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M'AC  .H 


Ahora  bum,  diTO  1/  CuYa,  traedmt,  $efior  hxUsped,  aquesoM  IthroM,  *jue  lot  quitro  ter.     Que  me  pfaee^ 
refpontUfi  el.  y  eniranda.  en  «m  'HHUtento,  #an\  dil  una  matetUla  vieja  eerrada  eon  Jir.a  eudcniltu^  y  abrier^ 
I  dota.  Hallo  en  ella  tret  librot  gr^ndti  ^\ita  jNipeiU  dkfnuttii>JiiaLa  Utti  tuikuo*  de  mano.  —Don  Quixote, 
Parte  1.    Capuuio  32. 

It  IP  mighty  well  Mid  the  priefff :  pniT.  landlord,  brtng  me  thoM  bo<v<a,  for  I  h»vc  a  mind  to  see  (hem. 
Wifh  fill  mv  hean.  atiswfrrd  the  hit»tt  ami  gtMim  <•» ♦»♦» ehambtrt  W brought  out  a  htileold  cloak-bag,  with 
a  pA<ilui:K  ami  ciiain  lo  it.  and  opening  li.  he  tiNiK  out  thrt-u  lar;;e  %w!unu&.  and  tf<inic  maauscriui  painra 
wntt4:n  in  a  fine  character —JAavis't  IVanslaiian. 


'(■  :.    .':     in  tv:  ;.  f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  HEART  OF  MID-LOTHIAN. 


TsK  ii'Chor  hat  «tiit«*d  in  thn  prpfhre  tn  thp  Climnicleii  of  the 
Ci-in^it.*.  iH-j;,  ihiil  li»'  rfoiMVMl  from  an  nnonjiiioiip  iMirrnM- 
---r}«:ii  -in  n'-i'uuni  of  the  inrifttnif  u|Min  whu'li  tin' folliiwinr 
•  >.-t-  Ik  riiutiHvtt.  H»  14  now  fit  li)M>rtv  to  «rv,  l)nt  Ihc  inrnrma- 
•j.i:  «-.i«  r.invcyHil  l*j  liiiii  by  ft  lali'  ^iiiiiHtU'  oiid  imji-mhhh 'i.Kly. 
1  .>■>•■  4:1  ajitl  pfiw«*r  of  ri-mnrkine  ami  iii>lxin^  nf  riLirif'-icr 
{'.  »:>'\ive  ill  tlir  iiinii'iry  of  li'jr  fri'>nii«  llcfninid*:!!  nuin** 
-■4  j>\ii*  Ih^'-'-n  Law-^oti.  of  GirtliliiMrt,  nnil  shv  wiim  wif>!  uf 
T..uniu  •io'.i'.i;.  E:*'j  ,  of  Orrn^iiiiiir,  Cuniinurary  uf  f>unifrioA. 

V.Kr  f  >ii-u>jiiicatit>ii  u-fiji  III  llii'M)  wiirilH  : 

~I  :-i-'.  luii^n  fur  riiiii'ii'fr  l<iiJ_-iiiL'<f  h  ■■otin|r<»  nnnr  the  old  Ah- 
S-- of  l-i<''>''udt-n.  It  had  fiimiL'i  ly  Ufn  iuhnbilcd  by  u  hid} 
v.i't  Svt  fli-kAiro  in  i-inbi'ihuhiiir  rotineit*.  vihioh  nlui  rminl 

-':i.-.-vi  ■.iiiiif'f  nnd  uvuii  puorfiiiiii«h  ;  mhic  lhprcfor4s|KM!*vniM!il 
■ni-k  innrkt  of  r.-m'e  luiil  Hlnpaiif:H  uiiii-mihI  hi  thi4  iiiHiuiiiit  «i; 
.. ..  :ii I  ..m  in  ACuUaiid,  \¥lit;ru  u  coitase  i»  Iiltiraily  what  iii  iiiinie 

KX  ■'■•.•*'■  It 

"  Fro  n  Mir  poriasp*  rt'wr  I  hid  a  p;\rti!»|  tipw  of  th«  oUI  Ahhry 
^f.j-.;  i\-ii:»»iiiMd  ;'i<oint*  of  ihtf  hi=liRct  firrhe.i  wrre  mrn  ovi?r. 
itn-t«u'n^  ihriMipli.  ^\,r  iTfo*  ^rnrts^o'd  oh)ii5  u  laiio  wliicli  U-d 
c..-aii  ro  :iiL>  nii!i,  fiii'l  thf  Ktmnse  fanrnniic  phanrs  i)f  almoxl  nil 
t:io4i*  ulil  K-liu*  ncr-<»rdvri  Mtiiidprfiilly  vtell  with  (lie  building 
tr.'  -■  i\  u(ic«  lih^dtia  and  iirnanipiiti'd. 

"  7ii«  Abb^y  iiaclf  from  my  door  wna  almnut  on  a  IpvrI  with 
ft :  <%ntrjr^  i  buLon  c>»iuiiis  to  liie  end  of  Him  iaiut.  it  Mkn*  di*- 
frjti*'i-ii  lo  be  iiiluat«*ii  uii  n  h'-^rli  th'ritfiidirutnrhriitk.ai  liiefuot 
iM'  w<ii--:i  run  cli«*  •*ittiir  m auirtf  uf  the  Cludeii,  uliura  tliey  tiuuui 
to»ia  iiHS  Aweopins  NiUi, 

•  IVhbM  JLiiaiit  ntuinc  iwellt  arH  fa'*-' 

Af  T.r  kilrtwn  and  pnrlour  wore  not  very  ftir  distant,  1  one  Any 
v  !.■  Ill  (If  iHirrliriMr  «uiii4  (■.liir.k«nii  from  ii  iverMiii  I  lieiird  otT'T 
.'  t'.vni  for  »:tl«>.  It  waj»  a  lilile.  rnilicr  ^inul  iookinr  woman. 
»•  •I't'iu-'d  I'l  b"  b'ftwrt'ii  <Mn-onlyntidi'ivhiy  ymir^  nf  an* ;  .-•lii' 
•i:.-(:iiiio.t  covfiroil  wi!ti  a  Inrtaii  plaid, nmi  iiirr  r;ip  hnd  ovrr  ii 

■  'Lck  «.lic  liouil.  li'.-d  uiidiT  iliu  rhiii.  a  pi^^i-p  of  dn'!<>i  r^tiil 
m  :ii  in  iiv*  niiii'iii:  cidr-rly  muiih-ii  of  iliul  faiik  of  lifu  in  Soot- 
m:<s  ;  ii'T  *>)<:«  weru  d.irk,  and  reuiurknbly  hvcly  and  niifihuuiii ; 
>n'<Tird  inTu  ciMivorii«:iun  witli  hur,  and  begun  uy  aBl;.iii({  how 
ifir  inaiuUiiicd  lit;r»flf,  &n. 

'bhe  Mill  th.it  III  w  inter  nhc  fiHitod  Htorkinn.  that  in,  knit 
f**H  VI  comitry  ;i«4ipii>'4  *!o<:kinff<(,  wimdi  bfarx  iihout  (Iik  Mnio 
■^laiion  To  Kiiickifir  kiiiitin;iiibli'4ihhlin'.'diirt«i  toiihiHt-innkiiir, 
r^  H  of  rouriii'  iKith  U:-*  pniKiRiile  anil  l»i>ii  di^iiititKj ;  Mm 
j.->-w  :4»  T:iitvht  a  ri»*.v  cliildren  to  ivad,  and  in  Aiin.inir  «lic  whiitri 
*.ir«-d  u  f'-w  r.hirU'Mi*. 

'  I  ic*ifl  1  pmild  vt-niure  to  zncM  from  her  fare  «lie  had  nc^-rr 
y^n  m.irri«>d.  Hli>:  liiutfh>*ii  iK.virtily  at  thiit.  and  niid.  '  I  nnmn 
^;ifc  till-  Quei'rvMt  faro  lii'ii  nver  \«aii  men.  rliai  y«»  rmild  l'uosj. 
U:!'.  N>i\r.  do  tf !]  III'!,  maiiain.  Iiow  yp  ram  to  tliink  >aMi'  I 
'.j'-i  h^r  it  WM"  fiiMii  It^r  ciir>>;rful  di!'i'n:;ii4;ud  ruunii'iiance.  S!ii> 
K,J.  *  M>)iu.  hiivu  ye  na  Air  niair  rciuon  to  \Hi  iiappv  lliaii  iiii*, 
«i'a  2'ii!u  iiuHltniiJ  nnd  a  fino  faini:y  o' b»irns  and  pliMity  o' 
Mrry  ihinff  ?  for  iti-j.  I'm  the  puiii>Mt  o'  a'  puir  biHlii-«,  and  can 
^Anily  ponirive  to  kiMSi)  niyM'li  alive  in  a'  tlm  w«!i'  hit;*  o'  wn}» 
ibM  lo'l'i  pf  '  After  iionip  iiiofH  ronvi  r^atioii.  diinnc  wlncii  I 
*n4  ni-ire  and  mont  plca<<«Hi  with  the  old  MniiiHn'ii  !t«iniiihle  nim- 
•-'■atiiin.  anil  tin*  nniti'fe  .h'  h-r  remarks,  iihu  ro^e  li  jfo  auay. 
v'j-n  1  R^ked  Ii4>r  n:ime.     H'.-r  coiiTiMianp.r  nuddenly  ■-liiiid--d, 

■  i>l  <h^  A-iiil  rrav-*ly.  rather  roliwiriiiir,  '  My  nmiiH  iii  Hclun 
Wr^'r;  but  your  liu^Sand  k«.>ili  m-rl  uhoiit  mc' 

''  Li  ;iie  pvciiitic  I  rulii^r^l  liow  imich  I  iind  been  plpa4«id,  nnd 
iniuirfil  w^ial  wiu  extraordinary  in  II m  liHtiny  nf  tlut  poor 
<r-'j(qv)     Mr.  ■■  M  lilt.  ilicFL'  Wfre  pcrhapiH  fHwnmn'  rKiiunk' 

t.'iiv  iH'iiplf  than  Hidon  Walker.  Sne  had  bt:cn  left  un  orplnui, 
vi'h  tiiH  rhnr^e  uf  a  «iiit«'r  coiini-ioRibly  yuuniicr  than  lier«itlf. 
tcid  «lto  wail  tidu<<nied  nnd  m)iinlaiii<;d  )iy  hfr  exorliinm.  At- 
'jrhod  tj  h'lr  by  «o  tunny  lien.  ilMTiM'ori;.  it  will  not  be  i>n«y  tu 
''iiT.-vivn  hiT  fit-linrH.  wli^n  «Ih*  f^iund  that  (hi*  only  nister  niiHt 
!>«  Tifd  tiv  fht;  law*  of  her  country  for  rhihl-innrilor,  nnd  u^mn 
>p:nr  railed  &4  prini^ipal  witneai  apiin-<t  iter.  Tim  noimiHil  for 
■ai-  u'i««m>;r  told  H^len.  that  if  «hp  could  d'nilnre  lii-it  her  ni<*U'T 
mJ  ni-«  le  any  pn;p;iralion«,  liowfvor  kliKhl.  or  liad  iriven  her 
Liy  iritimatioii  on  tlo*  HUbject,  thai  ^noli  a  xtntenipnt  would  I'ave 
'  ■^' imivr'*  iif*',  an  hIw  wn«  liin  princi|>ni  wiino^ii  nfainiit  tier. 
H:>o  KJiid.'lt  i*  impo:i»ibl<.'  fiir  ma  lo  itwenr  to  a  fah(oh'<od ; 
bn-t.  wliui'-wr  may  bv  Uw  coiuvqiiencc,  I  will  ci«x>  luy  wilii  ac- 
Cuf  *.in5  Co  my  r.mi»'*ienco.' 

"  Tii>;  tri«}  cninf  on.  and  thenitfter  wan  found  fuiltyand  eon* 
dofni.-irf  ;  |:nC.  tn  H<:otIrtnd.  nx  vkt•^''^*  miiitt  elapM*  bPiwpi'il  thr 
# Titifii.-.^  Jtnd  Ihi4  evcutiiin.  and  Hrlvn  Walker  availed  Iwr^tdf 
of -t.  The  very  day  of  hi»r  riint-'ri  r^ndpinnatum.  r<ho  rni  u 
>v-r).>n  riniwn  up.  xtatinir  thr  ppiiitiar  ptrRiini'tancea  of  tlit) 
■Li.»'.  nn'i  that  vpry  niEhl  m't  i»iit  on  ftml  to  London. 

■  WiUioul  iiii'inl'iPfi'Mi  or  rpriimmiMidatiun,  with  her  iimple 
'n-.T'iRp..,  i'l  i-«iire<Mpd)  iM'tition  dTiw:i  up  hy  nome  infnnorrlerk 
i.r  I'l."  i-ijuit,  Flic  pri>-««iiti«ii  1ii>r«elf.  in  ]\kt  tartan  plaid  nnd  r«mn 
!'/  ir'..'fi:,  to  the  hii-'  Duke  of  Ar?ylo.  who  imnu-dintely  prucuntl 
!ii->  p-ir-.:ir:i  *\u'  (•".litionrd  for,  and  Helen  rclurnud  witli  it,  on 
(t  it.  ;:i.i  Ml  li'n'J  to  »a»<!  h^r  )«jhtL'r. 

"I  M4«  A>»  Miroiiziy  uitiTi/ntcd  by  ;lii«  narrnliw,  tlial  I  di>tAr- 
n'-.y  <\  in:>u*-dinie!y  ti  immf.nwn  my  arrpiaiiitJinn:  witli  Hidni 
W«U.-r  .  but  a«  I  wa«  to  li>ave  |ii«  country  iivxl  day,  I  wnn 
f)'.  ■*>  li  III  liitf  r  It  ti'l  niy  rmiirn  in  nfHinc,  wiiun  Uie  first  walk  1 
tii.^  vi.n  ut  H»»lt«n  Walker*!,  pi.ttnife. 

•  tii\-  Ii.-*  1  dii'd  a  *ii'»rT  f  imp  hufitre.  My  rpemt  wa*  extrpnie, 
am  I  ■.•ii.l!>dvuiir*-d  tn  nhrain  n'tn.p  a-rcou'it  of  HpIpm  from  an  old 
<rii':MT  »h»  loSirxhiti'd  tin?  nlln'retid  of  ln'r  eol»n:.'P.  I  in<i'ii'P«I 
'.f  Krii-ii  pvi-r  ypokif  of  hur  p:iAt  hiclnry.  h»:r  journey  to  Lomtim, 
fer.  *  N.I.'  III*]  old  woman  ^aid. '  HuN-n  wn*  u  wily  bod),  (-.ml 
H^<<r,i:Vr  tjnv  'T  thH  nf'huri  u^kJd  uty  Otinjf  abuut  it,  dltc  a>c 
laruvd  LiM>  ttMJVvrsmrjoti.' 


"In  *hort.  every  n<i«wer  T  recniirert  only  fended  to  i. 

nT>'  ri'irni.  and  niH*  my  opininn  of  Hih-n  Wulker,  mIio  cuuM 
uiiirp  tin  niiifh  prM'tiMii-p  with  ko  nuicli  liproir  viriiin." 

Tliix  narrariM-  \«:i-i  ttiiPliiM'd  m  the  following  letter  to  the  an* 
tlKir.  without  datfi  or  ii.siia'iire  :— m 

"  SiH.-  Tlip  iiri'.MiTeiii-e  ju-f  r»!!ifled  liappened  to  mo  98  yetft 
nro.  Iti'hn  Wiiikpr  li<'»  buripd  in  the  rhnrchvard  of  Ironfruy. 
alii'Ut  i<i\  inilpx  from  hunirnini.  I  once  pnipo^ifd  llial  a  Nnall 
fiinniiinpnt  hhmdd  lia\o  Imvii  ereriPd  to  coiiimeinorate  mi  n- 
nwirkniilp  a  rharaptcr.  hut  1  ii  iw  pmfpr  ipavin;  ii  to  juu  tu  per* 
pciM:iti>  lipf  iiii;inory  In  aniure  durable  niainuT." 

Tin;  rwubr  in  now  able  li>  juilt'e  iiow  fiir  the  author  haa  hn- 
provpd  uiMin,  or  fjl!pn  i<hort  or,  the  p|i:a<*inf  and  inte.rentmc 
■<ki>lrh  of  hif^'ii  priii>:iple  and  Kii-ady  airpctitiii  di^playpd  by  Heltm 
WalkiT,  tli'>  priiTiiiyiH'  ot  the  hciitioiin  Jvanip  Di-aii*.  Mra. 
UiiMie  w.-i^  unfortunntily  di-ad  IhToip  ihe  nuttmr  liad  iriveii  hil 
nnnie  lo  !hi*4p  vid'iiiieji.  •to  Uv  lo^t  all  o[>|Hiriuiiily  of  thiinbinf 
ihat  lady  fur  hvt  hi;:hly  vnluahle  riiniinunit-iition.  But  lief 
d:.-M<ihlpr.  M:>x  (.•ddip,  obliged  hiui  with  Ihn  fuUowioi  Addi> 
lio|i-.'!  iii'.nnn.iriuii. 

"Mrii  (;oli!:t;  i-'idonvnnrod  lo  eollect  further  pnrfimilnra of 
fleleii  W-ilixPr.  pariiniiarl)  r.fniveriiinir  iicr  journev  to  Lmidun, 
l.ti!  fiiiiml  tliiii  iH^-:rly  uii;:ii«i>ibip  ,  bk  the  nauiral  dr;nniy  of  tier 
rlnrrnMi-r.  an-l  a  hi(:h  lipiiHi*  nf  f.imily  n-K|iv(tiibil|ty.  mode  her 
»■•  indi^chibly  r.i:iiiifit  hiT  m-Iit'h  di-r'a't-'  »i'h  Iter  oivn  ex^f* 
liiiii.'*,  thai  none  of  Imr  iniifhiiour^  (!uri>l  evpr  ipiotion  tier  uinib 
I  III-  Mi*<j<M>i.  One  old  womnii.  R  di!<l:ini  rrlntion  of  Ilelen'a,  ana 
who  iHsiill  livni:;.  ricvK  ^hi:  workH  nil  hariPt>i  wiihlier.  buttliat 
Niii-  iiHipr  \f[iiur-u  to  u.xk  her  ab^int  tier  rti^in'ii  trial,  or  Imf 
joii'iicy  to  Liii>!on  ;  '  Flflt-ii.'  kiip  uddid, '  ykw  a  loOy  body,  and 
UM-d  a  l.i::1i  >t\\-  o'  liiii),'ii.i;.'e.'  Tin* >ainp  old  woman  Kiya,that 
cv  ry  yi-.ir  M.kn  ri'rcivfd  a  ehi'i'-*  from  lu;r  *i!«lpr,  who  li*"ed 
at  Whili'iiiiviii.  ami  liin'  "he  aiway4  mmiI  a  lii>enU  (Miriiun  of  it 
to  liiT«i!lf  or  lo  h'.-r  f.iiher'n  fiiniily.  Tliix  facl.  tlmugli  trivial  in 
iiM'If.  Htiiips!)  m.irks  the  affi-etion  *ub»»iHiin;r  bistwecn  llui  two 
Mi<i«'rA,  aiil  the  (Miiiip:i  tn  r<iiivii-iion  on  th<.<  mimi  of  liiu  crimi- 
inl  thai  her  -utti^r  had  acted  indply  from  |ii|:li  priiiPiple.  and  not 
from  any  wi.-il  of  ft'pi.iiif,  Miiich  another  »iiiall  but  riiaiacterii- 
tic  iniii  will  rurilur  iljiistrati!.  A  »!i>iitU'man.  a  ndation  of  Mm. 
dohliv'!..  Mho  happeiiuit  to  be  travelliiiir  in  (lie  N'orrli  of  Lajr* 
laiiii,  oil  roiiiin:;  lo  a  Munll  inn,  wuii  idiown  into  tho  parluurb^ 
a  Uiiiri:e  ni'nitnl.  u!io.  ai'iiir  enuiiouisly  liiuttiiif  the  door,  KOiu, 
'  S:r,  1*111  SvWv  WalkiT'*  KiKtcr.'  Thu-4  oracticaily  rhowinp  that 
h\ii?  i.:oii<iidr(i>d  lirsr  »<if>ti'r  ill*  beiti  r  known  by  livr  Inch  cundttct* 
lliaii  I'Vi-ii  IhixM!"  Ii>  a  diif-n  lit  kind  of  cehbrity. 

"Mri*  (i-dilio  wan  eKtrfin-lyan\iou!i  hi iia%-K  a  tnmbvtone and 
an  in>iTipiitin  upon  il.  eriM-Ti-tl  in  Iroicray  cliurcliy<<rd  ;  and  if 
Sir  W.ilii-r  S<>jti  will  coiidemtpnd  to  uriie  tlie  lual,  a  little  sub* 
-rrii'iion  rould  *je  i-n«ily  raiM'd  in  thp  iniiiiudiatunuishbourlMiod, 
ui'd  Mrri  (jloldif;'n  Mit-h  \ji:  Huh  I'lilfiMi-d." 

Il  iM  j<i-arci:l>  {ifri>«Miry  to  aild,  that  the  request  of  MiMGoldi* 
will  hr  moot  williiii'ly  poini'lied  with, and  Miihuul  llie  neC4:»»itf 
of  any  (nv  on  the  [niblir.  Nor  i«  iIkic  in'irh  oeranion  to  repeat 
how  iiiiiph  ll:e  authoi  roiippivpit  hiniMtlf  ohliited  to  liihUnknnM'B 
corre>i'oiiili-n',  who  Hium  ullVirdcd  him  a  theme  aflfordinj;  audi  a 
ide^iiiiotr  viu\i  of  the  moral  dtuuiiy  of  vitiue.  thuujrh  unaittvd 
by  liirih.  hiauty.  or  tnb:nt.  If  tint  picture  lia*  rtuflercd  in  the 
r\<-i  iitioii.  It  i<  from  the  fathitp  of  the  author'^  power*  to  pre- 
M-iii  III  iloiad  Ihe^anieriinipio  oiidtfirikiug  purtfiut,  exhibited  ia 
Mr«.  (joldipA  Icttpr. 

Ai)uui£>i-uki),  Ajirii  1,  1E30. 


TO  THS  BICaT  OF  PATIION«, 

A  PLEAPED  AND  LNPirLGENT  RkADER. 

JEPCDIAH  CLCIHHBOTHAM 

WIKURS  HKAI.TII,  AND  LNCABAaE,  AND  CO.NTBMTMSIfT. 

COT'RTF.Or..*  IlKAllER, 

If  Hirraiituth!  i:umi>rehendeth  every  viro, lurely  ao fmil  aitait 
worKt  of  all  liepppiiipih  hini  whoti;  lifi;  hasi  been  devott^d  tu  ii^ 
f iriiciiii!*  youth  m  \  irtup  and  in  liuniane  leiierii.  Tlierefurc  iwvf 
I  cho«<-n,  III  :lii4  piolt-eimiPiion.  in  unload  my  burden  «rilianka 
Hi  thy  itHt.  fi>r  the  liixoiir  Willi  whieli  lliou  liTHt  kindly  entnr- 
Uiinpd  the  Talfv  uf  my  Landlorti.  (..'prten,  if  thou  tiaat  cliuekled 
ovnr  ihmi  fniteiiouii  and  fc«li\ou«  dpiicriplionn,  or  liayt  ihv  mind 
ri'.lpd  with  ple.-iKiiio  at  tht^mranpi-  and  pU'flMnt  tum«  of  fortujie 
wliirli  ilipy  ri.rord.  M'rily.  1  linv>)  aUo  Ainiiipred  wlu-n  I  belield 
a  44-poiid  Mtory  with  ntiirn,  that  h:ii<  oriien  on  (lie  ba^ia  i>f  my 
.tmnll  domieile  at  (iaiiilercii'u^h.  the  wallH  having  boen  afura- 
liand  proiioimr<-it  by  l>t>afon  Harrow  to  bocaimble  of  endurinc 
4ii>:h  an  rtevalion.  Nor  hni  it  bi-pn  without  dp|erinlM<n,  that  I 
ha\ptin>iiiid  n  new  mat.  (kiiuAT  brown,  and  with  nivial  butToni ) 
hiivjni;all  netliprenrinrMiN  rorrenpondinr  thrreln.  We  do  titers 
ft.re  lie.  in  rrriiH-el  of  eaoh  oiher.  under  a  ren proration  of  benn- 
f.i*.  whi'ipof  ihoM>  received  by  me  beinc  the  mo#t  Kilid,  (id 
ri'HPfci  Ihut  a  iK.w  hoiisie  and  u  new  coat  are  better  than  a  new 
in:e  iir.d  an  old  i>on?,>  it  in  nu-pi  thai  my  Kratiiude  vhoiihl  b4 
e%pri-^>sd  Mill)  ilip  louiJi;r  voic«?  and  mure  prpjMMiderHtiiic  velie* 
nirrpp.  And  how  Hhunld  il  bo  ihi  e.\ pn'ri'uiM-- Certainly  nnl 
in  wurds  onlv.  hul  in  ncr  and  deed.  Il  iii  willi  liiiK  i^ole  |>urp<Nief 
and  diKPiuiniiii?  all  inriniion  of  purriiat^iior  that  pendicle  (•! 
poitle  of  lonil  rnMpd  iIh;  (..'nrlineM-roll.  lyinL'adiai:ent  to  my  rn^ 
rlpii,  and  nii'ii'<nr.nfr  !ipvi-n  nrrpii,  three  ruodii,  and  four  iiercliea. 
thai  I  havp  coinniifliMl  tii  the  P>pff  of  thoite  who  Ihoupht  well  k4 
ih<-  f-.irnii'r  toini^-(.  iIip^p  I'u-.ir  ad'iitioiial  volumeH  of  the  Tale*  nf 
my  LardUird.  Not  tlip  Ip^ii.  if  I'licr  Hrnyforl  be  minded  to  -pB 
tiip-iaid  po'11i>,  ir  i!i:ii  lux  own  ehoirx*  to  »ny  so  :  nnd,  pt-redivii* 
tiir(>,  lu>  niiiv  mci-t  wliii  a  |  uif\i:tf'-T  :  unieMi  i^-nilc  '«Mid«:ri  the 
pl'*a-.ii_'  piirtrniciiin-H  ot  V\-\%\  \»uvVv'»».m,w\Yi  t\\*T\  »,t\Xw  VN\^% 
lu  pariicular,  au«l  uiilo  Ui«  viu^iUc  va  ^ciMxuV«\va^A.\w««\\MXMv^\\ 
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Aiv^ln  lliliivffH.wlMi«oriaa  Dowif  AntnMtfbl.  And  no 
iA«rh  rfifiMcnre  do  I  refioM  Hi  ttif  rtinliiiued  ravuor,  rhnt, 
•n«Hild  ihjr  lawfiil  nccaiumH  rail  Dim  Ui  the  Inwn  of  Gniiiii'r- 
ei»u(li.  a  plaro  frw|UPntR<l  bjr  moHt  at  imi**  ttni*  or  iiUi^r  in  itifir 
!•«««.  I  will  mrirti  lliina  i-yei  with  ■  iirlit  of  ihuite  prpridiM 
ipaiuucnpU  M  liena«  ihiMi  liaiit  dorivMl  »o  much  delerlaiicHi  Uiy 
mum  Willi  a  snuff  from  my  mull,  at  li  lliy  (>alaii*  with  a  dram 
friim  my  b«>rtlu  of  airoiif  watpra,  railed,  by  tlic  learned  uf  Giui- 
4«n-ieu(lL.  Dm  D<iminM'«  Dribble  u'  Drink. 

It  II  tlmre.  O  highly  i-ateemed  and  b«>loved  reader,  thmi  wilt  be 
■ble  !<■  bear  iiutimuny.  thnmirh  tlie  medium  of  Uiine  own  kciimw, 
•fBinat  the  rlnldivn  uf  vanity,  wliu  have  inurht  to  idrntirv  thy 
fViend  and  aervanc  with  I  know  nut  what  indiier  of  vum  fkbieri ; 
who  liaili  rumberr<t  liie  world  with  hin  devices,  but  ahrunkm 
fWim  Uie  re«p«miibilify  tltervxir.  Truly,  thi*  hath  been  well 
iermed  a  ffvnenition  hard  uf  foith  :  ainiv  what  can  a  nion  do  cu 
^ni-rt  hia  iinfpt:ri>  in  a  printed  Uime,  Having  to  put  hi«  name  in 
liM  liUe-iiafB  ihereuf,  wiili  hi«  defcription.  or  de^ipiiaiion,  aa 
tlie  lawyer*  term  it.  i-nd  place  of  alxidcT  Of  a  »un-iy  I  would 
have  Mch  anepricii  ciHi«i«ier  liow  iliey  tlicmnehri  wuuld  bhmk 
to  have  tlieir  wor|4  a»cribi>d  to  oiherii.  their  name*  and  ivufe*- 
IMMM  imiMted  aa  lor^rii'*,  and  their  vrry  exiitem^  brought  into 
QueatioR  ;  «>%en  althuuxh.  iwradventure,  it  may  be  it  la  of  little 
eoeaefiuence  to  an)  ttui  tlK^nMplvcii,  not  only  wlietiier  they  are 
Iiringor  dead,  butemi  Mlintlter  they cvur  liv(><l  or  im).  Yh  have 
nrmalifiiera  camrd  iheir  uiichantAble  c«:iiaurea  alill  furl  her. 

TtMaecavillera  have  not  (Hily  doubled  mimt  identity,  ailltourh 
ttiua  plainly  proved,  but  they  nave  imiiearhi-d  my  veracity  and 
die  authenticity  or  my  historical  narratives  I  Verily.  I  can  only 
IV  in  answer.  tJiat  I  liaw  been  cautolous  in  (jiinlinf  mine  aullio- 
nuea.  It  ii  true,  indeed,  that  if  I  had  hearkened  with  only  uiic 
Bar,  I  miftit  liave  reliearitid  my  tale  with  mure  acreptaliun  tVfiin 
Ihoae  who  love  to  hear  but  half  the  trurh.  It  is,  it  may  hop,  nul 
kllogether  to  tlie  di^rpdit  of  our  kinuly  iia'.ion  of  fiJritiland, 
thai  we  are  apt  to  tnke  an  inlrrest,  wami,  yea  (tartial,  in  the 
dead*  and  aeotjmenta  of  our  furefatliera.  He  Mliom  liir  adteri'a- 
riea  deaerlbe  as  a  oerjumd  prelatist,  ii  dcMrous  that  tiis  prede- 
oaMora  ahuuid  be  lield  muderate  in  ilieir  (lower,  and  juat  in  ilteii 
■ne^ilion  of  Ma  privileres,  when,  truly,  tin  unimfiasjiioned  |ic- 
nier  of  the  Annals  of  tlioce  times  shall  deem  tliem  sanguinary, 
violent,  and  tyranniral.  Afain.  tlie  represent  a  liws  of  the  sur 
VBlini  nonconformists  desire  that  their  ancestors,  the  Cumero- 
fliwM.ihall  be  represented  not  simply  as  honest  enihusiasts,  op- 
pivased  ftir  consrience-sak»:.  but  )iers«ifu  of  hue  hrvi'dinr.  ond 
Tsliaat  hanies.  Truly,  the  hinUirian  cannot  jrraiify  these  pridi- 
Iwljona.  HamustneKds  diwcribe  tlie  cjitMliers  as  prourl  and 
■ifli'«pirited,  cruel,  remorseless,  niid  vindictive;  the  suffering 

Srty  at  ^onoumbly  tenncuius  of  iheir  opinions  under  persecu- 
in;  llioirown  tempers  being,  however, sullen.  Ae re**,  and  nide: 
their  opinions  absurd  and  eiriavanut.  nnd  their  whuie  course 
of  conduct  tliat  of  {lersons  whom  liclkbore  would  btrlier  ha\-e 
mited  than  pmaeeutions  unto  death  fur  high-treaMWi.  Nallie- 
loa,  wbile  sueli  and  so  pre|io«ti'roiis  wrere  tlie  opinions  on  etiliei 
aide,  there  were,  it  oinnot  be  doubted,  men  of  virtue  and  wurth 
<MI  both,  to  entitle  either  porly  to  riaim  ment  frum  its  iiiortyrs. 
It  has  baan  demanded  of  me,  Jcdediah  t'leishboihom,  by  what 
rifftit  I  am  entitled  to  constitute  myivlf  an  iin^iartial  judre  ol 
Iheir  dianrepanoec  of  opinions,  seeing  (as  it  is  stated)  thai  I 
iniMt  neooasarily  have  descended  frum  one  or  other  of  ilie  cun- 
leadinf  parties,  and  be.  of  cuunie,  wedded  fur  lietter  or  for  worse, 
Bceordmy  to  llie  reasonable  practire  of  Hrotland.  to  its  dugnin- 
la,  or  opinion!,  and  bound,  as  it  were,  by  the  Ik  matrimonial. 
or,  to  speak  witliout  metaidior,  «x  Jwr$  tangvinU,  to  maintain 
them  in  pnffcrance  tn  all  oUiers. 

But,  nothing  denyinr  the  niionality  of  the  nilf>,  which  calls 
on  all  now  living  tu  rule  thfir  puliiicai  and  relrciiMiB  opinioii*  by 
ihoae  of  Iheir  rrcat-gnindfathers,  nnd  inevitable  as  seems  the 
one  or  ihe  ullter  horn  of  the  dilemma  betwixt  which  my  ndver- 
aaries  cnnceive  they  have  pinned  me  tu  tlie  nail,  I  yet  tpywrnie 
iBeani  of  refuse,  and  elaim  a  itrivilege  to  write  and  s|M-uk  ui 
both  parliot  with  inipaniaJily.  For.  U  ye  powers  iH'  log -c !  w  lien 
tlie  Prelatista  and  Preitbyteriani  or  old  times  went  toeethfr  by 
Uie  ears  in  this  unlucky  country,  my  ancestor  (veneratetl  be  his 
memory  t)  wm  one  uf  the  iwople  CHlled  QtiakMrs,  and  sudTervHl 
severe  handling  fnun  cither  side,  even  to  tlie  extenuation  of  his 
lairae  and  ihe  inrarreraiion  of  Ins  {terson. 

Cmvinr  thy  imrdon.  gentle  Reader,  for  these  few  words  con- 
eerning  me  and  mine,  I  rut,  as  above  expresaed,  iliy  sure  and 
JBUieatcd  fhend,*  J.  C. 

QAMDKKCLEVaH,  IkU  Ut  Iff  April,  1811 

*  It  h  an  aM  prnrrrb,  thai  "  many  a  tra«  vor4  h  apakm  In  IpsL**  T^ 
SfthMnrs  of  Walter  fciKt.  third  mmi  qT  Sir  WillKm  Mcclt  ui' llanlvn,  i* 
Innratffpd,  aa  h  w  eallrJ,  by  a  ekanar  vwirr  ih*  treat  sni.  OiMiiino  W  il- 
t»lMe  ■ooll  dt  lla^lra  Miiiii,  rt  Waharn  Hcoll  aiio  Alio  layiiima  unin 

Cita,  lsffTar<in  dr  Rotwnoa.'  The  aiiiiiificmt  uJd  yrnileinan  ivfi  all  hi* 
r  Sana  eouaUsrabk  tMatca,  and  aeiited  thoac  of  Eilrif  aui  Kacliurn, 
tantJwr  vith  valuaMe  pfaewImM  aro'invl  l^uwiden.  ii|miii  Waller,  hia 
Uilid  son,  wIm  is  aiiGcator  of  liM  tieviii  uf  RaelHirn.  and  o{  ih*  Anihur  of 
Wavtrlay.  H»  apprara  i»  aava  baciua*  a  conTcrt  to  ilie  dvLMrliM  uf  Hi* 
Uaaiara,  or  FrtcuiL,  and  a  great  aMart>ir  of  ilwir  peculiar  t^iifii.  Ilii* 
ves  prot^ly  at  the  time  wliea  Uci-rc*  Fua.  the  erlif!ir«i«^i  «n<»ile  of  ih* 
Wtl.  made  an  eipeditmn  into  the  snuih  ofSc^ilanit  alMMit  Ifin.mi  winch 
•ceaaim.  he  buaau,  tlial  "  s«  h*  Aral  art  hia  hcrar's  Trrt  ufun  Bc(.-iti*h 
CVouimI  tielMl  tbeir*<l  of  gracstu  apaililr  AtKwii  him  ike  inii'inirraiile 
Vparfthof  ftrr**  Vpon  th*  tame  uecaMi.n,  pniliaMy,  Rir  Gi'inm  Hr.m 
H  HiclMhriur,  arcoirl  aun  of  Sir  William,  imaiMiitie  el>ler  liroih«>r 
sf  Walirr,  and  anfrvior  of  ilie  auihi-r*i  fricmi  aiid  kinamaii.  ih^  pre 
SfM  rvprcMnlaiiwif  the  family  of  ilanien,  alae  riiilrucefl  lh«  tnirU 
al  QnjkerfB.  Tliia  lai  coaveri,  (iiileon.  ffiirrvl  iiiio  ■  euiitrovrray 
Willi  Ih*  R«T.  Jamei  Kirbtoo.  auih«r  of  the  Scrret  and  True  lliai>»rv  of 
M*  Cbnrrh  •(  :«c<itlaiid.  winch  ia  notke-l  by  my  intanwtiia  frienl  Mr. 
UarUa  Kirkyauicke  fliiarpe,  in  hU  ralnaMe  ami  cnrKtM*  e-liiinn  of  that 
work.  4tB.  IHI7.  8ir  Wiioaut  t<eoi(,  el>(r»t  of  Uw  i'rwihrri.  rmiaiiM-'t, 
aaifl  the  dafrciton  vt  bia  twu  yuuitfrr  brrilins,  an  frrilin'lna  DteiulM>r 
•f  liic  Prc«l<yiprijii  (Jh.irch.  *imI  uaaii  aurh  infant  fvt  r-cU-nins  Wa|. 
M,-  u§  Aartxirn  tri.m  bi*  hereiy,  at  •awmiri^l  far  Di<irr  uf  nrrtei-irnvn  j 
Mb«  ^arwuMMom.  tu  ',ii  hm  m-at  msBistt)  by  .MarDougj]  uf  Maker alon,  • 
'SmlJbt^iMKsB*rmatg»,p»gtXtA  I 


breUwC  t*  laakella  MacDoagsJ.  tli*  wffk  of  fhs  asM  WalV,  aad  wba 

like  hcp  Haitnui'!,  had  eoiirormed  Uf  tW  Qiiakrr  laiipta. 

Tne  niirrpU  P"mcim«>  l-y  Hir  Wiinain  i^Ci.n  am:  .My keralon  ma*  prwi^ 
fill  riiMUfh  lu  pri>cur«  ihr  two  fullw'iiK  aria  iil  Jip  i'nvjr  Cfitncii  ol  ."^cok 
lanil.  il.rpctefl  asaiiui  Waller  k4  Haelmrn  mm  an  Itrrriic  aii'J  c>i«i«ert  m 
Uiiakcriain,  ap|(i'inliiif  hua  tu  lie  iibpriawiieit  fir»t  in  K-Milmrsli  )dil  an^ 
(lica  tn  ihat  nl  Je'lbnrgh  ,  an^  his  cliiMrea  to  !■*  laiien  liy  turve  fri<a 
the  Bi«iriy  ami  HnevniHi  ut  Uieir  parent*, ami  eilueaipfl  m  a  diaianre  frtHT 
them,  lieaiOpa  ibe  aaaisnaient  vi  a  auiu  fur  ibnr  iii«iiiiriiaiii*r,  anAciaa* 
in  Uiaa*  liinc*  la  l«  burdcnaiime  tu  a  iii»i«ratr  li>:oiii»i>  r-iku. 

"  Apiiii  F.iliH.  vifrpinxi  Jimil  I66S. 

"The  I^nrda  nf  hU  Mageaty'a  ItiTy  ('uiiit«il  Imvihc  rrvravnl  infoiijia 
lion  thai  tfcbtt  uf  Hael..^n,  and  l*-iliei  Mackitvugalt,  hit  wit>-,  !«;ii| 
mrecled  with  th*  error  uf  Utaakeri»ai.  ili^c  cwlratixir  tf  urciil  .in4 
Ifuifte  np  Williaoi.  Walter,  and  lwil>rl  Ktrniu,  ihair  chiMren  iti  -M 
aanip  prfil'Msinn,  dite  thrrvfi>n>  five  oirer  aiid  cvninaml  lu  Kir  William 
Scull  pl  llantrn,  the  laid  Raebnrn't  liruiher,  In  lepcrat  anil  lak'  away 
the  »aid«  eliildren  f^iiM  the  cuaiwdy  aiifl  twciety  v(  llie  aaitl*  par-n.*, 
and  to  raufe  e<liicai  and  l>rinf  iheni  up  in  hi«  i>wtir  honve,  or  any  uMier 
e<inwni««il  place,  and  oniaiiiea  leltcra  to  be  litnti  at  ihr  aaiil  lt,r  W  i|« 
Iwni'a  itiauiiM-e  arainat  Rav<Nira.  f -r  a  mdiniruaiiL-c  m  Ihr  aanJ*  chil 
drcn,  ami  thai  the  aahl  Sir  Wm  give  au*  acauaut  uf  hia  «iilicance  wtik 
aJIcouvenwucy." 

"  Pj|li.hiirc><.  Sth  July  166& 

"  Jlnei|t  a  peiitinn  pre«aaled  b*  Rir  Wm.  Kcoii  wl  iUnlm,  l>«  li.ai«*H 
ami  ill  name  mhI  tclialf  i>f  the  ibrt-a  ehililreii  i-f  Wa.irr  tlcvii  i>i  Rac- 
Imm,  hia  brgibci.  ahi-ainff  thai  tbc  Li-nU  ui  (.'i-nnciil,  by  an'  art  ol 
tlie  '^1  i*ay  of  Jniiii  IffiS.  diil  srani  power  ami  aarrain!  tri  ihr  |  i-iiU<i» 
er,  Uiipparat  and  lake  *« ay  Rarlnirii'a  clulilrrn.  fniin  hia  l-m-l'y  and 
etliication.  and  to  l>re«^l  them  In  »naie  ei-iireiiienf  plare.  wlirrr  th«-y 
■iicht  In*  frr«  :ri4n  aP  nfreuun  in  tb^ir  jriHtticrr  yean,  fri>m  ihr  prmrv 
palla  v(  QiiakeriMii.  and,  lur  niaiiilenauca  til  tnr  aaula  rhilorrn.  uid 
urdaiu  leiiera  lo  b*  liirvci  a^ainat  Karhwrn  ;  and,  frrinr  the  IVi.uunrr, 
In  ul«ilienc«  lu  the  taul  ••rS^r.  did  take  away  the  aaiiia  rhiMrrn.  lieing 
two  atiiaa*  and  a  d«ughi#r.  and  afirr  abai*  pamea  taken  upon  iheia 
in  hiB  owiie  fauiily.  hrt  aeai  Uirm  Iw  ilic  eiiy  uf  Ulai<f»w.  to  l-r  trtHdd 
at  aelHinka,  anJ  there  to  bti  prmciplrd  wiUi  ihc  kiifwnii  gr  uf  ■lii-  inta 
rel-.rii'u.  ami  that  it  ia  necea^ary  th«  ('i-uncili  iliirrnm  r  whai  t.iiMU 
lieiha  mainieaancia  fur  which  Karbnrn'a  ihr«e  eh.lrtrru  inay  be  ciuu-g- 
«1,  as  likewiw  that  Rarbuni  binucll,  betoa  bww  tn  the  Tuiiiic^.h  nf 
Kdint>«irgh.  where  he  (la>|py  enn*(rMa  wita  all  tlia  Uuaker*  »Nn  ara 

CiMiiers  Uirre,  and  otbcra  who  daily  reaort  lo  iheia  w hereby  he  la 
Jtlened  in  hia  peruiliuaa  opinioiif  and  priacipira,  »ilhuiit  alt  hope  of 
recovery,  iinlrvae  h*  be  arparat  iruia  anch  prrmiiuua  cinpiuiy.  hunil.-ly 
theirfure,  dekyring  thai  Ihe  Counrell  mxht  dcipriMiit  upon  the  M>uni« 
iif  Diciipy  lo  be  piiyed  be  Rarburn,  for  the  eHneaiiwn  uf  hia  rhili^ren.  to 
the  pent  inner,  whu  si'l  he  euuntiiMc  therefrire  ;  and  that,  in  enter  la 
hia  cuii«rri-on.  ilie  place  of  bia  impriwum^ni  may  !.«  rhanfed-  Tils 
l.iViU  if  hia  .\1«J  Privy  CuoKcell  having  ai  lenrih  heanlBiid  eoaaalcrad 
the  ftireaald  petition,  dn*  mmliAe  ibe  auuaie  of  i«o  tb^nikam!  pound* 
Bvoia,  tu  be  Payed  yearly  ai  tbc  leraic  of  VI  hit»iiiiiUiy  lie  ibe  aant  Wa^ 
ter  fhruit  uf  Karbarn,  fnnh  of  bia  eaiaia  to  the  peiiiionvr,  fnr  the  cntai 
tainnient  and  •dnvatlun  of  ibe  aaid  cfa.ldrea,  liccinninc  llie  Aral  iciims 
payroenl  ibfrnf  al  WhilBHWlay  laat  fur  the  halT  yr«r  prereOiaf,  and 
Ml  hirih  yearly,  at  Ibe  «aid  irriav  ••(  Wliiiaiiniiii)  hi  lyin  «.oii.e>hg  uU 
furdrr  orders;  atpl  vnlaines  tbr  »auJ  Waher  Mciti  m  Raenum  t*  b* 
traiiapiinetl  tntni  ilia  tallHwih  'if  i:fMiit'nrxh  m  the  pri«<in  vf  Jrvlharxb, 
where  hia  fripmla  aial  uilieri  may  have  uccaaiiin  lu  c»ii«prt  hiai  Aiwi 
tv  tbc  efvct  he  may  lar  i^ure  1  fri'iu  the  practice  of  uihrr  Qnakera.  tba 
laiil  l.unla  doe  licrvliy  iliM'harte  Ihe  maffiairaies  of  Jrdbnrifh  lo  anAar 
any  perautiv  lutpect  »f  iheae  princip'ea  lo  lM»e  aoceta  lo  him  ;  and  la 
eav  any  e«alniveen,  ihat  ibry  Mcar*  ihrr  pervnna  nil  (bey  be  ikerfa** 
piiiiipat  i  and  iirjaiue*  Irilett  la  he  direct  hr<rHpiin  in  fnrm.  at  eHrira." 

Bi'lb  Ibe  aona.  that  hnrahly  aeparated  fmm  ihr.ir  faiber.  proved  Rood 
aehiilar*.  The  ebleM.  Wtlliam.  whu  earricii  on  tlie  line  uf  Rh*f>ani, 
aaa,  like  hia  father,  a  deep  llnmiaiiali  iba  yi»uncer.  Waller,  becaoM  s 
guuii  I'laaaical  ach.«lar,  a  <reai  iriefid  anO  curmpuMlrni  cA  i|,e  cek» 
lirated  Dr.  I'Hcairn.  ami  a  Jaculme  M>  f1i>liiicui»hr-1  fi<r  xra!.  ih«t  ha 
maile  a  vnm  never  in  alia ve  hia  heard  hb  iLe  rrati-ialmn  ul  tl  r  railed 
fainiiy.     Thia  Uat  VI  alter  Hcuil  waa  the  auihur'*  git  bi  xiitn-!taii>i-r. 

There  i»  yri  aauilier  link  iHtwul  ihi  «i>ibur  ami  ilie  •.mplr  nt.mlrd 
and  eicrllrni  P'h/ipiv  tif  Fri'Mli.  |i>roiish  a  pnwtyieur  nioi.ii  mors 
iniporlanc*  than  Walier  Kenti  i»f  Raelnirn.  1*he  t.'wIeNaiMl  J.-ha  i$miiv 
t-in  Iif  Rwihlun.  xiiib  Lurun  in  drie^ni  nf  iKil  aiicieni  ^n-X  uiue  ptiw«r« 
fill  family,  ma*,  a iih  9!r  Wtll>am  i.i>ckh3ri  »f  I  •v,  (he  pefvin  whrna 
Cminmcll  cbwfy  tmal'^l  in  the  manasvinent  uf  ilir  Aciuiiah  alfaiia  dtir> 
ing  hit  iianrpaiian.  Alter  the  RvbiraiMin.  Vwini'm  »m  ilavmetl  aa  a 
tielim  Iw  the  new  order  »(  thinca,  au-1  waar>ruaght  ivittn  in  iLe  aaoM 
tPM«t  ahieh  cfnveyed  iha  Marouia  i>f  Arsylc  lu  hlinliurch,  «brrc  that 
■.utileman  waa  tried  an<t  eseciMSiU  ftwiirii>n  aat  ilvaMinl  u>  ibe  »aiiia 
fate,  ti*  ha<l  aaMin.*!  the  babiij  an.i  ciiiere>l  iiiK*  the  MKi'iy  nf  ihi 
Qnakert, 
uf  8riitUii 

weic  fipen  l< , 

sect,  liiat  at  Uw  time  ihete  crimaa  were  iiupair<l  tu  bim.  le  waa  m  'b* 
gall  of  biiirriifaa  and  Uiik!  uf  iniijiniy  ;  bul  i*  al  (••il  Almirhiy  hii^ing 
since  callnl  bim  In  the  l-glil,  he  ww  and  arknn»lei1e«i|  llievr  rrrora, 
ami  did  ii>it  r^fnac  la  pay  ihe  fi-Keii  nf  Ibcm.  evpu  ihougb,  lu  the  )<Hlg« 
iiienl  of  the  Har:iaai>^i.  It  «4inuiil  rsimd  n-  life  imlf 

Kraprci  in  falli'S  greainraa.  awl  Ui  the  pai.^iire  and  calm  rpaicnailoa 
with  which  a  man  onee  in  lush  p^'wrr  eiprvaatil  b-niarlf  under  such  a 
cbangv  «if  fivtune,  fM.ml  W^ininn  rrien.la  i  family  ci-niie<iuiit.  and 
amac  iaicreaia4  cunaiileraii»iu  t-f  MirtdletiMi  ibr  e>iii>mia*h  Der.  Joined 
tv  procare  hi*  aafny.  abil  be  waa  ilitmiwed.  Mil  aflrr  a  liM<g  in.pnauii- 
ment,  and  much  ihiapnlaiMn  of  hit  ealniea  li  i»  aii-!,  thjt  hwiuians 
a-'iiiiinitnuia,  «hil«  cunAneO  in  th*  Caaile  nf  F^hnburch.  Iia-I  a  c>>iih« 
tleraiila  abdM  in  cunvertiiig  tu  lb*  teueU  ><f  the  rrieiuir  LViunr.  lUvid 
Ihuclay,  then  lying  there  :n  garriaun.  Thmiaai  :be  f-nbei  nf  Robcn 
Ban-lay,  an  Jmr  uf  the  celet-raie*!  Apnlii|;y  f-.r  ibe  Q-ntkera  It  mny  b* 
al«cr><<1  amnng  the  iiH--inBi»irncie«  of  hniaan  iiHluir.  ihal  Kirki<tii, 
WoilTiiw.  and  oUier  PreUiyierian  aiithi>ra.  whn  ha«p  it-taiinl  ib-  inlfr^ 
inc*  «r  their  own  arcl  itir  nrtn-CMiifurniiiy  with  ibe  e*tHlili»heiJ  cb'irch, 
rrii»i:re  the  gotfrniaent  i-f  the  time  f<  t  mil  e*rriiiig  ll>c  ri«'l  p<>»ar 
•sam*l  Ih*  prjerfnl  eiithii*lMi»  we  have  treuten  uf.  ami  «i>me  eaprraa 
pariii'iiiar  cnagnn  at  Ih*  Mcape  uf  Vw  iiil<in.  Whairter  uiicU'  i-e  hik 
m'-livea  f<>r  aa-nniiac  Uie  taneta  ef  Ihc  Kriaiida,  liar  uld  man  reiaifaid 
Utem  faithfully  till  ibr  vl<we  'if  hta  l-fe. 

Jran  ^wl■l<■•i.  rraiiil-tlaushier  uf  Hir  John  Sainiun.  aon  nl  J'Wln 
(fwMiUin.  aa  the  Itnakrr  waa  usually  tcrma<l,  wasmwiner  of  Abiie  Mai^ 
cifunl.  llie  aall>or'«  mniher. 

Ami  tnua.  aa  in  Ihe  play  uf  tbc  Anii-Jacnhin.  the  shuat  nf  the  auihar** 
graiidiiii'iber  having  arivn  to  speak  (be  KpiuC"*.  >>  i»  f*'-'  iin>r  i"  coof 
ciuila.  te«(  III*  re<ider  ahuutJ  rainvnstrale  ibai  bu  -leMre  in  kii--w  'ht 
AiiHiiir  iif  Wavericy  iMVar  iocluJad  a  wiih  t*  b«  avfpiaiiiiad  srub  His 
%b«l*  anccaue. 


H*  bad  aaMin.*!  the  babii.  ami  ciiiere>l  inin  the  iMiiny  nf  iha 
rt,  ami  ajipvucilaa  oa*  "f  Ibeir  niiiiilier  Ix-fure  the  1'ailiau.anl 
itlaml-  lie  reiinaiii-ed  all  legal  iWlriK-e.  ihvutfh  antral  pleas 
pen  (n  bim.  and  anawered,  in  unnfiTmity  In  liir  principi'-a  ■  f  bia 
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CHAPTER  I. 

BCINO  IjrrRODCCTOBV. 

Fa<1n«m  thy  lull,  nimiiiitir  A^lihiMim.  ;lklM 

T;,v  l>fi1.y  iiill}.  carrjriiii!  ma  inmttUi*.  PflBn& 

Tst  iimt^  hare  chanpiHi  in  imthinif  morR  (we  fol- 
liiiraiiwt*  H'c-ri:  M'ont  the  inaiiuiicript  of  Pi>t».r  Pa(- 
iitwirii  (hail  ill  the  rnpiil  cunvcyance  of  intAUavnvv 
tn'li'omiiiiiniration  Itoiwixi  one  part  of  81*01  Iniid  ntid 
aiioihtT.  1 1  ii«  iivit  aliove  iweiity  or  liiiriy  ycarH,  at*- 
cunJiiii;  to  file  evidt-nre  of  iiiaiiy  crcihble  wiiiit^itfs 
DOW  aTivi\  »u\CH  n  little  niistiTiihli:  horst'-rart.  prr- 
t»rminj<  w'tli  liiffiriilry  a jiMinwy  i»f  thiriy  niiliH  per 
dvi.i.  cirrU-d  our  iiiailti  from  itn:  lapital  of  Scot  land 
bii^cxirt-iiiity.  N'tir  wi«  Sc^oiland  iihk^Ii  iimri;  «h.- 
fi-.-Mfrii  III  tiu-^'  nccoiiiiiiodatioiiH,  thnii  our  nchi-r 
i.?i<r  hati  iMfii  nl»t»ut  riijhiy  y».arH  U"f»»ri\  Kicldinjf, 
in  hi9  Tom  Jo.ic^f,  anil  Farquhar,  in  a  littU'  fiine 
wlH  iIk*  Suim'-t'oarh.  havi*  ndu:iili:ii  ilie  sIowiu-hs 
cif  thi*»-  vi'liH.lcs  ot  public  iicfH>inni«>dnlioii.  Au(«inl- 
ir:;  to  iIih  latiiT  Hinlionty,  the  in.;hi'Hi  hrilM*  fMiild 
iiniy  imiiitv  thi.*  eoufhrnan  to  pniiiiiH*!  to  aniuipnU* 
liy  lialf  an  hour  the  usual  time  of  U\»  arrival  at  the 
Bull  and  Mouth. 

iliit  til  lioth  oMinirips  theae  ancient,  Mow.  and  ^iirc 
modttit»f  ciiir.'i'yance,  are  now  iiliki'  nnknuwn  :  iiiad- 
fonch  Tacv.9  ai^aiiivt  niail-(,*o:ich,  nndln^ll-Hy('ra^;llnsl 
h«h-rtyfr,  ihroii:rh  the  ifnioiu  disirirta  of  Brif.iin. 
And  iii'.jur  villa^K  aloiir,  ihn.v  iMwi-coachcs,  and  four 
eyv'ifji  with  nii-n  arim*<l,  nnu  in  pi'arh't  rn?««i»f'ki', 
(Is'iii'lrrijirjnr^h  rhc  9tr*t.'t.«t*n>:hd:iy,  and  rivaliii  hrii- 
Loncyniid  noii(«r  the  invention  of  theccl'hrated  t^'rant : 

/V«!i»«vi.  t.il  f'vi.'ftn  ft  nm  lm*»-i*>He fH!m»n, 
JLrt  ft  cormpeaum  /ndsk,  ttmufirat^  equot  un. 

Now  and  th»'n,  to  complete  thr  ri\"i;!n!»Ianrp,  and 
to  i-orn-ct  the  pn'sumption  of  tlu;  vpntiirona  i;hn- 
ni»ie«»r^  it  doi'^  n8pp«'n  that  the  rart»cT  of  ihfj<H  dn^h- 
innriva!^  of  SalnioneuA  itior'ts  witii  a^  nndmiraMe 
an i  violent  a  trriiiination  an  that  of  their  pnitotyp«>. 
h  i» on  !«Mih  oc<'as«ioii«  that  thv  InsideM aiiiIOiitBide», 
1'^  UM*  the  apropri  ate  vehicular  plirtiSt'M.  have  rr*a»on  to 
rir  rhr»  exrhan'Jji*  of  the  «Inw  and  nafe  motion  of  the 
anritnt  Flv-«i»arhefs  whjHi,  romparwl  with  the  clin- 
rioiii  of  M^r.  Palmer,  w  ill  drs»Tve  the  name.  The 
enri-nt  vehicle  ii^'d  tosottir  quii'dy  down,  like  a  fihip 
vuTtled  and  kfi  to  sink  hy  the  gradual  influx  of  the 
vaur^  while  the  modern  i.«  ffinasheii  to  pieres  wiih 
'•hf  Velocity  of  the  i^ame  ve^^el  hurled  apcninni  hreak- 
er<,  or  nther  with  the  fury  ol  a  bomb  biir^tins  at  the 
'onehmiim  of  it«  career  throu.iih  the  air.  The  late 
in^nii.MiiiMr.  Pennant,  whosi?  humour  it  wan  to  nvt 
li;«»  faci'  in  !*iern  opposition  V\  thf«Hj  i«j)«  mIv  eonvey- 
Bn<v#.  hail  Collected.  I  have  heard,  a  rnrmidnble  li«t 
of  fuph  c«)Siialties,  whirli,  joinwl  to  the  imposiiion 
"f  iniikeejKT^  who^  rhapefeH  the  pan^onKer.^  had  no 
timp  to  di<iiorp,  the  sauein'**"^  of  the  coa<rliman.  and 
the  unconir.>ll''d  and  despotic  anrhority  of  the  tyrant 
caller}  the  Oiiani,  held  torlh  a  pictun;  of  horror,  to 
whieh  munh-^r,  rhrft,  fraud,  and  peculation,  lent  all 
their  dark  rolourin^.  But  fhat  which  pratifies  the 
i'npaiience  of  the  human  di.opoMitinn  will  be  praeii^jii 
in  the  tet.-tii  of  danger,  and  in  defiance  of  admonition  ; 
m-l.  in  d»t»pitn  of  the  f'ambrian  antiquar\',  mail- 
ctia'-heii  not  only  m!l  (heir  thnndera  round  tlie  base 
of  Peniiian  Maiir  and  Tader-Fdri:},  but 

Thi»  ratUinr  «f  tJie  iiii«"rtliH  rw. 
And  perhaps  th"  eclim's  of  Ben-Nvvis  may  soon  be 
iwak'-iH-d   by  the  bu<le,  not  of  a  warlike  chieftain, 
bot  of  the  B^ard  of  a  mail-concb. 


It  waa  a  fine  summer  day,  and  our  littl?  school  had 
obiaiiieil  a  half  holiday,  by  the  interce^Hioii  oi  a  w^n\- 
huiiioured  visiier*  I  exiH*ei«d  by  the  coaeh  a  new 
nuiiibf-rof  an  Pilere^tin^  prriodieal  puldieatton,  and 
walki-d  forwani  ou  the  his(hway  to  nir-et  11.  with  the 
iiopaiient'e  which  f'owpi'r  has  det«-ribr.il  an  aetuii- 
tMi.;  the  resident  in  ih<*  couniry  when  louring  for 
iiitclli^ciice  from  the  mart  of  news  : 

*  ■ ■■  THp  f  nin«t  (IriiiiTp, 

Tlie  |Ni|iiilHr  lMriiii;riii',— Oil*  fnrl  ruply,— 
'riii;  liixii".  mill  ilii*  «»i«fliiiii.  niid  tlif  wit. 
Anil  lliP  loii;!  Iiiu«h.-I  Imiy  In  know  tlifiii  nil  ;— 
I  liitrii  lit  M-i  ilif  iiii|iriM»ir<i  H-raimN'M  frm'. 
Alia  giwi  liii-iii  vijir«  and  uiU;i(iri«:r  asmii." 

It  was  with  such  fi-elinRs  that  I  eyetl  the  approach 
of  tliu  new  roaeh,  lately  t  siahli2«hed  on  our  road,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  liie  Soinersei,  which,  to  Kay 
the  irulh,  po^!«e^H«.•!«  Hoine  iniercht  forme,  e\eii  whi-n 
it  coiiveyH  no  »ueii  iniixiri'int  int'ormaiion.  'I'he 
distant  trfmiiioiis  «ound  td  it;*  wiuf.>ls  was  heard  ju:<t 
riM  I  uaiiied  the  sunmiit  of  the  ^senile  a<<eeni,  called 
the(?o:«lin-brae,  from  which  you  coiiimaiid  ane.xitii- 
sive  view  down  ilie  valley  of  the  river  (Zander.  The 
public  roa«l,  which  come<<  up  the  side  of  that  stn-am, 
and  eriisse.<4it  at  a  brid;;ir  about  a  riuartcTof  a  mile 
from  I  lit?  place  where  J  was*  :«tancrini:,  riuH  partly 
thnuiuli  enclosiin-sand  plaiitiitioiis,  aiurpnitly  thruu^fi 
open  j)a!>iuru  land.  It  is  a  childi.Mh  amusnneiit  lu-r- 
hiipH,~but  my  life  hasbet.'n  i«fK.'nt  with  children,  and 
wliyshoidd  not  myplrasun'sbe  like  theirs?— childish 
a.4  it  ii*  then,  I  iniiHt  own  I  have  had^rent  pleasure 
in  watchiiiu  the  approach  of  the  carriage,  wiure  the 
oivninss  of  the  niati  permit  it  to  be  seen.  The  cay 
Vtlaiiciii^  of  the  eiiuipage,  its  diminishi>d  and  toy-like 
appi'araiiceat  a  distance,  contrasted  with  the  riipidity 
nf  its  motion,  its  appearance  and  disapiM-araiice  at 
intervals,  and  the  pn>'.>re«sive1y  increa.-iim  nojuds 
that  ainioiincc  its  lUMirer  approach,  have  ail  to  the 
idle  and  listless  spectolor,  who  has  nuthini;  more 
important  10  attend  to,  soinefhin?  of  awakening  in- 
terest. The  ridicule  may  attach  to  me,  which  is 
flunf?  upon  many  an  honest  ciii/en,  who  watches 
froni  the  window  of  his  villa  the  pa.«<j*aw  of  the  stage- 
coach :  but  it  is  a  very  natural  SiUirce  of  niniisemi-nt 
notwithstanding,  and  many  ot*thnr<c  who  join  in  ihe 
laui;h  are  perhaps  not  unused  lo  nsort  to  it  in  secret. 

On  tiM'pn.'sent  occasion,  however,  faU'hari  di.rrcid 
that  I  should  not  enjov  the  consumniation  of  the 
amusement  bv  stM.'in;^  the  coneh  rattle  past  me  as  I 
sat  on  the  turf,  and  hearim;  the  hoarse  ^r.ttini?  voice 
oflhcffuard  as  he  skimmed  forth  for  my  Krasp  tiie 
expected  packet,  without  the  cnrrinze  cluvkiii^  its 
course  for  au  instant.  I  bad  seen  the  vehicle  thunder 
down  the  hill  that  leads  to  the  bridge  with  mop'  than 
its  usual  impetuosity,  dittrring  all  the  while  by 
flashes  from  a  cloudy  tabernacli'  of  the  dust  which  i 
had  raiscfl,  ami  leavln:;  a  train  beliiud  it  on  the  road 
resembliiii^a  wn-ath  of  summer  niisl.  Hut  it  did  not 
appear  on  the  tup  of  the  ncan  r  bank  within  the  usual 
space  of  three  minutes,  which  freqiient  ohs.rva'ion 
had  enabled  me  to  ascertain  was  tne  nic>iium  timu 
fi>r  crossing  the  bridj^o  and  mounting  iIih  assent. 
When  double  that  space  lind  clapsitl.  I  became  alarm- 
ed, anil  walktvl  hastily  forward.  As  I  came  m  ^iuh: 
of  the  bridge,  the  causi.' of  flelay  was  too  manifest,  (or 
the  Somerset  had  made  a  summerset  in  pssl  earnest, 
and  oviTturned  so  cotnpletelv,  that  it  was  iiieraily 
rf'Stini;  upon  the  ground,  wiili  the  roof  undermos*. 
ami  the  four  wheels  in  the  air.    The  "exertions  of 

*  Ilia  IIiiiuMir  (titVwrt  ii«iH\im\  nt  (i«nArtc\«u^  « \ut    \M^i%Nk 
be  prcciie  iu  inaiUn  u(  iiiii>uT\anr«.— ).  C.       3  '^^ 
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the  gaard  and  coachM^n,"  both  of  whom  were  grate- 
fully commemorated  m  the  newspapers,  having  suc- 
ceeded in  disentangling  the  horses  by  cutting  the 
harness,  were  now  proceeding  to  extricate  the  insicU;^ 
by  a  sort  of  summary  and  Ceesarean  process  of  d^n- 
vory,  forcing  the  hinges  from  one  of  tn* doors  which 
they  could  not  open  otherwise.  In  this  manner  were 
two  discohtfolaijs  dajus^h  Ek^faf  Kberiy  from  the 
womb  of  the  lettthertt  cAnkenilsnc^.  As  they  iiunie- 
diaiely  began  to  settle  their  cloines,  which  were  a 
little  deranged,  as  maybe  presumed,  I  concluded  they 
had  received  no  injury,  ana  did  not  venture  lo  obtrude 
my  services  at  their  toilette,  for  which,  I  understand, 
I  have  sitice  betn  rafleoced  tlpon  bj^-the  faiv  sufier^rs. 
The  outsiiUSf  who  rauat  have  been  discharged  from 
their  elevated  situation  by  a  shock  resembling  the 
springing  of  a  mino,  escaped,  nevertheless,  with  the 
usualallowance  of  scratcnes  and  bruises,  excepting 
three,  who.  having  been  pitched  into  the  river  Gan- 
der, were  qim(y  seeq  contending  with  the  tide,  like 
the  relics  of  JEn^wBkM  shipwreck,— 

Rari  affortunofUm  k^twgtu  rtesta. 

X  applied  my  poor  exertions  where  they  seemed  to 
be  most  ntedeo,  and  with  the  assistance  of  one  or 
two  of  the  company  who  had  escaped  unhurt,  easily 
succeeded  in  ftaning  out  two  of  the  unfortunate  pas- 
sengers, who  wer^  stout  active  young;  fellows;  and 
but  for  the  preposterous  length  of  their  greai-coats, 
and  ilio  ojuulfy  fashionable  latitude  and  longitude  of 
Jtheir  Welungton  trousers,  would  have  required  little 
a.sii^taiice  iroai  any  one.  The  third  was  sickly  and 
elderly,  and  might  havti  perished  but  for  the  efTurts 
used  to  preserve  hinu 

When  ilie  two  great-coated  gentlemen  had  extrica- 
ted thejiiselves  from  the  river,  and  shaken  their  ears 
like  hure  wnier-doga,  a  violent  altercation  ensued  be- 
twixt theiu  and  the  conchman  and  guard,  concerning 
the  cause  of  ihcir  overthrow.  In  the  c^Jurse  of  the 
stjuybble,  I. observed  that  both  my  new  acquaintances 
belonged  to  the  law,  and  that  their  professional 
eharpness  was  likely  to  prove  an  over-match  for  the 
surly  and  oQlcial  tone  of  the  guardiaps  of  the  vehicle, 
^he  dispute  euded  in  the  guard  assuring  the  pas- 
sengers that  they  should  have  seals  in  a  heavy  coach 
which  would  pass  that  spot  in  lu^s  than  half  an  hour, 
providifu?  it  were  not  fi>ll.  Chance  seemed  to  favour 
this  arrangement,  for  when  the  expected  vehicle  ar- 
rived, there  were  only  t\\'0  places  occupied  in  a  car- 
riage which  professed  to  carry  six.  The  two  ladies 
.who  had  been  disinterred  out  of  the  fallisn  vehicle 
were  readily  admitteu,  but  positive  objections  were 
stated  by  those  prtvtoui(|y  in  possession  to  the  admit- 
tance of  the  two  (awyers,  whose  wettpd  garments 
being  much  of  the  nature  of  well-soaked  spunges, 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  they  would  remixl 
a  considerable  part  of  the  water  they  had  collected, 
to  the  inconvenience  of  their  fellow-passengets.  On 
the  other  hand,  tlie  lawvers  reiecied  a  seat  on  the 
roof,  alleging  that  they  had  only  taken  that  station 
for  pleasure  Tor  one  stage,  but  were  entitled  in  all  re- 
•pects  to  free  egress  and /egress  from  the  interior,  to 
.which  their  contri^ct  positively  referred.  After  some 
ttltercali«m,  in  which  something  was  s^id  upon  the 
edict  Xaultc,  canponesy  staoulariiy  the  coach  went 
oB'tJ'aving  the  learned  gentlemen  to  abide  by  their 
action  of  damages. 

Tliey  inimctliately  applied  to  me  to  £uidc  them  to 
the  next  village  and  the  best  inn ;  and^from  the  ac- 
count I  gave  them  of  the  Wallace-Head,  declared 
they  wors  much  better  pleased  to  stop  there  than  to 

So  forwa^  upon  the  terms  of  tliat  impudent  scoun- 
rcl  the  guard  of  the  Somerset.  All  tliat  they  now 
.wanted  was  a  lad  to  carry  their  travelling  bags,  who 
was  easily  procured  from  an  adjominj?  cotiage;  and 
•hey  prepared  lo  walk  forward,  when  they  found  iheDe 
was  anoih';:  passenj^er  in  the  $aine  desicrted  situa- 
tion with  thtinsdvcs.  This  was  the  elderjy  and  sick- 
ly-looking^ per.Mon,  who  had  beenprecipitated.inlo  the 
nver  flying  with  the  two ^oung  lawyers.  He,  it. seems, 
had  been  too  modest  to  push  bis  own  pica  against 
iLa  cuachinan  wb<m  he  saw  that  of  his  betters  rgect- 
td,  and  now  remained  behind  with  a  look  of  timid 
%nii«ty,  {plainly  iijtifnating'  that  he  was  dbficicm  ia 


those  means  of  recommendation  which  are  neoeasary 

passports  to  the  hospitality  of  an  inn. 

I  ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  the  two  dashing 
y^ung  blades,  for  such  they  seemed,  to  the  desolate 
condition  of  their  fellow-traveller.  They  took  the 
hint  with  ready  good-nature. 

"  0,  true,  Mr.  Dunover,"  said  one  of  the  youn festers, 
"you  mUat  n^t  remahi  on  the  paVe  here ;  jroji  must  fso 
and  have  8oln«  dinnef  wnh  uf-cHalkitaitd  I  niuist 
have  a  post-chaise  to  go  on,  at  all  events,  and  we  will 
set  vou  down  wherever  suits  you  best." 

The  poor  man.  for  such  his  dress,  as  well  as  his  dif- 
fidence, besp<)ke  him,  made  thesortof  acknowledK>nt{ 
bow  by  which  sa^s^  Scotchmani  "It's  too  mucli 
honour  for  the  like  of  me;"  and  followed  humbly 
behind  his  gav  patrons,  all  thi^  besprinkling  the 
dusty  road  as  toey  walked  along  with  the  moisture  of 
their  drenched  garments,  and  exhibiting  th«>  singular 
anfl  somewhat  rkhculove  appearance  of  three  persons 
sufl^ring^om  the  opposite  extremeof  humidity,  while 
the  summer  sun  was  at  its  height,  and  every  thine 
else  around  them  had  the  expression  of  heat  and 
drought  The  ridicule  did  not  escape  the  young  ^n- 
tlemen  themselves,  and  they  had  made  what  might- 
be  received  as  one  or  two  tolerable  jests  on  the  sub- 
ject before  they  had  advanced  far  on  their  peregri* 
nation. 

"  W^c  cannot  complain,  like  Cowley,"  said  one  of 
them,  "that  Gideon's  fleece  remains  dry,  while  all 
around  b  moist ;  this  is  the  reverse  of  the  miracle." 

"VVfi  ought  to  be  received  with  cratiiude  in  this 
good  town  I  we  bring  a  supply  of  what  they  seem  to 
need  most/^  said  Halkit. 

"And  di8tribute.it  with  unparalleled  generuifity." 
replied  his  companion ;  "  perforniing  the  part  of  three 
water-oarts  for  the  benefit  of  tht^ir  dust)'  roatls." 

"  We  come  before  them,  too,'*  said  Halkit,  "  in  full 
profectsional  (brce--counsel  and  agent"— 

"And  client,  said  the  young  advocate,  looking 
behind  him.  And  then  added,  lowering  his  voict^ 
"  that  looks  as  if  he  had  kept  such  dangerous  com- 
pany too  long," 

It  was,  indeed,  too  true,  that  the  humble  follower 
of  the  gay  youn^  men  had  the  threatlbare  appearance 
of  a  woni-out  luiuant,  and  I  could  not  but  smile  at 
the  conceit,  thougn  anxious  to  conceal  my  mirth  from 
the  object  of  it. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  Wallace  Inn,  the  elder  of 
the  Edinburgh  gentlemen,  and  whom  i  unders^od 
to  be  a  barrister, .  insisted  that  I  should  rcitiain  and 
take. part  of  their  dinner;  and  their  inquiries  and 
demands  speedily  put  my  landlord  and  his  'whole 
family  in  motion  topreduce  the  best  cheei  »vliich  the 
larder  and  cellar  afforded,  and  proceed  to  ^'juki  it  to 
,the  beet  advantage,  a  science  in  which  our  entertain- 
ers seemed  to  be  admirably  skilled.  In  other  retpecis 
they  were  lively  young  men,  in  the  hey-day  of  youth 
and  good  spirits,  playing  the  part  which  is  common 
to  the  higher  classes  of  the  law  at  Edinbuigh,  and 
which  nearly  resernbles  that  of  the  young  templars 
in  the  days  of  Steele  and  Addison.  An  air  of  giddy 
gayety  mingled  with  the  good  sense,  taste,  and  iii- 
formati^n  which  their  conversation  exhibited;  dnd 
it  seemed  to  be  their  object  to  unite  the  character  of 
men  of  fashion  and  lovers  of  the  polite  arts.  A  fine 
gentleman,  bred  up  in  the  thorough  idleness  and  in- 
anity of  pursuit,  which  I  understand  is  alwoluttfly 
necessary  to  the  character  in  perfection,  might  ia  all 
probability  have  Uaced  a  t^pgo  of  profession^  pedan- 
try which  marked. the  barrisier.in  spite  of  his  eRbrts, 
and  something  of  active  bustle  in  his  companion^  aoa 
would  certainly;  have  detected  more  than  a  fashiona- 
ble mixture  of  information  and  animated  interest  iii 
the  language  of  both.  But  to  me,  who  had  oo  pre- 
tensions to  be  so  critical,  my  companions  seemed  to 
form  a  very  happy  irdxtiire  of  good-breeding  and  libe- 
tal  information,  with  a  disposition  to  lii^ely  rctilp, 
pun,  and  jest,  ajnusicig  to  a  grave  man,  because  it  la 
what  he  himself  can  least  easily  command.       ^     , 

The  thin  pale-faced  man,  whom  their  gooa-natlirc 
had  brought  into  their  society,  looked  out  of  place,  as 
well  as  out  of  spirits ;  sale  on  the  edge  of  his  teat, 
and  kept  thechnir  at  two  feet  distance  frqm  thetfiiye; 
thus  Lncommod^l^jg^lCcp^si^rayy  in  cpavqup 
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ibr  vimiiil*  to  hist  mouth,  as  ifby  way  of  penance  for 
panakut'*  of  tUvni  in  tlie  compirny  of  hi;*  supuriore. 
Ar^tri  time  aficr  diniittr,  liaclinin:;  alt  eninaiy  to 
piriake of  xt\ti  wine,  uliich  cirouhited  fruely  muml,  lie 
in:'»:-.:i.  i  tiTrnsrlf  of  th«  hour  wh«n  the  chain*  had 
Ntn  opI' n.-<i  To  Httciid:  nn<l  Bnymi;  hj  wuulti  ht:  in 
h::.i'.t«'>  niOTit-jslly  wnIitJrcw  from  llH'***y'>riiin.:nt. 

Jji'k, '  s-a.'J  lM«i  barri-iior  to  hid  coipaiiion,  "I 
M!i— lUr  (hal  pnor  fcllnw's  Isicf;  yo'u  npokj*  nioro 
'.'j.i  ir.:iJ2  y'Mi  were  uware  of;  he  rcuily  is  otic  of  my 
Ijri:!-,  \nM»r  iiian." 

P!.virjnnn  V  ifcUooi]  Halkii—"!  suppose  you  mean 
a .=  ;.oiir  un:'  ami  unly  clkiii  ?" 

Tfn'.'i  ni»;  my  fault,  Jiick,"  r^^plitil  the  otlier, 
irhMt'naine  i  d;:*t'oviip:'i  was  Mardie.  "  Vou  are  to 
pve  iiif  all  your  buniuoiis  you  know  ;  anrl  if  youhav« 
lioiir.  cie  lo.'iriii-d  iseiiiicinaii  here  knowB  uotain^  can 
eir.««iOi  r.othin.ir.*' 

"Y-.o  *:'Hiii  \o  linvc  broualil  sonielhinpr  to  nothini; 
tlruJ^l.  n  liio  c-asf  of  that  honest  man.  lie  look^tuH 
iir^wengu^it  alioiit  to  honour  with  his  rt^fidcncc  the 

HEAKTOr   MlO-I«OTHIAN.'' 

'■  Viiu  3T^  ifiir«tnl\f^n — he  is  just  dL-Iivrrcd  frnni  it,— 
Oiirfnenil  horo  looUt)  for  an  <-x  pi  a  nation.  Pray,  >lr. 
P%:!.'/7un.  havi}  ymi  b«y.'n  in  rvhiihurgh  T' 

ImfvitjrfJ  111  tUc  arlinnativi;. 

'  Tiu.n  lou  luiK't  have  passed,  occapionally  at  least, 
ij:ii;h  p:^}Uai>(y  nut  so  faithfully  a.i  1  hui  doouud  to 


"  Not  cntin  ly,  my  friend,"  paid  Hardie  j  "  a  prison 
is  a  wurld  wiiiiin  li^^'lf,  and  has  its  own  h  i.sincsa, 
gricfx,  and  joys,  ptrculiar  to  its  circle.  Its  iinnuiofl 
are  sonu-tiuicssiiort-lived,  but  90  aro  soMir.rs  on  ser- 
vice; tlipy  arc  pour  p'intivtiy  to  th»;  world  without- 
hut  ihire  arn  d  yrics  of  wi.-;ilili  ami  poM-ny  amung 
tiurn,  and  so  s.mi*  arc  nlativcly  rich  also.  Th«:y 
cannot  ^tir  abniud,  bnL  ncii!i-r  can  the.  pnrris<in  of  a 
U>ii^'<.Hl  h»rt.  or  tlf;  cr<;w  of  a  phip  at  t»cji;  and  ihiy 
arc  n()i  i.ndi.r  a  diMuiiisuiiou  i|uitc  tio  dt;si)iT.-iir*  as 
either,  for  liii-y  r.iny  Iuinc  as  luiich  food  as  tlicy  hnv« 
inon'.y  to  hiiv.  ami  an;  not  ohli^cd  to  work  whether 
tluy  have  food  or  not." 

"  Hut  what  Viiricty  of  incident.'*  said  I,  (not  with- 
out a  Si:crcl  view  lo  uiy  nrcscnt  task,)  "c"'.ii:il  dhhw- 
bly  ha  til  rived  from  eucli  u  work  as  yon  are  pleasi^ 
to  talk  of  7" 

"Infinite,"  npliwl  the  yoinm  advocate.  "What- 
evnr  of  f^uilr,  crinic,  ini|)osturc,  folly,  uidie.ird-of  niis- 
forlimcs,  and  unlookid  lor  chan:rc.  of  fortiiii  ■.  can  be 
found  Uic\u  qiu'r  lif".',  my  Laj^t  Speech  of  tiic  Tolhooth 
should  illu-^trate  with  examples  sulhcicul  to  goi^o 
i-veti  the  puidi«:'!*  all-dcVduriui^  apiK'titu  foi  tijc  won- 
derful and  horiihl.-.  The  invt'utor  td'  fu.tiJ.n.s  nar- 
raiivi-s  lias  to  rack  liis  brains  for  means  to  divcrriify 
his  talc,  and  after  all  can  hardlv  hit  upon  characters 
or  incidenJ:?  winch  have  not  oecu  used  :i.i::tin  and 
a'.'ain,  uiiiil  th.-v  arc  I'amiliar  tr»  the  eye  oftim  reader, 


bi.thr<M!^h  a  nnrruw   inirirntR  p'lssa^c,  K-aiiin^  out'  i-o  that  tiie  d>  v:  lop.ui-iit,  eullrtmcut^  the  d»-.«f>i:rato 
u  t:v  iior'h-wrsi  corner  of  ihe  Parhanunt  .Siu.irc,    wouml  oi  wliich  the  hero  never  dies,  the  burning 


L>ip.!.-s(ii'4  by  a  hi^li  and  auiuiue  buUuin^,  with  tur 
:-Mi:\''\  iron  tiriites*, 

Makiiis  C'riil  ili^  unyin:;  nd<], 

N«ar  lU-r  4-l:un".tl  :i  ui  J.ir  f,i»in  Hud"— 

Mr.  Ilalkit  broke  in  upon  liia  l.-arnrd  counsel,  to 
cjn!i.iH|!»j  hia  niiiiciy  to  riie  riddle— "  Having  at  the 
:j»:  :l.e  8i:-'n  of  the  Ke«l  Man" 

"AnJiKin^'in  the  whoh:,"  resumed  the  counsellor, 
3:'-rri;p'.iic^  ni8  fri'jnil  in  his  turn,  "a  sort  of  piacu 
*a-rf  iu!ai|.irtune  is  hippily  <!Oijf  juiidel  with  y^iit, 
■*ii'.re;fli  who  are  in  wisii  to  ;;eloul" 

".\nd  where  nono  who  havu  the  ?ood  luck  to  bo 
H'. \iu-<h  to  cfit  in,''  added  his  companion. 

"Ir.jjio. ivi:  you,  gentlemen,"  icplitd  I ;  "you  mean 
t'p'^ui." 

'Tbe  pri.aon,"  addr;d  th»?  vounslawyer—"  Von  have 
i.-iii.— die  very  revt-rend  ToliKMith  itself;  and  let  me 
^'•^  y>>ii,  yuu  are  oblii^ed  lo  us  for  descrilun^  it  with 
!>  miscn  liiodt-sty  .nnd  f»rcvity;  for  with  whatever 
iiupliiiciiious  we  nii.t^ht  have  eun.«<un  to  decorate  the 
Kilij-xi,  you  lay  entirely  at  our  nu^rcy,  sine*;  the 
rr.iu-rs  (.'onscripr  of  our  city  have  deon ed,  that  the 
vukTahle  i<lilicc  its«  If  shall  not  reuiam  in  existence 
locre-.iirm  i>r  to  confute  us." 

"Taen  the  Tulbooth  of  Edinbun;b  is  called  the 
H'lri  of  Mid-Lothian  ('*  said  I. 

"i>i»  ti-rmed  and  rtpute«J,  I  assure  von." 

'i  lumk,''  eaid  I,  with  the  haslil'ul  ditfidcncc  with 
^\x\i  a  man  lets  slip  a  p<:n  in  the  presence  of  his 
^'prriorf,  "the  metropoliiun  county  may,  in  that 
f-'-.  \'f.  said  lo  havH  n  sad  heart," 

'  Rijut  OS  my  glove,  Mr.  Patlir«on,"  added  Mr. 
Hinii';  "and  a  tloso  heart,  and  a  hard  heart— Kcvp 
ii'-V.  Jack." 

'.Vui  a  wicked  hf'art,  and  a  poor  heart,"  answered 
IlKlkit.  doin^  his  best. 

".Uid  y>;t  ii  may  be  calb>d  in  some  sort  a  stroni; 
^yi,  and  a  hi<n  heart,"  rrjoiuKl  the  advocate. 
'Voj  ^a  i  can  pnl  you  both  mil  oi  heart." 

''1  have  played  all  my  hearts,"  said  the  younger 
X^tli-aian. 

'Then  weMl  have  another  lead,"  answered  his 
(^(^paaion.— "  And  aa  to  the  old  and  condenmed  Tol- 
'^)ta.  what  pity  the  same  honour  cannot  be  done  to 
^,39  h.'ts  betin  ciono  to  many  of  its  inmatt-s.  Why 
'■'i^dd  not  iheTolbooih  have  irs  '  Ln^t  Speech,  Tou- 
f»»Kin,  and  DyinK  Words?'  The  old  stones  would 
»iju»t  as  cons'cioua  of  the  honour  as  many  a  poor 
C'Vl  who  has  d.injc;tt>d  like  a  tassel  at  the  w'esi  emi 
4  it,  while  Uie  hnwkers  were  shouting  n  confession 
^fu'prit  had  never  heard  of." 

**!  A:n  afraid,*'  Huid  I,  "  if  I  mi^ht  presume  to  give 


B>r  opinion,  it  would  he  a  tain  vi'  uiivarivd  narrow  j  while. 


fever  fiom  wliicji  ili"  hcn»ine  is  sure  lo  rc.-ov«  r.  ! 
come  a  niere  matter  of  eours<!.  I  join  with  my  ho- 
nest friend  CrsjI-he,  and  have  an  unlucky  propensity 
to  hope  when  li(i|i;-  is  I'jsi,  ainl  to  rely  upon  the  cork- 
jacket,  which  «Mrri'S  the  heroes  of  romance  safe 
through  all  tli»»  billows  of  aflliclion."  He  then  de- 
daimeii  th(>  follovviir.'passaQ'e,  rather  with  too  much 
than  t'}»  liiilc  e:np[iasis  : 

"  .Mil  :li  l'nvi«  I  I',  nrtl.  tint  nin  nn  mom  nfniMl. 

Wli-n  n-iiiir-  rli:i!>i'i  Ii>.'  isi'y.  li»  fo:i.i  wn'ifli  boiM}''l, 

I>  liM't-ti  ■■•iiiiy  .-  '.Ml  >i|rii  ili^trurti-il  ^|ic!«:<l, 

TImt  fli>'  riiif.'ii  fiN*-  h  (ln>»i|('iii  il»^'t!. 

No*  •«<•  (!<•  I  -  T^'t  k.iititl  Miiliii  iiiiiHiiiiid 

Ttio  'MiiiMD  tilir,  iiriii  liic  a  in>>tii  Hiuund  ; 

I.cj  :ti->i'.'  hi  'ir:i  t-!i  iiii'k-  .-iiid  !iar»  »»f  hUci, 

Anil  ke— :.'r>  r  ii-l.  mii-Ii  ii«  ti'-vit  ti"'l ; 

%Vcii  mil  ■!  .(Me.'*-  liMii-  II H'  i-urw  hiii  ptr, 

Anil  wiii'ii  •^lii-  l>i>::>.  li-t  iii'Mi  nii'i  iimiiii*  deny  , 

It'"  wifidiiwii  Oicr-  liiiMi  whieii  ^lie  d.iron  imI  rul], 

Ami  lii-i:i  HO  i!i<'iMii.  Mh  III  vmn  !'•  r.ill ; 

Siill  in"in>  of  f-.-..iiini  will  itiniin  Puwi-rdovi'e, 

And  fruMi  ilie  iiiilll.-il  ruilliit  MiHtrit  Iih  pri/K." 

"The  emI  of  uncorininty,"  ho  conclud<nl,  "is  the 
death  of  interest ;  and  hence  it  happens  that  no  one 
now  reads  novels." 

''H»;ar  him,  \c  puis  I"  relumed  his  companion. 
"I  assure  ycui,  ^Ir.  F*atlie£on,  yon  will  haroly  visit 
this  Icarm-d  ii<;iii!cman,  but  you  are  likelv  to  find  the 
new  novel  nmsl  in  nnule  lyiuK  on  his  talde,— snualy 
intrenched,  howevi.-r,  U-math  b!tair*s  Instiiulcs,  or  aa 
op«'n  Volume  of  Morrison's  Decisions/] 

"I)t)  I  «!<.uy  If?'"  said  the  hopeful  juri.^consnlt,  "or 
\yhcreiorrt  sIjomIiI  I,  <mi'e  it  is  wvll  known  tliese  Da- 
lilahs  se-iuce  iiiv  wi««ers  and  my  betters?  May  they 
not  be  found  luslvini:  amidst  the  multiplied  nicmorTala 
of  our  nioht  disiiirjLiii.siied  couns4.l,  and  even  p>iping 
from  under  tin-  iMishion  of  a  iudiie's  arm-cliair".'  Our 
seniors  at  th<.'  bar,  within  the  bar,  and  i\vi\  on  the 
bench,  read  novels;  and,  if  not  belied,  some  of  ihem 
have  written  imvi  N  into  the  bar^zain.  1  only  say, 
that  I  read  from  habit  nnd  from  indoionce,  not  from 
nal  inierefrt ;  ihaf,  i:ke  .Vucicnt  Pistol  devouring  his 
leek,  I  road  and  swear  till  I  >:»i  lo  the  einiof  Uu  !iar- 
rative.  Hut  not  so  in  the  real  records  of  In/man  Vii- 
pan»is--nol  so  in  liie  !StateTiial.s,  or  in  il  e  Iii^ok^  of 
Adjournal,  whi:re  evf  ry  now  and  then  ymi  read  new 
p.-iucs  of  tile  human  lii-arl,  and  turns  of  fortune  far 
b'.'yond  what  tiic  holdi.st  novi  list  ever  alteu:plcil  lo 
prodiiCi*  from  the  roina;.'e  of  his  brain." 

"-■\nd  for  such  narrativiSj"  1  a'^kinl,  "you  suppose 
the  history  of  the  Prison  ot  Kdiiiburi^h  m:>;ht  ailbrd 
appropriate  materials  ?" 

"In  a  deurec  unusually  ample,  my  dear  sir,"  said 
Hardie—'*  Fill   ^mir  tilass,  lv>v.'»iNv;t,  \n  \.\\vi  \\\v.w\ 


ri  nnniie —  rut  )iuir  tiiass,  vv>vi»iNvi,  \a\  \uvi  ww.yvw 
j  while.  Was  il  noi  (oi:  mauv  ^v:'*!!*  vW  yWv\\\vi\\\M\\ 
j  the  ScotUali  pacUaiucui  u\a'\    NNv\«  vl  VLo\^dXk\x£i2 
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place  of  refuge,  when  the  m^ih,  inflnmed  b)'  a  sedi- 
tious preacher,  broke  forth  on  Uiin  with  the  cries  of 
'The  sworrf  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon— bring  forth 
the  wicked  Haninn?*  Since  that  time  how  mnnv 
jiuarts  have  throM>ed  within  ihcflp  walls,  as  the  lull- 
ing of  tlie  neighbouring  Ih:I!  anuountrHt)  to  them  how 
last  the  sands  of  thi-ir  hfe.  were  etihing;  how  many 
rnuoi  have  sunk  at  the  soiinrj*— how  many  were  sup- 
ported by  stubborn  pride  and  do;;.;td  rt solution —how 
many  by  the  consolations  of  n;]ii;irm7  Have  there 
not  been  Mouie,  who,  looking  back  on  the  motives  of 
their  crimes,  were  scarce  abl».>  to  understand  how  they 
fibould  have  iiad  auch  temptation  as  to  seduce  them 
from  virtue?  and  hsTi^  there  not,  perhaps,  been 
others,  wIkj,  sensible  of  their  innocence,  were  divideii 
between  indignation  at  the  undc-servid  docmi  wliich  : 
they  were  to  undergo,  consL*ioiisncs.4  that  they  had 
not  dc8er\'cd  it,  and  rackin;;  anxiety  to  discover  som<* 
way  in  which  they  niishl  yet  vindicate  themselves  ? 
Do  you  supfMjse  any  of  thesi;  di.cp,  powerful,  and  nn\-  ' 
tatini;  feelin^d,  can  be  recorded  and  peniscd  without 
exciting  a  cftrrespondingdepthof  de.-p.  pDw^rful.  and  | 
a^taiin^  interest?— O!  do  but  wait  till  I  publish  the  ; 
Causes  Celebrex  of  Caleddnia.  and  you  will  fmd  no  \ 
want  of  a  novel  or  a  tragedy  for  snme  time  to  come. 
The  true  thing  will  triumph'over  the  brightest  inven- 
tions of  the  most  anient  imagination.  Magna  tat 
verilaa,  et  prwratebit." 

"  I  have  imderstood,"  said  I,  encouraged  by  the 
afTability  of  my  rattling  entertainer,  "  that  less  of  this 
interest  must  attach  to  Scottish  junspnidence  than  to 
that  of  any  other  country.  The  general  morality  of 
our  pe«)ple,  their  sober  and  prudent  habits" 

"  Secure  them,"  said  the  barrisler,  "  against  any 
great  increase  ol^  profes«>ional  thieves  and  depn.fla- 
tors,  but  not  against  wild  and  wayward  sizirtii  of  fancy 
and  passion, -producing  crimes  of  an  extraordinar)' 
descnption,  which  are  precisely  those  to  the  detail  of 
which  we  listen  with  thrillmn  interest.  England  has 
been  much  longer  a  highly  civilizr^d  countrv ;  her  sub- 
jects have  he^'ii  very  strictly  amenable  to  laws  admi- 
nistered Wiiiiout  fear  or  favour,  a  complete  division 
of  talniur  has  taken  piac<!  among  her  subjects,  and 
the  very  thieves  and  robbers  form  a  distinct  class  in 
society,  subdivided  among  themselves  according  to 
the  subject  of  their  depredations,  and  the  mode  in 
which  tiiey  carry  them  on,  acting  upon  regidar  habits 
and  principles,  which  can  be  calculated  and  aniiri- 

(>aUHi  at  Bow  Street,  HatlonCvarden,  or  theOld  Uni- 
ey.    Our  sister  kingdom  is  like  a  cidtivatcfl  iieid,— 
the  farmer  expects  that,  in  spite  of  all  his  care,  a  cer- 
tain number  of  weeds  will  rise  with  the  com,  and 
can  tell  you  liefurehand  their  names  and  appearance. 
But  Scotland  is  like  one  of  her  own  Highland  glens, 
and  the  moralist  who  reads  the  records  of  her  crimi- 
nal jurisprudence,  will  find  as  many  curious  anoma- 
lous facts  in  the  history  of  mind,  as  the  l>otanist  will 
detect  rare  fi)et:imens  amimg  her  dinglfS  and  clifTs*.'* 
"And  that's  all  the  good  you  have  obtained  from  i 
thnte  perusals  of  the   (.-ommentarics  oil    Scottish  | 
Criminal  Jurisprudence?"  said  his  companion.  "I  sup-  I 
pose  the  Icumcfl  author  ver>'  little  thinks  that  the  facts  i 
which  his  erudition  and  aciiteness  have  accumulated  i 
for  the  illustration  of  legal  doctrines,  might  l>e  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  form  a  sort  uf  appendix  to  the  half-bound 
and  slip-shod  volumesof  the  circulating  library." 

"I'll  ht'l  vtm  a  pint  of  claret"  said  the  elder  law- 
yer, "  that  h'?  will  n»)t  feel  sore  at  the  comparison. 
But  as  we  say  at  the  bar,  '  I  beg  I  may  not  Ih>  inter- 
runied/  I  have  much  more  to  sav  upon  my  Srrjttish 
collection  of  Catig^a  ('fl7:brf«.    Vou  will  plt»ase  re- 
collect the  scope  and  motive  given  for  the  contrivance 
and  execution  of  many  extraordinarv  and  daring 
enmes,  by  the  long  civil  dissensions  of  Scotland— by 
the  hereditary  jurisi I ict ions,  which,  until  17-j!^,  rested 
the  invest iuatiun  of  crimcM  in  judges,  ignorant,  par- 
tial. Of  interestwl— hy  the  habits  of  the  gentry,  shut 
up  ill  their  distant  and   solitary  mansion-houses, 
nuTsina  their  revenaeful  passions  just  to  keep  their 
hJood  from  stagnating— not  to  mention  that  amiable 
nationa/ f/iinlifivatiim.  ca\h<\  the  perftrridum  intfe- 
ntum  AS!rxf/ort/ffi^  whirh  our  lawyers  join  in  alleging 
nUMffS^^^'l  ^'"^,  ''^*  .«vitr/ry  of  itomv  of  our  enact- 
viextiM,     tvhen  1  come  to  trcut  ofmmtten  bo  myate- 


rious.  deep,  and  dangprmis,  as  thew  cirnimsrancai 
have  given  rise  to,  the  blood  of  each  reader  shall  ba 
curdle  1 1,  and  his  epidermis  crisped  into  jKoose  skin.^ 
But,  hist !— hi^re  comes  the  landlord,  with  tidinga.  I 
suppose,  that  thr  chaine  is  reaily." 

It  was  nasueh  thing— the  tidings  bore,  that  no 
chais4'  coiilCjiC  had  that  evening,  for  Sir  Peter  Pliem 
had  carri*'dT..''war<i  my  landlonls  two  pairs  of  horses 
that  iiKirning  to  the  ancient  royal  boroush  of  Bub- 
Mebiirjh,  to  look  after  his  inten'st  there.  But  aa 
Huhhiehuru'h  is  only  one  of  a  set  of  five  boroiigha 
whii'h  cli.h  their  shares  for  a  member  of  paHiameni, 
Sir  Pettr's  ailver.'*ary  had  judiciously  watcheii  hia 
di-pariurv,  in  order  to  commence  a  eaiiva*«n  in  the  no 
\iv^  royal  boroiii^h  of  Bitem,  which,  as  all  the  world 
knows,  lies  at  the  very  termination  of  Sir  Peter^a 
a\Tnue,  and  has  lieen  held  in  leading-strings  by  him 
nud  hid  aiieesrors  for  time  iiiimeinorial.  Now  Sir 
Pi'ter  was  thus  placi'd  in  the  situation  of  an  ambi- 
tious monarch,  wiio,  after  having  commenced  a 
daring  inroad  into  his  enemies'  territories,  is  suddenl/ 
recalled  \»y  nii  invasion  of  his  own  hert*(litan'  domi- 
nion*. He  was  obligL-d  in  cons»tiiMnce  to  return  from 
the  half- won  borough  of  Bubblcburgh  to  hH>k  after 
the  hall-loHt  borouuh  of  Kitem,  and  the  two  pain 
of  horsi-s  which  had  carritil  him  that  morning  to 
Kiibbleliiirdi.  were  now  forcibly  detained  to  transport 
him,  his  a^cnt,  his  valet,  his  it;ster,  and  his  hard- 
drinkiT,  across  the  country  to  Bitem.  The  cause  ot 
this  detention,  which  to  me  was  of  as  little  conse- 
quence as  It  may  l>e  to  the  render,  was  important 
enough  to  my  companions  to  reconcile  them  to  the 
delay.  Like'eajiUs,  they  snir||«l  the  battle  nfur  ofT, 
onlored  a  ina.:;ninu  of  claret  and  bwls  at  the  Wallace, 
and  eriteri'd  at  full  career  into  the  Kubbleburgh  and 
Bitem  politics,  with  all  the  probable  "petitions  and 
coriipliiiiii!i"  to  which  they  were  likely  to  give  rise. 

In  the  midst  of  an  anxious,  animate<l.  and,  to  me, 
mo*>t  unintelligible  diseussion,  concerning  provosts^ 
baiiies,  dencfmx,  ».*tsof  boroughs,  b.-ets.  town-clerks, 
buri.'esi*es,  nsid»nl  and  non-resident,  all  of  a  sudden 
the  lawyrr  reeollecte*!  himself.  "Poor  Dunover,  wa 
iniis?  not  t'orset  him  ;"  and  the  landlord  was  dispatch- 
wl  ill  (jiieMt  of  the  rf}»T-rf  htmleuXt  with  an  earnestly 
civil  invUaiinn  to  him  for  the  rei*t  of  the  evening.  I 
coulil  no!  Iielp  askins  the  younx  gentlemen  if  ihcy 
knew  the  history  of  this  poijrman;  and  the  counsel- 
lor applied  himself  to  his  pocket  to  recover  the  me- 
morial or  brief  from  which  he  had  statid  his  cause. 

"  He  has  Iteeri  a  eandidate  for  our  nmedivm  mUtf 
rabUr.y'-  said  Mr.  Hardie.  "commoidy  called  a  eetutio 
bonorum.  As  there  a  re  divines  who  have  doubled  thi 
eternity  uf  future  punishmentd,  so  the  Scotch  law- 
yers seem  to  have  thought  that  the  crime  of  poverty 
mi^ht  be  atoned  for  by  something  short  of  pi>rpctuai 
imprisonment.  .After  a  month's  confinement,  you 
must  know,  a  pristmor  for  debt  isentiiM,  (m  a  sufTi- 
cient  statement  to  our  Siipn-ine  Court,  settin;?  forth 
the  amount  of  his  funds,  and  the  nature  of  his  mis- 
fortunes,  and  surrentliTins  all  his  efllrts  to  his  credi- 
tors, to  claim  to  be  diseharged  from  prison." 

"I  had  heard,"  I  rii)lied,^'of  such  a  huiiiai 
lation." 

"  Ves,"  said  Ilalkit,  "  and  the  beauty  of  it  is.  a0 
the  fore'gn  fellow  said,  you  may  get  the  ctsttio  when 
the  bonoruvt.^  are  all  Fpent— But  what,  are  you  puz- 
zling in  your  poekets  to  seek  your  only  memorial 
anions  old  play-bills,  letters  reoiiesting  a  meeting  of 
the  Faiiilly,  niles  of  the  S|»eculative  Society,  sylla- 
bus' of  l»'<Mures — all  the  niiB«;ellancoua  contents  of  a 
younii  advocate's  rocket,  which  contains  every  thing 
hut  briefs  and  hank  notes  ?  Can  vou  not  state  a  case 
of  cfssio  without  your  memoriRl )  Why  it  is  done 
everv  Sntunlay.  The  events  follow  each  other  aa 
regularly  as  clock-work,  and  one  form  of  conde- 
scendence mi^ht  suit  ever>'  one  of  them." 

"  This  is  very  unlike  the  variety  of  distress  which 
this  gentleman  stated  to  fall  under  the  consideration 
of  vour  judges,",  said  I. 

"True,"  replied  Halkit;  "but  Hanlie  spoke  ol 
criminal  iunspriidence,  and  this  business  is  puretf 
civil.  I  could  \ilead  a  cetifio  mrseli  without  the  in- 
s^irins  honours  ot  ii  vlowu  m\A  \\\tw-\;\\Wd  ^•riwi^^ 
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J>«ign  DiUs  with  a  friend,  for 

ffbieb  b»  received  no  vaUie-7-UQdktrd  sequesirates— 
ee&an  accept  a  composition— pursuer  sets  up  a 
pidk-liouae-^fails  a  second  tiroe^is  incarcerated  for 
I  ^  of  tea  pounds  seven  shillings  and  sixpence— 
ii debts  aioouru  t4>  plank— bis  losses  to  blank— bis 
Mil  u>  blank — cleaving  a  balance  of  blank  in  bis  fa- 
1^.  There  is  no  opposition  s  your  lordsbipil  will 
^euemat  commission  to  take  his  oath." 

Hanue  now  renounced  this  inol&ctual  search,  in 
whkk  there  was  perhtps  a  little  affectation,  and  told 
uibe  tale  of  poor  Duoover's  distresses,  with  a  tone 
1  which  a  degree  of  feeling,  which  he  Seemed 
ish&medof  as  uo professional,  mingled  with  his  at- 
tcnpti  at  wit.  and  did  him  more  honour.  It  was  one 
of  tkne  tale«  which  seem  to  argue  a  sort  of  ill-luck 
(a  fatality  attached  to  the  hero.  A  well-informed, 
irkksuious,  and  blameless^  but  poor  and  bashful  man, 
hni  ia  vain  essayed  all  the  usual  means  by  which 
Gtbeis  acq^ite  independence,  yet  had  never  succeeded 
beyond  the  attainment  of  bare  subsistence.  During 
t  bnef  gleara  of  hope,  rather  than  of  actual  prosperity, 
k  had  added  a  wife  and  family  to  his  cares,  but  tlie 
iiva  was  speedily  overcast  Every  thing  retrogra- 
<ii  with  him  towards  the  ver^e  of  the  mtry  Slough 
<9fDe^xmd,  which  yawns  for  insolvoiit  debtors;  and 
a/W  catcblng  at  each  twig,  and  experiencing  the  pro- 
tected agony  of  feeling,  them  one.  by  one  elude  his 
piap,  he  actually  sunk  into  the  tniry  pit  whence  he 
w  hal  been  extricated  by  the  professional  exertions 
of  Hanli& 

**.And,  I  suppose,  now  you  have  dragged  thi»  poor 
deril  sshoTb,  you  will  leave  him  half  naked  pn  the 
beach  to  provide  for  himself  T*.  said  Halkit.  **  Hark 
rai"— andhe  whispered  something  in  his  ear,  of  which 
^peoetrating  ana  insinuating  words,  "laterest  with 
■^Locd,*'  alone  reached  mine. 
^  It  is  ^simi  exempli.*^  said  Hardie  laughing, 
to  provide  for  a  fumed  client  j  but  I  wa8  thinking 
of  what  you  mention,  provided  it  can  be  managed— 
whush !  here  he  comes." 

The  recent  relation  of  the  poor  man'i  misfortunes 
Mfl  given  him,  I  was  pleased  to  observe,  a  claim  to 
utt  attention  and  respect  of  the  young  men,  who 
^ttiedhim  with  ^reat  civikty,  and  gradually  engaged 
o^  ma  conversation,  which,  much  to  myaatisiac- 
|fc>Qj  again  turned  upon  the  Causes  CHlhrta  of  Scot- 
land. Embolden^  by  the  kindness  with  which  he 
^  treaited,  Mr,  Dunover  began  to  contribute  his 
■^  to  the  am«sement  of  the  eveninjg.  Jail$,  like 
ouier  places,  have  their  ancient  traditions,  known 
^yto  ihe  inhabitants,  and  handed  down  from  one 
ft!  of  the  melancholy  lodgers  to  the  next  who  occupy 
H'fi*^  cells.  Some  of  thescL  which  DunoVer  men- 
^ned,  were  interesting,  and  served  to  illustrate  the 
pnjuves  of  remarkable  trials,  which  Hardie  had  at 
^1  ^  enda,  and  which  his  companion  was  also 
^ell  skilled  in.  This  sort  of  conversation  passed 
}*»/  the  evening  till  the  early  hour  when  Mr. 
trover  chose  to  retire  to  rest  and  1  also  retreated 
^  ~5®  do%irn  memorandums  of^  what  I  had  learned, 
if  J  k  *^  **^  another  narrative  to  those  which  it 
^  been  my  chief  amusement  to  collect,  and  to 
[J^te  onl  in  detail.  Tlie'two  young  men  ordered  a 
oioued  bone,  Madeira  negus,  and  a  pack  of  cards,  and 
ttwamenced  a  game  at  picqucu 

Wcxt  morning  the  travellers  left  Gandercleugh.  1 
rjf[^?nu  learned  from  the  papers  that  both  have 
Jjen  «nce  engaged  in  the  great  political  cause  of 
oWeburgh  and  Bitem,  a  summary  case,  and  en- 
Jtjea  to  particular  dispatch  1  but  which,  it  is  thought, 
J^enhriess,  may  outlast  the  duration  of  the  parlia- 
J^t  to  which  the  contest  refers.  Mr.  Halkit.  as  the 
JjygWfs  informed  me,  acts  as  agent  or  solicitor ; 
2?  ■"'•  Hardie  opened  for  Sir  Peter  Plyem  withshi- 
g»*]' amluv,  and  to  such  good  purpose,  that  I  under- 
W*. he  has  since  bad  fewer  play-bills  and  more 
JJ2'i"^'?  pocket.  And  both  the  ycimg  gentlemen 
2?J^2Jneir jgood  Ibrtune ;  fbr  I  learned  from  Dun- 
Jjw.  irho  callod  on  me  jome  weeks  afterwards,  and 
jmmttnicaied  the  intB^^igence  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 

^^t&or  mtfltest  Md  wailed  to  obta^  him  a  tmall , 


oflpca  Jm  the  diGCsnt  oavotsntBiQfupC  his  ftmiliK  \  apd 

that,  alter  a  train  of  constant  anaiimntem9>ted  mis-  , 
fortune,  ne  could  trace  a  dawn  of  prospenty  to  hii 
having  the  good  fortune  to  be  flusg  from  the  top  of  a 
mail-coach  into  the  river  Gander,  in  company  with 
an  advocate  and  a  writer  to  the  signeL  The  reader 
will  not  perhaps  deem  himself  equally  obliged  to  the 
accideitf,  since  it  brings  upon  him  the  fdiowing  nar- 
rative, founded  upon  the  conversation  of  the  evening. 


CHAPTER  n. 
'VfttM^i^  %6#n  at  Pari*  nia«t  nemis  know  the  Oi^fS 
Tb«  fatal  rttreal  of  the  unrortuntte  ^r<««, 
VThera  boiUNir  and  jasiice  rao<«t  •ddlr  contrjbuta* 
To  eaae  haroe*'  pain#  bjr  an  halter  ana  gibbet. 

Then  death  breakr  Hm  ihaoMeri  wtiieb  fbree  bad  pqt  on, 
An4  thehanfmim  complelee  MMmt  the  judm  but  b«g«a  1 
Tliere  tiie  wiuira  of  the  poet,  and  knight  of  the  po4t. 
Find  their  paiiu  no  more  baulked,  and  their  hopes  no  moi# 
erouU  PaioR. 

In  former  timcjs,  Enghind  had  her  Tybom,  to  which  . 
the  devoted  victmis  ot  justice  were  conducted  in  so- 
lemn procession  up  what  is  now  called  Oxford-Road. 
In  Emnburgh,  a  large  open  street,  or  rather  oblong 
equare,  surrounded  by  high  houses,  called  the  Grass- 
market,  was  used  for  the  ^ame  melancholy  purpose. 
It  was  not  ill  chosen  for  such  a  scene,  being  of  con- 
siderable extent  and  therefore  fit  to  accommodate  a 
great  number  01  «i>ectatorB,  such  a^  are  usually  as- 
sembled by  this  melancholy  spectacle.  On  the  other 
hand,  few  of  the  houses  which  surround  it  were, 
even  in  early  times,  inhabited  by  persons  of  fashion  j 
so  that  those  likelv  to  be  offenoea  or  over  deeply  af- 
fected by  such  unpleasant  exhibitions  were  not  in  tho 
way  of  having  tneir  quiet  disturbed  by  them.  The 
houses  in  the  Grass-market  are,  generally  speaking; 
of  a  mean  description ;  yet  the  pUuce  is  not  without 
some  features  or  grandeur,  being  overhung  by  the 
southern  side  of  tne  huge  rock  on  which  the  castle 
stands,  and  by  the  moss-grown  battlements  and  tur- 
r^ted  walls  of  that  ancient  fortress. 

It  was  the  custom,  until  within  these  thirty  years, 
or  thereabouts,  to  use  this  esplanade  for  the  scene  01' 
public  executions.  The  fatal  day  was  announced  to 
the  public,  by  the  appearance  ot  a  huge  black  gal- 
lows-tree towards  the  eastern  end  of  the  Grrass-mar- 
kec.  This  ill-omened  apparition  was  of  neat  height, 
with  a  scaflbld  surrounding  it«  and  a  double  ladder 
placed  against  it,  for  the  ascent  of  the  unhappy  crimi- 
nal and  the  executioner.  As  this  apparatus  was 
always  arranged  before  dawn,  it  seemed  as  if  the 
gallows  had  grown  out  01  the  earth  in  the  course  of 
one  night,  like  the  production  of  som^  foul  demon ; 
and  I  well  remember  the  fright  with  which  the  school-' 
boys,  when  I  was  one  of  their  number,  used  to  reganlr 
these  ominous  signs  of  deadly  preparation.  On  the 
night  after  the  execution  the  gallows  again  disappear-; 
edTand  was  conveyed  in  silence  and  darkness  to  the 
place  where  it  was  usually  d^osited.  which  was  one 
of  the  vaultri  under  the  rarliament-nouse,  or  courtfll 
of  justice.  This  mode  of  execution  is  now  exchanged 
for  one  similar  to  that  in  front  of  Newgate,— with 
what  benefkial  ^eci  is  uncertain!  The  mental  suf- 
ferings of  the  convict  are  indeed  shortened.  He  no 
longer  stalks  between  the  attendant  clergymen, 
dressed  in  his  grave-clotheS}  through  ^  "onsiderabto 
part  of  the  city,  looking  like  a  moving  and  walking* 
corpse^  while  yet  an  inluibitant  of  this  world ;  but,  ai 
the  ultimate  purpose  of  punishment  has  ih  view  the. 
prevention  of  crimes,  it  ma^  at  least  be  doubted, 
whether,  in  abridgin/^  the  metaneholv  ceremony,  wo 
have  not  in  part  diminished  that  appiilting  effect  upon 
rhe  spectators  which  is  the  osefui  end  of  all  sucn  in- 
flictions, and  in  consideration  of  which  alone,  union 
in  very  particular  cases,  capital  sentences  can  lie  tu* 
together  justified. 

On  the  7th  day  of  September,  173B,  these  omin(>ui| 
preparations  for  execution  were  descried  in  the  place 
we  have  described,  and  at  an  early  hour  the  spark 
around  began  to  be  occupied  by  several  groups,  wh<l 
gazed  on  the  scafibid  and  gibbet  with  a  stem  anf 
vindictive  show  of  satisfaction  very  seldom  testiflej 
b^  the  populace,  whose  good-aatur^  in  most  cast^ 
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forcetstliprrimeofthp  condemned  pennon,  nnd  dwells  !  condnmn^d  to  death,  chiefly  on  the  eTidence  of  an 
only  on  l>i«  misery.   But  the  ant  of  whirh  th«  expoct-    Qccomplice. 


ed  nilprii  had  been  convictt-d  wns  of  a  description 
calculntcd  mmrly  and  closely  to  nwaken  and  irritate 
the  rtiS'-nrfnl  feelinj^s  of  the  multiiutle.    Th»^  talc  is 


Many  thought,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  men'f 
prroncoii^  dpinion  of  the  nature  of  the  action  they  had 
coinmiiT'd,  justice  nili^hi  have  been  satisliid  with  a 


well  knuwri ;  yet  it  is  nt^cpssury  to  n;rnpitijlate  its  I  leKS  forifrittiro  than  that  of  two  lives.  On  the  other 
leadin,:;  (:in*imie>tances,  for  the  hetrer  iiiidfrHtanding  '  hand,  from  tlieandarityof  the  furl,  a  se\'en;  example 
what  Is  to  fomjw  J  and  the  narrativi"  may  prove  long,  j  was  judpetl  neres.»<arv;  and  such  was  the  opinion  of 
but  I  tni.*t  not  unniterestin^r,  even  to  those  who  have  !  the  govfrninont.  When  it  berame  apparent  that  the 
heard  iin  ^'-lu'ral  i'*»ut;.  At  any  rate,  $>orne  detail  is  [  sentence  of  dt:a(h  whs  to  be  executed,  tiles,  and  other 
necessary,  in  order  to  renJi-r  imdli^jihle  the  eubse-    inipUnunts  ni?f'es«*ary  for  their  escape,  wt^re  trans- 


quent  eviut:?  of  our  narrative. 

Contraband  trade,  tiiou{$h  it  strikes  at  the  root  of 
legitimaii*  ::ov«;rMnient,  by  eneroaeliins  on  its  reve- 


mitted  serrelly  to  the  culprits  by  a  friend  fnim  with- 
out. By  these  means  they  sawtni  a  bar  out  of  one  of 
the  prison-windows,  and  inl^ht  have  made  their  es- 


nues,— thouirh  it  injures  the  fair  traJcr,  and  debauches  :  capo,  but  for  the  obstinacy  of  Wilsnn,  who,  as  he 
the  minds  of  those  ftn:?a>rt^l  in  it,— is  not  us-ially  ■  was  daringly  nsohite,  was  dogcrt-dly  pertmaciotis  of 
iookul  upon,  either  by  the  vulvar  or  by  their  betters,  i  h'.s  oninion.  Ills  comrade,  Rolxfrtson,  a  youn^  and 
in  a  very  li'jinous  jHjiut  of  view.  On  the  contrary,  in  :  sh-nifer  man,  pn^posi-d  to  make  the  e.xpriment  of 
tbose  curnlies  where  it  prevails,  iheclevereKt,  boidest,  j  passing  tht;  foremost  tlirou^li  the  gap  they  liaii  madf\ 
and  niosr  intilli^enl  of  ihe  p-asantry,  are  unifonnlv  :  and  enlarging  it  from  the  oiitsitK^,  if  necessary,  to  al- 
enanatii  in  illicit  transaciioas,  and  very  often  with  i  low  Wilson  free  passa;?(;.  Wilson,  however,  insisted 
the  panr'.ioii  of  the  farmers  and  inferior  jjentry.  j  rm  niakini;  the  first  expiTiment,  and  beinp  a  rtibust 
Sin'!;£:.:rni;{  was  almost  universal  in  Sr<>t]and  m  the  i  and  Insry  man,  he  no[«inly  found  it  iinposs:!>le  to$!et 
reiKii!-*  of  (icor;;e  I.  and  II.;  for  the  i)eople,  unac- 1  throiiKh'betwixt  the  bars,  but,  by  his  siru^irles,  he 
cuHtonii-d  to  imposts,  and  ri.jL'ordinp;  thi-in  as  an  un-  iainmcd  himself  si>  fast,  that  he  wasimabie  todtaw 
just  aii-Ti  ssifjn  ufwn  their  ancient  lllierlii  *s  maiJe  no  !  lii>*  body  back  a.iiain.  In  thes*.*  circiimsiimces  disco- 
■cnijih-toi-ludetliem  wlicneveril>va'<p«j.«Hbletodo  so.  I  very  became  imavoidablo,  and  siitficient  precautions 
The  e  mnty  of  Fife,  buiincled  by  two  friths  on  the  were  taken  by  the  jailer  to  prevent  any  rejietition  of 
south  and  north,  and  bv  the  s<.a  on  tho  eaet,  and  the  sanie  uttempt.  Robertson  uttered  iiol  a  word  of 
havin;;  a  number  of  small  seaports,  was  lon^  famed  ;  rt^flection  on  his  companion  for  the  consequences  of 
for  mniiifaininKeuccessfully  a  contraband  trade;  and,  i  his  obstinacy;  but  it  appeared  from  the  seuuel.  that 
as  there  were  many  seafarinj?  men  residini;  there,  who  j  Wilsiin's  min»I  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  rrcol- 
had  been  pirates  and  buccaneers  in  their  youth,  there  .  lection,  that,  but  for  hnn,  his  comrade,  over  whose 
were  tiot  wnniins  a  BuiTioient  number  of  darinj?  men  \  mind  he  txerciw  d  consideralde  inrtiieiice,  would  not 
to  carry  it  on.  Anion:;  these,  a  fellow,  callitl  ,\ndrew  have  eniia^^ed  in  the  criminal  enterprise  wliieh  had 
WilsiM]',  ori.;inally  a  baker  in  the \illni;e  of  Patlihead,  <  terminated  rluis  fatally;  and  that  now  he  had  Le- 
was  pur'iciilnrly  obnoxious  to  the  reveniie  olFicers.  j  cr»nip  his  destroyer  a  second  time,  since,  but  for  hia 
He  wasp  »sse:*S(.'d  of  great  personal  strenyth,  courage,  obstinacy,  Robertson  mi^ht  have  effected  his  escape, 
and  cunning.— was  perfei:tly  aciiuaintrd  with  the  |  Minds  like  Wilson's,  even  when  exercised  in  evil 
coast,  and  capablt*  of  <;fuidiiclini;  the  most  desperate  ■  practices,  sometimes  retain  the  power  of  thinning 
enterprist-**.  On  several  occasiniis  he  «uf(H:i-ded  in  and  n.solviii;;  with  enthusiastic  gi-nerosity.  ilia 
bafllini;  the  pursuit  and  researches  of  the  kinir's  offi- 1  whole  thoimhts  were  now  bent  on  the  possibility  of 
cers;  but  he  be-came  s<>  much  theobji  r.t  of  tluir  su.s-  I  savint;  Robertson's  liK',  without  the  least  respect  to 
piciouo  and  watchful  attention,  that  at  length  he  was  his  o>vn.  The  n.'soliition  which  he  adopted,  and  tlie 
totally  ruim.'d  by  rrpeateil  seiaiirr  s.  The  man  beeame  \  manner  in  which  he  carried  it  into  effect,  were  sirik- 
djsiH-raie.     He  considered   himsc  If  as   robbed  and  ;  ing  antl  unusual. 

phinthnd;  and  took  il  into  his  bend,  that  he  had  a  |  Adjacent  to  the  Tolbooth  or  city  inil  of  EdinT)ur:;h 
risjht  to  make  reprisals,  as  he  coiilil  find  opi)ortunity.  is  one  of  three  churehes  inio  which  thecatb'ilral  of 
Where  tile  heart  is  pnpan-il  for  evil,  oitportiinity  is  St.  ^TJIes  is  nijw  div  ded,  cal1e<],  from  its  vicmity,  the 
Beldoiii  1  mii  wanting;.  This  W'ilsjui  leamiMl,  that  Tt)lbf)oth  (.'hnrch.  It  was  the  custom,  that  criniinala 
lhe(  -olti  (Mur  of  the  Customs  at  Kirkal  ly  had  come  to  j  under  s<.>nteii''('  of  death  w<  re  brought  to  this  church, 
Pitlcnwuni,  in  the  course  of  his  otii'cial  Muntl  of  with  a  .suflicieiit  truard,  to  hear  and  join  in  public 
duty,  with  a  considerable  sum  of  public  moni.-)'.  in  his  worship  on  th'*  Sabbath  In-fore  execution.  It  wai 
custody.  .As  the  amount  was  greatly  within  the  .  siipposiYl  that  the  lu'arts  of  these  unfortunate  p-rs<ms, 
value  of  the  yoods  which  iiad  been  si  ived  from  him,  j  however  hardened  bef»>re  aiiainsi  feelings  of  devotii.n, 
VVils.^n  fell  no  s»'niple  of  conscience  in  resolviim  to  i  could  not  but  be  a<.'cei'Sifde  to  tliem  upon  uniting 
reimbur-^e  himself  for  his  losses,  at  the  expen.««e  of  the  I  their  thoushts  and  voieirs,  for  the  last  time,  along 
Oilleri  jr  and  the  revenue.  He  associated  with  him-  with  their  fellow-mortals,  in  addressin;^  tin  ir  ( *n  ator. 
Bel/  one  Robertson,  anil  two  other  idle  youn::j  ne-n,  .And  to  the  rest  of  the  congn.'gaiion,  it  was  thought 
whom,  havin:;  been  concerned  in  the  same  illieit  it  could  not  but  lie  imprifi«sive  and  aHbciing,  to  find 
irnde^  he  per«uadetl  to  vu'W  the  trausaetion  in  the  ,  their  devotions  mingling  with  those,  who,  sent  by  the 
eamc  iustjfniile  li^hl  ill  which  he  himself  consid'reii  >  diioni  of  nn  tarihly  tribunal  to  appear  mIutv  the 
it.  Tiny  watchetl  the  motions  of  the  Collector ;  th"y  ■  whole  earth  is  iudgeil,  might  be  considered  as  I'eings 
broke  f-ireibly  into  the  hoiis*;  where  he  lodge<l.— Wif-  '.  trembling  on  the  wrjir  of  eternity.  The  practice, 
eon,  witn  two  of  hisass<ieiates,  entering  the  Collect- 1  howi:ver  nlifyiiiji:.  has  lH.en,  dis4:ontinued,  in  conse- 
or's  ajiarimeni,  while  RoU-rison,  the  fouith,  k*  pi  qui  ne.jof  the  incident  we  arc  about  to  detad. 
watch  ;ti  i.i^  door  with  a  drawn  culln«s  in  his  hand,  j  The  clefLfynian,  whose  duty  it  was  to  ofTieiate  in 
The  ortici'r  of  the  customs,  conceiving  his  life  in  ■  theTolbfH^ib't.'hureh,  had  eoneliuled  an  atli.ctingdis- 
dantitr,  escape<l  out  of  hi**  bedrot^m  windenv,  and  fl«il  course,  pait  of  whieh  was  particularly  diricted  io  the 
in  his  shin,  so  that  the  plend*  rer«.  wiih  much  ease,  .  unf«irtiinate  men,  Wilson  and  Robertson,  who  were 
pnss<  "SI  ri  iheniBclvrs  of  i!!>ou(  two  hundred  pounds  in  the  pt-w  set  apart  for  the  [HTSims  in  their  unhappy 
of  public  money.  This  rol  li'iry  w;is  «.-,miiniitid  in  a  ."lituation.  eaeh  s«M'un.d  betwixt  two  soldii-rs  of  the 
very  awilacious  manner,  for  si-viral  pi-rsons  were  ,  city  guard.  The  clergyman  had  reminded  them,  that 
pas'siue  in  the  street  at  the  time.  I'm  Robertstin, .  t!ie  next  cont'regation  they  must  join  would  be  tliat 
"eprewi  uiing  the  noise  they  heard  a!«  a  di»rpiife  or  fray  of  the  just,  or  of  the  uiiiust :  that  the  psalms  they  now 
Dotwixt  I  in-  (^Jllel•tor  atiil  thepi<ipl.' of  ih,- bouse,  the  heard  must  be  exebangi'd.  in  the  spaee  of  tw«I  brief 
wortliv  nti/.iMJs  of  Piitr-nwei  m  Pit  them-^lves  no  days,  fur  eternal  hnllehijahs,  or  eternal  lamentations; 
%vay  c.d!«  'I  on  to  int4rf»re  in  behalf  of  tiie  obnoxious  nnd  that  this  fearful  niternalive  must  defx-nd  upon  the 
revemii'  oiVw  r ;  so.  Miti«f^  ing  thr-mselycs  with  this  state  to  which  they  might  be  able  to  bring  iheii  .linda 
very  sipi  rfii!f»l  account  ol'ihe  niMfler,  lik*-  theLcvile  i  before  the  moment  of  awful  preparation:  ths.t  they 
jn  tlu'  itarMble,  they  passed  on  the  opp4)sitc  side  of '  should  not  desj>uir  on  account  ot  the  siidilenness  ox 
i/ftf  itvty.  .lit  alfirm  wns  at  Irn^ith  given,  military  .  the  summons,  but  rather  to  feel  this  c<»mforl  in  their 
ATVfl-  ''•'^"'^^  ^"'  '^'<;  fl'vrt^lntori  wtrn  puTum-yl  the  !  iniserv,  tliai,  ihuvigh  all  who  now  lifted  the  voice,  cr 
"v^ij  ^ct^ycrcd,  a/jd  fVjJson  and  Robertson  tr ied  aiid  J  benl  the  koM  id  coix\\mcl\ottV\vVi  )2k«ML^\».^^sMka 
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the  nine  wntence  of  certain  death,  thry  only  had  the  I 
ijvaaiaee  of  knowing  the  precise  moineDt  ai  which 
hthuulJ  be  executed  u|>on  tbeni.  "  Therelore,"  ufruI  | 
6ei,'«XNi  moxi^  liia  voice  trembling  with  emution,  - 
^nccem  the  tune,   my  unhappy  brethren,  which  in 
jfeikfi;  am!  rcixiembor,  that,  with  the  grace  of  Him 
i9irbo(ii  space  and  tinig  arc  but  as  nolliiiig,  ualva- 
uariiay  yet  be  a8diirbd,even  in  the  pittance  of  delay 
tiiieh  Die  lawa  of  vour  country  atibrd  you." 

Rob?risoii  wa$«  nbaervt'd  to  weep  at  these  words; 
tet^^'^ilion  84.cnic.-d  asonewliosc  brain  iiad  nut  en- 
'Jt\t  received  t^ieir  nicauing.  or  whoiic  thoughts  were 
Ktply  i{nprcs(i»eti  with  bonieditlerenl  stibjtici;— an  ex- 
prLrsiuQ  60  natural  to  a  person  in  his  tutuution,  that 
u«xc;'.ed  iieiihfT  suspicion  nor  surprise. 

T.iu  iKiif^liinioii  was  pronounced  as  usual,  and  the 
rar.;3?}!^l:on  was  dismissed,  many  lin^iTinK  to  in- 
dttlji.'  their  curiosity  with  a  more  fixed  look  at  the 
twocririiirinl.-*,  wlio  n<iw,  as  well  as  (heir  guards,  n>se 
Bj),  aa  if  tu  depart  when  the  crowd  should  permit 
Ir.-iu.  A  iiiiiriiiur  of  compassion  was  heard  to  per- 
TaJtf  the  spK-iatorss,  the  more  general,  perhaps,  on 
hrc-juat  of  liif  aileviuiingcircumsinnci'sof  the  ease; 
wbfii  ail  nt  once,  WiN.in,  who,  ns  we  have  already 
Duiiced,  was  a  very  strong  man,  seized  two  ut  the  sol- 
iy.n,  oiw  with  eiich  hand,  and  calling  at  tlic  same 
tdie li  his  cuinpanion.  "Run,  (leurdiK.  run  !"  threw 
hoifirif  un  a  third,  and  fastened  his  teeth  on  the  col- 
hf  uf  h';s  coat.  Ko!«erts>on  stood  for  a  stjcond  as  if 
iHuuiLrsirui'k,  and  unable  to  avad  himself  of  the  op- 
porl>:nity  of  escape  *,  but  the  crv  of  "  Jlun,  run  T'  be- 
ta;; cchord  from  many  around,  whose  fetrlings  sur- 
pn«:4  ihein  into  a  very  natural  interest  in  his  behalf, 
ke  siiduk  utV  the  Krasp  of  the  remaining  soldier,  threw 
bim^If  uvcr  the  pew,  mixed  with  the  dispersing  con- 
grK:.'i!ion,  mine  u{  whom  fell  inclimd  to  stop  a  poor 
vradi  taking  this  last  chance  for  his  life,  gamed  tiie 
doi^rof  the  cliurch,  and  was  lust  to  nil  pursuit. 

Trie  generous  intrepidity  which  Wilson  had  dis- 
;l)jid  on  this  occasion  augmented  the  feeling  of 
cimpnsHuii  which  attended  his  fate.  The  public, 
vht-re  thi  ir  own  prejudices  are  not  conc^TUui,  aie 
tiiiiy  eng:i'^'tl  uu  tiu:  sidu  of  disintcresiidness  and 
b'jRiunity,  admired  Wdson's  behaviour,  and  rejoiced 
m  Robertson's  escape.  This  ginierul  feeling  was  so 
Sitir,  that  it  c-xcitcl  a  va-^ne  report  that  Wilsfin 
wo«.!J  be  rescued  at  the  place  of  execution,  either 
bf  (be  moll  or  hy  s<jmc  of  his  old  associates,  or  by 
ftiDiese.'otid  cxtriiordinary  and  nnexpi-cted  exertion 
of  utrengi'i  and  courage  on  his  own  part.  The  nta- 
pstrarvs  t;iou:4ht  it  their  duty  to  provide  against  the 
R»s:b;:ity  of  dislurb.ince.  They  ordered  out,  for  pro- 
leriiun  iit  the  i.-xecutioii  of  the  st  nience,  the  greater 
pan  of  thr-ir  n wn  City  Guard,  under  the  command  of 
Csi>!aiti  Porlt-tin.s  a  man  whose  name  became  too 
Ohniirable  froui  llie  melancholy  circumstances  of 
the  day,  and  suh5(;quent  evunts.  It  may  bi:  nuces- 
■ry  to  say  a  word  about  this  person,  and  the  ciirps 
vhich  he  coniniunded.  But  the  subject  is  of  import- 
lace  BufBcient  to  deserve  another  chapter. 


CHAPTER    III. 

And  thrai.  fn'tit  t<>d  u(  ftgun-^thul 
Whn  nuayn  tt>c  (-mpirv  nr  thih  nly, 
(Wtit-fi  fou  Mw ' n*  jff M ni> li M u*«  rn I K'riioitr,) 

lir  nutti  pfeiMinnI, 
To  «i%e  u«  fiac  rhui  bim-k  biin<iitli, 

Tliu  City  Uuuni : 

pKROrsoN*B  D<i/t  nsy». 

Captain  John  Portbous,  a  name  memorable  in 
tit  traditions  of  Eiimburgh,  as  well  as  in  the  records 
•f  criminal  jurisprudence,  was  tiie  son  of  a  citizen  of 
Edinbur;:h,  who  endeavoured  to  brt>ed  him  up  to  his 
own  in',  ehanicnl  iradeof  a  tailor.  The  youth,  however, 
liH-ia  Wild  and  irreclaimable  propensity  to  dissipation, 
^bich  finally  sent  him  to  serve  in  thocon^iihmg  main- 
tqin-.d  in  the  s'-rvice  of  the  Status  of  Holland,  and  c»lU 
tA  the  Scotch  Dutch.    Here  he  learnetl  military  dis«:i- 
piine;  and,  returning  afterwards,  in  the  course  of  an 
kllsand  wan<lcring  life,  to  his  native  cit^,  his  serviei'S  ' 
Were  requirefl  hy  the  magistrates  of  £>linburgh  in  the  i 
^tnrlied  year  I71.\  for  diseiplinin^  thtir  City  Guanl^l 
m  which  ba  mhaitlv  uftorwania  roceived  a  ciiptaia's  l 


commission.  It  was  only  by  hi*  mihtary  tkdl,  and 
an  alert  and  resolute  character  as  an  officer  of  police, 
that  he  merited  this  promotion,  for  he  is  said  to  have 
been  a  man  ot  profligate  habits,  an  unnatural  Sf)n,  and 
a  brutal  husband.  Ue  was,  howevei,  useful  in  hii 
station,  and  his  harsh  and  iifrce  habits  rrmderc^d  him 
formidable  to  rioters  or  disturbers  of  the  public  peace. 
Thecorpsin  which  he  held  hiseominaitd  is,  or  per- 
haps we  should  rather  say  irajr^  a  body  of  about  one  hun 
drednnd  twenty  soldiers,  divided  into  three  c«nnpaniea 
and  regularly  urmed,clolht.'d, and  embodied.  They  were 
cliietl/  veterans  who  enlisted  in  this  cordis,  having  thp 
beneht  of  working  at  their  trades  when  they  were  off 
duty.  These  men  had  the  ehnnce  of  presi-rving  puh- 
hu  order,  repressing  rn its  and  street  mhheries,  netincj 
in  Ehorl,  as  an  armed  police,  and  attending  on  all 
public  oceasions  where  contusion  or  popular  disturb- 
ance might  l»e  oxpecled.*  P«Jor  Ferguson,  whose  ir- 
regularities someiiuiCH  led  him  into  unpleasant  rei\- 
conta>b  with  these  military  conservators ot  publicor- 
der,  and  who  mentions  them  aoof;eii  that  he  may  lie 
termed  their  pjot  Inurente,  thus  admonislKS  his  read- 
ers, warned  ..' jubtl<.*ss  by  his  own  experience  : 

*'  GiidB  fulk,  HH  ji»  ninie  frwj  llii»  fair, 
Hiile  ytiiil  frtt>.>  Uii«  liloi'Jc  ««iu:i(l  ; 

Tli«';u'i(  nii«-  NIC  «ivii(;(''.  «iM>H-lK!r(^ 
AllowM  III  uuurcuckiiil." 

In  fact,  the  soldiers  of  the  City  Guard,  hein;;,  aa 
we  hnvo  said,  in  gi'iieral  disrharged  veteran^  who 
had  strength  enough  remaining  i'or  this  nnmicipal 
duty,  and  being,  moreover,  for  the  greater  part,  High- 
landers, Were  neither  by  birth,  e«iueation,  or  ftinrier 
habits,  trained  to  endure  with  nuurli  patience  the  in- 
sults of  the  rabble,  or  the  provoking  petulance  of  trn 
ant  schoolboys,  and  idle  debauche»-s  of  all  descrip- 
tions, with  whom  I  heir  occupation  brought  rhein  into 
CO  II I  act.  On  thecjintrnry,  the  tempers  oi  the  poor  old 
fellows  weresruind  hy  the  indignities  with  which  the 
mob  distinguishe«l  them  on  many  occasions,  and  fnv 
ciiently  might  have  ruinired  the  soothing  straina  of 
the  poet  we  have  just  quoted— 

"  O  unldi'-.rii  •  fur  y«iiir  nin  clcnr  nnkeii. 
For  ^:conntlllN  Invv,  tlin  Ldnd  <•'  Calkei, 
Gic  nut  li'.'r  bairni  ^ic  iii>ndly  puikr. 

Nor  lii;  mn  rurio, 
Wi'  flroloek  or  Lo(!)Mb>-r-ax«. 

Aiinpill  tlieir  bluid  !*' 

On  all  occasiona  when  a  holyday  licensed  somorirt 
and  irregularity,  a  skirmish  with  these  veterans  waa 
a  fav.iurite  recreation  with  the  rRbblf  of  Fdinhui^h. 
Thesi;  pages  maj  p<*rhaps  94x  the  li.»ht  when  many 
have  ill  fre^h  rco!  I  faction  such  onsi'ts  as  we  alhiiie  to. 
Ihu  the  venerable  eoips,  with  whom  iht(  contention 
Mas  hild.  may  now  hv.  coii.sidered  as  totally  extinct. 
Of  lale  the  gradual  diminution  of  these  civic  soldiers, 
reminds  one  of  the  abatement  of  King  Lear's  himdrod 
knights.  The  etiieis  of  each  8uecei!<iing  s"i  of  mngia- 
irates  have,  like  thos«!  of  t'ioneril  and  Rcaan,  dimi- 
nished this  venerable  band  with  the  similar  ijnenrinn. 
"What  need  we  fivc-and-twenfy?— ten  ?— or  five?" 
And  it  is  now  nearly  come  ui,  "  vVhai  neci]  one?"  A 
sncctre  mny  indeed  here  and  there  still  be  seen,  of  an 
old  gray-headul  and  gray-beardtd  Highlander,  with 
war-worn  features,  but  Unt  double  by  auo;  dressed  in 
an  old-fashioned  cocktxl  hat,  bound  with  white  ta|.>e 
instead  of  silver  lace;  and  in  coar,  waistcoat,  and 
breet:hes  of  a  muddy-colound  red,  bearmK  in  his 
witiiercii  haiul  an  ancinit  weapon,  called  n  Litchalier- 
axe;  a  long  pole,  namely,  with  nn  axe  at  the  extremi- 
ty, and  a  hook  at  tlie  back  of  the  harchct.t  Sueh  a 
pnanlom  of  former  days  si  ill  eretps,  I  have  beisn  in- 
formeil,  round  the  statue  of  ( 'bark's  the  Second,  in 
the  Parliainunt  Square,  as  if  the  imn^e  of  a  Stewart 
wi:re  the  last  refuge  for  any  memorial  o{  our  ancient 
manners;  and  one  or  two  otht-rs  are  sup|K)*«eri  to  glide 
iiround  the  door  of  the  guard-house  asMtrned  to  them 
in  the  Luekenbooths,  when  their  ancient  refuge  in  thu 

•  The  I.iird  \*Tn\n*x  w»«  fx  <ifnciii  cmnninndiT  mid  lydoni'l  of 
III?  ciiri-n,  w  liich  niiffhi  hi>  i'lrn'a-wil  lo  iiirt-n  IiuikId'J  into  wlMsa 
tin!  iiini'^  rr-ijui'-'d  if-  No  mIIiit  ilnjm  tml  rl.«■lr^  «;•■*  hIIoh-imJ  to 
>MUiiil  iiti  ilic  ni(;!i  tiin-et  lietwecii  tliw  LuckPnliudtlia  iiiiJ  Uio 
Nutli'-rhijw. 

'  Til  if  linok  Willi  tn  cnn\iV  \\\9^.  Atontft  kA  \Vv«\\.w\\^i>MM«  V* 
ii«**le  n  cnleway,  ».y  Krinni\tn«  U««'  'ov  ot  \X\*  ^mi  %w\  «>>N\tvD»aL 
Jiiuucif  up  by  the  suff  of  his  w«av«k 


V  vaxM^vnnr  coiffiuoiii^' 


<{tkjc*.llt 


mip»  hvvumumd  t»  meads  imd«xeciiUM»ili' loao- 
«ertBin^  that  ihe  iffrattve  cmttaininif  dkese  frttil 
Sn«iiM<»rMiW  of  tlw  old  TmriwGKumt  of  Bditibttfh, 
jmhos  ^i(^  t^elr  grun  and  v^iutk  corp^rftl^  John  Pha, 
•(the  fierOMtrloMuol^  feUoM(r  i  eVer  9aiw^)  ware)  in  my 
boyhood,  the  altetnato  terror  aod  dtfriaioil  of  die  petii- 
WQt  brood  of  the  Hkh^aohooli  may,  pcrhatM)  only 
oome  to  light  wheti  alfmamory  of  thainacittttton  haa 
fiided  away,  and  then  serve  a»  an  Uluatration  of  Ka/a 
4.'aricatuiiea,  who  haa  preairvcd  the  faaiarea  of  aome  of 
their  heioee:  U  tha preceding  generation,  when  there 
waa  a  perpetual  iiarm  for  the ttlMa  and  activity  of  the 
Jacobitea,  aome  pains  were  taVen  bv  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh  to  keep  this  oorpei,  though  composed 
always  of  aiwh  materiala  aa  we  hav«  noticed,  in  a 
more  elTective  state  than  was  afterwards  judged  ne« 
Msary.  when  thaif  noMt  dangerous  servioe  was  to 
Murraish  with  lbs  rabble  on  the  king's  birth^day. 
They  were^  theiafore,  more  the  objects  of  hatred; 
and  lees  thai  of  sooin,  than  ihey  were  afterwards 
•ooouBied. 

To  Captain  John  Posteoo^  the  honour  of  his  com- 
mand and  of  hia  corps  aeenia  to  have  been  a  matter  of 
high  interest  and  importance.  He  waa  exceedingly 
mcensed  against  Wilson  for  the  affix»nt  which  he 
construed  him  to  have  nut  upon  his  soldiers,  ia  the 
dforl  he  niade  Ibrth^  liberation  of  liia  cotnpanldn, 
and  aKpraaaed  binnelf  most>  ardently  on  the  aubiect. 
He  was  no  hss^  indignant  at  the  report  that  there 
was  «n  inteetion  to  rescue  Wilson  himself  from  the 
'ffallow%  aodiiuered  many  threats  and  imprecations 
upon  that  snbfect,  which  were  afterwards  remember- 
ed to  his  <iiaadventage.  In  fact,  if  a  good  deal  of  de- 
terminatioo  and  promptitude  rendered  Porteous,  in 
one  oeeptet^  fit  to  ooramand  guards  designed  to  sup- 
breaa  pepttlar  commotion,  be  seems,  on  the  other,  to 
have  been  disqualified  ibr  a  charge  so  delicate,  by  a 
hot  and  aarly  temper,  alwaya  too  ready  to  come  to 
blows  and  violeooefji  character  void  of  principle^ 
and  a  disposition  to  regard  tha  rabble,  who  aeldom 
failed  to  regale  him  andliis  soldiers  with  some  marks 
of  their  displeasure,  aa  declared  enemies,  upon  whom 
it  was  natural  and  justifiable  that  he  should  seek  op- 
portunities of  vengcmice.  Being,  however,  the  most 
active  and  tmst-wor'hy  among  the  captains  of  the 
City  Guard,  he  was  ilic  person  to  whom  the  maf^is- 
MKer  confided  the  command  of  ih«  soldiers  appoifit- 
i^  to  keep  the  peace  at  the  time  of  Wilson's  execu- 
tion. He  Waa  ordered  toguard  the  gallvwsand  scaf- 
fold, with  about  eigh^  men,  all  tiu)  disposable  force 
that  ooukl  be  apavsd  for  that  duty. 
,  Bui  the  magiatrates  took  further  precftutiorra, 
which  afibeted  Portocnia'a  pride  very  d<»ply.  They 
requested  the  assistance  of  part  of  a  regular  infantry 
Regiment,  m>t  to  attend  apon  the  execution,  but  to  re- 
main drawn  up  on  the  priniripal  street  of  the  city, 
during  the  time  that  it  w«nt  forwafd,  in  order  to  in- 
Vmidaie  the  multitude^  in  case  they  shoold  be  dis- 
used to  be  uorut>,  with  a  display  of  Ibree  which 
90uld  not  be  resisted  witbost  desperation;  It  may 
found  ridiculoijs  in  our  ears,  oonsiderthg  the  fallen 
atate  of  this  ancient  civic  corpa,  that  its  officer  should 
fMve  felt  punctiliously  jealous  of  its  honour.  Yet  so 
It  WAS.  Captain  Porteoaa  resented,  as  an  mdignity, 
tho  iotroducing  the  Welsh  Pusileers  within  the  city, 
and  drawing  them  up  m  the •sueet  where  no  drtmis 
but  hisaWn  w«e  allowed  ro  be  sounded,  without  the 
special  command  or  permission  of  the  magistrates, 
la  he  could  not  show  his  ili^-hunfour  to  his  pstrons 
Uie  msfistrates;  it  increaaed  his  indignation  and  his 
desire  ta  ^o  revenged  on  the  imforlnwafe  criminal 
Wilaen^  and  aU  who  fiivourod  him.  These  internal 
amotiana  of  Jealousy  and  rage  Wrought  li  change  on 
US  man'a  mien  aad  bearing^  visible  to  all  who  saw 
bit«t  on  the  fatal  rooming  wnan  Wilson  wasilppoint- 

*11lki  Sfl^nMit  corptt  U  aoiH  fenfiwry  ditbandeW.  Tlieir  fast 
aiatch  to  do  dut/af  HHtlow-fair.  htul  Bomeiliiiue  in  it  aflbetinc- 
T^r  ffrttni*  and  RfVn  had  b«err'wont  on  bsUw  oaya  U)  pl*f,  on 
tftti  j6foiM  oeeaafon,  tlu>  lively  tune  of 

J|i>  on^it  (^^>«c«ai«Q  the  aflUqlM  vstanwa  awfsd  tkamij 


9i  10  Mflbr.  l^oWoit^i  ofAmnry  lippetfancfe  wu 
rithar  IbvotttaMe.  He  waa  about  the  middle  sice, 
stool,  and  well  made,  having  a  military  ai^and  yet 
rather  a  genftle  and  mild  countemmce.  His  com- 
plexion was  brown,  his  feiee  somewhat  fh;tted  wtth 
the  scars  of  the  small-pox,  hia  eyes  rather  languit 
than  ^een  or  fierce.  On  the  present  occnsion,  bow- 
ever.  It  seemed  to  those  who  saw  him  as  if  he  were 
agitated  by  some  evil  demon.  His  step  -was  irregu- 
lar, his  voice  hollow  amd  broken,  his  ^countenance 
pale,  his  eyes  starin|;  and  wild,  his  speech  imperfect 
snd  oonlused,  and  hia  whole  appearance  bo  disorder 
edt  that  many  remarked  he  seemed  tu  he/ey^  a  Scot- 
tish expression,  meaning  the  stats  of  those  who  are 
driven  on  to  their  impending  fste  by  the  strotig  im- 
pulse of  some  irresistible  necessity. 

One  part  of  his  conduct  was  truly  diabolical,  if 
indeed,  it  has  not  been  exaggerated  by  the  genera 
prejudice  entertained  against  his  memory.  Whca 
Wilson,  the  unhappy  criminal,  waa  delivered  to  bin 
by  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
(.ondncted  to  the  place  of  execution,  Porteous,  not 
aatisfied  with  the  usual  preosutiujis  tn  prevent  escape, 
ordered  him  to  be  manaclikl.  This  might  be  Justifia- 
ble  from  the  character  and  bodily  strength  of  the 
malefactor,  aa  well  as  from  the  apprehenaions  m 
generally  entertained  of  an  expected  rescue.  But  ths 
hnndcunk  which  were  produced  being  found  tod 
small  for  the  Wrists  of  a  man  so  bi^-boned  as  Wilson, 
Porteous  proceeded  with  his  own  hnnds,  snd  by  great 
exertion  of  strength,  to  force  them  till  they  clasped 
together,  to  the  exquisite  torture  of  the  unhsppy 
criminal.  Wilson  remonstrated  against  such  bar- 
barous usage,  declaring  that  the  pain  distracted  hit 
thoughts  from  the  subjecta  of  meditation  proper  lo 
his  unhappy  condition.  • 

"It  signifies  little,"  replied  Captain  Porteousi 
"  your  pam  will  be  soon  at  an  end." 

"Your  cruelty  is  great,"  answered  the  SHfierer, 
"  You  know  not  how  soon  you  yourself  may  have 
occasion  to  ask  the  mercy,  which  you  are  now  re- 
fiising  to  a  fellow-creature.    May  dod  forgive  you  .** 

These  words,  long  afterwards  tiuoted  and  remem- 
bered, were  aU  that  passed  between  Porteous  and  hia 
prisoner:  but  as  they  took  air,  and  became  known  to 
the  people,  they  greatly  increased  the  popular  com- 
paasion  for  Wilson,  and  excited  a  proportionate  do* 
gree  of  indignation  against  Porteous :  against  whom, 
as  strict,  and  even  violent  in  the  discnarge  of  his 
unpopular  office,  the  common  neople  had  eome.  real 
and  many  imaginary  causes  of  complaint. 

When  the  painful  procession  was  completed,  snd 
Wilson,  with  the  escort,  had  arrived  at  ine  ecaflold 
in  the  Grasa^market,  there  appeared  no  signs  of  that 
attempt  to  rescue  him  which  had  occasioned  such 
precautions.  The  multitude,  in  general,  I^ooked  on 
with  deeper  interest  than  at  ordinary  executions ;  and 
thete  might  be  seen,  on  the  countenances  of  many  a 
stem  ana  indignant  expression,  like  ^at  with  which 
the  ancient  Gameronians  might  he  Supposed  to  wit- 
ness the  execution  of  their  orethren,  who  glorified 
the  Covenant  on  the  same  occasion,  and  at  the  same 
spot.  But  there  waa  no  attanupt  at  violence.  Wilsoa 
himself  seemed  disposed  to  hasten  over  the  space 
that  divided  timfe  fi^m  etemitjr.  Th«  devotbna  pro- 
per and  us^al  on  such  occasions  were  no  sooner 
finished  than  he  submitted  to  his  fate,  and  the  sen* 
lence  of  the  law  was  fulfilled. 

He  had  beep  suspended  on  the  gibbet  so  long  as  to 
be  totally  deprived  of  life,  when  at  once,  as  if  ocooa- 
sioned  by  some  newly  received  impulse,  there  arose 
a  tumult  among  the  multitude  Many  stones  were 
thrown  at  Porteous  and  his  guards*  some  mischi^ 
was  doni^;  and  the  mob  continued  to  oress  forward 
with  whoepe,  shrieks,  howls,  and  exclamations.  A 
young  fellow,  with  a  sailor's  cap  alouched  over  hi> 
race,  sprung  on  the  scaffold,  and  cut  the  rope  of 
which  the  criminal  was  suspended.  Others  ap- 
proached to  carry  off  the  body,  either  to  secure  for  it  a 
decetu  grave,  or  to  trv,  perhaps,  some  means  of  resus- 
citation. Captain  Porteous  was  wrought,  by  thiV 
appearanoeof  insurrection  against  hia  authority,  into 
a  rage  ao  headkmg  ai  made  him  forget,  that,  the 
mu»titmhiNmg  beek  fi^  exectttMi,it  wastirdfitr 
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■Mtoeogige  in  hDstilities  with  the  miigaided  mul- 
Me,  bat  to  draw  off  his  men  as  fast  as  possible. 
Bt^ning  from  ,the  scafibld,  snatched  a  masket  from 
fwof  his  soldiers,  commanded  the  part^  to  give  fire, 
aid,  ss  several  eye-witnesses  concurred  m  swearing, 
itftbQni.the  example,  by  discharging  his  piece,  and 
ehwtine  a  jnan  dead  on  the  spot.  Several  soldiers 
obeyed  his  command  or  followed  his  example ;  six 
Eleven  persons  were  slain,  and  a  great  many  were 
lot  and  wounded. 

After  this  act  of  violence,  the  Captain  proceeded  to 
vithdraw  his  men  towards  their  guard-house  in  the 
fl«h  Street.  The  mob  were  not  so  much  intimida- 
ted as  incensed  by  what  liad  been  done.  They  pur- 
$md  ihe  soldiers  with  execrations,  accompanied  by 
Tolleys  of  stones.  As  they  pressed  on  them,  the  rear- 
most soldiers  turned,  and  again  fired  with  fatal  aim 
and  execution.  It  is  not  accurately  known  whether 
PorteoQS commanded  this  second  act  of  violence; 
ba:  of  course  the  odium  of  the  whole  transactions  of 
the  fata]  day  attached  to  him,  and  to  him  alone.  He 
amred  at  the  guard- house,  dismissed  his  soldiers, 
and  went  to  make  his  report  to  the  magistrates  con- 
odTung  the  unfortunate  events  of  the  day. 

A{>parently  by  this  time  Captain  Porteous  had  be- 
|Bn  to  douDt  the  propriety  of  his  own  conduct,  and 
t^  reception  he  met  witli  from  the  magistrates  was 
Mch  as  to  make  him  still  more  anxious  to  gloss  it 
<mT.  He  denied  that  he  had  given  orders  to  fire ;  he 
ifoied  he  had  fired  with  his  own  hand ;  he  even  pro- 
duced the  fusee  which  he  carried  as  an  officer  for 
examination;  it  was  found  still  loaded.  Of  three 
cartridges  which  he  was  seen  to  put  in  his  pouch  that 
morning  two  were  still  there ;  a  white  handkerchief 
was  thrust  into  the  muzzle  of  the  piece,  and  returned 
unsoiled  or  blackened.  To  the  defence  founded  on 
these  cireumstances  it  was  answered,  that  Porteous 
bd  not  used  his  own  piece,  but  had  been  seen  to  take 
one  from  a  soldier.  Among  the  many  who  had  been 
killed  and  wounded  by  the  unhappy  fire,  there  were 
sereral  of  better  rank ;  for  even  the  humanity  of 
such  soldiers  as  fired  over  the  heads  of  the  mere 
rabble  around  the  scaffold,  proved  in  some  in- 
itances  fatal  to  pers'  as  who  were  stationed  in  win- 
dows, or  observed  the  melancholy  scene  from  a  dis- 
tance. The  voice  of  public  indignation  was  loud  and 
Rmeral ;  and,  ere  men's  tempers  had  time  to  cool, 
the  trial  of  Captain  Porteous  look  place  before  the 
High  Court  of  Justiciary.  After  a  long  and  patient 
bearing,  t^ejury  had  the  difficult  duty  of  balancing  the 
positive  evidence  of  manv  persons,  and  those  ot  re- 
ipectabilit;r,  who  deposea  positively  to  the  prisoner's 
commandiiuic  his  soldiers  to  fire,  and  himself  firing 
bis  Diece,  of  which  some  swore  that  ihey  saw  the 
*noke  and  flash,  and  beheld  a  man  drop  at  whom  it 
was  pointed,  with  the  negative  testimony  of  others, 
«''bo,  though  well  stationed  for  seeing  what  had  pkss- 
ed,  neither  heard  Porteous  give  orders  to  fire,  nor  saw 
bim  fire  himself;  but,  on  the  contrary,  averred  that 
tbe  first  shot  was  fired  by  a  soldier  who  stood  close 
by  him.  A  great  part  of  his  defence  was  also  founded 
on  tbe  turbulence  of  the  mob,  which  witnesses,  ac- 
coniing  to  their  feelings,  their  predilectionau  and  their 
opportunities  of  observation,  represented  mfTerenlly ; 
Boine  describing  as  a  formidable  riot,  what  others  re- 
presented as  a  trifling  disturbance,  such  as  always  used 
to  lake  place  on  the  like  occasions,  when  the  execu- 
tioner of  the  law,  and  the  men  commissioned  to  pro- 
tect bin)  in  his  task,  were  generally  exposed  to  some 
indignities.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  sufficiently  shows 
how  tbe  evidence  preponderated  in  their  minds.  It 
declared  that  John  Porteous  fired  a  gun  among  the 
people  assembled  at  the  execution;  that  he  gave  or- 
ders to  his  soldiers  to  firf^  by  which  many  persons 
Were  killed  and  wounded;  but  at  the  same  time. 
^t  tJie  pnsoner  and  his  guard  had  been  wounded 
and  beaten,  by  stones  thrown  at  them  by  the  multi- 
tude. Upon  this  verdict,  the  Lords  of  Justiciary 
passed  sentence  of  death  against  Captain  John  Por- 
teoDs,  adjudging  him  in  the  common  form,  to  be 
ban^  on  a  giboet  at  the  common  place  of  execution, 
on  Wednesday,  8th  September,  1736,  and  all  his  mo- 
Table  property  to  be  forfeited  to  the  king's  use,  ac- 
coiding  to  the  Soottish  law  in  ccsee  of  wilifal  murder. 


CHAPTER  IV 

"Tho  hoar'«  oome,  but  not  the  man."*— iCe^^ 


On  the  day  when  the  unhappy  Porteous  was  ex 
pected  to  suffer  the  sentence  of  the  laNv,  the  place  of 
execution,  extensive  as  it  is,  was  crowded  almost  to 
suffocation.  There  was  not  a  window  in  all  the  lofty 
tenements  around  it,  or  in  the  steep  and  crooked 
street  called  the  Bow,  by  which  the  fatal  procession 
was  to  descend  from  ihe  High  Street,  that  was  not 
absolutely  filled  with  spectators.  The  uncommon 
height  and  antioue  appearance  of  these  houses,  some 
of  which  were  formerly  the  property  of  the  Knighrs 
Templars,  and  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  and  still 
exhibit  on  their  fronts  and  gables  the  iron  cross  of 
these  orders,  gave  additional  effect  to  a  scene  in 
itself  so  striking.  The  area  of  the  Grass-market  re- 
sembled a  huge  dark  lake  or  sea  of  human  heads,  in 
the  centre  of  which  arose  the  fatal  tree,  tall,  black, 
and  ominous,  from  which  dangled  the  deadly  halter. 
Every  object  takes  interest  from  its  uses  and  associa- 
tions, and  the  erect  beam  and  empty  noose,  thlnj^s  so 
simple  in  themselves,  became  on  such  an  occasion, 
objects  of  terror  and  of  solemn  interest 

Amid  so  numerous  an  assembly  there  was  scarcely 
a  word  ^oken,  save  in  whispers.  The  thirst  of  ven- 
geance was  in  some  degree  allayed  by  its  supposed 
certainty  ;  and  even  the  populace,  with  deeper  feel- 
ing than  they  are  wont  to  entertain,  suppressed  all 
clamorous  exultation,  and  prepared  to  enjoy  the  scene 
of  retaliation  in  triumph,  silent  and  decent,  though 
stem  and  relentless.  It  seemed  as  if  the  depth  of 
their  hatred  to  the  unfortunate  criminal  scorned  to 
display  itself  in  any  thing  resembling  the  more  noisy 
current  of  their  ordinary  feeliUjgs.  Had  a  stranger 
consulted  only  the  .evidence  of  his  ears,  he  might  have 
suppoVd  that  so  vast  a  multitude  were  assembled  for 
some  purpose  which  affected  them  with  the  deepest 
sorrow,  and  stilled  those  noises  which,  on  all  ordi- 
nary occasions,  arise  from  such  a  concourse ;  but  if 
he  gazed  upon  their  faces  he  jvould  have  been  In- 
stantly undeceived.  Tlie  compressed  lip,  the  bent 
brow,  the  stem  and  flashing  eye  of  almost  everv  one 
on  whom  he  looked,  conveyed  the  expression  of  men 
come  to  glut  their  sight  with  triumphant  revenge.  It 
is  probable  that  the  appearance  of  the  criminal  might 
have  somewhat  changed  the  temper  of  the  populace 
in  his  favour,  and  that  they  might  in  the  moment  of 
death  have  forgiven  the  man  against  whom  their 
resentment  had  oecn  so  fiercely  heated.  It  had  how- 
ever, been  destined,  that  the  mutability  of  their  sen. 
timents  was  not  to  be  exposed  to  this  trial. 

The  usual  hour  for  producing  the  criminal  had  been 
past  for  many  minutes,  yet  the  spectators  observed  no 
symptom  of  his  appearance.  "  Would  they  ventui^  to 
defraud  public  ^stice  7"  was  the  question  whieh  men 
began  anxiously  to  ask  at  each  other.  The  first 
answer  in  every  case  was  bold  and  positive,—"  They 
dare  not."  But  when  the  point  was  further  can- 
vassed, other  opinions  were  entertained,  and  vnrioua 
causes  of  doubt  were  suggested.  Porteous  had  been 
a  favourite  officer  of  the  magistracy  of  the  city,  which, 
being  a  numerous  and  fluctuating  body,  requires  foi 
its  support  a  degree  of  enei^  in  its  functionarieik 
tivhich  the  individuals  who  compose  it  cannot  at  all 
times  alike  be  supposed  to  possess  in  their  own  per- 
sons. It  was  remembered,  that  in  the  Information 
for  Porteous,  (the  paper,  namely,  in  which  his  case 
was  stated  to  the  Judges  of  the  criminal  court,)  ha 
had  been  described  by  his  counsel  as  the  person  on 
whom  the  magistrates  chiefly  relied  m  all  emergencies 
of  uncommon  difficulty.  It  was  argued,  too,  that  his 
conduct  on  the  unhappy  occasion  of  Wilson's  execu- 
tion, was  capable  of  being  attributed  to  an  imprudent- 
excess  of  aeal  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  a  motivo 
for  which  those  under  whose  authority  he  acted 
might  be  supposed  to  have  great  sympathy.  And  as 
these  considerations  might  move  the  magistrates  to 

*  There  ii  a  tradition,  that  whilo  a  little  tTrenro  wat  iwonm 
into  a  torreiil  by  recent  showpra,  Oie  discontented  voice  of  Ui6 
Water  Spirit  waa  hoard  to  pronounce  thece  wordH.  At  the  Name 
moment  a  roan,  ur«ed  on  by  his  flito,  or,  in  Seottiah  lancuafs, 
/iry,  anriTed  at  a  ffallop,  and  prepared  to  crovs  the  wattf.  No  r»* 
mon«tran()c  from  Uie  byatandert  wna  of  pCtwrn  to  flop  .hiaa-^ 
plunged  iato  tho  atream.  and  ptriahei. 
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make  a  fa-'ourablp  rrprepcntaiion  of  Port«o?is*8  cn«?p, 
tht'.-rt  w»?re  nm  wunlinu  oiiwrs,  in  tlu"  hiiiluT  dtpHrl- 
nif  1113  of  finvrrniiionf,  which  would  make  sucli  sug- 
gest ii)n8  Iiivi.nirahiy  li?ii-iKii  to. 

The  uh)h  of  F^iiiiliur^'h,  whi-n  tliomnshly  cxciu^l. 
hidhi.t  n  Jif  nil  liiiits  oin-  of  x\u:  fiirrOst  wliich  could 
lic  foiiini  ill  KiiniiH*;  und  of  Inle  Vfurs  tluy  hnd  riiten 
rtfieun  «ily  o^'ainst  tin.'  jrint-rnnKnt,  and  soniLliiiics 
not  witlioiii  temporary  suclc-*!?.  Tluy  were  con- 
sciuw?.  tlnMifore,  that  they  w«re  no  favoiiritt-s  with 
ihiTuKrsof  ilu'pi.'riod.  mm  that,  if  Captain  Porteons's 
vioh-ni-f  was  irot  ullo^ith«Tn:i;ardeti  aj>p)i>d  sm'icc, 
It  iiii«ht  cortairily  be  llioii:;htrtliat  lo  visit  it  with  n 
(Mplial  piini^iiiiKiit  wmilii  n.-ndtT  it  both  dt  iicatc  and 
dan.uorous  fiirfiiiun.!  ofTictrs,  in  iliu  i*amc'  circunisian- 
Ct';».  to  a«'t  with  oilict  in  nprossinf?  tumults.  Thi-re 
i!»  al-son  natural  f'tlin?,  on  llic  pari  of  all  mcmlnrH 
of  srovernmcnt,  for  the  aiMieral  mainti-nanc'  of  au- 
iliority ;  and  it  f»ct  mud  not  unlikely,  that  what  lo  the 
ri,!r.iivcs  of  ihi-  sufriirf-rs  npm  arc-d  a  wantnh  ami  iin- 
provokrd  massacre,  flhoulu  be  otiierwiyHj  vicwt-d  in 
the  cabinet  of  St.  JamesV.  It  mi^ht  be  thf.ro  sup- 
posefl,  that,  up.jn  tlie  whob;  maitrr.  (."antain  Porteous 
wa.s  ill  ihe  cxtrx^iseof  n  trupt  ucliu'atr.d  to  him  by  tiie 
lawful  civil  authority;  that  he  had  l>ft>n  assaulttd  by 
the  pupulace,  and  Rm-cral  of  iiis  mm  hurt ;  ^id  that, 
in  finally  repi-llin«  force  by  force,  bis  conduct  c«)uld 
he  fnirlv  imputed  to  no  other  motive  than  self-defence 
in  rbe  disebarire  of  Uxa  dutv. 

Tbes<*  considerations,  of  ihemselvcs  ven' powerful, 
mducid  the  spectators  to  apprehend  the  pu'sjsibility  of 
anprieve;  and  to  the  various  causes  which  mitrht 
ijiliTi.sl  the  nders  in  his  favour,  the  lower  part  of  the 
rabble  addcfl  one  wliieh  was  pcx-uliarly  will  adapt«'d 
to  thfir  compn  hen;»ion.  It  was  averred,  in  onb  r  to  ' 
incn-afre  tht  txlium  a^amst  Porteous,  that  while  he 
nprc^sMl  witii  the  utmost  fu.verity  the  eliduewt  ex- 
ci*s<;e.-»  of  llip  poor,  he  not  only  overlooked  the  lieen.se 
of  the  vounp:  nobks  and  ;zentry,  but  was  virry  wjllin;^ 
to  len  f  thrm  th?  counteiianee  of  his  ollicial  autho- 
rify,  in  executiem  of  tucli  loose  pranks  as  it  was 
chit-rty  his  duly  to  have  restrained.  This  suspicion, 
wblili  was  perhaps  mueh  exa.iTLrerateil,  made  a  di.ep 
impression  on  the  mind<i  of  the  populace;  and  when 
wveralof  thehi^^lerrank.ioine^^  in  a  peiiiion, ncom- 
nu-n  Iniii  Porteous  to  the  mercy  of  the  erow.i,  it  was 
pini  r;diy  h'.ipposiil  h"  oweil  ihi.ir  favour  not  to  any 
coMvirtion  of  lh«'  hanlship  of  his  cape,  but  to  the  fiar 
oi losin;;  a  convenient  accomplicr  in  tlu  ir  d*bauclie- 
ries.  Ii  is  scar.r,ly  nece.ssary  lo  sav  how  mueli  thi««  : 
pUFpi'.'ion  auL'menfed  the  pe«'p!«;'s  dt  testa i ion  of  this  _ 
o!«iioxi«»us  erimiu'il,  as  well  a.--  tin  ir  f'-ar  ol  ids  cscap- ' 
ius  liic  sent-  nee  pronounced  a:{ainsi  him. 

While  these  aruuments  were  siatrd  and  nplird  to, 
and  lauvass'.il  and  supported,  the  hillu-rio  sdf-nt  ex- 
pi  r-r.'t?iun  of  the  pi'oplf  became  changed  into  that 
di'rp  and  a-^^'iiaiinj:  nuirmnr,  which  is  stiii  forth  liy 
the  oi'i  an  111  lore  tlif  tempest  begins  to  howl.  The 
rrow.lr-d  |Kipulace.  ns  if  fluir  motions  had  corn  spond- 
i-d  with  the  imsi  lllfd  state  of  tie  ir  minds  fluctuated 
to  and  fro  wiihouiany  visible  cans*'  of  impulse,  like 
the  a'_'iiatif»n  of  the  Waters,  calbd  by  siilors  the 
ppt'iari-swell.  The  n^  ws,  wliich  ihe  mai^istrates  had 
alm'»sl  hesitatwl  to  Ci)nmnmieate  to  ihi-m,  were  at 
leiii'th  aunonne*  d.  anil  spreail  anions  the  spectators  i 
wirb  a  rapiditv  like  li'-'hinm:;.  .\  r«  nrieve  from  the 
Secretary  of  State's  t»iriee,  umb.r  tijc  hand  of  bis 
liraci-  tti.  Duke  of  .Xtjwcasile,  ha:l  arrived,  intimat- 
in-^i  the  pbas'ire  of  Uneen  C'aroline,  (re:?*'nl  of  the 
kingdom  duriiii;  the  absi  nee  of  Geor;;e  II.  on  the 
Coniimnt.)  that  the  ex«;cutiiin  of  the  hrn fence  of 
death  pronounced  a:!nin-*i  J«ihn  Porteous,  late  (.'ap- 
tain-Lii-uii  nant  of  the  ( -ity-^  iuard  uf  Edinburgh,  pre- 
sent prisoner  in  the  lolbooth  of  that  eiiv,  lie  nspitul 
for  SIX  wci-ks  from  the  time  appointed  fur  bis  execu- 
tion. 

The  assemlded  spectators  of  almo«t  all  decrees, 

who-ae  minds  had  Int-n  wound  up  to  the  pitch  which 

ue  have  d«  scribed,  uttered  a  j:roan,  or  rather  a  roar 

of  indi:»nation  and  disappointed  rr  venpe,  similar  to 

that  of  a  ti'-'i T  from  whom  his  meal  has  btren  rent  by 

^/s  kcfpvr  \%ht:ii  ha  was  just  a}>out  to  devour  it.  This 

Arc^ ttxr/amntion  i^.-.jiwd  to  forebode  some  immc- 

'i^^^^/osjjn  of  popular  rcaentinvnt^  and,  in  fact. 


Rucb  hnd  been  expected  by  the  mnclstratcs,  and  ih« 
iiec<ssary  measures  iiad  bet-n  taken  to  reprei*^  it. 
But  the  shout  was  not  repeatt-d.  nor  did  nny  sudden 
tumult  ensue,  such  as  it  apjn-ared  to  announce*.  Ths 
popula/e  setnK-d  to  be  asuamed  of  having  expressed 
tliL-ir  disappiiintmenl  in  a  vain  clamour,  and  tlie  houiid 
changed,  not  into  the  silence  which  iiad  pIe^Mie«l  t!i« 
arrival  of  these  sninniii^  news,  but  into  stifltd  mui- 
terin^s,  which  each  proup  maintained  amonp  ihcm- 
Pelves,  and  which  wire  blended  into  one  i\\t.\\  aiul 
hoarse  murmur  which  tioaterl  al>ovc  the  asst  iiihl>. 

Vet  still,  though  all  ex]x  elation  of  the  execution 
was  over,  the  mob  remained  a>sembli:tl,  stationar}', 
as  it  were,  ihrouph  very  rest-ntmeni,  pazini;  on  tha 
preparations  for  death,  which  had  now  been  made 
in  vain,  and  siimulatiiiij:  their  feelmprs,  by  reeallfnq 
the  various  claims  which  Wilson  miubt  have  iiad  on 
royal  mercy,  from  the  mislaki-n  motives  on  which  ha 
aeicti,  as  wt-U  as  from  thu  ^t.n(.r(»sity  he  had  display- 
wl  towards  his  accomplice.  *'  This  man,"  ihr.y  said 
— '"  the  brave,  the  rtsolute,  the  L-enerous,  was  exeeut- 
ed  to  d-alli  without  mercy  fur  ttialini?  a  rurse  of 
lipoid,  wliieli  in  some  sense  he  mip;ht  (routiner  as  a 
fair  reprisal ;  wbile  the  ptolli^'atc  satellite,  wiio  took 
advniJta£;eof  a  tritlin;;  timiult,  inseparable  from  such 
occasions,  to  shed  tlie  blood  of  twenty  ol  his  fi-llow- 
citizen.s  is  diLinid  a  fittinL'  object  for  the  exireiM.-of 
tile  royal  priro;:a;ive  of  iiitrcy.  Is  this  to  U-  borne 7 
—would  our  fathers  have  borne  it  7  Are  not  we,  lika 
them,  Scotsmen  and  buriiiiers  of  F>linl»ur;i:h  T' 

Tlie  officers  of  justice  beiran  now  to  remove  tne 
scafibld,  and  other  pn  paralious  which  had  btrn  inada 
for  the  execution,  in  hopes,  by  doinjr  so,  to  ai.e-krate 
the  dispersion  of  the  multitude.  The  mea«<ure  tiad 
the  disip-d  eHecl;  for  no  sooner  ha<l  the  fatal  trca 
bren  inifixed  from  the  larjre  stone  i»ed(  sial  er  s<»cket 
ill  wliieh  it  was  securc-d,  and  sunk  slowlvdown  i.pjQ 
thir  wain  intendt-d  to  remove  it  to  tlie  plaee  where  it 
was  usually  di  |)ositLtl,  than  the  populace,  alter  ^iviaa 
vent  to  their  fa-lin^s  in  a  Er-cond  shout  of  rai;e  and 
mortification,  bu^aii  slowly  to  disperse  to  their  usual 
nbodi  s  and  occupations. 

The  wir.dows  wi  re  in  like  manner  cradually  desert- 
ed, and  irroufis  of  the  more  d(r«.nt  class  of'eiti/trna 
forme<i  iiioinselv  s,  asif  waitin;:  to  i'i:turn  honuwards 
when  tlie  strn  ts  should  bt;  cieartd  of  the  rabble. 
Contrary  to  what  is  fn«ii;ently  the  '-ast*,  this  uesoriiv 
tion  of  j»er!^i:is  aL'Uted  in  wiu.ral  with  tlu'  stnii- 
ments  of  thiir  infi  rior.^,  and  considend  the  ccise  at 
common  to  all  ranks.  Indt-i-d,  as  we  iiavi:  already 
luifirt-fl,  it  was  by  no  nuans  amoniist  the  low*  =1  class 
of  the  .•'peciafiirs,  or  those  most  llkily  to  be  (  n^'apd 
in  tlu'  riot  at  Wilson's  execution,  that  the  fatal  fire 
of  Portroiis'ii  Si^lilii-rs  had  taken  elUM.t.  2>e\era) 
p«rsonH  Wire  killed  who  were  looking  out  at  win- 
dows at  tin  scene,  who  could  not  of  course  belona 
lo  tip'  rioters,  and  wire  persons  of  decent  rank  ana 
condition.  The  burghers,  therefore,  fisuitin;;  tha 
loss  which  had  falli.n  on  their  own  body,  ami  proud 
and  tenacious  of  th>.ir  rif^hts,  as  the  citizens  of  Ed- 
inbiirL'h  have  at  all  times  been,  were  f;reatly  ixa.*j)o 
rated  at  the  nne.xneciid  rtspiie  of  Captain  Porteous. 

It  was  noticed  at  tbe  time,  and  afterwarls  more 
particularly  remembered,  that,  wbile  the  mob  wem 
m  the  act  of  dispersing;,  s»neral  individuals  were  socn 
busily  pas.-i'i?  from  oihj  place  and  one  ;:roup  oi  peo- 
ple to  anotiiiT,  nmainin;:  loni^  with  none,  but  whis- 
p^rini;  for  a  little  timr  with  those  who  ni'ptari-d  to  be 
disclaiming  most  violently  atraiiij-t  the  conduit  of  go- 
vernment. These  active  a:.'i  iits  had  the  app-  amnca 
of  men  from  the  country,  and  wt;re  p.-nerallv  sup- 
posed to  be  old  friends  and  cimfuleraies  of  \yilson 
whose  minds  were  of  course  highly  excited  against 
Porteous. 

If.  however^  it  was  the  intention  of  the.«»e  men  to 
stir  the  multitude  to  any  sudden  act  of  mutiny,  it 
pe<'med  for  the  time  to  be  fruit hss.  The  rabble,  aa 
well  as  the  more  decent  part  of  the  asst-mbly,  ais- 
persed,  and  went  homo  peaceably;  and  it  was  oiilv 
by  observina:  the  moody  diaconli  nl  on  their  hrowflL 
or  catching  the  tenor  of  the  convtrsation  they  held 
with  each  other,  that  a  stranger  could  estimate  th« 
state  of  thevr  luiuds.  We  will  give  the  reader  thia 
advantage,  by  ufiaocxaiUng  ouxadN^^^  v«\\\iQiu&Q€  tht 
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t  pt)Qp8  who  were  painfully  ascending  the 

I  dediTity  of  the  West  Bow,  to  return  to  their 
„  JtngB  in  the  Lawn-market. 
'An  unco  thing  this^  Mrs.  Howden,"  said  old  Pe- 
trrPlaoidamas  to  his  neighbour  the  rooping-wife,  or 
ttV^^woraan,  aa  he  ofier^  her  his  arm  to  assist  her 
IS  tk  toilsome  ascent,  "  to  see  the  grit  folk  at  Lun- 
H3  set  their  face  against  law  and  gospel,  and  let 
b^e  sic  a  reprobate  as  Porteous  upon  a  peaceable 
toffnr 

'  And  td  Think  o*  the  weary  walk  they  hae  gien  us,'* 
i3fwered  Mrs.  Howden.  with  a  groan;  "and  sic, a 
wQifortable  window  as  I  had  gotten,  too.  just  within 
t?cimjr-stane-cast  of  the  scanold— Icoulahaeheard 
t^tty  word  the  nunister  said— and  to  pay  twalpennies 
l\}j  mj  stand,  and  a'  for  naething!" 

''l«h judging,"  said  Mr. Plumdamas,  "that  this 
repnere  waona  stand  gude  in  the  auld  Scots  law, 
Mocn  the  kingdom  ira«  a  kingdom." 

'^Idiima  ken  muckle  about  the  law."  answered 
Mrs.  Howden;  "  but  I  ken,  when  we  had  a  king,  and 
hchiDCtdk>r,  and  parliament-men  o*  our  ain,  we  could 
sjv  peebie  them  wi'  stanes  when  they  werena  gude 
bi)/ns— Bui  naebody's  nails  can  reach  the  length  o' 
Uanon." 

*  \yevy  on  Lunnon,  and  a'  that  e*er  came  out  o't  1" 
Mi  Miss  Grizel  Damahoy,  an  ancient  seamstress ; 
"^f  hae  taen  awa  our  parliament,  and  they  hae 
m^eiBaed  our  trade.  Our  gentles  will  hardly  allow 
i3t  a  Scots  needle  can  sew  rulfles  on  a  sark,  or  lace 
to  an  oweriay." 
"^ Ye  may  say  that,  Miss  Damahoy, 4ind  I  keno* 
turn  that  nae  aotten  raisins  frae  Lunnon  by  forpits 
It  aooe,"  reroonded  Plumdamas,  "and  then  sicanhost 
Iff  tdie  English  gangers  and  excisemen  as  hae  <^me 
dawn  to  Tex  and  torment  us,  that  an  honest  man  can- 
u  fetch  sae  muckle  as  a  bit  anker  p'  brahdy  frae  Loith 
^  ihe  Lawn-market,  but  he's  like  to  be  rubbit  o*  the 
vj;  gudes  he*s  bought  and  paid  for.— Weel,  Fwinna 
^tify  Andrew  Wilson  for  pitting  hands  on  wha: 
trasna  his;  but  if  he  took  nae  mair  than  bis  ain, 
tsete's  an  awfu'  dinerence  between  that  and  the  fact 
this  man  stands  for." 

"  If  ye  speak  about  the  law,"  said  Mrs.  Howden, 
"Here  comes  Mr.  Saddletree,  that  can  settle  it  as 
«^eel  «8  ony^n  the  bench." 

Tbe  party  she  mentioned,  a  grave  elderly  person, 
with  a  superb  periwig,  dressed  in  a  decent  suit  of  sad- 
(tikwred  clothes,  came  up  as  she  rooke,  and  cour- 
te^slf  gav(>  his  arm  to  Miss  Grizel  Damahoy. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  mention,  that  Mr.  Bartoline 
Saddletree  k^t  an  excellent  and  highly-esteemed 
sW  for  hame8&  saddles,  dbc  &c.  at  the  sign  of  the 
Golden  Nag,  at  the  head  of  Bess  Wynd.,  His  genius, 
bvever,  (as  he  himself  and  most  of  his  neighbours 
r^ncetved,)  lay  towards  the  weightier  matters  of  the 
\iv,  and  he  failed  not  to  give  frequent  attendance 
f?»n  toe  pleadings  and  arguments  of  the  lawyers  and 
ji^oes  in  the  neighbouring  square,  where,  to  say  the 
truth,  he  was  oftener  to  be  found  than  would  have 
consisted  with  bis  own  emolument :  but  that  his  wife, 
VI  active  pains-iakixig  person,  could,  in  his  absence, 
Ritke  an  admirable  smft  to  please  the  customers  and 
Kx>U  the  journeymen.  This  good  lady  was  in  the 
habit  of  letting  her  husband  take  his  way,  and  go  on 
unpToving  his  stock  of  legal  knowledge  without  in- 
[<7niption ;  but,  as  if  in  requital,  she  insisted  upon 
oaviag  her  own  will  in  the  domestic  and  commercial 
^•1)artfnente  which  he  abandoned  to  her.  Now,  as 
H4Ji«}kne  Saddletree  had  a  considerable  gift  o(  words, 
wliich  he  mistook  for  eloquence,  and  conferred  more 
bberally  upon  the  societv  in  which  he  lived  Chan  was 
•I  all  hmes  gracious  ana  acceptable,  there  went  forth 
a  saying,  with  which  wags  used  sometimes  to  inter- 
m  his  rhetoric  that,  as  he  had  a  golden  nag  at  his 
<ioor,aohehadagraymareinhi8BhoQ.  This  reproach 
induced  Mr.  Saddletree,  on  all  occasions,  to  assume 
nther  a  hai^ty  and  stately  tone  towards  his  good 
VQinaiL  a  circumstaiice  by  which  she  seemed  very 
Ne  afiected,  unless  he  attempted  to  exercise  any 
nal  authority,  when  she  never  iailed,ta  fly  into  open 
r«beUion.  Hut  suck  extremes  Bartoline  seldom  pro- 
ved \  for,  like  the  gentlfl  King  Jamie,  he  was  fond^ 
•fwiwofaaihontvtbanraallyeJMrcijungit.  This 


turn  of  mind  was,  on  the  whole,  lucky  for  him ;  since 
his  substance  was  increased  without  any,  trouble  oa 
his  part,  or  any  interruption  of  his  favourite  studies. 

This  word  in  explanation  has  been  thrown  in  to 
the  reader,  while  Saddletree  was  laying  down,  with 
great  precision,  the  law  upon  Porieous's  case,  oy 
which  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  that,  if  Porteous 
had  fired  five  minutes  sooner,  before  Wilson  was  cut 
down,  he  would  have  been  vdrsans  in  liciio ;  en* 
gaged,  that  is,  in  a  lawful  act,  and  only  liable  to  b« 
punished  propter  exccsaum^  or  for  lack  of  diBcretion, 
which  might  have  mitigated  the  punishment  vopwaa 
ordinaria. 

"  Discretion  !"  echoed  Mrs  Howden,  on  whom,  it 
tnay  well  be  supposed,  the  fine  less  of  this  distinction 
was  entirely  thrown  away,—"  whan  had  Jock  Port©* 
ous  either  grace,  discretion,  or  gude  manners  J— I 
mind  when  his  father" 

"  But,  Mrs,  Howden,"  said  Saddletree 

"  And  I,"  said  Miss  Damahoy,  "  mind  when  his 
mother" 

"Miss  Damahoy,"  entreated  the  interrupted  ora- 
tor  

"And  I,"  said  Plumdamas,  "mind  when  his 
wife" 

''Mr.  Plumdamas— Mrs.  Howden— Miss  Dama- 
•hoy,"  again  implored  the-  orator,—"  mind  the  dis- 
tinction, as  Counsellor  Crossmyloof  says,—'  I,'  says 
he.  '  take  a  distinction.'  Now,  the  body  of  the  crimi- 
nal being  out  down,  and  the  execution  ended,  Por 
teous  was  no  longer  official ;  the  act  which  he  came 
to  protect  and  guard,  being  done  and  ended,  he  was 
no  better  than  cuivia  ex  populo." 

*^  Quivis-mLivia,  Mr.  Saddletree,  craving  your 
pardon,"  said  (with  a  prolonged  empliasis  on  the 
first  syllable)  Mr.  Butler,  the  deputy  schoolmaster  of 
a  parisli  near  Edinburgh,  who  at  that  moment  came 
up  behind  them  as  the  false  Latin  was  uttered. 

"  What  signifies  interrupting  me,  Mr.  Butler  7— but 
I  am  glad  to  see  ye  notwithstanding— I  speak  aftef 
Counsellor  CrossraylooA  and  he  said  cuivisJ'* 

"  If  Counsellor  Cfrossmyloof  used  the  dative  for  the 
nominative,  I  would  have  crossed  kis  loof  with  4 
tight  leathern  strap,  Mr.  Saddletree;  there  is  not  a 
boy  on  the  booby  form  but  should  have  been  scourged 
£»r  such  a  solecism  in  grammar." 
'  '*I  speak  Latin  like  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Butler,  and  not 
like  a  schoolmaster."  retorted  Saddletree. 

"  Scarce  like  a  schoolboj^  I  think,"  rejoined  Butler. 

"It  matters  little,"  said  Bartoline;  "all  I  mean  to 
say  is,  that  Porteous  has  become  liable  to  the  poena 
extra  ordinem^  or  capital  punishment ;  which  is  to 
.say,  in  plain  Scotch,  the  gallows,  simply  \ 


say, 
did 


, ...  , , ^ , ^.^  because  ha 

not  fire,  when  he  was  m  office,  but  waited  till  the 

body  was  cut  down,  the  execution  whilk  he  had  in 
charge  to  guard  implemented,  and  he  himself  e*- 
onercMd  of  the  public  trust  im];K>sed  on  him." 

"But,  Mr.  Saddletree,"  said  Plumdamas,  "do  yd 
reallv  think  John  Porteous*s  case  wad  hae  been  bet- 
ter if  he  had  begun  firing  before  ony  stanes  were 
flung  at  a'  1" 

"  Indeed  dp  I,  neighboiir  Plumdamas,"  replied  Bar- 
toline, confidently,  ^'he  being  then  in  point  of  trust 
and  in  point  of  power^  the  execution  being  but  in- 
choat.  or,  at  least,  not  impl^ment^  or  finally  ended  1 
but  after  Wilson  was  cut  down,  it  was  a'  ower— he 
was  clean  exauctorate,  and  had  nae  mair  ado  but  to 
get  awa  wi'  his  guard  up  this  West  Bow  as  fast  as  if 
there  had  been  a  caption  after  him— And  this  is  law, 
for  I  heard  it  laid  down  by  Lord  Vincovinoentem." 

"  Tincovincentem  7— Is  he  a  lord  of  state,  or  a  lord 
of  seat  T*  inquired  Mrs.  Howden.* 

"  A  lord  of  seat— a  lord  of  session.— I  fash  mvsell 
Kttle  wi*  lords  o'  state;  they  vex  me  wi'a  wheen 
idle  questions  about  their  saddles,  and  ourpels,  and 
holsters,  and  horse-furniture,  and  what  the7*ll  cos% 
and  whan  they'll  be  ready- a  wheen  flalloping  geese 
—my  wife  may  serye  the  Uke  o'  them. 

"  And  so  might  she,  m  her  day,  hae  served  the  best 
lord  in  the  land,  for  as  little  as  ye  think  o]  her,  Mr. 
Saddletree,"  said  Mrs.  Howden,  somewhat  mdignant 
at  the  contemptuous  way  in  which  her  gossip  was 

•  A  DoMemui  waa  caned  a  Lord  of^State.  The  Sanaton  of.tha 
CMlageof  Jvftioo  were  lonaed  Lonli  of  fliat,  or  of  the  Ssaaoiv 
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mentiof"  d :  "  when  she  and  I  were  twa  cilpies,  we 
lilile  thoiitjiir  to  hac  hittcm  doiin  wi'  the  like  o'  mv 
auid  Davie  Ilowden,  or  yoa  tiilier,  31  r.  Saiidletrco/' 

Whilo  SadiUctRo,  wlio  was  not  bright  ot  a  reply, 
was  cudiT'  llin^  his  hmins  for  an  answer  to  ihisliunic- 
tkriist,  Miss  Dainahoy  broko  in  on  him. 

*  And  as  for  the  lonis  of  state,''  said  Miss  Dama- 
hoy.  "  ye  euld  mind  the  ridinj;  o'  the  parliament,  Mr. 
Saddletree,  in  the  sv^de  auld  time  before  the  Union, 
^a  year's  rent  o'  mony  a  jjude  estate  gaed  for  horso- 
ETaiih  and  harnessina,  forby  broiderecl  robes  and 
fo)t-inaiiiles,  that  wn(l  hae  stude  by  their  lane  wi' 
gold  broi-ade,  and  that  were  muckh?  m  my  ain  line." 

**  Ay,  and  then  the  lusty  banqueline.  with  sweet- 
meats and  comfits  wet  and  dry,  and  nrii<l  fruits  of 
divers  sorts,"  said  Phiinilamas.  "  But  Scotland  was 
Scotland  ill  these  days." 

"I'll  tell  vou  what  it  is,  neiirtibours,"  said  Mrs. 
Howden,  '•  IMI  ne'er  believe  Scotland  is  Scotland  ony 
mair.  if  our  kindly  Scots  sit  doun  with  the  aflront 
they  hae  ^icn  us  this  day.  It's  not  onlvtheblude  that 
t#  shed,  but  the  blude  that  ini?:ht  hac  been  shod, 
that's  rc<niirid  at  our  hand?;  then:  was  my  dau::h- 
lers  wean,  little  Eppie  Daidle — my  oe,  ye  ken,  Miss 
Gri7.  I—Iiad  played  the  truant  frae  the  school,  si^ 
bail  iH  will  «lo.  ye  ken,  Mr.  Builrr" 

"And  for  which,"  inlerjcciiMl  Mr.  Butler,  "they 
should  he  !?oundly  scounreu  by  their  well-wishers." 

''  And  had  just  cnippen  to  the  fallows'  fi>ot  to  see 
the  hftn'.^iiig,  as  was  natural  for  a  wean ;  and  what 
fi>r  nii.-'htna  she  hae  Ih-on  shot  as  wYt'l  as  the  rest  o' 
them,  and  where  wad  we  a'  hae  been  then  ?  I  won- 
drr  how  tiuern  Carline  (if  hor  name  b«jCarline)  wad 
Iiae  likfd  to  hae  had  aiie  o'  her  ain  bairns  iu  sic  a 
venture.^' 

"Ripjrt  snys."  answered  Butler,  "that  sncjj  a  rir- 
cnmstance  would  not  have  distressed  her  majesty  be- 
yond endurance." 

"Aweel,"  said  Mrs.  Howden,  "the  sum  o'  thn 
mntit.r  is,  that,  were  I  a  man,  I  wad  hac  amends  u' 
Jo'k  Porleous,  be  the npshot  what  like  o't,  if  a'  the 
carli's  and  carlincs  in  England  had  sworn  to  the  nay- 
eay." 

"I  wouM  claw  down  the  tolbooth  door  wi'  my 
null-*,"'  Slid  Miss  Grizel,  "  but  I  wad  be  at  him." 
t     '•  Vo  may  bo  very  riuht,  ladies,"  said  Butler,  "  but 
I  would  not  advise  you  to  spr'ak  so  loud." 

"Sp-r'ik!''  cxclafmed  l>^jth  the  Indies  tocether, 
"th'-rewill  be  nacihin?  else  spoken  about  frae  the 
^Vi'ii:h-hons^»  to  the  Water-jjaie,  till  this  is  either 
endrrl  or  mended.'* 

Tile  fe:iiale3  now  departiKl  to  their  r^'spcctivc  placps 
ofahorle.  Phimdamas  joined  the  other  two  iicntle- 
meu  in  drinkiu:?  xhc'ir  mt;  rid  inn,  (a  bump*.'r-dram  of 
brandy,)  as  they  passed  the  well-known  low-browed 
phop  m  the  Lawn-market,  where  they  were  wont  to 
lake  ih:it  refreshmnnt.  Mr.  Phimdamas  then  de- 
part.;! towanls  his  shop,  and  Mr.  Butler,  who  hap- 
pn»yltohave  some  particular  occasion  for  the  rem 
of  an  old  bridle,  (the  truants  of  that  busv  day  could 
have  anticipatLil  its  application,)  wal'ivwl  down  the 
Lawn-market  with  Mr.  Saddletree,  each  talking  as  he 
couM  i^et  a  word  thrust  in,  the  one  on  the  laws  of 
Scotland,  the  other  on  those  of  Syntax,  and  neither 
listening;  to  a  word  which  his  companion  uttered. 


CHAPTRR  V. 

'lUwhnfr  h<»  cnUhr  rizlit  \v«jtl  Iny  down  the  law, 
Hut  in  liii  Iiouae  wa»  ineek  a<  it  a  daw. 

DAVIB  LlNDKAT. 

"TifERE  has  been  Jock  Driver  the  carrier  here, 
•pj'rrin:^  about  his  newtrraith,"  said  3Irs.  Saddletree 
to  h.-r  husband,  as  he  crossed  his  threshold,  not  with 
the  p  irpoS'\  by  any  mean.**,  of  consul  tins  him  upon 
his  own  attairs,  biit  merelv  to  intimate,  by  a  fEenile 
reiTniiitiilation,  how  much  duty  she  had  gone  through 
in  his  ab«»ence. 

*'  Weel,"  replied  Bnrtoline,  and  deigned  not  a  word 
more. 

,  *\lnfi  the  La/rr/ ofGirdinshurst  han  hnA  his  run- 
J!^l^Jy,"""""  ^''^i  ^"'^  ^'^'^  himm^M  (iie's  a  civil 
#««w,//  youfjfffiBntkmmn,)  to  sco  when  the  broider- 


ed  saddle-cloth  for  Ills  florrel  horse  will  be  ready,  for 
ho  wants  it  a^nne  tlie  Kelso  races," 

"  Weel,  aweel,"  replied  Bartoliuc,  as  laconically  mm 
before. 

"And  his  lordship,  the  Earl  of  Blazonburv,  Lord 
Flash  and  Flame,  is  like  to  l>e  clean  daft,  tbat  lii» 
hamtss  for  the  si.\  Flanders  iiiears,  wi'  the  creats, 
coronets,  housinp;B,  and  mountings  conform,  are  no 
sent  hame  according  to  promise  ;{ien." 

"Weel,  weul.  weel— weel,  wcel,  gudewife,"  said 
Saddletree^"  if  he  gangs  daft,  we'll  hae  bini  cognos- 
ced—it's  a'  very  weel. 

"  It's  weel  that  ye  think  sae,  Mr.  Saddletrtv,"  an- 
swered his  ht.lpmate,  rather  nettled  at  the  IndifFerence 
with  which  her  report  was  received ;  "  there's  many 
aiie  wad  hae  thousht  themselves  aflTfonted,  if  i-:is 
mony  customers  had  ca'd  and  naeboriy  to  aiiHw.-r 
them  hut  women -folk ;  for  a'  the  lads  were  alf,  as 
soon  as  yo»ir  back  was  tunietl,  to  see  Porteous  hanj»- 
ed^  that  might  be  counted  upon;  and  sac,  you  lui 
beina  nt  hame" 

"  Houts,  Mrs.  Saddletree,"  said  Barioline,  with  an 
air  of  con.sequence,  "dinna  deave  me  wi'  your  n«jn- 
sense;  I  was  under  the  neces.^ity  of  being  elsi.'\^here 
— non  omnia— as  3Ir.  Crossmyloof  said,  when  lie 
was  calloi  by  two  macers  at  onc<',  non  omnia  ;>osvu 
mita — prssimus—posifiwis — I  ken  our  law-lalin  of- 
feiifls  Mr.  Butler's  ears,  but  it  means  naebody,  and  it 
Were  the  Lord  Prcc^ident  hitnscll,  can  do  twa  turns  at 
ancp." 

"Very  right,  I\Ir.  Saniiiotrce,"  answered  his  en  rnfiil 
helpmate,  with  a  sarcastic  smile;  "and  nae  doubt 
it's  a  decj-nl  thing  to  leave  your  wife  to  look  after 
young  yontlemen's  saddles  and  bridles,  when  \ecnus 
to  see  a  man.  that  ticver  did  venae  ill,  raxing  a  nalter. 

"  W'oman,"  said  Saddletree,  assuming  nn  elevated 
tone,  to  which  the  nuridinn  had  somewhat  cimtri- 
buttxl,  "desist,—!  say  forbear,  from  intromitling  with 
affairs  thou  canst  not  understand.  D'ye  think  I  was 
born  to  ait  here  broggin  an  elshin  through  bend-h.-a- 
ther,  when  sic  men  as  Duncan  Forbes,  and  that  other 
Aniiston  chield  there,  without  muckle  greater  iwris, 
if  the  close-head  speak  true,  than  mvsell,  mauii  1)4 

ftresidents  and  king's  advocates,  nae  doubt,  and  wha 
)ut  they  7  Whereas,  were  favour  etiually  distribute 
as  in  the  days  of  the  wight  Wallace'' 

"  I  ken  naethinir  we  wad  hae  gotten  by  the  ^ight 
Wallace,"  said  Mrs.  Saddletree,  "unless,  as  I  hui 
heard  the  auld  folk  tell,  they  fought  in  thae  davs  wi' 
brnd  leather-gun.s,  and  then  it's  a  chance  but  w1ial.  \l 
he  had  bought  them,  he  might  have  forgot  to  pay  for 
them.  And  as  for  the  greatness  of  your  parl.««,  Barl- 
h'V,  the  folk  in  the  close-head  maun  ken  mair  about 
them  than  I  do,  ifthev  make' sick  a  report  of  them." 

"  1 1-11  ye,  woman,^'  said  Saddletree,  in  high  dtid- 
jjeon,  "  that  ye  ken  naething  about  these  rnatlt  ra 
In  Sir  Willian'i  Wallace's  days,  there  was  nae  man 
pinned  down  to  sic  a  slavish  wark  as  a  saddler'^,  tor 
they  got  ony  leathergrailh  that  they  had  use  for  ready- 
matle  out  of  Holland." 

"  Well,"  said  Bniler,  who  was,  like  many  of  hii 
profession,  something  of  a  humorist  and  dry  joker, 
"  if  that  be  the  case,  Mr.  Saddletree,  I  think  we  have 
changed  for  the  belter;  since  we  make  our  own  har- 
ness, and  only  import  our  lawyers  from  Holland. 

"  It's  owj.T  true.  Mr.  Butler,"  answered  BartoHre, 
with  a  sigh  ;  "  if  I  had  hadthebick— or  rather,  if  my 
father  had  had  the  stmse  to  send  me  to  Leyden  and 
Utrecht  to  learn  the  Substitutes  and  Pandei" 

"  You  mean  the  Institutes— Justinian's  Institutes 
Mr.  Saddleiret"  ?"  said  Butler. 

"  Institutes  and  siihstitutei  are  s^'nonymous  words, 
Mr.  Butler,  and  used  indifferent! v  as  such  in  dewls  of 
tailzie,  as  vou  may  see  in  Balfour's  Pracliques,  of 
Dallas  of  St.  Martin's  Styles.  I  understand  ihess 
thing's  prcttv  wc-el,  I  thank  God ;  but  I  own  I  should 
have  studie<l  in  Holland." 

"  To  comfort  you,  you  might  not  have  been  fur- 
thrr  forwanl  than  you  are  now,  Mr.  Saddletree," 
replied  Mr.  Butler  ;  '*  for  our  Scottish  advocates  nm 
an  aristocratic  race.  Their  brass  is  of  the  riirht 
Corinthian  quality,  and  Kon  cuivtM  contigit  aaitt 
Cori  nOmm  —Aha,  >\t .  Saddletree  T ' 

"  And  tha.  Mt.  ttuA«,"  tov^™^  ^wXoXimfc^  vm» 
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tW  ts  may  be  well  mppoeod^  the  jest  was  lost, 
lod  dl  but  the  sound  of  the  words,  "  ye  said  a  ^lin 
iTM  it  was  vuitrti,  and  now  I  heard  ye  sav  cuivis 
wtk  Bf  am  earSf'as  plain  as  ever  1  heard  a  word  at 
be  fore-bar." 

*Gtve  me  your  patience,  Mr.  Saddlotree,  and  I'll 
xplain  the  disqiepancy  in  three  words,"  said  Butler, 
i  pedantic  in  his  own  department,  thouc^h  with  infi- 
iidj  more  judgment  and  learning,  as  Bartoline  was 
n  m  Klf-assumed  profession  of  the  law—"  Give  hie 
ogr  patience  for  a  moment—You'll  grant  that  the 
ruminative  case  is  that  by  which  a  person  or  thins 
«  Qominated  or  designed,  and  whicn  may  be  called 

:« primary  case,  all  others  beiug  formed  from  it  by 
lUtraiions  of  inc  termination  in  the  learned  lan- 
:jwres,  and  by  prepositions  in  our  modern  Babylo- 
i.injirgons— You'll  grant  me  that,  I  suppose,  Mr. 
hddletice  7" 

"  I  diQaaken  whether  I  will  or  no— od  avisandum^ 
"  ken-aaebody  should  be  in  a  hurry,  to  make  admis- 
ovA  either  in  i)oint  of  law,  or  in  point  of  fact,"  said 
>t>idle(re&  looking,  or  endeavouring  to  look,  as  if  he 
.idcrsiooa  what  was  said. 

"And  thg  dative  case,"  continued  Butler 

"I  ken  wh^t  a  tutor  dative  is,"  said  Saddletree, 
'R^Jily  enough." 

"The  dative  case,"  resumed  the  grammarian,  "  is 
tin  in  which  any  thing  is  given  or  assigned  as  pro- 
pi^  beloQi(ing  to  a  person,  or  thing— You  cannot 
c<  17  that,  1  am  sure.'' 

"I  am  sure  I'll  no  grant  ii  Jiough,"  said  Saddle- 
tree. 

'Tbea.  what  the  dttvil  d'ye  take  the  nominative 
tr-i  the  dative  cases  to  be  7"  said  Butler,  hastily,  and 
R^rised  at  once  out  of  his  decency  of  expression  and 
tToiej  of  pronunciation. 

"  ril  tell  you  that  at  leisure,  Mr.  Butler,"  said  Sad- 
utirec,  with  a  very  knowing  look;  "I'll  take  a  day 
^fc«  and  answer  every  article  of  your  condescend- 
ccf,  and  then  I'll  hold  you  to  confess  or  deny,  as 

/Come,  come,  Mr.  Saddletree,"  said  his  wife, 
»c'll  hae  nae  confessions  and  condescendences 
H  lei  them  deal  in  thae  sort  o*  wares  that  are  paid 
tr  rhetn-they  suit  the  like  o*  us  as  ill  as  a  demipique 
oMle  would  set  a  draught  ox." 
"Aha!"  said  Mr.  Butler,  **  Optat  ephippia  boavi- 
'tr,  nothing  new  under  the  sun- But  it  was  a  fair 
^-^  Mrs.  Saddletree,  however." 
And  it  wad  far  better  become  ye,  Mr.  Saddletree," 
jwtinoed  his  helpmate,  "  since  ye  say  ye  hae  skeel  o' 
^'  Itw,  to  try  if  ye  can  do  ony  thing  for  Effie  Deans, 
*™  ••' —  that's  lying  up  in  the  tolbooth  yonder, 
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*^^  gangs  out,— and  y^re  aware  he's  seldom  at 
•*'nie  When  there's  ony  o'  the  plea-houses  open,— puir. 
^  wed  to  help  me  to  tumole  the  bundles  o*  bark- 
«« leather  up.  and  down,  and  range  out  the  gudes, 
JJ  wu  a'  body's  humours— And  troth,  she  could  aye 
l*?«the  customers  wi'  her  answers,  for  she  was  aye 
Jju,  ind  a  bonnier  lass  wasna  in  auld  Reekie.  And 
'wn  folk  were  hasty  and  unreasonable,  she  could 
ff»«theiD  better  than  me,  that  am  no  sae  young  as 
fjjfbeen,  Mr.  Butler,  and  a  wee  bit  short  in  the 
JJJW  into  the  bargain.  For  when  there's  ower 
yy  loiks  crying  on  me  at  anes,  and  none  but  ae 
3j5!f  *^  answer  them,  folk  maun  speak  hastily,  or 
ijfrii  ne'er  get  through  their  wark— Sae  I  miss  Ef- 

HP'J^in  diem:*  added  Saddletree. 
fc,  u^i^  ■aid  Butler,  after  a  jgood  deal  of  hesita- 
rj   1  nave  seen  the  girl  in  the  shop— a  modest- 
Ty»8.1air.haiTedgirir 

•flfti  ?'  ^^''  J"®^  P"^'  Effie,"  said  her  mistress. 
J°®*  **  ^as  abandoned  to  herselltor  whether  she 
ff ?«yMo'  the  sinfu*  deed,  God  in  Heaveif  knows : 
y^wea  been  guilty,  she's  been  sair  tempted,  and 
1?^,  •maist  take  my  Bible-aith  she  hasna  been  her- 
^^'ihetime." 

IgPj  aid  by  this  time  become  much  agitated  j  he 
IS2  "P.  *"d  down  the  shop,  and  snowed  the 
•■*"*  agnation  that  a  person  of  such  strict  deco- 


rum could  be  supposed  to  give  way  to.  *  Was  not 
this  girl,"  he  said,  "  the  daughter  of  David  Deans, 
that  had  the  parks  at  St.  Leonard's  taken  1  and  hat 
she  not  a  sister  1" 

'  "In  troth  has  she— puir  Jeanie  Deans,  ten  yeara 
aulder  than  hersell;  she  was  .here  greeting  a  wee 
while  syne  about  her  tittle.  And  what  could  I  say 
to  her,  but  that  she  behooved  to  come  and  speak  to 
Mr.  Saddletree  when  he  was  at  hame?  It  waena 
that  I  thought  Mr.  Saddletree  couJd  do  her  or  ony 
other  body  muckle  good  or  ill,  but  it  wad  aye  serve 
to  keep  the  puir  things  heart  up  for  a  wee  wmle ;  and 
let  sorrow  come  when  sorrow  maun." 

"Ye're  mistaen  though,  sudewife,"  said*  Saddle- 
tree scornfully.  "  for  I  could  nae  gien  her  great  satis- 
faction :  I  could  hae  proved  to  her  that  her  sister  was 
indicted  upon  the  statute  saxteen  hundred  and  ninety, 
chapter  one— For  the  mair  ready  prevantion  of  child- 
murder— for  concealing  her  pregnancy^  and  giving  no 
account  of  the  child  wbich  she  had  borne." 

"  1  hope,"  said  Butler,—"  I  trust  in  a  gracious  God, 
that  she  can  clear  herself." 

"  And  sae  do  I,  Mr.  Butler,"  replied  Mrs.  Saddle- 
tree. "  I  am  sure  I  wad  hae  answered  for  her  as  my 
ain  daughter ;  but,  wae's  my  heart,  I  had  been  tender 
a'  the  simmer,  and  scarce  ower  the  door  o'  my  room 
for  twal  weeks.  And,  as  for  Mr.  Saddletree,  he  might 
be  in  a  lying-in  hospital,  and  ne'er  find  out  what  the 
women  cam  there  for.  Sae  I  could  see  little  or  nae- 
thing  o'  her.  or  I  wad  hae  had  the  truth  o'  her  situa- 
tion out  o'  her,  I'se  warrant  ye— But  we  a'  think  her 
sister  maun  be  able  to  speak  something  to  clear 
her." 

*  The  haill  Parliament  House,"  said  Saddletree, 
"  was  speaking  o'  naething  else,  till  this  job  o'  Por- 
teous's  put  it  out  o'  head— It's  a  beautiful  point  of 
presumptive  murder,  and  there's  been  nane  like  it  in 
the  Justiciar  Court  since  the  case  of  Luckie  Smith 
the  howdic,  that  suffered  in  the  year  saxteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine." 

"  But  what's  the  matter  wi'  you,  Mr.  Butler?"  said 
the  good  woman ;  "  ye  are  looking  as  white  as  a 
sheet ;  will  ye  take  a  dram  V* 

"  By  no  means,"  said  Butler,  compelling  himself  to 
speak.  "  I  walk^  in  from  Dumfries  yesterday,  and 
this  is  a  warm  day." 

"  Sit  down,"  said  Mrs.  Saddletree,  laying  hands  on 
him  kindly,  "and  rest  ye— ye'll  kill  yourseU,  man,  at 
that  rate— And  are  we  to  wish  you  joy  o'  getting  the 
scule,  Mr.  Butler  1" 

"  Yes— no— I  do  not  know  "  answered  the  young 
man  vaguely.  But  Mrs.  Saddletree  kept  him  to  the 
point,  partly  out  of  real  interest,  partly  from  curiosity. 

"  Ye  dinna  ken  whether  ye  are  to  get  the  free  scule 
o*  Dumfries  or  no,  after  hinging  on  and  teaching  it  a' 
the  simmer?" 

"  No,  Mrs.  Saddletree— I  am  not  to  have  it,"  re- 
plied Butler,  more  collectedly.  "  The  Laird  of  Biack- 
at-the-bane  had  a  natural  son  bred  to  the  kirk,  that 
the  presbytery  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  license ; 
and  so" 

"  Ay,  ye  need  say  nae  mair  about  it:  if  there  was 
a  laird  that  had  a  puir  kinsman  or  a  oastafd  that  it 
wad  suit,  there's  feneugh  said.— And  ye're  e'en  come 
back  to  Libberton  to  wait  for  dead  men's  shoon  ?— 
and.  for  as  frail  as  Mr.  Whackbairn  is  he  may  live 
as  lang  as  you,  that  are  his  assistant  and  succes- 
sor." * 

"  Very  like,"  replied  Butler  with  a  sigh ;  "I  do  not 
know  ii  I  should  wish  it  otherwise." 

"  Nae  doubt  it's  a  very  vexing  thing,"  continued 
the  good  lady,  *\  to  be  in  that  dependant  station  ;  and 
you  that  hae  right  and  tide  to  sae  muckle  better,  I 
wonder  how  ye  bear  these  crosses." 

"  Quo«  dUigit castigat"  answered  Butler;  "evjsn 
the  pagan  Seneca  could  see  an  advantage  in  affliction. 
TheWeathena  had  their  philosophy,  and  the  Jews 
their  revelation,  Mrs.  Saddletree;,  and  they  endurea 
their  distresses  m  their  day.  Chnstians  have  a  better 
dispensation  than  either— out  doubdess" 

He' stopped  and  sighed. 

"  I  ken  what  you  mean,"  said  Mrs.  Saddletree, 
looking  toward  her  husband;  "there's  whiles  we 
lose  patience  in  spite  of  biddl  book  and  Bible— But 


la 


TALES  OF  UT  LANDLORD. 


[CjiAr.TI 


yd  «re  no'  gaun  awa,  and  looking  sae  poorly— y6*U 
suy  and  take  some  kail  wi*  us?" 

Blr.  Saddletree  laid  aside  Balfonr's  Praetiques, 
(his  favouriie  study,  and  much  good  may  it  do  him,) 
to  join  in  his  wife's  hospitable  importunity.  But  the 
teacher  declined  all  entreaty,  and  took  his  leave  upon 
the  spot. 

"  There's  something  in  a*  this,"  said  Mrs.  Saddle- 
tree, booking  after  him  as  he  walked  up  the  street : 
"  I  wonder  what  makes  Mr.  Butler  sae  distressed 
about  Bfl»«  misfortune— there  was  nae  acquaintance 
atween  tltfrnrthat  ever  I  saw  or  heard  of;  but  they 
were  neighbours  when  David  Deans  was  on  the 
Laird  o'  Dumbiedikes'  land.  Mr.  Sutler  wad  ken 
lier  father,  or  some  o'  her  folk.— Get  up,  Mr.  Saddle- 
tree—ye have  set  voursell  down  on  the  very  brecham 
that  wants  stitching— and  here's  little  Willie,  the 
prentice.— Ye  li«le  rin- there-out  deil  that  ye  are,  what 
takes  vou  raking  through  the  ^ttera  to  see  folk  han- 
gh  7— now  wad  ye  like  when  it  comes  to  be  your  ain 
chance,  as  I  winna  ensure  ye,  if  ye  dinna  mend  your 
manners?— And  what  are  ye  maundering  and  greet- 
ing for,  as  if  a  word  were  breaking  your  banes  ?— 
Ganj?  m  by,  and  be  a  better  bairn  another  time,  and 
tell  Peggy  to  gie  ve  a  bicker  o'  broth,  for  ye'll  be  as 
gleg  as  a  gled.  I'se  warrant  ye.— It's  a  ratherless 
bairn,  Mr.  Saddletree,  and  motherless,  whilk  in  some 
cases  may  be  waur,  and  ane  would  take  care  o'  him 
if  thev  could— it's  a  Christian  duty."     , 

"  Very  true,  gudewife,"  said  Saddletree,  in  reply, 
"we  are  in  loco  parentis  to  him  during  his  years  of 
pupillarity,  and  I  hde  had  thoughts  of  appljring  to  the 
Court  for  a  commission  as  factor  loco  tutoris^  seeing 
there  is  nae  tutor  nominate,  and  the  tutor-at-law 
declines  to  act ;  but  only  I  tear  the  expense  of  the 
procedure  wad  not  be  in  rem.  versam^  for  I  am  not 
aware  if  Willie  has  ony  effects  whereoi  to  assume  the 
administration." 

He  conclnded  this  sentence  with  a  self-important 
rough,  as  one  who  has  laid  down  the  law  in  an  indis- 
putable manner. 

"  Effects !"  said  Mrs.  Saddletifee,  "  what  effects  has 
the  puir  wean?— he  was  in  rags  when  his  mother 
died ;  and  the  blue  polonie  that  EflSe  made  for  him 
out  of  an  auld  mantle  of  my  ain,  was  the  first  decent 
dress  the  bairn  ever  had  on.  Puir  Eflfie!  can  ye  tell 
me  now  really,  wi*  a'  your  law,  will  her  life  be  in  dan- 
ger, Mr.  Saddletree,  when  they  arena  able  to  prove 
iliat  ever  there  wns  a  bairn  ava?** 

"  Whoy,"  said  Mr.  Saddletree,  delighted  at  having 
for  once  m  his  life  seen  his  wife's  attention  arrest^ 
by  a  topic  of  legal  discussion— "  Whoy,  there  are  t<eo 
sorts  of  murdrum^  or  murdragium,  or  what  you 
popular  iter  ct  vulgariter  call  murther.  I  mean  there 
are  many  sorts ;  for  there's  your  murthrumj  per  vigi- 
lias  et  insidias.  and  jrour  murthrum  under  trust.' 

**  I  am  sure,''  replied  his  moiety,  "  that  murther  by 
trust  is  the  way  that  the  gentry  murther  us  merchants, 
and  whiles  makes  us  shut  the  booth  up— but  that  has 
naething  to  do  wi'  Effie's  misfortune.^' 

"  The  case  of  EfBe  (or  Euphemia)  Deans,"  resumed 
Saddletree,  "is  one  of  those  cases  of  murder  presump- 
tive, that  is,  a  murder  of  the  law's  inferring  or  con- 
struction, bein^  derived  from  certain  iiuiicia  or 
grounds  of  suspicion." . 

"So  that,"  said  the  good  woman,  "unless  puir 
Effie  has  communicated  her  situation,  she'll  be 
hanged  by  the  neck,  if  the  bairn  was  still-bom,  or  if 
it  be  alive  at  this  moment  ?" 

"  Assuredly,"  said  Saddletree  "  it  bemg  a  statute 
made  bv  our  sovereig;n  Lord  and  Lady^  to  prevent  the 
horrid  delict  of  bringing  forth  children  m  secret— The 
crime  is  rather  a  favourite  of  the  law,  this  species  of 
murther  being  one  of  its  ain  creation." 
,  "Then.  If  the  law  makes  murdersj"  said  Mrs.  Sad- 
uletree.  the  law  should  be  hanged  for  them;  or  if 
tliey  wad  hang  a  lawyer  insteaid,  the  countr;  wad 
find  nae  faut." 

A  summons  to  their  frugal  dinner  interrupted  the 
further  progress  of  the  conversation,  which  was  other- 
wise like  to  take  a  turn  much  less  favourable  to  the 
science  of  jurisprudence  and  its  professors  than  Mr. 
Bartohne  Saddletree,  the  fond  admirer  of  both,  had 
tt  its  openiofi  anticipated. 


CHAPTER  TI. 


Bat  up  then  raise  all  Edinbnr^, 
Tbey  all  roie  up  hj  tbouMUKls  tltree. 

Joktmk  Armurang's  OtoinlgkL 

BinuER,  on  his  departure  from  the  sign  of  tbt 
G«  !  !■  n  Nag,  went  in  quest  of  a  friend  of  his  con- 
ne'  T .^1  uith  the  law,  or  whom  he  wished  to  makt 
p8ri\H  ii!:i-  inquiries  concerning  the  circumstances  in 
w'lirli  I  he  unfortunate  young  woman  mentioned  in 
thr  last  chapter  was  placed,  having,  as  the  reader  has 
prtUfihly  already  conjectured,  reasons  much  deeper 
thiMT  Thnfle  dictated  by  mere  humanity,  for  inieresnng 
hii  1 1  s  i  i  1  a  her  fate.  He  found  the  person  he  sought 
ak=aii  irom  home,  and  was  equally  unfortunate  in 
one  or  two  other  calls  wHich  he  made  upon  acquaint 
ances  whom  he  hoped  to  interest  in  her  story.  But 
every  body  was,  for  the  moment,  stark -mad  on  the 
subject  of  Porteous,  and  engaged  busily  in  attacking 
or  defending  the  measures  of  jgovemment  in  repriev- 
ing him :  and  the  ardour  of  dispute  had  excited  such 
universal  thirst,  that  half  the  young  lawyers  and  wn- 
ters,  together  with  their  very  clerks,  the  class  whom 
Butler  was  looking  after,  had  adjourned  the  debate  to 
some  favourite  tavern*  It  was  computed  by  an  ex- 
perienced arithmetician,  that  there  was  as  n^uc"  ^^ 
penny  ale  consumed  on  the  discussion  as  would  have 
floated  a  first-rate  man-of-war. 

Butler  wandered  about  until  it  was  dusk,' resolving 
to  take  that  opportunity  of  visiting  the  urtforwnatc 
young  womai^  when  his  doing  so  might  be  least 
observed ;  for  he  had  his  own  reasons  for  avowing 
the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Saddletree,  whose  shop-door 
opened  at  no  great  distance  from  that  of  the  jaiL 
though  on  the  opposite  or  south  side  of  the  street,  and 
a  little  higher  up.  He  passed,  therefore,  through  the 
narrow  and  partly  covered  passage  leading  from  ine 
north-west  end  of  the  Parliament  Square. 

He  stood  now  before  the  Grothic  entrance  of  the 
ancient  prison,  which,  as  is  well  known  to  all  men, 
rears  its  ancient  front  in  the  very  middle  of  the  High 
Street,  forming^  as  it  were,  the  termination  to  a  huge 
pile  of  buildings  call^  the  Luckenbooths,  which,  lor 
some  inconceivable  reason,  our  ancestors  had  janjmed 
into  the  midst  of  the  principal  street  of  the  town,  leav- 
ing for  passage  a  narrow  street  on  the  north,  and  on 
the  south,  into  which  the  prison  opens,  a  narrow 
crooked  lane,  winding  betwixt  the  high  and  sombre 
walls  of  the  Tolbooth  and  the  adjacent  houses  on  m 
one  side,  and  the  buttresses  and  projections  of  theoia 
Cathedral  upon  the  other.  To  give  some  gayety  to 
this  sombre  passage,  (well  known  by  the  name  pi  tna 
Krames,)  a  number  of  little  booths,  or  shojA  after 
the  fashion  of  cobblers'  stalls,  are  plastered,  as  it 
were,  against  the  Gothic  projections  and  abutments, 
so  that  It  seemed  as  if  the  traders  had  occupied  wiin 
nests,  bearing  the  same  proportion  to  the  building* 
every  buttress  and  coign  of  vantage,  as  the  martlet 
did  in  Macbeth's  Castle.  Of  later  yeare  these  hpojn» 
have  degenerated  into  mere  toy-shops,  where  the  lit- 
tle loiterers  chiefly  interested  in  such  wares  are 
tempted  to  linger,  enchanted  by  the  rich  display  oi 
hobov-horses,  babies^  and  Dutch  toys,  arranged  m 
artful  and  gay  confusion ;  yet  half  scared  by  th®  cross 
looks  of  the  withered  pantaloon,  or  spectaclea  old 
lady,  by  whom  these  tempting  stores  are  watched  ana 
superintended.  But,  in  the  times  we  write  of,  the 
hosiers,  the  glovers,  the  hatters,  the  mercers,  the  mil- 
liners, and  all  who  dealt  in  the  miscellaneous  y**^? 
now  termed  haberdasher's  goods,  were  to  be  louna 
in  this  narrow  alley.  ,  , 

To  return  from  our  digression.  Butler  found  the 
outer  turnkey,  a  tall,  thin,  old  man,  with  »ong  silver 
hair,  in  the  act  of  locking  the  outward  door  of  tne 
jail.  He  addressed  himself  to  this  person,  and  askea 
admittance  to  EflBe  Deans,  confined  upon  accusation 
of  child-murder.  The  turnkey  looked  at  him  earnest- 
ly, and,  civilly  touching  his  hat  out  of  respect  to  But- 
ler's black  coat  and  clerical  appearance,  rephed,  ijj 
was  impossible  any  one  could  be  admitted  at  present. 

"  You  shut  up  earlier  than  usual,  probably  on  ac 
count  of  Captain  Portoous's  affair  r'  said  Butler. 

The  turnkey,  with  the  true  mystery  of  a  per«»  w 
office,  gave  two  grave  nods,  and  withdrawing  from 
the  wards  a  ponderous  key  of  about  two  mi  » 
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Mgtiv  he  proeeeM  to  shat  &  strong  pltte  of  steel 
wiudi  fokted  down  above  die  ke]rbol&  ftnd  was  se- 
med  b^  a  ateel  spring  and  catch.    Butler  stood  still 
instinctiTely  while  the  door  was  made  fast,  and  then 
looking  at  ins  watch,  walked  briskly  op  the  stroet, 
■nittemig  to  himself  ahnost  unconsciously— 
ftorta  advem.  ingeni,  •olidoqus  adainante  oolutniw ; 
Th  otiHrila  virftm,  non  ip«i  euc«ciiidere  ^rro 
Coiiieola  valeani— Stat  (em*,  turria  ad  aarai— Ac.* 

HaTing  wasted  half  an  hour  more  in  a  second  Iruit- 
bs  attempt  to  find  his  legal  friend  and  adviser,  he 
thooj^t  it  time  to,  leave  the  city  and  return  19  his 
pboe  of  residence,  vi  a  small  villa$^e»about  two  miles 
lod  a  half  to  the  southward  of  Edinburgh.  The  me- 
tropolis was  at  this  time  surrounded  by  a  high  wall, 
vith  battlements  and  flanking  projections  at  some  iH- 
tervaU,  and  the  access  was  through  gates,  called  in 
the  Scottish  language  ports^  which  were  regularly 
•hia  at  night.  A  small  fee  to  the  keepers  would  in- 
dxd  DTOcure  egress  and  ingress  at  any  time,  throngh 
a  widest  left  for  that  purpose  in  the  large  gate,  but  it 
was  ef  some  importance,  to  a  man  so  poor  as  Butler, 
10  avoid  even  this  Slight  pecuniary  mulct:  and  fear- 
ing the  hour  of  shutting  the  gates  might  be  near,  he 
wide  for  that  to  which  he  found  himself  nearest,  al- 
^Mgh,  by  doing  so,  he  somewhat  lengthened  his 
w»Ik  homewards.  Bristo  Port  was  that  by  which 
Im  direct  road  lav,  but  the  West  Port,  which  leads  out 
of  the  Grass-market,  was  the  nearest  of  the  city  gates 
to  the  place  where  he  found  himself,  and  to  that, 
tl«fefore,  he  directed  his  course.  He  reached  the  port 
m  ample  timo  to  pass  the  circuit  of  the  walls,  and 
enter  a  snbmi)  called  Porteburgh,  chiefly  inhabited  by 
the  iomer  order  of  citiiens  and  mechanics.  Here  he 
srj^  anexpectedly  interrupted. 

Re  had  not  gfone  far  from  the  gate  before  he  heard 
the  sound  bf  a  drum,  and,  to  his  great  surprise,  met 
B  namber  of  persons,  sufllcient  to  occupy  the  whole 
ftwu  of  the  street,  and  form  a  considerable  mass  be- 
hind, moving  with  great  speed  towards  the  gate  he 
had  just  come  from,  and  having  in  front  of  them  a 
wum  heating  to  arms.  While  ne  considered  how  he 
«ioqW  escape  a  party,  assembled,  as  it  might  benre- 
"naed,  for  no  lawful  purpose,  they  came  full  on  nim 
BM  stopped  him. 
"AroTou  a  clergyman?"  one  questioned  him. 
wider  replied,  that  "he  was  in  orders,  but  was  not 
ipUcfd  mmister." 

"It's  Mr.  Butler  from  Libberton,"  said  a  voice  from 
behind;  "he*ll  discharge  the  duty  as  weel  as  ony 
Uttn." 

''You  jfnust  turn  back  with  us,  sir,"  said  the  first 
^ker,  in  a  tone  civil  but  peremptory. 
^  "For  what  purpose,  gentlemen  T  said  Mr. Butler. 
'  live  at  some  distance  from  town— the  roads  are 
unsafe  by  night—you  will  do  me  a  serious  injury  by 
«opotng  me.*' 

^Tou  shall  be  sent  safely  home— no  man  shall 
•^^cn  a  hair  of  your  head— but  you  must  and  shall 
»me  along  with  us." 

Bttt  to  what  purpose  or  end,  gentlemen?"  said 
twler.  "  I  hope  you  will  be  so  civil  as  to  explain  that 
tome?' 

"You  shall  know  that  in  good  time.  Come  along 
*  TOt  come  you  must,  by  force  or  fair  means ;  and  1 
jyn  you  to  look  neither  to  the  right  band  nor  the 
■Ji  and  to  take  no  notice  of  any  man's  face,  but  con- 
*«j<r  all  that  is  passing  before  you  as  a  dream." 

.  1  jould  it  were  a  dream  I  could  awaken  from," 
^«w  Butler  to  himself;  but  having  no  means  to  op- 
P<»»  the  violence  with  which  he  was  threatened,  he 
ns  compelled  to  turn  round  and  march  in  front  of 
»«rjoters,two  men  parti  v  supporting  and  partly  hold - 
if*     I*  ^^Jng  Ihis  parley  the  in«nirgents  had  made 
»]'*''??'•      masters  of  the  West  Port,  nishing  upon 
Jv*  WaitftTflL  (ao  the  people  were  cnllea  who  had  tlie 
JpT^  of  the  gates,)  and  possessing  themselves  of 
"J*key».    They  bolted  and  barred  the  folding  doors, 
•W  commanded  the  person,  whose  duty  it  usually 
*  Xr^  "  **'*  fWmtinf  fntp.  and.  raised  on  lilfh, 
^'■i  adamantine  cAluinna  thnmts  tho  «kjr ; 
»,•«  l«  tlie  l^rrff  of  mnn.  and  H«»«ven'n  an  rain, 
Toenith  tiMpiltari  which  the  pile  smtntn  ; 
a  on  tlwfe  a  lower  of  «trel  in  rpar'd. 
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was,  to  secure  the  wicket,  of  which  they  did  not  un- 
derstand the  fastenings.  The  man,  terrified  at  an  in- 
cident so  totally  unexpected,  was  unable  to  perform 
hie  usual  oflllce,  and  gave  the  matter  up,  after  several 
attempts.  The  rioters,  who  seemed  to  have  come 
prepared  for  every  emergency,  called  for  torches,  by 
the  light  of  which  they  naifira  up  the  wicket  witli 
long  nails,  which,  it  appeared  probable,  they  had  pro- 
vided on  purpose.    • 

While  this  was  going  on,  Butler  could  not,  even  if 
he  hhd  been  willing,  avoid  making  remarks  on  the 
individubls  who  seemed  to  lead  this  singular  mob. 
The  torch-light,  while  it  fell  on  their  forms,  and  leff 
him  in  the  shade,  gave  him  an  opportunity  10  do  so 
without  their  observing  him.  Several  of  those  who  ap. 
peared  moat  active  were  dreaaed  in  aaitors*  jackets, 
trousers,  and  sea-capa;  others  in  large  lonse-bndied 
great-coats,  and  slouched  hats;  and  there  were  several 
who.  Judging  from  their  dress,  should  have  been  called 
women,  whose  rough  deep  voices,  uncommon  size,  and 
maaculine  deportment  and  mode  of  walking,  forbade 
them  being  so  interpreted.  They  moved  as  if  by  pome 
well-concerted  plan  of  arrangement.  They  had  signala 
by  which  they  knew,  and  nicknames  by  which  they  dis- 
tinguished each  other.  Butler  remarked,  thai  the  name 
of  Wildfire  was  nsed  among  tbem,  to  which  one  stout 
Amazon  seemed  to  reply. 

The  rioters  left  a  aniall  party  to  observe  the  West 
Port,  and  directed  the  Walters,  as  they  valued  their 
lives,  to  remain  within  their  lodge,  and  make  no  at. 
tempt  for  thai  night  to  reposaeaa  tbemselvea  of  tho 
gate.  They  then  moved  with  rapidity  along  the  low 
street  called  the  Cowgate.  the  mob  or  the  city  every- 
where rising  at  the  sound  of  their  drum,  and  joining 
them.  When  the  multitude  arrived  at  the  Cowgato 
Port,  they  secured  it  with  as  little  opposition  as  the 
former,  made  it  fast,  and  lefts  small  party  to  observe 
it.  It  was  afterwards  remarked,  as  a  striking  in- 
stance of  prudence  and  precaution,  singularly  com- 
bined with  nudacity,  that  the  parties  left  to  guard 
those  gates  did  not  remain  stationarj'  on  their  posts, 
but  flitted  to  and  fro,  keeping  so  near  the  gales  as  to 
see  that  no  efforts  were  made  to  open  them,  yet  not 
remaining  so  long  as  to  have  their  persons  c4osely 
obscr\-ed.  Tho  mob,  at  first  only  about  one  hundrecl 
strong,  now  amounted  to  thousandp,  and  were  in- 
creasing every  moment.  They  divided  themselves 
so  as  to  ascend  with  more  speed  the  various  narrow 
lanes  which  lead  up  from  the  Cowgate  to  the  High 
Street ;  and  still  bwifing  to  arms  as  they  went,  and 
calling  on  rtll  true  Scotsmen  to  join  them,  they  now 
filled  the  principal  street  of  the  city. 

The  Netherbow  Port  might  bo  called  the  Temple- 
bar  of  Edinburgh,  as  intersecting  the  High  Street  9t 
its  termination,  it  divided  Edinburgh,  properiy  so 
called,  from  the  suburb  named  the  Canpngate,  as 
Temple-bar  separates  London  from  Westminster.  It 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  rioters  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  this  pass,  because  there  was  quar- 
tered in  tho  Canongate  at  that  time  a  regiment  of 
infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Moylc, which  might 
have  occupied  the  city  by  advancing  through  this 
gate,  and  would  possess  tne  power  of  totally  defeat- 
ing their  purpose.  The  leaders  therefore  hastened  to 
the  Netherbow  Port,  which  they  secured  in  the  same 
manner,  and  with  as  little  trouble,  as  the  other  gates, 
leaving  a  party  to  watch  it,  strong  in  proportion  to 
the  importance  of  the  post. 

The  next  object  of  these  hardy  insurgents  was  at 
once  to  disarm  the  City  Guard,  and  to  procure  arms 
for  themselves :  for  scarce  any  weapons  but  staves 
and  bludgeons  had  been  yet  seen  among  them.  The 
Guard-house  was  a  long,  low,  ugly  building,  (remo- 
ved in  1787,)  which  to  a  fanciful  imagination  might 
have  suggested  the  idea  of  a  long  black  snail  crawling 
up  the  middle  of  the  High' Street,  and  deforming  its 
beautifiil  esplanade.  This  formidable  insurrection  had 
been  so  unexpected,  that  there  were  no  more 'than  the 
ordinary  sergeant's  guard  of  the  city-corps  upon  duty  t, 
even  these  were  without  any  supply  of  powder  ana 
ball  I  and  sensible  enough  what  had  rnisen  the  storm, 
and  which  way  it  was  rolling,  could  ba'rdly  be  sup- 
posed very  desirous  to  expose  themselves  by  a  valian ; 
defence  to  the  animosity  of  so  numeicus  and  dcsp^ 
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rate  a  mob,  to  whom  they  were  on  l)io  present  occa- 
sion niurli  nion.  thuu  usually  ol»ni»xi«)u«5. 

Tli«ro  was  a  s-titirnl  iii>on  tjiinri,  who  (that  one 
town-pun  1  suli!i«  r  nii;:ht  do  his  clmy  on  liiai  event- 
fui  evoniii::)  pn-scntcrl  liis  o'oro,  and  (iosin  il  flie  fore- 
most of  iho  rinurs  to  .-taiiJ  olF.    Tin-  vminf^  aninzon. 
wlhun  IJullor  !:ail  ofisi  rvnl  parti'^ularly  notive,  sjpruni? 
UPi»n  th«.'  soKlit-r,  a<  i/ed  liisnuisktr,  Miid  afierastruir- 
|?L-  MKVc«:-l;d  in  wrt;nchinir  ir  fruin  hinu  and  throw- 
ing liiin  down  on  the  ra-isi-way.     One  or  Jwo  sol- 
diera,  who  endtavonn'd  to  turn  out  to  'ho  supporf  of 
liivir  .-♦•ntincl.  w^to  in  the  same  niaun.-r  soizal  and 
disannul,  and  the  nn»h  witho'.jl  <iii>i'.-uiiy  pussts^stdl 
th'.nj'*<lvt8  of  ihi-  fjuurd-housj',  liirarniiiiLr  and  turn- 1 
in;;  out  of  <!oors  the  n  «t  of  I  In-  ui  .(i  ui\  dm  v.   ll  was  j 
rruiark'dj  that,  nolwithjfnndinu  tlii  (.-'ly  sufdn  rs  ]i;id 
hr.i:n  thf  Misfrununt:*  of  ilu-  ^laiiu'htir  whirli  ilii.s  riot  i 
was  «Ii  si^ncil  to  revenLre,  no  ill  u^aL'^•  i»r  cvm  insult 
W!i3  otTorV-d  to  thitn.    It  secnn  1  as  if  liiu  vi-nii'-uiioi' ; 
of  the  OL-npht  (lisdaincd  t«i  «tn.ip  at  any  hi  nd  im-an^r 
than  that  which  tl]t  y  coiii^iderc-d  as  ihe  source  and 
orJLiin  iif  their  injuries. 

On  posse-siriir  lljeniaelves  of  the  jniard.  tlie  firrst 
act  of  ilje  nujltitutlo  was  ii)  d«fjir«iy  the  ilrnrnp.  hy 
videii  they  supposed  an  alarm  nif-rlit  he  eonveyed  to  , 
♦lie  L"irri>on  in  the  castle;  for  the  same  roasaoii  tliry 
nww  sileni'td  their  own,  which  wa:*  beaten  by  a 
vonn^r  fellow,  i?.)n  to  the  drummrr  of  rMrts«!uirirh, 
wh«»ni  tlicy  had  forced  ni^jn  tliai  s-rviee.  Tiieirruxi 
Ousine.ris  wa-'  to  dustrlbuTo  anmni?  thi;  boldest  rif  ilie 
ri«)ter.s  the  t,'uns,  liay«inf.t.s.  partisans,  lial'".  rds,  and 
baril."  or  rioehabi-r  axes.  Tntil  th::*  |.m  rio-l  tli.- prin- 
cipal riofiTs  had  preserved  silfiiee  on  the  tdnmate 
oljji  ■•-•t  of  th«  ir  rising',  a*'  bi  ip.'  that  wliieh  all  Uni.w. 
but  ni)!i».'  exr.iref«*'d.  Now,  h«»wi-\er.  having  aiv/oin- 
plisli'd  all  lot,'  preliminary  pir:-  of  ih-.  ir  di  ."iiin.  t'.iev 
rnis-  1  a  tn  nii.ndinis  sij.mt  of  "i\irt«ousI  PortLinis! 
To  the  T-.lbojfh  I  To  tile  ToP.ooih  !'' 

Th:'y  proceed!  d  witli  tlie  same  itrndenr^  when  the 
ob;.et  j-i.emed  h)  \te  nearly  in  ihi.ir  iirasp,  as*  ih'V  had 
done  hitln no  when  siioetss  was  more  dubion-*.  A 
Ftr«Mi2  party  of  the  ri«)»ers,  <lrawn  up  in  front  of  the 
Lue'ivt  iih'.hi'hs,  and  fucinii  d«jwn  ilie  strei.t,  prevented 
nli  aeer-s  from  tliota^tward,  and  the  west  ew}  <if  ihe 
detUi;  formed  by  the  Lnckonliooihs  was  .STund  in  the 
Bnine  m.-ttincr;  so  that  the  Tolhoi^th  was  compN-teiy 
8:irpMind:.(l,  and  those  uho  undertook  the  task  of 
breakiii'^  it  open  crfcclualiy  secured  against  the  risk 
of  iiifi-rruption. 

Thi;  m'i:zi?tratf  3.  in  tlie  meanwhile,  had  taken  the 
nlnrm.  and  as?eml)l''d  in  a  tavern,  with  the  purpose 
of  raisln^i  some  *:'reni?fh  to  suhiine  tlie  rioters.  The 
cleae.»:is,  or  presidents  of  the  trades,  were  applir-d  lo, 
but  declared  till  re  wa?  liill..-  chance  of  their  authority 
l)!  iuLi  n.-speci'd  by  the  eraflsnn  ii,  where  it  wa.s  the 
obi'Ci  to  save  a  man  ?«»  «)l)noxj<Mis.  !Mr.  Lindsay, 
mimher  of  nrtrhauienl  for  the  city,  voluntet  red  the 

ii:.rili;!:?  ta*!\  of  enrryin:^  a  vrbal  messaije  I'roin  the 
-onl  Provost  to  C'oluii-I  IMoyle,  the  conmniinler  of 
the  p  ymi'-nt  lyin:^  in  the  C!anont:ate,  r»imi  stini:  him 
to  f.ire«.  the  N.  therbiiw  Port,  and  enttr  ilieeiiy  lo  put 
down  th  tinunlt.  llm  'Sir.  Lindsay  di  ■•lin»'d  to  chnrue 
liim.-Lli  wi'ii  any  wri'feii  ordi  r,  which,  if  fipun  1  on 
h:s  i-ersou  by  an'«  nrai;''d  mob,  mi::!n  have  cosi  him 
liis  iifi-;  and  l:i"  is-:ie  uf  the  application  was,  that 
roi'iiiel  ^be.Ie.  bavin-.,'  no  wriiten  r- fin:^lIi"'n  from 
the  civil  autl'oriiies,  and  havin::  the  fafe  of  Puricous 
b*  fore  hi-*  evi  <  a-^  an  «  xai-'ple  of  the  s>  v«  re  const run- 
t.i.iii  put  liy  a  jury  ort  the  procn<l;ii;,'.sof  niiliiary  men 
a'.-tii.j:  on  ihi  :r  own  n -p'.iii?-ibility,  lii.-tlincii  to  en- 
coun'er  the  ri-k  to  wiiich  the  Provo&l's  verbal  ooni- 
niiiii:iati>in  invited  h:m. 

MtJP;  than  one  nits-i  nji-r  was  dispafcht^l  by  dif- 

feruit  ways  to  the  J.'asile.  to  r.fpiire  i)ie  connnandini; 

olVi'.- r   ?  ntarch  down  h-.^  tro«ips,  to  fire  a  few  ean- 

Hitj-'<h't,  or  even  ti»  throw  a  siiell  anions  the  m(»b. 

for  the  pn!po.v-  of  cli-arinu  thv  stn-eis.     But  so  strict 

and  watehhil  vv«  re  ih"  varit)u.ipairii!-'  whom  th«;  r-tit- 

«,rs  ha>l  establi«he  1  in  dilT^-r-  nt  parts  of  the  stPit,  that 

litme  «if  the  i  iui.'«>ari".«of  the  maj^i'^.traits  could  n-ach 

ilje  sale  of  tlie  Ca-^tle     Til  .v  Wen-.  hnwi-vT,  turned 

/v/rA-  tt////,7//r-< /e/irr /n/urr  or Infu}!,  and  w/thnolhinj: 

//A//Te  of  inc'ii.iitf  than  \\ns  nLCt:*i-nr\-  to  ihtcr  than 

^wu  a^^aui  anuiwtinis  to  uc-coinph:»h'  thvir  criand. 


The  same  viRilnnce  was  uacd  to  prevent  e\'ctyboAj 
of  the  lii^rher,  and  those  which,  in  this  case,  might  ba 
d(.*<>med  the  more  suppieions  orders  of  society,  from 
app^'aring  in  the  strt^'l,  and  observins;  the  movementa, 
or  distinKuishiiiB  the  persons,  of  the  rioters.  Every 
pers4^n  in  the  parb  of  a  gentleman  was  stopped  by 
small  parties  of  two  or  iliree  of  the  mob,  who  portly 
exhorted,  partly  required  of  them,  that  they  wionld 
return  to  the  place  from  whence  thej'  came.  3Tany  a 
quadrille  table  was  spoilwi  that  memorable  evening; 
for  tlie>  sedan-chairs  of  ladies  even  of  the  highest 
rank,  were  interrupte-d  in  tlieir  passage  from  one  point 
to  anothi-r.  in  despite  of  the  lacinl  fi.rotmen  and  blas- 
inp;  flambeaux.  This  was  uniformly  done  with  a  de- 
ference an<l  attention  to  the  fi?elin;r3of  the  terrified 
ft  inaler»,  which  could  hardly  have  bet-n  expected  from 
the  videttesof  a  mob  fo  desperate.  Those  who  stop- 
ped tilt.'  chair  utfually  made  the  excuse,  that  there  was 
much  disturbance  on  the  stre-cts,  and  tliat  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  tlie  lady's  safety  that  the  chair 
shoul  I'turn  back.  They  olfered  themselves  to  escort 
the  vehicli>s  which  they  had  thus  internipted  in  their 
proures?,  from  tin*  apprehension,  probably,  that  some 
of  iho.'se  who  had  casually  unitwl  themwlves  to  the 
riot  mii;hi  disCTact*  their  systematic  and  deti.rminod 
plan  of  venjieance,  by  those  acts  of  general  insult 
and  license  which  are  common  on  similar  occasions. 

Persons  are  yet  living  who  remember  to  have  heard 
from  the  mouths  of  ladies  thus  internipted  on  their 
j.mrney  in  the  manner  we  have  d^'senU-*!,  that  they 
wtre escorted  to  their  lodi?incrs  bytheyonn^  men  who 
stiippeil  ihem,  and  even  baiid«-u  out  of  their  chairs, 
with  a  polite  attention  far  beyontl  what  was  consist- 
ent with  their  dres.s,  which  was  apparently  that  of 
joiiriieytnen  mechanics.*  Il  seenM?d  as  if  the  eon.*-pi- 
rat«>r.s,  like  those  who  assas.sinated  the  Cardinal  Bea- 
toun  in  former  davis  had  entertaineti  the  opinion,  that 
the  work  about  which  they  went  was  a  }udL:nn-nt  of 
Iiea\en.  which,  thou;;h  unsaneiioiu^d  bv  the  usual 
authorities,  ought  to  be  procee'ded  in  witii  order  and 
i^avity. 

While  their  outposts  continued  thus  vifrilant,  and 
suffered  theinsf-lves  neither  from  fear  nor  curiosity  to 
neuhct  that  part  of  the  duty  assij;ned  to  them,  and 
while  the  inam  jnnmls  to  the  east  and  west  siH-nred 
them  a;^ainst  interruption,  a  s<  Ice tlxnly  of  the  riot- 
ers thundered  at  the  door  of  th<i  jail,  and  demanded 
in*'tant  admis-«ion.  No  one  answenil,  for  the  oiiler 
ket.per  had  pnuiently  made  his  escape  with  the  k^ys 
at  the  commencement  of  the  riot,  and  waw  nowhere 
to  hi!  found.  The  door  was  instantly  assailed  with 
sledce-barnmers,  iron-crows,  and  the  eonliers  of 
plou;ihs,  ready  provided  for  the  purpose,  with  which 
thev  pri/.iv|,  heaved,  and  batler«><l  for  some  time  with 
litrfc  eflect ;  for,  br.'ini;  of  double  oak  planks,  clenched, 
both  end-hmg  and  athwart,  with  broad -hi  adeti  nailal 
the  door  was  so  secured  as  to  yielil  lo  no  means  ol 
forein:?,  without  the  exintiditureof  nnich  time.  Tlie 
rioters,  however,  appeared  determined  touain  admit- 
tance. Gaui:  after  ^'any  n  lieved  each  other  at  tht 
exercise,  for,  of  course,  only  a  few  cr>u[d  work  at  a 
time;  but  ^anu;  after  ^an^  retint],  exhausted  with 
tin  ir  violent  exertions,  without  makini;  nmeh  pro- 
gress in  forcing  the  prinon-door.  liutler  had  been  led 
up  near  to  this  the  principal  scf-ne  of  action  :  fo  near, 
inde(:d,  that  he  was  almost  deafened  by  the  uncea- 
sinp;  clan:;  of  the  heavy  fore-hammers  against  the 
iron-lM)tind  portals  of  the  prison.  He  he^an  to  en- 
tertain hopes,  as  the  task  Si  emed  protracted,  that  the 
populace  rniijht  cive  it  oyer  in  despair,  or  that  soma 
rescue  miyhl  arrive  to  disperse  them.  There  was  a 
moment  at  which  the  latter  seemed  probable. 

The  ma^istrateii,  havinj;  assembleil  their  officers, 
and  some  of  the  citizens  w1k>  were  will  Ins  to  hazard 
themselves  for  the  public  tranquillity,  now  sallutl 
forth  from  the  tavern  where  they  held  their  sitting, 
and  approached  the  point  of  danger.  Their  officen 
went  before  them  with  links  and  torch(*,  with  a  he- 
rald to  read  the  riot  act,  if  nece^isary.    They  easily 

"  A  nanr  Hation  of  iltp  nullKir'a  umkI  to  t«;!l  of  linvinir  woa 
Kr<ipp<<]  bv  the  riiitcrii,  an«l  c^rorttMl  hotiip  in  tl»>  mnniirr  de- 
si'rtl'i-i.  tin  rf>ncliinit  Iter  nun  hoino.  oim!  of  ii«r  ntlcmlaiitii.  in 
n I •I'i'^irnTire  a  ^:r '/-/-,<.  e.  a  baker'H  la<1.  Imnilvd  hor  out  of  h«( 
ehhir.  ami  t«Kik  Wv«  wi\\\  «l\^«w,  '»iX*v«\\,uv  ^^v**  tady'a  niiinioa» 
ortfueil  brccdiuK  thul  e<raVd  \\aiA\Y  \m  Vmxim^  ^«i^te  vYua  tsntau 
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Avfe  before  them  the  outposts  and  videttes  of  the 
tMn;  but  when  thev  approached  the  line  of  guard 
vteh  the  mcb,  or  rather,  we  should  say,  the  conspi- 
ntors,iiad  drawn  across  the  street  in  the  front  of 
ibe  Luckenbooths,  they  were  received  with  an  unin- 
tmnitted  volley  or  stones,  and,  on  their  nearer  ap- 
fCMcb,  the  pikes,  bayonets,  and  Lochaber-axes,  of 
vhieh  the  populace  had  possessed  themselves,  were 
presented  against  them.  One  of  their  ordinary  offi- 
«ra,  t  strong  resolute  fellow,  went  forward,  seized  a 
hottf,  and  took  from  him  a  musket;  but,  being  un- 
npported,  he  was  instantly  thrown  on  his  back  in 
Ibe  street,  and  disarmed  in  his  turn.  The  officer  was 
too  htppy  to  be  permitted  to  rise  and  run  away  with- 
ott  receiving  any  further  injury;  which  afforded  ano- 
iba  mnarkable  instance  of  the  mode  in  which  these 
OKB  had  united  a  sort  of  moderation  towards  all 
•tben,  with  the  most  inflexible  inveteracy  against 
tbeob^ect  of  their  rssentment.  The  magistrates,  after 
TUB  attampts  to  make  themselves  heard  and  obeyed, 
potaening  no  means  of  enforcing  their  authority, 
were  eoDstrained  to  abandon  the  ndd  to  the  rioters, 
tarf  retreat  in  all  qpeed  from  the  showers  of  missiles 
tbt  whistled  around  their  ears. 

The  passive  resistance  of  the  Tolbooth-gate  pro- 
mised to  do  more  to  baffle  the  purpose  of  the  mob 
Aan  the  active  interference  of  the  magistrates.  The 
betvy  sledge-hammers  continued  to  din  against  it 
without  intermission,  and  with  a  noise  which,  echo- 
ed from  the  loffy  buildings  around  the  spot,  seemed 
eujQgh  to  have  alarmed  the  garrison  in  the  Gasde. 
It  WIS  chrculated  among  the  rioters,  that  the  troops 
would  inarch  doMm  to  disperse  them,  unless  they 
epeld  execute  their  pufpose  without  k>s8  of  time;  or 
aat.  even  without  qmtting  the  fortress,  the  garrison 
night  obtain  the  same  end  by  throwing  a  bomb  or 
two  upon  the  street. 

Urgad  by  such  motives  for  apprehension,  they  pa- 
Ijerlr  relieved  each  other  at  the  labour  of  assatlinj^ 
the  Tolbooth  door :  yet  such  was  its  strength,  that  it 
itiil  defied  their  eflforts.  At  length,  a  voice  was  heard 
to  pronounce  the  words,  *'  Try  it  with  fire."  The 
noters,  with  an  unanimous  shout,  called  for  combus- 
tiblea,  and  as  all  their  wishes  seemed  to  be  instantly 
applied,  they  were  soon  in  possession  of  two  or  three 
empty  tar-barreU.  A  huge  red  glaring  bonfire  speedi- 
ly arose  close  4o  the  door  of  the  prison,  sending  up  a 
till  column  of  smoke  and  flame  against  its  antique 
tortets  and  strongly-grated  windows,  and  illumina- 
bngthe  ferocious  and  wikl  gestures  of  the  rioters  who 
nrrounded  the  place,  as  well  as  the  pale  and  anxious 
P^Hips  of  those,  who,  from  windows  in  the  vicinage, 
vitched  the  progress  of  this  alarming  scene.  The 
^  fed  the  fire  with  whatever  they  could  find  fit  for 
the  porpoae.  The  flames  roared  and  crackled  among 
Jbe  heaps  of  nourishment  piled  on  the  fire,  and  a  ter- 
"^  shout  soon  announced  that  the  door  had  kin- 
ued,  and  was  in  the  act  of  being  destroyed.  The  fire 
^•s  Mffered  to  decay,  but,' long  ere  it  was  quite  ex- 
^^^lahed,  the  most  forward  of  the  rioters  rushed, 
^  their  impatience,  one  after  another,  over  its  yet 
nnouldering  remains.  Thick  showers  of  sparkles 
[we  high  in  the  air,  as  man  after  man  bounded  over 
»0  mowing  embers,  and  disturbed  them  m  their  pas- 
■JP*  It  was  now  obvious  to  Butler,  and  all  others 
™  were  present,  that  the  rioters  would  be  instantly 
tn  possession  of  their  victim,  and  have  it  in  theu: 
■>p^^  to  work  their  pleasure  upon  him,  whatever 
««t  might  be.* 

*  IV  aiKieotTollK>o(h  of  Edinburgh,  mtuated  and  dewrilied 
*^tp«  lact  chapler,  was  built  bf  the  citizena  in  1561,  and  dea- 
^^lor  Uie  Mccomraodation  of  Parliament,  as  Mrell  as  of  the 
"lyi  Courts  of  Justice :  and  at  the  same  tinvs  for  tho  confine- 
■^V^  prisoners  for  debt,  or  on  criminal  ehargea.  Since  the 
vSiJ**^  when  the  present  PariiMient  House  was  erected,  the 
*jNBootb  wu  occupied  as  a  prison  oolf .  Gloomf  and  dismal 
u  II  iras,  the  situation  in  the  centra  of  the  High  Street  rendered 
V:  "o.partieularlr  wetlaired,  that  when  the  pla<ue  laid  waste 
)^«t7  m  |«45,  ]t  aflboted  none  within  these  molancholy  pre- 
pels.  The  Tolbooth  was  removed,  with  the  mass  of  build- 
9!  >a  which  it  was  incorporated,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year 
jFj  At  that  time  the  kindness  of  his  old  schoolfellow  and 
2"M,  Robert  Johnstone,  Esquire,  then  Dean  of  Guild  of  the 
""n  witti  the  liberal  acquieaeence  of  the  persona  who  had  eon- 
S?w  wr  the  work,  procured  for  the  author  of  Waverler  tlie 
r'l^wliieh  composed  the  gateway,  together  with  tho  door, 
2*  ™  ponderous  nsteninfs,  which  he  employed  in  deeoratinr 
■««tiuaaof  bis  UtefaeiMowt  at  Abboltford.   "To  aaoh 
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The  evil  you  teach  us,  we  will  execute ;  and  it  shall  go  hard 
but  we  will  better  Uie  instruction.  •  Merchant  qf  Yenke. 

Thb  unhappy  object  of  this  remartEable  disturbanco 
had  been  that  day  delivered  from  the  apprehensioit  of 
a  public  execution,  and  his  joy  was  the  greater,  as  he 
had  some  reason  to  question  whether  government 
would  have  nm  the  risk  of  unpopularity  by  interfering 
in  his  favour,  after  he  had  been  legally  convicted  by 
♦he  verdict  ot  a  jury,  of  a  crime  so  very  obnoxious. 
Relieved  from  this  doubtful  state  of  mind,  his  heart 
was  merry  within  him,  and  he  thought,  in  the  em- 
phatic words  of  Scripture  on  a  Similar  occasion,  that 
surelv  the  bitterness  of  death  was  past  Some  of  his 
friends,  however,  who  had  watched  the  manner  and 
behaviour  of  the  crowd  when  they  were  made  ac- 
quainted with,  the  reprieve,  were  of  adiflerent  opinion. 
They  augureo.  from  the  unusual  sternness  and  silence 
with  which  ttiey  bore  their  disappointment,  that  the 
populace  nourished  some  scheme  of  sudden  and  de^ 
perate  vengeance ;  and  they  adviaed  Porleo^  to  lose 
no  time  in  petitioning  the  proper  authorities,  that  he 
might  be  conveyed  to  the  Castle  under  a  sufficient 
guard,  to  remain  there  in  security  until  his  ultimate 
fate  should  be  determined.  Habituated,  however,  by 
his  office,  to  overawe  the  rabble  of  the  city,  Porteous 
could  not  suspect  them  of  an  attempt  ao  audacious  as 
to  storm  a  strong  and  defensible  prison;  arid,  despi- 
sing the  advice  by  which  he  might  have  been  savea, 
he  spent  the  afternoon  of  the  eventful  day  in  giving  an 
entertainment  to  some  friends  who  visited  him  in 
jail,  several  of  whom,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Tolbooth,  with  whom  he  had  an  old  inti- 
macy, arising  from  their  official  connexion,  were 
even  permitted  to  remain  to  supper  with  him,  tholigh 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  jail. 

It  was,  therefore,  in  the  hour  of  unalloyed  mirth, 
when  this  unfortunate  wretch  was  "  foil  of  bread," 
hot  with  wine,  and  high  in  mistimed  and  ill-grounded 
confidence,  and  alasl  with  all  his  sins  full  blown, 
when  the  first  distant  shouts  of  the  rioters  mingled 
with  the  song  of  pnerriment  and  intemperance.  The 
hurried  call  of  the  jailer  to  the  guests,  requiring  them 
insuntly  toTiepart  and  his  yet  more  hastv  iniima«- 
tibn  that  a  dreadful  and  determined  mob  had  pos- 
aeaaed  themselves  of  tha  city  gates  and  gunrd-hoase, 
were  the  first  explanation  or  these  fearful  clamours. 

Porteous  might,  however,  have  eluded  the  fury 
from  which  the  force  of  authority  could  not  protect 
him,  had  he  thought  of  slipping  on  some  disguise, 
and  leaving  the  prison  along  with  his  guests.  It  is 
probable  that  the  jailor  might  have  connived  at  his 
escape,  or  even  that,  in  the  hurry  of  this  alarming 
conungency,  he  might  not  have  observed  it.  But 
Porteous  and  his  friends  alike  wanted  presence  of 
mind  to  suggest  or  execute  such  a  plan  of  escape. 
The  former  hastily  fled  from  a  place  where  their  own 
safety  seemed  compromised,  and  the  latter,  in  a  state 
resembling  stupefaction,  awaited  in  his  apartment 
the  termination  of  the  enterprise  of  the  rioters.  Tho 
cessation  of  the  clang  of  the  instruments  with  wbicb 
they  had  at  first  attempted  to  force  the  door,  gave 
him.  momentary  relief.  The  flattering  hopes,  that 
the  military  had  marched  into  the  city,  either  from 
the  Castle  or  fix>m  the  suburbs,  and  that  the  rioters 
were  intimidated  and  dispersing,  were  soon  destroyed 
by  the  broad  and  glaring  light  of  the  flames,  which, 
illuminating  through  the  grated  window  every  cor- 
ner of  his  apartment,  plainly  showed  that  the  mob, 

base  ofRoos  may  we  return.  •*  The  application  of  these  relics  of 
the  heart  of  Mid-Lothian  to  serve  as  the  pl5stem  pate  to  a  court 
of  nMxlem  offices,  may  be  justly  ridiculed  as  whimsical ,-  but  yet 
it  is  not  without  interest,  that  we  see  the  sateway  throurh 
which  so  much  of  tlie  stormr  politics  of  a  rude  ago,  ond  the 
vice  and  misery  of  later  times,  had  found  Uieir  passes,  now  oc* 
eupied  in  the  service^of  rural  economy.  Last  year,  to  complete 
theohanire,  a  tomtit  was  pleased  to  build  ber  nest  within  the 
look  of  the  TolbooU).— a  stroos  temptation  to.have  coramittea 
a  sonnet,  had  the  author,  like  Tony  Lumpkin,  been  in  a  conca- 
tenation accordin^y.,  ^,  ^  .... 
It  is  worth  mentioomr,  thataa  aet  of  beoefleeooe  eelebfate4 
the  demolition  of  the  Heart  of  Mid-Lothian.  A  subscription, 
raised  and  applied  by  the  worthy  Maf  istrate  above-mentioned, 
procured  Uie  manunuMion  of  most  of  tho  unfortunate  debtor* 

eonftned  in  the  old  jail,  so  that  there  vrara  few  or  aone  r 

liirNd  to  tiM  aewplaoeof  eoaftnttiMat. 
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determine  on  tKdr  ^AUI  pntpAse,  had  adopted  a 
means  of  forcing  entrance  equally  desperate  and 
certain. 

The  sudden  glare  of  light  suggested  to  the  stupi- 
fied.  and  astonished  object  of  popular  hatred  the  pos- 
sibility of  concealment  or  escape.  To  rush  to  the 
chimney,  to  ascend  it  at  the  risk  of  sufibcation,  were 
the  only  means  which  seem  to  have  occurred  to  him; 
but  his  progress  was  speedily  stopped  by  one  of  those 
iron  gratings,  which  are,  for  tne  sake  of  seen- 
niy,  usually  placed  across  the  Tents  of  buildings  de« 
signed  for  imprisonment.  The  bars,  however,  which 
impeded  his  further  progress,  served  to  support  him 
in  the  situation  which'  he  had  gained,  and  lie  seised 
them  with  the  tenacious  grasp  of  one  who  esteemed 
himself  clinging  to  his  last  hope  of  existence.  The 
lurid  light,  which  had  filled  the  apartment,  lowered 
and  died  away;  the  sound  of  shouts  was  heard  with- 
in  the  walls,  and  on  the  narrow  and  winding  stair, 
which,  cased  vrithin  one  of  the  turrets,  gave  access  to 
the  upper  apartments  of  the  prison.  The  huzza  of  the 
rioters  was  answered  by  a  shout  wild  and  desperate 
as  their  own,  the  cry,  namely,  of  the  imprisoned 
felons,  who,  expecting  to  be  liberated  in  tlie  general 
confusion,  welcomed  the  mob  as  their  deliverers.  By 
some  of  these  the  apartment  of  Porteous  wad  pointed 
out  to  his  enemies.  The  obstacle  of  the  lock  and 
bolts  was  soon. overcome,  and  from  his  hiding-placu 
the  unfortunate  man  heard  his  enemies  search  every 
corper  of  the  apartment,  with  oaths  and  maledictions, 
which  would  but  shock  the  reader  if  we  recorded  them, 
but  which  served  to  prove,  could  it  have  admitted  of 
doubt,  the  settled  purpose  of  soul  with  whidi  they 
sought  his  destrucuon. 

A  place  of  concealment  so  obvious  to  suspicion  and 
scrutiny  as  that  which  Porteous  had  chosen,  could 
not  lon^i;  screen  him  from  detection.  He  was  dragged 
from  his  lurking-place,  with  a  violence  which  seemed 
to  argue  an  intcntioin  to  put  him  to  death  on  the  spot. 
More  than  one  weapon  was  directed  towards  him, 
when  one  of  the  rioters,  the  same  whose  female  dis- 
guise had  been  particularly  noticed  by  Butler,  inter- 
fered in  an  authoritative  ton&  "Are  ye  madT'  he 
said,  "  or  would  ye  execute  an  act  of  Justice  as  if  it 
were  a  crime  and  a  cruelty  1  This  sacrifice  will  lose 
half  its  savour  if  we  do  not  offer  it  at  the  very  horns 
of  the  altar.  We  will  have  him  die  where  a  murderer 
should  die,  on  the  common  gibbet— We  will  have  him 
die  where  he  spilled  the  mood  of  so  many  inno- 
cents!" 

A  loud  shout  of  applause  followed  the  proposal,  and 
the  cry,  "To  the  gallows  with  the  murderer  1— To  the 
Grass-market  with  him !"  echoed  on  all  hands. 

"  Let  no  man  hurt  him,*'  continued  the  speaker ; 
**let  him  make  his  peace  with  God,  if  he  can;  we 
will  not  kill  both  his  soul  and  body." 

"What  time  did  he  give  better  folk  for  prroaring 
their  account  1"  answered  several  voices.  "  Let  us 
mete  to  him  with  the  same  measure  he  measured  to 
them." 

But  the  opinion  of  the  spokesman  better  suited  the 
temper  of  those  he  addressed,  a  temper  rather  stub- 
bom  than  impetuous,  sedate  though  ferocious,  and 
desirous  of  colouring  their  cruel  and  revengefiil  action 
^  with  a  show  of  justice  and  moderation. 

For  an  instant  this  man  quitted  the  prisoner,  whom 
he  consigned  to  a  selected  guard,  with  instructions  to 
permit  him  to  give  his  money  and  property  to  whom- 
soever he  pleased.  A  person  confined  in  the  jail  for 
debt  received  this  last  depomt'from  the  trembling 
hand  of  the  victim,  who  was  at  the  same  time  permit- 
ted to  make  som^  other  brief  arrangemenu  to  meet 
niA  approaching  fate.  The  felons,  and  all  others  who 
wished  to  leave  the  jail,  were  now  at  full  libertv  todo 
so ;  not  that  their  liberation  made  any  part  of  the  set- 
tled purpose  of  the  rioters,  but  it  followed  as  almost  a 
necessary  consequence  of  forcing  the  jail  doors.  With 
wild  cries  of  jubilee  they  joined  the  mob,  or  disappear- 
ed among  the  narrow  'lanes  to  seek  out  the  hidden 
receptacles  of  vice  and  infamy,  where  they  were 
accustomed  to  lurk  and  conceal  themselves  from 
justice. 

.Two  persons,  a  man  about  fifry  years  old,  and  a 
girl  about  eighteen,  were  all  who  oontiiiued  wUhin 


the  fatal  walls,  eioapting  twa  «r  three  dsbtoiw^  ^tebu 
probably  saw  no  advantage  in  att^pting  their  es- 
cape. The  persons  we  have  mentioned  remained  ui 
the  strong-room  of  the  prison,  now  deserted  by  all 
others.  One  of  their  late  companions  in  misfortuna 
called  out  to  the  man  to  make  his  escape,  in  the  tone 
of  an  acquaintance.  "  Bin  for  it,  RatcUne— the  road  • 
clear." 

*^  It  may  be  aae,  Willie,"  answered  RaiclifTe,  com* 
posedly,  'Q)ut  I  have  taen  a  fancy  to  l»ave  aff  trader 
and  set  up  for  an  honest  man." 

"  Stay  there,  and  be  hanged,  then,  for  a  donnani 
auld  deevil  1"  said  the  other,  and  ran  down  the.  pn« 
son-stair. 

'  The  person  in  female  attire  whom  we  have  discin*. 
guished  as  one  of  the  most  active  rioters,  was  about 
the  same  time  at  the  ear  of  the  young  woman.  '*  Fleet 
EfiSe,  fieej"  was  all  he  had  tune  to  whisper.  SJm 
turned  towards  him  an  eye  of  mingled  fear,  afieckioB| 
and  i^braiding,  all  contending  with  a  sort  of  stupifiea 
surprise.  He  again  repettted,  "  Flee,  Effie,  flee,  for 
the  sake  of  all  that's  flood  and  dear  to  you !"  Akain 
she  gazed  on  him,  but  was  unable  to  answer.  A  loud 
noise  was  now  heard,  and  the  name  of  Madge  Wild- 
fire was  repeatedly  called  invfi  the  bottom  of  the 
staircase. 

"I  am  coming,— I  am  coming,"  said  the  peraon 
who  answered  to  that  appellative;  and  then  reitera* 
ttag  hastily,  "For  God's  sake— for  your  own  sake — 
for  my  sake,  flee,  or  they'll  take  your  life !"  he  left  , 
the  strong-room. 

"The  girl  gazed  after  him  for  a  moment,  and  then, 
faintiv  muttering,  "  Better  tyne  lifeu  since  tint  is  eode 
fanie,^'  she  sunk  her  head  npon  ner  hand,  and  re< 
mained,  seemingly,  unconscious  as  a  statue,  of  the 
noise  and  tumult  which  passed  around  her. 

That  tumult  was  now  transferred  fit)m  the  maide 
to  the  outside  of  the  Tolbooth.  The  mob  hod  brougiht 
their  destined  victmi  forth,  and  were  about  to  con- 
duct him  to  the  common  place  of  execution,  which 
they  had  fixed  as  the  scene  of  his  death.  The.  leader, 
whom  they  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Madge 
Wildfire:  had  been  summoned  to  assist  at  the  pro- 
cession by  the  impatient  shouts  of  his  confederatea. 

"  I  will  ensure  you  five  hundred  pounds."  said  the 
unhappy  man,  grasping  Wildfire's  hand,^^*fivehun 
dred  pounds  {or  to  save  my  Ufe." 

The  other  answered  in  the  same  nnder-tone.  and 
retuniing  his  grasp  with  one  eaually  oonvnlsiYe, 
"  Five  hundred- weight  of  eoined  gold  abouki  not  saro 
you.— Remember  Wilson  1" 

A  deep  pause  of  a  minute  ensued,  when  Wildfiro 
added,  ip  a  more  composed  tone,  "  M.ake  your  peace 
with  Heaven.— Where  is  ihe  clergyman  7" 

Butler,  who,  in  great  terror  and  anxiety,  had  been 
detained  within  a  tew  yards  of  the  Tolbooth  door,  to 
wait  the  event  of  the  search  after  Porteous,  was  now 
brought  forward,  and  commanded  to  walk  byjilie 
prisoner's  skle,  and  to  prq^iaYe  him  for  hnmediate 
death.  His  answer  was  a  supplication  that  the  riot- 
ters  would  consider  what  they  did.  "You  are  nei- 
ther judges  nor  Jury,"  said  he.  "  Von  cannot  have^^ 
by  the  laws  of  God  or  man,  power  to  take  away  the 
life  of  a  human  creature,  however  deserving  he  may 
be  of  death.  If  it  is  murder  even  in  a  lawiul  magi»i 
trate  to  execute  an  oflfisnder  otherwise  than  in  the 
place,  time,  and  manner  which  the  judges'  sentence 
prescribes,  what  must  it  be  in  you,  who  have  no  war* 
rant  for  interference  but  your  own  wills  1  In  the 
name  of  Hira  who  is  all  mercy,  show  mercy  to  this 
unhappy  man,  and  do  not  dip  your  hands  in  his  blood, 
nor  rush  into  the  very  crime  which  you  are  desirous 
of  avenging !"  ' 

"  Cut  your  sermon  short— you  are  not  in  your  pul- 
pit." answered  one  of  the  rioters. 

If  we  hear-  more  of  your  clavera,"  said  another 
"  we  are  like  to  hang  you  up  beside  him." 

"  Peace-hush !"  said  Wildfire.  "  Do  the  good  man 
no  harm— he  discharges  his  conscience,  and  I  like 
him  the  better." 

He  then  addressed  Butler.  "  Now,  sir,  we  have 
patiently  heard  you.  and  we  just  wish  you  to  under- 
stand, in  the  way  or  answer,  that  you  may  as  well 
argue  to  the  aahler-wozk  and  iron-stanchel^  of  tiai 
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Mooth  M  think  toehangdour  purpo8e->Bk>od  mast 
Itffe  blood.  We  have  awom  to  e«ch  other  by  the 
ikpeit  ofths  ever  were  pledged,  that  Porteous  shall 
ife  the  death  he  deserves  so  richly)  therefore,  speak 
110  nore  to  us,  but  prepare  him  for  death  as  weli  as 
At  brieAiess  of  his  change  will  permit" 

Th^  had  suffered  the  unfortunate  Porteous  to  put 
ra  his  oight-gown  and  slippers^  as  he  had  thrown  ofl* 
Ids  eoat  and  8hoe&  in  order  to  facilitate  his  attempt- 
rd  escape  up  the  chimney.  In  this  garb  he  was  now 
tiounted  on  the  hands  of  two  of  the  rioters,  clasped 
loB^eir  so  as  to  form  what  is  called  in  Scotland, 
*  The  Bang's  Cushion."  Butler  was  placed  close  to 
iu8  side,  and  repeatedly  urged  to  perform  a  duty  al- 
xnjs  the  inost  painful  which  can  be  imposed  on  a 
rWrgyman  deserving  of  the  name,  aqd  now  rendered 
iffore  80  by  the  pecoliar  and  horrid  circumstances  of 
ti)e  criminal's  case.  Porteous  at  first  uttered  somp 
npplications  for  mercy,  but  when  he  found  that  there 
vns  no  chance  that  these  would  be  attended  to,  his 
military  education,  and  the  natural  stubbornness  of 
his  disposition,  combined  to  support  his  spirits. 

"Are  you  prepared  for  this  dreadful  end  f*  said 
I  taller,  in  a  faltering  voice.  "  O  turn  to  him,  in  whose 
efes  time  and  space  have  no  existence,  and  to  whom 
I  few  minutes  are  as  a  lifetinie,  and  a  lifetime  as  a 
ittinute." 

"I  believe  I  know  what  you  would  say,"  answered 
lorteous  sullenly.  "I  was  bred  a  soldier;  if  they 
«in  murder  me  without  time,  let  my  sins  as  well  as 
wy  blood  lie  at  their  door." 

Who  was  it"  said  the  stern  voice  of  Wildfire. 
'  that  said  to  Wilson  at  this  very  spot,  when  he  could 
not  pray,  owing  to  the  galling  agony  of  his  fetters, 
that  his  paips  v^ould  soon  be  over?— I  say  to  you  to 
take  your  own  tale  home ;  and  if  you  cannot  profit 
bf  the  good  man's  lessons,  blame  not  them  that  are 
^ull  more  merciful  to  you  than  you  were  to  others." 

The  procession  now  moved  forward  with  a  slow 
ind  determined  pace.  It  was  enlightened  by  many 
blazing  links  ana  torches;  foj*  the  actors  of  this  work 
^icre  so  far  from  affecting  any  secrecy  on  the  occa- 
sion, that  they  seemed  even  to  court  observation. 
Ilieir  principal  leaders  kept  close  to  the  person  of  the 
prisoner,  wliose  pallid  yet  stubborn  features  were 
seen  distinctly  by  the  torch-light,  as  his  person  was 
mised considerably  above  the  concourse  which  throng- 
ed around  him.  Those  who  bore  swords,  muskets, 
8Qd  battle-axes,  marched  on  each  side,  as  if  forming 
a  regular  guard  to  the  procession.  The  windows,  as 
diey  went  along,  were  filled  with  the  inhabitants. 
«hoBe  slumbers  had  been  broken  by  this  unusual 
d tstarbance.  Some  of  the  spectators  muttered  accents 
or  encouragement;  but  in  general  they  were  so  much 
appalled  bv  a  si^ht  so  strange  and  audacious,  that 
tiiey  looked  on  with  a  sort  of  stupified  astonishment. 
No  one  offered,  by  act  Ct  word,  the  slightest  interrup- 
inn. 

The  rioters,  on  their  part,  continued  to  act  with 
tie  same  air  of  deliberate  confidence  and  security 
*hich  had  marked  all  their  proceedings.  When  the 
ohject  of  their  resentment  dropped  one  of  his  slippers, 
tley  stopped,  sought  for  it,  and  replaced  it  upon  his 
ft«t  with  great  deliberation.*  As  they  descended  the 
Bow  towards  the  fatal  spot  where  they  designed  to 
Complete  their' purpose,  it  was  suggested  that  there 
slioald  be  a  rope  kept  in  readiness.  For  this  purpose 
tic  booth  of  a  man  who  dealt  in  cordage  was  forced 
0)ien,  a  coil  of  rope  fit  for  their  piupose  was  selected 
y*  serve  as  a  halter,  and  the  dealer  next  morning 
uiind  that  a  guinea  nad  beeti  left  on  his  counter  in 
exchange ;  so  anxious  were  the  perpetrators  oiWthis 
d  iring  action  to  show  that  they  meditated  nof  the 
s'iKhtest  Mnrong^or  infraction  of  law,  exciting  so  far 
a'^  Porteous  was  himself  concerned. 

Leading,  or  carrying  along  with  them,  in  this  de- 
U  rmined  and  regular  manner,  the  object  of  their  ven- 
gance,  they  at  length  reached  the  place  of  common 
•twation,  the  scene  of  his  crime,  and  destined  spot 
o(  his  suflerings.  Several  of  the  rioters  (if  they  should 

'  Thn  httia  laeideat,  charftcceratie  of  the  sxtferoe  compo- 
■w«f  thte tttnordioarr  mob,  wa«  witnefMd  bj  a  lady,  who, 
f"an>aa,  like  othara,  ftora  her  atumbeia.  Ind  (one  to  the    ' 
«■•  ItwaBloldteUMMtberbrttMlady'sdantblei; 
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n6t  rather  bo  described  as  oenspiraiors,  endeavoured 
to  remove  the  stone  which  filled  up  the  socket  m 
which  the  end  of  the  fatal  tree  was  sunk  when  it  was 
erected  for  its  fatal  purpose ;  others  sought  for  iho 
means  of  constructing  a  temporary  gibbet,  the  place 
in  wihich  the  gallows  itself  was  deposited  being  re- 
PK>rted  too  secure  to  be  forced,  without  m>ich  loss  ot 
time.  Butler  endeavoured  to  avail  himself  of  the  de- 
lay afforded  by  these  circumstances,  to  turn  the  people 
from  their  desperate  desi^.  "  For  God's  sake,"  Iw 
exclaimed,  "remember  it  is  (he  image  of  your  Creator 
which  you  are  about  to  deface  in  the  person  of  this 
unfortunate  man !  Wretched  as  he  is,  and  wicked  a 
ho  may  be,  he  has  a  share  in  every  promise  of  Scrip- 
ture^  and  you  cannot  destroy  him  in  impenitence 
Mrithout  blotting  his  name  from  the  Book  of  Life — 
Do  not  destroy  soul  and  body ;  give  time  for  nrepa- 
ration." 

"What  time  had  they,"  returned  a  stem  voice, 
"  whom  he  murdered  on  this  very  spot  7— T}ie  laws 
both  of  God  and  man  call  for  his  death." 

"  But  what,  my  friends,"  insisted  Butler,  with  a  ge- 
nerous disregard  to  his  own  safety—"  what  hath  con 
stituted  you  nis  judges?" 

"'We  are  not  his  nidges,"  replied  the  same  person ; 
"  he  has  been  already  judged  and  condemn^  by  law- 
ful authority.  We  are  those  whom  Heaven,  and  our 
righteous  anger,  have  stirred  up  to  execute  judgment, 
wnen  a  corrupt  government  would  have  protected  a 
murderer.'* 

"  I  am  none,"  said  the  unfortunate  Porteous ;  "  that 
which  you  charge  upon  roe  fell  out  in  self-defence,  in 
the  lawful  exercise  of  my  duty." 

"  Away  with  him— away  with  him  !'*  was  the  f?e- 
neral  cry.  "  Why  do  you  trifle  away  time  in  making 
a  gallows?— that  dyest^B  pole  is  good  enough  for 
the  homicide." 

The  unhappy  man  was  forced  to  his  fate  with  re- 
morseless rapidity.  Butler,  separated  from  him  by 
the  press,  escaped  the  last  horrora  of  his  struggles. 
Unnoticed  by  those  who  had  hitherto  detained  nim 
as  a  prisoner,  he  fled  from  the  fatal  spot,  witnout 
much  caring  in  what  direction  his  course  lay.  A  loud 
shout  proclaimed  the  stern  delight  with  which  the 
agents  of  this  deed  regankd  its  completion.  Butlfer 
then,  at  the  opening  into  the  low  street  called  the 
Cowgate,  cast  back  a  terrified  glance,  and,  by  the  red 
and  dusky  light  of  the  torches,  he  could  discern  a 
figure  wavering  and  stmggling  as  it  hung  suspended 
above  the  heads  of  the  multitude,  and  could  even  ob- 
serve men  striking  at  it  with  their  Lochaber-axes  and 
partisans.  The  sight  was  of  a  nature  to  double  his 
horror,  and  to  add  wings  to  his  fli^t 

The  street  down  which  the  fugitive  ran  opens  to 
one  of  the  eastern  ports  or  gates  of  the  city.  Butler 
did  not  stop  till  he  reached  it,  but  found  it  still  shut. 
He  waited  nearly  an  hoar,  walking  up  and  down  in 
inexpressible  perturbation  of  mind.  At  length  he  ven- 
tured to  call  out,  and  rouse  the  attention  of  the  terri- 
fied keepers  of  the  gate,  who  now  found  themselves 
at  liberty  to  resume  their  office  without  interruption. 
Butler  requested  them  to  open  the  gate.  They  hcsi« 
tated.    He  told  them  his  name  and  occupation. 

"  He  is  a  preacher,"  said  one ;  "I  have  heard  him 
preach  in  Haddo's-hole." 

"  A  fine  preaching  has  he  been  at  the  night,"  said 
another ;  "  but  maybe  least  said  is  sunest  mended." 

Opening  then  the  wicket  of  the  main-gate,  the 
keepers  suffered  Butler  to  depart,  who  hastened  to 
carry  his  horror  and  fear  beyond  the  walls  of  Edin- 
burgh. His  first  purpose  was,  instantly  to  take  the 
road  homeward  j  but  other  fears  and  cares,  connected 
with  the  news  he  had  learned  in  that  remarkable  day, 
induced  him  to  linger  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edin- 
burgh until  daybreak.  More  than  one  group  of  per- 
sons passed  him  as  he  was  whileing  away  the  hours 
of  darkness  that  yet  remained,  whom,  from  the  sti- 
fled tones  of  their  discourse,  the  unwonted  hour  when 
they  travelled,  and  the  hasty  pace  at  which  they 
walked,  he  conjectured  to  have  been  engaged  in  th^ 
late  fatal  transaction. 

Certain  it  was,  that  the  sudden  and  total  dispersiou 
of  the  rioters,  when  their  vindictive  purpose  vas  ae- 
oomplMlied^  Meiiied  not  the  least  remarkaiMa  fiurtidf 
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of  th**-e.Ly:uIar  afFair.  In  g^'neral,  whatever  may  be 
the  impelling  motive  by  wliich  a  mob  is  at  first  raiBodf 
tlic  attuiiimt.-iit  of  their  i»bii.>ct  had  tiRually  bcvn  only 
found  to  lead  the  way  to  further  excessi'S.  But  not 
*o  in  the  present  case.  They  seemed  completely  sa- 
tiated with  the  vcn;<eance  tncy  had  prosecuted  with 
such  sitanch  uud  ^ja^acious  activity.  When  thej;  were 
fully  natisticd  that  life  had  abandoned  their  victim, 
they  diiipersed  in  every  direction,  throwinc  down  the 
weapons  whicii  they  had  only  asflumca  to  enable 
them  to  carry  thronyh  their  piirpose.  At  daybreak 
there  ri'mumed  not  flic  least  token  of  the  events  of 
the  ni^'hr,  exi^-piiiij;  the  corj^so  of  Porteous,  which 
still  hiiii;:  f<u<«pendi'd  in  the  place  where  he  had  suf- 
ferL-d,  ami  the  arms  of  various  kinds  which  the  riot- 
ers had  taken  from  the  city  guard-house,  which  were 
found  ^ii^utturefl  about  the  streets  as  they  had  thrown 
them  from  th'.ir  hands,  when  the  pun><)sc  for  which 
thev  had  f<L-izcd  them  was  accomplished. 

The  ordinary  niaKistrates  of  the  oily  rfsumed  their 
powrT,  not  without  trembling  at  the  late  experience 
of  the  fragility  of  its  tenure.  To  march  troops  into 
tlia  city,  and  commence  a  severe  inquiry  into  the 
trans! :nt ions  of  the  precedinij;  night,  were  the  first 
marks  of  returnini?  energy  which  they  displayed.  Hut 
these  even  IS  had  been  conducted  on  so  secure  and 
well-calrulatcd  a  plan  of  safety  and  secnrv,  that  there 
was  little  or  nothing  leanunl  to  throw  liglit  upon  the 
author:^  or  principal  actors  in  a  scheme  so  auilacious. 
An  i\pn*>3  was  dispatcluHl  to  London  with  the  ti- 
diiii^:*,  where  they  excitivl  great  indignation  and  sur- 
pris*}  in  the  council  of  regency,  and  particularly  in 
the  bosom  of  Queen  Caroline,  who  considered  her 
own  authority  as  exposed  to  contempt  by  the  success 
of  this  singular  conspiracy.  Nothing  was  spoke  of 
lor  sojut:  time  save  the  measurt*  of  vengeance  which 
shoMJi  l)i:  takon,  not  only  on  the  actors  of  this  tra- 
cedy,  i<o  soon  ns  they  should  be  discoven^d,  but  upon 
the  magistrates  who  had  sutlered  it  to  take  place,  and 
upon  the  city  which  had  Iwen  the  scene  where  it  was 
exliii)iied.  On  this  occasion,  it  is  still  recorded  in  po- 
-^ular  tradition,  that  her  Majesty,  in  the  heijiht  of  her 
wisijleasure,  tolil  the  celebrated  John,  Duke  of  Ar^yle, 
that,  S4>o(ier  than  submit  to  such  an  msult,  she  would 
make  Scotland  a  hunting-fii'ld.  "In  that  case,  Ma- 
dam." answered  that  higli- spirited  nobleman,  with  a 
profound  bow,  "  1  will  take  leave  of  your  Majesty,  and 
go  down  to  my  own  country  to  g»'t  my  hounds  ready." 

Tile  import  of  tift  reply  had  more  than  met  the  ear; 
and  as  most  of  the  Scottish  nobility  and  gentry  Sf-em- 
cd  actuated  by  the  saive  national  spirit,  the  royal dis- 
pte.isiiro  was  nccessar/i/  checked  in  mid-volley,  and 
milder  enurses  were  recommended  and  adopted,  to 
some  of  which  we  may  hereafter  have  occasion  to 
advert. 

NOTE  TO  CHAPTER  VII. 

MEMOniAf.  CnxCERN'INU  THE  .MCRItKH  OF  CAPTAIM  PORTEOrS. 

Th"  Cil'owinr  iiiU*r<>ritinr  nnd  ouOinitir  account  or  Itie  in- 
qnirif.4  mailu  liy  ('ru»n  CouiinvI  into  tins  aflJnror  ijio  Poricoud 
Muh,  1  ■■•in«  III  lidvr  Wt>n  drawn  uii  i)y  (lie  SiilicJtur-Uencnii. 
Tlio  otfic"  wa*  hi'M  in  ITJT  by  C'hariM  IJitUiw,  E«i. 

1  owe  tliM  cnriottri  illu<(rrarjon  to  the  kindm^u  of  a  pmfp*- 
•ionnl  frirnd  Ii  ihruwc,  mik'<>(l  liiUe  lirht  on  tlm  ohfin  of  tho 
tumuli ;  iiul  Rhowtf  how  pmround  tliu  darkn«K«  mu^t  liavc 
Oet-n.  winrli  »o  mucli  invrsiiffntinn  could  noldiit|iRl. 

"  I'lMiii  rho  7lii  of  Si'|itmil)or  la^t.  when  tlio  unhappy  wicked 
mnnlrr  nf  ('n(itain  Portcui<  wa-i  commrtleH.  Hit  MfUrnty's  .\(|vo- 
Calc  an-.l  .S<i||icilur  w<m>oiit  of  town ;  tlu;  tirit  bttyond  InvpnM^M. 
and  ilifT  utiivr  in  Aiinanduh;,  not  far  from  Coriyle  ;  neither  of* 
thdnki!'>w  nny  thinir  of  the  n'pncvc.  nor  did  they  in  tho  lea^t 
•UK|'('-^r  that  nny  ilisfirdrr  wa^  to  happen. 

"  Winn  the  disonlrr  hapiK'niMl.  tJie  nwriftratM  and  othrr 

Knon*  roiircmuit  in  ttiu  inanapiment  of  the  b>wn,  iccnietl  U» 
all  struck  of  u  heap :  ami  wlivther  fr^un  the  rroat  torror  that 
liad  •ci/n-i  all  the  iiihabitant-f.  thry  thoucht  ano  immediate  fn- 
Quiry  would  bn  fniittead,  or  whetli*>r  bvinff  a  direct  intuit  upon 
the  pn  rurniive  of  the  crown,  they  did  not  earn  rashly  to  inter- 
meddle :  but  no  proceed  in  J4  wa*  had  by  them.  Only,  mxin  after, 
anc  expreitA  wu  sent  to  his  Majenties  Soil ici tor.  wlio  came  to 
town  a«  soon  a«  wa4  tioNSible  for  him  ;  but,  in  the  meantime. 
tliO  iierMinii  who  had  been  must  auiliy,  had  ei liter  run  oflT.  or,  at 
leas»,  knpt  thomaelvcs  up«m  the  wiiijc  until  thoy  should  see  what 
■le|<#  WfK  taken  by  tin-  Gowmmeat. 

"  When  thei:«ollicitor  arrivpd  ho  PorceiTrd  the  whole  inhabit- 
ants undera  ejinstemation.  He  had  no  nrnterialit  (\imi^lii>d  him ; 
nay,  tiw  inliabitantii  were  wo  much  afyaid  of  bcinr  reputed  inform- 
^M.  that  %-ory  few  people  had  so  much  as  tha  coura^  to  speak 
m///,  him  on  tht*  M.'n-ru.  However,  hnving  receiTed  her  .Ma- 
•!SJ!!f'''!f'  ^^'  ^"'•''  '*<»»'  ''«  '^ke  of  .Vi'wraMtie,  he  n- 


mairistrates  worth  mentioninr.  bat  called  witness  affi-r  witnesi 
in  the  pri%'ate#r  manmir.  t><:fun>  liimsi.'lf  in  his  own  hi>uM>.  and 
forsix  wefks  linif.  from  iiiurnin;  to  cteniiiir,  wvnt  on  m  iIm 
enquiry  without  takiit;  the  least  divtfrsiun,  ur  lurriin^  lua 
thoufhts  to  any  other  huiiin<*i.s. 

"  He  trieil  at  tirnt  what  he  ci>uid  do  by  declaration*,  by  ^n^f- 
inp  scrrfry.  mi  that  thotv  who  told  the  inilh  ^huuld  ne\i  r  b« 
diitruvnred  ;  made  U!U'  of  no  clerk,  but  wrote  ail  tlie  ni-clara- 
tions  with  \vii  own  hand,  to  encourape  thrm  to  spi-ak  ouL 
Afitir  all.  for  Mvait  time,  \m  could  p't  nothing  liut  i>iii:a  of  kto- 
rie«,  which,  wlivn  puriiued,  broke  off;  and  ihoie  who  <ip|-«:irp<l 
and  knew  any  tliini:  of  tli*.'  niatlcr,  wnie  under  the  utmost  ii-rror, 
ie!<t  it  should  take  air  that  tJiey  liad  mentioned  any  ont'moii  aa 
guilty. 

"  Durinirtlie  course  of  the  enquiry,  the  run  ofjhe  town,  which 
was  utrouK  f"r  the  viilaiious  actors,  hotrun  to  alter  a  hi  lie,  and 
when  tlH'y  saw  the  Kiii(f's  HTvantii  in  carnext  to  do  tht-ir  W.'^t. 
Oie  gHiiornlity,  who  lM>foru  hnd  Hp^ikn  very  warmly  in  di-fenioof 
the  wickedncHj,  licpun  to  be  silent,  and  at  that  pi'riod  more  of 
tho  crimiiiHU  Ih>i;uii  to  abscond. 

"  At  leni^th  the  enquiry  Ijcean  to  open  a  little,  and  tho  S^dlici- 
tor  vfn*  under  »<inie  dilTlculty  how  to  prorifd.  He  \ery  \i  v\\  ^aw 
tiiat  the  firnl  warnind  that  wns  inKwd  out  would  start  tlie  u  holo 
pxnx;  nnd  a^  he  had  not  come  at  aiir  one  of  the  most  nutorioiis 
oflitiders,  he  was  unwillinii.  u|Min  the  slif:lil  f\Hl<-nrr  h'- 1:qiJ. 
to  iM-'irin.  HoHi-ver.  upon  notice  piven  hini  by  Ui'in-rnll  Mn)  ie, 
that  one  Kuit.  a  butcher  in  the  faiionnte,  had  boa<i<  il  in  ere- 
»?iic'>  of  BridLft  Knell,  a  ktddifr's  wifr,  the  inorninr  .'lOi  r  <  ap- 
tain  Porteuswas  handed,  that  he  hnd  a  very  aclne  h  imt  in  rim 
niiib,  a  warrand  was  is»urd  out.  and  King  wai>ii|ipre hen dtd and 
inipri!U)n<.'d  in  the  Canonpate  tolbiMilli. 

"This  oMieed  (he  Hcdiicitor  inmie<tiiitp|y  to  proce«-d  to  tokft 
up  thoi«e  airainit  u  hom  he  had  any  niformation.  I>)  a  >iri»'d 
dcclaratKin,  Wiliinm  s^tirlmt;,  appn-ntice  to  Janii-pi  .<*ininCi 
merchant  in  Edinhuri*h,  was.charr>-d  oi*  huvinc  U-t-n  at  the 
Nether- IJow,  after  the  jrates  were  i.hut,  uiih  a  Lorlialx.r  ax.  oi 
lulbert  in  Iim  hand,  and  haveins  \fSMU  a  huzra,  maruhcd  u[.on 
the  htrad  of  tlu-  mob  toward*  the  Guard. 

"  James  FJraidwood,  son  to  a  candlemaker  m  town,  was.  by  a 
sifTT.ed  declamtion,  charp'd  ns  havi-inp  l-em  at  the  T<  ilirM>th 
door,  rivrinir  directions  to  the  mob  about  tettinr  fir>>ii)tbe 
door,  and  tJiat  tho  mob  named  him  by  his  name,  and  a^ked  his 
advice. 

"  By  another  declaration,  one  Stmldart,  a  journeyman  "mith, 
was  choj-fred  of  haveinr  t)«>nsti>d  iHihlicly,  in  a  #tnith'ii  Khop  at 
Leith.  that  Im*  hnd  n^M*ted  in  bn^akin?  o^ien  theTtdlHiuih  door. 

"  Peter  Truili,  a  journeyman  wricht,  by  one  of  th4<  di  clnra- 
tionii,  wai  also  accused  of  havcinc  lockt  Uki  Nether-Bow  Fort 
when  it  waimhutt  by  the  mob. 

"  n\i  MMj<'«ties  .SolliPilor  havine  the«!  information',  im- 
ployed  privately  such  rK-n>ons  as  he  could  bciit  rely  on.  nnd  tl.a 
truth  waii.  there  were  very  few-  in  wh<im  he  could  reiMiM-  mnti. 
dencp.  But  he  win,,  indetMi.TaiUkfuliy  nerve<l  by  one  Wib-I«r 
a  soldier  in  the  Wel.-ih  fu/.ileers,  n:coninicnde<l  to  him  liv  I.i>.ii- 
tennnt  Aliditon.  who.  with  very  rn-at  addreitit.  informed  Inn  M'lf, 
and  H'ally  run  some  rirt(|uc  in  rCttnip  his  information.  CMfi-rxf 
\nf(  the  plari!s  whi;n)  the  {lersons  infonned  acain^t  UM>d  to 
haunt, and  how  they  nii<!ht  b(>  sei/cd  In  con«-<]uriic(> of  w  hit:!:, 
aparty  of  tile  (inard  from  the  Cam  m  (Kite  wa'*  ncrecd  on  i>i  ir.irrh 
up  at  a  certain  hour,  wIk'u  a  n)e4,..iin'  ithoiild  lx>  Kent  Thi-  .<o|. 
licitor  wroti!  a  letter  and  frave  it  to  one  of  the  town  orfifi-r».  or- 
den-d  to  attend  Captain  Maiilnnd.  <ine  of  the  toMiit  iiii!'iii>i<, 
proniottd  lothat  coniiiinnil  mnce  llie  unhappy  acculi-iit,  u-.u, 
indeed,  wa^  extn'inely  diligent  and  nrtt\e  thro(i;!!ii.iif  tho 
whole  :  anil  luiveinir  rolHnriini;  and  nrnidwo;,d  nppn-tn  mifil, 
di!«|iatrlied  the  othi'er  with  the  letter  to  the  military  in  tho 
Cnnon:!ate,  who  iiimiedintely  berun  their  march,  ait>',  i  y  tha 
time  ihe  Sidicilor  hnd  half  examined  the  said  two  pcr^'i'n*  m 
the  Biirrow-niom.  where  the  ^laet^trale4  wen'  pn'Miii.  :i  |.«rfy 
of  fifty  mi>n.  drums  beating,  marched  into  the  Parli.'inieu;  e!iiM*, 
and  drf:w  up,  which  was  the  firrt  ihinx  that  sirii«-k  a  terror, 
and  fpim  tluit  tinio  forward,  the  in^uleucu  was  succeedtd  hj 
fear. 

"^IrlinsandBraidwood  were  immediately  wnt  to  ti.ernrtle, 
and  iinprMHitsd.  Tliat  same  nirlit,  Stoddart  tiie  pin- it n  was 
BCi/ed.  and  he  was  committed  to  the  Cuslltialso;  a»  whr  like- 
wise Traill  the  jouriipyman  wricht,  who  were  all  K\erall>  fx- 
amined.  and  denied  the  lea^t  .iccc'iiion. 

"Intlie  nH-aniime,  t)ie  eiKpiir)'  wni*  roinron.  and  \\  h.iipimp 
east  up  in  one  of  theidccIaraiionH.  th:tt  a  hump'd-li.-ii-ke  i  cn>a- 
ture  marrhed  with  a  r^in  as  one  of  llie  eiiardit  to  PoiieH»  when 
ho  went  up  the  Lawn  .Market,  tiie  rN-rsun  wh4ieniitt>'d  U114  <!:•• 
elamtion.  was  em|>l<t}-ed  to  walk  the  streetii  to  m  e  if  l.p  coi.id 
find  him  out ;  at  iai>t  he  came  to  the  li<ollicitor  and  told  him  li« 
had  found  him.  and  that  he  was  in  a  certain  hou«e.  Whirenj>on 
a  wurmiid  wa^  isnuedout  acaiiistiiini,  and  he  \\\\<  up|-n-lii>iii:(.d 
and  siMit  to  tlie  Cnrtln,  anil  heprowd  to  bcoiiu  Ihrnie,  n  lii-l)<-i 
to  tiio  Countess  of  Wepmys's  coachman. 

"  Thereafter,  ano  infunnation  was  eiven  in  arainst  WiDinm 
M'Laurhlan,  tTiHiUnan  to  the  said  ('ountesi),  he  hnveii!ir  hi-en 
very  active  in  Die  mob  :  flfor  some  time  he  kept  hiiiiM'ir  <  iit  ot 
the  ^fny,  but  at  last  he  waa  apiirclieodcd  and  likew  ise  conllni^ 
ted  to  the  Castle. 

"  And  these  were  all  tJie  priaonors  who  were  putt  under  con- 
flnenwnt  in  tliat  place. 

"Tiierc  were  other  nersoni  impritoned  in  tho  Totbooth  of 
Edinburrli.  and  sev«rali«  acainst  whom  warrunds  were  i'^ned, 
bat  could  not  be  apim'hended.  who«u  names  nod  com-s  k^hall  af- 
terwards be  mttrejiarticiilarly  taken  notice  of. 

"  Tile  friends  of  ritirlins  made  an  application  to  the  Earl  of 
Uar,  Lord  Just  ice- (t4>nerall,  settinc  furlli,  that  lie  wn^  iiei/ed 
with  a  bloody iHux ;  that  his  lif);  was  in  dancer;  and  thdt  uiKin 
ane  examination  of  wiinei'ses  whot^-  names  were  riven  in.,  it 
would  amiear  to  conviction,  tliat  he  had  not  the  least  access 
tu  any  of  the  riotous  prnceedinir«  of  tliat  wicked  mob. 

"  This  pelilicm  wift  \iy  \ivk  Vmk^sXwv  vuvi  in  Uie  liands  of  hv 
MtjWtiftt  doUi  uiot,  wbo  wiiiwA  ttn  ^YVunM^-,  %BA.'ni  ^kwa 
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t  apMovd,  thil  ftMyoaoi  van,  vbo  wif  not  above 
ra  Of  ace^jNraft  that  iMffbt  in  cotapuiy  with  about 


_^        tit 

Ma  dozea  comnoiBfas,  in  a  ^Blic  house  m  Stephen  Law'8 
6m,  Dear  tbe  back  of  the  Quara,  where  they  all  remained  an- 
&  {be  M>ise  cane  to  the  house,  that  the  mob  had  fhut  the  gatee 
oi  aamd  the  Guard,  upon  which  tbe  company  broke  up,  and 
kumd  one  of  hi*  eompaniooa,  went  towards  his  master's  house ; 
«d,  in  the  course  of  the  after  examination,  there  was  a  witness 
«te  dedazed,  nay,  indeed  swore,  (for  the  Sollicitor,  by  this  time, 
av  It  moaestfy  to  put  those  be  examined  upon  oath,)  that  he 
Bet  htm  LStirling]  alter  he  entered  into  the  alley  where  bis  mas- 
(M lives,  ffpinc  towarda  his  house:  and  anoUior  witness,  felluw- 
praatioe  with  Stirhnc,  declares,  that  after  the  mob  had  seized 
dK  Quard,  he  went  home,  where  he  fbund  Stirlinf  before  him ; 
■Mi  that  hia  Baater  lockt  the  door,  and  kept  them  both  at  home 
tiftsAer  twalve  at  nicht  i  upon  weifbinc  of  which  testimonies, 
tod  Qpoo  coasideration  bad,  That  he  was  charged  by  Uie  de- 
^atioo  only  of  one  person,  who  really  did  not  appear  to  be  a 
vitBe»«  of  the  greatest  weight,  and  that  his  life  was  in  dagger 
fioa  the  unpriaonmeDt,  he  was  admitted  to  baill  by  the  Lord 
j8itK»Gai«rall,  hf  whose  warrant  he  was  committed. 

"  Bra  id  wood's  fnends  applyed  in  the  same  manner ;  but  as  ha 
Hoed  charged  by  more  than  one  witness,  he  was  not  released— 
Ao',  indeM,  the  witnesaes  addbced  for  him  say  somewhat  in 
t«actt)patjon— that  he  does  not  seem  to  have  been  upon  any 
wuoal  concert ;  and  one  of  the  witnesses  says  he  was  along 
^rih  him  at  the  Tolbinith  door,  and  reAises  what  is  said  against 
km,  with  regard  to  his  having  advised  the  burning  of  the  Tol- 
kooth  door.    But  he  remains  still  in  prison. 

"  As  to  Traill,  the  journeyman  wnght,  he  is  charged  by  the 
Kgat  witness  who  declared  against  Stirling,  and  there  is  none 
eoQcarrs  with  him  ;  and  to  say  the  truth  concerning  him,  he 
KMaed  to  be  the  most  ingenuous  of  any  of  tliem  whom  the  Sol- 
haior  Bxaminvd,  and  pointed  out  a  witness  by  whom  one  of  the 
frit  aeeomplioes  was  discovered,  and  who  escaped  wlien  the 
vsr^d  was  tobe  put  in  execution  asainst  them.  He  positive- 
It  dtMT*  his  having  shutt  the  gate,  ana  'lis  thought  TraiH  ought 
to  be  edmitted  to  baili. 

"  As  to  Bimie,  he  is  charged  only  by  one  witness,  who  had 
atver  seen  hun  before,  nor  knew  his  name ;  so,  tlio'  I  dare  say 
the  witness  hooesUy  mentioned  him,  'tis  possible  he  may  be  mis- 
take I  and  in  the  exammation  of  above  200  witnesses,  there  is 
so  body  coocurrs  with  him,  and  he  is  ane  insignificant  httle 
cnauire. 

"  With  regard  to  M'Lauchlan»  the  proof  is  strong  against  him 
hj  one  witness,  that  he  acted  as  a  serjeant  or  sort  of  commander, 
hr  some  time»  of  a  Guard,  that  stood  cross  between  tho  upper 
sndof  the  Lackenbooths  and  the  north  side  of  tlie  street,  to  stop 
all  bot  friends  f^om  going  towards  the  Tulbooth :  and  by  other 
vitiKMes^that  he  was  at  the  Tolbooth  door  with  a  link  in  his 
Mod.  while  the  operation  of  beating  and  burning  it  was  going 
•a :  t'ut  he  vrent  along  with  the  mob  with  a  halbert  in  his  hand, 
aotil  be  camo  to  the  gallows  stone  in  the  Gross-market,  and  that 
be  stock  tbe  halbert  into  the  hole  of  the  gallows  stono  ;  that 
ifWwards  he  went  in  amongst  Uie  mob  when  Captain  Porteus 
«u  carried  to  the  dyer's  tree  ;  so  that  the  proof  seems  very 
IkAiry  against  him. 

"  To  sum  up  this  matter  with  regard  to  the  prisoners  in  the 
CuUe,  'ta  believed  tliere  is  strong  proof  against  M'Lquchlan  i 
tbfte  IS  also  proof  against  Braidwood.  But  as  it  consists  only 
io  raits«ion  or  words  said  to  have  boon  had  by  him  while  at  tlie 
Toibooth  door,  and  that  he  is  ane  insignificant  pitiful  creature, 
■stt  will  tind  people  to  swear  heartily  in  his  faVours,  'tis  at  best 
doabtftil  whether  a  jury  will  be  got  to  condemn  hiin. 

"  As  ti)  thoae  in  the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  John  Crawford, 
vtKi  had  for  some  time  been  employed  to  ring  the  bells  in  the 
Ket'pk  of  the  new  Church  of  Edinburgh,  beius  in  company 
viUi  ft  soldier  accidentally,  the  discourne  falling  in  concerning 
Cititsin  Porteu3  and  his  murder,  as  he  appears  to  be  a  light- 
Iteudwl  Allow,  he  said,  that  he  knew  people  that  were  more 
liilty  than  any  that  were  putt  in  prison.  Upon  this  ioforma- 
tHM,  Crawfbrd  was  seized,  and  being  examined,  It  appeared, 
that  when  the  mob  begun,  as  he  wod  comeinr  down  from  the 
>tt«ple,  the  mob  took  the  keys  fVom  him ;  that  he  was  that 
si^t  tn  several  comers,  and  did  indeed  delate  severall  persons 
wtoitt  lie  saw  there,  and  immediately  warmnds  were  dispatch- 
•d.  tod  it  was  found  they  had  absconded  and  fled.  But  there 
«if  BO  evidence  against  him  of  any  kind.  Nay,  on  the  con- 
tnry,  it  appeared,  that  he  had  been  with  the  Magistrates  in 
CtfTk'fl  the  vintner's,  relating  to  them  what  he  had  seen  in  the 
itnets.  Therefore,  after  haveing  detained  him  in  prison  flbr  a 
««rf  considerable  tune,  his  Majesties  Advocate  and  Sollicitor 
■CKda  warrand  for  his  liberation. 

''  Ttiere  was  also  one  James  Wilsmi  ineareermted  in  the  said 
^Hbooth,  «|)on  the  dedantion  of  one  witness,  who  said  he 
•v  him  on  tbe  streets  witli  a  gun ;  ond  there  he  remained 
for  rame  time,  iu  order  to  try  if  a  concurring  witness  could  be 
t^vod,  or  that  he  acted  any  pert  in  tlie  tragedy  and  wicked- 
aesL  But  nothing  further  appMred  against  him  {  and  being 
anzad  with  a  severe  sickness,  he  is,  by  a  warrand  signed  by  his 
Majesties  Advocate  and  Sollicitor,  liberated  upon  giving  suffi- 
CKotbaUl. 

"  A«  to  King,  enquiry  was  made,  and  the  (fiiot  comes  out  be- 
iMd  til  exception,  that  he  was  in  the  lodge  at  the  Nether-Bow 
«ttti  Lindsay  the  waiter,  and  several  other  people,  not  at  all 
•weemed  in  the  mob.  But  after  the  afli^ir  was  over,  he  went 
•P  towards  the  guard,  and  having  met  with  Sandie  the  Turk 
u^his  wife,  who  escaped  out  of  prismi,  they  f«himed  to  his 
msa  at  the  Abbey,  and  then  'tis  veir  possible  he  may  have 
»n<tii  fln  in  his  beer  to  boast  of  vlllany,  in  which  he  could 
M.  po««ibly  have  any  share  ;  for  that  reason  he  was  desired  to 
nas  bdill  and  he  should  b«  s^t  at  liberty.  Bat  he  is  a  stranger 
tad  a  fellow  of  very  indifr<<ri*flt  character,  and  'tis  believed  it 
««nt  be  easy  for  him  to  find  baill.  Wtierafora.  it's  thought  he 
■^  be  seu  at  liberty  without  it  Because  he  iv  a  burden  upon 
fc.OQveroaMot  while  kept  in  confinrment,  not  being  able  to 
•fcatsin  himselt 


*'Whatiaabov«iBaHlluiftitl*l6ftopenmMineailodr.  Bnf 
there  are  warmnds  out  a|atnat  a  neat  manyother  persons  who 
had  fled,  particularly  against  one^illiam  white,  a  jouroeymaa 
baxter,  who,  by  the  evidence,  appears  to  have  been  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  mob,  and  to  have  gone  along  with  the  dram,  from 
the  west^Port  to  the  Nether-Bow,  ayl  is  said  to  have  been  one 
of  those  who  attacked  the  guard,  and  prdbably  waa  as  deep  aa 
any  one  diera. 

"Information  was  given  that  he  waa  luricing  at  Falkirk, 
where  he  was  bom.  WhereupaB  directions  were  sent  to  the 
Slieriff  of  the  County,  and  a  warrand  from  his  Excellency  Ge- 
nerall  Wade,  to  the  commanding  officers  at  Stirling  and  Linlith- 
gow,  to  assist,  and  all  possible  endeavours  were  used  to  catch 
hold  of  him,  and  'tis  said  he  esoiped  very  narrowly,  having  been 
concealed  in  aome  outhouse :  and  the  misfortune  was,  that 
those  who  were  employed  in  the  search  did  not  know  him  per- 
sonally. Nor,  indeed,  was  it  eaay  to  trust  any  of  tlie  acquain- 
tances of  so  low  obscure  a  fellow  with  the  secret  of  the  war- 
rand to  be  putt  in  execution. 

"  There  was  also  strong  evidence  found  against  Robert  Tay- 
lor, servant  to  William  and  Charles  Thomsons,  periwig-mnkers. 
tliat  he  acted  as  ane  officer  among  the  mob,  and  he  was  traced 
from  the  giuird  to  the  well  at  the  head  of  Forrester's  Wynd, 
where  he  stood  and  had  the  appellatioR  of  Captain  from  the 
mob,  and  from  that  walking  down  the  Bow  before  Captain  Por- 
teus, with  his  Lochaber-axe ;  and  by  the  description  given  of 
one  who  hawl'd  the  rope  by  wliich  Captain  Porteus  was  palled 
up.  'tis  believed  Taylor  was  the  person  ;  and  'tis  further  proba- 
ble, that  the  witness  who  delated  Stirling  had  mistaken  Taylor 
for  him,  their  stature  and  age  (so  far  as  can  be  gathered  from 
the  description)  being  much  the  same. 

"  A  great  deal  of  pains  were  taken,  and  no  charge  was  saved, 
in  order  to  have  catched  hold  of  this  Taylor,  and  warrands  were  ^ 
sent  to  the  country  where  he  was  bom;  but  it  appears  he  had 
shipt  himself  off  for  Holland,  where  it  is  said  lie  now  is. 

''^There  is  strong  evidence  also  against  Tliomas  Bums,  butcher, 
that  he  was  ane  active  person  from  the  beginning  of  tlie  mob  to 
the  end  of  it  He  lurkt  for  some  tiirie  amongst  thow  of  his 
trade  ;  and  artfully  enough  a  train  was  laid  to  catch  him,  under 
pretence  of  a  message  that  had  come  from  his  fhther  in  Ireland, 
so  that  he  came  to  a  bliiid  alehouse  in  the  Flesh-market  cloiis, 
and  a  party  being  ready,  was  by  Webster  the  soldier,  who  was 
upon  his  exploit,  advertised  to  oome  down.  However,  Bums 
escaped  out  at  a  back  window,  and  hid  himself  in  some  of  tlie 
houses  which  are  heaped  together  upon  one  another  in  tliat 

Klaco,  so  tliat  it  was  not  possible  to  eatch  him.    Tis  now  said 
e  is  gone  to  Ireland  to  his  fkther,  who  lives  there. 

"  There  is  evidence  also  against  one  Robert  Anderson,  jour- 
neyman and  servant  to  Colin  Alison,  wright ;  and  against  Tho- 
mas Linnen  and  James  Maxwell,  both  sonants  ulso  to  the  eaid 
Colin  Alison,  who  all  seem  to  have  been  deeply  concerned  in 
the  matter.  Anderson  ia  one  of  those  who  putt  tlie  ro|ie  upon 
Captain  Porteus's  neck.  Linnen  seems  also  to  have  been  very 
active ;  and  Maxwell  (which  is  pretty  remarkable)  is  proven  to  • 
have  come  to  a  shop  upon  the  Friday  before,  and  charged  tho 
journeymen  and  prentices  there  to  attend  in  the  Parliament 
close  on  Tuesday  night,  to  assist  to  hang  Captain  Porteus. 
Tliese  three  did  early  abscond,  and  though  warrands  had  been 
issued  out  against  them,  and  all  endeavoura  used  to  apprehend 
thorn,  could  not  be  found. 

"  One  Waldie,  a  servant  to  Georae  Campbell,  wright,  has  als<i 
absconded,  and  many  otiiers,  and^tis  informed  that  numbers  of 
them  have  shipt  themselves  off  flibr  tlie  Plantations  :  and  upon 
an  information  that  a  ship  was  going  off  ffroro  Glasgow,  in 
which  severall  of  tho  rogues  were  to  transport  themselves  be- 
yond seas,  proper  warrands  were  obtained,  and  persons  dis- 
patched to^arch  the  said  ship,  and  scire  any  that  can  be  found. 

'*  The  like  warrttr<ls  had  been  issued  with  regard  to  ships  from 
Leith.  But  whether  they  had  been  scared,  or  whether  the  in- 
formation had  been  groundless,  they  had  no  effect. 

"  This  is  a  summary  of  tlie  enquiry,  ffrom  which  it  appears 
there  is  no  prooff  on  which  one  can  rely,  but  against  M'Lnuch- 
lan.  There  is  a  prooff  aUo  against  Braidwood,  but  mure  ex- 
ceptionable. His  Majesties  Advoc<ite,  since  he  ramo  to  town. 
ha!»^  join'd  with  the  Sollicitor,  and  has  done  his  utmost  to  gott 
at  tlie  bottom  of  this  matter,  but  hitherto  it  stands,  as  is  above 
reprewjiited.  They  are  resolved  to  have  their  eyes  and  their  core 
open,  and  to  do  what  tliejr  can.  But  they  labour'd  exceedingly 
agaiasi  the  stream  ;  and  it  may  truly  be  said,  that  notliing  was 
wanting  on  their  part.  Nor  luive  they  declined  any  labour  '  > 
answer  tlie  commands  laid  upon  them  to  search  the  matter  tn 
the  bottom." 

Tbb  P0RTBOU8  Mob. 

In  the  preceding  chaptere,  tlie  otrcumstanoea  of  that  extroor 
dinary  riot  and  conspiracy,  called  the  Porteous  Mob.  are  givew 
with  as  much  accuracy  as  tlie  authni  was  able  to  rx>ilect  tneni 
The  order,  regularity,  and  determined  reaolution  with  which 
such  a  violent  action  waa  devised  and  executed,  were  only  equal 
led  by  the  secrecy  which  Mrai  observed  concerning  the  principal 
actors.  . 

Although  the  fhet  was  performed  by  torch-light,  and  in  pre- 
sence of  a  great  multitode,  to  some  of  whom,  at  least,  the  indi^ 
vidual  actors  must  have  been  known,  yet  no  discovery  wa^ever 
made  concerning  any  of  tlie  perpetrators  of  the  slaughter. 

Two  men  only  vrere  brought  to  trial  for  an  ofibnco  which  the 
government  were  so  anxious  to  detect  and  punish.  William 
M'Lauchlan,  footman  to  the  Countess  of  Wemjrss,  who  is  men 
tinned  in  the  re^mrtof  the  $olicitor-General,  (page  34.)  against 
whom  strong  evidence  had  been  obtained,  was  brougnt  to  trial 
in  March,  1737,  charged  as  having  been  accessary  to  the  riot, 
armed  with  a  Lochnber-axe.  But  this  man  (who  was  at  all 
times  a  silly  creature)  proved,  that  he  was  in  a  sti^te  of  mortal 
intoxication  during  the  time  be  was  present  with  tlie  rabble, 
incapable  of  giving  them  eitlier  advice  or  assistance,  or,  indeed, 
of  knowing  what  he  or  they  wore  domg.  He  was  also  able  to 
prove,  that  he  -waa  forced  into  the  riot,  and  upheld  while  tbeiv 
'  3  ^ 


TALES-OP  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Cjcap.  Yin* 


by  ftrnbnkerv.  whnputaLoeha}M>r-axc  intohinhnnd.  T>ii>  jiirr. 
wi><c!y  judstii/  tlim  ituor  rri>niuri>  rould  toiin  pnipcr  viilijeci  (il 
|iuni:-hMi(ni,  fdiiiid  (111-  pniici  Ndi  ruiliy.  Tiiu  namtr  wiuwl  war 

Sivun  111  llie  cn^p  of  ThiimiH  Liiiiniit;.  iiIkd  im  iit:<iiH>tl  in  t>u* 
^ilicit«ir'<  Tiicnii^ri:i:,  wlio  \iR«  truil  in  17J.-.  In  -flMirJ.  nciMior 
iVn.  nor  for  a  Inn;  pt.Tioil  flftfTuarn-i,  ivnp  niir  ilii"-^  rliscvvvrvu 
rchilinfr  tu  ihc  rinruni/atuiii  ortlit;  purtroiiK  I'lot. 

The  iiri.i-'in:ition  of  Hit*  iK-opU-  of  Kdint'iircli  wax  innir  irri- 
toUKi.  ami  t.icir  ruriiK>ity  krut  awiiki:.  !■>  lliu  injsUfry  aitfiul- 
ill?  Ilirs  cvi'.nT  linnry  r<.ii.«p;mry.  It  wn-  si'iMT.illy  n.M">rti<l  of 
iujrii  r.rt'ivi-.  of  KntrttiurL'li  n*.  Imvin::  h-fl  tin-  city  »"  >"«nli.  re- 
iurti»-(l  with  1  furiuno  ainQti>r'd  in  fnitML'n  ('•mntririi.  ihrit  thfy 
had  uri^ii).i::y  rtod  un  iiccjunt  of  th.-ir  sli..re  iii  ihu  l*nr»vuu.s 
Aloli.  Mill  .i;tl"  rnriht  rnii  b  •tiUarht'd  to  the^.'  •iurinii^ri.  a:«  in 
moFt  of  tl:"  rns'.'^  rli'-y  nn*  oiii>Vn<iirn-d  u>  diiti-s.  and  iii  iimif 
■uppijriwii  hy  :iiiy  thiiiL'  t'lii  \:i:ni>'  nniinurrt,  cp>undi:d  on  (he 
vnliuaryu  -ri  iii"tl,c\u!i'?ir.  tu  iiiiiiiti*  ihi-  -.urrf^!"  i»f  pro-r-^^rmi* 
iriun  I'i  s:ini>-iiii;ili',-|Kiii:i  esoun**'.  'Ihi'  -frn'l  hivlwy  i»f  Iht-  I'ur- 
tcdiiri  M'ilj  1. 1>  l-i'i'ii  nil  iiiio  iliiy  uri-;i\<>li-«l  :  iiiit!  it  h>i4  ulwajsi 
hcc.u  iiniiti  i|  ;i>  II  rliiM-,  dnriii;.'.  und  •  .-!i<-uiiili  d  net  of  vitili  nrv,  ol 
anaiur*  i.^ -njiariy  rh.i'.irtiTi-tir  nl  lliu  r?rorti«h  i*fi|ili-. 

NfitT'M.  i'->^.  ihi*  Hii!iii-r.  fur  H  rnii-idonihiu  tiiiic.  nouri'lu'd 
hoiNs  t  •li:i-.<  I'miiul  liiiii«i>lf  i-imMiiI  Id  throA*  Hmic  hplit  uii  linn 
my^riTii  ■>  >'iirf.  An  Did  ir.u:t,  uhi>  <ii>d  n\nmt  iwm'y  yiTir* 
BL'n.  «•  lilt-.,  i'  i-nri'(tn?i>  of  nn)'  ry-thru*.  WQ.-  •>tii<l  lohiiwiiiUdc- 
a  ciiiii'i.iM  i:it.<>ii  lo  ilio  c'<T::\iiian  v>\\n  att'riidud  uikmi  hi- 
(liULih  !.i-  I.  r-  »•:■«•.': ;ii!r  Ihn  i»ru'in  of  Hi's  Portinu-i  ."Muh.  Tlii» 
IHTMiii  f.i!:<i,M.-i!  tin-  trndf  of  fl  c:ir|n-nr(r.  ii:iil  h:ul  lK.-f.M>tiii|i!iiy- 
cd  n<  Lii  ■<!  i>-!  il:(-  •-.-tiilr*  Iff  a  t':iiii!)y  of  (•.•■ili  no.-  itmi  I'l'iiiiiiinn. 
His  rlir:r-ii  r>  '.  in  \,\r,  Inn;  of  hu.-  inul  anion:: ^t  hm  lii'i -/hi  uur^. 
«  4*  i«.<-.-.l-i)!.  :iiid  iirs-4-r  iitidirwi'nl  tiii'-liL'lit"!it  ^u»|•l«'l■•ll.  ill/- 
Ciinf*'----'!:)  wan  m-.ni  to  hrtvu  ^cca  to  ihf  f'lllowiiiz  [■uiim"-. 
That  h"  -a:  «  iii!i>  iif  tuTlvi-  youiii:  nu'll  l-ron-'iii^  to  rh»'  iiiliif-- 
of  l'i<tl.>:i>-i|.  w  iiiwo  aMiMinoilir  .'ii^ainHt  I'uiU'oiin,  on  aciviiint  of 
tho  i;'.-i-ii':-  n  of  WiIhijm.  wan  f'»  pxtii-iiii-.  flint  lh«.y  ivs'>l\i-a 
to  vXk  •■■i(>-  \.  'It!  onrofiii  him  w  iih  thisr  u%mi  haiHU.  rarht.>r  than 
li(!ii'f--i:'.ii-->-:i;,<''  {'iiui-^hinrnr.  With  llii.>  ri>!>oiiiiion  iiii->  i-rii->i>i-d 
tlif  F<-ri!i  ;:*  •lifr-n-iir  frrru-^.  ai:ii  n.-l.'.!i.-'Viiii*iMi  rit  tin-  -ui  int* 
ni'Jid  l'i»rr.!.ijri'!i.  wJM-n-  thi.ir  :-,i',  virhnn'  niat>ody  souii  caili-'l 
niiitii  •To  iiri..i-id  ihirtn.  Tn(>  piiiiJic  mind  Ma«  in  Mii'h  n  >:uri.' 
vf  irii'-ifinii  r»:.it  ii  only  waiihd  a  !.iii::!c  n\-i:rk  to  cn'ati'onvx- 
plo-ii.;i  :  :iii-i  ilim  \v:,«  .'ilfiirdcd  hy  Mn;  i^\«Ttl'«iiiiof  lhi>  Kinall  i.lid 
di-n-rpi  .I'll  iiiiid  of  .■K'iMr'aii-d.  ThoapiKaruiipf  of  pimi'diUi- 
tion  .'■••.I  ii:i|-r  uhi'-li  ilistnuniishcd  tiic-  not,  .'irrordiii?  *o  liiii 
ncri  •w.,  h.id  it^  o:'i!Mii.  nut  in  any  pri-viiiu<>  plan  ur  ooi:«piiH<'.y, 
l:<ii  ill  It.,'  !■  .-.  rr  tvr  ..f  those  ivhn  \vin'<:n!iL>-d  in  it.  Tu"  ht'-ry 
(li.'i  .<  M  .:■(  ',,,  xif.w  ivh.:'  nntliiri:  of  tiiu  om::ii)  of  the  riot  has 
CMT  I.'  ■  n  ti.-iMn.'nil.  nin.-*'.  tlio-iKh  in  it^eif  a  rreal  niiiii:.*:!.!- 
tiwn.  i;«  S'lurr...  ai.-irdi.':!:  to  r|ii.Hiiccoui:t,  \vu4  Iruiu  an  ul^^cuii- 
ai.-l  .i  •;  :i<':iily  lUinU'iiii'tti'  r.iu.-f. 

I  |.-i\.'  ».M.  aHiMpiNiititi-d.  howi.'vfr,  inoblainiiiptliooviil'-nrt! 
on  \v».:.-'i  !••  *  -lory  h'>t«>.  Tli'.-  prvwiit  pionrii.'iurof  liiu  «i«ni;i; 
cm  \^lo.*li  t'l'-  i'!d  iii'in  (fKHl,  (n.  |i.irnrulnr  friend  of  tlic  iiuihor.) 
HiMi'-fii-.'k  t..  i;iii>sii(Mi  Ihf  "Oil  «if  lh«:  dLTi:nM:d  on  the  ^n^;<■..:t. 
ThH  i'(r«'iii  f>i  |ou>  hifi  futliiT'h  !'ai>.  anil  hol<U  Die  *»nip!ov- 
mi'iit  of  {-ai;  miicr  to  ih>;  mw  fi:inily.  ih-  admit^'.  tiial  hut 
faUi«.-A  CO  ii:r  i.timad  f:f  tlio  time  <.f  t'.c  rorteiiiis  .Mii'i  \vji< 

Ko]'h:h'\  h'T.'iiilid  Uthi!*  li.iviii:,'hi>Miroi nii'd  in  that  rilfiiir; 
ui  .'■•:■!-.  II. -I*.  -iii'>ira)i  iskuounto  hiin.  tiii.-oid  man  iia<l  n<'«<T 
ma'  •.•:•..•  i'i»>f-  -Min  tt>  that  «':y>.'Cl  :  and.  on  ihp  r<-iiirary,  had 
umrurn  '.■  It  I'lii;  li-  ins  iin-.-at,  .Mvkmd  frund  th<  riNin-  hail 
r'roii'-.:  ;o  ;  .rw.,!.  from  w  hoin  hi-  had  t'unnirlj  htani  Ihi*  -jtiir)  . 
bur  «h:».  f  tl.iT  from  r*-.- ;"■«•»  to  anolu  frii'n<i'i»ni"imiry.  ortuni 
fllilii—  ol  I  i>  otvn.  Ii:i|i::'i.td  In  huM-  forjotri-n  rjial  ■■icfMifh  a 
ronin.iii.  .niioa  \i:m  innd.-  >-iiii)  o'lr/tiij  i'.irri'«ptini!tii'  twin* 
in  a  fox-hii  '.  r-  wroi.'  lo  nn-  t!..ii  tu*  wu*  ronij  l«-»«  !y  ;.  :\:-\l; 
ai'il  ull  t;<  j;  mi,  }.•■  ^.11.1  wi'h  n  -1 « «  «  lo  'he  irmhlion  l*,  tiiat  if 
Cbrtamij  oi.rr  cxui<.u.  ami  Ha^  ^ivii'.TUii)  Dc':»v\i.'d 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

A.ti-fV  Si-at  sh-'tj  I»o  niv  }-t\. 

I'll.' .-hi  ii.-  -.1,  III  ni-«  r  L»i-  n't-.s'd  hy  mc  ; 
Hv  Aiiii.;.'-  well  ^l^lM  hi-  mv  drink, 

Sii'  !ny  ir::..>-lmv>  fur-ikia  ir.-.  0!I  ft:r?. 

If  I  wcri!  fur-lioosc  a  stoi  from  which  the  ri.sin^  or 
BCttiii-'  Hiiii  rijulil  be  srcn  to  ttio  ^rrairst  nosBihlc  ad- 
vamu::i'.  it  wi^nld  bi-  th:it  wild  purh  wiiidiim  arr.»uiiil 
th«;  fii.i'  I'f  i!»'.-  hi^:Ii  In  li«.if  s«  iiii-rirculur  fiicks,  calhil 
Sal'*-:  :;r;.-  <">.«'-•>•,  and  iiiarkin:;  tlic  vc-r^v  of  flit'  sfrt-p 
d«&ci  lit  uhicli  i^'.upLSiIuwii  iiiii>  ihfL'lcii  «iii  tht:  somh- 
t'aeJt«T:i  si'if  «if  thf  city  of  Kiiiiiliiir;^h.  Tlic  prosp'  '"i, 
in  its  L^oiKr.ii  outliiiu,  coiiiiiiaiid:;  a  closc-built,  IiIl^Ii- 
piiod  city,  sln-tchiiii;  itrclf  out  beneath  in  a  funn. 
which,  to  a  romantic  imn^iiiatiun,  may  be  snpp^iHi-d 
to  rt'..i»  «:'iit  .hat  of  a  dragon;  now,  a  noble  arm  of 
the  Ecn,  with  itsrocki>,  isles,  dial  a  lit  sshorci*,  and  boim- 
dar>' of  mountains ;  and  now,  a  fair  and  fi^rtilcrham- 
paiim  country,  varied  with  hill,  dalo.  and  rock,  and 
skiittxl  hv  the  picture«iiu:ridi;oof  tlic  Pcntland  Moun- 
tuins.  Jhit  a^  tlic*  path  gently  circle.*?  around  the  batiic 
of  «hi'  rlitfs,  the  prosmect,  composed  as  it  is  of  these 
enchant in^  and  Bublime  obiectf*,  chanjicR  at  every 
■te^i,  and  presH.nt8  them  hicndcd  with,  or  divided  from, 
each  oiiier,  in  every  pof>sihle  variety  which  can  gratify 
thortv.'tnd  /i7<>i>iJoi.'i nation.  When  a  piece  of  sccflery 
so  If  autifuJ,  yvt  so  ran'rf/^—sn  exciting  by  its  intri- 
mtSLJI-  ^*'' ^  sublime,— 18  liahtvtl  up  hy  thu  tints 
«r  wornujfg  or  of  evening,  and  display  oa  (JuiC  variety 


of  shadowy  depth,  exchanged  with  partial  brilliancy, 
which  gives  character  even  lo  t)|p  tamest  of  land 
KcapciS  the  etiect  approaches  near  to  enchantment. 
This  path  ii.oed  to  be  my  fa\ourite  evening  and  morn- 
ing resort,  when  engaged  with  a  favourite  author,  or 
new  puhii-ct  of  study.  It  is,  I  am  inform* tl,  now 
Income  totally  impa6:>aMe ;  a  circumstance  wliicli,  if 
true,  n.tlecis  little  credit  on  the  taste  of  the  Good 
Town  or  its  leaders.* 

It  was  from  thi.s  fascinating  path— the  scene  to  me 
of  so  much  delicious  musin'J^  when  life  wae  youn^ 
ai]d  promisfd  to  be  happy,  that  I  have  Uen  unable  to 
pass  it  over  without  an  episodical  deHcription— it 
was,  I  say,  from  this  romantic  path  that  Uuth-r  saw 
the  nioriiim;  arise  the  day  after  thi;  murder  of  Poric- 
ous.  It  wari  possiidc  for  him  with  ease  to  havi  fuiuid 
a  much  shorter  road  to  the  house  to  which  he  vias 
directing  his  course,  and,  in  fact,  that  which  heehoso 
was  extpnuly  i'ircuilousi.  But  to  a)mposc  Li.-*  own 
spirits,  as  wtll  a?  lo  while  away  the  time,  until  a 
prone r  hour  for  visiting  the  family  without  surprise 
or  (lislurbance,  he  was  induced  to  extend  his  cinoit 
by  the  fool  of  the  rocks,  and  to  lincrer  upon  his  way 
until  the  morning  should  i>e  considerably  advnnciif. 
While,  now  standing  with  hi's  arms  across,  and 
waiting  the  slow  projiress  of  the  sun  above  tiir  hori- 
zt)n.  now  pjitini:  upon  one  of  tl)«:  niimwous  frrinm.  nts 
w;hich  storms  had  detached  from  the  roeks  aiH>Yo 
him,  he  i.«  meditating,  altimately,  upon  tiie  hoihllu 
cata.strophe  which  he  had  witm'sserl,  and  upon  fhc 
melancholy,  and  to  him  mo?t  interesting',  newswhirji 
he  had  learned  at  Saddletree's,  we  will  ^'ivc  ihc 
reader  to undrrsland  who  Builer  was,  and  how  hi.*  fate 
was  eonneetfd  with  that  of  Eflie  Deans,  the  i:n!or:i:- 
nafe  h.'ind-maiilen  of  the  can  ful  .Mrs.  iSaddUtrec. 

Reuben  Ihitlir  was  of  En;-'lish  extraction,  thouirh 
horn  in  »Scoi!ai:d.  ilis  graiidi'athcr  was  a  truojier  in 
Monk's  army,  and  one  of  the  party  of  dirimounrwi 
dragoons  which  formed  the  forlorn  hone  at  tb,**  siMnii- 
irig  of  Dun-lee  in  liJOl.  fc>tt  phen  lUilLr  (eallwl.  frwin 
his  talents  in  readinpandexpoumlintr.  Scriprure  f>te- 
phen,  and  liible  Kiitli  r)  was  a  stanch  indppeiifli  nt, 
and  receivecl  in  its  fullest  comprehension  theproinisa 
that  the  saints  should  inherit  the  earth.  As  hcird 
knocks  were  what  had  chii  ily  fallen  Xfi  hia  share 
hitherto  in  the  division  of  this  common  pniperty.  ho 
lust  not  the  oppnriiinity  which  the  storm  and  pMi'ndtT 
of  a  commercial  plan?  alTonl-^l  him,  to  a[»propria»e  as 
large  a  share  of  the  better  things  of  ibis  worM  a:^  ho 
could  P'l^sibly  compass.  It  would  seem  t!iat  he  liad 
succeeded  imiiJlirLnily  well,  for  his  exterior  circiim- 
staners  appiand,  in  constqutnce  of  this  event,  to 
have  been  much  m«ndnl. 

The  troop  to  which  he  bi.'longed  was  qtiartcrfd  at 
the  villau'e  of  Dalkeith,  as  forming  the  body  «.Miard  ot 
Monk,  wb'i.  in  tise  capacity  of  general  for  tin-  i'ora- 
monwealrh.residfil  in  tlifncighliouring castle.  When. 
yn\  the  evi'of  the  Restoration,  the  seUural  ei^mmenc'.a 
his  inanMi  from  Scotland,  a  measure  pregnant  with 
such  important  con  serine  nets,  he  new-niodilUd  h:a 
triM)pp,  ami  more  especially  those  immediately  al'Min 
his  person,  in  order  that  they  might  consist  ent.ruy 
of  individuals  devotetl  to  himself.  On  this  occasion 
Scripture  Strplien  was  wei?hcti  in  the  balance,  r.nd 
founil  wanting.  It  was  supposed  he  felt  no  call  to 
any  e.\'pidition  which  might  endanger  the  rci::;n  of 
the  military  saintho<.)d,  and  that  he  did  not  conj-idcr 
himse-If  as  trev  in  conscience  to  join  with  nnv  party 
which  might  be  likely  ultimatelv  to  aeknowl-^lgt  the 
interest  oif  Charles  Stewart,  the  son  of  'the  last 
man,"  as  Cliarles  I.  was  famiharly  and  irreverently 
termed  by  them  in  their  common  discourse,  as  wefl 
as  in  their  moreelaborate  predications  and  haraninies. 
As  the  time  did  not  admit  of  cashiering  Mich  dissi- 
dent.s,  Stephen  Butler  was  only  advised  in  a  frientily 
way  to  give  up  his  horse  and  accoutrements  to  one  of 
Middletoti's  old  troopers,  who  possesse'd  an  accom< 
modating  conscience  of  a  military  stamp,  and  which 
squared  Itself  chiefly  upon  those  of  the  colone!  and 
paymaster.     As  this  hmt  came  recommended  by  n 

*  A  hmutiful  and  solid  pothwarhai,  withitt  a  ftw  rcflr«.bc«ni 
formod  nmund  tli<>w  romantin  rocki:  and  tho  nutlmr  liai  th« 
pli:af ure  to  think,  Uial  iVw  ViL<9a|«  ia  U»  taxt  fava  riae  to  IM 
undflriakiDQ. 


utf^vm.] 


THB  HBAfiT  OF  MID-UOTfiUK. 


«tMiimofan«artpreMiithrp»yiable,  Stephen  had 
ami  wisdom  enouga  to  emnrace  the  proposal,  and 
%:±  great  indifference  saw  his  old  corps  depart  for 
Cbtisoeam,  on  their  iroute  for  the  south,  to  establish 
ie  tottering  government  of  England  on  anew  basis, 
the  lOM  of  the  ex-trooper,  to  nse  Horace's  phrase, 
vas  weighty  eciou^  to  purchase  a  cottage  and  two 
<f  three  fields,  (suU  known  by  the  name  of  .Beer- 
ikba,)  within  about  a  Scottish  mile  of  Dalkeith ; 
lod  there  did  Stephen  establish  himself  with  a  youth- 
fid  hdfHnate^  choeen  out  of  the  said  village,  whose 
di9<Milion  to  a  comfortable, settlement  on  this  side 
of  ihe  grave  reconciled  her  to  the  gruff  manners,  se- 
iwBS  temper,  and  weather-beaten  features  of  the 
martial  enthusiast.  Stephen  did  not  long  survive 
too  falling  on  "  evil  days  and  evil  tongues,"  of  which 
Milton,  in  the  same  predicament,  so  mournfully  com- 
plaiof.  At  his  death  his  consort  remained  an  early 
w^ow,  with  a  male  child  of  three  years  old,  which, 
ia  the  sobriety  wherewith  it  demeaned  its^  in  the 
old;-fuhione4  and  even  grim  cast  of  its  features,  and 
in  ite  sententious  mode  of  expressing  itself,  would 
6u5icicntly  have  vindicated  the  honour  o(  the  widow 
4f Beersheba,  had  anyone  thought  proper  to  chal- 
id)^  the  babe's  descent  from  Bible  Butler. 

Butler's  orinciples  had  not  descended  to  his  family, 
w  extended  themselves  among  his  neighbours.  Tlie 
lir  of  Scotland  was  aUen  to  the  growin  of  indepen- 
iencf,  however  favourable  to  fanaticism  under  other 
colours.  But,  nevertheless,  they  were  not  forgotten : 
ind  t  catain  neighbouring  lair(L  who  piqued  himselt 
BPOQ  the  loyalty  of  his  principles  "in  the  worst  of 
tunes,"  (though  I  never  heard  they  exposed  him  to 
more  peri]  than*  that  of  a  broken  bead  or  a  night's 
wdgiQg  in  the  main  guard,  when  wine  and  cnvaljer- 
mn  predominated  in  his  imper  story,)  had  found  it  a 
cooyenient  thing  to  rake  tl^  all  matter  of  accusation 
Maiost  the  deceased  Stephen.  In  this  enumeration 
us  rdigious  principles  made  no  small  figure,  as,  in- 
vMd.  they  must  have  seemed  of  the  most  exagge- 
itted  enormity  to  one  whose  own  were  so  small  and 
10  fiabtly  traced  as  to  be  well  nigh  fanperceptible. 
Ill  these  circumstances,  poor  widow  Butler  was  sup- 
pued  with  her  full  proportion  of  fines  for  non-con- 
lonmty,  and  all  the  other  oppressions  of  the  time, 
andl  Beersheba  was  fairly  wrenched  out  of  her  hands, 
»M  became  the  property  of  the  Laird  who  had  so 
wantonly,  as  it  had  hitherto  appeared,  persecuted 
ilua  poor  forlorn  woman.  When  his  purpose  was 
liiriy  achieved,  he  showed  some  remorse  or  modera- 
twn,  or  whatever  the  reader  may  please  to  term  it,  in 
Pwniuiing  her  to  occupy  her  husband's  cottage,  and 
wluvate,  on  no  very  heavy  terms,  a  croft  of  land  ad- 
jacent. Her  son,  Eksinamm,  in  the  meanwhile,  grew 
«P  to  man's  estate,  and,  moved  by  that  impulse  which 
wea  men  seek  marriage,  even  when  its  end  can 
only  be  the  perpetuation  oi  misery,  he  wedded  and 
Jroughi  a  wife,  and,  eventually,  a  son,  Reuben,  to 
i?  "*®  poverty  of  Beersheba. 
The  Laird  of  Dumbiedikes*  had  hitherto  been 
Moderate  in  his  ejections,  perhaps  because  he  was 
tibamed  to  tax  too  highly  the  miserable  means  of 
•opport  which  remained  to  the  widow  Butler.  But 
JJhen  a  stout  lictive  young  fellow  appeared  as  the  la- 
w?r  of  oho  croft  in  question,  Dumbiedikes  began 
^'JiJaiak  so  broad  .a  pair  of  shoulders  might  bear  an 
•National  burden.  He  regulated,  indeed,  his  manage- 
weniof  his  dependents  (who  fortunately  were  but  lew 
*  number)  much  upon  the  principle  of  the  carters 
]»hoin  he  observed  loading  their  carts  at  a  neigh- 
fynag  coal-hill,  and  who  never  failed  to  clap  an  ad- 
Jjjjwial  brace  of  hundred-weighta  on  their  burden,  so 
woo  as  by  any  means  they  had  conuMssed  a  new 
fJ5>J  of  somewhat  superior  strength  to  that  which 
Bi^  broken  down  the  day  before.  However  reason- 
Mte  ttui  practice  appeared  to  the  Laird  of  Dumbie- 
Jw««i  he  ought  to  nave  observed,  that  it  may  beover- 
T^  VM  that  it  infos,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
'T'niction  and  loss  of  both  horse,  cart,  and  loading, 
w  3*!il^**^^  Ml«el»d  w  doMriptive  of  the  tacitnni  ehane- 
^^UM  iDMnuuT  owner,  i«  imUv  the  oftme  of  a  Iioqm  bor- 
jT«»oo  the  Kios's  Park,  ao  railed  t>ocauM  the  lato  Mr.  Braid- 
ku^y  twtTuctor  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  tosided  there  with 
Tzgw*  The  eitiMtion  of  the  real  booie  m  dUftreot  from  that 
'*'»■»*  <otha  ideal  laanaion 


Even  so  it  befell  when  tbs  additional  "prastafidn^ 
came  to  be  demanded  of  Bemarain  Butler.  A  raaii 
of  few  words,  and  few  ideas,  but  attached  to  Beer- 
sheba with  a  feeling  like  that  which  a  vegetable  en- 
tertains to  the  spot  in  which  it  chances  to  be  planted, 
he  nether  remonstrated  with  the  Laird,  nor  endea- 
voured to  escape  ft-om  hiiZL  but  toiling  night  and  day 
to  accompUsh  the  terms  ol  his  taak-master,  fell  into 
a  burning  fever  and  died.  His  wife  did  not  long  sur- 
vive him ;  and,  as  if  it  had  been  the  fate  of  tms  fa- 
mily to  be  left  orphans,  our  Reuben  Butler  w^s,  about 
the  year  1704-6,  left  in  the  same  circumstances  in 
which  his  father  had  been  placed,  and  under  the  same 
guardianship,  being  that  of  his  grandmother,  the  wi- 
dow of  Moim's  olcT trooper. 

The  same  prospeet  of  misery  hung  over  the  head 
of  another  tenant  of  this  hard-hearted  lord  of  the 
soil.  This  was  a  tough  true-blue  Presbyterian,  called 
Deans,  who,  though  most  obnoxious  to  the  Laird  on 
account  of  principles  in  church  and  state,  contrived 
to  maintain  his  ground  upon  the  estate  by  regular 
payment  of  mail-duties,  kain.  arriage,  carriage,  dry 
multure,  lock,  gowpen,  and  knavoehii),  and  all  the 
various  exactions  now  oonmiuted  for  money,  and 
summed  up  in  the  emphatic  word  bent.  But  the 
years  1700  and  1701,  long  remembered  in  Scotland  (of 
dearth  and  general  distress,  subdued  the  stout  heart 
of  the  agricultural  whig.  Citations  by  the  ground- 
officer,  decreets  of  the  Baron  Court,  sequestrations, 
poindings  of  outsight  and  insight  plenishing,  fiew 
about  his  ears  as  fast  as  ever  the  tory  ouUets  wliistled 
around  those  of  the  Covenanters  at  Peniland.  Both- 
well  Brigg,  or  Airsmoss.  Struggle  as  he  might,  and 
he  struggled. gallantly,  "Douce  David  Deans"  v/as 
routed  horse  and  foot,  and  lay  at  the  mercy  of  his 
^-asping  landlord  just  at  the  time  that  Benjamin 
Butler  died.  The  fate  of  each  family  was  anticipated ; 
but  they  who  prophesied  their  expulsion  to  beggary 
and  ruin,  were  disappointed  by  an  accidental  circum- 
stance. 

On  the  very  term-day  whoi  their  ejection  should 
have  taken  place,  when  all  their  neighbours  were 
prepared  to  pity,  and  not  one  to  assist  them,  the  mi- 
nister of  the  parish,  as  well  as  a  doctor  from  Edin- 
burgh, received  a  hasty  summons  to  attend  the  Laird 
of  Dumbiedikes.  Both  were  surprised,  for  his  con- 
ten)pt  for  both  faculties  had  been  pretty  commonly 
his  theme  over  an  extra  bottle,  that  is  to  say,  at  least 
once  every  day.  The  leech  for  the  soul,  and  he  foi 
the  body,  alighted  in  the  court  of  the  little  old  manor- 
house  at  ahnost  the  same  time ;  and  when  they  had 
gazed  a  moment  at  each  other  with  some  surprise, 
they  in  the  same  breath  expressed  their  conviction 
that  Dumbiedikes  must  needs  be  very  ill  indeed,  since 
he  summoned  them  both  to  his  presence  at  once. 
Ere  the  servant  could  usher  them  to  his  apartment 
the  party  was  augmented  by  a  man  of  law,  Nichil 
Novit,  writing  himself  procurator  before  the  Sheriff- 
court,  for  in  those  days  there  were  no  solicitors.  This 
latter  personage  was  first  summoned  to  the  apart- 
ment of  the  Laird,  where^  after  someslort  8i>ace,  the 
soul-curer  and  the  'body-curer  were  invited  to  join 
him. 

Dumbiedikes  had  been  bv  this  time  transported  in- 
to the. best  bedroom,  used  only  upon  occasions  of 
death  and  marriage,  and)  called,  firom  the  former  of 
these  occupations,  the  Dead-Room.  There  were  in 
this  apartment,  besides  the  sick  person  himself  and 
Mr.  Novit,  the  son  and  heir  of  the  patient,  a  tall 
gawky  silly-looking  boy  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  and  a 
housdceeper,  a  good  buxom  figure  of  a  woman,  be- 
twixt forty  and  fifty,  who  had  kept  ^  keys  and  ma 
naged  matten  at  Dumbiedikes  since  the  lady's  death. 
It  was  to  these  attendants  that  Dumbiedikes  address- 
ed himself  pretty  nearly  in  the  following  words ;  tem- 
poral and  roiritual  matters,  the  care  of  nis  health  and 
his  affairs,  being  strangely  jumbled  m  a  head  which 
^as  never  one  of  the  clearest. 

*^  These  are  sair  times  wi'  me,  gentlemen  and  neigh- 
bours! amaist  as  ill  as  at  the  aughty-nine,  when  I 
was  rabbled  by  the  coUegeanerB.t---They  mistook  me 


*  Immediately  previoua  to  the  RevolatioD,  the  ttudcnti  at  jm 
IMinbarfh  CoIImo  weie  violent  anticatholica.  Thi^  wets 
•iroofiyiufpected  ofbinTiiiiff  the  houea  of  PnaiMWd,beliMifini 
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muckle— they  caM  mo  a  papist,  but  tliere  was  never  ! 
a  papist  bit  about  me,  mmister.— Jock,  yu'il  take 
wanimjt— it's  a  debt  we  moun  a'  pay,  and  there 
Btands  Nichil  Novit  that  will  tell  ye  1  was  never 
gudo  at  paying  debts  in  my  life.—Mr.  Novit,  ye'U  no 
toTiitH  to  draw  the  annual  rent  that's  duoon  the  yerl's 
band— if  I  pay 'debt  to  other  folk,  I  think  they  suld 
pny  it  to  mc— that  equals  aquais. — Jock,  when  ye  hac 
nacthing  else  to  do,  ve  may  be  aye  sticking  in  a  tree ; 
it  will  Imj  irrowini?,  Jock,  when  ye're  sleepmg.*  My 
father  tauld  mc  sae  fortv  years  sin',  but  i  ne  er  fand 
time  to  mind  him— Jock,  ne*er  drink  brandy  in  the 
niurniii;r,  it  files  the  stamach  sair;  gin  ye  take  a 
mom i n s;  s  draught,  lut  it  be  aqua  mirabilis;  Jenny 
there  mtikis  it  w<a;I.— Doctor,  my  breath  is  growing 
as  sou  lit  as  a  bn)k«n-winded  piper's,  when  he  has 
plavttJ  for  fuur-and-twentv  hours  at  a  penny- wedding. 
— /riiny.  pit  the  cod  anuath  my  head— but  it's  a  nei-d' 
less!— !Mjis.s  John,  could  ye  think  o'  rattling  ower 
soiuu  bit  i*h<irt  prayer,  it  wad  do  mcgude  maybe,  and 
kf;.  p  Horno  'lueer  thoughts  out  o'  my  head.  Say  somc- 
thiii^  man.'  ^ 

"  F  «.-:iiiiioi  use  a  prayer  like  a  rat-rhyme,"  answered 
the  hijn»st  (.'loriivman;  "and  if  vou  would  have  your 
SDul  ri'drt.Mncd  like  a  prey  from  the  fowlrr.  Laird,  you 
mu.-rt  [i(  i^\-i  slinw  me  your  state  uf  mind." 

"And  slioiiMna  ye  kr-n  that  without  my  telling 
you?"  answered  the  patient,  "What  have  1  b^-en 
piyinj  stiot-nd  an^i  titnd  parfumage  and  vicarage  fur, 
ever  sin'  tlie  aughiy-nine,  and  I  cannn  get  a  spell  of 
a  prayer  fi>r'f,  the  oidy  lime  I  ever  asked  for  anc  in 
my  liiV-  ?— (iang  au-a  wi'  your  whiggerv,  if  that's  a' 
ye' can  do;  aul.i  Ctffatc  Kil.-toup  wad  nao  read  half 
tho  Prayt-r-book  to  me  by  this  time— Awa  wi'  ye!— 
Doctor,  lel'a  .«»ee  if  ye  can  flo  ony  thing  better  for  me." 

'I'iie  doeior,  who  had  obtained  some  information 
in  tile  meanwhile  from  the  housekeeper  on  the  state 
of  his  complaint's,  assured  him  that  medical  art  could 
not  prolou:^  his  life  manv  hours. 

"  Tlieii  d.imn  Mass  John  and  you  haith !"  cried  the 
furious  ami  intractable  patient.  "Did  ye  come  here 
for  naetliing  but  to  tell  nie  that  ye  canna  help  me  at 
tlie  pineli 7  Out  wi'  them,  Jenny— out  o'  the  house! 
and,  Jock,  my  curse,  and  tlie  curse  of  Cromwell,  go 
wi'  ye,  if  yi*  gic  them  either  fee  or  Ivi'jntith,  or  sae 
mnekie  as  a  black  pair  o'  ehev«;rons  !'*t 

Til'.'  ell  r^'yman  and  doctor  made  a  speedy  retiicat 
out  of  thi!  apartment,  wiiile  Dumbiedikes  fell  into 
one  of  tiios*.'  transp«)rts  of  violent  and  profane  lan- 
P'laise,  which  had  procured  him  tht  surname  of 
liamri-me-dikc'.s. — "  Bring  me  tiie  brandy  bottle,  Jen- 
ny, yo  b ,"  lie  cried,  with  a  voice  in  which  passion 

con'tiiiiled  with  pain.  "I  can  die  as  I  have  11  veil 
wnhoiit  fasbmg  ony  o'  them.  But  there's  ao  thing,'* 
lir  said,  sinking  his  voice — "there's  ae  fearful  thing 
hinijjs  about  my  h(art,  and  an  anker  of  brandy  wiuna 
wash  it  away.— The  Deanses  at  Woodend!— I  se- 
quistratMl  them  in  the  dear  years,  and  now  they 
are  to  Hit,  they'll  starve— and  that  Be<?rshrha,  and 
that  aiild  troopi.r's  wife  and  her  oe,  they'll  star^'c — 
thev'll  biurvo :— Look  out,  Jock;  what  kind  o'  night 
is't?" 

"On-ding  o*  snaw,  father,"  answered  Jock,  after 
naving  opened  the  window  and  looked  out  with  great 
coinpoffure. 

"Tlieyll  perish  in  the  drifts!"  said  the  expiring 
Binniir— "they'll  perish  wi'  caidd!— but  I'll  bo  het 
enr-uuh,  n'm  a'  talcs  l>c  true." 

Tins  last  obser>-ation  was  made  under  breath, 
and  in  a  tone  which  made  the  very  attomev  shudder. 
He  tried  his  hand  at  ghostly  advice,  probably  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life,  and  recommeimed,  as  an  opiate 
for  the  au'onized  conscience  of  the  Lai/d,  reparation 
of  the  injuries  he  had  done  to  these  distressed  fa- 
milies, whieh,  heobser\'ed  by  the  way,  the  civil  law 
c»ill«tl  roitUutio  in  inUtrnim.  But  Mammon  was 
struggling  with  Remorse  for  retaining  his  place  in  a 

to  the  Lon]  t'riivoft ;  and  certaiolj  were  fuilty  of  creating  con- 

■idi^niMcriiiK  in  Ib'iS  9. 
*  TUv  niitli<>r  \i:u  l}r<>n  flniu^rpd  bjr  t1i«  asrarancr.  that  thiv 

nalre  miHlr  uf  n'ttDniitifiidinir  arboriruUiin;  (whirh  wn»  actually 

*i'//rf /!"/////  #.»/., V  viT>-  uord*  !»)•  II  tiishlnnii  liiiul.  whik-  im  hn 
^!w//y  Ary/,  /.,  hn  Mijfii  had  t4t  miinh  wvitrht  iviiJi  a  eJcottiMli  earl, 
Mr  t^^fift  •"  /iiipJMnrmff  a  lur^v  tract  ok'  cvuntry. 


bosom  he  had  so  long  possessed ;  and  he  partly  sue* 
ceeded,  as  an  old  tyrant  proves  often  too  strong  for 
his  insurgent  rebels. 

"I  canna  do't,"  he  answered,  with  a  voice  of  de- 
spair. "It  would  kill  mo  to  do't— how  can  ye  bid 
iiie  pay  back  siller,  when  ye  ken  how  I  want  it  ?  or 
dispone  Beersheba,  when  it  lies  sae  weel  into  my  ain 
plairl-nuik7    Nature  made  Dumbiedikes  and  Bcei 

sheba  to  be  ae  man's  land— Slie  dkl,  by  — 

Nichil,  it  wad  kill  me  to  part  them." 

"  But  ye  maun  die  whether  or  no.  Laird,"  said  Mr 
Novit ;  and  maybe  ye  wad  die  easier— it's  but  trj'- 
ing.    I'll  B<-roll  the  disposition  in  nac  time." 

Dinna  speak  o't,  sir,"  replied  Dumbiedikes.  "or 
I'll  fling  the  stoup  at  your  head.— But,  Jock,  lad,  ye 
see  how  the  warld  warstles  wi'  mc  on  my  deathbed 
—be  kind  to  the  puir  creatures  the  Deanses  and  the 
Butlers— be  kind  to  them,  Jock.  Dinna  let  the  wnrKi 
get  a  grip  o'  ye,  Jock— but  ke<'p  the  gear  thegitiit.r ! 
and  wnate'cr  ye  do,  dii^pone  Bi'crslK-ba  at  no  late. 
Let  the  creatures  stay  at  a  moderate  mailing,  and 
hae  bite  and  soup;  it  will  maybe  be  the  be  tier  wi' 
your  father  where  lu;'s  gauii,  lad." 

After  these  contradictory  instructions,  the  Laird 
felt  his  mind  so  much  at  case,  that  he  drank  rline 
bumpers  of  brandy  continuously,  and  "sou^ixd 
nvva,"  as  Jenny  expressed  it,  in  an  attempt  to  smg 
"Deil  stick  the  minister." 

His  death  made  a  revolution  in  favour  of  the  dis- 
tre.*4sed  families.  John  Dumbie.  now  of  Dumbicdikts, 
in  his  own  right,  seenuid  to  be  close  and  selfish  enough ; 
hut  wantiHl  the  grasping  spirit  and  active  mind  of  his 
father;  and  his  guardian  happened  to  agree  with  him 
in  opinion,  that  his  father's  dying  recommendation 
should  be  attended  to.  The  tenants,  therefore,  were 
not  actually  turned  out  of  doors  among  the  snow 
wreaths,  and  were  allowed  wherewith  to  procuri  but- 
ter-milk and  pcas-bannocks,  which  they  eat  uiKler  the 
full  force  of  the  original  malediction.  The  cottage  of 
Deans,  railed  Woodend,  was  not  very  distant  irom 
that  at  Be<Tsheba.  Formerly  there  had  been  little  in- 
tercourse liet^j-i'n  the  families.  Deans  was  a  siunly 
Scotchman,  with  all  sort  of  prejudices  against  the 
southern,  and  the  spawn  of  the  southern.  Moreover, 
Deans  was,  as  we  nave  said,  a  stanch  prtsbytenan, 
of  the  most  rigid  and  unliending  adlieri.nce  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  only  possible  straight  line,  as 
he  was  wont  to  express  himself,  between  right-hand 
heats  and  extrenu^  and  left-hand  defections :  and, 
therefore,  he  held  in  high  dread  and  horror  all  inde- 
pendents, and  whomsoever  he  supposed  ulUed  to 
them. 

But,  notwithstanding  these  national  prejudicrs  and 
religious  professions.  Deans  and  the  widow  Butler 
were  placed  in  such  a  situation,  as  naturally  and  at 
length  created  some  intimacy  betwiH-n  the  families. 
They  had  shared  a  common  danger  and  a  mutual  de- 
li v(  ranee.  They  needed  each  other's  assistance,  like 
a  company,  who,  crossing  a  mountain  sin.am.  are 
compelled  to  cling  close  together,  lest  (he  currfiit 
should  be  too  powerful  for  any  who  arc  not  thus  sup- 
ported. 

On  nearer  acriuaintance,  too.  Deans  abated  some 
of  his  prejudices.  He  found  old  Mrs.  Butler,  though 
not  thoroughly  groundrfd  in  the  extent  and  bearing oi 
the  real  testimony  against  the  defections  of  the  times, 
had  no  opinions  in  favour  of  the  indepc*ndent  party ; 
neither  was  she  an  Englishwoman.  Then-lore,  it 
was  to  be  hoped,  that,  though  she  was  the  widow  of 
an  enthusiastic  corporal  of  Croin well's  dragoons,  her 
grandson  might  be  neither  schismatic  nor  anti-na- 
tional, two  qualities  concerning  which  Goodman 
Deans  had  as  wholesome  a  terror  as  against  papists 
and  maUgnants.  Above  all,  (^for  Douce  Davie  Deans 
had  his  weak  side,)  he  perceived  that  widow  Butler 
looked  up  to  him  with  reverence,  listened  to  iiis  ad- 
vice, and  compounded  for  an  occasional  fling  at  the 
doctrines  of  her  deceased  husband,  to  which,  as  we 
have  seen,  she  was  by  no  means  warmlv  attached,  in 
consideration  of  the  valuable  counsels  which  the 
presbvterian  afforded  her  for  the  management  of  her 
little  farm.  These  usually  concludid  wuh,  "they 
mav  do  otherwise  in  England,  neighbour  Butler,  for 
auglu  I  ken;"  or,"  vi  ma^  U  diibeient  in  A>raig« 
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mmf  or,  **the7  wha  think  diSrently  on  the  great 
^Muckm  of  our  covenanted  reformatioiL  overturn- 

7\tDd  miahgiixgdiDg  the  government  and  discipline 
Ibe  kirk,  anabr^king  down  the  carved  work  of 
MfZton,  might  be  for  sawing  the  craft  wi'  aits ;  but 
I  mf  pease,  pease."  And  as  nis  advice  was  shrewd 
ad  sensible,  though  conc^tedly  given,  it  was  receiv- 
d  with  gratitude,  and  followed  with  resi)ect 

The  intercourse  which  took  place  betwixt  thefami- 
Es  at  Beersheba  and  Woodend,  became  strict  and 
odmate,  at  a  very  early  period,  betwixt  Reuben  But- 
Iff,  with  whom  the  reader  is  already  in  some  degree 
Aoqatinted,  and  Jeanie  Deans,  the  only  child  of  Douce 
Dtvie  Deans  by  his  first  wife,  **  that  singular  Chria- 
tiu  woman,*'  as  he  was  wont  to  express  himself^ 
"whose  name  was  savoury,  to  all  that  knew  her  for  a 
desirable  professor,  Christian  Menzies  in  Hochmagir- 
dk."  Toe  manner  of  which  intimacy,  and  the  con- 
I  thereof!  we  now  proceed  to  relate. 


CHAPTER   IX. 

J  and  Rachel,  though  at  fond  aa  doret, 

yfvn  jrei  diflcreet  and  cautious  in  their  loves, 
Kor  would  attend  to  Cupid's  wild  comfnand^i 
Till  eooi  reflection  bade  tliem  join  Uieir  lianas. 
Vtwn  both  were  poor,  tliey  thouf ht  it  argued  ill 
Of  hasty  love  to  make  them  poorersiiil. 

CiiABBE*8  ParUh  RegUter. 

Whiis  widow  Butler  and  widower  Deans  struggled 
vith  poverty,  and  the  hard  and  steril  soil  of  those 
"pens  and  portions"  of  the  lands  of  Dumbiedikes 
iniich  it  was  their  lot  to  occu^iy^  it  became  gradually 

Spirent  that  Deans  was  to  gam  the  strife,  and  his 
I  m  the  conflict  was  to  lose  it  The  former  was  a 
Bwi,  and  not  much  past  the  prime  of  life— Mrs.  But- 
ler a  woman,  and  aecUned  into  the  vale  of  years. 
This,  indeed,  ought  in  time  to  have  been  balanced  by 
^  circumstance,  that  Reuben  was  growing  upto  as- 
■st  his  grandmother's  labours,  and  that  Jeanie  Deans, 
IS  a  girl,  could  be  onlv  supposed  to  add  to  her  father's 
hoideas.  But  Douce  Davie  Deans  knew  better  things, 
iod  so  schooled  and  trained  the  young  minion,  as  he 
called  her,  that  from  the  time  she  could  walk,  up- 
vudashe  was  daily  employed  in  some  task  or  other 
niuble  to  her  age  and  cnpacity;  a  circumstance 
wiiich,  added  to  her  father's,  dauy  instructions  and 
lecturBB,  tended  \p  give  her  mind;  even  when  a  child, 
tgnve,  serious,  firm,  and  reflectmg  cast.  An  uncom- 
msflly  strong  and  healthy  temperament,  free  from  all 
Bervotts  afiection  and  every  other  irregularity,  which, 
tttacking  the  body  in  its  more  noble  functions,  so 
^ten  innuences  the  mind,  tended  greatly  to  establish 
ibis  fortitude,  simplicity,  and  decision  of  character. 
.  On  the  other  hand,  Reuben  was  weak  in  constitu- 
tioQ,  and,  though  not  timid  in  temper,  might  be  safe- 
tr  prodounced  anxious,  doubtfid,  aha  apprehensive. 
He  partook  of  the  temperament  of  his  mother,  who 
Btd  died  of  a  constimption  in  early  age.  He  was  a 
Ptl(,  thin,  feeble,  sickly  boy,  and  somewhat  lame, 
from  an  accident  in  early  youth.  He  was,  besides, 
toe  child  of  a  doting  grandmother,  whose  too  solicit- 
OQS  attention  to  him,  soon  taught  him  a  sort  of  diffi- 
dence in  himself^  with  a  disposition  to  overrate  his 
«WQ  importanccL  which  is  one  of  the  very  worst  con- 
Bequenoes  that  children  deduce  fi-om  over-indulgenca 
Still,  however,  the  two  children  clung  to  each 
other's  society,  not  more  from  habit  than  from  taste. 
<D«y  herded  together  the  handful  of  sheep,  with  the 
^wo  or  three  cows,  which  their  parents  turned  out 
fuher  to  seek  food  than  actually  to  liied  upon  the 
^«nek>sed  common  of  Dumbiedikes.  It  was  taere 
{hat  the  two  arcnins  might  be  seen  seated  beneath  a 
Mooniing  bush  of  whin,  their  little  faces  laid  close 
^ofBBther  under  the  shadow  of  the  same  plaid  drawn 
0v«r  both  their  heads,  while  the  landscape  around 
^M  embrowned  bv  tm  overshadowing  cloud,  big 
^ui  the  shower  which  had  driven  the  children  to 
*eltw.  On  othec  occasions  they  went  together  to 
*chooL  the  bov  receiving  ,that  encouragement  and 
gim^  from  nis  ^mpanion,  in  crossing  the  Uttle 
o'ooKs  which  intersected  their  path,  and  encountering 
*•"  dogs,  and  other  perils,  upon  their  journey, 
. .  the  maW  aex  in  such  cases  usually  consider  it 
■•in.  C 
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as  their  prerogative  to  extend  to  the  weaker.  But 
when,  seated  on  the  bench^  of  the  school-house^ 
they  began  to  con  their  lessons  togcthex;  Reuben, 
who  was  as  much  superior  to  Jeanie  Deans  in  acute- 
ness  of  intellect,  as  inferior  to  her  in  firmness  of  con- 
stitution, and  in  that  insensibility  to  fatigue  and 
danger  which  depends  on  the  conformation  of  the 
nerves,  was  able  fullv  to  requite  the  kindness  and 
countenance  with  which,  in  other  circumstances, 
she  used  to  regard  him.  He  was  decidedly  the  best 
scholar  at  the  little  parish  school ;  and  so  gentle  was 
his  temper  and  disposition,  that  he  was  rather  ad- 
mired than  envied  by  the  little  mob  who  occupied  the 
noisy  mansion,  although  he  was  the  declared  favour- 
ite of  the  master.  Several  girls,  in  particular,  (for  in 
Scotland  they  are  taught  with  the  boys,^  longed  to 
be  kind  to,  and  comfort  the  sickly  lad,  wno  was  so 
much  cleverer  than  his  companions.  The  character 
of  Reuben  Butler  was  so  calculated  as  to  ofrer  scopo 
both  for  their  sympathy  and  their  admiration,  the  feel- 
ings perhaps,  through  which  the  female  sex  (the  more 
deserving  part  of  them  at  least)  is  more  easily  attached. 

But  Reuben,  naturtflly  reserved  and  distant,  im- 
proved none  of  these  advantages ;  and  only  became 
more  attached  to  Jeanie  Deans,  as  the  entliusiasiic 
approbation  of  his  master  assured  him  of  fair  pros- 
pects in  future  life,  and  awakened  his  ambition. 
In  the  meantime,  every  advance  that  Reuben  made 
in  learning  (and,  considering  liis  opponunities,  they 
were  uncpnmionly  great)  rendered  nira  less  capable 
of  attending  to  the. domestic  duties  of  his  grandmo- 
ther's farm.  While  studyinq  the  pons  asinorum  in 
Euclid,  hfc  suffered  every  cuddly  upon  the  common  to 
trespass  upon  a  large  field  of  pease  belonging  to  the 
Laird,  and  nothing  but  the  active  exertions  of  Jeanie 
Deans,  with  her  little  dog  Dusliefoot,  could  have 
saved  great  loss  and  conseguent  punishment.  Simi- 
lar miscarriages  marked  his  progress  in  hi^  classical 
studies.  He  read  Virgil's  (jreorgics  till  he  did  not 
know  bear  fi-om  barley;  and  had  nearly  destroyed 
the  crofts  of  Beersheba,  while  attempting  to  cultivate 
them  according  to  the  practice  of  Columella  and 
Cato  the  Censor. 

These  blunders  occasioned  ^ef  tohis  grand-dame, 
and  disconcerted  the  good  opinion  which  her  neigh- 
'bour,  Davie  Deans,  had  for  some  time  entertained  of 
Reuben. 

"I  see  naething  ve  can  make  of  that  silly  callant. 
neighbour  Butler,'  said  he  to  the  old  lady.  "  unless 
ye  train  him  to  the  wark  o'  the  ministry.  And  ne'er 
was  there  mair  need  of  poorfu'  preachers  than  e'en 
now  in  these  cauld  GalUo  dajrs.  when  men's  hearts 
are  hardened  like  the  nether-mill-stone^  till  they  come 
to  regard  none  of  these  things.  It's  evident  thispuir 
callant  of  yours  will  never  be  able  to  do  an  usefu* 
day's  wark,  unless  it  be  as  an  ambassador  from  our 
master ;  and  I  will  make  it  my  business  to  procure  a 
Ucense  when  he  is  fit  for  the  same,  trusting  he  will 
be  a  shaft  cleanly  polished,  and  meet  to  be  used  in 
the  body  of  the  kirk:  and  that  he  shall  not  turn  again, 
like  the  sow,  to  wallow  in  the  mire  of  heretical  ex- 
tremes and  defections,  but  shall  have  the  yeings  of  a  , 
dove,  though  he  hath  lain  among  the  pots." 

The  poor  widow  gulped  down  the  afiiront  to  her 
niisband's  principles,  implied  in  this  caution,  and 
hastened  to  take  Butler  from  the  High  School,  and 
encourage  him  in  the  pursuit  of  mathematics  and  di 
vinity.  the  onlv  physics  and  ethics  that  chanced  to  be 
in  fashion  at  the  time. 

Jeanie  Deans  was  now  compelled  to  part  firom  the 
companion  of  her  labour,  her  study,  and  her  pastime^ 
and  It  was  with  more  than  childish  feeling  that  both 
children  regarded  the  separation.  But  they  wero 
young,  and  nope  was  high,  afld  they  separated  like 
those  who  hope  to  meet  again  at  a  more  auspicious 
hour. 

While  Reuben  Butler  was  acouiring  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  St.  Andrews  the  knowledge  necessary  for  a 
clergyman,  and  macerating  his  body  with  the  priva- 
tions which  were  necessary  in  seeking  food  for  his 
mind^his  grand-dame  became  daily  less  able  toi^rug- 
gle  with  her  Httle  farm,  and  was  at  length  obliired  to 
throw  it  up  to  the  new  Laird  of  Dumbiedikes.  Thai 
great  personage  was  do  absolatu  Jew,  and  did  nat 
8* 
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chcnt  h(»r  in  imking  the  harirain  more  than  was  tolc- 
ralile.  He  L'Vt.n  i;avc  her  jHTinisuion  to  tenant  the 
houso  in  whn.h  she  had  lived  with  h«^r  hiiphand,  os 
lonK  as  it  should  be  "t«  nan  fable;"  only  he  protested 
against  paying  fur  a  farihiriK  of  repairs,  any  bcnevo- 
Itncc  which  he  popsessr;^  bting  of  the  passive,  but 
by  no  means  of  the  active  mood.  ■ 

In  the  meanwhile,  from  superior  BhrewdnepB,  8ki^l, 
and  other  circumstances,  somo  of  them  puR-Iy  acci- 
riditnl,  Davie  Deans  tiained  a  footing  in  the  world, 
the  possession  of  smmiu*  wealth,  the  reputation  of  more, 
and  a  irrowing  dipposiiion  to  pros<'r\e  and  increase 
his  stort" ;  for  which,  when  he  tliought  ui>on  it  seri- 
ously, he  was  inelinwl  to  blame  himself.  From  his 
knowledsc  in  airrieiiltiin',  as  it  was  then  practised, 
he  bwarrie  n  sort  of  favourite  with  the  liaird,  who 
had  no  pleasure  cither  in  active  sports  or  m  society, 
and  WU3  wont  to  end  liis  daily  saunter  by  calling  at 
the  coitaseof  \Vot)dend. 

Bein^  himself  a  man  of  slow  ideas  and  confused 
ntterance,  Dumhicdikes  used  to  sit  or  stand  for  half 
an  hour  with  an  old  lacr-d  hat  of  his  fathtr's  upon 
his  he;:d,  and  an  tinpty  tohacro-pipe  in  his  motith. 
with  his  I'vesfDllowinffJeanif  Deans,  or  "thf  lassie, 
as  he  calli.d  lu.r,  thr')u:;h  the  course  of  h(c  daily  do- 
mestic labour;  while  hor  faihrr,  after exhau^tinfj  the 
Buhiict  of  iMStial.  of  ploughs,  and  of  harrows,  often 
took  an  opportunity  of  jrolns;  full-sail  into  controyer- 
eial  snlnects,  to  wiiich  discussions  the  dijriiitary  list- 
enrJ  wfrh  much  set  mm?  i>atience,  but  without  ma- 
kinsj  any  reply,  or,  indeed,  as  most  people  thou^ilit, 
without  undersianiiin^  a  single  word  of  what  the  or- 
ator \yas  savins.    Dr-ms,  indeed,  dcnird  this  stoutly, 
ne  an  insult  at  once  to  his  own  talents  for  exiwundin;;  j 
hidden  truths,  of  which  he  was  a  little  vain,  and  to  i 
f hp  T.aird's  cnpnoiiy  of  understanding  them.     He 
said  "Dumbicdikes  was  naiio  of  these  flashy  gentles,  | 
wi'    lace  on  thi-ir  tkirts  and  swords  nt  tntir  tails,  | 
that  were  rather  fi)r  ridinj;  on  hors*  hack  to  h»  II  than  i 

n^jin^  barefootetl  to  heaven.  He  wasna  like  his  | 
lailiiT— nao  profane  company-keeper— nae  swearer —  J 
nae  drinker— irae  fn-fpi-  ntrrof  plnv-hou?e,  or  music-  i 
house,  or  fianci ni;-h( Mj.se— nar-  Sahl)ath-brenker — nae  ' 
inipos^r  of  aiihs.  or  bonds,  or  denit  r  of  liberty  to  the  ; 
floek.— He  clav»i  to  the  warld,  and  the  waruf's  pear,  | 
a  wi  e owir  i:v.i<kle,  but  then  then'  was  fiowri  breath- 1 
in;  of  a  l^iIc  ui.»n  lii«<  spirit,"  »S:e.  &.c.  All  this  honest , 
Davii.- ^•alf^  and  btlieVLd. 

It  is  not  t.»  be  s-ippus*  d.  th*it,  by  a  father  at  d  a  man 
of  scn^e  and  lii..-  rvntion,  tlie  constant  dirtH,*ti>n  of  the 
Laird's ey'"«tiiv\.;r<isjea -lie  was altop'thf. rut  notice'!. 
Th:sclreuMl^:■ll!^■...  hf.ivvi  vi.r.  made  a  inuch^nater  im-  ■ 

K res-ion  »:p  in;iiiw!!i.  rni'inbir  of  his  family,  a  second  | 
eljiinal»',  Ij  w.i,  >\li>im  h*:  had  e]j.is«-'n  to  take  to  his 
bosom  t«n  Viar.-' a:t>  r  tiM?  (I'.-a'h  of  his  tirst.     .Some, 
peiiiile  vir-;'of  <;:':ui'>n,  thut  Di'Upj:  Davie  had.  be<-n  ■ 
ralhrr  siiriri-^id  in»o  tiii'^  si'  p.  for  in  L'eneral.  lie  was  j 
no  friend   ro  iiKirr.:ii:i  s  or  ..iivinpr  in  murria^-.',  and  j 
60'.  mid  raih' r  to  nyard  tlmr  state  of  socu-ty  as  a- 
ntc  -isary  i.vil,-  a  thing  lawful,  and  to  befobrattd  in  ! 
til*.' imp.Tfcci  fJtatn  of  our  nature,  but  which  clipped 
th«-  wiu:_'s  with  wliirh  v.i.'o,j:jh?  to  '(oar  upwards,  and  ' 
tt::i«  red  liu'  ?■'«'!  to  it<  nmris-Dnof  clay,  aiul  tln.creu- 
tun.-ciiMif  ivrs  uf  wifi.-  and  bairns.    His  own  j^raetice,  > 
howrvfr,  had  in  this  niaitnal  point  variid  Irom  his 

}.rinci|:l»  s.  s;n«-e,  as  we  bav»'  sn-n,  he  twice  knitted 
or  hiin^iulf  this  dani;i.'rous  and  eii&naring  t mangle-! 
m-uT.  I 

Ui  !«.*cca.  ni*)  spouse,  had  by  no  m'-an"  the  same 
horror  <ii'  matritiwu^y,  and  as  she  made  marriapes  in 
im.iL'imtKui  fi«r  eviry  u»  isiil-our  round,  slu;  failed  not . 
to  inditate  a  mateli"  bitwixt  Duinlue^likvs  and  her- 
step-dai:-:ht<  r  Jranio.  Tiie  poodiuan  used  resularlyi 
10 frown  and  pshaw  win  nr.vv.r  this  tonic  was  toucheil : 
upon,  but  u*-ual!v  emii  d  by  taking  nis  bonnet  and  ■ 
walking  <mt  of  the  housi-  to  conceal  a  certain  £;leam  j 
•>f  satisfaction,  uhich.  at  suih  a  su?r;rcstien,  involun- 
tarily ditfu-'.d  it<.  If  Dvi  r  hi**  austere  iVaturt  s. 

Tuc  mori;  voirdiful  part  of  my  naders  may  nntu- 1 

rally  ask,  wluiiu.r  J«anie  D-ans  was  des«rving  of 

fhJB  mute  attention  of  the  [^aird  of  Dumbiedikes; 

sttd  tite histuri.in,  with  duen-^'ard  to  veracitv,  is  com- 1 

ffv/n/  to  antfx%en  tint  her  personnl  attrnctionB  werel 

r  jfo  uncommon  deacripiioa,    Sha  was  short,  and  1 


rather  too  stoutly  made  for  her  size,  bad  gray  eyea, 
hflfht-coloured  hair,  a  round  good-humourea  face, 
much  tanned  with  the  sun,  and  her  only  peculiar 
charm  was  an  air  of  inexpressible  serenity,  which  a 
pood  conscience,  kind  feelings,  contentc=d  temper,  and 
the  regular  discharge  of  all  her  duties,  spread  over  her 
features.  There  was  nothing,  it  may  bo  supposed, 
very  appalling  in  the  form  or  manners  of  this  nisiic 
heroine;  yet,  whether  fmm  sheepish  bashful ness,  or 
from  want  of  decision  %nd  imperfect  knowltdgf  ot 
his  own  mind  on  the  subject,  the  Laird  oi  Dumbie- 
dikes, with  his  old  lacerl  hat  and  empty  tobacco-pipe, 
came  and  enjoyed  the  beatific  vision  of  Jean ie  Deans 
day  after  day,  wnk  after  week,  year  after  year,  with- 
out proposing  to  accomplish  any  of  the  prophecies  of 
the  step-mother. 

This  good  lady  began  to  ctow  doubly  impatient  on 
the  subject,  when,  after  having  been  some  years  mar- 
ried, she  herself  prcsentetl  Douce  Davie  with  another 
daui^hler,  who  was  named  Ruphemia,  by  corruption, 
Kffie.  It  was  then  that  Rebe^^-ca  began  to  turn  iiri- 
pati«  nt  with  the  slow  pace  at  which  the  Laird's 
wiioing  procetded.  judiciouslv  arguing,  that,  as  Lady 
Dumbiedikes  would  have  but  littlciiccusion  for  tochf  r, 
the  principal  part  of  her  gudeman's  substance  would 
naturally  descend  to  thechild  by  the  second  marrinw. 
Other  step-dames  have  tried  b^ss  laudable  mt  ans  fi»r 
charing  the  way  to  the  succession  of  their  own  cli-ld- 
ren  ;  but  Kibieca,  to  do  hi:r  justi<'e,  only  sohirht  little 
Elfie's  advantage  throuch  the  promotion,  or  whi»h 
must  have  generallv  been  accounted  such,  of  her  rider 
sister.  She  thenforc  tried  every  feinale  art  within 
the  compass  of  hor  simple  skill,  to  bring  the  Laird  to 
a  point;  but  had  the  mortification  to  perceive  that 
her  efforts,  like  those  of  an  unskilful  nngh.r.  only 
scarwl  the  trout  she  meant  to  catch.  Upon  one  occa- 
sion, in  particular,  when  she  joked  with  the  Lairu  on 
the  propriety  of  giving  a  mistress  to  the  house  of 
Dumbiedikes,  he  was  so  effectually  atartbd.  that 
neithir  lace<l  hat,  tobacco-pipe,  nor"  the  intelliaent 
proprietor  of  these  moveables,  visitwl  Woodend  for  a 
fortnight.  Rebecca  was  therefore  comp- 1 letl  to  leave 
the  Lain!  to  proceed  at  his  own  snail's  pace,  con- 
vince*!, by  experience,  of  the  grave-dig'-rer's  aphorism, 
that  your  dull  ass  will  not  mend  his  pace  for  beating. 

Reub(  n,  in  the  meantime,  pursueel  his  studies  at 
the  university,  supplying  his  wants  by  t»aehing  the 
younL'cr  lads  the  knowk»d^re  he  himsrlf  nefuiinif.  and 
thus  at  once  gaining  the  means  of  maintaini!tL'  him- 
»«!f  at  the  seat  of  learning,  and  fixing  in  his  mind 
the  elements  of  what  he  had  already  obtained.  In 
this  manner,  as  is  usual  among  the  poorer  si udenis 
of  (iivinity  at  Scottish  univer'sities,  he  conlriv<d  no; 
only  to  maintain  hims<lf  acconling  to  his  simple 
wants,  but  even  to  send  <x)nsiderable  assistance  to 
his  sole  remaining  parent,  a  sacred  duty,  «»f  whirh 
the  Se(»teh  are  seldom  negligent.  His  pro^Tcss  in 
knowledge  of  a  general  kind,  us  well  as  in  tin  studies 
proper  to  his  profession,  was  very  considerable,  but 
W4S  little  remarknl.  owing  to  the  retired  mod«--!.fyof 
his  di«r»osit!on,  which  in  no  respect  epjalifii-d  hini  t« 
Set  ot^'liis  'i  amirig  to  the  best  advantage.  Ami  thus, 
had  IJutler  been  a  man  given  to  makecompbiinis.  he 
hail  his  talc  to  tell.  like  others,  e»f  unjust  prrrVnncrs, 
bad  luck,  and  hard  usagp.  On  these  sTibi<-<'ts.  bow- 
evf r,  he  was  habitually  siUnt,  perhaps  from  nuxli  sty. 
perhaps  fn^m  a  touch  of  pride,  or  perhaps  from  a  cun 
junction  of  l>oth. 

He  obtained  his  license  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel- 
with  some  compliment*  from  thepresbvicry  by  whf»n 
it  was  br<»towtd  ;  but  this  did  not  le-ad  to  any  pr<fer 
ment,  and  he  found  it  necessary  to  make  the  cotiagi 
at  Beersheba  his  residenc»»  f<ir  some  months,  with  ne 
other  income  tlian  was  afforded  by  theprr.<'.<rioiisoc 
ciipation  of  teaching  in  c)neorotherof  thent  i-.'hbour 
ing  families.  After  having  ereetcd  \\\»  aged  errand 
mother,  his  fi^t  visit  was  to  WexMlend,  when.'  he  was 
received  byjtanie  with  warmcordiahty,  arising  firom 
recollections  wliie^h  had  never  been  dismissed  from 
her  mind,  by  Rebecca  with  good-humoured  Jio»- 
pitahtv.  and  by  old  Deans  in  a  mexie  peculiar  to 
nims'Jf. 

Hi'j;hly  as  Douce  Davie  honoured  the  clergy,  it  was 
not  upon  eacb  \ndvv\dua\  ol  vStvb  cUik  Ui«i  be  b^ 
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HBfmA  his  tpprobatton ;  and  a  little  jealous,  perhaps, 
« fseiag  his  youthful  acquaintance  erected  into  the 
^tgaitv  of  a  teacher  and  preacher,  he  instantly  at- 
ucked  him  upon  various  points  of  controversy,  in 
<>rfcT  to  discoTer  whether  he  might  not  have  fallen 
iota  »me  of  the  snares,  defections,  and  desertions 
«f  the  time.  Butler  was  not  only  a  man  of  stanch 
{Rsbfi^an  principles,  bat  was  also  willing  to  avoid 
jOTuig  pain  to  his  old  friend  by  disputing  ai>on  points 
ti  iiide  importance ;  and  therefore  he  might  have 
hppcd  to  have  come  like  refined  gold  out  of  the  fur- 
oace  of  Davie's  interrogatories.  But  the  result  on 
^  mind  of  that  strict  investigator  was  not  alto- 
^er  80  favourable  as  might  have  been  hoped  and 
anticiptted.  Old  Judith  Batter,  who  had  nobbled 
ihit  evening  as  fkr  as  Woodend,  in  order  to  enjoy 
ihc  congratulations  of  her  neighbours  upon  Reuben's 
return,  and  upon  his  high  attainments,  of  which  she 
WIS  herself  not  a  little  proud,  was  somewhat  morti- 
fifcd  to  find  that  her  old  friend  Deans  did  not  enter 
into  the  subject  with  the  warmth  she  expected.  At 
Arst,  indeed,  he  seemed  rather  silent  than  dissatisfied; 
tod  it  was  nor  till  Judith  had  essayed  the  subject 
more  than  once  that  it  led  to  the  following  dialogue. 

'"Aweel,  netbor  Deans,  I  thought  ye  wad  hae  been 
girl  to  see  Reuben  amang  us  again,  poor  fellow." 

"l  am  glad,  Mrs.  Butler,"  was  the  neighbour's 
concise  answer. 

"Since  he  has  lost  his  grandfather  and  his  father, 
'4»rw9ed  be  Him  that  giveth  and  taketh !)  I  jten  nae 
(nend  he  has  in  the  world  that's  been  sae  like  a  fa- 
tber  to  him  as  the  sell  o'  ye,  neibor  Deans.'* 

"God  is  the  only  father  of  the  fatherless,"  said 
Detna,  touching  his  bonnet  and  looking  upwards. 
■"Gite  honour  where  it  is  due,  gudewife,  and  not  to 
so  onworthy  instrument." 

"Awed,  that's  your  way  o'  turning  it,  and  nae 
TOibt  ye  ken  best ;  but  I  hae  kend  ye,  Davie,  send  a 
^t  o'  meal  to  Beersheba.  when  there  wasna  a  bow 
|eft  in  the  meal-ark  at  Woodend;  ay,  and  I  hae 
wad  ye" 

"(Jadewife,"  said  Davie,  interrupting  her,  "these 
uc  bat  idle  tales  to  tell  me ;  fit  for  naething  but  to 
DUO  m  our  inward  man  wi'  our  ain  vain  acts.  I  stude 
wjdc  blessed  Alexander  Peden,  when  I  heard  him 
ctll  the  death  and  testimony  of  our  happy  martyrs 
wt  draps  of  blude  and  scarts  of  ink  in  respect  of 
fitting  discharge  of  our  duty;  and  what  suld  1  think 

Wed,  neibor  Deans,  ye  ken  best ;  but  I  maun  say 
**t.  I  am  sure  you  are  glad  to  see  my  bairn  again— 
•be  halt's  gane  now,  unless  he  has  to  walk  owcr 
BMj  miles  at  a  stretch ;  and  he  has  a  wee  bit  colour 
■D  his  cheek,  that  alads  my  auld  een  to  see  it;  and 
■ehas  as  decent  a  black  coat  as  the  minister;  and" — 

I  ani  very  heartily  glad  he  is  weel  and  thriving," 
Mm  Mr.  Deans,  with  a  gravity  that  seemed  intended 
to  cat  short  the  shbject ;  but  a  woman  who  is  bent 
"pon  a  point  is  not  easily  pushed  aside  from  it. 

And,"  continued  Mrs.  Butler,  "  he  can  wag  his 
■«M  tn  a  pulpit  now,  neibor  Deans,  think  but  of  that 
rimy  ain  oe— and  a'body  maun  sit  still  and  listen  to 
"'HVM  if  he  were  the  Paip  of  Rome."  » 

.  The  what  1— the  who  7— woman  T'  said  Deans, 
***  a  sternness  far  beyond  his  usual  gravitv,  as  soon 
•8  these  offensive  words  had  struck  upon  tne  tympa- 
«>»n>  of  hie  ear." 

Ell,  guide  us !"  said  the  poor  woman :  "  I  had 
WW  what  an  ill  will  ye  had  aye  at  the  Paip,  and 
•»e  bad  my  puir  gudeman,  Stephen  Butler.  Mony 
jn  utemoon  he  wad  sit  and  take  up  his  testimony 
J^n  the  Paip,  and  again  baptizing  of  bairns,  and 

Woman !"  reiterated  Deans,  "  cither  speak  about 
i^SH.  ^  J  *^®™  something  o',  or  he  silent ;  I  say  that 
2*P««dency  is  a  foul  heresy,  and  anabaptism  a 
wmnabje  and  deceiving  error,  whilk  suld  be  rooted 
wt  of  the  land  wi'  the  fire  o'  the  spiritual,  and  the 

"  w.?i  the  civil  magistrate.* 
riffKoi*  ^^^  neibor,  I'll  no  say  that  ye  mayna  be 
"*"h  answered  the  submissive  Judith.  **  I  am  sure 
jw*  right  abotit  the  sawing  and  the  mawing,  the 
■Wag  and  the  leading,  andwhat  for  suld  ye  no  be 
Jg»Mw kirtiwark,  too  1— But  oonoenuag  my oe» 


**  Reuben  Butler,  gudewife,"  said  David  with  so- 
lemnity, "  is  a  lad  I  wish  heartily  weel  to,  even  as  if 
he  were  mine  ain  son— but  I  doubt  there  will  be  outs 
and  ins  in  the  track  of  his  walk.  I  muckle  fear  his 
gifts  will  get  the  heels  of  his  grace.  He  has  ower 
muckle  human  wit  and  learning,  and  thinks  as  muckle 
about  the  form  of  the  bicker  as  he  does  about  the  heal* 
someness  of  the  food— he  maun  broider  the  marriage- 
garment  with  lace  and  passmen ts,  or  it's  no  gude 
enough  for  him.  And  it's  like  he's  something  proud 
o'  his  human  gifts  and  learning,  whilk  enables  him  to 
dress  up  his  doctrine  in  that  fine  airy  dress.  But," 
added  he,  at  seeing  the  old  woman's  uneasiness  at 
his  discourse,  "  affliction  may  gie  him  a  jagg,  and 
let  the  wind  out  o'  him,  as  out  o  a  cow  that's  eaten 
wet  clover,  and  the  lad  may  do  wed,  and  be  a  burn- 
ing and  a  shining  light ;  and  I  trust  it  will  be  yours 
to  see.  and  his  to  feel  it  and  that  soon." 

Widow  Butler  was  obliged  to  retire,  unable  to  make 
any  thing  more  of  her  neighbour,  whose  discourse, 
though  she  did  not  comprehend  it,  filled  her  with 
undefined  apprehensions  on  h^r  grandson's  account, 
and  greatly  depressed  the  joy  with  which  she  had 
welcomed  him  on  his  return.  And  it  must  not  be 
concealed,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Deans's  discernment,  that 
Butler,  in  their  conference,  had  made  a  greater  dis- 
play of  his  learning  than  the  occasion  called  for,  or 
than  was  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  old  man,  who, 
accustomed  to  consider  himself  as  a  person  pre-emi- 
nently entitled  to  dictate  upon  theological  subjects 
of  controversy,  felt  rather  humbled  and  mortified 
when  learned  authorities  were  placed  in  array  against 
him.  In  fact,  Butler  had  not  escaped  the  tinge  of 
pedantry  which  namrally  flowed  from  his  education, 
and  was  apt.  on  many  occasions,  to  make  parade  of 
his  knowledge,  when  there  was  no  need  of  such 
vanity. 

Jeanie  Deans,  however,  found  no  fhult  with  thia 
display  of  learning,  but,  on  the  contrary,  admired  it; 
perhaps  on  the  same  score  that  her  sex  are  said  to 
admire  men  of  courage,  on  account  of  their  own  de- 
ficiency in  that  qualification.  The  circumstances  of 
their  families  threw  the  young  people  constantly  to- 
gether; their  old  intimacy  was  renewed,  though  upon 
a  footing  better  adapted  to  their  age :  and  it  became 
at  length  understood  betwixt  them,  that  their  union 
should  be  deferred  no  longer  than  until  Butler  should 
obtain  some  steady  means  of  support,  however  hum- 
ble. This,  however,  was  not  a  matter  speedily  to  bo 
accomplished.  Plan  after  plan  was  formed,  and  plan 
after  plan  failed.  The  good-humoured  cheek  of  Jeanie 
lost  the  first  blush  of  juvenile  freshness;  Reuben's 
brow  assumed  the  gravity  of  manhood,  yet  the  means 
of  obtaining  a  settlement  seemed  remote  as  ever. 
Fortunately  for  the  lovers,  their  passion  was  of  no  / 
ardent  or  enthusiastic  cast ;  and  a  sense  of  duty  on 
both  sides  induced  them  to  bear,  with  patient  fortitude^ 
the  protracted  interval  which  divided  them  finom  each 
other. 

In  the  meanwhile,  time  did  not  roll  on  without  ef- 
fecting his  usual  changes.  The  widow  of  Stephen 
Butler,  so  long  the  prop  of  the  family  of  Beersheba, 
was  gathered  to  her  fathers  |  and  Rebecca,  the  care- 
ful spouse  of  our  friend  Davie  Deans,  was  also  sum- 
moned from  her  plans  of  matrimonial  and  domestic 
economy.  The  morning  after  her  death,  Reuben 
Butler  went  to  oflTer  his  mite  of  consolation  to  his  old 
friend  and  benefactor.  He  vritnessed,  on  this  occa- 
sion, a  remarkable  struggle  betwixt  the  force  of  na- 
tural aflfection.  and  the  religious  stoicism,  which  the 
suflferer  thought  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  main- 
tain under  each  earthly  dispensation,  whether  of  weal 
or  wo. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  cottage.  Jeanie,  with  her  tyet 
overflowing  with  tears,  pointed  to  the  Utile  orchard, 
"  in  which,"  she  whispered  with  broken  accents 
**  my  poor  father  has  been  since  his  misfortune.'' . 
Somewhat  alarmed  at  this  account,  Butler  enterert 
the  orchard,  and  advanced  slowly  towards  his  old 
friend,  who,  seated  in  a  small  rude  arbour,  appearea 
to  be  sunk  in  the  extremity  of  his  aflSiction.  H« 
lifted  his  eyes  somewhat  sternly  as  Butler  approadied. 
as  if  oflended  at  thei  interruption ;  but  as  the  young 
man  htaitated  vfhemer  ht  ought  to  rtciMt  or  ad- 
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▼ance,  he  arose,  and  came  forward  to  meet  him,  with 
u  Aeif-posscssed,  and  even  di^niftod  air. 

"  Young  man,"  8aid  the  suti'erer,  "  lay  it  not  to 
heart,  though  the  ri£;hteons  perish  and  the  mcn'iful 
lire  removed,  seeing,  it  may  well  be  said,  that  they 
are  taken  away  from  the  evils  to  come.  Wo  to  mi;, 
were  I  to  shed  a  tear  fur  the  wife  of  my  bosom,  when 
I  might  weep  rivers  of  water  for  this  atOicted  Church, 
curaeti  as  it  is  with  carnal  seekers,  and  with  the  dead 
of  heart." 

"  1  am  happy,"  said  Butler,  "  that  you  can  forget 
your  private  affliction  in  your  regard  for  public  duty." 

"  Forget,  Reuben  7"  said  pi>or^  Deans,  pulling  his 
handkerchief  to  his  eyes, — "  She's  not  to  be  forgotten 
on  this  side  of  time;  but  He  that  gives  the  wound 
can  send  the  ointment.  I  declare  there  have,  been 
times  during  this  night  when  my  meditation  has  been 
80  wrapt,  that  I  knew  not  of  my  heavy  loss.  It  has 
been  with  me  as  with  the  worthy  John  Semple,  called 
Garspliarn  John,*  upon  a  like  trial,— I  have  been  this 
night  on  the  banks  of  Ulai,  plucking  an  apple  here 
and  there." 

Notwithstanding  the  assumed  fortitude  of  Deans, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  the  discharge  of  a  groat 
Christian  duty,  he  had  too  good  a  heart  not  to  suffer 
deeply  under  this heavv  loss.  Woodend  became  allo- 
getner  distasteful  to  him;  and  as  he  had  obtained 
both  substance  and  experience  by  his  management 
of  that  little  farm,  he  resolved  to  employ  them  as  a 
dairv-farrner,  or  cow-feetler,  as  they  are  called  in  Scot- 
lanrf.  The  situation  he  chose  for  liis  new  settlement 
was  at  a  place  called  St.  Le<mard's  Cracs,  lyin^  be- 
twixt Fklinbur^jih  and  the  mountain  called  Arthur's 
Seat,  and  adjoinins;  to  the  ext<msive  sheep  pasture 
still  nam«>d  the  King's  Park,  from  its  having  been 
formerly  dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  the  royal 
larric.  Ilrre  he  rented  a  small  lonely  house,  about 
_ialf  a  mile  distant  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  citv, 
but  the  siie  of  which,  with  nil  the  adjacent  ground 
is  now  occupied  by  the  buildings  which  form  thf 
south-eastern  suburb.  An  extensive  pasture-ground 
adjoining,  which  Deans  rented  from  the  keeper  of  the 
Royal  Park,  enabled  him  to  feed  his  milk-cows ;  and 
the  unceasing  industry  and  activity  of  Jeanie,  his 
eldest  daughter,  was  exerted  in  making  the  most  of 
th^'ir  produce. 

She  had  now  less  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing 
Reuben,  who  hnd  been  obliged,  after  various  disap- 
pointnunts,  to  accept  the  subordinate  situation  of  as- 
sistant in  a  parochial  school  of  some  eminence,  at 
xhrtfi  or  four  miles'  distance  from  the  city.  Here  he 
disiini:i;is!)ed  himself,  and  became  acquainted  with 
soveral  respectable  burgesses,  who,  on  account  of 
hi>alth,  or  other  reasdns,  chose  that  their  childrt^n 
should  commence  their  education  in  this  little  village. 
HiJ*  prospects  W'Te  thus  gradually  bri:;htening,  and 
upon  eaeli  visit  which  ln'  paid  at  Saint  Leonard's  he 
ha<.i  nil  itpportnnity  of  gliding  a  hint  to  this  purpose 
into  Jmnie's  ear.  Th»-.si!  visits  w<;re  necessarily  very 
rare,  on  account  of  tin*  demands  which  the  duties  of 
the  school  made  upon  Butler's  time.  Nor  did  he  dare 
to  make  them  even  aItoj;etlier  so  fri^uent  as  these 
avoratittns  would  p<;rniiti  Deans  receivrti  him  with 
civility  indeed,  and  even  with  kindness ;  but  Heubt^n, 
as  is  usual  in  such  casL-R,  iinuziiKti  that  he  read  his 
purpose  in  his  eyes,  and  was  al'raid  too  premature  an 
explanation  on  the  subject  W'juld  draw  down  his 
positive  disapproval.  Upon  the  w'-iole,  therefore,  he 
judged  it  prudent  to  call  at  Saint  Leonard's  just  8«) 
frequently  as  old  uc(iuaintaiieo  and  neiglibourhood 
seemed  lo  authorize,  and  no  ofiuner.  There  was  an- 
otlu  r  per"*«)n  who  was  more  regular  in  his  visits. 

Wh'ti  Davie  Deans  intimntrd  to  the  Laird  <  if  Dum- 
Oii-flikes  his  purpose  of '"quitting  wi'  the  land  and 

•  Jtihn  Pi«mT»li».  cfillnd  Cnrnpliani  John.  boraii*c  minister  of  thn 
iNiriNli  in  (i.illounr  tn  calii.'tl,  wn^  n  pn-byli-r inn  rl»'rir)-in;in  of 
•iii^ii'iir  r>i<>iy  otid  :fri':it  zvat.  of  uluMn  P-ttnuk  Wrilkcr  rcfonU 
llif  iiillowinf  |in-«H.icr:  "Tlint  nielit  nfJor  liwwif'r  died,  ho 
■|M<nT  thi^  wIiiiIk  rn^mnif  niKht  in  prfiprr  nini  rni'i iit.il inn  in  hi< 
(nrdi>n.  Tli<!  ii^xt  niurnin-/,  on"  of  hirt  rld^r<  comins  to  ii"o  liim, 
ami  i:un('niin-.'  hiii  imvit  liiin  nnd  want  of  rein,  hH  n'plx'd.— 'I 
a&e}ar- 1  hn\t*  wtl.tiW  u'\s\\t.  tind  oni:  tiinuirlit  of  l))>' drnlli  of 
mr  «/'/?♦  /  A,7nc  Aivvi  ^-#  /.-//.-/ 71  u/)  in  in»"Ji full n;f  on  h«'avi>nljr 
iBMjjT*    //«!>..  Art//  f/iMntfrht  nn  the  burikt  of  Vlai.  pliirkin« 


house  at  Woodend  "  the  Laird  stared  and  said  no 
thing.  He  made  his  usual  visits  at  the  usual  hoitr 
without  remark,  until  the  day  bt^fure  the  term,  when, 
observing  the  bustle  of  moving  furniture  already 
commenceHJ,  the  great  east-country  tiwmric  drnugi^ 
out  of  its  nook,  and  standing  wfth  its  frhouliii  r  is 
the  company,  like  an  awkward  booby  about  to  leav/ 
the  n>om,  the  Laird  again  stared  mightily,  ami  wns 
heard  to  ejaculate,  "Hegh,  sirs!"  Facii  atter  iIk;  day 
of  draarture  was  past  and  gone,  the  Laird  of  Duiiv 
biedikes,  at  his  usual  hour,  which  was  that  at  which 
David  Deans  was  wont  to  'Moose  the  pieuijh  * 
presenter]  himself  before  the  closed  dour  of  the  cot- 
tage at  Woodend,  and  seemed  as  much  astoniehed  at 
findino;  it  shut  against  his  approach  as  if  it  was  not 
exactly  what  hv  had  to  expect.  On  this  o<'cas]onhe 
was  heard  to  ejaculate,  "Gude  guide  us  f  which,  by 
those  who  knew  him,  was  considered  as  a  very  uiiu* 
sual  mark  of  emotion.  From  that  moment  forward, 
Duinbiedikes  became  an  altered  man,  and  the  regu- 
larity of  his  movements,  hitherto  si>  exemplary,  was 
as  totally  disconcerted  as  those  of  a  bnv's  waich 
when  he  nas  broken  the  main-spring.  Like  the  ia- 
dex  of  the  said  watch,  did  Durabiedikes  spin  round 
the  whole  bounds  of  nia  little  property,  whicli  may 
be  likenefl  unto  the  dial  of  the  time-piec^  with  un- 
wontinl  velocity.  There  was  not  a  cottage  into  which 
he  did  not  enter,  nor  scarce  a  maiden  on  whom  hi 
did  not  stare.  But  so  it  was,  that  aIthou.:h  tbers 
were  better  farm-houses  on  the  land  than  Woodland, 
and  certainly  much  prettier  girls  than  Jt^anie  Deuns^ 
Vet  it  did  somehow  l)efall  tiiat  the  blank  in  tlie  Laird's 
tinie  was  not  so  pleasantly  filled  up  as  it  had  be'.-n. 
There  was  no  seat  accommtxialed  him  so  well  af 
the  "bunker"  at  Woodend,  and  no  fiice  he  luvixl  st 
much  to  gaze  on  as  Jeanie  Dean's.  So,  after  spin- 
ning round  and  round  his  little  orbit,  and  tlien  re* 
maining  stationary  for  a  wu^k,  it  strems  to  have  oc 
curred  to  him,  that  he  was  not  pinned  down  to  circu- 
late on  a  pivot,  like  the  handb  of  the  watch,  but  pos 
sf'ssed  the  power  of  shifting  his  central  i^mw,  and 
extending  his  circle  if  he  thonght  proper.  To  ri^alize 
which  privilege  of  change  of  place,  he  bought  a  pony 
from  a  Highland  drover,  and  with  its  assi.stanco  and 
companv  stepped,  or  rather  stumbled,  as  far  as  Suint 
Leonard's  Crags. 

Jeanie  Deans,  though  so  much  accustomed  to  the 
Laird's  staring  that  stie  was  sometimes  scarce  con- 
scious of  his  presence,  had  nevertheless  some  occa- 
sional fears  lest  he  should  call  in  the  organ  of  bpt-etth 
to  back  those  expressions  of  admiration  which  he  be- 
stowed on  her  through  his  eyes.  Should  this  happen, 
farewell,  she  thought,  to  all  chance  of  a  union  with 
Butler.  For  her  father,  however  stout-hearted  and  in- 
dependent in  civil  and  reli^^ious  principles,  was  not 
without  that  resfKrot  for  the  laird  of  the  hnul,  so 
dtX'ply  imprintc-d  on  the  Scottish  tenantry  of  the  pe- 
riod. Moreover,  if  he  did  not  positively  dislike  But- 
ler, yrt  his  fund  of  carnal  learning  was  often  the  ob- 
j(>ct  of  HarcaHmson  David's  part,  which  were  perhaps 
foun(le<l  in  jealousy,  anil  which  certaisly  indicated 
no  partiality  for  tin?  party  against  whom  thty  wer*i 
laui)<-h«w].  And,  lastly,  the  match  with  Dumbu^ikes 
would  have  presented  irresislibb?  charms  to  one  who 
used  to  complain  that  [^e  felt  himself  apt  to  take 
"ower  tril  an  u-mfu'  o'  the  warld."  So  that,  upon 
the  whole,  the  Laird's  diurnal  vi««its  were  disagreeJiMa 
to  Jeanie  from  apprehension  of  future  constfikunoes, 
and  it  served  much  to  console  her,  upfjn  removing 
from  the  spot  where  i-hi  was  bred  and  born,  that  sho 
had  seen  the  Inst  (jf  Dumbiedikcs,  his  laced  hat,  and 
tobacco-pipe.  The  poor  «irl  no  more  exn::cled  he 
could  nuisli.T  courage  to  follow  her  to  Saint  lA-onarU'a 
Crags,  than  that  any  of  her  apple- trd-t  (»r  cabbaiires 
which  she  had  left  rooted  in  the  "yard''  aiWoodeii'l, 
would  spontaneously,  and  unaided,  have  undi.-riakea 
the  same  journev.  It  was.  therefore,  with  nuich  nit>re 
surprise  than  pleasure  that,  on  the  sixth  dav  after 
thi  ir  removal  to  Saint  I..eonard's,  she  behekl  Dtimbie- 
dike^  arrive,  laced  hat,  tobacco-pipe,  and  all,  and, 
with  the  Self-same  greeting  of  How's  a'  wi'  ye, 
Jeanie  ?—Whare's  the  gudeman?"  assume  as  nearly 
as  ho  could  the  same  po^luou  in  the  cottage  at  SainI 
LooQitd' a  Yrbwk  V)A  uad  to  \f»k%  «D^  to  ifi«?]^ 
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at  Woodend    He  was  no  sooner,  however, 

,  dian  with  an  luiusual  exirtion  of  his  powers 

0f  conversation,  he  added,  "  Jeanie—I  say,  Jeanie, 
woman"— liere.  he  extended  his  hand  towards  her 
eboMer  with  all  the  fingers  spread  out  as  if  to  clutch 
k,  but  in  oo  bashful  and  awkward  a  manner,  that 
vfaea  she  whisked  herself  beyond  its  reach,  the  paw 
refBained  suspended  in  the  air  with  the  palm  open, 
&e  the  claw  of  a  heraldic  griffin—"  Jeanie,"  conti- 
Btied  the  swain,  in  this  moment  of  inspirationj— "I 
sajp,  ieanie.  it's  a  braw  day  out-by,  and  the  roads,  are 
ao  that  ill  tor  boot-hose." 

"  The  deil's  in  the  daidling  body,"  muttered  Jeanie 
between  ber  teeth ;  "  wha  wad  hae  thought  o*  his 
(kikering  out  this  length  1"  And  she  afterwards  con- 
fessed that  she  threw  a  Uttleof  this  un^acious  sen- 
timent into  her  accent  and.  manner;  for  h^  father 
being  abroad,  and  the  "bodv,"  as  she  irreverently 
termed  the  landed  proprietor.  ^'  looking  unco  gleg  and 
oanty,  she  didaa  ken  what  he  might  be  coming  out 
wi'  nexL" 

Her  frowns,  however,  acted  as  a  complete  sedative, 
and  the  Laird  relapsed  from  that  day  into  his  former 
ttcttDFR  habits,  visiting  the  cow-feeder's  cottage  three 
Qc  four  times  every  week,  when  the  weather  permit- 
td.  with  apparently  no  other  purpose  than  to  stare 
iii^uiie  Deans,  while  Douce  Davie  poured  forth  his 
eloquence  uDon  the  controversies  and  testimonies  of 
Ik  day. 

CHAPTER  X. 

Heraii;  her  auanere,  all  who  nw  admired 
Cbarteotu,  ttiough  coy,  aiid  fenUe,  though  retired ; 
The  joy  of  youth  and  health  hor  eye*  display 'd ; 
Aad  MM  of  heart  her  evisry  look  cttovey'd. 

Crabbs. 

Thb  visits  of  the  Laird  thus  a(^n  sunk  into  mat- 
ters of  ordinary  course,  from  which  nothing  was  to 
be  expected  or  apprehended.  If  a  lover  could  have 
inined  a  fair  one  as  a  snake  is  said  to  fascinate  a  bird, 
by  p^tinaciously  gazing  on  her  with  great  stupid 
greenish  eyes,  which  began  now  to  be  occasionally 
lided  by  spectacles,  unquestionably  Dumbiedikes 
would  have  been  the  person  to  perform  the  feat  But 
the  art  of  fascination  seems  among  the  artes  perdittB. 
and  I  cannot  learn  that  this  most  pertinacious  of 
starers  produced  any  effect  by  his  attentions  beyond 
aa  occasional  yawn. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  object  of  his  gaze  was  fi[ra- 
diiaUv  attaining  the  verge  of  vouth,  and  approachmg 
lo  woat  is  called  in  females  the  middle  age,  which  is 
impoltteiy  held  to  begin  a  few  years  earlier  with  their 
more  fragile  sex  than  with  men.  Many  people  would 
hive  been  of  opinion,  that  the  Laird  would  have  done 
better  to  have  transferred  his  glances  to  an  object 
possessed  of  far  superior  charms  to  Jeanie's,  even 
when  JeanieU  were  m  their  bloom,  who  began  now 
to  be  dialinguished  by  all  who  visited  the  cottage  at 
St  Leonanfs  Crass. 

Effie  Deans,  imder  the  tender  and  affectionate  care 
of  her  ttster,  had  now  shot  up  into  a  beautiful  and 
blooming  gin.  Her  Grecian-shaped  head  was  pro- 
fuely  ncn  in  waving  ringlets  of  brown  hair,  which, 
connned  by  a  blue  snood  of  silk,  and  shading  a  laugh- 
ing Uebe  countenance,  seemed  the  picture  of  healtji, 
pieasure,  and  contentiKient.  Her  brown  russet  short- 
j;own  set  off  a  shape,  which  time,  perhaps,  mi^ht  be. 
expected  to  render  too  robust  the  frequent  objection' 
to  Scottish  beauty,  but  whicn^  in  her  present  early 
age,  was  slender  and  taper,  with  that  i^aceful  and 
ewv  sweep  of  outline  wmch  at  once  indicates  health 
and  beautiful  proportion  of  parts. 

These  grewmg  charms,  in  all  their  juvenile  profu- 
sion, had  DO  power  to  shake  the  steadfast  mind,  or 
ditot  the  fixed  gaze,  of  the  constant  Laird  of  Dum- 
biedikea.  But  there  was  scarce  another  eve  that 
eouU  behold  this  living  picture  of  health  and  beauty, 
without  pausing  on  it  with  pleasure.  The  traveller 
•topped  bis  weary  horse  on  the  eve  of  entering  the 
dtv  which  was  the  end  of  his  journey,  to  gaze  at  the 
•mh-like  form  that  tripped  by  him,  with  her  milk- 
pan  poised  on  her  head  bearing  herself  so  erect,  and 
Mcpptng  so  li^t  and  free  under  her  burden,  that  it 
•Mid  imtber  an  oniameat  than  an  encumbrance. 


The  Uds  <d  the  neighboming  subtffb,  who  held  their 
evening  rendezvous  for  putting  the  stune,  casting  the 
hammer,  playing  at  long  bowls,  and  other  athletio 
exercises,  watched  the  motions  of  Effie  Deans,  and 
contended  with  each  other  which  should^have  the 
good  fortune  to  attract  her  attention.  Sven  the  rigid 
Presbyterians  of  her  father's  persuasion,  who  held 
each  indulgence  of  the  eye  and  sense  to  be  a  snare  at 
least,  if  not  a  ciime,  were  surprised  into  a  moment's 
delight  while  gazing  on  a  creature  so  exquisite,— in- 
stantly checked  by  a  sigh,  feproaching  at  once  their 
own  weakness,  and  moummg  that  a  creature  so  fair 
should  share  in  the  common  and  hereditary  guilt  an 
imperfection  of  our  nature.  She  was  currently  enti 
tied  the  Lily  of  St  Leonard's,  a  name  which  she 
deserved  as  much  by  her  guileless  purity  of  thought, 
speech,  and  action,  as  by  ner  uncommon  loveliness 
of  face  and  person. 

Yet  thwe  were  points  in  Effie's  character,  which 
gave  rise  not  only  to  strange  doubt  and  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  Douce  David  Deans,  whose  ideas  were 
rigid,  as  may  easily  be  supposed,  upon  the  subject  of 
youthfiil  amusements,  but  even  of  serious  apprehen- 
pion  to  her  more  indulgent  sister.  The  children  of  , 
the  Scotch  of  the  infenor  classes  are  usually  spoiled 
by  the  early  indulgence  of  their  parents ;  how,  where- 
fore, and  to  what  degree,  the  lively  and  instructive 
narrative  of  the  amiable  and  accomplished  authoress 
of  "Glenbumie"*  has  saved  me  ana  all  future  scrib- 
blers the  trouble  of  recording.  Effie  had  had  a  double 
share  of  this  inconsiderate  and  misjudged  kindness. 
Even  the  strictness  of  her  fsther's  prmciples  could 
not  condemn  the  sports  of  infancy  and  cnildhood ; 
and  to  the  good  old  man,  his  younger  daughter,  the 
child  of  his  old  age,  seemed  a  child  for  some  years 
after  she  attained  the  years  of  womanhood,  was  still 
called  the  "bit  lassie'*  and  "little  Effie,"  and  was. 
permitted  to  run  up  and  down  uncontrolled,  unless 
upon  the  Sabbath,  or  at  the  times  of  family  worship. 
Her  sister,  with  all  the  love  and  care  of  a  mother, 
could  not  be  supposed  to  possess  the  same  authoriu- 
tive  influence ;  and  that  which  she  had  hitherto  ex- 
ercised became  gradually  limited  and  diminished  as 
Effie's  advancing  years  entitled  her,  in  her  own  con- 
ceit at  least,  to  the  right  of  independence  and  free 
agency.  With  all  the  innocence  and  goodness  of 
disposition,  therefore,  which  we  have  described,  the 
Lily  of  St.  Leonard's  possessed  a  little  fund  of  self- 
conceit  and  obstinacy,  and  some  warmth  and  irrita- 
bility of  temper,  partly  natural  perhaps,  but  certainly 
much  increased  oy  the  unrestrained  freedom  of  her 
childhood.  Her  character  vdil  be  best  illustrated  by 
a  cottage  evening  scene. 

The  careful  father  was  absent  in  his  well-stocked 
byre,  foddering  those  useful  and  patient  animals  on 
whose  produce  his  living  depended,  and  the  summer 
evening  was  beginning  to  close  in,  when  Jeanie 
Deans  i>Qgan  to  l>e  very  anxious  for  the  appearanoe 
of  her  sister,  and  to  fear  that  she  would  not  reach 
home  before  her  frither  returned  from  the  labour  of 
the  evening,  when  it  was  his  custom  to  have  "  family 
exercise^*'  and  when  she  knew  that  Effie' s  absence 
would  give  him  the  most  serious  displeasure.  These 
apprehensions  hung  heavier  upon  her  mind,  because, 
for  several  preceding  evenings,  Effie  had  disappeared 
about  the  same  tim&  and  her  stay,  at  first  so  brief  as 
scarce  to  be  noticed,  had  been  gradually  protracted 
to  half  an  hour,  and  an  hour,  and  on  the  present  oc- 
casion had  considerably  exceeded  even  this  last  limit 
And  now,  Jeanie  stood  at  the  door,  with  her  hand 
before  her  eyes  to  avoid  the  rays  of  the  level  sun.  and 
looked  alternately  along  the  various  tracks  which  led 
towards  their  dwelling,  to  see  if  she  could  descry  tho 
nymph  -like  form  of  her  sister.  There  was  a  wall  and 
a  style  which  separated  the  royal  domain,  or  King's 
Park,  as  it  is  called^  from  the  public  road;  to  this 
pass  she  frequently  directed  her  attention,  when  she 
saw  two  persons  appear  there  somewhat  suddenly, 
as  if  they  had  walked  close  by  the  side  of  the  wall  to 
screen  themselves  from  observation.  One  of  them« 
a  man,  drew  back  hastily;  the  other,  a  female, 
crossed  the  stile,  and  advanced  towards  her— it  was 
Effie.  She  met  her  sister  with  that  afiected  livaU* 
•  Mn.  Elixabeth  HunUtoo,  now  po  inore.-£Mar. 
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ness  of  mnnner,  which,  in  her  rank,  and  rometimcs 
in  tho!«e  above  it,  feinnles  occasionally  assume  to  hide 
turr^riso  or  confuHion ;  and  e\w  carolled  as  aha  came— 

•'  Tirt  olfln  knifrhi  mti?  on  lh«*  bran. 

Tiif  bniiim  tutw*  honny,  the  bruiim  erom  (hir ; 
Anil  hjr  thorc  caiiio  likin:r  a  lady  no  taj- 

Ariil  we  duurna  eaiit;  down  tu  i)iu  broom  nac  mair." 

"Whisht,  Effic"  said  her  pistrr;  "our  fnthcr'a 
roniin;;  out  o'  the  byre."— The  flamsel  stinted  in  her 
Bonir.— "  Whare  hae  ye  been  sae  late  at  e'en  T' 

"It's  no  lat«,  lass,"  answered  Etfie. 

**  h*B  charipit  eieht  on  evvTy  clock  o*  the  town,  and 
t.,e  sun's  uaun  down  ahint  the  Corstorphiuc  hills— 
>\  hare  can  y«?  hae  liven  ear  late  ?" 

"Na"  sate,"  answered  Effie. 

"And  wha  was  that  pnrtetl  wi'  you  at  the  stile?" 

"  Xaebody,"  K-plied  Kffie,  once  rnorc. 

"Xae  sale?— Xa<;!»ody?— r  wish  it  may  be  a  right 
gate,  nni)  a  right  body,  that  keeps  folk  out  sae  late  at 
e'en.  Effie." 

*•  What  needs  ye  be  aye  speerins;  then  at  folk?"  re- 
torretl  Effic.  "I'm  sure,  if  ye' 11  ask  nae questions, 
I'll  t<»ll  ye  nae  lees.  I  nevf-r  ask  what  bnnes  the 
Laird  of  Dumbitilikes  glowering  here  hke  a  wull-cat, 
(only  his  een's  greener,  and  no  sae  gleg,)  day  after 
day,  till  we  are  a'  like  to  gaunt  our  chafts  atT." 

"  Because  ye  ken  veryweel  he  comes  to  see  our 
father,"  snid  Jeanie,  in  answer  to  this  pert  remark. 

"  And  Dominic  Butler— Dties  he  come  to  sec  our 
father,  that's  sae  taen  wi'  hijs  Latin  words?"  said 
Effie,  deli  eh  ted  to  find  that,  by  carr>'inc;  the  war  into 
the  enem>''s  country,  she  could  divert  the  thrcateneri 
attack  upon  herself;  and  with  the  petiilnnce  of  youth 
she  pursued  her  triumph  over  her  prudent  cldcT  sister. 
She  looked  at  her  with  a  sly  air,  m  which  there  was 
Bomethinp;  like  irony,  as  she  chanted,  in  a  low  but 
marked  tone,  a  scrap  of  an  old  Scotch  son^;— 

"Tliroush  thi>  kirkjrard 

I  nn'twi*^! lie  Laird, 

Ttic  Billy  puir  body  he  taid  roe  oao  luina ; 

liut  juil  CTo  'twa«  dark, 

I  met  wi'  the  clerk" 

Here  tho  songstress  stopped,  looked  full  at  her 
fiister,  and,  observing  the  tear  gather  in  her  eyes, 
she  suddenly  flung  her  arms  round  her  neck,  and 
kissed  them  away.  Jeanic,  though  hurt  ana  dia- 
pleasofl,  was  miable  to  resist  the  caresses  of  this  un- 
taught child  of  nature,  whose  good  and  evil  seemed 
to  tiow  rather  from  impulse  than  from  rctiection. 
But  as  shf  rijtiinied  the  sistprly  kiss,  in  token  of  per- 
■  feci  n.'conciliatiun,  she  could  not  suppress  the  gentle 
reproof—"  Effie,  if  ye  will  learn  fule  sanga,  ye  might 
nnke  a  kinder  use  of  them." 

"And  w  I  miaht,  Jcanie,"  continued  the  girl, 

/      rliii:;tng  to  her  sister's  neck ;  "  and  I  wish  I  had  never 

K-arneJ  ane  o'  them— and  I  wish  wc  had  never  come 

hert^— and  1  wisfh  my  tongue  had  been  blistered  or  I 

had  vt.'Xr-d  ye." 

".Xev^r  mind  that,  Effie."  replied  the  affectionate 
aiater ;  '*  I  caunna  he  muckle  vexed  wi'  ony  thing  yc 
aav  to  mo— hut  O  dinna  ve.x  our  father!" 

'•I  will  not— I  will  not,"  replied  Effie;  "and  if 
there  %v»  re  as  mony  dances  the  morn's  night  as  there 
are  m».Try  danci  rs  in  the  north  firmament  on  a  frosty 
e'en.  1  winna  bu«l2ean  inch  to  pang  near  ane  o'  them." 

"  Dance  ?"  echoed  Jeanie  Deans  in  astonishment. 
"  O,  Effie,  what  r()uld  take  yc  to  a  dance  7" 

It  is  Very  possible,  that,  in  the  communicative  mood 
into  which  the  Lily  of  St.  Leonard's  was  now  sur- 
pr.-nl.  «liemii;ht  have  given  her  sister  her  unreser\'ed 
co{itldenc(\  and  saver]  me  the  pain  of  telling  a 
niHlrinclioly  tale;  but  at  the  moment  the  word  dance 
was  utti.Ten,  it  reached  the  car  of  old  David  Deans, 
who  had  fumed  the  comer  of  the  house,  and  came 
upon  his  daughters  ere  they  weie  aware  of  his  prc- 
■enrp.  Tlie  word  vrclntt;  or  even  the  word  jHwe, 
could  hanlly  have  produced  so  appalling  an  eliect 
upon  David  s  ear ;  for,  of  all  exercises,  that  of  dan- 
cing, which  he  termed  a  voluntary  ana  regular  fit  of 
distraction,  he  deemed  most  destructive  of  serious 
tho  ugh tH,  and  the  readiest  inlet  to  all  sort  of  licen- 
t/oiinnttis;  and  hv  accountiil  the  encouraging,  and 
^nern  ptrrmntins,  assimbUes  or  mtt'tinsii^,  whether 
0Uion^  those  othitsU  ocjuw  deerea,  (or  thiB  fantastic 


ami  absurd  purpose,  or  for  that  of  dramatic  repn. 

tations.  as  one  of  thff  most  flagrant  proofs  of  defee> 
lion  and  cauK'S  of  wrath.  The  pronouncing  of  th« 
word  dance  by  his  own  daughters,  and  at  nis  own 
di>or,  now  drove  him  beyond  ihe  verge  oi  pniienoe. 
"  Dance !"  he  exclaimed.  "  Dance  ?—idnnce,  said  yc7 
I  daur  ye,  linniiers  that  ye  are,  to  name  sic  a  word  at 
my  door-cheek!  It's  a  dissolute  profane  pastime^ 
practised  by  the  Israelites  only  at  thiir  base  and  bru- 
tal worship  of  the  Golden  Calf  at  Bethel,  and  by  the 
unhappy  lass  wha  danced  aif  the  head  of  Juhn  the 
Baptist,  urwn  whilk  chapter  I  will  exercise  this  nighl 
for  your  further  instruction,  since  ye  need  it  fae 
muckle,  nothing  doubting  that  slu^  has  cause  tome  the 
day,  lang  or  this  time,  tliat  eV-r  i«he  snld  hae  shook  • 
limb  on  sic  an  errand.  Bi  tier  for  hr-r  to  hae  been  boro 
a  cripple,  and  carried  frac  door  to  duor,  like  auld  Bes- 
Me  Bowie,  twigging  bawt>ees,  than  to  be  a  king'i 
dauuhter,  fiddling  and  flinging  the  gate  she  did.  I 
hae  often  wondered  that  ony  ane  that  ever  bent  a 
knee  for  the  riglit  piirptjse,  shouM  ever  daur  to  crook 
a  hough  to  fyke  and  flmg  at  pii>er's  wind  and  fiduter't 
squealing.  And  I  bless  Gou,  (with  that  singulai 
worthy,  Peter  Walker  the  packman  at  Bristo-Furt,*) 

•  Thii*  pfT-mnare,  whom  it  would  h*\  tm-o  iosratitodo  in  tiM 
aullior  to  iidA-i  ovi.T  withutit  iwimR  notirr,  was  by  far  Ihr  miwl 
/«.'.ilou«i  and  faithful  colUctnr  iind  rff-iirdf.>r  of  Uie  artmrM  aatf 
opinions  of  iltc  ('.imoronianB.  Uo  n'riiiVil,  while-  .«tati>ii..irT, al 
the  DrntoPortuf  F.iiinhurL'Ii,  hut  wii>  hy  tr.'i'lo  an  itin»:ra>iTrncT- 
rh;Mit  or  |>«.'dlor,  which  ]>rol'rriiiion  hv  yi-i-i:i«  ro  ha\*,'v.i'*rri>'*di0 
Inilnnd  bji  well  as  Ilrihiin.  He  dHii|x>M-(l  hio'.T.ii<liir:il  n«;MCH 
of  Alexander  Pi'den.  John  Scmiu'e.  John  WvI\%ii(hI..iiii1  iiirhard 
C'nnii-nm.  nil  uiimsterd  of  the  Crjniiironian  |«rBuarfion,  to  whicb 
th»;  lii;<t  njention*  d  memlHir  t  avt;  the  name. 

It  I*  from  Kurh  trnct-<  aj  tlio^,  wrilti  n  in  the  wn«.  ft^liBf, 
and  9\\\T\\  of  ti.*  !«e«'r,  and  not  from  tlK:  borihifttir:(rednar:ariT4t 
«if  a  U.tiT  piTiiid,  thai  the  real  rhar.irffrr  of  the  I'lr.'^rwrtii  rliM 
UXo  be  irntln-nd.  W:tlk<-r  uritt'«wilh  a  «im|ilinry  uhii  h^f^ne• 
iinie^  ^lide!<  into  rht*  l<urie^<'JUe,  and  Minietimt*'  nf  tnin<(  a  Thik*  of 
riiinplei>aM>rt4,  hut  ajwayii  cxiireKnini;  ihe  iiioal  darirur  r«inBdenc« 
in  \\\4  own  corrcclncM  of  rreid  and  ^en:iI^entfl.lMl^M•ll^l<'AWlfh 
narriiwminded  and  di>)*u>tinr  birtitry.  Ui^  ivrn  for  thrimr- 
velloui  war  tliat  of  hn  time  and  iwcx ;  hat  there  it  htrle  nioia 
to  doubt  Ills  veracity  ronccmins  whatever  he  fiootis  oh  his  o«i 
knowledire.  Hin  bmnll  trnrth  no\«  hrin;  a  very  bigii  vncr,  up^ 
cially  tho  earlier  and  autlK-ntic  edition^-. 

The  tirade  asalnid  dancing,  pronounred  fay  David  DeaiMi,  it, 
R9  intimated  in  Ihe  text,  partly  borm wed  from  Peter  W.ilker. 
He  notuTCfi.  a4  a  foul  reproaeh  upon  the  name  of  Richard  diBit* 
nm,  th:it  hi«  meruory  wa»  \itui>eiaU>d  "by  pipe»  and  fiddii-ia 
playing  the  Caniemnian  march— mninl  vain  fiTinifn,  which  loo 
many  pn>fe,iMiTri  of  n:lis'ion  dance  to  :  a  pracliee  unberuminf 
the  profH«Bor«  of  Chriufianiiy  to  dance  to  any  isprinr.  but  M*m»' 
what  more  to  thi<  Whatever."  he  pror«>edit,  "  be  the  many  fo^ 
lilotri  rciTorded  of  the  «ami«  in  ^nptum.  none  of  ihem  i* 
charred  with  thi.H  recular  fit  of  distcactioii.  Wn  fiiid  it  hat  \vem 
praciited  by  the  wickid  and  profane,  as  the  dancinir  at  that  br«- 
th»li,  btuiti  action  oi  theealf-mukinr :  sml  ii  had  be^n  e>>oJ  for 
that  unhappy  lai*^,  who  danod  oiniie  head  of  John  ihe  B.'a)tidt, 
lh.it  «hu  had  been  bom  a  cripple,  and  never  drawn  a  limb  to  kcr. 
Hiritoriand  ^ay,  that  her  i>in  wa.<4  written  uinm  her  judrmeat.  n  )i» 
«onie  time  thereaHer  was  daxirln::  ii|n>d  the  in-,  and  it  bntke, 
:ind  snapi  tier  head  oflT  lier ;  her  hesd  danced  abote,  and  her  feet 
beiM  ath.  Tlnjre  it  ground  to  think  and  concludi;,  that  whiro  th» 
world'K  wickediieM  wurt  ureat.  dancing  at  their  ntarriiijr>-*  na* 
practiifed  :  bnt  when  the  heavrmi  above,  and  tlie  eurtl,  r^ncath, 
wero  kit  hKiio  iipun  them  with  that  oierflowio^  f«Mio.  Dvfi'a 
mirth  wan  .soon  i>taitl :  and  wlien  th«;  Ixird  in  holy  juMire  miaiHl 
tiru  and  brimstone  from  luaven  upon  tliat  wicked  itiiple  and 
riiy  H^idom.  <>njf>yin7  fuliVfrt  of  hre.-id  and  idlene«ii,  their  fldtflo- 
Ktrinrii  and  handy  went  all  in  a  flame :  and  the  whole  \w.opW  la 
thirty  milef  of  li:n;:th,  and  ten  of  breadth,  ni  hiiitcnam  ny, 
wen;  all  made  to  fry  in  Iheir  skin« ;  and  at  the  end,  whoever  am 
pivin?  m  marriaeeH  and  dancinr  wlien  ail  will  i;o  in  a  iUbm, 
they  will  quickly  rhanre  their  note. 

"  I  have  often  wondered  thorow  my  life,  how  any  that  ever 
knew  what  it  wai  to  bow  a  knee  in  earnest  to  pray,  darat  crnok 
a  houxh  to  fyke  and  llinfr  at  a  piperN  and  tiddler*  «prinn^  I 
bl<'!«  tlie  Lord  that  ordered  my  lot  *o  in  mv  dannnK  day:<,  that 
made  the  fear  of  the  bloody  rope  and  buUeiJi  to  my  mrk  and 
head,  the  pain  of  b(Mits,thumikeni«,  and  inn»,  cold  and  han«pr. 
wttineKN  and  wearinef>f>,  to  utop  the  liehtne^  <if  my  head,  ana 
tliewaiitonne#i>of  inyfeeL  What  the  never-tobe-ftirf olien  Matt 
of  God,  John  Knox,  «ai<i  to  Quien  ^lary,  when  »h«-  ratr  hin 
that  nharp  chiilienzc.  which  would  strike  <inr  mena-vpirited, 
tonsue-tackcd  miniHtem  dumb,  for  hii  rivinr  peblrr  faithlU 
warning  of  th«>  danger  of  the  church  and  naiiuii,  ihronrh  lier 
m.-uryinu  the  Dauphiue  of  France,  when  be  loft  her  bubbini:;  and 
preotinr,  aiul  came  to  an  outer  conrt,  where  her  I.ady  Marie* 
were  fykine  and  dancin?.  he  Mid. '  O  brave  laihes.  a  brave  w  nrld, 
if  it  would  la»l.  and  heaven  at  the  hinder  end  ■  Tut  fye  upon  Xitm 
knave  Death,  that  will  seize  UH»n  \\v)*e  bodies  of  \ourx  :  and 
where  will  all  }iiur  liddlmr  and  tlin^rm?  be  then?'  Danrtn?  b»> 
insr  Hiicli  a  common  evil,  ef[>ecially  amiinpvt  younjr  pn-frMon^ 
that  all  t)ii>  lovers  of  the  I^)rd  i^hould  liaie.  haa  cause«l  n.e  n» 
ii)i>t!it  tiiv  more  u|Kin  it,  especially  that  fouliMh  rprimr  the  r«m*> 
roni.in  march  !"— Lf/r  and  Vetttk  </  tAree  Famtrtu  WtrUUi,  i^ 
Ay  P"rr  MalUr.  i«rno.  p.  5f. 

It  may  hi<  W-re  obnerved,  that  some  of  ihA  milder  cJam  oTCm 
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«rda«d mjloi  in  m  danciag  ^ys.  00  that  iota 
head  ana  throat,  oread  of  bloody  rope  and  swift 
.  and  trenchant  aworda  and  pain  of  boots  and 
unai  cauld  and  hanger,  wetnesa  and  weariness, 

lepped  the  lightness  of  my  bead,  and  the  wanton- 
fios  of  my  feet.  And  now.  if  I  hear  ye,  quean  las- 
vea,  sae  mockle  as  name  dancing,  or  think  there's 
lie  a  thing  in  this  warld  as  flinging  to  fiddler's  sounds 
■id  pipers  springs,  as  sore  as  my  father's  spirit  is 
«iih  toe  just,  ye  shall  be  no  more  either  charge  or 
oiQoeni  of  mine !  Gang  in,  then— gang  iq,  then/hin- 
las,*'  he  added,  in  a  softer  tone,  for  the  tears  ot  both 
dkogfatera,  but  c9>eciallY  those  of  Effie,  began  to  flow 
lay  fast,—"  Gang  in,  dears,  and  we'll  seek  grace  to 
{Reserve  us  frae  all  manner  of  profane  foUv,  whilk 
cuiteth  to  sin,  and  promoteth  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
Seas,  warring  with  the  kingdom  of  light."  • 

Toe  objurgation  of  Da^id  Deans,  however  well 
roeaot^  was  unhappily  timed.  It  created  a  division 
cf  Ishnga  in  Elfie  s  bosom,  and  deterred  her  from 
her  intended  confidence  in  her  sister.  "She  wad 
haad  me  nae  better  than  the  dirt  below  her  feet,"  said 
E£e  to  herself  '*  were  I  to  confess  I  hae  danced  wi' 
him  four  times  on  the  green  down  by,  and  anco  at 
Maggie  Maoqueen's;  and  she'll  maybe  hing  it  ower 
ny^ad  that  she'll  tell  my  father,  and  then  she  wad 
be  mistress  and  main  But  I'll  no  gang  back  there 
ajEain.  Fm  resolved  Til  no  gang  back.  I'll  lay  in  a 
kaf  of  my  Bible,*  and  that's  very  near  as  if  I  had 
ipade  an  aith,  that  I  winna  gang  back."  And  she 
kept  her  vow  for  a  week,  during  which  she  was  unn- 
saally  cross  and  fretful,  blemishes  which  had  never 
bdbre  been  observed  in  her  temper,  except  during  a 
moment  of  contradiction. 

There  was  something  in  all  this  so  mysterious  as 
considerably  to  alarm  the  prudent  and  afibctionate 
Jeanie,  the  more  so  as  she  judged  it  unkind  to  her 
nster  to  mention  to  their  father  grounda  of  anxiety 
which  might  ariae  from  her  own  imagination.  Be- 
ades,  her  respect  for  the  good  old  man  did  not  pre- 
vent her  irom  being  aware  that  he  waa  both  hot- 
tempered  and  poaitive^  and  ahe  sometimea  suspected 
that  he  carried  his  dislike  to  youthful  amuaementa 
hejoml  the  verge  that  religion  and  reaaon  demanded. 
Jeanie  had  aense  enough  to  see  that  a  sudden  and 
severe  curb  upon  her  sister's  hitherto  unrestrained 
freedom  might  J>e  rather  productive  of  harm  than 
good,  and  that  Efiie,  in  the  headstrong  wilfulness  of 
foath,  was  likely  to  make  what  might  be  overstrained 
m  her  father's  precepln  an  excuse  to  herself  for  ne- 
glecting them  altogether.  In  the  higher  classes,  a 
daaweC  however  ^ddy,  is  still  under  the  dominion  of 
etiauette,  and  subiect  to  the  surveillance  of  mammas 
and  chaperons;  out  the  country  girl,  who  snatches 
her  moment  of  gayety  during;  the  intervals  of  labour, 
ii  under  no  such  guardianship  or  restraint,  and  her 
amosement  becomes  sq  much  the  more  hazardous. 
Jeanie  saw  all  this  with  much  distress  of  mind,  when, 
a  circumstance  occurred  which  appeared  calculated 
to  relieve  her  anxiety. 

Mra.  Saddletree,  with  whom  our  readers  have  al- 
ready been  made  acquainted,  chanced  to  be  a  distant 
relation  of  Douce  David  Deans,  and  as  she  was  a 
Woman  orderly  in  her  life  and  conversation,  and, 
iBoreover,  of  good  substance,  a.  sort  of  aojuaintance 
was  formally  kept  up  between  the  families.  Now, 
this  careful  dame,  about  a  year  and  a  half  before  our 
story  commencea,  chanced  to  need,  in  the  line  of  her 
profession,  a  better  sort  of  servant,  or  rather  shop- 
woiAn.  ^*  Mr.  Saddletree,"  she  said,  "  was  never  m 
the  8hog>  when  he  could  get  his  nose  within  the  Par- 
liament House,  and  it  was  an  awkward  thing  for  a 
Woman-body  to  be  standing  among  bundles  o  bark- 
ened leather  her  lane,  selling  saddles  and  bridles ;  and 
iht  had  cast  her  eyes  upon  her  far-awa  cousin  Effie 
Deans,  as  just  the  very  sort  of  lassie  she  would  want 
to  keep  her  in  countenance  on  such  occaaions." 

In  this  proposal  there  was  much  that  pleased  old 

■nrueir.  ud  •llowed  of  it  ai  a  haalUir  and  not  nnlawftil  ex- 
•retoe  ;  iMf  wtien  men  and  women  mrofttid  in  spurt,  it  vma  then 
«aU«d  promtacwon  ddneing,  and  eonsidered  a«  a  icandalotiB 
•aonBitjr. 

*  Tht*  eaainai,  of  ntakfaiz  a  marie  bf  foMiny  a  leaf  m  the  par- 
ty*! B9)l«  when  a  solemn  retolation  is  formed,  it  itill  held  to 
la,  ■BOOM  aaoM,  an  appeal  10  Hearea  fer  liu  01  jar  linoeritj. 


Davidt—there  was  bed,  board,  and  bounCitfa— it  mm 
a  decent  situation— the  lassie  would  be.  under  Mrs. 
Saddletree's  eye,  who  had  an  upright  walk,  and 
lived  close  bv  the  Tolbooth  Kjrk,  in  which  mighx 
still  be  heard  the  comforting  doctrines  of  one  ox 
those  few  ministers  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  who 
had  not  bent  the  knee  unto  Baal,  according  to  Da- 
vid's expression,  or  become  accessary  to  the  course 
of  national  defections,-7-union,  toleration,  patronageik 
and  a  bimdle  of  prelatical  Erastian  oaths  which  had 
been  imposed  on  the  church  since  the  Revolution, 
and  particularly  in  the  reign  of  "  the  late  woman,'* 
(as  he  called  Queen  Anne,)  the  last  of  that  unhappy 
race  of  Stewarts.  In  the  good  man's  security  con- 
cerning the  soundness  otthe  theological  do/:rine 
which  nis  daughter  was  to  hear,  he  waa  nothing  dis- 
turbed on  account  of  the  snares  of  a  different  kind,  to 
which  a  creature  so  beautiful,  young,  and  wilful, 
might  be  exposed  in  the  centre  of  a  populous  and 
corrupted  city.  The  fact  is.  that  he  thought  with  so 
much  horror  on  all  approaches  to  irregularities  of  the 
nature  most  to  be  dreaded  in  such  cases,  that  he 
would  as  soon  have  suspected  and  guarded  a^inst 
Effie's  being  induced  to  become  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
murder.  He  only  regretted  that  she  should  Uve  under 
the  same  roof  with  such  a  worldly-wise  man  as  Barto- 
line  Saddletree,  whom  David  never  suspected  of  being 
an  ass  as  he  wsal  but  considered  as  one  really  en- 
dowed with  all  the  legal  knowledjse  to  which  he 
made  pretension,  anc^  only  liked,  him  the  worse  for 
possessing  it.  The  lawyers,  especially  those  amongst 
them  who  sate  as  ruling  elders  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Kirk,  had  been  forward  in  promoting 
the  measures  of  patronage,  of  the  abjuration  oath, 
and  others,  which,  in  the  opuiion  of  David  Deans, 
were  a  breaking  down  of  the  carved  work  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  an  intrusion  tipon  the  liberties  of  the 
kirk.  Upon  the  dangers  of  listening  to  the  doctrines 
of  a  legalized  formalist,  such  as  Saddlefree,  David 
gave  his  daughter  many  lectures ;  so  much  so,  that 
he  had  time  to  touch  but  slightly  on  the  dangers  of 
chambering,  company-keeping,  and  promiacuous  dan- 
cing, to  which,  at  her  time  oflife,  most  people  would 
have  thought  Efiie  more  exposed,  than  to  the  risk  of 
theoretical  error  in  her  reUgioua  laith. 

Jeanie  partcd4from  her  sister,  with  a  mixed  feeling 
of  regret,  and  Apprehension,  and  hope.  She  could 
not  be  so  confident  concerning  £lffie's  prudence  as  her 
father,  for  she  had  observed  her  more  narrowly,  had 
more  sympathy  with  her  feeling  and  could  better 
estimate  the  temptations  to  which  she  was  exposed. 
On  the  other  hand,  Mrs.  Saddletree  was  an  observinis, 
shrewd,  notable  womaiL  entitled  to  exercise  over 
Effie  the  full  authority  ofa  mistress,  and  likely  to  do 
so  strictly,  yet  with  kindness.  Her  removal  to  Saddle- 
tree's, it  waa  most  probable,  would  also  serve  to  break 
off  some  idle  acquaintances,  which  Jeanie  suspected 
her  sister  to  have  formed  in  the  neighbouring  suburb. 
Upon  f  he  whole,  then,  she  viewed  her  departure  from 
Saint  Leonard's  with  pleasure,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  very  moment  of  their  parting  for  the  first  time 
in  their  lives,  that  she  felt  the  full  force  of  siateriy 
sorrow.  While  they  repeatedly  kissed  each  other's 
checks,  and  wrung  each  other's  hands,  Jeanie  took 
that  moment  of  uTOCtionate  sympathy,  to  press  upon 
her  sister  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  caution  in  her 
conduct  while  residing  in  Edinburgh.  Effie  listened, 
without  once  raising  \4t  large  dark  eyelashes,  from 
which  the  dropi  fell  so  fast  as  almost  to  resemble  a 
fountain^  At  the  conclusion  she  sobbed  again,  kiss- 
ed her  sister,  promised  to  recollect  all  the  good  coun- 
sel she  had  given  her,  and  they  parted.  1        , 

During  the  first  few  weeks,  Effie  was  all  tWat  her 
kinswoman  expected,  and  even  more.  But  with 
time  there  came  a  relaxation  of  that  early  zeal  which 
she  manifested  in  Mrs.  Saddletree's  service.  To  bor- 
row once  again  from  the  poet,  who  so  correctly  and 
beautifully  describes  living  manners,— 


'  Something  there  was,— what,  none  presumed  to  say,— 
[Clouds  li^htlf  passinf  on  a  sammor'^  dajr ; 
Whispers  and  hints,  which  went  from  ear  to  ear, 


And  roix'd  reports  no  judfe  on  earth  could  ^oar.^Tp 
During  this  interval,  Mrs.  Saddletree  was  •ometimet 
disple&ed  by  Effie's  lingering  when  she  was  sent 
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^ipon  erraitds  abont  the  shop  bminesiL  and  some- 
timos  by  a  little  degree  of  impatience  which  she  ma- 
nifested at  being  rebuked  on  such  occaaions.  But 
lahe  good-naturedly  allowed,  that  the  first  was  very 
natural  to  a  girl  to  whom  every  thing  in  Edinburgh 
was  new,  and  the  other  was  only  the  petulance  of  a 
spoiled  child,  when  sub^ted  to  the  yoke  of  domestic 
disdipline  for  the  first  time.  Attention  and  submis- 
sion could  not  be  learned  at  once— Holy-Rood  was 
not  built  in  a  day— use  would  make  perfect. 

It  seemed  as  if  the  considerate  old  lady  had  pre- 
saged truly.  Ere  many  months  had  passed.  EflBc  be- 
came almost  wedded  to  her  duties,  theugn  she  no 
longer  discharged  them  with  the  laughing  cheek  and 
light  step,  which  at  first  had  attracted  every  custom- 
er. Her  mistress  sometimes  observed  her  in  tears, 
but  they  were  signs  of  secret  sorrow,  which  she  con- 
cealed as  often  as  she  saw  them  attract  notice.  Time 
wore  on,  her  cheek  grew  pale,  and  her  step  heavy. 
The  cause  of  these  changes  could  not  have  escaped 
the  matronly  eye  of  Mrs.  Saddletree,  but  she  was 
chiefly  confined  by  indisposition  to  her  bedroom  for 
a  considerable  time  during  the  latter  part  of  Effie's 
service.  This  interval  was  marked  by  symptoms  of 
anguish  almost  amounting  to  despair.  The  utmost 
ellorts  of  the  poor  girl  to  command  her  fits  of  hyste- 
rical agony  were  often  totally  uimvailing,  and  the 
mistakes  which  she  made  in  ttie  shop  the  while  were 
so  numerous  and  so  provoking,  that  Bartoline  Sad- 
dletree, who,  during  his  wife>  illness,  was  obliged  to 
take  closer  char^  of  the  business  than  consisted 
with  his  study  ot  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
lost  all  patience  with  the  girl,  who,  in  his  law  Latin, 
and  without  much  respect  to  gender,  he  declared 
ought  to  be  cognosced  by  inouest  of  a  jurv,  as /ahm«, 
Juriosua^  and  nahtralUer  iaiota.  Neighbours,  also, 
and  fellow-servants,  remarked,  with  malicious  curi- 
osity or  degrading  pity,  the  disfigured  shape,  loose 
dross,  ana  pale  cheeks,  of  the  once  beautiful  and  still 
interestmg  girl.  But  to  no  one  would  she  grant  her 
confidence,  answering  all  taunts  with  bitter  sarcasm, 
and  all  serious  expostulation  with  sullea  denial,  or 
with  floods  of  tears. 

At  length,  when  Mrs.  Saddletree's  recovery  was  like- 
ly to  permit  her  wonted  attention  to  the  regulation  of 
her  household,  Effie  Deans,  as  if  unwilling  to  .face  an 
investigation  made  bv  the  authority  of  her  mistress, 
asked  permission  of  Bartoline  to  go  home  for  a  week 
or  two,  assigning  indisposition,  and  the  wish  of  try- 
ing the  benefit  of  repose  and  the  change  of  air,  as  the 
motives  of  l^er  request.  Sharp-eyed  as  a  lynx  (or 
conceiving  himself  to  be  so)  in  the  nice  sharp  quillits 
of  legal  discussion,  Bartolinls  was  ns  dull  at  drawing 
inferences  from  the  occurrences  of  common  life  as 
any  Dutch  professor  of  mathematics.  He  suffered 
Erne  to  depart  without  much  suspicion,  and  without 
any  inquiry. 

It  was  afterwards  found  that  the  period  of  a  week 
intervened  betwixt  her  leaving  her  master's  house 
and  arriving  at  St  Leonard's.  She  made  her  appear- 
ance before  her  sister  in  a  state  rather  resembling 
the  spectre  than  the  living  substance  of  the  gay  and 
beautiful  girl,  who  had  left  her  father's  cottage  for 
the  first  time  scarce  seventeen  months  before.  The 
lingering  illness  of  her  mistress  had,  for  the  last  few 
months,  given  her  a  plea  for  confining  herself  en- 
tirelv  to  the  dusky  precincts  of  the  shop  m  the  Lawn- 
market,  and  Jeanie  was  so  much  occupied,  during 
the  same  period,  with  the  concerns  of  her  father's 
household,  that  she  had  rarely  found  leisure  for  a 
walk  into  the  city,  and  a  brief  and  hurried  visit  to 
her  sifter.  The  young  women,  therefore,  had  scarcely 
seen  each  other  for  several  months,  nor  had  a  single 
scandalous  surmise  reached  the  ears  of  the  secluded 
mhabitunts  of  the  cottage  at  St.  Leonard's.  Jeanie, 
therefore,  terrified  to  death  at  her  sister's  appear- 
ance, at  first  overwhelmed  her  with  inquiries,  to 
whicn  the  unfortunate  young  woman  returned  for  a 
?ime  incoherent  and  rambling  answers,  and  finally 
fell  into  a  hysterical  fit.  Rendered  too  certain  of  her 
•aster's  misfortune,  Jeanie  had  now  the  dreadful  al- 
ternative of  communicating  her  ruin  to  her  father, 
or  of  endeavouring  to  conceal  it  from  him.  To  all 
Queatioos  concenung  the  name  or  rank  of  her  seducer, 


and  the  fate  of  t(je  being  to  whom  her  fall  had  ri-reM 
birth,  Effie  remained  mute  as  the  grave,  to  whida  obe 
seemed  hastening :  and  indeed  the  least  allusioa  to 
either  seemed  to  drive  her  to  distraction.  Her  sis- 
ter, in  distress  and  in  despair,  was  about  to  repair  to 
Mrs.  Saddletree  to  consult  her  experience,  and  at  tbe 
same  time  to  obtain  what  lights  she  could  upon  this 
most  unhappy  affair,  when  she  was  saved  that  trou- 
ble by  a  new  stroke  of  fate,  which  seemed  to  carry 
misfortune  to  the  uttermost. 

David  Deans  had  been  alarmed  at  the  state  of 
health  in  which  his  daughter  had  returned  to  her  pa- 
ternal residence ;  but  Jeanie  had  eontrived  to  divert 
him  from  particular  and  specific  inquiry.  It  was, 
therefore,  like  a  clap  of  thunder  to  the  poor  old  man, 
when,  just  as  the  hour  of  noon  had  brought  the  visit 
of  the  Laird  of  Dambiedikes  as  usual,  other  and 
sterner,  as  well  as  most  unexpected  guests,  arrived 
at  the  cottage  of  St.  Leonard's.  These  were  the 
ofiScers  of  justice,  with  a  warrant  of  nisiiciary  to 
search  for  and  apprehend  Euphemia,  or  Eflie  Deans, 
accused  of  the  crime  of  child-murder.  The  stunning; 
weight  of  a  blow  so  totally  unexpected  bore  down 
the  old  man,  who  had  in  his  early  youth  resisted  the 
brow  of  military  and  civil  tyranny,  though  backed 
with  swords  ana  guns,  tortures  ^na  gibbets.  He  fell 
extended  and  senseless  upon  his  own  hearth ;  and 
the  men,  happy  to  escape  from  the  scene  of  his  awa- 
kening, raised,  with  rude  humanity,  the  object  of  their 
warrant  from  her  bed,  and  phiced  her  in  a  coach, 
which  they  had  brought  with  them.  The  hasty  remcj- 
dies  which  Jeanie  had  applied  to  bring  back  her  fa- 
ther's senses  were  scarce  begun  to  operate,  when  the 
noiseof  ^the  wheels  in  motion  recalled  her  attention 
to  her  miserable  sister.  To  run  shrieking  after  the 
carriage  was  the  first  vain  effort  of  her  distraction, 
but  she  was  stopped  by  one  or  two  female  neighbours, 
assembled  by  the  extraordinary  appearance  ofa  coach 
in  that  sequestered  place,  who  almost  forced  her  back 
to  her  fatner's  house.  The  deep  and  sympathetic 
affliction  of  these  poor  people,  by  whom  the  little 
family  at  St.  Leonard's  were  held  in  high  regard, 
filled  the  house  with  lamentation.  Even  Dumbio- 
dikes  was  moved  from  his  wonted  apathy,  and,  grop- 
ing for  his  purse  as  he  spoke,  ejaculated,  "Jeanie. 
woman !— Jeanie,  woman  I  dinna  greet— it's  sad 
wark,  but  sfller  will  help  it ;"  and  he  drew  out  his 
purse  as  he  spoke. 

The  old  man  had  now  raised  himself  from  the 
ground,  and,  looking  about  tiim  as  if  be  missed 
something,  seemed  gradually  to  recover  the  sense  of 
his  wretchedness.  Where,"  he  said,  with  a  voice 
that  made  the  roof  ring,  "  where  is  the  vile  harlot, 
that  has  disgraced  the  olood  of  an  honest  man  7 — 
Where  is  she,  that  has  no  place  among  us,  but  baa 
come  foul  with  her  sins,  like  the  EvilOna  among 
the  children  of  God?— Where  is  she,  Jeanie 7— Bring 
,  her  before  me,  that  I  may  kill  her  with  a  word  and 
a  look  I" 

AU  hastened  around  him  with  their  appropriats 
sources  of  consolation— the  Laird  with  his  purs^ 
Jeanie  with  burnt  feathers  and  strong  waters,  ana 
the  women  with  their  exhortations.  "  O  neighbour — 
O  Mr.  Deans,  it's  a  ^air  trial^  doubtless— but  think  of 
the  Rock  of  Ages,  neighbour— think  of  the  promise !" 

"And  I  do  think  of  it^  neighbours— and  I  bless 
Grod  that  I  can  think  of  it,  even  in  the  wrack  and 
ruin  of  a'  that's  nearest  and  dearest  to  me— But  to 
be  the  father  of  a  cast-away— a  profligate— %M>o<ly 
Ziroorah— a  mere  murderess!— O,  now  wHT  the 
wicked  exult  in  the  high  placea  of  their  wickedness  { 
— the prelatists,  and  the  latitudinarians,  and  the  band- 
waledmurderers,  whose  hands  are  hard  as  horn  wi' 
handing  the  slaughter- weapons— they  will  push  out 
the  Hp,  and  say  that  we  are  even  such  as  themselves, 
Sair,  sair,  I  am  grieved,  neighbours,  for  the  poor  cast- 
away—for the  child  or  mine  oM  age— but  sairer  for 
the  stumbling-block  and  scandal  it  will  be  to  all  ten-  - 
der  and  honest  soi^s !" 

"  Davie— winna  siller  do'tT*  insinuated  the  Laird. 
Still  profiering  nia  green  purse,  Vrhich  was  full  of 
guineas. 

"  I  teU  ve,  Dambiedikes,"  sad  Deans,  "that  if  tdl- 
ing  down  my  baill  substance  could  has  saved  bm 
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iwtfcia  blade  snare,  I  wad  hae  walked  out  wi'  nae- 
^im  bttc  mv  boanet  and  my  stafTto  beg  an  awmous 
ArGed'a  sake,  and  ca'd  myaell  an  happy  man^But 
f^  dollar,  Of  a  plack,  or  me  nineteentn  part  of  a 
Mddie,  wad  aaTe  tier  open  guilt  and  open  shame  frae 
ipa  yomshraent,  that  pnrchaae  wad  David  Deans 
mnr  makel— Na,  na  t  an  eye  for  an  em  a  tooth  for 
.  tiooch,  life  for  life,  blood  for  blood— it^s  the  law  of 
■aa,  and  it's  the  law  of  GJod.— Leave  me,  sirs— leave 
mt—l  mann  warsde  wi*  this  trial  in  privacy  and  on 
m  kneea." 

/«aaie,  now  in  some  degree  restored  to  the  power 
tt  thou^t,  joined  in  the  same  request.  The  next 
ia/f  found  the  father  and  daughter  still  in  the  depth 
•f  affliction,  but  the  father  sternly  supporting  nis 
load  of  ill  through  a  proud  sense  of  religious  duty, 
aad  die  dau^ter  anxiously  su^fvessing  her  own  feel- 
iags  to  avoid  again  aWakenmg  his.  Thus  was  it 
With  the  afflicted  family  until  the  morning  after  Por- 
ttsas's  death,  a  period  at  which  we  are  now  arrived. 


CHAPTER  XL 

!•  lAI  the  counsel  that  w«  two  have  tharad. 
The  mler»*  vowi.  the  hours  that  «re  have  spent 
Wl>ea  we  hare  chid  the  hastv-footed  time 
For  pATtiof  w— Oh  I  and  is  au  Torfot  1 

MUsuMwur  NighVi  Drmm, 

Ws  have  been  a  long  while  in  conducting  Butler 
lo  the  door  of  the  cottage  at  St  Leonard's :  yet  the 
^»aoe  which  we  have  occupied  in  the  preceding  mt- 
rttire  does  not  exceed  in  length  that  which  he  actn- 
■Hy  spent  on  Salisbury  Crags  on  the  morning  which 
SBcceedfld  the  execution  done  upon  Porteous  by  the 
rioters.  For  this  delay  he  had  his  own  motives.  He 
wished  to  collect  his  thoughts,  strangely  agitated  as 
they  wero,^  first  by  the  melancholy  news  of  Effie 
Oeans'a  situation,  and  afterwards  by  the  frightful 
scene  which  he  had  witnessed.  In  the  situation  also 
b  which  he  stood  with*  respect  to  Jeanie  and  her 
lather,  some  ceremony,  at  least  some  choice  of  fitting 
time  and  season,  was  necessary  to  wait  upon  them. 
Bight  in  the  morning  was  then  the  ordinary  hour  for 
br^kfast.  and  he  resolved  that  it  should  amve  before 
he  made  his  appearance  in  their  cottage. 

Never  did  hours  pass  so  heavily.  Butler  shifted  his 
place  and  enlargea  his  oircle  to  while  away  the  time, 
and  heard  the  huge  bell  of  St  Giles's  toll  each  suc- 
eesstve  hour  in  swelling  tones,  which  were  instantly 
attested  by  those  of  the  other  steeples  in  succession. 
Be  had  heard  seven  struck  in  this  manner,  when  he 
began  to  think  he  might  venture  to  approach  nearer 
to  St  Leonard's,  from  which  he  was  still  a  mile  dis- 
tant Accordingly  he  descended  froin  his  lofty  station 
as  low  as  the  bottom  of  the  valley  which  divides  Salis- 
bury Crags  from  those  small  rocks  which  take  their 
name  from  Saint  Leonard.  It  is,  as  many  of  my 
leaders  may  know,  a  deep,  wild,  grassy  valley,  scat- 
tered with  huge  rocks  and  fragments  which  hale 
deaeanded  from  the  cliffs  and  steep  ascent  to  the  east 
This  sequestered  dell,  as  well  as  other  places  of  the 
open  pasturage  of  the  King's  Park,  was,  about  this 
CmMi,  often  the  resort  of  the  gallants  of  the  time  who 
had  affairs  of  honour  to  discuss  with  the  sword. 
Doels  were  then  very  common  in  Scotland,  for  the 
sentry  were  at  once  idle,^  haughty,  fierce,  divided  by 
faction,  and  addicted  to  intemperance,  so  that  there 
lacked  neither  provocation,  nor  inclination  to  resent 
jiven;  and  the  sword,  which  was  part  of 
eman's  dress,  was  the  only  weapon  used 

aion  of  such  diflferences.   When,  therefore, 

observed  a  young  man,  skulking,  apparently 
void  observation,  among  the  scattered  rocks  at 
some  distance  from  the  footpath,  he  was  naturally 
led  to  suppose  that  he  had  sought  this  lonely  spot 
qwn  that  evil  errand.  He  was  so  strongly  impressed 
with  this,  that  notwithstanding  his  own  distress  of 
mind,  he  could  not,  according  to  his  sense  of  duty  as 
•  ckxgyinaii.  oass  this  person  without  speaking  to 
bim.  There  are  times,  thought  he  to  himself,  when 
the  slightest  interference  may  avert  a  great  calamity— 
when  a  word  spoken  in  season  may  do  more  for  pre- 
tnition  than  thie  eloquence  of  Tully  could  do  for  reme- 
MK  evil^And  for  mv  own  griefSi,  bo  they  as  they 
Vol  m 


may,  I  shall  feel  them  the  lighter,  if  diey  divert  roe  not 
from  the  prosecution  of  my  duty. 

Thus  thinking  and  feeling,  he  quitted  the  ordinary 
path,  and  advanced  nearer  the  object  he  had  noticed. 
The  man  at  first  directed  his  course  towards  the  hill, 
in  order,  as  it  appeared,  to  avoid  him :  but  when  he 
saw  that  Butler  seemed  disposed  to  follow  him,  ha 
adjusted  his  hat  fiercely,  tunied  round,  and  came  for- 
ward, as  if  to  meet  and  defy  scrutiny. 

Butler  had  an  opportumty  of  accurately  studying 
his  features  as  they  advanced  slowly  to  meet  each 
other.  The  stranger  seemed  about  twenty-five  years 
old.  His  dress  waa  of  a  kind  which  could  hanfly  be 
said  to  indicate  his  rank  with  certainty,  for  it  was 
such  as  young  gentlemen  sometimes  wore  while  on 
active  exercise  m  thd  morning  and.which,  therefore, 
was  imitated  by  thoae  of  the  inferior  ranks,  as  young 
clerks  and  tradesmen,  because  its  cheapness  rendered 
it  attainable,  while  it  approached  more  nearly  to  the 
apparel  of  youths  of  fashion  than  any  other  which 
the  manners  of  the  times  permitted  them  to  wear.  If 
his  air  and  manner  could  be  trusted,  however,  this 
person  seemed  rather  to  be  dressed  under  than  above 
his  rank ;  for  his  carriage  was  bold  and  somewhat 
supercilious,  his  step  easy  and  free,  his  manner  daring 
and  unconstr^ed.  His  stature  was  of  the  middle 
size,  or  rather  above  it,  his  limbs  well-proportioned, 
yet  not  so  strong  as  to  infer  the  reproach  of  clumsi- 
ness. His  features  wel^  uncommonly  handsome, 
and  all  about  him  would  have  been  interesting  and 
prepossessing^  but  for  that  indescribable  expression 
which  habitual  dissipation  gives  to  the  countenance, 
joined  with  a  certain  audacity  in  look  and  manner,  of 
that  kind  which  is  often  assumed  as  a  mask  for  con- 
fusion and  apprehension. 

Butler  and  the  stranger  met— stirveyed  each  other 
— when,  as  the  latter,  slightly  touching  his  hat,  was 
about  to  pass  by  him.  Butler,  while  he  returned  the 
salutation,  observed,  "  A  fine  morning,  sir— You  are 
on  the  hill  early." 

**  I  have  business  here,"  said  the  young  man,  in  a 
tone  meant  to  repress  further  inquiry. 

"  I  do  not  doubt  it,  su-,"  said  Butler.  **  I  trust  yo!i 
vrill  forgive  my  hoping  that  it  is  of  a  lawful  ktnd  r* 

"  Sir,  said  the  other,  with  marked  surprise,  "  I 
never  forgive  impertinence,  nor  can  I  conceive  what 
title  you  have  to  hope  any  thing  about  what  no  way 
concerns  you." 

"  I  am  a  soldier,  sir,"  said  Buder,  **  and  have  a  charge 
to  arrest  evil-doers  in  the  name  of  my  Master." 

"  A  soldier  T*  said  the  young  man,  stepping  back, 
and  fiercely  laying  his  hand  on  his  sword—"  A  sol- 
dier, and  arrest  me?  Did  you  reckon  what  youa^e 
was  worth,  befo^  you  took  the  commission  upon  yaff^* 

"You  mistake  me,  sir,"  said  Butler  gravely ;  "  nei- 
ther my  warfare  nor  my  warrant  are  of  this  world.  I 
am  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  have  power,  in  my 
Masters  name,  to  command  the  peace  upon  earth  and 
good- will  towards  men,  which  was  proclaimed  with 
the  gospel." 

**A  minister!"  said  the  stranger,  carelessly,  and 
vrith  an  expression  approaching  to  scorn.  "  I  know 
the  gentlemen  of  your  cloth  m  Scotland  claim  a 
strange  right  of  intermeddling  with  men's  privaie 
afTairs.  But  I  have  been  abroad,  and  know  better 
than  to  be  priest-ridden." 

"  Sir,  if  it  be  true  that  any  of  my  cloth,  or,  it  might 
be  more  decently  said,  of  my  calling,  interfere  with 
men's  private  afiairs,  for  the  gratification  either  ©f 
idle  cunosity,  or  for  worse  motives,  you  cannot  have 
learned  a  better  lesson  sbroad  than  to  contemn  such 
practices.  But,  in  my  Master's  work,  I  am  called  to 
be  busy  in  season  and  out  of  season ;  and,  conscious 
as  I  am  of  a  pure  motive,  it  were  better  for  me  to  in- 
cur your  contempt  for  speaking,  than  the  correction 
of  my  own  conscience  for  beirw:  silent." 

**  In  the  name  of  the  devil  I'^^said  the  young  roan 
impatiently,  "  say  what  you  have  to  say,  then ;  though 
whom  you  take  me  for,  or  what  earthly  concern  you 
can  have  with  me,  a  stranger  to  you,  or  with  my  ac 
tions  and  motives,  of  which  you  can  know  nothrog. 
I  cannot  conjecture  for  an  instant" 

"You  are  about,"  said  Butler,  "to  violate  one  of 
yo^sontry*!  wisest  laws— you  are  about,  which  it 
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much  more  dreadful,  to  vioIat<;  a  law,  which  God 
himself  lias  iinplantud  within  uur  nature,  and  writ- 
U;n,  as  it  were,  m  the  table  of  our  hearts,  to  which 
every  thrill  of  our  ner\'es  iri  responsive." 

"And  what  is  the  law  you  speak  of?"  said  the 
Btranuer,  in  a  hollow  and  somewhat  disturbed  accent. 

"  Thou  shalt  do  no  mubder,"  said  Butler,  with  a 
d(»p  and  solemn  voici}. 

Tlic  yoii'iu  man  visibly  started,  and  looked  consi- 
derably appalled.  Butler  perceived  he  had  niade  a  fa- 
vourable impression,  and  re&olvW  to  follow  it  up. 
"Tliink,-'  he  said,  *'yuuni;  ninn,*'  layin^^  his  hand 
kindly  upon  the  stranger's  shoulder,  "  what  an  awful 
olternalivo  yuu  voluntarily  choose  for  yoursc^lf,  to  kill 
or  hii  killi.d.  Think  what  it  is  to  rush  uncalled  into 
jhe  preseijco  of  an  ofLiided  Deity,  your  heart  ferment- 
ing with  evil  passions,  your  hand  hot  from  the  steel 
you  had  III  en  ur^in^.  with  your  liest  skill  and  malice, 
against  ilic  breast  of  a  fellow-creature.  Or,  suppose 
yourself  the  scarce  less  wreichtd  survivor,  with  the 
Kuilt  of  Cain,  the  first  inurdt-rer,  in  your  heart,  with 
nis  stamp  upon  your  brow— that  stamp,  which  struck 
all  who  i:azed  on  him  with  unutterable  horror,  and 
by  which  the  murderer  is  made  manifest  to  all  who 

look  upon  him.    Think" 

^  The  Htran.yrcr  pradually  withdrew  himself  from  un- 
uor  the  bund  of  his  nioniior;  and,  puHiri:;  his  hat 
over  his  brows,  thus  interruptr.-d  him.  "  Vour  mean- 
ing, sir,  I  dare  say,  is  excellent,  but  you  arc  throwini? 
Jrour  atlvice  away.  I  am  not  m  this  place  with  vio- 
ent  intentions  a;;i;ainst  any  one.  I  may  be  bad  enough 
—you  priests  say  all  men  are  so— l)ut  I  am  here  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  life,  not  of  takiui;  it  away.  If 
you  wish  to  spend  your  time  rather  in  doin;^  a  j^ood 
action  than  in  talking  about  yuu  know  not  what,  I 
will  give  you  an  opportunity.'  Do  you  Sie  yonder 
crag  to  ihe  riirht,  over  which  appears  the  chimneyof 
a  lone  house  ]  Go  thither,  inuuire  for  one  Jennie 
Deans,  the  daughter  of  the  g<iorIman;  let  her  know 
that  he  she  wots  of  remained  here  from  daybreak  till 
this  hour,  expecting  to  sec  her,  and  that  he  can  abide 
no  lonmr.  Tell  her,  she  must  meet  me  at  the  Hun- 
ter's Bog  to-night,  as  the  moon  riwa  behind  St.  An- 
thony's Hill,  or  that  she  will  make  a  desperate  man 
of  me." 

"  Who.  or  what  arc  yon,"  n plied  Butler,  exceeding- 
ly and  most  unpleasantly  surprised,  "who  charge  mc 
witli  such  an  errand  ?" 

"  1  am  the  devil  l" answered  the  young  man 

hastily. 

Butler  stepp^  instinctively  back,  and  commended 
himsi'lf  iiiii  rnully  to  Heaven  ;  for.  though  a  wise  and 
strong-minded  man,  he  wis  neither  wiser  nor  more 
Btrnng-rnirided  than  thosi.'  of  his  age  and  eiiucation, 
wiiii  whuni,  to  disbelieve  witchcraft  or  spectres  was 
held  an  undeniable  proof  of  atheism. 

The  sJraMifiT  went  on  without  obscTA'ing  his  emo- 
tion. '*  Ve-«* !  call  me  Ar>ollyon,  Abaddon,  whatever 
name  vow  shall  clioose,  as  a  clerg\'nian  aniuaintcd 
with  tlie  upp-r  and  lower  eirch'S  of'spiritual  dcnonii- 
naiion,  to  call  mc  by,  you  shall  not  find  an  nppella- 
tiou  inore  odious  to  him  that  bears  it,  than  is  mine 
own." 

This  sentence  was  spoken  with  the  bitterness  of 
self-upbraidini;,  and  a  contortion  of  visage  absolutely 
demoniac  il.  Butler,  though  a  man  brave  by  princi- 
ple, 11  not  by  constitution,  was  overawed;  for  inten- 
sity of  mental  distress  has  in  it  a  sort  of  sublimity 
which  n  pels  and  overawes  all  men,  but  esiiecially 
tlu»He  of  kind  and  sympathetic  dispositions.  The 
Btranu'er  turned  abruptly  from  Butler  as  he  spoke,  but 
instuntlv  rMurncd,  and,  comiim  up  to  him  closely  and 
boldly,  said,  in  a  fierce,  determined  tone,  "I  have  told 
you  who  an!  what  I  am— who,  and  what  ore  you? 
What  is  you/  namel" 

"  Butler,"  answered  the  person  to  whom  this  ab- 
rupt question  was  addressed,  surprised  into  answer- 
ing it  by  the  sinidcn  and  fierce  manner  of  the  querist 
—  *  Ileuben  Butler,  a  preocher  of  the  gospel." 

At  this  answer,  the  stranger  a^cain  plucked  more 

dc;p  over  his  brows  the  hat  which  he  had  thrown 

hack  in  his  former  agitation.    "  Butler !"  he  repeatetl. 

^'"4i^  assistant  of  ine  schoolmnstcr  af  IJbbtrlon  ]" 

The ^mo," auswvrcd Buikr,  compoaediY.  ^ 


The  stranger  covered  his  face  with  his  hand,  at  if 
on  sudden  reflection,  and  tlien  turned  away,  but  stop- 
ped when  he  had  walked  a  few  paces ;  and  seeing 
Butler  follow  him  with  his  eyes,  called  out  in  a  stem 
yet  suppressed  tone,  just  as  if  he  had  exactly  calcu- 
lated that  his  accents  should  not  be  heard  a  yard  b^ 
yond  the  spot  on  which  Butler  stood.    "Go  your 


way,  and  do  mine  errand.  Do  not  look  after  me.  I 
will  neither  descend  through  the  bowels  of  these 
rocks,  nor  vanish  in  a  flash  of  fire ;  and  yet  the  eye 
that  s«;ek»-to  trace  my  motions  shall  have  reason  to 
curse  it  was  ever  shrouded  by  eyelid  or  eyelash.  B<v 
gone,  and  look  not  behind  you.  Tell  Jeanie  Deans, 
that  when  the  moon  rises  I  shall  expect  to  meet  her 
at  Nicol  Muschat's  Cairn,  beneath  Saint  Anthony'a 
Chapel." 

As  he  uttered  thes^-onls,  he  turned  and  took  the 
road  against  the  hill,  with  a  haste  that  seemed  as 
peremptory  as  his  tone  of  authority. 

Dreading  he  knew  not  what  of  additional  misery  to 
a  lot  which  seemed  little  capable  of  n.oeiving  aug- 
mentation, and  desiH?ratc  at  the  idea  that  any  living 
man  should  dare  to  send  so  oxtraordinarr  a  request, 
couched  in  terms  so  imperious,  to  the  half- betrothed 
object  of  his  early  and  only  aftection,  Burbrr  strode 
hastily  towards  the  cottage,  m  order  to  ascertain  how 
far  this  daring  and  rude  gallant  was  actually  entitled 
to  press  on  Jeanie  Dt^ans  a  request,  which  no  nrudt.nt, 
and  scariHi  any  modest  young  woman,  was  likely  to 
comply  with. 

Butler  was  by  nature  neither  jealous  nor  super- 
stitious; yet  the  feelings  whieh  lead  to  those  moixls 
of  the  mmd  were  rooted  in  his  heart  as  a  fKirtion 
derive<l  from  the  common  stock  of  humanity.  It 
wns  maddening  to  think  that  a  profligate  uallant, 
such  as  the  manner  and  tone  of  the  stranger  evinced 
him  to  be,  should  have  it  in  his  power  to  command 
forth  his  future  bride  and  plighteci  true  love,  at  a  place 
so  improper,  and  an  hour  so  unseasonable.  Yet  the 
tone  in  which  the  stranger  spoke  had  nothing  of  the 
soft  half-breathed  voice  proper  to  the  Si^ueer  who 
solicits  an  assignation  *;  it  was  bold,  fierce,  and  im- 
perative, and  hod  less  ot  love  in  it  than  of  menace  and 
uitimiJation. 

The  suggestions  of  superstition  seemed  more  plau 
sible,  had  Butler's  mind  been  very  accessible  to  them. 
Was  this  indeed  the  Roaring  Lion,  who  goetli  alK>ut 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour  ?  This  was  a  question 
which  pressed  itself  on  Butlefs  mind  with  an  earn- 
estness that  cannot  be  conceived  by  those  who  liv« 
in  the  uresent  day.  The  fiery  eye,  the  a[»rupt  demea* 
nour,  the  occasionally  harsh,  yet  studiously  siilMJued 
tone  of  voiee  — the  feuture.s  handsome,  but  now  cloud- 
e<l  with  pride,  now  disturbc<l  by  suspicion,  now  in- 
flame<i  with  nassion— those  dark  hazel  eyes  which  he 
sometimes  shaded  with  his  cap,  as  if  he  were  averse 
to  have  them  seen  while  they  were  occupiej)  with 
keenly  observing  t4ie  motions  and  bearing  of  others— 
those  eyes  that  were  now  turbid  with  melancholy, 
now  gleaming  with  scorn,  and  now  sparkling  wixn 
fury— was  it  the  passions  of  a  mere  mortal  tliey  ex- 
pressed, or  the  emotions  of  a  fiend,  who  seeks,  and 
s^Hiks  in  vain,  to  conceal  his  fiendish  designs  under 
the  borrowed  ninsk  of  manly  beauty?  The  whole 
partook  of  the  mien,  language,  and  port  of  the  ruined 
archangel;  and,  imperfectly  as  we  nave  been  able  lo 
descrilto  it,  the  effect  of  the  interview  upon  Ihiiler'a 
nenes,  shaken  as  they  were  at  the  time  by  the  hor- 
rors of  the  preceding  night,  were  greater  thaL^iw|Ui- 
derstanding  warranted,  or  his  pride  ean;iW^HpRt 
to.  The  very  place  where  ho  had  met  tnB-  sin|uw 
per8<m  was  desecrated,  as  it  were,  and  unhallawMl. 
owing  to  many  violent  deaths,  both  in  duels  ancF^ 
suicide,  which  nad  in  former  times  taken  place  then'; 
and  the  place  which  he  had  named  as  a  rendezvous 
at  80  late  an  hour,  was  held  in  general  to  be  accursed, 
from  a  frightful  and  cruel  murder  which  had  been 
there  comin it tdi  by  the  wretch  from  whom  the  place 
took  its  name,  upon  the  person  of  hia  own  wife.*    It 

*  Nirhol  MutrliAt,  a  debauched  nnd  pn>fliffiite  wrctrh,  h«rifi( 
c«n<'fti\c(l  a  Iwtii'il  nsnin.^t  Iim  wife,  enifrcd  inio  n  rvniipiracy 
Willi  iiiKiUinr  limtal  hlji»rtiiin  and  sambli^r,  niiiiii-ti  Onnphi^ll  of 
i;iim)iiutk,  (rpiH^aU'dly   nwnlinniMl    in    Pi-nnyfuirk"*   miTiriril 
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««0  m  such  placet,  tcoording  to  the  belief  of  that 
penod.  (when  the  laws  againet  witchcraft  were  still 
m  fresh  observance^  and  had  even  lately  been  acted 
IMU)  that  evil  q>intfl  bad  power  to  make  themselves 
v«Me  to  human  eyes,  and  to  practice  ufion  the  feel- 
mgs  and  aeoses  of  mankind.  Suspicions,  founded  on 
such  drcumstances,  rushed  on  Butler's  mind,  unpre- 
pared as  it  was,  by  any  previous  course  of  reasonmg, 
looeiif  that  wbich  all  of  his  time,  coun^,  and  pro- 
iesBBon,  believed ;  but  common  sense  rejected  these 
vain  ideas  as  inconsistent,  if  not  with  possibility,  at 
least  with  the  general  rules  by  which  the  universe  is 
0ovemed,-7-a  deviation  from  which,  as  Butler  well 
argued  with  himself,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as 


probable,  upon  any  but  the  plainest  and  most  incon- 
trovotible  evidence.  An  earthly  lover,  howeves,  or  a 
fouog  man,  who,  from  whatl^r  cause,  bad  the  right 


of  exereising  such  summary  and  imceremonious  au- 
thority over  the  object  of  his  long-settled,  and  appa- 
rently sincerely  returned  affection,  was  an  object 
scarce  lees  appalling  to  his  mind,  than  those  which 
■opCTStition  BUjggested. 

His  limbsezhausted  with  fatigue,  his  mind  harassed 
with  anxiety,  and  with  painful  doubts  and  recollec- 
tions, Butler  dragged  himself  up  the  ascent  from  the 
▼alley  to  Saint  Leonard's  Crags,  and  presented  him- 
self at  the  door  of  Deans's  habitation,  vrith  feelings 
Budi  akin  to  the  miserable  reflections  and  fears  of 
Its  iohabitants. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Then  iIm  stretch'd  out  her  lily  hand, 

And  for  to  do  her  best ; 
"  Hm  back  thf  thith  and  troth.  Willie. 

God  fie  thj  loul  food  rest  l"  Old  Ballad. 

*CoMB  in,"  answered  the  low  and  sweet-toned 
N>ioe  he  loved  best  to  hesn  as  Butler  tapped  at  the 
4oor  of  the  cottage.  He  lifted  the  latch,  and  found 
Aimself  under  the  roof  of  affliction.  Jeanie  was 
ttnable  to  trust  herself  with  more  than  one  ^ance 
towards  her  lover,  whom  she  new  met  under  circum- 
stances 80  agonizmg  to  her  feelings,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  humbling  to  her  honest  pride.  It  is  well 
known,  that  much,  both  of  what  is  good  and  bad  in 
the  Scottish  national  character,  arises  out  of  the  in- 
timacy of  their  family  connexions.  "  To  be  come  of 
honest  folk,"  that  is,  of  people  ^o  have  borne  a 
fair  and  unstained  reputation,  is  an  advantage  as 
highly  prized  among  the  lower  Scotch,  as  the  em- 
phatic counterpart,  **  to  be  of  a  good  family,"  is 
valued  among  their  gentry.  The  worth  and  resbecta- 
biHty  of  one  member  of  a  peasant's  family  is  always 
accounted  by  themselves  and  others,  not  only  a 
matter  of  honest  pride,  but  a  guarantee  for  the  good 
conduct  of  the  whole.  On  the  contrary,  such  a 
melancholy  stain  as  was  now  flung  on  one  of  the 
children  of  Deans,  extended  its  disgrace  to  all  con- 
nected with  him,  and  Jeanie  felt  herself  lowered  at 
once,  in  her  own  eyes,  and  in  those  of  her  lover.  It 
was  in  vain  that  she  repressed  this  feeling,  as  far 
subordinate  and  too  selnsh  to  be  mmgled  with  her 
sorrow  for  her  sister's  calamity.  Nature  prevailed : 
and  while  she  shed  teare  for  her  sister's  distress  and 
danger,  there  mingled  with  them  bitter  drops  of  grief 
for  her  own  degradation. 

As  Butler  entered,  the  oM  man  was  seated  by  the 
fire  with  his  well-wom  pocket  Bible  in  his  hands,  the 
eompanion  of  the  wanderings  and  danaera  of  his 
^Otttn,  and  bequeathed  to  him  on  the  scaffold  by  one 
of  those,  who,  in  the  year  1686,  sealed  their  enthusi- 
astic pnnciples  with  their  blood.  The  sun  sent 
its  rays  through  a  small  window  at  the  old  man's 
back,  and,  "  shining  motty  through  the  reek,"  to  use 
the  expression  of  a  bard  of  that  time  and  country, 

lifi-ninfttj  the  gray  hairs  of  the  old  man,  and  the 

iromas'c  eharaeter,  lo  as  to  eiuiblfl  Muaohat,  oo  false  pretenoea, 
to  obtain  a  divorce  fhmi  Iter.  The  brutal  devices  to  which 
llMes  worthy  accompliee*  resorted  for  that  purpose  hanns  fhil* 
id,  ttier  •adeaToared  to  destroy  her  by  admlnisterinr  meaioine 
•fa  daocerotts  kind,  and  in  extraordinary  quaatitiee. 

This  parpoee  also  fUlinc,  Nicol  Muschat,  or  Mtnehet  did 
Inllf ,  on  the  ITth  October,  vm,  carry  his  wife  under  cloud  of 
Mht  to  the  K biff's  Park,  adjacent  to  what  is  called  the  Duke's 
IStk,  Bsar  Itoinwd  PiOaoe*  «Dd  then  took  her  lite  by  auttiof 


sacred  page  which  he  studied.  His  features,  Hir  tntn 
handsome,  and  rather  hareh  and  severe,^had  yet,  from 
their  expression  of  habitual  gravity^  and  contempt  for 
earthly  things,  an  expression  of  stoical  disnity  amidst 
their  sternness.  He  boasted,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
attributes  which  Southey  ascribes  to  the  ancient 
Scandinavians,  whom  he  terms  "firm  to  inflict,  and 
stubborn  to  endure."  The  whole  formed  a  picture, 
of  which  the  lights  might  have  b^n  given  by  Rem- 
brandt, but  the  outline  would  have  required  the  force 
and  vigour  of  Michael  Angelo. 

Deans  lifted  his  eye  as  Butler  entered,  and  mstantly 
withdrew  it,  as  from  an  object  which  gave  him  at 
once  suiprise  and  sudden  pain.  He  had  assumed 
such  high  ground  with  this  camal-witted  scholar^  as 
he  had  m  his  pride  termed  Butler,  that  to  meet  hira. 
of  all  men,  under  feelings  of  humiliation,  aganravated 
his' misfortime,  and  was  a  consummation  like  that 
of  the  dying  chief  in  the  old  ballad^*'  Earl  Percy  sees 
myfaU!" 

Deans  raised  the  Bible  with  his  left  band,  so  as 
partly  to  screen  his  face,  and  puttms  back  his  right 
as  far  as  he  could,  hekl  it  towards  Butler  in  that  po- 
sition, at  the  same  time  turning  his  body  from  him, 
as  if  to  prevent  his  seeing  the  working  of  his  counte- 
nance. Butler  clasped  the  extended  hand  which  had 
supported  his  orphan  infancy,  wept  over  it,  and  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  say  more  than  the  words—"  God 
comfort  you— Grod  comfort  vou  I" 

"  He  will^he  doth,  my  niend,"  said  Deans,  assu- 
ming firmness  as  he  discovered  the  agitation  of  his 
guest ;  "  he  doth  now,  and  he  will  yet  more,  in  his 
own  gude  time.  I  have  been  ower  proud  of  my  suf- 
ferings in  a  gude  cause,  Reuben,  and  now  I  am  to  be 
tried  with  those  whilk  will  turn  my  pride  and  gtory 
into  a  reproach  and  a  hissing.  How  mnckle  better  I 
hae  thought  mysell  than  them  that  lay  saft  fed  sweet, 
and  drank  deep,  when  I  was  in  the  moss-haggs  and 
moors,  wi'  precious  Donald  Cameron^  and  worthy 
Mr.  Blackaader,  called  Guessagain ;  and  how  proud 
I  was  o'  being  made  a  spectacle  to  men  and  angels, 
having  stood  on  their  pillory  at  the  Canongate  afore 
I  was  fifteen  yeara  old,  for  the  cause  of  a  National 
Covenant !  To  think.  Reuben,  that  I.  whae  hae  been 
sae  honoured  and  exalted  in  my  youth,  nay,  when  I 
was  but  a  hafflins  callant,  and  that  hae  borne  testi- 
mony again'  the  defecuons  e'  the. times  yearly, 
monthly,  daily,  hourly,  minutely,  striving  and  testify- 
ing with  uplifted  hand  and  voicc^  crying  aloud,  and 
sparing  not,  against  all  great  national  snares,  as  the 
nation-wasting  and  church-sinking  abomination  of 
union,  toleration,  and  patronage,  iinposed  by  the  last 
woman  of  that  unhappy  race  of^  Stewarts;  also 
against  the  infringements  and  invasions  of  the  just 
ppwen  of  elderehip,  whereanent  I  uttered  my  paper, 
called,  a  'Cry  of  an  Howl  in  the  Desert,'  pnnied  at 
the  Bow-head,  and  sold  by  all  flying  stationera  in  town 
and  country—and  now"-^ 

Here  he  paused.  It  may  wdl  be  supposed  that 
Butler,  though  not  absolutely  coinciding  in  all  the 
good  old  man's  ideas  about  church  government,  had 
too  much  consideration  and  humanity  to  interrupt 
him,  while  he  reckoned  up  with  conscious  pride  his 
sufferings,  and  the  constancy  of  his  testimony.  On 
the  contrary,  when  he  paused  imder  the  influence  ot 
the  bitter  recollections  of  the  moment,  Butldr  instantly 
threw  in  his  mi  te  of  encouragement.    ' 

"  You  have  been  well  known,  my  old  and  revered 
friend,  a  true  and  tried  follower  m  the  Cross;  one 
who,  as  Saint  Jerome  hath  it,  *p«r  %f{fn7niam  et 
honamfamam  gr<U9ari  ad  immortalittUem^*  which 
may  be  freely  rendered,  *  who  nishethon  to  immortal 
life,  through  bad  report  and  gnd  report'  Yovhave 
been  one  of  those  to  whom  the  lender  and  fearful 
soqls  cry  during  the  midnight  solitude,—*  Watchman, 
what  or  the  ni^t  t— Watchman,  what  of  the  night  1* 

her  throat  almost  quite  throuf  h,  and  infUetiu  oilier  wounds. 
He  pleaded  ruilty  to  the  indictment,  for  which  he  snfKimd 
des'h.  His  associate.  Campbell,  was  sentenced  to  transporta 
tion  for  his  diare  in  the  previous  eonspiracy.  See  MacLsunira 
Criminal  Cases,  pases  U  and  718.  ^    ^ 

In  memory,  and  at  the  same  time  axeeralioo.  of  the  dead,  a 
Cafm,  or  pile  of  stones,  long  marked  the  spot  It  is  now  alnMm 
totally  removed,  in  consequence  of  an  alteratioo  on  the  road  m 
thatP" 
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—And,  aSMireiily,  this  he^vy  dispensation,  as  it  comes 
not  with')ut  Divine  penni9b.on.  so  it  comes  not  with- 
out its  pptH:ial  commission  and  use." 

"  I  do  TL-ceive  it  os  such,"  said  poor  Deans,  rctum- 
inK  the  prasp  of  Butler's  hand;  "and,  if  I  have  not 
been  tau^lit  to  rend  the  Scripture  in  any  other  ton^^e 
but  my  native  Scottibh,"  (even  in  his  distress  Butler's 
Latin  quotation  had  not  escaped  his  notice,)  "I  have, 
^  no'crt 111.' less,  so  learned  them,  that  I  trust  to  bear 
P  even  this  crook  in  my  lot  with  submission.  But  O, 
Reuben  Butler,  the  kirk,  of  whilk,  though  unworthy, 
I  have  vet  bti-n  thou&iht  a  polished  shaft,  and  meet  to 
be  a  pillar,  holding,  from  my  youth  upward,  the  place 
of  nilint;  elder— what  will  the  lightsome  and  profane 
think  of  (he  Kiiide  that  cannot  keep  his  own  family 
from  stumbling?  How  will  they  take  up  their  song 
and  their  reproach,  when  thev  sec  that  the  chjhiren  of 
profet^sors  are  liable  to  as  foul  backsliding  as  the  ofl- 
•pring  of  Belial !  But  I  will  bear  my  cross  ^inth  the 
comfort,  that  whatever  showed  like  goo<lness  in  me 
or  mine,  was  but  like  the  light  tlmt  shines  frae  creep- 
ing ins«  cts,  on  the  brae-side,  in  a  dark  night— it 
V'-lus  bright  to  the  ee,  because  all  is  dark  around  it ; 
out  when  the  morn  comes  on  the  moun'ains^  it  is  but 
a  puir  rrnwiing  kail-worm  after  a'.  And  sae  it  shows, 
wi'  ony  rng  of  human  righteousness,  or  formal  law- 
work,  thai  we  may  pit  round  us  to  cover  our  shame." 

As  he  pronounced  these  words,  the  door  again 
opene<i,  and  Mr.  Bartoline  Saddletree  entered,  his 
tiirec-pointed  hat  set  far  back  on  his  head,  with  a 
silk  handkerchief  beneath  it,  to  keep  it  in  that  cool 
position,  bin  gold-hraded  cane  in  hi9,hand.  and  his 
whole  oirportment  that  of  a  wealthy' burgher,  who 
might  one  day  look  to  have  a  share  in  the  magistracy, 
if  not  actually  to  hold  the  curule  chair  itself, 

Roeliefoucault,  who  has  torn  the  veil  from  so  many 
foul  giingrenes  of  the  human  heart,  says,  we  find 
Bomuihin?  not  altogether  unpleasant  to  us  in  the  mis- 
fortunes of  our  best  friends.  Mr.  Saddletree  would 
have  bcin  very  angry  had  any  one  told  him  that  he 
feltpk-urture  in  tiie disaster  ot  poor  Efiic  Deans,  and 
the  dis^rare  of  her  family ;  and  yet  there  is  great 
question  whether  the  gratification  of  playing  the  per- 
son of  importuncc,  inquiring,  in ves titrating,  and  laying 
down  the  law  on  the  whole  alfair,  did  not  offer,  to  say 
the  Itsast,  full  consolation  for  the  pain  w;hich  pure 
Bympathy  gave  him  on  account  of  his  wife's  kins- 
woman. He  had  now  got  a  piece  of  real  judicial 
.  busnu'SH  hy  the  end,  instead  of  being  oblij^ed,  as  was 
his  common  case,  to  intrude  hisopinron  where  it  was 
neiilier  wished  nor  wanted  ;  and  felt  as  happy  in  the 
exchange  as  a  boy  when  he  gets  his  first  new  watch, 
which  actually  goes  when  wound  up.  and  has  real 
hands  and  a  tfue/lial-plate.  But  besides  this  subject 
for  legal  disquisition,  Bartolinc's  brains  were  also 
overloaded  with  the  afl'air  of  Porteous,  his  violent 
death,  and  all  its  probable  consequences  to  tho  city 
and  community.  It  was  what  the  French  call  tern- 
barms  d^  richenges,  the  confusioa  arises  from  too 
much  mental  wealth.  He  walked  in  with  a  con- 
Bciousness  of  double  importance,  fuU  fraught  with 
tlic  superiority  of  one  who  possesses  more  informa- 
tion than  the  company  into  which  he  enters,  and  who 
feels  a  right  to  dischan^e  his  leamingon  them  without 
mercy.  "  Good  morning,  Mr.  Deans,— good-morrow 
to  you,  Mr  Butler,— I  was  not  aware  that  you  were 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Deans." 

Butlrr  made  some  slight  answer ;  his  reasons  may 
be  readily  imagined  for  not  making  his  connexion 
with  the  family,  which,  in  his  eyes,  bad  something  of 
tender  mystery,  a  frequent  subject  of  conversation 
with  inditfercnt  persons,  such  as  Saddletree. 

TIm  worthy  burghe^in  tho  plenitude  of  self-import- 
ance now  sate  down  upon  a  chair,  wiped  his  brow, 
collected  his  breath,  and  made  the  first  experiment  of 
tlie  re8olve<l  pith  or  his  Inngs,  in  a  deep  and  dignified 
■igh,  resembling  a  groan  in  sound  and  intonation— 
"  Awfii'  times  these,  neighbour  I>eans,  awfu'  times !" 

"Sinfu,*  shamefu',  heaven-daring  times,"  ainswered 
Peans,  in  a  lower  and  mora  subdued  tone. 

"  For  my  part,"  continued  Saddletree,  swelling 

frith  importance,  "  what  between  the  distress  of  my 

JJwn//^  and  my  puir  avdd  counirVt  ony  wit  that  ever 

Jiisiiiaay  he  Boid  to  have  abanaoned  me,  aae  that  I 


sometimes  think  myself  as  ignorant  as  if  I  were  inter 
rusticog.  Here  when  I  arise  in  the  morning  wi'  mf 
mind  just  arranced  touching  what's  to  be  done  in 
puir  Lfine's  misfortune,  and  nae  gotten  the  haill  sta 
tuteat  my  finger-ends,  the  mob  maun  get  up  and 
string  Jock  Porteous  to  a  dyester's  beam,  and  ding 
a*  thing  out  of  my  head  again." 

Deeply  as  he  was  distressed  with  his  own  domestic 
calamity.  Deans  could  not  help  expressing  some  in- 
terest in  the  news.  Saddletree  imnfiediatily  entered 
on  details  of  the  insurrection  and  its  constiiuences, 
while  Butler  took  the  occasion  to  seek  some  private 
conversation  with  Jeanie  Deans.  She  gave  him  the 
opportuTiity  he  sought,  by  leaving  the  room,  ns  if  in 
prosecution  of  some  part  of  her  morning  labour. 
Butler  followed  her  in  a  few  minutes,  leaving  Deans 
so  closely  engaged  bAis  busy  visiter,  that  there  was 
little  chance  of  his  observing  their  absence. 

The  scene  of  their  interview  was  an  outer  apnrt- 
ment,  where  Jeanie  was  used  to  busy  herself  in  ar- 
ranging the  prorluctions  of  her  dairw  When  Butler 
found  an  oppornmitv  of  steahng  after  her  into  this 
place,  he  found  her  silent,  dejected,  and  ready  to  hurst 
into  tears.  Instead  of  the  active  industry  with  which 
she  had  been  accustomed,  even  while  in  the  net  of 
speaking,  to  employ  her  hands  in  some  useful  branch 
of  household  business,  she  was  seated  listltrss  in  a 
comer,  sinking  apparently  under  the  weight  of  her 
own  thoughts.  "V  ct  the  instant  he  entered,  she  drit^ 
her  eyes,  and,  vn\h  the  simplicity  and  openness  of  htr 
character,  immediately  entered  on  conversation. 

"  I  am  glad  you  have  come  in,  Mr.  Butler,"  said 
she,  "  for— for^for  I  wished  to  tell  ye,  that  all  maun 
be  endetl  between  you  and  me— it's  best  for  baiih  our 
sakes." 

,  "  Ended  !"  said  Butler,  in  surprise ;  "  and  for  what 
should  it  be  ended  ?— I  grant  this  is  a  heavy  dispf  n«a- 
tion,  but  it  lies  neither  at  your  door  nor  mine— it's  an 
evil  of  God's  sending,  and  it  must  l>e  l»orne;  hut  it 
cannot  break  plighted  tmth,  Jeanie.  while  they  that 
plighted  thuir  word  wish  to  keep  it.'' 

'^  But,  Reuben,"  said  the  young  woman,  looking  at 
him  atfectionatcly,  "  I  ken  weel  that  ye  think  mair  (»f 
me  than  yourself;  and,  Reuben,  I  can  only  in  rf.viuital 
think  mair  of  your  weal  than  of  my  ain.  Vc  are  a 
man  of  sjwtless  name,  bred  to  God's  ministr>',  and  a' 
men  say  that  ye  will  some  day  rise  high  in  the  kirk, 
though  poverty  keep  ye  down  e'en  now.  Poverty  is  a 
bad  bacK-friend,  Reuben,  and  that  ye  ken  ower  weel : 
but  ill-fame  is  a  waur  anc,  and  that  is  a  truth  ye  sail 
never  learn  through  my  means." 

*'  What  do  yoii  mean  Y*  said  Butler  eagerly  and 
impatiently ;  *  or  how  do  you  connect  your  sister's 
guilty  if  gudt  there  be,  which,  I  tnist  in  God,  may  yet 
be  disproved,  with  our  engagement  7— how  can  that 
affect  you  or  me  7" 

*\  How  can  you  ask  me  that,  Mr.  Butler?  Will  this 
stain,  d'ye  think,  ever  be  forgotten,  as  lang  as  our 
heads  arc  abunc  the  grund?  Will  it  not  stick  to  us, 
and  to  our  bairns,  and  to  their  very  bairns'  bairns? 
To  hae  been  the  child  of  an  honest  man,  might  hae 
been  saying  something  for  me  and  mine ;  but  to  be 
the  sister  or  a O,  my  God !"— With  this  excla- 
mation her  H'solution  failed,  and  she  burst  into  a  pas- 
sionate fit  of  tears. 

The  lover  use<l  every  effort  to  induce  her  to  com- 
pose herself,  and  at  length  succeeded;  but  she  only 
resumed  her  composure  to  express  herstlf  with  the 
same  positiveness  as  before.  '*  No,  Reuben,  I'll 
bring  disgrace  hame  to  nae  man's  hearth;  my  ain 
distresses  I  can  l>ear,  and  I  maun  bear,  but  there  is 
nae  occasion  for  buckling  them  on  other  folk*s  shou- 
thers.  I  will  bear  my  load  alone— the  back  is  made 
for  the  burden." 

A  lover  is  by  charter  wayward  and  suspicious ;  and 
Jeanio's  readiness  to  renounce  their  engagement,  un- 
der pretence  of  zeal  for  his  peace  of  mind  and  resptHrt- 
abihty  of  character,  seemed  to  poor  Butler  to  form  a 
portentous  combination  with  the  commission  of  the 
stranger  he  had  met  with  that  morning.  His  voice 
faltered  as  ho  asked,  "  Whether  nothing  but  a  sen m 
of  her  sister's  present  distress  occasioned  her  to  talk 
in  that  manner?" 

"  And  wViai  g\^  can  do  wu^V  aVi«  xcDWoiNnUVi  aim- 
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pjicirr.  **  Id  it  not  ten  long  yean  since  we  spoke  to 
gtixi  in  this  way  1'* 

••Ten  years?"  said  Butler.  "It's  a  long  time— 
ufficient  perhaps  for  a  woman  to  weaiV' 

**To  weary  of  her  auld  gown,"  said  Jeanic,  "and 
to  wish  for  a  new  ane,  if  she  likes  to  be  brave,  but 
Dot  long  enough  to  weary  of  a  friend— The  eye  may 
w»h  change,  But  the  heart  never." 

"  Never  /"  said  Reuben,—"  that's  a  bold  promise." 

'*But  not  more  bauld  than  true,"  said  Jeanie,  with 
the  same  quiet  simplicity  which  attended  her  manner 
in  jov  and  grief,  in  orainary  affairs,  and  in  those 
whicn  most  interested  her  feelings. 

B'jtior  paused,  and  looking  at  her  fixedly— "  I  am 
charged,'^  he  said,  "  with  a  message  to  you,  Jeanie." 

"^lodeed!  From  whom?  Or  what  can  ony  ane 
bve  10  aay  to  me?" 

"  It  is  from  a  stranger,"  said  Butler,  aflbcting  to 
tfak  with  an  indifference  which  his  voice  beiied— 
'A^'oung  man  whom  I  met  tliis  morning  in  the 
Pariv." 

"  Mercy !"  said  Jeanie,  eagerly ;  "  and  what  did  he 

"That  he  did  not  see  you  at  the  hour  he  cxppctcd, 
but  pegiiired  you  should  meet  him  alone  at  Muschat's 
Caim  this  nicrht,  so  soon  as  the  moon  rises." 

"Tell  hira,"  said  Jeanie,  hastily,  "I  shall  certainly 
eome." 

*3Iay  I  ask."  said  Butler,  his  suspicions  increasing 
at  the  ready  alacrity  of  the  answer,  "  who  this  man 
is  to  whom  you  are  so  willing  to  give  the  meeting  at 
a  place  and  nour  so  uncommon  7 

"  Folk  inaun  do  muckle  they  have  little  will  to  do, 
in  this  world,"  replied  Jeanie. 

'"Granted,  said  her  lover;  "but  what  compels 
ou  to  this? — who  is  this  person?  What  I  saw  of 
iim  was  not  very  favourable— who,  or  what  is  heT' 

"I  do  not  know  !"  replied  Jeanie,  composedly. 

'*  Vrtu  do  not  know  7''  said  Butler,  stepping  inipa- 
lieatly  through  the  apartment—"  You  purpose  to  meet 
a  y«tung  man  whom  you  do  not  know,  at  such  a  tiino. 
a.nii  in  a  place  so  lonely— you  say  you  are  compelled 
to  do  this — and  yet  you  say  yo4i  do  not  know  the  pcr- 
ton  who  exercises  such  an  influence  over  you  !— 
J^ani^  what  am  I  to  think  of  this  ?" 

''  Tliink  only,  Reuben,  that  I  speak  truth,  as  if  I 
were  to  answer  at  the  last  day.— I  do  not  ken  this 
man— 1  do  not  even  ken  that  I  ever  saw  him:  and 
yet  I  must  give  him  the  meeting  he  asks— there  s  life 
and  de»lh  upon  4t." 

"Will  you  not  tell  your  father,  or  take  him  with 
)  fi?"  said  Butler. 

"I«.'annot,"  said  Jeanie:  "  I  have  no  permission." 

"Will  you  let  me  go  with  you  7  I  will  wait  in  the 
Park  till  nightfall,  and  join  you  when  you  set  out." 

''  It  is  impossible,"  said  Jeanie ;  "  there  maunmi  be 
mnrtHl  creature  within  hearing  of  our  conference." 

"  Have  you  considered  well  the  nature  of  wliat  you 
art:  iio'mi^  to  do  7^thc  time — the  place— an  unknown 
an-i  suspicious  character  7— Why,  if  he  had  asked  to 
Kv  yo:j  m  thi^ house,  your  father  sitting  in  the  next 
r-^in.  and  witnin  call,  at  such  an  hour,  you  should 
hivi'  refus4.-d  to  sec  him." 

"  My  weird  maun  be  fulfilled,  Mr.  Butler;  my  life 
and  my  saf<rty  are  in  God's  hands,  but  I'll  not  spare 
lorf^keiihor  of  themon  the  errand  I  amgaun  todB." 

"Then,  Jennie,"  said  Butler,  much  displeased,  "  we 
m:ist  indeeii  breaK  short  ofl)  and  bid  farewell.  Whrn 
thtrecan  be  no  confidence  •.>ofr''Xt  a,  niun  atiu  uiS 
p'i^htod  wife  on  such  a  momenmus  to^ic,  it  is  a  sign 
that  slie  has  no  longer  the  regard  for  him  that  makes 
thrir  e^^agcment  safe  and  suitable." 
.  Jeanie  looked  at  him  and  sighed.  "I  thought," 
ihc  !^:iid,  "that  I  had  brought  myself  to  hear  this 
partiu:*— but — but — I  did  not  ken  that  we  were  to 
part  in  unkindness.  Bat  I  am  a  woman  and  you  are 
a  lanu— it  may  be  difFercnt  wi'  you— if  your  mind  is 
cii'ltr  easier  by  thinking  sae  hardly  of  me,  I  would 
Qui  at»k  you  to  think  otherwise." 

"Vouan;,"  said  Butler,  "what  you  have  always 
ben— wi.ser,  belter,  and  jess  selfish  in  your  native 
itt^insrs,  than  I  can  be,  with  all  the  helps  philof^opliy 
ran  civc  to  a  Christian.— But  why— why  will  von  per- 
sevm  in  an  uadertaking  go  desperate  7    Y^hy  will 
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you  not  let  me  be  your  assistant— your  protector,  or 
at  least  your  adviser  7" 

"Just  because  I  cannot,  and  I  dar&not."  answered 
Jeanie.—"  But  hark,  what's  that  7  Surely  my  father 
is  no  weel  7" 

In  fact,  the  voices  in  the  next  room  became  obstre- 
perously loud  of  a  sudden,  the  cause  of  which  yocife-* 
ration  it  is  necessary  to  explain  before  we  go  further. 

When  Jeanie  and  Butler  retired,  $Ir.  Saddletree 
entered  upon  the  business  which  chiefly  interested 
the  family.  In  the  couimenceineHt  of  their  conver- 
sation he  found  old  Deans,  who,  in  his  usual  state  of 
mind,  was  no  granter  of  propositions,  so  much  sub- 
^dued  by  a  deep  sense  of  iiis  daughter's  danger  and 
disgrace,  that  he  heard  without  replying  to,  ur  per- 
haps without  understanding,  one  or  two  learn<.'d  dis- 
(luisitions  on  the  nature  of  the  crime  imputed  to  her 
charge,  and  on  the  siens  which  ou:jcht  lo  be  taken  in 
constrquence.  His  only  answer  at  each  piuise  was, 
"  I  am  no  misdoubting  that  you  wuss  us  weel— your 
wife's  our  far-awa  cousin." 

Encouraged  by  these  symptoms  of  acquiescence, 
Saddletree,  who,  as  an  amateur  of  the  law,  had  a 
supreme  deference  for  all  constituted  ajlhoriiiea, 
again  recurred  to  his  other  topic  of  interest,  the  mur- 
der, namely,  of  Porteous,  and  pronounced  a  severe 
censure  on  the  parlies  concerned. 

"These  are  kittle  times— kittle  times,  Mr.  Deana, 
when  the  people  take  the  power  of  Ufe  and  ih-Mh  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  rit^htful  magistrate  into  their  ain 
rough  grip.  I  am  of  oninion,  and  so  I  bcli«ivc  will 
Mr.  Crossmyloof  and  the  Privy-Council,  that  this 
risini?  in  ellelr  of  war,  to  take  away  the  life  of  a  re- 
prieved iiian,,will  prove  little  bettor  uian  periUu.Hion." 

"  If  I  Imdna  that  on  my  mind  whilk  is  ill  lo  l>ear, 
Mr.  Saddh.treCj"  said  Deans,  "I  wad  make  bold  lo 

spute  tliai  point  wi*  you." 

\  How  could  ye  dispute  what's  plain  law,  man  7" 
said  Saddletree,  somewhat  conlemptuou.sly;  "tin-re's 
no  a  callant  tliat  e'er  carriwl  a  pock  wr  a  process 
in't,  but  will  tell  you  that  iMrduell ion  is  the  wairst 
and  maist  virulent  kind  ot  treason,  being  an  open 
convocating  of  the  king's  lieges  against  nis  autho- 
rity, (niair  especially  in  arms,  and  by  touk  of  drum, 
to  baiih  whilk  accessories  my  een  and  lugs  bore  wit- 
ness.^ and  muckle  worse  than  lese-majesty,  or  the 
coiiecraliiient  of  a  treasonable  purpose — It  wiuna  bear 
a  dispute,  neighbour." 

"  But  it  will,  tlioui?h,"  retorted  Douce  Davie  Deans; 
"  I  trll  ye  it  will  bear  a  dispute— I  never  like  your 
cauld,  legal,  formal  doctrinc-s,  neithbour  Saildlelrce. 
I  hand  unco  little  by  the  Parliament  House,  £><nce  the 
awfu'  downfall  of  the  hopes  of  honest  folk  that  fol- 
lowfd  the  Revolution." 

"But  what  wad  ye  hae  had,  Mr.  Deans 7".  said 
Saddletree^  impatiently;  "dinna  ye  gel  bailh  liberty 
and  conscience  made  fast,  and  settled  by  tailzie  on 
you  and  Vi)ur  heirs  for  ever?" 

"Mr.  Sjiaddletrec,"  retorted  Deans,  "I  ken  ye  are 
one  of  those  that  are  wise  after  the  manner  of  this 
world,  and  thai  ye  hand  your  part,  and  cast  in  wur 
portion,  wi'  thelang-heads  and  Jang  gowns,  and  ket»p 
with  the  smart  wiity-pated  lawA'ers  of  this  our  land 
— Wear^  on  the  dark  and  dolefu'  cast  that  liny  hae 
gien  this  unhappy  kingdom^  when  their  black  hands 
of  defection  were  clasped  m  the  red  hands  of  our 
sworn  murlherers :  when  those  who  had  nuinhcred 
the  towers  of  our  Zion,  and  marked  the  bulwarks  of 
our  Ucformation.  eaw  their  hope  turn  into  a  iinarei 
ana  iiieir  rejoicing  into  weeping.*' 

"I  canna  understand  this,  neighbour,^  ans^vcred 
Saddletree.  "I  am  an  honest  presbyterian  of  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  stand  by  her  and  the  General 
Assembly,  and  the  due  administration  of  jusiice  by 
the  fifteen  Lords  o'  Session  and  the  five  Lords  (r 
Justiciary." 

"  Out  upon  ye,  Mr.  Saddletree !"  exclaimed  David, 
who,  in  an  opportunity  of  giving  his  testimony  on 
the  oHences  and  backslidings  of  the  land.  ri)r;;ot  for 
a  moment  his  own  domestic  calamity —  out  upon 
your  General  Assembly,  and  the  back  o'  my  hand  to 
your  Court  o'  Session !— What  is  the  lane  hut  a  wae- 
fu'  bunch  o'  ca\i\dt\tc  pToleaaoT*  ^tv\  \\\\vwVvA^^'^•^^ 
sate  bicn  and  warm  v^Vi^iiv  \2tni  ^exasicaVK^  ivasv\«»x 
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were  warstlmg  w?  hunger,  and  cauld,  and  fear  of 
death,  and  danger  of  fire  and  sword,  upon  wet  brae- 
aides,  peat-haggti,  and  flow-mosses,  and  that  now 
creep  out  of  their  holes,  like  blue-oottle  flees  in  a 
blink  of  sunshine,  to  take  the  pu'pits  and  places  of 
better  folk— of  them  that  witnessed,  and  testified, 
and  fought,  and  endured  pit,  prison-house,  and  trans- 
portation beyono  seas?— A  bonny  bike  there's  o' 
them  I— And  for  your  Court  o'  Session" 

**  Ye  may  say  what  ye  will  o'  the  General  Assem- 
bly," said  Saddletree,  interrupting  him,  "and  let 
them  clear  them  that  kens  themi  but  as  for  the 
Lords  or  Session,  forby  that  they  art  my  next  door 
neighbours,  I  would  have  ye  k'jn,  for  Your  ain  regu- 
lation, that  to  raise  scandal  anent  inem,  whilk  is 
termed,  to  murmur  again  them,  is  a  crime  mi  gt- 
nerU—sui  generis^  Mr.  Deans--ken  ye  what  that 
amounts  to  7" 

"I  ken  little  o'  the  language  of  Antichrist,"  said 
Deans;  "and  I  care  less  than  little  what  carnal 
courts  may  call  the  speeches  of  honest  men.  And 
as  to  murmur  again  them,  it's  what  a'  the  folk  that 
loses  their  pleas,  and  nine  tenths  o'  them  that  win 
them,  will  be  gay  sure  to  be  guilty  in.  Sae  I  wad 
hae  ye  ken  that  I  baud  a'  your  glcg-tongued  advo- 
cates, that  sell  their  knowledge  for  pieces  of  silver, 
and  your  worldly-wise  judges,  that  will  gie  three 
days  of  hearing  in  presence  to  a  debate  about  the  peel- 
ing of  an  ingan,  and  no  ae  half-hour  to  the  gospel 
testimony,  as  legalists  and  formalists,  countenan- 
cing, l^  sentences,  and  quirks,  and  canning  terms 
of  law,  the  late  begun  courses  of  national  defections 


— tmion,  toleration,  patronages,  and  Yerasiian  pre 
Intic  oaths.    As  for  the  souTr-^  •^"  " ''"'      '^ 
o*  Justiciary"- 


The  habit  of  considering  his  life  as  dedicated  to 
bear  testimony  in  oehalf  of  what  he  deemed  the  suf- 
fering and  deserted  cause  of  true  religion,  had  swept 
honest  David  along;  with  it  thus  far;  but  with  the 
mention  of  the  crimmal  court,  the  recollection  of  the 
disastrous  condition  of  hie  daughter  rushed  at  once 
on  his  mind :  he  Stopped  short  in  the  midst  of  his 
triumphant  declamation,  pressed  his  hands  against 
his  forehead,  and  remained  silent. 

Saddletree  was  somewhat  moved,  but  apparently 
liqt  so  much  so  as  to  induce  him  to  relinquish  the 
privilege  of  prosing  in  his  turn,  aflbrded,  him  by  Da- 
vid's sudden  silence.  "Nae  doubt,  neighbour."  he 
said,  "  it's  a  sair  thing  to  hae  to  do  wi'  courts  o  law, 
unless  it  be  to  improve  ane's  knowledge  and  prac- 
tique,  by  waiting  on  as  a  hearer ;  and  touching  this 
unhappy  affair  of  Effie— ye'U  hae  seen  the  dittay, 
doubtless  ?"  He  dragged  out  of  his  pocket  a  bundle 
of  papers,  and  began  to  turn  them  V)ver.  "  This  is 
no  it— this  is  the  information  of  Mungo  Marsport, 
of  that  ilk,  against  Captain  Lackland,  for  coming 
on  his  lands  of  Marsport  with  hawks,  hounds,  lying- 
dogs,  nets,  guns,  cross-bows,  hagbuta  of  found,  or 
other  eneines  more  or  less  for  destruction  of  game, 
sic  as  red-deer,  fallow-deer,  cappercailzies.  gray-fowl, 
moor-fowl,  paitricks,  herons,  and  sic  like  \  he  the 
said  defender  not  being  ane  qualified  person,  in  terms 
of  the  statute  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-ane;  that 
is,  not  having  ane  plough-gate  of  land.  Now,  the 
defences  proponed  say.  that  rum  constat  at  this  pre- 
sent what  is  a  plough-gate  of  land,  whilk  uncer- 
fainty  ife  sufficient  to  efide  the  conclusions  of  the 
ibel.  But  then  the  answers  to  the  defences,  (they 
are  signed  by  Mr.  Crossmyloof,  but  Mr.  Youn^lad 
drew  them,)  they  propone,  that  it  signifles  naething, 
in  hoc  staht,  what  or  how  muckle  a  plough-gate  of 
land  may  be,  in  resp^  the  defender  has  nae  lands 
whatsoe^Br,  less  or  mair.  *  Sae  grant  a  plough-ga  te' " 
(here  Saddletree  read  from  the  paper  in  his  nand) 
•*  *  to  be  less  than  the  nineteenth  part  of  a  guse's 
rrass,*— (I  trow  Mr.  Crossrayloof  put  in  that--I  ken 
his  stjle,)— *  of  a  guse's  grass,  what  the  better  will 
the  defender  be,  seeing  he  hasna  a  divot-cast  of  land 
m  Scotland  l—Advocatu9  for  Lackland  duplies,  that 
•nihil  interest  de  possessionem  the  pursuer  must  put 
Wis  case  unHor  the  statute'— (now.  this  is  worth  your 
notice,  neighbour.)— and  must  show,  /ormaliter  tt 
ateciauter^  as  well  as  gcneraliter.  what  is  the  quali- 
ncacicr  that  defender  Lackland  does  not 


let  him  tell  me  what  a  plon^'gate  of  land  to,  and 
I'll  tell  him  if  I  have  one  or  no.    Surely  the  rrstrnx^ 
is  bound  to  understand  his  own  libel,  and  hia  own 
statute  that  he  founds  upon.    Titius  pursuea  ilfo- 
viu8  for  recovery  of  ane  6/acik  horse  lent  to  Msvius 
—surely  he  shafl  have  judgment;  but  if  Titius  pur- 
sue MsBvins  for  ane  scarlet  or  crimson  horse,  doubt- 
less he  shall  be  bound  to  show  that  there  is  sic  ana 
animal  in  rsrum  natura.    No  man  can  be  bound  to 
plead  to  nonsense— that  is  to  say,  to  a  chaive  which 
cannot  be  explained  or  understood,' — (he's  wrane 
there— the  better  the  pleadings  the  fewer  understand 
them,)-;-' and  so  the  reference  unto  this  undefined 
and  uhintelligible  measure  of  land  is,  as  if  a  penalty 
was  inflicted  by  statute  for  any  man  who  suld  hunt 
or  hawk,  or  use  lying-dogs,  and  wearinK  a  sky-blue 
pair  of  breeches,  without  having" But  I  am  wea- 
rying you,  Mr.  Deans,  we'll  pass  to  your  ain  business, 
—though  this  case  of  Marsport  against  Lackland 
has  made  an  unco  din  in  the  Outer-house.    Weel, 
here's  the  dittay  against  puir  Effie ;  *  Whereas  it  is 
humbly  meant  and  shown  to  us,*  dkc.  (they  are  words 
of  mere  style,)  *that  where,  by  the  laws  of  this  and 
every  other  well-regulated  realm,  the  inurder  of  any 
one,  more  especially  of  an  infant  child,  is  a  crime  of 
ane  high   nature,  and   severely  punishable:    And 
whereas,  without  prejudice  to,  tbe   foresaid    gene- 
rality, it  was.  by  ane  act  made  in  the  second  session 
of  the  First  Parliament  of  our  most  Hi^h  and  Dread 
Soveraigns  William  and  Mary,  especially  enacted, 
that  ane  woman  who  shall  have  concealed  her  con- 
dition, and  shall  not  be  able  to  show  that  she  hath 
call^  for  help  at  the  birth,  in  case  that  the  child     i 
shall  be  found  dead  or  amissing,  shall  be  deemed 
and  held  guilty  of  the  murder  thereof;  and  the  said 
facts  of  concealment  and  pregnancy  being  found 
proven  or  confessed,  shall  sustam  thepains  of  law 
accordingly:  yet,  nevertheless,  yoa  EABks,  or  Eupho- 
mia  Deans*'* 

"  Read  no  further !"  said  Deans,  raising  his  head 
up ;  "I  would  rather  ve  thrust  a  sword  into  my  heart 
than  read  a  word  furtner  I"  . 

"  Weel,  neighbour,"  said  Saddletree,  "  I  thought  it 
wad  hae  comforted  ye  to  ken  the  best  and  the  warst 
o't.    But  the  question  is,  what's  to  be  dune?" 

"  Nothing,*'  answered'Deans  firmly,  "  but  to  abide 
the  dispensation  that  the  Lord  sees  meet  to  send  as. 
O,  if  it  had  been  His  will  to  take  the  gray  head  to  rest 
before  this  awful  visitation  on  my  house  and  name ! 
But  His  will  be  done.  '  I  can  say  that  yet,  though  I 
can  say  little  mair." 

"But,  neighbour,"  said  Saddletree,  "ye^ll  retain 
advocates  for  the  puir  lassie?  it's  a  thing  maun  needs 
be  thought  of." 

"  If  there  was  ae  man  of  them,**  answered  Deans, 
"  that  held  fast  his  integrity— but  I  ken  them  weel, 
they  are  a'  carnal,  crafty,  and  warld-hunting  self- 
seekers,  Yerastians,  and  Arminians,  every  ane  o* 
them.** 

"  Hout  tout,  neighbour,  ye  maunna  take  the  warid   \ 
at  its  word,'*  said  Saddletree ;  "  the  very  deil  is  no 
sae  ill  as  he  s  ca'd ;  and  I  ken  mair  than  ae  advocate 
that  maybe  said  to  hae  some  integri^  as  weel  as  their 
neighbours :  that  is,  after  a  sort  o' fashion  o'  their  ain." 

•ut  is  indeed  but  a  fashion  of  integrity  that  ye  will 
finaamang  them," replied  David  Deans,  "anda fa- 
shion of  wisdom,  and  fashion  of  carnal  learning— 
gazing;  glancing-glasses  they  are,  fit  onlyto  fling  the 
glaiks  m  folk's  een,  wi'  their  oawky  policy,  and  earthly 
ingine,  their  flights  and  refinements,  and  periods  oi 
eloquence,  frae  neathen  emperors  and  popish  canons. 
They  canna,  in  that  daft  trash  ye  were  reading  to  me, 
sae  muckle  as  ca'  men  that  are  sae  ill-starred  as  to  ba 
amang  their  hands,  by  ony  name  o'  the  dispensation 
o*  grace,  but  maun  new  baptize  them  by  the  names  of 
the  accursed  Titus,  wha  was  made  the  instrument  of 
burning  the  holy  Temple,  and  other  sic  like  heathens.** 

"It's  Tishius,"  inteminfed  Saddletree, "  and  no  Ti- 
tus. Mr.  Crossmyloof  cares  as  little  about  Titus  or  the  , 
Latin  leammg  as  ye  do.— But  it's  a  case  of  necessity 
—she  maun  hae  counsel.  Now,  I  could  speak  to  Mr. 
Crossmyloof— he's  weel  kend  for  a  round-spun  Pres* 
byterian,  and  a  niling  elder  to  boot." 

"He's  a  rank  Yerastian/*  replied  Deasai  **«•  ol 
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^iifiUic  and  polititious  warldly-wise  men  that  stade 
^llMB?ent  ane  general  owning  of  the  cause  in  the 

"wktt  say  ye  to  the  auld  Laird  of  Cuffabout  V* 
Mf  Saddletree ;  *'he  whiles  thumps  the  dust  out  of  a 
caKcaf  and  weel." 

•H»i  the  faixseloon!"  answered  Deans^-^he  was 
m  \bs  Imndaliers  to  hae  joined  the  ifngracious  High- 
iHders  in  1711s  &n  they  had  ever  had  the  luck  to  cross 
iki  Firth." 

"Weel,  Amifiton?  there's  a  clever  chield  for  yef* 
Mid  BtrtoUne,  triumphantly. 

■'Ay,  to  bring  popish  medals  in  till  their  very  library 
fion  that  schismatic  woman  in  the  north,  the  Duchess 
rf  Gordon." 

"Wed,  wceL,but  somebody  ye  maun  hae— What 
dunk  ye  o'  Kittlfepuntr* 

"  He's  an  Armmian." 

•Woodsetterl" 

"He's,  I  doubt,  a  Cocceian." 

-AuldWhiUiewhawr' 

•He's  ony  thing  ye  like." 

"  Young  Naemmo  T* 

•*  He's  naethinff  at  a\" 

■  Ye're  ill  to  please,  neighbour,"  said  Saddletree ; 
'  I  bae  run  ower  the  pick  o'  them  for  you.  ye  maun 
t  «  choose  for  yoursell ;  but  bethink  ye  that  in  the 
ft.oUitude  of  counsellors  there's  safety.— What  say 
re  to  try  young  Mackenyie?  he  has  a'  his  uncle's 
Practioues  at  the  tongue's  end." 

•'  What,  sir,  wad  ye  speak  to  me."  exclaimed  the 
■cord?  presbjrterian  in  excessive  wratii,  "  about  a  man 
that  nas  the  blood  of  the  saints  at  his  fingers'  ends  7 
Didna  his  erne  die  and  gang  to  his  place  wi'  the  name 
of  die  Bluidy  Mackenyie  1  and  winna  he  be  kend  bv 
that  name  sae  lang  as  there's  a  Scots  tongue  to  speak 
the  word  1  If  the  life  of  the  dear  bairn  that's  under 
I  taffenng  dispensation,  and  Jeanie's,  and  my  ain, 
ind  a^  mankind's,  depended  on  my  asking  sio  a  slave 
«*  Satan  to  speak  a  word  for  me  or  them^  they  should 
a'  eae  down  the  water  thegither  for  Davie  Deans !" 

It  was  the  exalted  tone  in  which  he  spoke  this 
last  sentence  that  broke  up  the  conversation  between 
Butler  and  Jeanie,  and  brought  them  both  "  ben  the 
bouse,"  to  use  the  language  of  the  country.  Here 
tdey  found  the  poor  old  man  half  frantic  between 
trik  and  zealous  ire  against  Saddletree's  proposed 
measures,  his  cheek  inflamed,  bis  hand  clenched,  and 
hts  voice  raised,  while  the  tear  in  his  eye,  and  the 
xcasional  quiver  of  his  accents,  showed  that  his 
jtmost  efforts  were  inadequate  to  shaking  off  the 
eonscionsness  of  his  misery.  Butler,  apprehensive 
of  the  consequences  of  his  agitation  to  an  aged  and 
feeble  frame,  ventured  to  utter  to  him  a  recommenda- 
tion to  patience. 

"1  am  patient,"  returned  the  old  man,  sternly, — 
"  more  patient  than  any  one  who  is  alive  to  the  wofiil 
btdulidings  of  a  miserable  time  can  be  patient;  and 
ia  so  much,  that  I  need  neither  sectarians,  nor  sons, 
nor  grandsons  of  sectarians,  to  instruct  my  gray  hairs 
how  to  bear  my  cross,"  ' 

"  But,  sir,"  continued  Butler,  taking  no  offence  at 
the  filar  cast  on  his  grandfather's  faith,  "  we  must 
t»e  human  means.  When  you  call  in  a  physician, 
yoa  would  not,  I  suppose,  question  him  on  the  nature 
of  his  religious  principles'? 

"Wad  I  no?"  answered  David— "  But  I  wad, 
tboi^ ;  and  if  he  didna  satisfy  me  that  he  had  a 
rifi^t  sense  of  the  right-hand  and  left-hand  defections 
of  the  day,  not  a  goutte  of  his  physic  should  gang 
through  my  fath^^'s  son." 

It  is  a  dangers  thing;  to  trust  to  an  illustration. 
Batler  had  done  so  and  miscarried ;  but,  like  a  gallant 
soldier  when  his  musket  misses  fire,  he  stood  his 
^ound,  and  charged  with  the  bayonet.—"  This  is  too 
tma.  an  interpretation  of  your  duty^  sir.  The  sun 
shines,  and  the  rain  descends,  on  the  just  and  unjust, 
and  they  are  placed  together  in  life  in  circumstances 
which  frequently  render  intercourse  between  them 
odispensaDle,  perhaps  that  the  evil  may  have  an 
spportunity  of  being  converted  by  the  good,  and  per- 
'  naps,  also,  that  the  righteous  might,  among  other 
tntla»  be  subjected  to  that  of  occasional  converse 
Witt  the  profane." 


"Te*re  a  silly  callant,  Renben,"  aifiwered  D6an% 
"  with  your  bits  of  argument.  Can  a  man  touch  pitch 
and  not  be  defiled?  Or  what  think  ye  of  the  bravo 
and  worthy  champions  of  the  Covenant,  that  wadna 
sae  muckie  as  hear  a  minister  speak^  be  his  gifts  and 
graces'tis  they  would,  that  hadna  witnessed  aAinst 
the  enormities  of  the  day  7  Nae  lawyer  shalTever 
speak  for  me  and  mine  that  hasna  concurred  in  the 
testimony  of  the  scattered,  yet  lovely  remnant,  which 
abode  in  the  clifts  of  the  rocks." 

So  saying,  and  as  if  fatigued,  both  with  the  argu- 
ments and  presendb  of  his  guests,  the  old  man  aiOse, 
and  seeming  to  bid  them  adieu  with  a  motion  of  his 
head  and  hand,  went  to  shut  himself  up  m  his  sleep- 
ing apartment. 

"  It's  thrawing  his  daughter's  lifie  awa,"  said  Sad- 
dletree to  Butler,  "  to  hear  nim  speak  in  that  daft  gale. 
Where  will  he  ever  get  a  Cameronian  advocate?  Or 
wha  ever  heard  of  a  lawyer's  suffering  either  for  ae 
religion  or  another  ?  The  lassie's  life  id  clean  flung 
awa." 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  debate,  Durobiedikes 
had  arrived  at  the  door,  dismounted,  hung  the  pony's 
bridle  on  the  usual  hook,  and  sunk  down  on  his  ordi- 
naiy  settle.  His  eyes,  with  more  than  their  usual 
animation,  followed  first  one  speaker,  then  another, 
till  he  caught  the  melancholy  sense  of  the  whole  from 
Saddletree  s  last  words.  He  rose  from  his  seat^ 
stumped  slowly  across  the  room,  and,  coming  close 
up  to  Saddletree's  ear.  said,  in  a  tremulous,  anxious 
voice,  "  Will— will  siller  do  naething  for  them,  Mr. 
Saddletree  r' 

'*Uraph!"  said  Saddletree,  looking  grave,— "  siller 
will  certainly  do  it  in  the  Parliament  House,  if  ony 
thingcan  do  it ;  but  whare's  the  siller  to  come  free  7 
Mr.  Deans,  ye  see,  will  do  naething;  and  though 
Mrs.  Saddletree's  their  far-awa  friend,  and  right  good 
weel-wisher,  and  is  well  disposed  to  assist,  yet  she 
wadna  like  to  stand  to  be  hound  singruli  in  solidum 
to  such  an  expensive  wark.  An  ilka  friend  wad  bear 
a  share  o'  the  burden,  something  might  be  dune- 
ilka  ane  to  be  liable  for  their  ain  input— I  wadna  like 
to  see  the  ca^  fa'  through  without  being  pled— it 
wadna  bl  creditable,  for  a'  that  daft  vvhig  body 
says." 

*•  I'll— I  will— yes,"  (Assuming fortitude,)  "I  will  be 
answerable,"  said  Dumbiedikes,  "for  a  score  of  punds 
sterling."- And  he  was  silent,  staring  in  astonish- 
ment at  finding  himself  capable  of  such  unwonted 
resolution  and  excessive  generosity. 

"  Grod  Almighty  bless  ye,  Laird  I  said  Jeanie,  in  a 
transport  of  gratitude. 

"  Ye  may  ca'  the  twenty  punds  thrctty,"  said  Dum-        • 
biedikes,  looking  bashfully  away  from  her,  and  to- 
wards Saddletree. 

"That  will  do  bravely"  said  Saddletree, tubbing 
his  hands;  "and  ye  sail  nae  a'  my  skill  and  know- 
ledge to  ear  the  siller  gang  far— I'll  tape  it  out  wed 
—I  Ken  now  to  gar  the  birkies  tak  short  fees,  and  be 
glad  o'  them  too— it's  only  garring  them  trow  ye  hae 
twa  or  three  cases  of  importance  coming  on,  and 
they'll  work  cheap  to  get  custom.  Let  me  alane  for 
whillywhaing  an  advocate :— it's  nae  sin  to  get  as 
muckie  frae  them  for  our  siller  as  we  can— alter  a', 
it's  but  the  wind  o'  their  mouth— it  costs  them  nae- 
thing; whsreas,  in  my  wretched  occupation  of  a  sad 
dler,  norse-niilliner,  and  harness-maker,  we  are  out 
unconscionable  sums  just  for  barkened  hides  and 
leather." 

"  Can  I  be  of  no  use  ?"  said  Butler.  "  My  meana 
alas!  are  only  worth  the  black  coat  I  wear;  but  j 
am  young— I  owe  much  to  the  family— Qan  I  do 
nothing  r' 

"  Ye  can  help  to  collect  evidence,  sir,"  said  Saddle* 
tree ;  "  if  we  could  but  find  ony  ane  to  say  she  had 
eien  the  le^st  hint  o'  her  condition,  she  wad  be 
brought  afTwi'  a  wat  finger— Mr.  Crossmyloof  tell'd 
me  sae.  The  crown,  says  he,  canna  be  cra^red  to 
prove  a  positive— was  t  a  positive  or  a  negative  they 
couldna  be  ca'd  to  prove?— it  was  the  tanc  or  the 
tither  o'  them.  I  am  sure,  and  it  maksna  muckie  mat 
ter  whilk.  Wherefore,  says  he,  the  libel  mami  be  re- 
dargued {)y  the  panel  proving  her  defences.  And  it 
canna  be  done  oth'^n^iae." 
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**  But  the  fact,  fir,^  irgaed  Bntkr,  "  the  fact  that 
thia  poor  girl  hai  borne  a  child ;  surely  the  ciown 
lawyers  must  prove  tbatl"  said  Butler. 

Saddletree  paused  a  moment,  while  the  visage  of 
Dumbiedikes,  which  traversed,  as  if  it  had  been  placed 
on  a  aivot,  from  tbe  one  spokesman  to  the  oth^,  as- 
sumea  a  moru  blithe  expression. 

"  Ye— ye— ye— es,"  said  Saddletree,  after  some  grave 
hesitation;  'Smquestionably  that  is  a  thing  to  be  pro- 
ved, as  the  court  will  more  ^ly  declare  by  an  interlo- 
cutor of  relevancy  in  common  form ;  but  I  fancy  that 
job's  done  already,  for  she  has  confessed  her  guilt." 

"Confessed  the  murder  1"  exclaimed  Jeame,  with 
a  scream  that  made  them  all  start. 
,  "  No,  I  didna  say  that,"  replied  BartoUne.    "  But 
she  confessed  bearmg  the  babe." 

"And  what  became  of  it,  then?"  said  Jeanie :  "for 
not  a  word  could  I  get  from  her  but  bitter  sighs  and 
tears." 

"  She  says  it  was  taken,  away  from  her  by  the 
woman  in  whose  house  it  was  bom,  and  who  assist- 
ed her  at  the  tima" 

"And  who  was  that  woman  7"  said  Butler.  "  Sure- 
ly by  hermeans  the  truth  might  be  discovered.- Who 
was  she?  I  will  fly  to  her  directly." 

"  I  wish,"  said  Dumbiedikes,  "  I  were  as  young 
and  as  supple  as  you,  and  had  the  gift  of  the  gab  as 
weei." 

"  Wlio  is  she  ?"  again  reiterated  Butler  impatient- 
ly.—" Who  could  that  woman  be  ?" 

"  Ay.  wha  kens  that  but  hersell,"  said  Saddletree ; 
''she  deponed  further,  and  decUned  to  answer  that 
Jnterrosaiory." 

"  Then  to  herself  will  I  instantly  go,"  said  Butler ; 
*  farewell,  Jeanie:"  then  coming  close  up  to  her.— 
*Take  no  rash  etepa  till  vou  hear  from  me.  Fare- 
well !"  and  he  immediately  left  the  cottage. 

"  I  wad  gang  too,"  said  the  landed  proprietor,  in  an 
anxious^  jealous,  and  repining  tone,  "but  my  powny 
winua  for  the  lile  o'  me^angony  other  road  than  just 
frae  Dumbiedikes  to  this  house-end,  and  sae  sfraight 
back  again." 

"  YeMl  do  better  for  them,"  said  Saddletree,  as  they 
left  tho  house  together,  "  by  sending  me  t^e  thretty 
punds." 

"  Thretty  Dundsl"  hesitated  Dumbiedikes.  who  was 
now  out  oi  the  reach  of  those  eyes  which  baa  inflamed 
his  generosity ;  "  I  only  said  twenty  punds." 

"  Ay ;  but,  said  Saadleirec,  "  that  was  under  pro- 
testation to.  add  and  eik ;  and  so  ye  craved  leave  to 
amend  your  libel,  and  made  it  thretty." 

"  Did  1?  I  dinna  mind  that  I  did."  answered  Dum- 

•       biedikes.  "  But  wltatever  I  said  ril  stand  to."  Then 

bestriding  his  steed  with  some  difficulty,  he  added, 

"  Dinna  ye  think  poor  Jeanie's  eon  wi'  the  tears  in 

them  glanced  like  iamour  beads,  Mr.  Saddletree?" 

"  I  kenna  muckle  about  women's  ecn.  Laird,"  re- 

fiHed  the  insensible  Bartoline;  "and  I  care  just  as 
ittle.  I  WU38  I  were  as  weel  free  o'  their  tongues; 
though  few  wives,"  he  added,  recollecting  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  up  his  character  for  domestic  rule, 
"  are  under  better  command  than  mine,  Laird.  1  al- 
low neither  ptrduellion  nor  lese-majesty  against  my 
sovenign  authority." 

The  Laird  saw  nothing  so  important  in  this  obser- 
vation as  to  cull  for  a  rejoinder,  and  when  they  had 
exchanged  a  mute  salutation,  they  parted  in  peace 
upon  their  difleieut  errands. 


CHAPTER   XIH. 

Til  wnrrtint  thnt  fuilnw  fhim  drowninf,  were  the  ihip  no 
(hjongor  than  a  nut  shell.— TA*  Ttntpat. 

Butler  felt  neither  fatigue  nor  want  of  refresh- 
ment, although,  from  the  mode  in  which  he  had  spent 
the  night,  he  might  well  have  been  overcome  with 
either.  But  in  the  earnestness  with  which  he  hasten- 
ed to  the  assistance  of  the  sister  of  Jeanie  Deans,  he 
forgot  both. 

In  hifc  first  progress  he  walked  with  so  rapid  a  pace 
as  almost  approached  to  running,  when  he  wassur- 
oriscd  to  hoar  behind  him  a  call  upon  ms  name,  con- 
tending \YitU  an  asthmatic  cough,  and  half-drown^ 


amid  the  resoandiiu  tiot  of  an  HiflMaod  pony.  £ 
looked  behind,  and  saw  the  Laird  of  r>uinbiedik< 
making  after  him  with  what  speed  he  misfat,  for 
happened  fortunately  for  the  Laird's  purpose  of  cor 
versing  with  Butler,  that  his  own  road  bomewar 
was  for  about  two  hundred  yards  the  same  with  tha 
which  led  by  the  nearest  way  to  the  city.  ButU 
stopped  when  he  heard  himself  thus  summoned,  intei 
nalJy  wishing  no  ^ood  to  the  panting  equestrian  wb 
thus  retarded  his  loumey. 

"Ub!  uh!  uh  I"  ejaculated  Dumbiedikes,  as  b 
checked  the  hobbling  pace  oi  the  pony  by  our  Iricnt 
Butler.  "  Uh  !  uh !  It's  a  hard-set  willv^ard  beast  thi 
o'  mine."  He  had  in  fact  just  overtaken  the  objcc 
of  his  chase  at  the  verypoint  bevond  which  it  wouii 
have  been  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to  hav< 
continued  the  pursuit^ince  there  Butler's  road  partem 
from  that  leading  to  Dumbiedikes,^  and  no  means  ol 
influenceor  compulsion  which  the  rider  could  possibh 
have  used  towards  his  Bucephalus  coidd  have  mduced 
the  Celtic  obstinacy  of  Rory  B«m  (such  was  xht 
pony's  name)  to  have  diverged  a  yard  from  the  patti 
that  conducted  him  to  his  own  paddock. 

Kven  when  be  had  recovered  from  the  ahortnees  o( 
breath  occasioned  by  a  trot  much  more  rapid  than 
Rory  or  he  were  accustomed  to,  the  high  purpose  of 
Dumbiedikes  seemed  to  stick  as  it  were  in  his  throat 
and  impede  his  utterance^  so  that  Butler  stood  for 
nearly  three  minutes  ere  ne  could  utter  a  syllable ; 
and  when  he  did  find  voice,  it  was  only  to  say  aft^ 
one  or  two  eflbrls,  "  Uh  !  uh  1  nhm !  I  say,  Mr.— 
Mr.  Butler,  it's  a  braw  day  for  tbe  ha'rst." 

"  Fine  day,  indeed,"  said  Butler.  **  I  with  you 
good  morning,  sir." 

"  Stay— stay  a  bit,"  rejoined  Dumbiedikes  ;  *"  that 
was  no  what  I  had  gotten  to  say." 

"  Then,  pray  be  ouick,  and  let  me  have  your  com- 
mands," rejoined  Butler  ;  "I  crave  your  pardon,  but 
I  am  in  haste,  and  tempus  tumini— you  know  tbe 
proverb." 

Dumbiedikes  did  not  know  the  proverb,  nor  did 
he  even  take  the  trouble  to  endeavour  to  look  as  ii 
he  did,  as  others  in  his  place  might  have  done.  He 
was  concentrating  all  his  intellects  for  one  srand pro- 
position, and  could  not  afford  any  detacnment  to 
defend  outposts.  "  I  say,  Mr.  Butler,"  said  he,  "keo 
ye  if  Mr.  Saddletree's  a  great  lawyer." 

"I  have  no  person's  word  for  it  but  his  own,"  an- 
swer«i  Butler,  dryly ;  "  but  undoubtedly  he  be^t  un- 
derstands his  own  qualities." 

"Umph!"  replied  the  taciturn  Dumbiedikes,  in  a 
tone  which  seemed  to  say.  "Mr.  Butler.  I  take  your 
meaning."  "  In  that  case,'^  he  pursued,  **  I'll  emDlof 
my  ain  man  o'  business,  Nichil  Novit|*Uuld  Nichil'^ 
son,  and  amaist  as  gleg  as  his  father,)  to  agent 
Eflie's  plea."  , 

And  having  thus  displayed  more  sagacitv  than 
Butler  expected  from  him,  he  courteously  toucned  his 
gold-laced  cocked  hat,  and  by  a  punch  on  the  ribs, 
conveyed  to  Rory  Bean,  it  was  his  rider's  pleasure 
that  he  should  forthwith  proceed  homewards ;  a  hint 
which  the  quadruped  obeyed  with  that  degree  of  alac- 
rity with  which  men  and  animals  interpret  and  obey 
suggestions  which  entirely  correspond  with  their  own 
indinntions. 

Butler  resumed  his  pace,  not  without  a  momentary 
revival  of  that  jealoussr,  which  the  honest  Laird's  at- 
tention to  the  family  of  Deans  had  at  different  times 
excited  in  his  bosom.  But  he  was  too  generous  long 
to  nurse  any  feeling,  which  was  allied  io  selfishness. 
"He  is,"  said  Butler  to  himself,  "rich  in  what  I 
want:  why  should  I  feel  vexed  that  he  has  the  heart 
to  dedicate  some  of  his  pelf  to  render  them  services, 
which  I  can  only  form  the  empty  wish  of  executing  r 
In  God's  name,  let  us  each  do  what  we  can.  May 
she  be  but  happy !— saved  from  the  misery  and  dis- 
grace that  fioems  impending— Let  me  but  find  the 
means  of  preventing  the  fearful  experiment  of  this 
evening,  and  farewell  to  other  thoughts,  though  mf 
heart-strings  break  in  parting  with  them  I" 

He  redoiibled  his  pace,  and  soon  stood  before  tOe 
door  of  the  Tolbooth,  or  rather  before  the  entrance 
where  the  door  had  formerly  been  placed.  His  i^tc^ 
view  with  the  mysterious  stranger,  the  message  te 
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4  Ks  tgitttinigr  eotivereation  wi^  her  on  the 

Sm  of  bfeaking  ofT  their  lAutual  engagements, 
^  interesting  scene  with  old  Deans,  had  so  en- 
r  occupied  his  mind  arto  drown  even  recoUec- 
iA  «f  the  tra^cal  event  which  he  had  wkneseed  the 
fRcedins  evening.  His  attention  was  not  reeailed 
a»ii  farjr  tne  i^roaps  who  stood  scattered  on  the  street 
keonv^osation.  which  they  hushed-  when  strangers 
Vppoachdd,  or  by  the  busthng  search  of  the  agents  of 
t^  city  poUce,  supported  by  small  parties  of  the  mib- 
ttry,  or  bv  the  appearance  of  the  Ghiard-House,  be- 
Jbnt  which  wete  treble  sentinels,  or,  finally,  by  the 
auktued.  and  intimidated  looks  of  the  lower  orders  of 
noety,  who,  conscious  that  they  were  liable  to  sns* 
p-coa,  if  they  were  not  guilty  of  accession  to  a  riot 
litdf  to  be  strictly  inquired  into,  glided  about  with 
aa  humble  and  dismayed  aspect,  Uke  men  whose  spi- 
rits beiBg  exhatisted  in  the  revel  and  the  dangers  of  a 
desperate  debauch  over  night,  are  nerve-shaken,  timo- 
iou%  and  unenterprising,  on  the  succeeding  day. 

Xone  of  thescsymptoms  of  alarm  and  trepidation 
struck  Butler,  whose  mind  was  occupied  with  a  dif- 
iseRC,  and  to  him  still  mere  interesting  subject,  until 
!ie  stood  before  the  entrance  to  the  prison,  and  saw  it 
ddeaded  by  a  double  file  of  grenadiers,  uistead  of 
DoUs  and  bars.  Their  "  Stand,  stand !"  the  black' 
fsed  appearance  of  thedoorless  ^te- way,  and  the 
vinding  stairc^ise  and  apartments  of  the  Tolbootb, 
now  open  to  the  public  eye,  recalled  the  whole  pfo- 
•eedinjza  of  the  eventful  night.  Upon  his  requesting 
to  speak  with  Effle  Deans,  the  same  tall,  thin,  silver- 
hairad  turnkey,  whom  he  had  seen  on  the  preceding 
ev«iin$^  made  his  appearance. 

"1  think,"  he  replied  to  Butler's  request  of  admis- 
1MXL,  with  true  Scottish  indirectness,  ye  will  be  the 
fame  lad  that  was  for  in  to  See  her  yestreen  1" 
Batkr  admitted  he  was  the  same  person. 
"And  I  am  thinking,"  pursued  the  turnkey,  "that 
je  apeered  at  me  when  we  locked  up,  and  if  we  lock- 
id  ij»  earli^  on  account  of  Porteousl" 

"Very  likely  I  might  make  some  such  observa- 
timij"  said  Butler;  ^H^ut  the  question  now  is,  can  I 
«e  Erne  Deans  r' 

**  I  diona  ken— gang  in  by,  and  up  the  turnpike 
itaiT,  and  turn  till  the  ward  on  the  left  hand." 

The  old  mail  followed  close  behind  him,  with  his 
k^s  in  his  hand,  not  forget  tins  even  that  huge  one 
vhich  had  once  opened  and  shut  the  outer  gate  of 
his  dominions,  though  at  present  it  was  but  an  idle 
and  useless  burden.  No  sooner  had  Butler  entered 
the  R>om  to  which  he  was  directed,  than  the  experi- 
enced hand  Of  the  warder  selected  the  proper  key,  and 
locked  it  on  the  outside.  At  first  Butler  conceived 
tkis  mancBurrc  was  only  an  efiect  of  the  man's  habit- 
ual and  ofllciat  caution  and  jealousy.  But  when  he 
beard  the  hoarse  command,  Turn  out  tiie  guard !" 
tad  immediately  afterwards  heard  the  clash  of  a  sen-* 
tinel's  armik  as.  he  was  posted  at  the  door  of  his 
apartment,  be  again  called  out  to  the  turnkey,  '*  My 
giiod  friend,  I  have  business  of  some  consequence 
with  EflSe  Deans,  and  I  beg  to  see  her  as  soon  as 
possible."  No  answer  was  returned.  "  If  it  be  against 
iKiur  rules  to  admit  me,"  rg;>eated  Butler,  in  a  still 
Imder  tone,  "  to  see  the  prisoner,  I  beg  you  will  tell 
me  90,  and  lot  me  go  about  mv  business.— jF\«^i/  ir- 
rmeabiU  Umma  r  mutterea  he  to  himself. 

*'lf  ye  had  business  to  do,  ye  suld  hae  dune  it  be- 
fore ye  cam  hercj"  replied  the  man  of  keys  from  the 
ODtvde;  *'ye'll  find  it's  easier  wunnin  in  than  wun- 
mn  out  here— there's  sma'  likelihood  o'  another  Por- 
twas-mob  coming  to  rabble  us  again— the  law  will 
band  bar  ain  now,  neighbour,  ana  that  ye'U  find  to 
your  cost." 

"What  do  you  nrtan by  that,  sir  ?"  retorted  Butler. 
Ton  asnst  mtstake  me  for  some  other  person.  My 
iMoie  is  Reuoen  Butler,  preacher  of  the  gospel.*' 
"*  I  ken  that  weal  eneugh,"  said  the  turnkey. 
"Well,  then,  if  you  know  me,  I  have  a  right  to 
know  from  you  in  return,  what  warrant  you  have  for 
detaining  me ;  that,  I  know,  is  the  right  of  every  Bri- 
tish sob^t.*' 

"  Warrant  T'  said  the  jailer,— **  the  warrant's  awa 
to  Libtyrton  wi*  twa  sheriff  oflBccrs  seeking  ye.  ,  If 
Te  had  staid  at  hame^  as  hinest  men  should  do,  ye 
voLia  D  . 


wad  hafe  seen  the  warrant ;  but  if  ye  come  to  be  incar- 
cerated of  your  ain  accord,  wha  can  help  it,  m  v  jo  7'* 

'^  So  I  cannot  see  Effie  Deans,  then,'^  said  Butler ; 
"  and  you  are  determined  not  to  let  me  out  T 

*'  Troth  will  I  no,  ne«libour,"  answered,  the  old 
nnm,  doggedly ;  "  as  for  Effie  Deans,  ye'll  hae  eneugh 
ado  to  mind  your  ain  business,  and  let  her  mind  hers ; 
and  for  letting  you  out,  that  maun  be  as  the  magis- 
trate will  detennine.  And  fare  ye  weel  for  a  bit,  for 
I  maun  see  Deacon  Sa^vyers  put  on  ane  or  twa  o'  tho 
doors  that  your  quiet  folk  broke  down,  yesternight, 
Mr.  Butlffl-.'^ 

There  was  something'in  this  exquisitely  provoking, 
but  there  was  also  something  darkly  alarming.  To  ' 
be  imprisoned,  even  on  a  false  accusation,  has  some- 
thing in  it  disagreeable  and  menacing  even  to  men  of 
more  constitutional  courage  than  Butler  had  to  boasi ; 
for  althou^  he  had  much  of  that  resolution  which 
arises  from  a  sense  of  duty  and  an  honourable  desire 
to  discharge  it,  yet,  as  his  imagination  was  lively, 
and  his  frame  of  body  delicate,  he  was  far  from  pos- 
sessing that  cool  insensibility  to  danger  which  is  the 
hnppy  portion  of  men  of  stronger  health,  mpre  firm 
nerves,  and  less  acute  sensibility.  An  indistinct  idea 
ofperil,  which  he  could  neither  understand  nor  ward 
of!;  seemed  to  float  before  his  eyes.  He  tried  to  think 
over  the  events  of  the  preceding  night,  in  hopes  of 
discovering  some  means  of  explaming  or  vindicating 
his  conduct  for  appearing  among  the  mob,  since  it 
immediately  occurred  to  him  tliat  his  detention  must 
be  founded  on  that  circumstance.  And  it  was  with 
anxiety  that  he  found  he  aould  not  recollect  to  have 
been  under  the  observation  of  any  disinterested  wit- 
ness in  the  attcm(>t8  that  he  made  from  time  to  time 
to  ^xpostiilate  with  the  rioters,  and  to  prevail  on 
them  to  release  hiffla.  The  distress  of  Deans's  family, 
the  dangerous  rendezvbus  which  Jeanie  had  formed, 
and  which  he  could  not  now  hope  to  interrupt,  had 
also  their  share  in  his  unpleasant  reflections.  Vet 
impatifdfit  as  be  was  to  receive  an  eclaircissemrnt, 
upon  the  cause  of  his  confinement,  and  if  possible  to 
obtain  his  liberty,  he  was  affected  with  a  trepidation 
which  seemed  no  good  omen ;  when,  after  remaining- 
an  hour  in  this  pohtary  apartment,  he  received  a  sum- 
mons to  attend  the  sitting  magistrate.  He  was  con- 
ducted from  prison  strongly  guarded  by  a  party  of 
soldiers,  with  a  parade  of  precaution,  that,  however 
nUtimed  and  nnnecessary,  is  generally  displayed  a/ltr 
an  event,  which  such  precaution,  u  used  in  time, 
might  have  prevented. 

He  was  introduced  into  the  Council  Chamber,  as 
the  place  is  called  where  the  magistrates  hold  their 
sittings,  and  which  was  then  at  a  little  distance  from 
the  prison.  One  or  two  of  the  senators  of  the  city 
were  present,  and  seemed  about  to  engage  in  the  ex 
amination  of  an  individual  who  was  brought  forward 
to  the  foot  of  the  long  green-covered  table  round 
which  the  council  usually  assembled.  "  Is.  that  the 
preacher?"  said  one  of  the  magistrates,  as  the  city 
officer  in  attendance  introduced  Butler.  The  man 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  "  Let  him  sit  down 
there  for  an  instant ;  we  will  finish  this  man's  busi- 
ness very  briefly."  „  ,   , 

"  Shall  we  remove  Mr.  Butler  7"  quened  the  as- 
sistant. 

"  It  is  not  necessary— Let  him  remain  where  he  is." 

Butler  accordingly  sate  down  on  a  bench  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  apartment,  attended  by  one  of  his  keepers. 

It  was  a  large  room,  partiafly  and  imperfectly 
lighted ;  but  by  chance,  or  the  skill  of  the  architect, 
who  might  happen  to  remember  the  advantage  which 
mi^t  occasionally  be  derived  from  such  an  arrange- 
ment,  one  window  was  so  placed  as  to  throw  a  strong 
light  at  the  foot  of  the  table  at  which  prisoners  were 
usually  posted  for  examination,  while  the  upper  end, 
where  the  examinants  sate,  was  thrown  into  shadow. 
Butler*s  eyes  were  instandy  fixed  on  the  person  whose 
exaftiinauon  was  at  present  proceeding,  in  the  idea 
that  he  might  recognise  some  one  of  the  conspirators 
of  the  former  night  But  though  the  features  of  thij 
man  were  sufficientlv  marked  and  striking,  he  could 
not  recollect  that  he  had  ever  seen  them  before. 

The  comple.xion  of  this  person  was  dark,  and  hi* 
age  somewlMt  advanced*    He  wore  his  owp  hatr 
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combed  smooth  down,  nnd  ciit  very  short  It  was 
jei  block,  8lii:htly  curlfd  by  nature,  and  already  mot- 
tled with  Kray.  The  man's  face  expressed  rather 
knavery  than  viee,  and  a  disijosition  to  sharpness, 
cunnint?  nnd  rosuery,  more  than  the  traces  of  stormy 
and  in(nil;;r>d  passions.  His  sliarp,  quick  black  eyes, 
acute  featuri'H,  ready  sardonic  smile,  promptitude,  and 
eflrontt  ry,  ^'nve  him  altogether  what  is  called  amon^ 
the  vulvar  a  h-noicintr  look,  which  fi^enerally  implies 
•  tendency  to  knavery.  At  a  fair  or  market,  you  could 
not  for  a  moment  have  doubted  that  he  was  a  horse- 
Vjtkey,  intimnio  with  all  the  tricks  of  his  trade;  yet 
had  you  met  him  on  a  moor,  you  would  not  have  ap- 
pnrehondcd  any  viole.'me  from  him.  His  dress  was 
also  tliat  of  a  horsf^-dialtr— a  close- buttoned  iockey- 
coat,  or  wrap-rasral,  as  it  wn8  then  termed,  with 
hujje  metal  buttons,  oarpe  blue  upper  stockinjfs,  call- 
*:<]  l)oot  hosts  Ncause  supplyin;;  tlie  place  of  boots, 
and  a  slouched  hat.  He  only  wanted  a  loaded  whip 
under  his  arm,  and  a  spur  upon  one  hi*el.  to  complete 
the  dr«*8  of  the  rharacier  he  wr-med  to  represent 

"  Vour  name  is  James  Ratciille  ]"  said  ilic  magis- 
trate. 

"  Av— always  wi'  your  honour's  leave." 

"  That  in  to  say,  you  could  find  me  another  name 
if  I  did  not  like  that  one  7" 

"  Twenty  to  pick  and  choose  upon,  always  with 
your  honour's  leave,"  resumed  the  respondent. 

"But  James  KatclifTe  is  your  present  name?— 
what  is  your  trade?" 

"  I  canna  just  say,  distinctly,  that  I  have  what  ye 
wad  ca'  preceesely  a  trade." 

*'  But,"  repeated  the  magistrate,  "  what  are  >'our 
means  of  livmi?— your  occupation  ?" 

"  Hiiut  tout— vour  honour,  wi'  your  leave,  kens  that 
M  wr*el  as  I  do,''  n  plicfi  the  examined. 

"No  matter,  I  want  to  hear  you  describe  it,"  said 
the  exam  in  ant. 

"Me  de«»rrihe ?— and  to  your  honour?- far  be  it 
fipom  Jemmio  Katclitle."  responded  the  prisoner. 

"  Come,  sir,  no  tritlini;— 1  insist  on  an  answer." 

"Wed  sir,"  replit-d  the  drchirant,  '*I  maun  make 
a  clcin  breast,  for  ye  .«ee,  wi'  your  leave,  I  am  look- 
ing; f.ir  favour— D(-j«rrilie  my  otcupalion,  quo'  ye  7— 
troth  ir  will  be  ill  to  do  that,  in  a  feasihie  way,  in  a 
place  like  this— hut  what  is't  again  that  the  aught 
command  says  V*  . 

"  Tiiuu  slialt  not  steal,"  answerH  the  magistrate. 

"Are  y<»u  sure  o'  that?'  replie-J  the  accused.— 
"Troth,  then,  my  occupation,  and  that  command. 
are  tair  at  oilds,  for  I  rrail  it,  thou  tthaft  steal ;  and 
that  makes  an  unco  ditiLrence,  though  there's  but  a 
wee  bit  woni  l«fi  out." 

"T<»  cut  the  matter  short,  Ratclifie,  you  have  been 
a  most  notorious  thic-f,"  said  the  examlnant. 

*'I  bi'litve  Hi;»!ilaiiil'«  and  T/Owlauds  ken  that,  sir. 
forby  Kn:?land  and  Hollanil."  nplird  Katclitle,  with 
the  irre.itt'si  eoiiipr»*uri'  and  efiVonti  rj'. 

'•  And  what  d'ye  think  the  end  of  >our  celling  will 
DC  ?"  paiil  ihe  mniri«tTate. 

"I  could  have  git n  a  braw  cuffi**  yoptrrday— but  I 
diima  ken  sa«:  w^pI  the  day."'  anftweretl  th^  prisoner. 

*' And  wliat  wiiuld  you  havi*  said  woul<i  have  Wt-n 
your  i:nd,  ha  J  v-jubM-n  ask««l  tli»  q-irstion  vi  sti.nlay  ?" 

"  Jusi  tile  guHows,"  rcphed  Ratclilli.',  wi'iii  the  same 
composure. 

"  Vou  an:  a  darinx  ra^ral,  sir,"  saiil  the  mairi'*trate ; 
"  nnd  hiw  dare  you  hoj^e  tiuKs  arc  nRiiderl  with  you  I 
to-day  I" 

"D'f.ar.  voMr  honour,"  aii«!wrTfHl  Hatcliffe,  "there's 
mm-kle  difiim.nce  hrtwe*  n  Uuilj  in  prison  under  stn- 
Icncc  of  deaths  and  utavin-^'tluTe  of  ain's  ain  proper 
accord,  when  it  would  have  cost  a  man  naethinu  to 
get  i\y  and  rin  awa— what  was  to  liindL-r  mo  from 
l*T>pjni»  out  quietly,  when  the  »-abhlo  walked  awa 
wi*^  Jfock  Porteous  vest reen  ?— and  does  your  honour 
really  think  I  staid"  on  purpose  to  be  hunted  ?" 

"  1  do  not  know  what  you  may  have  proposed  to 
vours*;lf;  but  I  know,"  said  the  ma;»istrate,  "what 
llic  law  propo<irs  for  you,  and  that  is  to  hang  you  next 
Wednesday  eif^ht  da  vs." 

"A'7,  fjti,  your  iionour."  said  RatrlifTe  firmly, 
crnvim:  vour  nnnour'a pnrdon,  I'll  no'er  bt?lieve  that  t 


and  mony  a  tbrawart  job  I  hae  had  wi'  her  first  and 
last;  but  the  auld  jaud  is  no  sae  ill  as  that  comes  to — 
I  ave  fand  her  bark  waur  than  her  bite." 

''And  if  you  do  not  exiKrct  the  gallows,  to  which 
you  arc  condemned,  (f>r  the  fourth  time  to  my 
knowledge,)  may  I  be^  the  favour  to  know,"  said  tiia 
magistrate,  "  what  it  is  that  you  do  expect,  in  con- 
sideration of  your  not  having  taken  your  tlif^ht  with 
the  rest  of  the  iail-birds,  which  I  will  admit  was  a 
line  of  conduct  little  to  have  been  expected  ?" 

"I  would  never  have  thought  for  a  moment  of 
staj'itiK  in  that  auld  gousty  toom  house,"  answered 
Ratcliite,  "  but  that  usc^  unci  wont  had  just  gien  me 
a  fancy  to  the  place,'  and  I'm  just  e.xpecting  a  bit  post 
in't" 

"A  post?"  exclaimed  the  m<agi8tratc;  "a whip- 
ping-post, I  suppose,  you  m»^an  ?" 

"Na,  na,  sir,  I  had  nae  thoughts  o'  a  whuppm'- 
post.  After  having  bet.n  four  times  doomed  to  hang 
by  the  nock  till  I  was  dead,  1  think  I  am  far  beyond 
being  whuppit." 

"  Then,  in  Heaven's  name,  what  did  you  expect?' 

"Just  the  post  of  undi  r-turiike)',  for  I  understand 
there's  a  vacancy,"  said  the  prisoner ;  "  1  wadna 
think  of  asking  the  lockmau'a  *  place  ower  his  head; 
it  wadna  suit  me  sae  weel  as  iilier  folk,  for  I  never 
could  put  a  beast  out  o'  the  way,  much  less  deal  wi' 
a  roan." 

"That's  something  in  your  favour,"  said  the  ma 
gistrate,  making  exactly  "the  inference  to  which  Rat- 
clitle  was  desirous  to  lead  him,  though  he  mantled 
his  art  with  an  affectation  of  odditv.  "But,"  continued 
the  magistrate^  "how  do  you  think  you  can  be  misted 
with  a  charge  in  the  prison,  when  you  have  broken 
at  your  own  hand  half  the  jails  in  Scotland  ?" 

"  Wi'  your  honour's  leave,"  wid  Ratclifie,  "  if  I 
kend  sae  weel  how  to  wun  out  mysell,  it's  like  I  wad 
be  a*  the  better  a  hand  to  keep  other  folk  in.  I  think 
ihey  wad  ken  their  business  weel  that  held  me  in 
when  I  wanted  to  be  out,  or  wan  out  when  I  wanted 
to  baud  them  in." 

The  remark  seemed  to  strike  the  magistrate,  bnt  l» 
made  no  further  immi.diate  observation,  only  desired 
RatclilFe  to  be  removed. 

When  this  daring,  and  jTt  sly  freebooter,  was  out 
of  hearini!,  the  magistrate  askc-d  the  city-clerk. 
"  what  he  thought  of  the  fellow's  a.-*:»uranfe  ?" 

"It's  no'  for  me  to  say.  sir,"  repliefl  the  clerk ;  "  but 
if  James  Rntclitf'e  be  inclined  to  turn  to  good,  there 
is  not  a  man  e'er  came  within  the  pjrts  of  the  burwh 
could  l>e  of  sae  muckle  us*^  to  the  Good  Town  in  the 
thifjf  and  lock-up  line  of  business.  I'll  speak  to  Mr. 
Sharpitlnw  about  him." 

Upon  Rateliffe's  retn.-at,  Butler  was  placed  at  the 
table  fi)r  examination.  The  magistrate  conducted 
his  inquiry  civilly,  but  yet  in  a  mannc<r  which  gave 
him  to  uudcTRtand  that  he  lalK)urt:il  under  sirong 
suspicion.  With  a  frankne«s  which  at  once  U'came 
his  calling  and  character,  Butler  avowwl  his  invo- 
limiary  presence  at  the  murder  of  Poriei:)u*,  nnd,  at 
the  riijur.at  of  the  masistrate.  entered  into  a  minute 
detail  of  the  circumstauees  which  attendt'd  that  un- 
happy affair.  All  the  particular.*,  such  as  we  have 
narrattnl.  were  taken  minutely  down  by  the  clerk 
from  Butler's  dictation. 

>yhf;n  the  narrative  was  concluded,  the  cross-ex- 
amination commenced,  which  it  is  a  painful  tnnk 
even  for  the  most  candid  wiiness  to  undfr^'o.  since 
a  storj'.  <*9pecially  if  roimeciMl  with  a:;ilat:ng  and 
alarmiiiR  incident's,  can  s<:aree  be  go  charlv  and  dis- 
tinctly told,  but  that  some  ambiguity  and  doubt  may 
l>c  thrown  upon  it  by  a  string  of  successive  and 
minute  interrogatories. 

The  magistrate  ctimmeneed  by  obser\'!ng,  tha« 
Butler  had  said  his  object  was  to  return  to  the  village 

*  L'>kmnn. nn  rallril  fn)m  the  r umll  MUHntily  of  mnni  fScot 
ticp.  I'i.k)  which  h»?  w«*  eiUiili' :  to  rnkr*  out  of  evprj-  holl  cxp<h 
M'd  ti>  inarktM  in  tliprity  In  UmtiU'-sti  Iho  ihiiy  h^<  lM.>cn\'rr7 
lone  fommiili'd ;  but  in  DuintViijii  thu  niiivher  of  tliC  law  i>tili 
ctoTMt-i'4.  i»rdiil  lnirlyo\i;rriM',  liiitimvilfirf,  thoqnnntiry  take* 
iK-inr  n'rulnii'd  h^  a  mnnll  imn  l.itM*>,  which  hf  um>ii  ha  Ihetnea- 
aurt>  nf  \i\^  (KTiiuiyitc.  The  <'xpn-»<Min  Ipfk.  for  n  *mn\\  iiuantity 
of  any  n^iiihly  diviMihk  dry  «iiliiiiann>,  ta  com.  mcnl,  flax,  or  th« 
lik<>.  i«  niill  prciierrfd.  noton'y  iKipulariy.  but  in  a  If  gal  dc«crip> 


^,j/> -.'»-.". ».'wv..f  oi/.t(u,#i,,  J  ,,  ...  t,  ii.iiiit^  »u»>     tion.afcttn".  ^ifk  and  craY^T.  («r  smiil!  •iiMnljljr  md  Iwiigft;!  imj^ 
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.but  thtt  He  was  interropted  bf  the  mob 

s  ^  West  Port  '*l8  the  West  Port  your  usual  way 
tflMfing  town  when  you  go  to  Libberton  T  said  the 
B^BBtrate,  with  a  sneer. 

*\Kof  certainly,"  answered  Butler,  with  the  haste 
«f  m  man  anxious  to  mdicate  the  accuracy  of  his 
ewidsBcei  **  but  I  chanced  to  be  nearer  that  port  than 
WKf  Other,  and  the  hour  of  shutting  the  gates  was  on 
the  point  of  striking." 

*  That  was  unlucky,"  said  the  magistrate,  dryly. 
"Pray,  bemg,  as  yoa  say,  under  coercion  and  foar  of 
tfae  lawless  multitude,  and  oompelled  toaeconpany 
than  throogh  scenes  disaffreeable  to  all  men  ot  hu- 
Buuty,  ana  more  especially  irreooncilable  to  the  pro- 
fession of  a  minister,  did  you  not  attempt  to  struggle, 
resist,  ef  escape  from  their  Tiolence  T 

Batter  replied,  "  that  their  numbers  prevented  him 
from  attempting  resistance,  and  their  v^ance  from 
cfleeting  his  escape." 

*  Tliat  was  unlucky,"  again  repeated  the  magis- 
trate, in  fhe  same  dry  macquiesoent  tone  of  voice  and 
manner.  He  proceeded  with  decency  and  politeness, 
Bot  with  a  stiffness  which  argued  his  oontmoed  sus- 
IRcion,  to  ask  many  questions  concerning  the  beh»* 
nour  of  the  mob,  the  manners  and  dress  of  the  ring- 
leaders; and  when  he  conceived  that  the  caution  of 
Butler,  if  he  was  deceiving  him,  must  be  lulled  asleep, 
the  magistrate. suddenly  and  artfully  returned  to  for- 
mer parts  of  his  declaration,  and  required  a  new  re- 
cepiuilation  of  the  circumstances,  to  the  minutest 
and  most  trivial  point,  which  attended  each  part  of 
tiie  melancholy  scene.  No  confusion  or  contradic- 
tkm,  however,  occurred,  that  could  countenance  the 
■npicion  which  he  seemed  to  have  adopted  against 
BoUer.  At  length  the  train  of  his  interrogatories 
reaehed  Madge  Wildfire,  at  whose  name  the  magis- 
trate and  town-clerk  exchanged  significant  glances. 
If  the  fate  ef  the  Qood  Town  had  depended  on  her 
careful  magistrate's  knowiojg  the  features  and  dress 
ef  this  personage,  his  inauines  could  not  have  been 
more  particular.  But  Butler  could  say  almost  nothing 
of  thki  person's  features,  which  were  di^fuised  appa- 
rently with  red  paint  and  soot,  like  an  Indian  going 
to^ttle^  besides  the  projecting;  shade  of  a  curch  or 
coK  which  muffled  the  hair  of^the  supposed  female. 
He  declared  that  he  thought  he  could  not  know  this 
Madge  Wildfire,  if  placed  before  him  in  a  different 
ireaa,  but  that  he  believed  he  mi^t  reco^se  her  voice. 

The  magistrate  requested  him  agam  to  state  by 
what  gate  he  left  the  city. 

*•  By  the  Cowgate  Port,"  replied  Butler. 

**  Was  that  the  nearest  road  to  Libberton  7" 

"No,"  answered  Butler,  with  embarrassment; 
'*but  it  was  the  nearest  way  to  extricate  myself  from 
the  mob." 

Tfaedeik  and  magistrate  again  exchanged  glances. 

"  Is  the  Cowgate  Port  a  nearer  way  to  Libberton 
from  the  Grassmarket  than  Bristo  Port  T 

"  No,"  replied  Butler ;  "  but  I  had  to  visit  a  friend." 

"  Indeed  1  said  the  interrogator—"  You  were  in  a 
hnrnr  to  tell  the  sight  you  had  wimessed,  I  supposeT' 

** Indeed  I  was  not,"  replied  Butler:  **  nor  did  I 
speak  on  the  subject  the  whole  time  I  was  at  St 
Leonard's  Crags." 

**  Which roaddid  you  take  to  St  Leonard's  Crags?" 

"  Br  the  fool  of  Salisbury  Crags/*  was  the  reply. 

•*  Indeed?"— you  seem  partial  to  circuitous  routes,''' 
igain  said  the  magistrate.  '*  Whom  did  you  see  after 
you  left  the  city  1" 

One  by  one  he  obtained  a  description  of  every  one 
of  the  groups,  who  had  passed  Butler,  as  already 
Botioed,  their  number,  demeanour,  and  appearance; 
and,  at  length,  came  to  thmrcumstance  or  the  mys- 
terious stranger  in  the  King's  Park.  On  this  subject 
Butler  would  fain  have  remained  silent  But  the 
magistrate  had  no  sooner  got  a  slight  hint  concern- 
ing the  incident,  than  he  seemed  bent  to  possess  him- 
seif  of  the  molt  minute  particulars. 

"  Look  ye,  Mr.  Buder,"  said  he,  **  you  are  a  younir 
man,  and  bear  an  excellent  character ;  so  much  I  will 
Btyself  testify  in  your  favour.  But  we  are  aware  th«« 
MS  been,  at  times,  a  sort  of  bastard  and  fiery  zeal  in 
some  of  your  order,  and  those,  men  irreproachable  in 
othtf  pointy  wtdch  hat  led  them  into  doing  and 


oountenancitigMat  irregularities,  by  which  the  peace 
of  the  country  IS  liable  to  be  shaken.  I  will  deal 
plainly  with  you.  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this 
story,  of  your  setting  out  again  and  again  to  seek  your 
dweliingbytwo  several  roads,  which  were  both  circuit- 
ous. And,  to  be  frank,  no  one  whom  we  have  examined 
on  this  unhappy  afiair  coukl  trace  in^your  appear 
ance  any  thing  like  your  acting  under  compulsion. 
Moreover,  the  waiters  at  the  Cowgate  Port  observed 
something  like  the  trepidation  of  guUt  in  your  conduct, 
and  declare  that  you  were  the  first  to  command  them 
to  open  the  gate,  in  a  tone  of  authority,  as  if  still  pre- 
siding over  the  miards  and  outposts  of  the  rabble 
who  had  besieged  them  the  whole  night" 

''  God  forgive  them!"  said  Butler:  "  I  only  asked 
free  passage  for  myself ;  they  must  have  much  mis- 
understood, if  they  did  not  wiuully  misrepresent  me." 

"  Well,  Mr.  Buder,"  resumed  the  mamstrate,  "  I 
am  inclined  to  judge  the  best  and  hope  the  best,  as  I 
am  sure  I  wish  the  best;  but  you  must  be  frank  with 
me,  if  you  wish  to  secure  my  (^x>d  opinion,  and  lessen 
the  risk  of  inconvenience  to  yourself.  You  have  al- 
lowed you  saw  another  individual  in  your  passage 
through  the  King's  Park  to  St  Leonard's  Crags— I 
must  know  every  word  which  passed  betwixt  you." 

Thus  closely  pressed,  Butler,  who  had  no  reason 
for  concealing  what  passed  at  that  meeting,  unless 
because  Jeanie  Deans  was  concerned  in  it,  thought  it 
beet  to  tell  the  whole  truth  from  beginning  to  end. 

*'  Do  vou  suppose,"  said  the  magistrate,  pausing, 
"  that  the  young  woman  will  accept  an  invitation  so 
mysterious  f 

^'I  fear  she  will,"  replied  Butler. 

"  Why  do  you  use  the  word  fear  it  7"  said  the 
magistmte. 

**  Because  I  am  appr^iensive  for  her  safety,  in  meet- 
ing,  at  such  a  time  and  place,  one  who  had  something 
of  the  numner  of  a  desperado,  and  whose  messaga 
was  of  a  character  so  inexplicable." 

"  Her  safety  shall  be  cared  for,"  said  the  magis- 
trate. "  Mr.  Butler,  I  am  concerned  I  cannot  imme^ 
diately  discharge  you  from  confinement,  but  I  hope 
you  will  not  be  long  detained.— Remove  Mr.  Butler,  ^ 
and  let  him  be  provided  with  decent  accommodation 
in  all  respects." 

He  was  conducted  back  to  the  prison  accordingly; 
but,  in  the  food  offered  to  him,  as  well  as  in  the  apart- 
ment in  which  he  was  kxiged,  the  tecommendation 
of  the  magistrate  was  strictly  attended  to. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

Dafk  and  eerie  wu  the  night. 

And  lonely  wa«  Uie  way, 
▲«  Janet.  wi'<her  green  mantell, 

ToMUea'CroMshedidgae.       OUBaiiaL  ' 

LxAynre  Bnder  to  all  the  imcomfortable  thoughts 
attached  to  his  new  situation,  among  which  the  most 
predominant  was  his  feeling  that  he  was,  by  his  con- 
finement, deprived  of  all  possibihty  of  assigtins  the 
family  at  Saint  Leonard's  in  their  greatest  need,  we 
return  to  Jeanie  Deans,  who  had  seen  him  depart, 
without  an  opportunity  of  frirther  explanation,  in  all 
that  agony  of  mind  with  which  the  female  heart  bids 
adieu  to  the  complicated  sensations  so  well  described 
by  Coleridge,— 

Hopea,  and  (ban  that  kindle  hope, 

An  undistlnfuiahable  throng ; 
And  genUe  wiatiea  long  wbdued— 

Subdoed  and  cheriahM  long 

It  is  not  the  firmest  heart  (and  Jeanie,  under  her 
russet  rokelav,  had  one  that  would  not  have  disgraced 
Cato's  daughter)  that  can  most  easily  bid  ameu  to 
these  soft  and  mingled  emotions.  She  wept  for  a 
few  minutes,  bitterly,  and  without  attempting  to  re- 
firain  firom  this  incmlgenoe  of  passion.  But  a  mo- 
ment's recollection  induced  her  to  check  herself  for  a 
grief  selfish  and  proper  to  her  own  affections,  while 
her  father  and  sister  were  plunged  into  such  deep  and 
it-retrievable  aifiiction.  She  drew  from  her  pocket 
the  letter  which  had  been  that  morning  flung  into  ^ 
her  apartment  through  an  open  window,  and  the  con 
tents  of  which  were  as  sinsular  as  the  expnwoB 
wasviofentandeDeiSetia  **  If  aha  would  save  a  b»- 


TALES  OF  BfY  LANDLORD. 


[Cbaf,  XIY. 


man  being  from  the  most  damning  giiilt,  and  all  its 
desperate  eonE«quence8,— if  she  (leaired  the  life  and 
honour  uf  her  siiitLT  tu  be  auved  from  the  hloo<iy  fangs 
of  an  unjust  law,— if  she  dtffiired  not  to  forfeit  peace 
of  niinil  hrre,  and  happiness  hereafter,"  Kuch  was  the 
frantic  style  of  the  conjuration.  **Bhc  was  entreated 
to  give  a  S'lre,  secret,  and  solitary  meeting  to  the 
writer.  8hc  alone  could  rescue  him,"  so  ran  the  let- 
ter, "and  he  only  could  rtscue  her.".  He  was  in 
such  circumstances,  the  billet  further  informed  her, 
that  nil  attempt  to  brin<;  any  witness  of  their  con* 
fercncc,  or  even  to  mention  to  her  father,  or  any  other 
perst^n  whatsoever,  the  letter  which  requested  it, 
would  ini:vitably  prevent  its  taking  place,  and  ensure 
the  dcsiniciion  of  her  sister.  The  letter  concluded 
with  incoherent  but  violent  protestations,  that  in 
obeying  this  summons  she  had  nothing  to  fear  per- 
sonally. 

Tiie  message  delivered  to  her  by  Builcr  from  the 
■trangiT  in  the  Park  tallied  exactly  with  the  contents 
of  the  letter,  but  assigned  a  later  hour  and  a  ditTerent 

Elace  of  nicoting.  Apparently  the  writer  of  the  letter 
ad  been  compelled  to  let  Butler  so  far  into  his  con- 
fidence, for  the  sake  of  announcing  this  change  to 
Jeanie.    She  was  more  than  once  on  the  point  of 

E reducing  the  billet,  in  vindication  of  herself  from 
cr  lovi-r  s  half-hinted  suspicions.  But  there  is  some- 
thing in  stooping  to  justification  which  the  pride  of 
innocence  docs  not  at  all  times  willingly  submit  to; 
besides  that  the  threats  contained  in  the  letter,  in 
case  of  her  betraying  the  secret,  hung  heavy  on  her 
heart.  It  is  proriable,  however,  that,  had  they  re- 
mainiHl  longer  together,  she  might  have  taken  the 
resolution  to  submit  the  whole  matter  to  Butler,  and 
be  giii(i>:tl  by  him  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  which 
she  should  adopt.  And  when,  by  the  sudden  inter- 
ruption of  their  conference,  she  lost  the  opportunity  of 
domg  6i>,  !<he  felt  as  if  she  had  been  unjust  to  a  friend, 
who.s(;  advice  might  have  been  highly  useful,  and 
whose  attachment  deserved  her  full  and  unreserved 
confidence. 

To  have  recourse  to  her  fothcr  upon  this  occasion, 
•  she  f'oii.sidered  as  highly  impnideni.  There  was  no 
poiisihility  of  ronjecturmg  in  what  light  the  matter 
miijlit  strike  old  David,  wlio«*c  mannerof  acting  and 
thinking  in  extraordinary  circumstances  depended 
upon  feeliu!^  and  prinriplr^s  peculiar  to  himself,  the 
operation  of  which  ctiuhl  not  be  calculate<l  upon  even 
jy  those  best  acquainted  with  him.  To  nave  re- 
queatiii  ?*4)me  femal«:  friend  to  have  accompaniwi  her 
to  tin !  place  of  rendezvous,  would  perhaps  have  be^.n 
the  iim^t  eligiiile  exj>edient;  but  the  threats  of  the 
writ'T,  iliat  betraying  his  secret  would  prevent  tlu^ir 
meeiinu'  (<m  which  her  sister's  safeiv  was  said  to  de- 
pend) fioui  taking  place  at  oil,  would  have  deterred 
ner  frtnti  making  such  a  confidence,  even  had  she 
known  a  person  m  whom  she  thought  it  could  with 
safety  have  been  reposed.  But  she  knew  none  such. 
Their  arquauitance  with  the  cottagiTS  in  the  vicinity 
had  been  very  slight,  and  limited  to  trilling  acts  o^ 
good  n(;ighb<)urhood.  Jeatiic  knew  httle  of  them, 
•nd  wiiat  she  knew  did  not  greatly  incline  her  to 
trust  any  of  them.  They  wore  of  the  order  of  looiia- 
ciouH  f;obd-humoured  gossips  usually  found  in  their 
situation  of  life;  and  their  conversation  had  at  all 
times  ftw  charms  fi«r  a  young  woioan,  to  whom  na- 
ture and  the  circumstance  of  a  solitary  life  had  given 
a  depth  of  thought  and  force  of  character  sunmor  to 
the  frivolous  part  of  her  sex,  whether  in  higli  or  low 
degree. 

Left  alone  and  separated  from  all  earthly  counsel, 
she  had  recourse  to  a  friend  and  adviser,  whose  car 
is  open  to  the  cry  of  the  poorest  and  most  afflicted  of 
his  people.  She  knelt,  and  prayed  with  fer^■ent  sin- 
cent  y,  that  Grod  would  nlease  to  direct  her  what 
course  to  follow  in  her  aniuous  and  distressing  situa- 
tion. 1 1  was  the  belief  of  the  time  and  sect  to  which 
she  belonjjed.  that  special  answers  to  prayer,  differ- 
ing little  in  their  character  from  divine  inspiration, 
were,  as  they  expressed  it,  "borne  in  upon  their 
mmns''  in  answer  to  their  earnest  petitions  in  a  crisis 
ofdHmrulty.  Without  vntemifi  into  ai\  abstruse  poi nt 
*pfdtvintt}\  ona  tbitif?  is  plain ;  natnvly.  (hot  the  per- 
^an  who  imvt  onea  bia doubts  and  dibtnaeea  in  prayer, 


with  feeling  and  sincentjr,  must  necessarily,  in  the 
act  of  doing  so,  purify  his  mind  frt>m  the  arosB  of 
worldly  passions  and  interests,  and  bring  it  into  that 
state,  when  the  resolutions  adopted  are  likely  to  be 
selected  rather  from  a  sense  of  duty,  than  from  any 
inferior  motive.  Jeanie  arose  from  her  devotions, 
with  her  heart  fortified  to  endure  affliction,  ami  t:u- 
couraged  to  face  diificulties. 

"  I  will  meet  this  unhappy  man,"  she  f  aid  to  her- 
self—"unhappy  he  must  be,  since  I  doubt  lie  hasbei-n 
the  cause  of  poor  Efiic'a  misfortune— but  1  will  meet 
him,  be  it  for  good  or  ill.  Sly  mind  shall  never  cast 
up  to  me.  that,  for  fear  of  what  might  be  said  or  dons 
to  mysell,  I  left  that  undone  that  might  even  yet  be 
the  rescue  of  her." 

With  a  mind  greatly  composed  since  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution,  she  went  to  attend  her  fatlwr.  The 
old  man,  firm  in  the  principles  of  his  youlL  did  not. 
in  outward  appearance  at  least,  penmt  a  thought  oi 
his  family  distress  to  interfere  with  the  stoical  reserve 
of  his  counterumce  and  manners.  He  even  chid  his 
daughter  for  having  neglected,  in  the  distress  of  the 
morning,  some  trifling  domestic  duties  which  fell 
under  utT  department 

"Whv,  what  moancth  thisj  Jeanie  T'  said  the  old 
man—  The  brown  four-year-auld's  milk  is  not  seiled 
yet,  nor  the  bowies  put  up  on  the  bink.  If  ye  neglect 
your  warldly  duties  m  the  day  of  affliction,  what  con- 
fidence have  I  that  ye  mind  the  greater  matters  that 
concern  salvation  7  God  knows,  our  bowies,  and  oiii 
pipkins,  and  our  draps  o'  milk,  and  our  bits  o*  bread, 
are  nearer  and  dearer  ts  us  than  the  bread  of  life." 

Jeanie,  not  unpleased  to  hear  her  fathers  though'! 
thus  expand  themselves  be^nd  the  sphere  of  his  im- 
mediate distress,  obeyed  him,  and  procdtled  to  put 
her  household  matters  in  order;  while  old  David  mo- 
ved from  place  to  place  about  his  ordinary  employ- 
ments, scarce  showing,  unless  by  a  nervous  im^^a- 
tience  at  remaining  long  stationary,  an  occasional 
con\nilsive  sigh,  or  twinkle  of  the  eyelid,  that  he  was 
labouring  under  the  yoke  of  such  bitter  ufllietion. 

The  hour  of  noon  came  on,  and  the  father  apd 
child  sat  down  to  their  homely  repast.  In  his  pi-ti- 
tion  for  a  blessing  on  the  meal,  the  poor  old  man 
added, to  his  supplicatitm,  a  prayer  that  the  biiad 
eaten  in  sadness  of  heart,  and  the  bittiT  waters  of 
Mt-rah,  might  be  made  as  nourishing  as  those  which 
had  been  poured  forth  from  a  full  cup  and  a  nUntiful 
basket  and  store;  and  having  concluded  hisoencdic- 
tion,  and  rtMimetl  the  bonnet  which  he  had  laid  "  re^ 
vt-rently  aside,"  he  procetxle<l  to  exhort  his  daughter 
to  ent.  not  byexamjplo  indeed,  but  at  least  bv  pre<>ept. 

"  The  man  after  God's  own  heart,"  he  saiil,  '*  wash- 
ed and  anointed  himself,  and  did  eat  bread,  in  ordei 
to  fxpre.os  his  submission  under  a  dipprnsation  of 
sufTering,  and  it  did  not  become  n  Christian  man  or 
woinan^so  to  chng  to  cnatiia'-coni forts  of  wife  or 
bairns," — (here  the  words  became  too  great,  as  it 
were,  for  his  utterance,)—"  as  to  forget  the  first  duty 
—submission  to  the  Divine  will." 

To  add  force  to  his  precept,  he  took  a  morw  1  on  his 
plate,  but  nature  provnl  too  strong  e\en  for  the  pow- 
erful feelings  with  which  heendeavonre<l  to  briule  i^ 
Ashamed  of  his  weakness,  he  started  up,  and  ranou' 
of  the  house,  with  haste  very  unlike  the  deliberation 
of  his  usual  movements.  In  less  than  five  iiiinutef 
he  returned,  having  successfully  strugi^led  to  reei>ve» 
his  ordinary  composure  of  mind  and  countenance 
and  aflffTted  to  colour  over  his  late  ntmai,  by  inut 
tering,  that  ho  thought  he  heard  the  "  yoaug  stall 
loose  in  the  byre." 

He  did  not  again  trust  himself  with  the  snbiect  of 
his  former  con vereatioi^nd  his  daughter  waii  idau 
to  see  that  he  seemed  to  avoid  further  discourse  on 
that  agitating  topic.  The  hours  glided  on,  as  on  thi>y 
must  and  do  pass,  whether  winged  with  joy  or  laden 
with  affliction.  The  sun  set  beyond  the  diisky  emi- 
nence of  the  Castle,  and  the  screen  of  western  hills 
and  the  close  of  evening  summoned  David  D<.aris 
and  his  daughter  to  the  family  duty  of  the  night.  It 
camo  bitterly  upon  Jeanie's  recollection,  how  often, 
when  the  hour  of  worship  ap|)roached.  she  used  to 
watch  the  lengthening  shadows,  and  look  out  from 
th«  dooT  of  xheVMyua&t  Vd  %i9b\Lm  cM^Vium  Wx  ii» 


.1 


THE  HEART  DIT  fiID*LOTHIAN. 


m^mwrtilnmtimd,  Aliitr  this  idle  and  thought 
lav  waste  of  time,  to  what  evils  had  it  not  fiuallj 
ttn  iM-  was  she  altogether  guiltless,  who  noticing 
■Ei^  tuii  to  idle  and^light  society,  had  not  called 
ii  ksr  fathef'a  authority  to  reatrain  her  l--Bttt  1  acted 
ftr  tie  best,  she  again  reflected^  and  who  ooald  have 
f9eeiad  aueh  a  growth  of  evil,  from  one  grain  of 
fenaan  teaven.  in  a  dispoiitiott  so  kind,  and  candid, 
ad^niettMsl 

As  thMT  aate  down  to  the  "  exercise,"  as  it  is  called, 
a  dtsir  happened  accidentally  to  stand  in  the  place 
which  BfiSe  usually  occupied.  David  Deans  saw  his 
dxBghter's  eyes  swim  in  tears  as  thof  were  directed 
aids  this  ohject,  and  pushed  it  aside,  with  a  ges- 
>  of  some  impatience,  as  if  desirous  to  destray 
r  memorial  of  earthly  interest  when  about  to  ad- 
!  the  Deity.  The  portion  of  Scripture  was  read, 
the  psalm  was  sung^  the  prayer  was  made ;  and  it 
was  remarkable  that,  in  discharging  these  duties,  the 
old  laan  avoided  ail  passages  and  expressions,  of 
wliiefa  Scriptore  affords  so  many,  that  might  b^  con- 
sidffed  aa  applicable  to  his  own  domesuc  misfortune. 
Ib  doiag  so  it  was  perhaps  his  intention  to  spare  the 
feelingB  of  his  daughter,  as  well  as  to  maintain,  in 
oBtward  ahow  at  ieast.  that  stoical  appearance  of  pa- 
tieiit  efldomnfe  of  all  the  evil  which  earth  could 
briagi  which  was,  in  his  opinion,  essential  to  the 
cinracter  of  one  who  rated  all  earthlv  things  at  their 
own  juat  estimate  of  nothingness.  When  he  had 
finished  the  dutv  of  the  evenmg,  he  came  up  to  his 
daughter,  wishea  hir  good-night,  and,  having  done 
so,  oontimied  to  hold  her  by  the  hands  for  half  a  mi- 
BBta;  then  drawing  her  towards  him,  kissed  her  fore- 
head, and  ejaculated,  "  Th6  Ood  of  Israel  bless  you, 
even  with  the  blessings  of  the  promise,  my  dear 
baaar' 

It  was  not  either  in  the  nattore  or  habits'of  David 
Deans  to  seem  a  fond  father ;  nor  was  he  often  ob- 
served to  experience,  or  at  least  to  evince,  that  fulness 
of  the  heart  which  seeks  to  expand  itself  in  tender 
expressions  or  caresses  even  to  those  who  were  dear- 
est to  him.  On  the  contrary,  he  used  to  censure  this 
as  a  degree  of  weakness  in  several  of  his  neighbours, 
and  particularly  in  poor  widow  Butler.  It  followed, 
however,  from  the  rarity  of  such  emotions  in  this 
self-denied  and  reserved  man,  that  his  children  at- 
lached  to  occasional  marks  of  his  affection  and  ap- 
probation a  degree  of  high  interest  and  solemnity ; 
we&  considehng  them  as  evidences  of  feelings  which 
were  only  expr^sed  when  they  became  too  intense 
for  sappreasion  or  concealment 

With  deep  emotion,  therefore,  did  he  bestow,  and 
his  daoflditer  receive,  this  benediction  and  paternal 
careesL  *  And  you.  my  dear  father,"  exclaimed  Jeanie, 
when  thedoor  had  closed  upon  thevenerable  old  man, 
*'may  jrou  have  purchased  and  promised  blessings 
BMitmlied  upon  you-iopon  you,  who  walk  in  this 
woria  as  though  ye  were  not  of  the  worki.  and  hold 
all  that  it  oan  give  or  take  away  bot  as  the  midgeg 
that  the  sun-blink  brings  otit,  aod  the  evening  wind 
sweeps  away !" 

She  BOW  made  preparation  for  her  might- walk. 
Her  father  slept  in  another  part  of  the  dwelling,  and. 
Tegular  in  all  bis  habits,  seklom  or  never  left  his 
^urtment  when  he  had  betaken  himself  to  it  for  the 
evening.  It  was  therefore  eaay  for  her  to  leave  the 
house  unobserved,  so  soon  as  the  time  approached  at 
whicj^i  she  wi^  to  keep  her  appointment.  But  the 
step  she  was  about  to  take  had  difficulties  and  terrors 
in  her  own  eyes,  though  she  bad  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend her  fathers  interference.  Her  lifo  had  oeen 
■wnt  ih  the  quiet,  uniform,  and  regular  seelusion  of 
tfaor  peaceful  and  monotonous  household.  The  yenr 
k  hour  which  some  damsels  of  the  present  day,  as  well 
of  her  own  as  of  higher  degree,  would  consider  as 
Uk  namral  period  of  commencing  an  evening  of  plea- 
Rne,  brooghc,  in  her  opinion,  awe  and  solemnity  in 
n;  and  (he  resolution  she  had  taken  had  a  strange, 
daring:  and  adventurous  character,  to  which  she 
could  hardly  reconcile  herself  when  the  moment  ap- 
iroached  for  putting  it  into  execution.  Her  hands 
tRiBbled  SB  Ae  snooded  her  fair  hair  beneath  the  ri- 
band, then  the  only  ornament  or  cover  which  young 
ininarried  womeii  Wore  on  their  head,  and  as  she  ad- 
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justed  the  scadet  tartan  screen  or  muffler  made  of 
plaid,  which  the  Scottish  women  wore,  much  in  the 
fashion  of  the  black  silk  veils  still  a  part  of  female 
dress  in  the  Netherlands.  A  sense  of  impropriety  as 
well  as  of  danger  pressed  upon  her,  as  she  lifted  the 
latch  of  her  paternal  mansion  to  leav^it  on  so  wild 
an  expedition,  and  at  so  late  an  hour,  unprotected, 
and  without  the  knowledge  of  her  natural  guaitiian. 

When  she  found  herseu  abroad  and  in  the  open 
fields,  additional  subjects  of  apprehension  crowded 
upon  her.  The  dim  cliffs  and  scattered  rocks,  inter- 
spersed with  green  sward,  through  which  she  had  to 
p«ss  to  the  place  of  appointment,  as  they  glimmered 
before  her  in  a  clear  autumn  night,  recalled  to  her 
memory  many  a  deed  of  violence,  which,  accordin^f 
to  tradition,  had  been  done  and  sunered  among  them. 
In  earlier  days  they  hod  been  the  haunt  of  robbers  and 
assassins^  tlie  memory  of  whose  crimes  are  preserved 
in  the  various  edicts  which  the  council  of  the  city,  end 
even  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  had  passed  for  dis- 
persing their  bands,  and  ensuring  safety  to  the  lieges, 
80  near  the  precincts  of  the  city.  The  names  of  these 
criminals,  and  of  their  atrocities,  were  still  remem- 
bered in  traditions  of  the  scattered  cottages  and  the 
neigbouring  suburb.  In  latter  times,  as  we  have  al- 
ready noticed,  the  sequestered  and  broken  character 
of  the  ground  rendered  it  a  fit  theatre  for  duds  and 
rencontres  among  the  fiery  youth  of  the  period.  Two 
or  three  of  these  incidents,  all  sanguinary,  and  one  of 
them  fatal  in  its  termination,  had  happened  since 
Deans  came  to  Uve  at  Saint  Leonard's.  His  daugh- 
ter's recollections,  therefore^  were  of  blood  and  hor- 
ror as  ihe  pursuea  the  small  scarce- tracked  solitary 
path,  every  step  of  which  conveyed  her  to  a  greater 
distance  from  help,  and  deeper  into  the  ominous  se- 
clusion of  these  unhallowed  precincts. 

As  the  moon  began  to  peer  forth  on  the  scene  with 
a  doubtful,  flitting,  and  solemn  light,  Jeanie's  appre- 
hensions took  another  turn,  too  peculiar  to  her  rank 
and  country  to  remain  unnoticed.  But  to  trace  its 
origin  will  require  another  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

The  spirit  I  have  ieen 

Majr  b«  tho  ddvil.    And  (ho  dovfl  hac  pow«r 

To  aanine  a  pieanur  skape.  Hamtet. 

WrPCHc*A*T  and  demonology,  as  we  have  had  al- 
ready occasion  to  remark,  were  at  this  period  believed 
in  by  almost  all  ranks,  but  more  especially  among 
the  stricter  classes  of  ptesbyterians.  whose  govern- 
ment, when  therr  party  were  at  the  head  of  the  state, 
had  been  much  sullied  by  their  eagerness  to  inauiro 
Into,  and  prosecute  these  imaginary  crimes.  Now, 
in  this  point  of  view,  also.  Saint  Leonard's  Crags 
and  the  ac^acent  Chase  were  a  dreaded  and  ill-reputed 
district  Not  only  had  witches  Tield  their  meetings 
there,  but  even  of  very  late  years  the  enthusiast,  or 
impostor,  mentioned  in  thePandaemonlum  of  Richard 
Bovet,  Gentleman,*  had,  among  the  recesses  of  these 

•  Thii  lefBnd  was  in  fbraier  edifions  intccnmtely  aald  to  ex 
iit  in  Baxtar'a  "  World  of  Spirits ;"  but  is,  in  (iact,  to  be  round 
in  "  Pandeemonium,  or  the  Devil*s  CtoTster  ;  beinr  a  furthor 
blow  to  Modern  Badduciini,"  by  Riehafd  Barton,  Gentleman, 
ISmo,  l«84.  The  work  is  inscribed  to  Dr.  Henry  More.  Tlie  slorr 
is  entitled,  "A  remarkable  pessagw  of  one  named  tho  Fairy  Boy 
of  Leith,  m  Scotland,  fivon  me  by  my  worthy  friend  Captoin 
George  Barton,  aad  attested  under  his  hand ;"  and  is  as  fol> 

"  AboQt  fiflxwn  years  sinee,  havinf  business  that  detained  me 
for  some  time  in  Leith,  which  is  near  Edenborongh,  in  the  king* 
dom  of  Scotland,  I  oflen  met  some  of  my  acQuamtance  at  a 
certain  hottse  there,  where  we  used  to  drink  a  glasa  of  wine  for 
our  refection.  Tho  woman  which  kept  the  house,  waa  of  honest 
reputation  amongst  the  neighbouia,  which  made  me  give  the 
more  attention  to  what  she  told  me  one  day  about  a  Fairy  Boy 
(as  they  called  him)  who  tiv«d  about  that  town.  She  had  given 
roe  so  strange  an  eeeount  of  him.  thot  I  desired  her  1  might  se« 
him  the  first  opportunity,  which  she  promised  ;  and  not  lonf 
afrer,  passing  that  way,  she  told  me  there  was  the  Fairy  Boy  bul 
a  little  before  I  came  by ;  and  casting  her  eye  into  tlio  street, 
^:j  I »  _^i — ^  _4.  7onder  he  is  at  play  withthose  other  bnyn* 
me,  I  wenv,  and  by  smooth  words,  and  n 
p  im  to  come  into  tho  house  with  mc  -,  wlioru, 

II  'Ik-  I  .n  yfr  r-rr  1         -ers  people,  I  demanded  of  him  several  aa- 

tn ■> I M f  i  wi r  tvK^ ( vhich  h6  answered  with  great  subtlety,  and 

II  ,rnmrh  nil  iii.-i  di  me  carrycd  it  with  a  cunninirmuch  bcyoua 
hi-  juitrf^  wlkk'h  ?* .  u*ed  not  to  exeeed  ten  or  eleven.  He  M>eine4 
to  im.k'9  IL  rauboq  Liko  drumioing  upon  Uie  table  with  his  on- 
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romantic  cliffs,  found  his  way  into  the  hidden  retreats 
wlicre  iho  fairies  revel  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

With  all  these  legends  Jeanie  Deans  was  too  well 
Bcqiiainted,  to  escape  that  strong  impression  which 
they  usually  make  on  the  imagination.  Indeed,  re> 
lations  of  tni^ ghostly  kind  had  been  familiar  to  her 
from  her  infancy,  for  they  were  the  only  rehef  which 
her  father's  conversation  afforded  from  controversial 
ar^nncnt,  or  the  gloomy  history  of  the  strivings  and  I 
testimonies,  escapes,  captures,  tortures,  and  execu- 
tions of  those  martyrs  of  the  Covenant,  with  whom  I 
It  was  his  chicfest  boast  to  say  he  had  been  acquaint- 
ed. In  the  recesses  of  mountains,  in  caverns,  and  in 
momsscs,  to  which  these  persecuted  enthusiasts  were 
I  BO  mihlessly  pursued,  they  conceived  they  had  often 
to  contend  with  the  visible  assaults  of  the  Enemv  of 
mankind,  as  in  the  cities,  and  in  the  cultivated  fields, 
tlicy  were  exposed  to  those  of  the  tyrannical  govern- 
ment and  their  soldiery.  Such  were  the  terrors  which 
made  one  of  their  gifted  seers  exclaim,  wheti  his  com- 
panion returned  to  him,  after  having  left  him  alone 
in  a  haunted  cavern  in  Sorn  in  Galloway,  "  It  is  hard 
living  in  this  world— incarnate  devils  above  the  earth, 
•nd  rlevils  under  the  earth  !  Satan  has  been  here  since 
ye  went  away,  but  I  have  dismissed  him  bjr  resist- 
ance; we  win  be  no  more  troubled  with  him  this 
night."  David  Deans  believed  this,  and  many  other 
Buch  ghostly  encounters  and  victories,  on  the4aithof 
the  Ansars,  or  auxiliaries  of  the  banished  prophets. 
This  event  was  beyond  Da\'id'8  remembrance.  But 
he  used  to  tell  with  great  awe,  yet  not  without  a  feel- 
iRg  of  proud  superiority  to  his  auditors,  how  he  him- 
selthad  been  present  at  a  field-meeting  at  Croch- 
made,  when  the  duty  of  the  day  was  intcmipted  by 
the  apparition  of  a  tall  black  man,  who,  in  the  act  of 
crossing  a  ford  to  join  the  congregation,  lost  ground, 
and  was  carried  down  apparently  by  the  force  of  the 
Brream.  All  were  instantly  at  work  to  assist  him, 
but  with  so  little  success,  that  ten  or  twelve  stout 
men,  who  had  hold  of  the  rope  which  they  had  cast 
in  to  his  aid,  were  rather  in  danger  to  be  dragged  into 
the  stream,  and  lose  their  own  lives,  than  likely  to 
Bave  that  of  the  supposed  perishing  man.  ,  "  But  fa- 
mous John  Scmple  of  Carspham,"  David  Deans 
used  to  say  with  exultation,  saw  the  whaup  in  the 
rape.—'  Qiiit  Uie  rope,'  he  cried  to  us,  (for  I  that  was 
but  a  callant  had  a  baud  o'  the  rape  mysell,)  *  it  is 
the  Great  Enemy !  he  will  bum,  but  not  drown ;  his 
design  is  to  disturb  the  good  wark,  by  raising  won- 
der and  confusion  in  your  minds ;  to  put  off  from 
}rour  spirits  all  that  ye  nae  heard  and  felt.'— Sae  we 
et  go  the  rape,"  said  David^  "  and  be  went  adown 

g^T*,  uptin  which  I  B«k^  him,  wliether  he  could  beat  a  dram,  to 
which  hn  replied.  *\'on,  *ir,  an  well  a*  any  man  in  Scotland  ; 
forevvnr  ThurMlay  nirht  I  b«^at  all  i)oints  to  a  «)rtor  penple 
thit  u«o  i«i  meet  uodHr  jrondcr  hill'  (pointing  to  the  rreat  hill 
lK-lw<>cn  EdiMi^iiroUKh  anil  Lciih.)  '  liow,  bojr,'  oaothl ;  'what 
oomiMtnyhave  you  UioreT'-'Thi-re  are,  tir,> iaid  he,  'a  great 
oomiwnjr  both  of  mon  and  wnmea,  and  ther  aro  flntertaioed 
with  many  motU  of  mujiick  beiidc*  mjr  dram ;  they  liavc,  beside*, 
plenty  vorioty  of  uwaiA  bnd  wine ;  and  many  times  h-u  are  car- 
ried into  France  or  Holland  in  a  night,  and  return  arain ;  and 
whilst  w«!  .iro  there,  wc  enjoy  all  the  pleasurei  the  country  doih 
ttfi>rd.'  1  demanded  of  him,  how  they  got  under ! hat  hill?  To 
which  he  replied, '  thai  Uiere  were  a  irreat  pair  of  gates  that 
0|if  i»e<l  to  them,  though  Uicy  were  ioviiitble  to  othen.  and  tliat 
within  tlifTC  were  brave  largo  roonu.  Mi  well  sccommodated  u 
moat  in  Scotland.'  I  Uien  aaked  him,  how  I  should  know  what 
he  «aid  Ui  be  true?  upon  which  he  told  me  he  would  read  my 
ftntune.  laying  I  should  have  two  wives,  and  that  lie  xaw  the 
formii  of  them  sitting  on  myshoolders ;  Uiat  botli  would  bo  ver/ 
haiidiiome  women. 

'*  An  li«  wart  Uiiis  speaking,  a  woman.of  the  neighbourliood, 
eoniing  into  the  mom,  demanded  of  him  wliat  her  fortune  uliould 
bo  ?  He  told  her  iliat  she  had  two  baiitards  before  fclie  was  mar- 
r>c«l :  which  put  her  in  such  a  rage,  tliat  she  desired  not  to  hear 
the  rent.  'Die  woman  of  Uic  house  told  mo  tliat  all  the  people 
in  Sri>tland  could  not  keep  him  from  the  rendezvous  on  Thurs- 
day night ;  uiion  which,  by  promiiin::  him  sc»ne  more  nKiney.  I 
cut  a  prumiri''  of  him  to  meet  roe  at  the  same  place,  in  the  aOt^- 
noon  of  the  Thursday  following,  and  so  dismissed  him  at  that 
time.  TIm  boy  canme  ogoiii  at  tlie  place  and  time  appointed,  and 
I  hail  prevailed  with  some  friends  to  continue  with  ine.  if  po<< 
niblf,  to  prevent  his  moving  that  night ;  he  was  placed  between 
■s,  and  answered  many  queiitions,  without  offering  to  go  from 
us.  until  about  eleven  of  tlie  clock,  he  was  got  away  unuer- 
ooived  uf  tlie  company :  but  I  suddenly  missing  him,  hask'd  to 
the  do<ir.  and  took  hold  of  him,  and  so  returned  him  infti  the 


Mine  room :  we  all  watched  him.  and  »a  a  suddim  he  was  again 
^f  out  of  the  dftorn.  /  fnllowfrd  liiin  close,  and  he  made  a  nf>ise 
« ihv  ttnmt  ^0  if  li0  iiMd  bceu  M(  uiHm  :  but  ftom  that  time  I 
AVb^xvicy  weoium.  •*  GfiOBGS  Blbton." 


the  water  screeching  and  bnllcring  like  a  Bull  of  Eft- 
shan,  as  he's  ca'd  in  ScriptureL"* 

Trained  in  these  and  similar  legends,  it  was  na 
wonder  that  Jeanie  began  to  fed  an  ill-defined  apprcH 
bension,  not  merely  of  the  phantoms  which  might 
beset  her  way,  but  of  the  quality,  nature,  and  purpose 
of  the  being  who  had  thus  appointed  her  a  meeting, 
at  a  place  and  hoiur  of  horror,  and  at  a  time  wheQ 
her  mind  must  be  necessarily  full  of  those  tempting 
and  ensnaring  thoughts  of  grief  and  despair,  which 
were  supposed  to  lay  sufferers  particularly  open  to  tha 
temptauons  of  the  Evil  One.  If  such  an  idea  had 
crossed  even  Butler's  well-informed  mind,  it  wascal* 
culated  to  make  a  much  stronger  impression  upon 
hers.  Yet  firmly  believing  the  ^possibility  of  an  en- 
counter so  terrible  to  flesh  and  biood,  Jeanie,  with  a 
defpee  of  resolution  of  which  we  cannot  sufficiently 
estimate  the  merit,  because  the  incredulity  of  the  age 
has  rendered  us  strangers  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 
her  feelings,  persevered  in  her  determination  not  to 
omit  an  opportunity  of  doing  something  towards  sa- 
ving her  sister,  although,  in  the  attempt  to  avail  her- 
self of  it,  she  mi^ht  be  exposed  to  dangers  so  dread- 
ful to  her  imagmation.  So,  like  Christiana  in  the 
Pilgrim's  Progress,  when  traversing  with  a  timid  yet 
resolved  step  the  terrors  of  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow 
of  Death,  she  glided  on  by  rock  and  stone,  "  now  in 
glimmer  and  now  in  gloom,"  as  her  path  lay  through 
moonlighter  shadow,  and  endeavoured  to  overpower 
the  suggestions  of  fear,  sometimes  by  fixing  her  mind 
upon  the  distressed  condition  ofher  sister,  and  the 
duty  she  lay  imder  to  afford  her  aid,  should  that  be 
in  her  power;  and  more  frequently  by  recurring  in 
mental  prayer  to  the  protection  of  that  Being  to  whom 
night  is  as  noon-day. 

Thus  drowning  at  one  time  her  fears  by  fixing  her 
mind  on  a  subject  of  overpowering  interest,  and  ar- 
guing them  down  at  others  by  referring  herself  to  the 
protection  of  the  Deity,  she  at  length  approached  the 
place  assi^ed  for  this  mysterious  conference. 

It  was  situated  in  the  depth  of  the  valley  behind 
Salisbury  Crag^  which  has  for  a  background  the 
north-western  shoulder  of  the  mountain  called  Ar- 
thur's Seat,  on  whose  descent  still  remain  the  ruina 
of  what  was  once  a  chapel,  or  hermits^  dedicated 
to  St.  Anthony  the  Eremite.  A  better  site  for  such  a 
building  could  hardly  have  been  selected;  for  tha 
chapel,  situated  among  the  rude  and  pathless  diffs, 
lies  in  a  desert,  even  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
rich,  populous,  and  tumultuous  capital :  anJ  the  hum 
of  the  city  might  mingle  with  the  orisons  of  the  ret- 
cluses,  conveying  as  little  of  worldly  interest  as  if  it 
had  been  the  roar  of  the  distant  ocean.  Beneath  the 
steep  ascent  on  which  these  ruins  are  still  visible, 
was,  and  perhaps  is  still  pointed  out,  the  place  where 
the  wretch  Nicol  Muscnat,  who  has  been  already 
mentioned  in  these  pages,  had  closed  a  long  scene 
of  cruelty  towards  his  umbrtunatc  wife,  by  murder- 
ing her,  with  circumstancfs  of  uncommon  barbarity.t 
The  execration  in  which  the  man's  crime  was  hekl 
extended  ilself  to  the  place  where  it  was  pcrpeirate<i 
which  was  marked  by  a  small  caim^  or  heap  of 
stones,  composed  of  those  which  each  chance  pas- 
senger had  thrown  there  in  testimony  of  abhorrence, 
and  on  the  principle,  it  would  seem,  of  the  ancienc 
British  malediction,  "  May  you  have  a  cairn  for  your 
burial-place !" 

As  our  heroine  approached  this  ominous  and  unhal- 
lowed spot,  she  paused  and  looked  to  the  moon,  now 
rising  broad  on  the  north-west,  and  shedding  a  more 
distinct  light  than  it  had  afforded  during  her  walk 
thither.  Eyeing  the  planet  for  a  moment,  she  then 
slowly  and  fearfully  turned  her  head  towards  the 

*  Tlie  gloomy,  dangerous,  and  constant  wanderings  of  thr  per- 
secuted sect  or  Cameronians,  natutaily  led  to  their  enttrtainnig 
with  iicculiar  credulity  the  belief,  that  they  were  S4im»'tini*.'y 
penwcuted,  not  only  by  tlie  wrath  of  Den,  but  by  the  xrcret 
wiles  and  open  terrors  of  SatAn.  In  fkict.a  flood  could  not  hA|i- 
pen,  a  horse  cast  his  shoe,  or  any  other  tiM  mMt  ordumry  i]ii«w- 
raption  Uiwart  a  minister's  wish  to  perfonta  service  at  a  parti- 
cular spot,  than  the  accident  was  impnted  lo  the  imnediat* 
agency  of  fiends.  The  encounter  of  Alexander  Pcdvij  h  iili  the 
Devil  in  Uie  cave,  and  that  of  John  Serapl^  with  the  demon  in 
the  fWr<l,  are  given  by  Peter  Walker,  almoM  in  the  lanffu»|{(>  cf 
the  texL  I 
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cdrn.  from  which  it  was  at  first  averted.  She  wqs 
II  first  disappovi ted.  Nothing  was  visible  beside  the 
Jittk  piie  oi  Btonfcs,  which  shone  gray  in  the  moon- 
light. A  multitude  of  confused  suggestions  rushed 
00  her  mind.  Had  her  correspondent  deceived  her, 
ind  broken  his  appointment  1— was  he  too  tardy  at 
tlie  appointment  he  had  made?— or  had  some  strange 
tim  ot  fate  prevented  him  fh)m  appearing  as  he  pro- 
pokid?— or,  if  he  were  an  unearthly  hem§,  as  her 
Kcrei  apprehensions  suggested,  was  it  his  object 
merely  to  delndc  her  with  false  hopes,  and  put  her  to 
Boneccasary  toil  and  terror,  according  to  the  nature, 
ushe  hod  heard,  of  those  wondering  demons?— or 
&A  he  purpose  to  blast  her  with  the  sudden  horrors  of 
his  presence  when  she  had  come  close  to  the  place 
•f  rendezvous  1  These  anxious  redeetions  did  not 
pieTciit  her  approaching  to  the  cairn  with  a  pace  that, 
1ho>j[;h  slow,  was  determined. 

Wticn  she  was  withm  two  yards  of  the  heap  of 
itones,  a  figure  rose  suddenly  up  from  behind  it,  and 
Jeanie  scarce  forbore  to  scream  aloud  at  what  seoined 
(he  realization  of  the  most  frightful  of  her  anticipa- 
tions. She  constrained  herself  to  silence,  however, 
ind,  making  a  dead  pause,  suffered  the  figure  to  open 
Ae  ooaverflation,  w^hich  he  did,  by  asking  in  a  voice 
which  agitation  rendered  trenuilous  and  hollow.  "Are 
Tou  the  sister  of  that  ill-fated  young  woman?" 

•*  I  am— I  am  the  sister  of  Erne  Deans !"  exclaimed 
Jeanie.  **  And  as  ever  you  hope  God  will  hcnr  you  at 
your  need,  tell  me,  if  you  can  tell,  what  can  be  done 
10  Bave  her!" 

"  1  do  not  hope  God  will  hear  me  at  my  need."  was 
the  sineuiar  answer.  "  1  do  not  deserve— I  do  not 
expect  nc  will."  This  de8i)erate  languoge  he  ut- 
t£nd  in  a  tone  calmer  than  that  with  which  he  had 
tt'tkst  spoken,  probably  because  the  shock  of  first 
tddrtrssing  her  was  what  he  felt  most  difficult  to 
•vercome.  Jeanie  remained  mute  with  horror  to  hear 
ikngiiage  expressed  so  utterly  foreign  to  all  which  she 
had  evtrr  been  acquainted  with,  that  it  sounded  in  her 
ears  rather  like  that  of  a  fiend  than  a  of  human  being. 
The  stranger  pursued  his  address  to  her  without  sceiii- 
ing  to  notice  her  surprise.  "  You  see  before  you  a 
wretch,  predestined  to  evil  here  and  hereafter." 

''  For  the  sake  of  Heaven  that  hears  and  sees  us," 
taid  Jeanie.  '*  dinna  speak  in  this  desperate  fashion  ! 
Tlie  gi)spcl  is  sent  to  the  chief  of  sinners— to  the  most 
mificrable  among  the  miserable." 

**  Then  shouldl  have  my  own  share  therein,"  said 
the  straneer,  "  if  you  call  it  sinful  to  have  been  the  de- 
nnictionofthe  mother  that  bore  me — of  the  friend  that 
loved  me — of  the  woman  that  trusted  me— of  the  inno- 
eeot  child  that  was  bom  to  me.  If  to  have  done  all 
this  is  to  be  a  sinner,  and  to  survive  it  is  to  f>e  mi^tera- 
bic  then  am  I  most  guiltvaiid  most  miserable  indeeil." 

"Then  you  are  the  wicked  cause  of  my  sister's  ruin  ?" 
taid  Jeanie,  with  a  natural  touch  of  indignation  ex- 
press Ai  in  her  lone  of  voice. 

"  Curse  mo  for  it,  if  you  will,"  said  the  stranger ; 
"I have  well  deserved  it  at  your  hand." 

*'  It  is  fitter  for  me,"  said  Jeanie,  "  to  pray  to  God 
to  forgive  you." 

"  Do  as  you  will,  how  you  will,  or  what  you  will," 
be  rtrplied,  with  vehemence ;  "  only  promise  to  obey 
my  directions,  and  save  your  sisters  life." 

"I  must  first  know,"  said  Jeanie,  "the  means  you 
would  have  me  use  in  her  behalf." 

"  No ! — you  must  first  swear— solemnly  swear,  that 
you  will  employ  them,  when  I  make  them  known  to 
you." 

"  Surely,  it  is  needless  to  swear  that  I  will  do  all 
tliat  is  lawful  to  a  Christian,  to  save  the  life  of  my 
aiaier  ?" 

"I  will  have  no  reservation!"  thundered  the  stran- 
ger: "  lawful  or  unlawful,  Christian  or  heathen,  you 
ihall  swear  to  do  my  best,  and  act  by  my  counsel, 
or-you  little  kno\v  whose  wrath  you  provoke!" 

"  1  will  think  on  what  vou  have  said,  said  Jeanie, 
who  bngan  to  get  much  alarmed  at  the  frantic  vehe- 
mence of  his  manner,  and  disputed  in  her  own  mind, 
wh^er  she  spoke  to  a  maniac,  or  nn  apostate  spirit 
incarnate—"  I  will  think  on  what  you  say,  and  Jet  you 
kco  to-morrow." 
'Jkhaaoaowl"  exdaimed  th^  man,  with  a  laugh 


of  scorn— "And  where  will  I  be  to-morrow ?— or, 
where  will  you  be  to-night,  unless  you  swear  to  walk 
by  my  counsel  ?— There  was  one  accursed  deed  dona 
ot  this  spot,  before  now ;  and  there  shall  be  another 
to  match  it,  unless  you  yield  up  to  my  guidance, 
body  and  soul." 

As  he  spoke,  ho  offered  a  pistol  at  the  unfortHnate 
young  woman.  She  neither  fled  nor  fainted,  but  sunk 
on  her  knees,  and  asked  him  to  spare  her  life." 

"  Is  that  all  you  have  to  say,"  said  the  unmoved 
ruffian. 

"  Do  not  dip  your  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  defe.nce- 
less  creature  that  has  trusted  to  you,"  said  Jeanie 
still  on  her  knees. 

" Is  that  all  you  can  saj  for  your  life?— Have  you 
no  promise  to  give  ?— ^^  ill  you  destroy  vour  sister, 
and  compel  me  to  shed  more  blood  7" 

"I  can  promise  nothing,"  said  Jeanie,  "which  is 
unlawful  lor  a  Christian." 

He  cocked  the  weapon,  and  held  it  towards  her. 

"May  God  forgive  you!"  she  said,  pressing  her 
hands  forcibly  against  her  eyes. 

"D n  !"  muttered  the  man  ;  and,  turning  aside 

from  her,  he  uncocked  the  pistol,  and  replaced  it  in 
his  pocket— "I  am  a  villain,"  he  said,  ^'stei-ped  m 
guilt  and  wretchi^lness,  but  not  wicked  enough  to  do 
you  any  harm !  I  only  wished  to  terrify  you  into  my 
measures— She  hears  me  not— she  is  gone !— Great 
God  !  what  a  wnich  am  I  become !" 

As  he  spoke,  she  re<Mvered  herself  from  an  agony 
which  partook  of  the  bitterness  of  death  ;  and,  in  a 
minute  or  two,  through  tiie  strong  exertion  of  her 
natural  sense  and  courage,  collected  hcrsi'lf  suffi- 
ciently to  understand  he  intended  her  no  oersonal 
injur>'. 

No!"  he  repeated;  "I  would  not  add  to  the 
murder  of  your  sister,  and  of  her  child,  that  of  any 
one  belonging  to  hor!— Mad,  frantic  as  I  am,  and 
unrtfstroined  t)y  either  fear  or  mercy,  given  up  to  die 
possession  of  an  evil  being,  and  forsaken  by  all  that 
13  good,  I  would  not  hurt  vou,  were  the  world  ofTcrod 
me  for  a  bribe !  But.  for  fne  sake  of  all  that  is  dear 
to  you,  swear  you  will  follow  my  counstl.  Take  this 
weopon,  shoot  me  through  the  hca<l,  and  with  your 
own  hand  rrvenge  your  sistj^r's  wrong,  only  follow 
the  course— the  only  course,  by  which  her  life  can 
be  soved." 

"  Alas  !  is  she  innocent  or  guilty?" 

"  She  is  guiltless— guiltless  of  every  thing,  but  of 
having  tnisted  a  villain !— Yet,  had  it  not  been  for 
those  that  were  worse  than  I  am— yes,  worse  than  I 
am,  though  I  am  bad  indeed— this  misery  had  not 
befallen.'^ 

"  And  my  sister's  child— does  it  live?"  said  Jeanie. 

"No;  it  wan  munlerwl- the  new-born  infant  wa« 
barbarously  murdered,"  he  uttori:(l  in  a  low,  yet  stern 
and  sustained  voice ;— "  but,"  he  added  hastily,  "  no*, 
by  her  knowledge  or  consent." 

"Then,  why  cannot  the  guilty  bo  brought  to  jus- 
tice, and  the  innocent  freed?" 

"Torment  me  not  with  q^uestions  which  can  sei>c 
no  purpose  "  he  sternly  replied—"  The  deed  was  done 
by  those  who  are  far  enough  from  purj»uit,  and  safe 
enough  from  discovery  '—No  one  can  save  Effie  but 
yourself." 

"Woe's  me!  how  is  it  in  my  power?"  asked  Jeanie, 
in  despondency. 

"Hearken  to  me!— You  hove  sense— you  can  ap- 
prehend my  meaning—  I  will  trust  you.  Your  sister 
IS  innocent  of  the  crime  charged  against  her" 

"  Thank  God  for  that !"  said  Jeanie. 

"  Be  still  and  hearken  !— The  person  who  assisted 
her  in  her  illness  murdered  the  child;  but  it  was  . 
without  the  mother's  knowleiige  or  consent— She  it 
therefore  guiltless,  as  guiltless  as  the  unhappy  inno- 
cent that  but  gasped  a  few  minutes  in  this  unhappy 
world— the  better  was  its  hap  to  be  so  soon  at  rest. 
She  is  innocent  as  that  infant,  and  yet  she  must  dia 
— it  is  impossible  to  clear  her  of  the  law !" 

"Cannot  the  wretches  be  discovered,  and  given  up 
to  punishment?"  said  Jeanie. 

Do  vou  ih'mV.  v^\\>n\\\  \>et«QL'!i^^  >\vc^^'vVc\  ^t^ 
hardened  \n  g\i\\l  to  d\c  lo  a\vNfe  wi^i^Xval— \^'^"^^^«>^ 
i^eed  you  would  lean  \aV 
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"  But  yon  said  there  was  a  remedy,"  again  gasped 
out  the  trrrificd  yoimR  woman. 

"There  IP,'  an^jwired  the  strancer,  "and  it  is  in 
your  own  hands.  Tlic  blow  which  the  law  aim^ 
cannot  bo  brukeii  by  dincily  encountering  it,  but  it 
may  be  turRcd  aside.  Vou  saw  your  sister  during 
the  pr-riod  preccdini:  tlie  birth  of  her  ciiild— what  is 
BO  natural  as  that  £ihe  should  have  mentioned  her 
condition  to  you  ?  The  doing  so  wouhl,  as  their  cant 
pO'i!?,  i:ike  the  case  from  under  the  statute,  f»>r  it  re- 
movi-s  liic  quality  of  concealment.  I  know  their  jar- 
gon, and  have  had  sad  cause  to  know  it ;  and  the 
qiwiliiy  of  roncealnu  nt  is  essential  to  this  statutory 
olU'iKv.*  Notliin^  is  so  natural  as  that  KHie  should 
havt'  lULniij^rird  lur  condition  to  you— think — reflect 
—I  am  poKiiive  that  .«hc  did." 

"  Woes  mi.'  I"  baid  Jcanie,  "  she  never  spoke  to  me 
on  the  i»ub'i;ct,  but  prat  p<.in:ly  when  I  spoke  to  her 
about  her  aftend  looki:.  and  the  change  on  h(  r  suirits." 

"  Vou  asiii-d  her  "jut/stionson  the  subject  ?"  nesaid 
ca;?erly.  "Vou  musi  remember  her  answer  was,  u 
corif<  -'sion  iliat  she  had  ban  mined  by  a  villain — 
Yis,  lay  a  strong  i.-mpliasis  on  tliat— a  cruel  false  vil- 
lain e:dl  it— any  other  mime  is  unnecessary;  and 
that  shn  bore  ntidcr  lier  bosom  the  consetiucnces  of 
his  ^riilt  and  lu-r  folly :  and  that  he  had  assured  her 
he  \v<»uld  provide  saftly  for  her  approaching  illness. 
— Wi.ll  he  kept  his  worJ !"  These  last  words  he 
vpoke  as  it  were  to  himself,  and  with  a  violent  Ges- 
ture of  sclf-aceusatiun,  and  then  calmly  pn)Ciu.ded, 
"You  will  remembnr  all  this  ?— That  is  all  thai  is 
xieccMarv  to  be  said." 

"  But  1  cannot  remembr  r,"  answered  Jeanie,  with 
•imp'.u-ity,  "  that  which  Kflie  never  told  me." 

"Are  you  so  dull—so  v«.ry  dull  of  apprt^hensionT' 
he  exclaimed,  sudriculv  graspin*.;  her  arm,  and  hoM- 
in;;  it  firm  in  his  hand.  "I  tell  you  "  (tfp:.'akinj?  be- 
tween his  teeth,  and  under  his  breath,  but  with  srcat 
energy.^  "you  ;niiA-<  remember  that  she  told  you  all 
this,  whether  t^nc  cvtr  said  a  syllable  of  it  or  no. 
You  mu^rt  rtpcat  this  tale,  in  which  there  is  no  false- 
1iix>d,  except  in  so  far  as  it  was  not  (old  to  vou,  be- 
fop.:  these  Justices— Justiciary— whatevtr  tney  call 
ihi'ir  bloodthirsty  court,  and  save  your  sister  from 
bein^  muniered,  and  lh»^m  from  bccomiiif;  murderer*. 
Do  not  hesitate— I  pledue  life  and  salvation,  that  in 
savin;;  what  I  have  said,  you  will  only  speak  the 
simple  truth.'' 

"  Uui,"  repliul  Jeanie,  whose  juilgment  was  too 
accurate  not  tt)  s<v.  the  sophistry  of  this  ar;.'ument, 
"  1  shall  be  man-sworn  in  the  ver>'  thin^  in  whicli 
mv  tpstimonv  is  warif-d.  for  it  is  thcconrealim.nt  fur 
which  poor  f.ffie  i.s  blamed,  and  you  would  make  mu 
U*ll  a  falsehood  aiuMil  it." 

"  I  see,"  ho  said,  "my  first  suspicions  of  you  w^rc 
riiiht,  and  that  you  wiUl-t  your  sister,  innoi.vnt.  fair, 
aiul  gu:ltles3,  except  in  trustlntr  a  villain,  die  the  death 
of  a  mpinJcn-ss,  rather  than  bi  stow  tlu!  breath  of  your 
xnoutii  an>l  the  .«<ouiid  of  your  voice  to  save  her." 

"I  wad  ware  tlie  b.-si  blood  in  my  boJy  to  keep  her 
akaiililiss*,"  said  Jeanie,  weepiiii?  in  bilte.r  ayony, 
"  but  I  en  una  ••hanue  risht  into  wraiig,  or  make  that 
Inii:  whif.li  is  false/' 

"Foolish,  hard-hearted  girl,"  said  the  stranger, 

•  Tin-  •'^{'iirti..)j  ^i•.'|lut^■  Bivk.  niino  lOo.  r^npti-rSl,  in  corimv 

SiPijrf.  1,1"  tin*  sT'-iii  in-T.-ri^c  oi'  tli(>  or'iiu:  orrliiiil  uiunii-r.  dotli 
1)111  t?i"  teriiMiJilim-*  |oi-.»i:iinit  lln'orfi'iioo  :mil  flic  'ii.tli'iilry  uf 
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"  arc  you  ofraid  of  what  they  may  do  to  you  ?  I  t«l 
you  even  the  retainers  of  the  law,  who  course  life  ai 
greyhounds  do  hares,  will  rejoice  at  the  escape  of  a 
creature  so  young— so  beautiful ;  that  they  will  not 
suspect  your  tale;  that,  if  they  did  suspect  it,  they 
would  consider  you  as  deserving,  not  only  of  forgive- 
ne.»:8.  but  of  praise  for  your  natural  afiection." 

"  It  is  not  man  I  fear,"  said  Jeanie,  looking  up- 
ward ;  "  the  God,  whose  name  I  must  call  on  to 
witness  the  truth  of  what  I  say,  he  will  know  the 
falsehood." 

"  And  he  will  know  the  motive,"  aaid  the  stranger, 
eagerly ;  "  he  will  know  that  vou  are  doing  thia— not 
lor  lucre  of  gain,  but  to  save  the  life  of  the  innocent, 
and  prevent  the  commission  of  a  worse  crime  than 
that  whicli  the  law  seeks  to  avenge." 

"  He  has  given  lis  a  law,"  said  Jeanie,  "  for  the 
lamp  of  our  [lath  ;  if  we  stray  from  it  we  err  ni^ainst 
knowleiige— 1  mav  not  do  evil,  even  that  cofKl  may 
come  nut  of  it.  l^ut  you—  you  that  ken  all  this  to  be 
true,  which  I  must  take  on  your  woni, — you  that,  if 
I  understixjd  what  you  said  e'en  now,  promi.«ed  her 
shelter  and  urolection  in  her  travail,  why  do  not  you 
step  forward,  and  bear  leal  and  soothfast  evidence  io 
her  behalf,  as  ye  rnay  with  a  clear  conscience?" 

"To  whom  do  you  talk  of  a  clear  conscience, 
woman  ?"  said  he,  wi'lh  a  sudden  tierceness  which 
renewed  her  terrors,— "to  me/ — I  have  not  known 
one  for  many  a  year.  B<ar  witness  in  h(  r  behalf?— 
a  proper  witness,  that,  even  to  speak  these  few  words 
to  a  woman  of  so  little  cnnsi'iiuencc  as  yourself,  must 
chotjse  such  an  hour  and  such  a  place  as  this!  ^Miea 
you  st^  owls  and  bats  fly  abroad,  like  larks,  in  the 
sunshine,  you  may  exiwct  to  st*  .~uch  as  1  am  in  the 
assi  mblies  of  men. — Hush — listen  to  that." 

A  voice  was  heard  to  sing  one  of  those  wild  and 
monotonous  strains  so  common  in  Smiland.  and  to 
which  the  natives  of  that  country  chant  th^ir  old  bal- 
lads. The  S4iund  ceased— then  came  nearer,  and  wai 
renewetl^  the  stranger  listene<l  attentively,  still  hold- 
ing  Jeanie  by  the  arm,  (as  she  stood  l>y  liim  in  mo- 
tionless terror,)  as  if  to  prevent  her  interrupting  iha 
strain  by  speaking  or  stirring.  When  the  soundf 
were  renewed,  the  words  were  distinctly  audible: 

•  Wlu  n  the  cledo'it  in  tln>  blue  cloud, 
'Jli"  Invmck  lie»  -«tjl| ; 
Wlir-u  till-  li'iiiiid'k  in  tlie  irrcen-wond, 
The  liiriH  kee|iii  the  hill." 

The  person  who  sung  kept  a  strained  and  powerful 
voice  at  its  highest  pitch,  so  that  it  could  be  heard  at 
a  ver)'  consi'^erablu  distance.  As  the  song  ceased, 
they -might  hear  a  stifled  sound,  as  of  steps  and  whis- 
pers of  persons  approaching  them.  The  song  wii 
a;7ain  raised,  but  tlie  tune  was  changed : 

'■  O  -leep  yo  Knund.  8ir  J.inie^.  i>hc  noid, 

When  yt!  «uld  riv  mid  ridi>? 
Tlic-rc's  rui.'iiiy  im-ii.  \ii'  liuw  .lud  blade, 

Anj  -fefkiiu'  wlnsre  jc  liiilt."' 

"  I  dare  Stay  no  longer,"  said  the  strancer;  "return 
home,  or  remain  till  they  com<:up— y<iu  have  nothing 
to  fear— but  do  not  tell  you  saw  me — your  sister's  fate 
is  in  your  hands."  So  saying,  he  turni'd  fr<»m  fn  r, 
and  with  a  swift,  vit  cautiously;  noisile'-s  step, 
plunged  into  the  darkness  on  the  side  mo«<t  n.mote 
from  the  sounds  which  they  hearrl  approach  mi;,  and 
was  soon  lost  to  h»'r  sitrhi.  Jeanie  remaimni  by  tiie 
cairn  terrificii  beyond  expression,  and  uncertain  wht'- 
iher  she  ought  to  fly  homeward  with  all  the  fp-.ed  -he 
conlil  e.Ktrt,  or  wait  the  apHfoach  of  th«se  mIio  were 
advancing  towanls  her.  This  im<:ert:iinty  d«  taintd 
bur  so  long,  that  siie  now  distinctly  saw  two  or  thrto 
figures  already  so  near  to  her.  that  a  precipitate  flight 
would  have  been  equally  fruitless  and  imiwliiic. 


CHAPTER    XVI.  [ 

J?li»»  JtH'nlij*  thinirs  in  d«mlit. 

Tlinr  ciiiTf  liiit  liHir  stnir:  lier  i.pc*prh  i«  nothint, 
Yot  the  nniliaiK'd  um'  of  it  dotli  niovr* 
Thf  litsiirerK  lo  cnJU-otinn  ;  ilicy  aim  at  it. 
And  buich  tlio  wurdii  up  tu  ill  lluiir  ow  u  thourhtx 
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Tjiire  the  d\-;Tess\vo  poo.t  Ariosto^  I  find  myself 
1  undd  ike  ueceaaix^  ol  coivQecv\iift\W\Rva!^bRA^\Tsc« 
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op  the  adfwtuwt  of  •iio(h«r  of  the 
winging  them  down  to  the  point  at 
Lve  left  those  of  Jeanie  Deans.    It  ia  not, 
k0  moat  artificial  way  of  telling  a  story,  but 
■dvanta^  of  sparing  the  necessity  of  re- 


■Mg  w^*t  a  knitter  (if  st04%ing-loom8  have. left 
mA  a  person  in  the  landV  might  call  our  **  chopped 
MMehea;**  m  labour  in  which  the  author  f^nerally 
Iritfooeh,  without  getting  credit  /or  his  pams. 

*1  oQukT  risk  a  sma*  wad,"  said  the  clerk  to  the 
ppenate.  **  that  ^is  rascal  Ratcliffe,  if  he  were 
mmei  of  ais  neck's  safety,  could  do  more  than  ony 
M  af  our  police-people  and  constables,  to  help  us 
i»Ret  oot  of  this  scrape  of  Porteous's.  He  is  weel 
•efoeot  wi'  a*  the  smugglers  thieves,  and  banditti 
iMut  Bdiaburgh ;  and,  Uideea,  he  may  be  called  the 
biher  oC  «*  the  misdoers  in  Scotland,  for  he  has 
psiaed  aiang  them  for  these  twenty  years  by  the 
BameefDaddleRat'* 

*'A  bonny  sort  of  a  scoundrel,"  replied  the  magis- 
tai^  **  to  ei|)eot  a  place  under  the  city !" 

"Beggiog  your  honour's  pardon,"  said  the  city's 
ffocwator-naeal,  upon  whom  the  duties  of  sap^rin- 
mimx.  of  police  devolved,  **  Mr.  Fairscrieve  is  per- 
fectly in  the  right.  It  is  just  sic  as  Ratclifle  that  the 
awB  needs  in  my  department :  an'  if  sae  be  that  he's 
^wnoaed  to  turn  his  knowledge  to  the  city  service, 
^  no  fini  a  better  man.— Yell  get  nae  samts  to  be 
■ewdwie  for  uncustomed  goods,  or  for  thieves  and 
■c  hke ; — and  your  decent  sort  of  men,  religious  pro- 
iMBQca,  and  broken  tradesmen,  that  are  put  into  the 
&e  o*  eio  trost,  can  do  nae  gude  ava.  They  are 
feued  for  this,  and  they  are  scrupulous  about  that, 
«ad  they  are  na  free  to  tell  a  lie,  though  it  maybe  for 
file  beiMfit  of  the  citv;  and  they  dinna  like  to  be  out 
u  ifragular  hours,  ana  m  a  dark  catdd  night,  and  they 
Ikt  a  elotit  ower  the  croun  far  waur ;  anasae  between 
^  fear  o*  Grod,  and  the  fear  o'  man,  and  the  fear  o^ 
trttiDg  a  eair  throat,  or  sair  banes,  there's  a  dozen 
r  oor  eitv-foUc,  baith  waiters,  and  officers,  and  con- 
lublea,  that  can  find  out  naething  but  a  wee  bit 
ifcaMuddery  for  the  benefit  of  the  Kirk -treasurer, 
lock  Porteous,  that's  stiff  and  stark,  puir  fallow,  was 
worth  a  doxen  o*  them ;  for  he  never  had  ony  rears, 
K  scruples,  or  doubts,  or  conscience,  about  ony  thing 
roir  honours  bade  him." 

'^He  was  a  gude  servant  o*  the  tawn,"  said  the 
Wia  ^though  he  was  an  ower  free-living  man. 
^  ii  you  reallsr  think  this  rascal  Ratcliffe  could  do 
m  OBV  aervioe  in  discovering  these  malefactors  I 
voald  insure  him  life,  reward,  and  promotion.  It's 
w.awsome  thing  this  mischanre  tor  the  city,  Mr. 
^urBcrieve.  It  will  be  very  ill  taen  wi'  abune  staira. 
(^neea  Caroline.  God  bless  her !  is  a  woman— at  least 
1  jodge  sae,  ana  it's  nae  treason  to  speak  my  mind 
i»e  far-and  ye  maybe  ken  as  weel  as  I  do,  for  ye  hae 
1  hoogekeeper,  though  ye  arena  a  married  man,  that 
voniea  are  wnfu*,  and  downa  bide  a  slight.  And  it 
^  toond  ill  in  her  ears,  that  sic  a  conf^ised  mistake 
sold  come  to  pass,  and  naebodv  sae  muckle  as  to  be 
put  into  the  Tolbooth  about  it." 
^"If  ye  thought  that,  air,"  said  the  procurator-fiscal, 
"  we  could  easily  clap  into  the  prison  a  few  blackguards 
<pon  suspicion.  It  will  have  a  gude  active  look,  and 
I  bae  aye  plentv  on  my  list,  that  wadna  be  a  hair  the 
'tar  of  a  wedt  or  twa's  imprisonment ;  and  if  yt 
tooQght  it  no  strictly  just,  ye  coald  be  just  the  easier 
*i'  them  the  neist  time  they  did  ony  thmg  to  deserve 
> ;  t^r  arena  thesort  to  be  lang  o'  seeing  ye  an  oppor- 
tanity  to  dear  scores  wi'  them  on  that  account" 

"I  doubt  that  will  hardly  do  in  this  case,  Mr.  Sharp- 
*Jiw,'*  r«tumed  the  town-clerk ;  "they'll  run  their let- 
tev  and  be  adriit  again,  before  ye  ken  where  ye  are." 
**!  will  speak  to  the  Lord  Provost,"  said  the  magis- 
oite,  **  about  Ratcliffe's  business.  Mr.  Sharpitlaw, 
Jp  will  go  with  me,  and  receive  instructions— some- 
■«ng  may  be  made  too  out  of  this  story  of  Butler's 
uxi  his  unknown  gentleman— I  know  no  business 
<or  nan  has  to  swagger  about  in  the  King's  Park, 
^  call  himself  the  devil,  to  the  terror  of  honest  folks, 
^  dinna  care  to  bear  mair  about  the  deyil  than  is 
*ud  from  the  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath.    I  cannot  think 

*>*4iterihk  "i^SiS.  KSSS!?"''  *»•*«*•*.  ip  "was  w«pao«a, 


thepreaclMr  IriroeeH  wad  he  headmg^  m<^,  though 
the  time  has  been,  they  hae  been  as  forward  in  « 
bruilcie  as  their  neighbours." 

**  But  these  times  are  lang  by,"  said  Mr.  Sharpit* 
law.  "  In  my  father's  time,  there  was  mair  se«rch 
for  sileoeed  ministers  about  the  Bow-head  and  the 
Covenan^close,  and  all  the  tents  of  Kedar,  as  they 
ca'd  the  dwellings  o*  the  godly  in  those  days,  than 
therers  now  for  thieves  and  va^ibonds  in  the  Laigh 
Galton.  and  the  back  o'  the  Canongate.  But  that 
time's  weel  by,  an  it  bide.  And  if  the  Bailie  will  set 
me  directions  and  authority  from  the  Provost,  I'H 
speak  wi'  Daddie  Rat  mysc^ :  for  I'm  thinking  I'U 
make  mair  out  o*  him  than  ye'U  do." 

Mr.  SharpitlaWf  being  neceeearily  a  man  of  high 
trusL  was  accordmgly  empowered,  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  to  make  audi  arrangements,  as  might  seem 
in  the  emergency  most  advantageous  for  the  Good 
Town.  He  went  to  the  jail  accordingly,  and  saw 
Ratcliffe  m  private. 

The  relative  positions  of  a  police-officer  and  a  pro- 
fessed thief  bear  a  different  compleKion,  according  to 
oircumstanoes.  The  most  obvious  eimife  of  a  hawk 
pouncing  upon  his  prey  is  often  least  applicable. 
Sometimes  the  guardian  of  Justice  has  the  air  of  a 
cat  watching  a  mouse,  and.  while  he  suspends  hi9 
purpose  of  springing  upon  the  pilferer,  takes  care  so 
to  calculate  his  motions  that  he  shall  not  get  beyond 
his  power.  Sometimes,  more  passive  still,  he  ussa 
the  art  of  fescination  ascribed  to  the  rattle-snake,  and 
contents  himself  with  fearing  on  the  victim^  through 
all  his  devious  fluttenngs;  certain  that  his  terror, 
confusion,  and  disorder  of  ideas,  vriU  bring  him  into 
his  Jaws  at  last.  The  interview  between  Ratcliffe 
and  Sharpitlaw  had  an  aspect  difierent  from  all  these. 
They  sa(e  for  five  minutes  silent,  on  opposite  sides  of 
a  small  table,  and  looked  fixedly  at  each  other,  with 
a  sharp,  knowing,  and  alert  cast  of  countenance,  not 
unminglea  with  an  indination  to  laugh,  and  resem- 
bled more  than  any  thing  dse,  two  dogs,  who,  pre* 
paring  for  a  i^ame  at  romps,  are  seen  to  couch  down, 
and  remain  in  that  posture  for  a  little  time,  watching 
each  other'a  movementa,  and  waiting  which  shaU 
begin  the  game. 

"  So.  Mr.  Ratcliffe,'*  said  the  officer,  conceiving  it 
suited  nis  digni^  to  speak  first,  "  you  give  up  busi- 
ness, I  find1«  ^^ 

"  Yes,  sir."  replied  Ratclifie ;  **  I  shall  be  on  that 
lay  nae  mair— and  I  think  that  will  save  your  folk 
some  trouble,  Mr.  Sharpitlaw?" 

**  Which  Jock  Dalgleish"  (then  finisher  of  the  law 
in  the  Scottish  metropolis)  **wad  aave  them  as  easily," 
returned  the  procurator-fiscal. 

**  Ay}  if  I  waited  in  the  Tolbooth  here  to  have  him 
fit  my  cravat— but  that'a  an  idle  way  o'  speaking, 
Mr.  Sharpitlaw." 

"Why,  I  suppose  yon  know  you  are  under  sentenoi 
of  death,  MnRatdiffeT'  replied  Mr.  Sharpitlaw. 

'*  Ay,  so  are  a',  as  that  worthy  minister  said  in  the 
Tolbooth  Kirk  the  day  Robertson  wan  off;  but  nae- 
body  kena  when  it  will  be  executed.  Gude  faith,  h# 
had  better  reason  to  say  sae  than  he  dreamed  of,  be 
fore  the  play  was  plaved  out  that  moniing( !" 

"This  Robertson,"  said  Sharpitlaw,  in  a  lower 
and  something  Kke  a  confidential  tone,  "d'ye  ken, 
Rat— that  is,  can  ye  gie  us  ony  inkling  where  he  is  to 
be  heard  tell  o'r 

"Troth,  ^r.  Sharpitlaw,  TU  be  frank  wf  ye; 
Robertson  is  rather  a  cut  abune  me— a  wild  deevilhe 
was,  and  mony  a  daft  prank  he  played ;  but  except 
the  Collector's  job  that  Wilson  lea  him  into,  and 
some  tuilzies  about  run  goods  wi'  the  gaugers  and 
the  waiters,  he  never  did  ony  thing  that  came  neat 
our  line  o'  business." 

'*  Umph !  that's  singuhu*,  considering  the  company 
he  kept*' 

"  Fact,  iipon  ray  honoui-  and  credit,"  said  Ratcliflle, 
gravely.  *'He  keepit  out  o'  our  little  bits  of  affairs, 
and  that's  mair  than  Wilson  did ;  I  hae  dune  buai" 
ness  wi'  Wilson  afore  now.  But  the  lad  will  come  on 
in  time ;  there's  nae  fear  o*  him ;  naebody  will  live  thd 
life  he  has  led,  but  what  he^ll  come  to  sooner  or  later/' 

"  Who  er  what  is  he,  Ratdifiel  you  know,  I  mm* 
pofel"  said  Shaxpitlaw. 
6* 
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"  HeTb  better  born,  I  judge,  than  he  cares  to  let  on  s 
he's  been  a  Holdier,  and  he  nas  been  a  play-actor,  and 
I  watna  what  he  has  been  or  hasna  been,  for  as 
young  ad  he  is,  sae  that  it  had  dalTing  and  nonsense 
about  it." 

"  Pretty  pranks  he  has  played  in  his  time,  1  sup- 
pose T' 

*'Ve  may  say  that,"  said  RatcUffe,  with  a  sar- 
donic smile;  "and,"  (touching  his  nose,)  "a  deevil 
tmang  the  lasses." 

"Like  enough,"  said  Sharpitlaw.  "Weel,  Rat- 
t!lff<.%  ril  no  stand  nifferinK  wi'  ye;  ye  ken  the  way 
•hat  favour's  gotten  in  my  office;  ye  maun  l)e  usefu'. 

"  Certiiinly,  sir,  to  the  best  of  my  power— naething 
for  naething— I  ken  the  rule  of  the  office,"  said  the 
ix-dcpredator. 

"^ow  the  principal  thing  in  hand  e'en  now," 
laid  the  official  person,  "is  this  job  of  Porteous's; 
an  ye  can  gie  us  a  lift— why,  the  mner  turnkey's  of- 
fice to  begin  wi',  and  the  captainship  in  time— ye  un- 
derstand my  meaning?" 

"  Ay.  troth  do  I,  sir;  a  wink's  as  gude  as  a  nod  to 
abhna  horse;  but  Jock  Porteous's  job— Lord  help 
'0 !— I  was  under  sentence  the  haill  time.  God !  but 
^  couhlna  help  laughing  when  I  heard  Jock  skirling 
for  mercy  in  the  lads's  hands !  Mony  a  bet  skin  ye 
hae  gien  me,  neighbour,  thought  I,  tak  ye  whars 

§aun :   time  about's  fair  play;  ye'Il  ken  now  what 
anging's  gude  for." 

"Come,  come,  this  is  all  nonsense,  Rat,"  said  the 
procurator.  "  \  e  canna  creep  out  at  that  hole,  lad ; 
you  must  speak  to  the  point,  you  understand  me,  if 
you  want  favour ;  gif-gat  makes  gude  friends,  ye  ken." 

"  But  how  can  I  speak  to  the  point,  as  vour  honour 
ca's  it,"  said  Ratclitfe,  demua'ly,  and  witli  an  air  of 
great  simplicity,  "  when  ye  ken  I  was  under  sentence, 
and  in  the  strong-room  a  the  while  the  job  was^oing 
on?" 

"  And  how  can  we  turn  ye  loose  on  the  public  again, 
Daddie  Rat,  unless  ye  do  or  say  something  to  deserve 
it?' 

"Well,  then,  d— n  it!'*  answered  the  criminal, 
"since  it  maun  be  sae,  I  saw  Greordie  Robertson 
among  the  boys  that  brake  the  jail ;  I  suppose  that 
will  do  me  some  gudeT' 

"  Tbat's  speaking  to  the  purpose,  indeed,"  said  the 
offico-br'ar»;r ;  "  and  now.  Rat,  where  think  ye  we'll 
find  him  ?" 

,  "Deil  liaet  o'  me  kens,"  said  Ratclifle:  "he'll  no 
likelv  gang  back  to  ony  o'  his  auld  howils;  he'll  be 
ofT  the  country  by  this  time.  He  has  gude  friends 
some  gate  or  other,  for  a'  the  life  he's  led ;  he's  been 
we*?I  educate." 

"He'll  grace  the  gallows  the  better,"  said  Mr. 
Sharpitlaw;  "n  desperate  dog,  to  murder  an  officer 
of  the  citv  for  doing  his  duty !  >Vha  kens  wha's  turn 
it  mii:ht  be  next  ?— But  you  saw  him  plainly  T* 

"  As  plainly  as  I  see  you." 

"  How  wus  he  dressed  V  saj^  Sharpitlaw. 

"  I  coaldna  woel  see;  sometning  of  a  woman's  bit 
mutch  on  bis  head;  but  ve  never  saw  sic  a  ca'throw. 
Aiic  couMna  hae  eon  to  a  thing." 

*'  Iiut  did  he  speak  to  no  oneT'  said  Sharpitlaw. 

"  Tliey  were  a'  speaking  and  gabbling  through 
other,"  said  Ratclifle,  who  was  obviously  unwilling 
to  carry  his  evidence  further  than  he  coiud  possibly 
help. 

"This  will  not  do,  RatcliflTe,"  said  ihe  procurator; 
•* you  must  speak  out — out — out"  tapping  the  table 
emphatically,  as  he  repeated  that  impressive  mono- 

"It's  very  hard,  sir,"  said  the  prisoner;  "and  but 
lur  the  inider-iumkey's  place" 

"  And  thereversionof  the  captaincy— the  captaincy 
of  the  TolbootU  man— that  is,  in  case  of  gudo  be- 
haviour." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  Ratcliffe,  "gude behaviour !—  there's 
the  det'vil.  And  then  it's  waiting  for  dead  folk's 
•boon  into  the  bargain." 

"But  Robertson's  head   will  weigh  something," 

•aid  Sharpitlaw:  "something  gay  and  heavy,  Rat; 

tAe tofvu  maim  fhow cause—thata  right  and  reason 

'-mad  jhcn  yu'll hae  iTe%, ^omto  enjoy  your  gear  ho- 


"  I  dinna  ken,"  said  Ratdiffe;  "  it's  a  queer  way  if 
beginning  the  trade  of  honesty— but  deil  ma  cortb 
Weel,  then,  I  heard  and  saw  him  speak  to  the  wencA 
Effie  Deans,  that's  up  there  for  child-murder." 

"  The  deil  ye  did '}  Rat,  this  is  Hnding  a  mare'i 
nest  wi'  a  witness.— And  the  man  that  spoke  to  But- 
ler in  the  Park,  and  that  was  to  meet  wi'  Jeanja 
Deans  at  Muschat's  Cairn— whew  I  lay  that  and  that 
theuither!  As  suve  as  I  live  he's  been  tlio  father  of 
the  lassie's  wean." 

"There  hae  been  waur  guesses  than  that,  I'm 
thinking,"  obscr>'ed  Ratcline,  turning  his  quid  oC 
tobacco  in  his  cheek,  and  squirting  out  the  juice. 
"I  heard  something  a  while  syne  about  his  drawini; 
up  wi'  a  bonny  quian  alxiut  the  Pleasaunt<s  and  thatit 
was  a'  Wilson  could  do  to  keep  him  free  marrying  her." 

Here  a  citv  officer  entered,  and  told  Sharpitlaw 
that  they  had  the  woman  in  custody  whom  ne  had 
directed  tluni  to  bring  before  him. 

"It's  liitle  matter  now,"  said  he,  "the  thing  ia 
taking  another  turn ;  however,  George,  ye  may  bring 
her  in." 

The  officer  retired,  and  introduced,  upon  his  return, 
a  tall,  strapping  wench  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  dressed 
fantastically,  m  a  tmyrt  of  blue  riding-jacket,  with 
tarnished  lace^  her  hair  clubbed  like  that  of  a  man,  a 
Hif^hlaiid  buimet,  and  a  bunch  of  broken  feathers,  a 
riding-skirt  (or  petticoat)  of  scarlet  camlet,  embroi- 
dered with  tarnished  flowers.  Her  features  wen 
coarse  and  masculine,  yet  at  a  little  distbnce,  by  dint 
of  very  bright  wild-looking  black  eyes,  an  aquiline 
nose,  and  a  commanding  profile,  appeared  rather 
handsome.  She  flourished  the  switch  she  held  ia 
her  hand,  dropi)ed  a  curtsy  as  low  as  a  laily  at  a  birth- 
night  intro<luction,  recovered  herself  seemingly  ac- 
cording to  Touchstone's  directions  to  Audrey,  arid 
opened  the  conversation  without  waiting  till  any 
questions  were  asked. 

"  God  gie  your  honour  gude  e'en,  and  mony  o'  them^ 
bonny  Mr.  Sharpitlaw !— Gude  e'en  to  ye,  Daddie 
Ratton— they  tauld  me  ye  were  hanged,  man  !  or  did 
ve  get  out  o'  John  Dalgleish's  hands  like  half-hangit 
Maggie  Dickson  ?" 

"  Whisht,  ye  daft  jaud,"  said  Ratcliffe,  "  and  hear 
what's  said  to  ve." 

"  Wi'  a'  my  heart,  Ratton.  Great  preferment  for 
poor  Madge  to  be  brought  up  the  street  wi'  a  grand 
man.  wi'  a  coat  a'  passemented  wi'  worsotlace,  to 
speak  wi'  provosts,  and  bailies,  and  town-clerk% 
and  prokitors,  at  this  time  o'  day— and  the  haill  town 
looking  at  me  too— This  is  honour  on  earth  foranes!" 

"  Ay.  Madge."  said  Mr.  Sharpitlaw,  in  a  coaxing 
tone;  and  ye  re  dressed  out  in  your  braws,  I  see; 
these  are  not  your  every-duys'  claiths  ye  have  on." 
_  "  Deil  be  in  my  fingers,  then !"  said  Madge—"  Eh, 
sirs!"  (observing  Butler  come  into  the  apartment,) 
"  there's  a  minister  in  the  Tolbooth— wha  will  ca'  it 
a  graceless  place  now  l—I'sc  warrant  he's  in  for  the 
gude  auld  cause-^but  it's  t>e  nae  cause  o'  mine,"  aud 
off  she  went  into  a  song— 

"  Hey  for  cAvaliera,  ho  for  eavalier«» 

Dub  a  dub.  dub  a  dub  ; 

Have  at  old  Itevl/cbub,— 
Oliver'*  afineaking  for  f<iar.** 

"  Did  you  ever  see  that  mad  woman  before?"  auii 
Sharpitlaw  to  Butler. 

"  Not  to  my  knowledge,  sir."  replied  Butki 

"I  thought  as  much,"  said  the  procurator-fiscal, 
looking  towards  Ratchfle,  who  answered  his  glance 
with  a  nod  of  acauiescence  and  intelligence. 

"  But  that  is  Madge  Wildfire,  as  she  calls  herself;*' 
said  the  man  of  law  to  Butler. 

"  Ay,  that  I  am,"  said  Madge,  "  and  that  1  hava 
been  ever  since  I  was  something  bettei^Heigh  ho" 
—(and  something  like  melancholy  dwelt  on  her  fea- 
tures for  a  minute)—"  But  I  canna  mmd  when  that 
was— it  was  lang  syne,  at  ony  rate,  and  I'll  ne'er  faah 
my  thumb  about  it.— 

"  I  glance  like  the  wildfire  thnmeh  eountrr  and  towat 
I'm  fecn  on  the  cauitcway— I'm  wen  on  the  down ; 
Tlie  liifhtninir  that  flaMlinn  bo  briirht  and  to  five, 
I«  scarcely  »o  blithe  or  lo  bonny  at  me." 

"Hand  yout  tongue,  ye  skirling  linimer !"  feaid  tM 
,  ofEiceT,  vUo  Viad  acted  aa  maaux  qI  >^  «a«iBoaie%  «a 


OmM9.X7U. 


THB  HEABT  OF  IHD-LOTHIAN. 


^ 


ihif  eitnordinarjr  perfonner.  and  who  was  rather 
•caodalijed  at  the  freedom  of  h^  demeanour  before 
a  fMraoi  of  Mr.  Sharpitlaw'a  importance—"  baud 
four  loogiie,  or  I'ae  gie  ye  something  to  akirl  for !" 
."Let  ber  alone,  George,''  said  Sharpitlaw,  "  dinna 
b^  out  o'  tune ;  I  hae  some  questions  to  ask  her- 
first,  llr.  Batler,  take  another  look  of  her." 
Do  sae,  minister— do  sae,"  cried  Madge ;  "  I  am 
at  weel  worth  looking  at  as  ony  book  in  your  aught. 
—And  I  can  say  the  single  carritch,  and  the  double 
carhtch,  and  justification,  and  effectual  calling,  and 
Ike  assembly  €ft  divines  at  Westminster,  that  is," 
Mm MUed  in  a  low  tone,)  "I  could  say  tbem  anes— 
batiA  lang  syne— and  ane  forgets,  ye  ken."  And 
poor  Madge  heaved  another  deep  sigh.      ,      ,,    . 

*"  Weel,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Sharpittaw  to  Butler,  **  what 
think  ye  now  Y* 

"^  As  I  did  before,"  said  Butler ;  "  that  I  never  saw 
Ifae  poor  deroenled  creature  in.  my  life  before." 

"  Then  she  is  not  the  person  whomyou  said  the 
tbten  last  night  described  as  Madge  Wildfire  7" 

"  Certainly  not,"  said  Butler.  "  Thev  may  be  near 
tk  same  tMight,  for  they  are  both  toll,  out  I  see  little 
ctber  resemiNance." 

,  **Thar  dress,  then,  is  not  alike  1"  said  Sharpitlaw. 
"Not  in  the  least,"  said  Butler. 
**  Madge,  my  bonny  woman,"  said  Shaipitlaw,  in 
Ike  tame  coaxing  manner,  "  what  did  ye  do  wi'  your 
tOu-day's  daise  yesterday')" 
"I  dinna  nund,"  said  Madge. 
"Where  was  ye  yesterday  at  o'en,  Madge T' 
"I  dinna  mmd  ony  thing  about  yesterday,"  an- 
•waul  Madge;  "ae  day  is  enough  for  ony  body  to 
«UQ  ower  wi^at  a  time,  and  ower  nmckle  sometimes." 
"But  maybe,  Madge,  ye  wad  mind  something 
iboat  it,  if  I  was  to  gia  ye  this  half-crown  1"  said 
Sbtrpitlaw,  taking  out  the  piece  of  money. 

"That  might  gar  me  laugh,  but  it  eonldna  gar  me 
mind." 

"  But,  Madge,"  continued  Sharpitlaw,  "  were  I  to 
sad  you  to  the  wark-house  in  Leith  Wynd,  and  gar 

ioek  Dalgleish  lay  the  tawse  on  your  back" 

"That  wad  gar  me  greet."  said  Madge,  sobbmg, 
hot  it  couldna  gar  me  mind,  ye  ken." 
."She  is  ower  far  past  reasonable  folk's  motives, 
■r,"  said  Ratcliffe,  *'  to  mind  siller,  or  John  Dalgleisli. 
«r  tbe  cat  and  nine  tails  either ;  hut  I  think  loould 
pr  her  tell  us  something." 

•'Try  her  then,  Ratcliffe,"  said  Sharpitlaw,  "for 
1  im  ured  of  her  crazy  Mte,  and  be  d — -d  to  her." 
"Madge,"  said  Ratcliflte,  '*  hae  ye  ony  joes  nowl" 
'An  ony  body  ask  ye,  say  ye  dinna  koi.- Set  him 
to  be  speaking  «m  my  joe«,  aiud  Daddie  Eatton  1" 
''I  dare  say,  ye  hae  deil  anel" 
See  if  I  haena  then,"  said  Madge,  with  the  toss 
«  the  head  of  afironted  beauty—"  there's  Rob  the 
Ranter,  and  Will  Fieminfi^  and  then  there's  Oeordie 
Robertson,   lad— that's  Gentleman   Geordio— what 
•inkyeo'thatr' 

natdifie  laughed,  and,  winking  to  the  procurator- 
WW,  pursued  the  inquiry  in  his  own  way.  "  But, 
{(•dge,  the  lad^only  like  ye  when  ye  hae  on  your 
wiwt— ihey  wadna  touch  you  wi'  a  pair  o'  tangs 
when  Tim  up  m  your  auld  ilka-day  rags." 

le're  a  feeing  auld  sorrow  then,"  replied  the  fair 
^*i  "for  Oentte  Geordie  Robertson  put  my  ilka- 
urtclaise  on  his  ain  bonny  sell  yestreen,  and  gaed 
•  through  the  town  wi'  them ;  and  gawsie  and 
Pvid  he  lookit,  like  ony  queen  in  the  land." 

I  dinna  believe  a  word  o't,"  said  Ratclifie,  with 
mother  wink  to  the  procurator.  "  Thae  duds  were 
»  0  the  colour  o'  moonshine  in  the  water,  I'm 
!^uig,  Madge— The  gown  wad  be  a  sky-blue  scar- 
^fsewwrantyer' 

It  was  nae  sic  thing,"  said  Madge,  whose  unre- 
JJQtife  memory  let  out,  in  the  eagerness  of  contra- 
*^<^ni  all  that  the  would  have  most  wished  to  keep 
**Of*aled,  had  her  judgment  been  equal  to  her  incli- 
nktuiL  **It  was  neither  scarlet  nor  sky-blue,  but 
^ain  auld  brown  threshie-coat,of  a  snort  gown, 
25  ?y  mother's  auld  mutch,  and'  my  red  rokelay— 
JP^he  Rted  me  a  croun  and  a  kiss  for  the  use  o' 
2^  blessmg  on  his  bonny  face-though  it's  been  a 
■WI  toe  to  me," 


"And  where  did  ho  efaaage  his  clothes  again, 
hinnie !"  said  Shaipitlaw,  in  nis  most  conciliatory 
manner. 

"  The  procurator's  spoiled  a',"  observed  Ratclifia^ 
dryly. 

And  it  was  even  so;  for  the  questioii.  nut  m  so 
direct  a  shape,  immediately  awakened  Madge  to  the 
propriety  of  being  reserved  upon  those  very  topics  on 
which  Ratclifie  had  indirectly  seduced  her  to  become 
communicative. 

"What  was't  ye  were  q>eering  at  us,  sirf  she 
resumed,  with  an  appearance  of  stolidity  so  speedily 
assumed^  as  showed  there  was  a  good  deal  of  knavery 
mixed  with  her  folly. 

"  I  asked  you,"  said  the  procurator, "  at  what  hour, 
and  to  what  place,  Robertson  brought  back  your 
clothes." 

"Robertson!— Lord  baud  a  care  o'  us!  what 
Robertson?"  fk 

"Why,  the  fellow^e  were  speaking  oi;  Gentle 
Greordie,  as  you  call  him." 

"  Geordie  Gentle !"  answered  Madge,  with  wdl- 
fdgned  amazement—"  I  dinna  ken  naebody  they  ca' 
Geordie  Gentle." 

"  Come,  my  jo,"  said  Sharpitlaw,  "this  will  not 
do ;  you  must  tell  us  what  you  did  with  these  clothes 
ofyours."  "      • 

Madge  WHdfire  made  no  answer,  unless  the  qoes> 
tion  may  seem  connected  with  the  snatch  of  a  song 
with  which  she  indulged  the  embarrassed  investi- 
gator ^— 

"  What  did  ye  wi*  the  bridal  rinff— bridal  rinf— bridal  riocl 
What  did  j9  vri*  roar  waddinf  rinc,  re  little  eattr  quean,  0 1 
I  gied  it  till  a  codger,  a  fodmr,  a  MKlfer, 
I  gied  it  till  a  fodfer,  an  auld  true  love  o'  mine,  O." 

Of  all  the  madwomen  who  have  sung  and  said,  sines 
the  days  of  Hamlet  the  Dane,  if  Ophelia  be  the  most 
affecting,  Madge  Wildfire  was  the  most  provoking. 

The  procurator-fiscal  was  in  despair.  "  I'll  take 
some  measures  with  this  d— d  Bess  of  Bedlam^"  said 
bet,  "  that  shall  make  her  find  her  tongue." 

V  Wi'  your  favour,  sir  "  said  Ratchfie,  "  better  let 
her  mind  settle  a  Uttle— Ye  have  aye  made  out  some- 
thing." 

"  True,"  said  the  oflBcial  person ;  "  a  brown  short- 

•wn^  mutch,  red  rokelay— that  agrees  with  your 
_  _adge  Wildfire,  Mr.  Butler  1"  Butler  agreed  that  it 
did  so.  "  Yes,  there  was  a  sufficient  motive  for  tak- 
ing this  crazy  creature's  dress  and  name,  while  hs 
was  about  such  a  job." 

"  And  I  am  free  to  say  now"  said  Ratclifib  — ^— 

"  When  you  see  it  has  come  out  without  yon,"  in- 
terrupted Sharpitlaw. 

"  Just  sae,  sir,"  reiterated  Ratcliffe.  "  I  am  free  to 
say  now,  since  it's  come  out  otherwise,  that  these 
were  the  clothes  I  saw  Robertson  wearing  last  night 
in  the  jail,  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  rioters/' 

"  That's  direct  evidence,"  said  Sharpidaw ;  "  stick 
to  that.  Rat— I  will  report  favourably  of  yon  to  the 
provosL  for  I  have  business  for  you  to-night  It 
wears  late;  I  must  home  and  get  a  snack,  and  I'll 
be  back  in  the  evening.  Keep  Madge  with  you.  Rat- 
cUflfe,  and  try  t^set  her  into  a  good  tune  again."  So 
sayin&  he  left  lM  prison. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

And  foiDB  thef  whittled— and  eoaie  they  nnf , 

And  eome  did  loodljr  say, 
Whenever  Lord  Bamard'i  horn  it  blew, 

"  Away,  Muigrave,  away  i" 

Whxn  the  man  of  office  returned  to  the  Heart  of 
Mid-Lothian,  he  resumed  his  conference  with  Rat- 
cliffe, of  whose  experience  and  assistance  be  now 
held  himself  secure.  "  You  must  speak  with  this 
wench,  Rat— this  Effie  Deans— you  must  sift  her  a 
wee  bit ;  for  as  snre  as  a  tether  she  will  ken  Robert- 
son's haunts— till  her.  Rat— till  her,  without  delay." 

"  Gravmg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Sharpitlaw,"  said  tit 
turnkey  elect  "  that's  whajt  I  am  not  free  to  do.- 

"  Free  to  do,,man1  what  the  deil  ails  ye  now7— 1 
thought  we  had  setded  a'  that" 

"  f  dinpa  ken,  sii^"  said  Rttdifie ;  "  I  hae  soollsA 
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to  this  Effie—slie'i?  etrancp  to  this  place  and  to  its 
ways,  Mid  to  a'  our  ways,  Mr.  Sliarpitiaw ;  and  she 
grf«=ls.  tli(?  silly  tawi>ic-,  and  slu-'d  hrrakini;  her  heart 
aln.-a:ly  aljout  thi<j  wild  chifld;  and  were  shf  the 
m^^aiis  I)'  lakiiic;  liiiii,  ^he  wad  brrak  it  oiiiriphf." 

"  Slu!  wunna  iiae  time,  lad,"  paid  Sliarpiilaw; 
*  thi'.  woadir  will  hae  its  ain  o'  her  before  thai— a 
m'oi nan's  heart  takei*  a  lani?  time  o'  hreaking." 

'*  Tiiai's  accord in£^  to  the  Btiiff  they  are  made  o', 
sir,"  npli«'d  Kaielille— "  lint  lo  make  a  lang  tal« 
short,  1  canna  undertake  the  job.  It  gangs  a;;aindt 
my  conrfci'.ncc/' 

'"  Your  conscience.  Rat?"  said  Sharpitlaw,  wiih 
a  Bni.-iT.  whicl)  iht^  n-ailor  will  probably  think  verj' 
Baliiral  upon  the  occasion. 

"  Uu  ay,  sir,"  answered  Ratcliffc,  calmly,  "justwiy 
coris'i'jiico {  a"lM)(iy  has  a  con.«cii'nce,  thoui;h  it  may 
be  ill  ^^l^^nn  nr  if.  I  think  mine's  as  wM  out  o'  the 
gate  as  miiir-i  fulk's-'  are ;  and  #t  it's  iu.«t  like  the  noop 
of  my  rlliow,  it  whiirs  aet*  a  oit  dirf  on  a  corner." 

"  VVf.l.  Rat,"  rt-plitJ  Sliarpiilaw,  "bince  yc  are 
nice,  I'll  speak  to  the  hn?sy  mysell." 

Shan)itlaw,  accordingly,  caused  himself  to  be  in- 
troduofl  into  the  liltle  dark  apartment  tcnantL-d  by 
the  ucifortunatu  I',ifie  Deans.  Tne  poor  pirl  was  Foal- 
ed on  htr  little  flock-bed,  plunped  in  a  "deep  reverie. 
Some  f«^od  stood  on  the  table,  of  a  f^uality  belter  than 
is  usually  supplied  to  prisoners,  but  it  was  untouched. 
The  p^.rstm  under  whose  care  she  was  more  particu- 
larly placed  said,  "that  sometimes  she  tasterl  nae- 
thini;  froni  the  tae  end  of  the  four-and- twenty  hours 
to  the  t'other,  exct.-pt  a  drink  of  water." 

Sharpitlaw  took  a  chair,  and,  commandini?  the 
turnk*  y  to  n.-iire,  he  opened  the  conversation,  endea- 
vonriuij:  to  throw  into  his  tone  and  countenance  as 
much  commiseration  as  they  were  capable  of  ex- 
pressing, for  the  one  was  sharp  and  har^h,  the  other 
sly,  acute,  and  selli:iih. 

•'How's  a'  wi'  ye,  Effic?— How  d'ye  find  yourscU, 
hinny  T' 

A  detp  si:rh  was  the  only  answer. 

"Are  the  folk  civil  to  yc,  Efiie7— it's  my  duty  to 
inquire.'' 

Very  civil,  sir,"  said  Eflie,  compelling  herself  to 
answi T.  yet  hardly  knowing  what  she  said. 

"Ami  your  victuals,"  continued  Sharpitlaw,  in  the 
same  condoling  tone— "do  you  «et  what  you  like?— 
or  i.s  there  ony  thing  you  would  particularly  fancy, 
as  yoi'.r  hfalih  »»(x.'ni9  but  Filly  ?'' 

"  It's  a'  very  vvei.1,  sir,  I  thank  ye,"  said  the  poor 
prisiirirr,  in  a  tone  Ijow  dilFeront  from  the  sportive 
vivacity  of  those  of  the  Lily  of  St.  Leonard's !— "  it's 
a'  very  ;.rude— owjt  pide  for  inc." 

"He  must  have  been  a  preat  villain,  Effic,  who 
brought  you  to  this  pass,"  said  Shari>itlaw. 

The  remark  was  dictated  prtrtly  by  a  natural  f(?el- 
ing,  of  which  even  he  could  notdiyei>t  himself,  though 
accustomed  to  practice  on  the  passions  of  others,  and 
keen  a  iiiorft  hf.vdful  guard  over  his  own,  and  partly 
by  uis  wish  to  introduce  the  sort  of  conversation 
vhich  iiiiyht  best  serve  his  i mm wliate  purpose.  In- 
deed, upon  the  present  occasiim,  these  mixed  motives 
of  UifAiii'^  and  cunning  harmoniiedjog^ther  wonder- 
fully; f<'r.  said  Sliarpiilaw  to  hiiAelf,  the  greater 
p(.>i.'m;  Ro:trris(»n  is.  the  more  will  bo  tin-  merit  of 
briucriui;  hitii  to  justic<'.  "Henniat  haveU-'n  airreat 
villain,  indi'd."  he  a^jqin  reiterated;  "and  I  wish  I 
had  till'  t-kt  ipiuq  o'  him." 

"1  luny  bljiiuo  mvstll  mair  than  him,"  said  EfTie: 
•*I  wrii  lir«il  up  to  ken  belter;  but  he,  poor  fellow," 

' (<ili'  etcppi-d.) 

"  WaM  a  fh.imuKh  blackguard  a'  his  life,  I  dare 
■ay,"  k'niii  Sliarpiilaw.  "A  stranger  he  was  in  this 
country,  and  a  companion  of  that  lawless  vagabond, 
Wilson,  I  think,  Eflie?" 

"it  wad  hae.  hem  dearly  telling  him  that  he  had 
Hffer  fwn  Wilson's  face." 

"  That's  very  tnie  that  yon  are  saying,  Effie,"  said 

Sharpitlaw.    *'  Where  was't  that  Robertson  and  you 

were  u-iiil  to  howtr  ihe^'ither  ?    Soniegato  about  the 

Lai;;h  Chilton,  I  am  thinking." 

T//^  annpitianthii'ipmtedsir]  had  fluis  far  followed 

^^linrptiJnwH  Jcnil,  bernufifi  he  had  artfully  ad- 

JUKimsJus  idfscrvauowi to  thBthoughtM  he  wasprt'ttv 


certain  mast  be  passing  through  her  own  mind,  to 
that  her  answers  became  a  kind  of  thinking  aloud,  a 
mtA)d  into  which  those  who  are  either  constitution* 
ally  absent  in  mind,  or  are  rendered  so  by  the  ti  nipo- 
rarv  pressure  of  misfortune,  may  be  easily  k-d  by  a 
skilful  train  of  suggestions.  But  the  last  observation 
of  the  procurator- fiscal  was  too  much  of  the  nature ol 
a  direct  interrogatory,  and  it  broke  the  charm  acct>rd- 
ingly. 

**  What  was  it  that  I  was  saying?"  said  Elf.p,  start- 
ing up  from  her  reclining  posture,  seating  hersf^lf  up* 
right,  and  hastily  shading  her  dishevi'lkd  hair  back 
from  her  wasted,  hut  still  beauliful  countenance.  Sha 
fixed  her  eyes  boldly  and  keenly  upon  Sharfjiflaw;— 
"You  arc  too  much  of  a  gentleman,  sir,— t<w>  much 
of  an  honest  man.  to  lakf;  any  notice  of  what  a  poor 
creature  like  nie  says,  that  can  hardly  ca'  my  scnsei 
my  ain— fiod  help  tiiel*' 

Advanfai:*"!— I  would  be  of  some  advantage  to 
you  if  I  coul<I,"  said  Sharpitlaw,  in  a  soot  In  ne  tone; 
"  and  I  ken  naetliKig  sae  likf  ly  to  serve  ye,  Elfie,  M 
grippmg  this  rascal,  Kohertson." 

"O  dinna  misca'  him,  sir,  that  never  miscn'd  you! 
—Robertson  ?— I  am  r^uro  I  had  nacthing  to'  say 
against  ony  man  o'  the  name,  and  naeihing  will  I 
say." 

But  if  yon  do  not  heed  your  own  misfortune  Ef- 
fie, you  should  mind  what  distress  he  has  brought  oi 
your  family,"  saiil  the  man  of  law. 


poor  1 
of  a'! 

touch  of  compassion— for  a'  the  folk  I  see  here  are  at 
hard  as  the  wa'-stanes— If  ye  wad  but  bid  them  let 
my  sister  Jeanie  in  the  next  time  she  ca's !  for  when 
I  near  them  put  her  awa  frae  the  door,  ami  canna 
climb  up  to  that  hiuh  wmdow  to  see  sae  mucklcai 
her  gown-tail,  it's  like  to  pit  me  out  o'  myjudgminu" 
And  she  looked  on  him  with  a  face  of  en  treaty  so 
earnest,  yet  so  humble,  that  she  fairly  shook  the  stead- 
fast purpos*?  of  his  mind. 

"  Vou  shall  see  yrmr  sister."  he  l>cgan,  "  if  yoii'W 
tell  me."— then  interrupting  himself,  he  addii^l,  ma 
more  hurrii-d  tone,— "no,  d— n  it,  you  shall  Ftc  your 
sister  whether  you  tell  me  any  thing  or  no."  So  say- 
ing, he  rose  up  and  left  the  apartment. 

When  he  had  rejoine*!  Ratcliffe,  he  obser\'ed,  "Yw 
are  right,  Rat  ton  ;  thrre's  no  making  much  of  that 
lassie.  Rut  ae  thing  1  have  ch  arwi— that  is.  thai  Ro- 
bertson has  been  the  father  of  the  bann,  and  so  I  will 
wager  a  boddle  it  will  be  he  that's  to  meei  wi'  Jeani« 
Deans  this  night  at  Muschat's  (.'aim,  and  there  we'll 
nail  him.  Rat,  or  my  name  is  not  Gideon  Sharpit* 
law." 

"  But,"  said  RatclifTe,  perhaps  because  he  was  in 
no  hurry  to  see  any  thing  which  was  like  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  disTOvery  and  apprehension  of  Ro- 
bertson, "an  that  were  the  ease.  Mr.  BwtUj  wad  hat 
kcnd  the  man  in  the  King's  Park  to  Ik;  the  same  per- 
son wi'  him  in  Madge  Wildfire's  claise,  that  headed 
the  mob.'* 

"  That  makes  nao  diffi-rence,  man,"  replied  Sharp* 
itlaw  -"  the  dress,  the  light,  the  confusion,  and  may- 
be a  touch  o'  a  blackitcork,  or  a  slake  o'  paint— bout, 
Ration,  I  have  seen  ye  dress  your  ainsill.  that  the 
deevil  ve  lielang  to  durstna  hae  made  oath  t'ye." 

"And  that's  tnie,  too,"  said  Ratcliffl'. 

"And  besides,  ye  donnard  carle,"  contined  Sham- 
itlaw.  triumphantly,  "  the  minister  did  say,  that  na 
thought  he  knew  something  of  the  featun«  of  the 
birkie  that  spoke  to  him  in  the  Park,  though  he  could 
not  charge  his  memory  where  or  when  he  had  seen 
them." 

'•  It's  evident,  then,  your  honour  will  be  right"  said 
Ratclifi'e. 

"  Then,  Rat,  you  and  I  will  go  with  the  party  omr- 
sells  this  night,  and  see  him  in  grips,  or  we  arc  dona 
wi'  him." 

"  I  set.na  mucklc  use  I  can  be  o'  to  your  honour," 
said  Ratclifi'e.  reluctantly. 

"Use?''  answered  Sharpitlaw— "You  can  guida 
the  party— vou  ken  the  ground.  Besides,  I  do  not 
intend  tu  c\vut  si^^Vxi  o'  ^ou^  wv  good  firieod,  till  I  hav* 
him  in  hand.** 


XVUJ 


Tm  HBAiT  OF  mf>^iamu^. 


""IM  «;'*  Mud  Bataliflk  bat  m  na  J9gfftt>  tone  oC 
tLiJwwnrr.  **  Ye  maun  bae  it  your  am  way— but 
taaii^  a  de^ierate  man." 

nft  Aall  bave  that  with  us,'*  answered  Shaipit- 
faK 'ihat  will  settle  himj  if  it  is  necessary." 

'Msr,"  answeredTRatdifie,  **I  am  sure  I  couldna 
■drake  to  guide  you  to  Muackat'sCairn  in  tbenijght- 
im;  I  ken  the  place,  as  moov  does,  in  fiair  daylight, 
ta&sv  to  find  it  bj  moonsaine,  amaag  sae  meny 

Stud  Btane^  as  uke  to  each  other  as  the  coIUcnt 
deil,  is  mair  than  I  can  telL  I  might  aa  soon 
ai  nooQshine  in  water." 

'What's  the  meaning  o*  .this,  Ratclifiel"  said 
Avpitiaw,  while  he  fixed  bis  eye  on  the  recusant, 
1^  a  lata]  ana  ominous  expression,—"  Have  you 
fah>tieQ  that  you  are  still  under  sentence  of  death  V 

^'o,  sir,"  said  Ratclifie,  "  tbat^s  a  thing  no  easily 
p  oQi  o'  memoirY ;  and  if  my  presence  oe  judged 
Kfeaary,  nae  doubt  I  maun  gang  wi' your  honour. 
lit  I  vas  Rami  to  tell  your  honour  oi  ane  that  has 
aiirskeel  o  the  gate  thaq  me.  and  that's  e'en  Madge 

"Tae  devil  she  has !— Do  you  think  me  as  mad  as 
its,  to  trust  to  hfer  guidance  on  such  an.  occasion  V* 

"Tour  honour  is  the  best  judge,"  answered  Rat- 
lb;  "but  I  ken  I  can  keep  her  in  tune,  and  garr 
k  huid  the  straight  path— she  aften  sleeps  out,  or 
ntblea  about  amang  thae  hills  the  haili  simmer 
ttkuhe  daft  Kmmer." 
Well  Ratdiffe,"  rg)lied  the  procurator-fiscal,  "  if 

a  think  riie  can  guide  us  the  right  way— but  take 
to  what  you  are  about— your  liie  depends  on 
pB  behaviour." 

*Ii3  a  sair  judgment 'on  a  man,"  said  Ratdifie, 
\htsi  he  haa  ance  sang  sae  far  wrang  aa  I  hae 
l^that  deil  a  bit  he  can  be  honest,  tiy't  whUk 


l^ti 

iMbe 


llvlKWiU.' 

I  s«h  was  the  reflection  of  Ratclifie,  when  he  was 
hfi  k  a  few  minutew  to  himself^  whue  the  retainer 
,  imce  went  to  procure  a  proper  warrant,  and  give 
k  necessary  directions. 

The  rising  moon  saw  the  whole  party  fi-ee  fron\  the 
nlisof  the  dty.  and  entering  upon  the  open  ground. 
Mur*s  Seat,  uke  a  couchant  lion  of  immense  size— 
Si!i«bQry  Crayza,  like  a  huge  belt  or  girdle  of  granite, 
Yde  Jimly  visible.  Holding  their  path  along  the  south- 
'  c  ^tde  of  the  Canongate,  they  gained  the  Abbey  of 
^^oodhoose^  and  from  thence  found  their  way  by 
^  and  stile  mto  the  King's  Park.  ^  They  were  at 
^' four  in  qumber— an  officer  of  justice  and  Sharp- 
^T,who  were  well  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlass- 
's; Ratdifie,  who  was  not  trusted  with  weapons,  lest 
^fflia;ht,  peradventurejiave  used  them  on  the  wrong 
ue;  anl  the  female.  But  at  the  last  stile,  vtrhen  they 
tcteied  the  Chase,  they  were  joined  by  other  two  offi- 
{^  whom  Sharpitlaw,  desirous  to  secure  sufficient 
*>(ce  for  his  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid 
JJ^atbn,  had  directed  to  wait  for  him  at  this  place. 
•Kdiftsaw  this  accession  of  strength  with  some 
^letude,  for  he  had  hitherto  thought  it  likely  that 
w*ert8oa,  who  was  a  bold,  stout,  and  active  young 
^i^v,  might  have  made  his  escape  from  Sharpitlaw 
[*i  tbe  single  officer,  by  force  or  agility,  without  his 
^^  implicated  in  the  matter.  But  the  present 
•^sjitho**  the  followers  of  justice  was  overpowering, 
^i^lwonly  mode  of  saving  Robertson^  (which  the 
J3  sinner  was  well  disposed  to  do,  providing  always 
^cgqld  accomplish  his  purpose  without  compromis- 
'a?  bs  own  safety,)  must  be  by  oAtriving  that  he 
1^  have  some  signal  of  their  approach.  It  was 
J*«Wy  with  this  view  that  Ratcline  had  requested 
J<  Edition  of  Madge  to  the  party,  having  considera- 
f  confidence  in  her  propensity  to  exert  her  lungs. 
^'^,  the  had  already  given  them  so  many  speci- 
Jjft  of  her  clamorous  loouacity,  that  Sharpitlaw 
'^determined  to  send  her  back  with  one  of  the  offi- 
^  rtih^r  than  cany  forward  in  his  ccMnpany  a  per- 
JJJ^ettremely  ill  qualified  to  be  a  guide  in  a  secret 
'^tion.  It  seemed,  too,  as  if  the  open  air,  the  ap- 
JJJJ*  to  the  hiUs,  and  the  ascent  of  the  moon,  sup- 
P^'ju  to  be  so  portentouf  over  those  whose  brain  is 
?*™«.made  her  spirits  rise  in  a  degree  tenfold  more 
WjjMthan  she  had  hitherto  exhibited.  To  silence 
II*  If  ttir  means  seemed  iciposaible ;  authoritative 


commands  and  coaziag  eotMatiflS  she  ^.  alike  at 
defiance,  and  threats  only  made  her  sulky,  and  alto-; 
gather  intractable. 

"  Is  there  no  one  of  you,"  said  Sharpitlaw,  impa- 
tiently, "  that  knows  the  way  to  this  accursed  place 
—this  Nicol  Muschat's  Caim^-excepting  this  mad 
clavering  idiot  1" 

"DeiFane  o*  them  kens  it,  except  mysell,"  ex- 
daimed  Madge:  "how  suld  they,  the  poor  fuls 
cowards  1  But  i  hae  sat  on  the  grave  free  bat-floe- 
ing  tioie  till  cock-crow,  and  had  mony  a  fine  crack 
wr  Nicol  Muschat  and  Ailie  Muschat,  that  are  lying 
sleeping  below." 

"The  devil  take  your  crazy  brain,"  said  Sharp- 
itlaw ;  "  will  yon  not  allow  the  men  to  answer  a 
question'?" 

The  officers  obtaining  a  moment's  audience  while 
Ratclifie  diverted  Madge's  attention,  declared  that, 
though  ^ey  had  a  general  knowledge  of  the  spot, 
they  could  not  undertake  to  guide  the  party  to  it  by 
the  uncertain  light  of  the  moon,  with  such  accuracy 
as  to  ensure  success  to  their  expedition. 

"  What  ^all  we  do,  Ratdiffe  ?"  said  Sharpitlaw ; 
"  if  he  sees  us  before  we  see  him. — and  that's-  what 
he  is  certain  to  do.  if  we  go  strolling  about,  without 
keeping  the  straight  road,— we  may  bid  gude  day  to 
the  job ;  and  I  wad  rather  lose  one  hun(hred  pounds, 
baith  for  the  credit  of  the  police,  and  because  the 
Provost  says  somebody  maun  be  hanged  for  this  job 
o'  Porteous,  come  o't  what  likes." 

"I  think,"  said  Ratdiffe,  "we  maun  just  try  Madge  j 
and  I'll  see  if  I  caii  get  her  keepit  in  ony  better  order. 
And  at  ony  rate,  if  he  suld  hear  her  skirling  her  auld 
ends  o'  sangs,  he's  no  to  ken  for  that  that  there's  ony 
body  wi'  her." 

"That's  true,"  said  Shaipitlaw ;  "  and  if  he  thinks 
her  alone  he's  as  like  to  come  towards  her  as  to  rini 
fra6  her.  So  set  forward— we  hae  lost  ower  muckle 
time  already — see  to  get  her  to  ko^  the  right  road." 

"  And  what  sort  o' nouse  doesNichol  Muschat  and 
his  wife  keep  nowT'  said  Ratdiffe  to  the  mad-wo- 
man, by  way  of  humouring  her  vein  of  folly  j  f '  they 
were  but  thrawn  folk  lang  syne,  an  a'  tales  be  true." 

"Ou,  ay,  ay,  ay— but  its  forgotten  now,"  replied 
Madge,  in  the  confidential  tone  of  a  gossip  giving  the 
history  of  her  next-door  neighbour—  Ye  see,  I  spoke 
to  them  mysell,  and  tauld  them  byganes  suld  be  by- 

Sanes— her  throat's  sair  misguggledand mashackered 
lou^h;  she  wears  her  corpse-sheet  drawn  weel  up 
to  hide  it,  but  that  canna  hinder  the  bluid  seiping 
through,  ye  ken.  I  wussed  her  to  wash  it  in  St.  An- 
thony's Well,  and  that  will  cleanse  if  ony  thing  can- 
But  they  say  bluid  never  bleaches  out  o*  linen  claith— 
Deacon  Sanders's  new  cleansing  draps  winna  do't— 
I  tried  them  mysell  on  a  bit  rag  we  hae  at  hame  that 
was  mailed  wi  the  bluid  of  a  oit  skirling  wean  that 
was  hurt  some  gate,  but  out  it  winna  come— Wed, 
ye'll  say  that's  queers  but  1  will  brin^  it  out  to  St 
Anthony's  blessed  Well  some  braw  night  just  like- 
this,  and  I'll  cry  up  Ailie  Muachat,  and  she  and  I  will 
hae  a  grand  boukmg-washing.  and  bleach  our  claise 
in  the  beams  of  the  bonny  Lady  Moon,  that's  far 
pleasanter  to  me  than  the  sun— the  sun's  ower  bet, 
and  ken  ye,  cummgtt,  mv  brains  are  bet  eneugh  already. 
But  the  moon,  a^rthe  dew,  and  the  night- wind,  they 
are  just  like  a  caller  kail-blade  laid  on  my  brow ;  and 
whiles  I  think  the  moon  just  shines  on  purpose  to 
pleasure  me,  when  naebody  sees  her  but  mysell.". 

This  raving  discourse  she  continued  with  prodigious 
volubility,  walking  on  at  a  great  pace,  and  dragging 
Ratdiffe  along  with  her,  while  he  endeaveured,  in 
appearance  at  least,  if.  not  in  reality,  to  induce  her  to 
moderate  her  voice. 

All  at  once,  she  stopped  short  upon  the.topof  a  lit- 
tle hillock,  gazed  upward  fixedly,  and  said  not  one 
word  for  the  space  of  five  minutes.  "  What  tha 
devil  is  the  matter  with  her  now  9"  said  Sharpitlaw 
to  Ratdiffe—"  Can  you  not  get  her  forward  7" 

"  Ye  maun  just  take  a  grain  o'  patience  wi'  h<r 
sir,"  said  Ratcltffe.  "  She'll  no  gae  a  foot  faster  than 
she  likes  hersell." 

"D— nher,"  said  Sharpitlaw^  "  Til  take  care  sh* 
has  her  time  in  Bedlam  or  Bndew^^J)qt^lisf 
she's  both  mad  and  miBchievoua."  o 
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In  tiie  meanwhile,  Madge,  who  had  looked  very 
peitirive  when  she  first  stopped,  suddenly  burst  into  a 
vehement  fit  of  laughter,  then  paused  and  sighed  bit- 
terly,—then  was  seized  with  a  second  fit  of  laughter, 
—then,  fixing  her  eyes  on  the  moonr  lifted  up  her 
voice  and  sung,— 

"  Qood  even,  good  (kir  moon,  ffood  eTon  to  thee ; 
I  prith«e,  dear  moon,  now  show  to  me 
The  (brm  and  the  ieaturee,  the  speech  and  defree. 
Of  the  man  that  true  lover  of  mine  ihall  be."^ 

"  But  I  need  not  ask  that  of  the  bonnv  Ladv  Moon— 
1  ken  that  weel  eneugh  mvsell— <nie-Iove  though  he 
wasna— But  naebody  shall  say  that  I  ever  tauld  a 
word  about  the  matter— But  whiles  I  wish  the  bairn 
had  lived— Weel.  God  guide  us,  there's  a  heaveij 
aboon  us  a',"— (here  she  sighed  bitterly.)  "  and  a 
bonny  moon,  ana  sterns  in  it  forby,"  (and  here  she 
laughed  once  more.) 

*'Are  weto  stand  here  all  night T'  said  Sharpit- 
)aw,  verjr  impatiently.    "  Dra^  her  forward." 

"  Ay,  sir," .  said  Ratcliife,  "  if  we  kend  whilk  way 

.  to  drag  her,  that  would  settle  it  at  ance.— Come, 

Madge,  hinny,"  addressing  her,  "  we'll  no  be  in  time 

to  see  Niool  and  his  wife,  unless  ye  show  us  the  road." 

"  In  troth  and  that  I  will,  Ratton,"  said  she,  seizing 
him  by  the  arm,  and  resuming  her  route  with  huge 
strides,  considering  it  was  a  female  who  took  them. 
*And  I'll  tell  ye.  Rattan,  blithe  will  Nicol  Muschat 
E>e  to  see  ye,  for  he  says  he  kens  weel  there  isna  sic 
a  villain  out  o'  bell  is  ye  are,  and  he  wad  be  ravished 
to  hae  a  crack  wi'  you— like  to  like,  ye  ken— it's  a 

Sroverb  never  fails— and  ye  are  baith  a  pair  o'  the 
eevil's  peats,  I  trow— hard  to  ken  whilk  deserves  the 
hettest  corner  o'  his  ingle-side." 

Ratcliffe  was  conscience-struck,  and  could  not  for- 
bear making  an  involuntary  protest  against  this  clas- 
mfication.   ^'  I  never  shed  blood,"  he  replied. 

*'  But  ye  hae  sauld  it,  Ratton— ye  hae  sauld  blood 
rnony  a  time.  Folk  kill  wi'  the  tongue  as  weel  as 
wi'  the  hand— wi'  the  word  as  weel  as  wi'  the  gul- 
leyl— 

*  It  ii  the  bonny  bnteher  lad, 

That  wears  the  sleeves  of  blue, 
He  soils  the  flesh  on  Saturday, 

On  Friday  that  he  slew.' " 

"And  what  is  that  I  am  doing  now 7'*  thought 
EatcliflTe.  "  But  TU  hae  nae  wyte  of  Robertson's 
young  bluid,  if  I  can  help  it;"  then  speaking  apart 
to  Madge,  he  asked  her,  "  Whether  sqe  did  not  re- 
member ony  o'  her  auldfsangsT' 

"  Mony  a  dainty  ane,"  said  Madge;  "  and  blithely 
can  I  sing  them,  for  lighsome  sangs  make  merry 
gate."    And  she  sang,— 

"  When  the  irlede's  in  the  blue  cloud, 

Tho  lavrock  lies  still ; 
Wlien  tho  hound's  in  the  neen-wood, 

The  hind  keeps  the  hill.^' 

*•  Silence  her  cursed  noise,  if  you  should  throttle 
her,"  said  Sharpitlaw;  "I  see  somebody  yonder. — 
Keep  close,  my  boys,  and  creep  round  the  shoulder  of 
the  height  George  Poinder,  stay  you  with  Ratcliffe 
and  that  mad  velhng  bitch :  and  you  other  two,  come 
with  me  rouna  under  the  shadow  ofthe  brae." 

And  he  crept  forward  with  the  «Uthy  pace  of  an 
Indian  si^vage,  who  leads  his  bana  to  surprise  an 
unsuspecting  party  of  some  hostile  tribe.  Ratcliffe 
aaw  them  glide  of?  avoiding  the  moonlight,  and  keep- 
ing as  much  in  the  shade  as  possible.  "  Robert- 
son's done  up,"  said  he  to  himself:  "thae  young 
lads  are  aye  sae  thoughtless.  What  deevil  could  he 
hae  to  Ay  to  Jeanie  Deans,  or  to  ony  woman  on 
earth,  that  he  suld  gang  awa  and  get  his  neck  raxed 
for  her?  And  this  mad  quean,  after  cracking  like  a 
pen-gun,  and  skirling  like  a  pea-hen  for  the  hail  night, 
behooves  just  to  hae  hadden  her  tongue  when  her 
davers  might  have  done  some  gude!  But  it's  aye  the 
v^y  wi'  women  ;  if  they  ever  baud  then-  tongues  ava', 
^  ye  may  bwear  it's  for  mischiefl '  I  wish  I  could  set 
her  on  again  without  this  blood-sucker  kenning  what 
I  am  doing.  But  he's  as  gleg  as  MacKeachan's  elshin, 
that  ran  through  sax  plies  of  bend-leather  and  half 
an  inch  into  the  king's  heei. 

He  then  began  to  num,  but  in  a  very  low  and  sup- 
ptesaea  tone^  the  first  stanza  of  a  favourite  ballad  of 


Wildfire's,  the  words  of  whidi  borp  some  distant  ana- 
logy with  the  situation  of  Robertson,  trusting  that  the 
power  of  association  would'not  fail  to  bring  the  rest 
to  her  mind : 

*'  There's  a  bloodhound  ranctng  Tinwald  wood. 

There's  harness  f1ancin|  sheen ; 
There's  a  maiden  sits  on  Tinwald  bras, 

And  she  sings  loud  between." 

Madge  had  no  sooner  received  the  catch- word,  thaa 
she  vindicated  Ratcliffe's  sagacity  by  setting  off  at 
score  with  the  song: 

"  O  sleep  ye  sound,  Sir  James,  she  said. 

When  ye  suld  rise  and  ride  7 
rhero's  twenty  men  wi*  bow  and  blade 

Are  seeking  where  ye  bide." 

Though  Ratdiffe  was  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  spot  called  Muschat' s  Cairn,  yet  his  eyesi 
practised  like  those  of  a  cat  to  nenetrate  darknese^ 
could  mark  that  Robertson  haci  caught  the  alarm. 
G^rge  Poinder,  less  keen  of  sight,  or  less  attentive^ 
was  not  aware  of  his  flight  any  more  than  Sharpit- 
law and  assistants,  whose  view,  though  they  were 
considerably  nearer  to  the  cairn,  was  intercepted  by  the 
broken  nature  of  the  ground  under  which  they  were 
screening  themselves.  At  length,  however,  a/ter  tl^ 
interval  of  five  or  six  minutejL  they  also  perceived  that 
Robertson  had  fled,  and  rushed  hastily  towanis  the 
place,  while  Sharpitlaw  (galled  out  aloud,  in  the  harsh- 
est tones  of  a  voice  which  resembled  a  saw-miU  at 
work,  "Chase,  lads— chase— baud  the  brae— I  see 
him  on  the  edge  of  the  hill !"  Then  hollaing  back 
to  the  rear-guard  of  his  detachment,  lie  issued  his 
further  orders  :  "  Ratcliffe.  come  here,  and  detain  the 
womanr— George,  run  and  keep  the  style  at  the  Dtike's 
Walk— Ratcliffe,  come  here  directly— but  first  knock 
out  that  mad  bitch's  bMins  !" 

"Ye  had  better  rin  for  it,  Madge,"  said  Ratcliffe, 
"  for  it's  ill  dealing  wi'  an  angry  man." 

Madge  Wildfire  was  not  so  absolutely  void  of  com- 
mon sense  as  not  to  understand  this  innuendo :  and 
while  Ratcliffe,  in  seemingly  anxious  haste  of  obe- 
dience, hastened  to  the  spot  where  Sharpitlaw  waited 
to  deliver  up  Jeanie  Deans  to  his  custody,  she  fled 
with  all  the  dispatch  she  could  exert  in  an  opposite 
direction.  -  Thus  the  whole  party  were  separated,  and 
in  rapid  motion  of  flight  or  pursuit,  excepting  Rat- 
cliffe and  Jeanie,  whom,  although  making  no  attempt  ' 
to  escape,  he  held  fast  by  the  cloak,  and  who  re- 
mained standing  by  Muscnat's  Cairn. 

CHAPTER  XVIIL 

You  hare  paid  the  heavens  your  (Vmction,  and  the  prinaner  the 
very  debt  of  yotir  calling.  Aantrejbr  Aftewrs. 

Jeanie  Deans,— for  here  our  story  tmites  itself 
with  that  part  of  the  narrative  which  broke  off  at  the 
end  of  the  first  chapter,— while  she  wai^  in  terror 
and  amazement,  the  hasty  advance  of  three  or  four 
men  towards  her,  was  yet  more  startled  at  their  sud- 
denly breaking  asunder,  and  giving  chase  in  different 
directions  to  the  late  object  of  her  terror,  who  became 
at  that  moment,  though  she  could  not  well  assign  a 
reasonable  ca^se,  rather  the  cause  of  her  interest. 
One  of  the  party  (it  was  Sharpitlaw)  came  straight 
up  to  her,  and  saying,  "  Your  name  is  Jeanie  Deans, 
and  you  are  my  prisoner,"  immediately  added,  "  but 
if  you  will  tell  xngrwhich  wav  he  ran  I  will  let  you  go." 

^*  I  dinna  ken,  sir,"  was  all  the  poor  girl  could  utter ; 
and,  indeed,  it  is  the  phrase  which  riscstnost  readily 
to  the  lips  of  any  person  in  her  rank,  as  the  readiest 
reply  to  any  embarrassing  question. 

^*But,"  said  Sharpitlaw,  "ye  Jfcmwha  it  was  ye 
were  speaking  wi',  my  leddy,  on  the  hill  side,  .and 
midnight  sae  near;  ye  surely  ken  that,  my  bonny 
woman?" 

"I  dinna  ken,  su-."  again  iterated  Jeanie,  who 
really  did  not  comprehenain  her  terror  the  nature  of 
the  questions  which  were  so  hastily  put  to  her  in  this 
moment  of  surprise. 

"  We  will  try  to  mend  your  memory  by  and  by,  hin- 
ny," said  Sharpidaw,  and  shouted,  as  we  have  already 
told  the  reader,  to  Ratcliff&  to  come  up  and  taka 
diarge  of  her,  wnilehe  hiinseif  directed  the  chase  after 
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Robenaon,  which  he  itQl  hoped  might  be  gacceesful. 
AsRiiicline  approached,  Sbaipltlaw  pushed  the  young 
wotnan  towards  him  with  some  rudeness,  and  be- 
taking himself  to  the  more  important  object  of  his 
qjueat,  began  to  scale  crags  and  scramble  up  steep 
baaka,  with  an  agiiity  of  whidk  his  profession  and  his 
general  gravity  of  demeanour  would  previously  have 
argued  hmi  incapable.  In  a  few  minutes  there  was 
BO  one  within  sight,  and  only  a  distant  halloo  from 
one  of  the  pursuers  to  the  other,  faintly  heard  on  the 
side  of  the  hill,  araued  that  there  was  any  one  within 
hearing.  Jeanie  Deans  was  left  in  the  dear  moon- 
light, stmnding  under  the  guard  of  a  person  of  whom 
me  knew  nothing,  and,  what  was  worse,  concerning 
whom,  as  the  rc»der  is  well  aware,  she  could  have 
leaned  nothing  that  would  not  have  increased  her 


When  all  in  the  distance  was  silent,  Ratclitfe  for 
^  first  time  addressed  her,  and  it  was  in  that  cold 
sarcastic  indifferent  tone  familiar  to  habitual  depra- 
vity, whose  crimes  are  instigated  by  custom  rather 
fhao  by  passion.  "This  is  a  braw  night  for  ye, 
dearie,"  be  said,  attempting  to  pass  his  arm  across 
her  shoulder,  "  to  be  on  the  green  hill  wi*  your  jo." 
Jeanie  extricated  herself  from  his  grasp,  but  did  NOt 
make  any  reply.  "I  think  lads  and  lasses,"  con- 
tiBoed  the  ruman,  '*  dinna  meet  at  Muscbat's  Cairn 
at  midnight  to  crack  nuts,"  and  he  again  attempted 
10  take  hold  oi  her. 

"  If  ye  are  an  officer  of  justice,  sir,"  said  Jeanie, 
sfcain  eluding  his  attempt  to  seize  her,  "  ye  deserve 
to  have  your  coat  stripped  from  your  back?' 

"  Very  true,  hinny,^^  said  he.  eucceeduig  forcibly 
ro  his  attempt  to  get  hold  of  her,  "  but  suppose  I 
^umld  strip  your  doak  off  first  1" 

*•  Ye  are  more  a  man,  I  am  sure,  than  to  hurt  me, 
sir."  said  Jeanie ;  "  for  God's  sake  have  pity  on  a 
half-distracted  creature !" 

"Come,  come,"  said  Ratcliffe,  "you're  a  good- 
k>oking  wench,  and  should  not  be  cross-grained.  I 
was  goins  to  be  an  honest  man— but  the  devil  has 
this  very  day  flung  first  a  lawyer,  and  then  a  woman, 
in  my  gate.  I'll  tell  you  what^  Jeanie,  they  are  out 
on  the  nillrside— if  you'll  be  guided  by  me,  I'll  carry 
70U  to  a*wee  bit  comer  in  the  Pleasance,  that  I  ken 
a'  in  an  auld  wife's  that  a'  the  prokitors  o'  Scotland 
wat  naethlhg  o'.  and  we'll  send  Robertson  word  to 
■leet  us  in  Yorkshire,  for  there  is  a  set  of  braw  lads 
^KHit  the  mid-land  counties,  that  I  hae  done  busi- 
ness wi'  before  now,  and  so  we'll  leave  Mr.  Sharpit- 
law  to  whistle  on  his  thumb." 

It  was  fortunate  for  Jeani&  in  an  emergency  like 
the  present,  that  she  possessed  presence  of  mind  and 
eom^^e,  so  soon  as  the  first  hurry  of  surprise  had 
enabled  her  to  rally  her  recollection.  She  saw  the 
risk  she  was  in  from  a  ruffian,  who  not  only  was 
SDch  bv  profession,  but  had  that  evening  been  sfupi- 
fying,  Dy  means  01  strong  liQuors,  the  internal  aver- 
sum  which  he  felt  at  the  business  on  which  Sharpit- 
kw  had  resolved  to  emplov  him. 

"  Dinna  speak  sae  loud,"  said  she,  in  a  low  voice, 
■  he's  up  yonder." 
"  Who  f- Robertson  1"  said  Ratcliffe,  eagerly. 
"  Ay."  replied  Jeanie ;  "up  yonder ;"  and  she  point- 
ea  to  the  ruins  of  the  hemutage  and  chapel. 

"  By  G— d,  then,"  said  Ratcliffe,  "  111  make  my  ain 
of  him,  dther  one  way  or  otlier— wait  for  me  here." 
But  no  sooner,  bad  he  set  off,  as  fast  as  he  could 
run,  towards  the'  chapel,  than  Jeanie  started  in  an 
opposite  direction,  over  high  and  low,  on  the  nearest 
path  homeward.  Her  juvenile  exercise  as  a  herds- 
woman  had  put  "  life  and  mettle"  in  her  heels,  and 
■ever  had  she  followed  Dustiefoot,  when  the  cows 
wem  in  the  com,  with  half  so  much  speed  as  she 
DOW  clea^  the  distance  betwixt  Muscbat's  Cairn 
and  bar  father's  cottage  at  Saint  Leonard's.  To  lift 
tbelatcb—to  enter— to  shut  bolt,  and  doable  bolt  the 
door— to  draw  against  it  a  heavy  article  of  ftiraiture, 
(which  she  could  not  have  moved  in  a  moment  of 
leas  ener^,)  so  as  to  make  yet  further  provision 
agvnst  violence,  was  almost  the  work  of  a  moment, 
Tet  done  with  such  silence  as  equalled  the  celerity. 

Her  next  anxiety  was  upon  her  father's  account, 
•ad  iba  drew  silantly  to  the  door  of  his  apartment, 


m  order  to  satisfy  heradf  whether  he  had  been  dis- 
turbed by  her  return.  He  was  a  wake,— probably  nad 
slept  but  little ;  but  the  constant  presence  of  his  own 
sorrows,  the  distance  of  hi^  apartment  from  the  outer* 
door  of  the  house,  and  the  precautions  which  Jeanie 
had  taken  to  conceal  her  departure  and  return,  had 
prevented  him  from  being  sensible  of  either.  He 
was  engaged  in  his  devotions,  and  Jeanie  could  dis- 
tinctly near  him  use  these  words :  "  And  for  the  other 
child  thou  bast  given  me  to  be  a  comfort  and  stay  to 
my  old  age,  may  her  davs  be  long  in  the  land,  ac- 
cording to  the  promise  tnou  hast  given  to  those  who 
shall  honour  lather  and  mother ;  may  all  her  pur 
chased  and  promised  blessings  be  multiplied  upon 
her ;  keep  her  in  the  watches  of  the  night,  and  in  the 
uprising  of  the  morning,  that  all  in  this  land  may 
know  that  thou  hast  not  utterly  hid  thy  face  from 
those  that  seek  thee  in  truth  and  in  sincerity."  He 
was  silent,  but  probably  continued  his  petition  in  the 
strong  fervency  of  mental  devotion. 

His  daughter  retired  to  her  apartment,  comforted, 
that  while  she  was  exposed  to  dan^r,  her  head  had 
been  covered  by  the^rayers  of  the  just  as  by  an  hel- 
met, and  under  the  strong  confidence,  that  while  she 
walked  worthy  of  the  protection  of  Heaven,  she 
would  experience  its  countenance.  It  was  in  that 
moment  that  a  vague  idea  first  darted  across  her 
rnind.  that  something  might  yet  be  achieved  for  her 
sisters  safety,  conscious  as  she  now  was  of  her  inno- 
cence of  the  unnatural  murder  with  which  she  stood 
charged.  It  came,  as  she  described  it,  on  her  mind, 
like  a  sun-blink  on  a  stormy  sea;  and  although  it 
instantly  vanished,  yet  she  felt  a  degree  of  compo- 
sure which  she  had  not  experienced  for  many  davs, 
and  could  not  help  being  stronglv  persuaded  that,  oy 
some  means  or  other  she  would  he  called  upon,  and 
directed,  to  work  out  her  sister's  deliverance.  >  She 
went  to  bed,  not  forgetting  htr  usual  devotions,  the 
more  fervently  made  on  account  of  her  late  deliver-  ' 
ance,  and  she  slept  soundly  in  spite  of  her  agitation. 

We  must  return  to  Ratcliffe,  who  had  started,  like 
a  greyhound  from  the  slips  when  the  sportsman  cries 
halloo,  so  soon  as  Jeanie  had  pointed  to  the  ruins. 
Whether  he  meant  to  aid  Robertson's  escape,  or  to 
assist  his  pursuers,  may  be  very  doubtful ;  perhaps  he 
did  not  himself  know,  but  had  resolved  to  be  guided 
by  circumstances.  He  had  no  opportunity,  however, 
of  doing  either ;  for  he  had  no  sooner  surmounted  the 
steep  ascent,  and  entered  under  the  broken  arches  of 
the  ruins,  than  a  pistol  was  presented  at  his  head, 
and  a  harsh  voice  commanded  him,  in  the  king's 
name!,  to  surrender  himself  prisoner.  "  Mr.  Sharpit 
law  I*'  said  Ratcliffe,  surprised,  "  is  this  your  honour  V 

"  Is  it  onlv  you,  and  be  d— d  to  you  T'  answered 
the  fiscal,  still  more  disappointed—'*  what  made  yoft 
leave  the  woman  1" 

"  She  told  me  she  saw  Robertson  go  into  the  rains, 
so  I  made  what  haste  I  could  to  cleek  the  callant." 

"  It's  all  over  now,"  said  Shai-pitlfi  w :  "  we  shall 
see  no  more  of  him  to-night ;  but  he  shall  hide  him- 
self in  abean-hool,  if  he  remains  on  Scottish  ground . 
without  my  finding  him.    Call  back  the  people,  Rat- 
cliffe." % 

Ratcliffe  hol|ted  to  the  dispersed  officers,  who 
willingly  obeyecrihe  signal ;  for  probably  there  was 
no  individual  among  them  who  would  have  been 
much  desirous  of  a  rencontre  hand  to  hand,  and  at 
a  distance  fh>m  his  comrades,  Vvith  such  an  active 
and  desperate  fellow  as  Robertson. 

"  And  where  are  the  two  women  f '  said  Sharpitlaw. 

"  Both  made  their  heels  serve  them,  I  suspect,"  re- 
plied Ratclifie,  and  he  hummed  the  end  of  the  old 
song— 

"Then  hey  plar op  the  rinaws bride. 
For  she  hai  taen  the  gee." 

"One  woman,"  said  Sharpitlaw,— for,  like  ail 
rogues,  he  was  a  great  calumniator  of  the  fair  sex,* 

*  The  journal  of  Grave*,  a  Bow-«treet  officer,  dispatched  lo 
Hollnpd  to  obtain  the  nirronder  of  tlie  unforrunate  William 
Brodie,  bean  a  reflection  on  the  ladies  somewhat  like  thot  put' 
in  the  mouth  of  the  pulice-offlcer  SharpiUair.  It  had  been  fouiu! 
difficult  to  idenCifr  the  unhappr  criminal ;  and,  when  a  Seoten 
irenUemau  of  retpootabilitv  Iwd  eeemed  diaposeo  to  five  eri 
dence  en  the  point  required,  hi«  aon-in-law,  a  derrrman  in  Am- 
•tsrdam,  tad  his  danghtar,  wtrt  MMpeolad  by  QmvM  to  Jiavt 
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— *  one  womtn  ii  enonsh  to  dark  the  fairest  ploy  that 
ever  was  planned;  and  bow  could  I  be  such  an  ass 
as  to  expect  to  carry  throuf^h  a  job  that  had  two  in  it? 
But  we  know  how  to  come  by  them  both,  if  they  are 
wanted,  tiiat's  one  good  thina." 

Accord in;;!^,  like  a  defeatea  general,  sad  and  sulky, 
he  ltd  back  his  discomfit»?d  forces  to  the  metropolis, 
and  disniisseti  them  for  the  night. 

.  The  noxt  morning  early,  he  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  making  his  rep«)rt  to  the  sitting  magistrate  of 
thr  day.  The  gentleman  who  occupied  the  chair  of 
ofllice  on  this  occasion  (for  the  bailies,  Ansrlief,  alder- 
men, tnUt'  it  by  rotation)  chanced  to  be  the  same  by 
whom  Hiitl'T  was  committed,  a  person  vcr>' generally 
resp'.rthd  among  his  fellow-citizens.  ^  Something  he 
wud  of  a  liuuiorist,  and  rnthc-r  deficient  in  gonend 
educniioii;  but  acute,  piiticiit.  and  upright,  po8M.'S«>p<i 
of  a  forluJieuapiired  nvhonest  iiiduHfry,  which  made 
him  perf»r<.tiy  indepeiufent ;  and,  in  short,  very  hap- 
pily (j'i.ilifi'ir  to  support  the  respectability  of  the  oflice 
whirh  he  lu  Id. 

3Ir.  3Ii(kliLburgh  had  jiiPt  taken  his  seat,  and  was 
Qchafin^.  in  an  animnti.ri  niannf^r.  with  one  of  his 
collp<mii'.':9,  the  doubtful  rhanccH  of  a  gnmc  at  golf 
whirh  iluv  lind  played  the  day  brfore,  whrn  a  Iriter 
was  dJlivL-n  d  to  iiim,  adilu'sfsrii  "  F«)r  Bailie  Middie- 
burirli ;  Till  -e :  to  bt;  forwarded  with  speed.''  It  con- 
tainetl  ili«-.so  words: — 

^ "  I  k'low  you  to  bo  a  sensible  and  a  considerate  ma- 
gistrnru,  :«i)?l  one  wiio.  as  such,  will  be  content  to 
worsii:|i  r;,Sd,  ihou-^h  the  devil  bid  you.  I  therefore 
export  tiiiit,  iiotwiihsianding  the  signature  of  this 
h.'lUiT  ackf!owlfcd.2es  my  share'  in  an  action,  which,  in 
a  prop,  r  lime  and  place,  I  would  not  fear  cither  to 
avow  or  to  iu!ilify,  you  will  not  on  that  account  re- 
ject wlinl  evid'.*nce  I  place  before  you.  The  clergy- 
man, Uuilir,  is  innorentof  all  but  myoluntary  prr,*- 
feenee  at  'in  aelioii  which  he  wanted  sjiirit  to  approve 
of,  nnd  from  whieii  he  endeavoured,  with  his  best  set 
phras.'s,  fo  dissuade  us.  Hut  it  was  not  for  him  that 
It  is  mv  hint  to  sp^rak.  There  is  a  woman  in  your 
jail,  fidlin  und'T  the  edge  of  a  law  so  cruel,  that  it 
nnA  linn;^  by  the  wall,  like  un scoured  armour,  for 
twin'v  vrnr-«,  and  is  now  brought  down  and  whetted 
(o  <i|j}ll  rite  hjood  of  the  most  I>«iautifid  and  most  in- 
nnn-iii  en  riiure  whom  the  walls  of  a  pris4)n  evergir- 
dle<i  10.  Her  i*isier  knows  uf  her  innocence,  ns  she 
roiiuiiu:ii':if«.d  lo  hiT  that  she  was  betrayed  by  a  vil- 
lain.—(i  that  hiuh  Heaven 

*  W.i:!  .1  {lilt  in  evrrr  liom«-»t  Imnd  a.whip, 

'lo  o'TKiirL"*  lilt*  ^u^il  a  villnii)  Uirniiiili  (liH  world  I* 

"I  write  rli.^frncledly— but  this  girl— this  Jeanie 
Deans,  i*;  a  p-nvi^h  puritan,  superstitious  and  seru- 

CuIiMi^  an<  r  the  manner  of  herse<;l ;  and  I  pray  your 
onoMT,  ftr  :*o  my  phrase  must  go.  to  pres^  upon  her, 
that  hrr  si^rpr's  lifedependa  upon  ner  testimony.  But 
th.inrli  j-lie  shc»uld  remain  silttit,  do  notdnre  to  think 
that  tin-  voniig  woma>i  is  guilty— far  less  to  permit 
her  e.X'Tiif.nu.  llemember  the;  death  of  Wilson  was 
fearfully  a X'.narixi:  and  those  yet  live  who  can  com- 
fl  you  to  drink  the  dri»g8  of  your  poisoned  chalice.— 
say.  nini  inher  Porteous,— and  say  that  vou  had  good 
coil ii.«sel  I'roi II  One  op  bs  "S layebf." 

Tlie  in;tv:i:*trate  read  over  this  cxtftonlinary  letter 
twiee  or  thrice.  At  first  he  was  tempted  lo  throw  it 
aside  as  the  production  of  a  madman,  so  little  did 
"  the  sernps  from  plavbooks,"  as  he  termed  the  poeti- 
cal ni:«i?ation,  rrsemfilc  the  correspondence  of  a  ra- 
tional \*f\tyj.  On  a  re-perusal,  however,  he  thought 
that,  amid  its  incoherence,  he  could  discover  some- 
thinu  like  a  tone  of  awakened  passion,  though  ex- 
press/1]  ill  a  manner  quaint  and  unusual. 

"  It  If  ri  <  nielly  severe  statute,"  said  the  magistrate 
to  his  a-s  -rant,  "  and  I  wish  the  cirl  could  be  taken 
from  uii!  r  the  letter  of  it.  A  child  may  have  been 
horn,  aud  it  may  have  been  conveyed  away  while  the 
moihj.r  VMS  m'4<'n.^il)le,  or  it  may  have  pi  ri  shed  for 
waniof  that  ri'lief  which  the  poor  creature  herself— 
helpless  terrified,  distracted,  despairing,  and  exhaust- 


r 


tmi*./ 0trevm*niii  with  f)w>  witnp«4  to  (liii<flinflR  him  from  ririiM 
/rjj*  u-^tim  B„v.    (HI  which  uubjcct  the  journal  u(  tlio  Oow-tftreet 

"«»if  Utaa  M  a^aaittat  ivfiiocaiwe  ia  Mr. u  aai 


ed-^may  have  been  unable  to  tiffari  to  it.    And  yet  it 

is  certain,  if  the  woman  is  found  guilty  under  ths 
statute,  execution  will  follow.  The  crime  has  beea 
too  common,  and  examples  are  necessar)*." 

"  But  if  this  other  wench,"  said  the  city-clerk,  "can 
apeak  to  her  sister  communicating  her  situation,  it 
will  take  the  case  from  under  the  statute." 

*'  Very  true,"  replied  the  Baihe;  "and  I  will  walk 
out  one  of  these  days  to  St.  Leonard's,  nnd  cxamina 
the  girl  myself.  I  know  something  of  their  father 
Deans— an  old  true-blue  Cameronian,  who  would  see 
house  and  family  go  to  wreck  ere  he  would  disi^raca 
his  testimony  by  a  sinful  complying  with  the  defec- 
tions of  the  times  ;  and  such  he  will  probably  uphold 
the  taking  an  oath  before  a  civil  magistrate.  If  they 
are  Vo  go  on  and  tiourisii  with  their  bull-headed  ob* 
stinacy,  the  Irgislatun;  must  pass  an  act  to  take  their 
aflirmations.  as  in  the  case  of  Quakers.  But  surely 
neither  a  father  nor  a  eii^ter  will  scruple  in  a  ease  of 
this  kind.  As  I  said  before,  I  will  go  speak  with 
them  niyR'lf,  when  the  hurry  of  this  PoVieous  investi- 
gation IS  p<unewhat  over;  their  pride  and  spirit  of 
contradiction  will  be  far  le.ss  alarmed,  than  if  they 
were  calletl  into  a  court  of  justice  at  once." 

"  And  I  suppose  Butler  is  to  remain  incarcerated  T* 
said  the  city-<:U'rk. 

"  For  the  present,  certainly,*'  said  the  magistrate. 
"  But  I  hnfui  soon  to  set  him  at  liberty  upon  bail." 

**  Do  you  r<-st  upon  the  tisiimony  of  that  light- 
headed l'?tter?"  asked  the  clerk. 

**  Not  very  much,"  answered  the  Bailie ;  "  and  yet 
there  is  something  striking  about  it  too — it  seems  tha 
l<;tter  of  a  man  beside  himself,  either  from  great  agi- 
tion.  or  some  great  sense  of  guilt." 

'*  Ves,"  said  tlie  town-clerk,  "  it  is  very  like  the 
letter  of  a  mad  strolling  play-actor,  who  di-serves  to 
be  hanged  with  all  the  rest  of  his  gang,  as  your  ho- 
nour justly  observes." 

"  I  was  not  quite  so  bloodthirsty,"  continued  the 
magistrate.  "  But  to  the  point.  Butlers  private 
character  is  exex'llent ;  antl  I  am  given  to  understand, 
by  some  inquiries  I  have  been  making  this  mtirnini;, 
that  he  did  actually  arrive  in  town  only  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday,  so  that  it  was  impossible  he  could 
have  bf-en  concerned  in  any  previous  maehinatiouAof 
these  unhappy  riotiTS,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  be 
shouhl  have  joined  them  on  a  suddenty."  • 

"  There's  no  saying  ancni  that— «.al  catches  fire 
at  a  slight  spark  as  fast  as  a  bnmstane  match,"  ob- 
Si-rvcd  ihn  scfTctary.  "I  hae  kend  a  minisier  wad 
be  fair  gudo  <iay  aiil  fairgude  e'en  wi'  ilka  man  in' 
the  paroehine,  and  liing  just  as  quiet  as  a  rocket  on  a 
stick,  till  yr>  mentioned  the  word  alijuration-oaib,  or 
patroiiagi%  or  siclike,  and  then,  whiz,  he  was  off,  and 
up  in  the  air  an  hun-ire<l  miUs  beyond  common  man- 
ner*, common  sense,  and  common  comprehension." 

"  I  do  not  understand,"  answered  the  burgher* 
maj;i?Trate,  "  that  the  young  man  Butlers  z^;al  is  of 
s«}  inHammable  a  chanicter.  But  I  will  make  fur- 
ther investigation.  What  other  business  is  there 
before  us  ?" 

And  thi-v  prorTfHled  to  minute  investigations  con- 
crning  the  affair  of  I'orteous's  death,  and  other 
alfairs  through  which  this  history  has  no  occasion 
to  trace  them.  i 

In  the  course  of  their  business  thev  were  intemroted 
by  an  old  woman  of  the  lower  rank,  extremely  hag- 
gard in  look,  and  wrctrhed  in  her  apparel,  who  thrust 
herself  into  the  council  room. 

"What  do  you  want,  gudewiie  ?— W^ho  are  you  ?'* 
said  Bailie  Middiebunzh. 

"  What  do  I  want !"  replied  she,  in  a  sulky  tone — 
"  I  want  my  bairn,  or  I  want  naething  frae  nana 
o*  ye,  for  as  grand's  ye  are."  And  she  went  on  rnui- 
tcnng  to  herself,  with  the  wayward  spitefulness  ol 
acc-^"  They  maun  hae  lordships  and  honours,  noff 
doubt— set  them  up.  the  gutter-bloods!  and  doil  a 
gentleman  ainang  them."— Then  again  addressing 
the  sitting  mauistrate.  "Will  ymtr  honour  gie  me 
back  my  puir  crazy  bairn  1—  His  honour  I— I  hae  ker  -^ 


(inuht  the  daufhror  ami  pamnn  would  endeavour  to  penoula 
him  l»  ili.'cliii(>  triMi>>linp  li>in'<4-ir  in  Iho  iniM' r.  but  judp^d  lie 

IcnmUK  not  e«»  \>i\«*\k.  tt««i\  ^•>mvX  \\**  \\iiA  *^\rt  t<»  Mr.  Ri*  h.— NOTA 
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THfi  HEART  OF  HID-LOTHIAN. 


Tupt  ine  court." 

t's  as  inuckle  as  dll  say,  Bark,  Bawtie,  and 
wVt !— I  tell  76,"  raising  her  termagaat  voice, 
my  bairn!  is  na  that  braid  ScotsT' 


mS  day  when  less  wad  ser'd  him,  the  oe  of  a  Camp- 
Tere  skipper.'* 

"  Goud  woman."  said  the  ma^strate  to  this  shrew- 
ieb.  siqyplicant,— **  tell  us  what  it  is  you  want,  and  do 
not  interrupt  the  court'' 

«  That's 
be  dune  wi 

"1  want  my 

"Who  are  you  "J— who  is  your  bairn?"  demanded 
die  magistrate. 

•*  Wha  am  1 7— wha  sujd  I  be,  but  MegMurdockson. 
and  wha  suld  my  bairn  be  but  Magdalen  Murdockson  1 
—Your  guard  soldiers,  and  your  constables,  and  your 
officers,  Ken  us  weel  eneugn  when  they  rive  the  bits 
o'  duds  aff  our  backs,  and  take  what  penny  o'  siller 
we  hoe,  and  harle  us  to  the  CorFection-nouse  in  Leith 
Wynd,  and  pettle  us  up  wi'  bread  and  water,  and  sic- 
like  sunkets." 

**  Who  is  she  T*  said  the  magistrate,  looking  roimd 
to  some  of  his  people. 

**  Other  than  a  gude  ane,  sir,"  said  one  of  the  city- 
o|Scer&,  shrugging  his  shoulders,  and  smiling. 

"Win  ye  say  sae^"  said  the  termagant,  her  eye 
fiieaming  vrith  impotent  fury:  "  an  I  had  ye  amang 
the  Frigate- Whins,  wadna  I  set  my  ten  talents  in 
your  wuzient  face  for  that  very  word?"  and  she 
Biited  the  word  ta  the  action,  By  spreading  out  a 
Bet  of  claws  resembling  those  of  St.  George's  dragon 
on  a  country  sign-post 

"  What  does  she  want  here?"  said  the  impatient 
magistrate— *' Can  she  not  tell  her  business,  or  go 
away?" 

**It's  my  bairn!— it's  Magdalen  Murdockson  I'm 
wantin',",  answered  the  beidama  screaming  at  the 
hisfaest  pitch  of  her  cracked  ana  mistuned  voice— 
**  navena  I  been  tellin'  ye  sae  this  half-hour  1  And  if 
Te  are  deaf^  what  neeiis  ye  sit  coekit  up  there,  and 
keep  folk  scraughin'  t'ye  this  gate  7" 

*'  She  wants  her  daughter,  sir,"  said  the  same 
oificer  whose  interference  had  given  the  hag  such 
offence  before— "her  daughter,  who  was  taken  up 
last  night- Madge  Wildfire,  as  they  ca*  her." 

*' Madge  Hbllpire,  as  tney  ca'^her!"  echoed  the 
beldame ;  "  and  what  business  has  a  blackguard  like 
you  to  ca'  an  honest  woman's  bairn  oat  o'  her  ain 
namer' 

"An  honett  woman's  bairn,  Majo^gie?"  answered 
the  peace-officer,  smiling  and  shaking  his  head  with 
an  ironical  emphasis  on  the  adjective,  and  a  calmness 
calculated  to  provoke  to  madness  the  furious  old 
shrew. 

**  in  am  no  honest  now,  I  was  honest  ance,"  she 
replied;  '*and  that's  mair  than  ye  can  say,  ye  bom 
and  bred  thief^  that  never  kend  ither  folk's  gear  frae 
jour  ain  since  the  day  ye  was  cleckit  Honest,  say 
ye?— ye  pykit  your  mother's  pouch  o'  twalpennies 
Scotcn  when  ye  were  five  years  auld,  just  as  she  was 
taking  leave  o  your  father  at  the  fit  o'  the  gallows." 
"  Sne  has  you  there.  G^eorge,"  said  the  assistants, 
and  there  was  a  general  laugh ;  for  the  wit  was  fitted 
for  the  meridian  of  the  place  where  it  was  uttered. 
This  general  applause  somewhat  gratified  the  passions 
of  the  old  hag}  the  "grim  feature"  smiled,  and  even 
laughed— but  it  was  a  laugh  of  bitter  scorn.  She 
eondescended,  however,  as  if  appeased  by  the  success 
of  her  sally,  to  explain  her  business  more  distinctly, 
when  the  magistrate,  commanding  silence,  again 
desired  her  either  to  speak  out  her  errand,  or  to  leave 
the  pltee. 

"  Her  bairn,'*  she  said.  "  was  her  bairp,  and  she 
came  to  fetch  her  out  of  ill  haft  and  waur  guiding. 
If  she  wasna  sae  wise  as  ither  folk,  few  ither  folk  had 
sofiercd  as  muckle  as  she  had  done ;  forby  that  she 
could  fend  the  waur  for  hersell  within  the  four  wa's 
of  a  jaiL  She  could  prove  by  fifty  witnesses,  and 
fifty  to  that  that  her  daughter  had  never  seen  Jock 
Poneoua^  alive  or  dead,  since  he  had  gien  her  a  loun- 
daring  wi'  his  cane,  the  neger  that  he  was !  for  driving 
a  dead  cat  at  the  provost's  wig  on  the  Elector  of  Ha- 
nover's birth-day. 

Notwitbstandinff  the  wretched  appelfflnce  and  vio- 

laot  demeanour  of  this  woman,  the  magistrate  felt 

tbe  justice  of  her  argument,  that  her  chud  might  be 

aa  dear  to  her  aj  to  a  more  fortunate  and 

Vol  lU  £ 


bte  mother.  He  proceeded  to  investigate  the  circmn 
stances  which  had  led  to  Madge  MiirdocV  son's  (or 
Wildfire's)  arreMt,  and  as  it  was  clearly  8..own  that 
she  had  not  been  engaged  inyjhe  riot,  he  contented 
himself  with  directing  that  an  eye  should  be  kept 
upon  her  by  the  pojice,  but  that  for  the  present  she 
should  be  allowed  to  return  home  with  her  mother. 
During  the  interval  of  fetching  Madge  from  the  jaii, 
the  magistrate  endeavoured  to  discover  whether  her 
mother  nad  been  privy  to  the  change  of  dress  betwixt 
that  young  woman  and  Robertson.  ■  But  on  this  point 
he  could  obtain  no  light  She  persisted  in  declaring, 
that  she  had  never  seen  Robertson  since  his  remark- 
able escape  during  service-time;  and  that,  if  her 
daughter  had  changed  clothes  with  him,  it  must  have 
been  during  her  absence  at  a  hamlet  about  two  miles 
out  of  town,  called  Duddingstone,  where  she  could 
prove  that  she  passed  that  eventful  night  And,  in 
fact,  oneof  tlic  town-officers,  who  had  been  searching 
for  stolen  linen  at  the  cottage  of  a  washerwoman  in 
that  village,  gave  his  evidence,  that  he  had  seen 
Maggie  Murdockson  there,  whose  presence  had  con- 
siderably increased  his  suspicion  of  the  house  in  which 
she  was  a  visiter,  in  respect  that  he  considered  her  aa 
a  person  of  no  good  reputation." 

"  1  tauld  ye  sae,"  said  the  hag :  "  see  now  whni  it 
is  to  hae  a  character,  gude  or  had  |— Now,  maybe 
after  a,'  I  could  tell  ye  something  about  Porteous  that 
you  council-chamber  bodies  never  could  find  out,  for 
as  muckle  stir  as  ye  mak." 

All  eyes  were  turned  towards  her— all  ears  were 
alert.    '*  Speak  out !"  said  the  magistrate. 

"It  will  be  for  your  ain  gude,"  insinuated  the 
town-clerk. 

,"Dinna  keep  the  Bailie  waiting,"  urged  the  as- 
sistants. 

She  remained  doggedly  silent  for  two  or  three 
minutes,  casting  around  a  malignant  and  sulky 
glance,  that  seemed  to  enjoy  the  anxious  suspense 
with  which  they  waited  her  answer.  And  then  she 
broke  forth  at  once,—"  A'  that  I  ken  about  him  isi 
that  he  was  neither  soldier  nor  gentleman,  but  just  a 
thief  and  a  blackguard,  likemaist  o'  yoursells,  dears— 
What  will  ye  gie  me  for  that  news,  now?— He  wad 
hae  served  the  gude  town  lane  or  provost  or  bailie 
wad  hae  fund  that  out,  my  joe ! 

While  these  matters  were  in  discussion,  Madge 
Wildfire  entered,  and  her  first  exclamation  was,"  Eh  I 
see  if  there  isna  our  auld  ne'er-do-weel  deevil's 
buckie  o'  a  mither— Heigh,  sirs !  but  we  are  a  hopefii' 
family,  to  be  twa  o'  us  in  the  Guard  at  ance— But 
there  were  better  days  wi'  us  ance— were  tliere  na, 
mither  ?" 

.  Old  Maggie's  eyes  had  glistened  with  something 
like  an  expression  of  pleasure  Wiien  she  saw  her 
daughter  set  at  liberty.  But  either  her  natural  afiec- 
tion,  like  that  of  the  tigress,  could  not  be  displayed 
without  a  strain  of  ferocity,  or  there  was  something 
in  the  ideas  wihich  Madge's  speech  awakened,  that 
again  stirred  her  cross  and  savage  temper.  "  What 
signifies  what  we  were,  ye  street-raking  limmer!" 
she  exclaimed,  pushing  her  daughter  before  her  to 
the  door,  with  no  gentle  degree  of  violence.  "  Tse 
tell  thee  what  thou  is  now— thou's  a  crazed  hellicat 
Bess  o'  Bedlam,  that  sail  taste  naething  but  bread 
and  water  for  a  fortnight,  to  serve  ye  for  the  plague 
ye  hae  gien  me— and  ower  gtide  for  ye,  >^5  idle  taupie !" 

Mfidse,  Iiihm'lv.  .  aped  from  her  mother  at  the 
door,  rati  hnrk  to  [hr  3'>otof  the  table,  dropped  a  very 
low  und  faiHufiiic  cuH^ey  to  the  iua^e,  and  said  with 
a  pi^i^lsfis  bueh,— "Our  minnies  sair  mis-set,  aftei 
her  ordiimr,  bpi^SIkII  hae  bad  some  quarrel  wi'  her 
aultl  guileinnn^ttint\^  satan,  ye  ken,  sirs.'*  Thia 
explanatory  note  slie  cave  in  a  low  confidential  tone, 
and  !he  ttpoiTtatiTTs  of  that  credulous  generation  did 
not  hpur  It  without  nn  involuntary  shudder.  "Tiie 
gnj'jima  and  her  liisna  aye  gree  weel,  and  then  I 
maun  pay  the  piperi  but  my  back's  broad  enetigh  to 
bear't  a'— an'  if  she  hae  nae  havings,  that's  naa 
reason  why  wiser  folk  should  na  hae  some."  Hera 
another  deep  curtsey,  when  the  ungracious  voice  oC 
her  mother  was  heard. 

'e  limmer  1    If  I  come  to  fetch  ye  1" 
her,"  said  Madga.    ''Butl'U  wunoiiti^ 
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cHfTthe  night  for  a'  that,  to  dance  in  the  moonlight, 
when  her  and  the  gndeman  will  be  whirrying  through 
the  blue  lift  on  a  broom-shank;  to  see  Jean  Jap,  that 
they  hae  putten  intill  the  Kirkcaldy  tolbooth— ay, 
they  will  hae  a  merry  sail  ower  Inchkeilh,  and  ower 
a'  the  bits  o'  bonny  waves  that  are  poppling  and 
plashing  against  the  rocks  in  the  gowden  glimmer 
o'  the  moon,  ye  ken.— I'm  commg,  mother— I'm 
coming,"  she  concluded,  on  hearing  a  scuffle  at  the 
door  betwixt  the  beldam  and  the  officers,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  prevent  her  re  entrance.  Madge 
then  waved  her  hand  wildly  towards  the  ceiling,  and 
iung,  at  the  topmost  pitch  of  her  voice,— 

*'  Up  in  the  air. 

On  my  bunny  ^ray  mare, 

And  I  see,  and  1  see,  and  I  aoe  her  yet*' 

And  with  a  hop,  ski^  and  jump,  sprung  out  of  the 
room,  as  the  witches  of  Macbeth  used,  in  less  re- 
fined days,  to  seem  to  fly  upwards  from  the  stage. 

Some  weeks  intervened  before  Mr.  Middleburgh, 
agreeably  to  his  benevolent  resolution,  found  an  op- 
portunity  of  taking  a  walk  towards  St.  Leonard  s, 
m  order  to  discover  whether  it  might  be  possible  to 
obtain  the  evidence  hinted  at  in  the  anonymous  letter 
respecting  Effie  Deans. 

In  fact,  the  anxious  perquisitions  made  to  discover 
the  murderers  of  Porteous  occupied  the  attention  of 
all  concerned  with  the  administration  of  justice. 

In  the  course  of  these  inquiries,  two  circumstances 
happened  material  to  our  story.  Butler,  after  a  close 
hivestigation  of  his  conduct,  was  declared  innocent 
of  accession  to  the  death  of  Porteous  j  but,  as  having 
been  present  during  the  whole  transaction,  was 
obliged  to  find  bail  no^t  to  quit  his  usual  residence  at 
Libberton,  that  he  might  appear  as  a  witness  when 
called  upon.  The  other  incident  regarded  the  disap- 
pearance of  Madge  Wildfire  and  her  mother  from 
Edinburgh.  When  they  were  sought,  with  the  pur- 
ppse  of  subjecting  them  to  some  further  interrogato- 
ries, it  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Sharpitlaw  that  they 
had  eluded  the  observation  of  the  police,  and  left  the 
oity  so  soon  as  dismissed  from  the  council-chamber. 
No  efforts  could  trace  the  place  of  their  retreat.  . 

In  the  meanwhile  the  excessive  indignation  of  the 
Council  of  Regency,  at  the  slight  put  upon  their  au- 
thority by  the  murder  of  Porteous,  had  dictated  mea- 
sures, in  which  their  own  extreme  desire  of  detecting 
the  actors  in  that  conspiracy  were  consulted,  in 
preference  to  the  temper  of  the  people,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  their  churchmen.  An  act  of  parliament  was 
hastily  passed,  offering  two  hundred  pounds  reward 
to  those  who  should  inform  against  any  person  con- 
cerned in  the  deed,  and  the  penalty  of  death,  by  a 
▼ery  unusual  and  severe  enactment,  was  denounced 
against  those  who  should  harbour  the  guilty.  But 
what  was  chiefly  accounted  exceptionable,  was  a 
clause  appointing  the  act  to  be  read  in  churches  by 
the  omciating  clergyman,  on  the  first  Sunday  of 
every  month,  for  a  certain  period,  immediately  before 
the  sermon.  The  ministers  who  should  refuse  to 
comply  with  this  injunction  were  declared,  for  the 
first  offence,  incapable  of  sitting  or  voting  in  any 
church  judicature,  and  for  the  second,  incapable  of 
holding  any  ecclesiastical  preferment  in  Scotland. 

Thislast  ord*»r  united  in  a  common  cause  those  who 
might  privately  rejoice  in  Porteous's  death,  though 
they  dared  not  vindicate  the  manner  of  it,  with  the 
more  scrupulous  presbyterians,  who  held  that  even 
the  pronouncing  of  the  name  of  the  **  Lords  Spiritual" 
in  a  Scottish  pulpit  was,  quodammodoy  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  prelacy,  and  that  the  injunction  of  the 
legislature  was  an  interference  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment with  Xheju9  divinum  of  presbytery,  since  to  the 
General  Assembly  alone,  as  representing  the  invisible 
head  of  the  kirk,  belonged  the  sole  and  exclusive 
rij^ht  of  legnlating  whatever  pertained  to  public  wor- 
ship. Very  many  also,  of  differentpolitical  or  religious 
sentiments,  and  therefore  ik%n  m^ich  moved  by  these 
(•msidetations,  thought  (hey  saw,  in  so  violent  an  act 
(4  parliament,  a  more  vindictive  spirit  than  became 
the  legislature  of  a  great  country,  and  something  like 
an  attempt  to  trample  upon  the  rights  and  indepo^-  - 
deuce  of  Scotland.  The  various  steps  adopted  for 
pnniahifig  tho  city  of  Edinburgh,  by  taJdng  awo?  her 


charter  and  libertiesi  for  what  a  Tiolent  ond  otct- 
mastering  mob  had  done  within  her  walls,  were 
resented  l>y  many  who  thought  a  pretext  was  too 
hastily  taken  for  degrading  the  ancient  metropolin 
of  Scotland.  In  short,  there  was  much  heart-bum^ 
ing,  discontent,  and  disaffection,  occasioned  by  tb^i 
ill-considered  measures.* 

Amidst'  these  heats  and  dissensions,  the  trial  ol 
E^e  Deans,  after  she  had  been  many  w€«ks  impri- 
soned, was  at  length  about  to  be  brought  forward, 
and  Mr.  Middleburgh  found  leisure  to  inquire  into 
the  evidence  concerning  her.  For  this  purpose,  he 
chose  a  fine  day  for  his  walk  towards  her  foih^s 
house. 

The  excursion  into  the  country  wos  somewhat 
distant,  in  the  opinion  of  a  burgess  of  those  days, 
although  many  of  the  present  inhabit  suburban  villas 
considerably  beyond  the  spot  to  which  we  allude. 
Three  quarters  of  an  hour's  walk,  however,  even  at  a 
pace  ofmagisterial  gravity,  conducted  our  benevolent 
office-bearer  to  the  Crags  of  St.  Leonard's,  and  the 
humble  mansion  of  David  Deans. 

The  old  man  was  seated  on  the  deas,  or  turf-seat, 
at  the  end  of  his  cottage,  busied  in  mending  his  cart- 
harness  with  his  own  hands ;  for  in  those  days  any 
sort  of  labour  which  required  a  httle  more  skill  than 
usual  fell  to  the  share  of  thfe  goodman  himse^  and 
that  even  when  he  wss  well  to  pass  in  thevorld. 
With  stem  and  austere  gravity  he  persevered  in  hie 
task,  after  having  just  raised  his  head  to  notice  the  ad- 
vance of  the  stranger.  It  would  have  been  impossible 
to  have  discovered,  from  his  countenance  and  manner, 
the  internal*  feelings  of  agony  with  which  he  con- 
tended. Mr.  Middleburgh  waited  an  instant,  expect- 
ing Deans  would  in  some  measure  acknowledge  hie 
presence,  and  lead  into  conversation ;  but.  as  he 
seemed  determined  to  remain  silent,  he  was  nimself 
obliged  to  speak  first. 

"My  name  is  Middleburgh— Mr.  James  Middle- 
burgh, one  of  the  present  magistrates  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh." 

,"  It  may  be  sae,"  answered  Deons  laconically,  and 
without  inteitupung  his  labour. 

"You  must  understand,"  he  continued,  "  that  the 
du^of  a  magistrate  is  sometimes  an  unpleasant  one." 

*ut  may  be  sae,"  replied  David ;  "  I  hae  naething 
to  say  in  the  contrar ;"  and  he  was  again  doggedly 
silent. 

"You  must  be  aware,"  pursued  the  magistrate, 
"that  persons  in  my  situation, are  often  obliged  to 
make  painful  and  disagreeable  inquiries  of  inoivida- 
als,  merely  because  it  is  their  bounden  duty." 

"  It  maybe  sae,"  again  replied  Deans;  '^I  hae  nae- 
thing to  say  anent  it,  either  the  tae  way  or  the  t'other. 
But  I  do  ken  there  was  ance  in  a  day  a  just  and  God- 
fearing magistracy  in  yon  towno*  Edinburgh,  that  did 
not  bear  the  swoixi  in  vain,  but  were  a  terror  to  evil- 
doers, and  a  praise  to  such  as  kept  the  path.  In  the 
glorious  days  of  auld  worthy  faithfu'.Provosf  Dick,t 

*  The  Mag istratea  were  doaelr  interrofated  before  the  Hoom 
of  Peera.  conceminf  tho  pnrticulari  of  ihe  Mob,  and  the  jntoiM 
in  which  these  ftancUonariei  made  their  antwere,  aoanded 
■trango  in  the  ear*  of  tho  Southern  nobles.  The  Duke  of  New* 
eaatle  having  denmnded  to  know  with  what  kind  of  shot  the 
guard  which  Porteoua  commanded  had  loaded  their  mnsketa, 
was  answered  nnlvelj,"Ow,  just  sic  as  ane  shoots  tf«<4pss  Ana 
/oofi  with."  This  repijr  was  coosidered  as  a  contempt  of  tho 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  Provost  would  have  suffered  accord* 
inglf ,  but  that  Uie  Duke  of  Argyle  explained,  Uint  tho  oxp^ee- 
sion,  property  rendered  into  Eofiish,  meant  4vek$  and  mutr" 

t  This  gentlemffi  formed  a  strikinf  example  of  the  instabiKtjr 
of  human  prosperitj.  He  waa  once  the  wealthiest  man  of  hia 
time  in  Scotland,  a  merchant  in  an  extensive  line  of  commeree, 
and  a  farmer  of  the  public  revenue ;  insomnch  chat,  about  1S40, 
he  estimated  ^i«  fortune  at  twd  hundred  thousand  pounds  star* 
ling.  Sir  Wiltmtai  Dick  was  a  zealous  Covenanter ;  and  in  tho 
memorable  rear  1641,  he  lent  tho  Scottish  Convention  of  Estateo 
one  hundred  thousand  merks  at  once,  and  thereby  enabled  them 
to  support  and  pay  their  armr,  which  most  otherwise  have  bro- 
ken to  pieeea.  He  afterwards  advanced  SO.OOOL  for  the  serrioo 
of  Kinr  Charles^  durinr  the  usurpation ;  and  havinf .  by  owning 
the  royal  cause,  provoked  the  displMsure  of  the  nilinr  party, 
he  was  fleeced  tf  more  money,  amouutinff  in  all  toM.OOM.  star- 
line.  # 

aainff  in  this  ■Mwer  reduced  to  indifonce,  be  went  to  London 
to  try  to  recoverWme  part  of  tho  aams  which  had  been  lent  on 
fovemmont  security.  Inatead  of  teeaivinf  any  satisteotioa,  tho 
Seottiah  Cnesus  was  ttuovn  into  prison,  in  which  be  died,  ittli 
DootmbsrlltS.   It  ia  asid  his  dMUi  wtf  battsnad  by  tho  WMi 


CBAr.XViU.l 


THE  HEART  OF  MID-LOTHlAN. 


^vkea  ih^is  was  a  true  and  faithiii*  General  Assembly 
4i  the  Kirk,  vralking  hand  in  hand  with  the  real  no- 
•feSpotush-bearted  barons,  and  with  the  magistrates 
fif  Ais  and  other  towns,  gentles,  binrgesses,  and  com- 
iBsnaof  Bfl,  ranks,  seeing  with  one' eye,  hearing  with 
9Be  ear,   and  upholding  the  ark  with  their  united 
mra»teth — ^And  then  foCfc  might  sec  men  deliver  up 
tbetr  fiihrer  to  the  states*  use,  as  if  it  had'been  as 
■oekle  aolttte  stanes.   My  father  saw  them  toom  the 
sscka  of  dollars  oot  o'  ProTosi  Dick*s  window  intill 
Ae  csrta   that  carried  them  to  the  army  at  Dunse 
Law ;  and  if  ye  winna  believe  his  testimony,  there  is 
Ae  windo%v  itsell  still  standing  in  the  Luckenbooths 
—I  think  it's  a  daith-merchant's  booth  the  day*— at 
ihe  aim  stanchells,  five  doors  abune  Gossford's  Close. 
-  Pttt  no^v  we  haena  sic  spirit  amang  us;  we  think 
■nir  afttout  the  warst  wally-draigle  in  our  ain  byre, 
fban  about  the  blessing  which  the  angel  of  the  cove- 
nant gave  to  the  Patriarch  even  at  Peniel  and  Maha- 
BainL,  or  the  binding  obligation  df  our  national  vows ; 
and  we  ^jvad  rather  gie  a  pund  Scots  to  buy  an  unguent 
•o  dear  our  auld  ranneli-trees  and  our  beds  a  the 
Eoidiah  bugs  as  they  ca'  them,  than  we  wad  gie  a 
plaA  to  rid  the  land  of  the  swarm  of  Arminian  cater- 
ptUara^  Socinian  pismires,  and  deisticai  Miss  Katies, 
ibat  use  ascended  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  to  plague 
ibia  dprerae,  insidious,  and  lukewarm  generation." 
It  nappeoed  to  Davie  Deans  on  this  occasion  as  it 
kas  done  to  many  .other  habitual  orators ;  when  once 
be  became  embarked  on  his  favourite  subject,  the 
«iT«am  of  his  own  enthusiasm  carried  him  forward 
in  apiteof  his  mental  distress,  while  his  well-exercised 
memory  supplied  him  amply  with  all  the  types  and 
txopea  of  rhetonc  peculiar  to  his.8ect  and  cause. 

Mr.  MiddlebuTgh  contented  himself  with  answering 
*  Ail  this  may  be  verv  truci  my  fiiend  |  but,  as  you  said 
joat  now,  I.  have  nothing  to  say  to  it  at  present,  either 
one  way  or  other.— You  have  two  daughters,  I  think, 
Mr.  DeansT' 

The  old  man  winced,  as  one  whose  smarting  sore 
m  aoddenlv  gaUed ;  bat  instandy  composed  himself^ 
peaaraed  the  work  which,  in  the  heat  of  his  decla- 
■lation,  he  bad  laid  down,  and  answered  with  sullea 
leaohition,  "  Ae  daughter,  sir— only  aru." 

^  I  understand  you,"  said  Mr.  Middleburgh;  "tou 
have  only  one  daughter  here  at  home  with  you— but 
this  unfortunate  girl  who  is  a  prisoner— she  is,  I 
Ibink,  your  youngest  d»ighter  1" 

The  Presbyterian  sternly  raised  his  eyes.  **  After 
die  wodd,  and  according  to  the  flesh,  she  xm  my 
daughter;  but  when  she  b^me  achiki  of  Belial,  and 
a  contpany-keeper,  and  a  trader  in  guilt  and  iniquity, 
tkke  ceased  to  be  a  oaim  of  mine." 

"  Alas,  Mr.  Deans,"  said  Middleburgh,  sitting  down 
by  him,  and  endeavonring  to  take  his  hand,  which  the 
■Id  man  proudly  withdrew,  "  we  are  ourselves  all  sin- 
ners; and  the  errors  of  our  ofTspring,  as  they  ought 
Mot  to  surprise  us,  being  the  portion  which  they  derive 
of  a  common  portion  of  corruption  inherited  ttirough 
SB,  so  they  do  not  entitle  us  to  cast  tliem  off  because 
dii^  have  lost  themselves." 

*^Sir,"  said  Deans,  ihnpatiently,  "  I  ken  a*  that  as 
weet  as— I  mean  to  say,"  he  resumed,  checking  the 
irritation  he  felt  at  being  schooled,— a  discipline  of 
the  mind,  which  those  most  ready  to  bestow  it  on 
others,  do  themselves  most  reluctantly  submit  to 
receive—"  I  mean  to  say,  that  what  ye  observe  may 
be  just  and  reasonable— But  I  hae  nac  freedom  to 
tnter  into  my  ain  private  affairs  wi*  strangers— And 
BOW,  in  this  great  national  emergency,  when  there's 
the  Porteous*  Act  has  come  doun  frae  London,  that 
ii  a  deeper  blow  to  this  poor  siufu*  kingdom  and  suf- 

of  common  necesmrie*.  But  thii  statement  is  somewtMt  exar- 
ftnieA,  if  it  t>e  trve,  as  is  commonly  sai^i  that  thoarh  he  whs 
•ut  nini4i#;d  with  bread,  lie  had  pleatr  of  pte-enist,  tlieooe  called 
"Sir  William  Dick's  necessity." 

Ttie  chances  of  fortune  are  oummemoratcd  in  a  folio  pamphlet 
entitled,  **  The  lomenublo  state  of  the  deceased  Sir  Wilhem 
ftiek."  ft  oontains  several  copper- plates,  one  representing  Sir 
Villiaffl  on  horsebadc,  and  attended  vrith  guards  as  Lord  Pro- 
vost of  Bdinborgh,  superiiUendinr  the  unloading  of  one  of  his 
fkhaifosies.  A  second  exhibiting  him  as  arrested,  and  in  the 
hands  of  ttte  bafliflh.  A  third  presents  him  dead  in  prison.  The 
aaet  is  esteemed  highly  valuable  bycolleetors  of  prints.  The 
eat/  eoof  I  ever  saw  upon  sale,  was  rated  at  802. 

I  thlDk  ao  too— But  if  the  reader  be  eariotti,  h  najrcOQiult 
'  TraditiJM  of  EdialHirf h. 


fenng  kirk,  than  ony  that  has  been  heard  of  since  tha 
foul  and  fatal  Teat—at  a  time  like  this" 

"But,  goodman,"  interrupted  Mr.  Middleburgh, 
"  you  must  think  of  vour  own  household  first,  or  else 
you  are  worse  even  tlian  the  infidel's." 

"I  tell  ye,  Bailie  Middleburgh,"  retorted  David 
Deans,  "  if  ye  be  a  bailie,  as  there  is  little  honour  in 
bein^  ane  in  these  evil  days— I  tell  ye,  1  heard  the 
graciOus  Saunders Peden— I  wotna  whan  it  was;  but 
It  was  in  killing  time,  when  the  plowers  were  drawing 
alang  their  furrows  on  the  back  of  the  Kirk  of  Scot- 
land—I  heard  him  tell  his  hearers,  gude  and  waled 
Christians  they  were  too,  that  some  o  them  wad  greet 
mair  for  a  bit  drowned  calf  or  stirk,  than  for  a  the 
de^tions  and  oppressions  of  the  day ;  and  that  they 
were  some  o*  them  thinking  o'  ae  thin$r  some  o' 
anither,  and  there  was  Lady  Hundleslope  thinking  o' 
greeting  Jock  at  the  fireside!  And  the  lady  confessed 
in  ray  hearing,  that  a  drow  of  anxiety  had  come  ower 
her  lor  her  son  that  she  had  left  at  hame  weak  of  a 
decayl— And  what  wad  he  hae  said  of  me,  if  I  had 
ceased  to  think  of  the  gude  cause  for  a  cast-^way— a 
—It  kills  me  to  think  of  what  she  is !" 

"  But  the  life  of  your  child,  goodman— think  of  that 
—if  her  life  could  oe  saved^'  said  Middleburgh. 

*'Her  lifel"  exclaimed  David— "I  wadna  gie  ane 
o'  my  gray  hairs  for  her  life,  if  her  gude  name  be  gnne 
—And  yet,"  said  he,  relenting  and  retracting  as  ho 
spoke,,  "  I  wad  make  the  niffer,  Mr.  Middleburgh— I 
wad  gie  a'  these  gray  hairs  that  she  has  brought  to 
shame  and  sorrow— I  wad  gie  the  auld  head  thej^ 
grow  on  for  her  life,  and  that  she  might  hae  time  to 
amend  and  retuiii,  for  what  hae  the  wicked  beyond 
the  breath  of  their  nostrils?— But  I'll  never  see  her 
mair.— No !— that— that  I  am  determined  in— Fll  ne- 
ver see  her  mair !"  His  Ups  continued  to  move  for  a 
mhiute  after  his  voice  ceased  to  be  heard,  as  if  ha 
were  repeating  the  same  vow  internally. 

"  Welir8ir,''^said Mr.  Middleburgh,  "I  ^)eak  to  you 
as  a  man  of  sense :  if  you  would  save  your  daughter's 
life,  you  must  use  human  means." 

"I  understand  what  you  mean;  but  Mr.  Novit 
who  is  the  procurator  and  doer  of  an  honourable  per- 
son, the  Laird  of  Dumbiedikes,  is  to  do  what  carnal 
wisdom  can  do  for  her  in  the  circumstances.  Mysell 
am  not  clear  to  trinquet  and  traffic  wi'  courts  o'  jus- 
tice, as  they  are  now  constituted ;  I  have  a  tenderness 
and  scruple  in  my  mind  anent  them." 

"  That  is  to  say,"  said  Middleburgh,  "  that  yon  are 
a  Cameronian,  and%>  not  acknowledge  the  authoritv 
of  our  courts  of  judicature,  or  present  governmsnt  f 

"  Sir,  under  your  favour.**  replied  Dav»d.  who  was 
too  proud  of  his  own  polemical  knowledge,  to  call 
himself  the  follower  of  any  one,  "  ye  take  me  up  be- 
fore I  fall  down.  I  canna  see  why  I  suld  be  termed 
a  Cameronian,  especially  now  that  ye  hae  given  the 
name  of  that  famous  and  savoury  sufferer,  not  only 
until  a  regimental  band  of  souldiers,  whereof,  I  am 
told  many  can  now  curse^swear,  and  use  profano 
language,  as  fast  as  ever  Richard  Cameron  could 
preach  or  pray ;  but  also  because  ye  have,  in  as  far  as 
It  is  in  your  power,  rendered  that  martyr's  name  vain 
and  contempdble,  by  pipe&  drums,  and  fifes,  playing 
the  vain  carnal  spring,  called  the  Cameronian  Rant, 
which  too  many  professors  of  religion  dance  to— a 
practice  maist  unbecoming  a  professor  to  dance  to 
any  tune  whatsoever,  more  eroecially  promiscuously, 
that  is,  with  the  female  sex.t  A  brutish  fashion  it 
is,  whilk  is  the  beginning  of  defecrion  with  many,  as 
I  may  hae  as  muckle  cause  as  maist  folk  to  testify.^' 

"  Well,  but,  Mr.  Deans,"  replied  Mr.  Middleburgh. 
"  I  only  meant  to  say  that  you  were  a  Cameronian, 
or  MacMillanite,  one  of  the  society  people,  in  short, 
who  think  it  inconsistent  to  take  oaths  under  a  go  • 
vemment  where  the  Covenant  is  not  ratified." 

'*  Sir,"  replied  the  controversialist,  who  forgot  even 
his  present  distress  in  such  discussions  as  these. 
**  you  cannot  fickle  me  sae  easily  as  you  do  opine.  I 
am  not  a  MacMUlanite,  or  a  Russelite,  or  a  Hamilto- 
nian,  or  a  Harleyite,  or  a  Howdenite§— I  will  be  led 
by  the  nose  by  none— I  take  my  name  as  a  Christian 

«  See  Life  of  Peden,  p.  ill. 
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from  no  yeestl  of  clay.  I  have  my  own  principles 
and  practice  (0  onawurfor,  nnd  nm  an  liiiiiibit? pleader 
for  tlie  glide  auld  cnu^e  in  a  lf^;il  way:' 
»  "  That  is  to  eay,  Mr.  Dcnns,"  siiid  3Iiddlebtirch, 
"that  yoii  arc  a  Dtanitc,  and  have  opinions  peculiar 
to  ymirseif.*' 

*'  It  may  ploa«e  you  to  say  snr."  paid  David  Deans ; 
*'  hut  I  have  maintained  my  testimony  Ix-fore  as  ;freal 
folk,  and  in  sharper  times ;  and  thongh  I  will  neither 
exalt  niy!=elf  nor  pull  down  others,  I  wish  every  man 
and  woman  in  this  land  had  ktrpt  the  true  testimony, 
nnd  tho  middle  and  straiu'ht  path,  as  it  were,  on  the 
ridcre  of  a  hill,  where  wind  and  water  shears,  avoid- 
ing; riiiht-haud  snares  and  extremes,  and  left-hand 
w^ay-slidin^s,  as  wet-1  as  Johnny  Dodds  of  Farthing's 
Aefe,  and  ae  man  mair  that  shall  l>e  namol'.ss." 

"1  suppose,"  replied  the  magistrate,  "that  is  as 
munh  as  t/>  say,  tliat  Jcihnny  Dodds  of  Farthing's 
Acre,  and  David  Deans  of  St.  Leonard's,  consntuie 
tite  only  members  of  the  true,  real,  unsophisticated 
Kirk  of  Scotland?'' 

"God  forbid  that  I  suld  make  sic  a  vain-glorious 
BP'.'erh,  when  there  are  sne  mony  professini;  Christ- 
inns  I"  answered  David;  "but  this  I  maun  say,  that 
all  wv.n  ai:i  according  to  their  gifts  and  their  grace, 
sae  that  it  is  nae  marvel  that'' 

"This  is  all  very  fine,"  interruptini  Mr.  Middle- 
burgh;  "but  I  have  no  time  to  spend  in  hearing  it. 
The  matter  in  hand  is  this— I  have  directed  a  cita- 
tion to  be  lodgpfl  in  your  daughter's  hands— If  she 
appf'ars  on  the  day  of  trial  and  gives  evidence,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  she  may  save  her  sister's  life— if, 
fn)ni  any  constr.iined  scniples  about  the  legality  of 
her  performing  thcolRceof  an  atfLCtionate  sister  and 
a  goo<l  subject,  by  appearing  in  a  court  held  imdtr 
thi*  authority  of  the  law  and  covi  rnim^nt,  you  become 
the  moans  of  deterring  her  from  the  discharge  of  this 
duty.  I  mu:*t  say,  thoush  the  truth  may  sou  lid  harsh 
ill  vour  ear.*,  that  vou  who  gave  life  to  this  unhapi»y 
girl,  will  become  the  means  of  her  losing  it  by  u  pre- 
mnture  and  violent  tleatb." 

Sn  saying,  Mr.  Middleburgh  turned  to  leave  him. 

"  Hide  awec — bide  awee,  Mr.  Middlebunrh,"  said 
Doans.  in  gr^at  p<»rplexity  and  distress  of  mind  ;  but 
;ne  Bailie,  who  was  imibablv  sensible  that  protracted 
iiiscussion  miirht  diminish  the  effect  of  his  best  and 
most  fi>reible  ar;nim'jiit,  took  a  hasty  leave,  and  de- 
clintd  iMteriug  further  into  the  controversy. 

D.vins  sunk  down  upon  his  seat  stunncsi  with  a 
variety  uf  confticling  emotions. /tt  had  be«;n  a  grirat 
norrcc  of  controversy  among  ihopo  holding  his  opi- 
nions in  relidous  mattery  how  far  the  govern mrnt 
which  succi''d«Hl  the  Revolution  trould  be,  without 
ein.  acknowledged  by  true  presbytjiians,  scing  that 
It  did  not  recoirniwi  the  gn-at  national  testimony  of 
the  Swionm  Ljn-uo  and  (/')vruiint  ?  And  laiti  rly, 
x\\i)<v  aizn-f'ini:  in  iliis  gt-neral  doctrini*.  and  assuming 
the  -oiMidiu-.^  title  of  the  anti-popi^'h,  anti-pre'atie, 
an'i-erasfinti,  anii-sectarian,  tntc  pre.'byti  rian  n-m- 
nant,  were  chvidjid  into  many  p<'tty  sifs  among 
ihemsr-lyo,  evi?n  os  to  th(;  exit  lit  oi  submission  to 
the  existing  laws  ami  ruli-rs,  whi<h  c<jnstituted  such 
on  acknowh-dzmi  nt  as  amounted  to  sin. 

At  a  very  stormy  and  tumidtuous  meeting,  held  in 
iriS2,  to  discuss  these  important  and  delicate  points, 
the  testimonies  of  th»'  faithful  ftw  were  found  utrrrly 
inconMistent  with  each  other.*  Tiie  jilacc  wht-re  this 
ci>iiference  took  plncc  was  rirmarkaldy  well  adapted  . 
for  such  an  assembly.  It  was  a  wWd  and  very  se- 
queaterctl  dell  in  Tweiddale,  surrounded  by  high  bills, 
and  far  remote  from  human  habitation.  .A  small  ri- 
ver, or  rather  a  mountaMi  tornnt,  called  the  Talla, 
brinks  flown  the  glen  with  great  fury,  dashing  suc- 
i'.'!*sivelyovernnumbi,rof  small  cascades,  which  has 
jiioeurr.i]  the  spot  th<;  name  of  Talla-Linns.  Hj.re 
the  leaders  among  the  scattered  adherents  to  the  Co- 

•  'nii!imiKirknliIi*rriiivocation  look  ji!ai^  iipon  ICtli  Junf,  16^.*, 
niiii  an  uc'^uuiit  utW*  i-o'ifu-eil  and  .Iivi-im*  |iror«wMlinp«  mnvbif 
iiiuiid  in  .Mirliai'l  rilii.-IilV  F*intlii'iil  C^inti-iKlinL'.*  nM<lart>i<,  rjlan- 
jfMW  iT-^ii,  p.  'Jl.  It  ittr.inlN  n  ikiniriiinr  and  iwlaiH:luilyrxuin;^lo 
h*»ir  murli  n  m-rflf»)iv»iiMl  anU  imli-iii'-nl  t-ymX  Imd  rnpt  m 
m'/.fnirii  tht-i.'  uiiU>niity  >.inT"U!T.-i.  si\ut\  inn\t\  ^o  i.rinv  n-nl  injii- 
^rtr  M///r/»  Ihf'yiiiiJ  to  ^u,t:,,n.  liuj  ««T,-  di>|Mi|i0d  to  add  i.\\*- 

laL^ri2Lf^lli""""  '^""rvrniug  lUe  cimncUit  ond  exleut  of 


venant,  men  who.  in  their  bani*hmint  from  human 
sfx:iety,  and  in  ttie  recollection  of  the  suvtriiits  to 
which  they  had  beenixpostd,  had  berome  at  onc0 
sullen  in  their  tempers,  uud  fantattticin  their  rtligious 
opinions,  met  with  arms  in  tiieir  hands,  and  by  the 
side  of  the  torrent  discussed,  with  a  turbulence  which 
the  noise  of  the  stream  could  not  dro^%n,  points  of 
controversy  as  empty  and  unsubatantial  aa»  its  foam. 

It  was  fne  fixed  judgment  of  most  of  the  meetuig, 
that  all  payment  of  cess  or  tribute  to  the  cxistin;;  go- 
vernment was  utterly  unlawful,  and  a  sacrificing  to 
idols.  About  other  impositions  and  degret.i  of  sub- 
mission there  were  various  opinions;  and  pirhaps  it 
is  the  best  illustration  of  the  spirit  of  iIk^si-  military 
fathers  of  the  churtrh  to  say,  that  while  all  alluwtd  it 
was  impious  to  pay  the  cess  employed  for  maiiitam- 
ing  the  standing  army  and  militia,  thi^re  was  a  fiirca 
controversy  on  the  lawfulness  of  payin}^  the  duiics 
levied  at  ports  and  bridges,  for  maintaining  roada 
and  other  n«?cessary  nnrposes ;  that  there  wire  s..>iii6 
who,  repugnant  to  muse  impfjsts  for  turnpikes  and 
postages.  Were  nevertheless  free  in  conscience  to 
make  payment  of  the  usual  freight  at  public  ferries, 
and  that  a  person  of  exceeding  and  punctilious  2eaC 
James  Russel,  one  of  the  slayers  of  the  Archbishop 
of  St.  Andrews,  had  givin  his  ttstimony  wii^in^at. 
warmth  even  against  this  last  faint  shade  of  Vf^ic- 
tion  to  constituted  authority.  This  ardent  anu 'en- 
lightened person  and  his  iollowers  had  also  great 
.scruples  about  the  lawfulness  of  b(  stowing  ilie  ordi- 
nary' names  uoon  the  days  of  the  wctk  and  the  monthi 
of  the  year,  which  savoured  in  their  n(»strils  so  btrong- 
ly  of  paganism,  that  ot  length  they  arrived  at  iii« 
conclusion  that  ihey  who  owned  such  names  as  Mon- 
day, Tuesday,  January.  FVbruarj',  nnd  so  forth,  *'s*rrv 
ed  themselves  heirs  to  the  same,  if  not  greater  rsmiAh 
ment,  than  had  been  denounced  against  the  iuoiatei:t 
of  old.'/ 

David  Deans  bad  bten  presmt  on  this  memorabk 
occasion,  although  too  young  t(»  l>e  a  speaker  aiiio:).:; 
the  polemical  c<*mbalants.  His  brain,  however,  iiod 
U>en  thoroughly  lieated  by  the  rmise,  clannMir,  aiiil 
metaphysical  insrenuitv  of  the  discussion,  and  it  was 
a  controversy  to  which  his  mind  had  often  rclu;n.-d; 
and  though  he  carefully  dis'^uised  his  vacdlation  !>..•:» 
others,  and  perhaps  from  himsilf,  he  harl  never  been 
able  to  come  to  any  preci.^^e  line  of  dfx:ision  on  the 
subjct't.  In  fact,  his  natur.il  s'lise  had  acted  as  a 
counterpoise  to  his  controversial  zeal.  He  was  by 
no  means  plraj^i.d  with  the  quiet  and  iridifT.rent  iiiau- 
ner  in  which  King  William's  government  slurR-<l 
ov(.'r  the  irrors  of  tii^  times,  when,  far  from  rcloring 
the  pn  sbyterijoi  kirk  to  its  foruiir  supremacy,  they 
passtid  an  act  of  oblivion  even  to  those  who  had  b''en 
US  TKisi  colors,  and  htrstowed  on  many  of  them  ti- 
iKs,  favours,  and  enji.loynurits.  When,  in  tiit:  first 
(Semral  Ass<'mhly  whiili  sncci^ded  the  Revolution, 
an  overture  was  luaile  for  the  revival  of  t|je  Lea;:-i6 
and  Covenant,  it  w:i.s  with  horror  that  Douce  D:i\ia 
heard  the  proposal  eliidLil  by  the  men  of  carnal  wi: 
and  policy,  a-  he  caih  .1  th»iu,  as  being  inapplicable 
to  the  pre.«ient  tinii  -*,  anrl  ni»t  fnlliiig  uncler  iMe  mo- 
dem nmdel  of  the  church.  The  reitrhof  Qmen  Ani^" 
had  iucn^ascd  his  convictuui,  that  the R(  volution  co- 
vernment  was  not  one  of  the  true  presbyKrian  com 

Idexion.  I'ut  then,  mori.'  s*  n.^ihle  than  "tiie  bigots  o* 
lis  sect,  he  did  not  confound  th>.>  moderation  a!id  to> 
lerance  »if  these  two  ni^'n.'^  with  the  a<Mive  tyrannv 
and  oppn.-s-i-ion  exercised  in  those  of  ("liarles  il.  and 
James  II.  Thcpp>l»yt»'rian  form  of  religion,  ihouyb 
deprived  of  the  weiglit  formerly  attached  to  iu*  sen- 
tences of  excommunication,  and  comr-elKwl  totolernid 
th»;  co-ex isttmce  of  ei>i*"topacy.  and  of  p«'cis  of  vari- 
ous descriptions,  was  still  the  National  Church  :  and 
though  the  glory  of  the  si.'c<uid  templi^  wps  far  infe- 
rior to  that  which  bad  flourished  fn^m  1030  till  the 
battle  of  Dunbar,  still  il  was  a  strui  lure  thai,  want- 
ing the  strength  and  the  t(rrors,  retainid  at  least  ths 
form  aiul  symmi  iry,  of  the  original  modil.  Then 
came  the  insurn.-ction  in  171.\  nnd  David  Deans'a 
horror  for  the  revival  of  the  popish  and  prelatical  fac- 
tion reconciled  him  gri-atly  to  the  government  of 
King  OcoT^^c,  ft\vVo\vi\\\\e  u^ntNcAvVv^v  \Vv^t.  monarch 
I  mi{^t  be  fiuav^cxcdL  ol  ^  \«An[\x\4  >a.ik\A  IbxvtfAaian^ 
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itt  ihort  moved  hj  so  many  diflbront  ooitsideratioiiB, 
he  htd  snifted  his  cround  at  different  tim^  ooncem- 
'aig  dw  decree  of  freedom  which  he  felt  in  adopting 
Bay  act  of  immediate  acknowledgment  or  submission 
to  the  firesait  government,  which,  however  mild  and 
Mtemal,  was  still  uncovenanted ;  and  now  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  by  the  most  powerful  motive  con- 
osvable*  to  authorise  his  daashter'B  saving  testimony 
ii  a  court  of  justice,  which  all  who  nave  oeen  since 
called  Cameronians  accounted  a  step  of  lamentable 
and  direct  defeotton.  The  voice  of  nature,  however, 
exclaioied  loud  in  his  bosom  against  the  dictates  of 
fuatictsm;  and  his  imagination,  fertile  in  the  solu- 
mm  of  polemical  difficulueis,  devised  an  expedient  for 
extricating  himself  from  thefearful  dilemma,  in  which 
be  saw^  on  the  one  side,  a  fhlling  off  from  principle, 
and,  OR  (he  other,  a  scene  from  which  a  father's 
thowhts  could  not  but  turn  in  shuddering  horror. 
**  I  nave  been  constant  and  unchanged  in  my  tes- 
y,"  said  David  Deans :  "  but  then  who  has  said 


a  of  oie,  that  I  have  judged  my  neighbour  over 
dosely.  because  he  hath  nad.  more  freedom  in  his 
walk  than  I  have  found  in  niine?  I  never  was  a 
tc^iaraast,  nor  for  quarrelling  with  tender  souls  about 
BUBt,  cnmmm,  or  other  thelesser  tithes.  Mjr  daughter 
JeaB  may  have  a  light  in  this  subject  that  is  hid  frae 
Biy  aokl  een~it  is  laid  on  her  conscience,  and  not  on 
aunc— If  she  hath  freedom  to  gang  before  this  judi- 
eaiory,  and  hold  up  her  hand  for  this  poor  cast-away, 
sorel/Iwill  not  say  she  steppeth  over  her  bounds; 

and  u  not** He  paused  in  nis  mental  argument, 

wtule  a  pang  of  unutterable  anguish  convulsed  his 
features,  yet,  shaking  it  off.  he  firmly  resumed  the 
strain  of  nis  reasomng— "  And  if  Nor—God  forbid 
that  she  should  go  into  defection  at  bidding  of  mine ! 
I  wunna  fret  the  tender  conscience  of  oneoaini— no, 
Bot  to  save  the  life  of  the  other.'' 

A  Roman  would  have  devoted  his  daughter  to  death 
from  different  feelings  and  motives,  but  not  upon  a 
!  hooic  principle  of  duty.     , 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

i  To  man,  in  this  hij  trial  stato, 

The  pririleg^  to  given, 
Wlien  toar.  bjr  tide«  of  human  fate, 
To  anchor  fut  on  lieaven.— Watts's  ^nns. 

It  was  with  a  firm  step  that  Deans  sought  his 
daughter's  apartment,  determined  to  leave  her  to  the 
bght  of  her  own  conscience  in  the  dubious  point  of 
casoistrr  in  which  he  supposed  herto.be  plat^. 

The  little  room  had  been  the  sleeping  apartment 
of  both  sisters,  and  there  still  stood  there  a  small 
occasional  bed  which  had  been  made  for  Effie's  ac- 
oorantodation,  when,  complaining  of  illness,  she  had 
(iedined  to  snaiB,  as  in  nappier  times,  her  sister's 
piUow.  The  eyes  of  Deans  rested  involuntarily,  on 
eotering  the  room,  upon  this  little  couch,  with  its 
duk-green  coarse  curtains,  and  the  ideas  connected 
with  It  rose  so  thick  upon  his  soul  as  almost  to 
iacspacitate  him  from  opening  his  errand  to  his 
dughter.  Her  occupation  broke  the  ice.  He  fDund 
ner  gazing  on  a  slip  of  paper^  which  contained  a  cita- 
tion to  her  to  appear  as  a  witness  upon  nor  sistefs 
trial  in  behalf  of  the  accused.  For  the  worthy  ma- 
^istiate,  determined  to  omit  no  chance  of  doing  Effio 
justice,  and  to  leave  her  sister  no  apology  for  not 
giving  the  evidence  which  she  was  supposed  to  pos- 
ies^ had  caused  the  ordinary  citation,  or  subpcsna, 
of  die  Scottish  criminal  court,  t6  be  served  upon  her 
by  an  of&oer  during  his  conC^nce  with  David. 

This  precaution  was  so  far  favourable  to  Dean^ 
that  it  saved  him  the  pain  of  entering  upon  a  formal 
explanation  with  his  daughter;  he  only  said,  with  a 
Mllow  and  tremulous  voice,  "  I  perceive  !ye  are 
twire  of  the  matter." 

'*  O  father,  we  are  cruelly  sted  between  Grod's  laws 
•nd  nian*s  laws,— What  shall  we  do  1— What  can 
we  do?" 

Jeanie,  it  must  be  observed  had  no  hesitation 
whatever  about  the  mere  act  of  appearing  m  a  court 
of  isatioe.  She  might  have  heand  the  poiut  discussed 
by  kerfother  mors  than  once ;  but  we  have  already 
oouoBd,  that  she  waa  acciiitom«d  to  listen  with«  re- 


verence to  much  which  bfae  was  incapable  of  under- 
standing, and  that  subtle  arguments of^casuistry  found 
her  a  patient  but  unedified  hearer.  Upon  receiving 
the  citation^  therefore,  her  thoughts  did  not  turn  upon 
the  >chimencal  scruples  which  alarmed  her  father's 
mind,  but  to  the  language  which  had  been  held  to 
her  by  the  stranger  at  Muscbat's  Cairn.  In  a  word, 
she  never  doubted  but  she  was  to  be  dragged  forwera 
into  the  court  of  justice,  in  order  to  place  her  in  the 
cruel  position  of  either  sacrificing  her  sister  by  telling 
the  truth,  or  committing  perjury  in  order  to  save  her 
life.  And  so  strongly  aid  her  thoughts  run  in  this 
channel,  that  she  applied  her  father's  words,  "Ye 
are  aware  of  the  matter,"  to  his  acquaintance  with 
the  advice  that  had  been  so  fearfully  enforced  upon 
her.  She  looked  up  with  anxious  surprise,  not  uw- 
mingled  with  a  east  of  horror,  which  his  next  words, 
as  she  interpreted  and  applied  them,  were  not  quali- 
fied to  remove. 

"  Daughter,"  said  David,  "  it  has  ever  been  my 
mind,  that  in  things  of  ane  Attubtful  and  controver- 
sial nature,  ilk  Christian's  conscience  suld  be  hisain 
guide—Wherefore  descend  into  yourself,  tryjipur  ain 
mind  with  sufnciency  of  soul  exercise,  and^as  you 
sail  finally  find  yourself  clear  to  do  in  this  matter- 
even  so  be  it." 

"  But,  father,"  said  Jeanie,  whose  mind  revolted  at 
the  construction  which  she  naturally  put  upon  his  lan- 
guage, "can  thi^-THie  be  adoubtfiil  or  controversial 
matter?— Mind  father,  the  ninth  command—'  Thou 
shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbour." 

David  Deans  paused )  for  still  applying  her  speech 
to  his  preconceived  difficulties,  it  seemed  to  him,  as  it 
8h6j  a  woman,  and  a  sister,  was  scarce  entitled  to  be 
scrupulous  upon  this  occasion,  where  h^  a  man,  ex- 
ercised in  the  testimonies  of  that  testifying  period, 
had  given  indirect  countenance  to  her  following  wha' 
must  have  been  the  natural  dictates  of  her  own  feel- 
ings. But  he  kept  firm  his  purpose,  until  his  eyes 
involuntarily  ftsted  upon  the  little  settle-bed,  and  re- 
called the  form  of  the  child  of  his  old  age.  as  she 
sate  upon  it,  pale,^  emaciated,  and  broken-hearted. 
His  mmd,  as  the  picture  arose  before  him,  involun- 
tarily conceived,  and  his  tongue  involuntarilyuttered — 
but  in  a  tone  how  different  from  his  usual  dogmaticnl 
predsion !— arguments  for  the  course  of  conduct  likely 
to  ensure  his  child's  safety. 

"  Daughter,"  he  said,  "I  did  not  say  that  your  path 
was  tree  from  stumbling— and,  questionless,  this  act 
may  be  in  the  opini(^3i  some  a  transgression,  since 
he  who  beareth  witnKs  unlawfully,  and  against  his 
conscience,  doth  in  some  sort  bear  false  witness 
against  his  neighbour.  Yet  in  matters  of  compliance, 
the  guilt  lieth  not  in  the  compliance  sae  muckle,  as 
in  tne  mind  and  conscience  of  him  that  doth  compiy ; 
and,  therefore,  although  my  testimony  hath  not  been 
spared  upon  public  detections,  I  haena  felt  freedom  to 
separate  mysell  from  the  communion  of  many  who 
have  been  clear.to  hear  those  ministers  who  havo 
taken  the  fatal  indulgence  because  they  m%ht  get 
good  of  them^  though  1  could  not."       * 

When  David  had  proceeded  thus  fat,  his  oonscienco 
reproved  him,  that  he  might  be  indirecdy  undermin- 
ing the  purity  of  his  daughter's  faith,  and  smoothing 
the  way  for  her  falling  off  from  strictness  of  principle. 
He,  therefore,  suddenly  stopped,  and  changed  his 
.tone :— "  Jeanie,  I  perceive  that  our  vile  affections, — 
so  I  call  them  in  respect  of  doing  the  will  of  our  Fa- 
ther,—cHng  too  heavily  to  n^e  m  this  hour  of  trying 
sorrow,  to  permit  me  to  keep  sight  of  my  ain  duty,  or 
to  airt  yoju  to  yours.  I  will  speak  nae  mair  anent 
this  over-trying  matter.— Jeanie,  if  ye  can,  wi'  God 
and  gude  conscience^  speak  in  favoiu-  of  this  puir  un- 
happy"—(here  his  voice  faltered)—"  She  is  your  sister 
in  the  flesh— worthless  and  cast  away  as  she  is,  sho 
is  the  dau^ter  of  a  saint  in  heaven,  that  was  a  mo- 
ther to  you,  Jeanie,  in  place  of  your  ain— but  if  ye 
arena  free  in  conscience  to  speak  lor  her  in  the  court 
of  judicatupe,  follow  your  conscience,  Jeanie,  and  let 
God's  will  be  done."  Af^er  this  adjuration  be  left  tho 
apartment,  and  his  daughter  remained  in  a  sta'e  of 
great  distress  and  perplexity. 

It  would  have  been  no  small  addition  to  tho  tor- 
rows  of.  David  Deans,  eten  in  this  eztrsmity  of  suf 
6* 
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fbring,  had  be  known  that  hi^  daughter  wi 
ing  the  casuistical  arguments  which  he  had  been 
using,  not  in  the  sense  of  a  permission  to  follow  her 
own  opinion  on  a  dubious  and  disputed  point  of  con- 
troversy, but  rather  as  an  encouragement  to  transgress 
one  of  those  divine  commandments  which  Christians 
of  all  sects  and  denominations  unite  in  holding  most 
Bacred. 

"  Can  this  be  7"  s^id  Jeanie^as  the  door  closed  on 
her  father—"  Can  taese  be  his  words  that  I  have 
heard,  or  has  the  Enemy  taken  his  voice  and  features 
to  give  weight  unto  the  counsel  which  causeth  to 
pensh  I—A  sister's  life,  and  a  father  pointing  out  how 
to-  save  it !— O  God  deliver  me !— this  is  a  fearfu' 
temptation." 

Roaming  from  thought  to  thought,  she  at  one  time 
imagined  her  father  understood  the  ninth  command- 
ment literally,  as  prohibiting  false  witness  agairui 
our  neighbour,  without  extending  the  denunciation 
against  falsehood  uttered  in /ovour  of  the  criminal. 
But  her  clear  and  unagtmisticated  power  of  discri- 
minating between  goodand  evil,  instantly  rejected  an 
mterpretation  so  limited,  and  so  unworthy  of  the 
Autlior  of  the  law.  She  remaiiied  in  a  state  of  the 
most  agitating  terror  and  uncertainty— afraid  to  com- 
municate her  thoughts  freely  to  her  fhiher,  lest  she 
should  draw  forth  an  opinion  with  which  she  could 
not  comply,— wrung  with  distress  on  her  sister's  ac- 
count, rendered  the  more  acute  by  reflecting  that  the 
means  of  saving  her  were  in  her  power,  but  were 
such  as  her  conscience  prohibited  her  from  using, — 
tossed,  in  short,  hke  a  vessel '  in  an  opeii  roadstead 
during  a  storm,  and,  like  that  vessel,  resting  on  one 
only  sure  cahle  and  anchor,— faith  in  rrovidenoe,  and 
a  resolution  to  discharge -her  duty. 

Butler's  affection  and  strong  sense  of  religion  would 
have  been  her  principal  support  in  these  distressing 
circumstances,  out  he  was  still  under  restraint,  which 
did  not  permit  him  to  come  to  St.  Leonard's  Crags ; 
and  her  distresses  were  of  a  nature,  which,  with  her 
indifferent  habits  of  scholarship,  she  found  it  impos- 
sible to  express  in  writing.  She  was  therefore  com- 
pelled to  trust  for  guidance  to  her  own  imassisted 
sense  of  what  was  right  or  wrong.  ^ 

It  was  not  the  least  of  Jeanie's  distresses,  that,  al- 
though she  hoped  and  beUeved  her  sister  to  be  inno- 
cent, she  had  not  the  means  of  receiving  that  assur- 
ance from  her  own  mouth. 

The  double-dealing  of  RatclifTe  in  the  matter  of 
Robertson  had  not  prevented  b||  being  rewarded,  as 
double-dealers  frequently  have  Ven,  with  favour  and 
preferment.  Sharpitlaw,  who  found  in  him  some- 
thing of  a  kindred  genius,  had  been  intercessor  in  his 
behalf  with  the  magistrates,  and  the  circumstance  of 
his  having  voluntarily  remained  in  the  prison,  when 
the  doors  were  forced  by  the  mob,  would  have  made 
it  a  hard  measure  to  take  the  life  which  he  had  such 
easy  means  of  saving.  He  received  a  full  pardon ; 
and  soon  afterwards,  James  RatclifTe,  the  greatest 
thief  and  housebreaker  in  Scotland,  was,  upon  the 
faith,  pcrhapsf  of  an  ancient  proverb,  selected  as  a 
person  to  be  intrusted  with  the  custody  of  other  de- 
lincuents. 

When  RatclifTe  was  thus  placed  in  a  confidential 
situation,  he  was  repeatedly  applied  to  by  the  sapient 
Saddletree  and  others,  who  took  some  interest  in  the 
Deans'  family,  to  procure  an  interview  between  the 
sisters;  but  the  magistrates,  who  were  extremely 
anxious  for  the  apprehension  of  Robertson,  had  given 
strict  orders  to  the  contrary,  hoping  that,  by  keeping 
thorn  separate,,  they  might,  trom  the  one  or  the  other, 
extract  some  informauon  respiting  that  fugitive. 
On  this  subject  Jeanie  had  nothing  to  tell  them :  She 
informed  Bf  r.  Middleburgh,  that  she  knew  nothing  of 
Robertson,  except  having  met  him  that  night  by  ap- 
pointment to  give  her  some  advice  respecting  her 
sis^^s  concern,  the  purport  of  which,  she  said,  was 
betwixt  God  and  her  conscience.  Of  his  motions, 
purposes,  or  plans,  past,  present,  or  future,  she  knew 
nothing,  and  so  had  nothing  to  commimicate. 

Effie  was  equally  silent,  though  from  a  different 
cause.  It  was  in  vain  that  they  ofTered  a  commuta- 
tion and  alleviation  of  her  punishment,  and  even  a 
free  pardon*  if  she  would  MMubes  what  she  knew  of 


her  lover.  She  answered  eriy  with  taais;  rnilss^ 
when  at  times  driven  into  pettish  sulkiness  by  thm 
persecu  tion  of  the  interrogators,  she  made  them  aoropt 
and  disrespectful  answers. 

At  length,  after  her  trial  had  been  delayed  for 
many  weeks,  in  hopes  she  might  be  indacsd  to  spealt 
out  on  a  subject  infinitely  more  intere»tiag  to  the 
magistracy  than  her  own  guilt  or  innocence,  their 
patience  was  worn  out  and  even  Mr.  Middkburgh 
finding  no  ear  lent  to  further  intercession  in  her  be- 
half^ the  day  was  fixed  for  the  trial  to  proceed. 

It  was  now,  and  not  sooner,  that  SfaaipitUw,  rs* 
collecting  his  promise  to  E&e  Deans,  or  rather  beinp 
dinned  into  compliance  by  the  unceamng  remon* 
strances  of  Mrs.  Saddletree,  who  was  his  next-door 
neighbour,  and  who  declared  it  was  heathen  craelty 
to  keep  the  twa  broken-hearted  creatures  separate, 
issued  the  important  mandate,  permitting  them  to 
see  each  other, 

On  the  evemng  which  j^receded  the  eventful  day  ok 
trial,  Jeanie  was  permitted  to  see  her  siMer— an 
awful  interview,  and  ocdirring  at  a  most  distressing 
crisis.  This,  however,  formed  a  part  of  the  bitter 
cup  which  she  was  doomed  to  dnnk,  to  atone  for 
cnmes  and  follies  to  which  she  had  ik>  accession  i 
and  at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  being  the  time  appointed 
for  admission  to  the  jail,  she  went  to  meet,  for  th» 
first  time  for  several  months,  her  guilty)  errmg,  and 
most  miserable  sister,  in  that  abode  of  guilt,  error,. 
and  utter  misery. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Sweet  twter,  let  ine  live  i 
What  tin  ron  do  to  nv*  a  brother*!  life, 
Nature  dispenaaa  with  Uie  deed  w>  ftu, 
That  it  become*  a  virttae.— HMntrs  /or  JMmmvv. 

Jeanik  Dkans  was  admitted  into  the  jail  by  Rat- 
clifTe. This  fellow,  as  void  of  shante  as  of  honesty, 
as  he  opened  the  now  trebly  seeing  door,  asked  het^ 
with  a  leer  which  made  her  shudder,  "whether  she 
remembered  him  1" 

A  half-pronounced  and  timid  **  No,**  was  her  no- 
swer. 

"  What !  not  remember  moonlight,  and  Musdiafe 
Cairn,  and  Rob  and  Rat  T  said  lie,  with  the  same 
sneer  r-"  Your  memory  needs  redding  up,  my  jo." 

If  Jeanie's  distresses  had  admitted  of  aggravation, 
it  must  have  been  to  find  her  sister  under  the  charge 
of  such  a  profligate  as  this  man.  He  was  not,  in- 
deed, without  something  of  good  to  balance  so  mndi 
that  was  evil  in  his  character  and  habits.  In  his 
misdemeanours  he  had  never  been  bloodthirsty  or 
cruel ;  and  in  his  present  occupation  he  had  showA 
himself  in  a  certain  degree,  accessible  to  toildtes  of 
humanity.  But  these  good  qualities  were  unknown 
to  .Jeanie,  who,  remembering  the  scene  at  Muschat'e 
Cairn,  could  scarce  find  voice  to  acmiaint  him,  that 
she  had  an  order  from  Bailie  Mkldleburgh,  permit- 
ting her  to  see  her  sister. 

*^I  ken  that  fu'  weel,  my  bonny  doo;  mairby  token* 
I  have  a  special  charge  to  stay  m  the  ward  with  you 
a'  the  time  ye  are  thegither." 

"  Must  that  be  saer'  asked  Jeanie,  with  an  im- 
ploring voice. 

"  Hout,  ay.  hinny,"  replied  the  turnkey^  **  and  what 
the  waur  will  you  and  your  titty  be  of  Jim  RatcUffe 
hearing  what  ye  hae  to  say  to  ilk  other  ?~I>ei)  a  word 
ye'll  say  that  will  gar  him  ken  your  kittle  sex  better 
than  he  kens  them  already :  and  another  thing  is.  that 
if  ye  dinna  speak  o'  breaking  the  Tolbootn,  mdl  • 
MTord  will  I  tell  ower.  either  to  do  ye  good  or  in." 

Thus  saying,  Ratcliflfe  marshalled  her  the  way  to 
the  apartmr^t  where  EfiSe  was  confined. 

Shame,  fear,  and  grief,  had  contended  for  mastery 
in  the  poor  prisoner's  bosom  during  the  whole  morn- 
ing, while  she  had  looked  fbrward  to  this  meeting : 
but  when  the  door  opened,  att  gave  way  to  a  confused 
and  strange  feeling  that  had  a  tinge  of  joy  in  it,  asi 


Earnestness  that  partook  almost  of  raptiu^,  but  it  waa 
only  a  flitting  emotion,  like  a  stmbaaat  unaxpectadlar 
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p«acntiiig  betwixt  the  elofudB  of  a  tempest,  and  ob- 
•cured  almost  as  soon  as  visible.  The  sisters  walked 
umtiter  to  the  side  of  the  pallet  bed,  and  sate  down 
M  by  side,  took  hold  of  each  other's  hands,  and 
Jooked  each  other  in  the  face,  but  without  speaking  a 
word.  In  thie  posture  they  remained  for  a  minute, 
while  the  gleam  of  joy  gradually  faded  from  their  fea- 
ture^  and  save  way.  to  the  most  intense  expression, 
first  of  melancholy,  and  then  of  agony,  till,  throwing 
themselyes  again  mto  each  other's  arms,  they,  to  use 
the  lanjguage  of  Scripture,  lifted  up  their  voices  and 
wept  bittenv. 

£yeo  the  oard-hearted  turnkey,  who  had  spent  his 
life  in  scenes  calculated  to  stifle  both  conscience  and 
feeUag,  could  not  witness  this  scene  without  a  touch 
of  human  S3nmpatbY.  It  was  shown  in  a  trifling  ac- 
tioo,  but  which  had  more  delicacy  in  it  than  seemed 
to  belong  to  RatclifTe's  character  and  station.  The 
onxlaxea  window  of  the  miserable  chamber  was  open, 
and  the  beams  of  a  bright  sun  fell  right  upon  the  bed 
where  the  sufierers  were  seated.  With  a  gentleness 
that  had  something  of  reverence  in  it,  Katclifie  partly 
closed  the  shutter,  and  seemed  thus  to  throw  a  veu 
o?er  a  scene  so  sorrowful 

"Ve  are  ill,'  Elffie,"  were  the  first  words  Jeanie 
could  utter ;  "  ye  are  very  ill." 
,  '*  0,  what  wad  I  gie  to  be  ten  times  waur,  Jeanie !" 
was  the  reply — "what  wad  I  gie  to  be  cauld  dead 
libre  the  ten  o'clock  bell  the  mom !  And  our  father- 
rat  I  am  his  bairn  nae  langer  now— O,  I  hae  nae 
friend  lef^  in  the  warld !— O,  that  I  were  lying  dead  at 
mv  mother's  side,  in  Newbattle  kirk-yard  r 
.  Hottt,  lassie,*'  said  Ratclifie,  willing  to  show  the 
interest  which  he  absolutely  felt,  "dinna  be  soe  dooms 
dou-n-hearted  as  a'  that ;  there  s  mony  a  tod  hunted 
that's  np  killed.  Advocate  Langtale  has  brouglit  folk 
ihruugh  waur  snappers  than  a'  this,  and  theie's  no  a 
cleverer  agent  than  Nichil  Novit  e'er  drew  a  bill  of 
iu^)eneioo.  Hanged  or  unhanged,  they  are  weal  aff 
kt3  sic  an  agent  and  counsel ;  ane's  Aire  o'  fair  play. 
xe are  a  bonny  lass,  too.  an  ye  wad  busk  up  your 
cockemonie  a  bit ;  and  a  bonny  lass  will  find  favour 
«ri'  judge  and  jury,  when  they  would  strap  up  a  grew- 
•ome  carle  like  me  for  the  fifteenth  part  of  a  flea's 
Aide  and  tallow,  d— n  them." 

To  this  homely  strain  of  consolation  the  mourners 
retamed  no  answer;  indeed,  they  were  so  much  lost 
u  their  own  sorrows  as  to  have  become  insensible  of 
Ratclifie's  presence.  "  O  Efllie,"  said  her  elder  sister, 
how  coiud  you  conceal  your  situation  from  me  7 
0  woman,  had  I  deserved  this  at  your  hand  7— had  ye 
■poke  but  ae  word— sorry  we  might  hae  been,  and 
Miamed  we  might  hae  been,  but  this  awfu'  dispen- 
Batioo  had  never  come  ower  us." 

**And  what  gude  wad  that  hae  dune  7"  answered 
the  prisoner.  "Na,  na,  Jeanie,  a'  was  ower  when 
^ce  I  forffot  what  I  promised  when  I  faulded  down 
the  leaf  of  my  Bible.  See,"  she  said,  prodncing  the 
tttred  volume,  **  the  book  opens  aye  at  the  place  o' 
ttsdl.    0  see,  Jeanie,  what  a  fearfu  scripture !" 

Jeanie  took  her  sister's  Bible,  and  found  that  the 
nul  mark  was  made  at  this  impressive  text  in  the 
book  of  Job :  "  He  hath  stripped  me  of  my  glory,  and 
taken  the  crown  from  my  head.  He  hath  destroyed 
ine  on  every  side,  and  I  am  gone.  And  mine  hope 
aim  he  removed  like  a  tree.'' 

,  Isna  that  ower  true  a  doctrine  7"  said  the  prisoner 
"•  Isna  my  crown,  my  hononr  removed  7  And  what 
>m  I  but  a  poor  wasted,  wan-thriven  tree,  dug  up  by 
w»e  roota  and  flung  out  to  waste  in  the  highway,  that 
nam  and  beast  may  tread  it  under  foot  7  I  thought  o* 
the  bonny  bit  thorn  that  our  father  rooted  out  o'  the 
y»rd  last  May,  when  it  had  a'  the  flush  o'  blossoms 
on  It:  and  then  it  la?  in  the  court  till  the  beasts  had 
tfod  them  a'  to  pieces  wi'  their  feet  I  little  thought, 
f  hen  I  was  wae  for  the  bit  silly  green  bush  and  its 
uJ\h  '^*^ '  ^"^  ^  sang  the  same  gate  mvsell." 
^O,  if  ye  had  spoken  a  word,"  again  sobbed  Jeanie, 
"V3  ^  ^ere  free  to  swear  that  ye  had  said  but  ae 
Word  of  how  it  stode  wi'  ye,  they  couldna  hae  touched 
togrUfe  this  day." 

Could  they  na7"  said  Efi^e,  with  something  Kke 
wkened  interest— for  life  is  dear  even  to  those  who 
«l  »t  as  a  burden-"  Wha  tauld  ye  that,  Jeanie  7" 


"  It  was  ane  that  kend  what  he  was  saying  wee* 
eneugh,"  replied  Jeanie,  wUo  had  a  natural  reluctance 
at  mentioning  even  the  name  of  her  sister's  seducer. 

**  Wha  was  it  7— I  conjure  ye  to  tell  me,"  said  Etfie 
seating  herself  upright. — "  Wha  could  tak  interest  in 
sic  a  cast-by  as  I  am  now 7— Was  it— was  it  him  ?" 

"Pout."  said  Ratcliffe,  "what  signifies  keeping 
the  poor  lassie  in  a  swither7  I'se  uphaiid  it's  been 
Robertson  that  learned  ye  that  doctrine  when  ye  saw 
him  at  Musch at' s  Cairn." 

"  Was  it  him  7"  said  Effie,  catchine  eagerly  at  his 
words—*'  was,  it  him,  Jeanie,  indeed  7—0.  I  see  it 
was  him— poor  lad,  and  I  was  thinkin;?  his  heart  was 
as  hard  as  the  nether  millstane— and  mm  in  sic  danger 
on  his  ain  part— ipoor  George  I" 

Somewhat  indignant  at  tliis  burst  of  tender  feeling 
towards  the  author  of  her  misery,  Jeanie  could  not 
help  exclaiming— "O  Effie.  how  can  ye  speak  that 
gate  of  sic  a  man  as  that  7' 

"  We  maun  forgie  our  enemies,  ye  ken,"  said  poor 
Effie,  with  a  timid  look  and  a  subdued  voice ;  for  her 
conscience  tokl  her  what  a  different  character  the 
feelings  with  which  she  still  regarded  her  seducer 
bore,  compared  with  the  Christian  charity  under 
which  she  attempted  to  veil  it 

"And  ye  hae  suftered  a*  this  for  him,  and  ye  can 
think  of  loving  him  still  7"  said  her  sister,  in  a  voice 
betwixt  pity  and  blome. 

"Love  him 7"  answered  Effie— "If  I  hndna  loved 
as  woman  seldom  loves,  I  hndna  been  within  these 
wa's  this  day ;  and  trow  ye,  that  love  sic  as  mine  is 
lightl)^  forgotten  7— Na,  na— ye  may  hew  down  the 
tree,  but  ye  canna  change  its  bend— And  O  Jeanie,  if 
ye  wad  do  good  to  me  at  this  moment,  tell  mc  every 
word  that  lie  said,  and  whether  he  was  sorry  for  poor 
Effie  or  no  I" 

"  What  needs  I  tell  ye  ony  thing  about  it,"  said 
Jeanie.  "  Ye  may  be  sure  he  had  ower  murkle  to  do 
to  save  bimsell,  to  speak  lang  or  mnckle  about  ony 
body  beside." 

"That's  ^10  tnie,  Jeanie,  though  a  snimt  had  said 
it,"  replied  Effie,  with  a  sparkle  of  her  former  lively 
and  irritable  temper.  "But  ye  dinna  ken,  though  I 
do,  how  far  he  pat  his  life  in  venture  to  save  mine," 
And  looking  at  Ratclifle,  she  checked  herself  and  was 
silent. 

'*  I  fancy,"  said  Ratclifle,  with  one  of  his  familiar 
sneers.  "  the  lassie  thinks  that  nacbody  has  ccn  but 
herself— Didna  I  see  when  Gentle  Geordie  was  seek- 
ing to  get  other  folk  out  of  the  Tolbooth  forby  Jock 
Porteous7  but  ye  are  of  my  mind,  hinny— better  sit 
and  rue,  than  flit  and  rue— Ye  needna  look  in  my 
face  sae  amazed.  I  ken  mair  things  than  that,  may- " 
be."  * 

"  O  my  God !  my  God  !"  eaid  Effie,  springing  up> 
and  throwing  herself  down  on  her  knees  before  him 
—"D'ye  ken  where  they  hae  putten  my  bairn 7— O 
my  bairn  I  my  bairn  I  the  poor  sackless  innocent 
new-bom  wee  ane— bone  of  my  bone,  and  flesh  of  my 
flesh !— O  man,  if  ye  wad  e'er  deserve  a  portion  in 
heaven,  or  a  brokea-hearted  creature' j3  blessing  upon 
earth,  tell  me  where  they  hae  put  my  bairn- the  sign 
of  my  shame,  and  the  partner  of  my  suflering !  tell  mo 
wha  nas  taen  it  away,  or  what  they  hae  dune  wi't !" 

"  Hout  tout,"  said  the  turnkey,  endeavouring  to 
extricate  himself  from  the  firm  grasp  with  which  she 
held  him,  "  that's  taking  me  at  my  word  wi'  a  wit- 
ness—Bairn, quo'  she  7  How  the  deil  suld  I  ken  ony 
thing  of  your  bairn,  hu2zy7  Ye  maurt  ask  that  of 
auld  Meg  Murdockson,  if  ye  dinna  ken  ower  muckle 
about  it  yoursell." 

As  his  answer  destroyed  the  wild  and  vague  hope 
which  had  suddenly  gleamed  upon  her,  the  unhappy 
prisoner  let  go  her  hold  of  his  coat,  and  fell  with  her 
face  on  the  pavement  of  the  apartment  in  a  strong 
convulsion  fit. 

Jeanie  Deans  possessed,  with  her  excellently  clear 
understanding,  the  concomitant  advantage  of  prompt 
itude  of  roirit,  even  in  the  extremity  of  distress. 

She  did  not  suffer  herself  to  be  overcome  by  her 
own  feelings  of  exquisite  sorrow,  but  'nstantly  applied 
herself  to  her  sister's  relieC  ^-ith  the  readiest  remedies 
which  circumstances  afforded;  and  whic^,  to  do 
Ratclifi'e  justice,  he  showed  himself  anxious  to  sug- 
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geeU  and  alert  in  procuring.  He  had  even  the  deli- 
cacy to  withdraw  to  the  farthest  comer  of  the  room, 
B«>  as  to  render  nis  ofRcial  attendance  upon  them  as 
httle  intrusive  as  possible,  when  Effie  was  composed 
enough  again  to  resume  her  conference  with  her 
sister. 

The  prisoner  once  more,  in  the  most  earnest  and 
broken^ones,  conjured  Jeanie  to  tell  her  theparticu- 
lars  of  the  conference  with  Robertson,  ana  Jeanie 
fell  it  was  impossible  to  refuse  her  this  gratification. 

"  Do  ye  mind,"  she  said,  "  Effie,  when  ye  were  in 
the  fever  before  we  left  Woodend,  and  how  angry 
your  mother,  that's  now  in  a  better  place,  was  wi' 
me  fnr  gieing  ye  milk  and  water  to  drink,  because  ye 
grat  for  it?  Ye  were  a  bairn  then,  and  ye  are  a  wo- 
man now,  and  should  ken,  better  than  ask  what 
canna  but  Jiurt  you— But  come  weal  or  wo,  I  canna 
refuse  you  ony  thing  that  ye  ask  me  wi*  the  tear  in 
your  ee." 

Again  Effie  threw  herself  into  her  arms,  and  kissed 
,her  cKcek  and  forehead,  murmuring,  "  O,  if  ye  kend 
how  lang  it  is  since  I  heard  his  name  mentioned !— - 


Jeanie  sighed,  and  commenced  her  narrative  of  all 
that  had  passed  betwixt  Robertson  and  her,  making 
it  as  brief  as  possible.  Effie  listened  in  breathless 
anxiety,  holding  her  sister's  hand  in  bar's,  and  keep- 
ing her  eye  fixed  upon  her  face,  as  if  devouring  every 
word  she  uttered.  The  interjections  of  "  Poor  fel- 
low,"— Poor  Greorge,"  which  escaped  in  whispers, 
and  betwixt  sighs,  were  the  only  sounds  with  which 
she  interrupted  the  story.  When  it  was  finished  she 
made  a  long  pause. , 

"And  this  was  his  advice  I*'  were  the  first  words 
the  uttered. 

"  Just  sic  as  I  hae  tell'd  ye,"  replied  her  sister. 

"And  he  wanted  you  to  say  something  to  yon 
folks,  that  wad  save  my  young  lifel" 

"  He  wanted,"  answered  Jeanie,  "  that  I  suld  be 
manswom.*' 

"  And  you  tauld  him,"  said  Effie,  "  that  ye  wadna 
hear  o'  coming  between  nr^  and  the  death  that  I  am 
to  die,  and  me  no  aughteen  year  auld  yet  7" 

"  I  told  him,"  replied  Jeanie,  who  now  trembled  at 
the  turn  which  her  sister's  reflections  seemed  about 
to  take,  "  that  I  daured  na  swear  to  an  untruth  " 

"  And  What  d'ye  ca'  an  untruth  T'  said  Effie,  again 
showing  a  touch  of  her  former  spirit— "Ye  are 
muckle  to  blame,  lass,  if  ye  think  a  mother  would, 
or  could,  murder  her  am  bairn— Murder  ?— I  wad  hae 
laid^ow^n  my  Ufe  just  to  see  a  blink  o'  its  ee  !'*  , 

"  r  do  believe,"  said  Jeanie,  "  that  ye  are  as  inno- 
cent of  sic  a  purpose  as  the  new-bom  babe  itaell.'* 

"  I  am  glad  ye  do  me  that  justice,"  said  Effie, 
haughtily;  ".it's  whiles  the  faut  of  very  good  folk 
like  vol),  Jeani&  that  they  think  a'  the  rest  of  the 
warlq  are  as  bad  as  the  warst  temptations  can  make 
llicm." 

"  1  dinna  deserve  this  frae  ye,  Effie^"  said  her  sister, 
sobbing,  and  feeling  at  once  the  injustice  of  the  re- 
proach, and  compassion  for  the  state  of  mind  which 
dictated  it. 

"  Maybe  no,  sister,"  said  Effie.  "  But  ye  are  angry 
because  I  love  Robertson— How  can  I  help  lovmg 
him,  that  loves  me  hotter  than  bodv  and  soul  DaithT— 
Here  he  put  his  life  in  a  niffer,  to  Sreak  the  prison  to 
let  me  out;  and  sure  am  I,  had  it  stood  wi'  him  as  it 
stands  wi'  you"— Here  she  paused  and  was  silent 

"  O,  if  it  stude  wi'  me  to  save  ye  wi'  risk  of  my 
life!"  said  Jeanie. 

"  Ay,  lass,"  said  her  sister,  "  that's  lightly  said,  bu( 
,no  sae  lightly  credited,  frae  ane  that  winna  ware  a 
word  for  me;  and  if  it  be  a  wrang  word,  ye'U  hae 
time  eneugh  to  repent  o't." 

"  But  that  word  is  a  grievous  sin.  and  it's  a  deeper 
offence  when  it's  a  sin  wilfully  and  presumptuously 
-committed." 

"  Weel,  weel,  Jeanie,"  said  Effie,  "I  mind  a*  about 
Jie  sins  o'  presumption  in  the  questions— we'll  speak 
nae  mair  about  this  matter,  and  ye  may  save  your 
broath  to  say  your  carritch ;  and  for  moi  I'll  soon  hae 
Dae  breath  to  wasto  on  ony  body." 


**  I  mtttt  Deads  flay,"  mtnpbMd  Eitdift, "  tbat  i^tf 
d—d  hard^  when  three  worai  of  your  mouth  woizkl 
give  the  girl  the  chance  to  nick  Moll  Blood,*  tbatyCKi 
make  such  ecnmUng  about  rappingt  to  them.  D-^n 
me,  if  they  would  take  me,  it  I  would  not  rap  to  all 
Whatd'yecallura's— Hyssop's  Fabtea,  for  her  life — 1 
am  us'a  to't.  b— t  me,  for  leas  matters.  Why,  I  ha^ve 
smacked  calf-skint  fifty  times  in  England  for  a  keg 
of  brandy." 

"  Never  speak  mair  o't,"  said  the  prisoner.  "It's 
just  as  weel  as  it  is-'-and  gnde  day,  sister;  ye  keep 
Mr.  RatclifTe  waiting  on— Ye'Il  come  back  and  see 

me,  I  reckon,  before" here  she  stopped,  and  bo 

came  deadly  pale. 

^*And  are  we  to  part  in  this  way,"  said  Jeanie^ 
"  and  you  in  sic  deadly  periH  O,  Effie,  look  but  up, 
and  say  what  ye  wad  hae  me  do,  and  I  could  find  lo 
my  heart  amaist  to  say  that  I  wad  do'L" 

No,  Jeanie,"  replied  hef  sister,  after  an  effort,  **  I 
am  better  minded  now.  At  my  best,  I  was  ncYcr 
half  sae  gude  as  ye  were,  and  what  for  suld  you  begin 
to  mak  yoursell  waur  to  save  me,  now  that  I  am  no 
worth  saving  3  Grod  knows,  that  in  my  sober  mind, 
I  wadna  wuss  ony  living  creature  to  do  a  wrang  thing 
to  save  my  life.  I  might  have  fied  frae  diis  tolbootb 
on  that  awfu'  night  wi  ane  wad  hae  carried  me  throngfa 
the  warld,  and  mended  me,  and  fended  for  me.  But 
I  said  to  them,  let  hfe  gang  when  gude  fkme  is  gana 
before  it.  But  this  lani;  imprisonment  has  broken 
my  spirit,  and  I  am  whiles  sair  left  to  mvsell,  and 
then  1  wad  gie  the  Indian  mines  of  gold  and  diamonds, 
just  for  Hfe  and  breath— for  I  think,  Jeanie,  I  have 
such  roving  fits  as  I  used  to  hae  in  the  fever  $  but, 
instead  of  the  fiery  een,  and  wolves,  and  Widow  But- 
ler's bullsei^,  that  I  used  to  see  spieling  up  on  my  bed. 
I  am  thinking  now  about  a  his^,  black  gibbet,  and 
me  standing  up,  and  such  seas  of  faces  all  looking  up 
at  poor  Effie  Deans,  and  asking  if  it  be  her  that 
Greorge  Robertson  used  to  call  the  Liljr  of  St.  Leo- 
nard's. And  then  they  stretch  out  their  faces,  and 
make  mouths,  and  gim  at  m&  and  which  ever  wKf 
I  look,  I  see  a  face  laughing  like  Meg  Murdockson, 
when  she  tauld  me  I  had  seen  the  last  of  my  wean. 
God  preeerve  us,  Jeanie.  that  carline'  has  a  fearsome 
face !  She  clapped  her  hands  before  her  eyes  as  she 
uttered  this  exclamation,  as  if  to  secure  herself  against 
seeing  the  fearful  object  she  had  alluded  to.  . 

Jeanie  Deans  remained  with  her  sister  for  two 
hours,  during  which  she  endeavoured,  if  possible,  to 
extract  something*from  her  that  might  be  servioeablo 
in  her  exculpation.  But  she  had  nothing  to  say  be- 
yond what  she  had  declared  on  her  first  examination, 
with  the  purport^ of  which  the  reader  will  be  rhade 
acquainted  in  proper  time  and  place.  "  They  wadna 
bfAieve  her,"  she  said,  "  and  she  had  naething  mair 
to  tell  them." 

At  length  Ratcliffe,  though  reluctantly,  informed 
the  sisters  that  there  was  a  necessity  that  they  should 
part.  "  Mr.  Novit,"  he  said,  "  was  to  see  the  prisoner, 
and  maybe  Mr.  Langtale  too.  Langtale  likes  to  look 
at  a  bonny  lass,  whether  in  prison  or  out  o'  prison." 

Reluctantly,  therefore,  and  slowly,  after  many  a 
tear,  and  many  an  embrace,  Jeanie  retired  from  tho 
apartment,  and  heard  its  jarring  bolts  turned  upon 
the  dear  being  from  whom  she  was  separated.  Some- 
what familiarized  now  even  with  her  rude  conductor, 
she  ofiered  him  a  small  present  in  money,  with  a  re- 
quest he  would  do  what  he  could  for  ner  sister's 
accommodation.  To  her  surprise,  Ratclifie  declined 
the  fee.  "  I  wasna  bloody  when  I  was  on  the  pad," 
he  said,  |*  and  I  winna  be  greedy— that  is,  beyond 
what's  right  and  reasonable— now  that  I  am  in  tho 
lock.— Keep  the  siller ;  and  for  civility,  your  sister  sail 
hae  sic  as  I  can  beatow :  but  I  hope  you'll  think  bet« 
ter  on  it,  and  rap  an  oath  for  her-deU  a  hair  ill  thero 
is  in  it,  if  ye  are  rapping  again  the  crown.  I  kend  a 
worthy  riiinister,  as  gude  a  man,  bating  the  deed  th^ 
deposed  him  for.  as  ever  ve  heard  claver  in  a  puVit, 
that  rapped  to  a  hogsheaa  of  pigtail  tobacco,  just  for 
as  muckle  as  fillea  his  spleuchan.f  But  maybe  yo 
are  keeping  your  ain  counsel— weel,  weel,  there's  nae 
harm  in  that  As  for  your  sister,  I'se  see  that  she 
•  The  gallown.  •  t  Sweannir. 
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CIV  ket  meat  d^n  and  wann,  ana  I'U  trv  to  gar  her 
4owii  and  take  a  aleep  after  dinner,  lor  deil  a  ee 
•boV  doae  the  night.  I  hae  gode  experience  of  these 
■nMeim.  The  first  night  is  aje  the  warst  o't  I  hae 
mevtr  heard  o'  ane  that  sleepit  the  night  afore  trial, 
bat  of  mony  a  ane  that  sleepit  as  sound  a^  a  tap  tlie 
Bighf  befora  their  necks  wen  stravAhted.  And  it's 
Bae  wonder— the  warat  may  be  tholed  when  it's  kend 
—Better  a  finger  aff  as  aye  wagging." 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Tet  thoQ^h  thou  mafst  be  dngf*d  in  teom 

To  yooder  ifnoininious  tree, 
Thorn  Shalt  not  want  one  fkiUiAil  (Virad 

To  share  Uie  cruel  fates'  decree.— JssofT  Dawsosc. 

ArrBs  spendiiu;  the  greater  part  of  the  morning  in 
ftis  devotions,  (rar  his  benevolent  neighbours  had 
luodly  insisted  imon  discharging  his  task  of  ordinary 
labour,)  David  Deans  entered  the  apartment  when 
the  breakfast  meal  was  prepared.  His  eyes  were  in- 
vohintarily  cast  down,  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  at 
Jetms.  uncertain  as  he  was  whether  she  might  feel 
berselt  at  liberty,  with  a  good  conscience,  to  attend 
the  Court  of  JustictRrv.that  day,  to  give  the  evidence 
which  he  understood  tnat  she  possessed,  in  order  to 
mer  mata'B  exculpation.  At  length,  after  a  minute  of 
^iprehensive  hesitation,  he  looked  at  her  dress  todis- 
eover  whether  it  seemed  to  be  in  her  contemplation 
«>  KQ  abroad  that  morning.  Her  apparel  was  neat 
and  plain,  but  such  as  conveyed  no  exact  intimation 
•f  her  intentions  to  go  abroad.  She  had  exchanged 
her  ttflual  garb  for  morning  labour,  for  one  something 
inferior  to  that  with  which,  as  her  best,  she  was  wont 
to  dress  herself  for  church,  or  any  more  rare  occasion 
of  going  into  society^  Her  sense  taught  her,  that  it 
was  respectful  to  be  decent  in  her  apparel  on  such  an 
oceaaion,  while  her  feelings  induced  her  to  lav  aside 
the  use  of  the  very  few  apd  simple  personal  orna- 
ments, which,  on  other  occasions,  she  permitted  her- 
self to  wear.  So  that  there  occurred  nothing  in  her 
external  appearance  which  could  mark  out  to  her 
fether,  with  any  thing  like  certainty,  her  intentions  on 
this  occasion.  N 

The  preparations  for  their  humble  meal  were  that 
morning  made  in  vain.  The  father  and  daughter 
sat,  each  assuming  the  appearance  of  eating,  when 
Ae  other's  eves  were  turned  to  them,  and  desisting 
from  the  effort  with  disgust,  when  the  affectionate 
imposture  seemed  no  longer  necea^ary. 

At  length  these  moments  of  constraint  were  re- 
moved. The  sound  of  St.  Gileses  heavy  toll  an- 
nounced the  hour  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  trial ;  Jeanie  arose,  and,  with  a  degree  of  compo- 
■nre  for  which  she  herself  could  not  account,  as- 
sumed her  plaid,  and  made  her  other  preparations  for 
a  distant  walking.  It  was  a  strange  contrast  be- 
tween the  firmness  of  her  demetmour,  and  the  vacil- 
lation and  cruel  tmcertainty  of  purpose  indicated  in 
all  her  father's  motions ;  and  one  unacquainted  with 
both  coidd  acaroely  have  supposed  that  the  former 
was,  in  her  ordinary  habits  of  life,  a  docile,  quiet, 

gntle,  and  even  timid  country-maiden,  while  her 
ther,  with  a  mind  naturally  proud  and  strong,  and 
supported  by  religious  opinions,  of  a  stem,  stdical, 
ana  unyielding  character,  had  in  his  time  undergone 
and  withstood  the  most  severe  hardships^  and  the 
most  imminent  peril,  without  depression  ot  spirit,  or 
fubjugation  of  nis  constancy.  The  secret  of  this 
difference  was,  that  Jeanie's  mind  had  already  an- 
ticipated the  line  of  conduct  which  she  must  adopt, 
with  all  its  natural  and  necessary  eonsequences ; 
while  her  father,  ignorant  of  every  other  circumstance, 
tormented  himsieff  with  imaginingwhat  the  one  sister 
mi^dit  say  or  swear,  or  what  enect  her  testimony 
m^t  have  upon  the  awful  event  of  the  trial. 

He  watched  his  daughter,  with  a  faltering  and  in- 
iedsive  look,  until  she  looked  back  upon  him,  with 
a  look  of  unutterable  anguish,  as  she  was  about  to  leave 
the  apartment. 

■   "  My  dear  lassie,"  said  he,  **  I  will"— His  action, 
htttily  and  confiisedly  searching  for  hia  worsted  mit- 
leos  *  and  staff,  showed  his  purpose  of  accompanying 
*  A  kind  of  woftted  gloveatued  by  the  lower  ordert. 


her,  though  his  tongue  fa^  distinctly  to  announee  ii^ 

"  Father,"  said  Jeanie,  replying  rather  to  his  action 
than  his  words,  '*ye  had  better  not" 

"  In  the  strength  of  my  God,"  answered  Deans^ 
assuming  firmnesiu  "I  will  go  forth." 

And.  uking  his  daughter's  arm  under  his,  he  began 
to  walk  from  the  door  with  a  step  so  hasty,  that  she 
was  almost  unable  to  keep  up  with>him.  A'  triflmg 
cnrcumsunce,  but  which  marked  the  perturbed  state 
of  his  mind,  checked  his  course.— '^ Your  bonnet, 
fatherl"  said  Jeanie^  who  observed  he  had  come  out 
with  his  gray  hairs  uncovered.  He  turned  back  with 
a  slight  blush  on  his  cheek,  being  ashamed  to  havo 
been  detected  in  an  omission  which  indicated  so 
much  mental  confusion,  assumed  his  large  blue  Scot- 
tish bonnet,  and  ^th  a  step  slower,  but  more  com- 
posed, as  if  the  circumstance  had  obliged  him  to 
summon  up  his  resolution,  and  collect  his  scattered 
ideas,  again  placed  his  daughter's  arm  under  his,  and 
resumed  the  way  to  Edinburgh. 
.  The  courts  of  justice  were  then,  and  are  still  held 
m  what  is  called  the  Parliament  Close,  or,  according 
to  modem  phrase,  the  ParUament  Square,  and  occu- 
pied the  buildmgs  intended  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Scottish  Estates.  This  edifice,  though  in  an 
imperfect  and  corrupted  st)rle  of  architecture,  had 
then  a  grave,  decent,  and,  as  it  were,  a  judicial  aspect, 
which  was  at  least  entitled  to  respect  from  its  anti- 
quity. For  which  venerable  front,  I  observed,  on 
my  last  occasional  visit  to  the  metropolis,  that  mo- 
dem taste  had  substituted,  at  great  apparent  expense, 
a  pile  so  utterly  inconsistent  with  every  monument 
of  antiquity  around,  and  in  itself  so  clumsy  at  the 
same  time  and  fantastic,  that  it  may  be  liken^l  to 
the  decorations  of  Tom  Errand  the  Porter,  in  the 
Trip  to  the  Jubilee,  when  he  appears  bedizened  with 
the  tawdry  finery  of  Beau  Clincher.  Sed  transeat 
cum  caterts  erroribtu. 

The  small  quadrangle,  or  Close,  if  we  may  presume 
still  to  give  It  that  appropriate,  though  antiquated 
title,  which  at  Litchfield,  Salisbury,  ana  elsewhere,  is 
properly  applied  to  designate  the  enclosure  adjacent  to 
a  cathedral,  already  evinced  tokens  of  the  fatal  scene 
which  was  that  day  to  be  acted.  The  soldiers  of  the 
City  Gnard  were  on  their  posts,  now  enduring,  and 
now  rudely  repelling  with  the  butts  of  their  muflkets, 
the  motley  crew  who  thrust  each  other  forward,  to 
catch  a  glance  at  the  unfortimate  object  of  trial,  as 
she  should  pass  from  the  adjacent  prison  to  the  Court 
in  which  her  fate  was  to  be  determined.  All  must 
have  occasionally  observed,  with  disgust,  the  apathy 
with  which  the  vulgar  gaze  on  scenes  of  this  nature, 
and  how  seldom,  unless  when  their  sympathies^j|p 
called  forth  by  some  striking  and  extraordinary  ci?^ 
cumstai\p&  the  crowd  evince  any  interest  deeper  than 
that  of  callous,  unthinking  bustle,  and  brutal  curi- 
osity. They  laudi,  jest,  quarrel  and  push  each  other 
to  and  fro,  with  the  same  unfeeling  indifference  as  if 
they  were  assembled  for  some  holiday  sport,  or  to 
see  an  idle  prooession.'  Occasionally,  nowever,  this 
demeanour,  so  natural  to  the  degradra  populace  of  a 
large  town,  is  exchanged  for  a  temporary  touch  of 
human  affections;  ana  so  it  chanced  on  the  present 
occasion. 

When  Deans  and  his  daughter  presented  them- 
selves in  the  Close,  and  endeavoured  to  make  their 
way  forward  to  the  door  of  the  Court-house,  they 
became  involved  in  the  mob,  and  subject,  of  course, 
to  their  insolence.  As  Deans  repelled  with  some 
force  the  rude  pusnes  which  he  received  on  till  sides, 
his  figure  and  antiquated  dress  caught  iie  attention 
of  the  rabble,  who  often  show  an  intuitive  sharpness 
in  ascribing  the  proper  character  from  ext^al  ap- 
pearance.— 

"  Ye're  weleotne,  whin, 
Fraa  Both  well  Drifgs,'^ 

song  one  fellow  (for  the  mob  of  Edinburgh  were  at 
that  time  iacobitically  disposed,  probably  because 
that  was  the  line  of  sentiment  most  diametricallf 
opposite  to  existing  authority.) 

**  Men  DaWd  WIIHmimio,  . 

•  Chosen  of  tweo^.  r\r\n\r> 

Ran  up  the  pa'pit  stair.       iJtjyiL 
And  nof  Killiecrinkkb,^  O 
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chanted  a  siren,  whoBc  profession  mig^ht  be  Ruessed 
hy  h<  r  .-ippenr.in-  e.  A  taitered  cuiie,  or  erra'id  por- 
tor.  wlnMii  David  DcaiiB  had  jc^stlcd  in  his  atunipt  to 
exiricat'.'  luinself  from  the  vicinity  uf  these  scorners. 
exclaiintd  in  a  strong  north-countr>' lone,  "Tadeil 
diag  uut  hor  Cainuronian  een— whatgies  her  titles  to 
dunth  frcntkniaii's  about T* 

"  Mak'.'  r«K)m  lor  the  ruling  elder,"  said  yet  another; 
"he  cou\L»  to  See  a  precious  sister  glorily  God  in  the 
Grassrnarket  I" 

"  Whjftht ;  shame's  in  ye,  sirs."  said  the  voice  of  a 
man  very  loudly,  which,  as  quickly  sinkinj;,  said  in  a 
Jow.  but  dtstiuct  tone,  "It's  ner  father  ana  sister." 

All  fell  back  to  make  way  fur  the  sufferers;  and  all, 
even  the  very  nidest  and  most  profligate,  were  struck 
witli  shame  and  silence.  In  the  space  thus  aban- 
doned to  them  by  the  mub.  Deans  stood,  holding  his 
duu^iitir  by  the liand,  and  said  to  her,  with  a  coun- 
tenance stronsly  and  sternly  expressive  of  his  inter- 
nal cm«;tion,  Ye  hear  with  your  ears*  and  ye  see 
with  \ our  eyes,  where  and  to  wtium  the  backslidings 
and  Jcfi.'Ctions  of  profirssors  are  ascribed  by  the  scof- 
fers. Not  to  themselves  alone,  but  to  the  kirk  of 
which  tliey  are  members,  and  to  its  blessed  and  in- 
visible Head.  Then,  wcel  may  we  take  wi'  patience 
o;ir  share  and  portion  of  tliis  outspreading  reproach." 

The  man  who  had  spoken,  no  other  than  our  old 
frivud  Duinbiediki'S,  whose  mouth,  hke  that  of  the 
proplu  I's  ass,  hud  lHH!n  opened  by  the  emergency  of 
the  case,  now  joined  them,  and,  with  his  usual  taci- 
turnity, escorted  them  into  the  Court-house.  No 
opposition  was  offered  to  their  entrance,  either  by 
the  guards  or  door-keepers:  and  it  is  even  said,  that 
one  of  the  latter  refused  a  shilling  of  civility-money, 
tendered  him  by  the  Laird  of  Dumbiedikes,  who  was 
of  opinion  timt  "siller  wad  mak  a'  easy."  But  tins 
last  incident  wants  confirmation. 

Admit IjhI  within  the  precincts  of  the  Court-house, 
they  found  the  usual  number  of  busy  office-bearers, 
and  idle  loiterers,  who  attend  on  these  scenes  by 
choice,  or  from  duty.  Burghers  gaped  and  stared ; 
younr;  lawyers  sauntered,  sneered,  and  laughed,  as 
in  the  pit  of  the  theatre;  while  others  apart  sat  on 
a  bench  retired,  and  reasonc^d  highly,  inter  apices  ju- 
ria',  on  tlie  doctrines  of  constructive  crime,  and  the 
true  import  of  the  statute.  The  bench  was  prepaiixi 
for  the  arrival  of  the  judges :  The  jurors  were  in  at- 
tc-nduiKf'.  The  crown-counsel,  employed  in  looking 
over  their  briefs  and  notes  of  evidence,  looked  grave, 
and  whit-pered  with  each  other.  They  occupied  one 
8iiie  of  a  large  table  placed  beneath  the  oench ;  on  the 
other  sat  the  advocates,  whom  the  humanitv  of  the 
Scottish  law  (in  this  particular  more  liberal  tnan  that 
of  tile  Sister  country)  not  only  permits,  but  enjoins, 
!i)  appear  and  assist  with  thnr  advice  and  skill,  all 
persons  under  trial.  Mr.  Nichd  Novit  was  seen  act- 
ively in>tructing  the  counst-l  for  the  panel,  (so  the 
Cri:ionr.T  is  called  in  Scottish  law-phraseology,)  busy, 
ustlin;?.  and  important.  When  they  entered  the 
Court-room.  Deans  asked  the  Laird,  in  a  tremulous 
whi.'=p<T,  "  Where  will  ahe  sit  1" 

Dumbi'. dikes  whispered  Nuvit,  who  pointed  to  a 
va<;ant  tpair  at  the  bar,  fronting  the  judges,  and  was 
about  to  conduct  Deans  towards  it. 

'•  No !"  he  said ;  "I  cannot  sit  by  her— I  cannot  ovm 
her— not  as  yet,  at  least— I  will  keep  out  of  her  sight, 
and  turn  mine  own  eyes  elsewhere— better  for  us 
baith." 

Sadtllotrec,  whose  repeated  interference  with  the 
connpel  had  procured  him  one  or  two  rebuffs,  and  a 
ii(K.K>ial  rniuest  that  he  would  concern  himself  with 
his  own  matters,  now  saw  with  pleasure  an  oppor- 
tunity of  playing  the  person  of  importance.  He  bus- 
t!i:d  up  to  the  poor  old  man^  and  proceeded  to  exhibit 
nifl  consHiuence,  by  securing,  tnrough  his  interest 
with  the  bar-ketpers  and  macers,  a  seat  for  Deans, 
in  a  situation  where  he  was  hidden  from  the  general 
eye  by  the  projecting  comer  of  the  bench. 

"  It's  gude  to  have  a  friend  at  court,"  he  said,  con- 
tinuing [\\9  heartless  harangues  to  the  passive  auditor, 
who  neither  heard  nor  replied  to  thi>m ;  **  few  folk 
Dut  mysell  could  hae  sorted  ye  out  a  scat  like  this— 
///e  Loiri/t  will  be  here  incontinent,  and  proceed  in- 
s^/i/€r  to  trial.    Thty  wunna  fence  the  court  as  ihev 


do  at  the  Circuit— The  High  Court  of  JuBticiarr  » 
aye  fenced.— But,  Lord's  sake,  what's  this  o'l?— Jea- 
nie,  ye  are  a  cited  witness— Macer,  this  lass  is  a  wit- 
ness—she maun  be  enclosed— she  maun  on  nae  ac- 
count be  at  large.— Mr.  Novit,  luldna  Jeanie  Deans 
be  enclosed  ?" 

Novit  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  ofTered  to 
conduct  Jeanie  to  the  apartment,  where,  according 
to  the  scrupulous  practice  of  the  Scottish  Court,  the 
witnesses  remain  in  readiness  to  be  called  into  court 
to  give  evidence;  and  s^'parated^  at  the  same  time,* 
from  all  who  might  influence  their  testimony,  orgiv 
them  information  concerning  that  which  was  passing, 
upon  the  trial. 

*'  Is  this  niH;e8sary  T'  said  Jeanie,  still  reluctant  to 
quit  her  father's  hand. 

'*  A  matter  of  absolute  needcessity,"  said  Saddle- 
tree ;  "  wha  ever  heard  of  witnesses  no  being  en- 
closed?" 

"  It  is  really  a  matter  of  necessity,"  said  the  young- 
er counsellor,  retained  for  her  sister;  and  Jeanie  re- 
luctantly followed  the  macer  of  the  court  to  tlie  place 
appointed. 

'•  This,  Mr.  Deans,"  said  Saddletree,  '*  is  ca'd  ae- 
quetsoring  a  witness :  but  it's  clean  different  (whilk 
maybe  ye  wadna  fund  out  o'  yoursell)  frae  sequester- 
ing anes  estate  or  effects,  as  in  cases  of  bankruptcy.  I 
hae  aften  been  sequestered  as  a  witness,  for  the  She- 
riff is  in  the  use  whiles  to  cry  me  in  to  witness  the 
declarations  at  precognitions,  and  so  is  Mr.  Sharpit- 
law ;  but  I  was  ne'er  like  to  be  sequestered  o'  land 
and  goods  but  ance,  and  that  was  lang  syne,  afore  I 
was  married.  Hut  whisht,  whisht !  here  a  the  Court 
coming." 

As  he  spoke,  the  five  Lords  of  Justiciary,  in  their 
long  robes  of  scarlet,  faced  with  white,  and  precedeu 
by  their  mace-bearer,  entered  with  the  usual  formali- 
ties, and  took  their  places  upon  the  bench  of  judg- 
ment.. 

The  audience  rose  to  receive  them ;  and  the  bustle 
occasioned  by  their  entrance  was  hardly  composedi 
when  a  great  noise  and  confusion  of  persons  strug- 
gling, imd  forcibly  endeavouring  to  etiter  at  the  doors 
of  the  Court-room  and  of  the  galleries,  announced 
that  the  prisoner  was  about  to  be  placed  at  the  bar. 
This  tumult  takes  place  when  the  doors,  at  first  only 
opened  to  those  either  having  right  to  be  present,  oi 
to  the  better  and  more  qualified  ranks,  arc  at  length 
laid  open  to  all  whose  curiosity  induces  them  to  be 
present  on  the  occasion.  With  inflamed  countenan- 
ces and  dishevelled  dresses,  struggling  with,  and 
sometimc3  tumbling  over  each  other,  in  nis^hed  tlie 
rude  multitude,  while  a  few  soldiers,  forming,  as  it 
were,  the  centre  of  the  tide,  could  scarce,  with  all 
their  efforts,  clear  a  passage  for  the  prisoner  to  the 
place  which  she  was  to  occupy.  By  the  authority  of 
the  Court,  and  the  exertions  of  its  officers,  the  tumult 
among  the  spectators  was  at  length  appeased,  and 
the  unhappy  girl  brought  forwaral,  and  placed  be- 
twixt two  sentiixpls  with  drawn  bayonets,  as  a  pri- 
soner at  the  bar,  where  she  was  to  abide  her  deliver- 
ance for  good  or  evil,  according  to  the  issue  of  hei 
trial.  ■ 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

We  hAVA  Rfrirt  utatiitcM.  nnd  moat  bitinir  lawn— 
The  ntiidfui  biiii.  and  ciirbi  fur  hcadHtroiifr  «tc«d»~ 
Winch,  for  iIii'M>  fourii'eii  yean,  we  Itavu  let  tflecji, 
Like  to  an  oVrfniwii  lion  in  n  ra>e. 
That  gw9  not  out  to  imy.- Measure /or  Measure- 

*'  EcpHEMiA  DsANs,"  said  the  presiding  Judge^  in 
an  accent  in  which  pity  was  blended  with  dignity, 
"  stand  up  and  listen  to  the  criminal  indictment  now 
to  be  preferred  against  you." 

The  unhappy  girl,  who  had  been  siupificd  by  the 
confusion  through  which  the  guards  had  forced  a 
passage,  cast  a  bewildered  look  on  the  multitude  u/ 
faces  around  her,  which  seemed  to  tapestry,  as  it 
were,  the  walls  in  one  broad  slope  from  the  ceiling 
to  thq  floor,  with  human  countenances,  and  instinct- 
ively obeyed  a  command,  which  rung  in  her  ears  hkM 
the  trumpet  of  the  Judj^ment-day. 

"Put  back  voui  H\?;vl^%»iJ^m<tf.tnc  macen. 
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Par  iier  beaatifiil  md  abnadant  treasas  of  long  £ur 
Bait,  which,  according  to  the  costume  of  the  country, 
anmarriad  women  were  not  allowed  to  cover  with 
aoT  sort  of  cap,  and  which,  alas !  Effie  dared  no 
longer  confine  with  the  snood,  or  riband,  which  im- 
oUea  purity  of  maiden-fame,  now  hung  unbound  and 
oi^eTellea  over  her  face,  and  almost  concealed  her 
features.  On  receiving  this  hint  from  the  attendant, 
the  unfortunate  young  woman,  with  a  hasty,  trem- 
bling, and  apparently  mechanical  compliance,  shaded 
bai^from  her  face  her  lujcuriant  locks^  and  showed 
to  the  whole  court,  excepting  one  individual,  a  ooun- 
toiance,  which,  though  pale  and  emaciated,  was  so 
lovely  amid  its  agony,  ttiat  it  called  forth  an  univer- 
aal  murmur  of  compassion  and  sympathy.  Apoa- 
rently  the  expressive  sound  of  human  feeling  recalled 
the  poor  girl  from  the  stupor  of  fear,  which  predomi- 
nated at  first  over  every  other  sensation,  and  awa- 
kened her  to  the  BO  less  painful  sense  of  shame  and 
emosore  attached  to  her  present  situation.  Her  eye, 
which  had  a^  first  glanced  wildly  around,  was  turned 
oo  the  ground;  her  cheek,  at  first  so  deadly  pale, 
began  gradually  to  be  overspread  with  a  faint  blush, 
which  mcreased  so  fast,  tnat,  when  in  agony  of 
■bame  she  strove  to  conceal  her  face,  her  temples,  her 
brow,  her  neck,  and  all  that  her  slender  f  jigers  and 
small  palms  could  not  cover,  became  of  the  deepest 
ciimson. 

All  marked  and  were  moved  by  these  changes,  ex- 
cepting one.  It  was  old  Deans,  who,  motionless  in 
his  seat,  and  concealed,  as  we  have  said,  by  the  comer 
of  the  Dencb|  firom.  «eeinff  or  being  seen,  did  never- 
theleas  keep  nis  eyes  firmTy  fixed  on  the  ground,  as  if 
determined  that,  by  no  possibility  whatever,  would 
be  be  an  ocular  witness  of  the  shame  of  his  house. 

•*Ichabodr'  he  said  to  himself— "Ichabod!  my 
glorv-  is  da>arted  P'  / 

Whil<i  these  refiections  were  passing  through  his 
mind,  the  indictment,  which  set  forth  in  technical 
form  the  crime  of  which  the  panel  stood  accused, 
was  read  as  usual,  and  the  prisoner  was  asked  if  she 
was  Guilty,  or  Not  Guilty. 

*''  Not  guuty  of  my  poor  bairn's  death,"  said  Effie 
Deans,  in  an  accent  corresponding  in  plaintive  sofr- 
ness  of  tone  to  the  beauty  of  her  features,  and  which 
was  not  heard  by  the  audience  without  emotion. 

The  presiding  Judge  next  directed  the  counsel  to 
plead  to  the  relevancy;  that  is,  to  state  on  either 
part  the  arguments  in  point  of  law,  and  evidence  in 
point  of  fact,  against  and  in  favour  of  the  criminal ; 
after  which  it  is  the  form  of  the  court  to  pronounce 
t  jyreliminary  judgment,  sending  the  cauae  to  the  cog- 
nizaoce  of  the  jury  or  assize. 

The  counsel  for  the  crown  briefly  stated  the  fre- 
qoCTcy  of  the  crime  of  infanticide  which  had  given 
hse  to  the  R>ecial  statute  under  which  the  panel  stood 
mdicted.  He  mentioned  the  various  instances,  many 
of  them  marked  with  circumstances  of  atrocity, 
which  had  at  length  induced  the  King's  Advocate, 
though  with  great  reluctance,  to  make  the  experi- 
ment, whether  by  strictly  enforcing  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament which  had  been  made  to  prevent  such  enor- 
mitiea,  their  occurrence  might  be  prevented.  "  He 
expected,"  he  said,  "  to  be  able  to  establish  by  wit- 
nesses, as  well  as  by  the  declaration  of  the  panel 
herself,  that  she  was  in  the  state  described  by  the 
statute.  According  to  his  information,  the  panel  had 
communicated  her  pregnancy  to  no  one,  nor  did  she 
allege  in  her  own  declaration  that  she  had  done  so. 
This  secrecy  was  the  first  reouisite  in  sup|>ort  of  the 
udictment.  The  same  declaration  admitted,  that 
she  had  borne  a  male  child,  in  circumstances  which 

Sve  but  too  much  reason  to  believe  it  had  died  by 
9  hands,  or  at  least  with  the  knowledge  or.  con- 
sent, of  the  unhappy  mother.  It  was  notl  however, 
necessary  for  him  to  bring  positive  proof  that  the 
panel  was  accessary  to  the  murder,  nay,  nor  even  to 
prove  that  the  child  was  murdered  at  all.  It  was 
sufficient  to  support  the  indictment,  that  it  could  not 
be  found.  According  to  the  stern,  but  necessary  se- 
verity of  this  statute,  she  who  should  conceal  her 
pK^nancy,  who  should  omit  to  call  that  assistance 
wktch  is  most  necessary  on  such  occasions,  was 
kU  ikeady  t^  have  meditated  the  death  of  her  ofi'- 


spring,  as  an  event  moet  likely  to  be  the  conaeqnenee 
of  her  culpable  and  cruel  concealment.  And  if,  under 
such  circumstances,  she  could  not  alternatively  show 
by  proof;  that  the  infant  had  died  a  natural  death,  or 
prcxiuce  it  still  in  life,  she  must,  under  the  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  be  held  to  have  murdered  it,  and 
suffer  death  accordingly." 

The.cotmsel  for  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Fairbrother,  a 
man  of  considerable  fame  in  his  profession,  did  not  . 
pretend,  directly  to  combat  the  arguments  of  the 
King's  Advocate.  He  began  by  lamenting  that  his 
senior  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Langtale,  had  been  suddenly 
called  to  the  county  of  which  he  was  Sherifij  and 
that  he  had  been  applied  to  on  short  warning,  to  give 
the  panel  his  assistance  in  this  interesting  case. ,  He 
had  had  little  time,  he  said,  to  make  up  for  his  infe- 
riority to  his  learned  brother  by  long  and  minute  re- 
search ;  and  he  was  afraid  he  might  give  a  specimen 
of  his  incapacity,  by  being  compelled  to  admit  the  ao- 
curacy  of  the  indictment  under  the  statute.  "  It  was 
enough  for  their  Lordships,"  he  observed,  "  to  know, 
that  such  was  the  law.  and  he  admitted  the  Advo- 
cate had  a  right  to  call  for  the  usual  interlocutor  of 
relevancy."  ^'  But,"  he  stated,  "  that  when  he  came 
to  establish  his  case  by  proof;  he  trusted  to  make  out 
circumstances  which  would  satisfactorily  eUde  the 
charge  in  the  libeL  His  Ghent's  story  was  a  short, 
but  most  melancholy  one.  $he  was  bred  up  in  the 
strictest  tenets  of  religion  and  virtue,  the  daughter 
of  a  worthy  and  conscientious  person,  who,  in  evil 
times,  had  established  a  character  for  courage  and 
religion,  by  becoming  a  sufferer  for  conscience'  sake." 

David  Deans  gave  a  convulsive  start  at  hearing 
himself  thus  mentioned,  and  then  resumed  the  situ- 
ation, in  which,  with  his  face  stooped  against  his 
hands,  and  both  resting:  against  the  comer  of  the 
elevated  bench  on  which  the  Judges  8at^y  he  had 
hitherto  Ustened  to  the  procedure  in  the  trial.  The 
whig  lawyers  seemed  to  be  interested;  the  tories  put 
up  their  lip. 

'*  Whatever  may  be  our  diflerence  of  opinion,"  re- 
sumed the  lawyer,  whose,  business  it  was  to  carry  his 
whole  audience  with  him  if  possible,  "concerning  the 
peculiar  tenet;  of  these  people,"  (here  Deans  groaned  • 
deeply,)  "  it  b  impossible  to  deny  them  the  praise  of 
sound,  and  even  rigid  morals,  or  the  merit  of  training 
up  their  children  in  the  fear  of  God ;  and  yet  it  was 
the  daughter  of  such  a  person  whom  a  jury  would 
shortly  oe  called  upon,,  in  the  absence  of  evidence^ 
and  upon  mere  presumptions,  to  convict  of  a  cnm9» 
more  properly  belonging  to  a  heathen,  or  a  savage, 
than  to  a  Christian  and  civilized  country.  It  was 
true,"  he  admitted,  "  that  the  excellent  nurture  and 
early  instruction  which  the  poor  girl  had  received, 
had  no^  been  sufficient  to  preserve  her  firom  guilt  and 
error.  She  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  an  inconsiderate 
i^ection  for  a  young  man  of  prepossessmg  mannersL 
as  he  had  been  informed,  but  of  a  very  dangerous  and 
desperate  character.  She  was  seduced  under  promise 
of  marriaffe,^a  promise,  which  the  fellow  might  have^ 
perhaps,  done  her  justice  by  keeping,  had  he  not  at 
that  time  been  called  upon  by  the  law  to  atone  for  a 
crime,  violent  and  desperate  m  itself  but  which  be- 
came the  preface  to  another  eventful  history,  every 
step  of  which  was  marked  by  blood  and  guilt,  and 
the  final  termination  of  which  had  not  even  yet 
arrived.  He  believed  that  no  one  would  hear  him 
without  surprise,  when  he  stated  that  the  father  of 
this  infant  now  amissing,  and  said  by  the  learned 
Advocate  to  have  been  murdered,  was  no  other  than 
the  notorious  Geoige  Robertson,  the  accomplice  of 
Wilson,  the  hero  ofthe  memorable  escape  from  the 
Tolbooth  Church,  and,  as  no  one  knew  better  than 
his  learned  friend  the  Advocate,  the  principal  actor  in 
the  Porteous  conspiracy."— 

"  I  am  sorry tto  interrupt  a  counsel  in  sooh  a  case 
as  the  present,"  said  the  presiding  Judge ;  "  out  1 
must  ramind  the  learned  gentleman,  that  be  is  tra- 
velling out  of  the  case  before  us." 

The  counsel  bowed,  and  resumed.  "  He  only  judged 
it  necessary,"  he  said,  "to  mention  the  name  and 
situation  of  Robertson,  because  the  circumstanoe  in 
which  that  character  w^  placed,  went  a  flreat  ¥ray 
in  aooounting  for  the  sileaoe  on  wbkh  his  Mi\iesty'f 
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counsel  hud  laid  so  much  wcicfht,  ns  n fford in p;  proof 
that  iii;}  ciii'nt  proposc-d  to  allow  no  fair  pluy  for  its 
lifiV  to  the  helpU-fls  bein^  whom  she  was  alxmt  to 
brine  into  thi*  world.  She  had'not  announced  to  her 
friends  that  she  had  been  seduced  from  the  path  of 
honour— and  why  had  &he  not  done  so  7— Because 
she  exi>c<'ted  daily  to  be  restored  to  character,  by  Lrr 
Bcducer  doing  hcT  that  justice  which  she  knew  to  be 
.  m  his  power,  and  believed  to  be  in  his  inclination. 
Was  it  natural— was  it  reasonable— was  it  fair,  to 
expect  that  the  should,  in  the  interim,  become /c/o 
tic  se  of  her  own  cliaracter,  and  proclaim  her  frailty 
to  the  world,  when  she  had  every  reason  to  expect, 
that,  liy  conceHling  it  for  a  season,  it  mi;?ht  be  veiled 
for  ever  ?  Was  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  pardonable, 
that,  in  such  an  tmerj^ency,  a  youne  woman,  in  such 
a  situation,  slioidd  be  found  far  Irom  disposed  to 
make  a  confidant  of  every  prjing  cossip,  who,  with 
sharp  eyes,  and  eager  ears,  pressed  upon  ht-r  for  an 
explanation  of  suspicious  circumstances,  which  f*'- 
males  in  the  lower- he  micht  say  which  females  of 
all  ranks  are  so  alert  in  noticing,  that  they  sometimes 
discovt-r  theni  where  they  do  not  exist?  Was  it 
stran^T,  or  was  it  criminal,  that  she  should  have 
repejli'd  tlieir  inquisitive  imnertinenee  with  petulant 
deninls  ?  The  sense  and  feelinj?  of  all  who  heard  him 
would  answer  directly  m  the  negative.  But  ftlthongh 
his  client  had  thus  remained  silent  towards  those  to 
whom  she  was  not  called  upon  to  communicate  her 
situatiiin,— to  whom  "  said  the  leartied  pentlcman, 
"I  will  add,* it  would  have  been  unadvised  and  im- 
proper in  her  to  have  done  so ;  yet,  I  trust,  I  shall 
remove  this  case  most  triumphantly  from  under  the 
■tatute.  and  obtain  the  unfortunate  young  woman  an 
honourable  di8niissi*)n  from  your  Lordsliips'  bar.  by 
showing  that  she  did,  in  due  time  and  place,  and  to 
a  person  most  fit  for  such  confidence,  mention  tlie 
calamitous  circumstances  in  which  she  found  herself. 
"This  occumxl  after  Robertson's  conviction,  and  wht-n 
he  was  King  in  prison  in  expectationof  the  fate  which 
his  comrade  Wilson  afterwards  suffered,  and  from 
which  he  himself  so  strangely  escaiK'd.  It  was  then, 
when  all  hopes  of  having  her  lionour  repaired  by 
wedl«>ck  vanished  from  her  eyes,— when  an  union 
with  one  in  Robertson's  situation,  if  still  practicable, 
mij^ht,  perhaps,  have  been  regarded  rather  as  an  ad- 
dition to  hrr  discrace,— it  was  theriy  that  I  trust  to  be 
able  to  prove  that  the  prisoner  communicated  and 
consulted  with  her  sister,  a  young  Moman  several 
years  older  than  hersi.lf,  the  daughter  of  her  falht  r, 
if  I  mistake  not,  by  a  former  inarriage,  upon  the 
perils  and  distress  ol  her  unhappy  situation.' 

**  If,  indeed,  you  are  able  to  instruct  that  point,  Mr. 
Fairi»rotlier,"  said  the  presiding  Judge 

'■  If  I  am  indeed  able  to  instnict  that  point,  mv 
Lord,"  resumed  Mr.  Kairhrother,  "I  trust  not  only  to 
aerve  my  client,  but  to  relieve  your  Lordships  fr<mi 
that  which  I  know  you  feel  the  most  painful  duty  of 
your  high  oflSce ;  and  to  give  all  who  now  hear  mc 
the  exquisite  pleasure  of  beholding  a  creature  so 
young,  so  inpenuous,  and  so  beautiful,  as  she  that  is 
now  at  the  bar  of  yoiu-  Lordships'  Court,  dismissed 
from  thence  in  safety  and  in  honour." 

This  address  seemed  to  afifect  many  of  the  audience, 
and  was  foilowe<l  bv  a  slight  murmur  of  applause*. 
Deans,  as  he  heard  his  daughter's  beauty  and  inno- 
cent apimarance  appealed  to,  was  involuntanlv  about 
to  turn  his  eyes  tuwanis  her;  but,  recollecting  him- 
•elf,  he  bent  them  again  on  the  ground  with  stubborn 
lesobiiion. 

"  Will  not  my  learned  brother,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  bar,"  continued  the  advocate,  after  a  short  pause, 
"share  in  this  general  joy,  since  1  know,  while  he 
disciiatf^es  his  duty  in  bringing  an  accused  person 
here,  no  one  rejoices  more  in  their  being  freely  and 
honourably  sent  hence  ?  My  learned  brother  shakes 
liis  head  doubtfully,  and  lays  his  hand  on  the  panel's 
declaration.  I  undersUnd  him  perfectly— he  would 
insinuate  that  the  facts  now  stated  to  your  lordships 
are  inconsistent  with  the  confession  of  Eupheinia 
Deans  herself.  I  need  not  remind  your  lordships, 
that  her  preaent  defence  is  no  whit  to  be  narrowed 
■I7/A//1  the  bounds  of  hec,  former  confession ;  and 
"foag  u  It  Dot  by  may  Account  which  ahe  may  formerly 


have  criven  of  herself,  but  by  what  is  now  to  be  provtsd 
for  or  against  her,  that  she  must  ultimately  stnnd  ni 
fall.  1  am  not  under  the  necessity  of  accoiintir»g  fi)r 
her  choosing  to  dmp  out  of  her  declaration  the  Hr- 
cumstances  of  her  confession  to  her  sist«  r.  She 
might  not  be  aware  of  its  importance;  she  niight  lie 
afraid  of  implicating  her  sister;  sh*;  might  even  have 
forgotten  the  circumstance  entirely,  in  the  termr 
and  distress  of  mind  incidental  to  the  arrest  of  m 
young  n  creature  on  a  chargi*  so  heinous.  Any  ol 
these  reasons  are  sufflci'^nt  to  account  for  her  having 
suppresses!  the  truth  in  this  instance,  at  whatever 
riak  to  herself;  and  I  incline  most  to  her  errrineous 
f(!ar  of  criminating  her  sister,  because  I  ob><:rve  stie 
has  had  a  similar  tcndrrtiess  towards  her  lovrr, 
(howev»?r  undeserved  on  his  part,)  and  has  never 
once  mentioned  Robertson's  name  from  beginning 
to  end  of  her  declaration. 

"But,  mv  TiOrds,-'  continued  Fairbrcthrr,  "Tarn 
aware  the  King's  Advocate  will  expi-rt  me  to  show, 
that  th(r  proof  I  otier  is  con-distent  with-oilicr  cirr:.m- 
sfances  of  the  case,  whi^h  1  do  not  and  c;j!iji».t 
deny.  He  will  demand  of  me  how  EHie  I)ta:i>3 
confession  to  her  sister,  previous  to  her  dilivi  ry.  is 
reconcdable  with  the  mv^?tery  t)f  the  birth— with  the 
disappi'araiice,  perhaps  the  murder  (for  I  will  not  ilt  ny 
a  possiWity  wliich  I  cannot  disprove)  of  the  infant. 
'My  Lords,  tire  explanation  of  this  is  to  l>e  found  in 
the  placability,  pen-hance,  1  may  sav,  in  the  facility 
and  pliability,  of  the  female  s^'X.  llie  i/ul'js  Anm- 
ryllidis  invt  ns  your  liOrdships  well  know,  are 
easily  appeased ;,  noi^  is  it  p<^s:*ible  to  conciive  a 
woman  so  atrociously  offended  by  the  man  w'fiom 
she  has  loved,  but  what  she  will  retain  a  fund 
of  forgiveness,  upon  whfch  his  penitence,  whi  iher 
real  or  aff*eeted,  may  draw  largely,  with  a  certainty 
that  his  bills  will  be  answered.  Wo  can  prove,  by  a 
letter  produced  in  evidence,  that  this  villain  Robert- 
f.on,  from  the  bottom  of  the  dungeon  wh'.nce  ho 
already  probably  meditatr-d  the  escape,  wliich  he 
afterwards  accomplishfrd  by  the  a.«si«!anco  of  his 
comrade,  contrived  to  exercise  authority  over  the 
mind,  and  to  direct  the  motions,  of  this  unhappy  giri. 
It  was  in  compliance  with  his  injunctions,  expre.-scd 
in  that  li^tter,  that  the  panel  was  prevaih.'d  upon  to 
alter  the  lineof  conduct  which  her  own  Utter  thoughts 
had  suggefled ;  anfl,  instead  of  resorting,  wlun  her 
time  of  tmvail  apjjroached,  to  the  proteeimn  of  hn 
own  family,  was  induci:<l  to  confioi-  herklf  to  the 
charge  of  some  vile  agent  of  this  nefani>u»<  j*rdni:cr. 
and  bylier  conducted  to  one  of  those  solitary  ana 
secret  purlieus  of  villnny,  which,  to  the  ^amc  of  our 
police,  still  are  suffered  to  exist  m  the  suburbs  of  tliis 
city,  whore,  with  theassistance,  and  under  tlu>  charse, 
of  a  pjTSon  of  her  own  sex,  she  bore  a  male-child, 
under  circumstances  which  added  treble  bitterness 
to  the  wo  denounced  against  our  original  nioiher. 
What  purpose  Robertson  had  in  all  this,  it  if-  hanl  to 
tell  or  even  to  guess.  He  may  have  meant  to  marry 
the  girl,  for  her  father  is  a  man  of  siibstamr.  But, 
for  the  termination  of  the  story,  and  thucoMdurt  of 
the  u-oman  whom  hn.  had  ['laced  about  tli-  p<TJ".in 
of  Euphemia  Deans,  it  is  &t;ll  more  (liflicnit  to  ac- 
count. The  unfortunate  voung  wcunan  \\i\<  vi.^^iicd 
by  the  fever  incidental  to  her  situariun.  In  this  f»-v.  r 
sne  appears  to  have  been  deceived  by  tin-  V'tr.-o?i  that 
I  waiti-il  on  her,  and,  on  recovering  lu r  Sim<:.s.  she 
foiinrl  that  she  was  childless  in  that  aliodi.  4)lMii^ry. 
I  Her  infant  had  been  carried  off',  perlvp*  for  t!:i'  w.irsl 
'  purposes,  by  the  wr«?tch  that  waitttl  on  her.  It  may 
I  have  been  murdered  for  what  I  can  ti  IL" 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  a  picrci'ig  shrirk.  ut- 
tered by  the  unfortunate  prisoner.     Siie  was  with 
!  difficulty  brousht  to  composL-  hers.'lf.    Hir  eour.*i;. 
I  availed  himself  of  the  tragical  hitcrrupiion,  to  clo;?o 
his  pleading  with  effect. 

!  "My  Lords,"  said  he,  "in  that  piteous  cry  you 
'heard  the  eUjquence  of  maternal  nflictiun.  far  sur- 
.  passing  the  force  of  mv  poor  wonU— Raeliei  weep- 
'  mg  for  her  children !  Nature  herself  bears  te-timony 
1  in  favour  of  the  tenderness  and  acut»ni «?  of  the 
I  prisoner's  parental  fei  lings.  I  will  not  dishonoui 
hcT  plea  by  addmv;  a  word  more." 
[     *'  Heard  ^a  ev«r  \\io  \^  c?  ticL%v'VA\i^'V'  ^tL  ^  ^^> 
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dfeUK  to  Ducnbicdikes,  when  theCounael  had  cndM 
h.i  feptvch.  ^'There's  a  chield  can  spin  a  muckle 
pjn  out  of  a  wee  tait  of  tow  I  Deil  haet  ho  kens 
nisir  about  it  than  what's  in  the  declaration,  and  a 
Eurmi^;  that  Jcanie  Deans  suld  hae  been  able  to  say 
iivjiething  about  her  sister's  situation,  whilk  surmise. 
Mr.  CroiMinyloof  says,  rests  on  sma'  authority.  And 
ws  cl'^ckit  this  f^eat  muckle  bird  out  o'  this  wee 
i-z2\  H*»  could  wile  the  very  flounders  out  o'  the 
KiHh.— What  garr'd  my  father  no  send  me  to  Utrecht  ? 
-But  whisht,  the  Court  is  gaun  to  pronounce  tlie 
Inrerloculor  of  relevancy." 

And  arx'oniinsly  the  Judges,  after  a  few  words,  re- 
cnnird  their  judgment,  which  bore,  that  the  indiet- 
n:-  111,  if  proved,  was  relevant  to  infer  the  pains  of 
bv^':  An<l  that  the  defence,  that  the  panel  had  coin- 
rmm^ateJ  her  situation  to  her  sister,  was  a  relevant 
c-iVnce :  And,  finally,  appointed  the  said  indictment 
i:f1  defeacH  to  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  an 

biaiZe. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

>I<t«l  rifhteutu  judj^  t  a  lentence.— Come,  pmparp. 

Merckd'Jt  of  Venice. 

It  is  by  no  means  my  intention  to  describe  minutely 
th  forms  uf  a  Scottish  criminal  triaL  nor  am  I  sure 
thii  1  cuuld  draw  up  an  account  so  intollijiihle  and 
i:crira'.e  as  to  abide  the  criticism  of  the  gentlemen  of 
Lio  l.jn2  robe.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  jury  was 
ijipanfllc<l,  and  the  case  proceed»:d.  The  prisoner 
Tns  a^ain  required  to  plead  to  the  ehnrce,  and  she 
s^iin  r^plie^l,  *'  Not  Guilty,"  in  the  same  heart-thrill- 
T.j.'  ton's  as  before. 

The  crown  counsel  then  called  two  or  three  female 
»i(m:«»:8,  by  whose  testimony  it  was  established, 
Hisl  Kiiio'p  situation  had  been  rr-marked  by  tliem, 
iliit  they  had  taxed  her  with  the  fact,  and  that  her 
:nsv»'ers  had  amounted  to  an  auffry  and  petulant  de- 
r'il  of  what  they  charged  her  with.  But,  as  very 
frr^Ltiitly  happens,  the  declaration  of  the  pa.nd  or 
ia:iiM.>d  party  herself  was  the  evideacc  whicli  hOrb 
lirJcj*?  upon  her  case. 

Ill  the  event  of  these  Tales  ever  findmj?  their  way 
trro.-s  tiie  Border,  it  niay  be  prt)pci  to  apprise  the 
►i'jthcrn  reader  that  it  is  the  practice  in  Scotland,  on 
i-|ri. handing  a  su'^pected  person,  to  subject  him  to  a 
:j.l::ial  oxai  hi  nation  before  a  magistrate.  He  is  not 
oifip-lkd  to  answer  any  of  the  quesiions  asked  of 
•an;,  hut  may  remain  silent  if  he  sees  it  his  interest 
li'.l'if..*.  Hut  whatever  answers  he  chooses  to  izive 
V-:  I'lrmally  written  down,  and  hcin^  suhserihcd  by 
iiiin^.lf  anJthe  magistrate,  are  produced  a.:;ainst  the 
S'.'oii-*!  d  in  ca.-MJ  of  his  being  brou;4ht  lo  trial.  It  is 
T.-j".  iliat  these  declararions  are  not  pmduced  as  be- 
:■:.-' in  thenL-jrlves  evidence  propi-rly  so  called,  Init 
>:\]  as  ad.ninulct  of  tcsiimonv,  teniling  to  corrobo- 
r-v:  wiiut  is  considered  as  leuuf  and  proper  evidence. 
\i:wiilis.fan<ling  this  nice  distinction,  however,  in- 
fo iuvid  by  lawyers  to  reconcile  this  procedure  to 
ii-ir  'iwn  t?encral  nile,  that  a  man  cannot I'crwiuind 
f '  ln.'ir  wiinosa  a£?ainst  hiinselC  it  nevertheless  usual- 
I;  Ijr.;>pen3  that  these  declarations  become  the  mvans 
',:"  L-iiiJ'rinnins  the  accused,  as  it  were,  out  of  their 
■'■■•n  mouths.  The  urisoner,  upon  these  previous 
exainiTViiions,  has  indeed  the  privilege  of  remaining 
r.!:-r;i  it  he  pleases;  but  every  man  necessarily  ft-ols 
i.^i  a  refusal  to  answer  natural  and  pertinent  inter- 
r  ::-itiir; -s,  put  by  judicial  authority,  is  in  itself  a 
y.-  :ig  jiroof  of  nuilt,  and  will  certainly  learl  to  his 
'  1.1.:  <.<immitted  to  prison;  and  few  can  renounce 
■  :!-■  is'>pe  of  obtaining  liberty,  by  giving  some  spe- 
n  ji:-i  i.i»i>unt  of  themselves^  and  snowing  apparent 
f::i-ik::''<s  in  e.xplaining  their  motives  and  aceounl- 
I.I-'  Iwr  their  conduct.  It,  therefore,  seldom  hapiM:ns 
T.  i:  th<.'  prisoner  refuses  to  give  a  judicial  declaration. 
i::  wiilch,  nevertheless,  either  by  letting  out  too  much 
M  tlj«:  trufh,  or  by  endeavouring  to  substitute  a  fi<:ti- 
t!'iiivs:ory,  he  almost  always  exposes  himself  to  sus- 
(<;■':> in  and  to  contradictions,  which  weigh  heavily  in 
111'  :iiinds  of  the  jury. 

Tirt?  ileclaraiion  of  EfTie  Deans  was  uttered  on 
•t^r  phncipiete,  mad  tho  JbJJowine  ig  a  aketch  of  its 


contents,  given  in  the  judicial  form,  in  which  they 
mav  stiU  be  found  in  the  Books  of  Adjournal. 

The  declarant  admitted  a  criminal  intrigue  with 
an  imlividual  whose  name  she  des^ired  to  conceal. 
•'  Being  interrogated,  what  her  reason  was  for  secrecy 
on  this  point?  She  declared,  that  she  had  no  right  to 
blame  that  person's  con<hict  more  than  she  did  her 
own,  and  that  she  was  willing  to  confess  her  owa 
faults,  but  noi  to  say  any  thing  which  might  crimi- 
nate the  absent.  Interrogated,  if  she  confessed  her 
situation  to  any  one,  or  made  any  preparation  for  her 
confinement  ?  Declares,  she  did  not.  And  being  in- 
tr'rrogatai,  why  she  forbore  to  take  steps  which  her 
situati(m  so  peremptorily  rwiiiired?  Declares,  she 
was  ashamed  to  tell  her  friends,  and  she  trui-ti d  the 
person  she  has  mentioned  would  provide  for  lnT  and 
the  infant.  Interrogated,  if  he  did  sol  Declares, 
that  he  did  not  do  so  ix.'rs(mally ;  but  that  it  was  not 
his  fault,  for  that  the  declarant  is  conviiicetl  he  would 
have  laid  down  his  life  sooner  than  the  bairn  or  she 
had  come  to  harm.  Interro;?ated,  what  prevtnted 
him  from  keeping  his  promise?  Declares,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  »lo  so,  he  being  umler  trou- 
ble at  the  time,  and  declines  further  answer  to  this 
(l^iiestion.  Interrogated,  where  she  was  from  th?  pts 
riod  she  left  her  muster,  Mr.  Saddletree's  fanr.ly,  until 
her  appearance  at  her  father's,  at  St.  Leonard  .s,  the 
day  before  she  was  appreheiuU*<i  1  l)eclan\s,  she  does 
not  remember.  And,  on  the  inlerrogatorv  being  re- 
peated, dt-clares,  she  does  not  mind  muckle  about  it, 
for  she  was  very  ill.  On  the  *n«estion  being  again 
repealed,  she  declares,  she  will  tell  the  tniih,  if  it 
should  be  the  undoing  of  her,  so  long  as  she  is  not 
asked  to  tell  on  other  folkj  and  admiti*,  lliat  she 
passed  that  inter\"al  of  time  in  the  lodging  of  a  wo- 
man, an  acquaintance  of  thatperson  who  liad  wished 
her  to  that  placx^  to  bedehvertMi.  and  that  she  was  there 
deliven.d  accordingly  of  a  male  child.  In:erri»grited, 
what  was  the  name  of  that  person  )  Declares  and  re- 
fuses to  answer  this  question.  IiiterrogatL-il,  wii.'Te  sho 
lives!  Declares,  she  has  no  certainty,  lor  that  she 
was  taken  to  the  lodjring  aforesaid  linder  cldud  of 
iiight.  Interrogated,  if  the  lodging  was  in  tlio  eity 
or  suburbs?  Declares  and  refu.ses  to  ans.ver  that 
question.  Interrogated,  whether,  wlw.n  she  left  the 
house  of  Mr.  Saddletree,  siie  went  up  or  down  the 
strwt ?  Declan s nnd  refus'»s  to  answer  the  qmslion. 
Interrogated,  whether  she  had  evir  si^en  the  woiiuiii 
before  she  was  wished  to  her,  as  she  termed  it,  by 
the  pt.TSon  whose  name  she  refuses  to  answer?  De- 
cliires  and  replies,  not  to  her  knowledgi.\  Interro- 
gated, whether  this  woman  was  intn)duced  to  her  by 
the  said  peTsnn  v(  rbnlly,  or  by  word  of  mouth  ?  De- 
clares, she  has  no  freedum  to  answer  this  question. 
Interroiiated,  if  the  child  was  alive  when  it  was  born  1 
I)e<'.l;irtrs,  that— God  hilp  her  and  it!— it  certainly 
was  alive.  Interrogated,  if  it  di«.'d  a  natural  death 
afterbirth?  Declares,  not  lo  lur  knowlt'dge.  In-« 
ti.rio:!ati;d,  where  it  now  is  ]  Declares,  she  would 
give  her  right  iiaud  to  ken,  but  that  she  nevt.r  hopes 
to  see  mair  than  the  banes  of  it.  And  being  interro- 
gated, whv  she  siij'posr.s  it  is  now  dead?  the  decla- 
rant wept'bittcrly,  and  made  no  answer.  Interroga- 
ted, if  <he  woman,  in  whose  lo<lgin^  she  was,  s.  eined 
to  lu!  a  fit  per.soii  to  be  with  her  m  that  situation  7 
Declares,  she  might  be  fit  enough  for  skill,  but  that 
she  was  a  hard-hcarte<1  bad  woman.  Int».rrogat(.-d, 
if  there  was  any  other  person  in  the  lodgmir  exeept- 
inc  themselves  two?  Declares,  that  she  thinks  there 
w.ns  another  woman ;  but  her  head  wns  ?>>  carri<-d 
with  pain  of  body  and  trouble  of  mind,  that  slie  mind- 
ed her  very  little.  Interrogated,  when  the  child  was 
taktn  away  from  lur?  Declartii,  flint  she  fell  in  a 
fi.ver,  and  was  lij^ht-headed,  and  when  she  came  lo 
her  own  mind,  llic  woman  told  her  the  bnirn  was 
dead ;  and  that  the  declarant  answered,  if  it  was 
dead  it  had  had  foul  play.  That,  thereupon,  the  wo- 
man was  very  sair  on  her,  and  gave  her  mur;h  ill- 
language  ;  and  that  thedvi)onenl  was  frightr  ii*  d,  and 
crawled  out  of  the  hou.-ie  when  her  back  was  lurned, 
and  went  home  to  Saint  Ijconard's  Crags,  as  well  as 
a  woman  in  h*iT  ".omUuow  dviVi',iVv\.*  \^w\\vvA*^^v^^^'**J^\ 
she  did  not  IcU  Uei  svoiy  lo  W  ^^vsXmx  vi\\\  VA>\\vi\  "^aA 
*  i.  e.  wM  «\Aq  \»  <\». 
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get  force  to  search  the  bouso  for  her  child,  dead  or 
alive  ?  Declares,  it  was  her  puFpose  to  do  so,  but  she 
had  not  time.  Interrogated,  why  she  now  conceals 
the  name  of  the  woman,  and  the  place  of  her  abode? 
The  declarant  remained  silent  for  a  time,  and  then 
said,  that  to  do  so  could  not  repair  the  skaith  that 
was  done,  but  might  be  the  occasion  of  more.  In- 
terrogated, whether  she  had  herself,  at  any  time,  had 
any  purpose  of  putting  away  the  child  by  violence? 
Declares,  never;  so  might  God  be  merciful  to  her— 
and  then  again  declares,  never,  when  she  was  in  her 
perfect  senses;  but  what  bad  thoughts  the  Enemy 
might  put  into  her  brain  when  she  was  out  of  her- 
self, she  cannot  answer.  And  again  solemnly  inter- 
rogated, declares,  that  she  would  have  been  drawn 
with  wild  horses,  rather  than  have  touched  the  bairn 
with  an  unmotherly  hand.  Interrogated,  declares, 
that  among  the  ill  language  the  woman  gave  her,  she 
did  say  sure  enough  that  the  declarant  had  hurt  the 
oairn  when  she  was  in  the  brain-fever ;  but  that  the 
declarant  does  not  believe  that  she  said  this  from  any 
other  cause  than  to  frighten  her,  and  make  her  be  si- 
lent. Interrogated,  what  else  the  woman  said  to  her? 
Declares,  that  when  the  declarant  cried  loud  for  her 
bairn,  and  was  like  to  raise  the  neighbours,  the  wo- 
man threatened  her,  that  they  that  could  stop  the 
wean's  skirling  would  stop  hers,  if  she  did  not  keep 
a*  the  lounder.*  And  that  this  threat,  with  the  man- 
ner of  the  woman,  made  the  declarant  conclude,  that 
the  bairn's  life  was  gone,  and  her  own  in  danger,  for 
that  the  woman  was  a  desperate  bad  woman,  as  the 
declarant  Judged,  from  the  language  she  used.  In- 
terrogated, declares,  that  the  fever  and  delirium  were 
brought  on  her  by  hearing  bad  news,  suddenly  told 
to  her,  but  refuses  to  say  what  the  said  news  related 
to.  Interrogated,  why  she  does  not  now  communi- 
cate these  particulars,  which  might,  perhaps^  enable 
the  magistrate  to  ascertain  whether  the  child  is  living 
or  dead;  and  requested  to  observe,  that  her  refusing 
to  do  so  exposes  her  own  life,  and  leaves  the  child  in 
bad  hands ;  as  also,  that  her  present  refusal  to  an- 
swer on  such  points,  is  inconsistent  with  her  allied 
intention  to  make  a  clean  breast  to  her  sister?  De- 
clares, that  she  kens  the  bairn  is  now  dead,  on  if  li- 
ving there  is  one  that  will  look  after  it ;  that  for  her 
own  living  or  dying,  she  is  in  God*s  hands,  who 
knows  her  innocence  of  harming  her  bairn  with  her 
will  or  knowledge ;  and  that  she  has  altered  her  re- 
solution of  speaking  out.  which  she  entertained  when 
she  left  the  woman  s  lodging,  on  acccmnt  of  a  matter 
which  she  has  since leamedT  And  declares,  in  gene- 
ral, that  she  is  wearied,  and  will  answer  no  more 
questions  at  this  time." 

Upon  a  subsequent  examination,  Euphemia  Deans 
adhered  to  the  declaration  she  had  formerly  made, 
with  this  addition,  that  a  paper  found  in  her  trunk 
being  shown  to  her,  she  admitted  that  it  contained 
the  credentiols,  in  consequence  of  which  she  resigned 
herself  to  the  conduct  of  the  womon  at  whose  lodg- 
ings she  was  delivered  of  the  child.  Its  tenor  ran 
thus :— 
**  Dearest  EpFm 

"  I  have  gotten  the  means  to  send  to  youby  a  woman 
who  is  well  qualified  to  assist  you  in  your  approach- 
ing strcight ;  she  is  not  what  I  could  wish  her,  but  I 
cannot  do  better  for  you  in  my  present  condition.  I 
am  obligoi  to  trust  to  her  in  this  present  calamitv, 
for  myself  and  you  too.  I  hope  for  the  best,  thoug'h 
I  am  now  in  a  sore  pinch ;  yet  thought  is  free— I 
think  Handie  Dandie  and  I  may  queer  the  stiflert  for 
nil  that  is  come  and  gone.  Vou  will  be  angry  for  me 
writing  this,  to  my  httle  Oameronian  Lily ;  but  if  I 
can  but  five  to  be  a  comfort  to  you,  and  a  father  to 
your  babie,  you  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  scold.— 
Once  mcire.  let  none  know  your  counsel— my  life  de- 
pends on  this  hag,  d-  n  her— she  is  both  deep  and 
dangerous,  but  she  h^  more  wiles  and  wit  than  ever 
were  in  a  beldam's  head,  and  has  cause  to  be  true 
to  me.  Farewell,  my  Lily— Do  not  droop  on  my  ac- 
count—in  a  week  I  will  be  yours,  or  no  more  my  own." 

Then  followed  a  postscnpL    "  If  they  must  truss 
ine,  I  will  repent  of  nothing  so  much,  even  at  the 
btt  hard  pinch,  as  of  the  injury  I  have  done  my  Lily.'' 
•  t  &  tlM  Qttteter.  t  Avo<d  the  gallowf. 


^ffie  refused  to  say  from  wfamn  ihe  bad  received 
this  letter^  but  enough  of  the  story  was  now  known, 
to  ascertain  that  it  came  from  Robertson ;  and  from 
the  date,  it  appeared  to  have  been  written  about  tbp 
time  when  Andrew  Wilson  (called  for  a  nicknama 
Handie  Dandie)  and  he  were  meditating  their  first 
abortive  attempt  to  escape,  which  miscarried  in  ths 
manner  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  his- 

The  evidence  of  the  Crown  being  condoded,  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  began  to  lead  a  proof  in  bei 
defence.  The  first  witnesses  were  examined  upon 
the  girl's  character.  All^  gave  her  an  excellent  ods, 
but  none  with  more  feelmg  than  worthv  Mrs.  Sad- 
dletree, who.  with  the  tears  on  her  cheeks,  declared, 
that  she  could  not  have  had  a  higher  opinion  of  Effie 
Deans,  nor  a  more  sincere  regard  for  ner,  if  she  had 
been  her  own  daughter.  All  present  gave Jhe  honest 
woman  credit  for  her  goodneSs  of  heart^excepting 
her  husband,  who  whispered  to  Dumbiedikes,  "That 
NichU  Novit  of  yours  is  but  a  raw  hand  at  leading 
evidence,  I'm  thinking.  What  signified  his  bring- 
ing a  woman  here  to  snotter  and  snivel,  and  bather 
their  Lordships?  He  should  hae  ceeted  me,  sir,  and 
I  should  hae  gien  them  sic  a  screed  o'  testimony, 
they  shouldna  hae  touched  a  hair  o'  her  head." 

"^Hadna  ve  better  get  up  and  try't  yet  ?*'  said  the 
Laird.    "  I'll  make  a  sign  to  Novit" 

"Na,  na,"  said  Saddletree  *^  thank  ye  for  naethin^L 
neighbour— that  would  be  ultroneous  evidence,  and  I 
ken  what  belangs  to  that ;  butNichil  Novit  suld  hae 
had  tne  ceeted  eUbito  tempore"  And  wiping  his 
mouth  with  his  silk  handkerchief  with  great  impor- 
tance, he  resumed  the  port  and  manner  of  an  edified 
and  intelli^nt  auditor. 

Mr.  Fairbrother  now  premised,  in  a  few  words, 
"  that  he  meant  to  bring  forward  his  most  important 
witness,  upon  whose  evidence  the  cause  must  in  a 
great  measure  depend.  What  his  client  was,  tber 
had  learned  fit)m  the  preceding;  witnesses ;  and  so 
far  as  general  character,  given  m  the  most  fonribla 
terms,  atd  even  with  tears,  could  interest  every  one 
in  ner  fate,  she  had  already  gained  that  advantage. 
It  was  necessary,  he  admitted,  that  he  should  pro- 
duce  more  positive  testimony  of  her  innocence  tnan 
what  arose  out  of  general  character,  and  this  he 
undertook  to  do  by  the  mouth  of  the  person  to  whom 
she  had  communicated  her  situation— by  the  mouth 
of  her  natural  counsellor  and  guardian— her  sister.— 
Macer,  call  into  court,  Jean,  or  Jeanie Deans,  daughter 
of  David  Deans,  cow-feeder,  at  Saint  Leonardos 
Crags."  i 

When  he  uttered  these  worda  the  poor  prisoner  in- 
stantly started  up,  and  stretched  herself  half  way 
over  the  bar,  towards  the  side  at  which  her  sister 
was  to  enter.  And  when,  slowly  following  the  oflS- 
cer.  the  witness  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  table, 
Effie,  with  the  whole  expression  of  her  countenance 
altered,  from  that  of  confused  shame  and  dismay,  to 
an  eager,  imploring,  and  almost  ecstatic  earnestness 
of  entreaty^  with  outstretched  hands,  hair  streamins 
back,  eyes  raised  eageriy  to  her  sister's  face,  ano 
glistening  through  tears,  exclaimed,  in  a  tone  whicK 
went  through  the  heart  of  all  who  heard  her—*'  G 
Jeanie,  Jeanie,  save  me,  save  me !" 

With  a  difterent  feeling,  yet  equally  appropriated  tc 
his  proud  and  self-dependant  character,  old  Deans 
drew  himself  back  still  further  under  the  cover  of -the 
bench ;  so  that  when  Jeanie,  as  she  entered  the  court, 
cast  a  timid  glance  towards  the  place  at  which  she 
had  left  him  seated,  his  venerable  figure  was  no 
longer  visible.  He  sate  down  on  the  other  side  of 
Dumbiedikes,  wrung  his  hand  hard,  and  whispered, 
"  Ah,  Laird,  this  is  warst  of  a'— if  I  can  but  win 
ower  this  part— I  feel  my  head  mica  diray ;  bot  my 
Master  is  strong  in  his  servant's  weakness."  After 
a  moment's  mental  prayer,  he  again  started  up.  as  if 
impatient  of  continuing  in  any  one  posture,  and  gra- 
dually edged  himself  forward  towards  the  place  he 
had  just  quitted. 

Jeanie.  in  the  meantime,  had  advanced  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  table,  when,  unable  to  resist  the  impulse 
of  affection,  she  suddenly  extended  her  hand  to  her 
sister.    Efiue  was  just  within  the  distanoei  that  thm 


CmofkXXDL} 


THB  HEART  OF  MIO-LOTHUN. 


. , it  with  both  hifa»  pveM  it  to  her  mouth, 

co««r  it  with  kisses,  and  bathe  )t  in  tears,  with  the 
foad  dewouoa  that  aCatholic  would  pay  to  a  guardian 
•aiat  descended  for  his  safety;  whfltfJeanie.  hiding 
her  own  fkoe  with  her  other  hand,  wept  bitterly. 
Tlie  ns^t  would  have  moved  a  heart  of  stone,  much 
iMoie  of  flesh  and  blood.  Many  of  the  spectators 
died  teayrs,  and  it  was  some,  time  before  the  presiding 
Judge  himself  could  so  far  subdue  his  emotion,  as  to 
request  the  witness  to  compose  hersefcT  and  the  pri- 
•ooer  to  forbear  those  raarkiB  of  eager  amction,  which, 
however  natural,  could  not  be  permitted  at  that  time, 
aad  in  that  presence. 

The  solemn  oath,—*'  the  truth  to  tell,  and  no  truth 
to  conceal,  as  far  as  she  knew  or  should  be  asked," 
vas  then  administered  by  the  Judge, "  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  as  the  witness  should  answer  to  Qod  at 
tbe  great  day  of  iudgment ;"  an  awful  adjuration, 
which  seldom  fails  to  make  impression  even  on 
the  most  hardened  characters,  and  to  strike  with  fear 
even  the  most  upright.  Jeanie,  educated  in  deep  and 
<kvoat  reverence  for  the  name  and  attributes  of  the 
Deity,  was,  by  the  solemnity  of  a  direct  appeal  to  his 
person  and  justice,  awed,  but  at  the  same  time  ele- 
vated above  all  considerations,  save  those  which  she 
could,  with  a  clear  conscience,  call  him  to  witness. 
She  repeated  the  form  in  a  low  and  reverent,  but  dis- 
tinct tone  of  voice,  after  the  Judge,  to  whom,  and 
Dot  to  any  inferior  officer  of  the  court,  the  task  is 
tisigned  in  Scotland  of  directing  the  witness  in  that 
•»iemn  appeal,  which  is  the  sanction  of  his  testimony. 
When  the  judge  had  finished  the  established  form, 
be  added  in  a  feeling,  but  yet  a  monitory  tone,  an 
idvice,  which  the  circumstances  appeared  to  him  to 
all  for. 

**  Young  woman,"  these  were  his  words,  "  you 
come  before  this  court  in  circumsunces  which  it 
voald  be  worse  than  cruel  not  to  pity  and  to  sym- 
pathize with.  Xet  it  is  my  duty  to  tell  you,  that  the 
tnith,  whatever  its  consequences  may  be,  the  truth  is 
what  you  owe  to  vour  country,  and  to  that  GKxl  whose 
void  IS  truth,  ana  whose  name/ou  have  now  invoked. 
Use  your  own  time  in  answenng  the  Questions  that 
gentleman"  (pointing  to  the  counsel)  shall  put  to 
TOO— But  remember,  that  what  you  may  be  tempted 
M  say  beyond  what  is  the  actual  truth,  you  must  an- 
•A-er  both  here  and  hereafter." 

The  usual  questions  were  then  put  to  her  .—Whether 
tov  one  had  instructed  her  what  evidence  she  had  to 
dsuverl  Whether  any  one  had  given  or  promised 
her  any  good  deed,  hire,  or  reward,  for  her  testimony  ? 
Whether  she  had  any  malice  or  ill-will  at  his  majesty's 
advocate,  being  the  party  against  whom  she  was  cited 
M  a  witness  1  To  which  ciuestions  she  successively 
taswered  by  a  quiet  negative.  But  their  tenor  gave 
peat  scandal  and  ofienoe  to  her  father,  who  was  not 
aware  that  they  are  put  to  every  witness  as  a  matter 
of  form. 

**  Na,  na,"  he  exclaimed,  loud  enough  to  be  heard, 
"  ray  bmm  is  no  like  the  widow  of  Tekoah— nae  man 
bu  puttm  words  into  her  mouth.'* 

One  of  the  Judges,  better  ac9uainted,  perhaps,  with 
tbe  books  of  adjournal  than  with  the  book  of  Samuel, 
WIS  disposed  to  make  some  instant  iiKiuiry  after  this 
widow  of  Tekoah,  who,  as  he  construed  the  matter, 
bad  been  tampering  with  the  evidence.  But  the  pre- 
adimc  judge,  better  versed  in  scripture  history,  whis- 
pensotohis  learned  brother  the  necessary  explanation ; 
tid  the  pause  occasioned  by  this  mistake,  had  the 
good  e^t  of  giving  Jeanie  Deans  time  to  collect  her 
ipirits  for  the  painiul  task  she  had  to  perform. 

Pairbrother,  whose  practice  and  intelligence  were 
eoQiiderable,  saw  the  necessity  of  letting  the  witness 
eompose  herselt  In  his  heart  he  suspected  that  she 
ctoie  to  bear  false  witness  in  her  sisters  cause. 

"Bat  that  is  her  own  affair,"  thought  Pairbrother; 
"end  it  is  my  business  to  see  that  she  has  plenty  oi 
thne  to  regain  oonposure,  and  to  deliver  her  evidence, 
be  it  tnie,  or  he  it  Mae—raUat  quantum,** 

Accordingly,  he  commenced   his  interrogatories 
with  oninteresting  questions,  which  admitted  of  in- 
•tint  itqply. 
"  Toa  are,  I  think,  the  siiter  of  the  pnaonerf ' 


'*  Not  the  fuli  sister,  howeverl" 
"  No,  sir— we  are  by  different  mothers." 
"  True ;  and  >'ou  are,  I  think,  several  years  olda 
than  your  sister  T'*     I , 
"Yes,  sir,"  &c 

After  the  advocate  had  conceived  that,  by  these 
preliminary  and  unimportant  questions,  be  had  fami- 
liarized the  witness  with  the  situation  in  which  she 
stood,  he  asked,  "  whether  she  had  not  remarked  her 
sister  8  stat6  of  health  to  be  altered,  during  the  latter 

§art  of  the  term  when  she  had  Uvea  willi  Mrs.  Sad- 
letreeT' 

Jeanie  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

'*  And  she  told  you  the  cause  of  it,  mv  dear,  I  sup- 
pose?" said  Pairbrother,  in  an  easy,  and,  as  one  may 
say,  an  inductive  sort  of  tone. 

I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  my  brother,"  said  tbe 
crown  counsel,  rising^  "  but  I  am  in  your  Lordships' 
judgment,  whether  this  be  not  a  leading  question  T* 

'Hf  this  point  is  to  be  debated,"  said  the  presiding 
M,  *'  the  witness  must  be  removed." 

_  "or  the  Scottish  lawyers  reipird  with  a  sacred  and 
scrupulous  horror,  every  question  so  sliaped  by  the 
counsel  examininf,  as  to  convey  to  a  witness  the 
least  intimation  of  the  nature  of  the  answer  which  is 
desired  from  him.  These  scruples,  though  founded 
on  an  excellent  principle,  are  sometimes  carried  to  an 
absurd  pilch  or  nicety,  eepecinWy  as  it  is  generally 
easy  for  a  lawyer  who  has  his  wits  about  him  to  elude 
the  objection.    Pairbrother  did  so  in  the  present  case. 

"  It  IS  not  necessary  to  waste  the  time  of  the  court,, 
my  lord;  since  the  king's  counsel  thinks  it  worth 
while  to  object  to  the  form  of  my  question.  I  will 
shape  it  otnfsrwise.— Pray,  young  woman,  did  you 
ask  your  sister  any  quesuon  when  you  observed  her 
looking  unwell  1— take  courage— speak  out." 

"  I  asked  her,"  replied  Jeanie,  "  what  ailed  her." 

"  Very  well— take  your  own  time— and  what  was 
the  answer  she  made  7"  continued  Mr.  Pairbrother. 

Jeanie  was  silent,  and  looked  deadly  pale.  It  was 
not  ^at  she  at  any  one  instant  entertained  an  idea  of 
the  possibility  of  prevarication— it  was  the  natural 
hesitation  to  extin^sh  thh  last  spark  of  hope  that 
remained  for  her  sister. 

**  Take  courage,  young  woman,"  said  Pairbrother 
— "  I  asked  what  your  sister  said  ailed  her  when  you 
inquired?" 

"  Nothing,"  answered  Jeanie,  with  a  faint  voice, 
which  was  yet  heard  distinctly  in  the  most  distant 
comer  of  the  court-room,— such  an  awiiil  and  pro- 
foimd  silence  had  been  preserved  during  the  anxious 
interval,  which  had  interposed  betwixt  the  lawyer's 
question  and  the  answer  of  the  witness. 

Pairbrother's  countenance  fell ;  but  with  that  ready 
presence  of  mind  which  is  as  useful  in  civil  as  in 
military  emergencies,  he  immediately  rallied—"  No- 
thing? True;  you  mean  nothing  ai^rffi- but  when 
you  asked  her  again,  did  she  not  tell  you  what  ailed 
her?" 

The  Question  was  put  m  a  tone  meant  to  make  her 
comprehend  the  importance  of  her  answer,  had  she 
not  been  already  aware  of  it.  The  ice  was  broken, 
however,  and,  vnth  less  pause  than  at  first,  she  now 
replied,— "Alack!  alack  1  she  never  breathed  word 
to  me  about  it" 

A  deep  groan  passed  through  the  court.  It  was 
echoed  by  one  deeper  and  more  agonized  from  thi 
unfortunate  father.  The  hope,  to  which  uncon- 
sciously, and  in  spite  of  himself  he  had  still  secretly 
clung,  had  now  dissolved,  and  the  venerable  old  roan 
fell  forward  senseless  on  the  fbor  of  the  Court-house, 
with  his  head  at  the  foot  of  his  terrified  daughter. 
The  unfortunate  prisoner,  with  impotent  passion, 
strove  vriih  the  guards,  betwixt  whom  slio  was 
placed.  "Let  me  gang  to  my  father!— I  viU  ^ang 
to  him— J  will  gang  toTiim— he  is  dead— he  is  killed 
—I  hae  killed  him  r— she  repeated  in  frenzied  tones 
of  grief,  which  those  who  houd  them  did  not  speed- 
ily forget     ' 

Even  in  diis  moment  of  agony  anc  gcnieral  connn- 
non,  Jeanie  did  not  lose  that  superiority,  wh*ob  a 
deep  and  firm  mind  assures  to  its  possessor,  imder 
the  most  trying  circumstances. 

"He  is  mylather~fae  is  our  father,"  the  mMf 
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Kpeated  to  diose  who  endearoured  to  aeparatcthem, 
as  she  stooped— «haded  aside  his  gray  hairs,  and  be> 
gan  assiduously  to  chafe  his  temples. 

The  Judge,  after  repeated lyaviping  his  eyes,  gave 
directions  that  they  should  be  conducted  into  a  neigh- 
bouring apartment,  and  carefully  attended.  The  pri- 
soner, as  her  father  was  borne  fVbm  the  Court,  and 
her  sister  slowly  followed,  pursued  them  with  her 
eyes  so  earnestly  fixed,  as  it  they  would  have  started 
from  their  socket  But  when  they  were  no  longer 
visible,  she  seemed  to  find,  in  her  den>airing  and 
deserted  state,  a  courage  which  she  hna  not  yet  ex- 
liibited. 

"The  bitterness  of  it  is  now  past,"  she  said,  and 
then  boldly  addressed  the  Court,  "My  Lords,  it  it  is 
your  pleasure  to  gang  on  wi'  this  matter,  the  weari- 
est day  will  hae  its  end  at  last." 

The  Judge,  who,  much  to  his  honour,  had  shared 
deeply  in  the  general  sympathy,  was  surprised  at 
being  recalled  to  his  duty  by  the  prisoner.  He  col- 
lected himself;  and  requested  to  know  if  the  panel's 
counsel  had  more  evidence  to  produce.  Fairorother 
replied,  with  an  ah:  of  dejection,  that  his  proof  was 
concluded. 

The  King's  Counsel  addressed  the  Jury  for  the 
crown.  He  said  in  few  words,  that  no  one  could 
be  more  concerned  than  he  was  for  the  distressing 
scene  which  they  had  just  witnessea.  But  It  was  the 
necessary  consequence  of  great  crimes  to  bring  dis- 
tress and  ruin  upon  all  connected  with  the  perpetra- 
tors. He  briefly  reviewed  the  proof,  in  which  he 
showed  that  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  con- 
curred with  those  required  by  the  act  under  which 
the  unfortunate  prisoner  was  tried ;  That  the  counsel 
for  the  panel  haid  totally  failed  in  proving  that  Eu- 
piicmia  Deans  had  communicated  her  situation  to 
ncr  sister:  That,  respecting  her  previous  good  cha- 
racter, he  was  sorry  to  observe,  that  it  was  females 
who  possessed  the  world's  good  report,  and  to  whom 
it  was  Justly  valuable,  who  were  most  strongly 
tempted  by  sname  and  fear  of  the  world's  centre, 
to  the  crime  of  infanticide :  That  the  child  was  mur- 
dered^ he  professed  to  entertain  no  doubt.  The  va- 
cillating and  inconsistent  declaration  of  the  prisoner 
herself,  marked  as  it  was  by  numerous  refusals  to 
speak  the  truth  on  subjects,  when,  according  to  her 
own  story,  it  would  have  been  natural,  as  well  as 
advantageous,  to  have  been  candid;  even  this  im- 
perfect declaration  left  no  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to 
the  fate  of  the  unhappy  infant.  Neither  could  he 
doubt  that  the  panel  was  a  partnet  in  this  guilt. 
Who  else  had  an  interest  in  a  deed  so  inhuman? 
Surely  neither  Robert^n,  nor  Robertson's  agent,  in 
whose  house  slie  was  delivered,  had  the  least  tempta- 
tion to  commit  such  a  crime,  unless  upon  her  ac- 
count, with  her  connivance,  and  for  the  sake  of 
saving  her  reputation.  But  it  was  not  required  of 
him.  by  the  law,  that  he  should  bring  precise  proof 
of  the  nnirder,  or  of  the  prisoner's  accession  to  it. 
It  was  the  very  purpose  of  the  statute  to  substitute  a 
certain  chain  of  presumptive  evidence  in  place  of  a 
probation,  which,  in  such  cases,  it  was  peculiariy 
difficult  to  obtain.  The  hJry  might  peruse  the  sta- 
tute itself,  and  they  had  also  the  libel  and  interlocu- 
tor of  relevancy  to  direct  them  in  point  of  law.  He 
ut  it  to  the  conscience  of  the  jury,  that  under  both 
le  was  entitled  to  a  verdict  of  Guilty. 

The  charge  of  Fairbroiher  was  much  cramped  by 
his  having  failed  in  the  proof  which  he  expected  to 
lead.  But  he  fought  his  losing  cause  with  courajge 
and  constancy.  He  ventured  to  arraign  the  severity 
of  the  statute  under  which  the  ydung  woman  was 
tried.  "In  all  other  cases,'*  he  said,  the  first  thing 
required  of  the  criminal  prosecutor  was,  to  prove  un- 
equivocally  that  the  crime  libelled  had  actually  been 
committed,  which  law5'ers  called  proving  the  corpus 
delicti.  But  this  statute,  made  doubtless  with  the 
bebt  intentions,  and  under  the  impulse  of  a  just  hor- 
ror for  the  unnatural  crime  of  infanticide,  run  the  risk 
of  Itself  occasioning  the  worst  of  murderi,  the  death 
^  an  innocent  person,  to  atone  fbr  a  supposed  crime 
which  may  never'  have  been  committOT  W  any  one. 
He  was  so  far  from  acknowledging  the  alleged  pro- 
Oabiltty  of  tJie  child's  violent  death,  that  be  could  not 


e; 


even  allow  that  there  was  eridenee  of  ha  having  erer 

Uved.V 

The  King's  Counsel  pointed  to  the  woman's  de- 
claration ;  to  which  the  counsel  replied'-**  A  produc- 
tion concocted  in  a  moment  of  terror  and  agony,  and 
which  approached  to  insanity,"  he  aaid,  **  his  learned 
brother  well  knew  was  no  sound  eyidenoe  against  the 
party  who  emitted  it  It  was  true,  that  a  judicial  con- 
fession, in  presence  of  the  Juaticet  themselves,  waa 
the  strongest  of  all  proof^  in  ao  much  that  it  is  said  in 
law,  that  *  in  conJUentem  nulUB  sunt  partes  judicis.* 
But  this  was  true  of  judicial  confession  only,  by  which 
law  meant  that  which  is  madt  in  preaenoe  of  the  jua- 
tices,  and  the  sworn  inquef t.  Of^  extrajudicial  con- 
fession, all  authorities  held  with  the  illustrious  Pan- 
naceus,  and  Matheus,  *coi\fe8no  extrajudiciaiis  in 
at  nulla  eat ;  et  quod  nullum  eat^  nonvoteat  admini- 
culari.*  It  was  totally  inept,  and  void  of  all  strength 
and  effect  from  the  beginning;  incapable,  therefore, 
of  being  bolstered  up  or  supported,  or,  according  to 
the  law'phrase,  admmiculaled,  by  other  presumptive 
circumstances.  In  the  present  case,  therefore,  letting 
the  extrajudicial  confession  go,  as  it  ought  to  go,  for 
nothing,'^  he  contended,  "the  prosecutor  bad  not  made 
out  the  second  quality  of  the  statute,  that  a  live  child 
had  been  bom ;  and  thatf  at  least,  ought  to  be  esta- 
blished before  presumptions  were  received  that  it  had 
been  murdered.  Ifanyofthe  assize,"  he  said,  **  should 
be  of  opinion  that  this  was  dealing  rather  narrowly 
with  the  statute,  they  ought  to  consider  that  it  waa  in 
its  nature  highly  penal,  and  therefore  entitled  to  no 
favourable  construction." 

He  concluded  a  learned  speech,  with  an  eloquent 
peroration  on  the  scene  they  had  jnsc  witnessed, 
during  which  Saddletree  fell  fast  asleep. 

It  was  now  the  presiding  Judge's  turn  to  address 
the  jury.    He  did  so  briefly  and  distinctly. 

"It  was  for  the  jury,"  h6  said,  "  to  consider  whether 
the  prosecutor  had  made  out  his  plea.  For  himself; 
he  sincerely  grieved  to  sa^,  that  a  shadow  of  doubt 
remained  not  u#on  his  mind  concerning  the  verdict 
which  the  inguest  had  to  bring  in.  He  would  not 
follow  the  prisoner's  counsel  through  the  impeach- 
ment which  he  had  brought  against  the  statute  of 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary.  He  and  the  jury 
were  sworn  to  ^udge  according  to  the  laws  as  they 
stood,  not  to  cnticise,  or  to  evade,  or  even  to  justify 
them.    In  no  civil  case  would  a  counsel  have  been 

{>crmitted  to  plead  his  cHeni's  case  in  the  teeth  of  the 
aw ;  but  in  the  hard  situation  in  which  counsel  were 
often  placed  in  the  Criminal  Court,  as  wed  as  out  of 
favour  to  all  presumptions  of  innocence,  he  had  not 
inclined  to  interrupt  the  learned  gentleman,  or  nar- 
row his  plea.  The  present  Uw,  as  it  now  stood,  had 
been  instituted  by  the  wisdom  of  their  fathers,  to 
check  the  alarming  progress  of  a  dreadful  crime: 
when  it  was  found  too  severe  for  itspuroose,  it  would 
doubtless  be  altered  by  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature; 
at  present  it  was  the  law  of  the  land,  the  rule  of  the 
court,  and,  according  to  the  oath  which  they  had 
taken,  it  must  be  that  of  the  jury.  This  unnappy 
giri's  situation  could  not  be  doubted;  that  she  had 
homo  a  child,  and  that  the  child  had  disappeared, 
were  certain  tacts.  The  learned  counsel  had  faiieo 
to  show  that  she  had  communicated  her  situation. 
All  the  requisites  of  the  case  required  by  the  statu ia 
were  therefore  before  the  jury.  The  learned  gentlemen 
had,  indeed,  desired  them  to  throw  out  of  considers 
tion  the  panel's  own  confession,  which  was  the  rlea 
usually  urged,  in  penury  of  all  others,  by  counsel  in 
his  situation,  who  usually  felt  that  the  declarations 
of  then:  clients  bore  hard  on  tliem.  But  that  the 
Scottish  law  designed  that  a  certain  weight  should 
be  laid  on  these  declaration  a,  which,  he  admitted, 
were  quodammodo  extrajudicial,  waa  evident  from 
the  universal  practice  by  which  they  were  alwa>'8 
produced  and  read,  as  part  of  the  prosecutor's  proba- 
tion. In  the  present  case,  no  porson  who  had  heard 
the  witnesses  describe  the  appearance  of  the  young 
woman  before  she  left  Saddletree's  house,  ana  con- 
trasted it  with  that  of  her  atate  and  condition  at  her 
return  to  her  father's,  could  have  any  doubt  that  the 
fact  of  delivery 'had  taken  place,  as  set  forth  in  her 
own  declaration,  which  was,  therefore,  not  a  solitarf 
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mete  of  testimony,  but  adminicnlated  imd  supported 
Of  the  strongest  circumstaivtial  proof. 

"He did  not,"  he  said,  "  state  the  impression  tipon 
his  own  mind  with  the  purpose  of  biassing  theirs. 
Ue  had  felt  no  leas  than  thev  had  done  from  the  scene 
of  domestic  misery  which  had  been  exhibited  before 
them;  and  if  thev,  having  God. and  a  good  conscience, 
the  sanctity  of  tneir  oath,  and  the  regard  due  to  the 
law  of  the  country,  before  their  eyes,  could  come  to 
a  conclusion  favourable  to  this  unhappy  prisoner,  he 
ihould  rejoice  as  much  as  any  one  in  court;  for  never 
bad  he  found  his  duty  more  distressing  than  in  dis- 
charging it  that  day,  and  glad  he  would  be  to  be  relieved 
from  the  still  more  painiul  task,  whicl^  would  other- 
wise remain  for  him." 

The  jury,  having  heard  the  Judge's  address,  bowed 
and  retired,  preceded  by  a  macer  of  Ck)urt,  to  the 
apartment  destined  for  their  d^beration. 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 

Lew.  take  thy  vietim— May  the  And  the  mfrey 

la  Ton  mild  hearen,  which  Uiia  hard  world  deniea  her  1 


It  was  an  hour  ere  the  jurors  returned,  and  as  they 

traversed  the  crowd  with  slow  steps,  as  men  about  to 

'  discharge  themselves  of  a  heavy  and  painful  respon- 

iibility,  the  audience  was  hushed  into  profound,  ear- 

oeit  and  awful  silence. 

"Have  you  agreed  on  your  chancellor,  gentlemen  T' 
«u  the  first  question  of  the  Judge. 

The  foreman,  called  in  Scotland  the  chancellor  of 
the  jury,  usually  the  man  of  best  rank  and  estimation 
among  the  assixer^  stepped  forward,  and.  with  a  low 
iwerenccL  delivered  to  the  Court  a  sealed  paper,  con- 
taining the  verdict,  which^  until  of  late  years,  that 
verbal  returns  are  in  some  instances  permitted,  was 
always  couched  in  writing.  The  Jury  remained  stand- 
mg  while  the  Judge  broke  the  seals,  and  having  pe- 
rased  the  paper,  handed  it,  with  an  air  of  mournful 
gravity,  down  to  the  Clerk  of  Court,  who  proceeded 
'  w  engross  in  the  record  the  yet  unknown  verdict,  of 
which,  howiBver,  all  omened  the  tragical  contents. 
A  form  still  rdmained,  trifling  and  unimportant  in 
'tself,  but  to  which  imagination  adds  a  sort  of  so- 
lemoity  from  the  awful  occasion  upon  which  it  is  used. 
A  lighted  candle  was  placed  on  the  table,  the  ori^rinal 
P«pcr  containing  the  verdict  was  enclosed  in  a  sheet 
w  paper,  and,  sealed  with  the  Judge's  own  signet. 
was  transmitted  to  the  Crown  Office,  to  be  preserved 
tniong  other  records  of  the  same  kind.  As  all  this  is 
tnnsacted  in  profound  silence,  the  producing  and 
extinguishing  the  candle  seems  a  type  of  the  human 
^ark  which  is  shortly  afterwards  doomed  to  be 
HJjenched,  and  excites  in  the  spectators  something  of 
we  same  effect  which  in  England  is  obtained  by  the 
Judge  assuming  the  fatal  cap  of  judgment.  When 
y«"e  preliminary  forms  had  been  gone  through,  the 
Judge  required  Eluphemia  Deans  to  attend  to  the  ver- 
dict to  be  read. 

Af^er  the  usual  word?  of  style,  the  verdict  set  forth, 
thai  the  Jury  having  made  choice  of  John  Kirk,  Esq. 
*o  be  their  chancellor,  and  Thomas  Moore,  merchant, 
*^ .he  their  olerk^id,  by  a  plurality  of  voices,  find  the 
JJid  Euph<:mia  Deans  GhriLTV  of  the  crime  libelled ; 
wt,  m  consideration  of  her  extreme  youth,  and  the 
•*»«  circumstances  of  her  case,  did  earnestly  entreat 
Jnit  the  Judge  would  recommend  her  to  the  mercy  of 
tM  Crown. 

/*  Gentlemen,"  said  the  Judge,  "you  have  done  your 
jBty— and  a  painful  one  it  must  have  been  to  men  of 
oumanity  like  you.  I  will,  undoubtedly,  transmit 
tjw  recommendation  to  the  throne.  But  it  is  my 
outy  to  tell  all  who  now  hear  me,  but  especially  to  in- 
■(^that  unhappy  young  woman,  in  order  that  her 
ttttid  may  be  settled  accordingly,  that  I  have  not  the 
f*«  hme  of  a  pardon  being  granted  in  the  present 
JJ*-  Ton  know  the  crime  nas  been  increasing  in 
(t»t  land.. and  I  know  Au-ther,  that  this  has  been 
Mcnbed  to  the  lenity  in  which  the  laws  have  been 
•J^sed,  and  thaLthere  is  therefore  no  hope  whatever 
j»«  obtaiomg  a  remission  for  this  offence.^  The  jury 
^w«i  apiin,  and,  released  from  their  painful  office^ 
^'^Vflj   ^'^^^■•^^^  among  the  mass  of  bystanders. 


The  Court  then  asked  Mr.  Fairbrother,  whether 
he  had  any  thing  to  say,  why  judgment  should  not 
follow  on  the  verdict  1  The  counsel  had  spent  some 
time  in  perusing,  and  reperusing  the  verdict,  counting  / 
the  letters  in  each  jurors  name,  and  weighing  every 
phrase,  nay  every  syllable,  in  the  nicest  scales  of  legal 
criticism.  But  the  clerk  of  the  jury  had  understood 
his  business  too  well.  No  flaw  was  to  be  found,  and 
Fairbrother  mournfully  intimated,  that  he  bad  nothing 
to  say  in  arrest  of  judgment. 

The  presiding  Jud^e  then  addressed  the  unhappy 
prisoner :— "  Euphemia  Deans,  attend  to  the  stjiitence 
of  the  Court  now  to  be  pronounced  against  you." 

She  rose  from  her  seat,  and,  with  a  composure  far 
greater  than  could  have  been  augured  from  her  de- 
meanour durhig  some  parts  of  the  trial,  abode  the 
conclusion  of  the  awful  scene.  So  nearly  does  th^ 
mental  portion  of  our  feelings  resemble  those  which 
are  corporal,  that  the  first  severe  blows  which  we  re- 
ceive bring  with  them  a  stunning  apathy,  which  ren- 
ders us  indifierent  to  those  that  follow  them.  Tims 
said  Mandrin,  when  he  was  undergoing  the  punish- 
ment of  the  wheel ;  and  so  have  all  felt,  upon  whom 
SQccessive  inflictions  have  descended  with  continuous 
and  reiterated  violence. 

"  Young  woman,"  said  the  Jud^  "  it  is  my  pain- 
ful duty  to  tell  you,  that  your  life  is  forfeited  under  a 
law,  which,  if  it  may  seem  in  some  degree  severe,  is 
yet  wisely  so,  to  render  those  of  your  unhappy  situa- 
tion aware  what  risk  they  run,  by  concealing,  out  ot 
pride  or  false  shame,  their  lapse  from  virtue,  and 
making  no  preparation  to  ^ave  the  lives  of  the  unfor- 
tunate infants  whom  they  are  to  bring  into  the  world. 
When  you  concealed  your  situation  from  your  mis- 
tress, your  sister,  and  other  worthy  and  compassion- 
ate persons  of  your  own  sex,  in  whose  favour  your 
former  conduct  had  given  you  a  fair  place,  you  seem 
to  me  to  have  had  in  your  contemplation,  at  least,  the 
death  of  the  helpless  creature,  lor  whose  life  you  ne- 
glected to  provide.  How  the  child  was  disposed  of— 
whether  it  was  dealt  upon  by  another,  or  by  yourself— 
whether  the  extraordinary  story  yon  have  told  is 
partly  false,  or  altogether  so,  is  between  God  and 
your  own  conscience.  I  will  not  aggravate  your  dis- 
tress by  pressing  on  that  topic,  but  Ido  most  solemn- 
ly adjure  you  to  employ  the  remaining  space  of  your 
time  m  making  your  peace  with  God,  for  which  pur- 
pose such  reverend  clergyman,  as  you  yourself  may 
name,  shall  have  access  to  you.  Notwithstanding 
the  humane  recommendation  of  the  jury,  I  cannot 
afford  to  you,  in  the  present  circhmstances  of  the 
country,  the  slightest  nope  that  your  life  will  be  pro- 
longed beyond  the  period  assigned  for  the  execution 
of  your  sentence.  Forsaking,  therefore^  the  tlioughts 
of  this  worid,  let  your  mind  be  prepared  by  repentance 
for  those  of  more  awful  moments— for  death,  judg- 
ment, and  eternity.— Doomster,  road  the  sentence.  ♦ 

*  The  name  or  Uiis  officer  is  equivalent  to  Uie  pronounccr  of 
doom  or  iwntonce.  In  this  compneheiiRive  senw,  the  Juilgef  of 
the  Me  of  Man  were  called  Demi»#teri.  But  in  ScoUand  the 
word  wu  long  rattricled  to  the  de«tfnation  of  an  ofncial  person, 
wIkmc  duty  it  wm  to  recite  Uie  soaicnce  after  it  had  been  pro- 
nounced by  the  Court,  and  recorded  bjr  the  clerk ;  on  which 
occasion  Uie  Dempster  le^ized  it  by  the  words  of  form.  "  An4 
this  1  prononnce  for  dotm.""  For  a  length  of  rean,  tlia  offioe,  oa 
mentioned  in  the  text,  w&i  held  in  eonviendan  with  Uiat  of  thA 
executioner ;  for  when  this  odious  but  necessary  odiccr  of  justice 
received  his  appointment,  Ue  petitioned  the  Court  of  Justiciary 
to  be  received  as  their  Dempetar,  which  was  franted  as  a  mat- 
ter of  eoart«. 

The  production  of  the  executioner  in  open  court,  and  in  pre- 
aence  of  the  wretched  erimionl,  liad  srmt'thine  in  it  liideousaod 
dissustinf  to  the  more  refined  fbolinci  of  Inter  times.  But  If  an 
old  tradition  of  the  ParlianMnl  Houm  of  fidinburtpT  may  be 
trusted,  it  vras  the  following  aneedote  which  occncioBad  tlie 
difuse  of  the  I>empatcr*s  office. 

It  chanced  at  one  time  that  the  office  of  public  exec«tiuner 
waa  vacant  There  was  occasion  for  some  one  to  act  aa  Demp- 
ster, and,  ooQsiderinf  the  party  who  generally  held  the  offioe,  it 
is  not  wonderftil  that  a  iocun  unena  was  hard  to  be  found.  At 
length,  <mt  Hume,  who  had  been  sentenced  to  trennportation. 
for  an  attempt  to  bum  his  own  house,  was  induuod  to  consent 
tliat  he  would  pronounce  the  doom  on  this  occasion.  But  when 
brought  forth  ta  officiate,  instead  of  repeating  the  doom  to  tlie 
criminal,  Mr.  Home  addressed  himself  to  Uieir  Iord«liips  in  a 
bitter  complaint  of  tho  injustice  of  his  own  sentence.  It  was  ir 
vain  that  he  was  interrupted,  and  reminded  of  tho  purpose  for 
which  he  had  come  hither ;  "  1  ken  what  ye  want  of  me  weel 
enough,"  said  the  f<^ow,  "  ye  want  me  «o  be  your  Dempster;  but 


I  am  no'ino  to  ht  noiut  of  your  Dempster ;  I  %ta  come  to  sumoMMi 
Ml,  Lord  £— ,  to  anwer  at  Uw  bar  of  ■•> 


you,  Lord  T— ,  and  you, 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Chap.  XXIV. 


When  the  Doomster  Bhowed  himself,  a  tall,  hag- 
gard fi^re,  arrayed  in  a  fantastic  i;arnient  of  black 
and  gray,  passriiontiKl  with  silver  lace,  all  fill  back 
wiih  a  &ort  of  instinctive  horror,  and  made  wide 
way  for  him  to  approach  the  foot  of  the  table.  As 
this  oHice  was  hdrl  by  the  common  executioner,  men 
tfhoulderttl  each  other  backward  to  avoid  even  the 
touch  of  his  garment,  and  some  wei4  seen  to  brush 
their  own  clothes,  which  had  accidintally  become 
subject  to  such  contamination.  A  sound  went 
throu;!h  the  court,  produced  bv  each  [XTSon  drawing 
in  tht.ir  broath  hard,  as  men  do  when  they  expect  or 
witness  what  is  fri^'htful,  and  at  the  same  time  afTect- 
itisr.  The  caititi' villain  yet  siH.>me(l,  amid  his  harden- 
ed brutality^  to  have  i^oinc  sense  of  his  being  the  ob- 
\v.ci  of  public  (ItMostation,  which  made  him  impatient 
of  bciuK  in  public,  us  birds  of  evil  omen  arc  anxious 
to  es:'upo  from  daylight,  and  from  pure  air. 

Reiiratini?  after  tin.-  Clerk  of  Court,  he  gabbled  over 
the  wonls  of  the  sentence,  which  condemned  Euphc- 
niia  Deans  to  he  conducted  back  to  the  Tolbooth  of 
Edinburgh,  and  demintHl  thcrn  until  Wednesday  the 

day'ot •  and  upon  that  day,  betwixt  the 

hours  of  two  and  four  o  clock  afternoon,  to  be  con- 
\tyt\i  to  the  coriinion  place  of  execution,  and  there 
hanffi:^!  by  the  neck  upon  a  gibl>ct.  *' Ana  this,''  said 
ihn  Doomster,  agmravatiug  his  harsh  voice,  ** I  pro- 
nounce for  doom. 

He  vanished  when  lie  had  spoken  the  last  emphatic 
worrl.  like  a  foul  ti^nd  after  the  purpose  of  his  visita- 
tion has  betrn  accompIi^>hed ;  but  the  impression  of 
horror,  excited  by  his  prt^sonco  and  his  errand,  re- 
niaincd  upon  the  crowd  of  spectators. 

The  unfortunate  criminal,— for  so  she  must  now  bo 
tenui'fl,— with  moru  susctptibility,  and  more  irritable 
feelingri  than  her  fathur  and  sister,  was  found,  in  this 
emergence,  to  possess  a  considerable  share  of  their 
courRge.  She  had  remained  standing  motionless  at 
the  bar  while  the  sentence  was  pronounci  d,  and  was 
ohser\'ed  to  shut  her  eyes  when  the  Doomster  appeared. 
But  the  w'liH  the  first  to  break  silence  when  that  evil 
form  had  If^ft  his  place. 

"  God  forgive  y^  my  Lords,"  she  said,  "  and  dinna 
l?e  angry  wi'  me  for  wishing  it— we  a'  need  forgive- 
ness. As  for  myself  I  eanna  blame  jt,  for  ye  act  up 
to  yiiur  ligiits ;  and  if  I  huvena  killeil  my  po4>r  infant, 
ye  may  witness  fV  that  hae  seen  it  this  dav,  that  I 
nae  been  the  means  of  killing  my  gray-heacfed  father 
— I  di'scrve  the  warat  frae  man,  and  frae  God  too — 
But  Ciod  is  mair  mercifu'  to  us  than  we  are  to  each 
other." 

Wiih  these  words  the  trial  concluded.  The  crowd 
rushed,  bearing  forward  and  shoulduring  each  other, 
out  of  tlie  court,  in  the  sumo  tumultuary  mode  in 
wiiich  they  had  entered ;  and,  in  the  excitation  of 
animal  motion  and  animal  spirits,  soon  fi»rgo»  what- 
ever they  liad  felt  as  iujpressive  in  the  scene  whicii 
th'V  had  witnessed.  Th«  pnifessional  spectators, 
whnm  habit  and  theory  had  rendered  as  callous  to 
t!»e  (ii!«Jtn;j-a  of  the  wene  as  medical  men  are  to  those 
of  a  surgical  operation,  walked  homeward  in  groups, 
d'<iMi«sing  the  general  principle  of  the  statute  under 
which  the  voung  woman  was  condemiutl.  tiienutur« 
of  ihc  evidence,  and  tiie  arguments  of  the  counsel, 
wiiiiout  considering;  even  that  of  the  Judge  as  ex- 
empt from  their  criticism. 

T^ie  female  spectators,  more  compassionate,  were 
loud  in  exclamation  agui^^«t  that  part  of  ih;;  Judge's 
Bjv .  eh  which  se#.*med  to  cut  off* 'the  hope  of  pardon. 

*•  Set  him  up,  indeotl."  saifl  Mr.".  Howden,  to  tell 
us  that  the  poor  lassie  behoved  to  die,  when  Mr.  John 
Kirk,  as  civil  a  ceniieman  ra  is  within  tiio  ports  of 
the  town,  took  the  pains  to  prigac  for  her  hiinsi^ll." 

"Ay,  but,  neighbour,"  wid  Miss  Dauiahoy,  drawing 
up  her  tinn  maidenly  form  to  its  full  height  of  prim 
dignity— "I  really  think  this  unnatural  business  of 

4ith(fr  nnr!d  for  llie  injuMtit^  ynu  hnvo  done  mn  in  thi*."    In 

•ii-iri.  Iluirie  ti.til  fjnSy  matitf  a  prct^vr  iif  mmpl^infr  with  tliu 

pniuiK.-tl.  in  nrd'.-r  to  Jinvc  nn  u|>|>iir;uiiiry  of  n-\iliiipthe  JudevK 

t"  ihi'ir  far''*.  «)r  ei^inc  th»*in,  in  Ih»»  I'lim-M*  «>f  hi«  pounfT,  "a 

sft/an  '*    Ih'  Ha4  iiurm-d  (ttTuniid  the  lau.'hier  oftho  aiidiPnrt!. 

but ih»  indfonnmufctim  wliiflt  Imd  lakcn  plaif  runinbulod  M 

fltciilfiUtftn  of  ttm  otUei  of  lh'tn{t»tnr.    T.'io  *'fitenri»  i»  nnvr 

j*»f«/«i>T  -V  //»•  rJerk  t*f  r„»rt,  uufi  lite  formalily  of  proO'jun- 


having  bastard-bairns  should  be  putcea  a  stop  to— 
Then'  isna  a  hussv  now  on  this  s^de  of  thirty  thai 
you  can  bring  wimin  your  doors,  but  tliere  will  be 
chields— writer-lads,  prentice-lads,  and  what  not- 
coming  traiking  after  them  for  their  destruction^  and 
discrediting  ane's  honest  house  into  the  bargain— I 
hae  nae  patience  wi'  them." 

"Hout,  neighbour,"  said  Mrs.  Howden,  "wesuld 
live  and  let  hve— we  hae  been  young  oursells,  and  we 
are  no  aye  to  judge  the  warbl  when  lads  and  lasses 
forgather." 

I  Young  oin^ells  7  and  judge  the  warst  ?"  said 
Miss  Damahoy.  "  I  am  no  sae  auld  as  that  coiiiea 
to,  Mrs.  Howden  j  and  as  for  what  ye  ca'  the  warst, 
I  ken  neither  good  nor  bad  about  the  matter,  1  thank 
my  stars." 

Ye  are  thankfu'  for  sma'  mercies,  then,"  said  Mrs. 
Howden ;  with  a  toss  of  her  head ;  "  and  as  for  you 
and  younff—l  trow  ye  were  doing  for  yoursell  at  the 
la.si  riding  of  the  Scots  Parliament,  and  that  was  in 
the  gracious  year  seven,  sae  ye  can  be  nae  sic  chicken 
at  ony  rate." 

Plumdamas,  who  acted  as  squire  of  the  body  to  the 
two  contending  dames,  instantly  saw  the  hazard  of 
entering  into  such  delicate  points  of  chronology,  and 
beinjg  a  lover  of  peace  and  good  neighbourhood,  lost 
no  time  in  bringing  back  the  conversation  to  its  ori- 
ginal subject. 

*'  The  Judge  didna  tell  us  a'  he  could  hae  tell'd  ub, 
if  he  had  liked,  about  the  application  for  pardon, 
neighbours,"  said  he;  "is  there  aye  a  wimple  in  a 
lawyer's  clew ;  but  it's  a  wee  bit  of  a  secret. 

"  And  what  is'i?— what  i.s'i,  neighbour  Plumda- 
mas?" said  Mrs.  Howden  and  Miss  D'amahoy  ai 
once,  the  acid  A'rmentation  of  their  dispute  l»eing  at 
once  neutralized  by  the  powerful  alkali  implied  in  the 
word  secret. 

"Here's  Mr.  Saddletree  can  tell  ye  that  better  than 
me,  for  it  was  him  that  tauld  ine,"  said  Plumdamas, 
as  Saddletrei*  came  up,  with  his  wife  hanging  on  hit 
arm.  and  looking  very  disconsolate. 

When  the  question  was  put  to  Saddletree^  he  looked 
very  scornful.  "  They  speak  about  stopj^iiig  the  fre- 
quency of  ehild-murder,"  said  he,  in  a  contemptuous 
tone :  "  do  ye  think  our  auld  enemies  of  Knuland.  as 
Gleiidook  aye  ca's  them  in  his  printed  Stu'.ute-b<M>k, 
care  a  boddic  whejlier  we  dinna  kill  ane  aniiher,  akin 
and  birn^  horse  and  foot,  man,  woman,  and  bairns, 
ail  and  smdry,  ojnnixet  vhteuloft^  asMr.  Cro^sniylow 
says?  Na.  na.  it's  no  that  liinders  thrm  frae  pardon- 
ing the  bit  las:«i»\  But  here's  the  pinch  of  the  plea. 
The  king  and  queen  are  sae  ill-pleased  wi'  that  iiiisiak 
about  Portions,  that  deil  a  kindly  Scot  will  rliey  par- 
don again,  either  by  reprieve  or  remission,  if  the  hail 
town  o'  Edinburgh  should  be  a'  hanged  on  ae  tow.'* 

"  Deil  that  they  were  back  at  their  German  kale- 
vard  then,  as  my  neighbour  MacCroskie<a's  it,"  said 
Mrs.  Howden,  ''  and  that's  the  way  they're  gaun  to 
gui'le  us '." 

"Tlury  say  for  certain,"  yaid  Miss  Damahoy.  "that 
King  Gc-orge  flang  his  periwig  in  the  fire  wnen  he 
heard  o'  the  Poritsous  mob." 

'•  He  ha?  done  that,  they  say,"  replied  Saddletree, 
"  for  less  thing." 

"A  weel,  said  Miss  Dainahoy,  "he  might  keep 
mair  wit  in  his  anger— hut  it's  a'  the  better  for  his 
wigmaker,  I'se  warrant." 

'■  The  queen  tore  her  bigconnts  for  perfect  anger,— 
ye'll  hne  heard  o'  that  too  ?  said  Plumdamas.  *' And 
the  king,  they  say,  kiekit  Sir  Robert  Walpole  for  no 
kn^ping  down  the  mob  of  Ei'r.iburgn ;  but  I  dinna 
believe  he  wad  behave  saeungentiel. ' 

'*  It's  dooms  tnith.  though,"  naid  Saddletree ;  "and 
he  was  for  kicking  the  Duke  of  Argyle*  too." 

*  Thi«  n'll.lcmnn  venn  vory  dear  to  )i\*  ctmnxrjntrn,  who  wm 
jurtrlr  iiroud  of  III*  niilitnry  and  iiohtir.tl  tnl(^nl'>.  .niiil  irrtttefiA 
for  ihf  rr.-idy  7^nl  with  which  hnanKcrlcd  thr  rl{fht^  nf  liii  na 
tin*  ruuiitrv.  Thi.4  wn»  Uf\tT  niorv  cnnaiurtKiu*  ihnn  in  tiM 
innttrr  of  rh«  Pifiitius  .Mob,  when  tlie  MiHtktiT!<  bmucht  in  • 
vNiliMit  and  vindictive  bill,  for  declnrinc  the  I^ord  PmvcMt  of 
Edinhiirch  inRa|Mililo  of  bfariiip  any  public  oll^ct;  in  future,  for 
n-<t  ion'-^finc  a  disorder  which  no  <in«  ron>:.aw,  or  interrupting 
till'  rtiiiF'^r'  of  a  rior  too  furmidubie  to  cndarc  uppiwiiiuii.  11m 
nnnH'tull  mndc  itnurininn  for  iiuIIiuk  down  th«t  city  jratea,  uid 
'.iVfi\i»h-.ns  i\i(>  c\ty  fxtiird.->raihfr  a  Hibcniian  mode  of  euulmf 


CB9.XXVI 


THE  fiBtfRT  OP  WD-LOF^IAK. 


I  the  DuIm  of  Arssrler'  exclaimed  thehear- 
«nfti  once,  in  all  the  various  combined  keys  of  utter 
actooiiiiraent. 

**  Ay,  but  HacCaUummore's  blood  wadna  sit  down 
wf  that ;  there  was  risk  of  Andro  Ferrara  coming 
uthirdsmaii." 

'*  The  duke  is  a  real  Scotsman— a  true  friend  to  the 
csBoiry,''   answered  Saddletree's  hearers. 

"  Aye,  troth  is  he,  to  king  and  country  baith,  as  ye 
fall  bear,"  continued  the  orator,  *'  if  ye  will  come  m 
bfe  to  oar  bouse,  £or  it's  saliast  speaking  of  sic  things 
viter  parietea.**  , 

When  they  entered  his  shop  he  thiust  his  prentice 
boy  oat  of  it,  and  unlocking  nis  desk,  took  out,  with 
ao  air  of  m^re  and  complacent  importance,  a  dirty 
and  crampted  piece  of  printed  paper ;  be  ODserved, 
"  This  is  new  corn— it's  no  every  body  could  show  ye 
tbe  like  o*  this.  It's  the  Duke's  speech  about  the 
Porteous  mob,  just  promulgated  by  the  hawkers. 
Yc  shall  hear  what  Ian  Roy  Cean*  says  for  himsell. 
My  correspondent  bought  it  in  the  Palace-yard,  that's 
Eke  just  under  the  king's  nose— I  think  he  claws  up 
their  mittans  J— -It  came  in  a  letter  about  a  foolish  bill 
of  exchange  that  the  man  wanted  me  to  renew  for 
him.   I  wiah  ye  wad  see  about  it,  Mrs.  Saddletree." 

Honest  Mrs.  Saddletree  had  hitherto  been  so  sin- 
eerdy  distressed  about  the  situation  of  her  unfortu- 
nate protegee,  that  she  had  sufiered  her  husband  to 
proceed  in  ois  own  way,  without  attending  to  what  he 
was  saying.  The  words  hiU  and  rtnew  had,  however, 
an  awakening  sound  in  them  ;  and  she  snatched  the 
fetter  which  her  husband  held  towards  her,,  and 
wiping  her  eyes,  and  putting  on  her  spectacles,  en- 
deavoured, as  fast  as  the  dew  which  collected  on  her 
giaases  would  permit,  to  get  at  the  meaning  of  the 
seedful  part  of  the  ^istle ;  while  her  husband  with 
pompous  elevation,  read  an  extract  £rom  the  speech. 

"  1  am  no  minister,  I  never  was  a  minister,  and  I 
will  be  one" 


"  I  didna  ken  his  grace  was  ever  deaigned  for  the 
ministry."  interrupted  Mrs.  Howden. 

"  He  disna  mean  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  Mrs. 
Bowden,  but  a  minister  of  state,"  said  Saddletree, 
with  condescending  goodness,  and  then  proceeded : 
'"The  time  was,  when  I  might  have  been  a  piece  of 
1  nanister,  but  I  was  too  sensible  of  my  own  mcapa- 
Qty  to  engage  in  any  state  affair.  And  I  thank  God 
that  I  had  always  too  great  a  value  for  those  few  abi- 
lities which  nature  has  given  me,  to  employ  them  in 

!%«  Dnke  of  Argyle  oppowd  thit  bill  as  a  emel.  unjust  and 
frnatieal  procecdinr,  and  an  encroaehment  upon  toe  privile^os 
of  the  rora)  barchs  of  Sootlaod,  secured  to  Uiem  by  Uie  ttt* aty 
«f  Union.  "  In  afi  the  proceedings  of  that  time,"  said  hi«  Grace, 
"the  nation  of  Scotland  treated  with  the  English  as  a  free  and 
iadcpntdent  people ;  and  as  that  treaty,  my  Lords,  had  no  other 
gunurtee  for  the  due  perfbnnaooe  of  its  articles,  but  the  Ihith 
Md  hooovr  of  a  Britim  Parliament,  it  would  be  both  unjust  and 
eofenerous.  should  this  House  afree  to  any  proceedings  that 
Iwve  a  teqdencr  to  injure  it" 

Lord  Hardwicke,  in  reply  to  the  Duke  of  Arf^Ie,  seemed  to 
nmmate,  tliat  his  Grace  had  taken  up  theaflhir  in  a  party  point 
')f  riew,  to  which  Uie  nobtonap  replied  in  the  spirited  language 
fBoted  m  ttie  text— Lord  Hardwicke  apolofixed.  The  bill  was 
niBdi  modified,  and  Uie  clauses  eonceminf  the  dismantling  Uie 
etty.  and  disbanding  tbe  Guard,  urore  departed  from.  A  Ane  of 
Mbt  wa.«  imposed  on  the  city  for  the  benefit  of  POrteous's 
widow.  She  was  contented  to  accept  tltree-fourths  of  ifte  sum, 
ttie  peyment  of  which  closed  the  transaction.  It  is  remnrkflble, 
dnt,  in  our  day,  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  have  had  recoursa 
to  beth  those  meamrea,  held  in  such  horror  by  their  predecen- 
wa,  w  necessary  steps  for  Ute  improvrmcnt  of  the  city. 

a  «sy  be  liene  noticed,  in  explanation  of  another  circumstance 
Bwationed  in  the  text.  Uiat  there  is  a  edition  in  SooUand,  Umt 
Qmcgs  It ,  whose  irascible  temper  is  said  sometimes  to  ha\-e 
btfTwd  him  into  expressing  his  d  If  pleasure  far  voit  <tu  fait, 
rsSkx*^  to  the  Duke  of  Arayle,  in  angry  audience,  some  menace 
of  thii  nattf  re,  on  which  he  left  the  presence  in  high  disdain, 
Md  with  little  ceremnnr-  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  having  mat  the 
Daka  as  he  rvtirod.  and  learning  Uie  cause  of  his  resentment 
ifld  diseomposare,  endeavoured  to  reconcile  him  to  what  had 
asffwned.by  saying,  **  Such  wns  his  Majesty's  way,  and  that  he 
enea  took  socli  liberties  with  him«elr  without  meaning  any 
bans."  Thia  did  not  mend  matters  in  M'Calluromore's  evea, 
who  replied,  in  graai  diadain,  "  You  will  please  to  remember. 
Sir  Robert,  the  infinite  di«tanoe  there  is  betwixt  you  and  me." 
Another  freqwmt  exprewion  of  passion  on  the  part  of  Uie  same 
to.  •  alluded  to  hi  ihe  old  iacoWta 


Th«  are  shall  f«t  *»tk  »•»»  ""d  '^ig, 
jU  aft  Mass  UMtr*^  C^  •  t^** 
*  1M  John  the  Warrior,  a  nameDartwyal  and  propor  fai  tha 
RilMaads  to  JoIib  Duke  of  Ar^e  and  Oraaawicb,  aa  Mao- 
~       awMCiatof  biaiaoaoriiKiiity. 


doing  any  drudgery,  or  any  job  of  what  tuad  soever 
I  have,  ever  since  I  set  out  in  the  world,  <and  I  ba^ 
lieve  few  have  set  out  more  early,)  served  my  prince 
with  my  tongue ;  I  have  served  him  with  any  little 
interest  I  hadj  and  I  have  served  him  with  my  sword, 
and  in  my  profession  of  arms.  I  have  held  employ- 
ments which  I  have  lost,  and  were  I  to  be  to-morrow 
deprived  of  those  which  still  remain  tome,  and  which 
I  have  endeavoiued  honestly  to  deserve,  I  would  still 
serve  him  to  the  last  acre  of  my  inheritance,  and  to  * 

the  last  drop  of  my  blood." 

Mrs.  Saddletree  here  broke  in  upon  the  orator.-* 
"  Mr.  Saddletree,  what  is  the  meanins  of  a'  this  1 
Here  are  ye  clavering  about  the  Duke  or  Argyle,  and 
this  man  Martingale  gaun  to  break  on  our  hands, 
and  lose  us  gude  sixty  pounds— I  wonder  what  duke 
will  nay  that,  quotha— I  wish  the  Duke  of  Argyle 
woula  J)ay  his  ain  accounts— He  is  in  a  thousand 


be  confused  wi'  deukea  and  drakes,  and  thae  dis- 
tressed folk  up  stairs,  that's  Jeadie  Deans  and  her 
father.  And  then,  <  putting  the  very  callant  that 
was  sewing  the  curpel  out  o*  the  shop,  to  play  wi' 
blackguards  in  the  close— Sit  still,  neighbours,  it's 
no  that  I  mean  to  disturb  you;  but  wnat  between 
courts  o'  law  and  courts  o*  state,  and  upper  and  under 
parUamentAi  and  parliament-houses,  here  and  in  Lon- 
don, the  gudeman's  gane  clean  gyte,  I  think." 

The  gossips  understood  civiuty,  ahd  the  rule  of 
doing  as  they  would  be  done  by.  too  well,  to  tarry 
upon  the  slight  invitation  implied  in  the  conclusion 
01  this  speech,  and  therefore  made  their  farewells  and 
departure  as  fast  as  possible,  Saddletree  whispering 
to  Plumdamas  that  be  would  "meet  him  at  Mac- 
Croskie's."  (the  low-browed  shop  in  the  Lucken- 
booths,  already  mentioned,)  "  in  the  hour  of  cause, 
and  put  MacCallummore's  speech  in  his  pocket,  for 
a'  the  gudewife's  din." 

When  Mrs.  Saddletree  saw  the  house  freed  of  her 
importunate  visiters,  and  the  little  boy  reclaimed  from 
the  pastimes  of  the  wynd  to  the  exercise  of  the  awl, 
she  went  to  visit  her  unhappy  relative,  David  Deans, 
and  his  elder  daughter,  who  had  found  in  her  house 
the  nearest  place  of  friendly  refuge. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


/ 


bai.  Alaa  l  what  poor  abiHty'a  in  ma 

To  do  him  good  T 
LueUt.  Amaj  tbe  power  you  have.— 

MetuvreffT  Mtaswt.   ' 

Whsn  Mrs.  Saddletree  entered  the  apartment  in 
which  her  guests  had  shrouded  their  misery,  sho 
fQUT\d  the  window  darkened.  The  feebleness  which 
followed  his  long  swoon  had  rendered  it  necessary  to 
lay  the  old  man  in  bed.  The  curtains  were  draWn 
around  him,  and  Jeanie  sate  motionless  by  the  aide 
of  the  bed.  Mrs.  Saddletree  was  a  woman  of  kind- 
ness, nay,  of  feeling,  but  not  of  delicacy.  She  opened 
the  half-shut  window,  drew  aside  the  curtain,  and 
taking  her  kinsman  jby  the  hand,  exhorted  him  to 
sit  up,,  and  bear  his  sorrow  Uke  a  good  man,  and  a 
Christian  man,  as  he  was.  But  when  she  quitted  hia 
hand,  it  fell  powerless  by  hia  side,  nor  did  be  attempt 
the  least  reply. 

"Is  all  overT'  asked  Jeanie,  with  hps  and  cheeks 
as  pale  as  ashes,—"  And  is  there  nae  hope  for  her  7" 

*'Nane,  or  next  to  nane,"  said  Mrs.  Saddletree; 
"  I  heard  the  judge-carle  say  it  with  my  ain  ears— It 
was  a  l^urning  shame  to  see  sae  mony  o'  them  set  up 
yonder  in  their  red  gowns  and  black  gown&  and  a'  to 
take  the  life  o*  a  bit  senseless  lassie.  I  had  never 
muckle  broo  o*  my  gudeman's  gossips,  and  now  I 
like  them  waur  than  ever.  The  only  wiselike  thinj. 
I  heard  ony  body  say,  was  decent  Mr.  John  Kirk  of 
Kirk-knowe,  and  he  wussed  them,  just  to  get  tha 
king's  mercy,  and  nae  mair  about  it.  But  he  spake 
to  unreasonable  folk— he  might  iust  hae  keeoit  hia, 
breath  to  hae  blawn  on  his  porridge." 

"But  can  the  king  gie  her  mercy t*  said  Jeania^ 
earnestly.  "  Some  folk  tell  me  he  canna  gie  inerof 
in  cases  of  mur in  casea  Uke  hera.** 
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"•  Can  he  gie  mercy,  hinny  f— I  weel  I  wot  he  can, 
wiren  he  likes.  There  was  young  Singleeword,  that 
Bllckit  the  Laird  of  Ballencleuch,  and  Cailtain  Hack- 
um,  the  Englishman,  that  killed  Lady  Colgrain's 

Sudeman,  and  the  Master  ef  Saint  Clair^  that  shot 
le  twa  Shaws,  and  mony  mair  in  my  time— to  be 
sure  they  were  gentle  blude,  and  had  their  kin  to 
speak  fop  them— And  there  was  Jock  Porteous  the 
Other  day— I'se  warrant  there's  mercy,  an  folk  could 
witi  f  I  it." 

"  Po-teous  T  said  Jeanie ;  "  very  true— I  forget  a' 
that  I  suld  maist  mind.— Pare  ye  weel,  Mrs.  Saddle- 
tree ;  and  may  ye  never  want  a  friend  in  the  hour  o' 
distress !" 

"  Wijl  ye  no  stay  wi'  your  father,  Jeanie,  bairn  1 — 
Ye  had  better,"  said  Mrs.  Saddletree. 

,**I  will  be  wanted  ower  yonder,"  indicatmg  the 
Tolbooth  with  her  hand,  "and  I  maun  leave  him 
now,  or  I  will  never  be  able  to  leave  him.  I  fearna 
for  his  life— I  ken  how  strong-hearted  he  is — I  ken  it," 
she  said,  laying  her  hand  on  her  bosom,  "  by  my  am 
heart  at  this  minute." 

**  Weel.  hinny,  if  ye  think  it's  for  the  best,  better 
he  stay  here  and  rest  him,  than  gang  back  to  St. 
Leonard's." 

"Muckle  better— muckle  better— <3od  bless  you— 
Ood  bless  you  !— At  no  rate  let  him  gang  till  ye  hear 
frae  me,"  said  Jeanie. 

"  But  ye'll  be  back  beliveT*  said  Mrs.  Saddletree, 
detaining  her;  "  they  wunna  let  ye  stay  yonder,  hinny." 

"  But  I  maun  gang  to  St.  Leonard's- there's  muckle 
to  be  dune,  and  little  time  to  do  it  in— And  I  have 
friends  to  speak  to — God  bless  you— take  care  of  my 
father." 

She  had  reached  the  door  of  the  apartment,  when, 
suddenly  turning,  she  came  back,  and  knelt  down  by 
the  bed-side.—"  O  father,  gie  me  your  blessing— I  dare 
not  go  till  ye  bless  me.  Say  but  God  bless  ye,  and 
prosper  ye,  Jeanie— try  but  to  say  that  I" 

Instinctively,  rather  than  by  an  exertion  of  intellect 
the  old  man  murmured  a  prayer,  that  "purchased  and 
promised  blessings  might  be  multipliea  upon  her»" 

"  He  has  blessed  mine  errand/'  said  his  daughter, 
lisins  from  her  knees,  "  and  it  is  borne  in  upon  my 
mind  that  I  shall  prosper." 

So  saying,  she  left  the  room. 

Mrs.  Saadletree  looked  after  her,  and  shook  her 
liead.  "  I  wish  she  binna  roving,  poor  thing— There's 
something  queer  about  a'  thae  Deanses.  I  dinna  like 
folk  to  be  sae  muckle  better  than  other  folk— seldom 
comes  gude  o't.  But  if  she's  gaun  to  look  after  the 
kye  at  St.  Leonard's,  that's  another  story;  to  be  sure 
they  maun  be  sorted.- Grizzie,  come  up  here,  and 
take  tent  to  the  honest  auld  man,  and  see  he  wants 
naething.— Ye  silly  tawpie,"  (addressing  the  maid- 
servant as  she  entered,)  "  what  garHd  ve  busk,  up 
your  cockemony  that  gate?— 1  tnink  there's  been 
eneugh  theday  to^J^e  an  awfu'  warning  about  your 
cockups  and  your  fallal  duds— see  what  they  a'  come 
to,"  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Leaving  the  good  lady  to  her  lecture  upon  worldly 
vanities,  we  must  transport  our  reader  to  the  cell  in 
which  the  unfortunate  Ertie  Deans  was  now  immured, 
being  restricted  of  several  liberties  which  she  had 
enjoyed  before  the  sentence  was  pronounced. 

When  she  had  remained  about  an  hour  in  the  state 
of  stupified  horror  so  natural  in  her  situation,  she 
was  disturbed  by  the  opening  of  the  jarring  bolts  of 
her  place  of  confinement,  and  Ratcliffe  showed  him- 
Belf.  "  It's  your  sister,''  he  said,  "  wants  to  speak 
t'ye,  Effie." 

"  I  canna  see  naebody."  said  Effie,  with  the  hasty 
irritability  which  misery  had  rendered  more  acute — 
•*  I  canna  see  naebody,  and  least  of  a*  her— Bid  her 
tal  e  care  of  the  auld  man— I  am  naething  to  any  o' 
them  now,  nor  them  to  me." 

"  She  says  she  maun  see  ye,  though,"  said  Rat- 
cliffe •  and  Jeanie.  rushing  into  the  apartment,  threw 
her  hrms  round  ner  sister's  neck,  who  writhed  to 
extricate  herself  from  her  embrace. 

"What  signifies  coming  to  greet  ower  me,"  said 
|XK>r  Kffie,  "when  you  have  killed  me 7— killed  me, 
when  a  word  ol  your  niouth  would  have  saved  me—' 
Killed  me,  wnen  I  am  ah  bnocent  creature— mnocent 


of  that  guilt  at  least— and  me  that  wad  hae  wared 
body  and  soul  to  save  your  finger  from  being  hun !" 

"You  shall  not  die,"  said  Jeanie,  with  entnusiastie 
firmness;  "say  what  ye  like  o'  me— think  what  ye 
like  o*  me— only  promise-^for  I  doubt  your  proud 
heart— that  ye  wunna  harm  yourself,  and  you  shall 
not  die  this  shameful  death." 

"  A  sham^U  death  I  will  not  dfe,  Jeanie,  Isss.  I 
have  that  in  my  heart— though  it  has  been  ower  kinu. 
a  ane— that  wunna  bide  shame.  €rae  hame  to.  oar 
father,  and  think  nae  mair  on  me— I  have  eat  my  last 
earthly  meal." 

"  O,  this  was  what  I  feared  1"  said  Jeanie. 

"  Hout,  tout,  hinnie,"  said  RatcHffe :  "  it's  but  little 
ye  ken  o'  thae  things.  Ane  aye  thinks  at  the  first 
dinnle  o'  the  sentence,  they  hae  heart  eneugh  to  die 
rather  than  bide  out  the  sax  weeks;  but  they  aye 
bide  the  sax  weeks  out  for  a'  that.  I  ken  the  gate  o't 
weel;  I  hae  fronted  the  doomster  three  timi^  and 
here  I  stand,  Jim  Ratclifle,  for  a'  that.  Had  1  tied 
mv  napkin  strait  the  first  time,  as  I  had  a  great  mind 
till' t— and  it  was  a'  about  a  oit  gray  cowt,  wasna 
worth  ten  punda  sterling— where  would  I  have  been 
now?" 

"  And  how  did  you  escape  7"  said  Jeanie,  the  fates 
of  this  man,  at  first  so  odious  to  her,  having  acquired 
a  sudden  interest  in  her  eyes  from  thef  correspondence 
with  those  of  her  sister. 

"  Hoir  did  I  escape  7"  said  Ratcliffe.  with  a  knowinfir 
wink,—"  I  tell  ye  1  'scapit  in  a  way  that  naebody  wiu 
escape  from  this  Tolbooth  while  i  keep  the  keys." 

"  My  sister  ^hall  come  out  in  the  face  of  the  sun," 
said  Jeanie ;  "  I  will  go  to  London  and  beg  her  par- 
don from  the  king  and  queen.  If  they  pardoned 
Porteous,  they  may  pardon  her;  if  a  sister  asks  a  sis- 
ter's life  on  ner  bended  knees,  they  will  pardon  her 
—they  shall  pardon  her— and  they  will  win  a  thou- 
sand hearts  by  it." 

Effie  listened  in  bewildered  astonishment,  and  ao 
earnest  was  her  sister's  enthusiastic  assurance,  that 
she  almost  involuntarily  caught  a  gleam  of  nope; 
but  it  instantly  faded  away. 

"  Ah  Jeanie !  the  king  and  queen  live  in  Londor* 
a  thousand  miles  from  this— far  ayont  the  saut  sea  - 
I'll  be  gane  before  ye  win  there !" 

"  You  are  mistaen,"  said  Jeanie :  "  it  is  no  sae  far 
and  they  go  to  it  by  land ;  I  learned  something  about 
thae  things  from  Reuben^  Butler." 

"  Ah,  Jeanie!  ye  never  learned  ony  thing  but  what 
was  gude  frae  the  folk  ye  keepit  company  wi' ;  but  1 
—but  I"— she  wrung  her  hands,  and  wept  bitterly. 

"Dinna think  on  that  now,"  said  Jeanie;  "there 
will  be  time  for  that  if  the  present  space  be  redeemed. 
Fare  ye  weel !  Unle^  I  aie  by  the  road,  I  will  see 
the  king's  face  that  gies  grace.— O,  sir,  (to  Ratclifie,V 
be  kind  to  her— she  ne'er  kend  what  it  was  to  need 
stranger's  kindness  till  now.— Fareweel- fareweel, 
Effie  I— Dinna  speak  to  me.— I  maunna  greet  now — 
my  head's  ower  dizzy  already !" 

She  tore  herself  from  her  sister's  arms,  and  left  the 
cell.  Ratcliffe  followed  her,  and  beckoned  her  into  a 
small  room.  She  obeyed  his  signal,  but  not  without 
trembling. 

"  Whars  the  fule.thing  shaking  forT'  said  he ;  "1 
mean  nothing  but  civility  to  you.  D— n  me,  I  respect 
you,  and  I  can't  help  it.  You  have  so  much  spunk, 
that,  d— n  me,  but  I  think  there's  some  chance  of 
vour  currying  the  doy.  V.^i  you  must  not  go  to  th6 
kifjs?  I'll  you  hnvt!  miidc  eouie  friend;  trythe  duke- 
try  MacCnltummoTe^^  he's  Scotland's  friend— I  ken 
that  the  grecil  Mk»  d\\mn  iTiuckle  like  him— but  they 
if  fir  hi  Tilt  aiiti  thut  will  b*  nre  your  purpose  as  wecL 
D'ye  ken  nanbedy  wnrf  j:i^'  ye  a  letter  tohim7" 

**  Duke  of  .Ararylflf  smA  Jeanie,  recollecting  her- 
h<4f  HiHidunly— "  whBl  waa  he  to  that  Argyle  that 
utrtlrrd  in  my  father's  time— in  the  persecution  7" 

"Mls  fori  or  fnTindson,  I'm  thmking,"  said  Rat- 
clifTei  ''but  what 0*  tbatT' 

"  Thank  CtadV  said  Jeanie,  devoutly  clawing  her 
Imnrls. 

■  Vou  whigs  ar^  a"  thanking  God  for  something," 
said  the  ruffian.  "  But  hark  ye.  hinny,  I'll  toll  ye  s 
secret  Ye  may  meet  wi'  rough  customers  on  the 
Border,  or  in  the  Midland,  afore  ye  get  Hj  Lvnanu 


thU3t.XKn,i 


TORBRhXT  OPMmAXrrmJLS. 


Mswc^etl  ane  o'  thism  will  touch  an  aoquamtance 
^  Dmidie  Ratton*8;  for  though  I  am  retired  free 
pMie  praotioe,  yet  they  ken  I  can  do  a  gude  or  an 
til  im  yet— and  deil  a  gude  fellow  that  has  been  but 
a  twdvemoBth  on  the  bay,  be  he  niffler  (>r  padder, 
but  be  knowa  my  gybe*  as  well  as  the  jarkt  of  e'er  a 
gueer  caflint  in  England—and  there's  rogue's  Latin 
for  you." 

It  wa&  indeed,  totally  unintelligible  to  Jeanie 
Deans,  who  was  only  impatient  to  escape  from  him. 
He  hastily  scrawled  a  Uivb  or  two  on  a  dirty  piece  of 
paper,  and  said  to  her,  as  she  drew  back  when  he 
onered  it,  "  Hey  I  what  the  deil—it  wunna  bite  you, 
■tylaas— if  itdoes  nae  gude,itcando  naeill.    But 


I  wistk.  Toji  to  show  it,  if  you  have  ony  iasherie  vri' 
not  understand  what  you 


1  wwa  TOM  to  show  it,  if  you 

soy  o'  St  Nicholas's  clerkiB." 

"^Alaarsaidshc^'Idono 


^  I  mean,  if  ye  fall  among  thieves,  my  precious,-- 
that  is  a  S<*npture  phrase,  if  ye  will  hae  ane— the 
bauldest  of  them  will  ken  a  scart  o'  my  guse  feather. 
And  ROW  awa  wi'  ye— and  stick  to  Argyie ;  if  ony 
body  can  do  the  job,  it  maun  be  him." 

After  casting  an  anxious  look  at  the  grated  win- 
^ws  and  blackened  walls  of  the  old  Tolbooth,  and 
toother  scarce  less  anxious  at  the  hospiuble  lodging 
•f  Ura.  Saddletree,  Jeanie  turned  her  back  on  that 
^Barter,  and  soon  after  on  the  city  itself.  She  reach* 
M  Saint  Leonard's  Crags  without  meeting  any  one 
whom  she  knew,  which,  in  the  state  of  tier  mind, 
•be  considered  as  a  great  blessing.  I  must  do  nae- 
tking;  she  thought  as  she  went  along,  that  can  soften 
•r  weaken  my  heart— it's  ower  weak  already  for  what 
I  hae  to  da  I  will  think  and  act  as  firmly  as  I  can, 
and  speak  as  little. 

There  was  an  ancient  servant,  or  rather  cottar,  of 
W  father's,  who  had  lived  under  nira  for  many  years, 
and  whose  fidelity  was  worthy  of  full  connaence. 
She  fluent  for  this  woman,  and  explaining  to  ner  Uiat 
the  encumstanpes  of  her  family  requiried  that  she 
riiould  undertake  a  joamey,  which  would  detain  her 
for  some  weeks  from  home,  she  gave  her  full  instruc- 
uons  concerning  the  management  of  the  domestic 
aiiairs  in  her  absence.  With  a  precision  which,  upon 
reflection,^  she  herself  could  not  help  wondering  at, 
•he  described  and  detailed  the  most  minute  steps 
which  were  to  be  taken,  and  especially  such  as  were 
necessary  for  her  father's  comfort  '^It  was  proba- 
bly*' she  said,  "  that  he  would  return  to  St.  Leon- 
ira*s  to-morrow;  certain  that  he  would  return  veiy 
•Mil— all  must  be  in  order  for  him.  .He  had  eneugn 
to  distress  him,  without  being  fashea  about  warldiy 
natters." 

la  the  meanwhile  she  toiled  busily,  along  with 
May  Hettly,  to  leave  nothing  unarranged. 

It  was  deiep  in  the  night  when  all  these  matters 
were  settled;  and  when  they  had  partaken  of  some 
food,  the  first  which  Jeanie  had  tasted  on  that  event- 
ful day.  May  Hettly,  whose  usual  residence  was  a 
cottage  at  a  little  disunce  from  Deans' s  house,  asked 
her  young  mistress,  whether  she  would  not  permit 
h«r  to  remain  in  the  hoase  all  night )  "  Ye  hae  had 
tB  awfu'  day,"  she  said,  "  and  sorrow  and  fear  are 
but  bad  companions  in  the  watches  of  the  night,  as 
>  I  hie  heard  the  gudeman  say  himsell."^ 

"They  are  ill  oompanions  indeed,"  saki  Jeanie; 
*but  I  raaun  team  to  abide  their  presence,  and  better 
begin  in  the  house  than  in  the  field." 

She  dismissed  her  aged  assistant  accordingly,— for 
•0  aligUt  was  the  gradation  in  their  rank  of  life,  that 
we  can  hardly  term  May  a  servant^— and  proceeded 
to  make  a  few  preparations  for  her  journey. 

The  sitiiplicity  of  her  education  and  country  made 
these  preparations  very  brief  and  easy.  Her  tartan 
tcreea  served,  all  the  purposes  of  a  riduig-habit,  and 
of  an  umbrella ;  a  small  bundle  containea  such  chan- 
tt»  of  linen  as  were  absol  utdy  necessary.  Barefoo  ted, 
•s  Saneho  says,  sbe  had  come  into  the  world,  and 
bajefboted  she  proposed  to  perform  her  pilgrimage: 
and  her  clean  shoes  and  change  of  snow-white  thread 
stockings  were  to  be  reserved  for  special  occasions  of 
She  was  not  aware,  that  the  KngUsh 
—/oH  attach  aa  idea  of  abject  misery  to 


the  idea  of  a  banpfootsd  traveller ;  and  if  the  objdbtion 
of  cl^liness  had  been  made  to  the  practice,  she 
would  have,  been  apt  to  vindicate  herself  upon  the 
very  frequent  ablutions  to  which,  with  Mahometan 
scrupulosity,  a  Soottish  damsel  of  some  condition 
usually  subjects  herself.  Thus  far,  therefore,  all  was 
well. 

From  an  oaken  press  or  cabinet,  in  which  her  father 
kept  a  few  old  books,  and  two  or  three  bundles  of  pa- 
pers, besides  his  ordmary  accounts  and  receipts,  8h« 
sought  out  and  extracted ^frora  a  parcel  of  notes  of 
sermons,  calculations  of  interest,  records  of  dying 
speeches  of  the  martyrs,  and  the  like,  one  or  two 
docum^ts  which  she  thought  might  be  of  some  usa 
to  her  upoh  her  mission.  But  the  most  important 
difficulty  remained  bdiind,  and  it  had  notoccurred  to 
her  until  that  very  evening.  It  was  the  want  of 
money,  without  which  it  was  impossible  she  could 
undertake  so  distant  a  journey  as  she  now  meditated. 

David  Deans,  as  we  have  said,  was  easy,  and  even 
opulent  in  his  circumstances.  But  his  wealth,  like 
that  of  the  patriarchs  of  old,  consisted  in  his  kine  and 
herds,  and  in  two  or  three  sums  lent  out  at  interest  to 
neighbours  or  relatives,  who,  far  from  being  in  cir- 
cumstances to  pay  any  thing  to  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal sums,  thought  they  did  all  that  was  incumbent 
on  them  when,  with  considerable  difficulty,  they  dis- 
charged /'  the  annual  rent."  To  these  debtors  it  would 
be  in  vain,  therefore,  to  apply,  even  with  her  father's 
concurrence ;  nor  could  she  nope  to  obtain  such  con- 
currence, or  assistance  in  any  mode,  without  such  a 
series  of  explanations  and  debates  as  she  felt  might 
dcnrive  her  totally  of  the  power  of  taking  the  step, 
which,  however  daring  and  hazardous,  sheknew  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  trying  the  last  chance/in  fa- 
vour of  her  sister.  Without  departing  from  fiUal 
reverence,  Jeanie  had  an  inward  conviction  that  the 
feelings  of  her  father,  however  just,  and  upright,  and 
honourable,  were  too  litde  in  unison  with  the  spirit 
of  the  time  to  admit  of  his  being  a  good  judge  of  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  in  this  crisis.  Herself  more 
flexible  in  manner,  though  no  less  upright  in  princi- 
ple, she  felt  that  to  ask  his  consent  to  h^  pilgrimage 
would  be  to  encounter  the  risk  of  drawing  down  his 
positive  prohibition,  and  under  that  she  believed  her 
journey  could  not  be  blessed  in  its  progress  and  event. 
Accordingly,  she  had  determined  upon  the  means  by 
which  she  might  communicate  to  him  her  undertak- 
ing and  its  purpose,  shortly  after  her  actual  depar- 
ture. ,But  it  was,  impossible  to  apply  to  him  for  mo- 
ney without  altering  this  arrangement,  and  discuss- 
ing fully  the  propriety  of  her  journey ;  pecuniary  as- 
siitanc^  from  that  quarter,  therefore,  was  laid  out  of 
the  question. 

It  now  occurred  to  Jeanie  that  she  should  hava 
consulted  with  Mrs.  Saddletree  on  this  subject.  But, 
besides  the  tims  that  must  now  necessanly  be  lost 
in  recurring  to  her  assistance,  Jeanie  internally  re- 
volted from  it  Her  heart  acknowledged  the  good- 
ness of  Mrs.  Saddletree's  general  character,  and  the 
kind  interest  she  took  in  their  family  misfortunes ; 
but  still  she  felt  that  Mrs.  Saddletrea  was  a  woman 
of  an  ordinary  and  worldly  way  of  thinking,  incapa-  < 
ble,  from  habit  and  temperament,  of  uking  a  keen 
or  enthusiastic  view  of  such  a  resolution  as  she  had 
formed;  and  to  debate  the  point  with  her.  and  to  rely 
upon  her  conviction  of  its  propriety  for  the  means  of 
carrying  it  into  execution,  would  have  been  gall  and 
wormwood. 

Butler,  whose  aseistanoe  she  might  have  been  as- 
sured of,  was  greatly  poorer  than  herself.  In  these 
circumstances,  she  formed  a  singular  resolution  for 
the  purpose  of  surmountnig  this  difficulty,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  will  form  the  subject  of  the  next  chapter* 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

*Tis  th«  voIm  of  the  ilufgard,  Tve  heard  him  complain, 
"  You  havA  waked  me  too  loon,  I  mu»t  tlumbcr  acain  ;** 
As  the  door  oa  it*  hinfea,  so  he  oc  hii  bed, 
Tunw  Ilia  side,  and  his  shoulders,  and  his  Uaanr  head. 

^  Da.  Waiia 

Thb  mansion-house  of  Dumbiedikes,  to  which  wo 
ave  now  to  introduce  9\u  readara,  lay  threa  oi  imm 
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iniIei--no  natter  for  the  exact  topograpby—to  the 
eouihward  of  St.  Leonard's.  It  hand  once  home  the 
appearance  of  some  little  celebrity;  for  the  "auld 
laird,"  whose  humoura  and  pranks  were  often  men- 
tioned in  tbe  alehouses  for  about  a  mile  round  it, 
wor^  a  sword,  ka>t  a  good  horse,  and  a  brace  of  grey- 
hounds ;  brawled,  swore,  and  betted  at  cock-fights 
and  horse-matches;  follow^  Somenrilleof  Drum's 
hawks,  and  the  Loni  Ross's  hounds,  and  called  him- 
aelf  point  devise  a  gendeman.  But  the  line  had  been 
▼ailed  of  its  splendour  in  l^e  present  proprietor,  who 
cared  for  no  rustic  amusements,  and  was  as  saving, 
timid,  and  retired,  as  his  father  had  been  at  once 
grasping  and  selfishly  eztravagant,— daring,  wild, 
and  mtmsive. 

Dumbiedikes  was  what  is  called  in  Scotland  a 
single  house ;  that  n,  having  only  one  room  occupy- 
ing its  whole  depth  from  bacK  to  front,  each  of  which 
single  apartments  was  illumjnated  by  six  or  eight 
cross  Ughta,  whose  diminutive  panes  and  heavy 
firtmes  permitted  scarce  so  much  light  to  enter  as 
shines  through  one  well -constructed  modem  win- 
dow. This  inartificial  edifice,  exactly  such  as  acbild 
would  build  with  cards,  had  a  steep  roof  flagp;ed  with 
coarse  gray  stones  instead  of  slates ;  a  halt-circular 
turret,  batuemented,  or,  to  use  the  appropriate  phrase, 
bartizan'd  on  the  top,  served  as  a  case  for  a  narrow 
turnpike-stair,  by  which  an  ascent  was  gained  from 
story  to  story ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  said  turret 
was  a  door  studded  with  large-headed  nails.  There 
was  no  lobby  at  the  bottom  of  the  tower,  and  scarce 
a  landing-place  (^yposite  to  the  doors  which  gave  ac- 
cess to  the  apartments.  One  or  two  low  and  dilapi- 
dated out^houses,  connected  by  a  court-yard  wall 
equally  niinous.  surrounded  the  mansion.  The  court 
had  been  paved,  but  the  flags  being  partly  displaced, 
and  partly  renewed,  a  gallant  crop  of  docks  and  this- 
tles a>rang  up  between  them,  and  the  small  garden, 
which  opened  by  a  postern  through  the  wall,  seemed 
not  to  be  in  a  much  more  orderly  condition.    Over 

thn  lovv-!lTchfHl  in^-^v..--.y  whif'b  iC']  iritrt  thn  ^Tird, 
lUurti  vviig  a  carvtd  btuni.T  cxIubUiuK  soinc  uUussjpl  at 
amioriai  btarinp*;  nnii  nbove  ihc  iixfipr  enTrnnce 
htiruK,  and  hod!  hung  for  mftny  yeflra,  the  TTJoiitckring 
iijucnmt^nl,  wbkh  Qnnotinc«l  iliat  umqiihtlE!'  Lm- 
rmr:^  Dumliic,  of  Dnmbiftltkes,  Had  hmn  E^athprinl  to 
hi:ii  TfltherB  in  NewhaLiie  kirk-yam.  The  approuLh  to 
this  p«liici>  of  pleagitrE  was  by  a  road  foriuod  by  the 
tMv  fraifmenis  of  stone  gathf^red  from  the  fi**UK  rind 
ii  wag  surrtfti  nded  by  ptoup^bwl  but  unenclosed  I  mid. 
Upon  a  kjulk,  ihiit  is,  an  unploug^bod  ridgie  ciMriad 
initrpnsed  iini.onKr  ihts  com,  the  Lnind's  tn]=ry  pnlhey 
w  n  g  1  iHherc^d  by  the  head^  n  nd  pick  \nsi  n  me  i !  ». 

The  wbolc  nrLpjtd  nc^ilect  vlthI  disco nifiin  :  n- 

a*--. I ui.'u nv,  ha vvuv er,  fj f  nl I h n ei?3  At\d  i n d  i E i ■ :  ■  ,  lot 
ofboverty. 

In  this  inner  court,  not  without  a  sense  of  bashfiil- 
ness  ana  timidity,  stood  Jeanie  Deans,  at  an  early 
hour  in  a  fine  spring  morning.  £Hie  was  no  heroine 
of  romance,  and  therefore  looRed  with  some  curiosity 
and  interest  on  the  mansion-house  and  domains,  of 
which,  it  might  at  that  moment  occur  to  her,  a  little 
encouragement,  such  as  women  of  all  ranks  know  by 
instinct  how  to  apply,  might  have  made  her  mistress. 
UToreover,  she  was  no  person  of  taste  beyond  her 
lime,  rank,  and  country,  and  certainly  thought  the 
house  of  Dumbiedikes,  though  inferior  to  HoTyrood- 
house,  or  the  palace  at  Dalkeith,  was  still  a  stately 
structure  in  its  way,  and  the  land  a  "  very  bonnie  bit, 
if  it  were  better  seen  to  and  done  to.*'  But  Jeanie 
De'»ns  was  a  plain,  true- hearted,  honest  girl,  who, 
while  sHe  acknowledged  all  the  splendour  of  her  old 
admirer's  habitation,  and  the  value  of  his  property, 
never  for  a  moment  harboured  a  thought  of  doing  the 
Laird,  Butler,  or  herself,  the  injustice  which  many 
Jbdies  of  higher  rank  would  not  have  hesitated  to  do 
to  all  three,  on  mnch  less  temptation. 

Her  present  errand  being  with  the  Laird,  she 
looked  round  the  offices  to  see  if  she  could  find  any 
domestic  to  announce  thatishe  wished  to  see  him. 
As  all  was  d'.ence,  she  ventured  to  open  one  door  t— 
k  was  the  old  Laird's  dog-kennel,  now  deserted,  un- 
km  when  occupied,  as  one  or  two  tubs  seemed  to 
testify,  as  a  washing-house.    She  tried  anothor— it 


was  the  roofless  shed  wberethe  bowks  had  besDOfMt 
kept,  as  appeared  from  a  perch  or  two  not  yet  com-' 
pletely  rotten,  and' a  lure  and  iesses  whidi  wer» 
mouldering  on  the  wall.  A  third  door  led  ta  theeoal* 
house,  which  was  well  stocked.  To  keep  a  very  good 
fire,  was  one  of  the  few  points  of  domeene  manage- 
ment in  which  Dumbiedikes  was  positively  active; 
in  all  other  matters  of  domestic  economy  he  was 
completely  passive,  and  at  tbe  mercy  of  his  house- 
keeper, the  same  buxom  dame  whom  his  father  had 
long  smce  bequeathed  to  his  charge,  and  who,  if  farna 
did  her  no  injustice,  had  feathered  her  nest  pretty  well 
at  his  expense. 

Jeanie  went  on  opening  doors,  like  the  aeeond' 
Calender  wanting  an  eye,  in  the  castle  of  the  hm- 
dred  obliging  damsels,  until,  like  the  said  prince 
errant,  she  came  to  a  stabla  The  H^hland  Pegasus, 
Rory  Bean,  to  which  belonged  tbe  single  entire  stall, 
was  her  old  acouaintance,  whom  she  nad  seen  graz- 
ing on  the  baulk,  as  she  failed  not  to  recognise  by 
the  well-known  ancient  riding  furniture  and  demi- 
pique  saddle,  which  half  hung  on  the  walla,  half 
trailed  on  the  litter.  Beyond  the  **  treviss,"  which 
formed  one  side  of  the  stall,  stood  a  cow,  who  turned 
her  head  and  lowed  when  Jeanie  came  into  the  stable, 
an  appeal  which  her  habitual  occupations  enabled 
her  perfectly  to  understand,  and  with  which  she  could 
not  refuse  complying,  by  snaking  down  some  fodder 
to  the  animal,  which  had  been  neglected,  (ike  moat 
things  else  in  this  castle  of  the  sluggard. 

While  she  was  accommodatins  *Mrie  milky  mother'' 
with  the  food  which  she  should  have  received  two 
hours  sooner,  a  slip-shod .  wench  peeped  into  tho 
stable,  and  perceiving  that  a  stranger  was  employed 
in  discharging  the  task  which  she,  at  length,  and  re- 
luctantly, naa  quitted  her  slumbers  to  perform,  ejacu 
lated,  "Eh,  sirs!  the  BroMmie!  the  Brownie r  and 
fled,  yelling  as  if  she  had  seen  tbe  devil. 

To  explain  her  terror,  it  may  be  necessary  to  no- 
tice, that  the  old  house  of  Dumbiedikes  had,  accord- 
injBp  to  repoc*^ .  been  long  haunted  by  a  Brownie  one 
qfthose  familiar  spirits,  who  were  believed  in-ancicnt 
times  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  ordinary  la- 
bourer— 

"  Whirl  the  long  noop,  and  ply  the  aiqr  flai)." 

Certes,  the  convenience  of  such  a  snpematnral  as- 
sistant could  have  been  nowhere  more  sensibly  H  \ 
than  in  a  family  Where  the  domestics  were  so  lin« 
disposed  to  personal  activity ;  yet  this  serving  mmden 
was  so  far  from  rejoicing  in  seeiiig  a  supposed  aerial 
substitute  discharging  a  task  which  she  sboukl  have 
long  since  performed  herself,  that  she  proceeded  to 
raise  the  family  by  her  screams  of  horror,  uttered  as 
thick  as  if  the  Brownie  had  been  flaying  her.  Jeanie, 
who  had  immediately  resigned  her  temporary  occu- 
pation^  and  followed  the  yelling  damsel  into  the  court- 
yardf  m  order  to  undeceive  and  appease  her,  was 
there  met  by  Mrs.  Janet  Balchristie,  the  favourite 
sultana  of  the  last  Laird,  as  scandal  went— tbe  bonce- 
keeper  of  the  present.  The  good-k)oking  buxom 
woman,  betwixt  forty  and  fifW,  (for  such  we  de- 
scribed her  at  tbe  death  of  the  last  Laird.)  wis  now 
a  fat,  red-faced,  old  dame  of  seventy,  or  thereabouts, 
fondof  her  place,  and  jealous  of  her  authority.  Con- 
scious that  her  administration  did  not  rest  on  so  sure 
a  basis  as  in  the  time  of  the  old  proprietor,  this  con- 
siderate ladv  had  introduced  into  the  family  th« 
screamer  aforesaid,  who  added  good  features  and 
bright  eyes  to  the  powers  of  herlongs.  She  made 
no  conquest  of  the  Laird,  however,  who  seemed  to 
live  as  if  there  was  not  another  woman  in  the  world 
but  Jeanie  Deans,  and  to  bear  no  very  ardent  tar  over- 
bearing affection  even  to  her.  Mrs.  Janet  Balchris- 
tie, notwithstanding,  had  her  own  uneasy  thoqghts 
upon  the  almost  daily  visits  to  Saint  Leonard' a  Crags, 
and  often,  when  the  Laird  kx^ed  at  her  wistfully  ana 
paused,  according  to  his  custom  before  utterance,  she 
expected  him  to  say,  "  Jenny,  I  am  gaun  to  change 
my  condition ;"  but  she  was  relieved  by  "  Jennj,  I 
am  ^un  to  change  my  shoon." 

Still,  however,  Mrs.  Balchristie  regarded  Jettiis 
Deans  with  no  small  portion  of  malevolence,  tha 
customsry  feeling  of  such  persona  towarda  any  hm 
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who  thcT  think  hna  the  means  of  doing  them  nn  in- 
ruiT.  But  sfie  had  also  a  general  aversion  to  any  fo- 
iQa]o.tolcniblv young,  and  decently  well-looking,  who 
showed  a  wish  to  approach  the  house  of  Dunibit^ikes 
and  the  proprietor  thereof.  And  as  she  had  raised 
her  mass  of  mortality  out  of  bed  two  hours  cnrlier 
than  usual,  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  her  clamorous 
niece,  she  was  in  such  extreme  bad  humour  against 
all  anil  sundry,  that  Saddletree  would  have  pro- 
nounced, that  she  harboured  inimicUiam  cmitra 
gmnes  mortales. 

"  Wha  the  deil  nre  ve?"  said  the  fat  dame  to  poor 
Jeanie,  whom  she  did  not  immediately  reco{?nise, 
"  scoupinc  about  a  decent  house  at  sic  un  hour  m  the 
mnrnuig  ] ' 

*'  It  w-us  one  wanting  to  speak  to  the  Laird,"  said 
Teanie,  who  felt  something  of  the  intuitive  terror 
»hicii  she  had  formurly  entcrtainetl  for  this  tennn- 

fint,  when  she  was  occasionally  at  Dumbiedikcs  on 
usiness  of  her  father's. 

**  Ane  7— And  what  sort  of  ane  are  ye  ?— hao  ye  nae 
paine7— D'ye  think  his  honour  has  naething  else  to 
do  than  to  speak  wi'  ilka  idle  tramper  that  comt  s 
about  the  town,  and  him  in  his  bod  yet,  lionest  man?" 

**Dcar.  Mrs.  Balchristic,"  rcplial  Jennie,  in  a  sub- 
oiissjve  tone.  *'d'yo  no  mind  me?— d'ye  no  mind 
Jeanie  Deans  T' 

"Jeanie  Deans!!'*  said  the  termaeant,  in  accents 
ificctin;;  the  utmost  astonishment ;  tlien,  taking  two 
Andes  nearer  t«)  her,  she  peered  into  her  face  with  a 
nare  of  curiosity,  equally  scornful  and  malignant— 
"I  say  Jeanie  Deans,  indeed— Jeanie  Deevil,  they  had 
setter  hac  ca'd  ye  I— A  bonny  spot  o'  wark  your  tittio 
lod  you  hae  made  out  murdering  ae  puir  wean,  and 
roi:r  Ii;;ht  linimer  of  a  sister's  to  be  handed  for't,  as 
wei.l  slie  deserves !— And  the  like  o'  you  to  come  to 
ony*  hoiitrst  man's  house,  and  want  to  be  into  a  de- 
rent  baclieior  cenileman  s  room  at  this  time  in  rh' 
Dornins,  and  him  in  his  bed  ?— Gae  wa'.  gae  wa' !" 

Jeanie  was  struck  mute  with  shame  at  theunfeelin;^ 
brutality  of  this  accusation,  and  could  not  even  find 
urords  to  justify  herself  from  the  vile  construction  put 
«pon  her  visit,  when  Mrs.  Balchristie,  seeing  her 
livantage,  continued  in  the  same  tone,  "  Come, 
eonie,  bundle  up  your  pipes  and  tramp  awa  wi'  ye  !— 
ye  mav  be  seeking  a  father  to  another  wean  for  ony 
thin?  i  ken.  If  it  wama  that  your  father,  auld  David 
Deans,  had  been  a  tenant  on  our  land,  I  would  cry 
op  the  men-folk,  and  hae  ye  dookit  in  the  bum  for 
)\mT.  inipudenct*." 

^  Jeanie  had  already  turned  her  back,  and  was  wnlk- 
inc  towards  the  door  of  the  court-yard,  so  that  Mrs. 
Bai Christie,  to  make  her  last  tlirtat  imjjre^sivrly 
audible  to  her,  had  raised  her  sttntorian  voice  to  its 
utmost  pitch.  But,  like  many  a  general,  she  lost  the 
eu2agement  by  pressing  her  advantai!;c  too  far. 

The  Laird  had  bci'n  disturbed  in  his  morning 
slambers  by  the  tones  of  Mrs.  Balchristie's  objurgn- 
tioo,  sounds  in  themselves  by  no  means  uncommon, 
bat  ver\'  remarkable  in  respect  to  the  early  hour  at 
which  they  were  now  heard.  He  turned  himself  on 
Ch«  other  side,  howeVer,  in  hopes  the  sauall  would 
blow  by,  when,  in  the  course  of  Mrs.  Balchristie's 
second  explosion  of  wrath,  the  name  of  Deans  dis- 
tmcily  struck  the  tympaimm  of  his  car.  As  he  was, 
in  none  degree,  aware  of  the  small  portion  of  benevo- 
lence witli  which  his  housekeeper  regarded  the  family 
at  St.  Leonard's,  he  instantly  conceived  that  some 
message  from  thence  was  the  cause  of  this  untimely 
lie,  and  getting  out  of  his  bed,  he  slipt  as  spec<lily  as 
pijsitiblc  mio  an  old  brocaded  night-gown,  and  some 
other  nrct-ssary  integumtnts,  clapp«Hi  on  his  head  his 
father's  gold-laced  hat,  (for  though  he  was  seldom  s«!en 
without  ii,  yet  it  is  proper  to  contradict  the  popular 
report,  that  he  slept  m  it,  as  Don  Quixote  did  in  his 
helmet.)  and  opening  the  window  of  his  Lx'd-room, 
behHd,  to  his  great  astonishment,  the  well-known 
fiinire  of  Jeanie  Deans  herself  retreating  from  his 

Ste;  while  his  hous<;kceper,  vith  arms  a-kimbo, 
18  clenrhrd  ond  extended,  body  erect,  and  hi'nd 
ihakin;^'  with  rage,  w*iit  after  hw  a  volley  of  Bil- 
hogsgate  oaths,  ilis  cholcr  rose  in  proportion  to  the 
■B|>ns&  and.  perhaps,  to  the  distiirti/ince  of  hi?  re- 
»Me.    *^  Bark  ye, "  he  excluiued  (r&m  the  windo  w, 


">;e  auld  limb  of  Satan— wha  the  dcil  gios  you  com- 
mission tosuidejin  honest  nian'sdaughicrthalgaie?'* 

Mrs.  Biilrhristie  was  completely  coiight  m  the 
manner.  She  was  owarc,  from  the  unusual  warmth 
with  which  the  Laird  expressed  him«elf,  that  he  was 
quite  serious  in  this  matter,  and  she  knew  iliat,  with 
all  his  indolence  of  nature,  there  were  points  on 
which  he  might  be  provoked,  and  that,  bi-ingprovo'ioti, 
he  had  in  him  something  dangerous,  which  her  wis- 
dom taught  her  to  fear  accordingly.  She  began, 
therefore,  to  retract  her  false  step  as  fast  as  she 
could.  She  was  but  speaking  f(»r  the  house's 
crtnlit,  and  she  couldna  think  of  disturbing  his  ho 
nour  in  the  morning  sac  early,  when  the  young  wo 
man  might  as  woel  wait  or  call  again ;  and  to  be 
sure,  she  might  make  a  mistake  between  the  twa 
sisters,  for  arie  o'  llicm  wasna  sae  creditable  an  ac- 
quaintance." 

"  Hand  your  peace,  ye  auld  jade,"  said  Dumbie- 
dikcs ;  "  the  warst  quean  e'er  stude  in  their  shooii  may 
ca'  you  cousin,  an  a'  be  true  that  I  have  henni.— Jea- 
nie, my  woman,  gang  int9thc  parlour— but  :<iay,  that 
winna  be  redd  up  yet— wait  there  a  minute  till  I  come 
doim  to  let  ye  in~Dinna  mind  what  Jenny  says  to 
ye." 

*'Na,  na,"  said  Jenny,  with  a  laugh  of  affected 
heartiness,  "  never  mind  me,  lass— a'  the  warld  kens 
my  bark's  waur  than  my  bite— if  ye  had  had  an  ap- 
pointment wi'  the  Laird,  ye  miglit  hae  tauld  me— I 
am  nae  uncivil  person— gang  your  ways  in  by,  hin- 
ny."  And  she  opened  the  door  of  the  house  with  a 
master-key. 

"  But  I  had  no  appointment  wi'  the  Laird,"  said 
Jeanie,  d-awing  baek;  "I  want  just  to  sptak  twa 
words  to  him,  and  I  wad  rather  do  it  standing  here, 
Mrs.  Balchristie." 

"  In  the  open  court-yanl  ?- Na,  na,  that  wad  never 
do,  lass ;  we  maunna  guide  ye  that  gate  neither — And 
how's  that  douce  honest  man,  your  lather  7" 

Jeanie  was  saved  the  pain  of  answering  tiiis  hypo- 
critical  question  by  the  appearance  of  the  Laird  him- 
stlf. 

"Gang  in  and  get  breakfast  readv,'*  said  he  to  his 
housckeep'^r — "and,  d'ye  hoar,  breakfnsi  wi'  us yoiir- 
sell— ye  ken  how  to  manage  the  noningers  ot  tea- 
water— and,  hear  ye,  see  abune  a'  tfiat  there's  a  gude 
fire.- Weel,  Jeanie,  my  woman,  gang  in  by— giuig  in 
by.  and  rest  ve." 

Na,  Laird,"  Jeanie  replied,  endeavouring  as  much 
as  she  could  to  express  herself  with  composure,  not- 
withstanding she  still  trembled,  "I  canaa  ixan?  in — 
I  have  a  lang  duj^sdarg  afore  mc — 1  maun  be  twenty 
mile  o'  gate  the  night  yet,  if  feel  will  carry  me." 

"  Guide  and  deliver  us !— twenty  mile— twenty  mfle 
on  your  feet !"  ejaeulatefl  Dunihicdikes,  who5«e  walks 
were  of  a  very  circumscribed  dinmetcr,— "  Ye  maun 
never  think  o'  that— comi?  in  by." 

"  I  canna  do  that.  Laird,"  replied  Jeanie ;  "  the 
twa  words  I  hae  to  say  to  ye  I  can  say  here ;  forby 
that  Mrs.  Balchristie" 

"The  deil  flw  awa  wi'  Mrs.  Balchristie,"  said 
Dumbiedikes,  "and  he'll  hae  a  heavy  lading  o'  her  I 
I  tell  ye,  Jennie  Deans,  I  am  a  man  of  few  word.n. 
but  I  am  laird  at  hamc,  as  weel  as  in  ihp  fi.vld ;  deil 
a  brute  or  body  about  my  house  but  I  can  nianas^e 
when  I  like,  except  Rory  Bean,  mypowny;  I  jt  I  can 
seldom  be  at  the  plague,  an  it  biniia  when  mf  bluid'i 
up." 

"  I  was  wanting  to  say  to  ye,  Laird,"  said  Jeanie, 
who  felt  the  necessity  ofentoring  upc  n  her  IntsincsH, 
"that  I  wasgaun  a  lang journey,  outb>  of  my  father's 
knowlr-dge." 

"Outby  his  knowledge,  Jeanie!— Is  that  risht? 
Ye  maun  think  o't  again- it's  no  right,"  said.Dnm- 
biedikes,  with  a  countenance  ofsjent  concern. 

"If  I  were  anes  at  Lunnon,"  said  Jeanie,  in  ex:ul- 
pation,  "  I  am  amaist  sure  I  could  get  means  to  speak 
to  the  queen  about  my  sister's  lifr.' 

"Lunnon— and  the  qui  en— and  her  sister's  life !'' 
said  Duinbiedikes,  whistling  for  very  amazement—, 
"  the  lassie's  demented."  . 

"I  am  no  out  o'  my  mind,"  said  shp.  " aad^ svu^ 
or  swim,  1  am  dc\e.Tm\ueOL  Vo  s^vvo,  \q  \.>a\\\\^xv.\\\ 
suld  beg  my  way  fiatt  Aoot  \o  <iw>i— ^xA  w\  \s\Sisa\ 
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unless  ye  won  lend  me  &  Bmall  Biim  to  pay  my  cxpen- 
MS— little  tiling  will  do  it;  ami  yc  ken  niv father's  a 
man  ol  Fiiosiaiire,  and  wad  8C4J  nae  man,  far  less  you, 
Laird,  coino  lo  loss  by  me." 

DiniibiMikt  9,  on  comprehending?  the  nature  of  this 
application,  coidd  scarce  trust  his  ears— he  made  no 
onswt-r  whatever,  but  stood  with  his  eyes  riveted  on 
the  ;;round. 

•*  I  stu  yc  are  no  for  assisting  me,  Laird,"  said  Jca- 
nic ;  "  sac  fare  yc  wccl— and  gang  and  see  my  poor 
father  us  alien  as  ye  can— he  will  be  lonely  eneugh 
now." 

"Where*  is  the  silly  bairn  gaun?"  said  Dumbie- 
dikcH;  and,  Inying  hold  of  her  hand,  he  led  her  into 
the  houso.  "It'e  no  that  I  didna  think  o'l  before," 
he  ?:iiii,  "  but  it  t-iack  in  my  throat." 

Thus  epcaking  to  himself,  he  led  her  into  an  old- 
fasliioncJ  parlour,  nhut  the  d(»or  behind  them,  and 
fasteiie<i  it  with  a  bolt.  While  Jcanic.  surprised  at 
this  inan'L'uvrc,  remained  as  near  the  door  as  possi- 
bu",  the  Laird  quitted  her  hand,  and  pressed  upon  a 
Bpri[j.:{  lock  fL\i<i  in  an  oak  panel  in  the  wainscot, 
whicii  inHtnntly  blippcd  aside.  .An  iron  strong-box 
"uas  diflcovorecl  in  a  recess  of  the  wall ;  he  opened 
tins  al«<o,  and,  pulling  out  two  or  three  drawers, 
eltowed  that  they  wore  filled  with  leatheni-bags,  full 
of  gnhl  and  silver  coin. 

'This  is  my  bank,  Jeaniclass,"  he  Faid,  looking 
first  at  her,  and  then  at  the  treasure,  with  an  air  of 
great  cpmplacency,— "  nanc  o]  your  goldsmith's  bills 
lor  me,— they  bnng  folk  to  ruin." 

Then  Puddcnly  chanpring  his  tone,  he  resolutely 
said— ''Jeanie,  I  will  make  ye  Leddy  Dumbieilikes 
afo  c  the  sim  si  ts.  and  ye  may  ride  to  Lunr.on  in  your 
ain  coach,  if  ye  like." 

"Xa,  Lairn,"  said  Jcanic,  "that  can  never  bc-^my 
fathtr's  grief— my  sister's  situation— the  discredit  to 
vou" 

"Tint's  my  business,"  said  Dnmbicdikcs ;  "ye 
wad  say  naething  about  that  if  ye  werona  a  fule — aiul 
yet  I  like  ye  the  better  fi.ir't— ae  wise  body's  eneugh 
in  the  married  state.  But  if  your  heart's  ower  fu\ 
take  what  siller  will  serve  yc,  and  let  it  be  when  ye 
come  back  again— aa  gnde  syne  as  sune." 

•  Hut,  Lairtl,"  said  Jeanie,  who  felt  the  nocc.«sity  of 
being  explicit  with  so  extraordinary  a  lover,  "I  like 
anoiiier  man  better  than  you,  and  1  canna  marry  ye." 

"  Another  man  better  than  me,  Jeanie?"  s.aid  Diim- 
biediiirs— "how  is  that  poseible '?— It's  no  possible, 
woman— ye  hao  kend  me  sae  lang." 

"Ay  but.  Laird,"  said  Jeanie,  with  persevering 
simplicity,  "  I  hae  kend  him  langer." 

"Langer?— it's  no  possible!'"  c.xclaimeil  the  poor 
Laird.  ''It  caima  he ;  ye  were  born  on  the  land.  O 
Jeanie  woman,  yc  haena  lookit— ye  haena  seen  the 
half,  o'  the  ijcar."  He  drew  out  another  drawer— 
"  A'  gowd,  Jennie,  and  there's  hands  for  siller  lent— 
And  the  rental  bi.K>k,  Jeanie-clear  three  hundcrsirr- 
Jing— dell  a  wadset,  hrritahle  band,  or  burden— Vo 
haen-i  iDokitat  them,  woman— And  then  my  mother's 
wardrobe,  and  my  grandmother's  forby— silk  gowns 
Wad  stand  on  their  einls,  pcarlin-lace  a?  fine  as  spi- 
dt-rs'  wil»s,  anil  ring*»  and  ear-rings  to  the  boot  of  a' 
that— ttit-y  are  a'  in  the  chamberof  dcas— Oh,  Jeanie, 
Ban::  up  the  ^5tair  and  look  at  them  !" 

VtwX  Jeanio  held  fast  her  inte'.irity,  though  beset 
with  temptations,  whicli  perhaps  the  Ijainl  of  Duni- 
biedik^-"  did  not  greatly  err  in  supposing  were  those 
nio*t  atil. cling  to  her  sex. 

"  It  canna  1«%  Laird— I  have  said  it— and  I  canria 
break  my  word  till  him,  if  ye  wad  gie  me  the  haill 
barony  of  Dalkeith,  and  LuKton  into  the  bargain." 

"Your  word  to  /i/rn,"  faid  the  Laird,  somewhat 

rettipidy;  "but  wha  is  he  Jeanie'.'— wha  is  he?— 
hatiia  heard  his  name  yet— Come  now,  Jeanie,  ye 
are  but  queering  us— I  am  no  trowing  that  there  is 
6ie  a  ane  in  the  warld— vc  are  but  makmg  fashion— 
\Vhaiij«he?-whnishe?" 

"Jujst  Keuh'-n  Huiler,  that's  schulcmasicr  at  Libber- 
ton,"  said  Jtfunie. 

•    •'UeiitM'n    lluthr!    Reu.frn    Butler!"    echoctl  tho 

Laird  of  Dumbii*«likes.  pacing  the  apartment  in  high 

ff/fttfuin,  —  '' Rfiihtn  Hutlvr,  the  donnnie  at  Libberton 

^■ajid  a  doinmw  dtputa  too  I— Reuben,  the  son  of  my 


cottar !— Very  weel,  Jeanie  lass,  wilfu'  woman  will 
hae  her  way— Reuben  Butler !  he  hasna  in  his  pouch 
the  value  o'  the  auld  black  coat  he  wears— but  it  dis- 
na  sigiiify."  And,  as  he  spoke,  he  shut  successively, 
and  with  vcliemenct^  the  drawers  of  his  treasury. 
"  A  fair  offer,  Jeanie^  is  nae  cause  o'  feud— Ae  man 
may  bring  a  horse  to  the  water,  but  twenty  wunna 
gar  him  drink— And  as  for  wasting  my  substance  on 
other  folk's  joes" 

There  was  something  in  the  last  hint  that  nettled 
Jcanie's  honest  pride.  "I  was  begging  nane  bze 
your  honour,"  she  said ;  "  at  least  of  a  on  sic  a  score  as 
yc  pit  it  on.  Gude  morning  to  ye,  sir :  ye  hae  been 
kind  to  my  father,  and  it  isna  in  my  neart  to  think 
otherwise  than  kindly  of  you." 

So  saying,  she  left  the  room,  without  listening  to  a 
faint  "But,  Jeanie— Jeanie— slay,  woman!"  and 
traversing  the  court-yard  with  a  quick  step^  she  set 
out  on  her  forward  journey,  her  bosom  glowing  with 
that  natural  indignation  and  shame,  which  an  honest 
mind  feels  at  having  subjected  itself  lo  ask  a  favour, 
which  had  been  unexpectedly  refused.  When  out  of 
the  Laird's  ground,  and  once  more  upon  the  public 
road,  her  pace  slackened,  her  anger  cooled,  anu  anx- 
ious anticipations  of  the  consequence  of  this  unex- 
pected disappointment  began  to  influence  her  with 
other  feelings.  Must  she  then  actually  bi^  her  way 
to  London?  for  such  seemed  the  alternative;  or  mu«t 
she  turn  back,  and  solicit  her  father  for  money;  aixJ 
by  doing  so  lose  time,  which  was  precious,  besiA-s 
the  risk  of  encountering  his  iH>sitive  prohibition  re- 
specting her  journey  ?^  i  et  she  saw  no  medium  be- 
twc>en  these  alternativcK ;  and,  while  she  walked  . 
slowly  on,  was  stdl  meditating  whether  it  were  not 
better  to  return. 

While  she  was  thus  in  an  uncertainty,  she  heard 
the  clatter  of  a  horse's  hoofs,  and  a  well-known  voice 
calling  her  name.  She  looked  round,  and  saw  ad- 
vancing towanis  her  on  a  pony,  whose  pan*  back  and 
halter  assorted  ill  with  the  ni'ghtgtiwn,  slippers,  and 
laced  cocked- hat  of  the  rider,  a  cavalier  of  no  less  im- 
portance than  Dumbiedikes  himself.  In  the  energv 
of  his  pursuit,  he  had  overcome  e\cn  the  Highland 
obstinacy  of  Rory  Bean,  and  compelletl  that  self 
willed  palfrey  to  canter  the  way  nis  rider  chose* 
which  Rory,  however,  performed  with  all  the  symp- 
toms of  reluctance,  turning  his  head,  and  aecompn- 
nying  every  bound  he  made  in  advance  with  a  side- 
long motion,  which  indicated  his  extreme  wish  to 
turn  round,— a  manrpuvrc  which  nothing  but  the  con- 
stant exercise  of  the  Lainl's  heels  and  cudgel  could 
poB.<ibly  have  counleractLii. 

When  the  Laird  came  up  with  Jeanie,  the  first 
words  he  uttere<l  were, — ''Jeanie,  they  say  aue 
shouldna  aye  take  a  woman  at  her  first  word  ?  * 

"  Ay,  but  ye  maun  take  me  at  mine.  Laird,"  said 
Jeanie,  looking  on  the  ground,  and  walking  on  with- 
out a  pause.  "  I  hae  but  ae  word  to  bestow  on  ony 
bo<ly,  and  that's  aye  a  true  ane." 

"  Then,"  said  Dumbiedikes,  "at least  ye  siildnanye 
take  a  man  at  his  first  word.  Ye  niaunna  gang  this 
wilfu'  gate  sillerles?,  come  o't  what  like."— He  put  a 

fMirsc  into  her  hand.  "  I  wad  gie  you  Rory  too.  but 
le's  as  wilfu'  as  yourscll,  and  he's  ower  weel  used  to 
a  gate  that  maybe  he  and  I  haegaen  ower  aftcn,  and 
h(?ll  gang  nae  road  else." 

"  Bint  talnl,"  said  Jeanie,  "  though  I  ken  my  father 
will  satisfy  every  penny  of  ihis  siller,  whatcvtr  there't 
o't,  yet  I  wadna  like  to  borrow  it  frae  ane  that  maybe 
thiuKs  of  something  mair  than  the  paying  o't  back 
again." 

_"  There's  just  twenty- five  guineas  o't,"  said  DAm- 
biedikes,  with  a  gentle  sich,  "and  whether  vour  father 
pays  or  disna  pay,  I  make  ye  free  till't  without  ano- 
ther word.  Gang  where  ye  like— do  what  ye  like— 
and  marry  a'  the  Butlers  in  the  country,  gin  ye  like 
—And  sae,  gude  morning  to  you,  Jeanie." 

"And  God  bless  you.  Laird,  wi'  monv  a  gnde 
morning,"  said  Jemie,  her  heart  more  sot'tened  by 
the  unwonted  generosity  of  this  uncouth  character, 
than  perhaps  Butler  might  have  approved,  had  he 
known  her  feelings  at  that  moment ;  "  and  comfort, 
and  the  Lord's  peace,  and  the  peace  of  the  world,  be 
wilU  you,  U  Nve  avAd  u^NCt  moct.  a^aial'l^  ^ 
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DMibiadikes  turned  and  waVed  his  band :  and  his 
poiy,  mwch  more  willing  to  return  than  he  had  been 
to  Kt  out,  hurried,  him  homewards  so  fast,  that, 
waotifig  the  aid  of  a  regular  bridle,  as  well  as  of  sad- 
dle and  stirrups,  he  was  too  much  puxzled  to  keep  his 
seat  to  permit  of  his  looking  behind,  even  to  give  the 
parting  giance  of  a  forlorn  swain.  I  am  ashamed  to 
say,  that  the  sight  of  a  lover,  run  away  with  in  night- 
ffdwn  and  slippare  and  a  laced  hat,  by  a  bare-backed 
Highland  ponjr,  had  something  in  it  of  a  sedative, 
even  to  a  grateful  and  deserved  burst  of  affectionate 
eneem.  The  figure  of  Dumbiedikes  was  too  ludi- 
crooa  Bot  to  confirm  Jeanie  in  the  original  senti- 
neus  phe  entertained  towards  him. 

**  He*s  a  gude  creature,"  said  she,  '*  and  a  kind— 
a*s  a  pity  he  has  sae  willvard  a  pownv."  ,  And  she 
imnMoiately  turned  her  thoughts  to  the  important 
fcwme^  which  she  had  commenced^  Reflecting  with 
pteasore^  that,  according  to  her  habits  otlife  add  of 
andereoing  fatigue,  she  was  now  amply  or  even  su- 
pedliKraslx  provided  with  the  means  of  encountering 
tiie  ezpeoses  of  die  road,  up  apd  down  from  London, 
aad  all  other  expenses  whatevo:.  ^ 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

What  itrange  uid  wajwird  thooffhts  wQl  dide 

Ifiio  ft  lover'*  head : 
••  O  merer  I"  to  m^Klf  I  cried, 
**  If  Lucy  should  be  dead  i'*— wosdowobth. 

lit  pursuing  her  solitary  jkramey,  our  heroine  soon 
afker  passing  the  house  of  Dumbiedikes,  gained  a  ht- 
ilaemnenee,^fh>m  which,  on  looking  to  the  eastward 
down  a  prattling  brook,  whose  meandera  were  shaded 
with  straggling  willows  and  alder  trees,  she  could  see 
the  cottages  of  Woodend  and  Beer-sheba,  the  haunts 
tad  habitation  of  her  early  life,  and  could  disiinffuish 
die  common  on  which  she  had  so  often  herded  sheep, 
tod  the  recesses  of  the  rivulet  where  she  had  pulled 
rashes  with  Butler,  to  plait  crowns  and  sceptres  for 
aer  sister  Effie,  then  a  beautiful  but  spoiled  child,  of 
•bout  three  years  old.  The  recollections  which  the 
feme  brought  vrith  them  were  so  bitter,  that,  had  she 
bdulged  them,  she  would  have  sate  down  and  relieved 
ka  heart  with  tears. 

"But  I  kend,"  said  Jeanie,  when  she  gave  an 
leooont  of  her  pilgrimage,  "  that  greeting  would  do 
ait  little  good,  and  that  it  was  mair  beseeming  to 
tiiank  the  Lord,  that  had  showed  me  kindness  and 
connteoanca  by  means  of  a  man,  that  mony  caM  a 
Nabal  aad  churl, 'but  wha  was  free  of  his  gudes  to 
me  as  ever  the  fountain  was  free  of  the  stream.  And 
I  minded  the  Scripture  about  theain  of  Israel  at  Me- 
libah,  when  the  people  nfanmired,  although  Moses 
bid  brought  water  from  the  dry  rock  that  the  con- 
gregation might  drink  and  live.  Sae,  I  wad  not  trust 
mml  with  another  look  at  poor  Woodend,  for  the 
v«ry  Une  reek  that  came -out  of  the  lum-head  pat  me 
ia  mind  of  the  change  of  market  days  with  us." 

hi  this  resigned  and  Christian  temper«he  pursued 
btrioomey,  until  she  was  beyond  this  place  of  me- 
isodkoiy  recollections,  and  not  distant  from  the  vil- 
ligB  where  Butler  dwelt,  which,  with  its  old-faahioned 
cboreh  and  steeple,  rises  among  a  tuft  of  trees,  occu- 
pying the  ridge  of  an  eminence  to  the  south  of  E  'in- 
aorgh.  At  a  quarter  of  a  mile's  distance  is  a  clumsy 
snare  tower,  the  residence  of  the  Laird  of  Libberton, 
who,  in  former  times,  with  the  habita  of  the  preda- 
tory chivalry  of  Oermany,  ia  said  frequently  to  have 
tnnoyed  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  by  intercepting  the 
■Ql^priss  and  merohandise  which  came  to  the  town 
from  the  southward. 

This  villagBi  iu  tower,  and  its  church,  did  not  lie 
precisely  in  Jeanie's  road  towards  England  ;  but  they 
^mt  not  much  aside  from  it,  and  the  village  was  the 
tbode  of  Butler.  She  had  resolved  to  see  him  in  the 
bcgimvvig  of  her  journey,  because  she  conceived  him 
the  rao^t  proper  person  to  write  to  her  father  concern- 
ing her  resolution  and  her  hopes.  There  was  probably 
•nother  reason  Intent  in  her  afiectionate  bosom.  She 
wished  once  more  to  see  the  object  of  so  early  and 
•oaioeere  an  attachment,  before  commencing  a'^il- 
vinsflB,  the  perils  of  which  she  did  not  disguise 

from  herself;  although  she  did  not  allow  tham  so  to. 
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press  upon  her  mind  as  to  dimhush  the  strength  Aid 
energy  of  her  resolution.  A  visit  to  a  lover  from  a 
young  person  in  a  higher  rank  of  life  than  Jeanie' s, 
would  nave  had  something  forward  and  iniproper  in 
its  character.  But  the  simplicity  of  her  rural  habits 
was  unaoQuainted  with  these  punctilious  ideas  of  de- 
corum, and  no  notion,  therefore,  of  impropriety  crossed 
her  imagination,  aa,  aetting  out  upon  a  long  Journey, 
ahe  went  to  bid  adieu  to  an  early  friend. 

There  was  still  another  motive  that  pressed  upon 
her  mind  with  additional  force  as  she  approached 
the  village.  She  had  looked  anxioiisly  for  BuUer  in  the 
court-house,  and  had  expected  that  certainly,  in  some 
part  of  that  eventful  day,  he  would  have  appeared  to 
brinjg  such  countenance  and  support  as  he  could  give 
to  his  old  friend,  and  the  protector  of  his  youth,  even 
if  her  own  claims  were  laid  aside.  She  knew^  in- 
deed, that  he  was  under  a  certain  degree  of  restraint : 
but  she  still  hiul  hoped  that  he  would  hav^  found 
means  to  emancipate  himself  from  it,  at  least^for  one 
day.  In  short,  the  wild  and  wayward  thoughts  which 
Wordsworth  has  described  as  rising  in  an  absent 
lover's  imagination,  suggested,  as  the  only  explana- 
tion of  his  absence,  that  Butler  must,  be  very.  ill. 
And  so  much  had  this  wrou^t  on  her  imagination, 
that  when  she  approached  the  cottage  in  which  her 
lover  occtipied  a  small  apartment,  and  which  had 
been  pointed  out  to  her  by  a  maiden  with  a  milk-pail 
on  her  head,  she  trembled  at  anticipating  the  answer 
she  might  receive  on  inquirine  for  him. 
.  Her  feare  in  this  case  hadj  indeed,  only  hit  upon 
the  truth.  Butler,  whose  constitution  was  naturally 
feeble,  did  not  soon  recover  the  fatigue  of  body  and 
distress  of  mind  which  he  had  sunered,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  tragical  events  with  which  our  narra- 
tive commenced.  The  painful  idea  that  his  character 
was  breathed  on  by  suspicion,  was  an  aggravation  to 
his  distress. 

But  the  most  cruel  addition  was  the  absolute  pro- 
hibition laid  by  the  magistrates  on  his  holding  any 
commtmication  with  Deans  or  his  family.  It  had 
unfortunately  appeared  likely  to  them,  that  some  in- 
tercourse might  be  again  attempted  with  that  family 
by  Robertson,  through  the  medium  of  Butler,  and 
this  theywere  anxious  to  intercept,  or  prevent,  if  pos- 
sible. The  measure  was  not  meant  as  a  haren  or  in- 
^OQS  severity  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  t  but, 
in  Butler's  circumstances,  it  pressed  cruelly  hard. 
He  felt  he  must  be  suffering  under  the  bad  opinion  ot 
the  person  who  was  dearest  to  him,  from  an  impute* 
tion  of  unkind  desertion,  the  most  slien  to  his  nature. 

This  painful  thought,  pressing  on  a  frame  aheady 
injured,  brought  on  a  succession  of  slow  and  lingering 
feverish  attacks,  which  greatly  impaired  his  health,  ' 
and  at  length  rendered  him  inoapaDle  even  of  the  se- 
dentary duties  of  the  schooK  on  which  his  bread  de- 
pended. Fortunately,  old  Mr.  Whackbaim,  who  was 
the  principal  teacher  of  the  little  parochial  establish- 
ment, was  sincerely  attached  to  Butler.  Besides  that 
he  was  sensible  of  his  merits  and  value  as  an  assist- 
ant, which  had  greatly  raised  the  credit  of  his  little 
school,  the  ancient  pedagogue,  who  had  himself  been 
tolerablv  educated-,  retained  some  taste  for  classical 
lore,  ana  would^ladly  relax,  after  the  drudgery  of  the 
school  was  past,  by  conning  over  a  few  pages  of 
Horace  or  Juvenal  with  his  usher.  A  similarity  of 
taste  begot  kindness,  and  he  accordingly  saw  But- 
ler's increasing  debility  witlrgreat  compassion,  roused 
up  his  own  energies  to  teaching  the  school  in  the 
momiim  hours,  insisted  upon  his  assistant's  reposing 
himselfat  that  period,  and,  besides,  supplied  hini  with 
such  comforts  as  the  patient's  situation  required,  and 
his  means  were  inadequate  to  compass. 

Such  was  Butler's  situation,  scarce  able  to  drag 
himself  to  the  pkce  where  his  daily  drudgery  must 

Sin  his  daily  oread,  and  racked  with  a  thousand 
u-ful  anticipations  concerning  the  fate  of  those  who 
were  dearest  to  him  in  die  world,  when  the  trial  and 
condemnation  of  Effie  Deans  put  the  cope-stone  upon 
his  mental  misery. 

He  had  a  particular  account  of  these  events  from 
a  fellow-student  vifho  resided  in  the  same  village,  and 
who,  having  been  present  on  the  melancholy  occa- 
sion, was  able  to  place  it  in  all  its  agony  of  hoiron 
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before  his  excroeiated  imagination.  That  sleep  ihonid 
have  vieited  his  eyes,  after  such  a  curfew-note,  was 
impossible.  ^  A  thousand  dreadful  visions  haunted 
his  imagihation  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  he  was 
awaked  from  a  feverish  slumber,  by  the  only  circum- 
stance which  could  have  added  to  his  diatiesa— the 
visit  of  an  intrusive  ass. 

This  unwelcome  visitant  was  no  other  than  Barto- 
line  Saddletree.  The  worthy  and  sapient  burgher 
had  kept  his  appointment  at  MacCroskie's.  with 
Plumdamas  and  some  other  neighbours,  to  discuss 
the  Duke  of  Argyle's  speech,  the  justice  of  Effie 
Dean's  condemnaiion,ana  the  improbability  of  her  ob- 
taining a  reprieve.  This  sage  conclave  disputed  high, 
and  drank  deep,  and  on  the  next  morning  Bartohne 
felt,  as  he  expressed  it,  as  if  his  head  was  Cke  a  "con- 
fused progress  of  writs.** 

To  bring  his  reflective  powers  to  their  usual  sereni- 
tyi  Saddletree  resolved  to  take  a  morning's  ride  upon 
a  certaffl  hackney,  which  he,  Plunidamas,  and  another 
honest  shopkeeper,  combined  to  maintain  by  joint 
subscription,  for  occasional  jaunts  for  the  puipoae  of 
business  or  exercise.  As  Saddletree  had  two  children 
boarded  with  Whackbabn^  and  was,  as  we  have  seen, 
rather  fond  of  Butler's  society,  he  turned  his  palfrey's 
head  towards  Libberton,and  came,  as  we  have  already 
said,  to  give  the  unfortunate  usher  that  additional 
vexation,  of  which  Imogen  complains  so  feelingly, 
when  she  says, 

"  I'm  sprifhted  with  a  fbol— 

Sprifflited  and  onfer'd  worte."  , 

If  any  thing  could  have  added  gall  to  bitterness,  it 
was  the  choice  which  Saddletree  made  of  a  subject 
for  his  prosing  harangues,  being  the  trial  of  Effie 
Deans,  and  the  probability  of  her  being  executed. — 
Every  word  fell  on  Butler's  ear  like  the  knell  of  a 
death-bell,  or  the  note  of  a  screech-owl. 
^  Jeanie  paused  at  the  door  of  her  lover's  humble 
abode  upon  hearing  the  loud  and  pompous  tones  of 
Saddletree  sounding  from  the  inner  iipartment,— 
*'  Credit  me^  it  will  be  sae,  Mr.  Butler.  Brandy  can- 
not save  her.  She  maun  gang  down  the  Bow  wi' 
the  lad  in  the  pioted  coat*  at  her  heels.-^I  am  sorry 
for  the  lassie,  but  the  law,  sir,  maun  hae  its  course— 

*  Vivat  Rerx, 

Currat  Lex/ 

as  the  poet  has  it,  in  whilk  of  Horace's  odes  I  know 
not." 

Here  Butler  groaned,  in  utter  impatience  of  the 
brutality  and  ignorance  which  Bartoline  had  con- 
trived to  amalgamate  into  one  sentence.  But  Saddle- 
tree, like  other  prosers,  was  blessed  with  a  happy  ob- 
tuseness  of  perception  concerning  the  unfavourable 
impression  which  he  generally  made  on  hie  auditors. 
He  proceeded  to  deal  forth  his  scraps  of  legal  know- 
ledge without  mercy,  and  concluded  by  askmg  Butler 
with  great  self-complacency,  "Was  it  na  a  pity  my 
father  didna  send  me  to  Utrecht  1  Havana  I  missed 
the  chance  to  turn  out  as  clarisnmus  an  ictu9,  as 
auld  Gninwiggin  himsell  1— Whatfor  dinna  ye  spe^ 
Mr.  Butler  1  Wad  I  no  hae  been  a  claritaimua  ic- 
tus? Eh.  manr* 

"  I  really  do  not  understand  you,  Mr.  Saddletree^*' 
said  Butler,  thus  pushed  hard  for  an  answer.  His 
faint  and  exhausted  tone  of  voice  was  instantly 
drowned  in  the  sonorous  bray  of  Bartoline. 

"No  understand  toe,  manl— /ch<»  is  Latin  for  a 
lawver,  is  it  notT' 

"  Not  that  ever  I  heard  of;"  answered  Butler,  in  the 
same  dejected  tone. 

*'  The  deil  ye  didna !— See,  man,  I  got  the  word  but 
this  morning  out  of  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Crossmyloof 's 

see,  there  it  is,  ictus  clarisnmua  d  perH—^periliBsi- 
mw*— it's  a'  Latin,  for  it's  printed  in  the  Italian  types." 

"  O,  you  mean  juris-conauUus — Ictus  is  an  aborevi- 
•tion  for  juris'consultus." 

*  Dinna  tell   me,  man,"  persevered    Saddletree, 
there's  nae  abbreviates  except  in  adjudicatians; 

md  this  is  a'  about  a  servitude  of  water-drap— that  is 
to  say,  ^t7/tcidia7i,t  (maybe  ye'U  say  that's  no  Latin 
neither,)  in  Mary  King's  Close  in  the  High  Street." 

•  Theexecuiiouer,  in  a  livery  of  black  or  daric  fray  and  filver 
Ukened  by  low  wil  to  a  majrpie. 

He  QMSnt ,  prabaUy.  fiiSlffMlsH, 


"Very  likely,"  said  poor  Botler,  ovarwhetmed  In 
the  noisy  perseveraaoe  of  L«s  visiter.  -  "I  am  not  abi 
to  dispute  with  you.^' 

"  Few  folk  are— few  folk  are,  Mr.  Butler,  though  I 
say  it,  that  shouldna  say  h,"  returned  Bartolin«,  with 
great  delist.  "  Now,  it  will  be  twa  hours  yet  or 
ye're  wanted  in  the  scbole,  and  as  ye  are  no  weel,  I'H 
sit  wi'  you  to  divert  ye,  and  explain  t'ye  the  nature  of 
a  tiUicxdian.  Ye  maun  ken,  the  petitioner,  Mrs. 
Crombie,  a  venr  decent  ««iman.  is  a  friend  of  min^ 
and  I  hae  stuae  her  friend  in  this  case,  and  brooght 
her  wi'  credit  into  the  court,  and  I  doubtna  that  ia 
due  time  she  will  win  out  oh  wi'  credit,  win  ahe  at 
lose  she.  Ye  see,  beins  an  inferior  tenement  or  lai^ 
house,  we  grant  ourselvie  to  be  burdened  wi'  the 
txUiciiU,  that  is,  that  we  are  obligated  to  reeeire  the 
natural  water-drap  of  the  superior  tenement,  ana  fu 
as  the  same  fa's  frae  the  heavens,  or  the  roof  ofHxur 
neighbour's  house,  and  from  thence  by  the  gutters  or 
eaves  upon  our  laigh  tenement  But  the  other  night 
comes  a  Highland'^quean  of  a  lass,  and  ahe  flaaiieai 
God  kens  what,  out  at  the  eastmost  window  of  Mrs. 
JVIacPhail's  house,  that's  the  superior  tenement.  I 
oelieve  the  auld  women  wad  hae  greed,  for  Ludue 
MacPhail  sent  down  the  lass  to  tell  my  friend  Mrs. 
Crombie  that  she  had  made  the  gardyloo  out  of  the 
wrang  window,  from  respect  for  twa  Hidilandroen 
that  were  speaking  Gaelic  in  the  ck>se  below  the 
right  ane.  But  luckily  /or  Mrs.  Crombi&  I  jost 
chanced  to  come  in  in  time  to  break  afT  the  com- 
muning, for  it's  a  pity  the  point  suldna  be  tried.  We 
had  Mrs.  MacPhail  into  the  Ten-Mark  Court-— "Hw 
Hieland  limmer  of  a  lass  wanted  to  swear  hetaelf 
free—but  baud  ye  there,  says  I" 

The  detailed  account  of  this  important  suh  might 
have  lasted  until  poor  Butler's  hour  of  rest  was  com- 
pletely exhausted,  bad  not  Saddletree  been  intemmied 
by  the  noise  of  voices  at  the  door.  The  woman  ch  the 
house  where  Butler  lodged,  on  returning  with  her 
pitcher  from  the  well,  whence  she  had  been  fetobong 
water  for  the  family,  found  our  heroine  Jeanie  Deans 
standing  at  the  door,  impatient  of  the  prolix  harangne 
of  Saddletree,  yet  inrwilliiig  to  enter  until  be  sfaofiii 
have  taken  his  leave. 

The  good  woman  abridged  the  period  of  hesitation 
by  inouiring,  "  Was  ye  wanting  the  gudeman  or  me, 
laser 

''  I  wanted  to  speak  wi&  Mr.  Butler,  if  he's  at  lei- 
aura''  replied  Jeanie. 

"Gang  in  by  then,  my  woman,"  answered  the  good- 
wife  ;  and  opening  the  door  of  a  room,  she  announced 
the  additional  visiter  with,  "  Mr.  Butler,  here's  a  Ia» 
wants  to  speak  t'ye." 

The  surprise  of  Butler  was  extreme,  when  Jennie. 
who  seldom  stirred  half  a  mile  from  home,  entered 
his  apartment  upon  this  annunciation. 

"Good  Ofodr  he  said,  starting  fVom  bis  chair, 
while  alarm  restored  to  his  cheek  the  colour  of  which 
sickness  had  deprived  it;  "some  new  miidbrtuna 
most  have  iiappened  J" 

"  None,  Mr.  Reuberi,  but  what  you  must  hae  beaid 
of— but  O,  ye  are  looking  ill  yoursell !"— for  "  the  hen* 
tic  of  a  moment"  had  not  concealed  from  her  afTec 
tionate  eye  the  ravages  which  tingering  disease  ann 
anxiety  of  mind  bad  made  in  her  lover's  person. 

"No:  lam  well— quite  well/'  eaid  Butler,  with 
eagerness ;  "  if  I  can  do  any  thing  to  assiBt  you,  Jen- 
nie—or your  father." 

"  Ay,  to  be  sure,"  said  Saddletree ;  **  the  family  mar 
be  considered  as  limited  to  them  twa  now^  just  ae  if 
Effie  bad  never  been  in  the  tailzie,  puir  thing.  Bnt« 
Jeanie  lass,  what  brings  you  out  to  Libberton  eae  air 
in  the  morning,  and  your  father  lying  ill  in  tbel^nck* 
enbooths  7" 

"  I  had  a  message  frae  my  father  to  Mr.  ButSer/* 
said  Jeanie,  with  embarrassment ;  but  instantly  feel- 
ing ashamed  of  the  fiction  to  which  she  bad  reaorted, 
for  her  love  of  and  veneration  for  truth  was  abmoat 
quaker-like,  she  corrected  herself— "  That  is  to  say,  I 
wanted  to  speak  with  Mr.  Butler  about  some  baai- 
nees  of  my  father's  and  puir  Effie' s." 

"  Is  it  law  business T'  said  Bartoline;  ** because  it 
it  be,  ye  had  better  take  my  opinion  on  the  Bnbjeni 
thanhia."         -y  ---y  ^^^^.^ 
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"It  IB  not  just  law  btrainesa,"  adid  Jeaiii«,  who  saw 
connderable  inconvenience  might  ariae  from  letting 
▼Mr.  Saddletree  into  the  secret  purpose  of  her  joumejr ; 
^but  I  want  Mr.  Butler  lo  write  a  letter  for  me.'' 

"Very  right,"  said  Mr.  Saddletree j  "and  if  ye*ll 
tell  me  what  it  is  about.  Til  dictate  to  Mr.  Butler  as 
Mr.  Crosamyloof  does  to  his  dark.— Get  your  pen  and 
ink  in  initial%bu9^  Mr.  Butler.'' 

Jeanie  looked  at  Butler,  and  wrung  her  hands  with 
vexation  and  impatience. 

'^I  bdieve,  Bilr.  Saddletree."  said  Butler,  who  saw 
the  necessi  ty  oi  getting  rid  oi  him  at  all  events,  "  that 
Mr.  Whackbaim  will  be  somewhat  afironted^  if  you 
do  not  hear  your  boys  colldd  up  to  their  lessons." 

"Indeed,  Mr.  Butler,  and  that's  as  true ;  and  I  pro-, 
mised  to  ask  a  half  play-day  to  the  scbule,  so  that 
the  bairns  might  gang  and  see  the  hanging,  which 
canna  but  have  at>Iea8mg  eifect  on  their  young  minds, 
seeing  there  is  no  knowmg  what  they  may  come  to 
themselves.— Odd  so,  I  didna  mind  ye  were  here,  Jea- 
nie Deans ;  but  ye  maun  use  yoursefl  to  hear  the  mat- 
ter spoken  o'.— Keep  Jeanie  here  till  I  come  back, 
Mr.  Butler ;  I  wnnna  bide  ten  minutes." 

And  with  this  unwelcome  assurance  nf  an  imme- 
diate return,  he  relieved  them  of  the  embarrassment 
of  his  presence. 

"  Reuben,"  said  Jeanie,  who  saw  the  necessity  of 
Qsing  the  interval  of  his  absence  in  discussing  what 
had  brought  her  there,  "  I  am  bound  on  a  iang  jour- 
ney—I  am  eaun  to  Lunnon  to  ask  Elffie'a  life  oi  the 
king  and  otthe  queen." 

"  Jeanie !  you  are  surely  not  yourself,"  answered 
BoUer,  in  the  utmost  surprise ;  "  you  go  to  London— 
yott  address  the  king  and  queen  r 

"  And  what  for  no,  Reuben  7"  said  Jeanie  with  all 
the  composed  simplicity  of  her  character;  "  if  s  but 
n>eaking  to  a  mortal  man  and  woman  when  a'  is 
done.  A^d  their  hearts  maun  be  made  o'  flesh  and 
blood  like  other  folk's,  and  Effie's  story  wad  melt 
them  were  they  stane.  Forby,  I  hae  heard  that  they 
are  no  sic  bad  folk  as  what  the  Jacobites  ca'  them." 

"  Yes,  Jeanie, '  said  Butler ; "  but  their  magnificence ' 
—their  retinue—the  difficulty  ofjetting  audience  T* 

**  I  have  (bought  of  a'  that,  Reuben,  and  it  shall 
not  break  my  spirit.  Nae  doubt  their  claiths  will  be 
very  grand,  wi'  their  crowns  on  their  heads,  and  their 
sceptres  in  their  handa,  like  the  great  King  Ahasuerus 
when  he  sate  upon  his  royal  throne  foranent  the  gate 
of  his  house,  as  we  are  told  in  Scripture.  But  I  have 
tfaat  within  me  that  will  keep  my  heart  from  failing, 
and  I  am  amaist  sure  that  I  will  be  str^gthened  to 
speak  the  errand  I  came  for." 

"  Alas !  alas!"  said  Butler,  "  the  kings  now-a-days 
dp  not  sit  in  the  gate  to  administer  Justice,  as  in  pa- 
triarchal times.  I  know  as  little  of  courts  as  you  do, 
Jeanie,  by  experience;  but  by  reading  and  report  I 
know,  that  the  ICing  of  Britain  does  every  thing  by 
means  of  his  ministers." 

"  And  if  they  be  upright.  God-fearing  ministers," 
said  Jeanie,  "  it's  sae  muokle  the  better  chance  for 
Effie  and  me." 

"  But  you  do  not  even  understand  the  most  ordi- 
nary words  relating  lo  a  court,"  isaid  Butler ; "  by  the 
ministry  is  meant  not  clergymen,  but  the  king's  oill- 
dal  servants." 

"  Nae  doubt,"  returned  Jeanie,  "  he  maun  hae  a 
great  number  mair,  I  daur  to  say,  than  the  Duchess 
has  at  Dalkeith,  and  great  folk's  servants  are  aye 
mair  saucy  than  themselves.  But  I'll  be  deoenuy 
put  on,  and  Y\\  offer  them  a  trifle  o'  siller,  as  if  I 
came  to  see  the  palace.  Or,  if  they  scruple  that,  Til 
tell  them  I'm  come  on  a  business  of  li£s  and  death, 
snd  then  they  wiU  surely  bring  me  to  speech  of  the 
king  and  oueen  7* 

Butler  shook  his  head.  "  0  Jeanie,  this  is  entirehr 
a  wild  dream.  You  can  never  see  them  but  tfarougn 
some  great  lord's  intercession,  and  I  think  it  is  scarce 
possible  even  then." 

"  Wed,  but  maybe  I  can  get  that  too,'*  said  Jeanie^ 
"  with  a  little  helping  from  you." 

"  From  me,  Jeanie,  this  is  the  wildest  imagination 
of  ill." 

"  Ay,  but  it  is  not;  Reuben.  Havana  I  heard  you 
msx  that  your  grandfruher  (that  my  fiither  never  likaa 


to  hear  about)  did  some  gude  langsyne  to  th^  fbtliear 
of  this  MaoCallummore,  when  he  was  Lord  of  Lorn  1" 

*'  He  did  so,"  said  Butler,  eagerly,  "  and  I  can 
prove  it—I  will  writ^  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle— report 
speaks  him  a  good  kindly  man,  as  he  is  known  for  a 
brave  soldier  and  true  patriot— i  will  conjure  him  to 
stand  between  your  sister  and  this  cruel  fate.  There 
is  but  a  poor  chance  of  success,  but  we  will  try  all 
means.'' 

"  We  muH  try  all  means,"  replied  Jeanie:  "bijt 
writing  winna  do  it— a  letter  canna  look,  and  pray, 
and  beg,  and  beseech,  as  the  human  voice  can  do  to 
the  human  heart  A  letter's  like  the  music  that  the 
ladies  have  for  their  spinets— naething  but  blade 
scores,  compared  to  the  same  tune  played  or  sung. 
It's  word  of  mouth  maun  do  it,  or  naething,  Reuben. 

"You  are  right,"  said  Reuben,  recollecting  hia 
firmness,  "  and  1  will  hope  that  Heaven  has  suggest- 
ed to  your  kind  heart  and  firm  courage  the  onlypps- 
sible  means  of  saving  the  life  of  this  unfortunate  girL 
But,  Jeanie,  you  must  not  take  this  most  perilous 
journey  alone ;  I  have  an  interest  in  you,  and  I  will 
not  agree  that  my  Jeanie  throws  herself  away.  You 
must  even,  in  the  present  circumstances,  give  me  a- 
husband's  right  to  protect  you,  and  I  will  go  with 

Sou  myself  on  this  journey,  and  assist  you  to  do  your 
uty  by  your  family." 

"  Alas,  Reuben !"  said  Jeanie  in  her  turn,  "  thjs 
roust  not  be ;  a  pardon  will  not  gie  my  sister  her  fair 
fame  againv  or  make.me  a  bride  fitting  for  an  honest 
man  and  an  usefu'  minister.  Wha  wad  mind  what  he 
said  in  the  pu'pit,  that  had  to  ivife  the  sister  of  a  wo- 
man that  was  condemned  for  sic  wickedness !" 

**  But,  Jeanie,"  pleaded  her  lover,  "  I  do  not  believe 
and  I  cannot  believe,  that  Effie  has  done  this  deed." 

"  Heaven  bless  you  for  saying  sae,  Reuben !"  an- 
swered Jeanie ;  "  but  she  maun  near  the  blame  o't, 
after  all." 

"  But  that  blame,  were  it  even  justly  laid  on  her, 
does  not  fall  on  you  T 

"  Ah,  Reuben.  Reuben,"  replied  the  young  woman, 
"  ye  ken  it  is  a  blot  that  spreads  to  kith  and  kin.— 
Ichabod— as  my  poor  father  says— the  glory  is  depart- 
ed from  our  house ;  for  the  poorest  man's  house  haji 
a  glory,  where  there  are  true  hands,  a  divine  heart, 
and  an  honestfhme— And  the  last  has  ganefraeusa'." 

"  But  Jeanie,  consider  your  word  and  plighted  faith 
to  me;  and  would  ye  undertake  such  a  journey  with- 
out a  man  to  protect  you  7— and  who  should  that  pro- 
tector be  but  your  husband  7" 

"  You  are  kind  and  good,  Reuben,  and  wad  tak 
me  wi'  a'  m^  shame,  I  doubtna.  But  ye  canna  but 
own  that  this  is  no  time  to  marry  or  be  given  in  mar- 
riage. Na,  if  that  suld  ever  be,  it  maun  be  in  another 
and  a  better  season.— Ant!,  dear  Reuben,  ye  speak  of 
protecting  me  on  my  journey— Alas !  who  will  pro- 
tect and  take  care  of  you  7— your  viery  limbs  tremble 
with  standing  for  ten  minutes  on  the  noor ;  how  could 
you  undertake  a  journey  as  far  as  Lunnon  7" 

"  But  I  am  strong— I  am  well,"  continued  Butter, 
sinking  in  his  seat  totally  exhausted,  "  at  least  I  shall 
be  miite  well  to-morrow." 

"Ye  see,  and  ye  ken,  ye  maun  just  Idt  me  depart," 
said  J^ie,  after  a  pause;  and  then  taking  his  ex- 
tended hand,  and  jgazing  kindly  in  his  face,  she  add- 
ed, "  It's  e'en  a  gnef  the  mair  to  me  to  see  you  in  this 
way.  But  ye  maun  keep  up  your  heart  for  Jeanie's 
sake,  for  if  she  isna  your  wife,  she  will  never  be  tlie 
wife  of  living  man.  And  now  gie  me  the  paper  for 
MacCallummore,  and  bid  Ood  speed  me  on  my  way." 

There  was  something  of  romance  in  Jeanie's  ven- 
turous resolution }  yet,  on  consideration,  as  it  seemed 
impossible  to  aher  it  by  persuasion,  or  to  give  her 
assistance  but  by  advice,  Butler,  after  some  further 
debate,  put  into  her  hands  the  paner  she  desired, 
which,  with  the  mustei^roll  in  whicn  it  was  folded 
up,  were  the  sole  memorials  of  the  stout  and  enthusi- 
astic Bible  Butier,  his  grandfather.  While  Butler 
sought  this  document,  Jeanie  had  time  to  take  up  hia 
pocket  Bible.  "  I  have  marked  a  Scripture,"  she  said* 
as  she  m^n  laid  it  down,  **  with  your  kylevine  pen, 
that  wilTbe  useful  to  us  baith.  And  ye  maun  tak  the 
trouble,  Reuben,  to  write  a'  this  to  my  hither,  for,  Ood 
help  msb  I  havt  neithsrhead^nor  hand  for  Iang  letters 
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at  007  thnej,  forby  now }  and  I  trust  him  entinly  to 
'ou,  and  I  trust  you  will  soon  be  permitted  to  see 
jiin.  And,  Reuben,  when  ye  do  win  to  the  speech  o' 
him,  mmd'a*  the  auld  man's  bits  o'  ways,  for  Jeanie's 
sake ;  and  dinna  speak  o'  Latin  or  Ekiglish  terms  to 
him,  for  he's  o'  the  auld  warld,  and  downa  bide  to  be 
fashed  wi'  them,  though  I  daresay  he  may  be  wrang. 
And  dinna  ye  sky  muckle  to  hini|  but  set  him  on 
speaking  himselL  for  he'll  bring  himaell  mair  com- 
fort that  way.  And  O,  Reiiben,  the  poor  lassie  in 
yon  duogeon  1— but  I  needna  bid  your  kind  heart— gie 
ner  what  comfort  ye  can  as  soon  as  they  will  let  ye 
seehei^-tell  her— But  I  maunna  ifieak  mair  about 
her,  for  I  maunna  take  leave  o'  ye  wi'  the  tear  in  my 
eejfor  that  wadna  be  canny.— €kxl  bless  ye,  Reuben  1 

To  avoid  so  ill  an  omen  she  left  the  room  hastily^ 
while  her  features  yet  retained  the,moumful  and  af- 
fectionate smile  wnich  she  had  compelled  them  to 
wear,  in  order  to  support  Butler's  spirits. 

It  seemed  as  if  the  power  of  sight,  of  speech,  and 
of  reflection,  had  left  him  as  she  disappeared  from  the 
room,  which  she  had  entered  aftid  retired  frbm  so  like 
an  apparition.  Saddletree,  who  entered  immediately 
<«  afterwards,  overwhelmed  him  with  questions,  which 
he  answered  without  imderstanding  them,  and  with 
legal  disquisitions,  which  conveyed  to  him  no  iota  of 
meaning.  At  lerigth  the  learned  burgMs  recollected, 
that  there  wa«  a  Baron  Court  to  be  h^  at  Loanheaa 
that  day,  and  though  it  was  hardly  worth  while,  "he 
might  as  weel  g9  to  see  if  there  was  ony  thing  doing, 
as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  baron-bailie,  who  was 
a  decent  man,  and  would  be  glad  of  a  word  of  leg^ 
advice." 

*  So  soon  as  he  departed,  Butler  flew  to  the  Bible, 
the  last  book  which  Jeanie  had  touched.  To  his 
ex.treme  surprise,  a  paper,  containing  two  or  three 
pieces  of  gold,  dropped  from  the  Book.  With  a 
olack-lead  pencil,  she  nad  marked  the  sixteenth  and 
twenty-fifth  verses  of  the  thirty-  seventh  Psalm,— 
*'  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better  than 
the  riches  of  the  wicked."-^"  I  have  been  young  and 
am  now  old^  yet  have  I  not  seen  the  righteous  for- 
•aken,  nor  his  seed  begging  their  bread." 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  affeolionate  delicacy 
which  shrouded  its  own  generosity  under  the  cover 
of  a  providential  supply  to  his  wanta^  he  pressed  the 
gold  to  his  lips  with  more  ardour  than  ever  the  metal 
was  greeted  with  by  a  miser.  To  emulate  her  devout 
firmness  and  confidence  seemed  now  the  pitch  of  his 
ambition,  and  his  first  task  was  to  write  an  account 
to  David  Deans  of  his  daughter's  resolution  and 
journey  southward.  He,  studied  every  sentiment, 
and  even  every  phrase  which  he  thought  could  recon- 
cile the  old  man  to  her  extraordinary  resolution. 
The  effect  which  this  epistle  produced  will  be  here- 
after adverted  to.  Butler  committed  it  to  the  charge 
of  an  honest  clown,  who  had  frequent  dealings  with 
Deans  in  the  «ale  of  his  dairy-  produce,  and  who 
readily  undertook  a  journey  to  Edinburgh,  to  put  the 
letter  into  his  own  hands.* 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

"  J87  imUTe  land,  rood  night i"— Lord  Btkoh. 
In  the  present  day,  a  journey  fh>m  Edinburgh  to 
London  is  a  matter  at  once  safe,  brief;  and  simple, 
however  inexperienced  or  unprotected  the  traveller. 
Numerous  coaches  of  different  rates  of  charge,  and 
as  many  packets,  are  perpetually  passmg  and  repass- 
ing betwixt  the  capital  of  Britain  and  tier  northern 
■ister,  BO  that  the  most  timid  or  indolent  may  execute 
such  a  journey  upon  a  few  hours'  notice.  But  it  was 
different  in  1737.  So  slight  and  infrequent  was  then 
the  intercourse  betwixt  London  and  Edinburgh,  that 
men  still  alive  remember  that  upon  one  occasion  the 
mail  from  the  former  city  amved  at  the  General 
Post-Office  in  Scotland,  with  only  one  letter  in  itt 
The  usual  mode  of  travelling  was  by  means  of  post- 

*  Br  dint  of  MsidvoM  ntouch  I  am  enabled  to  eertiorate  the 
rMoer,  that  the  name  of  thie  penoo  was  Sanndera  Broadfoot, 
•nd  that  he  dealt  in  the  wholeeome  conuneditjr  called  kinuailk, 
iAMtike,  buttermilk.)— J.  c. 

*  The  fact  ii  certain.  Ttte  aintte  eplftle  was  addroMed  to  Uw 
nrincipal  diiector  of  the  Bhtiah  Umo 


horses,  the  travdier  occupying  one  and  ills  gu 
another,  in  which  manner,  by  relays  of  Horvefl  ft 
stage  to  stage,  the  journey  might  be  acoompliahe^ 
a  wonderfully  short  time  by  those  who  ccmtd  ecd 
fatigue.  To  b«ve  the  bones  shaken  to  pieces  b| 
constant  change  of  those  hacks  was  a  luxury  far 
rich— the  poor  were  under  the  necessity  of  using 
mode  of  conveyance  with  which  nature  had  p; 
vided  thenu 

With  a  strong  heart,  and  a  fVame  patient  of  fnti^ 
Jeanie  Deans,  travelling  at  the  rate  of  tmrenfy  mi 
a-day,  and  sometimes  further,  traversed  the  aouthe 
part  of  Scotland,  and  advanced  as  far  as  IXirharo] 

Hitherto  she  had  been  either  amonK  her  01 
country-folk,  or  those  to  whom  her  bare  leet  and  u 
tan  screen  were  objects  too  familiar  to  attract  mu 
attention.  But  as  she  advanced,  she  perceiTed  tfa 
both  circumstances  exposed  her  to  sarcras/n  ai 
taunts,  which  she  illight  otherwise  have  escaped 
and  although  in  her  heart  she  thought  it  unkind,  ai 
inhospitable,  to  sneer  at  a  passing  stranger  on  s 
count  of  the  fashion  of  her  attire,  vet  she  had  th 
good  sense  to  alter  those  parts  of  her  circzss  whic 
attracted  ilt-natmred  observation.  Her  checquere 
screen  was  deposited  carefully  in  her  bundle^  andsh 
conformed  to  the  national  extravagance  of  weorii^ 
shoes  and  stockings  for  the  whole  day.  She  con 
fessed  afterwards,  that,  "besides  the  wastrife,  it  wi 
lang  or  she  could  walk  sae  comfortably  with  t^ 
shoes  as  without  them :  but  there  was  often  a  b^ 
saft  heather  by  the  roaa-side,  and  that  helped  b^ 
weel  on."  The  want  of  the  screen,  which  wm 
drawn  over  the  heed  like  a  veil,  she  supplied  by  a 
hon-rracty  as  she  called  it;  a  large  straw  bonnet 
like  those  worn  by  the  English  maidens  when  labour- 
ing in  the  fiekis.  "  But  1  thou^t  unco  shame  0' 
mysell,"  she  said,  "the  first  time  I  put  on  a  married 
wontan's  hon-xraet^  and  me  a  single  maiden." 

With  these  changes  she  had  little,  ae  Bhe  BakL  to 
make  "  her  kenspe^kle  when  she  didna  speak,"  but 
her  accent  and  language  drew  down  on  her  so  manf 
jests  and  gibes,  couched  in  a  worse  pataU  by  fur 
than  her  own,  that  she  soon  found  it  ¥(B8  her  int^- 
est  to  talk  as  Uttle  and  as  seldom  as  possible.    Sbe 
answeredt  therefore,  civil  salutations  of  chance  pas- 
sengers with  a  civil  curtsy,  and  chose,  with  anxioaa 
circumspection;  such  places  of  repose  as  looked  tt 
once  most  deoent  ana  sequestered.    She  found  the 
common  people  of  England,  although  inferior  ':a 
courtesy  to  strangers,  such  as  was  then  practised  in  hei 
own  more  unfrequented  country,  ye^  upon  the  whole, 
fay  no  means  deficient  in  the  real  duties  of  hospitality 
She  readily  obtained  food,  and  shelter,  and  pTotectioa 
at  a  very  moderate  rate,  which  sometimes  (he  ge- 
nerosity of  mine  host  altogether  declined,  with  a 
blunt  apology,—"  Thee  hast  a  lang  way  afore  theQ 
lass :  and  I'se  ne'er  take  penny  out  o'  a  single  wo- 
man^s  purse ;  it's  the  best  friend  thou  can  have  on 
the  road." 

It  often  happened,  too,  that  mine  hostess  wu 
struck  with  "  the  tidy,  nice  Scotch  body,  and  pro- 
cured her  an  escort,  or  a  cast  in  a  wagon,  for  some 
part  of  the  way,  or  gave  her  useful  advice  and  recom- 
mendation respecting  her  resting  places. 

At  York  our  pilgnm  stopped  for  the  best  part  of  « 
day,— partly  to  recruit  her  strength,— partly  because 
she  had  the  good  luck  to  obtain  a  lodging  m  an  loo 
kept  by  a  countrywoman,— partly  to  mdite  two  let- 
ters to  her  father  and  Reuben  Butler ;  an  operation 
of  some  tittle  difficulty,  her  habits  being  by  no 
iheans  those  of  literary  composition.  That  to  net 
father  was  in  the  following  words : 

"DbabbstFatheb,  . 

"I  make  my  present  pilgrimage  more  heavy  antf 
burdensome,  through  the  sad  occasion  to  refiect  that 
it  is  without  your  knowledge,  which,  God  know^ 
was  far  contrary  to  my  heart ;  for  Scripture  wr^ 
that  *  the  vow  of  the  daughter  should  not  be  bioq- 
ing  without  the  consent  of  tlie  father,'  wherein  it 
may  be  I  have  been  guilty  to  tak  this  weanejourw 
without  your  consent.  Neverthdesa,  it  y/na  tforot 
in  upon  my  mind  that  I  should  be  an  instrumflw 
to  help  my  poor  sister  in  this  extremity  of  neeo^ 
•ity,  otherwise  I  wad  not,  fbr  wealth  or  for  vom^ 


i^.  iTi  or  for  the  hafl  koidt  of  DaHtfith  and  Luston. 

h-,;  m  done  the  Uko/o'  thii,  without  your  free  wiliand 

r^     \oml6dge.    Oi'dea^  father,  ae  ye  wad  deairo  a  bleae- 

S  00  my  journey,  and  upon  your  bousehould^epeak 

r  ^  void  or  write  a  line  of  oomrart  to  yon  poorpnsoner. 

j^    she  haa  sin ned,  ahe  haa  Borrowed  and  snflSared,  and 

,r  V  i  kien  better  than  me,  that  we  maun  forgie  others,  as 

rl :,  e  pray  to  be  forgien.    Dear  father,  forgive  my  lay- 

g  this  muctde,  loc  it  doth  not  become  a  voung  head 

t  ^,    inacruct  gray  haira ;  but  I  am  aae  far  trae  ye,  that 

rJ:  If  heart  yearns  to  ye  a',  and  £un  wad  I  hear  that  ye 

./.,  id  forgien  her  treepaes,  and  aae  I  nae  doubt  aay 

^^  tir  than  mav  become  me.    The  folk  here  are  civil, 

:.  id,  tike  the  barbarians  unto  the  holy  apostle,  hae 

'J^_  town  me  nnich  kmdneae ;  and  there  are  a  sort  of 

lofleo  people  in  the  land,  for  they  hae  some  kirks 

ritboat  organs  that  are  like  oura,  and  are  called 

leeting-houaes,  where  the  miniater  preachea'without 

gowD.    But  moat  of  the  countiy  are  prelatiats, 

blk  is  awfu'  to  diink;  and  I  aaw  twa  men  that 

!re  ministers  following  hunds,  as  bauld  as  Roalin 

Driden,  the  young  Laiird  of  Loup-the-dike,  or  ony 

riid  gslUnt  in  Lothian.    A  sorrowfu'  eight  to  be- 

dU  !   O,  dear  father,  may  a  blessing  be  with  your 

bwn-lyii^;  and  up-rising,  and  remember  in  your 

^yen  your  affectionate  daughter  to  command, 

**  Jban  DIiawi." 
Apostscnpt  bore, "  I  learned  from  a  decent  woman, 
^grazier's  widow,  that  they  hae  a  cure  for  the  muir- 
m  Cumberland,  whilk  is  anepint,  as  theyca't,  of 
i  wl,  whUk  is  a  dribble  in  ^ompariaon  of  our  ^wsie 
*  Scots  pint,  and  hardly  a  mutchkin,  boil'd  wi'  sope 
■nd  hartshorn  draps,  and  loomed  down  the  crea> 
,  I  Jane's  throat  wi'  ane  whom.  Ye  might  try  it  on  the 
bauson-faced  year-auld  quey }  and  it  does  nae  gude, 
JX  c»n  do  nae  ill.—She  was  a  kind  woman,  and 
«enied  skeely  about  homed  beasts.  When  I  reach 
Lunnon,  I  intend  to  gang  to  our  couain  Mra.  Glass, 
tae tobacconist,  at  the  sign  o'  the  Thistle,  wha  is  so 
«8vil  as  to  send  you  down  your  spleuchan-fo'  anes 
i-year ;  and  as  ahe  must  be  weel  kend  in  Limnon,  I 
w>ubt  not  easily  to  find  out  where  she  lives." 

B«ing  seduced  into  betraying  our  heroine's  cdn- 
.  feknce  thus  ftir,  we  will  stretch  our  communication 
J  8  step  beyond,  and  impart  to  the  reader  her  letter  to 
W  lover. 


^^  Mr.  Reuben  6im.EB, 
Hoping  this  will  find  you  better,  this  comes  to 
«y,  that  I  have  reached  this  great  town  sa/e,  and  am 
fot  wearied  with  walking,  but  the  better  for  it.  And 
I  have  seen  many  things  which  I  trust  to  tell  you 
one  dav,  also  the  muckle  kirk  of  this  place ;  and  all 
wound  the  city  are  mills,  whilk  havena  muckle- 
*»ed8  nor  mill-dams,  but  gang  by  the  wind— strange 
ID  behold.  Ane  miller  asked  me  to  gang  in  and  see 
^  work,  but  I  wad  not,  for  I  am  not  come  to  the  south 
Jpn^ae  acquaintance  with  strangers.  I  keep  the 
*n»«ht  road,  and  just  beck  if  ony  body  speaks  to  me 
eerily,  and  answers  naebody  with  the  tong  but 
^omen  of  mine  ain  sect.  I  wish,  Mr.  Butler,  fkend 
<'oy  thing  that  wad  raak  ye  weel,  for  they  hae  mair 
jcdictnes  in  this  town  of  York  than  wad  cure  a' 
'^^tiand,  and  surely  some  of  them  Wad  be  gude  for 
your  complaints.  If  ye  bad  a  kindly  motherly  body 
i  """?T?»  *"**  ^^  ^^  *®'  y®  ^""^  yoursell  wi'  read- 
'•RT"Whilk  ye  read  mair  than  eneugh  with  the  bairns 
I"  tne  schule—and  to  gie  ye  warm  milk  in  the  mom- 
">8i  I  wad  be  mair  easy  for  ye.  Dear  Mr.  Butler, 
W>  a  good  heart,  for  we  are  m  the  hands  of  Ane 
«!?  •  '  better  what  i»  gude  for  us  than  we  ken 
*[*J*^?  for  oursells.  I  hae  nae  doubt  to  do  that 
I?  u  .  '  "n^  come— I  eannh  doubt  it— I  winna 
«»nii  to  doubt  it— because,  if  I  haena  foil  aasuranqe, 
jj^''  Mall  I  bear  myself  w^h  earnest  entreaties  in 
"*P«at  folk's  presence?  But  to  ken  that  ane's 
g^te  IS  right,  and  to  make  then-  heart  strong,  is 
^.ly  ^  *^  through  the  warst  day's  darg.  The 
rirJJr  ""!®.  ■«y"i  **"  ^""^  hlast  of  the  borrowing 
«>n*  couldna  kiU  the  three  aiUy  poor  hog-lambs. 

nj^^iM  l»st  days  of  March,  old  style,  ara  oalled  the  Bor. 
it  k  £ii!^  i  """  ••  **i«f  ■'o  remarked  to  be  unuiually  tiormy, 
iBftd^f***  that  March  had  borrowed  them  from  April,  to  «•»• 
«  nJy.'P'^ro  of  his  rooftter  twajr.  The  rhjrmo  on  Uie  nibject 
"**(*«  u  Utdan'g  dUtUHi  of  Uia  ComplajTBt  ^  SooUantL 
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And  if  it  be  God's  plsasure,  ws  that  are  atndered  in 
sorrow  may  meet  again  in  Joy,  even  on  this  hither 
side  of  Jordan.  I  dmna  bia  ve  mind  what  I  said  aX 
our  partin'  anent  my  poor  father  and  that  misfortu- 
nate  lassie,  for  I  ken  you  will  do  sae  for  the  sake  of 
Christian  charity,  whdk  is  mair  than  the  entreatiea 
of  her  that  is  your  servant  to  command, 

"JsAMiaDSANS." 

This  letter  also  had  a  postscript.  "  Dear  Reuben, 
Itxe  think  that  it  wad  hae  been  righjt  for  me  to  have 
said  mair  and  kinder  things  to  ye,  just  think  that  I 
hae  written  sae,  since  I  am  sure  that  I  wish  a'  that 
is  kind  and  right  to  ye  and  by  ye.  Ye  will  think  I  am 
timied  waster,  for  I  wear  clean  hose  and  shoon  every 
d^ ;  but  it's  the  fashion  here  for  decent  bodies,  and 
ilka  land  has  ite  ain  land-law.  Ower  and  aboon  a', 
if  laughing  days  were  e'er  to  come  back  again  till  ua, 
ye  wful  laugh  weel  to  see  my  round  face  at  the  £m 
end  of  a  strae  brni-frace^  that  looks  as  muckle  and 
round  as  the  midaeir  aisle  in  Libberton  Kirk.  But  it 
sheds  the  sun  weel  a$  and  keeps  unceevil  folk  frae 
staring  as  if  ane  werei^  worrycow.  I  sail  tell  ye  by 
writ  how  I  come  on  wi'  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  when  I 
won  up  to  Lunnon.  Direct  a  line,  to  say  bow  ye  are, 
to  me,  to  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Glass,  tobac- 
conist, at  the  si^u  of  the  Thistle,  Lunnon,  whilk,  if 
it  assures  me  oi  your  health,  will  make  my  mind  sae 
mnckle  easier.  Excuse  bad;  spelling  and  writing,  as 
I  have  ane  ill  |ien." 

The  orthography  of  these  epistles  may  seem  to  the 
southron  to  require  a  better  apology  than  the  letter 
expresses,  though  a  bad  pen  was  the  excuse  of  a  cer- 
tain Galwefian  laird  for  oad  spelling ;  but,  on  behalf 
of  the  heroine,  I  would  have  them  to  know,  that, 
thanks  to  the  care  of  Butler,  Jeanie  Deans  wrote  and 
spelled  fifty  times  belter  than  half  the  women  of  rank 
in  Scotland  at  that  period,  whose  strange  orthogra- 
phy and  singular  diction  form  the  strongest  contrast 
to  the  good  sense  which  their  correspondence  usually 
intimates. 

For  the  rest,  in  the  tgnor'of  these  epistle^,  Jeanie 
expressed,  perhaps,  more  hopes,  a  firmer  courage,  and 
better  spirits,  than  ahe  actually  felt.  But  this  was 
with  the  amiable  idea  of  relieving  her  father  and  lover 
fi^m  apprehensions  on  her  accoimt,  which  she  was 
sensible  roust  greatly  add  to  their  other  troubles.  "  If 
they  think  roe  weeL  ana  'ike  to  do  weel,"  said  the 
poor  pilgrim  to  herself,  "  mjr  father  will  be  kinder  to 
Effie,  and  Butler  will  be  kinder  to  himself.  For  I 
ken  weel  thaCthey  will  think  mair  o'  me  than  I  doo' 
mysell." 

Accordingly,  she  sealed  her  letters  carefully,  and  put 
them  into  the  post-office  with  her  own  band,  after 
many  inquiries  concerning  the  lime  in  which  they 
were  likely  to  reach  Edinburgh  When  this  duty 
was  performed,  she  readily  accepted  her  landlady's 
pressing  invitation  to  dine  with  her,  and  remain  till 
the  next  morning.  The  hostess,  as  we  have  said,  was 
her  oountrywomim,  and  the  esj^rnass  with  which 
Scottish  people  meet,  communicate,  and,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  power,  assist  each  other,  although  it  is 
often  objected  to  us  as  a  prejudice  and  narrowness  of 
sentiment,  seems,  on  the  contrary^  to  arise  from  a 
most  justifiable  and  honourable  feeling  of  patriotism, 
combined  with  a  conviction,  which,  if  undeserved, 
would  long  siilce  have  been  oonfoted  by  experience, 
that  the  habita  and  principles  of  the  nation  are  a  sort 
of  guarantee  for  the  character  of  the  individual.  At 
any  rate,  if  the  extensive  influence  of  this  national 
partiality  be  considered  as  an  additional  tie,  binding 
man  to  man,  and  calling  forth  the  good  offices  of 
such  as  can  render  them  to  the  countryman  who 
happens  to  need  them,  we  think  it  roust  be  found  to 
exceed,  as  an  active  and  efficient  motive  to  generosity, 
that  more  impartial  and  wider  principle  of  general  be- 
nevolence, which  we  have  sometimes  seen  pleaded  as 
an  excuse  for  aasisting  no  individual  whatever. 

Mrs.  Bickerton,  lady  of  the  ascendant  of  the  Seve« 
Stars,  in  the  Castle-gate^  York,  was  deeply  injected 
with  the  imfortunate  prqudices  of  her  country.  In- 
Heedf  she  displayed  so  much ,  kindness  to  Jeama. 
Deanr,  (because  she  herself,  being  a  Merse  woman 
matcfud  with  Mid-Lothian,  in  which  Jeanie  was 
bom,)  showed  mioh  motherly  regard  to  her,  and  audi 
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Mixifetjr  for  her  ftirdierprogreWt  that  Jeanie  thought 
herself  safe,  though  by  temper  sufficiently  cautMus, 
in  communicating  her  whole  story  to  her. 

Mrs.  Bickerton  raised  her  hands  and  eyes  at  the  re> 
cital,  Qjid  exhrbited  much  wonder  and  pity.  But  she 
also  gave  some  effectual  good  advice. 

She  required  to  know  the  strength  of  Jeanle's  purse, 
reduced  by  her  deposit  at  Libberton,  and  the  neces- 
sarv  expense  of  her  joumer,  to  about  fifteen  pounds. 
"This,"  she  said,  "would  <fo  very  well,  providing  ahe 
could  carry  it  a'  safe  to  London. 

"  Safe?"  answered  Jeanie:  "I'se  warrant  my  car^ 
rying  it  safe,  bating  the  needfful  expenses." 

"Ay,  but  highwaymen,  lassie,"  said  Mrs.  Bicker- 
ton;  for  ye  are  come  into  a  more  civilized,  that  Is 
to  say,  a  more  roguish  country  than  the  north,  and 
how  3^  arc  to  ^t  forward,  I  do  not  profess  to  know. 
If  ye  could  wait  here  eight  days,  our  wagons  would 
go  up,  and  I  would  recommend  you  fo  Joe  Broad- 
wheel,  who  would  see  you  safe  to  the  Swan  and  two 
Necks.  'And  dinna  sneeze  at  Joe,  if  he  should  be  for 
drawing  up  wi*  you,"  (continual  Mrs.  Bickerton,  her 
acquired  English  mingling  with  her  national  or  ori- 
ginal dialect,)  "  he's  a  nandy  boy,  and  a  wanter,  and 
no  lad  better  thought  o'  on  tlie  road ;  and  the  English 
make  good  husbands  enough,  witness  my  poor  man, 
Moses  Bickerton,  as  is  i'  the  kirkyard." 

Jeanie  hastened  to  say,  that  she  could  not  possibly 
wait  for  the  setting  forth  of  Joe  Broadwheel;  being 
internally  by  no  nxeans  gratified  with  the  idea  of  be- 
coming the  object  of  his  attention  during  the  journey. 

"  Aweel,  lass."  answered  the  good  landlady,  "  then 
thou  must  pickle  in  thine  ain  poke- nook,  and  buckle 
thy  girdle  tnine  ain  gate.  But  take  my  advice,  and 
hide  thy  gold  in  thy  stays,  and  keep  a  piece  or  two 
and  some  silver,  in  case  thou  be'st  spoke  withal :  for 
there's  as  wud  fads  haunt  within  a  day's  walk  from 
hence,  as  on  the  Braes  of  Donn  in  Perthshire.  And, 
lass,  thou  maunna  gang  staring  througli  Lunnon, 
asking  wha  kens  Mrs.  Glass  at  the  sign  o  the  Thistle; 
marry,  they  would  laugh  thee  to  scorn.  But  gang 
thou  to  this  honest  man,"  and  she  put  a  direction 
into  Jeanie's  hand,  "he  kens  maist  part  of  the  spon- 
sible Scottish  folk  in  the  city,  and  he  will  find  out 
your  friend  for  thee." 

Jeanie.  took  the  little  introductory  letter  with  sin- 
cere thanks ;  but,  something  alarmed  on  the  subject 
of  the  highway  robbers,  her  mind  recurred  to  what 
Ratciiffe  had  mentioned  to  her,  and  briefly  relating 
the  circumstances  which  placed  a  document  so  extra- 
ordinary in  her  hands,  she  put  the  paper  he  had  given 
her  into  the  hayd  of  Mrs.  Bickerton. 

The  Lady  of  the  Seven  Stars  did  not,  indeed,  ring 
a  bell,  because  such  was  not  the  fashion  of  the  time« 
but  she  whistled  on  a  silver-call,  which  was  hung  by 
her  side,  and  a  tight  serving-maiden  entered  the  room. 

"Tell  Dick  Ostler  to  come  here,"  said  Mrs.  Bick- 
erton. 

Dick  Ostler  accordingly  made  his  ap>pearance;  —a 
queer,  knowing,  shambling  animal,  with  a  hatchet- 
face,  a  squint,  a  same-arm,  and  a  limp. 

"  Dick  Ostler,"  said  Mrs.  Bickerton,  in  a  tone  of 
antnority  that  showed  she  was  (at  least  by  adoption) 
Yorkshire  too,  "  thou  knowest  most  people  and  most 
things  o'  the  road." 

"Eye,, eye,  God  help  me,  mistress,"  said  Dick, 
shrugging  his  shoulders  betwixt  a  repentant  and  a 
knowing  expression— "Eye!  I  ha*  know'd  a  thins 
or  twa  r  ma  day,  mistress."  He  looked  sharp  ana 
laughed— looked  grave  and  sighed,  as  one  who  was 
prepared  to  take  the  matter  either  way. 

'  Kenst  thou  this  wee  bit  paper  amang  the  rest, 
manl"  said  Mrs.  Bickerton,  handing  him  the  protec- 
tion which  Ratciiffe  had  given  Jeanie  Deans. 

When  Didt  looked  at  the  paper,  he  winked  with 
one  eye»  extended  his  grotesque  mouth  from  ear  to  ear, 
hke  a  navigable  canal,  scratched  his  head  powerfully 
gnd^  then  said,  "  Ken  1— ayT-maybe  we  ken  summat, 
an  it  werena  for  harm  !o  nira,  mistress." 

"None  in  the  world,"  said  Mrs.  Bickerton ;  "only 
•  ihram  of  Hollands  to  thyself^  man,  and  thou  wil't 
upeak." 

"Why,  then,"  satr  Dick,  giving  the  head-band  of 
Ptf  breaches  a  knowing  hoMt  with  one  band)  and 


kicking  ont  one  foot  bdimd  hioi  to  acoommodatetli^ 
adjustment  of  that  important  habiliment, "  I  dares  to 
say  the  pass  will  be  kend  weel  encugh  on  the  road, 
an  that  be  all." 

"  But  what  sort  of  a  lad  was  he  V*  said  Mrs.  Bidur- 
ton,  winking  to  Jeania  as  prood  of  her  knowing  ostler. 

"  Why,  what  ken  I  ?— Jim  the  Rat— why  be  was 
Cock  o'^the  North  within  this  twelvemonth— he  and 
Scotch  Wilson,  Handie  Dandie,  as  they  called  him>* 
but  he's  been  out  o'  this  country  a  whila  as  I  rackon  * 
but  ony  aentleman,  as  keeps  the  road  o'  this  side 
Stamford^  will  respect  Jim's  pass." 

Without  asking  further  questions,  the  landlady  fill- 
ed Dick  Ostler  a  bumper  of  HoUands.  He  ducked 
with  his  head  and  shoulders,  scraped  with  his  more 
advanced  hoof,  bolted  the  alcohol,  to  use  the  learned 
phrase,  and  withdrew  to  his  own  domains. 

"  I  wooid  advise  thee,  JeSkne,"  said  Mrs.  Bi'^kertoA 
"  an  thou  meeteat  with  ugly  customers  o'  the  road, 
to  show  them  this  bit  paper,  for  it  will  serve  thoe,  as- 
sure thyself." 

A  neat  little  supper  concluded  the  evening.  The 
exported  Scotswoman,  Mrs.  Bickerton  by  name,  e«t 
heartily  of  one  or  two  seasoned  dishes,  drank  some 
sound  old  ale,  and  a  glass  of  stifli'neKUs;  while  ahe 
gave  Jeanie  a  history  of  her  gout,  admiring  how  it 
was  possible  that  she.  whose  lathers  and  mothers  for 
many  generations  had  been  farmers  in  Lammermuir, 
could  have  come  by  a  disorder  so  totally  unknown  to 
them.  Jeanie  did  not  choose  to  offma  her  firienydly 
landlady,  by  speaking  her  mind  on  the  probable  on- 
gin  of  this  complaint;  but  she  thought  on  the  fleeh 
pots  of  Egypt,  and,  in  spite  of  all  entreaties  to  bettet 
fare,  made  her  evening  meal  upon  vegetables,  with  a 
glass  of  fair  water. 

Mrs.  Bickerton  assured  her,  that  the  acceptance  of 
any  reckoning  was  entirely  out  of  the  question,  fur- 
nished her  wiih  credentials  to  her  correM>ondent  in 
London,  and  to  apveral  inns  upon  the  road  where  she 
had  some  influence  or  interest,  reminded  her  of  the 
precautions  she  should  adopt  for  concealing  her  mo- 
ney, and  as  she  was  to  depart  early  in  the  morning, 
took  leave  of  her  very  afiectionately,  taking  her  word 
that  she  would  visit  her  on  her  return  to  Scotland, 
'and  tell  her  how  she  had  managed,  and  that  aummuir. 
bonum  for  a  gossip,  "all  how  and  about  iu"  This 
Jeanie  faithfully  promised. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

And  Neod  and  Mnery,  Vice  and  Danfor,  bind. 
In  sad  alliance,  eadi  defreded  mind. 

As  our  traveller  set  out  eariy  on  the  ensuing  mom  • 
ing  to  prosecute  her  journey,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
leaving  the  inn-yard,  iDick  Ostler,  who  either  had 
risen  early  or  neglected  to  go  to  bed,  either  circum- 
stance being  equally  incident  to  his  calling,  hollaed 
out  after  her,—"  The  top  of  the  morning  to  you,  Mof<- 
me!  Have  a  care  o'  Gunnerby  Hill,  young  oneu 
Robin  Hood's  dead  and  gwone,  but  there  be  takers 
yet  in  the  vale  of  Bever."  Jeanie  looked  at  him  as  if 
to  request  a  forther  expiration,  buu  with  a  leer,  a 
shuffle,  and  a  shrug,  inimitable,  (unless  by  Emery,) 
Dick  turned  again  to  the  raw-boned  steed  which  he 
was  currying,  and  sung  as  he  employed  the  comb  and 
brush,— 


••  Robin  Hood „ 

And  liifl  bow  wa<  of  tnntjr  rew : 


a  reoman  food, 

of  tnntjr  yew ; 

And  if  Robin  Mid  f  tand  oo  ttia  Rinff*s  lea-land. 


Prajr,  whjr  ihui^d  not  we  «ijr  ao  too  ?" 

Jeanie  pursued  her^umey  without  further  inoniry 
for  there  was  nothing  in  Dick's  manner  that  inclincx! 
her  to  prolong  thfeir  cwiferentoe.  A  painful  days 
-journey  brought  her  to  Ferrybridge,  the  best  inn,  then 
and  since,  upon  the  great  northern,  road ;  and  an  in- 
troduction from  Mrs.  Bickerton,  added  to  her  own 
simple  and  quiet  manners,  so  propitiated  the  landlady 
of  the  Swan  in  her  favour,  that  the  good  dame  pro- 
cured her  the  convenient  accommodation  of  a  pillion 
and  post-horse  then  returning  to  Tnzford,  so  that  she 
accomplished,  upon  the  second  day  after  leaving 
York,  the  longest  journey  she  had  yet  made.  She 
was  a  good  deal  iisLtigued  hy  a  mode  of  ttavelUnic  to 
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whkl  the  was  \om  fteeoetomed  than  to  walking,  and 
it  WIS  oonaiderablv  later  thaa  iiaual  on  the  ensuing 
maroing  that  she  feit  herself  able  to  resume  her  pil- 

SDiige.  At  noon  the  hundred-armed  Trent,  and 
\  Uvckened  rains  of  Newark  Caatle,  demuUshed  m 
^  great  civil  war,  lay  before  her.  It  may  easily  be 
■Viwsed,  that  Jeanie  had  no  curiosity  to  make  anti- 
qaarian  naearehes,  but^  entering  the  town,  went 
itnigbt  to  the  inn  to  which  she  had  been  directed  at 
Fenybndge.  While  she  procured  some  refreshment, 
Ae  obtenred  die  girl  who  brought  it  to  her,  looked  at 
kcr  several  times  with  fixed  and  peculiar  interest,  and 
It  last,  to  her  infinite  surprise,  inquired  if  her  name 
wu  not  Deans,  and  if  she  was  not  a  Scotchwoman 
fomg  to  London  upon  justice  business.  Jeanie,  with 
all  ok  simplicity  of  character,  had  some  of  the  cau- 
tioa  of  her  country,  and,  according  to  Scottish  uni- 
Tenal  custom,  she  answered  the  question  by  another, 
requesting  the  girl  would  tell  her  why  she  asked  these 
qaeftionsl 

The  Maritomes  of  the  Saracen's  head,  Newark, 
replied,  **Two  women  had  passed  that  morning, 
vQo  had  made  inquiries  after  one  Jeanie  Deans,  tra- 
Tdhng  to  London  on  such  an  errand,  and  could 
aearoe  be  persuaded  that  she  had  not  passed  on." 
.  Hocfa  surprised,  and  somewhat  alarmed,  (for  what 
ii  inexplicable  is  usually  alarming,)  Jeanie  questioned 
the  wench  about  the  particular  appearance  of  these 
two  women,  but  could  only  learn  that  the  one  was 
wi  and  the  other  voung ;  that  the  latter  was  the 
taSer,  and  that  the  former  spoke  most,  and  seemed 
to  naintain  an  authority  over  her  compamon,  and 
tlitt  both  spoke  with  the  Scottish  accent. 
Thia  conveyed  no  information  whatever,  and  with 
an  indescribaole  presentiment  of  evil  designed  to- 
mda  her,  Jeanie  adopted  the  resolution  of  taking 
Ijit-horses  for  the  next  stage.  In, this,  however, 
■e  amid  not  be  gratified ;  some  accidental  circum- 
lUnoes  had  occasioned  what  is  called  a  ran  upon  the 
f^  and,  the  landlord  could  not  accommodate  her 
»iih  a  guide  and  horses.  After  waiting  some  time, 
^^opes  that  a  pair  of  horses  that  haa  gone  south- 
»wti  would  return  in  time  for  her  use,  she  at  length, 
imng  ashamed  of  her  own  pusillanimity,  resolved 
to  wQsecate  her  journey  in  her  usual  vmanner. 

It  was  all  plain  road,"  she  was  assured,  "exc^t 
•  am  mountain,  called  Gunnerby  Hill,  about  three 
inue«  from  Grantham,  which  was  her  stage  for  the 
night" 

.  Vm  glad  to  hear  there's  a  hill,"  said  Jeanie,  "for 
Mtth  my  sight  and  my  very  feet  are  weary  o'  sic  tracts 
%^^  ground — it  looks  r  ftie  way  between  this  and 
»«K  a»  if  a'  the  land  had  been  trenched  and  levelled, 
*nuk  18  very  wearisome  to  my  Scotch  een.  When  I 
w^  n^ht  of  a  muckle  blue  nill  they  ca*  Ingleboro'. 
1  lAougiit  I  hadna  a  friend  left  in  this  strange  land.'' 
.  As  for  the  matter  of  that,  youn^  woman,"  said 
JJJne  host.  "  an  you  be  so  fond  o'  hill.  I  carena  an 
jnoa  couldst  carry  Gunnerby  away  with  thee  in  thy 
J>.  .for  It's  a  minrder  to  post-horses.  But  here's  to 
JJF  journey,  and  mayst  thou  win  well  through  it,  for 
wwi  M  a  bold  and  a  canny  lass." 
^5^"?*  he  took  a  powerful  pull  at  a  solemn 
'™«*ra  of  home-brewed  ale. 
«  J,*^  *here  is  nae  bad  company  on  the  road, 
■V  «"d  Jeanie. 

«Why,  when  it's  clean  without  them  I'll  thatch 
JJJJpy  pooi  wi'  pancakes.  But  there  arena  sae  mony 
JJJv *""  8'"ce  they  hae  lost  Jim  the  Rat,  they  hold 
S^il!'^  no  better  than  the  men  of  Marsham  when 
{JOT lost  iheir  common.  Take  a  drop  ere  thou  goest," 
« concluded,  offering  her  the  tankard;  "thou  wilt 
w^naething  at  night  save  Grantham  gruel,  nine 
P2llH«  gallon  of  water." 
f^we  courteously  declined  the  tankard,  and  in- 
'"^Jjwhat  was  her  "  lawing  1" 

, Jjylawing?    Heaven  help  thee»  wiench!  what 
«««thoa  thatr 
jj^ijv^l  was  wanting  to  ken  what  was  to  pay," 

L  ^1  Lord  help  thee !— why  nought,  woman— we 

2  vjfwl  can  spans  a  mouthful  o'  meat  to  a  stran- 
"*  w  0*  thesi  that  cannot  spetk  Cfaritlian  lan- 


guage. So  here's  to  thee  ones  mote.  The  same 
agam,  quoth  Mark  of  Bellgrave."  and  he  took  ano- 
ther profound  pull  at  the  tankard. 

The  travellers  who  have  visited  Newark  more  late- 
ly, will  not  fail  to  remember  the  remarkably  civil  and 
gentlemanly  manners  of  the  person  who  now  keeps- 
the  principal  inn  there,  and  may  find  some  amuse- 
ment in  contrasting  them  with  those  o^  his  more 
rough  predecessor.  But  we  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  the  polish  has  worn  off  none  of  the  real  worth  of 
the  metal. 

Taking  leave  of  her  Lincolnshire  Gaius,  Jeanie  re- 
sumed her  solitary  wali<,  and  was  somewhat  alarmed 
when  evening  and  twilight  overtook  her  in  the  open 
grourid  which  extends  to  the  foot  of  Gunnerby  Hill, 
and  is  intersected  with  patches  of  copse  and  with 
swampy  spots.  Theextensive  commons  on  the  north 
road,  most  of  which  are  now  enclosed,  pnd  in  general 
a  relaxed  state  of  police,  exposed  the  traveller  to  a 
highway  robbery  in  a  degree  which  is  now  unknown, 
excepting  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  metropolis. 
Aware  ot  this  circumstance,  Jeanie  mended  her  poce 
when  she  heard  the  trampling  of  a  horse  behind,  and 
instinctively  drew  to  one  side  of  the  road,  as  if  to  al- 
low as  much  room  for  the  rider  to  pass  as  might  be 
possible.  When  the  animal  came  up.  she  found  that 
It  was  bearing  two  women,  the  one  placed  on  a  side- 
saddle, the  other  on  a  pillion  behind  her,  as  may  still 
occasionally  be  seen  in  England, 

"  A  braw  gude  night  to  ve,  Jeanie  Deans,"  siid  the 
foremost  female,  as  the  horse  passed  our  heroine ; 
"What  think  ye  o'  yon  bonny  hill  yonder,  lifting  its 
brow  to  the  moon  1  Trow  ye  yon's  the  gate  to  hea- 
ven, that  ye  are  sae  fain  of '?~raaybe  we  may  win 
there  the  night  yet,  God  sain  us,  tliough  our  minny 
here's  rather  dreigh  in  the  upgang." 

The  weaker  kept  changing  her  seat  in  the  saddloi 
and  hall-stopping  the  horse,  as  she  brought  her  body 
round,  while  the  woman  that  sate  behind  her  on  the 

Eillion  seemed  to  urge  her  on,  in  words  which  Jeanie 
eard  but  imperfectly. 

"  Hand  ybur  tongue,  ye  moon-raised  b !  what 

is  your  business  with ^  or  with  heaven  or  hell 

either  1" 

"Troth,  mither  no  muckle  wi'  heaven,  I  doubt, 
considering  wha  I  carry  ahint  meT-and  as  for  hell,  it 
will  fight  its  ain  battle  at  its  ain  time,  I'se  be  bound. 
—Come,  na^e,  trot  awa,  man,  an  as  thou  wert  a 
broomstid^  for  a  witch  ridies  thee—  i 

'  With  my  curtcli  on  my  foot,  and  mjr  shoe  on  my  hand, 
I  fiance  like  Uie  wildfire  through  bruffh  and  through  land.' " 

The  tramp  of  the  horse,  and  the  increasing  distance, 
drowned  the  rest  of  her  song,  but  Jeanie  heard  for 
some  time  the  inarticulate  sounds  ring  along  the 
waste. 

Our  pilgrim  remained  stupifiod  with  undefined  ap- 
prehensions. The  being  named  by  her  name  in  so 
wild  a  manner,  and  in  a  strange  country,  without 
further  explanation  or  communing,  by  a  person  who 
thus  strangely  flitted  forward  and  disappeared  be- 
fore her,  came  near  to  the  Bupematurai  sounds  in 
Comofl  :— 

"  The  airy  tongaei,  which  fyllable  men's  names 
On  sands,  and  shores,  and  deMrt  wildernesses." 

And  (Jthough  widely  different  in  features,  deport- 
ment, and  rank,  from  the  Lady  of  that  enchanting 
masque,  the  continuation  of  the  passage  may  be 
happily  applied  to  Jeanie  Deans  upon  this  singulai 
alarm:— 

**  These  thonghts  may  startle  well,  bat  not  astound 
The  virmous  mind,  that  ever  walks  attended 
By  a  strong  siding  champion— Conscience." 

In  fact,  it  was.  with  the  recollection  of  the  affeo 
tionate  and  dutiftil  errand  on  which  she  was  en^ea 
her  right,  if  such  a  word  could  be  applicable,  to  expect 
protection  in  a  task  so  meritorious.  She  had  not 
advanced  mnch  further,  with  a  mind  calmed  by  these 
reflections,  when  she  was  distyrbed  by  a  new  and 
more  instant  subject  of  terror.  Two  men,  who  had 
been  lurking  among  some  copse,  started  up  as  she 
advanced,  and  met  ner  on  the  road  in  a  menacina 
manner.  "  Stand  add  deliver,"  said  one  of  them,  a 
short  stout  fellow,  in  m  smock-froGk.  such  at  an 
wom  by  wtgoners4 
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"Tlie  woman,"  said  the  other,  a  tall  thin  figure, 
"doea  not  understand  the  words  of  action.— Your 
money,  my  precious,  or  your  life  !'* 

"I  nave  but  very  little  money,  gentlemen."  said 
0oor  Jeanie,  tendering  that  portion  which  she  had 
separated  from  her  principal  stock,  and  k^t  apart 
for  such  an  emergency ;  "hut  if  you  are  resolved  to 
have  it,  to  be  sure  you  must  have  it." 

"This  wonH  do,  my  girl.  D— n  me.  if  it  shall 
pass !"  said  the  shorter  ruffian }  "  do  ye  think  gentle- 
men are  to  hazard  their  lives  on  the  road  to  be  cheat- 
ed in  this  way  7  We'll  have  every  farthing  yon  have 
got,  or  we  will  strip  you  to  the  skin,  curse  me." 

His  companion,  who  seemed  to  have  something 
like  compassion  for  the  horror  which  Jeanie's  coun- 
tenance how  expressed,  said,  "No,  no,  Tom,  this  is- 
one  of  the  precious  sisters,  and  we'll  take  her  word, 
for  once,  without  putting  her  to  the  stripping  proof. 
Hark  >;e,  my  lass,  if  you'll  look  up  to  heaven,  and 
say,  this  is  the  last  pennv  you  have  about  ye,  why, 
hang  it,  we'll  let  you  pass." 

"  1  am  not  free,"  answered  Jeanie,  "  to  say  what 
I  have  about  me,  gentlemen,  for  there's  life  and  death 
depends  on  my  journey  j  but  if  you  leave  me  as  much 
as  finds  me  in  bread  and  water,  I'll  be  satisfied,  and 
tliank  you,  and  pray  for  you." 

"  D n  your  prayers  I"  said  the  shorter  fellow, 

"  that's  a  coin  that  wont  pass  with  us;"  and  at  the 
same  time  made  a  motion  to  seize  her. 

"  Stay,  gentlemen,  Ratcliffe's  pass  suddenlv  oc- 
currini;  to  hery«  "perhaps  you  know  this  paper." 

"What  the  devil  is  she  after  now,  Frank?"  sKid 
the  more  savage  ruffian— "Do  you  look  at  it,  for, 
d- — n  me  if  I  could  read  it,  if  it  were  for  the  benefit 
of  mv  clergy.-" 

"  This  is  a  iark  from  Jim  RatclifTe^'  said  the  taller, 
naving  looked  at  the  bit  of  paper.  "  The  wench  must 
pass  by  our  cutter's  law." 

"I  say  no,"  answered  his  companion;  "Rat  has 
left  the  lay,  and  turned  bloodhound,  they  say." 

"We  may  need  a  good  turn  from  him  all  the 
same^"  said  the  taller  ruffian  again. 

"  But  what  are  we  to  do  then  ?"  said  the  shorter 
man,—"  We  promised,  you  know,  to  strip  the  wench, 
and  send  her  begging  back  to  her  own  beggarly 
country,  and  now  you  are  for  letting  her  go  on.''^ 

"  I  aid  not  say  that,"  said  the  other  lellow,  and 
whispered  to  his  companion,  who  replied,  "  Be. alive 
about  it  then,  and  don't  keep  chattering  till  some 
travellers  come  up  to  nab  us." 

"  You  must  follow  us  off  the  road,  young  woman," 
said  the  taller. 

"  For  the  love  of  God  !'*^xclaimed  Jeanie,  "  as 
you  were  born  of  woman,  dinna  ask  me  to  leave  the 
road !  rather  lake  all  I  have  in  the  world." 

"What  the  devil  is  the  wench  afraid  of T*  said  the 
other  fellow.  "  I  tell  you  you  shall  come  to  no  harm ; 
but  if  you  will  not  leave  the  road  and  come  with  us, 

d n  me,  but  I'll  beat  your  brains  out  where  you 

stand." 

"  Thou  art  a  rough  bear,  Tomj"  said  his  com- 
panion.—" An  ye  touch  her,  I'll  give  ye  a  shake  by 
the  collar  shall  make  the  Leicester  beans  rattle  in 
thy  guts.— Never  mind  him,  girl ;  I  will  not  allow 
him  to  lay  a  finger  on  you,  if  you  walk  quietly  on 

with  us ;  but  if  you  keep  jabbering  there,  d ^n  me, 

but  I'll  leave  him  to  settle  it  with  you." 

This  threat  conveyed  all  that  is  terrible  to  the 
imagination  of  poor  Jeanie,  who  saw  in  him  that 
*'  was  of  milder  mood"  her  only  protection  from  the 
most  brutal  treatment.  She,  therefore,  not  only  fol- 
lowed him,  but  even  held  him  by  the  sleeve,  lest  he 
should  escape  from  her ;  and  the  fellow,  hardened  as 
he  was,  seemed  something  touched  by  these  marks 
of  confidence,  and  repeatedly  assured  her,  that  he 
would  sutler  her  to  receive  no  harm. 

They  conducted  their  prisoner  in  a  direction  leading 
more  and  more  frohi  the  public  road,  but  she  observed 
that  they  kept  a  sort  of  track  or  by-path,  which  re- 
lieved her  from  part  of  her  apprehensions,  which 
wuuid  have  been  greatly  increased  had  they  not 
seemed  to  follow  a  determined  ahd  ascertained  route. 
After  about  half  an  hour's  walking,  all  three  in  jpro- 
(ounc  allenco.  they  approached  an  old  bun,  which 


stood  on  the  edge  of  sonw  cultirBted  groond.  but  ff9> 
mote  from  every  thing  like  a  habitation.  It  was^ 
itself  however,  tenanted,  for  there  was  light  in  tlw 
windows. 

One  of  the  footpads  scratched  at  the  door,  which 
was  opened  by  a  temaH,  and  they  entered  with  theit 
unhappy  prisoner.  An  old  woman,  who  was  pre- 
paring food  by  the  assistance  of  a  stifling  fire  oi 
lighted  charcoal,  asked  them,  in  the  name  of  tbo 
devil,  what  they  brought  the  wench  there  for,  antf 
why  they  did  not  strip  ner  and  turn  her  abroad  on  the 
common  1 

"  Come,  come,  Ifother  Blood,"  aaid  the  tall  man, 
"  we'll  do  what's  riffht  to  oblige  you,  and  we'll  do  no 
more ;  we  are  bacT  enough,  out  not  luch  as  yon 
would  make  us— devils  incarnate.'* 

"  She  has  got  Mjark  from  Jim  Ratclifife,"  aaid  the 
short  fellow,  ^*  andfFrank  here  wont  hear  of  our  put- 
ting her  through  the  mill." 

'^No.  that  will  I  not,  by  Gr— d  I"  answered  Frank; 
"  hut  it  old  Mother  Blood  could  keep  her  here  lor  a 
little  while,  or  send  her  back  to  Scotland,  without 
hurting  her,  why,  I  see  no  harm  in  that— not  I.'* 

"I'll  tell  vou  what,  Frank  Levitt."  said  the  old 
woman,  "if^  vou  call  me  Mother  Blood  again,  I'll 
paint  this  gully"  (and  she  held  a  knife  up  as  if  about 
to  make  good  her  threat)  "  in  the  best  blood  in  your 
body,  my  bonny  boy." 

"-The  price  of  ointment  must  be  up  m  the  north." 
said  Frank.  "  that  puts  Mother  Blood  so  much  out 
of  humour." 

Without  a  moment's  hesitation  the  fury  darted  her 
knife  at  him  with  the  vengeful  dexterity  of  a  wild 
Indian.  As  he  was  on  his  guard,  he  avoided  the 
missile  by  a  sudden  motion  of  his  head,  but  it  whis- 
tled past  nis  ear,  and  stuck  deep  in  the  clay  wall  of  e 
partition  behind. 

"Come,  come,  mother."  said  the  robber,  seizinff 
her  by  both  wrists.  "  I  shall  teach  vou  who's  master ;" 
and  so  saying,  he  forced  the  hag  backwards  by  main 
force,  who  strove  vehemently  until  she  sunk  on  a 
bunch  of  straw,  and  then  letting  go  her  hands,  he 
held  up  his  finger  towards  her  in  the  menacing  pos- 
ture by  which  a  maniac  is  intimidated  by  his  keeper. 
It  appeared  to  prpduoe  the  desired  efllect:  for  she  did 
not  attempt  to  rise  from  the  seat  on  which  he  had 

{>laced  her,  or  to  resume  any  measures  of  actual  vio- 
cnce,  but  wrung  her  withered  hands  with  impotent 
rage,  and  brayed  and  howled  like  a  demoniac. 

"I  will  keep  my  promise  with  you,  you  old  devil," 
said  Frank ;  '^  the  wench  shall  not  go  forward  on  the 
London  road,  buti  will  ndt  have  you  touch  a  hair  of 
her  head,  if  it  were  but  for  your  insolence." 

This  intimation  seemed  to  compose  in  some  deoee 
the  vehement  passion  of  the  old  hag;  and  while  tier 
exclamations  and  howls  sunk  into  a  low,  maunder- 
ing, growling  tone  of  voices  another  personage  waa 
aoded  to  this  singular  party. 

"  Eh,  Frank  Levitt,"  said  this  new-comer,  who  en- 
tered with  a  hop,  step, 'and  jump,  which  at  once  con- 
veyed her  from  the  door  into  the  centre  of  tlie  pany, 
"were  ye  killing  our  mother?  or  were  ye  cuttinje^  the 
gnmtei's  weasand  that  Tam  brought  in  this  morning  1 
or  have  ye  been  reading  your  prayers  backward,  to 
bring np  my  auld  acquaintance  the  deil  amang  yet'* 

The  tone  of  the  speaker  was  so  particular,  that 
Jeanie  immediately  recc^ised  the  woman  who  had 
rode  foremost  of  the  pair  which  passed  her  just  before 
sli  '  -^  :r*'V.:-rf  ;  :i  circufflPtnoce  ^vhirii  greatly 
in  '  vr  icirror,  an  it  Ejifrvui  Ui  Aii\jfW  ihat  the 

m  '  Fiiiii^Eied  uKainst   her  wti»  prt^i  audita  ted, 

th  I  .uii  i^y  whom,  or  for  what  couse,  slie  was  totally 
at  13  kiee  to  i'onjccturc.  From  the  Ftyle  of  her  con- 
ver^iicion,  iht)  reader  nlso  may  probebfy  atzknowledge 
in  ihi^  female  an  old  aetjumntsuoe  Iji  the  earlier  pvt 
of  ourntirralivci. 

'*  t3ut,  yi^  matJ  (^ov\l  ["  mid  Tom,  whom  Frip  had  dia- 
tur  U'  M 1  i  [1  them  iddlc  of  a  d  ni  u+^h  Ut  ^  >     lor  Mf  ith 

w'jii:h  lie  hud  found  means  f^f  bcci.  i  ig  him- 

seli  i.  "  bpiiwjjit  your  Hess  of  Bedlam  i  ■ .  nd  your 

d&!n'M  frcnziea.  ftmnn  tiiight  live  quieter  m  ^ he  devil's 
ken  iliEin  here,  —And  he  again  rmimej  ihubrokeQ 
juH  ^>u^  of  which  lIk^  had  hctspdrmlei^^^ 

"And  wha's  iblso'tT  aakl  t\m  fund  woman,  daiir 
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iwgvp  to  Jeanie  Deans,  who,  although  in  great  ter- 
ror, yet  watched  the  scene  with  a  resolution  to  let 
nothing  pass  unnoticed  which  might  be  serviceable 
in  assisting  her  to  escape,  or  informing  her  afe  to  the 
trae  nature  of  her  situation,  and  the  danger  attending 
it— **  Wha's  this  o't  1"  again  exclaimed  Madge  Wild- 
fira  "Donee  Davie  Deans,  the  auld  doited  whig 
bodjr^s  daughter,  in  a  gipsy's  bam,  and  tho  night  set- 
tin?  in;  thw  is  a  sight  for  sair  een!— Eh,  sirs,  the 
fiUing  off  o*  the  godly !— and  the  t'other  sisters  in 
the  Twlbooth  at  Edinburgh !  I  am  very  sorry  for  her. 
for  my  share — it's  my  mother  wusses  ill  to  her,  and 
DO  me— though  maybe  I  hoe  as  muckle  cause." 

■*Hnrk  ye.  Madge,"  said  the  taller  ruffian,  "vou 
have  not  such  a  touch  of  the  devil's  blood  as  the  nog 
Tour  mother,  who  may  be  his  dam  for  what  I  know— 
take  this  young  woman  to  your  kennel,  and  do  not  let 
:be  devil  enter,  though  he  snould  ask  in  Clod's  name." 
"Ou  ay;  that  I  will,  Frank,'*  said  Madge,  taking 
aoU  of  Jeanie  by  the  arm,  and  pulling  her  along ; 
*forit's  no  for  decent  Christian  young  leddies,  like 
fief  and  me»  to  be  keeping  the  like  o'  you  and  Tyburn 
•fim  company  at  this  time  o'  nisht  Sae  gude  e'en 
t'lre.  sirs,  and  monyo'  them;  and  may  ye  a^'^sleep  till 
the  hangman  wauken  ye,  and  then  it  will  be  weel  for 
the  country.'* 

She  then,  as  her  wild  fancy  spcmed  suddenly  to 
prompt  her.  walked  demurely  towards  her  mother, 
who,  seated  by  the  charcoal  fire,  with  the  reflection 
of  the  red  light  on  her  withered  and  distorted  features 
marked  by  every  evil  passion^,  seemed  the  very  picture 
of  Hecate  at  her  infernal  rites;  and  suddenly  drop- 
ping on  her  knees,  said,  with  a  manner  of  a  six  years 
old  child,  "  Maramie,  hear  me  say  my  prayers  before 
I  fro  to  bed,  and  say  God  bless  my  bonny  face,  as  ye 
a«d  to  do  lang  syne." 

*'The  deil  flay  the  hide  o'  it  to  sole  his  brogues 
wi'  '."said  the  old  lady,  aiming  a  buffet  at  the  suppli- 
cant, in  answer  to  her  duteous  request. 

Tlie  blow  missed  Madge,  who,  being  probably  ac- 
qfiainted  by  experience  with  the  mode  in  which  her 
mother  was  -wont  to  confer  her  maternal  betiedic- 
tiona,  slipt  out  of  arm's  length  with  great  dexterity 
and  quickness.  The  hag  then  started  up,  and,  seiz- 
ing a  pair  of  old  fire-tongues,  would  have  amended 
ber  motion  by  beating  out  the  brains  either  of  her 
Mughier  or  Jeanie,  (which  she  did  not  seem  greatly 
to  care  which,)  when  her  hand  was  once  more  arrest- 
«i  by  the  man  whom  they  called  Prank  Levitt,  who, 
sizing  her  by  the  shoulder,  ilung  her  from  him  with 
peat  violence,  exclaiming,  "  What,  Mother  Damna- 
blfr— again,  and  in  my  sovereign  presence  ?— Hark 
yp,  Madge  of  Bedlam,  get  to  your  hole  with  your  play- 
fellow, or  we  shall  have  the  dfevil  to  pay  nere,  and 
^thing  to  pay  him  with." 

Mad^re  took  Levitt's  advice,  retreating  as  fast  as 
H^  could,  and  dragging  Jeanie  along  with  her  into 
i  wrt  of  n^cess,  partitioned  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
*^  and  filled  with  straw, from  which  it  appeared 
that  it  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  sluwioer.— 
The  Doouliglit  shone,  through  an  open  hole,  upon  a 
l»lli(  1,  a  pack-saddla  and  one  or  two  wjjilets,  the 
tjivelling  furniture  of  Madge  and  her  amiable  mo- 
ther.- •"Now,'saw  ye  e'er  in  your  life,"  sad  Madge, 
S8e  dainty  a  chamber  of  deas?  see  as  the  moon 
Minou  down  sae  caller  on  the  fresh  strae!  There's 
noapleasontcr  cell  in  Bedlam,  for  as  braw  a  place 
Mjt  is  on  the  outside.— Were  ye  ever  in  Bedlam  7" 

No,"  answered  Jeanie  faintly,  appalled  by  the 
<riwtion,  and  the  way.  in  which  it  was  put,  yet 
*"ung  to  soothe  her  insane  companion;  being  in 
circumstances  so  unhappily  precarious,  that  even  the 
•jaeiyof  this  gibbering  madwoman  seemed  a  species 
wjpmiection. 

Never  in  Bedlam  !'*  said  Madge,  as  if  with  some 
8CTpri!»e.— "  But  ye'll  hac  been  in  the  cells  at  Edin- 

„  Never,"  repeated  Jeanie. 
Weel.  I  think  thae  daft  carles  the  magistrates 
•WW  naebody  to  Bedlam  but  me— they  maun  hae  an 
wico  respect  fo^  me,  for  whenever  I  am  brought  to 
y*«m^  they  aye^ae  me  back  to  Bedlam.  But  troth, 
MnicL"  fshe  said  this  in  a  very  confidential  tone,) 

*"  *«l  ve  my  private  mind  about  it,  I  think  ye  are  at 


nae  great  loss; ^or the  keeper's  a  cross  patch,  and  he 
maun  hae  it  a  his  ain  gate,  to  he  sure,  or  he  mukea 
the  place  waur  than  hell.  I  oijten  tell  him  he's  the 
daffteet  in  a'  the  house.— But  what  are  they  making  sic 
a  skirling  fori— Deil  ane  o'  them's  get  in  here— it 
wadna  be  mensefu' !  I  will  sit  wi'  my  back  again  tno 
door;  it  winna  be  that  easy  stirring  me." 

"  Madge  !^'-"  Madge  !''— "  Madge  Wildfire  !"— 
"  Madge  devil !  what  have  ye  done  with  the  horsof* 
was  repeatedly  asked  by  the  men  without. 

"He's  e'en  at  his  supper,  puir  thing,"  answered 
Madge;  "deil  an  ye  were  at  yours  to6,  an  it  wem 
scauding  brimstane,  and  then  we  wad  hae  less  J 
your  din." 

"  His  supper  1"  answered  the  more  sulky  ruffian — 
"What  d'ye  mean  by  that?— Tell  me  where  he  is,  or 
I  will  knock  vour  Bedlam  brains  out!" 

"  He's  in  (xaffer  Gabblewood's  wheat-close,  an  ye 
maun  ken." 

"  His  wheat-close,  you  crazed  Hit !"  answered  the 
other,  with  an  accent  of  great  indignation. 

"  O,  dear  Tyburn  Tam,  man,  what  ill  will  the  blades 
of  the  young  wheat  do  to  the  puir  naig?" 

"That  is  not  the  question,'^  said  the  other  robber; 
"  but  what  the  country  will  say  to  us  to-morrow 
when  they  see  him  in  such  quarters.- Go,  Tom,  and 
bring  him  in;  and  avoid  the  soft  ground  my  lud; 
leave  no  hoof-track  behind  you." 

"  I  think  you  give  me  always  the  fa^of  it,  whatever 
is  to  be  done,"  grumbled  his  companion. 

"  Leap,  Laurence,  you're  long  enough,"  said  the 
other;  and  the  fellow  left  the  bam  accordingly,  with- 
out further  remonstrance.  , 

In  the  meanwhile,  Madge  had  arranged  herself  for 
r^wso  on  the  straw ;  but  still  in  a  half-silting  pos- 
ture, with  her  back  resting  against  the  door  of  the 
hovel,  which,  as  it  opened  inwards,  was  in  this  man 
ner  kept  shut  by  the  weight  of  her  person. 

"There's  mair  shifts  by  steaUng,  Jeanie,"  said 
Madge  Wildfire  j  "  though  whiles  I^can  hardly  get 
our  mother  to  think  sae.  Wha  wad  hae  thought  hut 
mysell  of  making  a  bolt  of  my  ain  back-bane !  But 
it's  no  sae  strong  as  thae  that  I  hae  seen  in  the  Tol- 
booth  at  Edinburgh.  The  hammermen  of  Edinburgh 
are  to  my  mind  afore  the  worlc^for  making  stancheons, 
ring-bolts,  fetter-bolts,  bars,  and  locks.  And  thev 
arena  that  bad  at  girdles  for  carcakcs  neither,  though 
theCu'ross  hammermen  have  the  gree  for  that.  My 
mother  had  anceabonny  Cu'ross  girdle,  and  I  thought 
to  have  baked  carcakes  on  it  for  my  puir  wean  that's 
dead  and  gane  nae  fair  way— but  we  maun  a'  dee,  ye 
ken,  Jeanie— You  Cameronian  bodies  ken  that  braw- 
lie;  and  ye're  for  making  a  hell  upon  earth  that  ye 
may  be  less  unwillin'  to  part  wi'  it.  But  as  touching 
Bedlam  that  ye  were  speaVing  about,  I'se  ne'er  recom- 
mend it  muckle  the  tae  gate  or  the  tother,  be  it  right 
—be  it  wrang.  But  ye  ken  what  the  sang  says?" 
And,  pursuing  tne  unconnected  and  floating  wauder- 
ings  of  her  mind,  she  sung  aloud— 

"  In  the  bonnr  Colin  of  Bedlam, 

Ere  1  wan  nno  tind  tw-untjr, 
I  Iind  hempph  bracAlot*  MiroDf, 
And  merry  whip«,  diin;-dong. 

And  prayer  and  (tutins  plenty 

"Wee!,  Jeanie,  I  am  something  herso  the  night, 
and  I  canna  sing  muckle  mair;  aha  trotn,  I  think,  1 
am  gaun  to  sleep." 

She  drooped  her  head  on  her  breast,  a  potture  from 
which  Jeanie,  who  would  have  given  me  world  for 
an  opportunity  of  quiet  to  consider  tne  merais  and  the 
pHobaDiliiy  of  her  escape,  was  very  coieful  not  to  dis- 
turb her.  After  noddmg.  however,  lor  a  minute  or 
two,  with  her  eyes  half  closed,  the  iinqmei  and  rest- 
lees  spirit  of  her  malady  again  assailed  Madge.  Sho 
raisea  her  head,  and  spoke,  but  with  a  lowered  tone, 
which  was  again  gradually  overcome  by  drowsiness, 
to  which  the  fatigue  of  a  day's  joiimey  on  horseback 
had  probably  given  unwonted  occasion,— "I  dinna 
ken  what  makes  me  sae  sleepy— 1  amaist  never  sleep 
till  my  bonny  Lady  Moon  gangs  till  her  bed— mair 
by  token,  when  she  s  at  the  full,  ve  Ken,  lowmg  ahoon 
us  yonder  in  her  grand  silver  coacn— i  nave  dance«i 
to  her  my  lane  sometimes  for  very  joy— and  whuev* 
dead  folk  came  and  danced  wi'  me— tne  luLe  o'  Jxk 
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Portcous,  or  ony  body  I  had  kcnd  when  I  was  living 
—for  yc  maun  ken  I  was  ance  dead  rny«.41."    Here 
the  poor  maniac  sun^  in  a  low  and  wild  tones 
"  Mr  banc*  nui  buricil  in  yon  kirkjard 

t<n«)  far  njront  the  dea. 
And  il  i<  bui  my  blitliewiinn  pliaivt 
Tiiat'ii  tiiiuakin;  now  tu  thiiu. 

**  But  after  a\  Jcanie,  my  woman,  naebody  kens 
wool  wha'a  livinR  and  wha's  dead— or  wha's  gane  to 
Fairyland— there  8  another  question.  Whiles  1  think 
my  puir  bairn's  dead— yc  ken  very  weel  it's  buried— 
but  that  signifies  nacthing.  I  have  had  it  on  my 
kntw  a  hundred  times,  ana  a  hundaxi  till  that,  since 
ii  was  buried— and  how  could  that  be  were  it  dead, 
ye  ken?— it's  merely  imiwsHible."— And  here^  some 
conviction  hnlf-overcoining  the  reveries  of  her  miagi- 
nntion.  <he  biirst  into  a  fit  of  crying  and  ejaculation, 
"  Wae's  nio  I  wau's  me !  wae's  me !"  till  at  length 
she  mo;iri(-d  and  sobbed  heiself  into  a  diep  slrt-p, 
which  was  soon  intimated  by  her  breathing  hanl, 
Icavin;;  Jeanic  to  her  own  melancholy  reflections  and 
observations. 


CHAPTER   XXX. 

B:nd  h<>r  quirk'r  ;  nr,  br  tliia  Btc»*l, 

1  II  till!,  altlioui-'fi  I  trus.i  fur  cmniHinr.— FiXTCilBR. 

The  imperfect  light  which  shone  into  the  window 
enabled  Jeanic  to  sec  that  there  was  scarcely  any 
chance  of  makinc  her  Cscajw  in  that  direction  ;  for 
the  aperture  was  bi^ihin  the  wall,  and  so  narrow,  that, 
could  she  have  ciiiubedup  to  it,  she  might  wt^il  doubt 
whether  it  would  have  permitted  her  to  pass  licr  body 
tlirough  it.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  to  escap*;  would 
be  sure  to  draw  down  worse  treatment  than  she  now 
received,  and  she,  thcrefonr,  resolvetl  to  watcii  her  op- 
portunity carefully  ere  making  such  a  perilous  eiiurt. 
For  this  purpose  she  appliecl  herself  to  the  ruinous 
clay  partition,  whicii  divided  the  hovel  in  which  she 
now  was  from  the  n.-st  of  the  waste  bam.  It  was  de- 
cayed and  ful!  of  cracks  and  chinks,  one  of  which 
she  enlarged  with  her  fingers,  cautioiisly  and  with- 
out noise,  until  she  could  obtain  a  plain  view  of  tlic 
old  hag  and  the  taller  rufflnn,  whom  iiiey  called  Levitt, 
sealed  together  beside  the  decaye<l  fire  of  eharcoal, 
and  appan.ntly  engaged  in  close  conference.  She 
was  at  first  territiiMl  by  the  sight,  for  the  features  of 
the  old  womnn  had  a  nid«N)us  east  of  hardened  and 
inveterate  i  lalice  and  ill-humour,  and  thos*i  of  the 
man,  though  naturally  less  unfavourable,  were  such 
as  corrosponijiil  well  with  licentious  habits,  and  a 
lawless  profession 

*' IJii'  1  remenibf.Ti'd,"  said  Jcanie,  "my  worthy 
father's  tales  of  a  winter  evenini!,  how  he  was  con- 
finc-d  with  the  blessed  martyr  ]Mr.  James  Kenwick. 
wholifietl  up  t!ic  fallen  standard  of  the  tnie  refonned 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  after  the  worthy  and  renowned 
Daniel  Cameron,  our  last  blessed  bannerman,  had 
fullirn  among  theswonls  of  the  wicked  at  Airsmoss. 
and  how  the  very  heirts  of  the  wicked  maleJnetors 
and  miir'iore.rs,  whom  they  were  confined  withal,  were 
nieltr-d  l.ke  w:u\  at  the  s«>und  of  thtir  doctrine  and 
I  beihoim'.it  in\««eil,  that  the  prune  help  tluil  was  wi' 
them  in  their  strait^  wad  be  wi'  me  in  mine,  an  leould 
but  watch  the  Loni  s  time  and  opi.»ortunity  for  deliver- 
ing my  ft.-^'t  from  tlieir  snnro ;  and  I  mindetl  the 
Scripture  of  the  bbsse-d  Psa!irii>t,  whilk  he  insii^teth 
«n,  as  wtvl  in  the  forty-st<:ond,  as  in  the  forty-third 
psalm,  *  Why  art  thon  cast  down,  O  my  soul,  and 
wh,  art  tluiu  disquieted  within  me  ?  Hope  in  God. 
for  I  shall  yet  praise  Him,  who  is  the  health  of  my 
counie.nan'.fe,  and  my  Go<I." 

Strengiiieni'd  in  a  mind  naturally  calm,  sedate, 
»nd  firm,  by  the  intlueiice  of  nUgious  confidence, 
this  poor  captive  was  enabled  to  attend  to,  and  com- 
prehend a  great  part  of  an  interesting  conversation 
whichpa.'^st.'il  betwi.xt  those  into  whose  hands  she  had 
fallen,  not with^itanding  that  iheir  meaning  was  partlv 
JisgiiitMfJ  bj  .ne  occasional  use  of  cant  terriis,  of  whicn 
V^nic  knew  not  the  import,  by  the  low  tone  in  which 
*Afy  ttpoke,  ntu)  by  their  mode  of  supplying  their 
IfTifken  phrntnin  hy  shnigB  nnd  signs,  as  is  usual 
MtaasBt  tho^  of  Ulcir  disorderly  profetwon. 


The  man  openeil  the  conversation  by  saying,  "  Now, 
dame,  you  see  I  am  true  to  my  friend  I  nave  not 
forgot  that  you  planked  a  chury,*  which  helped  m0 
through  the  bars  of  the  Castle  of  York,  and  I  came 
to  do  your  work  without  asking  questuins,  fur  one 
good  turn  deserves  another.  But  now  that  Madz^ 
who  is  as  loud  as  Tom  of  Lincoln,  is  somewhat  still, 
and  this  same  Tyburn  Neddie  is  shaking  his  heels 
after  the  old  nag,  why.  you  must  tell  nie  what  all 
this  is  about,  and  what's  to  be  done— for  d— n  me  il 
I  touch  the  girl,  or  let  her  be  touched,  and  she  with 
Jim  Rat's  pass  loo." 

*  Thou  art  an  honest  lad.  Frank,"  answered  the 
old  woman,  "  but  e'en  too  kind  for  thv  trade ;  thy 
tender  heart  will  cet  thee  into  trouble.  1  will  sec  ye 
gang  up  Holhorn  Hill  backward,  and  a'  on  the  word 
of  some  Killy  loon  that  could  never  hac  rapped  to 
ye  had  ye  drawn  your  knife  across  his  weasand." 

"Vou  mav  be  baulked  there,  old  one,"  answired 
the  robber;  '' 1  have  known  many  a  pretty  lad  cut 
short  in  his  first  sumnu.r  upon  the  road,  because  he 
was  something  hasty  with  his  flats  and  sharps.  Be- 
sides, a  man  would  fain  live  out  his  two  years  with  a 
good  conscience.  So,  tell  me  what  all  this  is  about, 
and  what's  to  be  done  for  you  that  one  can  do  dc- 
centlv?"   . 

"  Wbv,  you  must  know,  Frank— but  first  taste  a 
snap  o(  right  Holland.*."  She  drew  a  flnsk  from 
h<r  pocket,  and  filled  the  Allow  a  large  bumper, 
which  he  pronounced  to  be  the  right  thing.—"  Vou 
must  know,  then,  Frank— wunna  ye  nund  your 
hand?"  again  ofiering  the  fla>k. 

^^fio,  lio— when  a  womnn  wnnts  mi.schief  from 
you,  she  always  begins  by  filling  you  drunk.  D— n 
jdl  Dutch  courage.  What  I  do  1  will  do  soberly— I'll 
last  the  longer  for  that  too." 

"Well,  then,  you  must  know,"  resumed  the  old 
woman,  witliout  any  further  attempts  at  propitiation, 
"  that  this  girl  is  gomg  to  Loiulon." 

Here  Jeunic  could  only  distinguish  the  word  "  sis* 
ter." 

The  robber  answered  in  a  louder  tone,  "Fail 
enough  that;  and  what  the  devil  is  your  busiuest 
with  it  T' 

"  Business  enough,  I  think.    Tf  the  b quecrt 

the  noose,  that  silly  cull  will  marrj'  her." 

"  And  who  cares  if  he  does  7"  said  the  man. 

"Who  cans,  ye  donnnrd  Netldie?  /can*;  and  I 
will  stninjile  her  with  my  own  hands,  rather  than 
she  should  come  to  Madse's  preferment." 

"Ma('::»''s  preferment  ?  Does  your  old  blind  eves 
see  no  furtht  r  than  that  1  If  he  is  as  vou  sny,  d^yc 
ihink  he'll  ever  marry  a  moon-calf  like  Madge  1 
Eeod,  that's  a  good  one-Marry  Sladgc  Wildfire  I— 
Ha!  ha!  ha!" 

"Hark  ye,  yc  crack-rope  pndder,  bom  beggar,  and 
bred  thief!*'  rcolied  the  hag,  "suppose  he  never  mar- 
ries the  W4'nch,  is  that  a  reason  ho  shouKl  marry 
anotlit  r,  and  that  other  to  hold  my  dnughtt  r's  place, 
and  she  cntzerl,  and  I  a  bcjraar,  and  all  along  of  him  1 
]}ut  I  know  that  of  him  wdl  hang  him— 1  know  that 
of  him  will  hang  him.  if  he  had  a  thousand  lives— I 
know  that  of  him  will  banc— hang— hang  him  !'* 

She  irrinned  as  she  repeatt  d  and  dwelt  upjii  the  fatal 
monosyllabic,  with  the  emphasis  of  a  vindictive 
fiend. 

"Then  why  don't  you  hang— hang— hang  him?" 
said  Frank,  n pealing  htr  wonls  contemptnously. 
"There  would  be  more  sense  in  that,  than  in  wreak- 
ing voursilf  here  upon  two  wt.nches  that  have  dona 
you  and  voiir  dau;;hter  no  ill." 

"No  ill?"  answered  the  old  woman— "and  he  to 
marry  this  jail-bird  if  ever  she  gets  her  foot  loose !' 

"Hut  as  there  is  no  chance  of  his  marrying  a  bird 
of  your  brood.  I  cannot,  for  my  soul,  see  what  vou 
have  .o  do  with  all  this,"  aiiain  replied  the  nibncr, 
shrugging  his  shotdders.  "Where  there  is  aught  to  be 
got,  ril  go  as  far  as  my  neighbours,  but  I  hate  uiis- 
chief  for  mischiefs  sake." 

"And  would  you  go  nae  length  for  revenge  ?"  said 
the  hag--"  for  revenge,  the  sweetes:  morsel  to  tat 
mouth  that  ever  was  cooked  in  hell  7" 

"The  devil  niay^kee^  it  forjiis  own  eating  theoi*' 
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Mtf*e  robber ; 

illlMM  It  WlClu*' 

"Reveage)"  continaed  the  old  woman;  "  why,  tt 
ii  (bebett  reward  the  devUgiTea  us  for  our  time  here 
Old  bereafter.  I  have  wrought  hard  for  it~I  have 
nfierad  for  it,  and  I  have  amned  for  i^— and  I  will 
have  it,— or  there  ia  neither  juatioe  in  heaven  nor  in 

wir 

Levitt  had  by  thia  time  lighted  a  pipe,  and  waa  lia* 
tening  with  great  compoaore  to  the  frantic  and  vin- 
ietive  nvings  of  the  old  hag.  He  was  too  much 
aardeoed  by  nie  course  of  life  to  be  shocked,  with 
ttieoi— too  urdifieron^  and  probably  too  atupid,  to 
eMch  any  part  of  their  animation  or  energy.  "  But, 
Biocher,''^he  siid,  after  a  pau8&  "  still  I  sav,  that  if 
rercoge  is  year  wish,  you  should  take  it  on  the  young 
ftOow  himself." 

"I  wish  I  could,"  she  said,  drawing  in  her  breath, 
vitfa  the  ea^ervesa  of  a  thirsty  person  while  mimick- 
ing the  acuon  of  drinking—**!  wish  I  oeuld  1— but 
DS--I  cannot — I  cannot." 

*'And  why  not  1— Yon  would  think  little  of  peach- 
iag  and  hannnjg  him  for  this  Scotch  affair.— Rat 
He.  one  might  have  milled  the  Bank  of  England, 
MM  IsBs  noise  about  it." 

*l  have  nursed  him  at  this  withered  breast,"  an- 
•weied  the  old  woman,  folding  her  hands  on  her  bo- 
•oo,  as  if  pressing  an  infant  to  it.  *'  and  though  he 
kit  proved  an  adder  to  me— though  he  has  been  the 
defltrsdion  of  me  and  mine— though  he  has  made 
me  company  for  the  devil,  if  there  be  a  devil,  and 
fMd  ler  heH,  if  there  be  such  a  place,  yet  I  cannot 
take  hia  lifo-~No,  I  cannot,"  she  continued,  with  an 
appearance  of  rage  against  herself;  **I  have  thought 
«C  it— I  have  tried  it— but,  Francis  Leavitt,  I  canna 
■ug  through  wi't!— Na,  na— he  was  the  first  bairn 
1  ever  nurst— ill  I  had  besn— but  man  can  never  ken 
wkat  woman  feela  for  the  bairn  ahe  has  held  first 
toherboapmr' 

**  To  be  sure."  said  Levitt,  "  we  have  no  e?ipenence. 
Bat,  mother,  they  sav  you  ha'n*t  been  so  kind  to  other 
beimt,  as  you  call  them,  that  have  come  in  your 
way.— Nay,  d— — ^n  me,  never  lay  your  hand  on  the 
whittle,  for  I  am  captain  and  leader  'here,  and  I  will 
uveno  rebellion." 

.  Hie  bag,  wfauae  first  motion  had  been,  upon  hear- 
ng  the  question,  to  grasp  the  haft  of  a  large  knife, 
DO  V  ondosed  her  hand,  atole  it  awav  from  the  weapon, 
>nd  Bufiered  it  to  fall  by  her  side,  while  ahe  proceeded 
with  a  aort  of  a  smile—"  Bairns !  ye  are  joking,  lad, 
wha  wad  touch  bairns  1  Madge,  puir  thing,  bad  a 
tniaforttiae  wi'  ane— and  the  totber"— Here  her  voice 

ttnk  so  much,  diat  Jeanie,  though  anxiously  upon 

ue  watch,  could  not  catch  a  word  ahe  said,  until  she 
fitted  her  tone  at  the  conclusion  of  the  sentence— 

,  So  Madge,  in  her  daffin',  threw  it  into  the  Nor*- 

Loch,  I  trow." 
Hadge,  whose  slumbers  like  those  of  most  who 

ahov  under  menul  malady,  had  been  shorthand 

*«a  easily  broken,  now  made  hersdf  heard  from 

wplace  of  repose. 

.   indeed,  mother,  that's  a  great  lee^  for  I  did  nae 

"  Hush,  thon  hellicat  devil,"  aaid  her  mother—"  By 
UeiTen !  the  other  wench  will  be  waking  too  !** 

That  maybe  dangeroua,"  said  Frank;  and  he 

(*ie  and  followed  Meg  Murdockson  across  the  fto9r. 

Rise,"  said  the  hag  to  her  daughter,  "or  I  sail 

Vive  the  knife  between  the  planka  mto  the  Bedlam 

Wk  of  thee  I" 

Apparently  she  at  the  samd  time  seconded  her 
S{^t,  by  pricking  her  with  the  point  of  a  knife,  for 
■awe,  with  a  faint  scream,  changed  her  place,  and 
«J*»r  opened. 

,  Ipe  on  woman  held  a  candle  in  one  hand,  and  a 
'^^m  the  other.  Levitt  appeared  behind  her; 
^*«her  with  a  view  of  preventmg,  or  assisting  her 
la  ai^  tiolence  she  might  meditate,  oouW  not  bd  well 
l^fwd.  Jeanie's  preaence  of  mind  stood  her  friend 
^[2P**  ureadful  crisis.  She  had  resolution  enoufjh  to 
I^Btatn  the  attitude  and  manner  of  one  who  sleeps 


J'jJjIUMlly,  and  to  regulate  even  her  breathing,  not- 
?"hstanding  the  agitation  of  instant  terror,  so  as  to 
**i*9ondwith  her  attitude. 


The  old  woman  passed  the  li^t  across  her  eyes ; 
and  although  Jeanie's  fears  were  so  powerfully  awa- 
kened by  this  movement,  that  she  often  declared 
afterwards,  that  ihe  thought  ahe  saw  the  figures  ol 
her  destined  murderers  through  her  closed  eyelids, 
she  had  still  the  resolution  to  maintain  the  femt»  on 
which  her  safety  perhaps  depended. 

Levitt  looked  at  her  with  nxed  attention  he  then 
turned  the  old  woman  out  of  the  place,  and  followed 
her  ^mself.  Having  regained  the  outer  apartment,- 
and  seated  themselves.  Jeanie  heard  the  highwaymaa 
say,  to  her  no  small  retief.  "  She's  as  fast  as  if  she 

were  in  Bedfordshire.— Now^  old  Meg,  d n  me,  i 

I  can  understand  a  glim  oi  this  story  of  yours,  or 
what  good  it  will  do  you  to  hang  the  one  wench,  and 
torment  the  other ;  but,  rat  me,  I  will  be  true  to  my 
friend,  and  serve  ye  the  way  ye  like  it.  I  see  it  wiU 
be  a  bad  job;  but  I  do  think  I  could  get  her  down  to 
Surfleet  on  the  Wash,  and  so  on  board  Tom  Moon- 
shine's neat  lugger,  and  keep  her  out  of  the  way 
three  or  four  wedis,  if  that  will  please  ye  7— But 

d n  me  if  any  one  shall  barm  her,  unless  tney  have 

a  mind  to  chske  on  a  brace  of  blue  plums.— It's  a 
cruel  bad  job,  and  I  wish  you  and  it,  Me&  were  both 
at  the  devil." 

"Never  muid.  hinny  Levitt"  said  the  old  woman  - 
"  you  are  a  niffler,  and  will  nave  a'  your  ain  gate- 
She  ahanna  gang  to  heaven  an  hour  sooner  for  me 
I  carena  whether  ahe  live  or  die— it's  her  sister— ay, 
bar  sister !" 

"  Well,  we'll  say  no  more  about  it,  I  hear  Tom  com* 
ing  in.  We'll  couch  a  hogshead,*  and  so  better 
had  you."  They  retired  to  repose,  accordingly,  ana 
all  was  silent  in  diis  asylum  of  iniquity. 

Jeanie  lay  for  a  long  ume  awake.  At  break  of  day 
she  heard  the  two  ruffians  leave  the  barn,  after  whia- 
paring  with  the  old  woman  for  some  time.  The  sense 
that  she  was  now  guarded  only  by  persons  of  her 
own  sex  gave  her  aome  confidence,  and  irresistible 
lassitude  at  length  threw  her  into  slumber.  , 

When  the  captive  awakened,  the  sun  was  high  in 
heaven,  and  the  morning  considersbly  advanced. 
Madge  Wildfire  was  still  in  the  hovel  which  had 
served  them  for  the  night,  and  immediately  bid  her 
good  morning,  with  her  usual  air  of  insane  glee. 
"And  d'ye  ken,  laaa,"  said  Madge,  *'  there's  queer 
things  chanced  sines  ye  hae  been  m  the  land  of  Nod. 
The  constables  hae  been  here,  woman,  and  they  met 
wi*  my  minnie  at  the  door,  and  they  whirl'd  her  awa 
to  the  Justice's  about  the  man's  wheat.— Dear !  thae 
En^iah  churls  think  as  muckle  about  a  blade  of 
wheat  or  graas,  as  a  Scots  laird  does  about  his  mau- 
kins  and  his  muhr-poots.  Now,  lass,  if  ye  like,  we'll 
play  them  a  fine  jink ;  we  will  awa  out  and  take  a 
walk— they  will  make  unco  wark  when  they  miss  us, 
but  we  can  easily  be  back  by  dinner  time,  or  before 
dark  night  at  ony  rate,  and  it  will  bQ  some  frolic  and 
freah  air.— But  maybe  ye  wad  like  to  take  some  break- 
fast, and  then  lie  down  again  1  I  ken  by  mysell, 
there's  whiles  I  can  sit  wi'  my  head  on  my  hand  the 
haill  day,  and  havena  a  wprd  to  cast  at  a  dog— and 
other  whiles  that  I  canna  ait  still  a  moment  That'd 
when  the  folk  think  me  warst,  but  I  am  aye  canny 
enough— ye  needna  be  feared  to  walk  wi'  me." 

Had  Madge  Wildfire  been  the  most  raging  lunatic, 
instead  of  possessing  a  doubtfol,  uncertain,  and  twi- 
light sort  of  rationality,  varying,  probably,  from  the 
influence  of  the  most  trivial  causes,  Jeame  would 
hardly  have  objected  to  leave  a  place  of  capnviiy 
where  ahe  had  ao  much  to  appiefaiend.  She  eagerly 
assured  Madge  that  she  had  no  occaaion  for  further 
sleep,  no  desure  whatever  for  eating;  and  hoping  in- 
ternally that  she  was  not  guilty  of  am  m  doins  so 
she  flattered  her  keeper's  crazy  humour  for  walking 
in  the  woods.  . ,     „ 

"it's  no  a'thegither  for  that  neither,"  said  poor 
Madge:  "but  I  am  judging  ye  will  wun  the  better 
out  o^  thae  folk's  hands ;  no  that  they  are  a'thegither 
bad  folk  nether,  but  they  have  queer  ways  wi'  themu 
and  I  whiles  dinna  think  it  has  been  ever  very  weel 
wi'  my  mother  and  me  since  we  kept  siclike  com- 
pany.'* 

With  the  haste,  the  joy,  the  fear,  and  the  hope  of  • 
*  Lay  oonelvaa  dows  to  alMO 
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liboratn]  captive,  Jennie  snatched  up  her  little  bun- 
dle, folio WHi  Mad^c  into  the  free  nir,  and  eagerly 
l<H>kcd  round  her  for  a  human  hobitation;  but  none 
wnf  to  be  seen.  The  f^round  was  partly  cultivated, 
and  partly  left  in  its  natural  statt-,  according  as  the 
fancy  of  (lie  slovenly  agriculturists  had  decided.  In 
Its  natural  state  it  was  waste,  in  some  places  covered 
ivith  dwarf  trees  and  bushes,  in  others  swamp,  and 
elst'where  firm  and  dry  downs  or  pasture  grounds. 

Jcanie's  active  mmd  next  led  her  to  conjectjire 
which  vfay  the  high-road  lay,  whence  she  had  been 
forced.  It  she  regained  that  public  road,  she  imagined 
8he  nuist  soon  meet  some  person,  or  arrive  at  some 
houiif*  where  she  might  tell  her  Btor\',  and  request 
prptii'tion.  But  after  a  glance  around  her,  she  saw 
with  "egret  that  she  had  no  means  whatever  of  direct- 
ing h«  r  course  with  any  degree  of  c«rtainty,  and  that 
she  was  still  in  depenuancc  upon  her  crazy  compa- 
nion. "Shall  we  not  walk  upon  the  high-road 7" 
flaid  sho  to  Madge,  in  such  a  tone  as  a  nurse  uses  to 
coax  a  chilli.  "It's  brawcr  walking  on  the  road  than 
aman:<  thae  wild  bushes  and  whins." 

Madge,  who  was  walkin?  very  fast,  stopped  at  this 
question,  and  looked  at  Jeanie  with  a  sudden  and 
BiTutinizing  glance,  that  seemed  to  indicate  complete 
arquainiatice  with  her  purpose.  "Aha,  lass  1"  sheex- 
clamicfl^  '•  are  ye  gaun  to  guide  us  that  gate?— Ye  11  be 
for  making  y»ur  heels  save  your  head,  I  am  judging." 

Jeanie  hesitated  for  a  moment,  on  hearing  her  com- 
panion thus  express  hr.rself,  whether  slie  had  not  bet- 
ter take  the  hint,  and  try  to  outstrip  and  get  rid  of  hrr. 
Jiot  she  knew  not  in  which  direction  to  Ay;  she  was 
by  no  means  sure  that  she  would  prove  ine  swiftest, 
and  pcrfuctly  conscious  that,  in  the  event  of  her  being 
pursued  and  overtaken,  she  would  be  inferior  to  the 
iiiadwonian  in  strength.  She  therefore  gave  up 
thoughts  for  the  present  of  attempting  to  esrape  in 
that  iiinnner.  and,  saying  a  few  words  to  allay  Madge's 
suspicions,  she  followixfin  anxious  apprehension  the 
wayward  path  by  which  her  guide  thought  proper  to 
h^ad  her.  Madge,  infirm  of  puipose,  and  easdy  recon- 
ciled to  the  present  scene,  whatever  it  was,  began 
soon  to  talk  with  her  usual  diffuseness  of  ideas. 

"It's  a  dainty  thing  to  be  in  the  woods  on  a  fine 
morning  like  this— I  like  it  far  better  than  the  town, 
for  then;  isna  a  wiieen  duddie  bairns  to  be  cr>'ing  after 
ane,  art  if  ane  were  a  warld's  wonder,  just  because 
aiie  inayl>e  is  a  thought  bonnier  and  l>ettcr put-on  than 
tnA  neiL'hbours— though.  Jeanie,  ye  suld  never  be 
proud  o'  braw  claiths,  or  beauty  neither— wae's  me! 
they're  but  a  snare.  I  anes  thought  better  o'  them, 
and  what  came  o't?" 

".Are  ye  sure  ye  ken  the  way  ye  are  taking  us?" 
Bsii  Jeanie,  who  began  to  imagine  that  she  was  get- 
tins?  deep»'r  into  the  woods,  and  more  remote  from  the 
btgh-rond. 

"  Do  I  ken  the  road  ?— Wasna  I  mony  a  day  hving 
here,  and  what  for  shonldna  I  ken  the  road  ?— I  misht 
liae  forgotten,  too^  for  it  was  afore  my  accident;  nut 
-lere  aa*  some  things  ane  can  never  lorget,  let  them 
try  it  as  muckle  as  they  like." 

By  this  time  they  had  gained  the  deepest  part  of  a 
imtch  o(  woodland.  The  trees  were  a  little  separa- 
ted from  each  other,  and  at  the  foot  of  one  of  them,  a 
bcaunfiil  poplar,  was  a  variegated  hillock  of  wild 
flowers  and  moss,  such  as  the  poet  of  Grasmere  has 
described  in  his  verses  on  tlie  Thorn.  So  soon  as 
■he  arrived  at  this  spot,  Madge  Wildfire,  joining  her 
hands  above  her  head,  with  a  loud  scri-am  that  re- 
sembled laughter,  thing  herself  all  at  onco  upon  the 
■pot,  and  remaifiH  lying  there  motionless. 

.Tianie's  first  idi;£  was  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
fl:u'lit ;  but  her  desire  to  esi.'ape  yielded  for  a  moment 
1)  npprehension  for  the  poor  insane  being,  who,  she 
^h;ii:;ht,  might  perish  for  want  of  relief.  With  an 
« fiort,  which,  in  her  circumstances,  might  be  termed 
iieroic,  sho  stooped  down,  spoke  in  a  soothing  tone, 
■ml  endenvoured  to  raise  up  the  forlorn  creature.  She 
efTuctetl  this  with  difliciilty,  and,  as  she  placed  her 
4f^inst  the  tree  in  a  sitting  posture,  she  observed 
with  surprise,  thai  her  complexion,  usually  florid. 
nras  now  th'fn))y  p.ije,  and  that  her  face  was  batht<l 
in  tears.  Nutwith8tandms(  her  own  extreme  dan- 
Sifr,  Jennie  waa  mtiitcted  by  the  Bituation  of  her  com- 


panion ;  and  the  rather,  that  through  the  whole  tram 
of  her  wavering  and  inconsistent  state  of  mind  and 
line  of  conduct,  she  di.«cerned  a  general  colour  of 
kindness  towards  herself  for  which  she'felt  sratefuL 

"  Let  me  alane !— let  me  alane  I"  said  tine  poor 
young  woman,  as  her  paroxysm  of  sorrow  began  to 
abate^"  Let  me  alane— it  does  me  good  to  weep.  I 
canna  shed  tears  but  maybe  anes  or  twice  a- year,  and 
I  aye  come  to  wet  this  turf  with  them,  that  the  flowers 
may  grow  fair,  and  the  grass  may  be  green." 

"  But  what  IB  the  matter  with  you  7"  said  Jeania 
— "  >Vhy  do  you  weep  so  bitterly?" 

"  There's  matter  enow,"  replied  the  limatir,>« 
"  mair  than  ae  puir  mind  can  bear,  I  trow.  Stay  ■ 
bit,  and  I'll  tell  you  a'  about  it ;  for  I  like  ye,  Jeania 
Deans — a'body  tspoke  weel  about  ye  when  we  lived 
in  the  Pleasaunts— And  I  mind  aye  the  drink  o'  milk 
ye  gae  me  yon  day,  when  I  had  been  on  Arthur'f 
Seat  for  fbur-and-twenty  hours,  looking  for  the  ship 
that  somebody  was  sailing  in." 

These  words  recalled  to  Jeanic's  recollection,  ihiL 
in  fact,  she  had  been  one  morning  much  frightenea 
by  meeting  a  crazy  young  woman  near  her  father's 
house  at  an  early  hour,  and  that,  as  she  appeared  to 
be  harmless,  her  apprehension  had  been  changed  into 
pity,  and  she  had  relieved  the  unhappy  wanderer  with 
some  food,  which  she  devoured  with  the  haste  of  ■ 
famished  person.  The  incident^  trifling  in  itself,  was 
at  present  of  great  importance,  if  it  should  be  found 
to  have  made  a  favourable  and  permanent  impreflfioa 
on  the  mind  of  the  object  of  her  charily. 

"  Yes,"  said  Madge,  "I'll  tell  ye  all  about  it,  for  ye 
are  a  decent  man's  daughter— Douce  Davie  l)ean% 
ye  ken— and  maybe  ye'll  can  teach  me  to  find  out  the 
narrow  way,  and  the  strait  path:  for  I  have  beea 
burning  bricks  in  Egypt,  and  walking  through  tbs 
weary  wilderness  of  Sinai,  for  lang  and  mony  a  day. 
But  whenever  I  think  about  mine  errors,  I  am  like  lo 
cover  my  lips  for  shame."  Here  she  looked  up  and 
smiled.  "It's  a  strange  thing  now— I  hae  ppokt 
mair  gude  words  to  you  in  ten  minutes,  than  1  wad 
speak  to  my  mother  in  as  mony  years.  It's  no  that 
I  dinna  think  on  them— and  wniles  they  are  just  at 
my  tongue's  end  ]  but  then  comes  the  Devil,  and 
brushes  my  lips  with  his  black  wing,  and  lays  bis 
broad  black  loof  on  my  mouth— for  a  black  loof  it  ik 
Jeanie— and  sweeps  away  a'  my  gude  thoughts,  and 
dits  up  my  gude  words,  and  pits  a  whecn  fulc  sangi 
and  idle  vanities  in  their  place." 

"Try,  Madge,"  said  Jeanie,— "try  to  settle  your 
mind,  and  make  your  breast  clean,  and  you'll  fiiia 
your  heart  easier— Just  resist  the  devil,  arul  he  wi& 
Hee  from  you— and  mind  that,  as  my  worthy  father 
tells  me,  there  is  nae  devil  sae  decuitfu'  an  our  ain 
wandering  thoughts." 

"And  that's  true  too,  lass,"  said  Madge,  starting 
up;  "and  I'll  gan^  a  gate  where  the  devil  daurna 
follow  me;  and  it  s  a  gate  that  you  will  like  dearly 
to  gang— but  I'll  kepp  a  fast  baud  o'  your  arm,  for 
fear  Apollyon  should  stride  across  the  path,  aa  ba 
did  in  the  Pilgrim's  Progress." 

Acconlingly  she  got  up,  and,  taking  Jeanie  by  the 
arm,  began  to  walk  forward  at  a  great  pace ;  and 
soon,  to  her  companion's  no  small  joy,  came  into  a 
marked  path,  with  the  meanders  of  which  she 
seemed  pierfectly  acquainted.  Jeanie  endeavourtd  to 
bring  her  back  to  the  confes.«ional,  but  the  fancy 
was  gone  by.  In  fact,  the  mind  of  this  demngi^d  be» 
ing  resembled  nothing  so  much  as  a  quantity  of  dry 
leaves,  which  may  for  a  few  minutes  remain  still,  but 
arc  instantly  discomposed  and  put  in  motion  by  the 
first  casual  bn'ath  of  air.  Sho  had  now  got  John 
Bunyan*8  parable  into  her  head,  to  the  exclusion  ol 
every  thing  else,  and  on  she  went  with  great  vohibility. 

"  Did  ye  ne\-er  read  the  Pilgrim's  Progress?  And' 
you  shall  be  the  woman  Christian^  and  1  will  ba 
the  maiden  Mercy— for  ye  ken  Mercy  was  of  the 
fairer  countenance,  and  the  more  alluring  than  hei 
companion— and  if  I  had  my  little  messan  dog  htie, 
it  would  be  Great-Heart  their  guide,  ye  ken,  for  ha 
was  e'en  as  bauld,  that  he  wad  bark  at  oiiy  thins 
twenty  times  his  size;  and  that  was  e*en  the  death 
o'  hiin,  for  he  bit  Corporal  MacAlpine'fl  heels  aa 
i  mornrng  vihcn  Vi\e^  >n«;iq  \k»N2ML  ^^'^  ^  the  oiaid- 
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THE  HEART  OF  MID^LOTHilN. 


V  mmI  Gofpofil  MaeAlpme  killed  the  bit  faithla' 

tluog  mf  liis  Loehaber  axe--deil  pike  the  Highland 
CSo'himr 

"CM  Madge^"  said  Jeanie,  "ye  should  not  speak 
loeh  words."  . 

"It's  very  tree,'*  said  Madge,  shaking  her  head; 
"but  then  I  maunna  think  on  my  puir  bit  do^e, 
Snap,  when  I  sMfv  it  lying  dying  in  the  gutter.  BMt 
it's  just  as  weel,  for  it  sutfered  baith  cauld  and  hun- 
nr  when  it  was  living,  and  in  the  grave  there  is  rest 
tor  a'  ihiBgs-Hrest  for  the  doggie,  and  my  puir  bairn, 
•ndme.** 

'*Y<nir  bairn  T'  said  Jeanie,  conceivii^  that  by 
ipeakiog  on  such  a  topic,  supposing  it  to  be  a  real 
ODe,  she  oould  not  fail  to  bring  her  companion  to  a 
more  composed  temper. 

She  was  mistaken,  however,  for  Madge  coloured, 
and  replied  with  some  anger,  My  bairn  1  ay,  to  be 
sore,  lav  bairn.  Whatfor  shouldna  I  hae  a  bairn,  and 
ktee  a  bairn  too,  as  weel  as  your  bonny  tittie,  the 
Layof  St  Leonardos?" 

The  answer  struck  Jeanie  With  some  alarm,  and 
abe  was  anxious  to  soothe  the  irritation  she  had  un- 
wittingly given  occasion  to.  "I  am  very  sorry  for 
yow  misfortune" 

"Sorry?  v^at  wad  ye  be  sorry  for?"  answered 
M«^e.  "  The  bairn  was  a  blessing— that  is,  Jeanie, 
it  wtd  hae  been  a  blessing  if  it  badna  been  for  my 
nwdier  j  but  my  mother's  a  queer  woman.— Ye  see, 
there  was  an  auld  carle  wi*  a  bit  land,  and  a  gude 
cltt  o'  siller  besides, Just  the  very  picture  of  old  Mr. 
Fcebleinind  or  Mr.  Ready-to-halt,  that  Great-Heart 
delivered  from  Slaygood  the  giant,  when  he  was 
lifling  him  and  about  to  pick  his  bones,  for  Slaygood 
(vas  of  the  nature  of  the  flesh-eaters— and  Great- 
Heart  killed  Giant  Despair  too— but  I  am  doubting 
Giant  Despair's  come  alive  again,  for  a'  the  story 
fcook— I  find  him  busy  at  my  heart  whiles." 

"  Weei,  and  so  the  auld  carle,"— said  Jeanie,  for  she 
«a9  painfully  interested  in  getting  to  the  truth  of 
Blade's  history,  which  she  could  not  but  suspect 
v&a  10  some  extraordinary  way  linked  and  entwmed 
vitb  the  fate  of  her  sister.  She  was  also  desirousyf 
P(»»bie,  to  engage  her  companion  in  some  narrative 
woich  might  be  carried  on  m  a  lower  tone  of  voice. 
nr  she  was  in  great  apprehension  lest  the  elevated 
Dotes  of  Madge^s  conveiBation  ahould  direct  her 
BMtheror  the  robbers  in  search  of  them. 

**  And  so  the  auld  carle,"  said  Madge,  repeating  her 
•wds— "I  wish  you  had  seen  him  stoning  about,  aiF 
ie  leg  on  to  the  other,  wi'  a  kind  o'  dot-and-go-one 
•Mt  o'  motion,  as  if  ilk  ane  o'  his  twa  legs  had  be- 
bnged  lo  sindry  folk— But  Gentle  George  could  take 
nan  aff  brawly— Eh,  as  I  used  to  laugh  to  see  George 
pnR  hip-hop  like  him !— I  dinnaken,  I  think  I  laughed 
beartier  then  than  what  I  do  now,  though  maybe  no 
jufaaenuickle." 

And  who  was  G^tle  GJeorgeT'  said  Jeanie,  en- 
wvouring  to  bring  her  back  to  her  story. 

0,  he  was  Geordie  Robertson,  ye  ken,  when  he 
v*s  m  Edinburgh;  but  that's  no  his  right  name 

B«iher— His  name  is But  what  is  your  business 

*»  his  narael"  said  she,  as  if  upon  sudden  reoollec- 
*»g.  "  What  have  ye  to  do  asking  for  folk's  names  1 
^Hare  ye  a  mind  I  should  scour  my  knife  between 
lour  rtt)*,  as  ray  mother  says'?" 

Ai  this  was  spoken  with  a  menacing  tone  and  ges- 
we,  Jeanie  hastened  to  protest  Ijer  total  innocence 
M  purpoae  in  the  accidental  question  which  she  had 
*^  and  Madge  Wildfire  went  on  somewhat  pa^ 

**  Never  ask  folk's  names,  Jeanie— it's  no  civil— I 
toeaeen  half-a-doxen  o'  folk  in  my  mother's  at  anes, 

J  Sf  ?■  ""^  ®'  ^®"*  **'^  ^®  ^^^^  ^y  ^*'  name ; 
*oa  Daddie  Ratton  savs,  it  is  the  most  uncivil  thing 
J*J[.  be,  because  the  bailie  bodies  are  aye  asking 
•JhMios  auestionSi  when  ye  saw  sic  a  man,  or  sic  a 
JJ*n ;  and  if  ye  dinna  ken  their  names,  ye  ken  there 
*«  M  nae  mair  speer'd  about  it." 
.  i«i  what  strange  school,  thousht  Jeanie  to  herself; 
■«•  ihia  poor  creature  oecn  bred;  up,  where  such  re- 
FJ«  precautions  are  taken  aeainsi  the  pursuits  of 
Wel  What  would  my  father  or  Reuben  Butler 
«iok,  If  I  were  to  tell  them  share  acs  sic  folk  in  tha 


world  1  And  to  abuse  the  fltmplieity  of  this  demented 
creature !  O,  that  I  were  but  safe  at  heme  amang 
mine  ain  leal  and  true  people  1  and  I'll  bless  God, 
while  I  have  breath,  that  placed  me  amongst  those 
who  live  in  His  fear,  and  under  the  shadow  of  His 
wing. 

She  was  interrupted  by  the  insane  laugh  of  Madge 
Wildfire,  as  she  saw  a  magpie  hop  across  the  path. 

"  See  there  .'—that  was  the  gait  my  old  joe  used  to 
cross  the  country,  but  no  just  sae  lightly— he  hadna 
wings  to  help  his  auld  legs.  I  trow ;  but  I  behoved  to 
have  married  him  for  a  that,  Jeanie,  or  my  mother 
would  have  been  the  dead  o'  me.  But  then  came  in 
the  story  of  my  poor  bairn,  and  my  mother  thought 
he  wad 'be  deaved  wV  its  skirling,  and  she  pat  it  away 
in  below  the  bit  bourock  of  turfyonder,  just  to  be  out 
o'  the  gate;  and  I  think  she  buried  my  best  wits  with 
it,  for  I  have  never  been  just  myscll  smce.  And  only 
think,  Jeanie,  after  my  mother  had  been  at  a'  this 
pains,  the  auld  doited  body  Johnny  Drottle  turned  up 
his  nose,  and  ^adna-hae  aught  to  say  to  me!  But 
it's  little  I  care  for  him,  for  I  have  led  a  merry  life 
ever  since,  and  ne'er  a  braw  gentleman  looks  at  me 
but  ye  wad  think  he  was  gaun  to  drop  off  his  horse 
for  mere  bve  of  me.  I  have  kend  some  o^  them  put 
their  hand  in  their  pocket,  and  gie  me  as  muckle  as 
sixpence  at  a  time,  just  for  my  weel-faurd  face." 

•This  speech  gave  Jeanie  a  dark  insight  into  Madge's 
history.  She  bad  been  courted  by  a  wealthy  suitor, 
whose  addresses  her  mother  had  favoured,  notwith- 
standing the .  objection  of  old  age  snd  aefomWty. 
She  had  been  seduced  by  some  profligate,  and,  to 
conceal  her  shame  and  promote  the  advantageous 
match  she  had  planned,  her  mother  had  not  hesitated 
to  destroy  the  ofispring  of  tkeir  intrigue.  That  the 
consequence  should  be  the  total  derangement  ef  a 
mind  which  waa  constitutionally  unsettled  by  giddi* 
ness  and  vanity,  was  extremely  natural :  and  such 
was,  in  fact,  the  history  of  Madge  Wildfire  s  insanity. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

8o  tne  (torn  danger,  ftee  from  f^ar, 

They  orou'd  the  court— riftit  flad  they  were. 

CBBlSTABBt. 

PuBsumo  the  path  which  Madge  had  chosen,  Jea- 
nie Deans  observed,  to  her  no  small  dehght,  that 
marks  of  more  cultivation  appeared,  aAd  the  thatched 
roofs  of  houses,  vtrith  their  blue  smoke  arising  in 
little  columns,  were  seen  embosomed  in  a  tuft  of  trees 
at  some  distance.  The  track  led  in  that  direction, 
and  Jeanie  therefore  resolved,  while  Madge  conti- 
nued to  pursue  it,  that  she  would  ask  bei'no  questions 
having  had  the  penetration  to  observe,  that  by  doing 
so  she  ran  the  risk  of  irritating  her  guides  or  awaken 
ing  sufTOcions,  to  the  impressions  of  which,  persons 
in  Madge's  imsettled  state  of  mind  are  particularly 
liable. 

*Madge  therefore,  nnintennpted,  went  on  with  the 
wild  disjointed  chat  whicn  her  rambhng  imagination 
suggested :  a  mood  in  which  she  was  much  more 
communicative  respecting  her  own  history,  and  that 
of  others,  than  when  there  was  any;  attempt  made, 
by  direct  queries,  or  cross-examinations,  to  extract 
information  on  these  subjects. 

"  It's  a  queer  thing,'/  she  said,  "  but  whiles  I  can 
speak  about  the  bit  bairn  and  the  rest  of  it,  just  as  if 
it  bad  been  another  bodv's,  and  no  my  ain ;  and  whiles 
I  am  like  to  break  my  heart  about  it— Had  you  ever 
a  baim^  Jeanie  1" 

Jeanie  repUed  in  the  negative. 

"  Ay :  but  your  sister  had,  though— and  I  ken  what 
came  o' t  too." 

"  In  the  name  of  heavenly  mCTcy,"  said  Jeanie,  for 
getting  the  line  of  conduct  which  she  had  hitherto 
adopted.  "  tell  me  but  what  became  of  that  unfortu- 
nate babe,  and"— 

Madge  stopt,  looked  at  her  gravely  and  fixedly,  and 
then  broke  into  a  great  fit  of  laughing— "Aha,  lass,— 
catch  me  if  you  can— I  think  it's  easy  to  gar  you  trow 
ony  thing.— How  suld  1  ken  ony  thing  o'  your  sister's 
wean  7  Lasses  suld  haenaething  to  do  wi' weans 
till  they  are  married— and  then  a'  the  gossips  and 
cummers  come  in  mod  £Mst  as  if  it  wersthobkthest 
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day  in  the  WBrid-^TbeT  nfmudeiia*  bainm  are  wed 
guided.  I  wot  that  wasaa  trae  of  your  tittie's  and 
mine ;  but  these  are  sad  tales  to  teU—I  maun  Just 
aing  a  bit  to  keep  up  my  heart—It's  a  sans  that  Gen- 
tle George  made  on  me  lang  syne,  when  i  went  with 
him  to  Lockington  wake,  to  see  him  act  upon  a  stage, 
in  fine  clothes  with  the  player  folk.  He  might  have 
dune  waur  than  married  me  that  night  as  he  pro- 
mised—better wed  over  the  mizen*  as  over  the  moor, 
as  they  say  in  Yorkshire— he  may  gang  further  and 
'are  waur—but  that's  a'  ane  to  the  sang, 

Tm  Madfe  of  the  ooantrT,  I'm  Madge  of  the  town. 
And  I'm  Madm  of  Uie  lad  l  am  blithect  to  own— 
Ttie  Lady  of  Beever  in  diamond*  majr  ahine, 
Rut  has  not  a  heajt  half  ao  lifhteome  m  mine. 

*  I  am  Qaeeo  of  the  Wake,  and  I'm  Ladjr  of  Maf , 
And  I  lead  the  Uithe  rior  round  the  Mar-pole  tO'daji 
Tho  wild-Ore  that  flaahea  m  flair  and  m  tree, 
Woi  never  so  bright,  or  ao  bonny,  as  me.' 

**  I  like  that  the  best  o*  a'  my  sangs,"  continued  the 
maniac,  "because  ht  made  it  *  I  am  often  singing  it, 
and  that's  maybe  the  reason  folk  ca'  me  Madge  Wild- 
fire. I  aye  answer  to  the  name,  though  it's  no  my 
ain,  for  what's  the  use  of  making  a  fash  T 

'  But  ye  shouldna  sing  upon  the  Sabbath  at  least," 
•aid  Jeanie,  who,  amid  all  her  distress  and  anxiety, 
couid  not  help  being  scandalited  at  the  deportment 
of  her  companion,  especially  as  they  now  approached 
near  to  the  little  village. 

"Ay!  is  this  SunoayT*  said  Madge.  "My mo- 
ther leads  sic  a  life,  wi'  turning  night  into  day,  that 
ane  loses  a'  ootmt  o'  the  days  <r  the  week,  and  disna 
ken  Sunday  frae  Saturday.  Besides,  it's  a'  your 
whiggery— m  England,  folk  sinjs  when  they  like— 
Andthen,  jt  ken,  you  are  Christiana,  and  I  am  Mer- 
cy—and ye  ken,  as  they  went  on  their  way,  they 
sang."- And  she  immediately  raised  one  of  John 
Bimyan's  ditties  ^- 

"  He  that  ii  down  need  fear  do  ten, 
.  He  that  is  low  no  pride ; 
Be  that  ie  hnmble  ever  shall 
Have  God  tor  be  hia  goide. 

"  FulneM  to  such  a  burthen  is 

That  go  on  pilgrimage ; 
Here  little,  and  hereafter  bUai, 

Is  best  fhun  age  to  age. 

**  And  do  ye  l^en,  Jeanie,  I  think  there's  much  troth 
In  that  book,  the  Pilgrim's  Progress.  The  boy  that 
aings  that  song  was  feeding  his  father's  sheep  m  the 
Valley  of  Humiliation,  and  Mr.  Great-Heart  says, 
lltat  he  lived  a  merrier  life,  and  had  more  of  the  herb 
called  heart's  ease  in  his  bosom,  than  they  that  wear 
silk  and  velvet  like  me,  and  are  as  bonny  as  I  am." 

Jeanie  Deans  had  never  read  the  fanciful  and  de- 
lightful parable  to  which  Madge  alluded.  Bunyan 
was,  indeed,  a  rigid  Calvinist,  but  then  he  was  also 
a  member  of  a  Baptist  congregation,  so  that  his 
works  had  no  place  on  David  Deans's  shelf  of  divi- 
nity. Madge,  however,  at  sometime  of  her  life,  had 
been  well  acquainted,  as  it  appeared,  with  the  most 
popular  of  his  performances,  which,  indeed,  rarely 
fans  to  make  a  deep  impression  upon  children,  and 
people  of  the  lower  rank. 

"1  am  sure,"  she  continued,  "I,may  weel  say  I  am 
come  out  of  the  city  of  Destruction,  for  my  mother 
is  Mrs.  Bat's-eyes,  that  dwells  at  Deadman's  Comer; 
and  Frank  Levitt,  and  'Tyburn  Tam,  they  may  be 
likened  to  Mistrust  and  Guilt,  that  came  galloping 
up,  and  struck  the  poor  pilgrim  to  the  ground  with  a 
great  club,  and  stole  a  bag  of  silver,  which  was  most 
of  hi?  spending  money,  and  so  have  they  done  to 
many,  and  will  do  to  more.  But  now  we  will  gang 
to  the  Interpreter's  house,  for  I  ken  a  man  that  will 
play  the  Interpreter  right  weel ;  for  he  has  eyes  lifted 
vp  to  heaven,  the  best  of  books  in  his  hand,  the  law 
of  truth  written  on  his  lips,  and  he  stands  as  if  he 
pleaded  wi'  men— O  if  i  had  minded  what  he  had 
said  to  me,  I  had  never  been  the  cast-away  creature 
that  I  am !— But  it  is  all  over  now.— But  we'll  knock 
at  the  gate,  and  then  the  keeper  will  admit  Christiana, 
but  Mercy  will  he  left  out— and  then  I'll  stand  at  the 
door  trembling  and  crying,  and  then  Christiana— 

*  A  htvtietv  proverb,  signifying,  better  wed  a  neighbour  than 
•<M  fetohad  mm  a  dislanct.~H2jDeD  aicniOM  dnnghitL 


that's  yon,  Jeanie— iHD  interoede  for  me :  and  ikcA 
Mercy— that's  m&  ye  ken— will  faint;  and  thea  th* 
Interpreter— yes,  the  Interpreter,  that's  Mr.  Stamtoa 
himself,  will  come  out  and  take  me— that's  poor,  lost, 
demented  me— by  the  hand,  and  give  me  a  pomcsr* 
nate,  and  a  piece  of  honeycomb,  and  a  smaH  bottW 
of  spirits,  to  stay  my  fainting— and  then  the  goo4 
times  will  come  back  again,  and  we^U  be  the  hnppwomt 
folk  you  ever  saw."  - 

In  the  midst  of  the  confused  assemblage  of  ideas 
indicated  in  this  speech,  Jeanie  thought  she  aavr  si 
serious  piupose  on  the  part  of  Madge,  to  endeavow 
to  obtain  the  pardon  and  cocmtenanee  of  some  one 
whom  she  had  offended ;  an  attempt  the  most  likely 
of  all  others  to  bring  them  once  more  into  contact 
with  law  and  legal  protection.  She,  therefore^  ra- 
solved  to  be  guided  by  her  white  she  was  in  so  hope- 
ful a  disposition,  and  act  for  her  own  safety  acccra- 
ingto  circumstances. 

They  were  now  ck>se  by  the  village  one  of  thoee 
beautinil  scenes  whiph  are  so  often  round  hi  merrY 
Eni^and,  where  the  cottagesk  instead  of  being  built 
in  two  direct  lines  on  each  side  of  a  dusty  high-roM^ 
stand  in  detached  groups,  interspersed  not  only  whh 
large  oaks  and  elms,  but  with  fruit-trees,  ao  many  of 
which  were  at  this  time  in  ffourish,  that  the  Krora 
seemed  enamelled  with  their  crimson  and  white  bloe- 
soms.  In  the  centre  of  the  hamlet  stood  the  pariah 
church  and  its  little  Gothic  tower,  f^om  which  at 
present  was  heard  the  Sunday  chime  of  beHs. 

^  We  vrill  wait  here  until  the  folk  are  a'  in  the 
church— they  ea'  the  kirk  a  church  in  j^gfand^ 
Jeanie,  be  sure  you  mind  that— for  if  1  was  gaim  for- 
ward amimg  tnem,  a'  the  gaitts  o^  boys  and  laaeta 
wad  be  crying  at  Madge  Wildfire's  tail,  the  little  beO- 
rakere !  and  the  beadle  would  be  as  hard  upon  aa  aa 
if  it  was  our  fault.  I  like  their  skirling  as  ill  ae  be 
does,  I  can  tell  him;  I'm  sure  I  often  wish  there  waa 
a  het  peat  doun  then:  throats  when  they  set  than  iq> 
that  gate." 

Conscious  of  the  disorderly  appearance  of  her  own 
dress  after  the  adventure  of  the  preceding  night,  ariMl 
of  the  grotesque  habit  and  demeanour  m  Yvk  guides 
and  sensible  now  important  it  was  to  secure  an  at^ 
tentive  and  patient  audience  to  her  strange  story  from 
some  one  who  mi^ht  have  the  means  to  protect  her^ 
Jeanie  readily  acquiesced  in  Madge's  proposal  to  reat 
under  the  trees,  by  which  they  were  stiu  somewhat 
screened,  until  the  commencement  of  service  should 
give  them  an  opportimity  of  entering  the  hamlet 
without  attracting  a  crowd  around  them.  She  made 
the  less  opposition,  Uiat  Madge  had  intimated  that 
this  was  not  the  viflage  where  her  mother  was  in 
custody,  and  that  the  two  squires  of  the  pad  were  ab- 
sent in  a  different  direction. 

She  sate  herself  down,  i^entfore,  at  the  foot  of  an 
oak,  and  bv  the  assistance  of  a  placid  fountain  vrhich 
had  been  dammed  up  for  the  use  of  the  viDagera,  and 
which  served  her  as  a  natural  mirror,  she  began— ne 
imcommon  thing  with  a  Scottish  maiden  of  her 
rank- to  arrange  her  toilette  in  the  open  air,  and 
bring  her  drees,  soiled  and  disordered  as  it  was^  into 
such  order  as  the  place  and  circumstances  admitted. 

She  soon  perceived  reason,  however,  to  regret  that 
she  had  set  about  this  task,  however  decent  and  ne- 
cessary, in  the  present  time  and  society.  Madge 
Wiklme,  who,  among  other  indications  of  insanity, 
had  a  most  overweening  opinion  of  those  charma,  to 
which,  in  fact  she  had  owed  her  misery,  and  whose 
mind,  like  a  raft  upon  a  lake,  was  amtatea  and  driven 
about  at  random  by  each  fresh  impulse,  no  sooner  be- 
held Jeanie  begin  to  arrange  her  hair,  place  her  bonnet 
in  order,  rub  the  dust  from  her  shoes  and  dothea,  ad- 
just her  neck-handkerchief  and  mittens,  and  so  forth, 
than  vrith  imitative  zeal  she  began  to  bedisea  ana 
trick  herself  out  with  shreds  and  remnants  of  beg-, 
garly  finery,  which  she  took  out  of  a  little  bundia,  and 
which,  when  disposed  around  her  person,  made  her 
appearance  ten  times  nx>re  fantastic  and  apish  that 
it  had  been  before. 

Jeanie  groaned  in  sphit,  but  dared  not  interfere  im 
a  matter  so  delicate.  Across  the  man's  c^  or  ridinc 
hat  which  she  wore,  Madge  placed  abroken  and  soiled 
white  fieather,  intersected  with  one  which  had  ham 
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ihd  from  the  train  of  a  peacock.  To  her  dreea,  which 
WIS  a  kind'  of  riding-habit,  afae  stiched,  pinned,  and 
otherwise  aecored,  a  large  furbelow  of  artificial  flow- 
era,  all  cntahed,  wrinkled  and  dirty,  which  had  first 
bedecked  a  lady  of  quality,  then  descended  to  her 
AbtgaiL  and  dazzled  tne  inmateeofthe  senrants'-hall. 
A  tawdry  scarf  of  vellow  silk,  trimmed  with  tinsel 
and  spaDgleSi  which  had  seen  as  hard  service,  and 
boaatod  as  honourable  a  transmission,  was  next  flung 
OTer  one  shoulder,  and  fell  across  her  person  in  the 
manner  of  a  shoulder-belt,  or  baldrick.  Madge  then 
stripped  off  the  coarse  ordinary  shoes  which  she  wore 
and  replaced  them  by  a  pair  of  dirty  satin  ones,  span- 
fded  and  embroidered  to  match  tne  scarf,  and  fur- 
nished with  very  hi{di  heels.  She  had  cut  a  willow 
switch  in  her  morning's  walk,  almost  as  long  as  a 
boy's  fishing-rod.  This  she  set  herself  seriously  to 
peel,  and  when  k  was  transformed  into  such  a  wand 
as  the  Treasurer  or>  High  Steward  bears  on  public 
occasions,  she  told  Jeanie  that  she  thought  they  now 
looked  decent,  as  young  women  should  do  upon  the 
Sunday  morning,  and  that  as  the  bells  had  done  ring- 
tog,  she  was  wimng  to  conduct  her  to  the  Interpreters 
bouse. 

Jeanie  siehed  heavily,  to  think  it  should  be  her  lot 
on  the  Loro^s  day^  and  during  kirk-time  too,  to  parade 
the  street  of  an  inhabited  village  with  so  very  gro- 
tesQue  a  comrade ;  but  necessity  ^ad  no  law,  since, 
wiuiout  a  positive  quarrel  with  the  madwoman,  which, 
to  the  circumstances,  would  have  been  very  unadvi- 
aable  she  could  see  no  means  of  shaking  herself  free 
of  her  society. 

As  for  poor  Madgei  she  was  completely  elated  with 
personal  vanity,  and  the  most  perfect  satisfaction 
eoncerning  her  own  dazzling  dress,  and  superior  ap- 
'  pearance.  They  entered  the  hamlet  without  being  ob- 
served, except  by  one  old  woman,  who,  being  nearly 
*'  bigfa-gravel  blmd."  was  only  conscious  that  some- 
thing very  :fine  and  glittering  was  passing  by,  and 
dropped  as  <leep  a  reverence  to  Madge  as  she  would 
have  done  to  a  Countess.  This  filled  up  the  measure 
of  Madge's  self-approbatioA.  She  minced,  she  am- 
bled, she  smiled,  she  simpered,  and  waved  Jeanie 
l>eana  forward  with  the  condescension  of  a  noble 
^ptroTU,  who  has  undertaken  the  charge  of  a  coun- 
try miss  on  her  first  journey  to  the  capital. 

Jeanie  followed  in  patience,  and  witn  her  eyes  fixed 
on  die  ground,  that  she  might  save  herself  tne  mor- 
tification of  seeing  her  companion's  absurdities;  but 
ahe  started  when,  ascending  two  or  three  steps,  she 
found  herself  in  the  churchyard,  and  saw  that  Madge 
Wis  making  straight  for  the  door  of  the  church.  As 
Jeanie  had  no  mind  to  enter  the  congregation  in  such 
company,  she  walked  aside  from  the  pathway,  and 
i^id  in  a  decided  tone,  **  Madge,  I  will  wait  here  till 
the  church  oomes  out— yon  may  go  in  by  yourself  if 
you  have  a  mind." 

As  she  spoke  these  words,  she  was  about  to  seat 
herself  upon  one  of  the  gravestones. 

Madge  was  a  little  before  Jeanie  when  she  turned 
aside ;  out  suddenly  changing  her  course,  she  follow- 
ed her  with  long  strides,  ana,  with  every  feature  in- 
tlameil  with  passion,  overtook  and  seized  her  by  the 
arin.    "  Do  ye  think,  ye  ungratefu'  wretch,  that  I  am 

faun  to  let  you  sit  doun  upon  my  father's  grave? 
.  he  deil  setUe  ye  doun ;— if  ye  dinna  rise  and  come 
mto  the  Interpreter's  house,  that's  the  house  of  God, 
wr  me,  but  I'll  rive  every  dud  aff  your  back  V* 

She  adapted  the  action  to  the  phrase ;  for  with  one 
Clutch  she  stripped  Jeanie  of  her  straw  bonnet  and  a 
handful  of  her  hair  to  boot,  and  threw  it  up  into  an 
•Id  yew  tree,  where  it  stuck  fast  Jeanie's  first  im- 
pulse was  to  scream,  but  conceiving  she  might  receive 
aeaoly  harm  before  she  could  obtain  the  assistance  of 
5»y  one,  notwithstanding  the  vicinity  of  the  church, 
.  »e  thought  it  wiser  to  follow  the  madwoman  into 
the  congregation,  where  she  might  find  some  means 
or  escape  from  her,  or  at  least  be  secured  against  her 
violence.  But  when  she  meekly  intimated  her  con- 
Mot  to  follow  Madge,  her  guide's  uncertain  brain  had 
cught  another  train  of  ideas.  She  held  Jeanie  fast 
^itli  une  hand,  and  with  the  other  pointed  to  the  in- 
•^.Tipiion  on  the  gravcstona  and  commanded  her  to 
"••du.   Jeanie  obeyed,  and  read  these  words  :— 


"This  MoNmABm*  was  ebected  to  the  MemOiiy 
OP  Donald  MiTitoocKsoN  op  thS  King's  xxvi.,  on 
Cambbonian  Regiment,  j||bincebe  Chbistian,  a 
BRAVE  Soldier,  and  a  HHsfvl  Servant,  by  his 

ORATBPtTL  AND  SOBBOWIMO  MASTER,  KOBERT  StAUN- 
TON. 

**It's  very  weel  read,  Jeanie:  it's  just  the  very 
words,"  said  Madge,  whose  ire  had  now  faded  into 
deep  melancholy,  and  with  a  step,  which,  to  Jeanie's 
great  joy,  was  uncommonl/ quiet  and  mournful,  she 
led  her  companion  towards  the  door  of  the  church. 

It  was  one  of  those  old-fashionnd  Gothic  parish 
churches  which  are  frequent  in  England,  the  moR" 
cleanly,  decent,  atid  reverential  places  of  worship 
that  are,  perhaps,  anywhere  to  be  round  in  the  Chris- 
tian world.  Vet,  notwithstanding  the  decent  so- 
lemnity of  its  exterior,  Jeanie  was  too  faithful  to  the 
directory  of  the  Presbyterian  kirk,  to  have  entered  a 
prelatic  place  of  worship,  and  would,  upon  any  other 
occasion,  have  thought  that  she  beheld  in  the  porch 
the  venerable  figure  of  her  father  waving  her  back 
from  the  entrance,  and  pronouncing  in  a  solemn  tone, 
"Cease,  my  child,  to  hear  the  instruction  which 
causeth  to  err  from  the  words  of  knowledge."  But 
in  her  present  agitating  and  alarming  situation,  she 
looked  for  safety  to  this  forbidden  place  of  assembly, 
as  the  hunted  animal  will  sometimes  seek  shelter 
from  imminent  danger  in  the  human  habitation,  or 
in  other  places  of  refuge  most  alien  to  its  nature  and 
habits.  Not  even  the  sound  of  the  organ,  and  of 
one  or  two  flutes  which  accompanied  the  psalmody, 
prevented  her  from  following  her  guide  into  ithe 
chancel  of  the  church.    ^ 

No  sooner  had  Madge  put  her  foot  upon  the  pave- 
ment, and  become  sensible  that  she  was  the  object 
of  attention  to  the  spectators,  than  she  resumed  all 
the  fantastic  extravagance  of  deoortment  which 
some  transient  touch  of  melancholy  had  banished 
for  an  instant.  She  swam  rather  than  walked  up 
the  centre  aisle,  dragging  Jeanie  after  her.  whom  she 
held  fast  by  the  hanoT  She  would,  indeed  have  fain 
slipped  aside  into  the,  pew  nearest  to  the  door,  and 
left  Mad^e  to  ascend  in  her  own  manner  and  alone, 
to  the  high  places  of  the  synagogue ;  but  this  was 
impossible,  without  a  degree  of  violent  resistanct^ 
which  seemed  to  her  incoiMistent  with  the  time  and 
place,  and  she  was  accordingly  led  in  captivity  up 
the  whole  length  of  the  church  by  her  grotesque  con- 
ductress, who,  with  half-shut  eyes,  a  prim  smile  upon 
her  lips,  and  a  mincing  motion  with  her  hands, 
which  corresponded  with  the  delicate  and  affcctea 
pace  at  which  she  was  pleased  to  move^  seemed  to 
take  the  general  stare  of  the  congregation,  which 
such  an  exhibition  necessarily  excited,  as  a  high 
compHment,  and  which  she  returned  by  nods  and 
half  curtsies  to  individuals  amongst  the  audience, 
whom  she  seemed  to  distinguish  as  acquaintances. 
Her  absurdity  was  enhanced  in  the  eyes  of  the  spec- 
tators by  the  strange  contrast  which  she  formed  to 
her  comnanion,  who,  with  dishevelled  hair,  downcast 
eyea,  ana  a  face  glowing  with  shame,  was  dragged, 
as  it  were,  in  triumph  after  her. 

Madge's  airs  were  at  length  fortunately  cut  short 
by  her  encountering  in  her  progress  the  looks  of  the 
clergyman,  who  fixed  upon  her  a  glance,  at  once 
steady,  compassionate,  and  admonitory.  She  hastily 
opened  an  emnty  pew  which  happened  to  be  near 
her,  and  entered,  drag^ng  in  Jeanie  after  her.  Kick- 
ing Jeanie  on  the  sTunflk  by  way  of  hint  that  she 
should  follow  her  example,  she  sunk  her  head  upon 
her  hand  for  the  space  or  a  minute.  Jeanie,  to  whom 
this  posture  of  mental  devotion  was  entirely  new,  did 
not  attempt  to  do  the  like,  but  looked  round  her  with 
a  bewildered  starei,  which  her  neighbours,  judging 
from  the  company  in  which  they  saw  her,  very  nam- 
rally  ascribed  to  insanity.  Every  person  m  their  im- 
mediate vicinity  drew  back  from  this  extraordinary 
Couple  as  far  as  the  limits  of  their  pew  permitted : 
but  ene  old  man  could  not  get  beyond  Madge's  reach, 
ere  she  had  snatched  the  prayer-book  from  his  hand 
and  ascertained  the  lesson  of  the  day.  She  theu 
turned  up  the  ritual,  and  with  the  most  overstrained 
enthusiasm  of  gesture  and  manner,  showed  Jean^ 
the  passages  as  they  were  read  in  the  service  ma- 
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kincr,  nt  the  panic  tinic,hcrownr«>ponflos  so  loud  as 
lo  hi'  IkJinl  nlKivi;  tlio:Hi  of  fvcry  otru.r  I'crson. 

Noiui!!i.«i!ini!inji  liie  sham-j  and  vexation  which 
Jvniw.  felt  in  Uiiii;  tUufl  cxpoHcd  in  a  plae«J  of  wor- 
ship, dhc  run  M  not  dinf  (iuret  not  omit  rallying  her 
n)?rit9  f")  as  to  |'»ok  around  ht-r,  and  consider  to  whom 
sIk?  oiiL'lit  ro  r.pp^al  for  protection  so  iw>on  as  theser- 
vifi.'  j'liould  be  conclnd»(l.  Hor  first  ideas  naturally 
fixpd  upon  ill'?  c:lcra;ynian,  and  she  was  contirmed  in 
•he  resolution  Uy  ohfi-rvinj*  that  he  was  an  agedgen- 
'  til  man,  of  a  (]i:inifit;d  appearance  and  deportment, 
^vho  r<:;ul  the  sorvice  witn  an  undisturbed  and  decent 
prav:tv,  which  hroiiirht  back  to  becoming  attention 
Ihosr  yninu' r  membirsof  thecoHKregation  who  had 
b'V'u  (Isslurbi-^l  bv  the  extravagant  behaviour  of  Madge 
Wild  lire.  To  tlie  cUrgynian,  therefore,  Jeanie  re- 
Folvi-d  to  make  her  appeal  when  the  ser^'ice  was 
ovrr. 

It  is  true  she  felt  disposed  to  be  shocked  at  his  sur- 
pli(.j%  of  which  she  had  beard  so  niucli,  but  which 
Flic  bad  nev«.r  se«.n  upon  the  person  of  a  preacher  of 
thi?  word.  Tln.'n  sh*'  was  confused  by  the  change  of 
potrture  adopted  in  difHrent  parts  of  the  ritual,  the 
more  so  as  Ma«lge  Wildfire,  lo  whom  they  Sfrenu»d 
familiar,  took  the  opportunity  to  exercise  autbprity 
«)ver  her,  palling  hi:r  up  and  pushing  her  down  with  n 
bustling  as-'iduity,  which  Jeanie  felt  must  make  them 
both  objects  of  pamful  attention.  Put  notwithstand- 
ing ihcsi-  prejudiecs,  it  was  her  prudent  res<dulion.  in 
this  dilununa,  to  imitate  as  nearly  as  she  could  what 
was  done  around  htr.  The  prophet,  she  thought, 
pnnnitiod  \aaman  the  Syrian  to  bow  even  in  the 
hou^.^  of  Rimrnon.  Suroly  if  I,  in  this  strait,  wor- 
■li;i>  the  Goil  of  my  fathers  in  mine  own  language, 
&!thou:;;h  the  manner  thereof  be  s.rang}  to  me,  tho 
Lord  will  pardon  me  in  this  thing. 

In  this  resolution  she  became  so  much  confirmed, 
thai,  withdrawing  herself  from  Mad^e  as  far  as  the 
pew  p^^rmitted,  hlie  endeavoured  to  evince,  by  serious 
ond  undi-viating  attention  to  what  was  passing,  that 
hnr  mind  was  coinj)Oseti  to  devotion.  Her  tormentor 
would  not  long  have  permitted  her  to  remain  quiet, 
but  fatigue  over[>owerod  her,  and  she  fell  fast  asleep 
in  the  other  corner  of  the  pew. 

Jt'ani'',  though  her  mind  in  her  own  despite  soinc- 
tmi'-s  nverteci  to  her  situation,  compelled  hcvself 
to  give  attimtioii  to  a  sensible,  energetic,  and  well- 
composcil  discourse,  upon  the  practical  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  whieh  she  could  not  help  approving,  al- 
though it  was  evcrv  word  written  down  and  read  by 
the  preacher,  and  although  it  was  dehvered  in  a  tone 
and  gr^sture  Very  ditfi-nMit  from  those  of  lioanergcs 
Stormhcaven,  woo  was  her  father  s  favourite  preacher. 
Tho  HL-rious  and  placid  attention  with  which  Jeanie 
lisrenif  I,  did  not  escape  the  cb-rgyman.  3Iiulge  Wild- 
fire* s  cut  ranee  had  rendered  him  apprehensive  of 
some  disturbance,  to  provide  against  which,  as  far  as 
possible,  he  oik-n  turned  his  eyes  to  the  part  of  the 
church  wlure  Jeanie  and  she  were  placed,  and  be- 
came soon  aware  that,  although  the  loss  of  her  head- 
gear, and  the  a wkwardness  of  iier  situation,  had  given 
■  n  uncornnioii  and  an  xi«ni3  air  to  the  features  of  the  for- 
]iier,  y-.i  shv  was  in  a  statcof  mind  very  diircrent  from 
tnat  of  licrcomp'inion.  Whirii  he  dismissed  the  con- 
prcKuJio'i,  he  obsirvetl  ber  look  around  viiih  a  wild 
and  tirrirli'd  look,  an  if  uncertain  what  course  she 
ought  to  adopt,  and  noticed  that  she  approached  one 
or  two  of  the  most  dtcent  of  the  congregation,  as  if 
to  address  them,  and  then  shrunk  ba<'k  timidly,  on 
observing  that  they  S'jeined  to  shun  and  to  avoid  ner. 
'rhf>  ( lerL'yiiian  was  sati>ti(.d  there  must  be  something 
c.xtraordii'iary  in  all  this,  and  as  a  benevolent  man, 
as  Well  us  a  g«>o<l  Christian  pastor,  he  resolved  to  in- 
quire into  the  matter  more  minutely. 


CHAPTER  XXXIl. 


-  Tlir'.'  ffox-pni'il  in  thnt  yttnr 


A  utern.  utoul  churl— an  anrry  ovrriicor.— Ckarbb. 

WHiueMr.  Staunton,  for  snch  was  this  worthy  cler- 
0ymati*B  wime,  was  laying  aside  his  gown  in  the  ves- 
/O',  Jeanie  K-aft  in  tho  act  of  coming  to  an  open  rup- 


"W^e  must  return  to  Mummei's  bam  directly," 
said  3Iadge ;  *'  we  U  be  ower  late,  and  my  mother  will 
be  angry." 

"1  am  not  going  back  with  you,  Madge,"  said  Jea- 
nie, taking  out  a  guinea,  and  offering  it  to  her;  "I 
am  much  obliged  to  you,  but  I  niaun  gang  my  ain 
road.' 

"  And  me  coming  a'  this  wav  out  o^  my  gate  to 
pleasure  you,  yeungratefu'  cutiy,^'  answered  3fadgei 

and  me  to  be  brained  bv  my  mother  when  I  gang 
hame.  and  a'  for  your  sake !— But  I  will  gar  ye  as 
good' — 

"  For  God's'snke,"  said  Jeanie,  to  a  man  who  stood 
beside  them,  "  keep  her  otf!— she  is  mad." 

"Ey,  ey,"  answertd  the  boor:  |'I  hae  some  gaess 
of  that,  and  1  trow  thou  be  st  a  bird  of  the  same  fea- 
ther.—Howsomever,  Madtje,  I  redd  thee  keep  hand  off 
her.  or  Vse  lend  thee  a  whisttr-poop." 

Several  of  tliK  lower  class  of  the  parishioners  now 
gathercnl  round  the  strangers,  and  the  cry  arose  among 
the  boys,  that  *'  there  was  a-going  to  be  a  fite  iH^tween 
mad  ^ladge  I^Iurdockson  and  another  B<:ss  of  Bed- 
lam.'* Hut  while  the  fry  assembled  with  the  hnniane 
hope  of  s<;eing  as  mueh  of  the  fun  as  pt)^tible,  the 
laced  cocked-hat  of  the  beadle  was  di.scerm-d  among 
the  multitude,  and  all  made  way  for  thai  pi'rson  of 
awful  authority.    His  first  address  was  to  Madge. 

"What's  bro'ug}it  tbi*e  back  again,  thou  silly  don- 
not,  to  plague  this  parish  7  Hast  thou  brought  ony 
more  bastards  wi'  thee  to  lay  lo  honest  men's  doors? 
or  does  iliou  think  to  burden  us  with  ihisgoOsc,-that^s 
as  gare-oraincd  as  ihyscll,  as  if  rates  were  no  lip 
enow  ?  Away  wi'  thee  to  thy  thief  of  a  mother;  she's 
fast  in  the  stocks  at  Barkston  town-end— Away  wi* 
ye  out  o'  the  parish,  or  I' so  be  at  ye  with  the  raian." 

Madgn  stood  sulky  for  a  minute;  but  she  had  been 
too  often  taught  submission  to  the  beadle's  authority 
by  ungentle  means,  to  feel  courage  enough  to  dis> 
pute  it. 

"And  my  mother— mv  puir  nuld  mother,  is  in  lh« 
stocks  at  Barkston !— This  is  a'  your  wyte,  Miss 
Jeanie  Deans;  but  I'll  l»e  upsides  wi*  you,  as  sure  as 
my  name's  Madge  Wildfire— I  mean  Munioekson — 
God  help  me,  I  forget  my  very  name  in  this  confused 
waste!" 

So  saving,  she  turned  upon  her  heel,  and  went  oflj 
followed  by  all  the  mischievous  imps  of  the  village, 
some  crying, '"  Madge,  canst  thou  tell  thy  name  yet  T* 
some  pulling  the  skirts  of  hf  r  dress,  and  nil,  to  the 
best  of  their  strength  and  ingenuity,  exercising  some 
new  device  or  other  to  exasperate  her  into  frcniv. 

Jtanie  saw  her  departure  with  infinite  dehght, 
though  she  wished,  that,  in  some  way  or  other,  she 
cquld  have  rc^iuited  the  service  Madge  had  confiTred 
upon  her. 

In  the  meantime,  she  applied  to  the  bea<]lo  to  know, 
whether  "  there  was  any  house  in  the  viiliige,  where 
she  could  be  civilly  entertained  for  her  m(mey,  and 
whether  she  could  be  permitted  to  speak  to  the  clcr^ 
gym  an  7" 

I' Ay.  ay,  we'sc  ha'  reverend  care  on  thee;  and  I 
think,'  answered  the  man  of  constituted  authority, 
"  that,  unless  thou  answer  the  Rector  all  the  better, 
we'sc  spare  thy  money,  and  gie  thee  lodging  ai  the 
parish  charge,  young  woman. 

"Where  am  I  to  go  then 7"  said  Jeanie,  in  some 
alarm. 

"  Why,  I  am  to  take  thee  to  his  Reverence,  in  ths 
first  place,  to  gie  an  account  o*  thysell,  and  to  scCi 
thou  comena  to  l>e  a  burden  upon  the  parish.'* 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  burden  any  one,"  replic<l  Jeanie; 
"I  have  enough  for  my  own  wants,  and  only  wish  to 
get  on  my  iourney  safely." 

"Why,  that's  another  matter,"  replied  the  beadle^ 
"  an  if  It  be  true—and  I  think  thoii  dost  not  look  so 
polrumptious  as  thy  playfellow  yonder ;— thon  wouldst 
DC  a  mettle  lass  enow,  un  tlxm  wert  snog  and  snod  ■ 
bit  better.  Come  thou  away,  then— the  Rector  is  ■ 
good  man." 

"  Is  that  the  minister,"  said  Jeanie,  "  who  preach- 
ed"  

"The  minister 7  Lord  help  thee!  What  kind  o^ 
Presbyterian  art  thou  7— Why,  Mis  the  Rector— the 
Rccvoi' t  wU,  YioinAX^  tkxv\  iL\\«ie  VKA  xSoib  ^JJua  o'  hint 
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in  cbeconntT,  nor  tb«  fMir  imbC  to  it    Come  away— 
awavwithtnee — 


-wd  munna  bide  here." 


" I  im  sure  I  am  very  wiUinff  to  go  to  see  the  minis- 
ter." aaid  Jeanie ;  "  for,  thou^  be  read  his  disconrse, 
aad  wore  that  siuplice,  as  they  call  it  here,  I  cannot 
bat  tLink  he  most  be  a  very  worthy  Ood-fearing  man, 
to  Mtach  the  root  of  the  matter  in  the  way  be  did." 
'  The  disappointed  rabble,  finding  that  there  was  like 
tobe  no  further  sport,  had  by  this  time  dispersed,  and 
ietnie,  with  her  usual  patience,  followed  her  conse- 
laeBual  and  Burly»  but  not  brutai,  conductor  towards 
hi  rectory. 

This  clerical  mansion  was  large  and  commodioufs 
k]  the  living  was  an  excellent  one,  and  the  advowson 
bekmged  to  a  very  wealthy  family  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  had  usually  bred  up  a  son  or  nephew*  to 
the  church,  for  the  sake  of  inducting  him,  as  oppor- 
tunity offered,  into  this  very  comfortable  provision. 
In  tbtt  jnanner  the  rectory  of  Willingham  had  always 
been  ooasidered  as  a  direct  and  immediate  appanage 
of  WiUiogham-hall ;  and  as  the  rich  baronets  to., 
vbooi  the  lattor  belonged  had  usually  a  son,  or  bro- 
tki,  or  nephew,  aettled  in  the  livinj?,  the  utmost  care 
kad  been  taken  to  render  their  habitation  not  merely 
reipecuble  and  commodious,  but  even  dignified  and 
tmposiag. 

It  was  situated  about  four  hundred  yards  firom  the 
viUtge^andoQ  a  rising  ground  which  sloped  gently 
Bpwara,  covered  with  small  enclosures,  or  closes, 
vui  oat  irregularly,  so  that  the  oki  oalu  and  elms, 
«bich  were  planted  in  hedge-rows,  fell  mto  perspec- 
tive, and  were  blended  together  in  beautiful  irregu- 
ivirr.  When  they  approached  nearer  to  the  house,  a 
biDdsome  gate-way  admitted  them  into  a  lawn,  of 
BUTow  dimensions,  indeed,  but  which  was  inter- 
vened with  large  sweet-chestnut  trees  ana  oeeches, 
ud  kept  in  handsome  order.  The  front  of  the  house 
was  irregular.  Part  df  it  seemed  very  old,  and  had|  in 
^ct,  been  the  residence  of  the  incumbent  in  Romish 
;  tiaet.  Successive  occupants  had  made  considerable 
I  additions  and  iraprovements,  each  in  the  taste  of  his 
^>wnt^e,  and  without  much  res^  to  symmetry.  But 
I  Uiese  mcongruitiee  of  architecture  were  so  graduated 
tod  httpily  mingled,  that  the  eye,  far  from  being  dis- 
PKUed  with  the  Combinations  oi  various  styles,  saw 
pothing  but  what  was  interesting  in  the  varied  and 
I  utricate  pile  which  they  exhibited.  Fruit-trees  dis- 
mayed on  the  southern  wall,  outer  staircases,  various 
twes  of  entrance,  a  combination  of  roofs  and  chim- 
^  of  difl^ent  ages,  united  to  render  the  front,  not 
iMeed  beautiful  or  grand,  but  intricate,  perplexed,  or, 
^Qse  Mr.  Price's  appropriate  phrase,  picturesque. 
The  most  considerable  addition  was  that  of  the  pre- 
{«t  Rector,  who,  "beinf  a  bookish  man,"  as  the 
mie  was  at  the  pains  to  inform  Jeanie,  to  augment, 
P^uapa,  her  reverence  for  the  person  before  whom 
ne  was  to  appear,  had  built  a  handsome  library 
*<«  parlour,  and  no  leas  than  two  additional  bed- 
loooia. 

Mony  men  would  hae  scrupled  such  expense," 
wnunued  the  parochial  officer,  seeing  as  the  living 
aun  go  as  it  pleases  Sir  Edmund  to  wUl  it ;  but  his 
Mvereooe  has  a  canny  bit  land  of  his  own,  and  need 
»o}  wok  on  two  sides  of  a  penny." 

Jeame  could  not  help  companng  the  irregular  yet 
gjcoiive  and  commodious  pile  of  building  before 
Jj»  to  the  "  Hansee"  in  het  own  country,  where  a 
'  J^of  penurious  heritors,  professing  all  the  while  the 
w»ouon  of  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  presbyte- 
nw  <»tabUBhment,  strain  their  inventions  to  disco- 
J?  *;?t  mav  be  mppod,  and  clipped,  and  pared  from 
■Jjjjuaing  which  forms  but  a  poor  accommodation 
•J^."*'  the  present  incumbent,  and,  despite  the 
■jw»or  advantage  of  stone-masonry,  must  in  •the 
www  of  forty  or  fifty  years,  again  burden  their  de- 
rJMsnts  with  an  expense,  which,  once  liberally  and 
rj™roely  employed,  ought  to  have  freed  their 
"JJtea  from  a  recurrence  of  it  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tajatleaat. 

neamd  the  Rector's  house  the  ground  sloped  down 
m.n.??'-  river,  which,  without  possessing  the  ro- 
"«n«c  vivacity  and  rapidity  of  a  northern, stream, 
StI«M5*^?"*®***"»  ^  *^  occasional  appearance 
«rou«h  i^  liugeB  of  willowa  and  poplars  that 


crowned*  its  banks,  a  yery  pleasing  accompaniment 
to  the  landscape.  It  was  toe  best  trouting  stream," 
said  the  beadle,  whom  the  patience  of  Jeanie,  and 
especially  the  assurance  that  she  was  not  about  to 
become  a  burden  to  the  parish,  had  rendered  rather 
communicftiive,  "the  best  trouting  stream  it  all 
Lincolnshire;  lor  when  you  got  lower,  there  was 
nought  to  be  done  wi'  fly-fishing." 

Turning  aside  from  the  principal  entrance,  he  con 
ducted  Jeanie  towards  a  sort  of  portal  connected 
with  the  older  part  of  the  building^  which  was  chiefly 
occupied  by  servants,  and  knocking  at  the  door,  it 
was  opened  by  a  servant  in  grave  purple  livery,  such 
as  befitted  a  wealthy  and  dignified  clergyman. 

"  How  dost  do,  Tummas  1"  said  the  beadle—"  and 
how's  young  Measter  Staunton  T* 

"  Why,  but  poorly— but  poorly,  Measter  Stubbs.— 
Are  you  wanting  to  see  his  Reverence?' 

"Ay,  ay,  Tummas;  please  to  say  I  ha'  brought  mi 
the  young  woman  as  came  to  service  to-day  with 
mad  Madge  Murdockson— she  seems  to  be  a  decent* 
ish  koind  o'  body ;  but  I  ha'  asked  her  never  a  ques- 
tion. Only  I  can  tell  his  Reverence  that  she  is  a 
Scotchwoman,  I  judge,  and  as  flat  as  the  fens  o! 
Holland." 

Tummas  honoured  Jeanie  Deans  with  such  a  stare,, 
aa  the  pampered  domestics  of  the  rich,  whether  Bp>- 
ritual  or  temporal,  usually  esteem  it  part  of  their 
privilege  to  bestow  uoon  the  poor,  and  then  desired 
Mr.  Stubbs  and  his  charge  to  step  in  till  he  informed 
his  master  of  their  presence. 

The  room  into  which  he  showed  them  was  a  sort 
of  steward's  parlour,  hung  with  a  county  map  or  two. 
and  three  or  four  prints  of  eminent  persons  connected 
with  the  county,  as  Sir  William  Monson,  James , 
York  the- blacksmith  of  Lincoln,  and  the  famous 
Peregrine,  Lord  Willoughby,  in  complete  armour 
looking  as  when  he  said,  in  the  words  of  the  legenu 
below  the  engraving,— 

"S^d  to  it,  noble  pikemeo, 

And  face  ye  well  aoout: 
And  ihoot  re  sharp,  bold  bowmen,  \ 

And  we  will  koep  them  out  ] 

Ye  moffquet  and  calltv«r'raeo. 

Do  jrou  prove  true  to  me, 
rU  be  the  foremost  man  in  fight,  ' 

Said  brave  Lord  Willoughbee." 

When  they  had  entered  this  apartment,  Tummas  as 
a  mstter  of  course  offered,  and  as  a  matter  of  course 
Mr.  Stubbs  accepted,  a  "summat**  to  eat  and  drink, 
being  the  respectable  relics  of  a  gammon  of  bacon, 
and  a  whoU  iohiskiru  or  black  pot  of  suflicient  double 
ale.  To  these  eatables  Mr.  Beadle  seriously  inclined 
himself,  and  (for  we  must  do  himjustice)  not  without 
an  invitation  to  Jeanie,  in  which  'Tummas  joined,  that 
his  prisoner  or  char^  would  follow  his  good  example. 
But  although  she  might  have  stood  in  need  of  refresh- 
ment, considering  she  had  tasted  no  food  that  day, 
the  anxiety  of  the  moment,  her  own  sparing  and  ob* 
stemious  habits,  and  a  bashful  aversion  to  eat  in 
company  of  the  two  strangers,  induced  her  to  decline 
their  courtesy.  So  she  sato  m  a  chair  apart,  while 
Mr.  Stubbs  and  Mr.  Tummas,  who  had  chosen  to 
join  his  friend  in  consideration  that  dinner  was  to  be 
put  back  till  the  afternoon  service  was  over,  made  a 
hearty  luncheon,  which'  lasted  for  half  an  hour,  and 
might  not  then  nave  concluded,  had  not  his  Rever- 
ence run^  his  bell,  so  that  Tummas  was  obliged  to 
attend  his  master.  Then,  and  no  sooner,  to  save 
himself  the  labour  of  a  second  journey  to  the  othe* 
end  of  the  house,  he  announced  to  his  master  the  ar- 
rival of  Mr.  Stubbs,  with  the  other  madwoman,  as  ha 
chose  to  designate  Jeanie,  as  an  event  which  had  just 
taken  place.  He  returned  with  an  order  that  Mr. 
Stubbs  and  the  young  woman  should  be  instantly 
ushered  up  to  the  librarv.  / 

The  beadle  bolted  in  haste  his  last  mouthfU  of  fat 
bacon,  washed,  down  the  greasy  morsel  with  the  last 
rinsings  of  the  pot  of  ale,  and  immediately  morshalled 
Jeanie  through  one  or  two  intricate  passages  wmoii 
led  from  the  ancient  to  the  more  modem  building 
into  a  handsome  little  hall,  or  ante-room,  adjoinins 
to  the  library,  and  oUt  of  which  a  glaas  door  opened 
to  the  lawn. 
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**  Stay  here,"  said  8txAh»,  **tiUI  tell  biiRererence 
you  are  come." 

So  saying  he  opened  a  door  and  entered  the  library. 

Without  wishing  to  hear  tneir  conversation,  Jeanie, 
as  she  was  circumstanced,  could  not  avoid  it ;  for  as 
Stubbs  stood  by  the  door,  and  his  Reverence  was  at 
the  upper  end  of  a  large  room,  their  conversation  Was 
necessarily  audible  in  the  ante-room. 

*^  So  you  have  brought  the  young  woman  here  at 
last,  Mr.  Stubbs.  I  expected  you  some  time  since. 
You  know  I  do  not  wish  such  persons  to  remain  in 
custody  a  moment  without  some  inquiry  into  their 
situation." 

"Very  true,  your  Reverence,"  replied  the  beadle: 
**  but  the  young  woman  had  eat  nought  to-day.  and 
aoa  Measter  Tummas  did  set  down  a  drap  of  drink 
and  a  morsel,  to  be  sure." 

"  Thomas  was  very  right,  Mr.  Stubbs ;  and  what 
has  become  of  the  other  most  unfortunate  being  7" 

"Why,"  replied  Mr.  Stubbs,  "I  did  think  the  sight 
on  her  would  but  vex  your  Reverence,  and  soa  I  did 
let  her  ^o  her  ways  back  to  her  mothec,  who  is  in 
trouble  m  the  next  parish." 

"  In  trouble  l—that  signifies  in  prison,  I  suppose  T' 
said  Mr  Staunton." 

"  Ay.  truly ;  something  like  it,  an  it  like  your  Rev- 
erence." 

"Wretched,  unhappv,  incorrigible  woman!"  aaid 
the  clergyman.  "  Ana  what  sort  of  person  is  this 
companion  of  hers?" 

"  Why,  decent  enow,  an  it  like  your  Reverence," 
aaid  Stubbs ; "  for  aught  I  sees  of  her,  there's  no  harm 
of  her,  and  she  says  she  has  Oish  enow  to  carry  her 
out  of  the  county." 

"  Cash  1  that  is  always  what  you  think  of;  Stubbs. 
—but,  has  she  sense?— has  she  her  wits?— has  she 
the  capacity  of  taking  care  of  herself?" 

"  Why,  your  Reverence,"  replied  Stubbs,  "  I  cannot 
Just  say— I  will  be  sworn  she  was  not  bom  at  Witt- 
nam  ;*  for  Gaffer  Gibbs  looked  at  her  all  the  time 
of  service,  and  he  says  she  could  not  turn  up  a  sin- 

8le  lesson  like  a  Christian,  even  though  she  had 
[sdge  Murdockson  to  help  her— but  then,  as  to  fend- 
ing for  hersell,  why.  she's  a  bit  of  a  Scotch  woman, 
your  Reverence,  and  they  say  the  worst  donnot  or 
them  can  look  out  for  their  own  turn,  and  she  is  de- 
cently put  on  enow,  and  not  bechounched  like  t'other." 

"  Send  her  in  here,  then,  and  do  you  remain  below, 
Mr.  Stubbs." 

This  collof^uy  had  engaged  Jeanie's  attention  so 
deeply,  that  it  was  not  untu  it  was  over  that  she  ob- 
served that  the  sashed  door,  which  we  have  said,  led 
from  the  anteroom  into  the  garden,  was  opened,  and 
that  there  entered,  or  rather  was  borne  in  oy  two  as- 
sistants, a  young  man.  of  a  very  pale  and  sickly  ap- 
pearance,whom  they  lifted  to  the  nearest  couch,  and 
placed  there,  as  if  to  recover  from  the  fatigue  of  an 
unusual  exertion.  Just  as  they  were  making  this 
arrangement,  Stubbs  came  out  of  the  library,  and 
summoned  Jeanie  to  enter  it.  She  obeyed  him|  not 
without  tremor :  for,  besides  the  novelty  of  the  situa- 
tion to  a  girl  of  ner  secluded  habit&  she  felt  also  as  if 
the  successful  prosecution  of  her  >9umey  was  to  de- 
pend upon  the  impression  sheshoiild  be  able  to  make 
on  Mr.  Staunton. 

It  is  true,  it  was  difficult  to  suppose  on  what  pre- 
text a  person  travelling  on  her  own  business,  and  at 
her  own  charge,  could  oe  interrupted  upon  her  route. 
But  the  violent  detention  she  had  already  undeni^one, 
was  sufficient  to  show  that  there  existed  persons  at 
no  great  distance,  who  bad  the  interest,  the  inchna- 
tion,  and  the  audacity,  forcibly  to  stop  her  journey, 
and  she  felt  the  necessity  of  having  some  countenance 
and  protection,  at  leaat  till  she  should  get  beyond 
their  resch.  While  these  things  passed  through  her 
mind,  much  faster  than  our  pen  and  ink  can  record, 
01  even  the  reader's  eye  collect  the  meaning  of  its 
traces,  Jeanie  found  herself  in  a  handsome  library, 
and  in  presence  of  the  Rector  of  Willingham.  The 
well-furnished  presses  and  shelves  which  surrounded 
tlie  large  and  handsome  apartment,  contained  more 
books  than  Jeanie  imagined  existed  m  the  world, 

*  ▲  OTorerbial  Mid  puonint  expraMion  in  that  ooimtf,  to  ioti- 
mtx  thata  penon  k  not  very  derec 


being  aocnstomad  to  conaMer  aa  aa  cxtenanre  oAed 
tion  two  fir  shelves,  each  about  three  feet  kmg,  vrhie 
contained  her  father's  trearjred  voluxnea,  the  w  hoi 
pith  and  marrow,  as  he  used  sometimea  to  boaat,  % 
modem  divinity.  An  orrery,  globes,  a  telescope,  sji 
some  other  scientific  imp'nments,  conveyed  to  Jean 
an  impression  of  admirauon  aiul  wonder  not  wuni^i 
ed  witn  fear;  for,  in  her  ignorant  apprehension^  tfaq 
seemed  rather  adapted  for  magical  purposes  than  af^ 
other;  and  a  few  stuffed  animals  (aa  the  Rector 
fond  of  natural  history)  added  to  the  impreaaivo 
racter  of  the  apsrtment. 

Mr.  Staunton  spoke  to  her  with  great  mildhL 
He  observed,  that,  although  her  appearance  at  churi 
had  been  uncommon,  and  in  strange,  and,  he  mo 
add,  discreditable  society,  and  calculated,  i^n  t 
whole,  to  disturb  the  congregation  during  divine  wi 
ship,  be  wished,  nevertheless,  to  hear  ner  own  ae^ 
count  of  hersell  before  taking  any  ateps  which  hi 
duty  might  aeem  to  demand.  He  was  a  justice 
pea^,  he  informed  her,  as  well  aa  a  clergyman. 

"  His  honour"  (for  she  would  not  sav  his  reverenc^ 
"  was  verv  civil  and  kind,"  waa  all  that  poor  Jeanj» 
could  at  first  bring  out.- 

"Who  are  you,  young  woman?"  aaid  the  dergy 
man,  more  peremptorily—"  and  what  do  yon  do  a 
this  country,  and  m  such  company?— We  allow  no 
strollers  or  vagranta  here." 

"  I  am  not  a  vagrant  or  a  stroller,  sh',"  said  Jeanii^ 
a  little  roused  by  the  supposition.  "  I  an  a  decent 
Scotch  laas,  travelling  thmogh  the  laitd  on  my  own 
business  and  my  own  expenses;  and  I  waa  so  un- 
happy as  to  fall  m  with  bad  company^  and  waa  stop- 
ped a*  night  on  my  journey.  And  this  puir  creature, 
who  is  something  light-headed,  let  nie  out  n  the 
morning." 

"  Badcompany !"  aaid  the  clergyman.  " I  am  afraid, 
young  woman,  vou  have  not  been  sufficiently  anziooa 
to  avoid  tnem."^ 

"  Indeed,  sir^"  retnmed  Jeanie, "  I  hare  been  brooght 
up  to  shun  evil  communication.  Bat  these  wicked 
people  were  thieves,  and  atopped  me  by  violence  and 
mastery." 

"  Thieves !"  said  Mr.  Staunton  {  "  then  yon  charge 
them  with  robbery^  I  suppose?" 

"No,  sir;  they  did  not  take  so  much  as  a  boddb 
from  me,"  answered  Jeanie ;  "  nor  did  they  uae  nae  ill, 
otherwiae  than  by  confininfr  me." 

The  clergyman  inquired  mto  the  particulars  of  her 
adventure,  which  she  told  him  from  point  to  point 

"  This  is  an  extraordinary,  and  not  a  very  probable 
tale,  young  woman,"  resumed  Mr.  Staunton.  "  Heia 
has  been,  according  to  your  account,  a  ^reat  violence 
committed  without  any  adequate  motive.  Are  yoa 
aware  of  the  law  of  this  country— that  if  you  loo^ 
this  charge  you  will  be  bound  over  to  prosecute  ths 
gang?" 

Jeanie  did  not  underatand  him,  and  he  explained 
that  the  English  law,  in  addition  to  the  inconvenienoe 
sustained  by  peraons  who  have  been  robbed  or  injured, 
has  the  goodness  to  intrust  to  them  the  care  and  the 
expense  of  appearing  aa  prosecutors. 

Jeanie  aaid,  "that  her  business  at  London  was 
express;  all  she  wanted  waa,  that  anv  gentleman 
would,  out  of  Christian  charity,  protect  ner  to  some 
town  where  she  could  hire  horses  and  a  guide;  and, 
finally,"  she  thought,  "  it  would  be  her  father'a  mind 
that  she  was.not  free  to  give  testimony  in  an  EnsKih 
court  of  ju8tice,,as  thf  land  waa  not  under  a  direot 
gospel  dispensation." 

Mr.  Staunton  stared  a  little,  and  aakediif  her  father 
was  a  duakeiv 

"  Gtod  forbid,  sir,"  said  Jeanie—"  He  ia  nae  Bchi»> 
ma  tic  nor  sectary,  nor  ever  treated  for  sic  black  com- 
modities as  theirs^  and  that's  weel  kend  o*  him." 

"  And  what  is  his  name,  pray?"  said  Mr.  Stannton. 

"  David  Deana,  sir.  the  covvfeeder  at  Saint  Leon- 
ard's Craigs,  near  Edinburgh." 

A  deep  groan  from  the  anteroom  prevented  the 
Rector  worn  rn>lying,  and,  exclaiming,  "  CJood  Ckxi ! 
that  unhappy  boy  1'^  he  left  Jeanie  alone,  and  bat- 
tened into  the  outer  apartment 

Some  noise  and  bustle  was  heard,  but  no  one  tm 
tared  the  librarr  for  the  beat  part  of  an  hoar 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

Fantastic  pamiont*  nad^eoint  brawl  I 

And  shaiDe  and  terror  orer  all  t 

Deeds  to  be  hid  which  were  not  hid, 

Which,  all  cpnftated.  I  could  not  luiow 

Whetbor  I  Mflbr'd  or  I  did, 

For  all  moma'd  guilt,  remone,  or  wo  i 

Mj  own.  or  others,  stUI  the  same 

Life-stillinc  tear,  sool-stifliiif  shaiDe.'->C0LBRXD0B. 

Dunxra  the  interval  while  she  was  thus  left  alone^ 
Jetnie  aiixioasly  revolved  in  her  mind  what  course 
ma  best  for  her  to  pursue.  She  was  impatient  to 
eontmua  o^  joumev,  yet  she  feared  she  could  not 
mSAj  adventure  to  do  so  while  the  old  hag  and  her 
asistants  were  in  the  neighbourhood,  without  risk- 
ing a  repetition  of  their  violence.  She  thought  she 
trald  collect  from  the  conversation  which  she  had 
ptTtlv  overheard,  and  also  from  the  wild  confessions 
of  Madge  Wildfire,  that  her  mother  had  a  deep  and 
revengetul  motive  tor  obstructing  her  journey  ir  pos- 
nble.  And  from  whom  could  she  hope  for  assist- 
ance if  not  from  Mr.  Staunton  7  Hia  whole  appear- 
aooe  and  demeanour  seemed  to  encourage  her  hopes. 
Hit  features  were  handsonie,  though  marked  with  a 
deep  cast  of  melancholy;  bis  tone  and  language  were 
aentle  and  encouraging ;  and,  as  he  had  served  in 
me  army  for  several  years  during  his  youth,  hia  air 
reiaioed  that  easy  frankness  which  is  peculiar  to  the 
profession  of  arms.  He  was,  besides,  a  minister  of 
die  gospel ;  and  although  a  worshipper,  according 
to  Jeanie^s  notions,  in  the  court  of  the  Gentiles,  ana 
80  benighted  as  to  wear  a  surplice ;  although  he  read 
the  Common  Prayer,  and  wrote  down  every  woid  of 
hit  sermon  before  deUvering  it ;  and  although  he 
was,  moreover,  in  strength  of  lun^  as  well  as  pith 
ind  marrow  or  doctrine  vastly  inferior  to  Boanerges 
Stormheaven,  Jeanie  still  thought  be  must  be  a  very 
(fanerent  person  from  Curate  ICiltstoup,  and  other 
yrdatical  divines  of  her  father's  earlier  days,  who 
lued  to  get  drunk  in  ^eir  canonical  diees,  and  hound 
out  the  dragoons  against  the  wandering  Camero- 
uaoB.  The  nouse  seemed  to  be  in  some  oiiBturbance, 
but  as  she  could  not  suppose  she  was  altogether  for- 
gotten, she  thought  it  better  to  remain  amet  in  the 
tpirtment  where  she  had  been  Left,  titf  some  one 
inoTild  take  notice  of  her. 

The  first  who  entered  was,  to  her  no  small  delight, 
•neof  her  own  sex,  a  motherly-looking  aged  person 
of  a  housekeeper.  To  her  Jeanie  explained  her  aitua- 
fcon  m  a  few  words,  and  begged  her  assistance. 

Hie  dignity  of  a  housekeeper  did  not  encourage  too 
nrach  &mUiarity  with  a  person  who  was  at  the  Rec- 
toiyon  histice-buainess,  and  whose  character  might 
isem  in  her  eyes  somewhat  precarious;  but  she  was 
ci^L  although  distant 

Her  young  master,"  she  said,  "  had  had  a  bad 
{Cedent  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  which  made  him 
ntble  to  fainting  fits;  he  had  been  taken  very  ill  just 
now.  and  it  was  impossible  his  Reverence  could  see 
jeame  for  some  time ;  but  that  she  need  not  fear  his 
poing  all  that  was  just  and  proper  in  her  behalf  the 
insiMt  he  could  get  her  business  attended  to."~She 
coDcluded  by  ofieiring  to  show  Jeanie  a  room,  where 
■J^miaht  remain  tQl  his  Reverence  was  at  leisure. 
Our  heroine  took  the  opportunity  to  request  the 
Biwns  of  adjusting  and  changmg  her  dress. 

The  housekeeper,  in  whose  estimation  order  and 
ywhncss  ranked  high  among  personal  virtues, 
Ipdl?  complied  with  a  request  so  reasonable  ^  and 
tne  change  of  dress  which  Jeanie's  bundle  furnished 
"wde  80  important  an  improvement  in  her  appear- 
|j!{^that  the  old  lady  hardly  knew  the  soiled  and 
Jjaordered  traveller,  whose  atUre  showed  the  violence 
g«  had  mstained,  in  the  neat,  clean,  guiet-looking 
•«ue  Scotchwoman,  who  now  stood  before  her.  En- 
wuraged  by  such  a  favourable  alteration  in  her  ap- 
PJJJJJJce,  Mrs.  Dalton  ventured  to  invite  Jeanie  to 
5j|™J*eofher  dinner,  and  was  equally  pleased 'with 
"SJS^nt  propriety  of  her  conduct  dunng  that  meal. 

Thou  canst  read  this  book,  canst  thou,  y< 
i^^f^X  safd  the  old  lady,  when  their  meal  , 
wncioded,  laying  her  hand  upon  a  large  Bible, 
^i  lK>pe  aae,  madam,"  said  Jeanie,  surprised  at  the 
^"fVlP'^j  ™y  father  wad  hae  wanted  mooy  a  thing, 
«8 1 W  wanted  (fco^echuling."  ^^ 
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"The  better  si«i  of  hhn,  young  woman.  There 
are  men  here,  well  to  pass  in  the  world,  would  not 
want  their  share  of  a  Leicester  plover,  and  that's  a 
bag-puddiiig,  if  fasting  for  three  hours  would  make 
all  their  poor  children  read  the  Bible  from  end  to  end. 
Take  thou  the  book,  then,  for  my  eyes  are  somethinil^ 
dazed,  and  read  where  thou  listest— it*s  the  only  book 
thou  canst  not  happen  wrong  in." 

Jeanie  was  at  first  tempted  to  turn  up  the  parable 
of  the  good  Samaritan,  but  her  conscience  checked 
her,  as  if  It  were  an  use  of  Scripture,  not  for  her  own 
edification,  but  to  work  upon  the  mind  of  others  for 
the  relief  of  her  worldly  afflictions ;  and  under  this 
scrupulous  sense  of  duty,  she  selected,  in  preference, 
a  chapter  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  and  read  it,  notwith- 
standing her  northern  accent  and  tone,  with  a  devoot 
propriety,  which  greatly  edified  Mrs.  Dalton. 

Ah  r*  she  said,  "  an  all  Scotch  women  were  sic 
as  thou  I—but  it  was  our  luck  to  get  bom  devils  of 
thy  country,  I  think— every  one  worse  than  t'other. 
If  thou  knowest  of  any  tidy  lass  like  thysell,  that 
wanted  a  place,  and  could  bring  a  goocT  character, 
and  would  not  go  laiking.  about  to  wakes  apd  faira, 
and  wore  shoes  and  stockings  all  the  day  round— 
why,  I'll  not  sajr  but  we  might  find  room  for  her  at 
the  Rectory.  Hast  no  cousin  or  sister,  lass,  that  such 
an  offer  would  suit  V* 

This  was  touching  upon  a  sore  point,  but  Jeanie 
was  spared  the  pain  of  replying,  by  the  entrance  of 
the  same  man-servant  she  had  seen  before. 

"Measter  wishea  to  see  the  young  woman  from 
Scotland,"  was  Tmnmas's  address. 

^*  Go  to  his  Revwence,  my  dear,  as  fast  as  you  can, 
and  tell  him  all  your  story— his  Reverence  is  a  kind 
man,"  said  Mrs.  Dalton.  "  I  will  fold  down  the  leaf| 
and  make  you  a  cup  of  tea.  with  some  nice  muffin, 
against  you  come  down,  and  that's  what  you  seldom 
see  in  Scotland,  girl." 

'*  Measter's  waiting  for  the  young  woman,"  said 
Tummas  impatiently. 

"  Well,  Mr.  Jack-sauce,  and  what  is  your  busineM 
to  put  in  your  oar?— And  how  often  must  I  tell  you 
to  call  Mr.  Staunton  his  Reverence,  seeing  as  he  is  a 
dignified  clergyman,  and  not  be  meastering,  measter- 
ing  him,  as  if  he  were  a  Uttle  petty  squireT' 

As  Jeanie  was  now  at  the  door,  and  ready  to  ac- 
company  Tummas,  the  footman  said  nothing  till  bo 
got  into  the  passage,  when  he  muttered,  "  There  are 
more  masters  than  one  in  this  house,  aitd  I  think  we 
shall  have  a  mistress  too,  an  Dame  Dalton  carries  it 
thus." 

Tummas  led  the  way  through  a  more  intricate 
range  of  passages  than  Jeanie  had  yet  threaded,  and 
ushered  her  into  an  apartment  which  was  darkened 
by  the  closing  of  most  of  the  window  shutters,  and 
in  which  vras  a  bed  with  the  curtains  partly  drawn. 

"  Here  is  the  young  woman,  sir,"  said  Tummas. 

"  Very  well,"  said  a  voice  from  the  bed,  but  not 
that  of  his  Reverence ;  **  be  ready  to  answer  the  bel), 
and  leave  the  room." 

"  There  is  some  mistake,"  said  Jeanie,  confounded 
at  finding  herself  in  the  apartment  of  an  invalid ; 
"  the  servant  told  me  that  the  minister"— 

"  Don't  trouble  yourself;"  said  the  invalidi  "there 
is  no  mistake.  I  know  more  of  your  affairs  than  my 
father,  and  I  can  manage  them  better.— Leave  the 
room,  Tom."  The  servant  obeyed.—"  We  must  not,  * 
said  the  invalid,  "  lose  time,  when  we  have  little  to 
lose.    Open  the  shutter  of  that  window." 

She  did  so^  and,  as  he  drew  aside  the  curtain  of 
his  bed.  the  light  fell  on  his  pale  countenance,  as, 
turban'd  with  bandages,  and  dressed  in  a  night- 
gown, he  lay,  seeminidy  exhausted,  imon  the  bed. 

"  Look  at  me."  he  raid,  "  Jeanie  Deans ;  can  yoc 
not  recollect  me  T* 

"  No,  sir,"  said  she.  full  of  surprise.  "  I  was  never 
in  this  country  before." 

"  But  I  may  have  been  m  yours.  Thmk— recollect. 
I  should  faint  did  I  name  the  name  you  are  most 
dearlv  bound  to  loathe  and  to  detest.  Think— lo- 
member!" 

A  terrible  recollection  fiasbed  on  Jeanie,  whidi 
every  tone  of  the  speaker  confirmed,  and  wnioh  his 
i  neau  words  readered  osrtauity. 
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"  Bo  composed— remember  Muschat's  Cairn,  and 
Aie  m(>onli;;;ht  ni^ht !" 

Joani  ■  sunk  down  on  a  chair,  with  clasped  hands, 
And  gasped  in  agonv.  » 

*'  Yf8,  here  I  lie,''  he  said,  "like  a  cnished  snake, 
writhing  with  impatience  at  my  incapacity  of  motion 
—here  I  he,  when  I  ought  to  have  been  in  tdinbun?h, 
tr\'int;  every  means  to  save  a  life  that  is  dearer  to  me 
than  my  own.— How  is  your  sister?— how  fares  it 
with  her?— condemned  to  deatli,  I  know  it,  by  this 
time!  O,  the  horse  that  earned  me  safely  on  a  thou- 
sand errands  of  folly  and  wickedness,  that  he  should 
have  broke  down  with  me  on  tlie  only  jrood  mission 
I  have  undertaken  for  years!  But  I  must  rein  in 
my  pappion— my  frame  cannot  endure  it,  and  I  have 
much  to  eav.  Give  me  some  of  tiie  cordial  which 
FTanHs  on  that  table.— Why  do  you  tremble?  But 
,  you  have  too  good  cause.— Let  it  stand— I  nocd  it  not." 

Jcanic,  iiowevcr  reluctant,  approachr-fl  him  wiih 
the  cup  into  which  she  had  poured  the  draught,  and 
could  not  frirbear  sayinpr,  "There  is  a  conlial  for  the 
mind,  sir'if  the  wick*^  will  turn  from  their  trans- 
grespion.s,  and  seek  to  the  Physician  of  souls." 

"  Silence !"  he  said  sternly—"  and  yet  I  thank  you. 
But  tell  me,  and  lose  no  time  in  doing  so,  what  voii 
are  doiniz  in  this  country?  Remember,  thoujrh  I 
have  been  your  sister's  worst  enemy,  yet  I  will  serve 
hei  with  the  best  of  my  blood,  and  I  will  serve  you 
for  ber  sake;  and  no  one  can  serve  yoti  to  such  pur- 
pose, for  no  one  can  know  the  circumstances  so  well 
—so  speak  without  ft-nr." 

"  I  am  not  afraid,  sir,"  said  Joanie,  collecting  her 
rpirils.  "  I  trust  in  God;  and  Wit  pleases  Him  to 
redeem  my  sister's  captivity,  it  is  all  I  seek,  whoso- 
ever be  the  instrument.  But,  sir,  to  be  plain  with 
you,  I  dare  not  u.se  your  counsel,  unless  1  were  en- 
abled to  see  that  it  accords  with  the  law  which  I 
must  rely  upon." 

"  Tlie  devil  take  the  puritan !"  cried  Georw  Staun- 
ton, for  so  we  must  now  call  him, — "  I  beg  your  par- 
don ;  but  I  am  natarally  impatient,  and  you  drive  me 
niad !  What  hnrm  can  it  possibly  do  you  to  tell  me 
in  what  situation  your  sister  stands,  and  vour  own 
expectations  of  l>ems  able  to  assist  her  7  It  is  time 
enough  to  refuse  ,my  advice  when  I  oflbr  any  which 
/ou  may  tliink  improper.  I  speak  calmly  to  you, 
fhoueh  'tis  auainst  my  nature :— but  don'i  urseme  to 
impatience— it  will  only  render  me  incapable'of  serv- 
insr^  RlTie." 

There  was  in  the  looks  and  words  of  this  unhappy 
youni^man  a  sort  of  restrained  ea^'erncss  and  impe- 
tuosity, which  seemed  to  prey  ujion  itself,  as  the  im- 
patience of  a  fiery  steed  fatif^iies  itsdf  with  churning 
upon  the  bit.  After  a  moment's  consideration,  it  oc- 
curred to  Jeanie  that  she  was  not  entitled  to  withhold 
from  him,  whether  on  her  sister's  account  or  her  o\*ti, 
the  account  of  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  crime 
which  he  had  committed,  nor  to  reject  such  advice, 
oeinp;  in  itself  lawful  ana  innocent,  as  he  might  be 
able  to  sucKcsi  in  the  way  of  remwly.  Accordingly, 
III  as  few  words  as  she  could  express  it,  she  told  the 
history  of  her  sister's  trial  and  condemnation,  and  of 
her  own  journey  as  far  as  Newark,  He  appeared  to 
listen  in  the  utmost  a^ony  of  mind,  yet  n^rcs-sed 
ever>'  violent  symptom  of  emotion,  whether  by  ges- 
ture or  sound,  which  mit^ht  have  interrupted  the 
fpeaker.  and,  stretched  on  his  couch  like  the  Mexican 
monarch  on  his  bed  of  live  coals,  only  the  contor- 
tions of  his  cheek,  and  the  quivering  of  his  limbs,  gave 
indication  of  his  sufferinus.  To  much  of  what  she 
said  he  listened  with  stifled  groans,  as  if  he  were 
unly  hearim;  those  miseries  confirmed,  whose  fatal 
reality  he  had  known  before ;  but  when  she  pursued 
her  tale  through  the  circumstances  which  bad  inter- 
rupted her  journey,  extn^me  surprise  and  earnest 
attention  appeared  to  succeed  to  the  symptoms  of  re- 
morse which  he  had  before  exhibited.  He  questioned 
Jeanie  closL-ly  concerning  the  appearance  of  the  two 
men,  and  the  conversation  which  she  had  overheard 
Dctween  the  talierof  them  and  the  woman. 

Wbt»n  J«anie  mentioned  the  old  woman  having 

f/ftmcd  to  her  fopter-zton—" Jt  in  too  true"  he  said; 

and  the  source  from  w/i/ch  J  derived  food,  when  an 

"MHZ  must  ha  ve  communicMlied  to  me  thewroichfld— 


the  fated— propensity  to  vices  that  were  strangers  ii 
my  own  family.— But  go  on  " 

Jeanie  passed  slightly  over  her  journey  in  compaif 
with  Mad^'e,  having  no  inclination  to  repeat  whri 
miirht  be  the  effect  of  mere  raving  on  the  part  t)f  ha 
companion,  and  therefore  her  talc  was  now  closed. 

Young  Staunton  lay  for  a  moment  in  profound  m^ 
ditation,  and  at  length  .«poke  with  more  con iposura 
than  he  had  yet  displayed  during  their  inter\iew.— 
"  Vou  are  a  sensible,  as  well  as  a  good  young  womaii, 
Jeanie  Deans,  and  I  will  tell  you  more  of  my  rtoi^ 
than  I  have  told  to  any  one.— Story  did  I  call  ii?— it 
is  a  tissue  of  folly,  guilt,  and  misery.- But  take  notice- 
I  do  it  because  I  desire  your  confidence  in  return- 
that  is,  that  vou  will  act  m  this  dismal  matter  by  my 
advice  and  direction.    Therefore  do  I  speak." 

"  I  will  do  what  is  fitting  for  a  sister  and  n  daughtff, 
and  a  Christian  woman  to  do,"  said  Jeanie;  Inil 
do  not  tell  me  any  of  your  secrets— It  is  not  goi)d  tbtt 
I  should  come  into  your  counsel,  or  listen  to  the  doc- 
trine which  causeih  to  err." 

"Simple  fool!"  said  the  voung  man.  "Look  it 
me.  My  head  is  not  liorntxl,  mv  fo«)t  is  not  cloven, 
my  hands  are  not  ganiished  with  talons;  and,  sines 
I  am  not  the  ver>'  devil  himself,  what  interest  cio 
any  one  else  have  in  destroving  the  hopes  vrith  which 
you  comfort  or  fool  yourwrlf  7  Listen  to  me  patient^, 
and  you  will  find  that,  when  vou  have  hoard  my  cooft- 
sel,  you  may  go  to  the  seventh  heaven  with  it  in  yonr 
pocket  if  you  have  a  mind,  and  not  feel  yoursclx  la 
ounce  neavicT  in  the  ascent." 

At  the  risk  of  being  somewhat  hea^y,  as  cxplom- 
tionsiisuallv  prove,  we  must  here  endeavour  to  com- 
bine into  a  distinct  narrative,  information  which  tht 
invalid  communicated  in  a  manner  at  once  too  cn^ 
cumstantial,  and  too  much  broken  b\'  passion  to  ad* 
mitof  our  giving  his  precise  words.  Part  of  it,  indeed^ 
he  read  from  a  manuscript,  which  he  had  perhspi 
drawn  up  for  tlie  information  of  his  relations  after 
his  decease. 

"To  make  my  tale  short— this  vtTctched  hag— tbii 
Margaret  jMunfockson,  was  the  wife  of  a  faVoiiritf 
servant  of  my  father ;— she  had  been  my  nurse  r-ha 
husband  was  dead ;  she  resided  in  a  cottage  near  thii 
place;— shij  had  a  daughter  who  crew  up,  and  w»i 
then  a  beautiful  but  very  giddy  pirl ;  her  mother  en- 
deavoured to  promote  her  marriage  with  an  old  and 
wealthy  churl  in  the  neighbonrhoudj— the  girl  saw 
me  frequently— she  was  familiar  with  me,  as  oni 
connexion  seemed  to  permit— and  I— in  a  word^  1 
wronged  her  cruelly— It  was  not  so  bad  as  your  ns- 
tcr's  business,  but  it  was  sufficiently  villanous— her 
folly  should  have  been  her  protection.  Soon  after 
this  I  was  sent  abroad— To  do  my  father  iusticc,  if  I 
have  turned  out  a  fiend,  it  is  not  his  fault— he  used 
the  best  means.  When  I  retume<l,  I  found  (ht 
WTCtched  mother  and  daughter  had  fallen  into  dis- 
grace, and  Avere  chased  froin  this  countr>'.— My  detp 
share  in  their  shame  and  misery  was  discovers d—my 
father  used  ver>'  harsh  lanpiage— we  quarrelled.  I 
left  his  house,  and  led  a  life  of  strange  adventun^ 
resolving  never  again  to  sec  my  father  or  my  fathei'f 
home. 

"And  now  comes  the  storj- !— Jeanie,  I  nut  irtt  lift 
into  your  hands,  and  not  onl)r  my  own  life,  wnirfa, 
God  Knows,  is  not  worth  saving,  but  the  happincM 
of  a  respectable  old  man,  and  the  honour  of  a  fanutf 
of  consideration.  My  love  of  low  societv,  as  radi 
propensities  as  I  was  cursed  with  arc  usually  termedi 
was.  I  think,  o(an  uncommon  kind,  and  indicated  t 
nature,  which,  if  not  dipraved  by  early  debauchery, 
would  have  been  fit  for  (Matter  things.  I  did  not  bo 
much  deli^^ht  in  the  wild  revel,  the  low  humonr,  tht 
nnconfined  liberty  of  those  with  whom  I  associated, 
1^  in  the  spirit  of  adventure,  presence  of  mind  in 
peril,  and  sharpness  of  intellect  which  they  displayed 
m  prosecuting  their  maraudings  upon  the  revenue!  fli 

similar  adventures. Have  you  looktxl  round  tlut 

rectory  ?— is  it  not  a  sweet  and  pleasant  retreat?** 

Jeanie,  alarmcfi  at  this  sudden  change  of  subject 
replied  in  the  affirmative. 

"Well!  I  wish  it  had  been  ten  thousand  fathomf 
under  f^io^tid,  v«\v\\  \\«  v:WTcVv-l1lX\d«^  and  tithes,  ud 


QMS.XXXIIL1 


THS  HEART  OP  MID-LOTHIAK. 


m 


t9Ctn  lAo^M  hirtbcenparraiuad  to  fi»Uowthe 
hem  «■  mv  own  ioclinationd  and  tho  profession  of 
aimi,  and  naif  the  ooorage  and  address  that  I  have 
di^layed  amoner  smugglers  and  cber-stealers  would 
hare  secured  me  an  honourable  nak  among  my  con- 
tflnporaries.  Why  did  I  not  go  abroad  when  I  left 
this  bouse !— Why  did  I  leave  it  at  all !— why— But  it 
came  to  that  point  with  me  that  it  is  madness  to  look 
back,  and  misery  to  look  forward." 
He  paused,  and  then  proceeded  with  more  compo- 

"TTic  chances  of  a  wandering  life  brought  me  un- 
happily to  Scotland,  to  embroil  myself  in  worse  and 
more  criminal  actions  than  I  had  yet  been  concerned 
ia.  It  was  now  I  became  aoquamted  with  Wilson, 
s  remarkable  man  in  his  station  of  life ;  quiet,  com- 
posed, and  reeolut^firm  in  mind,  and  uncommonly 
sarong  in  person,  gilted  with  a  sort  of  rough  eloquence 
which  raised  him  above  his  companions.  Hi.therto 
Ihadbceo 

'  As  diasolate  u  desperate, /et  thnrash  both 
Were  eeen  aoiDe  sperklee  m  a  better  nope.' 

Bot  it  was  this  man's  misfortune,  as  well  as  mine, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  difference  of  our  rank  and 
eikicttion,  he  acquired  an  extraordinary  and  fascina- 
tiagiafluenoe  over  me,  which  I  can  only  account  for 
by  ihe  cahn  determination  of  his  character  being  su- 
MTior  to  the  less  sustained  impetuosity  of  mine. 
Where  he  led,  I  felt  myself  bound  to  follow;  and 
ttrange  was  the  courage  and  address  which  hedis- 
pbyea  in  his  pursuits.  While  I  was  engaged  in  des- 
perate adventures,  under  so  strange  and  dangerous  a 
preceptor,  I  became  acquainted  with  your  unfortunate 
flttter  at  some  q;>orts  of  the  young  people  in  the  su- 
bBrba,  which  she  frequented  by  stealth— and  her  ruin 
pioved  an  interlude  to  the  tragic  scenes  in  which  I 
was  now  deeply  engaged.  Yet  this  let  me  say— the 
tiUanv  was  not  premeditated,  and  I  was  firmly  re- 
solved to  do  her  all  the  justice  which  marriage  could 
w,  to  soon  aa  I  should  be  able  to  extricate  myself 
vom  my  unhappy  course  of  lif&  and  embrace  some 
oae  more  suited  to  my  birth.  I  had  wild  visions— 
vwons  of  conducting  her  as  if  to  some  poor  retreat, 
ud  introducing  her  at  once  to  rank  and  fortune  she> 
sever  dreapnt  o£.  A  friend,  at  mv  request,  attempted 
ta^oiiation  with  my  father,  which  was  protracted 
for  some  time,  and  renewed  at  different  intervals. 
At  length,  and  just  when  I  expected  my  father's  par- 
«H)t  he  learned  by  some  means  or  other  my  infamy. 
Puated  in  even  exaggerated  colours,  which  was,  God 
MOWS,  unnecessary.  He  wrote  me  a  letter— how  it 
fattad  me  out.  I  know  not— enclosing  me  a  sum  of 
money,  and  disowning  me  for  ever.  1  became  des- 
perate—I  became  frantic— I  readily  joined  Wilson  in 
•Penlous  smuggling  adventure  in  which  we  miscar- 
lied,  and  was  willingly  blinded  by  his  logic  to  consi- 
der the  robbery  of  the  officer  of  the  customs  in  Fife 
M  a  fair  and  honourable  reprisal.  Hitherto  I  had  ob- 
served a  certain  line  in  my  criminality,  and  stood  free 
^Ij^ults  upon  personal  property,  but  now  I  felt  a 
inid  pleasure  in  disgracing  myself  as  much  as  pos- 

**  The  plunder  was  no  object  to  me.  I  abandoned 
y^t  to  my  comrades,  ana  only  asked  the  post  of 
wnyr.  I  remember  well,  that  when  I  stood  with 
niTflrawn  sword  guarding  the  door  while  they  coni- 
nufled  the  felony.  I  had  not  a  thought  of  ray  own 
^^'  I  was  only  meditating  on  my  sense  of  sup- 
P<*««d  wrong  frdfn  my  family,  ipy  impotent  thirst  of 
▼en§e«nce,  and  how  it  would  sound  m  the  haughty 
J*™  of  the  family  of  Willingham,  that  one  of  their 
"«»cendant3.  and  the  heir  apparent  of  thei^  honours, 
joooW  perish  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman  for  rob- 
n2?  "^.^'iP^^^li  gaujrer  of  a  sum  not  eoual  to  one  fifth 
P«t  of  the  money  1  had  in  my  pocket-book.  We 
^w%  talien— I  expected  no  less.  We  were  condemned 
"j"tnai  a  80 1  looked  for.  But  death,  as  he  approached 
S»!?'  J^H^  grimly  \  and  the  recollection  of  your 
■wter'a  destitute  condition  determined  me  on  an  effort 
I  JJl^emy  life.-^  fbrjoi  to  tell  you,  that  in  Edinburgh 
iwftk"?  *^®  woman  Murdockson  and  her  daugn- 
^  obe  hid  followed  the  camp  when  young,  and 
««i  Q0W|  Qoder  pretence  of  a  trimog  traffic,  resumed 


habits,  with  which  she  had  idready  been 
too  familiar.  Our  first  meeting  was  stormy;  but  I 
was  tiberal  of  what  money  I  had,  and  she  forgot,  ot 
seemed  to  forget,  the  injury  her  daughter  had  received. 
The  unfortunate  girl  herself  seemed  hardly  even  to 
know  her  seducer,  far  less  to  retain  any  sense  of  the 
imurv  she  had  received.  Her  mind  is  toully  alienated, 
wnicn,  according  to  her  mother's  account,  is  some- 
times the  consequence  of  an  unfavourable  confine- 
ment. But  it  was  my  doing.  Here  was  anotlier 
stone  knitted  roimd  my  neck  to  sink  me  into  the  pit 
of  perdition.  Every  look— every  word  of  this  poor 
creature— her  false  4>irits— her  imperfect  rd^Uections 
r^er  allusions  to  things  which  she  had  forgotten,  but 
which  were  recorded  in  my  conscience,  were  stabs  of 
a  poniard— stabs  did  I  say  7— they  were  tearing  with 
hot  pincers,  and  scalding  the  raw  Wound  with  burn- 
ing sulphur— they  wtere  to  be  endured,  however,  and 
they  were  endured.— I  return  to  my  prison  thoughts. 

'It  was  not  the  least  miserable  of  them  that  your 
sister's  time  approached.  I  knew  her  dread  of  you 
and  of  her  father.  She  often  said  she  would  die  a 
thousand  deaths  ere  you  should  know  her  shame — 
yet  her  confinement  must  be  provided  for.  I  knew 
this  woman  Murdockson  was  an  infernal  hag.  but  I 
thought  she  loved  me,  and  that  money  would  make 
her  true.  She  had  procured  a  file  for  Wilson,  and  a 
spring-saw  for  me ;  and  she  undertook  readily  to  take 
cnarge  of  Effie  during  her  illness,  in  which  she  had 
skill  enough  to  give  the  necessary  assistance.  I  gave 
her  the  money  which  my  father  had  sent  me.  It  was 
settled  that  she  should  receive  Effie  into  her  house  in 
the  meantime,  andg^ait  for  further  directions  from 
me,  when  I  should  enect  my  escape.  I  communicated 
this  purpose,  and  recommended  the  old  hag  to  poor 
Effie  by  a  letter,  in  which  I  recollect  that  T  endea- 
voured to  support  the  character  of  Macheath  under 
condemnation— a  fine,  gay,  bold-faced  ruffian,  who  is 
game  to  the  last.  Such,  and  so  wretchedly  poor, 
was  my  ambition !  Yet  I  hafl  resolved  to  forsake  the 
courses  I  had  been  engaged  m,  should  I  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  escape  the  gibbet  My  design  was  to  mar- 
ry your  sister,  and  go  over  to  the  West  Indies.  I 
had  still  a  (considerable  sum  of  money  left,  and  I 
trusted  to  be  able,  in  one  way  or  other,  to  provide  for 
myself  and  my  wife. 

We  made  the  attempt  to  escape,  and  by  the  obsti- 
nacy bf  Wilson,  who  insisted  upon  going  first,  it 
totally  miscarried.  The  undaunted  and  self-denied 
manuer  in  which  he  sacrificed  himself  to  redeem  his 
error,  and  accomplish  mv  escape  from  the  Tolbooth 
Church,  you  must  have  heard  of— all  Scotland  rang 
with  it.  It  was  a  gallant  and  extraordinary  deed- 
All  men  spoke  of  it— all  men,  even  those  who  most 
condemned  the  habits  end  crimes  of  this  self-devoteo 
man,  praised  the  heroism  of  his  friendship.  I  havo 
many  vices,  but  cowardice,  or  want  of  gratitude,  aro 
none  of  the  number.  I  resolved  to  reqiute  his  gene-* 
rosity,  and  even  your  sister's  safety  became  a  second- 
ary consideration  with  me  for  the  time.  To  effect 
Wilson's  'liberation  was  my  principal  object,  and  I 
doubted  not  to  find  the  means. 

"Yet  I  did  not  forget  Effie  neither.  The  blood- 
hounds of  the  law  >\ere  so  close  after  me,  that  I  dared 
not  trust  myself  near  any  of  my  old  haunts^  but  old 


Murdockson  met  me  by  appointment,  and  informed 
me  that  vour  sister  had  happily  been  delivered  o/  a 
boy.    I  cnarged  the  hag  to  Keep  her  patient's  mind 


easy,  and  let  ner  want  for  nothing  that  money  could 
purchase,  and  I  retreated  to  Fife,  where,  among  my 
old  associates  of  Wilson's  gang,  I  hid  myself  in  tho»6 

Slaces  of  concealment  where  the  men  engaged  in  that 
esperatelrade  are  used  to  find  security  for  themselves 
and  their  uncustomed  goods.  Men  who  are  disobe- 
dient both  to  human  and  divine  laws,  are  not  always 
insensible  to  the  claims  of  courage  and  generosity. 
We  were  assured  that  the  mob  of  Edinburgh,  strongly 
moved  with  the  harc'ships  of  Wilson's  situation,  and 
the  gallantry  of  his  conduct,  would  back  any  bold  at- 
tempt that  might  be  made  to  rescuehim  even  from 
thefoot  of  the  gibbet.  Desperate  as  the  attempt  seem- 
ed, upon  my  declaring  myself  ready  to  lead  the  onset 
on  the  guard,  I  founfl  no  want  of  followers,  who  en- 
gaged to  stand  by  me,  and  returned  to  Lo;n«dn,  noon . 


m 


TALES  OP  mr  LANDLORD. 


icmap.  xxxni. 


'wined  by  some  stendy  asaociates,  prepared  to  act 
whenever  the  occasion  might  require. 

"  1  have  iiu  doubt  1  should  have  rescued  him  from 
the  very  noo.si:  that  dan^^leii  over  his  head,"  he  con- 
tinued with  animation,  which  seemed  a  flash  of  the 
mterest  which  he  had  taken  in  such  exploits ;  "but 
anion;;st  otherprccautionB,  the  magistrates  had  taken 
ono,  snjxgt'f.ted,  as  we  after%vanJ«  learned,  by  the  un- 
happy wri'tchPorteous,  which  efiectually  disconcerted 
my  measures.  They  anticipated,  by  half  an  hour,  the 
ordinary  periml  for  execution ;  and,  as  it  had  been  re- 
solved ninont^st  us,  that,  for  fear  of  observation  from 
theofficen*  of  justice,  we  should  not  show  ourselves 
upon  the  .streta  until  the  time  of  action  approached, 
it  followed  that  all  was  over  before  our  attempt  at  a 
rescue  coninienL*ed.  It  did  commence,  however, 
and  1  gained  the  scaffold  and  cut  the  rope  with  my 
own  hand.  It  was  too  late  !  The  bold,  stout-hearted, 
gcneriiis  criminal  was  no  more— and  vengeance  was 
nil  that  remained  to  us— a  vengeance a^^  I  then  thought, 
doubly  duH  from  my  hand,  to  whom  Wilson  had  given 
life  and  liberty  when  he  could  as  easily  have  secured 
his  own." 

"O,  sir,"  said  Jeanie,  "did  the  Scripture  never 
como  into  your  mind,  'Vengeance  is  mine,  and  I 
will  repay  il  V  " 

"Scripture'?    Why  I  had  not  opened  a  Bible  for 
five  years,"  answeretl  Staunton. 
'   **  Wae's  me,  sirs,"  said  Jeanie—"  and  a  ministcr'B 
■on  too !" 

"  It  is  natural  for  vou  to  say  so ;  yet  do  not  inter- 
njpt  me,  but  let  me  finish  my.  most  accursed  history. 
The  beaPt,  Porteoua,  who  kept  firing  on  the  people 
long  after  it  had  ceased  to  be  necessary,  became  the 
object  of  their  hatred  for  having  overdone  his  duty, 
and  of  mine  for  having  done  it  too  well.  Wcj— that  is, 
I  and  the  other  determhied  friends  of  Wilson— re- 
Bolvtd  to  be  avenged ;  but  caution  was  necessary.  I 
thought  I  had  been  marked  by  one  of  the  officers,  and 
therefore  conrinucd  to  lurk  about  the  vicinity  of  Edin- 
burgh, but  without  daring  to  venture  within  the  walls. 
At  IcMgih,  I  visited,  at  the  hazard  of  my  life,  the  place 
where  I  hoped  to  find  niy  future  wife  and  my  son— 
they  wore  both  gone.  Dame  Murdockson  informed 
me,  that  so  soon  as  Effic  heard  of  the  miscarriage  of 
the  attempt  to  rescue  Wilson,  and  the  hot  pursuit 
after  m'\  Hhe  fell  into  a  brain  fever;  and  that  being 
one  day  obli;^pd  to  go  out  on  some  necessary  busi- 
ness and  leave  her  alone,  she  had  taken  that  oppor- 
tunity to  escape,  and  she  had  not  seen  her  since.  I 
loaded  her  with  it:proaches,  to  which  she  listened 
with  the  most  provoking  and  callous  composure;  for 
it  is  one  of  hft  attributes,  that,  violent  and  fierce  as 
she  is  upon  most  iK-casions,  there  are  some  in  which 
she  showd  the  most  imperturbable  calmness.  I 
threatened  her  with  justice:  she  said  I  had  more 
reason  to  fear  justice  than  she  had.  I  fell  she  was 
light,  and  was  sili  need.  I  threatened  her  with  ven- 
geance; she  replied  in  nearlv  the  saine  words,  that, 
to  judge  by  injuries  received.  I  had  more  reason  to 
foor  her  vengeance,  than  she  to  dread  mine.  She 
I  was  again  right,  and  I  was  loft  without  an  answer. 
I  flung  niyseh'  from  her  in  indignation,  and  employed 
a  comrade  to  make  incjuiry  in  tun  neighbourhood  of 
Sl  Leonard's  concerning  your  sister ;  but  ere  I  re- 
ceiviKl  his  answer,  the  op«;ning  qufst  of  a  well-scent- 
ed territrof  the  law  drove  me  from  the  vicinity  of 
Edinburgh  lo  a  more  distant  and  secluded  place  of 
conc«;alment.  A  pecrct  and  Unaty  emissary  at  length 
brought  me  the  account  of  Porteous'  condemnation, 
and  Of  your  sister's  imprisonment  on  a  criminal 
dnargc ;  thup  astounding  one  of  mine  ears,  while  he 
gratified  the  other. 

"1  again  ventured  to  the  Plcasance — again  charged 
Murdorkpon  with  treachery  to  the  unfortunate  Kfhe 
and  her  child,  though  I  could  conceive  no  reason, 
Mve  that  of  appropriating  the  whole  of  the  money  I 
bad  lodged  with  her.  Your  narrrtive  throws  light  on 
iiiis,  and  shows  another  motive,  not  less  powerful 
because  less  evident— the  desire  of  wrer.king  ven- 
geance on  the  s*.'ducer  of  her  daughter,— the  destroyer 
atoiw^  of  hf^r  reason  and  reputatitm.  Great  God! 
now  I  wiah  that,  inftoad  of  the  revenge  she  made 
fwi'ce  of  ate  haddelivend  me  up  to  the  cord  V* 


"But  what  account  did  the  wretched  woman  ^it 
of  Ef!ie  and  the  bairn  7"  said  Jeanie,  who,  dvini 
this  long  and  agitating  narrative,  had  firmness  a^ 
discernment  enough  to  keep  her  eye  on  such  pointa  m 
might  throw  light  on  her  sister's  misfortunca. 

She  would  give  none,"  aaid  Staunton ;  "she said 
the  mother  maoe  a  moonlight  flitting  from  her  houa^ 
with  the  infant  in  her  arms— that  she  had  never  seea 
either  of  them  since— that  the  lass  might  have  tlvowD  , 
the  child  into  the  North  Loch  or  the  Quarry  Holea 
for  what  she  knew,  and  it  was  like  enough  she  bad 
done  so." 

"  And  how  came  you  to  believe  that  she  did  not 
speak  the  fatal  truth  7"  said  Jeanie,  trembling. 

"Because,  on  this  second  occasion,  I  saw  hcf 
daughter,  and  I  understood  from  her,  that,  in  fad, 
the  child  had  been  removed  or  destroyea  during  the  ill* 
ness  of  the  mother.  But  all  knowledge  to  be  got  from 
her  is  so  uncertain  and  indirect,  that  1  could  not  collect 
any  further  circumstances.  Only  the  diabolical  cha- 
racter of  old  Murdockson  makes  me  augur  the  worst.'' 

"  The  last  account  agrees  with  that  given  by  my 
poor  sister,"  said  Jeanie;  "  but  gang  on  wi'  your  ain 
tale,  sir." 

"Of  this  I  am  certain^*  said  Staunton,  "that 
EfTie,  in  her  senses,  and  with  her  knowledge,  nevci 
injured  living  creature— But  what  could  I  do  in  her 
exculpation  7— Nothing— and,  therefore,  my  whola 
thoughts  were  tiu^ned  towards  her  safety.  I  waa 
under  the  cursed  necessity  of  suppressing  myfceUnn 
towards  Murdockson ;  my  life  was  in  the  haira 
hand— that  I  cared  not  for ;  but  on  my  life  hung  that 
of  your  sister.  I  spoke  the  wretch  fai^;  I  appeared 
to  confide  in  her ;  and  to  me,  so  far  as  I  was  per- 
sonally concerned,  she  gave  proofs  of  extraordinary 
fidelity.  I  was  &t  first  uncertain  what  meaflures  1 
ought  to  adopt  for  vour  sister's  liberation,  when  tha 
general  rage  excited  among  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh 
on  account  of  the  reprieve  of  Porteous,  suggested  to 
me  the  daring  idea  of  forcing  the  jail,  and  at  once 
carrying  off  your  sister  from  the  clutches  of  the  law, 
and  bringing  to  condign  punishment  a  miscreant, 
who  had  tormented  the  unfortunate  Wilson  even  in 
the  hour  of  death,  as  if  he  had  been  a  wild  Indian 
taken  captive  by  a  hostile  tribe.  I  flung  mysell 
amoni^  the  multitude  in  the  moment  of  fermentation 
—so  did  others  among  \yilson's  mates,  who  had,  liki 
me,  been  disappointed  in  the  hope  of^  glutting  theii 
eyes  with  Porteous' s  execution.  All  was  organiied, 
and  I  was  chosen  for  the  captain.  I  felt  not— I  da 
not  now  feel,  compunction  for  what  was  to  be  done^ 
and  has  since  been  executed." 

"  O  God  forgive  ye,  sir,  and  bring  ye  to  a  bettat 
sense  of  your  ways!''  exclaimed  Jeanie,  in  horror  at 
the  avowal  of  such  violent  sentiments. 

"Amen."  replied  Staunton,  "if  my  sentiments  are 
wrong.  But  I  repeat,  that,  although  willing  to  aid 
the  deed.  I  could  have  wished  them  to  have  chosen 
another  leader;  because  I  foresaw  that  the  great  and 
general  duty  of  the  night  would  interfere  with  tha 
assistance  which  I  proposed  to  render  Effie.  I  gave 
a  commission,  however,  to  a  trusty  friend  to  protect 
her  to  n  place  of  safety,  so  soon  as  the  fatal  procea- 
sion  had  left  the  jail.  But  for  no  persuasions  which 
I  could  use  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  or  which  my 
comrade  employed  at  more  lenpth,  after  tlie  mob  had 
taken  a  different  direction,  could  the  unfortunate  girl 
be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  the  prison.  His  argumenti 
were  all  wasted  upon  the  infatuated  victim,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  her  in  order  to  attend  to  hisowa 
safety.  Such  was  his  account ;  but,  perhaps,  he  pe^ 
severtx]  less  steadily  in  hia  attempt  to  persuade  hei 
than  I  would  have  done." 

"  Effie  was  right  to  remain,'*  said  Jeanie ;  "  and  I 
love  her  the  better  for  it." 

"  Why  will  you  say  so  7"  said  Staunton. 

"You  cannot  understand  my  reasons,  air,  if  1 
should  render  them,"  answered  Jeanie  composedly 
"  they  that  thirst  for  the  blood  of  their  enemies  hava 
no  taste  for  the  well-spring  of  life." 
,  "  3Ty  hopes,"  said  Staunton,  "  were  thus  a  second 
time  disappointed.  Bf  y  next  efforts  were  to  bring  her 
through  her  trial  by  means  of  yourself.  How  I  urj "* 
i\t,indNv\MSie»iQuciimo\Wi^iat«;i(UQ.   Idol 
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Man*  foa  for  your  refusal ;  it  wai  foonded,  I  am  con- 
nnoed,  on  principle,  and  not  on  indiiierence  to  your 
BMet'B  fate.  For  me,  Judge  of  me  as  a  man  frantic ; 
I  knew  not  what  hand  to  turn  to,  and  all  my  efforts 
wea  unavailifi|?.  In  this  condition,  and  close  beset 
on  all  sidau,  1  thought  of  what  might  be  done  by 
means  of  my  family,  and  their  influence.  I  fled  from 
Scotland— I  reached  thia.place— my  miserably  wasted 
and  unhappy  ap^arance  procured  me  from  my  father 
that  pardon,  wnich  a  parent  finds  it  so  hard  to  refuse, 
even  to  the  most  undeserving  son.  And  here  I  have 
availed  in  auKuiah  of  mind,  which  the  condemned 
oirainal  might  envy,  the  event  of  your  sister's  trial." 

"Without  taking  any  atepi  for  her  relief?"  said 
Jttoie. 

"  To  the  last  I  hoped  her  case  might  terminate  more 
iiToorebly;  and  it  is  only  two  days  since  that  the 
fiial  udmiga  reached  me.  My  resolution  was  instant- 
ly uken.  I  mounted  my  best  horse  with  the  purpose 
0/  making  the  utmost  naste  to  London,  and  there 
cooipounding  with  Sir  Robert  Walpole  for  your  sis- 
ier*8  safety,  oy  surrendering  to  him,  in  the  person  of 
tb«  heir  of  the  family  of  *Willingham,  the  notorious 
G«orge  Robertson,  the  accomflfice  of  Wilson,  the 
breaker  of  the  Tolbooth  prison,  and  the  well-known 
leader  of  the  Porteous  mob." 

"But  would  that  save  my  sister T'  said  Jeanie,  in 
Momshment. 

""It  would,  as  I  should  drive  my  bargain,"  said 
•Staunton.  "  Queens  love  revenge  as  well  as  their  sub- 
)Ee»— Little  as  vou  seem  to  es^m  it,  it  is  a  poison 
wluch  pleases  all  palates,  from  the  prince  to  the  pea- 
Bant  Prime  ministers  love  no  less  the  power  of  pleasing 
sovereigns  by  gratifying  their  passions.  The  life  of 
an  obscure  village  girl7  Why,  I  might  ask  the  best  of 
tbe  crown-jewels  for  laying  the  head  of  such  an  inso- 
lent conspiracy  at  the  fctot  of  her  majesty,  with  a  cer- 
tainty of  being  |2nratified.  All  my  other  plans  have 
£sil«i,  but  this  could  not— Heaven  is  just,  however, 
^  would  not  honour  me  with  making  this  volun- 
tary atonement  for  the  injury  I  have  done  your  sister, 
(bad  not  rode  ten  miles,  when  my  horse,  the  best  and 
DM»t  »ire-footed  animal  in  this  country,  fell  with  me 
00  a  level  piece  of  road,  as  if  he  had  been  struck  by  a 
cannon-shot.  I  was  greatly  hurt,  and  was  brought 
i>ack  here  in  the  miserable  condition  in  which  you 
I  cow  see  me." 

As  young  Staunton  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  the 
»vant  opened  the  door,  and,  with  a  voice  which 
*emed  intended  rather  for  a  sicnal,  than  merely  the 
Mnquncing  of  a  visit,  said,  "  His  Reverence,  sir,  is 
coming  up  stairs  to  wait  upon  you." 

For  God's  sake,  hide  yourself,  Jeanie,"  exclaimed 
•taanton,  "  in  that  dressing  closet !" 

No,  sir,"  said  Jeanie :  "  as  I  am  here  for  nae  ill,  I 
canna  take  the  shame  of  hiding  mysell  frae  the  mas- 
«tt  0'  the  house." 
fc ,  But,  good  Heavens!"  exclaimed  George  Staunton, 

00  but  consider** 

Ere  he  could  complete  the  sentence,  his  father  en- 
wd  the  apartment. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

And  now,  will  pardon,  eomf^ct,  kindne«s.  draw 

The  youUi  ffbm  vice  ?  will  liohuur,  duly,  law  7— Crabbh. 

Jkasjik  arose  from  her  seat,  and  made  her  quiet  re- 
'wroce,  when  the  elder  Mr.  Staunton  entered  the 
JP«rtinent.    His  astonishment  was  extreme^at  find- 

S  J    *'"  in  8wcli  company. 

.  *J>erceive,  madam,"  he  said.  "  I  have  made  a 
JJjJtake  respecting  you,  and  ought  to  have  left  the 
2?  0'  interrogating  you,  and  of  righting  your 
"^"^s.  to  this  young  man,  with  whom,  doubtless, 
yew  have  been  formerly  acquainted." 
3  ^M^^n  witting  on  my  part  that  I  am  here,"  said 
J^^\ .  the  servant  told  me 'his  master  wished  to 
•P?«with  me," 

tanJIj  ^  goes  the  purple  coat  over  my  ears,"  mur- 
JJ"?1  Tummas.  "  D— n  her,  why  must  she  needs 
WK  the  truth,  when  she  could  nave  as  well  said 
•^  ^  else  she  had  a  mind  r 

««>'8e,"  aaid  Mr.  Suunton,  "  if  yoa  art  still— ts 


-respect,  3         ^_^ 

at  least  have  spared  your  father,  and  your  fath^s 
house,  such  a  disgraceful  scene  as  this." 

'*  Upon  my  life— upon  my  soul,  sir !"  said  George, 
throwing  his  feet  over  the  side  of  the  bed,  and  start- 
inff  from  his  recumbent  posture. 

Your  life,  sir  1"  interrupted  his  father,  with  me- 
lancholy sternness,—"  What  sort  of  life  has  it  been  7 
—Your  soul !  alas !  what  regard  have  you  ever  paid 
to  it  7  Take  care  to  reform  both  ere  offering  either  as 
pledges  of  your  sincerity." 

"  On  my  honour,  sir,  you  do  me  wrong,"  answered 
George  Staunton ;  "  I  have  been  all  that  you  can 
call' me  that's  bad,i}ut  in  the  present  instance  you  do 
me  injustice.    By  my  honour,  you  do !" 

"  Your  honour !"  said  his  father,  and  turned  from 
hi^,  with  a  look  of  the  most  upbraiding  contempt, 
to  Jeanie.  "  Prom  you,  young  woman,  Iheiiher  ask 
not  expect  any  explanation  ;  but,  as  a  father  alike 
and  as  a  clergyman,  I  request  your  departure  from 
this  house.  If  your  romantic  story  has  been  other 
than  a  pretext  to  find  admission  into  it,  (which,  from 
the  society  in  which  you  first  appeared.  1  may  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt,)  you  will  find  a  justice  of  peace  within 
two  miles,  with  whom,  more  properly  than  with  me, 
you  may  lodge  your  complaint." 

"  This  sliall  not  be,"  said  George  Stauriton,  start- 
ing up  to  his  fecL  "  Sir,  you  are  naturally  kind  and 
humane— )'ou  shall  not  become  cruel  and  inhospitable 
on  my  account.  Turn  out  that  eaves- dropping  ras- 
cal," pointing  to  Thomas,  "  and  get  what  liartshom 
drops,  or  what  better  receipt  you  have  against  faint- 
ing, and  I  will  explain  to  you  in  two  words  the  con- 
nexion betwixt  this  young  woman  and  me.  She  shall 
not  lose  her  fair  character  through  me.  I  have  done 
too  much  mischief  to  her  family  already,  and  I  know 
too  well  what  belongs  to  the  loss  of  fame." 

"  Leave  the  room.  Sir,"  said  the  Rector  to  the  ser 
vant ;  and  when  the  man  had  obeyed,  he  carefully 
shut  the  door  behind  him.  Then  addressing  his  son, 
he  said  sternly,  "  Now,  sir,  what  new  proof  of  your 
infamy  have  you  to  impart  to  me  7" 

Young  Staunton  was  about  to  speak,  but  it  was  oiie 
of  those  moments  when  persons,  who,  like  Jeanie 
Deans,  possess  the  advantage  of  a  steady  courage  and 
unrufi[ied  temper,  can  assume  the  superiority  ovei 
more  ardent  but  less  determined  spirits. 

"  Sir,"  she  said  to  the  elder  Staunton^  "  ye  haveaa 
undoubted  right  to  ask  your  ain  son  to  render  a  reason 
of  his  conduct.  But  respecting  me,  I  am  but  a  way- 
faring traveller,  noways  obligated  or  indebted  to  you, 
unless  it  be  for  the  meal  of  meat  which  in  my  ain 
country,  is  willingly  gien  by  rich  or,  poor,  accord- 
ing to  their  ability,  to  those  who  need  it ;  and  for 
which,  forbjr  that,  I  am  willing  to. make  payment, 
if  I  didna  think  it  would  be  an  affront  to  olTer  siller 
in  a  house  like  this— only  I  dinna  ken  the  fashions  of 
the  country." 

"  This  is  all  very  well,  young  woman,"  said  ths 
Rector,  a  good  deal  surprised^  and  unable  to  conjec- 
ture whether  to  impute  Jeame's  language  to  simpfi- 
city  or  impertinence—*'  this  may  be  all  very  well— but 
let  me  bring  it  to  a  point  Why  do  you  stop  this 
young  man's  mouth,  and  prevent  his  communicating 
to  his  father  and  his  best  friend,  an  explanation  (since 
he  says  he  has  one)  sf  circumstances  which  seem  in 
themselves  not  a  little  suspicious?" 

"  He  may  tell  of  his  ain  afiairs  what  he  likes,"  an- 
swered Jeanie ;  "  but  my  family  and  friends  have  nae 
right  to  hae  ony  stories  told  anent  them  without  their 
express  desire ;  and,  as  they  canna  be  here  to  speak  for 
themselves,  I  entreatyewadnaask  Mr.  GJeorgeRob— 
I  mean  Staunton,  or  whatever  his  name  is,  ony  ques- 
tions anent  me  or  my  folk ;  for  I  maun  be  free  to  teU 
you,  that  he  will  neither  have  the  bearing  of  a  Christ- 
ian or  a  gentleman,  if  he  answers  you  against  my 
express  desire." 

''  This  is  the  most  extraordinary  thing  I  ever  met 
with,"  said  the  Rector,  as,  afterfixing  his  eyes  keenly 
on  the  placid,  yet  modest  countenance  of  Jeanie,  he 
'turned  them  suddenly  upon  his  son.  "What  have 
you  to  say,  sir  7" 

"  That  I  feel  I  have  boi:n  too  hasty  m  my  promise, 
sir,"  answered  George  iSuunton ;  **  I  have  no  t<tlf 
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to  make  any  coramtmicatiqns  respecting  the  affktn 
oftliis  young  peraon^f  tkmily  without  her  assent." 

The  elder  Mn  Staunton  turned  his  eyes  from  one 
to  the  other  with  marks  of  surprise. 

"  This  is  more,  and  worse,  i  fear,"  he  said,  address- 
ing his  son,  "  than  one  of  your  frequent  and  disgrace-, 
fulconnexions— I  insist  upon  knowing  the  mystery^" 

"  I  have  already  said,  sir,"  repheo  his  son,  rather 
sollenly,  "  that  I  have  no  title  to  mention  the  affairs 
of  this  young  woman's,  family  without  her  consent." 

"  And  I  hae  nae  mysteries  to  explain,  sir,"  said 
Jeanie,  "  but  only  to  pray  5rou,  as  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel  and  a  gentleman,  to  permit  me  to  go  safe  to 
the  next  public  house  on  the  Lunnon  road." 

"I  shall  take  care  of  your  safety,"  said  young 
Staunton;  "you  need  ask  that  favour  from  no  one. 

"Do  you  say  so  before  my  face?"  said  the  jnsily- 
mcensed  father.  "  Perhaps,  sir,  you  intend  to  fill  up 
the  cup  of  disobedience  and  profligacy  by  forming  a 
low  and  disgraceful  macriage?  But  let  me  bid  you 
Deware." 

"  If  you  were  feared  for  sic  a  thing  happening  wi' 
me,  sir."  ea»'i  Jeanie,  "  I  can  only  say  that  not  for 
all  the  land  that  lies  between  the  twa  ends  of  the  rain- 
bow wad  I  be  the  woman  that  should  wed  yonr  son." 

"There  is  somelhin?  very  singular  in  all  this," 
said  the  elder  Staunton;  "follow  me  into  the  next 
room,  young  woman." 

"  Hear  me  speak  first,"  said  the  young  man.  "  I 
have  but  one  word  to  say.  I  confide  entirely  in  your 
prudence;  tell  my  father  as  much  or  as  little  of  these 
matters  as  you  will,  he  shall  know  neither  more  nor 
lees  from- me." 

His  father  darted  to  him  a  glance  of  indignation, 
which  softened  into  sorrow  as  he  saw  him  sink  down 
on  the  couch,  exhausted  with  the  scene  he  had  un- 
dergone. He  left  the  apartment,  and  Jeanie  followed 
him,  Qeorge  Staunton  raising  himself  as  she  passed 
the  door-way,  and  pronouncing  the  word,  "Remem- 
ber!" in  a  tone  as  monitory  as  it  was  uttered  by 
Charles  I.  upon  the  scaffolo.  The  elder  Staunton 
led  the  way  into  a  small  parlour,  and  shut  ihb  door. 

"  Young  woman,"  said  he,  "  there  is  something  in 
your  face  and  appearance  that  marks  both  sense  and 
simplicity,  and,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  innotence  also 
—Should  It  be  otherwise,  I  can  only  say,  you  are  the 
most  accomplished  hypocrite  I  have  ever  seen. — I 
ask  to  know  no  secret  that  you  have  unwilfing- 
iiess  to  divulge,  least  of  all  those  which  concern  my 
SOIL  His  conduct  has  given  me  too  much  unhap- 
pinesa  to  permit  me  to  hope  comfort  or  satisfaction 
from  him.  If  you  are  such  as  I  suppose  you,  believe 
me,  that  whatever  unhappy  circumstances  may  have 
connected  you  with  Greorge  St&unton,  the  sooner  you 
break  them  through  the  better." 

"  I  think  1  understand  your  meaning,  sir,"  replied 
Jeanie ;  "  and  as  ye  are  sae  frank  as  to  speak  o'  the 
young  jgentleman  in  sic^a  way,  I  must  needs  say 
that  It  IS  but  the  second  time  of  my  speaking  wi'  him 
in  our  lives,  and  what  I  hae  heard  frae  him  on  these 
twa  occasions  has  been  such  that  I  never  wish  to 
hear  the  like  again." 

"Then  it  is  your  real  intention  to  leave  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  proceed  to  London?"  said  the 
Rector. 

"  Certainly,  sir ;  for  I  may  say,  in  one  sense,  that 
the  avenger  of  blood  is  behind  me;  and  if  I  were  but 
assured  against  mischief  by  the  way^* 

"  I  have  made  inquiry,"  said  the  clergyman,  "  after 
the  suspicious  characters  you  described.  They  have 
left  their  place  of  rendezvous;  but  as  they  may  be 
lurking  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  as  you  say  you 
havjB  special  reason  to  apprehend  violence  from  them, 
I  will  put  you  under  the  charge  of  a  eteadv  person, 
who  will  protect  you  as  far  as  Stamford,  and  see  you 
mto  a  light  coach,  which  goes  from  thence  to  Lon- 
dmi." 

'  A  coach  is  not  for  the  like  of  me,  sir,"  said  Jea- 
nie; to  whom  theideaof  a  stage-coach  was  unknown, 
as,  indeed,  they  were  then  only  used  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  London. 

Mr.  Staunton  briefly  explained  that  she  would  find 
mat  mode  of  conveyance  more  commodious,  cheaper, 
tsfti'tiaore  safe,  than  traveUing  on  horseback.    She 


expressed  her  gradtude  with  m>  much  stn^eneM  sf 
heart,  that  he  was  induced  to  ask  her  whetner  aba 
wanted  the  pecuniary  means  of  prosecutmg  her  \oiir-> 
ney.  She  thanked  him,  but  said  she  had  enough  ftr 
her  purpose ;  and,  indeed^  she  had  husbanded  her 
stock  with  great  care.  This  reply  served  also  to  re- 
move some  doubts,  which  naturally  enough  still 
floated  in  Mr.  Staunton's  mind,  respecting  her  cha* 
racter  and  real  purpose,  and  satisfied  him,  at  lease 
that  money  did  not  enter  into  her  scheme  of  decep 
tion,  if  an  impostor  she  should  prore.  He  next  -r&* 
quested  to  know  what  part  of  the  city  she  wished  to 
go  to. 

"To  a  very  decent  merchant^  a  cousin  o*  my  ain, 
a  Mrs.  Glass,  sir.  that  sells  snuff  and  tobacco,  at  thje 
sign  o*  the  Thistle,  somegate  in  the  town." 

Jeanie  communicated  this  intelligence  with  a  feel- 
ipg  tliat  a  connexion  so  respectable  ought  to  give  her 
consequence  in  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Staunton ;  and  she 
was  a  good  deal  surprised  when  he  answered, 

"  And  is  this  woman  your  only  acquaintance  in 
London,  my  poor  girl  7  and  have  you  really  no  better 
knowledge  where  she  is  to  be  found  7" 

"  I  was  ^un  to  see  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  forbjrMrs- 
Glass."  said  Jeanie ;  "  and  if  your  honour  thinks  it 
would  be  best  to  go  there  first,  and  get  some  of  hm 
Grace's  folk  to  show  me  my  cousin's  shop" 

"  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  of  the  Duke  of  Ay- 
gyle's  people  7"  said  the  Rector. 

"  No,  sir." 

"  Her  brain  must  bs  something  touched  after  all, 
or  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  to  rely  on  such  in- 
troductions.—Well,"  said  he  aloud,  "  I  must  not  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  your  journey,  and  so  I  cannot 
be  fit  to  give  you  advice  how  to  manage  it.  But  tho 
landlady  of  the  house  where  the  coach  stops  is  a  very 
decent  person ;  and  as  I  use  her  house  sometimes,  I 
will  give  you  a  recommendation  to  her." 

Jeanie  thanked  him  for  his  kindness  with  her  beet 
curtsy,  and  said,  "  That  with  his  honour's  line,  and 
ane  from  worthy  Mrs.  Biekerton,  that  keeps  the  Se- 
ven Stars  at  Vork,  she  did  not  doubt  to  be  well  taken 
out  in  Lunnon." 

"And  now,"  said  he,  "  I  presume  you  will  be  desi- 
rous to  set  out  immediately."  ^ 

"  If  I  had  been  in  an  inn,  sir,  or  any  suitable  rest- 
ing-place," answered  Jeanie,  "I  wad  not  have  pre- 
sumed to  use  the  LordNs  day  for  travelling;  but  as  I 
am  on  a  journey  of  mercy,  I  trust  my  doing  so  will 
not  be  imputed. 

"You  may,  if  you  choose,  remain  with  Mrs.  Dal- 
ton  for  the  evening;  but  I  desire  you  will  have  no 
further  correspondence  with  my  son,  who  is  not  a 
proper  counsellor  for  a  person  of  your  age,  whatever 
your  difficulties  may  be." 

"Your  honour  speaks  owcr  truly  in  that,"  sai^ 
Jeanie;  "it  was  not  with  my  will  that  I  spoke  wr 
him  just  now,  and— not  to  wish  the  gentleman  ony 
thing  but  glide— I  never  wish  to  see  him  between  th« 
een  again.^ 

"  If  you  please,"  added  the  Rector, "  as  you  seem  to 
be  a  seriously  disposed  young  woman,  you  may  at- 
tend family  worship  in  the  hall  this  evening." 

"I  thank  your  honour,"  said  Jeanie:  "but  I  am 
doubtful  if  my  attendance  would  be  to  edification." 

"How!"  said  the  Rccor;  "so  young,  and  already 
unfortunate  enough  to  hav6  doubts  upon  the  duties  ot 
religion !" 

"Grod  forbid,  sir,"  replied  Jeanie;  "it  is  not  for 
that;  but  I  have  been  bred  in  the  faith  of  the  suffering 
remnant  of  the  presbyterian  doctrine  in  Scotland,  ana 
I  am  doubtful  if  I  can  lawfully  attend  upon  your  fa- 
shion of  worship,  seeing  it  has  been  testified  against 
by  many  precious  souls  of  our  kirk,  and  specially  by 
my  worthy  father." 

"^^  Well,  my  good  girl,"  said  the  Rector,  with  a  good- 
humoured  smile,  "  far  be  it  from  me  to  put  any  force 
upon  your  conscience;  and  yet  yoii  ou^t  to  recollect 
that  the  same  divine  grace  dispenses  its  streams  to 
other  kingdoms  as  well  as  to  Scotland.  As  it  is  as 
•cMential  to  our  spiritual, ,  as  water  to  our  earthly 
wants,  its  springs,  various  in  character,  yet  alike  efft- 
cacious  in  virtue,  are  to  be  found  in  abundance  ihrouj;!!  • 
out  the  Christian  world." 
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"Ah,  but,"  said  Jeanie,  "  though  the  waters  may  be 
alike,  yet,  with  your  worship's  leave,  the  blessing  upon 
tbem  may  not  oe  equal.  It  would  have  been  in  vain 
for  Naainan  the  S>Tian  leper  to  have  bathed  in  Phar- 
phar  and  Abana,  rivers  of  Damascus,  when  it  was 
Dniy  the  waters  of  Jordan  that  were  sanctiiied  for  the 
cure.'' 

•'  Well,"  said  the  Rector,  "  wo  will  not  enter  upon 
the  great  debate  betwixt  Qur  national  churches  at 
present.  We  must  endeavour  to  satisfy  you,  that  at 
least,  amongst  our  errors,  we  preserve  Christian  cha- 
rity, and  a  desire  to  assist  our  brethren." 

He  then  orcfcred  Mrs.  Dal  ton  into  his  presence,  and 
consigned  Jeanie  to  her  particular  charge,  with  diirec- 
tions  to  be  kind  to  her,  and  with  assurances,  that, 
early  in  the  morning,  a  trusty  guide  and  a  (zood  horse 
should  be  ready  to  conduct  he^  to  Siamfora.  He  then 
took  a  serious  and  dignified,  yet  kind  leave  of  her, 
wishine  her  full  success  in  the  objects  of  her  ioumey, 
which  ne  said  he  doubted  not  were  laudable,  from 
the  soundness  of  thinking  which  she  had  displayed 
in  conversation. 

Jeanie  was  again  conducted  by  the  housekeeper  to 
ner  own  apartment.  But  the  evening  was  not  dee* 
lined  to  pass  over  without  further  torment  from 
/oung  Staunton.  A  paper  was  slipped  into  her  hand 
by  the  faithful  Tummas,  which  intimated  his  young 
roaster^s  desire,  or  rather  demand,  to  see  hsr  instantly, 
and  assured  her  he  had  provided  against  interruption. 

"  Tell  your  young  master,"  said  Jennie,  oi^enly,  and 
regardless  of  all  the  winks  and  signs  by  which  Tuni- 
luas  strove  to  make  her  comprehend  that  Mrs.  Dal  ton 
was  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  secret  of  the  corrt^s- 
pondence,  "  that  I  promised  faithfully  to  his  worthy 
father  that  I  would  not  see  him  asain." 

"Tummas,"  said  Mrs.  Dalton,  I  think  vou  might 
be  much  more  creditably  employed^  considering  the 
coat  you  wear,  and  the  house  you  live  in,  than  to  be 
carrying  messages  between  your  young  master  and 
girls  that  chance  to  be  in  this  house." 

"^Vhy,  Mrs.  Dalton,  as  to  that,  I  was  hired  to 
carry  messages,  and  not  to  ask  any  questions  about 
them;  and  it's  not  for  the  like  of  me  to  refuse  the 
Toung  gentleman's  bidding,  if  he  were  a  little  wildish 
or  60.  If  there  was  barm  meant,  there's  no  harm 
Cone,  you  see." 

"  However,"  sakl  Mrs.  Dalton,  "I  gieyou  fair  warn- 
ing, Tummas  Ditton,  that  an  I  catch  thee  at  this  work 
•gain,  his  Reverence  shall  make  a  clear  house  of  you." 

Tummas  retired,  abashed  and  in  dismay.  The  rest 
of  the  evening  passed  away  without  any  thing  worthy 
of  notice. 

Jeanie  cnjoye^  the  comforts  of  a  good  bed  and  a 
•oimd  sleep  with  grateful  satisfaction,  after  the  perils 
•nd  hardships  of  the  preceding  day;  and  such  was 
her  fatij^iK?,  that  she  slept  soundly  until  six  o'clock, 
when  she  was  awakened  by  Mrs.  Dalton,  who  ac- 
yjamtfid  her  that  her  guide  and  horse  were  ready,  and 
in  attendance.  She  hastily  rose,  and,  after  her  morn- 
mg  devotions,  was  soon  ready  to  resume  her  travels. 
The  motherlv  care  of  the  housekeeper  had  ijrovided 
JQ  eany  breakfast,  and,  after  she  had  partaken  of  this 
Joreshment,  she  found  herself  safe  seated  on  a  pillion 
behind  a  s'cut  Lincolnshire  peasant,  who  was,  besides, 
anned  wim  pistols,  to  protect  her  against  any  violence 
Which  might  be  offered. 

They  trudged  on  in  silence  for  a  mile  or  two  along 
a  country  road,  which  conducted  them,  by  hedge  and 
«ate-way,  into  die  principal  highway,  a  little  beyond 
wniham.  At  length  her  master  of  the  horse  nsk^ 
MT  whether  her  name  was  not  Jean,  or  Jane,  Deans. 
JflJ^^answered  in  the  affirmative,  with  some  surprise. 

.Then  here's  a  bit  of  a  note  as  concerns  you,'*  said 
tne  man,  han^ng  it  over  his  left  shoulder.  ''  Its  from 

young  master,  as  I  judge,  and  every  man  about  Will- 

2  u  in  *'  ^*^'"  to  pleasure  him  either  for  love  or  fear; 

2'  "el  tome  to  be  landlord  at  last,  let  them  say  what 

wty  like." 

J  ^^oie  broke  the  seal  of  the  note,  which  was  ad- 
**^*J«i  to  her,  and  read  as  follows : 

You  refuse  to  see  me.   I  suppose  you  are  shocked 

*"  "Jy  character :  but,  in  painting  myself  such  as  I 

am  ^^  "hould  give  me  credit  for  my  sincerity.    I 

•'n  «t  least,  no  hyoocrite.    You  refuse,  however,  to 

vui  111  jl 


see  me,  and  your  conduct  may  be  natnral— hut  Is  it 
wise 'J  1  have  expressed  my  anxiety  to  repair  your 
sister's  misfortunes  at  the  expense  of  my  honour,— 
my  family's  honour— my  own  life;  and  you  think  mo 
too  debased  to  be  admitted  even  to  sacrifice  what  I 
have  remainingof  honour,  fame,  and  life,  in  her  cause. 
Well,  if  the  oncrer  be  despised,  the  victim  is  still 
equally  at  hand ;  and  perhaps  there  may  be  justice  in 
the  decree  of  Heaven,  that  I  shall  not  have  the  me- 
lancholy credit  of  appearing  to  make  this  sacrifice  out  ■ 
of  my  own  free  good- will.  You,  as  you  have  declined 
my  concurrence,  must  take  the  whole  upon  yourself. 
Go,  then«  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll  and^  when  other  ar- 
guments fail  you,  telLjiim  you  nave  ii  m  your  power 
to  bring  to  condign  punishment  the  most  active  f;on- 
spirator  in  the  Porteous  mob.  He  will  hear  you  on 
this  topic,  should  he  be  deaf  to  every  other.  Make 
Vour  own  terms,  for  they  will  be  at  your  own  making. 
Voa  know  where  I  am  to  be  found:  and  you  may  be 
assured  I  will  not  give  you  the  dark  side  of  the  r^ill, 
as  at  Muschat's  Cairn ;  I  have  no  thoughts  of  stirrme  \ 
from  the  house  I  was  born  in;  like  the  hare,  I  shall 
be  worried  in  the  seat  I  started  from.  I  repeat  it- 
make  your  own  terms.  I  need  not  remind  you  to  ask 
your  sister's  life,  for  that  you  will  do  of  course;  but 
make  terms  of  advantage  for  yourself— ask  wealth 
and  reward— office  and  income  for  Butler— ask  any 
thing— you  will  get  any  thing— and  all  for  delivering 
to  the  hands  of  the  executioner  a  man  most  deserving 
of  his  office;— one  who,  though  young  in  years,  is  old 
in  wickedness,  and  whose  most  earnest  desire  is,  affer 
the  storms  of  an  unquiet  hfe,  to  sleep  and  be  at  rest." 

This  extraordinary  letter  was  subscribed  with  the 
initials  G.  S. 

Jeanie  read  it  over  once  or  twice  with  great  atten- 
tion, which  the  slow  pace  of  the  horse,  as  he  stalked 
through  a  deep  lane,  enabled  her  to  do  with  facility. 

When  she  had  perused  this  billet,  her  first  employ- 
ment was  to  tear  it  into  as  small  pieces  as  possibfc, 
and  disperse  these  pieces  in  the  air  by  a  few  at  a 
time^so  that  a  document  containing  so  perilous  a 
secret  might  not  fall  into  any  other  person's  hand. 

The  question  how  far,  in  point  of  extremity,  she 
was  entitled  to  save  her  sister's  life  by  sacrificing 
that  of  a  person  who,  though  guilty  towards  the 
slate,  had  done  her  no  injuiy,  formed  the  next  ear- 
nest and  most  painful  subject  of  con.sideration.  In 
one  sense,  indeed,  it  seemed  as  if  denouncing  the 
guilt  of  Staunton,  the  cause  of  her  sister's  errors 
and  misfortunes,  would  have  bei^n  an  act  of  just,  and 
even  providential  retribution.  But  Jeanie,  in  the 
strict  and  severe  tone  of  morality  in  which  she  was 
educated,  had  to  consider  not  only  the  general  aspect 
of  a  proposed  aciion,  hut  its  justness  and  fitness  in 
relation  to  the  actor,  before  she  could  be,  according 
to  her  own  phrase,  free  to  enter  upon  it.  What  right 
had  she  tc  make  a  barter  between  the  lives  of  Staun- 
ton and  of  Effie,  and  to  sacrifice  the  one  for  the 
safety  of  the  other  1  His  guilt— that  guilt  for  which 
he  was  amenable  to  the  laws— was  a  crime  against 
the  public  indeed,  but  it  was  not  against  her. 

Neither  did  it  seem  to  her  that  his  share  in  the 
death  of  Porteous,  though  her  mind  revolted  at  the 
idea  of  using  violence  to  any  one,  was  in  the  relation 
of  acommon  murder,  against  thepcrpetrator  of  which 
every  one  is  called  to  aid  the  public  magistrate.  That 
violent  action  was  blended  with  many  circumstances, 
which,  in  the  eyes  of  those  of  Jeanie  s  rank  in  life,  if 
they  did  not  altogether  deprive  it  of  the  character  of 
sruiit,  softened,  at  least,  its  most  atrocious  featuri^s. 
The  anxiety  oi  the  government  to  obtain  conviction 
of  some  of  the  offenders,  had  but  served  to  increase 
the  public  feeling  which  connected  the  action,  though 
violent  and  irregular,  with  the  idea  of  ancient  national 
independence.  The  rigorousprocedure  adopted  or  pro- 
posen  csainst  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  the  ancient  me- 
tropofis  of  Scotland— the  extremely  unpopular  and 
injudicious  measure  of  compelling  the  Scottish  cler* 
gy,  contrary  to  their  principles  and  sense  c'duty,  to 
promulgate  from  the  pulpit  the  reward  offered  for  the 
discovery  bf  the  perpetrators  of  this  slaughter,  had 
produced  on  the  pubn9  mind  the  opposite  consoquen-  - 
ces  from  what  were  intended ;  and  Jeanie  felt  con- 
scious, that  whoever  should  lodge  information  coo* 
.  10 


110 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Chap.  XXXT. 


ccniinz  that  c\Tnt,  and  for  wlmtpocvcr  purpose  it 
niijihl  be  done,  it  A'oiild  bt*  considtnd  as  an  act  of 
trcafeon  aif.iinst  tlic  iii'lept^ndcnce  of  Scotland.  With 
llie  faiiaiscifiimof  llip  Scoidi  prcslivlcrians,  there  was 
always  min^Iid  a  t;low  of  national  fcrlin^,  and  Jea- 
r.ie  trcniblL-d  at  the  idea  of  hor  name  bnng  handed 
down  to  r»o3terity  with  that  of  the  "  fausc  Monteath," 
and  one  or  tw«  others,  who,  having  dewrtcd  and 
ootrayt'd  the  cause  of  ihtjir  country,  are  damned  to 
IH.n>-*tual  rcrneinhranco  and  execration  among  its 
poasaniry.  Vet,  to  part  with  Effie's  hfe  once  more, 
when  a  word  spoken  inijzht  save  it,  presecd  severely 
on  Tlie  mind  of  htr  atti-cticmate  sister. 

"The  Lord  support  and  direct  me!"  said  Jeanie, 
*'  for  it  Seems  to  be  his  will  to  try  me  with  difficulties 
far  htyoud  my  ain  strength." 

While  this  thous^ht  passiMl  through  Jennie's  "mind, 
hLC  guard,  tired  of  silence,  began  to  show  some  incli- 
nation Ui  be  communicative.  He  scenud  a  sensible, 
steady  peasant,  but  not  having  more  ddicacy  or  jA-u- 
dcncc  than  is  common  to  tho^e  in  his  situation,  he, 
■  of  course,  chose  the  Wilhnghanri  family  as  the  subject 
of  his  conversation.  From  this  man  Jeanie  learned 
some  particulars  of  which  she  had  hitherto  been  ig- 
norant, and  which  we  will  brietly  recapitulate  for  tiie 
information  of  the  reader. 

The  father  of  Cleorgc  Staunton  had  been  bred  a 
soldier,  and,  during  service  in  the  West  Iiulies,  had 
married  the  heiress  of  a  wealthy  planter.  Hy  this 
lady  he  had  an  only  child,  George  Staunton,  the  un- 
h»py  young  man  who  has  bef.'n  so  often  mentioned 
m  mis  narrative.  He  passed  the  first  part  of  his  r^arly 
youth  under  the  charge  of  a  doling  mother,  and  in 


intolerable  inmate.  And  as  the  young  men  of  hti 
own  rank  would  not  endure  the  purse-proud  inso* 
lence  of  the  Creole,  he  fell  iuto  that  taste  for  low  so- 
ciety, which  is  worse  than  "pressing  to  death,  whip- 
ping, or  hanging."  His  father  sent  him  abroad,  but 
he  only  relumed  wilder  and  more  desperate  than  be- 
fore. It  is  iruK,  this  unhappy  youth  was  not  without 
his  good  qualities.  He  had  lively  wit,  good  tentpt-r, 
reckless  gmerosity,  and  manners  which,  while  ha 
was  under  restraint,  might  pass  well  in  society.  Bnt 
all  these  availed  him  nothing.  He  was  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  turf,  the  gaming-table,  the  cock- 
pit, and  every  worse  rendc-zvous  of  folly  ami  dissipa- 
tion, that  his  mother's  fortune  was  spAit  before  he 
was  twenty-one,  and  he  was  soon  in  debt  and  in  dia- 
tre#s.  His  early  history  may  be  concluded  in  the 
words  of  our  Dfitish  Juvenal,  when  deacribiug  a  si- 
milar character : — 

He.id strong,  detemuni'd  in  }iif>  own  cnrepr. 
lii;  iliou.rht  n'prnof  unjiist.  Hnd  irutti  tit^vcre. 
Tho  -oiil-s  ili«cB»v>  wim  to  it«  rri«i*  rorm*. 
H«>  fi'Mt  )it)i]ioil  nrii!  then  nbjun^  Inn  home  ; 
And  \%ii>::i  li<!  rliiiM'  n  vaj-iifmRd  lo  ho. 
Ho  made  lua  tUtuno  hit  ;lory,  "  I'll  be  free  !'* 

"  And  yet  'tis  pity  on  Measter  George,  too,"  con- 
tinued the  honest  boor,  "  for  he  has  an  open  hand, 
and  winna  let  a  poor  body  want  an  he  has  it." 

The  virtue  of  profuse  generosity,  by  which,  indeed, 
thiy  themselves  are  most  directly  advantaged,  ii 
readily  admitted  by  the  vulgar  as  a  cloak  for  many 
sins. 

At  Stamford  our  heroine  was  deposited  in  safety  by 
her  commimicativc>ajidc.    She  obtained  a  place  in 


the  sticioiy  of  nea:ro  slaves,  whose  study  it  was  to ;  the  coach,  which,  although  termed  a  light  one,  and 
gratify  hift  every  caprice.    His  father  was  a  man  of'  accommodated  with  no  fewer  than  six  hors*s,  only 


worth  and  sense;  but  as  he  alone  retained  tol»;rabl 
health  among  the  officers  of  the  regitnent  he  belonged 
tO;  he  was  murh  engage<l  with  his  duty.  Besides. 
ilrs.  Staimton  was  be.iuiiful  and  wilful,  and  *.n.ioye<l 
but  df'licate  h(>alth;  so  that  it  was  difficult  for  a  man 
of  aftl-ciion.  humaiiitv,  and  a  ouiet  disiK).*»^lion,  to 
struggle  with  her  on  the  point  of  her  over-inuula^ncc 
to  an  only  child.  Indeed,  what  Mr.  Staunton  did  do 
towards  counteracting  the  baneful  efTects  of  his  wife's 
system,  only  tended  lo  render  it  more  pernicious;  for 
every  ristraint  imposed  on  the  bov  m  his  fathers 

Iire««cnee,  was  compensated  by  trtPle  license  during 
lis  absence.  So  that  George  St.nintim  ac(iuire<l, 
even  in  ehildh.jod,  the  habit  of  n\garding  his  father 
as  a  ri^id  eens-ir,  from  wh(»se  severity  lie  was  de- 
sirous of  emancipating  himself  as  soon  and  abso- 
lutely as  nOi:diblu. 
Wn<'n  he  was  about  ten  years  old,  and  when  his 


reached  London  on  the  afternoon  of  the  sf-cond  day. 
The  recommendation  of  the  elder  Mr.  Staunton  pro- 
cured Jeanie  a  civil  rectption  at  the  inn  where  t!ie 
carriace  slopped,  and,  by  the  aid  of  Mrs.  Eickerton'a 
corri  Hpondent,  she  fouri<l  out  her  friend  and  relative 
Mrs.  Glass,  by  whom  she  was  kindly  received  and 
hospitably  entertained. 


CHAPTER  XXXV.  I 

Mt  name  in  Aravln.  jrnu  may  wf!!  think  il  rtrnnrft, 
To  \i\c  ;ii  llic  court  and  ni-vcr  to  chaosf.—Ji'i.iut. 

Few  namesdeserve  more  honourable  mention  in  the 
hi.*lory  of  Scotland,  during  this  period,  than  that  of 
John.  Duke  of  Argyle  and  Greenwich.  Hi*  talents 
as  a  statesman  and  a  soMicr  were  geiuTally  admitted ; 
he  was  not  without  ambition,  but  "without  the  ill- 


tnirid  ha<l  reocivf  d  all  the  seeds  of  ihos.;  cvij  wef.ds  I  ncss  that  attends  it"— without  tliat  irregularity  ot 
which  al*terwr.rd*»  gnw  apace,  his  mother  died,  and  '  thtiught  and  aim,  which  often  excites  great  mm,  in 
his  father,   half  ht  art-broken,  relumed  to  ICnsland. .  his  inruhar  situation,  (for  it  was  a  verv  peculiar  one,) 


Tosumupln.r  in.prtjdince  and  uniustituible  indul 
gfuee,  shi'  had  contrived  i(»  pl'i«^<f  a  con.'*iderrible  part 
of  her  ftirtune  at  her  s«)n'n  e.\«"hisive  control  or  dis- 
Dijsr.l;  m  rons'-fjurticeof  vihirh  rnanagenwnT,  (Joorgo 
Slaunton  had  n.ithi.vn  long  in  Knglaiid  till  he  Irarn- 
tid  his  indi]i(.ri(!rnee,  and  how  to  al)u««e  it.  Ilis  fa- 
tlu.r  had  eiiCeavniirt  1  to  rfCtilV  thedefrrls  of  hisnlu- 
cation  by  plai-ing  l:i[ii  in  a  will-renulattd  seniinar>'. 
But  aithou;;h  l:e  M:->w<d  some  capacity  for  barnijig, 
his  riotous  comlurt  S'lon  became  inl"Urabh'  to  h'.s 
teachers.  He  frnjiid  means  (roorasily  afli»rded  to  all 
yoiiihs  who  have  c«Ttain  exiMTiatioiis)  of  prorMirine 
saeh  a  cunnnaiid  of  isi-Hii-y  :is  enahhtl  Jiim  to  antici- 
pate m  b'jyli«M)d  ihe  fr.d.es  and  follirs  of  a  mure  ma- 
ture age.  aiul.  w:th  th«  .•«•;  a';c'mip!i«<htii«'iits,  he  was 


to  grasp  the  nuans  of  raising  them.«»e1ves  to  powr-r, 
at  the  risk  of  throwing  a  kingdom  into  confusion. 
PoiH.'  has  distinguishi'd  him  as 

Arvvli',  ilio  yfntrV  vvhcilp  iluindpr  hom  to  wiold, 

A:ii!  Ktiakt>  alike  tliv  ^:enntc  and  t)m  ti»:!d. 

He  was  alike  fn'e  from  the  ordinary  vices  of  rtatra- 
ni'^n.  namely,  fahehood.  and  dissimulation  :  and  fn>ln 
those  of  warrivirs,  inordinate  and  violent  thirst  after 
sel  f-  agsrra  n  d :  zruien  t . 

Scotlunrl.  his  native  rotmtry,  stood  at  this  time  in 
a  Vi.ry  pn.cariou.^  and  dimbifii'l  situation.  SliP  was 
indetd  united  to  Knglaiid.  but  the  cfni*nl  had  not 
had  tinif  to  acquire  cojii»istr'nc«\  The  irrirntion  of 
anci«:i!t  wronu's  still  subsisted,  imd  betwixt  the  fretful 


.,  j'.alousy  of  the  Scottish,  and  the  supercilious  disdain 

feiurn.'d  on  his  faih-r'n  haifiM  a*«  a  proiligale  boy, ;  of  the  Fngli^h,  quarrels  npeati-dly  occurret',  in  the 
wlioso  example  iiii'^ht  niin  a  hundr<:d.  i  cour.«»i  of  which  the  nationnl  U-aciue,  so  im|,ortant  to 

The  eiil*  r  Mr.  Staunton,  wliuso  mind,  since  his"  tlie'snfeTv  of  both,  was  in  th»' utmost  danger  of  being 
wife's  death,  had  beui  tinned  with  a  melancholy, .  dissolved.  ^  Scotland  had,  besides,  the  l[ii.'*a'lvant8ge 
which  Certainly  his  son's  conduotdid  not  tend  todis- 1  of  being  divided  into  intestine  factions,  which  hated 
pel,  had  taken  onhrs,  and  was  inducted  by  his  bro- 1  each  other  bitterly,  and  waited  but.a  signal  to  break 
th.'r  Sir  William  Staunton  into  the  family  living  of  forth  into  action. 

Willingham.    The  revenue  was  a  matter  of  amse- 1     In  sucii  circumstances,  another  man,  with  the  ta 
quence  to  him.  for  he  r)erived  little  advantage  from    lents  and  rank  of  Argyle,  but  without  a  mind  so  hap 
Die  emntc  of^  his  late  wife;  and  his  own  fortune  was   pily  regulated,  would  have  soiight  to  rise  from  tn» 
f/j'ff  ofayounL:cr  brother.  \  earth  in  tho  whirlwind,  and  direct  its  fury.    He  diO80 

fic  took  bin  son  ro  n-side  with  him  at  the  rectory ;  i  a  couriie  wore  safe  and  more  honournblc. 
mift  ite  aooD  found  that  hia  dimxrden  renderod  hlxn  an  I    Swmt^  %Wfe  \2kiA  vfAVf  ^ikucxusoa  «1  UetMa«aii 
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^oiee  wM  raised,  whather  in  office  or  opposiuon,  for 
'^koae  raeaauree  whfcfi  were  at  once  iust  and  lenient 
His  higb  military  talents  enabled  him,  during  the 
•lemorable  year  1715,  to  render  such  services  to  the 
boose  of  Hanover,  as,  perhaps,  were  too  great  to  be 
either,  acknowledged  or  repaid*  He  had  employed, 
loo,  bis  utmost  influence  in  softening  the  conseqoen- 
cee  of  that  insarrection  to  the  unfortunate  gentlemen, 
whom  a  mistaken  sense  of  loyalty  had  engaged  in 
the  affair,  and  was  rewarded  by  the  esteem  andliirec- 
tion  of  his  country  in  an  uncommon  degree.  This 
popolaritr  with  a  discontented  and  warlike  people, 
was  suoposed  to  be  a  subject  of  jealousy  at  court, 
where  tne  power  to  become  dtingerous  is  sometimes 
of  itself  obnoxious,  though  the  inclination  is  not  uni- 
ted with  it.  Besides,  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  independ- 
ent and  somewhat  haughty  mode  of  expressing  him- 
self in  Parliament,  and  acting  in  public,  were  ul  cal- 
culated to  attract  royal  favour.  He  was,  therefore, 
always  fespected.  and'  Ofte^  employed;  but  he  was 
not  a  fat burite  ot  QeorSfe  the  Second,  his  consort  or 
his  ministers.  At  several  dilTerent  periods  in  his  life, 
the  Duke  might  be  considered  as  in  absolute  disgrace 
at  court  alcmragh  he  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  a  de- 
elared  member  of  opposition.  ^This  rendered  him 
the  dearer  to  Scotland,  because  it  was  usually  in  her 
caose  that  he  incurrra  the  displeasure  of  his  sove- 
reign ;  and  t^on  this  verv  occasion  of  the  Porteous 
mob,  the  animated  and  eloquent  opposition  which  he 
had  offered  to  the  severe  measures  which  were  about 
to  be  adopted  towards  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  was 
the  more  gratefully  received  in  that  mctropons,  as  it 
was  understood  mat  the  Duke's  interposition  had 
given  personal  ofYence  to  dueen  CaroUne. 

His  conduct  on  this  occasion,  as,  indeed,  that  of  all 
the  Scottish  members  of  the  legislature,  with  one  or 
two  unworthy  exceptions  had  been  in  the  highest  de- 
groe  spirited.    The  p&pular  tradition,  concerning  his 
teply  to  Q.ue3n  Caroline,  has  been  given  already,  and 
iORke  fragments  of  his  speech  against  the  Porteous  bill 
are  still  remembered.    He  retorted  upon  the  Chancel- 
lor, Lord  Hardwicke,  the  insinuation  that  he  had 
•tated  himself  in  this  case  rather  as  a  party  than  as  a 
judge  :— "  I  appeal,"  said  Argyle,  "to  the  House— to 
the  nation^  if  I  can  be  justly  branded  with  tlie  infamy 
Of  being  a  jobber  or  a  partisan.    Have  I  been  a  briber 
of  votes  *? — abuyer  of  troughs  t— the  agent  of  corrup- 
hon  for  any  purpose,  or  on  behalf  of  any  party  1— 
Consider  my  life ;  examine  my  actions  in  the  field  and 
tn  the  cabinet,  and  see  where  there  Hes  a  blot  that  can 
attach  to  my  honour.  '  I  have  shown  myself  the  friend 
of  my  country— the  loyal  subject  of  my  king.    I  am 
ready  to  do  so  again,  without  an  instant  s  regard  to  the 
frowns  or  smiles  of  a  court.    I  have  experienced  both, 
ind  am  prepared  with  indifference  for  either.    I  have 
ffiven  my  reasons  for  opposing  this  bill,  and  I  have 
toade  it  appear  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the  interna- 
tional treaty  of  union,  to  the  liberty  of  Scotland,  and, 
reflectively,  to  that  of  England,  to  common  justice. 
10  common  sense,  and  to  the  public  interest.    Shall 
the  metropolis  of  Scotland,  the  capital  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  the  residence  of  a  long  line  of  mo- 
narchs,  by  whom  that  noble  city  was  graced  and  dig* 
ni&d— shall  such  a  city,  for  the  fault  of  an  obscure 
Md  unknown  body  ofrioters,  be  deprived  of  its  ho- 
nours and  its  privileges— its  gates  and  its  guards  7— 
ind  shall  a  native  Scotsman  tamely  behold  the  ha- 
Tocl    I  glory,  my  Lords,  m  opposing  such  unjust 
''gour,  and  reckon  it  my  dearest  pride  and  honour 
to  stand  up  in  defence  of  my  native  country,  while 
thus  laid  open  to  undeserved  shame,  and  unjust  spolia- 
tion." 

p  Other  statesmen  and  orators,  both  Scottish  and 
En&ish,  used  the  same  arguments,  the  bill  was  gra- 
yally  stripped  of  its  most  oppressive  an4  obnoxious 
naiues,  and  at  length  ended  m  a  fine  upon  the  city 
Jf  Edinburgh  in  favour  of  Portjeous's  widow.  So 
«J»t,  as  somebody  observed  at  the  time,  the  whole  of 
•hese  fierce  debates  ended  in  making  the  fortune  of 
M  old  cookmaid,  such  having  been  the  good  wo- 
■*jgi  •  original  capacity. 

.  Tns  oourt,  however,  did  not  forget  the  bafl^e  they 
2J»  iwnvod  in  this  afTab*,  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
WHO  hid  contributed  so  much  to  it  was  thereafter 


considered  as  a  person  ip  disgrace.    It  is  necessary 
to  place  these  cntumstances  under  the  reader^  ob- 
servation, both  because  they  are  connected  with  the 
preoeding  and  subsequent  part  of  our  narrative. 
The  Duke  was  alone  in  his  study,  when  one  of  hia 

gentlemen  acquainted  him,  that  a  country  giri,  from 
cotland,  was  desirous  of  speaking  with  his  Grace. 

"A  country-girl,  and  from  Scotland!"  said  the 
Duke;  "what  can  have  brought  the  silly  fool  to 
London?— Some  lover  pressed  and  sent  to  sea,  or 
some  stock  sunk  in  the  South-Sea  funds,  or  some 
such  hopeful  concern,  I  suppose,  and  then  nobody  to 
manage  the  matter  but  MacCallummore.— Well,  this 
same  popularity  has  its  inconveniences.— However, 
show  our  countrywoman  up,  Archibald— it  is  ill  man- 
ners to  keep  her  in  attendance." 

A  young  woman  of  rather  low  stature,  and  whose 
countenan^  might  be  termed  very  modest,  aod 
pleasing  in  expression,  though  sun-burnt,  somewhat 
freckled,  and  not  possessing  regular  features,  was 
ushered  into  the  splendid  library.  ^  She  wore  the  tar- 
tan plaid  of  her  country,  adjusted  so  as  portly  to 
cover  her  head,  and  partly  to  fall  back  over  her 
shoulders.  A  quantity  of  fair  hvr,  disposed  with 
great  simplicity  and  neatness,  appeared  in  front  of 
ner  round  and  good-humoured  ffece,  to  which  the  so- 
lemnity of  her  errand,  and  her  senst  of  the  Duke's 
rank  and  importanjk,  gave  an  appearance  of  deep 
awe,  but  not  of  slavish  tear  or  fluttered  bashfulness. 
The  rest  of  Jeanib's  dress  was  in  the  style  of  Scottish 
maidens  of  her  own  class ;  but  arranged  with  that 
scrupulous  attention  to  neatness  and  cleanliness, 
which  we  often  find  united  with  that  purity  of  mind, 
of  which  it  is  a  neural  emblem. 

She  stopped  near  the  entrance  of  the  room,  made 
her  deepest  reverence,  and  crossed  her  hands  upon 
her  bosom  without  uttering  a  syllable.  The  Duke 
of  Argyle  advanced  towardsher;  and,  if  she  admired 
his  graceful  deportment  and  rich  ciress.  decorated  with 
the  orders  which  had  been  deservedly  bestowed  on 
him,  his  courteous  manner,  and  quick  and  intelligent 
cast  of  countenance,  he,  on  his  part,  was  not  less,  or 
less  deservedly,  struck  with  the  quiet  simplicity  and 
modesty  expressed  in  the  dress,  manners,  and  coun- 
tenance of  his  humble  countrywoman. 

"  Did  you  wish  to  speak  with  me,  my  bonny  lass?" 
said  the  Duke,  using  the  encouraging  epithet  which 
at  once  acknowledged  the  connexion  between  them  as 
country-folk;  "or  did  you  wish  to  see  the  Duchess?" 

"My business  is  with  your  honour,  my  Lord— I 
mean  your  Lordship's  Grace." 

"  And  what  is  it,  my  good  girl  ?"  said  the  Duke, 
in  the  same  mild  and  encouraging  tome  of  vciee. 
Jeanie  looked  at  Ae  attendant  "Leave  us,  Archi- 
bald," said  the  Duke^  "  and  wait  m  the  ante-room.*' 
The  domestic  retired.  **  And  now  sit  down,  my  good 
lass,"  said  the  Duke  ;  "  take  your  breath— take  your 
time,  and  tell  me  what  you  have  got  to  say.  I  guess 
by  yoiur  dress,  you  are  just  come  up  from  poor  old 
Scotland— Did  you  come  through  the  streets  in  your 
tartan  plaid  ?" 

"  No,  sir,"  said  Jeanie ;  "  a  friend  brought  me  in 
ane  o*  their  street  coaches— a  very  decent  woman," 
she  added,  her  courage  increasing  as  she  became  fami- 
liar with  the  sound  of  her  own  voice  in  such  a  pre- 
sence ;  "  your  Lordship's  Grace  kens  her-it's  Mrs. 
Glass,  at  the  sign  o*  the  Thistla" 

"  O,  my  worthy  snuff-merchant— I  have  always  a 
chat  with  Mrs.  Glass  when  I  purchase  my  Scotch 
high-dried.— Well,  but  your  business,  my  bonny  wo- 
man—time  and  tide,  you  know,  wait  for  no  one." 

"  Your  honour— I  beg  your  Lordship's  pardon— I 
mean  your  Grace^"— for  it  must  be  nouoed,  that  this 
matter  of  addressing  the  Duke  by  his  appropriate  title 
had  been  anxiously  inculcated  upon  Jeanie  by  her 
friend  Mrs.  GHass,  in  whose  eyes  it  was  a  matter  of 
such  importance,  that  her  last  words,  as  Jeanie  left 
the  coach,  were,  "  Mind  to  say  your  Grace ;"  and 
Jeania  who  had  scarce  ever  in  her  life  spoke  to  a  per- 
son of  higher  quality  than  the  Laird  of  Dumbiedikea, 
found  great  difficulty  in  arranging  her  language  ac* 
cordingto  the  niles  of  ceremony. 

The  Duke,  who  saw  her  embarrassment,  said,  witd 
hifl  usual  afinbility,  "  Never  miiid  my  grace,  la 
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§'  ist  speak  out  a  pinin  tale,  and  show  you  have  a 
cotcii  tongue  in  vour  iiuad." 

"  Sir,  I  am  mucklc  obli^rxi— Sir,  I  am  the  sister  of 
that  p^>or  uiit'orlunatti  criniinnl,  Kt!ii3  Deans,  who  is 
OrtleN-d  for  cxt-culion  at  I-lilinbur^h/' 

"  Ail !''  said  the  Duke,  "  I  have  licard  of  that  un- 
happy story,  I  think— a  ca:<e  of  child- murder,  under  a 
special  act  of  parliament— Duncan  Forbes  nienliuned 
it  a:  dinner  thu  other  day." 

"  .And  I  was  come  up  frae  the  north,  sir,  to  sec 
what  could  be  done  for  her  in  the  way  of  getting  a 
repri'ive  or  pardon,  sir,  or  tlie  like  of  that." 

Alas!  rny  pour  ^irl,''  snid  the  Duke,  "you  have 
made  a  Ion.:;  and  a  bad  journey  to  vorv  little  purpose 
—Vour  f'Mnif.r  is  ordered  for  execution. 

*'  But  I  am  given  to  understand  that  there  is  law 
for  reprieving  her,  if  it  is  in  the  kuig's  pleasure,''  said 
Jeanie. 

*'  f'ertainly  there  is,"  said  the  Duke;  "  but  that  is 
pm>-ly  in  the  King'.s  breast.  The  crime  has  been  hut 
lyu  common— the  Scotcli  crown-lawyers  think  it  is 
right  tliere  should  be  an  example.  Then  the  late  dis- 
ordi;r.<  in  tldinburHli  have  excited  a  prejudice  in  go- 
vernment against  the  nation  at  lari^e,  whicli  they 
think  can  duly  be  mana^c^i  by  measures  of  intimida- 
tion and  severity.  Wiiai  argument  have  you,  my  poor 
girl,  exctpt  the  warmth  of  your  sisterly  allection.  to 
offer  ai,'amst  all  this  ?— ^\  iiat  is  your  interest  7— 
What  iriends  have  you  at  court?" 

"  None,  excfci)tin;'  God  and  your  Grace,"  said 
Jcaoif,  hidl  keening  her  ground  resolutely,  however. 

*'  Alas  I'  said  the  Duke.  "  I  could  almost  say  with 
old  Orniond,  tiiat  there  could  not  be  any,  whose  in- 
fluence was  smaller  with  kings  aifH  ministers.  It  is 
a  cruel  part  of  our  situation,  younj;  woman— I  mean 
of  the  (situation  of  men  in  mv  circumstances,  that 
tlie  i)ublic  ascribe  to  tlieiii  intiuencc  wiiich  they  do 
not  possess;  and  that  individuals  are  led  to  expect 
from  them  at<aistance  which  wu  have  no  means  of 
rend'.'rin^.  liut  candour  and  plain  dealing  is  in  the 
power  of  every  one^  and  I  must  not  let  you  imagine 
you  have  resources  in  my  influence,  which  do  not 
exis*t,  to  nudie  your  distress  liie  heavier— I  have  no 
ine:!"?;  of  averting  your  sisters  fate— She  must  die." 

"We  must  a'  die,  sir,"  said  Jeanie;  "it  is  our 
comm.m  doom  for  our  father's  transgressions:  but 
W(-  shouidna  hasten  ilk  othi.-r  out  o'  the  world,  that's 
what  yiiur  honour  kens  beiiirr  than  me." 
_  '*  31/  goofi  young  woman,''  said  the  Duke,  mildly, 
*'  we  are  all  apt  to  blame  the  law  under  which  we 
immediately  sutler;  but  you  seem  to  have  been  well 
educatixl  in  your  line  of  !if«i,  and  you  must  know  that 
it  is  alike  the  law  of  God  and  man,  that  the  murderer 
*hall  surely  die." 

'*  Hut.  sir,  Kfiie— that  is,  my  poor  sister,  sir— canna 
bepi-ov«.(l  to  be  a  murdonr;  and  if  she  he  not,  and 
the  law  lake  her  life  notwithstanding,  wha  is  it  that 
la  t\u-  muidi-rer  then  ?" 

I'  I  ain  no  lawyer,"  said  the  Duke ;  "  and  I  own  I 
tliink  the  s^tatute  a  very  sevt-re  one.'* 

"  Vou  are  a  law-maki-r,  sir,  with  your  leave;  an<l, 
therefore,  ye  have  power  over  the  law,"  answered 
Jeanie. 

,  "Not  in  my  individual  capacity,"  said  the  Duke; 
**  ifioiigli,  as  one  of  a  large  body,  I  have  a  voice  in  the 
l«»cislatiMn.  Bui  that  eannot  serve  you— nor  have  I  at 
present.  I  care  not  who  knows  it,  so  much  personal 
inthitrnce  with  tiie  sovereign,  as  would  entitle  me  to 
ask  from  him  the  most  insignificant  favour.  What 
could  ti  nipt  you,  young  woman,  to  address  yourself 
to  me?' 

"It  was  yoursell,  sir." 

"  Mvsjilf  ?"  he  replied— "I  am  sure  you  have  never 
seen  n'lc  I u  fore." 

"Xo.  .sirj  but  a' the  world  kens  that  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  i.H  hu  country's  friend;  and  that  ye  fight  for 
flic  nifht,  and  t^iK.ak  for  the  right,  and  that  there's 
nane  like  yours  in  our  present  I»ru(l,  and  so  they  that 
ihjik  tliHiiisi-lves  wrangird  draw  to  refuge  under  your 
shadow:  and  if  ye  wuiinn  stir  to  save  the  blood  of  an 
tnniMunt  couinrywomixn  of  your  ain,  what  should  wi^ 
nxiM-ct  frnv  stftlmma  uml  straimtrs  ?  And  maybe  1 
dvuijtninhyr  rtinmm  for  iroubhuK  your  Iionour  " 


"I  hoe  understood  from  my  father,  that  your  ho 
nour's  house,  and  especially  your  gudesirc  and  hia 
father,  laid  down  their  lives  on  ilic  sea i: old  in  tht 
persecuting  time.  And  my  fiarher  was  honoured  19 
gie  his  testimony  Ivaiih  in  tliecage  and  in  the  pillory 
as  is  specially  mentioned  in  the  books  of  Peter  Walker 
the  packman,  that  your  honour,  I  daresay,  kens,  fox 
he  uses  maist  partly  the  west-land  of  Scotlaiui.  And. 
sir,  there's  ane  that  takes  concern  in  me,  that  wished 
me  to  gang  to  your  Grace's  presence,  for  his  gude&ire 
had  done  your  gracious  gudesirc  some  good  turn,  an 
ye  will  see  frae  these  papers." 

With  these  words,  she  delivered  to  the  Duke  the 
little  parcel  which  she  had  received  from  Ruiler.  He 
opened  it,  and,  in  the  envelope,  read  witli  some  tur- 
i  prise,  ''Muster-roll  of  itie  men  serving  in  the  troop  of 
I  that  godly  geiuhfiiian.  Captain  Salaihit.l  Bangtexi.— 
Obadiah    5lugi;leton,    Sin-Despise    Double-knock, 
Stand-fast-iii-laith  Gipp^^urn-to  t  he-rig  hi  Thwack- 
!  away  -What  the  deuce  is^^thia  ?   A  list  oil  Prai«'-God 
Harebone's  Parliament,  I  think,  or  of  old  N  Jl's  evan- 
gelical army- that  last  fellow  should  understand  his 
wheelings  to  jiKl:;e  by  his  name.— But  wlutt  does  all 
this  mean,  my  girl  7" 

"  It  was  the  other  paper,  sir,"  said  Jeanie,  somewhat 
abashed  at  the  mistake. 

"0,  this  is  mv  unfortunate  grandfatlicr'a  hand  sdre 
enough— 'To  all  who  may  have  friendship  for  tha 
house  of  Arg>'le.  these  are  to  certify,  that  Benjamin 
Butler,  of  Monk  s  regiment  of  dragooun.  having  been, 
under  Cvod,  the  means  of  saving  mv  life  from  four 
Knglish  trooiMjrs  who  were  about  to  sfay  me,  I,  liaving 
no  other  present  means  of  recompense  in  my  power, 
do  give  him  this  acknowledgment,  hoping  that  it 
may  be  useful  to  him  or  his  during  these  troublesoma 
times;  and  do  conjure  my  friends,  tenants,  kinsmeo, 
and  whoever  will  do  aught  for  me,  either  in  the 
Highlands  or  Lowlands,  to  protect  and  assist  ilie  said 
Benjamin  Butler,  and  his  friends  or  family,  on  their 
lawful  occasions,  giving  them  such  countenance, 
maintenance,'  and  simply,  as  may  correspond  witlx 
the  benefit  he  hath  bestowed  on  me;  witness  my 
hand—  ...  'Lorse.' 

"This  is  a  strong  injunction— This  Benjamin  But- 
ler was  your  grandfather.  I  suppose  ? — Vou  sccm  too 
young  to  have  been  his  daughter." 

"  He  was  nae  akin  to  me,  sir— he  was  grandfather  to 
anc— to  a  neij^hbour's  son— to  a  sincere  wet-l-wisher 
of  mine,  sir,"  dropping  her  little  curtsy  as  she  spoke. 

"01  understand,"  said  the  Duke—"  a  truelove  aH'air. 
He  was  the  grandsire  of  one  you  are  engaged  to  V  ' 

"  One  I  ucis  engage<l  to,  i>ir,''  said  Jeanie,  .si£;hing; 
"but  this  unhappy  business  of  my  poor  sister'^ 


What  ?"  said  the  Duke  liasiily,— "  he  has  not  de- 
sertcfl  you  on  that  accobnl,  has  he  Y* 

''Xo,  sir:  he  wad  be  the  last  to  leave  a  friend  in 
difTiculties,  said  Jeanie:  "  but  1  maun  think  for 
him.  as  wif.l  as 'for  mysell.  He  is  a  clergyman,  sir, 
and  it  would  not  besiHjiii  him  to  inairy  the  hke  of  me, 
wi'  this  disgrace  on  iiiy  kindred." 

''You  are  a  singular  young  woman,"  said  tha 
Duke.  "  You  seem  to  me  to  think  of  every  one  be- 
fore yoursell.  And  have  you  really  comu  up  from 
Edinburgh  on  foot,  to  attempt  this  hopeless  solicita 
lion  for  your  sisit  r's  life  7" 

"It  was  not  a'thegethcr  on  foot,  sir,"  answered 
Jeanie;  "for  I  Bonietim(<«  got  a  east  in  a  wairun. 
and  I  had  a  horse  from  Ferrybridge,  and  then  ib« 
coach" 

"Well,  never  mind  all  that,"  interrupted  the  Duke— 
"What  nason  have  you  for  thinkinij  your  sisiei 
innocent?" 

"  ISecause  she  has  not  been  provt^d  guilty,  as  will 
appear  from  K>okinu  at  these  papt-rs." 

She  put  ir.to  his  hand  a  note  of  tlic  evidence,  and 
copies  of  her  sister's  di  claration.  Tliese  jKipers  But- 
ler had  procured  a fier  iur  departure,  and  Suddh-irea 
had  them  forwarded  to  London,  to  Mrs.  Glass's 
care;  so  that  Jeanie  found  t!ie  documents,  so  neces- 
sary for  supporting  her  suit,  lying  in  readiness  at  her 
arrival. 

"  Sit  down  m  that  chair,  my  good  girl,"  said  th« 
Duke, "  'iuiA  V  ftW\cc  onw  vVv^  ^^viW- 
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otcfa  change  m  his  ooantenance  u  he  cast  his  eye 
'rarough  tno  papers  briefly,  yet  with  attention,  and 
making  memoranda  as  he  went  along.  After  reading 
dtem  hastily  over,  he  looked  tip,  and  seemed  about  to 
sgieak,  yet  cnanged  his  purpose,  as  if  afraid  of  coin- 
nitiiog  himself  by  giving  too  hasty  an  opinion,  and 
lead  over  again  several  passages  which  *he  had 
marked  as  being  most  important.  All  this  he  did  in 
i^orter  time  than  can  be  supposed  by  men  of  ordinary 
talents;  for  his  mind  was  oi  that  acute  and  penetra- 
ting character  which  discovers,  with  the  slance  of 
intuition,  what  facts  bear  on  the  particiuar  point 
that  chances  to  be  subjected  to  consideration.  At 
length  he  rose,  after  a  few  minutes  deep  reflection.— 
"Toung  woman,"  said  he,  "your  sisters  case  must 
certainly  be  termed  a  hard  one." 
"  God  bleAS  you,  sir,  for  that  very  word !"  said  Jeanie. 
"It  teems  contrary  to  the  genius  of  British  law," 
continued  the  Duke,  *'  to  take  that  for  granted  which 
is  not  proved,  or  to  punish  with  death  for  a  crime, 
which,  for  aaght  the  prosecutor  has  been  able  to 
show,  may  not  have  been  committed  at  all." 
^  '*  Clod  bless  you,  sir!"  again  said  Jeanie,  who  had 
risen  from  her  seat,  and,  with  clasped  hands,  eves 
l^itterin^  through  tears,  and  features  which  trembled 
with  anxiety,  drank  in  every  word  which  the  Duke 
ottered. 

**But  alasl  my  poor  giri,"  he  continued,  "what 
|9)od  wiU  my  opinion  do  you,  unless  I  could  impress 
It  upon  those  in  whose  hands  your  sister's  life  is  pla-* 
ted  by  the  lawl  Besides,  I  am  no  lawyer ;  and  I  must 
•peak  with  some  of  our  Scottish  gentlemen  of  the 
^wn  about  the  matter." 

"O  btft^  sir,  what  seems  reasonable  to  your  honour, 
will  certamly  be  the  same  to  them,"  answered  Jeanie. 
**  I  do  not  Know  that,"  replied  the  Duke ;  "  ilka  man 
.  buckles  his  belt  his  ain  gate— vou  know  our  old  Scotch 
proverb  1 — But  you  shall  not  nave  placed  this  reliance 
on  me  altogether  in  vain.  Leave  these  papers  with 
me,  and  you  shall  hear  from  me  to-morrow  or  next 
day.  TaRe  care  to  be  at  home  at  Mrs.  jGtIass's.  and 
ready  to  come  to  me  at  a  moment's  wming.  It 
will  be  unnecessary  for  you  to  give  Mrs.  Glass  the 
trouble  to  attend  you  j— and,  by  the  by,  you  will  please 
to  be  dressed  Jhst  as  you  are  at  present." 

*I  wad  haeputtenon  a  cap,  sir,"  saifl  Jeanie,  "but 
your  honour  kens  it  isna  the  fashion  of  my  country  for 
single  women;  and  I  judged  that  being  sae  mony  hun- 
dred miles  frae  hame,  your  Grace's  heart  wad  warm 
to  the  tartan,"  looking  at  the  corner  of  her  plaid. 
"  You  judged  quite  right,"  said  the  Duke.  "  I Icnow 
me  full  value  of  the  snood ;  and  MacCallummore's 
heart  will  be  as  cold  as  death  can  make  it,  when  it 
«|oe8  nU  warm  to  the  tartan.  Now.  go  away,  and 
don't  be  out  of  the  way  when  I  send. 

Jeanie  repliwl,— "There  is  little  fear  of  that,  sir,  for 
I  nave  littte  heart  to  go  to  see  sights  amang  this  wil- 
deraess  of  black  houses.  But  ii  I  might  say  to  your 
gracious  honour,  that  if  ye  ever  condescend  to  speak 
to  ony  ane  that  is  of  greater  degree  than  yoursell, 
though  maybe  it  is  nae  civil  in  me  to  say  sae,  just  if 
you  would  think  there  can  be  nae  sic  odds  between 
ypti  an(^.  them,  as  between  poor  Jeanie  Deans  from 
Saint  LeonaTa*s  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle;  and  so  din- 
ni  be  chappit  back  or  cast  down  wi'  the  first  rough 
aiwwer." 

**  I  am  not  apt,"  said  the  Duke,  laughing,  "  to  mind 
Jjugh  answers  much—Do  not  you  nope  too  much 
•rom  what  I  have  promised.  I  will  do  my  beet,  but 
God  has  the  hearts  of  kings  in  his  own  hand." 

Jwinie  curtsied  reverently  and  withdrew,  attended 
•y  the  Duke*B  gentleman,  to  her  hackney-coach,  with 
■  r^5^*  which  her  appearance  did  not  demand,  but 
*wch  was  perhaps  paid  to  the  length  of  the  interview 
^^  which  his  master  had  honoured  her. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

^  'Aw^nd, 

while  radiant  tummcr  upeof  all  its  prid«, 
Thr  lull,  detif  htfUt  8hen«  i    Here  let  us  sweep 
Hm  tKHtodlcis  landscape.— Thomson. 

.  ?»oii  her  kind  and  officious,  but  somewhat  gos- 
"P"i8  friend,  Mrn^  Glass,  Jeanie  imderwent  a  very 
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dose  catechism  on  their  road  to  the  Strand,  where 
the  Thistle  of  the  good  lady  flourished  in  full  glory, 
and,  with  its  legend  of  Nemo  me  imjmnet  distin- 
guished a  shop  then  well  known  to  all  Scottish  foik 
of  high  and  low  degree. 

"  And  were  you  sure  aye  to  say  your  Grace  to  him  V* 
said  the  good  old  lady ;  "  for  ane  should  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  MacCaliummere  and  the  bits  0* 
southern  bodies  that  they  ca*  lords  here—there  are  as 
mony  o'  them,  Jeanie,  as  would  gar  ane  think  they 
monn  cost  but  little  fash  in  the  making«-some  of 
them  I  wadna  trust  wF  six  pennies-worth  of  black 
rappee— someof  them  I  wadua  gie  mysell  the  trouble  to 
put  up  a  haony  worth  in  brown  paper  for.— But  I  hope 
you  showed  your  breeding  to  the  Duke  of  Arayle,  for 
what  sort  of  folk  would  he  think  yourfriendsln  Lon- 
don, if  you  had  been  lordiiig  him,  and  him  a  Duke?" 

"He  didna  seem  muckle  to  mind."  said  Jeanie; 
"  he  kend  that  I  was  landward  bred." 

**  Weel,  weel,"  answered  the  good  lady.  "  His 
Grace  kens  me  weel ;  so  I  am  the  Tess  anxious  about 
it.  I  never  fill  his  snuff-box  but  he  says,  *  How  d' vo 
do,  good  Mrs.  Glass?— How  are  all  our  friends  ifl  tna 
North?'  or  it  maybe—'  Have  ye  heard  from  the  North 
lately  V  And  you  may  be  sure,  I  make  my  best  curtsy, 
and  answer,  My  Lord  Duke,  I  hope  your  Grace  s 
noble  Duchess,  and  your  Grace's  young,  ladies,  are 
well ;  and  I  hope  the  snuff  continues  to  give  your 
Grace  satisfaction.'  And  then  ye  will  see  the  people 
in  the  shop  begin  to  look  about  theai ;  and  if  there's 
a  Scotchman,  as  there  may  be  three  or  half-a*dozeQ, 
aff  go  the  hats,  and  mony  a  look  after  him,  and  '  there 
goes  the  Prince  of  Scotland,  God  bless  him  V  But 
ye  have  not  told  me  yet  the  very  words  he  said  t'ye." 

Jeanie  had  no  intention  to  be  quite  so  communi- 
cative. She  had,  as  the  reader  may  have  observed, 
some  of  the  caution  and  shrewdness,  as  well  as  oi 
the  simplicity,  of  her  country..  She  answered  gene- 
rally, that  the  Duke  had  received  her  very  compas- 
sionately, and  had  proipised  to  interest  himself  in  her 
sister's  affair,  and  to  let  her  hear  from  him  in  the 
course  of  the  next  day,  or  the  day  after.  She  did  not 
cheese  to  make  any  mention  of  his  having  desired 
her  to  be  in  readiness  to  attend  him,  far  less  of  hie 
hint,  that  she  should  not  bring  her  landlady.  So 
that  honest  Mrs.  Glass  was  obliged  to  remain  satis- 
fied with  the  general  intelligence  above  mentioned, 
after  having  done  all  she  comd  to  extract  more. 

It  may  easily  be  conceived,  that,  on  the  next  day, 
Jeanie  declined  all  invitations  and  inducements,  whe- 
ther of  exercise  or  curiosity,  to  walk  abroad,  and  con- 
tinued toMnhale  the  close,  and  somewhat  professional 
atmosphere  of  Mrs.  Glass's  small  parlour.  The  lat ter 
flavour  it  owed  to  a  certain  cupboard^  containing, 
among  other  articles,  a  few  canisters  of  real  Havan- 
nah,  which,  whether  irom  respect  to  the  manufacture, 
or  out  of  a  reverent  fear  of  the  exciseman,  Mrs.  Glass 
did  not  care  to  trust  in  the  open  shop  below,  and 
which  communicate^  to  the  room  a  scent,  that,  how- 
ever fragrant  to  the  nostrils  of  the  connoisseur,  was 
not  very  agreeable  to  those  of  Jeanie. 

"  Dear  sirs^"  she  said  to  herself,  "  I  wonder  how 
my  cousin's  silk  manty,  and  her  gowd  watch,  or  ony 
thing  in  the  world,  can  be  worth  sitting  sneezing  all 
her  life  in  this  little  stifling  room,  and  might  walk  on 
green  braes  if  she  liked." 

Mrs.  Glass  was  equally  surprised  at  her  cousin's 
reluctance  to  stir  abroad,  and  ner  indifference  to  the 
fine  sights  of  London.  It  would  always  help  to 
pass  away  the  time,"  she  said,  "  to  have  something 
to  look  at,  though  ane  wu  in  distress."  But  Jcunio 
was  unpersuadaole. 

The  (lay  after  her  interview  with  the  Duke  was 
q;)ent  in  that  "hope  delayod,  which  maketh  the  heart 
sick."  Minutes  glided  after  minutes— hours  fled  after 
hours— it  became  too  late  to  have  any  reasonable  ex 
pectation  of  heanng  from  the  Duke  that  day;  yet  the 
hope  which  she  disowned,  she  could  not  altogether 
relinquish,  and  her  heart  thro*  bed,  and  her  ears  tin 
gled,  with  every  casual  sound  in  the  shop  below.  It 
was  in  vain.  The  day  wore  away  in  the  anxiety  of 
protracted  .^nd  fruitless  expectation. 

The  next  morning  commenced  in  the  same  iiian- 
ner.    But  before  noon,  a  well-dressed  jientleman 
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entered  ^Irs.  Glass's  shop,  and  requested  to  see  a 
yuun^  womnn  from  Scotland. 

**Tliat  will  be  my  cousin  JeanicDcan^  Mr.  Archi- 
bald,'* said  Mrs.  (tIus*,  with  n  curtsy  of  rrjcosrnizanoc. 
"  Have  you  any  nu-s.^aiie  for  her  from  his.  grace  the 
Diikc  of  Argyle.  3Ir.  Archibald  ?  I  will  carry  ivto  htr 
in  a  moment. 

"  I  beliuve  I  mu3t  give  her  the  trouble  of  stepping 
down,  .Mrs.  Glass." 

*' Jrnnie— Jeanie  Deans  !*'  said  Mrs.  Glass,  scream- 
ing ai'ihe  bottom  of  the  little  staircase,  whi«:h  as- 
cemlLMl  from  the  corner  of  the  shop  to  the  higher 
re;:iou9.  "  Jeanie— Jeanie  Deans,  I  say  !  come  down 
stairs  instantly ;  here  is  the  Duke  of  Arg>le's  grmun 
of  the  chambers  desires  to  see  you  directly."  This 
was  niinoTinced  in  a  voice  so  loud,  as  to  make  all  who 
chanced  to  be  w^ithin  hearing  nwarc  of  the  important 
communication. 

It  may  eiicily  be  supposed,  that  Jeanic  did  not  tarry 
long  in  adiusiinc:  hrrself  Ut  atte.id  the  summons,  yet 
her  leet  almoi^t  fiiiled  her  as  she  came  down  stairs. 

"  I  mn.<«t  ask  the  favour  of  your  company  a  little 
way."  said  Archibald,  with  civility. 

''  I  am  quite  nndy,  J*ir,"  said  Jeanie. 

••  Is  my  cousin  going  out,  Mr.  Archibald  ?  then  I 
will  hae  to  go  wi'  her,  no  doubt.— James  Rasper— Look 
to  iht;  shop,  James.- Mr.  Archibald,"  pushing  a  jar 
towards  hini,  ''  }'ou  take  his  Grace's  mixture,  I  think. 
Please  to  till  your  box,  for  old  acquaintance  sake, 
while  1  pet  on  my  things." 

Mr.  Archibald  transp^)sed  a  modest  parcel  of  snuff 
from  the  jar  to  his  own  mull,  but  said  lie  wasobliged 
to  decline  the  pleasure  of  Mrs.  Glass's  company,  as 
his  message  was  particularly  to  the  young  person. 

"Particularly  to  the  young  person?"  said  Mrs, 
Glass;  "is  not  that  uncommon,  Mr.  Archibald? 
But  his  Grace  is  the  b<Ht  judge ;  and  you  arc  a  steady 
person,  Mr.  Archibald.  It  is  not  every  one  that 
comes  from  a  great  man's  house  I  would  trust  mv 
cousin  with.- But,  Jeanie^  you  must  not  go  through 
the  streets  with  Mr.  Archibald  with  your  tartan  what 
d'ye  call  it  there  upim  your  shouhlers,  as  if  you  had 
como  up  with  a  drove  of  Highland  cuttle.  vVait  till 
I  bring  down  my  silk  cloak.  Why  we'll  have  the 
mob  after  you !'' 

"I  have  a  hackney-coach  in  waiting,  madam," 
aaid  .Mr.  Archibald,  interrupting  the  officious  old  lady, 
from  whom  Jeanie  might  otherwise  have  found  it 
difficult  to  escape,  "  and,  I  believe,  I  must  not  allow 
her  tini'j  for  any  change  of  dress." 

So  s-iyin?,.hc  hurried  Jeanie  into  the  coach,  while 
she  iniemally  nraised  and  wondered  attheeasvman- 
upr  in  which  ne  shifted  off  3Ir9.  Glass's  officious 
utfers  and  iiujuirios,  without  mentioning  his  master's 
orri'Ts,  or  going  into  any  explanation  whatever. 

0/1  entering  the  coach,  Mr.  Archibald  seated  him- 
self in  the  fwnt  seat,  opposite  to  our  heroine,  and 
they  drove  on  in  silence.  After  they  had  proceeded 
nearly  half  an  hour,  without  a  word  on  either  side. 
It  oeeurn^d  to  Jeanie,  that  the  distance  and  time  did 
tioi  corruppond  with  that  which  had  lHt.n  occupied 
liy  her  jonrni.y  on  the  former  occasion,  to  and  from 
thcpyulcuc*^  of  theDuke  of  Argyle.  -At  length  she 
couhl  not  help  asking  her  taciturn  companion,  **  Whilk 
way  thev  were  going?" 

"  My  t^r.l  Duke  will  inform  you  himself,  madam," 
answered  Archibald,  with  the  same  solemn  courtesy 
which  marked  his  whole  demeanour.  Almost  as  he 
§pilv«.',  the  hackney-coach  drew  up,  and  the  coach- 
in:)  n  dismounted  and  opened  the  door.  Archibald 
Rot  oil',  and  assisted  Jeani*'  to  get  down.  She  found 
iiersulf  in  a  large  turnpike  road,  without  the  bounds 
of  I.ontlon,  upon  the  other  .^ide  of  which  road  was 
drawn  up  a  plain  chariot  and  four  hor.«es.  the  panels 
without  arms,  and  the  servants  without  liveries. 

"  You  have  been  punctual,  I  see,  Jeanie,"  said  the 
Duke  of  Ar:;yle,  as  Archibald  open^^l  the  carriage 
door  "  Vou  niMst  be  my  companion  for  the  rest  of  the 
way  .Archibald  will  remain  here  with  the  hackney- 
conrh  till  your  return." 

Are'  Jranie  ronid  make  answer,  she  found  herself, 
i*>J'trnn  ewall  nstoniahmeitU  wafcil  by  the  side  of  a 


from  the  lumbering,  jolting  rehicle  which  she  bod 
just  left ;  and  w  hich,  lumbi'nng  and  jolting  as  it  was, 
conveyed  to  one  who  had  siidoin  Wn  m  a  coach 
before,  a  certain  feeling  of  dignity  and  importance. 

"Young  woman,"  said  the  Duke,  "after  thinking 
as  attentively  on  your  sister's  case  as  is  in  my  power, 
I  continue  to  be  imjtressed  with  the  belief  that  great 
injustice  may  be  done  by  the  execution  of  her  sen- 
tence. 8u  are  one  or  two  liberal  and  inleHlgent  law 
vers  of  both  countries  whom  I  have  spoken  with.— 
N'ay,  pray  hear  me  out  before  you  thank  me.  I  havi 
already  told  you  my  personal  conviction  is  of  littla 
conscfiuence,  unless  I  could  iniprvsa  the  same  upon 
others.  Now  I  have  done  ioi  you,  what  1  wookl 
certainly  not  have  done  to  .•icrvc  any  purpose  of  my 
own— I  have  asked  an  audience  of  a  lady  whose  in- 
terest  with  the  king  is  deservedly  very  high.  It  has 
been  allotvcd  me,  and  I  am  desirous  that  you  should 
see  her  and  speak  for  yourself.  You  have  no  occasi«>n 
to  be  abashed  ;  tell  your  atory  simply  as  you  did  ta 
me." 

"I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Grace,"  said  Jeanie,  rp- 
membering  Mrs.  Glass's  charge;  *'  and  I  nm  suresitica 
I  have  liaathe  courage  to  speak  to  your  Grace,  in  poor 
Effic's  cause,  I  have  less  reason  to  be  nhame-faocd 
in  speaking  to  a  leddy.  Kut,  sir,  I  would  like  to  kco 
what  to  ca*  her,  whether  your  grace,  or  your  honour, 
or  your  leddyship,  as  we  say  to  lairds  and  leildii-s  it) 
Scotland,  and  I  will  take  care  to  mind  it;  for  I  ken 
leddies  are  full  mair  particular  than  gentlemen  about 
their  titles  of  honour." 

"  You  have  no  occasion  to  call  her  any  thing  but 
Madam.  Just  say  what  you  think  is  likely  to  mak% 
the  best  impression— look  at  me  from  time  to  time— 
if  I  put  my  hand  to  my  cravai  so,"  (showing  her  the 
motion,)  you  will  stop:  but  I  shall  only  do  thii 
when  you  say  any  thing  that  is  not  likely  to  please. 

"But,  sir,  your  Grace,"  said  Jeanic,  if  it  wasna 
ower  muckle  trouble,  wad  it  no  ht:  better  to  tell  mt 
what  I  should  say,  and  I  could  get  it  by  heart?" 

"No,  JeMUr,  that  would  not  have  the  same  efR^ct 
—that  woula  be  like  reading  a  sermon,  you  know, 
which  we  good  presbyterians  think  has  k.:?9  onctioa 
than  when  spoken  without  book,'*  reDlietl  the  Duke 
"Just  .opeak  as  plainly  and  boldly  to  tnis  lady,  as  yos 
did  to  me  the  day  before  yestcrJar ;  and  if  yon  ran 
gain  her  consent,  I'll  wad  ye  a  placK,  as  we  say  iu  ihi 
north,  that  you  get  the  pardon  from  the  king." 

As  he  spoke  he  took  a  pamphlet  from  his  pocket, 
and  began  to  read.  Jeanie  had  good  st-nse  and  tact! 
which  constitute  betwixt  them  that  which  is  called 
natural  good  breeding.  She  interpreted  the  Duke'a 
mana>uvrc  as  a  hint  that  she  was  to  ask  no  more 
questions,  and  she  rtrmaineil  silent  acconlingly. 

The  carriage  rolled  rapidly  onwards  through  fDrtiU 
meadows,  ornamented  with  splendid  old  oaks,  and 
catching  occasioiiallv  a  glance  of  the  ma[je$>tic  niirmi 
of  a  broad  and  placid  river.  After  pa.ssiug  through  « 
pleasant  village,  the  c<]uipagc  stoppci  on  a  command- 
mg eminence,  where  tlie  beauty  ol  English  landsiaps 
was  displayed  in  its  utmost  luxuriance.  Here  ina 
Duke  tuighted,  and  desinil  Ju.mie  to  follow  him 
They  pau.<ed  for  a  moment  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  togaz« 
on  the  unrivalled  landscape  which  itprescnttd.  Anuga 
sea  of  verdure,  with  crossins  and  inti  rsectingproraon« 
torics  of  massive  and  tufted  groves,  was  lehantttl  by 
numberless  flocks  ond  herds,  which  seamed  to  wandei 
unrestrained  and  unbounded  through  the  rich  pastures. 
Th(?  Thames,  here  turreted  with  villas,  and  there  gar* 
landed  with  forests,  moved  on  slowly  and  placidlv. 
like  the  mighty  monarch  of  the  ^cvnv,  to  whom  all 
its  other  beauties  were  hut  acctssories,  andborr  on  his 
bosom  an  hundred  barks  and  skiffs,  whose  white  saiiS 
and  gaily  fluttering  pennons  gave  life  to  the  whole. 

The  Duke  of  .Argyle  was,  of  course,  familiar  with 
this  scene ;  but  to  a  man  of  taste  it  must  he  always 
new.  Yet,  as  he  pausi^l  and  looketi  on  this  inimita- 
ble landscape,  with  the  feeling  of  delight  which  it 
must  give  to  the  bosom  of  everv  admirer  of  ualuresi 
his  thoughts  naturally  reverted  to  his  own  mora 
grand,  and  scarce  less  beautiful,  domains  of  Inverary 

''Thvaisn^fiiic  scene,"  he  said  to  his  com  pan  lui^ 


^*f^fi  i"acaniaga  which  roUtid  forward  at  a  rapid  I  curious,  TjcT^Mft^  \o  Aiw  ouxVw  «k:u.vj3Miu1«;  "wt 
^  wmootb  rate,  very  diOcrmt  in  both  particulorilhaTcnoib\tia\\ke\\V\ia«A\asA:* 
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*  It's  braw  rich  feddmg  for  the  cows,  and  they  have 
t  fine  breed  o'  cattle  here,"  replied  Jeanie ;  **  but  I 
like  juat  as  weel  to  look  at  the  craigs  of  Arthur's 
Seat,  and  the  sea  coming  in  ayont  them,  as  at  a'  thae 
mncUe  trees."  * 

The  Duke  smiled  at  a  reply  eauallv  professional 
ind  national,  and  made  a  signal  for  the  carriage  to 
remtm  where  it  was.  Then  adopting  an  Unfrequent- 
fd  foot'paiK,  he  conducted  Jeanie,  through  several 
tomphcated  mates,  to  a  postern-door  in  a  high  brick 
«ralL  It  was  shut ;  but  as  the  Duke  tapped  slightly 
tt  it,  a  person  in  waiting  within,  after  reconnoitering 
through  a  small  iron  grate  contrived  for  the  purpose, 
anlocked  the  door,  ana  admitted  thenu  They  enter- 
^,  and  it  was  immediately  closed  and  fastened  be- 
hind them.  This  was  all  done  quickly,  the  door  so 
oMtantly  closing,  and  the  person  who  opened  it  so 
4uddenly  disappearing,  that  Jeanie  could  not  even 
catch  a  glimpse  of  his  exterior. 

They  touna  themselves  at  the  extremity  of  a  deep 
and  narrow  alley,  carpeted  with  the  most  verdant 
and  close-shaven  turf  which  felt  like  velvet  under 
then'  feet,  and  screened  from  the  sun  by  the  branches 
of  the  lofty  elms  which  united  over  the  path,  and 
caused  it  to  resemble,  in  the  solemn  obscurity  of  the 
lifht  which  they  admitted,  as  well  as  from  the  range 
of  columnar  stems,  and  intricate  union  of  their  arched 
branches,  one  of  the  narrow  side  aisles  in  an  ancient 
Gothic  cathedral 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

——I  b«aeech  yoo—        ^ 
These  tean  l»e«eech  rou,  and  Uteee  chMte  hands  woo  yoa, 
TiMt  never  yet  were  heaved  but  to  thin^  holy— 
Tl\in?«  like  yourself— You  are  a  God  above  ui ; 
fis  u  a  God,  thdo,-  full  of  savinf  mercy  I— T/to  BtoodfBroUitr. 

Encouraosd  as  she  was  by  the  courteous  manners 
if  her  noble  countryman,  it  was  not  without  a  feel- 
ing of  something  like  terror  that  Jeanie  felt  herself 
b  a  place  apparently  so  lonely,  with  a  man  of  such 
high  rank.  That  she  should  nave  been  permitted  to 
wut  on  the  Duke  in  his  own  house,  and  have  been 
there  received  to  a  private  interview,  was  in  itself  an 
uncommon  and  distinguished  event  in  the  annals  of 
t  life  so  simple  as  hers;  but  to  find  herself  his  tra- 
velling companion  in  a  journey,  and  then  suddenly 
tQ  be  left  alone  with  him  in  so  secluded  a  situation, 
had  something  in  it  of  awful  mystery.  A  romantic 
heroine  mig^t  nave  suspected  and  dreaded  the  power 
of  her  own  charms;  but  Jeanie  was  too  wise  to  let 
•och  a  siRy  thought  intrude  on  her  mind.  Still,  how- 
ever, she  had  a  most  eager  desire  to  know  where  she 
now  was,  and  to  whom  she  was  to  be  presented. 

She  remarked  that  the  Duke's  dress,  though  still 
inch  as  indicated  rank  and  fashion,  (for  it  was  not 
the  eustom  of  men  of  quality  at  that  time  to  dress 
themselves  like  their  own  coachmen  or  grooms.)  was 
nevertheless  plainer  than  that  in  which  she  had  seen 
him  upon  a  former  occasion,  and  was  divested^  in 
P^cular^  of  all  those  badges  of  external  decoration 
which  intimated  superior  consequence.  In  short,  he 
Was  attired  as  plainly  as  any  gentleman  of  fashion 
could  appear  in  the  streets  of  London  in  a  morning; 
tnd  this  circumstance  helped  to  shake  an  opinion 
3Hiich  Jeanie  began  to  entertain,  that,  perhaps,  he 
mtended  she  should  plead  her  cause  in  the  presence 
Jf  royalty  itself.  *'  But,  surely,"  said  she  to  herseUi 
he  wad  hae  putten  on  ins  braw  star  and  carter,  an 
be  but  thought  o'  coming  before  the  face  of  Majesty 
r^d  after  a',  this  is  mair  like  a  gentleman's  policy 
to  an  a  royal  palace." 

There  was  some  sense  in  Jeanie's  reasoning;  yet 
•be  was  not  sufficiently  mistress  either  of  the  cir- 
2[n8tances  of  etiquette,  or  the  particular  relations 
Jb'ch  existed  betwixt  the  government  and  the  Duke 
Of  Argrle,  to  form  an  accurate  judgment.  The  Duke^ 
•*  we  have  said,  was  at  Uiis  time  in  open  opposition 
2J^*  administration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and 
?•■  understood  to  be  out  of  favour  with  the  royal 
'^niily,  to  whom  he  had  rendered  such  important 
{^['Wea.  But  it  was  a  maxim  of  Qneen  Caroline,  to 
2JJ.herielf  towards  her  political  friends  with  such 
^^onoQ,  utf  then  was  a  poeaibHity  of  their  one  day 


being  her  enemies,  and  towards  political  oppfsnema 
with  the  same  degree  of  circumspection,  as  if  they 
might  again  become  friendly  to  her  measurus.  Since 
Margaret  of  Anjou,  no  queen-consort  had  exercised 
such  weight  in  the  political  aflairs  of  England,  and 
the  personal  address  which  she  displayed  on  many 
occasioqs,  had  no  small  share  in  reclaiming  from 
their  political  heresy  many  of  those  determined  tories, 
who,  after  the  reign  of  the  Stewarts  had  been  ej^tin- 
guished  in  the  person  of  Queen  Anne,  were  disposed 
rather  to  transfer  their  allegiance  to  her  brother  the 
Chevalier  de  St  Greorge,  than  to  acquiesce  in  the 
settlement  of  the  crown  on  the  Hanover  family.  He 
husband,  whose  most  shining  quality  wa*  courage  in 
the  field  of  battle,  and  who  endured  the  office  of 
King  of  England,  without  ever  bein^  able  to  acquire 
English  habits,  or  any  familiarity  with  Englisl^  dis- 
po8ition&  found  the  utmost  assistance  from  the  ad- 
dress of  nis  partner ;  and  while  he  jealously  affected 
to  do  every  thing  according  to  his  own  will  and  plea- 
sure, was  in  secret  prudent  ^ough  to  take  and  follow 
the  advice  of  his  more  adroit  consort  He  intrusted 
to  her  the  delicate  office  of  determining  the  various 
degrees  of  favour  necessary  to  attach  the  wavering, 
or  to  confirm  such  as  were  already  friendly,  or  to  re- 
gain those  whose  good-will  had  been  lost 

With  all  the  winning  address  of  an  elegant,  and, 
according  to  the  times,  an  accomplished  woman. 
Queen  Caroline  possessed  the  masculine  soul  of  the 
other  sex.  She  was  proud  by  nature,  and  even  her 
policy  could  not  always  temper  her  expressions  of 
displeasure,  although  few  were  more  ready  at  repair- 
ing any  false  step  of  this  kind,  when  her  prudence 
came  up  to  the  aid  of  her  passions.  She  loved  the 
real  possession  of  power,  rather  than  the  show  of  it, 
and  whatever  she  did  herself  that  wa^  either  wise  or 
popular,  she  always  desired  that  the  king  should  have 
the  full  credit  as  well  as  the  advantage  of  the  mea- 
sure, conscious  that,  by  adding  to  his  respectability 
she  was  most  likely  to  maintain  her  own.  And  so 
desirous  was  she  to  comply  with  all  his  tastes,  that, 
when  threatened  with  the  gout  she  had  repeatedly 
had  j'ecourse  to  checking  the  fit,  by  the  use  of  the 
cold  oath,  thereby  endangering  her  life,  that  she  miglr. 
be  able  to  attend  the  king  in  his  walks. 

It  was  a  very  consistent  part  of  Queen  Caroline's 
character,  to  keep  up  many  private  correspondences 
with  those  to  whom  in  public  she  seemed  unfavour- 
able, or  who.  for  various  reasons,  stood  ill  with  the 
court  By  this  means  she  kept  in  her  hands  the 
thread  of  many  a  poHtioal  intrigue,  and,  without 
pledging  herself  to  any  thing,  coidd  often  prevent 
discontent  from  becoming  hatred,  and  opposition 
from  exaggerating  itself  mto  rebellion.  It  by  any 
accident  her  correspondence  with  such  p^vons 
chanced  to  be  observed  or  discovered,  which  she 
took  all  possible  pains  to  prevent,  it  was  represented 
as  a  mere  intercourse  of  society,  having  no  reierenca 
to  politics ;  an  answer  with  which  even  the  prima 
minister.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  was  compelled  to  re- 
main satisfiedi  when  he  discovered  that  the  Queen 
had  given  a  pnvate  audience  to  Pulteney,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Bath,  his  most  formidable  and  most  inveterate 
enemy. 

In  thus  maintaining  occasional  intercourse  with 
several  persons  who  seemed  most  aUenated  from  the 
crown,  It  may  readily  be  supposed,  that  Queen  Caro- 
line had  taken  care  not  to  break  entirely  with  the 
Duke  of  Aiforle..  His  high  birth,  his  great  tolents, 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  in  his  own 
country,  the  great  services  which  be  had  rendered  the 
house  of  Brunswick  in  1715,  placed  him  high  in  that 
rank  of  persons  who  Mrerenot  to  be  rashly  neglected. 
He  had,  almost  by  his  single  and  anasststed  talents, 
stopped  the  irruption  of  the  banded  force  of  all  the 
Highland  chiefs ;  there  was  little  doubt,  that,  with 
the  slightest  encouragement  he  could  put  them  all  in 
motion,  and  renew  the  civil  war ;  and  it  was  well 
known  that  the  uKMt  flattering  overtures  had  been 
transmitted  to  the  Duke  from  the  court  of  St  Gcr- 
msins.  The  character  and  temper  of  Scotland  wcra 
still  little  known,  and  it  was  considered  as  a  volcano, 
which  might,  indeed,  slumber  for  a  series  of  years, 
but  was  atili  liable,  at  a  i 
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to  orrak  out  into  a  wnatcfiil  eruption.  It  was,  there- 
fore, i)i'  tilt*  hi^iu^t  iiiiportaiico  to  ri^tniii  some  hold 
overs.)  iiuportaiua  pv.rsonaj?e  as  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
and  Caroline  pri;Sfrv».d  llic  power  of  doing  bo  by 
means  wf  n  lady,  with  whom,  as  wife  of  Georf^e  II., 
she  niii^ht  havu  been  supposed  to  be  on  leas  intimate 
terniH. 

It  was  not  the  lenpt  instance  of  the  Queen's  ad- 
drt.'ss,  that  ^»ile  iiad  cinnrivttl  that  one  of  litr  princi- 
pal atti"n<!ani9,  Ludy  Sutl'ulk,  should  unite  in  her  own 
iicr'soii  the  two  apparently  ineonsifitentcharncturss  of  | 
hiT  Imsbamlfl  niisiresfs,  and  her  own  very  obsequious  i 
urid    eoniplai.sant    confidant.       liy    this    dexterous  I 
inann:4enie:it  tliu  Uueen  secured  her  power  against ; 
the  ('a  ij:?'^  which  nii^ht  most  have  thrratenetl  it—  j 
liiutliwartin:;  intlucnco  of  an  ainhiiious  rivnl;  ami  ifi 
slic  siibinittcd  to  the  inortilication  of  bting  obliged 
to  (.-•jiinive  at  her  husband's  infidelity,  she  was  at 
least  ^:iardtd  a.qainst  what  she  might  think  its  most ! 
darii^iTous  elleeis,  and  was  besides  at  lilN'.rty,  now 
and  then,  to  b«'aiow  a  few  civil  in*>ulta  upon  *'her 
ti'uu\    Howard,"   whonii  however,  in  central,    she 
ircaitil  wiih  ;:reat  decorum.*    Lady  Suftljlk  lay  under 
6ir«>nt;  olili^aiions  to  ihe  Dukoof  Ar^yle.  for  reasons 
winth  may  be  eoik-ctetl  from  Horace  Walpole's  Ilc- 
iiuiii8Ct.ncefl  of  that  rei^n,  and  thnuigh  her  means 
tliL  Duke  hail  some  occasional  corre-pondence  with 
Uut.H'n  Caroiino,  much  interrupted,  however,   since 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  tlw  debate  concernin:;  the 
Porteous  mob,  an  afliiir  which  the  Uiieen,  thoagh 
Bomcwiiat  unrensonably,  was  disposed  to  res<'nt,  ra- 
ther us  an  intendefi  and  prcmalitaiwl  insolence  to  ht;r 
own  person  and  authority,  tlian  as  a  sudden  eliulli- 
lion  of  popular  ven;^eance.    Still,  however,  the  com- 
munication remaiUL^  open  betwixt  them,  ihoupfh  it 
had  been  of  late  disused  on  both  sides.    These  re- 
marks will  be  found  necessary  to  undnrsiand  the 
»ctme  which  is  about  to  be  presenter!  to  thu  reader. 

From  the  narmw  alley  which  they  had  traversed, 
the  Duke  tiinied  into  one  of  the  same  cliaracter,  but 
broader  and  stiril  longer.  Here,  for  the  tirsl  time 
fincc  they  had  entered  these  gardens,  Jcanic  saw 
persons  npproachinp;  them. 

Tiiev  Were  two  ladies ;  one  of  whom  walked  oilittlc 
behmd  the  other,  yet  not  so  much  as  to  prevent  her 
fromli.  arin£?  and  replvinj:  to  whatt?ver  observation 
wfis  adilressnd  to  her  by  the  lady  who  walked  fore- 
most, and  that  without  her  having;  the  trouble  to  turn 
lier  person.  As  they  advanced  very  slowly,  Jeanio 
had  time  to  slu<ly  their  featunrs  and  appearance. 
The  Duke  also  slackrind  his  pace,  as  if  to  i^ive  her 
time  til  collect  hors«.'lf,  and  repeatetily  desired  her  not 
to  be  afraid.  The  lady  who  ."leemed  the  principal  por- 
Bim  ha  1  remarkably  'j^ood  features,  ihou:;h  somewhat 
injured  by  the  small  pox,  tint  venomous  eeourirc, 
"whieh  each  villape  Ksculapius  (thanks  to  Jenner)  can 
now  tame  as  easily  as  their  tutelary  dtiiy  subdued 
the  J'ytlion.  The  lady's  eyes  were  brilliant,  her  teeth 
gfKxJ,  and  her  c:«)untenance  fornif.^l  to  express  at  will 
either  ina^.-sty  or  courtesy.  Her  form,  though  rather 
emhjupin'nf,  was  nevertheless  graceful ;  and  the  elas- 
ticity and  tlrmnt.'jis  of  her  step  «ave  no  room  to  siis- 
pe'.'t,  what  wns  actually  the  case,  that  she  suflTered 
occasionally  from  a  disonler  the  most  unfavoiirablc 
to  pedes: rian  exireisc  H.-r  drcs  was  ratiier  rich 
than  iiny,  and  her  manner  commanding;  and  nobU. 

Her  companion  was  of  lower  stature,  witli  light- 
brown  Inir  and  expret «ive  blue  eyes.  Her  features, 
witliout  beini;  ahsolutt  ly  n-^ular,  were  r>erhaps  more 
nleasin^  than  if  they  iinrl  been  critically  handsome. 
A  milunelioly,  for  at  l^ast  a  pensive  cxpr.'ssion,  for 
which  h-.r  lot  gave  too  much  cause,  predominated 
wiien  she  was  silent,  but  i^ave  way  to  a  pleasing  and 
go«K!-humoun'd  smile  when  she  spoke  to  any  on*». 

When  they  werft  within  twelve  or  fifteen  yards  of 
these  ladles,  the  Duke  made  a  s'mn  that  Jeanie  should 
•land  still,  nnd  stepping;  forwanl  himself,  with  the 
irracc  whieh  was  natural  to  him,  made  a  profound 
obeisance,  which  was  formally,  yet  in  a  diamificd 
Planner,  returned  by  the  personage  whom  he  ap- 
Urouehed. 

"/  /topr,  '*  she  Mid,  with  an  aflfable  nnd  eonde- 
mveitdtDf:  ftmilc,   ''  thnt  1  ifcc  m  ^rcat  a  stranger  al 
*  Abtf  U'jracv  WtUtfoh'd  ReiAinuoenoM. 


court,  as  the  Duke  of  Argj'lo  has  been  of  late,  in  h 
good  health  as  his  friends  there  and  elsewhere  could 
wish  him  to  enjoy." 

The  Duke  rt.plied,  "That  he  hod  been  perfectly 
well ;"  and  added,  "  that  the  necessity  of  attending 
to  the  public  busuu^s  before  the  House,  as  well  as 
the  time  occupied  by  a  late  Journey  to  Scotland,  had 
rendered  him  less  assiduous  in  paying  his  duty  attha 
levee  and  drawing-room  than  he  could  have  desired/' 

"  When  your  Grace  can  find  time  for  a  duly  so  fri- 
volous," rcplic;d  the  (iueen,  "  you  arc  aware  of  yowr 
title  to  be  well  receivixi.  I  hope  my  readiness  to  com- 
ply with  the  wish  which  you  expressed  yesterday  to 
Lady  .Sufii)lk,  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  one  of  tha 
royal  family,  at  least,  has  not  forgotten  ancient  and 
important  services,  in  resenting  something  which  re- 
sembles recent  n^jjlect."  This  was  said  apparently 
with  great  j^ooil-huinour,  and  in  a  tone  which  cz- 
pressed  aderire  of  conciliation. 

The  Duke  n plied,  "  That  he  would  account  himaelf 
the  most  unfortunate  of  men.  if  he  could  be  suj»pos«a4 
capable  of  nejiileciing  his  di:ty,  in  mixiesaiid  circum- 
stances  when  it  was  expe<:trtl,  and  would  have  been 
agreeable.  He  was  deeply  gratifuxi  by  the  lionour 
which  her  Majesty  was  now  doing  to  him  personal- 
ly ;  and  he  Irusietl  she  would  soon  perceive  that  it 
was  in  a  matter  essential  to  his  Majesty's  inte^c8^ 
that  he  Imd  tht;  boldness  to  give  her  this  trouble." 

"  You  cannot  oblige  me  more,  my  Lord  Duke."  r©* 
plii^l  the  (Aueen,  "  than  by  giving  me  the  advantago 
of  your  limits  and  expf  rience  on  any  point  of  toa 
King's  sirvice.  Your  Grace  is  aware,  that  I  can 
only  be  the  milium  throngh  wliieh  the  matter  is  sub- 
jected to  His  Majesty's  superior  wisdom ;  but  if  it  is 
a  suit  which  respects  your  (Jrace  pf.'rsonnlly,  it  shall 
losi-  no  support  by  being  preferred  through  mc." 

"  It  is  no  suit  of  mine,  madam,"  repli^'d  the  Duke; 
"  nor  have  I  any  to  preler  I^)r  mystll  personally,  al- 
though 1  feel  in  full  f»jrce  m'y  obligation  »o  your  Ma- 
jesty. It  is  a  business  whieh  concerns  his  Maji.'fity, 
as  a  lover  of  justice  and  of  mercy,  and  which,  I  am 
coiivincL'd,  maybe  highly  useful  in  conciliating  the 
unfortunate  irritation  which  at  present  siihsisti 
among  his  Majesty's  good  subjects  m  Scotland." 

There  were  two  parts  of  this  spt^ech  di^i^aijreeable 
to  Caroline.  In  the  first  place,  it  removed  the  flat- 
tering notion  she-  had  adoptwl,  that  Arg>'le  rlesigntxl 
to  use  her  personal  interces.^ion  in  makiiii;  hispi*ace 
with  the  art  ministration,  and  recovering  tlie  employ- 
ments of  which  he  had  been  deprived;  and  next,  she 
was  displeased  that  he  should  talk  of  the  discontcnta 
in  Scotland  as  irritations  to  be  conciliated,  raihei 
than  suppressed. 

Umler  t!ie  inlluence  of  these  fcrVings,  she  answered 
hastily,  "  That  his  ^lajc.^ty  has  gi>od  eubjeels  in  Eng- 
land, my  Lord  Duke,  he  is  bound  to  thank  GikI  and 
the  laws— that  he  has  .subjects  in  Scotland,  I  tbink 
he  may  thank  God  and  his  sword." 

The'Duke.  though  a  courtier,  colonrcd  sliditly.  and 
the  Queen,  instantly  sensible  of  Iut  error,  aildixl, 
without  displaying  tne  least  change  of  (XJtmtenanct 
and  as  if  the  words  had  been  an  original  branch  of 
the  sentence— "And  the  swords  of  those  real  Scotch- 
men who  are  fritfiids  to  the  House  of  Brunswick, 
particularly  that  of  his  Grace  of  Argylc." 

"My  sword,  madam,"  replieil  the  Duke,  "like  that 
of  my  fathers,  has  b(H?n  always  at  the  command  of 
my  lawful  king,  and  of  my  native  country— I  trust  it 
islmiJossibliMti  separate  their  real  rights  and  intensta. 
Hut  the  pnsont  is  a  matttrr  of  more  private  concern, 
anrl  rr-speeis  the  person  of  an  obscure  individual." 

"  What  is  the  aflfair,  my  Lord  ?"  said  the  Q,iicfn. 
"Let  lis  find  out  what  we  are  talking  about,  lest  wa 
shoidd  misconstrue  and  misunderstand  each  other.** 

"The  matter,  madam,"  answereil  the  Duke  of 
AiT?>'le,  "reirards  the  fate  of  an  unfortunate  young 
woman  in  Scotland,  now  lying  under  sentence  <M 
death,  for  a  crime  of  whieh  1  think  it  highly  (irobablo 
that  ^he  is  innocent.  And  my  humble  petition  to 
your  Mnjesty  is,  to  obtain  your  powerful  intercesaion 
with  the  King  ror  a  panlon." 

It  was  now  the  Queen's  turn  to  colour,  and  ahe  did 

80  over  c.he*ik  and  brow— neck  and  bosom.     Sha 

\  paused  a  momeux^  «a  \l  MDcw'^iXscDk^  v^  \s^\  \ux  voioi 
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with  the  %st  expression  of  her  displeasure ;  and  on 
tssonriof;  an  air  of  dignity  and  an  aostere  regard  of 
control,  ftiie  at  length  replied.  "  My  I^rd  Duke,  I  will 
oot  ask  your  i^tives  for  addressiue  to  me  a  request 
which  circumstances  have  rendered  such  an  extra- 
ordinary one..  Tour  road  to  the  King's  closet,  as  a 
peer  and  a  privy-councillor,  entitled  to  request  an  au- 
if:encet  was  open,  without  giving  me  the  pain  of  this 
discussion.  /,  at  least,  have  had  enough  of  Scotch 
psnions."  ^ 

The  Duke  was  prepared  for  this  burst  of  indig- 
nation, and  he  was  not  shaken  by  it.  He  did  not  at- 
tempt a  reply  while  the  ^ueen  was  in  the  first  heat 
of  displeasure,  but  remained  in  the  same  firm,  yet 
itspeciTol  posture,  which  he  had  assumed  during  the 
interview.  The  Queen,  trained  from  her  situation  to 
sclf-oommandi^instantlj^perceived  the  advantage  she 
might  give  against  herself  by  yielding  to  passion ;  and 
added,  in  the  same  condescending  and  enable  tone  in 
which  she  had  opened  the  interview,  "  You  must  al- 
bw  me  some  of  the  privileges  of  the  sex,  my  Lord ; 
and  do  not  judge  uncharitably  of  me,  though  I  am  a 
little  moved'^at  the  recollection  of  the  gross  insult  and 
outrage  done  in  your  capital  oity  to  the  royal  authori- 
ty, at  the  very  time  when  it  wa^  vested  in  my  un- 
worthy person.  Your  Grace  cannot  be  surprised 
that  I  should  both  have  iblt  it  at  the  time,  and  recol 
Iccied  it  now." 

"It  is  certainly  a  matter  not  speedily  to  be  forgot- 
teii,"  answered  ine  Duke.  *'  My  own  poor  thoughts 
of  it  have  been  long  before  your  Majesty,  and  I  must 
have  expressed  myself  very  ill  if  I  did  not  convey  my 
(iei«tation  of  the  murder  which  was  commttied  under 
such  extraordinary  circumstances.  1  might,  indeed, 
Ik  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  with  his  Majesty's  ad- 
Tisers  on  the  degree  in  which  it  was  either  jus^  or 

E)lit>c  to  punish  the  innocent  instead  of  the  guilty, 
ut  I  trust  your  Majesty  vM  permit  me  to  be  silent 
«i  a  topic  in  which  my  sentiments  have  not  the  good 
fortune  to  coincide  with  those  of  more  able  men." 

We  will  not  prosecute  a  topic  on  which  we  may 
probably  differ,"  said  the  Q,ueen.  "One  word,  how- 
^efj  I  may  say  in  private— You  know  our  good  Lady 
,  Suiiolk  is  a  little  deaf— the  Duke  of  Argyle,  when  dis- 
P^iaed  to  renew  his  acquaintance  with  his  master  and 
iDistress,  will  hardly  find  many  topics  on  which  we 
would  disagree." 

" Let  mehope,"  said  the  Duke,  bowing  profoundly 
to  ao  flatterihg  an  intimation,  "  that  I  shall  not  be  so ' 
uifortunate  as  to  have  found  one  on  the  present 
occasion." 

**  I  must  first  impose  on  your  Grace  the  duty  of 
Wifession,"  said  the  Queen,  "before  I  grant  you 
abaolution.  What  is  your  particiUar  intterest  in  this 
jwnf  woman  1  She  does  not  seem"  (and  she  scan- 
Dw  Jeanie,  as  she  said  this,  with  the  eye  of  a  con- 
noisseur) "^much  qualified  to  darm  my  firiend  the 
Inichess's  jealousy." 

.  "I  think  your  Majesty,"  replied  the  Duke,  smiling 
tt  nis  turn,  ^'  will  allow  my  taste  thay  be  a  pledge  for 
"^e  on  that  score." 

Then,  though  she  has  not  much  the  air  d*une 
ffdiuU  danuy  I  suppose  she  is  some  thirtieth  cousin 
w»^lw  terrible  chapter  of  Scottish  genealogy  7" 

No,  madam."  said  the  Duke :  "  but  I  wish  some 
«i  tn/ nearer  relations  had  half  her  worth,  honesty, 
•Dd  affection." 

^  Her  name  must  be  Campbell,  at  least  1"  said 
awjn  Caroline. 

.  No.  madam ;  her  name  is  not  quite  so  distin- 
Sfnt  ^  ^  ™*^  ^  permitted  to  say  so,"  answered 

•  M^  •  ^^  "^^  comee  from  Inverary  or  Argyleehire?" 

■*I?JheBovereign. 

tj- ."*n»"  never  l>een  further  north  in  her  life  than 

*^.'"Ji»gh,  madam." 

Q   Tnen  my  conjectures  are  all  ended,"  said  the 

J^pi     and  your  Grace  must  yourself  lake  the 
wr  L  ^  e^pJ^i"*  ^**e  *^*»'  °*  youf  protegee." 
/;•*  that  precision  and  easy  brevity  which  is  on^ 

■jquired  by  habitually  conversing  in  the  higher  ranks 

iL^?*'*^^'  ■"^^  which  is  the  diametrical  opposite  of 

"^Pfotractod  style  of  disqaisttion, 

*^  aouiiw  call  potter,  and  which  men  call  proee»** 


117 

the  Duke  explained  the  singular  law  under  i^hicb 
Effie  Deans  had  received  sentence  of  death^  and 
detailed  the  affectionate  exertions  which  Jeanie  had 
made  in  behalf  of  a  sister,  for  whose  sake  she  was 
willing  to  sacrifice  nil  but  truth  and  conscience. 

Queen  Caroline  listened  with  attention ;  she  was 
rather  fond,  it  must  be  remembered,  of  an  argument, 
and  soon  found  matter  in  what  the  Duke  told  her  for 
raising  difficultiea  to  his  rwuest. 

"It  appears  to  me,  my  Lord,"  she  replied,  "that 
this  is  a  severe  law.  But  still  it  is  adopted  upon  good 
grounds,  I  am  bound  to  suppose,  as  the  law  of  the 
country,  and  the  ^l  has  been  convicted  under  it. 
The  very  presumptions  which  the  law  construes  into 
a  positive  proof  of  guilty  exist  in  her  case ;  and  nil 
that  your  Grace  has  said  concerning  the  possibility 
of  her  innocepce  may  be  a  .very  good  argument  for 
annulling  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  cannot^  whib 
it  stands  good,  be  admitted  in  favour  of  any  indivi- 
dual convicted  upon  the  statute." 

The  Duke  saw  and  avoided  the  snare ;  for  he  was 
conscious,  that,  by  replying  to  the  argument,  he  must 
have  been  inevitably  fed  to  a  discussion,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  Queen  was  likely  to  be  hardened  in  her 
own  opinion,  until  she  became  oblij^ed,  out  of  mere 
respect  to  consistency,  to  let  the  criminal  suffer.  "  If 
your  Majesty,"  he  said,  "  would  condescend  to  hear 
my  poor  countrywoman  herself,  perhaps  she  may 
find  an  advocate  in  your  own  heart,  more  able  than 
I  am.  to  combat  the  doubts  suggested  by  your  under- 
standing." 

The  Queen  seemed  to  acquiesce,  and  the  Duke* 
made  a  signal  for  Jeanie  to  advance  from  the  spot 
where  she  had  hitherto  remained  watching  counte- 
nances, which  were  too  long  accustomed  to  suppress 
all  apparent  siarns  of  emotion,  to  convey  to  her  any 
interesting  intelligence.  Her  Majesty  could  not  help 
smiling  at  the  awe-struck  manner  in  which  the  quiet 
demure  figure  of  the  littile  Scotchwoman  advanced 
towards  her,  and  yet  more  at  the  first  sound  of  her 
broad  northern  accent  But  Jeanie  had  a  Toice  low 
and  sweetly  toned,  an  admirable  thing  in  woman, 
and  eke  besought  "  her  Leddyship  to  have  pity  on  a 
poor  misguided  young  creature,"  in  tones  so  affect- 
ing, that,  hke  the  notes  of  some  of  her  native  songs, 
provincial  vulgarity  was  lost  in  pathos. 

"  Stand  up,  young  woman,"  said  the  Queen,  but 
in  a  kind  tone,  ''and  tell  me  what  sort  of  a  barbarous 
people  your  countryfolk  are,  where  child-murder  is 
become  so  common  as  to  require  the  restraint  of  laws 
like  yours?*' 

"If  your  Leddyship  pleases,"  answered  Jeanie, 
"there  are  mony  places  beside  Scotland,  where  mo- 
thers are  unkind  to  their  ain  flesh  and  blood." 

It  must  be  observed,  that  the  disputes  between 
Gkorge  the  Second^  and  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales, 
were  then  at  the  highest,  and  that  the  good  natured 
part  of  the  public  laid  the  blame  on  the  Queen.  Slfs 
coloured  highly,  and  darted  a  glance  of  a  most  pene- 
trating character  first  at  Jeanie,  and  then  at  tho 
Duke.  Both  sustained  it  unmoved;  Jeanie  from 
total  unconsciousness  of  the  offence  she  had  ^ven, 
and  the  Duke  from  his  habitual  composure.  But  in 
his  heart  he  thought,  My  unlucky  prot^^  has,  with 
this  luckless  answer,  shot  dead,  by  a  kind  of  chance- 
medley,  her  only  hope  of  success. 

Lady  Suffolk,  good-humonredly,  and  skilfiiUy,  in- 
terposed in  this  awkward  crisis.  "  You  should  tell 
this  lady,"  she  said  to  Jeanie,  "  the  particular  cauFes 
which  render  this  crime  common  in  your  country." 

"  Some  thinks  it's  the  Kh4t-Sesrion— that  is— it  s 
the— it's  the  cutty-stool,  if  your  Leddyship  pleases," 
said  Jeanie  looking  down  and  curtsymg. 

"The  what?"  said  Lady  Suffolk,  to  whom  the 
phrase  was  new,  and  who  besides  was  rather  deaf. 

"  That's  the  stool  of  repentance,  madam,  J  it  please 
your  Leddyship,"  answered  Jeanie.  "for  light  lifo 
and  conversation,  and  for  breaking  the  seventn  com- 
mand/" Here  she  raised  her  eyes  to  the  Duke,  saw 
his  hand  at  bis  chin,  and,  totally  anconscious  of  what 
she  had  said  out  of  Joint,  gave  double  effect  to  tM 
innuendo,  by  stomting  short  and  looking  embarrassed. 

As  for  Lady  Sufifolk,  she  retired  like  a  covenug 
party,  which,  having  interposed  betwixt  their  retiett* 
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iiig  fHends  and  tb^  enemy,  haye  auddenly  drawn  on 
themselves  a  Are  unexpectedly  severe. 

The  deuce  take  the  lass,  thought  the  Duke  of  Argyle 
to  himself;  there  goes  another  sbol— and  she  has  hit 
with  both  barrels  right  aid  left! 

Indeed  the  Duke  had  himself  his  share  of  the  con- 
fusion, for,  having  acted  as  master  of  ceremonies  to 
this  innocent  oflender,  he  felt  much  in  the  circum- 
sTancee  of  A  country  scmire,  who,  having  introduced 
his  spaniel  into  a  well-appointed  drawing-room^  is 
doomed  to  witness  the  disorder  and  damage  which 
orises  to  china  and  to  dress-gowns,  in  consequence 
of  its  untimely  frolics.  Jeanies  last  chance-hit,  howo 
ever,  obliterated  the  ill  impression  which  had  arisen 
from  the  first ;  for  her  Majesty  had  not  so  lost  the  feel- 
m^s  of  a  wife  in  those  of  a  Queen,  but  that  she  could 
enjoy  a  jest  at  the  expense  of  "her  good  Suffolk." 
Sue  turned  towards  the  Duke  of  Argyle  with  a  smile, 
which  marked  that  she  enjoyed  the  triumph,  and  ob- 
versed,  "  the  Scotch  are  a  rigidly  moral  people."  Then 
again  applying  herself  to  Jeanie,  she  asked,  how  she 
travelled  up  from  Scotland. 

"  Upon  my  foot  mostly,  madam,"  was  the  replv. 

"What,  all  that  immense  way  upon  foot  1— How 
far  can  you  walk  in  a  dav  T* 

"  Five  and  twenty  miles  and  a  bittock." 

"  And  what  7"  sam  the  Queen,  looking  towards  the 
Duke  of  Arsjyle. 

"  And  about  five  miles  more,"  replied  the  Duke. 

"  I  thought  I  was  a  good  walker,"  said  the  Qtieen, 
"  but  this  shames  me  sadly." 

"  May  yourLeddyship  never  hae  sae  weary  a  heart, 
that  ye  canna  be  sensible  of  the  wearineai  of  the 
limbs !"  said  Jeanie. 

That  came  i>etter  on,  thought  the  Duke ;  it's  the 
first  thing  she  has  said  to  the  purpose. 

"  And  I  didna  just  a'thegether  walk  the  hail  way 
neither,  fori  had  whiles  the  cast  of  a  cart :  and  I  had 
the  cast  of  a  horse  from  Ferrybridge— and  divers  other 
easements"  said  Jeanie.cutting  short  her  story,  for  she 
observed  the  Duke  made  the  sign  he  had  fixed  upon. 

"  With  all  these  accommodations,". answered  the 
Queen,  "  you  must  have  had  a  very  fatiguing  jour- 
ney, and  I  fear  to  little  purpose;  since  if  the  King 
were  to  pardon  your  sister,  in  all  probability  it  would 
do  her  little  good,  for  I  suppose  your  people  of  Edin- 
burgh would  bang  her  out  of  spite." 

She  will  sink  herself  now  outright,  thought  the 
Duke. 

But  he  was  wrong.  The  shoals  on  which  Jeanie 
had  touched  in  this  delicate  conversation  lay  under 
ground,  and  were  unknown  to  her;  Uiia  rock  was 
above  water,  and  she  avoided  it 

"She  was  confident,"  she  said,  "that  baith  town 
and  country  wad  rejoice  to  see  his  Majesty  taking 
compassion  on  a  poor  unfriended  creature." 
•"  His  Majesty  has  not  found  it  so  in  a  late  instance." 
•aid  the  Queen ;  "  but,  I  suppose,  my  Lord  Duke  would 
advise  him  to  be  guided  by  the  votes  of  the  rabble 
themselves,  who  should  be  hanged  and  who  splired." 

"  No,  madam,"  said  the  Duke;  "  but  I  would  advise 
his  Majesty  to  be  guided  by  his  own  feelings,  and 
those  of  his  royal  consort;  and  then,  I  am  sure, pu- 
nishment will  only  attach  itself  to  guilt,  and  even  then 
with  cautious  reluctance." 

"  Well,  my  Lord,"  said  her  Majesty,  "all  these  fine 
speeches  do  not  convince  me  of  the  propriety  of  so 
soon  showing  any  mark  of  favour  to  your— I  suppose 
I  must  not  say  rebemousl— but,  at  least,  your  very 
disaflfected  and  intractable  metropolis.  Why,  the 
whole  nation  is  in  a  league  to  screen  the  savage  and 
abominable  murderers  of  that  unhappy  man ;  other- 
wise, how  is  it  possible  but  that,  of  so  many  perpe- 
trators, and  engaged  in  so  pubUc  an  action  for  such 
t  length  of  time,  one  at  least  must  have  be«i  recog- 
nised! Even  this  wench,  for  aught  I  can  -tell,  may  be 
a  depository  of  the  secret.— Hark  you,  young  woman, 
had  you  any  friends  engaged  in  the  Porteous  mob  T 

"No,  madam,"  answerad  Jeanie,  happy  that  the 
question  was  so  framed  that  she  could,  with  a  good 
conscience,  answer  it  in  the  negative. 

"  But  I  suppose,"  continued  the  Queen, "  if  you  were 
VQweased  of  such  a  secret,  you  would  hold  it  matter 

^oonscience  to  keeo  '*.  to  yourself?" 


"  I  would  pray  to  be  directed  and  guided  what  i 
the  line  of  duty,  madam,"  answered  Jeanie. 

"Yes,  and  lake  that  which  suited  your  own  incli- 
nations," replied  her  Majesty.^ 

"  If  it  like  you,  madam,"  said  Jeanie. "  I  would  ha« 

gien  to  the  end  of  the  earth  to  save  the  life  of  John 
orteous,  or  any  other  ufthappy  man  in  his  condition  % 
but  I  might  lawfully  doubt  bow  far  I  am  called  upon 
to  be^the  avenger  of  his  blood,  though  it  may  become 
the  civil  magistrate  to  do  so.  He  is  dead  and  g^na 
to  his  place,  and  *hey  tha^  have  slain  him  must  an« 
swer  (or  their  ain  act.  But  my  sister— my  puir  sister 
Efiie.  still  lives,  though  her  days  and  hours  are  num- 
bered!—She  still  hves,'and  a  word  of  the  King's 
mouth  might  restore  her  to  a  broken-hearted  aold 
man,  that  neVer,  in  his  daily  and  nightly  ezerciM^ 
forgot  to  pray  that  his  Majesty  might  bo  blessed  with 
a  long  and  a  prosperous  reign,  and  that  his  throncL 
and  the  throne  of  nis  posterity,  might  be  established 
in  righteousness.  O,  madam,  if  ever  ye  kend  what  it 
was  to  sorrow  for  and  with  a  sinning  and  a  sufferins 
creature,  whose  miod  is  sae  tossed  that  she  can  b« 
neither  ca'd  fit  to  livc^or  die,  have  some  compassion 
on  our  misery!- Save  an  honest  house  from  disho- 
nour, and  an  unhappy  girl  not  eighteen  years  of  a^ce, 
from  an  early  ana  dreadful  death!  Alas!  it  is  not 
when  we  sleep  soft  and  wake  merrily  ourselves,  that 
we  think  on  other  people's  suficrings.  Our  hearts  ar« 
waxed  light  within  us  then,  and  we  are  for  rightinii 
our  ain  wrangs  and  fighting  our  ain  battles.  But 
when  the  hour  of  trouble  comes  to  the  mind  or  to  the 
body— and  seldom  may  it  visit  your  Leddyship— and 
when  the  hour  of  death  comi^  that  comes  to  high 
and  low— lang  and  late  may  it  be  yours— O,  my  L^- 
dy,  then  it  isna  what  we  hae  dune  for  ourseOs,  but 
what  we  bar  dune  for  others,  that  we  think  on  maist 
pleasantly.  And  the  th(^hts  that  ye  hae  intervened 
to  spare  the  puir  thing's  lue  will  be  sweeter  in  t^t 
hour,  come  when  it  may,  than  if  a  word  of  your  mouth 
coold  hang  the  haill  Porteous  mob  at  the  tail  of  ae 
tow." 

Tear  followed  tear  down  Jeanie*s  checksi,  as,  her 
features  glowing  and  quivering  with  emotion,  she 
pleaded  her  sist/^r's  cause  with  a  pathos  which  was  at 
once  simple  and  solemn. 

"  This  is  eloquence,"  said  her  Majesty  to  the  Duke 
of  Argyle.  "  Young  woman,"  she  continued,  addresa- 
ing  nersel/  to  Jeanie,  "  /  cannot  grant  a  pardon  xm 
your  sister— but  you  shall  not  want  my  warm  inter- 
cession with  his  M^ijesty.  Take  thii  housewife  case,'* 
she  continued,  putting  a  small  einbrotdered  needle* 
case  into  Jeanie's  bands ;  "  do  not  open  it  now,  but 
at  Tour  leisure  you  will  find  something  in  it  wnich 
wiU  remind  you  that  you  have  had  an  interview  witli 
Queen  Caroline."  .  .  ^ 

Jeanie,  having  hep  suspicions  thus  confirmed,  drop- 
ped on  her  knees,  and  would  have  expanded  nerseli 
m  gratitude;  but  the  Duke,  who  was  upon  thorns 
lest  she  should  say  more  or  less  than  just  enough, 
touched  his  chin  once  more. 

"Our  business  is,  I  think,  ended  for  the  present, 
my  Lord  Duke,"  said  the  Queen,  "and,  I  trust,  to 
your  satisfaction.  Hereafter  I  nope  to  see  your 
Grace  more  frequently,  both  at  Richmond  and  St 
James's.— Come,  Lady  Sufiblk,  we  must  wish  hia 
Grace  good  morning." 

They  exchanged  tneir  parting:  reverences,  and  the 
Duke,  so  soon  as  the  ladies  had  turned  their  backs, 
assisted  Jeanie  to  rise  from  the  ground,  and  conducted 
hei'  back  through  the  avenue^  which  she  trod  with 
the  feeling  of  one  who  walks  m  her  sleep. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII.  ' 

8b  tooa  M I  can  win  the  oflboded  Kinf , 
I  will  be  known  your  advocate — (^mmtm. 

^  The  Duke  of  Argyle  led  the  way  in  silence  to  the 
imall  postern  by  wnich  they  had  been  admitted  into 
Richmond  Park,  so  bng  the  favourite  residence  of 
Queen  Caroline.  It  was  opened  by  the  same  half- 
seen  Janitor  and  they  fsund  themselves  beyond  ibe 
precincts  ot  the  royal  demesne.  Still  not  a  word  was 
spoken  on  either  side.    The  Duke  probably  wished  te 
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tHow  his  tuBUc  proteaie  time  to  recruit  her  faculties, 
daxxied  and  sunk  with  colloquy  sublime;  and  betwixt 
what  she  had  guessed,  had  heard,  and  bad  seen, 
Jouiie  Deans'a  mind  was  too  much  agitated  to  i>er- 
nt  her  to  ask  any  questions. 

Itiey  found  the  carriage  of  the  Duke  in  the  place 
where  they  had  left  it ;  and  when  they  resumed  their 
places,  soon  began  to  advance  rapidly  on  their  return 
t9  town* 

*"  I  think,  Jeanie,"  said  the  Duke,  breaking  silenoe, 
'  joa  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  yourself  on 
Jw  issue  of  your  interview  with  her  Majesty." 

"  And  that  leddv  tsa$  the  dueen  hersell  7"  said 
Jeanie  \  "  I  misdoubted  it  when  I  saw  that  your  ho- 
Bour  didna  put  on  your  hat— And  yet  I  can  hardly 
oeiieve  it,  even  when  I  heard  her  speak  it  hersell." 

"U  was  certainly  dueen  Caroline,"  replied  the 
Doke.  ^  Have  Tou  no  curiosity  to  see  what  is  in  the 
fittle  pocket-book  ?" 

**  Do  you  think  the  pardon  will  be  in  it,  sirl"  said 
Jeanie,  with  the  eager  animation  of  hope. 

"Whv,  no,"  replied  the  Duke;  "that  is  unlikely. 
Thtj  sddom  carry  these  things  about  them,  unless 
^  were  likely  to  be  wanted ;  and,  besides,  her  Ma- 
leity  told  you  it  was  the  King,  not  she,  who  was  to 
pint  it" 

"  That  is  true  too,"  said  Jeapie ;  **  but  I  am  so 
epDfiised  in  my  mind— But  does  your  honour  think 
tkwe  is  a  certainty  of  Effie's  paraon  then  f '  conti- 
iraed  she,  still  holding  in  her  hand  the  unopened 
pocket-book. 

"  Why,  kings  are  kittle  cattle  to  shoe  behind,  as 
«e  say  m  the  north,"  replied  the  Duke :  '*  but  his 
vife  knows  hia  trim^  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
mat  the  matter  is  quite  certain." 

"pOod  be  praised!  God  be  praised l"  ejaculated 
Jeanie ;  "  and  may  the  gude  leddy  never  want  the 
w^'s  ease  she  haa  gien  me  at  this  moment— And 
God  bless  you  too,  my  Lord!  without  your  help  I 
**d  ne'er  bae  won  near  her." 

.The  Duke  let  her  dwell  upon  this  subject  for  a  con- 
Merable  nme,  curious,  perhaps,  to  see  now  long  the 
Kehngs  of  gratitude  would  continue  to  supersede 
nose  of  curiosity.  But  so  feeble  was  the  latter  feel- 
u«  in  Jeanie's  mind,  that  his  Grace,  with  whom, 
perhaps,  it  was  for  the  tin^e  a  little  stronger,  was 


**  Aha !  then,  if  the  Laird  starts.  I  sapppsa  my  fHend 
Butler  must  be  in  some  danger  r' 

"O  no,  sir,"  answered  Jeanie  much  more  readily, 
but  at  the  same  time  blushing  much  more  deeply. 

**  Well,  Jeanie,"  stud  the  Duke,  "  you  are  a  girl  n 


ot>Iiged  once  more  to  bring  rorwaid  the  subject  of  the 
wieen's  present.  It  was  opened  accordingly.  In 
the  mside  of  the  case  were  the  usual  assortment  of 
wk  and  needles,  with  scissors,  tweezers,  &c ;  and 
»n  the  pocket  was  a  bank-bill  for  fifty  pounds. 

The  Duke  had  no  sooner  informed  Jeanie  of  the 
▼tine  of  this  last  document,  for  she  was  unaccus- 
tomed to  see  notes  for  such  sums,  than  she  expressed 
jw  regret  at  the  mistake  which  had  taken  place. 

For  the  hussy  itsell,"  she  said,  **  was  a  very  valuable 
Pungfor  a  keepsake,  with  the  Queen's  name  written 
in  the  mside  with  her  ain  hand  doubtless— Caroline— 
u  p4ain  as  could  be,  and  a  crown  drawn  aooon  it." 


be  safely  trusted  with  your  own  matters,  ^dl  shaU 
inquire  no  further  about  them.  But  as  to  this  sams 
pardon,  I  must  see  to  get  it  passed  through  the  pro- 
per forms;  and  I  have  a  friend  in  offic§[^wno  will,  for 
auld  lang  syne,  do-  me  so  much  favour.  And  then, 
Jeanie,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  send  an  express 
down  to  Scotland,  who  will  travel  with  it  safer  and 
more  swiftly  than  you  can  do,  I  will  take  care  to  h«iv 
it  put  into  the  proper  channel ;  meanwhile,  ypu  mav 
write  to  your  friends,  by^  post,  of  your  good  success.^ 

"  And  does  your  Honour  think,"  said  Jeanie,  "  that 
will  do  as  weel  as  if  I  were  to  take  my  tap  in  mv  lap^ 
and  slip  my  ways  hame again  on  my  ain  errand?" 

"Much  better,  certainly,  said  the  Duke.  "Ton 
know  the  roads  are  not  very  safe  for  a  single  woman 
to  travel." 

Jeanie  internally  acquiesced  in  this  observation. 

"  And  I  have  •  plan  for  you  besides.  One  of  the 
Duchess's  attendants,  and  one  of  mine— your  ac> 
quaintance  Archibald— are  going  down  to  Inverary  in 
a  light  calash,  with  four  horses  I  have  bought,  and 
there  is  room  enough  in  the  carriage  for  you  to  ^ 
with  them  as  far  as  Glasgow,  where  Archibald  wiU 
find  means  of  sending  you  safely  to  Edinburg^^ 
And  in  the  way,  I  beg  you  will  teach  the  woman  as 
much  as  you  can  of  the  mystery  of  cheese-making, 
for  ahe  is  lo  have  a  charge  in  the  dairy,  and  I  dare 
swear  you  are  as  tidy  about  your  milk-pail  as  about 
your  dress." 

"Does  yuur  honour  like  cf^eesel"  said  Jeani^ 
with  a  gleam  of  conscious  delight  as  she  asked  the 
question. 

"Like  It?"  said  the  Duke,  whose  good-nature 
anticipated  what  was  to  follow.—"  cakes  and  cheese 
are  a  dinner  for  an  emoeror,  let  alone  a  Highlandman.** 

"  Because,"  said  Jeanie,  with  modest  confidence, 
and  great  and  evident  self-gratulation,  "we  have 
been  thought  so  particular  m  making  cheeee,  that 
some  folk  think  it  as  gude  as  the  real  Dunlop ;  and 
if  your  Honour's  Grace  wad  but  accept  a  stane  or 
twa,  blithe,  and  fain,  and  proud  it  wad  make  us  I 
But  maybe  ye  may  like  the  ewe-milk,  that  is,  the 
Buckholmside*  cheesed  better:  or  maybe  thegaitmilk, 
as  ye  come  frae  the  Highlands— and  I  canna  pretend 
just  to  the  same  skeel  cr  them :  but  my  cousin  Jean, 
that  lives  at  Lockermachus  in  Lammermuir,  I  could 
speak  to  her,  and" 

"  Quite  unnecessary,"  said  the  Duke; " the  Dunloji 
is  the  very  cheese  of  which  I  am  so  fond,  and  I  wifl 
take  it  ss  the  greatest  favour  you  can  do  me  to- send 
one  to  Caroline-Park.  But  remember,  be  on  honour 
with  it,  Jeanie,  and  make  it  all  yourself^  for  I  am  «a 
real  good  judge." 

"I  am  not  reared,"  said  Jeanie.  confidently,  "that 


m  therefore  tendered  the  bill  to  the  Duke,  re- 1 1 1  may  please  your  Honour:  for  I, am  sure  you  look 


ViMting  him  to  find  some  mode  of  returning  it  to  the 
^^v  owner. 

,  No,  no,  Jeanie,"  said  the  Duke,  "  there  is  no  mis- 
ttke  m  the  case.  Her  Majesty  knows  you  have  been  put 
toj&eat  expense,  and  she  wishes  to  make  it  up  to  you.'* 
^  lam  sure  she  is  even  owergude,"  said  Jeanie, 
.  Vjd  it  dads  me  muckle  that  I  can  pay  back  J)um- 
biedikes  his  siller,  without  distressing  my  father,  ho- 
nest man."  "a     7  . 

"Dumbiedikes?  What,  a  freeholder  of  Mid-Lo- 
tnivi,  18  he  not  T'  said  hia  Grace,  whose  occasional 
Residence  in  that  county  made  him  acquainted  with 
<^st  of  the  heritors,  as  landed  persons  are  termed  in 
scoifand— "  He  has  a  house  not  far  from  Da&eith, 
weara  a  black  wisr  and  a  laced  hat  ?" 


j^     i  black  wig  and  a  laced  hat  ?*' 
.    C  ?*»  "^V  answered  Jeanie,  who  had  her  reasons 

«^^^  bnef  in  her  answers  upon  this  topic 
.    Ah !  my  old  friend  Dumbie !"  said  the  Duke :  "  I 
?*^^  .^nce  seen  him  fou,  and  only  once  heard  the 

ulS  of  his  voice— Is  he  a  cousin  or  yours,  Jeanie  V 

M  A?»  «r,-my  Lord." 

„Tnen  he  must  be  a  well-wisher,  I  suspect  V 
teu  ^^es,— ray  Lord,"  answered  Jeanie,  bloshing, 
wawithhealtatioiL 


as  if  vou  could  hardly  find  fault  wi'  ony  body  that  did 
their  Dest ;  and  weel  is  it  ray  part,  I  trow,  to  do  mine." 
This  discourse  introduced  a  topic  upon  which  ths 
two  travellers,  though  so  difierent  in  rank  and  edu- 
cation, found  each  a  ^od  deal  to  say.  The  Duke, 
besides  his  other  patriotic  qualitieSj  was  a  distin- 
guished agriculturist,  and  proud  of  his  knowledge  in 
that  department.  He  entertained  Jeanie  with  h\M 
observations  on  the  difierent  breeds  of  cattle  in  Scot- 
land, and  their  capacity  for  the  dairy,  and  received  so 
much  information  frt}m  her  practical  experience  in 
return,  that  he  promised  her  a  couple  of  Devonshire 
cows  m  reward  for  the  lesson.  In  short,  his  mind 
was  so  transported  back  to  his  rural  employments  and 
amusements,  that  he  siihed  when  his  carriage  stof>- 
ped  opposite  to  the  old  hackney-coach,  which  Archi- 
bald bad  kept  in  attendance  at  the  place  where  they 
had  left  it  While  the  coachman  again  bridled  his 
lean  cattle,  which  had  been  indulged  with  a  bite  of 

*The  hiUy  pattBrat  of  Baokhobn,  whtoh  the  aothor  MW 


*•  Not  In  tb«  frtvr  of  •  dNMMr*s  gj*,** 

ara  fkoMd  fbr  prodoeinc  the  bMt  twa-milk  I 
of  Bootlaud.     ^^""^ 


itaths 


musty  hay,  the  Duke  cautioned  Jeame  not  to  be  too 
communicntive  to  her  landlady  concerning  what  had 
passed.  "There  is,"  he  said,  "  no  use  of  speaking  of 
matters  till  ihey  are  actually  settled ;  and  you  may 
refer  the  good  lady  to  Archibald,  if  she  presses  you 
hard  wiih  questions.  She  is  his  old  acquaintance, 
and  he  knows  how  to  manage  with  her.*' 

He  then  took  a  cordial  farewell  of  Jcanie,  and  told 
her  to  be  ready  in  the  ensuing  week  to  return  to  Scot- 
.  and -saw  her  safely  esiabfished  in  her  hackney- 
coach,  and  rolled  ofl  in  his  own  carriage,  humming 
a  stanza  of  the  ballad  which  ho  is  said  to  have  com- 
posed:-'- 

"  At  the  night  of  Danbarton  once  again, 
ril  cock  up  my  bonnet  and  mnrch  amain. 
With  mjr  claymoro  hnoj^iof  down  to  my  neel, 
To  wlianf  at  the  bannocks  of  txirlejr  meal." 

Perhaps  one  ought  to  be  actually  a  Scotchman  to 
conceive  how  ardently,  under  all  distinctions  of  rank 
and  situation,  they  feel  their  mutual  connexion  with 
each  other  as  natives  of  the  same  country.  There 
are,  I  bulieve,  more  associations  common  to  the  in- 
habiianta  of  a  rude  and  wild,  than  of  a  well-cultivated 
and  fertile  country;  their  ancestors  have  more  seldom 
changed  their  place  of  residence;  their  mutual  recol- 
lection of  remarkable  objects  is  more  accurate :  the 
high  and  the  low  are  more  interested  in  each  other's 
welfare^  the  feelings  of  kindred  and  relationship  are 
more  widely  extended,  and,  in  a  word,  the  bonds  of 
patriotic  affection,  always  honourable  even  wh^  a 
little  too  exclusively  strained,  have  more  influence  on 
men's  feelings  and  actions. 

The  rumbUng  hackney-coach  which  tumbled  over 
the  (then)  execrable  London  pavement,  at  a  rate  very 
different  from  that  which  had  conve;red  the  ducal  car- 
riage to  Richmond,  at  length  deposited  Jeanie  Deans 
and  her  aitenlant  at  the  national  sign  of  the  Thistle. 
Mrs.  Glass,  who  had  been  in  long  and  anxious  ex- 
pectation, now  rushed,  full  of  eager  c^iriosity  and 
open-mouthed  interrogation,  upon  our  heroina  who 
was  positively  unable  to  sustain  the  overwhelming 
cataract  of  her  questions,  which  burst  forth  with  the 
sublimity  of  a  grand  gardyloo : — "  Had  she  seen  the 
Duke,  God  bless  him— the  Duchess— the  young  la- 
dies 7— Had  she  seen  the  King,  God  Ijless  nim— the 
dueen— the  Prince  of  Wales— the  Pnncess— or  any 
of  the  rest  of  the  royal  family  1— Had  she  got  her  sis- 
ter's pardon  7— Was  it  out  and  out— or  was  it  only  a 
commutation  of  punishment  ?— How  far  had  she 
gone— where  had  she  driven  to— whom  had  she  seen 
—what  had  been  said— what  had  kept  her  so  long  7" 

Such  were  the  various  questions  huddled  upon  each 
other  by  a  curiosity  socager,  that  it  could  hardly  wait 
for  its  own  gratification.  Jeanie  would  have  been 
more  than  sufficiently  embarrassed  by  this  overbear- 
ing tideof  interrogations,  had  not  Archibald,  who  had 
probablv  receivea  from  his  master  a  hint  to  that  pur- 
pose," advanced  to  her  rescue.  **"Mrs.  Glass,"  said 
Archibald,  "  his  Grace  desired  me  particularly  to  sa' 


TALES  OP  MY  LANDLORD. 


Archibald,  "his  Grace  desired  me  particularly  to  say,  It  would  be  the  Duke's  eldest  daughter,  I 

that  he  would  take  it  as  a  great  favour  if  you  would,  Caroline  Campbell— there  is  no  doubt  of  that," 
ask  the  young  woman  no  questions,  as  he  wishes  to   Mrs.  Glass ;     but  doubtless,  I  shall  know  more 


explain  to  you  more  distinctly  than  she  can  do  how 
her  affairs  stand,  and  consult  you  on  some  matters 
which  she  cannot  altogether  so  well  explain.  The 
Duke  will  call  at  the  Thistle  to-m«rrow  or  next  day 
for  that  purpose." 

"His  Grace  is  very  condescending,"  said  Mrs. 
Glass,  her  zeal  for  inquiry,  slaked  for  the  present  by 
the  dexterous  adniinistration  of  this  sugar-plum— 
**  his  Grace  is  sensible  that  I  am  in  a  manner  account- 
able for  the  conduct  of  my  young  kinswoman,  and  no 
doubt  his  Grace  is  the  best  judge  how  far  he  should 
intrust  her  or  me  with  the  management  of  her  affairs." 

"  His  Grace  is  quite  sensible  of  that,"  answered 
Archibald,  with  national  gravity,  "and  will  certainly 
rust  what  he  has  to  say  to  the  most  discreet  of  the 
two ;  and  therefore,  Mrs.  Glass,  his  Gh'ace  relies  you 
will  speak  nothing  to  Mrs.  Jean  Deans,  either  of  ner 
own  affairs  or  hei  sister's,  until  he  sees  you  himself. 
He  desired  me  to  assure  you,  in  the  mean  while,  that 
all  wasgoi'ig  on  as  well  as  your  kindness  could  wish, 
Mrs.  Glass.^ 

"  Hid  Grace  is  veiT  kind— very  considerate,  cer- 
lainly  Mr  Archibald^his  Graccrs  commands  shall 


be  obeyed,  and Bnt  you  have  had  a  far  drive,  ^^ 

Archibald,  as  I  guess,  by  the  time  of  your  absence,  •: 
I  guess"  (with  an  engaging  smile)  '*you  winna  ^ 
the  waur  o'  a  glass  of  the  right  Rosa  Solis.'*  ,  :^ 

"I  thank  you,  Mrs.  Glass,"  said  the  great  mar,"!;; 
great  man,  but  I  am  under  tne  necessity  -  of  retut^  " 
ing  to  my  Lord  directly."  And  making  his  adi<'._ 
civilly  to  Doth  cousins,  he  left  the  shop  of  the  Lady  '^ 
the  Thistle.  ,  ,    . 

"1  am  glad  your  aflTairs  have  prospered  bo  w€^~  \ 
Jeanie,  my  love,^'  said  Mrs.  Glass  j  **  though,  indeC' 
there  was  Utile  fear  of  them  so  soon  as  the  Duke  '*  ,. 
Argyle  was  so  condescending  as  to  take  them  iw  ^:: 
hand.  I  ^ill  ask  you  no  questions  about  them,  ll\^. 
cause  his  Grace,  who  is  most  considerata  and  prL 
dent  in  such  matters,  intends  to  tell  me,  all  that  yWZ, 
ken  yourself,  dear,  and  doubtless  a  great  deal  mor^.r 
so  that  any  thing  that  may  lie  heavily  on  your  iiii^[ 
may  be  imparted  to  me  in  the  meantime,  as  you  at-.l^ 
it  is  his  Grace's  pleasure  that  I  should  be  made  at  ;? 

auaintedwith  the  whole  matter  forthwith,  and  w'    '" 
ler  you  or  he  tells  it,  will  make  no  difference  in 
world,  ye  ken.    If  I  ken  what  he  is  going  to  say 
forehand,  I  will  be  much  more  ready  to  give  my 


vice,  and  whether  you  or  he  tell  me  about  it,  can 
much  signify  after  al'^  my  dear.  So  you  may  just  sgt^ 
whatever  you  hke,  only  mind  I  ask  you  no  questioK^. 
aboutJt."  J 

Jeanie  was  a  little  embarrassed.   She  thought  th  v  ^ 
the  communication  she  had  to  make  was  perhaps  thfl  ^ 
only  means  she  might  have  in  her  power  to  gratia^ 
her  friendly  and  hospitable  kmswoman.    But  her  l^^'J} 
dencc  instantly  suggested  that  her  secret  interview: 
with  Queen  Caroune,  which  seemed  to  pass  uhb-^, 
der  a  certain  sort  of  mystery,  was  not  a  proper  8ul>»  ^ 
ject  for  the  gossip  of  a  woman  like  Mrs.  Glass,  Oi* 
whose  heart  she  had  a  much  better  opinion  than  of 
her  prudence.    She,  therefore,  answered  in  general,  '5 
that  the  Duke  had  had  the  extraordinary  kindness  ta '[ 
make  very  particular  inauiries  into  her  sister'a  bad 
affair,  and  that  he  thought  he  had  found  the  means 
of  puttbg  it  a'  straight  again,  but  that  hepropostd  to 
tell  all  that  he  thought  about  the  matter  to  Mrs.  Glas« 
herself. 

This  did  not  quite  satisfy  the  penetrating  mistress 
of  the  Thistle.  Searching  as  her  own  small  rappee. 
she.  in  spite  of  her  promise,  urged  Jeanie  with  still  • 
further  questions.  "  Had  she  been  a'  that  time  at  Ar- 
gyle-house  7  Was  the  Duke  with  her  the  whole  time  1 
and  had  she  seen  the  Duchess  7  and  had  she  seen 
the  young  ladies— and  specially  Lady  Caroline  Camp- 
bell r '— To  these  questions  Jeanie  gave  the  general  ' 
reply,  that  she  knew  so  little  of  the  town  that  she 
could  not  tell  exactly  where  she  had  been ;  that  she 
had  not  seen  the  I^uchess  to  her  knowledge;  thai 
she  had  seen  two  ladies,  one  of  whom,  she  under* 
stood,  bore  the  name  of  Caroline;  ana  more,  she 
sajd,  she  could  not  tell  about  the  matter. 

It  would  be  the  Duke's  eldest  daughterj  Lad; 


ticularly  through  his  Grace.— And  so,  as  the  cloth  is 
laid  in  the  little  parlour  above  stairs,  and  it  is  past 
three  o'clock,  for  I  have  been  waiting  this  hour  for 
you.  and  I  have  had  a  snack  myself;  and,  as  they 
used  to  say  in  Scotland  in  my  time— 1  do  not  ken  u 
the  word  be  used  now— there  is  ill-talking  betweea  a 
fuU  body  and  a  fasting." 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

Hearen  flrit  Brnt  letter*  to  some  wretch'H  aid- 
Some  iMuiish'd  loTer,  or  some  captive  maid.— PoPB. 

6t  dint  of  unwonted  labour  with  the  pen,  Jeania 
Deans  contrived  to  indite,  and  give  to  the  charge  of 
the  postman  on  the  ensuing  day,  no  less  than  three 
letters,  an  exertion  altogether  strange  to  her  habits  t 
insomuch  so,  that,  ;f  milk  had  been  plentv,  she  would 
rather  have  made  thnce  as  many  Dunlop  cheeses. 
The  first  of  them  was  very  brief.  It  was  addresaed 
to  George  Staunton,  Esq.  at  the  Rectory,  Willing 
ham,  by  Grantham :  the  address  being  part  of  tte 
information  which  she  had  extracted  from  the  com* 


^.  XXXIX.1 


THE  HEART  OF  BflD-LOTHIAN. 


Ifl 


foucathre  peasant  who  rodebefi>re  her  to  Stamford, 
was  ini  these  words  :— 

"Sib, 
**  To  prevent  farder  mischieTes,  whereof  there  hath 
m  enough,  comes  these :    Sir,  I  have  my  sister^s 
irdon  from  the  Queen's  Meuesty,  whereof  I  do  not 
ubt  you  will  be  glad,  having  nad  to  say  taut  of 
•Iters  whereof  you  know  the  purport.    So,  sir,  1 
by  for  ^our  better  welfare  in  bodie  and  soul,  and 
It  it  will  please  the,  fisycian  to  visit  you  in  His 
'id  time.    Alwaies,  sir,  I  pray  you  will  never  come 
n  to  see  my  sister,  whereof  there  has  been  too 
•h-    And  ao,  wishmg  you  no  evil,  but  even  your 
t  good,  that  you  may  be  turned  from  vour  iniquity, 
why  suld  ye  die?)  I  rest  your  humble  servant  to 
imand.  Ye  ktn  wha.'* 

The  next  letter  was  to  her  father.    It  is  too  long 
^^geiher  for  insertion,  so  we  only  give  a  few  ex- 
bcts.    It  commenced — 
"  Dearest  and  truly  honoured  Pathert 
1  *  This  comes  with  my  duty  to  inform  you,  that  it 
B3  pleased  God  to  redeem  that  captivitie  of  my  poor 
teta",  in  respect  the  Q4ieen's  blessed  Majesty,  for 
'•torn  we  are  ever  bound  to  pray,  hath  redeemed  her 
rd  from  the  slayer,  granting  the  ransom  of  her, 
mik  is  ane  Dardon  or  reprieve.     And  I  spoke  with 
fie  Queen  lace  to  face,  and  yet  live;  for  she  is 
w  mnckle    differing   from   other   grand   leddies, 
Bring  that  she  has  a  stately  presence,  and  een 
!ie  a  blue  huntin'  hawk's,  wnilk  gaed  throu*  and 
^oo*  me  like  a  Hieland  durk— And  all  this  good 
na,  alway  under  the  Great  Giver,  to  whom  all  are 
Kt  instruments,  wrought  forth  for  us  by  the  Duk 
<  Argile,  wha  is  ane  native  true-hearted  Scotsman, 
ad  not  pridefu',  like  other  folk  we  ken  of— and 
Aiwise  skeely  enow  in  bestial,  whereof  he  has  pro- 
Ksed  to  gie  me  twa  Devonshire  kye,  of  which  he  is 
fEamoorod,  although  I  do  still  baud  by  the  real  hawkit 
lirshire  breed—and  I'  have  promised  him  a  cheese; 
md  I  wad  wuss  ye,  if  Gowans,  the  brockit  cow,  has 
iquey,  that  she  suld  suck  her  fill  of  milk,  as  I  am 
pTen  to  understand  he  has  none  of  that  breed,  and  is 
Bfjt  scomfu'j  but  will  take  a  thing  frae  a  puir  body, 
that  it  may  lighten  their  heart  of  the  loading  of  debt 
iiat  they  awe  him.    Also  his  Honour  the  Duke  will 
accept  ane  of  our  Dunlop  cheeses,  and  it  sail  be  my 
ftni  if  a  better  was  ever  yearned  in  Lowden."— [Here 
folk>w  some  observaUons  respecting  the  breed  of 
rattle,  and  the  produce  of  the  dairy,  which  it  is  our 
tmention  to  forward  to  the  Boardof  Agriculture.]— 
"  Xevertheless,  these  are  but  matters  of  the  after- 
harvest,  in  respect  of  the  great  good  which  Providence 
bt'h  cified  us  with— and,  in  especial,  poor  Effie's  life. 
Ana  O,  my  dear  father,  since  it  hath  pleased  God  to 
be  merciful  to  her.  let  ner  not  waqt  your  free  pardon, 
wtulk  will  make  her  meet  to  be  ane  vessel  of  grace, 
and  also  a  comfort  to  your  ain  graie  hairs.    Dear 
father,  will  ye  let  the  Laird  ken  tha;  we  have  had 
friemls  strangely  raised  up  to  us.  and  that  the  talent 
whilk  he  lent  me  will  be  thankfully  repaid.    I  hae 
lome  of  it  to  the  fore ;  and  the  rest  of  it  is  not  knotted 
op  in  ane  purse  or  napkin,  but  in  ane  wee  bit  paper, 
as  is  the  Caishion  heir,  whilk  I  am  assured  is  gude  for 
the  mller.    And.  dear  father,  through  Mr.  Butler's 
means  1  hae  gude  friendship  with  the  Duke,  for  their 
had  been  kindness  between  their  forbears  in  the  auld 
troublesome  time  bye-past.    And  Mrs.  Glass  has  been 
kiod  like  my  very  mother.    She  has  a  braw  house 
here,  and  lives  bien  and  warm,  wi'  twa  servant  lasses, 
and  a  man  and  a  callant  in  the  shop.    And  she  is  to 
aend  you  doun  a  pound  of  her  hie-dried,  and  some 
other  tobaka,  and  we  maun  think  of  some  propine  for 
her.  since  her  kmdness  hath  been  great.    And  the 
Duk  is  to  send  the  pardun  doun  by  an  express  mes- 
aenger,  in  respect  that  I  canna  travel  sae  fast  i  and  I 
am  to  come  doun  wi'  twa  of  his  Honour's  servants— 
that  is,  John  Archibald,  a  decent  elderly  gendeman, 
that  savs  he  has  seen  you  lang  syne,  when  ye  were 
buying  Dcasts  in  the  west  free  the  Laird  of  Aughter- 
muggitie— but  maybe  ye  vnnna  mind  him— ony  way, 
he's  a  civil  man— and  Mrs.  Dolly  Dutton,  that  is  to 
be  dtiry.inaid  at  Inverara ;  and  tney  bring  me  on  as 
£v  as  uiasffo',  whilk  will  make  it  iiau  pinch  to  win 
hame,  whilk  I  desire  of  all  things.    May  the  Giver  of 
VOX.UI. 


all  good  things  keep  ye  in  your  outgauns  and  incom* 
ings,  whereof  devoutly  prayeth  your  loving  dauitr, 
"JeanDeaW' 
The  third  letter  was  to  Butler,  and  its  tenor  as 
follows : 

"  Mx^tEB  BOTLEB. 

**  Sia,— It  will  be  pleasure  to  yon  to  ken,  that 
all  I  came  for  is,  thanks  be  to  God,  weel  dune  and 
to  the  gude* end,  and  that  your  forbear's  letter  was 
right  welcome  to  the  Duke  of  Argile,  and  that  ho 
wrote  your  name  down  with  a  kylevine  pen  ih  ^ea- 
them  book,  whereby  it  seems  like  he  wul  do  foryoo 
either  wi'  a  scule  or  a  kirk ;  he  has  enow  of  baitb,  as 
I  am  assured.  And  I  have  seen  the  Queen,  which 
gave  me  a  hussy-case  out  of  her  own  hand.  She  had 
not  her  crown  and  skeptre^  but  they  are  laid  by  for 
her,  like  the  bairns'  best  claise,  to  be  worn  when  sh^ 
needs  them.  And  they  are  keepit  in  a  tour,  whilk  is 
not  like  the  tour  of  Lihberton,  nor  yet  Craigmillar, 
but  mair  like  to  the  castell  of  £dinburj?h,  if  the  build- 
ings were  taen  and  set  down  in  the  midst  of  the  Nor*- 
Loch.  Also  the  Queen  was  very  bounteous;  giving 
me  a  paper  worth  fiftie  pounds,  as  I  am  assured,  to 
pay  my  expenses  here  and  back  agen.  Sae,  Master 
Butler,  as  we  were  aye  neebours'  naims,  forby  ony 
thing  else  that  may  hae  been  spoken  between  us,  I 
trust  you  winna  skrimp  yoursell  for  what  is  needfu* 
for  your  health,  since  it  signifies  not  muckle  whilk  o* 
us  has  the  siller,  if  the  other  wants  it.  And  mind  this 
is  no  meant  to  baud  ye  to  ony  thing  whilk  ye  wad 
rather  forget,  if  ye  suld  get  a  charge  of  a  kirk  or  a 
scule,  as  above  said.  Only  ahope  it  will  be  a  scule, 
and  not  a  kirk,  because  orthese  difficulties  anent 
aiths  and  patronages,  whilk  might  gang  ill  doun  wi' 
my  honest  father.  Only  if  ye  could  compass  a  har- 
monious call  frae  the  parish  of  Skreegh-me-dead,  as 
ye  anes  had  hope  of,  1  trow  it  wad  please  him  weel ; 
since  I  hae  heard  him  say,  that  the  root  of  th&«natter 
was  mair  deeply  hafted  in  that  wild  muirlniW  parish 
than  in  the  Canongate  of  Edinbtu^h.  I  wish  I  had 
whaten  books  ye  wanted,  Mr.  Butler,  for  they  has 
haill  bouses  of  them  here,  and  they  are  obliged  to  set 
sum  out  in  the  street,  whilk  are  said  cheap,  doubtless, 
to  Ket  them  out  of  the  weather.  It  is  a  muckle  plac& 
ana  I  hae  seen  sae  muckle  of  it,  that  my  poor  head 
turns  round.    And  ye  ken  langsyne  I  am  nae  great 

rjn- woman— and  it  is  near  eleven  o'clock  o'  the  night, 
am  cumming  down  in  good  company,  and  safe — 
and  I  had  troubles  in  gaun  up,  whilk  makes  mo 
blither  of  travelling  wi'  kend  folk.  My  cousin,  Mrs. 
Glass,  has  a  braw  house  here,  but  a'  thing  is  sae  poi- 
soned wi'  snuff;  that  I  am  like  to  be  scomfished  whiles. 
But  what  signifies  th,ese  things,  in  comparison  of  the 
great  deliverance  whilk  has  beep  vouchsafed  to  my 
father's  house,  in  whilk  you,  as  our  auld  and  dear 
well-wisher,  will,  I  dout  not,  rejoice  and  be  exceed- 


ingly glad.  And  I  am,  dear  Mr.  Butler,  your  sincere 
ell- wisher  in  temporal  and  eternal  things,  "J.  D." 
After  these  labours  of  an  unwonted  kind,  Jeanie 


retired  to  her  bed,  yet  scarce  could  sleep  a  few  minutes 
to^therpso  often  was  she  awakened  by  the  hcart- 
stirring  consciousness  of  her  sister's  safety,  and  so 
powernilly  urged  to  deposit  her  burden  of  joy,  where 
she  had  before  laid  her  doMS  and  sorrows,  in  the 
warm  and  sincere  exercises  of  devotion. 

All  the  next,  and  all  the  succeeding  day,  Mrs.  Glass 
fidgeted  about  her  shop  in  the  agony  of  expectation, 
like  a  pea  (to  use  a  vulgar  simile  which  her  profes- 
sion renders  appropriate)  upon  one  of  her  own  tobac- 
co-pipes. ,  With  the  third  morning  came  the  exi»ected 
coacn,  with^  four  servants  clustered  behind  on  the 
foot-board,  in  dark-brown  and  yellow  liveries;  the 
Duke  in  person,  with  laced  coat,  gold-headed  cane, 
star  and  garter,  all,  as  the  story-book  says,  vtry 
grand. 

He  inquired  for  his  little  countrywoman  of  Mrs. 
Glass,  but  without  requesting  to  see  her,  probably 
because  he  was  unwilling  to  give  an  appearance  of 
personal  intercourse  betwixt  them,  which  scandal 
might  have  misinterpreted.  "The  Queen,"  he  said 
to  Mrs.  Glass,  "  had  taken  the  case  of  her  km|wo- 
man  into  her  gracious  consideration,  and  being  spe- 
cially moved  by  the  affectionate  and  resolute  charnc* 
ter  of  the  elder  sister,  bad  condescended  to  t^se  tiar 
11 
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npwerfol  interceitioii  with  hiiMajecty,  m  coni 
Quence  of  which  a  pardon  had  been  despatched  to 
•Scotland  to  Effie  Deans,  on  condition  of  Her  banish- 
ing herself  forth  of  Scotland  for  fourteen  years.  The 
^nff's  Advocate  bad  insisted."  he  faid,  ^'  upon  this 

8uanfication  of  the  pardon,  having  pointed  out  to 
is  Afajesty's  ministers,  that^  within  the  course  of 
only  seven  years,  twenty-one  instances  of  child-mur- 
der  had  occurred  in  Scotland." 

"Weary  on  him!"  said  Mrs.  Glass,  "what  for 
neo^  he  to  have  telied  that  of  his  ain  country,  and 
to  m  Engiisb  folk  abune  a"?  I  used,  aya  to,  think 
the  Advocate  a  douce  decent  man,  but  it  is  an  ill  bird 
— 4x)gging  your  Grace's  pardon  for  speaking  of  such 
a  coorse  oy-word.  And  then  what  is  the  poor  las- 
sie to  do  in  a  foreign  land  I^Why,  wae's  me,  it's 
just  sending  her  to  play  the  same  pranks  ower  again, 
out  of  sight  or  guidance  of  her  friends." 

"Pooh  I  pooh  r  said  the  Duke,  "  that  need  not  be 
anticipated.  >Vhy,  she  may  come  up  to  London,  or 
she  may  go  over  to  America*  and  marry  well  for  all 
that  is  come  and  gone." 

"In  troth,  ana  so  she  may,  as  your  Grace  is 

f leased  to  intimate,"  replied  Mrs.  Glass;  "  and  now 
think  upon  it,  there  is  my  old  correspondent  in  Vir- 
ginia:^ Epnraim  Buckskin,  that  has  supplied  the  This- 
tle this  forty  years  with  tobacco,  and  it  is  not  a  little 
thfi^  serves  our  turn,  and  he  has  been  writing  to  me 
this  ten  .years  to  send  him  out  a  wif&  The  carle  is 
pot  above  sixty,  ana  bale  and  hearty,  and  well  to  pass 
in  the  world,  and  a  line  from  my  hand  would  settle 
the  matter,  and  Effie  B^n's  misfortune  (forby  that 
there  is  no  special  occaRon  to  speak  about  it)  would 
be  thought  httle  of  there." 

"  Is  she  a  pretty  girl  7"  said  the  Duke  {  "  her  sister 
does  not  get  beyond  a  good  comely  sonsyj  lass." 

*'  Oh,  far  prettier  is  Effie  than  Jeanie,"  said  Mrs. 
Gllass;  "  though  it  is  long  since  I  saw  her  mysell, 
by  I  hett  of  the  Deanses  by  all  my  Lowden  fnends 
when  thev  oome—your  Grace  kens  we  Scotch  are 
clannish  bodies." 

"  So  much  the  better  for  us,"  said  the  Duke,  "  and 
the  worse  for  those  who  meddle  with  us,  as  your 
flood  old-fashioned  Scou  sign  say&  Mrs.  Glass.— 
And  now  I  hope  you  will  approve  ot  the  measures  I 
have  taken  for  restoring  your  kinswoman  to  her 
friends."  These  he  detailed  at  length,  and  Mrs.  Glaas 
gave  her  unqualified  approbation,  with  a  smile  and  a 
curtsy  at  every  sentence.  "And  now,  Mrs.  Glass, 
you  must  tell  Jeanie,  I  hope  she  will  not  forget  my 
cheese  when  she  gets  down  to  Scotland.  Archibald 
has  my  orders  to  arrange  all  her  expenses."    , 

"  Begging  your  Grace's  humble  pardon."  said  Mrs. 
Gla88,^'iiVB  a  pity  (o  trouble  yourself  about  them: 
the  Deanses  are  Wealthy  people  in  their  way,  and  the 
lass  has  money  in  her  pocket" 

"That's  all  very  true,"  said  the  Duke;  "but  you 
know,  where  MacCallummore  travels  he  pays  all ;  it 
is  our  Highland  privilege  to  take  from  all  what  toe 
want,  and  to  give  to  all  what  they  want." 

"  Your  Grace's  better  at  giving  than  taking,'*  said 
Mrs.  Glass. 

"To  show  you  the  contrary,"  said  the  Duke,  "I 
will  fill  my  box  out  oM^is  canister  without  paying 
you  a  bawbee :"  and  a^n  desiring  to  be  remembered 
to  Jeanie,  with  hia  good  wishes  for  her  safe  journey, 
he  departed,  leaving  Mrs.  Glass  uplifted  in  heart  and 
in  countenance,  the  proudest  and  happiest  of  tobacco 
and  snufT  dealers. 

,  Reflectively,  his  Grace's  good-hamour  and  affabi- 
lity had  a  favourable  effect  upon  Jeanie's  situation. 
Her  kinswoman,  though  civil  and  kind  to  her.  had 
acquired  too  much  of  London  breeding  to  be  perfectly 
•atisfied  with  her  cousin's  rustic  ana  national  dress, 
and  was,  besides,  something  scandalized  at  the  cause 
of  her  journey  to  London.  Ifrs.  Glaas  might,  there- 
fore, have  been  less  sedulous  in  her  attentions  to- 
wards Jeanie,  but  for  the  interest  which  the  foremost 
of  the  Scottish  nobles  (for  such,  in  all  men's  estima- 
tion, was  the  Duke  of  Argyle)  soemed  to  take  in  her 
late^  Now,  however,  as  a  kinawoman  whose  vir- 
tues and  domestic  afrections  had  attracted  the  notice 
thd  approbation  ot  royalty  itself^  Jeanie  stood  to  her 
•Uihre  in  a  light  very  di&raat  and  much  more  fin- 


vourable,  and  was  not  only  treated  with  fcinrtni— . 
but  with  actual  observance  and  respect 

It  depended  upon  herself  alone  to  have  mMie  m» 
many  visits  and  seen  as  many  sights,  as  lay  witftim 
Mrs.  Glass'^s  power  to  compass.  But,  excepting  tbaft 
she  dined  abroad  with  one  or  two  *'  far-away  Idiis- 
folk,"  tfid  that  ahe  paid  the  same  respect,  on  Mrti. 
Glass's  strong  urgency,  to  Mrs.  Deputy  Dabby,  wife 
of  the  Worshipful  Mr.  Deputy  DabbV,  of  Famni^doii 
Without,  she  did  not  avail  herself  or  the  opportuiiitv. 
As  Mrs.  Dabby  was  the,  second  lady  of  i^eat  ranJc. 
whom  Jeanie  had  seen  in  London,  she  used  some- 
times afterwards  to  draw  a  parallel  betwixt  her  and 
the  Queen,  in  which  she  observed,  that  "Mrs.  Dabby 
was  dressed  twice  as  srand,  and  was  twice  as  bi|^ 
and  spoke  twice  as  loud,  and  twice  as  muckle,  as  thib 
dueen  did,  but  she  hadna  the  same gos- hawk  glance 
that  makes  the  skin  creep,  and  the  knee  bend;  aiul 
though  she  had  very  kindly  gifted  her  with  a  loaf  o/ 
sugar  and  twa  punas  of  t^  yet  she  hadna  a'tkeffe- 
ther  the  sweet  look, that  the  Queen  had  when  ane 
put  the  needle-book  into  her  hand." 

Jeanie  might  have  enjoyed  the  sights  and  novelties 
of  this  great  city  more,  nad  it  not  been  for  the  quali- 
fication added  to,  her  sister's  pardon,' which  greatly 
grieved  her  affectbnate  disposition.  On  this  subject, 
nowever.  her  mind  was  somewhat  relieved  by  a  letter 
which  she  received  in  return  of  post  in  answer  to 
that  which  she  had  written  to  her  father.  With  his 
affectionate  blessing,  it  brought  his  full  approbation 
of  the  step  which  she  had  taken,  as  one  inspired  by 
the  immediate  dictates  of  Heaven,  and  wmch  she 
had  been  thrust  upon  in  order  that  she  might  become 
the  means  of  safety  to  a  perishing  household. 

"  If  ever  a  deUverance  wafrdear  and  precioua,  this,^ 
aaid  the  letter,  "  is  a  dear  and  pr^ious  deUverance— 
and  if  life  saved  can  be  made  more  sweet  and  sa- 
voury, it  is  when  it  cometh  by  the  hands  of  those 
whom  we  hold  in  the  ties  of  ,afi^'tion.    And  do  not 
let  your  heart  be  disauieted  within  you,  that  this  vic-> 
tim,  who  is  rescued  fh)m  the  horns  of  the  altar» 
whereuntil  she  was  fast  bound  by  the  chains  of  hu« 
man  law,  is  now  to  be  driven  beyond  the  bounds  of 
our  land.    Scotland  is  a  blessed  land  to  those  f^o 
love  the  ordinances  of  Christianity,  and  it  is  a  fSaer 
land  to  look  upon,  and  dear  to  them  who  have  dwelt 
in  it  a'  their  days ;  and  weel  said  that  jiuiicious  Chris-  , 
tian,  worthy  John  Livingstone^  a  sauor  in  fiorrow- 
stounness,  as  the  famous  Patnck  Walker  reporteth 
his  words,  that  howbeit  he  thought  Scotland  was  a 
Gehennah  of  wickedness  when  he  was  at  home,  yet, 
when  he  was  abroad,  he  accounted  it  ane  paradise  t 
for  the  evils  of  Scotland  he  found  everywhere,  and 
the  good  of  Scotland  he  found  nowhere.    But  we  are 
to  hold  in  remembrance  that  Scotland  though  it  be 
our  native  land,  and  the  land  of  our  fathersL  is  not 
like  Goshen,  in  Egypt,  on  whilk  the  sun  of  the  hear 
yens  and  of  the  goniel  shineth  allenarly,  and  leereth 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  utter  darkness.    Therefore, 
and  also  because  this  increase  of  profit  at  Saint  Lao- 
nard'a  Crags  may  be  a  cauld  waff  of  wind  blawing 
from  the  frozen  land  of  earthly  self,  where  never  mnnt 
of  grace  took  root  or  ^w,  and  because  my  coneeras 
make  me  take  something  ower  muckle  a  grip  of  ihs 
gear  of  the  warld  in  mine  arma,  I  receive  tnia  dispen- 
sation anent  Effie  as  a  call  to  depart  out  uf  Haran« 
as  righteous  Abraham  of  old,  and  leave  my  father's 
kindred  and  my  mother's  house,  and  the  aahes  and 
mould  of  them  who  have  gone  to  sleep  before  me,  and 
which  Mrait  to  be  mingled  with  these  auld  craiea  bonea 
of  mine  own.    And  my  heart  is  lightened  to  do  this, 
when  I  call  to  mind  the  decay  of  active  and  earnest 
religion  in  this  land,  and  survey  the  height  and  tht 
depth,  the  length  And  the  breadth,  of  national  defeo* 
tions,  and  how  the  love  of  many  is  waxing  lukewarm 
and  cold ;  and  I  am  strengthened  in  thia  resohition 
to  change  my  domicile  hkewiae,  as  I  hear  that  store* 
farms  are  to  be  set  at  an  easy  mail  in  Northumber- 
land, where  there  are  many  precioua  aouls  that  are 
of  our  true,  though  sufierin^  persnasion.    And  lie 
part  of  the  kye  or  8io<^  as  I  judge  it  fit  to  keqi,  may 
be  driven  thither  without  incommodity— say  about 
Wooler,  or  that  gate,  keeping  aye  a  ahouther  to  the 
hill»--and  the  rest  may  be  sauki  to  gude  profit  sad 
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■dviauuee,  if  we  had  grace  weel  to  oie  and  guide 
these  gifts  of  the  warld.  The  Laird  has  been  a  true 
fneoion  out  uahappy  occasions,  and  I  have  paid  Kim 
back  the  siller  for  Effie's  misfortune,  whereof  Mr. 
ffiiM  Novit  returned  him  no  balance,  as  the  Laird 
aad  I  did  expect  he  wdd  ht^e  done.  But  law  licks  up 
a*,  as  the  common  folk  say.  I  have  had  the  siller  to 
biRTow  oat  of  sax-purses.  Mr.  Saddletree  advised  to 
tfe  the  Laird  of  Lounsbeck  a  charge  on  his  band 
1?  a  thousand  merks.  But  I  hae  nae  broo'  of  charges, 
linoe  that  awfu'  morning  that  a  tout  of  a  hom^  at  the 
Cross  of  Edinburgh,  blew  half  the  faithfu'  mmisters 
if  Scotland  out  of  their  pulpits.  However,  I  sail 
ai^  an  adjudication,  wliilk  Mr.  Saddletree  saya 
C9mes  instead  of  the  auld  apprisings,  and  will  not 
'sse  weel-won  gear  with  the  like  of  him  if  it  may  be 
^dped.  As  for  the  dueen,  and  the  credit  that  she 
iiith  done  to  a  poor  man's  daughter,  and  the  mercy 
sod  the  grace  ye  found  with  her,  I  can  only  prav  for 
kerweel-being  here  and  hereafter,  for  theestablish- 
Qifiot  of  her  house  now  and  for  ever,  upon  the  throne 
of  these  kingdoms.  I  doubt  not  but  what  you  told 
W  Majesty,  that  I  was  the  same  David  Deans  of 
vhom  there  w^as  a  sport  at  the  Revolution  when  I 
Mied  thegither  the  heads  of  twa  falae  prophets,  these 
v^TBcious  Graces  the  prelates,  as  they  stood  on  the 
Hie  Street,  after  being  expelled  from  the  Convention- 
»aritament.  The  Duke<of  Argyle  is  a  noble  and  true- 
KWted  nobleman,  who  pleads  the  cause  of  the  poor, 
lid  those  who  have  none  to  help  them ;  verily  his  re- 
wtrd  shall  not  be  lacking  unto  him.— I  have  been 
writing  of  many  things,  but  not  of  that  whilk  lies 
fteitest  mine  heart.  I  have  seen  the  misguided 
ihiD^;  she  will  be  at  fVaedom  the  mom,  on  enacted 
csation  that  she  shall  leave  Scotland  in  four  weeks. 
Her  mind  is  in  an  evil  fram&— casting  her  eye  back- 
ward on  Egypt,  I  doubt,  as  ir  the  bitter  waters  of  the 
wilderness  were  harder  to  endure  than  the  brick  fiir- 
Btcesi  by  the  side  of  which  there  were  sayoury  flesh- 
fote.  I  need  not  bid  you  make  haste  down,  for  you 
ire,  exciting  always  my  Great  Master,  my  only 
comfort  m  these  straits.  I  charge  y6u  to  withdraw 
ywT  feet  from  the  delusion  of  that  Vanity-fair  in 
whilk  ye  are  a  sojourner,  and  not  to  go  to  their  wor- 
•oip,  whilk  is  an  ill-mumbled  mass,  as  it  was  weel 
^ed,  by  James  the  Sext,  though  he  afterwards, 
w\ih  his  unhappy  son,  strove  to  bring  it  ower  back 
ind  belly  into  his  native  kingdom,  wherethrough 
Incir  race  have  been  cut  off  as  roam  upon  the  water, 
tnd  shall  be  as  wanderers  among  the  nations— see 
^  prophecies  of  Hosea,  ninth  and  seventeenth,  and 
the  same,  tenth  and  seventh.  But  us  and  our  house, 
let  as  say  with  the  same  prophet :  *Let  us  return  to 
Jne  Lord,  for  he  hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us— He 
rath  smitten,  arid  he  will  bind  us  up.' " 

He  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  approved  of  her  pro- 
posed mode  of  returning  'by  Glasgow,  and  entered 
inio  sundry  minute  particulars  not  necessary  to  be 
jwted-  A  single  line  in  the  letter,  but  not  the  least 
n«9ucntly  read  dv  the  party  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
jnumated,  that  Reuben  Butler  had  been  as  a  son  to 
»»ni  in  h(8  sorrows.'*  As  David  Deans  scarce  ever 
Jjcntioned  Butler  before,  without  some  gibe,  more  or 
rcM  .direct,  ^ther  at  his  carnal  gifts  and  learning,  or 
•I  nis  grandfather's  heresy,  Jeanie  drew  a  good  omen 
from  no  such  qualifying  clause  being  added  to  this 
^tence  respecting  nim. 

A.  loyei^s  hope  resembles  the  bean  in  the  nursery 
iJl^Hct  it  once  take  rootfsnd  it  will  grow  so  rapidly, 
jjiat  u  the  course  of  a  few  hours  the  giant  Imagina- 
yon  builds  a  castle  on  the  top,  and  by  and  by  comes 
y^PPointment  with  the  "curtal  axe,"  and  hews 
Down  both  the  plant  and  the  superstructure. .  Jea^ie's 
««cy^  though  not  the  most  powerful  of  her  faculties, 
y?  lively  enough  to  transport  her  to  a  wild  farm  in 
-Northumberland,  well  stocked  with  milk-cows,  yeald 
J5*Jt8,  and  sheep ;  a  meeting-house  hard  by,  frequent- 
?»  "Y  serious  presbyterians,  who  had  united  in  a 
"jrjionious  call  to  Reuben  Butler  to  be  their  spiritual 
5™J«r-Ef$e  restored,  not  togayety,  but  to  cheerful- 
Sm*  ?^  J^*' »— their  father,  with  hta  gray  hairs 
wxooihed  down,  and  spectacles  on  his  nose ;— her- 
Jr^  J^the  maiden  snood  exchanged  for  a  matron's 
"'^""^  arranged  in  a  pew  in  the  said  meeting- 


house, listening  to  words  of  devption,  rendered  sweet- 
er and  more  powerful  by  the  affecti9natc  ties  which 
combined  them  with  the  preacher.  She  cherished 
sudh  visions  from  day  to  day,  until  her  residence  in 
London  began  to  becprhe  insupportable  and  tedious 
to  her;  and  it  was  with  no  ordinary  satisfaction  that 
alie  received  a  summons  from  Argyle-house,  requiring 
her  in  two  days  to  be  preparea  to  join  their  north* 
ward  party. 

CHAPTER  XL. 

One  was  a  female,  who  had%rieTotn  ill 

Wroufht  in  revenge,  and  ih©  cnjo^r'd  it  itill ; 

Sullen  »he  vran,  and  threatening ;  in  her  eye 

Glared  the  stem  triumpU  that  the  dared  to  dia.  -CRAJraa 

The  summons  of  preparation,  arrived  after  Jeanie 
Deans  had  resided  in  tne  metropolis  about  three  weeks 

On  the  morning  appointed  she  took  a  grateful  fare^ 
well  of  Mrs.  Glass,  as  that  good  woman's  attention 
to  her  particularly  required  placed  herself  and  her 
moveable  goods,  which  purchases  and  presents  had 
greatly  ipcreaaed,  m  a  hackney-coach,  and  joined  her 
travelling  companions  in  tlie  housekeeper's  apartment 
at  Argyle-house.  While  the  carriage  was  getting 
ready,  the  was  informed  that  the  Duke  wished  to 
speak  with  her;  and  being  ushered  into  a  splendid  sa- 
loon, she  was  surprised  to  find  that  he  wished  to  pre- 
sent her  to  his  lady  and  daughters. 

"I  bring  you  my  little  countrywoman.  Duchess," 
these  were  the  words  of  the  introduction.  "  With  an 
army  of  young  fellows,  as  gallant  and  steady  as  she 
is,  and  a  good  cause,  I  would  not  fear  two  to  one." 

"Ah,  papa  1"  said  a  lively  young  lady,  about  twelve 
years  old,  **  remember  you  were  full  one  to  two  at 
Sheriff- muir,  and  yet,"  (singing  the,  well-known  baK 
lad)— 

"  *  Some  ny  that  we  wao,  and  some  my  that  they  wan, 
'  And  some  «ay  that  nane  wan  at  a',  man ; 
Bat  of  Re  thin?  Vm  lure,  tliat  on  SherifT-muir 
A  tKittle  there  wai  that  I  »w,  man.' " 

"What  little  Mary  turned  Tory  on  my  hands?— 
This  will  be  fine  news  for  oiur  countrywoman  to  carry 
down  to  Scotland !" 

"  We  may  all  turn  Tories  for  the  thanks  we  have 
got  for  remaining  Whigs,"  said  the  second  young  lady.  ' 

"  WelL  hold  your  peace,  you  discontented  mon- 
keys, and  go  dress  your  babies ;  and  as  for  the  Bob 
of  Uumblane, 

*  If  it  wasna  wool  bobbit,  weel  bobbit,  weel  bobb'l 
If  it  wasna  weel  bobbit,  we'll  bobb  it  again."* 

"Papa's  wit  is  running  low,"  said  Lady  Mary; 
"  the  poor  gentleman  is  repeating  himself— he  sang 
that  on  the  field  of  battl&  when  he  was  told  ihe  High- 
landers had  cut  his  left  wing  to  pieces  with  their 
claymores." 

A  pull  by  the  hair  was  the  repartee  to  this  sally. 

"  Ah !  brave  Highlanders  and  bright  claymores," 
said  the  Duke,  *'  well  do  I  wish  them,  *  for  a'  the  ill 
they've  done  me  yet,*  as  the  song  goes.~But  come, 
madcaps,  say  a  civil  word  to  your  countrywoman— I 
wish  ye  had  half  her  canny  hamely  sense;  I  think 
you  may  be  as  leal  and  true-hearted." 

The  Duchess  advanced^  and,  in  few  words,  in 
which  there  was  as  much  kindness  as  civility,  assured 
Jeanie  of  the  respect  which  she  had  for  a  character 
so  affectionate,  and  vet  so  firm,  and  added,  "  When 
you  get  home,  you  wul  perhaps  hear  from  me." 

"  And  from  me."  "And  from  me."  "And  from  me. 
Jeanie,"  added  the  young  ladies  one  after  the  other. 
"  for  you  are  a  credit  to  the  land  we  love  so  well." 

Jeanie,  overpowered  with  these  unexpected  com- 
pliments, and  not  aware  that  the  Duke's  investiga- 
tion had  made  him  acquainted  with  her  behayioar  on 
her  sister's  trial,  could  only  answer  by  blushing,  and 
curtsying  rotmd  and  round,  and  uttering  at  internals, 
"  Mony  thanks  1  mony  thanks !" 

"  Jeanie,"  said  the  Duke,  "  you  must  have  doch  an' 
dorroch^  or  you  will  be  unable  to  travel."  | 

There  was  a  salver  with  cake  and  wine  on'tha 
table.  He  took  up  a  glass,  drank  "  to  all  true  heart! 
that  lo'ed  Scotland,"  and  offered  a  glass  to  his  guest. 


Jeanie,  however,  dedined  it  j§yiQg,^^at  riie  1 
lever  tasted  wine  in  her  liw.*^  o 
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"How  cornea  that,  JeanieT'  said  the  Duke,— 
•*  wine  maketh  glad  the  heart,  you  know." 

"  Ay,  sir.  but  my  father  is  like  Jonadab  the  son  of 
Eechabf  who  charged  his  children  that  they  should 
drink  no  wine." 

"  I  thought  your  father  would  have  had  more  sense," 
said  the  Duke,  "  unless,  indeed,  he  prefers  brandy. 
But,  however,  Jeanie,  if  you  will  not  drink,  you  must 
eat,  to  sa\e  the  character  of  my  house." 

He  thrust  upon  her  a  large  piece  of  cake,  nor  would 
he  permit  her  to  break  on  a  fragment,  and  lay  the 
rest  on  the  silver.  "  Put  it  in  your  pouch,  Jeanie." 
•did  he;  "  yju  will  be  glad  of  U  before  you  see  St, 
Giles's  steeple,  1  wish  to  Heaven  1  were  to  see  it  as 
soon  as  you !  and  so  my  best  service  to  all  my  friends 
at  and  about  Auld  Reekie,  and  a  bUihejourney  to  you." 

And,  mixing  the  frankness  of  a  soldier  with  his  na- 
tural affability,  he  shook  hands  with  his  protegee, 
and  committed  her  to  the  charge  of  Archibald,  jaiis- 
ried  that  he  had  provided  su&ciently  for  her  being 
attended  to  by  his  domestica,  from  the  unusual  at- 
tention with  which  he  had  himself  treated  her. 

Accordinjily,  in  the  course  of  her  journey,  she  found 
both  her  companions  disposed  to  pay  hur  every  pos 
aible  civility,  so  that  her  return,  in  point  of  comfort 
and  safety,  formed  a  strong  contrast  to  her  jonrney 
to  London. 

Her  heart  also  was  disburdened  of  the  weight  of 

ief,  siiame,  apprehension,  and  fear,  which  had 
loaded  her  before  her  interview  with  the  Queen  at 
Richmond.  But  the  human  mind  is  so  strangely  ca- 
pricious^ that,  when  freed  from  the  pressure  of  real 
misery,  it  becomes  open  and  sensitive  to  the  appre- 
hension of  ideal  calamities.  She  was  now  much  dis- 
turbed in  mind,  that  she  had  heard  nothing  from 
Reuben  Butler,  to  whom  the  operation  of  writing 
was  so  much  more  familiar  than  it  was  to  herself. 

"  It  would  have  cost  him  sae  little  fash,"  she  said 
to  herself;  "  for  I  hae  seen  his  pen  gang  as  fast  ower 
the  paper,  as  ever  it  did  ower  the  water  when  it  was 
in  the  gray  goose's  wing.  Wae's  me  I  maybe  he 
may  be  badly— but  then  my  father  wad  likely  hae 
said  something  about  it— Or  maybe  he  may  hae  taen 
the  rue,  and  kensna  how  to  let  me  wot  of  his  change 
of  mind.  He  neediia  be  at  muckle  fash  about  it,"— 
'  sne  went  on,  drawing  herself  up,  though  the  tear  of 
honest  pride  and  injured  affection  gathered  in  her 
eye,  as  tdie  entertained  the  suspicion, — "Jeanie  Deans 
is  no'  the  lass  to  pu'  him  by  the  sleeve,  or  put  him  in 
mind  of  what  he  wishes  to  forget.  I  shall  wish  him 
weel  and  happy  a'  the  same;  and  if  he  has  the  luck 
to  get  a  kirk  in  our  country,  I  sail  gangland  hear  him 
just  the  very  same,  to  show  that  I  near  nae  mahce." 
And  as  she  imagined  the  scene,  the  tear  stole  over 
her  eye. 

In  these  melancholy  reveries,  Jeanie  had  full  time 
to  indulge  herself;  for  her  travelling  companions, 
servants  in  a  distinguished  and  fashionable  family, 
had,  of  course,  many  topics  of  conversation,  in  which 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  she  could  have  either 

{)leasure  or  portion.  She  had,  therefore,  abundant 
eisure  for  reflection,  and  even  for  self- tormenting, 
•  during  the  several  days  which,  indulging  the  voung 
horses  the  Duke  was  sending  down  to  the  North 
with  siitficient  ease  and  short  stages,  they  occupied 
in  reselling  the  neighbourhood  of  Carlisle. 

In  approaching  the  vicinity  of  that  ancient  city, 
they  discerned  a  considerable  crowd  upon  an  emi- 
nence at  a  little  distance  from  the  high  road,  and 
learned  from  some  passengers  who  were  gathering 
towards  that  busy  scene  from  the  southward,  that 
the  cause  of  the  concourse  was,  the  laudable  public 
desire  "  to  see  a  domned  Scotch  witch  and  thief  get 
half  of  her  due  upo'  Haribee-broo'  yonder,  for  slie 
was  only  to  be  hanged ;  she  should  hae  been  boomed 
alorve,  an*  cheap  oiri.'' 

"  Dear  Mr.  Archibald,"  said  the  dome  of  the  dairy 
elect,  "  I  never  seed  a  woman  hanged  in  a'  mv  \iSe{ 
and  onlv  four  men.  aa  made  a  goodly  spectacle. 

Mr.  Archibald,  however,  was  a  Scotchman,  and 
promised  himself  no  exuberant  pleasure  in  seeing 
his  countrywoman  jndergo  "  the  terrible  behests  of 
law.  3tor6over,  he  was  a  man  of  sense  and  delicacy 
In  his  way,  and  th<*  late  circumstances  of  Jeanie*8 


family,  with  the  cause  of  her  expedition  to  London, 
were  not  unknown  to  him;  bo  that  he  answeru 
drily,  it  was  impossible  to  atop,  as  he  must  be  eai^ 
at  Carlisle  on  some  business  oi  the  Duke's,  and  bt 
accordingly  bid  the  postillions  get  on. 

The  road  at  that  time  passed  at  about  a  Quarter  of 
a  mile'a  distance  from  the  emineoce,  called  Harib^e 
or  Harabee-brpw,  which,  though  it  is  very  nioderato 
in  size  and  height,  is  nevertheless  seen  from  a  great 
distance  around,  owing  to  the  flatness  of  the  country 
through  which  the  Eden  flows.  Here  manv  an  out« 
law.  and  border-rider  of  both  kiogdoma,  haa  wavered 
in  the  wind  during  the  wars,  and  scarce  less  bostiU 
truces,  between  the  two  countries.  Upon  Harabeu, 
in  latter  days,  other  executions  had  taken  place  with 
as  little  ceremony  as  compassion  ;  for  these  fronticc 
provinces  remained  long  unsettled,  and  even  at  th« 
time  of  which  we  write,  were  ruder  than  those  in  ih« 
centre  of  England. 

The  postillions  drove  on,  wheeling,  as  the  Penrith 
road  \va  them,  round  the  verge  of  the  rising  ground. 
Vet  still  the  eyes  of  Mrs.  Dolly  Dutton.  which,  with 
the  head  aitd.  substantial  person  to  which  they  be- 
longed, were  all  turned  towards  the  scene  of  action, 
coiiTd  discern  plainly  the  outline  of  the  gallows  tiee, 
relieved  against  the  clear  sky,  the  dark  shade  formea 
by  the  persona  of  the  executioner  arid  the  criminal 
upon  the  light  rounds  of  the  tall  aerial  ladder,  until 
one  of  the  objects,  launched  into  the  air,  gave  unequi- 
vocal signs  of  mortal  agony,  though  appearing  in  the 
distance  not  larger  than  a  spider  dependant  at  the 
extremity  of  his  invisible  thread,  while  the  remaining 
form  descended  fVom  its  elevated  situation,  and  re- 
gained with  all  ?peed  an  undistinguished  place  among 
the  crowd.  This  termination  of  the  tragic  scene 
drew  forth  of  course  a  squall  from  Mrs.  Dutton,  and 
Jeanie,  with  instinctive  curiosity,  turned  her  head  in 
the  same  direction. 

The  sighrof  a  female  culprit  in  the  act  of  undergo 
ing  the  fatal  punishment  from  which  her  beloved 
sister  had  been  so  recently  rescued,  was  too  much,  noi 
perhaps  for  her  nerves,  but  for  her  mind  and  feelings 
She  turned  her  lieiul  to  the  other  side  of  the  carriage, 
with  a  sensation  of  sickness,  of  loathing,  and  of  faint 
ing.  Her  female  companion  overwhelmed  her  with 
questions,  with  proffers  of  as^stance,  with  requestf 
that  the  carriage  might  be  stopped— tnat  a  aoctoi 
might  be  fetched— that  drops  might  be  gotten— thai 
burnt  feathers  and  assafoetida,  fair  water,  and  harts- 
horn, might  be  procured,  all  at  once,  and  without  ont 
instant's  delay.  Archibald,  more  calm  and  conside- 
rate, only  desired  the  carriage  to  push  forward ;  and 
it  was  not  till  they  had  got  heyond  sight  of  the  fatal 
spectacle,  that,  seeing  the  deadly  paleness  of  Jeanic's 
countenance,  he  stopped  the  carriage,  and  jumping 
out  himself,  went  in  search  of  the  most  obvious  and 
most  easily  procured  of  Mrs.  Dutton's  pharmacopoeia 
— a'draught,  namely,  of  fair  water. 

While  Archibald  was  absent  on  this  good-natured 
piece  of  service,  damning  the  ditches  which  produced 
nothing  but  mud,  and  thinking  upon  the  thousand 
bubbling  springlets  of  bis  own  mountains,  the  at- 
tendants on  the  execution  began  to  pass  the  station- 
ary vehicle  in  their  way  back  to  Carlisle. 

From  their  half-heard  and  half-understood  words, 
Jeanie,  whose  attention  was  involuntarily  riveted  b« 
them,  as  that  of  children  is  by  ghost  stories,  thougo 
they  know  the  pain  with  which  they  will  afterwaras 
remember  them,  Jeanie,  I  say,  could  discern  that  the 
present  victim  of  the  law  had  died  game,  as  it  is 
termed  by  those  unfortunates ;  that  is,  sullen,  reck- 
less, and  impenitent,  neither  fearing  God  nor  regard- 
ing man.' 

A  sture  woife,  and  a  dour,"  said  one  Cumbrian 
peasant,  as  he  clattered  by^in  his  wooden  broguesi 
with  a  noise  like  the  trampling  of  a  dray-horse. 

"  She  has  gpne  to  ho  master,  with  ho*s  name  m 
her  mouth."  said  another;  "Shame  the  country 
should  be  harried  Wi'  Scotch  witches  and  Scoicn 
bitches  this  gate— but  I  say  hang  and  drown." 

^*  Aye,  aye,  Gaffer  Tramp,  tatie  awa  yealdon,  fake 
awa  low— hang  the  witch,  and  there  will  be  less  ^ 
scathe  amang  us;  mine  owsen  hae  been  luckaa 
this  towmont" 
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**  And  mine  bairns  hae  been  crining  too,  moo,"  re- 
plied his  neighbour. 

**  Silence  with  vour  fule  tongues,  ye  churls,"  said 
an  old  woman,  who  hobbled  past  them,  as  they  stood 
talking  near  the  carriage :  '^this  was  nae  witch,  but 
m.  bloodv  fingered  thief  and  murderess."         , 

**  Ay  1  was  it  e'en  sae,  Dame  Hinchup  ?"  said  one 

a  a  civil  tone,  and  stepping  out  of  his  place  to  let 
e  old  woman  pass  along  the  foot-path—"  Nay,  you 
know  best,  sure— but  at  ony  rate,  we  hae  but  tint  a 
Soot  of  her,  and  that's  a  thing  better  lost  than  found." 
The  old  woman  passed  on  without  making  any 
answer. 

**  Ay,  ay,  neighbour/'  said  Gaffer  Tramp,  "  seest 
chon  now  one  witch  will  speak  for  t'other—Scots  or 
Snglisb,  th«  same  to  them." 

an  companion  shook  his  head,  and  replied  in  the 
same  subdued  tone,  "  Ay,  ay,  when  a  SarV-foot  wife 
f^ts  on  her  broomstick,  the  dames  of  Allooby  are 
ready  to  mount,  just  as  sure  as  the  by- word  gangs  o' 
the  hills, 

If  9ciddaw  hath  a  cap. 
Crlffol  WQtB  fUl  weel  of  that" 

•'  But,"  continued  Gaffer  Tramp,  "  thinkest  thou 
tho  daughter  o'  yon  hangit  body  isna  as  rank  a  witch 

4S  uO  f 

**  I  kenna  clearly,"  returned  the  fellow.  "  but  the 
Ibtk  are  speaking  o'  swimming  her  i'  the  Eden." 
And  they  passed  on  their  several  roads,  after  wishing 
each  other  good  morning. 

Just  as  the  clowns  left  the  place,  and  as  Mr.  Archi- 
balil  returned  with  some  fair  water,  a  crowd  of  boys 
and  girK  and  some  of  the  lower  rabble  of  more  mature 
age,  came  up  from  the  place  of  execution,  grouping 
themselres  with  many  a  yell  of  delight  around  a  tall 
female  fantastically  dressed,  who  was  dancing,  leap- 
ing, and  bounding  in  the  midst  of  them.  A  horrible 
recollection  pressed  on  Jeanie  as  she  looked  on  this 
unfortunate  creature ;  and  the  reminiscence  was  mu- 
tual, for  by  a  sudden  exertion  of  great  strength  and 
mgility,  Madge  Wildfire  broke  out  of  the  noisy  circle 
of  tormenters  who  surrounded  her^  and  clinging  fast 
to  the  door  of  the  calash,  uttered,  m  a  sound  betwixt 
lao^terand  screaming,  *  Eh,  d'ye  ken,  Jeanie  Deans, 
they  hae  hangit  our  mother  1"^  Then  suddenly  chang- 
ing her  tone  to  that  of  the  most  piteous  entreaty,  she 
added,  "  O  gar  them  let  me  gang  to  cut  her  down  I— 
let  me  but  cut  her  down !— she  is  my  mother,  if  she 
was  waur  than  the  deil,,  and  she'U  be  nae  mair  ken- 
■peekle  than  half-hangit  Maggie  Dickson,  that  cried 
•am  mony  a  day  after  she  had  been  hangit ;  her 
voice  was  roupit  and  hoarse,  and  her  neck  was  a  wee 
•jtee,  or  ye  wad  hae  kend  nae  odds  on  her  frae  ony 
other  saut-wife." 

Mr.  Archibald,  embarrassed  by  the  mad  woman's 
clinging  to  the  carriage,  and  detaining  aroimd  them 
her  noisy  and  mischievous  attendants,  was  all  this 
while  lookingSut  for  a  constable  or  beadle,  to  whom 
he  might  commit  the  imfortunate  creature.  But  see- 
ng  no  such  person  of  authority,  he  endeavoured  to 
loosen  her  hold  froni  the  camaffe^  that  they  might 
escape  fi'om  her  bv  driving  on.  This,  however,  could 
hardly  be  achieved  without  some  degree  of  violence; 
Madge  held  fast,  and  renewed  her  frantic  entreaties 
to  be  permitted  to  cut  down  her  mother.  "  It  was 
but  a  tenpenny  tow  lost."  she  said,  "and  what  was 
that  to  a  Woman's  life  7"  There  oeme  up,  however, 
a^  parcel,  of  savage-looking  fellows,  butchers  and  gra- 
siers  chiefly,  among  whose  cattle  there  had  been  of 
late  a  very  general  and  fatal  distemper,  which  their 
wisdom  imputed  to  witchcraft.  They  laid  violent 
hands  on  Madge,  and  tore  her  fVom  the  carriage,  ex- 
claiming—"  what,  doest  stop  folk  o'  king's  high- 
m'ay  7  Hast,  no  done  mischief  enow  already,  wi'  thy 
murders  and  thy  witcherings?" 

"  Oh  Jeanie  Dean»— Jeanie  Deans !"  exclaimed  the 
poor  maniac,  "save  my  mother,  and  I  will  take  ye  to 
the  Interpreter's  house  again,— and  I  will  teach  ye  a' 
my  bonny  sangs,— and  rwill  tell  ye  what  cameo' 

the "    The  rest  of  her  entreaties  were  drowned  in 

the  shouts  of  the  rabble. 

"  Save  her,  for  CKkPs  sake !— save  her  from  those 
people  !",exclaimed  Jeanie  to  Archibald. 

"  She  is  mad,  bat  mite  innocent ;  she  it  mad,  gen- 
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tlemen,"  said  Archibald;  "do  not  use  her  iH,  tako 
her  before  the  Mayor." 

"Ay,  ay,  we'se  hae  care  enow  on  her,"  answered 
one  of  the  fellows ;  "  gang  thou  thy  gate,  man,  and 
mind  thine  own  matters." 

"  He's  a  Scot  by  his  tongue,"  said  another;  "  and 
an  he  will  come  cut.o*  hfs  whirligig  there,  isegie 
him  his-tartan  plaid  fu'  o'  broken  banes." 

It  was  clear  nothing  could  be  done  to  rescue  Madge: 
and  Archibald,  who  was  a  man  of  humanity,  could 
only  bid  the  postillions  hurry  on  to  Cariisle,  that  he 
might  obtain  some  assistance  to  the  unfortunato 
woman.  As  they  drove  offi  they  heard  the  hoarse 
roar  with  which  the  mob  preface  acts  of  riot  or  cru- 
elty, vet  even  above  that  deep  and  dire  note,  they 
could  discern  the  screams  of  the  unfortunate  victim. 
They  were  soon  out  of  hearing  of  the  cries,  but  had 
no  sooner  entered  the  streets  of  Carlisle,. than  Archi- 
bald, at  Jeanie's  earnest  and  urgent  entreaty,  went 
to  a  magistrate,  to  state  the  cruelty  which  was  likely 
to  be  exeVcised  on  this  unhappy  creature. 

In  about  an  hour  and  a  half  he  returned,  and  re- 
ported to  Jeanie,  that  the  magistrate  had  very  readily 
gone  in  person,  with  some  assistants,  to  the  rescue 
of  the  unfortunate  woman,  and  .that  he  had  himself 
accompanied  mm ;  that  when  they  came  to  the  mud- 
dy pool  in  which  the  mob  were  ducking  her,  accord- 
ing to  their  favourite  mode  of  punishment,  the  ma- 
gistrate succeeded  in  rescuing  ner  from  their  hands, 
out  in  a  state  of  insensibility^  owing  to  the  cruel 
treatment  which  she  had  received.  He  added,  that 
he  had  seen  her  carried  to  the  work-house,  and  un- 
derstood that  she  had  been  brought  to  herself,  and 
was  expected  to  do  well. 

This  last  averment  was  a  slight  alteration  in  point 
of  fact,  for  Madge  Wildfire  was  not  expected  to  sur- 
vive the  treatment  she  had  received ;  but  Jeanie  seem- 
ed so  much  agitated,  that  Mr.  Archibald  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  tell  her  the  worst  at  once.  Indeed,  she 
appeared  so  fluttered  and  disordered  by  this  alarming 
accident,  that,  although  it  had  been  their  intention 
to  proceed  to  Longtown  that  evening,  her  compa- 
nions judged  it  most  advisable  to  pass  the  night  at 
Carlisle. 

This  was  particularly  agreeable  to  Jeanie,  who 
resolved,  if  possible,  to  procure  am  interview  with 
Madge  Wildfire.  Connecting  some  of  her  wild  flights 
with  the  narrative  of  George  Staunton,  she  was  un- 
willing to  omit  the  opportunity  of  extracting  firom 
her.  if  possible,  some  information  concerning  the  fate 
of  that  unfortunate  infant  which  had  cost  her  sister 
so  dear.  Her  acquaintance  with  the  disordered  stats 
of  poor  Madge's  mind  did  not  permit  her  to  cherish 
much  hope  that  she  could  acquire  frorr  her  any  useful 
intelligence;  but  then,  since  Madge's  mother  had 
suffered  her  deserts,  and  was  silent  foi  ever,  it  was 
her  only  chance  of  obtaining  any  kind  of  mformation, 
and  she  was  loath  to  lose  the  opportunity. 

She  colourrd  her  wish  to  Mr.  Archibald  by  saying; 
that  she  had  seen  Madge  formerly,  and  wishwl  to 
know,  as  a  matter  of  humanity,  how  she  was  attended 
to  under  her  present  misfortunes.  That  complaisant 
person  immediately  went  to  the  workhouse,  or  hospi- 
tal, in  which  he  had  seen  the  sufferer  lodged,  and 
brought  back  for  reply,  that  the  medical  attendants 
positively  forbade  her  seeing  any  one.  When  the 
application  for  admittance  was  repeated  next  day, 
Mr.  Archibald  was  informed  that  she  had  been  very 
quiet  and  composed,  insomuch  that  the  clerffymaD» 
who  acted  as  chaplain  to  the  establishment,  thought 
it  expedient  to  read  prayers  beside  her  bed^  but  that 
her  wandering  fit  ofinind  had  returned  soon  after  his 
departure;  however,  her  countrywoman  might  see 
her  if  she  chose  it  She  was  not  expected  to  llvd 
above  an  hour  or  two. 

Jeanie  had  no  sooner  received  this  mform&iioiih 
than  she  hastened  to  the  hospital  her  companions 
attending  her.  They  found  the  dying  person  in  a 
large  ward,  where  theve  were  ten  beds,  of  which  tht 
patient's  was  the  only  one  occupied. 

Madge  was  singing  when  they  entered— singing 
her  own  wild  snatches  of  songs  and  obsolete  ji\T% 
with  a  voice  no  longer  overstrained  by  false  st)irit^ 
but  softened,  saddened  and  tubd^ied  by  bodily  «■  • 
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houstion.  She  was  still  insane,  but  was  no  longer 
oble  to  express  her  wandering  ideas  in  the  wild  notes 
of  her  former  state  of  exalted  imagination.  There 
was  death  in  the  plaintive  tones  of  ner  voice,  which 
yet,  in  this  moderated  and  melancholy  mood,  had 
sometliing  of  the  lulling  sound  with  which  a  mother 
sings  her  mfant  asleep.  As  Jeanie  entered,  she  heard 
first  the  air.  and  then  a  part  oS  th%  chorus  and  words, 
of  what  had  boen,  perhaps,  the  song  of  a  JoUy  harvest- 
home: 

••  Our  work  it  over—over  now, 

7^10  foodman  wip««  liia  weary  brow, 

Tlie  last  lunir  wain  wendi  slow  awajr, 

And  we  oru  free  to  iport  and  plaf . 

"  TliR  nitfht  cnrncR  on  when  ttta  the  lun, 

And  labour  endn  whrn  day  in  duno. 

When  Autumn'i  frone  and  Wintcr'«  conM, 

We  hulu  our  jovial  hanreat-homfl." 

Jeanie  advanced  to  the  bed-side  when  the  strain 
WHS  finished,  and  addressed  Madge  by  her  namp. 
But  it  produced  no  symptoms  of  recollection.  On 
the  contrary,  the  patient  like  one  provoked  by  inter- 
niption,  changed  ner  posture,  and  call^  out,  with  an 
impatient  tone,  "  Nurse— nurae,  turn  my  face  to  the 
wa\  that  I  may  never  answer  to  that  name  onymair, 
and  never  see  mair  of  a  wicked  world." 

The  attendant  on  the  hospital  arranged  her  in  her 
bed  as  she  desired,  with  her  face  to  the  wall,  and 
her  back  to  the  light.  So  soon  as  she  was  quiet  in 
this  new  position,  she  began  again  to  sing  in  the 
same  low  and  modulated  sirams,  as  if  she  was  re- 
covering the  state  of  abstraction  which  the  interrup- 
tion of  her  visitants  had  disturbed.  The  strain, 
howjBver,  was  diflerent,  and  rather  resembled  the 
music  of  the  Methodist  hymns,  though  the  measure 
of  the  song  was  similar  to  that  of  the  former :—  ^ 

"  When  the  T^irht  of  grace  ia  fouyht,— 
When  cJio  marriage  vent  ii  wroufht.r- 
>Vli«n  Fnitli  hnih  chased  cold  Doubt  away, 
And  Hope  but  eicUens  at  delay,^ 
When  Charity,  impntoncd  here, 
LonjTii  Tor  a  ni>>re  expanded  aphere, 
Doff  ihy  rubsK  of  sin  ond  clay  ; 
Cltrictiuti,  rise,  ond  come  away." 

The  strain  ;ivas  solemn  and  affecting,  sustained  ai 
It  was  by  the  pathetic  warble  o^  a  voice  which  had 
naturally  been  a  fine  one,  and  which  weakness,  if  it 
diminished  its  power,  had  improved  in  softness. 
Archibald,  though  a  follower  of  the  court,  and  a  poco- 
curante by Jprofession,  was  confused,  if  not  affected; 
the  dab-ymaid  blubbered ;  and  Jeanie  felt  the  tears 
rise  spontaneously  to  her  eyes.  Even  the  nurse, 
ac(!U8tomcd  to  all  modes  in  which  the  spiritcan  pass, 
aeemed  considerably  moved. 

The  patient  was  evidently  growing  weaker,  as  was 
intimated  by  an  apparent  aiflliculty  of  breathing, 
which  seized  her  from  time  to  time,  and  by  the 
utterance  of  low  listless  moans,  intimating  that  na- 
ture was  succumbing  in  the  last  conflict.  But  the 
spirit  of  melody,  which  must  originally  have  so 
strongly  possessed  this  unfortunate  young  woman, 
seemed  ai  every  interval  of  ease,  to  triumph  over  her 
pain  and  weakness.  And  it  was  remarkable,  that 
there  could  always  be  traced  in  her  songs  something 
appropriate,  though  perhaps  only  obliquely  or  colla- 
terally so,  to  her  present  situation.  Her  next  seemed 
to  be  the  fragment  of  some  old  ballad  : 

"Cautd  i»  my  bed.  Lord  Archibaltl, 

A  nd  «id  my  alwp  of  sorrow  ; 
Bi\f  Uiiiic  Hlmil  be  as  sad  niid  cnuld. 

My  fauii;  truc-iovo  I  tomorrow. 

'*  And  weep  ye  not,  my  raaidennfrea, 
Tlmuuli  dcnih  yiHir  niiHtrcfiivborrow; 

VtiT  lie  for  whon  I  dio  todiy, 
Shall  die  for  me  tomorrow." 

Again  she  changed  the  tune  to  one  wilder,  less 
monotonuds,  ^nd  less  regular.  But  of  the  words 
Only  a  fragment  or  two  could  be  collected  by  tliose 
S%ho  listened  to  the  singular  scene . 

'  •'  Proud  Moitie  h  In  tho  wood, 
Wnlkirir  Ko  early  ; 
8w«>ot  llohin  viN  on  tbe  buah 
Sniffins  so  rarely. 

•♦  •  Tell  me.  rliou  bonny  bir^ 
Wbea  alMii'l  auury  nel'— 
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*  When  fix  braw  ffrntlemea 
Kflrkward  ih«n  earry  y.'  . 

»  •  •  ' 

**  'Who  makea  tho  bridal  bod. 

Birdie,  aay  trolyT— 
'  The  fray  hcadtid  aeaton, 
That  delves  tho  «.ave  dulj.* 
•  «  «  » 

"  The  alow- worm  o'er  arave  and  atOM 

Bhalflirht  thpr  steady ; 
The  owl  f^om  the  steeple  sing, 

*  Wcloome,  praiul  lady.  " 

Her  voice  died  away  with  the  last  notes,  and  she 
fell  into  a  slumber,  from  which  the  experienced  at- 
tendant assured  them,  that  she  never  would  awake  at 
all,  or  only  in  the  death  agony. 

The  nurse's  prophecy  proved  true.  The  poor  ma- 
niac parted  witli  existence,  without  again  uttering  a 
sound  of  any  kind.  But  our  travellers  did  not  witness 
this  catastrophe.  They  left  the  hospital  as  soon  as 
Jeanie  had  satisfied  herself  that  no  elucidation  of  her 
sister's  misfortune's  was  to  be  hoped  from  the<iying 
person.* 

*  In  taking  leave  of  the  poor  muijac,  the  author  may  hers 
observe,  that  the  Arst  conception  of  uic  character,  thougli  aAer* 
wards  froatly  altered,  wan  taken  from  tliat  of  a  person  ealh'nc 
liertself,  and  called  by  others,  Fecklesa  Fannie,  (weak  or  fteb««s 
Fannie,)  who  alwios  travt!llcd  with  a  irmall  flock  of  ^heep.  The 
fallowing  account,  fumiblird  by  the  perseverina  kinUm>aa  of 
Mr.  Train,  contains  probably  all  that  can  now  be  Kr>own  of  her 
history,  tliough  many,  among  whom  is  the  author,  may  ramem- 
ber  having  huaru  of  FeckleM  Fannie,  in  the  day«>of  thoir  youth. 

"  My  leisure  hours,"  says  Mr.  Tram,  "  fur  some  time  paat  lia\e 
been  mostly  spent  in  searching  for  particulars  relating  to  the 
mnninc  called  Feckless  Fannie,  who  travelled  over  all  Bcofland 
and  England,  between  tlie  years  17g7  aud  1776,  and  whos«  his- 
tory is  altogeUier  so  like  a  romanc«i,  Uiat  I  have  been  at  all  pu»- 
siblo  pains  to  collect  every  particidar  Uiat  can  be  round  relative 
to  her  in  Galloway,  or  in  Aymhire. 

"  When  Fecklens  Fannie  oppeared  .in  Ayrahire,  for  the  flffst 
time,  in  the  summer  of  1769,  she  attracted  mucli  notice,  from 
iMjing  ottended  by  twelve  or  tliiriecn  slieep,  who  ivenicd  all 
endued  with  faculties  so  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  race  of 
animal*  of  the  same  specie!),  as  to  excite  univ^raal  astutttsliment. 
tiUe  had  for  each  a  different  name,  to  which  it  aaawered  whea 
called  by  its  mUtrcsa,  and  would  likewise  obey  in  the  most  sur- 
pff-'r  r  i-niner  any  command  she  thought  projier  to  rive.  When 
tn  she  alwayn  walked  in  front  of  her  flock,  and  thejr 

full'  I  <er  dosoly  behind.  When  she  loy  down  at  nieht  in 
tlv  ! '  <  '^  for  she  would  never  enter  into  a  houae,  they  always 
dit^h  J'  I  A  ho  should  lie  next  to  tier,  by  which  means  abu  was 
ke  I  ■■•  .'■>>,  while  she  lay  in  Uie  midst  of  them  :  when  she  al- 
tcii.i.i  ;  '  .  rise  from  the  grour^d,  an  old  ram,  who«e  name  wa« 
CK  :  .'  i  jvays  claimed  tho  sole  rifrht  of  aaaisting  her :  pushing 
an',  i'  ','  -i ood  in  his  way amde,  until  be  arrived  right  before  hia 
mi  "  le  tlicn  bowed  his  head  nearly  to  the  gromul  Uiat  site 

mi  .  ,  her  hnnda  on  bis  lioms,  which  wore  vcrj  larre  ;  h* 
U)  '  her  ^eiiUy  from  the  rround  by  raiding  hi.«  h<4d.    If 

she  chanced  to  leave  her  flock  feeding,  as  toon  as  ilioy  disco- 
vered she  was  gone,  Uicy  all  beatui  to  bleat  most  piieoucly,  and 
would  continue  to  do  so  fill  slie  returned  ;  they  would  then  tes- 
tify their  ioy  by  rubbing  their  sides  against  her  pciticuat,  and 
frinking  about 

••  Feckle«  Fannie  was  not,  like  mo#t  other  demented  creac 
tures,  fond  of  flue  dress ;  on  her  head  she  wore  an  old  slouched 
hat,  over  tier  shoulders  on  old  plaid,  and  carried  always  m  liei 
hand  a  shepherd's  crook  ;  with  any  of  these  article*,  she  inva- 
riably declared  she  would  not  part  for  any  consideration  what* 
ever.  Wlien  she  was  interrocated  why  she  set  A  much  value  oa 
tliinirs  seemingly  so  insignificant,  she  would  sometimes  relate  ths 
hidtory  of  her  inlafbrtune,  whicii  wa9  briefly  ns  follows : 

"  •  I  *am  tho  only  daughter  of  a  weoJUiy  squire  in  tho  north  ff 
England,  but  1  loved  my  father's  aliephord,  and  tlml  baa  tw^ii 
my  rum  ;  for  my  father,  fearing  his  family  would  be  diitgraood 
by  ouch  an  alliance,  in  a  passion  mortally  wounded  oi^  lover 
with  a  shot  from  a  pistol.  1  arrived  just  in  time  to  n»crne  the 
Inst  ble«Minf  of  the  dyinp  man.  and  to  close  hi.s  eyes  in  dnelh. 
He  bequeathed  me  hia  litUo  all,  but  1  only  accepted  these  ah»M> 
to  be  my  Kole  comiKtnionii  Uirough  life,  and  thiii  hat.  Uiis  plaid 
and  this  crook,  all  of  which  I  will  carry  until  1  descend  into  the 
grave." 

"Tliis  is  the>>ubstanoe  of  n  ballad,  eighty-four  linea  Of  which 
I  copied  down  lately  from  the  tecitalion  of  en  old  wumao  ih 
this  place,  who  says  she  has  Keen  it  in  print,  w  ith  a  ploto  on  the 
citlc-pnje.  repreitenting  Fannie  with  her  sheep  behind  her.  At 
thii»  ballod  is  said  to  have  boon  written  by  Lowe,  the  author  of 
Mary's  Dream,  1  am  surpria^  that  it  haa  not  been  noticed  by 
Cromok,  in  his  Remains  of  NiUiMiaiu  and  Galloway  Song ;  bv< 
lie  porhapfi  thought  it  unworUiy  of  a  place  in  hiti  coUecUon.  aa 
there  is  vptj-  little  merit  in  the  comiWHition  ;  which  want  of 
room  prevents  mo  from  tmnscribing  at  present  But  if  I  thought 
you  had  nover  aoen  it,  I  would  take  an  ^ariy  opportunity  of 
doing  so. 

"  After  having  made  the  tour  of  Galloway  in  t7S9,  at  Fannis 
was  wandering  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Mofl^at^  on  her  way  te 
Edinburch,  where.  I  am  infbrmnd.  alio  was  likewise  well  known, 
idd  Charlie,  her  favourite  ram,  chanced  to  break  into  a  kale- 
yard, which  tlie  proprietor  observina,  let  looae  a  n.a«tiflr  thai 
hunted  tho  luior  shoep  to  death.  Tliis  was  a  sad  misrortnae ; 
it  seemed  to  renew  all  the  panga  which  she  formerly  felt  on  tlta 
death  of  her  lover.  She  would  not  part  from  Uio  side  of  her  eli 
ttmoA  for  aevwrnl  dajra,  and  ii  woa  with  much  dimciUty  she  eos> 

\ 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 

Tfitt  thoa  to  on  witii  ntof 
Tho  raooa  it  bright,  tiie  pM  if  calm, 

▲od  I  know  wall  taeoooan  potba .... 
Thott  wilt  go  on  with  me  I— ma^oM. 

Ths  fiiigue  and  agiutioB  of  tbase  yanQUs  scenes 
kad  agitated  Jeanie  so  much,  notwithstanding  her 
lobnst  strangtfa  p{  constitution,  that  Archibald  judged 
it  necessanr  that^he  should  have  a  day's  R|>OBe  at  the 
Yt^uige  of  Longtown.  It  was  in  vain  that  Jeanie  her- 
self protested  against  any  delay.  The  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyU  s  man  of  confidence  was  of  course  consequential ; 
fnd  as  he  had  been  bred  to  the  medical  profession  in 
his  vouth,  (at  least  he  used  this  expression  to  describe 
hjB  having,  thirty  years  before,  oounded  for  six  months 
in  the  mortar  of  old  Mungo  Mangleman,  thestu'geon 
at  Greenock.)  he  was,  obstinate  whenever  a  matter 
of  health  was  in  question. 

.In  this  case  he  discovered  febrile  symptoms,  aqd 
having  once  made  a  happy  application  of  that  learned 
'phrase  to  Jeanie's  case,  all  further  resistance  became 
in  vain;  and  she  was  glsd  to  aoquiesce«  aAd  even  to 
go  to  bed,  and  drink  wajifa^gruel,  in  order  that  she 
might  possess  her  soul  m  quiet,  and  without  inter- 
ruDtion. 

Mr.  Archibald  was  equally  attentive  in  another  par- 
ticular. He  observed  that  the  execution  of  the  old 
womao,  and  the  miserable  fate  of  her  daughter, 
seemed  to  .have  had  a  more  powerful  effect  upon 
Jeanie's  mind,  than  the  usual  feelings  of  humanity 
might  natut^Uy  have  been  expected  to  occasion.  Yet 
■he  was  obviously  a  strong-minded,  sensible  young 
woman,  and  in  no  respect  subject  to  nervous  aflec- 
tioDs;  and  therefore  Archibald,  oeing  ignorant  of  any 
OTiecial  connexion  between  his  master^  protegfo  and 
tnese  unfortunate  nfersons,  excepting  that  she  had 
•sen  Madge  formeny  in  Scotland,  naturally  imputed 
the  strong  impression  these  events  had  made  upon 
iMr,  to  her  associating  them  with  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances in  which  her  sister  had  so  lately  stood. 
He  became  anxious,  therefore,  to  prevent  any  thing 
occurring  which  might  recall  these  associations  to 
Jeanie's  mind. 

Archibald  had  speedily  an  opportunity  of  exercis- 
ing this  precaution.  A  pedler  brought  to  Long-town 
that  evening  amongst  other  wares,  a  large  oroad* 
aide  sheet,  ^ving  an  account  of  the  "  Last  Speech 
and  Execution  of  Margaret  Murdocksoiu  and  of  the 
barbarous  Murder  of  her  Daushter,  Magdalene  or 
Hadge  Murdockson,  called,  Madge  Wildfire ;  and  of 
her  pious  Conversation  with  his  Reverence  Arch- 
deacon Fleming ;"  which  authentic  publication  had 
apparently  taken  place  on  the  day  they  left  Carlisle, 
and  being  an  article  of  a  nature  peculiarly  acceptable 
to  such  country-folk  as  were  withm  hearing  of  the 
transaction,  the  itinerant  bibliopolist  had  forthwith 
added  them  to  his  stock  in  trade.  He  fonnd  a 
merchant  sooner  than  he  expected;  for  Archibald, 
much  applauding  his  own  prudence,  purchased  the 

•ented  to  allow  him  to  be  buried  ;  but,  sti!1  wiahinf  to  pay  • 
tribute  to  his  memory,  she  covered  hit  yrave  with  mou,  and 
fenced  it  round  with  oaiers.  and  annnaily  returned  to  the  sanie 
•pot,  and  puUod  tho  weed*  from  Uie  crave  and  repaired  the  fence. 
This  is  altoffother  like  a  roniiince :  But  1  believe  it  ii  really  true 
tAat  the  dioM.  Tlie  crave  of  Charlie  \a  itill  held  sacred  Q\-en 
by  the  ■cliooiboyi  of  the  present  day  in  that  quarter.  It  it  now. 
perhftps,  Uie  only  instance  of  tho  law  of  Kenneth  being  attended 
to,  which  says. '  The  grave  where  anie  that  hi  slaine  lietU  bu- 
ried, leftve  untitled  for  seven  year*.  Repute  every  grave  hotie 
•o  as  Uiou  be  well  advised,  that  in  no  wise  wiUi  thy  feet  thou 
Inad  upon  it' 

"  Through  the  stnrnu  of  winter,  as  well  as  in  the  milder  sea- 
•on  of  the  year,  atie  continued  her  wandering  course,  nor  could 
ehe  be  prevented  from  doing  so,  eiUier  by  entreaty  or  promiite  of 
fewttrd.  Tlie  late  Dr.  Puliarton  of  Roeemount,  in  the  neighbour^ 
iMod  of  Ayr.  being  well  acquainted  with  her  fluher  when  in 
Gngiand,  endeavoured,  ina  scvoto  season,  by  every  means  in  his 
Mwer.  to  detain  Iter  at  Rosemount  for  a  few  days  until  tlie  w(>a- 
Iher  should  become  more  mild ;  but  when  she  found  herself 
rested  a  little,  and  saw  her  sheep  fed.  she  raised  her  ftrook,  which 
frwk  the  sinal  site  always  gave  for  the  alteep  to  follow  her,  and 
off  they  all  roarohed  together. 

*'  But  the  hour  of  poor  Fannie's  dissolution  was  now  at  hand, 
and  stw  seemed  anxions  to  arrive  at  the  spot  where  she  wras  to 
leaninate  her  mortal  c«reer.  8he  prooeedfd  to  Olasgow,  and. 
while  vaasing  through  that  city,  a  crowd  of  idle  bovs,  attraeted 
hy  her  singular  appearance,  togeUier  with  the  novo,  ly  of  seeing 
an  many  sheep  (rt>eyinir  her  command,  began  to  torment  her 
with  their  pcanka,  till  she  became  so  irritated  that  she  pelted 
%isi  ^iia  ohdu  aad  atooeib  wbioa  tliay  itnmNd  i&  aaoh  a  nsB' 


whole  lot  for  two  shillings  and  mnepenoe ;  and  tha 
pedler,  delighted  with  the  profit  of  such  a  wholesaU 
transaction,  instantly  returned  to  Carlisle  to  supply 
himself  with  more. 

The  considerate  Mr.  Archibald  was  about  to  com- 
mit his  whole  purchase  to  the  flames,  but  it  was  res- 
cued by  the  yet  more  considerate  dairy-damsel,  who 
said,  very  prudently,  it  was  a  pity  to  waste  so  much 
paper,  which  might  crepe  hair,  pin  up  boimets,  and 
serve  nyiny  other  usefol  purposes ;  and  who  pronus- 
ed  to  put  the  pared  into  her  own  trunk,  and  keep 
it  carefully  out  of  the  sight  of  Mrs.  Jeanie  Deans : 
"  Though,  by  the  bye,  she  had  no  great  notioft  of  folk 
being  so  very  nice.  Mrs.  Deans  'might  have  had 
enough  to  think  about  the  gallows  all  this  time  to 
endure  a  sight  of  it,  without  all  this  to  do  about  it" 

Archibald  reminded  the  dame  of  the  dairy  of  ths 
Duke's  very  particular  charge,  that  thef  should  be 
attentive  aiid  civil  to  Jeanie;  as  also  that  they  were 
to  part  companv  sooiTi  and  consequently  would  not 
be  doomed  to  observing  any  one's  health  or  temper 
during  the  rest  >f  the  journey.  With  which  answer 
Mrs.  Dolly  Dutton  wasobliged  to  hold  herself  satisfied. 

On  the  morning  they  resumed  theh  journey,  and 
prosecuted  it  suc^ssfuily,  travelling  through  Uum- 
fries-shire,  and  part  of  Lanarkshire,  untilthcy  ar- 
rived at  the  small  town  of  Ruiherglen,  withm  shout 
four  miles  of  Glasgow.  Here  an  exoress  brought 
letters  to  Archibald  from  the  principal  agent  of  tha 
Duke  of  Argyle  in  Edinburgh. 

He  said  nothing  of  their  contents  that  evening, 
but  when  they  were  seated  in  the  carriage  the  ne;(t 
day,  the  faithful  squire  informed  Jeanie,  that  he  had 
received  directions  from  the  Duke's  factor,  to  whom 
his  Grace  had  recommended  him  to  carry  her,  if  sha 
had  no  objection, for  a  stageor  two  beyond  Glasgow* 
Some  temporary  causes  ofdiscontent  had  occasioned 
tumults  in  that  city  and  the  neighbourhood,  which 
would  render  it  unadvrsable  for  Mrs.  Jeanie  Deans  to 
travel  alone  and  unprotected  betwixt  that  city  and 
Edinburgh ;  whereas,  oy  going  forward  a  little  furtheri 
they  womd  meet  one  of  his  Grace's  subfar.tors.  who 
was  cominf^  down  f>om  the  Highlands  to  Edinburgh 
with  bis  wife,  and  under  whose  charge  she  might 
journejr  with  comfort  and  in  safety. 

Jeanie  remonstrated  against  this  arrangement.— 
"She  had  been  lang,"  she  said,  **frae  hame— her 
father  and  her  sister  behoved  to  be  very  anxious  to 
see  her— there  were  other  friends  she  had  that  werena 
weel  in  health.  She  was  willing  to  pay  for  man  and 
horse  at  Glasgow,  and  surely  naebody  wad  meddle 
wi'  sae  harml^s  and  feckless  a  c:^atufe  as  she  was. 
She  was  muckle  obhged  by  the  offer*  but  never 
hunted  deer  laiiged  for  its  resting-place  is  I  do  to . 
find  myself  at  St.  Leonard's." 

liie  jsroom  of  the  chambers  exchanged  «  ook 
with  his  female  companion,  which  seemed  so  full 
of  meaning,  that  Jeanie  screamed  aloud—"  Q  Mr. 
Archibald— Mrs.  Dutton,  if  ye  ken  of  ony  thing  that 

ner.  that  she  was  actually  stoned  to  death  between  Glasgow  and 
Andorston. 

**  To  the  real  history  of  this  shigular individual,  eredaiity  haa 
attached  several  superstitious  appendages.  It  is  sa^d,  Uiat  \jMt 
farmer  who  was  the  cause  of  Charlie's  death,  shortly  aftecwardi 
drowned  himnelf  in  a  peat-hag ;  and  that  the  hand,  with  which 
a  butcher  in  Kilmarnock  struck  one  of  the  other  sheep,  became 
powerless,  an  J  withered  to  tlie  very  bone.  In  the  summer  of 
17S9,  when  she  vroa  pasaing  by  New  Cumnock,  a  foung  man, 
whose  name  \Vas  William  Forsyth,  son  of  a  farmer  m  the  some 
perish,  plagued  her  so  much  that  slie  wished  lie  mi^ht  never 
see  the  mom ;  upon  which  he  went  home  and  hanged  himself  in 
his  ikther's  bara  And  I  doubt  not  many  such  stone*  may  yet  b« 
remembered  In  other  parts  where  she  had  been." 

So  far  Mr.  Train.  The  author  enn  only  add  t<t  this  narrative 
thut  Pockloas  Fannie  and  her  little  flock  were  well  known  it. 
the  pastoral  districts. 

In  attempting  to  introduce  such  a  character  into  fiction,  th« 
author  fbit  the  nsk  of  encountering  a  comparison  with  the  Maria 
of  Sterne ;  and,  bcsidM,  the  mechanism  of  the  story  would  have 
been  asmucli  retarded  byFeekleas  Fannie'i  flock,  aa  the  night- 
march  of  Don  Quixote  was  delayed  by  Sanobo'a  tale  oTtha 
sheep  tljot  were  ferried  over  Uie  river. 

The  author  has  only  to  add,  that  notwithslaBding  the  pre* 
eiseness  of  his  niend  Mr.  Train's  statement,  tiiere  ma^  beeome 
hopes  that  the  outrage  on  FecklOM  Fannie  and  her  Uttle  flo<  k 
was  nor  earned  to  extienity.  There  is  oo  nkention  of  any  thai 
on  account  of  it,  which,  had  it  occurred  in  the  manner  atated, 
would  have  certainly  uken  place ;  and  the  author  has  under* 
stood  that  it  was  oo  the  Border  she  was  last  eeen,  aboat  Uia 
skirU  of  tiM  Cbaviot  hUb.  but  without  har  >ittla  flor^ 
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has  happened  at  St.  I^conanl's,  for  God*8  nakc  -for 
pity's  sake,  tell  me,  and  dinna  keep  me  in  suspense !" 
I  rcallv  know  nothing,  3IrB.  Deans,"  said  the 
ffroom  of  the  chamber. 

*'  And  I— I— I  am  sure,  I  knows  as  little,"  said  the 
dameofthedairyr,  while  some  communication  seemed 
to  tremble  on  her  lips,  which,  at  the  glance  of  Archi- 
bald's eye,  she  appeared  to  swallow  down,  and  com- 
pressed her  lips  thereafter  into  a  state  ef  extreme 
and  vigilant  timinrsf*.  as  if  she  had  been  afraid  of 
its  holnng  outheforcsne  was  aware. 

Jeanie  saw  that  there  was  to  be  something  con- 
cealed from  her,  and  it  was  onlv  the  repeated  as- 
surances of  Archibald  that  her  lather— her  sister- 
all  her  friends  were,  as  far  as  he  knew,  well  and 
happy,  that  at  all  pacified  her  alarm.  From  such 
respectable  people  as  those  with  whom  she  travelled 
she  could  apprehend  no  harm,  and  yet  her  distress 
was  so  obvious,  that  Archibald,  as  a  last  resource, 
pullcJ  out,  and  put  into  her  hand  a  slip  of  paper,  on 
Vrhich  these  words  were  written  : — 

"Jeanie  Deans— Vou  will  do  me  a  favour  by 
f^oing  with  Archibald  and  my  female  domestic  a  day's 
journey  1)oyond  Glasgow,  and  askin;:;  them  no  ques- 
tions, which  will  greatly  oblige  your  friend, 

"  AnoYLE  &  Gheenwich." 

Although  this  laconic  epistle,  from  a  nobleman  to 
whom  she  was  bound  by  such  inestimable  obligations, 
■ilenced  all  Jeanic's  objections  to  the  proposed  route,  it 
rather  added  to  than  diminished  the  eagerness  of  her 
curiosity.  The  proceeding  to  Glasgow  seemed  now  no 
longer  to  l>e  an  object  with  her  fellow-travellers.  On 
the  contrar\',  they  kept  the  left-hond  side  of  the  river 
Clyde,  and  travelled  through  a  thousand  beautiful  and 
changing  views  do\yn  the  side  of  that  noble  stream, 
till,  cea«ing  to  hold  its  inland  character,  it  began  to 
assume  that  of  a  navigable  river. 

*' Vou  are  not  for  gaun  intill  Glasgow  then?"  said 
Jeanie,  as  she  obser\>?d  that  the  drivers  made  no  mo- 
tion for  inclining  their  horses'  heads  towards  the  an- 
cient bridge,  which  was  then  the  only  mode  of  access 
to  St.  Mungo's  capital. 

"  No,'|  replied  Archibald ;  "  there  is  some  popular 
commotion,  and  as  our  Duke  is  in  opposition  to  the 
court,  pt-rhaps  we  might  Iw  too  well  received ;  or 
they  might  take  it  in  their  heads  to  remember  that 
the  Cnpfnin  of  Carrick  came  down  upon  them  with 
his  High  land  men  in  the  time  of  Shawfield's  mob  in 
1725,  and  then  we  would  Iw  too  ill  received.*  And, 
at  any  rate,  it  is  best  for  us,  and  for  me  in  particular. 
who  may  be  supposeti  to  possess  his  Grace's  minn 
Upon  many  particulars,  to  leave  the  good  people  of 
tjie  Gorf>als  to  art  according  to  their  own  imagina- 
tions, without  either  provokmg  or  encouraging  them 
by  my  presence.'*' 

To  rt'.'isonm'jr  of  such  tone  and  consequence  Jeanie 
had  nothing  to  reply,  although  it  seemed  to  her  to 
contain  fully  as  much  st*lf-importancc  as  truth. 

The  carnago  meantime  rolled  on:  the  river  ex- 
pamled  itself,  and  gradually  assumed  t]^e  dignity  of 
an  estuary,  or  arm  of  the  sea.  The  influence  of  the 
adyapcing  and  retiring  tides  became  more  and  more 
CHdent,  and  in  the  beautiful  words  of  him  of  the 
laurel  wreatli,  the  river  waxed 

"  A  broader  and  a  broudcr  fltrcam. 

•  »  « 

The  Cormorant  f;tand<i  upon  iti  atioala, 
Hix  Mark  and  drippin*  Mrinjw 
Hair  o|)cn'J  tu  Uie  wind." 

"Which  way  lies  InveraryT'  said  Jeanie,  gazing 
on  the  dusky  ocean  of  Highland  hills,  which  now, 

fiiled  above  each  other,  and  intersected  bv  many  a 
ake,  Btrtttclied  away  on  the  opposite  side  oi"  the  river 
to  the  northward.  ''Is  yon  high  castle  the  Duke's 
boose?" 

'.'That's  Mrs.  Deans?— Lud  help  thee,"  replied  Ar- 
chibald, "  that's  the  old  Castle  of  Dunbarton,  the 

•  In  1T23,  there  wat  a  jrreat  fmiI  in  Glaiifow  otvaeconnt  oftlia 

•wlt-rax.    Ar»(«nir  lh«i  trooi>^  brouelit  in  to  mtftn  order,  was 

«fw  of  the  indr>fiend»nl  dtnipiinic!-  of  Hurldandi.'ra  levird  in  Ar- 

Mr'tfhm;  and  fli.«tin«ui''h«'>l.  in  n  lamF>oon  of  th^  pi>riiHi.  at 

"Vamph,'!!  of  Ctrrick  and  hi*  Hiirhinnd  thieves"  It  wn*  nilJMl 

MnMi(/>/»A/'#  .Mub,  beraunf  murh  of  llie  popular  violence  waa 

mSSX^ymH"  ^"'c/  Camtibelt,  Etq.  of  SliawOeld,  M.  P., 

wmwtttmt  iif  um  town. 


stroncost  place  in  Kurope,  be  the  other  what  it  may. 
bir  William  Wallace  was  governor  of  it  in  the  old 
wars  with  the  Enghsh^  and  his  Grace  is  gi^vexnoi 
just  now.  It  is  always  intnisted  to  the  best  man  ia 
Scotland." 

''And  does  the  Duke  hreon  that  high  rock,  then  7 
demanded  Jeanie. 

"No,  no,  he  has  his  deputy-governor,  who  eom- 
mands  in  his  absence ;  he  lives  in*  the  white  honse 
you  s<.<  at  the  bottom  of  the  rock— His  Grace  doefl 
not  reside  there  himself.'* 

"  I  think  not,  indeed,"  said  the  daity- woman,  upon 
whose  mind  the  road,  since  they  had  left  Dunrfries, 
had  made  no  very  favourable  impression;  "fur  if  he 
did,  he  might  go  whistle  for  a  dairy- woman,  an  he 
were  the  only  duke  in  England.  I  did  not  kave  my 
place  and  mv  friends  to  come  down  to  see  cows 
starve  to  death  upon  hills  as  they  be  at  that  pig-stye 
of  ElHn-foot,  as  you  call  it,  Mr.  Archibald,  or  to  he 
perched  up  on  the  top  of  a  n>ck.  hke  a  squirrel  in  his 
cage^  hung  out  of  a  three  pair  of  stairs  window." 

Inwanlly  chuckling  that  these  symptom*  of  reeal- 

citration  had  not  taken  place  until  the  fair  malecon- 

tent  was,  as  hn  mentallv  termed  it,  under  his  thumb, 

Archibald  coolly  rtplird,  "  that  the  hills  wtre  none 

of  his  making,  nor  did  he  know  how  to  mend  them: 

but  as  to  lodginir,  they  would  soon  be  in  a  house  of 

i  the  Duke's  in  a  very  pleasant  island  called  Roseneath, 

!  where  they  went  to  wait  fo.  shipping  to  take  them  to 

I  Inverary,  and  would  meet  the  company  with  whom 

I  Jeanie  was  to  return  to  I  '.dinburch.'* 

"An  island?"  said  Jeanie,  who.  in  the  course  of 
her  various  and  adventurous  travels^  had  never  <)uit- 
trtl  terra  firnia,  "  then  I  am  doubting  we  maun  gang 
in  ane  of  these  boats ;  they  look  unco  sma',  and  tlie 
waves  are  something  rough,  and"— 

"Mr.  Archibald,'' said  Mrs.  Dutton,  "I  will  not 
consent  to  it;  I  was  ne\-er  engaged  to  leave  the 
counir>'.  and  1  desire  you  will  birt  the  boys  drive 
round  the  other  way  to  the  Duke's  house." 

'"There  is  a  safe  pinnace  belonging  to  his  Grace, 
ma'am,  close  by,"'  riphetl  Archibald,  "  and  you  need 
be  under  no  apprehensions  whats<H^ver." 
I     "  But  I  am  under  apprehensions,"  said  the  damsel ; 
i  "  and  I  insist  upon  going  round  by  land,  Mr.  Archi- 
bald, were  it  tea  miles  al>out." 
!      "I  am  sorry  I  cannot  oblige  you,  madam,  at 
:  Roseneath  happens  to  be  an  island. 

"If  it  were  ten  islands,"  said  the  incensed  dame, 
"  that's  no  rras<>n  why  I  should  be  drowned  in  going 
over  the  seas  to  it." 

"No  reason  why  you  should  be  drowneil,  certainly 
ma'om,"  anHwen*<l  the  unmoved  groom  ef  the  cham- 
bers, "but  an  admirable  goixl  one  why  you  cannot 
proceeti  to  il  by  land."  And.  fixed  his  master's  man- 
dates to  perform,  he  pointr'd  with  his  hand,  and  tho 
drivers,  turning  ofl'the  high-road,  proceeded  towards 
a  small  hamlet  uf  fishing  huts,  where  a  shallop, 
somewhat  more  gaily  decorated  than  any  which 
I  hey  had  yet  st-en,  having  a  flag  which  displaytd  a 
boar's  head,  crested  with  a  ducal  coronet,  waited 
with  two  or  three  seamen,  and  as  many  Highlanders. 
The  carriage  stoppi^d.  and  the  men  began  to  un- 
yoke their  horses,  while  Mr.  Archibald  gravely  super- 
intended the  removal  of  the  baggage  from  ti>e  car- 
riage to  the  little  vessi  1.  "  Has  the  Caroline  been 
long  arrived  ?"'  said  .Archibald  to  one  of  the  S'^amen. 
"  She  has  been  here  in  five  days  from  LivcriH)ol, 
and  she's  lying  down  at  Greenock,"  answeruu  the 
fellow. 

"  Let  the  horses  and  carriage  go  down  to  Greenock 
i  then,"  said  Archibald,  "  and  be  embarked  there  for 
Inverary  when  I  send  notice— they  may  stand  in  my 
cousin's,  Duncan  Archibald  the  stabler  s.— Ladies," 
he  added,  "  I  hope  you  will  get  yourselves  ready,  we 
must  not  lose  the  tide." 

"Mrs.  Deans,"  said  the  Cowslip  of  Inverarj',  "yoa 
may  do  as  you  please— but  I  will  sit  here  all  niahl, 
rather  than  goint-.i  that  there  painted  egg-shell.- Fd- 
I  low— fellow !'  (this  was  addressed  to  a  Highlander 
'  who  was  lifting  a  travelling  trunk)  "that  trunk  ii 
I  mint,  and  that  there  band-box,  and  that  pillion  mail, 
I  and moae  seven buudVea.  ^ivd vhe  oaner  bag ;  and  if  rou 
\  Tantnie  to  toiM^oneoi  iJ^wn^'w  «Blv\>m  «.^waa  vsc^ 
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The  Celt  kept  his  eye  fixed  on  the  spemker,  then 
tamed  his  bead  towarda  Archibald,  and  receiving 
BO  countervailing  signal,  he  shouldered  tho  port- 
manteau, and  without  further  notice  of  the  distressed 
damsel,  or  paying  any  attention  to  remonstrances, 
which  probably  be  did  not  understand,  and  would 
certainly  have  equally  disregarded  whether  he  under- 
stood them  or  not,  moved  off  with  Mrs.  Dutton's 
wearables,  and  deposited  the  trunk  containing  them 
safely  in  the  boat. 

The  baggage  being  stowed  in  safety,  Mr.  Archibald 
handed  Jeanie  out  of  the  carriage,  and,  not  without 
some  tremor  on  her  part,  she  was  transported  throuch 
the  surf  and  placed  m  the  boaL  He  then  offered  the 
same  civility  to  his  fellow-servant,  but  she  was  reso- 
lute in  her  refusal  to  quit  the  camagCi  in  which  she 
DOW  remained  in  solitary  state,  threatening  all  con- 
cerned -or  unconcerned  with  actions  for  wages  and 
boafii- wages,  damages  and  expenses,  and  numbering 
•n  her  fingers  the  gowns  and  other  habiliments, 
frum  which  she  seemed  in  the  act  of  being;  separated 
ioT  ever.  Mr.,  Archibald  did  not  give  himself  the 
trouble  of  making  many  remonstrances,  which,  in- 
<Jeed,  seemed  only  to  aggravate  the  damsel's  indigna- 
tion, but  spoke  two  or  three  words  to  the  Highlanders 
in  Gaelic;  and  the  wily  mountaineers,  approaching 
the  carriage  cautiously,  and  without  giving  the 
slightest  intimation  of  their  intention,  at  once  seized 
the  recusant  so  efTectually  fast  that  she  could  neither 
resist  nor  struggle,  and,  hoisting  her  on  their  ehoul- 
dera  in  nearly  an  horizontal  posture,  rushed  down 
with  her  to  the  beach,  and  through  the  surf,  and, 
with  no  other  inconvenience  than  rufl^ing  her  gar- 
meots  a  little,  deposited  her  in  the  boat ;  but  m  a 
suts  of  surprise,  mortification,  and  terror,  at  her 
sodden  transportation,  which  rendered  her  absolutely 
mute  for  two  or  three  minutes.  The  men  jumped  in 
themselves;  one  tall  fellow  remained  till  he  had 
pushed  off  the  boat,  and  then  tumbled  in  upon  his 
companions.  Thev  took  their  oars  and  b^an  to  pull 
from  the  shores  then  spread  their  sail,  and  drove 
merrily  across  the  frith. 

**  You  Scotch  villain  1"  said  the  infiinated  damsel 
to  Archibald,  *'  how  dare  you  use  a  person  Uke  me  in 
this  way  1" 

"  Madam/'  said  Archibald,  with  infinite  composure, 
"it's  high  ume  you  should  know  you  are  in  the  JOuke^s 
eountry.  and  that  there  is  not  one  of  these  fellows  but 
would  throw  you  out  of  the  boat  as  readily  as  into  it, 
if  such  were  his  Grace's  pleasure." 

**Then  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  me!"  said  Mrs. 
Dutton.  "  if  I  had  had  ans  on  myself^  I  would  never 
b&ve  engaged  with  you." 

"  It's  something  of  the  latest  to  think  of  that  now, 
Mrs.  Dutton."  said  Archibald t  "but  I  assure  you, 
you  will  find  the  Highlands  nave  their  pleasures. 
You  ^ill  have  a  dozen  of  cow-milkers  under  your 
own  authority  at  Inverary,  and  you  may  throw  any 
of  them  into  the  lake,  if  you'  have  a  mmd,  for  the 
Duke's  head  people  are  almost  as  great  as  himself." 
**  This  is  a  strange  business,  to  be  sure,  Mr.  Archi- 
bald," said  the  lady;  '*but  I  suppose  I  must  make 
the  beat  on' t.— Are  you  sure  the  boat  will  not  sinkl 
it  leans  terribly  to  one  side,  in  my  poor  mind." 

"  Fear  nothmg,'*  said  Mr.  Archibald,  taking  a  most 
important  pinch  of  snufi^;  "  this  same  ferry  on  Clyde 
knows  us  very  well,  or  we  know  it,  which  is  all  the 
same ;  no  fear  of  anv  of  our  people  meeting  vdth  any 
mcddenU  We  should  have  crossed  from  the  opposite 
shore,  but  for  the  disturbances  at  Glasgow,  which 
made  it  improper  fof  his  Grace's  people  to  pass 
through  the  city." 

*"  Are  you  not  afisard,  Mrs.  Deans,"  said  the  dairy- 
vestal,  addressing  Jeanie,  who  sat,  not  in  the  most 
comfortable  state  of  mind,  by  the  side  of  Archibald, 
frho  himself  managed  thehelm;— "  Areyounotafeard 
of  these  wild  men  with  their  naked  knees,  and  of  this 
nut-shell  of  a  thing,  that  seems  bobbing  up  and  down 
tike  a  skimming-dish  in  a  milk-pail?" 

••No— no— madam,"  answered  Jeanie,  with  some 
besitation,  "  I  am  not  feared;  fori  hae  seen  Hieland- 
men  before,  though  I  never  was  sae  near  them ;  and 
lor  the  danger  of  the  deep  waters,  I  trust  there  is  a 
P/ovidence  by  sea  as  well  as  by  hind." 


"  Well,"  said  Mrs.  Dutton,  "  it  is  a  beautiful  tnmg 
to  have  learned  to  write  and  read,  for  one  can  always 
say  such  fine  words  whatever  should  befall  them." 

Archibald,  rejoicing  in  the  impression  which  his 
vi^rous  measures  had  made  upon  the  intractable 
dairymaid,  now  applied  himself,  as  a  sensible  and 
good-natured  man,  to  secure  by  fair  means  the  as- 
cendency which  he  had  obtained  by  some  wholesome 
violence :  and  he  succeeded  so  well  in  representing  to 
her  the  idle  nature  of  her  fears,  and  the  impossibility 
of  leaving  her  upon  the  beach,  enthroned  in  an  empty 
carriage,  that  the  ^ood  understanding  of  tl;e  party 
was  completely  revived  ere  they  landed  at  Roseneatn. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

Did  Fortnne  miide, 
Or  rather  Destiny,  our  bark,  to  which 
W«  oottld  appoint  no  port,  to  this  t>est  place  T— Plbi chbr.   • 

Ths  islands  in  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  which  the  daily 
passage  of  so  many  smoke-pennoned  steam-boats 
now  renders  so^easily  accessible,  were,  in  our  fathers 
times,  secluded  spotsL  frequented  by  no  travellers,  and 
few  visitants  of  any  kind.  They  are  of  exquisite,  yet 
varied  beauty.  Arran,  a  mountainous  region,  or  Alpine 
island,  abounds  with  the  grandest  and  most  romantic 
scenery.  Bute  is  of  a  softer  and  more  woodhind  cha- 
racter. The  Cumrays,  as  if  to  exhibit  a  contrast  to 
both,  are  green,  level,  and  bare,  forming  the  links  of 
a  sort  of  naturarbar,  which  is  drawn  along  the  mouth 
of  the  Frith,  leaving  large  intervals,  however,  of  ocean. 
Roseneath,  a  smaller  isle,  lies- much  higher  up  the 
FritlL  and  towarda  its  western  shore,  near  the  open- 
ing or  the  lake  called  the  Gare-Loch,  and  not  far  from 
Loch  Long  and  Loch  Scant,  or  the  Holy-Loch,  which 
wind  from  the  mountains  of  the  Western  Highlands 
to  join  the  estuary  of  the  Clyde. 

In  these  isles  the  severe  frost  winds,  which  tyran- 
nize over  the  vegetable  creation  during  a  Scottish 
spring,  are  comparatively  little  felt;  nor,  excepting 
the  gigantic  strength  of  Arran,  are  they  much  exposed 
to  the  Atlantic  storms,  lying  land-locked  and  protect- 
ed to  the  westward  by  the  shores  of  Ayrshire.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  weeping-willow,  the  weeping-birch, 
and  other  trees  of  early  and  pendulous  shoots,  flou- 
rish in  these  favoured  recesses  in  a  degree  unknown 
in  our  eastern  districts;  and  the  air  is  also  said  to 
possess  that  mildness  which  is  favourable  to  con- 
sumptive cases. 

The  picturesque  beauty  of  the  island  of  Roseneath, 
in  particular,  had  such  recommendations,  that  the 
Earis  and  Dukes  of  Argyle,  from  an  early  period, 
made  it  their  occasional  residence,  and  had  their 
temporary  accommodation  in  a  fishing  or  hunting- 
lodge,  which  succeeding  improvements  have  since 
transformed  into  a  palace.  It  was  in  its  original 
simplicity,  when  the  little  bark,  which  we  left  tra- 
versing the  Frith  at  the  end  of  last  chapter,  approach- 
ed the  shores  of  the  isle. 

When  they  touched  the  landing-place,  which  was 
partly  shrouded  by  some  old  low  but  wide-spreading 
oak-trees,  intermixed  with  hazel-bushes,  two  or  three 
figures  were  seen  as  if  awaiting  their  arrival.  To 
these  Jeanie  paid  Uttle  attention,  so  that  it  was  with 
a  shock  of  surprise  almost  electrical,  that,  upon  being 
carried  by  the  rowers  out  of  the  boat  to  the  shore,  she 
was  received  in  the  arms  of  her  father ! 

It  was  too  wonderful  to  be  believed— too  much  like 
a  happy  dream  to  have  the  stable  feeling  of  reality- 
She  extricated  herself  from  his  close  and  afTectionaia 
embrace,  and  held  him  at  arm's  length,  to  satisfy 
her  mind  that  it  was  no  illusion.  But  the  form 
was  indisputable— Douce  David  Deans  himself,  in 
his  best  light-blue  Sunday's  coat,  with  broad  metal- 
buttons,  and  waistcoat  and  breeches  of  the  same,  his  , 
strong  gramashes  or  leggins  of  thick  grav  cloth  -tho 
very  copper  buckles— thebroad  Lowland  blue  bonnet, 
thrown  back  as  he  lifted  his  eyes  to  Heaven  m  speech- 
less gratitude— the  gray  locks  that  striwglect  from  biv 
neath  it  down  his  weather-beaten  "  hafltets"— the  bald 
and  furrowed  forehead— the  clear  blue  eye,  that,  un- 
dinmied  by  years,  gleamed  bright  and  pale  from  un 
der  its  shaggy  gray  pent-house— the  festuvea.  nsuaU« 
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■o  stem  aad  Btoical,  now  melted  into  the  unwonted 
expression  of  rapturous  joy,  affection,  and  gratitude- 
were  all  those  of  David  Deans :  and  so  nappiljr  did 
they  assort  together,  that  should  I  erer  again  see  my 
trienda  Wilkie  or  Allan,  I  will  try  to  borrow  or  ateal 
from  them  a  sketch  of  this  very  scene. 

'*  Jeanie—my  ain  Jeanie— roybest— my  maist  duti- 
Sul  bairn— the  Lord  of  Israel  be  thy  father,  for  I  am 
oardly  worthy  of  thee !  Thou  hast  redeemed  our  cap- 
tivity—brought  back  the  honour  of  our  house— Bless 
thee,  my  bairn,  with  mercies  promised  and  purchas- 
ed !— But  He  has  blessed  thee,  in  the  good  of  which 
He  has  made  thee  the  instrument'' 

These  words  broke  from  him  not  without  tears, 
though  David  was  of  no  melting  mood.  Archibald 
had,  with  delicate  attention,  withdrawn  the  specta- 
tors from  the  interview,  so  that  the  wood  and  setting 
sun  alone  were  witnesses  of  the  expansion  of  their 
feelings. 

"And  EfRe7— and  Effie,  dear  father!"  was  an  ea- 
ger inteijeciional  question  which  Jeanie  repeatedly 
threw  in  among  her  expressions  of  joyful  thankM- 
ness. 

"  Ye  will  hear— ye  will  hear^"  said  David  hastily, 
and  ever  and  anon  renewed  his  grateful  acknowledg- 
meuts  to  Heaven  for  sending  Jeanie  safe  down  from 
the  land  of  prelatic  deadness  and  schismatic  heresy : 
and  had  delivered  her  from  the  dangers  of  the  way, 
and  the  lions  that  were  in  the  path. 

"  And  Effie  1"  repeated  her  affectionate  sister  again 
and  again.  "  And— and'* — (fam  would  she  have  said 
Butler,  but  she  modified  the  direct  inquiry) — "  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saddletree— and  Dumbiedikes— and  a' 
friends?" 

"  A'  weel— a*  weel  praise  to  His  name !" 

"And— and  Mr.  Butler— he  wasna  weel  when  I 
gaed  awa  7" 

"  He  is  quite  mended— <iuite  weel,"  repHed  her  fa- 
ther. 

"Thank  God— but  O,  dear  fiather,  Effie?— Effie  1" 

"  You  will  never  see  her  mair,  my  bairn,"  answered 
Deans  in  a  solemn  tone— "You  are  the  ae  and  onlv 
leaf  left  now  on  the  auld  tree— heal  be  your  portion ! 

"  She  is  dead !— She  is  slain  f— It  has  conw  ower 
late !"  exclaimed  Jeanie,  wringing  her  hands. 

"  No.  Jeanie,"  returned  Deans,  in  the  same  grave 
melancholy  tone.  "  She  lives  in  the  flesh,  ana  is  at 
freedom  from  earthly  restraint,  if  she  were  as  much 
alive  in  faith,  and  as  iree  from  the  bonds  of  Satan." 

"The  Loru  protect  us!"  said  Jeanie.— "Can  the 
unhappy  bairn  nae  left  you  for  that  villain?" 

"  It  IS  ower  truly  spoken,"  said  Deans—"  She  has 
left  her  auld  father,  that  has  wept  and  praved  for  her 
—She  has  left  her  sister,  that  travailed  ana  toiled  for 
her  like  a  mother— She  has  left  the  bones  of  her  mo- 
ther, and  the  land  of  her  people,  and  she  is  ower  the 
march  wi*  that  son  of  Behal— She  has  made  a  moon- 
light flitting  of  it."  He  paused,  for  a  feding  be- 
twixt sorrow  and  strong  resentment  choked  his  utter- 
ance. 

"And  wi'  that  man?— that  fearfu*  man?"  said 
Jeanie.  "  And  she  has  left  us  to  gang  aff  wi'  him  ? 
— O  Effie,  E^e,  wha  could  hae  thought  it,  after  sic  a 
deliverance  as  you  had  been  gifted  wi' !" 

"  She  went  out  from  us,  my  bairn,  because  she  was 
not  of  us,"  repUed  David.  "  She  is  a  withered  branch 
will  never  bear  fruit  of  grace— a  scape-goat  gone  forth 
into  the  wilderness  of  the  world,  to  carry  wi*  her,  as  I 
trust,  the  sins  of  our  liMle  congregation.  The  peace 
of  the  warld  gang  wi'  her,  ana  a  oetter  peace  when 
she  has  the  grace  to  turn  to  it !  If  she  is  of  His  elect- 
ed. His  ain  hour  will  come.  What  would  her  mother 
have  said,  that  famous  and  memorable  matron,  Re- 
becca M'Nau^ht  whose  memory  is  like  a  flower  of 
sweet  savour  m  Newh^ttle,  and  a  pot  of  frankincense 
,  in  Lugton  ?  But  be  it  sae— let  her  part— let  her  sang 
her  gate— let  her  bite  on  her  ain  bridle— The  Lord 
kens  his  time— She  was  the  bairn  of  prayenL  and 
may  not  prove  an  utter  castaway.  But  never,  Jeanie 
—never  moth  let  h&  name  be  spoken  between  you 
and  me— She  hath  passed  from  us  like  the  brook 
which  vanisheth  when  the  summer  waxeth  warm, 
•rt  patient  Job  saith— let  her  pato,  and  be  forgotten.' 

There  was  a  melanchoiv  pause  whidi  £Mlowed 


these  sxpicasions.  Jeanie  would  fVdn  have  maked 
more  circumstances  relating  to  her  sisver's  departure^ 
but  the  tone  of  her  father's  prohibition  ¥^8  positive; 
She  was  about  to  mention  her  interview  with  Staun- 
ton at  his  father's  rectory ;  but,  on  hastily  mnnintf 
over  the  particulars  in  her  memory,  she  thought  thai, 
on  the  whole,  they  were  more  Ukely  to  aggravate  than 
dimmish  hit  distress  of  mind.  She  turned,  therefore 
the  discourse  from  this  painful  sobiect.  resolving  io 
suspend  further  inquiry  until  she  would  see  Butler. 
fh>m  whom  she  expected  to  leam  the  particulars  cl 
her  sister's  elopement 

But  when  was  she  to  see. Butler?  was  a  ouestion 
she  could  not  forb^r  asking  herself,  especialiv  wbil« 
her  father,  as  if  eager  to  escape  from  the  suDJect  of 
his  youngest  daughter,  pointed  to  the  opposite  shore 
of  Dunbartonshire  and  asking  Jeanie  ^  if  it  werena 
a  pleasant  abode?"  declared  to  ner  his  intention  of 
removing  his  earthly  tabernacle  to  that  country.  "  in 
respect  he  was  solicited  b^r  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  as  one  well  skilled  in  country  laboor,  and  a* 
that  appertained  to  flocks  and  herds,  to  superintend 
a  store-farm,  whilk  his  Grrace  had  taen  into  his  aiit 
hand  for  the  improvement  of  stock  .'^ 

Jeanie's  heart  sunk  within  her  at  this  declaration. 
"  She  allowed  it  was  a  goodly  and  {feasant  land,  an  J 
sloped  bonnily  to  the  western  sun ;  and  she  doubted  na 
that  the  pasnzre  might  be  very  gude,  for  the  eras* 
looked  green,  for  as  orouthy  as  the  weather  had  been. 
But  it  was  far  fhie  heme,  and  she  thought  she  wad  be 
often  thinking  on  the  bonny  spots  of  tiuf,  sae  fu'  of 
gowans  and  yellow  king-cups,  amang  the  Crags  at 
St.  Leonard's." 

"  Dinna  speak  on't,  Jeanie,"  said  her  father ;  '*  I 
wish  never  to  hear  it  named  mair— that  is,  af^r  tbe 
rouping  is  ower,  and  the  bills  paid.  But  I  brought  a' 
the  beasts  ower-by  that  I  thought  ye  wad  Hke  best. 
There  is  Oowans,  and  there's  your  ain  brockit  cow. 
and  the  wee  hawkit  ane  that  ye  ca'd— I  needna  tell 
ye  how  ye  ca'd  it— but  I  couldna  bid  them  sell  the 
petted  creature,  though  the  sight  o't  may  sometimes 

S'e  us  a  sair  heart— it's  no  the  iK>or  dumb  creature's 
ult— And  ane  or  twa  beasts  mair  I  hae  reserved,  and 
I  caused  them  to  be  driven  before  the  other  beasts, 
that  men  might  say,  as  when  the  son  of  Jesse  re- 
turned from  battle,  'This  is  David's  spoil' ** 

Upon  more  particular  inquiry,  Jeanie  found  new 
occasion  to  admire  the  active  beneficence  of  her 
friend  the  Duke  of  Aiigyle.  While  establishing  a  sort 
of  experimental  farm  on  the  skirts  of  his  immense 
Highland  estates,  he  had  been  somewhat  at  a  bss  to 
find  a  proper  perspn  in  wl^mi  to  vest  the  charge  of  it. 
The  conversation  his  (jrace  had  upon  country  mat-' 
ters  with  Jeanie  Deans  during  th^  return  from  Rich* 
mond,  had  impressed  him  with  a  belief  that  the  father, 
whose  experience  and  success  she  so  frequently  quot- 
ed, must  be  exactly  thesort  of  person  whom  he  want- 
ed. When  the  condition  annexed  to  Effie'a  pardon, 
rendered  it  highly  proDable  that  David  Deans  woula 
choose  to  change  his  place  of  residence,  this  idea 
again  occurred  to  the  Duke  more  strongly,  and  as  he 
was  an  enthusiast  eaually  in  agriculture  and  in  bene- 
volence, he  imagined  Le  was  serving  the  purposes  of 
both,  when  he  wrote  to  the  gentleman  in  Edmburgh 
intrusted  with  his  affidrs,  to  inquire  into  the  charac- 
ter of  David  Deans,  oowfeeder,  and  so  forth,  at  St. 
Leonard's  Crags ;  and  if  be  found  him  such  as  he 
had  been  represented,  to  engagje-  him  Mrithout  delay, 
and  on  the  most  liberal  terms,  to  superintend  his 
fanc7-farm  in  Dunbartonshu^. 

The  proposal  was  made  to  old  David  by  the  gen- 
tleman so  commissioned,  on  the  second  day  after  his 
dangfater's  pardon  had  reaehed  Edinburgh.  His  reso- 
lution to  leave  St.  Leonard's  had  been  already  formed  i 
the  honour  of  an  express  invitation  fh)m  the  Duke  of 
Amle  to  superintend  a  department  where  so  much 
skill  and  diligence  was  required,  was  in  itself  ex- 
tremely flattenng ;  and  the  more  so,  because  honest 
David,  who  was  not  without  an  excellent  opinion  of 
his  own  talents,  persuaded  himself  that,  by  acc^ting 
this  charge,  he  would  in  some  sort  repay  the  great  fs- 
vour  he  nad  received  at  the  Rands  of  the  Argyft 
family.  The  appointments,  induding  the  right  oC 
sufficient  grazing  for  a  smau  stodi  oT his  own,  wofet' 
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•aply  liberal ;  and  David's  keen  eye  saw  that  the 
Hiuaii^d  was  convenient  for  trafficking  to  adfantn^c 
la  Hic:Jand  caiile. ,  Tliore  was  risk  of  "  her' ship"* 
bom  t.'ic  nci^libouring  mountains,  indeed,  but  the 
twful  nam*;  of  the  Duke  of  Ar^yle  would  be  a  nreat 
e«.'ijr;;h  and  a  trit\cof  6/acA'-T/iat/  would,  David  was 
BVAre.  ns<iirc  his  safety. 

fiiiilL  however,  there  were  two  points  on  which  he 
hijjgled.  The  first  was  the  character  of  ilio  eler^ry- 
msri  with  whi»flc  worship  he  was  to  join;  and  on 
this  dehcalc  point  ho  received,  as  wc  will  presently 
*!iow  tlio  rcailcr,  perfect  sniisfaclion.  The  mxtob- 
S'.ncie  was  the  condition  of  his  youiic:t!>t  daughter, 
obi.i;ed  ad  she  was  to  leave  Scotland  for  so  many 
years. 

Tlw  aentlcmanof  the  law  smiled,  and  said,  "Then? 
w.i*  ni»  ocrnsion  to  inteipret  that  clause  very  strictly 
-thai  if  the  younR  woman  Kft  Scotland  for  a  few 
Biouth*,  or  ovt-n  wockn,  and  came  to  ht-r  fathrr's  new 
res.'i'tice  by  Min  from  the.  western  pide  of  luipilaud, 
nii;K>ly  would  know  of  her  arrival,  or  at  U-ast  nobody 
who  had  either  the  ri^hlor  inclinarinn  to  give  her 
disTurhanrt'!.  The  exti-usive  heritable  jurisdictions 
of  his  t  Jrace  exchido<l  tlio  interf*  rcnce  of  other  uia- 
gistraH'S  Willi  those;  living  on  his  estates,  and  wiey 
who  were  in  imnu-<iiate  dependanco  on  hirn  would  re- 
wirconlcr.'  to  jfivethe  youin>r  woman  no  disturbance. 
Limine  on  the  verjjeof  the  Ilii?hlan<ls,  she  miplit,  in- 
cwd.  w  said  to  be  out  of  Scotland,  that  is,  beyond 
ihi- bounds  of  ordinary  law  and  civili/aiion." 

Old  [)i.-an«  was  notquite  saiibfird  wiih  this  reason- 
ins;  but  th*.-  elopement  of  Rifle,  which  look  place  on 
th»-  ihird  nij^ht  after  her  lilvrauon,  renden.'d  his  resi- 
d-niv  at  Si.  Leonard's  so  deti.siable  to  him,  that  he 
rtii.vd  at  onco  with  The  proj'osal  which  had  iKcn 
iQifh  him,  and  entered  with  pleasure  into  the  idea  of 
pjrijnsina:  Jt-anie,  as  had  bw.-ir propositi  by  the  Duke, 
1-)  ri-nder  t>»o  change  of  residence  more  striking  to 
hrfr.  The  Duke  had  apprisid  Arcbibidd  of  these  cir- 
tuias-ranci.-s.  witli  ordirs  to  net  according  to  the  in- 
etriieuons  lie  should  reiTcive  from  K<linbur^h,  and  by 
wliich  ac<.*ordingly  he  was  directed  to  bring  Jeaniu  to 
Ros^mt-ath. 

The  fRtbnr  and  daughter  communicated  these  mat- 
ter* to  each  other,  now  stopping,  now  walking  slowly 
wward:5  tlu;  I^odjrc,  which  shi)wed  itPtlf  among  tlie 
TTEC-&,  at  about  half  a  mih/s  distance  from  the  Httle 
bay  m  which  ihey  had  landed. 

As  xUt.v  opproacht^  tin*  house,  David  Deans  in- 
ftrmtti  his  (laughter,  with  somewhat  like  a  grim 
fmije.  which  was  the  utmost  advance  ho  ever  made 
louanin  a  mirthful  expn?ssion  of  virtnge,  that  "there 
*as  baith  a  w  orshipful  gentleman,  and  nn»;  reverend 
fttntleiiian,  residing  therein  The  worshipful  gentle- 
man was  his  honour  the  Laird  of  Knoektarlitir,  who 
»as  bailie  of  the  Lordship  under  tlie  Duke  of  Argvle, 
iri!.  Hit  land  gentleman,  tarrd  wi'  the  same  stick," 
DsLvid  iloubted,  **  as  mony  of  them,  namelv,  a  hasty 
and  choleric  temper,  and  a  neglect  of  tnc  higher 
tl:::icv  tiint  belong  to  salvation,  and  also  a  gripping 
uvtothe  tilings  of  this  world,  without  muckle  dis- 
tin^rtion  of  property ;  but.  however,  ane  Budo  hospi- 
tible  gentleman,  with  whom  it  woidd  be  a  part  of 
«i!«ioin  to  live  on  a  gude  understanding  (for  Hiclnnd- 
uien  were  hasty,  ower  hasty.)  As  for  the  reverend 
person  of  whoiri  he  had  spoken,  he  was  candidate  by 
favour  of  the  Duke  of  Arff>'lo  (for  David  would  not 
for  the  universe  have  called  him  presentee)  for  the 
kirk  of  the  parish  in  which  their  farm  was  situated, 
Bod  he  was  likely  to  be  highly  acceptable  unto  the 
Ciirisrian  souls  oif  the  parish,  who  were  hungering 
for  f<pintual  mannji,  having  been  fed  but  upon  sour 
Hicland  sowens  bv  Mr.  Duncan  MacDonought,  the 
iait  minister,  who  besifan  the  morning  duly,  Sunday 
and  Saiuniay,  with  a  mutchkin  of  ustiuebaugh.  Kut 
I  need  say  the  less  aliout  the  present  lad,"  said  Da- 
vid, aciin  grimly  grimacing,  "as  I  think  yc  mayhae 
ie«n  him  afore;  ami  here  he  is  come  to  meet  us." 

She  had  ind«?cd  seen  him  before,  for  it  was  no  other 
than  Reuben  Butler  himself. 

*  Her*rhin.  a  Kcottiwli  word  which  mi^  he  n\d  tn  h«>  nnw  oH> 
luMe;  i;«i>nii)x-.  T'lrtiinaiply,  tho  iirurfico  or ''pliindirinir  by 
knv^  furiv."  wfiich  u  lU  nicaiiin^^  liucs not  r^uite  lo  b<i.  cum- 
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No  mori*  -i^mlt  tlmii  Iii-huM  tl»}  h>r.  is  »r.;/! ; 
Thou  hriyt  alriaily  Lad  li.r  li;-f  .:ni'ir-i.;t-. 

1>:\  n-i  M.:\  A'i-if  K:.V(:tnff 

This  second  surprise  had  b<i:i  .-K'c.unphalied  for 
Jennie  Deans  by  tlie  rod  of  thp  .-iame  !)•  iievoliMil  en- 
chanter, who.*.*  power  had  traii.'^plameil  l»r  nuber 
from  the  f .'rags  of  St.  Ije'inard's  lo  ihe  banks  of  tin* 
Gnre-Ijoch.  The  Duke  of  Argylo  was  not  a  person 
tf»  foru:it  the  h.-refiitarj- de-bt  of  gratitude,  wbi-li  btul 
liLcn  biqui'itlird  to  him  by  lii<  grjiudfathir.  in  favour 
of  t!ie  i2ran(l«i)ii  of  olil  liibli-  llutlcr.  Jle  had  inii.r- 
naily  r."»lvifl  to  provide  f.ir  Ibuluii  ihitlir  in  thi 
kirk  of  Krniektarlitie,  of  whit;b  tin'  iiuundMnl  had 
j;i<t  departed  llu.*  life.  Aecordinuiy,  hi.:?  ii^Tiit  n'ceivel " 
llio  ne''«.s5ary  i;isinictions  for  tint  purp'.vo,  under  tbrt 
qualifying  condition  always,  tint  tliC  bariiiiig  antl 
cliarMcti  r  of  Mr.  Ihitler  should  be  found  nrnptr  fi»r 
the  charge.  Upon  inmjiry,  ibesc  v,>re  found  a.«  highly 
satisfactory  a.^  had  bttn  n  ported  in  the  case  of  David 
Deans  hiniseff. 

1»y  this  i)referment,  the  Duke  of  Argvle  moiv  e.«:«cn- 
lially  lv>n(fited  hi.-*  friend  and  prol'geV,  Jenijie,  than 
he  himsrlf  wasflware  of,  siner.'.  ho  ci>utribiiiul  to  re- 
move ob.ioctions  in  her  fnthtr's  iniuil  lo  thi;  match, 
which  he  hafl  no  id-.a  ha<l  l«rru  in  evisienre. 

We  have  already  no;iced  that  Deans  had  .«omcthinR 
of  a  pn  iudice  against  Ihitler.  whieh  was,  perhiips,  in 
some  degree  owiii'^i  to  his  pos?e»:ing  a  sort  of  oi)n- 
sciousness,  ihat  thi-  poor  u-lwr  louk<'il  with  i-yes  of 
affection  ujuui  his  t  Idest  daughter.  Thi?,  in  David's 
eyes,  was  a  sin  of  presui»ption,  even  although  it 
should  not  be  frdlowed  by  any  ovi  rt  act.  or  actual 
proposal.  Bur  the  lively  interest  which  Ihiiler  had 
displayed  in  his  disrresscs,  since  Jennie  si.t  forth  mi 
her  riiitidon  expedition,  and  which,  tin  refore,  ho 
ascribed  lo  pergonal  resjjcct  for  himself  iridivuluMllv, 
had  greatly  softened  the  fe«jlin'~s  (if  irritability  wil"h 
which  David  had  sometimes  nrarded  him.  And, 
while  he  was  in  this  good  dispo'iti(Ui  towanjs  HutUr, 
another  incident  took  place  which  had  great  intluenco 
on  the  ol'i  man's  mind. 

So  soon  as  the  shock  of  F.ffie's  second  elopement 
was  over,  il  was  Deans's  cnrlv  eare  to  t;o!leci  and  re- 
fund to  the  Laird  of  Dundneilikts  the  ii'oney  whuh 
he  ba«l  lent  for  Elfie's  trial,  and  K»r  J-  aui*  's  lravrlli!!:» 
expensrs.  The  Laird,  the  pony,  the  coekid  hat,  and 
th<!  tol>acco-pipp,  harl  not  hi  mi  seen  at  St.  r.eonard's 
Cra:^H  for  many  a  day ;  so  that,  in  order  to  jia.y  this 
debt,  David  was  uridlT  the  necessity  of  repairing  in 
person  lo  the  mansit;.i  of  Dusubi' dikes. 

He  foimd  it  in  a  state  of  unexpicfrd  bu-tle.  Tliere 
were  workimn  pidling  down  souie  of  ihe  cdii  hang- 
ings, ami  nolann::  tbem  with  others,  altering,  repair- 
ing, scnihbini:,  paintiuL',  v.xui  white-wn.-hin::.  Tiiere 
was  no  knowing  the  old  hoe.fe,  which  b*"-'  been  so 
long  tlie  man«')!i  of  slolh  and  silence.  The  Laird 
hini.self  St- fined  in  somo  confiisiou,  and  his  reception, 
thoudi  kiml,  lacked  .-lomethingof  the  reverential  cor- 
diality with  which  be  nseil  to  grfl  David  D'-ans. 
There  was  a  change  also,  Davi«l  di(l  not  very  will 
know  of  what  natuVe,  about  ilie  exterior  of  this  land- 
ed proi)rietor— an  improvein*  ill  in  the  shape  of  Wis 
garments,  a  sprucenc^s  in  the  air  wn!i  which  they 
were  put  on,  that  were  both  novelties.  Kven  the  old 
hat  l«)oked  smarter;  the  i-oek  had  been  ni.wly  puint'Al, 
the  laet-  liad  bten  refreshed,  and  instead  of  slouchii'jj 
backward  or  forward  ori  ;)ic  La-rd's  h-  ad.  as  it  !iap- 
pen'?d  to  be  thrown  on,  it  was  adjusicd  with  a  know- 
ing inelination  over  one  eye 

David  Deans  opened  his  business,  and  told  down 
tlie  cash.  Dumbiedikes  steadily  inclined  his  ear  to 
the  (»ne,  and  eounteil  the  other  with  LMeat  aecuracy, 
interrupting  David,  wliile  he  was  talking  <if  the  ro- 
deinption  of  the  captivity  of  Judah,  to  a<k  him  w!;> 
th»  r  he  did  not  think  one  or  two  of  the  guineas  lookeil 
rather  light.  When  hu  was  satif^fied  on  ihispoint,  had 
pocketed  his  monev,  and  had  .-icm  d  a  receipt,  he  ad- 
dressed David  with  some  little  hesitation,— "Jeanie 
wad  be  writing  ve  somethin'.:.  tnideman?" 

"About  the  sifler  '"  'cplied  Davie — "Nae doubt  sno 
did." 

*;  And  did  s\\e  Bay  nae  wv^l^  5^q;^VJ!^T.  ^:^«5^  '-"^ 
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'*  Nae  mair  but  kind  and  Christian  wishe*— what 
Buld  she  hae  HiidT**  repliod  David,  fully  expecting  that 
the  Laird's  long  courtship  (if  his  dangling  after  Jeanie 
deserves  so  active  a  name)  was  now  coming  to  a 
point.  And  so  indeed  it  was,  but  not  to  that  point 
which  he  wished  or  expected 

"  Aweel,  she  kens  her  ain  mind  best,  gudeman.  I 
hae  made  a  clean  house  o'  Jenny  Balchnstie  and  her 
niece.  They  were  a  bad  pack— steal'd  meat  and  mauit, 
and  loot  the  carters  magg  the  coals— I'm  to  be  mar- 
ried the/niorn,  and  kirkit  on  Sunday." 

Whatever  David  felt,  he  was  too  proud  and  too 

Steady-minded  to  show  any  unpleasant  surprise  in 
is  countenance  and  manner. 

*  1  wuss  ye  happy,  sir,  through  Him4hat  gies  hap- 
pmess— marriage  is  an  honourable  state." 

"And  I  am  wedding  into  an  honourable  house, 
David— the  Laird  of  Lickpelfs  youngest  daughter- 
she  sits  next  us  in  the  kirk,  and  that's  the  way  I 
came  to  think  on't." 

There  was  no  fnore  to  be  said,  but  again  to  wish 
the  lan-d  joy,  to  taste  a  cup  of  his  liquor,  and  to  walk, 
back  asam  to  St.  Leonard's,  musing  on  the  mutabi- 
lity of  human  affairs  and  human  resolutions.  The 
e,ipectation  that  one  day  or  other 'Jeanie  would  be 
Lady  Dumbiedikes,  had,  in  spite  of  himself,  kept  a 
more  absolute  possession  of  David's  mind  than  he 
himself  was  aware  of.  At  least,  it  had  hitherto 
seemed  an  -union  at  all  times  within  his  daughter's 
reach,  whenever  she  might  choose  to  give  her  silent 
lover  any  degree  of  encouragement,  and  now  it  was 
vanished  forever.  David  returned^  therefore,  in  no 
very  gracious  humour  for  so  good  a  man.  He  was 
angry  with  Jeanio  for  not  having  encouraged  the 
Laird— he  was  angry  with  the  Laird  for  requiring 
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encourajjjement- and  he  was  angry  with  himself  for 
being  angry  at  all  on  the  occasion. 

On  his  return  he  found  the  gentleman  who  man- 
aged the  Duke  of  Argyle's  affairs  was  desirous  of 
seeing  him,  with  a  view  to  completing  the  arrange- 
ment oetween  them.  Thus,  after  a  brief  repose,  ne 
was  obliged  to -set  off"  anew  for  Edinburgh,  so  that 
old  May  Hettly  declared,  "That  a'  this  was  to  end 
with  the  master  just  walking  himself  aff  his  feet." 

When  the  business  respecting  the  farm  had  been 
talked  over  and  arranged,  the  professional  gentleman 
acquainted  David  Deans,  in  answer  to  his.  inquiries 
concerning  the  state  of  public  worship,  that  it  was 
the  pleasure  of  the  Duke  to  put  an  excellent  young 
clergyman,  called  Reuben  Butler,  into  the  parish, 
which  was  to  be  his  future  residence. 

"Reuben  Butler !".  exclaimed  David,— ". Reuben 
Butler,  the  usher  at  Libberton  1" 

"  The  very  same,"  said  the  Duke's  commissioner; 
his  Grace  has  heard  an  excellent  character  of  him, 
and  has  some  hereditary  obligations  to  him  besides 
—few  nii..idter8  will  be  so  comfortable  as  I  am  di- 
rected to  make  Mr.  Butler." 

"  Obligations  ?— The  Duke  ?— Obligations  to  Reu- 
ben Butior— Reuben  Butler  a  placed  minister  of  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland !"  exclahned  David,  in  intermina- 
ble astonishment,  for  somehow  he  hud  been  led  bv 
the  bad  success  which  Butler  had  hitherto  met  with 
in  all  his  undertakiifgs,  to  consider  him  as  one  of 
those  stepsons  of  Fortune,  whom  she  treats  with 
unceasing  rigour,  and  ends  with  disinheriting  alto- 
gether. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  time  at  which  we  are  disposed 
to  think  so  hi^ly  of  a  friend,  as  when  we  find  him 
standing  higher  than  we  expected  in  the  esteem  of 
others. '  When  assured  of  the  reality  of  Butler's 
change  of  prospects,  David  expressed  his  great  satis- 
faction at  his  success  in  Ufe.  which,  he  observed,  was 
entirfely  owing  to  himself  (David.)  "I  advised  his 
puir  grandmother,  who  was  but  a  silly  woman,  to 
br«M  him  up  to  the  ministry;  and  I  prophesied  that, 
with  a  blessing  on  his  endeavours,  he  would  become 
B  polished  shaft  in  the  temple. ,  Ho  may  be  something 
ower  proud  o*  his  carnal  learning,  but  a  gude  lad,  and 
has  the  root  of  the  matter— as  ministers  gang  now; 
where  ye'U  find  ane  better,  ye'U  find  ten  waur,  than 
Reuben  Butler." 

lie  took  leave  of  the  man  of  biismess,  and  walked 
aomtward,  forgetting  hb  weariness  in  the  rarious 


■peculations  to  which  thif  wondofiil  piece  of  infteli* 
gence  gave  rise.  Honest  David  had  now,  like  other 
great  men,  to  go  to  work  to  reconcile  his  specula  ti«>e 
pnnciples  with  existing  curcumstances ;  and,  like  otbex 
great  men,  when  they  set  seriously  about  that  taak,  ha 
was  tolerably  succerafuL 

"  Ought  Reuben  Butler  in  conscience  to  accept  ol 
this  j}referment  in  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  subject  as 
David  at  present  thought  that  esublishnnent  waa  to 
the  Erastian  encroachments  of  the  civil  power  T' 
This  was  the  leading  question,  and  he  considered  it 
carefully.  "  The  Kirk  of  Scotland  was  shorn  of  urn 
beams,  and  deprived  of  its  full  artillery  and  banDera 
of  authority;  but  still  it  contained  zealous  and  fructi- 
fying pastors,  attentive  congregations,  and,  with  aU 
her  spots  and  blemishes,  the  like  of  this  Kirk  waa  no- 
where else  to  be  seen  upon  earth." 

David's  doubts  bad  been  too  many  and  too  critical 
to  permit  him  ever  unequivocally  to  unite  himeelf 
with  any  of  the  dissenters^  who.  upon  various  ac- 
counts, absolutely  seceded  from  the  national  church. 
He  had  often  joined  in  communion  with  such  €^  the 
established  clergv  as  approached  nearest  to  the  old 
Presbyterian  model  and  principles  of  1640.  And  aW 
tbaugh  there  were  many  things  to  be  amended  in  that 
system,  yet  he  remembered  that  h&  David  Deans,  had 
himself  ever  been  a  humble  pleader  for  the  good  old 
cause  in  a  legal  way^  but  without  rushing  into  right- 
hand  excesses,  divisions,  and  separations.  But,  as 
an  enemy  to  separation^  he  might  join  the  nght-liand 
of  fellowship  with  a  minister  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland 
in  its  present  model  Ergo^  Reuben  Butler  might  ' 
take  possession  of  the  parish  of  Knocktarlitie:  without 
forfeiting  his  friendship  or  favour^Q,.  E.  D.  Bu^ 
secondly,  came  the  trying  point  of  lay-patronage, 
which  David  Debns  had  ever  maintained  to  be  a 
coming  in  by  the  window,  and  over  the  wail,  a 
cheating  and  starving  the  souls  of  a  whole  pariah, 
for  the  purpose  of  clothing  the  back  and  filling  tha 
belly  of  the  incumbent. 

Tiiis  presentation,  therefore,  fi-om  the  Duke  of  Ar* 
gyle,  whatever  waa  the  worth  and  high  characta 
of  that  nobleman,  was  a  limb  of  the  brazen  imaga 
a  portion  of  the  evil  thing,  and  with  no  kind  of  con 
sistency  could  David  bend  his  mind  to  favour  such  a 
transaction.  But  if  the  parishioners  theroselvea 
joined  in  a  general  call  to  Reuben  Butler  to  be  their 
pastor,  it  did  not  seem  quite  so  evident  that  the  ex- 
istence of  this  unhappy  presentation  was  a  reason 
for  his  refusing  them  the  comforts  of  his  doctrine. 
If  the  presbytery  admitted  him  to  the  kirk,  in  virtua 
rather  of  that  act  of  patronage  than  of  the  ^neral 
call  of  the  congregation,  that  might  be  their  errar, 
and  David  allowed  it  was  «  heavy  one.  But  if  Reu- 
ben Butler  accepted  of  the  care  as  tendered  to  him  by 
those  whom  he  was  called  to  teach,  and  who  had 
expressed  themselves  desirous  to  learn,  David,  after 
considering  and  reconsidering  the  matter,  earner 
throujgh  the  great  virtue  of  ir,  to  be  of  opinion  that 
he  might  sately  so  act  in  that  matter. 

There  remained  a  third  stumbling-block— the  oaths  ' 
to  government  exacted  from  the  established  cleiigy- 
men,  in  which  they  acknowledge  an  Erastian  king 
and  parliament,  and  homologate  the  incorporating 
Union  between  England  and  Scotland,  through 
which  the  latter  kingaom  had  become  part  and  por- 
tion of  the  former,  wherein  Prelacy,  the  sister  of 
Popery,  had  made  last  her  throne,  and  elevated  the 
horns  of  her  mitre.  These  were  symptoms  of  defec- 
tion which  had  often  made  David  cry  out,  "My 
bowels— my  bowels  j— I  am  pained  at  the  very  heart  r 
And  he  remembered  that  a  godly  Bow-head  matron 
had  been  carried  out  of  the  Toibooth  Church  in  a 
swoon,  beyond  the  reach  of  brandy  and  burnt  fea- 
thers, merely  on  hearing  these  feaiful  words.  "I^  it 
enacted  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,"  pro- 
nounced from  a  Scottish  pulpit,  in  the  proem  to  the 
Porteous  Proclamation.  These  oaths  were,  there- 
fore, a  de^  compliance  and  dire  abomination— a  sin 
and  a  snare,  and  a  danger  and  a  defection.  But  thii 
shibboleth  was  not  always  exacted.  Ministers  had 
respect  to  their  owfe  tender  consciences,  and  those  of 
their  brethren ;  and  it  was  not  till  a  later  period  that  the 
reins  of  discipline  were  taken  up  tight  by  the  General 
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Aasnnbliefl  and  Preflbyteries.  The  peace-making 
particle  came  again  to  David's  aesistance.  If  an 
incumbent  was  not  called  upon  to  make  such  com- 
pliances, and  iff  he  got  a  rij2;lit  entry  into  the  churcli 
Without  intrusion,  and  by  orderly  appointment,  why, 
Dpon  the  whole,  David  Deans  came  to  be  of  opinion, 
Ibat  the  saul  incumbent  nii^ht  lawfully  enjoy  the 

S^ritualitv  and  temporality  of  the  cure  of  soius  at 
nucktaruiie,   with  stipend,  manse,  glebe,  and  all 
ibcreunto  appertauiing. 

The  best  and  most  upright-minded  men  arc  so 
nongty  intlucnccd  by  cxistmg  circumstances,  that 
it  would  be  somewhat  cruel  to  inquire  too  nearly 
vkai  weight  paternal  affection  cave  to  these  ingenious 
nuis  uf  reasoning.  Let  David  Deans's  situation  be 
eonsidered.  He  was  just  deprived  of  one  daughter ; 
ind  his  eldest,  to  whom  he  owed  so  much,  was  cut 
o!f  by  the  sudden  resolution  of  Dumbiedikes,  from 
the  h:gh  hope  which  David  had  entertained,  that  siie 
■iiz;ht  one  day  be  mistress  of  that  fair  lordship. 
Jutft  while  this  disappointment  was  bearing  heavy  on 
hu  spirits,  lUitler  comed  before  his  imagination— no 
kocer  the  half-starved  thread-bare  usher,  but  fat  and 
rieek  and  t'air,  the  beneficed  minister  of  Knocktar- 
bue,  beloved  by  his  congregation,— exemplary  in  his 
lift— powerful  in  his  doctrine,— doing  tlie  duty  of  the 
kirk  as  ncv«r  Highland  minister  did  it  before,— turn- 
in?  sinners  as  a  ojlley  dog  turns  sheep,— a  favourite 
•f  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  drawing  a  stipend  of 
fight  hundred  punds  Scots,  and  four  chalders  of 
•icuial.  Here  was  a  match,  making  up,  in  David's 
luxi  in  a  tenfold  degree,  the  disappointment  in  tlie 
'sokt  of  Dumbiedikes,  in  so  far  as  the  Goodman  of 
St.  .Leonanl's  held  a  powerful  minister  in  much 
peat-r  admiration  than  a  nicre  landed  proprietor, 
itdid  not  occur  to  him,  as  an  additional  reason  in 
bTjiu*  of  the  match,  that  Jcanio  nu^ht  herself  have 
«ome  choice  in  the  matter;  for  the  idea  of  coueulting 
Wfethngd  never  once  en tereii  into  tlie  honest  man's 
Vj^X,  any  more  than  tlie  po;:siiiility  that  her  inclina- 
li'jn  niigiit  perhaps  difUr  from  his  dwii. 
ThcR'Sult  of  his  meditations  was,  Uuithe  was  called 
ipon  to  ukti  the  manai^ementof  tiie  whole  afVair  into 
k:a  own  hand,  and  give,  if  it  should  be  found  possi 
b!e  without  sinful  oompliancn,  or  backshding,  or  de 
Wi^rv  of  any  kind,  a  worthy  postor  to  the  kirk  of 
EniKktarlitie.  Accordingly,  bv  the  intervention  of 
ibe  honest  dealer  in  butter-milk  who  dwelt  in  Lib- 
Urr.im,  David  summoned  to  his  presence  Unnben 
Butler.  Even  from  his  worthy  messenger  he  was 
Doable  to  conceal  certain  swelling  cmot urns  of  dig- 
nity, insomuch,  that,  when  the  carter  had  communi- 
cated his  message  to  the  usher,  ho  added,  tliat"CVr- 
tainly  theGudeman  of  2St.  Leonard's  had  some  grand 
news  to  tell  him,  for  he  was  as  uplifted  as  a  niidden- 
eork  upon  pattens." 

Butler,  it  may  readily  be  conceived, .immediately 
obeyed  the  summons.  His  was  a  plain  character,  in 
which  worth  and  good  sense  and  simplicity  were  the 
^ncbal  ingredients;  but  love,  on  this  occasion, 
pvtf  him  a  certain  dej^ree  of  address.  He  had  rc- 
ou^'cd  an  intimation  of  the  favour  designed  him  by 
ihe  Duke  of  Argyle,  with  what  feelings  those  only 
can  conceive,  who  have  experienced  a  sudden  pros- 
pect of  being  raised  to  independence  an<i  respiict, 
from  penury  and  toil.  He  resolved,  however,  that 
the  ola  man  should  retain  all  theconsequenoes  of  be- 
ing, in  hit  own  opinion,  the  furst  to  communicate 
the  important  intelligence.  At  tnc  same  time,  he 
tin  determined  that  ui  the  expected  conference  he 
would  permit  David  Deans  to  expatiate  at  len^h  upon 
the  proposal,  in  all  its  bearings,  without  irritating 
him  cither  by  interruption  or  contradiction.  This 
lut  plan  was  the  most  prudent  he  could  have  adopted ; 
boraiise.  although  there  were  many  doubts  which 
David  Deans  could  himself  clear  up  to  his  own  satis- 
faction, yet  he  might  have  been  bv  no  means  disposed 
to  accept  the  aolutbn  of  any  other  person ;  and  to 
engage  him  in  an  argument  would  have  been  certain 
10  coafirm  him  at  once  and  for  ever  in  the  opinion 
wh.cH  Butler  chanced  to  impugn. 

He  received  his  friend- with  an  appearance  of  im- 
^rtant  gravity,  which  reaX  miBiortimo  bad  long 
tfmt^ladMm  to  Uyaaide,  Mad  which  bdcmgod  toj 


those  days  of  awful  uithority  in  which  he  predo- 
minated over  Widow  Butler,  and  dictat(.H\  ihe  mode 
of  cultivaluig  the  crofts  at  Beertiheha.  lie  made 
known  to  Reuben  with  great  prolixity  the  prospect  of 
his  changing  his  present  residence  for  the  charge  of 
the  Duke  of  Aruyle*s  stock-1'urm  in  Dunbartonshire, 
and  enumerated  the  various  advantages  of  the  situa- 
tion with  obvious  self-congratulation;  but  assured 
the  patient  hearer,  that  nothing  had  so  much  moved 
him  to  acceptance,  as  the  sense  that,  by  his  ekiU  in 
bestial,  he  could  render  the  moat  important  services 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  to  whom,  "  in  th-i 
lato  unhappy  circumstance,''  Oiere  a  tear  uininied 
the  sparkle  of  pride  in  the  old  mun  s  eye,)  **  he  had 
been  sae  muckle  ohliged." 

"  To  put  a  rude  Hielandman  into  sic  a  charge,"  ho 
continued,  "what  could  bo  expected  Imt  that  he  siild 
be  sic  a  chiefest  herdsman^  as  wicked  Doeg  the 
Kdomitc :  whereas,  while  this  gray  head  i.-s  to  the 
fore  not  a  clute  o'  them  but  sail  be  as  weol  cared  for 
as  if  they  were  the  fatted  kiiie  of  Pharuoh-  And  now, 
Ileuben,  lad,  seeing  wo  maun  remove  our  lent  to  a 
strange  country,  yc  will  be  casting  a  doUfu*  look  after 
us,  and  thinking  with  whom  ye  are  to  hold  councd 
anent  your  government  in  thao  slipper/  and  back- 
.Mliding  times  ;  and  nac  doubt  reiiu-inberin.ij;,  that 
the  auld  man,  David  Deans,  was  maiie  the  ins[ru- 
mcnt  to  bring  you  out  of  the  mire  of  schism  and 
heresy,  wherein  your  father's  house  delighted  to  wal- 
low ;  aften  also,  nae  doubt,  when  ye  are  nresstnl  wi* 
ensnaring  trials  and  tentationsand  heart-plagues,  you, 
that  are  like  a  recruit  that  is  marclung  for  the.  first 
time  to  the  took  of  dnim,  will  miss  the  ai'ld.  bauld,  and 
experienced  veteran  soldier  that  has  felt  the  brunt  of 
mony  a  foul  day.  and  heard  the  bullets  whistle  as  aften 
as  he  has  hairs  left  on  his  auld  pow." 

It  la  very  possible  that  Butler  might  inlcrnolly  bo 
of  opinion  (hat  the  reflection  on  his  ancestor's  pecu- 
liar tenets  might  have  been  sijared,  or  that  he  might 
be  presumptuouf^  enough  even  to  think,  that,  at  his 
vears  and  with  his  own  lights,  he  might  be  able  to 
hold  his  courFO  without  the  pilotage  of  honest  David. 
But  he  only  replitvl,  by  expresping  nis  regret,  that  any 
thing  should  separate  him  from  an  ancient,  tried,  and 
allectionatc  friend. 

"  But  how  ran  it  be  heli>ed,  man  ?"  said  David, 
twisting  his  fraturcs  into  a  sort  of  sniil«'—  "  How  can 
wo  help  it  ?— I  trow  ve  canna  tell  me  that— Ve  maun 
leave  that  to  ither  folk— to  the  Duke  of  Argyle  and 
me,  Reuben.  It*s  a  gude  thing  to  hae  friends  in  this 
warld— how  muckle  better  to  hae  an  interest  bo 
yond  it  •" 

And  David  whose  piety,  though  not  always  quito 
rational,  was  as  sincere  as  it  washa])itual  and  fervent, 
looked  reverentially  upword,an<l  paus.il.  Air.  Butler 
inliniate<l  the  pleasure  with  which  ho  would  receive 
his  friend's  advice  on  a  subject  so  important,  and 
David  resumed. 

"  What  think  ye  now,  Reuben,  of  a  kirk— a  re- 
gular kirk  uiifler  the  present  establishiiwnt'?— Wero 
sic  offered  to  ye,  wad  vc  be  free  to  accrpt  it,  and 
under  whilk  provisions  7—1  am  speaking  but  by  way 
of  query." 

Butler  replied,  "Thai  if  such  a  prospect  wore  held 
out  to  him,  ho  would  probably  first  consult  whether 
he  was  likely  to  be  useful  to  the  parish  he  shouM  be 
called  to ;  arid  if  there  appeared  a  '':ir  pr<ippect  of  his 
proving  BO,  his  friend  must  be  nware,  that,  in  every 
oth'^r  point  of  view,  it  would  be  highly  advantageous 
for  him." 

"Right.  Reuben,  verj'  right,  lau,"  answered  the 
monitor,  your  ain  conscience  is  the  first  thing  to  bo 
satisfied— f(>r  how  sail  ho  teach  others  that  has  him- 
sell  sac  ill  learned  the  Scriptures,  as  to  grip  for  the 
lucre  of  foul  earthly  preferment,  sic  as  ijear  and 
manse,  money  and  victual,  that  which  is  not  his  in  a 
spiritual  sense— or  wha  makes  his  kirk  a  stalking- 
horse,  from  behind  which  he  may  tak  aim  at  his  sti- 
pend 1  But  I  look  for  better  things  of  you— and  spe- 
cially ye  maun  be  minded  not  to  act  altogether  on 
your  am  judgment,  for  therethrough  comes  sair  mis- 
takes, backslidings,  and  dcfectloivss  ow  v,W  WCv.  ^^d. 
on  the  right.   If  incTe  YJeT©  avt  ^^wj  oS.  vtns\  v^\\a 
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may  be  ye  are  giAed  wi*  the  ctmal  tonguefl^  and  those 
whilk  were  spoken  at  Rome,  whilk  is  now  the  seat 
of  scarlet  abomination,  and  by  the  Greeks,  to  whom 
the  gospel  was  as  foolishness,  yet  nae-the-lcss  ye  may 
be  entreated  by  your  weel- wisher  to  take  the  counsel 
of  those  prudent  and  resolved  and  weather-with- 
standing professors,  wha  hae  kend  what  it  was  to 
-^urk  on  hanks  and  in  mosses,  in  bogs  and  in  caverns, 
and  to  risk  the  peril  of  the  head  rather  than  renunce 
the  honesty  of  the  heart" 

Butler  replied,  "  That  certainly,  possessing  such  a 
friend  as  he  hoped  and  trusted  he  had  in  thegoodman 
himself,  who  had  eeea  so  many  changes  in  the  pre- 
ceding century,  he  should  be  much  to  blame  it  he 
did  not  avail  himself  of  his  experience  and  friendly 
counsel." 

*'  Eneugh  said— eneugh  said,  Reuben,"  said  David 
Deans,  with  internal  exultation:  "and  say  that  ye 
were  in  the  predicament  whereot  I  hae  spoken,  of  a 
surety  I  would  deem  it  my  duty  to  gang  to  the  root  o' 
the  matter,  and  lay  bare  to  you  the  ulcers  and  im- 
posthumes,  and  the  sores  and  the  leprosies,  of  this 
our  time,  crying  aloud  and  sparing  not." 

David  Deans  was  now  in  his  element  He  com- 
menced his  examination  of  the  doctrines  and  belief 
of  the  Christian  Church  with  the  very  Culdees,  from 
whom  he  passed  to  John  Knox,— from  John  Knox  to 
the  recusants  in  James  the  Sixth's  time,— Bruc& 
Black,  Blair.  Livingstone,— from  them  to  the  brief, 
and  at  length  triumphant  period  of  the  presbyterian 
church'^  splendour,  until  it  was  overrun  by  the  Eng- 
lish ihuependcnts.  Then  followed  the  dismal  times 
of  prelacy,  the  indulgences,  seven  in  number,  with  all 
their  shades  and  bearings,  until  he  arrived  at  the  reign 
of  Kkig  James  the  Second,  in  which  he  himself  had 
been,  in  his  own  mind,  neither  an  obscure  actor  nor 
an  obscure  sufferer.  Then  was  Butler  doomed  to 
hear  the  most  detailed  and  annotated  edition  of  what 
lie  had  so  often  heard  before— David  Deans's confine- 
ment, naniely,  in  the  iron  cage  in  the  Canongate 
lT>lbooth,  and  the  cause  thereof. 

We  should  be  very  unjust  to  our  friend  David 
Deans,  if  we  should  "pretermit,"  to  use  his  own 
expression,  a  narrative  which  he  held  essential  to 
his  fame.  A  drunken  trooper  of  the  Royal  Guards, 
Francis  Gordon  by  name,  had  chafed  five  or  six  of 
the  skulking  Whigs,  among  whom  was  our  friend 
David ;  and  after  he  had  compelled  them  to  stand, 
and  was  in  the  act  of  brawling  with  them,  one  of 
their  number  fired  a  pocket-pistol,  and  shot  him  dead. 
David  us£m1  to  sneer  and  shalce  his  head  when  any  one 
askal  him  whether  Ac  had  been  the  instrument  of  re- 
moving this  wicked  persecutor  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  In  fact  the  merit  of  the  deed  lay  between  him 
and  his  friend,  Patrick  Walker,  the  pedler,  whose 
works  he  was  so  fond  of  quoting.  Neither  of  them 
cared  directly  to  claim  the  merit  of  silencing  Mr. 
Francis  Gordon  of  the  Life-Guards,  there  being  some 
wild  cousins  of  his  about  Edinburgh,  who  might  have 
oeen  even  yet  addicted  to  revenge,  but  yet  neither  of 
them  chose  to  disown  or  yield  to  the  other  the  merit 
of  this  active  defence  of  their  religious  rites.  David 
said,  that  if  he  had  fired  a  pistol  then,  it  was  what 
he  never  did  after  or  before.  And  as  for  Mr.  Patrick 
Walker,  he  has  left  it  upon  record,  that  his  great  sur- 
prise was,  that  so  small  a  pistol  could  kill  so  big  a 
man.  These  are  the  words  of  that  venerable  biogra- 
pher, whose  trade  had  not  taught  him  by  experience, 
that  an  inch  was  as  ^ood  as  an  ell.  "  He"  (Francis 
Gordon)  "got  a  shot  in  his  head  out  of  a  pocket-pis- 
tol^  rather  fit  for  diverting  a  boy  than  killing  such  a 
furious,  mad,  brisk  man,  which  notwithstanding 
kdled  him  dead  !"♦ 

•  Thi»  rxploit  aeema  to  have  been  one  in  which  Patrick 
Walkpr  prided  himself  not  a  little ;  and  there  is  reason  to  fear, 
that  thatcxcoilont  vNirson  would  have  highly  resented  theatti>mi)t 
to  associate  anotlinr  wlUi  him,  in  the  slaughter  of  a  Kind's  Life* 
Guardsman.  Indeed,  he  would  have  had  the  more  rifht  to  be 
«flbndod  at  losing  any  shore  of  tlie  glory,  since  the  party  ag&inst 
Gordon  was  already  throe  to  one,  besides  having  the  advantage 
m  fire  arms.  Tne  manner  in  which  he  vindicates  his  claim  to 
(h«  e)r;;'i'*it  without  committing  hintself  by  a  direct  itatement 
if  it,  is  not  0  little  amusing.    It  is  Ojs  follows  ;— 

"I  shall  five  a  brief  and  true  account  of  that  roan's  death, 

•vf^ct)  1  di(f  not  design  to  do  while  I  was  upon  the  stage  ;  I  re- 

*   iDdoM,  (if  it  bo  the  Lord  s  will,)  to  laav*  a  iwire  AiU 


Upon  the  extensive  foimdidon  which  the  hisiOTT 
of  the  kirk  afforded,  during  its  shortlived  triumph  aM 
long  tribulation,  David,  with  length  of  breath  and  of 
narrative,  which  would  have  astounded  any  one  but 
a  lover  of  his  daughter,  proceeded  to  lay  down  hia  o^va 
rules  for  guiding  the  conscience  of  his  friend,  as  an 
aspirant  to  serve  in  the  ministry.  Upon  this  subject, 
the  good  man  went  througli  such  a  variety  of  nice  ana 
casuistical  problems,  supposed  so  many  extreme  case  a, 
made  the  distinctions  so  critical  and  nice  betwixt  the 
right-hand  and  the  left-hand— bet wij^t  compliance 
and  defection—holding  back  and  stepping  aside — 
slipping  and  stumbling— snares  and  errors— that  at 
leng[th,  after  having  limited  the  path  of  truth  to 
(,hc 
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mathematical  line, lie  was  brought  to  the  broad  ad- 
mission, that  each  man's  conscience,  after  he  had 
,  Jned  a  certain  view  of  the  difficult  navigation  which 
le  was  to  encounter,  would  be  the  best  guide  for  bis 
pilotage.  He  stated  the  examples  and  arguments  for 
and  against  the  acceptance  of  a  kirk  on  the  present 
revolution  model,  with  much  more  impartiality  to 
Butler  than  ho  had  been  able  to  place  them  before  hia 
own  view.  And  he  concluded,  that  his  young  frigid 
ought  to  think  upon  these  things,  and  Be  guidod  bf 
the  voice  of  his  own  conscience,  whether  he  could 
take  such  an  awful  trust  as  the  charge  of  souls,  with- 
out doing  ihJury  to  his  own  internal  conviction  of 
what  is  riglit  or  wrong. 

When  Oavid  had  finished  his  very  long  harani^iM^ 
which  was  only  interrupted  by  monosyllables,  or  lit- 
tle more,  on  the  part*  of  Butler,  the  orator  nimself 
was  greatly  astonished  to  find  that  the  concliision. 
at  which  he  very  naturally  wished  to  arrive,  seemed 
much  less  decisively  attained  than  when  he  bad  ar- 
gued the  case  in  his  own  mind. 

In  this  particular,  David's  current  of  thinking  and 
speaking  onl^  illustrated  the  very  important  and  ge- 
neral proposition,  concerning  the  excellence  of  tne 
publicity  of  debate.  For,  under  the  influence  of  any 
partial  feeling,  it  is  certain,  that  most  men  can  more 
easily  reconcile  themselves  to  any  favourite  mcaaure^ 

account  of  that  and  many  other  remarkable  steps  of  tlie  Lord'p 
dispenwitions  towards  me  through  my  li(b.  It  was  thmi  coaft. 
monly  said,  Uint  Francis  Gordon  was  a  volunteer  out  of  widr 
edness  of  principles,  and  could  not  stay  with  the  troop,  but  wof 
still  raging  and  ranging  tp  catch  hiding  sufTcring  peopleu 
Meldrum  and  Airly's  troops,  lying  at  Lanark  upon  the  first  dn* 
of  March,  1689,  Mr.  Gordon  and  anoUier  wicked  comrade,  wits 
their  two  servants  and  (bar  horses,  come  to  Kilcaigow,  tw« 
miles  from  Lanark,  aoarchiof  for  William  Caigow  and  others 
under  hidinr. 

"  Mr.  Gordon,  rambling  throogh  the  town.  ofKred  to  abuae  th* 
women.  At  nicht.  they  came  a  mile  further  to  the  EasierSaal, 
to  Robert  Muir's,  lie  being  also  under  hi.iing.  Oorilon's  com* 
radc  and  the  two  servants  wdnt  to  bed,  but  he  could  sleep  non«, 
roaring  all  night  for  women.  When  day  came,  ho  took  onlf 
his  sword  in  his  hand,  and  came  to  Moss-platt,  and  loine  new 
men  (who  liad  been  in  the  fields  all  night)  seeing  him.  they  flo^L 
and  he  punnied.  James  Wil«on,  Thomas  Young,  and  myself 
,hii-:i-it  Wn  ill  ft  5IJ-  f''  ■"  ri  :•  ---■  '\-  ^  .<■:■■  ;..  ^',^ 
me 
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■  ii.' ,•  fid  rnir-i]i.i!  '(.I'll.    'I  til  "'.    rinnh  iif       Jli.."!..!,  V'iiiiiiii|i 

'!-  loll*?  If.'  JjiiiK.'d  ^^'iIji'hfi  liiinf,  '  llikrr  i^imll  t»"i  f-.-,  Imt  »% 
I'  T'liii  ijlirBt^lv'/*.'  TIh cnjil,  '  llkut  ("lUkiT hft  ir  H n  iFintiy  ^ 
niK^v/  Hi"  hmi  htri  Awunl  fkirJiiiMlf  tlirL>w  .7Mi)Li<i  Wilsmi^ 
JjiTtit^i  tip^  upon  liirti.  biK  rrii»«<nl  him.  A.lf  Lliin  Unr^ 
hifnn  Untoni  r  H*'^*i\  n  «f«ni  m  5ii»,  u^'h^  -iti'  c>r  fij*ort#i 
'.  mUier  fit  for  rfivrrtnii  h  I-''   ;■  ■    ■  ► K.Mff% 

:r:iik    timn,    Whmh,    (ini'.^i'i  •'    fmn   rlrinl, 

"iiri^T-fliil  WjtJiam  CaJji>i«  .^ifc  .  .   ■  :.rii..    !<<>   l^^ 

■  ■•|^l.:t^[^tl  hroi  /br  p^ipwr*,  iuui  i'-' i ^^ji.H  nl  bt^^l^f* 

Nir<^  eiu^■l^  tui  kiJt  or  tntco.  1  i^ry  ii  nil  m  r'n^t'r'-  Itt 
'.'i*ooio  t^nrish  b<}ok«  ni^d  bottr*!  of  money ,  li  itN  nun  Ar^^^ 
im:1i  n  poormnn  loijt  otf  tW  grirxmd  ^  all  wIm^Jp  wi^  ti«t 
in  '.1^  ;H^.ck<'t  ntnity  Tliiu,  bo  wa4  fmir  nfiliei  rn  rn  {.Anailh 
an  I  '•  -nf  n  inl'f?  frurn  hii  c^itnniLfa,  atmldnf  UU  own  ■I'^tlt^  9^ 
And  Atr  a»  mmU  &d  wo  ltCLH>  LfHun  cOrt^nrMin'*!  tut  thit 
I  ni'Viir  we  Ijciw  tiny  one  rouid  coail^mnua  fhnt  hiiciwaof 
sell  1:'  i'i'ticx>.  wIiiiTh  tlie  laws  txiih  of  God  ami  natiini  atk^w  It 
evi  'V  iTCJiDire  For  my  untt  ritrt,  my  hcarf  ni-vvr  hhuMi  nf 
for  1 !  I  *  When  }  uiw  hi*  blood  ruji,  1  m  I'ht'El  ib*t  atl  Uk«  btmiil 
of  II"  F.^nCs  *iai(id  and  arrowed  ew^jnat^i  in  &^ntt:»fiHl  hfirt  tt^ra 
in  hi^  '.■•'\ttf,  U^vpngiTEjcti  •  cfoamll  ami  D|tr<orriiiiiFy,  1  wunilj 
hn.  I  ti  i<iii:'jnTl  to  havff  leiHt  ft  nil  g^nti^  out  wjtii  n  jmh^  1  Ufft 
mf'-y  Mmif*  wondered  at  Iho  gr^t^r  jiart.  of  ttii^  iU4lii|.|E(!4|,  |nilf#* 
wi'i.  niij]iiil>'n  and  (HDfDioKjr*  in  umt  limu,  who  ttrjtilri  taeia 
no  ■  fif  murilRT,  i/thfrn  ooe  «f  Ihttsp  cnFinifii  hnd  rwmi  kt1l«Ami 
in  '-  ir  "wn  doffncf^,  lhA.n  of  iwt'nty  of  om  bcinf  murdtivdj  Jhp 
Uu  ui  .NoM!  of  iliina  mfn  nrvHtnit  wwt  ehaJ^enfvil  juf  ilii#|iiM 
ni)-  'I  ThonMi*  VcFiin?  U^f-'n^ttir  tiiffhn4  at  MikHIKmh  dttt 
ws  '  II  1  r1taEl{:r.irvt}  (m  t4ils;  lU)bffrMi|jT  wMLthaish^d  1  JuMf 

Ws iy**d  \\i^mmm^^\Ji:(i9mwtd^  *\wn\  m  mm 

Caiiuut^.Lc  TulbuoUi,  ill  Mm  tHviamnr  oftfl^    Ht.  WiidnHi 
'    wAwaajvillwlUiBtinanjiliiatOfkiaciA^'^ 
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when  agitating  h  in  their  own  mind,  than  when 
obliged  to  expose  its  merits  to  a  third  party,  when 
the  necessity  of  seerainR  impartial  procures  for  the  op- 
posite arguments  a  much  more  fair  statement  than 
that  which  he  aflfords  it  in  tacit  meditation.  Haring 
finished  what  he  had  to  say,  David  thonzht  himself 
obliged  to  be  more  expUcit  in  point  of  fact,  and  to 
explain  that  this  was  no.  hypothetical  case,  but  one 
on  which  (by  his  own  influence  and  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Argyle)  Reuben  Butler  would  soon  be  called  to 
decide. 

It  was  even  with  something  like  appreh^sion  that 
Da>Td  Deans  heard  Butler  announce,  in  return  to 
this  communication,  that  he  would  take  that  nii^ht 
to  consider  on  what  be  had  said  with  such  kind  m- 
t^ntions,  and  return  him  an  answer  the  next  mom- 
ia^.  The  feehngs  of  the  father  mastered  David  on 
this  occasion.  He  pressed  Butler  to  spend  the  even- 
ing with  him — He  produced,  most  unusual  at  his 
meals,  on&  nay,  two  bottles  of  aged  strong  ale. — He 
fjwke  of  his  daughter— of  her  merits— ner  honse- 
wifery— her  thrift — her  affection.  He  led  Butler  so 
decidedly  up  to  a  declaration  of  his  feelings  towards 
J«nic,  that,  before  night-fall,  it  was  distinctly  un- 
derstood she  was  to  be  the  bnde  of  Reuben  Butler: 
and  if  they  thouftht  it  indelicate  to  abridge  the  period 
of  deliberation  which  Reuben  had  stipulated,  it  seem- 
ed to  be  sufficiently  understood  betwixt  them,  that 
there  was  a  strong  probability  of  his  becoming  mi- 
nuter of  Knocktarlitie,  providing  the  congregation 
vere  as  willing  to  accept  of  him,  as  the  Duke  to 
srant  him  the  presentation.  The  matter  of  the  oaths, 
they  agreed,  it  was  time  enough  to  dispute  abouti 
whenever  the  shibboleth  should  be  tendered. 

Many  arrangements  were  adopted  that  evening, 
which  were  aiterwards  ripened  by 'correspondence 
whh  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  man  of  business,  who  in- 
imsted  Deans  and  Butler  with  the  benevolent  wish 
>f  his  principal,  that  they  should  all  meet  with  Jeanie, 
I  Ml  her  return  n^m  England,  at  the  Duke's  hunting- 
I   ndge  in  Roseneath. 

This  retrospect,  so  far  as  the  plaoid  loves  of  Jeanie 
D^Mna  and  Reuben  Butler  are  concerned^  forms  a 
bl!  explanation  of  the  preceding  narratrve  up  to 
fteir  meeting  on  the  island  as  already  mentionel. 


CHAPTER    XLIV. 

"1  come,"  h«  m\A,  "  my  love,  my  lift, 

And— nature's  dearest  name— my  wifet 

Thy  fttttier'a  hooce  and  (Viendi  retif  n. 

My  home,  my  friend*,  my  eire,  are  Uiine."— LooaM. 

Thx  meeting  of  Jeanie  and  Butler,  under  circum- 

f|«nee8  promising  to  crown  an  affection  so  long  de- 

"Jed,  was  rather  affectini'  from  its  simple  sincerity 

[JM  from  its  uncommon  vehemence  of  feehng.  David 

J|«n8,  whose  practice  was  sometimes  n  little  difK^ent 

aom  his  theory,  appalled  them  at  fwst,  by  giving  them 

w  opinion  of  sundry  of  the  sufiering  preachers  and 

Jhampions  of  his  younger  days,  that  marriage,  though 

«>aourabm>y  ^®  l^wa  of  Scripture,  was  yet  a  state 

•Ter-rashljr  coveted  by  professors,  and  specially  by 

f^^^  minister&  whose  desire,  he  said,  was  at  whiles 

joo  inordinate  for  kirks,  sppends,  and  wives,  which 

Jw  frequently  occasioned  over-ready  compUance  with 

^  genieral  Refections  of  the  times.    He  endeavoured 

Pwake  them  aware  also,  that  hasty  wedlock  had 

TO^  the  bane  of  many  a  savoury  professor— that  the 

JjWievmg  wife  had  too  often  reversed  the  text,  and 

l^eTted  the  believing  hu  sbandthat  when  the  famous 

wnald  Cargill,  being  then  hiding  in  Lee- Wood,  in 

JuJ'wsshire,  it  being  killing-time,  did,  upon  importu- 

Jtf,  marry  Robert  Marshal  of  Starry  Shaw,  he  had 

J»U8  expressed  himself:  "  What  hath  indnc«i  Robert 

Jv^^WTv  *"**  woman  1  her  ill  will  overcome  his  good 

^j^^,*^^^  keep  the  way  long— his  thriving  days 

we  tone."    Tb  the  sad  accomplishment  of  which 

5™w«cy  Davki  said  he  was  himself  a  liiring  witness, 

to«»^M?  *'*"**«Ji  having  fallen  iirto  foul  compH- 

Sto?  T  I-  *^®  c'iemy,  went  homo,  and  heard  the  cu- 

"ri^^uned  into  other  steps  of  defection,  and  be- 

z™J  ngntly  esteemed.  Indeed,  he  observed,  that  the 

J^Jwnholders  of  the   standard,  Carcill,   Peden, 

*viien>Q,  ind  Eeowick,  had  less  delight  in  tviog  the 


bonds  of  matrimony  than  m  any  othei  piece  of  their 
ministerial  workj  and  although  they  would  neithet 
dissuade  the  parties,  nor  refuse  their  office,  thev  con 
sidered  the  being  called  to  it  as  an  evidence  or  indif- 
ference^ on  the  part  of  those  between  whom  it  was 
solemnked,  to  the.  many  grievous  things  of  the  day. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  that  marriage  was  a  snare 
unto  many.  David  was  of  opinion  (as,  indeed,  bo 
had  showed  m  his  practice)  tliat  it  was  in  itself 
honourable,  espeeially  if  times  wei^e  such  that  honest 
men  could  be  secure  against  being  shot,  hanged,  or 
banished,  aiid  had  ane  cotnpetent  livelihood  to  mahi- 
tain  themselves  and  those  that  might  come  after 
them.  "  And,  therefore,"  as  he  concluded  something 
abruptly,  addressing  Jeanie  and  Butler,  who,  with  faces 
as  hii^-coloured  as  crimson,  had  been  listening  to  hiJB 
lengtnened  argument  for  and  against  the  holy  state 
of  matrimony,  **  I  will  leave  ye  to  your  ain  cracks." 

As  their  pnvate  conversation,  however  inferesting 
to  themselves,  might  probably  oe  very  little  so  to' the 
reader,  so  far  as  it  respected  their  present  feelings  and 
fiitui^  prospects,  we  shall  pass  it  over,  and  only  men- 
tion the  information  which  Jeanie  received  from  But- 
ler concerning  her  sister's  elopement,  which  contained 
many  particulars  that  she  had  been  imable  to  extract 
from  her  father. 

Jeanie  learned,  therefore,  that,  for  three  days  after 
her  pardon  had  arrived,  Effie  had  been  the  inmate  df 
her  father's  house  at  St.  Leonard's— that  the  inter- 
views betwixt  David  and  his  erring  child,  which  had 
taken  place  before  she  was  liberated  from  prison,  had 
been  touching  in  the  extreme ;  but  Butler  could  not 
suppress  his  opinion,  that,  when  he  was  freed  from 
the  apprehension  of  losing  her  in  a  manner  so  horri  ■ 
ble,  her  father  had  tightened  the  bands  of  discipline^ 
so  as,  in  some  degree,  to  gall  the  feelings  and  aggra- 
vate the  irritability  of  a  spuit  naturally  impatient  and 
petulant,  and  now  doubly  so  from  the  SAnse  of  merited 
disgrace.  / 

On  the  third  nij^t,  Effie  dispppeared  from  St. 
Leonard's,  leaving  no  intimation  whatever  of  th« 
route  she  had  taken.  Butler,  however,  set  out  in  pur- 
suit of  her,  and  with  much  trouble  trac^  her  towards 
a  little  landing-place,  formed  by  a  small  brook  which 
enters  the  sea  betwixt  Musselburgh  and  Edinburgh. 
This  place,  which  has  been  since  made  into  a  sndall 
harbour^  surrounded  by  many  villas  and  lodging- 
houses,  IS  now  termed  Portobello.  At  this  time  it  was 
surrounded  by  a  waste  common,  covered  with  fiince, 
and  unfrequented,  save  by  fishing-boats,  and  now  and 
then  a  smuggling  lugger.  A  vessel  of  this  description  ■ 
had  been  hovering  in  the  Frith  at  the  time  of  Effie's 
elopement,  ifhd  as  Butler  ascertained,  a  boat  had 
come  ashore  in  the  evening  on  which  the  fugitive  had 
disappeared,  and  had,  earned  on  board  a  ficmale.  As 
the  vessel  made  sail  immediately,  and  landed  no  part 
>  of  their  carga  there  seemed  little  doubt  that  they 
were  accomplices  of  the  notorious  Robertson,  and 
that  the  vessel  had  only  come  into  the  Frith  to  carry 
off  his  paramour. 

This  was  made  clear  by  a  letter  which  Butler  him- 
self soon  afterwards  nsceived  by  post,  signed  E.  D., 
but  without  bearing  any  date  of  place  or  time.  It  waa 
miserablv  ill  written  and  spelt ;  sea-sickness  .having 
apparently  akied  the  derangement  of  Effie's  very 
irregular  orthography  and  mode  of  expression.  In  this 
epistle,  however,  as  m  all  that  that  unfortunate  girl  ^ 
said  or  did,  there  was  something  to  praise  as  wellHta 
to  blame.  She  said  in  her  letter,  *^Thal  she  could 
not  endure  that  her  father  and  her  sister  shouM  go 
into  banishment,  or  be  partaken  of  her  shame— that 
if  her  burden  was  a  heavy  one^  it  was  of  her  own 
binding,  and  she  had  the  more  right  to  bear  it  alomt. 
—that  m  future  they  could  not  be  a  comfort  to  hot, 
or  she  to  them,  since  every  look  and  word  of  her 
father  put  her  in  mind  of  her  transgression,  and  was 
like  to  drive  her  mad,— that  she  had  nearly  lost  her 
judgment  during  the  three  days  she  was  at  St  Leon- 
ard's—her  father  meant  weelbyher,  and  all  men,  but 
he  did  not  know  the  dreadful  pain  he  gave  her  in  cast* 
ing  up  her  sins.  If  Jeanie  had  been  at  hame,  it  nughc 
hae  dime  better— Jeanie  was  ane,  like  the  angels  m^ 
heaven,  that  rather  weep  for  sinners,  than  reckon 
their  transgressions.  Bat  she  ibould  never  see  Joanii 
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ony  msir,  and  that  wm  the  thou^t  that  gave  her  the 
sairest  heart  of  a'  that  bad  come  and  gaiie  x^t  On 
her  bended  knees  would  ahe  pray  for  Jeanie,  night 
and  day,  baith  for  what  ahe  had  aone,  and  what  she 
had  scorned  to  do,  in  her  behalf;  for  what  a  thought 
would  it  have  been  to  her  at  that  moment  o'  time,  if 
that  upright  creature  had  made  a  fault  to  save  her  I 
She  desired  her  father  would  give  Jeanie  a'  the  gear— 
her  ain  (t.  e.  Effie's)  mother's  and  a'— She  had  made 
a  deed,  jBfiving  up  her  rig^t.  and  it  was  in  Mr.  Novit's 
hand— Warlors  gear  was  henceforward  the  least  of 
her  care,  nor  was  it  likely  to  be  muckle  her  mister- 
She  hoped  this  would  make  it  easy  for  her  sister  to  set- 
tle ;"  and  immediately  after  this  expression,  she  wish- 
ed Butler  himself  all  good  things  in  return  for  his 
kinfiness  to  her.  "  For  herself;"  bhe  said, "  she  kend 
her  lot  would  be  a  waesome  ane,  but  it  was  of  her 
owa  framing,  sae  she  desired  the  less  pity.  But,  for 
her  friends*  satisfaction,  she  wished  them  to  know 
tHat  she  was  gaun  nae  ill  gate— diat  they  who  had 
done  her  maist  wrong  were  now  willing  to  do  her 
what  justice  was  in  their  power ;  ami  she  would,  in 
some  warldly  re«;>ects,  be  far  better  off  than  she  de- 
served. But  she  desired  her  fiamily  to  remain  satisfied 
wiih  this  assurance,  and  give  themselves  no  trouble 
m  making  further  inquiries  after  her." 

To  David  Deans  and  to  Butler  this  letter  gave  very 
little  comfort ;  for  what  was  to  be  expected  from  this 
unfortunate  gurl's  uniting  her  fate  to  that  of  a  charac- 
ter so  notorious  as  Robertson,  who  they  readily  guess- 
ed was  alluded  to  in  the  last  sentence,  exceptmg  that 
she  should  become  the  partner  and  victim  of  his  future 
crimes.  Jeanie,  who  knew  George  Staunton's  cha- 
racter and  real  rank,  saw  her  sister's  situation  under  a 
ray  of  better  hope.  She  augured  well  of  the  haste 
he  had  shown  to  reclaim  his  mterest  in  Effie,  and  she 
trusted  he  had  made  her  his  wife.  If  so,  it  seemed 
unpiobable  that,  with  his  expected  fortune,  and 
hi^Ii  connexions,  he  should  again  resume  the  life  of 
cnminal  adventure  which  he  had  led,  especially  since, 

a  matters  stood,  his  life  depended  upon  his  keeping 
liis  own  secret,  which  could  only  be  done  by  an  entire 
change  of  his  habits,  and  particularly  by  avoiding  all 
those  who  had  known  the  hen-  of  Willingham  under 
the  character  of  the  audacwuSi  criminal,  and  con- 
demned Robertson. 

She  thought  it  most  likely  thnt  the  couple  would  go 
abroad  for  a  few  veara,  end  not  return  to  Elngland 
mitil  the  affair  or  Porteous  was  totally  forgotten. 
Jeanie,  therefore,  saw  more  hopes  for  her  sister  than 
Butler  or  her  father  had  been  able  to  perceive ;  but 
she  was  not  at  liberty  to  impart  the  comfort  which 
she  felt  in  believing  that  she  would  b^  secure  from 
the  pressure  of  poverty,  and  in  little  risk  of  being 
seduced  into  the ,  paths  of  guilt.  She  could  not 
have  explained  this  without  making  pubUc  what  it 
was  essentially  necessary  for  Effie's  chance  of  com- 
fort to  conceal,  the  klentity,  namely,  of  George  Staun- 
ton and  Greorge  Robertson.  After  all,  it  was  dreadful 
to  think  that  Effie  had  united  herself  to  a  man  con- 
demned for  felony,  and  liable  to  trial  for  murder, 
whatever  might  be  nis  rank  in. life,  and  the  degree  of 
his  repentance.  Besides,  it  was  melancholy  to  re- 
flect, that,  she  herself  being  in  possession  of  the 
whole  dreadful  secret,  it  was  most  probable  he  would, 
out  of  regard  to  his  own  feelings,  and  fear  for  his 
■afety,  'never  again  permit  her  to  see  poor  Eflie.  Af- 
ter perusing  and  re-perusing  her  sister's  valedictory 
letter,  she  gave  ease  to  her  feelings  in  a  flood  of  tears, 
which  Butler  in  vain  endeavour^  to  check  by  every 
soothing  attentM>n  in  his  power.  She  was  obUgeo, 
however,  at  length  to  look  up  and  wipe  her  eyes,  for 
her  father^  thinking  he  had  allowed  the  lovers  time 
enough  for  conference,  was  now  advancing  towards 
them  from  the  Lodge,  accompanied  by  the  Captain 
Tt  Knockdimder.  or,  as  his  friends  called  him  for 
brevity's  sake^  Duncan  Knock,  a  title  which  some 
youthful  exploiu  had  rendered  peculiarly  appropriate. 

This  Duncan  of  Knockdunder  was  a  person  of 
first-rate  importance  in  the  island  of  Roseneath,  and 
the  continental  parishes  of  Knocktarlitie,  Kilmun, 
and  so  forth ;  nay,  his  influence  extended  as  far  as 
Cowal,  where,  however,  it  was  obscured  by  that 
^  another  factoc   The  Tower  of  Knockdunftor  atill 
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occupies,  wit£  its  reroams,  a  cliff  orerhanfzrm^  thm 
Holy  Loc.'i.  Duncan  swore  it  had  been  a  royal  cat- 
tle ;  if  so,  it  was  one  of  the  smallest,  the  space  -vvithin 
only  forming  a  square  of  sixteen  feet,  and  beariM 
therefore  a  ridiculous  proportion  to  the  thickness  oi 
the  walls,  which  was  ten  feet  at  least.  Surh  as  it 
was,  however,  it  had  long  given  the  title  of  Capfairr, 
equivalent  to  that  of  Chatdlain,  to  the  nncvfttorn  <ti 
Duncan,  who  were  retainers  of  the  house  of  Ar^yh', 
and  held  a  hereditary  jurisdiction  under  them,  of  lit  tie 
extent  indeed,  but  which  had  great  constqiirnre  in 
their  own  eyes,  and  was  usually  administered  v«itii  a 
vigour  somewhat  beyond  the  law. 

The  present  representative  of  that  ancient  fnmilj 
was  a  stout  short  man  about  fifty,  whose  plrasun.^  rt 
was  to  unite  in  his  own  person  the  dress  of  the  Hwrli- 
lands  and  Lowlands,  wearing  on  his  bead  a  black  ti€^ 
wig,  surmounted  by  a  fierce  cocked-hat  deeply  ^lartf- 
ed  with  gold  lace,  while  the  rest  of  his  dress  consisted 
of  the  plaid  and  philaheg.  Duncan  superintondod  a 
district  which  was  partly  Highland,  partly  Lowland, 
a.id  therefore  might  be  supposed  to  combine  thrir  na- 
tional habits,  intorder  to  snow  his  impartiality  to  Tro- 
jan or  TVrian.  The  incongruity,  however.  h»d  a 
whimsical  and  ludicrous  effect,  as  it  made  his  hend 
and  body  look  as  if  belonging  to  different  individtials  ; 
or,  as  some  one  said  who  had  seen  the  exenuions  of 
the  insurgent  prisoners  in  1715,  it  seemed  a?  if  »onia 
Jacobite  enchanter,  having  recalled  the  sufferers  to 
life,  had  clapped,  in  his  haste,  an  Englishman's  hcnd 
on  a  Highlander's  body.  To  finish  the  portrait,  the 
bearing  of  the  gracious  Duncan  was  brief,  bluff,  and 
conseouential,  and  the  un^'ard  turn  of  his  short  cop- 
per-coloured nose  indicated  that  he  was  somewhat 
addicted  to  wrath  and  usquebaugh. 

When  this  dignitary  had  advanced  np  to  Butler  and 
to  Jeanie,  "  I  take  the  freedom,  Mr.  D^ans,"  he  said, 
in  a  very  consequential  manner,  "to  salute  your 
daughter,  whilk  I  presume  this  young -lass  to  he— I 
kiss  every  pretty  girl  that  comes  to  Roseneath,  in  vir- 
tue of  my  office."  Having  made  this  gallant  speech, 
he  took  out  his  quid,  saluted  Jeanie  with  a  hearty 
smack,  and  bade  her  welcome  to  Argyle's  country. 
Then  addressing  Butler,  he  said,  "Ye  maun  gang 
ower  and  meet  the  carle  ministers  yonder  the  mom^ 
for  they  will  want  to  do  your  iob,  and  synd  it  down 
with  usquebaugh  doubtless— iliey  seldom  make  dry 
wark  in  this  kmtra," 

"  And  the  Laird,"— said  David  Deans,  addressing 
Butler  in  further  explanation,— 

"  The  Captain,  man,"  interrupted  Duncan;  "folk 
winna  ken  wha  ye  ore  speaking  aboot,  unless  ye  |^ 
shentlemens  their  proper  title." 

"  The  Captain,  then,"  said  David,  "  assures  me  that 
the  call  is  unanhnous  on  the  part  of  the  parishionera 
—a  real  harmonious  call,  Reuben." 

"  I  pelieve,"  said  Duncan.  "  It  was- as  harmomous 
as  could  pe  expected,  when  the  tae  half  o*  the  bodies 
were  clavering  Sassenach,  and  the  t'other  skirling 
GraeUc,  hke  sea-maws  and  clack -ceese  before  a  storm. 
Ane  wad  hae  needed  the  gift  of  tongues  to  ken  pre- 
ceesely  what  they  said— but  I  pelieve  the  best  end  of 
it  was,  '  Long  hve  MacCullummore  and  Knockdun- 
der !'— and  as  to  its  being  a  unanimous  call,  I  wad 
be  glad  to  ken  fat  business  the  carles  have  to  call 
ony  thing  or  ony  body  but  what  the  Duke  and  mysell 
likes?" 

"  JVeverthelesa,"  said  Mr.  Butler,  "  if  any  of  the  pa- 
rishioners have  any  scruples,  which  sometimes  hap 
pen  in  the  mind  of  sincere  professors,  I  should  be 
happy  of  an  opportunity  of  trying  to  remove" ; 

"Never  fosh  yourpeard  about  it,  man,"  interrupted 
Duncan  Knock—"  Leave  it  a*  to  me.— Scrupte  I  deil 
aneo'  them  has  been  bred  up  to  scruple  ony  thing  that 
they're  bidden  to  do.  And  if  sk;  a  thing  suldx happen 
as  ye  speak  o',  ye  sail  see  the  sincere  prcffessor, 
as  ye  ca'  him,  towed  at  the  stem  of  my  boat  for  a 
few  furionga.  I'll  try  if  the  water  of  the  Haly  Loch 
winna  wash  off  acmples  as  weel  aa  fleas— Cot 
tam  I" 

The  rest  of  Duncan^a  threat  was  fost  in  a  growling 
gurgling  sort  of  sound,  which  he  made  in  his  throat, 
and'^which  menaced  recusants  with  no  gentle  means 
of  conversion.    David  Deans  would  oertamiv  hart 
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leiTeii  battle  in  delenee  of  fhe  right  of  the  Christiaii 
eongregBtkm  to  be  consulted  in  the  choice  of  their 
•WD  pastor,  which^  in  his  estimation,  was  one  of  the 
choicest  and  most  inalienable  of  their  pririleises ;  but 
he  had  amn  engaged  in  close  conversation  with 
Jetnie,  and,  with  more  interest  than  he  was  in  use  to 
take  in  afTairs  foreign  alike  to  his  occm>ation  and  to 
h)3  rei*zioiis  tenets;  was  inquiring  into  the  partioolara 
of  her  London  journey.  This  was,  perhaps,  fortunate 
(or  the  new-formed  friendship  betwixt  him  and  the 
Captain  of  Knockdunder,  which  rested,  in  David's 
esumation,  upon  the  prooih  he  had  given  of  his  skill 
in  managing  stock ;  but,  in  reality,  upon  the  special 
charge  transmitted  to  Duncan  from  the  Duke  and  his 
agent^  to  behaye  with  the  utmost  attention  to  Deans 
and  his  family. 

"  And  now,  airs,"  said  Duncan  iji  a  commandmg 
tone,  **  I  am  to  pray  ye  a'  to  come  m  to  your  supper, 
(or  yonder  is  Mr.  Archibald  half  famished,  and  a  Saxon 
woman,  that  looks  as  if  her  een  were  fleeing  out  o' 
her  head  wi'  fear  and  wonder,  as  if  she  had  never  seen 
a  shentleman  in  a  philabeg  pefore." 

"  And  Reuben  Butler,'*  said  David,  "  will  doubtless 
desire  instantly  to  retire,  that  he  mav  piepare  his  mind 
for  the  exercise  of  to-morrow,  that  nis  work  may  suit 
the  day,  and  be  an  offering  of  a  sweet  savour  in  the 
Dostiils  of  the  reverend  presbytery." 

"*  Hont  tout,  man,  it's  out  little  ye  ken  about  them," 
interrupted  the  Captain.  *'  Teil  a  ane  o'  them  wad 
gie  the  savour  of  the  hot  venison  pasty  which  I 
smell"  (tuminff  his  squab  nose  up  in  the  air)  "  a'  the 
way  fraa  the  Lodge,  for  a'  that  Mr.  Putler,  or  you 
other,  can  say  to  them." 

David  groaned  ;  but  judging  he  had  to  do  with 
a  Gallio,  as-  he  said,  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while 
to  give  battle.  They  followed  the  Captain  to  the 
house,  and  arranged  themselves  with  great  ceremony 
round  a  well-loaaed  supper-table.  The  only  other 
OTcurastance  of  the  evening  worthy  to  be  recorded  is, 
uat  Butler  pronounced  the  Blessing;  that  Knockdun- 
der found  it  too  lonj?,  and  David  Deans  censured  it  as 
too  short,  from  which  the  charitable  reader  may  con- 
elude  it  was  exactly  the  proper  length. 

CHAPTER  XLV. 

Now  torn  the  Pfalmi  of  David  ower. 

And  lilt  wi'  holf  clanfor; 
Of  doable  vene  eoroe  gire  ua  four, 

Aad  akirl  ap  the  Banfor.— BuBMa 

Tm  next  was  the  important  day,  when,  according 
to  the  forms  and  ritual  of  the  Scottish  Khrk,  Reuben 
filler  was  to  be  ordained  minister  of  KnocktarUde  by 

the  Presbyterv  of ,    And  so  eager  were  the  whole 

party,  that  all,  excepting  Mrs.  Dutton,  the  destined 
Cowslip  of  Inverary,  were  stirring  at  an  eariy  hour. 

Their  host,  whose  appetite  was  as  quick  and  keen 
■s  his  temper,  was  not  long  m  summoning  them  to  a 
jubstantial  breakfast,  where  there  were  at  least  a 
dozen  of  different  preparations  of  milk,  plenty  of  cold 
meat,  scores  of  boilea  and  roasted  eggs,  a  huge  cag 
of  butter,  half  a  firkin  of  herrings  boued  and  broileoj 
fresh  and  salt,  and  tea  and  coffee  for  them  that  Uked 
1^  which,  as  their  landlord  assured  them,  with  a  nod 
^d  a  wink,  pointing;  at  the  same  time,  to  a  little 
cutter  which  seemed  dodging  under  the  lee  of  the 
wand,  cost  them  Uttle  beside  the  fetching  ashore. 

la  the  contraband  tradepermitted  here  so  openly  V* 
■aid  Butler.    ^  I  should  thmk  it  very  unfavourable  to 


^^^f^ES^Je^'inoralsl" 
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.  I  Duke,  Mr.  Putler,  has  gien  nae  orders  con- 
enping  the  putting  of  it  down,*^8aid  the  magistrate, 
uid  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  saki  all  that  was  ne- 
*5*7  ^  justify  his  connivance. 

Butler  was  a  man  of  prudence,  and  aware  that  real 
Rood  can  only  be  obtained  by  remonstrance  when  re- 
»noriatrance  is  well-tuned ;  so  fot  the  present  he  said 
ivo^ng  more  on  the  subject. 
fj)|hen  breakfast  was  naif  over,  m  flounced  Bfrs. 
'^lly.  as  fine  as  a  blue  saoqfue  and  cherry-coloured 
*"«??'  could  make  her. 

-  Good'  morrow  to  you,  madam,"  said  the  master 
29^emonies;  **I  trust  your  early  rising  will  not 
■uiiavt.** 


The  dame  apologtitd  to  Cat>tatti  ITnockti ndrr,  as 
she  was  pjf^scd  m  term  th^ht  entertftinpr ;  **  but,  u 
we  Bfiy  in  Ch^hir^"  she  addetl!^"!  waw  likf  the 
Mayor  of  Altrirtehnrn,  who  Hf«  in  befl  while  his 
hrt^it^hfifl  nre  mendings  for  the  fiirt  did  not  hrina  up 
tiit.^  ri;^^hi  |>iindk  to  iny  mom^  till  she  hud  broosht  up 
.ill  thnotnero  by  iniAiake  one  iifle  i*othor— W*  11, 1 
supptitSL^  we  arc  all  for  church  to-  lay,  as  I  under- 
htJind — Proy  may  I  bo  eo  bold  as  to  dskt  if  it  i^  the 
fashion  f tit  your  No jrth-coiim try  j^n  tlernt-ai  lo  g*i  to 
chunrh  in  your  t'^ttico(5ti9,  Capi^in  KnorkunrJeT  1" 

*'  Cuptahi  of  lCj;it>ekduiiiJ<?r,  niDdmiXr  if  yoa  |ilcn«r^  fot 
T  knot^k  nndiir  to  no  man ;  and  in  reftpect  of  my^nrhj 
J  ahnll  ^0 10  church  as  I  nm,  a!  ymir  wn'^icr-,  mmiam  ; 
r\ir  if  I  were  to  he  m  bwl  like  your  iitfijor  Wlmt-dye- 
ccjlhim,  lilt  my  preefiies  were  mendodi  I  might  be 
Uien?  all  my  life,  ispeiriiB^  1  never  hod  a  pair  of  them  <m 
my  p+'r&in  "but  twii^  ifi  my  lifi%  whic)i  1  hui  pound  (o 
rciiieinbiTi  tt  peina  when  ihii  Dwkj?  broijdit  his 
Dutfihtss  ht're^  wlicn  rier  Graw  p<?hoved  to  ho  pliaimiT- 
pii  ;  ml  eVn  jsorrowtsl  the  niuiisteKa  tt^ws  for  the 
twA  disya  his  GraCT  was  plimst'd  to  stuy— 4)ut  I  w{\l 
pui  myself  umior  eic  confineitient  nmiih  fi*r  no  mart 
on  earth,  or  woman  either,  but  lier  Graco  IwJ/ig  al- 
WAVS  eiecptedj  ^slndnW  [iomn5" 

The  mifltnesB  of  themiikiiif^-pall  atflisJ^  hvU  makmg 
m^  nnswcr  10  thi^  roLinrJ  def  hiraTionj  unrnHjute^if  pro* 
C6i^ed  lo  rIiow,  thiit  ihe  ftlarm  of  me  rrroceding  ere* 
nina  had  in  no  dt^Ti^  injured  her  iim)c((te. 

When  the  meal  was  fini^hni,  tbeCnplain  proposed 
to  them  to  take  hoatj  it>  order  that  Mifltress  Jpania 
Tnight  9f^  her  n«w  pl^w  of  residence,  and  that  he 
himSflf  niif^t  inqture  whether  tlit  oecep^sfy  prcpata- 
tions  hftd  liocJi  made  there,  nnd  at  the  Maosei  for  ro^ 
C€i\'inc^  the  future  inniarfa  of  these  msn^onif. 

Tlif}  rnorniniL;  ^^ss  dc'hghtfkit,  nnd  th(  hu^  moiin- 
*nin-f'badfjw«  slcfst  upon  the  mirrot'd  wave  of  the 
Friths  aJmost  as  littk  diginrhed  i^  if  it  had  heefiati  in* 
J  And  lukev  Kvpn  Mrs.  Dut  ton's  fenrs  no  lonpyr  on- 
noytd  her.  She  had  bettn  infonried  b>;  Ari.4iihfl!d, 
tjjnt  there  was  to  be  Borne,  sort  itf  junket tiag  after  %he 
serttion,  and  that  w^*  what  she  "loved  deariy:  end 
ns  for  die  water,  it  was  so  PtilJ  that  it  wotiM  look 
quite  like  a  pleasurincon  the  Thojnea. 

The  whole  party  licing  ornhnrked,  thirrDfore,  in  a 
large  boat^  whieh  (he  eaptain  called  his  coaeh  artd 
djL  and  attended  bv  a  smaller  one  termitl  his  eiife  iho 
gn1lH.nt  Doncnn  alftpred  stmiphl  npon  diK  little  lower 
of  the  old'fft»hionod  chureh  ot*  Knock larli tic,  nnd  tho 
t  leniong  of  six  «lout  rowert  jf»4  lYu-.m  rapidly  vtt 
thdr  v^oyage.    As  they  ttearod  the  land^  lh(t  hi  J  Is  ap- 
p'^ared  to  recwle  from  ihvm^  «nd  n  lit  tk  valley,  f'trmed 
hv  the  dt^neent  of  a  small  river  ft>:>m  the  mi^unisiiis, 
(  volvfd  itse^lf  BS  it  weni  upon  their  approach*    Tho 
piyle  of  the  eonntni"  on  each  gide  wns  Rtmply  pnptonil, 
nnd  rcscflibledii  iti  appearanea  and  eharncteti  the  de* 
#>criptii>n  of  a  forgotten  Sec^ttish  po6l,  winch  niiis 
mjarty  tlius  t— 
'    "  Tlio  wBier  f»nll|r  Anwn  %  Immi  ah6f 
Witu  lutM  dm,  but  oouOir  Whit  it  made  [ 
Oti  kllcq  Aicto  (lt#  lireoi  rTvw  0\\tM  ftad  l«Bf» 
Aiiii  wi'  tho  wWd  htrdi'  ni>ti»  wvn  ft'  in  lOiiCt 
On  ciitifir  ftido,  A  AiU  baw-aliiit  And  mair^ 
Tin-  «tt**n  wiu  BTCTi,  piwirtf,  and  Iklf ; 
Wiui  cttMy  ilorm  *m  ti^ry  timM  Oka  !■*■  '  *  • 

To  Okf  h\\W  f«ii  Willi  •ntlAisd  naV«mHir 
With  tv*\*  and  ahwji  /iboofi.  tmAkft  biknP|. 
T\vi  botrny  bmk*  %U  in  a.  ■watiJi  aid  go,**" 

They  lajtd(yi  in  this  f  liehlantl  Areadin,  it  lbs  mangdh 
of  theiimsJl  stnE^nin  whitih  watered  thedeli^tAilnnif 
peaic«abte  vailev.  lohabitatits  of  several  drfirriptioi^a 
OAJite  to  p»v  their  tc^pt^ls  to  the  Cap  tain  of  Knock' 
dnndcr,  ci  homage  which  he  was  very  perwnptory 
in  exrtCttPR,  and  to  »?<?  the  new  settlers.  Some  of 
the5C  were  ra*n  after  Dtivid  Denns'aown  heart,  ddt^n 
of  ihe  kirk~*ea^ion*  jtsajous  professors,  fD>m  the  Leu* 
nax*  LmiarkshireT  ami  Ayrahin?,  to Mhotn  thr>  prcrcd^ 
ini[  Diikij  of  Argyb  hiui  gjvoti  roftmM  m  this  comiT  of 
hi^  estate,  because  they  had  milf^.TCi!  for  joining  his 
faEh^r^  thiMmfortimate  FarU  duHn^  his  ill-fated  at- 
liMrtpt  in  iG^i.  Th<»e  wtTe  r'nke^  ot  th**  nght  lenvt^a 
for  Dnvi<ti  t^^smliti^  himiielf  x*ith  j  nud,  had  it  not  l*eeii 
fur  ihit  Hrcumataneei^  he  hnn  brffti  Ji^nLTcL  say, 
"  I  hat  the  Captain  fif  i<riiM;4dw!Mli0(i*yjCh&v« 
•  tlofi'i  rortmiala  nt«rptt«r(lf«;  Edit  ttvt^pr^tk 
t    13* 
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swore  him  out  of  the  oountiT  in  tweoty-four  hours, 
MM  awsorae  it  was  to  ony  thinking  soul  to  hear  his 
snprecationfL  upon  the  slightest  temptation  that 
crossed  his  humoiir." 

Besides  these,  there  were  a  wilder  set  of  parish- 
ioners, monntaineers  from  the  upper  glen  and  adja- 
cent hill,  who  spoke  OaeUc,  went  about  araied,  and 
wore  the  Highland  dress.  But  the  strict  commands 
of  the  Duke  nad  established  such  good  order  in  tuis 
part  of  his  territories,  that  the  Gael  and  Saxons 
lived  upon  the  beat  possible  terms  of  good  neigh- 
bourhood. 

They  first  visited  the  Mans&  as  the  parsonage  is 
termed  in  Scotland.  It  was  old,  butin  good  repair,  and 
stood  snugly  embosomed  in  a  grove  ofsvcamore,  with 
a  well-stocked  garden  in  front,  bounded  by  the  small 
river,  which  was  partly  visible  from  the*  windows, 
partly  concealed  by  the  bushes,  trees,  and  bounding 
»3dgo.  Within,  the  house  looked  less  comfortable 
than  it  might  have  been,  for  it  had  been  neglected  by 
the  late  incumbent ;  but  workmen  had  been  labour- 
*ng  under  the  directions  of  tho  Captain  of  Knock* 
dunder^  and  at  tho  expense  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  to 
put  it  mto  some  order.  The  old "  plenishing''  had 
been  removed,  and  neat,  but  plain  household  furniture 
had  been  sent  down  by  the  Duke  in  a  brig  of  his  own 
called  the  Carolme,  and  was  now  ready  to  be  plac^ 
in  order  in  the  apArtments. 

The  gracious  Duncan,  finding  matters  were  at  a 
ttand  among  the  workmen,  simunoned  before  him 
the  delinquentaj  and  impressed  lul  who  heard  him 
with  a  sense  of  his  authority,  by,  thb  penalties  with 
which  he  threatened  them  for  their  delay.  Muloting 
them  in  half  their  charge^  he  assured  them,  would 
be  the  least  of  it ;  for,  it  they  were  to  neglect  his 
pleasure  and  the  Duke's,  "  he  would  be  tamn'd  if  he 
paid  them  the  t'other  half  either,  and  they  might  seek 
law  for  it  where  they  could  get  it."  The  work-people 
bumbled  themselves  before  the  ofiended  dignitary, 
and  spake  him«soA  and  fair ;  and  at  Length,  upon  Mr. 
Butler  recalling  to  his  mind  that  it  was  the  ordina- 
tion-day, and  that  the  workmen  were  probably  think- 
ing of  going  to  church,  Knockdunder  agreed  to  for- 
give them,  out  of  respect  to  their  new  mmister. 

"  But  an  I  catch  them  ne^ecking  my  duty  again, 
Mr.  Putler,  the  teil  pe  in  me  if  the  kirk  shall  be  an 
excuse  ;  for  what  has  the  like  o'  them  rapparees  to 
do  at  the  kirk  ony  day  put  Sundays,  or  then  either, 
if  the  Duke  and  I  naa  the  neceeaitous  uses  for 
them  7" 

It  mny  be  guessed  with  what  feelings  of  quiet  sa- 
tisfactk)n  and  delight  Butler  looked  forward  to  spend- 
ing his  days,  honoured  and  useful  as  hq  trusted  to  be, 
in  this  sequestered  valley,  and  how  often  an  int^ligent 
glance  wn(S  exchanged  betwixt  him  and  Jeanie,  whose 
good-humoured  face  looked  positively  handsome, 
from  the  expression  of  modesty,  and  at  the  same 
time,  of  satisfaction,  which  she  wore  when  visiting 
the  apartments  of  which  she  was  soon  to  call  hei- 
self  mistress.  She  was  lefr  at  liberty  to  give  more 
open  indulgence  to  her  feelings  of  delight  and  admira- 
tion, when,  leaving  the  Manse,  the  company  proceed- 
ed to  examine  the  destined' habitation  ot  David 
Deans. 

Jeanie  foimd  wiVt  pleasure  that  it  was  not  above  a 
musket-shot  from  the  Manse ;  for  it  had  been  a  bar 
to  her  happiness  to  think  she  might  be  obliged  to  re- 
tide  at  a  distance  from  her  father,  and  she  was  aware 
chat  there  were  strong  ol^jections  to  his  actually  living 
m  the  same  house  with  Butler.  But  this  brief  dis- 
tance was  the  very  thing  which  she  could  have 
wished. 

The  farm-house  was  on  the  plan  of  an  improved 
eottage,  and  contrived  with  great  regard  to  conve* 
nience ;  an  excellent  httle  garaen,  an  orchard,  and  a 
set  of  ofiices  complete,  according  to  the  best  ideas  of 
the  iune,  combined  to  render  it  a  most  desirable  ha- 
bitation for  the  practical  farmer,  and  far  superior  to 
the  hovel  at  Woodend,  and  the  small  house  at  Saint 
I.eonard'8  Crags.  The  situation  was  consklerably 
higher  than  that  of  the  Manse,  and  fronted  to  the 
west.  The  windows  commanded  an  enchanting 
T,aw  of  the  little  vale  over  which  the  mansk>n  seem- 
ed to  preside,  the  windingt  oi  the  stDaam,  end  the 


FridL  with  ks  assoetated  lakee  aad  Vomantieiilwaliu 
The  hills  of  Dunbartonshire}  once  possetsed  bySs 
fierce  clan  of  MacFarlaneS)  formed  a  crescent  behad 
the  valley,  ^nd  far  to  the  right  were  seen  the  duskf 
and  more  gigantic  mountams  of  Argyle^ hire,  ytim  « 
seaward  view  of  the  shattered  and  thunder-aplkten 
peaks  of  Arran. 

But  to  Jeanie,  whose  taste  for  the  pictnreaqocu  if 
she  had  any  by  nature  had  never  been  awakenea  or 
cultivated,  the  sight  ot  the  faithful  old  Mav  Hettly, 
as  she  opened  the  door  to  receive  them  in  oer  dban 
toy,  Sunday's  russet-gown,  and  blue  apron,  nioeJjr 
smoothed  down  before  her,  was  worth  the  whole 
varied  landscape.  The  raptures  of  the  fisithfiil  old 
creature  at  seeing  Jeanie  were  equal  to  her  ovv-b,'  as 
she  hastened  to  assure  her,  "  that  baith  the  gudeman 
and  the  beasu  had  been  as  weel  seen  after  aa  Ae 
possibly  could  contrive."  Separating  her  from  tho 
rest  of^  the  company,  May  then  hunied  her  yKmng 
mistress  ta  the  office*,  that  she  might  receive  tho 
compliments  she  expected  for  her  care  of  the  cowa. 
Jeanie  rejoiced,  in  the  simplicity  of  her  heart,  to  aea 
her  char^pe  once  more ;  and  the  mute  favourites  of 
pur  herome,  Gowana,  and  the  others,  acknowledged 
her  presence  by  lowing,  turning  round  their  broad 
and  deeent  brows  when  they  heard  her  weH-known 
"Pruh,  my  leddy— pruh,  my  woman,"  and,  by  va- 
rious indicatioiis,  known  only  to  those  who  have 
studied  the  habits  of  the  milky  mothers,  showing  een- 
flible  pleasure  as  ahe  approached  to  caresss  them  in 
thdr  turn. 

I'  The  very  brute  beasts  are  glad  to  see  ye  agam,' 
said  May  j  ^*  but  nae  wonder,  Jeanie,  for  ye  were  aye 
kind  to  beast  and  body.  And  I  maun  learn  to  oe-  ye 
migtrest  now,  Jeanie,  since  ye  hae  been  up  to  Lun- 
non,  and  seen  the  Duke,  and  the  King:  and  a'  the 
braw  folk.  But  wha  kens,"  added  the  old  dame  aly- 
ly^  "what  ni  hae  to  ca'  ye  forby  mistress,  for  I  am 
thmkiiK  it  wimna  lang  be  Deans." 

"  Ca  me  your  am  Jeanie,  May,  and  then  ye  can 
never  gang  wrang.'* 

In  the  cow-house  which  they  examined,  there  was 
one  animal  which  Jeanie  lookedet  till  the  tears  godi- 
ed  from  her  eyea  May,  who  had  watched  her  with 
a  symoathizing  expression,  immediately  observed,  in 
an  imder  tone,  "  iTie  gudeman  aye  sorts  that  beast 
hunsell,  and  is  kinder  to  it  than  ony  beast  in  th^  byre ; 
and  I  noticed  he  was  that  way  e'en  when  he  was  an- 
griest, and  had  maist  cause  to  be  angry. — Eh,  sirs! 
a  parent's  heart's  a  queer  (ningi— Mony  a  warsle  he 
has  had  for  that  puir  lassie— I  am  thinking  he  petitions 
mair  for  her  than  for  yoursell,  hinny ;  for  what  can 
he  plead  for  you  but  just  to  wish  you  the  bleeaing  ye 
deserve?  And  when  I  sle^it  ayont  the  hallan.  when 
we  came  first  here,  he  was  often  earnest  a'  night, 
and  I  could  hear  him  come  ower  and  ower  again  wi\ 

Kffie— miir  blinded  misguide^  thing!'  it  was  aye 
,  Kffie !  Effie !'— If  that  puir  wandering  lamb  comena 
into  the  sheepfauld  in  the  Shepherd's  ain  time,  it  wilt 
be  an  unco  wonder,  for  I  wot  she  has  been  a  chUd  of 
prayers.  O,  if  the  puir  prodigal  wad  return,  sae 
blithely  as  the  goodman  wad  kDl  the  fritted  calf  !— 
though  Brockie^  calf  will  no  be  fit  for  killing  thia 
threa  weeks  yet." 

And  then^  with  the  discursive  talent  of  persons  of 
her  description,  she  got  once  more  afloat  in  her  ac- 
count of  domestic  anairs,  and  left  this  delicate  aiul 
ejecting  topic. 

Having  looked  at  every  thjng  in  the  offices  and  the 
dairy,  and  expressed  her  satisfaction  with  the  man- 
ner m  which  mfitters  had  been  manageid  in  her  ab- 
sence, Jeanie  rejoined  the  rest  of  the  party,  who  were 
surveying  the  interior  of  the  house,  all  excepring  Da- 
vid Deans  and  Butler,  who  had  gone  down  to  the 
church  to  meet  the  kirk-seseion  and  the  clergymen 
of  the  presbytery,  and  arrange  matters  for  the  duty 
of  the  day. 

In  the  interior  of  the  cottage  all  was  clean,  nest, 
and  suitable  to  the  exterior.  It  had  been  originally 
built.and  furnished  by  the  Duke,  as  a  retreat  for  a  fii- 
vounte  domestic  of  the  higher  class,  who  did  not  long 
enjoy  it,  and  had  been  dead  only  a  few  months,  so 
that  every  thing  was  in  exoellent  taste  and  good  or- 
der.   But  in  Jeanie's  bedroom  was  a  neat  tnudu 
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whkk  had  greatly  excited  Mrs.  Dutton's  ciinoait]^  for 
•he  was  sure  that  the  direction,  "For  Mrs.  Jean 
D«aiu,  at  Auchij]i]g»wer,  parish  of  KnocktarUtie," 
was  the  wntumorMrs.  Semple,  the  Duchess's  own 
woman.  Mav  HouJy  produced  the  key  in  a  sealed 
parcel,  which  "bare  the  same  address,  and  attached  to 
tLe  key  was  a  label,  intimating  that  the  trunk  and 
ita  contents  were  *'a  token  of  remembrance  to  Jeanie 
Deans,  from  her  friends  the  Duchess  of  Argyle  and 
tbeyoung'iadies."  The  trunk,  hastily  opened,  as  the 
leader  wul  not  doubt,  was  found  to  be  full  of  wearing 
apparel  of  the  best  quality,  suited  to  Jeanie's  rank  in 
oe;  and  to  moat  of  the  articles  the  names  of  the 
particular  donors  were  attached,  as  if  to  make  Jeanie 
lensible  not  only  of  the  jgeneral,  but  of  the  individual 
interest  she  had  excited  m  the  noble  family.  To  name 
the  various  articles  by  their  appropriate  names,  would 
be  to  attempt  things  unattempted  yet  in  prose  or 
rhyme;  besides,  that  theold-iashioned  terms  of  men- 
teaus,  sacques.  kissing-strings,  and  so  forth,  would 
convey  but  little  information,  even  to  the  mimners  of 
tho  present  day.  I  shall  d^josit,  however,  an  accu- 
curaie  inventory  of  the  contents  of  the  trunk  with 
ny  kind  friend,  Miss  Martha  Buskbody,  who  has 
promised,  should  the  public  curiosity  seem  interested 
n  the  subject,  to  supply  me  with  a  professional  glos- 
sary and  commentary.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the 
gift  was  such  as  became  the  donors,  and  was  suited 
to  the  situation  of  the  receiver ;  that  every  thing  was 
baadsome  and  appropriate,  and  nothmg  forgotten 
which  belonged  to  the  wardrobe  of  a  yoiing  person 
10  Jeanie'^  situation  in  life,  the  destined  bride  of  a  re- 
apectable  olergyman. 

Article  after  ^article  wm|  displayed,  commented  up- 
on, and  admired,  to  the  wonder  of  May,  who  declar- 
ed, "she  didna  tkink  the  Queen  had  mair  or  better 
aaise,"  and  somewhat  to  the  envy  of  the  northern 
Cowslip.  This  unamiable,  but  ^t  very  unnatural, 
disiwsiuon  of  mind,  broke  forth  m  sundry  unfoimded 
cntuasms  to  the  disparagement  of  the  articles,  as 
they  were  ^severally  exmoited.  But  it  assumed  a 
more  direct  character,  when,  at  the  bottom  of  all, 
was  (bund  a  dress  of  white  silk,  very  plainly  made,' 
but  still  of  white  silk,  and  French  silk  to  boot,  with 
a  paper  pinned  to  it,  bearing,  that  it  was  a  present 
from  the  Duke  of  Argyle  to  his  travelling  companion, 
to  be  worn  on  the  day  when  she  should  change  her 
name. 

Mrs.  Dutton  could  forbear  no  longer,  but  w^- 
Pfred  into  Mr.  Archibald's  ear.  that  it  was  a  clever 
*»ag  to  be  a  Scotchwoman :  '*  She  supposed  all  htr 
•sters,  and  she  had  half  a  dozen,  might  have  been 
nanged.  without  any  one  sending  her  a  present  of  a 
Poc^  handkerchief" 

Or  without  your  making  anv  exertion  to  save 
[■em,  Mrs.  Dolly,"  answered  Arcliibald  drilV.— "  But 
}  *m  surprised  we  do  not  hear  the  bell  yet,'*^  said  he, 
•^wng  at  his  watch. 

.  Fat  ta  deiL  Mr.  Archibald,"  answered  the  Cap- 
^n  of  Knockdunder,  "  wad  ye  hae  them  ring  the 
«u  before  1  am  ready  to  gang  to  kirk?— I  wad  gar 
webedral  eat  the  bell-rope,  if  he  took  ony  sic  free- 
"jra-  But  if  ye  want  to  hear  the  bell,  I  will  just 
*05  mysell  on  the  knowe-head,  and  it  will  begin 
Jowm^forthwith.'* 

Aoooidinglv,  so  soon  as  they  sallied  out,  and  that 
{fW  gold-laced  hat  of  the  Captain  was  seen  rising 
"*e  Hesper  above  the  dewy  verge  of  the  rising 
Jwind,  iho  clash  (for  it  was  rather  a  clash  than  a 
JiMg)  of  the  bell  was  heard  from  the  old  moss-grown 
«wer.  and  the  clappei* continued  to  thump  its  crack- 
JJI  Mdes  all  the  while  they  advanced  towards  the 
JPJ^»  Dnncan  exhortine  them  to  take  their  own  time, 
w  teil  ony  sport  wad  be  till  he  came."* 
•  Tci!\tig%  tgrvig^  {^  Gotland.— In  the  old  daya  of  Bcotland 
T|i'*  pertuns  of  property  (unleM  they  happened  to  tie  non< 
^r^'  w«r«  «|  re^lar  m  thotr  inferiora  in  attendance  uo  pero- 
^«  worvhip,  Ui«re  was  a.  kind  of  etiquottc,  in  waiting  till  Uie 
P:'[*'**cknowl(»d|ted  freat  man  of  iho  pariah  «liouTd  make 
-"  "^Wsranco.  Tl»ia  ceremonial  wai  »o  sacred  in  the  ey en  of 
«i«njh  beadle  in  Uie  ble  of  Bute.  Uiat  the  kirk  bell  l>einr  out 
!*  '*^,  he  is  Ktid  to  have  mounted  the  kteeple  every  Sunday, 
Sfm»K  *  *''"'  hit  voice  the  aucoeaaive  tummoaaea  which  ita 
257"' of  metal  u*ed  to  lend  rbrUi.  Tlie  firat  part  of  this  imi- 
7'T',"annony  waa  aimply  the  repetition  of  tlie  words  BM  b$U, 
^  wtt  two  or  thiea  ttoea.  in  amanoef  «■  nwieh  mayihluif  the 


Accordingly  the  bell  only  changed  to  the  final  sad 
impatient  cnune  when  they  crossed  the  stiie;  ana 
"  rang  in,"  that  is,  concluded  ita  mistuned  summons, 
when  they  had  entered  the  Duke's  seat,  in  the  littfe 
kirk,  where  the  whole  party  arranged  themselves, 
with  Duncan  at  their  h&adt  ex.c^tiiig  David  Deans, 
who  already  occupied  a  seat  among  tne  elders. 

The  business  of  the  day,  with  a  particular  detail 
of  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  trouble  the  reader,  was 
gone  through  according  to  the  established  form,  and 
the  sermon  pronounced  upon  the  occasion  had  the 
good  fortime  to  please  even  the  critical  David  Deans, 
though  it  was  only  an  hour  and  a  quarter  long: 
whkh  David  termed  a  short  allowance  of  spiritual 
provend^. 

The  preacher,  who  was  a  divihe  that  held  many 
of  David's  opinions,  privately  apologized  for  his 
brevity  by  saying,  "That  he  obser\'ea  the  Captain 
was  ganting  grievously,  and  that  if  he  had  detained 
him  longer,  there  was  no  knowing  how  long  he 
might  be  in  paying  the  next  term's  victual  stipend." 

David  groaned  to  find  that  such  carnal  motives 
cotild  have  influence  upon  the  mind  of  a  powerful 
preacher.  He  had,  indeed,  been  scandalized  by  an- 
other circimistance  during  the  service.  * 

So  soon  as  the  congregation  were  seatea  after 
prayers,  and  the  clerjryman  had  read  his  text,  the 
gracious  Duncan,  after  rummaging  the  leathern 
piu^e  which  hUng  in  front  of  his  petticoat,  produced 
a  short  tobacco-p9>e  made  of  iron,  and  observed,  al- 
most aloud.  "  I  hae  forgotten  my  spleuchan— Lach- 
lan,  gang  down  to  the  Ulachan,  and  bring  me  up  a 
pennyworth  of  twist."  Six  arms,  the  nearest  with- 
in reach,  presented  with  an  obedient  start,  as  many 
tobacco-pouches  to  the  man  of  ofBce.  •  He  malrie 
choice  of  one  with  a  nod  of  acknowledgment,  filled 
his  pipe,  lighted  it  with  the  assistance  of  his  pistol- 
flintl  and  smoked  with  infinite  composure  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  sermon.  When  the  discourse  ^vas 
finished,  he  knocked  the  ashe|  out  of  his  pipe,  repla- 
ced it  in  hie  sporran,  returned  the  tobacco-pouch  or 
spleuchan  to  its  owner,  and  joined  in  the  prayer  with 
decency  and  attention. 

At  the  end  of  the  service,  when  Butler  had  been 
admitted  minister  of  the  kirk  of  Knocktarlitie,  with 
all  its  spiritual  immunities  and  pri\'ile2e8,  David,  who 
had  frowned,  groaned,  and  murrrtured  at  Knockdim- 
dcr's  irreverent  demeanour,  communicated  his  plain 
thoughts  of  the  matter  to  Isaac  Meiklehose,  one  of 
the  elders,  with  whom  a  reverential  aspect  and  huge 
grizzle  wig  had  especially  disposed  him  to  seek  frater- 
nization. "It  didna  become  a  wild  Indian,"  David 
said,  "muchiess  a  Christian,  and  a  gentleman,  to  sit 
in  the  kirk  puffing  tobacco-reek,  as  if  he  were  in  a. 
change-house."  ' 

3Ifiklehose  shook  his  head,  and  allowed  it  was  "  far 
frae  beseeming— But  what  will  ve  say  ?  The  Captain's 
a  queer  hand,  and  to  speak  to  nim  ol>out  that  or  ony 
thing  el«e  that  crosses  the  mnggot,  wad  be  to  set  the 
kiln  a-low.  He  keeps  a  hkh  hand  ower  the  country, 
and  we  couldna  deal  \vi'  tf*  Hielandmen  without  his 

Erotection,  sin'  a'  the  keys  o'  the  kiniray  hings  at  his 
elt ;  and  he's  no  an  ill  body  in  the  main,  and  maistry, 
ye  ken,  maws  the  meadows  doun." 

"  That  may  be  wry  true,  neighbour,"  said  David  • 
"but  Reuben  Butler  isna  the  man  I  take  him  to  w», 
if  he  disna  learn  the  Captain  to  fnfF  his  pipe  some 
other  gate  than  in  God^s  house,  or  the  quarter  be 
ower."  • 

*'  Fair  and  softly  gangs  faf,"  said  Meiklehose ;  "  and 
if  a  fi-ile  may  gie  a  wse  man  a  coifnsel,  I  wad  hae  him 
think  twice  or  he  mells  wi'  Knockdunder— He  suld 
hae  a  lang-shankit  spune  that  wad  sup  kail  wi'  the 
deil.  But  they  are  a*  away  to  tlieir  dinner  to  the 
sound  as  throat  of  flesh  could  imitate  throat  of  iron.  BeUvmf 
Mlitm  !  was  sounded  forth  in  a  more  urgent  manner ;  but  he 
never  feat  forth  thp  third  and  conclusive  pvai,  the  varied  tuoo 
of  which  is  called  in  Scotland  the  rinring-ln,  until  the  tw 
principal  heritors  of  the  paristi  approachtMl,  when  the  chiOM 
ran  thus:— 

BeOun  BeUttttum, 
Benura  and  Knoekiouft  eemini  I 

BeUam  BeUeUum,  ^^^J^ 

Benura  and  Knockdnf* eeming^ O Q I P 

Thonby  intiaiBtiacthat  lenrios  wm  ioitanUjr  lo  imuumm 
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chani^-houM,  and  if  we  dinna  mend  our  pace,  we'll 
come  ^hort  at  meal-time." 

Davni  arcompnnicfl  his  friend  wthoiit  answer ;  but 
began  lo  I'eel  from  exi>eriencc,  that  ihe  plen  of  Knock- 
tarlitie,  like  the  rcRt  of  tlie  world,  was  hauntrd  by  its 
own  spofinl  subjects  of  reffret  and  discontent.  His 
mind  was  so  much  ocrupied  by  considering  the  best 
means  of  converting  Duncan  of  Knwrk  to  a  sense  of 
r>»vcrcnt  diH'tncy  during  public  worship,  that  he  alfo- 
gethrr  forgot  to  imjuin*,  whether  Butler  was  called 
ui)on  to  subscrilu'  the  oaths  to  government. 

Some  iinve  iDsinuatcd,  that  his  ncsiect  on  this  head 
was.  ill  Si.)iti(r  di'Lrree,  intentional;  hut  I  tiiink  this  ex- 
planritioii  inconsistent  with  tlic  simplicity  of  my 
fn'Mid  huviii's  clinrariiT.  Neither  have  I  ever  Ix -en 
«l»le.  hy  tho  iiioHt  minute  enquiries,  to  know  whether 
ihc/ortnnhi,  at  which  ho  so  much  i-cruj)lcfl,  had  U-on 
exaciiii  lr«iiii  Hufler,  aye  or  no.  The  hooks  of  the 
kirk-s««ssion  miuht  hav«;  thr«iwn  some  liirht  on  this 
niattiT:  hut  unlortiinatclv  thi  y  were  destroyrtl  in  the 
year  irio,  hv  one  Doiiacha  J/nu  na  Dunaiarh,  at  the 

mstaiin-,  u  was  said,  or  at  least  bv  the  eoiuiivanii',  .  .  . ,     

of  till'  urarioiM  Duncan  of  Knmrk,  who  hail  a  dij«ire  '  piniidl  tohm  side,  watching  him  sedulously,  Hnd^ith 


at  Aiichingowcr,  and  left  the  gentlemen  to  their  pott* 
tions. 

The  feast  proceeded  i*-ith  great  glee.  The  conve^ 
sation,  where  Duncan  had  it  under  his  direction,  was 
not  indeed  always  strictly  canonical,  but  David  Deanf 
escaped  anv  risk  of  being  scandalized,  hy  engaging 
wth  one  of  his  neiErhlnmrs  in  a  n^car^itidation  ot  the 
suflerinsTs  of  Ayrshire  and  Lanarkshire,  during  what 
was  calle^l  the  invasion  of  the  Highland  Host;  the 
prudent  Mr.  Mtikhhosc  cautioning  them  from  time  to 
time  to  lower  their  voices,  for  that  Duncan  Knock's 
father  had  bivn  at  that  onslaught,  and  brought  back 
muekle  glide  plenishing,  and  that  Duncan  was  na 
unlikely  to  hae  b(.i*ii  there  himself,  for  what  hi 
kend." 

Meanwhile,  as  the  mirth  grew  fast  and  furious,  the 
craver  members  of  the  party  liegan  tocscnpr  as  well 
as  thi'y  could.  David  Deans  accomplished  his  retna^ 
and  Hutlcr  anxiously  %%-atched  an  opportunitv  to  fol* 
low  him.  Kiiockrlunder,  however,  desirous,  ne  said, 
of  knowing  what  stutf  was  in  the  now  minister,  had 
no  inii'ntion  to  part  with  him  so  easily,  but  kept  him 


lo  oliliteiato  the  recorded  foibles  of  a  certain  Kate 
Fiulnyfton. 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

Now  butt  p.nil  iH-n  Ihr  rhnnirc-limiic  fills 

Svr  yiil-r.-i<ii>  c'iiinu«-i)iiiii»r»,— 

}]iTi-'i4  rrymp  mil  lor  Unki-*  miil  friiU, 

.A»cl  thru-  th«!  |iiiil  ktdUp  fi;irtiT». 

Wr  riii.'k  nnil  tlirnnz,  and  loud  and  lanr.— 

Wi'  liiioc  iiiid  wi'  nrripiun'. 

Tlii-i  miM)  a  fliii  lli»t  in  Uih  vnd 

U  liKu  lo  litcird  a  ruiiturr, 

U'  HiaUi  Uiat  day.— BrRNS. 

A  PLcxTiruL  entertainment,  at  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gjle's  eo>t,  regaled  the  nvertiid  vieiiileineii  who  had 
assisted  uttiie  •ordination  ollleubeii  Huller,  and  almost 
all  the  res)H:ctul>le  part  of  the  parish. .  The  feast  was, 
indeed,  hicIi  as  t  lie  country  itself  furnished ;  for  plenty 
of  all  thi:  nHjuintes  for  *'a  n>iit:li  and  round''  dinner 
were  always  at  Duncan  of  Knock's  command.  There 
was  the  beef  and  mutton  on  the  braeti  the  fresh  and 
salt-water  fihh  in  the  loch.^,  the  brooKS,  and  frith; 
game  of  every  kind,  from  tlie  deer  to  the  leveret,  were 
lo]x!  h:c.l  tor  the  killing,  in  the  Duke' ^forests,  moors, 
heailw,  itiid  mouses;  and  for  liquor,  homo-browed  ale 
flowed  as  friN'ly  as  water;  brandy  and  u^juebaugh 
both  were  had  in  tlio.'*e  happy  times  without  duty; 
even  wi.ne  wine  and  elaret  were  got  ftjr  nothing, 
wnrHi  the  Duke'.s  extensive  rigiits  of  admiralty  jiave 
him  a  title  to  nil  the  wine  in  cask  whieh  is  dnl'le'd 
a.«hore  I  HI  the  western  roast  anil  isle^  t)f  Scotland, 
when  shppini,'  have  suni;ri'<l  by  sevm.-  weather.  In 
shor*.  as  Duncan  Imastid.  the  eutert:i:iiiiient  did  not 
co.'it  .Ma<  (  alliiinniore  a  iilaek  out  oi'his  s;iorran,  and 
^as  uevi-rtlu  le>s  not  only  liberal,  but  mc rtlo%ving. 

The  i'liki-'s  liea!i!»  was  s.ileniiiizid  in  a  bona  Jidc 
buini»-r,  :iini  I):iv:i]  Dcani*  hiiiiM.  If  added  fverliaps  the 
first  hi'/./.i  that  his  Uiiil's  had  ev(  r  uttired,  to  swell 
the  shi»i;t  with  whieli  the  pli.d:!e  was  received.  Nay, 
BO  ex:dt>  il  :m  lira  it  was  hi'upoii  tills  iiiiuiorable  occa- 
sion, an<l  s.)  iiiiieh  dis|>osKl  to  be  iiidul;i«  nt.  that  he 
expre!»id  no  di>satl>laefi(ui  wiun  tline  ba;.T'iptrs 
Stniek  up,  ''The  Canipbells  areeoriiinjj;."  The  health 
of  the  reverend  luiin.-ter  of  Kmn-ktailitiewas  re«'eived 
with  siriiilar  hoin.iirs;  and  llien-  was  a  roar  of  Inuirh- 
ti'r,  wiirii  one  of  his  bn  tliren  A\\\-  subroine-d  the  addi- 
tion of,  *'  A  ^'»(Ki  wife  to  our  brotlier,  U)  ke<i)  the  Manse 
inonier,''  On  this  occasion  Daviil  Deans  was  deli- 
vcn-d  of  his  tlrst-born  joke;  and  a[»pnrently  the  par- 
turition was  aii^oinpanud  with  many  tlirw^s,  for  sorely 
did  ho  twist  about  ixx^i  i;hvsioLm(>my,  and  mnehdid  he 
stuniLIe  in  his  S|Xt.vh.  l»efore  he  roiild  exi tress  his  idea. 

•'That   iln«  Ind   biiiiir  now  wi-iided  to  his  siiiritual    ..    _ , 

bridi'.  it  wns  hanl  to  thnati'U  him  with  nne  temporal  !  tl.eiiuestion,  and  Arehibald did  not  think  thedifBcuItT 
epfjiis*'  '1  the  s-iine  day."  Hi-  then  laii'^li(ni  a  hoarse  iio  presiding  as  to  rc-iiuirc  compulsion.  HeobflCTVfd, 
and  bri>  f  Iwmi:.!,  and  was  sudd*  iily  urave  and  silent,  it  was  not  using  the  Cajitniii  ver)'  politely  to  depiiva 
as  if  ab;:sMrd  lit  his  own  vivat  ions  etVoir.  |  him  of  his  roaeh  and  six  ;  "but  as  it  was  in  thelt- 

yi/rtr.7//'».'.'i/r /ortsf  f»r  two.  Jf  anie.  Mrs.  Dolly,  and  I  die'*'  s«'r\iee,'*  he  gallantly  said,  "ho  would  use  io 
mull  uf  tf:'f  trninlt'  nutivvs  as  had  lifiioiired  l\ie  feast '  n\uch lr«  i-doin— beside.**,  the  giu  would  serve  iheCip- 
MjtJi  ilietr  pfiifc'lice,  rvtirai  to  Davni' b  new  dw'd\iii¥;\iu,\\v«vutVv)9e\M:\\vi\x«A'vvcA>ftL»icoiueoffatauyb^ 


oblimng  violence  filling  his  glass  to  the  bnm,  as  often 
as  he  could  S4i/e  an  opiK>rtunity  of  doing  so.  At 
lencih,  as  the  evening  was  wearinp  late,  a  venerabi* 
brother  chance<l  to  iisk  3Ir.  Archil»ald  when  they 
niii-'ht  ho|>o  to  see  the  Duke,  tam  cantm  capvt^atw 
wolild  vniiure  to  t«rm  him,  at  the  Lodge  of  Ro«- 
nt>atli.  Duncan  of  Knock,  whose  ideas  were  sume- 
what  conLdomerated,  and  who,  it  may  be  bclioed, 
was  no  great  scholar,  catching  up  some  imperfect 
sound  it(  the  won  Is,  conceived  the  speaker  was  draw- 
ing a  parallel  l>etween  tho  Duke  and  Sir  Donald 
Gornie  of  Slrat ;  and  l>cing  of  opinion  that  such  com- 
parison was  odiou.s,  snorted  thrice,  and  prepared  him- 
self to  be  in  a  passion. 

To  the  exi'lanatioii  of  the  venerable  divine  the  Cap- 
tain answered,  "  I  heard  the  word  Crornu*  myself,  sir, 
with  my  ain  ears.  D'ye  think  I  do  nut  know  Gaelie 
from  Latin?" 

"Apparently  not,  sir;"— so  the clergjTnan,  ofTcnd- 
ed  in  his  turn,  and  taking  a  pinch  of  snuff,  answered 
with  great  co<dness. 

The  copiM-r  nost*  of  the  gracious  Duncan  now  he- 
came  heated  like  the  bidl  of  Plmlaris,  and  while  Mr. 
Archibald  mt-diated  l>ctwixt  theoflended  parlies,  and 
the  attention  of  the  eonipany  was  engaged  by  thrir 
dispute,  Butler  took  an  opportunity  to  efl'ecC  his  re- 
treat. 

He  found  the  females  at  Auchingower,  Tcry  anxiool 
for  the  Imraking  up  of  the  con\ivial  partv;  for  it  wu 
a  part  of  the  arrangement,  that  although  David  Deani 
was  to  niiiain  at  Auehingower,  and  Butler  was  tliat 
nmht  to  take  possi-ssion  of  the  Manse,  yet  Jeanie,  for 
whom  complete  accoinmodaiiona  were  not  yet  prt»- 
vidul  in  her  father's  house,  was  to  return  for  a  dar  or 
two  to  the  Lodge  at  Rostneath,  and  the  Imatenad 
bien  held  in  readiness  accordingly.  They  waited, 
therefore,  for  Knockdunder's  return,  but  ti^ilichl 
came,  and  they  stdl  waited  in  vain.  At  length  Mr. 
Archibald,  who,  as  a  man  of  decorum,  had  taken  can 
not  to  exL*(.^Hl  in  his  conviviality,  made  his  appear- 
ance, and  advised  the  females  F>irongly  to  return  to 
the  islam!  under  his  escort :  ob.vrvim?,  that,  from  the 
humour  in  which  he  had  left  the  Captoin.  it  was  a 
i;rent  ehance  whether  he  budged  out  of  the  public- 
noii.''e  that  night,  and  it  was  absolutely  certam  that 
lie  would  not  be  ver>'  fit  company  for  ladies.  The  gX 
was  at  their  dispos^al,  he  saiil,  and  there  was  ftiil 
phasaiit  twilight  for  a  party  oir  the  water. 

Jeanie,  uho  had  considerable  contidence  in  Ardii- 
bald's  prudence,  immediately  actiuiesccd  in  this  pn>- 
i/osal ;  but  Mrs.  Dolly  positively  objected  to  the  small 
l)oat.  If  the  big  boat  could  be  gotten,  she  agreed  to 
st^t  out,  otherM-ise  slie  would  sleep  on  the  floor,  rather 
than  stir  a  step.    Beasoning  with  iKdIyV'as  ont  of 
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oC  the  ttdat  the  lam  boM  shodd,  therefore,  be  mt 
Krs.  Doll/e  service/' 

They  walked  to  the  beach  accordingly,  accompa- 
nied by  Butler.  It  was  some  time  before  th^  boatmen 
ccHiid  be  afisembled,  and  ere  they  were  well  embarked, 
Md  ready  to  depart,  the  pale  moon  was  come  over 
vm  hiO,  and  flinging  a  trembling  reflection  on  the 
broad  and  jittering  waves.  But  so  soft  and  pleasant 
was  the  mght,  that  Buder,  in  bidding  farewell  to 
JeanJe,  had  no  apprehension  for  her  safety:  and,  what 
is  yet  more  extraordinary,  Mrs.  Dolly  felt  no  alarm 
Ibr  her  own»  llie  air  was  soft,  and  came  over  the 
cooling  wave  ^th  somcthihgof  summeir  fragrance. 
"ITie  beautiful  scene  of  headlands,  and  caj^es,  and  bays, 
around  tliem,  with  the  broad  blue  chain  of  mountams, 
were  dimly  visible  in  the  moonlight ;  while  every  dash 
of  the  oars  made  the  waters  glance  and  sparkle  with 
the  brilliant  phenomenon  called  the  sea-flre. 

This  last  circumstance  filled  Jeanie  with  wonder, 
andtserved  to  amuse  the  mind  of  her  companion,  until 
they  afiproached  the  little  bay,  which  seemed  to 
stretch  its  dark  and  wooded  arms  into  the  sea  as  if  to 
welcome  them. 

The  usual  landinc-place  was  at  a  quarter  of  a  mu#8 
distance  from  the  Lodge,  and  Bllhou§;b  the  tide  did 
not  admit  of  the  large  boat  coming  quite  close  to  the 
jetty  of  loose  stones  which  served  as  a  pier,  Jeanie, 
wlio  was  both  bold  and  active,  easily  sprung  ashore; 
but  Mrs.  Dolly  positively  refusing  to  commit  herself 
to  the  same  risk,  the  complaisant  Mr.  Archibald  or- 
dered the  boat  round  to  a  more  regular  landing-plnce, 
at  a  considerable  distance  along  the  shore.  He  then 
prepared  to  land  himself  that  he  might,  in  the  mean- 
m  hde,  accompany  Jeanie  to  the  Lodge.  But  as  there 
mas  no  mistaking  the  woodland  lane,  which  led  from 
tl.ence  to  the  shore,  and  as  the  moonlight  showed  her 
one  of  the  white  chimneys  rising  out  of  the  wood 
which  embosomed  the  building,  Jeanie  decUned  this 
favour  with  thanks,  and  requested  him  to  proceed 
with  Mrs.  Dolly,  who,  being  "  in  a  country  where  the 
ways  were  strange  to  her,  bad  mair  need  of  counte- 
nance." 

This,  indeed,  was  a  fortunate  circumstance,  and 
might  even  be  said  to  save  poor  Cowslip's  life,  if  it 
was  true,  as  she  herself  used  solemnly  to  aver,  that 
•he  must  positively  have  expired  for  fear,  if  she  had 
been  left  alone  in  tht  boat  with  six  wild  Highlanders 
in  kilts.  ^ 

The  night  was  so  exqmsitely  beautiful,  that  Jeanie, 
instead  or  immediately  directing  her  course  awards 
the  Lodge,  stood  looking  after  the  boat  as  it  again  put 

2ff  from  the  side,  and  rowed  out  into  thi  little  bav,  the 
ark  figures^of  her  eompanioife  growing  less  and  less 
distinct  as  they  diminished  in  tnc  diltance,  and  the 
jorram,  or  mdancholy  boat  song  of  the  rowers,  com- 
ing on  the  ear  Mrith  softened  and  sweeter  sound,  until 
the  boat  rounded  the  headland,  and  was  lost  to  her 
observation. 

Still  Jeanie  remained  in. the  same  posture  looking 
out  upon  the  sea.  It  would,  she  was  aware,  be  some 
time  ere  her  companions  could  reach  the  I<odge,  as 
the  distance  by  the  more  convenient  landing-place 
was  considerably  greater  than  from  the  point  where 
she  stood,  and  she  was  not  sorry  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  spend  the  interval  by  hersel£. 

The  wonderful  change  which  a  few  weeks  had 
wrought  in  her  situation,  from  shame  and  grief,  and 
alraoet  despair,  to  honour,  joy,  and  a  fair  j>rospect  of 
fijture  happiness,  passed  before  her  eyes  with  a  sensa- 
tion which  broujqit  the  tears  into  them.  Yet  they 
flowed  at  the  same  time  from  another  soiu'oe.  As 
human  happiness  is  never  perfect,  and  as  well-con- 
fttructed  imnds  are  never  more  sensible  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  those  whom  they  love,  than  when  their 
own  situation  forms  a  cqntrast  with  them,  Jeanie's 
afiectiooate  regreu  turned  to  the  fate  of  her  poor  sis- 
ter—the child  of  so  many  hopes— the  fondled  nursling 
of  so  many  years— now  an  exiles  and«  what  was 
worscL  dependant  on  the  will  of  a  man,  of  whose  ha- 
biu  she  had  every  reason  to  entertain  the  worst  opi- 
nion, and  who,  even  in  his  strongest  paroxysms  of 
vcmorse,  had  appeared  too  much  a  -stranger  to  the 
fe^'mi9  of  real  penitence. 
While  her  thoughts  were  occupied  with  these  me- 
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lancholy  reflections,  a  shadowy  figure  seemed  to  de- 
tach itself  from  the  copsewood  on  her  ri^ht  hand. 
Jeanie  started,  and  the  stories  of  appanuons  and 
wraiths,  seen  by  solitary  travellers  in  wild  situations, 
at  such  times,  and  in  such  an  hour,  suddenly  came 
full  upon  her  imagination.  The  figure  glided  on,  and 
as  it  came  betwixt  her  and  the  moon,  we  was  aware 
that  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  woman.  A  soft  voice 
twice  repeated,  Jeanie— Jeanie  1"— Was  it  indeed— 
could  It  be  the  voice  of  her  sister  ?— Was  she  still 
among  the  living,  or  had  the  grave  given  up  its  te- 
nant?-«-Ere  she  could  state  these  questions  to  her 
own  mind,  Efiie,  alive,  and  in  the  body,  nad  clasped 
her  in  her  arms,  and  was  straining  her  to  her  bosom, 
and  devouring  her  witli  kisses.  "I  have  wandered 
here,"  she  said,  *'  like  a  ghaiat,  to  see  wu,  and  nae 
wonder  you  take  nie  for  ane— I  thougnfcbut  to  see 
you  gang  by,  or  to  hear  the  sound  of  your  voice;  but 
to  speak  to  yourself  again,  Jeanie,  was  mair  than  1 
deserved,  and  mair  than  I  durst  pray  for." 

"O,  Eflie!  how  came  ye  here  alone,  and  at  this 
hour,  and  on  the  wild  sea-beach  7— Are  you  sure  it's 
yourain  living  sell?" 

There  \vas  something  of  KfBe's  former  humour  in 
her  practically  answenng  the  question  by  a  gentle 
pinch,  more  beseeming  the  fingers  of  a  fairy  than  of 
a  ghost.  And  again  the  sisters  embraced,  and  laugh- 
ecT  and  wept  by  turns.  ^ 

;*But  ye  maun  gang  up  wi'  me  to  the  Lodge,  Effie," 
said  Jeanie.  **and  tell  me  a'  your  story— 1  hae  glide 
folk  there  that  will  moke  ye  welcome  for  my  sake." 

"Na,  no,  Jeanie,"  replied  her  sister  sorrowfully,— 
**  >'e  hae  forgotten  what  I  am— a  banished  outlawed 
creature,  scarce  escaped  the  gallows  by  your  b^ins 
the  bauldest  and  the  ocst  sister  that  ever  lived— I'll 
gae  near  nane  o'  your  grand  friends,  even  if  there  ^ma 
nae  danger  to  me." 

"There  is  nae  danger-*-there  shall  be  nae  danger," 
said  Jeanie  eagerly.  "  O,  Etiie.  dmna  be  wilfu  — be 
guided  for  ones— we  will  be  sae  nappy  a'  thegither !" 

"  I  have  a'  the  happiness  I  deserve  on  this  side  of 
the  grave,  now  that  I  hae  seen  you,"'answered  Effic; 
''and  wheUier  there  were  danger  to  inysell  or  no, 
naebody  shall  ever  say  that  I  come  with  my  cheat- 
the-gallows  face  to  shame  my  sister  amang  her 
grand  friends." 

"I  hae  nae  grand  friends,"  said*  Jeanie;  "nae 
friends  but  what  are  friends  of  yours— Reuben  Butler 
and  my  father.— O,  unhappy  lassie,  dinna  be  doui^ 
and  turn  your  back  on  your  happiness  again !  We 
wimna  see  another  acquaintance— Come  hame  to  us, 
your  ain  dearest  friends— it's  better  sheltering  under  an 
auld  hedge  than  under  a  new-planted  wood." 

"  It's  in  vain  speaking,  Jeanie— I  maun  drink  as  I 
hae  brewed— I  am  married*  and  I  maun  follow  my ' 
husband  for  better  for  worse." 

"Married,  Effiel"  exclaimed  Jeanie— " Misfortu- 
nate  creature!  and  to  that  awfu' " 

"  Hush,  hush,"  said  Efiie,  clapping  one  hand  on 
her  moutn,  and  pointing  to  the  thicket  with  the  other, 
"  he  is  yonder.'* 

She  said  this  in  a  tone  which  showed  that  her  hus- 
band had  found  means  to  inspire  her  with  awe,  aa 
well  as  affection.  At  this  moment  a  man  issued 
from  the  wood. 

It  was  young  Stauntop.  Even  by  the  bnperfect 
light  of  the  moon,  Jeatiie  cfcfuld  observe  that  he  waa 
handsomely  dressed,  and  hid  the  air  of  a  person  of 
rank.  , 

"Eflie,"  he  said,  V  ovu*  tim^M^ellnigh  spent— tho 
skiff  A-ili  be  aground  m  the^^^Bmd  I  dare  not  stay 
longer.— f  hope  your  sist^P^illow  me  to  salute 
herr'  But  Jeanie  slirunJrback  from  him  witjj  a 
feeling  of  internal  abhorrence,.  "Well,"  he  said,  "it 
does  not  mudi  signify ;  if  jrod  keep  up  the  feehng  of 
ill-will,  at  least  you  do  not  act  upon  it,  and  I  thank 
you  for  your  respect  ^  my  secret,  when  a  word 
(which  in  your  placel  wouU  have  spoken  at  once) 
would  have  cost  me  my  Ufe.  People  say,  you  should 
keep  from'  the  wife  of  your  bosom  the  secret  that  con- 
cerns your  neck— my  wife  and  her  sister  both  know 
mine,  and  I  shall  not  sleep  a  wink  the  less  sound." 

"  But  are  yoiveallv  married  to  my  sister,  wr,"  asked 
Jeanie^  in  greafdoubt  and  anxiety  i  for  the  hanghtf 
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caiclcss  tone  in  which  he  spoke  seemed  to  justify  her 
worst  apprehensions. 

"I  really  am  leiKilly  married,  nnd  by  my  own 
name,"  rtpiir,>ii  Staimion.  more  crravdy. 

"And  your  failicr— and  your  friends  ?"— 

•'And  my  father  and  my  friends  must  just  recon- 
cjIo  fhemselvt'S  to  that  M'hich  is  done  and  cannot  be 
undone,"  replic.<l  Staunton.  "  However,  it  is  my  in- 
ti  iition.  in  order  to  break  off  dangerous  connexions, 
and  to  let  my-  friends  come  to  their  temptT,  to  con- 
ceal my  marna^o  fur  the  present,  and  stay  abruad  for 
some  ytars.  So  that  you  will  not  hear  of  us  for 
».\)tne  time,  if  ever  j'on  hear  of  us  again  at  all.  It 
wiiuli]  Ik- flan?r»/rous,  you  must  be  aware,  to  keep  up 
the  corTcspondente ;  for  all  would  aruess  tliat  the 
hi;f=hand  of  Effie  was  the— what  shalfl  call  myst^lf? 
— tfie  s.'nyi-rof  Porlcous." 

Ilard-hcaruil  liiilit  man !  thought  Jeanle— to  what 
a  character  she  has  intrusted  hi^r  hapi>iness !— Slie 
has  «»\vn  tlu^  wind,  and  maun  reap  the  whirlwind. 

"Diniia  think  ill  o'  him,"  said  Effie,  hreakinj;  away 
from  hrr  husbanrl,  and  leadini;  Jeanie  a  step  or  two 
out  of  h(arins,— "dinua  think  rery  ill  o'  him— he's 

Sude  to  me,  Jeanie— as  ^ide  as  I  deserve— And  he  is 
ttermined  to  jjie  up  h\e  bad  coin-ses— Sae,  after  a', 
dinna  trrcit  for  Ktfie  j  she  is  better  off  than  she  has 
wrouuht  for.— But  you— O  you!— how  can  you  be 
hp.ppy  enough  I— never  till  ye  get  to  Heaven,  where 
a'  b.'>i1y  is  as  pude  as  you rsel I.— Jeanie,  if  I  live  and 
thrivt.^  ye  shall  hear  of  me— if  not,  just  for;,'et  that 
si?,  a  cr»rature  ev(  r  lived  to  vex  ye— fare  ye  weel— faro 
— fare  ye  wc.'l !" 

She  tore  hersolf  from  her  sister's  anns— rejoined 
her  hiisiband— they  plunj?ed  into  the  copsewood,  and 
she  saw  them  no  more.  The  whole  scene  had  the 
etiect  of  a  vi<»ion,  nn-i  she  could  almost  have  believed 
it  such,  but  that  very  s<>on  after  thev  quitted  her,  she 
heani  the  sound  of  bars,  and  a  skiff  was  seen  on  the 
Frith,  puIhn.L'  swiftlv  towards  the  small  smujjgling 
sloop  which  lay  in  the  offms.  It  was  on  board  of 
such  n  vessel  that  Effie  had  embarked  al  PortoUMlo, 
and  J<  ani«»  had  no  doubt  that  the  same  conveyance 
was  destmed,  as  Staunton  had  hinted,  to  transport 
tiiein  to  a  fortiirn  country. 

Ali!if»uL'h  it  was  impossible  to  determine  whether 
this?  uiterview,  wliilo  it  was  passing;,  pave  more  pain 
or  pkT.sure  to  Jeanie  Dean.**,  yet  the  ultimate  imprt'S- 
p:on  wliich  n^niaine«J  on  hot  mind  was  decidedly  fa- 
viiurable.  Effie  was  mame<I— made,  according  to 
the  common  phrase,  an  honest  woman— that  was 
ene  main  point;  it  scemwl  also  as  if  her  husband 
were  about  to  abandon  tiie  path  of  pross  vice,  in 
whii;h  Ik  had  nm  so  long  and  so  de.««p«;rately— that 
was  anoTlur;— I'tr  his  final  and  ellectual  conversion, 
ne  (lid  n«n  want  understanding,  and  God  knew  his 
own  hour. 

Surh  Wfn?  th?  thoughts  with  which  Jeanie  endea- 
voKn.fl  to  ciMisolr  her  anxietv  respecting;  her  sister's 
fuujn.'  ftirtime.  On  her  arrival  nt  the  Lodce,  she 
found  Arehiltald  in  some  anxiety  at  her  stay,  and 
about  to  wyjk  out  i:i  finest  of  her.  A  headach  'ser\e(l 
«9  an  aixdoiry  for  retiring  to  rest,  in  onler  to  conceal 
her  Visible  airifaiion  of  lnin«l  fnmi  her  comp'^nions. 

JBy  tli-.j*  serrseion  also,  she  escaped  another  wrene  of 

a  d:ll'..'-,'nt  sort.    For,  as  if  there  were  dancer  in  all 

i::s,  whether  by  sia or  lan<l.  that  of  Knockdunder 

ad  been  nm  down  by  another  boat,  an  accident 

owing  «*liietly  to  the  drunkenness  of  the  captain,  his 

crew,  ami  i.-asscngers.    Knockdunder,  and  two  or 

threi' guests,  whon^^uis  brin£dng  alonir  with  him 

lo  finish  the  convi\-^^Hf  the  evening  at  the  Lodge, 

p  jt  a  s(»und  duckinmi^being  rpscui.>d  by  the  crew 

.Qt-ifle  boat  which  endanci-reil  thmi,  theix?  was  no 

.  mniiite  loss,  excepting  that  of  the  Captain's  laced 

hat,  which,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Highland 

poit  of  the  (iistrict,  as  well  an  to  the  improvement  of 

the  confonniiy  of  his  own  Hhrsonal  appearance,  he 

niilaeetl    by  a  smart   Highland   bonnet  next  day. 

alanv  w<.-rt*  the  vehement  tlircats  of  veni^ance  which, 

on  the^sucec-diug  morning,  the  gracious  Duncan 

threw  out  a'-'ainst  the  boat  which  had  unset  him ;  but 

»^  nt-ithcr  8}ie,  nor  the  small  smugghng  ^Tssel  to 

•i/z/r//  i»/7<?  Mongitt  wna  any  ionger  t#  be  seen  in  the 

risg/t,  he  was  compcUed  to  m  down  iSth  the  affiront 


This  was  the  more  hard,  he  said,  as  he  was  assured 
the  mischi'^f  w:is  done  on  purpose,  these  scoundrel! 
having  lurked  alx>ut  after  they  had  landed  every  drop 
of  ttrandy,  and  every  bag  of  tea  they  had  on  board; 
and  he  uhd»>rstood  the  coxswain  had  been  on  nhorei 
making  particular  inqumes  concerning  the  time  wluni 
his  boat  was  to  cross  over,  and  to  return,  arul  so 
forth. 

"  Put  the  neist  time  they  meet  me  on  the  Frith," 
said  Duncan,  wth  great  majesty,  "I  will  teach  the 
moonlight  rapscallions  and  vagabonds  to  keep  tb«ir 
ain  side  of  the  road,  and  ^  tanm'd  to  them !" 
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CHAPTER   XLVII. 

Lord !  xrho  wouiri  live  turmoi^ed  in  a  court, 

And  majr  enjoy  lucii  quid  walka  a«  Uieve }— 8JlAKaPKAli& 

Within  a  reasonable  time  after  Butler  was  safeK 
and  comfortablv  stttled  in  his  living,  and  Jeanie  had 
taken  up  hrr  alx>de  at  Auchin!2:ower  with  her  fathcrt 
—the  precise  extent  of  which  interval  we  request 
each  reader  to  stttle  according  to  his  own  sense  ot 
vi-hat  is  decent  and  proper  upon  the  occasion,— and 
after  due  proclamation  of  bans,  and  all  other  formal] 
ties,  the  long  wooing  of  this  worthy  pair  was  ended 
by  then- union  in  the  holy  bands  of  matrimony.  On 
this  occasion,  David  Deans  stoutly  withst(»od  the 
iniquities  of  pipt-s.  fiddles,  and  promiscuous  dancing, 
to  the  ereat  wrath  of  the  Captain  of  Knockdunder. 
who  said,  if  he  "  had  guessed  it  was  to  be  sic  a  tamn'a 
Uuakers^  meeting,  he  wad  hac  seen  them  peyont  the 
cairn  before  he  wad  hac  darkened  their  doors." 

And  so  much  rancour  remained  on  the  spirits  oi 
the  gracious  Duncan  upon  this  occasion,  tiiat  various 
"  picqueerings,"  as  David  called  them,  took  place 
upon  the  same  and  similar  topics;  and  it  was  only  in 
consequence  of  an  accidental  visit  of  the  Duke  to'liif 
I^dge  at  R<.»sen(.*ath,  that  they  were  put  a  stop  to. 
Jhjt  upon  that  occasion  his  Gnice  showed  such  par- 
ticular respect  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ihitler,  nnd  suck 
favour  even  to  old  David,  that  Knockdunder  held  ii 
prud(  nt  to  change  his  course  towards  the  latter.  He 
in  future,  used  to  express  himself  among  friends 
concerning  the  minister  and  his  wife,  as  "vtr)*  worth] 
decent  folk,  just  a  little  over  strict  in  their  notions  j 
put  it  was  iiesl  for  thae  plack  catlle  to  err  on  the  safe 
side."  Afid  resi)ecting  David,  he  allowed  that  "be 
was  an  excellent  Judge  of  nowte  and  sheei),  and  i 
W'nsilile  eneugh  carle,  an  it  werena  for  his  tanm'd 
Cameronian  i^nsensi*,  whilk  it  is  not  worth  while  ol 
a  shentleman  to  knock  out  of  an  auld  silly  head, 
either  by  force  of  reason,  or  otherwise."  So  that,  by 
avoi(iing  topics  of  dispute,  the  personages  of  our  tafe 
lived  in  great  gi>od  habits  with  the  gracious  Duncan, 
only  that  he  still  grit:ved  David's  soul,  and  set  a  pt  ri- 
lous  example  to  the  congreeation,  by  sonietmioi 
bringing  his  pipe  u»  the  churcii  during  a  cold  winter- 
day,  and  almost  always  sleeping  during  sermon  in 
the  summer-time. 

Mrs.  Butler,  whom  we  must  no  longer,  if  we  can 
help  it,  term  by  the  familiar  name  of  Jeanie,  broudit 
into  the  married  state  the  same  firm  mind  and  atfec" 
tionate  dis]Kisition,— the  same  natural  and  homely 
grnid  sens(?,  and  spirit  of  useful  exertion,— in  a  word, 
all  the  domestic  good  qualities  of  which  she  had  given 
proof  during  her  maiden  life.  She  did  not  indeed 
rival  Butler  in  learning;  but  then  no  woman  more 
devoutly  venerated  the  extent  of  her  husband's  eru- 
dition. She  did  not  pretend  to  understand  his  ex- 
positions  of  divinity;  but  no  minister  of  the  presbytery 
had  his  humble  dinner  so  well  arranged,  his  clothes 
and  linen  in  equal  good  order,  his  fireside  so  neatlv 
swept,  his  parlour  so  clean,  and  bis  books  so  weO 
dusti'cl. 

If  he  talked  to  Jeanie  of  what  she  did  not  under- 
stand,—and  (for  the  man  was  mortal,  and  had  been 
a  schoolmaster)  he  sometimes  did  Kirangue  mors 
scholarly  and  wisely  than  was  necessary,— she  lis 
tenwi  iii  placid  silence;  and  whenever  the  point 
referrwl  to  common  life,  and  was  such  as  cnm«>  undct 
the  grasp  of  a  strong  natural  understanding,  hcf 
views  were  more  forcible,  and  her  o!)ser>'ation4  i  '  " 
acute,  \\ian  Vna  o^im.   Viv  ^nc^vrai  voUtenem  •  >f  i 
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fiers.  when  it  hnppencd  thut  she  mingled  a  little  in 
society,  Mnu  Butier  was^  of  coun>c,  iudgcd  delicient. 
But  ttren  she  liad  that  ubviuus  v,i»n  to  ol)lige,  and 
that  n^al  and  natural  go<.>d-bri<vJins  depending  on 
good  &<.'i4Kond  good-hnniour,  which  Joined  to  a  con- 
,  fiderablo  dej^ree  of  archnesti  and  Uvehnoss  of  manner, 
'  Fk^ndenxl  her  behaviour  accct^able  to  all  with  whom 
bhe  was  called  upon  to  a«fociatc.  Motwithstundmg 
her  strict  attention  to  all  doincfitic  aifairs,  she  always 
sppeart^l  the  clean  well-dressed  niistress  of  the  house, 
never  the  sordid  household  drudge.  When  coniiili- 
mentcd  on  this  occ^sii)a  by  Duncan  Knock,  who 
euorc,  *^  th»t  be  thoueht  the  fairies  must  help  her, 
since  her  house  was  alwqys  clean,  and  nobody  ever 
Mw  any  bo<iy  swoepiuK  it,"  she  modestly  replied, 
'•That  much  misjht  be  aunc  bjr  limiim  ane's  turns." 

Duwrun  replied,  "He  heartily  wished  she  could 
iMch  that  art  to  the  huzzies  at  the  Lodge,  for  he 
OAild  nr.vcr  discover  that  the  house  was  washed  at 
»',  excrrpt  now  aiid  then  by  breaking  his  shins  over 
the  iviil— Cot  lanm  the  jauJs !" 

Of  Jescicr  matters  there  is  not  occasion  to  speak 
much.  It  may  eai>ily  be  believed  that  the  Duke^s 
chtfrse  wojs  carefully  made,  and  so  graciously  ac- 
ctpted,  that  the  ofleruig  became  annual.  Rcmeni- 
tnmeea  and  acknowledgments  of  past  favours  were 
K'lt  to  Mrs.  Bickcrton  and  Mrs.  Glass,  and  an  ami- 
able intercourse  maintained  from  time  to  time  with 
these  two  respr-c table  and  benevolent  jyersons.  ^ 

It  is  especially  necessary  to  mention,  that,  in  the 
rouTK  of  five  years,  Mrs,  Butler  had  three  children, 
iMo  b«)ys  and  a  girl,  all  stout  healthy  babes  of  grace, 
£iir-haired,  blue-eyed,  and  strong-limbed.  The  boys 
were  nameti  David  and  Reuben,  an  order  pf  nomen- 
clature which  was  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  old 
hero  of  the  Covenant,  and  the  girl,  by  her  mother's 
special  desire,  was  christened  Euphcmia,  rather  con- 
trir>'  to  the  wish  both  of  her  father  and  husband, 
who  nt.erihelcss  loved  Mrs.  Butler  too  well,  and 
Were  too  much  indebted  to  her  for  the^r  hours  of  hap- 
piness, to  withstand  any  request  which  she  made 
uith  earnestness,  and  as  a  gratification  to  herself. 
But  firx>m  some  feeling,  I  know  npt  of  what  kind,  the 
child  was  never  distinguished  hy  the  name  of  EfBc. 
but  is  by  the  abbreviation  of  Femie,  which  in  Scotland 
c«jnally  commonly  applied  to  persons  called  Euphcmia. 

In  this  state  of  ouiet  and  unostentatious  enjoyment^ 
there  were,  besides  the  ordinary  rubs  and  niliies 
wluch  disturb' even  the  most  uniform  life,  two  things 
which  particularlv  chequered  Mrs.  Butler's  happiness. 
"Without  these,"  she  said  to  our  infonner,  "her 
life  would  have  been  but  too  happy ;  and  perhaps^" 
she  added,  "  she  had  need  of  some  crosses  in  tlus 
wjfld  to  remind  her  that  there  was  a  better  to  come 
bthind  it." 

The  first  of  these  related  to  certain  polemical  skir- 
I  fliishcs  betwixt  her  father  and  her  husband,  which 
notwithstanding  the  mutual  respect  and  affection 
tficy  entertained  for  each  other,  and  their  great  love 
for  her,— notwithstanding  also  their  general  agrcc- 
nitnl  in  strictness,  and  even  severity,  of  prcsby tcrian 
principlo, — often  threatened  unpleasant  weather  be- 
tween them.  David  Deans^  as  our  readers  must  be 
aware,  was  sufficiently  opinionativo  and  intractable, 
and  having  prevailed  on  himself  to  l>ecome  a- member 
of  a  kirk -session  under  the  established  church,  he 
folt  doubly  obhged  to  evince,  that,  in  so  doing,  he  had 
not  compromised  any  whit  of  his  former  professions, 
nilicr  in  practice  or  principle.  Now,  Mr.  Butler, 
jiinng  all  credit  tq  his  father-in-law's  motives,  was 
friquently  of  opinion  that  it  were  better  to  dropout 
of  memory  points  of  division  and  separation,  and  to 
act  in  the  manner  most  likely  to  attract  and  unite  all 
rartits  who  were  serious  in  rehgion.  Moreover,  he 
was  not  pleased,  as  a  man  and  a  scholar,  to  be  always 
dictatc^l  to  by  his  unlettered  father-in-law;  and  as  a 
rltrg\'man,  he  did  not  think  it  fit  to  seem  for  ever  imder 
the  thumb  of  an  elder  of  his  own  kirk-sension.  A 
proud  but  honest  tliought  carried  his  opposition  now 
and  then  a  little  further  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
gone.  "  3f  y  brethren,"  he  said,  "  will  suppose  I  am 
flattering  and  conciliating  the  old  man  for  the  sake 
of  hit  mcoesnoji,  if  1  defer  and  give  way  to  him  on 
^fwy  oeemmmf  and,  bendea,  then  are  many  on 
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which  I  neither  can  nor  will  conscientiously  >neld  to 
his  notions.  I  cannot  be pcrtieiuiing  old  women  for 
witches,  or  ferreting  out  matter  of  scandal  among 
the  young  ones,  which  might  otherwise  have  re- 
ninined  conceahtl.'* 

From  this  difference  of  opinion  it  happened,  that, 
in  many  cases  of  nicety,  such  as  in  owning  certain 
defections,  and  failing  to  testify  against  certain  back- 
slidings  of  the  time,  in  not  always  severely  traciiig 
Ibrth  little  matters  of  scandal  and /a?/ia  c/«t»io*a, 
which  David  called  a  loosening  of  the  R'ins  of  dihci- 
pline,  and  in  faihng  to  demand  clear  trsiimoniLz<  in 
i)thcr  points  of  controversy  which  had,  as  it  were, 
drifted  toleewanl  with  the  change  of  times,  Builer'in- 
currcd  the  censure  of  his  father-in-law ;  and  some- 
times the  disputes  betwixt  them  bt^'ame  eager  und 
almost  unfriendly.  In  all  such  cases  Mrs.  Hurler 
was  a  mediating  spirit,  who  endeavoured,  by  the 
alkaline  smoothness  of  her  own  disjjosition,  to  ntu- 
trahze  the  acidity  of  theological  controversy.  To 
the  complaints  of  both  she  lent  an  unpreju(hct>d  and 
attentive  car,  and  sought  alwavs  rather  to  excuho 
than  absolutely  to  defend  the  other  part  v. 

She  reminded  her  father  that  Butler  had  not  "his 
exnerience  of  the  auld  and  wrastling  times,  whi  n 
folk  were  giftetl  wi'  a  far  hxik  into  eternity,  to  make 
up  for  the  onpressions  whilk  they  sulfereri  here  below 
in  time.  Snc  freely  allowed  that  many  devout  min- 
isters and  professors  in  times  past  had  enjoyed  down- 
richt  revelation,  like  the  blcestd  Pwlen,  aiid  Lundie, 
and  Cameron,  and  Renwick,  and  John  Caird,  tlie 
tinkler,  wha  entered  into  the  secrets,  and  Elizabeth 
Melvil,  Lady  Culross,  wha  prayed  in  her  bed,  sur- 
rounded by  a  great  many  Christians  in  a  large  room, 
in  v^hilk  it  was  placed  on  purpose,  and  that  for  three 
hour's  time,  with  wonderful  assistance;  and  Ladv 
Robertland,  >yhilk  got  six  sure  outgates  of  ^race,  and 
mony  other  in  times  past ;  and  of  a  specialty,  Mr. 
John  Scrimgcour,  ministerof  Kinghorn,  who,  having 
a  beloved  child  sick  to  death  of  the  crewels^  was 
free  to  ex^iostulate  with  his  Maker  with  such  nupa- 
tiencc  of  displeasure,  and  complaining  so  bitterly, 
that  at  len^ftn  it  was  said  unto  him,  that  he  was 
heard  for  this  time^  but  that  he  was  rcnuested  to  \.<vt 
no  such  boldness  in  time  coining ;  so  that,  when  he 
returnKi,  he  found  the  child  sitting  up  in  the  bed  hnio 
and  fair,  with  all  its  wounds  closed,  and  supphig  its 
parritch,  whilk  babe  he  had  left  at  the  time  of  death.  ' 
But  though  these  things  might  be  true  in  thcpc  nee<i- 
fid  times,  she  contended  that  those  ministers  who 
had  not  seen  such  vouchsafed  and  especial  mercies, 
ucro  to  seek  their  rule  in  the  records  of  ancient 
times  i  and  therefore  Rcpben  was  carefu  both  to 
search  the  Scriptures  and  the  books  written  by  wis« 
and  good  men  of  old ;  and  sometimes  in  this  way  it 
wnd  happen  that  twa  precious  samts  might  pu'  eim- 
drv  wise,  like  twa  cows  riving  at  the  same  hay-band." 

To  this  David  used  to  reply,  with  a  sigh,  "Ah, 
hinny,  thou  kenn'st  little  o't;  but  that  stium  John 
Scrimgcour,  that  blew  open  the  gates  of  htaven  as 
an  it  had  been  wi'a  sax-pund  cannon-ball,  uned  de- 
voutly to  wish  that  most  part  of  books  were  burnt, 
except  the  Bible.  Reuben's  a  gude  lad  and  a  kind— 
I  have  aye  allowed  that:  but  as  to  his  not  allowing 
inquiry  ancnt  the  scandal  of  Margery  KittlcnidcB 
and  Rory  MacRand,  under  pretence  that  they  have 
southered  sin  wi'  marriage,  it's  clear  agane  the  Chris- 
tian disciphne  o'  the  kirk.  And  then  there's  Aily 
MacClurc  of  Dccpheugh,  that  practices  her  abomina- 
tions, snaeing  folk's  fortimea  wi'  egg-shells,  and 
mutton-nanes,  and  dreams  anddivinauons,  whilk  in 
a  scandal  to  ony  Christian  land  to  suffer  sic  a  wretch 
to  live ;  and  I'll  uphaud  that,  m  a'  judicatures,  civil 
or  ecclesiastical.'' 

"  I  daresay  ye  are  very  right,  father,"  was  the  ge- 
neral style  of  Jcanie's  answer;  "but  ye  jnaun  come 
down  to  the  Manse  to  your  dinner  the  day.  The 
bits  o'  bairns,  puir  things,  are  wearying  to  see  their 
luckie-da(L  and  Reuben  never  sleeps  weel,  nor  I 
neither,  when  you  and  he  hae  had  ony  bit  ojtcast.'' 

"Nae  outcast,  Jeanie;  God  forbid  I  suld  cast  (Uit 
wi'  thecj  OT  anghx  xVial  Sa  ^ewt  \ft  <wsfe\^  >^^^^  ^*^ 
put  on  nia  Bundaf  a  «)a.vaiA  caxnft  Vi  '«*««!»% 
accor^n^fly. 
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With  her  husband,  Mrs.  Butler  had  a  more  direct 
conciliatory  process.  Reuben  had  the  utmost  respect 
iuT  the  old  man's  motives,  and  affection  for  his  per- 
son, as  well  as  gratitude  for  his  early  friendship. , ,  So 
that,  upon  any  such  occasion  of  accidental  imtation, 
It  was  only  necessary  to  remind  him  with  delicacy 
of  his  father-in-law's  ase,  of  his  scanty  education, 
strung  prejudices,  and  mmily  distresses.  The  least 
of  these  considerations  always  inclined  Butler  to 
measures  of  conciliation,  in  so  far  as  he  could  accede 
to  them  without  compromisinK  principle :  and  thus 
our  simple  and  impretcnding  keroine  had  the  merit 
of  those  peace-makers,  to  whom  it  is  pronoimced  as 
a  benediction,  that  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

The  second  crook  in  Mrs.  Butl^s  lot  to  tise  the 
language  of  her  father,  was  the  distressing  circum- 
stance, that  she  had  never  heard  of  her  sister  s  safety, 
or  of  the  curciunstances  in  which  she  found  herseu, 
though  betwixt  four  and  five  years  had  elapsed  since 
they  had  parted  on  the  beach  of  the  island  of  Rose- 
ncath.  Frequent  intercoiu-se  was  not  to  be  expected 
—not  to  be  desired,  perhaps,  in  their  relative  situa- 
tions ;  but  Effie  had  promised,  that,  if  she  Uved  and 
prospered,  her  sister  should  hear  from  her.  She  must 
then  be  no  more,  or  sunk  into  some  abyss  of  misery, 
since  she  had  never  redeemed  her  pledge.  Her  silence 
seemed  strange  and  portentous,  and  wrung  from 
Jeanie,  who  could  never  forget  the  ^srly  years  of  their 
intimacy,  the  most  painAu  anticipation  concerning 
her  fate.  At  length,  however,  the  veil  was  drawn 
aside. 

One  day,  as  the  Captain  of  Knockdunder  had 
called  in  at  the  Manse,  on  his  return  from  some 
business  in  the  Highland  part  of  the  parish,  and  had 
been  accommodated  according  to  his  special  request, 
with  a  mixture  of  milL  l)randy,  honey,  and  water, 
which  he  said  Mrs.  Butler  compounded  petter  than 
ever  a  woman  in  Scotland,"— for,  m  all  innocent 
matters,  she  studied  the  taste  of  every  one  around 
her,— he  said  to  Butl6r,  "  Py  the  py,  minister,  I  have 
a  letter  here  either  for  your  canny  pody  of  a  wife  or 
you,  which  I  got  when  I  was  last  at  Glasco;  the 
postage  comes  to  fouipence,  which  you  may  either 
pay  me  forthwith,  or  give  me  tooble  or  quits  m  a  hit 
ai^ackcammon." 

The  playing  at  backgammon  and  draughts  had 
been  a  frequent  amusement  of  Mr.  Whackbaim, 
Butler's  principal,  when  at  Libberton  school  The 
minister,  therefore,  still  iHqued  himself  on  his  skill  at 
both  games,  and  occasionally  practised  them,  as 
*  strictly  canonical,  although  David  Deans,  whose  no- 
tions of  every  kind  were  more  rigorous,  used  to  shake 
his  head^  and  groan  grievously,  when  he  espied  the 
tables  tymg  in  the  parlour,  or  the  childr^i  piaving 
with  the  dice-boiies  or  backgammon  men.  Indeeo, 
Mrs.  Butler  was  sometimes  chidden  for  removing 
these  implements  of  pastime  into  some  closet  or 
corner  out  of  sight  "^Let  them  be  where  they  are, 
Jeanie,"  would  Butler  say  upon  such  occasions;  "I 
ani  not  conscious  of  following  this,  or  any  other 
trifling  relaxation,  to  the  interruption  of  my  more 
senous  studies,  and  still  more  senous  duties.  I  will 
not,  therefore,  have  it  supposed  that  I  am  indulging 
by  stealth,  and  against  my  conscience,  in  an  amuse- 
ment which,  using  it  so  little  as  I  do,  I  mav  well 
practise  openly,  and  without  any  check  of  mind— A'a 
consdrt  nbi,  Jeanie,  that  is  my  motto ;  which  signi- 
fies, my  love,  the  honest  and  open  confidence  wmch 
a  man  ought  to  entertain  when  he  is  acting  openly, 
and  without  any  sense  of  doing  wrong." 

Such  being  Butler*8  humour,  he  accepted  the  Cap- 
rfiin's  defiance  to  a  two-penny  hit  at  backgammon, 
and  handed  the  letter  to  his  wife,  observing,  the  post- 
mark was  York,  but,  if  it  came  from  her  friend  Mrs. 
Birkerton,  she  had  considerably  improved  her  hand- 
writing, which  was  uncommon  at  her  years. 

Leaving  the  gentlemen  to  their  game,  Mrs.  Butler 
went  to  order  something  for  supper,  for  Captain  Dim- 
can  had  proposed  kindly  to  stay  the  night  with  them, 
and  then  carelessly  broke  open  her  iett#.  It  was 
not  from  Mrs.  Bickerton,  and,  after  glancing  over  the 
first  few  unes,  she  soon  found  it  necessary  to  retire 
into  her  own  bedroom,  to  read  the  document  at 
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Happjr  tho«  art!  Uien  bapp/  ba, 

Nor  envy  me  mj  lot ; 
Thy  happy  state  I  enTy  tbee,^ 


_ . nrj  Unci:, 

And  poaeeftil  oot— Laot  C—  C-^l, 

The  letter,  which  Mrs.  Butler,  when  retired  into 
her  own  apartment,  perused  wim  anxious  wonder, 
was  certainly  from  Effie,  although  it  had  no  other 
signature  thin  the  letter  E. ;  and  although  the  or- 
thography, style,  and  penmanship,  were  "^evr  far 
superior  not  only  to  any  thing  which  Eflio  coukl  pro- 
duce, who,  thoiigh  a  hvely  girl,  had  been  a  remarka- 
bly careless  scholar,  but  even  to  her  more  considerato 
sister's  own  powers  of  composition  and  expression. 
The  manuscript  was  a  fair  Italian  band,  thousit 
soniething  stiff  and  constrained— the  spelling  and  ti>9 
diction  that  of  a  person  who  had  been  accustomed  ta 
read  good  composition,  and  mix  in  good  society. 

The  tenor  of  the  letter  was  as  follows : 

"My  DEABE8T   SlSTES, 

**  At  many  risks  I  venture  to  write  to  yon,  to  infrinn 
you  that  I  am  still  aHve,  and,  as  to  worldly  situation, 
that  I  rank  hi^er  than  I  could  expect  or  merit.  If 
wealth  and  distinction,  and  An  honourable  rank, 
couU  make  a  woman  happy,  I  have  them  all ;  but 
vou,  Jeanie,  whom  the  world  might  think  placed  far 
beneath  me  in  all  these  respects,  are  far  happier  than 
I  am.  I  have  had  means  of  hearing  of  your  welfar^ 
my  dearest  Jeanie,  from  time  to  time— I  think  t 
should  have  broken  my  heart  otherwise.  I  hare 
learned  with  great  pleasure  of  your  Acreasin|^  family* 
We  have  not  been  worthy  of  such  a  blessmg ;  twa 
infants  have  been  successively  removed,  and  we  ar« 
now  childless— God's  will  be  donef  But,  if  we  had 
a  child,  it  would  perhaps  divert  him  from  the  gloomy 
thoughts  which  make  him  terrible  to  himself  and 
others.  Yet  do  not  let  me  frighten  you,  Jeanie ;  he 
continues  to  be  kmd,  and  I  am  far  better  off  than  I 
deserve.  You  will  wonder  at  my  bettA"  scholarship : 
but  when  I  was  abroad,  I  had  the  best  teachers,  ana 
I  worked  hard  because  my  progress  pleased  him.  He 
is  kind.  Jeanie,  onlv  he  ,nas  much  to  distress  him, 
especially  when  he  looks  backward.  When  I  look 
backwanl  myself^  I  have  always  a  ray  of  comfort , 
it  is  in  the  generous  conduct  of  a  sister,  who  forsook 
me  not  whep  I  was  forsaken  hv  every  one.  You 
have  had  your  reward.  You  Irv^appy  m  the  esteem 
and  love  of  all  who  know  yoiL  and  I  drag  on  the 
life  of  a  miserable  impostor,  indebted  for  the  marks 
of  regard  I  receive  to  a  tissue  of  deceit  and  lies,  which 
the  slightest  accident  may  unravel.  He  has  produced 
me  to  nis  friends,  smce  the  estate  opened  to  hhn,  at 
the  daughter  of  a  Scotchman  of  rank,  banished  on 
account  of  the  Viscoimt  of  Dundee's  wars— that  is, 
our  Fr's  old  fnend  Claver^  you  knowT-and  he  sa>-B 
I  was  educated  in  a  Scotch  convent }  indeed,  I  lived 
in  such  a  place  long  enough  to  enable  me  to  support 
the  character.  But  when  a  countrjrman  approaches  * 
me,  .and  begins  to  talk,  as  they  all  do,  of  the  various 
families  engaged  in  Dundee's  affair,  and  to  maka 
enquiries  into  my  coimexions,  and  when  I  see  /tts 
eye  bent  on  mine  with  such  an  expression  of  agony, 
my  terror  brings  me  to  the  very  risk  of  detection. 
Good-nature  and  politeness  have  hitherto  saved  me, 
as  they  prevented  people  from  pressing  on  me  with 
distressine  questions.  But  how  long— O  how  lona 
will  this  be  the  case !— And  if  I  bring  this  disgrace 
on  him,  he  will  hate  me— he  will  kill  me,  for  as  much 
as  he  loves  me;  he  is  all  iealousof  his  family  honour 
now,  as  ever  he  was  careless  about  it.  I  have  been 
in  England  four  months,  and  have  often  thought  of 
writing  tb  you ;  and  yet,  such  are  the  dangers  that 
mig;ht  arise  fit)m  an  mtercepted  letter,  that  I  have 
hitherto  forborne.  But  now  I  km  obliged  to  run  the 
risk.  Last  week  I  saw  your  great  fhend,  the  D.  of 
A.,  He  came  to  my  box,  and  sate  by  me ;  and  some- 
thing m  the  play  put  him  in  mind  of  you— Gracious 
Heaven !  he  told  over  yotur  whole  London  journey  ta 
all  who  were  in  the  box,  but  particularly  to  the 
wretched  creature  who  was  the  occasion  of  it  all 
If  he  had  known— if  he  could  have  conceived,  beside 
whom  he  was  sitting,  and  to  whom  the  story  was 
told !— I  suffered  with  courage.  like  an  Indian  at  the 
stake,  while  they  are  rending  nis  fibree  and  boring 
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liiB  e7e8,  and  while  he  smiles  applause  at  each  well- 
unaxinea  contrivance  of  his  torturers.  It. .was  too 
much  for  me  at  last,  Jeanie— I  fainted ;  and  my  agony 
nwMB  imputed  partly  to  the  heat  of  the  place,  and  partly 
to  my  extreme  sensibility ;  and,  hypocrite  all  over,  1 
encouraged  both  opinions— any  thin^  but  discovery ! 
Luckily  Ae  was  not  there.  But  the  mcident  has  led 
to  mora  alarms.  I  am  obliged  to  meet  your  great 
man  often ;  and  he  seldom  sees  me  ^%ithout  talking  of 
K.  D.  and  J.  D.,  and  R.  B.  and  D.  D.,  as  persons  in 
^irhom  my  amiable  sensibihtv  is  interested.  My 
Amiable  sensibiUty  I ! !— And  tnen  the  cruel  tone  of 
light  indi/Terence  with  which  persons  in  the  fashion- 
able world  apeak  together  on  the  most  affecting  sub- 
iectsi  To  hear  my  guilt,  my  folly,  my  agony,  the 
foibles  and  weaknesses  of  my  friends— even  your 
heroic  exertions,  Jeanie,  spoken  of  in  the  drolling 
styie  which  is  the  present  lone  in  fashionable  life- 
Scarce  all  that  I  formerly  endured  is  equal  to  this 
state  of  irritation— then  it  was  blows  and  slabs— 
oow  it  is  pricking  to  death  with  needles  and  pins.— 
He — I  mean  the  D.— goes  down  next  month  to 
spend  the  shooting-season  in  Scotland— he  says,  he 
makes  a  point  of  always  dining  one  day  at  the  Manse 
— be  on  your  guard,  and  do  not  betray  yourselfi 
should  he  mention  me— Yourself^  alas!  you  have 
nothing  to  betray— no thuig  to  fear ;  you^  the  pure, 
the  virtuous,  the  heroine  of  unstained  faith,  unble- 
mished purity,  what  can  you  have,  to  fear  from  the 
world  or  its  proudest  minions?  It  is  E.  whose  Ufe  is 
once  more  in  your  hands— it  is  E.  whom  you  are  to 
save  from  being  plucked  of  her  borrowed  plumes,  dis- 
covered, branded,  and  trodden  down,  first  by  him, 
perhaps,  who  has  raised  her  to  this  dizzy  pinnacle  I— 
The  enclosure  will  reach  you  twice  a-year— do  not 
refuse  it— it  is  out  of  my  own  allowance,  and  rnay  be 
twice  as  much  when  you  wailt  it.  With  you  it  may 
do  good— with  me  it  never  can. 

*MiVrite  to  me  sooDi  Jeanie,  or  I  shall  remain  in  the 
V^nizing  apprehension  that  this  has  fallen  into 
wrong  hands— Address  simply  to  L.  S.  under  cover, 
to  the  Reverend  Greorge  Wuiterose,  in  the  Minster- 
Close,  York.  He  thinks  I  correspond  witli  some  of 
my  noble  Jacobite  relations  who  are  in  Scotland. 
How  high-church  and  jacobitical  zeal  would  bum  in 
his  cheeki,  if  he  knew  he  was  the  agent,  not  of 
Euphemia  Setoun,  Of  the  honourable  house  of  Win- 
ton.  But  of  E.  D.,  daughter  of  a  Cameronian  cow- 
.  feeder  .'—Jeanie,  I  can  laugh  yet  sometimes— but  God 
protect  vou  from  such  imrth.— My  father— I  mean 
your  father,  would  say  it  was  Eke  the  idle  crackling 
of  thorns ;  out  the  thorns  keep  their  poignancy,  they 
remain  unconaumod.— Farewell,  my  dearest  Jeanie 
— Do  not  ahow  this  even  to  Mr.  Butler,  much  less  to 
any  one  else— I  have  every  respect  for  him,  but  his 
principles  are  over  strict,  and  nay  case  >Vill  not  endure 
severe  handling.— I  rest  your  anectionate  sister,  E." 

In  this  long  letter  there  was  much  to  surprise  as 
well  as  to  distress  Mrs.  Butler.  That  Effie-^her  sis- 
ter Rffi&  should  be  mingling  freely  in  society,  and 
apparently  on  not  unequal  terms,  with  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  sounded  like  something  so  extraordinary,  that 
she  even  doubted  if  she  read  truly.  Nor  was  it  less 
marvellous  that,  in  the  space  of  four  years,  her  educa- 
tion should  have  made  such  progress.  Jeanie's  hu- 
mility readily  allowed  that  Effie  nad  always,  when 
dKe  chose  it,  been  smarter  at  her  book  than  she  her- 
self was,  but  then  she  was  very  idle,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  had  made  much*  less  proficiency.  Love,  or 
fear,  or  necessity,  however,  had  proved  an  able  school- 
mistress, and  completely  supplied  all  her  deficiences. 

What  Jeanie  least  Uked  in  the  tone  of  the  letter 
was  a  smothered  degree  of  egotism.  "  We  should 
have  heard  little  about  her."  said  Jeame  to  herself; 
**  but  that  she  was  feared  the  Duke  might  come  to 
learn  wha  she  was,  and  a*  about  her  pulr  friends 
here;  but  Effle,  puir  thing,  aye  looks  her  am  way,  and 
folk  that  do  that  think  mair  o'  themselves  than  of 
then-  neighbours.—!  am  no  dear  about  keeping  her 
aller,"  she  added,  taking  up  a  50t  note  which  had 
&lk9i  out  of  the  paper  to  the  floor.  "  We  hae  eneugh, 
and  it  looks  unoojike  theftboot,  or  hush-money,  as 
they  ea'  it ;  she  might  hae  been  sure  that  I  wad  say 
naething  wad  harm  her,  for  a'  the  gowd  in  Luni^on. 

Vw-UL 


And  I  maun  tell  the  -minister  about  ft  I  dinna  see 
that  she  suld  be  sae  feared  for  her  ain  bonny  bargain  cr 
a  gudeman,  and  that  I  shouldna  reverence  Mr.  Butler 
just  as  much ;  and  sae  I'll  e'en  tell  him,  when  that 
tippling  body  the  Captain  has  ta'en  boat  m  the  morn- 
ing.-^— But  I  wonder  at  my  ain  state  of  mind,"  she 
added,  turning  back,  after  she  had  made  a  step  or  two  < 
to  the  door  to  join  the  gentlemen ;  "  surely  i  am  no 
sic  a  fule  as  to  be  angry  that  Effie's  a  braw  lady, 
while  I  am  only  a  minister's  wife?— andv'et  I  am  as 
petted  as  a  baini,  when  I  should  bless  Gtod.  that  has 
redeemed  her  from  shama  and  poverty^  ana  giult,  as 
ower  likely  she  might  hae  been  plunged  mto.'^ 

Sitting  down  upon  a  stool  at  the  foot  of  the  bed, 
she  folded  her  arms  upon  her  bosom,  saying  witnin 
herself,  "  Prom  this  place  will  I  not  rise  tUl  I  am  in  a 
better  frame  of  mind ;"  and  so  placed,  by  dint  of  tear* 
ing  the  veil  from  the  motives  of  her  little  temporary 
spleen  against  her  sister,  she  compelled  herself  t^  be 
ashamed  of  them,  and  to  view  as  blessings  the  ad- 
vantages of  her  sister's  lot,  while  its  embarrassments 
were  the  necessary  consequences  of  errors  long  since 
committed.  And  thus  she  fairly  vanquished  tne  feel- 
ing of  pique  which  she  naturally  enough  entertained, 
at  seeing  Effie,  so  long  the  object  of  her  care  and  her 
pity,  spar  suddenly  so  high  above  her  in  Me,  as  to 
reckon  araonc^st  the  chief  pbiects  of  her  apprehension 
the  risk  of  their  relationship  being  discovered. 

When  this  unwonted  buret  of  amour  propre  was 
thoroughly  subdued,  she  walked  down  to  the  little 
parlour  Where  the  gentlemen  were  finishing  their 
game,  and  heard  from  the  Captain  a  confirmation  of 
the  news  intimated  in  her  letter,  that  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  was  shortly  expected  at  Rosoneath. 

He'll  find  plenty  of  moor-fowls  and  plack-cock 
on  the  moors  of  Aucningower,  and  he'll  pe  nae  doubt 
for  taking  a  late  dinner,  and  a  ped  at  the  Manse,  as 
he  has  done  pefore  now." 

"He  has  a  gude  right.  Captain."  saul  Jeanie. 

"Teil  anenelter  to  ony  ped  in  the  kliitra,"  answer- 
ed the  Captw.  "And  ye  had  petter  tell  your  father, 
puir  body,  to  get  his  beasts  a*  m  order,  and  pu^  his 
tamn'd  Cameronian  nonsense  out  o'  his  head  for  twa 
or  three  days,  if  he  can  pe  so  opliging;  for  fan  I  soenk 
to  him  apout  prute  pestial,  he  answers  ma  out  o  the 
Pible,  which  is  not  using  a  siientleman  weel,  imlcss  it 
be  a  person  of  your  clotn,  Mr.  Putler." 

No  one  understood  better  than  Jeanie  the  merit  of 
the  soft  answer,  which  tumeth  away  wrath ;  and  she 
only  smiled,  and  hoped  that  his  Grace  would  find 
every  thing  that  was  imder  her  father's  care  to  his 
entire  sati^ction. 

But  the  Captain,  who  had  lost  the  whole  postage 
of  the  letter  at  backgammon,  was  in  the  pouting  mood 
not  unusual  to  losers,  and  which,  says  the  proverb, 
must  be  allowed  to  them.  ' 

"  And,  Master  Putler,  though  yon  know  I  ne>'er 
meddle  with  the  things  of  your  kirk-sessionS)  yet  I 
must  pe  allowed  to  say  that  I  will  not  pe  pleased  to 
allow  Ailie  MacClure  of  Deepheugh  to  be  poonished 
as  a  witch,  in  respect  she  only  spaes  fortimes,  and 
does  not  lame,  or  pfind,  or  pedevil  anv  persons,  or" 
coup  cadgers'  carts,  or  ony  sort  of  mischief;  put  only 
tells  people  good  fortunes,  as  anent  our  poats  killing 
so  many  seals  and  doug-fishes,  whilk  is  very  pleasant 
to  hear." 

"The  woman,"  said  Butler,  "is,  I  believe,  no  whch, 
but  a  cheat :  and  it  is  only  on  that  head  that  she 
is  stunmoned  to  the  kirk-session,  to  cause  her  tc>  de- 
sist in  future  from  practising  her  impostures  upo:4  i^* 
norant  persons." 

"I  do  not  know,"  replied  the  gracious  Duncan,  » 
"what  her  practices  or  her  postures  are,  but  I  pelieve 
that  if  the  poys  take  hould  on  her  to  duck  her  m  tlie 
Clachan  p«m,  it  vnW  be  a  very  sorry  practice— and  I 
pcdicve,  moreover,  that  if  I  come  in  tmrdsman  among 
you  at  the  kirk-sessions,  you  will  be  all  in  a  tamn'd 
pad  posture  indeed." 

Without  noticing  this  threat,  Mr.  Butler  repliwl,* 
"  That  he  had  not  attended  to  the  risk  of  Ul  usage 
which  the  poor  woman  might  undergo  at  the  hands 
of  the  rabble,  and  that  he  would  give  her  the  neces- 
sary admonition  in  private,  insteadof  bringing  her  be- 
fore the  assembled  sessioiL" 
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lliis,"  Duncan  said,  "  was  speaking  like  m  rea- 
•onabie  shentleman ;"  and  so  tiie  evening  passed 
pencfaMy  off. 

Next  -inorning,  after  the  Captain  had  b wallowed 
his  morning  draught  of  Atholo  brose,  and  dtpartetl 
ui  his  coach  and  siXf  Mrs.  Butler  anew  deliberated 
itnoii  cmnuiunicating  to  her  husband  her  sister's  let- 
ter. Kut  she  was  deterred  by  th^  recollection,  that, 
in  (louiLi  so,  she  would  unveil  to  him  the  whole  of  a 
drearhul  wecrct,  of  which,  perhaps,  his  public  charac- 
ter nii^dir  r«:nder  him  an  unfit  depositqjry.  Butler  ol- 
T'-'fldy-  hrid  reason  to  believe  that  Effie  had  eloped 
with  that  same  Robertson  who  had  l>een  a  ieadpr  in 
the  Poriwus  mob,  and  who  lay  under  sentence  of 
death  for  the  robbery  at  Kirkaldy.  But  he  did  not 
know  h'.s  identity  with  Geon;e  Staunton,  a  man  of 
b:r4h  and  fortune,  who  had  now  apparently  re-as- 
Bumed  his  natural  rank  in  society.  Jeanie  nad  re- 
spect(^d  Stauntorj's  own  confession  as  sacred,  and 
upon  rertcction  she  considered  the  letter  of  her  sister 
as  equally  so,  and  resolved  to  mention  the  contents 
to  no  one. 

On  re-perusing  the  1«.  iter,  she  could  not  help  observ- 
ing; the  stuirgenn.g  and  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
those  who  have  n.scn  to  distinction  by  undue  paths, 
and  the  outworks  and  bulwarks  of  fiction  and  false- 
hood, by  which  they  are  imdcr  the  necessity  of  sur- 
roimdinc;  and  defending  their  precaiious  adVantao^es. 
But  slie  wa.4  not  calU.d  upon,  she  thought,  to  unveil 
Her  sister's  oripfinal  history— it  would  restore  no  right 
to  any  one,  for  she  was  usur^mij^  none — it  would  only 
de^^iroy  her  happiness,  and  oeiq-ade  her  in  the  public 
estimation.  Had  she  been  wise,  Jeanie  thought  she 
would  have  chosen  seclusion  and  privacy,  in  place  of 
puhUc  life  and  sayety ;  but  the  power  of  choice  might 
not  be  hers.  Tlie  money,  she  thoujrht,  could  not  be 
retifrned  without  her  seeming  haughty  and  unkind. 
She  rt'solved,  thore/ore,  upon  re-considerine  this 
point,  to  employ  it  as  occasion  should  Ber\'e,  either  in 
educating  her  children  better  than  her  own  means 
could  compass,  or  for  their  future  portions  Her  sister 
had  enou:;K  was  strongly  bound  to  nsist  Jeanie 
by  any  m»  ans  in  her  power,  and  the  arrangement  was 
eo  natural  and  proper,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  de- 
cline*!  out  of  fastidious  or  romantic  delicacy.  Jeanie 
acconliiiLHy  wrote  to  her  sister,  acknowledging  hor 
K'ttrr,  and  reriuesting  to  hear  from  her  as  often  as  she 
could.  In  entering  into  hcrown  Httle  details  9f  news, 
chierty  respecting  doniesiic  atfairs,  she  experienced  a 
singiilar  va<:illation  of  ideas ;  for  sometimes  she  apolo- 
nzed  for  mentioning  things  unworthy  the  notice  of  a 
Jjidy  of  rank,  and  tlieii  recolliH'ted  that  every  thing 
which  concerned  her  should  be  interesting  to  Eftio. 
Hr^r  leiti'r,  under  the  cover  of  Mr.  Whiterose,  she  com- 
mitted to  the  post-office  at  Glasgow,  By  the  inicr- 
Toiition  of  a  parishioner  who  had  business  at  that  city. 

The  next  week  brou>?ht  the  Duke  to  Roseneath,  and 
ihorilv  afterwards  he  intimated  his  intention  of  sport- 
ing in  their  neighborhood,  and  taking  his  bed  at  the 
Manse;  an  honour  which  he  had  once  or  twice  done 
to  its  inmates  on  former  occasions. 

Elli"  proved  to  be  perft'Ctly  ri.^iht  in  her  anticipa- 
tions. The  Duke  had  hartlly  set  Himself  down  at  Mrs. 
Butlers  right  hand,  and  taken  unon  hhnself  the  task 
of  carving  the  excellent  "  barn-door  chncky,"  which 
had  been  selected  as  the  high  dish  upon  this  honoura- 
ble occasion,  before  he  began  to  speak  of  Lady  Staun- 
ton of  Willingham,  in  Lincolnshire,  and  the  great 
noiso  which  her  wit  and  beauty  made  in  London.  For 
niiK'h  of  this  Jeanio  was,  in  some  measure,  prepared 
— I>ut  EfTie's  wit !  that  would  never  have  entered  into 
.  her  imniritiation,  being  ignorant  how  exactly  raillery 
in  the  liigher  rank  rcKmblcs  fiippancy  among  their 
inferiors. 

"  She  has  been  the  ruling  belle— the  blazing  star— 
txic  univjTsal  toast  of  the  winter,"  said  the  Duke; 
*and  is  R'ally  the  most  beautiful  creature  that  was 
•cen  at  court  upon  the  birth-day." 

The  birth-dav!  and  at  court !— Jeanie  was  anni- 
hilated, remembering  well  her  own  presentation,  all 
its  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  particularly  the 
rau.K?  of  it. 

"J  mention  this  ladv  particuhj]y  to  you,  Mrs.  But- 
ler,  'said  the  Duko,  *'becauBeshc  has  something  in 
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the  sound  of  her  iroioe,  and  cast  of  her  countcnoncfly 
that  reminded  me  of  you— not  when  you  look  so  pals 
though— you  have  over-fatigued  yourself— you  must 
pledge  me  in  a  glass  of  wine." 

She  did  so,  and  Butler  observed,  **  It  was  danpier 
ous  tkttery  in  his  Grace  to  tell  a  poor  minister* s  wifii 
that  she  was  like  a  court-beauty." 

"  Oho  I  Mr.  Butler,"  saki  the  Duke,  "  I  find  von  ars 
growing  jealous :  but  it's  rather  too  hxe  in  toe  day, 
for  you  know  how  long  I  have  admired  vour  wiic. 
But  seriously,  there  is  betwixt  them  one  of  those  in- 
explicable likenesses  which  m'c  see  m  countennnoc^ 
that  do  not  otherwise  resemble  each  other." 

"  The  perilous  part  of  the  compliment  has  flo^'n 
off"  thought  Mr.  Butler. 

His  wife,  feeling  the  awkwardness  of  silence,  forced 
herself  to  say,  "That,  perhaps,  the  lady  might  be  het 
counto'woman,  and  the  language  might  make  soma 
resemblance." 

"  You  are  quite  right,"  replied  the  Duke.  "  She  if 
a  Scotchwoman,  and  speaks  with  a  Scotch  accent, 
and  now  and  then  a  provincial  word  drops  out  S9 
prettily,  that  it  is  quite  Doric,  Mr.  Butler." 

"  I  should  have  thought,"  said  the  clergyman. 
"  that  would  have  sounded  vulgar  in  the  great  city." 

J'  Not  at  all,"  replied  the  Duke ;  "  you  must  suppose 
it  is  not  the  broad  coarse, Scotch  that  is  spoken  m  the 
Cowgate  of  Edinburgh,  or  in  the  Gorbals.  This  lariy 
has  l)ecn  very  little  in  Scotland,  in  fact— She  was  edu- 
cated in  a  convent  abroad,  and  speaks  that  purs 
court- Scotch,  which  was  common  in  my  j'ounger 
days ;  hut  it  is  so  generally  disused  now,  that  it  sounds 
like  a  different  diaJect,  entirely  distinct  from,  our  mo- 
dem patois." 

Notwithstanding  her  anxiety,  Jeanie  could  not  helji 
admiring  within  herself,  how  the  most  correct  judges 
of  life  and  manners  can  be  imposed  on  by  their  own 
preconceptions,  while  the  Duke  proceeded  thus: 
'I  She  is  of  the  unfbrtunate  honse  of  Winton,  I  be- 
lieve ;  but,  being  bred  abroad,  she  had  missed  the  op- 
portunity of  learning  her  own  pedigree,  and  was 
obhged  to  jne  for  informing  her,  that  she  must  cer- 
tainly come  of  the  Setons  of  Windreoul.  I  wish  you 
could  have  seen  how  prettily  she  bliished  at  her  own 
ignorance.  Amidst  her  noble  and  ek^nt  manners, 
there  is  now  and  then  a  little  touch  of  bashfuinesi 
and  conventual  rusticity,  if  I  may  call  it  so,  that 
makes  her  quite  enchanting.  You  see  at  once  the 
rose  that  had  bloomed  untouched  amid  the  chaste 
precincts  of  the  cloister,  Mr.  Butler." 

True  to  the  hint,  Mr.  Butler  failed  not  to  start  witb 
his 

"  Ut  flof  in  Mptii  Kcretm  mseitur  hortjt,**  4m. 

while  his  wife  could  hardly  persuade  herself  that  aH 
this  was  spoken  of  Effie  Dears,  and  by  so  competent 
a  judge  as  the  Duke  of  Argylei  and  had  she  been  ac- 
quainted with,  Catullus,  would  have  thought  the  for- 
tunes of  her  sister  had  reversed  the  whole  passage. 

She  was,  however,  determined  4o  obtain  some  in- 
demnification for  the  anxious  feelings  of  the  moment 
by  gaining  all  the  mtelligence  she  could;  and  there- 
fore ventured  to  make  some  inquiry  about  the  hus- 
band of  the  lady  his  Grace  admired  so  much. 

"  He  is  verj'  nch,"  replied  the  Duke ;  "  of  an  ancient 
family,  and  has  good  manners :  but  he  is  far  from  be- 
ing such  a  general  favourite  as  nis  wife.  Some  people 
say  he  can  i>e  very  pleasant— I  never  saw  him  so ;  tut 
should  rather  judge  him  reserved,  and  gloomy,  and 
capricious.  He  was  very  wild  in  his  youth,  they  say, 
and  has  bad  health;  yet  he  is  a  good-looking  man 
enough— a  great  friend  of  vour  Lord  High  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Kirk,  Mr.  Butler." 

"Then  he  is  the  friend  of  a  very  worthy  and  ho- 
nourable nobleman,"  said  Butler. 

"  Dors  he  admire  his  lady  as  much  as  other  people 
do  ?"  said  Jeanie,  in  a  low  voice. 

"  Who— Sir  George?  They  sav  he  is  rery  fond  of 
her,"  said  the  Duke;  ''but  I  cbser>'esho  trembles  • 
little  when  he  fixes  his  e\e  on  her."  and  that  is  no 
goixi  sian— But  it  is  strange  how  I  am  haunted  by 
this  resemblance  of  yours  to  Lady  Staunton,  in  lock 
and  tone  of  voice.  One  would  almost  swear  you  wen 
sisters." 

Jcanlus  distress  became  uncontrollable,  end  bv 
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Tond  roDttslment.  Hie  lKik«  of  Aigyle  was  much 
dtstarbed,  *good-Datiiredly  ascribing  it  to  his  having 
unwittingly  called  to  her  remen^brance  her  family 
misfortunes.  He  was  too  well-bred  to  attempt  to 
apologize;  but  hastened  to  change  the  subject,  and 
arrange  certain  points  of  dispute  which  had  occurred 
betwixt  Duncan  of  Knock  and  the  minister,  acknow- 
ledging that  his  worthy  substitute  was  sometimes  a 
little  too  obstinate,  as  yrell  as  too  energeuc,  in  his 
executive  measiu^. 

Mr.  Butler  admitted  his  general  ments;  but  said, 
"He  would  presume  to  apply  to  the  worthy  gentle- 
man the  words  of  the  poet  to  Mamicinus  Asmius, 


Nod  belle  uterii  in  joco  atque  vino. 
The  discourse  being  thus  turned  on  parish-busi* 
ncsft,  nothing  Airther  occurred  that  can  mterest  the 
leader. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

Upon  my  head  the/  pieced  a  fniitleM  erown. 

And  pat  a  barren  soeptrv  in  my  rripe> 

Ttienoe  to  be  wreneh'd  bjr  an  nnlinenl  hand. 

Mo  aoa  of  mine  mioeeeding.— MccteO. 
AfTBE  this  period,  but  under  the  most  stnct  pre- 
cautions against  discovery,  the  sisters  corresponded 
oceaskmally,  exchanging  letters  about  twice  every 
year.  Those  of  Lady  Staunton  spoke  of  her  hus- 
baiid*s  health  and  spirits  as  being  deplorably  uncer- 
tain ;  her  own  seemed  also  to  be  sinking,  and  one  of 
the  topics  on  which  she  most  frequently  dwelt  was 
their  want  of  family.  Sir  Greorge  Staunton,  always 
violent,  had  taken  some  aversion  at  the  next  heir, 
whom  he  suspected  of  having  irritated  his  friends 
against  him  during  his  absence ;  and  he  declared,  he 
would  bequeath  Willingham  and  all  its  lands  to  an 
hospital,  ere  that  fetch-imd-carry  tell-tale  should  in- 
herit an  acre  of  it. 

"  Had  he  but  a  child,'*  said  the  unfortunate  ^%ife, 
••or  had  that  luckless  infant  survived,  it  would  be 
aome  motive  for  Uving  and  for  exertion.  But  Hea- 
▼en  has  denied  us  a  blessing  which  we  have  not  de- 
aerved." 

Such  complaints,  ih  varied  form,  but  turning  fre- 
quentlv  on  the  same  topic,  filled  the  letters  which 
passed  from  the  spacious  but  melancholy  halls  of 
Willingham,  to  the  quiet  and  happy  parsonage  at 
Knocktariitie.  Years  meanwhile  rolled  on  anud 
.these  fruitless  repinings.  John,  Duke  of  Argyle  and 
Greenwich,  died  in  the  rear  1743L  universally  lament- 
ed, but  by  none  more  than  by  the  Butlers,  to  whom 
his  benevolence  had  been  so  distinguished.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother  Duke  Archibald,  %vith 
whom  they  had  not  the  same  intimacy ;  but  who 
continued  the  protection  which  bis  brother  had  ex- 
tended towards  them.  This,  indeed,  became  more 
necessary  than  ever;  for,  after  the  breaking  out  and 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  1745,  the  peace  of  the 
country,  adjacent  to  the  Highlands,  was  considerably 
disturbed.  Marauders,  or  men  that  had  been  driven 
to  that  desperate  mode  of  life,  quartered  themselves 
in  the  fastnesses  nearest  to  the  Lowlands,  which 
were  their  scene  of  plunder ;  and  there  is  scarce  a 

Plen  in'the  romantic  and  now  peaceable  Highlands  of 
erth,  Stirling,  and  Dunbartonshire,  where  one  or 
more  did  not  take  up  their  residence. 

The  prime  pest  of^  the  parish  of  Knocktariitie  was 
a  certam  Donacha  dhu  na  Dunaigh,  or  Black  Dun- 
can the  Mischievous,  whom  we  nave  already  casu- 
ally mentioned.  This  fellow  had  been  originally  a 
tinkler  or  eaird,  many  of  whom  stroll  about  these 
•  districts ;  but  when  all  police  was  disorganized  by  the 
civil  war,  he  threw  up  nis  profession,  and  from  half 
thief  became  whole  robber ;  and  being  generally  at 
the  head  of  three  or  four  active  youn^  fellows,  and 
be  himself  artful,  bold,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
passes,  he  plied  his  new  profession  with  emolument 
to  himself  and  infinite  plague  to  the  country. 

All  were  convinced  that  Duncan  of  Knock  could 
have  put  down  his  namesake  Donacha  any  mornmg 
oe  had  a  mind ;  for  there  were  in  the  parish  a  set  of 
•tout  young  men,  who  had  jomed  Argyle*  s  banner  in 


147 

the  war  under  his  old  fiiend,  and  behaved  venr  well 
upon  several  occasions.  And  as  for  their  leader,  as 
no  one  doubted  his  courage,  it  was  generally  suppos* 
ed  that  Donacha  had  found  out  the  mode  of  concili- 
ating his  favour,  a  thing  not  very  uncommon  in  that 
age  and  country.  This  was  the  more  readily  believ- 
ed, as  David  Deans's  cattle  (being  the  property  of  the 
Duke)  were  left  untouched,  when  the  mimstcrs  cows ' 
were  carried  off  by  the  thieves.  Another  attempt 
was  made  to  renew  the  same  act  of  rapine,  and  the 
cattle  were  in  the  act  of  being  driven  on,  when  But- 
ler, laying  his  profession  aside  in  a  case  of  such  ne- 
cessity, put  himself  at  the  head  of  some  of  his  neigh 
hours,  and  rescued  the  creagh,  an  exploit  at  which 
Deans  attended  in  person,  notwithstanding  his  ex- 
treme old  age,  mounted  on  a  Highland  pony,  and 
girded  with  an  old  broadsword,  likening  himself  (for 
he  failed  not  to  arrogate  the  whole  merit  of  the  ex- 
pedition) to  David,  tne  son  of  Jesse,  when  he  reco- 
vered the  spoil  of  Ziklag  from  the  Amalekites;  This 
spirited  behaviour  had  so  far  a  good  effect,  that  Don- 
ach  dhu  na  Dunaigh  kept  his  distance  for  some  time 
to  come ;  snd,  though  his  distant  exploits  were  fre- 
quently spoken  of;  he  did  not  exercise  any  depreda- 
uons  m  that  part  of  the  country.  He  continued 
to  flourish,  and  to  be  heard  of  occasionally,  until  the 
year  1751,  when,  if  the  fear  of  the  second  David  had  ' 
kept  him  in  check,  fate  released  him  from  that  re- 
straint, for  the  venerable  patriarch  of  St.  Leonard's 
was  that  vear  gathered  to  nis  fathers. 

David  Deans  died  full  of  years  and  of  honour.  He 
is  believed,  for  the  exact  time  of  his  birth  is  not  known, 
tp  have  lived  upwards  of  ninety  years ;  for  he  used 
to  speak  of  events  as  falling  under  his  own  know- 
ledge, which  happened 'about  the  time  of  the  battle  of 
Botnwell-bridge.  It  was  said  that  he  even  bore  nrnis 
there  j  for  once,  when  a  drunken  Jacobite  laird  wish- 
ed for  a  BothwclKBri«t  whig,  that  "he  might  stow 
the  lugs  out  of  his  head,  David  informed  him  with  a 
peculiar  austerity  of  countenance,  that,  if  he  hked  to 
try  such  a  prank,  there  was  one  at  his  elbow ;  and  it 
required  the  interference  of  Butler  to  preserve  the 
prnre. 

lie  <?TptrofI  in  the  arms  of  his  beloved  daughter, 
thankful  for  nil,  the  blessings  which  Providence  had 
vouch Ri!! fed  w  him  while  in  this  valley  of  strife  and 
tf>il— rjTKt  ihnnkful  also  for  the  trials  he  had  been  vi- 
s^tcJ  With ;  having  found  them,  he  said,  needfiri  to 
ni  irrify  that  tiptritual  pride  and  confidence  l'i  his  own 
iii^  which  wns  the  side  on  which  the  wiiy  Enemy 
i<l  tTi'iat  ^or^H"  beset  him.  He  prayed  ii^he  most 
atTccling  mnnm^  for  Jeanie,  her  husband  and  her 
family,  and  that  her  affectionate  duty  to  the  puir  auld 
man  might  purchase  her  length  of  days  here,  and  V 
happiness  hereafter ;  then,  in  a  pathetic  petition,  too 
well  imderstood  by  those  who  knew  his  family  cir- 
cumstancesj  he  besought  the  Shepherd  of  souls,  whffe 
gathering  his  flock,  not  to  forget  the  little  one  that 
had  straved  from  the  fold,  and  even  then  mrzht  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  ravening  wolf.— He  prtfyifl  for  the 

jjg.-.  .....  T  ....     V...    ^'   ,t  ^..-         v,i.^LTl.r  PI  lirrlriTirl 

an  J  tj]ut-[fi.;!iiy  in  hvr  iinl^KVi-— lor  liiu  wlIIuvv  of  ih^j 
honournijltj  ifiiiisfl  tjf  Amyk',  and  for  the  can  version 
of  Duncan  of  Knockdumicr.  After  (In a  nu  was  st- 
leii!,  hting  e^haum*?<I  nur  «hd  he  ti^mn  uiicrnnv  thmg 
ditttncily.  He  wnni  krard)  ind^x^  m  mimt-r  toiiiv^ 
thin!|fibi>ul  natittrisi  dt-fectiotis,  ri^hr-hund  (i,xiMjmi?8, 
anii  left-hand  fullmgsoffi  hut^  ob  May  Hefllyohscrif- 
ei  bin  hoftd  wns  enrria^  m  thii  time  \  rtntl  it  i?  proha- 
blr  r  ]  I  i V  1 1 1 1  -^' "  1 '  xj  »rf  ■  «■  ?ii  o  J  i%  oefii  rrt-d  to  hi  m  in  cT'.^1  v  out  , 
of  -' '.'  1  ■!  lij'uT,  riiid  ihnr  ho  died  in  tho  full  Ki*mT  of 
chnrr^  w  ill  ?if|  iiun.  About  au  hour  nftcrwanb  h$ 
sit;  I  111  ill"  T. !■'•']. 

;\.in'.i-lt--;v-i.ii.'  lir  fiiilitT's  advnnccd  mm,  ttm 
detnli  \iri«  Ji  'ii  v*-ii- ^.!^p|"l■.  to  3!rs.  Binl'jr.  Much  i.'f 
her  hint-  had  W^n  dr.=dicai.<.jl  in  nit^wfm'^  to  ht*i  h^rthh 
fuiii  lusi  wiflh*^»,  anil  sli«*  ftrji  nii  if  paxt  of  Irt  ljm?in<"*l 
in  the  world  was  ended,  when  thv  *^o>>A  oM  tnnn  was 
no  more.  His  wealth,  which  came  nearly  to  fiftet^n 
hundred  pounds,  in  disposable  capital,  served  to  raiso 
the  fortunes  of  the  family  at  the  Manse.  How-  to 
dispose  of  this  sum  for  the  best  advantage  of  his  ta- 
mily.  was  matter  of  anxious  consideration  to  Butler. 

"If  we  put  it  on  heritable  bono,  we  snail  mnvoo 
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loBc  th«  inrwvst ;  for  t1icrr*s  thnt  bond  over  Ix)uns-  \  asking  mc  verv  «iir  I  wad  mayoe  tcl!  you,  tnd  then  I 
l>tt:k's»  laml,  your  fatlicT  f«-uilcl  neither  pet  principal    am  »iirc  I  wtiiild  do  wron^." 

nor  itiicresi  for  it— If  we  bring  it  iiito  iiio  fiindfi,  we  ,     "  Hut  tell  njfc,"  said  niitler,  "i«  it  any  thing  that  d» 
'     "  ■     '  '  1    -    I    II  J  1  •--  .  ^r^tpn,.,  vmirnwn  mind?" 

and  VFO  come  vye  wp  warlcTf 


Bhali  nin 
iht*  t^oull 


IV  be  lose  the  priueipal  niui  nil,  ns  ninny  did  in  i  trcsws  yqurown  mind ' 
li  Sea  si'heme.    The  little  estate  of  Crnit;- 1     "There  is  bmth  weal 


piurc  is  in  the  market— it  lits  within  two  miles  of  the  ,  jrcar,  Reuben;  but  ye  maun  ask  me  nacthtng  mair— 
3Irins4.s  nnd  Knock  snyshis  Grace  hns  no  thought  to  this  siller  binds  mc  to  naething,  and  can  never  M 
buy  it.    But  they  ask  2ro(»/.,  nnd  they  mny,  fur  it  is    sprered  bnck  nfiaiii." 

wurtli  the  money ;  and  were  I  to  t'orrow  the  balance,  "Surely,"  said  Mr.  Butler,  when  he  had  agam 
tlu-orulitor  mi^^Ht  call  it  u|)f  uddenlv,  or  in  case  of  my  counted  ovlt  the  moiicv,  as  if  to  assure  himself  that 
iie.itli  my  family  miffht  bt  dmtresseil."    .  \  the  notes  were  real,  "there  was  never  a  man  in  tht 

"And  so,  if  we  had  mair  siller,  wc  mi^ht  buy  that '  world  had  a  wife  like  mine — a  blessing  aeemi  to ibl- 
bonny  pa««ture-s?ri)und,  where  thr  grass  comes  so  ear-    low  her." 


.  y  a.'-ktd  Jeanlcc 

"CVitaiiily,  my  dear;  and  Knockdunder,  who  is  a 
pfi'ii!  judijie,  js  stron^'ly  advising  mc  to  it. — To  be  sure 
I'l  isi  his  nephew  that  is  scllini;  it." 

"Aweel,  Reuben,"  said  Jeiinic,  "  ye  maun  just  look 


Never,"  said  Jennie,  "since  the  enchanted  prin- 
cess in  the  bnirns'  fairy  talc,  that  kanied  gold  nobles 
out  o'  the  tae  side  of  her  hafllt  locks,  and  Dutch  dul- 
iars  out  o'  the  toiher.  But  gan^  awav  now,  minister. 
and  put  by  the  ssller,  nnd  dinnakeip  the  notes  wamp- 


-.     ,  ,        .         , J  p _       _„., 

up  a  text  in  .Scripture,  ns  ye  did  when  ye  wanted  siller    ishins  in  your  hand  that  gate,  or  1  jhall  wish  them 
b..'fore -just  look  up  a  text  in  the  Bible."  j  in  the"  brown  piirs  apnin,  lor  fear  we  cet  a  black  cast 

*'  Ah,  Jcatiie,"  said  Butler,  lauiihin;^  and  pressing  about  fheni— we  re  ower  near  the  hills  in  these  timet 
hi  r  hand  at  the  same  time,  ''thebt^i  licople  in  these  ,  to  be  thoujiht  to  hae  ."jiller  in  the  house.  And,  he- 
linn  s  can  only  work  miracles  once."  side.«»,  ve  maiin  pree  wi'  Knockdimder,  that  has  the 
'  We  will  s'.'e,"  said  Jeanie  comr>osedly ;  and  going  I  m  ilini?  o'  the  lands :  nnd  dinna  you  be  simple  and  let 

'  liim  ken  o' this  windfa',  but  kw-p  him  to  the  verv  low- 
est penny,  as  if  ye  had  to  bbrrow  siller  to  malic  the 


to  the  cloi<'i  in  which  she  kept  her  honey',  hvr  sugar,  I  liini  kc-n  o'  this  windfa',  but  kwp'him  to  the  ^-ery  low- 

UD.^ 

In  the  last  admonition  Jeanie  showed  distinctly, 


Inrpois  of  ieiley,  her  vials  of  the  more  ordinary  mc-     ._. ,._ , 

dicnirs,  niKi  which  served  her,  in  short,  as  a  sort  of  I  price  un.^' 
sr« ire- room,  she  jangled  vials  and  gallipots,  till,  from 


sTi>re-ro«)m.  sue  jair-^ieu  vmi.'?  nnu  pnuipoip,  iiii,  mmi       in  ine  last  aumoniiion  Jeanie  snoweo  aistmciiy, 

out  rhe  darkest  no.»k,  w«ll  flanked  by  a  triple  row  of    that,  although  she  did  not  understand  how  to  secure 

botrl..««  and  j.irs,  which  she  was  umler  the  necessity    the  muiiey  which  came  into  her  hands  otherwise 

of  (!!>T«lacing,  she  brouL'ht  a  cracked  brown  cann,    than  bv  saving  and  hoarding  it,  yet  she  had  soma 

will)  a  piece  of  leather  tied  over  the  top.    lis  contents'  part  of  her  father  Dsivi«i's  shrewdness,  even  nyton 

striued  to  be  written  papers,  ihnist  in  disonler  inio  ,  worldly  .subjects.    And  Reuben  Butler  was  a  pnidenl 

tiii.^  uncommon  accritaire.    But  from  among  these  |  man,  and  went  and  did  even  as  his  nife  had  advisei 

Jt-nnie  broiwhl  an  old  clasped  Bible,  which  had  bt^ti    him. 

r»a\i«l  1  Van's  companion  m  his  earlier  wandmnirs,  '     ""^ 

fui'l  uiiioh  he  had  given  to  bis  daughter  when  the 

fj.il'inj  of  his  eyes  had  conijielled  hini  lo  use  one  of  a 

I:irir«  r  print.    This  s!ic  gave  lo  Butler,  who  hail  been 

looking  at  her  motions  with  some  surprise,  and  dt- 

Krf.iJ  him  to  Kr  what  that  b<H)k  could  do  tor  him.— 

lU-  ^);^r•lMtl  the  clasps,  and  to  his  astonishment  a  par- 

*■>  i  of  oo/.  bnnk-notis  dropi'cd  out  from  UtwLxt  the 

li  ivrs,  where  they  had  b«.'<n  stpanitelv  lod^etl,  nnd 

lli.rt^nd  upon  the  floor.    ''Idinnn  tliinlv  to  hne  tnuld 

ViMi  o*  my  wealth,  Reuben,"  said  his  wife,  smiling  at 

Ii;."»  .surprise,  "till  on  mydenthbwl,  or  maybe  on  some 

f.iniilvpincn;  but  it  wad  be  better  laid  out  on  yon 

b.»rmy  gra.«iS-holms,  than  ^-ing  useless  here  m  this 


Oi'.M  f>i;;j 

Howoi _  ^_  ...  , . 

Wijy,  \\(.W  is  more  than  a  thousand  pounds,"  said 


"How  on  earth  cnme  ye  by  that  siller,  Jennie ?7 


The  news  quickly  went  abroad  into  the  parish  that 
the  minister  had  bought  Craigsfure;  nin\  some. wish- 
id  him  joy,  and  some  "were  sorry  it  had  cane  oulol 
the  aultl  name."  However,  Ins  clerical  brethTcn^ 
understanding  that  he  was  under  the  ne«'es.aity  of  go- 
ing to  Edinburgh  about  the  ensuing  Whit^uiiday,  to 
got  to;Arh(r  David  Dcan.s'scnsh  to  make  up  the  pur- 
chase-money of  his  new  acmiisition,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  name  him  their  uelcL'nte  to  the  Genera) 
Assi  mbly,  or  Convocation  of  the  Scottish  Church, 
which  takes  place  usually  in  the  latter  cud  of  tht 
month  of  May. 


Ei:rler,  lifting  up  aYid  counting  ihe  notes. 

"  If  it  wore  H^n  thousand,  it's  a'  honestly  come  by." 
said  Jeanie ;  "  and  troth  I  kenna  how  mnckle  there  is 
ot,  but  it's  a'  there  that  ever  I  got.— And  ns  for  how 
]  tamo  by  it,  Reuben— it's  w<*l  come  by,  nnd  honost- 
\\\  as  I  s;ii<i  before— And  it's  mair  folk's  secret  than 
iriint',  or  ye  wad  hae  kend  about  it  lang  syne;  and  as 
for  niiy  thing  else,  I  arn  not  free  to  answer  mair  ques- 
tion.-* al>«iut  it,  and  ye  maun  juM  ask  me  nnnc." 

"Answer  mo  but  one,"  said  Buthr.  "Is  it  all 
frr»'ly  and  indiHiaitalilv  your  own  pro[)erty,  to  dispose 
of  It  as  yon  thmk  fifJ— Is  it  possible  no  one  has  a 
cliiim  in  s«j  large  a  sum  except  you  ?' 

"It  trru  mine,  free  to  riii-pt)Si' of  it  ns  I  like,"  an- 
pwercil  Jeanie ;  "and  I  have  disposed  of  it  already, 
for  now  it  is  yours,  Rculien- You  an^  Bible  Butler 
now,  a->  werl  as  your  forbear,  thnt  my  puir  father  had 
sic  no  ill  will  ni.  Only,  if  ye  like.  I  wad  wish  Femie 
to  gel  a  glide  share  o't  wlit-n  we  are  gnne." 

"  Certainly,  it  shall  be  ns  vou  choose- But  who  on 
e.'irth  ever  riitched  on  such  abiding-place  for  temi)oru] 
trea.'uri'S?" 

"Tliat  is  just  nnc  o*  my  auld-fnsbioned  gates,  ne 
yon  ca'  them,  Reuben.  I  thought  if  Donacha  Dhu 
w:r  t«»  make  ai*  outbreak  upon  us,  the  Bible  was  the 
Inrii  tiling  in  the  house  he  wad  nufldle  wi'— !»ut  an 
onv  mair  siller  should  drap  in,  as  it  is  not  unlikely,  1 
slnill  e't  n  pay  it  ower  to  you,  and  ye  may  lay  it  out 
>our  ain  way." 

"  .And  I  Po.«iiively  must  not  ask  vou  how  you  have 
c-wif  hy  nu  this  nmm^y  ?''  said  the  clerirymnn. 

'Iitduvd,  Jieubvu,  you  must  nui;  for  ii  vou  worif  i  bad  woman. 


CHAPTER  L. 

Biit  nhn  i«  thin?  whnt  thinf  or«» 

Fcmak.'  "f  »wx  it  Mfimi 

Thai  Ml  tHriltTk'd,  omAtc,  and  car> 
Ciinif*  ihia  way  raiiins? -lla.TOH. 

Not  long  after  the  incident  of  the  Bible  and  the 
bank  notes,  Fortune  showed  that  she  could  euiprist 
Mrs.  Butler  ns  well  as  her  husband.  The  minister 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  various  pieces  of  Lusines& 
which  his  unwonted  visit  to  Fidiuburgh  renderw 
necessar)',  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  setting 
out  from  home  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  Feb- 
runr>',  concluding  justly,  that  he  would  find  th« 
space  betwi.Tt  his  departure  and  the  term  of  Whit- 
sunday {2Ath  May^  short  enough  for  the  puirmsc  of 
bringing  forward  those  various  debtors  of  oI<£  David 
Deans,  out  of  whose  purses  a  considerable  part  cf 
the  price  of  his  new  purchase  was  to  be  made  good. 

Jeanie  was  thus  in  the  unwonted  situation  of  in- 
habiting n  lonely  house,  ond  she  felt  yet  more  solita- 
ry from  the  death  of  the  good  old  man,  who  used 
to  divide  her  carts  with  her  husband.  Her  children 
were  her  princiiml  resource,  and  to  them  she  paid 
constant  attention. 

It  hai)]H-ne<I,  a  day  or  two  after  Butler^s  dci»arturei 
that,  while  she  was  engaged  in  some  domestic  du- 
tits,  slie  heard  a  dispute  amon^  the  young  folk, 
which,  being  maintained  with  obstinacy,  appeared  to 
call  for  h(  r  inicrference.  All  came  to  their  namral 
umpire  with  their  complaints.  Fcmie,  not  ytt  tea 
years  old,  chargcfl  Davie  andRcu!)ie  with  an  attempt 
to  take  awav  her  l>ook  hyforee ;  and  David  and  Reu- 
ben nplii.d.  the  elder,  "That  it  w«s  not  a  book  for 
Feiiiic  to  read,"  and  Rcubci».  "Tliat  it  wa3  about  • 


a^^ 


Cba?.  L.] 
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•'Where  did  you  get  the  book,  ye  little  hempie?" 
•aid  Mrs.  Butler,  '^ow  dare  ye  touch  potia'a  books 
when  he  is  away  T' 

But  the  little  ladv»  holding  Deist  a  sheet  of  crum- 
pled paper,  declared.  "It  was  nane  o'  papa's ^books, 
and  May  Hettly  had  taken  it  off  the  muckle  cheese 
which  came  frdm  Inverara ;"  for,  as  was  very  natu- 
ral to  suppose  a  friendly  intercoiu:s&  with  interchange 
of  mutual  civilities,  was  kept  up  from  time  to  time 
Detween  Mrs.  DoUy  Dutton,  now  Mrs.  MacCorkin- 
dale,  and  her  former  friends. 

Jeanie  took  the  subject  of  contention  out  of  the 
child's  hand,  to  satisfy  herself  of  the  propriety  of 
her  studies ;  but  how  much  was^  she  struck  when  she 
read  upon  the  title  of  the  broadside-sheet,  "  The  Last 
Speech,  Confession,  and  Dying  Words  of  BTargaret 
MacCraw,  or   Murdockson,  executed  on  Harabee- 

hill,  near  Carlisle^  the  —  day  of ,  1737."    It  was, 

indeed,  one  of  those  papers  which  Archibald  had 
bonght  at  Lon^wn,  when  he  monopolized  ihe  ped- 
lar's stock,  which  Dolly  had  thurst  mto  her  irunK 
out  of  sheer  economy.  One  or  two  copies,  iv  jioems, 
had  remained  in  her  reiK^sitories  at  Inveriir/.  till  she 
chanced  to  need  them  in  packing  a  ctiecid,  which, 
as  a  very  superior  production,  was  sent,  in  the  way 
of  civil  challenge,  to  the  dairy  at  EInocKiarlitie. 

The  title  of  this  paper,  so  strangely  fallen  into  the 
ter}'  hands  from  which,  in  weU-me4n\  lespect  to  her 
fieehop,  it  had  been  so  long  detain^  was  of  itself 
mlficiently  startlmg  j  but  the  narrvtive  itself  was  so 
interesting,  that  Jeanie,  shaking  h<^rself  loose  from 
^  children,  ran  up  stairs  to  her  <"  ^n  apartment,Nand 
blted  the  door,  to  peruse  it  wit^  jni  interruption. 

The  narrative,  which  appeal  »H  tO  have  been  drawn 
ip,  or  at  least  corrected,  by  the  clergyman  who 
iiiended  -thia  unhappy  wyp  an,  stated  the  crime  for 
•rhich  she  suilered  to  bh.v<j  oeen  "  her  active  part  in 
iiat  atrociGUs  lobber^  erid  murder,  committed  near 
wo  years  since  near  Ilaltwhistle,  for  which  the  no- 
»rious  Fiank  Levitt  was  committed  for  trial  at  Lan- 
laater  assioes.  It  was  supposed  the  evidence  of  the 
{ccoraplice,  Thomas  Tuck,  commonly  called  Tyburn 
Tom,  upon  which  the  woman  had  been  convicted, 
would  w&gjn  equally  heavy  against  him;  although 
many  were  mclined  to  think  it  was  Tuck  himsdf  who 
had  struck  the  fatal  blow,  according  to  the  dying 
natemeut  of  Meg  Murdockson." 

After  a  drcumstantial  account  of  the  crime  for 
which  she  suffered,  there  was  a  brief  sketch  of  Mar- 
K&reVs  life.    It  was  stated,  that  she  was  a  Scotch- 
woman by  birth,   and  married   a  soldier  in   the 
Cameronian  regiment— that  she  long  followed  the 
c&mp^  and  had  doubtless  acquired  in  nelds  of  battle, 
and  similar  scenes,  that  fi^rocity  and  love  of  plunder 
for  which  she  had  been  afterwards  distinguished— 
that  her  husband,  havmg  obtained  his  discharge^  be- 
«me  servant  to  a  beneficed  clergyman  of  high  situa- 
t»n  and  character  in  Lincolnshire,  and   that  she 
ifvured  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  that  honour- 
Jble  family.    She  had  lost  this  many  years  after  her 
.     husband*  8  death,  it  was  stated,  in  consequence  of 
f    oouniying  at  the  irr^^arities  of  her  daughter  with 
wfi  heir  of  the  family,  added  to  the  suspicioas  drcum- 
•^cw  atlbndmg  the  birth  of  a  child,  which  was 
ttrpngly  •suspected  to  have  met  with  foul  play,  in 
oraer  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  arl's  reputation. 
AltCT  this,  she  had  led  a  wandering  life  both  in  Eng- 
«nd  and  Scotland,  under  colour  sometimes  of  telling 
wruincs,  sometimes  of  driving  a  trade  in  smuggled 
Jans,  but,  in  fiwt,  receiying  stolen  ^oods,  and  occa- 
wonally  actively  joining  in  the  exploits  by  which  they 
were  obtamed.    Many  of  her  crimes  she  had  boasted 
w  titer  conviction,  and  there  was  one  circumstance 
wr  which  she  seemed  to  feel  a  mixture  of  joy  and 
JJ**«»onal  compunction.    When  she  was  reading  in 
we  iuburbs  of  Edinburgh  during  the  precedmg  sum- 
W  a  girl,  who  had  been  seduced  by  one  of  her  con- 
r«**te9,  was  intmsted  to  her  chara^and  m  her 
■?•*  d^vered  of  a  male  infimt     Is  daughter, 
j™>«e  mind  was  in  a  state  of  derangement  ever  since 
J«J  had  lost  her  own  child,  accoroing  to  the  crimi- 
fMi  aecount  carried  off  the  poor  gul's  infant  taking 
SJ"*'  oer  own,  of  the  reality  of  whote  death  she  at 
^««  couW  not  be  peraaaded. 


Margaret  Murdockson  stated,  that  she,  for  kotxm 
time,  believed  her  daughter  had  actually  destroyed 
the  infant  in  her  mad  fits,  and  that  she  gave  th« 
father  to  understand  so,  but  afterwards  learned  that 
a  female  stroller  had  got  it  from  her.  She  showed 
some  compunction  at  naving  separated  mother  and 
child,  especially  as  the  mother  nad  nearly  suffered 
death,  being  condemned,  on  the  Scotch  law,  for  the 
supposed  murder  of  her  infant.  When  it  was  asked 
what  possible  interest  she  could  have  had  in  exposing 
the  unfortunate  gu'l  to  sufifer  for  a  crime  she  had  not 
committed,  she  asked,  if  they  thought  she  was  going 
to  put  her  own  daughter  into  trouble  to  save  another  1 
She  did  not  know  what  the  Scotch  law  would  have 
done  to  her  for  carrying  the  child  away.  This  answer 
was  by  no  means  satisfactory  to  the  clergyman,  and 
he  discovered,  by  close  examination,  that  she  had  a 
deep  and  revengeful  hatred  against  tne  young  person 
whom  she  had  thus  injured.  But  the  paper  inimiated, 
that,  whatever  besides  she  had  communicated  upon 
this  subject,  was  confided  by  her  in  private  to  the 
worthy  and  reverend  Archdeacon  who  had  bestowed 
such  particular  pains  in  affording  her  spiritual  assist 
ance.  The  broadside  went  on  to  intimate,  that,  aftei 
her  execution,  of  which  the  particulars  were  given, 
her  daughter,  the  insane  person  mentioned  more  than 
once,  and  who  was  generally  known  by  the  name  cA 
Madge  Wfldfirev  had  been  very  ill  used  by  the  popu- 
lace, under  the  belief  that  she  was  a  sorceress,  and  an 
accomplice  in  her  mother's  crimes,  and  had  been  with 
difficulty  rescued  by  the  prompt  interference  of  the 
police. 

Such,  (for  we  omit  moral  reflections,  and  all  that 
may  seem  unnecessary  to  the  explanation  of  our 
story,)  was  the  tenor  of  the  broadside.  To  Mrs.  But- 
ler it  contained  intcUkence  of  the  highest  importance, 
since  it  seemed  to  afford  the  most  unemiivocal  proof 
of  her  sister's  innocence  respecting  the  crime  for 
which  she  had  so  nearly  suffered.  It  is  true,  neither 
she,  nor  her  husband,  nor  even  her  father,  had  ever 
believed  her  capable  of  touching  her  infant  nith  an 
unking  hand  when  in  possession  of  her  reason ;  bu* 
there  was  a  darkness  on  the  subject,  and  what  might 
have  happened  in  a  moment  of  insanity  was  dreaoiul 
to  think  upon.  Besides,  whatever  was  their  own 
conviction,  they  had  no  means  of  establishing  Efiie's 
innocence  to  the  world,  which,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  this  fugitive  pubhcation,  was  now  at  length  com- 
pletely manifested  by  the  dying  confession  of  the 
person  chiefly  interested  in  concealing  it. 

After  thanking  Qod  for  a  discovery  so  dear  to  her 
feelings,  Mrs.  Butler  b^[an  to  consider  what  use  she 
should  make  of  it.  To  nave  shown  it  to  her  husband 
would  have  been  her  first  impulse ;  but,  besides  that  he 
was  absent  from  home,  and  the  matter  too  delicate 
to  be  the  subject  of  correspondence  by  an  indifferent 
penwoman,  Mrs.  Butler  recollected  that  he  was  not 
posses^  of  the  information  necessary  to  form  a 
judgment  upon  the  occasion ;  and  that,  adhering  to 
the  rule  which  she  had  considered  as  most  advisable, 
die  had  best  transmit  the  information  immediately 
to  her  sister,  and  leave  her  to  adjust  with  her  husband 
the  mode  in  which  they  should  avail  themselves  of 
it  Accordingly,  she  dispatched  a  special  messen^r 
to  Glasgow,  with  a  packet,  enclosing  the  Confession 
of  Margaret  Murdockson,  addressed,  as  usual,  under 
cover,  to  Mr.  Whiterose  of  York.  She  expected, 
with  anxiety,  an  answer,  but  none  arrived  in  the 
usual  course  of  post,  and  she  was  left  to  imagine 
how  many  various  causes  mig^t  account  for  Lady 
Staunton's  silence.  She  began  to  be  half  sorry  that 
she  had  parted  with  the  printed  paper,  both  for  fear 
of  its  having  ftdlen  into  bad  hands,  and  from  the  de- 
sire of  regaining  the  document  which  might  be 
.essential  to  establish  her  sister's  innocence.  She 
was  even  doubting  whether  she  had  not  better  com» 
mit  the  whole  matter  to  her  husband's  consideration, 
when  other  incidents  occurred  to  divert  her  purpose. 

Jeanie  (she  is  a  favourite,  and  we  beg  her  pardon 
for  still  using  the  familiar  tide)  had  waJked  down  to 
the  sea-side  withher  children  one  morning  after 
breakfast,  when  fm  boys,  whose  sight  was  more 
discriminating  than  hers,  exclaimed  that  **  the  Cap 
tain's  coach  wad  liz  was  coining  right  for  ihe  sboNb 
13* 
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with  lailica  in  if.'*  Jcanic  inetincti^  t  ly  beiii  htr  even 
on  the  Hpiiroachins  !»oat,  and  bcrmin;  eoon  stiiBiljle 
ihat  llitn;  were  two  females  in  th+  f-ti rn,  seated  be- 
side tlie  ^anions  Duncan,  who  aitod  as  pilot.  It 
was  a  pfiint  of  nolitencss  to  walk  towards  the  JntirJ- 
in«-place,  in  oruer  to  receive  them,  t^ocially  as  she 
Raw  that  the  Captain  of  Knockdunder  was  upon 
honour  and  een  mony.  His  piper  was  m  the  bow  ot 
the  boat,  FomHng  f(»rlh  nnisic,  of  which  one  half 
Fomileil  the  better  tiiat  the  other  was  drownecl  by 
the  waves  and  the  breeze.  Moreovtr,  he  hmifteU" 
had  his  brigadier  wis  newly  frizz(d»  his  bonnet  \he 
had  abjuritl  the  cocked  hat)  dccorattd  wirh  Saint 
Cieorge  s  ret!  cross,  his  uniform  niaunud  a»  a  cap- 
tain of  militia,  the  Duke's  flas  with  the  boar's  head 
displavrd— all  intimated  parade  an'i  ^ala* 

As  ^Ir!i^.  Butler  ai>proachtd  the  landing-nlnfei  she 
obstned  the  Captam  hand  the  ladies  asni^ro  wiih 
marks  of  $^reat  attention,  and  the  pnnks  advanced 
towards  her,  the  Captain  a  few  sicpa  biJbr^j  Ihu  Lvvo 
lasiies.  ofi  whom  the  taller  and  elaer  Leaned  on  the 
eJionlder  of  the  other,  who  seemed  to  be  an  atiund- 
am  or  servant.  ,      ,    • 

.\s  they  met,  Duncan,  in  his  best,  most  impoitani, 
and  dtf'pVsi  tone  of  Hi^dand  civdisy,  **peesbd leave 
to  introduce  to  Mrs.  Puller,  Lady— <;h— ^— 1  bae 
forcDtttn  your  Icddyship's  name!" 

"Nover  mind  my  name,  sir,"  snid  the  larly?  "I 
tnist  yim.  Butler  will  be  at  no  loss.    The  Duke^s 

letter" -And,  as  she  observed  Mrs.  Butler  look 

confused,  she  said  again  to  Duncan  so  met  hin;j  sharp- 
ly, ''Did  y«)U  n"t  send  the  letter  last  m^ht,  R]rV 

"In  troth  and  I  didna,  and  I  crave  your  lecidy- 
fihip's  nardon;  but  you  see,  matnmi  I  thought  i I 
w«)uld  do  as  wtel  to-tay,  pecau.se  Mra.  Putler  is  never 
taen  out  o'  s«3ris— never— and  the  coach  wna  out 
fishirtj?  -and  the  giin^as  gane  toGn^em^rk  for  a  cag 
of  nran«lv-and J?ut  herd's  his  Gr^ice's  kuer/* 

•'liive'it  me,  sir,"  said  the  lady,  tokiiis  ii  out  of 
bis  hand;  "since  you  have  not  found  it  convtniimt 
t<)  do  uu:  the  favour  to  send  it  beforci  mc^  I  will  dc- 
Lver  it  myself." 

Mrs.  Biiiler  looketl  with  p[reat  attention  nna  a  cer- 
tnin  dubious  ft^^lingof  deep  mterest,  on  the  lady,  who 
lluis  exijrcsstd  herself  with  authority  over  tiic  man 
of  authority,  and  to  whoso  mandates  he  seemed  to 
submit,  resigning  the  letter  with  a.  "Just  as  your 
bddvsliip  is  pleased  to  order  it." 

Tfie  lady  was  rather  above  the  middle  sire',  beauti- 
fully made,  thou£;h  something  emboRpQintt  with  n. 
hand  and  arm  exquisitely  formed.  Her  manner  waa 
easy,  di'-milU-d,  and  commanding  and  pf:eJiied  to 
evince  hiidi  birth  and  the  habits  of  elevateti  sodely. 
fcihe  wore  a  travelling  dress— a  gray  beaver  hat,  and 
a  veil  of  Flandt-rs  lace.  Two  footmen,  in  rich 
liveries,  who  got  out  of  the  barge,  and  hftol  out  a 
trunk  and  portmanteau,  appeared  to  belong  to  her 
suite. 

"As  vou  did  not  receive  the  letter,  madam,  which 
should  have  served  for  my  introduction— fur  I  pre- 
sume yi»u  are  3Irs.  Butler— I  will  n-jt  present  it  to 
.    XtAi  till  yi>u  are  so  good  as  to  odndt  mu  into  yoiit 
Louse  without  it." 

*"To  i-e  sure,  matam,"  said  Knockdundcr,  "yc 
canna  doubt  Mrs.  Putler  will  do  thai.— Mrs.  Puller^ 
this  is  Lady— I,ady— these  tamn'd  Southern  namea 
riji  out  o'  my  head  |ike  a  sUme  trowiinj*  dvwn  hill- 
put  I  pelicve  she  is  a  Scottish  wunmn  pom— the 
mair  our  credit- and  I  presume  hc'r  liddyship  la  of 
thr  house  of " 

"The  Didte  of  Ars>'le  knows  my  fajniiy  very  well, 
«r,"  said  the  lady,  in  a  tone  which  spemed  dtsi-jned 
t4)  silence  Duncan,  or,  at  any  rate,  which  had  that 
€fl}i.'Ct  completely. 

Till  re  was  something  about  the  whole  of  this 
atranger's  address,  and  .tone,  and  mnnnerT  which 
acted  upon  Jeanie  s  feelings  like  the.  dlusions  of  a 
dream,  that  teaze  us  \%'ith  a  puzzling  appnxach  to 
K-ality.  Something  there  was  of  her  water  m  the 
gait  and  manner  of  the  stranger,  ae  well  aa  in  the 
sound  of  her  voice,  and  somethiiie  also,  when  lift- 
»iff  her  veil,  she  showed  featurti#to  wbich^  chonKed 
mm  they  were  in  exprewion  and  com|>lexion,  ahi: 
mouittnoi  but  attach  many  rciiiembryiitfet. 


The  stranger  was  turned  of  thirty  certainly;  mj 
charms  assisted  bythi 


so  well  were  her  personal 


power  of  drtss.  and  arrangement  of  oniam<  nt,  tkt 
she  might  well  have  passed  for  one-and-twenv. 
And  her  behaviour  was  so  steady  and  so  compoffHi 
that,  as  often  as  Mrs.  Butler  (H^rceivcd  anew  fionu 
point  of  resemblance  to  her  unfortunate  sister,  ao 
often  the  sustained  self-command  and  absolute ctjm- 
posure  of  the  stranger  destroyed  tlie  ideas  wliich  be*- 
gan  to  arise  in  her  imagination.  She  led  the  waf 
silently  towards  the  Manse,  lost  in  a  concision  « 
rejections,  and  trusting  the  letter  with  wliich  sltf 
was  to  be  there  intruste<l,  would  afford  her  satisfac- 
tory explanation  of  what  was  a  most  puzzling  and 
embarrassing  scene. 

The  lady  maintained  in  the  meanwhile  the  man* 
ners  of  a  stranger  of  rank.  She  admired  the  varrou 
points  of  view  like  one  who  has  studied  nature,  and 
the  best  representations  of  art.  )kx  length  she  took 
notice  of  the  children. 

"  These  arc  two  fine  yoimg  mountaincera— Yourii 
madam,  I  presume  V 

Jeanie  replied  in  the  affirmative.  The  stnuijrer 
sighed,  and  sighed  once  more  as  ihey  were  preseoiel 
to  her  by  name. 

"  Come  here,  Femie,"  said  Mrs.  Butler,  "  and  hold 
your  head  up." 

"  What  is  your  daughter's  name,  madam  V  said 
the  lady. 

"  Euphemia,  madam,"  answered  Mrs.  Butler. 

"  I  thought  the  ordinary  Scottish  contraction  of  tbt 
name  had  oecn  £l!a\"  riplicd  the  stranger^  in  a  toM 
which  went  to  Jeanie'a  heart ;  for  in  that  smgle  woid 
there  was  more  of  her  sister— more  of  lang  tfu 
ideas— than  in  all  the  remimscences  wliich  hcruwa 
heart  had  anticinated,  or  the  features  and  manner  d 
the  stranger  had  suggested. 

When  they  reached  the  3Ian8e.  the  lady  pave  Mm 
Butler  the  letter  which  she  had  taken  out  of  the  handa 
of  Knockdunder;  and  as  she  gave  it  she  pressed  her 
hand,  adding  aloud,  "Perhaps  madam,  you  wdl  hava 
the  goodness  to  get  me  a  little  milk." 

"  And  me  a  drap  of  the  grey-peard,  if  you  pleaat^ 
Mrs.  Puller,"  added  Duncan. 

Mrs.  Butler  A^ithdrew ;  but,  deputing  to  May  Het.- 
ly  and  to  David  the  supply  of  the  strangers'  wants 
she  hastened  into  her  own  room  to  read  the  letter. 
I'he  envelope  was  addressed  in  the  Duke  of  Arg>le'a 
hand,  and  requested  3Irs.  Butler's  attentions  and 
civibty  to  a  lady  of  rank,  a  particular  friend  of  hia 
late  brother,  Lady  Staunton  of  Willingham,  who, 
being  recommend<.-d  to  drink  goat's  whey  by  the  phyrt- 
cian.«,  was  to  honour  the  Lodge  at  Uoseniath  ^iih 
lier  residence,  while  her  husband  made  a  short  tour 
in  Scotland.  But  within  (ho  same  cover,  which  bad 
been  given  to  Lady  Staunton  unsealed,  was  a  k^ 
ter  from  that  lady,  intended  to  prepare  her  sister  for 
metting  her,  and  which,  but  for  the  Captain's  nvgilt- 
gencc,  she  ought  to  have  received  on  the  preccduig 
evening.  It  stated  that  the  news  in  Jeanie's  last  let- 
ter had  been  so  inlcrcstins  to  her  husband,  that  ha 
was  determined  to  inquire  furiher  into  the  confusHun 
made  at  Carlisle,  and  the  fate  of  that  poor  innoccnii 
and  that,  as  he  had  bei;n  in  some  degree  successful 
she  baa,  by  the  most  earnest  entreaties,  extorted 
rather  than  obtained  his  permission,  imdcr  promiaa 
of  observing  the  most  strict  incognito,  to  spend  a 
week  or  two  with  her  sister,  or  in  her  neishbourhood, 
while  be  was  prosecuting  researches,  to  wnieh  (though 
it  appeared  to  her  very  vainly)  he  seemed  to  attach 
some  hopes  of  success. 

There  was  a  postscript,  desiring  that  Jeanie  would 
trust  to  Lady  S.  the  management  of  theirintcrooursOi 
and  be  content  with  assenting  to  what  she  should 
propose.  After  reading,  and  again  reading  the  letter 
Mrs.  Butler  hurried  down  stairs,  divided  betwixt  tha 
fear  of  betraying  her  secnt,  and  the  desire  to  throw 
hersc^lf  upon  her  sister's  neck.  Effie  received  hm 
with  a  glaare  at  once  aflectionatc  and  cautionair, 
and  immeuTately  proceeded  to  speak. 

I*  I  have  been  telling  Mr. ,  Captain  •— , 

this  gentleman,  Mrs.  Butkr,  that  if  you  could  aceom- 
m<xiaic  me  with  an  apartment  in  your  house,  and  a 
place  foT  ElUfi  lo  sleep,  and  lor  the  two  mcu,  it  would 
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mat  me  better  than  the  Lodjge,  which  his  Grace 
bas  so  kindly'  placed  at  my  oiaposal.  I  r  m  advised 
I  should  reaide  as  near  where  the  goats  &jbd  as  possi- 
ble." 

"I  hare  peen  assuring  m^  Leddy,  Mra  Putler.'' 
sani  Dtmcao,  "  that  thoush  it  could  not  discommode 
yoa  to  receive  any  of  his  Grace's  visiters  pr  mine,  yel 
6he  had  mooch  petter  stay  at  the  Lodge ;  and  for  the 
gaits,  the  creatures  can  be  fetched  there,  in  respect  it 
a  mair  fitting  they  suld  wait  upon  her  Leddyship,  than 
ifae  upon  the  like  of  them." 

"  By  no  means  derange  the  goats  for  me,'*  said 
Lady  Staunton;  "I  am  certain  the  milk  must  be 
mach  better  herei."  And  this  she  said  with  languid 
negligence,  as  one  whose  slightest  intimation  of  nu- 
Dhmr  is  to  bear  down  all  argument.  , 

Mrs.  Butler  hastened  to  mtimate,  that  her  house, 
nch  as  it  was,  was  heartily,  at  the  disposal  of  Lady 
Staunton ;   but  the  Captain  continued  to  remon* 
itrate. 
"The  Duke,"  he  said,  "had  written"- 
"  I  will  settle  all  that  with  his  Grace"^ 
**  And  th^e  were  the  things  had  been  sent  down 
&ae  Glasco" — 

"  Any  thing  necessary  might  be  sent  over  to  the 
Parsonage — She  would  beg  the  favour  of  Mrs.  Butler 
to  show  her  an  apartment,  and  of  the  Captain  to  have 
ber  trunks,  &c.  sent  over  from  Roseneatn." 

So  she  curtsied  off  poor  Duncan,  who  d^arted, 
saying  in  his  secret  soul,  "  Cot  tamn  her  English 
Impudence ! — she  takes  possession  of  the  mmis- 
to's  house  as  an  it  were  her  ain--and  speaks  to 
mentlemens  as  if  they  were  pounden  servants,  an  pe 
tamnM  to  her  !— Ana  there's  the  deer  that  was  shot 
too— put  we  will  send  it  ower  to  the  Manse,  whilk 
5II  pe  put  civil  seeing  I  hae  Drought  worthy  Mrs. 
Putler  SIC  a  fliskmahoy."— And  with  these  kind  in- 
tentions, be  went  to  the  ahore  to  givejiis  orders  ac- 
cordingly, 

Jn  the  meantime,  the  meeting  of  the  sisters  was  as 
juectionate  as  it  was  extraordinary,'  and  each  evinced 
ber  feeUngs  in  the  way  proper  to  her  character.  Jeanie 
«]&s  80  much  overcome  by  wonder,  and  dfbn  by  awe, 
that  her  feelmgs  were  deep,  stunning,  and  almost 
OTcrpoM'eiing.  Effia  on  the  other  hand,  wrot,  laugh- 
eoL  sobbed,  screamea,  and  clapped  her  hands  for  joy, 
lO  m  the  wpsLce  of  five  minutes,  giving  way  at  once, 
ind  without  reserve,  to  a  natural  excessive  vivacity 
w  temper,  i^hich  no  one,  however,  knew  better  how 
to  restrain  under  the  rules  of  artificial  breeding. 

After  an  hour  had  passed  like  a  moment  m  their 
•xpreasipns  of  mutual  afi*ection,  Lady  Staunton  ob- 
•erved  the  Captain  walking  with  impatient  steps  be- 
ww  the  window.  "  That  tiresome  Highland  fool  has 
^turned  upon  our  hands,"  she  said.  "  I  will  pray 
wffl  U)  grace  us  with  his  absence." 

Hoik  no  !  bout  no  f  said  Mrs.  Butler  in  a  tone  of* 
•otreaty,  "  ye  mauna  afiront  the  Captain." 

Affront  1"  said  Lady  Staunton  ;  "  nobody  is  over 
aqronted  at  what  I  do  or  sajr,  my  dear.  However,  I 
^wuendure  him,  since  you  think  it  proper." 
iJv®  P*ri^  was  accordingly  graciously  reouested 
Of  Lady  Staunton  to  remain  during  dinner.  During 
«»  visit  his  studious  and  punctilious  complaisance 
JJ^wds  the  lady  of  rank  was  happily  contrasted  by 
w«  cavalier  air  of  ^vil  familiarity  m  wWch  he  induT- 
-   »«i  towards  the  mmister's  wife. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  persuade  Mrs.  Butler," 

w  Lady  Staunton  to  the  Captain,  during  the  inter- 

]^1  when  Jeame  had  left  the  parlour, "  to  let  me  talk  of 

/   B^&^g  any  rscompense  for  stomung  her  house,  and 

Rwnsoningit  in  the  way  I  have  done." 

l>oubtIe8s,  matara,'^  said  the  Captam,  "  it  wad  ill 
Pjcome  Mrs.  Putler,  wha  is^  very  decent  nody,  to 
mue  any  such  sharge  to  a  lady  who  comes  fixwn  my 
JPJJJJ,  or  his  Grace's,  which  is  the  same  thing.-— And, 
JJ^kuig  of  garrisons^  in  the  year  forty-five,  I  was 
PJ«t  wiui  a  garrison  of  twenty  of  my  lads  in  the 
wwe  rf  Inver-Garry,  whilk  had  near  b^  unhap- 

-  I  beg  your  pardon,  su*— But  I  wish  1  could  thmk 
*,fwtie  way  of  indemnifxing  this  good  lady." 
.    u,  ^  n^  of  intenuufymg  at  all— no  trouble  for 
*H  QOthiog  at  aU~Sok  pemg  in  the  house  of  Inver- 


Garry,  and  the  people  aboulit  being  uncanny,  I  doubt, 
ed  the  warst,  and''— 

".Do  you  happen  to  know,  sir."  said  Lady  Staua- 
ton,  "  if  any  or  these  two  lads,  these  young  Butlers, 
I  mean,  show  any  turn  for  the  array 'T 

"  Could  not  say,  indeed,  my  leddy,"  rephed  Knock- 
Viunder-*'  So,!  knowing  the  people  to  pe  unchancy, 
and  not  to  lippen  to,  and  hearing  a  pibroch  in  the 
wood,  I  pegan  to  pid  my  lads  look  to  their  fiints,  and 
then"— 

"  For,"  said-  Lady  Staunton,  with  the  most  ruth- 
less disr^aid  to  the  narrative,  which  she  mangled 
by  these  interruptions,  **  if  that  should  be  the  case,  it 
should  cost  Sir  George  *but  the  asking  a  pair  of 
colours  for  one  of  them  at  the  War-office,  since  we 
have  always  supported^  government,  and  never  had 
occasion  to  trouDle  ministers." 

"And  if  you  please,  my  leddy,"  said  Duncan,  who 
began  to  find  some  savour  in  this  proposal.  "  as  I  hae 
a  Draw  weel-grown  lad  of  a  nevoy,  ca'd  Duncan 
MacGilligan,  that  is  as  pig  as  paith  the  Putler  paims 
putten  thegither,  Sir  George  could  ask  a  pair  for 
hun  bX  the  same  time,  and  it  wad  pe  put  ae  asking 
for  a'."  , .    , . 

Lady  Staunton  only  answered  this  hmt  with  a 
well  bred  stare,  which  gave  no  sort  of  encourage- 
ment. .     ' 

Jeanie,  who  now  returned,  was  lost  m  amazement 
at  the  wonderfhl  difierence  betwixt  the  helpless  and 
despairing  girl  whom  she  had  seen  stretched  on  a 
flock-bed  in  a  dungeon,  expecting  a  violent  and  dis- 
graceful death,  anoi  last  as  a  forlorn  exile  upon  the 
midnight  beach,  with  the  elegant,  well  bred,  beautiful 
woman  before  her.  The  features,  now  that  her  sis- 
ter's veil  was  laid  aside,  did  not  appear,  so  extremely 
difierent,  as  the  whole  manner,  expression,  look,  and 
bearing.  In  outside  show,  Lady  Staunton  seemed 
completely  a  creature  too  soft  and  fair  for  sorrow  to 
have  touched  5  so  much  accustomed  to  have  all  her 
whims  comphed  with' by  those  around  her.  that  she 
seemed  to  expect  she  should  even  be  saved  the  trouble 
of  forming  them;  and  so  totally  unacquainted  with 
contradiction,  that  she  did  not  even  use  the  tone  of 
self-will,  since  to  breathe  a  wish  was  to  have  it  ful- 
filled. She  made  no  ceremony  of  ridding  herself  of 
Duncan  as  soon  as  the  evening  approached ;  but  com- 
plimented him  out  of  the  house  under  pretext  of  fa- 
tigue with  the  utmost  nondialance. 

vVhen  they  were  alone,  her  sister  could  not  help  • 
expressing  her  wonder  at  the  self-possession  with 
which  Lady  Staimton  sustained  her  part. 

"I  daresay  you  are  surprised  at  it,"  said  Lady 
Staunton  composedly;  "for  you,  my  dear  Jeanie, 
have  been  truth  itself  from  your  cradle  upwards; 
but  you  must  remember  that  I  am  a  liar  of  fifteen 
year's  standing,  and  therefore  must  by  this  time  b« 
used  to  my  character." 

In  fact,  during  the  feverish  tiunult  of  feeungs  exci- 
ted during  the  two  or  three  first  days,  Mrs.  Butler 
thought  her  sister's  manner  was  completely  contra- 
dictory of  the  desponding  tone  which  pervaded  her 
correspondence.  She  was  moyed  to  tears,  indeed, 
by  the  sight  of  her  father's  grave,  marked  by  a 
modest  stone,  recording  his  piety  and  integrity ;  hut 
lighter  impresaons  ana  associations,  had  also  power 
over  her.  She  amused  herself  with  visiting  the 
dairy,  in  which  she  had  so  long  been  assistant  and 
was  so  near  discovering  herself  to  May  Hettly,  by 
betraying  her  acquamtance  with  the  celebrated  re- 
ceipt for  Dunlop  cheese,  that  ^e  compared  herself 
to  Bedreddin  Hassan,  whom  tire  vizier,  his  father-in- 
law,  discovered  by  his  superlative  skill  in  composing 
cream-tarts  with  pepper  in  them.  But  when  th« 
novelty  of  such  avocations  ceased  to  amuse  her,  she 
showed  to  her  sister  but  too  plainly,  that  the  gaudy 
colouring  with  which  she  veiled  her  imhappiness  af« 
forded  as  little  real  comfort,  as  the  gay  aniform  of 
the  soMier  when  it  is  drawn  over  his  mortal  wound. 
There  were  moods  and  moments,  in  which  her  de- 
spondence seemed  to  exceed  even  that  which  she  her> 
self  had  describedin  her  letters,  and  which  too  well 
convinced  Mrs.  Bd^r  how  httleher  sister's  lot,  which 
in  appearance  was  so  brilliant,  was  in  reaUty  10  b^ 
envied. 
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There  was  one  source,  however,  from  which  Lady 
Staunton  derived  a  pure  de^ee  of  pleasure.  Gifted 
in  every  particular  with  a  higher  degree  of  imagma- 
tion  than  that  of  her  sister,  she  was  an  admirer  of 
the  beauties  of  nature,  a  taste  which  compensates 
many  evils  to  those  who  happen  to  enjoy  it.  Here 
her  character  of  a  fine  lady  stopped  short,  where  she 
ought  to  have 

"  Scream'd  af  ilk  deaf  h,  and  tcreech'd  at  Oka  bow, 
Ai  loud  a«  lira  had  Men  the  worrie-cow. 
On  the  contrary,  with  the  two  boys  for  her  guides, 
she  undertook  long  and  fatiguing  walks  among  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  to  visit  glens,  lakes,  water- 
falls, or  whatever  scenes  of  natural  wonder  or  beauty 
•ay  concealed  among  their  recesses.  It  is  Words- 
worth. I  think,  who,  talking  of  an  old  man  under 
difficulties,  remarks,  with  a  smgular  attention  to  na- 
turei 

" whether  it  waf  care  that  vpurred  him, 

Ood  only  know«  ;  but  to  the  very  iMt, 
He  had  the  lighteat  foot  in  Eiinerdale-" 

In  the  same  manner,  languid^  listlefs,  and  unhap- 
py, within  doors,  at  times  even  mdicating  something 
which  approached  near  to  contempt  of  the  homely 
accommodations  of  her  sister's  house,  although  she 
infitantlv  endeavoured,  by  a  thousand  kindnesses,  to 
atone  for  such  ebullitions  of  spleen,  Lady,  Staunton 
appeared  to  feel  interest  and  energy  while  in  the  open 
air,  and  traversing  the  mountain  landscapes  in  soci- 
ety with  the  two  boys,  whose  ears  she  delighted  with 
stories  of  what  she  had  seen  in  other  countries,  and 
what  she  had  to  show  them  at  Willingham  Manor. 
And  they,  on  the  other  hand,  exerted  themselves  in 
domg  the  honours  of  Dunbartonshire  to  the  lady 
who  seemed  so  kind,  insomuch  that  there  was  scarce 
a  glen  in  the  neighbouring  hills  to  which  they  did 
not  introduce  her. 

Upon  one  of  these  excursions,  while  Rcuhen  was 
otherwise  emi^loyed,  David,  alone  acted  as  Lady 
Staunton's  ciiide,  and  promised  to  show  her  a  cas- 
cade in  the  hills,  grander  and  higher  than  any  they 
had  yet  visited.  It  was  a  walk  of  five  long  miles, 
and  over  rough  ground,  varied,  however,  and  cheer- 
ed, by  mountain  views,  and  peens  now  of  the  Prith 
and  Its  islands,  now  of  distant  lakes,  now  of  rocks 
and  precipices.  The  scene  itself,  too,  when  they 
reached  it,  amply  rewarded  the  labour  of  the  walk. 
A  single  ahoot  carried  a.  «>TVBideTaWe  Btrenm  rrvcr 
tKe  fficu  of  n  binck  n">ck,  which  confTOHlf^  etrongly 
in  colour  with  ilir  while  fbum  of  the  oftfondi^  ftiid, 
at  i^iif.  depth  of  nbout  tw&nty  feet,  unoiher  rock  in- 
tcrccjiled  the  view  of  the  bottom  of  the  fall.  The 
water,  wht^fiu^  out  far  bonenlh,  swept  rourif!  ihe 
^fn^^  which  thus  hounded  their  vipw/ ami  \\if-'  jd 
down  the  rocky  gt^n  in  ti  torrent  of  foam.  1  se 
wh&  lovfl  nature  alwnys  de«ire  to  ptrnetrntc  m'-  its 
liTmost  recesscjs,  and  Lady  StawntoTi  a.^ked  D)n?id 
whether  thero  was  not  some  mode  ofeal nine  a  view 
of  the  ahys!i  at  the  foot  of  the  fall.  H6  an  id  Thnt  he 
knew  a  sin  dot*  on  a  shelf  on  the  fiitther  side  of  the 
mtvrccf'fm^  rock,  from  which  the  whole  wnterfall 
wag  visible*  hnt  that  ihc  noad  to  it  was  steep  71  nd 
slippery  and  dnnE^trrjkus.  BenU  however,  on  eratify- 
ing  htf  ctjripaity,"!ihG  ck'sirtM  him  to  lead  the  wsy; 
and  a<^notidins!:ly  he  did  so  over  ctag  amf  stone, 
anxiotisly  pointing  out  to  her  tho  restitrg-placea 
whfrTs  sno  ouphl  to  ptJ5p,  for  their  mode  of  ad- 
vnncins  t^jon  ceasod  to  lie  walkiniij,  and  became 
scrambling. 

In  this  manner,  edging  like  sea-birds  to  the  face 
of  the  rock,  they  were  enabled  at  length  to  turn 
round  it,  and  came  fiill  in  front  of  the  fall,  which 
here  had  a  most  tremendous  aspect  boilmg,  roarit\g, 
and  thimdering  with  uncpasing  din,  into  a  black 
cauldron,  a  hundred  feet  at  least  below  them,  which 
resembled  the  crater  of  a  volcano.  TTie  noise,  the 
dashing  of  the  waters,  which  gave  an  unsteady  ap- 
pearance to  all  around  them,  the  trembling  even  of 
the  huge  crag  on  which  they  stood,  the  precarious- 
ness  of  theii  footing,  for  there  was  scarce  room  for 
them  to  stand  on  the  shelf  ^rock  which  they 
had  thus  attained,  had  so  powOTul  an  effect  on  the 
ienses  and  imaginatbn  of  Lady  Staunton,  that  she 
called  out  to  David  she  was  falling,  and  would  in 


fact  have  droppea  from  the  crag  had  he  not  caiB( 
hold  of  her.  The  boy  was  bold  and  stout  of^ 
age— still  he  was  but  fourteen  years  old,  and  as ' 
assistance  gave  no  confidence  to  Lady  Staunton,  1 
felt  her  situation  become  really  perilous.  The  chcu 
was,  that,  in  the  appalling  novelty  of  the  cirru 
stancep,  he  might  have  caught  the  infection  of  J 
panic,  in  which  case  it  is  likelv  that  both  must  h^ 
perished.  She  now  screamed  with  terror,  thou 
without  hope  of  calling  any  one  to  her  assistant 
To  her  amazement,  the  scream  was  answered  b^ 
whistle  from  above,  of  a  tone  so  clear  and  shn 
that  it  was  heard  even  amki  the  noise  of  the  wat« 

In  this  moment  of  terror  and  perplexity,  a  hum 4 
face,  black,  and  having  grizzled  hair  hanging  doM 
over  the. forehead  and  cheeks,  and  mixing  M-ith  mu 
tachcs  and  a  beard  of  the  same  colour,  and  as  muc 
matted  and  tangled,  looked  down  on  them  from 
broken  part  of  the  rock  above. 

"It  is  The  Enemy!"  said  the  boy,  who  had  vci 
nearly  become  incapable  of  supporting  Lady  Staux 
ton. 

"No,  no,"  she  exclaimed,  inaccessible  to  supei 
natural  terrors,  and  restored  to  the  presence  of  mir»i 
of  which  she  had  been  deprived  by  the  danger  of  he 
situation.  "  It  is  a  man— For  God^s  sake,  my  friend 
help  us  1 

The  face  glared  at  them,  but  made  no  answer ;  it 
a  second  or  two  aftcrwarrfs,  another,  that  of  ayouni 
lad,  appeared  beside  the  first,  eoually  swart  aiid  he- 
grimed,  but  having  tangled  black  hair,  descending  ir 
elf  locks,  which  gave  an  air  of  wildness  and  ferocity 
to  the  whole  expression  of  the  coimtenancc.  Lady 
Staunton  repeated  her  entreati*,  clinging  to  the 
rock  with  more  energy,  as  she  found  that,  from  the 
superstitious  terror  or  her  guide,  he  became  incapa- 
ble of  supporting  her.  Her  words  were,  proballv 
drowned  m  the  roar  of  the  falling  stream,  for,  though 
she  observed  the  lips  of  the  younger  being  whom 
she  supplicated  move  as  he  spoke  in  reply,  not  a 
word  reac|ied  her  ear. 

A  mom^t  afterwards  it  appeared  he  had  not  mis- 
taken the  nature  of  her  supplication,  which,  indeed. 
was  easy  to  be  understood  from  her  situation  and 
gestures.  The  younger  apparition  disappeared,  and 
immediately  after  lowered  a  ladder  of  twisted  osierst 
about  eight  feet  in  length,  and  made  signs  to  David 
to  hold  it  fast  while  the  lady  ascended.  Despair 
mves  courage,  and  finding  herself  in  this  fearful  pre- 
dicament, Lady  Staunton  did  not  hesitate  to  risk  the 
ascent  by  the  precarious  means  which  this  accom- 
modation afforded  ;  and,  carefully  assisted  by  the 
person  who  had  thus  providentially  come  to  her  akl, 
she  reached  the  summit  in  safety.  She  did  not,  how- 
g-.^-  -...pj^  ],^pj^  nr-^und  hcriinti^  ^h**  *"^  ^^^  nf»^*»^«r" 
li«hily  Hiid  atuvt'ly  folh>w  her  tAihiupU,  JildKHi.gh 
tnero  was  now  no  one  t«*f  liokt  the  ladder  fni^t.  Wh»n 
8hf?saw  him  safe  i^ho  lookiti  r<.^und»  and:  could  P'  t 
htlp  jshiK^dering  a  I  the  place  and  coRjpanv  ki  wlii  ll 
she  fotjud  herself 

Th»?y  wt-re  on  n  sort  of  plrttform  of  mck,  summrtri- 
ed  on  Fvprv  iridc  hy  rfi?tH|i[Cf5i,  or  overbtinKJn|r  cliiii; 
and  which  tl  would  hrive  btpn  sCBry"*?  fii^ssiMe  for 
any  rc^jcarch  to  have  discf>v<*Ttds  ns  it  did  sot  setrtH 
to  m  comtTJondf^l  hy  any  nccc?siihlc  poeitwn*  It  ww 

Enrtly  covcrtd  by  b  hiigr  fragment  of  throne,  which, 
adn£?  fallen  from  the  clitTs  above,  had  bwn  itiUT- 
cepr<^d  by  others  in  its  dc^ijenttftnd  fammwi  w  n»fo 
stn'c  fof  a  ftjf.>iiin^  roof  to  the  fsirthct  part  of  tho 
brf>ad  shelf  or  pfjitii^rm  on  which  they  Ft  ood,  A 
quantitv  o(  withered  moss  and  leave*,  Btr<?wf?d  b^ 
neath  this  rude  and  wretched  shelter,  shewed  ths 
IriTBi— thpy  cmdd  not  be  termed  th«  beds,— t>f  tftcM 
who  dwelt  in  this  eyrf,  for  it  dewrvid  no  oihu  naaii. 
Of  Tht-p*%  two  were  before  Lady  Staunton.  Ooe,  the 
snrrio  who  had  afforded  piich  timely  assistance,  stood 
upright  before  thptn^  a  talK  lath j%  young  EavasBi  hii 
drc5P  a  tottcml  plaid  and  phiJnhpg,  tift  »lt^  Ad 
stork  inf^  no  hni  or  bonnet^  the  place  af  the  I  aft  w- 
in^  nup^died  by  hb  h^ir,  twr^tcd  ntid  tnattfd  Wk^  Itia 
fllhltr  of  the  anclf^Tit  wild  Irtiib,  and,  liki?  ihtart^ 
rorming  a  natuml  rhi*  kfif^;  eijmt  enough  to  hear  oS 
the  cut  of  B  F#@|id.^u^^4»>ib^i¥^t*C  the  lad  «iro 
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ma  mnd  aparkling  i  hia  ge&turc  Tieo  and  noble,  tijkje 
At  of  all  savaged.  He  look  Ihtle  noti(!c  of  David 
btler,,  but  paiisl  wiih  wonrtt^r  bu  Latly  Staunton, 
p  a  beins  di^Tbrt^nt  probEiblymdrt^fls,  ancJ  supt-'dorin 
fiaty,  to  any  thinij  ha  had  evtr  belield.  The  old 
nn.  'vehosc  face  tKey  had  first  fl«?n,  remained  rc- 
DBioent  in  til e  vmzio  posture  nj  when  ho  had  first 
poked  down  an  ihem^  only  hift  face  ^as  turned 
pwards  them  us  kc  iay  and  lo^jkeij  tip  with  u  Eazy 
bd- listless  iii'iithy*  which  belied  the  gentind  eJ^prt^a- 
fen  of  his  dnrk  aud  rugged  flafurea.  Ha  e^mtrd  a 
rery  tall  maji,  but  was  secret!  Inciter  cbd  than  the 
founger.  Ht*  bud  on  a  loose  lowland  great-coat, 
ind  mKgod  lirfan  trews  or  patiialoons. 

All  around  louki^  sLnj^Iarly  ivild  and  onTiroi^]  tioua, 
B^aeath  the  brow  ot  the  inciiMitx-iit  h>ck  wna  a 
eharooal  firf,  on  which  ihent?  was  a  still  workingj 
with  bellow  ,  ri^j  haiuniyr?!,  ti  inovcTjhlo  anvjl, 

and  other  si  f ■^c^!a  ;   throe  ^n^,  with  two  or 

lliree  sacks  .rreia,  were  dispOP*:tl  regain* t  Ihc 

wail  of  rock,  unJur  ahtrher  of  the  faipenneunjbenl 
crag;  a  dirk  und  iwa  Hwojpds»  and  a  Locbaltr-axc^ 
lay  scattered  around  the  fire,  of  which  the  red  glnre 
ca«t  a  ruddy  linge  on  ihe  predpiEouis  foam  tind  nuijt 
of  the  casc&le.  The  [arl^  wbetii  ha  had  Batififiexl  his 
curiosity  with  stttrtriij  ai  E*ndy  Stdmuoti,  fftrhcd  dn 
earthem  jar  rind  a  nom  cup,  into  which  be  ponrctl 
some  spintS)  jiifprir^nih'  hot  rroin  the  *Til!,  nnd  ofetvt 
them  sucoesf  ivdy  to  the  lady  and  E>^  the  iH^y.  Buth 
declined,  and  the  young  gavago  quafli^d  oiV  \U^ 
draught,  which  cuuhl  not  anunint  to  less  than  three 
ordinary  glasses.  He  then  feit^bed  nnothur  ladder 
from  the  corner  of  the  cavern^  if  it  could  bb  termed 
so,  adjusted  it  against  ihe  frang verse  mck>  which 
serveu  as  a  roof,  and  made  eigna  for  the  \nt\y  to  na- 
cend  it.  while  be  iu^lc]  it  fast  below.  She  did  so,  and 
fiDimd  herself  on  the  top  of  a  broad  rock,  near  the 
brink  of  the  chafini  into  which  the  brook  preeipitatea 
itself.  She  could  -sec  the  civet  of  the  torrent  flung 
loose  down  the  rork,  like  tbt?  mane  of  a  wild  horaej 
but  without  bavin ff  any  view  of  the  lower  platform 
from  which  alie  Jiad  a^n-endefl. 

David  waa  not  nufTered  to  mount  m  easily  j  the 
lad,  from  sport  or  love  of  miaribieff  shook  the'l adder 
a  good  deal  as  he  asccndtd,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
terror  of  yoou^  Btjtkr  so  ibat,  when  they  bad  btMh 
come  up,  they  lojiked  on  each  other  with  no  friijndly 
eyes.  Neatheti  bowevtr,  spoke.  The  young  catrd, 
or  tinker,  or  gipsy^  with  n  gowl  deal  of  attention,  an- 
sisted  Ladv  Staunton  tip  a  very  perilous  aseont 
which  she  had  still  to  encounter  and  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  David  Butlert  unit!  all  three  stood  clear 
of  the  ravine  on  the  side  of  a  m  mm  lain,  whose 
■ides  were  cr>vere(l  with  f leather  and  abcx'iH  of  b>o«te 
shingle.  So  narrow  was  the  ehnsm  on!  of  which 
they  ascendtnl,  that,  unless  wb*'n  tbuy  wpre  on  the 
very  verge,  the  eyc'  pasD^t^  to  the  other  side  without 
perceiving  t]iB  eJ£tH!oni?e  of  a  rent  su  iVnrfiil,  and 
nothing  waii  $een  of  tho  caiaraei}  though  its  deep 
hoarse  voice  waa  still  heard. 

Ladv  Staunton,  fretnl  frotn  the  danger  of  rock  and 
river,  had  now  a  new  subject  of  aniiety.  Her  two 
guides  CQnfrfmte^i  each  other  with  angry  countenan- 
ces; for  David,  though  younger  by  two  years  at  least, 
and  much  shorter,  was  a  (Ptotit,  well-set,  and  very 
bold  boy. 

"  You  are  the  black -cost' a  eon  of  Knock  tarVitJCj" 
•aid  the  young  eaird }  ^'  if  you  euine  here  again,  1  U 
pitch  you  down  the  mm  like  a  foot-ball." 

"Ay,  lad,  ve  are  verv  short  to  be  sao  lang,"  re- 
torted younff  Sutler  undautittilly,  and  meaaunng  bis 
opponent's  height  with  an  unritJinnved  eye;  "I  am 
IhiDking  ye  are  a  gillie  of  Ulack  Donacba ;  if  you 
eome  down  the  gicn  we'd  shoot  you  bka  a  wild 
back." 

"  You  may  tell  your  father/'  said  the  lad,  "  that 

die  leaf  on  tho  timber  is  the  If^t  he  shall  »eo — we 

will  hae  amends  for  the  mlachifi  he  Ima  done  to  ua." 

'*  I  hope  he  wiU  Ijvo  to  eee  mony  simmers,  and  do 

fe  muckle  mair,'*  answuroi  David, 

More  might  have  passer!^  but  Lady  Staunton  stu- 
ped between  thi^m  with  her  purse  in  her  hand,  and, 
taking  oat  a  guinea,  of  wliich  it  i^ontained  acveralT 
iisil»lc  throttjcn  the  m^^'^^rk,  as  well  as  some  siiver 
m  thf  oppoftto  end,  gWed  it  lo  the  caiid. 
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"  The  white  aiUer,  lady^^tlie  white  silUr,"  said  the 

toung  savage,  to  whom  the  value  of  gold  WEUi  f.roba- 
Iv  unknown. 

Lndy  Staunton  poured  what  lilver  flhe  had  into 
hm  hand^  and  the  juvenile  eavaga  snatched  it  gr^^di- 
iy,  find  made  a  sort  of  half  iu^ination  of  aeknow- 
Icctoicnt  ajid  adieUK 

'  hrA  tis  maka  haste  now.  Lady  Staunton/^  said 
David,  "  for  there  will  be  little  peaee  with  theta 
sincf!  Oii?y  bae  seen  your  purse.*' 

They  hurried  on  aa  fast  ae  they  could  j  bu!  tbey 
bad  not  de«ic  ended  die  hill  a  hundred  yards  or  I  wo 
before  i|tey  hearil  a  bfilloo  belund  thfim,  and  1  jriking 
hack,  saw  buih  the  old  uma  and  theyoun^om'  purffU- 
jog  them  with  great  ^ee<l,  the  funjitir  \\\ih  n  ^m  on 
[lis  shoulder*  Very  fortunattlv.  iir  ilii^  moment  a 
^ortsman,  a  ganit^k^per  of  the  Duke,  wluii  \^•a.i^  eii- 
gnged  in  at^iilking  deer,  appeare<l  on  the  face  of  the 
iiilL  The  b audits  stopped  on  scting  him,  and  Lady 
Staunton  hastened  to  put  herself  under  his  protce* 
tion.  He  tc-adi^y  j^ave  them  bii  escort  home^  and  it 
required  his  athletic  form  and  loaded  riiie  to  restorer 
to  the  lady  her  uswal  confidence  and  coumge. 

Donald  listened  with  nmch  gravity  to  the  acrounl 
of  their  adventurriit  and  imi^wtred  with  great  com- 
posure to  David^a  reneated  inquiries,  whi^ihcr  hs 
could  have  su^^ected  that  the  cairtls  had  been, 
hirking  there,—  Ijitetvl,  Blaster  Tavic,  I  mi^ht  line 
had  Mime  gu(  »3  iJiat  tbey  were  there,  or  tbertiabouti 
I  hough  mayhe  I  had  nane»  But  I  am  aRcn  on  the 
hiti ;  and  the V'  afo  like  wafcps—tbey  sran^onty  them 
thn'tt  fjfi9hE3s  thrm ;  sat,  for  tny  vutL  I  make  a  point 
not  to  see  them,  unlef?i  I  were  ordered  out  on  tha 
prec**8e  errand  hy  JVJacCalluiomore  or  Knock d un- 
der, whilk  is  a  clenn  dilTerent  case." 

They  reached  tlie  Manse  late ;  and  Lady  Stauntolii 
who  had  ^ullKfcd  much  both  from  fright  and  fAii^uo, 
never  again  permitted  her  lovi;  of  the  pieturesipi»  to 
carry  her  ao  far  among  the  mountains  without  a 
stronger  escort  ihaji  David,  though  ehe  oeknow- 
] edged  be  bad  won  the  stand  of  colours  by  th*.'  iuine- 
pidit^  he  lia^l  rii splayed^  sn  aoon  an  aAsured  hu  hail  to 
do  with  an  earthly  antagonist.  '*  I  eouldna  maybe, 
hae  made  intickk^  o"^  a  bargain  wi*  yon  lang  eailami/' 
said  David,  when  tbvis  complimenied  on  his  valours 
'but  wheti  ye  dc4l  yn*  thao  fblk,  ii'e  (yne^  heart 
tyne  a'." 


CHAPTERLI. 

Wbnt  ■€«  yflu  then^ 

Thnt  U4U1  im;^  fJOwaKtrU  hiuI  thaird  ram  blcrad 
Out  £»f  Eif»i«ciranMl— iftnrjf  ^f  FVtL 

We  are  under  the  necessity  of  retimiing  lo  I^fin- 
burgh,  whvtfi  the  Oenenil  A«»sembiy  was  now  mtihi'^. 
|ti?i  well  known,  that  some  ycoltish  nobleman  is 
ii*nnlly  <lepiited  osi  High  Commia^oner,  to  represent 
tjje  person  of  the  Kina^  m  this  eotivocatiori ;  that  hei 
bnft  fillowaiiee^  for  tlie  pun>oae  of  maintaining  a  cer- 
T:iin  outward  show  and  eokmmty,  and  supporiing 
I  h  e  ho  *pi  ta  li  t  y  of  1  h  e  rei jr esen  la  tive  of  Majesty .  Wis  o- 
ever  is  distin^niishiti  by  rank,  or  otllcet  m  or  Dear  tha 
enj-itJit,  usually  attend  tbedioming  levees  of  the  Lotd 
f 'oomiissioner,  and  walk  Willi  lum  la  proccsiiion  to 
the  phice  where  tlie  Assembly  xneets. 

Tlie  nobleman  who  held  this  oS\to  chanctyl  to  ba 
paf  ricujatly  eonnecutl  with  SirGwigtiSEautnoiJi  and 
u  wa.^  in  bis  train  tliat  he  vennired  to  tread  the  HiH:h 
R Erect  of  Etlinbor^h  for  the  first  titne  Binc*j  t tie  fatal 
niL^b'  -E  Porr.Mnii^''^  execution.  Walking  at  the  riijht 
h  111  I'.i  <  ii'  L 1 1 1  ■  ri  1 1 A  ^-Miaiive  of  sovera^iity,  t!overed  witU 
[.m^^  rjml  <-!iibri)nJi:Ty,  and  vkith  all  the  pamphemaJiji 
of  wciiithuTui  rank,  thehand»<nne  iboitgn  wnsteil  foi^it 
of  t  h  e  Kn  ^IibIi  f<  Iran  ge  r  a  t!  rac  lo  I  al  I  ey  Lf.  Who  could 
hove  recogm^^i  in  af^irin  so  aristocratic  thcple^lieian 
eoniHet,  tliftt  dis^griisttl  in  the  ragaof  flladge  Wiklfite^ 
bad  led  the  fornndable  rioters  to  their  destinrd  ra- 
vejige !  There  wm  no  possibility  ihai^  this  could  hap- 
pen, I'ven  if  any  of  hi^  ancient  aocju^intancttii,  a  race 
f  if  men  whose  live?  are  1^  hritjf,  had  har^t^ned  U  »Mr- 
vivt":  ilie  span  common]  r  allot tJxl  to  avU-donrs.  Ba 
?i<b  ^,  the  wIioIp  allijr  had  lontr  ftdlra  ^^!S9f^*  ^'^"^ 
the  i^iigry  par-fflopm  wJj^li^y^optag^J^^P^ 
is  moTe  certim  tlum  that  peroonjs  knqwa  idiavM  had 
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B.  8h;ifo  In  (liar  fonnulable  noU  ami  to  hav?  Btxl  ffom 
Scotinii'!  Mr[  ttiat  iKT^cit^nt^  Im^i  mnfh  mafiicy  ahroEui 
return  '  iijoj'  it  in  ihcjr  nauve  cuuorri\  [ind  liveu 

and  ■!■  >iurbtxi  hy  ibv  i&w.*     Tita  fijirt*'ttrance 

of  till  ^ irate  waj  in  ihi^nc  instnnctii  wi#€v  rt-r- 

tain]y,  aji.J  jii*itj  for  wbat  g^JOtJ  i)UT>re£(«ign  wtud  be 
made"  i*n  the  pub  be  mind  by  pumshm^nt,  wbera  the 
memi*f  y  of  [be  oiienct;  wai  oubtt-rared,  and  ntl  that 
WM  rc-nn^mbtTtxl  wap  1h<?  rt^wJii  itmtrtnuve^  or  ptr- 
hap8'e!r^tni>liir)\  conduct  of  the  ofTaiidDrl 

Sir  r;  .,n/.<  Staunton  nughtf  tb(fivibfi3,  Itcad  the 
■ceni"  ^  -  f  jrinrf  miiiacidua  eaiploitf,  £rt.-«  fra^i  X^tv 
apprif!  <  ji  7[  »Li  uf  tlvt>  Liiw«  or  efiHB  of  diiicov<?fy  or  eus- 
picioiL  But  witb  ^hat  f^ttUags  bis  bean  timt  duy 
tiirobb'^i.  niual  belbft  to  ibo^e  of  tbc  rtader  in  un- 
aginw.  k  wei&  an  objtsct  of  no  ci>mRV>ri  in te rest 
wnicb  line!  hrougbt  bint  in  GUc^juntiKr  so  many  paiu- 
.full  rt'iihjnibmjicca* 

.  In  c«jjia*^qu*jnce  of  Jennie's  letter  to  Lndy  Siannton^ 
tranesritittni^  the  conft.'S^ionT  be  bad  vi»iu^  tht'  10^71 
of  CariiT^Ie,  and  hn4  fdund  Arcbden(7on  Pleminf^  stil] 
aliyCf  by  wlinm  tbirt  coufc^nion  had  btwn  rie(*fjvtd. 
This  reverend  spntlenian,  whose  chnracter  erood  do- 
»erv£^dly  vejy  high,  he  m  lar  iidinitied  irito  his  con- 
fidei)Q4\  n:^  to  own  bini«tc'If  the  fntbcr  of  the  UTtfor- 
tunati>  isifniit^  wbith  htid  l>™n  Kpirited  away  by  Madjii; 
Wildftr*.  r*:^i>re-a4?nt!nj?  tho  intTii^c  as  a  nmtr'tr  of  ju* 
▼end Li  rjxtra^^at^nce  on  bis  own  part*  for  which  he 
was  now  tinxicjDs  tuatnne,  bv  inicing.d'possibb',  what 
had  btHTome  of  theeliild.  Aftt'rsome  reojj lection  of 
the  cirLunu»tan^€Sk  tb43  cbrgymnn  «  ^  abh  to  ea!i  to 
,  menrinryt  ihat  the  unhapr^"  wnmim  h^ul  writien  d  let- 
ter to  r.Jt*orj5e  Stauntoni  Eajn  yonnger,  Jlectory,  \\il- 
linglm:£«,  by  Grantham  j  that  lie  bad  f.>rwunled  it  to 
the  adi8rK?«  accordingly,  nnd  tbnt  it  had  been  ri'tnrned, 
with  a  Tii^ie  from  tha  reverent!  Mr.  Staunton^  Rector 
of  Willini^baini  sajinj^  be  kofiw  ncp  finch  person  a^ 
him  to  wbf>]ii  the  hiicr  wa*  addrL-BsttL  As  tbi»  had 
hap^if  i)t.d  jtiat  at  the  time  when  Uct^rire  bnd,  for  the 
last  siinttf  absconded  from  his  falher'si  boun^  to  carry 
off  K^^r,  he  waa  nt  nu  beis9  to  account  for  theeaii^  of 
the  Tc^^^ntmeni,  under  the  inftutnice  uf  which  \m 
fathcM-  hwi  dimjwncd  him.  This  was  another  m^ 
•lance  in  whii^h  lUs  unaovernnble  fcmpcr  had  occa- 
sioned hi!^  misfortune  ^  nad  he  rteniained  tit  WiUing^ 
ham  btit  0  few  dap  longer^  he  would  have  rec^-ived 
MarararL't  Murdociteion'a  lerter^  in  wbach  was  eJsnrtJy 
descnb'?"^  ibt*  ppcreon  antl  h auntie  of  the  wotnan, 
Anna^lc  RaiboUj  to  Vfhmn  ahe  bijd  pjirted  with  the 
mfaiit.  It  apFHEjareil  that  Meg.  MunlockBon  bad  bet-n 
induce i  to  mrdie  ibi?  contVs^ion,  lc*s  fmm  any  fill- 
ings of  contrition,  llian  frotn  the  dp  sire  of  obtairiimc^, 
through  l^jr^o  Siamuon  or  his  fnthor^e  nw'ftnsi  ortj- 
tectiun  and  sypport  for  her  ilDnj^bter  Mndt^e,  Her 
letter  to  Gcorue  Stotmtof*  ftruii,  "Thrsi  w]vi](3  the  wri- 
ter Uved,  her  daughter  would  kuti'  r*  I-  1  £]  ortghtfrom 
any  body,  and  thai  ahe  would  ri'^v.  1  f;.iV4  mtildJeci  in 
these  nrVuira,  exeept  to  pay  biK  k  tii,,^  iJi  [Jint  George 
had  i\<j:ifj  to  h<^  and  hers.  But  ^he  was  to  die^  and 
herd?ni'4hieirwoutd  bedi^tiiute,  and  without  raison  tq 
guide  hrr.  She  bad  Jived  in  too  ^\  if  rid  \i  tns  vnongh 
to  knovv  that  people  did  ntKluiiLr  bir  n-i'ttiinit^j^to 
ahe  hfiil  toJd  George  Stnnnron  :i1l  I  if  [mild  wish  to 
know  about  his  wcaUi  in  h^t[w:«  ho  would  not  see  the 
dementril  young  cnatum  he  had  mined  perish  for 
want.  As  for  her  motivefl  for  not  tcllini?  theni  aoon- 
er,  ahe  tiad  a  long  account  to  reckon  for  in  Iho  neit 
world,  ami  she  would  rpcknn  for  that  too." 

The  rfeE^'Tnun  sftid.  that  Me^  had  died  in  the  same 
desperate'  state  of  mina,  oecllsiooally  expressing  aome 
regret  about  thti  eliiid  which  wn«  be^  but  oft^oer  sor- 
row that  the  mother  had  not  been  hanged— her  mind 
at  oncti  a  chnoft  of  guilt,  rage,  and  apprehpnaion  for 
her  daughter* a  future  safety  ^  that  instinctive  feeling 
of  pftrentai  anjtiely  wliich  she  bad  iu  common  with 
the  ahe -wolf  and  honeara,  being  the  last  shade  of  kind- 
ly afff^uen  that  ot^cuplfsd  a  breast  pquftlly  ftav»s«. 

The  melancholy  catastropli<j  of  Madin:;  Wildfire  was 
occasioiipjti  by  her  tfjkifiR  the  confusion  of  her  rno- 
1  her*  s  e  xecn  tion,  a  a  afford  ing  n  n  opportun  i  i  y  of  1  ea  vi  ng 
the  workhouse  Uj  which  the  clergy rttari  bad  sent  her, 
and  prt^'nting  herseU  to  the  R^ob  in  their  fury^  to 
Oeriab  in  the  way  we  have  already  sc^n.  WbeO  Dr. 
»  ft!B  Anrnt'iCnmiDiJ  TH*1*,  *to.  «L  p.  »». 


Ffeming  found  the  convict*!  letter  was  returned  fran 
LuicoIniHbire,  he  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Edinbtu-gh,  to 
iriijuire  in  10  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  girl  whost 
ciutd  hnd  ^Ksen  stolen,  and  was  informed  by  his  cor- 
r^fiiiondcu  i,  that  she  had  been  pardoned,  and  that,  with. 
idtlier  fatiuly.  she  had  reUrea  to  some  distant  part  of 
Scotland,  or  left  the  kin^lom  entirely.  And  here  the 
tsmitej  rt^ied,  until,  at  Sir  George  Staunton's  appli> 
cation,  thr  clergyman  looked  out  and  produced  Mnr- 
gatvt  Murdockson's  returned  letter,  ^d  the  other  me- 
moranda which  he  had  k^t  concerning  the  affair. 

Whatever  mi^t  be  Su*  George  Suun ton's  feilinga 
in  nppin^  Mp  this  miserable  history,  and  listening  to 
the  tn^Lid  fiite  of  the  unhappy  girl  whom  he  na J 
ruined,  V  had  so  much  of  his  ancient  wilfulness  oi 
cii^OKRiun  left,  as  to  shut  his  eyes  on  every  thing, 
save  the  prospect  which  seemed  to  open  itself  of  re- 
covt^rii^  liis  son.  It  was  true,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  prtyiuee  him.  without  telling  much  more  of  the  his- 
tory' ul  his  birth,  and  the  misfortunes  of  his  parents, 
than  it  wfis  prudent  to  make  known.  ,  But  let  him 
once  be  fuund,  and,  being  found,  let  him  but  prove 
worthy  of  his  father's  protection,  and  many  ways 
ruiglu  be  (alien  upon  to  avoid  such  risk.  Sir  George 
SlTiunton  was  at  liberty  to  adopt  him  as  his  heir  if 
he  nlea«ei|,  without  communicating  the  secret  of  his 
birth  f  or  on  act  of  parUament  might  be  obtained,  de- 
claring him  legiumate,  and  allowing  him  the  name  and 
arnii  of  his  father.  He  was,  indeed,  already  a  legiti- 
mate child  according  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  by  the 
^ib^equent  marriage  of  his  parc;nts.  Wilful  m  every* 
thing,  Sir  George's  sole  desire  now  was  to  see  this 
son,  even  should  his  recovery  bring  with  it  a  new  se- 
ried  of  nniUbrtunes,  as  dreadnil  as  those  which  follow- 
ed otv  hid  being  lost 

But  where  was  the  youth  who  might  eventually 
be  callMl  to  the  honours. and  estates  of  this  ancient 
family  7  On  what  heath  was  he  wandering,  and 
shrouded  by  what  mean  disguise?  Did  he  gam  his 
preeanouis  bread  by  some  petty  trade,  by  menial  toil, 
by  vioknL-e,  or  by  theft  1  These  were  questions  on 
which  Sir  George's  anxraus  investigations  could  ob- 
tDin  no  h^ht.  Many  remembered  that  Annapie  Bail- 
sou  wandi^red  through  the  country  as  a  beggar  and 
fortunc-tiitier,  or  Bpae- wife— some  rememberra  that 
»ht  had  been  seen  with  an  infant  in  1737  or  173a,  but 
for  more  than  ten  years  she  had  not  travelled  that 
district  i  and  .that  she  had  been  heard  to  sav  she  was 
going  to  n  distant  part  of  Scotland,  of  whkn  country 
she  wa«  a  native.  To  Scotland,  therefore^  came  Sir 
Gt-orge  i^taunton,  havkig  parted  with  his  lady  at 
Glaj^^iiw  i  and  his  arrival  at  Edinburgh  happening  to 
coincide  with  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Kirk,  lus  acquaintance  with  the  nobleman  who  held 
the  oQice  of  Lord  High  Commissioner  forced  him 
ttiort!  into  public  than  suited  either  his  views  or  incU- 
nationa.  ^^y 

At  the  pi\blic  table  o^this  nobleman.  Sir  George 
Smunton  was  placed  next  to  a  clergyman  of  respect- 
able appietirance,  and  well-bred,  though  plain  demean- 
our, whose  name  he  discovered  to  be  Butler.  It  had 
been  no  ^^art  of  Sir  George's  plan  to  take  his  bro- 
th cr-in -In  \i;  into  his  confidence,  and  he  had  rejoiced  ex- 
ceefbn^ly  in  the  assuranoea  he  received  from  his  wife, 
that  ^trt*.  Butler,  the  very  soul  of  integrity  and  ho- 
nour«  had  never  suffered  the  accoimt  he  had  given  of 
himself  at  Willingham  Aectory  to  transpire,  even  ta 
her  hufibarad.  But  he  was  not  sorry  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  converse  with  so  near  a  connexion,  with* 
otit  being  known  to  him,  and  to  form  a  judgment  ol 
his  charncter  and  understanding.  He  saw  much, 
and  heard  mor&  to  raise  Butler  very  high  in  his  opi- 
nion. }  1 1  found  he  was  generally  retspected  by  those 
of  his  own  profession,  as  well  as  by  the  laity  who 
had  seats  in  the  Aasembhr.  He  had  made  several 
public  appc^arances  ip  the  Assembly,  distinguished  by 
good  ^nse,  candour,  and  abihty :  and  he  was  follow, 
ed  and  odioired  as  a  sound,  and,  at  the  same  timei 
an  eEoquent  preacher. 

Tbia  was  all  very  satisfiictonr  to  Sir  George  Staim-     • 
ton's  pnde,  wluch  had  revolted  at  the  kiea  of  hit 
Wife's  »i^t(T  being  obscurdv  marri^     He  now  be 
gui^  on  the  contrary,  to  thinUhe  connexion  so  mix^ 
bettor  tlian  he  expected,  thaf|if  it  should  be  i 
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If  to  acknowledge  it,  in  conaeqiience  of  tho  recovery 
if  his  sou.  it  \%-ould  sound  well  enough  that  Lady 
^tunton  lind  a  9is*tor.  who,  in  the  dccaytd  state  of 
he  family,  had  marrieti  a  Scottish  clorgyniau,  high  in 
he  oi'iniun  of  his  country  men,  and  a  leader  in  the 
iiurcn. 

It  was  ^-ith  these  feelings,  that,  when  the  Lord 
idi  Comnii?s«ioner's  company  broke  up,  Sir  Georj?c 
Maunton,  under  pn^tencc  of  prolonging  some  in- 
^^  c«>nreming  the  constitution  of  the  church  of 
%^:<itiand,  rcfiuested  Butler  to  go  home  to  his  lodgings 
is  ihc  LawninnrkGl,  and  drink  a  cup  of  cofl'ee.  But- 
.^Bi-Teed  to  wail  upon  him,  providing  Sir  Georirc 
*<vld  pennit  him,  in  pnsijiiig,  to  call  at  a  friend's 
6.y«  where  he  resided,  nnd  make  his  apology  for 
ntci>niiiiir  to  partake  hrr  tea.  They  proceeded  up 
:ae  Hi;-^h  Stteef,  entered  the  Krmnes,  and  passed  the 
f^^ngbox,  placed  to  remind  those  at  liberty  of  the 
f.Bin:*!k-9  of  tne  poor  prisoners.  Sir  Ge«jrge  pHUsetl 
iheieone  instant,  ami  next  day  a  20/.  note  was  found 
J  ih.it  rwrt  ptnelc  fur  public  charity. 

Wh^n  he  came  up  to  Butler  again,  he  found  him 
iri:li  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  entrance  of  the  Tolbooth, 
Liif  cppari-ntly  in  deep  thought. 

*■  That  j<<t?iTi9  a  wry  strong  door,"  said  Sir  George, 
by  *;iy  of  saj-inir  something. 

"  It  is  6i\  sir,"  s.-iid  Butler,  turning  off  and  bcgin- 
ring  to  wrilk  forward,** but  it  was  my  misfortune  at 
sar n.T.r  to  sec  it  prtjve  gnatly  too  weak." 

At  this  moment.  ItKiking  at  his  companion,  he 
»*kcd  iiini  whether  lie  felt  hims<lf  ill?  and  Sir  George 
!!i;aii:iion  adinitteii,  that  he  had  bt-en  so  friohsh  as  to 
-I  i«v.  wliich  sometimes  disogreecl  with  hiin.  With 
...•:Jolfir:ou!«neP3.  that  would  not  he  gainsaid,  and  eru 
:  M:j!d  ritul  out  whenj  h«;  was  going,  ButUr  hurried 
•^  TiifiTiZi'  into  the  friend's  house,  near  to  the  pristin, 
I  which  hf  himscilf  had  lived  since  he  came  to  town. 
.r.nii,  indt •«■(].  no  other  thon  that  of  our  old  friend 
H;n:»linc  Saddletrc*",  in  which  Lady  Staunton  had 
f.  rvtil  a  short  noviciate  as  a  shop-maid.  This  recol- 
iri:t;ijn  rui<!i<t1  on  hiT  husband's  mind,  and  the  blush 
/fhame  which  it  e.xcitefl  overpowered  the  seiination 
•iftrirwhiili  had  produced  his fonncr paleness.  Go<hI 
.Mrs.  .Saddletree,  however,  bustlrd  about  to  receive 
Vrirh  En.s^li^b  baronet  as  the  friend  of  ]Mr.  Hutler, 
ni  riiju*  stixi  on  elderly  f«*male  in  a  black  gown  to 
^^  still,  in  a  way  which  seemed  to  imply  a  wnsh,  that 
Fa-  would  clear  the  way  for  her  betters.  In  the  mean- 
»li J.-,  understanding  the  state  of  the  case,  she  ran  to 
gtl  wme  cordial  waters,  sovereign,  of  course,  in  all 
tt*'?  of  faintishness  whntsoevtr.  During  her  ab- 
fCKV,  \icT  visiter,  the  femah'  in  black,  made  some 
T^iZTtres  out  of  the  room,  anrl  might  have  lei^  it  alto- 
Whcr  without  particular  observation,  had  she  not 
f:um!i[i.-d  «t  the  threshold,  so  near  Sir  George  Staun- 
'aiL  th;ft  he,  in  point  of  civility,  raised  her  and  assisted 
h^r  f.-)  the  door. 

"Mrji.  Piirteous  is  turned  verv  doited  now,  puir  ho- 
4r."£aid  Mrs.  Saddletree,  as  she  returne<l  with  hrr 
b:ittle  in  her  hand—"  She  is  no  sae  auld,  but  she  got 
I  Eair  back-cast  wi'  the  slaughter  o'  her  husband—Ye 
had •«ometri>ublc  about  that  job,  Mr.  Butler.— I  think, 
»r,"  to  Sir  George,  *'ye  had  In-tter  drink  out  the 
li4iil  ^i.is?,  for  to  my  een  ye  look  waur  than  when  yo 
canv  in." 

Ami,  indeed,  he  grew  a^  pnle  as  a  corpse,  on  recol- 
Wtin^  who  it  was  that  his  arm  had  so  lately  suj^port- 
sH-iht!  widow  whom  he  had  so  large  a  sliarc  m  ma- 
iinf  fuch. 

*  It  is  a  prescribed  job  that  case  of  Porteous  now," 
iard  old  Saddlctn.'c,  who  was  confinrtl  to  his  chair  by 
slicg- ml—" clean  prcscrihetland  outofdate." 

"  1  am  not  clear  of  that,  neighbour,"  said  Plum- 
dan\M,  "for  I  have  heard  them  say  twenty  years 
*wi!d  rin,  and  this  is  but  tlic  fifty-ane— Porteous' s 
Boti  was  in  thretty-seven." 

•  Yc'll  no  teach  me  law.  I  think,  neighbour— me 
tlwi  has  four  gaun  nieas,  and  might  hae  had  fourteen, 
«n  i  hadna  U-cn  flic  gudewifc  1  I  tell  yc  if  the  fore- 
tiort  of  the  Porteous  mob  were  standing  there 
'rticre  that  sentleman  stands,  the  King's  Advocate 
•■dna  Dieddle  wi'  him— it  fa's  under  the  negative  pre- 
ioiptjon." 

'HiBd  yourdii%  caHtii^said 3fr8.  Saddletree," and 


let  the  gentleman  sit  down  and  get  a  disli  of  comfort- 
able tea." 

But  Sir  George  had  quite  enough  oi  their  conversa- 
tion ;  and  Buihr,  at  his  rL-qytst,  made  an  apology  'o 
Mrs.  Saddletree,  and  accompanied  him  to  his  lodgutgs. 
Here  they  found  another  gu<.st  waiting  Sir  George 
Staunton's  return.  This  was  no  oilier  than  our  rea- 
der's old  ac(iuanitance  Uatelifl'e. 

This  man  had  exenistd  the  office  of  tunikey  with 
so  much  vigilance,  aeuteness,  and  fidelity,  that  be 
gradually  rose  to  be  governor,  or  captain  oi' the  Tol- 
booth. And  it  is  yet  rL-meiiibL-n-d  in  trudiiiou,  il:]it 
young  men,  who  rather  sought  amusing,  than  yiWc 
society  in  th«?ir  merry-meetui;?9,  used  sometiiiit-s  tj 
rc-quist  Ratcliffc's  company,  m  ouder  thnt  he  niieh» 
regale  them  with  legends  of  his  cxtraordiiinn'  U:itf 
in  the  way  of  roblxTy  and  escape.*  But  h<  !ivi;l  ar.e 
died  without  n^^uming  his  onginol  vocation,  oilur 
wise  than  in  his  narratives  over  a  hot  lie. 

Under  thtse  cireumstnnces,  he  bud  btfii  n-oi"»m- 
mcndnl  to  Sir  Cteorge  Staunton  by  a  man  o(  \hv  It.w 
in  Edinburgh,  as  a  person  likely  to  ans\Mr  imy  c;t:i  e- 
tions  he  imght  have  to  ask  about  AniMiiie  I'lnil/.t  u, 
who.  accorumg  to  the  colour  which  Sir  G(  urge  Stni.ri- 
ton  gave  tQ||his  cause  of  inquiry,  was  siM'joMd  to 
have  stolen  a  child  in  the  west  of  Kngl.-iiiil,  btlong- 
in?  to  a  family  in  which  he  was  inttirstid.  Tiie 
gentleman  i.au  not  mentioned  his  n:iiiie,  but  rnly 
his  offieial  title;  so  that  Sir  Gcorpe  St.i»:nr«'ii,  wlun 
tohl  that  the  captain  of  the  Toll.ooth  A\as  wjiltiijg 
for  him  in  his  parlour,  had  no  idea  of  mmiiig  ins 
fornur  acquaintance,  Jem  Ratehtii'. 

This,  therefore,  was  another  new  and  most  pm- 
pleasant  suri'rise,  for  he  had  no  difricnliv  in  n <  «..•!- 
lectuig this nuin'sremarkal'li' features.  Tluihaii;.e, 
however,  from  George  Bobertson  to  Sir  GeorL'r-  Si:u.n- 
ton,  balllid  even  the  penetration  of  KaTel.tle,  and  he 
bowed  very  low  to  t)ie  baronet  and  his  gu<  si,  hoping 
Mr.  Butler  would  excuse  his  recollecting  thai  he  was 
an  old  acriuaintance. 

_ "  And  once  rendered  my  wife  a  piece  of  great  ser- 
vice," said  Mr,  Butler, "for  which  she  smt  >  ou  a  token 
of  grateful  acknowledgment,  which  I  hope  came  sale 
and  was  welcome." 

"  Deil  a  doubt  on't,'*  said  RatclifTe,  with  a  know- 
iiig  nod;  "  but  ye  are  muckle  change cl  for  the  better 
since  I  saw  ve,  j|\Faister  Butler." 

"  So  much  so,  that  I  wonder  you  knew  me." 

"Aha,  then  !— !)<  il  a  face  I  sie  I  evtr  forg«  r,"  sn-d 
Ratchlfi:;  while  Sir  George  Stauntjm.  tied  to  t!ie 
stake,  and  incaoable  of  escaping,  inirrnnlly  furf-td 
the  accuracy  of  his  memory.  And  yet.  ^nnletim<  s." 
eontimied  Ualcliffe,  "  the shari'<st  band  wiM  be ta'f  n 
in.  There  is  a  face  in  this  v»n'  room,  if  I  nii::ht  pre- 
sume to  be  sne  bauld  that  if  ididnaki  n  tbr  honour- 
able person  it  belangs  to— I  might  think  it  had  some 
cast  e^n  auld  acquaintance." 

"  I  siiould  not  be  much  fl.ittert-d," 


_ ._,     onswered  the 

RaroiH't  sternly,  ond  nnised  by  the  risk  in  which  he 
saw  himself  piacid,  "  if  it  is  to  me  you  mran  to  ar- 
ply  that  compliment." 

By  no  manner  of  means,  sir,"  said  Ratf  Iiile,  bow- 
ing ver>-  low;  "  I  aui  come  to  receive  your  honour's 
eomma'nds,  and  not  to  trouble  your  honour  wi'  my 
poor  observations." 

"  Well,  sir,"  said  Sir  George,  "  I  am  told  you  unoer- 
stand  police  matters— So  clo  I.— To  convfiice  you  of 
which,  here  are  ten  guineas  of  retaining  fet»— I  make 
ihcm  fifty  when  you  can  find  me  certain  notice  of  a 
|>erson,  living  or  dead,  whom  you  will  find  described 
m  that  paper.  I  shall  leave  town  presently— you  may 
send  your  written  answer  to  me  to  the  rare  of  Mr. 

,"  (naming  his  hichly  respectable  agent,)  "or 

of  his  Grace  the  Ix)rd  High  Commissioner."  Rai- 
chffe  bowed  and  withdrew. 

"  I  have  ancerrd  the  proud  peat  now,'  he  said  to 
himself,  "  by  Ending  out  a  likeness— But  if  Georgo 

•  TtMTc  PRcmian  anachroninn  in  the  hi«t<>ry  of  tliivj>^r<(»n. 
Ratrliito,  nmonc  other  csrapeM  lYom  juntice.  hbii  relea^rd  br  Hie 
Poricoiiii  nuth  whrn  uodi-r  iwnfonr©  of  dralli ;  and  he  wna 
am  in  andiT  the  wimr  prrdirainent  when  llie.Hirhlandftr*  nriade 
a  Vimilar  jnildflivrry  in  1745.  He  mpqii  lo<»  vinrere  a  whir  to 
embrace  hbcraiion  at  the  hamti  of  Uip  Jacobi'^a,  and  m  rewai* 
wai  matlR  one  of  the  kcepctaol  V\vBto\V»\W  Vto  %\>»a\rq»>^ 
i  a  constant  tnditioo.       "^y' -^^  ^y  ^^^  ""<^ ""^ 
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Robertson's  fother  had  lived  within  a  mile  of  his 
mother,  d— n  ftic  if  I  should  not  know  what  to  think, 
for  as  nigh  as  he  carries  his  head." 

When  he  was  left  alone  with  Butler,  Su-  George 
Staunton  ordered  tea  and  tofiee,  which  were  brought 
by  his  valet,  and  then^  after  considering  with  himself 
for  a  minute^  asked  his  guest  whether  ne  had  lately 
heard  from  his  wife  and  family.    Butler,  with  some  snr- 

{>rise  at  the  question,  replied,  "  that  he  had  received  no 
otter  for  some  time ;  his  wife  was  a  poor  pen-wo- 
man." 

"  Then,"  said  Sir  George  Staunton,  "  I  am  the 
first  to  inform  you  there  has  been  as  invasion  of  vour 
quiet  premises  since  you  left  home.  My  wife,  whom 
the  Dukfl  of  Argyle  had  the  goodness  to  permit  to  use 
Roseneatn  Lodge,  while  she  was  spending  some 
weeks  in  your  country,  has  sallied  across  ana^aken 
up  her  quarters  in  ihe'Manse,  as  she  says,  to  be  near- 
er the  floats,  whose  milk  she  is  using;  but  I  believe, 
in  reahty,  because  she  prefers  Mrs.  Butler's  company 
to  that  of  the  respectable  gentleman  who  acts  as 
eeneachal  on  the  Duke's  domains." 

Mr.  Butler  said,  "he  had  often  heard  the  late  Duke 
and  the  present  speak  with  high  respect  of  Lady 
Staunton,  and  was  happy  if  his  nouse  cwild  accom- 
modate any  friend  of  tneirs— it  would  oS  but  a  very 
slight  acknowledgment  of  the  many  favours  he  owed 
them." 

"  That  does  not  make  Lady  Staunton  and  myself 
the  less  obliged  to  your  hospitality,  sir,"  said  Sir 
George.  "  May  I  inquire  if  you  think  of  returning 
home  eoon  7" 

"  In  the  course  of  two  days,"  Mr.  Butler  answered, 
"  his  duty  in  the  Assembly  would  be  ended  j  and  the 
other  matters  he  had  in  town  being  all  finished,  he 
was  desh-ous  of  returning  to  Dunbartonshire  as  soon 
as  he  could ;  but  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  trans- 
porting a  considerable  sum  in  bills  and  money  with 
nim,  and  therefore  wished  to  travel  in  company  with 
one  <n  two  of  his  brethren  of  the  clergy." 

"  My  escort  will  be  more  safe,"  said  Sh"  George 
Staunton,  "  and  I  think  of  setting  off  to-morrow  or 
next  day.  If  you  will  give  me  the  pleasure  of  your 
company,  I  will  undertake  to  deliver  you  and  your 
charge  safe  at  the  Manse,  provided  you  will  admit 
me  along  with  you." 

Mr.  Butler  'gratefully  accepted  of  this  proposal ;  the 
appointment  was  made  accordingly,  and  by  dis- 
patches with  one  of  Sir  George's  servants,  who  was 
sent  forward  for  the  purpose,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
manse  of  Knocktarlitie  were  made  acquainted  ^ith 
the  intended  journey ;  and  the  news  rung  through  the 
wliofe  vicinity,  *\  that  the  minister  was  coming  back 
wi'  a  braw  English  gentleman,  and  a'  the  siller  that 
was  to  pay  for  the  estate  of  Craigsiure." 

This  sudden  resolution  of  going  to  Knocktarlitie 
had  hoen  adopted  by  Sir  George  Staimton  in^nse- 
quence  of  the  incidents  of  the  evening.  In  i^ite  of 
niaprrsrTif  Dm&fciuoncc^  he  fait  heha(^pTt.'^l:Inrri  too 
fiir  in  venturing  jm*  iu^ht  thi^  SL^tntjof  hififcinji-  r  lU'  a- 
cious  nuln  of  violencct  and  he  knew  too  ^Kt\{,  iriim 
pusi  ex[it?mnpc,  the  itcutcnesB  of  a  man  lik^j  lUkSiie, 
Q^iiiri  tdt'ncmi filer  him.  The  next  two  days  ho  k^jpt 
hi«  lojJizingji,  uiirltTprt^Mice  of  ijldjspos-tjot^  Rnd  (ook 
havti,  Iiv  ft  ntiiiSt  oi  his  noble  friend,  ihc  High  Ctim- 
niisfimni-T,  nthiinng  the  ojjjjonunity  of  Mr*  Buihr's 
Ciimpnr]^  a^  lim  reaEon  for  leaving  IvJinhuriih  ftjouer 
than  bta  had  proposed,  U^  bad  a  Jung  confen  iice 
with  his  st^nt  on  the  £i.ibj(M:t  of  AiinajiJc'  Baib.MU : 
ftTuI  the  praU'essional  g[;rvtk;m:iri,  who  wo*  the  ii^;int 
aJ*to  of  the'  Ar^yie  fatinlyi  had  dirtciion&  to  colk-ti  all 
the  mfoTtthipon  which  R^itcliflt;  or  others  nii^hc  be 
able  to  lib  tain  I'lZ^tict'triing  I  ho  fata  of  that  woman  nod 
the  uiUortHnat^;  f  hlld,  iind,  bo  soon  »a  any  thirty  f^ fin- 
Mpired  which  had  tho  least  Gprj^amtieeof  Wiiig  iin- 
poTtajit^  ih^n  by  fihuuld  send  an  tjtproes  with  it  m- 
Htanijy  to  Knocktarlilit^.  These  ijisinjctionfl  wtjre 
britkwl  with  »i  dt^posit  of  tnotipy,  end  a  tf^Uiest  iliat 
no  cipfnin"  might  be  spared  j  m  thnt  f^cr  Gt-nge 
EUtiriuntufi  had  Hi  tie  rca^n  to  apprehen^t  ticfslig^iice 

^'^^' "'^    1'!     ■^■!■    r.,.■r^-^t•,i^;T^^i^.•:,r.  .1    x^  ^|t    [  hi..  CDl]  HI  jIS- 

non. 

Tlie  journey,  which  the  brothers  made  in  compa- 
jiv.  was  attended  with  more  pleasure,  even  to  Sir 


George  Staunton,  than  be  had  Tentuied  to  • ^ 

His  heart  lightened  m  spite  of  himself  when  they  last 
sight  of  Edmburgh ;  and  the  easy,  sensible  converaa- 
tioi)^  of  Butler,  was  well  calculated  to  withdra'w  bm 
thoughts  from  painful  reflections.  He  even  beg^an  to 
think  whether  there  could  be  much  difficulty  in  re- 
moving his  wife's  connexions  to  the  rectory  of  l\'i]- 
lingham ;  it  was  only  on  his  part  procoring  some  still 
better  preferment  for  the  present  incumbent,  and  on 
Butler's,  that  he  should  take  orders  according  to  the 
English  church,  to  which  he  could  not  conceive  a 
possibility  of  his  making  objection,  and  then  he  had 
them  residing  under  his  wing.  No  doubt,  there  waa 
pain  in  seeing  Mrs.  Butler,  acquainted,  as  he  knew  her 
to  be,  with  the  full  truth  of  his  evil  history— But  then 
her  silence,  thought  he  had  no  reason  to  complain  of 
her  indiscretion  Etherto.  was  still  more  absolutely  in- 
sured. It  would  keep  his  lady,  also,  both  in  good 
temper,  and  in  more  subjection ;  for  she  was  some- 
times troublesome  to  him,  by  insisting  on  remainins 
in  town  when  he  desired  to  retire  to  the  country,  a^ 
lecing  the  total  want  of  society  at  Willingham. 
"Madam,  your  sister  is  there,"  would,  he  thought,  be 
a  sufficient  answer  to  this  ready  aigument. 

He  sounded  Butler  on  this  subject,  asking  what  he 
would  think  of  an  English  hving  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds  yearly,  with  the  burden  of  affording  his  com- 
pany now  and  then  to  a  neighbour  whose  health  waa 
not  strong,  or  his  spirits  equal.  "He  might  meet,"  he 
said,  '  occasionally,  a  very  learned  and  accomphshed 

gentleman,  who  was  in  orders  as  a  Catholic  prieat, 
ut  he  hoped  that  would  be  no  insurmountable  objec- 
tion to  a  man  of  his  hberaUty  of  sentiment.  "  What," 
he  said,  "  would  Mr.  Butler  think  of  as  an  answer,  ix 
the  offer  should  be  made  to  him  ?" 

"  Simply  that  I  could  not  accept  of  it,"  said  Mr. 
Butler.  "  J  have  no  mind  to  enter  into  the  various  de- 
bates between  the  churches ;  but  I  was  brought  up  in 
mine  own,  have  received  her  oraination,  am  satisiied 
of  the  truth  of  her  doctrines,  and  will  die  imder  the 
banner  I  have  enlisted  to." 

/'  What  may  be  the  value  of  your  preferment?"  said 
Sir  George  Staunton,  "unless  I  am  asking  an  india- 
creet  question." 

"Probably  one  hundred  a-year,  one  year  with  ano- 
ther, besides  my  glebe  and  pasture-ground." 

"  And  you  scruple  to  exchange  that  for  twelve  hun- 
dred a-year.  without  alleging  any  damning  diflerence 
of  doctruie  betwixt  the  two  churches  of  England  and 
Scotland?" 

"  On  that,  sir,  I  have  reserved  my  judgrnent ;  there 
may  be  much  good,  and  there  are  certainly  sa\-ing 
means  in  both,  but  every  man  must  act  according  to 
his  o>%7i  lights.  I  hope  I  have  done,  and  am  in  the 
course  of  doing,  my  Master's. work  in  this  Highland 

fjarish;  and  it  would  ill  become  me,  for  the  sake  of 
ucre,  to  leave  my  sheep  in  the  wilderness.  But,  €Vt?n 
in  the  temporal  view  which  you  have  taken  of  the  mat- 
ter, Sir  Grieorge,  this  hundred  pounds  a-year  of  sti- 
pend hath  fed  and  clothed  us,  and  left  us  nothing  to 
wish  for;  my  father-in-law's  succession,  and  other 
circumstances,  have  added  a  small  estate  of  about 
twice  as  much  more,  and  how  we  are  to  disixjse  of  it 
I  do  not  know— So  I  leave  it  to  you,  sir,  to  think  if  I 
were  wscu  not  navmg  the  wish  or.  opportunity  of 
spending  three  hundred  a-year,  to  covet  the  possession 
of  four  tmies  that  sum." 

"  This  is  philosophy,"  said  Sir  George  j  "  I  haxt 
heard  of  it,  but  I  never  saw  it  before." 

"  It  is  common  sense,"  repUcd  Butler,  "  which  ac^ 
cords  with  philosophy  and  reUgion  more  frequently 
than  pedants  or  zealots  are  apt  to  admit," 

Sir  George  turned  the  subjtct,  and  did  not  again  re- 
sume it.  Although  they  travelled  in  Sir  George's 
chariot,  he  seemed  so  much  fatigued  with  the  motion, 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  remain  for  a  day  at  a 
small  town  called  Mid-Calder,  which  was  their  first 
stage  from  Edinburgh.  Glasgow  occupied  anothei 
day.  so  slow  were  their  motions. 

They  travelled  on  to  Dunbarton,  where  they  had 
resolved  to  leave  the  equipage,  land  to  hire  a  boat  to 
take  them  to  the  shores  near  the  Manse,  as  the  Garc- 
Loch  lay  betwixt  them  and  that  point,  besides  the  im- 
possibilfty  of  travelling  in  that  district  with  m  heel-car 
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•taleiaviliAoftntft.aOQDiapK* 

,  as  also  a  footman  {  tke  grooflM  wsraMt 

wto  te  o*nM|flB.   Just  IS  this  armn^niiMit  was 


.  J  was  aboatfon^o'dodL  m  theaftsr- 
.  an^xprsss  ailitsdftoin  8ir  George's  agmt  in 

btfrgh,  with  apacket^  wMch  he  opened  and  read 

MJh  gtemt  attention,  appMiing  nindi  interested  and 
a#uted  by  the  oontiBt&  The  packet  had  been  (hs- 
patched  verf  soon  aner  their  leaving  Bdinhnrgh,  bat 
tue  meHecnyc  had  missed  the  travellen  by  pasiing 
tkjx>i«h  Bfid-Caider  in  the  nkbt,  and  overshot  Ine  er* 
nnd  by  setting  to  Roseneath  before  them.  He  was 
now  on  bis  retnm,  after  having  waited  more  than 
four-and^twanty  hoars.  Sir  Geotgn  Staunton  instant- 
Ir  wrote  Hack  an  answer,  and,  rewarding  the  messen-' 
pr  hberally,  desired  hbn  not  to  sleep ijM  he  placed  it 
0  his  sgenrs  hands. 

At  leiM^  they  embarked  in  the  boat,  which  had 
wsited  for  them,  some  tim&  Dmnig  their  voyase, 
which  was  slow,  for  they  were  oblim  to  row  the 
whole  way,  and  often  a^ntt  the  tide,  Sir  George 
Staunton's  inooines  ran  miiedy  on  the  subject  of  the 
Highkiid  bancstti  who  had  infested  that  country  since 
the  year  1745.  Butler  informed  him,  that  many  of 
tMm  were  not  native  Higldanders,  bat  gipsiei,  tmk- 
en,  and  other  men  of  desperate  fintooes,  who  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  confUsion  introdaosd  by  the 
avU  war,  the  seneral  discontent  of  the  raountameers, 
tad  the  tmsattled  state  of  poHce^  to  practise  thei]<^n- 
oenng  trade  with  more  audacity.  Sir  George  next 
mqinred  into  their  hves,  their  habits,  whether  the  vio- 
iflDces  wfaicn  they  committed  were  not  sometimes 
atoned  for  by  acts  of  generositT,  and  whether  they  did 
not  posseas  the  virtura,  as  well  as  the  vices,  of  satage 
tribes? 

Butler  aaswsred,  that  certainly  they  did  sometunes 
now  flparks  of  generoaity.  of  which  even  the  worst 
dtas  of  malefactors  ara  seldom  utterly  divested ;  but 
that  their  evil  propensities  were  certain  and  regular 
principles  of  action,  while  any  occasional  burst  oif  vir- 
tooua  Ceding  was  only  a  transieru  hnpulse  not  to  be 
reckoned  upon,  and  ejifoited  probably  by  some  singo- 
ufT  and  nnosual  concatenation  of  circumstances.  In 
discussing  these  inquiries,  which  Sir  George  parshed 
with  an  apparent  eagerness  that  rather  surprised  But- 
ler,  the  latter  chanced  to  mention  the  name  of  Dona^ 
cha  Dha  na  Dunaish,  with  which  the  reader  is  already 
*<^ciamt6d.  Sir  George  caught  the  sound  up  eageHy, 
*nd  as  if  it  conveyed  particular  interest  to  his  ear.  *He 


Isi^of  OMstonn,'' m^fi^  OeorgH  *'^  •on^  A*if  n 
vuopendcd  its  peal  tA  it  solelniuzed  M>ms  miportant 
#rent  in  tha  world  below.** 

"  Alas  1"  replied  Butlei^ "  what  ar^  we,  that  the  laws 
of  nature  shomd  cozr^pi^oJ  in.  theu  march  wkh  our 
epJbeaieral  deeds  9rsaf!enngs)  The  clouds  will  burst 


inade  the  most  minute  iniuiries  concerning  the  man 
^^m  he  mentioned,  the  number  of  his  gang^  and 
^en  the  appearance  of  tfaoee  who  belonged  to  it. 
cpon  these  points  Butler  could  give  little  answer.  The 
man  had  a  name  among  the  lower  class,  but  his  ex- 
ploits were  considerably  exagserated ;  he  had  always 
one  or  two  fellows  with  him.  But  never  aspired  to  the 
^ommand  of  above  three  or  four.  In  short,  he  knew 
mde  about  him,  and  the  small  acquaintance  he  had, 

°aa  by  no  means  inclined  him  to  desu-e  more.  , - - 

.    Nevertheless,  I  should  like  to  see  him  some  of' f that  white  rock  in  a  line  with  the  steeple.'* 

thesedays."  '  ~    ~     

That  would  be  a  dangerous  meetmg,  8'tr  Oeorm 
ualees  you  mean  we  are  to  eee  him  receive  his  a*- 
"^,  from  the  law,  and  then  it  were  a  me'Mrcho^ 


Use  every  man  according  to  his  deserts,  Mr.  But- 
•{ai  ^*^  **^^  escape  whipping'?  But  I  am  talking 
Wales  to  you.  I  will  explain  them  more  ftilly  to 
lp«  when  I  have  spoken  over  the  subject  with  Lady 
otamiton.— Pull  away,  my  lads,"  he  added,  address- 
ing, mmself  to  die  rowers;  "  the  doods  threaten  us 
^^b  a  stoim"     ^ 

In  fact,  the  dead  and  heavy  cbseness  of  the  air,  the 
ouge  pUes  of  ctoads  which  assembled  in  the  western 
nonaon,  and  glowed  like  a  furnace  under  the  influence 
?» Ins  setting  sun*-that  awftil  stillness  in  which  na- 
Jjw  seems  to  expect  the  thunder-burst,  as  a  con- 
wmned  aoUier  waits  for  the  platoon-fire  which  is  to 
f^tch  him  on  the  earth,  all  betoketiod  a  speedy  storm. 
^mt  broad  drops  fell  from  time,  to  time,  and  induced 
■^^nemon  to  assume  the  boat-cloaks ;  but  the  rahi 
pan)  ceased,  and  the  oppressive  heat,  so  unusual  in 
5^ od  in  the  end  of  May,  inclined  them  to  throw 
•"^ttn  aside.  "  There  is  something  solemn  in  this  de- 
VoL  in  L 


The  raiad  delights  to  deem  it  otherwise."  said  Sr 
Geoi^  Staunton;  "and .to  dwell  on  the  fate  of  hu- 
maaity  as  on  that  which  is  the  prime  central  move- 
ment of  the  mighty  machine,  we  love  not  to  think 
that  we  shall  nux  with  the  ages  that  have  aone  befor 
us,  aa  these  broad  bla^k  ram-^ropa  iningTewith  the 
waste  of  waters^  Boakin/g  a  tnffing  and  momeatary 
oddy,  and  are  then  lost  for  ever." 

"/V  «<rf-we  ase  Qot^we  amnot  be  lost  for 
&tet^**  saki  BtttleCy  looking  upward;  "death  is  to  us, 
change,  not  consummation;  and  the  commencement 
of  a  new  exisfeenook  corresppndingin  character  to  the 
deeds  whkh  we  have  done  in  thelK)dv." 

While  they  nutated  these  0'ave  subjectSf  to  which 
the  solemnity  ot  the  approacHlng  storm  naturally  led 
them,  their  voyage  thi^Ltene4  to  be  more  tedious  than 
they  expected,  for  gnats  of  wind,  which  rose  and  fell 
with  sudden  inmetuosity,  swept  the  bosom  of  the 
Frith,  and  impeded  the  eflbrts  of  me  rowers.  They 
had  now  only  to  double  a  small  l^d-land,  in  orde/  to 
get  to  the  proper  landing-place  m  the  mouth  of  the- 
Ettle  river;  but  m  the  state  ef  the  weather,  and  the 
boat  being  heavy,  this  was  like  to  be  a  work  of  time  ' 
and  in  the  meanwhile  they  must  necessarily  be  ex- 
posed to  the  storm. 

** Could  we  not  land  on  this  side  of  the  head4and," 
SAked  Sir  GeorgSi  "  and  so  gain  some  shelter  T' 

Butler  knew  of  no  landing-place,  at  least  none  af* 
fording  a  convenient  or  even  practicable  passage  up 
the  rooks  which  surrounded  the  shore. 

"Think  again."  said  Sir  George  Staimtoni  "the 
storm  will  soon  be  violent*'  y 

"  Hout,  ay,"  sakl  one  of  the  boatmen,."  there's  iha 
Caird's  Cove ;  but  we  dinna  tell  the  minister  about  it, 
and  I  am  ao  sure  if  I  can  steer  the  boat  to  it,  the  bay 
is  sae  fii'  o'  shoals  and  sunk  rooks." 

"  Tiy,"  said  Sir  Gearget  "  and  I  will  giva  you  half 
aguiaea." 

The  oki  fellow  took  the  helm,  and  observed,  "  that 
if  they  could  get  m,  there  was  a  steep  path  up  from 
the  beach,  and  half  an  hour's  walk  from  thence  to 
the  Manse." 

"  Aw  you  sure  you  know  die  way  V  said  Butler  to 
the  old  man. 

"  I  maybe  kend  it  a  wee  better  fiffeen  years  syne, 
whan  Dandie  Wilson  was  m  the  Frith  wT  his  clean- 


gaaguw  Inmer.    I  mind  Dandie  had  a  wOd  young 

Enfnisnerwr  him,  that  they  ca'^ — " 

"^If  you  chatter  so  much,^'  said  Sir  George  Staun- 
ton, "  you  will  have  the  boat  on  the  Grindstone— bring 


"By  O— ,"  said  the  veteran  staring,  "  I  think  your 
honour  kens  the  bay  as  well  as  me.— 1  our  honour's 
nose  has  been  on  the  GrDDdstane  ere  now,  I'm 
thmkii^."  ^ 

As  they  spoke  thus,  thev  approached  the  little  cove, 
which,  concealed  behind  crags,  and  defended  on 
every  aoint  by  shalk^ws  and  sunken  rocks,  could 
scaroe  DO  discovered  or  afllroaohed.  except  by  those 
intimate  with  the  navigation.  An  old  shattered  boat 
was  ahready  drawn  up  on  the  beach  within  the  cove, 
close  boieath  the  tieaa,  and  with  precautions  for  con- 
cealment > 

Upon  observing  this  vessel,  Butler  remarked  to  his 
conpanion,  >"  It  is  impostfhle  iot  you  to  eonceive,  SIi 
George,  the  difficulty  I  have  had  with  my  poor  peo- 
ple, in  tsaoMng  them  thegilSIt  and  the  danger  of  this 
contraband  tr^ule— yet  they  have  perpetually  befora 
their  eyes  all  its  dangerous  cqnsequenoes.  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  that  more  enectually  depraves  and 
nans  theff  monl  and  reUaums  principles."^ 

Sir  George  foroed  himseu  to  say  something  in  a  low 
voice,  about  the  spirit  of  adventure  natuial  to  youttw 
and  that  mKt\ie8Wmab\r,mmSy^lS»lih^Jm  W*Mr 
as  they  grow  okl«r,  o 


TALES  OP  irV  LANDLORD. 
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"Too  seldom,  sir."  replied  Butler.  "If  they  hove 
been  deeply  eng^geOf  and  espedallv  if  they  have  min- 
gleii  in  the  scenes  of  violence  and  blood  to  which  their 
occupation  naturally  leads,  I  have  observed,  that, 
sooner  or  later,  they  come  to  an  evil  end.  Experience, 
as  well  as  Scnpture,  teaches  us,  Sir  George,  that  mis- 
chief shall  hunt  the  violent  man,  and  that  the  blood- 
thirsty  man  shall  not  live  half  his  days— But  take  my 
arm  to  help  you  ashore." 

Sir  Georse  needed  assistance,  for  he  was  contrast- 
ing in  his  altered  thought  the  different  feelings  of  mind 
and  frame  with  whiclihe  had  formerly  frequented  the 
same  place.  As  they  landed,  a  low  growl  of  thunder 
was  heard  at  a  distance. 

"That  is  ominous,  Mr.  Butler,"  said  Sir  Gteorge. 

"  Jnlonuit  <<erum— it  is  ominous  of  good,  then,"  an- 
swered Butler,  smiling. 

The  boatmen  were  ordered  to  make  the  best  of 
their  way  round  the  head-land  to  the  ordinary  lond- 
ing-plnce;  the  two  gentlemen,  followed  by  their  ser- 
vant, sought  their  way  by  a  blind  ond  tangled  path, 
through  a  close  copsewood  to  the  Mnnse  of  Knock- 
tarlitie,  where  their  arrival  was  anxiously  expected. 

The  sisters  in  vain  had  expected  their  husbands' 
remm  on  the  preceding  day;  which  was  thai  ap|>oint- 
ed  by  Sir  George's  letter.  The  delay  of  the  travpllcrs 
at  Colder  had  occasioned  this  broach  of  appointment. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  Manse  began  even  to  doubt 
whetlier  thcv  would  arrive  on  the  present  day.  Lady 
Staunton  felt  this  hope  of  delay  as  a  brief  reprieve; 
for  she  dreaded  the  pangs  which  her  husband's  pride 
must  undergo  at  meeting  with  a  sister-in-law,  to 
whom  the  whole  of  his  unhappy  and  dishonourable 
history  was  too  well  known.  She  knew,  whatever 
force  or  constraint  he  might  put  upon  his  feelings  in 
public,  that  she  herself  must  i>e  doomed  to  sec  them 
display  themselves  in  full  vehemence  in  secret,— con- 
sume his  health,  destroy  his  temper,  and  render 
him  at  once  an  object  of  dread  and  compassion. 
Again  and  again  she  cautioned  Jeanie  to  display  no 
tultgns  of  recognition,  but  to  receive  him  as  a  perfect 
stranger,— and  again  and  again  Jeanie  renewed  her 
promise  to  comply  with  her  wishes. 

Jeanie  herselt  could  not  fail  to  liestow  an  anxious 
thought  on  the  awkwardness  of  the  approaching 
,  meetmg;  but  her  conscience  was  uncalled— and  then 
she  was  cumbered  with  many  housc:nold  cares  of  an 
miusual  nature,  which,  joined  to  the  anxious  wish 
once  more  to  see  Butler,  after  an  absence  of  unusual 
length,  made  her  extremely  desirous  that  the  travel- 
lers should  arrive  as  soon  as  possiMc.  And— why 
should  I  disgiuM  the  truth?— ever  and  anon  a  thought 
stole  across  ncr  mind  that  her  gala  dinner  had  now 
been  postponed  for  two  days ;  and  how  few  of  the 
dishes,  after  everv  art  of  hor  simple  cuisine  had  been 
exerted  to  dress  them,  could  with  nny  credit  or  pro- 
priety anpeor  again  upon  the  third  i  and  what  was 
she  to  (10  H-ith  the  rest?— Upon  this  last  subject  she 
was  saved  the  trouble  of  further  deliberation,  by  the 
sudden  appearance  of  the  Captain  at  Ihc  head  of  nalf- 
a-do7en  stout  fellows,  dressed  and  armed  in  the 
Highland  faflnion. 

^*  (»oot-morrow  morning  to  ye,  Leddy  Staunton, 
hnd  I  hope  I  hae«the  jilenpure  to  see  ye  wecl— Ana 
goot-morrow  to  you,  gooi  Mrs.  Putlei^— I  do  peg 
you  will  order  some  victuals  and  ale  and  prandy 
for  the  lads,  for  wo  hae  pcen  out  on  firth  and  moor 
since  afore  daylight,  and  •*  to  no  purpose  neither- 
Got  tam!" 

So  sa>'ing,  he  sate  down,  pushed  back  his  brisa- 
dier  wig,  and  wiped  his  head  with  an  air  of  easy  liu- 
lK>rtance ;  totally  regardlcps  of  the  hwjk  of  well-bred 
astonishment  by  which  Lady  Staunton  endeavoured 
to  make  him  comprehend  that  he  was  assuming  too 
great  a  liberty. 

"  It  is  some  comfort,  when  one  has  had  a  sair  tus- 
•ell,"continued  the  Captain,  addressing  Lady  Staun- 
ton, with  an  air  of  gallantry,  "  that  it  is  in  a  fair  ledd/s 
service,  or  in  the  service  of  a  gentleman  whilk  has  a 
fair  leadv  whilk  is  the  same  thing,  since  serving  the 
husband  is  serving  the  wife,  as  Mrs.  Puller  does 
rtry  wee\  know." 
'^Realty,  sir, "  mid  hndy  Staunton^  "as  you  seem 
fo  intend  this  compliment  for  me,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 


know  what  interest  Sir  George  or  I  can  have  a 
your  movements  this  morning." 

*•  0  Cot  tam !— this  is  too  cmel^  my  leddy^-as  if  i» 
was  not  pY  special  express  (iom  his  Grace's  honoura- 
ble agent  and  commissioner  at  Edinbunrh.  with  s 
warrant  conform,  that  I  was  to  seek  for  ona  appre 
hend  Donacha  dhu  na  Dunaigh,  and  pring  hun  pefore 
myself  and  Sir  George  Staunton,  that  he  msy  have 
his  deserts,  that  is  to  say^  the  gallows,  whilk  oe  has 
doubtless  deserved,  py  pcing  the  means  of  frigliteiiing 
your  leddyship,  as  woei  as  for  something  of  less  im- 
portance." 

"Frightening  me?"  said  her  ladyship;  "why,  I 
never  wrote  to  Sir  George  about  my  alarm  at  tne 
waterfall." 

"  Then  he  must  have  heard  it  otherwise ;  for  what 
else  can  give  him  sic  an  caniest  tesire  to  ect  this 
rapscallion,  that  I  maun  ripe  the  haill  mosses  and 
inuirs  in  the  country  for  him,  as  if  I  were  to  get  some- 
thing for  finding  him,  when  the  pest  o't  might  pe  a 
pall  through  my  prains  ?" 

"  Can  it  be  really  true,  that  it  is  on  Sir  George's 
account  that  you  have  been  attempting  to  afiprehcnd 
this  fellow  ?" 

"  Py  Cot.  it  is  for  no  other  cause  that  I  know  than 
his  honours  pleasure;  for  the  creature  might  hae 
gone  on  in  a  decent  quiel  way  for  mc,  sac  lang  as  lie 
rcspectit  the  Duke's  pounds— put  reason  goot  ne  siiid 
be  taen,  and  hangit  to  pool,  if  it  may  measure  ony 
honourable  shentlemon  that  is  the  DuKe's  friend— 
Sae  I  got  the  express  over  night,  and  I  caused  warn 
half  a  score  of  pretty  lads,  and  was  up  in  (he  morning 
pefore  the  sun,  and  I  garr'd  the  lads  take  their  kilts 
and  short  coats." 

"  I  wonder  you  did  that;  Captain,"  said  Mrs.  But- 
ler, "  when  you  know  the  act  of  parliament  against 
wearing  the  Highland  dress." 

" Hout^  tout,  ne'er  fash  your  thumb,  Mrs.  Putltr. 
The  law  is  put  twa-three  years  auld  yet,  and  is  owrr 
young  to  hae  come  our  length ;  and  pesides,  how  :s 
the  lads  to  climb  the  praes  wi'  thae  (ainiiM  breekeiis 
on  them  ?  It  makes  me  sick  to  see  them.  Put  ouv 
how,  I  thought  I  kend  Donacha' s  haunts  gey  and 
weel,  and  I  was  at  the  place  where  he  hod  restcii 
yestreen ;  for  I  saw  the  leaves  the  limmers  had  lain 
on,  and  the  ashes  of  tliem ;  by  the  same  token  rht-ra 
was  a  pit  greeshoch  purning  yet.  I  am  thinking  tnev 
got  some  word  out  o'  the  isiand  what  was  intcndi-d 
—I  sought  every  glen  and  clench,  as  if  I  had  been 
deer-stnlking,  but  teil  a  wauiTof  his  coat-tail  could  I 
see— Cot  tam !" 

"  He'll  be  away  down  the  Frith  to  Cowal,"  vaid 
David;  and  Reiioen,  who  had  been  out  early  that 
morning  a-nutting.  observed,  "  That  he  had  seen  a 
boat  making  for  the  Caird's  Cove ;"  a  place  well 
kno>%7i  to  the  boys,  though  their  less  adventurous 
father  was  ignorant  of  its  existence. 

"  Py  Cot,"  said  Duncan,  "  then  I  ^n-ill  stay  here  no 
longer  than  to  trink  this  very  horn  of  prandy  and 
water,  for  it  is  very  possible  they  will  pe  in  the  woi.<:. 
Donacha's  a  clever  fellow,  and  maype  thinks  it  i  vtt 
to  sit  next  the  chimley  when  the'  lum  reeks.  He 
thought  naebody  would  look  for  him  sae  iirar  hanrj  < 
Ip<^g  ywf  leddyship  will  excuse  my  apnipt  dcpartun, 
as  I  wfn  return  forthwith,  and  I  will  either  prmg  y«ju 
Donacha  in  life,  or  else  his  head,  whilk  I  dare  to  sny 
Mill  be  as  satisfactorv.  And  I  hope  tojiass  a  plt-asant 
evening  with  your  leddyship :  and  I  hope  tn  have 
mine  re\'enges  on  Mr.  Putler  at  packgammon,  for  the 
four  pennies  whilk  he  won,  for  he  will  pe  surelv  M 
home  soon,  or  else  he  will  have  a  wet  journey,  seeing 
it  is  aiM)ut  to  pe  a  scud." 

Thus  saying,  with  many  scrapes  and  bows,  and 
apologies  for  IcaWng  them,  which  were  ver>'  rtaifily 
received,  and  reiterated  assurances  of  his  si^ccdy  rt- 
tum,  (of  the  sincerity  whereof  Mrs.  Butler  entcrtaint-d 
no  doubt,  so  long  as  her  l>est  greybeard  of  braiidv 
was  upon  dutv.)  Duncan  left  the  Manse,  collected  his 
followers,  and  began  to  scour  the  close  and  entangled 
wood  which  lay  between  the  little  glen  and  the 
Caird's  Cove.  David,  who  was  a  fiavourite  with  the 
Captain,  on  account  of  his  spirit  and  courage,  took 
the  opportunity  of  escaping,  to  attend  the  inveaiigft 
lions  of  \hai  great  man.      y  ^^^^^^^ 
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OHAPTBE  LIL 

IdklMiuKbrtlMe, 


That  Tslbot"!  Mune  mi«ht  be  io  thee  mrived,* 
When  Bp|eM  afe,  and  weak  ooable  limbt. 
8hoald  biuif  thy  htber  to  bii  drooping  cnalr 
But— O  BMlIcnut  aod  iH-bodinc  itan  i^ 

fintPnntfHtmrfikaaiglk, 

DviroAir  and  his  party  had  not  proceeded  rerf  fn 
in  the  directioB  of  the  Oaird's  Ck>t<e  before  they  heard 
a  ihot,  which  waa  qmckhr  followed  by  one  or  two 
others.  "  Some  tamn'dviflaina  among  the  roe-deer,'' 
•nd  Diracan ;  "  look  sharp  ottt,  lads.^ 

The  daah  of  awords  was  next  heard,  and  Duncan 
and  his  mynnidons,  hastening  to  the  spot,  found 
Batter  and  Sir  George  Staunton's  servant  in  the 
hands  of  four  ruffians.  Sir  George  himself  lay 
KTBtched  on  the  ground,  with  his  drawn  sword  in  his 
hind.  Demean,  who  was  as  brave  as  a  Bon,  instant- 
If  fired  his  pistol  at  the  leader  of  the  band^  unsheath- 
ed his  sword,  cried  out  to  his  men,  Claymore  I  and 
run  his  weapon  through  the  body  of  the  fellow  whom 
lie  had  previoualy  woimded,  who  was  no  other  than 
Donacha  dhu  na  Dunaigh  bimseUl  The  other  ban- 
ditti were  speedily  overpowered,  excepting  one  young 
tad,  who  made  wonderful  resistance  for  his  years,  ana 
was  at  length  secured  with  difficulty.         ' 

Butler,  so  soon  as  he  was  liberated  flrom  the  ruffi- 
ans,* ran  to  raise  Sir  George  Staunton,  but  life  had 
wholly  left  him. 

A  Great  misfortune,"  said  Duncan  i  "I  think  it 
will  pe  pest  that  I  go  forward  to  intimate  it  to  the 
coot  teddy.— Tavie,  my  dear,  vou  hae  sm^Ued  pouther 
for  the  first' time  this  aay— take  my  sword  and  hack 
off  Donacha's  head,  whilk  will  pe  coot  practice  for  you 
against  the  time  you  may  wish  to  do  the  same  kind- 
ness to  a  living  snentleman— ^r  hould,  as  your  father 
does  not  approve,  you  may  leave  it  alone,  as  he  will 
pe  a  greater  object  of  satismction  to  Leddy  Staunton 
to  see  him  entire :  and  I  hope  she  will  do  me  the 
avht  to  pelieve  that  I  can  afenge  a  shentleman's 
riood  fery  speedily  and  well." 

Such  was  the  observatfon  of  a  man  too  much  ac- 
^tomed  to  the  ancient  state  of  manners  hi  the 
Highlands,  to  look  upon  the  issue  of  such  a  skirmish 
as  any  thing  worthy  of  wonder  or  emotion. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  very  contrary 
OMt  which  the  unexpected  disaster  produced  upon 
Lady  Staunton,  when  the  bloody  corpse  of  her  bus* 
aand  vras  brought  to  the  house,  where  she  expected 
to  meet  him  auve  and  well.  All  was  forgotten,  but 
that  he  waa  the  lover  of  her  youth ;  and  whatever 
wm  his  &ults  to  the  world,  that  he  had  towards  her 
exhibited  only  those  that  arose  fh>m  the  inequality  of 
fjuys  and  temper,  incident  to  a  situation  of  unparal- 
leled difficulty.  In  the  vivacity  of  her  grief  she  gave 
W  to  all  the  natural  irritability  of^her  temper; 
ahnek  followed  shriek,  and  swoon  succeeded  to 
8woon.  It  requhied  all  Jeanie^s  watchful  affection  to 
prevent  her  from  making  known,  m  these  paroxysms 
of  affliction,  much  which  it  was  of  the  highest  im- 
P<iirtance  that  she  should  keep  secret 

At  length  silence  and  exhaustion  succeeded  to 
nenw,  and  Joanie  stole  out  to  take  counsel  with  her 
noaband,  and  to  exhort  him  to  anticipate  the  Cap- 
wna  mterference,  by  taking  possession,  hi  Lady 
Staunton's  name,  of  the  private  papers  of  her  deceas- 
ed husband.  To  the  utter  astonishment  of  Butler, 
Jbe  now,  for  the  first  time,  explained  the  relation 
^wixt  herseilf  and  Lady  Staunton,  which  authorised, 
^yt  demanded,  that  he  should  prevent  any  stranger 
wjtn  bein^  unnecessarily  made  accjuainted  with  her 
"nwjr  affiurs.  It  was  in  such  a  crisis  that  Jeanie'a 
y,q^e  and  undeunted  habits  of  virtuous  exertkin 
Jtt«  most  conspicuous.  While  the  Captain's  atten- 
^  was  still  engaged  by  a  prolonged  refreshment, 
>naa  jenr  tedious  exammation,  m  Gaelic  and  1^- 
«Wi  of  an  the  prisoners,  and  every  other  witness  of 
J^.wtal  transaction,  she  had  the  body  of  herhrother- 
2^  ondreaaed  and  properly  di«K>sed.Wt  then 
^P^V^  from  the  crucifix,^  the  beads,  and  the  shirt 
^bair  which  he  wore  next  nis  person,  that  his  sense 
«  Kttfli  teu]  induced  him  to  receive  the  dogmata  of  a 
™"Ton,  which  pretends,  hv  the  maceration  of  the 
^toexpiaioUiecriineBorthesouL   inthepecket 


of  papen,  which  the  express  had  brottfdtt  to  Sir 
George  Staunton  fix)m  Edinburgh,  and  wfiieh  Butler, 
authorised  by  his  <:onnejck>n  Mnth  the  deceased,  did 
not  scruple  to  examine,  hafound^new  and  astonish- 
ing intelligence,  which  give  him  reason  to  thank 
Gkxi  ha  had  taken  that  measure. 

Ratclifie,  to  whom  all  sorts  of  misde^s  and  mis* 
doean  were  famUiar,  mstigated  by  the  promised  re- 
ward, soon  foimd  himself  m  a  condition  to  trace  the 
infant  of  these  unhappy  parents.  The  woman  to 
whom  Meg  Murdockson  had  sold  that  most  unfor* 
tunate  child,  had  made  it  the  companion  of  her 
wanderinps  and  her  beggary,  until  he  was  about 
seven  or  eight  years  old,  when,  as  Ratclifle  learned 
fh>m  a  companion  of  hers,  then  in  the  Correction- 
Ivmse  of  Edinburgh,  she  sold  him  in  her  turn  to 
Donacha  dhu  na  Dunaig^.  This  man,  to  whom  no 
act  of  mischief  was  unknown,  was  occasionally  an 
agent  in  a  horrible  trade  then  carried  on  betwixt 
Scotland  and  America,  for  supplying  the  plantations 
with  servants,  by  means  of  kUmapping.  as  it  was 
termed,  both  men  and  women,  but  especially  children , 
under  age.  Here  Ratchfle  lost  sight  of  the  boy,  but 
had  no  doubt  but  Donacha  Dhu  could  give  an 
account  of  him.  The  gentleman  of  the  law  so  often 
mention^  dispatched  therefore  an  express,  with  a 
letter  to  Sir  George  Staunton,  and  another  covering 
a  warrant  for  apprehension  of  Donacha,  with  in- 
structions to  the  Captain  of  Knockdunder  to  exert 
his  utmost  energy  for  that  purpose. 

Possessed  of  this  information,  and  with  a  mind 
agitated  by  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions,  Butler 
now  jomed  the  Captain,  and  obtuned  fVom -him  with 
some  difficulty  a  sight  of  the  exammations.  These, 
with  a  few  questions  to  the  elder  of  the  prisoners, 
soon  confhmed  the  most  dreadful  of  Butler's  antici- 
pations. We  give  the  heads  of  the  information  with- 
out descending  mto  minute  details. 

Donacha  Dhu  had  indeed  purchased  Effie's  un- 
happy child,  with  the  purpose  of  selling  it  to  the 
American  traders,  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  ot 
supplying  with  human  flesh.  But  no  opportunity 
occurred  for  some  time :  and  the  bOy,  who  was 
known  by  the  name  of  "'The  Whistler,"  made  some 
impression  on  the  heart  and  affections  even  of  this 
rude  savage,  perhaps  because  he  saw  in  him  flashes 
of  a  spirit  as  fierce  and  vindictive  as  his  own.  When 
Donacha  struck  or  threatened  him— a  very  common 
occurrence— he  did  not  answer  with  complaints  and 
entreaties  like  other  children,  but  with  oaths  and 
efforts  at  revenge— he  had  all  the  wild  meri»,  too,  by 
which  Woggarwolfe's  arrow^bearing  page  won  the 
hard  heart  of  his  master : 

Like  a  wild  cub,  rear'd  at  the  nitnan'i  feet. 
He  oouid  Rflf  bitin|[  jeatt,  bold  ditties  sine. 
And  qaatr  hw  fottmiof  bumper  at  the  board. 
With  dJ  the  inockierr  ot  a  litUe  nun.* 

In  short,  as  Donacha  Dhu  said,  the  Whistler  was 
a  bom  imp  of  Satan,  and  tfurefore  he  should  never 
leave  him.  Accordirigly,  fh>m  bis  eleventh  year  for- 
ward, he  was  one  of  the  band,  and  often  engao^ed  in 
acts  of  violence.  The  last  of  these  was  more  imme- 
diately occasioned  by  the  researches  which  the 
Whistler's  real  father  made  after  him  whom  he  had 
been  tau^t  to  consider  as  such.  Donacha  Dhu's 
fears  had  oeen  for  some  time  excited  by  the  strength 
of  the  means  which  began  now  to  be  employed 
against  persons  of  his  description.  ,He  was  sensible 
he  existed  only  by  the  precarious  indulgence  of  his 
namesaka  Duncan  of  Knockdunder,  who  was  used 
to  boast  that  he  could  put  him  down  or  string  h.m 
up  when  he  had  a  mind.  He  resolved  to  leave  tha 
kingdom  by  means  of  one  of  those  sloops  which 
were  engaged  in  the  traffic  of  his  old  kidnapping 
friends,  and  which  was  about  to  sail  for  Amenca ; 
but  he  was  desirous  first  to  strike  a  bold  stroke. 

The  ruffian's  cupidity  was  excited  by  the  intelli- 
0enc&  that  a  wealthy  En^'shman  was  commg  to 
the  Manse— he  had  neither  forgotten  the  Whistler's 
report  of  the  gold  he  had  seen  in  Lady  Staunton's 
purse,  nor  his  old  vow  of  revenge  a^amst  the  mmis- 
ter;  and  to  bring  the  whole  to  a  pomt,  he  conceived 
the  hope  of  appropriating  the  money,  ^ht^-eeoord 


no 


fUOMS  OF  MY  LANDLOUl 


DcuA^.m* 


mg  t^  thu  |Sen«fni  nport  ef  the  oouutryt  the  nimietrv 
was  lo  brmff  from  Ktliubur^h  iQ  pav  fur  hU  n*:W 
pitrcbii«e,  Whl]»  he  wu^  ^ou^idaiinj^  liow  he  tiiinht 
beat  accomplish  M<  purpoie,  he  rtooived  Lbe  maUi- 
mace  from  one  (^wiritir,thflt  the  vca^  in  which 
ne  proposed  to  ^ail  wua  to  sail  imm^ately  f^,>iii 
Gri^ciwt'k  J  from  another,  ihat  th^  miniatcir  luiri  a 
rich  EnghBh  lonli  with  a  ^eat  ixituiy  tlioiifii^rid 
poiirtdB,  were  erpectol  tlie  wt^t  evening  at  lUe 
Maiuf^e ;  Qjid from  a  thirds  that  ho  trius^t  conaull  hm 
fififetv^  by  I«aviii¥E  hin  orditiury  haimU  tks  soon  oa 
t>05fj1ittij  for  that  the  Captain  bud  urdt-rai  out  a  party 
iti  ftcoiir  ihe  ghnfifi^r  him  at  turudt  of  duj^-.  Don  in  ha 
laid  hi»  planfl  with  prcaiiptitudi"  i\wi  deciBion*  He 
eirilwrkt^  i*ith  the  \Vhif^tl&r  and  two  others  of  iiia 
b«uidt  (whoi7iH  by  the  bv^  b^:;  ni^ant  to  teJll  to  tliO'  kul- 
napnc^re^)  ond  atH  «nJl  for  the  Cmrd'i  Cof  e.  H*r  in- 
tBudeii  to  iiirk  tiU  nigjit-fall  in  tka  wood  adjoining 
to  this  pliMMv  which  lit'  thought  w,af  too  near  the 
hnbitAtiuu  of  ineu  to  exdie  the  fluapjcioft  Jif  Dunrnn 
Knotk^  ttt'n  brtak  into  HutkysjUiaoiTLil  liibinHli.ii^ 
on  J  fleih  (4  onco  his  a;.'potite  for  plutidtT  and  td- 
ven^e.  When  his  villany  waa  accomplished,  his  boat 
was  to^convey  him  to  the  vessel,  which,  according 
to  previous  agreement  with  the  master,  was  instantly 
to  set  sad. 

This  desperate  design  would  probably  have  suc- 
ceeded, but  for  the  rumans  being  discovered  in  their 
lurking-place  by  Sir  George  Staunton  and  Butler,  in 
their  accidental  walk  from  the  Caird's  Cove  towards 
the  Manse.  Finding  himself  detected,  and  at  the 
same  time  observing  that  the  servant  carried  a 
casket,  or  strong-box,  Donacha  conceived  that  both 
his  prize  and  his  victims  were  within  his  power,  and 
attacked  the  travellers  vtithout  hesitation.  Shots 
were  fired  and  swards  drawn  on  both  sides;  Sir 
George  Staunton  offered  the  bravest  resistance,  till 
lie  feu,  as  there  was  too  much  reason  to  beheve,  bv 
the  hand  of  a  son,  so  long  sought,  and  now  at  length 
BO  unhappdy  met. 

While  Butler  was  half  stunned  with  this  intelli- 
gence, the  hoarse  voice  of  BLnockdunder  added  to 
his  consternation. 

"I  will  take  the  liperty  to  take  down  the  pell- 
ropes,  Mr.  Putler,  as  I  must  pe  taking  order  to  hang 
these  idle  people  up  to-morrow  morning,  to  teacH 
them  more  consideradon  m  their  doings  m  future." 

Butler  entreated  him  to  remember  the  act  abolish- 
ing the  heritable  jurisdictions,  and  that  he  ought  to 
send  them  to  Glasgow  or  Inverary,  to  be  tned  by 
the  Circuit.    Duncan  scorned  the  proposal. 

"  The  Jurisdiction  Act,"  he  said,  "  had  nothmg  todo 
put  wjth  tlie  rebels,  and  specially  not  with  Argvle's 
cotmtry ;  and  he  would  bane  the  men  up  all  three 
in  one  row  before  coot  hedaj  Staunton's  windows, 
which  would  be  a  creat  comfort,  to  her  in  the  morn- 
ing to  see  that  the  coot  gentleman,  her  husband,  had 
been  suitably  afenged." 

And  the  utmost  leng^th  that  Butler's  most  earnest 
entreaties  could  prevail  was,  that  he  would  reserve 
'*  the  twa  pig  carles  for  the  Circuit,  but  as  for  him 
they  ca'd  the  Fustier,  he  should  try  how  he  coidd 
fustle  in  a  swinging  tow.  for  it  suldna  be  said  that  a 
shentleman,  friend  to  the  Duke,  was  killed  in  his 
country,  and  his  people  didna  take  at  least  twa  Uvea 
for  ane." 

Butler  entreated  him  to  spare  the  victim  for  his 
soul's  sake.  But  S^nockdunder  answered,  "  that  the 
aoul  of  such  a  scum  had  been  long  the  tefirs  pro- 
perty, and  that,  Cot  tam !  he  was  determuied  to  gif 
tlie  tofil  his  due." 

All  persuasion  w^as  in  vain,  and  Duncan  issued 
his  mandate  for  execution  on  the  succeeding  morn- 
ing. The  child  of  guilt  and  misery  was  separated 
from  his  companions,  strongly  pinioned,  and  coni- 
mitted  to  a  separate  room,  of  which  the  Captain 
kept  il.o  key. 

In  the  silence  of  the  night,  however,  Mrs.  Butler 
aroi»e,  resolved,  if  possible,  to  avert,  at  least  to  delay^ 
tlie  fate  which  hun^  over  her  nephew,  especially  il, 
upon  conversing  with  him,  she  should  see  any  hope 
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of  his  being-  brought  to  better  temper.    

master-key  that  opened  every  lock  in  thd  houses  and 
■t  midnight,  when  all  was.Still,  she  stood  oefore  the 


ey;efl  of  the  astonhhAi  fmti^'iaM^  as,  hard  bomi 
with  cords,  he  lay,  lik«  a  shaep  desioifid  for  slaofffaur, 
upon  a  quantity  of  the  refuse  of  fiax,  which  filled  t 
comer  in  the  apartment.  Amid  features  sufi-fatimt, 
tawny,  grimed  with  dirt,  and  obscund  \y  his  sDaggy 
hair  of  a  rusted  black  colour,  Jeanie  tned  in  vain  to 
trace  the  hkeneas  of  either  of  his  very  handsoma 
parents.  Yet  how  could  she  leiuae  toropasaion  to 
a  creature  so  young  and  so  wretched^— so  maicli 
more  wretched  than  even  he  himself  eoold  he  awmn 
of^  since  the  murder  be  had  top  probablv  comnsittW 
with  his  own  hand,  but  in  which  he  haa  at  aov  rate 
participated,  was  in  fact  »  parridde.  She  placed 
food  on  a  table  near  hira^  raised  imn,  and  slacked 
the  corda  on  his  arras,  ao  as  to  permit  him  to  foed 
himself.  He  stretched  out  his  hands^  still  smeared 
'with  blood,  perhaps  that  of  his  father,-  and  be  aio 
voraciously  and  in  ailence. 

"What  IS  your  first  name?"  aiud  Jeanie^  by  way 
of  opening  the  eonversation. 

"The.Whistler." 
.  "But  your  Christian  name  by  which  you  wen 
ifaptifeedr'  .    , 

I  never  waa  baptized  that  I  know  oP—l  ha^se  no 
other  name  than  the  Whistler." 

"Poor  unhappy  abandoned  lad!"  said  Jeaiiia 
"  What  would  ye  do  if  you  could  escape  from  this 
place^  and  the  death  you  are  to  die  to-moitow 
morning  ?" 

"Join  wi'  Rob  Roy,  or  wi'  Sergeant  Mere  Camo- 
ron,"  (noted  freebooters  at  that  tim&)  "and revengo 
Donacha'a  death  on  all  and  sundry.^;^ 

"O  ye  imhappy  boy."  said  Jeanioi  "do  ye  kev 
what  will  come  o  vo  when  ye  die  1" 

"  I  shall  neither  leel  caidd  nor  hunger  more,"  said 
the  youth  doggedly. 

"  To  let  him  be  execute  in  this  dreadful  state  ol 
mind  would  be  to  destroy  baith  body  and  aoul— and 
to  let  him  gang  I  dare  not— what  vrill  be  done  7— 
But  he  is  my  sister's  son— my  own  nephew^our 
fiesh  and  blood— and  his  hands  and  feet  are  vaiien 
as  tight  as  oorde  can  be  drawn.— Whiioe/,  do. the 
cords  hurt  you  1" 

"Very  much." 

"But,  if  I  were  to  slacken  them,  yo<^  r^.id  Iiami 
me  7" 

"  No,  I  would  Bot— you  never  ^  jr^tyA  me  oi 
mine." 

There  ma^  be  good  in  him  yet,  thought  Jeanie;  I 
will  try  fair  play  with  him. 

She  cut  his  bonds— he  stood  uprieht,  looked  round 
with  a  laugh  of  wild  extdtation,  clapped  his  hand* 
together,  and  sprung  from  the  ground,  as  if  in  traiia- 
pqrt  on  finding  himself  at  liberty.  He  looked  b% 
wild,  that  Jeanie  trembled  at  what  she  had  done. 

"Let  me  out,"  eaid  the  young  savage. 

"I  wunna.  uidess  you  promise" 

"Then  I'll  make  you  glad  to  let  us  both  ouL" 

He  seized  the  lighted  candle  and  threw  it  among 
the  fiax,  which  was  instantly  in  a  flame.  Jeanie 
screamed,  and  ran  out  of  the  room ;  the  prisoner 
rushed  past  her,  threw  open  a  window  in  the  pas- 
sage, jumped  into  the  garaen,  spruns  over  itscnclo* 
sure,  bounded  through  the  woods  Eke  a  dber,  and 
gained  the  sea-shoTt".  Meantime,  the  fire  was  ex* 
tmguished,  but  the  prisoner  was  sought  in  vain.  Ai 
Jeanie  kept  her  own  secret,  the  share  she  had  in  his 
escape  waa  not  discovered  ;  hut  they  learned  his  fata 
some  time  afterwards— it  was  as  wdd  as  his  life  had 
hitherto  been. 

The  anxious  inquiries  of  Butler  at  length  learned^  . 
that  the  youth  had  gained  the  ship  in  which  hia 
master,  Donacha,  had  designed  to  embark.  Bu:  the 
avaricious  shipmaster,  invred  by  his  evil  trade  to  eveiy 
species  of  treachery,  and  disappointed  of  the  rich 
booty  which  Donacna  had  proposed  to  brii^  aboard, 
secured  the  person  of  the  fuaibve,  and  haMiig  trans-  ' 
ported,  him  to  America,  soM  him  as  a  alave,  or  in- 
dented servant,  to  a  Yirsuiia  planter,  fitur  up  the 
counOT*  When  these  tidings  reached  Bntler,  he 
sent  over  to  America  a  sufficient  sum  to  redeem  the 
lad  from  ^av^y,  with  instructions  that  measures 
should  be  taken  for  improving  his  mind,  restraining 
hie  evil  p>qp)sn^tifis,  aod  eaoouragiiig  whatever  gooi 
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moAx  appear  in  his  character.  But  thia  td  came 
too  late.  The  young  man  had  headed  a  conapiracy 
in  which  his  mnuman  master  was  put  to  death,  and 
had  thea  fled  to  the  next  tribe  of  wild  Indiana,  He 
was  never  jnore  heard  of:  and  it  may  therefore  be 
piesamed  that  he  lived  ana  died  after  the  manner  of 
that  savasfe  people,  with  yrhom  his  previous  habits 
bad  weU  fitted  him  to  aaaodate. 

All  hopes  of  the  young  man's  reformation  being 
now  ended,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  fiutler  thought  it  oo^d 
aerre  no  punose  to  explain  to  Ladv  Staunton  a  his- 
tory so  full  <n  horror.  SheTciliained  theirguest  more 
lliam  Ti  ^  >  -iT,  during  (]\.v  r  -    urt  of  ^T]i<;lt  Jttriod 

her  grief  was  txce^^^ivc,  In  the  laittrr  rriunthf,  it  ns- 
fmnud  the  appear anf^jii  of  listtessne^Bs  nnd  lowi^iurets, 
whjH^  tlio  tuotiotany  of  her  aJHlcr'a  tjuiet  eEiaLlJBh- 
fnmi  a^brdeti  no  mirana  of  dis8ipatm£^^  EJTip-,  from 
tier  earlk^t  vouih,  was  jievtr  ibrfued  for  a  (juiot  Iciw 
iCdnienl.  I^at  difief«nt  froni  her  FJaier^  alic  rt^uirad 
the  disHptttioTi  of  Boden-  to  divert  h*jr  sotrow,  or  en- 
htnce  her  joy.  Sho  leu  the  ecciusion  of  Knock tiir- 
utit  with  toars  of  iiinccre  afrecttoo.  and  after  h  cop  i  tig 

itA  inumtea  with  all  ihe  muld  think  of  that  mi^ht  be 

vmtuable  in  thi'ir  eyes.    But  she  did  leave  it ;   end 

whex)  die  fingiiii^h  of  the  parting  wob  over,  her  de- 

partrire  wa^i  a  relief  to  both  Bisters. 
The  family  at  the  Manse  of  iCiiocktarlitie,  in  their 

ownoutet  liarpincss,  hcnnl  of  tha  well -dowered  .ind 

taWMal  Lady  Smuijtori  ^t)?lllnm^  her  r^laro  in  the 

lasliioaabie  worl].  Thi?y  learried  it  by  more  sub^tsn- 

ti^  prooik,  for  Dftvid  r^cfivtd  a  comjius?ion :  and  as 

tbemiticary  spirit  of  iJible  Hutkir  acenied  to  have  re- 

tnvi  tn  him,  nia  g^xxi  l>ehaviour  qualified  tba  envy 

of  five  himdrcd  young  Hif^hland  ejidets,  "  eotne  <n 

((DOd  houetss,"  who  wero  astuniebed  at  the  rapidity 

of  his  v^friotkun.     Hi^ubeii  followed  the  law,  and 

mm  more  »lawl)^^   yet  surdy.      Euphemin   Kutjer, 

whoae  fi/rtune,  atijyrmentod  hy  hor  aunt'B  gcneroiiiity. 

tad  added  to  her  own  beauty,  rer]deri?d  her  no  small 

"~"  ,  marrieicl  a  Hia^hlaiid  laird,  who  never  n^Ued  the 
B  of  ht^r  gmnd father,  and  was  loaded  on  the  oc- 

CMion   w^Ui    preacntfl  from  Lady  Staunton,  which 

mode  her  the  €nvy  of  all  the  bejiutiee  iu  Dun  barton 

and  Argyte-shirea- 
AfUr  tjJaajjig  nearlv  ten  years  iti  the  faab  ion  able 

*orld,  and  liiaini;,  like  many  of  her  conipt^ra,  an 

achiiij^  heart  with  a  ^^  dprnentiour ;— ofttr  det:hiiing 

repealed  offers  of  ihfj  most  respectable  kind  lor  n  »e- 
1  £UjfTuiK4iml  ODgugetn^t,  Lady  Staimton  be- 


lei  ^ 


veil,  but  lived  and  died  in  aevere  aeclusion,  and  in 
the  practice  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli^n,  m  all  its 
formal  obaervancea,  vigil&  and  auateritiea. 

Jeanie  had  ao  much  of  her  father's  apirit  as  to  sor- 
row bitterly  for  tl^a  apostacy,  and  Butler  joined  in 
her  re^t.  "  Yet  any  religion,  however  imperfect," 
he  aaid,  "waa  better  than  cold  scepticism,  or  the 
hurrying  din  of  dissipation,  which  fills  the  ears  of 
worfdlmgs,  until  they  care  K>r  none  of  these  things." 

Meanwhfle,  happy  in  each  other,  in  the  prosperity 
of  thdr  family,  ana  the  love  and  honour  of  all  who 
knew  them,  this  simple  pair  lived  beloved,  and  died 


\ 

Rkaoxb— Tins  tale  will  not  be  told  in  vam,  if  it 
shall  be  found  to  illustrate  the  great  truth,  that  guilt, 
though  it  may  attain  temporal  splendour,  can  never 
confer  real  happiness ;  that  the  evil  consequences  of 
our  crimes  long  survive  their  oonmiission,  and,  like 
the  ehosts  of  the  murderetL  for  ever  haimt  the  acepa 
of  the  malefactor;  and  toat  the  paths  of  virtui^ 
though  seldom  those  of  worldly  greatness,  are  always 
thoae  of  pleasantness  and  peace. 


VEnvojft  bf  JxDSDiAH  Clubhbotbaji.  , 

Thcb  eondudelh  tho  Tale  of  "Tub  Hkart  of 
MiD-LoTMiAif/'  which  bath  filled  more  pog^^s  than  I 
opinc^i  l*lic  Henrt  of  Mid-Lotliian  ia  now  no  niora^ 
or  ravher  it  ijs  tranaferr^i  ^o  the  KXirctiie  side  uf  ihe 
city,  tiven  as  the  Sieur  Jean  Haptjsto  Poquelin  hoih 
it,  in  hia  plenBani  eoniody  called  Le  Mcd^in  ^V^n/- 
grilui^  where  Uio  eimulaied  dtKitur  witldy  repliech 
to  a  eharpei  that  ho  had  placed  the  heurt  on  th^  r'n^hl 
side^  instead  of  the  left,  *'  C&ia  iiaU  attirt/i/U  ain^i, 
malt  nJou9  iirvn$  diatij^i  tuut  cdaJ*'  Of  which  witty 
q>e£!ch,  if  any  reader  ah  all  dens  and  the  purjfortt  I 
hsvc  only  to  a'^stiond,  that  1  teach  ih<*  Frc^nch  ni*  well 
as  the  Clflssicnl  tc)ngui?*s  at  the  efuy  rule  of  five 
sKiilirigB  per  f^iinrtef,  as  tny  advcrTiseincjita  ore  pen- 
odic^ly  mokuig  known  to  tht;  public. 


END  OF  THE  HEART  OF  MU)-LOTHIAN. 
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rmpondii  eL  y  mtrando^  at  an  apoBcnto,  mc^,  dSl  una  vuUetUla  vi^a  ctrrada  etn  una  eadeniiia,  y  abritm 
dola^haUSmellatreslibrvtgrandeBWunotpapeUgdtmuybuenaleira  Mcrito*  <<e  mono.— Don  Qunon; 
PWd  L    Capitolo  82.  f 

It  if  mighty  well,  taid  the  priMti  pray,  landlord,  bring  me  those  books,  for  I  hare  amind  to  see  tboR. 
With  all  my  heart,  answered  the  Aim  t  and  going  to  his  chamber,  he  bioqght  out  a  little  old  cloak-bag,  witk 
a  padlock  and  chain  to  it,  and  openmg  it  he  took  oat  three  laraa  volimies,  and  some  mannsciipij 
written  m  a  fine  character.— Jasvis's  TVanBlaHon 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BRIDP  O^  LAMMERftlOOR. 


Ell  hfl  druw  thi<^  traf^i<^  tubj^^t  uf  [Jlip  hi^ii^rj, 

^-      1 1«  ttkd  fi^^infTi  nf  the  dtsicvnctvoii  ikf  iiiu  r*f- 

1 1*  Lcv^f  AlfciirjiriJLlvtii'  br  111'  hifeniouf  frieuiJ  i,hajilcfl 

jUavny,  &f  ihv  i>riffin4il  '.tf  fhv  Bfid»?  of  LflmfDrnnrMjr^  liii-r 
WhOrmKt  htRi44''3f  n*:»W  at  llbtftl]'  trt  rot)  thn  iaIm  ax  M  Hmd  jt 
fl^  comesimifl  of  hm  nwrv,  who  luTtl  ^^rf  ntsr  l^lc  r*noiJ, 

R  if  ir«M  kauwTi  timt  the  fhntily  of  DnlryEtipI^iH  which  hiu 
■fltetui,  vith:^)  Cbo  Kiitcc  fif  two  crnturiL^i,  4U  tnnny  men  or 
WiiiL  fibril  ami  nJUUifTi.  utd  gf  ktloti&r?,  poliUcal,  tttd  vioTv^a- 

mtmwmmtmtip^  luiui;  ntHiie  Is  Sf^jiEcintJ.  jiiii  ro§<.'  ifito  lUi- 

MX  iMijctt  that  f^ier  Itvod,  Dtnu^lt  Ud^  Inlu^tr*  ii>f  iii4 

''"dnjiiHJ  wvrcaatiii^jir  MDrciK^^ii  ou  ■  mibj^fi  tut  Umiuid 

"^  Jitriif{trMtit>n<"n  on  nvhic^i  bn  ^uu  compDMU  an  od- 


ftrnk 


JtwnlMl  Mwc«s«t>da«lf  hfT  to  1^nfi<  of  Rmlni^l,  with  w\irjm 
H  iBbtftigf^  n  E?unri.ict!Erf7ihiic!  iMt4t(<.  fc^h«  wAi  am  sbl?,  t^>litj(^, 
&rid  hig||-inrn4}e«l  woAvtrt^  «)«ii4:<rc^*«n]l  in  •wUat  tht  uri<liTl<>i,jk, 
****  U«  T«I|>T,  flo  WW  mtrtio]  to  her  hu^bojid  or  hif  foniHy, 
Mplai  huyr«uccfl^i  l£rii<?croniatif<]r.  Accofdinf  to  iSc  [H'li'uFar 
Mltfi  iUw  Donir  !Vtnrfan^t  purctiaiiMl  bw  tftniKirttl  inrritjw-fiijr 
t^W  fimilv  Trooi  the  Miutur  vftbiua  nke  fttn'tKl^  under  a  ■in- 
mfvoofirtitroin,  which  ij  llius  [inrrnted  by  thi«  hjjtorian  of  Ii4?r 
f^Mdwn,  Ujb  ffJTR^t  KbtI  of  fitsif,  "i3th?  UveU  to  a  ^ramt  ii|e, 
tiid  ml  lier  d4.'::irlt  d'ldVivMd  Umt  #h«  tuigJil  nnt  bu  [juI,  undur 
(toMud,  ^1  t>uL  hfyj  cuffln  ■bi>ul4  bid:  rdcciil  uLirithl  Kin  ejckh 
VBAohL,  prfirEiiAumt,  C^Uftt  M^le  lUerwiinifld  in  iliuL  tliuntjoii^ 
tilt  [HtrrmHets  ihttuid  cnfttimB  In  pnHperitr,  What  whm  iImb 
mMji  DiDiJT^Ei  for  mc^iMt n^ajttt^m^htthK^ ali^  rt^Uly  mcuJe 
Mtfti  IMMTij),  I  cmriittot  (nkv  upmr  inr  liri  dctionnioo  ^  buL  ti  is 
tni^  Iwf  rpmri  fltanfiis  upnt-hi  in  ?ltE»  fttsio  of  ihe  cbtirdi  "T 
gpWitQB,  rli«  buriril  rila^!  of  rh?  rntnitF-^'I  The  talari  [a  of 
MificviqnfiLiJtied  n.c^  were  cufAcjonL  to  linvc  aTpnunleiH  fur 
wt  4ieatli^  iirhri:li  mtitiy  rrn'miwiTS  of  the  fnniiJT  ntiflinnnJ. 
llhmtiMaf  iu|i*rinituTa>  gEaitftjnc&  E^x  their  cjjTraonlJniLrf 
Mtperitr  ^r^u  Krienil^d  by  pqitic  ojUAlly  EmcnlHir  famity  mu- 
fcnjraen^  of  wiiifLli  Umt  lAhkb  iHsfrIt  tbck  isliciHt  diinfltlcir  wjut 
ir«mee  ttntrcouitE^tbl^-  &ud  lAclnncJntlr. 

Ui»i  Janri.  riHtnrini'tc,  dmuirihLer  of  ihR  fint  Lord  BtxjfH  and 
™n»  MAfKOAit  li4UiiH  bud  chipvimI  buTK-tf  wiUiOHt  Uie  ttrnjw- 
■y  Of  iier  pdnMit*  to  Tija  L/ittii  Rutin' rford^  tvho  wo*  tioL  hc- 
■pUUt  to  fhean  eiibt-f  on  ®rtwmrTf  of  hiv  rfolitk-Ki  c'nni'iploy,  or 
piittm  pf  n^rttm^.  The  j^nici^.^  r^^ifpip  L»tnki:  n  yufcB  of  jgtdil 
gjiftiWi  Uh^  pkMlfi^i]  ibrrir  tTi.ith  in  tlx^  niovt  nrtlirmn  lornincr  \ 
gjgiiiMiJip  f^rnsujT  Isdr  imrirc^red  dffflrffuJ  mil*  on  htr- 
Mjanny  the  bfv&t  in:^  ]>li^kiiMl  fiiith.  Bhortlf  nficr,  a  lai- 
w*%Owm*  fariJuiT4|  hy  Ltinl  j?t«jr,  and  itiU  nforui  io  by  bia 
■v,  vud  hii  tddreanc  lo  Mi'-i  DidryaH'h^  The  rouriir  ^ily 
raWd  tkf  pnipwHaJ,  aiul  beiPK  i^!4)(m1  or>  L}tc  mb^ct,  cunrct^^ 
n  l^TircttHt  ^afifcfMnL    Laay  l^lnir,  a  v^ntivan  occu^itonwd 


Ifl  kaiivfiq[  nitHitJi«jafi  <^ev«n  her  Itu^iband  did  not  dsif  to 

KtuMJct  Ihir,)  tfcntpd  thli  ubjortion  u  a  ihAcn  and  itiiJibfd 
_  o  faw4w»ehl«r  fkMinf  her  conivnt  to  tT«iirr^  tli*?  ftpw  iuit- 
tt.^vid  EtaB^r^^jOQ  find  iK-ir  to  TNtvid  Dmgbu  of  Baldoon^ 
'■"'""'  "    "  Inviif,  E  hiati  rtt  very  hturh  (iunt. 


»_» litMinb ire.  TTn?  Iir;fr  d 
■p  Hii(?rfcfgd  by  Intf-r,  tin! 
Ind  tv  hii  imth  tJ'ljj«^!kii«<I 


d  ionHted  on  The  r^tfit  he  IitkI  aiv 
lj'ljj'!kiji«<l  ^sth  tiie  foutiir  la^Tv^    Lmiy  Stair 

_    ,  entiirDC-i  unMncttoncd  bjr  her 

.  hnA  FvUra^^tiMl  hcjr  onlai^'nil  vow,  oixi,  qow  refuecd  to 
1**  enjuevmcnit  wiili  him, 


Wtt  bun  for  luti^wgTi,  That  lier  dauKlitLT^  Kpiilik"  of  htf  undu- 
Wd  bahtriiriir  in  entcrihf  lutni  ji  entiirD{ 
j'^'wLi^  hnrfi  wtmctiMl  hc-T  onlai^'nil  vo^ 
n*^  fe*  en^evmcTit  wi  ai  b  irit . 

tm  kfiTT^  in  i>&nim,  dcr]<ln(Hj  poiUivplj  to  ft-^eiifif  ififflb  an 

i^y^*  ftuia  tny  oii^i  buL  hu  iiLJi^tn^M  jia  ^>ur«Mrt  l  ani:3  lu  sLo 

qjbi  doiJi  wiih  PI.  frian  who  v,Qt  b">Ui  of  a  moiit  dcbjrruinod 

^*i*e*r,  ond  of  too  hi|[b  cocidjtioai  t^s  bii  tnfl»id  with,  tady 

^*'*i»  obliftad  to  eoiia^n>t  to  an  ifiUTvit^w  h<;twcen  Lord 

|^*™**ttf  *jw  her  diuifl»T«?r.     But  th<^  tfok  tare  lo  bo  l>ren'nt 

'Ijyy*-  *^d  UfVb4  iiw  tHiint  with  tl4ti  di«Ar>|K»inLcd  Bad  tji- 

J^^d  wvw  wilt  f^frrioictty  c^nat  to  hii  o*io,    Eflio  rttrticii' 

IZF  ^""^  «*1^  Leif'i^cjl  IbWj  H-hlcb  dt;clam,  tjifti  a  ivo- 

■ff  MW  be  f^  of  a  tow  witirh  htr  (utreota  duiwtit  fronL 

Vtt    '^  fiu*^  '^f  Ennrture  the  faundod  on  i— 

ytBuB  vnH  4\D*  uaio  itw  Lord,  or  a^ftif  JW  oath  to 

^B  hi*  4«qt  with  a  bond;  ho  nhaii  not  birak  hit  wwd,  he 

•■jiUii  ftff^Niiu  Io  atl  that  procwdtih  tml  of  hit  motitl;]. 

u_t « aiMlt  t Wk  vov  a  TOff  iinio  i]t^  Lord*  *nd  bind  hw^ 

•  lL\™*^k^™'l  in  bef  fnUu^r't  boutc  m  her  routh  ^ 

~*  IMT  bOifir  neir  hot  vr>w',  and  her  bond  wticiwUH  imv 

pnd  her  «Hft*  tnd  lior  fflt),fr  i1ia)1  boM  hid  rjoaco  «1  h^r  ^ 

llwfwm  ihiill  itflrd,  tfid^verf  b(i(uj  wherewith  th« 

r  104]  ^Uoll  ■fani^. 


„  di^ll-iw  her  ^rt  ihp  Mf  tliKi  ha  hfh&niith  l 
n^wi,  <ir  Grf  Tttr  hcn*iM  wherewith  »ba  hatb 
ihftlJ  it]ui4 :  apd  thii  Lrfird  nhnH  ror^ive  her, 
If  <H^how«d  h«ir."^Niimberi,  \\x,  ?,  3,  i,  fi. 
mo/im  iwmwd  ^la  Vt^^9^  ^<>itttA,  l\t^  lover  in  viun 
^  vtfhier  tu  ^tltn  Uat  own  ot'uiion  and  fbelktft. 

!  ^^wImiVa  tm  tit*  riwKidv  of  Ittfl  Cutoajajnic 

V«ill|,        ^^  ^ 


Shr*  rf^FTniincd  TcitaUy  OTcnvhflmed,  Mi  r(  fffanedf^-inulei,  hnlflt 
mnl  iTt'jtionlefrf  Kf  a  noTuc,  viAy  m  fiff  motlicr'i  eoTniTintjd, 
litflmJjf  utitrni'di  »lkJ  Jiinittiotiud  D^trurij^^Eh  erjctijglt  lo  piiHiJU  |o 
l>cr  niifffdti-ii  luitor  ilie  ^icqu  of  brokt*n  fatdt  wbicli  t»ai  tne 
Hinblf^ni  of  It&r  trotJi,  On  Thi*  liu  hw^i  fmih  inLu  ■  tputriCFidvuA 
i**n^n,  lank  h^iLia  uf  UbCi  ir.cahcr  willi  nii|lcdirH.iioi9^.  nu^  &• 
bu  h'fl  tbft-'  npftrlment,  lurucd  ha<rM  lu  iph^  to  U\*  HCQlt,  if  Ijt^t 
fidik  jniM^mrB^  "Fur  ywo,  jiinjiani,  you  wdl  b«  a  world  h  won* 
'CL'T ;"  a  tihra.-ii-  by  whicli  »ornc  remark a^jle  defrt^ft  nf  cmlaniit? 
a  LiiiuaNv  imfiliicd.  Ko  wetit  iJiri>Ei^i,  btid  r^turtted  not  4Jt'ain. 
If  I  he  lait  Lord  RuU4^irrEJrd  wajr  tht-  unfcirtauDtevuny,  lie  mu^t 
ibttvi!  bwo  Ihc  tbirtl  wiio  bnjre  tbii  title,  (ni'd  wbo  died  k»  itSJ, 

Tbc!  miuTiafs  bprvrrit  JaTi*t  Pi][f]rnii>le  attd  D*vid  Dirrihcr  of 
Beldoon  now  went  fotw-ard,  the  bride  Lhoi\'luirno  n.'}iirimetO(^ 
hot  beiiipi  absDl'uIcJy  pwiw  in  r^^fv  Ehin^  ht^f  nTutb*r  c^im 
manded  or  bthiie^.  Oh  ibe  day  ipf  it»  ntstriafCH  wbirh,  aa 
HitJillKi)  utttiil,  w^i  i^ob.'bjmted  by  s  |Ttnt  a^winibrn^or  frmi^i 
and  reiahoiff,  Hbe  wa*  lliie  iamft^-fCd*  iilcnt,  aiid  n?sifi»ed,  n» 
it  #e^m<?d,  to  htT  dftstitiir.  A  iBdfK  ^Tr^'  mvh  pcmncrte'd  wiih 
the  TtgiilyL  lotd  i)ie  antJmr  nmt  pCir  b£id  {ivtttetKd  t-n  the  mb- 
jrct  wif-h  one  nf  Th*.  bT^tthtir*  of  Ihe  brtdf,  1  mei*  lad  at  Ibft 
lirtKf  who  had  ridden  l»r«rf  his  fisicr  to  rhurrh,  Ffe  wiid  bet 
lisunl,  wbicb  lay  on  liimir  ^he  h^ld  her  rtrfii  n^on^l  In*  watut, 
wa4  an  odd  Otid  dann[K  ^i  nioJ'bie.  DuL,  fulL  nf  hjji  nicw  drt^tit, 
and  ibe  part  ho  rteird  in  ibe  iin^tJ^h^mn,  tlw?  (^irftinniatir* 
wbrh  be  loif?-  iifr*M-|ii-iireii  rrtnt*i>il*nrd  wiiU  hitii*r  norr^w  tnd 
cmnliiinrtifia/inade  no  impprKtiinii  <iu  hiinai  tlw  timer 

Tho  brrdnJ  fvaa-i  wm  folio wttd  by  dA^irmp  ?  Ihd  brido  Rnd 
LHdie|r(»om  fcrtired  ju  ufoal,  ^ben  of  a»iitlderj>  Ihe  aifml  wild 
Find  piflTcinj^  cries  wi?fe  litmrd  from"  ttii^  nuprial  chmmbiT-  ft 
will  th«n  Uie  cnrlOPi,  to  fn^^^'eiat  any  conrw  |:4&rE»anlry  ^v^icb 
old  timn  f>eThnpr  admitted,  Ibat  the  key  o^  ibe  Loinicf  cham- 
ber ktincild  b^  irjtni«te<]  to  tNi  Nidernan.  lU  vnnm  cbINn!  ti^on, 
but  rc^fLippd  at  Hrft  to  giyv  itnp*  ti1il  tJie  tbrteha  btcame  '^hH'V 
riui  rliai  bu  vvari  (!ori>pclkd  to  baitr'n  with  ^thi^n  lo  leam  lira 
ftsifi«»*  On  ofTieoinf  thie  dwr,  Uitiy  hmfid  the  hndfUffooni  lymi 
ucroM  th<^  ibT^j>hord,  dreadnitli'  A^'onuded^  and  dtieKnirfiiir  wJtr* 
htofid.  The  bride  ytan  l^trn  «olL{bt  for  :  She  wei  found  ifl  *h*i  • 
confer  of  the  itiw  chitnneyi,  luiirEntf  rio  cet^irioe  »•*«  bur  jdnfl, 
ttnd  that  dal<bled  in  gon.-.  Tbtre  i^ho  lAt  igrtuntinf  ht  tiii  ron 
tni^ppinr  and  mowin:r,  ua  I  heard  Lbe  exLirc^«non  omi  ^  In  • 
wordc  ilb4<iltltrry  tnKLtiCK  The  nnly  words  iJi«  ipnlre  w^ra^ 
'^'hik  uj>  jBW  bonny  bridffcru'™!''*  E!l»e  unn'iviid  tmi  borT^Mii 
sfftHie  litlip  tnore  thin  n  foftnislif,  haTins  heen  merti^'f^  on  tbb 
a^ih  of  AiJ'|i;tj«t,  ptid  ilymt  ^  tbe  l^tJt  of  BH(iti:<n]ber,  iMt. 

The  urrfortunattr  flatdoi^ci  ticoTered  frt-ni  bj«  wotmdfi,  htjt 
sternly  iirohifjiiiHTi  nfT  innnir^i?*  TL'<n'pcti=nE  tb*  nmnm-r  In  mlnSrh 
he  tiad  a-Tch'ud  tbem.  If  a  Jady^  ho  uiid,  niElced  htm  atiji'  rwu-^ 
lion  upon  tlic  fftibiuct,  hci  woiihl  ncitbet  aoiwvr  tier  [lur  *f'rj*le 
to  b«raKH]n  wbiJn  lie  h^ed  y  sf  a  genitcmao,  ha  wontd  Eron*idifr 
it  ux  H  tnorla.1  nQ>nut»  and  denuiod  Hlitl^cttiTii  rtalmcinK  re- 
rvi>T;d  such-  Me  did  mn  vtry  lon^  Btir*'i%Tft  thu  drtiulful  rUtic 
trorphci,  Jinviaifr  tmat  witli  a  fainL  injury  by  el  fhll  frapfi  bis  hni>«, 
oj!  liD  rode  b6twf»ii  Lt'Ub  orjd  HolyroodThr^uc,  otwbich  hn 
d'm\  the  m\i  day,  S8th  Marrh,  iS^  Thui  a  few  yoftf*  tttuovi'tl 
&IJ  tbe  lanoRJrMilartor)!!  ia  iha  frightful  trafludy. 

VnnoiM  n-'poTHi  went  abrt>adon  ibi6  EnyvicTioataAkir,  nta.nf 
«f  ihiiim  very  inftceurate,  ththiifh  tiitfr  t.auiti  hardjy  N  nmd  lo 
be  eiQi^Ecmted.  It  waa  didkuJt  at  ibat  tir^>a  to  becotn^  d.O' 
fTuuinied  with  tho  hiniory  of  a  ^r>itiih  family  nb^i't'  tbe  fuwif 
rank  i  tttid  ittatifii  thinif^  ioiTFv^titnnt  t(»ok  place  i.\viitt>,  tniv 
which  oven  tbe  lavM  dnJ  imL  trror»idu<ufily  loqtjiro- 

Thj&  crrduloui  Mr.  Lnw  *Byp,  generally,  Uiat  the  LOJNd  Prt*i* 
6t^i  Stair  hail  a  dpiu^ hivr,  wbo  ^'  bcm^  tnarrjod,  th<!  nifhi  aim 
wai  briiie  in^  (that  li  hc'dtncd  biido,]  waj  lakon  from  h<3rVnda- 
i^jom  and  ^dritd  EoraffeiJt  tliiroiii^it  il>e  btiuui<»,  tby  *pui\n^  w« 
^jtf  giv^n  to  utid«n>taoa,l!  and  *ouii  af[t>'rwflrda  difd.  Aujollmr 
<9au^hler,^'  ha  aayi^  ^'  ww  pafvoflMd  by  an  e>  jI  i^tiriL'* 

M;  fnend,  Mr.  fibstrpe,  fivH  AiwUipr  edition  of  tlkt  tale. 
Acdordittf  to  hia  Uiftontiatwi},   it  wm   tlio  brid««roptTj    w  hq 
wuimdeft  the  bride.    Tho  numfefi'f  accofdiiur  lo  uui  accouot* 
"    "  "      ■     '    '  btff 

bul 

lind  atEll  anodier  account  darkly  inilouaM  li»  *Qnie  hiebl/ 
f'urrdouR  and  abtiiivo  ^eriioa^  t>f  wtiiidilhavti  art  oriirrnnl  t(»i>y. 
*l'bnr  are  d^'tcketed  aa  being  m'tittefl  "'Upnn  iha  Int*'  Visr^puiit 
irtair  uqd  hn  rnuiiily,  by  j^jr  Williafli  HattuUi/n  afWbUvLuH. 
The-  aiarj^inali  by  WUham  IDunLep,  wriior  in  EdioburiEb.  a  tori 
(jf  Use  Uiitd  of  fiouwbih,  luid  tiuohew  to  Vtw  *aid  lair  Wibiai* 
MoniJlton."  Thorq  waa  a  bitter  and  pfrft>ftaJ  qMarrelaaii  rnair^ 
bt'twint  tho  Avlhor  of  thj*  libol^  a  nann^  wbicb  U  ricbiy  de^ 
Murvi'^,  and  Lord  Ptvkidmn  ^inn  }  ar^il  tluy  liMnj»iM}ii,  wFnch  ii 
wnltcn  witla  mucli  mora  Hialicn  tbaii  a/t,  beafa  tlto  fuiluwiitf 

*'  fiiur'i  AKk,  lalpd,  vlA,   iattf,  pwibaii,  ami  Ebi  nwt| 
Ar«     viy,  faiat,  wildt,  p«il«,  pwrba Jt^  panpiitdp ' ' 

Till  I  inallfmant  vaTJirial,  who  e«hd  up  ah  tbe  mitrortunea  ot 
tlw  faniilyt  dcKif  nut  f»rret  tbe  faiol  bridnl  of  riajdoun.  Ho 
^r^'OH,  rhoufh  hJi  ^eniit  ar«  u  ohHcitiv  a»  unpocititnil.  to  ioti* 
Ilia  14  rlkat  Lti4  viohM)^  dorw  to  liiti  brjdrrr^Hfui  ui/i  by  Uio  ini«r- 
^■4'iitiDn  of  Che  fbul  turnA  to  wlmm  U^ft  youiif  lady  bad  r«*irritM| 
UtiTMlf,  in  mm  ab»  •hfittld  bmak  Jwr  contrafi  with  lit?r  ian% 

in  thti  TToto  Kpnw  Lawli  MemdFHi^%<itMrttf  >it3%tii^^^lila  i« 
tEi«  iAjntly  tnditJoik 


bad  becrn  a ^ Inst  b^r  nipUi4c'-r^t  inch' oat i^mn  who  had  aiwn  hmt 
eoo!»ent  iu  ij-teifli  omiitoui  w*jrdaf  ^Viifl  mi  "     "  ^ 

io^ri-  hhal\  you  rspcjit  iL  "  % 


aiwn 
hmtt 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BRH>E  OF  LAMHERHOOR. 


It  (Nft  ki#T  fit  tit  '!iji  RuLhrjfuf4*Nlkiii|llTfli^ 


.       .       _       uili^ft  . 

>  I  lA  >J  III  il  I«(il4>^  n  '•  pulfinur  rjf  ^l  dertilt, 
jlii.j,  •!*  ^n»l  iivhtUfuliB^  dU  hLv  lAi  bHdi  j 

Yk  l,»la'*t  it*  tw  h]M  fntkSFBH  ^  or  HJi), 

tl*  itit^w  ihrn  \\m^aom  Irvm  Uem  dddUi]  W1, 

tuln  Ell*  diilkirftvr  *]wt  lo  hl>  rtv*!  PiJinfi 

11 1«  ira^^K]  l>Mii]:>  i^c'et  wnft  Q^tT^i  Tiul  Lj-  t^  T^lt."* 

nm?  af  Thit  mnryntnJ  tiuTn  dvftribni)  tcp  WilliTiiri  I>tin)i>p>.  ftp' 
ptiij»  Ift  Lhe  nbovn  liitci-    "  ?lu>  hiM  biiij^rh<r^  herself  iq  Ic^rd 

Btiidomi.  Dii  tiwuir,  mi  J  fwt  itialticir  vrvj  tlie  caiiH  of  hi«f  broacii 

'^  Wlitt  irvlit  of  f  jnpi  ihit  b«M  'brDoU  panoM, 

TIm  EU>t«  ^n  tttc  wtiTiV  notif  nupliHtn*  il  at  nseoninf  ''KuLhur- 
riff*l,  Whc*  jiltimLtl  hav«  mt^rtivii  Uid  UmJit  fl^UduuiL  ^irai  Bit- 
rtiii^n>  unalft,"  'tlio  jjiwitry  tif  tl^n  taum  tta  Lota  BiiJT  wd 
hk>  fmtfiily  wA»,  (a  Alrvi^i^r  m^Ucvd^  wT»um  b^  &br  Wilttam 
IjniiiUtuu  uT  WliiT()liiw.  a  rivhl  of  Lon]  fiinir  ffjf  Utc  viiiutiori 
df  rrii'i«iiij4*[it  q(  iTiH  CuiirL  (iT  iTCUlo^n  i  a  iKcnun  murli  ioffrior 
iu  ili«i  in>«r  ]aMyi>T  iiti  uiki^t^H  And  t^uLAUr  ill-Ui»iL«d  Liy  tLe 

fmnmi  itiili^v.  SiJHiD  aT  the?  ii{»l,c<  AtQ  by  Uw[  curiNUt  tun!  U' 
Hiiii»i.ii  uriiiiiixfir/  JEolii'Tt  MiLdD.  t^TiTj,  »«  i\  Tf\mital  J^eaijitu, 

^iif*.*  Lif  l(ip  ill  iiftr'ii**S  >"urt  ixTvun,  whttiip  T^i'-rji'  uncacn^Bcm 
fiuLtitnitjr  ^lii'Hutv,  tiuniii;".  mid  MUtH^,  tlioiif bt  a  Attiuf  cub- 
j(t«t  rpr  buUiuM^ui  ry  ujiM  r\bh\iity.  Tlil*  iKii-d  bf  mljdei' mtHhi 
%nw  AukJii'M  rn  Lihu^Mi,  l''ff'"u  iliu  lid  v^i  tut  ion  mlni^lflr  of  KJr- 
ktiifinr,  111  linllLimiy.  bncl  »riarljia  ii](i>iiLHiuit  ar  «|t  £tJi»cuulUui, 
fiijjijwuk^  lUt^  ]iunkhli>  tjccntpaliurv  uT  i  prinli^r  in  Eilinburfk, 
B*;  TuuLiifliiibli  |Im.»  r^illjr  of  EJAMituEiH  with  \«  tik'^i  be  ajj^warv  Iv 
Imvr  bc4'Ei  iuitiiiaEi^^  v^iih  an  ulcfT  *^  ^bt?  Lra«ic  t^vo]Lt  m  tlivif 
fntiiftr.     Ln  [/kJi  T'^c^^o  )i«  tjvati  tbc  muuioful  iicf^iuiQia  af  Uu 

'IImi  v?rii''t  tit'«r  Unt  tiU^'-"OD  Uitf  Qivrprctfld  dL^llt  'Of  Iha 
Virimjwt  Iditi}-  Mm.  iiiwl  Piilrjriibpj^,  La^j'  BaUiuvi'nr  rnuTtfef ^' 
Until  uflirftt  ku  ttiA  [jfiti{^»«c  datAi  of  tbe  <:fti:aAtru|.ih«  ivbi-ili  c^uld 
ii4jE  ta],icrMi«L' Ufivc  bc'^-'ii  nitfiLr  uc«rt|Liiit(l,    "  hiucnEa  Ancwt 

jtU'Wbur  li    SaiTtilti 
I  a  dLalagiut  W 

. _  _ .liv  Artt^  r«>ci.»ti4icu 

ini  tJiftt  tv  tiBil  liauiod  Oiat  wi^  l«iut]r.  And  motm  ill  amtiniJ 
■nlWiiMxl  hrtlife  thttfirnncM  af  mifUi  uid  TAttLviiry^  ii  df«k/bu( 
fii  hnuw  wfiAthid  chafkjfi'd  n?  w^y  a  ■t.''i:ni'  inti*  tnuunj'injt  Wit 
Itnstvrw  1^  Mjply  of  ihf.  mnmii  ai  n  h^h  imen  of  Mr,  ^jrouaii'i 
^  „  «rUi«l4  w«  not  «r  Uic  tint  tiunliiy  j— 

4kwt  iH^^Bf  Hi>m'i  tarti'ii  t9  Bn  ftl^fifn 
wfu'  ' 


I'i,  DoniutLi  Ihicta  AiJXVtL  ^<.  Obiii  Br-jtU'Enbc 
Ba&lMulKir  9O4 1««»^"  'I  iiv  f»nn  0/  Lliti  «Ecr2j«  { 
tWbt  &  (ibiwncLM  aq  d  a  d  ntnt-it j  r  lerrint.    Tl  iv  J 


WaJtci  tlurtivfiili  pJktiVbf  paUTkifJ  ^, 

W  Kir  «Bk<-.     J1i,ii  pi**nHff  ODJ  vi}»n4 
!-  .iiQi  JaitFitot* 

..oLiii.ir#, 

__ .      .  .ir^ilh*!  Airlfif 

|W^|ff*#iatHt  IfATdlMr  LilEJ  i^RKTn^Hitoi, 

ff^T  8yn|iin  iiNv  pob/cil  funh  hiFi  elcsriar  Airami  upoA  th* 
fk»  of  m  WtMwMhr((S«eTiK>tn,  art  wNrh  lul^hj&ut.Ain^;]:  a  lont 
fend^tAHiilatii  tAuUM),  tha  fn^ct  arrii'««  ai  Ihv  Mttdd  c^TDelu- 

tH^M.  " t  lUJifirm  h«d  ^illmdon  ftjot,  whitili.  t(  wnM  1M« 

liif  j^^^iK'BikE  'uiitifti^  tw  wt»uEd  liPiw  ^pcwfwd  ijAftihbif  Inrii AiU 
rruni  iiiiF-L'LiJkrk.  Aalhcuork  :En  wtiieh  tt  Monfi  It  fo  tCOTCV 
M  nbiKHiE  in  Im  %vUm,\  4nd  m  it  |nvu>^  ih  llwmOfltffaJt  tecoKitl 
of  on4i  nr  ibr  ic^iotn  i|i  tliia  trn^ir  uilfr  uitiatt  we  Iiif fe ntieen- 
^,  UK?  wiil  ni  tha  rikk  (>r  bi^^Dij;  UfduAiB  iavfrt  Hnttlttlit  ip*' 
•init^ftP  «ir  Mf  £^ifia<>ii'»  o^impc^itjon.    H  11  etiliUod,— 

'*A  rnrHtrn)  fjj«?^ifi,  f^ccA^ifined  iiy  tlie  m^  and  mur.U  U- 
ftftp(it<>iE  dDAE.li  nf  ihni  wof  ttillr  rMppcstod^  aiid  ir«ry  much  ac- 
coiii[i3j4li^il  t^iMitJi  ^11,  Ilavid  Dilnbirp  ymuifi^r  t^f  Bildoaa. 
Jfily  wn  andi  Mf>panrni  bptr  ftt  Uie  riclit  trordiipf^l  3if  I^And 
Duiib&r  of  BtMuatt,  Knifht  BamnaL  He  dajiartrtd  tb»  life  art 
Marrb  »,  i«3,  bavinf  rvirviTivl  a  bmiw  hv  a  niE,  di  lie  wRa 
niifif  Lbe  daj  prvtwdbif  tiatK-ixt  L^iUkind  KDiir'Itc*fHi~HrkiiA«i  i 
•ltd:  vu  bfinii«irmblr  ial* rrad  lii  Uk«  Abb«r  tburefa  of  Ho^y 
>ff>it  HtJiMp.  on  April  <^  laaa.'* 

"  Wrfi  ini^hl,  ihd  tiry  juMly  t*Ot<" 

Me  fHF^Ilr  of  tliQ  vi^r^i  LDtfP.[llUL}iH 

•  Hbimjfl  ]  be  til^M^  ni  «1k)U1iJ  I  fc^rbi 

At  t^  iwl  Aifoikitiftl  lu  ilMd  4  t«<i^  i 

*  TW  faU  fmm  bJ*  haP*,  Iff  vlu^lv  Ew  ir»i  k^rA, 

T  1  4^'^v  cvWi^Bn^  m*  ladrt,  ^h^cb  tviMi^^  la  UiM  HrVf  *pht1b+  of  iM 

-d^vT^'itB  lliilr  (('ELcpklon  fftLEid  «  Booh  uf  Sco^kk  Pu^a^Ia,  ISn,  *LEii 

lb  Drjr  Q^H  t»^iai*fef<lr>Ti,  lif  flU  ftf  tlinwmi  Tl^oniKLiB,  t^  RtC^tlerlV 
fiHUi  In  tl»«  vtc^pthI  onak  <.f  PuijQfl*^  p.  T9,  ta  ■  Mual,  4Mkidr«  tf1ki|<b 
4ll  ALf  J  tibH  H  iJUlklAn  of  Wlii  Le1»W, 

t  Tk)«  'E^^  i«  f¥|)FEnl**l  ^H  titp  "PP^ndlK  !■  m,  Inf tkrraplii'tcikJi  wof  h  by 

IUh  i-btwiihI  «4iiiJ#iibii{i'A  ftUr^H  u>  filmuaEy  tmt^,  ikgr  did  Ult  4«lhi^ 
9Pat  MK 11  <!^f  7  but  )ik  *v  I  tj  wEikli  bi  b«v^  m>  *  Ltta  tlu  ^^Ipp  tntt^l- 
ttm.  1  nlif  Leu*  |iwU  trgm  dw  Cltvill'MJ  llLiliarr«  ^r  dlA  hMs  Akitkw. 


1  tMT  t  mM  n  «fa  I  U»l'*  a  Mill  Ik 

A  •C7  ''*",  "'icM,  (1^**  Vf  *vmnif, 

T'Pn  f"*'"'!,  T'tttfl  *'"fi',  ^''|■  Jn*,  »  bcr*^ 

TEw  ■ior«*ft:i*4^*'*»^  '-^  "*f  ffiftid—  "i 

A  fluii  IT  tiftfj  U«T»  ehirf*rf  -jp  16  [Ij'  IslBf 
Wan] J  b*  ltx>  ^w  f<t»r  me  I0  ilkril  fer  liiia." 
Tht  [MWtprDiwvdi  (o  atiie  bt*  iritjmacT  with  U>0  ilio—    ^ 
tA4  t^  «afiiltti<jr  of  di«  ycnnnf  mtn's  BiiRnduKn  on  mt4»4 
wofilirp.  wtaieh  wa*  t^.fulw,  mid  tiail  >«ucb  ^fTed  ihmm  tivtsaf 
tJilta  dUhti  tba.1  wnf  inttDviict*dl  bp  hn  cjiimplc, 
'^'  ^  iJiPl  m^  MuH  '|fait«*t  PTb*«ba.fk  aTtfH, 
t1<,  onEf  iMp  w«^?  IB  7  jMrEl4Ji<ucrfe ; 
¥•&)  **i*^  "J^T  vd]^  fatPlrf  I»** 
Ha  Uifln  dcKJibn  tl*»  dt«f4*<Nl  itt  pttwm  tmA 
m  that  mote  aecfl« 
I  of  A  fin*  fBDlLEei 


bij  Bill  vliJb  cbfll^rn  >^  t9  Vm  Ite  bal 


wliifb  it  apiwius  iAa(  mora  aecflMpJivkiTWiiii  wen  mpm^t<*t  ^ 
Uamt 

**  He*  ^ddf  ^  fliMiAli  aiil  nsj  iup  ar  eaII^ 
W».it 

Ut^nftil  Bill  1 

In'*  fcBLaiT,  caaTtrw,  fp>n«^4  dltcavrtc^  ■Ujra, 

H*  pnodiM  dilt  i*]ilcti  vJ«f  ffi«a  mJIE  hJDiin, 

CnmmtDd,  *nd  nKn(bi»<n^E.     WE^ai'i  i|]i«i  }  jub^  IW^ 

rrita  (*lt !    !?•  cttrvhooA'd  tb*  JUldrlE*  THJ 

TiFlKitMitt^  ih^  ttvtmf*^     A«o*l  En  t*^^  tM«i 
K*  >tlri  tfc>  lit*,  'tii  -m  anil  odr  nnlidEnif  t 
Bi^rEnf,  ym  nm*  kigi'inB  j  llibvrm]^ 
AAd  |flL  ucit  IitImIi  4>r  m  ^ri^lf«1j 
Ai  iiHvEnr  whi^n  In  ^umd  «nd  *  him  TB  ^)«n  | 
A>4  ihat't  t  leHon  vhtrBi  nM  man;  ifi 
Ao<]UBfn1«d  vl!Ji      U*  iMriitvi  «ru,  fit  OArtni 
Wlm  hm  tm.m  *mmm^  alM)  Jftt  ItaMa  taH#allBH 

To  nf^wiww^^nii.mmi  kmpiit4it^*m^  loft 

fU  utM.  i  wE  iiimt  awft  »i#MU»n<f^tjt  i« 

On  f»ol  I  I  kkb  fh4t  ht  tud  f  lltE  ilBtit  *«■ 

Til'  n^iilri  et  ^nurt  w^rf  BPila  ^in  wr1E  knv^A^ 

A AiE  tti  Citi**i  Willi*  ir^  tliihird  aoi  bii  o^ti^ 

fU  blip*  ri4LE  v^lF  itiv«'  t[i  WIj*-?*  «l  eumrt, 

Aj^  r**  trnii  MlNlkwiA  illit  ihFtFtQ  (T*on : 

II  g  I  iaw'ii  \kt  ti<%intrf  1 1  ft-,  cI^b^^'i!  t[i  Euinv 

niinuir  ti^|>a«l'n|«  Ljiri  AfTliinliuirv ) 

r>QYEiif,  tfnpreyEnf ,  di^ciiEnf,  trtBd^^«if ,  dfrnJnhf , 

1tJ#wE|iit,  fvTlnrtDit^  and  bf  thM*  niMtv*  laiBtofl  ; 

riAntEnft  mii^lHniiMi.  Itvii^Eng,  itveltaf 

HV  iIIb^  GOi^itat*,  lia^iwkt  ttrn4m  S  pm]l*mliig' 

ti'rw  Ullg.  nf*  tb>t  dvrlcft  tMi  dlwial 

Tl^ii  fcH^tit  ■ciT»nr*  ^iJ*  pf  1*1  wLih  Eilt  pla 

l;j.ipirl|   In  hit  l-ntCn hihA,  Itiiavtl  Lii  bmiBCf  ~ 
Jart  1nl|U  J<M:jnjp<>,  ki^irH  fiiuc:EL  mrfnm 
TroiD  qiiuk*  af  Uw,  inLl  ttusif  iartfwr 

llUc*U«>  L^  Bl|  tuFDiMl   fllUlklJ^    ■fUiP. 
f^tvai  ACIjqAilll pi|  with  Cr>tBI(lfTB|ill^ 

A rllbaivliE: ^  mad  mpd^m  liijtorr  ; 
Wllh  ui^hllfclurv  *nkE  iQ^li  lf1*u  l^aM^ 
WEibeli  I  mil'  c^lE  f^v'EAc  wl^a^fa 
Tttf*r»  ppHlEfiiikn  ;  •Dd«xH!lr  hi 

Thltliigvi  ibtiUQ  ntft,  jiilMitt  ia  wn ,__, 

!<■/  bi^4i?k  [he  i|iE«,  bni  bv  »Jtn(i  Ehe  Ihif^^ 

|l  btlE  a  kEtUtdW  ACkreirl|»i^rt|i  lHl.l«lA,f. 

tit  EtaXEinl  iba  t'T«iaeK,  |if  'i  <pp#fD  ia  Ml  pnlaai 
I4  m^  biiEf  KKhT*  than  fdvrEr  ^;t'' 

ThmeBflWatbe  (ulE  tmnt  of  wo,  in  wHipIi,  inlaftdofM^ 
liif  Dvdnh  hEmwir,  ilio  JFvwt  inrnniii  m  wbat  Uta  aarlimu-  wb^k' 
tukvm  «tU]  un  ikeh  oti  o«riiiun  1 

'*  Jl  faf^L^.P-n  J*»t,  *1  lEi«  hPWt,  H*  dtwM, 

\V«aU1  hi.»k«ieila.iJit«i,  a^  tlrtaili|  MfHrn^ 

AfaEiJiL  ihn  iiiw.  llH  Li#iEJMh^  >rfiaifffc 

Wh^Ll  lllil  til*  fOtai  si  fit.ii*Wf^9tmrl 

Wt  oiLifEiL  hi**  titu  liiin  Taf*  aad  ^«*,  ftm  n^,  V 

*T^  ^tTf  UEEt  *e  laLrEil  Lhft  EM*id  Ei^  cima  ' 

n*  rit't  ^^  m<*iilh,  lEii  4aj ,  Ibi  hoaf ,  di*  ^Jum^ 

f Ih  C'Oiiil'ki  B  7  4  Ibt  vi^f,  Aod  tte  tl  fu  I 

%«jrf  «n  rtDTf  aduaap  miiit  x>^  wpmai 

fX  umaiiti,  l^ltilaje,  1116  OEjWfbftl  faiHt  t 

EtdaiB  anj  Mt  i^ai  ill  Mb  e«r  iwri»v» 

Bndi  IM  nuD«*a  tsd  (!)•  IpvdiaciilM  r 

Ad|B<lct  atl  penavt  wnilMt  Eyifhart  ptlAp 

A  Iwafi  tv.  vaJh  e»  TmiI,  awl  tA<n  ff^ 

Ord»  a]  I  itaruei  f ti  Im  Irnirf  b*A,  l^a^  ^  ' 

M^tE^V  HtiFf  moiT  Ihf  Ilk*  adffntiiri  llHi-'' 
SDjiiK»inj|  oar  rvadcrv  hl\'e^  bad  ffiiuth  of  Hf.  Ilfimmp^} 
Terwv,  aiid  fUiiiint  ootbini  more  in  (iii  ^cmm  wttlSif  t^  U^i^ 
iirniitiofl,  wa  rufurn  totN'  iiajrin  tttitf. 

U  il  ri(>edlc;i4  iti  point  nut  Em  tEm^  kntr-IIEiprtit  rtftiyttf  Qiu  ll|i 
witrhcmft  of  The  malhei  c«n«LiE4'4:E  <^itiy  \a  iJtia  moottiUinti  pf 
n  t^WfirfaE  tbiitd  o^r  a  ireiSt  und  tn^^lanrliAlf  nnti,  wait  (nal 
tlui  biribE>«tii  wit}i  whitb  ebc  £i»rrkfd  ti*t  Bqp¥VlAf}ijr  la  • 
cafe  of  dgticoej,  had  dnvoiq  hi-f  dnnftilvrfint  iivdvaf^tN  tftiis 
to  ffuiir^.  Accerdin^lr,  ilie  eu'tbor  b»a  rndeaTotirt^  |«  tjt* 
nLiin  tbt  tnf  ic  tAEc  nn  thii  priooipitt,  lUi^'bitw^  rt«^jgiAittMa 
LAdr  A«hirjn  RMj  ba*  napowd  b>  pown  to  ttia  ctlMniUl 
I>aitii'  Iidarfii^rct  Row.  the  fenOoT  m^it  not  EniipoK  that  f 
wn*  no  J  idea  of  tmdnf  the  t^rtntit  of  the  ftnst  Lord  f  ii(L,^^^_, 
Stojr  to  Uii&  mckj  and  {fuminsiiintr't  .Sir  William  A4hls«, , 
LanI  S^tf.  irhitiTer  mi^Fit  bQ  btP  nifira.!  qiTarui^m,  ttiM  AarOhlJ^ 
Ij  wa  6fv»Htni  it£ti.itii!Mi  Aiid  iflu  r^T9  of  his  afv^ 

Tht  ttOAffliiBxr  fia*tfe  Df  Vfv\r»  Crmir  ha*  ^wn  Idi^nlMMf  by 
iniDD  lover  of  hit^ftjr  WEtb  thnt  of  rail  Caitle.  Thi  ttii^nr 
it  ant  eovpcEAfit  to  jud^e  of  tE]#  mi'rahlnAcie  betimt  R14  nvj 
and  fmi^nUT  «ccii«,  l^ttf  i£tr  iKrer  kc^ri  Ta^t  Chitle  ttkcvvl  IHoa 
tbft  HNi.  Hat  forfaJlx^  of  tni#  dbirnptEorr  ft,r?  fumtd  ue?etyytfl^ 
hfcj:  oii>jt?f*'  ihcitji,  projoctlfiff  foelci,  ar  r'^oO'^i^EO^i**.  m  WUf 
parti  Elf  t^e  v^iti^tri  nomft  of  Bcvdiatid,  lr>d  tbf' j>o*iltn*  of  ntf 
Cajtlfi  f^tnt  ctttjusAy  to  PNembto  tl)«lor  Woln*  Cft<  u  paC^ 
tu  aftr  DtbrrH.  while  Itf  TTcinitT  fo  tli«  toEKintaht  ridfn  tif  ut^ 
merrno'jr,  rendL-ri  iJie  (U>iiiiJ]«tii»iui.  urotiltilaL  one. 

Wo  liqi'Q  cmry  to  add,  tbit  tEi^  diiiUkpf.Eliti  l«prt>TtvnMta  ||tte> 
fTooitt  b¥  &  tWi  miw^Mi«^«ie  b4i4«ktf  M  Ikft  BQv*rb^^l# 
jvd  W  tliv  do  ieii  imTortnuiaEti  loviic.  ^  ^  ^ 
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CHAPTER  t. 
Br  eask  and  JcmI  to  win  four  hn«d, 
wi'  whigmal«eriM  (br  them  wha  ooed, 
Wbalk  k  B  fwitle  tmd«  indeed 

Taoni — "    ^" 


iMBong- 

Fsw  have  been  in  my  secret  while  I  was  compiling 
llieie  narratiTes,  nor  is  it  probable  that  they  wiO  ever 
leoome  public  during  the  life  of  their  author.  Even 
were  that  event  t9  happen,  I  am  not  ambitious  of  the 
kMwanBd  distincnon,  ckgUp  manatrarier.  I  confess, 
mat,  were  it  safe  to  cherish  such  dreams  at  all,  I 
noiud  more  ehjoy  the  thought  of  remaining  behind 
the  curtain  unseen,  IQLe  the  in^^nious  manager  of 
Punch  and  his  wife  Joan,  and  enjoying  the  astonish- 
ment and  conjectures  of  my  audience.  Then  might 
li  perchance,  bear  the  productions  of  the  obscure  Pe- 
J9  Pattieson  praised  by  the  judicious,  and  admired 
by  the  feeling;  engrossing  the  young,  and  attracting 
vren  the  old ;  while  the  critic  traced  their  fame  up  to 
MOW  name  of  literary  celebrity,  and  diequestion  when, 
■mi  by  whom,  these  tales  were  written,  filled  up  the 
lyase  of  conversation  in  a  hundred  circles  and  cote- 
M.  This  I  may  never  enjoy  during  my  lifetime ;  but 
urther  than  this,  I  am  certain,  my  vanity  should 
never  induce  me  to  aspire. 

.  I  am  too  stubborn  in  habits^  and  too  little  polished 
n  manners,  to  envy  or  aspire  to  the  honours  assigned 
to  my  literary  contemporaries.  I  could  not  think  a 
wiut  more  hi^y  of  myself  were  I  even  found  worthy 
10  come  in  place  as  a  lion,"  for  a  winter  in  the  great 
metropolis.  I  could  not  rise,  torn  round,  and  show 
tU  my  hoDOort,  from  the  eha^^  mane  to  the  tufted 
w,  loar  you  an  'twere  any  nightingale,  and  so  lie 
«>wn  agam  like  a  wdl-behaved  beast  of  show^  and 
jUat  the  cheap  and  easy  rate  of  a  cup  of  cofllee,  and  a 
^nto9  of  bread  and  butter  as  thin  as  a  wafer.  And  I 
eooki  ill  stomach  the  Ailsome  flattery  with  which  the 
«ar  of  the  evenbg  indulges  her  show-monsters  on 
Ml  occasjons,  as  she  crams  her  parrots  with  sugar- 
Pttns,  m  Older  to  make  them  talk  before  company. 
1  oumot  be  tempted  to  "  come  aloft"  for  these  marks 
«  distinction,  and,  like  imprisoned  Sampson,  I  would 
mther  remain— if  such  must  be  the  alternative— all 
jny  life  m  the  mill-house,  grinding  for  my  vetr  bread, 
ggn  be  breoffht  forth  to  make  sport  for  the  Philistine 
wins  and  ladies.  This  proceeds  from  no  disHke^  real 
?«fected,  to  the  aristocracy  of  these  realms.  But 
!"*y  have  their  plaee,  and  I  have  mine :  and,  like  the 
*">  tad  earthen  vessels  hi  the  old  fable,  we  can 
syce  come  into  collision  without  my  being  the  suf- 
2^  in  «very  sense.  It  may  be  otherwise  with  the 
■wits  which  I  am  now  writing,  lliese  may  be  ooen- 
sa  tad  laid  aside  at  pleasore?  by  amusing  themselves 
wjtnthe  perusal,  the  great  will  excite  no  false  hopes; 
^  M|tiecting  or  condemning  them,  they  vrill  inflict 
■JpPtm I  and  how  seldom  can  they  converse  with 
J^  whoss  mmds  have  toiled  for  theSlr  delight,  with- 
^  ooing  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

in  the  better  and  vriser  lone  of  feehng,  which  Ovid 
n^txprnsMs  in  one  line  to  retract  in  that  which  fol- 

**>»Icanaddreasthese4iiiie»—  

BfAa  J  J^^'^  "^  iMidiv,  nHp  ni.  Hnr.  wfi  m  WpMH 
Uu:^  I^Join  the  N^gret  of  the  illustrious  exiles  that 
f*,¥imfBU  ooukl  not  m  person  accompany  the  volume^ 
r^^^l^besent  forth  to  die  mart  of  hteratnre^  pleasu^, 
■M  nxQiy.  Were  there  not  a  hundred  similar  m- 
"S<oet  on  record,  the  fate  of  my  poor  friend  and 
!P°9^Hh«>w,  Dick  Tinto,  wcM  be  sufBcient  to  warn 
aSSP^  tteking  happiness,  in  thei  celebrity  which 
"■o^  Itself  to  a  soceeMd  cmtivator  of  the  fine  arts. 


Dick  Tin ro,  wttcn  he  wtot*  himself  nnis!,  wan  *  on» 
10  derive  his  ongiii  frtim  thti  Qticicjit  family  of  Tint* 
of  ilmt  eJkt  in  CnnarkhLlrf^  snd  occasionally  bin  ted 
'  thai  he  Imd  ^ituewiiat  Jfru^otecl  ftooi  his  pen  tie 
bEo^xi^  in  u^in^  ilin:  i>encil  lor  u\s  princi^n^l  mt^njii  ai 
mippijTi.  U u t  if  Di ck>  p«iie rm  wtxa  co r rett,  eomc  U 
hi$  rmrt^Ftora  must  have  suifcrtKi  a  niorii  heuvy  da- 
cli  riston,  smce  the  good  man  bii  father  ex*:'c?ut*d  thf 
nt^Ofaynr^V  and,  I  img^,  tho  hon^l,  but:  cert  am  h'  oo, 
verv  dbiinguiFhetl  emtiluytiieni,  of  itiilor  in  ordiimry 
to  me  vitlo^fl  of  LBninlirdtuu  in  the  weaL  Umler  hia 
hum  bio  rofjf  wna  RjchnnJ  bora  and  to  his  fothiir's 
humble  iratft? Mfi^i  Ruhflrtl^  ^rcatlv  canlrary  lo  iits  in- 
clinatirjn^  ttirly  intit^nturwl,  OM  Mr.  TitHtj  hati,  \\qw- 
evff,  no  rii?a*on  to  conuralulalc  f:  tin  self  upon  hnvfjig 
compLlltd  the  youthful  jieiiiiwuf  hia  stin  tofontakt!  its 
natuml  lK?nt.  Bf  fan il  liktj  the  school boj'  wlio  ni- 
irrnptB  to  stop  with  his  finger  the  epout  6f  n  wnt^r 
cistern,  while  the  atrtum,  examtrtitcd  ai  ihiit  cotri* 
picsaiori,  ^Bcapcs  by  a  tboufFcma  uncolciiUted  jfi^rli. 
nnd  wets  him  till  over  for  hia  p&iua,  Evin  wi  fared 
thp  3*^nior  Tinta  when  hia  hupeful  BpprcnEioo  not 
only  c.xhnustcd  all  tlie  chalk  in  making  skcicUeH  upoa 
the  ahfjphoiirti,  but  even  exccnted  several  caneatitrHS 
of  liig  fnThrr's  heat  cuatotners,  who  be^an  loudly  lo 
njurrrnir.  tlmE  itwafl  too  hard  !o  have  their  tn'musde^ 
formed  by  the  vestint  nts  of  \\w  father,  ami  to  l>e  at 
the  sirtne  tinio  tnrned  into  ndiculo  l^y  the  jienciil  of  tlu) 
feon.  Thia  krj  todiacrcdil  titid  lopsof  practice^  until  tloi 
old  tailor,  yiyfdinc  to  lieatiny^  and  to  the  cntreniie^  uf 
hifl  ftiin,  permiftt'd  him  lo  dtti  rnpl  hua  fbrtuoe  iri  a  liiiu 
for  which  ho  was  betterqiiiiUfl^,D. 

There  was  nbovjt  thia  tiini^  in  the  vil!(^  of  L«na- 
liirdiim,  a  peri  pa  tt"  tic  brother  of  the  brushn  who  e*er- 
ct5«Hl  his  vocation  fuh  Jor^/rigido^  ihe  object  of  ad- 
miration to  atl  the  hoys  of  the  viilase^  bvn  especially 
to  Diek  Tinto,  The  age  had  not  yet  ndomed.  anmagal 
other  Lin  worthy  reiret^chmeni*,  ihat  il  libera!  RieJi^nro 
of  econotn^T  whkh,  f^ipplying  by  v«^rittcn  chnraetera 
the  tack  ol  ity mtoEii'Jil  ret^tetipiaiionj  ctoeefi  one  i>pcn 
nnd  easily  acccasible  avenue  ohni>tniciion  and  eniiohi< 
ment  ngJiinfit  the  students  of  the  ^ne  arts.  Jt  was 
riQt  yet  prjrnittcd  to  write  wpon  ihe  plftsn^njid  dcsor-wny 
f>f  nn  uhihuuftCf  orthc]  uuprwridrd  si^rnof  an  inn,  '"Tlia 
Old  3lairoic,"or  **The  Saracen's  Hi'od,"  ^uhntiiiiiriii; 
that  coin  dew^Kprion  lox  tl^c  livdy  effiKifs  i^f  Mm 
plumed  chatterer,  ortheiurhanM  fl"own  oi  the  f^^rrific 
wMun^  That  ctirjy  atid  more  wimple  aije  eonddcnd 
Eilike  the  necesotics  pf  ntl  rankn^  and  deijicte<l  the 
pymhol*  of  gfwd  cheer  so  n»  to  tw  obviotia  to  ^l!  ca- 
pn cities;  wjjII  jid^ng^  that  a  man,  who  could  nut 
reari  a  aj-Hybie^  niH?ht  tii^vittholc**  lovi*  a  pijt  of  p^viii 
ale  as  well  ni  hia  beitcr'tdurnled  neigbbonr*.  orevm 
a  a  the  pnrson  htmst  If,  Actm^  uiNon  this  literal  nrin- 
nple.publicanH  as  yet  himx  forth  the  pntntH  embli  ma 
of  their  chjljng,  snd  tsisn-iiainterBv  if  they  etldonr 
fenfltedj  did  not  at  least  absolutely  pfan*c. 

To  a  m^rthy  of  thia  dtcayod  proftaEion,  as  we  hav« 
fthc^iHy  Lntirnated,  Diek  Tinm  nee n me  an  BSHiatont  \ 
and  thuss  ^\  is  not  unu^al  amonfr  heaven- Jiom  |!t> 
ninp<^  in  this  dcT>artmcnt  of  the  l^ne  aria,  be^aij  tO 
paint  before  he  hod  any  notion  of  drawing. 

Hie  tnlent  for  observing  nature  aoon  mdueetj  him 
l(h  rectify  the  errors,  and  Hoar  above  the  iastnicuunat 
ijf  hift  tenchcf.  Ho  particularly  shone  in  painting 
h'"'rst «,  that  being  a  favonrite  m^i  in  the  Seottjah  vij- 
I^ijpHi;  nndi  in  iniciof?  hia  proHrc>*i  't  jb  b<eautiful  to 
oti^t  ivi',  how  by  de"7{?ss  ne  b«med  to  ethorfen  lbs 
lnirk«,  and  pr»lMii£;  rtir  Irr^  i>f  xht'^T  noble  anmml^ 
until  they  cfirin'  l^r  |-i..k  I-  ^'..  Iskf  rj^^iodilcfi,  and  mots 
1j  k  e  n  fta».    be  true  uu^i^^f^  lii^  j^^^^i^-C  nw?t3» 
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kflnccmiEntT  hftH  in- 


omivi  n  o»  11    r^^l^^jj^,  whictv  fis  lEpfmiit*  all  sorts ^ 


fur  ds  r^  besiotv  a  lin^h  ftiiw^mu- 
iiierSry  on  o  iafountc  flubju^r.  But  ihe  en  use  of  a 
diitt'CiSioil  frii^id  iH  s^jf^mJ ;  nntl  I  di-«Jain  ti)  bo  Mom  it 
BO  :^riiK.TiiciaUy.  I  liavt?  vmttsl  tha  sign  in  Qiieauun, 
which  yd  Fvnngs  i^srnUeii  in  ihe  vilhi^o  cif  Ltiiigifjir- 
dimi  J  find  I  am  rendy  to  Jeprjrie  isfjoii  oaih,  thnt  what 
,lini«  bf^n  idJv^  iiiisrakt'Ji  or  niisrfprcaonT*:^  a^  iiciiii^  the 
fl(IH  l':^  of  the  liorae,  is,  in  fatl.  rhe  tdl  of  ihat  qund- 
tupcJ,  aud  c?on?fliitTed  with  feicront*  to  the  poaritre 
in  whif^li  b^?  if*  dnliiicntt'dt  foritis  a  drcumstauct,  in- 
Tmtiin.'L^  and  nmtiMScd  wirii  armt  and  Hucceaj^ful, 
tiions^lr  daring  nn.  The  na^  wcitig  repi^i^niefJ  la  a 
mnipant  p^  n^rir^g  posrurt^  (h«  tntt  which  Ib  litxh 
[tmgtii  till  It  toiiahtM!  tiie  {^lund,  appears  lo  form  a 
fyfiint  ^fappiiK  &nd  myt'F  iht  firrrirt'-s^  of  b  iripoil  to 
the  fi^rre,  without  whEch  it  would  Ih-  difficult  to  imq- 
f:c4Vi\  pUicp^i  as  the  fc^t  nre,  how  thj.',courflt?r  could 
mnintaifi  Uis  ground  without  tuiuhhiis^  backwards. 
Tfiis  bj»id  i^jfjcDprloTi  ha«  Jortunjitdy  latSeu  into  thfi 
<*u p tod y  0 r  Oil (3  b y  whom  ] t  is  d id y  v ii t ucd j  for,  w hai 
Picti,  ill  his  more  adviinced  st^te  <jifjf>roftcicnL-)'*  Ijc- 
TTimu  tlubioLi*  ■;''*h" 
frtjm  tho  o??li1p 
rJtyctitc  ft  pitT. 
for  shU  juvcfnj  ;■ 
ds^clint^i  by'  br.^  ,'•.. 
it  foemsi,  rnJit  >vh  ,; 
ntiiiTin^  fiis  giii  -■-,  ■ 


Hr'ty  of  so  dciriitg  a  devrtllon 

>'\tiT%  ftmj  was  dt!arou8  to 

'^ijinan  bin]:Wt:' 1/ in  c:X.cbanf||e 

'ic  coiirt«>iiRoEliir  wrus 

r,  wbo  bsid  observe  J, 

I  xo  cLittaduTy  incou- 

-  Iujra;  at  hig  sign  wiis  sure  to 

jLnU  tbfjm  inl;iii'l  IrLiihuir. 

It  would  be  Cm^ii^m  Eis  tny  piieft^l  purpose  ta  trace 
iho  sTf'ps  by  which  Dick  1  into  irjiprovtHd  hir  r.  uiirh, 
HnfT/?orrectC'd,  b}^  thf  rub«  t'^f  nrt^  tlie  luxuriruji-.-  ^a'  a 
ff/rvU  imn^'ifinriippL  *l^n3  scales  ffJl  frc^m  hi?  f>ti5  uo 
vijnv  iij  dkf  Mlahlics  of  a  conU^mpr>mT\',  tbt  Seotti^ 
T,:i.iirL-i,  na  Wdliu:  baa  been  dcet:7Vcdfy  stylfxl.  He 
vhri  w  ii*ju]i  [[te  brush,  took  up  the  craycisis,  and, 
^rriid  bnni^i!<r  aod  loiL  sirul  su^r^n^  and  nnotirtaintf, 
lMTT??ii'^T  ^hn  pn'h  of  hb?  prnfiC'L^pinn  imdf'r  bm:T  nu*- 
j>jij- hrMi  rK'"^i-  ifriiW  ij.^iiriuiii  jii  istcr.  r\Ji  lif  lirst 
nidc  emanations  othis  gemus  (like  the  niirsery  rhymes 
of  Pope,  could  these  be  recouered)  will  be  dear  to  the 
companion?  of  Dick  Tinto'e  youth.  There  is  a  tankard 
and  gridiron  jpaiinted  over  the  door  of  an  obscure 
clmnae-house  in  the  Back-wynd  of  Gandercleugh— 
But  I  foe^  I  must  tear  myself  from  the  subject  pr 
dwell  on  it  too  long.  .  ,   -«.        .    , 

Amid  his  wants  and  struggles,  Dick  Tmto  had 
jccoursej  like  his  brethren,  to  levying  that  tax  upon 
the  vanity  of  mankind  which  he  could  not  extract 
fi-oin  their  taste  and  Uberality— in  a  word,  he  painted 
portraits.  It  was  in  this  more  advanced  state  of  pro- 
^ciencv,  when  Dick  had  soared  above  his  original  line 
of  business,  and  highly  disdained  any  allusion  to  it, 
lha^  after  having  oeen  estranged  for  several  vearA 
we  again  met  in  the  villagie  of  Granderdeugh,  ihola- 
ing  ray  present  situation,  and  Dick  pfunting  copies  of 
the  hiiman  face  divine  at  ^  guinea  per  head.  This 
was  a  small  preniium,' yet,  in  the  first  burst  of  busi* 
ness,  it  more  than  sufficed  lor  all  Dick's  moderate 
wants ;  so  that  he  occupied  an  apartment  at  the  Wal- 
lace Inn,  cracked  his  lest  with  unpunity  sven  upon 
mine  host  himseU|  and  lived  in  respect  and  observ- 
ance with  the  chambermaid,  hostler,  and  waiter. 

Those -halcyon  days  were  too  aerene  to  last  Jong. 
When  his  honour  the  Laird  of  Gandercleugh,  with 
his  wife  and  threedaughten^.  i^K  n'l/  thegaueei; 
mbie  esteemed  patron  Mr.  Ji  I'  Iil  Cliisabotham, 
and  some  round  doien  of  tli ^  iid  fanpers,  had 

oeen  consigned  to  immortal  ^.  . ,  i ;  u  to's  brush,  cps- 
tom  oegan  to  slacken,  andir  wj^s  intpofisible to  wring 
more  than  crowns  a^d  hai^L  T^>iv7ia  fro  in  the  haia 
hands  of  the  peasants,  whosd  uuibition  led  them  to 
Dick's  painting-room. 

StilU  though  the  horizon  was  overclouded,  no 
storm  Tor/Some  time  ensued.  Mine  host  had  Caris- 
tian  faith  with  a  lodger,  who  had  been  a  good  pay- 
inastqr  as  long  as  he  had. the  means.  And  from  s 
portrait  of  our  landlord  himself^  grouped  with  his 


wife  and  daughters,  in  the  style  of  Rubens^  wfaiai 


dtsod  '"i^ul;ve"'iW»  i"*iii'»ncH  upon  a  time  pnintt^i  ai«iddenly  appeared  iii  the  best  parlour,  it  was'eyidsit 
ntats*;  vii>"  ,^.  upq»jQ|frad  of  four.  1  might  have  Ihai  Dick  had  found  some  mode  of  bartering  art  Ibr 
p.eh.A  hi»  ^^1^^^  thij  Ect^nise  allowed  u»  that    '^ 


the  necessaries  of  life. 

Nothin&  howeveTi  ifimpr^. precarious  than  io> 
sources  tMEtkii  nanire.|  It  l^rayobeferved,  that  Dz^ 
h^came  in  his  turn  the  whetstone  drmine  host's  wit^ 
without  venturing  either  at  defence  or  retali^ion; 
that  his  easel  was  transferred  to  a  garret-room,  in 
which  tbexBwaajBcaice  space  for  it  to  stand  uprigjit ; 


and  that  he  no  longer  ventured  to  join  the  weekl/ 
club,  of  which  he  had  been  once  the  life  and  souL 
In  short,  Dick  Tinto'a  friends  iaared  that  he  had 
acted  like  the  animal  called  the  sloth,  which,  having 
eaten  up  die  last  green  leaf  upon  the  trse  where  it 
has  established  itself  ends  by  tumbling  liown  from 
the  top,  and  ^ying  ct  inanition.  I  ventured  to  hint 
th!  -  tj  I  Dickj  recommended  his  transferring  the  exer- 
cii  <  >r  his  inestimable  talent  to  some  other  sp^tsre, 
an«i  ^'J  Baking  the  common  which  he xxiightbe said  tp 
have  f  siten  bare. 

' '  Tlirjre  is  an  obstacle  to  my  change  of  residence^  * 
said  my  friend,  grasping  my  hand  with  a  look  <tf 
soli^ruLity, 

''  A  hill  due  to  my  landloxd.  I  am  afraid  T*  repliad 
I,  with  heartfelt  sympathy ;  "if  any  part  of  my  &leik> 
dier  means  can  assist  in  this  emergence" 

"Noi,  by  the  soul  of  Sir  Jo^uaf  answered  th^ 
generous  youth,  *'  I  will  never  involve  a  friend  in  thp 
conseouences  of  my  own  misfortune.  There  is  ■ 
mode  oy  which  I  can  regain  my  liberty ;  and  to  creep 
even  through  a  comnoon  sewei^  is  better  than  t^ 
remain  m  prison." 

I  did  not  perfectly  understand  what  my  friend 
meant.  The  muse  ,of  painting  appeared  to  hav« 
failed  him,  and  what  other  goddess  he  could  invoka 
in  his  distress,  was  a  mystery  to  me.  We  parteci 
however,  without  further  ejudanalion,  and  I  md  no^ 
again;  see  him  until  three  days  after,  when  he  sum- 
moned me  to  partake  of  the^oy  with  which  his  land? 
lord  proposed  to  regale  him  eta,  his  oeparturs  iof 
Edinburgh. 

I  found  Dick  in  high  ^piriti^  whistling  whUe  he 
buckled  the  small  kaapsaclL  which  contained  mp 
coburs,  brashes,  pallets,  aiui  clean  shirt.  That  Jie 
parted  on  the  best  terms  withminehost.  waf  obvioaa 
from  the  cold  heef  set  forih  ui  toe  Ipw  parlour. 
flanked  by  two  mugs  of  admirable  brown  stout  i  ana 
I  own  my  curiosity  was  excited  ooncoming  ikm 

Vtiaarta    4riivkii<Tti    varni/tW    thA  A>j^a  f\F  m\r  An<m^'*    afVnana 


means  through  which  the  frrce  of 
h^  been  so.  suddenly  improved. 


i  afliun 
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Dick  of  dealing  with  the  devil  and  by  wh^t  eaifiUy 
means  he  had  extricated  himself  thus  happily,  I  was 
at  a  total  loss  to  conjecture^ 

He  perceived  my  curiosity,  and  took  me  by  tba 
hand,  "My  friend,"  be  saiq,  ^  Iain  would  I  coneatl. 
even  from  yoc^  the  degiadation  to  which  it  has  bean 

Secessaiy  to  submit,  in  order  to  aocompliah  an 
onouraole  retreat  from  Grandcroleugh.  But  what 
avails  attempting  to  conoeal  that,  woich  mm^  I9f^ 
betray  itself  even  by  its  superior  ^xcellen^  1  4U  tht 
village---aU  the  pansh^alT  the  worU;-wui  soonoia- 
oovor  to  what  poverty  has  roduped  Hiohant  Tinio." 

A  sudden  thought  hero  strpck  ne— I  had  obaerved 
that  our  landlora  wore,  on  that  memoiable^momingi 
a  pair  <^  bran  new  velveteens^  instead  of  his  aooienl 
thick  w>ts. 

*' What,"  said  I,  drawing  my  nfl^t  hand,  with  tha 
foro-finger  aid  thimih  pre^Kd  together,  nimbly  torn 
my  right  han/neh  to  my  latt  shouldor,  "  you  have  cot^ 
descended  to  resume  the  natemal  aria  to  whiob  yoa 
were  first  bred—long  stitches,  ha»  t^kkV* 

He  retailed  this  in^ucky  «onj«etupe  with  a  frown 
and  a  pshaw,  indicative  of  indigmmt  cootampt,  sad 
leading  sbb  into  imother  room,  showed  nML/estuig 
Mfftinst  the  waU,  the  majestic  head  of .  Sir -WiUiain 
Waliaoe,  ^im  as  when  asversd  from  the  trunk  bf 
the  orderf  of  the  felon  fiklwafd- 
.  The  jmnting  was  exeeiitedon  boaidsof  a  R^tan* 
ual  thjckness,  and  the  top  deoorated  with  iraoi^  hi 
suspending  tbs  honpitted  effigy  ufton  a  sign-poaw 

"^There/^  he|said,^*  my  friend,  stands  the  hopoor 
of  9oofland,  and  my  shamaTiret  not  so«-«atherlht 
shame  of  those,  who,  instead  of  encouraging  art  in 
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lis  proper  spliefef  reduce  ii  to  fbese  rnibecomiiig  vnd 
loworthy  extfemitiefl." 

I  endeavoured  to  smoip'h  th^  niJ!l*>fl  ft^liiiM  of  my 
nrisuasMl  and  indignant  frjind.  I  nniitifiod  nitrt,  thnt 
be  ought  not,  fike  the  el;vj:  tii  ilie  fab!i>^  fo  dpsrrsft  the 
qaality  which  bad  cxtticn  it-^i  him  frijm  difiictiilicpi,  in 
which  his  talents,  as  a;-'rrrri]i  ot  latidB^npp  pttintf% 
had  been  found  unavailuiu;.  ATioTe  ^11,  I  prQi<^oci  the 
executton,  as  well  ascotn  f^ptiorif  of  his  paint  in  j^,  tind 
reminded  him,  that  far  froin  focline  disfiorioiirtfl  hy 
■0  superb  a  specimen  of  Jus  tjiliiinrs  bHin^  v:i\jo^t\  t.r 
the  general  view  of  tho  puUhc,  he  onmit  raihor  i  > 
coDcratuiate  himself  ujxju  the  augineiitndtui  of  his 
eeleority,  to  which  its  public  exhibition  mast  neces- 
sarily give  rise. 

"  Yon  are  right,  my  friend-^Ton  are  right,"  replied 
poor  Didc,  his  eye  hindhng  with  enthusiasm ;  "  vhy 
Bhodd  I  shun  the  name  of  an— an"7-(he  hesitated 
for  a  phi^ase) — "an  out-of-doors  artist?  Hogarth 
has  introduced  himself  in  that  character  in  one  of  his 
best  engravings— Domenichino,  or  somebody  else,  in 
ancient  time*— Moreland  in  our  own,  have  exercised 
iheir  talents  in  this  manner.  And  wherpfore  limit  to 
the  rich  and  higher  classes  alone  the  delight  which 
the  exhibition  of  works  of  art  is  calcnlated'^to  inspire 
into  all  classes  1  Statues  are  placed  in  the  open  air, 
why  should  Painting  be  more  niggardly  in  displaying 
her  master-pieces  than  her  sister  Sculpture?  And 
yet,  my  friend,  we  must  part  suddenly ;  the  carpenter 
V  coming  in  an  hour  to  put  up  the— the  emblem ;  and 
truly,  with  all  my  philosophy,  and  your  consolatory 
encouragement  to  boot,  I  would  rather  wish  to  leave 
Gandercieugh  before  that  operation  commences." 

We  partook  of  our  genial  host*s  parting  banquet, 
ind  r  escorted  IWck  on  his  walk  to  Edinburgh.  We 
parted  ebout  a  mile  from  the  village,  jiint  as  we  heard 
the  distant  cheer  of  the  boys  which  accompanied  the 
mounting  of  the  new  symbol  of  the  Wallace-Head. 
Dick  Tinto  mended  his  pace  to  get  out  of  hearing- 
s' little  had  either  early  practice  or  recent  philosophy 
reconciled  him  to  the  character  of  a  sign-pninier. 

In  Edinburgh.  Dick*s  talents  were  discovered  and 
ippreciated,  and  he  received  dinners  afid  hints  from 
several  distinguished  judges  of  the  fine  arts.  'But 
these  gentlemen  dispensed  their  criticism  more  will- 
ingly than  tlieir  cash,  and  Dick*  thought  he  needed 
ash  more  than  eriticism.  He  therefore  sought  Lon- 
don, the  universal  mart  of  talent,  and  where,  as  is 
ttsual  in  general  marts  of  most  descriptions,  much 
more  of  each  commodity  is  exposed  to  sale  than  can 
ever  find  purchasers. 

Dick,  who,  in  serious  earnest,  was  supposed  to 
have  considerable  natural  talents  for  his  profession, 
and  whose  vain  and  sanguine  disposition  never  per- 
tnitted  him  to  doubt  for  a  moment  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, threw  himself  headlong  into  the  crowd  which 
Jelled  and  struggled  for  notice  and  preferment.    He 
«bowed  others,  and   was  elbowed   himself;   and 
finally,  by  dint  of  intrepidity,  fought  his  way  into 
wme  notice,  painted  for  the  prize  at  the  Institution, 
BM  pictures  at  the  exhibition  at  Somerset-house, 
■w  damned  the  hanging  committee.    But  poor  Diok 
y>a  doomed  to  lose  the  field  he  fought  so  gallantly. 
I?  the  fine  aria^  there  is  scarce  an  alternative  betwixt 
oietinguished  success  and  absolute  failure;  and  as 
Dick's  zeal  and  industry  were  unable  tp  ensure  the 
J^t,  he  fell  into  the  distresses,  which,  m  his-  condi- 
gn, were  the  nattn^l  consequences  of  the  latter 
•Iternative.    He  was  for  a  time  patronized  by  one  or 
Jj^  of  those  judicious  persons  who  make  a  virtue  of 
"emg  singular,  and  or  pitching  their  own  opinions 
•?amst  those  of  the  world  in  matters  of  taste  and 
pjfetsra.    But  thev  soon  tired  of  poor  Tinto,  and 
■"  him  dorwn  as  a  toed,  upon  the  pnncipio  on  which 
Jjpoilt  child  throws  away  its  plaything.    Misery,  I 
J^fi  took  him  up^  and  accompanied  him  to  a  prema- 
[|negra\'e,  to  whiph  he  was  canml  from  an  obscure 
j^Kina  in  S  walloW-street,  where  he  had  been  donned 
^.  lus landlady  within  doors,  and  vratched  by  bbiliifs 
Jjjihout,  until  death  came  to  his  relief.    A  corner  of 
to*  Monm^  Post  noticed  his  death,  generously  add- 
jKtJ^at  his  maimer  displayed  considerable  genius, 
jowgn  his  style  was  rather  sketchy:  and  referred  to 
■n  advertisement,  which  announced  that  Mr.  Vttt- 
Vot.  UL 


nish,  a  well-known  ptints^ller,  had  itiU  on  hand  a 
very  few  drawings  and  paintings  by  Richard  Tinio, 
Esquire,  which  mose  of  the  nobility  ai^d  genury,  who 
might  wish  to  oomptete  their  collections  of  modem 
art,  were  iinvited  to  visit  withdMl  delay.  So  ended 
Dick  Tinto!  d  lamentable  proof  bf  the  aicat  truth, 
that  in  the  fine  arts  rtediocrity  is  not  pffmitted,  tfnd 
that  he  who  cannot  ascend  to  the  very  top  of  the 
ladder,  will  do  well  not  to  pat  his  foot  upon  it  at  all. 

The  memory  of  Tinto  is  dear  to  me,  from  the  recol 
lection  of  the  many  conversations  which  we  have 
had  together,  most  of  them  taming  upon  my  present 
task.  He  was  delighted  ^x-ith  my  progress,  and 
talked  of  an  omamented  and  illustrated  edition,  wiih 
heads,  vignettes,  and  cuh  dt  Uimpe,  all  to  be  de- 
signed by  his  own  patriotic  and  friendly  pencil.  He 
prevailed  upon  an  old  Sergeant  of  invalids  to  sit  lo 
him  in  the  chnracter  of  Both  well,  the  life-guard' »• 
man  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  the  bell-man  of 
Ghmdereleugh  in  that  of  David  Dean^.  But  while  he 
thus  proposed  to  unite  his  own  powere  with  mine  for 
the  illusttation  of  these  narratives,  he  mixed  many  a 
dose  of  salutarj'  eriticism  with  the  panegyrics  which 
my  composition  was  at  times  so  fortimate  as  to  call 
forth. 

"Your  characters,"  he  said,  "my  dear  Pattieson, 
make  too  much  use  of  the  frob-boT ;  they  patter  too 
much— (an  elegant  phroseology,  which  Dirk  had 
learned  while  painting  the  scenes  of  an  itinerant 
company  of  players)— there  is  nothing  in  whole  pages 
but  mere  chat  and  dialogue." 

"  The  ancient  philosooher,"  said  I  in  reply,  "  was 
wont  to  say,  'Speak,  that  I  may  know  thee;'  and 
how  is  it  possible  for -an  author  to  introduce  his  per» 
8onie  dramatis  to  his  readers  in  •'more  interesting 
and  eflcctnal  manner,  'than  by  ih^fiaJogue  in  which 
each  is  represented  as  supportmg  his  own  appropriate 
character  ?" 

•*  It  is  a  false  conclusion."  said  Tinto;  "I  hate  it, 
Peter,  as  T  hate  an  unfilled  cann.  I  will  grant  you. 
indeed,  that  speech  is  a  faculty  of  some  value  in  the 
inteiKourse  of  human  afi'airs,  and  I  will  not  even 
insist  on  the  doctrine  of  that  Pythagorean  toper, 
who  was  of  opinion,  that  over  a  bottle,  speaking 
spoiled  conversation.  But  I  will  not  allow  that  a 
professor  of  the  fine  arts  has  occasion  to  embody  the 
idea,  of  his  scene  in  language^  in  order  to  impress 
upon  the  reader  its  reality  and  its  eifect.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  will  be  judged  by  most  of  your  renders,  Peter, 
should  these  tales  ever  become  pubhc,  whether  you 
have  not  given  us  a  page  of  talk  for  every  single  idea 
which  two  words  ihignt  have  communicated,  while 
the  posture,  and  manner,  and  incident,  accurately 
drawn^  ana  brought  out  by  appropriate  colourin;^ 
would  have  preserved  all  that  was  worthy  of  pre- 
servation, and  save  these  everiasting  said  he's  and 
said  she's,  with  which  it  has  been  your  pleasure  to 
encumber  your  paces." 

I  replied.  "  that  ne  confounded  the  operations  of  the 
pencil  and  the  pen ;  that  the  serene  and  eflent  art,  at 
painting  has  been  called  by  one  of  our  &st  IK-ing 
poets,  necessarily  appealed  to  the  e\'c,  because  it  had 
not  the  organs  for  addressing  the  ear;  whereas 
peetry,  or  that  species  of  composition  which  ap- 

f»roacned  to  it,  lay  under  the  necessity  of  doing  abso* 
utely  the  reverse,  and*  addressed  itself  lo  the  ear,  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  that  interest  which  h  couid 
not  attain  through  the  medium  of  the  eye." 

Dick  was  not  a  wliit  staggered  by  my  argument^ 
which  he  contended  was  ftninded  on  misrepresenta- 
tion. "Description,"  he  said,  "was  to  the  author  of 
a  romance  exactly  what  drawhig  and  tinting  were 
to  a  nainter :  Words  were  his  colours,  and,  if  property 
employed,  tney  could  not  foil  to  place  the  scene, 
which  he  wished  to  eoniore  up,  as  eifcctuaMy  before 
the  mind's  eye,  as  the  tablet  or  canvass  presents  it  to 
the  bodily  or^n.  The  same  rules,"  he  contendedj 
"  applied  to  both,  and  an  exuberance  of  dialogue,  in 
the  vjrmer  case,  was  a  verbose  and  laborious  mode 
«r  composition  Which  .w«nt  to  confound  tlie  proper 
art  of  fictitious  nattaUve  with  that  of  the  drama,  a 
widely  difterent  species  of  composition,  of  which  dis* 
logue  was  the  very  essenoe.  because  all,  except»*^  the 
language  to  bemsda  nsof,  waa  presented  to  tli«  $i^ 
15 
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toT^fi'^^wsfti  flv^  ^-^^^  ["^'SutM'noiluna" 'said Dick, 
re&ie*l  bi*  defL'iiee  uv»o^  ^^  j^^g  narrative  writlea 
bniiJRHof[i)«Ppii*^^^y^nia,  so  where  you  have  ap- 

,  JT^ -.i—*«^imwifj  jIjj^  species  of  coBiposilion, 
^  JoubmI  acenes  of  mere  conversa- 

,„,  .  _  _, of  your  story  has  become  chill  and 

e^npfrairier*,  nfid  voir  hsvp  lost  the  power  of  arresting 
till  fUi)  imagination,  in  which 

uiHjit   <       r  >>'.  H   ,.,.M.  may  be  considerod  as 

having  succeeded-  tolerably  welL ' 

I  made  my  bow  in  requital  of  the  compliment, 
which  was  probably  thrown  in  by  way  of  placebo, 
and  expressed  myself  willing  at  least  to  make  one 
trial  of  a  more  straight-forward  style  of  composition, 
in  which  my  actors  should  do  more,  and  say,  less, 
:han  in  my  tormer  attempts  of  this  kind.  Pick  gave 
me  a  patronising  and  approving  nod,  and  obs^ed, 
that,  finding  me  so  docile,  he  would  commumcat& 
for  the  beneUt  of  my  muse,  a  subject  which  he  had 
studied  with  a  view  to  his  own  art 

"  The  story,"  he  said,  "was,  by  tradition,  affirmed 
to  be  truth,  slthough,  as  upwards  of  a  hundred  years 
had  passed  away  since  the  events  took  place,  some 
doubts  upon  the  accuracy  of  all  the  particulars  might 
be  reasonably  entertained." 

When  Dick  Tinto  had  thus  spoken,  he  mmmaged 
his  portfolio  for  the  sketch  from  which  he  proposed 
one  day  to  execute  a  pictine  of  Knirtecn  feet  hy  eight. 
The  sketch,  which  was  cleverly  executed,  to  use  the 
appropriate  phrase,  represented  an  ancient  hall,  fitted 
op  and  furnished  iu  what  we  now  call  the  taste  of 
CUieen  Elizabeth's  age.  The  light,  admitted  from  the 
upper  part  of  a  hign  casement,  tell  upon  a  female 
figure  of  exquisteji>eauty,  who,  in  an  attitude  of 
apeechless  terror^Vppeared  to  watch  the  issue  of  a 
(fobate  betwixt  two  other  persons.  The  one  was  a 
young  man,  in  the  Vandyke  dress  common  to  the 
time  of  Charles  I.,  who,  Mrith  an,  air  of  indignant 

Eride,  testified  by  the  manner  in  which  he  raised  his 
ead  and  extended  his  arm,  seemed  to  be  urging  a 
claim  of  right,  rather  than  of  favour,  to  a  lady,  wljipse 
age,  and  some  resemblance  in  their  features,  pointed 
her  out  as  the  mother  of  the  younger  female,  and  who 
appeared  to  Usten  with  a  mixture  of  displeasure  and 
imbatience. 

Tinto  produced  his  sketch  with  an  air  of  mystenous 
triumph,  and  fl;azed  on  it  as  a  fond  parent  looks  upon 
a  hopeful  child,  while  he'  anticipates  the  fiiture  figure 
he  ie  to  make  in  the  world,  and  the  height  to  which 
he  will  raise  the  honour  of  his  family.  He  held  it  at 
arm's  length  from  me,— he  held  it  closer,— he  placed 
it  upon  the  top  of  a  chest  of  drawers,  closed  the  lower 
shutters  of  the  caseirienL  to  adjust  a  downward  and 
fiivourable  Ught,— £sll  back  to  the  due  distance,  drag- 
ging me  after  him.— shaded  his  face  with  his  hand, 
as  if  to  exclude  ail  but  the  favourite  object,— and 
ended  by  spoiling  a  child's  copy  book,  which  be 
rolled  up  so  as  to  serve  for' the  darkened  tube  of  an 
amateur.  I  fancy  my  expressions  of  enthusiasm  had 
not  been  in  proportion  to  his  own,  for  he  presently 
exclaimed  with  vehemence,  "  Mr.  Pattieson,  I  used 
to  think  you  had  an  eye  in  your  head." 

.1  vindicated  my  claim  to  the  usual  allowance  of 
visual  organs. 

"  Yet,  on  my  honour,"  said  Dick,  "I  would  swear 
Tou  had  been  born  blind,  since  you  have  failed  at  the 
first  glance  to  discover  the  subject  and  meaning  of 
that  sketch.  I  do  not  mean  t«  praise  my  own  per- 
formance, I  leave  these  arts  to  others ;  I  am  sensible 
of  my  deficiencies,  consdnus  that  my  drawing  and 
colouring  may  be  improved  by  the  time  I  mtend  to 
dedicate  to  the  art.  But  the  eonoeption— the  expres- 
sion—the positions— these  tell  the  story  to  every  one 
who  looks  at  the  sketch ;  and  if  I  can  finish  the  picture 
witbsut  diminution  of  the  original  conception,  the 
name  of  Tinto  shall  no  more  he  smothered  by  the 
raises  ef  envy  and  intrigue." 

I  r^Ued,  "That  I  admired  the  sketch  exoeed- 
tnghr{  hut  that  to  understand  .its  full  merit,  I  Mt 
H  absolutely  necessary  to  be  informed  of  the  sub- 
ject." 

'*  That  is  the  very  thing  I  complam  oi^"  answered 
Sbito '.  "  you  have  accustomed  yoMiiself  so  much  to 


these  creeping  twiljfl^t  delays,  of  yomf,  that  vm 
are  become  incapable  of  recerving  that  instant  ani 
vivid  flash  of  conviction,  which  darts,  on  the  nuna 
from  seeing  the  happy  and  expressive  combina- 
tions of  a  smgle  scene,  and  w^ich  gathers  from  the 
position,  attitude,  and  countenance  of  the  moment, 
not  only  the  history  of  the  past  lives  of  the  personages 
represented,  and  the  nature  of  the  business  on  which 
they  are  immediat^y  engMed,  but  lifts  even  the  veil 
of  futurity,  and  afibrds  a  sErowd  guess  at  their  future 
fortunes.'*^ 

"  In  that  case,"  relied  I,  "  Painting  excels  the  Ape 
of  the  renowned  Gmes  de  Passamont,  which  oiuy 
meddled  with  the  past  and  the  present;  nay,  she 
excels  that  very  Nature  who  afibrds  her  subiects  $  for 
I  protest  to  you,  Dick,  that  were  I  peimitted  to  peep 
mto  that  Elizabeth-chamber,  and  see  the  persons  yov 
have  sketched  conversing  in  flesh  and  blood,  I  ahould 
not  be  a  jot  nearer  guessmg  the  nature  of  their  busi- 
ness, than  I  am  at  this  moment  while  lookmg  at 
your  sketch.  Only  generally,  from  the  languishing 
look  of  the  young  lady,  and  the  care  vou  have  token 
to  present  a  very  handsome  leg  on  the  part  of  the 
gentleman.  I  presume  there  is  soma  reference  to  a 
love  affair  between  them." 

"Do  you  really  presume  to  form  such  a  bold 
conjecture?"  said  Tinto.  "And  the  indignant  ear- 
nestness with  which  you  see  the  nian  urge  his  suit 
—the  unresisting  and  passive  despair  of  the  younger 
female— the  stern  air  of  inflexible  determination  in 
the  elder  woman,  whose  looks  express  at  once  con 
sciousness  that  she  is  acting  wrong,  and  a  firm  de- 
termination to  penust  in  the  course  she  has  adopt- 
ed"  

"If  her  looks  express  all  this,  my  dear  'nnto," 
rephed  I,  interrupting  him,  "yourjpencil  rivals  the 
dramatic  art  of  Mr.  FufT  in  the  Critic,  who  crammea 
a  whole  complicated  sentence  into  the  expresaivs 
shake  of  Lord  Burleigh's  head." 

"My  good  friend,  Peter  "  replied  Tinta  " I  observe 
you  are  perfecUy  incorrigible  i  nowever,  I  have  com- 

Cassion  on  your  dulness,  and  am  unwilling  you  should 
e  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  understanding  my 
picture,  and  of  gaining  at  the  same  time,  js  subject 
for  your  own  pen.  You  must  know  then,  last 
summer,  while  I  was  taking  sketches  on  the  coast  of 
East  Lothian  and  Berwickshire,  I  was  seduced  inic 
the  mountains  of  Lammermoor  by  ^e  account  I 
received  of  some  remains  of  antiquity  m  that  district. 
Those  with  which  I  was  most  struck,  were  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient  castle  in  which  that  Elizabeth-chamber 
OS  you  call  it,  once  existed. .  I  resided  for  two  or 
three  days  at  a  fann-house  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  the  aged  goodwife  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  the  castie,  and  the  events  which  had 
taken  place  in  it.  One  of  these  was  of  a  nature  so 
interesting  and  singular,  that  my  attention  was 
divided  between  mv  wish  to  draw  the  old  ruins  in 
landscape,  and  to  represent,  in  a  history-piece^the 
singular  events  which  have  taken  place  in  it.  Here 
are  my  notes  of  the  tale,"  said  poor  Didc,  handing  a 
parc^lof  loose  scraps,  partly  scratched  over  wtith hia 
pencil,  partiy  with  nis  pen,  where  outiines  of  cari* 
catures,  sketches  of  turrets,  mills,  old  gables,  and 
dovecots,  disputed  the  ground  with  his  wnttan  memo> 
randa. 

I  proceeded,  however,  to  decipher  the  substance  of 
the  manuscript  as  well  as  1  could,  and  wove  it,  into 
the-  following  Tale,  in  which,  following  in  part, 
though  not  entirely,  my  friend  Tinto's  advice^  I 
endeavoured  to  render  my  narrative  rather  desoripava 
Uian  dramatic  My  favourite  propensity,  however, 
has  at  tim^  overcome  m&  and  my  persons,  like  many 
other  in  this  talking  world,  speak  now  and  then  a 
great  deal  more  than  they  act. 


CHAPTER  IL 
^      Wen,  lordii.  we  have  not  cot  thai  wliiehi««bv««; 
Ti6  not  enoufti  oar  foe*  are  this  timelM, 
Beinc  oppoiitei  of  tttcto  reiNUrinf  uatiira. 

Stcond  Perl  tfBtiUf  Vt 

In  the  gorge  of  a  pass  or  mountain  glen,  ascendiiig 
plains  of  Eastliothia^riiere  stood  ift 
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Imftft&Ass  sfi  rattiHffVo  OMClOi  of whicli  onljr  tho 
minitre  now  viable.  Its/mctent  proprietora  were  a 
mee  tf  powerAil  and  warfika  baronaL  who  bora  the 
mne  name  with  the  caatle  itselfl  which  waa  Ravetia- 
wood.  Thflir  line  extended  to  a  remote  period 
of  Mtitifaity,  and  they  had  jntermanied  with  the 
BowlaMeB,  Hmatee,  Swintona,  Have,  and  other 
ftafliea  of  power  and  diatinction  in  the  aama  cotin- 
nr.  Their  hiatonr  was  frefoently  invoNed  in  that 
or  SeoUand  itadL  in  whoae  annala  their  feata  are 
neorded.  The  Castle  of  Ravenewood,  occupying, 
nd  m  some  meeaore  conunaoding,  a  paaa  betwixt 
Berwickahire  or  the  MerscL  aa  the  aoaUi-eaatem  pro- 
Tiaoeof  Scotland  ia  termed,  and  the  Lbthiana,  wa^of 
iaiportance  both  m  tiroea  of  foreign  war  and  domestic 
diioonL  It  was  fhaqnently  beai^led  with  ardour,  and 
ddeoded  with  obatinacy,  and,  of  c^mae,  ita  ownera 
oUyed  a  conspicuous  part  in  atory.  But  their  house 
nd  its  revolntioua,  like  all  submnary  thinga;  it  be- 
cune  greatly  dechned  fh>m  ita  splendour  about  the 
middle  of  the  17th  century  t  and/(owarda  the  period  of 
the  Revohition,  the  last  propiietor  of  Ratenswood 
Castle  saw  hims^  oompMlea  to  part  with  the  ancient 
&mily  seat,  and  to  remote  himaelf  to  a  lonely  and 
Ks-beaten  tower,  which,  situated  on  the  bleak  shores 
benveen  Saint  Abb'e  Head  and  the  Tillage  of  Eye- 
DODth.  looked  out  on  the  kmely  and  boiateroua  Geiv 
mn  Ocean.  A  black  domain  of  wild  pasture-land 
nmranded  their  new  residence^  and  formed  the  re- 
nnins  of  their  property. 

Lord  Ravenswood,  the  heir  of  this  rumed  family, 
wu  ftr  from  bending  his  mind  to  his  new  qpncfition 
of  life.  InthedTil  warof  1689.hehadaepous^the 
nddng  side,  ami  although  he  had  escaped  without 
die  forfeiture  of  life  or  land,  hia  blood  had  been  at- 
ttmted,  and  hia  title  abolished.  He  waa  now  called 
Lord  Ravenawood  only  in  courtesy. 

This  forfeited  nobleman  inherited  the  pride  and  tur- 
bulence, thou^  not  the  fortune  of  hie  hooae,  and,  aa 
heimputed  the  final  declension  of  his  family  to  a  par- 
licokr  individual,  he  honoured  that  peraon  with  his 
foU  portion  of  hatred.  Thia  waa  the  very  man  who 
htd  now  become,  by  purchaae,  proprietor  of  Ravena- 
wood, and  the  domaina  of  which  the  heir  of  the  house 
BOW  stood  diapoeaeased.  He  waa'deaoended  of  a 
fiunhr  much  leas  ancient  than  that  of  Lord  Ravena- 
wood, and  which  had  only  iMen  to  wealth  and  politi- 
ctl  importance  daring  the  great  civil  wara.  Hehim- 
«if  had  been  bred  to  the  bar,  and  had  hekl  high 
afiees  in  the  state,  mamtaining  thfough  life  the  cha- 
laeter  of  a  skilful  fisher  in  the  troubled  watera  of  a 
Kate  dlrided  by  fectiona,  and  governed  by  delegated 
aathority;  and  of  one  who  contrived  to  amaaa  con- 
•deraMe  sums  of  money  in  a  country  where  there 
was  but  little  to  be  gathered,  and  who  equally  knew 
me  value  of  weaaldi,  and  the  vaiioua  meana  of  aug- 
mnitii«it  and  using  it  aaan  engine  of  incrsaang  hia 
power  and  influence. 

Thus  qualified  and  gifted,  he  waa  a  dangeroua  anta- 
gnisc  to  the  fierce  and  imprudent  Ravenawood. 
Whedierhe  had  given  him  good  cauae  for  the  eimiity 
with  which  the  Baron  regarded  him,  waa  a  point  on 
wmcfa  men  spoke  differently.  Some  said  the  quarrel 
fiMe  merdy  fnan  the  vindicdva  spirit  and  emr  of 
Loid  Ravenawood,  who  could  not  patiently  behoU 
^ther,  though  by  just  and  fkir  purchaae.  become 
ue  proprietor  of  me  eatate  and  caade  of  hia  fore- 
mhers.  But  the  greater  part  of  the  pubtio,  prone  to 
wder  the  wealthy  in  then' absence,  a«  to  flatter  (hem 
n  then-pfBaenc^  held  a  leas  charitable  opinion.  They 
•n^  that  the  Lord  Keeper  (for  to  thia  height  Sir 
jniuam  Ashton  had  asdended)  had,  previous  to  the 
nnal  purchase  of  the  estate  of  Ravenawood,  been 
^^noemed  in  extensive  pecuniary  tranaactions  with 
the  former  nroprietor;  and,  rather  intimatiig  what 
was  proMHe,  than  affirming  any  thing  po8itively« 

«2[  9^^  ^f^ch  party  waa  l&ely  to  have  tl^  advan- 


^Qst  neoessaiilypoaaeaa  over  the  hot,  flory,  and  im« 
Qotnt  character,  whom  ha  had  involved  in  legal 
"S*  m  pecuniary  anarea. 
"^chinKMeroftlia  timet  aggrAvatad  iheia  flii»- 


pfdonaL  **InAoaadayadierewasiiDkfaiginIara6L" 
Since  the  departure  of  James  YI.  to  assume  the  richer 
and  more  powerful  crown  of  England,  there  had  ex* 
isted  in  Scotland  contending  parties,  formed  among 
the  ariatocracy,  bv  whom,  as  their  intrigues  at  the 
court  of  St  Jamea'a  chanced  to  prevail,  the  delegated 
powara  of  sovereignty  were  alternately  swayed.  The 
evila  attending  u§on  this  system  of  govenmient,  re- 
semble those  wiuch  afflict  the  tenants  of  an  Irish 
eatate,  the  propertv  of  an  abaentee.  There  was  no 
supreme  power,  claiming  and  poaaessrog  a  general 
interest  with  the  community  at  large^  to  whom  the 
oppreeaed  mi^  appeal  from  sobordmate  tyranny, 
either  for  juatioe  or  for  mercy.  Let  a  monarch  be  aa 
indolent,  aa  aelfish,  aa  much  disposed  to  arbitrary 
power  aa  he  will  stfll,  in  a  free  country,  his  own  into* 
reata  are  ao  cleaiiy  connected  with  those  of  the  public 
at  large,  and  the  evil  conaequencea  to  hia  own  autho- 
rity are  ao  obvioua  and  imminent  when  a  di&rent 
courae  ia  pursued,  that  common  policy,  as  wdl  aa 
common  feeling,  point  to  the  equal  distribution  of 
juatioe,  and  to  the  eatabUshment  oi  the  throne  in  tifja* 
teousness.  Thus,  even  sovereigns,  romaikable  for 
uaurpation  and  tyranny,  have  been  found  rigorous  in 
the  adminiatration  of  juatioe  among  their  subjects,  in 
oaaea  where  their  own  power  and  paaaions  were  not 
compromised. 

It  18  very  different  whan  the  powers  of  sovereignty 
are  delegated  to  the  head  of  an  aristocratic  faction, 
rivalled  and  preaaed  dosdv  in  the  race  of  ambition 
by  an  adverae  leader.  Hia  brief  and  precarioua  enjoy- 
ment of  power  must  be  empfoyed  m  rewarding  bia 
partisana,  in  extending  hia  innuence,  in  oppressing  and 
cruafaing  hia  adveraariea.  Even  Abon  Hoasan,  the 
moat  disinterested  of  all  vioeroya.  forgot  not,  during 
hia  caliphate  of  one  day,  to  send  a  eUnueur  of  one 
thonaand  piecea  of  gold  to  hia  own  household ;  and 
the  Scottish  vicegerents,  raised  to  power  by  the 
strength  of  thebr  motion,  failed  not  to  embrace  the 
aame  meana  of  rewarding  them. 

The  administration  of  justice^  in  particular,  was  in- 
fected by  the  moat  groas  partiality.  A  caae  of  import- 
ance acaroely  occurred,  in  which  there  waa  not  soma 
ground  for  biaa  or  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  judges. 
Who  were  ao  little  able  to  withstand  the  temjptauoi^ 
that  the  adage.  **  Show  me  the  man,  and  I  wul  sho^ 
vou  the  law,"  became  aa  prevalent  aa  it  waa  scanda- 
loua.  One  corruption  led  the  way  to  others  still  more 
groaa  and  profligate.  The  judge  who  lent  his  sacred 
authority  in  one  oaaa  to  aupport  a  friend,  and  ut.tatr'' 
other  to  crush  an  enemy,  and  whoae  decisiona  Vem 
founded  on  fomily  connexiona,  or  political  relations, 
could  not  he  supposed  inaoceaaible  to  direct  peraonal 
motives ;  and  the  purse  of  the  wealthy  was  too  often 
believed  to  be  thrown  into  die  scale  to  weig^  down 
the  cauae  of  the  poor  litigant  The  subordinate  offi- 
cers >  of  the  law  affected  little  acruple  concerning 
1)riberf.  Pieoea  of  plate,  and  baga  of  money;<were 
sent  m  presents  to  the  king's  ootmsel,  to  influence 
th^  conduct^  and  poured  forth,  says  a  contemporary 
writer,  like  mlleta  of  wood  upon  their  floors,  without 
even  the  decency  of  concealment 

In  auch  timea,  it  waa  not  over  undiaiitable  to  anp- 
pose,  that  the  stateaman,  practiaed  in  courts  of  law, 
and  a  powerful  member  or  a  triumphant  cabal,  might 
find  and  uae  meana  of  advantage  over  hia  leaa  skimil 
and  less  favoured  adveraarv ;  and  if  it  had  been  sup- 
posed that  Sir  William  Aanton'aoonadencehad  been 
too  delicate  to  profit  by  theae  advantagea,  it  waa 
believed  that  hia  ambition  and  deaire  of  extending 
hia  wealth  and  conaeqoence^  found  aa  atrongja  auran- 
luain  the  fxhortationa  of  hia  lady,  aa  the  daring  aim 


of  Ma^em  in  the  days  of  vore. 

Ladv  Aahton  waa  of  a  family  more  distinguished 
than  that  of  her  lord,  an  advantage  whidi  she  did  not 
foil  to  vse  to  the  uttermost  in  maintaining  and  ex- 
tendbig  her  huaband'e  influence  over  oihera,  atkl, 
unleaa  die  waa  greatly  beK^  her  own  over  him.  She 
had  been  baantufoL  ajul  waa  atat^y  and  majestic  in 
bar  appearance.    Endowed  by  nature  wi(h  atrong 

Cwers  and  vfolent  pasaiona,  experience  had  tauiht 
r  to  employ  the  one,  and  to  conceal,  if  not  to  inod»* 
rate^  the  other.  She  waa  a  severe  and  atrict  obaerver 
•i  m^  aoneiwd  fonni^  at  kutt  of  davotiogt  her 
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honpttalty  wti^  splendid,  dren  to  ommtttdomf  \Mt 
■d<JDe8s  and  maimers,  agreeable  to  the  patiem 
most  Tallied  in  Scotland  at  the  period,  wet*  grav^ 
digmfiwi,  and  aererely  .regulated  by  the  rules  of  ati- 
Quette.  Her  character  had  always  been  beyond  the 
Breath  of  slander.  And  yet,  with  all  these  lisalilies 
to  excite  respect,  Lady  Ashton  was  s^dommencbned 
in  the  termsof  love  or  afiection.  Intere8t,-^the  inter- 
est of  her  family,  if  not  her  own,~seemed  too  obvi- 
ously the  motive  of  her  actions ;  and  where  this  is  the 
case,  the  sharp-judging  and  malignant  public  are  not 
easily  imposed  upon  by  outward  show.  It  was  seen 
and  ascertained,  that,  in  her  most  graceful  courtesies 
and  complimentk  Lady  Ashton  no  more  lost  sight  of 
her  object  than  the  falcon  in  his  airywheel  turns  hk 
quick  eyes  from  his  destined  (luarry;  and  hepee, 
something  of  doubt  and  suspicion  qualified  the  feelings 
'  with  which  her  equals  received  her  attentions.  With 
her  in£erioia  these  fiBslings  were  mingled  with  fear;  an 
impreesiim  useful  to  her  purposes,  so  far  as  it  enforced 
ready  compliance  with  her  requests,  and  implicit  obe- 
dience to  her  commands,  but  detrimental,  because  it 
cannot  exist  with  afl^tion  or  regard. 

Even  her  husband,  it  is  said,  uponVhose  fortunes 
her  tsdents  and  address  had  jproduced  such  emphatic 
influence,  regarded  her  with  respectfid  awe  rather 
than  confiding  attachment;  and  report  said,  there 
were  times  when  heeonadered  his  grandeur  as  dearly 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  domestic  thraldom.  Otf 
thi&  hovirever,  much  might  be  suspected,  but  little 
oould  be  accurately  known ;  Lady  Ashton  regarded 
the  hojiour  of  her  husband  as  her  own,  and  was  well 
aware  how  much  that  would  suffer  in  the  public  eye 
should  he  appear  a  vassal  to  his  wife.  In  all  her  argu-< 
ments,  his  opinion  was  quoted  as  infallible  |  his  taste 
was  appealra  to,  and  his  sentiments  received,  with 
the  air  of  deference  which  a  dutiful  wife  might  seem 
to  owe  to  a  husband  of  Sir  William  Aahton's  rank 
and  character.  But  there  was  something  under  all 
this  which  rung  false  and  hollow ;  and  to  those  who 
watched  this  couple  with  close,  and  perhaps  malicious 
scrutiny,  it  seemed  evident,  that,  in  the  haughtiness  of 
a  firmer  character,  higher  birth,  and  more  decided 
\iews  of  aggrandizement  the  lady  looked  with  some 
contempt  on  her  husband,  and  that  he  regarded  her 
with  jealous  fear,  rather  than  with  love  or  admira- 
tion. 

StilL  however,  the  leading  and  favourite  faiteiest 
of  Sir  William  Ashton  and  his  lady  were  the  same, 
and  they  failed  not  to  work  in  concert,  although  with- 
out coraiaUtyt  and  to  testier,  in  all  exterior  curcum- 
stances,  that  respect  for  each  other,  which  they  were 
aware  ^was  necessary  to  secure  that  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

Their  union  was  crowned  with  several  dnldreii,  of 
whom  three  survived.  One,  the  eldest  son,  was  ab- 
sent on  his  travels;  the  second,  a  girl  of  seventeen, 
and  the  third,  a  boy  about  three  vears  younger,  residsd 
with  their  parents  m  Edinburgh,  daring  the  sessions 
of  the  Scottish  Parliament  and  Privv-counoile  at 
other  times  in  the  old  (Sothic  eastle  of  Kavenswpod, 
to  which  the  Lord  Keeper  had  made  laige  additions 
in  the  atyle  of  the  eeyenteenth  century, 

AOrin  Lord  Rfivuns^'nod,  thf:  Int^  proprietor  of  that 
ancient  ninnsion  hhhJ  t];o  iFirga  cstaie  annoxed  lo  it, 
©aniinijfti  for  some  iimo  to  wage  inolTertud  war  wi^ 
hi^  9Hc6p39or  concj^rrnng  vanooa  poicna  to  which 
th«r  ijormer  tmnsactionfl  huil  given  rise,  atid  winch 
vera  succeBftivel^detei-minod  in  favour  qf  the  went  lUy 
and  powerful  comperkcr,  until  death  closed  the  litii^a- 
tion^  by  summonmg  Raven  ss^ood  to  a  higher  har. 
The  thraad  of  lifia,  wliich  harl  beeii  long  wastingj  pnve 
way  dtirin^  n  fit  of  viohfnt  nnd  impoieut  fury^  with 
whjch  ha  wflfl  aflsatled  on  rotuivinfi  the  news  of  the 
lotfs  of  a  cause^  found  otl^  pcihipEh,  rauier  inequity  than 
HI  InWt  the  Jasi  which  hf^^hcid  maintaituxt  against  his 
powerful  anto^oniat.  His  son  wi£zicflSE?ij  hin  dvitw 
agotiiiwt,  and  heard  the  ^ine*  which  hc^  bnsalhea 
■isainsc  hia  udTersifry,  as  iT  rhoy  had  cativcy^  to  him 
R  WRacy  of  vcngf?nncc  Othcjr  circumstances  impf 
penna  (o  axnapffrnte  a  p£L«ii9ii!>n,  which  wds.  ami  had 
»nff  heert,  a  pft^toknt  vjco  in  tlie  Scolliah  dtspoii- 
tioti, 
II  was  a  November  w^iVJiSi  ^uid  the  cltfia  whicli 


osvkoked  tl^  •oean'wtM  Imw  with  ihiolL  and  JiMpr 
mist,  when,  the  portals  of  lbs  ancient  umd  hau-niB- 
oua  tower,  m  which  Lord  Ravenswood  had  spsot  tlia 
last  and  tvoubled  years  of  bis  li^a,  opened,  that  his. 
mortal  remains  might  pass  forward  to  an  abode  yei 
more  dreary  and  lonet^.  The  pomp  of  atteadaocc 
to  which  the  deeeased  had,  m  hia  latter  years,  been  a 
stranger,  was  revived  as  he  was  about  tobe  consisned 
to  the  nealms  of  forgetfulaeas. 

Banner  alter  bannei)  with  the  vanoos  devices  and 
ooats  of  this  aacieni  family  and  its  connexions,  £»1* 
low^  each  other  in  mournful  iMrocession  from  under 
the  low-browed  archway  of  the  court-yardL  The 
principal  gentry  of  the  coun^  attended  ra  the  deep- 
est mourning,  and  tempered  the  pace  of  their  long 
train  of  horses  to  the  solemn  march  befitting  the  oc- 


Tru^H>eM^  with  baxmers  oi  crape  attached 
to  thetiL  sent  hnh  their  long  and  mdancholy  notes 
to  regulate  the  movemepts  of  the  procession.  An 
immense  train  of  inferior  mourners  and  meniala 
dosed  the  rear,  which  had  not  yet  issued  iW>m  the 
caatle-gata  when  the  van  had  reached  the  chapd 
where  the  body  wse  to  be  deposited. 

Contrarv  to  the  custom,  and  even  to  the  law  of  the 
time,  the  body  was  met  by  a  priest  of  the  Scottish 
Episcopal  oommunioQ,  arrayed  in  his  surplice,  and 
prepared  to  read  over  the  coffin  of  the  deceased  the 
Aineral  service  of  the  church.  Such  had  been  the 
desire  of  Lord  Ravenswood  in  his  Wst  illness,  and  it 
was  readily  complied  with  by  the  tory  gentlemen,  or 
cavahers,  as  they  affected  io  style  themseivea,  in 
which  faction  most  of  his  kinsmen  were  enioQed. 
The  preS>yterian  church-judicatory  of  the  bounds, 
considering  the  oeremonv  as  a  bravading  insnU  upon 
their  authority,  had  applied  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  aa 
the  nearest  privv-oouncdlor,  for  a  wam^t  to  prevent 
its  being  carried  into  efiect ;  so  that  when  the  clergy- 
man had  opened  his  prayer-book,  an  officer  of  me 
law,  supported  by  some  ainied  men,  commanded  hhn 
to  be  silent  An  insult,  which  fired  the  whole  assem- 
bly with  indignation,  was  particularly  and  instantly 
lesented  by  the  onlv  son  of  the  deceased.  Edgar, 
popularly  called  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  a  yoatb 
of  about  twenty  years  of  agcv.  Ha  clffi>i^  hia 
hand  on  his  sword,  and,  bidoh^g  the  o$cial  per- 
son to  desist  at  has  perfl  from  further  intemiptx>D, 
commanded  the  clergyman  to  piooeed.  The  maa 
attempted  to  enfoioe  his  oommisnon,  but  a  s  a  hun- 
dred swords  at  once  glittered  in  the  air^  he  eontented 
himself  with  protesting  against  the  violence  whidi 
had  been  oiii^red  to  him  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
and  stood  aloo^  a  sullen  and  moody  spectator  ot 
the  ceremonial,  muttering  as  one  who  should  say^ 
"You'll  me  the, day  that  clogs  me  with  this  an- 


The  scene  was  worthy  of  an  artistes  pencil.  Upder 
the  very  arch  of  the  house  of  death,  the  clerigyman, 
affrighted  at  the  scene,  and  trembling  for  lus  own, 
safoty,  hastily  and  unwillingly  rehevsed  the  solemn 
service  of  the  diurch,  and '  spoke  dust  to  dust,  and- 
ashes  to  ashes,  over  ruined  pride  and  decayed  pros^ 
perity.  Around  stood  the  relations  of  the  deceased, 
thcsr  countenances  more  in  anger  than  in  sorrow^ 
and  their  drawn  swords  which,  they  brandished  form- . 
ing  a  violent  contrast  with  their  deep  mourning  hab- 
itSL  In  the  countenance  of  the  young  man  alona  re> 
sentment  Seemed  for  the  moment  overpowered  bv 
die  deep  agonv  with  which  he  beheld  his  nearest,  ar^d 
almost  his  oa^  fnend.  consigned  to  the  tomb  of  his 
ancestry*  A  relative  observed  hun  turn  deadly  paJ% 
when,  all  rites  bemg  now  duly  obser?ed.  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  chief  moomer  to  lower  down  imo  the 
chatniei  vault,  where  mouldenng  coffins  alio  wed  their 
tattered  velvet  and  decayed  platfaig,  the  head  of  the 
coipse  which  was  to  be  their  partner  in  oormptioa. 
He  stepped  to  the  youth  and  onered  hia  assistance^ 
whieh.  by  a  mute  motion,  fidgarBaveQswood  rejeet- 
sdi  Firmly,  and  without  a  tear,  he  performed  that 
net  duty.  The  stone  was  Uud  on  the  sepulchre,  the 
door  of  the  aisle  was  loeked,  and  the  youth  tooJt  pos* 
session  of  its  massive  hmr* 
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duty  to  the  body  of  yolir  deceased  kinsman. 

flic  ri^ts  of  due  observance,  whicb,  in  other  coun> 
tfies^  arc  allowed  as  the  due  of  the  meanest  Chris* 
tnn,  would  this  day  have  been  denied  to  the  body  of 
vour  relative— not  certainly  roning  of  the  meanest 
bouse  in  Scotland— had  it  not  Seen  assnred  to  hini  by 
your  courage.  Others  bury  their  dead  in  sorrow  and 
tears,  iu  siience  and  in  reverence  j  our  funeral  riles 
ire  marred  by  the  intmsion  of  bailiffs  and  ruffians, 
■nd  our  grief— the  grief  due  to  our  departed  friend— is 
diased  from  our  cheeks  by  the  glow  of  just  indijgia- 
tion.  But  it  is  well  that  1  know  from  what  quiver 
this  arrow  has  come  forth.  It  was  only  he  that  dug 
cbe  grave  who  could  have  the  mean  cruelty  to  disturb 
ihe  obsequies ;  and  Heaven  do  as  much  to  me  and 
more,  if  I  requite  not  to  this  man  and  his  house 
the  ruin  and  disgrace  he  has  brought  on  me  and 
mine !" 

A  numerous  part  of  the  assembly  applauded  this 
speech,  as  the  spirited  expression  of  just  resentment: 
but  the  more  cool  and  judicious  regretted  that  it  had 
been  uttered.  The  fortunes  of  the  heir  of  Ravens- 
wood  were  too  low  to  brave  the  farther  hostility  which 
they  imagined  these  open  expressions  of  resentment 
must  necessarily  provoke.  Their  apprehensions,  how- 
ever, proved  groundless,  at  least  m  the  immediate 
consequences  of  tliis  affair. 

The  mourners  remmetl  to  the  tower,  there,  accord- 
ing to  a  custom  but  recently  abolished  in  Scotland, 
to  carouse  deep  healths  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ccased^  to  make  the  house  of  sorrow  ring  with  sounds 
of  jovialty  and  debauch,  and  to  dimmish,  by  the 
e]cpen!>e  of  a  large  and  profuse  entertainment,  the 
limited  revenues  of»the  heir  of  him  whose  funeral 
they  thus  strangely  honoured.  It  was  the  custom, 
however,  and  on  the  present  occasion  it  was  fully 
observeci.  The  tables  swam  in  "^ine^  the  populace 
feasted  in  the  coinrt-yard,  the  yeomen  m  the  kitchen 
and  buttery;  and  two  years*  rent  of  Ravenswood's 
remaining  property  hardly  defrayed  the  charge  of  the 
funeral  revel  The  wine  did  its  office  on  allbut  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  a  title  which  he  still  retained, 
though  forfeiture  had  attached  to  that  of  his  father. 
He,  while  passing  around  the  cup  which  he  himself 
did  not  taste,  soon  listene<f  to  a  thousand  exclama- 
tions against  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  passionate  protes- 
tations of  attachment  to  himself,  and  to  the  honour 
of  his  house.  He  listened  with  dark  and  sullen  brow 
to  ebullitions  which  he  considered  justly  as  eQually 
evanescent  with  the  crimson  bubbles  on  the  brink  of 
the  goblet,  or  at  least  with  the  vapours  which  its 
contents  excited  in  the  brains  of  the  revellers  arotmd 
him. 

When  the  last  flask  was  emptied,  they  took  their 
leave^  with  deep  protestations— to  be  forgotten  on  the 
morrow,  if,  indeed,  those  who  made  them  should  not 
think  it  necessary  for  their  safety  to  make  a  more 
solemn  reU^ction.      ^  • 

Accepting  their  adieus  ^vith  an  air  of  contempt 
which  ho  could  scarce  conceal,  Ravenswood  at 
l^gth  beheld  his  niinous  habitation  cleared  of  this 
oonfliicnee  of  riotous  guests,  and  returned  '  he 
deserted  halK  which  now  appeared  doub  Ay 

from  the  cessation  of  that  clamour  to  whi^  I  a  IbA 
so  lately  echoed.  But  its  space  was  pe's'i  J  by 
phantoms,  which  the  imagination  of  the  y*  t  h«3ir 
conjured  up  befi^re  him— the  tarnished  hoi  id 

degraded  fortunes  of  his  house,^  the  destruction  of 
his  own  hopei  and  the  triurnpn  of  that  familv  by 
whom  they  had  been  ruined.  To  a  mind  naturally  of 
t  gkxMny  cast,  here  was  ample  room  for  meditation, 
and  the  musings  of' young  Ravenswood  were  deep 
and  unwitnessed. 

The  peasant,  who  shows  the  rains  of  the  tower, 
which  still  crown  tlie  beetling  cliff  and  behold  the 
Jar  of  the  waves,  though  no  more  tenanted  aave  by; 
me  sea-mew  and  cormorant,  even  yet  affirms.'^t  on 
Jnis  fatal  night,  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  by  the 
bitter  exclamations  of  his  despair,  evoked  some  evil 
md,  under  whose  malignant  influence  the  future 
ostuoofincfdents  was  woven.  Alas!  what  fiend  can 
iBBgest  more  desperate  counsels,  than  those  adopted 
mer  the  guldtnce  «if  our  own  violent  and  unrssifited 
Pissions? 

Vol.  in*  ^ 


CHAPTER  III. 

Over  Gods  foiebode,  then  said  the  Kins, 
That  thou  sliouidst  shoot  at  me. 

WUiiam  BeU,  dim  if  the  CUugh,  ^ 

Ow  the  morning  after  the  funeral,  the  legal  offi<'er, 
whose  authority  had  been  found  insufficient  to  effect 
an  interruption  of  the  funeral  solemnities  of  the  late 
Lord  Ravenswood,  hastened  to  state  before  the 
Keeper  the  resistance  which  he  had  met  with  in  the 
execution  of  his  office. 

The  statesman  was  seated  in  a  spack)us  library, 
once  a  banquetii^-room  in  the  old  Castle  of  Ravens- 
wood, as  was  evident  from  the  armorial  insignia  still 
displayed  on  the  carved  roof,  which  was  vaulted  with 
Spanish  chestnut^  and  on  the  stained  glass  of  the 
casement,  through  which  gleamed  a  flini  yet  rich 
light,  on  the  long  rows  of  shelves,  bending  under  the 
weight  of  legal  commentators  and  monkish  histi^- 
nna,  whose  ponderous  volumes  formed  the  chief  and 
most  valued  contents  of  a  Scottish  historian  of  the 
period.  On  the  massive  oaken  table  and  reading- 
desk,  lay  a  confused  mass  of  letters,  petitions,  and 
parofaments ;  to  toil  amongst  which  was  the  pleasure 
at  once  and  the  plague  of  Sir  William  Ashton's  life. 
His  appearance  was  grave, and  even  noble,  well 
becoming  one  who  held  a  high  office  in  the  state; 
and  it  was  not,  save  after  long  "nnd  intimate  conver- 
sation with  him  upon  topics  of  pressing  and  personal 
interest,  that  a  stranger  could  have  discovcted  Bome- 
thiflg  vacillating  and  uncertain  in  his  resolutions ;  an 
infirmity  of  purpose,  arising  from  a  cautious  and 
timid  disposition,  which,  as  nc  was  conscious  of  its 
internal  influence  on  his  mind,  he  was,  from  pride  as 
well  as  policy,  roost  anxious  to  conceal  from  others. 

He  hstened  with  great  apparent  composure  to  on 
exaggerated  account  of  the  tumult  which  had  taken 
place  at  the  funeral,  of  the  contempt  thrown  on  his 
own  authority,  and  that  of  the  church  and  state; 
nor  did  he  seem  moved  cAcn  by  the  faithful  rtport 
of  the  insulting  nnd  threatening  language  which 
had  been  uttered  by  young  Ravenswood  and  others, 
and  obviously  directed  against  himself.  He  heard, 
also,  what  the  man  had  been  able  to  collect,  in  a  verv 
distorted  and  afiigravated  shape,  of  the  toasts  which 
had  been  drunk,  and  the  menaces  uttered,  at  the 
subsequent  entertainment.  In  fine,  he  made  careful 
notes  of  all  these  particulars,  and  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  by  whom,  in  case  of  need,  an  accusation, 
founded  upon  these  violent  procct^dings,  could  be 
witnessed  and  made  gpod,  and  dismissed  his  in- 
former, secure  that  he  was  now  master  of  tlic  remain- 
ing fortune,  and  even  of  the  personal  liberty,  of  young 
Ravenswood. 

When  the  door  had  closed  upon  the  officer  of  the 
law.  the  Lord  Keeper  remained  for  a  moment  in  deep 
iiHvfiinfion;  rhrii,  frfitrjirii^  fmm  hip  ?rrit,  parpd  the 
if'  iiuitni  lie*  *jne  i'l-mii  lo  i«kt  ii  Jsudiltn  and  trstif- 
^  ii'  fe^kiliufi^  **yi3unj{  Raven  ST*  out),"  he  mul- 
t.  Li  J,  "is  now  uiin^lit  i&  n\v  own — he  has  pl^^d 
liJiMBtflf  in  tity  huml.  and  \iv.  sfiitll  bvntl  at  Urcok.  1 
have  not  fiirgoi  ihf  Ji  krrT>Lin.d  and  dogged  ott^rinary 
wifti  wliicli  uis  fuiher  fuusht  every  point  [o  the  l«fii, 
re  si  Hied  evt^ry  efTort  at  cuniprumise,  emimfilid  m*'.  in 
IjiwFUfia,  and  nittinpltd  tg  as^ml  my  diarain*fr  wh*  u 
lie  c.ould  not  cither  wise  impui^  my  riMhis.  ThU  Jhjv 
lie  has  left  hohiml  him— tins  Eileor— lids  hot- headed, 
hiiir-hruin^d  fixil,  has  wn^cktd  his  veF»el  bcfiire  she 
I'.'i?  rU'rirr-d  ihr  Inyfi'^'Mf.  I  miif-l  Sff  Thnt  Ur  Rnin?  no 
advaiitai;u  of  some  lunuii^^  lidti  wliich  may  n^nin 
float  him  ofE  These  memoranda,  properiy  stated  to 
the  Privy  Council,  cannot  but  be  construed  into  an. 
aggravated  riot,  in  which  the  dignity  both  of  thccivi) 
and  ecclesiastical  authorities  stand  committed.  ,A 
heavy  fine  might  be  imposed ;  an  order  for  commit- 
ting him  to  Edinburgh  or  Blackness  Castle  seems  not 
improper ;  even  a  charge  of  treason  might  be  laid  on 
many  of  these  words  and  expressions,  thongh  God 
forbid  I  should  prosecute  the  matter  to  that  extent. 
No,  I  will  not :— I  will  not  touch  his  life,  even  if  il 
should  be  in  my  power ;— and  yet,  if  he  lives  till  a 
change  of  times,  what  follows  ?— Reaiit jtio/r-  per- 
haps revenge.  I  know  Athole  promised  his  intcres* 
to  M  Ravenswood,  and  here  is  his  son  aheady  baa 
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dying  and  making  h  fiction  oy  his  own  contemptible 
iiirtuence.  What  a  ready  tool  he  would  be  for  the  use 
of  those  who  are  watchmg  the  downfall  of  oar  admi- 
nistration !" 

While  these  thoughts  were  agitating  the  mind  of  the 
wily  statesman,  ana  while  he  was  persuading  himself 
that  his  own  interest  and  safety,  as  well  as  those  of 
his  friends  and  party,  depended  on  using  the  present 
advantage  to  the  uttermost  against  young  Ravens- 
wood,  tlie  Lord  Keeper  sate  dfown  to  his  deslc  and 
proceeded  to  draw  up,  for  the  information  of  the  Privy 
Council,  an  account  of  the  disorderly  proceedings 
which,  in  contempt  of  his  warrant,  bad  taken  place 
at  the  funeral  of  Lord  Ravens wooo.  The  names  of 
most  of  the  parties  concerned,  as  well  as  the  fact  itself, 
would,  he  was  well  aware,  sound  odiously  in  the  ears 
of  his  colleagues  in  administration,  and  most  likely 
instigate  them  to  make  an  example  of  young  Ravens- 
%^ood,  at  least,  in  terrorem. 

It  was  a  pomt  of  delicacy,  however,  to  select  such 
expressions  as  might  infer  the  young  man's  culpabi- 
lity, without  seeming  directly  to  urae  it,  which,  on  the 
part  of  Sir  William  Ashton,  his  father's  ancient  an- 
tasoi.  ist,  could  not  but  appear  odious  and  invidious. 
While  he  was  in  the  act  of  composition,  labouring  to 
find  words  which  might  indicate  Edgar  Ravenswood 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  uproar,  without  specifically  mak- 
ing such  a  charge,  Sir  William,  in  a  pause  of  his  task, 
chanced,  in  looking  upward,  to  see  the  crest  of  the 
family,  (for  whoseneir  he  was  whetting  the  arrows, 
and  disposing  the  toils  of  _  the  law,)  carved  upon  one 
of  the  corbeilles  from  which  the  vaulted  roof  of  the 
apartment  sprung.  It  was  a  black  bull's  head,  with 
the  legend,  I  bitfe  my  time;"  and  the  occasion  upon 
which  it  was  adopted  mingled  itself  singularly  and 
impressively  with  the  subject  of  his  present  reflections. 
It  was  said  by  a  constant  tradition,  that  a  Malisius 
de  Ravenswood  had,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  been 
deprive^  of  his  castle  and  lands  by  a  powerful  usurper, 
who  had  for  a  while  enjoydd  his  spoils  in  quiet.  At 
length,  on  the  eve  of  a  costly  banquet,  Ravenswood, 
who  had  watched  his  opportunity,  introduced  himself 
into  the  castle  with  a  small  band  of  faithful  retainers. 
The  serving  of  the  expected  feast  was  impatiently 
looked  for  by  the  guests,  and  clamorously  demanded 
by  the  temporary  master  of  the  castle  Ravenswood, 
who  had  assumed  the  disguise  of  a  sewei*  upon  the 
occasion,  answered,  in  a  stem  voiie,  "I  bide  my 
time ;"  and  at  the  same  moment  a  bull's  head,  the 
ancient  symbol  of  death,  was  placed  upon  the  table. 
Tlie  explosion  of  the  conspiracy  tof»k.place  upon  the 
signal,  and  the  usurper  and  his  foUoivers  were  put  to 
death.  Perhaps  there  was  something  in  this  still 
known  and  often  repeated  story,  which  came  imme- 
djately  home  to  the  breast  and  c        *  '-»     »    ^^ 

Keeper ;  for.  putting  from  bin  .  ?b 

he  had  begun  his  report,  and  .  icviully  loj.L;:ii;  rhe 
memoranda  which  he  had  pri  i^:!T^Hi,  into  a  ciii  iiet 
whichstoodbesidehim,  heproc-  ill  i1  to  vaAk  jiI  .  (d, 
as  if  for  the  purpose  of  collecli:!/  hi-  -e- 

flecting  farther  on  the  consequei ?■    - .  if  ■ :  ch 

he  was  about  to  take,  ere  yet  tl       '  le. 

In  passing  through  a  large  Grolhic  anteroom.  Sir 
Wlliam  Asnlon  heard  the  sound  of  his  daughter's 
lute.  JWusic,  when  the  performers  are  concealed, 
affects  us  with  a  pleasure  mingled  with  surprise,  ana 
reminds  us  of  the  natural  concert  of  birds  omong  the 
leafy  bowers.  The  statesman,  though  little  accustomed 
to  give  way  to  emotions  of  this  natural  and  simple 
class,  was  still  a  man  and  a  father.  He  stopped, 
therefore,  and  listened,  while  the  silver  tones  of  Lucy 
Ashton's  voice  mingled  with  the  accompaniment  m 
on  ancient  air.  to  which  some  one  had  adapted  the 
tollowing  words:— 

"  T^ok  not  thoa  on  b«autr*ii  eharmtnf,— 

Bit  thoa  still  when  kin^  ara  arminf  ,— 

TMto  not  whon  the  wine-cup  frlistww,** 

gpMk  not  when  the  people  Jiatens,— 

stop  thine  oar  against  the  tinfer,— 

Prom  tlie  red  foM  keep  thjr  finder,— 

Vacnnt  lieart.  and  hand,  and  eye,~ 

Easy  live,  and  quiet  die. " 

The  sounds  ceased,  and  the  Keeper  entered  hie 
blighter's  apartment. 
Hie  wonu  ehe  had  chosen  seoAed  paitkularlf 


adapted  to  her  characler;  for  Laey  Ashton's  ezqiu* 
sitely  beautiful,  yet  somewhat  girlish  featurea,  were 
formed  to  express  peace  of  mind,  serenity,  and 
indifference  to  the  tinsel  of  worldly  pleasure.  Her 
locks,  which  were  of  shadowy  gold,  divided  on  a 
brow  of  exquisite  whiteness,  like  a  gleam  of  broken 
and  pallid  sunshine  upon  a  hill  of  snow.  The  expres- 
sion of  the  countenance  was  in  the  last  degree  gentle, 
soft,  timid,  and  feminine,  and  seemed  rather  to  shrink 
from  the  most  casual  look  of  a  stranger,  than  to  court 
his  admiration.  Something  there  was  of  a  Madonna 
cast,  perhaps  the  result  of  delicate  health,  and  of  res. - 
dence  in  a  family,  where  the  dispositions  of  the  in- 
mates were  fierce,  more  active,  and  energetic,  than 
her  own. 

Yet  her  passiveness  of  disposition  was  by  no  means 
owing  to  an  indifl'erenl  or  unfeeling  mind.  Left  to 
the  impulse  of  her  own  taste  and  feelings,  Lucy  Ash- 
ton was  peculiarly  accessible  to  those  of  a  romantic 
Her  secret  delight  was  in  the  old  le; 


legendary 
affection. 


tales  of  ardent  devotion  and  unalterable  affection, 
chequered  as  they  so  often  are  with  strange  adven- 
tures and  supernatural  horrors.  This  was  her  fe- 
voured  fairy  realm,  and  here  she  erected  her  aerial- 
palaces.  But  it  was  only  in  secret  that  she  laboured 
at  this,  delusive,  though  delightful  architecture.  la 
her  retired  chamber,  or  in  the  woodland  bower  which 
she  had  chosen  for  her  own,  and  called  after  her  name, 
she  was  in  fancy  distributing  the  prizes  at  the  tourna- 
ment, or  raining  down  influence  from  her  eyes  on  the 
valiant  combatants;  or  she  was  wandering  in  the 
wilderness  with  Una,  under  escort  of  the  generous 
lion ;  or  she  was  identifying  herself  with  the  simpleu 
yet  noble-minded  Miranda,  in  the  isle  of  wonder  and 
enchantment. 

But  in  her  exterior  relations  to  things  of  this  world, 
Lucy  willingly  received  the  ruling  impulse  from  those 
aroimd  her.  The  alternative  was,  in  general,  too  in- 
diAerent  to  her  to  render  resistance  desuable,  and  she 
wiUingly  found, a  motive  for  decisbn  in  the  opinion  of 
her  fnends,  which  perhaps  she  might  have  sought  for 
in  vain  mher  own  choice.  Every  reader  must  havo 
observed  in  some  family  of  his  acquaintance,  some 
individual  of  a  temper  soft  and  yielding,  who,  mixed 
with  stronger  and  more  afdent  minds,  is  borne  along 
by  the  will  of  others,  with  as  littb  power  of  opposition 
as  the  flower  which  is  flung  into  a  running  stream. 
It  usuajly  happens  that  such  a  compliant  and  easy 
disposition,  which  resigns  itself  without  murmur  to 
the  guidance  of  others,  pecomes  the  darling  of  those, 
to  whose  incUnations  its  own  seem  to  be  offered,  in 
ungrudging  and  ready  sacrifice. 

This  was  eminently  the  case  with  Lucy  Ashton. 
Her  politic,  wary,  and  worldly  father,  felt  for  her 
an  anection,  the  strength  of  which  sometimes  sur- 
prised him  into  an  unusual  emotion.  Her  elder  bro- 
ther, who  trode  the  path  of  ambition  with  a  haughtier 
step  than  his  father,  had  also  more  of  human  aflec- 
tipn. ,  A  soldier,  and  in  a  dissolute  age,  be  pneferred 
his  sister  Lucy  even  to  pleasure,  and  to  military  pre- 
ferment and  distinction.  Her  younger  brother,  at  an 
age  when  trifles  chiefly  occupied  his  mind,  made  her 
the  confident  of  all  his  pleasures  and  anxieties,  his 
success  in  field-sports,  and  his  quarrels  with  his  tutor 
and  instructors.  To  these  details,  however  trivial, 
Lucy  lent  patient  and  not  indifferent  attention.  They 
moved  and  interested  Henry,  and  that  was  enough  to 
secure  her  ear. 

Her  mother  alone  did  not  fieel  that  distinguislied 
and  predominating  aflection,  with  which  the  rest  of 
the  family  cherished  Lucy.  She  re^irded  what  she 
termed  her  daughter's,  want  of  »int,  as  a  decidea 
mark,  that  the  more  plebeian  blood  of  her  father  pre- 
dominated in  Lucy's  teins,  amd  lised  to  call  her  in 
derision  her  Lanunermoor  Shepheidesa.  To  dislike 
so  gentle  and  inoffensive  a  b^ng  was  impossible; 
but  Lady  Ashton  preferred  her  eldest  son,  on  whom 
had  descended  a  lai^e  portion  of  her  own  ambitions 
and  undaunted  diepositiafn,  to  a  daughter  whose  soft- 
ness of  temper  seemed  alhed  t>  feebleness  of  mind. 
Her  ekiest  son  was  the  more  partially  beloved  by  iiis 
mother,  because?  contrary  to  the  usual  custom  ol 
Scottish  families  df  distinctuMi,  he  had  been  namsd 
after  the  head  of  the  hmm»  ^y  ^.  ^  ^  . . . 
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"Xy  Sholto,''  she  said.  Srill  support  tbeantarniBhed 
braour  of  his  maternal  house,'  ana  elevate  and  support 
that  of  his  father.  Poor  Lucy  is  unfit  for  courts,  or 
crowded  htiUs.  Some  country  laird  must  be  her  hus- 
band, rich  enough  to  supply  her  with  every  comfort, 
without  an  effort  on  her  own  part,  so  that  she  may 
have  nothing  to  shed  a  tear  for  but  the  tender  appre- 
hension lest  he  may  break  his  neck  in  a  fox-chase. 
It  was  not  80,  however,  that  our  house  was  raised, 
nor  is  it  so  that  it  can  be  fortified  and  augmented. 
The  Lord  £eq;)er's  dignity  is  yet  new;  it  must  be 
borne  as  if  we  were  used  to  its  wejght  worthy  of  it, 
and  prompt  to  assert  and  maintain  it.  cefore  ancient 
authorities,  men  bend,  firom  customary  and  hereditary 
deference ;  in  our  presence,  they  will  stand  erect  un- 
less they  are  compelled  to  prostrate  themselves.  A 
daughter  fit  for  the  sheep-told  or  the  cloister^  is  ill 

?iuaufi(ed  to  exact  reapect  where  it  is  yielded  with  re- 
actance ;  and  since  Heaven  refused  us  a  third  boy, 
Lucy  should  have  held  a  character  fit  to  supply  his 
ptacei  The  hour  will  be  a  happy  one  which  disposes 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  some  one  whose  energv  is 
greater  than  her  own,  or  whose  ambition  is  of  as  low 
an  order." 

Sa  meditated  a  mother,  to  whom  the  qualities  of 
her  children's  hearts,  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  their 
domestic  happiness,  seemed  light  in  comparison  to 
their  rank  ana  temporal  greatness.  But,  like  many  a 
parent  of  hot  and  impatient  character,  she  was  mis- 
taken in  estimating  the  feelings  of  her  aaughter,  who. 
under  a  semblance  of  extreme  indifiference,  nourished 
the  jgerm  of  those  passions  which  sometimes  spring 
up  m  one  nifdit,  Uke  the  gourd  of  the  nrophet,  and 
astonish  the  observer  by  their  unexpected  araour  and 
intensity.  In  fact,  Luc/s  sentiments  seemed  chill,  be- 
cause nothing  had  occurred  to  interest  or  awaken 
them.  Her  me  had  hitherto  flowed  on  in  a  uniform 
and  gentle  tenor,  and  happy  for  h^  had  noi  its  pre- 
sent smoothness  of  current  resembled  that  of  the 
stream  as  it  glides  doHrnwards  to  the  waterfall  t 

**  So,  Lucy,"  said  ner  father,  entering  as  her  song 
was  ended,  **doe8  your  musical  philosopher  teach 
you  to  contemn  the  worid  before  you  know  it  7— that  is 
surely  somethingpremature.  Or  did  you  but  speak  ac- 
cording to  the  fiisnion  of  fair  maidens,  who  are  always 
to  hold  the  pleasures  of  life  in  contempt  till  they  are 
pressed  upon  them  by  the  address  of  some  gentle 
knight  r* 

Lucy  blushed,  disclaimed  any  inference  respecting 
her  own  choice  being  drawn  from  her  selection  of  a 
song,  and  readily  laid  aside  her  instrument  at  her  fa- 
thers request  that  she  would  attend  him  in  his  walk. 
A  large  and  well-wooded  park,  or  rather  chase, 
Atietched  along  the  hill  behind  the  castle,  which  occu- 
pying, as  we  have  noticed,  a  pass  ascending  ftom  the 
Plain,  seemed  built  in  its  very  gorge  to  defend  the 
forest  ground  which  arose  behind  it  m  shsggv  majes- 
ty. Into  this  romantic  region  the  fother  anddaugnter 
proceeded,  arm  in  arm,  by  a  noble  avenue  overarched 
by  embowering  ehns,  beneath,  which  groups  of  the 
•yllow-deer  were  seen  to  stray  in  distant  perspective. 
As  they  paced  slowly  on,  admuing  the  different  points 
oc  view,  for  which  Sn  William  Aihton,  notwithstand- 
gg  the  nature  of  his  usual  avocations,  had  considera- 
ble taste  and  feeling,  they  were  overtaken  by  the 
feretter,  or  park-keeper,  who,  intent  on  silvan  sport, 
was  proceeding  with  his  cross-bow  over  his  arm,  and 
•  hound  led  in  leash  by  his  boy,  into  the  interior  of 
the  wood. 

;* (Joing  to  Khoot  us  a  piece  of  venison,  Norman?" 
ssid  his  master,  as  he  returned  the  woodman's  saluta- 
t»n. 

**  Saul,  your  honour,  and  that  I  am.  Will  it  please 
fBJ  to  see  the  sport  T* 

O  no,"  said  his  lordship,  after  looking  at  his 
jBaghter,  whose  colour  fled  at  the  idea  of  seeing  the 
^  shot,  although  had  her  fother  expr^sed  his  wish 
joti  they  ahotdd  accompany  Norman,  it  was  proba- 
iNedie  would  not  even  nave  hinted  her  reluctance. 
^^p^  forester  shrugged  his  shoulders.  "It  was  a 
««ieartenmg  thnig,^he  said,  '*^en  none  of  the 
Cities  came  down  to  see  the  sport  He  hoped  Cap- 
2^  Sholto^roukl  be  soon  hame,  or  he  might  shot  up 
n  tbop  entirelyi  for  Ux,  Harry  w«s  kept  sm  close 


wi*  his  Latin  nonsense,  that,  though  his  will  was  very 
gude  to  be  in  the  wood  from  morning  till  night,  thore 
would  be  a  hopeful  lad  lost,  and  no  making  a  man  of 
him.  It  was  not  so,  he  had  heard,  in  Loni  Ravens* 
wood^s  time — when  a  buck  was  to  be  killed,  man  and 
mother's  son  ran  to  see;  and  when  the  deer  felL  the 
knife  was  always  presented  to  the  knight,  ana  he 
never  gave  less  than  a  dollar  for  the  compliment. 
And  there  was  Edgar  Ravenswood— Master  of  Ra- 
venswood  that  is  now— when  he  goes  up  to  the  wood 
—there  hasna  been  a  better  hunter  since  Tristrem's 
time— when  Sir  Edgar  bauds  out,*  down  goes  the 
deen  faith.  But  we  hae  lost  a'  sense  of  wood-craft 
on  this  side  of  the  hill." 

There  was  much  in  this  harrangue  highly  displeas- 
ing to  the  Lord  Kee^s  feelinge;  he  could  not  help 
observing  that  his  menial  despised  him  almost  avow- 
edly for  not  possessing  that  taste  for  sport  which  in 
those  times  wasdeem^  the  natural  and  uxlespensable 
attribute  of  a  real  gentleman.  But  the  master  of  the 
game  is,  in  all  country  houses^  a  man  of  great  import- 
ance, and  entitled  to  use  considerable  freedom  of 
speech.  Sir  William,  therefore,  only  smiled  and 
replied^  he  had  something  else  to  think  upon  to-day 
than  lulling  de^ ;  mean  tune^  taking  out  his  purse,  he 
gave  the  ranger  a  dollar  for  his  encouragement  The 
fellow  received  it  as  the  waiter  of  a  fashionable  hotel 
receives  double  his  proper  fee  from  the  hands  of  a 
country  gentleman^— that  is,  with  a  smile,  in  which 
pleasure  at  the  gift  is  mingled  with  contempt  for  the 
Ignorance  of  the  donor.  ^  Your  honour  is  the  bad 
paymaster,"  he  said,  "who  pays  before  it  is  done. 
What  would  you  do  were  I  to  miss  the  buck  aftei^you 
have  paid  me  my  wood-feel" 

**  I  suppose,"  said  the  Keeper,  smiling,  "  you  would 
hardly  guess  what  I  mean  were  I  to  teU  you  of  a  con- 
dictio  indtbUi  7" 

"Not  I,  on  my  saul— I  guess  it  is  some  law  phrase 
—but  sue  a  be^r,  and— your  honour  knows  what 
follows.— Welirbut  I  will  be  just  with  you,  and  if  bow 
and  brach  fail  not.  you  shall  nave  a  piece  of  game  two 
fingers  fat  on  the  brisket" 

As  he  was  about  to  go  of^  his  master  agsiin  called 
him,  and  asked,  as  if  by  accident  whether  the  Mastter 
of  Ravenswood  was  actually  so  brave  a  man  and  so 
good  a  shooter  as  the  world  spoke  him? 

**  Brave!— brave  enough,  I  vnurant  you,"  answered 
Norman ;  "  I  was  in  the  wood  at  Tyningname,  when 
there  was  a  sort  of  gallants  hunting  with  my  lord ; 
on  my  saul,  there  was  a  buck  tumeato  bay  made  us 
all  stand  back ;  a  stout»  old  Trqjan  oi  the  first  head, 
ten-tyned  branches  and  a  brow  as  broad  as  e'er  a 
bullock's.  Egad,  he  dashed  at  the  old  lord,  and  thero 
would  have  been  inlake  among  the  peerage,  if  the 
Master  had  not  whipt  roundly  in,  and  hamstrung  him 
with  his  cutlass.  He  was  but  sixteen  then,  bless  his 
heartr' 

"And  is  he  as  ready  with  the  gun  as  vrith  the  cou- 
teaur  said  Sir  Wilham. 

"  He'll  strike  this  silver  dollar  out  fVom  between 
my  finger  and  thumb  at  fourscore  yardeu  and  I'll  hold 
it  out  for  a  gold  merk;  what  more  would  ye  have  ot 
ey&  hand,'  lead/and  gunpowder  T' 

"O  no  more  to  be  wished,  certainly,"  said  the  Lord 
Keeper ;  "  but  we  keep  you  from  your  ppon,  Norman. 
Good  moiTow^  good  Norms  a.' 

And  hunmimg  his  rustic  roundelay,  the  yeoman 
went  on  his  road,  the  sound  of  his  rough  voice  gradu- 
ally dying  away  as  the  distance  betwixt  them  in- 
CTMsed:— 

TIm  Book  must  triM  when  the  matini  rinrt 

The  abt>ot  majr  sleep  to  Uieir  chime  t 
Bot  Uie  jeoman  motttcart  when  Uie  bttflet  tfa^ 
Ti«  tiine,  my  bearti,  Hie  time.  t 


Tliere*!  b«ek«  and  raet  on  Bnhoos  i 

There*!  a  herd  on  Shortwood  Shaw  ( 
Bot  1  lily-white  doe  in  the  carden  ffoea, 

She*!  fairly  worth  them  a% 

"Has  this  fellow."  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  when  the 
yeoman's  song  had  died  on  the  wind,  '**ever  served 
the  Ravenswood  people,  that  he  seems  so  much  inte- 
rested in  them  7  I  suppose  you  know,  Lucy,  for  vou 
make  it  apoint  of  conscience  to  record  the  special  ni* 
tory  of  every  boor  about  the  casde." 

•HMiiMl   HeMt  eat,  icpnesali  his  pises. 
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"Inm  not  quire  j^o  fniiliftil  a  c}in>ii«oI».'r.  my  <l»'rir 
fnthcr;  t)iit  I  boliovi.-  tint  NtinnaM  oin.-t*  «:rvnl  h'-re 
M'hilen  l>ov,  aud  hcfim-  in:  wrnt  !•>  Lt'ilmui.iii,  wliciu'i* 
you  hind  him.  B-.U  it'  vou  wMiit  \o  know  any  tliinij 
of  th«'  fiinn-.Tlfimily.  Old  Alice  i:4  rli:-  lif-*f  aulhontv." 

"And  what  shoiiM  I  liave  lo  do  with  ihuiii,  i>ray, 
liUcv."  s.'iiil  hor  fathtr,  ''or  with  ilicir  history  or  ac- 
cornnli>hrncnt3  ?"' 

"\:iy,  I  do  not  know,  s:r;  only  thai  you  were 
Dskinir  questions  of  Norman  about  young  Raveiii*- 
w«)o.l." 

•'I'yhaw,  child  I"— ropIi»ii  ln-r  fathrr,  vet  imimxli- 
ntfily  Hfidcd,  "Anil  who  is  old  Alice?  1  think  you 
know  ail  ihool'l  wonn-n  in  the  Ofjuntrv-." 

"To  hi>  .«'nre  I  il«),  or  how  coiil/i  I  ht-lp  thp  old  cn'a- 
iires  wlifU  they  an;  in  hanl  times  ?  And  as  to  old 
Alice,  she  is  the  very  r'nif^n-J'S  of  old  womrn.  and  quntn 
of  pwyifis,  HO  far  as  lecendarv  lore  is  eoneemed.  Shu 
«  blind,  poor  old  giiul.  hut  whi'n  she  jj^jfaks  to  you, 
you  woiJd  think  she  has  some  way  ot  lookinw:  mtu 
your  viry  ln.'art.  I  am  sure  I  often  cover  my  lace,  or 
urn  it  away,  for  it  pi-.mus  a««  if  slie  saw  one  change 
coh)nr,  thouiih  yhelia.s  bt-en  blind  these  twenty  years. 
She  is  worth  \-isirin:r,  w»jru  it  but  to  say  you  have  sii.n 
a  blind  aiifl  paralytic  old  wnman  havr  no  much  acuio- 
ncps  of  pr  rception,  and  diprnity  «jf  manners.  I  a-^sure 
vou.  ?ht;  mi:^lu  bn  a  countess  irom  her  lanc^uai^'-  and 
benpviour.— C'oiu",  you  must  y:o  to  S!>;  Alice;  wo  are 
not  a  quarter  of  a  milefmni  her  eottnire." 

".Ml  this,  my  dear.*'  said  th^*  Iii)nl  Kwper,  "is  no 
answ'^r  to  my  qussiion,  who  this  woman  is,  and  what 
IS  her  connexion  with  the  former  proprietor's  family  1"' 

"O.  it  was  Komethin:;  of  a  nourice-ship,  I  believe; 
and  will*  P.MnaiMid  h'-n ,  beeausii  h'T  iwtj  tfrJ^ndsons 
were  encjacnd  in  your  service.  IJut  it  was  aaainsi  h»'r 
will,  I  fin'-y;  for  the  pi lor  old  creature  is  always  ru- 
gn^'rin^  tlu;  chanLrr  (rf"  times  nud  «if  propertv." 

"laui  much  oblii'ttl  to  her,"'  answennf  the  Lord 
Ke<  per.  "  She  and  n-r  folk  e.at  my  bread  and  drink 
my  cup.  and  are  lamentinir  all  the  while  that  they  an* 
not  still  under  a  family  which  never  could  do  good, 
fithfT  t(»  ihf  msilves  or  any  one  else !" 

"  rmie-'d,''  n'plie<l  liUcy,  "lam  certain  yon  do  old 
Alire  injustice.  She  has  nothini;  in« Tc*nar^'  about 
her.  and  wouhl  not  acd  pt  a  penny  in  charity,  it  it  were 
lo  t:av'-  In  r  froui  IwiiiK  starve*!.  She  isitnly  talkative, 
like  all  old  fi>lk.  when  you  put  them  upon  stories  of 
their  y«>uth;  and  she  :»iieaks  about  the  Ravenswood 
people,  bix'ause  she  lived  under  them  so  many  years. 
But  I  am  sure  shn  is  ;<ratefid  to  yovL  sir,  for  your  pr<>- 
tuetion.  and  that  she  would  rather  spi^ak  to  you,  than 
to  any  otlujr  person  in  the  whole  world  beside.  Do, 
eir,  come  anri  see  old  Alice." 

And  with  thefrondom  of  an  indulged  daushter.  she 
dra^^^cd  the  Lord  Keeper  io  the  direction  she  desired. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Thrmiffh  loim  of  !li«  liicli  tmo«  kIk;  riifl  dn^r.rjr 
A  lio|i>  ATTi'iko,  \vhii:.c  \a{Hiiir,  lliin  aiiU  lii;lit, 
I<i-<?kiii(;  aliit't.  uprollod  tii  Um  hky, 
M'liirh  clMiTful  ii;irn  diilitond  uni<>  lior  siiflit, 
Tiiut  111  thCMiinti  ditl  wuniio  sutne  liviiif  wiirliL 

CJPBNflER. 

Iji'CY  acted  as  her  father's  tniide,  for  he  was  too 
mucli  en'jpjssiHi  with  his  (jolitical  labours,  or  with 
society,  in  be  jHirfectly  acjuamted  with  his  own  e.xten- 
Bivc  domains,  and.  rnore<iver,  was  jrenendly  an  inha- 
!»itant  of  th«'  city  of  KdinbiirL'h ;  and  she,  on  the  other 
liaml.  had,  witli'  her  mother,  r»»side<i  the  whole  smn- 
mer  in  Raveuswood.  auij.  partly  from  taste,  partly 
from  want  of  any  other  amusement,  had,  by  her  fre- 
quent rambli*-s.  iHarned  to  know  each  lane,  alley,  din- 
gle, or  bushy  dell, 

"  And  vrrry  boidcjrbonme  fn>ni  sido  to  ride." 
We  liavr  said  that  the  Lord  Ke<'per  was  not  indif- 
ferent t<»  t!i-!  i»eauties  of  nature;  and  we  add,  in  jus- 
Mce  to  him,  that  ho  felt  them  doubly,  when  i>ointed 
m:t  by  the  brautiful,  simple,  and  iiiti-restin^  ji^irl,  who, 
han:;iiii{  o:i  his  arm  willi  filial  kimlness,  now  called 
him  to  u  Iruire  the  size  of  some  ancient  oak.  and  now 
i/jc  ti/i^xpftL")  turn,  where  the  path  developing  its 
^naze  thmi  arff^fj  ,,j.  (Jinfflo,  itailtlumy  n;ached  an  enii- 
^eaoh  cGmmandiiig  tui  exteauifo  view  of  the  plains 


,  beneath  ilwm.  and  then  gradually  glided  away  from 
.  ih»^  prosnci?t  to  lose  itself  among  rocks  and  thickets^ 
':  and  iruide  tu  scenc-s  of  deeptT  seclusion. 
;  It  was  when  pausi  ns  on  one  of  tho(««-  points  of  ex- 
tensive and  commanduiK  view,  that  Lucy  tol«J  hn 
father  they  were  close  by  the  collage  of  her'blind  pn»- 
teu^e;  and  on  tuniin'.?  from  the  little  hill,  a  path 
which  led  around  it,  W(jrn  by  the  dftdy  stt^ps  of  the 
mfirm  inmate,  broui^ht  them  in  sight  of  the  hiit. 
which,  embosomed  in  n  du-p  and  obscure  dclI,  setrnK-J 
to  have  been  ."lo  situati-d  purprjscly  lo  bear  a  corre- 
spondence with  the  darkened  state  of  its  inhnbitant. 
The  cottage  was  sit ua tf/d  immediately  under  a  ta9 
rock,  which  in  some  mt.asun;  l>eetled  over  it,  as  if 
threateninu  to  drop  some  detached  fragment  from  i:s 
brow  on  the  fi  ail  tenement  l»eneath.  The  hut  il«*lf 
was  constructed  of  turf  and  stones,  and  rudely  roofc^i 
over  with  thatch,  nmch  of  which  was  in  a  dilai^)i<ietea 
condition.  The  thin  blue  smoke  rose  from  it  in  a 
li^ht  column,  and  curled  upward  along  the  white  face 
ol  the  inrumbt.-nt  rock,  giving?  the  scene  a  lint  of  ex- 
quisite softness.  In  a  small  and  rudegiinien,  Rir- 
j  nninded  by  sira^'yling  elder-bushes,  which  formed  a 
S4)rf  of  imperlecl  hed^'e,  sat  near  to  the  lux^-liives,  hv 
I  hi;  produce  of  which  slie  live'd,  that  "  wuman  old,*' 
whitm  Lucy  had  brought  her  father  hither  to  visit. 

Whatever  there  had  baen  which  was  di.snstrous  in 
her  fortune— whatever  there  was  miserable  in  her 
dwelling,  it  was  easy  lo  ju<].ije.  by  the  fir.^t  glance, 
that  n»ither  years,  poverty,  misl'ortune.  nor  infirmity, 
had  l>roken  tfie  sj)irit  of  this  remarkable  woinnn. 

.She  ocmipied  a  turi-seut,  placed  under  a  weeping 
birch  of  unusual  magnitude  and  age,  as  Judali  is 
represented  sitting  undtT  her  palm-tree,  with  an  air 
at  once  of  majesty  and  of  dejeetion.    Her  figure  wos 
tall,  commanding,  and  but  llitle  bent  by  the  infimii- 
ties  of  oil!  age.    Her  dress,  tluMtgh  that  of  a  iH^i«ant, 
was  uncommonly  clean,  forming  in  that  particidar  n 
strong  contrast  to  niost  of  hor  rank,  and  was  dis- 
I  posmI  with  an  attention  to  neatness,  and  even  to  ta.*!te, 
I  equally  unusual.     Rut  it  was  her  f'-Xjiression  of  coun- 
I  tenance  which    chietly   struck  the    8i"H>ctator,  .mhI 
■  induc».d  most  persons  to  addn-ss  her  with  n  degTKO 
j  of  dt:ference  and  civility  very  inconsistent  with  the 
.  miserable  state  of  her  dwelling,  and  whicli,  neverthe- 
less, she  recejvfxl  with  that  easy  comimsure  which 
showi/d  she  felt  it  to  Ix-  her  due.     She  had  once  bun 
beautiful,  but  ht  r  beauty  had  bem  of  a  bi>ld  and  ma*- 
culme  cast,  such  as  does  not  sunivc  the  bloom  of 
yourh  ;  yi-t  ht.r  features  continur.-d  to  express  strong 
sen*;!.',  deep  reflection,  and  a  charaeter  of  sol>tr  pri-ie. 
whiidi.  as  we  have  already  said  of  her  dross,  f'PP^^reil 
to  arj-ui-  a  conscious  superioritv  to  those  of  her  own 
rank.    It  scarce  stHjnied  |H)ssiblft  that  a  face,  di prived 
of  the  advantage  of  sight,  c«juld  have  exprcsstd  eiia- 
raeier  so  stronglv;  but.  her  eyes,  which  were  abiM'^t 
totally  clostd,  did  not,  by  the  disjday  of  their  .sishtkss 
orbs,  mar  th(!  i:ountenance  to  which  they  could  a'M 
nothing.      She  siemnl  in    a    nmiiiiating   po.Miire, 
bootlud,  i>erhaps,  by  the  murmurs  of  the  busy  tnha 
aro'.ind  her.  to  abstraction,  though  not  to  slumber. 

Lucy  undid  the  latch  '.if  the  little  g.ird*'!!  gate,  and 
solicited  the  old  woman's  attention.  "My  falht-r, 
.Vlice,  is  come  to  8e«.»  ynu." 

I'  He  is  Welcome,  3Iiss  Ashton,  and  so  are  you,"' 

said  the  old  woman,  turning  and  mclining  her  head 

towards  \v:t  visiters. 

"This  is  a  fine  morning  for  vour  l>ce-hive5,  mo- 

I  ther,''  said  the  Lord  Keejier,  wlio,  stnick  with  th« 

,  outward  appearance  of  Alice,  was  simicw  hat  curiotiS 

,  10  know  if  her  conversation  would  corre8iv)nd  with  it 

"I  believe  so,  mv  lord.''  she  replied;   '*I  feci  thi 

air  broailie  milder  than  of  late." 

"Yo-.i  do  not."  rtsumecl  the  stat(>sman,  "t.ike 
charge  of  these  bocs  yourself;  mother  ?— How  do  you 
manage  ihomT' 

"  Ky  delegates,  as  kings  do  their  subverts,"  resumed 
Alice ;  '*  and  I  am  fortunate  in  a  pnnie  minister-' 
Her.'.  Uabie." 

She  whistled  on  a  small  silver  call  which  hung 

around  her  neck,  and  which  at  that  time  was  Siime- 

tim»?9  ustA  to  summon  domestics,  and  Uabie,  a  girl  of 

i  fifteen,  made  her  appearance  from  the  hut,  not  alto- 

^  neihiec  ao  cVcaniY  «n«.>(<id«A  ihte  would  piobably  hav» 
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tmen  had  Alice  Ynd  the  use  of  her  eyes,  but  with  a 
roster  air  of  nsatness  than  was  upon  the  whole  to 
are  been  expected. 

"Babie."  said  her  mistress,  "offer  some  bread  and 
loney  to  the  Lord  Keeper  and  Miss  Ashton— they 
will  excuse  vour  awkwardness,  if  you  use  cleanliness 
ind  despatch.'^ 

Babi^:-  pfTferme*]  h^r  mistrt^  a  comTDiind  wilb  the 
grace  wfjich  -^v^s  iT^ciirdlly  to  havf*  bt'fn  oxptclpcd, 
moviat;^  to  and  i'ro  with  a  lobster-like  cfaiitrej  her 
feet  an^i  1*^^^  lendtngonf^  wnvt  whikher  hfad,  rurn^ 
ma d^fi^rept  direct joiIh  wns  fixed  in  woridtr upon  the 
laird,  %^  Sio  was  iiiune  frt-qucmiy  }i(?iird  uf  ihari  sofii  by 
his  teft:*i\i3  and  fjftjenrj!,ri(5.    The  breful  ftnd  hnriiy, 

and  acri;p[*ref  in  all  drir  tuiiriciry.  Thu  Loni  Ks  ■ :  vr, 
•till  rCi  .tinin^  ilic  fi\n.cv  whii:'b  Uc  hnd  tjcciipietf  on  rue 
decaye  i  injtiK  of  u  f'llSi  n  trty,  lookt'd  nsif  hp  wi-  .d 
to  prol'jn^  the  jntcrvif'W,  but  was  m  u  loss  how  to  ,ii- 
tnxJuce  a  suitable  subject 

"You  have  been  long  a  resident  on  this  property?' 
he  said,  after  a  pause. 

"It  18  now  nearly  sixty  years  since  I  first  knew 
Ravenswood,"  answered  the  old  dame,  whose  con- 
^wsation,  though  perfectly  civil  and  respectful,  seemed 
cautiously  limited  to  the  unavoidable  and  necessary 
task  of  replying  to  Sir  William. 

"You  are  not,  I  should  judge  by  your  accent,  of 
this  country  originally  1"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  in 
continuation. 

**  No ;  I  am  by  buth  an  Englishwoman." 

**Tet  you  seem  attached  to  this  country  as  if  it 
were  your  own." 

"  It  is  here,"  rrolied  the  blind  woman,  "  that  I  have 
drank  the  cup  orjoy  and  of  sorrow  which  Heaven 
destined  for  me.  ti  was  here  the  wife  of  an  upright 
and  affectionate  husband  for  more  than  twenty  years 
~I  was  here  the  mother  of  six  promising  children- 
it  was  here  that  God  deprived  me  of  all  these  bless- 
sings— it  was  here  they  died^  and  yonder,  by  yon 
ruined  chapel^  they  lie  all  buned— I  had  no  country 
but  theirs  while  they  lived— I  have  none  but  theirs 
now  thej'  are  no  more." 

"I  But  your  house,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  looking 


•t  it,  * '  is  miserably  ruinous  V 

Do,  my  dear  father."  said  Lucy,  eagerly,  yet  bash- 
raiiy,  catching  at  tlie  hint,  "give  orders  to  make  it 
b^er,— that  is,  if  you  think  it  proper." 

It  will  last  my  time,  my  dear  Miss  Lucy,"  said  the 
blind  woman  j  **I  would  not  have  my  lord  give  him- 
self the  least  trouble  about  it" 

But,"  said  Lucy,  '*  you  once  had  a  much  better 
house,  and  were  rich,  and  now  in  your  okl  age  to  live 
in  this  hovel !" 

"It  is  as  good  as  I  deserve.  Miss  Lucy;  if  my 
heart  has  not  broke  with  what  I  have  sunered,  and 
•een  others  sufler,  it  must  have  been  strong  enough, 
m  the  rest  of  this  oM  frame  has  no  light  to  call 
il«lf  weaker." 

You  have  probably  witnessed  many  changes," 
|*id  the  Lord  Keeper ;  "  but  your  experience  must 
have  taught  you  to  expect  them." 

It  has  taught  me  to  endure  them,  my  lord,"  was 
the  reply. 

Yet  you  knew  that  they  must  needs  arrive  m  die 
«oj»e  of  years  V*  said  the  statesman. 

Ay ;  M  I  know  that  the  stump,  on  or  beside 
''hidS  you  sit,  once  a  tall  and  lofty  tree,  must  needs 
one  day  fall  by  decay,  or  by  the  axe ;  yet  I  hoped  my 
«yw  might  not  wimess  the  downfall  of  the  tree  which 
^wwiMowed  my  dwelling." 

Do  not  suppose,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  that  you 
JJffllose  sny  interest  with  me,  for  looking  back  with 
**gret  to  the  days  when  another  family  possessed  my 
ptatea.  You  had  reason,  doubtless,  to  love  them,  and 
*7y^t  your  gratitude.  I  will  order  some  repairs  in 
TWT  cottage  and  I  hope  we  shall  live  to  be  friends 
^Jw  we  know  each  other  better."  • 

Those  of  my  age."  returned  the  dame,  "  make  no 
P'w  niends.  I  thank  you  for  your  bounty— it  is  well 
]|J«wed  undoubtedly ;  but  I  have  all  I  want,  and  I 
^'iyngt  accept  more  at  your  lordship's  hands."^ 
_^*VeU,  then,"  continued  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  at  least 
wow  me  to  lay,  that  I  look  upon  you  as  a  woman  of 


sense  and  education  beyond  your  appearance,  and 
that  I  hope  you  will  continue  to  reside  on  this  property 
of  mine  rent-free  for  your  life." 

"  I  hope  I  shall,"  said  the  old  dame,  composedly  t 
"I  believe  that  was  made  an  article  in  the  sale  of 
Ravenswood  to  your  lordship,  though  such  a  trifling         \ 
circumstance  may  have  escaped  your  recollection." 

"  I  remember— I  recollect,  said  his  lordship,  some- 
what confused.  "I  perceive  you  are  too  much 
attached  to  your  old  friends  to  accept  any  benefit  from 
their  successor." 

"Far  from  it,  my  lord ;  I  am  gratefiil  for  the  bene- 
fits which  I  decline,  and  I  wish  I  could  pay  you  for 
offeringthem,  better  than  what  I  am  now  abaut  to 
say."  The  Lord  Keeper  looked  at  her  in  some  sur- 
prise, but  said  not  a  word.  "  My  lord,"  she  continu- 
ed, in  an  impressive  and  solemn  tone,  "take  care 
what  you  do  ;  you  are  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice." 

"  Indeed  7"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  his  mind  revert- 
ing to  the  political  circumstances  of  the  country. 
"  Has  any  thing  come  to  your  knowledge— any  plot 
or  conspiracy  T  * 

"No,  my  lord;  those  who  traffic  in  such  coni- 
modities  do  not  call  into  their  councils  the  old,  blind, 
and  infirni.  My  warning  is  of  another  kind.  You 
have  driven  matters  hard  with  the  house  of  Ravens- 
wood.  Believe  a  true  tale— they  are  a  fierce  house, 
and  there  is  danger  in  dealing  with  men  when  they 
become  desperate." 

"Tush,"  answered  the  Keeper;  "what  has  been 
between  us  has  been  the  work  of  the  law,  not  my 
doing;  and  to  the  law  they  must  look,  if  the^ would 
impugn  my  proceedings." 

^  Ay,  but  they  may  think  otherwise,  and  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hand,  when  they  fail  of  other 
means  of  redress." 

"  What  mean  you  7"  said  the  Lord  Keeper.  "  Young 
Ravenswood  would  not  have  recourse  to  personal 
violence?" 

"  God  forbid  I  should  say  so !  I  know  nothing  of 
the  youth  but  what  is  honourable  and  open— honour- 
able and  open,  said  1 7—1  should  have  added,  fre^ 
generous,  noble.    But  he  is  still  a  Ravenswood,  and  \ 

may  bide  his  time.  Remember  the  fate  of  Sir  George 
Lockhan."* 

The  Lord  Keeper  started  as  she  called  to  his  recol- 
lection a  tragedy  so  deep  and  so  recent  The  old 
woman  proceeded  :  "Chiesley,  who  did  the  deed,  was 
4L  relative  of  Lord  Ravenswood.  In  the  hall  of  Ra- 
venswood, m  my  presence,  and  in  that  of  others,  ha 
avowed  publicly  his  determination  to  do  the  cruelty 
which  he  afterwards  committed.  I  could  not  keep 
silence,  thou^  to  speak  it  ill  became  my  station. 
*You  are  devising  a  dreadful  crime,'  I  said,  'for 
which  you  must  reckon  before  the  judgment-seat. 
Never  shall  I  forget  his  look,  as  he  rephed,  *  I  must 
reckon  then  for  many  things,  and  will  reckon  for  this 
also.'  Therefore  I  may  well  say,  beware  of  pressinjj 
a  desperate  man  with  the  hand  of  authority.  There  is 
blood  of  Chiesley  in  the  vems  of  Ravenswood,  and 
one  drop  of  it  were  enough  to  fire  him  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  is  placed— I  say,  beware  of  him." 

The  old  daine  had,  either  intentionally  or  by  acci- 
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U'i- liiiiL-il  by  ihu  Pit.'ii4r?tii4  QAiiFninff  bn  riUrit^ritnri  iirtt- 

Vi-|M[|  <h/  MlM.iilt  L.53  Jn  (hVUHT  of  la  J  IE  W I  (l!  fltlil  fhlf->TfTl        H**  it 

grtui  lit  ni^i  tn  UtYf'dvmfimA  to  itNtiotHift  brtee  i*hkir.4ni«mSin( 
Ufj-kfi  iliv>bo  wor^KJU.  but  mia  divatieU  tj?  t&u*  ftf'kni-  coin- 
cuftjirij^t  rlie  «^i;iL!i]tj'  uf  titi^ptare.  Aftor  tlio  (!tjn|TO#ruiri*fii  wm 
djfmiwuH,  In  jij^ioil  ill*  ricum  a«  fif  ft*  liif  ImaA  nT  iln'  rii"* 
0[t  iFi(<  aouth  i»idt  oftlhe  L«vrnipi6fk<>t,  in  wlnrti  *!•**  TrcMiii  irfi 

hi>cif^4?<  wB.i'  »i1ua,Tert,  «nd  ohot  him  rtood  d«  iifl  wft*  nU'Ht  '!■ ^'l 

It.    TiLiH  niri  rt'wj  tlonn  in  tiie  r>niMinc«  **(  uumaf^ivL*  tin9uLj&iur«. 

mj  ii\f ,  ■■  I  have  tniiphi,  tlitj  |'((?*l(Ii:^nt  IisiW  l<i  h1»i  jmuri'  Ho 
hi  J  fii  I'^onit  ftiTOn  liltii  tn\i  wtttmnit,  «•  Jdc  k  im^**  "^r*  "in  • 
srinilfir  f»rf**KiiL    Tlw  nmrtcwr   utirt  »\tiivtittuni  iiw  lurrtiirtv, 

bf  n  )f|M3^-iia  ai^i  of  irn*  H««H(?i  *ti  Vt^r n  nU  »iw  UtM  Mw« 

lijf  LiPiil  Pmvcut  of  £;(liEibi]tflL  m  lil/ti  atucriff,  nmi  i-uanli-riii]- 
c<iu^  W  JruFu^d  tro  ■  hurdle  lu  I'l'"  t'l*''*'  **(  nKini'iiKun,  rrh  hnv^ 
liM  rii'Tii  hnacl  *truck  ffffwliil*  hi*  r^i  UrwK  mm,  lliiuJIS'.  u-  i*4 

0  tlr^^nrtfui  frkiianw  «f  what  tjic  Ifl*  wnk*  cull  tTO  ft^JtmitM 
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dent,  hnrped  arichl  the  fear  of  the  Lord  Keeper.  ^  The 
des^wrate  niul  durk  resource  of  private  assassinationj 
Ro  familiar  to  a  Scottish  baron  in  former  times,  hod 
i-vcn  in  the  present  ago  boon  too  fr«iucntly  resorted 
to  under  the  pressure  of  unusual  temptation,  or  where 
the  mind  of  the  actor  was  prepared  for  such  a  crime. 
Sir  William  Ashton  was  aware  of  this;  as  also  that 
youn^  Ravenswood  had  received  injuries  sufficient  ro 
prompt  him  to  that  sort  of  revenge,  which  becomes  a 
Ireqiient  though  fearful  consequence  of  the  partial  arj- 
minifitration  of  justice.  He  endeavoured  to  disguiae 
from  Alice  the  nature  of  the  apprehensions  which  he 
entertained ;  but  so  ineifectual^,  that  a  person  even  of 
less  penetration  than  nature  nad  endowed  her  with 
must  necessarily  havebetu  aware  that  the  subject  lay 
near  hm  Ixjsom.  His  voice  was  changed  in  its  accen  i 
as  he  replir-d  to  lier,  that  the  Master  of  Ravenswotxl 
was  a  man  of  honour;  and,  were  it  olhen^'ise,  tint 
the  fate  of  Chieslcy  of  Dairy  was  a  sufficient  warning; 
to  any  one  who  should  dare  to  assume  the  office  of 
0 vender  of  his  own  imazinary  wrongs.  And  haviriK 
hastily  uttorerl  the!f>r>  expressions,  he  rose  and  left  tht^ 
place  without  waiting  for  a  reply. 

CHAPTER  V. 
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O  doar  aceouol  I  mjr  life  m  mj  foo'i  debt. 

Shakapxarb. 

The  Lord  Keeper  walked  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  pn)found  silence.  His  dau{;hter,  naturally 
timid,  asd  bred  up  in  those  ideas  of  filial  awe  and  im- 
plicit  ol)e^licncc  which  were  inculcated  upon  the  youth 
of  that  period,  did  not  venture  to  interrupt  his  medi- 
taiions. 

"Why  do  you  look  so  pale.  Luc>'?"  said  her  falhur, 
turning  suddenly  round  and  breaking  silence. 

According  to  the  ideas  of  the  time,  which  did  not 
permit  a  youii;;  woman  to  ofler  her  sentiments  on  any 
•iibiect  01  imiwrtanee  unless  especially  required  to  do 
lu),  Lucy  was  bound  to  appear  ignorant  of  the  mean- 
inu  of  all  that  had  passed  betwixt  Alice  and  her  father, 
and  impiiKnl  the  emotion  he  had  observed  to  the  fe.ir 
of  the  wild  cattle  which  grazed  in  that  part  of  the  ex- 
tensive chase  through  which  thev  were  now  walking. 

Of  theso  animals,  the  descendants  of  the  savages 
herds  which  anciently  roamed  free  in  the  Caledonian 
forests,  it  was  formerly  a  point  of  state  to  preserve  a 
few  in  the  parks  of  the  Scottish  nohihty.  Specimens 
continued  within  the  memory  of  man  to  he  kept  at 
least  at  three  houses  of  distinction,  namely,  Hamilton, 
Drumlanriek,  and  Cumbernauld.  They  had  dejfene* 
rated  from  the  ancient  race  in  &ize  and  stren^li,  if  W€ 
are  to  judge  fmin  the  accounts  of  old  chronicles,  and 
fnjin  the  formidable  remains  frequently  discovered  iti 
boas  and  morasses  when  drained  and  laid  open.  Thi^ 
bull  had  lost  the  slrnggv  honours  of  his  mane,  and  the 
race  was  small  and  fight  made,  in  colour  a  dingy 
white,  or  rather  a  pale  yellow,  with  black  horns  and 
hoofs.  Thev  retaijied,  however,  in  some  measure,  t^ir 
fenx*it>'  of  tlicir  ancestr)',  could  not  be  domesticated 
on  account  of  their  antipathy  to  the  human  race,  a^uj 
were  oftdiii  dangerous  it  approached  unguardedly,  or 
wantonly  disturbed.  It  was  this  last  reason  which 
has  occasioned  their  being  extirpated  at  the  places  we 
have  mentioned^  vtr-^re  probably  they  would  otherwise 
have  been  retained  as  appropriate  m habitants  of  a 
Scottish  woodland,  and  fit  tenants  for  a  baronial 
forest.  A  few,  if  I  mistake  not,  are  still  preserved  at 
Cliiilinsham  Castle,  in  Northumberland,  the  scat  of 
the  Rail  of  Tankenille. 

It  was  to  her  finding  herself  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
croup  of  three  or  four  of  these  animals,  that  Lucy 
Uiought  pnper  to  impute  those  signs  of  fear,  which 
had  arisen  in  her  countenance  for  a  different  reason. 
For  she  had  been  familiarized  with  the  appearance  of 
the juh!  cattle,  during  her  walks  in  the  chase;  and  it 
wasvt  then,  as  it  may  be  now,  a  necessary  part  of 
a  young  lauy's  demeanour,  to  mdulge  in  causele^j! 
tremors  of  the  ner>'es.  On  the  present  occasion, 
however,  she  speedily  found  cause  for  real  terror. 

f'Ucy  had  ecnrccly  rcpVicd  to  her  father  in  the  words 
^  hare  rtwntionca,  and  he  was  just  about  to  rebuko 
^er  supposed  timidity,  wbeu  a  bull,  stimulated  either 


by  the  scariet  colour  of  Miss  Ash  ton's  mantle,  or  hj 
one  of  those  fits  of  capricious  ferocity  to  which  their 
dispositions  are  liable,  detached  himself  suddenly 
from  the  group  which  was  feeding  at  the  tipper  ex- 
tremity of  a  grassy  glade,  that  seemed  to  lose  itseif 
among  the  crossing  and  entangled  boughs.  The 
animal  approached  the  intruders  on  his  pasture 
ground,  at  first  slowly,  pawinjg  the  ground  ^ith  his 
hoof,  bellowing  from  tune  to  time,  and  tearing  up  the 
sand  with  his  horns,  as  if  to  lash  himaetf  up  to  rage 
and  violence. 

The  Lord  Keeper,  who  observed  the  animaTs  de- 
meanour, was  aware  that  he  was  about  to  beiH)me 
mischievous,  and,  drai^nng  his  daughkVs  arm  under 
his  own,  began  to  walk  fast  along  the  avenue,  in 
hopes  to  get  out  of  his  sight  and  his  reach.  This  was 
the  most  injudicious  course  he  could  have  adopted, 
for,  encouraged  by  the  appearance  of  flight,  the  bull 
liegan  to  pursue  them  at  full  speed.  Assailed  by  a 
danger  so  eminent,  firmer  courage  than  that  of  'iie 
Lord  Keeper  might  have  given  way.  But  paternal 
tenderness,  "  love  strong  as  death,  sustained]  him. 
He  continued  to  support  and  drag  onward  his  daugh- 
ter, until  her  fears  ahogether  dcprivini;  her  of  the 
power  of  liight,  she  sunk  down  by  hie  side;  and 
when  he  could  no  longer  assist  her  to  e£cap«\  ha 
turnwl  round  and  placed  himself  betwixt  her  aftd  the 
raging  animal,  which  advancing;  in  full  career,  its 
hnital  fury  enhanced  by  the  rapuhty  of  xha  pursuit 
was  now  within  a  few  yanls  of  them.  The  Lord 
Keeper  had  no  weapons;  his  age  and  gravity  dis- 
pensed even  with  the  usual  appendage  of  a  walkiag 
sword,— could  such  appendage  nave  availed  him  any 
thing. 

It  seemed  inevitable  that  the  father  or  daughter,  or 
both,  should  have  fallen  victims  fo  the  impending; 
danger,  when  a  shot  from  the  neighbouring  thicket 
arrested  the  progress  of  the  animal.  He  was  so  truly 
struck  between  the  iunciion  of  the  spine  with  the 
skull,  that  the  wound,  which  in  anv  other  part  of  his 
body  might  scarce  have  impeded  nis  career,  provtd 
instantly  fatal.  Stumbling  forward  with  a  hideous 
bellow,  the  progressive  force  of  his  previous  motion^ 
rather  than  any  operation  of  his  limbs,  carried  him 
up  to  within  three  yards  of  the  astonished  Lord 
Keeper,  where  he  roUcd  on  the  ground,  his  Umbs 
darkened  with  the  black  death-sweat,  and  quivering 
with  the  last  convulsions  of  musular  motion. 

Lucy  lav  senseless  on  the  ground,  insensible  of  the 
wonderfuf  deliverance  whic-h  she  nad  experienced. 
Her  father  was  almost  equally  stupified,  so  rapid  and 
unexpected  had  been  the  transition  from  the  horrid 
death  which  seemed  inevitable,  to  perfect  security. 
He  gazed  on  the  animal,  terrible  even  in  death,  witn 
a  species  of  mute  and  confused  astonishment,  which 
did  not  permit  him  distinctly  to  understand  what  had 
taken  place;  and  so  inaccurate  was  his  conscious* 
noss  of  what  had  passed,  tlvat  lie  might  have  sup* 
posed  that  the  bull  nad  been  arrested  in  its  career  by 
a  thunderbolt,  had  ho  not  ohsen'ed  among  lbs 
bronches  of  the  thicket  the  figure  of  a  man,  with  a 
short  gun  or  musquetoon  in  his  hand. 

This  instantly  recalled  liim  to  a  sense  of  thdr  situa- 
tion—a  glance  at  his  daughter  reminded  him  of  the 
necessity  of  procuring  her  assistance.  He  called  to 
the  man,  whom  he  conclud(.>d  to  be  one  of  hii 
forester^  to  give  immediate  attention  to  Miss  A>h- 
ton,  while  he  himself  hastened  to  call  assistanots. 
The  huntsman  approached  ihem  accordingly,  and 
the  Lord  Keeper  saw  he  was  a  stronger,  but. was  too 
much  agitated  to  make  any  farther  remarks.  la  a 
few  hurried  words,  he  directed  the  sliootcr,  as  stronger 
and  more  active  than  himself,  to  carry  the  young  lady 
to  a  neighbouring  fountain,  while  he  went  back  to 
Alice's  hut  to  procure  more  aid. 

The  man  to  wh6se  timely  interference  they  had 
been  so  much  indebted,  did  nut  seem  inclined  to 
leave  his  good  work  half  finished.  He  Raised  Lucy 
from  the  ground  in  his  arms,  and  conveying  her 
through  the  glades  of  the  forest  by  paths  with  which 
he  seemed  well  acquainted,  stopped  not  until  he  laid 
her  in  safety  by  the  side  of  a  plentiful  and  pellucid 
fountain,  which  had  been  once  covered  in,  screened 
L  aiuidMonL\e^V\^«xO:A\»cvMK^QmaiiMDU^ 
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diarecter.  Bat  now  the  yault  which  had  covered  it 
beinjt  broken  down  and  riven,  and  the  G^othic  font 
ruined  and  demolished,  the  stream  burst  forth  from 
the  rck:e8a  of  the  earth  m  open  day,  and  winded  its 
way  among  the  broken  sculpture  and  moss-grown 
stones  which  lay  in  confusion  around  its  source. 

Tradition,  always  busy,  at  least  ^n^  Scotland,  to 
grace  with  a  legendary  tale  a  spot  in  itself  interest- 
ug,  had  ascribed  a  cause  of  peculiar  veneration  to 
this  fbuntain.  A  beautiful  young  ladif  ^^^  one  of 
the  Lords  of  Ravenswood  while  huntmg  near  this 
spot,  and,  like  a  second  Egeria,  had  captivated  the 
tifTecnons  of  the  feudal  Numn.  They  met  frequently 
afterwards,  and  always  at  sunset,  the  charms  of  the 
nymph's  mind  completing  the  conquest  which  her 
beauty  had  beguii,  and  the  mystery  of  the  intrigue 
adding  zest  to  both.  She  always  appeared  and  disap- 
peared close  by  the  fountain,  with  which,  therefore, 
ber  lover  judged  she  had  some  inexplicable  connexion. 
She  placed  certain  restrictions  on  their  intercourse, 
which  also  savoured  of  mystery.  They  met  only  once 
a-week—Friday  was  the  appomted  day— and  she  ex- 
plained to  the  Lord  of  Ravenswood,  that  they  were 
under  the  necessity  of  separating  so  soon  as  the  bell 
of  a  chapel,  belonging  to  a  hermitage  in  the  adjoining 
wood,  now  long  nunoua  diould  toll  the  hour  of 
vespers.  In  the  course  of  his  confession,  the  Baron 
of  Ravenswood  intrusted  the  hermit  with  the  secret 
of  this  singular  amour,  and  Father  Zachary  drew  the 
necessary  and  obvious  consequence,  that  nis  patron 
was  enveloped  in  the  toils  of  Satan,  and  in  danger  of 
destniction,  both  to  body  and  soul.  He  ur&ed  these 
perils  to  the  Baron  with  all  the  forpc  of  monicifih  rhe- 
toric, and  described,  m  the  most  frightful  colours,  the 
real  character  and  person  of  the  apparent  lovely 
Naiad,  whom  he  hesitated  not  to  denounce  as  a  limb 
of  the  kingdom  of  darkness.  The  lover  listened  witli 
obstinate  mcredulity :  and  it  was  not  until  worn  out 
by  the  obstinacy  of  the  anchoret,  that  he  consented 
to  put  the  state  and  condition  of  his  mistress  to  a 
certain  trial,  and  for  that  purpose  acquiesced  in  Za- 
chary's  proposal  that  on  their  next  interview  the 
vespers  bell  should  be  rung  half  an  hour  later  than 
usual  The  hermit  maintained  and  bucklered  his 
opinion,  by  quotations  from  Malltus  Malijicarum, 
SprengeruB.  Remigius,  and  other  learned  demonolo- 
psts,  fliat  the  Evil  One,  thus  seduced  to  remain  be- 
hind the  appointed  hour,  would  assume  her  true  shape, 
and,  having  appeared  to  her  terrified  lover  as  a  fiend 
of  hell,  would  vanish  from  him  in  a  flash  of  sulphur- 
ous lightning  Raymond  of  Ravenswood  acquiesced 
in  the  experiment,  not  incurious  concerning  the  issue, 
though  confident  it  would  di^ppoint  the  expectations 
of  the  hermit. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  lovers  met,  and  their  in- 
terview was' protracted  beyond  that  at  which  they 
visually  parted,  by  the  delay  of  the  priest  to  ring  his 
usual  curfew.  No  change  took  place  upon  the  nymph's 
outward  form ;  but  as  soon  as  the  lengthening  sha- 
dows made  her  aware  that  the  usual  hour  of  the  vcs- 
P«T8  chime  was  passed^  she  tore  herself  from  her 
wver's  arms  with  a  shnek  of  despair,  bid  him  adieu 
rorever,  and,  plunging  into  the  fountain,  disappeared 
from  his  eyes.  The  bubbles  occasioned  by  ncr  de- 
scent were  crimsoned  with  blood  as  they  arose,  lead- 
ing, the  distracted  Baron  to  infer,  that  his  ill-judged 
cunosity  had  occasioned  the  death  of  this  interesting 
*nd  mysterious  being.  The  remorse  which  he  felt, 
M  well  as  the  recollection  of  her  charmi^  proved  the 
penance  of  his  ftiture  life,  Which  he  lost  in  the  battle 
of  Flodden  not  many  months  after.  But,  in  memory 
or  his  Naiad,  he  had  previously  ornamented  the 
fouutam  in  which  she  appeared  to  reside,  and  secured 
n«  waters  from  profanation  or  pollution,  by  the  small 
faulted  building  of  which  the  fragments  stifl  remained 
gattered  around  it  From  this  period  the  house  of 
Ravenswood  was  supposed  to  have  dated  its  decay. 

Jsuch  was  the  generally  received  legend,  which 


jnom  he  slew  in  a  fit  of  jealousy,  and  whose  blood 
was  mingled  with  the  waters  of  the  locked  fountain, 
"  u  was  oommonly  called.    Others  imagined  that 


the  tale  had  a  more  remote  origin  in  the  ancleni 
heathen  mythology.  All  however  agreed,  thui  the 
spot  was  fatal  to  the  Ravenswood  family;  and  ihat 
to  drink  of  the  waters  of  the  well,  or  even  approach 
its  brink,  was  as  ominous  to  a  descendant  of  that 
house,  as  for  a  Grahame  to  wear  green,  a  Bruce  lo 
kill  a  spider,  or  a  St.  Clair  to  cross  the  Ord  on  a 
Monday. 

'  It  was  on  this  ommous  spot  that  Lucv  Ashton  first 
drew  breath  after  her  long  jmd  almost  deadly  swoon. 
Beautiful  and  pale  as  tlie  fabulous  Naiad  in  the  last 
agony  of  Bet)aration  from  her  lover,  she  was  sealed 
so  as  to  rest  with  her  back  against  a  pan  of  the 
ruined  wall,  while  her  mantle,  dripping  with  the  water 
which  her  protector  had  used  profusely  to  recall  her 
senses,  clung  to  her  slender  and  beautifully  propor- 
tioned form. 

The  first  moment,  of  recollection  brought  to  her 
mind  the  danger  which  had  overpowered  Tier  senses 
—the  next  called  to  remembrance  that  of  her  father. 
She  looked  around— he  was  nowhere  to  be  setii 
~"  My  father— my  father  I*'  was  all  that  she  could 
ejaculate.  '   ^        ^ 

"  Sir  William  is  safe."  answered  the  voice  of  a 
stranger— "  perfectly  safis,  and  will  be  with  you  in- 
stantly." 

*'Are  you  sure  of  that?"  exclaimed  Lucy— "the 
bull  was  close  by  us— do  not  stop  me— I  must  go  lo 
seek  my  father !" 

And  she  arose  with  that  purpose ;  but  her  strength 
was  so  much  exhausted,  that,  far  from  possessing  the 
power  to  execute  her  purpose,  she  must  have  fallei. 
agamst  the  stone.on  which  she  had  leant,  probably 
not  without  sustaining  serious  injury. 

The  stranger  was  so  near  to  her,  that,  without 
actually  suffering  her  to  fall  he  could  not  avuid 
catching  her  in  his  drms,  whicli,  however,  he  did  with 
a  momentary  reluctance,  very  unusual  when  youth 
interposes  to  prevent  beauty  from  danger.  It  seemed 
as  if  her  weight,  slight  as  it  was,  proved  too  hea%y 
for  her  young  and  athletic  assistant,  for,  without 
feeling  the  temptation  of  detaining  her  in  his  arms 
even  for  a  single  instant,  he  again  placed  her  on  tho 
stone  from  which  she  had  risen,  ana  retreating  a  few 
steps,  repeated  hastily,  "  Sir  William  Ashton  is  per- 
fectly safe,  and  will  be  here  instantly.  Do  not  niako 
youraelf  anxious  on  his  account— Fate  has  singularly 
preserved  hjm.  You,  madam,  are  exhausted,  and 
must  not  think  of  rising  until  you  have  some  assist- 
ance more  suitable  than  mine. 

Lucy,  whose  senses  were  by  this  time  more  effect- 
ually col  [ected,  was  naturally  fed  U>  look  at  the  stran- 
ger with  attention.  There  was  nothin/;  in  his  appear- 
ance which  should  have  rendered  him  unwilling  to 
ofler  his  arm  to  a  young  lady  who  required  support, 
or  which  could  have  induced  ner  to  refuse  his  assist- 
ance ;  and  she  could  not  help  thinking,  even  in  that 
moment,  that  he  seemed  cold  and  reluctant  to  offer 
it  A  shooting-dress  of  dark  cloth  inumated  the  rank 
of  the  wearer,  though  concealed  in  part  by  a  large  and 
loose  cloak  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  A  Moniero  cap 
and  a  black  feather  drooped  over  the  wearer* s  brow, 
and  partly  concealed  his  features,  which,  so  far  as 
seen,  were  dark,  regular,  and  full  of  majestic,  though 
somewhat  sullen,  expression.  Some  secret  sorrow, 
or  the  brooding  spirit  of  some  moody  passion,  had 
guenched  the  light  and  ingenuou^  vivacity  of  youth 
in  a  countenance  singularly  fitteo  to  display  both, 
and  it  was  not  easy  to  gaze  on  the  stranger  without  a 
secret  impression  cither  of  pity  or  awe»  or  at  least  of 
doubt  ana  curiosity  allied  to  both. 

The  impression  which  we  have  necessarily  been 
long  in  describing,  Lucy  f^t  in  the  glance  of^a  nio 
ment,  and  had  no  sooner  enbountered  the  keen  black 
eyes  of  the  stranger,  than  her  own  were  bent  on  Uie 
ground  with  a  mixture  of  bashful  embarrassment 
and  fear.  Yet  there  was  a  necessity  to  speak,  or  at/ 
least  she  thought  so,  and  in  a  fluttered  accent  she 
began  to  mention  her  wonderful  escape,  in  which  she 
was  sure  that  the  stranger  must,  under  Heaven,  havfl 
been  her  father's  protector,  and/ier  own. 

He  seemed  to  shrink  from  her  expressiomi  of  grnii- 
tude,  while  he  replied  abruptly,  '*I  leavt  you,  uifj- 
dam."— the  de^  melody  of  his  voice  rendered  Dover* 
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ful;  but  not  harsh,  by  something  like  a  sevenritjr  of 
lone— "I  leave  you  to  the  protection  of  those  to 
wliorn  it  is  possible  you  may  have  this  day  been  a 
guardian  angel.'* 

Lucy  was  surprised  at  the  ambiguity  of  hia  lan- 
fiuage,  and,  with  a  feclmj;  of  artless  and  unaffected 
f^atitude,  began  to  deprecate  the  idea  of  having 
intended  to  give  her  deliverer  any  offence,  as  if  such 
a  thing  had  been  possible.  '*I  hare  been  unfortu- 
nate," she  said,  **in  endeavouring  to  express  my 
tlmnk»— I  am  sore  it  most  be  bo,  though  I  cannot 
recollect  what  I  said— but  would  you  but  stay  till  my 
father— till  the  Lord  Keener  comes— would  you  only 
permit  him  to  pay  you  uis  thanks,  and  to  inquire 
your  name  T' 

"My  name  is  nnneces8ary»"  answered  the  stran- 
ger ;  '  your  father— I  would  rather  say  Sir  William 
AsJiton— will  lenm  it  soon  enough,  for  all  the  plea- 
sure it  is  likely  to  afford  him." 

"Vou  mistake  him,"  snid  Lucy  earnestly;  "he 
will  be  gratcfu!  for  my  sake  and  for  his  own.  You 
do  not  know  my  father,  or  you  are  deceiving  me 
with  a  story  of  his  safeiv,  when  he  has  already  lallen 
a  victim  to  the  fury  of  that  animal." 

VVhcn  she  had  caught  this  idea,  she  started  from 
the  gn)und,  and  endeavoured  to  press  towards  the 
avenue  in  which  the  accident  had  taken  place,  while 
the  stranger,  though  he  seemed  to  hesitate  between 
the  desire  to  assist  and  the  wish  to  leave  her,  was 
obliged,  in  common  humanity,  to  oppose  her  both  by 
entreaty  and  action. 

"On  the  word  of  a  gcndeman,  madam,  I  tell  you 
the  truth  ;  your  father  is  in  perfect  safety ;  you  will 
expose  yourself  to  injury  if  you  venture  back  where 
the  herd  of  wild  cattle  m-azed.— If  you  will  go"— for, 
na\'ing  once  adopted  ine  idea  that  her  fether  w'aa 
still  in  dan^r,  she  pressed  fonvard  in  spite  of  him— 
"If  you  will  go,  accept  my  arm,  though  I  am  not 
perhaps  the  person  who  can  with  most  propriety 
offer  you  support." 

But,  without  heeding  this  intimation,  Lucy  took 
him  at  his  word.  "O  ii  you  be  a  man,"  she  said,  "if 
vou  be  a  gentleman,  assist  me  to  find  my  father ! 
You  shall  not  leave  me— you  must  go  with  me— he 
18  dving,  perhaps  >yhile  we  are  talking  here !" 

T^en,  without  listening  to  excuse  or  apology,  and 
holding  fast  bv  the  stranger's  arm,  though  uncon- 
scious pf  any  thing  save  the  support  whicli  it  gave, 
and  without  which  she  could  not  have  moved,  mixed 
with  a  vague  feeling  of  preventing  his  escai>e  from 
ncr,  she  was  urging,  ana  almost  dragging  him  for- 
ward, when  Sir  \Villiam  Ash  ton  came  up,  followed 
by  the  female  attendant  of  blind  Alice,  and  by  two 
wood-cutters,  whom  he  had  summoned  from  their 
occupation  to  his  assistance.  His  joy  at  seeing  his 
daughter  safe,  overcame  the  surprise  with  which  he 
woiiid  at  another  time  have  beheld  her  hanging  as 
familiarly  on  the  Tirm  of  a  stranger,  as  she  might 
have  dr>ne  upon  his  own, 

"I^nty,  my  dfiiT  ,  Lucy,  are  you  safe?— are  you 
well?"  were  theonlv  >vi?-ds.that  broke  from  him  as 
he  embraced  her  in  n-   i-u'. 

**I  am  wclL  ^ir,  di:'ii!.  God!  and  still  more  that  I 
ftee  you  i*o ,— bin  t(ii'=  ,■  itleman,"  she  said,  quitting 
his  tinn,  and  shnnkii-  from  him.  "what  must  he 
Think  of  n\e  T^  (ind  }u  r  ►  loqucnt  blood,  flushing  over 
nrvk  nml  brow^  ^poke  how  much  she  was  ashamed 
of  thi:  irtH^hm  mih  whirh  she  had  craved,  and  even 
com V  '111 'Jfl  I > i i* *i ^^^^  1  i^J t^ I >■ 

"ThisgetiTiL  ,ji-Ti,  j:.:J  Sir  William  Ashton,  "will, 
I  trust,  not  regret  the  trouble  we  have  given  him, 
when  I  assure  him  of  the  gratitude  of  the  Lord 
Keeper  for  the  greatest  service  which  one  man  ever 
rendered  to  another— for  the  life  of  my  child— for 
my  own  life,  which  he  has  saved  by  his  bravery  and 
presence  of  mind.    He  will,  I  am  sure,  permit  us  to 

^'R^uest  nothing  of  mb,  my  lord,"  said  the  stran- 
ger, in  a  stern  and  peremptory  tone;  "1  am  the 
blaster  of  Ravenswood." 

There  was  a  dead  pause  of  surprise,  not  unmixed 
X'ith  less  pleasant  faelings.  The  Master  wrapt  him- 
self in  h«a  cloak,  made  a  naughty  inclination  towards 
Lucy,  muttering  a  few  words  of  courtesy,  as  indis-  ■ 
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tinctly  heard  as  tbev  teemed  to  be  reluQtamly  utteml, 
and.  turning  from  tnem,  was  immediately  lost  in  im 
thicket 

"  The  Master  of  Ravenswood !"  said  the  Lord 
Keeper,  when  he  had  recovered  his  momentary  n^tsh- 
nishment— "Hasten  after  him— stop  him— beg  aim  to 
spetik  Co  me  for  a  single  moment." 

The  two  foresters  accordingly  set  off  m  pursuit  of 
the  stranger.  They  speedily  reappeared,  and,  in  an 
embarrassed  and  awkward  maimer,  said  the  gentle- 
man would'not  return.  The  Lord  Keeper  took  one  of 
the  fellows  aside,  and  questioned  him,  more  clofieijr 
what  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  had  said. 

"  He  just  said  he  wadna  come  back,"  said  the  man. 
with  the  caution  of  a  prudent  Scotchman,  who  cared 
not  to  be  the  bearer  of  an  unpleasant  errand. 

"He  said  somcthmg  more,  sir,"  saki  the  Loxd 
Keeper,  "  and  I  insist  on  knowing  what  it  was,** 

"VVhy,  then,  my  lord,*'  said  the  man,  looking 
down,  nc  said— But  it  wad  be  nae  pleasure  to  your 
lordship  to  hear  it,  for  I  daresay  the  Master  meant 
naem.'^ 

"  That's  none  of  your  concern,  sir ;  I  desire  to  hear  ^ 
the  ver>'  words.*' 

"Weel,  then,"  replied  the  man,  "he  said.  Tefl  Sir 
William  Ashton,  that  the  next  time  he  and  I  forjiatha, 
he  will  not  be  half  sae  blithe  of  our  meeting  a^  of  otur 
parting.* 

"Very  well,  sir,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "I  believe 
he  alludes  to  a  wager  we  have  on  our  nawks — it'iBM 
matter  of  no  consequence." 

He  turned  to  his  daughter,  who  was  by  this  timp 
so  much  recovered  as  to  oe  able  to  walk  home.  BuL 
the  effect  which  the  various  recollections,  conneclecT 
with  a  scene  so  terrific,  made  upon  a  mind  which  waii  * 
susceptible  in  an  extreme  degree,  was  more  perm^4 
nent  than  the  injury  which  her  nerves  had  sustained. 
Visions  of  terror,  both  in  sleep  and  in  waking  reveries, 
recalled  to  her  the  form  of  the  furious  animal,  and  the 
dreadfid  bellow  with  which  he  accompanied  his 
career;  and  it  was  always  the  image  of  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood,  with  his  native  nobleness  of  coun- 
tenance and  form,  that  seemed  to  interpose  betMrixt 
her  and  assured  death.  It  is,  perhaps,  at  all -times 
dangerous  for  a  young  person  to  suffer  recollcctbn  i^ 
dwell  repeatedly;,  and  with  too  much  complacency,  oo 
the  same  individual ;  but  in  Lucy's  situation  it  was 
almost  unavoidable.  She  had  never  happened  to  see 
a  young  man  of  mien  and  ^tures  so  romantic  and  so 
striking  as  young  Ravenswood ;  but  had  she  seen  9 
hundred  his  equals  or  his  superiors  in  those  particu- 
lars, no  one  else  could  have  been  linked  to  her  heart  bv 
the  strong  associations  of  remembered  danger  and 
escape,  01  gratitude,  wonder,  and  curiosity.  I  say 
curiosity,  for  it  is  hkely  that  the  singularly  restrainea 
and  unaccommodating  manners  of  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood, so  much  at  variance  with  the  natural 
expression  of  his  features  and  grace  of  his  deportment, 
as  they  excited  wonder  by  the  contrast,  had  the^ 
effect  m  riveting  her  attention  to  the  recollection. 
She  knew  littlaof  Ravenswood,  or  the  disputes  whicji 
had  existed  betwixt  her  father  and  his,  and  perhaps 
could  in  her  gentleness  of  mind  hardly  nave  comprop 
bended  the  angry  and  bitter  passions  which  they  had 
engendered.  But  she  knew  that  he  was  come  0^ 
noble  stem;  was  poor,  though  descended  from  the 
noble  and  the  wealthy ;  and  she  felt  that  she  could 
sympathise  with  the  feelings  of  a  proud  mind,  wbico 
umed  him  to  recoil  from  the  proffered  gratitude 
of^the  new  prdprietors  of  his  father's  house,  anjd 
domains.  Would  he  have  eoually  shunned  their 
acki^owledgments  and  avoided  their  intiniacy,  haq 
her  fathers  request  been  urged  more  mildly,  lese 
abruptly,  and  softened  with  the  grace  which  women 
80  well  know  how  to  throw  into  their  manner,  w.hea 
they  mean  to  mediate  betwixt  the  headlong  passions 
of  ttie  ruder  sex  7  This  was  a  perilous  question  to  ask 
her  own  mind— perilous  both  in  the  idea  and  in  its 
consequences. 

Lucy  Ashton,  in  short,  was  involved  in  thosd 
mazes  of  the  imagination  which  are  most  dangerous 
to  the  young  and  the  sensitive.  Time,  it  is  true^ 
absence,  change  of  scene  arid  new  faces,  might  pro- 
bably have  destroyed  the  illusion  in  her  instance  m 
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fi  lo^*  i1  m*^  in  mmy  olher^?  but  W  t^aidetico  ir- 
mainft^  Mihmryj  and  her  mind  without  iho^u  iinjflna 
Of  (£»$iipfiiutfi?  wi  pSe&aiaii  ri^oTu.  This  HolitWje 
mt*  diiiffiv  ow'iiig  10  ihe  Bbaencc  of  Lady  A  eh  ton, 
who  ^"is  at  tbiei  tmio  in  Edlnbutxht  wotrhm^  the 
|injpi^#  of  Boixie  PtntP-intrigwej  tne  Lohi  Kkpcr 
onlfY«6dv«d  society  oiu  of  policy  orostfuitation,  and 
wat  by  naiure  mther  nesfrred  iind  unaof^iabkj  and 
this  no  cavaii^r  Appeared  to  rival  or  to  obsciire  the 
ideil  picltrre  of  cKiviilrous  (^str^iknce  whicli  Lucy 
h^jEPiotimd  to  facrsolf  in  thi3  Mai>ic<r  of  Rnveti^wood. 
Waite  Lucy  indufc^d  tn  tiieee  drcEtTnfl,  she  made 
frrqiwjiT  viiiis  to  olii  blind  Alice,  hoping  it  woiild  be 
a  -  '  '  U'fld  her  to  talk  on  the  subject,  which  at  pre- 
m  hfid  90  ijfkpnidentiy  aJtuittt-d  to  nccirpy  bo 

h  poitkin  of  h*  T  thouEhia.    But  Afice  did  nut 

m  this  ^'^nieiiln.T  gratify  ti+  r  wishes  sjid  expccintii^nB. 
She  i^>ke  readily',  and  wiih  f'titlLctK^  fi'tling.  f!ortcem- 
»]?  the  fiUTidy  m  f^Ufrnl^  Uit  EOGnit>d  to  obflerve  nn 
eevf'd'tJ  and  cBultQua  ei].t?rice  on  the  ^ubjt^t  of  the 
pri'^pn  I  r^5  Feeeniafi v«.  The  li  itio  &h*  Aud  of  him  vv  u  4 
^  l»t  sltopprher  so  favouFoblc  a*  liUcy  Euid  anticippttri. 
j8!ns  lniu«d  tKat  he  Mfaa  of  a  stf^rti  «nd  unfcr^iiing 
cl'triicitrT  more  fvadjr  10  resprit  than  to  r^irdon  inju- 
li'  i  t  <itKl  Lucy  comhititd  with  ereat  aUrm  tht  hiiitu 
nSjirh  ^bo  now  i{roppc<l  of  thi-s^  dan^cn^ns  nimlitir^s, 
With  Aliec'e  advice  fa  Jicr  fniher.  eo  cnipbat^caUy 
OTMH  "tQ  bewsre  of  Rat(jjiswi>od. 

tktt  wry  RaT^^nswood,  of  w  hont  puch  unjuirt 

.  _  _j«ii»  bud  b«?ert  i^niertfiincd^  had,  nhnost  inmie- 

d^iidfy  aft^r  they  had  bi^en.  uuerftl,  confuted  ihtmi 

by  ^ymu  nt  Oflct  hor  father's  life  and  her  own*    Had 

•e  ttonrtMbtri  such  binck  nrien^^e  as  Ahce's  dark  hiiita 

.•^ttjeni  to  iridti  i^ti^,  no  df-i-d  of  liclwe  fpiilt  was  ncccH- 

f  ry  io  <hp  full  jfrrati  fieri  lion  of  ihttt  c?vii  pnesion-    Hfl 

Atshd^d  but  to  hrivt  withheld  for  an  inf^tunl  his  itidis^ 

I^^Qmble  and  €fli.'ft;vuassiatanc:p,  and  thp  object  of  his 

IT^^irinf'tit  rnijpt  have  ptrished,  without  any  dinict 

«?Hr™«Tgn  on  his  fjort,  by  n  dt-flth  Hiuwlly  fearful  and 

ttfiam.     Slie  conetEvtd,  therefony  that  somu  B*t?tet 

pr^udto«,  or  tbe  suatiiciotiB  inddcnt  to  slic  and  mis- 

fottutiei,  bad  led  Alice  ia  form  c^nclusion^tniiuii'iufi  to 

tba  thnieteK,  sod  iiieccindlable  both  witii  the  n^zjic- 

Mw  oandufi  and  noble  ffature«  of  the  Ma^tc^  of 

RaTOnswuod.    And  in  tbis  btlicf  Lucy  rcpostd  hiT 

"9(^  *ftd  'Wtmt  qn  weaving  htr  enchantt'd  wtb  of 

(riTf  immuit  aa  bf^utilul  and  I  ran  sit:  nt  ii»  the  filin  of 

.      w  t  KPiiMitntr,  when  it  is  r^farl^d  witli  the  niornif)^' 

^     d  w,  and  Kliumiehnfr  (0  the  ^un. 

F        Her  fatbr^,  in  fhrj  mean  whtli^  aa  well  pp  the  Mns> 

I       •f'r  of  RavtnjFUCM.Hl,  v.f..Ti*  ninkini;  rdkctionst  as  ftv- 

$^JeIl(  though  morf  folnl  thfin  thoaeof  Lucy,  npontbi! 

jnjE:iiUr  ^veJil  which  had  taken  ploc#.     The  Lonl 

Aw€ti«'e  ftrst  tafik^  whin  b«  returned  bfj^ie,  wtw  to 

j      i^i^rtaiij  by  tnedlcid  advice  lliat  his  daughter  bad 

f.     •  blamed  tut  injury  from  the  dwjgcnjus  ami  alortntng 

i      i^  ualinn  in  which  she  had  bt?cn  filaced,    Satii Be^l  on 

\      ti*|  ftroii*  he  prot^eidod  to  rsviso  the  inemonmda 

*      which  be  htwi  taktn  down  from  the  mouth  of  tha  per- 

'Jan  eniploy*}*!  tii  intemjpt  the  funtrai  sen  ice  of  tho 

tate  L(^  Raven&t^ood.    Bret!  to  casuiBtry^  and  wpII 

•jrt^tt>n»*?rl  to  prtiL'tipo  the  arnbitkxttr  inpi/niiity  of 

the  oar,  ii  coat  him  kttle  ti^nbie  to  £uften  ihe  ftatureii 

«  Uto  tumdt  which  be  had  b^n  &i  iLret  m  anxK>U44 

Jo-ntnuj  ate.    He  ptencbfd  to  his  colk agues  of  tho 

"Wf  Comieil  tlic  neceeeity  of  upiti^t  c<inciljaiory 

Incatum  with  youjig  men.,  wbose  hlockf  and  tt^niper 

^*^bot,  atid  their  cKpmeo CO  ot'  hk  liniit«L    He  dwl 

li«t  bflRiate  to  atliibute  eorae  oejiaure  to  liuj  conduct 

< '  Ine  officer^  aa  bavifiM  beefi  umiec^Bartlr  iiiitatlng. 

,,  iMa  wens  the  coatvats  of  hi«  pubhc  dei|)«tp|w»,^ 

;  f»»  Ivttem  whicit  be  wrote  to  thote  private  inenda 

'I'o  who«e  mnnagemeni  ihe  matter  was  hkeJy  to  ftdl. 

^  '>re  of  I  yet  m  ore  fa  vo  urabJo  lenor.    He  rtfire«  n  ted 

'it  tttiiiy  in  ihin  casi'  would  hit  w^uaUy  r><ihtic  and 

I  |wJar.  wheroaii,  i^uRsidunn;?  the  hiuh  rei^pii^t  with 

*JJjPitrily  cjtertifltsd  a«ain5*t  the  Master  of  Rayena- 
JJW  £qi  prwt^trtine  those  of  hia  fstbet  from  inttt- 
*P™^  wuuUJ  btj  vn  all  8 idea  mo^l  tmfaYourabtv 
*J'*'«»d-  Ami  fijinliy,  aasuniim^  the  lanigua^eofii 
2[Jffaua  and  bicli  apinicd  man*  \w  tttadeu  bis  par- 
ggjar. ji^aapt  Ibat  tbi*  alimr  ehouid  be  parsed  ovt-r 
^■Hi  wwn  ni>iic&  He  alludt'd  with  del iiAcy  to 
Vol.  UL 


tfaepfocBeamentio  which  he  hiiiiself  stood  with  yotmg 
Raveoswood,  as  having  succeeded  iii  the  long  trained 
litigation  by  which  the  fortunes  of  that  noble  house 
had  been  so  much  reduced,  and  confessed  it  would  be 
most  peculiarljr  acceptable  to  bis  own  feelings,  could 
he  find  means  in  some  sort  to  counterbalance  the  dis 
advantages  which  he  had.  occasioned  the  family, 
though  only  in  the  prosecution  of  his  just  and  lawfuj 
rigfatSb  He  therefore  made  it  his  Mrhcular  and  per- 
sonal request  that  the  matter  should  have  no  farther 
conseooences.  and  insinuated  a  desire  that  he  himself 
should  have  the  merit  of  having  put  a  stop  to  it  by  his 
favourable  report  and  intercession.  It  was  particularly 
remarkable,  that,  contrary  to  his  uniform  practice, 
he  made  no  special  communication  to  Lady  Ash  ton 
upon,  the  subject  of  the  tumult;  and  although  he 
mentioned  the  alonn  which  Lucy  had  received  from 
one  of  the  wild  cattle,  yet  he  gave  no  detailed  account 
of  an  incident  so  interesting  and  terrible. 

There  was  much  suipiise  among  Sir  William  Ash- 
ton's  potitical  friends  and  colleagues  on  receiving 
letters  of  a  tenor  so  unexpected.  Oil  comparing  notes 
together,  onesmikd,  one  put  up  his  eyebrows,  a  third 
nodded  acquiescence  in  the  ^neral  wonder,  and  a 
fourth  asked,  if  they  were  sure  these  were  all  the  let- 
ters the  Lord  Keeper  had  written  on  the  subject.  "  It 
mns  strangely  in  my  mind,  my  lords,  that  none,  of 
these  advices  contain  the  root  of  the  matter." 

But  no  secret  letters  of  a  contrary  nature  had  beea 
received,  although  the  question  seemed  to  imply  the 
poesibilitv  of  their  existence. 

*^WelV'  said  an  old  gray-headed  statesman,  who 
had  contrivecL  by  shifting  and  tnmming,  to  maintain 
his  post  at  the  steerage  through  all  the  changes  of 
course  which  the  vessel  had  held  for  thirty  years,  '*  I 
thoufl^t  Sir  Wilham  would  hae  verified  the  aula 
Scottish  saving,  *  as  soon  comes  the  lamb's  skin  to 
market  as  the  aiild  tup's.' " 

"  We  must  please  bun  after  his  own  fashion,"  said 
another^ "  though  it  be  an  unlooked-lbr  one." 

"A  wilful  man  maun  hae  his  way,"  answered  the 
old  coimsellor. 

"The  Keeper  will  rue  this  before  year  and  day  are 
out,"  said  a  third ;  "  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  is 
the  lad  to  wind  him  a  pirn."* 

"  Why,  what  would  you  do,  my  lords,  with  the  poor 
young  fellow  7"  said  a  noble  Marquis  present ;  ^'  the 
Lord  Keeper  has  got  all  his  estatee^ne  has  not  a 
cross  to  bless  himself  with." 

On  which  the  ancient  Lord  Turntippet  replied, 
*"  If  bs  hsioa  gear  to  fine, 
He  bas  ihina  to  pioe*'- 

And  that  was  omr  way  before  the  Revolution-rLut/ur 
cum  persona,  md  kura  nan  potest  eum  crumcnai-^ 
Hegh,  my  loitfa,  thaf  s  gude  law  Latin." 

"  1  can  see  no  niotive?'  replied  the  Marquis,  "that 
any  noble  lord  #sm  have  for  urging  this  matter  farther ; 
let  the  Lord  Keeper  hmre  the  power  to  deal  in  it  as  he 
pleases." 

"  Agree,  agree-reaut  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  with  any 
other  person  for  fashion's  tjakc—Lord  Hirplehooly, 
wh<^  is  bed-ridden— one  to  be  a  quorum—Make  your 
entry  in  the  minutes,  Mr.  Clerk— And  now^y  lof  ds, 
there  is  that  young  scattergood,  the  Laird  of  Bucklaw's 
fine  to  be  disponed  upoa-^I  suppose  it  goes  to  my 
Lord  Treasurer  1" 

"Shame  be  in  my  meal-poke,  then,"  exclaimed 
Lord  Ttuntippet,  "and  your  hand  aye  in  the  nook  of 
it!  I  had  set  tha^  down  for  a  by  bit  between  meal^ 
formyselL" 

E"To  use  one  of  yotir  favocirite  saws^  my  lord,'   re- 
lied die  Marquis,  "  you  are  like  the  miller's  do^  that 
cks  his  lips  before  the  bag  is  untied— the  man  is  not 
fined  yet"^ 

"  But  that  costs  but  twa  skarts  of  a  pen,"  said 
Lord  Tumtippet ;  "  and  surely  there  is  noc  noble  lord 
that  will  jiresume  tosay.  that  I  wha  hae  complied  wi* 
a'  comphancee,  tane  all  manner  of  tests,  abjured  all 
that  was  to  be  abjured,  and  sworn  a'  that  was  to  be 
sworn,  for  these  thirty  years  bypast,  sticking  fas;  by 

*  Vhid  kmafbm,  piovedtial  ftirprapariat  a  tronbleMHMb«- 

'  MMforMnipenon.  ^  ....w^ 

fi.$.  Lst  him  pay  with  his  pcnon,  who  oannot  paywithBls 
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mydntv  to  ihestatp,  throimh  good  report  and  bnd  re- 
port sliMildrm  line  someihini»  now  and  tlion  to  synJ 
mv  month  wi'  nftpr  sic  drouthy  wark  ?  Eh  V* 

^*  It  would  hf»  \ory  iinrtasonable  indeed,  my  lord," 
TTliu'l  tlio  Mrinu'^  " '»"''  w-c  either  thought  that 
your  lordshiii's  drouijht  was  iiuencliablc,  or  obsen'etl 
anv  thiriR  stick  in  your  throat  that  required  washinj? 
down." 

And  so  we  close  the  scene  on  the  Pnvy  Council  of 
that  period. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Fo!  thin  are  nil  Hh-w  wnrriun  come, 

'fu  lirnrnn  idlcialc  ; 
An<l  n'cr  our  (leatli-nrruototn'tl  arms. 

bliall  fiUy  taoH  prevail ) 

IIenrt  MAckktzib. 

Ok  ihe  evcnins;  of  the  day  when  the  T-onJ  Keepor 
and  his  dauirlitcr  were  savrnl  from  huch  initniiient 
p.M-i!,  two  slranuers  were  searwi  in  the  most  r^rivate 
apartini'Ht  of  a  Kmall  ob.«<ciiro  inn,  or  rather  alehouse, 
filled  llie  Tod'fl  Den,  nlnmi  three  or  four  niilfS  fn>ni 
thL'  f 'a?llf;  of  Kavenswood,  and  as  far  from  the  ruin- 
ous towtT  of  Wolfs  Cra«,  betwixt  which  two  places 
it  was  s?i mated. 

On*'  of  tlic-o  strancers  was  about  forty  >'ears  of 
aL?i\  tall,  and  thin  in  the  flanks  with  an  aquiline  nose, 
dark  pen etratini;  eves,  and  a  shrewd  but  sinister  cast 
of  countenance.  The  other  was  al>out  fifteen  years 
voun-^er,  short,  stout,  nnldy-faced.  and  red-hain-d, 
wi'ii  an  opr-n,  resolute,  and  cheerful  eye,  to  wliich 
can  less  and  fcarkss  freedom,  and  inward  darinsr, 
pave  fire  and  expression,  notwithstanding;  its  light 
jn-ay  colour.  A  stoup  of  wine,  (for  in  those  days  it 
was  8«^r\M  out  fmni  the  cn-^k  in  pewter  llaii.ins,) 
was  p!ac«'(l  on  the  table,  and  each  had  his  quai-zh  or 
bi«'ki.:r*  b.fort-  him.  Hut  there  was  little  appearance 
of  <'t)nvivialttv.  With  foldwl  arms,  and  looks  of 
anxioiis  expeetati<»n,  they  tvwl  each  othi.r  in  sil-.nce, 
eai'h  wrapt  in  his  own  thou«hts,  and  holding  no 
conimunii-afion  with  his  neighbour. 

.\t  lenL'^h  the  yoimwr  broke  silence  by  exclaiming. 
"  What  the  foul  tiendcan  detain  the  Master  so  long  ? 
he  mu.'t  have  misrarried  in  his  enterprise.— Why  did 
you  dissuade  me  from  goinj;  with  him  7" 

"  One  man  is  enouuli  to  ri?hi  his  own  wronsf," 
said  the  taller  and  ohler  personapre ;  "we  venture  our 
livLS  for  him  in  cominc  thus  far  on  such  an  errand." 

"  Vo'i  are  but  a  Taven  after  all,  Craia^enselt," 
nnswentl  the  yomiser.  "  and  that's  what  inuny  folk 
have  thought  j'ou  before  now." 

"Hut  what  none  has  dared  to  tell  me,"  said 
Crai^enir-lt.  laying  his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his  swonl ; 
"  and.  but  that  1  hold  a  hastv  man  no  better  than 
n  fool,  1  would"— he  paused  for  his  companion's 
an«»wer 

"  H'ouM  Yoti?"  said  the  other  cooly;  "and  why 
do  vou  no'  then  ?" 

f^rai^'i.nijelt  drew  his  cutlass  an  inch  or  two,  and 
th-n  returned  it  with  violence  into  the  scabbard- 
•'  !Jecaiisi'  there  is  a  deeper  stake  to  be  playerl  for, 
than  the  lives  of  twenty  harebrained  gowks  like 
>o:i  " 

"  Vou  arc  riaht  therfl."  siid  his  companion,  "  for 
if  it  were  not  that  thes-?  forfi?itures,  and  that  last  fine 
that  the  old  driveller  Tumtippit  is  trapina:  for,  and 
whieh.  I  daresay,  is  laid  on  by  this  tune,  have  fairlv 
driven  nie  om  of  liousi;  and  home,  I  were  a  coxcomb 
and  a  cucki>o  to  boot^  to  tnist  your  fair  promise's 
of  get  rim;  me  a  commission  in  the  Irish  brigade,— 
what  have  I  to  do  with  the  Irish  brigade?  I  am  a 
plain  Scotchman  as  mv  father  was  before  me ;  and 
r.u'  grand-aunt,  Lady  Girnington,  cannot  live  for 
ever." 

"  .Ay,  Rucklaw,"  obsen'cd  Craigengelt,  but  she 
Viay  live  for  many  a  long  day ;  and  for  your  father, 
ko  had  land  and  living,  kept  himself  close  from  wad- 
natters  and  mom'y- lenders,  paid  each  man  his  due, 
and  hvetl  on  his  own." 

*  Prinkins  run*  of  diffbrent  »i»«.  miide  out  of  ftiiTpB  hooped 
Af*//'(V-,,  Tlh--  yw/r*  wn-t  uivil  rhtoar  for  dnnkini;  wine  or 
wm/Kfr.-  If  mieht  hoH  nhout  n  fill,  timl  won  uCnu  eompoicd  of 
■»  troiM/  aad  curiou$iy  owaaouUtd  wiUi  «Uvcr. 


r     "  And  whose  fault  is  it  that  I  have  not  dona  w 

too?''  said  Bucklaw—" whose  but  the  devil's  aid 

'  yours,  and  sueh  like  as  you,  that  have  led  me  to  thi 

far  end  uf  a  fair  estate  7  and  now  I  shall  be  oblige^ 

I  suppose,  to  shelter  and  shiti  about  like  yourself— 

liveonc^  we*  k  upon  a  line  of  secret  intelligence  fron 

'  Saint  <>ermains— another  upon  a  ri^port  oi  a  rising  ia 

i  the    Highlands— get   my  bn^akfast   and   morning* 

j  draught  of  saek  from  old  Jacobite  ladieA.  aivl  ^tvi 

them  looks  of  my  old  wig,  for  the  Chevalier's  hair- 

.xeeond  my  friend  in  hi»  quarrel  till  he  comes  to  the 

field^  and  then  flinch  from  him  lest  so  imiwriant  • 

r>litieal  a^ent  should  perish  from  the  way.  All  thii 
must  do  lor  bread,  besides  calling  myself  a  capt^  .*" 

"  Vou  think  you  are  making  a  fine  speech  now," 
said  Craiifengelt,  "and  showing  much  wit  at  my 
expense.  Is  starring  or  hanging  belter  than  the 
life  I  am  obliged  to  lead,  because  the  pnseiit  lb^ 
tunes  of  the  king  cannat  Butficicntly  support  hit 
^voys  ?" 

"Starving is  honesier,  Craicengcit,  and  hanging!! 
like  to  be  the  end  on't— But  what  you  mean  to  maikf 
of  this  poor  fi-llow  Kavenswood,  I  know  not— he  has 
no  mom  y  left,  any  more  than  I— his  lands  are  aU 
pawnwl  and  pl<xiged,  and  the  interest  eats  up  the 
rents,  and  is  not  satisfuid,  and  what  do  you  liopeio 
make  by  meiidlin:;  in  his  affairs  ?" 

"CiinP  nt  your«<!f,  Hiicklaw;  I  know  my  businesii" 
replied  Craigengelt.  "  Hesifh.-s  that  his  name,  and  his 
father's  services  in  1GS1«,  will  make  such  on  acquisi- 
tion sound  well  both  nt  Versailles  and  Saint  Ger- 
mains— you  will  also  please  be  informed,  that  tht 
j  Master  of  llavenswooa  is  a  ver>'  dillerent  kind  of  a 
I  younir  fellow  from  y<)u.  He  has  parts  and  addrvsfl^ 
as  wi.'ll  as  courage  and  talents,  and  will  present  him- 
self abroad  like  a  voung  man  of  head  as  well  as  hear^ 
who  knows  S4)metliing  more  than  the  spiini  of  a  horse 
or  the  fiight  of  a  hawk.  I  have  lost  credit  of  late,  by 
bringing  over  no  one  that  had  sense  to  know  more 
than  how  to  unharbour  a  stag,  or  take  and  reclaim 
an  evi^-.a.  The  Master  has  education,  sense,  and 
pencf  ration." 

"And  yet  is  not  wise  enouch  to  escape  the  tricks 
of  a  kidnapper,  Craigcng»Ii  7"  nnlied  the  yonn.i:^ 
man.  "Hut  <Ion't  lie  an;:ry;  you  know  you  will  hot 
fight,  and  so  it  is  as  well  to  leave  your  Hilt  in  peace 
and  quiet,  and  t(  11  me  fn  solicr  guise  how  you  drewf 
the  Master  into  your  confidence  ?" 

"Hy  llatti-ring  his  love  of  vengeance,  Bucklaw," 
answere<l  Craiirengelt.  "He  ha.-*  always  distniit.-<l 
me,  but  I  watched  my  time,  and  struck  while  hia 
temiJ«T  was  red-hot  wi'th  the  8»»nse  of  insult  and  oi 
wrons.  He  iroes  now  to  expostulate,  as  he  says,  anil 
perhaps  thinks,  with  Sir  William  Ashton.  I  say.  that 
if  thev  met.  and  the  lawyer  puts  him  to  his  delencei 
the  Master  will  kdl  him';  for  he  had  that  S{)arkle  in 
his  eye  which  never  deceives  you  when  vou  wonld 
read  a  man's  pun>ose.  At  any  rate,  he  will  give  him 
such  a  bullying  ns  will  be  constnied  into  nil  assault 
on  a  privv-couneillor;  so  there  will  be  a  total  breach 
betwixt  him  and  government;  Scotland  will  l)etoa 
hot  for  him,  France  will  gain  him,  and  we  wll  m 
set  pail  lojrether  in  the  French  brig  L'Espoir,  whi».'h 
is  hovering  for  us  off  Evemoulh." 

"Content  am  I,"  said  Bucklaw;  "Scotland  has 
little  left  that  I  care  alwut;  and  if  earning  the  Mat- 
ter with  us  will  cet  us  a  better  receptfon  in  France, 
whv,  so  be  it,  a  Gotl's  name.  I  doubt  our  own  meriis 
will  nrocurens  slender  preferment;  and  1  trust  he  will 
senri  a  ball  through  the  KeejH?r'8  head  before  he  joim 
us.  One  or  two  of  these  scoundrt^l  statesmen  should 
be  sliot  onco  a-year,  just  to  keep  the  others  on  ibeir 
good  behaviour." 

"That  is  very  true,"  replied  Craigeneelt;  "and  it 
reminds  me  that  I  must  go  and  see  that  our  horsm 
have  been  fed,  and  an.*  in  readiness;  for,  should  such 
deeil  be  done,  it  will  he  no  time  for  grass  to  prow  be- 
neath their  heels."  He  nrocecflcd  ns  far  as  the  door, 
ihf^n  turned  back  with  a  look  of  earnestness,  and  said 
to  Hucklaw,  "Whatever  should  come  of  this  busine:^ 
I  am  sure  yon  will  do  me  the  justice  to  remcmbcf, 
that  I  said  fiothinc  to  the  Master  which  could  iinpif 
\  \w\'  accession  to  anv  act  of  violence  which  he  maf 
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*^No,  no,  not  a  single  word  like  occesnon,"  rsplied 
Boddaw;  "you  know  too  well  the  risk  belonging  to 
th^  tw^  terrible  words,  art  and  part"    Then,  aa  if 
to  nimseU;  he  recited  the  following  lines : 
'The  dud  spoke  not,  bat  itnuuU  riuewd 
And  pointed  full  upon  tbe  itroke  of  mwder. 
"What  la  that  you  are  talking  to  yoivselfT"  said 
Craisengelt,  turning  back  with  some  anxiety. 

**  Notmnff— only  two  lines  I  have  heard  upon  the 
stage,"  repued  his  oomiMuiion. 

*NBucklaw/'  said  Craigengelt,  "I  sometimes  think 
raa  should  nave  been  a  stage-player  yourself;  all  is 
ancv  and  (rolic  with  you." 

**!  have  often  thought  so  myself^"  said  Bucklaw. 
"I  believe  it  would  be  safer  than  acting  with  you  in 
the  Fatal  Conspiracy.— But  awav,  play  your  own  part, 
and  look  after  the  horses  like  a  gioom  as  you  are.— A 
play-acu>r— a  stage-player  V*  he  repeated  to  himself; 
that  wooid  have  deserved  a  stab,  but  that  Craigen- 
gelt's  a  coward— And  yet  I  should  like  the  profession 
well  enoogh — Stay— let  me  see— ay— I  would  come 
out  in  Alexander^ 

*Tbns  fh>in  the  grave  I  rite  to  mve  rnjr  lore, 
Drmw  ell  youriworda,  end  qelck  oe  lighuiinciBOve  | 
Whea  I  rush  on,  eiue  none  will  dare  to  star, 
"Tie  leve  eommanda,  and  glorj  leads  tiie  wajr.*  ** 

As  with  a  voice  of  thunder,  and  his  hand  upon  his 
tword,  Bucklaw  repeated  the  ranting  couplets  of  poor 
Lee,  Craigengelt  re-entered  with  a  face  of  alarm. 

"We  arc  undone,  Bucklaw  1  the  Masters' s  led  horse 
has  cast  himself  over  his  halter  in  the  stable,  and  is 
dead  lame— his  hackney  will  be  set  up  with  the  day's 
work,  and  now  he  has  no  fresh  horse;  he  will  never 
get  ok" 

.  "  E^ad,  there  will  be  no  moving  with  the  speed  of 
tightmng  this  bout,"  said  Bucklaw,  drily.  "  But  stay, 
vou  can  give  him  yours." 

**  What !  and  be  taken  myself  1  I  thank  yOQ  for  the 


proposal,"  said  Craigengelt 
^^^y,"  replied  BucWav, 
should  nave  met  with  a  mischance,  which  for  my 


replied^uckiaw,  "if  the  Lord  Keeper 


part  I  cannot  suppose,  for  the  Masterjs  not  the  lad  to 
shoot  an  old  and  unarmed  man— but  (/*  there  should 
have  been  a  fray  at  the  Castle,  you  are  neither  art 
DOT  part  in  it,  you  know,  so  have  nothing  to  fear." 

Tni€^  true,"  answered  the  other,  with  embarrass- 
ment;  "but  consider  my  commission  from  Saint 
Germama" 

"Which  many  men  think  is  a  commission  of  your 
own  making,  noble  captain.— Well,  if  you  will  not 

give  him  your  horsey  why,  d n  it,  he  must  have 

mme." 
"  Yours  r*  said  Craigengelt 

Av,  mine,"  repeated  Bucklaw ;  "  it  shall  never  be 
nid  that  I  agreed  to  back  a  gentleman  in  a  little  affair 
of  honour,  and  neither  helped  him  on  with  it  nor  off 
from  it." 

. "  You  will  give  him  your  horse?  and  have  you  oon- 
■deredthek)SBr 

Lose!  why,  Gray  Gilbert  cost  me  twenty  Jaco- 
iKises,  that's  true;  out  then  his  hacknev  is  worth 
■omething,  and  his  Black  Moor  is  worth  twice  as 
jnuch  were  he  sound,  and  I  know  how  to  handle  him. 
Take  a  fat  suckinir  mastiff  whelp,  flay  and  bowel  him, 
■tuff  the  body  full  of  black  and  gray  snails,  roast  a 
J^sonable  time,  and  baste  with  oil  or  spikenard,  saf- 
noiL  cinnamon  and  honey,  anoint  with  the  dripping, 
working  it  in" : 

Yes,  Bueklaw ;  but  in  the  mean  while,  before  the 

■Pjfjun  is  cured,  nay,  before  the  whelp  is  roasted,  you 

■u  /*  c»HKht  and  hung.    Depend  on  it,  the  chase 

Will  be  hardafter  Ravenswood.    I  wish  we  had  made 

•"  pjace  of  rendezvous  nearer  to  the  coast" 

On  my  faith,  then,"  said  Bucklaw,  "I  had  best 
8©  off  just  now,  and  leave  my  horse  for  him— Slay, 
w«y,  he  comes,  I  hear  a  horse's  feet" 

Are  you  sore  there  is  only  one?"  said  Craigen- 
^l(  i  "  I  fear  there  is  a  chase;  I  think  I  hear  three  or 
|oiir  galloping  together— I  am' sure  I  hear  mors  horses 
ttjnooe.** 

Pooh,  pooh,  it  is  the  wench  of  the  hooae  datter- 
^  to  the  well  m  her  pattena  By  my  faith,  Captain, 
tOu  mould  give  op  both  your  captainship  and  your 
^^^nt  service^  for  you  areas  eaaly  scared  as  a  wild- 


goose.    But  here  comes  the  Master  alone,  and  looking 
as  glooiny  as  a  night  in  November." 

'The  Master  of  Kavenswood  entered  the  room  ac- 
cordingly, his  cloak  mumed  around  him,  his  arms  fold- 
ed, his  looks  stem,  and  at  the  same  time  dejected.  Ho 
flung  his  cloak  from  him  as  he  entered,  threw  himself 
upon  a  chair,  and  appeared  sunk  in  a  profound  reverie. 

"What  has  happened?  What  have  you  done?" 
was  hastily  demanded  by  Craigengelt  and  Bucklaw 
in  the  same  moment 

"  Nothing,"  was  the  short  and  sullen  answer. 

"  Nothing  ?  and  left  us,  determhied  to  call  the  old 
villain  to  account  for  all  the  injuries  ihatyou,  we,  and 
the  country,  have  received  at  his  hand?  Have  yoa 
seen  him?" 

"I  have,'*  replied  the  Master  of  Ravenswood. 

"  Seen  hhn  ?  and  come  away  without  setthng  scores 
which  have  been  so  long  doe  ?"  said  Bucklaw ;  '*  I 
would  not  have  expected  that  at  the  hand  of  the  Mu- 
ter of  Ravenswood." 

"No  matter  what  you  expected  *'  replied  Ravens- 
wood ;  "  it  is  not  to  you,  sir,  that  I  shall  be  disoosed 
to  render  any  reason  for  my  conduct" 

"Padenoe,  Bucklaw.'*  said  Craigengelt,  mtemi|i»> 
ing  his  companion,  who  seemed  about  to  make  an 
angry  reply.  "The  Master  has  been  interrupted  in 
his  purpose  by  some  accident:  but  he  must  excuse 
the  anxious  curiosity  of  fiiends,  who  are  devoted  to 
his  cause  likeyou  and  me." 

"Friends,  Cfaptain  Craigengelt!'*  retorted  Bavena- 
wood,  haughtily;  "I  am  ignorant  what  fafniliarity 
has  passed  oetwixt  us  to  entitle  you  to  use  that  ex- 
pression. I  think  our  friendship  amounts  to  this,  that 
we  agreed  to  leave  Sdotland  together  so  soon  as  I 
should  have  visited  the  alienated  mansion  of  my 
fathers,  and  had  an  interview  with  its  present  poseea- 
sor.  I  will  not  call  him  proprietor." 

*'Very  true,  Master,"  answered  Bucklaw  j  "andaa 
we  thought  you  had  a  mind  to  do  something  to  put 
your  neck  in  jeopardy,  Craigie  and  I  very  courteously 
ajgreed  to  tarry  for  you.  although  ours  might  run  some 
nsk  in  consequence.  As  to  Craigie»  indeed,  it  does  noC 
very  much  signify,  he  had  sallows  written  on  his  brow 
in  the  hour  of  his  birth;  but  I  should  not  like  to  dia- 
credit  my  parentage  by  coining  to  such  an  end  ia 
another  man's  cause." 

"Gentlemen,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  "I 
am  sorry  if  I  have  occasioned  you  any  inconvenience^ 
but  I  must  claim  the  right  of  jud^ng  what  is  best  for 
my  own  affairs,  without  rendenng  explanations  to 
any  one.  I  have  altered  my  mind,  and  do  not  desita 
to  leave  the  country  this  season." 

"Not  to  leave  the  country.  Master!"  exclaimed 
Craigengelt  "Not  to  go  over,  after  all  the  trouble 
and  expense  I  have  incurred— after  all  the  risk  of  dis- 
covery, and  the  expense  of  freight  and  demurrage  V* 

"  Su*,"  replied  the  Master  ofRavenswood,  "  whea 
I  designed  to  leave  this  country  in  this  haste,  I  made 
use  or  your  obliging  ofier  to  procure  me  means  of  con- 
veyance:  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  pledged  myself 
to  go  off,  if  I  found  occasion  to  alter  my  mind.  For 
your  trouble  on  my  accoimt  I  am  sorry,  and  I  thank 
x^      -       ,     ,    ^H-."  Tin  added,  putting  his  hand  into 

Li^  I l^:-\  "iL.hu:[^  ;i  inore  solid  compensation^ 

frv  ^hr  fiiv\  di  ]llll^^;]^^  ;Lretnatters  with  which  I  am 
unfior^LmititL^I,  I'at^ruji  C  raigengelt,  but  take  my  purse 
and  pL^v'  y']Nr?elf  accfvn:liTig  to  your  own  conscience." 
And  [iccoffim^ly  h^  tendisred  a  purse  with  some  gold 
in  It  to  iha  voi-ntftnnt  cRjitain. 

Ftiit  here  Bucklrtw  iiiturposed  m' his  turn.  "Yom 
fiOF^^m,  Crnigii?,  eoctn  t^vitch  for  that  same  piece  of 
smvii  net- work,"  said  be;  "but  I  make  my  vow  to 
Qor? .  r  h  fl  li  f  r  hfiy  ofh  r  to  c  lose  upon  it,  I  will  chop  them 
ofi  with  my  w1i i n ger.  S ince  the  Master  has  cfaanaed 
hu  n>iiid^  I  »uppoii»o  wc  need  stay  here  no  longer;  out 
in  r he  first  pintle  I  beg  It  ave  to  tell  hhn" 

"  Ti^ll  him  anr  thu^i;  /ou  will,"  said  Craigengelt, 
"if  yffu  will  flTHt  al  tow  rue  to  state  the  inconveniences 
to  which  ho  will  Qx\Kim  himself  by  quitting  our  soci- 
et\\  ujt  remind  him  of  ihn  obstacles  to  his  remaining 
h<  r '.  nnd  of  the  dimouJinis  attending  his  proper  intro» 
dciiion  nt  Versiiillf's  nni  Saint  Germaina,  withou* 
tho  couTTtenance  of  t]vj^  who  havo  ettablifhed  vsefiil 
oonnezion&" 


ta 
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**  Beddea  feHeithlff  ihe  theodahip,"  said  Bodilmw, 
"of  at  least  one  man  of  apirit  and  honour." 

**  Gentlemen,"  said  Ravenswood,  "permit  me  once 
more  to  assure  you,  that  yon  hare  been  pleased  to 
attach  to  our  teropo>rary  oonnezioQ  more  importance 
than  I  ever  meant  that  it  shonkl  have.  When  I  repair 
to  foreijpi  courts,  I  shall  not  need  the  introduction  of 
an  intriguing  adventurer,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  me  to 
set  vahie  on  the  fhendsbip  of  a  hot-headed  bully." 
With  these  words,  and  without  waiting  for  an  answer, 
he  left  the  apartment,  remounted  his  liorse,  and  was 
heard  to  nde  off. 

""Mortbleu!"  said  Captain  Craigengeh,  "myrecniit 

"  Av,  Captain,"  said  Bucklaw,  "  the  salnKm  is  off 
with  hook  and  all.  Bat  I  will  after  him,  for  I  have 
bad  more  of  bis  insolence  than  I  can  well  digest" 

Craigengelt  offered  to  accompaay  him :  but  Buck- 
law  replied,  "No,  no,  captain,  keep  you  |fae  cheek  of 
the  chimnejf-nook  tilll  come  bade;  it's  good  Bleeping 
-in  a  hnfll  skin. 

'Littto  iMiit  ^s  raid  wife  that  littbr  the  fire;. 
How  cauld  the  wind  bUwi  in  burlA-burle  cwu*.* " 

And  singing  as  he  went,  h^  left  the  apartment. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


Kow,  Bniy  Bewick,  keep  good  heart. 
And  of  thy  talkinir  let 


9  be; 


lepl 
call 


Btit  if  thou  tct «  man,  oal  «itt  Mre  thotturt, 
Cone  over  the  dike  and  flaht  with  me. 

OldBaUad, 

The  Master  of  BUvenswood  had  mounted  the  am- 
bling hackney  which  he  befi:)re  rode,  on  finding  the 
accident  which  had  happened  to  his  led  horse,  and, 
for  the  animal's  ease,  was  proceeding  at  a  alow  pace 
&nm  the  Tod's  Den  towards  his  old  tower  of  Wolfe 
Crag,  when  he  heard  the  galloping  of  a  horse  behmd 
him,  and,  looking  back,  percetved  that  he  was  pur- 
sued by  young  Bucklaw,  who  had  been  delayed  a  few 
minutes  in  the  pursuit  by  the  irresistible  temptation  of 
giving  the  hostler  at  the  IW'e  Den  some  recipe  for 
treatmg  the  lame  horse.  This  brief  delay  he  had  made 
op  by  hard  galloping,  and  now  overtook  the  Master 
where  the  road  traversed  a  waste  moor.  "  Halt,  sir," 
cried  Bucklaw;  "I  am  no  poUtical  agent— no  Cap- 
tain Craigengelt,  whose  life  is  too  important  to  be 
hazarded  m  defence  of  his  honour.  I  am  Frank  Hay- 
Bton  of  Bucklaw.  and  no  man  injures  me  by  wora, 
deed,  sign,  or  look,  but  he  must  render  me  an  account 
of  it.*' 

"Th\s  is  all  very  well,  Mr.  Havston  of  Bucklaw," 

ilied  the  Master  of  Ravenewood,  in  a  Cone  the  most 

m  and  indifierent;  "but  I  have  no  quarrel  with 
fott,  and  desire  to  have  none.  Our  roads  homeward, 
as  we]l  as  our  roads  throug^h  life,  lie  in  different  di- 
fections ;  there  is  no  occasion  Uk  us  crosODg  each 
other."  ^^ 

"  Is  there  not  ?"  said  Bucklaw,  impetuouriy.  "  By 
Heaven !  but  I  say  that  there  is»  though— you  called 
us  intriguing  adventurers." 

"  Be  correct  in  your  recollection,  Mr.  Heyston ;  it 
was  to  your  companion  only  I  applied  that  epithet, 
and  you  Know  him  to  be  no  better." 

*'  And  what  then  t  H6  was  my  companioD  for  the 
time,  and  no  man  shall  insult  my  companion,  right  or 
wrong,  while  he  is  in  my  company." 

"^TbeOfMr.  Hayston/'  replied  Ravenswood,  widi 
^he  same  composure,  "  you  shoald  choose  yoifr  soci- 
ety better,  or  you  are  like  to  have  much  work  m  your 
capacity  of  their  champion.  Go  home,  sir,  sleep,  and 
have  more  reason  in  your  wrath  to-morrow.'^ 

''Not  so,  Master,  yon  have  mistaken  your  man; 
high  airs  and  wise  saws  shall  not  carry  it  off  thus. 
Besides,  you  termed  me  bully,  arud  you  shall  retract 
Ibe  word  before  we  part" 

"Faith,  scarcely,*'  said  Bavenswood,  "unkserou 
I  how  me  better  reason  for  thinking  myself  mistakien 
ihanyoii are  now prodooiiig." 

"llien.  Master,"  said  BucUaw,  ^*thoug|i  I  should 
oe  sorry  to  o&r  it  to  a  man  of  your  quality,  €  you  will 
oot  justify  yourmoiviiity,  or  retract  it,  or  name  a  place 
«f  ineetmft  yoa  muatiiew  aadeigo  tbe  hard  word  and 
the  hard  blow." 


ICifAP.  Txri 

"Neither  wfli  be  naeesaary,"  said  Ravenawood 
"I  am  satisfied  with  what  I  have  done  to  avoid  ms9 
afiair  with  yon.    If  you  are  serious,  this  place  iPviU 
serve  as  well  as  anotna-."  * 

, "  DisoMMjDt  then,  and  draw,"  said  Bucklaw,  set  Cm^ 
him  an  example.  ^I  always  thought  and  aaid  jrou 
were  a  pretty  man  1 1  should  be  sorry  to  icporC  you 
otherwise." 

."  Yoa  shall  have  od  reason,  sir,"  said  Ravenawood, 
alighting,  and  putting  himself  into  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. 

Their  swords  crossed,  and  the  combat  commenced 
with  great  spirit  on  the  part  odf  Bucklaw,  wbo  wbm 
well  accustomed  to  affairs  of  the  kind,  and  distixk- 
guished  by  address  and  dexterity  at  his  weapon.    In 
the  present  case,  however,  he  did  not  use  his  aiull  to 
advantage ;  for,  having  lost  temper  at  the  oool  and 
contemptuous  manner  hi  which  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood  had  long  reiused,  and  at  length  granted 
him  satisfaction,  and  urged  by  his  impatience,  be 
adopted  the  part  of  an  assailant  with  inooqsidttvtft 
eagerness.    The  Master^  with  equal  skill,  and  mueb 
greater  composure,  remamed  chiefly  on  the  defensive, 
and  even  declined  to  avafl  himself  of  one  or  two 
advantages  afibrded  him  by  the  eagerness  of  his  ad- 
versary.   At  length,  in  a  desperate  lunge,  which  he 
fbllowed  with  an  attenipt  to  cbse,  Bucklaw's  foot 
slipped,  and  he  fell  on  the  short  grassy  turf  on  whicb 
they  were  fighting.    "Take  your  life,  sii^"  said  tba 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  "and  mend  it  if  you  can.*' 

"It  would  be  but  a  cobbled  piece  of  woik,  I  fear^** 
said  Bucklaw.  risizig  slowly  and  gathering  up  hia 
sword,  much  less  diaconfterted  with  the  issue  of  the 
combat  than  could  have  been  expected  from  the  im . 
petuositv  of  his  temper.  "I  thank  you  for  my  hfe^ 
Master,  he  pursued.  "  There  is  my  hand,  I  bear  no 
ill-will  to  you,  -either  for  my  bad  luck  or  your  better 
swordmanrfiip." 

The  Master  looked  steadily  at  him  for  an  instant 
then  extended  his  hand  to  him.— "  Bucklaw,''  he 
said,  "  you  are  a  generous  fellow,  and  I  have  oooa 
you  wrong.  I  heartily  ask  ypur  pardon  for  the  ex- 
pression iraich  ofiend^  yon;  it  was  hastily  and 
mcautiously  uttered,  and  I  am  convinced  it  is  totally 
misapplied.^' 

"Are  you  indeed.  Master?"  said  Bu<^law,  his  face 
resuming  at  once  its  natural  expression  of  light- 
hearted  carelessness  and  audacity;  "that  is  more 
than  I  expected  of  you  i  for,  Master,  men  say  you 
are  not  ready  to  retract  your  opinions  and  your  Ian* 

^^ot  when  I  have  well  considered  them,"  said 
the  Master. 

"  Then  you  are  a  Uttle  wiser  than  I  am,  for  I  al- 
ways give  my  friend  Bati8factk>n  first,  and  explana- 
tion alterwarda  If  one  of  us  falls,  all  accounts  ara 
settled ;  if  not,  men  are  never  so  ready  for  peace  at 
after  war.-^But  what  does  tliat  bawling  brat  of  a  boy 
wanti"  said  Bucklaw.  "I  wish  to  Heaven  he  had 
come  a  few  minutes  sooner  1  and  yet  it  must  have 
been  ended  some  time,  and  perhaps  this  way  is  as 
well  as  any  other." 

As  he  spoke,  the  boy  he  mentioned  came  up,  cod* 
gelling  an  ass,  on  which  he  was  mounted,  to  the  top 
of  its  speed,  and  sendmg.  hke  one  of  Ossian's  heioeii^ 
his  voice  beibre  him, —  Gentlemen,— gentlemen,  save 
yourseWesJ  for  the  gudewife  bade  us  tell  ye  ihm 
were  folk  in  her  house  had  taen  Captain  Crai 
and  were  seating  for  Bucklaw,  and  that  ye  I 
to  ride  &r  it."  . 

"  Bv  my  fiEuth,  and  that's  very  true,  my  man,"  said 
Bucklaw;  "and  there^s  a  silver  sixpence  for  yoor 
news,  and  I  would  g^ve  anv  man  twice  as  much 
would  tell  me  which  wtiy  I  mould  ride." 

"That  will  I  Bucklaw,"  said  Ravenswood;  "rids 
home  to  WolrB  Crag  with  me.  There  are  places  in 
the  old  tower  where  yon  might  lie  hid,  were  a  thou- 
sand men  to  tesk  you.'' 

"But  that  wiU  kiiag  you  into  trouble  yourscl£  Mas* 
ter ;  and  unless  you  be  m  the  Jacobite  scriq>ealr6aay 
it  is  quite  needier  1for  me  to  dragyou  in." 

"Not  a  whit  t  I  htave  nothing  to  fear." 

"Then  I  will  ride  with  you  blithely,  for,  to  say  th« 
'    '   '  ■  that  Ciar' 


Ini^  I  do  not  kaow  (he  fendeavous 


<^mp$ 
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I  wafltogii^0uatothkini^t;aiidlmi8iir8  that,  if  he 
is  takso,  ke  will  teC  all  the  truth  of  me,  and  t^irenty 
liee  of  you,  in  opder  to  save  bimflelf  from  the  with^'^ 
Th9f  mooBtad,  and  rode  off  in  oompanv  accord- 
in^y,  striking  oB*  the  ordinary  load,  and  hoklinK 
their  way^y  wnld  moorteh  unft^qsent^  paths,  with 
which  the  gentlemen  were  weU  aequawted  from  the 
exerose  of  the  chase,  bat  throogpi  which  others 
would  have  had  much  difficulty  m  tracinff  their 
course.  They  rode  for  some  time  in  silence,  making 
such  haste  as  the  condition  of  Ratenswood's  horse 
permitted,  until  iug)it  having  gradually  closed  around 
them,  they  diBconluiued  their  speed,  both  from  the 
di£culty  of  diacovenng  their  path)  and  from  the 
hope  that  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit  or 
oMervalaon. 

"And  now  that  we  haYodra^wn  bridle  abit,**  said 
Bttcklaw,  "I  would  foin  ask  you  a  question,  Master.'' 
^'Aak,  and  weloome,"  said  Ravenswood,  "butfor- 
give  mv  not  anawering  it.  unless  I  think  proper." 
/'  WdL  it  is  amply  this,**  answered  hia  late  antago- 
luaL— "What,  in  the  name  of  old  Sathan,  could 
malw  you,  who  stand  so  highly  on  your  reputation, 
think  for  a  moment  of  drawing  up  with  sncn  a  rogue, 
as  Craigengelt,  and  such  a  scape-grace  as  folk  call 
Bocklaw  T*^ 

"  Simply,  becai^  I  was  desperate,  and  sought  des- 
perate associates." 

"  And  what  made  you  break  off  from  us  at  the  near- 
est 1"  again  demanded  Bucklaw. 

'  Because  I  had  changed  my  mind,"  said  the  Has- 
tei;  and  renounced  my  enterprise,  at  least  for  the 
present  And  now  that  I  have  answered  your  qnes- 
tioDs  fairly  and  frankly,  teH  me  what  makes  you 
ajspctate  with  Craigengelt,  so  much  beneath  you 
both  in  birth  and  in  spirit?" 

"In  plain  terms,"  miswered  Booklaw,-  "because  I 
am  a  fool  who  have  gambled  awayr  my  laad  in  these 
times.  My  grand-aunt,  Lady  Gimmgton,  nas  taen  a 
new  tack  of  life  I  think,  and  I  could  only  hope  to  get 
something  by  a  change  of  government.  Cragie  was  a 
Sim  of  gajouing  acquaintance ;  he  saw  ray  condition ; 
and,  as  the  de^  is  always  at  one's  elbow,  told  me 
fifty  lies  about  his  credentiab  from  Versailles,  and  his 
iQteiest  at  Saint  Grermaihs,  promised  me  a  captain's 
coounission  at  Paris,  and  I  have  been  ass  enough  to 
put  my  thumb  under  his  belt.  I  daresay,  by  this  time, 
he  has  told  a  dozen  pretty  stones  of  me  to  the  govern- 
ment And  this  is  what  I  have  got  by  wine^  women, 
and  dice,  cocks,  dogs,  and  horses." 

Yes,  Bucklaw,''^ said  the  Master,  "you  have  in- 
deed nourished  in  your  bosom  the  snakes  that  are 
aow  stmging  you." 

"  That  s  home  as  well  as  true,  Master,"  replied  his 
compamon ;  "but»  by  your  leave,  you  have  nursed  in 

C  bosom  one  great  goodly  snake  that  has  swal- 
d  all  the  rest,  and  is  as  sure  to  devbur  you  as  my 
naif  dozen  are  to  make  a  meal,  on  all  that's  left  ci 
pueklaw,  which  is  but  What  lies  between  bonnet  and 
boot-bed." 

"  \  "u"?  '^^^  answered  the  Master  of  Rav,ens- 
yooo,  challenge  the  freedom  of  speech  in  which  I 
n^re  set  exaniple.  What,  to  speak  without  ^  meta- 
phor, do  you  call  this  monstrous  passion,  which  you 


,  revenge  {  which,  if  it  be  as 

__^  ^  _^„  ,^  wine  and  wassail,  with  their 

^  ttstenw,  is  equally  unchristian,  and  not  so  blood- 
^  It  IS  better  bitaking  a  park-pale  to  watch  a  doe 
or^damsel,  than  to  shoot  an  old  man-" 
^I  denv  the  purpose,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
T^  On  my  soul,  I  had  no  such  intention;  I 
°*^t  but  to  confront  the  oppressor  ere  I  Itft  my 
pauve  land,  and  imbraid  him  wUh  his  tyranny  and 
Ir  consequences.   I  would  have  stated  my  wrongs  so 

!!  v"^  wouki  have  shaken  his  soul  within  him." 
COUPS'    ^"^^''•^  Bucklaw,  "and  he  would  nave 


todeath.' 

^Consider  the  provocation^"  answoed  Ravens- 
r^jT,  consider  the  ruin  and  death  procured  and 
^""*M  by  hii  hard-hearted  drualty— ananciemhoose 


destii>yed<anaflBetx>Baiefiithsi'nnBrdered!  Wliy,iQ 
our  old  Scottish  dasrs,  he  that  sat  qmet  under  such 
wrongs,  woald  have  been  hsld  neither,  fit  to  back  a 
friena  Borface  a  foe." 

"  Well,  Master,  I  am  glad  to  see  ^at  the  devil  deals 
as  cimning^y  with  other  folk  as  \\e  deals  with  mei  ^ 
for  whenever  I  am  about  to  comrmt  any  folly,  heper^ 
suades  oiia  it  is  the  most  necessary  gallant,  gentle- 
man-like thing  on  earth,  and  1  am  up.  to  saddlegirtha 
m  the  bog  before  I  see  that  the  ground  is  soft    And 

you,  Master,  might  have  turned  out  a  murd a 

homicide.  Just  out  of  pure  respect  for  yomr  father's 
memory." 

"There  is  more  sense  in  your  language,  Bucklaw," 
replied  the  Master,  "than  might  have  been  expected 
from  your  conduct  It  is  too  tnie,  our  vices  steal 
upon  us  in  forms  outwardly  as  fair  as  those  of  die 
demons  whom  the  superstitious  represent  is  intrigt- 
mg  with  the  human  race,  and  are  not  discovered^in 
their  native  hideousness  imtil  we  have  clasped  them 
in  our  arms." 

"  But  we  may  throw  them  from  us,  though."  said 
Bucklaw,  "  and  that  is  what  I  shall  think  of  doii^l 
one  of  these  days,— that  is,  when  old  Lady  Giming- 
ton  dies." 

"  Did  yon  ever  hear  the  expression  of  the  English 
divine  T'  said  Ravenawood"" '  Hell  is  paved  with 
good  intentions'— as  much  as  to  say,  they  are  mors 
often  formed  than  executed." 

"WeU,"  repUed  Bucklaw,  "but  I  wiU  begin  this 
blessed  night,  and  have  determined  not  to  drink 
above  one  quart  of  wine,  unless  your  claret  be  of 
extraordinanr  quaUty." 

"  You  v(rilf  find  little  to  tempt  you  at  Wolf  s  Crag," 
said  the  Master.  "I  know  not  that  I  ean  promise 
you  more  than  the  shelter  of  my  roof  f  all,  and  mors 
than  all,  our  slock  of  wine  and  provisions  was  ex- 
hausted at  the  late  occasion." 

"  Long  m9j  it  be  ere  mx>visioo  is  needed  for  the 
like  purpose,'^  answered  Bucklaw;  "but  you  shoukl 
not  drink  up  the  last  flask  at  a  dirge;  there  is  ill  hick 
in  that."  .       i 

"  lliere  id  ill  luck,  I  think,  in  whatever  belongs'to 
me,"  said  Raveoswood.  "  But  yonder  is  Wolf's  Crag, 
ana  whatever  it  still  contains  is  at  jrour  service." 

The  roar  of  the  sea  had  long  announced  their  ap- 
proach to  the  clif&,  on  the  summit  of  which,  like  toe 
nest  of  some  sea-eagle,  the  founder  of  the  fortalioe 
had  perched  his  eyry.  The  pale  moon,  which  had 
hitherto  been  contending  with  flitting  cloutls,  now 
shone  out,  and  gave  them  a  view  of  the  solitary  an(^ 
naked  tdwen  situated  on  a  projecung  cliff  that  bee- 
tled on  the  GWman  Ocean.  On  three  sides  the  rock 
was  precipitous  (  on  the  fourth,  which  was  that  to- 
wards the  land,  it  had  been  originally  fenced  by  an 
artificial  ditch  and  drawbridge,  but  the  latter  was 
)>rok6n  down  and  ruinous,  ana  the  former  had  been 
in  part  filled  up,  so  as  to  allow  passage  for  a  horse* . 
man  into  the  narrow  court-yard,  encircled  on  two 
sides  with  low  offices  and  stables,  partly  ruinous,  and 
closed  on  the  landward  front  by  a  low  embattled 
wall,  while  the  remaining  side  of  the  quadrangle  was 
occupied  by  the  tower  itself;  which,  tall  and  narrow, 
and  nuilt  of  a  grayish  stone,  stood  glimmering  in  the 
moonlight,  like  the  sheeted  spectre  of  some  hn^ 
giant  A  wilder  or  more  disconsolate  dwelUng,  it 
was  peihaps  difficult  to  conceive.  The  sombrous 
and  heavy  sound  of  the  billows,  successively  dashing 
agamat  the  rocky  beach  at  a  profound  distance  be- 
neadi,  was  to  ths  ear  what  the  landscape  was  to  the 
eye— a  symbol  of  unvaried  and  monotonous  melan*^ 
cnoly,  not  nnmingled  with  horror. 

Although  the  night  was  not  far  advanced,,  there 
was  no  sign  of  livmg  inhabitant  about  this  forlorn 
abdde,  excepting  that  dne,  and  only  one,  of  the  nar- 
row and  stanenelled  windoMrs  which  apoeared  at 
irregular  he^ts  and  distances  m  the  walls  of  the 
building,  showed  a  small  glimmer  of  Ught 

"There,"  said  Ravenswood,  "sits  the  only  male 
domestic  that  remains  to  the  house  of  Ravens  wooa; 
and  it  is  well  that  he  does  remam  there,  since  other- 
wise, we  had  little  hope  to  find  either  light  or  fhcw 
But  follow  me  cautiously;  the  road  is  narrow,  uui 
admits  only  one  hoise  in  front">  ^^  ^  ^<^  "^ 


M 


TALKS  OP  H7  LANDLORD. 


[CsAf.  1^0. 


In  pfTcct,  ihe  path  led  along  a  kind  of  isthmus,  at 
the  pcninpulnr  <-xtrpniity  of  which  the  tower  was 
sitiiatt<d,  uiih  thRt  exclusive  attention  to  strength 
and  security,  in  {)rcfcrenc^  to  every  circumstance  of 
convenience,  which  dictated  to  the  Scottish  barons 
^  the  choice  of  tiicir  situations,  as  well  as  their  style  of 
build  ins. 

By  adopting  the  cautious  mode  of  approach  recom- 
mended by  Ihe  proprietor  of  tliis  wild  hold,  they 
entcre<i  the  court-yanl  in  safety.  But  it  was  long  ere 
the  etfi.>rts  of  Kavenswood,  though  loudly  exerted  by 
knocking  at  the  low-browed  entrance  and  rc-peated 
siiouts  to  Caleb  to  open  the  gate  and  admit  them, 
received  anv  answer. 

*'The  old'man  must  be  departed,"  he  bezan  to  say, 
"or  fallen  into  some  fit;  for  the  noise  1  nave  made 
woul«l  have  waked  the  seven  sleepers." 

At  lenfjrh  a  timid  and  hesiiatmg  voice  replied,— 

Muster— Master  of  Ravens  wood,  is  it  you? 

"  Ycsiy  it  is  I,  Colt^b ;  oj)en  the  door  quickly  7" 

"But  is  ii  you  in  very  blood  and  body?  For  I 
would  sooner  face  fifty  dcevils  as  my  master's  ghaist, 
or  even  his  wraith,— wherefore,  aroint  ye,  if  ye  were 
ten  times  my  master,  unless  ye  come  in  bodily  shape, 
lith  and  iiint)." 

"It  is  I,  you  old  fool,"  answered  Ravenswood,  "in 
bodilv  shaite,  and  alive,  save  thatl  nm  half  dead  with 
cold.'' 

The  light  at  the  upper  window  disappeared,  and 
glancing  from  kKJf>-hole  to  loop-hole  in  slow  succes- 
sion, gave  intimation  that  the  bearer  was  in  the  act 
of  dosconding,  with  great  deliberation,  a  winding 
8laircat»e  occupying  one  of  the  turrets  which  graced 
the  angles  of  the  old  tower.  The  tardiness  of  his 
descent  extracted  some  exclamations  of  impatience 
from  Ravenswood,  and  several  oaths  from  his  less 
patient  and  more  mercurial  companion.  Caleb  again 
paused  ere  he  unt)oltcd  the  door,  and  once  more 
asked,  if  thev  were  men  of  mould  that  demanded 
entrance  at  this  time  of  night  ? 

"Were  I  near  you^you  old  fool,"  said  Bucklaw,  "  1 
would  give  you  sumcicnt  proofs  of  my  bodily  con- 
dition.'^ 

''Open  the  gate,  Caleb,"  said  his  master,  in  a  more 
soothtnu:  tone,  partly  from  his  rt-gard  to  the  ancient 
and  faithful  scnesc^l,  partly  perhaps  because  he 
thought  that  angr\'  words  would  be  thrown  away,  so 
long  as  C'aleb  had  a  stout  iron-clenched  oaken  uoor 
betwixt  his  person  and  the  speakers. 

At  length  Caleb,  with  a  trembling  hand,  undid  the 
bars,  opened  the  heavy  door,  and  stood  before  them, 
exhibitini;  his  thin  uray  hairs,  bald  forehead,  and 
sharp  high  features,  illuminated  by  a  quivering  lamp 
which  he  held  in  one  hand,  wliik'  lie  shaded  and  pn> 
tcct'id  its  (lame  with  the  other.  The  timorous  cour- 
teous glance  which  he  threw  around  him— 4he  etiect 
of  the  partial  light  upon  his  white  hair  and  illumined 
featurtis,  might  have  made  a  good  painting;  but  our 
travellers  were  too  impatient  for  security  against  the 
rising  storm,  to  permit  them  to  indulge  themselves  in 
studying  the  picturesque.  "  Is  it  you,  my  dear  mas- 
ter? is  It  you  yourself,  indeed  7"  exclaimed  the  old 
domestic.  "  1  am  wae  ye  suld  hae  stude  waiting  at 
your  ain  gate ;  but  wha  wad  hae  thought  o'  seeing  ye 
sae  suno,  and  a  strange  gentleman  with  a-7(Hcre  no 
exclaimed  apart,  as  it  were,  and  to  some  inmate  of 
the  tower,  in  a  voice  not  meant  to  be  heard  by  those 
in  the  court)— My sie—Mysie  woman!  stir  for  dear 
life,  and  get  the  fire  mended;  take  the  auld  three- 
legged  stool,  or  ony  thing  that's  readiest  that  will 
make  a  lowe.— I  doubt  we  arc  but  puirly  provided,  no 
expecting  ye  this  some  months,  when  doubtless  ye 
wild  hae  Dcen  received  conform  till  your  rank,  aa  gude 
lisht  is:  but  natheless" 

*•  Nathelesa,  Caleb,"  said  the  Moster, "  we  mdat 
have  our  horses  put  up,  and  ourselves  too,  the  best 
way  we  can.    I  hope  you  are  not  aony  to  «ee  me 


■ooncr  than  you  expected  ?" 
"  Sorry,  my  lord !— 1 1 


— .        i  am  sure  ye  sail  aye  be  my  lord 

wr  honest  folk,  as  your  noble  ancestors  hae  been 

these  three  hundred  years,  and  ne^'er  asked  a  whig*a 

leave.    Sorry  to  see  the  Lord  of  Ravenswod  at  ane  o* 

nia  aJa  castkv  .'—(Then  again  apart  to  hia  unseen 

saaociaitt  behind  the  «:r©en)— Myaie,  kill  the  brood- 


hen  without  thinking  twice  on  it ;  let  lAem  care  (htf 
come  ahint.— No  to  say  it's  our  best  dweKing^"  he 
added,  turning  to  Bucklaw ;  "but  just  a  strength  fbf 
the  Lord  of  Ravenswood  to  f!ee  until,— that  is  no  to 
jf«e,  but  to  retreat  until  in  troublous  tiniCR,  like  the 
present,  when  it  was  ill  convenient  for  h^  to  live 
farther  in  the  country  in  ony  of  his  better  and  meir 
principal  manors;  but,  for  lis  antiquity,  maist  folk 
think  xh^t  the  outside  of  Wolfs  Craig  is  worthy  of  § 
large  perusal." 

*^And  you  are  determined  we  shall  have  time  to    i 
make  it,"  said  Ravenswood,  somewhat  amused  with 
the  shifts  the  old  man  used  to  detain  them  withoat 
doors^  until  his  confederate  Mysie  had  made  her  pre- 
parations within. 

"O,  never  mind  the  outside  of  the  house,  my  good 
friend,"  said  Bucklaw ;  let's  see  the  inside,  and  let 
our  horses  see  the  stable,  that's  all." 

"O  yes,  sir— ay,  sir,— unquestionably,  sir— my  lord 
and  ony  of  his  honourable  companions  * 

"But  our  horse.^  rnv  old  friend— our  horses;  thw 
will  he  dead-foundered  by  standing  here  in  the  cola 
after  riding  hard,  and  miiie  is  too  good  to  be  spoiled; 
therefore,  once  more,  our  horses,  exclaimed  Buck 
law. 

"True— ay  — your  horses  — yes  — I  will  call  the 
grooms;"  and  sturdilv  did  Caleb  roar  till  the  old 
tower  rang  again,— *^ John,  William— Saunders  !— 
The  tods  arc  gane  out,  or  sleeping,"  he  obserrcii,  after 
pausing  for  an  answer,  which  he  knew  that  he  had 
no  human  chance  ol  receiving.  **A'  gaes  wrang 
when  the  Master's  out  by ;  but  1*11  take  care  o'  your 
cattle  mvsell." 

"  1  think  you  had  better,"  said  Ravenswood.  "  othe^ 
wise  1  see  little  chance  of  their  being  attended  to  at 
all." 

"  Whisht,  my  lord,— whisht,  for  God*s  sake,"  saia 
Caleb,  in  an  imploring  tone,  and  apart  to  his  master; 
"if  vedinna  regard  your  ain  credit,  think  on  mine; 
we'll  hae  hard  eneugh  wark  to  mak  a  decent  night 
o't,  wi'  a'  the  lees  I  can  tell." 

"Well,  well,  nevermind,"  said  his  roaster ;  "goto 
the  stable.    There  is  hay  and  com,  I  trust?" 

"  Ou  ay,  plentv  of  hay  and  corn ;"  this  was  utteied 
boldly  and  aloud,  and,  m  a  lower  tone,  "  there  was 
some  half  fous  o'  aits,  and  sortie  tails  o*  meadow^ 
hay,  left  after  the  burial." 

**  Very  well,"  said  Ravenswood.  taking  the  lamp 
from  his  domestic's  unwilling  hand,  "  1  will  show  tbi 
stranger  up  stairs  myself." 

"1  canna  think  o'  that,  my  lord;— if  ye  wad  but 
have  five  minutes,  or  ten  minutes,  or.  at  maist,  a 
quarter  of  an  hour's  patience,  and  look  at  tlie  fine 
moonlight  prospect  of  the  Bass  and  North-Berwick 
Law  till  1  sort  the  horses,  I  would  marshal  ye  up,  as 
reason  is  ye  suld  be  marsh alltxi,  your  lordship  and 
your  honourable  visiter.  And  I  hae  lockit  up  the  sil- 
ler candlesticks,  and  the  lamp  is  not  fit" 

"It  will  do  very  well  in  tMfe  mean  lime,"  said  Ra- 
venswood, "  and  you  will  have  no  difficulty  for  want 
of  light  in  the  stable,  for,  if  1  recollect,  half  the  roof  is 
off." 

"Very  tnic,  my  lord,"  replied  the  trusty  adherrn; 
and  with  ready  wit  instantly  added,  "  and  the  lair 
sclater  loons  nave  never  come  to  put  it  on  a*  thii 
while,  your  lonlship." 

"  It  I  were  disposed  to  Jest  at  the  calamities  of  mr 
house,"  said  Ravenswood,  as  he  led  the  way  up  ttam, 
"poor  old  Caleb  would  furnish  me  with  ample  meani. 
His  passion  consists  in  representing  things  about  cur 
miserable  menage^  not  as  they  are,  out  as,  in  his  opi- 
nion, they  ought  to  be;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  I  have 
been  often  diverted  with  the  poor  wretch's  exnedieDU 
to  supply«what  he  thought  was  essential  for  the  credit 
of  the  family,  and  his  still  more  gcneroua  apologies 
for  the  want  of  thoao  articles  for  wnich  his  ingenuity 
could  discover  no  substitute.  But  though  the  towtf 
is  none  of  the  largest,  I  shall  have  some  trouble  with- 
out him  to  find  the  apartment  in  which  thoe  is  a 
fire." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  opened  the  door  of  the  h^^ 
"  Here,  at  least,"  he  said,  "  there  is  neither  hearth  ut 
harbour." 
.    ll¥ittmVndeed%«fi«DAaCdMolttioa  AUDgovaalted 
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iD«m,  the  bMiDB  of  wl^di.  oombinod  like  those  of 
Westminster^Hall,  Were  rudely  carved  at  the  extre- 
Ditiei^  nsmained  naarijr  in  the  Atuation  in  which  it 
had  been  left  after  the  entertaimnent  at  Allan  Lord 
^svoiswood's  ftmeral.  Ov^tomed  pitchers,  and 
|lad(  jaeka,  and  pewter  etoups,  and  fiasons,  still 
cumbered  the  laige  oaken  table ;  slasaes,  tnoae  more 
perithabie  implements  of  contiTiahty,  many  of  which 
aad  been  voluntarily  mcrificed  by  the  guesta  in  their 
enthaataatic  pledges  to  lavourite  toastSt  strewed  the 
ftone  floor  with  tneir  fragments.  As  for  the  articles 
ofpUte,  lent  for  the  pmpose  by  fiiends  and  kinsfolk, 
those  had  been  carefully  withdrawn  so  soon  as  the 
osteatatioas  display  of  festivity,  equally  unnecessary 
tvd  strangely  trmed,  had  been  made  and  ended.  No- 
thi^  in  ahort,  remained  that  indicated  wealth ;  all 
the  signs  were  those  of  recent  wastefhiness,  and  pre- 
sent desolation.  The  black  cloth  hangings,  which, 
on  the  late  mournful  occasion,  r^laced  the  tattered 
moth-eaten  tapestries,  .had  been  pardy  pulled  dovrn, 
and  danriing  from  the  wall  in  irregular  festoons,  dis- 
cbied  the  rough  stone-work  of  the  building,  ua- 
imoothed  either  by  plaster  or  the  chisel.  The  seats 
thrown  down,  or  Ten  in  disorder,  indmated  the  care- 
less confusion  which  had  concluded  the  mournful 
rwel.  "  This  room,"  said  Ravenswood,  holding  up 
the  lamp~"this  room,  Mr.  Hayston,  was  riotous 
when  it  should  have  been  sad ;  it  is  a  just  retribution 
that  it  should  now  be  sad  when  it  ought  to  be  cheer- 

Tliey  left  this  disconsolate  apartment,  and  went  up 
ttaiis^  where,  after  opening  one  or  two  doors  in  vaiti, 
RsTeos^i^ood  led  the  way  into  a  little  matted  anti- 
room,  in  which,  to  their  great  joy,  they  found  a  tolera- 
bly good  fir&  which  Mysie,  by  some  such  expedient 
isCakb  had  sugHested,  had  supplied  with  a  reasona- 
ble quantity  of  fu^  Glad  at  the  heart  to  see  more  of 
eonifort  than  the  castle  had  yet  seemed  to  offer,  Buck- 
iw  rtibbed  hiajiands  heartily  over,  the  fire,  and  now 
fistened  with  more  complacency  to  the  apologies 
which  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  offered.  "  Com- 
fort, '  he  said,  **  I  cannot  provide  for  you,  for  I  have  it 
pot  for  myself:  it  is  long  since  these  walls  have  known 
ti  if,  indeed,  they  were  ever  acquainted  with  it  Shel- 
ter and  safety,  I  think,  I  can  promise  you." 
^^  Excellent  matters.  Master,"  replied  Bucklaw, 
tnd,  with  a  mouthful  of  food  and  wine,  positively 
ill  I  can  require  to-night." 

I  fear,"  said  the  Master,  "your  supper  will  be  a 
poor  one  \  I  hear  the  matter  m  discussion  betwixt 
Caleb  and  Mysie.  Poor  Balderston  is  something 
<Kail  amongst  his  other  accomplishments,  so  that 
nnich  of  what  he  means  should  be  spoken  aside  is 
ojemeard  by  the  whole  audienoe^  and  especially  by 
wose  from  whom  he  is  most  anxious  to  conceal  his 
pnvate  manceuvres— Hark !" 

They  listened,  and  heard  the  old  domestic's  voice 
p  conversation  with  Mysie  to  the  following  eflect 
Just  mak  the  best  o't,  mak  the  best  o't,  woman  » 
Its  ^y  to  put  a  fair  face  on  ony  thing." 

But  the  auld  brood-hen  ?—she'irbe  as  tengfa  as 
oow-stnngs  and  bend-leather  V* 

Say  ye  made  a  mistake— say  ye  made  a  mistake, 
■y«e,  replied  the  faithfnl  seneschal,  in  a  soothing 
g<J  andertoned  voice  i  "  tak  it  a*  on  yoursell ;  never 
«.the  credit  o'  the  house  suffer." 

But  the  brood-hen,"  remonstrated  Mysieu— "  ou, 
«et  sitting  some  gate  apeath  the  dais,  in  the  hall, 
«w  I  am  feared  to  gae  in  m  the  dark  for  the  bogle ; 
wa  if  1  didna  see  the  bogle,  I  could  as  ill  see  the  hen, 
p  tf  8  pit-mirk,  and  there's  no  another  lidit  in  the 
jouse,  save  that  very  blessed  lamp  whilk  the  Master 
S?  ®J»w  ain  hand.  And  if  I  had  the  hen,  she's  to 
5f>  and  to  draw,  and  to  dress;  how  can  I  do  that,  and 
««n  Mtimg  by  the  ofily  fire  we  havef 
jL^cel,  weel,  Mysie,"  said  the  butler,  "bide  ye 
K*ih  ^^  and  m  try  to  get  the  hunp  wiled  away 

Accordmgly,  Caleb  Balderston  entered  the  apart- 
gwt,  little  aware  that  so  much  of  his  by-play  had 
5t  *»<iible  there.  "  Well  Caleb,  my  old  fiieni  is 
2?l?^y  chance  of  suppfer  1"  said  the  Master  of  Ra- 
''Jiwood. 

^^fm  of  fqppes.  your  lordship  T'  said  Calebi 


with  an  emphasis  of  strong  scorn  at  the  uiv)lied 
doubt,—"  How  should  there  be  any  question  oi  that, 
and  us  in  your  lordship's  house  l—iDhance  of  supper, 
indeed!-— but  ye'll  no  be  for  butcher-meat  7  There's 
walth  o'  fat  poultry,  ready  either  for  spit  of  brander— 
The  fat  capon^  Mysie  I"  he  added^  calling  out  as  boldly 
as  if  such  a  thing  hfid  been  in  existence. 

"  Quite  unnecessary,"  said  Bucklaw,  who  deemed 
himself  bound  in  courtesy  to  relieve  some  part  of  the 
an»ous  butler's  perplexity,  "if  you  have  any  thing 
cold,  or  a  morsel  of  bread." 

"The  best  of  bannocks!"  exclaimed  Caleb,  much 
relieved;  "and.  for  cauld  meat,  a'  that  we  hae  is 
cauld  eneugh,-^owbeit  maist  of  the  cauld  meat  and 
pastry  wasgien  to  the  poor  folk  after  the  ceremony  of 
mterment,  as  gude  reason  was  j  nevertheless" 

"  Come,  Caleb,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravenswood, 
"  I  must  cut  this  matter  short  This  is  the  young 
laird  of  Bucklaw;  he  is  under  hiding,  and  therefore, 
you  know" — 

"  He'll  be  nae  nicer  than  your  lordship's  honour. 
Fse  warrant,''  answered  Caleb,  cheerfully,  with  a  nod 
of  intelligence ;  "  I  am  sorry  that  the  gentleman  is 
under  distress,  but  I  am  blithe  that  he  canna  8a*> 
muckle  agane  our  house-keeping;,  for  I  believe  his  vu- 
pinches  may  fnatch  ours ;— no  mat  we"  are  pinched, 
thank  Gk>d,  he  added,  retracting  the  admission  which 
he  had  made  in  his  first  burst  of  joy,  "but  nae  doubt 
we  are  waur  aff  than  we  hae  been,  or  suld  be.  Ant 
for  eating,— what  signifies  telling  a  leel  th«e's  just 
the  hiqder  end  of  the  mutton-ham  that  has  been  out 
three  times  on  the  table,  and  the  nearer  the  bane  the 
sweeter,  as  your  honours  weel  ken ;  and— there's  the 
heel  of  the  ewe-milk  kebbuck,  wi'  a  bit  of  nice  but- 
ter, and— and— that's  a'  that's  to  trust  to."  And 
with,  great  alacritv  he  produced  his  slender  stock  of 
provisions,  and  placed  them  .with  much  formality 
upon  a  small  round  table  betwixt  the  two  gentlemen, 
who  were  not  deterred  either  by  the  homely  Quality 
or  limited  Quantity  of  tho  repast  from  doing  it  full  jus- 
tice. Caleb  in  the  mean  while  waited  on  them  with 
grave  officiousness,  as  if  anxious  to  make  up.  by  his 
own  respectful  assiduity,  for  the  want  of  all  other 
attendance. 

But  alas!  how  little  on  such  occasions  can  form, 
however  anxiously  and  scrupulously  observed,  supply 
the  lack  of  substantial  fare  1  Bucklaw,  who  had  ea- 
gerly eaten  a  considerable  portion  of  the  thi  ice-sacked 
mutton-ham,  now  began  to  .demand  ale. 

"I  wadna  just  presume  to  recommend  our  ale," 
said  Caleb;  "the  roaut  was  ill  made,  and  there  was 
awfu'  thunder  last  week;  but  siccan  water  as  the 
Tower  well  has  ye'll  seldom  see,  Bucklaw,  and  that 
Fse  engage  for." 

"  But  if  3four  ale  is  bad,  you  can  let  us  have  soijie 
wine,"  said  Bucklaw^  muung  a  grimace  at  the  men- 
tion of  the  pure  element  wmch  Caleb  so  earnestly 
recommended. 

"Winel"  answered  Caleb,  undauntedly,  "enough 
of  wine :  it  was  but  twa  days  syne— wae's  me  for  the 
cause— there  was  as  much  wine  diunk  in  this  houte 
as  would  have  floated  a  pinnace.  There  never  was 
lack  of  wine  at  Wolf's  Crag." 

"  Do  fetch  us  some  then,"  said  his  master.  "  in- 
stead of  talking  about  it*''  And  Caleb  boldly  de- 
parted. 

Every  expended  bntt  in  the  old  cellar  did  he  set 
a-tilf,  and  shake  with  the  desperate  expectation  of 
collecting  enough  of  the  grounds  of  claret  to  fill  the 
large  pewter  measnre  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 
Alas !  each  had  been  too  devoutiy  drained :  ,and,  with 
sdlthe  squeedng  and  mancBixvring  which  his  creft  as 
a  butler  suggested,  he  ooukl  only  collect  about  half  a 
quart  that  seemed  presentable.  Still,  however,  Caleb 
was  too  good  a  general  to  renounce  die  field  without 
a  stratagem  to  cover  his  retreat  He  undauntedly 
threw  down  an  empty  flagon,  as  if  he  had  stiunblec 
at  the  entrance  of  the  apartment ;  called  upoii  Mysis 
to  wipe  up  the  wino;  that  had  never  been  spilt,  and 
placing  the  other  vessel  on  the  table,  hoped  there  was 
still  enoiurh  left  for  their  honours.  There  was  indeed : 
for  even  Bucklaw,  a  sworn  friend  to  the  grape,  found 
no  encoiirsffBmeiu  to  renew  his  first  attack  upon  the 
viQUge  of  Wolff  Ong»  but  contented  bimselC  how« 
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cwr  n.liirtnntlv,  with  ft  drnujrlit  of  fair  wafer.  Ar- 
rani;rnn*nts  were  now  mndo  for  his  repose ;  and  as 
the's»;«Tct  chnnil)(.r  was  assigned  for  mis  purpose-,  it 
fiimishfd  C'jilcb  with  a  first-mte  and  most  plausible 
apoloin-  for  fill  d«;rjfit?ncies  of  furniture.  U-ddins.  Ac. 
"For  uhn."  said  hi.',  "would  have  thouffhl  of  the 
Bccrcl  clumjiMT  lxin;i  m'cdcd?  it  has  not  been  usr-d 
Bincctht!  tiriu-  of  the  (iowrie  Conspiracy,  and  I  durst 
never  kt  n  wfunan  krn  of  the  entrance  to  it,  or  your 
honour  will  allow  that  it  wad  not  hac  been  a  secret 
chaunier  lan^.*' 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Tho  hf;nrM»  in  hall  wasiblnrk  nnH  drnd, 
No  Imnrd  was  rlt:!!it  iu  bouor  v  itlun, 

Nor  r.i<TTy  f  o« I  iior  wolroimj  Li d  ; 
••  Ml- re  a  iorry  clictr,"  (juolh  Uio  Iltir  of  Cinn**. 
Old  B.:llr.d. 

Tur  fjt.l'.n:':?  of  t\\o  prodigal  Iltir  of  Linn*--,  a?  rx- 
pri'-r^i'd  in  tii;il  «'.\'<>'lii  nl  old  sonir,  avIhh,  nlfir  die-^i- 
pallnu'  l-.;s  v.iu-le  foriune,  he  found  liinjsi.lf  the  ik- 
Fr-rti-d  inh;i'>:l;int  vl'  "Jhe  lonely  lo'.b*-,''  inicrlit  por- 
li;ips  hi\>^  s^niu  n  s.  njblan«'e  to  th<'S»'  rif  tii«:  .Ma>ttr 
of  Ravi'M^iwo-Ml  in  hi«  lity.rted  mansion  of  Wolf's 
( 'ra.L'.  Tl'.-  ■  -M  as»(  r,  howevr  r.  hnd  f  hi:*  ridvania^-.'  ovc  r 
t lie  f^jirntiili rill  in  th'j  Irirf-njl,  lliat  if  he  was  in  simi- 
lar di>'.r«  *-s,  ht^  cnultl  not  imi-utc  it  to  his  oun  miprn- 
di.nci'.  H:s  iiii-\Ty  had  lH».n  b«<in»^afhr«l  to  him  bv 
hi-*  fntluT,  an.l.  joined  to  his  hifrh  blt»od.  and  fo  a  liil«' 
whi''h  ui.'  co'irtcous  niiylit  pive.  or  tlir  r-hurlish  viiTh- 
liold.  Sit  tht-ir  ph.asiiri'.  it  was  the  whole  inhtritance 
he  liiilii'Tivid  from  his  anci  sfry. 

Perh;iiM  fiiiM  !m-!nnclM)ly,  yd  consolatory  rrfli.c- 
tion,  cro'ssi-d  ilic  mmd  of  the  imfortunato  yonnir  m*- 
bh'inan  with  a  bn  arhin;rof  comfort.  Ka\ourahk  to 
calm  rit'.<'<-ti. in,  fiswi.li  iis  to  the  iSIiisi.*.  iho  morninp^. 
wiiilr  it  disjM  llt'ii  til'.-  shades  of  niirht,  had  a  cfunjios- 
ins  and  t'«!:iiive  ellict  upon  the  HTi)rmv  pansions  by 
wliii:h  the  ^Inst.  r  of  Haven swoo^l  had  Wn  apiratL-d 
on  the  pr!'i;<".linu  day.  He  now  fi-lt  himf^lf  nble  to 
anaiv?..;  th'.-  ililii-rent  fp«lin.i,'rt  by  whirh  he  wan  asi- 
tr'Ti.d,  and  iiiufh  n  folvcd  to  combat  and  to  Mibdne 
thiMii.  Tho  morninir,  which  had  nrisun  calm  and 
l*riL'!ir,  cavu  a  pli-is-ant  eHi.-<"t  even  to  the  waste  moor- 
land vi':'.v  which  was  «.en  fn^m  the  castle  on  lookinu; 
to  ilie  I'fndward ;  inid  the  plorious ocean,  cri^^ped  with 
a  ihi»:i>aji  i  rii'plinp  wavet  of  silver,  cxt*  ndnl  on  the 
oiiii  r  nidi',  in  awful  ye'  r<)mplaci-nt  !najest\.  to  tin: 
v-.-riTi-  i>f  H.K'  hori/on.  With  sueji  sci  nr  s  of  calm  P.nb- 
limitv  »ii'  hunnn  iitnrt  Tjympathizes  fv.n  in  it»  mo?>t 
disniVb."  I  m'»i)-is.  and  df-i-ds  of  honour  and  virtue  arc 
inMT.in  d  by  thfir  majestic  inP.uenco. 

Trt  <i:\i  oMt  Hnr-kbiw  in  the  rcip'ttt  which  he  had 
aflord'd  him  wa«»  t lie  first  ornipafion  of  the  IMasti»r, 
nft»r  ii"  h:id  prrformed.  with  a  8cni:iny  unufen.dly 
flevep".  t'le  !mp.»rt.inr  ta«kofsi  If-tXjfmination.  "Hovv 
now,  HiKklriw?"  was  his  morniniiV*  palutatiun — 
*'how  liki"  you  th'' couni  in  which  tlii?  exiled  Karl  of 
Atigu^oui-i"  s!« pf  in  sicurily.  wlu.n  he  was  pursued  by 
the  fiih  1 1!'  njy  of  a  kinij's  nscuinient?"' 

"  V.\i\  \\  !"■  i-cM'.'iij'd  thesle'pornwakenj.'d;  "I have 
little  ti»  r:om:-lain  of  wliere  wj  f?n-at  a  man  wasquar- 
t«'rcd  b«  tore  ni",  only  the  mattre.*:s  was  of  the  hardest, 
the  vrjidi  ?*oin..;\\hrit  damp,  the  rat«!  rathrr  mor«?  mn- 
tinousihanl  would  have  expnrted  from  thcRtatcof 
Caleb's  larder ;  and  if  there  had  bcT-n  phutti-rp  to  that 
prated  win! low,  or  a  curtain  to  thcbsd.  I  fihoiiid  think 
It,  unon  the  whole,  an  improvement  in  your  accom- 
nnmation^." 

"It  i«.  to  be  purp,  forlorn  enouph."  Paid  the  Master, 
lookinp  arounfi  the  snnll  vault  T  "  but  if  you  will  rise 
and  leave  it.  Caleb  will  endeavour  to  find  you  a  belter 
breakfast  than  your  Bupiw  rof  last  night." 

"Prny,  lef  it  be  no  better,"  said  Bucklaw,  gettinsr 
iin.  anfl  end.'avourinif  to  dre??  himself  as  well  as  the 
obscurity  of  th-  phire  would  pt.nn:t,— **let  ir,  I  say, 
be  pi)  b  It  r,  if  ^ou  nuan  me  to  persevere  in  my  pro- 
posed n  form-Jt-i.n.  The  ver^*  re^'nlkction  of  Coicb's 
Dev.'r:iL'c  hns  done  more  to  su|)pp  sr  my  lonpin;^:  to 
o/v'/t  tlif  ffny  villi  a  morninir-draupht  than  twenty 
ser/mns  xmnlfj  hnve  fioui'.  And  voii,  Master,  have 
fwi  been  ahh  fo  give  bottle  vaJiontlv  to  vour  bosom- 


snake  1    ')i^ou  see  I  am  in  the  way  of  smothering  uf 
MIK-rs  one  by  one." 

"I  have  commenced  the  battle,  at  least.  BuckUw, 
and  I  have  had  a  fair  visiim  of  an  an^ei  ^ho  d^ 
acended  to  my  assistance,"  replitil  theJMaatcr. 

"Woe's  nie!"  said  his  guest,  "no  vision  can  I  ei- 
pect,  unless  my  aunt,  Lady  fiirnin$;ton,sliniild  Uiake 
ncTSclf  to  the  tomb;  antf  thin  it  would  be  the  Aib- 
stance  of  her  heritage  rather  than  the  appearance oi 
her  phantom  that  I  shoidd  consuier  as  the  support  oi 
my  good  resolutions.— But  this  same  breaklaKt,  Blas- 
ter—does the  det-r  that  is  to  make  ths  past)  run  ytt 
on  f«.>ot,  as  the  ballad  has  it  7" 

"I  will  inquire  into  that  matter."  said  his  cnter- 
taimr ;  and.  b.avinL^  the  apartment,  he  wtnl  in  si  arch 
of  Cal'.b,  whom,  alter  some  difficulty,  he  found  in  an 
obscure  sort  of  duni;eon,  which  had  l)e€n  in  iunmr 
times  the  buttery  of  the  castle.  Here  the  olti  nian 
was  eniiiloycd  busily  in  the  doubtful  task  of  bcriUBb- 
ing  a  pi'wter  tlapon  until  it  should  take  the  hue  and 
H-  nilibmce  of  .^^dver-plate.  *'l  think  it  may  do— I 
ihitjk  it  mishtpjiss,  if  iln-y  winnabrinirit  nwtr  niucLle 
in  the  liizht  o'  the  window  T'  were  l1ie  cjat  uiat:coi 
whieli  \if  muttered  from-rime  to  time,  asJ  to  encour- 
age himsi.li'  in  his  undertiikins,  when  iie  was  in't-r- 
riiptc^l  by  the  voiee  of  his  niasfi-r.  "Take  this"  s^'^ 
the  Ma«'r<  r  of  Kavenswinxl.  "and  iret  what  «s  mci*^ 
sary  for  iIr-  ijimilv."  And  with  tht-e  won:d  lieirave 
to  the  old  biitbr  the  pursi- which  h:ui  on  ihipnti'ijii; 
eveniuir  so  mirrowlv  •  s-.-ii  •  li  the  f;mi:s  of  rrn/jcr.- 
g'lt.  Thi-  old  man 'shook  his  silyrry  and  thin  kicke, 
and  |o>)kfd  wiiii  an  expn  s.^.on  trf  the  most  htartfi-.t 
angui»;h  at  his  masti-r  as  by  weigh«-d  in  his  hand  iw 
sli  nder  treasure,  and  said  in  a  sorrowful  voiee,  "And 
is  th;«»  a'  that's  bit  ?" 

"All  that  is  left  at  present,"  said  the  MasU-r.  affect- 
ing mon*  chrerfulncss  than  reriiaps  he  rially  lilt, 
"  is  just  the  gre».  n  purse  and  the  \vt^:  nickle  powil,  u 
the  old  song  says:  but  we  shall  do  better  one  dar, 
Cabb." 

"Before  that  dav  comes."  said  Cfleb,  "I  'loubt 
there  will  \k-  an  emf  of  an  auldsang.  and  anau!d?»-n'- 
ing-man  to  boot.  But  itdisna  bccumi-  me  to  yp'-ak 
tliat  gate  to  your  honour,  and  you  loi^ikinpr  sae  jale. 
Tnk  h;iek  t lie  purine,  and  knp  it  to  be  makmg  a  *^ev 
b'fore  company  ;  for  if  your  honour  would  just  tak  a 
biu'ding,  and  be  whiles  tak  in'.;  it  out  afori'  tolk  nnu  i  ct- 
tinu'it  lip  a^'riiri,  tlun-'s  nar  boily  would  rtfuscus  intft. 
for  a'  that's  come  ami  pane  vet." 

"Bur,  Caleb,"  said  the  Master,  "I  still  intend  tp 
li-ave  tliis  eonntry  v<  ry  soon,  antl  J i  sire  loiio  tm  witn 
the  rrpuration  of  an' honest  man,  having  no  iletl 
Ixhinrl  me,  at  lea<t  of  myowncontraeting/' 

"  .And  tnidr  riirht  yV  sidd  srancr  away  as  a  true  laan. 
and  sn  ye  shall;  for  auld  (.-aleb  can  tak  the  wytoni 
whjitivf  r  istaen  on  for  the  house,  ind  then  it  wiil  |* 
:i'  just  a«'  man's  hurdm  ;  and  I  will  live  just  aswt'din 
the  tolbooth  as  out  of  it,  and  the  citrdit  of  thufamiif 
will  be  a' snfeanfi  sound.'' 

The  masii  r  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  mak^"*  CskJ 
comnr<.hi.nd,  that  the  butler's  incurring  thr  rr*iwn' 
sibility  of  rb  bis  in  his  own  iicrson.  would  rathsrailfito 
than  remove  the  ob'et;tions  which  he  hail  to  thfJ 
beiniz  eontraeted.  He  sf-oke  to  a  premier,  toobijy 
in  devising  ways  and  m<-nns  to  puz7.1e  himself  «i'n 
nfutingthc  arguments  offcral  against  their  just  sec  or 
expediency. 

'•Then'^s  Fi|pie  S ma' trash  will  tnist  03  for  a!^' 
said  Caleb  to  himself;  "  the  has  lived  a'  her  hfeur.ccr 
the  family— and  inavbo  wi'  a  soup  brandy— I  canna 
say  for  wim; — she  is  hut  a  lone  woman,  aiul  g^.'tshrf 
claret  by  a  runlet  nt  a  time— but  I'll  work  a  wre  drjP 
ont  0'  her  by  fair  means  or  foul.  Fur  doos,  thi  re's  in* 
doocot— there  will  be  poultry  amans^  the  tena^t^ 
though  Luckie  Chimside  says  she  has  paid  the  kaia 
tu-ice  ower.  .We'll  mak  shiit,  an  it  like  your  lionour- 
we'll  mak  shif^— keep  your  heart  ahmie,  for  the  hoi!« 
sail  liaud  it's  credit  as  lang  as  auld  Caleb  is  to  the 
fore." 

The  entertainment  which  the  old  man's  cxcrtHnii 

of  various  kinds  enabled  him  to  present  to  the  yiwng 

gentbnien  for  three  or  four  days,  was  certainly  of  •» 

';  spb  ndid  descriptiiui,  but  it  may  rrndijy  be  boliVuiJ  il 

\  ^-as  eel  Xm^iu  two  ct\^^  «^k^\%\  aqid  even  the  Oil' 
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trencs,  ezcuaes,  evasions,  and  shifts  ofCnleb^  afTbrded 
uniuement  to  (he  yuung  nieii,  and  addend  a  jiarL  of 
interbsii  to  the  scramoliiiK  and  irregular  tityk  q(  iheir 
tabie.  They  had  indeed  occasiiju  to  ^eltti  on  avaxy 
circomBianco  that  inij^ht  serve  to  diversify  or  euUvLtL 
tunc,  wliich  otherwise  pass<f  1  away  so  J  k  avil/. 

Buckiaw,  shut  out  from  liis  usual  fifld'Sporta  and 
iofous  carouses  hy  tlie  necessity  of  remaining  con- 
oetled  within  the  walls  of  the  castle,  l>ecair>e  a  joyless 
md  uninterestinji?  companion.  When  the  Master  of 
Bavensworxl  woiild  no  longer  fence  or  plnj'  nt  ahovol- 
boaid— when  he  himself  had  polished  to  the  extremity 
the  coat  of  his  palfrey  with  briisli,  currycoiiib,  ana 
hair-cloth — ^whep  he  had  seen  him  eat  his  pro  vend  pr, 
ind  gently  lie  down  in  his  stall,  he  could  hardly  ht:dp 
cnr)ing  tlie  animal's  apparent  aaiuie-i^cGtic^  m  n  life 
to  monotonous.  *'  The  stunid  brute,"  he  said,  "  (htnkfl 
nddicr  of  the  race-Rround  or  'he  ImnEinjtT-fielil,  or  iua 
green  paddock  at  Bncklaw,  but  eiijiS!!  hiinni^lf  as 
comfortably  when  haliorrd  to  the  rack;  Iel  ilua  ruinous 
Taalt.  as  if  he  had  been  foaled  in  it;  nud  I  wlio  Iiqvg 
the  freedom  of  a  prisoner  at  large,  to  rnnbre  ilironEfh 
Lhe(lijn'^e«)ns  of  this  wretched  old  toYftir^  am  hanllj', 
betwixt  whistlin;;^;  and  sleeping,  contrive;  to  pass  away 
tliehocr  till  dinner-time." 

And  with  this  disconfioLite  reflection,  ho  wrnded 
hia  way  to  the  bartizan  or  battlemtvit^  of  the  tijwer, 
to  watch  what  obje<*ts  might  appear  on  tlie  distant 
niuor,  or  to  pelt,  with  pcbblt-s  and  pkn^^  of  lime,  thu 
lea-mews  and  cormorants  which'estnljli^-^lud  iheiu- 
idTes  incautiously  within  the  reach  of  an  idle  yoLinjr 
man. 

Raven  swoon,  with  a  mind  incalculably  decnor  and 
more  powerful  than  that  of  his  comi^aiiionf  nad  his 
own  anxious  subjects  of  reflection,  v-hkh  wrought 
la  him  the  same  wihnppiness  that  slii^cr  ennui  and 
want  of  occupation  inflicted  on  his  com  pan  ion,  Tlie 
£rst  Bii;;ht  of  Lucy  Ash  ton  had  been  li\^a  impre^dive 
than  her  image  proved  to  be  upon  rcflLH^tioii.  A  a  the 
<lt?pth  and  violence  of  tiiat  rcven&;eful  pasBioii,  by 
wnich  he  had  been  actuated  in  seekiii;^  an  inters  lew 
viih  the  father,  began  to  abate  by  deKrees^  he  looketl 
back  on  his  conduct  towards  the  daughter  fis  harsh 
aod  unworthy  towards  a  female  of  rank  ^nd  Ixnuty. 
R*^  looks  of  grateful  acknowledgment,  lur  ^vorrls  of 
affectionate  courtesy,  had  been  repellca  with  &ime- 
thing  which  approached  to  disdain ;  and  if  the  ^hi^- 
tL-r  of  Ravens  wood  had  sustained  wrongs  at  the  hand 
of  Sir  William  Ashton,  his  conscience  told  him  rimy 
had  been  unhandsomely  resented  towfirds  his  daugh^ 
Ur.  When  his  thougnts  took  this  turn  of  fielf-r^- 
proach.  the  recollection  of  Lucy  Ashton' 9  beautiful 
iciiurcs  rendered  yet  more  intcrestinc  by  the  circuni- 
Btaaccs  in  which  their  meeting  had  taken  places  made 
an  imnrossLon  upon  his  mind  at  once  S4xitliiiig  and 
Miafiu.  The  sweetness  of  her  voice,  tho  Elf!icocy  of 
wr  expressions,  the  vivid  glow  of  ht:f  filial  ac- 
tion, embittered  his  regret  at  having  repulsiMl  her  cra- 
titude  with  rudeness,  while,  at  the  satne  time,  ihey 
placed  before  his  imagination  a  picture  of  Lli«  most 
loducing  sweetness. 

Even  youn^  Ravenswood's  strength  of  tnoroJ  feel- 
in;  and  rectitude  of  purpose  at  once  increased  the 
dan^^r  of  cherishing  these  recollections  and  the  pro- 
penalty  to  entertain  tiiem.  Firmly  re8f>lved  ns  he  was 
totulxiue,  if  possible,  the  predominating  vice  in  his 
chinieter,  he  admitted  with  willing ne?9— nay.  he 
summoned  tjp  in  his  imagination,  the  nJ^as  by  which 
it  could  be  most  powerfully  counteracti^d  ^  anil,  while 
he  did  so.  a  sense  of  his  own  harsh  coniluct  towanis 
the  daughter  of  his  enemy  naturally  induced  hirn,  as 
if  by  way  of  recompense,  to  invest  her  with  mofc  of 
grace  and  beauty  than  perhaps  she  could  actually 
claim. 

Had  any  one  at  this  period  told  the  Master  of  Ra- 
Tenswoodf  that  he  had  so  lately  vowed  venjg^ance 
tffaiiut  the  whole  lineage  of  him  whom  hi?  CKjnsirWe<1, 
not  unjustly,  as  author  of  his  father's  min  and  doatli. 
he  mieht  at  first  have  rei)elled  the  char^  as  a  foul 
cqlumnv;  yet,  upon  serious  Belf-e.\flnunaiLon,  he 
VQiiid  fiave  been  compcdlcd  to  admit,  ctiat  it  had,  at 
one  period,  some  fcmndation  in  truth,  ihou;;}!^  accord* 
ins  to  the  present  tone  of  his  sentiment^  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  behere  that  this  had  really  been  tb^  case. 
VnLllL  O 


, There  already  existed  in  his  bosom  two  contra- 
dictory passions,— a  desire  to  rovengo  the  death  ol 
his  father,  strangely  qualified  by  admiration  of  hi.4 
cneiijy's  daught^T.  Against  the  former  feeling  he  had 
struggled,  until  it  sei-mcd  to  him  upon  the  wan*.-; 
against  the  latter  he  usttl  no  means  of  resistance,  for 
he  did  not  suspect  its  existence.  That  this  was  ac- 
tually the  case,  was  chiiifly  evinrxxl  by  his  resuming 
his  resolution  to  leave  Scotland.  Yet,  thoucih  sucli 
was  hia  jiurvose,  he  remainwl  day  after  day  at  \Voll''8 
Crng,  wiihoul  taking  rnrasurca  forcarryingit  into  exe- 
cution. It  li  ime,  innt  he  had  written  to  one  or  two 
kinsmeti^  who  resaded  in  a  distant  quarter  of  S^oilaiid, 

and  paracuhirly  to  the  Marquis  <»f  A ,  iutimaring 

hia  purpose  ;  «and  wht'ii  pn.'ssed  upon  the  subject  by 
Buckiaw,  he  wna  wont  to  allege  the  necessity  of 
wuitirii^  toT  rhcir  r«:tily,  esi)ecially  that  of  the  Maniuis, 
hef'if'     .  .  h  ve  a  measure. 

Tl.  .^^ .jh  and  powerful;  and  alfhougli 

he  was  suspected  to  entertain  w.-nlinuiits  imfaviiur-* 
able  to  the  government  estublishml  attheilcvolutioii, 
he  had  noverthrli-ss  address  enough  tohead  a  party 
in  the  Scottish  ^Privy  Council,  c6nuecl«xl  with  the 
high  church  faction  in  EnghmrJ,  and  powerful  enf>ujrii 
to, menace  those  to  whom  the  Lord  Keeper  adheri'ii, 
with  a  pro>bablc  subversion  of  their  power.  The  con- 
sulting with  n  personage  of  such  imiwrtance  was  a 
plausible  excuse,  which  Ravenswood  used  to  Bu(;k- 
law,  and  probably  to  himself,  for  continuing  his  n:si- 
dence  at  Wolfs  Crag ;  and  it  was  rendered  vi  t  ui-ire 
so  by  a  yeneral  report  which  heijan  to  be  ciirrenf,  of 
a  probable  cliange  of  ministers  imd  measures  in  the 
Scottish  administration.  Thi^se  rumours,  strongly 
asserted  by  some,  and  as  resolutely  denied  by  /others, 
as  their  wishes  or  interest  dictatrd.  found  tmir  waj- 
even  to  the  ruinous  Tt)wer  of  Wolf's  Crag,  chiefly 
through  the  nitxlium  of  Caleb  the  butler,  who,  among 
his  other  ^xctllenct-s,  was  an  ardent  pohtician,  and 
seldom  made  an  excursion  from  the  old  fortress  to  the 
neighlwuring  village  of  Wolf's-hope,  without  bring- 
ing back  what  tidings  were  current  in  the  vicinity. 

Biit  if  Hucklaw  could  not  ofler  any  satisfactory  ol>- 

I'cctions  to  the  delay  of  the  Master  in  leaving  Scotlan<l, 
,ic  did  not  the  leas  sufler  with  impatience  the  state  of 
inaction  to  which  it  confiiuxi  him  ;  and  it  was  only  the 
ascendency  which  his  new  companion  had  acrjuircd 
over  hirn,  that  induced  him  to  submit  to  a  course^f 
life  so  alien  to  his  habits  and  inclinations. 

"You  were  wont  to  be  thought  a  siuring  active 
voung  fullow,  Master,"  was  his  fn.xju«?ni  remonstrance ; 

yet  here  you  seem  determined  to  live  on  aiwi  on  like 
a  mt  in  a  hole,  with  this  trifling  difference,  that  the 
wiper  vermin  chooses  a  hermit u^e  where  he  can  find 
foixl  at  least ;  but  as  for  us,  Caleb's  excuses  beeoinn 
longer  as  his  diet  turns  more  spare,  and  I  fear  we  shall 
realize  the  stories  tliey  tell  of  the  sloth,— we  have 
almost  cat  up  the  last  green  leaf  on  the  plant,  and 
have  nothing  left  for  it  but  to  drop  firom  the  treo  and 
break  our  necks." 

"  Do  not  fear  it,"  said  Ravenswood ;  "  there  is  a  ftitc 
watches  for  us,  and  we  too  have  a  stake  in  t(ie  revolu- 
tion that  is  now  impending,  and  which  already  has 
alarmed  many  a  bosom." 

"What  fate— what  revolution  ?"  inqniretl  his  com- 
panion. "We  have  had  one  revolution  too  much 
already,  I  tliink." 

Ravenswood  interrupted  him  by  putting  into  his 
hands  a  letter. 

"O,"  answered  Rucklaw,  "my  dream  is  out— I 
thought  I  heard  Caleb  this  morning  pressing  some 
unfortunate  fellow  to  a  drink  of  cold  water,  and 
assuring  him  it  was  hotter  for  his  stomach  in  the 
morm'ng  than  ale  or  brandy." 

"It  was  my  Lord  of  A 's  courier,", sokl  Ro- 

venswood,  "who,  doomed  to  experience  his  osten- 
tatious hospitality,  which  1  believe  ended  in  sour  btx^r 
and  herrings— Read,  and  you  will  see  the  news  he  has 
brought  us?' 

"I  will  as  fast  as  I  can."  said  Bncklaw ;  "  but  I  am 
no  great  clerk,  nor  does  nis  lordship  socm  to  be  the 
fust  of  scribes." 

The  reader  will  peruse,  in  a  few  seconds,  by  the  aid 
of  our  friend  Bollantyne^s  types,  what  took  Buckiaw 
a  good  h&U  bouT  \xi  \!tift  v<ii>un^^>^  ^>a\^>aB>\ 
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tlie  Master  of  RavensA^-ood.  The  tenor  was  as  Ibl- 
lows  :— 

"  Jiiaht  Honmtrahh  our  Cmisin^ 
"Oiir  hearty  comnicndtitions  nrtjmised,  these  come 
to  ni!=iire  j'ou  of .  the  inicrctft  which  we  take  in  your 
wilf:ir»».  and  in  your  piirr^oscs  townnls  its  aiigmcnta- 
^inn.  If  we  have  hocn  h*p»  active  in  showin;^  forth  our 
I  tJcciive  pood- will  towanls  you  than,  as  a  loving  kins- 
man and  blnod-rolativr,  we  would  wiljinply  have  de- 
pin.d,  wf  request  that  you  wilnmputc  it  to  lack  of  op- 
p<»rfuniiy  tn  show  our  ^ood-liking,  not  to  any  coldness 
n\'  our  w:ll.  Touchini?  your  rei'olution  to  travel  in 
tjir*  ii:n  rarrs,  as  at  this  time  we  hold  the  same  little 
advisab.?,  in  rospi-ct  that  your  ill- willers  may,  acconi- 
.11-'  to  the  cu&itom  of  puch  pcrwnp,  impute  njotivos  for 
your  ioumcy,  Mhcreof,  ahhoueh  we  know  an«i  believe 
VMU  to  he  ii5»  clrar  as  ourselves,  yet  uutheless  their  = 
^wordn  may  find  credence  in  places  where  the  belief  iu 
them  may  much  pn-judice  you,  and  which  we  should 
s^^c  with  liinn.'  unwilhngness  and  disideut^ure  than  with 
means  of  rcnicdy. 

"Having;  thus,  as  hrcometh  our  kindred,  given  you 
our  poor  mind  on  the  subject  of  your  journey mg 
forth  of  Scotland,  we  woulrl  willingly  add  rcastiris  of 
weight,  which  nuglit  materially  advantage  you  and 
your  father's  house,  thereby  to  aetenuine  you  to  abide 
at  Wolf's  Crair,  until  this  harvest  season  shall  be 
paps<Yi  over.  Kut  what  sayeth  the  proverb,  rabvm 
sapienti^—n  won!  is  more  to  him  that  hath  wisdom 
than  a  sc-rmon  to  a  fool.  And  albeit  we  have  written 
this  poor  scroll  with  our  own  hand,  and  are  well 
nsFunxl  of  the  fidelity  of  our  mesHcn^jer,  as  him  that  is 
many  ways  liounden  to  us,  yet  so  it  is,  that  sliddery 
ways  crave  war>'  walking,  and  that  we  may  not  peril 
upon  paptrr  matters  whicn  we  would  gladly  impart  to 
you  by  word  of  mouth.  WhtR-fore,  it  was  our  pur-  ! 
ose  to  have  prayc-d  you  heartily  to  come  to  this  our 
larrcn  Highland'couiitry  to  kill  a  stag,  and  to  triat  of ' 
the  matters  which  we  are  now  more  painfully  indict- 
ing to  you  anent.  But  commodity  does  not  serve  at 
ri  j»ent  for  such  our  meeting,  which,  therefore,  shall 
le  deferred  in  til  sic  time  as  we  may  in  all  mirth  re- 
hi  ars<'  tht)«('  things  whereof  we  now  kc-ep  silence. 
"Mt  an  time,  we  pmv  you  to  think  that  we  an*,  and  will 
s'ill  be,  your -good  kinfrjiian  and  well-wi^her,  waiting 
but  for  tmu.i  of  whilk  we  do,  as  it  were,  entertain  a 
twiliglu  prospect,  and  oppj.'ar  and  hope  to  be  al^•o  your 
effectual  wril-docr.  And  in  which  hope  vc  heartily 
write  ourself, 

'•Right  Honourable, 

"Your  loving  cousin, 

"A . 

•*  Given  from  our  poor 
house  of  B ,  &c." 

Superscribed— "  For  the  right  hononrable,  and  our 
honoureil  kinsman,  the  Master  of  Ravenswood — 
Tlufv'.  v.v.h  haste,  haste,  post  haste— ride  and  run  until 
tlieec  be  dclivtrcd." 

"What  think  you  of  this  eijistle,  BucklawT*  said 
the  Master,  when  his  companion  had  hammered  out 
all  the  sense,  and  almost  all  the  words  of  which  it 
consisted. 

.  "  Tndy,  that  the  Marquis's  meaning  is  as  great  a 
riddle  as  his  manuscript.  Hn  is  really  in  much  need 
of  Wit's  Interpreter,  or  the  Complete  Letter- Writer, 
ond  were  I  you,  I  w  ould  st^nd  him  a  copy  by  the  bttwer. 
He  writes  you  ver\'  kindly  to  remain  wasting  your 
time  and  your  money  in  this  vile,  stupid,  oppressed 
country,  witliout  so  much  as  offering  you  the  counte- 
nance and  shelter  of  his  house.  In  my  opinion,  he 
has  some  scheme  in  view  in  which  he  mipposea  you 
can  be  useful,  and  he  wishes  to  keep  you  at  hand,  to 
make  use  of  you  when  it  ripens,  reserving  the  power 
of  turning  you  adrift,  should  hit  plot  fiul  in  the  concoc- 
tion." 

*  His  p\6t  7— then  you  suppose  it  is  t  treasonable 
Inisinesis'*  answered  Ravenswood. 

'What  e1»^  can  it  be?"  replied  Bucklaw;  "the 
Marquis  has  been  long  suspected  to  hive  in  eye  to 
Saint  Gennaint." 
"Ne  should  not  engage  me  rashly  in  such  an 

-aian^"  aaid  BrnvmBwoods  "wiieB  I  reooUMl 


the  times  of  the  first  and  second  Gbaries,  and  4 
the  last  James,  truly  I  sec  little  reason,  that,  as  a  dui 
or  a  patriot,  I  should  draw  my  swoid  for  their  d» 
scendants."  • 

"Humph !"  replied  Bucklaw;  so  you  have  set  yonib 
self  down  to  mourn  over  the  crop-cared  dogs,  Whoa 
honest  Cla verse  treated  as  they  deser\'cd  7    ■ 

"  They  first  gave  the  do.i:s  an  ill  name,  and  then 
hanged  them,"  replieel  Ravenswood.  "  I  hope  to  set  ■ 
the  <lav  when  jus  tire  shall  be  open  to  Whig  and  Tor* 
and  when  these  nick-:n units  shall  only  be  used  amoni 
cotree^house  politicians,  as  s!ui  and  jadc  are  amuofi 
apple- women,  as  cant  terms  of  idle  spite  and  rsa- 
coiir.'* 

"  That  will  not  be  in  our  davs,  Master— the  iron  hit 
entered  too  dw'ply  into  our  sides  and  dtir souls." 

"  It  will  be,  however,  one  drty,"  repUcd  the  Master* 
rhen  will  not  always  start  at  these  nick-names tf 
at  u  lnimpet-S4)und.  As  sen-ial  life  is  better  protecl- 
ihI.  its  comforts  will  iK-eome  too  dear  to  be  hazarded 
without  some  Ix.Mter  reason  than  speculative  politics. 

"  It  is  fme  talking,"  answered  Bucklaw ;  "  but  iny 
heart  is  with  the  old  song,— 

'  To  ncp  rood  com  ui-on  tfic  rirn. 

And  n  frallow*  built  tn  hniiff  the  Whiffs. 

And  tiio  riirlit  rcntored  y\\\vrv  the  n«lit  shonld  he, 

O,  tlLat  i«  ttic  UiuiK  Uiut  would  wuiiua  me.'" 

"  You  may  sin.?  as  loudly  as  you  will,  cantftbU 
rnruw-s" — answifed  the  Master;  " but  I  believe  tht 
Maniiiis  is  too  wise,  at  least  too  war\',  to  join  >ou  in 
sucli  a  burdi  n.  Isus|K.ct  he  alludes  to  a  revulutioa 
in  the  Scottish  Privy  Council,  rather  than  in  the  Brit- 
ish kingdoms." 

"O,  confusion  to  your  state-tricks!"  e.xc]ainif<t 
Bucklaw.  "your  cold  calculatint?  manoeuvres,  which 
old  gentlemen  in  wrought  nightcaps  and  (uiied 
cowns  execute  like  so  many  games  at  chess,  and 
displace  a  treasurer  or  lord  commissbner  as  tlicy 
would  take  a  rook  or  a  pawn.  Tennis  for  my  sport 
and  battle  for  my  earnc  si !  My  racket  and  mv  sword 
for  my  plaything  and  bread- winner !  And  yoUil^Taster, 
so  deep  imd  considerate  as  you  would  seem,  you  hars 
that  within  you  makes  the  bloiKl  \m\  faster  than  cuiis 
vour  present  humour  of  moralizing  on  political  truths. 
You  are  one  of  those  wise  men  who  see  ever>'  thing 
with  great  composure  till  their  blood  is  up,  and  then 
—wo  to  any  one  who  i-hould  put  them  in  uiind  ol 
their  own  pnidential  maxims!' 

"Perhaps,"  said  Ravenswood,  "you  read  me 
more  riurhtly  than  £  can  niyse>lf.  But  to  think  justly 
will  certainly  firo  some  length  in  helping  mc  to  act  ta 
Hut  hark !  I  hear  Caleb  toHing  the  dinner  bell." 

"  Which  he  always  does  with  the  more  sonuroas 
grace,  in  proportion  to  the  mt  agemess  of  the  cheer 
which  he  has  provided,"  said  Bucklaw ;  "  as  if  that 
infernal  clang  and  jangle,  which  will  one  day  bnnic 
the  belfr>'  down  the  clifi,  could  convert  a  8tar\'ed  hen 
into  a  fat  capon,  and  a  biade-bone  of  mutton  into  a 
haimch  of  venison." 

"  I  wish  we  may  be  so  well  off  as  your  wont 
conjectures  sunnise,  Bucklaw,  from  the  extrEme 
solemnity  and  ceremony  with  which  Caleb  seems  to 
place  on  the  table  that  mlitary  covered  dish." 

"Uncover,  Caleb!  uncover,  for  Heaven's  sake! 
said  Bucklaw;  "let  us  have  what  you  can  give  at 
without  preface— Why,  it  stands  well  enough,  man," 
ho  contmued,  addressing  impatiently  the  ancient 
butler,  who.  without  n ply,  "kept  shiitiog  the  dish, 
until  he  had  at  length  placctl  it  with  mathematioil 
precision  in  the  very  midst  of  the  table. 

"What  have  we  got  here,  Caleb?"  inquired  the 
Master  in  his  turn. 

"Ahem!  sir,  ye  suld  have  known  before;  but  hit 
honour  the  Laird  of  Bucklaw  is  ^eo  impatient," 
answered  Caleb,  still  holding  the  dish  with  one  hand, 
and  the  cover  with  the  otha,  with  evklent  neluctanet 
to  disclose  the  contents. 

"  But  what  is  it.  a  God's  name— not  a  pair  of  clean 
spur&  I  hope,  in  the  Bonier  fashion  of  old  times?** 

"Ahem  1  anem!"  reiterated  Caleb.  "  your  bonov 
is  pleased  to  be  facetious— natbeless,  I  might  presumt 
to  say  it  was  a  convenient  fiishion,  and  usod,  as  li 
hm^«  heaidk  in  an  honourable  and  thriving  fiunfir 
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Bm  tooc^itts  VQur  prcffeiit  duineft  I  jodgod  that  l^te 
bflfai^  Saint  Jfagdaten's  Eve,  who  was  a  worttiT 
^bBoi'of  Scotland  in  her  day.  your  honours  migltt 
]«d#»  it  decoTouB,  if  not  altogether  to  fast,  yet  only  to 
■ostain  natnre  with  some  slight  refectionf  as  ane 
sanlted  herriag^or  die  like."  And,  uncovering  the 
di^  he  di^laved  four  of  the  savoory  fishes  whiich  he 
mentioned,  atkiing,  in  a  subdued  tone,  "  that  they 
were  no  Jnst  common  herring  neither,  being  every 
ane  melters,  and'sauted  with  uncommon  care  by  the 
hoQsekeeper  (poor  Mysie)  for  his  honom's  especial 

**  Out  upon  all  apologies !"  said  the  Master,  "let  us 
eat  the  herring  since  there  is  nothing  better  to  be 
hid~bnt  I  begin  to  think  with  you,  fiucklaw,  that 
we  are  consuming  the  last  green  leaf,  and  that,  in 
flpite  of  the  Marguis's  political  machinations,  wo 
must  ppsitiTcly  shift  camp  for  want  of  forage,  with- 
out waiting  thie  issue  of  tnem.'* 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Aj,  aod  wfaen  huntnnen  wind  the  merry  horn. 

Am  from  iU  covert  itarte  the  fearfU)  prey. 

Who.  wMrm'd  with  routh'i  blood  in  his  swelliiic  veint, 

Woald,  like  a  IHelew  dod,  outatretehed  lie, 

8hat  oot  from  all  th#  teir  crantioo  otSbnl 

Eikwaid,  Act  t  SteM  L 

Ltoht  meals  procmie  light  slumbers ;  and  therefore 
it  is  not  surprising,  that,  considering  the  fitre  which 
Caleb's  conscience,rOr  his  necessity,  assuming,  as  will 
sometimes  happen,  that  disguise,  had  assigned  to  the 
guests  of  Woirs  ^rag,  their  slimibers  should  have 
been  shorL 

In  the  morning  Bucklaw  rushed  into  his  host's 
apartment  with  a  loud  halloo^  which  might  have 
awaked  the  dead. 

**  Up !  up !  in  the  name  of  Heaven— the  himters  are 
out.  tJie  onlv  piece  of  sport  I  have  seen  this  month ; 
and  you  lie  here,  Master,  on  a  bed  that  has  little  to 
recommend  it,  except  that  it  may  be  something  softer 
than  the  stone  floor  of  your  ancestor's  vault" 

"I  wish,"  said  Ravenswood,  raising  his  head  peev- 
ishly, "  you  had  forborne  so  eairly  a  jest,  Mr.  Hayston 
—it  IS  really  no  pleasure  to  lose  the  very  short  repose 
which  1  had  just  begun  to  enjoy,  after  a  night  spent 
m  thoughts  upon  fortune  for  harder  than  my  couch, 
Bucklaw." 

"Prfiaw,  pshaw f  replied  his  guest;  "get  up— 
pet  up— the  hounds  are  abroad— I  nave  sttddled  the 
horses  rayseU;  for  old  Caleb  was  calling  for  grooms 
and  lackeys,  and  would  never  have  proceed  without 
two  hourr  apology,  for  the  absence  of  men  that  were 
a  hundred  miles  off.— Get  up,  Master* — ^I  say  the 
hounds  are  out— get  up,  I  say— the  hunt  is  up."  And 
off  ran  Bucklaw. 

"  And  I  say,"  said  the  Master  rising  slowhr,  **  that 
nothing  can  concern  me  less.  Whose  hoimos  coma 
•0  near  to  us  7" 

"The  Honoirable  Lord  Bittlebrains*,"  answered 
Cakh,  who  had  followed  the  impatient  Laifd  of  Buck- 
law  into  his  master's  bedroom,  *  and  truly  I  k^  nae 
title  they  have  to  be  yowling  and  howling  within  the 
freedoms. and  immumties  of  your  kndship's, right  of 
free  forestry." 

"Nor  L  Caleb,"  replied  Ravenswood,  ** exosptmg 
that  they  have  boufl^t.boih  the  lands  and  the  right  of 
forestry,  and  may  thbk  themselves  entitled  to  exercise 
the  rights  ^hey  nave  paid  their  money  for." 

"  It  may  be  sae,  my  lord,"  replied  Caleb ;  ".but  iff 
BO  gentleman's  deed  of  them  to  oome  here  and  exer^ 
cue  such  like  right,  and  your  lordship  living;  at  your 
am  castle  of  Wolfs  Crag.  Lord  Bittlebrama  would 
as  wed  to  remember  what  his  folk  have  been." 

**  And  we  what  we  now  arst'  said  the  Master,  with 
oppressed  bitterness  of  foeling.  "  But  reach  me  my 
doak^  Caleb,  and  I  will  indulge  Bucklaw  with  a  sight 
of  this  chase*   It  is  selfish  to  sacrifice  my  guest's 


«8OT8  to  my  OWIL" 

"*  Sacrifice  r'  sehoed  Caleb,  in  a  tons  which  seemed 
to  imply  the  total  absurdity  of  vim  master  making  the 
pist  ooQcesnon  hi  deference  to  any  one— '^  SacnficcL 
■deed  I— but.  I  crave  your  honom's  paidon^-ciid 
thilk  doublet  is  it  your  pleasure  to  wearr' 
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^  Any  one  yoit  will,  Caleb--iiiy  waidiobe,  I  nipposih 
18  not  very  extensile." 

"Not  extensive  I"  echoed  his  assistant i  *'wheii . 
there  is  the  grey^and  silver  that  your  lordship  be- 
stowed OB  Hew  Hildebrand,  your  outrider— and  the 
French  velvet  that  went  with  my  lord  your  ftither— 
(foe  gracious  to  himl>-7my  lord  your  lather's  auld 
wardrobe  to  the  pdl  friends  of  the  family,  and  ths 


drap-de-berry"— 

•*^Which  I  gave  to  yon,  Caleb,  i 
is  the  only  (uess  we  have  any 


.  and  which,  I  suppose^ 

-__,  any  chance  to  oome  at, 

except  that  I  wore  yesterday— prey,  hand  me  that, 
and  say  no  more  about  it" 

**  If  your  honocu'  has  a  foncy,"  replied  Caleb,  "  and 
doubtless  it's  a  sad-coloured  suit,  and  you  are  in 
mourning— nevertheless,  I  have  never  tned  on  the 
drap-d^-berry— ill  wad  it  oecome  me— and  your  honour 
having  no  change  of  daitha  at  this  present— and 
if  s  wed  brushed,  and  as  there  are  leddies  down 
yonder"— 

" Ladies f  said  Ravenswood;  "and what  ladies, 
prayj" 

"what  do  I  ken,  your  lordship  1— looking  down  at 
them  from  the  Warden's  Tower,  I  could  but  see  them 
glent  by  wi'  their  bridles  rimmg,  and  their  feathers 
fluttering;  like  the  court  of  Elfland." 

"Weir well  Caleb,"  rnlied  the  Master,  "help  me 
on  with  my  cloak,  and  hand  me  my  sword-belt.— 
What  clatter  is  that  in  the  court-jrardi" 

"Just  Bucklaw  bringing  out  the  horses,"  said 
Caleb,  afrer  a  glance  through  the  window,  "  as  if 
there  werena  men  eneugh  in  the  castle,  or  as  if  I 
couldna  serve  the  turn  of  ony  o'  them  that  are  out  o* 
the  eate." 

"  Alas !  Caleb,  we  should  want  Httle,  if  your  abiUty 
were  equal  to  your  will/'  replied  his  master. 

"  And  I  hooe  your  lordship disna  want  that  muckle," 
said  Caleb ;  "  for,  considering  a'  things,  I  trust  we  sup- 
port the  credit  of  the  fami^  as  wed  as  things  wul 
perynit  o!;— only  Bucklaw  is  aye  ^e  frank  and  sae 
forward.— And  there  he  has  brought  out  your  lord- 
ship's palfrey,  without  the  saddle  being  decored  wi* 
the  broidered  sompter-doth !  and  I  couldhave  brushed 
it  in  a  minute.** 

"  It  is  all  very  well,"  said  his  master,  escaping  from 
him,  and  descending  the  narrow  and  steei^  wmding 
staircase,  which  led  to  th^  court-yard. 
'  "  It  may  be  a'  very  wed,"  said  Caleb,  sdinewhat 
peevishly;  "but  if  your  lordship  wad  tarry  a  bit,  I 
will  tell  you  what  will  luA  be  very  weel" 

"And  what  is  thati"  said  Kavenswood  impa- 
tiently, but  stopping  at  the  same  time. 

"  why,  just  mat  ye  suld  speer  ony  gentlemen  hams 
to  dmner;  for  I  canna  mak  anither  fast  on  a  feast 
day,  as  when  I  cam  ower  Bucklaw  wi'  ^ueen  Mar- 
garet—and, to  speak  truth,  if  your  lordship  wad  \x^ 
please  to  cast jrdursell  i|>  ths  way  of  dmmg  wi'  Lord 
Bittlebrains,  r  se  warrand  I  wad  cast  about  brawly 
for  the  mora;  or i^  stead  o^  that,  ye  wad  but  dine  wP 
them  at  the  change-house,  ye  might  mak  your  shift 
for  the  lawing:  ye  might  say  ye  had  fomt  your 
purse-or  that  the  carline  awed  ye  rent,  and  that  ya 
wad  allow  it  in  the  settlement" 

"Or  any  other  lie  that  came  uppermost,  I  suppose  y 
said  his  master.  "  Good  by,  Caleb :  I  commend  your 
care  for  the  honour  of  the  famOy.^'  And,  throwing 
hinisdf  on  his  horsey  he  followed  Bucklaw,  whcs  at 
the  manifost  risk  of  his  neck,  had  begun  to  gaUop 
down  the  steep  path  which  led  from  the  Tower,  as 
soon  as  he  saw  Ravenswood  have  his  foot  m  the 

Caleb  Balderstone  looked  anxfously  after  them, 
and  shook  his  thin  gray  focks-"  And  I  tmst  they  will 
come  to  no  evil— bat  they  have  reached  the  plain, 
and  folk  cannot  say  but  that  the  horse  are  hearty  and 
in  ittirits." 

Animated  by  the  natural  hnpetaoshy  and  fire  of^bia 
temper,  young  Bucklaw  rushed  on  with  the  caidesa 
speedofaw&rlwxnd.  Ravenswood  was  scarce  mora 
moderate  in  his  pace,  for  his  was  a  n^d  wwflfiii^^ 
roused  from  conteinplative  inaotiyity,  rot  whic^ 
when  once  put  into  motion,  acguhed  a  t^nnt  of  forci- 
ble'and  vMHeot  progession.  Neither  was  \ 
nesspropotftionedin  aQcaserto  tbemortive  ( 
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bat  miitfat  be  compared  to  the  speed  of  a  stone,  which 
rushes  with  like  fury  down  the  hill,  whether  it  was 
first  put  in  motion  by  the  arm  of  a  giant  or  the  hand 
of  a  boy.  He  felt,  therefore,  in  no  ordinary  degree, 
the  headlong  impolae  of  the  chase,  a  pastime  so 
natural  to  youth  of  all  ranks,  that  it  seems  rather,  to 
be  an  inherent  passion  in  our  animal  nature,  which 
lerels  all  differences  of  rank  ani  education,  than  an 
-acquired  habit  of  rapid  exercise. 

The  repeated  bursts  of  the  French  horn,  which  was 
then  always  used  for  the  encouragement  and  direc- 
tion of  the  hounds— the  deep,  though  distant  baying 
of  the  pack— the  half- heard  cries  of  the  huntsmen— 
the  half-seen  forms  which  were  discovered,  now 
emeiging  from  ^ens  which  crossed  the  moor,  now 
sweeping  over  its  surface,  now  picking  their  way 
where  it  was  impeded  by  morasses;' and,,  above  all, 
the  feeling  of  his  own  rapid  motion,  animated  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  at  least  for  the  moment, 
above  the  recollections  of  a  more  painful  nature  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  The  first  thing  which 
recalled  him  to  those  unpleasing  circumstances,  was 
feeling  that  his  horse,  notwithstanding  all*  the  advan- 
tages which  he  received  from  his  rider's  knowledge 
of  the  country,  was  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  chase. 
As  he  drew  his  bridle  up  with  the  bitter  feeling,  that 
-his  poverty  excluded  him  from  the  favourite  recrea- 
tion of  his  Ibre&thers,  and  indeed  their  sole  employ- 
inent  when  not  engaged  in  military  pursuits,  he  was 
accosted  by  a  weD-mounted  stranger,  who,  unob- 
served, haa  kept  near  him  during  the  earlier  part  of 
his  career. 

"  Your  horse  i^  blown,"  said  the  man,  with  a  com- 
plaisance seldom  used  in  a  hunting-field.  "  Might  I 
crave  your  honour  to  make  use  of  minel" 

"Sir"  said  Ravenswood.   more  surprised  than 

S leased  at  such  a  proposal,  ^*  I  really  do  not  know 
ow  I  have  merited  such  a  favour  at  a  stranger's 
hands.*' 

"Never  ask  t  question  about  it,  Master,*'  said 
Bucklaw,  who,  with  great  unwillingness,  had  hitherto 
reined  in  his  own  gallant  steed,  not  to  outride  his 
host  and  entertainer.  "Take  the  goods,  the  gods 
provide  you.  as  the  great  John  Dryden  says— or  stay 
—here,  my  uiend,  lend  me  that  horse ;  I  see  you  have 
been  puzzled  to  rein  him  up  this  half  hour.  I'll  take 
the  devil  out  of  him  for  you.  Now,  Master,  do  you 
ride  mine,  which  will  carry  you  like  an  eagle.*' 

And  throwing  the  rem  of  his  own  horse  to  the  Mas- 
ter of  Ravenswood,  he  sprang  upon  that  which  the 
stranger  resigned  to  him,  and  continued  his  career  at 
full  need. 

"  Was-ever  so  thoughtless  a  being  I"  said  the  Mas- 
ter: ^'  and  you,  my  mend,  how  could  you  trust  him 
with  your  horse  Y' 

^  "The  horse,*'  said  the  man,  "belongs  to  a  person 
who  will  make  your  honour,  or  any  of  your  honour- 
able friends,  most  welcome  to  him,  flesh  and  fell." 

"  And  the  owner's  name  is T  asked  Ravens- 
wood. 

"  Your  honour  must  excuse  me^  you  will  learn  that 
from  himself.— If  you  please  to  take  your  friend's 
horse,  and  leave  me  your  galloway,  I  will  meet  you- 
after  the  fall  of  the  stag,  for  I  hear  they  are  bk>wmg 
him  at  bay." 

"I  believe,  my  fiiend,  it  will  be  the  best  way  to 
recover  your  good  horse  for  you,**  answered  Ravens- 
wood ;  and  mounting  the  nag  of  his  friend  Bucklaw, 
he  made  all  the  haste  in  his  power  to  the  spot  where 
the  blast  of  the  horn  announced  t&at  the  stag's  career 
was  nearly  termmated. 

These  jovial  sounds  were  intermixed  with  htmts- 
men*s  shouts  of'Hyke  a  Talbot  I^Hyke  a  Teviott 
now,  boys,  now  !*'  and  similar  cheering  halloos  of  the 
olden  dunung-field  to  which  the  impatient  jelling  of 
the  hounds,  now  dose  on  the  object  of  their  pursuit, 
gave  a  lively  and  unremitting  chorus.  The  strag- 
t^iiiy;  riders  o^gan  now  to  rally  to?^ards  the  scene  of 
nctiun,  collectmg  from  difibrent  pomts  as  to  a  com- 
.,  mou  centre. 

Bucklaw  JLept  the  start  which  he  had  gotteiL  and 

arrived  first  at  the  spot,  where  the  stag,  incapable  of 

sustaining  a  more  prolonged  flight  had  turned  upon 

,.  the  hounds,  and,  in  the  hunter*f  phras^  was  at  bay. 


With  his  stately  head  beat  dbwn,  his  sides  wbhJ 
with  foam,  his  eyes  strained  betwixt  rage  and  tenor* 
the  hunted  animal  bad  now  in  his  turn  become  an 
object  of  intimidation  to  his  pursuers.  The  hunters 
came  up  one  by  one^  and  watched  an  opportunity  to 
assail  him  with  some  advantage,  which,  ui  such  ai" 
eamstances,  can  only  be  done  with  caution.  Tha 
dogs  stood  aloof  and  bayed  loudly,  intimating  at  once 
eagerness  and  fear,  and  each  of  the  sportsmen  seemed 
to  expect  that  his  comrade  would  take  upon  him  the 
perilous  task  of  assaulting  and  disabling  the  animaL 
The  ground,  which  was  a  hollow  in  the  common  or 
moor,  aiToraed  httle  advantage  for  approaching  the 
stag  unobserved ;  and  general  was  the  shout  of  trir 
umph  when  Bucklaw,  with  the  dexterity  proper  to  an 
accomplished  cavalier  of  the  day,  sprang  from  hi« 
horse,  and  dashing  suddenly  and  swatly  at  the  stag, 
brought  him  to  the  ground  by  a  cut  on  the  hind  leg 
with  nis  short  hunting  sword.  The  pack,  rushing  in 
upon  their  disabled  enemy,  soon  ended  his  painful 
struggles,  and  solemnized  his  fall  with  their  ciamonr 
— thehunters,  with  their  horns  and  voices,  whoopinA 
and  blowing  a  mort,  or  death-note,  which  resounded 
far  over  the  oillows  of  the  adjacent  ocean. 

The  huntsman  then  withdrew  the  hounds  from  ths 
throttled  stag,  and  on  his  knee  presented  his  kni£B  to 
a  fair  female  form,  on  a  white  palfrey,  whose  terror, 
or  perhaps  her  compassion,  had  till  then  kept  her  at 
some  distance.  She  wore  a  black  silk  riding-mask, 
which  was  then  a  common  fashion,  as  well  for  pre- 
serving the  complexion  from  sun  and  rain,  as  from 
an  idea  of  decorum,  which  did  pot  permit  a  lady  to 
appear  barefaced  while  engaged  m.  a  boisterous  sport, 
and  attended  by  a  promiscuous  company.  The  rich- 
ness of  her  dr^  however,  as  well  as  the  mettle  and 
form  of  her  palfrey,  together  with  the. silvan  compU- 
ment  paid  to  her  by  the  huntsman,  pointed  her  out  to 
Bucklaw  as  the  pnncipal  person  in  the  field.  It  was 
not  without  a  feeling  of  pity^  approaching  even  to 
contempt,  that  this  enthusiasuc  hunter  observed  her 
refiise  the  huntsman's  knife,  presented  to  her  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  first  incision  in  the  stag's 
breastj|nd  thereby  discovering  the  quaUty  of  the  veni- 
son. He  felt  more  than  half  mclined  to  pay  his  com- 
pliments to  her ;  but  it  had  been  Bucklaws  noisfor- 
tune,  that  his  habits  of  life  had  not  rendered  him  fa- 
miliarly acquainted  with  the  higher  and  better  classes 
of  female  society,  so  that,  with  all  his  natural  auda- 
city, he  felt  sheQ>ish  and  bashfid  when  it  became 
necessary  to  address  a  lady  of  disdncdon. 

Taking  unto  himself  heart  of  grace,  (to  use  faia 
own  phrase^)  he  did'i^t  length  aummon  up  resolution 
enough  to  Rive  the  fair  huntress  good  time  of  the  day, 
and  trust  that  her  sport  had  answered  her  expecta- 
tion. Her  answer  was  very  courteously  and  modestly 
expressed,  and  testified  some  gratitude  to  the  gaUant 
cavalier,  whose  exploit  had  terminated  the  chase  so 
adroitly,  when  the  hounds  and  huntsmen  seemed 
somewhat  at  a  stand. 

*'Uds  daggers  and  scabbard,  madam,**  said  Buck- 
law,  whonithis  observation  brought  at  once  upon  his 
own  ground.  "  there  is  no  difficulty  or  merit  m  that 
matter  at  all,  so  that  a  fellow  is  not  too  much  afraid 
of  having  a  pair  of  antlers  in  his  guts.  I  have  hunted 
at  force  five  nundred  times,  madam ;  and  I  never  yet 

sau-  the 'f  hr,r.  hr  !rT.-nr!  nr  wni-r,  hn  I  durst 

he'. ',.:■■;  I  i  ■  '  ■■  i  :  i  ;  I '  ■  .  '  ■  ■  :  rid  Wunij 
ma^i^im  ;.  ojid  I'D  tJJ  vo^i  madams  fur  all  that,  a 
raxisi  hb  doiie  with  gooJ  be^  and  cquUoh  :  and  you 
will  do  wfill,  madnm.  lo  hnve  your  buniing-ffwotd 
both  riffht  sharp  End  doublc-cdfjed*  ihnt  you  may 
strike  qiher  fom-hondefl  or  buck-handcd^nsrou  see 
reoEon,  for  n  hurt  with  a  truck's  born  is  upeEiboB  and 
somewhat  venomoue  Diatjer,'* 

"  I  am  afraidj  tth"  taid  the  youns  lady,  end  her 
sniik"  w»a  scarce  coneealed  by  hf  r  vizsjd.  ^' I  shall 
havE  lit  lie  use  for  ftuoh  oarcful  pftpamtson,'^ 

*^BuE  lh^el  ic^entlemati  aays  very  nght  for  all  that,  m? 
\sf\y"  Emd  tm  old  hiint^mno,  who  htid  JiMtmcd  to 
Bmkltiw'e  haran^]fl  wjQi  no  small  ddtHcntion  [  **  and 
I  have  heanl  my  lathi^r  sny,  who  was  a  fort^ter  at  the 
Cabrnch,  that  a  wild  boar&  catjnch  h  motti  oAsiiv 
hetiitd  than  a  hurt  from  theiiecr's  horHj  foreo  says 
tho  old  waodman'BiE^^BiciJT^^,*^  ^r>"^ 
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*  tf  dM  belmrt  witii  iMm  of  hart  itbriniB  thM  to  thr  btar : 
Ml  twk  of  boar  ihall  loechos  heaI-4henof  have  laMer  teat?  " 

"An  I  misht  advise,"  continaed  Bucklaw,  who 
was  now  in  his  element,  and  desirous  of  assuming 
the  whole  management,  ^  as  the  hounds  are  surbated 
and  weary,  the  head  of  the  stag  should  be  cabaged  m 
order  to  rewaM  them;  and  if  I  may  |)re8ume  to 
qwak,  the  huntsman,  who  is  to  break  up  the  stag, 
ought  to  drink  to  your  good  ladyship's  heidth  a  good 
lusty  bicker  of  ale,  or  a  tass  of  brandy;  for, if  he 
breaks  him  up  without  drinking,  the  venison  will  not 
keg?  well." 

This  very  agreeable  prescription,  received,  as  will 
be  readily  believed^  all  acceptation  from  the  hunts- 
man, who,  in  requital,  offered  to  Bucklaw  the  com- 
pliment of  his  knife,  which  the  young  lady  had 
declined.  This  polite  profier  was  seconded  by  his 
mistresa.  . 

"  1  believe,  sir,''  she  said,  withdrawing  herself  from 
the  circle  *'  that  my  father,  for  whose  amusement 
Lord  Bittlebrains'  hounds  have  been  out  to-dav,  will 
readily  surrender  all  care  of  these  matters  to  a  gentle- 
man of  your  experience." 

Then,  bending  gracefully  from  her  horse,  she  wished 
him  good  morning,  and,  attended  by  one  or  two  do- 
mestics;, who  seemed  immediately  attached  to  her 
service,  retired  from  the  scene  of  action,  to  which 
Bucklaw,  too  much  delighted  with  an  opportumty  of 
displaying  his  wood-craft  to  care  about  man  or  wo- 
man either,  paid  little  attention ;  but  was  soon  stript 
to  his  doublet,  with  tucked-up  sleeves,  and  naked 
arms  up  to  the  elbows  -in  blood  and  grease,  slashing, 
cutting  hadtin^  and  hewing,  with  the  precision  of 
Sir  Tn3trera  himself;  and  wrangling  and  dispuUng 
with  all  around  him  concerning  nombles,  briskets, 
flankaxds,  and  raven-bones,  then  usual  terms  of  the 
art  of  hunting,  or  of  butchery,  whichever  the  reader 
ebobses  to  call  it,  which  are  now  probably  anti- 
(loaced. 

When  Ravenswood,  who  followed  a  short  soace 
behind  his  friend,  saw  that  the  stag  had  fallen, 
his  temporaty  ardour  for  the  chase  gave  way  to  that 
feelmg  of  reluctance  which  he  endured,  at  encoun- 
tering in  his  fallen  fortunes  the  gaze  whether  of 
opials  or  inferiors.  He  reined  up  nis4ior8e  on  the 
top  of  a  gentle  eminence,  from  which  he  observed 
the  busy  and  gay  scene  beneath  him,  and  heard  the 
whoops  of  the  huntsmen  gayly  mingled  with  the  cry 
of  the  dogs,  and  the  neighing.and  trampling  of  the 
horses.  But  these  jovial  sounds  fell  sadly  on  the  ear 
of  the  ruined  nobleman.  The  chase,  with  all  its  train 
of  excitations,  has  ever  since  feudal  times  been  ac- 
counted the  almost  exclusive  pnvilege  of  the  aristoc- 
racy, and  was  anciently  their  chief  employment  in 
times  of  peace.  The  sense  that  he  was  excluded  by 
his  siuiation  from  enjoying  the  silvan  sport,  which 
ms  rank  assigned  to  him  as  a  special  prerogative,  and 
the  feeling  that  new  men  were  now  exercismg  it  over 
the  downs,  which  had  been  jealously  reserved  by  his 
.  ancestors  for  their  own  amusement,,  while  he,  the 
■eir  of  the  domain,  was  fain  to  hold  himself  at  a  dis- 
tance from  their  party,  awakened  reflections  calcu- 
lated to  depress  deeply  a  miiid  like  Ravenswood's, 
which  was  naturally  contemplative  and  melancholy. 
His  pride,  however,  soon  snook  off  this  feeling,  of 
dejectipn,  and  it  gave  way  to  impatience  upon  finding 
that  his  volatile  mend  Bucklaw  seemed  m  no  hurry 
to  return  with  his  borrowed  steed,  which  Bavens- 
wood,  before  leaving  the  field,  wished  to  see  restored 
to  the  obliging  owner.  As  ne  was  about  to  move 
towards  the  group  of  assembled  huntsmen,  he  was 
)omed  by  a  horseman,  who  tike  himself  had  kept 
*loof  during  the  fall  of  the  deer. 

This  parsonage  seemed  stricken  in  yrars.  He  wore 
a  Bcarlet  cloak,  buttoning  high  upon  nis  face^  and  his 
jat  was  unlooped  and  slouched,  probably  by  way  of 
oefence  against  the  weather.  His  norse,  a  strong  and 
■tfeady  pWfrey,  was  calculated  for  a  rider  who  pro- 
posed to  witness  the  sport  of  the  day,  rather  than  to 
J'hare  It  Am  attendant  waited  at  some  distance,  and 
tnc  whole- equipment  was  that  of  an  elderly  gentle- 
vian  of  rank  and  fashion.  He  acoosted  Kavens- 
wood  very  politely,  but  not  without  some  embarrass- 
ttent 
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"You  seem  a  gallant 

said,  "  and  yet  ^appear  as 
*iadmy  " 


itleman.  sir."  be 

,     —  '-  ,-'\ — -^^  ^  ^"^  brave 

sport  as  if  you  had  my  load  of  years  on  your  ahonl- 


ders." 

,  "I  have  followed  thesport  with  more  spirit  on  other 
occasions,"  replied  the  Master;  "at  present,  late 
events  in  my  family  must  be  my  apology-~and  be- 
sides," he  added.  "  I  was  but  indmerently  mounted  at 
the  beginning  of  the  sport." 

"  I  think,"  s«id  the  stranger, "  one  of  my  attendants 
had  the  sense  to  accommodate  your  friend  with  n 
horse." 

"  1  was  much  inaebt^  to  hfs  politeness  and  yours," 
replied  Ravenswood.  '*  My  friend  is  Mr.  Hayston  of 
Bucklaw,  whom  I  daresay  you  will  be  sure  to  find  in 
the  thick  of  the  keenest  sportsmen.  He  vnll  return 
your  servant^s  horse,  and  take  my  peny  in  exchange 
—and  will  add,"  he  concluded,  turning  his  horses 
head, from  the  stranger,  "his  best  acknowledgments 
to  mine  for  the  accommodation." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  having  thus  expressed 
himseli^  began  to  move  homeward,  with  the  manner 
of  one  who  nas  taken  leave  of  his  company.  But  the 
stranger  was  not  so  to  be  shaken  off.  He  turned  his 
horse  at  the  same  time,  and  rode  in  the  same  direc- 
tion so  near  to  the  Master,  that,  without  outriding 
him,  which  the  formal  civility  of  the  time,  and  the 
respect  due  to  the  stranger's  age  and  recent  civilitv, 
would  have  rendered  improper,  he  could  not  easily 
escnpe  from  hi?  co-n—<.v.' 

Tluj  r^tfim^tjr  lHlL  not  long  rein idn  silent.  "This, 
thud/*  he  SJiJQi  "i»\he.  ancient  Car^de  of  Wolfs  Cra& 
oftr>n  tiiGntionod  in  the  Scotibh  rt cords,"  looking  to 
the  old  tower,  xhm  darkcriinij  vjnii«r  the  influence  of 
a  stormy  tloud,  that  fijmxed  lo  bnck-ground;  for  at 
the  fl'mt^acG  of  a  f*hi>r[  mUe,  the  chase,  having  been 
circuitous^  hadWouf^ht  the  hunU^t:  nearly  back  to  the 
point  which  they  had  attained,  vihen  Ravenswood 
and  Stick  1ft w  had  set  forward  to  juui  them. 

Ravpiis^wood  anisweried  this  oliMrvation  with  a  cold 
and  rJbiunt  n!?=;rrrt, 

'■'It  w.!-^,  :i^  \  K  .  '  ..:/'.  ill''  med  the  stranger, 
uijjib^i^,-  i>l  by  hi-  -luluiLi-^  '■uud  of  the  most  early 
possessions  of  the  honourable  faoaily  of  Ravens- 
wood." 

"  Their  earliest  possession,"  answered  the  Master, 
"and  probably  their  latest" 

"I— l—I  should  hope  not,  sir,"  answered  the  stran- 
ger, clearing  his  voice  with  more  than  one  cough,  and 
making  an  effort  to  overcome  a  certain  degree  of  hesi- 
tation,—"  Scotland  knows  what  she  owes  to  tliis 
ancient  family,  and  remembers  their  frequent  and 
honourable  achievements.  I  have  httle  doubt  that, 
were  it  properly  represented  to  her  majesty  that  so 
ancient  and  noble  a  family  were  subjected  to  dilapida- 
tion—I  mean  to  decay— means  might  be  found,  ad  re- 
adificandam  an^quam  domum" 

"I  will  save  jrou  the  trouble  sir,  of  discussing  this 
point  farther,"  mtemipted  the  Master,  haughtUy.  "  I 
am  the  heir  of  that  unfortunate  House— I  am  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood.  And  yon,  sir,  who  seem  to 
be  a  gentleman  of  fashion  and  education,  must  be 
sensible,  that  the  next  mortification  after  being  im- 
happy,  is  the  being  loaded  with  undesired  comnusse* 
ration." 

^*I  beg  your  pardon,  sir^"  said  the  elder  horseman  ~ 
"I  did  not  know— t  am  sensible  I  ought  not  to 
have  mentioned— nothins  could  be  fiuther  from  my 
thoufliits  than  to  supposcr 

"  There  are  no  apologies  necessary,  sir,"  answered 
Ravenswood,  '*  for  here,  I  suppose^  our  roads  sepa- 
rate, and  I  assure  you  that  we  part  m  perfect  equani 
mity  on  my  skie." 

Ab  speaking  these  words,  he  directed  his,  horse's 
head  towards  a  narrow  causeway^  the  anaent  ap- 
proach to  Wolfs  Crag,  of  which  it  might  be  truly 
said,  in  the  words  of  the  Bard, of  Hope,  that 

"  Prequelted  br  ft w  was  the  mm-ooyefd  road, 

Wbwe  ttw  hunter  of  deer  and  the  warrior  trodo. 

To  hia  hUIa  that  eoeirolo  the  aea." 

But,  ere  he  could  disengage  himself  from  his  compan 
ion,  the  young  lady  w6  have  already  mentioned  came 
up  to  jom  the  stranger,  followed  by  ner  servants. 
17 
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"  Dan^ter/'  wnd  ike  Btnsig&f  to  the  muked  darn- 
s'. ^'  tl^  is  the  Master  cf  Ravenswood.'' 

1^  would  hftTe  been  natural  that  the  gentleman 
should  have  replied  to  this  introduction ;  but  there 
vns  something  in  the  graceful  form  and  retinng 
modesty  of  the  female  to  whom  he  was  thus  pre- 
sented, whith  not  only  prevented  him  from  inquiring 
to  whom,  and  by  wliom,  the  annunciation  had  been 
made,  but  which  even  for  the  time  struck  him  aboo- 
Itttely  mute.  At  this  moment  the  clovdwhich  had 
long  lowered  abOrve  the  height  on  which  Wolfs  Crag 
«  situated,  and  which  now,  as  it/idvanced,  spread 
tself  in  darker  and  denser  folds  both  over  land  and 
sea,  hiding  the -distant  objects  and  obscuring  diose 
which  were  nearer,  turning  the  sea  to  a  leaden  com- 
plexion, and  the  heath  to  a  darker  brown,  began 
now,  by  one  or  two  distant  peals,  to  announce  the 
thunders  with  which  it  was  fraught;  while  two 
flashes  of  Hghtning,  following  each  other  very  closelv, 
showed  in  the  distance  the  grov  turrets  of  Wolffs 
Crag,  and,  more  nearly,  the  rolling  billows  of  the 
ocean,  crested  suddenly  with  red  and  dazzling  light. 

The  horse  of  the  fiiir  ntmtress  showed  symptoms  of 
impatience  and  restiveness,  and  it  became  impossible 
for  Ravenswood,  as  a  man  or  a  gentleman,  to  leave 
her  abruptly  to  the  care  of  an  aged  father  or  her 
menial  attondants.  He  was,  or  oelieved  himself, 
obliged  in  courtesy,  to  take  hold  of  her  bridle^  ana 
assist  her  in  managing  the  unruly  animal.  While  he 
was  thus  engaged,  the  old  gentleman  observed  that 
the  sto^n  seemed  to  mcrease— that  they  were  far 
fh>m  Lord  Bittlebrams*.  whose  guests  they  were  for 
the  present— and  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  to  point  him  the  way  to  the 
nearest  place  of  refuge  from  the  storm.  At  the  same 
time  he  cast  a  wistful  and  embarrassed  look  towards 
the  Tbwer  of  Wolfs  Crag,  which  seemed  to  render  it 
almost  impossible  for  the  owner  to  avoid  offering  an 
old  man  and  a  lady,  in  such  an  emergency,  the  tem- 
poral y  use  of  his  house.  Indeed,  the  condition  of  the 
iroung  huntress  made  this  courtesy  indispensable; 
Jbr,  m  the  course  of  the  services  which  he  ren- 
dered, he  could  not  but  perceive  that  she  trembled 
much,  and  was  extremely  agitated,  from  her  appre- 
hensions, doubtless,  of  the  coining  storm. 

I  knownot  if  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  shared 
her  terrors,  but  he  was  not  entirely  free  from  some- 
thing Eke  a  simflarxlisorder  of  nerves,  as  he  observed, 
"The  Tower  of  Wolfs  Crag  has  nothing  to  offer 
beyond  the  shelter  of  its  root,  but  if  that  can  be  ac- 
ceptable at  such  a  moment"— he  paused,  as  if  the  rest 
of  the  invitation  stuck  in  his  throat  But  the  oFd  gen- 
tleman, his  self-constituted  companion,  did  not  allow 
him  to  recede  from,  the  invitation,  which  he  had 
ra'ther  suffered  to  be  implied  than  du'ectly  expressed. 

"  The  storm,"  said  the  stranger,  "  must  be  an 
apology  for  waving  ceremony— his  daughter's  health 
was  weak— she  had  suffered  much  from  a  recent 
alarm— he  trusted  their  intrusion  on  the  Mast^  of 
Ravenswood's  hospitality  would  not  be  altogether 
unpardonable  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case— his 
chud's  safety  must  be  dearer  to  him  than  ceremony." 

There  was  no  room  to  retreat  The  Master  of 
Ravenswood  led  the  way,  continuing  to  keep  hold  of 
the  lady's  bridle  to  present  her  horse  from  starting  at 
some  unexpected  explosion  of  thunder.  He  was  not 
80  bewildered  in  his  own  hurried  reflections.  Iiut  that 
he  remarked,  that  the  deadly  paleness  which  had 
occupied  her  neck  and  temples,  and  such  of  her  fea- 
tures as  the  ridiog-mask  left  exposed,  gave  place  to  a 
deep  and  rosy  suffusion ;  and  he  fblt  with  embarrass- 
ment that  a  flush  was  by  tadt  sympathy  excited  in 
his  own  cheeks.  The  stranger,  with  watchfulness 
which  hedisguitied  under  apprehensions  for  the  safety 
of  his  daughter,  continued  to  observe  the  expression 
)f  the  Master's  countenance  as  they  ascended  the 
hill  to  Wolfs  Crag.  When  they  stood  in  front  of 
that  ancient  fortress,  Ravenwood's  em%tions  were  of 
a  veiy  complicated  description ;  and  as  he  led  the 
way  mto  the  rude  court-yard,  and  halloo'd  to  Caleb 
to  give  attendance,  there  was  a  tone  of  stemnc»s, 
almost  of  fierceness,  which  seeped  somewhat  alien 
from  the  courtesies  of  one  who  is  receiving  honoured 
gsest^ 


fc 


Caleb  came ;  and  not  the  ptAmem  of  the  Mr  stran* 
ger  at  the  first  approach  of  the  thunder,  nor  the  pale- 
ness of  any  other  person,  in  any  other  cireu^nstances 
whatever,  equalled  that  which  overcame  the  th^ 
cheeks  of  the  disconsolate  seneschal,  when  he  beheld 
this  accession  of  guests  to  the  castle,  and  reflected 
that  the  dinner  hour  was  fast  opproacntnjg.  "Is  he 
dafrT'  he  muttered  to  himself— ^' is  he  ckean  daft  s* 
tbegither,!  to  bring  lords  and  ieddiee,  and  a  host  of 
folk  behint  them,  and  twal-o-clock  chappit  1"  Then 
approaching  the  Master^  he  craved  pardon  for  having 
permitted  toe  rest  of  his  people  lo  go  out  to  see  the 
hunt,  observing,  that  "they  wad  never  think  of  his 
lordship  coming  back  till  mirk  night,  and  that  he 
dreaded  they  might  play  the  truant." 

"  Silence,  Balderstone,"  said  Ravenswood,  stemlr; 
"your  folly  is  unseasonable.— Sir  and  madam,"  ne 
said,  turning  to  his  guests,  "  this  old  man,  and  a  yet 
older  and  more  imbecile  female  domestic,  form  my 
whole  retinue.  Our  means  of  refreshing  you  are 
more  scanty  than  even  so  miserable  a  retmue,  and  a 
dwelling  so  dilapidated,  might  seem  to  promise  you; 
but,  such  as  they  may  chance  to  be,  you  may  com- 
mand them." 

The  elder  stranger,  struck  with  the  mined  and  even 
savage  appearance  of  the  Tower,  rendered  still  more 
disconsolate  by  the  lowering  and  gloomy  sky,  and 
perhaps  not  altogether  unmoved  by  the  grave  and 
determined  voice  m  which  their  host  addressed  them, 
looked  round  him  anxiously,  as  if  he  half  r^)ented  the 
readiness  with  which  he  had  accepted  the  offered 
hoepitaUty.  But  there  was  now  no  opportunity  of 
receding  from  the  situation  in  which  he  had  placed 
himseir 

As  for  Caleb,  he  was  so  utterly  stiomed  by  his 
master's  public  and  unqualified  acknowledgment  of 
the  nakedness  of  the  land,  that  for  two  mmutes.  he 
could  only  mutter  within  his  hebdomadal  beard, 
which  had  not  felt  the  razor  for  six  days,  "  He's  daft 
—clean  dafl— red  wud,  and  awa  wi'tl  But  dell  has 
Caleb  Balderstone,"  said  he,  collecting  his  powers  <^ 
ihventipil  and  resource,  "if  the  family  shall  lo9« 
credit,  if  he  were  as  mad  as  the  seven  wise  masters!" 
He  then  boldly  advanced,  and  in  spite  of  his  mastei^s 
frowns  and  impatience,  gravely  a^ed,  "if  he  shotild 
not  serve  up  some  ehgnt  rmection  for  the  young 
leddy.  and  a  gdass  of  tokay.  or  old  sack— or" 

"  Iruce  to  this  ill-timed  foolery,"  said  the  Master, 
sternly,— "put  the  horses  into  me  stable,  and  interrupt 
us  no  more  with  your  absurdities." 

"Your  honour's  pleasure  is  to  be  obeyed  aboon  a' 
things."  said  Caleb;  "nevertheless,  as  for  the  sack 
and  tokay  which  it  is'not  your  noble  guests'  pleasure 
to  accept" 

But  here  the  voice  of  Bucklaw,^  heard  even  above 
the  clattering  of  hoofs  and  braying  of  horns  with 
which  It  mingled,  announced  that  he  was  scaling  the 
pathway  to  the  'Tower  at  the  head  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  gallant  hunting  train. 

"The  deil  be  in  me"  said  Caleb,  takiiffi.  heart  in 
spite  of  this  new  invasion  of  Philistines,  "if  they  shall" 
beat  me  yet !  The  helUcat  ne'er-do-weel !— to  bring 
such  a  crew  here,  that  will  expect,  to  find  brandy  as 
plenty  as  ditch-water,  and  he  kenning  sae  absolutely 
the  case  in  whilk  we  stand  for  the  present  I  But  I  trow, 
could  I  get  rid  of  thae  gapping  gowks  of  flunkie^  that 
hae  won  into  the  bourt-yard  at  the  baek  of  thehr 
betters,  as  mony  a  man  gets  preferment,  I  could  make 
a^  rkht  yet" 

The  measures  which  he  took  to  execute  this  daunt- 
less resolutivti,  che  reader  shall  learn  in  the  next  chap- 
ter. ^ 


CHAPTER  X. 

With  throot  untltked,  with  blaek  lipf  baked. 

Agape  th«7  heard  him  call ; 
Oramerey  they  for  joy  did  frin, 
AAA  all  at  onoe  their  breath  drew  fai, 

Am  they  had  been  drinkioff  all  i 

CoLaiuDOB'a  "  JRsm  ^tke  Aneknt 

Hatston  of  Bucklaw  was  one  of  the  thou^tless 
class  who  never  hesitate  between  their  friend  ahd 
tlieir  jest  When  it  was  announced  that  the  principat 
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Pffomm*  of  the  cbaae  had  taken  their  route  towards 
Wolffs  Crag,  the  huntemen,  as  a  point  of  civility, 
o&red  to  .traoafer  the,  venison  to  that  mansion;  a 
ppcrfler  which  was  readily  accepted  by  Bucldaw,  who 
thought  much  of  the  astoziishment  which  their  arrival , 
in  mU  body  would  occasi<m  poor  eld  Caleb  Balder- 
stone,  and  ve^  little  of  the  dilemma  to  which  he  was 
mbout  to  expose  his  friend  the  Master,  so  ill  circum- 
Haiiced  to  receive  such  a  party.  But  m  old  Cafeb  he 
had  to  do  with  a  crafty  and  alert  anta^ionist,  prompt  at 
aapf>lyiii@,  luxm  all  emergencies^  evasions  and  excuses 
flmtable^  as  be  thourait,  to  the  dignity  of  the  family. 

''  Praiee  be  blest  r  said  Caleb  to  bimseli;  "  ae  leaf 
•f  the  muckle  gate  has  been  swung  to  wi'  yestreen's 
wind,  and  I  thime  I  can  manage  to  shut  the  ither." 

But  he  was  desirous,  like  a  prudent  governor,  at  th^ 
■anie  time  to  set  rid,  it  possible,  of  themtemal  enemy, 
in  which  light  he  considered  almost  everv  one  who 
eat  and  drank,  ere  he  took  measures  to  eiclude  those 
whom  their  jocund  noise  now  pronounced  to  be  near 

Shand.  He  waited,  therefore^  with  impatience  until 
B  master  had  shown  his  two  principal  guests  into 
the  Tower,  and  then  commenced  his  operations. 

"  I  think,"  he  said  to  the  stranger  menials,  "  that  as 
they  are  bringing  the  stag's  head  to  the  castle  in  aU 
iKmouE,  we.  who  are  m-dwellers,  should  receive  them 
ai  the  gate." 

The  unwary  giooms  had  no  sooner  hurried  out,  in 
compliance  with  this  insidious  hint,  than,  one  fold- 
ing-door of  the  ancient  gate  being  already  closed  by 
the  wind,  as  has  been  alr^y  intimated,  honest  Caleb 
lost  no  time  in  shutdng  the  other  with  a  dan^^  which 
resounded  from  donjon-vault  to  battlement  Having 
thus  secured  the  pass,  he  forthwith  indulged  the  ex- 
dnded  huntsmen  in  orief  parley,  from  a  small  pro- 
jecting window,  or  shot-hole,  through  whi(^  informer 
days,  the  warden  were  wont  to  reconnoitre  those  who 
presented  themselves  before  the  gates.  He  gave 
^em  to  understand,  in  a  short  and  pithy  speech,  (hat , 
^  gate  of  the  castle  was  never  on  any  account 
opened  during  meal-times— that  his  honour,  the  Mas- 
ter of  Ravenswood,  and  some  guests  of  quality,  bad 
(nst  sat  down  to  oinneiv^that  there  was  excellent 
bruidy  at  the  hosder-wifie's  at  Wolf 'a-hope  down  be- 
bw^-«nd  he  held  out  some  obflcwe  hint  that  the 
Bsckoning  would  be  discharged  by  the  Master;  but 
tiiis  was  ottered  in  a  ven  dubious  and  oracular  strain, 
lor,  like  Louis  XIV.,  Caleb  Balderstone  hesiuted  to 
carry  finesse  so  far  as  direct  falsehood,  and  was  con- 
tent to  deceive,  if  possible,  without  directly  lying. 

This  annunciation  was  received  with  suipnse  by 
•ome,  with  laughter  by  others,  and  with  dinnay  by 
the  expelled  lackeys,  who  endeavoured  to  demonstrate 
that  their  right  of  re-admission,  for.  the  purpose  of 
waiting  upon  their  master  and  mistress,  was  at  least 
indisputable.  But  Caleb  was  not  in  a  humour  to  im- 
derstand  or  admit  an]f  distinctions.  He  stuck  to,  his 
anginal  |m)position  with  that  dogged,  but  convenient 
pertinacity,  which  is  aimed  agamst  all  conviction, 
and  deaf  to  all  reasoning.  Bucklaw  now  came  from 
the  rear  of  the  party,  and  demanded  admittance  in  a 
very  %Dgry  tone.  But  the  reeolutioa  of  Caleb  was 
hnmovaDie. 

**If  the  king  on  the  throne  were  at  the  gate,"  he 
declared.  **his  ten  fingers  should  never  open  it  con- 
tratr  to  the  established  use  and  wont  of  the  family  of 
Ravenswood,  and  his  duty  as  their  head-servant*^ 

Backkw  was  now  extremely  incensed,  and  wiih 
mors  oaths  and  curses  than  we  care  to  repeat,  declared 
bimsekf  most  unworthily  treated,  and  demanded  pe- 
remptorily to  speak  with  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
bimsel£    But  to  this,  also,  Caleb  turned  a  deaf  ear. 

**  He's  as  soon  a-bleeae  as  a  tap  of  tow  the  lad 
Bueklaw,"  he  said :  "  but  the  deil  of  ony  masta^s  fhce 
he  shall  see  till  he  has  rieepit  and  waken'd  on't  He'll 
ken  bimseU  better  the  mom's  morning.  It  sets  the 
Ifte  o'  him,  to  be  bringing  a  crew  of  drunken  hunters 
here,  when  he  kens  there  is  but^Uttle  preparation  to 
ibken  his  ain  drought"  And  he  disappeared  from 
^  the  window,  leaving  them  all  to  digest  their  exclusion 
as  they  best  might 

But  another  person,  of  whose  presence  Caleb^  in  the 
animation  <^  the  debate,  was  not  aware,  had  listened 
iaailfliioe^itsimigratB.   This  was  the  principal  do- 


nlestic  of  the  straager-*a  man  of  trust  and  cone^ 
qucnce— the  same  who,  m  the  huntins-field,  had  sa- 
coramodated  Bucklaw  with  the  use  of  nis  horse.  He 
was  in  the  stable  when  Caleb  had  contrived  the  ex- 
pulsion of  his  fellow-servants,  and  thus  avoided  shai- 
uig  the  same  fate  from  which  his  personal  importance 
would  certainly  not  have  otherwise  saved  Jiim. 

This  personage  perceived  the  manceuvre  of  Calebw 
easily,  appreciated  the  motive  of  his  conduct  and 
knowing  his  master's  intentions  towards  the  tamily 
of  Ravenswood,  had  no  difficulty  as  to  the  line  of  ^ 
conduct  he  ought  to  adopt  He  took  the  place  ^f 
Caleb  (uimerceived  by  the  latter)*  at  the  post  of  audi- 
ence which  he  had  just  left,  and  announced  to  llie 
assembled  domestics,  "that  it  was  his  master's  plea- 
sure that  Lord  Bittlebrains'  retinue  and  his  own  shoukl 
go  down  to  the  adjacent  change-house^  and  call  for 
what  refreshments  they  might  nave  occasion  for,  and 
he  should  take  care  to  discharge  the  lawing." 

.The  jolly  troopof  huntsmen  retired  from  the  inhos- 
pitable gate  of  WolTs  Crag,  execrating,  as  they  de- 
scended the  steep  path-way,  the  niggard  and  unworthy 
disposition  of  the  proprietor,  and  damning,  with  more 
than  silvan  license,  both  the  castle  aojd  its  inhabitanis. 
Bucklaw,  with  many  qualities  which  would  have 
made  him  a  man  of  worth  and  judgment  in  more  fa- 
vourable circumstances,  had  been  so  utterly  neglected 
in  point  of  education,, that  he  was  ap!  to  think  and 
feei  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  companions  of  his 
pleasures.  The  praises  whic^  had  recently  been  heap- 
ed upon  himself  he  contrasted  with  the  general  abuse 
now  levelled  against  Ravenswood— he  recalled  to 
his  mind  the  dull  and  monotonous  days  he  had  spent 
in  the  Tow^r  of  Wolfs  Crag,  conmarea  with  the  jovi- 
alty  of  his  usual  life^he  felt,  with  great  indignation, 
his  exclusion  from  the  castle,  which  he  consifiered  as 
a  gross  a^ont,  and  every  mmgled  feeling  led  him  to 
break  off  the  union  which  he  nad  formed  with  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood. 

On  arriving  at  the  change-house  of  the  village  of 
WolTs-hqp^  he  unexpectedly  met  with  an  old  ac- 
quaintance just  alightmg  from  his  horse.  This  was 
no  other  than  the  very  respectable  Captain  Craigen- 
gelt,  who  immediately  came  up  to  him,  and,  without 
appearing  to  retain  any  recpllection  of  the  indifferent 
terms  on  which  they  had  parted,  shook  him  by  the 
hand  in  the  warmest  manner  possible.  A  warm  grasp 
of  the  hand  was  what  Bucklaw  could  never  help  re- 
turning with  cordiality,  and  no  sooner  had  Craigen- 
gelt  felt  the  pressure  of  his  fingers  than  he  knew  the 
terms  on  which  he  stood  with  him. 

*'  Long  Ufe  to  you,  Bucklaw  1"  he  exclaimed } 
**  there's  life  for  honest  folk  in  this  bad  world  yet !" 

The  Jacobites  at  this  period^  with  what  propriety  I 
know  not,  used,  it  must  oe  noticed,  the  term  of  honest 
men  as  pecuharly  descriptive  of  theu*  own  party. 

"Ay,  and  for  others  besides,  it  aeems,'^  answered 
Bucklaw;  "otherways.  how  came  you  to  venture 
hither,  noble  Captain  T' 

"Who— 1^1  am  as  free  as  the  wind  at  Martin- 
mas, that  pays  neither  land-rent  nor  annual;  all  is 
explained--all  settled  with  the  honest  old  drivellers 
yonder  of  Auld  Reekie— Pooh !  pooh  1  they  dared  not 
keep  me  a  week  of  dayaiin  durance.  A  certain  person 
has  better  friends  among  them  than  you  wot  o(,  and 
can  serve  a  friend  when  it  is  least  lihely." 

"  P^aw  1"  answered  Hayston,  who  perfectly  knew 
and  thoroughly  despised  the  character  of  this  man, 
*^none  of  your  cogging  gibberish— tell  me  truly,  are 
you  at  UbertT  and  m  safety?" 

"  Free  and  safe  as  a  whig  bailie  on  the  causeway  of 
his  own  borough,  or  a  canting  presbyterian  minister 
in  lus  own  pi^t— and  I  came  to  tell  you  that  you 
need  not  remain  in  hiding  any  longer." 

"Then  I  suppose  you  call  yourself  my  fiiend.  Cap- 
tain Cndgengelt  1"  said  Bucklaw. .  - 

"Friend I'^repUed  Craigengelt,  "my  cock  of  tlie 
pit?  why,  I  am  thy  very  Achates,  man,  as  I  have 
heard  scholars  say— hand  and  glove— bark  and  tree 
—thine  to  Ufe  and  death  I"        ,  ,  ^    , . 

"I'll  try  that  in  a  moment,"  answered  Bucklaw. 
"  Thou  art  never  vrithout  mone^^  however  thou  comest 
by  it  Lend  me  two  pieces  to  wash  the  dust  out  of  'hese 
honest  fellows'  throats  in  the  first  place,  and  inen"^ 
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»       **  Two  piocos  ?  twontjr  are  at  thy  service,  my  lad— 
uid  twenty  to  back  them." 

"  Ay— say  you  so  ?''  said  Bucklaw,  pausinf?,  for  his 
natural  penetration  led  him  to  suspect  some  extraor- 
dinary motivo  lay  couched  under  such  an  excess  of 
generosity.  "  Craii^njrelt,  you  are  cither  an  honest 
itllow  in  rizht  t^ood  earnest,  and  I  scarce  know  how 
to  believe  that— <ir  you  are  cleverer  than  I  took  you 
for.  and  I  scarce  know  how  to  believe  that  either. 

IJun  n^cmpcchc  pom  Cautre,"  saiil  Craif^ngclt, 
"touch  and  tr>'— thie  gold  is  good  as  ever  was 
weiijhcd." 

He  put  a  q^iiantir'y  of  gold  pieces  into  Bucklaw's 
hand,  which  ne  thrust  into  his  iK>cket  without  either 
CDunting  or  looking  at  them,  only  observinj^  "  that  he 
was  so  circumstanced  that  he  must  enlist,  though  the 
devil  offered  the  press-money :"  and  then  turning  td 
the  huntsmen,  he  called  outj  Come  along,  my  lads 
—all  is  at  my  cost." 

**Long  life  to  Bucklaw  T'  shouted  the  men  of  the 
chase. 

"And  confusion  to  him  that  takes  his  share  of  the 
sport,  and  leaves  the  hunters  as  dry  as  a  drum-head," 
nd'-kvl  another,  by  way  of  corollary. 

"  The  house  of  Raven3^yood  was  ance  a  glide  and 
an  honourable  house  in  this  land,"  said  an  old  man, 
*'  but  it's  \oni  jts  credit  this  day,  and  the  Master  has 
shown  himself  no  better  than  a  grc-edy  cullion." 

And  with  this  conclusion,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  all  who  heard  it,  they  rushed  tumultu- 
ously  into  the  house  of  entertainment,  where  they 
revelled  till  a  late  hour.  The  iovial  temper  of  Buck- 
law  seldom  permitted  him  to  uu  nice  in  the  choice  of 
his  associates;  and  on  the  present  occasion,  when 
his  joyQus  debauch  received  additional  zest  from  the 
intervention  of  an  unusual  Pi)ace  of  sobriety,  and  al- 
most il])^itinence,  he  was  as  happy  in  leading  the 
revels,  as  if  his  comrades  had  been  sons  of  princes. 
•  Cniip;enj:i.-lt  had  his  own  purposes,  in  fooling  him  up 
to  tiie  tuj)  of  his  bent ;  and  having  some  low  humour, 
much  impudence,  and  the  power  of  singing  a  good 
song,  understanding  besides  thoroughly  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  n^ffaini?d  associate,  he  readily  succewled  in 
involving  him  bumi>cr-deep  in  the  festivity  of  the 
meeting. 

A  ver\'  different  scrne  was  in  the  mean  lime  passing 
m  the  Tower  of  Wolf's  Crag.  When  the  Master  of 
■Ravenswood  left  the  court-yard,  too  much  busied  with 
his  own  perplexed  reflections  to  pay  attention  to  the 
manrpuvrc  of  Caleb,  he  ushered  his  guests  into  the 
great  hall  of  the  castle. 

The  inriefati gable  Balderstone,  who,  from  choice  or 
habit,  workeil  on  from  morning  to  night,  had,  h^  de- 
grees, cleared  this  di!S<date  apartment  of  the  confused 
■  relics  of  the  funeral  banmiet,  and  restored  it  to  some 
order.  But  not  all  his  skill  and  labour,  in  disposing 
to  advantage  the  little  furniture  which  remained, 
could  remove  the  dark  and  disconsolate  appearance 
of  tiiosj  ancient  and  disfiimished  walls.  Tnc  narrow 
winuow.o,  flanked  by  deep  indentures  into  the  wall, 
seenifnl  formed  rather  to  exclude  than  to  admit  the 
cheerful  lii^dit;  and  thchcavv  and  gloomy  appearance 
of  the  thiiiiiior-skv  adaea  stifl  farther  to  the  obscurity. 

As  Ilaveiiswoo'1.  with  the  graceof  a  gallant  of  that 
t>cnod,  hut  not  without  a  certain  stiffness  and  embar- 
niusment  of  maimer,  handed  the  young  lady  to  the 
upp^^r  end  of  the  apartment,  her  father  remained 
standing  mom  near  to  the  door,  as  if  about  to  disen- 
gage himself  from  his  hat  and  cloak.  At  this  moment 
the  clang  o(  the  portal  was  hcanl,  a  sound  at  w'hich 
the  slranirer  siartrjd,  stepjied  hastily  to  the  window, 
and  looked  with  an  air  of  alarm  at  Ravenswood. 
w  hen  he  saw  that  the  gate  of  the  court  was  shut,  and 
his  (loinesties  cxcludcuT 

"  Vou  have  nothing  to  fear,  sir,"  said  RavensMrood, 
gravely ;  '*  this  ri>of  retains  the  means  of  giving  pio- 
lection.  though  not  welcome.  Methinks,"  he  added, 
*  it  is  time  that  I  should  know  who  they  are  that  have 
}hiis  highly  honoured  my  ruined  dwelling'/" 

The  yoimt^  lady  remained  silent  and  motionless, 

and  the  father,  to  whom  the  question  was  more  di- 

recily  adilress«-d,  s«!«»metJ  in  the  situation  of  a  per- 

fornu^r  who  hns^  I'Pntun.'d  to  rake  upon  himself  a  part 

•tjsmUi  lie  tinda  himself  unable  to  present,  and  who 


comes  to  a  pause  when  it  is  most  to  be  expected  tbi 
he  should  speak.  While  he  endeavoured  to  cover  fan 
embnrrassment  with  the  exterior  ceremonials  of  a 
well-bred  demeanour,  it  was  obvious,  that  in  making 
his  bow,  one  foot  shuffled  forward,  as  if  to  ad\'anoe— 
the  other  backward,  as  if  with  the  purpose  of  escape 
—and  as  he  undid  the  capo  of  his  coal,  and  raised  nil 
heaver  from  his  face,  his  fingers  fumbled  as  if  the  one 
had  been  linked  with  nisted  iron,  or  the  other  had 
weighed  equal  with  a  stone  of  lead.  The  darkness  of 
the  sky  seemed  to  increase,  as  if  to  supply  the  want 
of  those  mutilings  which  he  laid  aside  with  sucn  e\i- 
dent  reluctance.  The  impatience  of  Ravenswood  in- 
creased also  in  proportion  to  the  delay  of  the  stranger, 
and  he  appeared  to  stni/^le  under  agitation,  though 
probably  from  a  ver>'dirterent  cause.  He  laboured  to 
restrain  his  desire  to  sneak,  while  the  stranger,  to  lU 
appearance,  was  at  a  loss  for  words  to  exi>res8  what 
he  felt  It  necessary  to  say.  At  length  Ravenswood*! 
impatience  broke  the  bounds  he  had  imposed  upon  it, 
I  perceive,"  he  said,  "that  Sir  William  Ashton  it 
unwilling  to  announce  himself  in  the  Castle  of  Wolfe 
Crag." 

"I  had  hoped  it  was  unnecessary,"  said  the  Lord 
Keeper,  relieved  from  his  Mieiice,  as  a  spectre  by  the 
voice  of  the  exorcist ;  "  and  I  am  obliged  to  you, 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  for  breaking  the  ice  at  once^ 
where  circumstances— unhappy  arcumstanccsi  lei 
me  call  them— rendered  self-introduction  pecuharif 
awkward." 

"And  I  am  not  then,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood, gravely.  "  to  consider  the  honour  of  this  visit 
as  purely  accidental  ?" 

Let  us  distinguish  a  little,"  said  the  Keeper,  af- 
Sliming  an  apptmrance  of  ease  which  perhaps  hie 
heart  was  a  stranger  to ;  ''this  is  an  honour  which  I 
have  eagerly  desinxi  for  some  time,  but  which  I  might 
never  Have  obtained,  save  for  the  accident  of  the 
storm.  My  daughter  and  I  are  alike  grateful  for  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  brave  man,  to  whom  she 
owes  her  life  and  I  mine." 

The  hatred  which  divided  the  ereat  families  in  the 
feudal  times  had  lost  little  of  its  bitterness,  though  it 
no  longer  expressed  it.'<elf  in  deeds  of  open  violence. 
Not  the  feelings  which  Ravenswood  had  begim  to 
cntertaiii  towards  Lucy  Ashton,  not  the  hospitaliir 
due  to  his  guests,  were  able  entirely  to  subdue,  thougn 
they  warmly  combattcfi,  the  deep  passions  which 
arose  within  him,  at  beholding  his  father's  f(»c  stand 
ing  in  the  hall  of  the  family  of  which  he  had  in  t 
great  measure  accelerated  the  ruin.  'His  looks  glanced 
from  the  father  to  the  daughter  with  an  irreaolutiun, 
of  which  Sir  W'illiam  Asht«)n  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  await  the  conclusion.  He  had  now  disembarrassed 
himself  of  his  riding-dress,  and  walking  up  to  hie 
daughter,  he  undid  the  fastening  of  her  mask. 

"Lucy,  my  love^"  he  said,  raising  her  and  leading 
her  towards  Ravenswood.  "  lay  aside  your  nia?ik,  and 
let  us  express  our  gratitude  to  die  Master  openly  and 
barefaced." 

"If  he  will  condescend  to  accept  it,"  was  all  that 
Lucy  uttered ;  but  in  a  tone  so  sweetly  moiiulated, 
and  which  seemed  to  imply  at  once  a  feeling  find  a 
forgiving  of  the  cold  reception  to  which  they  were 
ezT)OS(.>d.  that,  coming  from  a  creature  art  innocent 
and  so  beautiful,  her  words  cut  Ravenswootl  to  tlie 
very  heart  for  his  harshness.  He  muttert>d  some- 
thing of  surprise,  something  of  confusion,  and,  end 
ing  with  a  warm  and  eacer  expression  of  his  happi- 
ness at  bt;ing  able  to  afford  her  shelter  under  hisrooil 
he  saluted  her,  as  thecertmonial  of  the  time  enjoined 
upon  such  occasions.  Their  cheeks  had  louchal  and 
were  withdrawn  from  each  other— Ravenswood  had 
not  quitted  the  hand  which  he  had  taken  in  kindly 
courtesy— a  blush,  which  attached  more  consequence 
by  far  than  was  usual  to  such  ceremony,  still  mantled 
on  Lucy  Ashton's  iN^autiful  cheek,  when  the  apait- 
ment  was  suddenly  illuminated  by  a  flash  of  lightning 
which  seemed  absolutely  to  swallow  the  darkness  ui 
the  hall.  Every  object  might  have  l)een  for  an  instant 
seen  distinctly.  The  slight  and  half-sinking  form  of 
Luo\'  .Ashton,  the  well-r>ro|>oriioned  and  stalely  figure 
of  Knvtnswood,  his  dark  iVntures,  and  the  ficr>',  vet 
inc«oVuxeexvtw«ouQLhij«^j:vti.T:JtU^  eldanne  tn4 
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•catcbeons  which  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  apartment, 
wen  for  an  instant  distinctly  visible  to  the  Keeper  by 
t  strong  red  brilliant  glare  of  hght.  Its  disappear- 
ance was  almost  instantly  followed  by  a  burst  of 
thunder,  for  the  storm-cloud  was  very  near  the  cas- 
tle ;  ana  the  peal  was  so  sudder  and  dreadful,  that 
the  old  tower  rocked  to  its  foundation,  ana  e^^ery  in- 
mate concluded  it  was  falling  upon  them.  The  soot, 
which  had  not  been  disturbed  for  centuries^  showered 
doMrti  the  huge  tunnelled  chimneys— hme  and  dust 
tiew  in  clouds  from  the  wall ;  and,  whether  the  light- 
ning had  actually  struck  the  castle,  or  whether 
through  the  violent  concussion  of  the  air,  several 
heavy  stonea  were  hurled  from  the  mouldering  bat- 
tlements into  the  roaring  sea. beneath.  It  might 
seem  as  if  the  ancient  founder  of  the  castle  were 
bestriding  the  thunder-storm^  and  proclaiming  his 
diroleasure  at  the  reoonciUation  of  his  descendant 
with  the  enemy  of  his  house. 

The  consternation  was  general,  and  it  required  the 
efforts  of  both  the  Lord  Keeper  and  Ravens  wood  to 
k«p  Lucy  from  fiinting.  Thus  was  the  Master  a 
tocond  time  engaged  in  the  most  delicate  and  dan- 
gerous of  all  tasks,  that  of  affording  support  and 
isflistance  to  a  beautiful  and  helpless  oeing,  who,  as 
Ken  before  in  a  similar, situation,  had  already  become 
a  favourite  of  his  ima^ation,  both  when  awake  and 
when  slumbeiing.  lithe  Genius  of  the  House  really 
condemned  a  union  betwixt  the  Master  and  his  fair 
guest,  the  means  by  which  he  expressed  his  senti- 
ments were  as  unhappily  chosen  as  if  he  had  been  a 
Sere -mortal.  The  train  of  little  attentions,  abso- 
tely  necessary  to  soothe  the  young  lady's  mind,  and 
aid  her  in  composing  her  spirits,  necessarily  threw 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  mto  such  an  intercourse 
with  her  father,  as  was  calculated,  for  the  moment  at 
least,  to  break  down  the  barrier  of  feudal  enmity 
which  divided  them.  To  express  himself  churlishly, 
or  even  coldly,  towards  an  old  man,  whose  dav  ghter 
(and  suA  a  daughter)  lay  before  them,  ovcrpowei«d 
with  natural  terror— and  all  this  under  his  own  roof 
'--the  thing  was  impossible;  and  by  the  time  that 
Lucy,  extending  a  hand  to  each,  was  able  to  thank 
them  for  their  kindness,  the  Master  felt  that  his  sen- 
Uments  of  hostility  towards  the  Lord  Keeper  were 
by  no  means  those  most  predominant  in  bis  bosom. 

The  weather,  her  state  of  health,  the  absence  of 
oer  attendants,  all  prevented  the  possibility  of  Lucy 
AMton  renewing  her  jjouraey  to  Bittlebrains-House, 
which  was  full  nve  miles  distant ;  and  the  Master  of 
^venswood  could  not  but,  in  common  courtesy, 
offer  the  shelter  of  his  roof  for  the  rest  of  the  day  and 
for  the  niffht  But  a  flush  of  less  soft  expression,  a 
w^  much  more  habitual  to  his  features,  resumed 
predominance  when  he  mentioned  how  meanly  he 
WIS  provided  for  the  entertainment  of  his  guests. 

Do  not  mention  deficiencies,"  said  the  Lord 
Kee|^,  eager  to  interrupt  him  and  prevent  his  re- 
>anmig  an  alarming  topic;  "  you  are  preparing  to  set 
out  for  the  ContinenL  and  your  house  is  probably  for 
the  present  trnfumidned.  All  this  we  understand ; 
wt  if  jrou  mention  inconvenience,  you  will  oblige  us 
to  seek  accommodations  in  the  hamlet" 
As  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  was  about  to  reply, 

the  d<x)r  of  the  hall  opened,  and  Caleb  Balderatone 

lushed  in. 


CHAPTER  XL 

I^t  th«n  bare  meat  enovfh,  woiiian->haIf  a  beo  t 
Tb«re  be  old  rotten  pilchard*- pat  tbem  off  too ; 
nifl  but  a  litde  new  anointinf  of  them, 
Aad  a  etioac  ooioo,  that  cooibuiKil  the  tavour. 

.    Lo9t*t  PUgtlmMgt. 

y^.*  thunderbolt,  which  had  stunned  all  who  were 
JJ[yn  hearing  of  it,  had  enly  senred  to  awaken  the 
fj["  »nd  inventive  seniut  ox  the  flower  of  Majors- 
^no.  Almost  before. the  clatter  had  ceased,  and 
•[nile  there  was  yet  scarce  an  assurance  whether  the 
^tle  was  B*.andinK  or  falling,  Caleb  exclaimed, 
^ftvcns  be  praised !— this  comes  to  hand  like  the 
y*»  ?f  a  pint  stoup."  He  then  barred  the  kitchen 
Y^  m  the  face  of  the  Lord  Keeper's  servant,  whom 
■*  perceived  returning  from  the  party  at  the  gateb  | 


and  muttering,  **  How  the  deil  cam  he  in  ?>-bDt  dcfl 
may  care— Mysie,  what  are  ye  sitting  shaking  and 
greeting  in  the  chinuey-neuk  for  ?  Come  here— of 
stay  where  ye  are,  and  skirl  as  loud  as  ye  can—it's  a* 
ve're  gude  for— 1  say,  ye  auld  deeviL  skirl— skiri— 
louder— louder,  woman— gar  the  Rentier  hear  ye  in 
the  ha'— I  have  beard  ye  as  far  ofF  as  the  Bass  for  a 
less  matter.    And  stay—down  wi'  that  cpockenr"— 

And  with  a  sweeping  blow,  he  threw  down  from  a 
shelf  seme  articles  of  pewter  and  earthenware.  He* 
exalted  ht^  voice  amid  the  clatter,  shouting  and  roar-?' 
ing  in  a  manner  which  changed  Mysie's  hysterical 
terrors  of  the  thunder  into  fears  that  her  old  fellow- 
servant  was  gone  distracted.  '*  He  has  dung  down, 
a'  the  bits  o'  pigs^  too— the  only  thing  we  had  left 
to  baud  a  soup  milk— and  he  has  spilt  the  hatted 
kitt  that  was  for  the  Master's  dinner.  Mercy «ave 
us,  the  auld  man's  gaen  clean  and  clear  wud  wi'  the 
thunner !" 

" Hand  your  tongue,  ye  b •!"  said  Caleb,  in  the 

impetuous  and  overbearing  triumph  of  successful 
invention,  "  a's  provided  now— dinner  and  a'  thing— 
the  thunner's  done  a'  in  a  clap  of  a  hand !"   . 

"  Puir  man,  he's  muckle  astray,"  said  Mysie,  look- 
ing at  hun  with  a  mixttue  of  pity  and  alarm ;  "I  \Yish 
he  may  ever  come  hame  to  himsell  agidn." 

"Here,  ye  auld  doited  deevil,"  said  Caleb,  still 
exulting  in  his  extricatk)n  from  a  dilemma  which 
had  seemed  insurmounuble;  "keep  the  strange  man 
out  of  the  kitchen— swear  the  thunner  came  down 
the  chimney,  and  spoiled  the  best  dinner  ye  ever 
dressed— beet— bacon— kid— lark— leveret— wfld  fowl 
—venison,  and  what  not.  Lay  it  oh  thick,  and  never 
mind  expenses.  Til  awa  up  to  the  ha'— make  a'  the 
confhsion  ye  can— but  be  sure  ye  keep  out  the  strange 
servant." 

With  these  charges  to  his  ally,  Caleb  posted  up  to 
the  hall,  but  stopping  to  reconnoitre  through  an 
aperture,  which  time,  lor  the  convenience  of  many  a 
domestic  in  succession,  had  made  in  the  door,  and 
perceiving  the  situation  of  Miss  Ashton,  he  had  nru- 
dence  enough  to  make  a  pause,  both  to  avoid  adding 
to  her  alarm,  and  in  order  to  secure  attention  to  his 
account  of  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  thunder. 

But  when  he  perceived  that  the  lady  was  reco^ 
vered,  and  heard  the  conversation  turn  upon  (he 
accommodation  and  refreshment  which  the  castle 
afibrded,  he  thought  it  time  to  burst  into  the  room  in 
the  manner  announced  in  the  last  chapter. 

"  Wull  a  wins !— wull  a  wins !— such  a  misfortune 
to  befa'  the  House  of  Ravenswood,  and  1  to  hve  to 
see  it !" 

"What  is  the  matter^  Caleb?"  said  his  master, 
somewhat  alsrmed  in  his  turn ;  "  has  any  port  of  the 
castle  fallen  1" 

**CBBilfl  fEi'an?— na,  but  ihc  siiie'i  fft'Dn^  and  the 
thunner' B  come  rtRht  down  the  kvtcLien-lutrmr,  &nd 
the  tUines  nre  a'  b'irig  here  sta  (i^  therv  owa,  Lk*  die 
Lnini  o  Htitchpijirh  s  larida^nnd  wi'  bravo  f^^nemn 
of  hontiur  und  quality  to  ioittrtflin"— a  low  bow  here 
to  Sir  Willitim  Aflhtoii  mid  hi»  duu^tei^"  and  nii«- 
thiri^  [*jft  in  the  house  fit  ro  prescnl  for  dinner — or  for 
au[»rM?r  tUln?T,  fjr  nt(ght  that  I  can  soel" 

]'i  veHly  believe  you,  Caleb,"  aaid  Ravens wood»  ' 

Balderatone  here  turned  to  his  master  a  half- 
upbraidingf  half-imploring  countenance,  and  edged 
towards  him  as  he  repeated,  "It  was  nae  great 
matter  of  preparation;  but  just  something  added  to 
your  honour's  ordinary  course  of  fare— 3>««y  cover^  as 
they  say  at  the  Louvre— three  courses  and  the  fruit'' 

"^Keo)  your  intolerable  nonsense  to  yourself,  you 
old  fooir'^  said  Ravenswgod,  mortified  at  his  offi- 
diousness.  yet  not  knowing  how  to  contradict  him, 
without  the  ridt  of  giving  rise  to  scenes  yet  more 
ridiculous. 

Caleb  saw  his  advantage,  and  lesolved  to  iroprovo 
it.  But  first,  observing  that  the  Lord  Keeper's  ser- 
vant entered  the  apartment,  and  spoke  apart  with 
his  master,  he  took  the  same  opportunitv  to  whisper 
a  few  words  into  Ravenswood^s  ear—"  Haud  your 
tongu^  for  heaven's  sake,  air— if  it's  rtiy  pleasure 
to  hazard  my  soul  in  t^Umg  lees  for  the  honour  of 
the  family,  irs  nae  business  o'  yours— and  if  ye  lei 
17* 
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me  (lang  on  quietly,  Vat  be  modermte  in  mx^banquets 
hut  if  ve  contradict  me,  deil  but  I  dress  ye  a  dinner  fit 
foe  a  duke  1" 

Ravenawood,  in  fact,  thoufl^t  it  would  be  best  to 
let  his  officious  butler  run  on,  who  proceeded  to  enu- 
merate upon  his  fingers,— *' No  muckle  provision- 
might  hae  served  Tour  persons  of  hopour,— first 
course,  capons,  in  white  broth— roast  kid— bacon 
'  with  reverence,— second  course,  roasted  leveret- 
butter  crabs— a  veal  floren  tine,— third  course,  black- 
cock—it's black  eneugh  now  wi'  the  sute— plum- 
damas— a  tart— a  fism— and  some  nonsense  sweet 
things,  and  comfit»— and  that's  a'."  he  said,  seeing 
the  imoatience  of  his  master:  "that's  just  a'  was 
o*t— forbv  the  apples  ^nd  pears. 

Blias  Ashton  bad  by  degrees  gathered  her  spiiits» 
BO  far  as  to  pay  some  attention  to  what  was  coing 
on ;  and  observmg  tbe  restrained  impatience  of  Ra- 
ycnswood,  contrasted  with  the  peculiar  determina- 
tion of  manner  with  which  Caleb  detailed  liis  imagi- 
nary banq^uet,  the  whole  slruck  her  as  so  ridiculous 
that,  despite  every  effort  to  the  contrary,  she  burst 
into  a  fit  of  incontrollable  laughter,  in  which  she 
was  joined  by  her  father,  though  with  more  modera- 
tion, and  finally  by  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  him- 
self; though  conscious  that  the  jest  was  at  his  Own 
expense.  Their  mirth— for  a  scene  which  we  read 
with  little  emodon  often  appears  extremely  ludicrous 
to  the  spectators— made  the  old  vault  nng  again. 
They  ceased— they  renewed— they  ceased— they  re- 
newed again  their  shouts  of  lauohter  1  Caleb,  in  the 
mean  time,  stood  his  ground  with  a  grave,  angiy,  and 
acomful  dignity,  which  greatly  enhanced  the  ruucule 
af  the  scene,  and  the  mirth  oftbe  spectators. 

At  length,  when  the  voices,  and  nearly  the  strength 
of  the  laughers,  were  exhausted,  he  exclaimed,  with 
very  little  ceremony,  "  The  deil's  in  the  gentles !  they 
breakfast  sae  lordly,  that  the  loss  of  the  best  dinner 
fver  cook  pat  fingers  to^  makes  them  as  merry  as  if 
u  were  the  best  jeest  m  a'  George  Buchanan.  If 
there  was  as  httle  in  your  honours^  wames.  as  there 
IS  in  Caleb  Balderstone's,  less  caickling  wad  serve  ye 
^    en  sic  a  gravaminous  qpbject"  • 

Caleb's  blunt  expression  of  resentment  again  awak- 
ened the  mirth  or  the  company,  which,  by  the  way, 
he  regarded  not  only  as  an  Sjsgression  upon  the  dig- 
nity of  the  family,  but  a  special  contempt  of  the  elo- 
tuence  with  which  he  himself  had  summed  up  the 
extent  of  their  supposed  losses;— "a  description  of  a 
dinner,"  as  he  said  afterwards  to  Mysie,  "  that  wad 
hae  made  a  fa*  man  hungry,  and  than  to  sit  there 
laujghing  at  it !" 

*^But,^'  said  Miss  Ashton.  composmg:  her  coun- 
tenance as  well  as  she  could,  "  are  all  these  delica- 
cies so  totally  destroyed,  that  no  scrap  can  be  col- 
lected f 

"  Collected,  my  Jeddy !  what  wad  ye  collect  out  of 
the  sute  and  the  ass?  Ye  may  gang  down  yoursdl, 
and  look  into  our  kitchen— the  cookmaid  in  tne  trem- 
bling exies— the  gude  vivers  lying  a'  about— beef- 
capons,  and  white  broth — florentine  and  flams — 
bacon,  wi*  reverence,  and  a'  the  sweet  confections 
and  whim-whams ;  ye*ll  see  them  a*,  my  leddy- that 
is,"  said  he,  correcting  himself;  "yrll  no  see  ony  of 
them  new,  for  the  cook  has  soopit  them  up,  as  was 
yrcei  her  part;  but  ye'U  see  the  white  broth  where  it 
vruB  spilt  I  pat  my  fingers  in  it,  and  it  tastes  as  like 
Bour-milk  as  ony  •ching  else ;  if  that  isna  the  effkct  of 
thunner,  I  kenna  what  is.-^This  gentleman  here 
couldna  but  hear  the  clash  of  oar  hsiill  dishes,  china 
and  silver  the^ther?*' 

The  Lord  Keeper's  domestic,  though  a  statesman's 
attendant,  and  of  course  trained  to  command  his 
countenance  upon  all  occasional  was  somewhat  dis- 
composed by  this  appeal,  to  Which  he  only  answered 
by  a  bow. 

**  I  think,  Mr.  Butler,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  who 
began  to  be  afraid  lest  the  prolongation  of  this  scene 
should  at  length  displease  Ravenswood—"  I  think, 
that  were  you  to  retire  with  my  servant  Lockhard^ 
$e  has  travelled^  and  is  quite  accustomed  to  accidents 
and  contmgencies  of  every  kind,  and  I  hope  betwixt 
you,  you  mav  find  out  some  mode  of  supply  at  this 
•mergencT.' 


"His  honour  keii8,'*-««aid  Caleb,  who,  bowarer 
hopeless  of  himself  of  accoroplishtng  what  wa«  4la- 
sirabl&  would,  like  the  high-a^irited  elephant,  rafWec 
have  died  in  the  effort,  than  orooked  the  aid  of  m 
brother  in  commission,— "his  honour  kens  wvel  I 
need  nae  counsellor,  when  the  honour  of  the  house  ■ 
concerned." 

"  I  should  be  UAJust  if  I  denied  it,  Caleb,"  said  bta 
master :  "  but  your  art  lies  chiefly  in  making  apclkofpna. 
upon  which  we  can  no  more  dme,  than  upon  the  biv 
of  fare  oif  our  thunder-blasted  dinner.  Now,^  poamh\y, 
Mr.  Lockhard's  talent  may  consist  in  finding  Borae 
substitute  for  that,  which  certainly  is  not,  and  haa  in 
all  probability  never  been." 

''Your  honour  is  pleased  to  be  facetious^"  said 
Caleb,  "  but  I  am  sure,  that  for  the  warat,  for  a  walk 
as  fv  as  Wolf's-hope,  I  could  dine  forty  men, — no 
that  the  folk  there  deserve  your  honour's  qiatom. 
They  hae  been  ill  advised  in  the  matter  of  the  duty* 
egas  and  butter,  I  winna  deny  that" 
^Do  go  consult  logeiher,"  said  the  Maat^,  "go 
down  to  the  village,  and  do  the  best  you  can.  We 
must  not  let  our  guests  remain  without  refreshment, 
to  save  the  honour  of  a  ruined  family.  And  here, 
Caleb— take  my  purse ;  I  believe  that  will  prove  jroor 
best  ally." 

"Puree?  purse,  indeed T  quoth  Caleb,  iodlfl^tafitly 
fliilging  out  of  the  room,—"  what  suld  I  do  wi'  your 
honours  purse,  on  vour  ain  grund?  I  trust  we  are  no 
to  pay  for  our  ain  7" 

The  servants  left  the  hall;  and  the  door  was  no 
sooner  shut,  thati  the  Lord  Keeper  began  to  apologise 
for  the  rudeness  of  his  nurth ;  and  Lucy  to  nc^  she 
had  given  no  pain  or  ofience  to  the  Kind-hearted 
faithlul  okl  man. 

"Caleb  and  1  must  both  leam^  madam,  to  mnaerep 
with  good  humoiu*,  or  at  least  with  patience,  the  nd5- 
cule  which  every  where  attaches  itself  to  poverty." 

"  You  do  youraelf  injustice.  Master  of  Ravenswood, 
on  my  word  of  honour,"  answered  his  elder  guest. 

I  believe  I  know  mora  of  your  affaire  than  you  do 
yourself  and  I  hope  to  show  you,  that  I  am  interested 
m  them  j  and  that— in  short,  that  your  prospects  are 
better  than  you  apprehend.  In  the  mean  time,  I  can 
conceive  nothing  so  respectable,  as  the  spirit  which 
rises  above  miaibrtun&  and  prefera  honourable  prirop 
tions  to  debt  or  dependence." 

Whether  6mm  fear  of  offending  the  delicacy,  or 
awakening  the  ixride  of  the  Master,  the  Lord  Keeper 
made  these  allusions  with  an  appearance  of  feamd 
and  hesitating  reserve,  and  scented  to  be  afi^  that 
he  was  intruding  too  far,  in  venturing  to  touch,  how- 
ever  lightly^  upon  such  a  topic,  even  when  the  Master 
had  led  to  It.  In  short,  he  appeared  at  once  pushed 
on  by  his  desire  of  appearing  niendly,  and  held  back 
by  the  fear  of  intrusion.  It  was  no  wonder  that  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  little  acquainted  as  he  then 
was  with  life,  should  have  given  this  consummate 
courtier  credit  for  more  sincerity  than  was  probabbr^ 
to  be  found  in  a  score  of  his  cast.  He  answered 
however,  with  reserva  that  he  was  indcbtMl  to  all 
y(ho  might  think  well  of  him ;  and,  apologizing  to 
his  guests,  he  left  the  hall,  in  order  to  make  soch 
arrangements  for  their  entertainment  aa  ciicom- 
atancea  admitted. 

Upon  consulting  vtridi  old  Mysie,  the  accommoda- 
tions for  the  night  were  easily  completed,  as  indeed 
they  admitted  of  little  choice.  The  Master  surren- 
dered his  apartment  for  the  use  of  Miss  AshtoiL  and 
Mysie,  (once  a  person  of  consequence,)  dressed  in  s 
black  satin  gown  which  had  belonged  of  yore  to  the 
Master's  grandmotheri  and  had  figured  m  the  court- 
bal(s  of  Henrietta  Mana.  went  to  attend  her  aa  lady's 
maid.  He  next  inquired  after  Bucklaw^  and  under^ 
standing  he  was  at  the  change-house  with  the  honts- 
men  and  some  companiona,  ne  desired  Caleb  to  call  . 
there,  and  acquaint  him  how  he  was  circumstanoad 
at  Wolfs  Crag— to  intimate  to  him  that jt  would  be 
most  convenient  if  he  coukl  find  a  bed  in  the  ham- 
let, as  the  elder  gueat  must  necessarily  be  quartered  in 
the  secret  chamber,  the  only  sp^re  bedroonl  whidi 
could  be  made  fit  to  receive  mm.  The  Master  saw  i|o 
hardship  in  passing  the  night  by  the  hail-fire,  .wrapt  m  ' 
hiacampaig^i-dQaki  andcoScottiahdomeaucaoftiM 
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Itf » even  of  the  highest  rank,  nay,  to  young  men  of  1 
aniily  or  fashion,  on  any  pinrii,  clean  straw,  or  a  dry  ' 
iay*laft.  wav always  bcld^nod  ni(;ht-qi]artt>r8. 

roi  the  Tc»t,  Lockhard  had  liis  mafftcra  orders  to  j 
Mng  some  venif>on  from  the  inn,  and  Caleb  was  to  | 
iTuit  to  his  wits  lor  tlie  honour  of  his  family.  The 
Mftster,  indeed,  a  second  time  held  out  his  purse;  < 
boL  as  it  was  in  sight  of  the  stjrangi^  servant,  the 
buiUT  thought  himat'lf  obliged  to  declino  what  his 
finjiprs  itched  to  chitnh.  "  Couldna  he  hae  slippit  it 
jRiitly  iiito  my  hand?"  said  Caleb—/* but  his  honour 
«ill  never  learn  how  to  bearhinieell  in  siccan  cases." 

MvRe,  in  the  mean  time,  according  to  a  uniform 
cwtom  in  remote  places  in  Scotland,  offered  the 
muufcrs  the  produce  of  her  little  dairy,  while  better 
BMt  wa9  getting  ready."  And  according  to  another 
cwtom,  not  yet  wholly  in  desuetude,  as  the  storm  was 
now  dtii'iing  ofT  to  Ie<.'ward,  tlie  Master  carried  the 
ITd^r  to  the  top  of  his  highest  tower  to  admire  a 
Hife  and  Waste  extent  of  view,  and  to  "weary  for  his 


CHAPTER  XII. 
"  VAr  danic."  quoth  iir,  "  Je  vou«  din  una  doute, 
KaH  I  nou(!litof  a  capunbutOin  liver, 
Aiu*.  of  your  whitp  hrcad  nouyht  but  a  khirer. 
Aid  after  thiit  a  roojited  uigRo'i  iiead, 
(Rat  1  no  vriild  for  mo  uo  booMt  were  dead.) 
Ttiui  had  I  with  yuu  liomoly  ■uflcrauiice/' 

Chacceb,  Summer'i  TaU. 

It  was  not  w;i»hout  some  secret  misgivings  that 
Cairf)  sot  ou!  upon  his  exploratory  exi»edition.  In 
fact,  it  was  ni tended  with  a  treble  difficulty.  He 
direil  not  ttll  his  master  the  offence  which  he  had  that 
tioming  uivcn  to  Bucklaw  (just  for  ilie  honour  of  the 
fatnily)— he  dareti  not  acknowledee  lie  had  been  too 
taftty  in  refui?inu  the  purse— una,  thirdly,  he  was 
ifniC'what  ai-pr'-hensive  of  unpleasant  consequences 
i:ponhid  metitins  Hayston  undt  r  the  impression  of  an 
rifront,  and  probably  by  this  time  under  tlie  influence 
ilMfifno  snibll  quantity  of  brandy. 

rali.h.  to  do  hmi  Justice,  was  as  bold  as  any  lion 
»!ifTi;  the  honour  of  the  family  of  Kavenswood  was 
nir.ci.'ni6d  ;  hut  his  was  that  coiisidenito  valour  which 
diH4  not  delight  in  unnecessary  risks.  This,  liow- 
n-tr.  was  a  secondary'  consideration  ;  the  main  point 
wafr  to  veil  the  indigence  of  the  ht)uae-keeping  at  the 
c^htlo.  and  to  make  good  his  vaunt  of  the  cheer  which 
bisremuTCts  could  prucure,  without  Lockhard's  ns- 
liMancc,  and  without  supplies  from  his  master.  This 
«ait  as  prime  a  point  of  honour  with  him,  as  with  the 
Kpni-roua  elephant  with  whom  wc  have  already  com- 
ptKd  him,  who,  being  over-ta#ked.  broke  his  skull 
limnijh  thie  despemte  exertions  which  he  made  todis- 
char;zc  his  duty,  when  he  iierceivcd  tliey  were  bring- 
Durup  another  to  his  assistance. 

The  village  which  they  now  approached  had  fre- 
quently aflbrded  the  distressed  butler  resources  uoon 
krailar  emergencies;  hut  his  relations  witli  it  had 
httrn  of  late  much  altered. 

It  was  a  little  hamlet  which  straggled  along  the  side 
rfarrftek  fonned  by  the  discharge  of  a  small  brook 
into  the  sea,  and  was  hidden  from  thecastlt^  to  which 
it  had  liecnin  former  times  an  appendage,  by  the  in- 
tcrvenhonof  the  shoulder  of  a  hill  fonnmg  a  project- 
ing bf-adJaiid.  It  was  called  Wolf  s-hope,  (i.  e.  Wolfs 
Uiivcii,)  and  the  few  inhabitants  gained  a  precarious 
Kbsistence  by  manning  two  or  three  fishing-boats  in 
tK  b  rring-season,  and  smum^ling  gin  aid  brandy 
duriiiG;  the  winter  months.  They  paid  a  kind  of  hcre- 
ditarv  respect  to  the  Lords  of  Ravcnswood ;  but,  in 
tile  difficulties  of  the  family,  most  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Wolfs-hope  had  contrived  to  get  feu-rights*  to  theh 
Lide  possessions,  their  huts,  kail-yards,  and  rights  of 
coromontr,  so  that  they  were  emancipated  from  the 
chains  of  feudal  dependence,  and  free  from  the  various 
eiacrions  with  which,  under  every  possible  pretext,  or 
intbout  any  pretext  at  all,  the  ^Scottish  landlords  of 
the  period,  tlicmselvcs  in  greot  ix>verty,  were  wont  to 
banaa  their  still  poorer  tenants  at  wiD.  They  might 
be^on  the  whole,  termed  independent,  a  circumstance 

•That  »„ab«r»lule  rifhtf  of  proi>ortT  for  the  payment  of  a 
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peculiarly  galling  to  Caleb,  who  had  been  wont  to 
exercise  over  them  the  same  sweeping  auihurily  in 
levying  contributions  which  was  exercised  in  former 
times  in  England,  when  '*  the  royal  pur>fcyoi8,  sally- 
ing forth  from  under  the  Gothic  portcullis  ti)  purchase 
provisions  with  i>ower  and  prerogative,  iiibtead  of 
money,  bnmglit  home  the  plunder  of  h  liundrL-d  mar^ 
kots,  and  all  that  could  be  si-izi  d  from  a  Hying  and 
hiding  countr}',  and  deposited  their  spoil  in  a  hundred 
caverns."* 

Caliib  loved  the  memory  and  rcFcnlcd  the  downfall 
of  that  authority,  which  mimicked,  on  a  petty  scale, 
the  grand  contributions  exacted  by  the  feudal  sove- 
reigns. And  as  he  fondly  flaiieretl  himbeU  that  the 
awful  rule  and  right  supremacy  which  assijnicd  to 
the  Barons  of  Kavenswootl  the  first  and  mohi  eiii  ct- 
ive  interest  in  all  productions  of  nature  within  live 
miles  of  their  castle,  only  slumbered,  and  was  not  de- 
parted for  ever,  he  used  every  now  and  then  to  ^ive 
the  recollection  of  the  inhabitants  a  Utile  jog  by  sumc 
petty  exaction.  These  were  ut  first  submit kd  to. 
with  more  or  less  readiness,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hamlet ;  for  they  had  been  so  long  used  to  consider 
the  wants  of  the  Baron  and  his  family  as  having  a 
*tille  to  bo  preferred  to  their  own,  that  their  actual  ui- 
dei>endenco  did  not  convey  to  theui  an  immediate 
seusc>  of  freedom.  They  resembled  a  man  that  has 
been  long  fettered,  who,  even  at  liberty,  feelrf,  iii  imagi- 
nation, thei  grasp  of  the  handcutrs  still  binding  his 
wrists.  But  the  exercise  of  freedom  is  quickly  follow- 
ed with  the  natural  consciousness  of  its  immunities, 
as  the  enlarged  prisoner,  by  the  free  use  of  his  linib.s. 
soon  dispels  the  cramped  feeUng  they  had  acquired 
when  bound.  , , 

The  inhabitants  of  Wolf's-hope  bfr^n  to  gnimblc, 
to  ntist,  and  at  length  positively  to  rei use  compliance 
with  the  exactions  of  Caleb  Balderstone.  It  was  iu 
vain  he  reminded  them,  that  when  the  eleven ili  Lord 
Ilavenswood,  called  the  Skipper,  from  his  delight  in 
naval  matters,  had  encouraged  the  trade  of  their  port 
by  building  the  pier,  (a  bulwark  of  stones  rudely  piled 
together,)  whicn  protected  the  fi.shing  boats  from  the 
weather,  it  hrnl  been  matter  of  understanding,  that  he 
w^as  to  have  the  first  stone  of  butter  after  the  calving 
of  every  cow  within  the  barony,  and  the  first  egg, 
thence  willed  the  Mondaj'^s  egcr,  laid  by  everj'  hen  uo 
every  Monday  in  the  year.  ,111 

The  fcuars  heard  and  scratchetl  their  heads, 
coughed,  sneezed,  and  being  preswd  for  ansvver,  re^ 
joined  with  one  voice,  "They  could  not  say;"— the 
univi  rsal  refuge  of  a  Scottish  peasant,  when  pressed 
to  admit  a  claim  which  his  conscience  owns,  or 
perhaps  his  feelings,  and  his  interest  inclines  him  to 
deny. 

Caleb,  however,  furnished  the  notables  of  WolfV 
hop<«  with  a  note  of  the  requisition  of  butter  and  eggs, 
which  he  claimed  as  arrears  of  the  aforesaid  subsidy, 
or  kindly  aid,  payable  as  above  mentioned ;  and 
having  intimated  that  he  would  not  be  averse  to  com 
pound  the  same  for  goods  or  money,  if  it  was  in- 
convenient to  them  to  pay  in  kind,  left  them,  as  he 
hoped,  to  debate  the  mode  of  assessing  tliemselves 
for  that  puiTJOse.  On  the  contrary,  they  met  with  a 
determined  purpose  of  resisting  the  exaction,  and 
were  only  undecided  as  to  the  mode  of  grounding 
their  opiwaition,  when  the  cooixt,  a  very  miporiant 

JHjrson  on  a  fishinc  station,  and  one  of  the  f.'onscript 
^'athcrs  of  the  village,  obsi'rvcd,  "That  their  hens 
caickled  mony  a  day  for  the  J.onls  of  Ilavenswood, 
and  it  was  time  they  suld  caickle  for  those  that  gave 
them  roosts  and  barley."  A  unanimous  grin  inti- 
mated the  a.ssent  of  the  assembly.  "  And,"  coniinueo 
the  orator,  "  if  it's  your  wuU,  I'll  just  tak  a  step  as  fat 
as  Dunse  for  Davie  Dingwall  tlie  writer,  that  s  coma 
frae  the  North  to  settle  aniang  us,  and  he'll  pit  this 
job  to  rights,  I'se  warrant  him. 

A  day  was  accordingly  fixed  for  holding  a  grana 
palaver  at  Wolf  s-hope  on  the  subjeet  of  Caleb's  ro- 

2uisitions,  and  he  was  invited  to  attend  at  the  hamlet 
>r  that  purpose. 
He  went  with  open  hands  and  empty  etomadu 

•  Burke't  Speech  on  I.co|tfxs^\?^'^^S55^v!f:«^t^  ^^V\N>. 
D.  260.  O 


TALES  OF  mr  LANDLORD. 


CCaAP. , 


tmstins  to  fiU  the  one  on  his  mastet^e  acooant,  and 
the  other  on  his  own  score,  at  the  expense  of  the 
feuars  of  Wolf  s-hope.     But,  death  to  his  hopes  I  as 


acted  aniinst  the  famuy  of  Biavenswood,  a^d  was  a 
prindpal  agent  of  Sir  William  Asfaton  trotted  in  at 
the  western  extremity,  bestriding  a  leathern  port- 
.  manteau  stuffed  with  the  feu-charters  of  the  hamlet, 
and  hoping  he  had  not  kept  Mr.  Balderstone  waiting, 
*'  a^  lie  was  instructed  and  fully  empowered  to  pay  or 
receive,  compound  or  compensate,  and,  in  fine,  to 
aei*  as  records,  respecting  all  mutual  and  unsettled 
claims  whatsoever,  belonging  or  competent  to  the 
Honourable  Edgar  RAvenswood,  commonly  called 

the  Master  of  Ravenswood'* 

■  ^  The  Right  Honourable  Edgar  Lord  RaverutDood^" 
■aid  Caleb,  with  great  emphasis;  for,  though  con- 
scious he  had  little  chance  of  advantage  in  the  con- 
flict to  ensue,  he  was  resolved  not  to  sacrifice  one  jot 
of  honour. 

"  Lord  Ravenswood,  then."  said  the  man  of  busi- 
ness ;  "  we  shall  not  quarrel  with  you  about  tides  of 
courtesy— commonly  called  Lord  Ravenswood,  or 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  heritable  proprietor  of  the 
lands  -and  barony  of  Wolf's  Crag,  on  the  one  part, 
and  to  John  Whitefish  and  others,  feuars  in  the  town 
of  Wolf's-hope,  within  the  barony  aforesaid,  on  the 
other  part." 

Caleb  was  consckras,  from  sad  experience,  that  he 
would  wage  a  very  different  strife  with  his  mercenary 
champion,  than  with  the  individual  feuars  themselves, 
upon  whose  old  recollections,  predilections,  and  habits 
of  thinking,  he  might  have  wrought  by  a  hundred 
indirect  arguments,  to  which  their  deputy-represent- 
ative was  totally  insensible.  The  issue  of  the  debate 
proved  the  reality  of  his  apprehensions.  It  was  in 
vain  he  strained  his  eloquence  and  ingenuity^  and  col- 
lected into  one  mass  all  arguments  arismg  from 
antique  custom  and  hereditary  respect,  from  the  good 
deeds  done  by  the  Lord  of  BLavenswood  to  the  com- 
munity of  WolPs-hope  in  former  days,  and  from  what 
might  be  expected  from  them  in  future.  The  writer 
stuck  to  the  contents  of  his  feu-charters— he  could  not 
see  it—'twas  not  in  the  bond.  And  when  Caleb, 
determined  to  try  what  a  little  spirit  would  do,  de- 
precated the  consequences  of  Lord  Ravenswood's 
withdrawing  his  protection  f^om  the  bur^  and  even 
hinted  at  his  using  active  measures  of  resentment, 
the  man  of  law  sneered  in  his  face. 

"His  cUents."  he  said,  "  had  determined  to  do  the 
best  they  could  for  their  own  town,  and  he  thought 
Lord  Ravenswood,  since  ho  was  a  lord,  might  have 
enough  to  do  to  look  afier  his  own  castle.  As  to  any< 
threats  of  stouthrief  oppression,  by  rule  of  thumb,  or 
via/aeti,  as  the  law  termed  it,  he  would  have  Mr. 
Balderstone  recollect,  that  new  times  were  not  as  old 
times— that  they  lived  on  the  south  of  the  Forth,  and 
far  from  the  Highlands— that  his  clients  thought  they 
were  able  to  protect  themselves :  but  should  they  find 
themselves  mistaken,  they  woidd  apply  to  the  govern- 
ment for  the  protection  of  a  corporal  and  four  red- 
coats, who,"  said  Mr.  Dingwall,  with  a  grin,  "would 
be  perfectly  able  to  secure  mem  against  Lord  Ravens- 
wood, and  all  that  he  or  his  followers  coold  d<r  by 
the  strong  hand." 

If  Caleb  could  have  concentrated  all  the  lightnings 
of  aristocracy  in  his  eye,  to  have  struck  dead  this 
contemner  of  allegiance  and  privilege,  he  would  have 
launched'  them  at  his  head,  without  respect  to  the 
eonjequences.  As  it  was,  his  was  compelled  to  turn 
his  course  backward  to  the  castle;  and  there  he 
remained  for  full  half  a  day  invisible  and  inaccessible 
even  to  Mysie,  sequestered  in  his  own  peodiar  dun- 
geon, where  he  sat  burnishing  a  sin^  pewter-plate, 
and  whistlmg  Maggy  Lauder  six  hours  without  mter- 
misaon. 

The  issue  of  this  unfortunate  requisition  had  shot 
against  Caleb  all  resources  which  could  be  derived 
from  WolTs-hope  and  its  purtieus,  the  El  Dorado,  or 
•'eru,  fiom  which,  in  all  former  cases  of  exigency  he 
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had  been  abU  to  extract  soma  aasistanoa.  He  hwdU 
indeed^  m  a  manner  vowed  that  the  deil  should  hav« 
him,  ir  ever  he  put  the  print  of  his  foot  within  its 
causeway  again.  He  had  hitherto  kept  his  wofti  i 
and,  strange  to  tell,  this  secession  had^  as  he  intend- 
edf  m  some  degree,  the  effect  of  a  punishment  upoa 
the  re^ctory  feuars.  Mr.  Balderstone  had  been  a 
person  in  their  eyes  connected  with  a  superior  ordea 
of  bemf^  whoae  presence  used  to  grace  their  iittl^ 
festivities,  whose  advice  they  found  useful  on  msiiy 
occasbnSk  and  whose  communications  gave  a  sort  ca 
credit  to  their  village.  The  place,  they  acknowledf^od, 
"  didna  look  as  it  nsed  to  do,  and  should  do,  sinca 
Mr.  Caleb  keepit  the  castle  sae  closely— but  doub^ 
less,  touching  the  em  and  butter,  it  was  a  moaC 
unreasonable  demanaT  as  Mr.  Dingwall  had  jusolr 
made  manilSBSt. 

Thus  stood  matters  betwixt  the  parties,  when  tha 
old  butler,  though  it  was  gall  and  wormwood  to  hiai« 
found  himself  obliged  either  to  acknowledge  bcibre  m, 
strange  man  of  quality,  and,  what  was  much  worae. 
before  that  stranger's  servant,  the  total  inability  of 
Wolfs  Crag  to  produce  a  dinner,  or  he  must  trust  to 
the  compassion  of  the  ftoars  of  Wolf's-hone.  It  was 
a  dreadful  degradation,  but  necessity  wA  equally 
imperious  and  lawless,  mth  these  feelings  he  enterea 
the  street  of  the  village. 

Willmg  to  shake  himself  from  his  companions  as 
soon  as  possible,  he  directed  Mr.  Lockhard  to  Lu^ua 
Sma'trash's  change-house,  where  a  din,  proceeding 
from  the  revels  of  Bucklaw,  Crajgen^elt,  and  their 
party,  sounded  half-way  down  the  street!  while  the 
red  glare  from  the  window  overpowered  the  gray 
twilight  which  veas  now  settling  down,  and  gLun- 
mered  against  a  parcel  of  old  tuba,  kegs,  and  bsjrrels, 
piled  up  in  the  cooper's  yard,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way. 

^If  yon,  Mr.  .Lockhard,"  said  the  old  buder  to  his 
companion,  "  will  be  pleased  to  step  to  the  change- 
house  where  that  Ught  comes  froni,  and  whorev  as  I 
judge,  they  are'now  smmng  *  Cauld  Kail  in  Aberdeen,' 
ye  may  do  your  mast^s  errand  about  the  veniaoA, 
and  I  will  d',  mine  about  BucklaMr's  bed  as  I  retura 
frae  getting  the  rest  of  the  vivers.— It's  no  that  the 
venison  is  actually  needfu'."  he  added,  detaining  his 
colleague  by  the  button,  to  make  up  the  dinner; 
but,  as  a  complhnent  to  the  hunters,  ye  ken— and, 
Mr.  Lockhard— if  they  offer  ye  a  drink  o'^yiU,  or  a  cup 
o'  wine,  or  a  glass  o'  bhmdy,  ye'll  be  a  wise  man  to 
take  it,  in  case  the  thunner  should  hae  soured  ours  at 
the  castle,— whilk  is  ower  rouckle  to  be  dreaded." 

He  tlien  permitted  Lockhard  to  depart ;  and  with 
foot  heavy  as  lead,  knd  yet  far  lighter  than  his  heart, 
stepped  on  through  the  unequal  street  of  the  stran- 
gling village,  meditating  on  whom  he  ought  to  make 
His  first  attack.  It  was  necessary  he  should  find 
some  one,  with  whom  old  acknowledged  greatness 
should  weigh  more  than  recait  independence,  and  to 
whom  his  appUcation  might  appear  an  act  of  high 
dignity,  relenung  at  once  and  soothing.  But  he  coiud 
not  recollect  An  mhabitant  of  a  mind  so  constructed. 
**  Our  kail  is  like  to  be  cauld  eneugh  too,"  he  reflect- 
ed, as  the  chorus  of  Cauld  Kail  in  Aberdeen  again 
reached  his  ears.  The  minister— ho  had  got  his 
presentation  finom  the  Ute  lord,  but  they  had  quarrelled 
about  tiends ;— the  brewster's  wife— she  had  trusted 
longhand  the  bill  was  aye  scored  op— and  unless 
the  dignity  of  the  fomily  should  actuaUy  require  it,  it 
wouklbe  a  sin  to  distress  a  widow  woman.  Nona 
was  so  able— but,  on  the  other  hand,  none  was  likely 
to  be  less  willing,  to  stand  his  friena  upon  the  present 
occasion,  than-  Gibbiq  Girder,  the  man  of  tubs  and 
barrels  aueady  mendoned,  who  had  headed  the  insw<> 
rection  in  the  matter  of  the«K  and  butter  subsidy,— 
"But  a'  comes  o'  takmg  folk  on  the  right  side.  I 
trow,"  quoth  Caleb  to  himself;  "  and  I  h^  anoa  ms 
ill  hap  to  say  he  was  but  a  Johnny  Newcome  in  our 
town,  and  the  carle  bore  the  fhmily  an  iU-will 
ever  since.  But  he  manied  a  bonny  young  quean, 
Jean  Lightbody,  auld  Lightbody's  daughter,  him  that 
was  in  the  steading  of  Loun-the-Djrker— end  auU 
Lightbody  viras  mamed  himaell  to  ManoiL  that  was 
about  my  lady  in  the  family  forty  years  syne— I  hia 
had  mony  a  day's  daffing  wi'  Jean'a  mitfaer,  and  may 
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uj  sfe  bidefl  on  wT  them—the  carle  has  Jaoobtues 
un  Oflorgrases  baitfa,  an  an'e  coold  get  at  them--«]ul 
fore  I  am,  it's  doing  him  an  honourhim  or  his  never 
imemd  at  our  hand,  the  ungradouB  aumph ;  and  if 
be  Ions  bj  qb  a'thegither,  he  w  e'en  cheap  o't,  he  can 
■pare  it  brawJUr." 

Shaking  on  iireaolation,  therefore,  and  taming  at 
once  upon  his  heejL  Caleb  walked  haatily  back  to  the 
coopers  house,  lined  the  latch  without  ceremony, 
sikQ  in  a  mom^i^  found  hiitoself  behind  the  Ao/ton,  or 
IMTOtion,  from  which  position  he  could,  himself  im- 
Ken,  reconnoitre  the  mterior  of  the  butt  or  kitchen 
ipaitment  of  the  mansion. 

Reverse  of  the  sad  menace  at  the  Castle  of  Wolfs 
Crag,  a  bickering  fire  roared  up  the  coopei^s  chimney. 
His  wife  on  the  one  side,  in  her  peariings  and  pud- 
dinz  sleeves,  pot  the  last  finishing  touch  to  her  noli- 
dtf  8  axparei,  while  she  contemplated  a  very  hand- 
some and  good-humoured  face  m  a  broken  mirror, 
raised  upon  the  bink  (the  shelves  on  which  the  plates 
aie  disposed)  for  her  special  accommodation.  Her 
nwther,  old Luckie Loup- the-Dyke,  "a  canty  carline" 
IS  was  within  twenty  miles  oi  her,  accordmg  to  the 
BDanimous  report  of  the  eummera^  or  gossiped  sat  by 
t!)£  fire  in  the  full  glory  of  a  grogram  gown,  lammer 
beadsL  and  a  clean  oockemony,  whifi&ng  a  snug  pipe 
of  tobacco,  and  superintenoing  the  aifairs  of  the 
kitchen.  For — sight  more  interesting  to  the  anxious 
K&rt  and  craving  entrails  of  the  desponding  Sene- 
schal, than  either  buxom  dame  or  canty  cummer—. 
tiiere  bubbled  on  the  aforesaid  bickering  fire,  a  huge 
pot,  or  rather  cauldron,  steaming  with  beef  and 
wewis;  while  before  it  revolved  two  spits,  turned  each 
by  one  of 'the  cooper's  apprentices,  seated  in  the 
opposite  comers  of  the  chimney;  the  one  loaded  ¥rith 
»  quarter  of  mutton,  while  the  other  was  graced  with 
I  fat  goose  and  a  brace  of  wild  ducks.  The  sight  and 
ic^t  of  such  a  land  of  plenty  almost  wholly  over- 
ome  the  drooping  spirits  of  Caleb.  He  turned,  for  a 
Domeni's  space,  to  reconnoitre  the  6cn,  or'parlour 
nd  of  the  house,  and  there  saw  a  sight  scarce  less 
■fleeting  to  his  feelings ;— a  large  round  table,  covered 
for  ten  or  twelve  persons,  decored  (according  to  his 
»wn  favourite  term)  with  napery  as  white  as  snow ; 
ejand  flagons  of  ijewter,  intermixed  with  one  or  two 
alver  cups,  containing,  as  was  probable,  something 
worthy  the  brilliancy  of  their  outward  appearance; 
^san  trenchers,  cutty  spoons,  knives  and  forks. 
Biarp,  burnished,  and  prompt  for  action,  which  lay  all 
w^uyred  as  for  an  especial  festival. 

The  devil's  in  the  peddling  tub-coopering  carle!" 
jnttered  Caleb,  in  aU  0ie  envy  of  astomshment ; 
It's  a  shame  to  see  the  like  o  them  gusting  their 
RBbs  at  sie  a  rate.  But  if  some  o'  that  gooa  che^ 
does  not  find  it's  way  to  Wolfs  Crag  this  night, 
my  name  is  not  Caleb  Balderstone." 

So  resolving,  he  entered  the  apartment,  and,  in  all 
Jixi'teoas  greeting,  saluted  both  the  mother  and  the 
awwhter.  Wolfs  Crag  was  the  court  of  the  barony, 
^«eb  prime  minister  at  Wolfs  Crag ;  and  it  has  ever 
»^  remarked,  that  thou^  the  masculine  subject 
]foo  pays  the  taxes,  somettmes  srowls  at  the  cour- 
°cn.  by  whom  they  are  imposed,  the  said  courtiers 
^tmucL  nevertheless,  welcome  to  the  fair  sex,  to 
^pm  they  fiirmsh  the  newest  small-talk  and  the 
truest  fushions.  Both  the  dames  were,  therefore,  at 
^  about  old  Caleb's  neck,  setting  up  their  throats 
whether  by  way  of  welcome. 
.Ay;  siia,  Mr.  Balderatone,  and  is  this  you?— A 
■gnt  of  you  is  gude  for  sair  een— sit  down— sit  down 
"""e.godeman  will  be  blithe  to  see  you— ve  nar 
^"^mm  sae  cadgy  in  your  life ;  but  we  are  to  christen 
^  bit  wean  the  night,  as  ye  will  hae  heard,  and 
JJibtlew  ye  will  stay  and  see  the  ordinance.- We 
^killed  a  wedier,  and  ane  o'  our  lads  has  been  oat 
^.^  gun  at  the  moss— ye  used  to  like  wild-fowL" 
.  Na-na-^guidewife,"  said  CaleU  *'I  just  keekit 
^to  wish  ye  joy.  and  I  wad  be  glad  to  hae  spoken 

«3l  S**®  mai  out ^*  moving,  as  if  to  go  away. 

I  The  ne'er  a  nt  ye's  gang,"  said  the  elder  daipe, 
n^iog  and  hoUing  him  fast,  with  a  fieedom  which 
nSH^^W  to  thor  oldfaoquaintanoe ; "  wha  kens  what 
1^  niiy  bting  to  the  bairn,  if  ye  owedook  it  in  that 


"But  Fm  in  a  preceese  hunr;  gude  wife/  siid  rhd 
butler,  sufiTermj^  hanseU"  to  be  dragKcd  to  a  seat  niih^ 
out  much  rcststan^;  ''and  as  to  tots  oh*'— for  hj. 
observed  the  niifiiresa  of  ihe  dwelling  busiling  about 
to  place  a  tn  ncher  for  him--''aB  for  tuting^ack-a- 
day,  we  art  just  killed  up  yonder  wi'  eoiiiig  frae 
morning  to  ni^ht—ita  shamed'  cipLnirieni  $  but  thai> 
what  we  hat  gotiun  fmo  the  Engbah  pouk-puddinga/* 

"  Hout— rnu'ver  mind  tht  Flnglisfa  pock-pudduiKfij* 
said  Luckie  Li^biboUvi  "  rry  our  pudamg0>  &iu 
Balderatone— there  is  black  puddiag  and  while  hntt 
— try  whilk  ye  hke  best." 

**Baith  good— baith  excdlent— canna  be  better: 
bnt  the  veiy  smeQ  is  eneugh  for  me  that  hae  diuei 
sae  lately  (the  faithful  wretch  had  fasted  since  day- 
break.) But  I  wadna  afiront  your  houaewifeskep, 
gudewife;  and,  with  your  permission,  I'se  e'en  pit 
them  in  my  napkin^  and  eat  them  to  my  supper  at 
e*en,  for  1  am  weaned  of  Mysie's  pastry  and  non- 
sense •^ye  ken  lanward  dainties  aye  pleased  m9 
beet,  Marion— and  lanward  lasses  too— (looking  at 
.the  coopei^s  wife)— Ne'er  a  bit  but  ahe  looks  far  better 
than  when  she  married  Gijbert,  and  then  she  was 
the  bonniest  lass  in  our  narochine  and  the  neeet  till't 
—But  gawsie  cow,  goodly  call" 

The  women  smiled  at  the  compliment  each  to  her- 
self and  they  smiled  again  to  each  other  as  Cakh 
yrrvpx  up  the  puddings  in  a  towel  which  he  had 
brought  with  him,  as  a  drasoon  carries  his  foraging 
bag  to  receive  what  may  fall  in  his  way. 

"And  what  news  at  the  castle?"  quo'  the  gudewife. 

"News 7— the  bravest  news  ye  ever  heard— the 
Lord  Keeper's  up  yonder  wi'  his  fair  daughter,  just 
ready  to  fling  her  at  my  lord's  head,  if  he  winna  tak 
her  out  o'  his  arms;  and  fse  warrant  he'll sdtch  our 
auld  lands  of  Ravenswood  to  her  petdcoal  tail." 

"  Eh  I  sirs— ay  I— and  will  he  hae  her?— and  is  she 
weel-favoured  7— and  what's  the  colour'o'  her  hair  ? 
—and  does  she  wear  a  habit  or  a  railly  7"  were  the 
questions  which  ^e  females  showered  upon  the  butler. 

"  Hout  tout !— It  wad  tak  a  man  a  day  to  answer 
a'  your  questions,  and  I  hae  hardly  a  minute.  Where'a 
thegudeman?" 

"Awa  to  fetch  the  minister."  said  Mra.  Ghder. 
"precious  Mr.  Peter  Bide-the-Bent,  fi-ae  the  Moss- 
head— the  honest  man  has  the  rheumatism  wi'  lying 
in  the  hills  in  the  persecution."  / 

"  Ay !— a  whig  and  a  mountain-man— nae  less  ?" 
said  Caleb,^  with  a  peevishness  he  could  not  suppress; 
"I  hae  seen  the  day,  Luckie.  when  worthy  Mr.  Cuff- 
cushion  and  the' service-book  would  hae  served  your 
turn,  (to  the  elder  dame,)  or  ony  honest  woman  in 
like  circumstances."  ^ 

"And  that's  true  too."  said  Mrs.  Lightbody,  "but 
what  can  a  body  do  1— Jean  maun  baith  sing  her 
psalms  and  -busk  her  cockemony  the  gate  the  gude- 
man  hkes,  and  nae  ither  gate ;  for  he's  maister  and 
raair  at  hame,  I  can  tell  ye!  Mr.  Balderstone." 

"  Ay,  ay,  and  does  he  guide  the  gear  too  ?"  said  Ca- 
leb, to  whose  projects  masculine  rule  boded  little  good. 

"Ilka  penny  on' t— but  he'll  dress  her  as  dink  as  a 
daisy,  as  ye  see— sae  she  has  little  reason  to  complain 
—where  there's  ane  better  aff  there's  ten  waur." 

"Aweel,  gudewife,"  said  Caleb,  crest-fallen,  but 
nrit  beafcn  offj  "thnt  wasnn  the  w/iy  ye  guided  your  ' 
^1]  J I  [11  an  ;  but  ilke.  land  hae  it  ain  Inuch.    I  maun  be 

fsanpirt^^— I  just  wantt'd  to  round  in  the  gudeman's 
ug,  thrit  I  Seard  thetn  say  up  by  yonder,  that  Petrar 
Pun  flit  on  that  was  co&per  lo  the  Clufen's  stores  at 
iho  Tiuitner  Huree  at  Lcith.  ts  dead— sae  I  thought 
th-i[  jrmybe  a  woni  frtu;  my  lord  to  ihe  Lord  Keeper 
iLiimht  lino  Bsrvtd  Gilbert ;  but  since  he's  frae  hame"— 
'^0  but  ye  ftiaun  stay  his  hatnc^ coming,"  said  the 
tin  me,  "I  aye  telUd  the  gudeman  je  meant  weel  to 
him :  but  he  taks  iho  tout  at  evciy  Lit  lippening  word," 
''  Awed,  ru  stay  ibc  Inst  n^inciie  I  can." 
''And  io,"  laid  the  handaoinL-  youDg  spouseof  Mr. 
Girder^  **  ye  think  this  Miss  AbIi  \o%i  jh  weel-favoured  1 
— tioth^  aiid  sae  ehodd  Ehe,  to  set  up  for  our  young 
lord,  with  a  face,  and  a  hand,  and  a  eeaton  hishorsei 
ihar  niiji^hl  become  a  kinfr  s  Fori— ^fS^  ken  that  he 
oyt^  fllowerfi  up  at  my  wiiidrswi  31  r.  lialderstone,  when 
he  chaunct'9  lo  nde  ihno'  the:  TO^vrt,  ^%  I  hae  a  riffk' 
to  ken  what  h§  like  is*  aa^tf^rHibiry  body.t>  ^^ 


nu»  crier  LANMQH); 


[Cmt^^QIL- 


"1  ken  tHfttbntvYy^  Mrid  Cil6^  '*fbrl had  YmrA 
hiB  lurdship  say  the  cooper's  wife  had  the  blackaM 
ee  in  the  barony ;  and  I  said,  Weel  may  that  be>  my 
lord,  for  it  was  her  nrither'a  olbre  her.  ai  I  ken  lo  ray 
.  co9t— Kh,  Marion  1  Ha,  ha,  ha  t^Ah  I  these  were 
merry  days !" 

"Hout  awa,  auld  carle,*'  said  the  okl  dome,  "to 
speak  sic  daffine  to  younff  folk.—Bat  Jean— fie,  wo> 
man.  dinna  ye  hear  the  bairn  greet  i  Fsa  warrant 
2t*s  that  dreary  weid*  has  come  oweHt  again." 

Up  got  mother  and  graifdmother,  and  soeored  away, 
ostling  each  other  as  they  ran,  into  some  remote 
oomt^r  of  the  tenement,  where  the  young  hero  of  the 
evening  was  deposited.  When  Caleb  saw  the  coast 
fairly  clear,  he  took  an  infigorating  pinch  of  sno^  to 
sharpen  and  confirm  his  resolution. 

Cauld  be  my  cast,  thought  he,  if  either  Bide-tho- 
Bent  or  GHrder  taste  that  broche  of  wild-fowl  this 
erening  t  and  then  addressing  the  eldest  tnmspit,  a 
boy  of  about  eleven  yeara  old,  and  putting  a  penny 
into  his  hand,  he  saxi,  "*  Here  is  twal  pennie8,t  my 
man:  carry  that  ower  to  Mrs.  Sma'trash.  and  bid 
her  fill  my  mill  wi'  snishing,  and  Til  turn  the  broehe 
,  for  ye  in  the  mean  time—and  she  will  gie  ye  a  gtoge- 
bread  snap  for  your  pains." 

No  sooner  was  the  elder  boy  departed  on  this 
mission,  than  Caleb,  looking  the  remaining  turnspit 
gravely  and  steadily  in  the  face,  removed  from  the 
fire  the  spit  bearing  the  wild-fowl  of  which  he  had 
undertaken  the  charge,  daoped  his  hat  on  his  head, 
and  fairlv  marched  off  with  it  He  stopped  at  the 
door  of  the  change-house  only  to  say,  in  a  few  brief 
words,  that  Mr.  Hayston  of  BucUaw  was  not  to 
expect  a  bed  that  evening  in  the  cas^e. 

If  this  message  was  too  briefly  dehvered  -by  Caleb, 
it  became  absolute  rudeness  whsn  conveyed  through 
the  medium  of  a  suburb  landlady;  axul  Bucklaw 
was,  as  a  more  calm  and  temperate  man  might  have 
been,  highly  incensed.  Captain  C^geni;elt  pro- 
I  posed,  with  the  unanimous  applause  of  all  present, 
that  they  should  course  the  old  ibz  tmeaning  Caleb) 
ere  he  got  to  cover,  and  toss  him  in  a  blanket  But 
Lockhard  intimated  to  his  master's  servants,  and 
those  of  Lord  Bittlebrains,  in  a  tone  of  authority,  that 
the  slightest  impertmence  to  the  Master  of  Raviens- 
wood's -domestic,  would  give  Sir  William  Ashton  the 
highest  offence.  And  having  so  said,  in  a  manner 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  aggi^|wsion  on  their  part,  he 
left  the  public  house,  takmg  along  with  mm  two 
servants  loaded  with  such  provisions  as  he  had  been 
able  to  procure,  and  overtook  Caleb  just  wh^  he 
^  i>ad  cleared  the  village. 

CHAPTER  XIIL 

flhoald  I  tak«  anffht  of  rool-^  tnt  I  becftd  now  t 
And  what  u  wone  thas  that,  I  ttole  a  kindsMs ; 
And,  what  is  worat  of  all,  1  lott  my  wajr  in't 

WUwUkmmimf,- 

Thi  face  of  the  little  boy,  sole  witness  of  Caleb's 
mfringement  upon  the  laws  at  once  of  ppopeny  and 
hospitality,  would  have  made  a  good  picture.  He 
sat  motionless,  as  if  he  had.  witnessed  some  of  the 
8i»ectral  appearances  which  he  had  heard  tOid  of  in  a 
winter's  eveni^ig;  and  as  he  forgot  his  own  duty,  and 
allowed  his  spit  to  stand  stUl,  he  added  to  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  evening^  by  suffering  the  mutton  to  bum 
as  blaek  as  a  coal.  He  was  first  recalled  from  his 
trance  of  astonishment  by  a  hearty  cufl|  adtninistered 
bv  Dame  Lightbody,  who  (in  whatever  other  respects 
she  might  conform  to  her  name)  was  a  woman  strong 
of  person,  and  expert  in  the  use  of  her  hands,  as  some 
say  her  deceased  husband  had  known  to  his  cost 

'*  What  gar'd  ye  let  the  roast  bora,  ye  lll-cleckit 
gude-for-naughtr' 
"  I  dinna  ken,"  said  the  boy. 
"  And  Where's  that  ill-deedy  gett,  OHk^T 
^  I  dh\na  ken.'*  bhibbered  the  astonished  declarant 
"And  Where's  Mr.  Balderstonel'-and  abtme  t\ 
and  in  the  name  of  comicil  and  kuk-session,  thatl 
aula  say  sae^  Where's  the  broohe  wi*  the  wild^6wlT 


«  irkM.afe 
ftanta^  M  ediod. 
TlioMttn  aeotitm,  MiUos. 


As  MrsL  GKvicT  hmaanlapacl,  and  Joioad  hsr  iBotfair'0 
esdamationa,  sofeannng  into  one  ear  while  the  ski 
lady  dealened  the  other,  they  suooeeded  in  so  uttedy 
confioumding  the  unhappy  urohin,  that  be  could  not 
foe  soBie  tune  lell  his  ^ory  at  aJl,  and  it  was  only 
when  the  elder  boy  returned,  that  the  truth  began  to 
dawn  on  their  minds* 

"Weel,  sin  I"  said  Mrs.  Ligfatbody,  '*wha  wad  haa 
thought  o'  Cafeb  Balderatone  playing  an  auld  aoquain* 
tance  sic  a  pUski^f' 

"  O,  weary  on  him  1"  said  the  spouse  of  Mr.  CKrder ; 
**  and  what  am  I  to  say  to  the  guderoan  7— he'll  brain 
me^  if  there  waana  anither  woman  in  a'  Wolf's-hope." 
Hout  tout,  silly  auean,"  said  the  mother ;  na, 
na-^t's  come  to  muckle,  but  it's  no  come  to  that  nei- 
ther ;  for  an  he  brain  you  he  madn  brain  me^  and  I 
have  gar'd  his  bettere  stand  back—hands  aa  is  fail 
play— we  maunna  heed  a  bit  flyting." 

The  tramp  of  horses  now  announ^  the  arrival  of 
the  cooper,  with  the  minister.  They  had  no  sooner 
dismounted  than  they  made  for  the  kitchen  fir^  for 
the  evening  was  cool  after  the  thunder  storm,  ana  tho 
woods  wet  and  dirty.  The  young  gudewifo,  strong  in 
the  charms  of  her  Sunday  gown  and  biggonets,  thre-w 
herself  in  the  way  of  receiving  the  firat  attack  whila 
her  mother,  like  the  veteran  division  of  the  Roman 
legion,  remained  in  the  rear,  ready  to  support  her  in 
case  of  necessity.  Both  hoped  to  protmct  the  dis- 
covery of  what  had  happened— the  mother  by  inter- 
posing her  bustling  person  betwixt  Mr^ Girder  and  the 
fire^  and  the  daughter,  by  the  extreme  cordiality  with 
which  she  received  the  minister  and  her  husband,  and 
the  anxious  feare  which  she  expressed  lest  they  should 
have    gotten  cauld." 

"  Cauld  ?"  quoth  the  husband  siniily— for  he  waa 
not  of  that  class  of  lords  and  masters  whose  wives  are 
viceroys  over  them — ''we'll  be  cauld  eneugfa,  I  think, 
if  ye  dinna  let  us  in  to  the  fire." 

And  so  sayins,  he  buret  his  way  through  both  lines 
of  defence ;  and,  aa  he  had  a  careful  eye  over  his  pro- 
perty of  every  kind,  he  perceived  at  one  glance  tho 
absence  of  the  spit  "with  its  savoury  burden.  "  What 
the  deil,  woman  — : — 

"Fie  for  shame  I"  exclaimed  both  the  women ;  **  and 
before  Mr.  Bide-lhe-Bent !" 

"  I  stand  reproved,"  said  the  cooper ;  **  but" . 

**  The  taking  into  our  mouths  the  name  of  the  great 
enemy  of  oulr  souls,"  said  Mr.  Bide-the-Bent 

**!  stand  reproved,"  said  the  cooper. 

**  Is-  an  exposing  ourselves  to  his  temprtations,"  con- 
tinued the  reverend  monitor.  "  and  an  inviting,  or.  in 
some  sort,  a  compelling,  of  him  to  lay  aside  his  other 
trafiBcking  with  unhappy  persons,  and  wait  upOn  dioao 
in  whose  q>eech  his  name  is  frequent" 

"Weel,  weel,  Mr.  Bkie-the-Bent,  can  a  man  do 
mair  than  stand  reproved  ?"  said  the  cooper ;  "  but  juvt 
let  me  ask  the  women  what  for  tfiey  nae  dished  the 
wild-fowl  before  we  came." 

"They  arena  dished,  Gilbert,"  said  his  wife;  "  but 
—but  an  accident" 

"  What  accident  7"  sakl  GFirder,  with  flashing  cyca 
"Nae  ill  come  ower  them,  I  trust?  Uh T' 

His  wife,  who  stood  much  in  awe  of  hhn,  durai 
not  reply,  but  her  mother  bustled  up  to  her  simport 
with  arms  disposed  as  if  they  were  aboat  to  be  a-kitabo 
at  the  next  r^ly.— "I  gied  them  to  an  aoquaintanca 
of  nunc,  Qibbw  Girder }  and  what  about  it  now  7" 

Her  excess  of  assurance  struck  Girder  mute  for  an 
instant,— "And  ye  gied  the  wild-fowL  the  best  &id  ol 
our  christening  dinner,  to  a  friend  or  your%  ye  atild 
rudas  t  And  what  might  hi*  name  be^  1  pray  ye?" 

"Just  wort^  Mr.  Caleb  BaldeisCone,  frae  Wolf 'a 
Cng,"  answered  Marion,  prompt  and  pnpaxed  for 
battle. 

GirdeKs  wrath  foamed  over  all  rssCnunt  If  thera 
was  a  diccHnstance  which  coaU  bate  added  to  the 
resentment  he  felt,  it  was,  that  thia  extravagant  don^» 
tion  had  been  made  in  fcvour  of  our  friebd  Calebs 
towmds  w%om,  for  reaseoa  to  which  the  raadsr  is  rm 
stranger,  he  nourished  a  decided  rsaentment  Ba 
laMT  his  riding^wand  agauBt  the  eUer  matroiv  but 
she  stood  firm^  coBeeCed  m  hetseU;  and  undanntecUtf 
bnindislwd  the  iion  ladle  with  whseh  she  had  mat 
hmifUmkingiAmstiei,  baaiing^thmQaMof  mattimtf 
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Ar  mpon  was  eertainir  the  betteLjind  her  arm  not 
i)b  ^mkeet  of  the  two;  so  that  CHbert  thought  it 
adeit  W  turn  short  oflTupon  his  wife,  who  had  hy  this 
time  hitched  a  sort  of  hysterical  whine,  wh\ch  greatly 
Bored  the  minister,  who  was  in  fact  as  sunple  ana 
kmd-bearted  a  ereatnre  as  erer  breathed.— "  And  yon, 
^thowkssjadd,  to  sit  still  and  see  my  substance  dis- 
ponedopon  to  an  idle,  drunken,  reprobate,  worm-eaten, 
vrting  mas,  just  because  he  kittles  the  lugs  o*  a  silly 
bM  wife  wr^nseless  clavers,  and  every  twa  words  a 
l»  T-rn  gar  you  as  $ude" 

Heie  the  minister  mteiposed,  both  by  voice  snd 
•edon,  while  Dame  Lightbody  threw  herself  in  front 
of  her  daughter,  and  flourished  her  ladle. 

"Am  I  BO  to  chastise  my  ain  wifel"  exclaimed 
ihe  eoopef,  venr  indignantly. 

•Yc  may  chastise  your  am  wife  if  ye  like,"  an- 
fwewd  Dame  Lightbody:  "but  ye  shall  never  lay 
fitter  <n  my  daughter,  and  that  ye  may  found  hpon. 

For  shame,  Mr.  Girder !"  said  the  clergyman ; 
"diii  is  what  I  little  expected  to  have  seen  of  you, 
t&tt  fou  sold  give  rein  to  your  sinful  passions  against 
Toor nearest  and  your  dearest;  and  this  night  too, 
vben  ye  are  called  to  the  most  solemn  duty  of  a 
Chmnan  parent— and  a'  for  what?  for  a  redundancy 
if  qeatute-comfbrts,  as  wortfalese  as  they  are  un- 
mhI/W." 

" Worthless r*   exclaimed  the  cooper:   "a  better 

e  never  walkit  on  smbbJe  j  twa  finer  dentierwfld- 

b  never  wat  a  feather." 

"  Be  it  sae,  neighbour,"  rejoined  the  minister ;  "  but 
« what  superfluities  are  yet  revolving  before  your 
ite.  I  have  seen  the  day  when  ten  of  the  bannocks 
vhich  stand  upon  that  board  would  have  been  an  ac- 
ceptable dainty  to  as  many  men,  that  were  starving 
on  hlls  and  bogs,  s^fd  m  caves  of  the  earth,  for  the. 
.Gon«l's  sake.*'^ 

"And  that's  what  vexes  me  maist  of  a',"  said  the 
JMper,  anxious  to  get  some  one  to  sympathize  with 
«  not  altogether  causeless  anger;  "&n  the  quean 
no  Ben  it  to  ony  suflering  sant,  or  to  ony  body  ava 
ja  that  reaving,  lying,  oppressing  tory  villain,  that 
Me  in  the  wicked  troop  of  militia  when  it  was  com- 
atnded  oat  against  the  sants  at  Bothwell  Brigg  by 
ne  vild  tyrant  Allen  Ravenswood,  that  is  gone  to 
us  place^  I  wad  the  less  hae  mmded  it.    But  to  gie 

w  prinapal  part  o'  the  feast  to  the  like  o*  him !" 

AweeL  Gilbert,"  said  the  minister,  "  and  dinna 
!•  "w  a  high  judgment  in  this?— The  seed  of  the 
Weoos  are  not  seen  begging  their  bread— think  of 
be  ion  of  a  powerful  oppressor  being  brought  to  the 
Pw  of  supporting  his  household  from  your  fulness." 
And,  beside8^"^said  the  vrifie,  "  it  wasna  for  Lord 
UTeniwood  neither,  an  ye  wad  hear  but  a  body 
*««— it  was  to  help  to  entertain  the  Lord  Keeper, 
■«%y  ^  *>»ra»  <*>o^»  up  yonder  at  Wolf's  Crag.^' 

Sir  Wiffiam  Ashton  at  Wolf's  Crag  f*  ejacdated 
tbe  astonished  man  of  hoops  and  staves. 

jiAPi^  ^^^  <^  gbve  wi'  Lord  Ravenswood," 
wded  Dame  Lightbody. 

Doited  idiot !— that  auld  clavering  sneck-drawer 
jPSarve  trow  the  moon  is  made  of  green  cheese. 
]«  Lord  Keeper  and  Ravenswood  1  they  are  cat  and 
«R  hare  and  hound." 

^  I  tcU  ye  they  are  man  and  wife,  and  grce  better 
J*n  some  others  that  are  saa"  retorted  the  mother* 
5j>w;  **forby,  Peter  Puncheon,  that's  cooper  to 
*^j^*»en's  stores,  is  dead,  and  the  place  is  to  fill, 

J^^dguide  us,  wuU ye  baud  your  skirling  tongues !" 
JJJwder,--for we^^are  to  refnajk,  that  this  expli 


Jjjon  was  given  lilu  a  catch  for  two  voices,  Uie 
rlJ'^er  dame,  much  encouraged  by  the  turn  of  the 
^f*>  taking  up,  and  repeating  in  a  higher  tone,  the 
'•«!•»  fiw<  *a  they  were  uttered  by  her  mother. 

The  gudewife  says  nacthmg  but  what's  true, 
Tf^,  taid  Gilders  foreman,  who  had  come  in 
S|n«thefr«y.  *" I  saw  the  Lord  Keeper'a  servants 
JSJi*  ^  *!*««  ower  at  Luckie  Snm'trash'a, 

g^j^  IS  their  maiater  vp  a  WolTa  Cragf  aaid 

At,  ^th  is  hek"  replM  hianrav  ofooidldence 


** It's  like  sae,"  answered  the' feveman  **iS] 
19  putting  up*  wi'  him." 

"  And  Peter  Puncheon's  dead  ?" 

**  Ay,  ay— Puncheon  has  leaked  out  at  lasi,  th 
carle,"^  sakl  the  foreman;  "  mony  a  dribble  o'  b 
has  jgaen  through  him  m  his  day.— But  as  f< 
broche  and  the  wild-fowl,  the  saddle's  no  aii 
mare  yet,  maister,  and  I  could  follow  and  bi 
back,  tor  Mr.  Balderstone's  no  faraff  the  town 

"  Do  sae,  Will— and  come  here— I'll  tell  ye  w 
do  when  ye  owertake  him." 

He  relieved  the  females  of  h'v  presence,  anc 
Will  his  private  instructions. 

"A  bonny-like  thing."  said  the  mother-in-h 
the  cooper  re-entered  the  apartment,  '*to  ser 
innocent  lad  after  an  armed  man.  when  ye  ke 
Balderstone  aye  wears  a  rapier,  and  whiles  adir 
the  bargain." 

•  I  trust,"  said  the  minister,  "ye  have  rcl 
weel  on  what  ye  have  done,  lest  ye  should  m 
cause  of  strife,  of  which  it  is  my  duty  to  say,  h 
afibrdeth  matter,  albeit  he  -himself  strikoih  noi 
no  manner  guiltiees." 

"Never  rash  your  beard,  Mr.  Bide-the-Ben 
plied  Girder ;  "  ane  canna  get  their  breath  ou 
between  wives  and  ministers— I  ken  best  how  i 
my  ain  cake.— Jean,  serve  up  the  dinner,  an 
mair  about  it" 

Nor  did  he  again  allude  to  the  deficiency 
course  of  the  evening. 

Mean  time,  the  foreman,  mounted  on  his  mi 
steed,  and  charged  with  his  special  orders,  p 
swiftly  forth  in  pursuit  of  the  marauder  Caleb, 
personage,  it  may  be  imagined,  did  not  lingiT 
way.  He  intermitted  even  his  dearly-beloved  cl 
for  the  purpose  of  making  more  haste— only  a:^ 
Mr.  Lockhard  that  he  had  made  the  purveyor 
give  the  wild-fowl  a  few  turns  before  the  f^re,  i 
that  Mysi&  who  had  been  so  much  alarmed 
thunder,  should  not  have  her  kitchen-grure  i 
splendour.  Mean>vhi]e,  alleging  the  necessity  of 
at  Wolf's  Crag  as  soon  as  possible,  he  pushed 
fast  that  Ms  companions  could  scarce  keep  u 
him.  He  began  already  to  think  he  was  safi 
pursuit,  having  gained  the  summit  of  the  8:v 
eminence  which  divides  Wolf's  Crag  from  the  ^ 
when  he  heard  the  distant  treed  of  a  horse, 
voice  which  shouted  at  intervals,  "Mr.  Calel 
Balderstone— Mr.  Caleb  Balderstone— hollo — I 
weel" 

Caleb,  it  may  be  well  believed,  was  m  no  hi 
acknowledge  the  summons.  Fiist,  he  wou 
hear  it,  and  faced  bis  companions  down,  that 
the  echo  of  the  wind ;  then  he  said  it  was  not 
stopping  for;  and,  at  length,  halting  reluctan 
the  figure  of  the .  horseman  appeared  throu^ 
shades  of  the  evening  he  bent  up  his  whole  i 
the  task  of  defending  nis  prev,  threw  himself  i 
attitude  of  dignity,  advanced  the  spit,  which 
grasp  might  with  its  burden  seem  both  spei 
shield,  and  firmly  resolved  to  die  rather  than  a 
derit. 

What  was  his  astonishment,  when  the  cc 
foreman,  riding  up  and  addressing  him  with  r< 
told  him,  "  his  master  was  very  sorry  he  was  i 
when  he  came  to  his  dwel'Ing,  and  grieved  t 
could  not  tarry  the  christening  dinner ;  and  t! 
had  taen  the  freedom  to  send  a  sma'  rundlet  ol 
and  ane  anker  of  brandy,  aa  he  understood 
were  guests  at  the  castle,  and  that  they  were  si 


piepa 

rhave  heard  somewhere  a  story  of  an  elderl 
tieman.  who  was  purstied  by  a  hcBX  that  had  i 
loose  from  its  muzzle,  until  completely  exht 
In  a  fit  of  desperation,  he  faced  round  upon 
and  lifted  his  cane ;  at  the  sight  of  which  the  ii 
of  (fiscipline  prevaOed,  and  the  animal,  inst 
teanng  him  to  pieces,  rose>up  upon  his  hind-leg 
instantly  began  to  sfaoffle  a  saraband.  Not  lea 
the  jovfhl  ampriae  of  the  senior,  who  had  sin 
himself  in  the  extremity  of  pexil  from  which  f 
thua  unexpectedly  relieved,  was  that  of  our  ai 
friend  Caleb,  when  he  found  the  pntsuer  inten 
•TSkfaMoplilsabedsi     ' 
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ftdd  to  his  vf\U^  instead  of  bcrcAv'm^  hini  of  it  He 
p.-i:o\('U(i  hi**  latiUtrJf?,  tiowt^vtTT  inilaoUjfj  so  •gon  Aa 
Ihe  rtirrriinn,  E^^jpiflf?  fro  in  hts  niuf*  wrn?re  he  **le 
perchrvi  Ijut^x  ixr  ihf  mo  bjirrtJy,  v,iih.;K.rt.d  in  biB  ctir. 
-*"lf  t>Tiy  thing  ul>om  Pn^t  I'urn  iiL^mVf  place  C4>ulu 
be  Dirtied  iht^ir  wm,  Juhn  Uiidrr  wml  iiiFik  it  belter 
«u  ih^3  Muster  of  Rovf  nflW(x>d  than  a  pmr  of  ntjw 
^ov^  \  nnd  Lhni  ht  wad  ho  blitlie  to  sfLnk  wi'  AlnieriT 
0:ildet«tane  on  that  hcii<l,  and  hu  wad  Had  him  sa 

Ehnnt  uii  a  hoop-willuw  m  a'  that  bu  coidJ  wish  of 
ini." 

Cftlcb  hoard  all  thifl  wiihout  r^ndcmiff  nny  answer, 
except  that  of  alJ  great  nifu  from  i^tu^  XrV*  down- 
wartis,  namejif,  we  will  «w  alxnii  iii"'  aiid  then 
addi-fl  alouil,  for  the  wiiticaiion  at  jHt*  Lockharti*— 
"  VuMr  matter  baa  ncicd  with  bcoomfiif;  civility  and 
othTiiion  ill  Ibrwnrdmg  iba  iiquors  and  I  wili  not  fnU 
tri  nn^T'^^'fit  iii  proporTy  to  iny  I^)rd  Kavcnswogd. 
And  my  la^V  b^  eaiil,  ^yoti  maf  ride  on  to  the  cas- 
tle, djid  \i  none  of  the  wjTwit*i  ore  n?tuni<^,  whilk  i« 
to  be  d^aded,  afl  thoy  niaJse  day  and  nigbt  of  it  when 
thm  tirfi  out  of  aJKJitT  ye  V^y  put  thorn  iijio  the  por< 
ler  fi  loHffPj  whdk  is  on  tne  nphl  hood  of  the  Kreat 
entiy-^Lhe  porter  haa  got  kavo  to  go  to  eeehiafrienJa, 
ftftt*  yc  wiU  meet  no  Dine  to  n  teer  yo- 
.  The  foremon,  haviu^  rtx^eivcd  Ids  orders,  tiodo  on  ; 
ftiitt  hnvin^g  deposited  Lhe  caaka  in  thts  dc'Bcrii^  and 
Miinon:?  pjrter  n  Un^itej  iw  rclnnniJ  unquestioned  by 
>ny  one*  Having  t(tu«  ejstjcuttxi  his  nia^ttr's  com^ 
tiiwsi^m,  and  doiikd  bis  bonnet  to  Caleb  and  hie  com- 
Diny  a»  hti  n^nLssed  ihcm  ia  his  way  to  Uia  villn^L*, 
hv  rarurtied  to  have  bia  aharo  ot  the  chhiteiiiag  foa- 
litniy."* 


CHAPTRR  XIV 

A*,  to  (lifl  Aiittimn  tuTMTw*!  buflq  voun'], 

Vnrioud  aail  lAjrua  Uto  <lr>'  Icnvu*  doiioo  tlioir  Touad  ! 

Or,  fr^nm  the  rurnvr-drmr ,  ort  <»llior  bntriff, 

Prt>iii  their  tix^Uoim  Are  cnorlal  cuufueJii  iltiy'n. 

We  left  Caleb  DaldcrF.tone  in  the  i^itrcmily  of  tri- 
vntpli  at  the  sticcp^s  of  hw  varioti«  achie^'enitinta  for 
the  honour  of  tltu  hon;^  of  EUv<?n9Woi>fi.  Whon  h^' 
Jifjd  mu0t(»red  and  marBhai]«]  hxa  dish(»  of  divtrs 
Kirtds,  a  more  rojTd  pronaion  liad  not  b(,.tn  seen  in 
M'oJf'a  Craj?,  (jmoe  tbe  funtird  feast  of  its  doct?ajied 
lordn  Great  was  the  glcrr  of  the  strviitg-mart.  os  he 
dttoTvd  \}\e  old  oaken  tabic  wkb  a  clean  cfolh,  snd 
4UTiU]gcd  upon  it  carLK)nnd«i  v^son  and  foa»L«i 
wud*IfJw'L  with  a  elanct'^  ev^ry  now  and  Iboti^  «s  if  to 
i;|jbrniH  the  increauhty  of  hifl  maatcr  and  hia  imeats; 
im[i  wiih  many  a  sdory,  motia  or  le-sa  tme,  was  Lock- 
hard  that  ovenitiR  rifgaW  ooneonjing  the  ancient 
Krandetir  of  Wolfe  Cra^  aiwl  the  sway  of  its  Barons 
QV'^r  the  conn  Try  in  their  nairlihourhoo^i. 

*  A  va^asol  sciirce  held  a  calf  or  a  lamb  hia  am,  till  be 

^  *  Hw  KaJd  of  Cdfl*»  iklderaTon**n  the  conjHir't  Ic^tabrn.  hu 
b«a  imHv^ruLtl^  cOD^idnnil  on  thtr  hcjutI  urn  eidc  (>r  tho  Twwd 
aj  fraivMjuqtf  oiiijj  o^itunlijr  nKlmvorinT.  Tliv  Author  caii  onir 
taf, Html  B  iiinilaT  nnpcdold  wuciirtiTT.iinicJitMt  to  1]ini»  witli 
dai0  HBd  iminfn  of  OiQ  ptntwii  by  a  uitbU!-  I^arl  lAtetT  (1«cc*w(j. 
wtww  rttuvniibnuiir^M  of  fo»ii»r  dtj^,  bnih  in  iScoitnnd  ftnJ 
Enirl4Ui4j,  vrlifilo  Uiey  wor«  fiven  witli  a  f)^liritr  utiJ  }Joirfrr  of 
iiuinour  hev?T  to  h«  Aif^tlcn  br  thu«v%lio  had  liie  lupplncu 
of  oieotinp  hi*  torditiiii-  in  Aimlliaf  lucif  ty»  war«  miiceMlir 

SpcAltinr  Aflei  my  Jitnrj  tintl  \an2nt\X*it\  inlkinntr,  with  the 
Dniiwuiif  of  nninM  onij^  the  anrcrtoTH  rrin  ihqs  :— There  wm  » 
c^i-caiit  tin^.fi<>inr  frttttvmAn  m  on4^  of  tli^  midtaDil  cvuntJeA  of 
h     '  '>rjd«aaafauancivr>tr(tniMMtkioUT«doa(herH^ 

*<i  ■    ■  ■  'in>d  ton,  fiUpfiMr,  upon  infna  miivnblr  Hniit  wi- 

# '  I  -  '  ret vu  to  manoiflil  ani  »tni^oa  oDttijr  tlje  eitptt' 

c\-  lit  J  {,i  nja  man  John,  tbflt  hipm<u»ipr  ttrut  thp  front  ranis  wdh 
all  t'io  foun^  m»?n  of  qDnhtj^  in  t\nf  oaant^,  imd  hunted^  dinad» 
(}tE!<!tl.  mi  J  tlrniil;  wiii^i  t^lrlli^  tjixju  niiparcntt}  omua^  termi. 

It  LKtpn«i,  itioi  u  UiC  mftit-r'a  wciXj  *a»  fiirenyMi^Mititvinjr. 
ri i  A  h  ic'udi  eontnvwl  to  reconc Hit  hit  niiai  Jo^a  ut  (ic»pt  auLtt- 
b[irii  4>r  VAiiAUA  k:ii>44  tfudtfr  the  roK,  vh;ch  thor  dafcU  hot  ta 
Ijhi,  ri  «Uri!<etl]f  ofliT*!!  TO  itk  niMtwr.  Y*t  T«r  roo*i»i«nU7  with 
an  i1pi«  |lio^  iji<<:|itimtJQn  in  J^'hn,  luid  ioitn'*  maitor.  ^*,  wu 
,  ii»uii^hi  liiniioir  rJw>  >(ji;rjf  fjn  Ltintj(ii^,  itiai  It  woujo  DC  Ka  uc«l' 

'  TV  jtJi  I  hi*  hiiiEntttin,  ftiia,  1  ihink ,  in  coiiMMrypn  w  of  a  brf.  A 
fttf'*  of  four/rrniTftcvf  UieAflyutirtCMTcnAmrcd  at  ciip  bqclTviorS 
htt\a  in4n>4"u,  whicb  wi«  adja^wiri  ro  a  coiuidenXilo  Tilia.ipi 
li**t  a  lif  «jjtfhiiKl  %  AfcMirt  wbtls  <H<iiin  ykm  ilimm  hu4i~fuf  it 


had  6rai  aeked  if  tlie  Lord  ofRavenawwotl  wn*  i  »«»■  I 

to  acci'tJt  It ;  .iii.J  iIl<  >  ^^1  n.  i)Mi^i.il  lo  4sk  thu  Lm    % 

comment  t- 

a  merry 

othorsL 

not  \J^ii 


rTjtd  HI  tiiuac  day*^  aimI  ...  , 
tnlo  [h».y  toil  about  thnt  riuhi  oJ  wed  I 
And  Eiltliouzhf^^  mid  CalLb, '  tlic^e  tuniat  ir| 
thi^  gLule  auTd  timcfi,  v.h^'U  aikdiorilY  had    I 


ritfitt,  yet  tme  it  ifl»  Mr.  Lockbard,  and  you  > 
may  partly  have  remurkcdt  that  wo  of  {htt  ]l 
llavcuBwoud  Jo  our  iJr>di^avour  in  keepmg  ut' 
Just  andUwfidtxtrtioni'fourboromafbuiEoTi' 
due  and  fitting conmxitjn  botwixt  supoiOT  aAtJ  h 
whilk  ia  it^  mtaa  dau^tT  <ii  falling  into  ^^e^nkt^  i^ 
owm^  to  the  g^mjral  botxiA]  and  nuanile  of  tlMAtw  |ii»> 
sent  unhapuy  time*." 

''Umph  !''  »aid  Mr,  Lockhanii  "aiui  if  I  ici«r  ta* 
tmire,  Mr.  Bnlderstone^  prav  do  yau  fmd  yoiir  pwrni^ 
Inu  village  yonder  aniifusble  7  lor  t  must  nevtui  say; 
that  at  Ravettswood  Cutl^  now  pcrtainiz^  t»  i 
m staler,  the  Lf»rd  KUi^fKn;  ye  \>3KVt  not  left  bohuui 
the  most  compliant  act  of  tenantry/' 

"  Ab  1  but  Jftr.  Lof^kbaid,"  repbid  CaleiL  "  y  ■    - 
conaJdir  Utcre  hau  U^n  a  cliange  ofiuuideL  '> 
auld  lord  mi^ht  ejttKct  twa  tuma  fiae  iht  !^'    *'  ■ 
new  comer  eantia  get  ane.    A  dour  anil 
they  were,  ibaeif.nantaof  Raveiu^wood,   . 
wi'  when  they  diuna  ktii  tlunr  nmtter— ^n^i  n  w    . 
miistcr  put  them  mad  anco,  tho  wiiole  country  wttl  usA 
liUt  them  down  " 

" Tfoih/'  ttaid Mr,  Lockb*rd,  ''an  su^h  be  tb« 
I  thmk  thf>  wiiM^fii  thiri;;  for  ua  a'  wad  be  tJ  Ut\i 
up  a  match  l>e twain  your  young  iord  tmd  otir  wit.^ 
youns  loddy  up  bv  ilvre  \  ai^d  %ir  William  miy^c 
eittdi  your  atild  barony  to  her  gows-<le«v&  mc,  _^ 
wad  eiuiecuili«'  anotlit]i  out  o'  somc^Kidy  «J««|  in  A 
luw  bead  aa  he  has/* 

Geleb  ihook  hia  head.—''  I  wiah.^'  h^  said,  "  I  wWi 
that  may  a  ne  werj  M  n  L  [X^khard,  There  era  Atliipr  ■<  ^  - 
pheciea  about  ibis  house  I  wad  hki>  ill  to  see  iumU'  I 
wi'  my  suJd  t^n,  that  ba^  «een  evil  pctigh  uifMl  ~ 

"P*tliaw  I  ncvLT  mind  freitu^'*  aaid  htis  nrotWr 

let:  "if  the  young  folk  hked  ane  anithf^,  tbcy  «aJ 
make  a  wMnBome  eounle.  But,  to  eay  tTittb,  ijitrrcb  » 
Iciddy  aite  tn  our  hall-ncuk,  mauit  have  hef  ho  ml  in 
that  ti%  weol  a»  in  every  other  job,  I^ut  ihrrt^'ii  ivo 
hurm  it^  dritULing  to  ibcif  hcaltha.  and  I  Mill  ^  Mr>, 
My  Ete  a  cup  of  Mr.  Girdt^re  canary/^ 

Wbilo  theythua  enjujed  tbtmselTca  in  the  kifdirt^ 
tha  company  m  the  Halt  were  Ool  ie»  t>l«tt««Q4k 
engngt  cl.  So  «ocrn  as  Kavcnaw^  had  dattnWiliM 
upon  giv^ing  the  Lord  Keeper  nch  hotqniftlliy  asnl 
had  to  otr^,  he  deemed  tt  inctftaibenc  on  nltat  ro 
naaume  the  open  and  courteous  hrow  of  it  we|!-|)|i^Mdl 
boat  It  ban  hinen' often  remarked,  that  when  «  Intoi 
comroenees  by  ojcting  a  cimtacter,  he  fVeqtwnUf  «niL( 
by  ad&ptin^  it  m  ^od  earnest,  bi  tb«  comw  id  mm 
hour  or  two.  Havenswoodj  to  hia  own  etirpriea^  Arand 
himBelfin  the  eituHlicm  Mi  one  who  frankly  4o«ahia 
beat  to  dntertum  welcome  and  honoured  ff^lcels^  H««r 
much  of  this  clionge  in  his  dieposiidon  waa  to^  bt^ 

wA*  ju'd^fKl  xrtt^iXv  to  rJTfl  Johfi'A  1n«eimitf  A  ftJr  «iArjr~«»^ 
nitfhjior  fifiii  tJie  nrtoniiiiP^  domcitic^vbtfmq  UK^miltf  r^Xov; 
Anpt,  tehfna  «iai«  con«ftad  tivrr  of  iho  aoliso  af  Oicir  mvikleiai. 
Uj4  aeLf^Dvtlod  ff«HU  Ankfid  itwir  ^aiidforft  if  tto  cunJd  1«  «lM|b 
hnra  wmM  diantTH,  Th4-ir  frtonfl  ri^i-^  tiDcm  a  licAf  ty  ud  iMi^ 
tj^nwe'd  rvoai^tioil),  Aiid,  for  Uhs  mai  ku  of  dioour,  splkn«4ir 
to  John,'  l!*f  wri*  «i].Tnrr€fDr(t  ACFDnlmslf-nmajvtd  titoir'^ 
ord«ri  to  irvt  dtr^mr  rviitlf  for  ilja  tvtT  wtw  ttfuif  thai  Hi 
«ri1r  nrrU'id  ;  Aod,  vjiJmui  rbdofipf  a  fn«td«  of  hit  « 
nncii^i^  Tm>mifvij  prnmrt  otirditikce,  itTcai  ww  ibAi  ivwei 
nf  iJir  limtfit*  tnd  tiH»l>t),t3lr  tf  thv  tiiLtidlMit  Alio,  irliftl 
t^  ihH.i  i4*i)«  {jfJuan  *  fAir  uivdnuoia.  boioeoftba 
iLAd  nJcoQ  A  pnm  Info  rlic^  kiirtrioi,  atnd  fliuld  a»  u 
tfl  featjz*  th«  vrciijivfr  tuld  c^ut  br  tlup  M^-Dew^ 
tuat  Of  ttiQ  djrujcr  Imuf  r  truck  on  thu  ia1UitdiO«k*J 
Won  Iham  a  vlatulf  runiti  r^f  hr.i|  ird  beof^  with  a  pEOMf  J 
panimuht  of  rreani,  n»m  aninoi^tit  to  dina  tha  WMla 


but- 


And  io  decidA  the  Iwt  afalniit  Uiidpti  amortiK  tb«  i  _ 
fi^K?cjt4fd  touJteJDiuijPHnptnr.  TaeDipiKnntiwwuttwfl 
u  in  ritr  rj|j«  orQUabBAMiirHtun?.  John  hsii  itard  ih*  f^f^.„„ 
tu  r.iirr>'  iilf  flie  kaUp^i  \it  a  hcli  olil  cliutriii  tti»  Tilt&cv.  pn^ 
trrouchi  tt  to  \\U  n>a«t<Kr'a  hoiicc.  IfMtrinv  la?  pruitri >>(«»/  i^n^  hi> 
rrisndi  \D  (liiHVfl  bn«a  Autl  c^liLfwp  ;  Ahd,  Me  John  aaM,  ' 


ftiKJUt^i  fuf  tti«n.^'    Tlia  fHt  of  crviQf 
torn  lyt  (tjitinotKNi,  luvtt  iha  poor 
>]ti  ^ Hi  ortflrwAPtl*  nnuiHiriitod  b/ 1 


p  Ift  «>  UAH*  iMT 


utoib/wim  iMJIrtctfAtu^, 

ttmt  tiMD  Jwt  »  u  pdaittt«d: «  fwitfoat  oa  alt  autA.  h)  lbi|f]i»A4 
at  bn;  m  ri4Hl.  Mr  tn  *iif»it^  |>4ft*  of  iSeaUaodi  At  tlu  |jtva«hi  imT 
ic  mLfftjL  not  ,tHtt«  tHuwiJ  HJ0  #o;ivalL 


(kkt.  ZTVIl 


THE  BRIDE  OF  LAMBIERMOOR. 


•ktHm]  to  tliA  beantv  and  nmpHcity  of  Mim  Ashton, 
to  the  readmess  with  which  she  aocommod&ted  her- 
•elf  to  the  inconveniences  of  her  situation— how  much 
10  the  smooth  and  plausible  conversation  of  the  Lord 
Keeper,  remaikablv  gifted  with  those  words  which 
win  the  ear,  must  Deleft  to  the  reader's  in^renuity  to 
oonjeoture.  But  Bovenswood  was  insenaible  to  nei- 
ther. 

»  The  Lord  Keeper  was  a  veteran  statesman,,  well 
•cquainted  with  courts  and  cabmets,  and  intimate 
with  all  the  various  turns  of  public  affairs  during  the 
last  eventful  years  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He 
could  talk,  fiom  his  own  knowledge,  of  men  and 
tve&ta,  in  a  way  which  failed  not  to  wm  attentioiL 
and  l^ad  the  peculiar  art  while  he  never  said  a  word 
which  committed  himself  at  the  same  time  to  per- 
SQtde  the  hearer  that  he  was  s^kmg  without  the 
kast  shadow  of  scrmndous  caution  or  reserve.  Ra- 
feaswood,  in  spite  of^hia  prejudices  and  real  grounds 
trf"  resentment,  felt  himself  at  once  amused  and  in- 
itnicted  in  listening  to  him,  while  the  statesman, 
whose  inward  feelings  had  at  first  so  much  impeded 
hisefiorts  to  make  himself  known,  had  now  regained 
•11  the  ease  and  fluency  of  a  sihrer-tongued  lawyer  of 
the  very  highest  oider. 

His  dau^ter  did  not  speak  much^  but  she  smiled ; 
tnd  what  she  did  say  argued  a  submissive  gentleness, 
nd  a  de«ie  to  gdve  pleasure  which,  to  a  proud  .man 
KeRavenswood.  was  more  rascinatmgthan  the  most 
Dfilliant  wit.  Above  all,  he  could  not  but  observe, 
that,  whether  from  gratitude,  or  fix)m  some  other  mo- 
tve,  he  himself  in  his  deserted  and  unprovided  hall, 
was  as  nrach  the  object  of  respectful  attention  to  his 
guests,  as  he  would  have  been  when  surrounded  by 
all  the  appliaiices  and  means  of  hospitaUty  proper 
1o  his  hi^  birth.  All  deficiences  passed  unobserved, 
or.  if  they  did  not  escaoe  notice,  it  #as  to  praise  the 
mbstitates  which  CsleS  had  contrived  to  supply  the 
want  of  the  usual .  accomodations.  Where  a  smile 
WM  unavoidable,  it  was  a  very  good-humoured  one, 
tnd  often  coupled  with  some  welltumed  complimenti 
1o  show  how  much  the  guests  esteemed  the  merits  of 
their  noble  host,  how  uttle  they  thought  of  the  in- 
conveniences with  which  they  were  surrounded.  I  am 
Eot  sure  whether  the  pride  of  being  found  to  outba- 
ince,  m  virtue  of  his  own  personal  merit,  all  the  dis- 
advantages of  fortune,  did  not  make  as  favourable  an 
mipression  upon  the  haughty  heart  of  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood.  as  the  conversation  of  the  father  and 
thebeauty  of  Lucy  Ashton. 

The  hour  of  repose  arrived.  The  Keeper  and  his 
daughter  retired  to  their  apartments,  which  were 
.decored"  more  properly  than  could  have  been  anti- 
g>ated.  In  making  the  necessary  arrangements, 
Mysic  had  indeed  enjoyed  the  assistance  of  a  gossip 
wfaohad  arrived  from  the  village  upon  an  exploratory 
expedition,  but  had  been  arrested  by  Caleb,  and  im- 
IfBased  into  the  dom6sti&  .drudgery  of  the  evening. 
So  that,  instead  of  returning  home  to  describe  the 
?']'»>  and  person  of  the  grand  young  lady,  she  found 
ttersdf  compelled  to  be  active  in  the  domestic  econo- 
my of  WplTs  Crag. 

According  to  the  custom  of  the  time,  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood  attended  the  Lord  Keeper  to  his  apart- 
ment, followed  by  Caleb,  who  placed  on  the  table, 
?J}h  aU  the  ceremonials  due  to  torches  of  wax,  two 
moely-fniined  tallow-candles,  such  as  in  those  days 
Were  only  used  by  the  peasantry,  hooped  in  paltry 
J««ps  of  wire,  which  served  for  candlesticks.  He 
"ien  disanpeared,  and  presently  entered  with  two 
evthetn  flagon&  (the  china,  he  said,  had  been  little 
J^  smce  my  lady's  time,)  one  filled  Mrith  canary 
wine,  the  other  with  brandy.*  The  canary  sack,  un- 
mi}^  ^  ^ce  the  univenal  outom  to  plaoA  ale,  wine,  or  Kmie 
Fp%  itqaor,  in  the  ehamber  of  an  honoured  fueat,  to  asneM 
■jfjpjm  ahoold  he  IM  aoF  on  awaking  in  Uie  nifht,  whieh, 
MMideriac  thtt  the  hoepiulitsr  ot  tiiat  period  often  reaohed 
k^**  ***  by  no  meane  unlilcMy.  The  author  haa  met  eome 
S25*ett  of  it  in  (braer  day*,  and  in  oM-Auhiooed  fiuxdliei:  It 
^"■i  paniape,  no  poetie  fiction  that  reeorde  how 
**  Mv  cammer  and  I  lay  down  to  irieep 
With  two  pint  etoopa  at  our  bed-ftet ; ' 
And  aye  when  we  waken'd  we  drank  them  4ar  i 
"^  *     ink  yo«  o*  my  cummer  and  I V* 

in  Taviotdale,  that  in  the  hooeeof  an  an- 
loo,  moch  addictwl  to  tb»  Praibitvifea 


*«ihSRafSi3!ietl< 


heeding  all  probabilities  of  detection,  he  declared  nad 
hee-n  twenty  yevs  in  the. cellars  of  Wolf 's  Crag, 
*'  though  It  was  not  for  him  to  speak  before  their 
Imncmraj  ihu  brandy— it  was  weel-kend  liquon  as 
nitiri  us  iTicaii,  and  as  strong  as  Sampson— it  bad  been 
in  the  hoiise  ifver  since  the  memorable  revel,  in  which 
ti^iM  j^IickJc^tob  had  been  slain  at  the  head  of  the 
tuiir  b]f  Jumm  of  Jenklebrae,  on  account  of  the  ho- 
nour of  the  worshipful  Lady  Muirend,  wha  was  in 
some  sort  an  ally  of  the  family ;  natheless" 

"  But  to  cut  that  matter  short,  Mr.  Caleb,"  said  the 
Keeper,  "perhaps  you  will  favour  me  with  a  ewer  of 
water.v 

*'  God  jfbrbid  your  lordship  should  drink  water  in 
this  family,"  replied  Caleb,  "  to  the  disgrace  of  so 
honourable  a  house !" 

"Nevertheless,  if  %us  lordship  have  a  fancy,'*  said 
the  Master,  smiling,  "  I  think  you  might  indulge  him ; 
for,  if  I  mistake  not,  there  has  been  water  drank  here 
at  no  distant  date,  and  with  good  relish  too." 

"  To  be  sure,  if  fals lordship  has  a  fancy,"  said  Caleb : 
and  re-entering  with  a  jug  of  pure  element— "  He  will 
scarce  find  such  water  ony  where  as  is  drawn  frae  the 
well  at  Wolf's  Crag— nevenheless" 

"  Nevertheless^  we  must  leave  the  Lord  Keeper  to 
his  repose  in  this  poor  chamber  of  ours,"  said  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  interrupting  his  talkative  do- 
meati&  who  immediately  turning  to  the  doorway,  with 
a  profound  reverenca  prepared  to  usher  his  master 
from  the  secret  chamoa*. 

But  the  Lord  Keeper  prevented  h^  host's  departures 
— "  I  have  but  one  word  to  say  to  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood, Mr.  Caleb,  and  I  fancy  he  will  excuse  your 
waiting." 

With  a  second  reverence,  lower  than  the  former, 
Caleb  withdrew— and  his  master  stood  motionless, 
expecting,  with  considerable  embarrassment,  what 
was  to  close  the  events  of  a  day  fraught  with  un- 
expected incidents.  \ 

"Master  of  Ravenswood,**  said  Sir  William  Ash- 
ton, with  some  embarrassment,  "  I  hope  you  under- 
stand the  Christian  law  too  well  to  siufer  the  sun  to 
set  upon  your  anger." 

The  Master  blushed  and  replied,  "  He  had  no  o<!- 
casion  that  evening  to  exercise  the  duty  enjoined  upon 
him  by  his  Christian  faith." 

^*  I  should  have  thought  otherwise,**  said  his  guest, 
"  considering  the  various  subjects  of  dispute  and  liti- 

Sition  which  have  imhappily  occurred  more  frequently 
an  was  desirable  or  necessary  betwixt  the  late 
honourable  lord,  your  father,  and  myself.'* 

"  I  could  wish,  my  lord,*^  said  Ravenswood,  agi- 
tated by  suppressed  emotion,  "  that  reference  to  these 
drcumstances  should  be  made  any  where  rather  than 
under  my  father's  roof.'* 

"I  should  have  felt  the  delicacy  of  tnis  appeal  lat 
another  time,"  said  Sir  William  Ashton,  "but  now 
I  must  proceed  with  what  I  mean  to  say.— I  have 
suffered  too  much  in  my  own  mind,  from  the  false 
dehcacy  which  preventnd  my  soliciting  wiUi  earnest- 
ness, what  indeed  I  fV«!quently  requested,  a  personal 
communing  with  your  father— much  distress  of  mind 
to  him  anoto  me  might  have  been  prevented.'^ 

"  It  is  tni&**  said  Ravenswood,  after  a  moment's 
reflection ; "  1  have  heard  my  father  say  your  lordship 
had  proposed  a  personal  interview.'* 

"Propose,  my  dear  Master?  I  did  indeed  propose 

eanae,  a  Bible  waa  alwaya  pat  into  the  aleepinf  apartment  of  the 
fueeli,  alonff  with  a  bottle  of  ftrong  ale.  On  aome  occasion 
there  waa  a  meetinf  of  clergymen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  castle, 
all  of  whom  were  invited  to  dinner  by  the  worthy  Baronet,  ami 
aeToral  abode  all  night  Aooording  to  the  fhihion  of  the  times, 
aevenof  the  rerereod  guests  were  allotted  to  one  iarge  barrack, 
room,  which  was  used  on  such  ooeasjons  of  extended  uotpitality 
The  butler  took  care  that  Uie  divines  were  presented,  according 
to  custom,  each  with  a  Bible  and  a  bottle  of  ale.  But  after  a 
little  oonsttltatioo  among  themselves,  they  are  said  to  have  le-' 
celled  the  domestie  as  ne  was  leaving  the  a|>artment.  *'  Bfly 
fViend,"  said, one  of  the  venerable  guests,  "you  must  know, 
when  we  meet  tocether  as  brethren,  the  youngest  minister  reads 
aload  a  portion  or  Seriptve  to  the  rest  :->oniy  ooe  Bible,  there* 
fora,  it  neeeasary ;  take  away  the  other  six,  and  in  their  plaet 
bring  six  mora  bottles  of  aleT' 

This  synod  would  have  sotted  the  "  hermit  aagaP  of  Johnsoa, 
who  answered  a  nipil  who  inquired  for  the  raaJ  nad  to  bappi- 
nam,  with  the  eaiebmM  line, 
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It  but  I  cnigfat  to  have  beggnl  mtreated,  beaeeched 
*  It.  I  ought  to  have  torn  away  tha  veil  which  inter* 
ested  peraons  had  stretched  betwixt  ua,  and  ahown 
myseu  aa  I  was,  willing  to  sacrifice  a  considerable 
part  even  of  <ny  legal  rights,  in  ordei  to  concjh'ate 
feelings  so  natural  as  his  must  be  allowed  to  have 
teen.  Let  me  say  for  myself;  my  young  friend,  for 
BO  I  will  call  you,  that  had  your  father  ana  I  spent  the 
mtme  time  together  which  my  good  fortune  has 
aUuwed  me  to-day  to  pass  in  your  company,  it  is  pos- 
sible me  land  might  j^et  have  enjoyed  one  of  the  most 
respectable  of  its  ancient  nobility,  and  I  should  have 
been  spared  the  pain  of  parting  in  enmity  from  a  per- 
son whose  general  character  I  so  much  admired  and 
aonoured." 

He  put  his  handkerchief  to  his  eyes.  Ravenswood 
also  was  moved,  but  awaited  in  silence  the  progress 
oi  (his  extraordinary  communication. 

"ft  i»:iiecessary^  continued  the  Lord  Keeper,  "and 
pTOf>er  that  you  should  understand,  that  there  have 
been  many  points  betwixt  us,  in  which,  although  I 
judged  it  proper  that  there  should  be  an  exact  ascer- 
tainment of  my  legal'  rights  by  the  decree  of  a  court 
of  justice,  yet  it  was  never  my  mtention  to  press  them 
bevond  the  verge  of  equity." 

'*  My  lord,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravenswood.  "  it  is 
unnecessaiy  to  pursue  this  topic  farther.  What  the 
.aw  will  give  you,  or  has  given  vou,  you  enjoy— or 
you  shall  enjoy ;  neither  my  father,  nor  I  tnyselil 
would  have  received  any  thing  on  the  footing  of 
.  favour." 

"  Favour?— no— you  misunderstand  me,"  resumed 
the  Keeper;  "or  rather  you  are  no  lawyer.  A  right 
may  be  good  in  law,  and  ascertained  to  be  so,  which 
yet  a  man  of  honour  may  not  in  every  case  care  to 
avail  himself  of." 

"  I  am  sorry  for  it,  my  lord,"  said  the  Master. 

"Nay,  nay,"  retorted  his  guest,  "you  speak  like  a 
voung  counsellor ;  your  spini  goes  oefore  your  wit 
There  are  ijiany  things  still  open  for  decisbn  betwixt 
us.  Can  you  blame  me,  an  old  man  desirous  of  peace, 
and  in  the  castle  of  a  young  nobleman  who  has  saved 
.  my  daughter's  life  and  my  own,  that  I  am  desirous, 
anxiously  desirous,  that  these  should  be  settled  on  the 
must  Uberal  principles  V* 

The  old  man  kept  fast  hold  of  the  Master's  panive 
hand  as  he  spoke,  and  made  it  impossible  for  bim*  be 
his  predetermination  what  it  would,  to  return  any 
other  than  an  acquiescent  reply;  and  wishmg  his 
^lest  jgood-night,  ne  postponed  farther  conference 
until  the  next  morning. 

Ravenswood  hurriea  into  the  hall,  where  he  was  to 
-spend  the  night  and  for  a  time  traversed  its  pave- 
ment with  a  disordered  aod  rapid  pace.  His  mortal 
foe  was  under  his  roof^  yet  his  sentiments  towards 
Mm  were  neither  those  of  a  feudal  enemy  nor  of  a 
true  Christian.  He  felt  as  if  he  could  neither  forgive 
nim  in  the  one  character,  nor  follow  forth  his  ven- 
geance in  the  other,  but  that  he  was  making  a  base 
and  dishonourable  coinpnsrtion  betwixt  his  resent- 
ment against  ihe  fnthrr  und  his  affection  for  his 
oaugnter.  He  cur^  lnoijiel^  as  be  hurxied  to  and 
fro  ih  the  pale  moonlight  nnd  more  ruddy  gleams  of 
the  expiring  wood- fire  He  threw  open  and  shut  the 
iattced  window.-^  ^nih  violimce,  as  it  alike  impatient 
of  the  admission  ncsii  rxi^usionof  free  air.  At  length, 
however,  the  torrtnt  oi  iia^on  foamed  ofT  its  mad- 
.  ness,  ana  he  fluna  himself  into  the  chair,  which  ho 
proposed  as  his  place  of  repose  for  the  night 

If;  in  reality,— such  were  the  calmer  thoughts  that 
followed  the  first  tempest  of  his  passion^— If,  in 
reality;  this  man  desires  no  more  than  the  law  allows 
him— if  he  is  willing  to  adjust  even  his  acknowledged 
lights  upon  an  equitable  looting  what  could  be  my 
f^th^s  cause  of  complaint  1— what  is  mine  ?— Those 
rfrom  whom  we  won  our  ancient  possessions  fell  mider 
Uie  sword  of  my  ancestors,  and  left  hmds  and  livingf 
to  the  conquerors ;  we  sink  under  the  force  of  the  law, 
now  too  jwwerful  for  the  Scottish  daivalry.  Let  us 
parley  with  the  victors  of  the  day.  as  if  we  had  been 
-besieged  in  our  fortress,  and  without  hope  of  relief. 
ThiB  man  may  be  other  than  I  have  thought  him : 
and  hia  daughter-but  I  have  resolved  not  to  thiakoi 


and 


He  wrapt  his  cbak  around  him,  fell  _  . 
dreamed  of  Lucy  Ashtdn  till  dayUght  gteamed 
the  lattices. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

We  wofldly  men,  wh«n  we  Me  frieadf  and 

Past  hope  nink  in  Uieir  fortunes,  lend  no  hand 

To  lift  Uiem  ap,  bat  rather  aet  our  feot 

Upon  their  heads  to  press  them  to  the  bottoin ;  i 

As  I  must  jrield  with  yoa  I  praotiwd  it ; 

Bat  now  I  see  jrou  ia  a  way  to  rise, 

I  can  and  will  aaaiat  jrou. 

Stm  Waif  t9  Paw  OUDtkt, 
The  Lord  Keeper  carried  with  him  to  a  oouch 
harder  than  he  was  accustomed  to  stretch  himsell 
upon,  the  same  ambitious  thoughts  and  poUtictll  per- 
plexities, which  drive  sleep  from  the^'softest  dowa 
that  ever  spread  a  bed  of  state.  He  had  sailed  long 
enough  amid  the  contending  tides  and  cunenta  oi 
the  ume  to  be  sensible  of  their  peril,  and  of  the  neees- 
oiy  of  trimming  his  vessel  to  the  prevailing  wind,  if 
he  would  have  her  escape  shipwreck  in  the  storm. 
The  nature  of  his  talents,  and  the  timorousiless  ol 
disposition  connected  with  them,  had  made  him 
assume  the  pliability  of  the  versatile  old  Earl  ol 
Northampton,  who  explained  th^  art  by  which  he  ^ 
kept  his  ground  during^  all  the  changes  of  stat&  ftom 
the  reign  of  Henry  Yiil.  to  that  of  EUzabetb,  oy  the 
frank  avowal,  that  he  was  bom  of  the  wdbw^ 
not  of  the  oak.  It  had  accordingly  been  Sir  William 
Ashton's  policv,  on  all  occasions,  to  watch  tha 
changes  in  the  political  horizon,  and,  ere  yet  the  con- 
fiict  was  decided,  to  negotiate  some  mterest  for  him- 
sejf  with  the  party  most  likely  to  prove  victorious. 
His  time-serving  disposition  was  well  known,  and 
excited  the  contempt  of  the  more  daring  leaden  of 
both  factions  in  the  state.  But  his  talents  were  of  a 
useful  and  practical  kind,  and  'his  legal  knowledge 
held  in  high  estimation;  and  they  so  far  counter- 
balanced other  deficiencies,  that  those  in  power  were 
glad  to  use  and  to  reward,  though  without  absolutely 
trusiine  or  greatly  respecting  hun. 

The  Marquis  of^ A had  used  hi «<  utmost  influence 

to  effect  a  change  in  the  Scottish  cabinet  and  his 
schemes  had  been  of  late  so  well  laid  and  so  ably  sup- 
ported, that  there  appeared  a  veiy  great  chance  of  ms 
proving  ultimately  sucoessfuL  He  did  not  however, 
feel  so  strong  or  so  confident  as  to  neglect  any  means 
of  drawing  recruits  to  his  standard.  The  acquisition 
of  the  Lora  Keeper  was  deemed  of  some  importance, 
and  a  friend,  perfectly  acquainted  with  his  circum- 
stances and  character,  became  respoi^ble  for  his 
political  conversion. 

When  this  gentleman  arrived  at  Ravenawood  Cat- 
tle, upon  a  visit  the  real  purpose  of  which  was  dis- 
guised under  general  courtesy,  he  found  the  prevailing 
fear,  which  at  present  beset  the  Lord  Kea>er,  was 
that  of  danger  fo,his  owji  person  from  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood.  The  language  which  the  blind  abfi, 
old  Alice,  had  used;  tne  nidden  appearance  of  the 
Master,  armed,  and  within  his  j>recincts,  immediately 
after  he  had  been  warned  against  danger  from  him; 
the  cold  and  haughty  return  received  in  exchange  for 
the  acknowledgments  with  which  he  loaded  him  for 
his  timely  protection,,  had  all  made  a  strong  impres- 
sion on  his  imagination. 

So  soon  as  the  Marquis's  political  agent  found  how 
the  wind  sate,  he  began  to  msinuale  fears  and  doubts 
of  another  kiiid,  scarce  less  calculated  to  atEoct  the 
Lord  Keeper.  He  inquired  with  seeming  interest 
whether  the  proceedings  in  Sir  Wdliam's  complicated 
litigation  vrith  the  Ravenswood  family  was  out  of 
court,  and  settled  without  the  possibikty  of  appeal  1 
The  Lord  Keeper  answered  in  the  affirmative;  but 
his  interrogator  was  too  weQ  informed  to  be  imp 
upon.  He  pointed  out  to  him,  by  unanswerabli  _ 
guments,  that  some  of  the  most  important  points 
which  had  been  decided  in  his  favour  against  the 
house  of  Ravenswood,  were  liabl^  under  the  TVeafy 
of  Uroon,  to  be  reviewed  by  the  BriUf*  "  *** 


iush  House  of  Pecn^ 

a  court  of  equity  of  which  the  Lord  Keeper  felt  an  in- 
stiaedfe  dread.  This  course  came  instead  of  an  ap- 
peal to  the  old  Scottish  Parlianaent,  or,  as  it 


lechnicaUy  termgfj^  "jl^t^t^^HJbr  r^eid  in  la%,' 


?> 


QiUA:xv.] 


THE  BIUDE  OF  LAMHERHOOR. 


Tbe  Lord  Keeper  after  he  had  for  some  time  difr- 
dated  the  legality  of  such  a  prooeedins,  was  compelled 
at  length,  to  comfort  himself  with  the  improbability 


at  leogtn,  to  comtort  mmsell  witn  tne  improbaouity 
of  tin  young  Master  of  Ravenswood's  finding  friends 
in  parfiament,  capable  of  stirring  in  ao  weighty  an 


**Do  not  comfort  yourself  with  that  fi^se  hope," 
said  his  wily  friend;  ^*it  is  possible  that,  m  the  next 
sesaion  of  Parliament,  young  Ravenswood  may  find 
more  fiienda  and  favour  even  than  your  lordahip." 

"Tliat  would  be  a  sight  worth  seeing"  said  the 
Keeper,  soomfolly. 

"  And  yet,"  aaid  his  friend,  "  such  things  have  been 
feea  ere  now,  and  in 'our  own  time.  There  are  many 
at  the  head  of  afTairs  even  now,  that  a  £bw  years  ago 
were  under  hiding  for  their  lives ;  and  many  a  man 
BOW  dinea  on  plate  of  silver,  that  was  fain  to  eat  hia 
crowdy  vmhout  a  bicker;  and  many  a  high  head  has 
bean  brought  full  low  among  us  in  as  short  a  space. 
Seott  of  Scotstarvet's  'Sta^ering  State  of  Scots 
Statesmen,'  of  which  curious  memoir  you  showed 
ne  a  manuscript,  has  been  outstaggered  in  our  time." 

The  Lord  Keeper  answered  with  a  deep  sigh,  "that 
dieee  mutations  were  no  new  sights  in  Scotland,  and 
had  be^i  witnessed  long  before  the  time  of  the  satiri- 
cal author  |ie  had  quoted.  It  was  many  a  long  year," 
hesaid,  "amoe  Fordun  had  quoted  as  an  ancient  pro- 
vecb,  *  Nequ^  divu^  neque/ortia^  sed  nee  sapiens  Sco- 
tef.  prwdoviinanU  iriTfiduLy  diu  durabii  in  teiTo,*  " 

'And  be  assured,  my  esteemed  friend,"  was  the 
answer,  '*  that  even  your  long  services  to  the  state,  or 
deep  legal  knowledge,  will  not  save  you,  or  render 

Tour  estate  atable,  u  the  Marquis  of  A comes  in 

with  a  party  in  the  British  Parliaments  You  know 
that  the  deceased  Lord  Ravenswood  was  his  near 
ally;  hia  lady  being  fifth  in  descent  from  the  Knight 
of  Tiliibaidine;  and  J  am  well  assured  that  he  will 
lake  young  Ravenswood  by  the  hand,  and  be  his 
very  good  lord  and  kinsman.  Why.  should  he  not  1— 
The  Master  is  an  active  and  stirring  young  fellow, 
able  to  help  himself  with  tongue  and  hands;  and  it  is 
tueh  as  he  that  finds  friends  among  their  kindred, 
and  not  those  unarmed  and  unable  Mephibosheths, 
that  are  sure  to  be  a  burden  to  every  one  that  takes 
Chem  up.  And  so,  if  these  Ravenswood  cases  be  called 
over  the  coals  in  the  House  of  Peerik  you  will  find 
fliat  the  Marquis  will  have  a  crow  to  pluck  with  you." 

"That  would  be  an  evil  requital,"  said  the  Lord 
Keeper,  "for  my  long  services  to  the  state,  and  the 
ancient  respect  in  fmich  I  have  held  hia  lordship's 
honourable  family  and  person." 

'*  Ay,  but,"  reiomed  the  agent  of  the  Marauia,  "it  is 
in  vain  to  look  hack  on  past  service  and  auld  respect, 
my  lord— it  will  be  present  service  and  immediate 
toroofs  of  regard,  which,  in  these  sliddery  timee,  will 
he  expected  by  a  man  like  the  Marquis." 

The  Lord  Keeper  now  saw  the  full  drift  of  his 
friend's  argument,  but  he  was  too  cautious  to  return 
•Dv  positive  answer. 

^  He  knew  not,"  he  saki,  "  the  service  which  the 
Lord  Marquis  could  expect  from  one  of  his  limited 
abiUtieab  that  bad  not  always  stood  at  his  command, 
still  saving  and  reserving  his  duty  to  his  king  and 
country." 

Havuig  thus  said  nothing,  while  he  seemed  to  say 
ffery  thing,  for  the  exception  was  calculated  to  coyer 
vhaCever  he  might  afterwarda  think  proper  to  bring 
mder  it.  Sir  WHliam  Ashton  changed  the  conversa- 
tioo.  nor  did  he  again  permit  the  aame  topic  to  be  in- 
troduced. Hia  guest  departed,  without  having  brought 
die  wily  old  statesman  the  length  of  committing  him- 
seftC  or  of  pledging  himself  to  anv  future  line  ot  C09- 
doct,  but  with  the  certainty  that  he  had  alarmed  his 
fars  in  a  roost  sensible  point,  and  laid  a  foundation 
for  future  and  farther  treaty. 

When  he  rendered  an  account  of  his  negotiation  to 
Ihe  Marquia.  they  both  agreed  that  the  Ke^>er  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  relapse  into  security,  and  that 
be  ihoda  be  plied  with  new  aubjecta  of  alarmi  espe- 
ctaUy  during  the  absence  of  lus  jady.  They  were 
well  aware  that  her  proud,  vindictive^  and  predomi- 
■aiiiigapirit,  would  be  likely  to  supply  hiin  with  the 

)  in  wbioh  he  was  deodent— that  she  was  im- 

AttAohed  to  the  party  now  in  power,  with 


whom  she  maintained  a  doae  oorrespondenoe  and. 
alliance,  and  that  she  hated,  without  fearing  the  Ra* 
venswqod  family,  (whose  more  ancient  dignity  threw 
discredit  on  the  newly  acquired  grandeur  of  her  hus- 
band,) to  such  a  degree,  that  she  would  have  periled 
the  interest  of  her  own  house,  to  have  the  prospect  of 
altogether  crushing  that  of  her  enemy. 

But  Lady  Ashton  was  now  absent.  The  business 
which  had  long  detained  her  in  Edinburgh,  had  after- 
wards inducea  her  to  travel  to  London,  not  without 
the  hope  that  she  might  contribute  her  share  to  dis- 
concert the  intrigues  of  the  Marquis  at  court :  for  she 
stood  higli  in  favour  with  the  celebrated  Sarah,  Duch- 
eas  of  Marlborough,  to  whom,  in  point  of  character, 
she  bore  considerable  resemblance.  It  was  necessary 
to  press  her  husband  hard  before  her  return  ;  and,  as 
a  preparatory  step,  the  Marouis  wrote  to  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood  the  letter  which  we  rehearsedrin  a 
former  chapter.  It  was  cautiously  worded;  so  as  to 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  writer  hereafter  to  take  as 
deep,  or  as  slight  an  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  his 
kinsman,  as  the  progress  of  his  own  schemes  might 
require,  iiut  however  unwilling,  as  a  statesman,  the 
Marquis  might  be  to  commit  himself,  or  assume  the 
character  01  a  patron,  while  he  had  nothing  to  give 
away,  it  must  be  saio,  to  his  honour,  that  lie  felt  a 
strong  inclination  effectually  to  befriend  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood,  as  well  as  to  use  his  name  as  a  means 
of  alarming  the  terrors  of.  the  Lord  Keeper. 

As  the  messenger  who  carried  this  letter  was  to 
pass  near  the  ^ouse  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  he  had  it  in 
direction,  that  in  the  village  adjoining  to  the  park- 
gate  of  the  castle,  his  horse  should  lose  a  shoe,  and 
that,  while  it  was  replaced  by  the  smith  of  the  place, 
he  should  express  the  utmost  regret  for  the  necessary 
loss  of  time,  and'in  the  vehemence  of  his  impatience, 
give  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  was  bearing  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Marquis  of  A-: —  to  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood, upon  a  matter  of  life  and  death: 

This  news,  with  exaggerations,  was  speedily  car- 
ried from  various  quartern  to  the  ears  of  the  Lord 
Keeper,  and  each  reporter  dwelt  upon  the  extreme 
impatience  of  the  courier,  and,  the  suiprising  short 
time  in  which  he  had  executed  his  Journey.,  The  anx- 
ious statesman  heard  in  silence ;  but  in  private  Lock- 
hard  received  orders  to  watch  the  couner  on  his  re- 
turn, to  waylay  him  in  the  village,  to  ply  him  with 
liquor  if  possible,  and  to  use  all  mean  9^  rair  or  foul,  to 
learn  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer.  But  aa  this  plot  had  been  foreseen,  the  mes- 
senger returned  by  a  different  and,  distant  road,  and 
thus  escaped  the  ana^  that  was  laid  for  hi|n. 

After  he  had  been  in  vain  expected  for  some  time^ 
Mr.  Dingwall  had  orders  to  make  especial  inquiry 
among  his  clients  of  WolTs-hope,  whether  such  a 
domestic  belonging  to  the  Marcjuisof  A had  actu- 
ally arrived  at  the  neighbouring  castle.  This  was 
easily  ascertained;  for  Caleb  had  been  in  the  village 
one  morning  by  five  o'clock,  to  borrow  "  twa  chap- 
pins  of  ale  and  a  kipper"  for  the  messenger's  refredi 
mcnt,  and  the  poor  fellow  had  been  ill  for  twenty-four 
houra  at  Luckie  Sma'trash'a,  in  consequence  of  din- 
in..  ,,-,,.%,:,.;  ..u.:;L->ji  .:.,.:  -,u:  .!::..:..■'   ^^-  :.:a 

the  cjtislclicc  uf  a  i;urre»piindtm;u  be^vtixt  tliti  jVlar* 
qus  and  hia  distressed  kmsiiTiant  which  Str  WillUm 
Ahliiiiu  had  sonu'tirin."9  irtiatcd  na  a  bughisar,  waa 
pii  •wd  beyond  thu  poReibility  af  further  douhi, 

Tht  ulurtn  aftUti  Lonl  Ktseper  btcn  mt?  very  ecHoufl. 
Sii  ir  u  T]ni  CJaim  of  R%h  1,  the  powe;  of  fippcali^ig  from 
thi^  ikri??ions  of  ihii  dvi]  court  to  the  Eeiatcs  of  Par- 
Unnirtit,  wliich  hud  formerly  been  hcJd  hi  corn  pe  lent, 
hud  in  many  instances  bft^n  claimed,  nnJ  in  same 
allowtt],  and  be  had  no  ainall  reaBori  to  &prjrf  hrnd  !ho 
isfiise,  If  the  English  Houae  of  Lofda  shouid  bo  iJtS' 
pom.'tj  to  act  upon  an  appeal  from  the  Maeler  nf  Ra- 
vens wood  *'for  rcmeia  in  law/*  It  would  riiwUe 
into  an  Kiuitabl^  claim,  and  be  d eddied,  ptrhnpa  upon 
thti  htohd  principles  of  justice,  which  wcrt:  nol  quitu 
so  favourable  lo  the  Lord  KLfoer  as  th^ae  of  strict 
law.  Btftidt's,  judging,  tboutitn  most  mapciiratdy, 
from  courts  which  Se  nad  himself  Jknown  in  the  im- 
happy  times  p^el^€ding  the  Scojti&h  UuioJT|  the  Keeper 
roifjhi  havii  100  much  tigltt^  to  thiit^,  tiiat  in  the 
Haunt  t^  which  hk  lawsmta  were  to  be  tianafeiried^' 
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the  oU  maxim  midit  prerail  in  Scodand  which  was 
tod  well  recognised  in  former  times^**  Show  me  the 
man,  and  rifBhow  you  the  law."7-TTie  high  and  un- 
biaaaed  character  of  English  ju(fictal  proceedings  was 
men  little  known  m  Scotland  j  and  the  extension  of 
tnem  to  that  country  was  one  of  the  most  valuable 
«dvanu«e8. which  it  gained  by  the  Union.  But  this 
was  a  blessing  which  the  Lord  Keeper,  who  had  lired 
under  another  system,  could  not  have  the  means  of 
foreseeing.  In  the  loss  of  his  pblitical  consequence, 
he  anticipated  the  loss  of  his  lawsuit  Mean  while, 
every  report  which  reached  him  served  to  render  the 
success  of  the  Marquises  intrigues  the  more  probable, 
and  the  Lord  Keeper  began  to  think  it  indispensable, 
that  he  should  look  round  for  some  kind  of  protection 
against  the  coming  storm.  The  timidihr  of  his  tem- 
per induced  him  to  adopt  measiu-es  of' compromise 
and  conciliation.  The  affair  of  the  wild  bull,  properly 
managed,  might,  he  thought,  be  made  to  facilitate  a 
personal  communication  and  reconciliation  betwixt 
tlie  Mae  ter  and  himself.  He  would  then  learn,  if  dos- 
sible,  what  his  own  ideas  were  of  the  extent  of  his 
rights,  and  the  means  of  enforcing  them ;  ana  perhaps 
matters  might  be  brought  to  a  compromise,  where  one 
party  was  wealthy;  and  the  other  so  very  poor.  A 
reconciliation  with  Ravenswood  was  likely  to  give 
him  ai^  opportunity  to  plav  his  own  game  with  the 

Marquis  of  A .    **  And  besides,"  said  he  to  hnn- 

Beilt  it  ^1  be  an  act  of  generosity  to  raise  up  the 
beir  of  this  distressed  famdy :  and  if  he  is  to  be  warmly 
and  efiectuaUy  belriended  by  the  new  government 
who  knows  but  my  virtue  may  prove  itsown  reward  f* 

Thus  thought  Sir  William  Ashton,  covering  with 
no  unusual  self-delusion  his  interested  views  with  a 
hue  of  virtue;  and  having  attamed  this. point,  his 
fancy  strayed  still  farther.  He  began  to  bethink  him- 
feli|  "  tliat  if  Ravenswood  was  to  have  a  distinguish- 
ed place  of  power  and  trust— and  if  such  a  union 
would  sopite  the  heavier  part  of  his  unadjusted  claims 
— there  might  be  worse  matches  for  his  daughter 
Lucy— the  Master  might  be  reponed  against  the 
attainaer— Lord  Ravenswood  was  an  ancient  title, 
and  the  alliance  would,  in  some  measure  Intimate 
ms  own  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Masters 
spoils^  and  make  the  surrender  of  the  rest  a  subject  of 
less  bitter  regret"    * 

With  these  mingled  and  multi&rious  plans  occtipy- 
ing  his  head  the  Lord  Keeper  availed  himself  of  my 
Lord  Bittlebrains's  repeated  invitation  to  his  re- 
sidence, and  thus  came  within  a  very  few  miles  of 
Wolfs  Crag.  Here  he  found  the  lord  of  the  mansion 
absent,  but  was  courteously  received  by  the  ladv,  who 
expected  her  husband's  immediate  remrn.  She  exr 
pressed  her  particular  delight  at  seeing  Miss  Ashton, 
and  appointed  the  hounds  to  be  taken  out  for  the 
Lord  Keeper's  special  amusement  He  readily  entered 
into  the  proposal  as  giving  him  &n  opportunity  to 
reconnoitre  Wolfs  Crag,  and  perhaps  to  make  some 
acquaintance  with  the  owner,  if  he  should  be  tempted 
irom  his  desolate  mansion  by  the  chase.  Locknard 
had  hjs  orders  to  endeavour  on  his  part  to  make  some 
acquamtance  with  the  inmates  of  the  castle  and  we 
have  seen  how  he  played  his  part. 
-'The  accidental  storm  did  more  to  fhrther  the  Lord 
Keeper's  plan  of  forming  a  personal  ac^aintance 
with  young  Ravenswood,  than  his  most  sanguine 
t»xpectations  could  have  anticipated.  His  fears  of  the 
young  nobleman's  personal  resentment  had  greatly 
decreased,  since  he  considered  him  as  formidable  from 
his  le^al  claims,  and  the  means  he  niight  have  of 
enforcing  them.  But  although  he  thought,  not  un- 
reasonably, that  only  desperate  circumstances  drove 
men  on  de^erate  measures,  it  was  not  without  a 
secret  terror,  which  shook  his  heart  within  him,  that 
he  first  felt  himself  enclosed  within  the  desolate 
Tower  of  Wolfs  Crag;  a  place  so  well  fitted,  from 
solitude  and  strength,  to  be  a  s^epe  of  violence  and 
vengeance.  The  stem  reception  at  firpt  siyen  to  them 
^y  the  l^aster  of  Ravenswood,  and  the  dmculty  he  felt 
m  expUining  to  that  injured  hoMeman  what  guests 
,  were  under  the  sh^ter  of  nisrpof^did  not  soothe  these 
alarms:  so  that  when  Sit  William  Ashton  heard  the 
^  jiUiOT  otthe  court- yard  ^hot  behind  Imnwhn  yiolence, 
the  word  ox  Afice  rung  in  his  ears,  **tbat  he  had 


drawn  on  matters  too  hardlv  wifh  oo'fierce  a  race  a« 
those  of  Ravenswood,  and  that  tbey  would  bide  thetr 
tune  to  be  avenged." 

The  subsequent  frankness  of  the'  Master's  hospi 
tality.  as  their  acqaaiiitance  hicrtased,  abated  tl 
apprehensions  these  recollections  wore  calculated  i 
excite;  and  it  did  not  escape  Sir  William  Aahtoj 
that  it  was  to  Lucy's  grace  ano  beauty  he  owed 
change  in  thdr  host's  oehariaur. 

All  these  thoughts  thronged  upon  him  wh 
took  possession  of  the  secret  chamber.  Hi 
lamp,  the  unfiimished  apartment,  more  reseml 
prison  than  a  place  of  ordinary  repose^  the  h 
ceaseless  sound  of  the  waves  rushmg  ag: 
base  of  the  rock  on  which  the  casue  waa 
saddened  and  perplexed  his  mind.  To  _ 
successfiil  maehmations,  the  ruin  of  the  fai 
been  in  a  great  measure  owing,  but  his  dii  __ 
was  crafty  and  not  cruel ;  so  that  actaaHv  to  tlntie« 
the  desolation  and  distress  he  had  hinissuoccrvniiii«i, 
was  as  painful  to  him  as  it  would  be  to  the  h  stasne 
mistress  of  a  family  to  superintend  in  persdor^^ 
execution  of  the  lambs  and  poultry  which  are  kUlec 
by  her  own  directions.  At  the  same  time,  when  ha 
tnouffht  of  the  alternative,  of  retftoring  te  Ravens- 
wood a  large  proportion  of  his  spoils,  or  of  adopting, 
as  an  ally  and  member  of  his  own  famfly,  the' heir  ci 
this  impoverished  house,  he  felt  as  the  spuier  may  be 
supposed  to  do,  when  his  wh(He  web,  the  intricacks 
of  which  had  been  planned  with  so  much  art,  is 
destroyed  by  the  chance  swe^  of  a  broom.  And  then, 
if  he  should  commit  himself  too  far  in  this  matter,  it 
gave  rise  to  a  perilous  question,  which  many  a  good 
husband,  when  under -temptation  to  act  as  a  free 
agentj  has  asked  himself  without  being  able  to  return 
a  satisfactory  answer :  "  What  will  my  wife— what 
will  Lady  Ashton  sayl"  On  the  whole,  he  came  at 
length  to  the  resolution  in  which  minds  of  a  weaker 
cast  so  often  take  refuge.  He  resolved  to  watch 
events,  to  take  advantage  of  circumstances  as  they 
occurred,  and  regulate  his  conduct  accordingly.  In 
this  spint  of  temporizing  policy,  he  at  length  com 
posed  his  mind  to  rest 
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"A  ilifht  note  I  have  aboat  nae  for  you,  for  the  deUvmrot 
which  jou  must  exctue  me.  It  u  an  ofllsr  that  fHendahip  ail* 
vpoo  me  to  do,  and  no  war  oflfenrive  to  jou,  siooe  I  deeue  ne 
thiof  tmt  ni^t  ujmo  both  Mdet." 

Kini  and  no  Ki»i' 

When  Ravenswood  and  his  guest  met  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  gloom  of  the  Masters  spirit  had  in  part  re- 
turned. He,  also,  had  passed  a  night  ratl)pr  (M  ra^eo- 
tion  than  of  slumber;  and  the  feelmgs  which  heoould 
not  but  entertain  towards  Lucy  Ashton,  had  to  sup- 
port a  severe  conflict  against  those  which  he  had  so 
long  nourished  against  her  &ther.  To  clasp  in  friend* 
ship  the  hand  of  the  enemy  of  his  house,  to.entertaiii 
him  imder  his  roof,  to  exchange  with  him  the  courte- 
sies and  the  kindness  of  domestic  familiarity.  %ra8  a 
degradation  which  his  proud  spnit  could  not  be  beat 
to  without  a  struggle. 

But  the  ice  being  once  broken,  the  Lord  Keeper  was 
resolved  it  should  not  have  time  aaain  to  freeze.  It 
had  been  part  of  his  plan  to  stun  and  coafuse  Ravens- 
wood's  ideas,  by  a  complicated  and  technical  state- 
ment of  the  matters  which  had  been  in  debate  betwixt 
their  families.  Justly  thinking  that  it  would  be  <hficuli 
for  a  youth  of  his  age  to  follow  the  expositions  of  t 
practical  lawyer,  concerning  actions  of  compt  and 
reckoning,  and  of  multiplepoindings,  and  acQdBoa 
tions  and  wadsets  proper  and  improper,  and  poind- 
ings of  the  jnmmd,  and  declarations  of  the  tamry  dl 
the  legal  Thus,  thought  Sir  William,  I  shall  ha^ 
all  the  grace  of  appearing  perfectly  communicatife, 
while  my  party  will  derive  very  little  advaatage  from 
any  thing  I  may  tell  him.  He  therefors  took  KaveD** 
wood  asideinto  the  deep  recess  of  a  window  inthe  haU, 
and  resuming  the  (hsoonrse  of  the  precsdintf  evrain^ 
expressed  a  hope  that  his  yotmg  friend  woirid  assume 
some  patience,  in  order  to  hear  him  enter  into  a 
mumte  and  explanatory  detail  of  those  un^stunate 
drcumstances,  in  which  hia  late  honourablt  latfati 
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at  yaiianoe  wita  the  Lord  Keeper.    The 

— £-«  «.»  Ravedswood  coloured  highly,  but  was 

'  uMBTf  and  the  Lord  Keeper,  though  not  (sreally  ap- 

the  sudden  heightening  of  bis  auditor's  oom- 

conunenced  the  histonr  of  a  bond  for  twenty 

'  marka.  advanced  by  nis  father  to  the  father 

Lord  Kayenswood.  and  was  [xroceeding  to 

executorial  proceedings  by  wnich-this  large 

been  rendered  a  cUbUum  fundi,  when  fie 

-upted  by  the  Master. 

not  in  this  place,"  he  said,  "  that  I  can  hear 

pUiam  Ash  Con's  explanation  of  the  matters  in 

between  us.    It  is  not  here,  where  my  &ther 

a  broken  heart,  that  I  can  with  decency  or 

investigate  the  cause  of  his  distress.    I  might 

»r  that  I  was  a  son,  and  forget  the  duties  of 

...    A  tinn&  however,  there  must  come,  when 

- things  shall  be  discussed  in  a  place  and  in  a  pre- 

aenee  wh4»e  both  of  us  will  have  equal  Gxedom  to 
9aak  and  to  hear." 

**  Any  time,**  the  Lord  Eleeper  said,  *'  any  place,  was 
lEke  to  those  who  sought  nothing  but  justice.  Yet  it 
voaM  seem  he  was,  in  fairness,  entitled  to  some  pre- 
nonition  respecting  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
Vaster  proposed  to  impugn  the  whole  train  of  legal 
proceedings,  which  had  been  so  well  and  ripely  advised 
n  the  only  courts  competent." 

**  Sir  William  Ashton,"  answered  the  Master,  with 
wroth,  "  the  lands  which  you  now  occupy  were 
pnted  to  my  remote  ancestor  for  services  done  with 
Bis  sword  against  the  English  invaders.  How  diey 
Have  gUded  from  us  by  a  train  of  proceedings  that 
iwm  to  be  neither  sale,  nor  mortgi^  nor  amudica- 
tion  for  debt,  but  a  nondescript  ana  entangled  mix- 
ture of  all  these  rights— how  annual-rent  has  been  ac- 
Qonulated  upon  principal,  and  no  nook  or  coign  of 
i^gal  advantage  left  unodcupied,  until  our  interest  in 
«r  hereditary  property  seems  to  have  melted  away 
ue  an  icicle  m  thaw--all  this  you  understand  better 
tMD  I  do.  I  am  willing,  however,  to  suppose,  from 
tie  frankness  of  your  conduct  towards  me,  that  I  may 
n  a  great  measure  have  mistaken  your  personal  cha- 
ncter,  and  that  things  may  have  appeared  right  and 
^ting  to  you,  a  akilfm  and  practised  lawyer,  which  to 
!>X  Ignorant  understanding  seem  very  httle  short  of 
mjustice  9nd  gross  oppression." 
^  "  And  yoo,  my  dear  Master,"  answered  Sir  William, 
roQ,  permit  me  to  say,  have  been  equally  misrepre^ 
tented  to  me.  I  was  taught  to  believe  yon  a  fierce, 
unperiouB,  hot-headed  youth,  readjf,  at  the  alighteet 
IvoTocation,  to  throw  vour  sword  into  the  saales  of 
J>stice,  and  to  appeal  to  those  rude  and  forcible 
^^easoies  from  'wmch  civil  polity  has  long  protected 
ve  people  of  Sootland.  Then,  since  we  were  mutu- 
luy  mistaken  m  each  other,  why  should  not  the 
Touns  nobleman  be  willing  to  listen  to  the  old  lawyer, 
T^ue,  at  least,  he  explains  the  points  of  difference 
»«wlxt  them?' 

No,  my  lord,"  answered  Ravenswood ;  **  it  is  in 
«e  House  of  Bntish  Peers,*  whose  honour  must  be 
(jutl  to  their  rank— it  is  in  the  court  of  last  resort 
uuu  we  must  parley  together.    The  belted  lords  of 

■■f  i^PfiCal  U^ni  .;.-k.K..L.,  ^:-:^^.^,,, ;!.-.  -„,.,..  ,M 
'   ,  "L  ta  llw  ^4jti>NJi  Taf  J.«Aant*uit,  m  c-Anea  uf  i  L^il 

^  •  f'hr  thfl  ■ahjctrlt  U  iht  exBoiiniLlint)  ^nrl  i>rr«< 

^^w  jw^^.^*i  j,f  fjipjj  •pqtcncui  in  rartlainrtit,  mlgrlit  uftT,K-aM 

"J^"  ii«^*rc  mufU  mure  JiJtiufuUiked  for  kgal  IcAQwkilfe 

i  fcfcnh^ff  of  tbt  FftisiTljf  cf  Adivcati'*.  f«i  the  ficaltirti 

gaw*  of  Uh!  €3qiirt  of  iS^fdn,  on  ai^enirnt  of  KUfit  rofiipal  to 

i  t^  riflft  f.iTDiitiiH.'aJ  ko  PurUnniOTt!  ^  and,  by  b  vrvf  nrbi- 

"Ti<»,  th*  rtuuttrtir  [if  ihm  numtwt  wnn  l»Di#Kvit  from 

r  mud   cAnvntH'Titijr   d«[^ri«ed  of  Mmr  jin>rjaHnuD»I 

»fxA«»  VI  iif»pei«t  t*  Iha  Britjih  Ht*iiin  nf  Pir!<>n  Itsi  hoeo 

t^tA  tm  a<;n(rifh  mibicv^  and  tlint  heht  hju,  no  dijqbt, 

Hu  fWmiOiir'lti^  ini[>4riiiiJ  nnd  iodoi^odpni  chm.- 
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itiin,  ho-  ancient  peert,  must  deads,  if  it  is  6ieif 


niy»nwi*v.  That  lui  r>U\  ^nwyrr  likpttin  Loid  Kcftper 
^vNimii}  tin\  a.\iirvn  r»t  Ww  Jmltmffnfa  fTVpn  tn  hiM  fli* 
„.,^  "  rr^indi  of  iinrl  fmiifflJ  tiw,  iNCinif  bruMictit  H  Apr«Ml 
TJ*  ' ''•J*  "|<*1  'Ifriflj^-'il  r'n>r:f  i!(iiri;'iiiia<-''jiirtflEiuri(?i>il]i'  iifr^ar- 
^  •«  t*nsUirJr  ftirt\td  tit  '■^irifllriH'flitKPl]*  dC  «]ult5'+ 
j^*Wjt<#<iuwn  nf  out  Wnfh,  tilii  iPiMl  dlariniir40fi  wa*  rwt 


Will  that  a  house,  not  the  least  noble  of  (heir  mem- 
bera  shall  be  stripped  of  their  possessions,  the  reward  ' 
of  the  mitriotism.of  generationi^  as  the  pawn  of  a  . 
wretched  mechamc  becomes  forfeit  to  the  usurer  the 
instant  th6  hour  of  redemption  has  passed  away.  If 
they  yield  to  the  grasping  sererity  ot  the  creditor,  and 
to  the  ,gnawing  usury  that  eats  into  our  lands  as 
moths  into  a  raiment,  it  will  be  of  more  evil  conee- 
.quence  to  them  and  their  posterity  than  to  Edgar  Ra- 
venswood—I  shall  still  have  my  sword  and  ray  cloak, 
and  can  follow  the  profession  of  arms  wheiever  a 
trumpet  shall  sound." 

As  he  pronounced  these  words,  in  a  firm  yet  melan- 
cholr  tone,  he  raised  his  eyes  and  suddenly  encoun- 
tered those  of  Lucy  Ashton,  who  had  stolen  unawares 
on  their,  interview,  and  observed  her  k)oks  fristened  on 
them  with  an  expressu>n  of  enthusiastic  interest  and 
admiration,  which  had  wrapt  her  for  the  moment  be- 
yond the  fear  of  discovery.  The  noble  form  and  ^e 
features  of  Ravenswood  fired  with  the  pride  of  birth 
and  sense  of  internal  dignity— the  mellow  and  ex- 
presnve  tones  of  his  voice,  the  desolate  state  of  his 
fortunes,  and  the  indifference  with  which  he  seem^ 
to  endure  and  to  dare  the  worst  that  might  befall, 
rendered  him  a  dangerous  object  of  contemplation 
for  a  maiden  already  too  much  disposed  to  dwell  upon 
recollections  connected  with  him.  When  theh'  eyes 
encountered  each  other,  both  bhished  deeply,  con- 
scious of  some  strong  internal  emotion,  and  snunned 
again  to  meet  each  other's  look. 

Sir  William  Ashton  had,  of  course,  ck>sely  watched 
the  expreeson  of  their  countenances.  "  I  need  fear," 
sfud  he  internally,  **  neither  Parliament  nor  protesta- 
tion;  I  have  an  efiectual  mode  of  reconciling  myself 
with  this  hot-tempered  young  fellow,  in  case  ne  shall 
become  formidable.  The  present  object  is,  at  all 
events,  to  avoid  committing  oureelves.  The  hook  is 
fixed ;  we  will  not  strain  the  line  too  soon— it  is  as 
wdl  to  reserve  the  privilege  of  slipping  it  loose,  if  we 
do  not  find  the  fish  worth  landing." 

In  this  selfish  and  cruel  circulation  upon  the  sup- 
posed attachment  of  Ravenswood  to  Lucy,  he  was  so 
far  from  considering  the  pain  he  might  give  to  the 
former,  by  thus  dallying  with  his  aJ^tions,  that  he 
even  did  not  think  upon  the  risk  of  involvmg  his  own 
daughter  in  the  perils  of  an  unfortunate  passion ;  as 
if  her  predilection,  which  could  not  escape  his  atten- 
tion, were  like  the  flame  of  a  taper,  which  might  be 
lighted  or  extinsuished  at  pleasure.  But  Providence 
had  prepared  a  dreadful  requital  for  this  keen  observer 
of  human  passions,  who  had  tpeni  his  life  in  securing 
advantages  to  himsetf  by  artfully  working  upon  the 
passions  of  others. 

Caleb  Balderstone  now  came  to  announce  that 
breakfast  was  prepared ;  for  in  those  days  of  substan- 
tial feeding,  the  relics  of  the  supper  amply  fumiehed 
forth  the  morning  meal  Neither  did  ne  forget  to 
present  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  with  great  reverence,  a 
mprning^drau^ht  in  a  large  pewter  cup,  garnished 
with  feaves  of  parsley  and  scurvy-grass.  He  craved 
pardou;  of  couree,  for  bavins  omittra  to  serve  it  in  the 
great  silver  standing  cup  as  Dehoved,  being  that  it  was 
at  present  in  a  silversmith's  in  Edinburgh,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  overlaki  with  gih. 

*Un  Edinburgh  like  enou^/'  said  Ravenswood; 
"  but  in  what  place,  or  for  what  purpose,  I  am  afraid 
neither  you  nor  I  know." 

'*Aweel!"  said  Caleb,  peevishly  *  there's  a  man 
standing  at  the  gate  alreaidy  thip  nuiming^that's  ae 
thing  that  I  ken— Does  your  honour  ken  whether  ye 
wul  speak  wi'  him  or  no  ?" 

"*  Does  he  wish  to  epeak  with  me,  Caleb?" 

"Less  will  no  serve  him^"  mid  Caleb;  but  ya 
had  best  take  a  visie  of  him  through  the  wickot 
before  opening  the  gate— it's  no  every  ane  we  suld  let 
into  this  castle." 

"  What !  do  you  suppose  him  to  be  a  messenger 
oome  to  arrest  me  for  debtl"  saicliRavenswood. 

"  A  messenger  arrest  your  honour  ibr  debt,  and  >fl 
yonr  Castle  of  Wolf 's  Crag !— Your  honour  is  je*^  ^ 
wi'  auld  Caleb  this  morning."    Howeter,  he  ] 
pered  in  his  ear  as  he  followed  him  out,  "I  y 
bath  to  do  ony  decent  man  a  pngodioe  in  ] 
18» 
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nour's  j^e  ojpinioii;  Imt  I  woidd  tak  twa  looks  o^ 
that  chield  before  I  let  him  within  these  walls." 

He  was  not  an  officer  of  the  law,  however ;  beinjg 
no  less  a  person  than  Captain  Craigengelt,  with  his 
nose  as  red  as  a  comfortable  cup  of  brandv  could 
make  it,  his  laced  cocked-hat  set  a  little  aside  upon 
the  top  of  his  black  ridins  periwig,  a  sword  bjr  his 
aide,  and  pistols  at  his  hoIstcTS,  and  his  person  ar- 
rayed in  a  ncfog  suit,  laid  over  with  tarnished  laoe, 
-Khe  very  moral  of  one  who  would  say,  Stand,  to  a 
true  man. 

When  the  Master  had  reoogmsed  him,  he  ordered 
the  gates  to  be  opened.  "  I  suppose,"  he  said,  "  Cap- 
tain Craigengelt.  thene  are  no  sudi  weighty  matters 
betwixt  you  and  me^  but  may  be  discussed  in  this 
pUoe.  I  have  company  in  the  castle  at  present,  and 
the  terms  upon  which  we  last  parted  must  excuse 
my  asking  you  to  make  part  of  them." 

Craigengelt.  although  possessing  the  verv  perfec- 
tion of  impudence,  was  somewhat  abashed  by  this 
unfavourable  reception.  "  He  had  no  intention,"  he 
said,  "  to  force  Imnself  upon  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood's  hospitality— he  was  m  the  honourable  service 
of  bearing  a  message  to  him  from  a  friend,  otherwise 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  should  not  have  had  rea- 
son to  complain  of  this  intrusion." 

''Let  it  be  short,  sir,"  said  the  Master,  *'for  that 
will  be  the  best  apologv.  Who  is  the  gentleman  who 
is  so  fortunate  as  to  have  your  services  as  a  mes- 

"My  friend  Mr.  Hayston  of  Bucklaw,"  answered 
Craigragelt,  with  conscious  importance,  and  that 
con^ence  which  the  acknowledged  courage  of  his 
principal  inspired,  "  who  conceives  himself  to  have 
been  treated  bv  you  with  something  much  short  of 
the  respect  which  he  had  reason  to  demand,  and 
therefore  is  resolved  to  exact  satisfaction. '  I  bring 
with  m&"  said  he,  taking  a  piece  of  paper  out  of  his 
pocket,  the  precise  length  of  his  sword ;  and  he  re- 
quests youwiU  meet  him,  accompanied  by  a  friend, 
and  equally  armed,  at  any  place  within  a  mile  of  the 
castle,  when  I  shall  give  attendance  as  uminre,  or 
second,,  on  his  bbhoofr 

"  Sausfaction— and  equal  arms  I"  rmeated  Ravens- 
wood,  whss  the  reader  will  recollect,  had  no  reason 
to  suppose  he  had  given  the  slightest  offence  to  his 
late  mmate— "upon  my  woid,  Captain  Craigengelt, 
either  you  have  invented  the  mofit  improbable  false- 
hood that  eve^  came  into  the  mind  of  such  a  person, 
or  your  moming-drausiit  has  been  somewhat  of  the 
strongest  What  could  pursuade  Bucklaw  to  send 
me  su<^  a  menage  T 

*'  For  that,  sir,"^ replied  Craigengelt,  "I  am  desired 
to  refer  you  to  what,  in  duty  to  my  friend,  I  am  to 
term  your  inhospitaUty  in  excluding  him  from  your 
house^  without  reasopis  assumed." 

"It  IS  impossible,"  repUea  the  Master ;  "  he  cannot 
be  such  a  fool  as  to  interpret  actual  necessity  as  an 
insult  Nor  do  I  believa  that,  knowing  my  opinion 
of  you,  Captain,  he  would  have  employed  the  ser- 
vices of  so  slight  and  inconsiderable  a  person  as 
yourself  upon  such  an  errand,  as  I  certainly  could 
expect  no  man  of  honour  to  act  with  you  in  the  office 
of  umpire." 

"I  slight  and  inoonsiderable I*'  said  Craigengelt, 
raising  his  voice,  and  laying  his  hand  on  his  cutlass ; 

if  it  were  not  that  the  quarrel  of  mv  friend  craves  the 
precedence,  and  is  in  dependence  Before  my  own,  I 
would  give  you  to  understand" 

*'  I  can  understand  nothmg  upon  your  sxplanadon, 
Captain  Craigengelt  Be  satisned  of  that,  and  oblige 
me  with  your  departure." 

"  D ^n  P'  muttered  the  bully ;  "  and  is  this  the 

answer  which  1  am  to  cany  back  to  an  honourable 

"^1  the  Laird  of  Bucklaw,"  answered  Ravens- 
wood,  "if  you  are  really  sent  by  him,  that  when  he 

■ends  me  mscanse  of  grievance  by  a  person  fitting  to        ..  

earry  such  an  enind  betwixt  hrai  and  me,  I  willt  me,  you,  Master  of  Ravenswood,  instead  of  bemg  at 
sither  explain  it  or  maintain  it"  freedom,  and  vrith  full  liberty  to  solicit  and  act 

against  me  as  you  please,  m  defence  of  what  yon 
suppose  to  be  your  rights,  would  have  be^i  in  the 
Castle  01  Edinburgh,  or  some  other  state  prison ;  or. 
if  you  had  esc^iea  that  destiny,  it  must  have  been  bv 


him,  sir,"  replied  tns  Master,  "  shall  be  returned  to 
him  by  my  servant,  as  you  do  not  show  me  any  cre- 
dentials from  him  which  entitle  you  to  receive  it.*' 

"Wdl,  Master,"  said  Captam  Craigengelt,  wzfh 
mabce  which  even  his  fear  ot  the  consequences  cook) 
not  suppress,—"  you  have  this  morning  done  me  an 
egregious  Mrrong  and  dishonour^  but  far  more  to  yoor- 
selfl  A  castle  indeed  t"  he  contmued,  looking  around 
him ;  "why,  this  is  worse  than  a  coupe-gorge  house, 
where  they  receive  travellers  to  plunder  them  of  their 
property." 

"^You  insolent  rascal,"  said  the  Master,  raisins  his 
cane,  and  making  a  ^rasp  at  the  Captain's  bridle,  *'  if 
you  do  not  depart  without  uttering  another  syllable,  I 
wul  batoon  you  to  death !" 

At  the  motion  of  the  Master  towards  him,  the  boUy 
turned  so  rapidly  around,  that  with  some  difficulty  he 
escaped  throwing  down  his  horse,  whose  hoofs  strack 
fire  from  the  rocky  pavement  in  every  direction.  Ro- 
c^vermghim,  however,  with  the  bridle^  he  pushed  for 
the  gatc^  and  rode  sharply  back  again  m  the  direction 
of  the  village. 

As  Ravenswood  turned  round  to  leave  the  courts 
yard  aftdr  this  dialogue,  he  found  that  the  Lord 
Keeper  had  descended  from  the  hall,  and  witoesaedr 
though  at  the  distance  prescribed  by  politeneas,  his 
interview  with  Craigengelt. 

"  I  have  seen,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper^  "  that  gmtle- 
man's  face,  and  at  Ao  great  distance  of  tune— his  name 
is  Craigj— CraigT-something,  is  it  not  7" 

"  Craigengelt  is  the  fellow's  name,"  said  the  Mas- 
ter, "  atleast  that  by  which  he  passes  at  present" 

"  Craig-in-guilt."  said  Caleb,  puiMiing  upon  die 
word  craigf  which  in  Scotch  signifies  throat;  "if  he 
is  Craig-in-guilt  just  now,  he  is  as  likely  to  be  Craig- 
in-perifas  ony  chield  I  ever  saw- the  loon  has  woodue 
written  on  his  very  visnomy,  and  I  wad  wager  tw» 
and  a  plack  that  hemp  plaits  his  cravat  vet" 

"  You  understand  physiognomy,  good  Mr.  Cal^' 
said  the  Keeper,  smiunff ;  *^  assure  you  the  gentle- 
man has  be^  near  such  a  consummation  beforenow 
—for  I  most  distinctly  recollect,  that,  upon  oocanon 
of  a  ioumey  which  I  made  about  a  fortnight  ago  to 
Edinburgh,  I  saw  Mr.  Craigengelt,  or  whatever  is  his 
name,  undergo  a  severe  examination  before  the  Privy 
CouncU."  ^ 

"  Upon  what  account  ?"  said  the  Master  ofRaveiis- 
wood,  with  some  interest 

The  question  led  immediately  to  a  tale  which  the 
Lord  Kiaeper  had  been  very  anxious  to  introduce^ 

Shen  he  could  find  a  graceful  and  fitting  opportunity, 
e  took  hold  of  the  Master's  arm,  and  Ted  him  back 
towards  the  hail.,  "The  answer  to  your  question," 
he  said,  "  though  it  is  a  ridiculous  buamess,  is  on^  nt 
for  your  own  ear."  • 

As  they  entered  the  hall,  he  again  took  the  Master 
apart  into  one  of  the  recesses  of  the  window,  where 
it  will  be  easily  believed  that  Miss  Ash  ton  did  not  ven- 
ture again  to  intrude  upon  their  oonference. 


"  Then,  Master,  you  will  at  least  cause  to  be  re- 
temed  to  Hayston,  by  my  hands,  his  property  which 
if  remauiing  m  your  possession.'' 

'*  Whatever  propertT  Bucklaw  may  hava  left  behind 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

Itera  !•  a  fhthernow, 
VtOl  track  his  danf  hter  fin*  a  forein  vMitiiie. 
Make  her  the  ttop-sap  to  some  ceiiker'd  ftod. 
Or  flinf  her  o'er,  like  Jonah,  to  tbe  fbhea. 
To  appease  the  eea  at  highest 


The  Lord  Keeper  opened  his  discourse  with  an 
appearance  of  unconcern,  marking,  however,  very 
carefully,  the  effect  of  his  communication  upon  young 
Ravenswood. 

"You  are  aware,"  he  said,  "  my  young  fiiend^  that ' 
suroicion  is  the  natural  vice  of  our  unsettled  tunes, 
and  exposes  the  best  and  wisest  of  us  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  artful  rascals.  If  I  had  been  disposed  to  lis- 
ten to  such  the  other  day,  or  dven  if  I  had  been  the 
wily  politician  which  you  have  been  taught  to  believe 
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ffiglit  to  a  foreigii  oountiy,  ana  at  iherukpt  a  sen^ 
tenoe  of  fiigitatioii." 

"Hy  Lord  Keeper,"  said  the  Master,  "I  think  you 
would  not  jest  on  audi  a  subject— yet  it  seems  nn- 
possible  you  can  be  in  earnest"  '         t 

''Imx^cence,*'  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "is  also  con* 
6dftnt,  and  sometimes,  though  rery* excusably,  pre- 


ido  not imderatand,^  said Ravenswood,  "bow a 
consciousness  of  innocence  can  be^  in  any  case,  ac- 
counted preeujnptuous." 

''Imprudent,  at  le^st,  it  may  be  called,"  said  Sur 
WilUam  Ashton,  "  smce  it  is  apt  to  lead  us  into  the 
mistake  of  supposing  that  sufficiently  evident  to 
others,  of  which,  in  fact,  we  are  only  conscious  our- 
•elfes.  I  have  known  a  rogue^  for  this  very  reason, 
make  a  better  defence  than  an  innocent  man  could 
bare  done  in  the  same  circumstances  of  suspicion. 
Having  no  consciousness  of  innocence  to  simpon 
hsn,  ffUN^h  a  f^ow  applies  himself  to  all  the  advan- 
tmes  which  the  law  will  afibrd  him,  and  sometimes 
(if  his  counsel  be  men  of  talents)  succeeds  in  oom- 
peQing  his  judges  to  receive  him  as  innocent.  I 
nmember  the  celebrated  case  of  Sir  Coolie  Condid- 
de,  of  Condiddle,  who  was  tried  for  theft  under  trust, 
iC  which  all  the  world  knew  him  guilty,  and  yet  was 
Dot  only  acquitted,  but  lived  to  m^  in  judgment  on 
koestar  folk." 

"Allow  me  to  bo?  you  will  return  to  the  point," 
Kid  the  Master;  *^you  seemed  to  say  that  1  had 
tcffeted  under  some  suspicion." 

*' Suspicion,  Master?— ar,  iruly^-and  I  can  show 
yoo  the  proofs  of  it;  if  I  natoen  only  to  have  them 
with  me.— Here,  Lockhard"— His  attendant  came— 
"Fetch  me  tha  little  private  mail  with  the  pad- 
kcka,  that  I  reconmiended  to  your  particular  charge 
^'yehearl" 

"Yes,  my  lord."  Lockhard  vanished,  and  the 
Keeper  continued,  as  if  half  speaking  to  himselfl 

"  I  think  the  papers  are  with  me— 1  think  so,  for 
u  I  was  to  be  in  this  oountrv,  it  was  natural  for  Aie 
to  bring  them  with  me. .  I  have  thenh  however,  at 
Earenswood  Castle,  that  I  am  sure  oi—eo  perhaps 

joa  might  condesoend" 

Here  Lockhard  entered,  and  put  the  leadiem  scru- 
ipire^  or  mail-box,  into  his  hands.    The  Keeper  pro- 
wMxd  one  or  two  papers,  respecting  the  information 
laid  before  the  Privy  Council  concerning  the  riot,  as 
u  was  termed,  at  the  funeral  of  Allan  Lord  Ravens- 
vood,  and  the  active  share  he  bad  himself  taken  in 
qoaahmg  the  proceedings  against  the  Master.   These 
wcoments  had  been  selected  with  care,  so  as  to  irri- 
tate the  natural  cunosity  of  Ravenswood  upon  such 
l^^i^^  wthout  gratiiymg  it,  yet  to  show  that  Sir 
^uham  Ashton  had  acted  upon  that  trying  occasion 
ue  part  of  an  advocate  and  peacemaker  betwixt  him 
*pd  the  jealous  authorities  of  tbe  day.    Having  fur- 
i^ed  his  host  with  such  subjects  tor  examination, 
^  Lord  Keeper  went  to  the  breakfiist-table,  and 
^tered  into  hght  conversation,  addressed  partly  to 
ou  Caleb,  whrnw  resentment  against  the  usurps  of 
«e-Castle  of  Ravenswood  be^n  to  be  softened  by 
DM  familiarity,  and  partly  to  his  daughter., 
juwr  peruong  these  pi^>er^  the  MasteLotRavens- 
*^  remainearfor  a  nunnte  or  two  with  his  .hand 
{[^1^  ajzainst  his  brow,  in  deep  and  profound  medi- 
"^loo*   He  then  again  ran  his  eye  nastily  over  the 
^S^  **  if  desirous  of  discovering  in  then|  some 
^  purpose,  or  some  mark  of  fabrication,  which  bad 
23M  «"ni  at  first  perusal    Apparently  the  second 
^^omn  confirmed  me  opinion  which  had  pressed 
gOB  him  at  the  first,  for  he  started  from  the  stone 
fwch  on  which  he  was  sittmg,  and,  going  to  the 
I    «Ii5j*P?'»  ^^^  ^  ^®"*^  °"4  strongly  pressing 
kJj      N*  P^rdpn  repeatedly  for  the  injustice  he 
rf'5?J>phim,  when  it  appeared  he  was  experiencing, 
■Jtai  hands,  the  benefit  of  protection  to  his  person, 
"S^^ttdication  to  his  character. 
-Joe  ftatesman  received  these  acknowledgments  at 
•S-?*-^  well-feigned  suiprise,  and  then  with  an 
!^J»on  of  frank  cordiality.     The  tears  .began 
^J°y  to  start  from  Lucy's  blue  eyes  at  viewing 
Jz"JJJ«^tod  and  moving  scene.   To  see  the  Mas- 
"^1  «e  10  haughty  and  reserved,  and  whom  she  had 


always  supposed  the  injured  person,  suppltcatmg  her 
father  for  forgiveness,  was  a  change  at  once  sur 
prising,  flattenng,  and  afiecting. 

"Dry  your  eyes,  Lucy,"  said  her  father:  "why 
should  you  weep,  because  your  fiither,  though  a  law- 
yer, is  discovered  to  be  a  fair  and  honourable  man  ?— 
What  have  you  to  thank  me  for,  my  dear  Master," 
he  continued,  addressing  Ravenswood.  "that  you 
would  not  have  done  in  my  case?  *Suum  cutout 
trilmUo*  was  the  Roman  justic^  and  I  leameci  it 
when  I  studied  Justinian.  Besiaes,  have  you  not 
overpaid  me  a  diousand  times,  in  saving  the  life  ol 
this  dear  diildT' 

"Yes,"  answered  the  Master,  in  all  the  remorse  ol 
sdf-accusation ;  "  but  the  Uttle  service  /did  was  an 
act  of  mere  brutal  instinct:  your  defence  of  my  cause, 
when  you  know  how  ill  I  thoui^t  of  you,  and  how 
much  I  was  disposed  to  be  your  enemy,  was  an  act 
of  generous,  mainly,  and  considerate  wisdom." 

''^Pshaw !"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  each  of  us  acted 
in  his  own  way ;  you  as  a  gallant  soldier,  I  as  an 
upright  judge  and  priv3^councillor.  We  could  not, 
perhaps,  have  changed  parts— at  least  I  ^ould  have 
made  a  very  sorry  Tatirt<2or,  and  yoiL  my  good 
Master,  though  your  cause  is  so  excellent,  might 
have  pleaded  it  perhaps  worse  yourself  than  I  who 
acted  for  you  before  the  coimcil.''^  ^ 

"My  generous  ^endP*  said  RavensjiroodT— and 
with  tliat  brief  word,  which  the  Keeper  had  often 
lavished  upon  him,  but  which  he  himself  now  pro- 
nounced for  the  first  dme,  he  gave  to  his  feudal  enemy 
Che  fiill  confidence  of  a  haufi^ty  but  honourable 
heart  The  Master  had  been  remarked  among  his 
contemporaries  for  sense  and  acutenessL  as  well  as 
for  his  reserved,  pertinacious,  and  irascible  character. 
His  prepossessions  accordingly,  however  qbstinate; 
were  of  a  nature  to  give  way  oefore  love  and  grati-  \ 
tude;  and  the  real  charms  ot  the  daughter,  joined  to 
the  supposed  services  of  the  father,  cancelled  in  his 
memory  the  vows  of  vengeance  which  he  had  taken 
so  deeply  on  the  eve  of  his  father's  fimeral.  But 
they  had  been  heard  and  registered  in  the  book  of 
fate.  . 

Caleb  was  present  at  this  extraordinary  ncene,  and 
he  could  conceive  no  other  reason  for  a  proceeding  so 
extraordinary  than  an  alliance  betwixt  the  houses, 
and  Ravenswqpd  Castle  Issimed  for  the  young  lady's 
dowry.  As  for  Lucy,  when  Ravenswood  uttered  the 
most  passionate  excuses  for  his  ungrateful  negligence, 
she  could  but  smile  through  her  tears,  and,  as  she 
abandoned  her  hand  to  him,  assure  him,  in  broken 
accents,  of  the  delight  with^  which  she  beheld  the 
complete  recondUation  between  her  father  and  her 
deliverer.  Even  the  statesman  was  moved  and  af- 
fected by  the  fiery,  unreserved,  snd  generous  self- 
abandonment  with  whidi  the  Master  01  Ravenswood 
renounced  his  feudal  enmity,  and  threw  himself  widi^ 


out  hesitation  upon  his  forgiveness.  His  eyes  glis- 
tened as  he  looked  upon  a  couple  who  were  obviously 
becoming  attached,  and  who  seemed  made  for  each 


other.  He  thought  how  hi^  the  proud  and  chival- 
rous character  ca  Ravenswood  might  rise  under  many 
circumstances,  in  which  he  found  himself  "over- 
crowed," to  use  a  phrase  of  Spenser,  and  kept  under 
by  his  brief  pedigree,  and  tunnlitx  of  disposition. 
Then  his  daughter-his  favourite  cliild— his  constant 
playmate— seemed  formed  to  livo  happy  in  a  union 
with  such  a  commanding  spirit  as  Ravenswood ;  and 
even  the  fine,  delicate,  fragile  form  of  Lucy  Ashton 
seemed  to  require  the  support  of  the  Masters  muscu 
lar  strength  and  masculme  character.  And  it  was 
not  merely  during  a  few  minutes  that  Sir  WilUam 
Ashton  looked  upon  theur  marriage  as  a  probable  and 
even  desirable  event,  for  a  full  hour  intervened  ere  his 
imagination  was  crossed  by  recollection  of  the  Mas- 
ter's poverty,  and  the  sure  disph^sure  of  Lady  Ash- 
ton. It  is  certain,  that  the  very  unusual  How  o£ 
k'ndly  feeling  with  which  the  Lord  Keeper  had  been 
Uius  surprised,  was  one  of  the  circumstances  which 
gave  much  tacit  encouragement  to  the  attachment 
between  the  Master  and  his  daughter,  and  led  botli 
the  lovers  distinctly  to  beUeve  that  it  was  a  con- 
nexion  which  woula  be  most  agreeable  to  him.  Ha 
himself  was  supposed  to  have  admitted  this  in  efiecU 


TALES  OF  ICY  LANDLQRJ). 


[CuJLp  jcm 


when,  long  after  the  catastrophe  of  their  love,  he 
utfc-i  to  warn  hiA  htarors  against  perinittins;  their 
fi.'i  linf-M  10  obtain  an  ascendency  over  their  judgment, 
and  a!!irin,  that  the  greatest  misfortune  of  his  life 
was  owing  to  a  very  t£!mporary  predominance  of 
s<;n-!ibiliiy  over  solf-intcresL  It  must  be  owned,  if 
stich  was  the  cnsc,  he  was  long  and  severely  punished 
for  an  ollonce  of  very  brief  duration. 

After  some  pausi.*,  the  LordJCecper  resumed  the 
conversation.— "  In  your  surprise  at  finding  me  an 
honoster  man  than  you  expected,  you  have  lost  your 
"urios'ty  about  this  Craigengelt,  my  good  Master; 
nd  yi  t  your  name  was  brought  in,  in  the  course  of 
that  matter  too." 

"The  scoundrel!"  said  Ravonswood;  "my  con- 
nexion with  him  was  of  the  most  temporary  nature 
t)o.ssibie;  and  yet  I  was  very  foolish  to  hold  any 
communication  with  liim  at  all.--What  did  he  say  of 
me  ?*' 

**  Enough,"  said  the  Keeper,  "  to  excite  the  very 
loyal  terrors  of  some  of  our  sages,  who  are  for  pro- 
ceeding agiiinst  men  on  the  mere  grounds  of  suspicion 
or  mercenary  information.— Some  nonsense  about 
yc'ir  proitosini;  to  enter  into  the  service  of  France,  or 
of  the  Pretonticr,  I  don't  recollect  which,  but  which 

-he  Marquis  of  A ^  one  of  your  best  triends,  and 

another  pers-^n,  whom  some  call  one  of  your  worst 
and  most  interested  enemlL-s,  could  not,  somehow,  be 
Drought  to  listen  to." 

*'  I  am  obliged  to  my  honourable  friend— and  yet" 

•shakmg  iho  Lord  Keeper's  hand— *' and  yet  1  ara 
atill  more  obliged  to  my  honourable  enemy." 

*  Iniinicun  ainicissnnus^*  said  the  Lord  Keeper, 

returning  the  pressure;  "but  this  gentleman— this 

3Ir.  Hayston  of  IJucklaw— I  am   afraid  the  poor 

youn:;  n\an— I  heard  the  fi.llow  mention  his  name— 

/  IS  umlcr  vervbad  guidance." 

"  Ha  is  old  enough  to  govern  himself,"  answered 
the  Mister. 

"Old  enougti.  perhaps,  but  scarce  wise  enough,  if 
he  has  chosen  this  fellow  for  his. /E(/t£9  Achates.  Why, 
he  laigo'l  an  information  against  him— that  is,  such 
a  con.4.'<iui.'nce  miglit  have  ensued  from  his  examina- 
tion, had  we  not  looked  rather  at  the  character  of 
the  witno^^s  than  the  tenor  of  lus  evidence." 

"  Mr.  Hayston  of  IJucklaw,"  said  the  Master,  '  is, 
I  believe,  a  most  honourable  man,  iuid  capable  of 
nothing  that  is  mean  or  disgraceful." 

"  Cnpnhle  of  much  that  is  unreastmable,  though ; 
that  you  must  m?e<ls  allow,  Master.  Death  will  soon 
put  him  in  poascssion  of  a  fair  estate,  if  he  hath  it  not 
alreaily ;  old  La<ly  Girnington— an  excellent  person, 
exci-utins:  that  her  inveterate  ill-nature  rendered  her 
mtolerable  to  the  whole  world— is  probably  dead  by 
this  time.  Six  heirs  portioncrs  have  successively 
died  to  make  her  wealthy.  I  know  the  estates  woU; 
they  march*  with  my  own— a  noble  property." 

"  I  am  glad  of  it,"  said  Ravenswood,  "and  should 
be  more  »<),  were  I  confident  that  Bucklaw  would 
chauL'e  his  company  and  habits  with  his  fortunes. 
This  apponran(!e  of  Craigencelt,  acting  in  the  capa- 
city of  his  fricml,  is  a  most  vile  augur>'  for  his  future 
resp<TOtability." 

"  He  is  a  bird  of  evil  omen,  to  be  sure,"  said  the 
Kccpt.r,  '•  Jind  rroiks  of  jail  and  gallows-tree.— But  I 
see  >Ir.  Caleb  grows  impatient  for  our  return  to  break- 
fast." 

CHAPTER  XVin. 

Sir,  »t(4^  at  lionw  and  tnkd  mi  old  man's  oooomI  i 
Sock  not  to  L(uk  you  Ujr  a  «U«nccr'i  hcartli ; 
Our  own  blue  wnokR  iii  wnrmer  than  tlieir  (ire. 
Dom'>><tir  (iHul  u  urliolcnomo,  though  'tiii  homeljr, 
And  foreign  dainties  poi«onous,  thoiieh  tastenil. 

Tkt  French  Gmricran. 

The  M.isTer  of  Ravenswood  took  an  opportunity  to 
leave  his  irnests  to  prepnrc  for  their  departure,  wnile 
tie  himself  nude  the  hri«.'f  nrrangemen»s  necessary 
previous  to  his  absence  from  Wolfs  Crag  for  a  dny 
or  two.  l\  was  nere.^sarv  to  communicate  uith  Ca- 
/eb  on  fhi*^  ocri.^on.  and  he  found  that  faithful  st»r\i- 
io/  in  Jus  so*?ty  and  ruinoun  den,  greatly  deliglited 
'  i  A  Tb^r  ve  bowitod  hy  my  owa. 


with  the  departure  of  their  visiters,  and  compntiai 
how  long,  with  good  managr?m^•nL  the  pro\isi«ii 
which  had  been  unexnend(xi  might  furnish  forth  iW 
Master's  table.  "  He's  nae  belly  god.  that's  ae  bk» 
ing ;  and  Bucklaw's  gane,  that  could  have  eaten  i 
horse  behind  the  sad(ile.  Cresses  or  water-puim 
and  a  bit  ait-cake,  can  serve  the  Master  for  breokS 
as  weel  as  Caleb.  Then  for  dinner— there's  no  macUi 
left  on  the  spulc-bano:  it  will  bnuidcr,  though-^ 
will  Grander  •  very  wecl." 

His  triumphant  calculations  were  interrupted  bf 
the  Master,  who  communicated  t5  him,  not  withoal 
some  hesitation,  his  purpose  to  ride  with  the  Lord 
Keeper  as  far  as  Ravenswood  Castle,  and  to  remaii 
there  for  a  day  or  two. 

"The  mercy  of  Heaven  forbid  I"  said  the  old  Wf- 
ing-man^  turning  as  pale  as  the  table-cloth  which  In 
was  foldmg  up. 

"And  why,  Caleb?"  said  his  master,  "why  A 
the  mercy  of  Heaven  forbid  my  returning  the  i 
Kecp<r's  visit?" 

"Oh,  sir!"  replied  Caleb-" O  Mr.  Edgar!  I  im 
your  ser\''ant,  and  it  ill  becomes  me  to  speak-hot  I 
am  an  nuld  ser\'ant— have  served  baith  your  ftthrr 
and  gudesire,  and  mind  to  have  seen  Lord  RanM 
your  great-grandfather— 4)ut  that  was  when  I  wm  i 
bairn." 

"  And  what  of  all  this,  Balderstone  ?"  said  the  Bbf> 
tcr;  "what  can  it  possibly  have  to  do  with  my  paf- 
ing  some  onii nary  civility  tn  a  neighbour  f' 

^'  O  Mr.  Edgar,- that  is,  my  lord !"  answered  till 
butler,  "your  ain  conscience  tells  you  it  isna  for  yoor 
fathers  son  to  be  neighbouring  wi'  the  like  o'  hin^-it 
iflna  for  the  credit  oJT  the  family.  An  he  were  ann 
come  to  tttrms,  and  to  /sie  ye  bark  your  nin.  e'en 
though  ye  suld  honour  his  house  wi'  j-our  allianei^  I 
suldna  say  na— for  the  youpg  leddy  is  a  winsom 
sweet  creature— But  keep  your  ain  state  vri'  thenf-I 
ken  the  race  o'  them  weel— they  will  think  the  miir 
o'  ve." 

*"'  WTiy,  now;  you  go  farther  than  I  do,  CaleK"ni4 
the  Master,  drowning  a  certain  degree  of  cooKioas- 
ness in  a  forced  laugh ;  "  you  are  for  marrjing me  into 
a  family  that  you  will  not  allow  me  to  vist— how'i 
this  ?— and  you  look  as  pale  as  death  besides." 

" O,  sir,"  repeated  Caleb  again,  "you  wonld  bat 
laugh  if  1  tauld  it ;  but  Thomas  the  Rhymer,  whoM 
tongue  couldna  be  fause,  spoke  the  word  of  yflv 
hou.«e  that  will  e'en  prove  ower  true  if  you  go  to  Ra- 
venswood this  day— O,  that  it  should  e  er  have  bea 
fulfilled  in  my  time !" 

"And  what  is  it,  Caleb?"  said  Ravenswood,  wish- 
ing to  soothe  the  fears  of  his  old  servant 

Caleb  replied,  "he  had  never  reiH>ated  the  linn  » 
living  mortal— ihev  were  t'ild  to  him  by  an  auld  priest 
that  had  been  conff^snr  to  Lord  Allan's  father  what 
the  family  were  catholic.  But  mony  a  time,"  he  nil 
"  I  hac  souchc'd  the  dark  words  ower  to  mvsell,  andj 
wrll-a-day !  little  did  I  think  of  their  coming  nmu 
this  day."^ 

"Truce  with  tout  nonsense,  and  let  me  hwrihf 
doggerel,  which  has  put  it  into  your  head,"  said  thi 
Master,  impatiently. 

With  a  quivering  voice,  and  a  cheek  pale  with  ap- 
prehension, Caleb  faltere<l  out  the  following  linef  :- 

"  Wiicn  the  Init  Laird  of  Rarcniwood  to  Rareofwcod 

■hall  ruUf, 
And  woo  a  d(*n<i  maiden  to  bo  his  bride, 
He  flinll  Btablu  hiK  ftced  in  Iho  K«lpi«'i  flow. 
And  lii«  nium;  t'Unll  t>o  iofet  for  cvcnnoc !" 
"I  know  the  Kelpie's  fiow  well  enough  "said, thi 
blaster;  "I  sunposi;,  at  least^ou  mean  the  quicks 
sand  b<:twixt  this  tower  and  Wolf's  hope:  but  vhf 
any  man  in  his  senses  shotdd  stable  his  steed  ihm"^ 
O  never  spcer  ony  thing  about  that,  air— Gud  for* 
bid  we  should  ken  what  the  prophecy  means— bnl 
just  bide  >-ou  at  hanie,  and  let  the  stranifers  ride  u> 
Ravenf<woo<l  by  theiusc>lves.    Wc  have  done  enou&li 
for  them;  and  to  do  mair,  would  be.  mair  against  mi 
cio^it  of  the  family  than  m  its  favour." 

"  Well,  Cjileb,"  snid  the  Master.  "I  give  you  th« 
best  possible  credit  for  your  good  auvioeon  ihi» occa- 
sion :  but  as  I  do  not  go  lo  RaveiMwuod  to  b»k  s 
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biidf  dead^or  alive,  I  hope  I  shall  choose  a  better 
frame  for  my  horse  than  the  Kelpie's  quicksand,  and 
especially  as  I  have  always  had  a  particular  dread  of 
It  aiDce  the  patrol  of  dra^ioons  were  lost  there  ten 
years  sinc^  My  father  and  I  saw  th^  from  the 
tower  struggling  against  the  advancing  tide,  and  they 
were  lost  long  before  any  help  could  reach  them.*' 

**And  they  deserved  it  weel,  the  southern  loons  T' 
•aid  Caleb :  "  what  had  they  ado  capering  on  our 
sands,  and  mndering  a  wheen  honest  folk  frae  bring- 
ing on  shore  a  drap  brandy  1  I  hae  seen  them  that 
b jsf;  that  I  wad  hae  fired  the  auld  culverin,  or  the 
dennsaker  that's  on  the  south  bartizan  at  them  j)nly 
I  was  feared  they  might  burst  in  the  gan^g  on." 

Caleb's  brain  was  now  fully  engaged  with  abuse  of 
tk  3  English  soldiery  and  excisemen^  so  that  his  master 
foond  no  great  dimcuhv  in  escaping  from  him  and 
icjoining  his  giiests.  All  was  now  ready  for  then* 
departure;  and  one  of  the  Lord  Keepers  grooms 
bring  saddled  the  Master's  steed,  they  mounted  in 
ne  court-yard. 

Caleb  had,  with  nrnch  toil,  opened  the  double  doors 
of  the  outward  gate,  and  thereat  stationed  himself, 
endeavouring,  by  the  reverential,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  consequential  air  which  he  assumed,  to  supply, 
^  his  own  gaunt  wasted,  and  thin  person,  the 
absence  of  a  whole  baronial  establishment  of  porters, 
vanler^  and  liveried  menials. 

The  Keeper  returned  his  deep  reverence  with  a  cor- 
&d  farewell,  stooping  at  the  same  time  from  his 
borse,  and  sliding  mto  the  butler's  hand  the4«mime- 
ttdon,  which  in  those  days  was  always  given  by  a 
departing  guest  to  the  domestics  of  the  family  where 
be  had  r»e«i  entertained.  Lucy  smiled  oif  the  old. 
man  with  her  usual  sweetness,  bade  him  adieu,  and 
deposited  her  guerdon  with  a  grace  of  action,  and  a 
ffdideness  of  accent,  which  could  not  have  failed  to 
•  have  won  the  faithful  retainer's  heart,  but  for  Thomas 
the  Rhymer,  and  the  sucoeesful  lawsuit  against  his 
master.  As  it  was^  he  might  have  adopted  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Duke,  m  As  you  Like  it— 

"TiKm  woQldtt  have  better pl«iiMd  me  with  UUb  deed. 
If  thoa  hadst  told  me  oi  another  fkther." 
Ravens  wood  was  at  the  lady's  bridle-rein,  encou- 
raging her  timidity,  and  guiding  Her  horse  carefully 
down  the  rocky  path  which  led  to  the  moor,  when 
one  of  the  servants  announced  from  the  rear  that 
Caleb  was  calling  loudly  after  them,  desiring  to  spe«k 
Kith  his  master.  Ravenswood  felt  it  would  look  sin- 
gular to  neglect  this  summons,  although  inwardly 
coning  Caleb  for  his  impertment  omciousness; 
therefore  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  to  Mr.  Lock- 
bard  the  agreeable  duty  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
and  to  rideback  to  the  gate  of  the  court-yard.  Here 
06  was  bcqsiinning,  somewhat  peevishly,  to  ask  Caleb 
the  cause  of  his  clamour,  when  the  gooj.  old  man 
ezclahned,  "Whisht,  sir!  whisht,  and  let  mo  speak 
lost  ae  word  that  I  oouldna  sav  afore  folk—there"— 
(putting  into  his  lord's  hand  the  money  he  had  just 
Teceived)— "  there's  three  gowd  pieces— and  ve'U  w»nt 
siWer  upby  yonder— Bat  stay,  whisht  now  r—for  the 
Master  was  beginning  to  exclaim  against  this  trans- 
feienoe—**  never  say  a  word,  but  just  see  to  get  them 
flanged  in  ^e  first  town  ye  ride  through,  for  theiy  are 
bran  new  frae  the  mint  and  kenspeckle  a  wee  biL" 

"You  forget,  Caleb,*^said  his  master,  strivinj?  to 
loreeback  ue  money  on  his. servant,  and  extncate 
the  bridle  from  his  hold—"  Yoa  fbrg^  that  I  have 
MXDe  goU  pieces  left  of  my  own.  Keep  these  to 
Toursdf,  ray  old  friend ;  and,  once  more,  good  day  to 
Vou-  I  assure  you  I  have  plenty.  You  know  you  have 
n^^naged  that  our  hving  should  cost  us  little  or 
nchi^.** 

"  AweA,"  said  Caleb,  **  these  vidll  so«ve  for  yon  ano- 
werttmet  but  see  ye  hae  eneugh,  for,  doubtlees,  for 
we  credit  of  the  family,  there  maun  be  some  eivilitv 
*o  the  servants,  and  ye  maun  hae  something  to  mak 
a  thow  with  when  they  say,«MaBter,  vnll  you  bet  a 
""w  piece?  Then  ye  mailn  tak out  your  purse,  and 
^7, 1  carcna  if  I  do ;  and  tak  care  no  to  agree  on  the 
^^^  of  the  wager,  and  just  put  up  your  purse  again, 

H  This  is  intolerable.  Caleb— I  really  must  be  gone." 
Aadjrouwillgo  then  1"  said  Caleb,  looeuung  his 


hold  upon  the  Master's  cloak,  and  chandng  his  didac- 
tics into  a  patfletic  and  mournful  tone—"  And  you  viU 
§0,  for  a'  I  have  told  you  abqut  the  prophecy,  and  the 
ead  bride,  and  the  Keh>ie's  <iuicksaiia  7— Awed  t  a 
wilful  man  maun  hae  his  way— he  that  will  to  Cupar 
maun  to  Cupar.,  But  pity  of  vour  life,  si^  if  ye  be  fowl- 
ing or  shoonng  in  the  Park— beware  of  drinking  at  the 
Mermaiden's  well- — ^He's  gane  I  he's  down  the  path- 
arrow-flight  after  her !— The  h«ad  is  as  clean  taen  aft 
the  Ravenswood  family  this  day,  as  I  wad  chap  the 
headafTasybd!" 

The  old  butler  looked  long  after  his  master,  often 
cleanng  away  the  dew  as  it  rose  to  his  eyes,  that  he 
might,  as  long  as  possible,  distinguish  his  stately 
form  trom  those  of  the  other  horsemen.  "Close  to 
her  bridle-rem— ay,  close  to  her  bridle-rein  !-^ Wisely 
saith  the  holy  man,  *  By  this  also  you  may  know  ttiat 
woman  hath  dominion  over  all  men ;'— and  without 
this  lass  would  not  our  ruin  have  been  a'thegither 
fulfilled." 

With  a  heart  fraught  with  such  sad  auguries  did  , 
Caleb  return  to  his  necessary  dudes  at  Wolf's  Crag, 
as  soon  as  he  couM  no  longer  distinguish  the  object 
of  his  anxiety  amoqg  the  group  of  riders,  which 
^minished  in  the  distance. 

In  the  mean  un^e  the  party  pursued  their  route  joy- 
fully. Having  once  taken  his  resolution,  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood  was  not  of  a  character  to  hesitate  or 

Eause  upon  it.  He  abandoned  himself  to  the  pleasure 
e  felt  m  Miss  Ash  ton's  company,  and  displayed  an 
assiduous  gallantry,  which  approached  as  nearly  to 
gayety  as  the  temper  t)f  his  mind  and  state  of  his 
family  permitted.  The  Lord  Keeper  was  much  struek 
vnth  his  depth  of  observation^  end  the  imusual  im- 
provement which  he  had  derived  from  his  studies. 
Of  these  accomplishments  Sh-  William  Ashton's  pro- 
fession and  habits  of  society  rendered  him  an  excel- 
lent judge ;  and  he  well  knew  how  to  appreciate  a 
quality  to  which  he  himsdf  was  a  total  stranger, — the 
briet  and  decided  daundessness  of  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood's  disposition,  who  seemed  equally  a 
stranger  to  doubt  and  to  fear.  In  bis  heart  the  Lord 
Keeper  rejoiced  at  having  conciliated  an  adversaryso 
formidme,  whilc^  with  a  mixture  of  pleasure  and 
anxiety,  he  andcipated  the  great  things  his  young 
companion  mi^t  achieve,  wei^  the  breath  of  court- 
frivour  to  fill  his  sails. 

"  What  could  she  desire,"  be  thought,  his  mind  al- 
ways colouring  up  opposiuon  in  the  person  of  Lady 
Asnton  to  his  now  prevailing  w^sh— "  What  could  a 
woman  desh^  in  a  match,  mors  than  the  sopiiing  of 
a  very  dangerous  daim,  and  the  alliance  of  a  son-in- 
law,  noWe,  braver  well-gifted,  and  highly  connected- 
sure  to  float  whenever  the  tide  seta  his  way--8troiig, 
exacdy  where  we  are  weak,  in  pedigree  and  in  the 
temper  of  a  swordsman  1— Sure  no  reasonable  woman 
would  hesitate.— But,  alas  r— Here  his  argument  was 
stopped  by  (he  oonsciousDess  that  Ladv  Ashton  was 
not  always  reasonable,  in  his  sense  of  the  word.  "To 
prefer  some  clownish  Merse  laird  to  the  gallant  young 
nobleman,  and  to  the  secure  possession  of  Ravens- 
vrood  upon  terms  of  easy  compromise— it  would  be 
the  act  of  a  inad-woman  1" 

Thus  pondered  the  veteran  pohtician,  undl  they 
reached  Bitdebrains'  House,  where  it  had  been  pre- 
tiously  sctded  they  w^ne  ta  dine  and  repose  them- 
selv^  and  prosecute  their  journey  in  the  afternoon. 

Thgr  were  received  with  an  excess  ofhospitality  j 
aiul  the  most  marited  attention  was  offered  to  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  in  particular,  by  their  noble 
entertainers.  The  truth  was,  that  Lord  Bittlebraini 
had  obtained  his  peerage  by  a  good  deal  of  plausibility, 
an  art  of  bilMding  up  a  character  for  wisdom  upon  a 
very  trite  style  of  commonplace  eloquence,  a  sieady 
observation  of  the  changes  of  the  tunes,  and  the 
power  of  rendering  certain  polidcal  services  to  those 
who  could  beet  reward  them.  His  lady  and  he  not 
feeling  quite  easy  under  their  new  honours,  to  which 
use  had  not  adapted  their  feelings,  were  very  desirous 
to  procure  ^e  fraternal  countenance  of  those  who 
were  bom  denizens  of  tharegions  into  which  they  had 
been  exalted  from  a  lower  sphere.  The  extreme  at- 
tention which  they  paid  to  the  Ma&ter  of  Ravenswood 
had  its  usual  efiect  in  exalting  his  importance  in  th. 
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eyes  of  rlie  Lord  Keeper,  who,  although  ho  had  a  rca- 
ftjnable  tlc^rei*  of  coiitunipi  for  Lord^JJittlcbrains' 
gejit-rul  pnrts,  entertaiiit'd  a  hi^h  opinion  of  the  acute- 
iiosrt  of  his  .iiiil;;nn.nt  in  all  niiittirs  of  s>cll-in tores L 

"I  \vi-;h  L:uly  Asliton  had  socii  this,"  was  liis  in- 
ternal ntlrrtion  ;  "no  man  knows  so  wtil  au Bitile- 
hraihd  on  wiiicli  side  hid  bread  is  buttered;  and  he 
fuw'iis  on  the  iMastur  Hke  a  Ini^fKar's  messan  on  a 
cook.  And  niy  I:idy,  loo,  bringing  forward  her  bcetlc- 
browcl  niiss«:>«  to  skirl  and  play  upon  the  virginals, 
ns  if  sh'j  said,  pick  »id  i:hoo!je.  They  are  no  more 
coin|)nraI)le  to  Lucy  tiian  an  owl  id  to  a  cypiet,  and 
»)  they  may  carry  their  black  browa  to  a  fartlier 
market.'' 

The  oniortainment  being  ended,  our  travellers,  who 
had  sriil  to  measure  the  longest  part  of  their  journey, 
resnnird  iht  ir  horscs;  and  after  the  Lord  Ket^per,  ihe 
Master,  and  the  domestics,  hnd  dnmk  Joch-an-dor- 
ro.-h,  or  tho  stirrup-cup,  in  the  liquors  adapted  to  their 
-ario'.is  ranks,  the  cavalcade  resumed  its  profjross. 

Ii  was  dark  by  the  time  they  entered  the  avenue  of 
Kaveriswood  Casde,  a  long  straight  line  hading  di- 
rectly to  the  front  of  the  house,  flank«.-d  with  huge 
eUn-rrefs,  which  sighed  to  the  night-wind,  as  if  they 
coiiipas-Honatod  the  hoir  of  their  ancient  proprietors, 
who  now  returntHl  to  their  shades  i.n  the  society,  and 
nlmo.st  in  the  n;tinue,  of  their  new  master.  Some 
feeliuu:s  of  the  same  kind  oppressed  the  mind  of  the 
Maaii-r  himself.  He  gradually  became  pilont,  and 
dropped  n  lit  tit;  behind  the  lady,  at  whose  bridle-rein 
he  had  hitherto  waittrd  with  such  devotion.  He  well 
recollected  the  period,  when,  at  the  same  hour  in 
the  evi.'ning,  he  had  accompanied  his  father,  as 
tiiat  nobleman  h'fl,  never  a^^ain  to  return  to  it,  the 
mansion  from  which  he  derived  his  name  and  title. 
The  exti-nsive  front  of  the  old  castle,  on  which  he  re- 
memberid  having  often  lix)ked  back,  was  then  "as 
black  as  moumim;  weed."  The  same  front  now 
glanced  with  manyliuhts,  s<)me  throwing  far  forward 
into  the  mdit  a  fixed  and  staiionarvblaze^and  others 
Imrrving  from  one  window  to  another,  intnnating  the 
butfilo  nnfMnwy  jireparation  preceding  their  arrival, 
which  liiid  bt-en  intimated  by  an  avanl-courier.  The 
contrast  press«(l  so sironsjly  upon  the  Master's  heart, 
as  to  avvuken  some  of  the  stenuT  feelings  with  which 
he  had  biwn  accustomed  to  regard  the  new  lord  of  his 
paternal  dotnnin,  and  to  impress  his  countenance  with 
an  air  (»fHevere  gravity,  wluin,  alighted  from  his  horse, 
he  atiyod  in  the  hall  no  longer  his  own,  surrounded  by 
the  nnnKTouM  mrnials  of  its  pR-scnt  owner. 

The  liord  Keeper,  when  about  to  welcome  him  with 
the  cordiality  which  tlieir  late  intercourse  seemed  to 
render  propt-r,  became  aware  of  the  change,  refrained 
from  his  purpose,  and  only  intimaietl  the  ceremony  of 
reception  by  a  deep  reverence  to  his  guest,  seeming; 
thus  delicately  to  share  the  feelings  which  prcdomi- 
nntrd  on  hib  brow. 

Two  nppf r  domestics,  bearing  each  a  huge  pair  of 
silver  candlesticks,  now  marshalliil  the  company  into 
a  hrL'i!  saloon,  or  withdrawing  room,  where  new  al- 
tera timiH  impressed  upon  Ravens  wood  the  superior 
wt:.ilih  of  the  pre8<nt  inhabitants  of  the  castle.  The 
monldt-nng  taoLstry.  which,  in  iiis  father's  time,  had 
half  covind  the  walls  of  this  stately  apartment,  and 
half  stnamctl  froni  them  in  tatters,  had  given  place 
to  a  complete  finishing  of  wainscot,  the  cornice  of 
whicli,  as  well  as  the  frames  of  the  various  coinpart- 
ni(  ?i!s,  were  ornamcnl.d  with  festoons  of  flowers 
am!  with  birtls,  whi<h.  thourjh  carver!  in  oak, seeme*!, 
such  was  the  art  of  the  ciiis..l,  actu.dlv  to  swell  their 
throats,  and  flutter  their  winifH.— Several  old  familv 
portraits  of  armed  heroes  of  the  house  of  Havenswoinf, 
toci'«her  with  a  suit  or  two  of  old  annoiir,  and  sonic 
niir.iary  wenpi>ns,  ha<l  given  place  to  those  of  King 
William  and  QuiHMi  Mary,  of  Sir  Thomas  Hope  ninl 
Lorrl  Stair.  twodistinimfsh«-<l  Scottish  kiwyers.  The 
pictures  of  the  Lord  Keeper's  father  and  mother  were 
nNo  to  be  so-^n;  the  latter,  sour,  shrewish,  and  s«)- 
leinn,  in  her  black  hood  and  close  pinners,  with  a  book 
of  devotion  in  her  hand;  the  former,  «>xhibting  b»?- 
nenth  a  black  silk  fieneva  cowl,  or  skull-can.  which 
M/rft' n.s  r]o»o  [0  the  head  as  if  it  had  biin  shaven,  a 
pinchfd,  ntvvifh,  pnritnnicnl  set  of  fcatnn*s.  terminat- 
m0  j/i  a  hungry,  reddutli,  peaked  beard,  forming  on 


the  whole  a  countenance,  in  the  expression  of  which 
iho  h>7x>crite  seemed  to  contend  with  the  niiaer  ani 
ihij  knavtr.  And  it  is  to  make  room  for  such  acai» 
crows  as  these,  thought  Ravenswood,  that  myanon- 
tors  have  been  torn  down  from  the  walls  which  cbw 
erected  !  He  looked  at  them  again,  and,  as  he  Iooka( 
lhi3  recollection  of  Lucy  Ashton  (for  she  had  not  eo- 
tcretl  the  apartment  with  them)  seemed  less  lively  io 
his  imagination.  There  were  also  two  or  three  Dutch 
drolleries,  as  the  pictures  of  Ostade  and  Tenieis  wt-re 
then  termed,  with  one  good  painting  of  the  Iialiaa 
f^c'iiool  There  was,  besides,  a  noble  full-length  of  tha 
Lord  Kec'per  in  his  robes  of  office,  placed  beside  hu 
l.-idy  in  silk  and  ermine,  a  haughty  beauty,  bearinjj  in 
her  looks  all  the  pride  of  the  House  of  Douglas,  frum 
^^hich  she  was  descended.  The  painter,  uotwiih- 
i^ininding  his  skill/overcome  by  the  reality,  or,  pcrliapa, 
froDi  a  supprc-ssi'd  sense  of  humour,  had  not  been  able 
to  give  the  husband  on  the  canvass  that  air  of  awful 
rule  and  right  supremacy.  w;hich  indicates  the  fiill 
ji'  ttflession  of  domestic  authority.  It  was  obvious,  it 
till.' first  glance,  that,  despite  mace  and  gold  friiga,  tha 
Lord  Keeper  was  somewhat  henpecked.  The  floor 
of  this  fine  saloon  was  laid  with  rich  carpets,  hu^t 
liri'S  blazed  in  the  double  chinmeys,  and  ten  silver 
!^r unces.  rcfiecling  with  their  bright  plates  the  lisht* 
wiiich  Uiey  supported,  made  the  whole  seem  as  onl- 
liant  as  day. 

"Would  you  choose  any  refreshment.  Master T* 
said  Sir  Wiuiam  Ashton,  not  unwilling  to  break  thi 
awkward  silence. 

He  n-ceived  no  answer,  the  Master  being  so  busilr 
cn^'aged  iu  marking  the  various  changes  which  baa 
tn ken  place  in  the  apartment,  that  he  hardly  heaid  the 
Lord  Keeper  address  him.  A  repetition  of  the  offer  ol 
r^^freshment,  with  the  addition,  tliat  the  family  meal 
>i  ould  be  presently  ready,  compelled  hid  attentioo, 
a  RiJ  reminded  liim,  that  he  acted  a  weak,  perhaps  evea 
a  ridiculous  part,  in  suffering  hims<>lf  to  be  ovcrooma 
by  the  circunistanees  iu  which  he  found  himself.  Ha 
compclUxl  himselfj  therefore,  to  enter  into  coOTep 
snfion  with  Sir  William  Ashton,  with  as  much  ap- 
pearance of  indilK'rence  as  he  could  well  command. 

"  Vou  will  not  be  surprised.  Sir  William,  that  I  am 
interested  in  the  changes  you  have  made  for  the  betta 
ill  this  apartment,  in  my  father's  time,  after  our 
misfortunes  compelled  him  to  live  in  retirement,  it 
was  little  used,  except  by  me  as  a  play-niom.  when 
the  weather  would  not  permit  me  to  go  abroad.  la 
that  recess  was  my  little  workshop,  where  I  treasured 
the  few  carpenter's  tools  which  old  Caleb  procured  for 
inc.  and  taught  mo  how  to  use— there,  in  yonder  comer, 
under  that  handsome  silver  sconce.  I  kept  my  fishing- 
rods,  and  hunting  poles,  bows,  ana  arrows. 

"I  have  a«yuuiig  bu'kie,"  said  the  Lord  Keeps. 
wdling  to  change  tne  t<me  of  the  conversation,  ol 
much  the  same  turn— He  is  never  happy,  save  when 
he  is  in  the  field— I  wonder  he  is  not  liere.— HeitL 
Lockhard— st^nd  William  Shaw  for  Mr.  Henr>— 1 
g^Lipposc  he  is,  as  usual,  tied  to  Lucy's  apron  sirinff- 
rhnit  fo<>h3h  girl,  Master,  draws  the  whoU  family  alia 
hi  r  at  her  pleasure." 

r.ven  this  allusion  to  his  daui;hter,  thoiisrh  artfully 
thrown  out,  did  not  recall  Ravenswood  from  his  own 
toTiic.^ 

"Wo  were  qbliirrd  to  leave,"  he  said,  "  some  armour 
and  portraits  in  this  apartment— may  1  ask  where  iW 
have  been  removetl  to?" 

^  **  Why,"  answered  the  Keeper,  with  some  hesitation. 
^'  the  room  was  fitted  up  in  our  abs<;ncc— and  ccdunt 
onna  tonoB,  is  the  maxim  of  lawyers,  you  know— I 
am  afraid  it  has  b<*en  here  somewhat  too  literally 
r.xnplietl  with.  I  hope— I  believe  they  are  safe— 1  am 
.-id re  I  gave  orders— may  I  hoi>e  that  when  they  art 
recovered,  and  put  in  proper  order,  vou  will  do  me  tha 
hunour  to  a<'cej)t  them  at  my  hand,  as  an  atonemnU 
for  their  accidental  derangement  7" 

The  Master  of  Ravt'nswood  bowed  siiflly,  and, 
Willi  folded  aruLs,  again  resumoa  his  survey  of  ilM 
n>iiin. 

Henrj',  a  spoilt  hoy  of  fifteen.  Ivurst  into  the  room, 
and  ran  up  tn  his  father.  ''Thi^ik  of  T-ucy,  [tapa; 
phi^  ha«»  come  home  so  cross  am 4  so  fractious,  tnat 
I  &Ui2  wi\i  uoV  ij^o  di^^Mti  \A  \U&  «\a.UlA  to  see  my  nv« 
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TH£  BRIDE  OF  LAMMSRMOOR. 


Saflo 


that  Bob  Wilson  brou£^t  from  the  Mafl  of 


Joway. 

'I  think  3ro#were  very  unreaaonable  to  aak  her, 
aaid  the  Keeper. 

"Then  you  are  as  cross  as  she  is,"  answered  the 
boy;  "but*  when  mamma  cames  home,  she'll  claw  up 
bothyour  mittens." 

**Hush  your  impertintecc,  you  little  forward  imp  I" 
•aid  his  father ;  "  where  is  your  tutor  f* 

•  Gone  to  a  wedding  at  Dunbar-I  hope  he'll  get  a 
haggis  to  his  dinner*,  and  he  began  to  sing  the  old 
Scottish  BOQgt 

**  TlMre  was  a  haoia  in  Diinbar.  x 

Fal  de  ru,  tec 

Mony  bettar  and  few  waur. 

Fai  d«  ral,'*  *c. 

"I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Cordery  for  his  at- 
tentions" said  the  Lord  Keeper ;  "  and  pray  who 
bas  had  the  charge  of  you  while  I  was  away,  Mr. 
HennrT' 
"Gorman  and  Bob  Wilson— forby  my  own  self." 
'*A  groom  and  a  gamekeeper,  ami  your  own  silly 
•etf-proper  guardians  for  a  young  advocate !— Why, 
Touwill  never  know  any  statutes  but  those  against 

ihooting  red-deer,  killing  salmon,  and  " 

**  Andspeaking  of  red-game,"  said  the  young  scape- 
trace,  interrupting  his  father  without  scruple  or  hesi- 
tation. **  Norman  nas  shot  a  buck,  and  I  showed,  the 
bnmcnes  to  Lucy,  and  she  says  they  have  but  eight 
tynes ;  and  she  says  you  killed  a  deer  with  Lord  BitUe- 
brains^  hounds,  when  you  were  west  away,  and  do 
yoQ  know,  she  says  it  had  ten  tynes— is  it  true  1" 

"  It  may  have  had  twenty,  Henry,  for  what  I  know : 
bnt  if  you  ji^  to  that  genUeman,  he  can  tell  you  all 
about  It— Go  speak  to  him,  Henry— it  i^  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood." 

While  they  conversed  thus,  the  father  and  son  were 
Btantiing  by  the  fire;  and  the  Master  having  walked 
towards  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment,  stood  witb 
his  back  towards  thern^  apparentiv  engaged  in  ex- 
amining one  of  the  paintings.  The  boy  ran  up  to  him, 
and  pulled  him  by  tne  skirt  of  the  coat  with  the  free- 
dom of  a  spoilt  child,  saying, "  I  say,  sii^-if  you  please 
to  tell  me  "^— but  when  the  Master  turned  round,  and 
Henry  saw  his  face,  he  became  suddenly  and  totally 
disconcerted— walked  two  or  three  steps  backward, 
and  still  gazed  on  Ravenswood  with  an  air  of  fear 
and  wonder,  which  had  totally  banished  from  his  fea- 
tares  their  usual  expression  of  pert  vivacity. 

"Come  to  me^  young  gentleman,"  said  the  Master, 
"  and  I  will  tell  you  alfl  xnow  about  the  hunt." 

"Goto  the  gentleman,  Heniy,"  said  his  father; "  you 
are  not  used. to  be  so  shy." 

But  neither  invitation  nor  exhortation  had  any  effect 
on  the  boy.  On  the  contrary,  he  turned  round  as  soon 
as  be  had  completed  his  survey  of  the  Master,  and 
walking  as  cautiously  as  if  he  had  been  treading  upon 
eggs,  he  gtided  back  to  his  father,  and  pressed  as  closo 
tohim  as  possible.  Kifvenswood,  to  avoidhearing 
me  dispute  betwixt  the  father  and  the  over-indulged 
boy,  thought  it  most  polite  to  turn  his  face  once  mon^ 
towards  Sie  pictures,  and  pay  no  attention  to  what 
thevsaid. 

*;Why  do  vou  not  speak  to  the  Master,  you  little 
fcoiy  said  the  Lord  Keeper. 

.  I  am  afraid,"  said  Henry,  m  a  very  low  tone  of 
▼oice. 

"Afraid,  you  goose T'  said  his  father,  giving  him 
»  sl.ighi  shake  iby  the  collar,— "What  makes  you 

-_ "  What  makes  him  so  like  the  picture  of  Sir  Maliso 
Ravenswood,  then  7"  said  the  boy,  whispering. 

What  picture,  you  natural?*'  said  his  fiather.  "I 
••ed  to  think  you  only  a  scape-grace,  but  I  believe  you 
wul  turn  out  a  born  idiot" 

I  tell  you  it  is  the  picture  of  old  Malise  of  Raveos- 
^[^  and  he  is  as  like  it  as  if  he  had  loupen  out  of 
the  canvass ;  and  it  is  up  in  the  old  Barons's  hall  that 
the  maids  launder  the  clothes  in,  and  it  has  armour, 
tnn  not  a  coat  like  die  gentleman— and  he  has  not  a 
P?vti  and  whiskers  like  the  picture— and  it  has  another 
FJ^d  of  thing  about  the  throat,  and  no  band-Btiings  aa 


"And  why  ^odd  not  tho  i^tlemto  be  like  hii 
ann?3tof,  you  eill^  boy  7*'  said  tne  Lon!  XttT^fT. 

"  Ay:  but  \f  ht  ia  come  to  chase  us  all  out  of  the 
tastli?j^^  said  the  boy,  "and  haw  twenty  man  at  hi* 
back  in  dif^uiee — nnd  is  come  to  sav,  with  a  hollow 
voice,  liiidt  mv  /r we— ami  ia  TO  kill  vouorj  ihf^  tiesnlt 
as  Malisae  did  um  other  mati^  and  whose  blcod  is  stiU 

"Hush!  nonGensel^'  said  the  Lord  Keeper^  not 
liim&tlf  much  pltaeed  to  ht^ArtJiriH?  disaFTffrable  eoin- 
cidenres  tovtxd  on  hip  notice —**  Master,  hex^  conief 
Lockhard  to  say  supTJer  ia  fiervcd." 

And,  at  ihc-  pa  me  inirtant,  Lucy  entefipd  at  another 
door^ h ttv iiig  cha ngi*d  imt drese  ainca hit  retii m .  Th# 
exquisite  fisminine  beniuy  of  her  cownttnance^  now 
^hadfd  only  by  a  profluiion  of  Bitriny  insiscji:  thfl 
flvTph-like  ftinn  distncumbeiwl  of  her  heavy  Kijinjt 
fkirt,  autl  mantled  in  azure  i*ilk  j  the  cthco  of  her 
manner  and  of  ht^t  pmild,  clflAPcd*  VkHth  a  celemy 
winch  Mirpris^d  the  Moat<?r  hinistlf,  all  the  gloomy 
nnd  unfavourabk'  thoughts  vi'hich  had  for  ajini'  uma 
ovtrf:luuded  hie  fancy*  In  those  ft^aturt?!!,  so  simplf 
FWtoi,  he  could  trace  Tio  dI  lis  nee  with  the  pinr  hod 
-vi^ai^r  of  the  peak-lwnnitili  btack-capptd  puriran,  ol 
hi^  Mt arched  wiititTt'd  spoa^  with  the  craft  espfi^tiBed 
inXhtj  Lord  Kt-ept^f  6  counteiinncts  or  the  hriuishtinrfia 
uhich  pr^gininated  m  thai  of  his  Indy  j  nvn\  whik 
he  ifttzcd  on  Lucy  Aaiiion,  i?be  Bceji^ciJ  to  be  an  an^el 
de^cirncJiMi  oil  earth,  unatlii>d  to  the  coaracr  mortals 
nmoui^  whom  she  ddgned  to  dweO  for  a  scnsoa. 
tiach  is  the  r>ower  of  beauty  ovcir  a  yoadtfuj  and  ua* 
thfi&iastii;;  fancy. 
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Ane3  nruiL  nnt  thifik  but  ttiDft  a  E«r«nt't  \tWDt 
"  rtfi  i: 


vri»  moTf  ihu  hn^ytiif  ta  pom  Jtinti 

V\mn  Xhi  1iC4d  r»riditQb&diieDcy.  ^ 

Yv\  t'^Mun  leliM  lit,  pari^rrii  an?  «'«f  »»ci),  ' 

^Yh^.'  El  vf  i  t  h  ( mt  e  trie  i  a  f u  hi  Ihi^  f  ^o  J  iold  in  , 

Th^jT  cliilfl*  ciiR'4?hpB,  and  tinntrol  TJibI  Invi*, 

W|>kh  titfl  hlK^  t»ewur*di\ifKv  in^pin?  Ukem  wjili., 

Ti#  Hog  haik  Uftt  ilJj  pari 

The  feast  of  Ravenswood  Ga^^tle  was  ns  rerrmrk- 
nble  for  its  profitston,  a*  that  of  Wolf  *s  Cmgr  hod 
IfTcn  for  its  ill- veili'd  petiiir^^  The  Lorxi  Kd^pet  mi  phi 
f^-el  interniil  ^^ridc  at  (he  contmat,  hut  he  had  too  ro«ch 
tint  to  syitXer  it  to  npin-fir.  On  the  contrnrv,  he  p^e^em^^d 
Tfi  renieuibT  with  nteaauro  what  he  c*tftd  Mr.  Bnl- 
dtrsiorie's  bachelor  b  incal.  and  to  be  rathdr disgusted 
ihfjn  pleased  with  ihi;  display  uimn  hi«o¥rti  groontng 

"  VVt'  do  these  things*'  h^  «ftid,  *'  he<rauM  othera  do 
thrm—bni  I  was  bred  n  plain  man  Bt  my  fathei^e  ftu* 
ynl  tabkt,  ond  I  iihould  like  well  would  my  wifi?  nisj 
fritMiiy  permit  me  fo  return  to  my  90 wens  and  my 
potjr-man-of-muiion."*  .     ,     ^.      ,,  * 

Til  is  was  n  littJtJ  nver^tretchrd*  The  Mostcr  only 
tinjswereri,  "That  difleTtnl  rtinki*— 1  mean/*  ^aid  he, 
correct  rnc  him  self,  "difll^rent  dc«Te<^s  of  wealth  re- 
qiiin  a  ddTerciil  srylo  of  houftekeepinR." 

This  dry  remark  put  a  §[op  10  furthflr  oonv«TB«(ioii 
on  tW  BUD>ct,  nor  i»  it  nec^JBentr  to  record  that  which 
was*  liults t! t u led  i n  its  p I oco.  The  even im>  wae  *Tf  n ( 
wUh  fncdom,  imd  even  conhaliTv^  and  Htnrv  had 
so  fur  overcome  hia  first  appreheliwonev  ihni  be  had 
settled  a  pnrty  for  cjiuftiiiR  a  a  tag  with  the  repiraco- 
fiitive  end  livmR  rijw^mblance  of  ffrim  Sir  Malise  o| 
Haven? wood,  called  the  Rf-vpngFr.  The  niiJtt  mom* 
injj  \\ii<i  the   appointed   tmu\    It  m»e  upon  tictive 

•  Til*  blu'le  tjoiw  or  h  AhotiliSbr  of  muitoD  ii  FaJliil  (n  Scfltj 
liuirl  "a  ™-(jr  imti"  oit  in  wm*  part*  uf  Eofl^And  it  H  Ivrnii^ 
"  n  m>ur  kniplit  of  \Vitni*or  j'*  U)  eoouwi,  H  mwi  hm  pre^uuisdj 
to  lU  hiironiBt  Si  J  LuiTf  Tt  \m  mI4,  tlutJ  m  lUo  Istt  ■»  ftu  otJ 
Scniu^h  pcfr,  whowi  ronditiow  (iiowb  of  iJi«  ntoai  fmOr)  w*-™ 


ifi  L-titnloffl  fltteiwljrif  Parlifcrncnt,    Tli*  nm- 


TliA  nitijint  u(  thd  l3ijl«l 

wbiicd  oti  bim  b.\  PjiiJuwrBTP  ili«?  eunt* nJ*  or  fn*  u<  l|  *|o.k<>4 
lBrdl*T,  yo  BA  Li>  ondMirtiUrlg  tulcn  nj0at»tSlHJ?  wlsirh  ml  rill  •nil 
hit  itmnUte.     ''  I  tlunll.  lfllntt->T(i."  KHJ  tiw  lOriJihm      i^nr  up 

wlnrti  lu"  (md  ftw^n^d  hia  »*rjni  and  fB^immyimm^    »  U\m% 
t  rouM  cut  urnoiwl  of*  fic^?'  JP" V'u  t^ 
h(ivinjnoduumihiilhi*?ifffE«*iite  ^    , 

it\  tim  UtkUt  (»r  vMtmt  &  i^t^  ^^  ^  mmni,  u  liil^ 


ip  trirc.f 
tnlR^f^  S« 
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•portsmrn  and  wicrf-ssful  sport.  The  Bcinquct  came 
in  t'ourw;  nnl  u  pnesinjj  invitation  to  !arr>'  yet  ano- 
ther dny  was  ;::ivi  ii  and  accepted.  This  Raven swood 
hud  n-MiKiil  should  be  the  In.^t  of  his  stay;  hut  he 
recollLcitri  he  had  not  yet  visited  the  ancient  and 
devotoil  ^fon'ant  of  his  house,  old  Alice,  and  it  was  but 
kinil  t«^  d'  tlii^at>.  one  morning  to  the  gratification  of 
eoancii.-nr  an  adhrreni. 

To  visit  Alice,  therefore,  a  day  was  devoted,  nnd 
Lncy  wji:#  the  Master  a  jni.de  ur»on  the  way.  Henry', 
It  is'truo.  uecoiiipaiiif^l  them,  and  took  from  their  walk 
the  air  of  .1  tOic^'-k-te'te,  while,  in  reality,  it  was  little 
else,  consider! n::  the  variety  of  circumstances  which 
occurred  lo  i)revent  the  boy  from  giving  the  least 
attention  (0  what  passefl  betwct-n  his  companions. 
Now  a  rook  setik-d  on  a  branch  wiiliin  shot— anon  a 
harecrDS.*-!!  their  path,  atuJ  Henry  and  his  grej'hound 
wtnt  astray  in  pursuit  of  it— then  ho  had  to  hold  a 
loi.i;  conv<  rsatioii  with  the  forester,  which  detained 
liiin  M  while  bi  hind  his  companions— and  again  he 
went  tu  examine  the  earth  of  a  bad;;er,  which  corned 
him  on  a  i;ood  way  before  thiin. 

Til'.-  cuiiverMuion  betwixt  the  blaster  and  his  sister, 
m^  ni  while,  took  an  intcreiitins,  and  almost  a  confi-. 
dunt^al  fiirn.  Hhe  could  not  help  mentioning  her 
sense  of  the  pain  he  must  feel  in  visiting  streries  so 
yWvW  known  to  him,  beariiiK  now  an  aspect  so  dif- 
f Tiiit ;  and  so  pentiv  was  her  sympathy  expressed, 
that  Ravensvyood  felt  it  for  a  moment  as  a  full  re- 
quital of  nil  his  Tiiisfortimes.  Some  such  sentiment 
escaped  him,  which  Lucy  heard  with  more  of  eonfu- 
Piou  than  di?pleasure;  and  she  may  be  for:?ivcn  the 
iniprud'MCL-  of  li.»-lenin«  to  such  lan.ifiiaL'f,  considering 
tint  the.  siuintiun  in  which  phe  was  "placed  by  her 
fiitiii  r  .•>••  ciii-d  to  authorize  Raven^wond  tD  use  it. 
Y»  t  «')»:  male  an  etiort  to  turn  the  convt-rsation,  ond 
she  Miei«xdi-d ;  for  the  Master  also  had  advancr-d 
farther  than  he  intended,  and  his  conscience  had 
in.«tiinily  chi-eked  him  when  he  found  himself  on  the 
v«  ri'e  of  speaking  of  love  to  the  dauyh^er  of  Sir  Wil- 
ham  Ash  ton. 

'J'lu  y  now  npproachcfl  the  hut  of  old  Alice,  which 
had  of  late  been  n.ndered  more  comfDrtable,  and  pre- 
,  sen  ted  an  appearance  less  picturesque,  perhaps,  but 
far  n-atiT  than  l>efore.  The  old  woman  was  on  her 
aecustoniKl  seat  iM'neath  the  weeping  birch,  baskinf?, 
with  the  listless  enjoyment  of  aw  and  infirmity,  m 
the  l>i:ams  of  the  uiitumn  sun.  At  the  arrival  of  nor 
visitiirs  she  nirned  her  head  towar^ls  them.  "I  hear 
your  step,  Miss  Ashton,"  she  said,  "but  the  gentle- 
man wlio  attends  you  is  not  my  lonl,  your  father." 

"  .And  why  should  you  think  so,  Alice  ?"  said  Lucy ; 
"or  how  is  it  p<>:?*jible  for  you  to  jinlge  .eo  accurately 
by  the  sound  of  a  step,  on  this  firm  earth,  and  in  the 
open  air?' 

"  My  licarim?,  my  child,  has  been  sharpened  by  my 
blindness,  and  I  can  now  draw  conclusions  from  tht- 
filiuhicst  sounds,  which  formerly  reached  my  ears  as 
,  n!iheedi;d  as  they  now  apjiroach  yours.  Necessity  is 
a  stern,  but  an  excellent  school  mist  re.*(s,  and  she  tnat 
has  lost  her  sii;ht  must  collect  her  information  fix>m 
other  smsrces." 

"Wrll,  you  hear  a  man's  step,  I  grant  it,"  said 
Luev :  "  but  why.  Aliec,  may  it  not  be  my  father's  7" 

"  The  pa(  e  of  a.a^«,  my  love,  is  timid  and  cautious 
—the  foot  takes  leave  of  the  earth  slowly,  and  is 
planted  down  upon  it  with  hesitation ;  it  is  the  hasty 
and  derennined  step  of  youth  that  I  now  hear,  and-^ 
could  I  give  credit  to  so  strange  a  thought— I  should 
■av  it  was  the  step  of  a  Ravenswood." 

^*  This  is  indoeil,"  siid  Ravenswood,  "  an  acutcness 
of  organ  which  I  could  not  have  credited  had  I  not 
witness«xl  it.— I  am  indeed  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood,  Alice— the  son  of  your  old  master." 

"  Vou  ?*'  said  the  old  woman,  with  almost  a  scream 
of  surprise -'*  you  the  Master  of  Ravenswood— hero 
in  this  place,  and  thus  accompanied  7^ — I  cannot 
believe  it  —Let  me  i>ass  my  old  Band  over  your  face, 
that  mv  toiiirli  moy  besur  witness  to  my  ears." 

The  Master  sate  down  beside  her  on  the  earthen 
bank,  and  permitted  her  to  touch  his  features  with 
Iter  rrvmbUnt!  h.md. 

'  "Itifiipdiit^ .'"  she  said,  "it  is  the  fcaturca  aa  wcH 
M9  the  voice  of  Havenawood—the  high  lines  of  piide, 


r  as  well  as  the  bold  and  haughty  tone.— Rut  whatte 
you  here,  Master  of  Ravenswood  ?— what  do  yonii 
vour  enemy's  domain,  and  in  comiMiny  with  b 
bhild?" 

As  old  Alice  spoke,  her  face  kindled,  as  proUbi) 
that  of  an  ancient  feudal. vassal  mi^dit  have  done  in 
whose  preflt;ncc  his  youtnfal  iieire-loni  had  :^iuved 
some  symptom  of  dt^eiieratin^  from  the  spirit  of  Ul 
ancestors. 

"The  Masur  of  Ravenswood,"  said  Lucy,  wliolikid 
not  the  tone  of  this  expostulation,  and  wrtsde.'uruusto 
abridLN*  it,  "is  upon  a  >Hwit  to  my  father." 

"  Iiideed  !"  said  the  old  blind  woman,  in  an  acceat 
of  Piirnrise. 

"  I  knew,"  continue*]  Lucy,  "  I  should  do  him  t 
I>!easiire  by  conduetins  him  to  j'onr  cottage." 

"Wh(;re,  to  say  tlie  truth,  Alicx,"  said  Ravens 
wof »ri,  "  I  fcxpcctul  a  more  cordial  reception." 

"It  is  most  wonderful !''  said  the  oli  1  woman,  nm^ 
tering  to  herself;  "but  the  ways  of  Heaven  areoiH 
like  our  ways,  and  its  iudginenrs  are  biuu^rlit  abuat 
by  means  far  beyontf  our  fathoming. — He.trko^ 
young  man,"  she  tsaiil;  "your  fathers  wen-  i:iipti- 
cable^  but  they  wen-  liuiiouraMe  foes ;  thoy  sought 
not  to  niin  their  enemies  under  the  mask  of  ho»> 
tality.  What  have  you  to  do  with  Lucy  Ashton 'P 
why  should  your  steps  move  in  the  same  footpath 
with  hers  ?— why  should  your  voice  sonml  in  tin  sam 
chord  and  time  with  those  of  Sir  Wilham  Ashioirt 
daughter  ?— Young  man,  hu  wlio  aims  at  revtngebf 
dishonourable  means" 

"  He  silent,  woman  I*'  said  Ravenswood,  sternly | 
"is  it  the  devil  that  prompts  your  voice?— Know 
that  this  young  lady  has  not  on  earth  a  friend,  who 
woulrl  venture  farther  to  save  her  froui  injury  or  from 
insult." 

"And  is  it  even  so?"  said  the  oM  woman,  in  n 
aher-.-fl  but  melancholy  tone—"  Then  God  help  jn 
both!" 

''Amen  I  Alice,"  said  Lucy,  who  had  not  coinp» 
bended  the  import  of  what  the  blind  woman  hid 
hinre<l,  "and  send  you  your  s<^nses.  Alien.',  and  \im 
good-humour.  If  you  hold  this  mysterious  lauuuan 
instead  of  welcoming  vour  friends,  they  will  thiukoi 
y(m  as  other  people  do."^' 

"And  how  do  other  people  think?"  said  Ravesfr 
wood,  for  ho  also  began  to  believe  the  old  woiutt 
spoke  with  incoherence. 

"They  think,"  said  Hen r>' Ashton,  whocameupit 
that  moment,  and  whispered  into  Ravenswood'*  eifi 
"  that  she  is  a  witch,  that  should  have  lieen  burned 
with  them  that  suffered  at  Haddington." 

"What  is  that  you  say?"  said  Alice,  turning  KH 
wards  the  boy,  her  sigh  tires  visage  inHaini^  with 
passion;  "that  I  am  a  witch,  and  ouuht  10  ha\'a 
suf)ereel  with  the  helpless  old  wretches  who  wen 
munk're-d  at  ILiddington  7" 

"  Hear  to  that  now,"  again  whispered  Henrj',  "and 
me  whispe-ring  loweT  than  a  wien  checf)s  !*' 

"  If  the  usurer,  and  the  oppressor,  and  the  grinder 
of  the  |)oor  man's  face,  and  the  reiiiove*r  of  ancieni 
land-marks,  and  the  sub  vert  er  of  aneient  houseii 
were  at  the  same  stake  with  me,  I  could  say,  light 
the  fire,  in  Clod's  name!" 

"This  is  dreadful,"  said  Lucy;  "I  have  never  seen 
the  poor  deserti'd  woman  in  this  state-  of  mind;  bat 
age  and  poverty  can  ill  bear  repmach.— Come.  HeniT, 
we  will  leave  her  fe»r  the  prest-ni— she  wisli'S  to  spett 
with  the  Master  alone.  We  will  walk  Vomeward, 
and  rest  us,"  she  addefl,  looking  at  Ruveiiswood. 
"by  the  Mcrmaiden's  Well." 

And  Alice,"  said  the  boy,  "if  you  know  of  any 
hare  that  comes  through  among  the  de'cr,  and  uiakef 
them  drop  their  calves  out  of  season,  you  may  teu 
her,  with  my  coinphments  to  command,  thai  if  Noi^ 
man  has  not  got  a  silver  bullet  ready  forhtT,  1*11  lend 
him  one  of  my  double-buttons  on  purpose." 

Alice  made  no  answer  till  she  was  aware  that  Um 
sister  and  brother  were  out  of  hearing.  She  (bn 
said  to  RavcJiswood,  "  And  you,  too,  arc  angrj'  uith 
mr  for  inv  love?— it  is  just  that  strangers  should  bc 
otfendrfl,  "but  you,  too,  are'  angry  !" 

"I  am  not  angTY^^AHcCj"  suid  the  Master,  "onh 
»urpi\aed  \\v(i,l  '^oSi,  v<W^«  vfwA  %eKiM  1  have  heaii 
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m  often  mdsad,  flfaoold  givs  way  to  ofivnahre  and 
tnfiMmdea  suspicions." 

^Oflennvel"  said  Alicfr-'"Ay.  truth  is  ever  ofien- 
ehre — but,  surely,  not  unfounded/' 

**!  tell  you,  dame,  moat  groundlesar"  replied  Ra- 
venewood. 

'^Then  the  world  has  changed  its  wont,  and  the 
RsTenswoods  their  hereditary  temper,  and  the  eyee 
of  Old  AHce's  imderatandingare  yet  more  blind  than 
those  of  her  countenance.  When  did  a  Ravenswood 
seek  the  house  of  his  enemy,  but  with  the  puipoae 
of  revenge? — and  hither  are  you  come.  Edgar  Ra- 
▼enswooo,  either  in  fatal  anger,  or  in  atul  more  fatal 
love." 

"In  neither,"  said  Ravenswood,  ^I  give  yon  mine 
honour — ^I  mean,  I  assure  you." 

Alice  oould  not  see  his  blushing  cheek,  but  she 
noticed  his  hesitation,  and  that  he  retracted  the 
l^ed^  vfhich  he  seemed  at  first  disposed  to  attach 
10  hys  denial. 

"It  is  so,  then,"  she  said,  "  and  therefore  she  is  to 
tarry  by  the  Mermaiden's  Well !  Often  has  it  been 
caUed  a  place  fatal  to  the  raceof  Ravenswood— often 
has  it  proved  so— but  never  was  it  likely  to  verify  old 
aayiii^  as  much  as  on  this  day." 

^\  ou  drive  me  to  madness,  Alice,"  said  RaVens- 
wood ;  "  you  are  more  silly  and  more  superstitious 
than  old  Balderstone.  Are  you  such  a  wretched 
Christian  as  to  suppose  I  would  in  the  present  day 
levy  war  agtunst  the  Ashton  family,  as  was  the  san- 
guinary custom  in  elder  times  ?  or  do  you  suppose  me 
so  foohsh.  that  I  cannot  walk  by  a  young  ladv's  side 
without  plunging  headlongin  love  with  her?" 

"  My  thoughts."  replied  Alice, "  are  my  own ;  and 
if  my  inortaT  sight  is  closed  to  objects  present  with 
me,  It  may  be  lean  look  with  more  steadiness  into 
future  events.  Are  you  pr^ared  to  sit  lowest  at  the 
board  which  waa  once  your  father's  own,  unwillingly, 
as  a  connexion  and  ally  of  his  proud  successor  7-— 
Are  you  rc»dy  to  live  on  his  bounty—to  follow  him  in 
the  Bypaths  of  intrigue  and  chicane,  which  none  can 
better  point  out  to  vou— to  gnaw  the  bOnes  of  his 
prey  when  he  has  devoured  the  substance?— Can 
you  say  as  Sir  William  Ashton  save— think  as  he 
thinks— vote  as  he  votes,  and  call  your  father's 
murderer  your  worshipful  father-in-law  and  revered 
patron? — ^Master  of  Ravenswood,  I  am  the  eldest 
servant  of  your  house,  and  I  would  rather  see  you 
shrouded  and  coffined!" 

The  tumult  in  Ravenswood^s  mind  was  uncom- 
monly great;  she  struck  upon  and  awakened  a 
chord  which  he  \fhd  for  some,  time  successfully 
silenced.  He  strode  oackwards  ai^d  forwards  thro^ 
the  little*  carden  with  a  hasty  pace;  and  at  length 
checking  nimseU;  and  stopping  ria^t  opposite  to 
Alice,  he  exclaimed,  "Woman!  on  the  verge  of  the 
grave,  dare  you  urge  the  son  of  your  master  to  blood 
and  torevenjye?" 

"God  forbid P*  said  Alice  solemnly;  *'and  there- 
fore I  would  have  you  depart  these  fatal  bounds, 
"where  your  love,  as  wdl  as  your  hatred,  threatens 
•ore  miscWd^or  at  least  disgrace^  both  to  yourself 
^  others.  I  would  shield,  were  it  in  the  power  of 
mis  withered  hand,  the  Ashtons  from  you,  and  you 
trora  them,  and  both  fix>m  their  own  passions.  You 
can  have  nothing— ouj^t  to  have  nothing,  in  com- 
mon with  them—Begone  fix)m  among  them ;  and  if 
pod  has  desdned  vengeance  on  the  oppressor's 
house,  jlo  not  you  be  the  instrument." 
^-'  I  will  think  on  what  you  have  said,  Alice,"  said 
Ravenswood,  more  composedly.  "I  bdieve  you 
jnean  truly  and  faithfully  by  me,  but  yon  urge  the 
gcedom  of  an  ancient  domestic  somewhat  too  far. 
put  farewell :  and  if  Heaven  afTord  me  better  means, 
I  ynVi  not  fail  to  contribute  to  your  comfort." 

He  attempted  to  put  a  piece  of  gold  into  her  hand, 
wiueh  she  refiised  to  receive ;  and,  m  the  sli£^t 
Bffuggle  attending  his  ^nsh  to  fbrce  it  upon  her,  it 
"gM)ed  to  the  earth. 

Let  it  remain  an  instant  on  the  ground."  said 
Alice,  as  the  Master  stooped  to  raise  it :  "  and  beheve 
{^^  that  piece  of  gold  is  an  emblem  of  ner  whom  you 
"^e ;  she  it  as  precious,  I  grant,  but  you  must  stoop 
•^  to  abaiemeDt  before  you  can  win  her.  Former 


I  have  88  little  to  do  with  gold  aa  with  earthly  pat* 
akma ;  and  the  best  news  that  the  world  has  in  store 
for  me,  is,  that  Edgitr  Ravenswood  is  a  hundred 
milea  distant  from  the  seat  of  his  ancestors,  widi  ths 
determmation  never  againto behold  iu" 

**  Ahce,"  said  the  Master,  who  be^  to  think  this 
earnestness  had  some  more  secret  cause  than  arose 
from  any  thing  that  the  blind  woman  oould  have 
gathered  from  this  casual  visit,  "  I  have  heard  you 
praised  by  my  moth^  for  your  sense,  acuteness,  and 
ndehty:  you  are  no  fool  to  start  at  shadows,  or  to 
dread  old  8U9)er8titious  saws,  like  Caleb  Balderstone  i 
tell  me  distmctly  where  my  danger  lies,  if  you  are 
aware  of  anv  which  is  tending  towards  me.  If  I 
know  mjrself,  I  am  free  from  all  such  views  respect- 
ing Miss  Ashton  as  you  impute  to  me.  I  have  ne- 
cessary business  to  settle  with  Sir  William— that 
arranged,  I  shall  d^>art ;  and  with  as  little  wish,  as 
you  may  easilv  believ&  to  return  to  a  place  full  of 
melancholy  suojecta  of  reflection,  as  you  have  to  see 
me  here." 

Alice  bent  her  sightless  eyes  on  the  ground^  and 
was  for  some  time  plunged  m  deep  meditation.  "1 
will  speak  the  truth,"  she  said  at  length,  raising  up 
her  head—"  I  will  teH  you  the  source  of  my  apprsf 
hensiona  whether  my  candour  be  for  good  or  for  evil. 
—Lucy  Ashton  loves  you,  Lord  of  Ravenswood !" 

"  It  IS  impossible,"  said  the  Master. 

"A  thousand  circumstances  have  proved  it  to  me," 
replied  the  blind  woman.  "Her  thoughts  have  mmed 
on  no  one  else  since  you  saved  her  from  death,  and 
that  my  experiencedjudgment  has  won  from  her 
own  conversation.  Having  told  vou  this— if  you  are 
indeed  a  gentleman  and  your  fiitper's  son— you  will 
make  it  a  motive  for  flying  from  her  presence.  Her 
passion  will  die  like  a  lamp,  for  want  of  that  the 
name  should  feed  upon ;  but,  if  you  remain  here,  her 
destruction,  or  yours,  or  that  of  both,  will  be  the  inoa- 
table  consequence  of  her  misplaced  attachment.  1 
tell  you  this  secret  unwillingly,  but  it  could  not  have 
been  hid  long  firom  your  own  observation :  and  i  is 
better  yon  learn  it  from  mine.  Depart,  Master  of 
Ravenswood— you  have  ray  secret.  If  you  remain  an  " 
hour  under  Sir  WiUiam  Ashton's  roof  without  the 
resolution  to  marry  his  daughter,  you  are  a  villain— 
if  with  the  purpose  of  allying  yourself  with  him,  yen 
are  an  infatuated  and  predestined  fool." 

So  saving,  the  old  blind  woman  arose,  assumed 
her  staff,  and,  tottering  to  her  hut,  entered  it  and 
closed  the  door,  leaving  Ravenswood  to  his  owa 
reflections. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Lovelier  ia  tier  own  retired  abode 

than  Naiad  bj  tbe  lide 

or  Qrecian  brook -or  Ladj  of  Uie  Mere 
LoM  tittinf  by  the  ahoree  of  old  romance. 

WOBDSWOBTIL 

Turn  meditations  of  Ravenswood  were  of  a  very 
mixed  complexion.  He  saw  himself  at  once  in  the 
very  dilemma  ^ich  he  had  for  some  time  felt  appre- 
hensive he  might  be  placed  in.  The  pleasure  he  felt 
in  Lucy's  company  had  indeed  approached  to  fasci- 
•nation,  yet  it  had  never  alto^ther  surmounted  his 
internal  reluctance  to  wed  with  the  dauditer  of  his 
father's  foe ;  and  even  in  forgiving  Sir  William  Ash- 
ton the  izuuries  which  his  family  had  received}  and 
giving  him  credit  for  the  kind  intentions  he  profescwd 
to  entertain,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  contem- 
plate as  possible  an  alliance  betwixt  theu*  houses. 
Still  he  felt  that  Alice  spoke  truth,  and  that  bis  ho- 
nour now  required  be  should  take  instant  leave  ot 
Ravenswood  Castle,  or  become  a  suitor  of  Lucy  Ash- 
ton. The  possibiUly  of  being  rejected,  too.  should  he 
make  advances  to  her  wealthy  and  powerful  father- 
to  sue  for  the  hand  of  an  Ashton  and  be  refus«l~ 
this  were  a  consummation  too  diun^cefiil.  "  I  wisn 
her  well,"  he  said  to  himself,  "  and  for  her  sake  I  for- 

K've  the  injuries  her  father  has  done  to  my  houaa  i 
iC  I  wffl  never— no,  never  see  her  more  F' 
Wim  one  oitter  pang  he  adopted  this  resolutxm, 
just  as  ne  cabie  to  where  two  paths  parted ;  the  one 
to  the  MenMidMi's  Fotmtain,  when  he  knew  Lnty 
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WBitedhim,  the  other  leading  to  the  caitlebjr  another 
and  more  circidtDus  road.  He  pemed  an  ioatant 
wheii- about  to  take  the  latter  path,  thinkiiig  what 
apology  he  ehoutd  make  for  conduct  which  must 
needs  seem  extraordinary,  and  had  met  muttered  to 
himself.  **  Sudden  news  nt>m  EdinDumh'-any  pre- 
text Mnli  senre— only  let  me  dally  no  longer  here," 
when  younz  Henry  came  flying  up  to  him,  half  out  of 
hreatn— "  Master,  master,  you  must  g^ve  Lucy  your 
arm  back  to  the  castle,  for  1  cannot  give  her  muie; 
fiir  Norman  is  waiting  for  me,  and  Fam  to  go  with 
him ,  to  make  his  ring-walk,  and  I  wouU  not  atinr 
away  for  a  gold  Jacobus,  and  Lucy  is  afraid  to  walk 
home  alone,  though  all  the  wild  nowt  hare  been  shot, 
and  80  you  must  come  away  directly." 

Betwixt  two  scales  equally  loaded,  a  feather's 
weight  will  turn  the  scale.  **Jt  is  impossible  for  me 
to  leave  the  young  lady  in  the  wood  alone,"  said 
Raveiiswood ;  "  to  see  her  once  more  can  be  of  little 
ooasequenoQ,  after  the  frequent  meetings  we  have  had 
—1  ought,  too,  in  courtesy,  to  apprize  her  of  my  inten- 
tion to  auit  the  castk." 

And  having  thus  satisfied  himself  that  he  was 
taking  not  oiuy  a  wise,  but  an  absolutely  necessary 
step,  he  took  the  path  to  the  fatal  fountain.  Henry 
no  sooner  saw  him  op  the  way  to  join  his  sister,  than 
he  was  off  like  lightmng  in  another  direction,  to  enjoy 
the  society  of  the  forester  in  4heir  congenial  pursuits. 
Ravenswood,  not  allowing  himself  to  give  a  second 
thought  to  the  propriety  of  his  own  conduct  walked 
with  a  quick  step  towards  the  stream,  where  he  found 
Lucy  seated  alone  by  the  ruin. 

She  sate  upon  one  of  the  disjointed  stones  of  the 
ancient  fountain,  and  seemed  to  watch  the  progress 
sf  Its  current,  as  it  bubbled  forth  to  daylight,  in  gay 
and  sparkling  profusion,  from  imder  the  shadow  of 
the  ribbed  and  darksome  vault,  with  which  venera- 
tion, or  perhaps  remorse,  had  canopied  its  source..  To 
a  superstitious  eye;  Lucy  Ash  ton,  folded  m  her  plaided 
mantle,  with  her  long  nair,  escaping  partly  from  the 
snood  and  falling  upon  her  silver  neck,  might  have 
sn^^ested  the  idea  of  the  murdered  Nymph  of  the 
Fountain.  But  Ravenswood'  only  saw  a  female 
exquisitely  beautiful,  and  rendered  yet  more  so  m  his 
eyes— how  could  it  be  otherwise— oy  the  conscious- 
ness that  she  had  placed  her  affections  on  him.  As 
he  ga7.ed  on  her,  he  felt  Bis  fixed  resolution  melting 
like  wax  in  the  sun,  and  hastened,  therefore,  from  his 
concealment  in  the  neighbouring  thicks  She  saluted 
him,  but  did  not  arise  from  the  stone  on  which  she 
was  seated. 

**  My  mad-cap  brother."  she  said,  "has  left  me,  but 
I  expect  him  back  in  a  lew  minutes—for  fortunately, 
as  any  thing  pleases  him  for  a  minute,  nothing  has 
charms  for  him  much  longer." 

Ravenswood  did  not  feel  the  power  of  informing 
Lucy  that  her  brother  meditated  a  distant  excursion, 
and  would  not  return  in  haste.  He  sate  himsell 
down  on  the  grass,  at  some  little  distance  from  Miss 
Ashton,  and  both  were  silent  for  a  short  space. 

/*!  like  this  spot,"  said  Lucy  at  length,  as  if  she 
had  fcmnd  the  silence  embarrassing;  "the  bubbling 
murmur  of  the  clear  fountain,  the  waving  of  the  trees, 
tlie  profus'on  of  grass  and  wild-flowers,  that  rise 
amotig  the  ruins,  make  it  like  a  scene  in  romance.  ^  I 
think,  too,  I  have  heard  it  is  a  spot  connected  with 
theiegendary  lore  which  I  love  so  well" 

"It  has  been  thought,"  answered  Ravenswood,  "  a 
fatal  spot  to  my  family ;  and  I  have  some  reason  to 
term  it  so,  for  it  was  here  I  first  saw  Miss  Ashton— 
and  It  is  here  I  must  take  my  leave  ot  ber  for  ever." 

The  blood,  which  the  first  part  of  this  speech  called 
into  Lucy's  cheeks,  was  speedily  expelled  by  its  oon- 
elusioc 

"To  take  leave  of  us.  Master f  she  exekumed. 
"what  can  have  happened  to  hurry  you  away 7— I 
know  Alice  hates— I  mean  dislikes  my  fiithei^-and  I 
hardly  understoodher  humour  to-day.  it  was  so  mys- 
terious. But  I  am  certain  my  fother  is  -sinoerely 
gratefiil'  for  the  high  service  you  rendered  us.  Let 
tue  hope  that  having  won  your  friendship  haidly,  we 
•hall  not  lose  it  Ughtly. ' 

"Lose  it,  Miss  Ashton T'  said  the  Master  of  Ra- 
fenswood,--  Nor-wbeiever  my  fortune  caUs 


whatever  ahe  infliets  opMi  iiie*-4t  h  jnoor  it  i<Miil- 

your  sincere  friend,  who  acts  or  safiianB.  But  tlier<e 
a  fkteon  me,  and  1  must  go,  or  I  shall  add  the  ruin  < 
others  to  my  own." 

"  Yet  do  not  go  from  us,  Master^"  said  Lucy  x  aui 
she  laid  het  hand,  in  all  simplicity  and  kinilac« 
noon  the  skirt  of  his  cfoak,  as  if  to  detain  him — *"  ^V^o 
shall  not  part  from  us.  My  fat^r  is  cwwerful,  b«  ha 
firiends  that  are  more  so  than  mmseli— do  not  so  ti 
you  see  what  his  gratitude  will  do  for  yoo.  ^eliev 
me,  he  is  already  labouiing  in  your  behalf  with  th 
CoundL" 

"It  may  be  so."  said  the  Master,  pnradly ;  *'  yet  i 
is  not  to  your  father.  Miss  Ashton,  but  to  my  own  ex 
ertions,  that  I  ought  to  owe  success  in  the  canoer  oi 
which  I  am  about  to  enter.  My  preparations  an 
already  made— a  sword  and  a  cloak,  and  a  bold  faeari 
and  a  determined  hand." 

Lucy  covered  her  foce  with  her  hands,  and  the 
tears,  m  spite  of  her,  forced  their  way  between  faer 
fingers.  ''Forgive  me,"  said  Ravenswood,  taking 
her  right  handT  which,  after  slight  resistance,  she 
yielded  to  him,  still  continuing  to  shade  her  face  with 
the  left—"  I  am  too  rude— too  rough— too  intractable 
to  deal  with  any  being  so  soft  and  gentle  as  you  arv^ 
Forget  that  so  stem  a  vision  has  crossed  your  path 
of  liie— and  let  me  pursue  mine,  sure  that  I  can  meet 
with  no  worse  misfortune  after  the  moment  it  divides 
me  from  your  side." 

Lucy  wept  on,  but  her  tears  were  less  bitter.    Each 
attempt  which  the  Master  made  to  explain  his  pur- 

Sose  of  departure,  only  proved  a  new  evidence  oi  hi« 
esire  to  stay ;  until,  at  length,  instead  of  biddin^^  her 
farewell,  he  gave  his  faith  to  her  for  ever,  and  rec^ved 
her  troth  in  return.  The  whole  patoed  so  suddenly, 
and  arose  so  much  out  of  the  immediate  impulse  oi 
the  moment,  that  ere  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
could  reflect  upon  the  consequences  of  the  step  which 
he  had  taken^  their  lips,  as  well  as  their  hands,  had 
pledged  the  smcerity  of  their  affection. 

"And  now,"  he  said,. after  a  moment's  considera- 
tion, "it  is  fit  I  should  speak  to  Sir  William  Ashton 
—he  must  know  of  our  engagement  Ravenswood 
must  not  seem  to  dwell  under  his  rooC,  to  aoUcit  clan- 
destinely the  affections  of  his  daughter." 

"You  would  not  speak  to  my  father  on  the  sub- 
ject?" said  Lucy,  doubtingly;  and  then  added  mors 
warmly,  "  O  do  not— do  not  I  Let  your  lot  in  life  be 
determmed— your  station  and  purpose  ascertained, 
before  you  address  my  father ;  I  am  sure  be  loves  you 
—I  think  he  will  consent— but  then  my  mother !" 

She  paused,  ashan^ed  to  express  the  doubt  she  felt 
how  far  her  father  dared  to  form  any  positive  rcsolu* 
tion  on  this  most  important  subject,  without  the  con-     ' 
sent  of  his  lady. 

"Your  mother,  my  Lucy 7"  replied  Ravenswood, 
"she  is  of  the  house, of  Douglas,  a  house  that  has 
intermarried  with  mine,  even  when  its  glory  and 
power  were  at  the  hisdiest— what  could  your  mother 
object  to  my  alliance  7" 

"I  did  not  say  object,"  said  Lucy ;  "  but  she  is  Jea- 
lous of  her  rights,  and  may  claim  a  mother's  dtle  to 
be  consulted  in  the  first  instance." 

" Be  it  so,"  relied  Ravenswood ;  "London  is  dis- 
tant, but  a  letter  will  reach  it  and  receive  an  ans^ 
within  a  fortnight— I  will  not  press  on  the  Lorn 
Ke^er  for  an  instant  reply  to  my  proposal" 

"  But,"  hesitated  Lucy.  "  were  it  not  better  to  wait 
—to  wait  a  few  weeks  7—Were  my  mother  to  eet 
you— to  know  you— I  am  sure  she  would  approve; 
out  you  are  unacquainted  personally,  and  the  ancient 
foud  between  the  families" 

Ravenswood  fixed  upon  her  his  keen  daric  eyei^ 
as  if  he  was  desirous  of  penetrating  into  h^  very 
soul 

"  Lucy,"  he  said,  **  I  have  sacrificed  to  you  projects 
of  vengeance  longnursed,  and  sworn  to  with  ceremo- 
nies little  better  than  heathen— I  sacrificed  them  to 
your  image^  ere  I  knew  the  worth  which  it  represented. 
In  the  evening  which  succeeded  my  poor  father's  fune- 
ral, I  cut  a  lock  from  my  hair,  and,  as  it  consumed  in 
the  fire,  I  swore  that  my  rage  and  rfvenge  should  pat 
sue  his  enemies,  until  they  shriveued  before  me  iBu 
that  scordted-up  symbol  of  annihilrtion." 
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*^It  wms  a  deadly  sb,"  eaidLuoy,  tunung  pale^  **  to 
BUke  a  TOW  so  fetal.'* 

"  I  ackno wled£;e  it,"  eaid  Ravenswood,  *'  and  it 
Lad  been  a  Mrorse  crime  to  keep  it  It  was  for  your 
lake  that  I  abjured  these  purposes  of  vengeance, 
hough  I  scarce  knew  that  sucn  was  the  argument 
►y  which  I  -was  conquered,  until  I  saw  you  once  more, 
ind  became  conscious  of  the  influence  you  possessed 
)ver  me." 

"And  why  do  you  now,"  said  Lucy,  "recall  senti- 
nents  so  temble-'&entiments  so  inconsistent  with 
those  you  profess  for  me— with  those  your  importu- 
oitv  has  prevailed  on  me  to  acknowledge?" 

Because,"  said  her  lover,  "I  would  impress  on 
yoQ  the  price  at  which  I  have  bought  youf  love— the 
ri^t  I  hi^ve  to  expect  your  constancy.  I  say  not  that 
I  nave  bartered  for  it  the  honour  of  my  house,  its  last 
remainiii^  possession — but  though  I  say  it  not,  and 
tlunk  it  not.  I  cannot  conceal  from  myself  that  the 
world  may  do  both." 

"  If  such  are  your  sentiments,"  said  Lucy,  "  you 
have  played  a  cruel  game  with  me.  But  it  is  not  too 
late  to  give  it  over— take  back  the  faith  and  troth 
which  you  could  not  plight  to  me  without  suflering 
abatement  of  honour— let  what  is  passed  be  as  if  it 
liad  not  been — ^forget  me— I  will  endeavour  to  forget 
mTsel£" 

You  do  me  injustice."  said  the  Master  of  Ra- 
v^swood  5  "  by  all  I  hold  true  and  honourable,  you 
i)  me  the  extremity  of  injustice— if  I  mentioned  the 
price  at  which  I  have  bought  your  love,  it  is  only  to 
show  how  much,  I  prize  it,  to  bind  our  engagement 
by  a  still  iinner  tie,  and  to  show,  by  what  I  nave  done 
to  attain  this  station  in  your  regard,  how  much  I  must 
suffer  should  you  ever  break  your  faith." 

"  And  why,  Ravenswood,"  answered  Lucy,  "should 
jrou  think  that  possibfe  ?— Why  should  j;ou  urge  me 
with  even  the  mention  of  infidelity  7— Is  it  because  I 
ask  you  to  delay  applying  to  my  father  for  a  httie 

?ace  of  time  7    Bind  me  oy  what  vows  you  please ; 
vows  are  unnecessary  to  secure  constancy,  they 
may  yet  preven  t  suspicion." 

uavenswood  pleaded,  apologized,  and  even  kneeled, 
to  appease  her  displeasure ;  and  Lucy,  as  placable  as 
she  was  single-hearted,  readily  forgave  the  offence 
which  his  doubts  had  implied.  The  dispute  thus  agi- 
tated, however,  ended  by  the  lovers  goins  through  an 
enblematic  ceremony  of  their  troth-plignt  o^nrhich 
the  vulgar  stUl  preserve  some  traces.  Theybroke 
heiwixt  them  the  thin  broad  piece  of  gold  which 
Alice  had  refused  to  receive  from  Ravenswood. 
**  And  never  shall  this  leave  my  bosom,"  said  Lucy. 
*  u  she  hun^  the  piece  of  gold  round  her  neck,  and 
concealed  it  with  her  handkerchief;  "  until  you,-  Ed- 
nr  Ravenswood,  ask  me  to  resign  it  to  you— and, 
while  I  wear  it,  never  shall  that  Heart  acknowledge 
Mwiher  love  than  yours."  • 

With  like  protestations,  Ravenswdod  placed  his 
portion  of  the  coin  opposite  to  his  heart  And  now, 
tt  length,  it  stmck  them,  that  time  had  hurried  fast 
OD  dunng  this  interviev;^  and  their  absence  at  the 
ttsije  would  be  subject  of  remark,  if  not  of  alarm. 
Afl  they  arose  to  leave  the  fountain  which  had  been 
^J5*^  of  their  mutual  engagement,  an  arrow  whis- 
tjea  through  the  air,  and  struck  a  raven  perched  on 
{h*  ■ere  branch  of  an  oW  oak,  near  to  where  they 
ua  been  seated.  The  bird  fluttered  a  few  yards,  and 
vppped  at  the  feet  of  Lucy,  whose  dress  was  stained 
With  some  spots  of  its  blood. 

Miss  Athton  was  much  alarmed,  and  Ravenswood, 
•iwrised  and  angry,  looked  every  where  for  the 
lAarksman,  who  bod  given  them  a  proof  of  his  skill 
J^  uttle  expected  as  desired.  He  was  not  long  of 
wtoovenng  himself  being  no  other  than  Henry  Ash- 
wii  wlio  came  running  up  with  a  cross-bow  in  his 

**I  knew  I  should  startle  you,"  he  said;  "and  do 

.  P^*^^  you  looked  so  busy  that  I  hoped  it  would 

\  ant  fallen  souse  on  your  h4adB  before  you  were 

PJje  of  it—What  wai  the  Master  saying  to  you, 

*1  wu  teDing  your  sister  what  an  kfle  lad  yon 
jtrt^keeprng  us  wuting  here  for  you  so  long,"  said 
**v*D*wood;  to  save  Lucy^i  conAuioB. 


"Waiting  for  mel  Why,  I  told  you  to  aw  Lw 
home,  and  that  I  was  to  go  to  make  the  ring  wals 
with  old  Norman  in  the  Haybeny  thicket,  and  you 
may  be  sure  that  would  take  a  good  hour,  and  we  have 
all  the  deer's  marks  and  furnishes  got,  while  yoo 
were  sitting  here  with  Lucy,  like  a  lazy  loon." 

"Well,  well,  Mr.  Henry,"  said  Ravenswood ;  "but 
let  us  see  how  you  will  answer  to  me  for  killing  the 
raven.  Do  vou  know  the  ravens  are  all  under  the 
protection  or  the  Lords  of  Ravenswood,  and,  to  kill 
one  in  their  presence,  is  such  bad  luck  that  it  oeservM 
the  stab  7" 

"And  that*s  ^at  Norman  said,"  replied  the  boyi 
"he  came  as  far  with  me,  as  within  a  flight-shot  of 
you,  and  he  said  he  never  saw  a  raveii  sit  still  so  near 
living  folk,  and  he  wished  it  might  be  for  good  Inck  { 
for  the  raven  is  one  of  the  wildest  birds  that  flies, 
unless  it  be  a  tame  one— and  so  I  crept  on  and  on,  till 
I  was  within  three  score  yards  of  him,  and  then  whia 
went  the  bolt,  and  there  he  lies,  faith  !•  Was  it  not 
well  shot  >— and,  I  dare  say,  I  have  not  shot  in  a 
crossbow— not  ten  times,  maybe." 

"  Admirably  shot  indeed,"  said  Ravenswood ;  "  and 
you  will  be  a  fine  marksman  if  you  practise  hard." 

"And  that's  what  Norman  say&"  answered  the 
boy ;  "  but  I  am  sure  it  is  not  my  lauk  if  I  do  not 
practise  enough ;  for,  of  free  will,  I  would  do  little  else;' 
only  my  father  and  tutor  are  angry  sometimes,  and 
only  Miss  Lucy  theie  gives  herself  airs  ahout  my 
being  busy,  for  all  she  can  sit  kile  by  a  well-side  the 
.whole  day,  when  she  has  a  handsome  young  gentle- 
man to  prate  with— I  have  known  her  do  so  twenty 
times,  ii  you  will  believe  me." 

The  boy  looked  at  his  sister,  as  bespoke,  and,  in 
the  midst  of  his  mischievous  chatter,  had  the  sense 
to  see  that  he  was  really  inflicting  pain  upon  her, 
though  without  being  able  to  comprehend  the  cause 
or  the  amount 

"Come  now,  Lucy,"  he  said,  "don't  greet;  and  if 
I  have  said  any  thing  beside  the  mark,  Tffdeny  it 
again— and  what  does  the  Master 'of  Ravenswood 
care  if  you  had  a  hundred  sweethearts?— so  ne'er  put 
fiiiger  in  your  eye  about  it." 

The  Master  of  Ravens'wood  was,  for  the  moment 
scarce  satisfied  with  whatjie  heard;  yet  his  good 
sense  naturally  regarded  it  as  the  chatter  of  a  spoilt 
boy,  who  strove  to  mortify  his  sister  in  the  point 
which  seemed  most  accessible  for  the  time.  "But, 
although  of  a  temper  equally  slow  in  receiving  im- 
pressions, and  obstinate ,m  retaitiing  them,  the  prattle 
of  Henry  served  to  nourish  in  his  mind  some  vague 
suspicion,  that  his  present  engagement  might  only 
end  in  his  being  exposed  Uke  a  conquered  enemy  in  a 
Roman  triumph,  a  captive  attendant,on  the  car  of  a 
victor,  who  meditated  only  the.  satiating  his  pride  at 
the  expense  of  the  vanquished.  There  was,  we  repeat 
it,  no  real  ground  whatever  for  such  an  apprehcnpion, 
nor  could  he  be  said  seriously  to  entertain  such  for  a 
moment.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible  to  look  at  the 
clear  blue  eye  of  Lucy  Ashton,  and  entertaiii  the 
sUghtest  permanent  doubt  concerning  the  sincerity  of 
her  disposition.  Still,  however,  conscious  pride  and 
conscious  poverty  combined  to  render  a  mind  suspi- 
cious, which,  in  more  fortunate  circiunstances,  would 
have  been  a  stranger  to  that  as  well  as  to  every  other 
meanness. 

They  reached  the  castle,  where  Sir  William  Ashton, 
who  had  been  alarmed  by  the  length  of  tlieir  stay« 
met  them  in  the  hall.,  4^ 

"  Had  Lucy,"  he  said,  "been  in  any  other  company 
than  that  of  one  who  had  shown  he  nad  so  complete 
power  of  protecting  her,  he  confessed  he  should  have 
been  very  uneasy,  and  would  have  despatched  personj 
in  quest  of  them.  But.  in  the  company  of  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  he  knew  his  diaug^ter  had 
nothing  to  dread.'* 

Lucv  commenced  some  apology  for  their  long 
delay,  out,  conscience  struck,  became  confused  as  she 
proceeded;  and  when  Ravenswood,  coming  to  her 
assistance,  endeavoured  to  render  .the  explanation 
complete  and  satiafiEU!tory,  he  only  involved  himself 
in  the  same  disorder,  like  one  who,  endeavouring  to 
extricate  his  companicn  firom  a  slough,  entanglet 
hlffijdfintfaeiameteiiacioiisewainp.   It  cannot  b* 
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fnpposeNi  that  thd  confumon  d  the  two  yonthftil 
bvere  escaped  the  observation  of  the  subtle  lawyer, 
■ccustomea,  by  habit  and  profession,  to  trace  human 
nature  through  all  her  windinga.  But  it  was  not  his 
present  policy  to  take  anv  notice  of  what  he  obseryed. 
He  desired  to  hold  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  bound, 
but  wished  that  he  himself  should  remain  free :  and 
it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  his  plan  might  be  defeated 
by  Lucy  s  retumins  the  passion  which  he  hoped  she 
might  mspire.  If  she  should  adoj;)t  sotne  romantic 
feeungs  towards  Ravenswood.  m  which  circum- 
stances, or  the  positive  and  absolute  opposition  of 
Lady  Ashton,  might  render  it  unadvisable  to  indulge 
her,  the  Lord  Keeper  conceived  they  might  be  easily 
•uperseded  and  annulled  by  a  journey  to  Edinburgh, 
or  even  to  London,  a  new  set  of  Brussels  lace,  and 
the  soft  whispers  of  half  a  dozen  lovers,  anxious  to 
replace  him  whom  it  was  convenient  she  should 
renounce.  Tliis  was  his  provision  for  the  worst  view 
of  the  case.  But,  according  to  its  more  probable  issue, 
any  passing  favour  she  might  entertain  for  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  might  require  encourage- 
ment rather  than  repression. 

Tiiis  seemed  the  more  likely,  as  he  Had  that  very 
morning,  since  their  departure  from  the  castle,  re- 
ceived a  letter,  the  contents  of  which  he  hastened  to 
communicate  to  Ravenswood.  A  foot-post  had 
arrived  with  a  packet  to  the  Lord  Keeper  from  that 
friend  whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  who  was 
labouring  hard  under-hand  to  consolidate  a  band  of 
patriots,  at  the  head  of  whom  stood  Sir  William's 

Greatest  terror,  the  active  and  ambitious  Marquis  of 
. .    The  success  of  this  convenient  friend  had 

been  such,  that  he  had  obtained  from  Sir  Wilham, 
not  indeed  a  directly  favourable  answer,  but  certainly 
a  most  patient  hearing.  This  he  had  reported  to  his 
principal,  who  had  replied,  by  the  ancient  French 
adage,  "  Chateau  qui  parity  etfemmtqaiicoutty  Vun 
€t  I'autre  va  ae  rendrt."  A  statesman  who  hears  you 
proposed  change  of  measures  without  reply,  was, 
according  to  the  Marquis's  opinion,  in  the  situation  of 
the  fortress  which  parleys,  and  thelady  who  listens, 

Snd   he  resolved  to  press  the  siege  of  the  Lord 
leeper. 

The  packet,  therefore,  contained  a  letter  from  his 
friend  and  ally,  and  another  from  himself  to  the  Lord 
Keeper,  frankly  offering  an  unceremonious  visit. 
They  were  crossing  the  country  to  go  to  the  south- 
ward—the roads  were  indifferent— the  acconmioda- 
tion  of  the  inns  as  execrable  as  possible— the  Lord 
Keeper  had  been  long  acquainted  intimately  with  oneof 
his  correspondents,  (Did  though  more  slightly  known 
to  the  Marquis,  had  yet  enough  of  ms  lordship's 
acquaintance  to  render  the  visit  sufficiently  natural, 
and  to  shut  the  mouths  of  those  who  might  be 
disposed  to  impute  it  to  a  poUdcal  intrigue.  He 
instantly  accepted  the  offered  visit,  determined,  how- 
ever, that  he  would  not  pledge  himself  an  inch 
farther  for  the  fui:therance  of  their  views  than  reason 
(by  which  he  meant  his  own  self-interest)  should 
plainly  point  out  to  him  as  proper. 

Two  circumstances  particularly  delighted  him;  the 
presence  of  Ravenswood,  and  the  absence  of  his  own 
lady.  By  having  the  former  imder  his  roo^  he  don- 
ceived  he  might  oe  able  to  quash  all  such  haiardous 
and  hostile  proceedings  as  he  might  otherwise  have 
been  engaged  in,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Marauia ; 
and  Lucy,  ne  foresaw,  would  make,  for  his-immeoiate 
piirrKjW.of  df^py  find  proi  V'^'-.j*..;.   ri  n:-.":!  Ij.-^^er 

imsUt^sa  ofliLs /aiiifcly  Ui.i.;  ....  ; .,  v,  .„■  .-.v., Id, 

be  was  mit^  in  Bomo  sbni:>ei  or  mherj  contnvo  to 
disc^iic^^rt  his  political  scheme*,  by  her  proud  and 
implncable  tcmpfir* 

Hi3  nnKtons  PibcLtntioua  t\nt  the  Mnater  would 
stay  (o  receive  bis  kiiisrtmt),  were  of  course  readily 
eoniplied  with,  fdnce  the  &/rtirrw^cmirt£  which  had 
takt^n  place  at  tbtJ  Mtrnnaidcn's  Pountam  hoii  re- 
niovni  nil  ^tgh  tat  ^udikn  depart ireii.  L.»ey  find 
Lorkhard  hnd,  therefore,  orders  to  rrmide  nil  thing 
liecissary  in  iJiJ^if  different  dcptirtineni^i,  for  r^eeivioj 
the  cipeeied  guests,  with  a  ponip  nnd  display  o_ 
uqo^  very  uncommon  in  Scotland  at  that  remote 
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MaraU.  Sir,  Uw  man  of  hoooor*!  eooM 
Xl«wl7  aliffated 

Qetmadi.  In  withoat  rei^, 

And  do  u  I  command. 

U  tb«  loud  amiio  I  fave  order  for 

Roadj  toraoetvehiml  x 

New  Wttf  toPofOUl 

Sib  William  Ashtqk,  although  a  man  of  menae, 
legal  information,  and  great  practical  knowled^  of 
the  world,  had  yet  some  points  of  character  which 
corresponded  better  with  the  timidity  of  his  disposi  tion 
and  the  supple  arts  by  which  he  had  risen  in  the 
world,  than  to  the  degree  of  eminence  which  he  had 
attained!  as  they  tended  to  show  an  ori^al  mcdi- 
ocrity  of  undersKmding,  however  highly  it  had  been 
cultivated  and  a  native  meanness  of  disposition,  how- 
ever carefully  veiled.  He  loved  the  ostentatious  dis- 
play of  his  wealth,  less  as  a  man  to  whom  habit  haa 
made  it  necessary,  than  as  one  to  whom  it  is  still  de- 
lightful from  its  novelty.  The  most  trivial  detailis  did 
not  escape  him ;  and  Lucy  soon  learned  to  watch  the 
ffush  of  scorn  which  crossed  Ravcnswood's  cheek, 
when  he  heard  her  father  gravely  arguing  with  Lock- 
hard,  nay,  even  with  the  old  housekeeper,  upon  cir- 
cumstances which,  in  families  of  rank,  are  left  uncared 
for,  because  it  is  supposed  impossible  they  can  bo 
nej?lected. 

'I  could  pardon  Sv William,"  said  Ravenswood, 
one  evening  after  he  had  left  the  room.  "  some  gene- 
ral anxiety  upon  this  occasion,  for  the  Maiquie^s  Visit 
is  an  honour,  and  should  be  received  as  such ;  but  I 
am  worn  out  by  these  miserable  minutiae  of  the  but- 
tery, and  the  larder,  and  the  very  hen-coop— they  drrte 
me  beyond  my  patience ;  I  would  rather  endure  the 
poverty  of  Wolf's  Crag,  than  be  pestered  witl|  the 
wealth  of  Ravenswood  Castle." 

"  And  yet,"  said  Lucy, "  it  w^  by  attention  to  these 
minutiae  that  my  father  acquired  the  property" 

"Which  my  ancestors  sold  for  lack  of  it,"  replied 
Ravenswood.  '*  Be  it  so ;  a  porter  still  bean  but  a 
burden,  though  the  burden  be  of  gold." 

Lucy  sighed ;  she  perceived  too  plainly  that  her 
lover  nela  in  acorn  the  manners  and  habits  of  a 
father,  to  whom  she  had  long  looked  up  as  her  best 
and  most  pardal  friend,  whose  fondness  had  often 
consoled  her  for  her  mother's  contemptoous  harsh- 
ness. 

The  lovers  soon  discovered  that  they  differed  upon 
other  imd  no  less  important  topics.  Religion,  the 
mother  of  peace,  was,  m  those  davs  of  discord,  so 
much  misconstrued  and  mistaken,  that  her  rules  and 
forms  were  the  subject  of  the  most  opposite  opinions, 
and  the  most  hostile  animosities.  The  Lord  Keeper.  . 
being  a  whig,  was,  of  coursa  a  Presbyterian,  and  had 
found  it  convenient,  at  different  penods,  to  express 

S eater  zeal  for  the  kirk,  than  perhaps  he  really  felt, 
is  family,  equally  of  course,  were  trained  under  th« 
same  mstitution.  Ravepswood,  as  we  know,  was  a 
High-Church  man,  or  Episcopalian,  and  frequently 
objected  to  Lucy  the  fanaticism  of  some  of  her  own 
communion,  while  she  intinnated,  rather  than  express- 
ed, horror  at  the  latitudinanan  principles  which  die 
had  been  taught  to  think  connected  with  the  preladcal 
form  of  church-government 

Thus,  althoum  their  mutual  affection  seemed  to 
increase  rather  than  to  be  diminished,  as  their  charac- 
ters opened  more  fully  on  each  other,  the  feelings  oi 
each  were  mingled' with  some  less  agreeable  ingre- 
dients. Lucy  felt  a  secret  awe,  amid  all  her  affection 
for  Ravenswood.  His  soul  was  of  a  hijdier,  prouder 
character,  than  those  with  whom  she  had  nitherto 
mixed  in  intercourse ;  his  ideas  were  more  fierce  end 
free ;  and  he  contemned  many  of  the  opinions  which 
Had  been  inculcated  upon  her,  as  chieny  demandins 
her  veneration.  On  the  other  hand,  Ravenswooa 
saw  in  Lucy  a  soft  and  flexible  character,  which^  ia 
his  eyes  at  least,  seemed  too  susceptible  of  betns 
moulded  to  any  form  by  those  with  whom  she  livea. 
He  felt  that  his  own  temper  requxred  a  partner  of  a 
more  independent  spirit,  who  could  set  sail  with  him 
on  his  course  of  hfe,  resolved  as  himself  to  daif 
indifferently  the  storm  and  the  favouring  breeze.  But 
Lucy  was  so  beautiftd,  so  devotedly  attached  to  hui^ 
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of  a  tern  yac  so  exmrisitely  soft  and  kind,  tliat|  while 
he  coa|p  liave  wi%hcd  it  wefe  possible  to  inspire  her 
with  a  li^reaier  degree  of  firmness  and  resolution,  and 
wkile  he  sonBetunes  became  impatient  of  the  extreme 
£sar  which  she  had  expressed  of  (heir  attachment 
heinsi  premaiiurely  discovered,  he  felt  that  the  softness 
of  a  mind,  amounting  almost  to  feebleness,  rendered 
her  even  dearer  to  him,  as  a  being  who  had  voluntaril/ 
cloBg  to  him  fur  protection,  and  made  him  the  arbiter 
of  her  fate  for  weal  or  wo.  His  feetmgs  towards  her 
M  such  moraents,  were  those  which  have  been  smco 
■0  beautifully  expressed  by  our  immortal  Joanna 
BaiUie: 

"Thott  tweoteirt  thior. 

That  «*cr  did  flx  its  liftitly-nbrad  ipnrt 
T»  the  HKfe  rook,  Hhi  woatdat  thou  dint  toniel 
M  Roagh  and  storm-worn  I  am— jret  lova  me  a« 
Thou  tjvUf  do«t,  1  will  love  Uteoasain 
With  true  «nd  honest  heart^though  all  unmeet 
To  be  die  mate  of  well  aweet  gentleaeM." 

,  Thus  the  very  pobts  in  which  they  differed,  seemed, 
n  some  measure,  to  ensure  the  continuance  of  their 
mutaal  alTcction.  If  indeed,  they  had  so  fully  appr^ 
dated  each  other's  character  before  the  burst  of  pas- 
aon  in  which  thev  hastily  pledged  their  faith  to  each 
other,  Lucy  mij^ht  nave  feared  Kavenswood  too  much 
ever  to  have  loved  him,  and  he  mif^t  have  construed 
her  softness  and  docile  temper  as  imbecility,  rendering 
her  unworthy  of  his  regard.  But  they  stood  pledged  to 
eich  other ;  amd  Lucy  only  feared  that  her  lover's  pride 
might  one  day  teacn  him  to  regret  his  attachment ; 
Ravenswood,  hat  a  mind  so  ductile  as  Lucy's  might, 
ia  absence  or  difficulties,  be  induced,  by  the  intreaties 
or  influence  of  those  around  her,  to  renoimce  the 
eoffagumcnt  she  had  formed. 
.  lyo  not  fear  it,"  said  Lucy,  when  upon  one  occa- 
mqn  a  hint  of  such  suspicion  escaped  her  lover ;  "  the 
mirrors  which  receive  the  reflection  of  all  successive 
objects  are  framed  of  hard  materials  like  glass  or 
sim— the  softer  substances,  when  they  receive  an 
impression,  retain  it  undefaced." 

This  is  poetry,  Lucy,"  said  Ravenswood ;  **  and 
ta  poetry  there  is  always  fallacy,  and  sometimes  fic- 
tion." 

"  Believe  me  then«  once  more  in  honest  prose,"  said 
Lucy,  '*that,  though  1  will  never  wed  man  without 
the  consent  of  my  parents,  yet  neither  force  nor  per- 
suasion shall  disposeof  my  hand  till  you  renounce  the 
nght  I  have  g:iven  you  to  it" 

The  lovers  had  ample  time  for^such  explanations. 
Henry  was  now  more  seldom  (heiV  companion,  being 
either  a  most  unwilling  attendant  upon  the  lessons 
^his  tutor,  or  a  forward  volunteer  under  the  instruc- 
Jond  of  the  foresters  or  grooms.  As  for  the  Keeper, 
ni3  mornings  were  spent  in  bis  study,  maintaining 
con^spondences  of  all  kinds,  and  balancing  in  his 
anxrous  m'uid  the  various  intelligence  which  he  col- 
lated from  every  quarter  concerning  the  expected 
change  of  Scottish  polilic^  and  the  probable  strength 
w  the  parties  who  were  about  to  struggle  for  power. 
At  oUier  times  he  busied  himself  about  arranging, 
■iui  countermanding,  and  then  tigain  arranging,  the 
preparations   which   he  judged  necessary  for   the 

Jweption  of  the  Marquis  of  A ,  whose  arrival  had 

been  twice  delayed  by  some  necessary  cause  of  deten- 
tion. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  various  avocations,  political 
WMl  domestic,  he  seemed  not  to  obse*rve  how  much 
If  'If'^shter  and  his  guest  were  thrown  into  each 
•tiler's  society,  and  was  censured  by  many  of  his 
■eighbours,  according  to  the  fashion  of  neighbours 
^  au  countries,  for  suffering  such  an  intimate  con^ 
J«uon  to  take  place  betwixt  two  young  persons. 
Jne  only  natural  explanation  was,  that  he  designed 
wim  for  each  other;  while,  in  truth,  his  only  motive 
p»8  to  temporize  and  procrastinate,  tmtil  he  should 
|}*^ver  the  real  extent  of  the  interest  which  the 
■Jamuia  took  in  Ravenswood's  affahs.  and  the  power 
Jjnich  he  was  likely  to  possess  of  advancing  them, 
vauj  these  points  should  be  made  both  clear  and  mn- 
?JjJ.*i  the  Lord  Keeper  resolved  that  he  would  do 
JJJjjJ'^g  to  commit  himself,  either  in  one  shape  or 
J?^»,  and,  like  many  cunning  persons,  he  overreached 
•»y»elf  deplorably/^ 
Amongst  those  who  had  been  disposed  to  censon, 
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with  the  jireatest  severity,  the  conduct  of  Shr  William 
Ashton,  in  permitting  the  prolonged  residence  of  Ra* 
venswood  under  his  roof^  and  his  constant  attendance 
on  Miss  Ashton,  was  the  new  Laird  of  Oimingion, 
and  his  faithful  squire  and  bottle-holder,  personage* 
formerly  well  known  to  us  by  the  names  of  Hayston 
and  Bucklaw,  and  his  companion  Captain  Cratgen- 
gelt^  The  former  had  at  length  succeeded  to  the  ex- 
tensive property  of  his  long-Hved  grand-aim t,  and  to 
considerable  wealth  besides,  which  he  had  employed 
in  redeeming  his  paternal  acres,  (bv  the  title  apper- 
taining to  which  he  still  chose  to  be  designated,)  not- 
withstanding Captain  Craigengelt  had  proposed  lo 
him  a  most  advantageous  mode  of  vesting  the  monger 
in  Law's  scheme,  which  was  just  then  broached,  aiid 
offered  his  services  to  travel  express  to  Paris  for  the 
purpose.  But  Bucklaw  had  so  far  derived  wisdom 
from  adversity,  that  he  would  listen  to  no  proposal 
which  Craigengelt  could  invent,  which  had  the 
slightest  tendency  to  risk  his  newly-acquired  inde- 
pendence. He  that  had  once  eat  pease-bannocks, 
drank  sour  wine,  and  slept  in  the  secret  chamber  at 
Wolf's  Crag:  would,  he  said,  prize  good  cheer  and  a 
soft  bed  88  long  as  he  lived,  and  take  special  cars 
never  to  need  such  hospitality  again. 

Craigengelt,  therefore,  found  nimself  disappointed 
in  the  firstliones  he  had  entertained  of  making  a  good 
hand  of  the  Lnird  of  Bucklaw. ,  Still,  however,  he 
reaped  many  advantages  from  his  friend's  g6od  for« 
tune.  Bucklaw,  who  had  never  been  at  all  scrupulous 
in  choosing  his  companions,  was  accustomed  to,  and  ' 
entertained  by  a  fellow,  whom  he  could  either  louch 
with,  or  laugh  at,  as  he  had  a  mind^  who  would  take 
according  to  Scottish  phrase,  "the  bit  and  thebufTet," 
understood  all  sports,  whether  within  or  without 
doors,  and,  when  the  laird  had  a  mind  for  a  bottle  of 
wine,  (no  infreouent  ciix^umstance,)  was  always  ready 
to  save  him  from  the  scandal  of  getting  drunk  by 
himself.    Upon  these  tl^rms* Craigengelt  was  the  fre- 

2uent,  almost  the  constant,  inmate  of  the  house  of 
Simington. 

In  no  tima  and  under  no  possibility  of  circum- 
stances, cotUd  good  have  been  derived  from  such  an 
intiqiacy,  however  its  bad  consequences  might  be 
qualified  by  the  thorough  knowledge  which  Bucklaw 
possessed  of  his  dependant's  character,  and  the  high 
contempt  in  which  he  held  it  But  as  circumstances 
stood,  this  evil  communication  was  particularly  liable 
to  corrupt  what  good  principles  nature  had  implanted 
in  the  patron. 

X/raigengelt  had  never  forgiven  the  scorn  wth 
whichJElavenswood  had  torn  the  mask  of  courage 
and  honesty  from  his  countenance;  and  to  exasperate 
Bucklaw's  resentment  against  him,  was  the  safest 
modo  of  revenge  which  occurred  to  his  cowardly,  yet 
cunning  and  malignant  disposition. 

He  brought  up,  on  all  occasions,  the  story  of  the 
challenge  which  Ravenswood  had  declined  to  accept, 
and  endeavoured,  by  every  possible  insinuation,  to 
make  his  patron  betievethat  his  honour  was  conceni- 
ed  in  bringing  that  matter  to  an  issue  by  a  present 
discussion  with  Ravenswood.  But  respecting  this 
subject,  Bucklaw  nnposed  on  him,  at  length,  a  pe- 
remptory conmnand  of  silence. 

"1  think,"  he  said,  "  the  Master  has  treated  me  un- 
like a  gentleman,  and  I  sec  no  right  he  had  to  send 
me  back  a  cavalier  answer  wlien  I  demanded  the 
satisfaction  of  one— But  he  gave  me  my  life  once— and, 
in  looking  the  matter  over  at  present,  I  put  myself  on 
equal  terms  with  him.  Should  he  cross  me  again,  I 
shall  consider  the  old  accompt  as  balanced,  and  his 
Mastership  will  do  well  to  look  to  himself" 

"That  he  should,"  re-echoed  Craigengelt;  "for 
when  you  are  in  practice,  Bucklaw,  I  would  bet  a 
magnum  you  are  through  him  before  the  third  pass." 

"Then  vou  know  nothing  of  the  matter,"  said 
Bucklaw, '^' and  you  never  saw  him  fence." 

"And  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter?"  said  •he 
dependant—"  a  good  jest,  l  promise  you !— and  tnough 
I  never  saw  Ravenswood  fence,  have  I  not  been  a. 
Monsieur  Sagoon's  school,  who  was  the  first  maitm 
darmes  at  Paris;  and  have  I  not  been  at  Signer 
Poco's  at  Florence  and  Mdnheer  Dnrchstoseeii  s  a. 
Vienna,  mid  have  I  not  seen  all  their  play?' 
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*'I  (lon*t  know  whether  you  have  or  not,"  said 
Bucklaw ;  "  but  what  about  it,  though  yoo  hadT' 

"Only  that  I  will  be  d— d  if  ever  1  saw  French, 
Italian,  or  High- Dutchman  ever  make  foot,  hand, 
aiid  eye.  keep  time  half  so  well  as  you,  Bucklaw." 

"I  believe  you  lie,  Craigie,"  said  Bucklaw :  "hqw- 
evcr,  I  can  hold  my  own,  both  with  single  rapier, 
backsword,  sword  and  dagger,  broadsword,  or  case 
of  falchions— and  that's  as  much  as  any  gentleman 
netid  know  of  the  matter." 

"  And  the  double  of  what  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hun- 
dred know,"  said  Craigengelt  j  *'  they  learn  to  change 
a  few  thrusts  with  the  small  sworcL  and  then,  for- 
sooth, they  understand  the  noble  art  of  defence !  Now, 
when  I  was  at  Rouen  in  the  year  1695,  there  was  a 
Chevalier  de  Chapon  and  I  went  to  the  Opera,  where 
we  found  three  bits  of  English  birkies" 

"  Is  it  a  long  story  you  are  going  to  tell  V*  said 
Bucklaw,  interrupting  him  without  ceremony. 

"Just  as  you  like,  answered  the  parasite,  "for  we 
made  short  work  of  it." 

"Then  I  like  it  short,"  said  Bucklaw ;  "is  it  seri- 
ous, or  merry  1" 

"  Devilish  serious,  I  assure  you,  and  so  they  found 
It :  for  the  Chevalier  and  I" 

^*Then  I  don't  Uke it  at  all,"  said  Bucklaw;  "so fill 
a  brimmer  of  my  auld  auntie's  claret  rest  her  heart ! 
And,  as   the  Hielandman   says,   i>kioch  dock  na 

"That  was  what  tough  old  Sir  Evan  Dhu  used  to 
say  to  me  when  I  was  out  with  the  metall'd  lads  in 
1689.  *  Craigengelt,'  he  used  to  say, '  you  are  as  pretty 
a  felk)w  as  everneld  steel  in  his  grip,  but  you  have 
one  fault ' " 

"If  he  had  known  you  as  long' as  I  have  done," 
said  Bucklaw,  "  he  would  have  found  out  some  twenty 
more :  but  hang  long  stories,  give  us  your  toast, 
man.'' 

Craigengelt  rose,  went «  tiptoe  to  the  door,  peeped 
out,  shut  it  corefuUy,  came  back  Rgain-7clapped  his 
tornished  j^old-laced  hat  on  one  side  of  his  head,  took 
his  glass  in  one  hand,  and  touching  the  hilt  of  his 
hanger  with  the  other,  named,  "  The  King  over  the 
water." 

"  1  tell  you  what  it  is.  Captain  Craigengelt,"  said 
Bucklaw :  "I  shall  keep  my  mind  to  myself  on  these 
subjects,  having  too  much  respect  for  the  memory  of 
my  venerable  aunt  Girnington  to  put  her  lands  and 
tenements  in  th'b  way  of  committing  treason  against 
established  authority.  Bring  me  King  James  to 
Edinburgh,  Captain,  with  thirty  thousand  men  at  his 
back,  and  TU  tell  you  what  I  think  about  his  titld; 
but  as  for  running  my  neck  into  a  noose,  and  my 
good  broad  Is^ds  into  the  statutor>'  penalties, '  in  that 
case  made  ond  provided,'  rely  upon  it,  you  will  find 
me  no  such  fool.  So  when  you  mean  to  vapour  with 
your  hanger  and  your  dram-cup  in  support  of  trea- 
sonable toasts,  you  must  find  your  liquor  and  company 
dsewhere." 

"  Well,  then,"  said  Craigengelt,  "  name  the  toast 
yourself,  and  be  it  what  it  like, I'll  pledge  you,  were  it 
a  mile  to  the  bottom." 

"And  I'll  give  you  a  toast  that  deserves  it,  my 
boy,"  said  Bucklaw  j  "  what  say  you  to  Miss  Lucy 
Ashtonr; 

"  Up  with  It,"  said  the  Captain,  as  he  tossed  offhis 
brimmer,  "  the  bonniest  lass  m  Lothian.  What  a  pity 
the  old  sneck-drawing  whieamore,  her  father,  is  about 
to  throw  her  away  upon  that  rag  of  pride  and  beg- 
gary, the  Master  of  Ravenswood  I" 

"  That's  not  quite  so  clear,"  said  Bucklaw,  m  a  tone, 
which,  though  it  seemed  indifferent,  excited  his  com- 

1  (anion's  eager  curiosity ;  and  not  that  only,  but  also 
lis  hope  of  working  himself  into  some  sort  of  confi- 
dence, which  might  make  him  necessary  to  his  patron, 
being  by  no  means  satisfied  to  rest  on  mere  suffer- 
ance, if  he  could  form  by  art  or  industry  a  more  per- 
manent title  to  his  favour. 

"  I  thought,"  said  he,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  that 
wa*  a  settled  matter— they  are  continually  together, 
ami  nothing  else  is  spoken  of  betwixt  Lammerlaw 
and  Traprain." 

« ''  Cnta  drink  witti  a  t«le  ;*'  ttiniiTOlMit  to  th«  EnrUshadue 
U  booD  oonpftQiona, "  doo't  praaab  ovtrjtm  Uqw." 


"They  may  say  what  they  pleaie,"  replied  ^ 

Eitron.  "  but  1  know  belter ;  and  1*11  give  yon  Jfuc 
licy  Ashton's  health  again,  my  bof."  « 

"  And  I  would  drink  it  on  my  knee,*'  said  Crairen 
gelt,  "if  1  thought  the  girl  had  the  spirit  to  jilt  that 
d— d  son  of  a  Spaniard. 

"I  am  to  request  you  will  not  use  tbe  word  j3* 
and  MissAahton'a  name  together,"  said  Bucklaw 
gravely. 

"Jill,  did  I  say?— discord,  my  lad  of  acrca— by 
Jove.  I  meant  to  say  discard,"  replied  Craigengelt ; 
"and  I  hope  she'll  discard  hira  like  a  smallcard  at 
piquet,  ana  take  in  the  King  of  Hearts,  my  boy  !~ 
But  yet" 

"But  what  7"  said  his  patron. 

"  Biit  yet  I  know  for  certain  they  are  boon  togetbo' 
alone,  and  in  the  woods  and  the  fields."  ^ 

"That's  her  foolish  father's  dotage— that  will  Be 
soon  put  out  of  the  lass's  head,  if  it  ever  gets  into  it,^' 
answered  Bucklaw.  "  And  now  fiU  your  glase  again. 
Captain,  I  am  going  to  make  yoo  happy— 1  am  goin^ 
to  let  you  into  a  secret— a  plot— a  noosing  plot — only 
the  noose  is  hut  typical." 

"A  marrying  matter?'*  said  Croigengdt,  and  his 
jaw  fell  as  pe  asked  the  question ;  for  he  suspected 
that  matrimony  would  render  his  situation  at  €Hm- 
ington  much  more  precarious  than  during  the  jolly 
davs  of,  his  patron's  bachelorhood. 

"Ay,  a  marriage,  man,"  said  Bucklaw;  "but  where- 
fore droops  thy  mighty  smrit,  and  why  grow  the  rubies 
on  ihy  cheek  so  pale  1  The  bofird  will  have  a  comei; 
and  the  corner  will  have  a  trencher,  and  the  trencher 
will  have  a  glass  beside  it ;  and  the  board-end  shall 
he  filled,  and  the  trencher  and  the  glass  shall  be 
r^lenished  for  thee,  if  all  the  petticoats  in  Lothian 
had  sworn  the  contrary— What,  man  I'  I  am  not  the 
bov  to  put  myself  into  leading  strings." 

^*So  says  many  an  honest  fellow,"  said  Craig- 
engelt. "and  some  of  my  special  friends;  but,  curse 
me  if  I  knew  the  reason,  the  women  could  never  bear 
me,  and  always  contrived  to  trundle  me  out  of  favour 
before  the  honeymoon  was  over." 

"If  you  could  have  kept  your  ground  fiU  that  was 
over,  you  might  have  made  o  good  year's  pension,** 
said  Bucklaw. 

"But  I  never  could,"  answered  the  dejected  para- 
site ;  "  there  was  my  Lord  Castle-Cuddy— we  were 
hand  and  glove— I  rode  his  horses— borrowed  monev, 
both  for  and  from  him— trained  his  hawks,  and  tau^t 
him  how  to  lay  his  bets ;  and  when  he  took  a  fancy 
of  marrying,  I  married  him  to  Katie  Glegg.  whom  I 
thought  myself  as  sure  of  as  man  could  be  of  woman. 
Egad,  she  had  me  out  of  the  house,  as  if  I  had  run  on  • 
wheels,  within  the  first  fortnight !"  . 

"  Well  9*  replied  Bucklaw,  '*  I  think  I  have  nothmg 
of  Castle-Cuddy  about  me,  or  Lucy  of  Katie  Glegg. 
But  you  see  the  thing  will  go  on  whether  you  like  it  or 
no— the  only  question  is,  will  you  be  useful? 

"  Useful?'*  exclaimed  the  Captain ;— "  and  to  the& 
my  lad  of  lands,  my  darling  boy,  whom  I  would 
tramp  barefooted  through  the  world  for?— name tim<^ 

Elace,  mode,  and  circumstances,  and  «3f  d"  I  wul  not 
e  useful  in  all  uses  that  can  be  devised.     .     .,     . 

"Why,  then,  you  must  ride  two  hundred  miles  for 
me,**  scud  the  patron.  ,  ,       „  » 

*' A  tliousand,  and  call  ihem  a  flea's  leap,"  answered 
the  dependant  ;«"ril  cause  saddle  my  horse  directly." 

"Belter  stay  tdl  you  know  where  yoii  are  to  h^ 
and  what  you  are  to  do,",  quoth  Bucklaw. .  You 
know  I  have  a  kinswoman  in^''orthumberland,  Lady 
Blenkensop  by  name,  whose  old  acquaintance  I  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  in  the  period  of  my  poverty,  but 
the  light  of  whose  countenance  shone  forth  u^n  me 
when  the  sun  of  my  prosperity  begaii  to  ans^.    , 

"D— n  all  such  double-faced  jades  !*'  exclaimed 
Craigengelt,  heroically;  "this  I  will  say  for  John 
Craigengelt,  that  he  is  hi?  friend's  fhend  through  good 
report  and  bad  report,  poverty  and  nches ;  and  yo« 
know  something  of  that  yourself,  Bucklaw.' 

"I  have  not  forgot  vour  merits,"  said  his  patropr 
"I  do  remember,  that,  in  my  extremiUea  you  had  a 
mind  to  crimp  me  for  the  service  of  the  French  king, 
or  of  the  Pretender;  and,  moreover,  that  you  mtt* 
wards  lent  me  a  score  of  pieces^  when*  as  I  nrmv 
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bAvS)  Toa  h«d  heatd  (he  iHewti  that  old  Ltdy  Gir* 
nington  Bad  «  touch  of  the  dead  palsy.  Bat  don't  be 
downcast,  John ;  1  believe,  after  aJL  yoa  like  me  very 
tpeil  ta  your  way,  and  it  is  my  misiortane  to  have  no 
better  oounseilor  ac  present.  To  return  to  this  Lady 
Bienkenaops  you  must  know  she  is  a  close  confederate 
of  Duchess  Sarah." 

**What!  of  Sail  Jenninga?"  exclaimed  Crajgen- 
geit  $  "  tkon  she  must  be  a  ffood  one." 

**  Hold  your  tonj^ie,  end  keeo  ymir  Tory  rants  to 
3r«ir9sdf;  if  it  be  possible,"  said  BiKiklaw;  I  tell  you, 
that  throu^  the  Duchess  of  Marlboroogh  has  this 
Northumbnan  cousin  of  mine  become  a  crony  of 
Lady  Ashton,  the  Ke^ear's  wife,  or.  I  may  say,  the 
Lord  Keeper's  Lady  Keeper,  and  she  has  favoured 
I^f  Bleakensop  with  a  visit  on  her  return  from 
URidon,  and  is  just  now  at  her  old  mansion-house  on 
the  banks  of  the  Wansbeck.  Now,  sir,  as  it  has  been 
the  use  and  wont  of  these  laddies  to  consider  their 
hm^tmnds  as  of  no  importance  m  the  management  of 
their  own  families,  it  has  been  their  present  pleasure, 
without  consuUinj;  Sir  William  Ashton,  to  put  on  the 
lajrw  a  matrimonial  alliance,  to  be  concluded  between 
Lucy  Ashton  and  mr  own  right  honourable  self;  Lady 
Ashton  acting  a  self-constituted  plenipotentiary  on 
the  nart  of  her  dauif^ihter  and  husband,  and  Mother 
Blenkensop,  equally  unaccredited,  doing  me  the  ho- 
nour lo  be  my  represenutive.  You  may  suppose  1 
was  a  lit^e  astonished  when  I  found  that  a  treaty,  in 
^i^ch  I  was  so  considerably  interested,  had  advanced 
a,0ood  way  before  I  was  even  cdnsulted." 

^Capot  me  if  I  think  that  was  according  to  the 
rales  of  the  game,"  said  his  confidant;  "and  pray, 
what  answer  did  you  return  ?" 

*'  Why.  i^iy  6rst  thought  was  to  send  the  treat/  to, 
the  devil,  and  the  negotiators  along  with  it,  lor  A 
couple  of  meddling  oldwomen ;  my  next  was  to  laugh 
very  heartily:  and  my  third  and  last  was  a  settled 
oinnion  that  the  thing  was  reasonable,  and  would  sttit 
roe  well  enough." 
"Why,  I  thought  you  had  never  seen  the  wench 
\  but  once — and  then  she  had  hdr  riding-mask  on— I 
•n  sure  you  told  me  so." 

"  Ay— out  I  liked  her  very  well  then.  And  Ravens- 
wood  s  dirty  usage  of  me— shutting  me  out  of  doors 
^dlne  with  the  lackevs,  because  ne  had  the  Lord 
Keeper,  forsooth,  and  his  daughter,  to  be  guests  in 
his  bejpnuly  castle  of  starvation— D—<l  me,  Craigen- 
g^U  if  I  tfver  forgive  him  dll  I  play  him  as  good  a 

^No  more  you  should,  if  you  are  a  lad  of  mettle," 
nid  Craigengelt,  the  matter  now  taking  a  turn  yi 
which  he  could  sympathize:  "  and  if  you  carry  this 
weuch  from  him,  it  will  break  his  heart." 

"That  it  will  not,"  said  Bucklaw;  "his  heart  is 
Ml  steeled  over  with  reason  and  philosophy— things 
that  ypo.'  Cragie,  know  nothing  about  more  than  mv- 
Bel£  God  help  me— But  it  will  break  his  pride,  though, 
ind  that's  what  I'm  driving  au" 

"Distance  me,"  said  Craigengelt.  "but  I  know 
the  reason  now  of  his  unmannerly  behaviour  at  his 
old  tumble-down  tower  yonder— Ashamed  of  your 
company?— no,  no! — Gad.  he  was  afraid  you  would 
cm  in  and  ayry  oif  the  girl." 

/  Eh !  Craigengelt  V*  said  Bucklaw—"  do  you  really 
tiuik  so 7— but  no,  no!— he  is  a  devilish  deal  prettier 
wan  than  I  am." 

"  Who— he T'  exclaimed  the  parasite-"  he's  as  Wack 
je  the  crook ;  and  for  his  size— he's  a  tall  fellow,  to 

oe^sure— but  give  me  a  light,  stout,  middle-sized" 

^,  Plague  on  thee !"  said  BucRlaw,  intemipting  him, 
^d  on  me  for  listening  to  you  I— you  would  say  as 
lauch  if  I  were  hunch*hacked.  But  as  to  Ravens- 
wood— he  has  kept  no  terms  with  me— I'll  keep  none 
fiui  hira— if  I  can  win  this  giri  from  him,  I  tnll  vm. 
her." 

rWin  her  1— *sbIood,  you  Mhall  win  her,  point, 
<Vnu\t,  and  quatorze,  my  king  of  trumps— you  shall 
I'l^De,  repique,  and  eapot  him?' 

Prithee,  stop  thy  ^mMing  cant  for  one  instant," 
>*h1  Bucklaw.  "  Things  have  come  thus  far,  that  I 
"*vt  entertained  the  proposal  of  my  kinswoman, 
•5*d  to  the  f'yins  of  jomture,  amount  of  forttuie, 
*«  ao  fhrtk  10a  that  th«  affiitf  is  to  go  lorward 


when  Lady  Ashton  comes  down,  for  she  takes  her 
daughter  and  her  son  in  her  own  hand.  Now  they 
want  me  to  send  up  a  confidential  person  with  some 
wntings." 

"  By  this  good  winet  I'll  ride  to  the  end  of  ths 
world— the  very  gates  of  Jericho,  and  the  judgment* 
seat  of  Prester  John,  for  thee  I"  ejaculated  the  Cap- 
tain. 

"  Why,  I  believe  you  would  do  something  for  me. 
and  a  great  deal  for  yourself.  Now,  any  one  could 
carry  the  writings?  but  you  will  have  a  Irttle  more  to 
do.  You  must  contrive  to  drop  out  before  my  Lady 
Ashton,  just  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  little  conse- 
quence, the  residence  of  Ravenswood  at  her  hus^ 
band's  house,  and  his  close  intercourse  with  Miss 
Ashton ;  and  you  may  tell  her^  that  all  the  country 

talks  of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  of  A -.as  it  is 

supposed,  to  make  up  the  match  betwixt  Havens- 
wood  ana  her  daughter.  I  should  like  to  hear  what 
she  says  to  all  this;  for,  rat  me,  if  I  have  any  idea 
of  starting  for  the  plate  at  all  if  Ravenswood  is  to 
win  the  race,  and  he  has  odds  against  me  already." 

"  Never  a  bit— the  wench  has  too  much  sense— and 
in  that  belief  I  drink  her  health  a  third  time;  and, 
were  time  and  place  fitting,  I  would  drink  it  on 
bended  knees,  and  he  that  would  not  pledge  me,  I 
would  make  his  guts  garter  his  stockings." 

"  Hark  ye,  Craigengelt :  as  you  are  going  into  the 
society  of  women  of  rank,'  said  Bucklaw,  '*  I'll  thank 
you  to  forget  your  strange  biackcruard  oaths  and 
damme's— rll  write  to  thenii  though,  that  you  are  a 
blunt  untaught  fellow." 

"Ay,  ay,"  replied  Craiapngelt;  "a  plain,  blunt, 
honest,  downright  soWier." 

"Not  too  honest,  nor  too  much,  of  the  soldier 
neither ;  but  such  as  thou  art,  it  is  my  luck  to  need 
thee,  for  F  must  have  spurs  put  to  Lady  Ashton's 
motions." 

"  I'll  dash  them  uo  to  the  rowel-heads,"  said 
Craigengelt ;  "  she  shall  come  here  at  the  gallop.  Idee 
a  cow  chased  by  a  whole  nest  of  hornets,  and  her 
tail  twisted  over  her  rump  like  a  corkscrew.'' 

"And  hear  ye,  Craigie,"  said  Bucklaw;  "your 
boots  and  doublet  are  good  enough  to  drink  in.  as  the 
man  says  in  the  play,  but  they  are  somewhat  too 
greasy  for  tea-table  service— prithee,  get  thyself  a  lit- 
tle better  rigged  out,  and  here  is  to  pay  all  charges." 

"Nay,  Bucklaw— on  my  soul,  man— you  use  me 
ill— However,"  added  Craigengelt,  pocketing  the 
money,  "  if  you  will  have  me  so  far  indebted  to  you, 
I  must  be  conforming." 

"  Well,  horse  and  away !"  said  the  patron,  so  soon 
as  you  have  got  your  riding  livery  m  trim.  You  may 
ride  the  black  crop-ear— and,  haik  ye,  I'll  make  you  a 
present  of  him  to  boot."  ^ 

"  I  drink  to  the  good  luck  of  my  mission,"  an- 
swered the  ambassador,  "  in  a  half-pint  bumper." 

"I  thank  ye,  Craigie,  and  pledjje  you— I  see  nothing 
against  it  but  the  father  or  the  gu-l  taking  a  tantrum, 
and  1  am  toki  the  mother  can  wind  them  both  round 
her  little  finder.  Take  care  not  to  affront  her  with 
any  of  your  jacobite  jargon.  ,,..«„ 

"  O  av,  true— she  is  a  whig,  and  a  fiiend  of  old  Sail 
of  Blarlborouf^h— thank  my  stars,  I  can  hoist  any 
colours  at  a  pinch.  I  have  fought  as  hard  und^  John 
Churchill  as  ever  I  did  under  Dundee  or  the  Duke  of 
Berwick." 

"  I  verily  believe  you,  Craigie,"  said  the  lord  o£  the 
mansion;  "  but,  Craigie,  do  you,  pray,  step  down  to 
the  cellar,  and  fetch  us  up  a  bottle  of  the  Burgiindy,. 
1678— it  is  in  the  fourth  bin  from  the  r^ht-hand 
torn— And  I  say,  Craigie,  you  may  fetch  uu  hajf-a- 
dozen  whilst  you  are  about  it— Egad,  we'll  make  a 
night  on' tl" 

CHAPTER  XXII. 
And  toon  they  spied  the  roernr-men  fraen, 
And  eke  the  eoaoh  and  four. 

0wif  tQMni  2/wc. 

CsAiosNOBLT  Set  forth  on  his  mission  so  soon  as 
his  equipage  was  complete,  prosecuted  his  journey 
with  all  dmoence,  and  accomplished  his  commissioD 
witfc^all  the  oaatterity  for  which  Bucklaw  had  givea 
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him  credit.  As  he  arrived  with  credentials  fifom  Mr. 
Hayston  of  Buckl&w,  he  was  extremely  welcome  to 
beta  ladies ;  and  those  who  are  prejudiced  in  iaTOur 
of  a  new  acouniniarice  can,  for  a  time  at  least, 
diwovcr  excellences  m  his  very  faults,  and  perfec- 
tiuns  in  his  deficiencies.  Although  both  ladies  were 
accustomed  to  good  society,  yet.  being  predetermined 
to  find  out  an  agreeable  ana  well-behaved  gentleman 
in  Mr.  Hayston^s  friend,  they  succeeded  wonderfully 
in  imposing  on  themselves.  It  is  true  that  Craigen- 
gelt  was  now  handsomely  dressed,  and  that  was  a 
point  of  no  small  consequence.  But.  independent  of 
outward  show,  his  blackguard  impudence  of  address 
was  construed  into  honourable  bluntness,, becoming 
his  supposed  military  profeasbn ;  his  hectoring  passed 
for  courage,  and  his  sauciness  for  wit.  Lest,  however, 
any  one  should  think  this  a  violation  of  probability, 
we  must  add,  in  fairness  to  the  two  ladie^  that  their 
dfscemment  was  greatly  blinded,  and  their  favour 
propitiated,  by  the  opportune  arrival  of  Captain  Craig- 
engelt  in  the  moment  when  they  were  longing  for  a 
thfrd  hand  to  make  a  party  at  tredrille,  in  which,  as 
in  all  games,  whether  of  chance  or  skill,  that  worthy 
person  was  a  great  proficient 

When  he  found  himself  established  in  favour,  his 
next  point  was  how  best  to  use  it  f  ''  '  '  ce 
of  his  patron's  views.    He  found  i  e- 

possessed  strongly  in  favour  of  the  ma?  ion,  wiKch 
Lady  Blenkensop,  partly  from  re^nrd  ta  hi^r  kiris- 
inan,  partly  from  the  spirit  of  mnicb-makm^  had 
not  hesitated  to  propose  t«  her ;  so  tlitit  hk  tn^k  was 
an  easy  one.  Bucklaw,  reformed  fr>in  bis  prodipnlity, 
was  just  the  sort  o{  husband  whic}!  ^h»:'  dc^K^H  to 
have  for  her  shepherdess  of  LanimcriiJCHjr  j  aiiu  \-^  i  lile 
the  marriage  gave  her  an  easy  fortune,  and  a  respec- 
tabio  country  gentleman  for  her  husband,  Lady  Ash- 
ton  was  of  opinion  that  her  destinies  would  be  fully 
and  most  favourably  accomplished.  It  so  chanced, 
also,  that  Bucklaw,  among  his  new  acquisitions,  had 
gained  the  management  of  a  little  pohticai  interest 
in  a  neighbouring  county,  where  the  Douglas  family 
originally  held  large  possessions.  It  was  one  of  the 
bosom-hopes  of  Lady  Ashton,  that  her  eldest  son, 
Sholto,  should  repTeaent  this  county  in  the  Bntish 
Parliament,  and  she  saw  this  alliance  with  Bucklaw 
as  a  circumstance  which  might  be  highly  favourable 
to  her  wishes. 

Craigcngclt,  who  in_  his  way  by  no  means  wanted 
sagacity,  no  sooner  discovered  in  what  quarter  the 
wind  of  Lady  Ashton's  wishes  sate,  than  he  trimmed 
his  course  accordingly.  "There  wa» little  to  prevent 
Bucklaw  himself  from  sitting  for  the  county— he  must 
carry  the  heat— mast  walk  the  course.  Two  cou- 
sins-german— six  more  distant  kinsmen,  his  factor 
and  hi^  chamberlain,  were  all  hollow  votes— and  the 
Gimington  interest  had  always  carried,  betwixt  love 
and  fear,  about  as  many  more.  But  Bucklaw  eared 
no  more  about  riding  the  first  horse,  and  that  sort  of 
thing,  than  he,  Craigengelt,  did  about  a  g^me  at 
birkie— it  was  a  pity  his  interest  was  not  m  good 
guidance." 

All  this  Lady  Ashton  drank  in  with  willing  and 
attentive  ears,  resolving  internally  to  be  herself  the 
person  who  sliould  take  the  management  of  the 
political  infiuenoe  of  her  destined  son-in-law.  for  the 
benefit  of  her  eldest  bom,  Sholto,  and  all  other  par- 
ties concerned. 

When  he  found  her  ladyship  thus  fovoorably  dis- 
1  j-rii,  fh*i  i'jiMt4iiFi  I'Toc^MTtledH  In  ^-  is  employer's 
jilira*s  10  mi  flpura  lo  her  tcboIu'  ■  r  hinting  at 
the  BiumiTOu  of  matters  at  Rnvci-  ■  .  Castle,  the 
hift^  residenee  which  the  heir  ot  ihai  family  had 
Tnatitfl  wnh  ik&  iH^orU  Keeper,  and  the  rr  ports  which 
(tlujiuL^h  he  wuEiId  Im?  d— d  pre  ht-  f^avc  cr- lit  to  any  of 
fhoni)  ha<*  bwn  idly  circulaTetl  in  rht?  neii^'bhourhood. 
It  waa  not  tho  Captain's  i-tjo  to  Drpenr  K  mself  to  be 
'i5ea!*y  on  ihtt  subjifct  of  Ihefle  runirjnra ;  Uut  he  eaaly 
»nw  from  Lady  Ashlon*«  ttiiflhed  chct.ls  hesitating 
vaicf'  tpjd  flash  iiif^  *^ycj  jlhnrt  die  htid  cauzlitthe  alarm 
^hit'ti  be  intended  to  (^mmunicate*  she  had  not 
hPIm^  froni  h(?r  htj.^hanj  bo  oflw>  or  bo  regnhuiy  as 
nit*?  thou^t  him  bmmd  in  duty  to  hav^  'nnitten,  and 
of  ihia  viiry  interesting  intnhif^nca,  TOitcemmg  his 
^«Tt  ic  the  Ta^KiT  of  Woll^s  Crai^  and  the  ^/aem, 


whom,  with  such  eoncNality,  "he  had  tecelfed  at  Ito* 
venswood  Castle,  he  had  suffered  his  lady  to  remanr 
altogether  ignorant,  until  she  now  learned  it  by  thv 
chance  information  of  a  stranger.  Svch  conceal- 
ment approached,  in  her  apBrebeDsbna,  to  a  7ni»- 
prtsion,  at  least,  of  treason,  u  not  to  actual  rebellioa 
against  her  matrimonial  authority ;  and  in  her  invmrd 
Bo«d  did  she  vow  to  take  vengeance, on  the  Lord 
Keeper,  as  on  a  subject  detected  m  meditating  revolt* 
Her  indignation  burned  the  more  fiereely,  as  she 
found  herself  obHged  to  suppress  it  in  presence  ot 
Lady  Blenkensop,  the  kinswoman,  and  of  Craicen- 
gelt,  the  confidential  friend  of  Bucklaw,  of  wnose 
alliance  she  now  became  trebly  desiroasi  since  it  oc 
curred  to  her  alarmed  imagination,  that  her  husband 
might,  in  his  policy  or  tunidity,  prefisr  that  of  R^ 
venswood.  w 

The  Captain  was  engineer  enough  to  discover 
that  the  train  was  fired ;  and  therefore  heard,  m  the 
course  of  the  same  day,  %vithoat  the  least  snrpri8e» 
that  Lady  Ashton  had  resolved  to  abridge  her  visit  to 
Lady  Blenkensop,  and  set  forth  with  the  peep  oi 
morning  on  her  return  to  Scotland,  using  all  the  des- 
patch which  the  state  of  the  roads^  ana  the  mode  oi 
travel Ung,  would  possibly  permit 

Unhappy  Lord  Keeper !— little  was  he  aware  what 
a  storm  was  travelling  towards  him  in  all  the  speed 
with  which  an  old-fashk>ned  coach  and  six  could 
possibly  achieve  its  journey.    He,  like  Don  Gayferos^ 

forgot  his  lady  fair  and  tive,"  and  was  only  anxious 

about. the  expected  visit  of  the  Marquis  of  A w 

Soothfast  tidings  had  assured  him  that  this  nobb^naii 
was  at  leimth,  and  without  fail,  to  honour  his  castle 
at  one  in  the  afternoon,  being  a  late  dinner  hour ;  and 
much  was  the  bustle  in  consequence  of  the  annuncia- 
tibn.  The  Lord  Keeper  traversed  the  chambers,  held 
consultation  with  the  butler  in  the  cellars,  and  even 
ventured,  at  the  risk  of  a  dimeli  with  a  cook,  of  a 
spirit  lofty  enough  to  scorn  the  admonitions  of  Ladv 
Ashton  heraelf,  to  peep  into  the  kitchen.  ^atisfiecL 
at  length,  that  every  thing  was  in  as  active  a  train  ot 
preparation  as  was  possible,  he  summoned  Ravens- 
wood  and  his  daughter  to  M'&lk  upon  the  terrace,  for 
the  purpose  of  watching,  from  that  commanding 
poeition,  the  eariiest  symptoms  of  his  lordship's  ap- 
proadi.  For  this  purpose,  with  slow  and  idle  step,  he 
paraded  the  terrace,  which,  flanked  with  a  heavy 
stone  battlemlht,  stretched  in  front  of  the  castle 
upon  a  level  with  the  first  story ;  while  visiters  found 
access  to  the  court  by  a  projecting  gate- way,  the  bar- 
tizan or  flat-leaded  roof  of  which  was  accessibte 
from  the  terrace  by  an  easy  flight  of  low  and  broad 
steps.  The  whole  bore  a  resemblance  partly  to  a 
castle,  partly  to  a  nobleman's  seat ;  and  though  cal- 
culated, in  some  respects,  for  a  defence,  evinced  that 
it  had  been  constructed  under  c  sense  of  the  power 
and  security  of  the  ancient  Lordto  of  Ravenswood. 

This  pleasant  walk  commanded  a  beautiful  and  ex- 
tensive view.  But  what  was  most  to  our  present 
purpose,  there  were  seen  from  the  terrace  two  roads, 
one  leading  from  the  cast,  and  one  from  the  west- 
ward, which,  crossing  a  ridge  opposed  to  the  emi- 
nence on  which  the  castle  stood,  at  difiTerent  angles. 
gradually  appro&ched  each  other,  until  they  jomed 
not  far  from  the  gate  of  the  avenoe.  It  was  to  the 
westward  approach  that  the  Lord  Keeper,  from  a 
sort  of  fidgeting  anxietv,  his  daughter,  fitim  com- 
plaisance to  him,  and  RavensM^ood,  though  fe<^ng 
some  symptoms  of  internal  impatience,  out  of  con> 
plaisance  to  his  dauf^ter,  directed  their  eyes  to  sea 
theprBCursors  of  the  Marquis's  approach. 

These  were  not  long  of  presenting  themselves. 
Two  running  footmen,  dressed  in  white,  with  black 
jockey-caps,  and  long  stafls  in  their  hands,  Iwaded 
the  train :  and  such  was  their  agility,  that  they  found 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  necessaiy  advance,  which 
'the  etiquette  of  theu:  station  requirra,  before  the  car- 
rier and  horsemen.  Onward  they  came  at  a  k>og 
swinging  trot,  arguing  unwearied  speed  in  their  long- 
breatned  calhng.  Such  ronning  footmen  are  often 
alluded  to  in  oln  plays,  (I  would  particularly  instance 
"Middleton's  Mad  World  my  Masters,")  and  perhaps 
may  be  still  remembered  by  some  old  persons  m  Soot- 
landt  88^  part  of  the  rednus  of  the  anciem*  nobiliif 
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wte  mv^linff  in  fiill  oeimiony.*  Behmd  ihaie 
fj^fi^^ta^  meteors,  who  fooled  it  as  if  the  Avenger  of 
B^  had  been  behind  them,  came  a  cloud  of  doat, 
Tat9«l  by  riders  who  preceded,  attended,  or  followed, 
the  state-cafmge  of  the  Marquis. 

The  privile^  of  nobility,  in  those  da/a,  had  aome^ 
thing  in  it  imprcasivo  on  the  ima^nation^  The 
chesses  and  li veriee  and  nuoib^  of  their  attendanta, 
their  atyle  of  travaltina,  the  unpoaing,  and  almost 
warlike  air  of  the  armed  men  who  aurrounded  them, 
olaeed  them  far  above  the  laird,  who  travelled  with 
his  brace  of  footmen;  and  as  to  rivalry  from  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  community,  these  would  as 
soon  have  thought  of  imitatins(  the  state  equipase 
ef  the  Sovereisn.  At  present  it  ia  different ;  and  I 
myself  Peter  Pattieaon,  in  a  late  journey  to  Edin- 
b«sh,  had  the  honour,  in  the  mail-coach  phrase?  to 
"change  a  leg"  with  a  peer  of  the  realm.  If  was  not 
ao  in  the  days  of  which  I  write ;  and  the  Marquis's 
SiiirQach.  so  long  expected  in  vain,  now  took  place 
ift  the  full  pomp  of  ancient  aristocracy.  Sir  William 
Ashton  was  so  much  interested  in  what  he  beheld, 
and  in  considermg  the  ceremonial  of  reception  in  case 
any  circumstance  had  been  omitted,  that  he  scarce 
neard  hts  son  Henry  exclaim,  "There  is  another 
oaach  and  six  coming  down  the  east  road,  papa— can 
they  both  belong  to  tne  Marquis  of  A-^ — 'i" 

At  length,  when  the  youngster  had  fairly  compelled 
his  attention  by  palling  his  sleeve, 

"  Re  tamed  hi*  era*,  and,  as  be  tuni'd,  tonrey'd 
Am  awful  vmm^.'* 

Sure  enoogh,  another  coach  and  six,  with  foor 
servants  or  out-riders  in  attendance,  was  descending 
the  hiU  from  the  eastward,  at  such  a  pace  as  made  it 
doabtful  which  of  the  carriages  thus  approaching 
Cren  diflTerent  quarters  would  first  reach  the  gate  at 
the  extremity  of  the  avenue.  The  one  coach  was 
neea,  the  other  blue ;  and  not  the  green  and  blue 
aiariots  in  the  Circus  ol  Rome  or  Constantinople  ex- 
cited more  turmoil  amoai  the  citizens  than  the  double 
marition  occasioned  in  he  mind  of  the  Lord  Keeper. 
We  all  remember  the  tt'rrijle  exclamation  of  the  dying 
proftigate,  when  a  iriet  d,  to  d^troy  what  he  supposed 
the  hypochondriac  idea  of  a  spectre  anpearing  in  a 
*3ertam  shape  at  a  given  hour,  placed  before  him  a  ner- 
MB  dressed  up  io  the  manner  he  described.  "  Mon 
piet(,r  said  the  expiring  sinner,  who,  it  seems,  saw 
both  the  real  and  polygraphic  apparition—  *Uy  ena 

The  surprise  of  the  Lord  Keeper  was  scarcely  less 
unplsaaing  at  the  duolication  of  the  expected  arrival ; 
his  mind  misgave  nim  strangely.  There  was  no 
neighbour  who  would  have  approached  so  uncere- 
moniottriy,  at  a  time  when  ceremony  wan  held  in  such 
V'eneet  It  must  be  Lady  Ariiton,  said  his  conscience^ 
ud  followed  up  the  hint  with  an  anxious  andcipation 
« the  pupose  of  her  sudden  and  unannounced  return. 
He  felt  dut  he  was  caught ''  m  the  manner."    That 


die  company  in  which  she  had  so  unluckily  surprised 
nan  was  likely  to  be  highly  distasteful  to  her,  there 
was  no  question ;  and  the  only  hope  which  remained 
lor  him  was  her  high  sense  of  dignified  propriety, 
which,  he  trusted,  might  prevent  a  public  explosion, 
oat  so  active  were  his  doobts  and  fears,  as  altogether' 

_^  Ba»B^)on  I,  JededtahCIetNhbottiaoi.  enve  leave  to  vfmvk, 
r*"^'  wtkieh  iifniflei,  in  the  first  place,  Uiat,  havinc  in  yjun 
7l«uMl  at  the  Ciretilatiog  Library  in  Oandercleugh,  albeit  it 
>Bwd  iQ  aUailar  vanities,  for  thu  aaniTn  Middletoo  and  hi« 


J5»<  Vr«tfi<L  it  was  at  leogth  shown  unto  ma  anK>ncst  other 
21221'  lOirtories  earefully  compiled  by  ooe  Dodslejr,  who, 
oMibneu.  hath  his  reward  (br  oef lect  of  precious  tioie ;  and 
y*f  iwaased  so  much  of  mine  as  was  necessary  for  the  pur- 
s^  I  therein  found  Uiai  a  play-man  is  brouffht  in  as  a  foot- 
22%  whom  a  koifht  is  made  to  freet  fiu:eUo«sly  with  the 
wact  of  *^linea  stockiac  and  three-score  milea  a-day." 
•22^**w.  (wliieh  ia  secondly  in  the  vernacular^  wider  Mr. 
J^^H^Mo's  (kvoar,  aome  men  not  altogether  so  old  as  he  would 
■JPjeisat  ttttoi,  do  mmember  this  species  of  menial,  or  fore- 
^g^'  In  evideece  of  which,  I,  Jededia^i  Cleishbotham.  thoagh 
l^lf^res  yet  do  me  food  service,  remegaber  me  to  have  aeeo 
Za.  i?V'  *'*«  elotUid  ia  white,  and  bearing  a  staff,  who  ran 
■pr  befors  Uie  sUU -coach  of  the  umquhile  John,  Eari  of 
T^fnop.  father  of  this  Earl,  Chades,  that  now  is ;  unto  whom 
^r^f  J«sUy  said,  that  Renown  playeth  the  partof  a  nui' 
^**  lootman.  er  oreeursor :  and.  as  (he  ooot  sinaath— 


I  footman,  er  precursor ;  and,  as  (be  poet  siofeth— 

"  Mafs  stao^inf  by  asserts  his  qoarrd. 
•Aad  Fame  dies  afur  with  a  laurel." 


to  derange  hfi  purposed  oeremomal  ibr  the  roeepdon 

of  the  Mairnus. 

These  feelings  of  apprehension  were  not  confined 
to  Sw  William  Ashton.  "It  is  my  mother— it  is  mv 
mother  r*  said  Lucy,  turning  as  pale  as  ashens,  ani 
clasping  her  hands  together  as  she  looked  at  Ravens- 
wood. 

,  "And  if  it  be  Lady  Ashton,"  said  her  lover  to  her 
m  a  low  tone,  "  what  ean  be  the  occasion  of  such 
alarm  1— Surely  the  return  of  a  lady  to  the  family 
from  which  she  has  been  so  long  absent,  shoidd  ex- 
cite other  sensations  than  those  of  fear  and  dismay.'* 

*'  Yoa  do  not  know  my  mother,"  said  Miss  Ashton. 
in  a  tone  almost  breathless  with  terror;  "  what  will 
she  say  when  she  sees  you  in  this  place  !'*     •  ' 

"My  stay  has  been  too  long,"  said  Ravenswood, 
somewht^t  liaughtijy,  "if  her  displeasure  at  my  pre- 
sence is  likely  to  be  so  formidable.  My  dear  Lucy," 
he  resumed,  m  a  tone  of  soothing  encouragement, 
"  you  are  too  childishly  afraid  of  Lady  Ashton ;  she 
is  a  woman  of  family— a  lady  of  fashion-*a  person 
who  must  know  the  world,  and  what  is  due  to  her 
husband  and  her  husband's  guests." 

Lucy  shook  her  head ;  and,  as  if  her  mother,  still 
at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  could  have  seen  and 
scmtinized  her  deportment,  she  withdrew  herself 
from  beskie  Ravenswood,  ancl  taking  her  brother^ 
Henry's  arm,  led  him  to  a  different  part  of  the  ter- 
race. The  Keeper  also  shuffled  down  towards  the 
portal  of  the  great  gate,  without  inviting  Ravens- 
wood to  accompany  him,  and  thus  he  remained 
standing  alone  on  the  terrace,  deserted  and  shunned, 
as  it  were  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  mansion* 

This  suited  not  the  mood  of  one  who  was  proud  in' 
proportion  to  his  poverty,  and  who  thought  that,  in- 
sacrificing  his  deep-rooted  resentment  so  far  as  to 
become  Sir  William  Ashion's  guest,  he  conferred  a 
favour  and  rsceivod  none.  "  I  can  forgive  Lucy,"  ho* 
said  to  himself ;  "  she  is  young,  timid,  and  conscious 
of  an  important  engagement  assumed  without  her 
mothei^s  sanctwn ;  yet  she  should  remember  with 
whom  it  has  been  assumed,  and  leave  me  no  reason 
to  suspect  that  she  is  ashamed  of  her  choice.  For 
the  Keeper,  sense,  spnit,  and  expression  seem  to 
have  left  his  face  and  manner  since  he  -had  the  first 
glhnpse  of  Lady  Ashton's  carriage.  I  must  watch 
Imw  this  is  to  end ;  and,  if  they  give  me  reoson  to 
think  myself  an  unwelcome  guest,  my  visit  is  soon 
abridged." 

With  these  suspicions  floating  on  his  mhid,  he  left  the 
terrace,  and,  walking  towards  the  stables  of  the  castle, 
gave  directions  that  liis  horse  should  be  keot  in  readi- 
ness, in  case  he  should  have  occasion  to  ride  abroad. 

In  the  mean  while  the  drivers  of  the  two  carriages, 
the  approach  of  which  had  occasioned  so  much  dis- 
may at  the  castle,  had  become  aware  of  each  other's 
presence,  as  they  approached  upon  different  lines  to 
the  head  of  the  avenue,  as  a  common  centre.  Lady 
Ashton's  driver  and  postilions  instantly  received 
orders  to  get  foremost,  if  possible,  her  ladyship  being 
desh*ou8  of  despatching  her  first  interview  with  her 
husband  before  the  arrival  of  these  guests,  whoever 
they  might  happen  to  be.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
coachman  of  the  Marquis,  conscious  of  his  own  disu- 
nity and  that  of  his  master^  and  observing  the  rival 
charioteer  was  mending  his  pace,  resolved,  like  a 
true  brother  of  the  whip,  whether  ancient  or  modern, 
to  vindicate  his  ri^jht  ot  prededence.  So  that,  to  in- 
crease the  confusion  oT  the  Lord  Keeper's  under- 
standitig,  he  saw  the  short  time  which  remained  for 
consideration  abridged  by  the  haste  of  the  contend- 
ing coachmen,  who,  fixing  their  eyes  sternly  on  each 
other,  and  applying  the  lash  smartly  to  their  horses, 
b^;an  to  thunder  down  the  descent  with  emulous 
rapidity,  while  the  horsemen  who  attended  them 
were  nrced  to  pm  on  to  a  handgnllop. 

Sir  WilKam's  only  chance  now  remahiing  was  tho 
possibility  of  ftn  overturn,  and  that  hie  lady  or  visiter 
might  break  their  necks.  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
formed  any  disdnct  wish  on  the  subject,  but  1  havo 
no  reason  40  think  that  hie  gnef  in  either  case  would 
have  been  altogether  mconsolable.  ^  This  chance, 
jiowever,  also  disappeared ;  for  Lady  Ashton,  though 
.msenaiMe  to  itu,  began  to  see  the  ridiciilo  of  niu 
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nirtg  a  race  with  a  ymtsr  of  distinction,  the  froal 
b^' LI  1)4  lIk"  i^L^rttili  uf  Ut.v  n>vn  I'^a^'Eh',  and  commanded 
her  cuwcijniHin,  a*  Uioy  iii>pro:n  hed  the  avenue,  to 
ftljiclten  his  pftcc,  and  filbvv  r>a<'>4ence  to  the  stran- 
fit^*s  t!HuipQ«o  i  a  eoEtiinami  whii-h  he  gladlv  obeyed, 
ail  c^aniiRM  tn  time  t|0  savi]  hU  huiiour,  the  honee  of 
Iht?  Mnnjuia's  tan^nKe  being  I  m  Iter,  or,  at  leaat, 
f rt^sher,  t  hnti  hi«  o  vvji.  H  e  r >  h  n  m  ued  hi*  paccL  there- 
fore, and  ffljllered  the  jj^e*  ri  to  enter  the  are- 
]i  [^  wiib  nil  ItB  rwt^ijue,  ^  » It  occupied  with 
tSio  3pttxl  of  a  whirlwiuiL  I  .,^  %  irquis's  laced  cha- 
TJotJevr  no  s*>oii€T  found  ihe  pa*  d  uvancc  waa granted 
|u  him*  than  he  rosutned  a  mon.  deUberate  pace,  at 
ivbkli  be  advunccd  uiidtr  tbc  embowering  shade  of 
iLh':  IM^y  ebn^j  »urroiindix]i  by  rnl  the  attendants: 
whila  liie  earn  UK"  tjf  Laiiy  A»liton  followed,  still 

tn  the  fi^tn  of  tbe  cOHtlei  and  l>encath  the  portal 
wbicb  admitted  gut'*ia  into  Llit  mner. court,  stood 
6Jt  William  ABhitiii,  iuij<:b  peTiAiXed  m  mind,  his 
younger  Bt»n  and  don^btcT  bewit'  him,  and  in  their 
iwir  a  train  (?f  nit(?nH:iiu<t  ^if  v^ir^ous  ranks,  in  and 
oiii  of  bvDry.  Thij  ucKihiy  sintl  i^eniry  of  Scotland, 
at  this  period,  were  remarkable  even  to  extrava- 
gance for  the  number  of  their  servants,  whose  ser- 
vices were  easily  purchased  in  a  country  where  men 
were  numerous  beyond  proportion  to  the  means  of 

The  manners  of  a  man,  trained  like  Sir  William 
Ashton^  are  too  much,  at  nis  command  to  remain 
long  disconcerted  with  the  most  adverse  concur- 
rence of  circumstances.  He  received  the  Marquis, 
as  he  alighted  from  his  equipage,  with  ^ the  usual 
compliments  of  welcome ;  and^  as  he  ushered  him 
into  the  great  hall,  expressed  his  hope  that  his  jour- 
ney had  been  pleasanu  The  Marquis  was  a  tall, 
well-made  man,  with  a  thoughtful  and  intelligent 
countenance,  and  an  eye,  in  which  the  fire  of  ambi- 
tion had  for  some  years  replaced  the  vivacity  of 
youth  i  a  bold,  proud,  expression  of  countenance,  yet 
chastened  by  habitual  caution,  and  the  desire  which, 
as  the  head  of  a  party,  he  necessarily  entertained  of 
acquiring  popularity.  He  answered  with  courtesy 
the  courteous  inquiries  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  was 
formally  presented  to  Miss  Ashton,  in  the  course  of 
which  ceremony  the  Lord  Keeper  gave  the  first  symp- 
tom of  what  was  chiefly  occupying  his  mind,  by  in- 
troducLig  his  daugliter  as  "  his  wile.  Lady  Ashton." 
Lucy  blushed;  the  Marquis  looked  surprised  at  the 
extremely  juvenile  appearance  of  his  hostess,  and  the 
Lord  Keeper  with  difficulty  rallied  himself  so  for  as 
to  explain.  "I  should  have  said  my  daughter,  my 
lord ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  I  saw  Lady  Ashton's 
carriage  enter  the  avenue  shortly  after  your  lord- 

sliip's,  and" 

Make  no  apology,  my  lord,''  replied  his  noble 
guest*.  '^let  me  entreat  you  will  wait  on  your  lady, 
and  liAve  me  to  cultivate  Miss  Ashton's  acquaint- 
ance. 1  am  shocked  my  people  should  have  taken 
J>recoieQpe  of  our  hostess  at  her  own  gate;  but  your 
ordship  is  aware^  that  I  supposed  Lady  Ashton  was 
still  in  the  south.  Permit  me  to  beseech  you  will 
wai  9G  ceremony,  and  bosten  to  welcome  her." 

This  was  precisely  what  the  Lord  Keeper  longed  to 
do  {  and  he  instantly  profited  by  his  lordship's  obliging 
permission.  To  see  Lady  Ashton,  and  encounter  the 
first  burst  of  her  displeasure  in  private,  might  prepare 
her  in  some  degree,  to  receive  her  unwelcome  guests 
with  due  decorum.  As  her  carriage,  therefore,  stopped, 
the  arm  of  the  attentive  husband  was  ready  to  assist 
Lady  Ashton  in  dismounting.  Looking  as  if  she  saw 
him  not,  she  put  his  strm  aside,  and  requested  that  of 
Captain  Craigengelt,  who  stood  by  the  coach  with 
his  laced  hat  under  his  arm,  having  acted  as  cavcUiere 
servenit.  or  squire  in  attendance,  during  the  journey. 
Taking  hold  of  this  respectable  person^  arm  as  if  to 
support  her,  Ladv  Ashton  traversed  the  court,  uUering 
a  word  or  two  oy  way  of  direction  to  the  servants, 
but  not  one  to  Sir  William,  who  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  attract  her  attention,  as  he  rather  followed  than 
accompanied  her  into  the  hall,  in  which  they  found 
the  Marquis  in  close  conversation  with  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood :  Lucy  had  taken  the  first  opportunity 
<iif  esctning.   There  was  embarrBsament  on  every 


countenanoeaxoept  AttoftheMarqfoiaof  A^— -;  §m 
evenCraunngelt'e  impudence  waa  hanUy  able  to  ifA 
his  iearot  Ravenswood,  and  the  rest  felt  lae  awkwaiid-' 
ness  of  the  poaition  in  which  they  were  tbua  imez- 
pectedly  placed. 

After  waiting  a  moment  to  be  presented  by  Sir  Wfl- 
liam  Ashton,  the  Marquis  resolved  to  introduce  hian 
self.  "  The  Lord  Keeper,"  he  said,  bowing  to  LadjF 
Ashton,  "  has  just  introduced  to  me  his  daughter  mm 
his  wife— he  might  very  easily  preeent  L4dy  Aahton 
as  his  daughter,  so  Uttle  does  she  difier  from  wkmt  1 
remember  ner  some  yeara  sinca— Will  she  permii  ao 
old  acquaintance  the  privilege  of  a  gaeet  ?" 

He  siduted  the  ladv  with  loo  good  a  grace  to  apprw> 
bend  a  repulse,  and  then  pro^eded— *'  Thia»  Xadf 
Ashton,  is  a  peace-making  visit,  and  therefore  I  pre- 
sume to  introduce  my  cousin,  the  young  Master  of 
^Avenswood,  lo  your  favourable  notice." 

Lady  Ashton  could-  not  choose  but  curtseY ;  bat 
there  vras  in  her  obeisance  an  air  of  haugntineea 
approaching  to  contemptuous  reinilse.  Raveaawoo4 
could  not  choose  but  bow ;  but  his  manner  retiuned 
the  scorn  with  which  he  had  been  greeted. 

"  Allow  me,"  she  said,  "  to  present  to  your  lordship 
my  friend."  Craigengelt,  with  the  forward  impu- 
dence which  men  of  his  cast  mistake  for  ease,  made 
a  sliding  bow  to  the  Marquis,  which  he  graced  br  • 
flourish  of  his  gold-laced  hat  The  lady  turned  to  ner 
husband—*'  You  and  I,  Sir  William."  she  said,  aaa 
these  were  the  first  words  she  had  addressed  to  him* 
"  have  acquired  new  acquaintances  since  wepar^— 
let  me  introduce  the  aoauisition  I  have  made  to  mine 
—Captain  Craigengelt.' 

Another  bow,  ana  another  flourish  of  the  gold-laced 
hat,  which  was  returned  by  the  Lord  Keener  withoel 
intimation  of  former  recognition,  and  with  thai  aoit 
of  anxious  readiness,  which  intimated  his  wish,  that 
peace  and  amnesty  should  take  place  betwixt  the  con- 
tending parties,  including  the  auxiliaries  or  bolli 
sides.  "  Let  me  introduce  you  to  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood," said  he  to  Captain  Craigengelt,  following 
up  the  same  amicable  system.  But  the  Master  drew 
tip  his  tall  form  to  the  full  extent  of  his  beif^i,  ana 
without  so  much  as  looking  towards  the  person  thoa 
introduced  to  him,  he  said,  m  a  marked  toae,  *^  Cap- 
tain Craigen^lt  and  I  are  ahready  peiieciljr  wa>* 
acouainted  with  each  other." 

'Perfectly— perfecUy,"  replied  the  Captsda,  in  a 
mumbling  tone,  like  that  of  a  double  echo,  and  with 
a  flourish  of  his  hat,  the  circumference  of  which  was 
(greatly  abridged,  compared  with  those  which  had  so 
cordially  grac^  his  introduction  to  the  Marquis  and 
the  Lord  Keeper. 

Lockhard,  followed  by  three  menials  new  entered 
with  wine  and  refreshments,  which  it  was  the  faduoD 
to  offer  as  a  whet  before  dinner;  aad  when  they 
were  placed  before  the  guests,  Lsdy  Ashton  made  aa 
apology  for  withdrawing  her  husband  iron  ikdn  fov 
some  minutes  upon  business  of  special  import  The 
Marquis,  of  course,  requested  her  ladyship  weuld  lay 
herself  under  no  restraint ;  and  Craigengelt,  boltiaa 
with  speed  a  second  glass  of  racy  canary,  hastened 
to  leave  the  room,  feeling  no  great  pleaauie  in  the 
prospect  of  being  left  afone  with  the  Marquis  af  A— . 
and  the  Master  of  Ravenswood :  the  presence  of  the 
former  holding  him  in  awe,  ana  that  of  the  latter  ik 
bodily  terror. 

Some  arrangements  about  his  horse  and  hanata 
formed  the  pretext  for  his  sudden  retreat,  in  which  be 
persevered,  although  Lady  Ashton  gave  Lockbtnt 
orders  to  be  careful  most  particular^  ta  acconuno- 
date  Captain  Craigengelt  with  all  the  attesdaaoa 
which  he  could  possibly  require.  The  Marquis  and 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  were  thus  left  to  comma- 
nicate  to  each  other  their  remaxks  upon  the  ieceptio& 
which  they  had  met  with,  while  Laciy  Ashton  led  tha 
way,  and  her  lord  followed  somewhat  like  a  con- 
demned  criminal,  to  her  ladyship's  dressing-room. 

So  soon  as  the  spouses  had  both  entered,  her  ladrsha^ 

Sve  way  to  that  fierce  audacity  of  temper,  which  she 
d  with  difficulty  suppressed,  out  of  re^ct  to  tp* 
pearancefi.  She  shut  the  door  behind  the  alaraied 
Lord  Keeper,  took  the  key  out  of  the  spring-locx,  aai 
with  a  countenance  which  years  had  not  wsnix  of  iia 
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h«a^ty  ^armfl,  and  eyes  which  spoke  at  once  reso* ' 
lotion  and  resentment,  she  addressed  her  astounded 
hnsband  in  these  words .— "  My  lord,  I  am  not  greatly 
■Biprised  at  the  connexions  vou  have  been  pleased  to 
form  ditrinff  my  absence— tnoy  are  entirely  in  con- 
formity with  yDur  birth  and  breeding;  and  if  I  did 
expect  anjr  thing  else,  I  heartily  own  my  error,  and 
that  I  merit,  by  naving  done  so,  the  disappointment 
yoa  had  prepared  for  me.*' 

**  My  dear  Ladv  Ashton— my  dear  Eleanor,"  said 
the  Lord  Keeper,  listen  to  reason  for  a  moment,  and 
I  will  convince  you  I  have  acted  with  ail  the  regard 
due  to  the  dignity,  as  well  as  the  interest,  of  my  fa- 

•"To  the  interest  of  your  fiimily  I  conceive  you  per- 
fecdy  capable  of  attending,"  returned  the  imignant 
lady,  "  and  even  to  the  dignity  of  your  own  family 
&'.so,  as  for  aa  it  requires  any  lookmg  after— But  as 
min*  happens  to  be  inextricably^  involved  with  it,  yo^ 
will  excuse  me  if  I  choose  to  give  my  own  attention 
80  for  as  that  is  concerned." 

*What  would  you  have.  Lady  Ashton?"  said  the 
husband — "What  is  it  that  displeases  you?  Why  is 
it,  that  on  your  return  after  so  long  an  absence,  I  am 
arraigned  m  this  manner  T* 

"Ask  yotir  own  conscience,  Sir  William,  what  has 
prompted  you  to  become  a  renegade  to  your  political 
party  and  opiniopa,  and  led  you,  for  what  I  know,  to 
be  on  the  i>oint  of  marrying  your  only  daughter  to  a 
b^garly  iacobite  bankrupt,  toe  inveterate  enemy  of 
your  famuy  to  the  boot". 

"  Why,  what,  in  the  name  of  common  sense  and 
comn^on  civility,  would  you  have  me  do  madam?" 
answered  her  husband—  Is  it  possible  for  me,  with 
ordinary  decency,  to  turn  a  young  gentleman  out  of 
fcy  house,  who  saved  my  daughters  life  and  my  own, 
but  the  other  morning  as  it  wereT* 

**  Saved  your  life!  I  have  heard  of  that  story,"  said 
the  lady—  tiio  Lord  Keeper  was  scared  Jby  a  dun 
cow,  and  he  takes  .the  young  fellow  who  killed  her  for 
Chiyof  Warwick— any  butcher  from  Haddington  may 
soon  have  an  equal  claim  on  your  hospitality." 

"  Lady  Ashton,"  stammered  the  Keeper,  *'  this  is 
intolerable — and  when  I  am  desirous,  too,  to  make 
you  easy  by  any  sacrifice— if  you  would  but  tell  me 
what  you  would  be  at." 

"Go  down  to  your  guests,"  said  the  imperious 
dame,  "  and  make  your  apology  to  Ravenswood,  that 
the  arrival  of  Captam  Cfraigengelt  and  some  other 
friends,  renders  it  impossible  lor  you  to  olTer  him 
todsings  at  the  castle— I  expect  young  Mr.  Hayston 
offiudfiaw."  . 

"  Good  heavens,  madam  f  ejaculated  her  husbarid 
^"  Ravenswood  to  give  place  to  Craigenaelt,  a  com- 
mon gambler  and  an  informer  J— it  was  all  1  could  do 
to  forbear  desiring  the  fellow  to  get  out  of  my  house, 
vkI  I  was  much  surprised  to  see  him  in  your  lady- 
ship's train." 

*  Since  you  saw  him  there,  you  might  be  well  as- 
•ired,"  answered  this  meek  helpmate,  "  that  he  was 
proper  society.  As  to  this  Ravenswood,  he  only  meets 
widi  the  treatment  which,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
ho  gave  to  a  much-valued  friend  of  mine,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  his  guest  some  time  since.  But 
take  your  resolution ;  for,  if  Ravenswood  does  not  quit 
thehouse,  I  wUL" 

Sir  Wiiliara  Ashton  paced  up  and  down  the  apart- 
Jfent  in  the  most  distressing  agitation:  fear,  and 
name,  and  anger  contending  against  the  habitual 
deference  he  was  in  the  use  oi  rendering  to  his  lady. 
At  length  it  ended,  as  is  usual  with  timid  minds  placed 
in  Buch  circumstances,  in  his  adopting  a  mezzo  ter- 
i*tiae,  a  middle  measure. 

I  tell  you  franklyt  madam,  I  neither  can  nor  will 
js  guilty  of  the  incivility  you  propose  to  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood— he  has  not  deserved  it  at  my  hand.  If 
Wu  will  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  insult  a  man  of 

EUf  finder  your  owu  rooli  I  cannot  prevent  you ; 
I  will  not  at  least  be  the  agent  in  such  a  prepos- 
..t«  proceeding." 
"You wiH  notl"  asked  the  lady. 
II  ^0,  by  heavens,  madam  I"  her  husband  replied ; 
••*  nus  any  thing  congruent  with  common  decency, 
•i  to  drop  fait  aoduaintanee  by  degrees,  or  the  like— 
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but  to  bid  bun  leave  my  house  is  what  I  will  not,  and 
cannot  consent  to." 

"Then  the  task  of  suppprdng. the  honour  of  the 
family  Will  flill  on  me,  as  it  has  often  done  before," 
said  the  lady. 

She  sat  down,  and  hastily  wrote  a  few  lines.  The 
)^rd  Keeper  made  another  effort  to  prevent  her  tak- 
ing a  step  so  decisive,  just  as  she  opened  the  door 
to  call  her  ferj^ale  attendant  from  the  ante-room. 
"Think  what  you  are  doing.  Lady  Ashton— you  are 
makii^  a  mortal  enemy  of  a  young  man,  who  is  like 
to  have  the  means  of  harming  us" 

*'  Did  you  ever  know  a  Douglas  who  feared  an  ene- 
my?" answertti  the  lady  contemptuously. 

Ay,  but  he  is  as  proud  and  vindictive  as  a  hundred 
Douglasses,  and  a  hundred  devils  to  boot.  Think  of 
itforauKhtonly." 

"Not  lor  another  moment,"  answered  the  ladyj— 
"  here.  Mrs.  PatuUo,  give  this  billet  to  young  Ravens- 
wood. 

"  To  the  Master,  madam  ?"  said  Mrs.  PatuUo. 

"  Ay,  to  the  Master,  if  you  call  him  so." 

"I  wash  my  hands  of  it  entirely,"  said  the  Keeper; 
"  and  I  shall  go  down  into  the  garden,  and  see  iliat 
Jardine  gathers  the  winter  fruit  lor  the  desert." 

"Do  so."  said  the  lady,  looking  after  him  with 
glances  or  infinite  contempt:  "and  thank  God  that 
you  leave  one  behind  you  as  nt  to  protect  the  honour 
of  the  family,  as  you  are  to  look  after  pippins  and 
pears." 

The  Lord  Ket^r  remained  long  enough  in  the  gar- 
den to  give  her  ladyship's  mind  time  to  explode,  and 
to  let,  as  he  thought,  at  least  the  first  violence  of  Ra- 
venswood's  displeasure  blow  over.    When  he  entered 

the  hull,  he  found  the  Marquis  of  A giving  orders 

to  some  of  his  attendants.  He  seemed^in  hi;;h  dis- 
pleasure, and  interrupted  nii  apology  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam had  commenced,  for  having  left  his  lordship 
alone. 

"I  presumft  Sir  William,  you  are  no  strangw  to 
this  smgular  billet  with  which  my  kinsman  of  Ra- 
venswood" (an  emphasis  on  the  word  my)  "  has  been 
favoured  by  your  lady— and,  of  course,  that  you  are 
prepared  to  receive  my  adieus— My  kinsman  is  already 
gone,  having  thought  it  unnecessary  to  offer  any  on  his 
part,  since  all  former  civilities  had  been  cancelled  by 
this  singular  insult" 

/'I  protest,  my  lord,"  said  Sir  William,  holding  the 
billet  m  his  hand,  "I  am  not  privy  to  the  contents  of 
this  letter.  I  know  Lady  Ashton  is  a  warm-tempered 
and  prejudiced  woman,  and  I  am  sincerely  sorry  for 
any  offence  that  has  been  given  or  taken;  but  1  hope 
your  lordship  will  consider  that  a  lady*'-= — 

"  Should  near  herself  towards  persons  of  a  certain 
rank  with  the  breeding  of  one,  said  the  Marquis, 
completing  the  half-uttered  sentence. 

"True,  my  lord,"  sakl  the  unfortunate  Keeper; 
"  but  Lady  Ashton  is  still  a  woman' 

"  And  as  such,  methink&"  sakl  the  Marquis,  as^nin 
interrupting  him,  "  should  be  taught  the  duti^  which 
correspond  to  her  station.  But  here  she  cornes,  and  I 
will  Icam  from  her  own  raouth  the  reason  of  this 
extraordinary  and  unexpected  affront  oflered  to  my 
near  relation,  while  both  he  and  I  were  her  ladyship's 
guests." 

Lady  Ashton  accordingly  entered  the  apartment  at 
this  momenk  He^  dispute  with  Sir  William,  aud  a 
subseouent  interview  with  her  daughter,  had  not  pre- 
vented her  from  attending  to  the  duties  of  her  toilette. 
She  appeared  in  full  dress ;  and,  from  the  character  of 
her  countenance  and  manner,  well  became  the  splen- 
dour with  which  ladies  of  quality  then  appeared  on 
such  occasions. 

The  Marquis  of  A-^ — bowed  haughtily,  and  she 
returned  the  salute  with  equal  pride  and  distance  of 
demeanour.  He  then  took  from  the  passive  hand  of 
Sir  William  Ashton  the  billet  he  had  given  him  th? 
moment  before  he  approached  the  lady, '  and  was 
about  to  speak,  when  she  interrupted  mm.  "  I  per- 
ceive, mjr  lord,  you  are  about  to  enter  upon  an  uniMea- 
sant  subject.  I  am  sorry  any  such  should  have  oc- 
curred at  this  time,  to  interrupt,  in  the  slightest  degme, 
the  respectful  reception  due  to  your  lordship— but  tK» » 
is.- Mr.  Edgar  Ravenswood,  lor  whom  I  have  ad 
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dreescd  the  billet  in  your  Iord8bip*s  haAd,  bas  abused 
thohospitality  of  this  family,  and  Sir  William  Ashton's 
eofmess  of  temper,  in  order  to  seduce  a  young  person 
into  engagements  without  her  parents*i»n8ent,  and  oi 
which  they  never  can  approve." 

Both  gentlemen  answered  at  once,—"  My  kinsman 
is  incapable," said  the  Lord  Marquis. 

"  I  am  confident  that  my  daughter  Lucy  ia  still  more 
incapable" said  the  Lord  Keeper. 

Lady  Ashton  at  once  interrupted,  and  replied  to 
them  both.—'*  My  Lord  Marquis,  vour  kinsman,  if  Mr. 
Ravenswood  has  the  honour  to  Se  so,  has  made  the 
attempt  privately  to  secure  the  affections  of  this  young 
and  inexperienced  girl.  Sir  William  Ashton,  your 
(laughter  has  been  simple  enough  to  give  more  encou- 
ragement than  she  ought  to  n^ve  done  to  so  very 
improper  a  suitor." 

Apd  I  think,  madam,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  los- 
ing his  accustomed  temper  and  patience,  **  that  if  you 
bcui  nothing  better  to  tell  us,  you  had  better  have  kept 
this  family  secret  to  yourself  also." 

"  Vou  will  pardon  me,  Sir  William,"  said  the  lady, 
calmly ;  ''  the  noble  Marquis  has  a  right  to  know  the 
cause  of  the  treatment  I  nave  founa  it  necessary  to 
use  to  a  gentleman  whom  he  calls  his  blood-relation." 

"It  is  a  cause,"  muttered  the  Lord  Keeper,  "which 
has  emerged  nnce  the  effect  has  taken  place ;  for,  if  it 
exists  at  all,  I  am  sure  she  knew  nothing  of  it  when 
her  letter  to  Ravenswood  was  written." 
.  "  It  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  heard  of  this  "  said 
the  Marquis:  "but  since  your  ladyship  has  taoled  a 
subject  so  delicate,  permit  me  to  sav^  that  my  kins- 
man's birth  and  connexions  entitle  nim  to  a  patient 
lioaring,  and  at  least  a  civil  refusal,  even  in  case  of 
his  being  so  ambitious  as  to  raise  his  eyes  to  the 
daiighter  of  Sir  William  Ashton." 

You  will  recollect,  mv  lord,  of  what  blood  Miss 
Lucy  Ashton  is  come  by  the  mother's  side,"  said  the 
ladv. 

**'I  do  remember  your  descent— from  a  younger 
branch  of  the  house  of  Angus,"  said  the  Marquis— 
"and  your  ladyship—forgive  me,  ladf-K)ught  not  to 
forget  that  the  Kav^nswoods  have  thnce  intermarried 
with  the  main-stem.  Come,  madam— I  know  how 
matters  stand— old  and  long-fostered  prejudices  are 
difficult  to  get  ovei^-I  make  every  allowance  for 
them— I  ought  not,  and  1  would  not  otherwise  have 
suffered  my  kinsman  to  depart  alone,  expelled,  in  a 
manner,  from  this  house— but  I  had  hopes  of  being  a 
mediator.  I  am  still  unwilling  to  leave  you  in  anger 
—and  shall  not  set  forward  till  after  noon,  as  1  rejoin 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  upon  the  road  a  few 
miles  fVom  hence.  Let  us  talk  over  this  matter  more 
coolly." 

"  It  is  what  I  anxiously  desire,  my  lord,"  said  Sir 
William  Ashton,  eagerly.  "  Lady  Ashton,  we  will 
not  permit  my  Lord  of  A to  leave  us  in  displea- 
sure. We  must  compel  him  to  tarry  dinner  at  the 
3astle." 

**The  castle,"  said  the  lady,  "and  all  that  it  con- 
tains, are  at  the  command  of  the  Marquis,  so  long 
as  he  chooses  to  honour  it  with  his  residence ;  but 
touching  the  farther  discussion  of  this  disagreeable 
topic" 

^'Pardon  me,  good  madam,"  said  the  Blarquis; 
"but  I  caimot  allow  you  to  express  anv  hasty  resolu- 
tion on  a  subject  so  important  I  see  that  more  com- 
pany is  arriving ;  and  since  I  have  the  good  fortune  to 
renew  my  former  acquaintance  with  Lady  Ashton,  I 
hope  she  will  give  me  leave  to  avoid  periling  what  I 
prize  so  highly  upon  any  disagreeable  subject  of  dis- 
cussion—at least,  till  we  have  talked  over  more  plea- 
sant topics." 

The  lady  smiled,  curtsied,  and  gave  her  hand  to  the 
Marquis,  by  whom,  with  all  the  formal  gallantry  of 
the  time,  wnich  did  not  permit  the  guest  to  mck  the 
ladv  of  the  house  under  the  arm,  as  a  rustic  does  his 
sweetheart  at  a  wake,  she  was  ushered  to  the  eating- 
Toom. 

Here  they  were  joined  by  Bucklaw,  Craigengelt,  ajid 
other  neighbours,  whom  the  Lord  Keeper  had  previ- 
ously invited  to  meet  the  Marm;is  of  A .  An  apo- 
logy, founded  upon  a  slight  indisposition,  was  alleged 
as  an  excuse  for  the  absence  of  Miss  Ashton,  whose 


seat  appeared  unooco^ed.  The  entaliinnynLt  ^mtm 
splendia  to  profusion,  and  was  protracted  till  a  mm 
hour. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Sneh  wu  our  fUIen  (kther'a  fltis, 

Yet  better  thu  mine  owa ; 
He  shared  hii  exile  wUh  liii  male, 

Vm  banish'd  forth  uooe. 

Waimmm. 

I  WILL  not  attempt  to  describe  the  mixture  of  indw> 
nation  aiid  regret  with  wtuch  Ravenswood  left  tfie 
seat  which  had  belonged  to  his  ancestors.  The  tenns 
in  which  Lady  Ashton' s  billet  was  couched  rencieiied 
it  impossible  for  him,  without  being  deficient  ii\  tbf  t 
spirit  of  which  be  perhaps  had  too  much,  to  remajti 
an  instant  longer  within  its  walla.  The  Maraiufi, 
who  had  his  share  in  the  af&ont,  wa^  nevert^elesBi 
still  willing  to  make  some  efforts  at  conciliatioii 
He  therefore  suffered  his  kinsman  to  depart  alonfi, 
making  him  promise,  however,  that  be  would  wai: 
for  him  at  the  small  mn  called  the  Tod's-hole.  atuato^ 
as  our  readers  may  be  pleased  to  recollect,  naif  way 
betwixt  Ravenswood  Casde  and  Wolf's  Crag,  and 
about  five  Scottish  miles  distant  from  ea^h.  Here 
the  Marquis  proposed  to  join  the  Master  dl,  Raven*- 
wood.  eittier  that  night  or  the  next  morning.  His 
own  reelings  would  have  induced  him  to  have  left  the 
castle  directly,  but  he  was  loath  to  forfeit,  without  at 
least  one  eflfort,  the  advantages  which  be  had  pro- 
posed frotn  his  visit  to  the  Lord  Keeper;  andnhe 
Master  of  Ravenswood  was,  even  in  the  very  heat  of 
his  resentment,  unwillmg  to  foreclose  any  cnanceof 
reconciliation  which  mi^t  arise  out  of  the  partiality 
which  Sir  William  Ashton  had  shown  towards  him, 
as  well  as  the  intercessory  arguments  of  his  noble 
kinsman.  Hehimself  departed  without  a  momenra 
delay,  farther  than  was  necessary  to  make  this 
arrangement. 

At  first  he  spurred  his  horse  at  a  quick  pac^  throagh 
an  avenue  of  the  park,  as  i^  by  rapidity  of  motion,  he 
could  stupify  the  confusion  of  feelings  with  which  he 
was  assailed.  But  as  the  road  grew  wilder  apd  mens 
sequestered,  and  when  the  trees  had  hidden  the  tur- 
rets of  the  castle,  he  mtidually  slackened  his  pac&  aa 
if  to  indulge  the  painful  reflections  which  be  had  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  repress.  The  path  in  which  he 
found  himself  led  him  to,  the  Mermaiden^s  Fountain, 
and  to  the  cottage  of  Alice ;  and  the  fatal  influence 
which  superstitious  belief  attached  to  the  former  spot^ 
as  well  as  the  admonitions  which  had  been  in  vain 
offered  to  him  by  the  inhabitant  of  the  latter,  forced 
themselves  upon  his  memory.  "Old  saws  speak 
truth,"  he  said  to  himself;  "^and  the  Mermaiden'i 
Well  has  indeed  wimesscd  the  last  act  of  rashness  ol 
the  heir  of  Ravenswood.— Alice  spoke  well,"  he  con- 
tinued, "and  I  am  in  the  situation  which  she  foretold 
—or  rather,  I  am  more  deeply  dishonoured— not  the 
dependant  and  ally  of  the  destroyer  of  my  fathtir's 
house,  as  the  old  sibyl  presaged,  but  the  dcgradea 
wretch,  who  has  aspired  to  hold  that  8ubordina(# 
character,  and  has  been  rejected  with  disdain." 

We  are  bound  to  tell  the  tale  as  we  have,  received 
it ;  and^  considering  the  distance  of  the  time,  and 
propensity  of  those  through  whose  mouths  it  has 

gassed  to  the  marvellous,  this  could  not  be  called  a 
tcottish  story,  unless  it  manifested  a  tinge  of  Scot* 
tish  superstition.  As  Ravenswood  approached  the 
solitary  fountain,  he  is  said  to  have  met  with  the  fbl- 
lowing  singular  adventure:— His  horse,  which  was 
moving  slowly  forward,  suddenly  interrupted  its 
steady  and  composed  pace,  snorted,  reared,  andt 
thousn  urged  by  the  spur,  refused  to  proceed,  as  if 
some  object  of  terror  bad  suddenly  presented  itself^ 
On  looking  to  the  fountain,  Ravenswood  discerned  a 
female  figiu^  dressed  in  a  white,  or  rather  grayish 
mantle,  placed  on  the  very  spot  on  which  Lucy  Ash- 
ton had  reclined  while  listening  to  the  fatal  tale  ol 
love.  His  immediate  impression  wa&  that  she  baj 
conjectured  by  which  path  he  wonM  traverse  the 
paiK  on  his  departure,  and  placed  herself  at  this  well* 
known  and  sequestered  place  of  rendezvous,  to  induki 
her  own  sorrow  and  hj#  in  apartiog  interview,   fc 
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fhisMitf  he  Jumped  from  hb  bMM^  and,  nrnking 
indfe  £&sc  to  a  tree,  walked  hastilf  towards  the  fot.. 
lain,  prbnoimcing  eagerly,  yet  under  hia  breath,  the 
w«id8,"Mifl8XSton!--liicyr  ,.  ,  ^.  ^  ^ 
The  figure  turned  as  he  addresaed  it,  and  displayed 
lo  his  woadenna  eyes  the  featuiea,  not  of  Lucy  Ash- 
ton,  but  of  old  olind  Alice.  The  aingularity  of  her 
dreas,  which  rather  resembled  a^shioud  than  the  gar- 
ment of  a  living  woman— the  appearance  of  her  per- 
8oa«  hifser,  as  it  struck  him,  than  it  usually  seemed 
to  be— atx»ve  all,  the  strange  circumstance  of  a  bhnd, 
iofino,  and  decrepit  person  being  found  alone  and  at 
a  distance  from  ner  habitation,  (considerable,  if  her 
iafimutiea  be  taken  mto  account,)  combined  to  im- 
press |iim  with  a  feeling  of  woa<Mr  approaching  to 
Hear.  As  he  approached,  she  arose  slowly  from  ner 
seat^  held  her  mhyelied  hand  up  as  if  to  prevent  his 
coming  more  near,  and  her  withered  lips  moved  fast, 
akfaough  no  sound  issued  liom  them.  Ravenawood 
Slopped;  and  as,  after  a  moment's  pause,  he  again 
advanced  to  wains  her,  AUce,  or  her  apparition,  moved 
•r  glided  backwards  towards  the  thicket,  still  keeping 
her  £ice  turned  towards  him.  The  trees  soon  hid  the 
fMm  (torn  his  sight ;  and,  yieldiag  to  the  strong  and 
tenific  impression  that  the  being  which  he  had  seen 
was  not  of  this  world,  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
reottined  rootod  tp  the  ground  whereon  he  had  stood 
when  he  caught  his  last  view  of  her.  At  length,  sum- 
■MMung  up  ma  courage,  he  advanced  to  the  spot  on 
which  the  fifipore  had  seemed  to  be  seated ;  but  nei- 
ther was  there  pressure  of  the  srass,  nor  any  other 
pcumatance,  to  induce  bun  to  oelieva  that  what  he 
had  seeu  waa  real  and  substantial. 

Full  of  those  strange  thoughts  ana  confiised  appre- 
hensions which  awake  in  the  bosom  of  one  who  con- 
caves he  has  witnessed  some  preternatural  appear- 
laee,  ihe  Master  of  Ravenswood  walked  back  towards 
his  hofse,  frequently  however  looking  behind  him, 
apt  without  apprehenaionj  as  if  expecting  that  the 
jnson  would  j#-appear.  But  the  apparition,  whether 
It  was  real,  or  whether  it  was  the  creation  of  a  heated 
and  ^taied  imagination,  returned  not  again ;  and  he 
found  his  horse  sweating  and  terrified,  as  if  ezperi* 
eoeing  that  agony  of  fear,  with  which  the  presence 
«f  a  supernatural  being  is  supposed  to  agitate  the 
hrnte  cneation.  The  Master  mounted,  and  rode  slowly 
forward,  soothing  his  steed  from  time  to  time,  while 
the  animal  seemed  internally  to  shrink  and  shudder, 
fM  if  ezpectiliR  Bope  new  object  of  fear  at  the  open- 
lOf  of  every  ^adS.  The  rider,  after  a  moment's  con- 
■foeraiion,  resolved  to  investigate  the  matter  further. 
Can  my  eyes  have  deceived  me^"  he  said,  **  and 
deceived  me  for  such  a  space  of  time  1— Or  are  this 
woman's  infirmities  but  feigned,  in  order  to  excite 
Mmpaasion  T— And  even  then,  her  motion  resembled 
uot  that  of  a  Uving  and  existing  person.  Must  I 
jnopt  the  popular  creed,  and  think  Uiat  the  unhappy 
bong  has  formed  a  league  with  the  powers  of  dark- 
pas  J7-I  ai^  determined  to  be  resolved— I  will  not 
brook timpoaitk>n  even  l^m  my  own  eyes." 

In  this  uncertainty  he  rode  up  to  the  little  wicket  of 
Ahce'a  garden.  Her  aeat  beneath  the  bireh-tree  was 
Tf^U  though  the  day  was  pleasant,  and  the  sun  was 
W^  He  approached  the  hut,  and  heard  from  within 
toe  soba  waa  wailing  of  a  female.  No  answer  waa 
''ctQnied  when  he  knocked,  so  that,  after  a  moment's 
pause,  he  hfted  the  latch  and  entered.  It  waa  indeed 
arouse  of  solitude  and  aonow.  Stretched  upon  her 
'(innbie  palfet  lay  the  corpse  of  the  last  retainer  of 
the  bouse  of  Ravenawood.  who  still  abode  on  their 
^J^tarnal  domains!  Life  nad  but  shortly  departed ; 
jnd  the  Uttle  girl,  by  whom  she  had  been  attended  in 
^  last  momentk  waa  wringing  her  hands  and  sob- 
^n%  betwixt  childish  fear  aiMi  sonow,  over  the  body 
«ber  mistress. 

.The  Maater  of  Ravenswood  had  s«ne  difficulty  to 
^("Bipose  the  terrors  of  the  poor  child,  whom  his  un- 
''(i^cted  appearance  had  at  first  rather  appaOed  than 
^pwed}  and  when  he  succeeded,  the  first  expres- 
"1^  which  the  ghi  used  intimated  that  "  he  had  come 
wjtate."  Upon  inquiring  the  meaning  o(  this  ex- 
v*^>non,  he  learned  that  the  deceased,  upon  the  first 
yy  of  the  mortal  agony,  had  senia  peasant  to  the 


wood,  and  had  expressed  the  utmost  hnpadenee  for 
his  return.  But  the  messengers  of  the  poor  are  tardy 
and  negligent :  the  fellow  hcid  not  reached  the  castle^ 
ae  waa  afterwards  learned,  until  Ravenswood  had  left 
it,  and  had  then  ibund  too  nmch  amusement  among  the 
retinue  of  the  strmsers  to  return  in  any  haste  to  th« 
cottage  orAlice.  Mean  time  her  amqety  of  mind 
seemed  to  increase  with  the  agony  of  her  body ;  and, 
to  use  the  phrase  of  Babie,  her  only  attendant,  "  aha 
prayed  powerfully  that  she' might  se^  her  masters  son 
once  more,  and  renew  her  warning."  She  died  just 
as  the  dock  in  the  distant  village  tolied  one ;  and  Ra- 
venswood remembered,  with  internal  shuddering 
that  he  had  heard  th^  chime  sound  through  the  wood 
just  before  he  had  seen  what  he  was  now  much  di*- 
posed  to  consider  a0  the  spectre  of  the  deceased. 

It  waa  necessary,  as  well  from  his  respect  to  the 
departed  aa-in  common  humanity  to  her  terrified  at- 
tendant, that  he  should  take  some  measures  to  relieve 
the  girl  from  her  distressing  situadon.  The  deceased, 
he  understood,  had  expnnied  a  desire  to  be  buried  in 
a  soUlaiY  churchyard,  near  the  httle  mnof  th6  Tad's- 
hole,  called  the  Hermitage,  or  more  commonly  Armi- 
tagie,  m  which  lay  interred  some  of  the  Ravenswood 
family,  and  many  of  their  foUowers.  Ravenswood 
conceived  it  his  duty  to  gratify  this  predilection,  so 
commonly  found  to  exist  among  the  Scottish  peas- 
antry, ana  despatched  Babie  to  the  neighbouring 
viUaj^e  to  procure  the  assistance  of  some  females^ 
assunng  her  |hat.  in  the  mean  while,  ho  would  him- 
self remain  with  the  de^body,  which,  as  in  Thessaly 
of  old,  it  is  accounted  highly  unfit  to  feave  without  a 
watch.   . 

Thus,  in  the  course  of  a  quarter  6{  an  hour  or  little 
more,  he  fomid  himself  sitting  a  solitary  guard  over 
the.  inai|imate  corse  of  her,  whose  dismissed  spirit,  » 
unless  his  eyes  had  strangely  deceived  him,  had  so  re- 
cently manifested  itself  before  him.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  natural  courage,  the  Master  was  considerably 
anected  by  a  concurrence  of  circumstances  so  extra- 
ordinary. "  She  died  expressing  her  eager  desire  to 
see  me.  Can  it  be,  then,"— was  his  natural  course  ol 
reflection—"  can  strong  and  earnest  wishes,  formed 
during  the  last  agony  of  nature,  survive  its  catastro 
phe,  surmount  die  awful  bounds  of  the  spiritual  world, 
and  p|ace  before  us  its  inhabitants  in  the  hues  and 
colounngof  life?— And  why  was  that  manifested  to 
the  eye  which  could  not  unfold  its  tale  to  the  earl— 
and  wherefore  should  a  breach  be  made  in  the  laws  ot 
nature,  yet  its  purpose  remain  unknown  1  Vain 
Questions,  which  omy  death,  when  it  ahall  make  me 
uke  the  pale  and  withered  form  before  me,  can  ever 
resolve."^ 

He  laid  a  ck)th,  as  he  spoke,  over  the  Ufeless  fecsb 
upon  whose  features  he  felt  unwilUns  any  bnger  to 
dwelL  He  then  took,  his  place  in  an  old  carved  oaken 
chair,  ornamented  with  his  own  armorial  bearings, 
which  AUce  had  contrived  to  appropriate  to  her  own 
use  in  the  pilla^  which  took  place  among  creditors, 
officer^  demesnes,  and  messengers  of  tiie  law,  when 
hu  father  left  Ravenswood  Castle  for  the  Ust  time. 
Thus  seated,  he  banished,  as  much  as  he  couki,  the 
auperstitious  feelings  which  the  late  mcident  naturally 
inspired.  His  own  were  sad  enough,  without  the  ex- 
aggeration of  supernatural  terror,  smce  he  found  him- 
self traaaferred  from  the  situation  of  a  auccejBsiul 
lover  of  Lucy  Ashton,  and  an  honoured  and  respected 
fiiend  of  hta  father,  into  the  mdancholy  and  solitary 
guardian  or  the  abandoned  and  ibrsaken  corse  of  a 
common  pauper. 

He  was  reUeved,  however,  from  this  aad  ofiica 
aooner  than  he  could  reasonably  have  expected^  con- 
sidering the  distance  betwixt  the  hot  of  the  deceased 
and  the  village,  and  the  age  and  infirmities  of  three  old 
women,  who  came  from  thence,  in  military  phra4e^ 
to  raUeve  guard  upon  the  body  of  the  defhnct.  On 
any  other  occasion  (he  w^  ot  these  reverend  sibyls 
woidd  have  been-  much  more  moderate,  for  the  first 
waa  eighty  years  of  age  and  upwards,  the  second  waa 

Saralytic,  and  the  third  lame  of  akgfrom  some  acci- 
ent    But  Che  burial  duties  rendered  to  the  deoeaaed, 
are,  to  the  Scottish  peasant  of  either  sex,  a  hibour  of 
love.    I  know  not  whether  it  is  from  the  temper  of  the 
peopkb  graro  and  enihusiaatic  aa  it  certainly  »,  or 
•    30 
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from  thr  rf»cr»lI«H?tion  of  tho  ancient  Catholic  opininnit, 
wlifn  ihi'  fiiniTa.'  ritos  witu  nlwnvs  considert-d  as  a 
perioii  of  ft'Siivaj  to  the  livin;^ ;  but  feuHtin:?,  good 
chtv.T,  and  oven  inehrictv.  were,  and  are,  the  frequent 
arcoinpanitncnt!*  of  a  Srntt  sh  old-fnshioned  burial. 
What  lh'>  furi(>ra!  fc-asf,  or  dlr^i/ty  as  it  is  called,  was 
to  tlie  mill,  the  ulooiny  preparations  of  the  dead  body 
for  the  O'jiTm  were  to  the  women.  To  straight  the 
contDrtf-d  hnihs  ujujn  n  btwrd  ufl«l  for  that  melan- 
slmly  piir;io«t%  to  array  the  corpse  in  clean  Hncn,  and 
ov'.r  that  in  its  woollen  «hroiid,  wore  oi»erations  coni- 
mift'id  always  to  thf  old  matrons  of  the  villai^e.  and 
m  wiiich  tli'-y  found  asin^mlar  and^oomydt.'lis^ht. 

Tiie  oM  women  paid  the  Master  their  salutations 
with  a  ghastly  s?m!«*,  which  reminded  him  of  the 
mei!?in»'  }»L-iwixi  ^Ma'.'heth  and  the  witches  on  the 
blasted  In  ath  of  Forres.  He  jrave  them  some  money, 
aiifl  rteoiiiinendcd  to  them  the  charge  of  tho  d»^an 
bi)Jv  of  thtir  r«)ntem|K»rary_,  an  office  which  they 
wiilinirlv  undirt(H>k:  intimat)n^  to  him  at  the  same 
lime  th^i  he  mu^t  leave  tho  hut,  in  order  that  thev 
nvitht  \n."j(\n  their  mournful  duties.  Ravenswood 
re'iViily  ai-rt  ..'/l  to  depart,  only  tarrying  to  recommend 
to  them  due  attention  to  the  bo<ly,  and  to  receive 
inf'>rmation  where  he  was  to  find  the  sexton,  or 
bendl",  who  ha<l  in  charpc  the  deserted  churchyard  of 
th '.  .\rniitase,  in  order  to  prepare  matters  lor  the 
n^roiition  i)r'olrl  .Alice  in  the  placeof  repose  which  she 
had  «(l"<leil  for  htrself. 

"Yr'Ii  no  be  pinched  to  find  out  Johnie  Mort- 
sheu'-'h,*'  said  tho  eld.T  sibyl,  anrl  still  her  withered 
ehpi.R  lK»re  a  Rris«ly  smile— "he  dwells  near  the  Tod's- 
hole,  a  hmis*:  of  •.nicrtainment  whc  n?  there -lias  Inen 
niony  a  hlith**  birliiij?— for  death  and  driok-draining 
ori.^  near  neishhoiirs  to  ane  anither." 

".Ay!  and  that's  e'en  true,  cummer,"  said  the  lame 
has:,  nr-n'pini?  herself  with  a  crutch  which  Bunporti-*! 
the  snoriMiss  of  her  left  le:?,  "fi)r  I  mind  when  the 
father  of  this  Master  of  Ravcnsw«>od  that  is  now 
Bt  piriini;  iM*foro  us.  stick<-d  voim:;  Ulackhall  with  his 
whinger,  for  a  wran:;  word  said  ower  their  wine,  or 
Dran-iv,  or  what  not— he  i;aed  in  as  lij^ht  as  a  lark, 
and  he  «ame  out  wi'  his  fett  foremost.  I  was  at  the 
winding  of  the  corpsi;;  and  when  the  bhiid  was 
washed  «tC  he  was  a  bonnv  bouk  of  man's  bcxly." 

It  may  he  easily  brliev(><i  that  this  ill-timed  anecdote 
histim<"il  the  Masti-r's  puri>ose  of  quittina;  a  company 
po  evil-omened  ami  so  odious.  Vet,  while  walkintj  to 
th»'  tree  to  which  his  hors**  was  tie!,  and  busying  hmi- 
Bel)  with  adiustin:^  the  births  of  the  saddle,  he  ctmid 
not  BVoi«l  heariuLt,  throusjh  the  h-dgo  of  the  little 
parden,  a  convrrsati«m  resm'ctinghimsr'lf,  betwixt  the 
lame  wi»man  and  thi?  cMitosjenarian  sibyl.  The  pair 
had  hobbled  into  the  ganlen  to  jrather  rost.inary, 
fr)ut hern  wood,  rue,  and  other  plants  proper  to  be 
stn?w«il  upon  thu  body  and  burned  by  way  of  fumiga- 
tion in  tiie  chimniyof  the  cottage.  Tne  paralytic 
wretch  nlniost  exHaiistf^i  by  the  journey,  was  left 
gtiard  ij|ii)n  the  corp^,  lest  witches  or  fiends  might 
plav  their  sport  with  it. 

The  fill  lowing  low  croaking  dialogue  was  neccssa- 
rilv  .'iverlivjurd  by  the  Master  «f  Raven.swood  : — 

''That's  a  fre«h  and  fidl-grovm  hemlock,  Annie 
Winnie— mony  a  cummer  lan«  syne  wad  hae  sought 
nan  betT«*r  liorse  to  lice  over  hdl  and  how,  through 
mist  ami  ni.ioulight,  and  light  down  in  the  King  of 
France's  cellar." 

*•  Ay.  •■nniuier  I  but  the  ve-y  lieil  has  turned  as  hard- 
hearted now  as  the  Lord  Keeper,  and 'the  grit  folk 
that  hae  breast;*  like  whm-stane.  They  prick  us  and 
th^y  pine  us,  and  thuy  pit  us  on  the  pinnvwinkles  for 
witches:  ano,  if  I  say  my  prayers  backwards  ten 
timf'^ower,  Satan  will  never  gie  meamcns  o'  them." 

'•  Did  ye  ever  see  the  foul  thief?"  asked  her  neigh- 
bour. 

"  Xa !''  r*.'t>lied  the  other  spokeswoman ;  *'  but  I  trow 
I  hae  dnamr-d  of  him  mony  a  time,  and  I  think  the 
dav  will  come  thi;y  will  bum  mo  fur't.— But  ne'er 
mind,  cmimer!  we'  hae  this  dollar  of  tho  Master's, 
and  wf'll  S4>[id  doun  for  bread  and  for  yill,  and 
tobacco,  and  a  drap  lirandy  to  burn,  and  a  wee  pickle 
Mfift  simnr  -and  be  there  Ueil  or  nae  deil,  lass,  we'll 
mae  n  m-rry  niaht  o*t.'' 
Haic  her  Jvutlicru  chops  uttered  a  sort  of  cackbng 


ghastly  laugh,  resembling,  to  t  certain  degree,  theav 
of  I  he  screech-owl. 

"  He's  a  frank  man,  and  t  free-handed  man,  te 
Master,"  said  Annie  Winnie,  "and  a  comely  p» 
sonagc— broad  in  the  shouthcrs,  and  narrow  arouni 
the  mngies— he  wad  mak  a  bonny  corpse— I  wii 
like  to  hae  the  streaking  and  winding  o'  him.*' 

"  It  is  written  on  his  brow,  Annie  Winnie,"  returned 
the  octogenarian,  her  companion,  **that  hand  ci 
woman,  or  of  man  either,  will  never  straught  hun— 
dead-deal  will  never  be  laid  on  his  back — make  TOI 
your  market  of  that,  for  I  hae  it  frae  a  sure  hand.*' 

"Will  it  bo  his  lot  to  die  on  the  battle-cround  theiL 
Ailsie  Gourlay  1— Will  he  die  by  the  sword  or  ibe  baUi 
as  his  forbears  hae  dune  before  him,  mony  ane  o^ 
them  ?" 

"Ask  nae  mair  questions  about  it— he'll  bo  bt 
graced  sae  far,"  replied  the  sage. 

"I  ken  ve  are  wiser  than  iiher  folk,  Ailsie  Go» 
lay— But  M'ha  tell'd  ye  this?" 

^'  Fashna  your  thumb  about  that,  Annie  Wii._ 
answered  tlie  sibyl—"!  hae  it  frae  a  hand 
cneugh." 

"  But  ye  said  ye  never  saw  the  foul  thie^"  reiterated 
her  inquisitive  companion. 

"I  hae  it  frae  as  sure  a  hand,"  said  Ailsie,  "lod 
frae  them  that  spaed  his  fortune  before  the  sait  gaed 
ower  his  head." 

"  Hark !"  I  hear  his  horse's  feet  riding  afi,"  said 
the  other ;  "  they  dinna  sound  as  if  good  luck  wu  wf 
them." 

"  Mak  haste,  sirs,"  cried  the  paralytic  hag  from  At 
cottage,  "  and  let  us  do  what  is  no<-dfu',  and  sav  wbal 
is  fittmg;  for,  if  the  dead  corpse  binna  straugnted,  it 
will  girn  and  thraw,  and  that  will  fear  the  best  o'  u." 

Ravenswood  was  now  out  of  heanng.  He  dfr 
spisod  most  of  the  ordinary  prejudices  about  witch- 
craft, omens,  and  vaticination,  to  which  his  age  and 
country  still  gave  such  implicit  crc<lit^  that  to  expms 
a  doubt  of  them,  was  accounted  a  cnmc  equal  to  the 
unbelief  of  Jews  or  Saracens ;  he  knew  also  that  the 
prevailing  belM?f  concerning  witches,  operating  upos 
the  hypochondriac  habitsof  tho.to  whom  ase,  mfirpi 
ity,  and  poverty  rendered  liaide  to  suspicion,  aod 
ent'orced  by  the  fear  of  death,  and. the  pangs  of  the 
most  cruel  tortures,  often  extorted  those  coiifessiois 
which  encumlKT  and  di.«grace  the  criminal  rc'cuidf 
of  Scotland  during  the  8evcnu*enth  century.  But  tbs 
vision  of  that  morning,  whether  real  or  ima;];inarri 
had  impressed  his  mind  with  a  superstitious  *'e  liiiR 
which  he  in  vain  endeavourt^  to  shake  off.  Thii 
nature  of  the  business  which  awaited  him  at  the 
little  inn,  called  Tod's-hole,  where  be  soon  afUf 
arrived,  was  not  of  a  kind  to  restore  his  q)irits. 

It  was  necessan'  lip  should  see  Morrsheugh,  the 
sexton  o(  the  old  burial-ground  at  Armitasi?,  to  a^ 
range  matters  for  the  funeral  of  Alice ;  and  as  ihs 
man  dwelt  near  the  place  of  her  late  residence,  ihs 
Master,  after  a  slight  refreshment,  walked  towanU 
the  place  where  the  body  of  Alice  was  to  h€  depo- 
sited. It  was  situated  in  the  nook  formed  by  ihs 
eddying  sw(>ep  of  a  stream,  which  issued  from  the 
adjoining  hills.  A  rude  cavern  in  an  adjactnt  rock, 
which,  iii  the  interior,  was  cut  into  the  shape  of  ■ 
cross,  formed  the  hermitage,  where  some  Saxoi 
saint  had  in  ancient  times  dpne  penance  and  gifM 
name  to  the  place.  The  rich  Abbey  of  Coldinghama 
had,  in  latter  days,  established  a  chapol  in  the  ne^ 
bourhood,  of  which  no  veptigc  was  now  visible, 
though  the  churchyard  which  surrounded  it  was  still, 
as  upon  the  present  occasion,  used  for  the  intcnn«ni 
of  particular  persons.  One  or  two  shattertil  yew- 
trees  still  grew  within  the  precincts  of  that  Whick 
had  once  been  holy  ground.  Warriors  and  barotis 
had  Uvn  buried  there  of  old,  but  their  names  wets 
forootten,  and  their  monuments  demolished.  The 
only  sepulchral  memorials  which  remained,  were  the 
upright  headstones  which  mark  the  graves  of  persons 
of  inferior  rank.  The  abode  of  the  sexton  was  a 
solitary  cottain>  adjacent  to  the  mined  wall  of  the 
cemetery,  hut  so  low,  that,  with  its  thaich,  which 
nearly  reached  the  ground,  covered  with  a  thick  nop 
of  grass,  fog,  and  house-leeks,  it  rescmblr^d  on  owf- 
\Kro¥ni  ec%.N«.    On.  loquirYt  however,  Raveasmd 
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buiui  that  thd  man  of  the  last  mattock  vfBM  absent 
II  a  brill al,  being  firMltr  as  well  aa  grave-diiMtiT  to 
ihe  vintnity.  He  therefore  retired  to  the  little  inn. 
leaving  a  moua^e  that  early  next  morning  he  would 
iBtin  call  for  tho  person,  whose  double  occupation 
eonaet^tMi  him  at  once  with  the  house  of  mourning 
ud  thti  house  of  feastini^.  „,   „    ,    , 

An  ouJ rider  of  the  Marquis  arrived  at  Tod  s-hole 
Aortlr  after,  with  a  messaj^e,  intimating  that  his 
master  would  join  Ravenswood  at  that  place  on  the 
following  morning;  and  the  Master,  who  would 
otherwise  have  proceeded  to  his  old  retreat  at  VVoll '« 
Oag,  remained  there  accordingly,  to  give  meeting  to 
lui  noble  kinsman.  « 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Hat  thin  fellow  no  feeling  of  hia  busineM-he  linra  at 
gnvi  makinff. 

Bntit.  Cuvinm  liatli  made  it  in  dim  a  property  of  eaMinc.u. 
frrfr'   'TiJieVn  w;  thu  tiand  of  iittie  vinptojinuut  luitb  the 
daioUcr  mow.  ^  ^ 

Hamlet,  Act  V.  Scene  L 

Tkb  "ileep  of  Ravenswood  was  broken  by  ghastly 
ind  a::itating  visions,  and  his  waking  intt^rvals  dis- 
Mrbcd  by  melancholy  rctiections  on  the  past,  and 
gainful  anticipations  of  tho  future.  He  was  perhaps 
[he  only  traveller  who  ever  slept  in  that  miserable 
kennel  without  complaining  of  his  lodgings  or  feel- 
ing iuainvenience  from  their  deticienciei*.  It  n  when 
"'toe  mind  is  free  the  body's  dehcate."  Morninj;, 
luwever,  found  the  Master  an  early  riser,  in  hopes 
that  the  fresh  air  of  the  dawn  might  atibrJ  the  re- 
firwhrnont  which  night  had  refused  him.  He  took 
his  way  toward  the  solitary  burial-gromid,  wliich  lay 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  inn. 

The  thin  blue  smoke,  which  already  began  to  curl 
t^iward,  and  to  distinguish  tho  cottage  of  the  living 
from  the  habitation  of  tlie  dead,  apprized  him  that 
its  inmate  had  returned  and  was  stirring.  Accord- 
indy,  on  entering  the  little  churchyard,  he  saw  the 
•Id  man  labouring  in  a  half-made  grave.  My  dcs- 
tiay,  thought  Ravenswood,  seems  to  lead  me  to 
iceaes  of  fate  and  of  death ;  but  these  are  childish 
tboi^ts,  and  they  shall  not  mast*!rjnc.  I  will  not 
isaia  suner  my  imagination  to  beguile  my  senses.— 
tile  old  man  rested  on  his  spado  as  the  Master  ap- 
proached him,  as  if  to  receive  his  commands ;  and 
u  he  did  not  immediately  speak,  tho  soxton  opened 
the  discourso  in  his  own  way. 
.  **  Ve  will  be  a  wedding  customer,  sir,  I'sc  warmnt  ?" 

*What  makes  you  think  so,  friend?"  replied  the 
HaMer. 

"I  live  by  twa  trades,  sir,"  replied  the  blithe  old 
mrm;  "fidTle,  sir,  and  spade;  filling  the  world,  and 
eaiptying  of  it ;  and  I  mild  kim  baith  cast  of  custom- 
ers by  head  mark  in  thirty  years'  practice." 

'^Toii  are  mistaken,  however,  this  morning,"  re- 
plied Ravenswood. 

"Am  I T  said  the  old  man,  looking  keenly  at  him, 
"ixoth  and  it  may  be;  since,  for  as  brent  as  your 
brow  is,  there  is  sometiiing  sitting  upon  it  this  day, 
that  is  as  near  akin  to  death  as  to  wedlock.  Weel, 
wed ;  the  pick  and  shovel  are  as  ready  to  your  order 
ai  iww  ana  fiddle." 

"I  wish  you,"  said  Ravenswood,  "  to  look  ttftcr  the 
decent  interment  of  an  old  woman,  Alice  Gray,  who 
bred  at  the  Craig-f<K)tin  Ravenswood  Park." 
.  "Alice  Gray !  blind  Alice !"  said  the  sexton ;  "  and 
babe  gane  at  last'}  that's  another  iow  of  the  bell  to 
bid  rne  be  ready,  I  mind  when  Habhio  Gray  brought 
h«r  duwQ  to  this  land ;  a  likely  lass  she  was  then,  and 
iooied  ower  her  southland  nose  at  us  a*.  I  trow  her 
pride  got  a  downcome.-  And  is  she  e'en  gane  7" 

"She  died  yestt-rday,"  said  Ravenswood;  "and 
jiesired  to  be  buried  here,  beside  her  husband;  you 
know  where  he  lies,  no  doubt*]" 

"Ren  where  he  lies '?"  answered  the  sexton,  with 
nitiooal  indirection  of  response,  "I  ken  whar  a  body 
lie^  that  lies  here.    But  ye  were  speaking  o'  her 

Eive  1— Lord  help  us— it's  no  ordinar  grave  that  will 
od  her  in,  if  a's  true  that  fulk  said  of  Alice  in  bur 
uld  days ;  and  if  I  gae  to  six  feet  deep,— and  a  war- 
UfdCB  gnvfl  ahouldak  be  «n  iucU  inair  ebb,  or  her  ain 


witch  cummers  would  soon  whirl  her  out  of  her 
shroud  for  a'  their  auld  acquaintance— and  be't  six 
feet,  or  be't  three,  wha's  to  pay  the  making  o't.  I 
pray  ye  ?" 

''  I  will  pay  that,  my  friend,  and  all  other  reasona- 
ble charges." 

"Reasonable  charges?"  said  the. sexton;  "ou, 
there's  gmnil-mail— and  bell-siller— (thouflh  the  l)ell'8 
brokifii  nae  doubt)— and  thekist— and  my  day's  wark 
—and  my  bit  foe— and  some  brandy  and  yill  to  the 
drigie— I  am  no  thinking  that  you  can  inter  her,  to  ca 
decently,  under  saxtuen  punds  scots." 

"There  is  the  money,  my  friend,"  said  Ravens- 
wood,/' and  something  over.  Be  sure  you  know  tho 
grave." 

•'Ye'U  be  ane  o'  her  English  relations,  Tso  war- 
rant," said  tho  hoary  man  ot  skulls;  " I  hae heard  she 
married  far  below  her  station ;  it  was  ver>'  right  to  lot 
her  bite  on  the  bridle  when  she  was  livuig,  and  it's 
very  right  to  gio  her  a  decent  burial  now  she's  dead,  for 
that's  a  matter  of  cnnlit  to  yoursell  rather  than  to  her. 
Folk  may  let  their  kindred  shift  for  themseils  when 
they  are  alive,  and  can  bi>ar  the  burden  of  their  ain 
misdoings;  but  it's  an  unnatural  thing  to  let  Ihcin  be 
buried  like  dogs,  when  a'  the  discre(nt  ganizs  to  the 
kindnxl- what  kens  the  dead  corpse  about  it  7" 

You  would  not  have  peoi)lc  neglect  their  relations 
on  a  bndal  occasion  neither?"  said  Ravenswood,  who 
was  amused  with  the  professional  limitation  of  the 
grave-digger's  philanthropy. 

The  old  man  cast  up  his  sharp  gray  eyes  with  a 
shrewd  smile,  as  if,  he  understood  tliq  jest,  but  in- 
stantly continued,  with  his  former  gra\ity,—  Bridals 
~wha  wad  neglect  bridals,  that  hud  oiiy  regard  for 
plenishing  the  earth?  To  be  sure,  they  suld  be  cele- 
braUfl  with  all  manner  of  pood  cheer,  and  meeting  of 
friends,  and  musical  instruments,  ban),  packbut,  and 
p.saltLTy ;  or  gude  fiddle  and  pipes,  when  these  auld- 
warid  instruments  of  melody  are  hard  to  be  com- 
passed.'' 

'•  The  presence  of  die  fiddle,  I  dare  say,"  replied  Ra 
vcnswood,  '*  would  atone  for  the  absence  of  idl  tlie 
others." 

The  sexton  again  looked  sharply  up  at  him,  as  ho 
answered.  "  Nae  doubt— nae  doubt— if  it  were  wool 
played ;— but  yonder,"  he  said,  as  if  to  change  the  dis- 
course, "is  Halbert  Gray's  liinx  hamo,  that  ye  were 
spcering  after,  just  the  third  liourock  boyond  the 
inuckle  througn-staiic  that  stands  on  sax  legs  yonder, 
abiine  some  ane  of  the  Ravenswood;  for  there  is 
mony  of  their  kin  and  fuUowers  hera  dcil  lift  them! 
thuugh  it  isna  just  their  main  burial  place." 

"  They,  are  no  favourites,  then,  ot  yours,  these  Ra- 
vens woods  ?"  said  the  Master,  not  much  pleased  with 
the  passing  benediction  which  was  thus  bestowed  on 
his  family  and  name. 

*'  I  konna  wha  should  favour  them,"  said  the  grave 
digger ;  "  when  they  had  lands  and  power,  they  were 
ill  guides  of  them  baith,  and  now  their  head's  down, 
thert^'s  few  care  how  lang  they  may  be  of  hfting  it 
again." 

"Indeed!"  said  Ravenswood:  "I  never  heard  that 
this  unhappy  family  deserved  ill-will  at  the  hands  of 
their  country.  I  grant  their  poverty— if  that  rendere 
them  contemptible." 

"  It  will  gang  a  far  way  till't,"  said  the  sexton  ot 
Hermitage,^'  ye  may  tak  my  word  for  that— at  least.  I 
ken  naething  else  that  suld  mal^uysclf  contemptible, 
and  folk  arc  far  frae  rijspecting  4|as  they  wad  do  if  I 
lived  in  a  twa-lofted  sclatetf  house.  But  as  for  the 
Ravenswoods,  I  have  seen  three  generations  of  them, 
and  deil  ane  to  mend  other." 

"I  thought  they  had  enjoyed  a  fair  character  in  the 
country,"  said  their  descendant. 

"Character!  Ou,  ye  se&  sur,"  said  tho  sexton,  "as 
for  the  auld  gude-sife  bony  of  a  lord.  I  lived  on  hia 
land  when  I  was  a  swanking  young  chiold,  and  could 
hae  blawii  the  trumpet  wi'  ony  lK>dy,  for  1  had  wind 
eneush  then— and  touching  this  trumpeter  Marine 
that  ihave  heard  play  afore  tne  Lords  of  the  Circuit,  I 
wad  hae  made  nae  mair  o'  him  than  of  a  bairn  and  » 
bawbee  whistle— I  defy  him  to  hae  played  'Boot  an.* 
saildle,'  or  '  Horse  and  away^'  or  '  Qailatvt&^  CA^ai^ 
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"But  what  it  an  thii  to  oU  Lord  Rav6n8^v<ood, 
mf  friend  T  said  the  Master,  who,  with  an  anxiety 
not  lumatural  in  his  circumstanoes,  wae  desirous  of 

Erosecuting  the  musician's  first  topic— "What  had 
is  mcmoiy  to  do  v/ith  the  degeneracy  o£  the  trumpet 
music  ?" 

**  Jt0t  this,  sir,"  answered  the  aoxton,  "  that  I  lost 
my  wind  in  his  service.  Ye  see  I  was  trumpeter  at 
the  castle,  and  had  allowance  for  blawing  at  break  of 
day,  and  at  dinner'time,  and  other  whiles  when  there 
was  company  aboi^  and  it  pleased  my  lord;  and 
when  he  raised  his  militia  to  caper  awa  to  Both  well 
\  Brigg  against  the  wrang-hcaded  waistland  whigs,  I 
helioved,  reason  or  nane,  to  munt  a  horse  and  caper 
awa  wi'  ihem.^ 

"And  very  reasonable,"  said  Ravenswood:  "you 
were  his  servant  and  vassal." 

** Servitor,  say  yeT'  replied  the  sexton,  "and  so  I 
was—but  it  was  to  blaw  folk  to  their  warm  dinner. 
or  at  the  warst  to  a  decent  kirkyard,  and  no  to  skirl 
them  awa  to  a  bhndy  brae  side,  where  there  was  deil 
a  bedral  but  the  hooded  craw.  But  bide  ye— ye  shall 
hear  lyhat  cam  o't,  and  how  far  I  am  bund  to  be 
bedesman  to  the  Ravenswoods.— Till't,  ye  see,  we 

faed  on  a  braw  simmer  morning,  twenty-fourth  of 
une,  saxteen  hundred  and  se'enty-nine,  of  a'  the  days 
of  the  month  and  year,— drmns  beat— guns  rattled— 
horses  kicked  and  trampled.  Hackstoun  of  Rathillet 
keepii  the  brigg  wi'  musket  and  carabine  and  pike, 
sword  and  scythe  for  what  I  ken,  and  we  horsemen 
were  ordered  down  to  cross  at  the  ford,— I  hate  fords 
at  a'  times,  let  abe  when  there's  thousands  of  armed 
men  on  the  other  side.  There  was  auld  Ravenswood 
brandishing  his  Andrew  Ferrara  at  the  head,  and 
crying  to  us  to  come  and  buckle  to,  as  if  we  had  been 

fpun  to  a  fair,— there  was  Caleb  Ba^erstone,  that  is 
iving  yet,  flourishing  in  the  rear,  and  swearing  Gog 
and  Magog,  he  would  put  steel  through  the  guts  of 
ony  man  that  turned  bridle,— there  was  jroung  Allan 
Ravenswood,  that  was  then  master,  wi'  a  bended 
pipjdl  in  his  hand— it  w  ,  a- it  gaed  naaff,— 
zryiiii^  rofjiei  iriiit  ha  a  hvarvt'  it^  irii  ten  wind  left  as 
£erv^  ihc  necc&'^ary  purpase  of  my  nni  lungs.  *  Sound, 
you  poitron  I  sunni,  vdh  damned  cowardly  villain, 
iff  I  will  bdow  your  hmins  out  T  and.  to  he  aure,  I 
blew  ^c  pointB  of  war,  ihat  the  scrangn  of  a  clockin- 
,  htiti  wuainq^iic  to  ititimJ* 

"  Well,  sir,  cut  all  this  rfjorr^*'  wiid  Rayenswood. 

*'  Short  I— I  bad  lik«  to  hac  be^n  cut  short  myselL 
in  the  litiwer  of  my  yoiuh,  as  Spri[»ture  says;  and 
that  s  the  vefv  thing  that  I  oompiMn  o'.— Wecl!  in  to 
the  wiiitr  woWjovf^d  a'  \o  epiaeht  lictlsower head,  sit 
orfa'— ae  liorse  driviaK  ou  iltijrlior,  tis  is  the  way  of 
Lnitcr  bene  Is,  and  ridtrs  that  hae  ris  httle  sense^-^the 
v^ry  IjusIvl'S  on  the  iihi.t  side  wt^rti  ableeze,  wi'  the 
Hufihcjs  tif  the  whig  i^ind  j  i\m\  my  horse  had  just  taen 
the  CTtind,  when  a  Lilacknvi^cd  i^'e^ttnnd  carle— I  wad 
iiibiti  the  face  o*  him  a  himdrcd  ve«r«  yet— an  ee  hke 
.a  wild  falcon' &  atid  a  beard  aa  brosd  as  ray  shovel, 
flipped  the  end  o'  his  lane  binck  R^in  within  a  quar- 
ter'a  length  of  my  hi^ !— by  iho  jfrnte  o'  Mercy,  the 
horse  swarved  ruund,  and  I  fell  oft'  ai  the  tae  side  as 
ihe  N>ll  whi?fli?d  bv  bt  thp  tithpr,  nnd  the  fell  auld 
lord  iivjk  th,  v.:j_  _'  ,t  .^^wjiJh  wi'  his  broadsword 
that  he  made  twa  pieces  6*  his  head,  and  down  fell 
the  lurdane  wi'  a*  nis  bowk  abtme  md." 

"  You  were  rather  obliged  to  the  old  lord,  I  think,'' 
jaid  RaYonswood,^ 

"  Was  n  my  prtie!  first  for  bringing  mt9  into 
jeopardy,  would  I  nould  I— and  then  for  wiiomling  a 
chield  on  the  tapo'  rae,  that  dang  the  very  wind  out 
of  my  body?— I  hae  been  short-breathed  ever  since, 
nnd  canna  /^ans  twenty  yards  without  peghing  like 
a  miller's  aiver." 

"YoD  lost,  then,  your  place  aa  trumpeter  T'  said 
Ravenswood. 

"  Lost  it?  to  be  mse  I  lost  it,"  replied  the  9ezton, 
**  for  I  couldna  hae  played  pew  npon  a  dry  huml'ock ; 
■—hut  I  might  hae  dime  wed  eneugh,  fori  keepit  the 
wage  and  the  free  house,  and  litde  to  do  but  play  on 
4he  fiddle  to  them,  but  for  Allan,  last  Lord  Ravens- 
wood, that  was  far  waur  than  ever  his  father  was." 

"What."  said  the  Master,  "did  my  father-*— I 
mean,  did  hia  fiuhw^s  aeft— tma  iaat  Loid  Rai«ii»- 


wood,  deprive  yea  of  njtat  te  boimty  of  htaiw/km 

allowed  you?" 

"  Ay,  troth  did  he,"  answered  the  old  man ;  '*  for  bo 
loot  his  afiairs  gang  to  the  dogs,  and  let  in  this  Sir 
WiUiam  Ash  ton  on  us,  tliat  will  gie  naething  far  imp' 
thing,  and  just  removed  me  and  a'  the  puir  crestnrea 
that  nad  bite  and  soup  at  the  castle,  and  a  hole  to  put 
our  heads  in,  when  things  were  in  the  atdd  way." 

"  If  Lord  Ravenswood  protected  his  people,  mr 
friend,  while  he  had  the  means  of  doing  bo.  1  thiaL 
thev  might  spare  his  memory,"  replied  the  Master. 

Ye  are  welcome  to  your  ain  opinion,  sir,"  amid 
the  sexton ;  "  but  ye  winna  perauade  rae  that  be  did 
^s  duty,  either  to  himsell  or  to  bus  pair  dependenf 
CTeatures,  in  guiding  us  the  gate  he  has  done— he 
mieht  hae  gien  us  liferent  tacks  of  our  bits  o'  house* 
ana  yards— and  me,  that's  an  aald  man,  living  in  yon 
miserable  cabin,  that's  fitter  for  the  dead  than  tka 
quick,  and  killed  wi'  rheumaiise,  and  John  Smith  in 
my  dainty  bit  mailing,  and  his  window  glazen,  and 
a'  because  Ravenswood  guided  his  gear  like  a  fulc  ?* 

"It  is  but  too  true,"  said  Ravenswood,  conscience- 
struck  ;  "  the  penalties  of  extravagance  extend  far 
beyond  the  prodigal's  own  sufferings." 

^'However,"  said  the  sexton,  "^this  yonnff  man 
Edgar  is  like  to  avenge  my  w range  on  the  haiu  of  his- 
kindred." 

"Indeed?"  said  Ravenswood;  "why  ehould  yoa 
suppose  so  ?" 

*'They  say  he  is  about  to  marry  the  daughter  ot 
Leddy  Ash  ton;  and  let  her  leddyship  get  his  head 
ance  under  her  oxten  and  see  you  if  she  winna  gie 
his  neck  a  thraw.  Sorra  a  bit,  if  I  were  him— Let 
her  alane  for  handing  a'  thing  in  het  water  that  draws 
near  hei^sae  the  warst  wish  I  shall  wish  the  bd  is, 
that  he  may  take  his  ain  creditable  gate  o't,  and  ally 
himsell  wi'  his  father's  enemies,  that  have  taken  his 
broad  lands  and  my  bonny  kailyard  from  the  lawful 
owners  thereof." 

Cervantes  acutely  remarks,  that  flattery  is  picaang 
even  from  the  mouth  of  a  madman :  and  censure,  as 
well  as  praise,  often  afTects  us,  while  we  despise  the 
opinions  and*  motivee  on  which  it  is  founded  and  ex- 


Ravenswood,  abruptlv  reiterating  his  com- 
mand that  Alice's  funeral  should  be  attended  to,  flung 
away  from  the  sexton,  under  the  painful  impression 
that  the  great,  as  well  as  the  small  vulvar,  would 
think  of  his  engagement  with  Lucy  hke  this  ignorant 
and  selfish  peasant. 

"  And  I  nave  stooped  to  subject  myself  to  these 
calumnies,  and  am  rejected  notwithstanding !  Lucy, 
your  faith  must  be  true  and  perfect  as  the  diamond, 
to  compensate  for  the  dishonour  which  men's  opin- 
ions,  and  the  conduct  of  your  mother,  attach  to  the 
heir  of  Ravenswood !" 

As  he  raised  his  eyes,  he  beheld  the  MarguiB  of 

A J  who,  having  arrived  at  the  Tod's-hole,  iiad 

walked  forth  to  look  for  his  kinsman. 

After  mutual  greetings,  he  made  some  apology  to 
die  Master  for  not  coming  forward  on  the  prec^ng 
evening.  "  It  was  his  wish,"  he  said,  "  to  have  done 
30,  butpe  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  some  matters 
which  induced  him  to  delay  his  purpose.  I  find,"  he 
proceeded.  "  there  has  been  a  k)ve  aflair  here,  kins- 
man ;  and  though  I  might  blame  ;rou  for  not  having 
communicated  with  me,  as  being  m  some  degree  the 
chief  o£  your  family" 

"  With  your  lordship's  permission^"  said  Ravens- 
wood, "  I  am  deeply  gratefid  for  the  interest  you  are 
pleased  to  take  in  me— but  /  am  the  chief  and  head 
of  my  family." 

"I  know  It— I  know  it,"  said  the  Marquis;  "  in  a 
strict  heraldic  and  genealogical  sense,  you  certainN 
are  so-^what  I  mean  is.  that'  being  in  some  measure 
under  my  guardianship" 

"  I  must  take  the  Uberty  to  say,  my  lord,"  answered 
Ravenswood— and  the  tone  in  which  he  interrupted 
the  Marquis  boded  no  long  duration  to  th't  friendship 
of  the  noble  relatives,  when  he  himself  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  little  sexton,  who  came  puffing  after 
them,  to  ask  if  their  honoura  would  choose  roueic  at 
the  cnange-house  to  make  up  for  short  cheer. 

"  We  want  no  music,"  said  the  Master  abruptly. 

"  Your  honour  disna  ken  what  ye're  refusing  then,* 
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M^  iddten  %ith  the  itnner^neitt  freedom  of  his 
profofton.  "  1  can  play,  *  Wilt  thou  do't  agaih,'  and 
'the  Auld  Maii*8  JAetafs  Dead,'  sax  times  better  than 
evet  Ptttie  Brniie.  I'll  get  my  fiddle  in  the  tmning  of 
a»flhi-9crew." 

"  Take  /ourself  away,  sir,"  tmd  the  Maiqnis. 

"And  if  yofor  honour  be  a  north-ootunry  gen^ 
man,**  said  the  persevering  minstrel,  "  whilk  I  wad 
jydce  from  your  tongoe.  I  can  play  *  I^geram  Coeh.' 
ittf  'Motfin  Dhu.'  and  *  the  Oummers  of  Athole.' " 

"Take  yourself  away,  friend;  yon  interrupt  our 
coRyersation.*' 


**  Or  i(  under  your  honour's  favour,  ye  riiould  hap- 
pen to  be  a  tbonaht  honest,  I  can  play,"  (this  in  a  low 
and  confidential  tone;)  *^*Kilfiecrankie,'  and  *the 
Kin;  shall  hae  his  ain,^  and  *  the  Auld  Stewart's  back 
i^^am,'— and  the  wife  at  the  change-house  is  a  decent 
dscreet  body,  neither  keiis  nor  cares  what  toasts  are 
dnicken,  and  what  tunes  are  played  in  her  house— 
186*8  deaf  to  a*  thing  but  the  cfink  o'  the  siller." 

The  Marquis,  wno  M^as  sometimes  suspected  of 
wobitism,  could  not  help  laughing  as  he  threw  the 
kilow  a  dollar,  and  bid  him  go  play  to  the  servants  if 
be  bad  a  mind,  and  leave  them  at  peace. 

"Aweel,  SBntlemen^"  said  he,  "I  am  wishing  your 
boRours  eude  day-'ril  be  ft'  the  better  of  the  dollar, 
wd  re'U l»e  the  waur  of  wanting  the  music,  I'se  tell 
r^^But  Tse  Rang  hame,  and  finish  the  grave  in  the 
tuning  o*  a  fiddle-strini^  lay  by  my  spacie,  and  then 
get  my  tother  bread-wmner,  and  awa  to  your  fi>lk, 
aad  aee  if  they  hae  better  lugs  than  their  mastery." 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

True  love,  an  thoa  be  troe, 

Thoa  has  ane  kittle  part  to  plaj  ; 
For  fortune^  fttihion,  Amcr.  and  thoa, 

Maan  •tnre  for  maiiy  a  day. 

Tvt  keod  by  raony  a  fViend't  tale^ 

Par  better  by  this  heart  of  mine, 
'VThat  time  aad  ehante  of  fluey  aira!! 

A  tnie-love  kaot  to  untwine. 

HRKDBKSOtm. 

**!  wisHSD  to  tell  you,  my  good  kinsman,"  said  the 
nanpiis,  '^now  that  we  are  quit  of  that  impertinent 
UdJer,  that  I  had  tried  to  discuss  this  love  affair  of 
l^ort  with  Sir  William  Ashton's  daughter.  I  never 
law  the  young  lady  but  for  a  few  minates  to-day ;  so, 
wing  a  stranger  to  her  personal  merits,  I  pay  a  com- 
piiment  to  you,  and  offer  her  no  offence,  in  saying  you 
nii^t  do  better." 

'My  terd,  I  am  much  indited  for  the  interest  you 
w*e.  taken  in  my  affairs,"  said  Ravenswood.  "  I  did 
not  mtend  to  have  troubled  you  in  any  matter  con- 
cemins  Miss  Ashton.  As  mv  engagement  with  that 
2"nM(  lady  has  re&cbed  your  loidshia  I  can  only  say, 
JNt  you  must  necessarily  suppose  that  I  was  aware 
Jthe  objections  to  ray  marrying  into  her  father's 
^mihr,  and  of  course  must  have  been  completely 
tttiafied  with  the  reasons  by  which  these  objections 
tft  overbalanced,  since  I  have  prdceedMl  so  far  in  the 
matter." 

"^Nay.  Master,  if  yoa  had  heard  me  out,"  said  his 
■oole  relation.  "  you  might  have  spared  that  observar 
^n;for,  widiout  questioning  that  you  had  rea- 
■JjM  which  seemed  to  you  to  counteroalanoe  evetj 
J««r  obstacle,  I  sbt  myself  by  every  means  that  it 
J|"^une  me  to  use  towards  the  Ashtons,  to  persuade 
™» to  meet  your  views." 

.  1  am  obliged  tojronr  lordship  ior  your  unsolicited 
J"|^^^«88ion,'^Baid  Ravenswood ;  "  especially  as  I  am 
{^  your  knrdahip  would  never  carry  it  beyond  the 
•^"Sfy  which  it  became  me  to  use." 
^^Uf  thatf"  said  the  Bfarqms,  "you  mny,  be  con- 
^^t;  I  myself  felt  the  delicacy  of  the  matter  too 
nucn  to  place  a  gentleman  nearly  connected  with  my 
Tff  m  a  degrading  or  dubious  situation  with  these 
JWms;  But  I  pomted  out  all  the  advantages  of 
^  marrying  theu*  daughter  iAto  a  house  00  honour- 
f°JMnd  80  nearly  related  with  the  first  in  Sootlasd ; 
ll^lgaiaed  the  exact  degree  of  relationship  in  which 
2^5*yenswoods  stdnd  to  ourselves;  uid  I  even 
7^  liow  political  matters  were  like  to  turn,  and 
^"^  ttnis  vonid  be  tmmps  noxt  Parhfttnent.   I 


said  I  Mgavded  yon  as  a  seiH-^ff  a  neplnw,  or  so— 
rather  than  as  a  more  di«tant  r^ation  {  and  tha^  1 
made  your  affair  entirely  ray  own." 

"  And  what  was  the  issue  of  your  lotdship's  ezpla- 
nation  T  said  Ravenswood,  in  some  doubt  whether 
he  should  resent  or  express  gratitude  for  his  inter- 
ference." 

"  Why  the  Lord  Keeper  would  have  tistened  to  rea- 
son," said  the  Maniuis  {  "  he  is  rather  unwilling  to 
leave  his  place,  which,  in  the  present  view  01  a 
change,  must  be  vacated; ;  aad  to  say  truth,  he  seemed 
to  have  a  liking  for  you,  and  to  be  sensible  of  the 

feneral  advantaji^  to  be  attained  by  such  a  match, 
lut  his  lady,  who  i^tongue  of  the  trump,  Master,"-^ — ; 

"  What  of  Lady  Ashton,  my  lord  ?"  said  Ravens- 
wood; "let  me  kiiow  the  issue  of  this  extraordinary 
conference— I  can  bear  it." 

"I  am  glad  of  that,  kinsman,"  said  the  Marouis, 
"  for  I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you  half  what  she  said.  It 
is  enotigh— her  mind  is  made  up— and  the  mistress  of 
a  first-rate  boarding  school  could  not  have  rejected 
with  more  haughty  mdifference  the  suit  of  a  half-pay 
Iridi  officer,  beseeching  permission  to  wait  upon  the 
heiress  of  a  West  India  planter,  than  Ladv  Aeh- 
ton  spumed  every  proposal  of  mediation  which  it 
could  at  all  become  me  to  offer  in  behalf  of  you,  mv 
good  kinsman.  I  cannot  guess  what  she  means.  A 
more  honourable  connexion  she  could  not  form,  that's 
certain.  As  for  money  and  land,  that  used  to  be  her 
husband's  business  rather  than  hors;  I  really  think 
she  hates  you  for  haviujg  the  rank  which  her  husband 
has  not,  and  perhaps  for  not  having  the  lands  that 
her  goodman  nas.  But  I  should  only  vex  you  to  say 
more  about  it— here  we  are  at  the  change-house." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  paused  as  he  entered 
the  cottage,  which  reeked  through  all  its  crevices,  and 
they  were  not  few,  from  the  exertions  of  the  Mnr- 
quis's  travelling  cooks  to  supply  good  cheei^  and 
spread,  as  it  were,  a  table  in  the  wUdemess. 

*' My  Lord  Marquis,"  said  Ravenswood,  "I  alr^y 
mentioned  that  aocment  has  put  your  lordship  in 
possession  of  a  secret,  which,  with  my  oonsont, 
should  have  remained  one  even  to  you,  ray  kinsman, 
for  some  time.  Since  the  secret  was  to  t)art  from 
rav  own  custody,  and  that  of  the  only  person  besides 
who  was  interested  in  it  I  am  not  sony  it  should 
have  reached  your  lordship's  ears,  as  being  fully 
aware  that  you  are  my, noble  kinsman  and  friend." 

"  You  may  believe  it  is  safelv  lodged  with  me.  Mas- 
ter of  Ravenswood,"  said  the  Marquis ;  "  but  I  should 
like  weU  to  hear  3rou  say,  that  you  renounced  the 
idea  of  an  aUiancc,  which  you  can  hardly  pursue  with- 
out a  certain  degree  of  degradation." 

"  Of  that,  my  Lord,  I  shall  judge,"  answered  Ra- 
venswood, "  and  I  hopevrith  deUcacy  as  sensitive.as 
any  of  my  friends.  But  I  have  no  engagemeAi  with 
Sir  William  and  Lady  Ashton.  It  is  with  Miss  Ash- 
ton  alone  that  I  have  entered  upon  the  subject,  and 
my  conduct  in  the  matter  shall  be  enth^y  ruled  by 
hem.  If  she  continues  to  prefer  me  in  my  poverty  to 
the  wealthier  uiitors  whom  her  friends  recommend, 
I  may  well  make  some  sacrifice  to  her  sincere  afiec- 
tioft— I  may  well  surrender  to  her  the  less  tannble 
and  less  palpable  advantages  of  birth,  and  the  deep- 
rooted  prejudices  of  family^atred.  If  Miss  Lucy  Ash- 
ton should  change  her  mind  on  a  subject  of  such 
delicacy,  I  trust  my  friends  will  be  silent  on  my  dis- 
appointment and  I  shall  know  J|ow  to  make  my 
enemiee  so."  fl 

"  Spoke  like  a  gallant  young  nmleman,"  said  the 
Manmis ;  "  for  my  part  I  have  that  regard  for  you, 
that  I  should  be  sorry  the  thing  went  on.  This  Sir 
William  Ashton  was  a  pretty  enough  pettifogging 
kind  of  a  lawyer  twenty  years  ago,  and  betwixt  T>at- 
tlmg  at  the  bar,  and  leading  in  committees  of  Pariia^ 
ment,  he  has  cot  well  on— the  Darian  matter  lent 
hhn  a  lift,  for  lie  had  good  intelligence  and  sound 
views»  and  sold  out  in  time— but  the  best  work  is 
had  out  of  him.  No  government  will  take  him  at 
his  own,  or  rather  his  wife's  extravagant  valuation ; 
and  betwixt  his  indecision  and  her  insolence,  froni 
all  I  can  guess,  he  will  outsit  his  market,  and  be  had 
cheap  when  no  one  will  bid  for  him.  1  say  nothuigr 
of  Miss  AMiUotx ;  but  I  assure  you,  a  oounexion  wiw 
20* 
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her  fnthor  will  be  neither  uwfiil  nor  ornamental,  i 
beyond  that  pari  of  your  faihor's  spoils  which  he  may  I 
be  pnvjiili.ri  upon  lo  HiPirfjrjre  by  way  of  tocher  arood  ' 
—and  inkr  my  wnni  for  ii,  you  will  Ret  more  if  you  : 
have  spirit  to  bell  the  cat  wi'th  him  in  the  House  of 
l*rrr9.7-AiMl  I  will  l)c  the  man,  cousin,"  continued  his 
kirdship,  "  will  course  the  fox  for  you,  and  make  him 
rue  the  dny  thai  ever  he  refused  a  composition  too 
lionounMi^  for  him,  and  proposed  by  me  on  the  behalf 
of  a  kin?in«n." 

Thi.ro  was  something  in  all  this  that,  as  it  were, 
ovcrsliot  the  mark.  Ravenswood  could  not  diguise 
from.hinisi'jf  that  his  noble  kinsman  had  more  rea- 
sons for  taking'  oflbnce  at  the  recei)tion  of  hw  suit, 
than  n-;ranl(Hl  his  intrnist  and  honour,  yet  he  could 
ncilher  complain  nor  be  siirprip<;d  that  it  should  be 
80.  He  coutHnttnl  him»<t'lf  therefore  with  repeating, 
that  hi«s  nttarhnicnt  was  to  Miss  Ashton  personally ; 
that  he  «l(sir»'d  noilhir  wealth  nor  aggrandireme'nt 
from  her  father's  means  and  influence;  and  that 
nothing:  slmuld  pn?vmt  his  keeping  his  engagement, 
exccptina:  htr  own  exprcs?«ed  desire  that  it  should  be 
rdimjuifshfd— and  he  rrqupsled  as  a  favour  that  the 
matter  iniiiht  U*  no  more  mentioned  betwixt  them  at 

re.apnt,  asi"iring  the  jMarquis  of  A that  he  should 

e  his  confidant  in  its  nnigress  or  its  interruption. 
The  Manjuis  s-wm  nadf  m(»re  agreeable,  as  well  as 
more  inten  sting  subjects  on  which  to  converse.  A 
foot  p<»?f,  who  harl  f^•llowod  him  from  Edinburgh  to 
Ravenswood  (\is»iU\  and  had  tracer!  his  steps  to  the 
Tod's-hol  ■,  brouLfht  him  a  packet  laden  with  good 
news.    The  rH)liilral  calnilations  of  the  Marquis  had 

E roved  jn«f,  both  in  liOiidon  and  at  Edinburgh,  and 
e  saw  almost  witliin  his  grasp^  the  pre-eminence  for 
which  he  had  panted.— The  refreshments  which  the 
servants  had  prcjianfl  were  now  put  on  the  table,*  and 
an  epicure  would  perhaps  have  enjoved  them  with 
additional  zept,  fmm  the  contrast  Which  such  fare 
aHbrded  to  the  miserable  cabin  in  which  it  was 
served  up. 

The  turn  of  conversation  corresponded  with  and 
ailded  to  the  s<^>cial  fet-lings  of  the  company.  The 
Marquis  expandrd  with  ploasure  on  the  power  which 
pmbabie  imridents  were  likely  to  assign  to  him,  and 
on  the  use  which  he  hoped  to  make  of  it  in  serving 
his  kinsman  Raven?^wood.  Ravenswood  could  but 
repeal  the  gratitude  which  he  really  felt,  e\en  when 
hu  considerofl  the  topic  as  too  lony  dwelt  upon.  The 
wine  was  excellent,  notwithstandmg  its  having  been 
,  brought  in  a  runlet  from  Edinburgh ;  and  the  habits 
'  of  the  Marrjuis,  when  engaged  with  such  good  cheer, 
were  somewhat  s«tlentnr>-.  And  so  it  fell  out  that 
iliey  delayed  their  journey  two  hours  later  than  was 
their  orit-Tinal  pun>ose. 

"  Rut  what  of  that,  my  good  voung  friend?"  said 
the  Marrjuis ;  "  your  Castle  of  Wolfe  Crag  is  but  at 
five  or  six  miles  distance,  and  will  afford  the  same 

hospitality  to  vour  kinsman  of  A ,  that  it  gave  to 

this  sam<»  Sir  William  Ashton." 

"  Sir  William  tobk  the  castle  by  storm."  said  Ra- 
venswfKwI.  "and,  like  manva  victor,  harl  little  n»ison 


loconirratnlate  himself  on  his  conquest" 

"  Well,  well !"  said  Lord  A- 
iomething  rilaxe<I  by  the  wine 


"  Well,  well !"  said  Lord  A ,  whose  dignitv  ^ 

by  the  wine  he  had  drunk.—  I 
I  must  bribe  you  to  harl)our  mc— Come,  plengc  me  in 


was 


a  bump*  r  lualih  to  the  last  young  lady  that  slept  at 
Wolf's  ( -nig,  and  likwl  her  quarters.— My  bones  are 
not  so  tender  as  h^.  and  [  atn  resolved  to  occupy  her 
apartment  to-nigHihat  I  may  judge  how  ham  the 
couch  is  that  love  can  soften." 

"  Vour  lonlship  may  choose  what  penance  you 
please,"  said  Ravenswood ;  "  but  I  assure  you,  I  should 
exjHxt  my  old  servant  to  hang  himself,  or  throw  him- 
P(;Lf  from  the  battlements,  should  your  lordship  visit 
him  so  unexpectedly— I  do  assure  you,  we  are  totally 
and  literally  unprovide<l." 

But  his  drrlaration  only  brought  from  his  noble 
patron  an  assurance  of  his  own  total  indifference  as 
to  ever>'  sfn^cics  of  accommodation,  and  his  determi- 
nation to  F«\2  the  Tower  of  Wolfs  Crag.  His  ances- 
lor,  h'*  said,  'lad  been  feasted  there,  when  he  went  for- 
9t^an/  with  th*  then  Lord  Ravf/nswood  to  the  fatal 
Mtei/e  ofFloffflcn,  in  which  t}wy  \ioth  fell.  Thus  hard 
piVMul  the  Muster  oAcic-d  to  rido  Ibrwaid  to  gel 


matters  put  in  such  preparation  as  time  and  i  ^ 
stances  admined ;  but  the  Marquis  protested  his  kinii 
man  must  aflbrd  him  his  company,  and  would  onlf 
consent  that  an  avant-courier  should  carry  to  tw 
destined  Seneschal,  Caleb  Balderstone,  the  uiei* 
pected  news  of  this  invasion. 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  soon  after  accompanied 
the  Marquis  in  his  carriage,  as  the  latter  had  propostidi 
and  when  they  became  better  acquainted  in  the  dto- 
gress  of  the  journey,  his  noble  relation  ezplainea  the 
yer)^  liberal  views  which  he  entertained  for  hisrrli- 
tiorrs  preferment,  in  case  of  the  success  of  his  own 
political  schemes.  They  related  to  a  secret,  and  highly 
imponant  commission  beyond  sea,  which  could  unly 
be  intrusted  to  a  perwn  of  rank,  talent,  and  pf  rfect 
confidence,  and  wiiich,  as  it  required  great  trust  and 
reliance  on  the  envoy  employed,  could  not  but  provi 
both  honourable  and  advantageous  to  him.  We  ntfd 
not  enter  into  the  nature  and  purpose  of  this  conimi^ 
sion,  farther  than  to  acquaint  our  readers  that  the 
charge  was  in  prospect  highlv  acceuiable  lo  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  whu  hailed  with  pleasure  thf 
hoi.»eoferiicrgingfrom  his  present  state  of  inditftnoi 
and  inaction,  into  independence  and  honourable  ex- 
ertion. 

While  he  listened  thus  eagerly  to  the  details  «iib 
which  the  ]\Iarquia  now  thought  it  necessar>-  to  in- 
trust him,  the  messenger  who  had  been  din-atchcd  to 
the  Tower  of  Wolf's  Crag,  returned  with  Caleb  Bal- 
derstone's  humble  duty,  and  an  assurance  that  'i' 
should  be  in  seemly  order,  sic  as  tiie  hurr>'  of  timt 
IK'riiiitttnl,  to  receive  their  lordships  as  it  behoved.'' 

Ravenswood  was  too  well  accustomed  tt>  his  f>tne- 
schal's  mo<ie  of  acting  and  s])eakmg,  to  hopi*  much 
from  this  confident  assurance.  He  knew  that  Caleb 
acted  upon  the  principle  of  the  Spanish  generals,  in 

the  canipaign  of ,  who,  much  to  the  fjcrol exit}' o 

the  Prince  of  Orange,  their  cx)nimander-in-chief.  uMi. 
to  report  their  troops  as  full  in  number,  and  j>o.s.«t*sec 
of  all  necessar\'  points  of  equipment,  not  conf-ifitri 
it  consistent  with  their  dignity,  or  the  honour  of  Sps 


^ain, 
to  confess  any  deficiency  either  in  men  or  munition, 
until  the  want  of  both  was  unavoidably  di»<covcrt<i  ia 
the  day  of  battle.  Acconiingly,  Ravenswood  thou^sht 
it  necessary  to  give  the  Marouis  some  hint,  that  titt 
fair  assurance  wnich  they  had  just  received  from  Ca- 
leb, did  not  by  any  means  insure;  them  again&t  a  veiy 
inditlerent  reception. 

"  You  do  yourself  injusiice,  Master,"  said  the  Mn^ 
ciuis,  "or  you  wish  to  suriirise  me  agreeably.  From 
this  window  I  see  a  great  light  in  the  direction  whein 
if  I  remember  aright.  Wolfs  Crag  lies;  and.  tojud^s 
from  the  .'•plendour  which  the  old  I'owir  shed?  around 
it,  the  preparations  for  our  rect^tion  must  be  of  n» 
ordinary  description.  I  remember  your  father  putting 
the  same  decejition  on  me,  when  we  wcni  to  tht 
Tr>wcr  for  a  few  days'  hawking,  about  tweniv  jeait 
since,  and  yet  we  spent  our  lime  as  jollily  at^Nolfi 
Crag  as  we  could  have  done  at  my  own  hunting  ml 
at  B ." 

"Your  lordship,  I  fear,  will  experience  that  the 
faculty  rjf  the  present  proprietor  to  entertain  hisfrifcdf 
is  greatly  abndged,"  said  Ravenswood:  "the  will  I 
netkl  hardly  say,  remains  the  same.  But  I  am  it 
much  at  a  loss  as  your  lonlship  to  accrmni  for  id 
strong  and  brilliant  a  light  as  is  now  above  Wolfi 
Crag,— the  wndows  of  the  Tower  are  fiw  and  narrow, 
and  those  of  the  lower  stor\'  are  hidden  from  1:1  iT 
the  walls  of  the  court.  I  cannot  conceive  that  anV 
illumination  of  an  ordinary  nature  could  aflord  iDch 
a  blaze  of  light" 

The  mystery  was  soon  explained ;  forthccaTalcadi 
almost  instantly  haltL-d,  and  the  voice  of  Calt-b  Bal- 
derstone was  heant  at  the  coach  window,  cxclainnng; 
in  accents  broken  by  grief  and  fear,  "Och,  gi^nthmcB 
— Och,  my  glide  lordsr-Och,  haud  to  the  right  I— 
Wolfs  Crag  is  burning,  bower  and  ha'— a'  the  rich 
plenishing  outside  and  inside— a'  the  fine  graith.  pi^ 
tures,  tapcstriesL  needle-wark,  hangings,  and  otha 
decorements— a'  in  a  blecze,  as  if  they  were  nae  niW 
than  sae  mony  peats,  or  as  muckle  pcas-strae !,  Hiod 
to  the  right,  gentlemen,  I  implore  ye— there  is  somi 
sma' provisions  making  at  Lucky  Sma'trash's— biiiO 
i  Nvao  (uT  vVoBiuiJiiVi  intV>i«&^i  vati  that  iiven  to  we  df 
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iUtehswood  was  at  first  stmuied  by  this  new  and 
oKipected  calamity;  but  after  a  moment' ■  reoo4* 
lectiao^  he  sprang  fiom  the  carriage,  and  hastily  bid- 
ding ms  noble  kinsman  good-nighty  was  about  to 
taoead  the  hill  towards  the  castle,  the  broad  and  full 
omdagration  of  which  now  flung  forth  a  high  column 
of  redTiighc,  that  flickered  far  to  seaward  upon  the 
dasbiog  waves  of.  the  ocean. 

"Tike  a  horse,  Master."  exclaimed  the  Marqms, 
gpeady  affected  bv  this  additional  misfortune,  so  un- 
expeOedly  heaped  upon  his  yoangjproteg6 ;  "  and  give 
DM  my  ambung  palfrey  $~-and  haste  forward,  you 
kaavBS,  to  see  what  can  be  done  to  save  tile  furmture, 
or  to  eztingutsh  t2ie,.fire— ride^  you  knaves,  for  your 
bveir' 

The  attendants  bustled  together,  and  began  to 
itnke  their  horses  with  the  spur,  and  call  upon  Caleb 
U)  show  them  the  road.  But  the  voice  of  that  careful 
SeneBchal  was  heard  above  the  tumult,  "O  stop- 
tin,  stop— turn  bridle,  for  th^  luve  of  mercy— add  not 
loa  of  lives  to  the  loss  of  warld's  gear !— Thirty  bar- 
ids  of  powther,  landed  out  of  a  Dunkirk  dogger  in 
iW  auld  lord's  time— a'  in  the  vau'u  of  the  auld 
bwer,— the  fire  canna  be  far  afl"  it,  I  trow— Lord's 
nke,  to  the  right,  lads— to  the  right— let's  put  the  hill 
itween  us  and  peril, -:«  wap  wi'  a  comer-stane  o' 
Wolfs  Crag  wad  defy  the  doctor !" 
It  will  r^dily  be  supposed  that  this  annunciation 
innied  the  Marquis  and  his  attendants  into  the  route 
which  Caleb  prescribed,  dragging  Ravenswood  along 
with  them,  although  there  was  much  in  the  matter 
which  he  could  not  possibly  comprehend.  "  Ghmpow- 
derf  be  exclaimed,  laying  hold  of  Caleb,  who  in 
fiia  endeavoured  to  escape  firom  him,  "  what  gun- 
powder 1  How  any  quantity  of  powder  could  be  in 
Wolfs  Crag  without  my  knowledge,  I  cannot  possibly 
I  Mimrehend." 

"But  I  can,'*  interrupted  the  Marquis,  whispering 
bin,  ^I  ean  comprehend  it  thoroughly— for  Qod's 
nkciask  him  no  more  questions  at  present" 

"There  it  is,  now,"  said  Caleb,  extricating  himself 
own  his  master,  and  adjusting  his  dress,  '  your  ho- 
nour will  beUeve  his  lordship's  nonourable  testimony 
-His  lordship  minds  weei,  now,  in  the  year  that  him 

Aeyca'dKingWilUedied^' 

^   Hush !  hush,  my  good  friend !"  said  tho  Marquis; 
leball  satisfy  your  master  upon  that  subject." 

And  the  people  at  Wolf  s>hope"— said  Ravens- 
*ood,  "  did  none  of  them  come  to  your  assistance 
before  the  flame  got  so  high  7" 

Ar  did  thev,  mony  ane  of  them,  the  rapscallions !" 
•lid  Caleb ;  "but  truly  1  was  in  nae  hurry  to  let  them 
nto  the  Tower,  where  there  were  so  much  plate  and 
fables."  '  , 

"Confound  you  for  an  impudent  liar!"  said  Ra- 
'wwwood,  in  uncontrollable  ire,  "  there  was  not  a 

sij^le  ounce  of 

Porby,**  said  the  butler^  most  irreverently  raising 
J«  voice  to  a  pitch  which  drowned  his  master's,  "  the 
ore  made  fast  on  ua^  owing  to  the  store  of  tapestry 
{Jd  carved  timmer  m  the  banqueting  ha',  and  the 
joons  ran  like  scauded  rats  sae  sune  as  they  heard  of 
««pJinpouther." 

^   I  do  entreaty"  said  the  Marquis  to  Ravenswood, 
jHi  wiU  ask  him  no  more  questions." 
M   -Ij,  °°^  ™y  lord— What  has  become  of  poor 

Mvsie?"  said  Caleb,  "I  had  nae  lime  tolook  about 
??  Mysie— she's  in  the  tower,  fse  warrant,  biding 
^awfiddoom." 

By  heaven,"  said  Ravenswood,  "I  do  not  under- 
J«jd  all  this !  The  life  of  a  laithful  old  creature  is  at 
rj«-:my  lord,  I  will  be  withheld  no  longfer-I  will  at 
w  nde  up,  and  see  whether  the  danger  is  as  immi- 
"wtas  this  old  fool  pretends." 
„  Wfel  iheri,  as  I U ve  by  bread,"  said  Caleb,  **  Mysie 
?F^  and  safe.  I  saw  ner  out  of  the  castle  before  I 
]JJ"myselL    Was  I  ganging  to  forget  an  auld  Mow- 

^J!^^  ?**d«  yow  *«U  me  the  contrary  this  mo- 

H  AS  ,"*»d  his  master. 
.   Widl  tell  vou  the  contrary  1"  said  Caleb;  "then 
^fff^  bae  Seen  dreaming  surely,  or  this  awsorae 
■w  ass  tamed  mv  judgment— but  safe  she  is,  and 


ne'er  a  hTing  soul  in  the  castle^  a*  the  better  fomhem 
—they  wad  nave  eotten  an  unco  heezy." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood,  upon  this  assurance 
being  solemnly  reiterated,  and  notwithstanding  his 
extreme  wish  to  witness  the  last  explosion,  which 
was  to  nun  to  the  ground  the  mansion  of  his  fathers, 
suffered  hmwelf  to  be  dragged  onward  towards  ths 
village  of  Wolf  s-hope,  where  not  only  the  change 
house,  but  that  of  our  well-known  friend  the  cooper, 
were  all  prepared  for  reception  of  himself  and  his 
noble  .guest,  Mrith  a  Uberality  of  provision  w1m|Ii  re- 
quires some  explanation. 

We  omitted  to  mention  in  iu  place,  that  Lockhord, 
haymg  fished  out  the  truth  coneeming  the  mode  by 
which  Caleb  had  obtained  the  supplies  tor  his  banouet, 
the  Lord  Keeperi  amused  with  the  incident,  and  desi- 
rous at  the  tmie  to  gratify  Ravenswood,  had  recom 
mended  the  cooper  of  Wolf  s-hope  to.  the  oflicial  situ- 
ation under  government,  the  prospect  of  which  had 
reconciled  him  to  the  loss  of  his  wild-fowl.  Mr. 
Girder's  preferment  had  occasioned  a  pleasing  sur- 
prise to  old  Caleb ;  for  when,  some  days  after  his  mas- 
ter'^ departure,  he  found  himself  absolu|ely  compelled 
by  some  necessary  business,  to  visit  the  fishing  ham- 
let, and  was  gliding  like  a  ghost  past  the  door  of  the 
cooper,  for  fear  oi  being  summoned  to  give  somo 
account  of  the  progress  of  the  solicitation  in  his  favour, 
or,  more  probably,  that  the  inmates  might  upbraid 
him  with  the  false  hope  he  had  held  out  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  heard  himself^  not  without  some  apprehension, 
summoned  at  once  in  treble,  tenor,  and  bass.— a  trio 
performed  by  the  voices  of  Mre.  Girder,  old  Dame 
Loup- the-dike,  and  the  goodman  of  the  dwelling— 
"Mr.  Caleb— Mr.  Caleb— Mr.  Caleb  Balderstonel  I 
hope  you  arena  ganging  dry-lipped  by  our  door,  and 
we  sae  muckle  indebted  to  you  T 

This  might  be  said  ironically  as  well  as  in  earnest. 
Caleb  augured  the  woret,  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  tjio 
aforesaid,  and  was  movmg  doggedly  on,  his  ancient 
castor  pulled  over  his  brows,  and  his  eyes  bent  on  the 
ground)  as  if  to  count  the  flinty  pebbles  with  wbith 
the  rude  pathway  was  causewayed.  But  on  a  sudden 
he  found  himself  surrounded  in  bis  progress,  like  a 
stately  merchantman  in  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar  U  hope 
the  ladies  will  excuse  the  tarpaulin  phrase)  by  throe 
Algerine  galleys. 

"Gude  guid^  us,  Mr.  Balderstonel"  said  Mrs. 
Girder. 

"  Wha  wad  hae  thought  it  of  an  auld  and  kend 
friend !"  said  the  mother. 

"  And  no  sae  muckle  as  stay  to  receive  our  thanks," 
said  the  cooper  himself  "and  frae  the  like  o'  me  that 
seldom  ofiera  them  I  I  am  sure  I  hope  there's  nae  ill 
seed  sawn  between  us,  Mr.  Balderstone— Ony  inan 
that  has  said  to  ye,  I  am  no  gratefu'  for  the  situation 
of  Queen's  cooper,  let  me  hae  a  whample  at  him  wi' 
mine  eatche*-  that's  a'." 

stiLI  iluiilitiii^  Illjw  ilitf  cvriainty  of  the  maiLUT  might 
stiintl/'whni  n^eds  a' this  ctpremony  1-^ane  trifl*  to 
serv4>  iheirfrionda,  and  BOrticlimia  they  mny  hapfioi]  to 
pruHrper,  iiitdfiomeumirs  lomi^^k'-nacthmsl  care  to  be 
ifatihtd  wi'  l-^pstbin  thiinlw'— J  never  coiil(fbide  them." 

"Faith  Mr.  BaMfcrsfune,  ye  suld  \m  Ikxu  fuaUed 
wi'  few  0*  mint "  a^tiri  the  downriahc  mnn  of  etuves 
arjsl  hoops,  ''if  I  had  only  your  gwdf-will  ri>  ilimik  ye 
for -I  s^ulrj  e'cJt  U;jo  **?i  tht  f>iiBf^  nod  iho  wild  dtfukaSi 
an  1 1  tl  !!►  runlet  at"  snck,  ta  hnlnn'-^  tt]||t  a<^iMiint4  Gijd©^ 
wii]^  |[i.in,  i^  n  ^tijiriVti  tub,  ihath^Hdiin  nyc  lif|iior— 
but  ?iutjv  dvi'tr^  like  tliL^aaak  tjgh Hound,  and  suundi 
th  fit  \v dl  U n lid  I io tj or  for  i  h (s  king. 

''  Hav*'  yv  no  heard  of  our  letter,"  said  the  mother- 
in-law,  ''mflking  our  John  the  QutW«  cooper  foi 
certain?— and  Brjirce  a  chield  thai  had  ev<ir  hammei'- 
ed  ejfd  urou  tu^»  but  was  Appij^nfffor  it  T' 

*'Havi?l  heard!!!"  a  aid  Caleb,  (who  now  found 
how  the  wind  ^t.)  with  an  accent  of  exm^litig  con- 
tempt at  tlie  doubt  ©xpr^ssed— "  Havtj  1  heard  quo' 
she!ir*"and  a^  Kes|Kike  hti  changed  lib*  fthamblinc;, 
skulkine^  dodgniR  pace,  inio  a  manly  and  aiithorita- 
tive  st^-p,  re-oTjitijittd  hi*  cQckt^l  hn\,  and  euHl'rvd  Un 
brijw  to  emerKy  from  under  it  in  jdl  ikth  nnde  rf  iU'** 
tocracy,  Idie  (be  uun  froto^t^toiiy*^t4!PL)Qi^ 
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"  To*bc  sure,  he  canna  but  hae  heard,"  eaid  the  good 
woman. 

"Ay,  to  be  sure,  it's  impossible  but  I  should,"  said 
Caleb';  "and  sae  I'll  be  ilie  first  to  kiss  yc,  joe,  and 
wish  yoiL  c«>opor,  much  joy  of  your  preferment,  nae- 
tliinf,'  doubtini?  but  ye  ken  wha  are  vour  friends,  and 
hare  h^lpod  y»',  and  cmi  help  ye.  I  inought  it  ripnt  to 
look  a  wee  strange  upon  it  at  first,"  added  Caleb, 
"  jiist  to  see  if  ye  were  made  of  the  right  mettle—  but 
yi'  ring  true,  In'd,  ye  ring  true !" 

80  ii^ing.  with  a  most  lordly  air  he  kissed  the 
women,  nun  abandoned  his  hand,  with  an  air  of 
e« Tt  n<;  pni ronage,  to  the  htjarty  shake  of  Mr.  Girder's 
horn-liard  nnlin.  Upon  this  complete,  and  to  Caleb 
inopf  Miti-ifartorj'.  information, 'he  did  not,  it  niay 
rnjiilily  be  believed,  hc-sitftte  to  a<Ttpt  an  invitation  to 
a  .'Hikiim  f«ra»<r,  to  whi(.:h  wire  invited,  not  only  all  the 
rtwhihl^^  of  tlu'  viilnge,  but  evin  bis  ancient  antago- 
nist, Mr.  Dingwall  himself.  At  this  festivity  he  was 
of  ei>nrr-<*,  the  most  weKoineand  most  bonourcd  initst ; 
a!:d  s»)  Well  did  he  ply  tlit-  company  with  etorivs  of 
what  lie  cnuld  do  with  his  master,  bis  master  with 
the  I. on!  Kwper,  the  Lord  Keei)er  with  the  Coi'Acil, 
and  th'?  Cou-^.-il  with  the  Kinif,  that  l^fore  the-  com- 
pany dismiss'd,  (which  was,  indf;t  (I,  rather  0*  an  early 
hour  than  a  lare  one,)  e\er\inan  ol  note  in  the  village 
was  a*e«'nfiinii  to  tlielop-galJant  of  some  ideal  prefrr- 
nient  bv  the  hulrJer  of  ropes  which  Caleb  had  pre«enf- 
e  I  to  i"hfir  ii^ agination.  IV ay,  the  running  butler 
regained  in  thai  moment,  not  only  all  the  inthieiire  he 
i;oi?5e!?S'.  (1  fon.Mrly  over  the  villagers,  when  the  baro- 
nial family  which  he  ser\ed  were  at  the  proudest,  but 
accji'.iretl  even  an  nccession  of  imnortnnee.  The  writer 
— the  very  attonn-y  himself— sucn  is  the  thirst  of  pa*- 
fi-njient— f(  It  the  force  of  the  attraction,  and  taking 
an  opirtirtimiiy  to  draw  Calr^b  into  a  corner,  spoke, 
with  aJfectionate  regret,  of  the  declining  hvallh  of  the 
shenH-clcrk  of  the  county. 

"An  excellent  man— a  most  valuable  man,  Mr. 
Caleb— but  fat  sail  1  say !— we  are  peer  feckless  bodies 
—here  the  day,  ami  awa  by  cock-screech  the  morn— 
and  if  he  fad/ies,  there  maun  be  somebody  in  his  place 
—and  gif  that  ye  could  airt  it  my  way,  I  sail  be 
thankful,  man— a  gluvt  stulled  wi'  gowd  nobles— an' 
bnrk  ye.  man,  something  canny  till  yoursell— and  the 
•  Woirjj-hoiH- carles  to  settle  kindly  wi'  the  Master  of 
Rrivriir'wood- that  is,  Lord  Kavtnswood — God  bless 
hiS  liMiiship!" 

A  ?mile,  and  a  hearty  squeeze  by  the  hand,  was  the 
suitable  an.s\v(  r  to  this  overture— ami  Cab.b  made  his 
escajH'  fptm  ilie  jovial  parfy,  in  order  to  avoid  com- 
ini»tm:r  hims-.lf  liy  any  si^ceial  promises. 

"'I'he  Lord  be  trudc  to  me,  said  Caleb,  when  he 
found  himself  in  the  open  air,  and  at  liberty  to  give 
vent  to  the  s- 'f  1  .xnltation  with  which  he  was,  as  it 
Were  distcndefl ;  "did  ever  ony  man  a?c  sic  a  set  of 
preeii-gaiFliiiiTs  I— the  very  pick-maws  and  solangeese 
ontby  yonder  at  the  Bass  hae  ten  times  their  sen s«.>  !— 
God.  an  I  had  Wnn  the  Loni  High  Commissioner  to 
the  tstateso'  Parliaiiirnt,  they  couldna hae beflumm'd 
memair-and.  to  speak  Heaven's  inith,  I  could  hardly 
hae  bctlumiud  them  better  neither!  But  the  writer— 
ha !  ha !  ha  !— ah,  ha !  ha !  ha  !  mercy  on  me,  tliat  I  suld 
live  in  my  ?ii;!d  days  to  gie  the  gang-by  to  the  very 
writer  !—Shf  rill- clerk ! ! !— But  I  hae  an  auld  account 
to  SiUile  wi'  the  carle:  and  to  make  amends  for  by- 
panes,  the  ofljce  shall  just  cost  him  as  much-  time- 
serving and  lide-^ning,  as  if  he  were  to  get  it  in 
gude  earnest— of mhilk  there  is  sma'  apik-arance, 
unlpssi  the  Master  teams  mair  the  ways  of  this  warld, 
whilk  it  is  inucklc  to  be  doubted  that  he  never  will 
do." 

CHAPTER  XXVL 

Whrflnmei  yon  far  mjnimit-why  flinot  to  Iheblait 
Tlio"!'  iMiilirrK.  likctturi  rrum  Uie  flrmamcnt  rwtl 
TiK  iliu  »ire-«li<iw»r  nf  nun,  oil  drcattfully  driven 
Prtiui  thjn«  fyry,  Uuit  buaconj  the  darknuM  ot  Hoaven. 

Campbbx. 

The  circumstances  announced  in  the  conclusion  of 
the  last  chapter,  will  account  for  the  ready  and  cheer- 

/?//  nccpthm  of  the  Maniuis  of  A and  the 

=        Blnsur of lin vrv.n wv )aJ  in  f ne  vill a ge  of Wol f ' B-hopc. 
In  Ikct,  Culvb  had  no  eooucr  announced  the  conna-  \ 


gration  of  the  tower,  than  the  whole  hamlet  1  .. ,  _, 

foot  to  hasten  to  extinguish  thefiames.  And  alibooi^ 
that  zealous  adherent  diverted  their  zeal  by  ini^ 
mating  the  formidable  contents  of  the  sabtnraneaa 
apartments,  yet  the  check  only  turned  their  assuimnr 
into  another  direction.    Never  had  there  been  tucfl 
slaughtering  of  capons,  and  fat  geese,  and  barn-door 
fowls,— never  such  boiling  of  rtesttd  hams,- never 
such  making  of  car-cakes  and  sweet  sconea  Selkui 
bannocks,    cookies,   and    petticoat-taila,— aeheacwi 
little  known  to  the  present  generation.    Never  had 
there  been  such  a  tapping  of  barrela.  and  such -un- 
corking of  gmybeards,  m  the  village  ol  Wolf's-hope. 
All  the  inferior  houses  were  thrown  open  for  the 
reception  of  the  Marquis's  dependants,  wno  came,  it 
was  thought,  as  precursors  of  the  shower  of  prefe^ 
nieiit.    which  hereafter  was  to   leave  the  rest  of 
^Scotland  dry,  in  order  to  distil  its  rich  dews  on  the 
village  of  Wolf's-hope  under  Lamniermoor.    The 
minister  nut  in  his  claim  y>  have  the  guests  of  die 
tiuction  lodL'eii  at  the  Manse,  having  his  eye,  it  %-u 
thought,  upon  a  neiuhbouring  prefi.'niient,  where  the 
incumbent  was  sickly ;  but  3Ir.  Balderstone  destined 
that  honour  to  the  cooper,  his  wife,  and  wife's  mottier. 
who  danced  for  joy  at  the  preference  thus  assignal 
them. 

M'lny  a  bfck  and  many  a  bow  welcomed  theie 
noble  guests  to  as  good  entertainment  as  pc-r^ons  of 
such  rank  could  set  before  such  visiters;  and  (hi? old 
dame,  who  had  fomierly  lived  in  Kaveiiswood  CaciJp, 
and  knew,  as  she  said,  the  ways  ot  ihe  nohiliiy,  wii 
in  no  whit  \\  anting  in  arranging  matters,  as  wcilu 
circumstances  |)ermittrtl,  accoitiing  to  the  etiqueite 
of  (ho  times.  The  cooper's  house  was  so  roomy,  thil 
each  gurst  had  his  separate  ri'tiring  room,  to  which 
they  were  ushered  with  all  due  ceremony,  while  tlw 
plentiful  supper  was  in  the  act  of  being  plactd  upon 
the  table. 

Ravenswood  no  sooner  found  himsrlf  alone,  (hn, 
impelled  by  a  thousand  feelings,  he  left  the  apartment, 
the  house,  and  the  villain*,  and  hastily  retraced  hie 
strrps  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  which  rose  betwixt  the 
vilfagp.  and  scref.*ned  it  from  the  tower,  in  order  10 
view  the  final  fall  of  the  house  of  his  fathers,  homt 
idle  boys  from  the  hamlet  had  taken  the  rune 
direction  out  of  curioi^ity,  havinc  first  witnessed  the 
arrival  of  the  coach-and-six  and  its  attendants.  As 
\\\**y  ran  one  by  one  past  the  Ma»itcr,  caUing  to  carh 
other  TO  "come  anii  see  the  auld  lower  blaw  up  n 
the  lift  like  the  peelinirs  of  an  ingan,"  he  could  not  bot 
feel  himself  moved  with  indignation.  "And  these  era 
the  sons  of  my  father's  vassals,"  he  said — **<rf  mdi 
I)Ound,  both  by  law  and  gratitude,  to  follow  ourjiiitpf 
through  battle,  and  fire,  and  fiood;  and  now  tne 
destruction  of  their  liege-lord's  house  is  but  a  kuiida}'! 
sight  to  them !" 

These  exasperating  reflections  were  partly  rt- 
pressctl  in  the  acrimony  with  which  he  exclaimai, 
on  feeling  himself  pulled  by  the  cloak,—"  What  do 
you  want,  yon  dog  7" 

"I  am  a  dog,  and  an  auld  dog  too,"  answrred 
Caleb,  for  it  was  he  who  had  taken  the  fieedom, 
"  and  I  am  like  to  get  a  dog*s  wages — but  it  dot-s 
not  signification  a  pinch  of  sneeshing,  for  I  am  onvr 
auld  a  dog  to  learn  new  tricks,  or  to  follow  a  new 
mastei'." 

As  he  spoke,  Havenswood  attained  the  ridge  of 
the  hill  from  which  W'olfs  Crag  was  visible;  (he 
tiamee  had  entirely  sunk  do^'n,  and,  to  his  gitiil 
surprise,  there  was  only  a  dusL  y  reddening  upon  ihe 
clouds  mfiinediately  over  the  \  vstle,  which  Btcmcd 
the  reflection  of  the  embers  of  tht  sunken  fire. 

"The  place  cannot  have  blown  up,"  said  the 
Master;  we  must  have  heard  the  report— if  t 
quarter  of  the  gunpowder  was  there  you  ttll  me  oii  it 
would  have  been  heard  twenty  miles  otT." 

"  It's  very  like  it  wad,"  said  Balderstona,  com- 
pose* II  y. 

"  Then  the  fire  cannot  have  reached  the  vouItsT* 

"It's  like  no,"  answered  Caleb,  with  the  Mine 
imrx'netrable  gravity. 

.  "^Hark  ye,  Caleb, '  said  his  master,  "this  grows  • 
little  too  much  for  my  patience.  I  must  go  car 
exanuno  Viovr  uviwi&n  auuidyatANvif  ■  Crag  nivaelL 
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*  Yoor  honoar  is  ffAiigiftg  to  gang  naa  m  gate," 

^' And  wby  not  7"  dtid  Raveaawood,  ahaiply ;  "  who 
or  what  shall  prerent  me  Y* 

**Bven  I  mjrsell,"  said  Caleb,  with  the  same  deter- 
Ddaation. 

**  Ton,  Balderstone !"  replied  the  Master ;  **you  are 
fcrnttinff  youreeU;  I  think." 

^'Bat  I  think  no,"  said  Balderstone;  "for  I  can 
just  tell  ye  a*  about  the  castle  on  this  knowe-head  as 
wed  as  if  ye  were  at  it  Only  dinna  pit  yoursell  into 
a  kippace,  and  expose  yoursell  before  the  weans,  or 
before  the  Marquis,  when  ye  gang  downby." 

^  Speak  oot,  you  old  fool,"  replied  his  master,  "and 
let  me  know  the  best  and  the  worst  at  once." 

*0n,  the  best  and  the  warst  is,  just  that  the  tower 
is  tt»nding  hail  and  Oeir,  as  safe  and  as  empty  as 
wfaeii  ye  left  it." 

^Indeed!— and  the  fire  1"  said  Ravenswood. 

**Not  a  gleed  of  &«,  then,  exc^t  the  bit  kindlinff 
peat,  and  maybe  a  spunk  in  Mysie's  cutty-pipe, ' 
ndied  Caleb. 

^ Bat  the  flame?"  demanded  Ravenswood;  "the 
bioad  blaze  which  might  have  been  seen  ten  miles  off 
-what  occasioned  that?"    . 

''Hout  awa  t  it's  an  auld  saying  and  a  true,— 
Lini«*t  the  light 
WUl  IM  •een  jkr  in  a  mirk  nif ht 

A  whcen  fern  and  horse  litter  that  I  fined  in  the  court- 
rird,  after  sending  back  the  loun  of  a  footman ;  and, 
to  speak  heaven's  truth,  the  next  time  that  ye  send  or 
brrag  onybody  here,  let  them, be  gentks  allenarily, 
Mihout  ony  nemd  servants,  like  that  chield  Look- 
turd,  to  be  gledging  and  gleeing  about,  and  looking 
Bpoo  the  wrang  side  of  ane's  housekeeping,  to  the 
dscradh  of  the  uimily,  and  forcing  ane  to  damn  their 
nqIs  wi'  telling  ae  lee  after  another  faster  than  I  can 
count  tbem— I  wad  rather  set  fire  to  the  tower  in 
nde  earnest,  and  bum  it  ower  iny  ain  head  into  the 
MTCTin,  or  I  see  the  family  dishonoured  in  the  sort." 

''Upon  my  word,  I  am  mfinitely  obliged  by  the  pro- 
pMal,  Caleb,"  said  his  master,  scarce  able  to  restrain 
his  laoffhter,  though  rather  angry  at  the  same  time. 
"But  UMt^inpowder  t-*-is  there  such  a  thing  in  the 
taver?— The  Marouia  seemed  to  know  of  it"  , 

**  The  pouth^r— na !  ha  !  ha !— the  Marquis— na ! 
ht!  ha!"  replied  Ccdeb;  "if  your  honour  were  to 
bfiin  me,  I  behooved  to  laugh— the  MarquisT-the  pou- 
tber !— was  il  there  ?  ay,  it  was  there.  Did  he  ken 
o'tl— my  certie !  the  Marquis  kend  o't,  and  it  was 
the  best  o'  the  game ;  for  when  I  could  nae  pacify  your 
fionour  wi'  a  that  I  could  say,  I  aye  threw  out  a 
word  mair  about  thejgujipouther.  and  garr'd  theMar- 
qois  tak  the  job  in  his  ain  hand." 

''But  you  nave  not  answered  my  question,"  said  the 
Master,  imjiatiently ;  "how  came  the  powder  there, 
ud  wbne  IS  it  now  7" 

"Ou,  it  came  there,  an  ve  maon  needs  ken."  said 
Ctkb,  looking  mysteriously,  and  whispering,  when 
there  was  like  to  be  a  wee  bit  rising  here  t  and  the 
Htninis,  and  a'  the  great  lords  of  the  north,  were  a' 
ia  it,  and  mony  a  gudely  gun  and  broadsword  were 
fierried  ower  fi-ae  Dunkirk  forby  the  pouther— awfu' 
walk  we  had  getting  them  into  .the  tower  under  cloud 
^  night,  for  ye  maun  think  it  w'asna  every  bbdy  could 
betmsted  wT  sic  kittle  jobs— But  if  ye  will  gae  hamo 
bi  your  supper,  I  will  tell  you  a'  about  it  as  ye  gang 
down." 

.  "  And  tliese  wretched  boye/'  said  Ravenswood, "  is 
It  your  pleasure  they  are  to  stt  there  all  night,  to  waift 
for  the  blowing  up  of  a  tower  thax  is  not  even  on 

**  Surely  not,  if  it  is  your  honour's  pleasure  that  they 
tuld  gang  banae ;  although,"  added  Caleb,. "  it  wadna 
do  them  a  grain's  damage— they  wad  scretsh  less  the 
next  day,  and  slew  the  sounder  at  e'en— But  just  as 
/ov  honour  likes." 

Stepping  aocordingly  towards  the  urchins  who 
maaned  the  knolls  near  which  they  stood,  Caleb 
gfanned  them,  in  an  authoritative  ton&  that  their 
BoQoors  Lord  Ravenswood  and  the  Marquis  of 
fry  had  oiven  orders  that  the  tower  was  not  to 
MOW  up  tiUnext  day  at  noon.  The  boy#  di^)erBed 
Qppft  this  com  ioH9hk  asfluraoca.  One  (fi  iwo,  ho w- 
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ever,  ibUowsd  Caleb  lor  more  bfermationi  partlco- 
larly  the  urchin  whom  he  had  cheated  while  officiai- 
iiy;  as  turnspit,  who  screamed,  "Mr.  Balderstone  J 
Mr»  Balderstone!  than  .the  castle's  gane  out  like  an 
auld  wife'a  spunk  r 

"  To  be  sure  it  is.  callant,"  said  the  butler ;  "  do  ye 
think  the  castle  of  as  great  a  lord  as  Lord  Ravens- 
wood wad  continue  in  a  bleeze,  and  him  standing 
kMkingon  wi'  his  ain  very  een?— It's  aye  right"  con-  • 
tinued  Caleb,  shaking  off  his  ragged  page,  and  clos- 
ing in  to  his  master,  to  train  up  weans,  as  the  wise 
man  says,  in  the  way  they  should  go,  and,  aboon  a', 
to  teach  them  respect  to  their  supenor&" 

"But  all  this  while^  Caleb,  you  have  never  told  me 
what  became  of  the  arms  and  powder,"  said  Ravens- 
wood. 

"  Why,  as  for  the  arms,'*  said  Caleb,  "it  was  jusi 
like  the  bairn's  rhyme— 

'  Some  fMd  oMt,  and  aome  med  weat,         * 
And  some  gaed  to  the  craw^  oe«l :' 

And  for  the  nouther,  I  e'en  changed  it,  as  occasion 
served,  with  toe  skippers  o'  Dutch  luggers  and  Fi%nch 
vessels,  for  gin  and  brandy,  and  it  fier\'ed  the  house 
mony  a  year— a  gude  swap  too,  between  what  checr- 
eth  the  soul  of  man  and  that  which  dingeth  it  clean 
out  of  his  body ;  forby,  I  keepit  a  wlieen  pounds  of  it 
for  yoursell  when  ye  wanted  to  take  t)ie  pleasiu'e  o' 
shooting— whiles,  m  these  latter  days,  I  wad  hardly 
hae  kend  else  whar  to  get  poutlicr  for  your  pleasure. 
—And  now  that^our  anser  is  ower,  sir,  wasna  that 
weel  managed  o'  nic.  ana  arena  ye  far  better  sorted 
doun  yonder,  th^n  ye  could  hae  been  in  your  ain  auld 
ruins  upby  yonder,  as  the  case  stands  wi'  us  now  ?— 
the  mair*8  the  pity." 

"I  believe  you  may  be  right,  Caleb;  but  before 
burning  down  my  castle,  either  in  jest  or  in  earnest," 
said  Ravenswood,  "1  think  I  had  a  right  to  be  in  the 
secret" 

"  Pie  for  shame,  your  honour !"  replied  Caleb ;  "  it 
fits  an  auld  carle  like  me  weel  encugh  to  tell  lees  for 
the  credit  of  the  family,  but  it  wadna  beseem  the  like 
b;  your  honour's  sell ;  besides,  young  folk  are  no  judi- 
cious—they cannot  make  the  maiat  of  a  bit  figment. 
Now  this  nre— for  a  fire  it  sail  bcu  if  I  suld  burn  the 
auld  ^lable  to  make  it  mair  feasible— this  fire,  besides 
that  It  will  be  an  excuse  for  asking  ony  thing  we  want 
through  the  country,  or  doun  at  the  haven— this  fire 
will  settle  mony  things  on  an  honourable  footing  for 
the  family's  credit,  that  cost  me  telling  twenty  daily 
lees  to  a  wheen  idle  chaps  and  queans,  and,  what's 
waur.  without  gaining  credence." 

"That  was  hard  indeed,  Caleb ;  but  I  do  not  see 
how  this  fire  should  help  your  veracity  or  your  credit." 

"lliere  it  is  now!"  said  Caleb;  wasna  I  saying 
that  young  folk  had  a  green  judgment?— How  sulu 
it  help  me,  quotha?— it  will  be  a  creditable  apology 
for  the  honour  of  the  family  for  this  score  of  yej^rs  to 
come,  if  it  is  weel  guided.  Where's  the  family  pic- 
tures? says  ae  meddUng  body— the  great  fire  at 
Wolf's  Crag,  answers  L  Where's  the  laniily  plate? 
says  another— the  great  fire,  says  I;  wha  was  to 
thmk  of  plate,  when  life  and  limb  were  in  danger?— 
Where's  the  wardrobe  and  the  linens?— where's  the 
tapestries  and  thedecorement8?—bed8  of  state,  twills, 

Sands  and  testers,  napery  and  broidercd  wark?— The 
re— the  fire— the  fire.  Guide  the  fh-e  weel,  and  it 
will  serve  ye  for  a*  that  ye  suld  have  and  have  not- 
and,  in  some  sort,  a  code  excuse  is  better  than  the 
things  themselves;  for  they  maun  crack  and  weai 
out,  and  be  consumed  by  time,  whereas  a  gude  on 
come,  prudently  and  creditably  handled,  may  serve  a 
nobleirvm  and  nis  family,  Loitl  kens  how  lane !" 

Ravenswood  was  too  well  acquainted  with  his  but- 
Ws  pertinacity  and  self-opinion,  to  dispute  the  point 
with  him  any  farther.  Leaving  Calcb^  therefore,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  own  s^|ccessfiil  mgenuity,  ho 
returned  to  the  hamlet,  where  he  found  the  Marquis 
and  the  good  women  of  the  mansion  under  some 
anxiety— ine  former  on  account  of  his  absence,  the 
others  for  the  discredit  their  cookery  plight  Sustain 
by  the  delay  of  the  supper.  All  were  now  at  ease, 
and  heard  with  pleasure  that  the  firf  at  the  castle 
had  burned  out  of  itself  without  reochink'  the  vaulti^ 
which  was  the  only  information  that  Ravepswooa 
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thought  it  proper  to  give  in  public  poftceming  the 
event  of  his  butler's  stratagem. 
,  They  sat  down  to  an  excellent  supper.  No  invita- 
tion could  prevail  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Girder,  even  in 
their  own  houses  to  sit  down  at  table  with  guests  of 
such  high  quality.  They  remained  standing  in  the 
apartment,  and  acted  the  part  of  re^ectfiil  and  care- 
ful attendants  on  tlie  company.  Such  were  the 
tAanners  of  the  time.  The  elder  dame,  confident 
through  her  age  and  connexion  with  the  Ravens- 
wood  family,  was  less  scrupulously  ceremonious. 
She  played  a  mixed  part  betwixt  that  of  the  hostess 
of  an  inn,  and  the  mistress  of  a  private  house,  who 
receives  guests  above  her  own  degree.  She  recom- 
mended, and  even  pressed,  what  she  thought  best, 
and  was  herself  easily  entreated  to  take  a  moderate 
share  of  the  good  cheer,  in  order  to  encourage  her 
guests  by  her  own  example.  Often  she  interrupted 
herself,  to  express  her  regret  that  "  my  lord  did  not 
eat— that  the  Master  wascyking  a  bare  bane— that, 
to  be  sure,  there  was  naetnmg  there  fit  to  set  before 
their  honours— that  Lord  Allan,  rest  his  saul,  used  to 
like  a  pouthcred  guse,  and  said  it  was  Latin  for  a  tass 
o'  brandy— that  the  brandy  came  frae  Prance  direct ; 
for,  for  a^  the  English  laws  and  gaugers,  the  Wolf's- 
hope  brigs  hadna  forgotten  the  gate  to  Dunkirk." 

Here  the  cooper  admonished  his  mother-in-law 
with  his  elbow,  which  procured  him  the  following 
special  notice  in  the  progress  of  her  speech. 

"Ye  needna  be  dunsnin  that  gat^,  John,"  con- 
tinued Ofe  old  lady;  "naebody  says  that  ye  ken 
whar  the  brandy  comes  frae ;  and  it  wadna  be  fit- 
ting ye  should,  and  you  the  queen's  cooper;  and 
what  fiignifies't,"  continued  she,  addressing  Lord 
Ravenswood,  "  to  king,  queen,  or  keiser,  whar  an 
auld  wife  like  me  buys  her  pfckle  sneeshin,  or  her 
drap  brandy-wine,  to  baud  her  heart  up  7" 

Having  thus  extricated  herself  from  her  supposed 
false  step.  Dame  Loup-the-dykc  proceeded,  during 
the  rest  ot  the  evening,  to  supply,  with  great  anima- 
tion, and  very  little  assistance  from  her  guests,  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  conversation, 
until,  declining  any  further  circulation  of  their  giiss, 
her  guests  requested  her  permission  to  retire  to  their 
apartments. 

The  Marquis  occupied  the  chamber  of  dais,  which, 
in  every  house  above  the  rank  of  a  mere  cottage,  was 
kfpt  sacred  for  such  high  occasions  as  the  present. 
The  modern  finishing  with  plaster  was  then  un- 
known, and  tapestry  was  confined  to  the  houses  of 
the  nobility  and  superior  gentry.  The  cooper,  there- 
fore, who  was  a  man  of  some  vanity,  as  well  as 
some  wealth,  had  imitated  the  fashion  observed  by 
the  inferior  landholders  and  clergy,  who  usually  orna- 
mented their  state  apartments  with  hangings  of  a 
sort  of  stamped  leather,  manufactured  in  the  Nether- 
lands, garnished  with  trees  and  animals  executed  in 
copper  foil,  and  with  many  a  pithy  sentence  of  mo- 
rality, which,  although  couched  in  Low  Dutch,  were 
perhaps  as  much  attended  to  in  practice  as  if  written 
m  broad  Scotch.  The  whole  had  somewhat  of  a 
gloomy  aspect ;  but  the  fire,  composed  of  old  pitch- 
barrel  staves,  blazed  merrily  up  the  chimney;  the 
bed  was  decorated  with  linen  of  most  fi-esh  and  daz- 
zling whiteness,  which  had  never  before  been  used, 
and  mijfht,  perhaps,  have  never  been  used  at  all,  but 
for  this  high  occasion.  On  the  toilette  beside,  stood 
an  old-fashioned  mirror,  in  a  fillagree  frame,  part  of 
the  dispersed  finery  of  the  neighbouring  castle.  It 
was  flanked  by  a  long-necked  bottle  of  Florence 
wine,  by  which  stood  a  glass  nearly  as  tall,  resem- 
bling in  shape  that  which  Teniers  usually  places  in 
the  hands  of  his  own  portrait,  when  he  paints  him- 
self ak  mingling  in  the  revels  of  a  country  village. 
To  counterbalance  those  foreign  ccntinels,  there 
mounted  guard  on  the  other  side  of  the  mirror  two 
stout  warders  of  Scottish  lineage;  a  jug,  namely,  of 
double  ale,  which  held  a  Scotcn  pint,  and  n  quegh, 
or  bicker,  of  ivory  and  ebony,  hooped  with  silver,  the 
work  of  John  Girder's  own  hands,  and  the  pride  of 
ilia  heart  Besides  these  preparations  against  thh^t, 
ihtere  was  a  goodly  diet-loaf,  or  sweet-cake ;  so  that, 
with  such  auxiliaries,  the  apartment  seemed  victualled 
•«^Bt  a  siege  of  two  or  three  days. 


It  only  lemains  to  My,  thftt  the  Marqiiis'fl  talet  i««i 
in  attendance,  displaying  his  master's  brocaded  nighl- 
ffown,  and  richly  embroidered  velvet  cap^  lined  and 
faced  with  Brussels  lace,  upon  a  huge  ieathjsm  easy 
chair,  wheeled  round  so  as  to  have  the  full  advantage 
of  the  comfortable  fire  which  we  have  already  men- 
tioned. We  therefore  commit  that  eminent  person  to 
his  night's  repose,  trusting  he  profited  by  the  ampio 
preparations  made  for  his  accommodation, — prepara- 
tions which  we  have  mentioned  in  detail,  as  illus- 
trative of  ancient  Scottish  manners. 

It  is  not  necessary  we  should  be  equally  minote  in 
describing  the  sleeping  apartment  of  the  Itfaster  of 
Ravenswood,  which  was  ^h|it  usually  occupied  by  tlie 
goodman  axid  goodwife  themselves.  It  wss  com- 
fortably hung  with  a  sort  of  worm.-colottred  worsted, 
manunicturra  in  Scotland,  approaching!;  in  texture  to 
what  is  now  called  shaloon.  A  stanng  picture  ot 
John  Girder  himself  ornamented  this  dormitory, 
painted  by  a  starvmg  Frenchman,  who  had,  God 
knows  how  or  why,  strolled  over  from  Flushmg  or 
Dunkirk  to  Wolf 's-nope  in  a  smuggling  dogger.  The 
features  were,  indeed,  those  of  the  stubborn,  opiniona- 
tive,  yet  sensible  artisan,  but  Monsieur  bad  contrived 
to  throw  a  French  grace  into  the  look  and  manner,  so 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  dogged  gravity  of  the 
original,  that  it  was  impossible  to  look  at  it  without 
laughing.  John  and  his  family,  however,  piqued 
tftemsefves  not  a  little  upon  this  picture,  and  were 
proportionably  censured  by  the  neighbourhood,  who 
pronounced  that  the  cooper,  in  sittmg  for  the  samev 
and  yet  more  in  presuming  to  hang  it  up  in  his  bed- 
chamber, had  exceeded  his  privilege  as  the  richest 
nian  of  the  village ;  at  once  stept  beyond  the  bounds 
of  his  own  rank,  and  encroached  upon  those  of  the 
superior  orders;  and,  in  fine,  had  been  guilty  of  a  voy 
overweening  act  of  vanity  and  presumption.  Respect 
for  the  memory  of  my  deceased  firiend,  Mr.  Richard 
Tin  to,  has  obliged  me  to  treat  this  matter  at  some 
length;  but  I  spare  the  reader  his  prolix,  thoi^ 
curious  observations,  as  well  upon  the  character  of 
the  French  school,  as  upon  the  state  of  painting  in 
Scotland,  at  the  banning  of  the  eighteenth  centm'y. 

The  other  preparations  of  the  Master's  sleeping 
apartment,  were  similar  to  those  in  the  chamber  of 
dais. 

At  the  usual  early  hour  of  diat  period,  the  Mamuis 

of  A and  his  kinsman  prepared  to  resume  their 

journey.  This  could  not  be  done  without  an  ample 
breakfast,  in  which  cold  meat  and  hot  meat,  and  oat- 
meal flummery,  wine  and  spirits,  and  milk  varied  by 
every  possible  mode  of  preparation,  evinced  the  same 
desire  to  do  honour  to  their  guests,  whiich  had  been 
shown  by  the  hospitable  owners  of  the  mansion  upon 
the  evening  before.  All  the  bustle  of  preparation  for 
departure  now  resounded  through  Wolf's-hope.  There 
was  paying  of  bills  and  shaking  of  hands,  and  saddling 
of  horses,  and  harnessing  of  carriages,  and  distributing 
of  drink-money.  The  Marauis  left  a  broad  oiece  for 
the  giatification  of  John  Girder's  household,  which  he, 
the  said  John,  was  for  some  time  disposed  to  convert 
to  his  own  use;  Dingwall  the  writer  assuring  him  he 
was  justified  in  so  doiiijg,  seeing  he  was  the  disburser 
of  those  expenses  which  were  the  occask>n  of  the 
gratification.  But,  notwithstanding  this  legal  autho- 
nty,  John  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  dim  the  splen 
dour  of  his  late  hospitahty.  by  pocketing  any  thing  in 
the  nature  of  a  eratuity.  He  only  assured  his  menisls 
he  would  consider  them  as  a  damned  ungrateful  pack, 
if  they  bought  a  gill  of  brandy  elsewh^e  than  out  of 
his  own  stores ;  aigi  as  the  drink-monery  was  Ukely 
to  go  to  its  legitimate  use,  he  comforted  himself  that, 
in  this  manner,  the  Marquis's  dopative  would,  without 
ony  imficnchmcnt  of  rrrrit  nrtd  rhnractrr,  come  ulti- 
mait  Ij'  intq  his  own  txcluRivt?  poeststjon. 

While  flrrongrmcntfi  were  maktag  for  departure^ 
KavL-ni^wood  made  blithe  ihi^  hi  art  of  his  ancient 
biirlcTn  hy  informing  him,  cotitkiiialy  however,  (for 
he  knew  Caleb's  warmth  of  imagrnaPion,)  of  the  pro- 
luMe  chnne^  which  was  nbouf  to  ti)k<i  place  in  his 
forttincs.  lib  dnnsi^i'^  ^ith  BnldiTsione,  at  the  same 
(iin(^,  ihi;  greater  pnrt  of  hh  ejpndt  r  frjrids,  with  an 
PFiiirnnce,  which  he  was  olilii^cd  tk>  rfrit^rate  more 
Ulan  ortce,  that  he'^ymi^  hid  '9fti^fh<nt  supplies  m 
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cmain  t>raspect.  He,  thcfrdbte.  enjomed  Caleb,  as 
Be  Tfihrcd  hirf  favour,  to  desistt  from  all  farther  ma- 
DCeuvres  agninst  the  inhabitants  of  WolfVhope,  their 
cellars,  pouHry-yards,  and  substance  whatsoevej".  In 
this  prohibition  the  old  domestic  acqfuiesced  more 
readily  than  his  master  expected. 

"It  was  doubtless,**  he  said,  "  a  shame,  a  discredit, 
and  a  sin,  to  harry  the  puir  creatures,  when  the  family 
were  in  circunnstancea  td  live  honourablv  on  their  ain 
means ;  and  there  might  be  wisdom,"  ne  added,  "in 
^ng  them  a  whiles  breathing  rime  at  any  rate,  that 
they  might  be  the  more  readily  brought  fcrward  upon 
l)is  nonour's  future  occasions. 

This  matter  being  settled,  and,  haying  taken  an 
affectionate  farewell  of  his  old  domestic,  the  Master 
rejdned^  his  noble  retative,  who  was  now  ready  to 
enter  his  carriage.  The  two  landladies,  old  and 
Toung,  haviiig  received  in  all  kindly  greeting,  a  kiss 
from  each  of  their  noble  gnests,  stood  simpering  at 
the  door  of  their  house,  as  tiie  coach-and-six,  followed 
by  its  train  of  clattering  horsemen,  thundered  out  of 
the  village.  John  Girder  also  stood  upon  his  thres- 
hold, now  looking  at  his  honoured  right  hand,  which 
bad  been  so  lately  shaken  by  a  marquis  and  a  lord, 
and  now  grving  a  glance  into  the  interior  of  his  man- 
sion^ which  Tiianifested  all  the  disarray  of  the  late 
revel,  as  if  balancing  the  distinction  ^^'hich  he  had 
vttainod  with  the  expenses  of  the  entertainment. 

At  length  he  opened  his  oracular  jaws.  **  Let  every 
man  and  woman  here  set  about  their  ain  business,  as 
*f  there  was  nae  sic  thing  as  marquis  or  master,  duke 
or  drake,  laird  or  lord,  in  this  worid.  Let  the  house 
>*  rodd  upL  the  broken  meat  set  by,  and  if  there  is  ony 
thing  totally  uneatable,  let  it  be  gien  to  ihepuir  folk; 
md,  gudemother  and  wife,  I  hae  just  ae  thmg  to  en- 
treat ye,  that  ye  will  never  speak  to  me  a  single  word, 
«)od  or  bad,  anent  a'  this  nonsense  wark,  but  keep 
a  your  cracks  about  it  to  yourselis  and  your  kim- 
^era,  for  my  head  is  weelnigh  dimg  donnart  yr^  it 
Jlreadv.*» 

As  John's  authority  was  tolerably  absolute,  all 
departed  to  their  usual  occupations,  leaving  him  to 
build  castles  in  the  air,  if  he  had  a  mind,  upon  the 
oourt  favour  which  he  had  acquired  by  the  expendi- 
oue  of  his  worldly  substance. 
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Why,  now  I  have  Dame  fortune  by  the  (brdoek. 
And  if  she  esciipe«  mr  grasp,  the  fault  it  mine  ; 
He  that  harh  bufleted  with  stern  adrenit/, 
Boat  knowc  to  shape  Hm  eourae  lo  Tavotmnff 


He  that  harh  bufletc 

I  hia  aoune  to  favourmiv 

OUPUf. 

Oua  travellers  reached  Edinburgh  without  any  far- 
mer adventure^  and  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  as 
had  been  previously  settled,  took  up  his  abode  with 
ais  noble  friend. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  political  crisis  which  had 
been  expected,  took  plaoe^  and  the  Tory  pMty  ob- 
tained, m  the  Scottish,  as  m  the  English  councils  of 
Queen  Anne,  a  short-lived  ascendancy,  of  which  it  is 
not  our  business  to  trace  either  the  cause  or  conee- 
joen^es.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  affected  the  dif- 
^^t  poKcica]  parties  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
1»rincipies.  In  EUigland,  many  of  the  High  Church 
party,  with  Harley,  afterwards  Eari  of  OxfbnL  at 
their  head,  affected  to  separate  their  principles  from 
thote  of  the  Jacobhes.  and,  on  that  account,  obtained 
the  denoinination  of  Whimeicals.  The  Scottish  High 
Church  party,  on  the  contrary,  or,  as  theyr  termed 
themselves,  the  Cavaliers,  were  more  consistent,  if 
n^t  to  prudent,  in  their  politics,  and  viewed  all  the 
changes  now  made,  as  preparatory  to  callinff  to  the 
throne,  upon  the  queen's  demise,  her  brother,  the 
J^hevalier  de  St.  George.  Those  who  had  sneered  in 
m  servioe,  now  entertained  th»  most  unreasonable 
ftopes,  not  only  of  indemnification,  but  of  vengeance 
■Pon  their  pohtical  adversaries;  while  famiaes  at- 
gched  to  the  Whig  interest,  saw  nothing  before  them 
^^  a  renewal  of  the  hardships  they  had  undergone 
Jonng  the  reigns  of  Charles  the  Second  and  his  bro- 

j^i  and  a  retaliatwn  of  the  confiscation  which  had 

^n  inflicted  upon  the  Jacobites  during  that  of  King 
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Bat  the  most  alarmed  at  the  change  of  systsm  was 
that  pruiential  set  of  persons,  some  of  whom  are 
found  in  all  /^vemments,  but  who  abound  in  a  pro- 
vincial admmistration  like  that  of  Scotland  during 
the  period,  and  who  are  what  Cromwell  called  waiters 
upon  Providence,  or  in  other  words,  uniform  adhe- 
rents to  the  party  who  are  uppermost.  Many  of  these 
hastened  to  read  their  recantation  to  the  Marquis  of 

A ;  and.  as  it  was  easily  seen  that  he  took  a  deep 

interest  in  the  afiTairs  of  his  kinsman,  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood,  they  were  the  first  to  suggest  measures 
for  retrievmg  at  feast  a  part  of  his  property,  and  for 
restoriiig  him  in  blood  against  his  father's  attainder. 

Old  Lord  Tumtippet  professed  to  be  one  of  the 
most  anxious  for  the  success  of  these  measures;  for 
"  it  grieved  him  to  the  very  saul,"  he  said,  "to  sec  so 
brave  a  young  gentleman,  of  sic  auld  and  imdoubted 
nobility,  and,  what  was  mair  than  a'  that,  a  bluid 

relation  of  the  Marquis  of  A ,  the  man  whom,"  he 

swora  "  he  honoured  most  upon  the  face  of  the  ycarth, 
brought  to  so  severe  a  pass.  For  his  ain  puir  pecu- 
uar,'^as  he  said,  "  and  to  contribute  something  to  the 
rehabilitation  of  sae  auld  ane  house,"  the  said  Tum- 
tippet sent  in  three  family  pictures  lacking  the  frames, 
and  six  high-baoked  chaira  with  worked  Turkey 
cushions,  having  the  crest  or  Ravenswood  broidereu 
thereon,  without  charging  a  penny  either  of  the  prin- 
ciiTiI  fir  iTitrrrftt  thev  hud  Cfwt  him,  wh^n  h*  bought 
th'  Hi,  -i\^!  111  y'lua  bHbrf,  nt  n  roup  uf  The  fimtfturs 
of  L^nJ    KLj^vnsu-.iorfs  lorlginj^s  in  thi^  Cnnontjate. 

Much  tmiro  to  Lord  Turmipret'e  d  is  may  than  to 
hh  mTnusL\  altbtui^li  he  alRtittfl  to  fool  morr  of  the 
latt<?T  thun  the  farmer,  the  Mott^uts  rectiv<>d  his  gift 
YtTv  drity,  and  observed,  that  his  lor*!shiri'f»  ni^sntu- 
tiw\  if  he  e^pectefl  it  to  be  n?wfvetl  by  the  Mn^tef  of 
Rr(voiif;i\ood  and  hh  friends,  must  compreht^nd  a 
pr»^[ty  Urge  farm,  whicht  hnvins  been  mor tsn^td  to 
T|jrnrip[*t  for  fl  \€ty  inoriequatfl  pum,  he  hnd  con- 
trivf'di  ilurin^  the  mnrut^lon  of  t lie  fnrnily  iiffSiirF,  end 
bj'  nu"Ti[i*  wt  fi  undf  r.-N:n>f|  by  tht  lawyers  of  that 
peri<>r|,  to  n<xn!iff  xo  liim^flf  m  tUt^luU"  pwpcrty. 

Tlu'  old  tiin^-^rviTjg  lord  win  red  exces.*ivp!y'imder 
th]$  nfqiii-ittnh,  protfRtinf^  (o  CJod,  thnt  ho  pnw  no 
oc  en  si  Of}  die  kd  co^ild  hrive  for  the  josiant  poa*+  p.^jon 
of  tfiKi  fa  mi,  peeing  he  would  dfli^hrlwa  now  rerovcr 
thi^  htilk  of  his  estate  from  Sir  Wi Ilium  Aiihton,  to 
which  hf:  ^ne  ready  lo  contribute  by  evt*ry  meflns  in 
hi^  power,  ne  was  ju*t  and  rensomible ;  and  fmally 
dcoinrin^,  that  he  was  vi-iliinir  u?  ^pttls  thf*  fnnd  on 
th'' V'lisn'^  f?r'n!!i7ninn,  nfirr  h'        '  ■•       '     .  '  •'      I'-^e, 

Jiiit  all  theftfr  pxtjijtjcia  ii\  '  ^  ,  ....  uMj,  'I'j':  1:-.  vas 
compelled  to  disgorge  the  property,  on  receiving  back 
the  sum  for  which  it  had  been  mortgaged.  Having 
no  other  means  of  making  peace  with  the  higher 
powers,  he  returned  home  sorrowful  and  malecon- 
tent,  complaining  to  his  confklap  ^- "  that  every  mu- 
tation or  change  in  the  state  had  hitherto  been  pro- 
ductive of  some  sma'  advantage  to  him  in  his  ain 
quiet  affairs ;  but  that  the  present  had  u)ize  upon  it !) 
cost  him  one  of  the  best  pen-feathers  o  his  wing." 

Similar  measures  were  throatened  against  others 
who  had  profited  by  the  wreck  of  the  fortune  of  Ra- 
venswood; and  Sir  William  Ash  ton.  In  particular, 
was  menaced  with  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Peers 
against  the  judicial  sentences  under  which  he  held 
the  Castle  and  Barony  of  Ravenswood.  With  him, 
however,  the  Master,  as  well  for  Lucy's  sake  as  on 
account  of  the  hospitality  he  had  received  from  him, 
felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with 
great  candour.  He  wrote  to  the  late  Lord  Keeper, 
for  he  no  longer  held  that  office,  stating  frankly  the 
engagement  which  existed  between  him  and  Miss 
Ashton,  requesting  his  permission  for  their  union,  and 
assuring  him  of  his  willingness  to  put  the  settlement 
of  all  matters  between  them  upon  such  a  footing,  as 
Sir  William  himself  should  thinle  favourable. 

The  same  messenger  was  charged  with  a  letter  to 
Lady  Ashton,  deprecating  any  cause  of  displeasure 
which  the  Master  might  unintentbnaUy  have  given 
her.  enlarging  upon  his  attachment  to  Miss  Ashton, 
and  the  length  to  which  it  had  proceeded,  and  conjur- 
ing the  lady,  as  a  Douglas  in  nature  as  well  as  in 
name,  generously  to  forget  ancient  prejudices  and 
misunderstandings;  and  to  believe  that  the  fainilf 
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had  acquired  a  finend,  and  she  hermAi  a  reapectibl  and 
attached  humble  servant,  in  him  who  aubsoiibed  him- 
self Edgar,  Master  of  Raven swood. 

A  third  letter  Ravenswood  addressed  to  Lucy,  and 
the  inessengerwas  instructed  to  find  some  secret  and 
secure  means  of  delivering  it  into  her  own  fiands.  It 
contained  the  strongest  protestations  of  continued  af- 
fection, and  dwelt  upon  the  approaching  change  of 
the  writer's  fortunes,  as  chienv  valuable  by  tending 
to  remove  the  impediments  to  their  imion.  He  related 
the  steps  he  had  taken  to  overcome  the  prejudices  of 
her  parents,  and  especially  of  her  motner,  and  ex- 

Eressod  his  hope  they  might  prove  effectual.  If  not, 
e  still  tmisted  that  his  absence  from.  Scotland  upon 
an  unportant  and  honourable  mission  might  give 
time  for  prejudices  to  die  away ;  while  he.hpped  and 
trusted  Miss  Ashton's  constancy,  on  which  he  bad 
the  most  implicit  reliance,  wotild  oaifie  anv  effort  that 
might  be  used  to  divert  her  attachment  Much  more 
there  was,  which,  however  interesting  to  the  lovers 
themselves,  would  aiibrd  the  reader  neither  interest 
nor  information.  To  each  of  these  three  letters  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  received  an  answer,  but  by 
diflerent  means  of  conveyance,  and  certamly  couched 
in  very  different  styles. 

Lady  Ashton  answered  his  letter  by  his  own  mes- 
senger, who  was  not  allowed  to  remain  at  Ravens- 
wood a  moment  loriger  than  she  was  engaged  in  pen- 
ning these  lines.  "  For  the  hand  of  Mr.  Uavenswood 
of  Wolf's  Crag— These : 

"  Sib,  vkkkown, 
*'  I  have  received  a  letter,  signed  Edgar,  Master  of 
Ravenswood,  concerning  the  writer  whereof  I  am 
uncertain,  seeing  that  the  honours  of  such  a  family 
were  forfeited  for  high  treason  in  the  person  of  Allan, 
late  Loitl  Ravenswood.  Sir,  if  you  shall  happen  to 
be  the  person  so  subscribing  yourself,  you  will  please 
to  know,  that  I  claim  the  full  interest  of  a  parent  in 
Miss  Lucy  Ashton,  which  I  have  disposed  of  irrevoca- 
bly in  behalf  of  a  worthy  person.  And,  sir.  were  this 
otherwise,  I  would  not  listen  to  a  proposal  ttom  yoii, 
or  any  of  your  house,  seeing  their  hand  has  been  uni- 
formly held  up  against  the  freedom  of  the  subject,  and 
the  immimities  of  God's  kirk.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  flighter- 
ing  blink  of  prosperity  which  can  change  my  con- 
stant opinion  in  this  regard,  seeing  it  has  been  my 
lot  before  now,  like  holy  David,  to  see  the  wicked 
great  in  power,  and  fiounehing  like  a  green  bay  tree; 
nevertheless  I  passed,  and  they  were  not,  and  the 
place  thereof  knew  them  no  more.  Wishing  you  to 
Jay  these  things  to  your  heart  for  your  ovni  sake,  so 
far  as  they  may  concern  you,  I  pray  you. to  take  no 
farther  notice  of  her,  who  desires  to  remain  your  un- 
known servant, 

**Maboa]ust  Dottglas. 

"  otherwise  Ashton." 

About  two  days  after  he  had  recdved  this  very  un- 
■atisfactory  epistle,  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  while 
walking  up  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh,  was  jostled 
by  a  person,  in  whom,  as  the  man  pulled  off  his  hat 
to  make  an  apolo^,  he  recognised  Lockhard,  the 
confidential  domestic  of  Sir  William  Ashton.  The 
man  bowed,  slipt  a  letter  into  his  hand,  and  disap- 
peared. The  packet  contained  four  close^wrilten 
loUos,  from  which,  however,  as  is  sometimes  incident 
to  the  compositions  of  great  lawyers,  little  could  be 
extracted,  excepting  that  the  writer  ielt  himself  in  a 
very  puzzling- predicament 

Sir  William  spoke  at  length  of  his  high  value  and 
regard  for  his  dear  young  uiend,  the  Master  of  Ra- 
*.  and  of  his  very  extreme  high  value  and  re- 


gard for  the  Marquis  of  A — ,  his  verv  dear  old  friend ; 
—be  trusted  that  any  measures  that  tney  might  adopt, 
in  which  he  was  concerned,  would  be  carried  on  with 
due  regard  to  the  sanctity  of  decreets,  and  judgments 
obtained  in  foro  contenlioso  s  vroteBting,  before  men 
and  angels,  that  if  the  law  of  Scotland,  as  declared 
in  her  supreme  courts,  were  to  undergo  a  reversal  in 
the  English  House  of  Lords,  the  evils  which  would 
thence  arise  to  the  public  would  inflict  a  greater 
»ound  upon  bis  heaft,  than  any  loss  he  might  him- 
i^  rjstain  by  s*icb  loegular  luoceedinga.    no  iUm- 


ria^  ronch  on  goieroaity  and  farffrenem  of  mvtaal, 
injuries,  and  hinted  at  (he  mutability  of  human  affairs, 
always  fovonrite  topics  with  the  weaker  party  in 
politics.  He  pathetically  lamented,  and  geniJy  cen- 
sured, the  haste  which  had  been  used  in  depriving  him 
of  his  situation  of  Lord  Keeper,  which  his  expenenc« 
had  enabled  him  to  fill  ,with  some,  advantage  to  th« 
public,  without  so  much  as  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  how  far  hisown  views  of  general  politica 
might  essentially  differ  from  those  now  in  power. 

He  was  convinced  the  Marquis  of  A had  as  sin* 

cere  intentions  towards  the  public,  as  hunself  or  any  > 
man;  and  i£  upon  a  conference,  they  could  have 
agreed  upon  the  measures  by  which  it  was  to  be  pur- 
sued, his  experience  and  his  mterest  should  have  gone 
to  support  the  present  administration.  Upon  the  en- 
gagement betwixt  Ravenswood  an|  his  daughter,  ho  ^ 
spoke  in  a  dry  and  confused  manner.  He  regretted 
BO  premature  a  step  as  the  engagement  of  the  young 
people  should  have  been  taken,  and  conjured  tha 
Master  to  remember  he  had  never  given  any  encou- 
rag;ement  thereunto ;  and  observed,  that,  as  a  trans- 
action inter  fnlnore»^  and  -without  concurrence  of  hit 
daughter's  natm-al  curators,  the  engagement  waa 
inept,  and  void  in  law.  This  precipitate  measm-e,  he 
added,  had  procured  a  very  bad  effect  upon  Lady  Ash- 
ton's mind,  which  it  was  impossible  at  present  to  re- 
move. Her  son.  Colond  Douglas  Ashton,  had  em- 
braced her  preju^ces  in  the  fiuTest  extent,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  Sir  William  to  adoj)t  a  course  disagree- 
able to  them,  without  a  fatal  and  irreconcilable  breach 
in  his  family ;  which  was  not  at  present  to  be  thought 
of.  Time,  the  great  physician,  be  hoped,  would  m^ 
all 

In  a  postscript.  Sir  WiDiam  said  somethhsg  mora 
expUcitly,  which  seemed  to  indmate,  that  rather  than- 
thc  law  of  Scotland  should  sustain  a  severe  wound 
through  his  sidee^  by  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  hei 
supreme  courts,  in  the  case  of  the  Barony  of  Ravens- 
wood, through  the  intervention  of  what,  with  all  sub- 
mission, he  must  term,  a  foreign  court  of  appeal,  ho 
himself  would  extrajudicially  consent  to  considef-abla 
sacrifices. 

From  Lucy  Ashton.  by  some  unknown  conveyance, 
the  Master  received  the  following  lines :— "I  received, 
yoiu^  but  it  was  at  the  utmost  nsk ;  do  not  attempt 
to  wnte  again  till  better  times.  I  am  sore  beset,  but  1 
will  be  true  to  iny  word,  while  the  exercise  of  my  rea- 
son is  vouchsafed  to  me.  That  you  are  happy  and 
prosperous  is  some  consolation,  and  my  situation 
requires  it  all."    The  note  was  signed  L.  A. 

This  letter  filled  Ravenswood  with  the  most  lively 
alarm.  He  made  many  attempta,  notwithstanding 
her  prohibition,  to  convey  letters  to  Misa  Ashton,  and 
even  to  obtain  an  interview ;  but  his  plans  were  frus- 
trated, and  he  had  only  the  mortification  lb  learn, 
that  anxious  and  effectual  precautions  had  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  poasibiUty  of  their  correspondence. 
The  Master  was  the  more  distressed  by  theee  drcum 
stances,  as  it  became  impossible  to  delay  his  depart* 
ure  from  Scotland,  upon  the  important  mission  which 
had  been  confided  to  him.    Before  his  departure,  he 

Sat  Sir  WiUiam  Ashton's  letter  into  the  hands  of  the 
larquis  of  A- — ^  who  observed  with  a  smile,  that 
Sir  William's  day  of  grace  was  past,  and  that  he  bad 
now  to  learn  which  side  of  the  hedge  the  sun  had  go* 
to.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  Ravens 
wood  extorted  from  the  Marquia  a  promise,  that  hf 
would  compromise  the  proceediijgs  in  Parliament 
providing  Sir  WiUiam  should  bo  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  a  imion  between  him  and  Lucy  Ashton. 

"I  would  hardly,"  saki  the  Marquis,  "  consent  t« 
your  throwing  away  your  birth-right  in  this  manner 
were  I  not  perfectly  confident  that  Lady  Ashton,  or 
Lady  Douglaev  or  whatever  she  calls  herself,  will,  as 
Scotchmen  say,  keep  her  threep;  and  that  her  hus- 
band dares  not  contradict  her." 

*>  But  yet,  said  the  Master,  "  I  trust  your  lordship 
will  consider  my  engagement  as  sacred  ?" 

"  Believe  my  word  of  honour,"  said  the  Marquis 
"I  would  be  a  friend  even  to  your  foUiea ;  and  having 
thus  told  you  my  opinion,  I  will  endeavour,  as  occa- 
sion offers,  to  serve  you  according  to  your  own." 
.    The  Master  of  Ravenswood  could  but  thank  hif 
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generous  kiniiman  and  patron,  am!  leave  him  full 
povfr  to  act  in  nil  his  alFuirs.  He  iJt'i)art';»l  from 
Scotland  upon  hid  mis.'iiion,  which,  it  was  suppos'.il, 
might  detain  Uini  upon  the  continent  for  Bonio 
Bunilia. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 
Wacever  wnman  in  thiii  humour  w<mhh1  I 
Wan  ever  wumoa  >n  Uiim  huinuur  wmi ' 
I'll  ftav;  hv.  tU.'.ard  Oe  Thtri. 

TwiLVE  niontii9  hail  papsid  away  fiiicf  llu/  Master 
of  RnvcM&iwuad'd  dopariup-  for  the  coiitiiifiitY  ami, 
«!thau^li  his  ri:tiiriito  .Scotland  hu<l  ln'cn  expected  in 
a  mucii  nhuTttT  space,  yi't  llic  atluirs  of  his  nii.Hsion, 
w,  acconliiiifto  a  |)rev:iilin^rcpi>rt,olhiTS  of  a  nature 
(«r«on«l  ti>  nirn^clC  :«tiil  di'tained  liirn  ahroad.  In  l)ie 
raein  lime,  the  altered  f  tuie  of  alTairs  in  Sir  Willi;irn 
Ashi'in's  family  may  bo  ^'inhered  from  the  foliowiri^i 
t^nri-rsatioii  \vhich  took  I'lan.'  hetwixt  Kiicrklaw  and 
hi^confiilentiaJ  hot  tie  conipatiion  and  dependent,  the 
Bo^rti  (Japtaiu  Crar^en^-  h. 

Thcv  m-iire  stMled  on  cithi-r  sid«|  of  the  huqc  scmd- 
chraUlOifking  freertorie  «:liiinn«:y  in  ilic  low  hall  at 
Gfnniiinon.  A  wo.j<l  iiruldazifd  mcrrdy  in  the  :;raic : 
truunJ  oaken  table,  place*!  hutween  liieni,  Bup;)wrt»'(l 
aMoup  of  cxcelliMit  chircl,  two  riimnur  A^lassis  an<l 
other  fjood  chei-r;  and  yif,  with  all  thr>'<  »:ipljaii«'«  s 
«niJ  means  to  hoot,  the  <'t»iiiiirn«iii:«"  of  flu;  pair- »n 
was  diiliiou.s  doi(l)lfiil,  and  uIlsali^^K'd,  wliili:  the 
invtnnun  uf  his  dtpcnd'Mil  was  taxed  to  the  uiinost, 
t'l  parry  what  hi-  most  «!ri  :«ilid,  a  lit,  as  he  calh.d  it, 
of  the  snlluii.-,  on  thi-  part  of  his  proferiur.  ^  After  a 
lwi«  paiitf*,  «>nly  intrrrupi'd  by  th«'  (l<;vi!s'  tattoo, 
which  Uiicklaw  ki-pt  lKaimj;a;i:iinrtt  liie  hearth  with 
ikc  toe  of  his  bo.M,  Craii:Lii;;«'lt  at  Inst  vuitund  to 
break  «ilcuc^-.  "May  I  he  douldo  ilistanowl,"'  said 
I'lC,  "if  iviT  1  ?aw  a  man  in  my  life  hnvc  hss  the  air 
uf  a  I»ri'!..:.Tooiii !  <  'ut  iw:  o'.it  of  foathiT,  if  vou  havi* 
Dolmun  ti)L'  look  of  a  man  conricmii(-<l  to  h-  riaiiifi"!.'* 

"Mv  k!n'i  thanks  for  thf  compliiiuiit,"  ri.plicd 
Bocklaw;  'hut  1  suppos-;  you  think  upon  th..'  pre- 
tiicamria  in  whi.-.h  you  yoursilf  are  mi)st  likf^ly  t.»  Ix* 
pli^!..-.!;— and  pray,  Captiiin  Craigen.^^clt,  il"  it  iili-jis- 
yaur  Horshiii,  wliy  shouM  I  look  merry,  when  I'm 
nd,  and  di'viUsh  sad  ttK>  7" 

"And  that's  what  vexes  me,"  said  CraisrcMKelt. 
'Htre  is  this  match,  the  best  in  the  whole  country, 
ml  which  vou  were  so  anxious  about,  is  on  the 
point  of  beiu';;  coneludL-d,  and  you  are  as  sidky  as  a 
oev  that  has  lost  its  whelps." 

"I  do  not  know,"  answered  the  laird,  dojrwdly, 
"whjthcT  I  shouhl  conrlude  it  or  not,  if  it  was  not 
(hat  I  aiD  too  far  forwards  to  leap  hack." 

*•  Ltap  back!"  exclaimed  Craineniw-'lt,  with  a  well- 
VMiiued  air  of  nstoni7<hment,  |*that  would  be  play- 
ins;  toe  back-f^ame  with  a  wiinetis!  Leap  back ! 
WftT,  is  not  the  ttirl's  fortune" 

"The  >'Oun^  lady's,  if  you  please,"  said  Ilayston, 
interrupting  him. 

'•W«-U.  well,  no  disrespect  meant— Will  Miss  Ash- 
Ion's  tocher  not  weigh  aiiainst  any  in  Lothian?" 

*•  Granteil,"  tn.swere*!  Bucklaw ;  "but  I  cart!  not  a 
penoyfor  her  i«j4^her— I  have  enough  of  my  own." 

"And  the  mother,  that  loves  you  like  her  own 
child  r 

■'Belter  than  some  of  herchJdren,  I  believe,"  said 
Bucklaw,  "^or  there  would  be  little  love  wared  on  the 
«*ttcr."  ,         .  ,     J    . 

"And  Colonel  Sholto  Doufdas  Ashton,  who  desires 
the  marriage  alxjve  all  earthly  things  7" 

"  iJicauw,"  said  Bucklaw,  "  he  expcts  to  carry 
Che  county  of through  my  interest." 

".\nd  tne  father,  who  is  as  ki^n  to  see  the  match 
nncludedf  as  evr  I  have  iNHm  to  win  a  main  ?" 

**  Ay.*'  said  Bucklaw,  in  the  same  disparaging  man- 
ner, '^t  ikes  wiih  Sir  William's  policy  to  stvure  the 
n«t  liest  match,  since  he  cann«)i  hnrur  his  child  to 
•arc  the  grcut  Ravenswood  estate,  which  theKndish 
House  of  Lords  are  about  to  wrench  out  of  his 
dutches."  ,r«M        1 

"VVhat  saj  you  to  the  young  lady  herself  ?"  said 
Cnigrngelt;  •'the  finest  young  woman  in  all  Scot- 
Ujid,  one  that  you  usisd  t(>  be  so  fond  of  when  she  was 

QML  and  nowBhe  coascuta  to  have  you,  and  ^ives 
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I  up  her  engagement  with  Ravenswood,  you  ore  for 

Iibbing— I  must  say,  thedivira  in  ye,  when  ye  nmher 
Lnow  what  you  would  have,  nor  what  you  would 
want." 

"I'll  tell  you  my  meaning  in  a  word,"  answfrtd 
Bucklaw,  getting  up  and  walking  thn)ugh  the  nM-tin; 
"I  want  to  know  what  the  d«-vil  is  the  c.'iuso  of  JMiss 
Abhton's  changing  her  mind  so  t?uddenly  ?" 

"And  what  need  you  care,"  said  Craigcng^'It, 
"since  the  change  is  in  your  favour  7" 

"I'll  fell  you  what  il  is,"  returned  his  nntron.  "I 

never  knew  much  of  that  sort  i^f  linr*  ladie**.  an  !  I 

I  believe  tliuy  may  be  as  capricious  as  the  devil:  IjuI 

f  then-  is  something  in  Miss  .Vshlon's  change,  a  «livil- 

•  ish  iiial  too  Midcfen.  and  too  s«  rious  for  a  men*  lli-k 

I  of  her  own.    I'll  be  bound  Lady  .Vshton  uniit.-rstands 

I  every  machine  for  breaking  in  the  human  niiinl.  and 

there  an;  as  many  as  there  are  cnnnon-bits,  maitm- 

gales,  and  cavt  Siions  for  young  colts," 

".And  if  that  wi.r»'  not  the  case,"  said  Traigengflr, 
"  how  the  devil  should  wc  ever  get  them  into  irainma 
at  all  r 
I  "And  that's  tnie,  ti»,"  said  Bucklaw,  suspemling 
I  his  march  through  lh«^  dining-room,  and  l»^an:ng 
^  upon  tht:  back  oi'  a  chair.— '*.\nd  besides.  Ihtc's  Ka- 
i  VfUhWood  in  the  wnv  still;  do  >ou  think  he'll  give  up 
;  Lu«y's  engairement  V* 

"To  be  sure  he  will."  answered  f 'rair-  n'_'ell ;  "what 
giwd  can  it  do  him  to  refur^  •,  ."^inee  he  wi-hes  to  matry 
another  woman,  and  she  anothi.r  man  ?" 

"And  you  believe  seriously,"  .said  But^klaw,  "that 
he  U  gt)ing  to  marry  the  foreign  hi'ly  we  heard  of/" 

"You heard your.s<^lf/' answi-Wtirraig'  ngelt,  "what 
Captain  Westenho  said  about  it,  and  llu:  great  pre- 
paration made  for  their  blithsome  bridal." 

"Captain Westenho,"  replied  Bucklaw,  "has  rathcT 
too  mueh  of  your  own  cast  about  him,  Craigie,  to 
make  what  .Sir  William  would  call  a  'famous  wit- 
ne«a.'  He  «lrinks  deep,  plays  deep,  swears  d«vp,  and 
I  suspect  can  lie  anrl  clieat  a  little  into  the  barmin. 
Useful  qualities,  Craigi;\  if  kept  in  their  proper  sphere, 
but  which  have  a  little  too  much  of  the  fn.'ebooter  to 
make  a  figure  in  a  court  of  evidence." 

"Wi.ll,  then,"  said  Craisengilt,  "will  you  believe 
Colonel  i)ouglas  Ashton,  who  ht-anl  the  Manjuis  of 

A say  ina  public  circh\  but  not  aware  tiiat  ha 

was  within  ear-shot,  that  his  kinsman  had  mnde  a 
better  arrang<?ment  for  himstlf  than  to  give  his  fa- 
ther's land  for  the  i»ale-clK"<ked  daughter  of  a  broken- 
down  fanatic,  ami  that  Bucklaw  was  welcome  to  the 
wearing  of  Ravcnswood's  shaughled  sho<;s." 

"Did  he  say  so,  by  heavens!"  crie<l  Bucklaw, 
breaking  out  into  one  of  those  ineontrollable  fits  of 
passion  to  which  he  was  constitutionally  subiecr.— 
"  if  I  had  heard  him  I  would  have  tr»rn  the  iommo 
out  of  his  throat  before  all  his  peats  and  minions, 
and  Highland  bullies  into  the  bargaui.  Why  did  not 
Ash  ton  run  him  through  the  body '.'" 

"Cai)ote  me  if  I  know,"  saii I  the  Captain.  "He 
deserved  it  sure  enough ;  but  ht;  is  an  old  man,  and  a 
minister  of  state,  and  there  would  be  more  risk  than 
cRxlit  in  meddling  with  him.  Vou  had  more  n'.'cti  tc 
think  of  makmg  up  to  Miss  Lucy  At?hton  the  diy.rrace 
that's  like  to  fall  uiH)n  her,  thnn  of  interfering  with  a 
man  |po  old  to  fiuht,  and  on  too  high  a  stoolYor  your 
hand  To  reach  him." 

"It  ghull  reach  him,  though,  one  day."  said  Bi:ek- 
law,  "and  his  kinsman  Ravenswood  to  hoot.  In  the 
mean  time,  I'll  take  care  Miss  Ashton  rewdves  no 
discredit  lor  the  slight  they  have  put  iiinm  her.  It'i 
an  awkward  jol>,  however,  and  I  wish  it  were  emied ; 
I  fi<"arcc  know  how  to  talk  to  her.— but  fdl  a  buni|t  r, 
Craigie,  and  we'll  drink  her  health.  It  grows  laio. 
and  a  night-cowl  of  gtxwl  claret  is  worth  all  the  eon» 
sidermg-caps  in  Europe." 

CHAPTER  XXIX. 

It  W9»  the  ro|i)rof  our  confrrcnrw. 

Ill  lH>d  «lie  rtlopt  not,  for  my  ur^'iitu  it : 

At  biiard  nIic  (f(\  not,  tor  nir  nr^iiiir  >t ; 

Alonir.  It  WH;*  th«>  sulijvrt  nfliir  ll|i-iiM> ; 

In  conipony  I  often  t'l.niici.-*!  .it  il.—Ctnr.edy  efK'ivt%. 

Thk  n«.x*.  n\0TTV\W2  ?itiv:  Ww-NsXtv^*;  ^  i\\\^  \\\%>  V\  vv\\\\ 
Achate^  CiJi\Rcu\ii;\\,  «kV  \\».NVixv%>NQ*A  ^^liOtfi.  '\v«:'| 
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1%'cre  most  courteously  receiyedby  the  knight  and  his 
lady,  as  well  as  by  their  son  and  heir,  CcJoncI  Ashton. 
After  a  good  deal  of  stammering  and  olushing,— for 
Ijueklaw,  notwithstanding  his  aiidacityin  other  mat- 
ters, had  all  the  sheepish  bashiulness  common  to 
tliose  who  have  Dved  little  in  respectable  society,— he 
contrived  at  length  to  explain  his  wish  to  be  admitted 
to  a  conference  with  Miss  Ashton  upon  the  subject  of 
their  approaching  union.  Sir  Wiluam  and  his  son 
looked  at  Lady  Ashton,  who  replied  with  the  greatest 
composure,  "  that  Lucy  would  wait  upon  Mr.  Havs- 
ton  directly.  I  hope,"  she  added  with  a  smile,  *'  that 
as  Lucy  is  very  young,  and  has  been  lately  tr^anned 
into  an  engagement,  of  which  she  is  now  heartily 
ashamed,  our  dear  Bucklaw  will  excuse  her  wish,  that 
I  should  be  present  at  their  interview  7" 

**In  troth,  my  dear  lady,"  said  Bucklaw,  "it  is  the 
very  thing  that  I  would  nave  desired  on  my  own 
account;  lor  I  have  been  so  little  accustomed  to  what 
is  called  gallantry,  that  I  shall  certainly  fall  into  some 
cursed  mistake^  unless  I  have  the  advantage  of  your 
ladyship  as  an  interpreter." 

It  was  thus  that  Bucklaw,  in  the  perturbation  of 
his  embarrassment  upon  this  critical  occasion,  forgot 
the  just  apprehensions  he  had  entertained  of  Lady 
Ashton's  overbearing  asc^dancy  over  her  daughter's 
mind,  and  lost  an  opportunity  of  a8certaining.l>y  hia 
own  investigation,  the  real  state  of  Lucy's  feelings. 

The  Qther  gentlemen  left  the  room,  and  in  a  short 
time.  Lady  Ashton,  followed  by  her  daughter,  entered 
the  apartment.  She  appeared,  as  he  had  seen  her  on 
former  occasions,  rather  composed  than  agitated; 
but  a  nicer  iudge  than  he  comd  scarce  have  deter- 
mined, whether  her  calmness  was  that  of  despair,  or 
of  indiiSerence.  Bucklaw  was  too  much  agitated  by 
his  own  feelings  minutely  to  scrutinize  those  of  the 
lady.  He  stammered  out  an  unconnected  address, 
confounding  together  the  two  or  three  topics  to  which 
it  related,  and  stopt  short  before  he  brought  it  to  any 
regular  conclusion.  Miss  Ashton  listened,  or  looked 
as  if  she  listened,  but  returned  not  a  shigle  won^  in 
answer,  continuing  to  fix  her  eyes  on  a  small  piece  of 
embroidery,  on  which,  as  if  by  instinct  or  habit,  her 
fingers  were  busily  employed.  Lady  Ashton  sat  at 
some  distonce,  almost  screened  fix)m  notice  by  the 
deep  embrasure  of  the  window  in  which  she  had 
placed  her  chair.  From  this  she  whispered,  in  a  tonS 
of  voice,  which,  though  soft  and  sweet,  had  some- 
thing in  it  of  admonition,  if  not  command,—"  Lucy, 
my  dear,  remember— have  you  heard  what  Bucklaw 
has  been  saying  7" 

The  idea  of  her  mother's  presence  seemed  to  have 
slipped  from  the  imhiqipy  girl's  recollection.  She 
started,  dropped  her  needle,  and  repeated  hastily,  and 
almost  in  the  same  breath,  the  contradictory  answers, 
"Yes.  madam— no,  my  lady— I  b^  pardon,  I  did  not 
hear. 

"  You  need  tiot  blush,  my  Iov&  and  still  less  need 
you  look  so  pale  and  fiightened,''  said  Lady  Ashton, 
coming  forwafd ;  "  we  know  that  maidens'  ears  must 
be  slow  in  receiving  a  gentleman's  language ;  but  you 
must  remember  Mr.  Hayston  speaks  on  a  subject  on 
which  you  have  long  since  agreed  to  give  nim  a 
favourable  hearing.  You  know  how  much  your 
father  and  I  have  our  hearts  set  upon  an  ev^t  so 
extremely  desirable."  % 

In  Lady  Ashton's  voice,  a  tone  of  impressive,  and 
even  stem  inuendo  was  sedulously  and  ^IfiiUy  con- 
cealed, under  an  appearance  of  the  most  allectionate 
m aternal  tenderness.  The  manner  was  for  Bucklaw, 
who  was  eaj9ily  enough  imposed  upon :  the  matter  of 
the  exhortation  was  for  the  terrified  Lucy,  who  well 
knew  how  to  interpret  her  mother's  hints,  however 
skilftilly  their  real  purport  might  be  vefled  fit)m  gene- 
••al  observation. 

Miss  Ashton  sat  upright  in  her  chah-^  cast  round  her 
a  glance,  in  which  fear  was  mingled  with  a  still  wilder 
expression,  but  remained  perfectly  silent  Bncklaw, 
who  had  in  the  mean  time  paced  the  room  to  and  fro. 
until  he  had  recovered  his  composure,  now  BUjpped 
within  two  or  three  yards  of  her  chair,  and  broke  out 
as  follows  f— "  I  believe  I  haVe  been  a  d— d  fool,  Miss 
Ashton ;  I  have  tried  to  speak  to  you  as  people  tell 
ins  young  ladies  like  to  be  talked  to,  and  I  don't  think 


you  compnheBd  what  I  havt  been  sayiBgsuid  am 
wonder,  for  d— n  me  if  I  understand  it  myseu!  But; 
however,  once  for  all.  and  in  broad  Scotch,  your  father 
and  mother  like  what  is  proposed,  and  u  yoo  can 
take  a  plain  young  fellow  for  your  husband,  who  will 
never  cross  you  m  any  thime  yon  have  a  mind  to,  I 
will  place  you  at, the  head  oi  the  best  establishment 
in  the  three  Lotfaiana ;  you  shafl  have  Lady  Giniiog< 
ton's  lodging  in  the  Canongate  of  Edinbvgh,  ga 
where  you  please,  do  what  you  please,  and  see  what 
you  please,  and  that's  fair.  Only  I  must  have  a  cor- 
ner at  the  board-end  for  a  worthless  old  play-fellow 
of  mine,  whose  company  I  would  rather  want  ifiair 
have,  if  It  were  not  that  thed— d  fellow  has  persnadeiT 
me  that  I  can't  do  without  him :  and  so  I  hope  yoa 
won't  except  against  Craigie,  although  h  might  be 
easy  to  find  much  better  companir." 

"  JNow,  out  upon  you,  BucMaw,^  said  Lady  Ashton, 
again  interiwsmg,- **how  can  yoo  think  Lncy  can 
have  any  objection  to  that  blunt,  honest,  good-nator- 
ed  creature.  Captain  CraigengeItT" 

"Why,  madam,"  replied  Bucklaw,  "as  to Craigic*r 
sincerity,  honesty,  ana  good-natnr&  they  are,  I  beheve^ 
pretty  much  upon  a  par— but  that's  neither  here  not 
there— the  fellow  knows  ray  way^  and  has  got  nsefof 
to  me,  and  I  cannot  well  do  without  him,  as  I  saki 
before.  But  all  this  is  nothing  to  the  purpose ;  for» 
since  I  ha^  mustered  up  courage  to  make  a  plain  pro- 
{>osal,  I  would  fain  hear  Hiss  Ashton,  from  her  owir 
lips,  give  me  a  plain  answer." 

"My  dear  Bucklaw,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  "^fetme 
spare  Lucy's  bashfulness.  I  tell  you  in  her  presence, 
that  she  has  alrehdyr  consented  to  be  guided  bv  her 
father  and  me  in  this  ma  tier.— Lucy,  my  tove,"  she 
added,  with  that  singular  combination  of  suavity  of 
tone  and  pointed  energy  which  we  have  aheady  no- 
ticed—"Lucy,  my  dearest  love  f  spehk  for  yourself  m 
it  not  as  I  say  7" 

Her  victim  answered  in  a  tremubos  aad  hoDow 
voioe-7"  I  have  promised  to  obey  you,— bat  iq>0B  out 
condition." 

"She  means,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  turning  to  Buck- 
law, ''she  expects  an  answer  to  the  demand  which 
she  has  made  upon  the  man  at  Vienna,  or  Ratisboiv 
or  Paria— or  where  is  he— for  restitution  of  the  engage- 
ment in  which  he  had  the  art  to  involve  her.  Ycm 
will  not,  I  am  sure,  my  dear  friend,  think  it  is  wrong 
that  she  should  feel  much  delicacy  upon  this  bead ; 
indeed  it  concerns  us  all" 

"Perfectly  right— <juite  fair,"  said  Bucklaw,  half 
humming,  half  speakmg  the  end  of  the  old  song— r 
"  It  li  t>est  to  be  off  wi'  the  old  lore 
Befoie  yoo  be  0*  wi'  the  new.*' 
"But  I  thought,"  said  he,  pausing,  "you  might  bare 
had  an  answer  six  times  told  from  Kavenswood.  D— d 
me,  if  I  have  not  a  mind  to  go  and  fetch  one  myseifl 
if  Miss  Ashton  will  honour  me  with  the  oommissiun.'' 

"By  no  means,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  "we  have  had 
the  utmost  diflScnlty  of  preventing  Doagia«,  (for 
whom  it  would  be  more  proper,)  from  taking  so  msb 
a  step ;  and  do  you  think  we  could  permit  yon,  my 
good  friend,  almost  equally  dear  to  us,  to  go  to  a  des- 
perate man  upon  an  errand  so  desperate  T  In  fact  all 
the  friends  01^  the  family  are  of  opinion,  and  my  deal 
Lucy  herself  ought  so  to  think,  that,  as  this  unworthy 
person  has  returned  no  answer  to  ner  letter,  ailenea 
must  on  this,  as  in  other  cases,  be  held  to  give  consent, 
and  a  contract  must  be  supposed  to  be  given  up,  when 
the  party  waives  insisting  upon  it.  Sir  William,  wbe 
shouM  know  best  is  dear  upon  this  subject ;  and 
therefore  my  dear  Lucy"*^— 

"Madam,"  said  Lucv,  with  unwonted  eatm 
"urge  me  no  farther— if  this  unhanpy  engagenem  M 
restored,  I  have  already  said  von  ahiul  dispose  of  ma 
as  you  will— tin  then  I  should  commit  a  heavy  mm  m 
the  sight  of  God  and  man,  in  doing  vhat  you  re^iuire.'* 

"But,  my  love,  if  this  man  remains  obstnuitelf 
sflent"- — 

"He  will  not  be  silent,"  answered  Luey ;  "it  iasu| 
weeks  since  I  sent  him  a  double  ef  roylbrsier  letut 
by  a  sure  hand." 

"You  hav^  not— you  could  not— yon  duret-not,** 
said  Lady  Ashton,  with  viol^ce  inconsiatent  with 
the  tone  she  htMl  intended  to  aasmiie*  but  inatamlv 
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eometiii^  herselfi  **  My  dearest  Lnoy,"  laid  she,  in  her 
6w«etest  tone  of  expostulation,  "how  could  you  think 
of  mch  a  thing?" 

**No  matter/'  eaidBucklawj  "I  respect Bfiss  Ash- 
ton  for  her  sentiments,  and  I  only  wish  I  had  been 
tier  messenser  myself." 

**And  pray  how  long,  Miss  Ashton,"  said  her 
mother,  ironically,  "are  we  to  wait  the  return  of  your 
Pacolet — yowr  iairv  messenger— since  our  humble  cou- 
riers of  flesh  and  blood  could  not  be  trusted  in  this 
matter  r* 

^Ihave  numbered  weekiu  days,  hours,  and  mi- 
nute^" said  Miss  Ashton ;  "  within  another  week  I 
ahal)  have  an  answer,  unless  he  is  dead.—Till  that 
time  sir,"  ehe  said,  addressing  Backlaw,  "  let  me  be 
thus  far  b^olden  to  vou,  that  you  will  beg  my  mother 
to  forbear  me  upon  this  subject." 

"*  I  will  make  it  my  particular  entreaty  to  Lady  Ash- 
tjn,"  said  Bucklaw.  "By  my  honour,  madam,  I  re- 
nect  year  feelings ;  and,  although  the  prosecution  of 
tflis  afian-  be  rendered  dearer  to  me  than  ever,  yet,  as 
I  am  a  gentleman,  I  would  renounce  it,  were  it  so 
unaed  as  to  give  you  a  moment's  pain." 

'^Mr.  Hayston,  I  think,  cannot  apprdiend  that," 
nid  Ladv  Ashton,  looking  pale  with  anger,  **  when 
the  daoguter's  happiness  hes  in  the  bosom  of  the 
mother. — Let  me  ask  you,  Miss  Ashton,  in  what 
terras  yocr  last  letter  was  couched  7 

"  Exactly  in  the  same,  madam,"  answered  Lucy, 
"which  you  dictated  on  a  former  occasion."     '   . 

"  When  eight  days  have  elapsed,  then."  said  her 
mother,  resuming  her  tone  of  tenderness,  '*  we  shall 
hope,  my  dearest  love,  that  you  will  end  this  sus- 
pense." 

"ATiss  Ashton  must  not  be  hurried,  madam,"  said 
Backlaw,  whose  blunmess  of  feeling  did  not  by  any 
means  arise  from  want  of  good-nature—"  messengers 
may  be  stopped  or  delayed.  I  have  known  a  day's 
journey  broke  by  the  casting  off  a  fore-shoe.— Stay, 
let  me  see  my-calendar— the  20th  day  from  this  is  St 
Jude's,  and,  the  day  before,  I  must  be  at  Gaverton 
Edge  to  see  the  match  between  the  Laird  of  Kittle- 
fu-tli's  black  mare,  and  Johnston  the  meal-monger's 
four-year-old  colt ;  but  I  can  ride  all  night,  or  Craigie 
can  bring  me  word  how  the  inatch  goes :  and  I  hope, 
in  the  meah  time,  as  I  shall  not  myself  distress  Miss 
Athton  with  any  further  importunity,  that  vour  lady- 
ship yolurseU;  and  Sir  William,  and  Colonel  Douglas, 
will  have  the  goodness  to  allow  her  uninterrupted 
time  for  making  up  her  mind." 
*'  Sir,"  said  Miss  Ashton,  "you  are  generous." 
"As  for  that,  madam,"  answered  Bucklaw.  "I  only 

fetend  to  be  a  plain  good-humoured  young  fellow,  as 
•aid  before,  who  wul  willingly  make  you  happy  if 
you  will  permit  him,  and  show  him  how  to  do  so." 
,  Having  said  this,  he  saluted  her  with  more  emo- 
tion than  was  consifatLcit  wiih  hb  u^irJ  trnin  of 
feeling,  and  took  his  Umve;  Lady  Aj-litJi],  ii^  A\e 
accompanied  him  out  of  the  itpartiiieui^  os^^uring  him 
aiat  her  daughter  dkl  full  justice  to  ih^B  siucuriLU'  of 
his  attachment,  and  r(?qLn*aiing  him  to  siiO  Sir  Wll- 
uam  before  his  departure,  ^'ainoe,'*  aa  @he  ^aid,  with  a 
keen  glance  reverting  towards  Lticy,  "OM»m»t  Sl 
Jude's  day,  we  must  all  1>«  readjf  to  Jifrt  aiidacal'^ 

To  sign  and  sealV'  t»chufld  Lucy  in  n  miHttviug 
tone,  as  the  door  of  the  apnrtmcnt  clqaed—^To  mssn 
and  seal— to  do  and  die  T^  ami,  claspirii^hprirjtreiiusiTai 
hands  together,  she  siiiik  hnck  on  tiie  tiajay-chnir  bko 
**}ipied,  in  a  state  ref^^rnbluuT  snipor. 

Prom  this  she  was  ■:■.■'.  r'-  ^  ■•  \--i]ii\l  by  ilie 
boisterous  entry  of  her  ii-^_ci  iiuiiiy,  smij  damur-- 
o«»y  renunded  her  of  a  promise  to  give  him  two 
yards  of  carnation  ribbon  to  make  knots  to  his  new 
gtrtera  With  the  most  patient  composure  Lucy 
JJ^ae,  and  ooening  a  little  ivory-cabinet,  sought  out 
toe  ribbon  the  lad  wanted,  measured  it  accurately, 
J***  »t  off  into  proper  lengths,  and  knotted  into  the 
MMton  his  boyish  whim  required. 

Dmna  shut  the  cabinet  yet,"  said  Henry.  "  for  I 
«n»t  have  some  of  your  sihrer  wire  to  fasten  the  bells 
w  my  hawk's  jesses,— and  yet  the  new  falcon's  not 
jy>^  them  neither;  for  do  you  know,  after  all  the 
g*Kue  we  hod  to  get  her  from  an  oyry,  all  the  way  at 
roam,  m  Mannor  Water,  ahe's  gomg  to  prove,  after 


all,  nothing  better  than  a  rifler-Hilie  just  wets  her 
singles  in  the  blood  of  the  partridge,  and  then  breaks 
away,  and  lets  her  fly ;  and  what  good  can  the  poor 
bird  do  after  that,  you  know,  except  pine  and  die  in  the 
first  heather-cow  or  whin-bush  she  can  crawl  into?" 

"Right,  Henry- nghl,  very  right,"  said  Lucy, 
mournfully,  holding  the  boy  last  by  the  hand,  after 
she  had  given,  him  the  wire  he  wanted ;  "  but  there 
are  more  nflers  in  the  world  than  your  falcon,  and 
more  wounded  birds  that  seek  but  to  die  in  quiet, 
that  can  find  neither  brake  nor  whin-bush  to  hide 
their  heads  in." 

"Ah!  that's  some  speech  out  of  your  romances," 
said  the  boy;  "and  Sholto  says  they  nave  turned  vour 
head.  But  I  hear  Norman  %vhisthng  to  the  hawk— I 
must  so  fasten  on  the  jesses." 

And  he  scampered  away  with  the  thoughtless  ga)'efy 
of  boyhood,  leaving  his  sister  to  the  bitterness  oi  her 
own  reflections.  •  . 

"  It  is  decreed,"  she  said,  "  that  every  living  creature, 
even  thDse  who  owe  me  most  kindness,  are  to  shun 
me,  and  leave  me  to  those  by  whom  I  am  beset.  It 
is  just  it  should  be  thus.  Alone  and  uncounselled,  I 
involved  myself  in  these  perils— alone  and  uncoun- 
selled, I  must  extricate  myself  or  die." 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

-  What  doUi  c 


But  moody  and  dull  melancholy, 
Kinainaii  to  grim  and  comfortluM  deapair, 
And,  at  her  heel»,  a  huge  infectious  troop. 
Of  pale  difteroperaturet,  and  foe*  to  life) 

CoaMtfy  of  Error*. 

As  some  vindication  of  the  ease  with  which  Buck- 
law  (who  otherwise,  as  he  termed  himself,  was  really 
a  very  good-humoured  fellow)  resigned  his  judgment 
to  the  management  of  Lady  Ashton,  while  paying  his 
addresses  to  her  daughter,  the  reader  must  call  to 
mind  the  strict  domestic  discipline;  which,  at  this 
period,  was  exercised  over  the  females  of  a  Scottish 
family. 

The  manners  of  the  country  in  tliia,  as  in  many 
other  respecus,  coincided  with  those  of  Prance  before 
the  revolution.  Young^  women  of  the  higiier  ranks 
sekiom  mingled  in  society  until  after  marriage,  and, 
both  in  law  and  fact,  were  held  to  be  under  the  strict 
tutelage  of  their  parents,  who  were  too  apt  to  enforce 
the  views  for  their  settlement  in  life,  without  payiitg 
any  regard  to  the  inclination  of  the  parties  chiedy 
interested.  On  such  occasions,  the  suitor  expected 
little  more  from  his  bride  than  a  silent  acquiescence 
in  the  will  of  her  parents;  and  as  few  oppoiiunities 
of  acquaintance,  far  less  of  intimacy,  occurred,  he 
made  nis  choice  by  the  outside,  as  me  lovers  in  tlie 
Merchant  of  Venice  select  the  casket,  contented  to 
trust  to  chance  the  issue  of  the  lottery,  in  which  he 
had  hazarded  a  venture. 

It  was  not  therefore  surprising,  such  being  the  gene- 
ral manners  of  the  Age.  that  Mr.  Hayston  of  Buck- 
law,  whom  diasipoted  habits  had  detached  in  soma 
degree  from  the  best  society,  should  not  attend  par* 
ticularly  to  those  feelings  in  his  elected  bride,  to  which 
many  men  of  more  sentiment,  experience,  and  reflec- 
tion, would,  in  ail  probability,  have  been  equally  inilif- 
ferent  He  knew  what  all  accounted  the  unncipal 
point,  that  her  parents  and  friends,  namely,  wore 
decidedly  in  his  favour,  and  that  there  existed  most 
powerful  reasons  for  their  predilection. 

In  truth,  the  conduct  of  the  Maronis  of  A , 

since  Ravenswood's  departure,  had  been  such  as 
alniost  to  bar  the  possibility  of  his  kinsman's  union 
with  Lucy  Ashton.  The  Marquis  was  Ravenswood's 
sincere,  but  misjudging  friend;  or  rather,  like  many 
firiends  and  patrons,  he  consulted  what  he  rxinsidered 
to  be  his  relation's  true  interest,  although  he  knew 
that  in  doing  so  he  run  counter  to  his  inclinations. 

The  Marq^uis drove  on,  therefore,  with  the  plenitude 
of  ministerial  authority,  an  appeal  to  the  British 
House  of  Peers  against  those  judgments  of  the  conns 
of  law,  by  which  Sir  William  became  possessed  of 
Ravenswood's  hereditary  property.  As  this  measure, 
enforced  with  all  the  authority  of  power,  was  new  in 
Scottish  judicial  piyceedings,  though  now  so  fre- 
quently resorted  to,  it  was  exclaimeui  against ^bv  tiii 
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lawyers  on  tb<  oppootefiide  of  politics,  asaninter- 
ferenoe  with  the  civil  judicature  of  the  country,  equally 
new,  arbitrary,  and  tyrannical.  And  if  it  thus  affected 
even  strangers  connected  with  them  only  by  political 
party,  it  may  be  Rueesed  what  the  Ashten  family 
themselves  said  and  thought  under  so  gross  a  dispen- 
sation. Sir  William,  still  more  worldly-minded  tban 
ho  was  timid,  was  reduced  to  despair  by'  the  lossby 
-which  he  was  threatened.  His  son's  baujihtier  spint 
was  exalted  in  towage  at  the  idea  of  being  deprived  of 
bis  expected  patrimony.  But  to  Lady  Asbton's  yet 
more  vindictive  temper,  the  conduct  of  Ravenswood, 
or  rather  of  his  patron,  ap^ared  to  be  an  offence 
challenging  the  deepest  and  fnost  immortal  reven|K. 
Even  the  quiet  and  confiding  temper  of  Lucy  herself, 
swayed  by  the  opinions  expressed  by  all  around  her, 
could  not  but  consider  the  conduct  of  Ravenswood  as 
precipitate,  and  even  unkind.  "  It  was  my  father," 
she  repeated  with  a  sigh,  "  who  welcomed  him  to 
this  place,  and  encouraged,  or  at  least  allowed,  the 
intimacy  between  us.  Should  he  not  havtf  remem- 
bt'red  this,  and  requited  it  with  at  least  some  moderate 
degree  of  procrastination  in  the  assertion  of  his  own 
alleji^  riglits  1  I  would  have  forfeited  for  him  double 
the  value  of  these  lands,  which  he  pursues  with  an 
ardour  that  shows  he  has  forgotten  how  much  I  am 
implicated  in  the  mitter." 

Lucy,  however,  could  only  murmur  these  things  to 
herself,  unwilling  to  increase  the  prejudices  against 
her  lover  enteriamed  by  all  around  her,  who  exclaimed 
against  the  steps  pursued  on  his  account,  as  illegal, 
vexatious,  and  t>Tannical,  resembUng  the  worst  mea- 
sures in  (lie  worst  times  of  the  worst  Stewarts,  and 
a  degradation  of  Scotland,  the  decisions  of  whose 
learned  judges  were  thus  subjected  to  the  review  of  a 
court,  composed  indeed  of  men  of  the  highest  rank, 
but  who  were  not  trained  to  the  study  of  any  muni- 
cipal law,  and  might  be  supposed  specially  to  hold  in 
contempt  that  of  Scotland.  As  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  alleged  injustice  meditated  towards  her  lather, 
every  moans  was  resorted  to,  and  every  argument 
ur;;ed,  to  induce  Miss  Ashton  to  break  ott  her  engage- 
ment with  Ravenswood,  as  being  scandalous,  shame- 
ful, and  sinful,  formed  with  the  mortal  enemy  of  her 
family,  and  calculated  to  add  bitterness  to  the  distress 
of  her  parents. 

Lucys  spirit,  however,  was  high;  and  although 
unaided  and  alone,  she  could  have  borne  much— she 
could  have  endured  the  repinings  of  her  father— his 
/mirmurs  against  what  he  called  the  tyrannical  usage 
of  the  ruling  party— his  ceaseless  charges  of  ingrati- 
tude against  Ravenswood— his  endless  lectures  on  the 
various  means  by  which  contracts  may  be  voided  and 
annulled— his  quotations  from  the  civil,  the  munici- 
pal, and  the  canon  law— and  his  prelecuons  upon  the 
yatria  polestas. 

She  might  have  borne  also  in  patience)  or  repelled 
with  scorn,  the  bitter  taunts  and  occasional  violence 
of  her  brother  Colonel  Douglas  Ashton.  and  the 
impertinent  and  intrusive  inteiference  of  other  friends 
and  relations.  But  it  was  beyond  her  power  effect- 
ually to  withstand  or  elude  the  constant  and  unceas- 
ing persecution  of  Lady  Ashton,  who,  layir.g  every 
vtner  wish  aside,  had  Sent  the  whole  efforts  of  her 
powerful  mind  to  break  her  daughter's  contract 
with  Ravenswood,  and  to  place  a  perpetual  bar 
between  the  lovers,  by  effectins  Luc/s  union  with 
Bucklaw.  Far  more  deeply  skilled  tban  her  husband 
in  the  recesses  of  the  human  heart  she  was  aware, 
that  in  this  way  she  might  strike  a  blow  of  deep  and 
decisive  vengeance  upon  one.  whom  she  esteemed  as 
her  mortal  enemy ;  nor  did  she  hesitate  at  raising  her 
arm,  although  she  knew  that  the  wound  must  be 
dealt  through  the  bosom  of  her  daughter.  With  this 
stem  and  fixed  purpose,  she  sounded  every  deep  and 
shallow  of  her  daughter's  soul,  assumed  alternately 
e^'ery  disguise  of  manner  which  could  serve  her 
object,  and  prepared  at  leisure  every  species  of  dire 
machinery,  by  which  the  human  mind  can  be 
wrenched  from  its  settled  determination. .  Some  of 
these  were  of  an  obvious  description,  and  require  only 
to  be  cursorily  mentioned ;  others  were  characteristic 
of  (he  time,  the  country,  and  the  persons  engaged  in 
iku  Angular  drama. 


tkat  aU  intesxsiow^ 


'It  was  of  the  Utt  t , 

betwixt  the  lovers  should  oe  stopped,  and  hy  <lLa) 
gold  and  authority,  Lady  Ashton  contrived  to  i 
herself  of  such  a  complete  command  of  aU  wr 
placed  around  her  daughter,  that,  in/act,  no  lei 
fortress  was  ever  more  completely  blockaded ; 

at  die  same  time,  to  all  outwanl  anpearancc,^ .„ 

AsHton  lay  under  no  restriction.    The  verger  m'  ire 
parents'  domains  became,  in  respect  to  her Jiflce  th* 
viewless  and  enchanted  hne  drawn  around  ft   f^ry 
castle,  where  nothing  unpermitted  can  either   entei 
from  without,  or  escape  ihmi  within.    Thus  eirery 
letter,  in  which  Ravens waod  conveyed  to  Luc/  JLsh- 
ton  the  indispensable  reasons  which  detuned   bini 
abroad,  and  more  than  one  note  which  poor  X^xtcy 
had  addressed  to  him  through  what  she  tlunifi^iit  a 
secure  channel,  fell  into  the  hands  of  her  mother.      It 
could  not  be,  out  that  the  tenor  of  thsta  intercepted 
letters,  especially  those  of  Ravenswood,  should  con- 
tain something  to  irritate  the  passionsL  and  i(>rtify 
the  obstinacy  of  her  into  whose  hands  tney  feU  ;  bat 
Lady  Asbton's  passions  were  too  deep-ruoted     to 
require  this  fresh  food.   She  burnt  the  papers  aaree^i- 
larly  as  ^e  perused  them;  and  as  they  consumed 
mto  vapour  and  tinder,  regarded  them  with  a  sixuJe 
upon  her  compressed  lips,  and  an  exnitation  in  her 
steady  eye,  which  showed  her  confidence  that  the 
hopes  of  the  writers  should  soon  be  rendered  equally 
unsubstantiaL 

It  usually  happens,  that  fortune  aids  the  macfainft- 
tions  of  those  who  are  prompt  to  avail  themselTes  of 
every  chance  that  ofiers.    A  report  was  wafted  ftoan 
the  Continen%  founded,  like  others  of  the  same  sort, 
upon  many  plausible  circumstances,  but  without  any 
real  basis,  stating  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  to  be 
on  the  eve  of  marriage  with  a  foreign  lady  of  fortune 
and  distinction.     Thia  was  greedily  eanght  up  by 
both  the  poUtical  parties,  who  were  at  once  stras- 
gling  for  power  and  for  popular  favour,  and  wno 
seixed,  as  usual,  tipon  the  most  private  circum- 
stances in  the  lives  of  each  others  partisans,  to 
convert  them  into  sabjeots  of  poUtical  discassion. 

The  Marquis  of  A-' — gave  his  opinion  aloud  and 
publicly,  not  indeed  in  the  coarse  terms  ascribed  to 
him  by  Captain  C^raigengdt,  but  in  a  nanner  suffi- 
ciently ofiensive  to  the  Ashtons :— "  He  thought  the 
report,"  he  said.  '*  highly  probable,  and  heartily 
wished  it  might  be  true.  Such  a  match  was  fitter 
and  far  more  cr^itable  for  a  apirited  young  ieDow, 
than  a  marriage  with  the  daughter  or  an  old  wh^ 
lawyer,  whose  chicanery  had  so  nearly  ruined  his 
father.^' 

The  other  party,  of  course,  laying  out  of  view  the 
opposition  which  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  received 
from  Miss  Asbton's  family,  cried  shame  upon  bis 
fickleness  and  perfidy,  as  if  he  had  seduced  the  young 
lady  into  an  engagement,  dnd  wilfully  and  cause- 
lessly abandoneaher  for  another. 

Sufficient  care  was  taken  tha4  this  report  should 
find  its  way  to  Ravenswood  Castle  through  every 
various  channel^  Lady  Ashton  being  Well  aware,  that 
the  very  reiteration  of  the  same  rumour  from  so  many 
quarters  could  not  but  give  it  a  semblanoe  of  tnita. 
By  some  it  was  told  as  t  piece  of  ordinary  news,  b)r 
some  communicated  as  serious  intelligence ;  now  it 
was  whispered  to  Lucy  Ashton's  ear  in  the  tone  of 
malignant  nleasantry,  and  now  transmitted  to  her  as 
a  matter  or  grave  and  serious  warning. 

Even  the  hoy  Henry  was  made  the  iBstrument  of 
adding  to  his  sister's  torments.  One  morning  he 
rushed  into  the  room  with  a  willow  branch  in  his 
hand,  which  he  told  her  had  arrived  that  instant 
from  Glermany  for  her  special  wearing.  Lncy,  as  wt 
have  seen,  was  remarkiibly  fond  of  her  yoimger  bro* 
ther,  and  at  that  moment  his  wanton  and  thought- 
less nnkindnees  seetned  more  keenly  injurious  than 
even  the  studied  insults  of  her  elder  brother.  Her 
grief,  however,  had  no  shade  of  resentment;  sba 
folded  her  arms  about  the  boy's  neck,  and  saying 
faintly,  "Poor  Henry!  yt)U  speak  but  what  theytol 
you,"  she  burst  into  a  fiood  of  unrestrained  teai& 
The  boy  was  msved,  notwithstanding  the  though^ 
lessness  of  his  age  and  character.  "The  devil  takl 
me."  sakl  he^  "Lucy,  "if  I  fotcfa  yon  any  nnire  d 
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tormenting  messages  againx  ibr  I  Vke  yon 

r,**  said  hejdssiiig  awaf  the  tears,  "Aan  the 

niixAe  fMck.  of  them ;  end  you  shall  have  my  toiiy 
tay  to  ride  on,  and  you  shall  canter  hUn  if  you  like, 
i^y,  and  tide  beyond  the  village,  too,  if  you  have 
^  mind." 

"  Who  told  you,''  said  1>ncy,  **  that  I  am  not  per- 
tmtted  to  ride  where  I  please  r ' 
,  "That's  m  secret,"  said  the  boy;  "but  you  will 
find  you  can  never  ride  beyond  the  village  but  your 
horae  will  cast  a  shoe,  or  fall  lame,  or  the  castle  bell 
will  rin^or  something  will  happen  to  bnng  you  back. 
-But  if  I  tell  you  more  of  these  things,  Douglas  will 
tu>t  get  me  the  pair  of  colours  they  have  promised  me, 
and  so  jsood-morrow  to  vou." 

This  dialogue  plunged  Lucy  in  still  deeper  dejec- 
tioa,  as  it  tended  to  show  her  plainly  what  she  had 
for  some  time  suspected,  that  she  was  Uttle  better 
than  a  prisoner  at  large  in  her  father's  house.  We 
iave  de8crS>ed  her  in  the  outset  of  our  story  as  of  a 
romantic  disposition^  delighting  in  tales  of  love  and 
woader,  and  readily  idenufying  herself  with  the  situ- 
atkm  of  those  legendary  heroines,  with  whose  adven- 
turn,  for  want  of  better  reading,  her  memory  had 
become  stocked.  The  !iiry  wand,  with  which  m  her 
solitude  she  nad  delighted  to  raise  visions  of  enchant- 
ioent,  became  now  the  rod  of  a  magician,  the  bond 
slave  of  evil  genii,  serving  only  to  invoke  spectres  at 
which  the  exordst  trembled.  She  felt  herself  the 
object  of  suspicion,  of  scorn,  of  dislike  at  least,  if  not 
othatred,  to  her  own  family ;  and  it  seemed  to  her 
that  she  was  abandoned  by  the  very  person  on  whose 
account  she  was  exposed  to  the  enmity  of  all  around, 
her.  Indeed,  the  evidence  of  Ravenswood's  infi- 
delity began  to  assume  every  day  a  more  determined 
character. 

A  soldier  of  fortmie,  of  the  name  of  Westcnho,  an 
old  familiar  of  Cmigengelt's,  chanced  to  arrive  from 
abroad  about  this  time.  The  worthy  Captain,  though 
without  any  precise  communication  with  Lady  Ash- 
too,  always  acted  most  regularly  and  sedulously  in 
Mpport  01  he^  plans,  and  easily  prevailed  upon  his 
moid,  by  dint  ot  exaggeration  of  real  circumstancea 
aud  coining  of  others,  to  give  explicit  testimony  to 
me  truth  of  Ravenswood's  approaching  marriage. 

Thus  beset  on  all  hands,  and  in  a  manner  reduced 
to  despair,  Lucy's  teniper  gave  way  under  the  pres- 
sure of  constant  affliction  and  persecution.  She 
became  gloomy  and  abstracted,  and,  contrary  to  her 
natural  and  ordinary  habit  of  mind,  sometimes  turned 
with  spirit,  and  even  fierceness,  on  those  by  whom 
roe  was  Ions  and  closely  annoyed.  Her  health  also 
began  to  be  shaken,  and  her  hectic  cheek  and  wan- 
denng  eye  gave  symptoms  of  what  is  called  a  fever 
upon  the  spirits.  In  most  mothers  this  would  have 
goved  compassion ;  but  Lady  Ash  ton,  compact  and 
«nn  of  purpose,  saw  these  waverings  of  health  and 
intellect  with  no  greater  sympathy  than  that  with 
Jjich  the  hostile  ensineer  regards  the  towers  of  a 
Wcagu^red  city  as  they  reel  under  the  discharge  of 
ms  artillery ;  or,  rather,  she  considered  these  starts 
and  u^qualities  of  temper  as  symptoms  of  Lucy's 
e^pinng  resolution;  as  the  angler,  by  the  throes  and 
convulsive  exertions  of  the  fish  which  he  has  hooked, 
gjcomes  aware  that  he  soon  will  be  able  to  land  him. 
/«>  .accelerate  the  catastrophe  in  the  present  case, 
**ady  Ashton  had  recourse  to  an  expedient  very  ooh- 
r"*«nt  with  the  temp^  and  credulity  of  those  times, 
but  which  the  reader  will  probably  pronounce  tnily 
wfastable  and  diabolical 
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Aad  Mlbrti  arte  fram  people  the  miftit  hide, 
Aad  hut  ter  cO;  mlaotHi,  whoae*er  ebe  envied. 

.JJ'^b^alth  of  Lucy  Ashton  soon  reqnirBd  the  assist- 
™°B  Of  a  person  moro  akiUiil  in  the  office  of  a  sick 


nurse  than  the  female  domestics  of  the  femHy.  Ailsie 
Gourlay,  sometimes  called  the  Wise  Woman  of  Bow- 
dan,  was  the  person  whom,  for  her  own  strong  rea- 
sons. Lady  Ashton  selected  as  an  attendant  upon  her 
daughter. 

This  woman  had  acquired  a  considerable  repntatioii 
among  the  ignorant  by  the  pretended  cures  which  she 
performed,  especially  in  oneomeSf  as  the  Scotch  call 
them,  or  mysterious  diseases,  which  baffle  the  nsgular 
physician.  Her  pharmacopeia  consisted  partly  of 
herbs  selected  in  planetary  hours,  partly  of  words^ 
signs,  and  charms,  which  sometimes^  pei;hap8,  pro- 
duced a  favourable  influence  upon  the  imagination  oC 
her  patients.  Such  was  the  avowed  profession  of 
Lucky  Gouriay^  which,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  was 
looked  upon  with  a  suspicious  eye,  not  only  by  her 
neighbours,  but  even  by  die  clergy  of  the  district.  In 
private,  however,  idie  traded  moredeeply  in  the  occult 
sciences ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  clreadful  punish- 
ments inflicted  upon  the  snppo^  crime  of  witchcraft 
there  wanted  not  those  who,  steeled  by  want  and 
bitterness  of  spirit,  were  willing  to  adopt  the  hateful 
and  dangerous  character,  for  the  sake  ot  the  influence 
which  its  terrors  enabled  them  to  exercise  in  the  vi- 
cinity, and  the  wretched  emolument  which  they  could 
extract  by  the  practice  of  their  strpposed  art 

Ailsie  Ckmriay  was  not  mdeed  fool  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge a  compact  with  the  Evil  One,  which  would 
have  been  a  swift  and  readjr  road  to  the  stake  and  tar- 
barrel.  Her  faliTi  she  said,'  like  Caliban's,  was  a 
harmless  fairy.  Nevertheless,  she  "spaed  fortunes," 
read  dreams,  composed  philtres,  discovered  stolen 
goods,  and  made  and  dissolved  matches  as  success- 
fully as  if,  according  to  the  belief  of  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood, she  had  been  aided  in  those  arts  by  Beelze- 
bub himsel£  The  worst  of  the  pretenders  to  these 
sciences  was,  that  they  were  generally  persons  who, 
feeling  themselves  odious  to  humanity,  were  careless 
of  what  they  did  to  deserve  the  public  hatred.  Real 
crimes  were  often  committed  under  pretence  of  magi- 
cal imposture;  and  it  somewhat  relieves  the  disgust  , 
with  which  we  read,  in  the  criminal  records,  the  con- 
viction of  these  wretches,  to  be  aware  that  many  ot 
them  merited,  as  poisoners,  suborners,  and  diabolical 
agents  in  secret  domestic  crimes,  the  severe  fiite  to 
which  they  were  condenmed  for  the  imaginary  guilt 
of  witqhcraft 

Such  was  Ailsie  Oourlay  whom,  in  order  to  attain 
the  absolute  subjugation  of  Lucy  Ashton's  mind,  her 
mother  thought  it  ntting  to  place  near  her  person.  A 
woman  of  less  consequence  than  Lady  Ashton  had 
not  dared  to  take  such  a  step ;  but  her  high  rank  and 
strength  of  character  set  her  above  the  censure  of  the 
worid,  and  she  was  allowed  to  have  selected  for  hei 
daughter's  attendant  the  best  and  most  experienced 
sick-nurse  "  and  mediciner"  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  an  inferior  person  would  have  fallen  under 
the  reproach  of  calling  in  the  assistance  of  a  partner 
and  ally  of  the  great  Enemy  of  mankind. 

The  beldam  caught  her  cue  readily  and  by  innuendo, 
without  giving  Lady  Ashton  the  pain  of  distinct  ex- 
planation. She  was  in  many  respects  qualified  for 
the  part  she  played,  which  indeed  could  notbeeffi- 
cientlv  assumed  without  some  knowledge  of  the  hu- 
man heart  and  passions.  Dame  Gourlay  perceived 
that  Lucy  shuddered  at  her  external  appearance, 
which  we  nave  already  described  when  we  round  her 
in  the  death-chamber  of  blind  Alice ;  and  while  in- 
ternally she  hated  the  poor  girl  for  the  invohzclary 
horror  with  which  she  saw  she  was  regarded,  she 
commenced  her  operations  by  endeavourmg  to  eflaae 
or  overcome  those  prejudices  which,  in^er  heart, 
she  resented  as  mortal  onences.  TioB  was  easily  done, 
for  the  hag's  external  ugliness  was  soon  balanced  by 
a  show  otkindness  and  interest  to  which  Lucy  had 
of  late  been  little  accustomed ;  her  attentive  services 
and  real  skill  gamed  her  the  ear,  if  not  the  confidence, 
of  her  patient ;  and  under  pretence  of  diverting  the 
solitude  of  a  sick  room,  she  soon  led  her  attention 
captive  br  the  legends  in  which  she  waa  well  skilleo, 
and  to  which  Lucy's  habits  of  readinir  and  reflection 
induced  her  to  "  lend  an  attentive  ear."  Dame  Gour  • 
lay's  tales  were  at  fl^  of  a  mild  and  intereetioiK 
character^ 
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or  ntfn  ttiat  nifflitlr  iAef'  upon  the  wold. 
And  lijverx  dituiii'd  to  wander  and  to  weep, 
Ami  cQrtticri  hieh,  where  wicked  wizzanU  keep 
Ttitiir  captive  thrall*. 

Graduolly,  liowevir,  tht-y  aspiiinrd  a  darker  and 
nioro  iiiv>*ttriuuei  characttT,  an<l  became  such  as,  told 
by  the  ini<lnit{ht  lamp,  and  enforcul  by  the  tremiilous 
tone,  the  qmvmiif;  and  livid  lip,  the  uplifted  skinny 
f«>r*'-fifijx«  r,  and  the  shaking  head  of  the  blue-eyed  haf(, 
miifht  hav(;  appalUtl  a  less  credulous  imainnation.  m 
an  a^e  more  hard  of  belief.  The  old  Sycorax  saw  her 
advnntaire,  and  ;?radually  narrowed  her  matric  circle 
an^und  thu  devoted  victim  on  whose  spirit  she  prac- 
ti.-ed.  Ht  r  Irgends  In'tjan  to  relateto  the  fortunes  of 
the  Riivcnswood  family,  whose  ancient  grandeur  and 
portentous  authority,  credulity  had  graced  with  so 
many  superstitious  attributes.  The  stor\'  of  the  fatal 
fountain  was  narrated  at  full  length,  and  with  formi- 
dable a<lditions.  by  the  ancient  sibyl.  The  prophecy, 
quoted  by  Caleb,  concerning  the  dead  bride,  who  was 
to  1)0  won  by  the  last  of  the  KavenswoKods,  had  its  own 
mysterious  commentary;  and  the  sinifiilar  circum- 
stance of  the  apparition,  seen  by  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venHwo<.Kl  in  the  forest,  having  partly  transpired 
throui;li  his  hasty  inquiries  in  the  cottage  of  old  Alice, 
formed  a  theme  lor  many  exaggerations. 

Lut:y  mi^ht  have  despisetl  these  talcs,  if  they  had 
bec*n  related  concerning  anotber  family,  or  if  her  own 
Situation  bad  been  less  despondent.  But  circum- 
eianced  as  she  was,  the  idea  that  an  evil  fate  hung 
over  her  atlachnu  nr,  became  prc-dominant  over  her 
other  feelings :  and  the  gloom  of  superstition  darkened 
a  mind,  already  sufficiently  weakened  by  8orn)W,  dis- 
tress, uncrertainty,  and  an  oppressive  sense  of  deser- 
tion and  desolation.  Stories  were  told  by  lur  attend- 
ant 80  closely  resembling  her  own  in  their  circum- 
stances, that  she  was  gradually  led  to  converse  urwn 
such  tragic  and  mystical  subjects  with  the  beldam, 
and  to  ripose  a  sort  of  confidence  in  the  sibyl,  whom 
she  still  regarded  with  involuntary  shuddering.  Dame 
Tiourlay  knew  how  to  avail  herself  of  this  iriiperfect 
'  confideiire.  She  directed  Lucy's  thoughts  to  the 
means  of  inquiring  into  futurity,— the  surest  mode, 
j)<Tliaps.  of  feihriking  the  understanding  and  destroying 
the  spirits.  Omens  were  expounde<l,  dreams  were 
inieriireted,  and  other  tricks  of  jugglery  perhaps  re- 
Foriiil  to.  l»y  which  the  pretended  adepts  of  the  period 
di'ceived  and  fascinatiMi  their  deluded  followers.  I 
find  it  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  dittav  against  Ailsie 
(jnjurlay,— (for  it  is  some  comfort  to  know  that  the 
old  hag  was  tried,  condemned,  and  burned  on  the  top 
of  North- Ben\'ick  Law,  by  sentence  of  a  commission 
from  the  Privy  Council.)— I  find,  I  say,  it  waschargivl 
against  hr  r,  among  otlii.r  otfences,  that  she  had,  by 
tile  aid  and  delusions  of  Satan,  shown  to  a  young  ner- 
son  of  quality,  in  a  mirror  glass,  a  gentleman  then 
abroad,  to  whom  the  said  young  person  was  be- 
trothed, and  who  appt^ared  in  the  vision  to  be  in  the 
act  of  bertowing  his  hand  upon  another  lady.  But 
liiis  and  **t»me  other  parts  of  tne  record  appear  to  have 
be<?n  studiously  left  imiN^rfect  in  names  and  dates,  pro- 
bably out  of  regard  to  the  honour  of  the  families  con- 
cerned. If  Dame  Gourlay  was  able  actually  to  play 
off  such  a  piece  of  jugglery,  it  is  clear  she  must  have 
had  better  assistant^  to  practise  the  deception,  than 
her  own  skill  or  funds  could  supply.  Mean  while,  this 
niysterioiis  visionary  traffic  had  its  usual  eflect,  in 
unsettling  Miss  Ashton's  mind.  Her  temper  became 
unequal,  lier  health  decayed  daily,  hi:r  manners  grew 
moi>ing,  melancholy,  and  uncertain.  Her  father, 
guessing  partly  at  the  cause  of  these  apfvearances,  and 
exerting  a  degree  of  authority  unusual  with  him,  made 
a  p«iini  of  banishing  Dame  Gourlay  from  the  castle; 
but  the  arrow  was  shot,  and  was  rankling  barlMleep 
in  the  side  of  the  wounded  deer. 

It  was  shortly  after  the  departure  of  this  woman, 
that  Lucy  Ashion,  urged  by  her  parents,  announced 
to  them,  with  a  vivacity  by  which  they  were  startled. 
*'  that  she  was  conscious  heaven  and  earth  and  hell 
had  set  themselves  against  her  union  with  Ravens- 
wood;  still  her  contract,"  she  said,  "was  a  bind- 
hi.if  contract,  and  she  neither  would  nor  could  reaign 
•/  without  the  conflt:nt  of  RavenswoiMi.  Let  me  ne 
magured, "  she  concluded,  "  that  he  will  iroe  me  from 


my  engagement,  and  dispose  of  mc  as  ynu  pleaa,  I 
care  not  now.  When  the  diamonds  are  gone^  wM 
signifies  the  casket  7" 

The  tono  of  obstinacy  with  which  this  was  sai( 
her  eyes  flashing  with  unnatural  light,  and  her  haodi 
finnlv  clenchtxl.  precluded  the  possibility  of  dispotei 
and  tne  utmost  lengtli  which  Lady  Ashton's  an  oooU 
attain,  onlv  got  her  the  privilege  of  dictating  dii 
letter,  by  wnicn  her  daughter  required  to  know  of  R» 
veiiswood  whether  he  intended  to  abide  by,  or  to  nu* 
render,  what  she  termed,  *'  their  imfortunate  ingue* 
ment.'*  Of  this  advantage  Lady  Ashton  so  faranaio. 
ingeniously  availed  herself^  that,  according  to  ihi 
wording  ol  the  letter,  the  reader  would  have  supposed 
Lucy  was  caUing  upon  her  lover  to  renounce  a  con- 
tract which  was  contrary  to  the  inu-rests  and  indina- 
tions  of  both.  IS'ot  trusting  even  to  this  point  ol 
deception.  Lady  Ashton  finally  determined  to  sop* 
press  the  letter  altogether,  in  hopes  that  Lucy's  impa- 
tience would,  induce  her  to  condenm  Ravenswood 
unheard  and  in  absence.  In  this  she  was  disappointed. 
The  time,  indeed,  had  long  elapsed,  when  an  answw 
should  have  been  received  frfmi  the  Continent.  The 
faint  ray  of  hope  which  still  glimmered  in  Lacft 
mind  was  wellmgh  extinguishea.  But  the  idea  never 
forsook  her,  that  her  letter  might  not  have  beendulj 
forwarded.  One  of  her  mother^s  new  machinatioiii 
unexpectedly  furnishc'd  her  with  the  means  of  afloeP> 
taining  what  she  most  desired  to  know. 

The  female  agent  of  hell  having  been  dismisced 
froin  the  castle,  Ladv  Ashton,  who  wrouglit  by  all 
variety  of  means,  resolved  to  employ,  for  wurkinctht 
same  end  on  Lucv's  mind,  an  agent  of  a  very  difi^ 
enl  character.  This  was  no  other  than  the  Keverrnd 
Mr.  Bide-thc-bent,  a  Pre.»<byterian  cleTg\man,  foi^ 
merly  mentioned,  of  the  very  strictest  order,  and  the 
most  rigid  orthodoxy,  whose  aid  hhe  C4illf.<l  in,  upoa 
the  principle  of  the  tyrant  in  the  tragedy  .— 

"I'll  ha%-e  a  priest  »)iall  preach  hrr  from  her  fkith, 
And  ninkc  it  ^in  not  to  n.'Duunce  that  tow. 
Which  I'd  have  broken." 

But  Lady  Ashton  was  mistaken  in  the  agent  she  had 
sek*cted.  His  prejudices,  indei'd,  were  easily  enlisted 
on  her  side,  and  it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  maka 
him  regard  with  horror  the  prospect  of  a  union  U  twizt 
the  daughter  of  a  God-fearing,  professing,  and  Pres- 
byterian family  of  distinction,  with  the  heir  of  a  blood- 
thirsty prelatist  and  persecutor,  the  hands  of  whose 
fathers  had  been  dyiil  to  the  wrists  injhe  blood  of 
God's  saints.  This  n.-8^'mbled,  in  the  divine's  opinioq. 
the  union  of  a  Moabitish  stranger  with  a  daugnterof 
Zion.  But  with  all  the  more  se>-ere  prejudices  and 
principles  of  his  sect,  Bide-the-bent  possessed  a  sound 
judgment,  and  had  learnt  sympathy  even  in  thai 
very  school  of  persecution,  where  the  heart  is  so  fre- 
qucndy  hardened,  hi  a  private  interview  with  Mise 
Ashton,  he  was  deeply  moved  by  her  distress,  and 
could  not  but  admit  the  justice  of  her  request  to  be 
permitted  a  direct  communication  with  Ravenswoodt 
uiK)n  the  subject  of  their  solemn  contract.  Whenafai 
urged  to  him  the  gn^at  uncertainty  under  which  ifae 
laboured,  whether  her  letter  had  been  ever  forwarded 
the  old  man  paced  the  room  with  long  steps,  Fho« 
his  gray  head,  rested  repeatedly  for  a  space  on  liil 
ivor>'-headed  staff,  and,  after  much  hesitation,  cojh 
fessed  that  he  thought  her  doubts  so  reasonable,  likit 
he  would  himself  aid  in  the  removal  of  them. 

"I  cannot  but  opine.  Miss  Lucy,"  he  said,  "ihll 
your  worshipful  lady  mother  hath  m  this  matter  w 
eagerness,  whilk,  although  it  ariscth  doubtless  from 
love  to  your  btst  inten-sts  here  and  he  reafter,— for  the 
man  is  of  pers<cuting  blor^d,  and  himself  a  persi^utor, 
a  cavalier  or  malignant,  and  a  scotfer,  who  hath  ue 
inheritance  in  Jesse, — nevertheless,  we  are  com- 
manded to  do  justice  unto  all,  and  to  fulfil  our  bond 
and  covenant,  as  well  to  the  stranger,  as  to  him  who 
is  in  brotherhood  with  ue.  Wherefore  mysdf,  even  1 
mysr;lf,  will  be  aiding  unto  the  deliver)'  of  your  leitei 
to  the  man  Edgar  Ravenswood,  trusting  thai  the 
issue  thereof  may  be  your  deliverance  from  the  neie 
in  which  he  hath  sinfully  engaged  you.  And  thai  I 
may  do  in  this  neither  more  nor  less  than  hath  bcfD 
warranted  by  your  honourable  parents,  I  prav  yoa  to 
;  ViunacrihC)  without  incrouicnt  or  aubtractiun,  tke  lam 


lAuLP.XXXIl) 


THB  Wa»E  PF  LAliBISBMOOR. 


fonnflriy  ezpeded  tmder  the  dictation  of  ytrar  ngbt 
honoarable  mother^  and  I  shall  put  it  into  such  sure 
coune  of  being  delivered,  that  if,  honoured  young 
madam,  vou  shall  receive  no  answer,  it  will  be  neces^ 
sary  that  you  conclude  that  the  man  meaneth  in 
sil^ce  to  abandon  that  naug;hty  contract,  which  per- 
advcnture,  he  may  beunwilhng  directly  to  restore." 

Lucy  eagerly  embraced  the  expedient  of  the  worthy 
divine.  A  new  letter  was  written  in  the  precise  terms 
of  the  former,  and  consigned  by  Mr.  Bide-the-bent  to 
the  charge  of  Saunders  Moonshine,  a  zealous  elder  of 
the  church  when  on  shore,  and,  when  on  board  his 
brig,  as  bold  a  smuggler  as  ever  ran  out  a  sliding 
bowsprit  f  the  winds  that  blow  betwixt  Carapvere 
and  the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  At  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  pastor,  Saunders  readily  undertook  that 
the  letter  should  be  securely  conveved  to  the  Muter 
of  Ravens  wood  at  the  court  where  ne  now  resided. 

This  retro^iect  became  necessary  to  explain  the  con- 
fierence  betwixt  Miss  Ashton.  her  mother^  and  Buck- 
law,  which  we  have  detailed  in  a  precediiuc  chapter. 
Lucy  was  now  like  the  sailor,  who,  while  drifting 
through  a  tempestuous  ocean,  clings  for  safety  to  a 
single  plank,  his  powers  of  grasping  it  becoming 
every  moment  more  £9ebie,  and  the  deep  darkness  of 
iheni^t  only  checkered  by  the  flashes  of  lightnhig, 
hissinj?  as  they  show  the  white  tops  of  the  biJlowS)  m 
which  lie  is  soon  to  be  engulfed. 

Week  crc»t  away  after  week,  and  day  after  day. 
Sl  JudeU  day  arrived^  the  last  and  protracted  term 
to  which  Lucy  had  limited  herself  and  there  was 
neither  leuer  nor  news  of  Ravenswood. 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 

How  lUr  thew  names,  how  maeh  unlike  they  look 
To  all  the  bhur'd  nibicriptioas  in  mj  book  1 
The  bridegroom'!  letters  stand  in  row  above, 
Taperioc.  ft,  straight,  like  pine-trees  in  his  grove; 
While  Tree  and  fine  the  bride's  appear  below, 
As  light  and  slender  as  her  jesaamines  grow. 


St.  JvDi's  day  came,  the  term  assigned  by  Lucy 
aersMf  as  the  farthest  date  of  expectation,  and,  as  we 
have  ahead/  said,  there  were  neither  letters  from, 
nor  news  ofi  Ravenswood.  But  there  were,  news  of 
Buckiaw,  and  of  his  trusty  associate  Craigengelt, 
who  arrived  early  in.  the  morning  for  the  completion 
of  the  proposed  espousals,  and  for  signiiig  the  noces- 
Sarv  de^ds. 

These  had  been  carefully  prepared  under  the  revisal 
of  Sir  William  Ashton  himself;  it  having  been  re- 
solved, on  accoimt  of  the  state  of  Miss'Ashtqn's 
health,  as  it  was  said,  that  none  save  the  parties  im- 
mediately interested  should  be  present  when  the 
parchments  were  subscribed.  It  was  further  deter- 
mined, that  the  marriage  should  be  solemnized  upon 
the  fourth  day  after  signing  the  articles,  a  measure 
adopted  by  Lady  Ashton,  m  order  that  Lucy  might 
nave  as  little  time  as  posmole  to  recede,  or  relapse  into 
uitractability.  There  was  no  appearance,  however, 
of  her  doing  either.  She  heard  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment with  the  calm  indifference  of  despair,  or  rather 
with  an  apathy  arising  from  the  oppressed  and  stupi- 
n«d  state  of  her  feelings.  To  an  eye  so  unobserving 
M  that  of  Buckiaw,  her  demeanour  had  little  more  or 
tvmctance  than  might  suit  the  character  of  a  bashful 
pjmg  lady,  who,  however,  he  could  not  disguise  from 
himself,  was  complying  with  the  choice  of  her  friends, 
mther  than  exerciang  any  personal  predilection  in  his 
ftvour. 

When  the  morning  compliments  of  the  bridegroom 
«M  been  paid.  Miss  Ashton  was  left  for  some  time 
to  herself;  her  mother  remarking,  that  the  deeds  must 
o«  ngned  before  the  hour  of  noon,  in  order  that  the 
mamage  might  be  happy. 

Lucy  suffered  herBeif  to  be  attired  for  the  occasion 
ts  the  taste  of  her  attendants  suggested,  and  was  of 
^yttje.  splendidly  arrayed.  Her  dress  was  composed 
^^.Mtin  and  Brussels  lace,  and  her  hau*  ar- 
'J'^S'Bd  with  a  proAision  of  jewels,  whose  lustre  made  a 
■y^W  contrast  to  the  deadly  paleness  of  her  com- 
Jienon,  and  to  the  trouble  which  dwelt  in  her  un- 
•etOedeyo. 


Her  toilet  was  hardly  fimflLed,  era  Heniy  appeared 
to  conduct  the  passive  bride  to  the  state  apartment,' 
where  all  was  prepared  fQ|^  signing  the  contract. 
"Do  you  know,  sister,*'  he  said,  I  am  glad  you  are 
to  have  Buckiaw  after  all,  instead  of  Ravenswood, 
who  looked  Uke  a  Spanish  grandee  come  to  cut  our 
throats,  and  trample  our  bodies  under  foot  And  I 
am  glad  the  broad  seas  are  between  us  this  day,  for  I 
shall  never  foi]get  how  frishtened  I  was  when  I  took 
him  for  the  picture  of  ola  Sir  Malise  walked  out  ot 
the  canvass.  \  Tell  me  true,  are  you  not  glad  to  be 
failyshotofhiml" 

^^Ask  me  no  Questions,  dear  Henry,"  said  his  un- 
fortunate sister ;  "  there  is  little  more  can  happen  tc 
make  me  either  glad  or  sorry  in  this  world." 

"And  that's  what  all  yoimg  brides  say,'*  said 
Henry;  "  and  so  do  not  be  cast  down,  Lucy,  tor  youMl 
teU  another  tale  a  twelvemonth  hence— and  I  am  to 
be  bride' s-man,  and  ride  before  you  to  the  kirk,  and 
all  our  kith.  kiiL  and  allies,  and  all  Bucklaw's  are  to 
be  mounted  and  in  order^-and  I  am  to  have  a  scarlet 
laced  coat,  and  a,  feathered  hat,  and  a  sword-belt 
double  bordered  with  gold,  and  point  (Pespagne^  and 
a  dagiter  instead  of  a  sword;  and  I  should  like  a 
swora  much  better,  but  mv  father,  won't  hear  of  it. 
All  my  Uiings,  and  a'hundred  besides,  are  to  come 
out  from  Edinburgh  to-night  with  old  Gilbert,  and 
the  sumpter  mules— and  I  will  brine  them,  and«how 
them  to  you  the  instant  they  come. 

The  boy-  i  sjsi  ■  h  tn  r.  iiiicrrupteci  by  tha 
amval  of  Lviily  .-\f^JUi>rij  eisjimwJiut  aianisad  &t  h*^T 
daughter's  ^^tav.  ^Vith  one  %>£  b«r  .^WLvtcst  sniileB, 
she  took  Litiy'a  urm  uodt-r  her  own,  and  led  hiir  to 
the  apartmi  M[  where  tier  prp^encp  wa&  a^ptacmd. 

There  w( to  only  preiir^nt,  Sir  WillLarri  Ashton*  and 
Colonel  Dtiu^Has  Asbton,  IbB  lust  in  full  n^ni^qtal^ 
— Buckiaw.  u\  liridegTOoni  trim — Gmi^i^n^elr,  freshly 
equip t  from  lop  to  tue  by  the  bounty  of li)»  poirun, 
and  bedizfni>d  widi  us  mucli  Iqcq  as  might  have 
become  th-;  ilrce*  of  the  Copper  Captnin,  toijothef 
with  the  Hi  V.  Mr.  Biijf-ihc-bent;  the  prusence  of  a 
minister  h  in<;,  in  strict  Prtsbyterian  fEitEiiliest  sji 
indispensal'lc  rec^uifeitu  upon  sU  occasions  of  uiiu£UiiL 
solemnity. 

Wines  and  refreshments  were  placed  on  a  table, 
on  which  the  writings  were  displayed,  ready  for  sig«- 
nature. 

But  before  proceeding  either  to  business  or  refresh- 
ment, Mr.  Bide-the-bent,  at  a  signal,  from  Sir  William 
Ashton,  invited  the  company  to  join  him  in  a  short 
extemporary  prayer,  in  which  he  implored  a  blessing 
upon  the  contract  now  to  be  solemnized  between  the 
honourable  parties  then  present.  With  the  simplicity 
of  his  times  and  professio!!,  which  permitted  strong 
personal  allusions,  he  petitioned,  that  the  wound^ 
mind  of  one  of  these  noble  parties  might  be  healed, 
in  reward  of  her  compliance  with  the  advice  of  her 
right  honourable  parents ;  and  that  as  she  had  proved 
herself  a  child  after  God's  commandment,  by  honour- 
ing her  father  and  mother,  she  and  hers  might  enjoy 
the  promised  blessing— length  of  days  in  the  Iflind 
here,  and  a  happy  portion  hereafter  in  a  better  coun- 
try. He  prayed  farther,  that  the  bridegroom  might 
be  weaned  vom  those  follies  which  seduce  youth 
from  the  path  of  knowledge;  that  he  might  cease  to 
take  delight  in  vain  and  unprofitable  company,  scof- 
fers, rioters^  and  those  who  sit  late  at  the  wine,  (heiS' 
Buckiaw  winked  to  Craigengelt,)  and  crease  from  the 
society  that  causeth  to  err.  A  suitable  supplication 
in  behalf  of  Sir  William  and  Lady  Ashton,  and  their 
family,  concluded  this  religious  address,  which  thua 
embraced  every  individual  present,  excepting  Craig- 
engelt, whom  the  worthy  divine  probably  considerod 
as  past  all  hopes  of  grace. 

The  business  of  the  day  now  went  forward :  Sir 
William  Aahtqn  signed  the  contract  with  legal  soiem- 
nitv  and  precision ;  nis  son,  with  military  non-ckalance; 
ana  Buckiaw  having  subscnbed  as  rapidly  as  Craig- 
engelt could  manage  to  turn  the  leaves,  condud^ 
by  wiping  his  pen  on  that  worthy's  new  laoed  cravat. 

It  was  now  Miss  Ashion's  turn  to  sign  the  writings, 
and  she  was  guided  by  her  watchful  mother  to  the 
table  for  that  purpose.  At  her  first  attempt,  she 
bctf^an  to  write  with  a  dry  pen.  aad  when  the  circuiii'' 
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fltttioe  was  pointed  out,  seemed  ttnoble,  after  iev^ 
attempts,  tn  dip  it  in  the  massive  silver  inkstandishf 
which  stooJ  full  befor»her.  Lady  Ash  ton's  vigilance 
hastened  to  supply  the  deficiencjr.  I  have  myself 
seen  the  fatal  deed,  and  in  the  distinct  characters  in 
which  the  name  of  Lucy  Ashton  is  traced  on  each 
pa«^  there  is  only  a  very  slight  tremalous  irregularity, 
moicative  of  her  state  of  mind  at  the  time  of  the  sub- 
scription. But  the  last  signature  is  incomplete,  de- 
faced and  blotted ;  for,  whue  her  hand  was  employed 
in  tracing  it,  the  hasty  tramp  of  a  horse  was  heard  at 
the  gate,  succeedwi  by  a  step  in  the  out^r  gallery,  and 
a  voice,  which,  in  a  commanding. tone,  oore  down 
the  opposition  of  the  menials.  The  pen  dropped  ftom 
Lucy  a  Angers,  as  she  exclaimed  with  a  famt  shriek 
**  He  is  come— he  is  camef 


CHAPTER  XXXIIL 

Tliifl  by  l)iff  tongue  ihould  \m  a  MontafOt  I 
Fetch  me  my  rapier,  boy : 
Now,  by  the  faith  and  honour  of  my  kin. 
To  ftrike  him  dead  1  hold  It  not  a  sin. 

RemeottndJvm, 

Hardly  had  Miss  Ashton  dropped  the  pen,  when 
the  door  of  the  apartment  flew  open,  and  the  Master 
of  Ravens  wood  entered  the  apartment 

Lockhard  and  another  domestic,  who  ha4  in  vain 
attempted  to  oppose  his  passage  through  the  gallery 
or  antichamber,  were  seen  standing  on  the  threshold 
transfixed  with  surprise,  which  was  instantly  com- 
municated to  the  whole  party  in  the  state-room. 
That  of  Colonel  Douglas  Ashton  was  mingled  with 
resentment :  that  "of  Bucklaw,  with  haughty  and 
affected  indifference;  the  rest,  even  Lady  Aishton 
herself,  showed  signs  of  fear,  and  Lucy  seemed 
Btifiened  to  stone  by  this  unexpected  apparition. 
Apparition  it  might  well  be  termed,  for  Ravenswood 
had  more  the  appearance  of  one  returned  from  the 
dead,  than  of  a  living  visiter. 

He  planted  himself  full  in  the  middle  of  the  apart-, 
ment,  opposite  to  the  table  at  which  Lucy  was 
seated,  on  whom,  as  if  she  had  been  alone  in  the 
chamber,  he  bent  his  eyes  with  a  mingled  expression 
of  deep  grief  and  deliberate  indignation.  His  dark- 
coloured  riding  cloak,  displaceafrom  one  shoulder, 
hung  around  one  side  of  his  person  in  the  ample  folds 
of  the  Spanish  mantle.  The  rest  of  his  rich  dress  wa« 
travel-soii'd,  and  deranged  by  hard  riding.  He  had 
%  sword  by  his  side,  and  pistols  in  his  belt.  His 
•douched  'hat,  which  he  had  not  removed  at  entrance, 
^ve  an  additional  gloom  to  his  dark  features,  which, 
wasted  by  sorrow,  and  marked  by  the  ghastly  Ibok 
^mmunicated  by  long  illness,  add^  to  a  countenance 
naturally  somewnat  stem  and  wild,  a  fierce  and  even 
sava^  expression.  The  matted  and  dishevelled  locks 
of  hair  which  escaped  from  under  his  hat,  together 
with  his  fixed  and  unmoved  posture,  made  his  head 
more  resemble  that  of  a  marble  bust  than  that  of  a 
living  man.  He  said  not  a  single  word,  and  there 
was  a  deep  silence  in  the  company  for  more  than  t\yo 
minutes. 

It  was  broken  by  Lady  Ashton,  who  in  that  space 
partly  recovered  her  natural  audacity.  She  demanded 
to  know  the  cause  of  this  unauthorized  intrusion. 

•*  That  is  a  question,  madam,"  said  her  son,  "which 
I  have  the  best  right  to  ask— and  I  must  reauest  of 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  to  follow  me,  where  he 
can  answer  it  at  leisure." 

Bucklaw  interposed,  saying,  "  No  man  on  earth 
should  usurp  his  previous  nrfit  in  demanding  an 
explanation  from  the  Master.-Craigengelt,"  he  added, 
in  an  wider  tone,  "  d— n  ye,  why  do  ye  stand  staring 
as  if  you  saw  a  ghost  7  fetch  me  my  sword  from  the 
gallery." 

"I  will  relinquish  to  none,"  said  Colonel  Ashton, 
**  my  right  of  calling  to  account  the  man  who  has 
•nered  this  unparalleled  affront  to  my  family." 

*•  Be  patient,  gentlemen,"  said  Ravenswood,  tutn- 
fi^  sternly  towards  them,  and  waving  his  hand  as 
if  to  impose  silence  on  their  altercation.  "  If  you 
are  as  weary  of  yoiir  lives  as  I  am,  I  will  find  time 
and  place  to  pledge  mine  against  one  or  both ;  at 
aMMDC,  I  have  no  letare  for  ae  disputea  of  triflen.' 


**  Triflers  f  echoed  Coldnel  Ashton^  half  imsheatt 
ing  his  sword,  while  Bucklaw  laid  his  hand  on  the 
hilt  of  that  which  Craigengelt  had  just  rea^dicd 
him. 

Sir  William  Ashton,  alarmed  for  hia  own  Bom'a 
safety,  rushed  between  the  ydung  men  and  BLaveos- 
wood,  exclaiming,  "  My  son,  I  command  you — Budt- 
law,  I  entreat  you— keep  the  ptece,  in  tne  name  d 
the  Qu^n  and <^ the  law!" 

**  In  the  name  of  the  law  ^f  God,"  said  "Bid^tije- 
bent  adfandng  also  with  uplifred  hands  betivren 
Bucklaw,  the  Colonel,  and  the  object  of  their  reaeni- 
ment— " In  the  nameof  Him  who  brought  peace  an 
earth,  and  good-will  to  mankind,  I  ir^lore — I  be- 
seech—I  command  you  to  forbear  violenc*  *->irard» 
each  other!  God  hateth  the  blood-thirsty  d««.a  -he 
who  striketh  with  the  sword*  shall  ^Arish  with  the 
sword." 

"  Do  you  take  me  for  a  6og^  sir*  md  Colonel 
Ashton,  turning  fiercely  upon  him,  "or  something 
more  brutally  stupid,  to  endure  this  insult  in  my 
father'fi  house 7— Let  me  go,  Bucklqw !  He  rfiall 
account  to  me,  or,  by  Heaven,  I  will  stab  him  where 
he  stands !" 

"  You  shall  not  touch  him  here,"  said  Bucklaw : 
"  he  once  gave  me  my  life,  and  were  he  the  devil 
come  to  fly  away  with  the  whole  house  and  genera- 
tion, he  shall  have  nothing  but  fair  play." 

The  passions  of  the  two  young  men  thus  eoimter- 
acting  each  other,  gave  Ravenswood  leisure  to  ex- 
claim, in  a  stem  and  steady  voice,  "Silence!— let 
him  who  really  seeks  danger,  take  the  fitting  time 
when  it  is  to  be  found;  my  mission  here  will  be 
shortly  accomplished.— is  that  your  handwriting, 
madam  7"  he  added  in  a  softer  tone,  extending  to-> 
wards  Miss  Ashton  her  last  letter. 

A  faltering  "  Yea,"  seemed  rather  to  escape  from 
her  lips,  than  to  be  uttered  as  a  voluntary  answer. 

"  And  is  this  also  your  handwriting?"  extending 
towards  her  the  mutual  engagement 

Lucy  remained  silent  Terror,  and  a  yet  stronger  and 
more  confused  feeling,  so  utterly  disturbed  her  under- 
standing^ that  she  probably  scarcely  comprehendcki 
the  question  that  was  put  to  her. 

"If  you  design,"  said  Sir  William  Ashton,  "  lo 
found  any  le^al  claim  on  that  paper,  sir^  do  not 
expect  to  receive  any  answer  to  an  extrajudicial  ques- 
tion." 

"  Sir  William  Ashton,"  said  Ravenswood  "I  pray 
you,  and  all  who  hear  me,  that  you  will  not  mistake 
my  purpose.  If  this  young  lady,  of  her  own  free  will, 
desires  the  restoration  of  this  contract,  as  her  letter 
would  seem  to  imply— there  is  not  a  withered  leaf 
which  this  autumn  wind  strews  on  the  heath,  that  is 
more  valueless  in  my  eyes.  But  I  must  and  v/ill  hear 
the  truth  from  her  own  mouth— without  thio  satisfac- 
tion I  will  not  leave  this  ^ot  Murder  me  by  num- 
bers you  possibly  may ;  but  I  am  an  armed  man— I 
am  a  desperate  man— and  I  will  not  die  without 
ample  vengeance.  This  is  my  resolution,  take  it  as 
you  may.  I  will  hear  her  determination  from  her  own 
mouth;  iiom  her  own  mouth,  alone,  and  without 
witnesses,  will  I  hear  it.  Kow.  choose,"  he  said, 
drawing.his  sword  with  the  right  hand,  and,  with  the 
left  by  the  same  motion  taking  a  |)iBtol  from  his  belt 
and  cocking  it,  but  turning  the  point  of  one  weapon 
and  the  muzzle  of  the  other. to  the  ground,— "  Choose 
if  you  will  have  this  hall  floated  with  blood,  or  if  you 
wul  grant  me  the  decisive  interview  with  my  affianced 
brid&  which  the  laws  of  God  and  the  country  alike 
entitle  me  to  demand." 

All  recoiled  at  the  sound  of  his  voice,  and  the  de- 
termined action  by  which  it  was  accompanied;  for 
the  ecstasy  of  real  desperation  seldom  fails  to  over- 
power the  less  energetic  passions  by  which  h  may  ba 
om>osed.  The  clergyman  was  the  first  to  Bpeak,  ^'In 
the  name  of  God,''  he  said,  "receive  an  of enure  of 
peace  from  the  meanest  of  his  servants.  What  \hr9 
honourable  person  demands,  albei.t  it  is  urged  with 
over  violence,  hath  yet  in  it  something  of  reason.  Let 
him  hear  from  Miss  Lucy's  own  hps  that  she  bath 
dutifully  acceded  to  the  will  of  her  oarents, ,  end  la- 

Eenteth  her  of  her  covenant  with  nim ;  and  wh^ 
e  is  assurod  of  this,'  he  will  depart  m  peace  unto  hii 
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vwn  dwcUingi  and  oombcc  vm  na  nore.  AImJ  the 
woiiuasi  of  the  ancient,  Adam  are  strong  even  in  the 
rp^enorata— ^irdy  mre  tnoiild  have  long-eufiering  with 
Lidse  who,  being  yet  in  the  Rail  of  bitteraess  andbond 
0^  ioiqaity,  are  8W«pt  forward  by  the  uncontrollable 
amnt  ot  worldly  panion.  Let,  then,  the  Manter  of 
RaTdnswood  have  the  inteiyiew  on  which  he  insist- 
pth;  It  can  but  be  aa  a  passing  pang  to  this  honoura- 
ble maiden,  since  her  faith  is  now  irrevocably  pledged 
T)  tha  choice  of  her  parents.  Let  it,  I  say*  be  thus :  it 
r>4oogeth  to  nw  iunisUons  to  entreat  your  honour's 
compIiaBce  witn  this  healing  overture. 

''rCererl"  aaewered  Lady  Ashton*  whose  rage  had 
ow  overcome  hear  first  surprise  and  terror—  never 
ibal)  this  man  speak  in  pnvate  with  my  daughter, 
'^iffiaoced  bride  of  another!  Pass  from,  this  room 
ttio  will,  I  remain  here.  I  fear  neither  his  violence 
r.or  his  weapona,  though  some,"  she  said,  glancing 
1  bok  towards  ColonelAshton,  "  who  bear  my  name, 
appear  more  moved  by  them." 

"^Por  Good's  sake,  madam."  answered  the  worthy 
dtvinei,  '*  add  not  fuel  to  firebrands.  The  Master  of 
Raveuswood  cannot,  I  am  sure,  object  to  your  pie- 
i^iwe,  the  young  lady's  stateof  health  being  considered 
ard  Toor  maternal  duty.  I  myself  will  also  tarry; 
(<ndventure  my  gray  hairs  may  turn  away  wrath." 

**You  are  welcoras  to  do  so,  sir,"  said  &aven»- 
▼ood ;  "  and  Lady  Ashton  is  also  welcome  to  remain, 
a  she  shall  think  Proper :  but  let  aU  others  depart." 

"Ravenswood^"  said  Colonel  Ashton,  crossmg  him 
u  he  went  out,  *^you  shall  account  for  this  ere  long." 
When  you  please."  replied  Raveaswood. 

"But  I,"  saad  Bucklaw^  with  a  half  smile,  have  a 
fnor  demand  on  your  leisure,  a  claim  of  some  stand- 
mi?.'' 

"  Arrati^e  it  aa  jou  will,"  said  Ravenswood  j  "  leave 
me  but  tms  day  in  peac%  and  I  will  have  no  dearer 
^^tnpioyment  on  earth,  to-morrow,  than  to  give  you 
ul  the  satisfactioD  yon  can  desire." 

The  other  gentlemen  left  the  apartment;  but  Sir 
»Villiam  Ashton  lingered. 

"  Master  of  Ravenswood«"  he  said,  in  a  conciliating 
^  **  Ithink  I  have  not  deserved  that  you  should 
cwke  this  scandal  and  outrage  in  my  family. ,  If  you 
^  iheathe  yoor  sword,  and  retire  with  me  into  my 
tony,  I  will  piyve  to  you,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
^menta,  the  inntility  of  your  present  irregular  pro- 

/"To-morrow,  sip— to-monow— to-morrow.  I  will 
"«r  you  at  length,"  reiterated  Ravenswood,  inter- 
nipting  him ;  "  tnisday  hath  its  own  sacred  and  indis- 
pensable business." 

He  pointed  to  the  door,  and  Sir  William  left  the 
■Ptriment 

Ravenswood  sheathed  his  sword,  uncocked  and  le- 
^Sm^  his  pistol  to  his  belt,  walked  deliberately  to  the 
*»rof  thrtB  apartment,  which  he  bcmed— returned, 
^v^  his  hat  from  his  forehead,  and,  gazing  upon 
i-wy  with,  eyes  in  which  an  expression  of  sorrow 
J'jcame  their  late  fierceness,  spread  his  dishevelled 
locks  back  from  his  fiM»,  ana  .said,  "Do  you  know 
me,  Miss  Anhton  7—1  am  still  Kdaar  Ravenswood." 
'^ne  was  silent,  and  he  went  on  with  increasing  vehe- 
J^ce— "I  am  still  that  Edgar  Ravenswood,  who, 
••  ^^J^^'^on,  renounced  the  dear  ties  by  which 
'tL!?n  honour  bound  him  to  seek  voigeance.  I  am 
^^^kvenswood,  who.  for  your  sake,  foigave,  nay, 
^^>^  hands  in  friendship  with  the  oppressor  and 
^terof  his  house— the  traducer  and  murderer  of 

"My  daughter,"  answered  Lady  Ashton,"  inter- 
•JP^  hun,  "has  no  occasion  to  dispute  the  identity 
» 12?  P^^^n ;  the  venom  of  your  present  language 
"j^iaeient  to  remind  her,  that  she  speaks  with  the 
™*l  enemy  of  her  iather." 

1  pray  you  to  be  patient,  madam,"  answered  Ra- 
rJJ'5?^ ;  "  my  answer  most  come  from  her  own 
■JJ-M)nce  more,  Miss  Lucy  Ashton,  I  am  that  Ra- 
!rP*^ood  to  whom  you  g^ranted  the  solemn  engage- 
vuit,  whid)  you  now  deave  to  retract  and  canceli ' 
^<ya  bloodlese  lips  could  only  falter  out  the 
^TO    It  was  my  mother." 

Jsne  speaks  tnihr,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  "  it  vos  I» 
"«N  tathohjMd  a&e  by  tiie  laws  of .  Qod  and  man, 


advued  her,  and  ooncured  whh  her,  to  set  aads  aa 
unhappy  and  precipitate  engagement,  and  to  annul  » 
by  the  authority  oi  Scripmre  itsel£" 

"  Scripture  l'*^  said  Ravenswood,  scornfully. 

** Let  him  hear  the  text,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  appeal- 
ing to  the  divine,  *'  on  which  you  yourself^  with  cau- 
tious reluctance,  declared  the  nullity  of  the  pretenoed 
engagement  insisted  imon^by  this  violent  man." 

The  olergjrman  took  his  clasped  Bible  from  his 
pocket,  ancTread  the  following  words :  ''J/a  woman 
vow  a  wno  utUo tfu  Lordy  and  hindfuraeffby  a  bond, 
being  in  Ker/oHur^B  house  in  her  youth ;  and  her  fa- 
ther near  her  vow,  and  her  bond  wherewith  she  hath 
boundhersotdt  and  her  father  shall  hold  his  peace  at 
her:  then  all  her  vows  shall  stand,  and  every  vow 
wherewith  she  hath  bound  her  soul  shall  stand. 

"And  was  it  not  even  so  with  us  T'  interrupted  Ra- 
venswood. 

"Control  thy  impatience,  young  man,"  answered 
the  divine,  "and  hear  what  follows  in  the  sacred 
teift: — *But  if  her  father  disallow  her  in  the  day 
that  he  heareth  ;  not  any  of  her  vows*  or  of  her  bonds 
wherewith  she  hath  bowiaher  sotU,  shall  aland  ;  and 
the  Lord  shall  forgive  Aer,  because  her  father  disal- 
lotoed  her  J  " 

"  And  was  not,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  fiercely  and 
triumphantly  breaking  in,— "was  not  ours  the  case 
stated  in  the  holy  wnt  i— Will  this  person  deny,  that 
the  instant  her  parents  heard  of  the  vow,  or  bond,  bv 
which  oui:  daughter  had  bound  her  soul,  we  disal- 
lowed the  same  in  the  most  express  terms,  and  in-  ' 
formed  him  by  writing  of  our  determination  7" 

"  And  is  this  all  r  said  Ravenswood,  looking  at 
Lucy— "Are  you  willing  to  barter  sworn  faith,  the 
exercise  of  free  will,  and  the  feelings  of  mutual  snec 
tipn,  to  this  wretched  hypocritical  sophistry  7" 
'  "  Hear  him !"  said  Lady  Ashton.  looking  to  the 
clergyman—"  hear  the  blasphemer  r 

"May  Ood  forgive  him,"  said  Bide-the-bent,  "and 
enlishten  his  ignorance ! 

"Hear  what  I  have  sacnfioed  for  you,"  said  Ra- 
venswood, still  addressing  Lucy,  "  ere  you  sanction 
what  has  been  done  in  your  name.  The  honour  of 
an  ancient  family,  the  urgent  advice  of  my  best 
friends,  have  been  in  vam  used  to  sway  my  resolu- 
tion ;  neither  the  arguments  of  reason,  nor  the  por- 
tents of  superstition,  have  shaken  my  fidelity.  The 
very  dead  have  arisen  to  warn  oie,  and  their  warning 
has  been  despised.  Are  you  prepared  to  pierce  my 
heart  for  its  fidelity^  Mrith  the  very  weapon  which  my 
rash  confidence  intrusted  to  your  grasp  7" 

"Master  of  Ravenswood,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  "you 
have  asked  what  questions  you  thought  fit.  You 
see  the  total  incapacity  of  my  daughter  to  answer 
you.  But  I  will  reply  for  her,  and  in  a  manner  which 
you  cannot  dispute.  You  desire  to  know  whether 
Lucy  Ashton,  of  her  own  free  will,  desires  to  annul 
(he  engagement  into  which  she  has  been  trepanned. 
You  have  her  letter  under  het  own  hand,  demanding 
the  surrender  of  it ;  and,  in  yet  mow  full  evidence  of 
her  purpose,  here  is  the  contract  which  she  hes  this 
morning  subscribed,  in  presence  of  this  reverend 
gentleman,  with  Mr.  Hayston  of  Bbcklaw." 

Ravenswood  gaaed  upon  the  deed  as  if  petrified. 
"And  it  was  without  fraud  or  compulsion,"  said  he, 
looking  towards  the  clergyman,  "that  Miss  Ashton 
subscribed  this  parchment  7" 

"  I  vouch  it  upon  my  sacred  character." 

"  This  is  indeed,  madam,  an  undeniable  piece  of 
evidences"  said  Ravenswood,  sternly;  "and  it  will 
be  equally  unnaoessary  .and  dishonourable  to  waste 
another  word  in  useless  remonstrance  or  reproach. 
There,  madam,"  he  said,  laying  down  before  Lucy 
the  signed  paper  and  the  Vroken  piece  of  gold— 
"  there  are.  the  evidences  of  your  first  engagement; 
may  you  be  more  faithful  to  that  which  you  have  jusi 
formed.  I  will  trouble  you  to  return  the  correspond « 
ing  tokens  of  my  ill-placed  donfidenoe— I  ought  ra- 
ther to  say,  of  my  egregious  folly." 

Lucy  returned  the  scomfhl  glance  of  her  lover  with 
a  gaze,  from  which  perception  seemed  to  have  been 
banished;  )BSt*she  Seanksd  partly  to  have  understood 
his  meaning^  for  she  raised  her  hands  as  if  to  undo  n 
bhie  fihkaa  whioh-ibe  worn  9XQ\md.  ha  neck.    Sh^ 
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wM  ofiablft  to  accomplish  h«r  tmrpose,  but  Ladf 
Afthton  cut  the  ribbon  asunder,  and  detached  the 
broken  piece  of  g;old  which  Miss  Asbton  had  till  then 
worn  concealed  ift  her  bosom ;  the  written  counter- 
nart  of  the  lovers'  engagement  shefor  some  time 
b*d  had  in  her  own  possession.  With  a  haughty 
courtesy,  she  delivered  both  to  Ravenswood.  who  was 
much  softened  when  he  took  the  niece  of  gold. 

"  And  she  could  wear  it  thus,"  he  sakh-speaking 
to  himself— '*  could  wear  it  in  her  very  bosom— could 
wear  it  next  to  her  heart— even  when— Birt  complunt 
avails  nor."  he  said,  dashing  trom  his  eye  the  tear 
which  had  gathered  in  it,  and  resuming  the  stem 
composure  or  his  manner.  He  strode  to  the  chim- 
ney, and  threw  into  the  fire  the  paper  and  piece  of 
C),  stamping  upon  the  coals  with  the  heel  of  his 
t,  as  if  to  msure  their  destruction.  "  I  will  be  no 
longer,"  he  then  said,"  an  intruder  here— Your  evil 
w^she^  and  vour  worse  offices.  Lady  Ashton,  I  will 
only  return,  by  hoping  these  will  be  your  last  machi- 
nations against  your  daughter's  honour  and  happi- 
ness.—And  to  yon^  madam,"  he  said,  addressing 
Lucy,  **  I  have  noihmg  farther  to  say,  except  tQ  pray 
to  God  that  vou  may  not  become  a  world  s  wonder 
for  this  act  of  wilful  and  deliberate  perjury."— Having 
unered  these  words^  he  turned  on  hu  heel,  and  left 
the  apartment 

Sir  William  Ashton,  by  entreaty  and  authority,  had 
detained  his  son  and  Bucklaw  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
castle^  in  order  to  prevent  their  again  meeting  with 
Ravemwood ;  but  as  the  Master  descended  thejpeat 
staircase.  Lockhard  deliverea  him  a  billet,  signed 
Sholto  Doughis  Ashton,  requesting  to  know  where 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  would  be  heard  of  four  or 
five  days  from  hei^ce,  as  the  writer  had  business  of 
weight  to  settle  with  him,  so  toon  as  an  important 
familv  event  had  taken  place. 

"  Tell  Colonel  Ashton,"  said  Ravenswood,  com- 
posedly, **I  shall  be  found  at  Wolf's  Crag  when  his 
leisure  serves  him." 

As  he  descended  the  outward  stah*  which  led  fh>m 
the  terrace,  he  was  a  second  time  interrupted  by 
Craigengelt,  who,  on  the  part  of  his  principal,  the 
Laira  or  Bucklaw,  expresM  a  hopcL  that  Ravens- 
wood would  not  leave  Scotland  jvithin  ten  days  at 
least,  as  he  had  both  former  and  recent  civilities  for 
vi^ioh  to  express  his  gratitude. 

"Tell  your  master,"  said  Ravenswood,  flercdy.  "to 
choose  his  own  rime.— He  will  find  me  at  Wolfs 
CrsA  if  his  purpose  is  not  forestalled." 

"JMV  master  1"  replied  Craigengelt,  encouraged  by 
seemg  Colonel  Ashton  and  Bucklaw  at  the  bottom  of 
the  terrace ;  "  give  mc  leave  to  say,  I  know  of  no 
such  person  upon  eartlL  nor  will  I  permit  such  km- 
gaas»  to  be  used  to  me!" 

**  Seek  vour  masta-,  then,  in  hell !"  exclaimed  Ra- 
venswood, giving  way  to  the  passk>n  he  had  hitherto 
restrained,  and  throwing  Craigengelt  from  him  with 
such  violence,  that  he  roUed  down  the  steps,  and  lay 
senseless  at  the  foot  of  them.—"  I  am  a  fool,''  he  in- 
stantly added,  "  to  vent  my  passion  upon  a  caitiff  so 
worthless." 

He  then  mounted  his  horse,  which  at  his  arrival  he 
bad  secured  to  alwlustrade  in  fVont  of  the  castle,  rode 
very  slowly  past  Bucklaw  and  Colonel  Ashton,  rais- 
ing his  hat  as  he  passed  each,  and  looking  in  their 
faces  steadily  while  he  ofllered  this  route  salutation, 
which  was  returned  by  both  with  the  same  stem 
gravity.  Ravenswood  walked  on  vrith  equol  delibe- 
ration until  be  reached  the  head  of  the  avenue,  as  if 
to  show  that  he  rather  courted  than  avoided  mterrup- 
tion.  When  he  had  passed  the  upper  gate,  he  turned 
hb  horse,  and  looked  at  the  castle  with  a  fixed  eye  t 
then  set  spurs  to  his  good  steed,  and  deputed  with  the 
speed  of  a  demon  dismissed  by  the  exorctst 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Who  ooiDM  fWrni  th«  bridal  ^m 
ItbAxntl,tbesBfslof  destli.  ^^^^ 

AiTBB  the  dreadful  soene  tbmt  had  taken  place  at 
the  castle,  Lucy  was  transported  to  her  own  chamber, 
when  the  remained  fyi  Mine  time  in  •  iint^of  ab* 


sohite  stupor.  Yet  afterwardi,  in  the  course  of  tM 
ensuing  day,  she  seemed  to  have  recovered,  not  mefsly 
her  spints  and  resohitioni  but  a  sort  of  fttghty-  levity, 
that  was  foreign  to  her  character  and  ritoatioii.  am 
which  was  at  times  chequered  by  fits  of  deep  ailefKi 
and  melancholy  and  of  capricious  peCtishness.  Lady 
Ashton  became  much  alarmed,  and  eonsolted  the 
family  physicians.  But  as  her  pulse  indicated  no 
change,  they  could  only  say  that  the  disease  was  on 
the  spiritS)  and  fecommended  gentle  exercise  and 
amusement  Miss  Ashton  never  allude  to  what  had 
passed  in  the  state-wom.  It  seemed  doubtful  even  if 
she  was  conscious  of  it,  for  she  w^s  often  obsenred  to 
raise  her  bands  to  her  neck,  as  if  in  search  ,of  tho 
ribbon  that  had  been  taken  from  it,  and  mutter  in  6ur- 
prise  and  discontent,  when  she  could  not  find  it,  ^It 
was  the  link  that  bound  me  to  life." 

Notwithstanding  aQ  these  remarkable  symptoms. 
Lady  Ashton  was  too  deeply  pledged,  to  dela^  her 
daughter's  marriage  even  in  her  present  state  of  health. 
It  cost  her  much  trouble  to  keep  i^  the  fair  side  of  ap- 
pearances towards  Bucklaw.  She  was  well  aware, 
that  if  he  once  saw  any  reluctance  on  her  daughter's 
part,  he  would  break  off  the  treaty,  to  her  great  per- 
sonal shame  and  dishonour.  She  therefore  resolved, 
that,  if  Lucy  continued  passive,  the  marriage  ehould 
uke  place  upon  the  day  that  had  been  previously 
fixed,  trusting  that  a  change  of  place,  of  situation,  and 
of  character,  would  operate  a  more  speedy  and  e/iec- 
tual  cure  upon  the  unsettled  spirits  of  her  dau^t^r, 
than  oould  be  attaihed  by  the  slow  measures  which  the 
medical  men  reoonmiended.  Sir  WilUam  Ashton'a 
views  of  family  Mgrandixement,  and  bis  desire  to 
strengthen  hhnseli  against  the  measures  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  A \  readily  induced  him  to  acquiesce  in 

what  he  couldf  not  have  perhaps  resisted  if  willing  to 
do  so.  As  for  the  young  men,  Bucklaw  and  CalonH 
Ashton.  they  protested,  that  after  what  had  happened, 
it  would  be  most  dishonourable  to  postpone  for  a  sin- 
gle hour  the  time  appoinitd  for  the  marria^  as  it 
would  be  generally  ascribed  to  their  being  intimidoted 
by  the  intrusive  visits  and  threats  of  Ravenswood. 

Bucklaw  wouM  indeed  have  been  incapable  of  such 
precipitation,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  state  of  Miss 
Ashton's  health,  or  ratherof  her  mind.  Bat  enstom, 
upon  these  occasions,  permitted  only  brief  and  sparing 
intercourse  between  the  bridegroom  and  the  betrothed; 
a  circumstance  so  well  improved  by  Lndy  Ashftm, 
that  Bucklaw  neither  saw  nor  suspected  the  real  state 
of  the  health  and  feelings  of  his  unhappy  bride. 

On  the  eve  of  the  bridal  day,  Lacy  appeared  to  have 
one  of  her  fits  of  levity,  and  surveyed  with  a  de- 
gree of  girlish  interest  the  varioas  preparations  of 
dress,  j&c.  &c.,  which  the  different  members  of  the 
family  had  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

The  morning  dawned  bri^t  and  cheerily.  The 
bridal  guests  assembled  in  gauant  troops  from  distant 
quarters.  Not  only  the  relations  of  Sir  William  Ash- 
ton, and  the  still  more  dignified  connexions  of  his 
lady,  together  with  the  numereiu  kinsmen  and  alhes 
of  the  bridegroom,  were  present  upon  this  joyfid  cere- 
mony, gallantly  mounted,  arrayed,  and  canarisoned, 
but  almost  every  presbyterian  family  of  disbaetioii, 
within  fifty  miles,  made  a  point  of  attendance  upon 
an  occasfon  which  was  oonodered  as  giving  a  sort  of 
triumph  over  the  l^larauis  of  A—,  in  the  person  ol 
his  kmsman.  Splendid  refreshments  awaited  the 
guests  on  then*  arrival,  and  after  theoe  were  finishtd, 
the  cry  was  to  horse.  The  bride  was  led  forth  betwixt 
her  brother  Henry  and  her  mother.  Her  gayety  of  the 
preceding  day  had  given  rise  to  a  deep  ahade  of 
melancholy,  which,  howevov  did  not  misbaocmie  an 
occaskm  so  momentous.  There  was  a  light  in  bet 
eyes,  and  a  cokmr  in  her  cheek,  which  had  not  beea 
kindled  for  many  a  day.  and  Which,  jpmed  to  her|;reat 
beauty,  and  the  splendour  of  her  dress,  occasioned 
her  entrance  to  be  greeted  whh  a  universal  mnranir 
of  api>lanse,  in  whicn  even  theladics  oouki  not  refraia 
from  joiniML  While  the  cavalcade  were  gtttmg  to 
horse,  Sir  William  Ashton,  a  man  of  peace  and  ot 
form,  censored  his  ton  Henry  for  having  begirt  him- 
self with  a  miliurv  sword  of  pre|K>stennis  kngth,  be- 
lonmng  to  hii  brother,  Colonel  Ashton. 

'*lf  youmoithaveawetpQO)   bssaid»  '**^ 
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tpaK«(bl  occaalon,  why  did  you  not  use  the  rihort 
pMiiaid  sent  from  Edinbuixhon  purpoedT* 
Tbe  boy  vindicated  himaci^  by  8&nng  it  was  lost 
**  Yen  put  it  out  of  the  way  yourself  I  suppose,"  said 
hitfitther,  "out  of  ambition  to  wear  thatpreposteious 
tlmg,  whidi  might  have  served  Sir  William  Wallace 
~But  never  mind,  get  to  horse  now,  and  take  care  of 
yoursisier." 

The  boy  did  so,  and  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
gAllant  train.  At  the  time,  he  was  too  full  of  his  own 
appearance,  liis  sword,  his  laced  cloak,  his  featlfered 
imt,  and  his  msEnaged  horse,  to  pay  much  rmrd  to 
toy  thin^  else;  but  he  afterwards  remembered  to  the 
hour  of  hts  death,  that  i>^hen  the  hand  of  his  sistef,  by 
which  she  supported  herself  on  the  pillion  behind  him. 
tonefaed  his  own,  it  felt  as  wet  tod  cold  as  sepulchral 
mtrble. 

Glancing  wide  over  bill  and  dala  the  feir  bridal 
procession  at  last  reached  the  parisn  church,  which 
ther  nearly  filled;  for,  besides  domestics,  above  a 
hundred  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  present  upon  the 
occasion.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
ucoiding  to  the  rites  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion, 
to  «rhich  Bucklawof  late  had  judged  it  proper  to  con* 
ton. 

On  the  outside  rf  the  church,  a  liberal  dole  was  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  of  the  neighbouring  parishes 
{aider  the  direction  «f  Johnny  Mortheuch,  who  had 
wtelybeen  promoted  from  his  desolate  quarters  at  the 
Hennitage,  to  fill  the  more  eligible  situation  of  sexton 
jU  the, parish  church  of  Ravenswood.  Dame  Gour- 
ay^  with  two  of  her  contemporaries,  the  same  who 
Mststed  at  Alice's  late-wake,  seated  apart  upon  a  flat 
monoment,  or  ihrourh-stanty  sate  enviously  compar- 
m  the  shares  whicn  had  been  allotted  to  them  in 
omding  the  dole. 

"Johnny  Mortheuch,"  said  Annie  Winnie,  **  might 
bae  mindal  auld  lang  syne,  and  thought  of  his  auld 
kimmers,  for  as  braw  as  he  is  with  his  new  black 
coau  I  hae  gotten  but  five  herring  instead  o*  sax, 
iDd  U)is  disna  look  like  a  gude  saxpennys,  and  I  dare 
wy  this  bit  morsel  o'  beef  is  an  unce  lighter  than  ony 
uttrs  been  dealt  round  :  and  it*s  a  bit  o*  the  tenony 
BOQsh,  mair  by  token,  that  yours,  Maggie,  is  out  o^ 
the  back  sey." 

^"Mine,  quo'  she?"  mumbled  the  paralytic  hag; 
tnme  is  half  banes,  I  trow.  If  grit  folk  gie  poor 
JodiM  ony  thing  for  coming  to  thehr  weddings  and 
fonals,  it  suld  be  something  that  wad  do  them  gude, 
I  thinV' 

" Their gifu^"  said  Ailsie  Gourlay,  "are  dealt  for  nae 
tote  of  us— nor  out  of  respect  for  whether  we  Iced  or 
tarve.  They  wad  gie  us  whinstanes  for  loaves,  if  it 
JJOiud  serve  their  ain  vanity,  and  yet  they  expect  us  to 
w  as  graiefu',  as  they  ca'  it,  as  u  they  served  us  for 
twf  love  and  liking." 

^And  ihaf  8  truly  said,"  answered  her  companion. 
J.  But,  Ailsie  Gtouriay,  ye' re  the  auldest  o*  us  three, 
«o  ye  ever  see  a  mah"  grand  bridal  V* 
1  .l7"in&  say  that  I  have,"  answered  the  hag;  '*but 

\f  WW  soon  to  see  as  braw  a  burial." 
^  And  that  wad  please  me  as  weel,"  said  Annie 
TjPjwe ;  "  for  there's  a^  lai^  a  dole,  and  folk  are  no 
t?j^  to  gim  and  laugh,  and  mak  murgeoAs,  and 
JJ*  joy  to  these  hellicat  quality,  that  lord  it  ower  us 
Me  brute  beasts.  I  like  to  pack  the  dead  dole  in  ray 
•^  «nd  nn  ower  my  auld  rhyme,— 

IMf  loot  In  ipf  lap,  my  penoF  in  my  pom, 
^   rhou  art  ne'er  the  tMtter,  and  I'm  oe'ef  the  worn.*  **• 
• -vj^et's  right,  Annia"  said  the  paralytic  woman ; 
w  send  us  a  green  Yule  and  a  fat  kirkyard  P* 
^But  1  wad  like  to  ken,  Lucky  Gourlay,  forye're 
[je  auldest  and  wisest  amang  us,  whilk  c*  these  revel- 
wf  tarns  it  will  be  to  be  streekit  first  1" 
In*  «  ^^  y^^  dandilly  maiden,"  said  Dame  Gour- 
jjjf    »  glistenin*  w?  goud  and  jewels,  that  they  are 
JJ»jjng  op  on  the  white  horse  behind  that  hairbrained 
^nt  m  scarlet,  wT  the  lang  sword  at  his  side  7" 
•^^^■^1(1  Beott  lelli  of  an  old  woman  who  perfoimed  to 
wSSkS??  V  "»••"«  of  a  eharm,  Chat  she  waa  ratpected  of 
ftiurf^k      ^^  o***^  ^f  praetiee  betnf  iwiMired  inu>,  H  waa 
,^^r>jwU)e  onlf  fte  wtiieh  the  woold  aceepi  of,  was  a  loaf 
J^l2*^aad  a  tilvar penny;  and  that  Uie  potinat  eharm  with 
^  kiai    ^''*'"'**^^  iDiuv  evioa,  waa  Uia  dofieied  eoqplet  in 


"But  that's  the  bride)"  sttd  her  eompanioifi,  her 
cold  heart  touched  with  some  sort  of  compassion ; 
"that's  the  very  bride  herselll  Eh,  whow!  sao 
young,  sae  braw,  and  sae  boimy~and  is  her  time  sae 
short?" 

"  I  tdl  ye,"  said  the  sibyl,  "her  winding  sheet  is  up 
as  high  as  her  throat  already,  believe  it  wha  hst. 
Her  sand  has  but  few  grains  to  rin  out,  and  nae  won- 
dei^they'vo  been  weel  shaken.  The  leaves  are 
withering  fast  on  the  trees,  but  she'll  never  see  the 
Martinmas  wind  gar  them  dance  in  swirls- like  the 
fairy  rings." 

"  Ye  waited  on  her  for  aouarter,"  said  the  paralytic 
woman,  "and  got  twa  red  pieces,  or  I  am  far  be- 
guiled.'' 

"Ay,  ay,"  answered  Ailsie,  with  a  bitter  grin ;  "and 
Sir  William  Ashton  promised  me  a  bonny  red  gown 
to  the  boot  o'  that— a  stake,  and  a  chain,  and  a  tar 
barrel,  lass  I— what  think  ye  o'  that  for  a  propine?— 
ibr  being  up  early  and  doun  late  for  fourscore  nights 
and  mair  wi'  his  dwining  daughter.  But  be  may  keep 
it  for  his  ain  leddy,  cummers." 

"I  hae  heard  a  sough,"  said  Annie  Winnie,  "as  if 
Leddy  Ashton  was  nae  canny  body." 

"D'ye  ^ee  her  yonder,"  said  Dame  Grourlay,  "as 
she  prances  on  her  gray  eelding  out  at  the  kirkyard? 
—there's  mair  o'  utter  oeevilry  in  that  woman,  as 
brave'and  fair-fashk>ned  as  she  rides  yonder,  thai\.in 
a'  the  Scotch  witches  that  eve^  flew  by  moonlight 
ower  North-Berwick  Law." 

"What's  that  ye  say  about  witches,  ye  damned 
hags?"  said  Johnny  Mortheuch i  "aro  ye  casting 
yer  cantrips  in  the  very  kirkyard,  to  mischieve  the 
bride  and  bridegroom  ?  Get  awa  hame,  for  if  I  tak 
my  souple  t'ye,  I'll  gar  ye  find  the  road  faster  than  ye 
wad  like." 

"Hech,  sirsl"  answered  Ailsie  Gourlay j  "how 
bra*  are  we  wi'  otn*  new  black  coat  and  our  weel- 
pouthered  head,  as  if  we  had  never  kend  hunger  nor 
thirst  oursells !  and  we'll  be  screwing'up  our  bit  fiddle, 
doubtless,  in  the  ha'  the  night,  amang  a'  the  other 
elbo-jiggers  for  miles  round.  Let's  see  if  the  pins 
hatMl,  Johnny— that's  a',  lad." 

"I  take  ye  a'  to  witness,  gude  people,"  said  Mor 
theach,  "  that  she  threatens  me  wi^'mischie^  and  fore- 
speaks  me.  If  ony  thing  but  gude  happens  to  me  or 
my  fiddle  this  nighty  I'll  make  it  the  blackest  night's 
job  she  ever  stirred  in.  I'll  hae  her  before  Presbytery 
and  Synod— I'm  half  a  minister  mysell,  now  that  I'm 
a  bedral  in  an  inhabited  parish." 

Although  the  mutual  hatred  betwixt  these  hags  ana 
the  rest  of  mankmd  had  steeled  their  hearts  against 
all  impressions  of  festivity,  this  was  by  ;io  means 
the  case  with  the  multitude  at  large.  The  splendom 
of  the  bridal  retinue— the  gay  dresses— the  spirited 
horses— the  blithesome  appearance  of  the  handsome 
women  and  gallant  gentlemen  assembled  upon  the 
occasion,  had  the  usual  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 

e>pulace.  The  reseated  shouts,  of  "Ashton  and 
ucklaw  for  ever!"— the  discharge  of  pistols,  g^ns, 
and  musketoons,  to  give  what  was  called  the  bndal- 
shot,  evinced  the  interest  the  people  took  in  the  occa- 
sion of  the  cavalcade,  as  they  accompanied  it  upon 
their  return  to  tho  castle.  If  there  was  here  and  there 
an  elder  peasant  or  his  wife  who  sneered  at  the  pomp 
of  the  upstart  family,  and  remembered  the  days  of  the 
long-descended  Ravenswoods,  ewn  they,  attracted  by 
the  plentiful  cheer  which  the  castle  that  day  afforded 
to  nch  and  poor,  held  their  way  thither,  and  acknow- 
ledeed,  notwithstandmg  their  prejudices,  the  influence 
of  I  Amphiti-ion  oH.  ton  dine. 

Thus  accompanied  with  the  attendance  both  of 
rich  and  poor,  Lucy  returned  to  her  father's  house. 
Bucklaw  used  his  privilege  of  riding  next  to  the  bride, 
but,  new  to  such  a  situation,  rather  endeavoured  to 
attract  attention  by  the  |lisolay  of  his  person  and 
horsemanship,  than  by  any  attempt  to  address  her  in 
private.  They  reached  the  castle  in  safety,  amid  a 
thousand  joyous  acclamations.    * 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  weddings  of  ancient  days 
were  celebrated  with  a  fisstive  publicity  rejected  oy 
thedehcacy  of  nKxlem  times,  llie  marriage-guests, 
on  the  present  occasion,  were  regaled  with  a  banquet 
of  unbounded  proftuion,  the  rstics  of  which,  after  tfat 
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donestbs  had  feasted  in  their  torn,  were  dtatriboted 


iQtur*  jocaspr. 


among  the  Bhoutins  crowd,  with  as  many  barreifi  of 
ale  as  made  the  huarity  without  correspond  to  that 
within  the  castle.  The  gentlemen,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  times,  indulged,  for  the  most  part,  in 
deep  drau^ts  of  the  richest  wmes,  while  the  ladies, 
prepared  lur  the  ball  which  always  closed  a  bridal 
entertainment,  impatiently  expected  their  arrival  in 
the  state  gallery.  At  length  the  social  party  broke  up 
at  a  late  hour,  and  the  gentlemen  crowded  into  the 
saloon,  whem  enlivened  oy  wine  and  the  joyful  occa- 
sion, they  laid  aside  their  swords^and  handed  their 
impatient  partners  to  the  ^or.  The  music  already 
rung  from  the  gallery,  along  the  fretted  roof  of  the 
ancient  state  apartment.  According  to  strict  etiquette, 
the  bride  ought  to  have  opened  tne  ball,  but  Lady 
AshtQn,  making  an  apology  on  account  of  her  daugh- 
ter's health,  oflcred  her  own  hand  to  Bucklaw  as  sub- 
stitute for  her  daughter's. 

But  as  Lady  Ashton  raised  her  head  gracefully,  ex- 
pecting the  strain  at  which  she  was  to  begin  the 
dance,  she  was  so  much  struck  by  an  unaxpected 
alteration  in  the  ornaments  of  the  apartment,  that  she 
was  surprised  into  an  exclamation,—'*  Who  has  darfd 
to  change  the  pictures  1" 

All  looked  up,  and  those  who  knew  the  usual  state 
of  the  apartment,  observed  with  surprise,  that  the 
picture  oi  Sir  William  Ashton's  father  was  removed 
iromiis  place,  and  in  its  stead  that  of  old  Sir  Malise 
Ravenswood  seemed  to  frown  wrath  and  vengeance 
upon  the  party  assembled  below.  The  exchange 
>nu8t  have  been  made  while  the  apartments  were 
empty,  but  had  not  been  observed  until  the  torches 
nod  lights  in  the  sconces  were  kindled  for  the  ball. 
The  haughty  and  heated  spirits  of  the  gentlemen  led 
them  to  demand  an  immediate  inquiry  into  the  cause 
of  what  they  deemed  an  affront  to  their  host  and  to 
themselves;  but  Lady  Ashton,  recovering  herself^ 
passed  it  over  as  the  freidc  of  a  crazy  wench  who  was 
maintained  about  the  castle,  and  whose  susceptible 
unagination  bad  been  observed  to  be  much  ailected 
by  the  stories  which  Dame  Grourlay  delighted  to  tell 
concerning  "the  former  family,"  so  Lady  Ashton 
named  the  Ravenswoods.  The  obnoxious  picture 
was  immediately  removed,  and  the  baU  was  opened 
by  Lady  Ashton,  with  a  grace  and  dignity  which  sup- 
plied the  charms  of  youth,  and  almost  verified  the 
extravagant  encomiums  of  the  elder  part  of  the  com- 
pany, who  extolled  her  performance  as  far  exceeding 
the  dancing  of  the  rising  generation. 

When  Lady  Ashton  sat  down,  she  was  not  sur- 
prised to  find  that  her  daughter  had  leA  thefipartment, 
and  she  herself  followed,  eager  to  obviate  any  impres- 
sion which  might  have  been  made  upcm  her  nerves  by 
an  incident  so  likely  to  afiect  them  as  the  mvsterious 
transposition  of  the  portraits.  Apparently  she  found 
her  apprehensions  groundless,  for  she  returned  in 
about  an  hour,  and  whispered  the  bridegroom,  who 
extricated  himself  from  the  dancers,  and  vanished 
from  the  apartment.  The  instruments  now, played 
their  loude&t  strains — the  dancers  pursued  their  exer- 
cise with  all  the  enthusiasm  inspired  by  youth,  mirth, 
and  high  spirits,  when  a  cry  was  heard  so  shrill  and 
piercing,  as  at  once  to  arrest  the  dance  and  the  music. 
All  stood  motionless ;  but  wh<?n  the  yell  was^again 
repeated,  Colonel  Ashton  snatclied  a  torch  from  the 
sconce,  and  demanding  the  key  of  the  bridal-cham- 
ber from  Henry,  to  whom,  as  bride' s-man,jt  had 
been  intrusted,  rushed  thither,  followed  by  Sir  Wil-' 
liam  and  Ladv  Ashton,  and  one  or  two  others,  near 
relations  of  tne  family.  The  bridal  guests  waited 
their  return  in  stupilied  amazement 

Arrived  at  the  door  of  the  apartment,  Colonel  Ash- 
ton knocked  and  called,  but  received  no  answer  ex- 
cept stifled  groans.  He  hesitated  no  longer  to  open 
the  door  of  the  apartment,  in  which  he  found  opposi- 
tion from  something  which  lay  against  it.  When  he 
had  succeeded  in  opening  it,  the  body  of  the  bride- 
groom was  found  lyihg  on  the  threshold  of  the  bridal 
chamber,  and  all  arotmd  was  flooded  with  blood.  A 
cry  of  SQiprise  and  horror  was  raised  by  all  present ; 
fiiKi  thecotHpany,  excited  hv  this  new  alarm,  began, 
to  rush  tumuituoiisly  towards  the  sleeping  apartment. 
Ilakuiei  Ashton,  fiist  wbiw^riog  to  ma  mother,— 


"Seaicb for  hei^-Hihe. hai DimiiBred  him f  4Hm lis 
sword,  planted  himself  in  the  passage,  and  dedUni 
he  would  suffer  no  roan  to  pass  excepting  the  clei- 
gyman.  and  a  medical  person  preseBt  By  their  assist- 
ance, Bucklaw,  who  still  breathed,  was  rawed  from 
the  ground,  and  transported  to,  another  spartmsntv 
where  hia  rriend&  full  of  suspicion  and  murmuiinK* 
assembled  round  him  to  learn  the  opinion  of  ths  sur- 
geon. 

In  the  jnean  while,  Lady  Ashton,  her  husband.  udA 
their  Assistants,  in  vain  sought  Lucy  in  the  bridal  bed 
and  In  the  chamber.  There  was  no  private  paasags 
from  the  room,  and  they  began  to  think  that  she  most 
have  thrown  herself  from  the  window,  when  one  of 
the  company,  holding  his  torch  lower  than  the  rest, 
discovered  something  white  in  the  comer  of  the  grest 
old-fashioned  chimney  of  the  apartment  Here  ther 
found  the  unfortunate  girl,  seated,  or  rather  cooched 
like  a  hare  upon  its  form--her  head-gear  dishevelled  { 
her  night-clothes  torn  and  dabbled  with  blood, — her 
eyes  glazed,  and  her  features  convulsed  into  a  wild 
paroxysm  of  insanity.  When  she  saw  herself  disco- 
vered, she  gibbered,  made  mouths,  and  pointed  at 
them  with  her  bloody  fingers,  with  the  frantic  gestures 
of  an  exulting  demoniac. 

Female  assistance  was  now  hastily  summoned; 
the  unhappy  bride  was  oveipowereijL  nod  without  ihs 
use  of  some  force.  As  they  carried  her  over  ths 
threshold,  she  looked  down,  and  uttered  the  oniv 
articulate  words  that  she  bad  yet  spoken,  saying,  with 
a  sort  of  grinning  exultation,—"  So,  you  have  ta'en 
up  your  bonny  bridegroom  7"  She  was  by  the  shod* 
dermg  assistants  conveyed  to  another  and  more  re-^ 
tired  apartment,  where  she  was  seciu-ed  as  her  attia* 
tion  requn^,  and  closely  watched.  The  unutterabla 
agony  of  the  parents— the  horror  and  confuswn  of  all 
who  were  in  the  castle— the  fury  of  contending  pas- 
sions between  the  friends  of  the  difierent  parties 
passions  au^ented  by  previous  intemperance,  sur* 
pass  description. 

The  surgeon  was  the  first  who  obtained  somethinff 
like  a  patient  hearing ;  he  pronounced  that  the  woima 
of  Buclclaw,  though  severe  and  dangerous,  was  by  no 
means  fatal,  but  might  readily  be  rendered  so  by  dis- 
turbance and  hasty  removal.  This  silenced  the  nu- 
merous party  of  Bucklaw's  friends,  who  had  previouslr 
insisted  that  he  ^ould,  at  all  rates,  be  transported 
from  the  castle  to  the  nearest  of  their  houses.  They 
still  demanded,  however,  that^  in  consideration  ot 
what  had  happened,  four  of  their  number  shoukl  re- 
main to  watch  over  the  sick-bed  of  their  friend,  and 
that  a  suitable  number  of  their  domestics,  well  armed, 
should  also  remain  in  the  castle.  This  condition 
bning  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Ashton  and 
his  father,  the  rest  of  the  bridegroom's  friends  lefl  the  . 
castle,  notwithstanding  the  hour  and  the  darkness  ot 
the  night  The  cares  of  the  medical  man  were  next 
employed  in  behalf  of  >Iiss  Ashton,  whom  he  pro- 
nounced to  be  in  a  very  dangerous  state.  Farther 
medical  assistance  was  immediately  summoned.  AU 
night  she  remained  delirious.  On  the  morning,Wie 
feu  into  a  state  of  absolute  insensibility.  The  next 
evening,  the  physicians  said,  would  be  the  crisis  of 
her  malady.  It  proved  so ;  for  although  she  awoke 
from  her  trance  with  some  appearance  of  calmness, 
and  suffered  her  night-clothes  to  be  changed,  or  put 
in  order,  yet  so  soon  as  she  put  her  hand  to  her  neck, 
as  if  to  search  for  the  fatal  blue  ribbon,  a  tide  of  recol- 
lections seemed  to  rush  upon  her,  which  her  mind 
and  body,  were  alike  incfy[>able  of  bearing.  Convulsion 
followed  convulsion,  till  they  closed  in  death,  withooi 
her  being  able  to  utter  a  word  explanatory  of  the  fatal 
scene. 

The  provindal  judge  of  the  district  arrived  the  dar 
after  the  young  lady  had  expired,  and  executed,  though 
with  all  possible  aclicacy  to  theamicted  fam.My,  the 
painful  duty  of  inquiring  into  this  fatal  transaction. 
Hut  there  occurred  nothing  to  explain  the  general 
hypothesis,  that  the  bride,  in  a  sudden  fit  of  insanity, 
had  stabbed  the  bridegroom  at  the  threshold  of  tM 
apartment  The  fatal  weapon  was  foimd  in  the 
chamber,  smeared  with  blood.  It  was  the  same 
poniard  which  Henry  should  have  worn  on  thd  wed 
ding-day,  and  which  his  unhappy  sister  had  probalAc 
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uintrifnl  to  06CMto  on  tti6  mcoiediiiK  efwiiiigi  wImii 
It  had  been  shown  to  her  among  other  srtwfes  of  pre- 
paration for  the  wedding. 

.  Tliefriendflof  Bocklawezpeeled  thatonmareco- 
'fcrv  be  would  throw  aome  li^t  iipoi>  tlusdaik  stonr, 
and  esgeriy  preeeed  him  with  tnqmries,  which  fir 
some  time  be  eraded  mder  pretext  of  weakneaa. 
When,  howerer,  be  had  been  transported  to  hia  own 
boaae,  and  waa  eonaidered  ae  in  a  atate  of  convAlea- 
cenoe,  he  aaaembled  thoae  penoDi^  both  male  and 
fiemale^  who  had  oonakiered  themaehrea  aa  emilSed  to 
preas  mm  on  this  eabject,  and  returned  them  tfaaaka 
for  the  intereat  they  Bad  exhibited  in  hia  behall^  and 
their  ofiera  of  adherence  and  edpport.  "1  wiah  yon 
ill,**  he  aaid,  "my  frienda,  to  undctatand,  bowerer, 
that  I  hare  neither  atory  to  tell,  nor  injnriee  to  avenge. 
If  a  lady  riiall  question  me  henoeforward  upon  the 
inddents  of  that  wihappy  night,  I  shall  remain  silent, 
and  in  future  consider  ner  as  one  who  baa  abown  her- 
self deairoua  to  hreak  ofTher  friendahip  withmai  in  a 
word,  I  will  never  speak  to  her  again.  Butifagentle- 
man  shall  aak  me  the  same  question,  I  shall  regard 
(he  incivility  aa  equivalent  to  an  invitation  to  meet 
kirn  in  the  Duke's  Walk.«  and  I  expect  that  he  will 
mle  himself  accordingly;."  • 

A  declaration  ao  decisive  admitted  no  commentary ; 
ind  it  waa  soon  after  seen  that  Bucklaw  had  arisen 
fbm  the  bed  of  sickness  a  sadder  and  a  wiser  man 
tktn  he  had  hitherto  shown  himaelf.  He  dismiaaed 
Crugengdt  from  his  society,  but  not  without  such  a 
profuion  aa,  if  well  emi>ldyed,  might  secure  him 
ixjdnst  indigence,  and  against  temptation. 

Bucklaw  afterwards  went  abroad,  and  never  re- 
lomed  to  Scotland ;  nor  was  he  known  ever  to  bint 
St  the  circumstances  attending  his  fatal  marriage. 
By  many  resders  this  mav  be  deemed  overeirained, 
nmantic,  and  composed  by  the  wild  imagination  of* 
ra  author,  desirous  of  gratimng  the  popular  apiwtite 
nr  the  horrible ;  but  those  who  are  readm  the  private 
^nily  history  of  Scotland  during  the  period  in  which 
on  scene  ia  laid,  will  readily  discover^  through  the 
diBBuise  of  borrowed  names  and  added  moidenta,  the 
■tding  particulare  of  an  owsa  nxm  talb. 

CHAPTER  XXXV. 

WboM  mind*i  to  mtrbled.  and  hit  heart  to  hard. 
That  woald  not,  when  thfi  hofe  miihap  wai  haara. 
To  th'  utmost  note  of  lorrow  set  their  aoQCt 
T»  M«  ft  f«]I«nc.  with  ao  ffiMt  a  ffrace, 
So  Mddenljr  notnoufht  oo,  w  o'erthi 
'    ^^  "^  to  perish,  in  m  poor  a  place, 

Bf  too  raan  ndina  in  a  croond  vnlcno 

Fom,  at  NUtetiHirtUrf,  YolJL 

^  have  anticipated  the  course  of  time  to  mention 
Bucklaw*s  recovery  and  fate,  that  we  miriit  not  in- 
tcrnmt  the  detail  or  events  which  succeeded  the  fune- 
W  of  the  unfortunate  Lucy  Ashton.  This  melancholy 
wsmonv  waa  performed  in  the  misty  dawn  of  an 
u^nu  mommg^  with  such  moderate  attendance 
v|d  ceremony  as  orold  not  possibly  be  dispensed 
Jjuj.  A  very  few  of  the  nearest  relations  attended 
■^body  to  the  same  churchward  to  which  she  had  so 
ntfily  been  led  as  a  bride,  with  as  little  free  will  per- 
I'.ape,  as  could  be  now  testified  by  her  lifeless  ana  pas- 
pe  remaina.  An  aisle  adjacent  to  the  church  nad 
°0sa  fitted  m>  by  Sir  William  Ashton  as  a  fiunily 
^^try;  ana  here,  in  a  coflSn  bearing  neither  name 
^date,  were  consigncKl  to  dust  the  remains  of  what 
J^once lovely,  beautiful,  and  innocent,  though  ex- 
2J2?*^  ^  frenzv  by  a  long  tract  of  unremitting  per^ 
Jpotion.  While  ttne  moumere  were  busy  in  the  vault, 
•  iSL  J®  village  haga,'  who,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
gpnted  earliness  ofthe  hour,  had  snuffed  the  carrion 
■«  voltures,  were  seated  on  the  "  through-stahe," 
VM  oiKiged  in  then*  wonted  unhallowed  conference. 


>'erthrown, 
^lace, 
i  unknown  I 


Did  not  I  say"  said  Dame  Gouriay,  "mat  the 

li?  T-^*l  would  be  followed  by  as  brew  a  funeral  f  * 

.1  think,"  answered  Dame  Winnie,  **  there's  little 

T^.t^t  it ;  nsither  meat  nor  drink,  and  just  a  wheen 

"*^  bppences  to  the  poor  folk;  it  waa  little  worth 


wbift  to  come  aae  ftrrotd  inr  aae  mr  profit,  and  «i 
aaeftaiL** 

"Oirt,  wretobr  repUsd  Dame  Gouriay,  **caa  a'  the 
dainfiea  they  could  jne  ua  be  half  aae  awaet  aa  thia 
bour*a  veogeance  1  There  thev  are  that  were  eapaiing 
on  their  prancing  naga  fbnr  days  aince,  and  they  ara 
now  ganging  aaoreii^  and  sober  as  oonells  the  day. 
miey  were  v  gtistemng  wi*  9>wd  and  suvcr— they're 
now  aa  black  as  the  crook.  And  Miaa  Lucy  Aabton, 
thatjmdged  when  an  honeat  woman  came  near  her, 
a  taid  may  ait  on  her  coffin  the  day,  and  ahe  ean 
never  acmuMr  when  he  croaks.  And  Ladj  Aahton 
has  hell-fire  burning  in  her  breast  by  this  time}  and 
Sir  WilUam,  wi'  hia  g8)beta.  and  hia  &g|QcitSL  and  hia 
chaina,  how  likes  he  the  witcheriea  of  hie  am  dwelling* 

"And  is  it  tne,  then,"  mumbled  the  paraiytie 
wretch,  "that  the  bride  waa  trailed  out  of  her  bed  and 
up  the  chimley  by  evil  apirita,  and  that  the  brida* 
groom'a  ftoe  waa  wrung  round  ahint  hknl" 

*'Ye  needna-aare  wfaa  did  it  or  how  it  waa  done," 
aaid  Ailsie  Gouriay;  "but  Til  imhaud  it  fat  naa 
atickit*  job,  and  that  the  lairda  and  laddies  ken  weel 
thia  day." 

"  And  waa  it  tree,"  aaid  Annie  Winnie.  "  ain  ve  ksQ 
sae  miokle  about  it,  that  the  picture  of  Aiud  SirMaliaa 
Ravenswood  came  down  on  the  ha}  floor,  and  led  pot 
the  brewl  before  them  a*  1"  ^ 

"Na,"  aaki  Ailsie:  "but  into  the  ha*  came  the pw« 
ture— and  I  ken  weel  how  it  came  there— to  gie  them 
a  warning  that  pride  would  get  a  fa'.  But  tbere'a  aa 
queer  a  ploy,  cummera^  aa  ony  o*  thae,  that'a  gaua 
on  even  now  in  the  burial  vault  yonder-^yeaaw  twall 
moumera^  wi*  crape  and  eloke,  gang  down  the  atepa 
pair  and  pair  7" 

"What  ahoudd  aUnatoaBelliemr'  aakl  theoneold 
woman.        • 

^  I  counted  them,"  said  the  other,  with  the  eager- 
neas  o{  a  peraon  to  whom  the  spectacle  had  affcraed 
too  much  mtereat  to  be  viewed  with  indifierenoe. 

"But  ye  did  not  see,"  said  Ailsie,  exulting  in' her 
superior  observation,  "  that  there'a  a  thirteenth  amang 
them  that  they  ken  naething about;  and,  if  ankl  freeta 
aay  trae,  there'a  ane  o'nhat  company  that'll  no  be 
lang  for  thia  warid.  But  oome  awa,  cummere  t  if  we 
bide  here,  I'ae  warrant  we  get  the  wyte  o'  whatever 
ill  comes  of  it,  and  that  gude  will  come  of  it'  nana  & 
them  need  ever  thmk  to  aee." 

And  thua.  croaking  Kke  the  ravena  when  they  anti* 
dpate  pestilence,  the  ill-boding  sibyls  withdrew  from 
the  churofayard. 

In  fact,  the  mourners,  when  the  service  of  mter* 
ment  waa  ended,  diacovered  that  there  waa  among 
them  one  more  than  the  invited  number,  and  the 
remark  waa  communicated  in  whispera  to  each  other. 
The  auspidon  fell  upon  a  figure,  which,  muiM  in 
the  aame  deep  mournmg  with  the  othera,  waa  recKpMd, 
almost  in  a  aute  of  insensibilityjjBgainst  one  of  the 
pillara  of  the  sepulchral  vault  The  relativea  of  the 
Aahton  family  were  expreaaing  in  whispera  their  snr^ 
prise  and  displeasure  at  the  intrusion,  vrben  they  wen 


ahall  soon  have,  aa  deep  cauee  of  mourning  aa  om> 
selves— leave  me  to  deal  with  him,  and  do  not  disturb 
the  ceremony  by  unneoessanr  exposure."  So  saqrm a 
he  separatedTbimself  from  the  group  of  bis  relations^ 
and  taking  the  unknown  mourner  by  the  cloak,  he 
aaki  to  him,  in  a  toneofauppreaaed emotion,  "Follow 
me." 

Hie  stranger,  aa  if  starting  from  a  trance  at  tha 
aound  of  hia  voice,  mebaniodly  obeyed,  and  they 
aacended  the  broken  ruinoua  staff  which  led  from  the 
aoDuldire  into  the  churchyard.  Ttie  other  moomera 
fbflewed,  but  remained  grouped  together  at  the  door 
of  the  vault,  watching  with  anxietv  the  motkma  of 
Colonel  Ashton  and  the  stranger,  who  now  appeared 
to  be  in  close  conference  beneath  the  shade  of  a  vew- 
tree,  in  the  most  remote  part  of  the  burial-mund. 

•To  thia  sequestered  spot  Colonel  Ashton  had  graded 
the  stranger,  and  then  turning  round,  addreaa»i  haa 
in  a  atem  and  composed  tone.—"  I  casii^  4<9<^  ""»t 
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[Chap. 


1  f»p*fik  tft  the  MMt«?t  of  R»«n?wiiofl  1"  No  ftnsivor 
was  rttimted,  "  I  cRinnotiloubt/^  re*inmcd  tlic  Cokm^l, 
tremNinrt  whb  riuing  pwiicmT  "thai  laptak  lo  ihe 
mi  irdeJ^r  of  my  si  b  ici  t 

"  YtHi  bavt  namHl  tn**  but  too  tmly,"  said  Eutciib- 
wodd  m  II  hoEJow  and  tremtilotis  voice. 

^*  Ii  you  repent  what  you  hnva  don^,"  idd  the 
Cotonel,  *'  tnfty  vma  p^nittnee  evBil  you  before  God  j 
with  me  ii  Bhalf  wrvp  you  nothing.  Htrc/^  he  hJiid, 
giving  »  popfff,  '*i9  rhe  jneafiureof  tny  nword,  and  a 
ivienit^rantJum  of  the  time  and  nlAecol  meeting.  Sun- 
risa  to-tiiortow  morning,  on  me  iinka  to  the  eaai  of 
Wolf  Vhope,'^ 

The  Master  of  Raven Bwood  held  the  paper  in  hi^ 
hand,  and  fvemed  irrpBoIuEe.  A I  kngih  he  spoke — 
"Do  not,'*  he  s^di  *" urge  lo  farther  dfsperarion  a. 
wretch  who  b  already  dcpperate^  Etijov  your  hTo 
whik  you  can,  and  let  me  »otk  my  death  mm  an- 
othe^.'^ 

'*Th3it  you  neveTj  n^ver  abaM !"  aaid  Donelaa  Aah- 
ton*  "  You  shfill  die  by  my  hand,  or  yon  ehail  com- 
Heta  tfcie  mm  (►!  my  ftimily  by  tnkinf;  my  hit.  If  you 
refuve  my  open  chulknRe,  thert?  is  no  advantage  I  will 
nr/t  lake  of  yon,  no  indigniTy  wirli  wbich  1  will  not 
loud  pa,  onul  tlie  very  name  of  Biivct!Swoo<l  i*bj*ll  be 
tha  Eip\  or  every  ihing  that  is  diahonuurable^  as  it  ifi 
aliTCdy  of  *ll  tbut  i^  vdhtnovis." 

*'That  It  shall  never  be,"  said  Rnvena^oodt  fiercely; 
**  if  I  nm  tiie  la*t  who  muat  httir  it,  I  oi*e  it  to  thof^e 
who  oncaowned  it,  that  the  name  shall  he  e^tingniabed 
without  inrsmy.  I  ncctpt  your  chatlEngpi,  tine*  and 
place  of  meeting.    Wo  meet  I  presumei  alone'? 

'*A]onewemeet,"  add  Colonei  Aehton*  "and  alone 
will  the  smrvivoT  of  us  return  from  that  place  of  rtn- 
de/voufl/' 

*^Therj  God  have  mercy  on  the  goulof  him  who 
fatlfll"  Baid  R«vt-nswoocL 

"So  he  ii  1"  add  Colonel  Ashtor*;  "so  fkrcar  my 
eharity  reach  even  for  the  man  I  hate  moet  deadiyt 
and  with  the  deepest  r««i^jrv  Now,  break  oE  for  we 
shall  bo  iniemipti?*!*  The  links  by  the  aoa-abora  to 
die  eftBl  of  Wolf 's-hofie— .rhe  hour,  aun- rise— our 
sword  a  our  only  weapon »." 

"  Enough,"  aaid  the  Maatrr,  *'I  wiO  not  fail  you." 

They  sf^pa rated  :  Colonel  Aablon  iotmn|[^  the  rest  of 
the  monrners',  and  the  Mai^ter  of  Ravenswot>d  taking 
hj8  horse,  which  wbb  tied  to  a  tree  behind  the  church. 
Colonel  Ash  ton  ry  turned  to  the  c^Uc  with  die  fimtril 
rfueffta.  but  found  a  pretext  for  detaching  hmiFrlf 
&om  thf  ni  m  the  e\'ening,  when,  chnn^ng  his  ttrtss 
to  a  riding  hnbit,  he  rode  to  Woira-hope  that  nifibt^ 
and  took  up  liis  abode  in  the  little  inn,  in  ordtT  thai  he 
mi^ht  bfl  ready  for  bis  rendezvous  in  the  morninf?. 

It  in  not  known  how  tluij  Maaier  of  RftVtnewood 
dispoE^  of  tlip  rest  of  that  unhappy  day.  Late  at 
nT^^tJ|rl^owever,  he  arrived  at  Wolf 's-Crac,  and  aroiiNid 
hia^d  domestic,  Caleb  Balderatone,  who  had  ceaR^d 
to  eipeet  his  return.  O^nfuaed  and  flying  rumoura. 
of  the  late  tragical  death  of  Misa  Aahtoti,  and  of  its 
my»teriouft  enujse,  bad  alrt^ady  reached  tli©  old  man, 
who  was  filled  with  the  uCnmst  anjEietyH,on  account  of 
the  probable  eflfect  tht^so  e^eiiia  might  produe^i  upon 
the  mind  of  his  master. 

The  conduct  of  Raven 9 wood  did  not  alleviate  his 
apprehenfttons.  To  the  butler's  trembtiag  entreabea^ 
that  fie  would  take  &onie  refresh rjient,  he  at  fir«t 
retuit^ed  no  answer,  and  then  suddenly  and  fieccely 
dtanandins  'w\ni?.  he  drank,  contrary  to  his  habita,  a 
very  brge  druR^ht.  Seeing  that  his  master  would 
eat  nothing,  Uie  old  man  atlecti otiate I y  entreated  thai 
he  would  pemiii  him  to  iieht  him  lo  his  chamber.  It 
was  not  imtil  the  request  waa  ihrt#  or  four  times 
repsjtcd  that  HavenftWOfid  made  a  mute  aiimiOf  com- 
phanee.  Hut  when  Ralderatone  conducted  him  lo  ati 
apartment  which  had  k*n  comfortably  fitttd  up,  and 
which,  Ksnce  bra  return,  he  bad  usually  occopityl.  Ea- 
ten s  wood  atopiMHi  »bort  on  the  threshold. 

'* Not  bore;  eaid  he,  sternly;  "ehow  me  the  foom 
in  which  my  father  dkd ;  the  room  in  which  bum 
ilept  iho  ni^hl  they  wore  at  the  caaile." 

*^Wbo,  air?"  aaid  Cakb,  too  terrified  to  preacrve 
his  pre«enc4?  of  mind. 

*  fifce,  Lucy  Ash  (on  1— would  yon  kiU  m^  ok]  mati, 
br  forcing  me  to  repeat  ber  n&nto  f* 


Caleb  would  have  aaid  aomethtng  of  the  disimlrif 
the  ch«tnber^  but  was  silenced  by  the  initable  im- 
patience which  was  expresj^d  in  hia  master's  C(Nm- 
teaance :  he  lighted  the  way  trembling  and  in  aiienoe, 
placed  the  lamp  on  the  table  of  the  deserted  loonif 
and  was  about  to  attempt  eomc  arrart^c intent  of  tiie 
bed,  when  hia  master  bid  hup  begone  in  a  tone  thai 
admitted  of  no  delay.  The  old  trian  retired,  not  to 
rest,  but  to  prayer?  and  from  time  lo  time  CFQ>t  lo  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  in  order  lo  find  out  whether 
Raven  a  wood  had  ^onc  lo  repose.  His  meesured 
heavy  step  upon  the  lioor  was  only  interrupted  b 
deet>  RToane  j  and  the  repeated  stamps  of  the  heel  o» 
hia  heavy  boot,  intimated  too  dearly,  that  the  wretched 
inmate  was  abandoning  himaclf  at  such  tnoments  to 
parojvsms  of  uncontiolkd  agonv.  The  old  man 
thought  that  the  morning,  for  wluch  he  longed,  would 
never  have  dawned  :  bm  time,  whose  coune  roll*  on 
widi  equal  current^  however  it  may  seem  more  rapid 
or  more  slow  to  mortal  appreliension,  broui^t  the 
dawn  at  last,  and  spread  a  mddy  hght  on  the  broad 
verge  of  the  j^li^tening  ocean.  It  was  early  inNovem' 
her,  and  the  weatlier  was  e<;runc  for  the  ^eaaonof  the 
year.  But  an  easterly  wind  had  prevailed  during  the 
night,  and  the  advancing  tide  rolkd  nearer  dian  usual 
to  (he  foot  of  the  crags  on  which  the  castle  was 
founded. 

With  the  iirst  peep  of  light,  Caleb  Balderstone 
agam  reaonod  to  the  door  of  Ravenawood's  sleeping 
Apartment^  through  a  chink  of  which  he  observed  him 
engaged  in  measuring  the  length  of  two  or  three 
a  words  which  lay  in  a  closet  adjoining  to  the  apart- 
menL  He  muttered  to  himiself.  as  be  aelocted  ope  of 
these  weapons.  ''It  is  shorter— let  Kim  have  this  ad- 
vantage, ne  he  baa  every  other." 

Caleb  Holderstone  knew  too  well,  from  what  he  wit- 
nessed, upon  what  enietpnEe  his  master  was  bound, 
and  how  vain  all  inierferencc  on  his  part  must  neces- 
sarily prove.  Ho  had  but  time  to  retreat  from  the 
door»  so  nearly  wos  he  surprised  by  his  master  sod- 
dcnly  coming  out,  and  descending  to  the  stables.  The 
faitKful  domestic  followed  y  and,  from  the  diiheYelled 
appearance  of  bis  master's  dresa,  and  his  ghastly 
looks,  was  confinned  in  his  conjix:tuie  that  he  had 

Eflssed  the  night  without  ahfcp  or  repose.  He  found 
im  huaity  engaged  in  paddling  his  hor«e,  a  service 
frotn  which  Caleb,  though  wiith  faltering  voice  and 
trembling  hands,  offi  red  to  relieve  him.  Ravens- 
wood  rejected  his  assisranco  by  a  mute  sign,  and  hav- 
ing led  the  animal  into  ihe  court,  was  just  about  to 
mount  him,  when  liie  oia  uomestic^s  fear  giving  way 
to  the  stroufj  attachment  which  was  the  principal 
passion  of  his  mind,  he  flung  himself  suddenly  a 
Raven  a  wood' a  feet,  and  claapad  hii*  kneoi  while  he 
exclaimed,  "Oh, ^ir!  oh^  master!  kill  me  il  you  will, 
but  do  noi  go  out  on  ihta  dreadful  errand!    Oh!  my 

dear  master,  wait  but  this  da v— the  Marquis  of  A 

conies  lo-morrow,  and  a^  will  he  remedied." 

"You  have  no  Ioniser  a  maaur,  Caleb,"  said  Ra- 
vens wood,  endeavouring  to  extricate  himself:  "why, 
old  man,  would  you  cling  to  a  falling  towcrT'^ 

"But  1  have  a  masier,"  cried  Caleb,  slill  holding 
him  fast,  '*  while  ihe  heir  of  Ravens  wood  breathes. 
lam  but  a  eFnnnt ;  but  I  was  born  your  father's — 
your  grandfatlicr'e  *«Tvant— I  was  bom  for  the  family 
1  have  lived  ibr  thttui— I  would  die  for  them!— Slay 
but  at  liome^  and  all  will  be  well  I" 

**WeU,  fooU  welH"  aaid  Ravenawoodt  "vain old 
mtin.  nothing  bereft fu^  in  life  will  Ims  well  with  roe* 
and  nappieJit  ia  the  hour  that  &hali  soonti^t  close  it!" 

iio  Baymg,  ht:  e^trlcafrd  himself  from  the  old  man's 
hold]  thri-w  oiuiself  on  hia  horse,  and  rode  out  at  the 
gat«f  but  msEanily  turning  back,  he  throw  towards 
Calec*,  who  hastened  to  meet  him,  a  be^ivy  purso  of 
gold. 

"  Celeb  r  he  said,  with  a  ghairtly  amile,  "I  make 
you  myexecuiorr  and  again  tummg  liis  bridle,  he 
resumed  his  course  down  ihe  hilh 

The  gold  fell  unheeded  on  ihe  pavement,  for  the 
old  man  ran  to  observe  the  course  which  was  taken 
by  his  master^  who  turned  to  the  left  down  a  small 
and  broken  path,  ^vhich  gained  the  seashorB  through 
a  cleft  in  tho  rock,  and  led  lo  a  sort  of  cove,  where, 
in  former  timee,  the  boats  of  the  castle  were  wont  It 
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THE  BRIDE  OF  LAJfMERMCXXEL 


Obtenring  him  take  this  ooiine,  Caleb 

to  the  eastern  battlement  which  com 

maiided  the  proapect  of  the  whole  aanoa,  yery  near  aa 
fir  at  the  TUla^  of  Wolf 'a-hope.  He  comd  eaaily 
•ee  hia  master  nding  in  that  direction,  aa  fast  es  the 
horse  could  cany  hmu  The  prophecy  at  once  mahed 
00  Balderstone's  mindset  the  Lord  of  Ravenawood 
ibodlB  periah  on  the  Kelpie's  Flow,  which  lay  half 
way  betwixt  the  tower  and  the  linka,  or  aand  knoUa^ 
fo  toe  northward  of  Wolf  a  hope.  He  saw  him  ao- 
cordingiy  reach  the  fatal  apot,  out  he  never  aaw  him 
pusfiirther. 

Colooel  Aahton,  frantic  for  revenge,  was  already 
in  the  field,  pacing  the  turf  with  eagerneaa,  and  look- 
ing with  impatience  towarda  the  tower  for  the  arrival 
or  his  antagonist  The  aun  had  now  risen,  and 
■bowed  ita  broad  diak  above  the  eaatem  sea,  so  that 
he  could  eaail]^  diacem  the  horaeman  who  rode 
towarda  him  with  speed  which  argued  impatience 
eooal  to  hta  own.  At  once  the  figure  became  invisi- 
bte,  as  if  it  had  melted  into  the  air.  He  rubbed  hia 
eyeii  as  if  he  had  witneased  an  apparition,  and  then 
hastiBned  to  the  apot,  near  which  he  waa  met  by  Bal- 
doBtone,  who  came  from  the  oppoaite  direction.  No 
tnee  whatever  of  horse  or  rider  could  be  discerned ; 
It  ool?  appeared,  that  the  tate  winds  and  high  tides 
bad  gready  extended  the  usual  bounds  of  the  quick- 
Band,  and  that  the  unfortunate  horseman,  as  ap- 
peared from  the  hoof-tracks,  in  his precipitsted  haste, 
bad  not  attended  to  keep  on  the  nrm  sands  on  the 
fool  of  the  rock,  but  had  taken  the  shortest  and  most 
daiMterous  course.  One  onlv  vestise  of  his  fate  ao- 
pcai«d.  A  large  aable  feather  hod  been  detached 
frum  nis  hat,  and  the  rippling  waves  of  the  rising 
ude  wafted  it  to  Caleb's  feet.  The  old  man  took  it 
Bixdned  it,  and  placed  it  in  his  bosom. 

The  inhabitanta  of  Wolfs  hope  were  now  alarmed, 
and  crowded  to  the  place,  some  on  shores  and  aome 
Di  boats,  but  their  search  availed  nothing.  The  tena- 
aooe  depths  of  the  quickaand,  aa  la  usual  in  such 
cues,  rctaiifd  id  prev. 


Our  laJe  draw  s  to  a  conclusion.    The  Marrjuji  or 

A- ,  filfirnied  nt  d^e  frif^litful  reports  iJiat  were  ciu-- 

rent,  and  a.njtiouB  for  Iiis  kLusmari'^  s^ifct^,  nnived  on 
tkiG  subsequent  day  to  mourn  Nia  loij^i  and,  ofier 
rent  wing  in  vain  a  iieaTch  for  the  body,  returned  to 
ftir^ei  ^liat  hod  happened  amid  tli£  bufide  of  politic* 
an  J  SI  ale  alfnini. 

Not  BO  Caleb  Baldptatotie.  If  worldly  profit  could 
hjive  conaoltd  the  old  man,  hia  oce  wm  be  tier  pro- 
vided for  than  hisGorlif^r  yc:arB  haa  ever  been  j  but  ^iTo 
hud  lost  10  him  ita  salt  and  its  savour.  Hia  ^bole 
course  of  ideas,  hia  (t^lljigti,  whether  of  piide  or  ol 
apprdionsion^  of  plcamiro  or  of  pain,  hod  alJ  ansefi 
from  hie  close  cotmexion  iviLh  the  fnmlv  which  was 
now  exiinguisJied.  He  held  up  hifl  head  no  lonpeir— 
forsook  jiD  his  uetidhaynt^nnd  occupations,  f\j|djMf<!iT> 
ed  only  to  find  pie&Mjre  in  mopinff  about  those  apart 
ments  in  the  old  <?ast|e,  which  the  Master  of  Ravt^n* 
wood  hod  lost  inhabi  teu.  He  aio  wi  thout  Jrefresi]  mL-nt, 
nnd  slumbered  without  rc^pose;  and,  with  a  Jtdchiy 
ft  hme times  disFjlayed  by  the  canmo  rncr,  but  sei^dom 
by  imnian  boinfjs,  he  pined  and  died  wiihin  s  yearafier 
llu^  eaiG^iropbe  Mhich  we  hnve  rjarrur<?d. 

The  fanjily  of  Anliton  did  noi  long  survive  that  of 
Rtivt'nirwood.  Sir  Wilham  Asbton  outliVL-d  hii  eidesl 
son,  the  Ct^loncl,  who  wai  slain  in  a  duel  in  Flanders; 
and  Henry,  by  w  horn  he  was  sutcecdedl^  dutl  un* 
Djarried.  Lndy  Ashlun  lived  lo  the  ver^  of  eiirema 
old  age,  the  only  survivor  of  tho  etoup  of  uiihniipy. 
persons,  whose  mtBfortunas  were  owin^  to  her  mt|»fa- 
c^bihTy*  Tti  M  she  tny^lii  intemaHy  feel  cornpimcijun, 
and  reconeile  heraeU^wiih  Heaven  whom  nhe  had 
ohtndcdt  we  will  not*  arjo  we  dare  noi,  deav .  bin  w 
those  amund  her.  ehe  did  not  evince  iho  sligfiiest 
symptom  either  of  repentance  or  nemorse.  In  all  i^i- 
t("rnal  ap^ieamnce,  me  bore  (Jie  same  bold,  haiijihiy 
un bending  charaeier,  wliich  she  had  dispfnyed  bt-fur* 
t\n:3G  upnappy  events.  A  splendid  ronrhle  mnmi- 
ment  records  her  name,  talus,  and  virtues*  whil^ 
Jier  victims  femom  uiidifiur>guiBh«d  by  tooth  or 
epitaph. 


END  OF  THE  BRIDL  OF  LAlffKERMOOR. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  A  LEGEND  OF  MONTROSE. 


Thi  LBQEffD  or  MofiTWwa  wiu  wrilton  threRr  with  ati^w 
toHftc«b«foni  ihe  mRd^r  the  mcEanthuE}' fata  f>f  John  hotd 
Kiljjunl,  rliioflL  ffnn  of  WilMoTFi  EaFJ  of  Airlli  nnd  Mpntfiith,  Dnd 
tttf!  »injtiiJnr  ririrUms'JMtrrsf  tttendinc  Ttie  bircli  and  hiilur/  of 
Jjiwf  J^ttfuan  of  AfdvoirHch,  b/  whoa  hand  UkC  unfcTrtunatA 
0ub(4?in;ui  fftll. 

OoraM-jjcri  loads  m  (o  tnik  of  doidly  fhndi,  ond  wb  inusl  he- 

En  With  one  itiM  tij*jfi5  nr^rjtint  ihnn  tlal  !;>  which  our  mnr  re- 
i&4-  Hunn^  fhp  F?i;n  or  Jqir>ca  \V..  a.  ftftil  U'»4  bn^lvr^tta  tha 
p«jwt>rfiii  ftmih?4  of  DruTDincpiiJ  iml  Mun^ji'diU'id^  PeriJufhiKt. 
Tlu-  foi-mer,  iMjing  Uifl  m»iJ  numoroua  nnd  powprful,  coofwd  up 
ei7hiiiei,ir«4rihD  Murfflytin  thclfirk  of  Munivdird,  Lnd  wjtflre 
t«  i  L  T h4  w I  vpid  tn d  t h«  c.h i] dr«n  nf  i.h€>  i E (  fn t eiJ  cr^ ii ^  w ho  f i ad 
aUo  fEHind  ^helt^rm  thcchureh  p«j-i«hodby  iho  same  rontlKera- 
tion.  Ofi«  man.  njtim^d  Hovid  Murray,  aicnpod  by  iha  humiiniijp 
of  one  of  the  J>mniEiinnElj»,  who  rer^ivcd  liiin  io  hiiamn  dsf  ho 
lu^MjKl  f^m  HmipfifAL  teiftflameB.  Ai  bihr  Jioien  IV.  ruled  with 
mora  acUvtty  titan  mofi  of  Ium  predet^jijiciri,  thii  r:mel  il«d 
»a.4^t«r<r)jr  j^ven^d,  and  KVf^m]  ofEbp  perp^tratori  were  be- 
headed at  ^iJtJrlinf.  In  C'^thAi^'^iupncj^pr  th«  rtroi^cuiicn  HKain*t 
kit  clan,  thi  DrumniDnd  bjr  whObA  aiin^ian^  Duvid  Murriy 
hbd  c^nrwd,  rteil  lo  Jrvlond,  uiUi],  by  ni^c'Jini  of  the  perar^n 
whoMj  lifeha  hai!  laved,  he  wu  pormitied  lo  retxim  in  Wcoi- 
biid,  ivh<!hro  ha  aiiiL  hm  deicundantJi  wur?  [JiBlin^fUiiiliEid  bf  the 
aarqt!  of  Dnimmond-Eirinich.  or  Eniueh^  that  ii,  D  ruin  mood  of 
Inland  ;  and  %iw  •ame  title  wai  betiowod  un  their  cftate. 

Thi^  rirummond  emorh  i>f  Jmni^Ji  the  &ixth'4  tunc  wm  a 
klni  i  forett*T  in  tlia  tor\-ii  of  {i^k-afirtriGy,  or>d  chanced  to  bt 
•fTiffloyed  there  in  ta^rth  of  veinifon  about  the  year  i^^^  or 
toJjjr  m  isas,  Thii  UiTwrl  waa  adjicmt  lo  the  chref  haunu  of 
Ihi^  >facGre^on,Qf  a  Fjorticutar  rare  Df  thi»m,  k no wn^uhe  title 
•r  Mact:n^h,  ar  Children  oflhq  Miat-  They  eoniid^P  t.h#  fo- 
iraler'x  huniinir  in  their  vicinity  na  an  adr«itsian,  or  pcrhapa 
thflf  hotj  him  rU  fouJ,  forih^  apprj^hi^niion  or  KtauaMteroffKirne 
of  itiL-ir  uWTi  nainc,  ai  for  ■otm?  limilar  ti»itpon.  Thiji  tribq  af 
llacGrorord  were  ouCJjLwed  and  iocr*&f  ut^d,  aa  the  rtsndi^r  naaj- 
tet  m  Ut)«lnttr>dtictiDn  t^  Kob  Koy  ]  and  every  injin'i  hartd  beirnf 
aEfcjxnt  them.  il>*ir  hand  wnt  of  <sour«o  dtrffcted  apiiofit  evtrj 
■nan.  bi  uhoriH  ther  •Hfpriaed  nnd  Mew  Dnimrnond  emoctip  tut 
c0  hia  head,  and  carried  it  wjth  thetn,  wrapt  m  mie  comer  uf 
one  of  itseiT  pLQidir 

In  Lh?  full  pi,q1t^ijiin  of  vi*na*anc*K  Iheyatopred  at  tluthodaa 
Of  Ard^'oirljch  and  demqnded  rr-fr^ifhTiKrai.  which  this  lady,  a 
lifter  of  ilm  murdered  Orummond-t^morh,  ih«r  lioiband  btsing 
Bbien[,>  wq*  trmnk  t^i  unwilljji;  to  reruia.  Sba  c^uiitcd  br«id 
atHl  r.hetiiis  to  bi;  pilnced  Iwfurv  tbcm,  and  jraro  dimrti&na  for 
more  tubitanliaJ  rerre^haienLii  lo  b$  pr^pari<d.  While  ihe  urq* 
abwMitwith  ihie  honi^i table  int«nLiH^<n^  the  biubaiinns  placed  the 
bead  af  ht^r  brothof  on  Ihe  tahlv,  filllnic  ibe  modih  with  brrncl 
and  chi>i>«7,  and  biddioi  him  cai,  fur  many  a  imiTTj  nn.al  Iw  had 
«ii.[^n  111  ihnt  hou^i. 

Ttie  EMX^r  wflman  returning,  and  behoidrnf  thii  drendful  "islit, 
■hriclteil  alttud,  and  fled  iitto  ilie  wood*,  where,  a»  de*cfiben  in 
tiu>  romanre,  ftut  rntiiti;f?d  A,  ?nvinff  rnamac,  nnd  fot  iomA  time 
ae(^n?t'.ML  hernflf  fratn  ah  living  vuqiaty.  Soma  rvmnkning  m- 
itjnctive  feeling  broujthl  her  at  length  to  bLi-jiI  i  jrLance  from  a 
difianrp  Ht  tJm  ninid(;nE  whtJe  tlufy  nutkrd  tiie  cowi,  wliich 
iseiot  Eibiarv&d,  hi^r  ^lOdhan(l,  Arrlvnirhch^  had  her  convchj^e^ 
back  to  her  borne,  and  derain^d  her  tliem  Ull  aha  lava  birth  lo 
a  childn  ofwhym  abo  had  been  pregnant  i  After  wliicb  aba  waa 
fl'j^fTi'^J  futduaJ^r  to  rwroTer  hr»r  mf'ntal  facuUrea, 
Altrnnwinto  tkiii  oiitl'nw'^  hid  oiETied  to  Ihi^uunn^^t  thair  tnjFulta 

KBia»l  Lba  rvfaJ  nulbont]^,  wbai^h  indeed,  a^  <^ti^retiitHl,  they 
4  LIlUe  rea>on  fur  reiptcttn^T.  They  hore  tho  iAtne  t.kiudir 
tmphy,  whith  they  had  mo  aiivapily  exhibited  to  thn  Udf  of 
Anlt^Hirr^tch,  into  Ihe  old  church  of  BqlE^uiddnr^  i>aarl7  in  the 
■pnuv  of  their  country,  wheri;  ttu^  Lairtl  of  JVlarGreaor  and  all 
nit  t]Mi\  beina  i!:onveneQ  for  the  pun"04e^  latO  thctr  handu  smq- 
ccdkfiilr  nn  Lite  dtiad  ouin'*  b^i^ad,  nndfwofv,  m  hi'aEhitnit]i  and 
btrtnrutti  tnaoner,  to  >i<e:rcrttl  thq  nutlior  eif  thb  d«»rd.  ThiF'  n^ree 
■ad  viodKlivecoiTiibjliatiftn  five  t)i«!  aiithor'a  Inl^and  Jnrncnled 
(haadptiirAlejLiindijr  Bovwvli,  Uorc^  auLjji"c=t  far  a  Bt'jriti^rt  iioiin, 
•atitlad  "CJoo  Ali»<n'«  Vow,"  whidi  waa  pnotcd,  but  not,  t 

The  fart  [«  aawrtninetl  by  a  rrodarnation  frnm  the  Privy 
Couafil  dafi^tl  ah  Fi?hruftrjr,  ISW.  dj«r.iinff  Mticm  of  fire  und 
anfordikfiiintfl  theM  acGrHfi  ttt*  T  h  i  >  A-u  rfu  E  c  inmm  ia^  i  fhn  ^i  aa 
tteealjfJ  WLlh  unflooinion  fury.  The  IrtTt'  eirclSent  John  Bu 
iciiAnaa  of  Cajiibutmure  cbowed  the  nut  hat  Boii>i2  correapnhd- 
taas  betwE>f^  hiM  anRearor,  tho  I-aird  nf  Ihi^hanan,  and  IjotA 
l^twmu'a^,  oiboui  awee-|itng  certain  talicya  with  tlieir  fallow- 
an,  oa  a  died  lima  and  renieivous,  and  "  ttikiiif  swaet  re- 
tvafpfnr  me  dftath  of  thtir  cousin,  llrammand  cmoth."  In 
l^rtEq  nf  all^  howc^-or^  that  could  be  done,  thu  devoted  trib^^  of 
tIac(jTTror  BiiEl  bred  up  aurvivoti  to  luaLain  aad  \a  Laflict  oaw 
WnetUfiiaJhl  LaJuhaif.I 

i  1  <B»tv£»  the  f>ppotiBrt'Uy  firaB  na  by  k  aacnd  aiantlda  trf  thii 

fruit,  V  a!kic*  An  trmtj  «hLEh  IbBbIm  Tp  an  J ttd i ridbhi E  aim«d  Ciat 
tUhr  MxCJrffUf ,  Uwh  iJ*4(hlar  of  Uw  ptwlaali  ml  tltt  h^Miw  of  GWnrniha. 

^ifflufi  kii  najEhed  urn*  nlMid  ^ruAj  m.  umluFT  b*ton  iha  tuLdt:  in  qu«*' 
•to  fad  HaJd  bik,  dunfonp  ban  ^^aa*  tba  aruit  atlWa  luatiDapii 


M?Anwbiti>  yaong  Jai^wi  Shiwart  of  Ardvaprliciti  iftew  ap  li} 
m^^nhtitDd,  uncommonly  tiill^arronf,  nnd  qrtiie,  with  BurJ^ptiWcr 
in  the  fraar^  af  his  iumd  in  pariiciflar,  a  a  couEd  lum?  ih^  bfund 
from  beneath  th»  naiilji  of  t h*^  [Mfrsortu  v, ho  coniendud  wiiti  hiin 
In  rhi*  feat  of  ainengih  His  tbrnr^r  waa  mnodj ,  fli*fri».  add 
im.tr  jf tie  ;:  jfel  hR  mu^t  havo  iind  »onk<  oflcnsibloioctd  qualitie^i 
aj  hi-  wan  tfre:irEy  t)i:]^^vtrd  by  Lord  Kii  pan  t^  the  eEdett  aou  af 
Ibp  Earl  of  Airth  and  ft^-ntejifh. 

TMin  ^llat^t  yount  Emblem  an  joiaefl  Moritraao  in  tha  aertEat 
up  hill  standard  in  tt44,  juaibeAin}  tha  deciiiive  bafUo  at  Ti|^ 
perniuir„  on  Ihe  lal  Seplembcr  in  lhn(  year.  At  thai  Lime, 
STcwari  of  ArdvoirMdi  ili&rKt  thpcoiifldetiocaf  tiis  }<3tinirLord 
h}  dny,  andhi^  bed  bj  nij^ht,  when,  about  fuurar  hv^daya  aftef 
itju  btiEile^  Ardvoitiith,  eittier  frfjm  a.  fit  tif  suddf  n  funr  or  deop 
njatice  Eonn^f^LiiETtained  ^iisiiin^^^xi  UfiiiU^pecTintrfriflndi  atahb«>d 
Lord  KilpunE  Eo  iJto  heart,  rmd  e^capod  frt<in  the  &mu  of  Mon- 
tT4>.r,  havin?  killed  a  jdniinel  who  attempij^d  lu  detain  ttitn. 
ti^limj)  Gutliria  etwi  ma  rca>Ginfor  thii  vjIlainouK  action,  Ibnt 
I^irE  Kilponihad  rcjecied  with  abiiorrenco  A  rrypoaal  of  Ard- 
Vfjirhch  to  oiiqM^ftinaE^  Montnitip  But  it  do**  not  appear  thdC 
thAffi  ia  any  nUThoTJty  fur  tliii  ciiai'sv,  whjrh  rt-irta  no  mera  am 
picrioii^,  ArtEtolrEich,.  ttif*  Btujuu^in,  cortamly  did  fly  to  tlia  C»- 
Teniaineri^  and  wflj  umptojed  and  proitioEcd  by  them.  Ha  oh- 
laifii'i  n  imrdun  fnr  thu  •[auflttar  of  tord  ICiipatH,  conlintied 
hv  PiiKicimniit  in  ]9iA,  and  waa  made  Major  of  Arpyla'a  raiti- 
nifi  I T  i  n  I F  i  SI     .^u  *-  h  arf  tbo  fActa  of  the  tal« ,  here  « I  van  aa  a,  La- 

S^nd  mT  Monints*!'^  war*.  Tlia  raadur  wil]  Ikid  tl*ey  are  tonii- 
trtihlvalrrrfil  1(]  rho  fiiciititiua  iiarraTii-o. 

'f  Piu  aL>iiirir  hOd  tfCKfeavoured  lo  enhvcn  tiietmcedrof  tbelalO 
by  iJic  introdurrimn  I'f  a  pervoaace  propi^r  tu  Ibo  t;iti«i)nd  caun- 
tr,  in  tEiiJi  he  ha*  bn?n  held  by  citcc'EJitnL  indues  to  have  bt^n 
in  tom^  deiTTVe  mcceajfwL  The  conienipt  of  commerctf  ei^tcr- 
tnin^fd  by  ynuna  men  having  iorne  pretener  to  Bfn'ility.  thv  po- 
verty of  tJie  cauijiry  of  f^foilnnd,  iha  nniianaJ  diKpoiitioa  to 
vmsidtrin*  and  (a  nd venture,  ah  coridue^'d  to  lead  tJi*  3oat« 
ahruflil  Tnio  tho  nnlrtary  lervjce  of  countriea  whi.cb  worv  ai 
war  wKEs  ea^b  other.  They  were  di^iinguiahed  on  the  wjnti* 
Rem  by  t)ieir  bravery  ;  but  in  adn;iiinff  Ihe  trade  of  mofc^n^rf 
inttjlier!!,  tEjey  noceji«irity  aijnted  iJteir  national  dbarneter,  Tha 
LincTure  Of  leaminf,  wisiiLh  mo^t  of  tham  powi-iiicd,  dceenert- 
It^d  intn  pedantry ;  their  |ood  brreding  became  mere  ecremo- 
n1al  i  tEjeir  fr^ar  af  diAhonout  no  lunjfer  kept  thnin  aloof  frani 
thfit  whjf^h  WB»  really  uhworL|>y,  bur  waii  madp<*  to  dt^pend  oa 
cerinini^miciilioijji  obiian-hncM»  rotaJly  ajjari  f^tru  tliJit  which 
wpd  in  itA'lf  dejKr\'iq;i^  of  prajpu:,  A  cavalier  of  haoour^  in 
■enrtrh  of  iii*  !Oriune,  miaht,  for  Mamr^e,  chant*  hi«  «ervJr» 
hn  ho  woutd  Ui9  iiuft,  fSarUi,.  \i\e  ihe  doufhty  Captain  naljpetty, 
in  •T-tiia  cao«>  afitr  another,  without  rpifurd  to  rJie  justice  of  tha 
qnnrn'ri  and  mipht  plunder  the  itt^nannEty  ralijccEcd  to  him  by 
thi^  fnti^of  warwitb  thi;  moat  unrrEpntu>if  rapacity  j  but  hti  mnU 
h'-^^  HT^  hieiw  hirt  itu4i(!ihed  Ehe«UfhtepL  repro»c3i^  oven  from  n, 
fimjut-rtn,  if  it  hqd  rcfard  to  oex^le^ii  on  tlia  score  of  duty. 
'IE II.  follow inf  occurrendB  witl  prove  Iha  truth  of  what  t 
mv  IIP  .— 

■'  ijt^rp  T  rr^uift  noi  forpet  the  memory  of  one  rr»rhiT,  Haale; 
Vtllmiji  FiiTEii^rt^,  a  pn  nctier  ftir  una  Ed  i  en,  jca.  und  a  r^ntama 

|i i-'di?  U.t  lend  ft)u]6ii:r<f  an  a  ^rmd  ncrajfion,  hetn^  fbU  of  et.**!- 

TqijL'-,  M  Jilt  dijnretion  and  fond  contloCT.  b^yund  ^ensccaplmnai^ 
J  iiit\i  kiii>wnr>,  Hint  woro  itot  t-a  capable  ai  he.  At  thta  tima 
he  ls^^t  fjiiei)-  proyfd  for  ua,  but  wf*ni  on  with  oa,  to  rrmprka.  na 
T  tinrike.  nieni')n:arTiaFT,' t  and  h)vvjn4;  h>imd  a  wrteitnt  naftect- 
1 11-  Uu  lit'  (UT'1  hta  honour  at  mith  a  time,  (whort  name  I  wiU 
i.^i  rc-^cM  hrivina  chidden  hiinn  did  proniiflo  to  revealehitn 
"  iML'.  J,-  be  did  aftar  llH>ij'«?r\i[-ft.  Theiar^anlbein^  called 
bi'ibr^!  nic.  nnd  arcuted,  did  d^ay  hii  aecusatjun,  aUtaurinyK  i( 
hi!  w^w  no  pactouf  thnt  had  alleddcd  it,  h»  wanhl  pot  hattndcr 
the  trvjury.  Tlie  pwacher  ofliired  lo  fl('ht  with  him,  [in  praof.l 
Iha)  It  was  Imih  ho  had  N^'aken  of  him  :  whertuprjn  I  ca^hiertsd 
11  tt  tiprffani,  and  (rave  hit-  plftca  to  a  wDttiuar.  calked  Munio 
Grfif,  ^^  .^niJernaii  of  fiOHjd  worth,  and  af  mui^h  eour*^*.  The 
■pr(fp?ant  [Liring  ca^hier^vd.  never  cfltii-d  Majler  Wilharn  lo  ac- 
t^iiniE,  ffJT  wEiidi  buwaa  ctill  IhoUflitfif;  ao  Uial  ho  retired 
home,  and  ^juit  th'^  wafrvp.*' 

Ttie  aboviMtuotaiioii  ia  takt.n  Pram  a  wark  whie'h  the  author 
rrtteatedfy  conwjllcd  while  {^ompDniogU^e folio winfa1ie'-l>[,  and 
whtch  ia  in  fret  I  men^oif  wriUen  in  the  iiumour  at  Cantaln 
nil  raid  JM.Ig«tlir.  It  beara  the  follow!  njT  formtdabla  titlo  '  - 
"  MON^o  hia  Eapodition  with  tho  worttif  Sea  La  Ka^m^i^ 
TIlp  mlir^k^  da^s  ncii  rmE  wlih  a^t.u  t  ilWlaEmf^l  b^Enf  rcipoitiltilc  far 
p<f  imiliiiDr^  tthiEi  ]  i}ito(«d  ll,  bql  w hh  vul a*^  f>*P«^»  ^' ti 1 1-"^'  ife  aJwiiyt 
djvfi'citp'ii  H3  tsefil^  rentftrlifttile  ^cLiam  in  a"  rdmulmliilt  Li»nifr.^-fi«a  iN* 
wrifr„'Lnn  |^>*uf  t,  H0J5  Hsjy,  J«lTadu(^1ion,  p  i-  J  •od  *b  mh  iltwy  ^ht 
i^ff^i^dtd  i»hR.nii;irii  of  DnfialdCiu  9d4br 

h  ^^  wiUi  m\nrimi  pyaaatoi  aad  Aha*  iltai  T  r#e(ini  ih«  mtyit  infL^t- 
ant  «rt(rr,  id  h^viflft  afa«eAa«d  aa  ^c^brd  my  Inmnl  AcetuAlnUini?*, 
th^  RtfT  r*».  fimiiflffltr,  iplAtPtBT  of  A^cffuS]  -"JS**  Hob  Haj,  ahap.  30, 
M  W  1  rannot  d^w  tr^hMfl  Oi*  prfcl*i  rroithJ  of  mT  flepritliif  my 
Uirij^rE  Knd  fitfuhriti  tfifn-E  of  bU  PFlii*Tic<r>  uitltu,  LiRft  Mr.  Kh%«T^1fl 

fw-.ir^.muvit  ia  lllf  p»n«b,  Elhf  nutiJaot  OnctoiT  tM.d  mmtit  a  ih^m  Vlp  lA 
'ri  i  t?  .1  piid,  w  tih  V  h<»^  WMdirii  ha  L»  Vf  wall  aeiqu  a  i  nif d^  Dm  kawtwwt 
I  kn^r  ^4*f  br(o  knialid,  my  n>friFl  h  mail  lincsnt  fcr  lt«*^  i^rmt 
Utchi  n  T'TtmUQi ;  «ad  DO  i>i>t  v«fl  DC  mart  f^    "* 

(H<^  Mtd  Uui  Dr.  Ctimi^tmf  y'-^llfmmi 
dWi^LAitd  LoitrKU^n  of  hi*  broUiK  antJqaaatafc 
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wlM  BfaeKere*!  i 


nt,  levied  in  Ai 


OffUft  IftM,  bf  Sir  Do- 

•  Mejettie't  sorvioe  of 


I  iCfinieal. 

Mid  MaeKeye  Lord  Kees  Colonel,  for  hit  iu«j«>si.ie  «•»•▼•»«  v, 
Denmark,  end  reduced  efter  Uie  battle  of  Neriin^.  in  Septem 
ber  1684,  at  Wormet,  in  the  Palx :  discharged  in  ieveral  du* 
tif9  and  obeervationa  of  Mnrtee,  flnt,iiader  |he  umi naatmouk 
Kaff  of  Denmark,  dorina  hie  wan  acaintt  the  Empire  {  afte^ 
wards  under  the  invincible  Kinc  of  Sweden,  during  his  Ma- 
viitto's  lifetime ;  and  since  under  the  Director-General,  tiie 
Rex -Chancellor  Oxensteme,  and  his  Generals:  Cotleoted  h»»a 
gathered  logethbr,  at  soare  hour*,  by  Colonel  Robert  Monro, 
as  Pint  Lieutenant  undior  the  said  Regiment,  to  the  noble  and 
worthy  Captain  Thomas  MaoKeoste  of  KUdon,  brother  to  the , 
noble  Lord,  the  Lord  Earl  of  Seafbrth,  for  the  use  of  all  ao> 
ble  Cavaliers  favouring  the  laudable  profession  of  arma.  To 
whicli  is  annexed,  the  Abridgement  of  Exercise,  and  divers 
Practical  Observations  for  the  Younger  Officer,  his  considera* 
tion.  Eodinr  with  the  Soldier's  Meditations  on  goinf  on  Ser* 
vice."— London,  1637. 

Another  worthy  of  the  same  school,  and  nearly  the  same  views 
•f  the  military  character,  is  Sir  James  Turner,  a  soldier  of  for- 
tune, who  rose  to  considerable  rank  in  tlie  reign  of  Charles  IL, 
had  a  command  in  Galloway  and  Dumfries-shire,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Conventicles,  and  was  made  prisoner  by  th^  insur- 
EDt  Covenanters  in  that  rising  which  was  followed  by  tlie 
ttle  of  Pentland.  Sir  James  is  a  person  even  of  superior  pre- 
tensions to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Monro,  having  written  a  Mili- 
tary Treatise  on  the  Pike  Exercise,  called /'Pallas  Arroata." 
Moreover,  he  was  educated  at  Glasgow  College,  thougli  he  ee- 
caped  to  become  an  Enitign  in  the  Garman  wars,  instead  of 
taking  his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  That  learned  seminary. 

In  latter  tinies,  he  was  author  of  several  discourses  on  histo- 
rical and  literary  subiects,  from  which  the  Bannatyne  Club  have 
extracted  and  printed  such  passages  as  eonccm  his  Life  and 
Times,  under  the  title  of  "  Sir  James  Turner's  Memoira."  From 
this  curious  book  I  extract  the  following  passage,  as  an  exam- 
ple of  how  Captain  Dalgetty  might  have  recorded  such  an  inci- 
dent liad  he  kept  a  journal,  or,  to  give  It  a  more  just  character, 
it  is  such  as  the  genius  of  De  Foe  would  have  devised,  to  give 
the  minute  and  distinj^ukhing  features  of  truth  to  a  fictiUous 
narrative :— 

"  Heere  I  will  set  doun  ane  accident  befell  me;  for  thoch  it 
was  not  a  very  strange  one.  jret  it  was  a  verjrod  one  in  all  its 
parts.  My  tuo  brigads  lay  m  a  village  witliin  halfo  a  mile  of 
Applebie ;  my  own  quarter  Mras  In  a  gentleman's  house,  who 
was  a  Ritmaster.  and  at  tliat  time  with  Sir  Marmaduke ;  his 
wife  keepd  her  chamber  readio  to  be  broux ht  to  bed.  The  cae- 
tle  b<}ing  over,  and  Lafnbert  ftrre  enough,  1  resolved  to  goo  to 
bed  everie  nigtit,  haveing  had  fatigue  enoux h  before.  The  first 
flight  I  sleepd  well  enough ;  and  nseing  nut  morning,  I  misd 
one  linnen  stockine,  one  nalfe  silke  one,  and  one  boothoce,  tlio 
aecoustrement  under  a  boote  for  one  leg ;  neither  could  the^  be 
found  for  any  search.  Being  provided  of  more  of  the  same  kind, 
I  made  myselfe  reddie,  and  rode  to  the  head-quarters.  At  my 
leturpe,  1  could  heare  no  news  of  my  stockins.  That  night  1 
Went  to  bed.  and  nixt  morning  founde  myselfb  just  so  used  ; 
missing  (he  tliree  stockins  for  one  leg  onlle,  the  other  three  being 
left  Intira  as  they  were  the  day  before.  A  narrower  search  then 
the  first  was  made,  bot  without  successe.  I  had  yet  in  reserve 
one  paire  of  whole  stockings,  and  a  pair  of  boothose,  greater 
then  tlie  former.  These  I  put  on  my  legs.  The  third  morning 
I  found  the  same  usage,  the  stockins  for  one  leg  onlie  left  me. 
It  was  Ume  for  me  then,  and  my  servants  too,  to  imagine  it 
must  be  rata  that  had  shard  my  stockins  so  inequallie  wiUi  me : 
and  this  the  mistress  of  the  house  knew  well  enough,  but  wold 
flot  tell  it  me.  The  ro(>me,  which  was  a  low  parlour,  being  well 
nearched  with  candles,  the  top  of  my  great  bootlioce  wasTound 
at  a  hole,  in  which  they  had  drawne  all  the  rest  I  went 
abroad  ana  ordered  the  boards  to  be  raised,  toaee  howthe  rata 
had  dispoed  of  my  moveables.  The  mistrMs  sent  a  servant  of 
ber  oooe  to  be  present  at  this  action,  which  she  knew  concemd 
her.    One  board  boiof  bot  *  liula  opend,  a  litla  boy  of  mine 


thrust  in  his  hand,  and  fotchd  xritb  him  fovre  uoi  tmmki  iM 
peeoes  of  gold,  and  one  angelL  The  servant  of  tlie  boose  tf^ 
Armed  it  appertaind  to  his  mistres.  The  boy  tNingimr  the  piM 
lo  me,  I  went  imroediatlie  to  the  geotleworoans  chamber,  mi4 
toM  hn,  it  was  probable  Lambm  haveisc  qaorftrd  in  6iat 
house,  OS  indeed  he  )Md,  some  of  hh  servants  might  have  hie! 
that  gold  i  and  if  so,  it  was  lawAillie  mine :  bot  tf  she  eovld 
make  it  appeare  it  belongd  to  her.  I  aotild  immediatlie  girm  it 
her.  The  pooro  gentlewoman  told  me  with  many  tearea,  that 
her  husband  being  none  of  the  fnuallest  men,  (and  indMd  h« 
was  a  spendthrift,)  she  had  hid  that  gold  without  his  know- 
ledge, to  make  use  of  it  as  she  bad  occasioo,  e^teeiaOia  wh— 
she  lay  if  {  and  eoiuared  roe,  as  I  lovd  the  King,  (for  wheai  tor 
husband  and  she  had  snfil^rd  much,)  not  to  dcUine  bar  gold. 
She  said,  if  there  was  either  more  or  lesse  then  fours  aod  Unsilla 
whole  peeces,  and  two  halfe  ones,  it  sovid  be  none  of  hers ;  oad 
that  they  were  put  by  her  in  a  red  velvet  purse.  After  I  bad 
given  her  assureauee  of  her  gold,  a  new  seareh  is  made,  th* 
otiier  ongell  is  found,  the  velvet  purse  all  gnawd  i»  bi'a,  a*  mr 
stockins  were,  and  the  gold  instantlie  restord  to  tite  f  ontlewe- 
man.  I  have  oftea  heard  that  the  oating  or  gaawiag  of  elcKtha 
by  rats  is  ominous,  and  portendr  some  mischanee  to  ftll  oa 
these  to  whom  the  doths  belonf  I  thank  God  I  waa  never  ad- 
dicted to  such  divinations,  or  heeded  titesn.  It  is  true,  that 
more  misfortunes  then  one  fell  on  me  shmtlie  mder ;  bot  I  as 
sure  I  could  liave  better  forseene  them  myselfo  then  rats  or  any 
such  verroine,  and  yet  did  it  not  I  have  heard  hideed  nMUsy 
fine  stories  told  of  rats,  how  they  abandon  hoosee  and  shiao. 
when  the  first  an  to  be  burnt,  and  ttie  second  dround.  Natn^ 


ists  say  they  are  very  sagacious  creatures,  and  1  beleeve  thajr 
are  so  -,  bot  I  shall  haver  m  of  the  opinion  they  ean  foraee  A»- 
lura  contingencies,  which  1  suppose  the  divetl  himselfo 


neither  forknow  nor  fortell ;  these  being  things  whieh  the  Al- 
mighty hath  keepd  hidden  in  the  bosom  of  his  divine  presoi- 
ence.  And  whither  tlie  great  God  hath  preordained  or  pradea 
tinated  these  things,  which  to  us  are  contingent,  to  fall  oat  br 
ane  uncontrollable  and  unavoidable  necessitio,  la  aqoeatioa  not 
yet  decided."* 

In  quoting  these  ancient  authorities,  I  must  not  forget  iha 
more  modem  sketch  of  a  Scottish  soldier  of  the  old  foahioa,  by 
a  master-hand,  in  the  character  of  Lesn»ahar*w,  since  the  ea- 
isteno^Alhat  doughty  Captain  alone  must  deiirrve  the  preMSit 
autlioi^Hll  claim  to  absolute  originality.  Still  Dalgetty,  ae  the 
productioh  of  his  own  fancy,  has  been  so  Au-  a  tavonrite  with  Ha 
parent,  that  he  has  fallen  into  the  error  of  asaigatnc  to  Mi« 
Captain  too  prominent  a  part  in  the  story.  This  ia  the  opinion 
of  a  critic  who  encamps  on  the  highes^innnaeiea  of  literatim ; 
and  tlie  author  is  so  fer  fortunate  in  Ittving  incurred  his  eeo- 
sure,  that  it  gives  his  modestjr  a  decent  apology  for  qoothtg  the 
praise,  which  it  would  have  ill-befltted  him  to  bring  forward  in 
an  unmingled  sute.  The  passage  occurs  in  the  Edinburgh  Re> 
view.  No.  86,  containing  a  critioism  on  Ivanhoe  j— 

"  There  is  too  much,  perhaps,  of  Dalgetty,— or,  rather,  be 
engrosses  too  neat  a  proportion  of  tha  work,— for,  in  hinMolf. 
we  tliink  he  is  wiiformly  entertaining ;— and  the  author  baa 
nowhere  sbovm  more  affinity  to  that  matchless  spirit  who  ctnM 
bring  out  his  FalstaflTs  and  his  Pistols,  in  act  after  act,  and  ptaiy 
after  olar,  and  exercise  them  every  time  wiMi  scenes  of  «•■ 
bounded  loquacity,  without  either  exhausting  their  hummsr,  or 
varying  a  note  ftom  its  characteristie  tone,  than  in  his  lorfa 
and  reiterated  tpec^meas  of  the  eloquence  of  the  redoubted 
Ritt-master.  The  general  idea  of  the  character  is  flunilior  la 
our  oomie  dramatists  after  the  Restoration— and  may.be  said  ia 
soHM  measure  to  be  compounded  of  Captain  Fluellen  and  Bo- 
badil  ;-^bttt  the  ludicrous  eombination  of  the  »oUMd$  with  the 
Divinity  student  of  Moresehal  College,  is  entirely  original ;  and 
the  mixture  of  talent,  aelfishneia,  eouragOL  coarseons.ond  com- 
oeit,  was  never  ao  happily  exemplified.  Numerpus  aa  hii 
speeches  are,  there  is  not  one  that  ia  not  ehareetaristM-aad,  It 
our  taste,  divertingly  ludicrous.*' 

*  Sir  JuMB  Tomer's  Msoioin,  Baaaalyvs  EdIlisB,  p.  tk 
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Net 

tn  scarcity  of  my  late  friend*spoem  may  be  an  axense  for 
adding  the  spirited  conclusion  of  Clan  Alpines  vow.  The  Clon 
Oregor  has  met  in  the  ancient  church  of  Bolquidder.  The  head 
•f  DriUBmnnd-Emoch  is  placed  on  the  altar,  covered  for  a  time 
with  the  banner  of  tha  tnbe.    The  Chief  of  the  tribe  ad^«ncaa 


In  tiM  altar 


"  And  paiuing,  en  tbt  banntr  gstsd  ; 
I  eri«d  in  sewn,  bis  flngsr  ntasd, 
a  «M  Um  hoM  of  SooUand's  khig  |* 
And,  wtth  A  qa)*k  sod  angry  ding. 


Tbaalng  th«  pafsaat  •cxmn  away, 
Tha  daad  man'*  head  before  hlei  lay. 
Uaawvad  be  eeana'd  the  vteage  oSr, 
The  dotted  looks  were  dark  with  goee, 
TIm  Ciatoffoe  widi  eenvnlalon  crisi, 
Tbeeyee oonlerted,  sank, aaddtak 
Bat  nnappall  *d,  la  angry  bmmmI, 
Whh  le««riagbtow, — ^ 


WHh  le««riag  mow,  oMnviod  be  atood. 
Upon  the  boiid  Me  band  right  haad 
Be  laid«  the  other  giaee'd  ble  hnadt 
Then  kaeellng,  erfedV^  To  Heaven  1  swe 
This  deed  of  death  I  own,  and  ahassi 
Ae  traly,  fuHy  aiine.  «e  tboogh 
Thie  my  tIglM  bawl  had  detdTthe  hiewi 
Cams  tbsa,  eu  fasBMn,  ens,  eosM  aB  I 


If  to  fevsBfe  this  ealtilTa  fall 

One  blade  u  bared,  one  bov  ledrawa. 

Mine  ererlaetlng  peace  I  pawn, 

To  claim  tttm  them,  or  claim  tttm  bla. 

In  retribution,  limb  for  limb. 

In  eodden  flray,  or  open  etrire, 

Thla  steel  ehaU  naOu  Uf«  for  lUb.' 

'  •  He  eeaaed  (  and  at  hie*beckonhw  wd. 

The  clanemen  to  the  alUr  trod  | 

And  not  a  whiipcr  breathed  aroand, 

And  nonght  wae  heard  of  mortal  eoaad. 

Save  from  the  clanking  arme  they  bora. 

That  rattled  on  the  marbk  floor ; 

And  each,  ae  he  approach'd  in  haste. 

Upon  the  aealp  hie  right  band  placed  t 

Widi  livid  lip.  and  gadier'd  braw, 

Each  uttered,  in  bit  torn,  the  vow. 

Fieree  Malcolm  wateh'd  the  paeaing  smm. 

And  eeareh'd  them  throac h  with  glaaoes  kimK 

Then  daeh'd  a  tcar-drep  from  Me  eye : 

Unbid  U  eam»--he  knew  not  why.. 

Exalting  high,  he  towering  etood  t 

*  Kinvien,^  he  cried.  *  oT AIpln*e  blssd. 

And  wonhy  of  Clan  Alpin'e  naaM, 

Dnetala*d  by  eowatdlae  and  ehame, 

f'ea  do,  jpan  aeoht.  In  Uaw  of  lU 

ShaU  be  dan  AlplB'a  Isgaad  sUN  I*  •• 
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rr  kM  torn  <i^pated  whettMr  tlte  Chfldran  of  tke  M iit  were 
mmi  MacGreirori.  or  wliother  thej  were  not  oatlawi  named 
MwDooftld.  belonffinf  to  Ardnamilrohan.  TtM  fotlowtof  act  of 
tiM  Privy  Cofnoil  aeena  to.deetde  the  queatioa  :— 

E4inhttrgh,  4tk  Pebrumrf,  IfiHi 

'*Tb«  MflM  dMTf  the  Lorda  or  Secret  Cottoeil  beinr  erediWie 
inlbnBed  ot  f«  cntei  and  misclMivoua  proce«dinff  or  f  wicked 
CtaoKrifor,  M>  l«nc  coatinneing  in  Wood,  slaaghters,  hershipa, 
aaniiMt  reifla,  mad  atotitha  committed  upon  hit  Hienecr*  peace* 
aUa  and  good  aiibtieota ;  inhabiting  re  oonntrie*  ewest  yebraya 
of  y  BigtilaDda,  thir  moner  yeara  bygone ;  but  specially  heir 
lAerre  erael  murder  of  umqll  Jo.  Drummond  of  Dnironionoy* 
lyach,  hi*  Matjedtiea  proper  tenoant,  and  one  of  hia  fostera  of 
Gleaaxte^,  comnaitted  upon  ye  day  of  laat  by- 

patt.be  eertain  •f  ye  aaid  clan,  be  ye  council  and  determinatioo 
•i  ya  haill,  avow  and  to  defend  ye  authora  yrof  qoever  wald 
penew  A>r  ruvenge  of  ye  «ame,  qll  ye  mid  Jo.  wai  occupied  in 
te&tng  of  veniMAO  to  hia  Hieoeta,  at  oomroaiid  of  Pat  Lord 
DrasMDond,  ctewait  ef  Strathame,  and  principal  forrealer  of 
Gl«aartitey  ;  tlie  Queen,  hie  Majeatiea  deaireat  i pouae,  being  ya 
•bortlie  looked  for  to  arrive  in  thi«  realm.  Likeat,  dfter  ye 
■tarder  committed,  ye  authors  yrof  culled  off  ye  said  umqll  Jo. 

Ta  iMad.  and  cairied  tlM  aame  to  tfaa  Laird  of  M'Oh- 


gor,  who,  and  the  haill  nmaroeof  M*Grigora,  vmwkxir  eon- 
vaiaed  upon  the  Sunday  yraftor,  at  the  Kirit  of  Bucnquhidder : 
qr  they  cauaed  ye  laid  mnqll  John**  head  to  be  pnted  to  ym,  and 
yr  avowing  ye  sd  murder  to  have  been  committed  by  yr  com- 
munion, council,  and  determination,  laid  yr  huids  -upon  the 
pow,  and  in  eithnilc,  and  barbaroui  manner,  ewear  to  defend  ye 
authon  of  ye  ed  murder,  in  maist  proud  contempt  of  our  novm 
Lord  and  hia  authoritie,  and  in  evil  example  to  dthers  wicked 
limnoaria  to  do  ye  like,  give  ya  tail  be  iufibred  to  remain  unpii- 
niahed." 

Then  followa  a  oommiaakm  to  the  Earli  of  Huntly,  Argyle. 
Athole,  Montroee,  Pat  Lord  Drummond,  Ja.  CommoKlator  uf 
Incheflray,  And.  Campbel  of  Lochinnel,  Duncan  Campbel  of 
Ardkinglae,  Laucblaoe  M'Intoth  of  Dunnauchtane.  Sir  Jo.  Mur 
rya  of  Tulhbarden.  knL,  Geo.  Buchanan  of  that  Ilk,  and  And. 
M'Fariane  of  Ariquocher,  to  learch  for  and  apprehend  AlajiteC 
M'Qrigor  of  Gleo^tre,  <and  a  number  of  otheri  noroinatini J 
"  and  all  otliera  of  the  Mid  Clangrigor,  or  ye  oMistarB,  culpable 
of  the  aaid  od'oua  murther,  or  of  thift,  reaet  of  thifc;  hcr»hi|»a, 
and  ■omingB,  qrever  they  may  be  opprehended.  And  if  they 
riftue  to  be  taken,  or  flees  to  strengUis  and  houaes,  to  pursue 
and  aasege  them  with  fire  and  sword ;  and  this  commission  to 
endure  for  the  space  of  three  years." 

Such  was  tlie  ayftem  of  police  in  1589 ;  and  such  the  state  of 
Sooliaad  nearly  thirty  yeara  after  the  Reformation. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Wnu  these  pagea  were  paaamg  trough  die  preaa,  the  author 
Mttived  a  totter  <Yom  the  preaent  Robert  Stewart  of  Ardvuir* 
mh,  (kvovring  bim  with  the  aocount  of  the  unhappy  aiaughter 


«(  Lard  Kilpoati  diflbring  from,  and  more  probable  than,  that 
fivmby  Bishop  wiahartf  whose  narrative  infers  either  iMsnity 
•r  the  Uaekeat  tteacheir  on  the  part  of  Jaroea  8tewart|Pkrd- 


veiriuik,  the  aaoaator  of  the  preaaat  family  of  that  name.  It  is 
iut  bir  te  give  tte  eatire  eonunonioation  as  received  tnm  my 
Mpeeied  eoTiaepoadeat,  which  ia  more  miDOta  thao  the  histo* 
iKsofthepeiW£ 

"*  AlUiough  I  have  not  the  honoor  of  being  personally  known 
to  yau,  1  hope  ro«  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  now  take,  in  addraaa* 
ag  fou  on  the  aahjeet  of  a  tmnaaction  more  than  onee  alluded 
to  by  yoa,  in  which  an  ancestor  of  miae  waa  unhappily  con- 
«ned.  I  alhide  to  the  siaufhter  of  Lord  Kilpont,  son  of  the 
bflof  Atrth  an4  MonteithTm  1644,  by  Jamea  Stewart  of  Ard- 
voirlieh.  Aa  the  eauae  of  thia  unhi^py  event,  and  the  quarrel 
*nieh  led  to.it,  have  never  been  oonectly  atated  in  any  histoiy 
*f  the  period  in  which  it  took  pUioe,  I  am  induced,  in  conse- 
JMies  of  your  having,  in  the  aeoond  aeries  of  your  admirable 
Tilei  aa  the  Hiatorr  of  Scotland,  adopted  Wishait'a  veraion  of 
«« traasaeUoa,  ana  being  awara  that  your  having  done  ao  will 
•(anp  It  with  an  authentiaity  which  itdoeanot  merit,  and  with 
2>  View,  aa  Cur  aa  poaaible,  to  do  juatiee  to  the  memory  of  my  un- 
tortmate  aaeeator,  to  send  you  the  aocount  of  Ihia  aflSur  as  it 
Ml  been  handed  down  in  the  tenily. 


^^  — -•  Stewart  of  Ardvotrlloh,  who  lived  in  the  early  part  of 
toe  17th  eentary,  and  who  waa  the  unlueky  oauae  of  the  slaugh- 
arof  Lord  Kilpont,  as  before  mentioned,  was  appointed  to  the 
^ftoosaad  of  one  of  aevetal  todependent  oompaniea  reiaed  kt  the 
mghlanda  at  tha  commencement  of  the  troublea  in  the  reign  of 
^*^niM  L  :  aaotfaar  of  theae  companies  waa  under  the  oonmand 
«r  Lerrl  Kilpont,  and  a  strong  intimacy,  atrengtheaed  by  a  dia- 
toetjelaUonehip,  aubsisted  between  them.    When  Montroee 


^V7 *  -»^w  ..«.uard|  Ardvoirlieh  was  one  of  the  first  to 

Jtoptoia  forkim,  and  ia  said  to  have  been  a  principal  meana  of 
?fn«tBf  over  Lord  Kilpont  to  the  same  cause ;  and  they  accord> 
■dr,  along  with  Mr  John  Dnunmond  and  their  reapeotive  fol- 
!**<n,  loiaed  Montrose,  as  recorded  by  WialMrt,  at  Buehanty. 
I^.  uMy  served  together,  so  strong  waa  their  intimaoy,  that 
<Mr  lived  and  almt  in  tha  same  tent 

la  tke  aeaatune,  Montroae  had  been  joined  by  the  Irish 
y^we.eoauuaad  of  Alexander  Macdonald ;  theae,  on  their 
^ra  to  join  Montroee,  had  eommiitedaomeexceaaeaoo  landa 

"'{(lag  to  Ardvoirlieh,  which  lay  ifl  the  line  of  their  march 


Of  thia  Ardvoiriid^  complained  to  Mon- 
lible 

of  violent  paseiona,  having  fkiled  to  re- 


u  probably  wishing  as  mueh  as  posai 
'*^,  treated  itia  rather  an ^—  - 


to  eoociliate 
Ardvoir- 


JSii^  •*•  a w.  ,.«»...  H— .WW-, ..,..«  ««.-«  «,  .^ 

r3*Mch  satiateetion  aa  he  required,  ohallenfed  Macdonald 
2?«W(le.eombat  Before  tbey  met,  however,  Montroae,  on  the 
r^[tosiiea  uMi  by  advice,  aa  it  is  said,  of  Kilpont,  laid  them 
!*^  udar  arraat  Montrose,  aaeing  the  evils  ofsaeh  a  feud  at 
??*  ^?^  tinre, eftctad a aort  of  raoooeiliation  between 
f^ud  forced  thpm  to  ahake  handa  ia  his  preaence ;  when, 
^^pvrejd,  that  Ardvoirlieh.  who  waa  a  vary  powerAil  man, 
■te^  S*?  f^  ^^^^  of  Macdonaid's  hand  aa  to  make  the  blood 
Kr^*^*M"i    Still,  it  would  appear,  Ardvoirlieh  was 

aitk  ki  *  ^"^  A^r  tl»  k>*tl«  *»f  Tippecmir,  when  Montroae 
M»l  k  ?"*'  **■  eneamped  at  Collaoe,  an  entertainment  waa 
Sy>y  ttim  to  hiaoOoBra,  in  honour  of  the  victory  he  had  ob- 
T*^  and  Kilpont  and  hia  eomrade  Ardvoirlieh  were  of  the 
smZLi  fi^  retaming  to  their  quartan,  Ardvoirlieh.  who 
C?*^^^te  brood  over  bis  nuatrel  with  Maoionald,  and 
"SHwfd  Willi  drink,  began  to  blame  Lord  KUpont  for  the 
u^T*  Md  taken  in  preventing  hia  obtaining  redresa,  and  ra> 
"'rPt^nnist  Montroae  for  not  allowing  him  what  he  eenai- 
dpsonrnpMatiM.  JUlpoat  of  eoMiadataided  1^  eo» 


•*dpia 


duct  of  hinuelf  and  hia  relative  Montroae,  til!  their  argument 
came  te  high  words ;  and  ftnally,  from  the  state  they  weroboth 
in,  by  an  easy  transition,  to  blows,  when  Ardvoirlieh,  with  hia 
dirk,  struck  Kilpont  dead  on  the  spot.  He  immediately  fled, 
and  under  the  cover  of  a  thick  miA  escaped  pursuit,  leaving  hia 
eldeat  aon  Henry,  who  tiad  been  mortaUy  wounded  at  Tipper 
muir.  on  his  death-bed. 

"  His  followen  immediately  withdrew  tnm  Montrose,  and 
ao  course  remained  for  him  but  to  tlirow  himaelf  into  the  arme 
of  the  opposite  fkction,  by  whom  he  was  well  received.  His 
name  is  mquently  mentioned  in  Ledie's  camjiaigns,  and  on 
more  than  one  occasion  he  is  mentioned  aa  having  afforded  pro* 
taction  to  seveml  of  his  former  fhends  through  his  interest  with 
Leslie,  when  the  King'a  cause  became  desperate. 

"  The  foregoing  account  of  thia  uoforhmats  Iranaaction.  I  am 
well  aware,  diflbra  materially  from  the  account  given  by  Wiatf 
art,  who  alleges  that  Stewart  had  laid  a  plot  for  the  aasassinA- 
tton  of  Montrose,  and  that  he  murdered  Lord  Kilpont  in  coin 
sequence  of  hisreflisal  to  participate  in  his  design.  Now,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  remarW,  that  beaidea  Wiahart  having  alwaya  been 
regarded  as  a  partial  historian,  and  very  qoeationable  authority 
on  any  subject  connected  with  the  motives  or  conduct  uf  thoae 
who  diflbrad  from  him  In  opinion,  that  even  had  Stewart 
fonned  such  a  deaicn,  Kilpont,  from  bis  name  and  connexions, 
waa  likely  to  be  the  very  laat  man  of  whom  Stewart  would 
choose  to  make  a  confidant  and  accomplice.  On  the  other  hand* 
the  above  account,  though  never,  that  I  am  aware,  before  hinleo 
at,  has  bem  a  conaUnt  tradition  in  the  Aunily  >  and,  from  tha 
oomparetive  reeent  date  of  the  transaction,  and  the  aources  flroos 
which  the  tradition  haa  been  derived,  I  have  no  reavon  to  doubt 
its  perfect  authenticity.  It*  waa  most  cironmslantially  detailed 
as  above,  given  to  my  fiuhar,  Mr.  Stewart,  now  of  Ardvoirtich, 
many /ears  ago,  by  a  man  neariy  connected  with  the  femily. 
wholived  to  theageof  100.  Thia  man  was  a  great  grandson  of 
Jam^  Stewart,  by  a  natural  son  John,  of  whom  many  storiea 
are  still  current  in  this  eountry,  under  hia  appellation  of  J(pkH ' 
Out  MJm.  Thia  John  was  with  his  father  at  the  tiine,  and  of 
course  waa  a  witneea  of  tha  whole  transaction ;  he  lived  till  a 
eonaiderable  time  after  the  Revolution,  and  it  waa  tnm  him 
that  my  fkther's  informant,  who  waa  a  man  before  his  grandfe* 
the^,  John  dhu  Mhor's  death,  reeeived  the  information  aa  abova 
stated. 

"  I  have  many  apologies  to  offer  tor  tiMpassina  so  long  on 
your  patienoe ;  but  I  felt  a  nataral  desire,  if  possible,  to  correct 
what  I  conceive  to  be  a  groundleas  imputation  on  the  memory 
of  my  aneeator,  before  It  ahall  come  to  be  considered  aa  a  nmt- 
ler  of  Hiatory. 


That  he  was  a  man  of  violent  passions  and 


sinaular  temper,  I  do  not  pretend  to  deny,  aa  many  traditiona 
atill  ourrent^a  this  country  amply  verify  {  but  Out  he  was  ca- 
pable of  formiag  a  deaian  to  aasiasiiiata  Montrose,  t|ie  whola 
tenor  of  his  former  conduct  and  principlea  contradict  That  he 
was  obtiaed  toioin  the  opposita  party,  was  merely  a  mattwr  of 
safety,  while  Kilpont  had  so  many  powarftil  friends  and  con- 
nexionaable  and  ready  to  avenge  hta  death. 

"I  have  only  to  add,  that  you  have  my  fWl  permission  tu. 
make  what  use  of  this  eommunieation  you  pleaaa,  and  eitlier  to 
reject  U  altoaecher.  or  allow  it  sucH  credit  aa  you  tliink  it  da* 
aarvea  (  and  I  shall  be  ready  at  all  timea  to  fWnisti  you  witli 
any  Airther  infbnnation  on  this  subject  which  you  may  reqaira. 
and  which  it  may  be  in  mqr  power  toallbrd. 
'*  AatyvoiBUOH, 
ISA  yoMUdry,  ISM.** 

Tbe  pnUientiQa  of  a  atatameot  so  partfealar,  and  probaoty  aa 
eonect,  ia  a  debt  due  *a  the  arenory  of  James  Stawart ;  the  via* 
tim.  it  would  seem,  of  his  owa  viOient  paasioaa,  bat  pernapt 
iaeapable  of  an  act  of  pw>aditated  traachary. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


tit  ontf  of  tHiQ  moit  honoirrf  d  iTiiiabjtjinU  of  G»ipd<ir<:iBU£T»  INff 
ftOv  Univfht  of  rliirpiitinf  htA  U[^  l&  Ihu  tt^At  l4.«l!n'ni  ^tinft  nn 
tlin  "'  rufltt^t  fcidt  of  itlu  i?lnnnrw?J,"  in  Ibc  CCirnTFWn  fyoln  {jf  Ih? 
Wailt47tf'  Ahti*.  an  *  Saiui-fliT  cvpfiiur.  3»o  le**  ^uiiJfl  flur 
KJ^inii,  JnhTi  ftqirwafd,  h^v«  imlii  it  vi  iiD}j«miBd  iniruriinn,  Ij» 
mfl^  fliir  ono  t4  InduAiL  luin*alf  into  ihm  Q6Rnr  of  Uia  leCl  Lfend 
p«w  n4fqr«>«i  lo  the  1R■ilv1^  whlfh  me  Svrfv^vii  TcrulifJr  f-^-co- 

IliMtl  QTi  gii] hI«)^.  T^nre  h(*  Ka t,  I^JA  b] un  ittTlttid  untfDrTTI  ting ihnd 
wtlH  Hit  rfntwl  »cmpuloui  uccimirf,  T**o  in<'iJiil»  of  ftiurif  tlu 
p[t%yvfi  Qr  hi4  bvHofr  hat**,  a*  w^]l  At  lli<r  «mtiE/  iiilptivr  which 
«li«ild  iiMf*:  bwfi  fMrriJijitfd  bj  liji  ficlll  iinil.  boT5  endPOW  iif 
hit  hftrd  nn^l  IkuiioyrBlilw  «!rviefl.  Hit  w?ani«rbc«tAti  fHtur«, 
hi*  E"iy  M*i^  *if<l  M»  n  thin  gupiw  m  Ui*  mihttrf  huhion  of 
roriiKii  diUvM,  RDd  tiLB  riffiit  ndu  of  h»  head  ^  llttTo  lurncxd  up. 
tiif  ^ttter  lA  fcnirli.  iJ(i»  m^iintli  (vf  th*  ^-iprffyman^*  tote*,  wpwnll 
luiiM.1  >»f  hiii  L'r<<rV'>f|>iii  inn4  in^rmiiwi,  IWmdv  luni  iat 
hilt  RinlRr  Jjiiitif^  ■  htUc  n^nt  old  womnn,  wriMt  a  i\\cfi\tmd 
riirr.U  hivl  llirtHM  ii5inJ,  WfBlrhir>(f  tJlfl  irt'nf  t&ntts  afhtf  btQiiivt, 
til  itor  ilif^  jirMNrt^fli  pi^riri  ui-an  4^af  iJi,  and  acLivulF  toQkinif  um 
loir  luin,  In  ill*  PLJv<^r  t'ldiirKHl  OibLir,  ui#  if  Jta  wkicti  iIjb  ii]i[]i4»- 
iDt  iMfiteA  Qi  t)iE[Hj.uadi<d, 

(  bi<<liuv«  IE  tvAit  ihv  r^iP^iri  Uiat  wui  tiniverMlly  riaid  tn  ihli 
wotllty  vrf*'r«n  liy  allt  ratals*  iu  Qanrforcltufh  vih^rli  iinJuc^d 
him  iit  riifirfu  our  vJture  fer  bit  r^ictoncij^  fur  *uch  wiw  l*j  nu 
lDi"jrit  hidfifm^bdaJ  intern Lida- 

H»  had  fiHiii  to  tti*  rank  of  iprf^Dfit-inajDr  «t  criill^rTT  ^f 
hiuA  noryico  in  MricmtqumUin  afim  woM^amiTumfn-^iiitin^ 
OMit  iifiltn  ino^r  fritgrl  i^nd  itv*Ijf  mat*  ^f  tl^o  Sroti^h  Trmin.  A 
hni'1.  whi^rh  wtiaTlfrtiJ  lui  itrtu  in  ■  tfiniuftilUT  t«0tr«ixii,  at 
kmflli  iifn,'urT>i:l  ►untj  an  thinuuralil^  U^iictisr^s  with  bn  sJlovi 
ftniw  x'rttw  t  iiri-fa,  Jiiid  B  ►uinilpoitHr  *rnijmriF  firwi  Ui*p*tnuii*t 
fund.  AlrifinitcrH  T^;rsc?tuit  ^Mof^  M'Ah'in  liad  hn^t  finKktnl  bm 
WriU  lu  rnhdnt ;  ind,  Avcd  piixa  nuiiKy  and  nvmftH  hid  bBcanim 
MjiT*fT.>r  nfa  kim^t  wum  in  llii  Lhne  p«r  conl,  toriM^it. 

Ho  rvUttMi  Willi  iji*  rim»o*«  0/  enjoy itnf  rtm  incoihe  In  the 
wil*:!  >Jifilt]and  ^k^n.  iq  which»wU«QA  ho/,  lie  ha4  hf^rdi^d  bla^lc 
CTUlci  iLini  4fCKLt>iH  P«  *^lo  T'JiJI  ot  Ihp  dmrii  hntl  nwid*?  Him  foelt 
>iii  t'4>niii^t  nn  tnr:U  lii^-hrr.  nnd  fftlUmr  itji  niiiitiit  fttr  fucA rt y  fortr 
pdiTiL  Ta iti4  i4>ci]iJkcUy^,  ilkti  milTvft  R|>ut  wu  untwralkh't  m 
bluiuir  by  ihc  ricli«fl[,  fwrns*  he  had  vi*iic^  in  tii*  «Bndr?r<ntfi. 
£viH||tl|(^  H«|il»rViilLe]|raril»»^«laii  wttuldhavd  ^uuk  into  nriiiituE 
upNpfl  lU<j  (%n(is*ry*i«t-  H«  carmc— ho  mriiiTPd  HiP  loir^  *cfltm  t 
ii  will  lu^ti  »i*?riift  jkn,  wjTomidwd  wjtii  rmJft  rfflin,  ajid  tro' 
vimied  hf  a  EiorLiiiirii  iurTunL  Till  I  I***  iirji  me  wor»i.  Thu 
firili)  JiJiiS  hfi'ii  4jijcnclkad  u£«m  thuEj-  iioBrthi— *r  the  cnttagri.  «f 
hit  faMtpr*  hiii  ruu]d  bai  diBhriiiEUifh  if'^w  imde  it<oi]«fr^th#  luc' 

ettffir  wuj  Almi>#U']itinriErih»J— the  ari^'iirnt  jmn*  TrDin  winch 
iKiutpd  111*  i$eiCr'Fit  i>ad  rauDd  a.  iriirLice  tKre^nd  ttta  A  limit  ic- 
Oiift  nuthliuid  faiDntv,  IhTM  fra?  pliLid.*d  *hopherda^  nnd  aijt 
dnfv,  13  uw  trmnntecl  II  ic  Mhuin  irldn.  whirJi  in  liii»  ye^ulh  lind 
lnaLfLEAlh(^4!!,  in   rnntejit,  if  Dot  mcDm;«otie>a»r  upwfij^s  of  tno 

hUfl'ti'^ft  1  n  IijiIli  I  lOTI  tj. 

Jit  iita  huLiM  of  ihi-  now  terrftnt,  Sc!ttiMmt  M'Alpin  rmmdn 
hnwc^^r,  UiuiMQipocli^  njurcu  ijriitaADure,  and  a  nioaaiorem- 
|^(^B|^  nil  idqibJ  QjffbciJons.    Kii  liiti^r  Jam^i  hod  fori unei^lr 


mtirtRinoil  MtCTtmjr  a  E>«isiin.irjn  thJit  im  broihi^r  would  one 
dsf  tflttira^  IhatgliC' fitd  rafua^d  tn  ai^iimiAflf  ln^r  kiTi^iuili  ui^rjD 
their  nmixml  ion.    Na^^  ihir  hud  e^mMni^a,  ihouf  h  noi  wj  EhnuE  a, 


fu»lin,f  *f  4etiiidA*ion,  l«  likp  temtim  with  Iht  iutrudinj,'  U>w- 
tundhf.  uhn,  tijnuiiih  ■  Ruun,  fha  taid^  htd  prav^d  a  kmd  innn 
tu  her  T(i<4  iiflf.T[H.'rli?d  mi^etinjf  wifh  hit  fitlsi  KTtrnjd  n 
tilTT  foT  uli  the  djH4iip;at}in|ifi,fiDt4  whkU  it  hid  bfril  Sflrpuml 
M(*fvv  lo*  l4j  wiwslTiti?f,  altlioiifh  it*»*  fjr*t  wHIiouta  n^Luetant 
T'^r  iHsi  iie  iiCArd  [old,  fin  a  JJjfhItiEid  woiaaii  a^one  ceuid  tcrLl 
'^t,  Umo  M^Airf  nrti)^iMi.i>utria[mii  nf  tihtkin^nien 

f*in?  iK.rniCyi:b  m  pn^nl  Icnfl/i  Un?  lutu  oflV-rf  th^y  htd  made  of 
vdirane^i  ruiil,  ttie  ^q,]riTieiii  4^1"  which  nnuit  haw  ri^ducod  ihf^m 
fo  t^tut^tntiiit;  of  pAnsrf^,  wluf-h  itiey  wore  yet  cuulonted  to 
t*p»,  for  permikfiiivD  to  li*i  and  di*?  nn  th^ir  n^itiTd  fciil,  Nui 
did  Jmitai  foT^t  iha  port^iiia  i*liich  lind  uinoufic#d  t)ti»  di^iAr- 
IJ*»  of  t>M  O  Kifi  ra  ro  ^  ajid  ttte  bjtivm  I  of  iha  *trj  mpfn  Tar  two 
fmn  ptvioui  10  tJw  t^uirntiDiiH  whun  Uie  nialit  wmil  howkri 
ifown  ttVft  :(Hiii9  of  BiiLiit;lini4  IEb  lulUfl  WfiTe  dihUnctlf  niodollipd 
l«  th4  tone  of,  "  lU  tli  mi  luiMA"  tvfw  return  no  more  J  wUh 
Mfhich  Pht  «mi«<ninuapiialilr  bid  farewHll  to  their  nan  re  itmP'*. 
Thi»  unooitiher^iof  tlie  Boiithlnbd  itiaiihiTd*,  find  tliti  harkinir 
nf  their  i>^a,  w«i«  oiltjea  heard  ia  tlji»  mt^t  af  Hi*  hill*  lima 
Mfi?ra  ttiejf  tc(w«L  arrival.  A  bard,  tit*  last  of  hie  rver,  hft 
eonKncfiiDiitiHl  tha  «iiitut«jqn  of  the  iMiUfi-f  of  the  rtw  irt  a 
tiiui04  whirJi  bmotht  taan  iota  tha  aftd  eyea  af  tlia  vatatuii, 
IMlar  whfeCh  Uie  flmt  ttuiu  ma^  bo  uioi  Tendered  t— 

W4,  WQ,  wn  »r  llu  L/prluidrr, 
Whf  wilt  ihfru  iftf*  Miii^  oifn  tvann;  E<3ilrdffrT 
Why  «eRi«  ihBD  ALthMT^  ^Jliturli^tiif  itu  llL||tilBad«r, 
IVanh^  Ull  llcD  Ui«l  ir»i  apdf  in  fidr  oniEi  7 


WtiJjt  n  died  tggwpwiitt  Ware  M*Alpin'i  dJctree*  utioit  Uw  Qe- 
cn«ii»P4  WW,  UHit  th*  oh  kef  by  whom  citii  change  had  tmn  eOcct ' 
ed,  wit»,  by  iradiiion  end  commoriopininn,  hnJd  to  Trprevent  the 
theiivnt  le«uWTj|  md  f^thera  of  the  ekiifllcd  f  jeitini  i  and  it 
had  thtthf>rii:i  W»n  nn«  of  di<riteajiE  >[om'i  princijiial  luhjectaar 
ttrtilk*  irj  rfitoi.T>,  by  ft^'tiralpricfll  dodu(!Ui>n,  m  what  it: site  rjf 
Ir  kntlrrd  ln"  ninkoiL  to  11  l^.^  itetsitua^^  A  woAit  chu^in  Wfte  now 
wiou^ht  Jii  ht*  P>r<4itiiOir<]iti  tbjWJifdi  hifo. 

"  I  ^annoi  cor»w  thoi,"'  tie  *Bid,  qi  he  rme  ind  ibrode  throof  h 
11f«  foam,  wh»n  Jinvt'i  nttj-mtive  wan  finished—"  J  wjii  tiot 
Mne  him  ;  hn  Ji  th«  dii<tf«TidJint  urtO  reriro*DntiLtive  of  my  fi- 
iiit)n.  nut  n(r\^r  ihtiLl  muFtel  nmn  heej  nw  nenie  hit  flajno 
■diJii.'"  A  fid  hit  ktiiJt  hii  wonh  fuf;  tMUi\l  hit  drtnjfdAy,  tm 
Huu  tiioid  mm  nuotiuQ  his  iclfiiiii  iud  hvd  bearled  «hknMiL 


jv  ii«i iriririHV  vv   app^ 

ertur  jiiinf<iii»t^  M», 
I  keiwl  fncMda,  ilmm 


Afk«r  f  ii'JQf  a  dmy  i&  lad  ivcoBeetloiit.  tho  Iwrdr  ^nrrt  vr|k*^t 
hfl.d  rfl  rrii-d  h  1  m  1  hrrjiif h  io  ttiany  dffifan,  majsftHt  (T 
iMwoni  aifilEist  i>ki«  rrur  I  dJPAi>i)nliitiiwnt    '*  Me  * 
■Hid,  '  tiM  annde  r*]  h|i  hiTiifolk,  where  Uvt  hai4  L 
Tran^atlenfic  ?alT«y  ^fifT  Oie  flen  ef  their  vtihsn. 

hetflid,  "«hoe)d  kift  hrr  rcuti  like  a  IrafwrUdy  i  tf m  1*^9 

di^tmiicc  i  it  wt^  ^f  flea'i  lean  to  the  rofacee  end  mvt^mm   ivW 
bed  mndv  on  a  iliirht«fr  ottrnMloa  '* 

Willi  ihLii  r^jrpniehfl  kft  ihe  IlipMnridj,  an d  fame  V 1 1  h  t.r 
■s^ter  flw  far  a*  l>ei)d«rrleml'^  on  hit  »iir  to  OJavpow,  lo  laL  # 
^  ^usfp  fo  Cariada.  [hit  winter  wai  tittw  p« i  irf ,  end  a*  k* 
ibuug^ht  U  adriut^le  to  wait  fbira  ipnnir  paiwita^  itlte^  tMtm  |»J. 
Lawrf>niQe  eltwld  be  or>en.  he  leilted  vmong  iie  hj  i  l^npaiUi* 
ofhi^itarinHrjuin.  Ai  we  ffttd  bf<roiT,  the  n^mmMf  «M 
mnn  ntet  with  d«l%n<nre  a^d  attvntrnn  ffoiii  all  ranke  atrtataisfir  i 
imilI  nkieit  vprinir  reinmndH  he  wju  loaatirArd  wilb  fii*  mmK^ 
itrt,  dial  h'?  tlid  nift  reijRW  E.ht  imrpt*^  ^if  hie  voilfe.  JttHf 
14  A4  fifmiri  cvf  itie  if:v,  and  he  huiiiunf  fi^t  Ehe  rhf^rflirtM#  of  Agr 
and  hurd  i^rrjci*  fb^-jpfr  rtina  tie  hed  it  llntejpr- — *  "^"^  -^ 
ho  ronffiutd  tn  tJi*-  cl«<rfyniJil]j  end  m^  t 
CJfliafjbothim.  "  it  wti*  hvtlnf  lUjltif  Willi  1 
goinf  farthrr,  end  faritif  warei-" 

tin  Itirrefote  citahh^haH^ii  himrctf  and  h^i  domicile  ««  €l«f^ 
d«rfleiifti,  to  ihe  cieal  HiTiafe^^O&n,  a*  wp»  hftT?  ■  livedo  ^tJ,  i»f 
1II  it«  inho^bihuiLi^  to  whi^i  M  N*canie,  in  ti?Eip€:r-t  of  jnlltivi' 
inkellif^'tieu  bad  able  f^ommcfitariM  uKm  iht  oe'w  ipa^Mi^  j 
r*ttea,  and  tsunijUnin.a  viNrr  omrJe,  vxp^unuorj  of  ftU  1 
eyfintt,  (iflit,  prewnL,  or  to  cori^k 

Jt  Ti  true,  the  TTC^nmimt  had  hit  inconiiateoRiee.  ft*  % 
pteadj^  kacobilv.  tM#  fiitht^l  end  Jiie  fmit  ynclea  herifif  I 
in  ilm  furty-flvf*  1  but  be  wn*  a  no  lew  itdAdjr  adhermte 
fjpQr^',  irv  ii'itu4i!  icrviira  Jio  had  nude  hii  hide  C 
Uttt  thnc  b^nthcrf  ;  «  I  hat  jwu  were  in  i 
pleese  htm.  in  ivrtnitut  rrmco  Cherte*,  the  Fir»ifiAd«r  0  bf* 
Hiyme  inj  thine  derotet'ijtr^  tt>  the  difnitr  of  KiM  uamtm 
irurHttr,  it  niuii  not  be  drni'^d,  thuti  when  ilic  du  oimatvlev 
hii  dividefidi  ttjune  ttitthdi  the  Berr^Tint  wu  epi  iv  iatrt ' 
at  tni^  WillafA  Anne  of  »n  evcuinjr.  U^ua  iraa  1 
with  atiiet  Cenrpenne*,  or  iodeed  with  hi*  wrtdljr  „_^__ 
for  uEKMi  tl'keH  i>e4«iork«.  hteroiinjwijqior*  ■onmHiofv  *ii*«¥te*i 
to  natter  bit  partialitiM  br  i^rhtinx  ^eobit«>  Htn^,  artd  itnnh 
ijii;  cir'nfiiiiDn  to  Eonaperle.  aeid.  tJie  hpnlth  ur  tlin  li>ii^a  el 
Wclhnirt^jn,  onint  the  Scrfeent  wn*not  only  ftatiered  into  tmr 
ifit  the  w}|o]e  mckiminr^  hv>i  oecwiniiaLI^  iodiieed  to  tvMtfmalt 
iiin-j*  ia  hi*  mtert?*U:d  comoaniofle,  Afler  noh  apnii,  n*  i* 
<:Alk'd  Uitins,  wore  fiynr  and  bii  tnnpec  Dni»  ibotv  d^ellMieiri- 
dum  fniiH  to  tlmnk  tlod,  antf  tlw  Duke  of  ¥ork,  wV  Iib4 
made  ii  much  more  diffirult  for  an  old  enldifir  te  nnr>  htmn^ 
by  hii  rr>k]^,  than  hnd  hr€u  the  cue  in  hie  Toenfur  iAj* 

It  wna  not  on  tar.h  acca*iont  U>H  I  medv  t  te't  of  fett-rcvKft 
More  M'A)pjn'«  aoeiieir.  But  oflfnt  wljen  mj  ieiaftrv  v^inidd 
permit.  I  uaad  to  eeek  htm.  on  whet  be  caUcd  hJi  uimi^iaff  uiS- 
evnoinf  puule,  on  which,  when  Ibe  weeibcr  wei  feir.  Iiit«p^ 
(Jpered  lu  refolerlr  at  if  eammonnd  by  tuck  of  drmi,  Mle 
inomjui  witk  wmbenenth  ttve  el  mi  In  the  churchrardi  **fifff 
death,''  tH9  iftid.  '*  haiJ  been  Uta  fsmI  douf  r»itbhbour  for  m  mufr 


IhermtlnCJM 
I  dmtBTSK 


iviwnrimer 

raa  e<naininai> 


year*,  thet  he  hed  no  Apoloirr  f^>f  drt»fipLnf  th*  l 

liid  aiftEuni:  promrnbde  wna  on  the  Jaleachuif-jriilt  I 
nvf^F-fide,  Kvlictu  he  waj  e*:«metiniKi  In  be  eeap  m  bl 
b^och,  with  iF|ieetae]i?t  on  iioi««  nonsint  0*erllMiMW|| 
to  a  cirrle  of  vUljj^e  pohiieitni^  ^ti^Eaininf  mrUi^rT  lonk^  ^.  _ 
BLd<nft  the  'Mim[irvh».n>JDn  of  hit  U^nrentbr  linet  dr»int  •*  i*» 
fTou  nd  H1  th  the  und  of  bia  ra  tt»n-  On  other  <Hxiaata»is,  lh»  um 
turromidt'^d  bj  a  b«vy  of  adiuol  bDra^  whom  he  eficnetlmr*  d^ll* 
ed  to-  i\\t  tne,niial^  end  icimetLme*,  with  t^^ei  &|vpruba|ioB  iob 
the  part  of  their  pare eiEj,  inairucted  in  l^w  mi  ^ti^y  nf  erMAf^  ■ 
fLn^-wDJ-kj  i  for  in  ll'je  roie  f^f  public  rejoinn^,  lih*'  8e#fMti 
woj  iirroif^choifi,  (tu  the  Enef  dlci^ia  euila  ii>  la  the  ttllefii 
of  GandettUeqf  h. 

tt  Wi]  in  hit  uiomiof  wa>k  Ihat  1  arn^  fteqimit]*  mm  WtA 
tise  ifeleren.    And  1  can  hudir  ret  j^ook  epo*  Ifte  vUJwr  fbot- 

nthp  gteraliedDwed  brtJHirQwaf  lei^jr  vEtft^,  withi>i&t  ihi«%ibif 
ee  hi*  uprifbt  form  idvanqinf  luwaFtl*  nio  wiib  nUNMbrvp 


, -  --     -^-- ,  toidjr  le  i»&yn»  tS^r  nutiiaif 

Mime-but  he  it  dead,  end  a1e«p*  vith  bii  faithfii}  imm, 
11  Elder  the  third  of  those  very  treA„  touMim$  tmta  111*  tfttt  Al 
lite  w^»t  i:Dmer  of  the  cthirehyard. 

The  dr  lifht  which  I  bed  tai  SJer#*#nt  M*AI^'i  t 
aUi«'I  n>ut  onty  lo  hia  own  afdt^afltqre*,  of  whinh  he  I 
eouAt<'<rc<i  marry*  in  the  coun^  of  a  winderinf  life,  intt  ■mn' 
hit  m!ol  tec  Eton  ofuumiiriiiK  HifhlAnd  traditn^a*,  in  lebMl)  Mft 
yrjuth  hod  betfu  inatinct^d  by  hU  mtrmt,  ud  *f  wtndk  m 
would  ifi  mfl^r  life  hevo  deeiaed  il^kind  of  bemir  Id  (VMUov 
the  aitihantioity.  Mesr  of  theee  belont^  t*  Di*  wire  vf 
Montrowir.  in  which  lopio  of  ih«  Sftreeenl'i  ftneetur  hfcit  H 
*i?eni4^  tJiken  e  dittmpuialied  pqjt.  It  hei  happettedi,  itaefc 
ellhotiah  theae  crviS  rnmmotiont  refieet  the  hi#be«l  hmHi 
li]:pdd  tlie  IIifblandor».  Ymintr  ind^fd  ihe  Ant  iMuatwi  | 
which  they  showed  ihenlMt^it'i:*  nup^rKir,  or  t*f^  *^M 
thMt  Lowetnititty  n«iijrhhoeT«  in  militury  eneoeniariH  theff 

!»en  leii  commeniorct^d   ^mnas  tiirm   than  mttr  tim  wt , 

hare  eicrwcted,  ^udrinjr  f^m  ihe  abtu^donc*'  of  inditkKH  ^lA 


they  h*i-B  pnauTrvid  upon   lee«  int^rcatinr  iubj*i?ta.    ft  ■atfj'  ' 

niliOff 


theraforo.  with  fKut  pIca^itTT,  Uier  I  f\  ipeinTfid  tWra  nir  mil, 


ini^ed  with  thetnTi'uur#<)f  Itie  wud  utd  wonderfUJ  whiia  I 
loo^  to  Iha  fieriod  and  the  Mimlor,  Iwt  lehieti  I  dd  ««t JN I 
ken>t  obji'ct  to  the  riead«r*a  uefttiecvtlli  ^libflwfi  pnvMnil 
will  be  iCF  sood  D«  five  implldllandK ta^ |%4 nneml mum 
the  diui^f .  which.  ]Ik^4iH4«e««%J^tl^m^>i  Hie  ho^Mr 
put  kinder  hii  nQticii,  utualljr  ivt  upon  «  toiu  uf  trttthL 


A  LEGEND  OF  MONTROSE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Sgeh  at  do  build  their  fktth  vpon 
Tlie  holf  text  of  irike  end  guo. 
Decide  all  coDtroveraies  by 
Infellible  arUUery. 
And  prove  ttieir  doctrine  orttiodox, 
/  By  apostolic  blow*  and  knoek^ 

It  was  dunn|<  the  period  of  that  great  and  bloody 
Civil  War  which  agitated  Britain  during  the  seven- 
teenth centuxT,  that  our  tale  has  its  commencement. 
Scotland  had  as  yet  remained  free  from  the  ravages 
of  intestine  war|  although  its  inhabitants  were  much 
divided  in  political  opinions;  and  many  of  them. 
Ived  of  the  control  of  the  Estates  of  Parliament,  and 
£s^iproving  of  the  bold  measure  which  they  had 
adopted,  by  sending  into  England  a  large  army  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Parliament^  were  determined  on 
their  part  to  embrace  the  eaTUest  opportunity  of  de- 
cUnng  for  the  King,  and  making  such  a  diversion  as 
thodd  at  least  compell  the  recall  of  Greneral  Leslie's 
array  out  of  England,  if  it  did  not  recover  a  great 
part  of  Scotland  to  the  King's  allegiance.  This  plan 
wu  chiefly  adopted  by  the  northern  nobility,  who  had 
resisted  with  great  obstinacy  the  adoption  of  the  So* 
leinn  League  and  Covenant,  and  by  many  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Highland  clans,  who  conceived  their 
interest  and  authoritv  to  be  connected  with  royalty, 
who  had,  besides,  a  decided  aversion  to  the  Presby- 
Jenan  form  of  religion,  and  who,  finally,  were  in  that 
half  savage  state  of  society,  in  which  war  is  always 
inore  welcome  than  peace. 

Great  commotions  were  generally  expected  to  arise 
Rom  these  concurrent  causes;  and  the  trade  of  incur- 
sion and  depredation,  which  the  Scotch  Highlanders 
at  au  times  exercised  upon  the  Lowlands,  began  to 
assume  a  more  steady,  avowed,  and  systematic  form, 
Mjprt  of  a  general  military  system. 

Those  at  the  head  of  aflfairs  were  not  insensible  to 
»e  peril  of  the  moment,  and  anxiously  made  prepa- 
(itions  to  meet  and  ta  repel  it.  They  considered, 
however,  with  satisfaction,  that  no  leader  or  name 
w  consequence  had  as  yet  appeared  to  assemble  an 
ymv  of  royalists,  or  even  to  direct  the  efforts  of  those 
oeeoltoiy  bands,  whom  love  of  plunder,  perhaps,  as 
much  as  political  principle,  had  hurried  into  mea- 
wr«  of  hostility.  It  was  generally  hoped  that  the 
inartcrinf  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  in  the  Low- 
iUids  adjacent  to  the  Highland  line,  would  have  the 
jTOct  of  restraining  the  mountain  chieftains :  while 
toe  pc-rrrr  of  van.iiig  huMV.i^  in  \\i^  uorXh^  who  ^ad 
tp^oused  the  Covenant,  a?,  for  exarnpie,  iha  Knrl 
Maiachal.  ihe  greai  fLitniUiT^s  of  Forbes,  LcHlie,  Jitid 

'2**  the  Grants,  nnd  o\\ivr  Prcjsbyterian  cbns, 
jnnflnpoqnterb.'ilftncc  ond  hndlf,  not  only  the  atrcn^th 
JfjJeOgihiea  and  oihsreftvaliersof  Anena  and  Kiti- 
2JJ™6»  out  evou  the  potent  family  of  ilie  Gordons, 
•w^^eitanBiv©  authority  was  only  Piunlled  by  thuir 
**{'tKoe  dislike  tn  rhc  Prusbyteriaa  nitjdyl. 

la  the  West  Hifihlnnda  the  ndmg;  party  mimhered 
■^atii  eticin'teg;  bui  the  power  of  tltdtedUa Reeled 
«JJiriR  Wa8  suppoBod  to  be  broken,  liod  the  spirit  of 
^mt  dikftainsi  intimidated,  by  the  pTddoTiiinniiiig 
i^*^^  of  the  Ilitarrjuia  qf  Armies,  upon  whom  the 
cojifMi&nts  of  the  Convcnuon  oT  Estatoa  was  reptjsed 
S  iJ"'' "tmost  security  J  and  whose  powfir  in  The 
«iRuIttnd&  already  exorbitant,  had  biwn  stiEl  furtlier 
JJtreaeed  by  concessions  extortt-d  from  vhi*  Kirii^at 
tot  l4it  patificadon.  1 1  wne  i  ndocd  wtl  I  krifj wn  t liat 
J^k  WM  a  man  rather  of  poliiit^nl  etiti^rprise  ihin 
•*^nftl  courogfi,  and  better  calt^rulated  ta  manngte 

JS  intrigue  L)f  state,  than  to  control  the  tribes  of  hns- 

we  mountaineers ;  ytst  the  numhttrs  of  his  cUn,  and 

UH  l^taf  the  gallant  gentkrEnen  by  whyiii  it  uas 


led,  might,  it  was  supposed,  atone  for  the  personik 
deficiencies  of  their  chief ;  and  as  the  Campbells  had 
already  severely  humbled  several  of  the  neighbouring 
tribes,  it  was  supposed  these  would  not  readily  again 
provoke  and  encounter  with  a  body  so  powerlul. 

Thus  having  at  their  command  the  whole  west  and 
south  of  Scotland,^  indisputably  the  richest  part  of  the 
kingdom.— Fifeshire  being  in  a  peculiar  manner  their 
own.  and  possessing  many  and  powerful  friends  even 
north  of  the  Forth  and  Tay,— the  Scottish  Conven- 
tion of  Estates  saw  no  danger  sufficient  to  induce 
them  to  alter  the  line  of  policy  they  had  adoptexl,  or 
to  recall  from  the  assistance  of  their  brethren  of  the 
English  Parliament  that  auziliarv  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  by  means  of  wnich  accession  ef 
strength,  the  King's  party  had  been  reduced  to  the 
defensive,  when  in  full  career  of  triumph  and  succeas. 

The  causes  which  moved  the  Convention  of  Estatet 
at  this  time  to  take  such  an  immediate  and  active 
interest  in  the  civil  war  of  England,  are  detailed  in 
our  historians,  but  may  be  here  shortly  recapitulated. 
They  had  indeed  no  new  inhiry  or  aggresifion  to  com- 
plain  of  at  the  hand  of  the  King,  andthe  peace  which 
had  been  made  between  Charles  and  hb  subjects  oi 
Scotland  had  been  carefully  observed ;  but  the  Scot- 
tish rulers  were  well  aware  that  this  peace  had  been 
extorted  from  the  King,  as  well  by  the  influence  ol 
the  parliamentary  party  in  England,  as  by  the  terror 
of  their  own  arms.  It  is  true,  Kmg  (Jharles  had 
since  then  visited  the  capital  of  his  ancient  kingdom, 
had  assented  to  the  new  organization  of  the  church, 
and  had  distributed  honours  and  rewards  among  the 
leaders  of,  the  party,  which  had  shown  themselves 
most  hostile  to  his  interests ;  but  it  was  suspected 
that  distinctions  so  unwillingly  conferred  would  bo 
resumed  as  soon  as  opportunity  ofiered.  The  low 
state  of  the  EngUsh  Parliament  was  seen  in  Scotland 
with  deep  apprehension ;  and  it  was  c&ncluded,  that 
should  Charles  triumph  by  force  of  arms  against  his 
insurgent  subjects  of  England,  he  would  not  be  long 
in  exacting  from  the  Scotch  the  vengeance  which  he 
might  suppose  due  to  those  who  hacTset  the  example 
of  taking  up  arms  against  him.  Such  was  the  pobc7 
of  the  measure  which  dictated  the  sending  the  aux- 
iliary army  into  England :  and  it  was  avowed  in  a 
manifesto  explanatory  of  tneir  reasons  for  giving  this 
timely  and  important  aid  to  the  English  Parliament. 
The  English  Parliament,  they  said,  nad  been  already 
friendly  to  them,  and  might  be  so  again ;,  whereas  the 
King,  although  he  had  so  lately  estabushed  religion 
among  them  according  to  their  desires,  had  given 
them  n6  ground  to  confide  in  his  royal  declaration, 
seeing  they  had  found  his  promises  and  actions  in- 
consistent with  each  other.  "  Our  conscience,"  they 
concluded,  "  and  God,  who  is  greater  than  our  con- 
science, beareth'  us  record,  that  we  aim  altogether  at 
the  gloiy  of  Gk>d,  peace  of  both  nations,  and  honour 
of  the  King,  in  suppressing  and  punishing  in  a  legal 
way,  those  who  are  the  troublers  of  Israel,  the  fire- 
brands of  hell,  the  Korahs,  the  Balaams,  the  Doegs, 
the  Rabshakehs^  the  Hamans,  the  Tobiahs,the  San- 
ballats  of  our  time ;  which  done,  we  are  satisfied. 
Neither  have  we  begun  to  use  a  military  expedition 
to  England  as  a  mean  for  compassing  those  our 
pious  ends,  until  all  other  means  which  we  could 
think  upon  have  failed  us  s  and  this  alone  is  left  to 
us,  ultimum  et  unicum  remediumt  the  last  and  only 
remedy.'* 

Leaving  it  to  casuists  to  determine  whether  one 
contracting  party  is  justified  in  breaking  a  solemn 
treaty,  upon  the  suspicion  that,  in  certain  future  con- 
tingencies, It  might  be  infHngea  by  the  other,  we  siiall 
proceed  to  mention  two  other  circiunstancea  Uiat  had 
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fti  \&xnt  K]iml  mflit<'ni^e  wtth'tfw  ScotiiBh  ruleriB  and 
notion,  wiili  anyduubi*  Kvhidi  ifioy  eiikfUuned  of  iht 
Kinft's  aflwl  fnitK. 

Tnc  first  of  th(.'!«s  wna  the  nature  nnd  condition  of 
their  army  j  hoadwi  by  q  poor  and  di^woinontci  nobr 
Ihv.  under  whom  U  wo*  ofTict'fpd  fhi'llj  ^1/  Scoitiah 
fithjieru  of  torumf,  who  had  ^f  ( vtd  \i\  rlie  Cicrmaji 
wnrs  until  ihpy  had  Jost  «IixhjM  rdl  cU^tjjjctiLjn  of  poll- 
^  ttcai  prinoi|jk'i  and  even  ot'  cjjiintrj',  in  dip  ndopiion  of 
the  merofnary  fakh,  Umt  a  wldier'^  principal  duty 
wafl  fidelity  t'j  lh«  Biuia  or  9ovt;n:[gii  from  whom  lie 
rpoyived  his  pay*  without  rc^«ct  wtlit-r  to  the  jusitictj 
of  I  he  quafrel.  or  to  their  own  conntsion  with  dthor 
of  ihecontendmtf  partks.  Tb  incjti  of  this  ftanip, 
Gf0tju»  apph«9  the  mvcn  character— iVuf^um  rifoi 
renttt  tst  tmprtibita^  quam  t&nim^  pxi  fine  caiis^ 
rt^pt^u  ifurrrrde  condficli^  mUrtunL  Tp  these  vaer- 
Cftftnry  ^Idiers^  b 9  well  as  ro  the  ncCfly  pantry  with 
wliom  tliey  were  tniibd  in  commandj  anJ  who  enmly 
imbibed  Uie  same  opintonA^  the  Miceaes  of  ihc  laie 
i||BfftfaV'ii$ion  of  Englnnd  in  1041  wna  a  auflident 
TOfoim  fijf  renewing  ^)  protitJshlc  an  experiment.  Tlic 
eood  pay  and  free  ciuarter*  of  England  had  niadu  a 
feL^lingimpre^bn  upon  the  recioU^tion  of  iheno  niili- 
l^ty  iidv^^ntLirerg,  end  the  pt^ofpocl  of  agiun  levying 
djatit  hundr*id  and  fifty  pfjuiids  a-djiy,  eame  iti  place  of 
aUar^umtnLa,  whetl^^r  of  state  or  of  mondity. 

Another  ttauwa  inflamed  the  mmda  of  the  nation  at 
turn,  no  le^g  than  the  it^mptinw  prcispect  of  the  wealth 
4)f  England  animated  the  soldiery.  So  ninch  had 
bwsii  written  and  mud  on  cither  aid©  concerning  the 
form  of  i^hurch  government,  that  it  had  bec^jmc  a 
matter  of  infinitdy  more  ei>rtflpfiiietice  m  the  eyes  of 
i\\Q  fpidtitLide  than  tltedcA:irincBof  that  gospel  which 
i»oth  e}mrchea  had  embraced.  Tlie  PrcluiisU  and 
Pr^shyit^riLins  of  the  more  violent  kind  beeame  n* 
iUjlwnil  EB  the  Pupiffts^  nnd  would  eearcdy  allow  the 
pH>s«iibility  of  aalvntion  iK-yonfl  the  pale  of  thtir  rc«x-c- 
live  cliundjes.  It  wan  in  vaiu  remark od  to  these 
KcnlotS)  that  bad  tho  Anchor  of  our  hoEy  religion  con- 
sidered any  pecuHar  form  of  church  givsmmont  aa 
efig^^ntinl  to  salvation,  it  woukl  have  been  revealed 
with  d^iti  same  precisian  aw  under  the  Old  Testament 
diflpu:nsatii>n.  Both  parties  continued  aa  violent  as  if 
they  could  have  pleads!  the  distinct  commanda  cf 
Hfiavea  to  juislily  ilicir  iritolerance,  Laiid^  in  the 
days  of  hia  domination*  had  fired  the  train,  by  attempt- 
ing 10  inipoae  upan  the  ijeotiish  people  church  cere^ 
jnaaus  fbra^  to  their  hnhits  and  upmions.  The  suc- 
cess with  wfiieh  ihiA  hud  h^-^^n  restated,  and  the  Prea- 
bm'fiari  model  ffub^titiitod  in  tti  place,  had  endear^ 
tfiff  Utter  to  the  naiion^  as  the  canw  m  which  they 
hid  lt](kn|>b^«  Tho  Solemn  League  and  Covenant, 
ftddptod  with  such  ^eal  by  the  f^reaier  part  of  the 
kinfdotn,  and  by  them  forced,  at  the  sword'a  point, 
lipon  the  oth(^re»  hnta  in  iu<  biysom,  m  \t»  prmdpal 
©bjcf-t,  ihr;  cfltablishing  the  doctrine  and  diftinpline  of 
the  Pre?hyterian  ehurtjh,  11  nd  the  putting  dowo  all 
urrof  and  heresy :  nn<i  having  attained  for  their  own 
countr)  an  ej*tal)li8hnieiit  i>f  this  grdden  cnndlestick, 
the  8eot9  bec^ame  liberally  nnd  fraternally  anxioofi  to 
ercrt  the  aame  in  England.  Thia  they  conceived 
mii|ht  tw  easily  attained  bv  lending  to  the  ParUoment 
,  the  efTeijtuat  assistance  0/  tho  Soc^ttish  forces.  The 
Pn  -liytt-rinnftf  a  numerous  and  powerful  party  in  the 
L]ML:lis]i  Parliament,  bad  hitherto  taken  tho  lead  in 
opposition  to  the  King  j  while  die  Independent  a  and 
other  aecumta,  who  aflerwands,  under  CromweHt  t^ 
sullied  the  power  of  the  sH'^rd,  and  overset  the  Pres- 
byterian model  both  in  Scotland  and  England,  were 
as  yet  cotiieiited  to  lurk  under  the  shtiker  of  the 
weatihier  and  more  p*>werful  party.  Tho  prospect  of 
bringing  to  a  uniformity  the  kingdotiis  of  England 
and  i^cotEand  in  discipline  and  WDrahipi  seemed  uicro- 
Jbre  aa  fa^r  as  it  waa  desirable. 

Tlie  oelnbrated  i^ir  Henri'  Vane^  one  of  the  com- 
•^isi^ioniirs  who  ncigotiatfil  the  alUatice  bctwijEt  Enij- 
nnd  and  Scotland^  saw  tluT  intluenec  which  this  bait 
:inid  upon  the  epinta  of  thoHe  with  whom  hedcaJt; 
itjd  although  hinijsclf  a  videia  Independent,  be  oon- 
^vc*d  at  onee  lajp^tiff  and  to  elude  the  ea^dcwrcs 
of  the  PreabytenaasL  or  qi^nlifyitig  the  obUgation  to 
tufunii  the  Church  of  EiigliiBd,  m  t  change  to  b*  ex- 
wnitx&a  '*  aooordiuff  to  iba  word  of  God,  and  the  beet 


rcff^rtfied  cborcliM,'*    Deceived  by  ibar  own  ^^mt' 

nt?tis>  ihi'ms(,'l¥C!i  frntenjiiniag  no  doubts  on  the  Ju» 
Dirt nu Hi  uf  their  own  t\^leeia8tical  eetabhehmeptt, 
and  not  holding  it  pop^ible  nich  doubts  coald  bs 
adopted  by  otherif,  ibe  Ctinvention^Estales  and  tb» 
Kirk  of  Seolland  eonct'tVed.  th^t  such  expreaaioDS 
necessarily  infi^rrftl  the  r^ttablishment  of  Presbytery; 
nor  wertj  rhey  unrli'ci-FViJ,  until,  when  their  hey>  was 
no  longer  u^cdfu^  the  i^y  ctahes  gSTe  them  to  under- 
stand, that  the  phrase  nijgbt  be  as  well  aiH>Ued  to  In- 
dependency, or  any  oth<  r  mode  of  worsoip.  which. 
those  who  wLrc  nt  the  head  of  affairs  at  the  time 
misht  consider  as  agrwi.blo  *'  to  the  word  of  Gkid, 
and  the  practice  of  the  n  fotped  chtmshes."  Neither 
were  the  outwitted  Srr^Lttsfl  less  astonished  to  find, 
that  the  designs  uf  the  En  Irtish  sectaries  struck  a^ainaC 
the  monarchial  conatitutif>a  of  Britain,  it  having  beeo 
iht^r  intention  to  reduce  the  power  of  the  King;  but 
by  no  means  to  abronaJie  the  office.  They  fiared,  now- 
evuff  in  ihis  nespectjikt;  rash  physicians,  who  oom- 
mencQ  by  over^phyeackini^  a  patient,  until  he  is  reduced 
to  a  stale  of  weaktie^,  from  which  cordials  are  after- 
warda  unable  10  rocovL^r  him. 

But  tlieiie  evtints  wcr^  ^.till  m  the  womb  of  futurity. 
As  yd  the  Sc4?itiah  Parliriinent  held  their  engagement 
with  Eriglaiid  conni^tLnt  with  justice,  pruoence,  and 
pictv,  and  their  milEtiiry  imder taking  seemed  to  suc- 
cet-d  to  thiir  vtirv  wish.  The  junction  of  the  Scot- 
tish army  with  iboae  of  Fairfax  and  Manchester,  en- 
ahk^I  the  Parliamentary  forces  to  besi^  York,  and 
to  %ht  the  desperate  at )  ion  of  Long-Marston  Moor, 
in  which  Prinee  RTtptirt  and  the  Marquis  of  Newcastle 
were  dcfcateil.  The  ?^t^oi:iish  auxiliaries,  indeed,  had 
leas  of  tiie  glory  of  this  victory  than  their  country- 
men cnuld  deaire*  Dnvid  Leslie,  with  their  cavalrtr 
fought  bravely,  and  to  them,  as  Well  as  to  CroiAweUrs 
brigade  of  InLlerict]dent&  the  honour  of  the  day  be- 
longed J  hut  the  old  Karl  of  Leven,  the  covenanting 
general,  wm  driven  out  of  the  field  by  the  impetuous 
chatwi  of  Princ4F?  Rupt^rt,  and  was  thirty  miles  distant 
in  full  night  towarda  Se NiUand,  when  he  was  over* 
taken  by  the  ne^^  that  1^  party  had  gained  a  00m- 
pleie  victory. 

The  nbaence  of  the-w  auxiliary  troops,  upon  this 
eruaade  for  the  establishment  of  Presbyterianism  in 
England,  had  fionsidetuMy  dimmished  the  power  of 
the  Con^-ention  of  E^iuics  in  Scotland,  and  had 
given  rise  to  those  agrtaTiotis  amonff  the  anti-oove- 
nanttr^  which  we  have  noticed  at  the  beginning  of 
this  chapter. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Hi*  mDtb#T  f  oHld  fur  him  u  ciadl«  tat 
Jf(!ir  huitwiDd'i  ratiy  Iron  rainelet ; 
WhiMfl  jftntlJii^  mutifj  rmfid  hash  her  babe  to  mat. 
Til  (It  nevfir  pliitn'd  of  lut  mt&uf  OMtt 
Thtin  <lid  hitdnMun  b(  itreuy  wan  at  naiid, 
Aud  wefcff,  and  TfHitht  md  woo,  tm  bf  could  stand. 
Hall's  saHTM. 
It  was  towards  the  cTose  of  a  summer's  evening, 
during  tho  anjtioua  tkcriofl  which  we  have  commemo- 
rated, that  a  yoirnggcntlinianofouaUty,  well  mount- 
ed at^d  armed,  ond  accompanied  by  two  servants^ 
one  of  whom  led  a  smupier  hors&  rode  riowly  up 
one  of  tbone  ateep  pat?^  ^,  by  whicn  the  HiKhlandf 
ane  aeee^ptble  from  the  Lowlands  of  Pertnsliii«b* 
Their  course  had  I  a  in  for  some  time  alons  the  baiULS 
<i[  A  take,  wliose  di^p  waters  reflected  the  crimson 
beams  of  the  we^^tert)  eun.    The  broken  path  which 
they  purHU'^d  wiUi  nome  difficulty,  was  in  some  places 
shaded  by  am^peiii  birch*  t^  and  oaik-trees.  and  in  others 
overhung  isy  fTagrnents  of  huge  rock.  Elsewhere,  tht 
hill,  which  (brmed  the  northern  side  of  thisbeauttfd 
sheet  of  water,  aroH^  in  ateep,  but  less  nrectpitoas 
acclivity^  and  was  urraveid  in  heath  of  the  darkest 
purple.    In  the  present  times,  a  scene  so  romantie 
would  have  b^en  judged  to  possess  the  highest  charms 
for  the  travener  t  but  thLTso  who  Journey  in  days  dt 
doubt  and  dread,  pay  little  attention  to  picturesque 
secntiry. 

Tlio  m  Bitter  kept*  fl<i  c^cn  as  the  wood  permitti 
abreast  of  ooe  or  both  of  his  domestics,  and 

<"  Tt)«  tHWfitit^l  mmM  U)»r,  nmx  Calleoder,  in  BlootiUii, 
I  nB»0  tMp«eU»  wwHdT  tha  dasoriptioo. 
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nmestly  to  converse  with  them,  probably  because 
me  distinctions  of  rank  are  readuy  set  aside  among 
those  who  are  made  to  be  sharers  of  common  danger. 
Tlie  dispositions  of  the  leading  men  who  inhabit  this 
wild  country,  and  the  probability  of  their  taking  part 
m  *J^e  political  convulsions  that  were  soon  expected, 
were  the  subjects  of  their  conversation. 

They  had  not  advanced  above  half  way  up  the  lake, 
mud  the  young  gentleman  was  nointine  to  his  atten- 
dants the  fflx>t  where  their  intended  road  turned  north- 
wards, and,  leaving  the  verge  of  the  lochj  ascended 
a  ravine  -to  the  right  hand  when  thev  discovered  a 
smgle  horseman  coming  down  the  snore,  as  if  to 
meet  them.  Tbe  gleam  of  the  sunbeams  upon  his 
head-piece  and  corslet  showed  that  he  was  in  armour, 
and  thepufpose  of  the  other  travellers  required  that 
he  should  not  pass  unquestioned.  "  We  must  know 
who  he  is,"  said  the  young  gentleman,  "  and  whither 
h^  is  going."  And  putting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he  rode 
forward  as  fast  as  the  rugged  state  of  the  road  would 
permit,  followed  by  his  two  attendants.  Until  he 
leached  the  point  where  the  i^ass  along  the  side  of 
the  lake  was  intersected  by  that  which  descended 
from  the  ravine,  securing  thus  against  the  possibility 
of  the  stranger  eluding  tnem,  by  turning  into  the  lat- 
ter road  before  they  came  up  with  them. 

The  single  horseman  had  mended  his  pace^  when 
he  first  observed  the  three  riders  advance  rapidly  to- 
wards him :  but  when  he  saw  them  halt  and  form  a 
front,  which  completely  occupied  the  path,  he  checked 
his  horse,  and  advanced  with  great  deliberation ;  so 
that  esch  party  had  an  opportunity  to  take  a  full  sur- 
vey of  the  other.  The  solitary  stranger  was  mounted 
rn  an  able  horse,  fit  for  military  service  and  for 
gient  weight  which  he  had  to  carry,  and  his  rider 
occupied  his  demipique,  or  war-saddl&  with  an  air 
that  showed  it  was  ms  fiamiliar  seat.  He  had  a  bright 
burnished  head-piece,  with  a  plume  of  feathers,  to- 

Sher  with  a  cmrass,  thick  enough  to  resist  a  mus- 
;-ball,  and  a  back-piece  of  lifter  materials.  These 
defensive  arms  he  wore  over  a  ouff  jerkin,  along  with 
a  pair  of  gauntlets,  or  steel  gloves,  the  tops  of  which 
reached  up  to  his  elbow,  and  which,  like  the  rest  of 
his  armour,  were  of  bright  steel.  At  the  front  of  his 
mflitary  saddle  hung  a  case  of  pistols,  far  beyond  the 
ordinary  size,  nearly  two  feet  in  length,  and  carrying 
bullets  of  twenty  to  the  pound.  A  Dim  belt,  with  a 
broad  silver  bucUe,  sustained  on  one  side  a  long 
straight  double-edged  broadsword,  with  a  strong 
guara,  and  a  blade  calculated  either  to  strike  or  push. 
On  the  right  side  hung  a  dagger  of  about  eighteen 
inches  in  length;  a  shoulder-Delt  sustained  at  his 
back  a  musketoon  or  blunderbuss,  and  was  crossed 
bv  a  bandolier  containing  his  charges  of  ammimition. 
Thigh-pieces  of  steel,  then  termed  taslets,  met  the 
tops  of  his  huge  jack-boots,  and  completed  the  equi- 
piuze  of  a  well-armed  trooper  of  the  period. 
The  appearance  of  the  horseman  himself  corres- 

Eonded  well  with  his  military  equipage,  to  which  he 
ad  the  air  of  having  been  long  inured.  He  was 
above  the  middle  size,  ,and  of  strength  sufficient  to 
bear  with  ease  the  weight  of  his  weapons,  offensive 
and  defensive.  His  age  might  be  forty  and  upwards, 
and  his  countenance  was  that  of  a  resolute  weather- 
beaten  veteran,  who  had  seen  many  fields,  and  brought 
away  in  token  more  than  one  scar.  At  the  distance 
of  about  thirty  yards  he  halted  and  stood  fiist,  rais- 
ed himself  on  his  stirrups,'  as  if  to  reconnoitre  and 
ascertain  the  purpose  of  the  opposite  party,  and 
brooj^t  his  musketoon  under  his  right  arm,  ready  for 
uw,  if  occasion  should  require  it.  In  every  thing  but 
numbers,  he  had  the  advantage  of  those  who  seemed 
indin^  to  interrupt  his  passage. 

The  leader  of  the  party  was,  indeed^  well  mounted 
and  clad  in  a  buff  coat,  richly  embroidered,  the  half- 
mh\iBTy  drcAS  of  the  period ;  but  his  domestics  had 
jiily  coarse  jackets  of  thick  felt,  which  could  scarce 
be  expected  to  turn  the  edge  or  a  sword,  if  wielded 
by  a  strong  man ;  and  none  of  them  had  any  wea- 
pons, save  swords  and  pistols,  without  which  gentle- 
men, or  their  attendants,  during  those  disCurbea  times, 
stOrlom  sthred  abroad. 

When  they  had  stood  at  gaze  for  about  a  mionte, 
the  vounRnr  ttentleman  gave  the  challenge  which  was 
Vol  IlL 


then  common  in  the  month  of  all  strangers  who  mut 
in  such  circumstances—"  For  whom  are  you  T* 

"  Tell  me  first,"  answered  the  soldier,  "  for  whom 
are  you  7— the  strongest  party  should  speak  first."  • 

"  We  are  for  God  and  King  Charles,  answered  the 
first  speaker.— "Now  tell  your  faction,  you  know 
ours." 

"I  am  for  God  and  my  standard,"  answered  the 
single  horseman. 

*^And  for  which  standard  1"  replied  the  chief  of  the 
other  party—"  Cavalier  or  Roundhead,  King  or  Con- 
vention?" 

"  By  my  troth,  sir,"  answered  the  soldier,  "  1  would 
be  loath  to  reply  to  you  with  an  untruth,  as  a  thing  un- 
becoming a  cavalier  of  fortune  and  a  soldier.  But  to 
answer  your  query  with  beseeming  veracity,  it  is  ne- 
cessary I  should  myself  have  resolved  to  whilk  of  the 
present  divisions  of  the  kingdom  I  shall  ultimately 
adhere,  being  a  matter  whereon  my  mind  is  not  as 
yet  preceesely  ascertained." 

"I  should  nave  thought,"  answered  the  gentleman, 
"  that,  when  loyalty  and  religion  are  at  stane,  no  gen- 
tleman or  man  of  honour  could  be  long  in  choosing 
his  party." 

"Truly,  sir,"  replied  the  trooper,  "if  ye  sp^k  this 
in  the  way  of  vituperation,  as  meaning  to  impugn 
my  honour  or  genteelity,  I  would  blithely  put  tno 
same  to  issue,  venturing  in  that  quarrel  with  my 
single  person  against  you  three.  But  if  you  speak  it 
in  the  way  of  logical  ratiocination,  whilk  I  have  em- 
died  in  my  youth  at  the  Mareschal-College  of  Abcr 
deen,  I  am  ready  to  prove  to  ye  logicS,  that  my  reso- 
lution to  defer,  for  a  certain  season,  the  taking  upon 
me  either  of  these  quarrels,  not  only  becometh  me  as 
a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour.'  but  also  as  a  per- 
son of  sense  and  prudence,  one  imbued  with  humane 
letters  in  his  early  youth,  and  who,  from  thencefo^  , 
ward,  has  followed  the  wars  under  the  banner  of  the 
invincible  Gustavus,  the  Lion  of  the  North,  and  un- 
der many  other  heroic  leaders,  both  Lutheran  and 
Calvinists,  Papist  and  Arminian." 

After  exchanging  a  word  or  two  with  his  domestics, 
the  younger  gentleman  replied,  "I  should  be  f^ad, 
sir,  to  have  some  conversation  with  you  upon  so  in 
teresting  a  question,  and  should  be  proud  it  I  can  dc- 
termipe  you  in  favour  of  the 'cause  I  have  myselx 
espoused.  I  ride  this  evening  to  a  friend's  house  not 
three  miles  distant,  whither,  ff  you  choose  to  accom- 
pany me,  you  shall  have  good  quarters  for  the  nighti 
ana  free  permission  to  take  your  own  road  in  the 
morning,  if  you  then  feel  noinclmation  to, join  with  us." 

"  Whose  word  am  I  to  take  for  this  *?"  answered 
the  cautious  soldier—"  A  man  must  know  his^^a- 
rantee,  or  he  may  fall  into  an  ambuscade." 

"I  am  called,"  answered  the  younger  Strang, 
"  the  Earl  of  Menteith,  and,  I  trust,  you  will  receive 
my  honour  as  a  sufficient  security." 

"A  worthy  nobleman,"  answered  the  soldier, 
"  whose  parole  is  not  to  be  doubted."  With  one  mo- 
tion he  replaced  his  musketoon  at  his  back,  and  wit^ 
another  made  his  military  salute  to  the  young  noble- 
man, and  continuing  to  talk  as  he  rode  forward  to 
join  nim— "  And  I  trust,"  siiid  he,  "  my  own  upto- 
rance,  that  I  wi  1 1  bo  £io/i  cumartidtj  to  your  Jord&hip 
in  peace  or  in  prn]  durinE?  the  time  wc  eh  nil  ahldf  to- 
getner,  will  not  bt  jiUog«rh^r  viliprndi^^  in  (hi?fr* 
doubtful  times,  whcn^  k?  ilipy  srv,  a  mnn's  bead  is 
safer  in  a  steel-c  np  ihfin  in  n  mnme  rntflri^K*' 

"I  assure  yc-u,  sir,"  ptiid  Lortt  Mitiiidth,  '"  th«i  to 
jvdge  from  your  TippcnrnttCf-,  I  rrifjpf  hkhly  vnhie  the 
advantage  of  your  r^rort ;  hut,  I  trtj^i,  we  ahull  have 
no  oecasion  for  any  ^MiciBfi  of  vn'oiir,  iin  I  eijtpcci 
to  conduct  you  to  good  and  Iricijiily  quarters." 

"  Good  quarters,  my  lord,"  replied  the  soldier,  "  aps- 
always  acceptable  and  are  only  to  be  postponed  tu 
good  pay  or  good  booty,— not  to  mentbn  the  honour 
of  a  cavalier,  or  the  needful  points  of  commanded 
duty.  And  truly,  my  lord,  your  noble  proffer  is  not 
the  less  welcome,  m  that  I  knew  not  preceesely  this 
night  where  I  and  my  poor  compamon*'  (patting  hit 
horse)  "were to  find  lodgments." 

"  May  I  be  permitted  to  ask,  then,"  said  Lord 
Menteith,  "  to  whom  I  have  the  good  fortvPA  '• 
atandouarter-BiMter?"  '  """^  ^-^^^^^ 
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"  TtiJlf,  my  lm<l,"  mid  th«  trwr^ert  "  my  njunc  ii 
Dii(s''tiy— Diii;yld  bfilgeityi  RiiMiiti^ttT  Duzsid  l>al- 
Beuyul  DrufiithwatkKi,  at  your  honourabk  b^^^tvico 
to  rammiind.  It  i^  u  namo  vou  may  havo  eeen  in 
G&tJb  JJfleicu*,  Ui«j  Sic^dUh  iRidt'tf^fr^rr  or,  if  ^ou 
roa^  Hlgn  Diiicb»  m  ih©  PhegtnJdt^k  Ahtroeur  of 
Leipes<^  My  fa  the  r  my  lord,  liaving  by  iin  thrifty 
coiiraas  rtnlifiasd  a  wir  patrimony  to  a  ntmtiitity.  I 
h[ul  no  ItetU^r  *hifi,  wbtiTi  I  ^as  fwlitjwti  years  atild, 
than  to  ^arry  the  k-ariiing  wlulk  I  had  aci|itired  at 
tht!  MartJ5f:lial*Coll(5^(i  uf  Aberdcifu,  my  gentle  bluid 
atid  desiioiatjon  of  DriimUvwriciwi,  toeietlier  i^ith  a 
pair  ol^  ^lajivurtb  armf,  ^iid  l^^g^  ^NJiyarni)  to  Uie 
Ck>rtiia5  wars,  t  lit  re  to  pu&h  my  way  aa  a  cavalier 
of  foflmiLv  My  lordi  my  legs  and  arme  atood  mt^  in 
more]  iiead  than  oitli^r  tny  j^eiuk  kin  or  my  book- 
Icar^  Rftd  I  Jo  and  inyaalf  trauing^  a  pike  aa  a  private 
j->i](k'NMii  iiiidor  old  Sir  Ludovick  Leslie.  wUisi a  I 
i  :Kjird  tb<!  rulc^  of  service  ao  tiehLly,  tbat  1  k^iII  not 
iox^ei  lium  in  a  hwrry*  Sir,  I  wave  been  made  to 
at  and  guartl  eiaht  hoiir%  bewig  frotn  twelve  at  noon 
to  eight  o'clatzk  of  ihe  njglit,  lit  the  palaces,  arciTed 
with  back  and  bn^aat^  nesd-^pieoo  and  brauebts, 
b&inff  iron  to  the  li*th»  in  a  luiier  frost,  uEid  the  ice 
wap  (13  bt^ni  as  t-^v^r  waa  flint :  and  all  for  Htopj^inff 
an  inatant  to  apeak  to  my  laiidludy,  when  I  elioula 
have  gone  to  roll-call." 

"  And,  doubtless,  sir,"  replied  Lord  Menteith,  "  you 
have  gone  (hrough  some  not  service,  as  well  as  this 
same  cold  duty  you  talk  of?" 

*'  Surely,  my  lord,  it  doth  not  become  me  to  speak ; 
but  he  that  bath  seen  the  fields  of  Leipsic  and  of' 
T,nT7--=n,  •^'t^-  -■-  -niri  til  bavr  — n  pilrhrr'.  b-t-lcjs. 
AjuJ  uWt  wIiu  hi'itti  i\iirji;S!itil  [itu  iiiuikiiij^  ^A  hiJ>ij,k- 
fortj  and  SpaidiLiin,  xiri J  N  ure Tubers*  ^id  sij  forrh, 
ahoLj,1d  kjiov^  ^L>ui4^vi  iiiit  abuut  lea^c'TS,  eLornia,^  oa- 
siutiffhts  nnd  oucTiiliii.^' 

'*  Biti  your  meni,  Hir^  and  expenea*^  were  doubt- 


lem  f^jilowed  bv  protijotlon  1" 

^^ll  came  alowi  my  lord,  dogma  alow/*  TOpbed 
Dalj^ctlyj  "bui  aa  my  Seoiiyi  eounlrymctit  the 
futheraol  (Iig  wor^  and  ttto  nnseraof  tlioae  vabn/us 
Scoliisb  re^iuienta  thnt  were  the  dread  of  Ckimmuy. 
bf^ri  to  fjjll  pretty  thick,  what  wUli  peatitt^mrts  and 
WDat  with  th«  Bwonl,  why  we,  llicir  ebUdrtn,  puc- 
Medttl  to  \\\Ht  inik  niance*  Sir*  1  was  six  y*  are  fiist 
pdvute  gr::nrknTiim  of  tite  company,  and  thri;!0  ytnrs 
iiaoj  tpeiEudi? ;  dj^doiiiine  lo  ri:^f]Vt»  a  halberd,  as 
unbecoming  my  birth,  IVliorc  foro  I  was  uluriitiujlv 
projn^ed  to  bo  a  fahu-drcm^^^t^r,  wa  the  Higti  Dmcn 
call  iti  (which  siirriititis  an  ancicnU  in  the  King's 
Lcif  ifegimerU  of  Blaok  tlor*^e,  and  ilusreafier  I  amse 
tu  l^ltputeiiam  and  nit-master,  under  that  mvine.lde 
nionareh,  the  bulwark  of  the  PrtityataiU  faitttf  the 
Lion  of  um  North,  ilie  ttaror  of  Auatria,  Gujstavus 
the  Victorioij.^." 

*' And  vet,  if  I  understand  vou.  Captain  Dalgetty.— 
i  think  Tfin^  rnnk  cofrt'Sjxjnds  with  your  foreign  title 
Of  r.  :  ■ 

'    .  .    iirade  preceESelv,'-  answered  Dal^'etly; 

"litt-master  signifying  literally  file-leader.", 

"  I  was  observing,"  oontuaued  LordMentcith,  "  that 
if  }  understood  you  right,  you  had  left  the  service  of 
tli»  great  Prince." 

"It  was  after  his  death— it  was  after  his  death,  su*," 
said  Dalgctty,  "  when  I  was  in  no  shape  boimd  to 
continue  mine  adherence.  There  are  things,  my  lord, 
m  that  service,  that  cannot  but  go  against  the  sto- 
mach of  any  cavalier  of  honoiur.  In  especial,  albeit 
the  pay  be  none  of  the  most  superabimdant,  being 
only  about  sixty  dollars  a-month  to  a  ritt-master.  yet 
the  invincible  Uustavus  never  paid  above  one  third 
of  that  sum.  whilk  was  distributed  monthly  by  way 
oC  loan ;  although,  when  jusUy  considered,  it  was.  m 
faot,  a  borrowing  by  that  great  monarch  of  the  addi- 
tional two  thhxfs  which  were  due  to  the  soldier. 
And  I  have  seen  some  whole  regiments  of  Dutch  and 
Holfteiners  mutiny  on  the  field  of  battle,  hke  base 
scullion^  crying  out  Gelt,  gelt,  signifying  their  desire 
of  pay,  insteaa  of  falling  to  Mows  like  our  noble 
l^cottish  blades,  who  ever  disdained,  my  lord,  poet- 
p»NiinK  of  honour  to  filthy  lucre." 

*'  But  were  not  these  arrears,"  said  Lord  Menteith, 
'  paid  to  tbe  soldiery  at  some  stated  period  1" 


"  My  loid,"  aaid  Dakettjr,  "I  take  it  on  my  com  - 
science,  that  at  no  period,  and  bv  no  possible  process 
could  one  creutzer  of  them  ever  be  recovered.  I  my- 
self never  saw  twenty  dollars  of  my  own  all  the 
time  I  served  the  mvindble  Gustavus,  imless  it  was 
frvj  1 1  ^iir  I  hance  of  a  storm  or  victory,  or  the  fetching 
in  Bome  town  or  doorp,  when  a  cavalier  of  fortune, 
who  knows  the  usage  of  wars,  seldom  fiuleth  to 
mrike  ^Hue  small  profit." 

"I  111  ^  ri  rather  to  wonder,  sir,"  said  Lord  Men* 
teith,  "  [lilt  you  should  have  continued  so  long  in 
tho  Sv^^,Ji8h  service,  than  that  you  should  nare 
ul  ti  rn  Ii  r , ' ,  withdrawn  from  it." 

'  AciLiur  I  should,"  answered  the  Ritt-maat^  j 
*'  but  that  great  leader,  captain,  and  king,  the  Lion 
of  the  North,  and  the  bulwark  of  the  Protestant  faith, 
had  a  way  of  winning  battles,  taking  towns,  over- 
running coimtries,  and  levying  contnbutions,  whilk 
made  his  service  irresistibly  delectable  to  all  true-bred 
cavaliers  who  follow  the  noble  profession  of  arma. 
Simple  as  I  ride  here,  my  lord.  I  have  myself  ocm- 
manded  the  whole  stift  of  Dunklespiel  on  the  Lower 
Rhine,  occupying  the  Palsgrave's  palace,  consuming: 
his  choice  wmesr  with  my  comrades,  calling  in  con- 
tributions, requisitions,  and  caduacs,  and  not  failing^ 
to  lick  my  fingers,  as  became  a  good  cook.  But  truly 
all  this  glory  hastened  to  decay,  after  our  neat  mas- 
ter had  been  shot  with,  three  bidlets  on  the  field  o£ 
Lutzen ;  wherefore,  finding  that  Fortune  had  changed 
sides,  that  the  borrowinj^s  and  landings  went  on  a* 
before  out  of  our  ( 
were  all  cut  ol 
took  service 
Irish  regiment" 

"  And^may  I  bc^  to  know  of  you,"  said  Lord  Ken- 
teith^  apparently  mterested  in  the  adventures  of  ths 
soldier  of  fortune,  "how  you  liked  this  change  ol 
masters'?" 

"Indifferent  well,"  said  the  Captain— " very  in- 
different weU.  I  cannot  say  that  the  Emperor  paid 
much  better  than  the  great  Gustavus.  For  hard 
knocks,  we  had  plenty  of  them.  I  was  often  obliged 
to  run  my  head  against  my  old  acquaintances,  the 
Swedish  feathers,  whilk  your  honour  must  conodva 
to  be  double-pointed  stakes,  shod  with  iron  at  each 
end,  and  planted  before  the  squad  of  pikes  to  prevent 
an  onfall  of  the  cavalry.  The  whilk  Swedish  feathers, 
although  they  look  gay  to  the  eye,  resemblmg  the 
shrubs  or  lesser  trees  of  ane  forest  as  the  puissant 
pikes,  arranged  in  battalia  behind  them,  correspond 
to  the  tall  pines  thereof^  yet,  nevertheless,  are  not 
altogether  so  soft  to  encounter  as  the  plumage  of  a 
goose.  Ho  wbeit,  in  despite  of  heavy  blows  aiid  light 
pay.  a  cavalier  of  fortune  may  thrive  indifferently 
well  in  the  Imperial  service,  in  respect  his  private 
•casualties  are  nothing  so  closely  looked  to  as  by  the 
Swede ;  and  so  that  an  ofiicer  did  his  duty  on  tlia 
field,  neither  Wallenstein  nor  Pappenheim.  nor  old 
Tflly  before  them,  would  likely  liiBten  to  the  objur- 
gations of  boors  or  burghers  against  any  commander 
or  soldado,  by  whom  they  chanced  to  be  somewhat 
closely  shorn.  So  that  an  experienced  cavalier,  know- 
ing how  to  lay,  as  our  Scottish  phrase  runs,  'the 
head  of  the  sow  to  the  tail  of  the  grice,'  might  gel 
out  of  the  country  the  pay  whilk  he  could  not  obtain 
from  the  Emperor." 

"  With  a  full  hand,  m,  donblcas,  and  with  interest," 
said  Loni  Mcfnttilh. 

*^  Indubilsblyt  my  lord/*  nnsi^ivfjed  Dalgetty^  com- 
po^inllv  J  "for  It  woidd  be  doubly  disgraceful  for  any 
soM  mIo  of  rank  to  have  bia  naiue  called  in  question 
for  jsriy  r]etty  dblinqutncy." 

'^4nd pray,  sir,' ^  comiriued  LordMenfeith,  "what 
mad(!  you  leavt^  bo  cainful  a  K'nice*?" 

"'  VVby,  truly,  air,  aii"*wtTod  like  soldier,  "an  Irish 
cavalitT,  called  O  QuilH^n,  Ixiog  major  of  our  le- 
giment,  and  1  having  hod  words  with  faiim  ^e  nig^t 
before,  respecting  the  worth  and  precedence  of  oar 
several  nations,  it  pleased  him  tho  next  day  to  deliver 
his  orders  to  me  with  the  point  of  his  batoon  advaqoso 
and  hekl  aloo^  instead  of  declining  and  trailing  tha 
same,  as  is  the  fashion  from  a  courteous  command* 


ingopcer  towards  his  equal  in  rank,  thou^  it  mi» 
be,  hiB  inleriar  in  miUtary  grade.   Upon  tbia  qaairil 
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ar,  we  fimght  in  private  nncontn ;  and  aa,  in  the 
prrquisitions  which  followed,  it  ploaaed  Walter  Butler, 
our  oberst,  or  c#lonel,  to  give  the  lighter  ptiniahment 
to  hia  countryman,  and  the  heavier  to  me,  whereupon, 
xll-sf^maching  such  partiality,  I  exchanged  my  com- 
mlasion  for  one  under  the  Spaniard." 

"I   hope  you  found  yourself  better  off  by  the 
diange  7"  sind  Lord  Mentcith. 

''In  Kood  Bcotn,'-  anaweced  the  Ritt-meater,  "I 
had  but  Jittl^e  to  complain  of.  The  pay  was  somewhat 
ref?ular,  being  furnished  by  the  rich  Flemings  and 
Haloons  of  me  Low  Country.  The  quarters  were 
excellent;  the  good  wheaten  loaves  of  the  Flemings 
were  better  than  the  Provant  rye-bread  of  the  Swede, 
and  Rhenish  wine  was  more  plenty  with  us  than  ever 
I  saw  the  black-beer  of  Rostock  in  Gustavus's  camp. 
Service  there  was  none,  duty  there  was  little;  and 
that  little  we  mi^ht  do,  or  leave  undone,  at  our 
pleasure ;  an  excellent  retirement  for  a  cavalier  some- 
wiiat  weary  of  field  and  leaguer,  who  had  purchased 
with  his  blood  as  much  honour  as  might  serve  his 
turn,  and  was  desirous  of  a  little  ease  and  good  living." 
"And  may  I  ask,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "why  you, 
Captain,  being,  as  I  suppose,  in  the  situation  you 
describe,  reiirea  from  the  Soanish  service  also  V' 

"  You  are  to  consider,  my  lord,  that  your  Spaniard," 
RpBed  Captain  Dalgetty,  "is  a  person  altogether 
unparalleled  in  hia  own  conceit  wherethrough  he 
nniketh  not  fit  account  of  such  torei^  cavaliers  of 
Talour  as  are  pleased  to  take  service  with  him.  And 
a  galling  thing  it  is  to  every  honourable  soldado,  to 
bo  put  aside,  and  postponed,  and  obliged  to  yield  pre- 
ference to  every  pumng  signer,  who,  were  it  the 
qfuestion  which  should  nrst  mount  a  breach  at  push 
of  pike,  might  be  apt  to  yield  willing  place  to  a  Scot- 
ush  cavalier.  Moreover,  sir,  I  was  pricked  in  con- 
Bcienoe  respecting  a  matter  of  religion." 

"  I  should  not  have  thought.  Captain  Dalgetty," 
said  the  young  nobleman,  "that  an  old  soldier,  who 
had  changed  service  so  often,  would  have  been  too 
Bcrupulous  on  that  head." 

"  No  more  1  am,  my  lord,"  said  the  Captain,  "  since 
I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the-chaplain  of  th^  regiment 
to  settle  those  matters  for  me,  and  every  other  brave 
cavalier,  inasmuch  as  he  does  nothing  else  that  I 
know  of  for  his  pay  and  allowances.  But  this  was  a 
particular  case,  my  lord,  a  casus  imm-ovisus^  as  I 
may  say,  in  whUk  1  had  no  chaplain  of  my  own  per- 
suasion to  act  as  my  adviser.  I  found,  in  short,  that 
although  my  being  a  Protestant  might  be  winked  at, 
in  respect  that  I  was  a  man  of  action,  and  had  more 
experience  than  all  the  Dons  in  our  tertia  put  together, 
yet,  when  in  garrison,  it  was  expected  I  should  go  to 
»aas  with  the  regiment  Now,  my  lord,  as  a  true 
Scottish  man,  ana  educated  at  the  Marescnal-CoUege 
<rf  Aberdeen,  I  was  bound  to  uphold  the  mass  to  be 
tn  act  of  bUnded  papistry  and  utter  idolatry,  whilk  I 
>^a8  altogether  unwilhng  to  homologate  by  my 
presence.  True  it  is,  that  I  consulted  on  the  point 
jnth  a  worthy  countryman  of  my  own,  one  Father 

iatsides,  of  the  Scottish  Convent  m  Wurtzbiug** 

"And  I  hope,"  observed  Lord  Menteith,  "you  ob- 
tained a  clear  opinion  from  this  same  ghostly  rather?" 
,^  As  clear  as  it  could  be,"  replied  Captain  Dalgetty, 
eonsidering  we  had  drunk  six  flasks  of  Rhenisn, 
WW  about  two  mutchkins  of  Kirchen-wasser.  Father 
llfttsidea  informed  me,  that,  as  nearly  as  he  could 
H^ge  for  a  heretic  like  myself^  it  signified  not  much 
^hether  I  went  to  mass  or  not,  seeing  my  eternal  per- 
wt»n  was  sifted  and  sealed  at  any  rate,  in  respect 
Jt  w»y  impemtent  and  obdurate  perseverance  in  my 
famntble  heresy.  Being  discouraged  by  this  response, 
*  "PplieH.  to  a  Dutch  paator  of  the  reformed  church, 
y^Qo  told  me,  he  thought  I  might  lawfully  go  to  mass, 
ui, respect  that  the  prophet  permitted  Naaman,  a 
^>Knty  man  of  valour,  and  an  honourable  cavalier  of 
oyna,  to  follow  his  master  into  the  house  of  Rimmon, 
\  talse  god,  or  idol,  to  whom  he  had  vowed  service, 
n  k**  J  ^  down  when  the  king  was  leanins  upon 
■»■  hand.  But  neither  was  this  answer  satisiactory 
}9JJJ«I  both  because  there  was  an  unco  difierenoe be- 
vj?*n  an  anointed  King  of  Syria  and  our  Spanish 
y^lt  whom  I  could  have  blown  away  like  the 
v*nag  of  an  ingan.  and  chwfly  because  looold  not 


find  the  thing  was  reqtured  of  me  by  any  of  the  ai- 
tides  of  war;  neither  was  I  profiered  any  conndera' 
tion,  either  in  perquisite  or  pay,  for  the  wrong  1  might 
thereby  do  to  my  conscience. 

"  So  YOU  again  changed  your  service  7"  said  Lord 
Menteitn. 

"  In  troth  did  I,  my  lord ;  and  after  trying  for  a 
short  while  two  or  three  other  powers,  I  even  took  on 
for  a  time  with  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States  of 
HoUand." 

"And  how  did  their  service  jump  with  your  hu 
mour  7"  again  demanded  his  companion. 
.  "  O !  my  lord."  said  the  soldier,  in  a  sort  of  enthu 
siasm,  "  their  behaviour  on  pay-day  might  be  a  pattern 
to  all  Europe— no  borrowings,  no  Icndmgs,  no  offsets, 
no  arrears—all  balanced  and  paid  like  a  banker's 
book.  The  quarters,  too,  are  excellent,  and  the  al- 
lowances unchallengeable ;  but  then,  sir,  they  are  a 
preCeese,  scrupulous  people,  and  will  allow  pothing 
for  peccadilloes.  So  that  if  a  boor  complains  of  a 
broken  head,  or  a  beer-seller  of  a  broken  can,  or  a  daft 
wench  does  but  squeak  loud  enough  to  be  heard  above 
her  breath,  a  soldier  of  honour  shall  be  drag^,  not 
before  his  own  court-marflal,  who  can  best  judge  of 
and  punish  his  demerits,  but  before  a  base  mechanical 
burgo-master,  who  shall  menace  him  with  the  rasp- 
house,  the  cord,  and  what  not,  as  if  he  were  one  of 
their  own  mean,  amphibious,  twenty-breeched  boors. 
So  not  being  alje  to  dwell  longer  among  those  un- 
grateful plebeians^  who,  although  unable  to  defend 
themselves  by  their  proper  strength,  will  nevertheless 
allow  the  noble  foreign  cavalier  who  engRges  with 
them  nothing  beyond  his  dry  wa^es,  which  no  ho- 
nourable spint  will  put  m  competition  \vith  a  liberal 
license  and  honourable  countenance,  I  resolved  to 
leave  the  service  of  the  Mynheers.  And  hearing  at 
this  lime,  to  my  exceeding  satisfaction,  that  there  is 
something  to  be  doing  this  summer  in  my  way  in  this 
my  dear  native  countiy,  I  am  come  hither,  as  they 
say,  like  a  beggar  to  a  oridal,  in  order  to  give  my  lov- 
ing  countrymen  the  advantage  of  that  experience 
which  I  have  acquired  in  foreif^n  parts.  So  your  lord- 
ship has  an  oudine  of  my  bnef .  story,  excepting  my 
deportment  m  those  passages  of  acuon  in  the  field, 
in  leaguers,  storms,  and  onslaughts,  whilk  would  be 
wearisome  to  narrate,  and  might,  peradventure,  better 
befit  any  other  tongue  than  mine  own." 


.      CHAPTER  IIL 

For  pl«aa  of  right  let  Btatesmen  vox  their  head, 
Bartle'i  mr  biuineN,  and  mr  guerdon  bread  ; 
And,  with  the  aworded  Switzer,  I  can  soy. 
The  best  of  caiuea  is  the  best  of  pajr.       I>omi«b. 

Ths  difinculty  and  narrowness  of  the  road  had  by 
this  time  become  such  as  to  interrupt  the  conversa- 
tion of  the  travellers,  and  Lord  Menteith,  reining 
back  his  horse,  held  a  moment's  private  conversation 
with  his  domestics.  The  Captiun,  who  now  led  the 
van  iif  thf  pn^v.  after  nbont  a  qinrur  of  q  Tnile*B 
slc^^.- ■iiij  iM'l-i.'in.- jiiivsiitu  tjp  a  Lrukt-n  und  rUjMixcd 
as«i  111.  1  irii Tunl  into  Ati  uplnnd  vnllt?yi  ro  which  a 

m n-Mu  >[rL,Mii  netted  as  b  dmin.  dtki  sljbrtjcd  titf- 

ficnni  ruom  upon  its  greens  ^vard  tianks  for  ilie  tra- 
vel Ij  i  :-ti:»  pTirsfio  th^ir  jburnt: viji  a  more?  s^xinl  tiiannr r, 

Lurrj  ^fontl*ilh  ucrordingly  resunud  thp  wdversn- 
tioriT  which  hac*  ^«K^n  inierruptf^d  by  the  difli cullies  of 
the  way*  "I  eo^itld  havn  thought/'  fiuki  he  to  f'ii|>- 
tain  iKikptty,  *Mhat  a  cavalier  ct  your  honoNrnbie 
m;irk,  who  hath  so  long  followed  the  valiant  King  of 
S^v  ii?f'H,  and  fntcrlains  such  a  suitdtile  conitmpi  for 
th.  t 'Hf^i:  nicchanicol  Statr.^of  Holland, woyld noi  have 
he '- 1  r  1  r (ii  to  cm braoe  th e  caus«  of  K ins  C ha rl c&,  in  pna* 
feri  Lifv  toThatof  ibclow-lwim,  roiinclhcmMj  cantiiup 
knnvfs,  who  ore  in  rcbdliorj  agfdE>?r  hia  authority  1-^ 

"Ye  speak  tenaonably,  my  lord/'  said  Dalgedy, 
"nnff,  rctierU  pfiribvjf,  1  rniiifi;  t>e  induced  tn  eee  th9 
mtT[i(^rln  the  snmt  liglu.     But,  my  lofdt  ihtTc  m  n 

r)i[Mnim  pmvcrb,--fino  wordu  butter  no  parRnipfe. 
h-ivu  heard  ennuah  eirrcie  1  cnme.  hpriN  to  bfltiely  lAe- 
that  a  ravali(3r  of  honour  is  free  tn  lako  tiny  pa  ft  -ii 
this  dvil  embroil mtin I  whilk  h*^  rniiv  liQdifjost  roti- 
venient  for  hia  own  p^»K»iv  Xjiyaiilf  kfitiir  paw- 
word^  my  lord— Liberty,  mnn  anoiher  mdd  fronu 
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the  other  side  of  the  strath— the  Kinp;,  shouts  one 
wa.>cr>'— the  Parliament,  roors  another— Moairose, 
for  ever,  cries  Donald,  wavinj;  his  honnet— Argylc 
Olid  Leven,  cries  a  south-country  ^Jaundera,  vapouring 
with  his  hat  and  feather.  Kidu  for.tlic  bishdps,  says  a 

Sricst ,  with  his  {i^own  and  rociiet  —Stand  stout  for  the 
[irk,  cries  a  minister,  in  a  (njneva  feap  and  band.— 
Good  watchwordsall— excellent  watchwords.  Whilk 
cause  is  the  best  I  cannot  say.  But  sure  am  I,  that 
I  have  fought  knee-deep  in  bloo^i  many  a  day  for  one 
tliat  was*  ten  degrees  worse  than  the  worst  of  them  all." 

"  And  pray.  Captain  Oalwetty,"  said  his  lordship, 
■  since  the  pretensions  of  both  parties  seem  to^ou  so 
equal,  will  you  please  to  inform  us  by  what  circum- 
stances your  preference  will  be  determined  ?" 

*'  Simply  uiwn  two  considerations,  my  lord."  an- 
swered the  aoMier.  "  Bcinp:,  first,  on  which  side  my 
services  would  be  in  most  honourable  request ;— Anci, 
secondly,  whilk  is  a  corollary  of  the  first,  by  whilk 
party  they  are  likely  to  be  most  gratefully  ref^uiicd. 
And,  to  deal  plainly  with  you,  my  lord,  my  opinion  at 
present  doth  on  both  points  rather  incUne  to  the  aide 
of  the  Parliament." 

"  V'our  reasons,  if  you  please,"  said  Lord  Menteith, 
"  and  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to  meet  them  with  some 
others  which  arc  more  powerfiU." 

"  Sir,  I  shall  be  amenable  to  reason."  said  Captain 
Dal:;ettv,  "  supposing  it  addresses  itself  to  my  honour 
and  mv  interest.  Well,  then,  my  lor(  here  is  a  sort 
of  Hiffnland  host  assembled,  or  expected  to  assem- 
ble, in  these  wild  hills,  in  the  Klnffa  behalf.  Now,  sir, 
you  know  the  nature  of  our  Hi»;hlanders.  I  will  not 
deny  them  to  be  a  people  stouten  body  and  vaHantin 
heart,  and  courageous  enough  m  their  own  wild  way 
of  fi^liting,  which  is  as  remote  from  the  usages  antl 
discipline  of  war  as  ever  was  that  of  the  ancient 
Scythians,  or  of  the  salvage  Indians  of  America  that 
now  iH.  Tney  havena  sae  mickle  as  a  German  whis- 
tle, or  a  druirti  to  beat  a  march,  an  alarm,  a  charge,  a 
retreat,  a  reveille,  or  the  tattoo,  or  any  other  point  of 
war;  and  their  damnable  skirfin'  pipes,  whilk  they 
themselves  pretend  to  understand,  are  unintelligible 
to  the  ears  of  any  cavaliero  accustomed  to  civilized 
warfare.  So  that,  were  I  undertaking  to  discipline 
such  a  breech  less  moh,  it  were  impossible  for  me  to 
be  understood ;  and  if  I  were  understood,  jtulge  ye, 
my  ionl,  whnt  chance  I  had  of  being  obeyed  among 
a  Dind  of  half  salvages,  who  are  accustomed  to  pay 
to  thtir  own  lainls  and  chiefs,  allenarlj,  that  re- 
spect and  obedience  whilk  ought  to  be  paid  to  crjm- 
inis9ioni;e  officers.  If  I  were  teaching  them  to  form 
battalia  by  extracting  the  square  root,  that  is,  by  form- 
in;^  your  square  battalion  of  equal  number  of  men  of 
rank  and  nle,  corresponding  to  the  square  root  of  the 
full  number  present,  what  return  could  I  expect  for 
confmunicatini;  this  golden  secret  of  military  tactic, 
exfppl  it  maybe  a  dirk  in  my  wamc,  on  placing  some 
2VI*A lister  More,  M'ShemeiorCapperfoe,  in  the  flank 
or  rear,  when  ho  claimed  to  be  in  the  van  1  Truly, 
well  saith  holy  writ,  '  if  ye  cast  pearls  before  swine, 
thev  w\\\  turn  ai^ain  and  rend  ye,  " 

•'^I  U'lieve,  Anderson,"  said  l.ord  Mentcith,  lookinc 
back  to  one  of  his  ser\'anis,  for  both  were  close  beliind 
him,  "you  c:m  assure  this  sentleman,  we  shall  have 
more  occasion  for  experienced  oflicers,  and  bo  more 
dispose- 1  to  profit  by  their  instructions,  than  he  soems 
to  he  aware  of" 

"With  vour  honour's  permission,"  said  Anderson, 

^  respectfully  raising  his  cop,  "  when  we  are  joined  by 

the  Irish  infantry,  who  an*  expf>cted,  and  who  should 

be  landed  in  the  West  Highlands  l)dbre  now.  we  shall 

have  need  of  good  soldiers  to  discipline  our  levies." 

"And  I  sliould  like  well— very  well,  to  be  employed 
in  such  service,"  said  Dalcrettv ;  "  the  Irish  are  pretty 
fellows— verv  pretty  iVllows — 1  desire  to  we  none  bet- 
ter in  the  field.  I  once  saw  a  brigade  of  Irish,  at  the 
lakini;  of  Frankfort  unon  the  Od«»r.  stand  to  it  with 
Bwoni  and  pike  until  they  heat  off  the  blue  and  yellow 
Swerlish  b^gadc^  estcemwl  as  stout  as  any  that  fought 
under  the  immortal  Gustnvus.  And  althous;h  stout 
Hi.*pbiirn,  valiant  Lumsdalc,  courageous  Monroe,  with 
tn\'9i^)f  nnfi  other  cavaliers,  made  entry  else  whore  at 
ftointofpikt*.  yet,  had  xvc  nil  mnt  with  such  opposition, 
mm  had  returned  with  gnat  loss  and  little  profit. 


Wherefore  these  valiant  Irishes,  being  all  pat  to  !■ 
sword,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  did  uevennelenai 
immortal  praise  and  lionour ;  so  that,  Tor  their  m^ 
I  have  always  loved  and  honoured  those  of  that  miiot 
next  to  my  own  country  of  Scotland." 

"A  command  of  Irish,"  said  Menteith,  *'I  tfink  I 
could  almost  promise  you,  should  you  be  dispoied  to 
embrace  the  royal  cause. 

"And  yet,"  said  Captain  Dalscttv,  "my  seoond  nd 
greatest  difficulty  remains  benind;  for.  altbooKh  I 
hold  it  a  mean  and  sordid  thing  for  a  sokiado  to  hxfi 
nothing  in  his  mouth  but  pay  and  gelt,  like  the  bHi 
cullions,  the  Grerman  lanz-knechts^  whom  I  rijcation- 
ed  before ;  and  although  I  will  maintain  it  with  my 


becomes  a  wise  and  considerate  cavalier  to  coouf 
what  remuneration  he  is  to  receive  for  his  senrioe,  aai 
from  what  funds  it  is  to  be  paid.  And  truly,  my  M, 
from  what  I  can  soe  and  hear,  the  Convention  are  tfat 
pursemasters.  The  Highlanders,  indeed,  may  beknC 
in  humour,  by  allowing  them  to  steal  cattle ;  and  lor 
the  Irishes,  yoiu*  lordship  and  your  noble  assodBtai 
may,  accordnig  to  tlie  practice  of  the  wwn  in  wank 
cases,  pay  them  as  seldom  or  as  little  aa  may  mit 
your  pleasure  or  convenience  ;  but  the  aame  mode  d 
treatment  doth  not  apply  to  a  cavalier  like  me,  wlio 
must  keep  up  his  horses,  servants,  arms,  and  eqo^ 
age,  and  who  neither  can,  nor  will,  go  to  winia 
upon  his  own  charges." 

Anderson,  the  domestic  who  had  before  apokoi 
now  respectfully  addressed  his  master.—"  I  think,  mr 
lord,"  he  said,  "  tliat,  under  your  lordship*8  favov,  I 
could  say  something  to  remove  Captain  Dalgetty*!  ••- 
cond  objection  also.  He  asks  us  where  we  are  toeol- 
lect  our  pay  ;  now,  in  my  poor  mind,  the  lesuuroa 
are  as  open  to  us  as  to  the  covenanters.  They  tax  dit 
country  according  to  their  pleasure,  and  ouDpidili 
the  estates  of  the  King's  friends :  now,  were  we  ooet 
in  the  Lowlands,  with  our  Highlanders  and  our  Ink 
at  our  backs,  and  our  swords  in  our  handa  wecu 
find  many  a  fat  traitor,  whose  ill-gotten  wealth  diall 
fill  our  military  chest  and  satisfy  our  soldiery.  Be* 
sides,  confiscauons  will  fall  in  thick :  and,  in  giving  do- 
nations of  forfeited  lands  to  every  adventuronscaTifiir 
who  joins  his  standard,  the  King  will  at  onoerewn 
his  fnends  and  punish  nis  enemies.  In  short,  he  Ait 
joins  tlicso  Roundhead  dogs  may  get  some  misenni 
pittance  of  pay— he  that  joins  our  standard  has  a 
chance  to  be  knight,  lord,  or  carl,  if  luck  serve  him. 

"  Have  you  ever  served,  my  good  friend  7"  said  (fat 
Captain  to  the  spokesman. 

"A  little,  sir,  in  these  our  domestk;  quarreb,"  tt* 
swered  the  man,  modestly.  ' 

"  But  never  in  Gennany  or  the  Low  Countmir 
said  Dalgetty. 

"  I  never  had  the  honour,"  answered  Anderson. 

"  I  profess,"  said  Dalgetty,  addressiiig  Lord  Mai- 
teith,  ^*  your  lordship's  servant  has  a  sensible,  natunli 
pretty  idea  of  military  matters  ;  somewhat  irngabi^ 
thou^'h,  and  smells  a  little  too  much  of  selling  Oh 
bear's  skin  before  he  has  hunted  hiin.— I  will  takeoi 
matter,  however,  into  my  consideration.** 

"  Do  so, Captain,"  said  Lord  Menteith ;"  yoo  will ht«i 
the  night  to  think  of  it,  for  we  are  now  near  the  boo^ 
where  I  hope  to  ensure  you  a  hospitable  reception.  .^ 

"  And  that  is  what  will  Ikj  very  welcome,"  ■■ 
the  Captain,  "  for  I  have  tasted  no  food  since  day 
break  but  a  farl  of  oat-cake,  which  I  divided  with  19 
horse.  So  I  have  been  fain  to  draw  my  sword  Wl 
three  bores  tighter  for  very  extenuation,  lest  " 
and  heavy  iron  should  make  the  gird  slip." 

CHAPTER   IV. 

Once  on  a  timp,  no  mnttn  wlwn, 
Rome  Glunimi^  mot  in  a  trim ; 
Ah  df'fk  niHt  tiif  tit  an  evor  wc#ra 
A  (lurk,  a  ivne.  and  a  claymore, 
Hliort  iitiKtf,  and  holU'd  plaid  or  trew», 
In  Uiiit,  Lochahi^,  Pkfi',  or  Lowe*. 
Or  rover'd  hard  head  with  hi«  twnnet ; 
Had  you  but  known  them,  yon  would  owa  it 
A  HILL  was  now  before  the  travellers,  covered  wijk 
an  ancieaitomVoC  Scouiib  firai  the  topnyvi  of  wfaioN 


1^ 

jIngiN;  cMr'Mdi0d:lifBiiriiet  «^^ 
IwmKm,  gletmed  raddy  ia  the  settiBR  tun.  In  the  oen- 
Ireof  chia  wood  io«etna  lowena^  or  jrather  the  chim- 
nejr^  of  the  bpute^  or  cmiIc,  as  it  was  calioii,  dwiinad 
m  the  tna  of  mm  joii^ey. 
.  As  uoiMtl  at  that  pAnod^one  or  two^  lujih-ridsed  nar« 
loir  buildmsi,  intcMeoting  and  croesUig  each  otMi, 
fermed  the  mrp»  tU  iogi*.  A  projectiog  bartizan  or 
two,  with  ifa«  addition  of  small  tturreta  at  th«  angieai 
Diuch  resembling  pep|Msr- boxes,  had  |Wo«iired  fbr 
Pamiinvaraohihe  dignified  appellation  of  a  castle.  It 
was  surrouiided  by  a  low  ooon^yard  wall,  within 
which  were  tha  usual  oQioss. 

is  the  travel  kers  approached  more  nearly,  they  difr 
mered  marks  otf  recent  addiiieos  to  the  defences  of 
ttiej>lae8»  which  had  been  suggeatadt  doubtless,  by 
ine  imeeurity  of  those  troublesfyiie  limes.  Additional 
loep-holea  ft>r  Biiislcetry  were  siiDcl(  our  in  difierent 
parts  0^  the  building,  Arid  of  its  surrounding  wall.  l%e 
windows  had  jusi  been  careful^  seettred  by  stan^ 
dMons  of  iron,  erossine  leach  ether  athwart  and  end- 
loqg,  like  the  grauw  of  a  prison.  Th«  door  of  the 
coart-yard  was  shut ;  and  it  w«s  only  after  cilatious 
ehaUenf^e  that  one  of  its  leaves  was  opened  by  two 
doai'vtirs,  bMh  strong  Highlander^  and  both  ander 
srms,  like  Uttiasand  PandnrwHn  the  .^Bneid,  ready  to 
defiend  the  enuanee  if  ought  hostjie  had  ^wniured  an 

iMThen  the  travellers  were  admitted  into  the  court, 
ihnr  fooad  ad«^tipaal  preparations  fi»r  defenoe.  The 
anuls  were  seanblded  for  the  use  of  ftre-anns,  and  eoe 
or  iwo  of  tha  am^l  guns,  eatled  sackers,  or  falcons, 
were  mounted  at  the  angles  and  flanking  furretSk 

MofB domestics,  bothm  the  UighlaRd  and  Lowland 
diesa,  instantly  rushed  irom  the  interior  of  ths  man^ 
■OB,  and  some  hatiened  to  take  the  horses  of  the 
straoeer^  while  otheis  waited  to  marshal  them  a  way 
ato  Che  a  weUipa-houae*  But  Captain  Dalgettv  rsfii- 
add  the  proflereu  assistanos  of  those  who  wished  to 
relieve  him  of  the  charge  of  his  hors&  "  It  is  my  cus- 
l^m,  ny  friends,  t»  see  Gustavus  (for  so  1  have  cslloJ 
mm  after  ray  invineihtc  master)  accommodated  my> 
aolf ;  we  are  old  friends  and  IHlow-traveilers.  and  as 
i  often  need  the  use  of  his  legs,  1  alwava  lend  him  in 
OBf  turn  the  aerviee  of  my  tongue,  to  call  for  whatever 
bs  has  occasion  Son"  an4  accordingly  he  etrede  into 
the  stable  after  his  steed  without  farther  apology. 

Neither  Lord  Menteiih  nor  hia  attendants  paid  the 
same  attention  to  their  horses,  hut,  lesving  them  to 
the  proHered  care  of  the  servants  of  the  place,  walked 
forward  into  the  house,  where  a  sort  of  dark  vaulted 
veatibule  displayed,  among  other  miscellaneous  arti^ 
ds^  a  htKS  haria  of  two-penny  ale,  beside  which 
were  ranged  two  or  three  wooden  queichs,  or  bicken^ 
fwdy.  H  ¥foM  appear,  for  the  service  of  whoever 
tboagnt  proper  toemploy  them.  Lord  Menteith  appli^ 
ed  himeeu  to  the  spigot,  drank  without  ceremony,  and 
then  handed  the  stoup  to  Anderson,  who  follow>ed  his 
masier  s  example,  but  not  until  be  had  flunjg  out  the 
dmp  of  ale  which  remampd,  and  slightly  nnsed  the 
wooden  cup. 

**  What  taedeil,  man,"  sakl  an  old  highland  servant 
bstoQipng  to  the  family,  "can  ahe  no  drink  after  her 
•ia  inaster  without  warning  the  cup  and  qiiUing  the 
ale;  ana  be  tamned  to  herr 

"*!  was  bred  in   Pranoe,"  aiwwered  Aiuleieon, 

where  nobfody  drinks  after  another  out  of  the  same 
cop^nleae  it  be  after  a  young  lady." 

''The  teir*  in  their  nicety!"  aaid  Donald i  "and  if 
the  ala  be  glide,  fat  the  waur  ts't  that  another  man's 
beard*^  been  in  thoqueich  belore  yef?" 

Andaraoo*a  companion  drank  without  observing  the 
ecfamony  which  had  given  DonaM  so  much  oflenoa, 
and  both  of  them  follpwed  than*  masier  into  the  low- 
arohad  atoi^  hall,  which  wss  the  common  rendez- 

C  of  a  Highland  family*  Ahtfss6reoipeatsin  tha 
chimney  at  the  upper  end  shed  a  dim  light 
through  the  apartment,  and  was  rendarrd  necessary 
by  the  damp,  oy  which,  oven  during  the  summer,  the 
tpartment  was  rendered  uncomfortable.  Tweptv 
0f  thirty  targets,  as  many  claymores,  ^ah  dirks,  and 
Mda  and  gun&  both  match-lock  and  fire*lock,  and 
Im-bows,  and  cross-bows,  and  Lochaber  axek 
MT  ooaft  of  plate  armour,  ahd  itad  boiineta»  tod 


, ,  anTf*  ihr  ^iidf^'writt  'twhi  „ 

h-ts^f  reticulated  maii^  with  hood  and  slasves  nsw- 
responding  tolt,  all  huag  hi«oniysionBbom  the  Walls, 
and  woukl  have  ibnaedi  mouths*  amussment  torn 
nembsr  of  a  modem  antiqimiian  society,  ^tm  mek 
things  were  too  fiimtliar,  to  attsaa  macfa  observaiioii 
on  the  pcttof  the  preaentapiwtttara. 

There  was  a  large  clumsy  oaken  teUe.  whioh  dtt 
Msty  hoepitalrtv  of  the  domestic  who  bad  beiwe  f^*- 
ken,  immediately  roi^Md  with  milk,  batter,  g«>at-liMk 
eheeaev  a  flaffon  of  beer,  and  a  flaBk  of  usqu^ft.  de- 
signed for  the  refireshmeni  of  Lord  Menteith ;  whfledb 
iruerior  sewant  made  siiliilar  proparatioBs  at  the  bou 
lom  of  the  table  for  the  beneiit  of  hiaanendailts.  Thh 
space  which  mtervea  d  between  them  was,  wxording 
10  the  manners  of  the  times,  sufficient  diMinetion  b« 
tween  niaater  and  servant,  eves  though  d«  format 
wa&  aa  is  the  piesaat  inaunca^  of  high  rank.  If  ean- 
while  the  guests  stood  by  the  fire— the  young  nubli^ 
man  iinder  the  thinmay,  and  hia  servants  at  aobia 
little  distsnce.  i 

^  *'  Wfast  lia  you  think,  Andsnoa,"  aakl  the  fohner, 
"  of  oUr  fellow-travslkr?"  T 

'' A  atoui  telU»w,".iaphsd  Andeisoo,  *'if  all  be  good 
that  is  tfpoonie.  I  wish  we  had  twenty  such,  to  pat 
our  Tfamiea  into  aome  sort  of  discipline."  > 

'*  1  difW  fiKim  yotL  Anderson,"^  said  Lord  Msn^ 
tdth  ;  **1  think  this  fellow  Dalgetty  is  one  of  T 


horse-4oeehes,'  frhoite  appetits  tor  hkiod' being  otUf 
shsrpened  by  wist  he  haiisaaksd  in  foreigD  eottntris% 
he  is  now  retilmad  lo  baiten  apon  that  of  bis  o«n£ 
Shame  on  the  pack  of  diese  mertsnary  awocdnciil 
they  have  made  the  name  of  Scot  thsoi«[h  all  Boropt 
equivalent  to  thalof  a*piti/ul  mercenary,  wh^knowa 
neither  honour  nor  principle  bat  his  monm'apsy,  wh» 
transfers  his  allegianoe  ftom  snmdaid  to  standard,  at 
tbe  pleasure.of  fortune  lar  the  highaaC  bidder  ^  and  ta 
whose  insntiable  thirst  for  i  limili  r  nnil  vnxn  niiiiiiiw 
we  owe  mutih  of  thai  mnk  diasemlwi  which  is  now 
turning  our  swords  sgainst  our  own  bowels.  ]  Imd 
scarce  paiienee  with  the  hired  gkuhator,  and  yet  ooidd 
hardly  halp  laughing  at  the  extmrnity  of  ma  imp* 
dence." 

"  Your  loidship  -will  feigive  tne,"  aaid  Anderson, 
"  HI  recommend  to  you,  in  thtf  present  ctrouma 


cesi  to  conoeaJ  at  WaPt  a  part  oi  this  generous  tndigna^ 
tbn ;  we  cannot,  unfortunately,  do  oar  work  withoat 
the  assistancaofihoat  who  act  on  baser  motives  than 
our  own.  We  .caimot  spare  the  assistance  of  smb^ 
fel  fows  as  our  fiiend  the  soldado.  To  use  ths  cantitiir 
phrase  of  the  saints  in  the  English  Parliamsnt^  the 
sons  of  Zeruiah  are  still  too  many  for  vs." 

*'  I  must  dissemble,  then,  as  well  aa  I  can,"  aaid 
Lord  MenteHlv  "  as  i:hava  hitherto  done,  upati  ya«* 
him.  But  I  wish  the  feliow  at  tha  devil  with  dj  my 
heart." 

'*  Ay,  but  still  you  must  mnenher,  my  fordt"  s»> 
aumed  Anderson,  **  that  lo  cu^  the.blte  of  a.acoipioa 
you  must  crush  another  stoipioo on  the  woamd^Bvl 
stop,  we  shall  be  overheard."  / 

From  a  side-door  in  the  hall  glided  a  Highlandsr 
into  the  apartmetit  whose  bfty  stature  and  compkia 
equipment,  as  well  as  the  eaglets  feather  in  his^umt 
neL  and  the  conMenoe  of  his  demeSBneur,  announced 
le  be  a  peraon  of  superior  rank.  He  walked  slowly  im 
to  the  tabk;,  and  made  no  answer  to  Lord  Mameia 
who.  sddressjng  hhn  by  ihe  asms  of  Allan,  asked 
him  now  he  did. 

**  Ve  manna  apeak  loher  e'en  now,'*  whlm»end  thf 
old  attenoant. 

The  tall  Highlander,  amking  down  upon  the  empty 
settle  next  the  fire,  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  red  emhiBil 
and  the  huge  heiq>  of  tuil^  and  seeoaed  buried  in  pro- 
foand  abstraction.  Hie  dark^ea,  and  wild  andenihaair 
astic  featurea,  bore  the  air  of  one  who,  deeply  wnpiyaii 
ed  with  his  own  subjects  of  meditation,  paya  Imli 
attention  to  exterior  obijecta.  An  air  of  i^oomy  s* 
verity,  the  fruit  perhapa  of  ascetic  andiotitary  hahiiv 
might,  in  a  Lowlandeir,  havebeea  ascribed  toretigbnt 
fenaticism ;  but  by  that  dwcase  of  the  miftd.  than  aa 
common  botb_in  EnglMd  and  the  Lowlands  m 
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Iamt  ncMliboiiBi. 

*'  Hit  Tordahip's  honour^'  lud  the  Hifl^uid  nr^ 
ivant,  sideliiig  up  to  Lord  Menteith,  and  speaking ina 
0etY  tow  toiM)  "  hia  lotdahip  rmiuui  apeak  to  Alhui 
liven  BOW,  for,  the  elood  ia  upon  hia  Blind.'* 

Lord  Menteith  nodded,  and  look  no  iaitfaer  notioe 
«Bf  the  reaerved  mouncaineer. 

"  Said  t  not,"  aaked  the  latter,  auddehly  raiang  hW 
iiOAtely  peraoB  iiprifl|ht,  and  looking  at  the  domeetic-* 

aaid  i  not  that  nwr  were  to  oome,  and  here  atand 
Aait  three  on  the  hall  floor  1" 

**In  troth  dkl  yeaav  aae,  AUan,"  aaid  the  old  High- 
•knder.  "and  here'a  the  fourth  man  coming  chnking 
in  at  the  yett  e'en  now  from  the  atahle»  for  hr  a  ahelled 
fikeapartan,  wi'  aim  on  bock  and  breaat,  haunch, 
•ad  ahonki.  And  am  I  to  aet  her  chair  up  near  the 
jfenteith'a,  or  down  wi'  the  boneat  eBntleraen  at  the 
Aiot  of  the  table  r 

Lord  lisoteith  hhnaelf  anawerad  the  inquhy,  by 
pointing  to  a  seat  beside  hi^  own. 
.  **  And  here  ahe  oomaa."  saki  Donald,  aa  Captain 
Dalgetty  entered  the  halt;  **and  I  hope  gentlecnena 
■will  all  take  bread  and  chtieae,  aa  we  eay  in  the  glens, 
«ntil  better  meat  be  ready,  until  the  Tiemach  cornea 
back  frae  the  hill  wi'  the  southern  gentlefolk,  and  then 
J>ii^ld  Cook  will  ahow  himself  wi*  hia  kid  and  hill 


.  in  ttw  meantime,  Captain  DaloBtty  had  entered  the 
^partment,  and^  widkingup  to  the  seat  placed  next 
I«oid  Bfeorteith,  was  kaning  on  the  back  of  it  with 
Mnrma  folded.  Anderson  and  hia  companion  waited 
«t  thd  bottom  d  the  table,  in  a  respectful  attitude, 
«BtH  they  ahookl  receive  permisaion  to  soat  them- 
«elvea;  while  thrse  or  four  Highlanders,  under  the 
directk>n  of  okl  DonaM,  ran  hither  and  thither  to  bring 
«dditk>nal  artickeaof  food,  oratood  attU  to  give  attend- 
ance upon  the  guests. 

In  the  miJhii  of  these  preparationa,  Allan  suddenly 
started  up,  and  snatching  a  lamp  from  the  hand  of  an 
attendant,  held  it  elooe  to  Dalgetty's  fticn,  while  he 
peruaed  hisfeatuTBt  with  the  most  haedfol  and  grave 
attention. 

*'  By  tiix  hotioor/  and  Dalgetty.  half  displeased. 
«•,  mjratenously  shaking  his  head,  Allan  gave  up  the 
aorutmy— "  I  trow  that  lad  and  I  will  ken  each  other 
when  we  meet  again." 

Meanwhile  Allan  strode  to  the  bottom  of  the  table, 
«ad  having,  by  the  aid  of  his  lamp,  subjected  Ander- 
son mnd  n»  oompamon  to  the  aame  mvestigation, 
stood  a  moment  as  if  in  deep  reflection ;  then,  touch- 
ing his  forehead,  suddenly  seized  Anderson  by  the  arm, 
•ad  before  he  could  ofler  any  effectual  resistance,  half 
M  and  half  draggsd  him  to  the  vacant  seat  at  the 
w>er  end,  and  having  made  ahrate  intimation  that  he 
•iiould  there  place  himaelA  he  hurried  the  soldado  with 
4ie  same  imcaremoiiioQa  l»redpiiation  to  the  bottom 
sf  the  table.  The  Captain,  exceedinriy  incensed  at 
tbia  freedom,  endeavoured  to  shake  Allan  from  him 
with  violence ;  but,  powerful  as  he  was,  he  proved  in 
the  struggle  inferior  to  the  gisantic  mountaineer, 
who  threw  him  ofi'-with  auch  vnTence,  that  after  reel- 
ina  s  fewpaeea,  befell  at  full  length,  and  the  vaulted 
hnl'  rang  with  |he  dash  of  his  armour.    When  he 

ESQ,  his  first  actk>ib  was  to  draw  his  sword  and  to 
Mt  Allan,  who,  with  folded  arms,  seemed  to  await 
onset  «iHth  the  most  scomfol  Indifference.    Lord 
^  Menteith  and  his  attei>danta  interposed  to  preserve 
rnaea  whfle  the  Highlandera,  snatching  weapons 
from  the  wall  seemeo'^prompt  to  increase  the  broil. 

•*  He  is  mad,"  whispwed  Lord  Menteith, "  he  is  per- 
foctly  mad)  there  is  no  purpose  in  quarrelling  with  hhn." 
'*  U  your  lordshio  is  assured  that  he  is  non  com' 
sat  menH%"  said  Captain  Dalgetty,  "*  the  whilk  his 
siseding  and  behaviour  seem  to  testify,  the  matter 
tSttsi  end  here,  weing  that  a  madman  can  neither  mvf* 
sii  aAront,  nor  ren^-  honourable  satisfaction.  But 
by  mv  nal,  if  T  had  ttif  provant  and  a  bottle  of  Rhe- 
Ml  nnder  mv  beh,  I  shoidd  have  stood  otherways  up 
jp  him.  And  vet  ira  a  pity  he  ahould  be  sae  weak  in 
vie- intellectuals,  being  a  atrong  proper  man  of  body, 

&to  handle  pike,  morgenstem,*  or  any  other  military 
plenient  whtftsoever." 
"V 'Ru««ra»  riM SP ildl  OT nMfin,  wmi  m  the saiUor part 


Passe  WSB  tbusiMloitt^  srid  ttMtaaftfSMtei  ilisn- 
selves  agreeably  to  their  former  mtsngHnent,  wkh 
which  Allan,  who  had  now  rettmied  uy  his  Settle  }tf 
the  fire,  sjid  seemed  once  more  hnmersed  in  medit» 
tion,  did  not  again  interfere.  Lord  fifentcith,  address* 
isg  the  Dhncqpal  domestic,  hastened  to  start  some 
theme  of  conversatran  which  might  obliterate  all  rs- 
coUec^nof  the  fray  that  had  taken  placa  **The  laird 
n  at  the  hill  then,  Donald,  I  midemand,  and  aoms 
English  ttrangers  with  him  Y* 

'\\t  the  htlT  he  is,  an  it  Vke  your  honour,  and  tw<6 
Saxon calabaleros are  withhinosureenei^ :  and  that 
is  Sir  Miles  Musgrave  and  Christopher  Hall,  both 
from  the  Cumraik,  as  I  think  they  can  then-  country." 

"Hall  and  Muegrsrer*  said  Lord  Menteith,  look* 
mg  at  his  attendants,  **  the  very  men  that  we  wiahed 
to  see.*' 

**  Troth,"  said  Donald,  **  an*  I  wiah  I  had  never 
seen  them  between  the  een,  for  they're  oome  to  heny 
us  out  o'  house  and  ha'." 

"*  Why,  Donald,*' said  Lord  Menteith,  **  yon  did  vM 
use  to  be  so  churlish  of  your  beef  and  ale :  aouthlsral 
though  they  be,  they'M  scarce  eat  up  all  the  csttW 
that^s  jRoing  on  the  castle  mains." 

*'  TeiT  care  an  they  did."  said  Donal<(  '*  an  that 
were  the  warat  o*t.  for  we  have  a  vipheen  canny  trews- 
men  here  that  wadna  let  us  want  if  there  was  a  hom- 
ed beast  atween  this  and  Perth.  But  this  is  a  wares 
job-it's  nae  less  than  a  wager.** 

**A  wager  1"  repeated  Lord  Menteith,  with  senis 
smprise. 

"^Troth,"  continued  Donald,  to  the  frifl  as  eager  to 
tell  his  news  as  f^rd  Menteith  was  curions  to  hear 
them,  *'  aa  your  lordship  is  a  friend  and  kinsman  6* 
the  honse,  an'  as  ye'll  hear  eneugh  o't  in  1e»i  than  an 
hour,  I  may  as  weel  tell  ye  mys^l.  Ye  nil  be  pleased 
then  to  know,  that  when  our  Laird  was  up  in  Eng- 
land, where  he  gangs  oOener  than  his  friends  can 
wish,  he  was  biding  at  the  house  o*  this  Sir  Milea 
Musgrave,  an'  there  was  putten  on  the  table  six  can- 
dlestickik  that  they  tell  me  were  twice  as  muckle  m 
the  candlesticks  m  Dunblane  kirk,  and  neither  airrL 
brass,  nor  dn,  but  a' solid  silver,  nae  less:— up  wf 
their  English  pHde,  has  sae  muckle,  and  kens  ass 
little  how  to  guide  it  I  Sae  they  began  to  jeer  the 
Laird,  that  he  eaw  nae  sic  graith  in  his  ain  poor  coon* 
try ;  and  the  Laird,  scorning  to  hae  hie  country  put 
down  without  a  word  for  its  credit,  swore,  like  a  gude 
Scotsman,  that  he  hud  mair  candlesticks,  and  better 
candlestkks,  in  his  ain  castle  at  hame,  than  were  ever 
lifted  in  a  hall  in  Cumberland,  an  Cumberland  bs 
the  name  o'  the  country." 

"That  was  patriotically  saki,"  o^MSrted  Lord  Mm* 
teith. 

•  "  Fary  tnie^"  said  Donald;  "hot  her  honour  had 
better  hae  hauden  her  tongue  i  for  if  ye  aay  ony  thing 
amang  the  Saxons,  that's  a  wee  by  orainar,  th«r 
dmk  ve  down  for  a  wager  as  fast  as  a  Lowland  smith 
wduid  hammer  shoon  on  a  Highland  sheh/.  An*  so 
the  Laird  b^oved  either  to  gae  back<^  hts  word  or 
wager  twa  hunder  merks ;  and  so  he  e'en  took  the 
waver,  rather  than  be  shamed  wi'  the  tik<$  o*  them. 
And  now  he's  like  to  get  it  to  pay,  and  I'm  thinkiiw 
that's  what  makes  him  see  swear  to  come  hame  sl 
e'en." 

*' Indeed,"  sidd  Lord  Menteith,  **from  my  idea  of 
your  family  phite,  Donald,  your  master  is  certaiii'td 
lose  such  a  woger." 

"  Your  honour  may  swear  that :  an'  where  he's  to 
get  the  siller  1  kenna,  although  ne  borrowed  out  s^ 
twenty  purses.  I  advised  him  to  pit  the  rwa  Saxon 
gentlemen  and  thtiir  servants  cannily  imo  the  pit.  9' 
the  tower  till  they  gae  up  the  bargain  o*  free  gode^wd, 
but  the  LainI  winna  hear  reason." 

Allan  here  started  up  strode  forward,  and  mterrapr- 
ed  the  conversation,  saykig  to  thedonicstio  m'aveics 
of  the  Mv«nt««nth  tmnwt  In  tlw^BAmoe  of  breaetiM  tmu  wsNa 
Whvn  the  OenMiw  htmCMl  a  SeoteS  roriems  Uien  bijtepei 
in  TrailfliHKi,  Myinf  Uwy  pf^  ti*MS  v  •  bImp  loam  tnm 
Denmaik  to  them  laden  wiih  tobacco  pipe*.  "  Oae  01  our  tw* 
diors,"  Mr*  Colonel  Robert  Munrti,  *ilio\»fhjr  tliem  ertf  thi 
woik  a  morgeoMtem.  made  of  a  larg*  stock  ban,led  with  tran, 
like  Um)  eliaft  of  a  Iwiberd.  «Htli«  raoMl  fiabo  at  UmwmI  «ittt 
oroM  iron  pikof,  miih,  '  Hera  it  one  or  Uie  Uibae^  piaae 
whurewiUi  we  will  beat  out  your  braina  wlieo  io«t  m\iim  If 
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Bm  tiiHKiar.  **  JMhemjkat^mi  to  gwe  mv  biather 
nch  (Sthonourebn  adnoe  7  or  how  due,  jeou  to  aajr 
oe  ipouid  lose  thk  or  any  other  waiter  which  it  is  his 
plessure  to  lay  T 

"Trotk  Allan  M'Aulay,"  answered  the  old  man, 
"it's  DO  ior  my  fsther's  son  to  gainsay  what  your  fa- 
mer's  son  thinks  fit  to  sayi  an^  so  the  Laird  may  no 
doubt  win  his  waaur.  A*  that  I  ken  against  it  is,  that 
tbetetlacaodiestickioronythinj^likeit  Jsin  the  house, 
accept  the  auid  aim  branches  thst  hae  been  here  since 
Laira  Kenneth's  time,  and  the  un  sconces  that  your 
(uhec  gard  be  made  by  auki  Willie  Winkie  the  tinkler, 
Buur  be  token  that  deil  an  unce  of  siUer  plate  is  about 
the  house  at  a*,  Ibrbv  the  lady's  auld  posset  dish,  that 
wants  the  cover  ana  ane  o'  the  iugs." 

"?eaca  old  manl"  sakl  Allan,  fiercely  t  "and  do 
yoB,  gentlemen,  if  your  refection  is  finished,  leave  this 
SDsrtmeiu  clear!  I  must  prepare  it  for  the  receptk>n 
(I  these  southern  guests." 

Come  away,"  Mid  the  domestie,  pulling  Lord  Menr 
jlptb  by  the  sleeve  i  '*  his  hour  is  on  him,"  sski  heu  look« 
log  towanis  Allan,  *^  and  he  will  not  be  controlled." 

They  left  the  hall  accordin^y.  Lord  Henteith  and 
the  Captain  beinif  ushered  one  way  by  old  Donald, 
wd  the  two  attendants  conductejl  elsewhere  by  an- 
diher  Highlander.  The  former  had  scarcely  reached 
tsort  of  withdrawing  apartment  ere  they  were  joined 
bjr  the  lord  of  the  manstoii,  Angus M'Atuay  by  name, 
iiMi  his  Bn^lieh  guests.  Great  joy  was  expressdd  by 
lU  parties,  har  Lord  Menteith  and  the  English  gentle- 
BMD  were  well  known  to  each  other ;  and  on  Lord 
Manteith's  introductk>n.  Captain  Dainty  was  well  re- 
oeived  by  the  Laird.  But  after  the  nrst  burst  of  hos- 
pitable congratulatkm  wds  over.  Lord  Menteith  oould 
ebaervethat  there  was  a  shade  of  sadness  on  the  brow 
sf  his  HighUmd  friend. 

"You  must  bave  heardL"  said  Sir  Christopher  HalL 
*'that  our  fine  uqdertaking  in  Cumbeiland  is  all 
Mown  up.  The  mihtia  woiud  not  march  into  Scot- 
had,  ana  your  prick-ear'd  Covenanters  have  been  too 
hard  for  ouf  friends  in  the  southern  shires.  And  so, 
ttoderstaDdtng  there  is  some  stirring  work  here,  Mu»- 
~^ve  and  I,  rather  than  sit  idle  at  home^  are  come  to 

ve  acaropoign  among  your  kilts  and  plaids." 

*  I  hope  you  have  brought  arms^  men,  and  money 
with  you,"  sakl  Lord  Menteiih,  snuhag. 

"Only  some  dozen  or  two  of  troopers,  whom  we 
kft  at  the  last  Lowland  village,"  said  Musgravo,  *^and 
IftHible  enough  we  had  to  get  them  so  far." 

"As  for  money,"  said  his. companion,  "we  ezpeet 
aamall  supply  from  our  friend  snd  host  hers." 

The  Latrd  now,  colouring  highly,  took  Menteith  a 
ittle  apar^  and  expressed  to  him  nis  rogret  that  he 
had  fallen  mto  sToolish  blunder. 

"I  beard  it  from  Dooakl."  sakl  Lord  Menteith, 
■caioe  able  to  suppress  a  smue. 

"Devil  take  that  old  man,"  said  M'Aalay,  "he 
WOttU  tell  every  thing,  M-ere  it  to  cost  one's  life :  but 
it's  no  jesting  matter  to  you  neither,  my  lord,  for  I 
iKkon  on  your  friendl  v  and  fraternal  benevolenee,  as 
a  Assr  kinsroanof  our  house,  to  help  me  out  with  the 
Miey  due  to  these  pock-puddings  $  or  else^  to  be 
ptatn  wt*  ye,  the  deil  a  MUiilay  wiQ  there  be  at  the 
auater.  Cor  curse  me  if  I  do  not  turn  Covenanter  rather 
than  face  thew  felfows  without  paraig  them :  and,  at 
the  best,  I  shall  be  iU  enough  oii;  getting  both  the 
insth  and  the  scorn." 

Voumay  sappose,*coustn,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  I 

iK>t  too  well  equipf  ' 

ad  IsbaU  endeavour  t 


puri^aaidcBedic.      „ 

and  her  €andt»  art  Hghttd  too,"  sakl  s>onaki, 
strong  guttural  smpMsis  on  the  last  dawse 
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,  hat  the  devil  can  he  meani"  said  Masgrnv^ 
looking  to  his  ceuntrymMi. 

Lord  M^teith  put  the  same  question  with  his  eyei 
to  the  Laird,  which  M'Aulay  answered  by  shaking 
his  head. 

A  short  dispute  abom  precedence  somewhat  delay* 
ed  their  leaving  the  apartment.  Lord  Menteith  iii- 
sisted  upon  yielding  up  that  which  belonged  to  hit 
rank,  on  consideration  of  his  being  in  his  own  coun- 
try, and  of  his  ncter  connexion  with  the  fsmily  in 
which  they  found  themsslves.  The  two  English 
strangers,  therefbre,  were  first  ushered  into  the  hall, 
where  an  unexpected  display  awaited  them.  1'hs 
large  oaken  table  was  spread  with  substantial  joint* 
of  meat,  and  seats  were  placed  in  order  for  the  guest*. 
Behind  every  seat  stood  a  gigantic  Highlander,  cota- 
pletely  dressed  and  armed  after  the  fiashion  of  hit 
country,  holding  in  his  right  hand  his  drawn  tword 
with  the  point  turned  downwards,  snd  in  the  left  a 
blazing  torch  made  of  the  bog-pine.  This  wood, 
found  m  the  morasses,  is  so  full  of  turpentiiM^  tliai, 
when  split  and  dried,  it  is  freooently  used  m  t])e 
Highlands  instead  of  candles.  The  unexpected  and 
aoriiewhat  starttmg  apparition  was  seen  by  the  red 
glare  of  the  torches,  which  (Jisplsyed  the  wid  fea» 
tures,  imoffusl  dress;  anch  ghtterinK  arms  of  th^s^ 
vrho  bore  them,  while  the  smoke,  eddying  up  to  the 
roof  of  the  hall,  e^eroanopied  them  witli  a  volume  of 
vapor,  fire  the  stran|(ers  had  recovered  from  tlieiv 
surprise,  Allan  stept  forward,  and  pointing  with  hitf 
sheathed  broadsword  to  the  trnich-bearers,  sax),  iri  a 
deep  and  stem  tone  of  vok^  "Behold,  geotlemea 
csvaliers,  the  chandeliers  of  my  Wother's  house^th* 
snoient  fashion  of  our  ar>cient  name  f  not  one  of  these 
men  knows  any  law  but  their  Chiefs  command- 
Would  you  dare  to  compare  to  them  in  value  tha 
richest  ore  thst  ever  was  dug  out  of  ^e  mine  1    How 
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im  not  too  well  eqoipt  just  oow;  but  you  msy  be 
ad  labaU  endeavour  to  nelp  you  as  well  as  I  csn,L.  . 
sake  of  old  kindred,  neighbourhood^  snd  alliance," 


*  Thank  ya— thank  ya-*thank  ye,^  reiterated  M*Au- 
m  t  **and  as  they  are  to  spend  the  money  in  the 
King's  service,  what  signifies  whether  you,  they,  or 
Kpay  it— wo  are  a' oiusman'sbairiM,  Ihopel  But 
#Ott  must  helF  .Me  out  toa  with  some  reasonable  ex- 
ssae^  or  else  I  shall  be  for  ukiiig  to  Andiaw  Per- 
oral for  1  Kke  not  to  be  treated  Uke  a  Uar  or  a  btag- 
gart  at  ray  own  board-ead,  w*hen,  God  knows,  I  oiiry 
laesai  to  sapport  my  honour,  arid  that  of  my  family 
•ad  country."  « 

pQBaU,  aa  they  weeaapeaking,  entered,  with  rather 
ft  bhtfaer  fiace  than  he  might  have  been  expected  to 
^Nsi«  miisidflnng  thaanpendiiig  fate  of  his  mastar's 
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r  you,  cavaliers?— is  your  wager  won  or  l&sti" 

^'  Lost,  lost  "  said  Musgrave,  gayly— '*  my  own  sil- 
ver candlesticks  are  sll  melted  and  riding  on  horse- 
back by  rhivtime,  and  I  wish  the  fisllows  that  enlieted 
were  half  as  trusty  as  these.— Ilers,  sir"  ho  added 
to  the  Chief,  "is  your  money}  ithnpahv  Hall's  finan- 
ces and  miae  somewhat,  but  debts  of  honour  mum  be 
settled." 

"My  father's  curse  upon  my  fkther*s  son,"  said 
Allan,  interrupting  him,  "  if  he  receive  fW>m  you  ona 
penny !  It  is  enough  that  you  claim  no  right  to  exact 
from  him  what  is  his  t>wn." 

Lard  Menteith  eaaerly  tupportsd  Allan**  ^nkm, 
snd  the  elder  M'Aulny  readily  joined,  declaring  thtf 
whole  to  be  a  Ibors'^  business,  add  not  worth  speak- 
ing more  abouu  The  Englishmen^  after  some  couf- 
teoHs  oppositk>n,  were' persuaded  to  regard  the  whole 

"And  now,  Allan,"  sajd  the  Lahd,  "please  to  re^ 
move  your  candles;  for,- since  the  Sa.ton  gentlemea, 
have  seen  them,  they  will  eat  then*  dinner  as  con^- 
fortably  by  the  fight  of  the  ok)  thi  sconces,  without 
sconifishing  them  with  so  miich  snf>ke.". 

Accordingly,  st  a  sign  from  Allan,  the  living  chan- 
deIierS|  recovering  their  broadswords,  and  hokling 
the  pomt  erect,  marched  oat  of  the  htU,  and  left  the 
guests  to  enjoy  their  refreshment.* 


CHAPTER  V. 

*nuN«%y  M>  ftaiVwa  nihI  m  Mt  he  ^i»w^ 

Ttwt  III*  own  Rjrra  •ii'<  fiMMter  of  hM  fUiM 

Did  oftffD  tntinkte  n\hn  Hertid  vieit  \ 

And  if  for  drrad  of  hurt  wnal<f  him  advlM^ 

Th«  iinfry  tiMNtM  not  rachlr  to  dMpin, 
t  ifor  kw  MMNth  to  ^revoke ;  Ibr  he  woola  h 

Tli^  lion  stotip  to  him  m  lowly  wine, 

(A  l«Moa  liftrd.}  and  make  tli«  iibbard  itMne 
'  l.«ave  roving,  wtien  in  race  h»  for  rovimct  did  vnree. 

NoTwrrHSTAifDiwa  the  proYerhial  epftanrism  of  u»e 
English,— proverbial,  diat  is  to  say,  m  Scotland  at 

*  Sneh  a  hot  w  that  mratloned  i»  the  tazt  ia  wid  to  hama 
b^n  l*f  n  by  Maenqfiald  of  Keppodv  atio  exUtcatsd  tiiamg 
I  in  the 


^^^.. 


•ver  St  tM  tHiertaifinientf  compared  with  the  ponen- 
liNiH  voyoity  •£  Ctptain  Dalgvttv,  altboogh  that 
gallant  mldier  had  already  displayed  much  at^iness 
tnd  portioaoity  in  his  atiaiek  upon  the  lighter  refresh- 
ment set  before  them  at  their  entrance,  by  way  of 
foriom  hOMi.  He  spoke  to  no  one  during  the  time 
•f  hie  meal;  mad  it  was  not  until  the  victuals  were 
nearly  withdrawn  from  the  table,  that  he  ^ratiAed 
the  reet  of  the  oorapanyy  who  had  watched  nm  with 
some  surprise,  with  an  account  of  the  reasons  why 
he  ate  so  fery  fast  and  so  very  Ions. 

''The  Ibrmer  quality  "  he  said,  "be  had  aequired, 
while  be  filled  a  place  at  the  bursar's  table  at  the 
]lareschal-Ck>llege  of  Aberdeen;  when,"  said  he,  "if 
you  did  not  move  your  jaws  as  fast  as  a  pair  of  cas- 
tanets, you  were  verv  unlikely  to  get  any  thing  to  put 
Iterween  them.  Ana  as  for  the  quantity  of  my  food 
be  it  known  to  this  honourable  company,"  oontinued 
Um  Captain,  "  that  it's  the  duty  of  every  commander 
sif  a  jbrtress,  on  all  occaaons  which  ofler,  to  secure 
SB  mach  munition  and  vivers  as  their  magazines  can 
possibly  hold,  not  knowingwhen  they  may  have  to 
sustain  a  siege  or  a  blockade.  Upon  which  principle, 
gBntlement'^^sakl  he,  "when  a  cavalier  fmda  that 
levant  is  ^ood  and  abundant,  he  will,  in  my  estima- 
too,  ao  wisely  to  tkstuai  himiself  for  at  least  thrae 
days,  as  there  is  so  knowing  when  he  may  oome  by 
a^hernieaL'* 

•  The  Latrd  expreaasd  bis  acquiesosnoe  in  the  pru- 
dence of  this  principlst  and  recommended  to  the  veto- 
I1U1  to  add  a  taoe  of  brandy  and  a  Aagon  of  claret  to 
the  substantial  provisions  ne  had  already  laid  in,  to 
which  proposal  the  Captain  readily  agreed. 

When  dinner  was  removed,  and  the  servants  hsd 
withdrawn,  excepting  the  Laird's  psge,  or  hench- 
man, who  remsined  m  the  apartment  to  call  for  or 
bring  whateirer  was  wanted,  or,  in  a  word,  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  a  modern  bell-Mrire,  the  converfeadon 
began  to  turn  upon  poUtics,  and  the  state  of  the  ooun- 
tfy;  and  I#ord  Ifenteith  inquired  anxiously  and  par- 
ncularly  what  cUns  were  expected  to  join  the  pro-' 
posed  muster  of  ibe  King's  fnends. 

"  That  depends  much}  my  lord,  on  the  peiten  who 
Itfts  the  banner,"  said  the  Laird;  "for  youkno^y  we 
Qighlanders,  whon  s  few  clans  ars  assembled,  are 
not  easily  commanded  by  one  of  our  own  Chiefs,  or, 
10  say  the.  trutL  by  anv  pt)ier  body.  We  have  heud  a 
rumour,  indeed,  that  Colkitto-that  is,  yoimg  Colkitto, 
or  Alaster.  M!Donaldi  is  come  over  the  Kyle  from 
Ireland,  with  a  body  of  the  Elarl  of  Antrim  s  people, 
tod  that  they  had  got  as  far  as  Ardnamurohan.  They 
might  have  Deen  nere  before  now,  bat,  1  suppose, 
{key  loitered  to  plunder  the  country  aa  ihey  came 


Has  he  been  kmrhi  «l#i  wsff**  aijked  Ixmd 
ii,  addressing  his  brother.  .   . 


ill  Colkitto  not  serve  you  for  a  leader,  thsnT' 
said  Lord  Meoteith. 

"Colkutol"  said  Allan  M;Aulay,8comfollyi  "who 
«aIksof  Colkitto  1— There  lives  but  one  man  whom 
we  will  folfow,  «nd  that  is  Montrose." 

*'But  Montrose,  rir,"  said  Sir  Christopher  Hall, 
*:has  not  been  beard  ojf  since  our  befTeotual  attempt 
tf)  rise  in  the  north  of  Rngland.  It  is  thought  be  has 
returned  to  the  King  at  Oxford  for  farthis'  instmc- 
ijona." 

,  ^'Retomed!"  sai^Allan^  withasoomfhl  laugh)  **I 
fp^id  tell  ye,  but  it  is  not  worth  my  while;  ye  wiU 
know  soon  enough." 

"  By  my  honour,  Allan,"  said  Lord  Mentdth,  "you 
will  weary  out  your  friends  with  this  intolerable,  fro- 


ward,  and  sullen  hu/hotu^But  I  know  the  reason.' 
added  he,  laughing;  "you  have  not  seen  Annot  Lyli 
to-day." 


"  whom  dki  you  say  I  bad  not  seenT*  said  Allan, 

fgenily. 
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"  Annot  Lyloi  the  fairy  queen  of  song  and  minstrel- 

'."  said  Lord  Menteith. 

*' Would  to  CJod  1  were  never  to  see  her  again," 
saki  Allan,  nghinj^  **on  condition  the  same  weiid 
were  laid  on  you  r 

And  why  on  me  T  said  Lotd  Menteith,  carelessly. 

•*  Because,"  said  Allan,  "it  is  written  on  yonr  fore- 
head, that  you  are  ic»  be  the  rum  of  each  other."  So 
String,  he  rose  up  tnd  left  the  room.  .    . 


teith.  adch^ssing  I ..  .  - 

'^  About  three  days^"  answered  Aagus;  "  the  fit  ■ 
wellnigh  over,  he  will  be  better  to-morrow.— Bui 
come,  gen tlenien,  don't  let  the  tappit-hen  ecreugh  to 
beemptied.  TheKing'sbealth,  King  Charles's  heal  th  ! 
and  may  the  covenanting  dog  that  refuses  it,  go  to' 
Heaven  by  the  road  of  the  Grasemarket  f 

The  health  was  quickly  pledged,  and  %P  hat  soe- 
oeeded  by  another,  and  another,  and  another,  all  o£ 
a  party  oast,  and  enforced  in  an  earnest  manner. 
Captain  Dalgetty,  however,  thou£^t  it  necessary  to 
enter  a  protest. 

"Gentlemen  cavahers,*'  he  sakl,  "I  drink  theno 
healths,  jrrimo^  both  out  of  respect  to  this  honourabt«' 
and  hospitable  roof^tree,  and,  teeumU^  becmuse  I  bold 
it  not  good  to  be  preceesein  such  matters,  inttrpo€uia.r 
but  I  protest,  agreeable  to  the  warrandice  grar»ted  b^* 
this  honourable  lord,  that  it  shaU  be  free  to  me,  not* 
withstanding  my  present  complaisance,  to  take  ser- 
vice with  the  dovenantsra  to-morrow,  provkting  t 
shall  be  so  minded." 

M'Aulay  and  his  English  guests  stared  at  this  de- 
claration, which  would  nave  certainly  bred  new  dii»- 
turbance,  if  Lord  Menteith  had  not  taken  tm  the  afiain 
and  explained  the  chtnmistanoee  and  oonmtions.  **I 
trust,"  be  concluded,  "we  shall  be  able  to  atear^ 
Captain  Dalgecty's  asnstanoe  to  our  own  party," 

*'And  if  not,"  sakl  the  Laird,  "I  protest,  as  tiM 
C^tain  aays,  that  nothing  that  has  passed  this  even* 
ingL  not  even  his  having  eaten  my  bread  and  ssit, 
arm  pledged  me  m  brandy,  Bounlsaux,  or  osouebaagh, 
shall  pre|udioe  my  cleaving  him  to  the  neokbone."^ 

"  Vou  ahall  be  heartBy  welcome,"  sakl  the  Captsii^ 
"provkhng  my  sword  cannot  kscp  my  be^  wbidi  it 
has  done  in  worse  dangers  than  your  feud  is  fikelj  to 
make  for  me." 

Here  Lord  Menteith  again  interposed,  and  the  ocm- 
ooid  of  the  company  b^iig  with  no  small  difficultv 
restored  was  cemented  by  some  deep  carouses.  Lora 
Menteith,  however,  oontrivod  to  break  up  the  party 
earUer  than  was  the  usage  g(  the  Castle,  under  pre- 
isnoe  of  fiiitigiis  and  indisposition.  This  was  som^ 
what  to  the  disappointment  of  the  valiant  Captain, 
who,  among  other  habits  acquired  in  the  Low  Olun* 
tries,  had  acauired  both  a  diaposiikMi  to  drink,  and  W 
capacity  to  bear,  an  exorbitant  quantity  of  strong, 
limiora. 

Their  landlord  ushered  them  in  person  to  a  sort  of 
slesping  gallery,  in  which  there  was  a  four-poet  bed, 
with  tartan  curtains,  and  a  number  of  criba^  or  fona' 
hampers,  placed  along  the  waU,  three  of  which,  well 
stofled  with  blooming  heather,  wore  preiNuvd  for  the 
reception  of  guests. 

"I  need  not  tell  jour  losdship,"  said  M'Aolar  to 
Lord  Menteith,  a  ktde  apart,  "our  Highland  inods' 
of  quartering.  Only  that*  not  tiking  you  should  sleep 
in  the  room  alone  with  this  German  land«>louper,  ¥ 
have  caused  your  servsnts'  beds  to  be  n«  ide  here  in 
the  gallery.  By  G— d,  my  lord,  these  are  times  when 
men  go  to  bed  with  a  throat  hale  and  sound  as  «ver 
swallowed  brandy,  and  before  next  morning  it  may 
be  gaping  like  an  oyster-shell.'* 

Lord  lleotoith  thanked  him  ancerely,  saying;  "it 
was  just  the  arrangement  he  wookl  haye  roquestedt 
tot,  although  he  had  iiot  the  least  apprehension  oi 
violence  from  Captain  Dalgettv,  yet  Anderson  was  a' 
better  kmd  of  person,  a  sort  of^gentknnan,  whom  he 
always  liked  to  bsTo  near  his  person." 

"  I  have  not  seen  this  Anderson,*'  said  BTAolagrt 
"did  you  hire  him  in  England  7" 

"I  did  so,"  saidLordllenterth;  " yon wiO  ms  ths 
man  to-morrow ;  in  the  meantone,  1  wish  yon  good*^ 

JOia  host  left  the  apartment  afker  the  evMung  sshn 
tation,  and  was  about  to  pay  the  mane  oom^inMBt 
to  Captain  Dalgetty^  but  observing  hhn  do^y  en* 
gagsd  in  the  discusnm  of  a  huge  pitcher  ftUed  witlr 
brandy  poesst,  he  thought  it  a  pitf  to  disturb  him  n. 
ao  laudable  an  employment,  and  took  his  leave  wid^ 
out  farther  ceremony. 

Lon!  Msnteith's  two  atteDdnts-eoterad  the  apart- 
ment almost  immediatelv  sfier  his  dspartnrs.  *!%« 
good  Captain,  wbi^jf§^jto^amffi^9 
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dkaitB  otlua  armour,  a  task  tomewhat  difficult,  and 
wadreseed  Andemoa  in  these  words,  interrupted  by  a 
aught  hiccup,— '\Ander80Q,  my  good  friend,  you  may 
Rikd  in  Scripture,  that  he  that  putteth  off  his  armour 
Aouldnot  boast  himself  like  he  that  putteth  it  on 
-^I  believe  that  is  not  the  right  word  of  conunand; 
but  the  plain  truth  of  it  is,  I  am  like  to  sleep  in  my 
ootalet,  like  many  an  honest  fellow  that  never  waked 
igain,  unlee»  you  unloose  this  buckle." 
^'  Undo  his  armour,  Sibbald,"  said  Anderson  to  the 
other  servant 

"Bv  St  Andrew r  exclaimed  the  Captain,  turning 
rouDQ  in  great  astonishment,  "here's  a  common  fel- 
low—a stipendiary  with  four  pounds  a-year  and  a 
bvery  cloak,  thinks  himself  too  good  to  serve  Ritt- 
master  Du^d  Dalgetty  of  Drumthwacket,  who  has 
studied  humanity  at  the  Mareschal-College  of  Aber- 
deen, and  served  half  the  princes  of  Europe  f 

**  Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  Lord  Ment^tn,  whose  lot 
it  was  to  stand  peacemaker  throughout  the  evening, 
"please  to  understand  that  Anderson  waits  upon  no 
oto  but  mvself ;  but  I  will  help  Sibbaki  to  undo  your 
cMkt  with  much  pleasure." 

**Too  much  trouole  for  you,  my  lord,"  said  Dal- 
atty ;  "  and  yet  it  would  do  you  no  harm  to  practise 
oow  a  handsonne  harness  is  put  on  and  put  off.  I 
can  step  in  and  out  of  mine  like  a  glove;  only  to- 
iMt,  although  not  ebritUt  I  am,  in  the  classic  phrase^ 
nuo  dbpque  firavatus." 

By  this  time  he  was  unshelled,  and  stood  before  the 
file  musing  with  a  face  of  drunken  wisdom  on  the 
stents  of  the  evening.  What  seemed  chiefly  to  inter- 
est him,  was  tbe  character  of  Allan  M'Anlay.  "  To 
o6me  over  the  Englishmen  so  cleverly  with  his  High- 
farad  torch-bearers— eight  bare-breeched  Roriee  for  six 
dver  candlesticks !— it  was  a  master-piece— a  tour  de 
pMw— it  was  perfect  legerdemain— and  to  be  a  mad- 
man after  all !— I  doubt  greatly,  my  lord,"  (shaking 
his  headf)  "  that  I  muM  allow  him,  notwithstanding 
his  relationship  to  your  lordship,  the  privileges  of  a 
rational  person,  and  either  batoon  him  sufficiently  to 
expiate  the  violence  offered  to  my  person,  or  else  bring 
it  to  a  matter  of  mortal  arbitrement,  as  becometh  an 
inaulted  cavalier." 

**  If  you  care  to  hear  a  long  story,"  said  Lord  Men- 
t«ith,  *'  at  this  time  of  nights  I  can  tell  you  how  the 
circumstances  of  Allan's  birth  account  so  well  for  his 
angular  character,  as  to  put  such  satis&ction  entirely 
<*t  of  the  question." 

**  A  long  story,  my  lord^"  said  Captain  Dalgetty, 
"k  next  to  a  good  evenmg  draught  and  a  warm 
o^htcap,  the  best  shoeing-nom  for  drawing  on  a 
amnd  sleep.  And  since  your  lordship  is  pleaset^  to 
take  the  trouble  to  tell  it,  I  shall  rest  your  patient  and 
obliged  auditor." 

"**  Anderson,"  said  Lord  Mentdth,  "  and  yon,  Sib- 
blld,  are  d  ving  to  hear,  I  suppose,  of  this  strange  man 
iDo;  and  I  beTteve  I  must  indulge  your  curiosity,  that 

?ni  may  know  how  to  behave  to  him  in  time  of  need, 
otf  had  better  step  to  the  fire  then." 
Having  thus  assembled  an  audience  about  hhn, 
Lord  Menteith  sat  do^n  upon  the  edge  of  the  four- 
post  bed,  while  Captam  Dalgetty,  wiping  the  relics 
of  the  poseet  from  his  beard  and  mustaches,  and 
rtpeatin^  the  first  verse  of  the  Lutheran  psalm.  AlU 
gittereeiMer  loben  den  Herm,  &Xi.  rolled  himself  into 
ofteof  the  places  of  repose,  end  thrusting  his  shock 

Bte  from  oetween  the  blankets,  listened  to  Lord 
enteith's  relation  in  a  most  luxurious  state,  between 
•*  jpmg  and  waking. 

*  Tile  father,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "of  the  two 
WMhers,  Anmis  aftd  Allan  M*Aulay,  was  a  f^ntle- 
^uof  consideration  and  family,  being  the  chief  of  a 
rafllMaftd  clan,  of  good  account,  though  not  mime- 
i«»j  his  lady,  the  mother  of  th^e  young  men,  was  a 
flHiHewoman  5f  good  family,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
Jltwi  of  one  nearly  connected  vrith  my  own.  Her 
bvpther.  an  honouraMe  and  spirited  young  man,  ob- 
tatned  from  James  the  Sixth  a  grant  6t  fbrestry,  and 
oper  privileges,  over  a  royal  chase  adjacent  to  this 
jMtle;  and.  In  exercisng  and  defending  these  rights, 
n*  was  so  unfortunate  as  tofevolve  himself  in  a  quar- 
kbI  with  some  of  our  H^land  ftwbootera  or  cater- 


ans,  of  whom  I  tlrink,  CaptaiB  Dalgetty,  yon  must  i 
have  heard." 

"And  that  I  have,"  said  theCaptain,  exerting  him- 
sdf  to  answer  the  appeal    "  Before  I  left  the  Jf  are-  ' 
schal-College  of  Aberdeen,  Dugald  Garr  was  playing,  i 
the  devil  in  the  Garioch,  and  the  FarQuhM;sons  on 
DiBe-eidfl,  and  the  Clan  Chattan  on  the  Gordpns' 
lands,  and  the  Grants  and  Camerons  in  Moray-land.  . 
And  since  that,  \  have  seen  the  Cravats  and  Pun-. ' 
dours  in  Pannonia  and  Transylvania,  and  the  Cofr*  > 
sacks  from  the  Polish  frontier,  and  robbers,  banditti,  . 
and  barbarians  of  all  countries  besides,  so  that  1  havf 
a  distinct  idea  of  your  broken  Highlandnfien." 

"The  clan,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  with  whom  the  t 
maternal  uncle  of  tbe  M'Aulays  had  been  placed  ur  , 
feud,  was  a  small  sept  of  banditti,  called,  from  their  j 
houseless   state,  and   their   incessantly  wandering 
among  the  motmtains  and  glens,  the  Children  of  the  ; 
Mist    The/  are  a  fierce  and  hardy  people,  with  all     ■ 
the  irritability,  and  wild  and  vengeful  passions,  jproper  - 
to  men  who  nave  never  known  the  restraint  of  civil-  . 
ized  society.    A  party  of  them  lay  in  wait  for  the  un-  , 
fortunate  Warden  of  the  Forest,  surprised  him  while  . 
hunting^  alone  and  imattended,  and  slew  him  with 
every  curcumstance  of  inventive  cruelty.    They  poX 
off  his  head,  and  resolved,  in  a  bravado,  to  exhibit  it 
at  the  castle  of  his  brother-in-law.    The  hiird  waa  , 
absent,  and  the  lady  reluctantly  received  as  guests^ 
men  against  whom,  perhaps,  she  was  afraid  to  shut 
her  gates.  Refreshments  were  placed  before  the  Chil-  , 
drefi  of  the  Mist,  who  took  an  opportunity  to  take 
the  head  of  tneir  victim  from  the  plaid  in  which  it  , 
was  wrapt,  placed  it  on  the  table,  put  a  piece  of  bread 
between  the  l^less  jaws,  bidding  them  do  their  office  . 
now,  ance  many  a  good  meal  tniey  had  eaten  at  that  , 
table.    The  lady,  wno  had  been  absent  (or  some  ". 
household  purpose,  entered  at  this  moment,  and, 
upon  beholding  her  brother's  head,  fled  like  an  arrow 
out  of  the  house  into' the  woods,  uttering  shriek  upon 
shriek.    The  ruffians,  satisfied  with  this  savage  tri-  , 
umpli,  withdrew.    The  terrified  menials,  after  over 
coming  the  alarm  to  which  they  had  been  Mibjectea, 
sou^t  their  unfortunate  mistress  in  every  direction, 
but  she  was  nowhere  to  be  found.    The  miserable  ^ 
husband  returned  next  day,  and,  with  the  assistanoe 
of  his  people,  undertook  a  more  anxious  and  distant 
search,  but  to  equally  little  purpose.    It  was  believed  , 
universally,  that,  in  the  ecstacy  of  her  terror,  she  . 
must  either  have  thrown  herfieu  over  one  of  the  nu- 
merous precipices  which  overhang  the  river,  or  into  a 
deep  lake  about  a  mile  from  the  castle.    Her  loss  wae 
the  more  lamented,  as  she  was  six  months  advanct^  , 
in  Ijer  pregnancy;  Angus  M'Aulay,  her  eldest  son, 
having  been  born  about  eighteen  months  before. — 
But  I  tire  you.  Captain  Dalgetty,  and  you  seem  in-  , 
ciined  to  aleep. 

"By  no  nutans,"  answered  the  soldier;  "I  am  no 
whit  somnolent  J  1  always  hear  best  with  my  eyes 
shut.  It  is  a  fi^hion  I  learned  when  I  stood  sentinel.*' 

"And  I  daresay,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  aside  to  An- 
derson, "the  weight  of  the  halberd  of  the  sergeant  of 
the  rounds  often  made  him  open  them." 

Being  apparently,  however,  in  the  humour  of  story- 
tellins^  the  young  nobleman  went  on,  addressing 
himself  chiefly  to  his  servants,  without  minding  the 
slumbering  veteran. 

"Every  baron  in  the  country,"  saklhe,  "now  swore 
revenge  for  this  dreadful  crime.  They  took  amis 
with  the  relations  and  brother-in-law  of  the  murder- 
ed person,  and  the  Children  of  the  Mist  were  hunted 
down,  I  believe,  with  as  little  mercy  as  they  hnd  , 
themselves  manifested.  Seventeen  heads,  the  bloody 
trophies  of  their  vengeance,  were  distributed  amon/f  . 
the  allies,  and  fed  the  crows  upon  the  gates  of  thiir 
castles.  The  survivors  sought  out  more  distant  wil- 
dernesses, to  which  they  retreated." 

"To  your  right  hand,  counter-march  and  retreat  tb  ; 
your  former  ground,"  said  Captain  Dalgetty;  the  mili- 
tary phrase  having  produced  the  correspondent  worn  : 
of  command :  and  then  starting  up,  prof|fcsed  he  had 
been  profbundly  attentive  to  every  word  inat  had  been  ' 
spoken. 

"  It  is  the  ctistom  in  snmmer,"  aakl  Lord  Menteith   . 
witfaoat  attending  to  hie  apok^gyj  " to^KO^^Ae  ocrwt  ^ 
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to'  thtt  upland  pastures  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
grass  i  and  the  maids  of  the  village,  /md  of  the  family, 
BO  there  to  milk  them  in  the  mommg  and  evening. 
While  thus  .employed*  the  females  oi  this  family,  to 
their  glreat  terror,  perceived  that  their  motions  were 
watched  at  a  distance  by  a  pale,  thin,  rfieagre  figure^ 
bearing  a  suDng.  resemblance  to  their  deceased  mis* 
tress,  and  passing,  of  course,  for  her  apparition. 
Whea  some  of  the  boldest  resolved  to  approach  this 
faded  form,  it  fled  from  them  into  the  woods  with  a 
wild  shriek.  The  husband,  infonned  of  this  circum- 
tttnce,  came  up  to  the  glen  with  some  attendants, 
and  took  his  measures  so  well  as  to  interca)t  the  re- 
treat of  the  unhappy  fugitive,  and  to  secure  the  person 
of  his  unfortunate  lady,  though  her  intellect  proved 
to  bu  totally  deran^.  How  "she  supported  herself 
during  her  wandering  in  the  woods  could  not  be 
km>wn— some  supposed  she  lived  upon  roots  and 
'  wfld -berries,  with  which  the  woods  at  that  season 
abounded :  but  the  greater  part  of  the  vulgar  were 
satisfied  that  she  must  have  subsisted  upon  the  milk 
of  the  wild  does,  or  been  nourished  by  the  fairie%  or 
supported  in  some  manner  equally  marvellous.  Her 
ttt^Bppearance  was  more  easily  accounted  for.  She 
had  seen  from  the  thicket  the  milking  of  the  cows,  to 
superintend  which  had  been  her  favourite  domestic 
einployment,  and  the  habit  had  prevailed  even  in  her 
deranged  state  of  mind. 

**In  due  season  the  unfortunate  lady  was  delivered 
of  a  boy,  who  not  only  showed  no  appearance  of 
having  suffered  from  his  mothers  calanuties,  but  ap- 
peartM  to  be  an  infant  of  uncommon  health  and 
strength.  The  unhappy  mother,  after  her  conflne- 
nieni,  recovered  her  reason— at  least  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, but  never  her  health  and  spirits.  Allan  was  her 
only  joy.  Her  attention  to  him  was  unremitting; 
and  unquestionably  she  must  have  impressed  upon 
bis  earlv  mind  many  of  those  superstitious  ideas  to 
which  nis  moody  and  enthusiasuc  temper  gave  so 
ready  a  reception.  She  died  when  he  was  about  ten 
years  old.  Her  last  words  were  spoken  to  him  in 
private ;  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  conveyed 
an  injunction  of  vengeance  upon  the  Children  of  the 
MisL  with  which  he  nas  since  amply  complied. 

**  From  thi^  moment,  the  habits  of  Allan  M*Aulay 
were  totally  changed.  He  had  hitherto  been  his  mo- 
tiler's  constant  companion,  listening  to  her  dreams, 
and  repeating  his  own,  and  feeding  his  imagination, 
which,  probably  from  the  circumstances  preceding 
his  birth,  was  constitutionally  deranged,  with  all  the 
wud  and  terrible  superstitions  so  common  to  the 
mountaineers,  to  which  his  unfortunate  mother  had 
become  much  addicted  since  her  brother's  death.  By 
living  in  this  manner,  the  boy  had  gotten  a  timid, 
wild,  startled  look,  loved  to  seek  out  sofitary  places 
in  the  woods,  and  was  never  so  much  terrified  as  by 
tii'c  approach  of  children  of  the  same  age.  I  remem- 
ber, although  some  years  younger,  beinz  brought  up 
here  by  my  father  upon  a  visit^  nor  can  I  forget  the  as- 
tuniahment  with  which  I  saw  this  infant-hermit  shun 
every  attempt  1  made  to  engage  him  in  the  sports 
natural  to  our  age.  I  can  remember  his  father  be- 
wailing bis  disposition  to  mine,  and  alle^ng,  at  the 
same  tirae^  that  it  was  imposmble  for  turn  to  take 
&om  his  wife  the  company  of  the  boy,  as  he  seemed 
to  be  the  only  consolation  that  remained  to  her  in  this 
world,  and  as  the  amusement  which  Allan*8  society 
atfurued  her  Seemed  to  prevent  the  recurrence,  at 
least  in  its  full  force,  of  that  fearful  malady  by  which 
the  had  been  Visited.  But,  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  boy  seemed  at 
once  to  change.  It  is  true  he  remained  as  thoughtful 
ai^J  serious  as  before ;  and  long  fits  of  silence  and 
abstraction  showed  plainly  that  his  disposition,  in 
tills  respect,  was  in  no  degree  altered.  But  at  other 
\»fui».  he  sought  out  the  rendezvous  of  the  youth  of 
the  clan,  which  he  had  hitherto  seemed  anxious  to 
avoid.  He  took  share  in  all  their  exercises;  and, 
freiii  his  verv  extraordinary  personal  strength,  so*jn 
excelled  his  mother  and  other  youths,  whose  age  con- 
aidorably  exceeded  his  own.  They  who  had  hitherto 
iielct  Dim  in  contempt,  now  fieared,  if  they  did  not  love 
hi^t ;  and,  instead  of  Allan^s  being  'esteemed  a  dieam- 
M.  womaniah,  and  iteble-ttiiiided  boy,  those  who 


encountered  him  m  sports  or  tnSitaiT  exercise,  now 
complained  that,  when  heated  by  t^  strife,  he  was 
too  apt  to  turn  game  into  earnest,  aril  to  foiget  that 
be  was  only  engi^ged  in  a  friendly  trial  of  strength. — 
But  I  speak  to  regardless  ears,"  sifid  Lord  Henteith* 
interrupting  himself;  for  the  Captain's  nose  now  gave 
the  most  indisputable  signs  that  ha  was  fut  lockol 
in  the  arms  of  oblivion. 

"If  you  mean  the  ears  of  that  snorting  swine,  mr 
lord,"  said  Anderson,  *'  they  are.  indeed,  shut  to  ao/ 
thing  that  you  can  say ;  nevertheless,  this  place  beuur 
unfit  for  more  private  conference,  I  hope  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  proceed,  for  Sibbald's  benefit 
and  for  mine.  The  history  of  this  poor  young  ieUow 
has  a  deep  and  wild  interest  in  it" 

"You  must  kn6w,  then,"  proceeded  Lord  Men* 
teith,  "  that  Allan  continued  to  increase  in  strength 
and  activity  till  his  fifteenth  year,  about  which  tmM 
hQ  assumed  a  total  independence  of  character,  an4 
impatience  of  control,  which  much  alarmed  his  sur- 
viving parent.  He  was  absent  in  the  woods  fbr 
whole  days  and  nights,  under  pretence  of  hunting, 
though  he  did  not  always  bring  home  game.  His 
father  was  the  more  alarmed,  because  several  of  the 
Children  of  the  Mist,  encouraged  by  the  hcreasing 
troubles  of  the  state,  had  ventured  back  to  their  old 
haunts,  nor  did  he  think  it  idtogether  safe  to  rene^ 
any  attack  upon  them..  The  nsk  of  Allan,  in  h» 
wanderings,  sustaining  injury  Ih>m  these  vindictive 
fre^MOters,  was  a  perpetual  source  of  apprehension. 

*'I  was  myself  upon  s  visit  to  the  castle  when  tn^ 
matter  was  broiight  to  a  crisis.  Allan  bad  been  absent 
since  daybreak  in  the  woods,  where  I  hfid  aou^t  for 
him  in  vain ;  it  was  a  dark  stormy  night,  and  ne  did 
not  return.  His  father  expressed  the  utmost  anxiety, 
and  spoke  of  detaching  a  party  at  the  dawn  of  morn- 
ing in  quest  of  him ;  when,  as  we  were  sitting  at  the 
supper-table,  the  door  suddenly  opened,  and  Allan 
entered  the  room  with  a  proud,  firm,  and  confident 
air.  His  intractihihty  of  temper,  as  well  as  the  un- 
settled state  of  his  mind,  had  such  an  influence  over 
his  father,  that  he  suppressed  all  other  tokena  of  dis- 
pleasure, excepting  the  observation  that  I  had  killed 
a  fiit  buck,  and  had  returned  before  sunset  while  be 
supposed  Allan,  who  had  been  on  the  hill  till  raid- 
nignt,  had  returned  with  empty  hands.  *Are  jrou 
sure  of  that  7*  said  Allan  fiercely;  '  here  is  something 
will  tell  you  another  tale.' 

"  We  now  observed  his  hands  were  bloody,  and 
that  there  were  apotB  of  blood  on  his  face,  and  waited 
the  issue  with  impatience ;  when  suddenly,  undoinii 
the  comer  of  his  plaid,  he  rolled  down  on  the  table  a 
human  head,  bloody  and  new  severed,  saying  at  the 
same  time,  *  Lie  thou  where  the  bead  of  a  better  man 
.     •   -  *    ~         •    '  •  -  *     gt- 
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lay  before  ye.*  From  the  haggard  features,  and  mat- 
ted  red  hair  and  beard,  portly  g^zxled  with  a«&  lot 
father  and  others  present  recognised  tlie  head  of  Hec- 


tor of  the  Mist,  a  well-known  leader  among  the  ovt- 
laws,  redoubted  for  strength  and  ferocity,  who  had 
been  active  m  the  murder  of  the  unfortunate  Fofps- 
ter.  uncle  to  Allan,  and  had  escaped  by  a  desperate 
defence  and,  extraordinary  agility,  when  so  many  of 
his  companions  were  destroyed.  ,We  were  all,  it 
may  be  believed,  struck  with  surprise,  but  Allan  re* 
fused  to  gratify  our  curiosity ;  and  wo  only  coojee- 
tured  that  he  must  have  overcome  the  outlaw  after  a 
desperate  struggde,  because  we  discovered  that  he  had 
sustained  several  wounds  from  the  content.  AU 
measures  were  now  taken  to  ensure  him  against  the 
vengeance  of  the  freebooters :  but  neither  his  wounds, 
nor  the  positive  command  of^  his  father,  nor  even  the 
locking  of  the  gates  of  the  castle  and  the  doors  of  his 
apartment,  were  precautions  adequate  to  prevent 
Allan  fron\  seeking  out  the  veiy  persons  to  wnoin  he 
was  peculiarly  obnoxious.  He  made  his  escape  bf 
night  from  the  window  of  the  apartment,  and  laud- 
ing at  hs  father's  vain  care,  produced  on  one  oc^raaioa 
the  head  of  one,  and  upon  pother  those  of  two,  of 
the  Children  of  the  Mist.  At  length  these  meik 
fierce  as  they  were,  beca|ne  appalled  by  the  in  veto* 
rate  animosity  and  audaaty  with  which  Allan  sou^l 
out  their  recesses.  As  he  never  hesitated  to  enoountei 
any  odda,  they  concluded  that  he  must  bear  a  chenn 
ed  ufe^  or  fight  under  the  guaitTianahip  of  some  aupa 
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TUi^  said,  avaSecTaojefal  tg&Bt^ua^  ihef  imputed 
this  to  the  remsjkabTe  drcurastadoet  under  which  he 
was  born  I  and  i{  length  five  or  six  of  the  stoutest 
dtenms  of  the  HighhiDds  would  have  fled  at  Jilan'a 
ImIIoo,  or  the  blast  of  lue  horn. 

"In  the  ineanwhOe.  however,  the  Ohildren  of  the 
Kist  carried  on  their  old  trade,  and  did  the  M'Aulayst 
u  well  u  their  kioemen  ana  allies,  aa  much  mns- 
i\m  as  they  could.  This  provokea  another  e«pe- 
tGiion  asainst  the  tribe,  in  which  I  had  my  share ;  we 
iQi|»rised  them  elfectually,  bv  beeett'mg  at  once  the 
upper  and  under  passes  of  the  country,  and  made 
Mch  clean  work  as  is  usual  on  these  occasioiis,  bum* 
ins  and  slaying  right  before  us.  In  this  terrible  spe- 
des  of  war,  even  the  females  and  the  helpless  do  not 
tlwiys  escape.  One  little  maiden  alone,  who  smiled 
upon  Allan's  drawn  dirk,  escaped  his  vengance  upon 
0)r  Mraest  entreaty.  She  was  brought  to  the  castle, 
uid  here  bred  up  under  the  name  of  Annot  Lyle,  the 
most  beautiful  little  faiiy  certainly  that  ever  danced 
qxm  a  heath  by  moon-light  It  was  long  ere  Allan 
eould  endure  the  presence  of  the  child,  until  it  occur- 
ted  to  his  imagination,  from  her  features  perhaps, 
t^l  she  d'vd  not  belong  to  tho  hated  blood  of  his  en« 
enues,  but  had  become  their  captive  in  some  of  their 
mcursions  j  a  circumstance  not  in  itself  impossible, 
bat  in  which  he  believes  as  firmly  as  in  holy  writ, 
m  is  particulsriy  delighted  by  her  skill  in  music, 
which  IS  so  exquisite,  that  she  far  exceeds  the  best  per- 
formers in  this  country  in  playing  on  the  clairshsch, 
or  harp.  It  was  discovered  that  this  produced  upon 
die<fisturbed  spirits  of  Allan,  in  his  gloomiest  moods, 
beoeficial  eflects,  similar  to  those  experienced  by  the 
Jewish  monarch  of  old :  and  so  engaging  is  the  tem- 
per of  An  not  L)ie,  so  fascinating  the  innocence  and 
Sfety  of  her  disposition,  that  she  is  considered  and 
Aied  in  the  castle  rather  as  the  sister  of  the  propri- 
etor, than  as  a  depends  nt  upon  his  charity.  Inoeea,  it 
»  impossible  for  any  one  to  see  her  without  being 
aeeply  interested  by  the  ingenuity,  livelmess,  and 
sweetness  of  her  disposition. 
^**Take  care,  my  lord,"  said  Anderson,  smiling; 

there  is  danger  in  such  violent  commendations. 
Allan  M'Aulay,  as  your  lordship  describes  him,  would 
prove  no  very  safe  rival." 

"  Pooh  1  pooh !"  said  Lord  Menteith,  laughing,  yet 
bhishing  at  the  same  time ;  "  Allan  is  not  accessible 
to  the  passion  of  love,  and  for  mysdf,"  said  he,  more 
gravely,  **  Annot's  unknown  birth  is  a  sufficient  rea- 
son against  serious  designs,  and  her  unprotected 
state  precludes  every  other." 

"It  is  spoken  like  yourself^  mylord,"  saidAnder- 
«>n.~"  But  I  trust  you  will  proceed  with  your  inter- 
esting story.** 

•*  ft  is  well-nigh  finished,*'  said  Lord  Menteith ;  "  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  ftt)m  the  great  strength  and 
eoiffage  of  Allan  M'Aulay,  from  his  energetic  and 
Bneontrollable  disposition,  and  from  an  opinion  gene- 
mh  entertained  and  encouraged  by  himself  that  he 
holds  communion  with  supernatural  beings,  and  can 
predkt  future  events,  the  clan  pay  a  much  greater  de> 
pee  of  deference  to  him  than  even  to  his  brother, 
who  is  a  bold-hearted  ratthng  Highlander,  but  with 
nothing  which  can  possibly  rival  the  extraordinary 
Qbsracter  of  his  younger  brother." 
^Snch  a  character,"  said  Anderscm,  "  cannot  but 
■ave  the  deepest  effect  on  the  minds  of  a  Highland 
■Mt.    We  must  secure  Allan,  my  io.'d,  at  all  events. 

What  between  his  bravery  and  his  second  sight* 

J*  Hush  r*  said  Lord  Menteith,  *'  that  owl  is  awa- 

^^[>o  you  talk  of  the  second  sight,  or  deuteroteo- 
{is?"  Mud  the  soldier;  "  I  remember  memorable 
Major  Munro  telling  me  how  Murdock  Mackenzie, 
•on  in  Assmt,  a  private  gentleman  in  a  company,  and 
a  pretty  soldier,  foretold  the  death  of  Donald  Tough. 
aLoehaber  man,  and  certain  other  persons,  as  welt 
as  the  hurt,  of  the  major  himself  at  a  certain  onfall 
at  the  siege  of  Traasund." 

"I  have  often  heard  of  this  faculty,"  observed  An- 
yson,  •*  but  I  have  always  thought  those  pretending 
•H  were  either  enthusiasts  or  impostors," 
*  DmnHk-ijfuwti  litoraUr,  iateli9l-H»f  arrows. 
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either  charaeter  to  my  kmsman,  Amh  vAulay. 
has  shown  on  many  oecasions  too  tnuoh  acute  ..^ 
and  sense,  of  which  you  this  night  hod  an  instanee^ 
for  the  eharncter-of  an  eBthusiast;  and  his  high 
sense  of  honour,  and  nuudiness  of  ibpositkm,  fres 
him  from  the  charge  of  imposture." 

'*  Ycfiu  k>nlshin,  then,*'  swd  Andenoo,**  is  a  be- 
liever in  his  supernatural  attributes  9" 

'*  By  no  maaas,"  said  the  young  nobleman  y  **  I 
think  that  be  persuades  himself  that  the  prsdk:tiofit 
which  are,  in  reality,  the  result  of  judgment  and  rs* 
flectbn,  are  supernatural  impressions  on  his  mmd.  jus^ 
as  fanatics  conceive  the  workmgsof  their  own  imagf- 
nadon  to  be  divme  inapiration~«l  leut,  if  this  wiH 
not  senre  you,  Anderson,  1  have  no  betcr  explnnatioil 
to  give ;  and  it  is  time  we  were  all  %akt9  alter  the  toiH 
some  joumey  of  the  day.** 


CHAPTER  VL 
Coainf  evfsiB  esac  their  rtiftdowt  bdbie. 

CAMfSIU. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  the  guests  of  tlM 
castle  sprung  from  their  repose;  aao.  afWa  moment'f 
private  conversation  with  his  attendants,  Lord  Mtn^ 
teith  addressed  the  soldier,  who  was  seated  in  % 
corner  bumishine  his  corslet  with  rot-stone  and  sha- 
mois-leather,  while  he  hummed  the  old  song  tS 
honour  of  the  victorious  €rustavus  Adolphus^^ 

When  eaononasfe  riMriof,  wid  bnlteu  nw  flrlnr. 

TlM  lad  tliat  would  bav«  iiooour,  bojra,  ntmst  nefvrfear-^jrfsf^ 

"Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  **tha 
time  is  come  that  we  must  part,  or  become  comrades 
in  service." 

**  Not  before  breakfast,  I  hope  7"  said  Captam  V^'* 
getty. 

"I  shoukl  have  thought,'*  replied  his  lordship^ 
"  thai  your  garrison  was  victualled  for  three  days  at 
least.*' 

"  I  have  still  some  stowage  left  for  beef  and  baiN 
nockak"  said  the  Captain;  "and  I  never  miss  a  lap- 
vouraole  opportunity  of  renewing  my  soppffes." 

"  But,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  no  judicious  oom« 
mander  allows  either  flags  of  truce  or  neutrals  to  i^ 
main  in  his  camp  longer  than  is  prudent ;  and  there- 
fore we  must  know  your  mind  exactly,  according  tot 
which  you  shall  either  have  a  safe-conduct  to  depart 
in  peace,  or  be  welcome  to  remam  with  us," 

"  Truly,"  said  the  Captain,  "  that  being  the  rase,  t 
will  not  attempt  to  protract  the  capitulation  by  « 
counterfeited  parley,  (a  thing  excellently  practised  by 
Sir  James  Ramsay  at  the  siege  of  Haniuui,  in  th« 
year  of  God  1636,)  but  I  will  frankly  own,  that  if  I 
like  your  pay  as  well  as  your  prevent  and  your  oonv- 
pany.  I  care  not  how  soon  I  take  the  oath  tq  your 
colours.*' 

"Our  pajr,"  saM  Lord  Menteith,  "  must  at  present 
be  small,  since  it  is  paki  out  of  the  common  stocks 
raised  by  the  few  amongst  us  who  can  comnfopd 
some  funds— As  major  and  adjutant.  I  dare  not  pro^ 
mise  Captain  Dalgetty  more  than  half  a  dollar  a-day.*' 

"  The  devil  take  aU  halves  and  quarters!"  said  th« 
Captain;  "were  it  in  my  option,  I  could  no  morv 
consent  to  the  halving  of  that  dollar,  than  the  woman 
in  the  Judgment  of  Solomon  to  the  disssverraent  of 
tlie  chikl  of  her  bowels.*' 

"  The  Bsrallel  will  scares  hold,  Captain  Dalgetty, 
for  I  think  you  would  rather  consent  to  the  dividing 
of  the  dollar,  than  give  it  up  entire  to  your  competitor* 
However,  in  the  way  of  arrears,  I  may  promise  wo9 
the  other  half*dollar  at  the  end  of  the  camfAtgn.'*^ 

"Ah!  these  arrearages!"  said  Captain  Dalgeuy 
"that  are  always  promised,  and  always  go  for  no* 
thing!  Spain,  Ausma,  and  Sweden,  all  sing  one 
song.  Oh !  long  life  to  the  Hnganmogans !  if  they 
were  no  officers  or  soldiers^  they  were  good  par 
masters.— And  yet,  my  lonl,  if  I  could  but  be  mads 
certiorate  that  my  natural  hereditament  of  Drum* 
thwacket  had  fiaUen  mto  possessk>n  of  any  of  the^e 
loons  of  Covenanters,  who  could  be^  in  the  event  of 
our  success,  conveniently  msde  a  traitor  of^  I  have  so 
much  value  for  that  fertile  and  pleasant  spot,  that  I 
would  e'ea  take  oa  with  you  for  the  eempsigg  ** 
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'*  I  can  rcsolTe  CBpitain  Dilgetty't  quefltian,"  takl 
Sibhald,  Lord  >leiiteith's  second  aitendant;  "foril' 
hu  estate  of  Drumthwacket  be,  as  I  conceive,  the 
Ions  waste  moor  ho  called,  that  lies  fi%'«  miles  south 
of  Aberdeen,  I  cun  tell  him  it  was  lately  purchased 
by  Rlias  Strachan,  as  rank  a  rebel  as  ever  swore  the 
Covenant." 

**  The  crop-eared  hound  !"  said  Captain  Dalgetty, 
ji  a  rajie ;  what  the  devil  gave  him  the  a!>surance 
•o  purchase  the  inheritance  of  a  family  of  four  hun- 
dred years  standini;?— C'yn/Aiux  aurem  rdlel^  as  we 
used  to  say  at  Mareflchal-(;olltige ;  that  is  to  say,  I 
«ill  pull  him  out  of  my  father's  house  by  the  ears. 
And  Bii,  my  Lord  Menieith,  I  am  yours,  hand  and 
•word,  budy  and  soul,  till  death  do  us  part,  or  to  the 
ciid  or  the  next  campai;^  which-e\*er  event  shall 
first  come  to  pass." 

*'  And  I,"  said  the  younj^  nobleman,  "rivet  the  bar- 
gain by  a  month's  pay  in  ad%-ance.'' 

"Tliat  is  more  than  necessarv."  said  Dal^tty, 
pocketini;?  the  money  however.  '*  But  now  1  must  go 
down,  look  aftor  ray  war-saddle  and  abuilziomcnte, 
and  see  that  Giistaviis  has  his  morning,  and  tell  him 
we  have  taken  new  service." 

"There  goes  your  precious  recruit,"  said  Lord 
Henteith  to  Anderson,  as  the  f^aptain  left  the  room ; 
"J  fear  we  shall  have  little  credit  of  him." 

"  He  IS  a  man  of  the  time^,  however,"  said  Ander- 
■on ;  "  and  without  such  we  should  hardly  be  able  to 
carry  on  our  enterprise." 

"l^t  us  go  down,"  answefpd  T^rffrd  Menteith,  "and 
■ee  how  our  muster  is  likely  to  thrive,  for  I  hear  a 
good  deal  of  bustle  in  the  ctiHtle." 

When  they  entennJ  the  hail,  the  domestics  keeping 
modestly  in  the  back-ground,  morninir  urfctimnt  pass- 
ed between  Lord  Mt-ntcirli,  Amnis  M^AuIay,  and  his 
Ehirlish  guests,  while  Allan,  ocnipying  the  same 
settle  which  he  had  filled  the  preceding  evening,  paid 
BO  attention  whatever  to  any  one. 

Old  Donald  liiisiily  rushed  info  the  apartment.  "A 
message  fnmi  Vich  Alister  More;*  he  is  coming  up 
m  tho  evenine." 

"  With  how  many  attendants  ?"  said  M'Aulay. 

"  Some  live-and -twenty  or  thirty,"  said  Donald, 

his  ordinary  retinue." 

"Shake  down  plenty  of  straw  in  the  great  bam," 
■aid  the  Laird. 

Another  servant  here  litumbled  hastily  in,  nnnoim- 
dng  the  expected  approach  of  Sir  Hector  M'ljean, 
**  who  is  arriving  with  a  large  following." 

"Put  thftm  in  thi? malt-kiln."  said  M'Aulay;  "and 
kiMS  the  brr-a<{th  of  the  middenf^tt-afl  hc-tween  them 
ana  the  McDonalds ;  they  are  but  unfriends  to  each 
othtr." 

Dunald  now  re-en tere<l,  his  visaae  consideraMv 
lengthened— "The  teil's  i*  the  folk,"  he  said;  "the 
haitl  Hit-lands  »rr!  nstL-cr,  I  think.  F.van  Dhii,  nf 
LochieL  will  be  here  in  an  hour,  with  Lord  kens  now 
many  uiHies." 

"Into  the  great  barn  with  them  beside  the  McDo- 
nalds,*' aaiii  the  Laini. 

More  and  more  chiefs  were  announccxl.  the  Ipast  of 
whom  would  have  accounted  it  derogatory  to  his  dig- 
nity to  stir  without  a  retinue  of  six  or  seven  persons. 
To  everv  new  annunciation,  Angus  M'.Anlay  an- 
swered ny  naming  some  place  ot'  ae-intmniodntion,— 
the  stables,  the  loft,  tlio  cow-houso,  the  sheds,  cver>' 
domestic  ufTice,  were  destine*!  for  the  niirht  to  some 
hospitable  purrHjse  or  other.  -At  lenirth  the  arrival  of 
M'P<nigal  of  i«om,  after  all  his  means  of  arrommo- 
dation  wrere  exhausted^  reduc^td  him  to  s«tme  perplex- 
ity. "What  the  devil  IS  to  be  donp.  Donald?'  said 
he;  "the  great  bam  would  hold  fiftv  more,  if  they 
would  lie  heads  and  Miraws;  but  thcrp  would  be 
drawn  dirks  amang  them  which  shoiiM  lie  upper- 
most, and  so  we  shoidd  have  bloody  puddings  bcibre 
inornint;!" 

"  What  needs  ajl  this?"  said  Allan,  startingnp,  and 
comina  forwani  with  the  sti-rn  almiptness  of  his  usual 
manner;  "are  the  Gap|  to-day  of  sot'ter  flesh  or  whiter 
jlood  than  their  fathers  uf^re?  Knock  the  head  out 
nf  a  cask  ol  usQueba* ;  let  that  be  thfir  night-gear— 
tkmrplmds  their  bed -chth  ^  -the  bine  sky  their  ct- 
'  nrnpatnarmie  of  MatDaotft  of  dsagany. 


nopy,  and  the  heather  tiMV  couch.— Ctnne  ■  thoimd 
more,  and  they  would  not  quarrel  on  the  broad  hash 
for  want  of  room!"  4 

"  Allan  is  risht,"  said  his  brother ;  it  is  very  odj 
how  Allan,  who,  between  ourselves,"  said  he  toMa» 
gra%'c,  "is  a  little  wowf^t  sec-ms  at  times  to  ham 
more  sense  than  us  all  put  together.  Observe  bin 
now." 

''  Ves,"  continued  Allan,  fixiiig  his  eyes  with  1 
ghastly  stare  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  hall,"  thn 
may  well  l^cgin  as  they  nrc  to  end ;  many  a  man  wt 
sleep  this  night  upon  the  heath,  that  when  the  Mv 
tinnias  wind  shall  blow  shall  lie  there  stork  enough 
and  reck  little  of  cold  or  lack  of  covering." 

" \>o  not  forespeak  us,  brother,"  said  Aiigus;  "thai 
is  not  Inckv." 

"And  what  luck  is  it  then  that  yr>u  expect?'  nk 
Allan ;  and  straining  his  eyes  until  the>'  almost ftart< 
ed  fn>in  iheir  sockets,  he  fell  with  a  convulme  BhiMi< 
der  into  the  anns  of  Donald  and  his  brother,  wboy 
knowing  the  nature  of  his  fits,  had  come  near  toprp- 
vent  his  fall.  They  seated  him  upon  a  bench,  ind 
EuriiKirtcd  him  until  he  came  to  himself  and  wu 
about  to  s|ieak. 

"  For  Gorl's  sake,  Allan,"  said  his  brother,  vfio 
kneH-  the  iniprcssKin  his  mystical  words  wert  like' 
to  make  on  many  of  the  guests,  "say  nothing  to  (!«• 
courage  us." 

"  Am  1  he  who  discourages  you  ?"  said  Allan ;  "let 

every  man  face  his  weinl  as  I  shall  face  mine.   I^at 

which  must  come,  will  crmie;  and  we  sfasll  stride 

gnllantiv  over  many  a  field  of  victory,  ere  we  reach 

1  yon  fatal  slaughter-place,  or  tread  yon  sable scafToUBL" 

"  What  slanghter-plar*e  ?  what  sea  Holds  ?'  Gxrlaun- 

•  ed  several  voices :  for  Allan's  rt^nown  as  a  stt-r  wu 

;  genentlly  e«iaMislied  in  the  Hi:2hlands. 

"  You  will  know  that  but  iwi  soon,"  answerca  Al- 
I  Ian.  "  Sjinak  to  me  no  mure,  I  am  wear\"  of  your 
!  iiiiestions."  He  then  presst^  his  hand  against  hi!>liruir 
:  restetj  his  eU>ow  upon  his  knee,  and  sunk  into  ad«p 
'  reverie. 

"  Send  for  Arinot  Lyie,  and  the  harp,"  said  .Ango^ 
in  a  whisprr.  to  his  Fer\'ani ;  "and  l»'t  thos**  centle- 
men  follow  me  who  do  not  fear  a  Highland  bnakfast.'' 
All  accompanied  their  ho«(pitnbIe  landlord  exct-pnog 
onlv  I«or(i  ^lenteith,  who  lincrered  in  one  of  the  dctp 
embrasures  furmed  by  the  windows  of  the  hall.  An 
not  Lyic  aliortlv after  glided  into  the  room,  not  illde 
srribi.fl  by  Lord  Mentcith  as  being  the  liizhteit  and 
most  fairy  fiinire  that  e%-i.T  tmde  the  turf  bv  moon 
light.  Her  stature,  considerablv  less  than  tHeordiB- 
ary  size  of  wonu.n,  gave  her  the  apnearatice  of  «• 
treme  youth,  insomuch,  that  althongn  »lie  was  ncH 
eightein.  she  might  have  pasw-d  for  four  years  yow* 
ger.  Her  figiin-.  hands,  and  feet,  wri>:  form«l  upM 
!  a  model  of  exquisite  symmetry  with  the  si7.e  and  light* 
j  ness  of  her  person,  so  that  Titania   hoTf<\f  could 
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scarce  have  found  a  more  fitting  n-prcseniative. 

I  hair  was  a  dark  shade  of  the  colour  usually  ten... 
flaxf^n,  whose  c| II stf-rirs  rinirlets  suited  admirably  will 

I  her  fair  complexion,  and  with  the  playful,  vci  Fimpki 
expn-ssion  of  her  fen thros.    When  wc  atfil  to  thai 

,  clinmis.  that  Annot,  in  her  orphan  state,  seemed  thi 

j  pyesi  and  happiest  of  maiden.o.  the  nad^r  miiJH  •!• 

I  low  us  to  claim  for  her  the  interest  of  almost  all  whfl 
looked  on  her.  In  fact,  it  was  impi-tssible  to  find  I 
more  universal  favourite,  and  !»he  often  came  amoai 
the  nide  inhabitants  of  the  ciistle,  as  Allan  liimwICii 
a  poerical  nir)o«l,  express*  d  ilj  "  like  a  sunbt-ain  00 ■ 
sullen  sea."  communicating  to  all  others  thecbediiil' 
nt'**n  that  filled  hi-r  own  nund. 

Ann<»t,  siif-h  as  we  have  desrrilied  her,  smiltxl  nd 
blushed,  when,  on  eriti-ring  the  apartment,  Ix»rd  Men- 

.  tciih  came  fmm  his  phiee  of  retirement,  and  kiudll 

I  wished  her  good-morning. 

"  And  gi>niJ-moming  to  you.  my  lord."  relumol  ib4 

•  extendinir  her  hand  to  lief  friend ;  "  we  have  f^Idoa 
se«-n  you  of  lai.>  at  the  castle,  and  now  Ifearit  ic  wiill 

■  no  pcfifefld  pirn'OSi\" 

"  .At  least,  li't  nie  not  inttTTupt  your  harmonv,  Al 

;  not,"  .Slid  Lonl  Mentcith,  "thouan  mv  arrival  mil 

I  hn»ed  disconl  elscwhen'.    My  cousin  Allan  necdi  ihl 

!  assistance  of  your  voiri*  and  music." 


Ofei».V» 


1  CMtiiD  01^^  namwomB: 


**liy  iimMwrtr,"  wid  Aimbf  XyK  *^1ifc>  •  figh<  to 
my  poor  eoiertiont  9  and  rou,  toOt  my  lord^—yiou,  too, 
an»  my  pvvMn  vett  and  were  the  moft  actWe  to  save  a 
lift  that  ia  wonhleas  enoagb,  \m\em  it  can  benefit  my 


So  aayinf^  she  sate  down  at  a  tittle  distanoa  upon 
the  benc^  on  which  Allan  M'Aulay  was  olnced,  and 
tuning  her  clairshach,  a  small  harp,  about  thirty  inches 
in  he^t,  she  ac6ompanied  it  with  her  voice.  The 
air  was  an  ancient  Gaelic  melodv,  and  the  words, 
which  were  supposed  to  he  very  old,  were  in  the  same 
langua£;e ;  but  we  subjoin  a  translation  of  them,  by 
Seciindus  Maephersoo,  Eaq.  of  Glenforoeti,  which, 
aldvNigh  submitted  to  the  fetters  of  English  rhythm, 
«•  tnwt  will  be  found  nearlv  as  genuine  aa  the  version 
af  Oaatan  by  hia  celebrated  oameaake. 


**  Birds  of  din*n  daili  •nd  font. 
Niftit  crow,  rav«a,  b»i,  and  owl, 
Lmiva  tlM  itrk  roan  to  hii  droun^ 
All  aiffiit  Um§  tm  b«vd  roMr  fcfeam- 
Hmato  tn  cave  and  ruin'd  Uiwar, 


hry,  tod,  or  diufted  bower. 
TW«  10  wink  and  mope,  (br  hark  I 
In  thm  mid  air  aiofa  tbe  laik. 


**  Hie  to  moorish  gilU  and  roeka, 
Prowibif  wolf  and  wtly  foz,— 
Riff  f  ou  tux,  nor  Uim  your  view, 
Tlio«rli  the  laaabe  bleats  to  the  ewe. 
Cottcia  jrour  train*,  and  aptsed  your  fliffht, 
ftafety  parts  with  partinf  night ; 
And  on  distant  echo  t>ome, 
I  tbe  hunter's  early  born. 


"  The  moon's  wan  crescent  seareely  gleains, 
Qhost-like  she  fades  in  mnminf  beams; 
Hie  heuee  each  peevish  imp  and  Aiy, 
Thnt  sears  tbe  pilgrim  on  bis  way  :— 
QMocb,  kelpy  I  4]uench,  in  bof  and  tea, 
Tliy  torch  that  cheats  benlfhied  men  i 
TI17  danoe  Is  o'er,  thy  reign  is  done, 
Far  Beoyiaglo  bath  aeeo  tbe  son. 

4. 
**  Wild  tboaghts,  that,  sinful,  dark,  and  daap^ 
O*erpower  the  passive  mind  in  sleep. 
Pass  fhMn  tbe  dumtierer*s  soul  away, 
Like  oight-mists  from  the  brow  of  day  t 
Foal  bM«  whoan  blasted  visage  griai 
flmotbers  the  pulse,  wmerves  tbe  limb, 
flpor  tby  dark  palmy,  and  begone  1 
Tboa  daiest  not  fkce  tbe  godlike  sua.** 

Aa  the  strain  proceeded,  Allan  M'Aula^  gradnally 
pnt  figns  of  recovering  hia  preaenoe  ot  roind,  and 
ttieotion  to  the  objects  around  him.  The  deep-knit 
nuTowaof  hia  brow  relaxed  and  smoothed  thonaelvea; 
•od  4he  nest  of  hia  features,  which  had  seemed  con- 
torted with  internal  agony,  relapsed  into  a  more  na- 
taraiaute.  When  he  raised  hia  bead  and  sat  upright, 
■■  eoaDtenance,  though  atill  dee|>ly  melancholy,  was 
ovsated  of  its  wildness  and  ferocttv ;  and  in  its  oom- 
l  stale,  although  by  no  means  handsome,  theex< 


_  of  his  features  was  stiikhig,  manly,  and  avsn 
me.  His  thick,  brown  eyebrows,  which  had  \u- 
^heno  been  drawn  close  together,  were  now  sUgbtly 
■Bpmted,  as  in  the  natural  state}  and  hisgray  eyes, 
*bich  had  rolled  and  flaahed  fh>m  under  them  with 
>n  apnatttral  and  portentous  gleam,  now  leeovered  a 
*MMjv  and  determined  expression. 

Thank  God  l"  he  said,  after  sitting  silent  forabont 
t  nannte,  until  the  very  last  sounds  of  the  harp  had 
JMsed  to  vibrate,  **  mv  soul  is  no  longer  darkened— 
«f,ni»t  hath  passed  from  my  spirit." 

YoQ  owe  thanka,  ooubiti  Allany"  said  Lord  Msn- 
Jj«i  coming  forward,  "  to  Annot  Lyie,  as  well  as 
tobiayen,  (or  this  happy  change  in  yonr  mslanoholy 

^My  noble  oonsin  Menteith,"  said  Allan^  rising  and 
Knetuig  him  very  respectftiUy,  as  well  aa  kuidly,^'haa 
*]JJ]»n  my  unhappy  circumsunces  so  kmg,  that  his 
I^J'?'!^  will  require  no  excuse  for  mv  being  thus  late 
■  ™Wing  him  welcome  to  the  castte." 
|.  We  aie  loo  old  aoquaintanoea,  Allan,*'  said  Lord 
"fp^th,  **  and  too  good  friaoda,  to  stand  on  the  os- 
■JIJMHual  of  oiitward  greeting;  but  half  the  Highlands 
J2Jj?  here  tonlay,  and  you  Know,  with  our  mountain 
^^^  o«:naKMif  DMiBt  not  be  neglsotsd*  What  wiU 
vskUL 


yoa  nva  Mttle  Atant  IM^iMknig  v«k  fit  ooinbiHirt^ 
meet  Evan  Dhu,  and  I  know  not  now  many  uonnett 
and  feathers  r' 

**What  will  he  give  me?"  Add  Arniot,  smilini^t 

nothing  Idas,  I  hopcn  than  tbe  best  ribband  at  the  Fait 
ofDoune." 

"The  Pair  of  Downey  Annot  V*  said  Allan  aadhr  1 
"  there  will  be  bbsdy  work  before  that  dajr,  ana  I  * 
rfiay  never  see  it ;  but  you  have  well  reminded  me  ol 
what  I  have  long  intended  to  do.** 

Having  said  tuiai  he  left  the  room. 

"  Should  he  talk  long  in  this  manner,"  said  Lora 
Menteith,  "  you  must  keep  your  harp  in  tune,  my  dear 
Annot." 

"  I  hope  not,"  said  Annot,  anxiously ;  **  thia  fit  has 
been  a  long  one,  and  probably  will  not  soon  return. 
It  18  fearful  to  see  a  mmd,  naturally  generous  and  af* 
fectionate,  afilicted  by  thb  oonatifational  malady." 

As  she  spoke  in  a  fow  and  confidential  tone.  Lord 
Menteith  naturally  drew  close,  and  stooptid  forward, 
that  he  might  the  better  catch  the  sense  ol  what  abe 
said.  When  Allan  suddenlv  entered  the  spartment, 
they  as  naturally  drew  back  from  each  other  with  • 
manner  expressive  of  consciousness,  aa  if  surprisad 
in  a  convaraation  which  thsy  wished  to  keep  1 


from  him.  This  did  not  escape  Allan's  observation | 
he  atopt  shortat  the  door  of  the  apartment— his  brows 
were  contracted— his  eyes  rolled ;  but  it  was  only  ths 
paroxysm  of  a  moment.  He  paased  his  broad  anewf 
band  across  his  brow,  as  if  to  obtiterate  these  s»ns 
of  emotion,  and  advanced  towards  Annot,  holdnig 
in  his  hand  a  very  small  box  made  of  oak-wood,  cu* 
riously  inlaid.  ^^I  take  yon  to  wimeas,"  he  said, 
"cousin  Menteith,  that  I  give  this  box  and  its  coo« 
tenu  to  Annot  Lyle.  It  contains  a  few  ornaments 
that  belonged  to  mv  poor  mother-of  trifling  valM^ 
you  may  gueaa,  for  the  wilb  of  a  Highland  l^xi  has 
aeldom  a  rich  jewel-caaket" 

"  But  these  omameots,"  sakl  Annot  Lvle,  f^sntlf 
and  timidly  refiising  the  box,  "belong  to  toe  family^ 
I  cannot  accept" 

"They  belong  to  me  alone^  Annot,"  sakl  Allan,  in* 
termpting  her ;  "  they  were  my  mother'a  dying  be- 
quest They  are  all  I  can  call  my  own,  except  raf 
plakl  and  my  claymore.  Take  them,  therefore— tkef 
are  to  me  valoeleaa  trinkets— and  keep  them  for  my 
sake— should  I  never  return  from  these  wars." 

So  sayinir.  he  opened  the  ease,  and  praaented  it  to 
Annot.  ^  It,"  said  he,  "  they  are  of  any  valu&  dis* 
pose  of  them  for  your  own  support,  when  this  house 
has  been  consumed  with  hostile  fira,  and  can  n» 
longer  afford  vou  protection.  But  keep  one  ring  in* 
memory  of  Allan,  who  haa  done,  to  requite  your  kind- 
ness, if  not  all  he  wiahed,  at  least  all  he  could." 

Annot  Lyle  endeavoured  in  vain  to  restrain  the  gi^' 
thering  teara,  when  she  said,  **  Otm  ring,  Allan,  I  wiU* 
accept  from  you  as  a  memorial  of  your  goodness  to  m 
poor  orphan,  but  do  not  preas  me  to  take  more  t  for  I 
cannot,  and  will  not,  accept  a  giA  of  aoch  dispropor* 
tioned  vahie." 

"  Make  your  choice,  then,"  sakl  Allan ;  *"  yvm  del»« 
cacy  n^ay  be  well  founded  t  the  others  will  aasnnie  • 
shape  in  which  they  may  be  more  useful  to  yov/' 

"Think  not  of  iu"  saxi  Annot,  chooaing  from  ihi 
oontents  of  the  ^aaket  a  ring|  apparently  the  most 
trifling  in  value  which  it  contained ;  "  keep  them  fat 
ytnr  own,  or  your  brother's  bride.— But.  good  hea- 
vens 1"  she  said,  interrapttng  herself,  and  looking  nl 
the  ring,  "  what  is  this  that  I  have  chosen  1" 

Allan  hastened  to  look  npon  it,  with  eyes  of  s^my 
apprehension  $  it  bore,  in  enamel.  adeathV  head  abo¥<0 
two  croseed  daggers.  When  Alien  iwognised  the  de« 
vice,  he  uttereda  sigh  so  deep,  that  she  dropped  th« 
ring  from  her  hand,  wfaioh  rolled  upon  the  floor.  Lord 
Menteith  pieked  it  np,  and  letiimed  it  to  the  ^orifiad 
Annot. 

"  I  take  God  to  witness,"  ssk)  Alhin,  m  a  setonm 
tone,  "that  yevr iMitd,  vonng lord,  and  not  mine,  nat 
again  delivered  to  her  this  ill-omened  gilt  It  was  tlin 
momiiing  ring  worn  by  my  mother  m  mamoiiai  ti 
her  murdered  orother."  ; 

"  1  fear  no  omens,"  said  Annot  smiling  thrsnfA 
hsr  tears ;  '*  and  nothing  coming  through  the  haadf 
of  my  two  pntnm^**  to  eht  was  wont  t#  ooU  Lmv 
84 
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Menteith  and  Allan,  "can  bring  bad  luck  to  the  poor 
oiphan." 

Shu  put  the  rinc?  on  hcrf\npo.r,  and,  turning  to  her 
harp,  8iin^,  to  a  lively  Hir,  the  IbllowingNcrscs  ot'  one 
of  thti  fa»}hionahle  sohks  of  the  pcriotJ,  whirh  had 
found  its  way,  innrki-d  as  it  was  with  the  quaint  hy- 
perboUeai  taste  of  Kins  CbHrlea'  time,  from  aonie 
court  mawiue  to  the  wilos  of  Pcrthahire  :— 

"  Gam  not  upon  th«  Harp.  Tond  M€9, 

In  thtrm  no  inllurnrtf  lirt : 
To  n^nci  flic  feie  of  VfHith  or  nee, 

Look  oo  my  liulen'tt  uyeii. 
"  Yet,  rnKli  lutmlop^r.  ncfrain  I 

Tiiu  di'arly  H-uu!d  bi-  won 
Tli«:  [irvxrienru  u(  mnuiiimt'*  iiain, 

If  purcliaMd  by  tliine  own." 

"She  \»  right,  Allan,"  Mid  l*oni  Menteithj  "and 
his  end  of  an  old  Bunn  is  worth  all  we  ahall  {piin  by 
our  attempt  to  look  into  futuriiv." 

"  She  18  WBON-G,  my  lord,"  said  Allan,  sternly, 
"thoiij^h  you,  who  treat  with  liiehtnefffl  the  warnings 
I  have  ^iven  voii,  nny  not  live  to  see  the  event  of  the 
omen. — L:iu;:h  not  !ioMr<»rnfiilly/'  hendded,  interrupt- 
mg  hiniMfif,  "  or  rather  lauuh  on  a«  loud  Hnd  as  Ion;; 
aa  you  will-;  your  term  of  laughter  will  find  a  pause 
ere  long." 

"  I  care  not  for  your  visions,  Allan."  said  Lord  Men- 
teith  t  "  however  short  my  span  of  life,  the  eyo  of  no 
Highland  seer  can  see  its  icrmination." 

"For heaven's  sake,"  said  Aiinot  Lyie,  intcmipting 
him,  "you  know  his  nature,  and  how  little  he  can 
endure 

"Kear  me  not,"  said  Allan,  intemipting  her— "my 
mind  ia  now  constant  and  calm.— But  for  you,  young 
lord,"  said  he,  turning  to  Lord  jMentrith,  "  mv  eye  has 
MJiarht  you  throuirh  fields  of  battle,  where  Higiilandcrs 
andLowinnders  lay  strewed  ns  thick  as  ever  the  rooks 
aat  on  tliuM  anr'ient  trees."  tM)inting  to  a  rookery 
which  was  seen  from  the  winnow—"  my  eye  sought 
you,  but  your  corpse  wa*  not  there — mv  «ye  s(»iight 
you  amoiiu;  a  train  of  unresisting  iiiid  disarmed  cop- 
tives,  drawn  up  within  the  bounding  wrdls  of  an  an- 
cient and  rugged  fortress,— flash  afii;r  flash— platoon 
after  platoon— the  hostile  shot  fell  amongst  them, 
they  dropped  like  the  dry  leaves  in  autumn,  but  you 
were  not  among  th^ir  ranks ;  scnfl^jlds  were  prepa- 
red-^blorks  were  arranged,  saw-duat  was  spread— ihe 

Krieat  was  ready  with  his  lK)ok,  the  head^-man  with 
it  axe — hui  ihere,  too,  mine  eye  found  yon  not." 

"  The  giblif  t,  then,  I  sii|)pose,  must  Iw  my  d<iom  ?" 
Mid  Lord  Menteith.  ^  "  Vet  i  wish  they  had  spared 
me  the  halter,  were  it  but  for  the  dignity  of  the  peer- 
age." 

He  spoke  this  scornfully,  yet  not  without  a  sort  of 
curiosity,  and  a  wish  to  n.'ceive  an  answer ;  for  the 
desire  or  prying  into  futurity  fmiuentiv  ha<t  some  in- 
fluence even  on  the  minds  of  those  who  disavow  all 
belief  in  ilie  possibility  of  such  predictions. 

"  Voiir  rank,  my  lord,  will  suffer  no  dislionour  in 
your  pers<>n.  or  by  the  nianner  of  your  doath.  Thrt.« 
times  have  1  seen  a  HiKlilander  plant  his  dtrk  in  your 
bosom— and  sui-h  will  lie  your  fate.*' 

"  I  wish  you  would  describe  him  to  me,"  said  Lord 
Menteith,  and  1  shall  save  him  the  trouble  of  ful- 
filhng  your  prophecy,  if  his  plaid  be  passiblo  lo  sword 
or  pistol." 

"  Your  weapons,*'  said  Allan,  "  would  avail  you  lit- 
tle; nor  can  I  Riyc*  you  the  information  yon  desire. — 
Ihc  face  of  the  vision  has)xh*n  ever  avijrtwi  from  me." 

"  So  be  it  then,"  said  I^rd  Mrnteith,  "and  let  it 
rpfti  in  the  uncertainty  in  which  voiir  au^iry  hasnlaceci 
it.  I  shall  dine  not  the  leas  merrily  ainoiig  plaicia,  and 
dirks,  and  kilta,  to-day." 

"  It  may  l>e  so."  said  Allan ;  *'  and.  it  may  lie,  you 
do  well  to  enjoy  these  moments,  whi<;h  to  me  are 
poisoned  by  uugurii's  of  future  evd.  Kul  I."  heron- 
linued— "I  repeat  to  vou,  that  this  wt'jitvin-t hat  is, 
such  a  weapon  as  this,"  touching  the  hilt  of  the  dirk 
which  he  wore,  "  carries  your  laic," 

"In  the  meanwhile,"  aatd  Lord  Mmtciih,  "  you, 

Allan,  liave  friiihtcnod  the  bhKid  from  the  cheeks  ojf 

^■pot  Lyle— Id  us  lea\e  this  dis<'ourse.  my  friend. 

Bi^iv  to  Htv  what  we.  both  understand,— the  pru- 

9foui  tuUiuuy  pnpUHiionH." 


They  joined  Angus  M*  Aulay  and  his  En^^lish  gpei^ 
and,  in  the  military  discussions  which  immraiaifh 
took  place,  Allan  showed  a  clearness  of  mind,  stmuttl 
of  judgment,  and  precision  of  thought,  totally  iii«)» 
sistent  with  the  mystical  liglit  in  wnicn  hiscoai 
has  been  hitherto  exhibited. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

Whiin  Atbin  her  rloi-morR  indignantly  draws, 
Whfrn  lior  bimnrtwd  cliiefiainii  nnrtind  her  thmXl  e._ 
f 'Inn-KnnHld  tli«  daantleM.  and  Moray  tliC  proud, 
AU  plaided  and  plumed  ui  Uiair  tartan  array—— 

Uckms  IVmnbit. 

WHORVBBsaw  that  morning  the  Castle  of  Damfia 
varncli,  kheld  a  busy  and  a  gallant  sight. 

The  various  Chiels,  arriving  %\-ith  their  diflervnt  m 
tinues,  which,  nor withsianding'^heir  numbers,  fonw^ 
no  more  than  their  u!>ual  equipage  and  body  guard 
upon  occapions  of  solemnity,  saluted  the  lord  of  thi 
ensile  and  each  other  with  overflowing  kindness,  or 
with  haughty  and  distant  potitoncss,  accordinjg  lo  thi 
circumstances  of  friendship  or  hostility  in  which  ihrii 
clans  had  rei^ently  stood  to  each  other.  Each  Chitl 
however  smalt  his  comparative  im^tortance,  shnwed 
the  full  disposition  to  exact  from  the  rest  thedefcfcneB 
due  to  a  separate  and  independent  prince;  while  tht 
stronger  and  more  powerful,  divided  amons  thenn 
selves  by  recent  contentions  or  ancient  feuds,  ««n 
constraiuLfl  in  policy  to  use  grt at  deference  to  thelfd- 
iri^s  of  thiMr  less  powerful  brethren,  in  order,  in  nm 
ot  nc<ti,  to  attach  as  many  well-wishers  as  might  be 
to  their  own  interest  and  standard.  Thus  the  nirelins 
of  Chiefs  resembled  not  a  little  those  ancient  Diets  oi 
the  Empire,  where  the  smallest  /Vey-Crrw/,  wSo 
I^jsscFsed  a  castle  perched  upon  a  Iinrn>n  crag,  with 
n  few  hunilreil  acres  around  it,  claimed  the  state  nd 
honours  of  a  sovereign  prince,  and  a  seat  acconlinj{1t 
his  rank  among  the  dignitaries  of  the  Empire. 

Tlie  followers  of  the  difli-rent  leaders  werr  sepa- 
rately arrangiil  and  accommodatttl,  as  room  tad 
circumstan»-es  l)cst  permitted,  each  retaining  how-rer 
his  henchman,  who  waited,  close  as  the  shadow,  yvt 
his  person,  to  execute  whatever  might  be  requin  ' 
his  pniron. 

The  exterior  of  the  castle  afTonled  a  singidar  scene. 
The  Higb.luiiders,  from  dif1crt:nt  islands,  idens.  and 
straths,  eyed  each  other  at  a  distance  with  looks  of 
finulatioii,  iiiijuisitive  curiosiiy,  or  hostile  malevo- 
lence; but  the  most  astounding  part  of  the  assemfalyi 
at  least  to  a  Lowland  car,  was  tne  rival  perfbrmami 
of  the  bagpii.>ers.  Th(«e  warlike  minstrels,  who  hid 
the  highest  opinion,  each,  of  the  superiority  of  his  owl 
tribe,  joined  to  the  most  overweening  idea  of  the  'ur 
p«)rtance  connected  with  his  profession,  at  first  per* 
formed  their  various  pibrochs  in  front  each  of  hisoM 
clan.  At  length,  however,  as  the  black-cocks  i 


the  end  of  the  season,  when,  in  sportsman's lannsM 
they  are  said  to  flock  or  crowd,  attracted  togeiMrvf 
the  sound  of  each  other's  triumphant  crow,  even  ■ 
did  the  pipers,  swelling  their  plaids  and  tartans  in  liw 
same  tnumphant  manner  in  which  the  birds  ruffle  ifp 
thfiT  feathers,  bc.nii  to  approach  each  other  withii 
such  distance  as  might  give  to  their  brethren  a  sampli 
of  their  skill.  Walking  within  a  short  inten'al,  aOB 
eyeing  each  other  with  looks  in  which  sclf-impoiianei 
and  (iKfiance  might  U*  trac(«i,  they  strutted,  PoAd, 
and  plied  their  screaming  instniiiicnts,  each  planW 
his  own  favourite  tune  with  such  a  din,  that  if  sn  Iti- 
lian  musician  hud  lain  buried  wiihin  ten  milrt  if 
them,  he  must  have  risin  from  the  dead  to  nin  ontof 
hearing. 

The  Chieftains  meanwhile  had  assembled  in  dofl 
conclave  in  the  great  hall  of  the  castle.  Among  thm 
were  the  persons  of  the  greatest  conwquence  in  ibl 
Highlands,  some  of  them  attracted  hv  xeal  for  tht 
nnal  cause,  and  many  by  aversion  to  that  severe  sad 
general  domination  which  the  Marquis  of  Argyhi 
since  his  using  losuch  influence  in  the  state,  had  ezer- 
nsL-d  over  his  Highland  nei);hbfnirs.  That  stateei. 

indeed,  though  possessed  of  consider.*^ ble  abilitira,  i 

great  iKiwer,  had  failings,  which  rendered  him  unp^ 
pultir  amonff  the  Highland  chii-fs.  The  de^tttiM 
I  wt.uch  hie  pirofessed  was  of  a  morose  and  iansderi 


'  eh8i8cter;,hki  ambition  sopeared  to  be  kiMtiablai  and 
uifisrior  chtofii  complainea  of  his  want  of  bounty  and 
lilMiality.  Add  to  this,  that  although  a  Highlander, 
and  of  a  family  distinguisbed  for  ▼nhwr  btilbre  and 
nice,  Gillespie  Gbumadi*  (which,  from  an  obliquity 
in  hia  eyes^  was  the  personal  distinction  he  bore  m 
tbo  Highlands,  where  titles  of  rank  are  unknown) 
vas  suspected  of  being  a  better,  man  in  the  cabinet 
than  in  the  field.  He  and  his  tribe  were  particularly 
•bDoiioos  to  the  M'Donalds  fmd  the  M  T^ans»  two  nu- 
merous aeptSk  who,  though  disunited  by  ancient  feuds, 
anaed  in  an  intense  dislike  to  the  Campbells,  or,  as 
tfinr  were  called,  the  Children  of  Diarmid. 

For  sometime  the  aasembled  chiefs  remained  silent, 
ontil  some  one  should  open  the  busmess  of  the  meet- 
ing. At  length  one  of  the  most  poweHul  of  them 
eumnenced  the  diet,  by  saying,—  We  have  been 
mmmoned  hither,  M'Aulay,  to  consult  of  weighty 
mitters  concerning  the  Kin^s  aifoirs,  and  those  of 
the  states  and  we  ciaye  to  know  by  whom  they  are 
to  be  explained  to  us  1" 

M'Aulay,  whose  strength  did  not  lie  m  oratory,  inti- 
■ited  his  wvak  that  ^ni  Menteith  should  open  the 
bnioess  of  the  council.  With  great  modesty,  and  at 
(be  same  time  with  spirit,  that  young  lord  said,  "  he 
inshed  what  he  was  about  to  propose  had  come  from 
»uie  person  of  better  known  and  more  established 
cbaracter.    Since,  however,  it  lay  with  him  to  be 

Kkesraan,  he  had  to  state  to  the  Chiefs  assembled, 
i  those  who  wished  to  throw  ofT  the  base  yoke 
vbicfa  fanaticism  had  endeavoured  to  wreath  round 
ibeir  necksL  had  not  a  moment  to  lose.  The  Cove- 
osntera,"  he  said,  "after  having  twice  made  wax 
q^n  their  sovereign,  and  having  extorted  from  him 
Mery  request,  reasonable  or  unreasonable,  which 
nev  thought  proper  to  demand--aiter  their  Chiefs 
ud,  been  loaded  with  dignities  and  favours--after 
hiviiig  publicly  declared,  when  his  majesty,  after  a 
grtcious  visit  to  the  land  of  his  nativity,  was  upon  his 
recoro  to  England,  that  he  returned  a  contented  king 
uom  a  contented  people,— afW  all  this,  and  without 
«Tcn  the  pretext  tor  a  national  grievance,  the  same 
men  have,  upon  doubts  and  suspicions,  equally  disho- 
nourable to  the  King,  and  groundless  in  themselves, 
detached  a  strong  army  to  assist  his  rebels  in  Eng- 
■nd,  in  a  quarrel  with  which  Scotland  had  no  more 
to  do  than  she  has  with  the  wars  in  Germany.  It 
w?8  well,"  he  said,  "  that  the  eagerness  with  which 
UBS  treasonable  purpose  was  pursued,  had  blinded  the 
mnta  who  now  usurped  the  government  of  Scotland 
to  the  risk  which  they  were  about  to  incur.  The  army 
Voich  they  had  dispatched  to  England  under  old  Le- 
vui  comprehended  their  veteran  soldiers,  the  strength 
«  those  armies  which  had  been  levied  in  Scotland 

wigng  the  two  former  wars*' 

Here  Captain  Dalgettv  oideavoured  to  rise,  for  the 

purpose  of  explaining  now  many  veteran  officers, 

prilled  in  the  German  wars,  were,  to  his  certain 

Wpwledge,  in  the  army  of  the  Earl  of  Leven.    But 

Allan  M  Aiilay  holding  him  down  in  his  seat  with  one 

■WW*,  pressed  the  fore-finger  of  the  other  upon  his 

ga  hps,  and,  tbotwh  with  some  diflUculty.  prevented 

«»  mterfcrence.    Captain  Dalgetiy  looked  upon  him 

foa  very  scornful  and  indignant  air,  by  which  the 

WW  s  gravity  was  in  no  way  moved,  and  Lord  Men- 

mproceeded  without  further  interruption. 

,,  The  moment,"  he  said,  "  was  most  favourable  for 

JU  hue-hearted  and  loyal  Scotchmen  to  show,  that 

geieproach  their  country  had  lately  undergone  arose 

J^  the  selfish  ambition  of  a  few  turbulent  and  sedi- 

"I  inen.  Joined  to  the  absurd  fanaticism  which. 

auinated  from  five  hundred  pulpits,  had  spread 

i  aland-fiood  over  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland.  He 

i  letters  fron>  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  in  the  north, 

uchhe  should  show  to  the  Chiefi  separately.  That 

•oweman,  equally  loyal  and  powerful,  was  determined 

w  exert  his  utmost  energy  in  the  common  cau«j,  and 

jp  powerful  Earl  of  Seaforth  was  prepared  to  |o'm 

g««»me  standard.    Jrom  the  Earl  of  Airly,  and  the 

U"yjw  m  Angusshire.  he  had  had  communications 

2[J*»ly  ctecHJedj  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  these, 

JJJJj  ^-iih  the  Hsys,  Leiths,  Bumots,  and  other  loyal 

mtMiiten,  would  be  soon  on  horseback,  would  form 


A  LEGEND  DF  VOOTItDSE: 


a  body  fbr  more  than  snfRdent  to  overtiwe>  the  noith' 
era  C«)ve^anters,  who  had  already  experienced  tlidr 
valour  in  the  well-known  rout  woicb  was  popularlY 
termed  the  Trot  of  Turifi*.  South  of  Forth  aaS  Tay," 
he  said,  "  the  King  had  many  friends,  who,  oppressed 
by  enforced  oaths,  compokatorv  le\'ies,  heavy  taxes, 
unjustly  imposed  and  unequally  levied,  by  the  lyrannt 
of  the  Committee  of  Estates,  and  the  inquisitoriai 
insolence  of  the  Presbyterian  oivines,  waited  but  tho 
waving  of  the  royal  banner  to  take  up  arms.  Douglas. 
Traquair,  Roxburgh,  Hume,  all  friendlv  to  the  royal 
cause,  would  counterbalance,"  he  said,  "the  cove- 
nanting  interest  in  the  south;  and  two  gentlemen,  of 
name  and  quaUty,  here  present,  from  the  north  of 
Enghmd,  wouM  answer  for  the  zeal  of  Cumberland« 
Westmoreland,  and  Northumberland.  Against  so 
many  gallant  gentlemen  the  southern  Covenanters 
could  but  arm  raw  levies;  the  Whigamorcs  of  the 
weetern  shires,  and  the  plotwhmen  and  mechanics  d 
the  Low-country.  For  the  West  Highlands,  he  kn6w 
no  interest  which  the  Coveuantcre  possessed  there, 
except  that  of  one  individual,  as.  well  known  as  he 
was  odious.  But  was  there  a  ftingle  man,  who,  on 
casting  his  eye  round  this  hall,  and  recognising  the 
power,  the  gallantry,  and  the  dignity  of  (he  Cnietii 
assembled,  could  entertain  a  mementos  doubt  of  their 
success  against  the  utmost  force  which  Gillespie  Gro* 
mach  could  collect  against  them  1  He  had  only  fiu^ 
ther  to  add,  that  considerable  funds,  both  of  money 
and  ammunition,  had  been  provided  for  the  arnnr"— 
(Here  Dalgetty  pricked  up  his  ears);-'"  that  omeers 
of  ability  and  experience  m  the  foreign  wars,  one  olf 
whom  was  now  present,"  (the  Captain  drew  himself 
up,  and  looked  roimd,)  "  had  engaged  to  train  sucli 
levies  as  might  require  to  be  discifilined ;— and  that  s 
numerous  body  of^auxiliary  forces  from  Ireland,  htv* 
ing  been  detached  from  the  Earl  of  Antrim,  from 
Ulster,  had  successfully  acccmiplishcd  their  descent 
upon  the  main  land,  and,  with  tne  assistancex^f  Clan« 
ranald's  people,  having  taken  and  fortified  the  Castls 
of  Mingnrry,  in  spite  of  Argyle's  attempts  to  intercept 
them,  were  m  fiili  march  to  this  place  of  rendezvous. 
It  only  remained,"  he  said,  **that  the  noble  Chiefii 
assembled,  hy^ng  aside  every  lesser  consideration, 
should  unite,  heart  and  hand,  in  the  common  cause  f 
send  the  fiery  cross  through  their  clans,  in  order  ti 
collect  their  utmost  force,  and  form  their  junction 
with  such  celerity  as  to  leave  the  enemy  ho  timc^ 
either  for  preparation,  or  recovery  from  the  panic 
which  would  spread  at  the  first  sound  of  their  p^ 
broch.  He  himself,'*  he  said,  ''though  neither  among  # 
the  richest  nor  the  most  powerful  of  the  Scottish  no* 
bility,  felt  that  he  had  to  support  the  dignity  of  an  an- 
cient and  honourable  house,  the  independence  of  an 
ancient  and  honourable  nation,  and  to  that  oause  ha 
was  determined  to  devote  both  life  and  fortune.  If 
those  who  were  more  powerfid  were  equally  prompt^ 
he  trusted  they  woidd  deserve  the  thanks  of  their 
King,  and  the  gratitude  of  posterity."  ^ 

Loud  applauue  followed  this  speech  of  Lord  Men* 
teith,  and  testified  the  general  acriuiescence  of  aS 
present  in  the  sentiments  which  he  had  expressed  s 
but  when  the  shout  had  died  away,  the  assemblea 
Chiefs  continued  to  gaze  upon  each  other  as  if  some 
thing  yet  remained  to  be  settled.  After  some  whis- 
pere  among  themselves,  an  aged  man,  whom  hii 
gray  nnirs  rendered  respectable,  although  he  was  not 
of  tne  highest  order  df  Chiefs,  repKed  to  what  had 
been  said. 

"Thane  of  Menteith,"  he  said,  "you  hare  well 
spoken ;  nor  is  there  one  of  us  in  whose  bosom  the 
san  e  sentiments  do  not  bum  like  fire.  But  it  is  not 
stre  igth  alone  that  wins  the  fight ;  it  is  the  head  of 
the  commander,  as  well  as  the  arm  of  the  soldiec 
that  brings  victory.  I  ask  of  you  who  is  to  raise  ana 
sustain  the  banner  under  which  we  are  mvited  to  ria« 
and  muster  ourselves?  Will  it  be  expected  that  we 
should  risk  our  children,  and  the  flower  of  our  kms- 
mcn,  ere  we  know  to  whose  guidaT>ce  they  are  to  b9 
intntsted?  This  were  leadinig  those  to  slaughteri' 
whom,  bv  the  laws  of  God  and  men,  it  is  our  duty  to 
protect.  \Vhere  is  the  royal  commission,  under  whid^ 
the  lieges  are  to  be  convocated  in  arms  1  Simple  and 
rude  as  we  may  be  deemed,  ws  know  sMsetiuBii  si 
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the  established  nilea  of  war,  as  «t..  an  oi  the  laws  of 
our  foiiniry ;  nor  ^- ill  we  arm  uun((4ves  nj^iiin^t  the 
fa'ncrui  pt-uce  of  Scot  hind,  unites  l>v  the  tsxprtHs  coni- 
niaiuiHof  the  Km?,  nnd  cndtr  a  leadt^r  tit  to  com- 
manr!  s\w\i  men  a!«  arc  here  aeiii'inbied." 

"  Wlien*  would  you  tind  (lui-h  a  leader,"  eaid  another 
Chief,  starting  up,  "fia\inu  the  nriresentativc  of  ihe 
Lord  of  the  J^li8.  fntiiled  by  birth  and  horeilttary 
desireiit  tii  lead  forth  the  arrav  of  cviry  chin  dI"  ihe 
Hiehi.'indH ;  and  wiiere  \»  that  dignity  lutlgi  d,  Have  in 
tlie  hnXifH:  of  Vich  Ali.<ftr  aMi>re  .' 

"  I  iicknow!t;d;?e.''  suid  another  Chief,  enctrlv  in- 
terrupting tilt-  p|io;ikcr,  "the  truth  in  what  Bas  V^n 
fir»t  j»aid,  hut  not  the infennce.  If  Vich  Alister  More 
d*Hin?!<  to  he  luld  rcpreft-ntniive  of  the  Lord  of  the 
laliif,  let  him  first  show  his  blood  is  rudder  man 
mine." 

"  That  is  5«oon  tried,"  said  Vieh  Alisicr  More,  lay- 
mfr  his  hand  uiujn  the  basket  hilt  of  his  claymore. 
Lord  Mentiiih  threw  himself  hffwri-n  them,  ehtreat- 
ini( nu'f  implorim^'  each  to  n-mendN-r  that  the  inten  sis 
of  ScotlHnd,  the  lil>eriv  of  their  country,  and  thi' 
causf^  of  their  Kin^,  oug)it  i(»  lie  superior  in  their  eyes 
to  any  personnl  disputes  respecting  descent,  rank, 
and  nncitli-nw.  Several  of  the  HiKhlund  Chiefs, 
who  had  no  df«iret(i  admit  the  claims  of  either  cliiH- 
tain,  interfertd  to  the  same  purpone.  and  none  with 
more  emphasis  than  the  eeienraied  Evan  Dhu. 

"I  hfive  come  from  my  lakes,"  he  saiii,  "as  a 
§ir».'am  de««rendi«  from  the  Hills,  not  to  turn  n;.'ain.  but 
to  accomplish  my  course.  It  i<*  not  by  UK)kini;  hnrk 
to  our  own  preiensi<ms  that  we  shall  serve  Seoiland 
or  Kinir  r'hRrhs.  Mv  vo:4*e  shall  tie  tor  ihai  trenr.'rni 
whom  the  Kim;  shiiil  name,  who  will  douhdes  pli^i- 
■es:?  thtisetiual'tics  whu'h  an;  tit'C».ssary  to  commnrid 
men  hke  us.  Hi;;h-born  he  must  hr,  or  we  hliall  lose 
our  rank  in  oh(>yinK  him— wise  and  .skilful,  or  we 
shall  endanjrer  ihe  safetv  of  our  pfWpU— brave^t 
amoni?  the  brave,  or  we  shall  yhti]  our  own  honour 
— tenij-emte,  firm,  and  manly,  to  ki-ep  us  unikfl. 
.  Such  IS  the  man  that  must  c  ommand  us.  Are  \nu 
prepared.  Thane  of  Menteith,  to  say  where  sueh  a 
general  is  to  U  found  ?" 

"There  is  hut  one."  said  Allan  M'Aulay;  "and 
here,"  he  said,  laying  his  hand  upon  the  shnulder  of 
Anderstm,  who  stood  behind  Lord  3Ienteith,  "  here 
he  stands !" 

Tlie  pi-neral  surprise  of  the  meetins  was  expressofl 
by  an  imputii'ut  murniur;  when  Anderson,  throwinir 
back  the  cloak  in  which  his  face  was  mnllled,  and 
I  sfeppinx  forward,  sfN>ke  thus: — "Idid  not  long  in- 

lc»nfl  to  h«'  a  sili*nt  Kptetafor  of  this  interi'siin;?  si.*ene. 
althoiii'h  my  liM^iry  friend  has  oMiifi^i  me  to  di.selosi> 
mvself  sfmiewtuit  sinmer  than  was  my  inti-ntioii. 
\\'heilnr  I  di'»j'  rve  the  h(mour  repo««tl  in  me  by  thi" 
parchment  will  Iw-st  appear  frnm  what  I  shall  Ih:  able 
to  do  for  the  Kind's  service.  It  is  a  commission,  un- 
der the  »rreni  wal,  to  James  Gnham.  Karl  of  M«in- 
trosi',  to  cjimnijirid  those  forces  which  are  to  l>e  as- 
tembli'd  for  the  service  of  his  Majesty  in  this  king- 
dom." 

A  loud  shout  of  approbation  burst  from  the  assem- 
bly. Thi'n-  WHS,  in  fact,  no  of  her  iers«in  to  whom, 
in  point  uf  rank,  these  pniud  mountoineers  would 
have  lv>»'n  disitmfd  to  suhmif.  His  in^-eirrnte  and 
hereditary  hostility  to  the  Maniuis  of  Ar^>'Ie  irynnd 
his  en>.'a::ina  in  th»»  war  with  suflicient  enerjn*,  wh'lc 
his  well-known  militarv  talents,  and  his  triefV  valour, 
afTordi-d  every  lioiie  of  his  bringing  it  to  a  favourable 
conclusion. 


CHAPTF.R  VIII. 

Oar  plot  in  a  pn^  l*t"f  i'  ''y^r  ^n«  tni'l :  '>"'  fVimflN  trap  •nil 
SMWtniil :  *  kimkI  iilot,  emid  fV'if nda,  aiid  fu  I  of  i-xi>i-i*tiitii>n :  iin 
•aeellent  [ilut,  very  gintd  rrwn'i*.  Ilenr^  IV.  thirt  I. 

No  sooner  had  the  general  acclamation  of  joyful 
fUfprise  siibsideil,  than  silence  was  easrerlvdemanditl 
k}T  readins  the  royal  commission ;  nnd  the  Kmni'ts, 
which  hiihtrto  each  Chief  had  worn,  probably  bi- 
rtmse  unwillin?r  to  be  tlie  first  to  uncover,  were  now 
Mt  aiiff  %'nihi]  in  honov  of  tlie  rt>yal  warrant.  It 
Hv*  ctMiciwd  in  the  most  fuJJ  and  ample  terma,  au- 


u  Y  [ 
taad  K 


thoriu'ng  the  Karl  ofMontiOM  to  aMonble  theiA- 
Jet  IS  in  arms,  for  the  putiinK  down  the  preacot  » 
l)eilioii,  which  divers  traiiurs  and  seditious  persoBi 
had  K'VH>d  aKainst  the  Kine,  to  the  nianitest  torfnU 
ture,  as  it  staiLtJ.  of  their  allegiance,  and  to  the  hntA 
of  the  Liacitieation  between  the  two  kiniaicms. 
enjoined  all  sul>ordinate  authorities  to  be obeaMrnt  a 
assisting  to  Montrose  in  his  enterprise ;  (nve  him  v.. 
power  of  nsakiriK   ordinances  and  prurlflnunJociSi  ^' 
puni(>hin$(  mi^lcmeanourS)  pardoning  cnnunals,  pW- 
eing  and  <iisplacing  governors  and  coniDtaiidtfS.    I« 
line,  it  was  as  large  and  full  a  conmiission  as  anv  ■ 
Willi  which  a  orince  could  intrust  a  subject.    i^Mij    " 
as  it  was  finished,  a  shubt  burst  from  the  stHrmbM  '  • 
Chiifs.  in  testimony  of  their  ready  aubnussioD  to  tM  - 
will  of  ihiir  soven ign.   Not  conienied  with  £cner«i»  "*"- 
thanking  them  for  a  receptiitfi  so  favouraiiie,  Moa-  • 
imse  hastened  to  adflress  himself  to  mdividunls.   Tk«  '^' 
most  important  (  hii-fs  had  already  been  long  pcf^   - 
Kjnnlly  known  to  iiini,  but  even  to  those  of  infenot  '- 
con>tfju*  net'  he  now  intro<luerd  himself,  nnd  bv  '■>•    ** 
aiviuamiance  he  displa>t<i  with  their  peculiar  O-^l^  "- 
nations,  and  thtr  circumstances  and  history  uf  .hdr    :* 
clans,  he  showed  how  long  he  must  have  studied  IM 
cliaracter  of  the  mountaineers,  atid  prepared  bimwB    - 
for  such  a  situation  as  he  now  held.  _ 

Wli  ile  he  was  engngttl  in  tlK*se  acts  of  conrtesy,  MJ    - 
grncdul  inr«mur,  expressive  features,  and  diiiutycl  • 
ifeportun'Ut,    made   a   singular   contrast  with  tht 
coarse.'iess  and  meanness  of  his  dress.    MonirojJ   ^ - 
nosst«.«td  that  sort  of  form  and  face,  in  which  tw*   " 
tieholdi  r,  at  the  first  clancf,  sees  nothing  exirsordl-    •- 
nary,  but  of  which  the  interest  becomes  moit  VOr    - 
firessivc  the  longer  we  eaze  upon  them.    His  statiBj    - 
was  Vf  ry  little  unove  the  middle  sixe,  hut  in  ptrwnb* 
w.is  uncomtnonly  well-huilt,  and  capable  both  oi     '- 
exerting  great  force,  and  endimng  much  faiiime.  W    • 
fact,  he  emoyed  a  constitution  of  iron,  without  vhioi 
he  cuuld  not' have  sustained  the  trials  of  his  exliaM|r     ';; 
diiiary  cnmnaiirns.  throuKh  all  of  which  he  siilijtctid 
himself  to  the  linnlships  of  the  nieamiit  soldier.  H« 
was  perfect  in  all  e.xercises,  whether  peacehd  orBif- 
tial,  and  j)Oss«'S-s«iI,  of  coursi*,  that  gracetd  ei*« 
dffMinment  pri>p«r  to  those  to  whom  habit  hasici* 
•lentl  all  p'isiun  s  easy. 

His  long  brown  hair,  accorrling  to  the  cwstomol 
mi>n  of  quality  amonu  the  Royalists,  was  parted  (M 
thi.  io|p  of  his  head,  and  trainid   to  hang  duwn  oi 
eaci>  siffe  in  curled  locks,  one  of  which,  dtSi-endtiil 
two  or  three  inches  lower  than  the  others,  intiuiatia 
MoniiofBe's  comtijianct*  with  that  fash.on   againit 
which  It  pleasid  Mr.  Pryiine,  the  puritan,  to  writei 
treatise,  tniiiled.  ''Tlie  I'-nloveliness  of  Lovt-iocki." 
The  feaiiir.'}!  wiiirh  these  tressi*  enclos*^!,  were  ol 
that  kind  \  hich  derive  their  interest  troni  the  rhi- 
racier  of  thenian,  rather  than  from  the  ngutarityuf 
their  form,     (hit  a  high  nos«-,  a  lull,  decidtd.  wtlW 
opened,  (piiek  ^ray  eye.  and  a  sanguine  conii  lexioili 
made  amends  Pir  some  coarseness  and  irreguiaritv  ii 
the  subordinate  parts  of  the  face ;  so  thai.  al'.ogetMTi 
Montrosr-  might  ih*  termed  rather  a  handscmie,  ihu 
a  hard -fea III n-d  mm.    Rut  those  who  i-aw  h.in  when 
his  soul  IfKjked  thiough  those  eves  with  all  theenec^ 
I  in'  and  fire  of  getuis— thos4.'  who  heard  him  spsak 
;  with   the  authority  of  talent,  and  th«.'  eloqiTtnoe  of 
nnture.  wen*  inipre«s^HJ  with  an  opinion  c\*n  irfhis 
externa]  tbrni.  nutrt.  entliiisinsiically  favourable  than 
the  j>«)rtniit^  which  still  survive  would  entitle  i»  to 
ascrilie  to  it.     Such,  at  least,  was  the  impression  ha 
made  iinon  the  a.<«N  -idded  Chii'i's  of  the  mouniainecfit 
over  wiiom.  as  u[on  all  lersoiis  in  their  state  al 
societv,  iK.TS4>nal  a^ia ranee  has  no  small  infltiencei 
In  the  di«cussio(>!>i  which  followf.-d  his  diM.'overinK 
himsrif,  Montms*  explained  the  various  risks  whicll 
I  he  bar!  run  in  In*  present  tmdertakiiig.    His  first  st- 
iMiipt  had  iKfn  to  a>s«.nihl';  a  iNiiiy  of  loyalists  in  tbt 
north  of  Fnghind,  who.  in  ulMdierice  to  the  orders  ol 
ihe  Marrjiiis  of  Newcastli'.  he  (Xpecteii  would  ha»e 
niarehni  into  ^coilaml ;  hut  the  d:sinchiiaiion  of  the 
r.TiL'lish  to  crops  the  Hohler.  and   the  delay  of  the 
F.nrl  of  .\ntriiii,  uho  was  to  ha\e  landed  in  the  Sd- 
way  Frith  wi'h  his  Irish  nrniv.  prevt  nied  his  execu- 
ting this  design.    Other  plans  having  in  l.ke  manner 
fulled,  he  Slut  tl  that  he  found  himsili  under  ilie  ne 


CBB^if  of  ■MMUjBft  rndtmim  1o  IfeiuUr  hm . 
Kcnre  through  the  Lowlands,  in  which  he  had  been 
kiodljF  atMted  bf  Us  kinsman  <tf  Menteith.  By 
what  means  Allan  M'Aulay  bad  come  to  know  him, 
heeould  not  pselend  to  explain.  Those  who  knew 
Allao't  prophetie  pretensiwis,  amiled  mysteriously « 
bat  he  hunself  only  replied,  that  "  the  Earl  of  Mon- 
ISMe  need  <io4  be  surDnsed  if  he  %ras  known  to 
ibottsands,  of  whom  ne  himself  oouM  retain  no 


R}f  the  honour  of  a  eavalier,"  said  Captam  Dal- 
pttj,  finding  at  length  an  opportunitx  to  thrust  in  his 
wora,  "  I  am  proud^and  happy  in  having  an  opportu- 
Bily  of  drawing  a  sword. under  your  loniship^s  coip^ 
aMod ;  and  I  do  forgive  all  grudge,  malecontent,  and 
nahoe  of  my  heart,  to  Mr.  Allan  M'Aulay,  for  having 
Israst  me  down  to  the  lowest  seat  of  the  board  yes- 
tnm.  Ortes,  he  hatb  this  day  spoken  so  like  a  man 
having  foil  command  of  his  senses,  that  I  had  rssolv- 
eilin  my  secret  purpose  that  he  was  no  way  entitled 
to  elaira  the  privilege  of  insanity.  But  since  I  was 
mij  postponed  to  a  noble  earl,  my  future  command- 
m-uhehiOy  i  do,  before  you  all,  recognise  the  justice 
dthp  preference,  and  heartily  salute  Allan  as  one 
vbo  is  to  be  his  bon-camarado." 

Having  made  this  spesch,  which  was  little  under- 
Mood  or  attended  to.  without  putting  off  his  miliury 
^e;  he  seized  on  Allan's  haiid,  and  began  to  shake 
a  wim  violence,  which  Allan,  with  a  gripe  Uke  a 
■nith's  vic^  retunied  with  such  force,  as  to  drive 
ike  iron  splints  of  the  gauntlet  into  the  hand  of  the 
wearer. 

Captain  Dalgetty  might  have  oonstmed  this  mto  a 
asw  affixint.  had  not  his  attention,  as  he  stood  blow- 

a  and  shaking  the  mjured  member,  been  suddenly 
Bd  by  Montrose  himself. 
"  Hear  this  news,"  he  said,  *'  Captain  Dalgetty— I 
iboukl  say  Major  Dalgetty,— the  Irish,  who  are  to. 

Kfit  by  your  mihurv  experience,  ars  now  within  a 
leagues  of  ua." 

•Our deer-stalkers,"  said  Angus  M*Aulay,  "who 
Vflie  abroad  to  bring  in  venison  for  this  honourable 
psrtv,  have  heard  of  a  band  of  strangers,  speaking 
Mitoer  Saxon  nor  pure  Gaelic,  and  with  difficulty 
Biaking  themselves  understood  by  the  people  of  the 
csuntiy.  who  are  marching  this  way  in  arms,  under 
the  leading,  it  is  said,  of  Alaster  M'Donald,  who  is 
oommooly  called  Young  Colkitto." 

"  These  must  be  our  men,"  said  Montrose  i  **  we 
■nst  haaten  to  send  messengers  forward,  both  to  act 
■a jndss  and  to  relieve  their  wants." 

"The  laat,"  saki  Angus  M'Aulay,  '*  will  b6  no  easy 
Matter ;  for  I  am  informed,  that,  excepting  muskets 
uid  a  very  Uttlc  ammunitkln,  tbev  want  every  thing 
balaokhers  should  have;  and  they  are  particuUu-ly 
sefident  in  money,  in  shoes^  and  in  raiment" 

**  Tilers  is  at  least  no  use  m  saying  so,"  said  Mon- 
Jme,  "  in  so  loud  a  tone.  The  puritan  weavera  of 
Guagow  shaU  provkle  them  plenty  of  broad-<:loth, 
vbco  we  make  a  descent  from  the  Hkrhlsnds;  and 
D  the  ministers  could  formerly  preach  the  old  women 
of  the  Scottish  boroughs  out  or  their  webs  of  napery, 
ttmake  tents  to  the  follows  on  Dunae  Law,*  I  wiu 
Jy  whether  I  have  not  a  little  interest  both  to  make 
aaae  godly  dames  renew  their  patriotic  gift,  and 
the  pnck-eaied  knavea,  their  husbands,  open  their 


,.  And  nspecting  anna,"  said  Captain  Dalgetty, 
tf  your  lordship  will  permit  an  old  cavaUer  to  speak 
ps  mind,  so  that  the  one-third  have  muskets,  my 
uriing  weapon  would  be  the  pike  for  the  remainder, 
whether  for  resisting  a  charge  of  horae^  or  for  breaking 
uemfantry.'  A  common  smith  will  make  a  hundred 
l«e-heads  m  a  day  |  here  is  plenty  of  wood  for  shafu  i 
••4 1  will  tiphoki,  that,  according  to  the  best  usages 
«war,  a  stron^f  battalion  of  pikes,  drawn  up  in  the 


»ii  of  the  Lion  of  the  North,  the  immortal  Gus- 
tavna,  would  beat  the  Macedonian  phalanx,  of  which 
1  tiSBd  to  read  m  the  Mareschal-CoUege,  when  I 
2^«ed  in  the  ancient  town  of  Bon-accord ;  and 

"(Jherl  will  venture  to  predicate" 

Toe  Captain's  lecture  upon  tactics  was  hese  sud- 
*  Ty  Cimaaatiw  aooswuied  oo  Danat  Law,  dwisff  iba  tro«- 


detif  bitCTfoptad  ^  ABaft  M'Anlayi,  Wlio  Mid,  hmk* 
ily,— ''Room  for  an  nnaocpected  and  >m welcome 
guest  r' 

At  the  same  mioment,  the  door  of  the  hall  opened;' 
and  a  grav-haired  man,  of  a  very  stately  aptetfance^ 
presented  nimeelf  to  the  assembly.  TheriB  was  muelK 
dignity,  and  even  authority,  in  his  manner.  His 
stature  was  above  the  oomrnon  siz&  and  hitf  looks 
such  as  were  used  to  commend.  He  cost  a  severe^ 
and  almost  stem  glance  upon  the  assembly  of  Chie£k. 
Those  of  the  higher  rank  among  them  returned  it 
with  scornful  indifference ;  but  some  of  the  western 
gentlemen  of  inferior  power,  looked  as  if  they  wished 
themselves  elsewhere. 

'*  To  which  of  this  assembly,"  said  the  stranger, 
"am  I  to  address  myself  as  leader  7  or  have  you  nai 
fixed  upon  the  person  who  is  to  hold  an  office  «t 
least  as  perilous  ss  it  is  honourable  ?" 

"Address  yourself  to  me,  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,'*) 
sakl  Montrose, sieppingforward. 

"To  you  I"  said  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  with  i 


"  Yes,— to  me,"  repeated  Montrose,—"  to  the  Ea^ 
of  Montrose,  if  you  have  forgot  him." 

"I  should  now,  at  least,"  said  Sir  Duncan  Camp* 
belL  "  have  had  some  difficulty  in  recognising  bins 
in  the  disguise  of  a  i^rwrn.— And  yet  I  might  hav« 
guessed  that  no  evil  influence  infenor  to  your  lord^ 
ship's,  distinguished  ss  one  who  troubles  Israel,  couM 
have  collected  together  this  rash  assembly  of  mis- 
guided persons." 

"  I  will  answer  unto  you,"  said  Montros*  *  in  thi 
manner  of  your  own  Puritans.  I  hsve  nut  troubled 
Israel,  but  thou  and  thy  father's  house.  But  lai 
us  leave  an  altercatioiL  which  is  of  little  consequence 
but  to  ourselves,  and  hear  the  tklings  you  havd 
brought  from  your  Chief  of  Argyle ;  for  I  must  con* 
elude  that  it  is  in  his  name  that  you  have  come  to 
this  meeting. 

"It  is  in  the  name  of  tb*^  Marquis  of  An^le,"  sda 
Sir  Duncan  Campbell,— ''in  the  name  of  the  Scottiab 
Convention  of  Estates,  that  I  demand  to  know  the 
meaning  of  this  singulsr  convocation.  If  it  ia  «le*t 
signed  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  it  wens 
but  acting  like  neighbours,  and  men  of  honoor*  to 
give  us  some  intimation  to  stand  upon  our  guard."    t 

"  It  is  a  singular,  end  new  state  of  affaire  in  Scot- 
land," said  Montrose,  turning  from  Sir  Duncsii 
Campbell  to  the  assembly,  "  when  Scottish  men  oi 
rank  and  familv  cannot  meet  in  the  house  of  a  oomi 
mon  friend  without  an  inquisitorial  visit  and  deman^ 
on  the  part  of  our  rulers,  to  know  the  subject  of  oof 
Gotiferenoe.  Methinks  our  ancestora  were  accns-* 
tomed  to  hoM  Highland  huntings,  or  other  purpose* 
of  meeting,  without  asking  the  leave  either  of  th« 
great  M'Callum  More  himself^  or  any  of  his  emissa-i 
nes  or  dependants." 

"  The  umes  have  been  such  in  Scotland."  answer' 
ed  one  of  the  Wm tern  Chiefs,  "  and  such  they  will 
a^n  be,  when  the  intrudera  on  our  ancient  posse** 
SK>ns  are  again  reduced  to  be  Lairds  of  Lochow 
instead  of  overspreading  us  like  a  band  of  devouring 
locusts." 

"Am  I  to  underetand,  then,"  said  Sir  Duncan, 
"  that  i(  is  against  Tuy  name  afone  that  these  prepare-* 
dons  are  directed  7  or  are  the  race  of  Dlarmid  only  to 
be  snUerere  in  common  with  the  whole  of  the  peace- 
ful and  orderiy  inhabitants  of  Scotland  7" 

"i  would  ask,"  said  a  wiki-looking  Chief;  starting 
hastily  up,  "  one  question  of  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr, 
ere  he  proceeds  Airther  in  his  dsring  catechism.— Has 
he  brought  more  than  one  lifo  to  this  castle,  that  ha 
ventures  to  introda  among  us  for  the  purposes  of  in* 
sultr  t 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  Montrose, "  let  me  implore  your 
patience  i  a  messenger  who  comes  among  us  for  thi 
puipoae  of  embassy,  is  entitled  to  freedom  of  speech 
anfi  a  safe-conduct.  And  since  Sir  Diuicsn  Campbell 
is  so  pressing,  I  care  not  if  I  inform  him,  for  his  gui« 
dsnce,  that  he  is  in  an  assembly  of  the  King's  loyai 
subiecrs,  convoked  by  me,  in  his  Majesty's  name  ano 
authority^  and  as  empowered  by  his  Miyesiy  s  roval 
commission." 

"  Ws  an  to  have,  then,  I  presume,"  aakl  Sv  Dm^ 
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can  Campbell,  **  a  civil  war  in  all  its  forms?  I  have 
befm  too  lotig  a  aoklicr  to  vii^w  its  approach  with 
anxiety;  hut  it  woiild  liavc  b«;n  for  my  ixinl  of  Mon- 
tru8G*s  honour,  if,  in  this  matter,  he  had  conc-ultL^i  hia 
own  aiubitiofi  leas,  and  tiie  peace  of  tlie  country 
more." 

••  Those  ronsulir.'d  their  own  ambition  and  srlf- 
intercst.  Sir  Duncan,"  answenid  Muntn)se,  "who 
brouKlit  the  country  to  the  pass  in  whirh  it  now 
standii,  and  rendered  nece^pnry  the,  shnrp  ri'mediea 
witich  Wf  are  now  reluctantly  about  to  use.''  

"And  what  rank  anions;  tnose  seif-cHH^-kcTfl,"  said    is  undoubtedly 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  "nhall  we  asKi«n  to  a  noble ^     '  -     * 

Earl,  Ml  vifikiitly  attached  to  the  Covenant,  that  he 
was  the  first,  in  IG'IO.  to  cross  the  Tync,  waoino:  mid- 
dle deep  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  to  charge  thf^ 
royal  forces?  It  was  the  same,  I  think,  who  imiHisrd 
the  Covenant  upon  the  bunopesses  and  collefvcs  of  Ab- 
erdeen, at  the  point  of  sworol  and  pike." 

"I  understand  yoursniHT,  Sir  Duncan,"  said  Mont- 
lose,  tenu>erately ;  "and  I  can  only  add,  that  if  sincen^ 
repentance  can  make  amends  for  youthful  error,  and 


^  Amen,"  said  Monir&fle  j  "  to  that  tnbonal  wa  iB 

siibmit  us." 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell  left  the  hall,  accompamd 
by  Allan  M'Aulay  and  Lord  Menteith.  "Ihcteimi 
a  true-bred  l»amrkli,"  said  Montrose,  as  the  envog 
departed,  "  for  they  are  <^ver  fair  and  false." 

Pardon  me,  my  lord,"  said  Evan  Dhu;  "hf>rad» 
tary  enemy  as  1  am  to  their  name,  1  have  ever  fomi 
the  Knif:ht  of  Ardenvohr  brave  in  war,  honeil  ■ 
pcai'f.  and  true  in  council." 

"  Of  hia  own  dispoMtion,"  said  Montrose,  "such  hi 
mdonhtedly:  but  he  now  acts  as  the  organ  Q 
mou:h-pieceol  nis  Chief,  the  Marquis,  ihefalstst  mai 
that  pv(.Tdn-w  breath.  And,  M'Aulay,"  herontinud 
in  a  whi^iier  lo  his  host,  "  lest  he  should  make  somi 
impression  upon  the  inexperience  of  Menteith,  orHn 
singular  disposition  of  your  brother,  you  had  heittf 
send  muslr  into  their  chamber,  to  prevent  hisinvc(^ 
ling  them  into  any  private  conference." 

"  The  devil  a  musician  have  I,"  answrrrd  M'AofaK 
"exr-eptin;;  the  pifier,  who  has  nearly  brr)ke  his  wnf 
by  an  ambitious  contention  for  superiority  with  tfanl 


Foi'  yielding  to  the  artful  representation  of  ambitions  !  of  hi«  own  craft ;  hut  I  can  send  Annot  Lyie  and  hcf 


harp."    And  he  left  the  apartment  to  give  orden  i 
eoniinply. 

31i.'aiiwhilp  a  warm  disnission  took  rl>f^  «^ 
shoidd  undertake  the  perilous  task  of  reluming  wHk 
Sir  Duncan  to  Invcrary.  To  the  hi^^her  dijmiiiM^ 
accustomiii  to  consider  themselves  upon  an  cquilitf 
even  with  M'Callum  More,  this  was  an  office  not  ti 
l»e  proposed ;  unto  others  who  could  not  pletd  ih» 
same  exniA',  it  was  altogether  unacceptable.  Om 
would  hiive  thought  Inverary  had  bi^n  the  Villei 
of  the  Shadow  of  Death,  the  inferior  chiefs  showBi 
such  reluctance  to  approach  it.  After  a  consideraUi 
hesitation,  the  plain  reason  was  at  length  ST'okenoi^ 
nainelv,  that  whatever  Hiirhlander  shmild  undertiki 
an  office  so  disiastefnl  to  ArCallum  More,  he  wodl 
be  sure  to  tn>asure  the  offence  in  his  reniend  rano^ 
and  one  dav  or  other  to  make  him  bilterlv  repent  of  il 
In  this  dilemma,  Montrose,  who  considered  ihepnh 
poseil  armistice  as  a  mere  stratagem  on  the  partd 
Anryle.  although  he  had  not  ventured  bluntly  to  I* 
ieci  it  in  prtsirnce  of  those  whom  it  concerned  M 
nearly,  resolved  to  imr)Ose  tho  danger  anil  digniq 
UTK»n' Captain  Dalgetty,  who  had  neither  clan  M 
estate  ill  the  Hishlunds  upon  which  the  wrath  of  A^ 
gyle  could  wreak  its<'lf. 

"  Hut  I  have  a  neck,  though,"  said  Dalgetty,  blontly! 
"  and  what  if  he  chooses  to  avenge  hims«'lf  upon  thill 
I  have  known  a  ca«e  where  an  honourable  anibafM' 
dor  has  bt^.>n  hangiHJ  as  a  spy  Iwfore  now.  Noibd 
did  the  Romans  use  ambassadors  nnich  more  mffd 
fully  at  the  sieire  of  Capua,  although  I  read  that  ihq 
onlvcut  off  their  hands  and  n(}8<-s,  put  out  their  qit^ 
and  sufHrerl  iliem  to  depart  in  wace." 

"  By  my  honour,  f  Captain  Dalgetty,"  sai*!  MontTMq 
"shouhl  the  Marnuls,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  wo; 
dan'  lo  prnctisk»  any  atrocity  ajgainst  you,  you  maydfr 
pi>nd  upon  m\-  taking  mien  signal  vengeance  thatM 
Scotland  sluill  ring  of  it." 

"  That  will  do  but  little  for  Dalgetty,"  returned  ibi 
Captain  :  "  but  corraioo !  as  the  Spaniard  says.  VfiA 
the  Land  of  Promise  full  in  view,  the  Moor  of  Drna 
thwacket,  men  piiupcra  rr.pna^  as  we  sa:d  at  Mant 
chal-Coilege,  I  will  not  refuse  your  excellency's  c<w 
mission,  being  conscious  it  becomes  a  cavalier  of  bo 
noiir  to  oliey  his  commander's  orders,  in  defiance  bod 
of  eibU't  and  swonl." 

"Gallantly  resolved,"  said  Montrose;  "andif  JJ 
will  come  apart  with  me,  I  will  furnish  yon  wilhtt 

-  , ..     cofiditions  to  l>e  laid  lK*fore  M*Collnm  More,  inirt 

begun,  the  longer  and  the  better  have  1  a  chance  of  I  which  we  are  willinu[  to  grant  him  a  truce  for  bi 
running  it."  Hi:;hland  dominions." 

"  .\nil  you  t»o,  rny  friend,  Allan  M'.Anlay,"  siid  Sir  j  With  these  we  neetl  not  trouble  our  readers.  TV 
Duncan,  taking  his  hand,  "  must  wo  also  call  each  i  were  of  an  eva.Hive  nature,  calcnlatiMi  to  initt  a  pro 
other  enemies,  that  have  been  so  often  allieii  against  { rx>j<al  which  Montrose  considered  to  have  |w>«'n  mtA 
a  coinmon  ii}**T  Then  ttirnlng  njund  to  the  nueting,  |  only  fur  the  ntirpitsr  of  gaining  time.  Whi-n  he  ha 
he  said,  "  Farewell,  genib  men;  th«re  are  so  many  of ;  put  Paptain  Dalgetty  in  conudeie  rtosscssmn  nf  hisil 
you  to  whom  I  wish  well,  that  ynur  re;ri.-iion  of'^all  ■  stnirtions.  and  when  that  worthy,  niakin:;  his  ni3 
terms  of  modiarion  sivfs  me  di><'p  atlliction.  May  tary  oht.i.Sii nee.  was  near  the  door  of  his  Hpartmcol 
Heaven/'  he  said,  li»i)king  upwards,  "  jud'-'e  htnwven  i  Montrose  ina.le  him  a  sign  to  n!tum. 
our  mot.  ws,  and  tliuse  of  the  movers  of  this  civil  com- 1  "  I  preMume,"  said  be  "  I  neeii  not  remind  an  ofl 
motif »a  J"  [  ccr  v^ho  haa  served  uniicr  the  great  Gusiavui,  thil 


hyp^KTites,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  the  crimes  with 
which  you  taunt  me.  1  will  at  least  endeavour  to  de- 
serve forgiveness,  for  I  am  here,  with  my  sword  in 
my  hand,  willinc  to  spend  the  best  blood  of  my  bodv 
to  make  amends  for  my  error;  and  mortal  man  caii 
do  no  more." 

"  Well,  m  V  lord,"  said  Sir  Duncan, "  I  shall  be  sorry 
to  carry  back  this  language  to  the  Marquis  of  Ai^le. 
I  had  it  in  further  charge  from  the  Marquis,  that,  to 

Erevent  the  blootly  feudr  which  must  necessarily  fol- 
>w  a  Highland  war,  his  lordship  will  be  contented  if 
terms  of  tmce  could  be  arranged  to  the  north  of  the 
Highland  line,  as  there  is  ground  enough  in  Scotland 
to  fight  upon,  without  nc:ghboiir8  destroying  each 
other*s  families  and  inheritances." 

"  It  is  a  pcaerful  proposal,"  said  Montrose,  smiling, 
"such  as  It  should  be,  coming  from  one  whose  ner- 
■onal  actions  have  always  betm  more  peaceful  tnan 
hia  measures.  Vet,  if  the  terms  of  such  a  tniee  could 
be  equally  fix(>d,  and  if  we  can  obtain  sccurity^or 
that,  Sir  Duncan,  is  indispensable,— that  your  Mar- 

Siis  will  observe  those  terms  with  strict  fklelity.  I,  for 
r  rny  part,  should  be  content  to  leave  peace  nenind 
UB,  since  we  must  needs  carry  war  before  iis.  Rut,  Sir 
Duncan,  you  arc  too  old  and  experienced  a  soblierfor 
us  to  permit  you  to  remain  in  our  leaguer,  and  witness 
our  proceedings;  we  shall  therefore,  when  you  ha%'c 
lefreahed  yotirself,  recommend  your  speedy  return  to 
Inverary,  and  we  shall  send  with  you  a  gentleman  on 
our  part  to  adjust  the  terms  of  the  Highland  armi- 
stMX,  in  cast*  the  Marquis  shall  Ite  found  serious  in 
proposing  sue))  a  measure."  Sir  Duncan  Campbell 
assented  by  a  Ivow. 

"  My  Lord  of  Menteith,"  continued  Montrose,  "  will 
,  HI  have  the  goodness  to  aitmd  Sir  Duncan  Camp- 
;icli  of  Anienvohr.  Mhile  we  determine  who  shall  re- 
turn with  him  to  his  Chief?  M'Aulay  will  picrmit  us 
to  request  that  he  be  entertained  with  suitable  hospi- 
tality." 

"  I  will  give  orders  for  that,"  said  Allan  M'AuIay, 
rising  and  coming  forward.  "I  love  Sir  Duncan 
CampU^i ;  we  have  been  joint  aufiercrs  in  former  days, 
and  I  do  not  forget  it  now." 

"  My  Lord  of  Menteith,"  said  Sir  Duncan  Camp- 
bell, 1  am  urieved  to  sec  you,  at  your  early  age,  en- 
gaxnd  in  such  desi)eratc  and  n.-bellious  courses. 

lam  youn^,"  answered  Menteith, "  yet  old  enough 
to  distinguish  l>etwoen  right  and  wrong,  betwo'u  loy- 
ally and  relM.'llii)n;  and  the  so<tncr  a  ui)od  course  is 
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brttkimiretiraii^rMor'tlpeTwiidiint  wMia  flufof 
mice  than  mere  discharge  of  hia  instnictk>n8,  and  that 
his  general  will  expect  orom  him,  on  his  return,  some 
occoont  of  the  state  of  the  enem/s  affairs^  aa  far  as 
thev  come  tinder  his  observation.  la  short,  Captain 
DaligettYt  fon  must  be  tin  prt<  dair-tovmU" 

"  Ah  na !  your  Excellency,"  said  the  Captain,  twist- 
ing his  hard  features  into  tm  inmritable  expression  of 
ainning  and  intelligence,  **if  thev  do  not  ptit  my  head 
tn  a  poke,  which  I  have  known  practi^  upon  ho- 
nourable aoldados  who  have  been  suspected  to  come 
upon  such  errands  as  the  present,  your  Excellency 
mav  rely  on  aprcccese  narration  of  whatever  Dugald 
Dalgetnr  »hali  hear  or  secL  were  it  everi  how  many 
turns  or  tune  there  are  in  M  Calhim  More* s  pibroch,  or 
how  many  checks  in  the  sett  of  his  plaid  and  trews.*' 

"Enough,**  answered  Montrose;  "farewell,  Cap- 
taio  Dalgetty  :  and  as  they  say  that  a  lady's  m1nd  fs 
ilwava  expressed  in  her  postscript,  so  1  would  have 
Tou  uiink  that  the  most  important  part  of  your  com- 
mission lies  in  what  I  have  last  said  to  yon." 

Dalgetty  once  more  grinned  intdligence,  and  with- 
drew to  victual  his  charxer^  and  himself  for  the  fa- 
u^aeaof  his  approaching  mission. 

At  the  door  of  the  stable, —for  Gu$tavus  always 
daimed  his  first  care,— he  met  Angus  M'Anlay  and 
SirUnes  Musgrave,  who  had  been  looking  at  hi.*! 
horse;  and,^  alter  praising  his  points  and  carriage, 
both  united  in  stroncly  dissuadhig  the  Captain  from 
liking  an  animal  of  such  value  with  him  upon  his 
present  very  fa tiguinsr  journey. 

Angus  paintedl^in  the  most  alarmrns  cokrars  the 
roada»  or  rather  wild  tracks,  by  which  it  would  be 
neceaaary  for  him  to  travel  into  Argyleshire,  and  the 
*Tetchea  huts  or  bothies  where  he  would  be  condemn- 
ed to  pass  the  night,  and  where  no  forage  could  be 
pn>cured  for  his  horse,  unless  he  could  ent  the  stumps 
of  old  heather.  In  short,  he  pronounced  it  obsolutdy 
impossible,  that,  after  undertaking  such  a  pilgrimage, 
the  animal  could  *)e  in  any  case  for  military  service. 
The  Eiulishman  strongly  confirmed  all  that  Angus 
had  saidl  and  gave  himseli,  body  and  soul,  to  the  devil, 
if  he  thought  It  was  not  an  act  little  short  of  absolute 
murder  to  carry  a  horse  worth  a  farthing  into  such  a 
waste  and  inhosoiiable  desert.  Captain  Dalgetty  for 
an  instant  looked  steadily,  first  at  one  of  the  gcntle- 
men  and  next  at  the  other,  and  then  asked  them,  as 
ifia  a  state  of  indecision,  what  they  would  advise  him 
to  do  with  Gustavus  under  such  circumstances. 

By  the  hand  of  my  father,  my  dear  friend,"  an- 
iwered  M'Aulay,  **if  you  leave  the  beast  in  my  keep- 
ng,  you  inay  rely  on  nis  being  fed  and  sorted  accord- 
:ag  to  his  worth  and  quality,  and  that,  upon  your 
htppv  return,  you  will  find  him  as  sleek  as  an  onion 
boJed  in  butter." 

"Or."  said  Sir  Miles  Musgrave,  "if  this  worthy 
crralier  choos  s  to  part  with  his  charter  for  a  rea- 
WQable  suin.  I  have  some  part  of  the  Silver  candle 
tticks  still  danring  the  heys  in  my  purse,  wliich  I 
wall  be  very  willing  to  transfer  to  his.  * 

'*In  briel^  mi  na  honourable  friends,"  said  Captain 
Dalgetty,  again  eyeing  them  both  with  an  air  of  comic 
penetration,  **  I  find  ii  would  not  be  altogethar  unac- 
oepuble  to  either  of  you,  to  have  some  token  to  re- 
gember  the  old  soldier  by,  in  case  it  shall  please 
M'Ctllum  More  to  hang  fiim  up  at  the  gate  of  his 
own  cutle.  And  doubtless  it  would  be  no  small  satis- 
^pn  to  me,  in  such  an  event,  that  a  noble  and 
loyal  cavalier  like  Sir  Miles  Musgrave,  or  a  worthy 
vtd  hospitable  chieftain  like  our  excellent  landlord, 
would  act  as  my  executor." 

.  Both  hastened  to  protest  that  they  had  no  such  ob- 
icct,  and  insisted  again  upon  the  impassable  character 
«  the  Highland  paiha.  Angus  M'Aulay  mumbled 
jnr  1  number  of  bard  Gaelic  name*,  descriptive  of 
«e  difficult  passes,  precipices,  comes,  ana  heals, 
'ojomh  which  he  said  the  road  Iny  to  Invcrary,  when 
old  Donald,  wao  had  now  entered,  sanctioned  his 
patter's  account  of  these  diffi.?ulti»f>4.  by  h^-^lding  up 
«■  hinds,  and  e!evatin.:;»  his  eves,  a.id  sh.-.king  his 
MM,  at  9Htf  guttural  which  M^Aulay  pronounced. 
Bat  all  this  did  not  move  the  inflexible  captain. 

Mv  worthy  frieiida,"  said  he,  "  Gustayus  is  not 
orw  to  the  dangers  of  travelling,  and  the  mountaias 


of  Bohemtai  and  (no  Ji^twinaiiint  to  the  h<tl»  wmd 
oorries,  Mr.  Angus  is  pleand  to  mention,  and  ol 
which  Sir  Miles,  who  never  saw  them,  connniis  the 
horrors,)  these  mountains  may  compete  with  the 
vilest  roads  in  Europe.  In  fact,  my  horse  hath  • 
moat  excellem  and  social  quahty;  lor  although  he 
cannot  pledge  in  my  cop,  yet  we  share  our  k>if  be* 
tween  us,  and  it  will  be  hard  if  he  suflera  fomine 
wnere  cakes  or  bonnecka  are  to  be  found.  And,  Ml 
cut  this  matter  short,  1  beseech  you,  my  POod  friendi^ 
to  observe  the  state  of  Sir  Duncan  Cavipbeil'a  pal* 
§tey^  which  stands  in  that  aull  before  ua,  fat  and 
hur ;  and,  in  return  for  your  anxiety  on  my  account,  I 
give  you  my  honest  asseveration,  that  while  we  travel 
the  same  road,  both  that  palfrey  and  his  rider  shall 
lack  for  food  before  either  Gustavus  or  I." 

Having  said  this,  he  filled  a  large  measure  with 
com.  and  walked  up  with  it  to  his  charger,  who,  b^ 
his  low  whiiTnying  neigh,  his  pricked  ears,  and  hit 
pawing,  showed  how  close  the  alliance  was  beiwixt 
him  and  his  rider.  Nor  dkl  he  taste  his  cum  until  be 
had  returned  his  master's  caresses,  by  licknig  hie 
hands  and  face.  After  this  interchange  of  greeting 
the  steed  began  to  his  provender  with  an  eager  di^ 
patch,  which  showed  old  military  habits;  and  th# 
master,  aflcr  looking  oh  the  animal  with  great  com^ 
placency  for  about  five  minutes,  said,— "Much  good 
may  it  do  your  honest  heart  Guetavus ;— now  moat  1 
go  and  lay  in  provant  myself  for  the  «^mpaijrn." 

He  then  departed,  having  first  saluted  the  Rngliah* 
man  and  Angus  M'Aulay,  who  remained  looking  at 
each  other  for  some  time  in  silence,  and  then  bnraC 
out  into  a  fit  of  laughter. 

"That  fellow  "  said  Sir  Miles  Muagrave,  "ia  Ibna* 
ed  to  go  through  the  world." 

"  I  shall  thifik  so  too,"  said  M'Aulay,  "  if  he  can  di^ 
throu^  M'Oallum  Mora's  fingers  as  easily  as  he  hat 
done  through  ours."  ' 

"  Do  you  think,"  said  the  Englishntan,  •*  that  tb« 
Marquis  will  not  respect,  in  Captain  Dalgetty's  pei^ 
son,  the  laws  of  civlliJ!ed  warT' 

"  No  more  than  I  would  respect  ■  Lowland  pro* 
clamarion,"  said  Angus  M'Aulay.— **  But  come  ak>nft 
it  is  time  I  were  returning  to  my  guests." 


CHAPTER  rX. 

-In  a 


Whan  whtt'B  not  mMt,  bnt  wliaf  oMMt  be,  was  law, 
Th«n  wera  thejr  chomt^ :  ia  a  bettor  hour. 
Let  what  it  meet  be  ram  it  must  be  nirct. 
And  Utrow  Uieir  power  i'  the  dual. 


Ik  a  small  apartment,  remote  from  the  rest  of  the 
guests  nssembled  at  the  castle,^  Sir  Duncan  Campben 
was  presented  with  every  species  of  refreshment,  and 
respectfully  attended  by  Lord  Menteith,  and  by  Allan' 
M'Aulay.  His  discourse  with  the  latter  turned  upon 
a  sort  of  hunting  campaign,  in  which  they  had  bieen 
ensragetl  together  a^inst  the  Children  of  the  Mist, 
with  whom  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr.  as  well  as  th^ 
M'Aulays.  hnd  a  deadly  and  irreconcilable  feud.  Sir 
Duncan,  however,  speedily  endeavoured  to  lead  back 
the  conversHiion  to  the  subject  of  his  j>re8ent  errana 
to  the  castle  of  Damlinvarnch. 

*'  It  grieved.him  to  the  very  heart,"  he  said,  ^  to  see 
that  friends  and  neighbours,  who  should  stand  shoul- 
der to  shoulder,  were  likclv  to  be  engaged  hand  to 
hand  in  a  ciuse  which  so  little  concerned  them.  ^Tiat 
siamifies  it,"  he  said, "  to  the  Highland  Ohiefs,  whethei 
Kin^  or  Parfiameni  got  uppermost  7  Were  it  not  bet« 
ter  to  let  them  settle  their  own  differences  without  in- 
terference, while  the  Chief^  in  the  meantime,  took 
the  opportunity  of  esublishing  their  own  authority  ai 
a  mannor  not  to  be  called  in  question  hereafter  bf 
either  KitiA  or  Parliament?"  He  reminded  Allan 
M'Aulav  that  the  measures  taken  in  the  last  re^^  t» 
settle  the  peace,  as  was  alleged,  of  thh  Highland^ 
were  in  fact  levelled  at  the  patriarchal  powe*  of  thg 
Chieftains;  ind  he  mentioned  the  celebratcc  settle* 
ment  of  the  Fife  Undertakers,  es  they  were  called,  ia 
the  T^ewis,  as  part  of  a  deliberate  plan,  fomted  ^.o  in 
trodiire  strangers  among  the  Celuc  tribes,  'j  desinif 
oy  degrees  theu*  ancient  customs  and  mode  u''  ^V'^rn 
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tmmt,  nd  to  Jw^ofl  tiwro  cf  tlic  tglwrimicg  of  their 
^thers. •  "And  yet,"  be  continued,  addresMng  AUim, 
**  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  giving  despotic  autboritv  to 
Ibe  monarch  by  whom  these  deswns  have  been  nur- 
•ed,  that  so  many  Highland  Chiefs  afe  upon  the  point 
of  9uarreUing  with,  and  drawing  the  sword  against, 
their  neighbonrs,  allies,  and  ancient  confiedenitee." 

*  It  is  to  my  brother,"  said  Allan,  **  it  is  to  the  eld- 
•st  son  of  my  father's  house,  that  the  Knight  of  Ar- 
jfenvohr  must  address  these  remonstrances.  1  am, 
indeed,  the  brother  of  Angus ;  but  in  being  so,  I  am 
Only  the  first  of  his  dansmen,  and  bound  to  show  an 
ixample  to  the  others  by  my  cheerfid  and  ready  obe- 
disBoe  to  his  commands." 

**TW cause  also,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  interpoang. 
*is  far  more  general  than  Sir  Dupcan  Campbell 
■asms  to  suppose  it  It  is  neither  hmited  to  Saxon 
Bor  to  Gael,  to  mountain  nor  to  strath^o  Highlands 
Mr  to  Lowiands.  The  Question  is,  i^ve  wul  con- 
tintts  to  be  governed  by  the  unlimited  authority  as- 
Mttned  by  a  set  of  persons  in  no  respect  superior  to 
Ives,  instead  of  returning  to  the  natural  govem- 
of  the  Prince  against  whom  they  have  rebelled, 
nespscting  the  interest  of  the  Highlands  in  par- 
/he added,  ** I  crave  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's 
Mudoa  for  my  plainness ;  but  it  seems  very  clear  to 
iMi  that  the  onlv  effect  produced  by  the  present  usur- 
pationt  will  be  the  aggrandisement  of  one  oven^wn 
dan  at  the  expense  or  every  independent  Chief^m  the 
EBshlands."  ^^ 

'^I  will  not  reply  to  you,  my  lord,"  said  Sir  Duncan 
Campbell,  **  because  I  know  your  prejudices,  and 
from  whom  they  are  borrowed ;  yet  you  will  pardon 

af  Mying,  that  being  at  the  head  of  a  rival  branch  of 
e  House  of  Graham,  I  have  both  read  of  and  known 
CSarl  of  Menteith,  who  would  have  disdained  to 
ve  been  tutored  in  politics,  or  to  have  been  com* 
manded  in  war,  by  an  Earl  of  Montrose." 

"  Yoii  will  find  it  in  vaia^  Sir  Duncan,"  said  Lord 
Heateitb,  haughtily,  "to  set,  mv  vanity  in 'arms 
■gainst  my  principles.  The  King  gave  my  ancestors 
tfisir  title  and  rank;  and  these  shall  never  prevent 

gy  acting,  in  the  royal  cause,  under  any  one  who  is 
itter  Qualified  than  myself  to  be  a  commander-in- 
chiet  Least  of  alj,  shail  any  miserable  jealousy  pre- 
▼ent  me  from  placing  my  hand  and  sword  under  the 
gttidance  of  the  bravest,  the  most  loyal,  the  roost  he- 
roic spirit  among  our  Scottish  nobility.^ 

"Pity,"  said  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  "  that  you  can- 
not add  to  his  panegyric  the  further  epithets  of  the 
most  steady,  and  the  most  consistent.  But  I  have  no 
purpose  of  debating  these  points  with  you,  my  lord," 
waving  hia  hand^  as  if  to  svoid  further  discussion ; 
**  the  die  is  cast  with  .you;  allow  me  only  to  express 
mv  sorrow  for  the  disastrous  fate  to  wnich  Angus 
iTAulay's  natural  rashness,  and  your  lordship's  in f|u- 
ance,  are  dragging  my  gallant  friend  Allan  here,  with 
his  father's  clan,  and  many  a  brave  man  besides." 

"  The  die  is  cast  for  us  all,  Sir  Duncan,"  replied 
AUan,  looking  gloomy,  and  arguing  on  his  own  hypo- 
chondriac feelings;  "  the  iron  hand  of  destiny  branded 
our  fate  upon  our  forehead  long  ere  we  oouid  form  a 
wish,  or  raise  a  finser  in  our  own  behalf.  Were  this 
otherwise,  by  whtft  means  does  the  Seer  ascertain 
the  fiiture  from  those  shadowy  presages  which  haunt 
his  waking  and  his  sleeping  eye?  Nought  can  be  fore- 
aeen  but  that  which  is  certain  to  happen:" 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell  was  about  to  reply,  and  the 
darkest  and  most  contested  point  of  metaphysics 
might  have  been  brought  into  discussion  betwixt  two 
Highland  disputants,  when  the  door  opened,  and  An- 
xiot  Lyle,  ^th  her  clau^hach  in  her  hand,  entered  the 
tpartment  The  freedom  of  a  Hi^Iand  maiden  was 
in  her  step  and  in  her  eye :  for,  bred  up  in  the  closest 
intimacy  with  the  Laini  of  M*Aulay  aind  his  brother, 

*  In  th*  reign  of  JonM  Vt,  ui  attempt  of  rather  eo  extre- 
SMdinarr  kind  wm  mwie  to  eivUiae  the  extreme  northern  pnrl 
qf  the  Hebrklesn  Arehipela«o.  That  Monarch  rnuiti'd  the 
pnM>eay  of  the  Itiand  or  Lewis,  m»  i(  it  had  been  an  unknown 
a.»o  aavafn  eountrr,  to  a  number  of  Lowland  froilemeo,  called 
untfertakeri,  cliieflf  nafivei  of  Uie  ahire  of  Fife,  that  thejr 
•uflit  eelonin  and  antUe  there.  Tlie  enterprise  way  at  Anit 
MieoaaaAil,  bat  Uie  naiivee  of  the  island.  MaoLeodi  and  Mao- 

ivDsiea,  mm  on  Uie  Lowland  adveoUirers,  lod  put  moat  of 
Mittf  tiMawoia. 


K3iuF«a 

wfaote^ 


iwttk  IiORLBI«Ptailh,«M|  tmm.  y^M  bmh  who  te> 
quented  Dernhnvarsch,  she  possessed  none  of  thai 
timidity  whitth  a  fetnaK  educated  chiefly  among  h« 
own  sex*  wouki  either  have  felt,  or  thoujpt  neeessarf 
le  assume;  on  an  occasion  like  the  present. 

Her  dress  partook  o[  the  antique,  for  new  fasbjou 
seklom  psnetraied  into  the  Highlands,  nor  would  the; 
easily  hiBve  fotuM  their  way  to  a  castle  inhabited 
chietly  by  oien,  whose  sole  occupation  was  war  and 
the  chase.  Yet  Annot's  oarmpnts  were  not  only  b& 
coming,  but  even  rich.  Her  open  jacket,  with  a  bifdi 
ooUac,  was  oompossd  of  blue  ck>th,  richly  embrokler- 
ed,  and  bad  silver  clasps  to  iitsten,  when  it  plsassd 
the  wearer*  lu  sleeves,  which  were  wide,  came  no 
lower  than  the  .eU>ow,  and  terminated  in  a  goktao 
fringe  {  uimW  this  upper  coat,  if  it  can  be  ao  termed,  aha 
WQfe  an  under  druss  of  blue  sarin,  also  richly  son 
broidered,  but  which  was  several  shadea  liH^tsr  ia 
colour  than  the  upper  garment  The  petticoat  wu 
formed  of  tartan  aik,  in  the  set,  or  pattern,  of  which 
the  colour  of  blue  Kreaily  predominated,  so  aa  to  i»- 
movathe  tawdry  efiect  too  frequently  produced  in  tar* 
tan,  by  the  mixture  and  strong  opposition  of  colours. 
An  antique  stiver  chain  hung  round  her  neck,  and 
supported  the  wret/,  or  kev,  with  which  she  tuned  her 
instrument.  A  email  run^  rose  above  her  collar,  and 
was  Bticiued  by  a  brooch  of  aome  value,  an  old  mki>- 
sake  from  Lord  Menteith.  Her  profusion  of  light 
hair  almost  bid, her  laughioff  eyes,  while,  with  a  amila 
and  a  blush,  she  mentioned  that  she  had  M'Aulay's 
directions  to  ask  them  if  they  chose  music.  Sir  Dun- 
can Campbell  gaxed  with  considerable  smpiise  and 
interest  at  the  lovely  apparition,  which  thus  mtenup^ 
ed  his  debate  with  Allan  M'Aulay. 

"  Can  this,"  he  said  to  him  in  a  whisper,  "  a  era^ 
tare  so  beautiful  and  so  elegant,  be  a  domestic  aus)- 
dan  of  your  brother's  eslablishment  7" 

*'  By  no  means,'  answered  Allan,  hastily,  yef  with 

some  hesitation  ;  "she  is  a a near  relation  of 

our  family— and  treated,"  he  added,  more  firmly, "  u 
an  adopted  daughterof  our  father's  house." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  arose  from  his  seat,  and  with 
that  air  of  courtesy  which  every  Highlander  can  as- 
sume when  it  suits  him  to  practise  it,  he  resigned  it  to 
Annot,  and  offered  to  her,  at  the  same  time,  whatever 
refreshments  the  table  afforded,  with  an  assiduity 
which  was  probably  designed  to  give  Sir  Duncan  an 
impression  of  her  rank  and  consequence.  If  such  was 
Allan's  purpose,  however,  it  was  unnecessary.  Sir 
Duncan  Hept  his  eyes  fixed  upon  Annot  with  an  ei- 
pression  of  much  deeper  interest  than  could  hatt 
arisen  fVom  any  impression  that  she  was  a  person  ol 
consequence.  Annot  even  felt  embarrassed  under  dia 
ojd  kni^t's  steady  gaze ;  and  it  was  not  without  coo- 
siderabie  hesitation,  that,  tuning  her  instrument,  and 
receiving  an  assenting  look  from  Lord  Menteith  and 
Allan,  she  executed  the  following  baUad,  which  our 
friend,  Mr.  Secundus  M'Pherson,  whose  goodness  wt 
had  before  to  acknowledge,  has  thus  translated  into 
the  English  tongue : 

THB  ORPRAX  $UJDi 

Ifoveniber'a  hail-cloed  driftaaway, 

Novemher**  mnbenm  wan 
Xiooka  ouldlf  on  Uie  Mwtle  fv«|r. 

When  forth  cornea  Ladj  Anne. 

The  orphan  bjr  the  oak  was  set. 

Her  arma,  her  feet,  were  bare, 
The  haii-itrops  had  not  UMlted  jret. 

Amid  her  imven  hair. 

**  And,  name,*'  she  mid,  "  hf  all  the  tlaa 

That  child  and  mother  know, 
Aid  one  who  never  knew  tliean  joja, 

Relieve  an  orplian's  wo." 

Theladranid,  "  An  orphan'a  atata 

U  hard  and  sad  to  bMr  { 
Yet  worse  the  widow'd  mother's  Ikts, 

Who  novms  both  lord  and  heir. 

**  Twelve  times  the  rollinf  year  han  4)Sd, 

Sinoe,  when  fVum  vmaeauee  wiM 
Of  flnree  Sirathallan's  Chief  I  fled, 

Purth'B  eddies  wheim'd  mj  eSild.** 

"  Twelve  tiro--^  ttie  rear  its  eonrse  baa 

The  wandering  maid  replied, 
*'  Since  ttsliers  on  St  Bridaet's  bmmb 

Dfaw  oata  on  Caauiaia  aids.^^  .^  ^ 
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They  nved,  aad  ronrM  in  vajit  and  tou. 

To  beg  from  jrwi  her  brea1.** 
That  orphan  maid  the  ladf  kiss'd  - 

"  Mjr  hushantIS  loi>kii  roi  bear ; 
8t  MHlf«t  and  h«r  mom  boblo—i dl 

YiNiaf*  hia  vulow'ai  hair." 

7h9r*¥e  robed  chat  mavd,  wo  fioor  a»d  pala, 

hi  tfltk  and  taiNtala  mre ; 
▲lid  pearU,  lor  6n»u*  of  fruMU  liail, 

Are  fluieoing  in  her  liair.* 

Whfle  the  song  proceeded,  Lord  Mentdfh  observed, 
wirh  some  surprise,  thai  it  uppeared  to  produce  a 
much  deeper  effect  upon  the  mind  of  Sir  Duncan 
Campbell,  than  he  could  possibly  have  anticipated 
frofn  his  8^  and  character.  He  well  knew*  that  the 
Hi;3^1andoT3  of  thiit  period  possessed  a  much  K^e^t^r 
Bensibdity  both  for  tale  and  song  than  was  found 
among  ttieir  Lowland  neigh'wursj  but  even  this,  he 
thought,  Iwrdly  accented  for  the  Embarrassment 
with  Nrhidi  the  old  m^n  withdrew  his  eyes  from  the 
Soo5»»rre5»,  as  if  unwilling  tc  sutTerthem  to  rest  on 
ten  oniect  so  interesting^.  Still  less  was  it  to  be  ex- 
pe«:ted,  thnt  features  which  expressed  pride,  sttTn 
common  s^nse,  and  the  ansiere  habit  of  awthonty, 
Ihould  have  been  so  much  ai^tated  by  so  trrrial  a  cir- 
cumstance. As  the  CSiief's  brow  became  clouded,  he 
dnwjped  his  larse  shaj^^ry  grav  eye-bn>ws  until  they 
almost  concealed  his  eves,  on  the  hda  of  which  soine- 
thins  like  a  tear  mi^t  oe  seeJi  to  glisten.  He  remain- 
ed sjienx  and  fixed  m  the.  same  posture  for  n  minute 
or  two,  after  the  la?!t  note  had  ceased  to  vibrate.  He 
then  rmstti  his  head,  and  havms  looked  at  Annot 
l-yle,  as  if  purposinj;  to  speak  to  her,  he  as  suddenly 
cli»in;^d  thit  purpose,  and  was  about  to  address  AU 
kn,  when  the  door  opened,  and  tl»e  Lord  of  the  Castle 
nude  his  appearance. 


CHAPTER  X. 

I>!irk  on  thwfr  journey  loor'd  tln»  ir?oo«y  day, 
Wil4  wRre  the  hilU,  aiMl  doubtful  tftow  the  way: 
Hotr  dark,  ai»reflo<imy.  anU  mumriuiibiful,  i«)Miw'd 
Tha  ac*nMtoo,  wlucu  rectsivud  thum  from  itif  nmii. 

The  Tra&Altrs,  a  Rcmante. 

AxoiT*  M'AuLAY  was  charoed  with  a  niessi^e 
which  he  aeemed  to  find  some  ai^(U)Uy  in  comuunii- 
Mtimc ;  for  it  was  not  till  after  he  hiid  frame'i  his 
ipaech  several  different  ways,  and  blundered  iheui  all 
%9t  he  sucQet3ded  in  lettin^r  Sir  Duncan  Cnnipbell 
tnow,  that  the  cavalier  who  was  to  accompany 

•Theadmlreriof  p«reO!tlcantKialtr,  nofwithiptandini  the 
4etanoe  of  the  above  tnin«larion.  maybe  d^rou*  (o  m«*>  a  lite- 
ad  nT*t<m  fftrn  tho  original  Oaelir,  whlcA  wo  Uii>reft»r«  iio*» 

ff;  and  bava  only  to  add,  that  Mi#  onfiual  b  depoMted  with 
Jededioli  Cieurfihotltam. 

LiTBRAt.  TaAN.nATION. 

The  h«Ub1o*t  had  drifted  a\*ay  u»»on  ttwj  vrj^vji  of  the  fiihi 
bf  aanimn.  Thn  «m  k>ok«d  from  botw«»m  the  t  Hid»,  iwle  na 
INa  wnanded  hero  who  laar*  hi*  head  Aiebty  oo  tlia  lieath  when 
tbe  ruar  of  battle  hath  ptmtfd  over  him. 

Pioeie.  tJie  Lady  of  the  Caatio,  caine  fWth  to  see  hermaidcnf 
Hm  to  the  h.-rdc  w'fh  thoir  U'ziini.' 

Then*  Mf  tn  omhan  mal'len  beneath  the  rild  oak  twe  of  on- 
ponamatL  Tlie  wi'hered  leaiw  feU  around  iter,  and  iier  heart 
wai  more  withered  than  tfiay. 

Tl«  parent  of  the  lee  nioetteally  taken  for  the  froMt]  «tiU  oon- 
{nlcd  ttie  fMll-drfiiif  hauvr  Imir;  they  wnrR  like  rlie  ^pocki*  of 
white  afh««  on  the  twitted  bauffha  of  the  blackened  and  half* 
•vniumod  iiak  that  bbnaae  ia  fkm  tiaJl. 

J^nd  thn  niaid«n  saiiU  '^  Qive  me  oorafort.  Lady,  1  am  an  or* 
guuiehild.'*  And  the  Ijady  Ki>li>H).  "TIow  cnn  I  five  tliar 
altieh  I  hare  not  1  I  am  the  widow  of  a  a'sin  lord.— the  mother 
af  a  penciled  etiild.  When  1  fled  in  my  foar  Awn  the  venceanoe 
afaiy  haabttnd'fffoe,  oar  baric  Xvaioyerwheliaad  in  Uie  tide,  and 
Hy  lafant  perialied.  Ttua  waa  un  Bt  Ilridget'a  mom,  near  t)i« 
Itrant  Lrnn  of  Campaie.  May  ill  luck  liyht  upon  the  day.** 
Aad  the  maiden  answered,  "  It  waa  on  St  *^Hd?et'9  mum.  and 
t«al*e  banreau  before  thia  time,  ttwt  the  IWiormen  of  Camnaie 
•WW  in  thaiy  neta  neitlier  frilto  nor  aabwai,  but  an  infant  Italf 
Mad,  who  hath  ainre  lived  m  mi«ary,  and  roiMt  die,  unhsaa  «l»e 
Jjnow  atoad.^  And  the  Lady  artawerrd,  "  BfoBNed  he  Saint 
iritftwt  and  tier  mom.  fortheae  nra  the  dartc  eyM  and  the  M' 
na  lank  of  my  aiatn  lord :  and  thiae  ehali  be  the  toharinnra  of 
Ml  widow"  And  aha  ealh)d  for  lier  waitina  nttendanta,  and 
vabadetlieBi  c'otliethat  D.aiden  in  ailk,  and  in  aaniite  ;  and 
w  fnaHa  which  tliey  wo/e  among  her  btaek  treasea,  were 
aiklitrttoaa  Ui»Aona  haii-dropa. 


inieaieiMd  men,  aaia  9v  i;uncan,  uve  io«|^ 
H-  turn  for  gaseofiadinA  Laird  of  M'Aulay,  ia  uid 
1  known,  that  men  of  honour  should  regard  wnr 
nts.    To  yoti,  my  loixl,  and  to  Allan,  who  uvfl 
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him  wmi  tvaiting  iti  iwdumii'tni  ^O-att-  wiaxptii 
parod  for  his  ntura  to  IfrMimry*  Sir  Duaoan  GtmiH 
Dell  rose  up  very  indi^nantlv ;  the  afiront  which  x&b 
message  impliea  hruMdinteiy  drfvinji  out  of  hit  lecoi- 
loctioo  the  aemibiiicy  which  had  been  awakened  by 
tbemiunc 

^'  1  bttie  expected  this."  be  said,  kx>ldag  indiKaantly 
at  Angva  M'Aulay.  ''  1  little  thought  that  there  waa 
a  Chief  io  the  West  Hi((klands,  who.  at  the  pleaaujr« 
of  a  Sazoo,  wouki  have  bid  the  Knisht  of  Ardenvohr 
leave  his  castle,  when  the  atin  was  oeeUniHg  from  the 
raeri(iian,  atid  ere  the  aeooiKi  cup  had  been  filled.  Btit 
^eweii.  air.  the  food  oi  a  churl  does  not  aaiisfy  the 
appetite}  when  I  next  ri)- visit  Damlinvarach,  it  akaU 
be  With  a  naked  swovd  in  one  hand,  aod  a  fire^braiMl 
ia  the  other." 

'*  And  if  yott  ao  cosne,"  aaid  Angua^ "  I  pledge  myaalf 
to  meet  you  fairly,  though  vou  bronghi  five  bundled 
CaHipbeUa  at  yotu-  back,  *x.  a  to  aifoird  you  and  tltepi 
auch  entertainment}  that  you  shall  not  again  ooinpioai 
of  the  hoapitaiity  or  Darturnvfimch/' 

'^Theeaiened  men,"  saki  Su-  Duncan,  "live  loaic* 

Your  I -   .       . 

Weill 

vaunts.    To  yon,  my  I 

■iippked  the  place  of  ray  churlish  faioat^  I  leave  n^ 
thanks.— And  to  you,  pretty  imsirosa,  bo  sakl,  ad- 
dressing Annot  Lyle,  thia  UtUe  tokeiv  for  having 
opened  a  fountain  which  hatii  been  dry  lor  many  « 
year."  So  saying,  he  ktft  the  apartment,  and  comh 
mended  hia  attendants  to  he  Sumrnoned.  Amis 
If' AiUny,  emially  embarnwaed  and  incensed  at  uw 
charBe  of  iuhomtalitv,  wiiioh  was  the  greatest  potai<' 
ble  amont  to  a  Uighiander,  did  liotibllaw  Sir  Duncan 
to  the  court-yard,  where,  mounting  hia  pal6^,  whiok 
was  IA  readiness,  follovred  by  six  motutted  attendama, 
and  acoompanidd  by  the  noble  Captain  Dalgetty,  who 
had  also  awaited  him,  holding  Ghtstavus  ready  for  ao> 
tion,  though  he  did  noidraiv  msgirdia  and  oMMint  till 
Sir  fhincan  appeared,  the  whola  cavalcade  left  the 
castle.  :  , . 

The  journey  waa  lohf;  and  totiaoine,  but  without 
nliv  of  the  extreme  privations  which  the  Laird  oc 
M  Aulay  had  propheaied.  In  truth,  SirD«neaa  wmv 
vtary  eantkiua  lo  avaid  those  nearer  and  more  seovet 
paths,  bv  meana  of  which  the  countr  ol  Ar^le  watf 
acoossibia  from  ^%e  westward  (  fur  his  *elation  a^id 
chieC  the  JlarquiiL  was  used  to  boast,  that  he  would 
not  tot  a  hundred  thousand  orowna  any  moirta]  should 
know  the  passes  by  which  an  armed  force  ooidd  peno> 
trate  into  his  country. 

Sir  Oimcan  Campbell  iherefiora,  ratlier  ahuimed 
the  Higblanda,  ana  falling  into  the  Low^oountnf^ 
made  for  the  nesrest  seaport  in  the  vicinity,  whoraM 
had  ievemi  half-dacked  gaUefs,  or  birli^SL  aa  they 
were  called,  at  his  command.  In  one  of  these  th^ 
embarked,  with  Quatavus  in  company,  who  waa  ao 
seasoned  to  adveotore,  that  land  and  aea  seemed  at 
indifferent  to  him  as  to  his  mnster. 

The  wind  being  favourable;  they  paraned  ibair  way 
rapidly  with  sails  and  oars  j  ewl  early  ike  next  mQr»* 
ifig  it  wna  announced  to  Capinin  Dalgetty.  thea  4n  a 
small  cabin  beneath  the hatf  deck,  that  thegnllev  wag 
under  the  walla  of  Sir  Duacan  ^'^ampbaU's  castle. 

Ardenvohr,  accordingly,  rose  high  above  him,  wha« 
he  came  upon  the  deck  ottho  galley.  ItwAsagkMHny 
s^are  tower,  of  eonaiderable.  sixe  and  groat  heMPMt 
situated  upon  a  headhtndprojcctinginiotheaalt-water 
lake,  or  arm  o£  the  sea,  which  thev  had  eniered  on 
the  preceding  evening.  A  wai,  vnth  flanking  towera 
at  each  angla  surrounded  the  castle  to  landward}  btiti 
towards  the  lake,  it  waa  buikaanear  the  brink  of  tha 
precipioe  as  only  to  leave  room  lor  a  battery  of  aaaali 
guns,  designed  to  protact  the  fbrtresa  from  any  inaylt 
from  that  side,  although  situated  too  high  to  be  o^ 
any  effectual  aae  aocarding  to  the  modem  avatem  uT 
warfare. 

The  eastern  sun,  rising  behind  the  old  tower  flttiM 
iia  shadow  fhr  on  thelafes,  darkeatag  thadcclcof  the 
galley,  on  whioh  Captain  Dalaeuy  now  walked,  wmS 
ttig  with  some  impatteaoa  the  aignal  lo  land.  Sir 
Danean  Ditnpbefl,  as  he  wasiaibrnied  by  hia  attain- 
ama,  waa  already  witlun  the  waUa  of  «ha  taatle  %  km 
m  OM  aaaoara^od  ibaCayiain^  pmpgailctf  lattMm 
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him  nriiora,  nntil;  at  thef  stated,  they  should  receive  1  sensible  that  there  wos  a  gun  placed  on  each  side.fti 
the  direct  perinihsioii  or  unler  ul  the  Knight  uf  Ardcu-  ■  liic  j>uriK)rii!  u(  riikiii;;  ihc{rjllor>'  thruu^'ii  \iliii.ti  tiin 
vohr.  .  li.'uJ  p:i»^>^.li.  nllhoiif>h  the  utibrasiiriti,  thruu:2li  whicn 

In  a  short  time  afterwards  the  mandate  arrived,  ■  ihi-y  iiiii,hi  hi;  hivd  on  occut>ii>n,  wt-rc  imiskLYl  on  ilw 
while  a  boat,  with  n  pumr  in  the  bow,  hctiriiu:  ilie  .  oix^iitu-  with  H><ib  uiid  lix).«e  stones.  Huv.ni;  nffvvni- 
Kiiiuhr  of  Anliiivuhr'n  ere  Ml  in  sil\ir  \\\utn  hisk'lt  nriii,  iii  Uh.'  stMoiifi  <t(H:rcuhe,  they  lound  the  iLfifvi  a  »urib 
and  plnyiiiK  wiih  all  his  nuKht  thi- laniil>  nmrdi,  un-  un  an  ui  <  ii  I'laiiurui  iind  ^niDcr..  i.x|f»t<u:  to  n  tire 
litlGtl,  '*  The  CunipU'Uii  are  coming,"  aiproached  to  l'«.thHi  niu.«keiry  iiiiil  wuil-^un^  ii,  Ixin^ ivint- with 
conduct  thif  envoy  of  Montroiki  lu  ih-:  i.-ahile  of  Ar-  lio^tilu  iniLiii,  tiicy  iiad  vtiituriHl  lurtiic-r.  A  ihtrd 
<ienvohr.  The  distance  botwcL'n  the  ^ealley  and  the  tiiulir  uf  £>ii.-ps  nit  in  tht*  rock  Ukv  thi-  loriniT,  liutnul 
beach  was  so  short  assuarce  to  reiiuire  the  aisiiistance  raveriu-ii  ovir,  led  tht-rn  iliiiilly  into  the  baiitryutthe 
«if  tile  CM.'hl  )«rurdy  rowers,  in  boniu-tfl,  tfhori  coatH,  :«.>i>t  of  tiie  tuwir.  This  last  stair  al>o  was>  iranow 
and  trewH,  ^\ how/ vtlorts  :><:nt  the  boat  ut  the  lifilu  .  and  skeis  aiuK  not  to  nieiiiion  the  fire  ^vhiiji  iiuicht 
creek  in  which  they  usually  landed,  bcforp  une  could  ifydirei  ted  un  it  from  alnive,  one  or  twu  n  ssoluic  nttOt 
iiave  Gonci-ived  that  it  hotl  left  the  side  of  the  birlin^.  \viili  {•ikes  and  Utiilc-axtJS  could  have  matie  ilic  i-an 
Two  of  tiic  U^aiinen,  in  spite  of  Dal;;ctty'e»  rei-isiance,  .  ;xood  uj/iiinst  luuidreds ;  lur  the  Haircase  would  not 
horsed  the  (*apiain  on  ihebackof  a  third  Highlander,  admit  tv^o  perk^ins  aureast,  and  Has  not  becurtd  br 
and,  wading  through  the  surf  with  him,  landed  him  .  any  sort  of  balustrade,  or  raihn^,  from  ihesliiiTaod 
higli  and  dry  uixin  the  beairh  beneath  the  castle  rock.  ubni|.t  precipice,  on  the  fiiot  <4  which  the  hdv  now 
In  the  face  ut  this  rock  there  appeare<l  suinething  like  ;  rolled  with  a  voice  of  thuiuicr.  So  that,  under  iha 
the  «;ntrance  of  a  low-browed  cavern.  luwurds  whii^h  .  jealous  precautions  UHcd  to  secure  thi:*  aiuieni  Ctltic 
the  assistants  were  preparint^  to  hurry  our  friend  Dal-  forirtsi>,  a  person  of  weak  ner\es,  and  a  brain  liable 
geity,  when,  shakitig  himseli  loose  from  them  with  to  i>trume  dizzy,  mi^ht  have  found  it  soinitliiri^'dif- 
some  dtlhoulty,  he  insisted  upon  seeing  GuKtuvus  safe-  fiCull  to  have  achieved  the  eiiiraiice  to  ihe  taaLle,  e\'eB 
Iv  Inndufi  befure  he  proceetled  one  stLp  further.  The  £:ufi(iosin.b;  no  rei^isiaiice  iiad  btteii  ollered. 
Hi^lilanders  could  not  comprehend  what  he  nieanu  i  Uapiaiii  Daii^etty,  UMi  old  a  »oIdu.r  lu  fe<.l  suchtrifr* 
until  one  wlio  had  pickf-d  up  a  httle  En^isli,  or  rather  ;  mors  had  no  huoner  anived  in  ihi-  ('uiir(->:t]  J,  ihJui 
IjOwIiiiiJ  Sentcrh,  exclaimeil,  "Houts!  it's  a'  about  liu  |'nite;rted  to  Gud  ihc  dcJem-ch  of  Sir  liuiuan'a 
her  horse,  ta  usi-less  haste."  Further  remonstrance  on  !  enstle  rtuiiiifled  him  more  of  the  notublc  u.rtnfiiof 
the  pan  oi  t attain  Dulgetty  was  inieriiipied  by  the  .  Stniiduu,  situated  in  iliu  March  of  Ihandeubuig. than 
appenrancc  ot  Sir  Duncan  Campl>e]l  himself,  from  of  any  i-laee  whiik  it  hadbci.n  his  fortune  todi-irndiB 
the  moiiih  of  the  cavern  Hhidt  we  have  describeii,  for  liie  course  of  his  travels.  Nevertiif  U  ss.  he  ctltioMfd 
*he  purpose  of  invitin;;  Captain  Dalj^'tiy  to  accept ;  considerably  the  mode  of  placing  ihe^unsontlkbat- 
ut'  the  hifspicfllity  of  Ardeiivohr,  plcdgin:<  his  honour. !  lery  wc  have  iKiiieed,  obst^rviiig,  thai  "  \^  liirc  cannoa 
at  the  i*anie  time,  (hat  Gusiavus  sliould  lie  ireattd  as  .  were  pt-rclird,  like  to  scarts  or  j^ia-f^ulls  on  t!u-  tup  of 
beiame  the  hi  ro from  whom  he deriveri  his  name,  not  ',  a  nnK,  he  had  evi.r  ob.^er\cd  that  thiv  ns-imiidiMd 
to  mention  the  important  person  to  w^om  he  now  be-  i  more  by  their  noi^-  than  they  di!*uu:yi.d  h>  tlu;  bkaidi 
ongixl.  Norwithstaiiding  this  satisfactory  guaran-  ur(i.-iiiwit:e\\hir|i  ilx-y  oi'rn.'-ioiKd." 
tee,  Captain  Didgeity  would  still  have  h>  sitaied,  such  |  .Sir  OiUK-aii,  \\i:lii>iit  nrlpn^'.  eonriuctrd  thr  soldier 
was  hi>  anxiety  lo  witness  the  fate  of  hiu  comuaniun  into  tiie  lower ;  ilie  defences  of  which  werf  a  pi;rt- 
(iiisiaviis,  had  not  two  IIii;hlaiid:'rs  h  iztxi  t;im  by  •  «-iiiii«  am)  iroii-eleiuhed  oaken  door,  the  lb:-  Aiirssof 
the  arniH,  two  more  pushed  him  on  lichiiid,  while  a  the  wall  beint;  the  bpai-i'  U-tween  ti.(  ni.  Hi  had  no 
filth  exci.iimcd.  "  Houl  awa  wj'  the  dal't  Sassenach!  -  ^^lom  r  arnvt^l  in  a  hail  Inmg  hi:]i  tsii'CMry.  than  the 
does  she  no  hear  the  [.ainl  bidding  her  up  to  her  am  ,  <  apiaiii  |irnse<'iiti  d  his  miiitan*  criiieiMn.  '  It  was  in* 
castle,  wi'  her  s(<eeial  \oir«>,  and  isua  that  very  mickle  ,  di.td  tu>\»  tided  by  ihcBiirht  ofnncxcilKntbnrnkfan, 
honour  for  tlii'  like  o'  her  ?''  |  of  v,iiii-li  iii-  ].aiii>i'k  wiili  lth  ai  a\..iiiy ;  bin  no  ntjon* 

Tnus  impdled,  Captaui  Dalgctiy  could  only  for  a  erhad  lie  secured  ibis  meal,  than  hemmle  the  ttjurcl 
short  space  keep  a  reverted  eye  towards  the  galley  in  i<'-e  apartment,  exnmmiiig  the  {^rmmd  arcnitd  tbc 
which  he  had  irit  the  partner  of  his  military  toils.  In  t  'nsiirt  <<  ry  eari.fidi>  from  each  window  in  ti.e  monk 
a  few  minureH  afterwards  he  found  liimself  involved  f{<-  iii<  n  p  riiriii-d  to  his  chair,  and  tlnowini;  b-inwl 
in  the  loial  darkm^ss  of  a  sraircans  which,  entering  ;  back  into  itai  hu^bngih, ?tretciieuour  one  mini\  kv, 
from  tin.'  low-browed  cavern  we  have  mcntioiicd,  ;  and  t:i[>{ing  his  jack-boot  with  the  ridin'.;-io-!  whick 
windeil  upwards  through  the  entrails  of  the  living  ■  lie  can.* d  in  b:s  iiand,  alter  the  manmr of  a  hiilf-brtd 
rock.  .  man  \%ho  .'ifK-cts  case  in  the  society  of  liii^  l<^ilif|^ 

"The  cursed  Ilichland  salvages !"  inuttend  the  '  iicdeliverefi  his  unask«ii  oj»inioii  as  follows  r—'Thil 
Captain,  half  aloud;  "what  is  to  become  of  me,  if  hoiisp  of  yours,  now,  >Sir  Duncan,  is  a  vvr\- rrrityds- 
GustaviiM,  the  namesake  of  the  invincible  Li«ni  of  the  :  itii'^ibli.^  .-ort  of  a  teni'tiuni.  atid  yet  it  is  harrilv  nurh 
Protestant  In^ague,  should  be  lamed  among  their  un-    a.s  a  cavali'-ro  of  honour  would  expect  to  maintain 


lenlviiauil^I' 

"  Have  no  fear  of  that "  said  the  voice  of  Sir  Dun- 
can, who  was  nenrcr  to  him  than  he  imagined;  "my 
men  are  aecustonicil  to  handle  horses,  both  in  embark- 
ing and  (in  ssin:;  them,  and  vou  will  soon  sec  (*usta- 


ills  cridit  by  hobrmg  out  for  many  days.  For,  Sir 
Duncan,  if  it  i.IcasiM  you  to  notice,  \onr  houfx  if 
ovi  rcrowtHl,  and  sli:;hte<J,  <»r  i-ummimded,  as  wenv' 
l.iarv  in*  II  .>5!iy,  by  yonder  round  l.iHork  to  the  hud- 
wniil.  will  n-'iii  an  «  neniy  mi;^lit  tiicli  such  a  battcW 


vus  as  sale  as  when  you  last  dismounted  from  his  '  of  eaiinon  as  woidd  make  ye  glad  to  Im-ui  a  cbaainiis 
back."  ^^niiiii  tortv-eight  hours,  unless  it  pitascd  iI.eLoid 

Captain  Da!jff.tfy  knew  the  world  too  well  to  offer  ■  txtra«'rflin;iii!y  to  ehow  mt  i^cy." 
any  furihir  rrniunstnince,  whatever  uneasiness  he  "Thirds  no  rciad,"  npliecr  Sir  Duncan,  si-mewhal 
might  supnre-ts  within  hi<*  own  lM>8oni.  A  step  or ;  shonly,  "by  \\li:eh  cannon  canine  broiighi  againil 
two  hivher  im  the  stair  showed  larht  ami  a  door,  and  \  Arltnvohr.  Tbe  sw.imps  and  morass«^s  annind  mf 
an  iron-grated  wicket  b-d  him  out  upon  a  gallery  cut  •  lu-»ui^«'  would  starcecnrry  your  horse  and  yours*  If,  ev 
'.n  the  open  fare  of  the  rock,  extending  a  s^pace  of  i  ci  piiuL  bv  i<uch  paiiis  as  couhl  be  reiideied  iiiipas* 
aliout  six  or  or^hi  yard",  until  he  reacln-*!  a  second  '  saidc  wi»hin  a  lew  hours." 

door,  when*  the'  path  re-entered  the  rock,  and  which  '      "  ?^ir  Duncan,"  said  the  rnptnin,  "it  is  yom  pi* 

was  also «i«\iMidinl  by  an  iron  ijortcidlis.    "An  admi- '  s'lre  'o  f:if>i"ose  so;  and  yet  we  m.'riinl  iiuii  F:iy,  that 

table  traverse,"  oh«erved  the  Captain  ;  "and  if  com- :  wiure  tlu  re  is  a  sea-i-oast  there  is  always  a  nakrf 

manded  bv  a  fi« -Id -piece,  or  even  a  liw  niuvkets,  quire  .  s<iilc,  '^i  >-in^  that  cannon  and  muniiion,  where  lliff 

«urhe!0!ii  to  ensure  the  place  ag.iiiiAi  a  storming  par-  |  cinnot  lie  transport t.*!  !>y  land,  mav  l»c  ni»!it  i-anlj 

ly."  ^  I  l.'rojijrhr  liy  S4.a  m  ar  to  the  place  w  here  they  tr^^iob* 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell  made  no"anp%verat  the  time;    j'ul  in  action.    Neither  is  a  castle,  however  iACun:iii 

hut,  the  monii^nt  aitcrward«<,  when  they  had  entered    I's  souaiion,  to  Ik-  accounted  aJTogefherinvinciblr.of, 

the  Second  cavern,  he  struck  with  i!ie  sik;k  which  he    as  ihry  ^»^v.  imiircgnable;  fori  j-njiest  i'\e.  SirDiffl- 

iiail  in  Ins  liaiid.  first  on  the  one  side,  ond  then  on  the    can.  tbit  1  have  kn')wn  iwaity-fivc  men.'bv  thcUifrt 

o^cr  ot' the  H/c-Ver.   ami  the  sulicn  ringJii;;  sound    ^ufLr'    and  a(ai;>c:r\  of  the  attack,  win.  nt  pi>inl  * 

mkich  refiimMi  lu  the  bluwB,  made  Caploiii  DalffLliy  .V>>>><.)  .:;  Mruiig  a  hoId,8^^ihia^\Ar^^\^|ir,  and  put 


Omf,3W 


A  uponp^of  mvfumik . 


10  the  aword,  caplinle^  or  hold  to  the  ranaoim  thi» 
defendSer&  bein£  ten  omes  then*  own  number." 

Notwithstanding  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's  know- 
ledge of  the  worloL  and  his  power  of  concealing  his 
iotemal  emotion,  ne  appeared  piqued  and  hurt  at 
tfiese  reflections,  which  the  Captam  made  with  the 
most  unconscious  gravity,  having  merely  seleoted  the 
sobjecl of  conversation  as  one  upon  which  he  thought 
Bimself  capable  of  shining,  and.  as  they  s*iy,  of  laymg 
down  the  law,  without  exactly  recollecting  that  the 
topic  might  not  be  equally  agrteable  to  his  landlord. 
To  cut  this  matter  short,"  said  Sir  Duncan,  with 
an  expression  of  voice  and  countenance  somewhat 
'  9A-*ated.  "  it  is  unnecessary  for  you  to  tell  me^  Ca|>- 
tain  Dalgetty,  that  a  caotle  may  be  stormed  if  it  is 
not  valorousfy  defended,  or  surprised  if  it  is  not  heed- 
(blly  watchea.  1  trust  this  poor  house  of  mine  will 
9ot  be  found  in  any-  of  these  predicaments,  should 
even  Captain  Dalgetty  himsell  choose  to  beleaguer 

.  "  For  all  that.  Sir  Duncan,"  answered  the  perae- 
vering  commander,  *'  J  would  premonish  you  as  a 
friend,  to  trace  out  a  sconce  upon  that  round  hill, 
with  a  good  graflfe,  or  ditch,  whilk  may  be  easily  ac- 
eomplifhed  by  compelling  the  labour  of  the  boors  in 
dw  vicinity ;  it  being  the  custom  of  the  valorous  Gus- 
toTusAdolphus  to  fi^fht  as  much  by  the  spjide  and 
iboyel,  as  by  sword,  pike,  and  musket.  Also,  I  would 
tivise  you  to  fortiry  the  said  sconce,  not  only  by  a 
ftnissi^  or  g/affe,  but  also  by  certain  siackets,  or 
palisades. "—(Here  Sir  Duncan,  becoming  impatient, 
eft  the  apartment,  the  Captain  following  him  (o  the 
door,  ana  raising  nis  voice  as  he  retreated,  until  he 
was  fairly  out  of  hearing.)— "  The  whilk  stackets,  or 

SQ^des,  should  be  artiiicially  framed  with  re-en ter- 
ig  angles  and  loopholes,  or  crenelles,  for  musketry, 
wnerwjf  it  shall  anse  that  the  foemcn The  High- 
land brute !  the  old  Highland  brute !  They  are  as 
£roud  as  peacocks,  ana  as  obstinate  as  tups— and 
ere  he  has  missed  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
house  as  pretty  an  hregular  fortification  as  an  mva- 
iinararmy  ever  broke  their  teeth  uoon,— But  I  see," 
fc  continued,  looking  down  from  the  window  upon 
ihr  bottom  of  the  precipice,  *'  they  have  got  Gustavus 
itfe  ashore— Proper  fellow !  I  would  know  that  toss 
of  his  head  among  a  whole  squadron.  I  must  go  to 
•ee  what  they  are  lo  make  ofhim." 

He  had  no  sooner  reached,  however,  the  court  to  the 
Raward,  and  put  himself  in  the  act  oi  descending  the 
Raircase,  than  two  Highland  sentinels,  advancing 
lh«r  Lochaber  axes,  gave  him  to  understand  that 
»is  was  a  service  of  danger. 

"  Diavolo  r*  said  the  soldier,  "  and  I  have  got  no 
>tis-word.  ^  I  couW  not  speak  a  syllable  of  their  sal- 
tage  gibberish,  an  it  were  to  save  me  from  the  pro- 
^oirt-marsha!.'* 

"  I  will  be  your  surety.  Captain  Dalgett>',"  said  Sir 
Boncan,  who  had  again  approached  him  without  his 
observing  from  whence;  and  we  will  go  together, 
and  see  how  your  favourite  charger  is  acconmiodatcd. 

He  conducted  him  accordingly  down  the  staircase 
to  the  beach,  and  from  thence  by  a  short  turn  behind 
t  hurge  rock,  which  concealed  the  stables  and  other 
offices  belonmng  to  the  castle.  Captain  Dalsetty  be- 
caime  sensible,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  side  of  the 
astle  to  the  land  was  rendered  totally  inaccesible  by 
■  ravine,  partly  natural  and  partly  scarped  with  great 
care  and  labour,  so  as  to  be  only  pasj^  by  a  draw- 
»»idge.  Still,  however,  the  Captain  insisted,  not  with- 
standing the  triumphant  air  with  which  Sir  Duncan 
pointed  out  his  defences,  that  a  sconce  should  be  ercct- 
w  on  Dnimsnab,  the  round  eminence  to  the  east  of 
mo  castle,  m  respect  the  house  might  be  annoyed  from 
Jence  by  burmng  bullets  full  of  fire,  shot  out  of  can- 
nWL  according  to  the  .curious  invention  of  Stephen 
mukian.  king  of  Poland,  whereby  that  prince  utterly 
nailed  thegreat  Muscovite  city  of  Moscow.  This  in- 
•wfion.  Captain  Dalgetty  owned,  h^  h.-Ml  not  yet 
Witnessed,  but  obser>'ed,  **  that  it  would  give  him 
pameular  delectation  to  witness  the  same  put  to  the 
proof  ag?i.i»t  Ardenvohr,  or  any  omcr  castle  of  aimi- 
Iw  8t.Tn«*K :"  cSserving,  "  that  so  curious  an  experi- 

5*pt  I'ouM  ni\  tvt  afford  the  greatest  delight  to  all 

•■mit>5i%  of  vHc  h».\itary  art." 


Sltf  DBBcan  CtmMl  divafttd  dM^<lnilii» 

by  carrying  the  solaier  into  his  stablea,  and  lunwiiMK 
him  to  arrange  Gustavua  according  to  his  own  wUl 
and  pleasure.  After  this  duty  had  been  carefully  per* 
formed,  Captain  Dalgeuy  pcopoflbd  to  return  to  tM 
castle,  observing,  it  was  his  mtention  to  spend  th« 
time  betwixt  this  and  dinner,  whi(^,  he  T>reeiiBied> 
would  come  upon  the  parade  tiboui  noon,  in  burntfriM 
ing  his  arrauuTj  which  having  sustaii^ed  some  injury 
from  the  sea-air,  might  he  was  efhud,  seem  discro* 
diuble  in  the  eyas  or  M 'Galium  Moie.  Yet,  while 
they  were  returning  to  the  castle,  he  foiled  not  ht 
warn  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  against  the  great  iojury 
he  might  sustain  by  any  sudden  onfall  of  an  ^n«my^ 
whereby  his  horses,  cattle^  and  granaries,  m«ght  04 
cut  offand  consumed,  to  ma  great  |»^|iidiee ;  whai«it 
fore  he  again  strongly  conjured  him  to  ooastruGt  « 
sconce  upon  the  round  hiU  called  Dc^mtnabk  and  of- 
fered his  own  friendly  senricea  in  lining  out  the  same* 


make  him  aware  when  dinner  was  readv* 


CHAPTER  XI. 

la  thk  thr  cMtto.  Baldwin  %  MtAuttchnlf  t 

Dii>piayi<  lior  iiabic  bnnucr  IVom  tli«  d<ii^)on,  r 

nnrkpnitir  tli9  riwm  of  ^)«  whole  turge  ti«ii«atll.  , 

W^re  1  Q  habitant,  to  «ee  Uiit  g\<mtn  *  , 

PnllHtn  ttio  Atce  or  nuUtte,  nnd  to  tMuir 

The  coimeleiM  found  of  wav«,  and  wabtnfa  MnsM,  .  j 

I'd  wmh  me  in  Uio  liut  that  poorest  peamnt 

E'er  framed,  to  give  him  temporair  shelter,    Browk.  , 

The  sallant  Ritt-master  would  wiUinfi^y  have  em* 
ployed  nis  leisure  in  studying  the  exterior  of  Sir  Dunn 
can's  castle,  and  verifying  his  own  mililary  kleaa  upon 
the  nature  of  its  defences.  But  a  stout  sentinel,  wh^ 
mounted  guard  with  a  Locbaber-axe  at  the  door  0? 
his  apartment,  gave  him  to  i^fUlerstand,  bv  very  aig^ 
nificnnt  signs,  that  he  was  m  a  fort  of  Eonourablft 
captivity.  i  ■ 

It  is  strange,  thought  the  Ritt-master  to  himseU] 
how  well  these  salvages  understand  the  rules  and 
practique  of  war.  Who  would  have  pre-eupposed 
their  acquaintance  with  the  maxim  of  m^  great  and 
godlike  Gustavus  Adolphus,  that  a  flag  of  truca 
should  be  half  a  messenger  half  a  spy  7— And,  having 
finished  burnishing  his  arms,  he  aate  down  patiently 
to  compute  bow  much  half  a,  dollar  per  diem  would 
amount  to  at  the  end  of  a  six  momhs'  campaign  t 
and,  when  he  had  settled  that  problem,  prooeeded  10 
the  more  abstruse  caiculatiens  necessary  for  drawiia 
up  a  brigade  of  two  thousand  men  pn  tue  principie  ci 
extracting  the  sqqare  root. 

From  his  musings,  he  was  roused  by  the  joyful 
sound  of  the  diuner  bell,  on  which  the  Highlanderj 
lately  I>ia  guard,  became  his  gcntleman-usner,  ana 
marshalled  him  to  the  hall,  where  a  table  witii  (but 
covers  bore  aniDlc  prooi^  of  Highland  hospitality.  Sir 
Duncan  cntereu,  conducting  his  lady,  a  tail^  fadedjrnet 
Inncholy  female,  dressed  in  deep  mourning.  Thfsy 
were  followed  by  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  in  his. 
Gene)'a  cloak,  and  wearing  a  black  silk  gkulI-Gapt 
covering  his  short  hair  so  closely^  that  it  could  scafoa 
be  seen  at  all,  so  that  the  unret«tncted  ears  had  an  uii  • 
due  predominance  in  tha  general  aspect.  This  un- 
grhceful  fashion  was  universal  at  tne  time,  imd  part* 
ly  led  to  the  nicknames  of  roundheads,  prick-eared 
curs,  and  so  forth,  which  the  insolence  of  the  cava^ 
liers  liberally  bestowed  on  their  political  enemies. 

Sir  Duncan  presented  his  mihtary  guest  to  hisledyi 
who  received  his  technical  salutation  with  a  stiff  and 
silent  reverence,  in  which  it  copld  scarce  be  judged 
whedier  pnde  or  melanclioly  had  tlie  greater  share. 
Tlie  churchman,  to  whom  he  was  next  presentedf 
eyed  him  with  a  glance  of  mingled  dislike  and  ctiri- 
osiU'. 

Tlie  Captain,  well  accustomed  to  woyse  looks  froia 
more  daiigerous  persona,  cared  very  htde  either  fot 
those  of  the  lady  or  the  djvine,  but  bent  his  whole  aoiu 
upon  assaulting  a  huge  uiece  of  bee^  which  saieked  ail 
the  nether  end  of  the  table.  But  the  onslaught,  ash«1 
^vould  have  termed  it,  was  delayed,  until  the  cunclt>>. 
sion  of  a  very  long  grace,  betwiji^t  every.  si^Mipi^.flf 


TiLtts  or  irr  Iandlorb. 


V^cakIS 


iHmAi  f>af0Ktf  handled  hs  lifil%  fcnd  fork,  an  he 
Hil^  have  done  his  tnuaket  or  pike  when  f^ing  upon 
ictiofi,  and  as  often  resigned  them  unwiilingly  when 
the  prolix  chaplain  commenced  cinotlier  elairae  uf  his 
btnediction.  Sir  Duncan  listened  with  decency, 
though  he  was  mipposed  rather  to  have  joined  tlie 
Covenant^ra  out  of  devotion  to  hia  chiell  than  real 
Mapect  for  the  cauae  either  of  h^herty  or  oi  Presbyte- 
ly.  Hia  ladv  afone  attended  to  the  blessing,  with 
■ymptoma  or  deep  acquiescence. 
*  The  mtal  waa  performed  almost  m  Carthusian 
•Qence :  for  k  was  none  of  Captain  Dalgetty'a  hnbita 
Id  employ  his  mouth  in  talking,  while  it  could  be 

Core  profitably  occupied.  Sir  Duncan  was  abso- 
tdy  silent,  and  the  lady  and  churchman  only  occa- 
•ionalty  exchanged  a  few  words,  spoken  low,  and 
Miatinctlv. 

But,  wnen  the  diahes  were  removed,  and  their 
place  aupplied  by  liquors  of  various  sorts,  Captain 
iHlgetty  no  fon^  nad,  himself,  the  same  weu;hty 
raaacMM  for  ailence^  and  began  to  tire  of  that  of  the 
hMt  af  the  company.  He  commenced  a  new  attack 
upon  hia  landlord,  upon  the  former  groimd. 

"Touching  that  round  monticle,  or  bill,  or  emi- 
nence, termed  Dnunsnab,  1  would  he  proud  to  hold 
■ome  dialogue  with  you,  Sh*  Duncan,  on  the  nature 
of  the  sconce  to  bt  there  constructed ;  and  who^er 
the  angles  thereof  should  be  acute  or  obtuse— anent 
whilk  I  have  heard  the  great  Velt-Mareschal  Rannier 
hold  a  learned  arsuraent  with  General  Tiefenbach 
duringa  atiiWstand  of  arms." 

"  Captain  Dalgctty "  answered  Sir  Duncan  very 
dryly,  it  ia  not  our  Highland  usage  to  debate  mili- 
tary points  with  atrangers.  This  castle  is  like  to  hold 
out  against  a  stronger  enemy  than  any  force  which 
the  unfortunate  gentlemen  we  left  at  Damiinvarach 
$tt  able  to  bring  against  it." 

A  deeo  sigh  from  th^  lady  accompanied  the  conclu- 
abn  of  W  husband's  speech,  which  seemed  to  re- 
mind her  of  aonne  namftil  circumstance. 

"  He  who  gave,"  aaki  the  clergyman,  addresaing 
her  m  a  solemn  tone,  "hath  taken  away.  May  you, 
honourable  lady,  be  long  enabled  to  say,  Bleaaed  be 
Ida  name !" 

To  thia  exhortation,  which  seemed  intended  f9r  her 
sole  behooq  the  lady  anawcrcd  by  an  inclination  of 
her  head,,  ^ore  humble  than  Captain  Dalgetty  had 
Vet  obs^ed  her  make.  Supposmg  he  should  now 
find  her  ui  a  more  converaible  humour,  he  proceeded 
to  accoet  her. 

"It  is  indubitably  vary  natural  that  vour  ladyship, 
should  be  downcast  at  the  mention  of  inihtary  pre- 
twretkma,  whilk  I  have  observed  to  spread  perturba- 
tion among  women  of  all  nationa^  and  almost  all 
^nditions.  Nevertheless,  Penthesilea,  in  ancient 
timea,  and  alao  Joan  of  Arc,  and  othera,  were  of  a 
OifTerent  kidney.  And,  as  I  have  learned  while  I 
ierred  the  Spaniard,  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  former 
timee  nad  the  leaguer-lass^  who  followed  his  camp 
Biarahalled  into  /er/uw,  (whilk  we  call  regiments,) 
and  offieered  and  commanded  bv  those  of  tndr  own 
fomirJne  gender,  and  regulated  oy  a  commonder-in- 
chie^  called  in  Oerman  Hureweibler,  or,  as  we  would 
iay  vernacularly,  Captain  of  the  Queans.  True  it  is, 
they  were  persona  not  to  be  named  as  paralleled  to 
your  ladyship,  being  such  ^a:  (ptdtJttum  corporUma 
faeUbarU,  as  we  said  of  Jean  Drochielsat  Mareschal- 
OtUege  I  the  same  whom  the  French  term  curtuan- 

fM^  and  we  in  Scottish" 

The  lady  will  spare  you  the  trouble  of  ftirther  ex- 
fOaition,  Captain  Dalgetry,"  said  his  host,  somewhat 
itemly:  to  which  the  clergyman  added,  "that  such 
naoourae  better  befitted  a  watch-tower  guarded  by 
profane  soldiery  than  the  board  of  an  honourable 
person,  and  the  presence  of  a  lady  of  quality." 

*•  Craving  yoin-  pardon,  Domhiie,  or  Doctor,  otif 
vuoeunque  <uio  nomine  gauat$.  for  I  would  nave 
tou  t^  know  I  have  atudied  polite  letters,"  said  the 
pnabashed  envoy,  filling  a  great  cup  of  wme,  "  I  see 
510  ground  for  your  reproof  seeing  I  did  not  speak  of 
iKNW  hsrpt§  perttmtt^  aa  if  their  occupation  or  cha- 
ficter  waa  a  proper  subject  of  conversation  for  this 
^Kiy*a  presence^  but  simply  itar  accidtnay  as  illustra- 
ingikP  matter  m  hmid,  namely,  their  natural  courage 


and  audacity,  much  enhanced,  donhdeaa.  by  fh| 
desperate  cirrumstances  of  their  condition. 

"Cffprain  Doljjrrty,"  said  Sir  Duncan  CampbdL 
••to  break  short  this  riiproursc,  I  must  acquaint  you, 
that  1  have  some  business  to  dispatch  to-night  ia 
order  to  enable  me  to  nde  with  you  lo-morrow  to- 
wards Inverary;  and  therefore" 

"To  ridewnin  this  person  to-morrow  f  exclahned 
hif  lady ;  "  such  connot  be  your  purpose,  Sir  Dun- 
can, unless  you  have  foiKOtten  that  the  morrow  is  a 
sad  anniversary,  and  dedicated  to  as  sad  a  solemnity. ' 

"I  had  not  forgotten,"  answered  Sir  Duncans 
"how  is  it  pospihle  I  can  ever  forget*?  but  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  tinjw  requires  I  should  send  this  ofttfset 
onward  to  Inverary,  without  loss  of  time." 

"Vet,  surely,  not  that  you  should  accompany  hhn 
in  person  ?"  inquired  the  lady. 

*^It  were  better  I  did,"  said  Sir  Duncan;  "yet  I 
can  write  to  the  Marquis,  and  follow  on  the  subse- 
quent day.-Oaptain  Dalgetty,  I  will  dispatch  a  latter 
lor  you,  explaining  to  the  Marquia  of  Argyle  your 
character  and  commission,  with  which  you  wUl  pTeaaa 
to  prepare  to  travel  to  Inverary  aeny  lo-morrow 
morning." 

"Sir  Duncan  Campbell,"  said  Dalgetty,  "I  am 
doubtless  at  your  discretionary  disposal  in  this  mat* 
terj  not  the  Vsa,  I  pray  you  to  remember  the  blot 
which  will  fall  upon  your  own  escutcheon,  if  you  do 
in  anyway  suffer  me,beirw  a  commiaaionate  flag  of 
truce,  to  he  orcumventea  in  this  matter,  whether 
clam^  ri,  vel  precario ;  I  do  not  say  by  your  assent  to 
any  wrong  done  to  me,  but  even  through  absence  d 
any  due  care  on  vour  part  to  prevent  the  same."  ^ 

Vou  are  under  the  safeguard  of  m v  honour,  sir, 
answered  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  "and  that  is  more 
than  a  sufiicient  security.    And  now,"  continued  boi 
rising,  "  1  mu»t  set  the  example  of  retiring." 

Dalgctty  saw  himself  under  the  necessity  of  follow- 
ing the  hmt,  though  the  hour  wos  early;  but,  like  a 
skuful  general,  he  availed  himself  of  every  mstant  of 
delay  which  circumstances  permitted.    "  Trusting  jo 

Sour  honourable  parole,"  said  he,  filling  his  cup,  I 
rink  to  you,  Sir  Duncan,  and  to  the  continuance  of 
your  honourable  house."  A  sigh  from  Sir  Duncan 
was  the  only  reply.—"  Also,  madam,"  said  the  soldier, 
replenishing  tba  ouaigh  with  all  possible  disDOtch, 
"  I  drink  to  your  honourable  health,  ond  Ailniinent 
of  all  your  virtuous  desires— and,  reverend  «•"■,"  ^?9' 
forgetting  to  fit  the  action  to  the  words,)  "I  fill  ihia 
cup  to  the  drowning  of  all  unkindncss  betwixt  voa 
and  Captain  Dalgetty— I  should  say  Moju^-and,  m 
respect  the  fiagon  containa  but  one  cup  more,  1  dnnk 
to  the  health  of  all  honourable  cavafiera  and  brave 
soldados— and,  the  flask  being  empty,  I  am  readyi 
Sir  Duncan,  to  attend  your  functionar>'  or  aentinel  ta 
myplace  of  private  repose."  , 

He  received  a  formal  permiasion  to  retire,  and  a» 
assurance,  that  as  the  wme  seemed  to  be  to  hia  laawt 
another  measure  of  the  same  vintage  ahould  aUarw 
him  preaendy,  in  order  to  soothe  the  houra  of  bis 
solitude. 

No  sooner  had  the  Captain  reached  the  apirtmeat 
than  this  promise  was  mlfillcd ;  and,  in  a  short  ume 
afterwards,  the  added  comforts  of  a  pasty  of  red-deer 
venison  rendered  him  very  tolerant  both  of  confina- 
ment  and  want  of  society.  The  same  domestic,  ■ 
sort  01  chamberiain,  who  placed  this  good  ch^"j 
his  apartment,  delivered  to  Dalgetty  a  packet,  scaija 
and  tied  up  with  a  silken  thread,  according  to  ^ 
custom  of  the  time,  addressed  with  many  iormaol 
respect  Jo  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince,  ArchibaW. 
Maninis  of  Argyle.  Lord  of  Lome,  and  so  forth.  Tb§ 
chamberlain  at  the  same  lime  apprixed  tha  WjJ* 
master,  that  he  must  take  horse  at  an  early  hour  lof 
Inverary.  where  tl^c  pocket  of  Su"  Duncan  would  b^ 
at  once  his  introduction  and  his  paasporL  J^ot  W 
getting  that  it  waa  hia  object  to  collect  rafonnatioa 
as  well  as  to  act  as  an  envoy,  and  deairous,  for  wa 
own  sake,  to  ascertain  Sir  Duncan*a  reasons  w 
sending  him  onward  without  his  personal  aitenaanw 
the  Riit-mosier  inquired  of  the  domeatic.  with  alltm 
precaution  that  hia  experience  auggeeted,  what  wwj 
the  reasons  which  detained  Sir  Duncan  at  home  « 
tho  succeeding  day.    The  man,  who  wa4  from  v* 
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LMtadf^  mM,*'th$X  it  wu  the  habit  of  Sir 
Duncan  aiia  his  lady  to  observe  as  a  day  of  solemn 
fui  and  bumiliatioa  the  aomversary  on  which  their 
castltf  had  been  taken  bv  surprise,  and  their  children, 
to  the  number  of  four,  destroyed  cruelly  by  a  band  of 
Highland  freebooters  during  Sir  Duncan  s  absence 
iHN>a  an  expedition  which  the  Marauis  of  Arnle  had 
vodertakeu  against  the  Macleans  of  the  Isle  of  Mull." 
"Truly,"  said  the  soldier,  "your  lord  and  lady  have 
.uw  cause  for  fast  and  humiliation.  Nevertheless, 
will  venture  to  pronounce,  that  if  he,  had  taken  the 
advice  of  any  experienced  soldier,  having  skill  in  the 


aotmt 
fwOli 


practiques  oi  defending  places  of  advantage,  he  would 
have  built  a  sconce  upon  the  small  hillwhich  is  to 
the  left  of  the  draw-brig^  And  this  I  can  easily 
prove  to  you.  mine  honest  friend ;  for,  holding  that 
pastv  to  be  the  casUe~-What's  your  name,  ihend?" 

"Lurimer,  sir,"  replied  the  man. 

"Here  is  to  your  health,  honest  Lorimer.-*!  say, 
Ijonaier^okhng  that  pasty  to  be  the  main  body  or 
otadel  of  the  place  to  be  defended,  and  taking  the 
J  erected'" 


ipanow-bone  lor  the  sconce  to  be  ereci 

"1  am  sorry,  sir,     said  Lorimer,  inte 

'that  I  cannot  stay  to  hear  the  rest  of 


interrupting  him, 

.  t  of  your  demon- 

Bntion ;  but  the  bell  will  presently  ring.  As  worthy 
Mr.  Graneangowt,  the  Marquis's  own  cnaplmn.  does 
fiunfly  worship,  and  only  seven  of  our  household  out 
of  sixty  persons  understand  the  Scottish  tongue,  it 
would  misbecome  any  one  of  them  to  be  absent,  and 
greatly  prejudice  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  lady. 
There  are  pipes  and  tobacco^  sir,  if  >'ou  please  to 
drink  a  whiff  of  smoke,  and  if  yon  want  any  thing 
dse,  it  shall  be  forthcoming  two  hours  hence,  when 
pravcrs  are  over."  So  saymg,  he  left  the  apartment 
No  sooner  was  he  gonc^  than  the  heavy  toll  of  the 
castle-bcU  sumraonea  its  inhabitants  together;  and 
WIS  answers!  by  the  shrill  clamour  of  the  females, 
mixed  with  the  deeper  tones  of  the  men,  as^  talking 
Etrse  at  the  top  of  their  throats,  they  humed  fVom 
(fifierent  quarters  by  a  long  but  narrow  gallery, 
which  served  as  a  communication  to  many  rooms, 
tttd,  among  others,  to  that  in  which  Captain  Dal- 

Sly  was  stationed.  There  they  go  as  if  they  were 
lUng  to  the  roll-call,  thought  the  soldier  to  hun- 
f;  if  they  a!!  attend  the  parade,  I  will  look  out, 
take  a  mouthful  of  fresh  air^  and  make  mine  own  ob- 
•erraiions  on  the  practicabilities  of  this  place. 

Accordingly,  when  all  was  quiet,*  he  opened  his 
thamber-door,  and  prepared  to  leave  it,  when  he  saw 
hb  friend  with  the  axe  advancing  towards  him  from 
the  distant  end  of  the  gdlery,  naif  whistling,  half 
bumming,  a  Gaelic  tune.  To  have  shown  any  want 
of  confidence,  would  have  been  at  once  impolitic,  and 
unbecoming  his  military  character;  so  the  Captain, 
putting  the  best  face  upon  his  situation  he  could, 
whistled  a  Swedish  retreat,  in  a  tone  still  louder 
than  the  notes  of  his  sentinelj  and  retreating  pace 
by  pace,  with  an  air  of  indifllerence,  as  if  his  only 
imrpose  had  been  to  breathe  a  little  fresh  air,  be  shut 
[he  door  in  the  face  of  his  guiutl,  when  the  fellow 
hid  approached  within  a  few  paces  cff  him. 
.  It  is  very  well,  thought  the  Ritt-master  to  himself; 
oe  anmits  my  parole  by  putting  guards  upon  me,  for, 
•  we  used  to  say  at  Mareschal-Collcge,  Jidei  eijidu* 
da  fuai  rtlativa  ;•  and  if  he  does  not  trust  my  word, 
Ido  not  see  how  I  am  bound  to  keep  it,  if  any  motive 
i^ld  occur  for  ray  desiring  to  depart  froai  it.  Surely 
tat  moral  obligation  of  the  parole  is  relaxed,  in  as  fair 
M  physical  force  is  substituted  instead  thereo£ 

*  Tlw  wilHanr  dikii  of  ttM  tioiM  Mfwd  apon  4«p«iKlendM  of 
ssaMV***^  oallod  tlmn.  with  aJI  Um  OMCaphjwical  »rru- 
■B<«tioa  of  eiviliaM.  or  •cnout  divines. 

Th*  Bnflich  ofl^Mf.  to  whom  Sir  Jamet  Turner  wai  pHmmmt 
Mer  th«  root  tt  Uttoxeter,  drmAnded  hit  uarule  of  honour  not 
(•f*  kofMid  th«  waib  of  Hall  without  liberty.  **  He  broarht 
Mlhe MOMM*  liimaelf.^f  told  him  I  wo* ready  to  do  m>,  pro- 
**M  be  removed  his  guards  from  roe,  for  Jldti  «t  Jliweia  Mwa 


:ssi 
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;  and,  if  he  took  mf  word  for  mr  fldelitr,  I 

to  trust  it.  otherwise,  it  was  needteas  for  him  lb  seek  it, 


M'  n  veie  fur  oie  to  ffive  tt ;  and  tlwrrfoco  I  bosooclied  liim 
•tfW*  to  f*"*^  tKVMt  to  my  word,  which  I  would  not  break,  or 
b«  t»wn  fOftnls.  who  I  suppn^d  would  not  deceive  hiiu.  In 
(Ms  manoer  I  dealt  with  mm.  because  I  knew  hira  to  be  a  scho- 
i«'*'-ninwr^  ttemotn,  p.  89  The  Knfflish  ottoer  aHowed 
tM  soaaftti  of  the  leasonuiK :  but  that  concise  reasooer._Ciom' 
*NI,  mtoa  put  an  end  to  tke  dilemma: 
tM  tvtt  hi«  parole,  or  t»e  laid  la  uunSi** 
VeuUi. 


'  Sir  Jaoies  Tufoer 


T  in  t))e  metasliyqeBl  m" 
1  from  the  vigilance  of  nit 
sentinel  Ritt-master  Dalgett^r  retired  to^  his  apan- 
i|ient,  where,  amid  the  theoretical  calculations  of  tac- 
tics, and  the  occasional  more  practical  attacks  on  tho. 
flask  and  pasty,  he  consumed  the  evening  until  it  wa4 
time  to  go  to  repoaa  He  was  summoned  by  Lorimet 
at  break  of  day,  who  gave  him  to  understand,  that| 
when  he  had  broken  his  fast,  for  which  he  proiduced, 
ample  materials,  his  gmde  and  horse  were  m  attend- 
ance for  his  journey  to  Inverary.  After  complying 
with  the  hospitable  hint  of  the  chamberlain,  ih^ 
soldier  proceeded  to  take  hdrse.  In  passin^^  through 
the  apartments,,  he  observed  that  domestics  wera 
busily  employed  in  hanging  the  great  hall  with  black 
cloth,  a  ceremony  whiciL  he  said,  he  had  seen  prac- 
tised when  the  immortal  Gustavus  Adolphus  lay  in. 
state  in  the  Castle  of  Wolgast  and  which,  therefore 
he  opined,  was  a  testimonial  of  the  strictest  and  deep-* 
est  mourning.  ' 

When  Dalgetty  mounted  his  steed^  he  found  him* 
self  attended,  or  nerhaps  guarded,  by  five  or  six  Camp- 
bells, well  armed,  commanded  by  ons,  who,  from  tho 
target  at  his  shouhler,  and  the  short  cock's  feather  in 
his  bonnet,  as  well  as  from  the  state  which  he  took 
upon  himself^  claimed  the  rank  of  a  DunniewasseJ, 
or  clansman  of  superior  mnk ;  and  irkdeed,  from  his 
dignitt  of  deportment,  eould  not  stand  in  a  DK>re  dis* 
lant  degree  of  relationship  to  Sir  Dtmcan,  than  that 
of  tenth  or  twelfth  cousin  at  farthest  But  it  was  im* 
possible  to  extract  positive  information  on  this  or  anf 
other  subject,  inaimiuch  as  neither  this  commander^ 
nor  any  of  his  party,  spoke  English.  The  Captain 
rode,  and  his  military  attendants  walked ;  but  such'  • 
was  their  acyvity,  and  so  numerous  the  impediment*' 
which  the  namre  of  the  road  presented  to  the  eques- 
trian mode  of  travelling,  that  far  from  being  retarded 
by  the  slowness  of  their  pace,  bis  difficulty  was  rather 
in  keeping  up  %vith  his  guides.  He  observed  that  they 
occaewnally  watched  him  with  a  sharp  eye,  as  if  the/ 
were  jealous  of  some  effort  to  escape;  and  once,  at 
he  lingered  behind  at  crossing  a  brook,  one  of  the  gil- 
lies b^n  to  blow  the  match  of  his  piece,  grving  him 
to  imderstand  that  he  would  nm  Some  risk  in  case  of 
an  attempt  to  part  company.  Dalgetty  did  not  augur 
much  good  from  the  close  watch  thus  maintained 
upon  his  person;  but  there  was  no  remedy,  for  an  at- 
tempt to  escape  from  his  attendants  iif  an  impervioiir 
and  unknown  countrv,  would  have  been  little  short 
of  insanity.  He  therefore  plodded  patiently  on  throiigh 
a  waste  and  savage  wilderness,  treading  paths  i^'hich 
were  only  known  to  the  shepherds  und  cattle-drivers,' 
andpassing  with  much  more  of  discomfort  than  satis- 
facnon  many  of  those  sublime  comi:>  nations  of  moun- 
tainous scenery  which  now  draw  visiters  from  every 
corner  of  England,  to  feast  their  evef  upon  Highlana 
grandeur,  and  mortifytheirpalatesupon  Highlandfare. 

At  length  they  arrived  on  the  soutnem  verge  of  that* 
noble  lake  upon  which  Inverary  is  situated;  and  a 
bugle,  which  the  Dunniewassel  winded  till  rock  ana 
greenwood  rung,  aerved  as  a  signal  to  a  weW-manned- 
galley,  which,  starting  from  a  creek  where  it  lay  con* 
cenlra,  received  the  party  on  boar6,  mcludhig  Gusta- 
vus; which  sagacious  quadruped,  an  exi>erienced  trti* 
veller  both  by  water  and  land,  walked  in  and  out  o# 
the  boat  with  the  discretion  of  a  Christian. 

Embarked  on  the  bosom  of  Loch  F  ne.  Captain  Dal- 
getty  might  have  admn«l  one  of  the  griinifest  sceneir 
which  nature  afforda  He  might  jave  r^ticed  the 
rival  rivers  Aray  and  Shiray,  which  -ay  tribute  to  tho 
lake,  each  issuing  from  its  own  dara  and  wooded  rev 
treat.  He  might  nave  mayked,  on  tne  soft  and  gently 
slope  that  ascends  from  the  shores,  the  noble  old 
(Gothic  castle,  with  its  varied  outline,  embattled  walls, 
towers,  and  outer  and  inner  courts,  which,  so  fisir  at 
the  picturesque  is  concerned,  presented  an  aspecf 
mucn  more  striking  than  the  present  massive  antf 
uniform  mansion.  'He  might  have  admired  thosft 
dark  woods  which  for  many  a  mile  Snirounded  tnia 
strong  and  princely  dwelling,  and  his  eye  might  hav« 
dwelt  on  the  picturesque  peak  of  Duniquoich,  startinif 
abruptly  from  the  lake,  and  raising  its  scathed  liro^ 
into  the  mists  of  mtddle  sky,  while  a  solitary  waieh- 
tower,  perched  on  its  top  like  an  eagle's  nem,  gav^ 
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diznitv  to  the  srenc  by  awakening  a  sense  of  pos- 
iihlf  HaMjipr.  All  ihctw,  and  every  oiher  accompani- 
ment of  iliifl  nobie  scene.  Captain  Dalgetty  might 
have  marked,  if  he  had  betn  so  minded.  Bui,  to 
confV'FH  tlif  truth,  the  {rallant  Captain,  who  had  eaten 
DOthiii;;  since  daybreak,  was  chiefly  interested  by 
the  srtiuke  which  ascendeil  from  the  castle  chimnuys, 
and  tiio  expi'Ctationx  which  this  fl(.-enicd  to  warrant 
of  hi:«  encountering;  an  ahiindant  stock  of  pruvant, 
ail  he  w.-id  wont  to  call  supplies  uf  this  nature. 

Thf  boat  swm  npproachod  the  ru^ucfi  pier,  which 
abutii-d  into  the  locti  from  the  little  town  of  Invora- 
ry,  then  a  rude  ass^mhla^eof  hiits.  with  a  ver}'  f«;w 
Blonc  mansions  inlerspersetl,  »«lrL*ichins  upwards  from 
the  hanks  of  Loch  Fme  to  the  princ;p»l  gate  of  the 
castle,  before  which  a  s'-enc  presented  itself  that 
miffhl  easily  have  quelled  a  less  stout  heart,  and  tumeti 
a  more  delicate  stomach,  than  thi>se  of  Ritt-master 
Diuaid  Dulgetty,  titular  of  Drumthwacket. 


CHAPTER    XII. 

Fiir  el'iiMr  dctfiffniand  rriMikcfl  riiii'it<>|ii,  ftl 
Kuniri>»ii)t.  lioid.  and  iiirliuifiil  <if  wit, 
i:i«4i|«-!t<.  uilAvM  III  ;iriiifi|i'p  find  i>|.iri*, 
III  iKiwcr  uiip.eiuwd.  itiimn«>nl  in  iU^gnr^. 

AbMlom  and  AcAiiepkeL 

The  vi]lai»e  of  Inverary,  now  a  neat  coimiry  town, 
then  partook  of  tlie  rudeness  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, in  the  miserable  appearance  of  the  houses  and 
the  irregularity  of  the  uiipavefl  street.  But  a  strong- 
er and  more  tiirriblo  characteristic  of  the  period  ap- 
peared in  the  market-place,  which  was  a  space  of 
i!T««ular  width,  half  way  betwixt  the  harlMUir  or  pier, 
an'filit;  frowning  cattle-gate,  which  terminated  with 
its  fcloomv  archway,  portcidhs.  and  flankers,  tliu  iii>- 
p'.-r  eid  «»r  the  vista.  3Iu]way  this  space  was  erected 
a  rui!(  :;ihbet,  on  which  hung  five  deud  bodies,  two 
of  wliicii  from  their  dress  sttemrd  to  have  been  Lov/- 
landiTs.  and  the  other  three  corpses  were  muffled  in 
tlieir  Flighland  plaids.  Two  or  three  wunien  sate 
under  the  -.^allows,  who  st^-meri  to  be  niourning,  and 
smifin;;  the  curonach  of  the  deeeaMKl  in  a  low  voicu. 
Bui  the  spK-ciacle  was  apparently  of  loo  onlinary  oc- 
currence to  have  much  interest  for  the  inhabitants  at 
large,  who.  while  they  thronge<l  to  lijok  at  the  military 
figure.  1  he  horse  of  au  unusual  size,  and  the  burnished 
panoply  of  f -apiain  Dalsetty.  seemed  to  bestow  no 
attention  whatever  on  tlie  pitinius  spectacle  which 
their  own  market -place  af  Forded. 

The  envoy  of  Montrose  was  not  quite  so  indifferent ; 
and,  hearing  a  wunl  or  two  of  English  escape  from  a 
Highlander  of  decent  appearamre,  he  immediately 
halted  Gnstavus  and  addressed  liini.  ''The  Provost- 
Marshal  ha!«  been  busy  here,  my  friend.  May  I  crave 
of  you  what  thcMe  delinquents  have  In-cn  just  i  Med  for?" 

He  I'luked  towards  (he  uibl>et  as  hesiMike;  and  tlie 
Gael,  rnnipn  bending  his  meaning  rather  by  his  action 
than  iiiH  wordti.  iuinnidintely  reiiUed,  *'Tiiiree  gentle- 
men cntcrauSj—Ood  sain  ciiem  (cr«)ssing  himself)— 
"twa  Sassenach  hits  o'  bodies,  that  wadua  do  Brmic- 
thing  that  MCallnm  Morv  bade  them;"  and  nirning 
from  Dalgetty  with  an  air  of  indiirert.hce,  away  he 
walked,  staying  no  further  queniion. 

DaUcity  shiug^eii  his  8h<»ulders  and  procee«1rd.  for 
Sir  Duncan  Campbcirs  tenth  or  twelfth  cousin  had 
alr^adv  shown  some  si:;ns  of  impatience. 

At  i\c  gate  of  the  castle  another  terrible  spectacle 
of  fi'iid,il  power  awaiird  him.  Within  a  e^ioekade  or 
pilifiaiio.  which  seemed  lately  to  have  been  addi^  to 
toe  dtfencis  of  the  gate,  iiihI  which  wan  iiroteried  by 
two  pit-ces  of  lii;ht  artilliTy,  wao  a  small  enclosure. 
^^'u^^T^'  y!o.).I  a  hugehhiek,  on  which  hiv  an  a.\e.  Botli 
Wi  pt  siiK-an.-d  with  recent  IiUhmI.  anil  a  qiuintiiy  of 
faw  dust  streweti  around,  partlv  n>tain(HJ  and  partly 
ohliterateil  the  marks  of  a  vi-ry  fsie  execution. 

As  Daigeitv  look«*d  on  ihi*:  iu'wohirct  of  terror,  liis 

iiniicipnl  guide  suddenly  twitched  iiim  by  the  skirt  (»f 

his  it  rkin,  and  having  thus  artrai*te>i  his  attention, 

winkni  ant\  p««inted  with  hi;?  finger  to  a  pole  fixi.il  on 

!/ff  f-rorkn'if,  wliirb  Mipfyortfl  n  human  head,  In-ing 

tJi.i/.  f/'wh/losti.  ttCthe  h fff  i a/PrtT.    There  wa*  a  \eeT 

««•  UivHii^Uaiidtir'a  tace,  aa  (M^qointul  to  lUiafihaslly 


I  spectacle,  which  ser»med  to  his  fellow-traveller  omi 
'  iiiMis  of  nothing  good. 

;     Daigetty  disniiMinTi?d  from  his  liorsc  at  thegatewi; 
and  Ciustavun  was  taken  from  him  without  hisbein 
permitted  to  attend  him  to  the  stable,  according  to  h 
I  cusrnm. 

This  gave  the  soldier  a  pani?  which  the  appsrah 
'  of  death  hnd  not  wnvev*-*!.— "Poor  f4usiavusr'  M 
'  he  to  himself,  "if  any  thing  but  cix>d  hapi^.-nsto  m 
^  I  hnd  better  have  left  him  at  Dnrnhnvarach  ihi 
'  brmight  him  here  amonif  thew  HiL'hland  salvaji 
i  who  scarce  know  the  head  of  a  horse  from  his  ta 


But  duty  must  part  a  man  from  his  nearest  aiiddei 


est— 

'  When  the  cannuiM  arc  roaring,  lad<,  and  t^ie  eoloon  a 

flymir. 
The  l.-idi  that  M^k  Imnmjr  mifrl  netprfcnr  djirtr; 
Tlii-n^iuut  fa\iilii-iii.  Ii-t  UA  tml  uur  hrave  ini'ii'  in. 
Anti  tiffin  fur  Uie  Uiii>i<d  niiu  tlif  bald  kine  of  tiwL-den.'" 

Thus  silencing  his  apprehensions  with  the  bnt-end 
a  military  ballad,  he  lollowcd  his  guide  into  a  son 
guard-roum  filled  with  armed  Highlanders.  It  w 
intimated  to  him  that  he  must  remain  here  r.ntilh 
arrival  was  comnuimcatr-d  to  the  31araiiis.  To  mil 
thiscommuiiicalion  the  moreintcUi^Mhle,  t'tedotifsh 
Captain  gave  to  the  Dunniewa.«w.l  Sir  Duncan  Com; 
bell's  pn<"ket,  desiring,  as  well  as  he  c<julrl.  by  sign 
that  it  »--lii)uld  he  delivered  into  the  Mar(|uis'i  o« 
hand.    His  guide  iiod(!>  d,  and  withdrew. 

The  Captain  was  lel'i  about  half  an  hour  in  th 
plac^,  to  endure  w:ih  iiidilTercnce,  or  return  wit 
sconi,  the  iiuiuisitive.  and,  at  the  same  time,  \\ 
inimical  glances  of  tne  armed  Gael,  (o  Mhom  h 
exterior  and  muipage  were  as  much  subject  of  cm 

'  osity,  as  his  i>erstin  ami  country  seemt<l  matter  i 
dislike.  All  ihi4  he  bore  with  military  nonehalane 
until,  at  the  expiration  of  the  abo%'c  period,  a  penu 
dressf'd  in  black  velvet,  and  wearing  a  srold  chain  li| 

.  a  modern  magistrate  of  Edinburgli,  but  who  wasii 
fact,  steward  of  the  household  to  the  Man|uis  i 
Argyte,  entered  the  apartment,  and  inviieti,  withn 
lenm  gravity,  the  Captain  to  follow  him  to  his  niu 
tur's  preseiure. 

The  suite  of  apartments  through  which  he  pasfn 
were  filled  with  attendants  or  visiters  of  various  di 
scriptions,  dispositl,  p^'rhaps,  wirh  si.mie  osteutatioi 
in  onier  to  impress  the  ciivov  of  Montrose  with  i 
idea  of  the  superior  power  and  magnificence  lieloaj 
ing  to  the  rival  housf.>  of  .\rg)ic..  One  anteroom  va 
filled  with  latxjueys,  arrayini  in  brown  and  yellow,  tb 
colours  of  the  tainily.  who.  rangi*d  in  double  file,  gUK 
in  silence  upon  Captain  Dalsetty  us  he  pass<-d  heiwij 
their  ranks.  .Viioiher  wasocreupied  by  Highland  gel 
tlemen  and  chiefs  of  small  branches,  who  were  ami 
sing  themselves  with  ch»rss,  backgammon,  and  otbi 
games,  which  they  scarce  intermitted  to  gaze  wit 
curiosity  upon  the  strauiser.  A  third  was  filial  wit 
I<owlaiid  gentlemen  and  oflicers,  who  seemed  altoi 
attendance';  and,  lastly,  the  presi.-nce-chamlierof  tli 
Maruuis  hims«lf  showed  him  attended  by  a  lew 
which  markefj  his  high  importance. 

This  apartment,  the  folding  doors  of  which  ve 
opened  for  the  reception  of  Captain  Daigetty,  wai 
long  gallery,  di-corated  with  ta[>estry  and  family  rfli 
trails,  and  having  a  vaulted  ceiling  of  open  woff 
work,  the  MCtreme  nmiections  of  tne  beams  brio 
richly  carvi^  and  gilfled.  The  gallery  was  lighted  b 
huii;  hmeeolatfd  Gothic  <rascments,  divided  by  hes* 

I  shafts,  and  fillefi  wiili  paiiiinl  oriass,  whcrv  tlie  tat 

:  beams  glimmcrtd  dimly  through  hoars'-heads,  m 
galleys,  and  batons,  and  swonis,  armorial  heafiitf 
of  the  iH)werful  house  of  .An,'yle,  and  emblem!*  of  ta 
high  heniiiiarv  oHici-s  of  Justiciary  of  Scutland,  «B 
Master  of  the  Royal  Household,  which  ihi  y  lonfiet 
joyc  I.  At  the  upiv-r  »'nd  of  this  magnificent  eilJj 
stood  the  Marrpiis  himself,  the  centre  of  a  snlendj 

I  eirelfof  Highland  and  Lowland  seiitlemen,  all  ricU 
dre^sHl,  among  whom  were  iwoor  thrwof  thecler^ 
( nlhvl  in,  p<Thaps,  to  be  witnesses  of  his  lordship 
zeal  for  tl«e  Covenant. 

I  The  Mapjuis  hims.-lf  was  dressiHi  in  the  ft^^JJ 
of  the  p-riod,  which  VHnd>ke  has  so  often  painW 
\m\  \\\*  V\a\n\  Wv\s  sob'T  and  uniform  in  colour  an 

\  xati\ei  hcti  \X\au  %.m  *  ^\ft^»i\.^wa»\iuuua  iunowto 


^xm 


t  the 


•DM  of  oiM  ftegueDtly  engageaia  th«  oomidiirMKm 
of  imptrtwit  ftffain«  and  who  faaamcqoirad,  by  Wag 
habit,  an  air  of  gravity  and  mystery,  which  h«  can* 
JMi  aMlifr  off  even  ^here  thoreia  nothing  t«  be  eon^ 
cealeo.  The  caet  wufa  hia  eyaa,  whioh  had  procun^ 
Mm  in  cbetii^hlandi  the  nickatinwog  &itt«ipte  Qm- 
mach  (or  the  grim,)  was  leas  pereeptibie  when  he 
loaked  dovaWard.  which  t^arharaa^as  one  cause  of 
aia  hating  adopted  that  habit  In  person,  he  was  tall 
aadtliin«  bst  not  without  that  digni^  of  deportment 
jtad  manner  which  became  hta  nigh  rank.  Some- 
thing  there  was  cold  in  his  address,  and  atnister  in 
his  look,  al^KHigh  he  spoke  and  bebeTed  with  the 
analgraoaof  •  man  of- sueh  i|ualtty.  He  waa  adored 
by  hia  own  cbn,  whose  advancement  he  had  greatly 
studied,  althodgfa  he  waa  m  propartjon  distrkad  by 
the  Highlanders  of  other  septs,  some  of  whom  he 
had  already  stripped  of  (heir  PoasesiAoDs,  while  bthere 
conceived  themselveo  in  aan||er  from  his  fiitiife 
ichemeav  end  all  dreaded  the  htogfat  to  which  he  was 
elevated. 

We  have  already  noticed,  that  in  displaying  him- 
«lf  amidat  his  councillers,  his  ofRoera  of  trie  house- 
hold, and  his  train  of  vaaaals.  alliea,  and  dependents, 
the  Marquis  of  Argyie  probaoly  wished  to  make  an 
mpreasion  on  the  nervous  system  of  Captain  Dagsld 
Dalgstty.  Bat  that  doughty  nsrson  had  fought  his 
way,  in  one  department  or  atiotner^.through  the  great- 
IT  part  of  the  Thirty  Yeare'  War  in  Gtermany,  a  pe- 
nod  when  a  brave  an4  aucceasful  aoklier  was  a  com- 
panion for  princes.  The  King  of  Sweden,  and,  after 
Us  example,  even  the  haughty  Princes  of  the  Em- 
pire, had  ibund  themaelves  fotn,  frequently  to  com- 
9oand  with  their  dignity,  and  siloioe,  when  they  could 
not  satirfy,  the  pecuniary  claims  of  their  sokliera,  by 
admitting  them  to  unusual  prrvileges  and  familiarity. 
Captain  Du^ald  Dalgetty  had  it  to  boast,  that  he  had 
sate  with  pnnces  at  feasts  made  fbr  monirchs,  and 
tbsrsfore  waa  not  ^^person  to  be  brow-beat  even  by 
the  dignity  which  surrounded  M'Callum  More.  In- 
tieed,  be  was  naturally  by  no  means  the  most  modest 
laaa  in  the  world,  but  on  the  contrary,  had  so  good 
an  opinion  of  himselt,  that  into  whatever  company 
he  chanced  to  be  thrown,  he  was  always  proportion- 
alty  elevated  in  his  own  conceit ;  so  that  he  felt  as 
nmch  at  ease  in  the  most  exalted  society  as  among 
his  own  ordinary  companione.  In  this  high  opinion 
of  his  own  rank,  he  was  greatly  fortified  by  his  ideas 
^  of  the  military  profession,  which,  in  his  phrase,  made 
a  valiant  cavalier  a  camarado  to  an  emperor. 

When  introduced,  thereforej  into  the  Marquis's 
presence-chamber,  he  advanced  to  the  upper  end  with 
in  air  of  more  confidence  than  grace,  and  would 
have  gone  t^ose  up  to  Argyle's  person  before  speak- 
IBC,  had  not  the  latter  waved  his  hand,  as  a  signal 
10  him  to  stop  short  Capuin  Dalgetty  did  so  ac- 
conlingly,  and  having  made  his  mihtary  congee  with 
easy  eonftdence,  he  thus  accosted  the  Marquis :  **  Give 
you  good  morrow,  my  lord— or  rather  I  should  say. 
9ood  even ;  Beao  a  tuUd  lot  manos,  as  the  Spaniard 
aafs." 

^Who  are  you,  sir,  and  what  is  jour  business  T* 
demanded  theManiois,  m  a  tone  which  was  intended 
lo  interrupt  the  offensive  familiarity  of  the  soldier. 

"That  IS  a  fiiir  interrogafive,  my  lord,**  answered 
Dalgetty,  **  which  I  shall  forth^th  answer  as  be- 
comes a  cavalier,  and  that  perempiorie^  as  we  used  to 
lar  at  Maresehal-College.'^ 

^•8ee  who  or  what  he  is,  Neal,"  said  the  Marquis 
sternly  to  a  gentleman  who  stood  near  him. 

**I  will  sains  the  honourable  gentleman  the  labour 
of  tnvestigntion,'*  CfHitioued  the  Captain.  "I  am 
Dogsld  Dalgetty,  of  Dramthwacket,  that  should  be, 
bie  Ritt-maater  in  various  services,  and  now  Major 
of  I  know  not  what  or  whose  rtsgiment  of  Irishes: 
and  1  am  come  with  a  flag  of  tpjce  from  a  high  and 
9o«crAd  loTtl,  James,  Earl  of  Montrose,  ana  other 
noble  peiaons  now  in  arms  far  his  Majesty.  And  so, 
^oA  save  King  Charles !" 

"Do  you  know  where  you  are,  and  the  danger  of 

miying  with  us,  sir,    again  demanded  the  Marquis, 

tha^vou  Tv^f  to  me  as  if  I  were  a  child  or  a  fool  7 

IheEiri  of  Moncn*8e  is  with  the  Snghsh  maHgnants;  i 


aVHr  J  tuipact  yoQlihBl*Mic  <l^l«Mflf^4wlt'^1^S|ttttl^ 
who  are  come  into  this  country  fo  bum  and  slay,  aa 
tiey  did  under  8ir  Phelim  (KNsaK" 

''^My  lord,"  implied  Oaptain  DalgaMv,  '^I  am  tto 
rsnegada  though  a  Majdr  of  Iriam^^  for  which  I 
might  rarer  your -lordship  to  the  invincible  Oastarrtia 
Adolphua  thie  Lion  of  the  North,  f«  Bannier,  to  Ot- 
•anstiern,  to  the  warlike  Duke  of  Saxe  Weimnr,  Tillyi 
Wallenstein,  FioColomini.  and  other  great  captaina, 
both  dead  and  living;  and  touching  the  noble  Karl  of 
Montrose,  1  pray  ydnr  lordship  to  peruae  theae  my 
foil  powere  fyr  treating  with  you  in  tb«  name  of  that 
right  honourable  comntander." 

The  Marquis  looked  sti^htingly  at  the  signed  and 
sealed  paper  which  Oaptam  Dalgetty  handed  to  him, 
and  throwing  it  with  contempt  upon  a  taWe,  aaked 
, those  arouncf  him  what  he  deserved  who  came  as 
'the  avowed  envoy  vnd  agent  of  malignant  traitors, 
in  aitns  again«t  the  stated 

'*A  high  gallows  snd  a  short  shrift;"  waa  the 
ready  answer  ctf  one  of  the  byatandiere. 

"  I  will  crave  of  that  honourable  cavalier  wlio  hath 
last  spokeit,"  said  Dalgetty,  '*  to  be  less  hasty  m 
forming  hia  coneluaiona,  and  also  of  your  lordship  to 
be  cautelous  in  adopting  (he  same,  in  respect  such 
threats  are  to  be  held  out  only  to  base  bisognos,  and 
not  to  men  of  spirit  and  acnon,  who  are  bound  to 
peril  themseltes  as  freely  in  services  of  this  nature, 
as  upon  sieges,  battles,  or  onshiiights  of  any  sort. 
And  albeit  I  nave  not  with  me  a  trumpet  or  a  white 
flag,  in  respect  our  armv  is  not  yet  eqiiipped  with  iu 
full  appointments,  yet  the  honourable  cavaliers  ana 
yonr  lordship  must  concede  unto  me,  that  the  sanctity 
of  an  envoy  whocottieth  on  matter  of  tnice  oi*  parte, 
consisteth  not  in  the  fhnfare  of  a  trumpet,  whilk  is 
but  a  sound,  or  in  the  flap  of  a  white  flag,  whilk  ia 
but  an  old  rag  in  itself,  but  in  the  confidence  reposed 
by  the jparty  sending,  and  the  party  sent  i^  the  ho- 
nour of^  those  to  whom  the  messa^  is  to  be  carried, 
and  their  l\ill  reliance  that  they  will  respect  the  ^ 
genHum^  as  weel  as  the  law  of  arms,  in  the  person 
of  the  commissionate." 

**  You  are  not  come  hither  to  lecture  us  upon  the 
law  of  arms,  sir,"  said  the  Marouis,  "which  neither 
does  nor  can  apply  to  rebels  and  instn-gents ;  hut  to 
sufTer  the  penalty  of  your  insolence  and  folly  for 
bringing  a  traitorotw  message  to  the  Lord  Justice 
General  of  Scotland,  whose  duty  calls  upon  him  to 
pimish  such  an  offence  with  death.**  . 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  the  Captain,  who  began  mneu 
to  dislike  the  turn  which  his  mission  seemed  about 
to  take,  **  I  pray  you  to  remember,  that  the  Eart  of 
Montrose  will  hold  you  and  yoiu*  possessions  liable 
for  whatever  injury  my  person,  or  my  horse,  shall 
sustain  by  these  unseemly  proceedings,  and  that  he 
will  be  justified  in  executing  retributive  vengeance  on 
your  persons  and  possessions." 

This  menace  was  received  with  a  scomfhl  laugh, 
while  one  of  the  Campbells  replied,  "  It  is  a  far  cry 
to  Lochow;**  a  proverbial  expression  of  the  iribt, 
meaning  that  their  ancient  hereditary  domains  lay  be- 
yond the  reach  of  an  invading  enemy.  "  But  gentle- 
men,'* further  urged  the  unfortunate  Captain,  who 
was  unwilling  to  be  condemned,  without  at  least  the 
benefit  of  a  futt  hearing,  "  although  it  Is  not  for  m^ 
to  say  how  far  it  may  be  to  Lochow,  in  respect  I  ant 
a  stranger  to  these  parts,  yet,  what  is  more  to  the 
purpose,  I  trust  you  will  admit  that  I  have  the  gua- 
rantee of  an  honourable  gentleman  of  Vourown  name- 
Sir  Duncan  Campbell  of  Ardenvohr,  for  my  safety  on 
this  mission}  and  I  prey  you  to  observe,  that  in 
breaking  the  truce  towards  me,  you  wilt  highly  pra- 
judicate Ilia  honour  and  fair  fame." 

This  seemed  to  be  new  information  to  maiiy  of  Ihe 
gentlemen,  for  they  spoke  aside  with  each  other,  aivi 
the  Marquis*s  face,  notwithstanding  his  power  ot 
suppressing  all  external  signs  of  his  passions,  showec 
imoatience  and  vexation. 

"  Does  Sir  Duncan  of  Ardenvohr  pledge  his  honour 
for  this  person's  safety,  tny  lord  T  said  one  of  tl^ 
compLny,  addressing  the  Marquis. 

"  I  do  not  believe  it,"  answered  the  Marquis  j  "bal 
I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  read  his  letter.'* 

*"  We  wm  pray  your  lo'driiin  to  do  bo,*'  gtid  aiuy 
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ther  of  the  CampbcSln ;  "  our  name  most  not  auifpr 
discredit  throutfh  the  means  of  such  a  fellow  as  tliia." 

"  A  di-ad  fly,  sai  i  a  clergyman,  "  makeih  the  oiot- 
nrnai  uf  the  apothecary  to  stink." 

"  ileverend  air/'  ^aid  Captain  Dalgeity,  "  in  re- 
spect of  the  use  to  bt:  derived,  I  forKive  vou  the  un- 
aavourineaa  of  your  compariMn ;  and  also  remit  to 
the  gentleman  in  the  red  bonnet,  the  disparaKine 
epiihi't  oi  fellow  which  he  hae  discoiirieousiy  applied 
10  me,  who  am  no  way  to  Im  disiinfi^itihed  hy  the 
sntue,  iinleaa  in  so  far  as  I  have  bi-cn  called  fullow- 
iMildier  by  the  fnx'at  Guntaviia  Adolphus,  the  Lion  of 
the  Nortn,  and  other  choice  commaiidurs,  both  in 
Geriunny  and  the  Low  Counlrivs.  But,  touching  Sir 
Duncan  Campbeila  guarantee  of  my  safety,  I  will 
B^agu  mr  lif<>  upon  his  making  my  words  uooa  there- 
anent,  when  he  comes  hither  to-morrow."^ 

"  If  Sir  Duncan  be  soon  expectL-d,  my  Lord,"  said 
one  of  the  iiitercc«iTU)rM,  "  it  would  be  a  pity  to  an- 
ticipate matters  with  ihia  poor  man." 

•'Boaidos  that,*'  said  another,  "your  lordship— I 
speak  with  reverence— should,  at  leaHt,  consult  the 
kniffht  of  Ardenvohr's  letter,  and  learn  the  terms  on 
which  iliis  Major  Dal^eity,  as  he  calls  himaelC  lias 
bei-n  aent  hither  by  him.'' 

They  closed  around  (he  Manjuis,  and  converaed 
together  in  a  low  tone,  both  in  Gaelic  and  En^litih. 
Tiie  patriarchal  power  of  the  Chiefs  waa  very  ureat, 
and  that  of  the  .Murquin  of  Aritylf,  ariiu«l  with  all 
his  grants  of  iiereuiCtry  Juriikiiciiun,  waa  particularly 
abiK>lnle.  But  tiure  mierlerea  some  check  of  one 
kind  or  othur  tven  in  the  most  despotic  ifovt-rnment. 
That  which  miii^ari.'d  thn  power  ol  ilie  Celtic  Chiefs, 
was  the  netu^ssiiy  which  ihcy  lay  under  of  conctlia- 
tinu  the  kinsmen,  who,  under  them,  led  out  the  lower 


nn.  so  deranging  the  Captain's  dfMent  tin  h 
idered  forwnrd,  and  finally  frll  upon  his  isn^ 
and  kiicea  on  the  door  of  a  damp  arid  stoneimwd 
dungeon. 

When  Onlgetty  had  recovered,  his  first  demand  wm 
to  know  over  whom  he  had  stumbled. 

"  He  was  a  man  a  month  since,"  answered  a  hoUow 
and  broken  voice. 

"  And  what  is  he  now,  then,"  said  Dalgctty,  ''that 
he  thinks  it  fitting  to  lie  upon  the  lowest  stti)  of  thi 
staifH)  and  clew'd  up  hke  a  hurehin,  that  honourable 
cavuhers,  who  chance  to  be  in  trouble,  may  bRik 
their  noscs  over  him  ?" 

"  What  is  he  now?"  replied  the  same  voice;  "he 
ia  a  wretched  trunk,  from  which  the  boughs  han 
one  by  one  been  lopped  away,  and  which  cares  liitli 
how  soon  it  ia  torn  up  and  hewed  into  bUlets  ior  thi 
furnace." 

**  Friend,"  said  Dalgettv,  "  I  am  sorry  for  yoa ;  btf 
patiema,  as  the  Spaniard  says.  If  vou  had  but  beat 
as  quiet  as  a  log,  as  you  call  yourself,  I  should  hawi 
siivi'd  some  excoriations  on  my  hands  and  knees." 

*'You  are  a  soldier,"  replied  his  fellow-prisoneri 
"do  yiMi  complain  on  account  of  a  fail  for  which • 
boy  would  not  bemoan  himself?" 

A  soldier  V*  said  the  Captain ;  "  and  how  do  yM 
know,  in  tliis  cursed  dark  cavern,  that  I  am  a  noldwrl" 

"I  heard  your  armour  clash  as  yuu  fell"  rqplicd 
the  prisoner,  "  and  now  I  see  it  glimmer.  Whea  yoa 
have  remained  as  long  aa  I  iii  this  durkn&«s,  your 
eyes  will  distinguish  ilie  sinaliest  eft  that  crawls  o« 
the  floor." 

"  I  haii  rather  the  devil  picked  them  out  I"  said 
Dalgetiy;  "if  this  be  the  case,  I  shall  wish  fori 
short  turn  of  I  lie  rope,  a  sohiier^s  prayer,  and  a  I 


orders  to  baiile,  and  who  formed  a  s'irt  of  council  of   from  n  ladder.     But  wluit  sort  of  provant  have  jtm 


the  trilu*  in  time  of  peaie.  The  3Iarquis  on  this 
occasion  thought  himsi-lf  under  the  necessity  of 
attending  to  the  relllon^lranCL'S  of  this  senate,  or 
more  properly  Cuuruuidii^  of  the  name  uf  Campbell, 
and,  hlippiiu  out  tA  ilie  circle,  {law  orders  for  tiie 
pri*i.)  't  r  to  be  runovni  to  a  place  of  aecurity. 
"  Prisiiner  !"  exc^.iinie(i  Dnl^etty,  exiTtin;i  hinriself 

with  such  force  as  we!ini:j;h  to  sh:ike  oft'  two  High- , 

landers,  who  for  home  minutes  piiMi  had  waite<l  the  i  fond  1  liuve  well  ni^fli  done.' 

Hi»;iial  t«>  seize  him.  'ind  kept  fur  that  piir()Ose  close       Daluotty  did  not  wait  for  a  second  invitation,  but, 

at  hill  back.    Indt-ed  the  soldier  liad  so  nearly  attained' |  groping  out  the  nMvisioiis,  bet^an  to  munch  at  iltf 

his   liberty,  that  tiie  Maniuis  of   Argyle  chaimed  j  stale  black  on  ten  loaf  with  as  much  henrtinesv  as  wi 

colour,  and  stippi-d  biick  two  paces,  laying,  huwtver, 

liis  hand  on  his  s>vord,  while  8e\'erHl  of  his  clan. 

with  ready  devotion,  tlirew  iheinrielves  betwixt  hiiii 


got  htT»>— what  food,  I  mean,  brother  in  afllictioiil" 
"  Hrend  and  water  once  a-ony,'"  n  plied  theviHce. 
"  Prrihet\  friend,  let  me  tiiste  your  loaf,"  said  Dit 
gi'lty;  "I  hope  wi;  shall  play  ^ood  coiiira<les  whik 
we  dwell  ti>gether  in  this  aboniinnble  pit." 

*'  The  loiif  and  jar  of  water,"  answered  the  otha 
pri«(oni;r,  "stand  m  the  corner,  two  stips  to  yon 
right  hand.    Take  them,  and  welcome.    With  earthly 


and  the  aiiprehendt:'!  vengeance  of  the  prisoner.  I^iit 
the  Hi^idtiiid  guard >»  were  t.io  i>irong  to  l>e  shaken 
o^  and  the  unlacky^  Captain,  nfier  hnvinu  hud  his 
•illeiisive  weaptuis  taken  from  him,  was  dra^ttfed  oil' 
and  conducted  ihroiidi  •^eviTal  glooiiiv  pas8a.;es  to  a 
small  sidt.'-door  ^ra:  d  wiili  iron,  witriin  wliien  waH 
another  of  woo<i.  Tiiese  were  opened  by  a  grim  old 
Highlnnder  with  a  long  white  beard,  and  displayed  a 
very  stetp  and  narrow  ilight  of  steiis  leading  down- 
ward. The  Captain's  guards  puslurd  him  down  two 
or  three  steps,  then,  unloosing  his  arms,  left  him  to 
grope  his  way  to  the  bottom  as  he  could;  a  task 
which  became.  ditfi*'alt  and  even  dangerous,  when 
the  two  doois  being  8ucce»aively  lociL(.d  left  the 
prisoner  in  total  darknes:i. 


at  the  famous  lea:{uer  at  Werben,  where  the  vnlnfiMi 
GustavuH  foiled  all  the  eH'orls  of  the  celebrated  Tilly, 
tha.  terrible  old  hero,  who  had  driven  two  kincsout 
of  the  field  ^namely,  Fenlinand  of  Boheiniri  and 
Christian  of  Denmark,  j^nd  siiient  this  water,  whicii 
is  none  of  the  moNi  sweet,  I  drink  in  the  same  to 
your  ^ptHfly  deliverance,  comrade,  not  foi^'etiingmiDS 
own.  and  devoutly  wishing  it  were  Rhenish  wine,  or 
humming  Lnbi>i-k  beer,  at  the  leant,  were  it  but  ill 
hoiunir  of  the  pli'dffi-." 

While  Dakettv  run  on  in  this  way,  liin  teeth  kfVC 
time  with  hiti  tongue,  and  he  spttediiy  finished  ine 

Krovisions  which  the  benevolence  or  inriirTerenfiedC 
is  companion  in  misfortune  had  abandoned  tn  his 
vorncity.  When  this  task  was  8ceomp!i»h«l.  bl 
wrapped  himself  in  his  cloak,  and  K.-aiing  liiin«4f  in 
a  corner  of  the  diinireon  in  which  he  could  obtain  t 
supiNirt  on  each  side,  (for  he  had  always  lietn  ^ 
Htfinirer  of  elhow-chairR,  he  remarked,  even  from  hit 
youth  upward,)  he  began  to  question  bis  ftllov- 
caplive. 

Mine  honest  friend,"  said  hp,  "  you  and  I.  bein* 
The  Captain  finding  himself  deprived  of  light  in  comrades  :it  l>ed  and  hoarii,  siuMild  l>o  lietter  aeq^isinl- 
ftie  nruiner  we  have  descnk-d,  and  placeii  in  a  very  '  ed.  1  nm  Diisald  Dulgetiyof  Driimthwackrt,  and  M 
nncerlnin  situation,  procirded  to  descend  the  narrow  j  forth,  Maiorin  a  regiment  of  loyal  Irishir^  andF.nvo? 
mid  broken  Mair  wiili  all  the  caution  in  his  power,  '  Kxtraonliiiary  of  a  High  and  Mighty  L(.»nL  Jamci 
hoping  that  he  might  find  at  the  bottom  some  place  i  Earl  of  .Montrose.— Pro v,  what  may  your  name  be  f 
to  npose  himself.  But  with  all  hiH  care  he  could  not  |  "  It  will  avail  von  little  to  know,  ni>lied  his  iiioM 
fimilly  avoi'i  m.ikinj  a  false  step,  which  brought  him  :  taciturn  companion. 

d«»wn  the  four  or  five  last  uteps  ti>o  haMtily  to  ;:»esrr\-e  j  "  r,et  me  judge  of  that  matter,"  anawenti  the  soldi* 
/jw  txtuilihr'nnn.  At  tho  httUom  he  stumbled  over  a  I  "  Well,  then— Ranald  Ma«'£agh  ia  my  name-U*' 
wadJv  ui  fomcthiasi  auii,  wiiicii  scirred  and  uiuatad  a  .  ia,  Hauaiii  tSou  ol  vW&  Vi^\2*y  ^-  ^  ^  . .  ^ 
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Tlie  Kiiix  of  Kiiini— hi«  Gnirc 

nuKN'«':i  Eri^ran  in  a  VMt  fr  Jnrerarf. 


have  Htx'ti  him  pliiy  his  part  at  iK-iter  viands. 

"This  bread,  he  said,  muitering,  (with  his  mooth 
full  at  the  flame  time,)  "is  not  very  savoury;  neve^ 
iheleita.  it  is  not  much  worse  than  that  winch  weiM 
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■"flMVttftballiitrdraUtodDft^etty.  "Son of 
itMr^orknesai  oay  I.  But^  Ranald,  since  that  it  your 
aane^  how  e«nie  you  in  pooaeaaion  of  the  provoat'a 
cuun  of  giMrd  1  what  the  devil  brought  you  here,  that 
is«»anyr' 

^ ''  My-miaibrtunes  and  my  Crimea."  anawered  Ra- 
d.    ''  Know  ve  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr T 

'  I  do  know  that  honourable  peraon,"  replied  Dal- 
eelty. 

'*  Bat  know  ye  where  he  now  iai"  replied  Ranald. 

"  Faatinff  tbia  day  at  Ardenvohr,"  anawered  the 
Envoy,  **  that  be  may  feast  to-morrow  at  Inverary ; 
.*n  which  last  porpoae  if  he  chance  to  fail,  my  leaae 
•f  hnoian  service  will  be  something  pracarioua." 

'*  Then  let  him  know,  one  claims  nis  intercession, 
who  is  his  worst  foe  and  his  best  friend,"  answered 
RaaskL 

''  Truly  I  shall  desire  to  carry  a  less  questionable 
waasagc,"  answered  Dalgetty.  **  Sir  Duncan  ia  not 
a  Dsrson  to  play  at  reading  riddles  with." 

^'  Craven  Saxon,"  said  the  priaoner,  "  tell  him  I 
•■I  the  raven  that,  fifteen  years  a.nce,  stooped  on  his 


-  of  strength  and  the  Pledges  he  had  left  there— 
1  an  the  hunter  that  found  out  the  wolfs  den  on  the 
lock,  and  destroyed  his  oflspring^I  am  the  leader  of 
iha  band  which  aurprissd  Ardenvohr,  >osierday  was 
fifteen  ysara,  and  gave  his  four  children  to  ihe  sword." 
"*  Truly,  my  honest  friend,"  said  Dalgetty*  "if  that 
is  your  l>est  recommendation  to  SirDuncan'a  favour, 
1  would  pretermit  my  pleading  thereupon,  in  respect 
I  have  observed  that  even  the  animal  creation  are 
inoenaed  s^inat  those  who  intromit  with  their  ofT- 
tpfing  foEcioly,  much  more  any  rational  and  Christian 
osaturea,  who  have  had  violence  done  upon  their 
small  family.  But  I  pray  you  in  courtesy  to  tell  me. 
whether  you  aasailed  the  castle  from  the  hillock  called 
Drumsnab,  whilk  I  uphold  to  be  the  true  point  of  at- 
tack, unless  it  were  to  be  protected  by  a  sconce." 

"We  ascended  theclifT  by  laddera  of  withiea  or 
aaiMiiiKs,'*  said  the  prisoner,  "  drawn  up  by  an  ac- 
oompUoe  and  clansman,  who  had  aerved  six  months 
m  the  castle  to  enjoy  that  one  night  of  unlimited 
yaiig|^y|£|p.  The  owl  whooped  around  ua  as  we  hung 
bet<i^  aeaven  and  earth ;  the  tide  roared  against 
the  foot  of  the  rock,  and  dashed  aaunder  our  skifT,  yet 
no  maa'a  heart  failed  him.  In  the  morning  there  was 
blood  and  ashes,  where  there  had  been  peace  and  joy 
althe  aunset." 

"It  waa  a  pretty  camisade,  I  doubt  not,  Ranald 
liacEag;h,  a  very  sufficient  onslaught  and  not  un- 
worthily diecharsBd.  Neverthelesa,  I  would  have 
pKseed  the  house  from  that  little  hillock  called  Drum- 
snab. But  yours  is  a  pretty  irregular  Scythian  fashion 
of  warfare,  Ranald,  much  resembling  that  of  Turks, 
Tartars,  and  other  Asiatic  people;  But  the  reason, 
my  firieod,  the  cause  o(  this  war— the  teUrrimacaiua^ 
aa  I  may  aay  1    Deliver  me  that,  Ranald." 

**  We  bad  been  pushed  at  by  the  M'AuIays,  and 
other  western  tribes,"  said  Ranald,  "  till  our  posses- 
I  became  unsafe  for  us." 


"  Ah  ha  1"  said  Dalgetty  i  "  I  have  faint  remem- 
brance of  having  heard  of  that  matter.  Did  vou  not 
Kt  bread  and  cheese  into  a  man's  mouth,  wnen  he 
d  never  a  stomach  whereunto  to  tranamit  the 
samel" 

You  have  heard,  tlien,"  said  Ranald,  "  the  tale  of 
our  revenge  on  the  haughty  forester?" 

I  bethink  me  that  I  have,"  said  Dalgetty,  "  and 
(bat  not  of  an  old  data  It  was  a  -merry  jest  that  of 
cramming  the  bread  into  the  dead  man'a  mouth,  but 
■oviewhat  too  wild  and  aalvage  for  civilized  acc^ta- 
U^  besides  wasting  the  good  victuals.  ,  I  have  seen 
wh^  et  a  siege,  or  a  leaguer,  Ranald,  a  living  soldier 
wjuld  have  been  the  better,  Ranald,  for  that  crust  of 
hfuid,  whilk  you  threw  away  on  a  dead  now." 

We  were  attacked  by  Sir  Duncan."  continued 
WaoEagh,  "and  my  brother  was  slain— his  hesd  was 
^tbering  on  the  Dattlementa  which  we  scaled~l 
^owed  revenge,  and  it  is  a  vow  I  have  never  broken." 
It  mav  be  so,"  said  Dalgetty ;  "  and  every  tho- 
'ough-bred  soldier  wjjl  confess  that  revenge  is  a 
9^*eet  morsel:  but  in  what  manner  this  story  will 
jjterest  Sit  Dnnean  in  your  justification,  nnfeas  H 
■nould  move  him  to  intercede  with  the  Marquis  to 


change  the  mannsr  thsnof  Aom  1 „       ^, 

suspension,  to  breaking  your  limbs  on  toe  roue  or 
wheel,  with  the  coulter  ot  a  plough,  or  otherwise  put* 
ting  you  to  death  by  torture,  suroasses  my  compre- 
hension. Were  I  you,  Ranald,  I  would  be  for  mis- 
kenning  Sir  Duncan,  keeping  my  own  secret,  and. 
departhig  quietly  by  suffocation,  hke  your  ancestors 
before  you. 

*'Vet  hearken,  stranger,"  said  the  Highlanderv 
"  Sir  Duncan  of  Ardenvohr  had  four  children.  Three , 
died  under  our  dirks,  but  the  fourth  survives ;  and 
mora  would  he  give  to  dandle  on  his  knee  the  fourth- 
child  which  remains,  than  to  racK  these  old  bones, 
which  care  little  for  the  utmost  indulgence  of  hiS/ 
wrath.  One  word,  if  I  list  to  apeak  it,  could  turn  hia 
day  of  humiliation  and  fasting  into  a  day  ()f  thank* 
fulness  and  rej<ucing,  and  breaking  of  bread.  O,  I 
know  it  by  my  (Avn  heart !  Dearer  to  me  is  the  chud 
Kenneth,  who  chaseth  the  butterfly  on  the  banks  ol 
the  Aven,  than  ten  sons  who  are  mouldering  in  earth, 
or  are  preyed  on  by  the  fowls  oi  the  air." 

"  1  presume,  Ranald,"  eootinued  Dalgetty,  "  thati 
the  three  pretty  fellows  whom  I  saw  yunder  in  the 
market-place,  strung  up  by  the  head  like  rizaer'd  had- 
docks, claimed  some  interest  in  you'}" 

"There  was  a  brief  pause  ere  the  Highlander  replied, • 
in  a  lone  of  strong  emotion,—'*  They  were  my  8on%, 
stranger— they  M^e  my  eons  I— blood  of  my  bloods 
bone  of  my  bone !— fleet  of  foot— unerring  in  aim— ^ 
unvanquished  by  foemen  till  the  sons  of  Diarmid. 
overcafne  them  by  numberal  Why  do  1  wish  to  sur- 
vive them  1  The  old  trunk  will  less  feel  the  rending 
up  of  its  roots,  than  it  baa  felt  the  lopping  off  of  ita 
graceful  boughs.  But  Kenneth  must  be  trained  to 
revenge— the  young  eagle  must  learn  from  the  o[d 
how  to  stoop  on  his  foes.  I  will  purchase  for  nis 
sake  my  life  and  my  freedom,  by  discovering  my  se- 
cret to  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr." 

"You  may  attain  your  end  more  easily,"  said  a 
third  voice,  mingling  m  the  confierencek  "by  entrust- 
ing it  to  me." 

All  Highlandere  are  superatitious.  "The  Enemy 
of  Mankmd  is  among  us  I"  said  Ranald  MadSagn, 
springing  to  his  feet.  His  chaina  clatter^  as  he  rose^ 
while  he  drew  himself  as  far  aa  they  permitted  from 
the  Quarter  whence  the  voice  appeared  to  proceed. 
His  tear  in  some  degree  communicsted  itself  to  Cap- 
tain Dalgetty,  whiv  b<^an  to  repeat,  in  a  sort  of  poly- 
glot gibberish^  all  the  exorcisms  he  had  ever  heard 
oU  without  being  able  to  remember  more  than  a  word 
or  two  of  each.  • 

"  In  nomine  dominie  as  we  said  at  Mareechal  Col- 
lege—raniiMtmo  TKodrs  di  citot,  aa  the  Spaniard  has 
il— c//«  euten  geister  loben  den  /Term,  saith  the  blesfr* 
ed  Psalmist,  in  Dr.  Luther's  translation" ; 

"A  truce  with  vour exorcisms,"  said  the  voice  they* 
had  heard  before ;  ''  though  I  come  strangely  among 
you,  I  am  mortal  like  yourselves,  end  my  assistanca 
may  avail  you  in  your  oresent  sireight,  if  you  are  not 
too  proud  to  be  counselled." 

While  the  stranger  thus  spoke,  he  withdrew  the 
shade  of  a  dark  Uptern,  by  whose  feeble  light  Dal- 
aeMv  ftmld  oFitydiioern  ihut  t^r?  7  '1^^  who  ha(^ 
tnu*  niv^vTiiiiNnly  iit>ir''l  hirn-*it"  t'-  ui-  r  ^tompany,^ 
and  iinv..ij  wt  lin  ir  ^lOJivtM-^rnuin,  wns  [i  tallyman, 
drs^iil  III  EL  livery  I'll »fik  *\f  lUv  y]nr^\\\\?.  His  firat 
gl.uii.-r  wns  (o  his  U'^U  ^^^  ii^'  ^^"^  wAlt:  r  tlie  cloven 
lo^ii  ^vli'u'li  S<?j>ttitth  kj^cnd^  astii^ign  [*•  '•  r  ijul  fieniL 
nor  ihu  hofwe's  hoof  by  which  lit:  is  1 1 ;  1 1  n  c^iiiahed  in 
Girrniany,  His  firs  I  inquiry  wqa,  how  the  strangec 
liftd  <  onie  arnonf;  them  1 

''  For/'  said  he,  "  the  crcitk  of  i^ifae  rusty  bar^ 
would  have  heen  henrtl  had  ihc  dtwr  bpt'ti  made  pa- 
ten I  J  and  it  you  paaitd  through  the  ktyhole,  trmy^ 
sir,  piLt  what  face  you  will  on  iu  you  ore  luit  fit  to  DA 
en  red  I  (3d  n  a  re^meni  of  livmij  nitin/* 

"  t  resfTVjffmy  secrei,^'  answcR'd  the  mr^HTigcr,  **nn-, 
til  yuLi  shnH  merit  the  discovery  Ity  coinmiinicating, 
to  inrj  samo  of  yours.  It  may  he  fh^t  I  shall  Ut' 
movftfj  10  lei  you  out  where  I  rnvBtlf  cam^^  in." 

"H  <!Bnnot  be  lb  rough  lh&  keyhr>li>,  thtm,  *  said, 
Cap'ttin  Datgetiyi  *'fwr  my  rorsltsl  would  ^tick  in  thf 
pauBs^e^  wfreit  posaiblMjfei4ji|fto<i-i^9£?<  could  gal 
thrvuHL    Aa  for  Kcreta,  1  have  none  of^jny  omu^ 
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and  but  Tew  nppertninin^  to  otheiv.  But  impnri  to  !  retorted  Murdoch,  **  and  would  not  stoop  to  accep 
UB  what  SMfTtiis  you  dt'^ire  lo  know;  or,  nsl'rolV-ssor  ■  it.— What  1  demand  to  know  from  you,  iu  eArliana 
Snurilr^n-ek  unetl  lu  siiy  at  the  >IarR<u!hal-CollLgo,  ;  for  your  liberty,  i^  where  liiti  dau,;hter  and  heirt;Mi 
Abcniin'Ti,  i-p-.-ak  thni  I  may  know  ihi.'c."  tho  Kniuhi  oi  Ardenvohr  is  now  lo  be  found  7 '        i 

"It  is  not  Willi  yi)u  I  hav«?  tirsi  to  do,"  replied  the  |      "  Thai  you  may  wed  her  to  pome  beui^ariv  kinannj 
f tran^^t-r,  turnin.!;  his  li:rht  full  on  the  wild  and  wadted  ,  of  ynur  ^r«*at  ma.ster,''  said  Ranald,  "  alter  the  faahiflj 


nald   >Iai:Ra.-'h,   wlio,  close  drawn  up  n^aiiiMl  ilio  .  Glenontuhy,  to  this  Vf-ry  hour,  cry  i^hanie  on  the 
wails  of  tht;  dun?:e«)n,  8i>emed  yel  uncerlani  whether  i  Ic-mre  oti'-ri'ti  to  a  lu-lplei^s  infant  whom  her  kinmi 
his  ifu»  *l  was  a  liviii;;  beins-  |  were  convryin;?  lo  the  court  of  the  Sovereign  ?  >Vr 

"1  have  l>rriugli(  you  soiUHtliinz.  mv  friend,"  i*fiid  i  not  her  e^eort  rompelled  to  hidi;  her  beneath  a  o 
the  stranger,  ni  u  in.)rv  Hf>othini?  tone,  ^'to  mend  your  '  dron.  round  whinh  they  fought  till  not  one  remaii 
fare;  if  you  are  to  die  to-morrow,  it  is  no  reawjii '  ui  tell  the  tale  ?  and  was  not  the  prl  brought  loi 
wherefore  you  ahoulii  not  live  lo-iii^ht."  I  fatal  e.istle,  and  afterwards  wedded  to  the  brotiicr 

*'Nonp  at  all—no  reason  in  the  er*'ntion,**  r«>plied  I  >r('nilum  More,  and  all  for  the  sake  of  her' 
theifadv  Cnptam  Dalpreity,  who  forthwith  l>e;:an  to  I  lands  /"• 
unpack  the  eontenis  of  a  small  basket  which  tho  {  ''.And  if  the  tale  be  true,"  said  Murdoch,  "she 
Btmnjiri.Thad  brou^llt  under  his  cloak,  whde  the  IIii;h- 1  a  prefcrineni  beyond  what  the  Kins  of  Scots  wi 
lander,  either  in  suspicion  or  disdain,  paid  no  atten-    have  conferred  un  her.     Rut  this  is  far  fnim  the 


tion  to  the  nood  cheer. 

"  H.  ri''j«  to  rhee,  my  friend,"  said  the  Captain,  who 
havin'j  nln-ady  di'spliTched  a  huge  pie<'e  of  roayu^l 
kid,  wns  now  tnkitma  pull  at  the  wine-Hask.  "What 
is  thy  name,  mv  j!o«»d  friend'?'* 

"  Miinicjrh  Campbell,  sir,"  answered  the  servant, 
**a  lackey  of  the  Marriuis  of  Argyle,  and  occasionally 
acting;  as  under- wanlvn." 

"Then  ncre  is  to  thee  once  more,  Murdoch,"  said 
Dalzetty,  "drinking  to  you  by  your  pnjper  name  for 
the  beli'.T  lue'i  8ik«;.  Tniw  wme  I  take  to  be  Calra- 
vella.  Well,  honnsi  Munioch,  I  take  it  on  ino  to  j^ay, 
thou  deser^•^•st  to  In?  uppcr-wanlcn,  since  tliou  sliow- 
est  ihy.aelf  tweiity  times  better  arquainle<l  with  the 
way  of  victualling  honest  gentieni^^n  that  are  iindiT 
miaforiiiiie,  than  thy  principal.    Hnad  and  water? 


[M9e.  The  daughter  of  Sir  Duncan  of  Ardcnvoiir  il 
of  our  own  bliKKi,  not  a  MraiiKi-r;  and  \%ho  has  « 
gfMN)  a  riu'ht  to  know  her  fate  as  M'Callum  Mon,  Al 
chiefof  hur  clan?" 

"  It  is  on  hi»«  pnrt,  then,  that  you  demand  itT'  Ml 
the  outlaw.    The  domt-stic  of  the  Marriuis  asseouA 

"And  you  will  prartiHe  no  evil  against  the  niad^ 
en  ?— I  have  done  her  wroni;  enou(;h  aln^ady." 

"  No  evil,  upon  ilie  word  of  a  Christian  inan,"  t^ 
plietl  M<jntocli. 

"And  mvKurnlon  is  to  be  life  and  liberty?"  ni/ 
the  Child  of  the  M<st. 

"  SeicIi  is  our  paction,"  replied  the  CampMl. 

"Then  know,  tliat  the  child  whom  I  saved  ootll 
compnitiiion  at  the  spoiling;  of  her  father's  towcroC 
strength,  was  brod  as  an  adoptL-d  daughter  of  ( 


out  upo?i  him !    It  was  entnmh,  Mnnlocb,  to  di  siroy    tribe,  until  we  were  worftMl  at  the  pn«s  of  Ballendl- 
thc  criilil  of  the  .Maniuis'sd mmeon.     I5ut  I  si*e  you  [  thil.  by  thn  fi^nd  incarnate  and  mortal  enemy  otov 


would  conversf  wtih  my  friend,  Kanald  MacKagh 
here.  N^ver  mind  ■  ly  prv!«'.-iicp;  Ml  pt  me  into  this 
c»»mer  with  the  basket,  and  I  will  warrant  my  jaws 
make  noise  emiugh  to  prevent  my  tars  from  h'carin.i; 
you." 

Notwithstandins  this  promise,  however,  the  vete- 
ran listi  n<*d  with  all  ibe  attention  hi;  could  to  gather 
their  diStroursf*.  or,  as  be  d''*«^rib#-d  it  liim.^lf,  "l.iid 
his  ears  bark  in  his  neck,  like  Gu'^rnv?;.-*,  whi.n  he 
heard  the  kpy  turn  in  the  airni'll-kist."  II»;  could, 
therefore,  owime  to  the  narrowne.«s  of  the  dungeon, 
ea.**ily  overh'-ar  the  fidlowins^dialoizif^. 

"Are  vou  a  wart.-.  Son  of  the  Mi«r."  said  the  Camp- 
bell, "  that  you  will  never  leave  this  place  excepting 
for  the  cibbot  ?" 

"Those  who  are  dearest  to  me,"  answered  Mac- 
Ea^h.  "  have  tro-le  that  path  before  me." 

"Then  you  would  do  nothing,"  asked  the  visiter, 
"  to  shun  following  them  ?'' 


ir.be.  Allan  M'Aulay  of  the  Blooiiy  hand,  and  byiht 
hor-atmen  of  I.i.nnox,  under  the  hiir of  Menieiin." 

"Fill  she  into  the  power  of  Allan  of  the  bloodf 
hand."  said  Murdoch,  ''and  she  a  repulfd  dauphtcroi 
I  by  tribe?  Tht-n  her  blood  has^ildi-d  the  dirk,  and  ihoa 
bn«i  said  nothing  to  rescue  thine  own  forfeited  lifis." 

"  If  my  life  rest  on  hers,"  answentl  the  outlaw,  I'll 
is  sef'iire,  for  she  siill  siir\-ivts;  but  it  has  a  nioreiii- 
siTure  rebanct*— tht^frnil  promiseof  a  sonof  Diarmiil.'' 

"That  promise  shall  not  fail  you,"  said  theCamp- 
bi  II.  "if  you  can  n!"<ure  ine  that  she  survives,  Mm 
where  slie  is  lo  be  found." 

"IiirlieCasrlrofDurnlinvarach,"saidRanaldM>e' 
Eairh,  "  under  the  name  of  Aniioi  Lylts.  I  haveoAfln 
heard  of  her  from  my  kinsmen,  who  have  apain  q>- 
prijacbed  their  native  woods,  and  it  is  not  lon^sinoe 
mine  old  eyes  beheld  b^T." 

"Vou I" "said  Monloeh,  in  astonishment,  "yoa.  a 
chief  among  the  Children  of  the  Mist,  and  Teniurad 
so  near  your  mortal  foe?'* 

"Son  of  Diarmid,  1  did  more,"  replied  theoatlaw; 
"  I  was  in  the  ball  of  the  castle,  disguis4.>d  as  a  harptf 
from  the  wild  shores  of  Skianach.    My  purpose  «ai 


The  prisoner  writhed  himself  in  his  chains  before 
returninz  an  answer. 

"I  woiild  do  nnich,"  at  length  he  said;  "not  for 
my  own  life,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  pledge  in  the 
glenof  Strath-Aven." 

"And  what  would  yon  do  to  turn  awav  the  bitter- 
ness of  the  hour?"  again  demanded  Murdoch;  "I 
care  not  for  what  cause  ye  mean  to  simii  it." 

"  I  would  do  what  a  man  mij^ht  do,  and  still  call 
himself  a  man." 

"Do  vou  call  yourvlf  a  man,"  said  the  interroga- 
tor, *"wbo  have  dune  the  d.eda  of  a  wcdf  ?''  ___     __     ^. 

"I  do,"  answered  the  (uitlaw ;  "1  nm  a  man  like  I  their  green  leaves  in  the  song,  and  our  streams 
my  forefathers— while  wrapt  in  the  mantle  of  peace,  '  there  with  the  sound  of  all  tneir  waters.  My  biM 
we  W!.re  lambs— it  was  r-nt  from  us,  and  ve  now  j  forsook  the  dagger;  the  fountains  of  mine  eyes  «W 
call  us  wolves.  Give  us  the  huts  ye  have  burnt  d,  !  opened,  ami  the  hour  of  revenge  passed  awoy.— Aaj 
our  chiblren  whom  ye  have  munien.-ii,  our  widows  1  now,  Son  of  Diarmid,  have  1  not  paid  the  rahsomw 
whom  ye  have  slaiv  -d — tiollect  from  the  giblKt  and  '  my  head  ?" 
the  pole  thi*  maiiuled  carcasses,  and  whitem-d  skulls  ' 
of  our  kinsmen— bid  thein  live  and  bh.>ss  us,  and  we 
will  l»e  your  vawals  and  bnuhers— till  then,  let  death, 


to  baveplungi'd  my  dirk  in  the  body  of  the  M'Auliy 
with  the  Hlooilv  band,  before  whom  our  race  trrmbkft 
and  to  have  taken  thereafter  what  fate  God  shoalj 
send  me.  But  1  saw  Annttt  [,yU\  even  when  mr  haM 
was  on  the  hilt  of  m v  duguer.  She  tonchetl  hef  elai^ 
shacht  to  a  song  of  the  C-hildren  of  the  Mist,  whicb 
she  had  li.arned  when  her  dwelling  was  nmonfrilii^ 
The  woods  in  which  we  had  dwelt  pleasantly, matW 


anil  blood,  and  mutual  wrong,  draw  a  dark  veil  of 
divi.oion  between  us." 

*  Yi»u  will  then  do  nothing  for  your  liberty  i  *  said 
the  Camplu'U. 

"Any  thing— but  call  myself  the  friend  of  your 
if/he'  "  answered  MacKnaih. 
"W^Mcora  theihendabip  of  banditti  ind  catenni," 


Ay."  repliwl  Munioch,  "if  your  tale  be  true;  W 
what  proof  can  you  a.ssign  for  it  ?" 

"  Bear  wiinesi,  heaven  and  earth,"  exclaimcn  tbe 
outlaw.  "  he  already  looks  how  he  may  step  over  hM 
word  r* 


•  ^urh  a  utory  is  told  of  the  ti*»ir8i«  of  lli#»  eUn  of  Cil'W.wjw 
wi|4  nindif  iiriaiiner  in  Un'  mniiiMT  dfiirMti>'d.  and  anenmei 
Wfiidi'il  ro  f*iT  Dunrnn  Cninittwli.  from  winch  uuuo  Urn  UMV* 
buVVd  ot  C-Awdoc  limvo  tiuatntAsasfiS^ ^  ^  ^  .^  ^ 

1  Uax».  ^^  O 
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>  "Not  ao,"  replii'd  Murdoch  ;  "  every  promise  eholl 

tkfpi  to  >ou  whrn  I  am  a.osured  you  h^ivu  told  ine 
itnitli.— But  I  iniisi  sp<^ak  a  few  worda  wiili  your 

"Fair  nnd  false— ever  fair  and  false."  muttrred  the 
iriioiv. ;.  UN  lie  ilirew  liimscU' uticc  more  on  the  tloor 
ifhiscnuui'iiii. 

Hc^iiwikilc,  Captain  Dalfrctty,  who  had  attended 
to  ever)'  word  of  tliiM  dialuKn*^,  waa  makinjt  his  own 
lemark'*  on  it  in  private.  "  What  t\\o.  hnJctr  can  tiiis 
ily  ffil'^w  liavv  to  Bay  lo  me?  I  liavi!  no  child,  cilh«;r 
M  mv  own,  no  far  aa  ]  know,  or  of  ony  other  iHTs^m, 
0  tcil  him  a  tale  al)0(it.  Hut  let  him  comu  on-  ho 
rill  h.-l^c  9ome  luanoBuvring  ere  he  turn  the  tiank  of 
Im  old  ^oidiir/' 

Accordin^lv,  as  if  he  had  stood  pike  in  hand  to  de- 
fenil  a  orcacli,  ho  wani-d  with  caution,  but  without 
hv.  the  cuinmencement  of  the  attnck. 

**  Vou  are  n  citiztsn  of  the  world,  Captain  Dalsrtty," 
Mid  Miirdoi'h  t  ■amplH'll,  "  and  cannot  l»e  ii^nonint  of 
MiolH  Scotch  proverb,  trlf-gnfy*  which  goes  tliroui;h 
vHatlioni  and  all  tforvicea." 

*'Then  1  Fhouhl  know  f^omethins  of  it,"  said  Dal- 

n;  "  for,  «.\rept  the  Turks,  there  are  few  powrrs 
irope  wiiom  I  have  not  served;  a-id  i  have 
Mnfiiincs  ihinii^ht  of  taking  a  turn  either  with  licih- 
In  Gauor,  f»r  with  the  Janixarios." 

•*  A  man  of  your  experience  and  unprejudictfd  ideas, 
Ibflo.  Md!  umiiTstand  me  at  unoe,"  said  Murdoch. 
*'«ben  I  say,  1  mean  that  your  freinloin  mIliU  dip^-nd 
«  yuur  true  and  upri;;ht  niiHWir  to  a  few  trit^inu; 
■MStiuna  re:)peciin;;  the  i;entlemeu  you  have  loft ; 
■nr  state  uf  preparation ;  the  miiliber  of  their  men, 
and  nature  of  liieir  appointments;  and  aa  much 
M  you  cliaace  lo  know  about  their  plan  of  opera- 

'Just  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,"  said  Dalgetty, 
"and  without  any  further  purp>o:*e 7" 
,*\one  in  the  world."  noliH  Murdoch;  "what 
meneii  ahi>uld  a  poor  devil  like  me  take  in  their 
ip^ratinns  ?" 

I^Make  your  interropations,  then,"  said  the  Cap- 
lua.  "and  1  will  answer  them  prrt^mptorif.y 

"Huw  many  Irish  may  be  on  their  march  to  join 
Junes  Grabaiiie  the  delinnuent  ?" 

"Prubaldy  ten  thoiisaiiff,"  said  Cantain  Dnigetty. 

"Tnn  thousand !"  replied  Murdoch  anf:rily;"wo 
Kiow  that  scarce  two  thousand  landed  at  Ardhainur- 

"Tlien  you  know  more  about  them  than  I  do,"  an- 
•venrd Captain  Dal^i^etty,  with  great  composure.  "I 
Beversaw  them  nmstered  yet,  tir  even  under  arms." 

"An*i  how  iiiuiiy  men  of  the  clans  may  be  expict- 
ttlT'd<manded  ^lunlooh. 

••As  many  us  they  can  make."  replied  the  Captain. 

"Vou  are  answering  from  the  pnnjo^fe,  sir,  said 
Kardoch;  ^*  apeak  plainly,  will  there  be  five  ihouaawd 
near' 

•* There  and  th'Teabouts,"  answere*!  Dalgetty. 

^\tni  are  plaving  with  your  life,  sir,  if  you  irifl); 
Wjthme,"renlif<i  thecaierhist;  "one  whistle  of  mine, 
tad  in  !i*flH  liiaii  ten  minutes  your  head  hangs  on  the 
dnwbridge." 

"Bill  to  speak  candidly,  Mr.  Murdoch,"  rcphed  the 
Cnpitui,  "do  you  think  ii  is  a  reasonable  thinv  to  ask 
Ae  after  the  secn-ta  of  onr  army,  and  I  enjinged  to 
•rve  for  the  whole  campaign '?  If  I  taught  you  how 
•ndefeat  Montn>s(\  what  becomes  of  my  pay,  arrears, 
•nd  rliauce  of  booiv  ?" 

**l  tell  yon,"  sail!  (^nrnplnll.  "  that  if  vou  he  stub- 
nom,  your  campaign  shall  iK-gin  and  <*nd  in  a  march 
to  tnc  block  at  the  castk'-gate,  which  stands  ready 
wrtuch  land-laufers;  but  if  you  answer  my  (nn'Ktion's 
■'thfullv,  I  will  re<'«ive  you  into  my— into  the  service 
•tMt!alliim  More." 

^'".DiKs  the  service  afford  good  pay  7"  said  Captain 

Dil»=fty. 
""He  will  donhle  yours,  if  you  will  return  to  Mon- 

^  and  act  undt^  his  direction." 

. .  I  Wi&h  i  had  seen  you,  sir,  before  taking  on  with 

■•™."  Mid  Dalaeity,  npf)»:aring  to  mod  it  am. 

On  the  contrary,  I  can  afford  you  more  advanta- 
*  la  eld  EBrli«h,  ka  mt  ba  Out,  i.  e.  niituallj  Mrviof  aacli 
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geous  terms  now,"  said  the  Campbell ;  "  always  *nip- 
poHing  that  you  arc  faitiiful." 

"Faithful,  tliat  is,  to  you,  and  a  traitor  to  Mon- 
trose," answercii  the-  (Captain. 

"Knithful  to  the  caus«?  of  religion  and  crooil  order," 
nnawered  Murdoc:h, ''  which  ftanclifits  any  deception 
yon  may  eiiipioy  to  serve  it." 

"And'  the  Maniuis  of  Arg\'le— shoidd  I  incline  to 
enter  his  S4.>rvice,  is  he  a  kind  master  7"  demanded 
DalgoHy. 

"  Never  man  kinder,"  riuoth  fampbrll. 

".Andbounfifid  lohisolViccrs  ?"  purf^mil  ther'aptDin. 

"The  most  open  hand  in  Scotland,"  replied  Mur- 
doch. 

'*  True  and  faithful  to  hisen-iiagcments?"  continued 
Dnigetty. 

"  A^  honourable  a  nobleman  as  brenthes,"  anid  the 
clan><nian. 

"  I  never  heard  so  much  good  of  him  be*"ore,"  said 
Dfilgi-tiy;  "jou  must  know  the  Maninis  will,— or  ra- 
th«T  vou  iiniit  be  the  Manjnis  liiniMelf!— Lord  of  Ar- 
gyle.'^  hf  addrd,  throwing  himself  snddi'uly  on  t.ie 
fiis:;uia(d  nnblnnnii.  "1  arre<>t  you  in  thi;  name  of 
Kiii^  ('h.irl«>,  :is  a  trnitor.  If  you  venture  to  call  for 
assisinnee,  1  will  wrench  round  your  neek." 

The  ntiaek  whirh  DHlgetly  mnde  upon  Argyle'a 
person  WHH  s«o  sudden  niul  unexneeted,  that  he  easily 
prostrated  him  on  ihi;  tloor  of  tfic  flnmreDii,  and  hela 
liim  down  with  one  hand,  while  his  riiiht.  grnsping 
the  Mftninifi's  tlimai.  wa."  n:idy  to  sJiangle  him  on 
the  !*Iightest  atfempt  to  call  for  ii^sistnnfe. 

"l,ord  of  Argyle,"  he  said,  "u  is  now  my  turn  to 
lay  down  the  terms  of  capitulation.  Jf  y'>u  list  to 
show  me  the  private  way  by  which  yo:i  entere*!  the 
dungeon,  you  shall  escape^  on  condition  {y{  iHMng 
my  Umnn  tnxtua.  as  we  said  at  the  !>Inrisebnl-Col- 
lege,  until  voiir  warder  visits  his  prisoners.  Rut  if 
not,  I  will  Arsi  strangle  vou— I  leanunl  the  art  from  a 
I'oloiii:in  lieydin'k.  who  had  been  a  slave  in  the  Otto- 
man sernglio— nnd  ihi-n  scik  out  a  mode  of  retreat," 

"  Villain  !  you  would  not  murder  me  for  my  kind- 
ness," nnirmtind  -Vrgyle. 

"Not  for  your  kimltiess,  my  lorri,"  replied  Dalget- 
ty :  "  but  firKt  to  teach  your  lordship  tbe^'ii*  Pentium 
lowanis  cMvrdiers  who  come  to  you  under  safe-con- 
diiet;  :inii  sn-omily.  To  warn  y'nu  of  tlur  djinjer  of 
proiMjping  Hisli(»nournlile  terms'  to  any  worthy  sol- 
diuio.  Ill  ordt-r  to  tempt  biiu  to  bMniiie  false  to  hia 
tttnndard  diiiiim  the  term  of  his  serviee." 

"Spare  my  life,"  said  Argyle,  "and  1  will  do  as  you 
require." 

Dulgetty  maintnined  hi*  gripe  npon  the  Marquises 
ibroat.  comiiressing  it  a  little,  ^hile  be  uslad  qiKs- 
turns,  and  r»la\ing  it  so  far  as  to  give  him  the  power 
of  answering  thtm. 

"  Where  is  the  secret  door  into  the  dungeon?"  be 
demande*!. 

"  Hold  up  the  lantern  to  the  corner  on  your  right 
hand,  vou  will  dis<ern  the  iron  which  covera  the 
spring,''  npliiHl  the  Murquis. 

"  >5o  far  Ro  pHul.—  Whire  does  the  passage  lend  toT* 

"To  my  private  aparimenl  behind  the  tapestry," 
answi-rcfl  the  prostrnie  nobli-man. 

"  From  fhi'iice  how  shall  I  nach  the  gateway?" 

"Through  the  grand  gallery,  the  uniHroom,  the 
lackey's  waiting  hnll,  the  grand  pufirdroom" 

"  All  crowdnl  with  siiKiiers,  tactionaries,  nnd  at- 
tendants?—that  will  never  do  for  me,  my  lord ;— ha%'e 
you  no  secret  passage  to  the  note,  as  you  have  lo  youi 
dunceoiis  ?    I  hnve  s«^-n  such  in  Germany." 

"Thi  re  is  a  pnssagf-  through  the  chapel,"  said  the 
Marqui",  "opening  fnim  my  apartment." 

"And  what  is  the  pass-word  at  the  gate?" 

"The  sword  of  Levi,"  rcpb'd  the  Mnr<iuis;  "but 
if  you  will  reeeive  my  pledge  of  honour,  I  will  go  with 
you,  eseort  you  through  every  guard,  and  Bet  you  at 
full  liberlv  with  a  passport." 

"  I  might  trust  you,  my  lord,  were  your  throat  not 
already  lilack  with  the  grasp  of  my  fingers,— na  >i8, 
hatoUm  manos  a  itstcd^  as  the  Spaniani  says.  Yet 
you  may  grant  me  a  passp^^rl ;— are  there  writing 
materials  in  your  apartment  ?" 

"  SJurely ;  li'.vd  b\m\V^  v^*i«v^t\*  tc^,^^  \q\«,  %\wv^»  V 
1  will  ttlend^witkisiQ^'^  «ii^^v^l&»\^v^'^SsA!a»a^'^ 
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"k  wmn  f<M  mooh  honottrtbrthe  lilu  of  me,*'  Mid 
Odgetty ;  "  your  lordship  shall  remain  under  change 
jH  miae  hoiMMt  friend  Ranali  MacRafch ;  therefore, 
prithee  let  me  drag  you  within  reach  of  hia  chain.-* 
Honeat  Raoald,  you  see  huw  matters  stand  with  us. 
I  shall  find  the  means,  1  doubt  not,  of  settmg  jou  at 
freedom.  Meantime,  do  as  you  see  me  do ;  clap, your 
hand  thus  on  the  weasand  uf  this  high  and  mighty 
pnoce,  under  his  ruff,  and  if  he  offer  to  siruggle  or 
cry  out,  fail  not.  ray  worthy  Ranald,  to  squeeze  dough- 
tily; and  if  it  be  (uf  eUiijuium,  Ranald,  that  is,  till 
be  swoon,  there  is  no  great  matter,  tweing  he  designed 
yonr  gullet  and  mine  to  atill  harder  usage." 

'*  If  he  offer  at  speech  or  struggle,*'  said  Ranald, 
**  he  dies  by  my  baud." 

**  That  IS  rij5ht.  Ranald— very  spirited  ^-A  tho- 
Ittugh-goipg  fnend  that  understands  a  hkint  is  worth 
amdlionl 

Thus  resigning  the  charge  of  the  Marquis  to  his 
new  confederate,  Dalgeity  pressed  the  sprins,  by 
which  the  secret  door  Hew  open,  though  so  well  were 
Its  hinges  polished  and  oiled,  that  it  rnade  not  the 
slightest  noise  in  revolviog.  The  opposite  side  of  the 
4oor  was  secured  by  very  strong  bolts  and  bars,  be- 
side which  hung  one  or  two  keys,  designed  sppareritly 
to  undo  ietterlocks.  A  narrow  staircase,  ascending 
lip  through  the  thickness  of  the  castle-wall,  landed, 
as  the  ftfarquis  had  truly  informed  him.  behind  the 
tapestry  of  his  privste  apartment.  Such  communi- 
cations were  freuuent  in  old  feudal  castles,  as  tiiey 
gave  the  lord  of  the  fortress,  like  a  second  Dionysiue, 
the  means  of  hearing  the  conversation  of  his  prison- 
ers, or,  if  he  pleased,  of  visitiuf;  them  in  disguise,  an 
experiment  which  had  terminated  so  unpleasantly  on 
the  present  occasion  for  Gillespie  Grumoeh.  Having 
examined  previously  whether  there  was  any  one  in 
the  apartment,  and  finding  the  coast  clear,  the  Cap- 
tain entered,  and  hastily  possessing  himself  of  a  blank 
passptirt,  several  of  which  lay  on  the  table,  and  of 
writing  materiola,  securing,  at  the  same  time,  the 
Marquis's  dagger,  and  a  silk  cord  from  the  hangings, 
he  again  descended  into  the  cavern,  where,  listening 
.  a  moment  at  the  door,  be  could  hear  the  half-stifled 
voice  of  the  Marquis  making  great  proffers  to  Mac- 
Eagh,  on  condition  he  wotda  sufler  him  to  give  an 
alarm. 

"  Not  for  a  forest  of  deer— not  fot  a  thousand  head 
of  cattle,"  answered  the  freebooter;  "  not  for  all  the 
lands  that  ever  called  a  son  of  Diarmid  msHter^  will 
1  break  the  troth  I  have  plighted  to  him  of  the  uron- 
garment !" 

,"  He  of  the  iron-garment,"  said  Dalgetty,  entering, 
**is  bounden  unto  you,  MacEagh,  aitd  this  noble  lon^ 
shall  be  bounden  also ;  but  first  he  must  fill  up  this 
passuott  wi4h  the  names  of  Major  Dugald  Dalgetty 

Sid  nis  guide,  or  be  is  like  to  have  a  passport  to  ano- 
er  World." 

The  Marquis  subscribed,  and  wrote^  by  the  light  of 
the  dark  lantern,  as  the  soldier  prescnbed  to  him. 

*'  And  now,  Ranald,"  said  DaUetty,  "  strip  thy 
Hpner  garment— thy  plaid  I  mean,  Ranald,  and  in  it 
will  I  muffle  the  M^Callura  Mores  and  make  of  hkn, 
(br  a  time,  a  Child  of  the  Mist ;— Kay,  I  must  bring  it 
over  your  head,  my  lord,  so  as  to  secure  us  a^^inst 
TOur  mistimed  clamour.— So,  now  he  is  si:fficiently 
muffled :— hold  down  your  hands,  or,  by  Heaven,  I 
will  stab  you  to  the  heart  with  your  own  dagger  f— 
nay,  you  shall  be  bound  with  nothing  less  than  silk, 
as  your  quality  deserves.— So,  now  he  is  secure  till 
some  one  comes  to  relieve  him.  If  he  ordered  ua  a 
late  dinner,  Ranald,  he  is  like  to  be  the  sufferer  e— 
■t  what  nour,  my  good  Ranald,  did  the  jailer  usually 
appear  1" 

"  Never  till  the  sun  was  beneath  the  westeni  wave," 
said  MacEagh. 

*•  Then,  my  friend,  we  shall  have  three houra  good," 
•aid  the  cautious  Captain.  **  In  (he  mean  time,  let 
ua  labour  for  your  liberation." 

To  examine  Ranald's  chain  was  the  next  occupa- 
tion. It  was  undone  by  means  of  one  of  the  keys 
which  hung  behind  the  private  door,  probably  ae- 
tiosited  there,  that  the  Marquis  might,  it  he  pleased, 
dismiss  a  prisoner,  or  remove  him  elsewhere  without 
lap  necessity  of  mimmoning  the  warden.   Tho'out* 


law  ativtdied  hiabemmiM  arma,  and  bbundeel  fr«i 


the  door  of  the  duageoo  in  an  the  eeatacy  of  rM»o««i 
ed  freedom.  i 

Take  the  livery-coat  of  that  noble  prisooer,"  Ml 
Captain  Dali^euy  {  "  put  it  on,  and  follow  close  at  m] 
heels."  J 

The  outlaw  obeyed.  They  ascended  the  ptivali 
stair,  having  first  secured  the  door  behind  tbefss,  ant 
thus  safely  reached  ike  apartment  of  the  Mari«ase.« 
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Thb  was  the  entry  then,  Uioot  itain— bat  wlUther  affeart 
Vet  he  thut'e  mtn  to  perieh  on  Ute  t«Ml 
May  quit  the  ni(«iy  o(  cnrff  and  compaaa, 
▲ad  tnul  the  opso  $is^  wiUkout  a  pitot 
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*  Look  out  for  the  private  way  tbrovgh  the  <^«pei» 
Ranald,"  said  the  Captain,  **  while  I  give  a  heetj  r»> 
gard  to  these  matters." 

Thus  speaking,  he  seixed  with  one  hand  a  bundle 
of  ArgyU  s  most  private  papers,  and  with  the  other 
a  purse  of  gold,  both  of  which  lay  in  a  drawer  of  a 
rich  cabinet,  which  stood  itivitiOffly  open.  Netiber 
did  he  negit^l  to  possess  hiasell  of  a  sword  and 
pistols,  with  powder-flask  and  balla,  which  hung  ia 
the  apartment.  ^  Intdhgence  and  booty."  aatd  the 
veteran,  as  he  pouched  the  spods,  "each  honourable 
cavalier  should  look  to.  the  one  on  his  generars  be* 
halA  and  the  other  on  his  own.  This  sword  ia  an 
Andrew  Ferrara,  and  the  pistols  belter  than  raina 
own.  But  a  fair  exchange  is  no  robbery.  Sokiedoa 
are  not  to  be  e^angerud,  and  entiangered  grmfsK 
tously,  my  Lord  of  Argyl«.— But  soft,  soft,  Ranald  f 
wise  Man  of  the  Mist  whither  art  thou  bound  T* 

It  was  indeed  full  time  to  stopMacEagh's  prooeed* 
ings ;  for,  nottinding  the  private  paasage  readily,  and 
impatient,  it  would  aeera,  of  further  delay,  he  had 
caught  down  a  sword  and  target,  and  was  about  to 
enter  the  gr^t  gallery,  with  the  purpose,  doabflesa^ 
of  fishting  his  way  through  all  opposition. 

*'Hold,  while  you  live,''  whispered  palfletiT,  laying 
hold  on  him.  We  must  lie  perdue,  if  possible.  S« 
bar  we  this  door,  that  it  may  be  thou^ii  M*Callum 
More  would  be  private— and  now  let  me  make  a  r^ 
connoissaiice  for  the  private  passage." 

By  looking  behind  the  tapestry  m  various  plaoMk 
the  Captain  at  length  discovered  a  private  door,  and 
behind  that  a  sviiiding  passage,  terminated  by  another 
door,  which  doubileas  entered  the  chapel.  But  what 
was  his  disagreeable  aurpriae  to  hear,  on  the  othet 
side  of  this  second  door,  the  sonorous  ^ca  of  a  di« 
vine  in  the  act  of  preaching. 

"  This  made  the  villain,'^he  said,  ^  reoonmiend  thia 
to  us  as  a  privste  passage.  I  am  atroogly  tempted  to 
return  and  cut  his  throat." 

He  then  opened  very  gently  the  door,  wbidi  M 
intu  a  latticed  gallery  used  by  the  Mainquis  himself 
the  curtains  of  which  were  drawn,  perhaps  with  the 
pAjrpose  of  having  it  supposed  that  he  waa  engaged 
m  attendance  upon  divine  worship,  when,  in  fact,  bt 
was  absent  upon  his  secular  afi'sira.  There  was  no 
other  person  in  the  seat :  for  the  family  of  the  Mar^ 
Quis,— such  was  the  hi^n  state  roainuined  in  those 
days,— sate  during  service  in  another  gallery,  plaosd 
somewhst  lower  than  that  of  the  great  num  hirassifj 
This  being  the  case,  Capuin  DakeUy  ventnrsd  to 
ensconce  himself  in  the  gallery,  of  whien  be  caraiBUy 
secured  the  door. 

Never  (although  the  expression  be  a  bold  one)  wu 
a  sermon  listened  to  with  more  impatience,  and  less 
edification,  on  the  part  of  one,  at  leaat,  of  the  audi^ 
ence.  The  Captain  heard  Hxteentklw  sewtiUemiki* 
ly—eightunlhfy,  end  to  conclude^  with  a  sort  of  fbel* 
ing  like  protracted  despair.    But  no  man  can  lectuif 

*  The  preearioM  atate  of  the  ftmdol  noblea  iotmdneed  afml 
deal  of  espionage  into  Uieir  eaetloa.  8ic  Rebert  Carey  naeitfieai 
hie  hevimr  pst  on  the  clout  of  one  or  hit  own  wanleni  to  oth 
tain  a  eonfttwion  from  the  mouth  nfOeorrtfe  RMfrae,  his  phaMtf; 
whoafi  be  catiied  pcMcntly  to  be  liasred  ia  retain  tat  the  nink> 
neM  of  hit  oooumin^cation.  The  |m  oid  Border  eaatle  of  N)k 
worth  contain*  a  private  ftair  frotfTthe  apanmenf  of  the  teis 
WiMam  Howard,  hj  wliieh  he  eouid  viait  ths  daoteon,  u  m 
alleged  in  ihepreoediocehaiitsc  to  hav*  bsaa  ycaoCiisd  fef  iiB 
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(for  tb9  wennm  wm  ettUcI  ■  leettrnV  forever;  ani 
Ike  liiaooaFae  was  at  lenoth  cloaed,  the  clergyman 
sot  lailtiig  to  make  a  proround  bow  towards  the  lat> 
lieed  gallery,  little  auspecting  whom  he  honoured  by 
ihat  referenda  To  iudge  from  the  haaie  with  which 
tbey  diaperaed,  the  domeatics  of  the  Marqiiia  were 
•oirce  more  pleased  with  their  late  occupation  than 
the  anxious  Captain  Dalgetty;  indeed,  many  of  thera 
betoc  Highlamdmen,  had  ^  excoaa  of  not  under- 
fftandiog  a  single  word  which  the  clergyman  spoke, 
Alcbongh  they  gate  their  attendance  on  his  doctrine 
i<T  the  special  order  of  M 'Galium  Mor^  and  would 
have  done  so  had  the  preacher  Jieen  a  Turkimh  Imniim. 
But  althou^  the  oongregatioa  dispersed  thus  ra*- 
Mlv,,  the  divine  fsmain^  behind  in  the  dinpel,  and. 
walking  up  and  down  its  Gothic  precincts,  aeemea 
erthn*  to  be  meditating  on  whet  he  had  just  neen  de- 
bfering,  or  preparing  a  fresh  discourse  for  the  oekt 
opportunity.  Bold  as  he  was,  Dalgetty  hfMitaled  on 
wkn  he  ought  to  do.  Time,  however,  pressed,  and 
fwy  moment  increased  the  chance  of  their  escape 
bwic  disoQfTOred  by  the  iailer  visiting  the  dungeon 
faliaps  before  his' wonted  time,  and  diecovering  the 
tuhaingB  which  had  been  made  there.  At  length, 
vlMpenng  Ranald,  who  watched  ail  his  motions,  to 
fa^ow  bim  Slid  preserve  his  conntensnce,  Capmin 
D^Mty,  with  a  very  composed  air,  descended  a 
Mt  of  steps  which  led  from  the  gallery  into  the 
any  of  the  chapel.  A  less  experienced  ndventurer 
wQuki  have  endeavoured  to  pass  the  worthy  clergy- 
Mn  lapidly,  in  hopes  to  escape  unnoticed.  B4it  the 
Gipia-n,  who  foresaw  the  mantfest  danger  of  failing 
n  such  an  attempt,  walked  foravel^to  meet  the  di- 
^  open  his  walk  in  the  midst  oWhe  chancel,  and 
pulling  off  hts  cap,  was  about  to  pass  him  after  a 
forataJ  rsvsrenoek  But  what  was  his  suiprise  to  view 
«  ^  preacher  the  very  same  person  with  whom  he 
Had  dined  in  the  castle  of  Arden  vohr  1  Yet  he  speed- 
ily recovered  his  composure;  and  ere  the  clergyman 
couU  speak,  waa  the  first  to  address  him.  "  I  could 
not,"  be  aaid,  **  leave  tbia  mansion  without  beqiieath- 
iQg  to  you,  ray  very  reverend  air,  ray  humble  thanks 
w  the  homily  with  which  you  have  this  evening  £i- 
voaredus." 

''I  did  not  observe,  sir,"  said  the  defgyaoan,  **that 
m  were  in  the  chapel." 

"*  It  pleaaed  the  honourable  Manjuia,"  said  Dalget- 
ty, medestly^  **  to  ^ce  me  with  a  seat  ia  his  own 
puery."  Tlie  divine  bowed  low  at  ihia  intimation, 
KBowiDg  that  Buch  an  honour  was  omy  vouchsafea 
to  persons  of  very  high  rank,  "  It  baa  been  my  fate, 
■r,"  said  the  Captain,  "in  the  aort  of  wandering  life 
which  I  have  led,  to  have  heard  different  preaoiera 
g  difterent  religiona— as  for  example,  Lutheran, 
mngelicaL  Retormed,  Calvinistical,  and  ao  forth, 
Mil  never  have  I  listened  to  such  a  homily  as 
rojira." 

^"C^U  it  a  lecture,  worthy  sir,"  said  the  divine* 
•ch  is  the  phraae  of  our  church." 
Lecture  or  homily,"  aaid  Dalgetty,  "  it  was,  aa 
*e  High  Germans  aay,  gunz  /ortre  Jlich ;  and  I 
2J2>h1  not  leave  thia  phice  without  testifying  unto  you 
vhtt  inward  emotions  I  have  undergone  during 
your  edifying  prelection ;  and  how  I  am  touched  to 
^«  quick,  that  I  ahould  yesterday,  during  the  refec- 
^  have  aeemed  to  infringe  on  the  revpect  due  to 
*«  a  p-^rson  as  yourself." 

Alas !  my  worthy  air,"  said  the  clergyman.  "  we 
j!J«et  in  this  world  as  in  the  Volley  of  the  Shadow  of 
l^to,  not  knowing  against  whom  we  may  chance 
Rencounter.  In  truth,  it  is  no  matter,  of  marvel,  if 
w«  sonietimea  jostle  those,  to  whom,  if  known,  we 
{*^M  yield  all  respect.  Surely^  air,  I  would  rather 
"*][«  taken  you  for  a  profane  malignant  than  for  such 
*  <levout  person  as  you  prove,  who  reverences  the 
ftnat  Muter  even  in  the  meanoat  of  his  aervanta.]' 

It  IS  always  my  custom  to  do  ao^  learned  air," 
J^*ortd  Dal^tty,  "  for  in  the  aervice  of  the  ira- 
raOTtal  Otistavus^but  I  deuin  you  from  your  medi- 
ut)OBiL"~his  desire  to  speak  of  the  King  of  Sweden 
^^  for  once  overpowered  by  the  "necessity  of  his 
cojramstancea. 

^  By  no  means,  my  worthy  air,"  said  the  clergy- 
««L  **  What  wasi  I  ^y  you,  the  order  of  |ba  ^hmI 


Prtnea^  wfaosemainoryiseotfeartoafwy'PnanliiH 
bosom  7" 

"  Sir,  the  dnims  beat  to  prayers  morning  and  even- 
ing, as  regularly  as  for  x>ai  ade ;  and  if  a  aoMlier  passed 
without  saluting  (he  cnnplnin,  he  had  an  hour's  fide 
on  the  wooden  mare  for  his  pains.  Sir,  i  wish  you 
8  very  good  evening— 1  am  obliged  to  depart  tha 
caatle  under  M'Calium  More's  pascnort." 

"Stay  one  instunt,  ^ir,"  said  the  preacher;  "» 
there  nothing  1  can  do  to  t«etify  my  respect  for  the 
pupil  of  the  great  Oustavus,  and  so  admirable  a  judc* 
of  preaching  ?" 

Nothing,  sir,"  said  the  Captain^  "  but  to  show  ma 
the  nearest  way  to  the  gate—and  if  you  would  bava 
the  kindneas."  he  added,  with  sreat  eifronterv,  "  to 
let  a  aervant  bring  ray  horse  with  him,  the  darkgr^ 
gelding— call  bim  GustAviis,  and  he  will  prirk  op  hia 
ears— for  I  know  not  where  the  castlc-8iabt«js  are 
situated,  and  my  guide,"  he  added,  looking  at  Ranald, 
"speakanoEngfivh." 

"  1  hasten  to  accommodate  you."  aaid  the  clergy* 
man :  "your  way  lies  chruogh  thaictoiateral  pwsage." 

"  2Now,  Heaven's  blessing  upon  your  vamty !"  said 
the  Captain  to  himsel£  "  I  was  afraki  1  would  hava. 
had  to  march  off  without  €>ustttvus»" 

In  fact,  so  effectually  did  the  chaplain  exert  himself* 
in  behalf  of  so  excellent  a  judge  of  compoaition,  that 
while  Dalgetty  was  parleying  with  the  sentinels  at 
the  drawbridge,  showing  his  paaapori,  and  giving 
the  watchword,  a  st^rvant  brought  him  his  noraa 
ready  saddled  for  the  journey,  in  another  place,  tba 
Captain's  sudden  appearance  at  large  afu-r  having 
been  publicjy  8«nt  to  prison,  might  have  excited  eua* 
pieion  and  inquiry ;  biit  dieaffieew  and  domestics  of 
the  Marquis  were  accustomed  to  the  mysterious  poUcf 
of  their  master,  and  n^vet  supooaed  aught  elee  thsn 
that  he  had  been  liberatsd  and  intnisted  with  soiaa 
privste  commission  by  their  master.  In  this  be^iue^ 
and  having  received  the  parole,  they  gave  him  firea; 
passage.  * 

Dalgetty  rode  slowly  through  the  town  of  Inverary»i 
the  outlaw  attending  upon  him  like  a  foot-page  at  hia 
horse'a  shoukjer.  As  they  passed  (he  gibbet,  the  oki 
man  looked  on  the  bodies  and  wrung  his  hands..  Thai 
look  and  gesture  were  momentary,  but  expressive  oi 
indescribable  anguish.  Instantly  recovering  himself^ 
Ranald,  in  passing,  whimpered  somewhat  to  one  of 
the  femalea,  who,  itke  Riapaii  die  daughter  of  Aiah,' 
Bjcemed  engaged  in  watchiiia  and  mMurning  the  vio« 
.tims  of  feudal  injustice  ana  cruelty.  The  woman 
atarted  at  hia  voice,  but  immediately  collected  herself^ 
ami  returned  for  answer  a  alight  loclinatiott  of  iha 
head. 

Dalgettv  continued  his  way  out  of  the  town,  uaoar^ 
tain  whether  he  should  try  to  seize  or  birtsa  boat  and 
croaa  the  lake,  or  plunge  into  the  woods,  and  there 
conceal  himaelf  from  pursuit.  In  the  former  event 
he  waa  liable  to  be  instantly  puraued  by  the  f  alleys 
of  the  Marqiiia,  which  lay  i^aidy  for  sailing,  their  looa 
yard-arms  pointing  to  the  wind,  and  what  hooe  could 
he  have  in  an  orainary  Highland  fishing-ooat  to- 
escape  from  them  ?  If  he  made  the  Utter  ehoice.  hia 
chance  either  of  supporting  or  concealing  h'uns^  in^ 
thoee  waste  and  unknown  wildem«saes,«was  in  the 
highest  degree  nrecarious.  The  town  lay  now  behind 
him,  yet  what  haad  to  turn  to  for  safety  he  was  ui)- 
able  to  determine,  and  began  to  be  aensible,  that  in 
escaping  from  the  dungeon  at  Inverary,  delperste  aa 
the  matter  seemed  he  bad  only  accompushed  the 
easiest  pert  of  a  difficult  task.  If  retakan,  hia  lata 
waa  now  certain;  tor  the  personal  inliiry  be  had 
oflerad  to  a  man  so  powerlul  and  ao  vindictive,  coukl 
be  atoned  for  only  by  instant  death.  Wliile  he  pon- 
dered these  distressing  relieciiooa,  and  kx>ked  arouufl. 
with  a  countenance  which  rloinly  expressed  indoct-^ 
aion,  Ranald  Mac^ngh  ^denly  aaked  him,  "  which, 
way  he  intended  to  journey  T 

*^And  that,  honeat  comrade,"  answered  Dalgetty, 
**  iiyprecisely  the  question  which  I  cannot  answer  you. 
TruTv  I  begin  to  hold  the  opinion,  Ranald,  that  we 
had  oeiler  nave  stuck  by  the  brown  loaf  and, water- 

Eitcher  until  Sir  Duncan  arrived,  who,  for  his  9wa 
onour,  must  have  made  some  (ight  for  roe." 
.  "  Saxon^'*  answered  MacEa^iH  "  <^  ^^  ^fV^ 
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h8vir.f(  exchanged  the  foul  birnth  of  yonder  diingrron 
far  the  liLe  >iir  oi  li>  :ivcii.  Aliov*.-  mII,  rcpi-nt  nul  that 
voii  ha\e  bt'rved  a  Sun  of  the  Mist,  i'lit  yuur><>li' 
undtT  iiiv  ^iiKianccN  &"<!  I  ^'ill  warrant  your  saivty 
yk.ih  my  ht-ud.* 

"Can  you  ifiude  in»'  j»nfe  throiijrh  those  mnuntainn.  | 
aud  buck  lo  this  armv  of  ^I<Jiiir>j>t' .'"  s:iiii  i);d'.'!-l';.'. 

''lo.tn.""  r!ii}«wi.-rf«I  ^lailva.^h;  "  tfnTc-  Uvl-s  not  a  i 
man  to  who  in  tnv  mountnin  pat<!?t.<ii,  the  (.:nv<jrn>t,  iIk- 
glens,  tl'.e  iinrkftit.  and  ihc  ciirrif.'H  an*  km^wn,  as 
they  are  to  thi:  (.'iiitdn>n  of  the  Mij<t.  \Vh:k'  others 
cra^l  on  tli^j  kvel  jfr-nind,  hv  t!n.-  eitii.sol  laUj-s  nri.l 
iitreanij4,  uurs  an;  ilio  yici'p  ludlowsuf  tht-  iiian-c^sh!. 
mi>nniaiiii>,  i:iu  hinh-placeof  ihu  dt.-MTl  npriri^s.  >iut 
all  the  biiH> liiiii I nd.s  of  Arj;yU'  can  trace  the  lu:»lnt:ss4.!3 
tiirou^h  wiiich  I  con  ;;;uide  you.'' 

"  Suv'si  tnou  K>,  hone«t  Ranald  7"  repli*^  Dals^-tty; 
*'  then  have  iiri  wiili  thee;  for  of  a  surety  I  i>hull  nevi-r 
save  the  ship  i»y  my  own  pilotage.'' 

The  ouihiw  uccoWiinsly  lid  the  way  into  ih«  wrxnl, 
jy  which  tlie  oiistle  in  fnirroundcd  for  si'v«  ral  mil*  s. 
walkins;  witii  ho  much  dispatuh  an  kt-pt  Giiis|:iv-.i!«  nt 
a  round  trot,  and  taking  such  a  numiH-rof  crox.4  cit.o 
and  tuma,  tiiai  Captain  Dal^i-tty  ttpi'i-ddy  Iohi  all  idea  • 
where  h<;  nii:;ht  b'.*.  and  ail  knowlcils^o  of  tho  points  ; 
of  the  cotnpaJii9.    At  Ima^th.  the  path,  which  had  ura-  i 
dually  b<.'come  more  diftii'ult,  nitui^ethrr  endtrd  nmuns  ' 
thickets  and  uniii>rwoiKl.    The  ronnn«r  of  a  tornsnt  ! 
was  heard  in  the  ncii^hbonrhood,  the  ;{:ronnd  h(«UM>.-  i 
in  some  plncifs  broken,  in  others  boLj^y,  and  every  I 
where  until  for  ridinjc.  j 

"What  the  fonl  fiend."  anid  Dal;««tty,  "is  to  be 
done  here?    1  inufit  part  with  (xustaviis,  I  fear.*'         | 

"  Take  no  care  for  your  horn;."  said  the  outlaw ;  ; 
**he  shall  H»i>n  lie  resrorftl  to  yon.''  j 

Aa  he  rtpuke,  he  whii^tled  in  a  low  tono,  and  a  lad.  I 
half  dre?jii'd  in  tartan,  half  nak*^d.  havm-^  uidy  his  j 
own  aha^uy  hnir,  tirti  with  n  thonz  of  leather,  to  > 
proit'ct  his  lir-iid  and  face  from  sun  and  wcailw  r,  loan,  | 
and  half-sturvdil  in  asp«ei,  his  wiM  y:ray  iV"  :=  app-ar- 
ing  to  till  up  ti'n  times  the  pniporlion  usually  nlli;ti«-.l 
to  them  in  the  human  face,  crept  out,  an  a  wild  beast 
migiit  have  done,  from  a  thicket  of  braiubles  and 
briars. 

"  Givp  your  horse  to  the  cilli-^"  said  Ranald  Mac- 
Ka^h ;  "  your  life  depends  upon  it." 

"Och!  och!"  exclaime<l  the  d"*«pairin«  vcf'»ran ;  i 
**  Eheu !  as  we  n«ed  to  say  at  MareHchal-Colli'ye,  i 
must  I  leave  (»iiwnvus  in  siu'h  criKiinin.;  ^ '      .       .    ' 

"Are  you  franiie,  to  lo:*o  time  thu.s  ?''  paid  h\**\ 
guide;  "clowe  i»tand  on  friend'rt  cruund,  tlial  yon; 
ahonlil  part  with  yonr  hors*;  ns  if  h<.>  were  vonr  hni-  ! 
thcr?  I  tell  yon,  yuu  shall  havn  liiin  au'afn;  but  if  • 
you  nevvr  saw  the.  animal,  is  nut  life  better  than  th'* 
Dcst  coir  ev^r  mare  ftwh'd  ?"  "     I 

"And  that  is  tnic  f<io,  mine  hon^-st  frinnd,"  j>iahc»l  ■ 
Dalgptty ;  "yet  if  >ou  knew  but  the  valn^'of  ClusTavns,  .. 
and  the  thinuv  we  two  have  dom^  and  snt1i>nfl  to:;"- 1 
ther — See.  he  turns  hack  to  look  at  me!— H»*  kind  r.^  i 
him,  mv  i!i)od  hre*^hless  friend,  and  I  will  rffpnii* 
you  well/'    Ho  saving,  and  withal  sniKliiti;  a  lirih* 
to  swallow  his  :?rief.  hi*  turned  from  the  heart-reudin;; 
apcctaclr'  in  onicr  to  follow  his  tniidc. 

To  follow  his  piide  was  no  easy  matter,  and  so'm 
required  more  aciliry  than  ('aptaiii  Dal;ieiiy  could 
master.    The  very  nr*»t  phincfe  after  he  had  parted  ; 
from  his  chnrser.  carritil  h'ni.  with  lit'le  a««'iHt."inc<* ; 
from  a  few  ovfrhansiii!?  bnu'^hs,  or  pnijeruMJi  n)oi«  ' 
of  trees,  ei  ah  t  fiiot  hIuit  down  iino  the  course  of  a. 
torrent,  np  whieh  the  Son  of  Ihfc  Mi««t  l«"*i  the  way. : 
Hnse  sfoni'M,  "ver  whii.h  •hry  scranihU^d,— thirkei«  . 
of  thorn  and  brainbli  .x,  thnai^^h  which  they  had  to 
drBH  th'jmtelv."*.— rocks  wli:cli  wen?  to  he'clMub'd, 
on  the  one  sidi;  with  nnu'li  labour  atid  pain,  for  tlic  , 
purpiise  of  an  cqiinlly  prcirioni  Hc«fV'nt  npun  the ; 
otiier;  all  tlws'.  and  nian>%'n-h  intiTnipMon?,  were 
surmounted  by  the  liuiit'footcd  and  half-naked  nioun- 
tainf^r,  wjth  an  eas<'  and  vvlo'^itv  which  cxcit'.il  the 
surprise  and  envy  of  Captain  Dal'^ctrv,  who,  cnciini- 
licr»nl  by  his  hrail-piccc,  corslet,  an«f  oili«*r  arnwnir, 
not  to  mention  his  p-indcrons  jack-boot*,  found  him-  . 
geifnt  ^'/it'fh  ««o  m!ich  i'\haijsied  hv  fatii?no,  and  the 
tfi/firnlno!*  jf  :hf  mnd.  that  he  .■•aferfown  iipon  a  stone 
^  Mdfr  to  resovvr  hia  djvatii,  whiJe  iie  explained  to  i 


Ranald  MncF.r.qrh  the  difTt'rence  betwixt 
cxpuii  II*  und  i ',// ..'  .'fi  v,  qs  tins*-  two  laiiii 
!«es  wen-  nndc.'si  ^o  I  :ii  Al:irejH.'liiil-'.'udi.ie, . 
The  s«ide  aiis'.vrr  of  tin'  mo:iii»airn  i-r  \\;i.«  i 
hand  on  tiic*<o|(h>.  r'sann.  aini  p.iiiit  l>-i<>kw 
djrecnon  of  {['.••  \vi  ii.  Daliciiy  '••m!  i  ^pv 
lor  eveiiin::  w;i>  cii'-inL;  inf.  r\'.i(\  Vuy  ^-i 
IkKIoiu  of  a  dark  rav:;ie.  Hi;t  ai  i  -ii::;!! 
th  St  I  nelly  hear  at  u  dl^tance  tUc  su  l-.-n  toll 
bell. 

•*  'I'liat  "  saiti  hi'.  "  mu«f  be  the  alarm— t! 
cli»ck,  as  thi.-  ti'Tiunris  call  it.''^ 

"  It  strikes  tiu-  hiiiir  gf  yonr  death."  rrnsv 
nald,  "unli'SM  yuu  can  acciinipany  n:c  a  I::* 
Kor  every  toll  of  that  bell  a  bravc'mnn  lia«  ; 
his  soul.'' 

"Truly,  Ranald,  my  trusty  friend."  snid 
"  [  wdl  not  deny  that  the  ca-e  ma\  l-e  s  >fii» 
f>>r  I  am  so  furfou::hcn.  (heiin;.  ns  ]  cx|>:nin 
imp'iditufi,  fur  had  I  lu-en  e.ipfi/ifi",  i  niii 
desman  exercise  itie  tltMjrisli  of  a  hti'. )  :'iaf 
had  better  ensconci;  myself  in  one  i»l  lli*-* 
and  eviftt  lie  (iiiiei  there  to  abide  wliat  for 
shall  Mild  iiie.  I  entreat  yon.  iinne  lioiie*t  I 
nald,  lo  shift  for  yourself,  and  leave  nio  io  n 
as  the  Lion  of  the  North,  the  innnoriai 
Ailolprnip.  my  nevcr-to-he-fiin;otri  ii  in-i-t- 
V'Mi  niiisi  surely  have  heard  ol',  Kan-iid.  il 
inay  linve  licard  of  no  t»ne  i !«*•,)  ."ajd  to  K 
bi-rf,  Duke  of  Saxc-Lauenbiir.;h.  wluri  be 
tally  w.Miiiditl  on  the  plains  of  (.  :izcn. 
despair  altogether  of  my  safely.  Kami' !.  ^^v 
iHjen  in  as  ^reat  pinches  as  this  in  tJi-rni? 
e'^iN'Cialiy.  1  rcmemUT  mc.  ihat  at  tlic  faifi 
Ncrliniten— after  which  I  ehaiii»'-d  s-rvi.-i' 

'*  if  you  would  savr;  ynirr  fatlh  r'.-  *on's 
help  his  child  out  of  irunbl-;.  in«*r<.:iii  of  ' 
upon  the  tales  of  SeannJiehi* «»."  sn:il  On 
now  crewimpntient  of  the  Cap'ai:!*-  l.n,:ia« 
your  feet  cjuild  travel  as  fast  a-  yo  r  iM!i;:ue. 
yet  lay  yonr  hi«ad  on  an  nnhimidy  ri:!''Ay 

"  SumcthinK  there  is  like  mii:t:iry  ^k'^. 
replied  the  Captain,  "alrhouuh  wYn'u'ly 
v«:rently  spoki  ii  to  an  oPVer  of  rn;:;;.  \\i\ 
isoofl  to  pinion  such  freitliiinson  a  mnrfli. 
of  the  Salurnalian  hct-nsi-  nxi-.d '-'••»!  .n  sur 
the  troops  of  all  nations.  .And  ni>N«',  r^ 
offiir,  friend  Ranald,  in  ref^pj-ct  I  a.'ii  w«  I] 
or.  to  be  more  plain.  /  nme,  scfii'r,  a.-  we : 
at  'Marcschal-(?ollcy!e." 

Conipreher»(hng  His  meaniirj  rntli'-r  fro 
tions  than  his  lansua**.  the  Smm  ««!  :'ie  ^ 
led  the  way.  wiih  an  nnerrini?  pn  •!-; m  tl 
like  instinct,  throiiuh  a  vari'-rv  ot  LT'^'iiir 
<!ifTicnlt  and  broken  that  could  w«II  he 
Drasums;  aloni^  his  p'»nd»n»ns  h  lO:*,  c: 
with  liimh-piecis,  ;.'aiifilleis,  cor.-lv'.  -.'ux  I 
not  to  mention  liic  bntT  jerkin  whuh  \\p  v 
ail  thcsH*  arms  talksn^r  of  his  fiTin-r  c^ 
whole  way,  lliomth  Kanald  paid  not  'he  s! 
tention  to  him.  Captain  DaUci'y  c..i»iirive. 
his  jtuide  a  consid* Table  spatv  fnrlhf.r,  whe 
mouthe<l  bayini*  of  a  hound  was  h-.'inl  c>mi 
tht«  wlml,  as  if  oi.i-ninu'  on  the  sceni  '>f  -t** 

"  Black  hound,"  said  Ranald.  "  wh-.s"  tj- 
b(x\et\  ^'ood  to  a  Child  of  the  Mi*t,  ill  l>^ri 
who  litterctl  thee!  hast  l!iou  alrendi' ftnind 
Hut  thou  art  too  late,  swart  liuuiid  of  dar 
the  deer  has  framed  the  lurd." 

So  saying,  he  whistled  verv'  soft  I  v.  nn« 
swercd  fn  a  tune  ennally  low  fr-mi  if?.  :i*p 
np  which  they  had  fur  simie  tii?if  lin'n 
Mending  their  pace,  they  naehed  ih  ■  ton. 
moon,  which  had  nowris'-n  bright  an-'  clii 
to  Dnl?eity  a  party  of  fn  or  twi  Ive  Hi'^IsIti 
a' "Hit  as  many  woMien  niui  chiblrei!,  !)•  whi 
MacKa:jh  was  reciived  with  such  tran-p.. 
a<  made  his  companion  f-m'Ay  j.-  n*.ible  tht 
whom  he  was  siirn>unil.d.  misfT  (rf  cmrsr 
ren  of  ilic  Mi-^t.  Tlw  n!a''c  wbicli  th»'y  a^t 
suited  ihtjr  nain"  an  1  habifn.  I?  wa*  a  h»  • 
riMiod  wiiich  winde  i  a  very  narrow  a;ii!  br 
path  c-.nnimnd  'd  in  various  places  by  il 
If \uc\i \\:Lev Vte\d.         — ->  ^^^^.^ 


^bi^nzrvi] 


AlSflOGNDrOIP  MQNmon. 


(A  faM  tribe,  and  th«  men  came  onu  by  one  to  abake 
hanM  with  Dalf^ettjs  wbile  the  women,  clamoroatf 
in  duir  gratitude^  preaaed  roimd  to  kiaa  even  the  hein 
of  bis  garmeiK. 

''They  pl^ht  their  fiitth  to  you."  aaid  RanaU 
MacBa^  '*?or  requital  of  the  good  deed  you  have 
done  to  the  tribe  this  day." 

**  EooQgh  aatdf  Ranald,"  anfwered  tha  aoldiert 
"  enowgfa  aaid — tell  then)  I  love  iiot  this  shaking  of 
baad»-<*it  confuses  ranks  and  degrees  in  military  ser- 
vice: and  as  to  kissinei  of  saumleta,  |>uldron^  and 
the  like  I  remember  that  th^  immortal  Oustnvus, 
as  he  rode  through  the  streets  of  Nuremberg,  bemg 
thvs  worshippecT  bf  the  populace,  (being  doubtless 
fiar  more  wmthy  of  it  than  a  poor  though  honourable 
eavalier  like  myself^)  did  say  unto  them,  in  the  way 
sf  pebuke,  *  If  you  idoUsu  me  thua  like  a  god,  who 
•b^  assure  you  that  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  will 
Dotsaon  prove  me  to  be  a  mortal  7^~And  so  here,  I 
Mvpoas,  you  intend  to  make  a  stand  against  your  fol- 
lowers, Ranald— «oto  a  i>to«,  as  the  Spaniard  saysl 
—a  aery  pretty  positioo— as  pftuy  a  position  for  a 
small  pelocon  of  num  as  I  have  ascn  in  my  service— 
BO  flnemy  oan  come  towards  it  by  the  road  without 
b«iDgat  the  mercy  of  caRaeaand  musket.— Btit  then, 
Basakl,  my  Imsty  coraradcv  yea  have  no  cannon,  1 
dare  to  aver,  and  I  do  not  see-  that  any  of  these  fel- 
hwB  have  muskets  either^  So  with  what  artillery 
yoa  proaoae  .making  good  the  pass,  before  you  oorae 
to  biwia  blows,  truly,  Ranald,  it  passeth  my  appre- 
aeoiien." 

^  With  the  weapons  and  with  the  courage  of  our 
lithae,"  said  MacEagh:  and  made  the  Captain  ob- 
•erve,  that  the  men  of  hie  party  weea  armed  with 
saws  and  arrows. 

**Bow8  end  arrows!"  exolaimed  Dnigettv;  "ha! 
Ml  ha!  have  we  Robin  Hoodaad  Little  John  back 
■gam'}  Bows  and  arruv^  I  why,  the  sight  has  not 
••Ml  seen  in  civilized  war  for  a  hundred  years.  Bows 
Mft  arrows  i  and  why  not  weavers' 4ieama,  as  in  the 
4ay»«f  Goiiah  1  Ahl  that  DugaldDal^ttv,  of  Drum- 
tawackel,  should  live  to  see  men  fight  with  bows  and 
frwwa  1— The  immortal  GoetavUa  would  never  have 
Wieved  it— nor  WaHenatetnT-Haer  Butler— nor  oki 
Tihy.^Well,  Rannkl,  a  cat  can  have  but  its  clawa— 
anee  bows  and  orrowa  are  die  word,  a'en  let  us  make 
Ihebestafit.  Only,  as  i  do  not  understand  t lie  acepe 
ind  rani^  of  such  uki-fashioned  artillery,  you  must 
nake'tbe  best  disposition  you  can  out  of  your  own 
isad;  for  my  taking  the  command,  whilk  I  would 
MM  |4adly  done  had  you  been  to  fif^ht  with  any 
Christian  weapons,  ie  oia  of  the  question,  when  you 
tia  to  oambat  like  quivered  Numioiana.  I  will,  how- 
•nr,  play  my  part  with  aiy  pistols  in  the  approach- 
in*  melley,  in  respect  my  carabine  unhappily  remains 
H  ^atftavWs  saddle.— My  aerviee  and  thanks  to 
van,  ^  he  eoniinued,  a<ldressiag  a  mountaineer  K^ho 
oHtatfed  him  a  bow;  "  Diignld  Dalsetty  uiayaay  of 
uaaeU;  as  he  learned  at  Mare6cbal-College« 
Nnn  «ir«t  Mnuri  JMjotf*,  nmnme  <rco, 
Nee  vesenokt  gmvidA  Mi^Uti*, 

•  Fojuw.  ptMTBtrt : 

ahilk  is  to  say" 

iiaaald  MacBagh  a  second  time  imposed  silence 
oatiA  talkative  oommaoder  as  before,  by  pulling  hia 
Jt^*  *ad  po'mting  down  the  pass.  The  bay  oi  the 
Jjjpd hound  was  now  approaching  nearer  and  nearer, 
JJ[*tbey  could  bear  the  voices  of  several  persons,  who 
tMQmMaied  the  aniinid,  and  hajlooed  to  eiicb  otlier 
JJ  they  dispersed  occasionally,  either  in  theliurry  of 
wtir  advance,  or  in  order  to  search  more  accurately 
"be  thickets  as  they  came  along.  They  were  ohvi- 
jaslvdra«vingnearerand  nearer  every  moment.  Mac- i 
{^^jhiHi  the  meantime,  proposed  to  Captain  Dalgetty 
[0  aisencumber  bwiaotf  of  his  armour,  and  gave  him  1 
u>  undcTBtand  that  the  women  should  transport  it  to 

•  pace'of  safety. 

I  crave  your  pardon,  sir,"  said  Dalgetty,  "  such  je 
*>*M»c  rule  of  our  foreign  service;  in  respect  I  re- 
*  ■Haiber  the  regiment  ot  Finland  cuirassiers  repri- 
"5***p9d,  and  their  kettle-drams  taken  from  them,  by 
je  immort/il  Qustavus,  because  they  had  rssumed 
uie  permiMifHf  ^a  JAMpb,  ^i4><^^  U^^jr  fipifltit^  and 


to  leave  tkam  with  the  Uwmw^  TMkfft  6ii  ibef 
strdie  ketue-druins  agaio.at  ilie  bead  of  that  famoua 
regiment  until  they  bohaved  iheaMelves  so  dotalily 
at  the  hold  of  Leipsic )  a  lesson  whiik  is  aoi  to  ha 
foTKOttsn,  any  more  thau  ihatexolauoation  of  iheiior 
mortal  GustRvus,  'IVow  shaU  I  kiiow  if  my  ui!ieeia 
love  me,  by  their  putting  on  their  armour;  aince,  u 
my  officers  are  slain,,  who  shall  lead  my  soldiers  into 
victory')'  NevertheleaSi  friend  Ranald,  thisjs withoal 
preyudice  to  my  being  rid  of  these  aomewbai  heavji 
boots,  providing  lean  obtain  any  other  euccedaneumt 
for  I  presume  not  to  sav  that  mvibare  8ol«>s  are  forii-t 
fied  so  as  to  endure  the  flints  and  thorns,  as  aeema  .U$ 
be  the  case  with  your  foiiowers."  ? 

To  rid  the  Captain  of  his  cumbrous  greaves,  and 
case  his  feet  in  a  pair  of  brogwea  made  out  of  deer* 
skin,  which  a  Uiglilander  strapped  ofi'for  his  acoonw 
modation,  was  the  work  of  a  minute,  and  Dalgettir 
foimd  himself  much  Ughtenvd  by  the  exelHinge.  Ha 
wns  ill  the  act  of  recommending  to  Ranald  Maoi 
Eagh,  to  send-  two  or 'three  of  his  followers  a  little 
lower  to  reconnoitre  tlie  passy  and,  at  the  same  time| 
somewhat  to  extend  his  front,  placing  two  detached 
ardiers  at  each  flaak  bv  way  ofvoaiB  of  obsarveikM^ 
when  the  near  cry  of  the  hound  apprised  them  ihaf 
the  pinaucrs  were  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  pas&  All  waa 
then  dead  silence;  fos,  loquacious  as  he  was  on.QllK] 
occasions,  Captain  Dalgetiy  knew  weU  tlie  necaautt 
of  an  ambush  keeping  itsell' under  covert. 

The. moon  gleamed  OA  the  broken  path- way,  and 
on  the  prujeciing  clids  of  rock  round  which  it  windedi 
its  light  intercepted  here  and  there  by  the  brtmcfaaaof 
bushes  and  dwarf<-trees,  M4iich,  finding  nourishmeaf 
in  tlie  crevices  of  the  rocks,  in  some  places  oveiafaai 
do  wed  the  brow  and  ledge  of  the  precipicej  Below,  a 
thick  copse- wood  lay  in  deep  and  dark  ahadDw.some^ 
what  resembling  tlie  billows  of  a  hal£^sese  ooeaiu 
From  the  bosom  of  that  darkness,  and  cbee  to. tha 
boitonsof  the  precipice,  the  hound  was  hcjard  alftti^ 
tervals  baying  fearfully,  sounds  which  were  rsdoublad 
by  the  echoes  of  the  woods  and  rocks  aruuad,  Aiimt 
tervals,  these  sunk  into  deep  silence,  interrupted  aii^ 
by  the  plash iiiK  noise  of  a  small  nmnel  of  wUteri 
which  partly  fell  from  the  rock;  partly  found  a  mora 
silent  passage  to  the  bottom  alonf^  ks  promoting  saf^ 
face.  Voices  of  men  weie  also  heard  in  stifled  oo»i 
verse  below;  it  seemed  as  if  iheparsnets  had  notdia-i 
covered  the  narrow  path  whioh  Jed  to  the  (op  of  the 
rock,  or  that^  having  diaoov^ed  it^  the  peri:  of  tha 
ascent,  ioined  to  the  imperfect  light,  and  ihk  uncer- 
tainty whether  it  might  not  be  dafended,  mad*  iheni 
hesitate  to  attempt  it. 

At  length  a  shadowy  £gufie  was  Been,  which  raised 
itself  up  from  the  abyas  of  darkness  .below,  and| 
emerging  into  tlie  pale  moonlight,  began %autiottsly 
and  slowly  to  ascend  the  rocky  path.  The  ontlifla 
was  so  distinctly  maiked,  that  daprajn  Daketty  cauM 
discover  not  only  the  person  of  a  Highlander,  nut  tlia 
long  gun  which  he  carried  in  his  hand,  and  the  plume 
of  feathers  which  decorated -his  bonnet.  "  Tausend 
teijltnt  that  I  should  say  so,  and  so  like  to  be  near 
my  latter  end !"  ej|acolaXra  theCa^aki,  but  under  bis 
breath,  ''what  will  become  of  us,  now  they  have 
brought  musketry  to  encounter  our  archers  1" 

But  just  as  th^  pursuer  had  attained  a  piojecting 
piece  of  rock  about  half  way  up  the  asoent^  and,  pau- 
sing, ma  e  a  sigp^al  for  those  who  were  still  at  the 
bottom  to  follow  him,  an  arrow  whistled  irom  the 
bow  pf  one  of  the  Chihtren  of  the  Mist,  and  Irtinsfixwl 
him  with  so  fVital  a  woimd.  that,  without  a  single  ef- 
fort to  save  himself,  hek>a(.his  balanae,  and  fail  Dead- 
long  from  the  cli£*on  whKh  he  stopo,  ijito  the  dark* 
ness  below.  The  crash  of  the  bougos  which  received 
him,  aod  the  heavy  sound  of  his  fall  from  thence  ta 
tBe  groiwid.  was  followed  by  a  cry  of  horror  and  siur-^ 
prise,  which  burst  from  hia  followers.  The  Childrcq 
of  the  Mist,  encouraged  in  proportion  to  the  alanif 
tliis  firstlauocess  had  caused  among  tho  pursuers^ 
echoed  bnck  the  clamour  with  a  kiud  and  shrill  yeQ 
of  exultation^  and,  showing  themselvea  on  the  brow 
of  the  precipice,  with  wild  cries  and  vindictive  geai 
tares,  efuieavoured  to  impress  on  their  enemies  a 
sense  at  once  of  their  courage,  their  numbers,  anil 
t|^ptate,o(4eienc^  £v^g^«i^I^bf^aii^, 


ntSM  OF  MT  LAfCDLQUI. 


\T9tMr*Xr 


^mty  pndmcb  M  not  fMvsht  his  TiiHig  nm  nnd  cull 
tig  out  to  Raittld,  mofelond  than  prudenoe  wtrrmnt- 
M,  *'  Car9ce9,  oomrscld,  M  the  Spaniard  says!  The 
•ong  bow  for  everl  In  my  poor  spprehenaion  now, 
were  yoti  to  order  ■  fil&  to  adYance  and  take  poei- 
lion" I 

"  The  flo8M«iach  I"  cried  a  Toice  from  beneath, 
^  mark,  the  Saesenach  sidier  I  I  aee  the  glitter  of  hia 
Weaatplate."  At  the  same  time  three  musketa  were 
ii«eharged ;  and  while  one  hall  rattled  against  the 
•eralet  of  proof;  to  the  strength  of  which  our  valiant 
Captain  had  been  more  than  once  indebted  for  hia 
life,  another  penetrated  the  armour  which  covered 
the  front  of  his  leA  thifth,  and  stretched  him  on  the 
ground.  Ranald  instantly  seized  him  in  his  arms, 
and  bore  htm  back  from  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
while  he  dolefUlIf  ejacttlated,  '*!  slwajrs  told  the  im- 
mortal OuatavttS,  Wallenstetn,  Tillf,  and  other  men 
of  the  sword,  that,  in  my  poor  mmd,  taalets  ought 
to  be  made  musket^proof. 

With  two  or  three  earnest  words  in  Gaelic,  Mac- 
Ka|di  commended  the  wounded  man  to  the  charge 
oif  uie  femalee,  who  were  in  the  rear  of  hts  little  party, 

1  was  then  about  to  return  to  the  contest.    But, 


Mrs) 

»1im3.- 


Suettv  detained  him,  grasping  a  firm  hold  of  his 
id*—   I  know  not  how  this  matter  may  end—but 


I  lequest  you  will  inform  Montrose,  that  I  died  like  a 
fsUower  of  the  immortal  Oijstavua— and  I  pray  you, 
take  heed  how  you  quit  yovr  present  strength^  even 
far  the  potpose  of  pursuimt  the  enemy,  if  you  gam  any 

gdvantaae--  and— and" 

'  Hers  Dalgettjr's  breath  and  eyesight  bmn  to,  fail 
kim  thro«m  baa  of  blood,  and  MacRagh,  availing 
Bimoelf  of  thia  circumstance,  extricated  from  his 
■raap  the  end  of  his  own  mantle,  and  aubstituted 
that  of  a  fiimale,  by  which  the  Captain  hekl  stoutly, 
thereby  aecanng,  as  he  conceived,  the  outlaw's  at- 
tention to  the  militarv  instructions  which  he  con- 
timisd  to  pour  forth  while  he  had  any  breath  m  utter 
ftam,  though  they  became  gradually  more  and  more 
(•coherent—**  And,  comrade,  you  will  be  sura  to  keep 
voor  musketeers  in  advance  oif  your  aiand  of  pikes, 
tioohaber-axea,  and  two-handed  swords— Stand  fast, 
dragoons,  en  the  left  flank !— where  was  1 1— Ay,  and, 
Ranald,  if  ye  be  minded  to  retreat,  leave  some  lighted 
laatches  bnrmng  on  the  branches  of  the  trees— it 
•hows  as  if  they  ware  lined  with  shot—  But  1  forget 
*^t  have  no  matcb-4ockanor  habergeons— only  bows 
MM  arrowa !  bowa  and  arrows !  ha !  ha !  ha  (" 

Hare  the  Captain  sunk  back  in  an  exhausted  con- 
dUtipn,  altogether  ooable  to  resist  the  sense  of  the 
ludicrous  which,  aa  a  modem  man«at-arnis,  he  con- 
aeeted  with  tba  idea  of  these  ancient  weapone  of  war. 
|t  was  a  long  time  ere  he  recovered  his  senses ;  and, 
Ul  the  maantime,  we  leave  him  in  the  care  of  the 
Daaghtera  of  the  Mist;  narses  as  kind  and  attentive, 
m  rsaUty,  aa  they  ware  wild  and  uncouth  in  outward 
•ppearauoa. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Bet  if  no  fliithleu  action  itain 

•Phy  true  and  conStiuit  word, 
m  miki!  th«A  fhJiMMii  hf  mv  pso, 

Aii4  ffloriiMM  tar  my  nrorl 

ril  mm  thee  in  mch  nnble  wnyi 

An  nM*er  were  kitowa  twAwe  i 
I'H  deck  and  ertwn  thy  h««4  urith  bay*. 

And  tov«  Uiee  mon  and  inor<e.— Af  OMxaosa's  {.lae*. 

W«  most  now  leave,  with  whatever  regret,  the 
Taliaht  Captain  Dalgettv,  to  recover  of  his  wounds 
or  otherwise  as  fate  imau  determine,  in  order  briefly 
to  trace  the  military  operations  of  Montrose,  worth/ 
fls  the7  are  of  a  more  important  page,  and  a  better 
histonan.  By  the  assistance  of  the  chieftains  whom 
We  have  commemorated,  and  more  especially  by  the 
(imction  of  the  Mutrays,  Stewarts,  and  olfker  clans 
of  Athole,  which  were  peculiarly  zealous  in  the  royal 
caase,  he  soon  assembled  an  army  of  two  or  three 
thousand  Highlanders,  to  whom  he  successfully 
Onited  the  Insfa  under  Colkitto.  This  last  leader, 
who,  to  me  great  embarrassment  of  Milton's  com- 
laiiiitaiorft  r  MMaMtttntad  m  om  ^  t&at  giaM 


poet's  aowseta,*  arao  #i<a»ari>  nowsd  AMatsr,  <ir  AItt 
ander  M'Domiell,  by  liirth  a  Scottish  ialeraaaa,  tad 
related  to  the  Earl  of  Antitm,  to  whoas  patroaagekfl 
owed  the  command  asajgard  him  in  the  Iriah  iroan. 
In  many  respects  he  merited  this  diattnetio^.  He 
was  brave  to  intrepidity^  imd  almost  to  inaenaibility; 
very  strong  and  active  in  peraon,  completely  nssto 
of  his  weapons,  and  always  ready  to  show  theexaah 
pie  in  the  extremity  of  danger.    To  oounterbalaaee 


tbeae  good  qualitias.  it  must  to  recorded,  that  he  vat 
inexperienced  in  military  tactiosu  and  of  a  jealoBaaad 
presumptuous  dispoaitton,  which  often  lost  to  Mos- 


trose  the  frbitaof  Col|iitto's  gaUantrjp.  Vet  aoch  it 
the  predouiinanee  of  outward  peraonsi  qualities  in 
the  eyes  of  a  wild  people,  chat  the  feats  of  atreagth 
and  courage  ahown  by  this  champion,  seem  to  hafi 
made  a  stronger  impresabn  upon  the  minda  of  tk 
Hiiihlanders,  than  toe  military  akiU  and  obivalnNt 
spirit  of  the  great  Maniuis  of  Montroaa  Nunt- 
roua  traditions  are  still  preserved  in  the  HtflMsod 
glens  oonoerningAliaterM'DofMiell^  though  thaoam 
of  Montrose  is  rarely  mentioned  among  meaa. 

The  point  upon  wHieb  Montroaa  finally  aaaambid 
his  little  srmv,  was  in  Strathsaro,  on-  the  verge  of 
the  Highlands  of  Perthahira,  so  aa  to  manaoa  tht 
principal  town  of  that  ooanty. 

His  enemi^  were  not  onpreoared  for  hia  mecsptioo. 
Argyle,  at  the  head  of  hie  Hignhindei>s,  waa  doggiag 
the  steps  of  the  Irish  from  the  wast  ta  the  east,  and 
by  force,  fear,  or  influence,  had  ooUeoted  an  army 
nearly  suflioient  to  hevs  given  bafde  le  that  ooder 
Montrose.  The  Lowlands  were  also  prepared,  for 
reasons  which  we  assigned  at  the  beginning  of  this 
tale.  A  body  of  aix  thousand  infantry,  and  aix  or 
seven  thousand  cavalry,  which  pi|ofanely  assumed  ths 
title  of  God's  army,  had  been  hastily  sssemblsd  fioai 
the  shires  of  Fife,  Angus,  Perth.  Stirling,  and  the 
neighbouring  counties.  A  much  less  force  in  former 
times,  nay,^  even  in  the  preceding  reign,  woukl  fasvi 
been  suflicient  to  have  aeeured  the  Lowlsnds      '-- 


a  mora  formidable  descent  of  iliahlandera,  thaa 
those  united  under  Montrose ;  hut  timea  nad  chained 
strangelv  within  the  laat  half  century.  Before  that 
period,  the  Lowlandera  were  as  coostandy  aagagBd 
in  war  as  the  mountaineers,  and  were  incompMwy 
better  disciplined  and  armed.  The  favourite  ScoitieQ 
order  of  battle  aomewhat  reaentMed  the  Macedonian 
phalanx.  Their  infantry  formed  r  compact  body, 
armed  with  long  spesrs,  impenetrsnle  even  to  toe 
men-st-arms  of  the  age,  though  well  mounted,  and 
arrayed  in  complete  proof.  It  may  easilv  be  oaa- 
oeived,  therefore,  that  their  ranks  could  not  he  broken 
by  the  disorderly  charge  of  H  inland  infantry  armed 
for  doae  combat  only,  with  swords,  and  ill  famished 
with  misaile  wespons,  and  having  no  artillsry 
whatever. 

This  habit  of  flght  was  in  a  great  measure  changed 
by  the  intr(Kluction  of  muskets  into  the  Scottish  Lew- 
land  service,  which,  not  being  as  yet  combined  with 
the  bayonet,  was  a  formidable  weapon  at  a  diatancei 
but  gave  no  a<wuranca  against  the  enemy  who  ruahfd 
on  to  close  quarters.  The  pike,  indeed,  was  nut 
wholly  disused  in  the  Scottish  army ;  but  it  aras  nii 
longer  the  favourite  weapon,  nor  was  it  relied  upufi 
as  formerly  by  those  in  whose  hands  it  was  ntaoed 
insomuch  thst  DaniH  Liipton,  a  tactician  of  the  day. 
has  arriiien  a  book  expressly  upon  the  superiori^of 
the  musket.  This  change  commenced  as  early  M 
the  wars  of  Oustavus  Adolphus.  whose  marches  were 
made  with  such  rapidity,  that  the  pike  was  vety  aooa 

•  Milton's  Ixiok,  entitled  Tetmohordoo,  lied  been  ridiculed,  it 
would  seem,  by  Uie  divine*  Mflcmbled  at  Wesfminit^r,  tM 
othem,  on  nccount  of  the  hardnmi<i  of  the  tHie  t  and  Mihfln  ia 
hie  eonnet  r^taimtee  upon  the  b«rt>anM»  Soottnih  aeanewaidl 
the  Civil  Ver  had  made  feailiar  to  BiNrii^  «au  :— 


'  why  iff  it  harder,  lin,  than  Gordon, 

VorMT      ■"     —  .-7   -. 

Tlieee  nirved  r 
~  MM  ha 


comtf. 


Why  Iff  it  hamer.  airs,  Uiaa  Oornon, 

or  M' Donald,  ur  Gal/a«)) 

jrved  names  to  oar  like  months  grow  iMk» 


That  woMld  haveoiade  Qwinlilian  stare  und  (asp. 

We  may  sappose."  says  Bishop  Newton,  "  that  these  wso 
persons  of  note  amonf  the  Scotc'i  ministers,  who  were  M* 
preasing  and  enfbreina  ttie  Covenant  ;**  wtmsas  Mitton  oal» 
latenda  to  hdieote  U»e  urtMruni  of  Oeottiah  oamae  tn  lenswIL 

'  qaote*.  indiaerimiaalAly,  that  of  QiiU  .... 

ties  of  Uw  CotW)tnt.  and  thoft  of  Colkittf 


h^Tis^^a 
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thrown  wade  in  his  army^  'and  exchanged  for  fire- 
arms. A  circumstance  which  necessarily  accompa- 
nied this  change,  as  well  as  the  estabushnient  of 
standing  armies,  whereby  war  became  a  trade,  was 
die  introduction  of  a  laborious  and  complicated  sys- 
tem of  discipline,  combining  a  variety  of  words  of 
command  witli  corresponding  operations  and  ma- 
noniTres,  the  neglect  of  any  one  of  which  was  sure 
to  throw  the  whole  into  confusion.  War,  therefore, 
as  practised  among  most  nations  of  Europe,  had  as- 
•omed  much  more  than  formerly  the  character  of  a 
(Hofession  or  mystery,  to  which  previous  practice  and 
experience  were  indispensable  reouisites.  Such  was 
the  natural  consequence  of  'standing  armies,  which 
had  almost  every  where,  and  particularly  in  the  long 
German  wars,  superseded  what  may  be  called  the 
natural  disciplme  of  the  feudal  militia. 

The  Scotush  Lowland  militia,  therefore  laboured 
onder  a  double  disadvantage  when  opposed  to  High- 
Uoders.  They  were  divested  of  the  spear,  a  weapon 
which,  in  the  hands  of  their  ancestors,  had  so  often 
repelled  the  impetuous  assaults  of  the  mountaineer : 
iDd  they  were  subjected  to  a  new  and  complicated 
qweiee  of  discipline;  well  adapted,  perhaps,  to  theusc^ 
«f  regular  troops,  who  could  be  rendered  completely 
masters  of  it,  but  tending  only  to  confuse  the  ranks 
of  dtixen  soldiers,  by  whom  it  was  rarely  practised, 
and  imperfectly  understood.  So  much  has  been  done 
in  oar  own  time  in  bringing  back  tactics  to  their  first 
pftnciplea,  and  in  getting  nd  of  the  pedantry  of  war, 
that  it  is  easy  for  us  to  estimate  the  disadvantages 
under  which  a  half-trained  militia  laboured,  who 
were  taught  to  consider  success  as  depending  upon 
tbeir  exercising  with  precision  a  system  of  tactics, 
which  they  probably  only  so  far  comprehended  as  to 
find  out  when  they  were  wrong,  but  without  the 
power  of  getting  right  again.  Neither  (^n  it  be  de- 
nied, that,  in  the  material  points  of  military  habits 
and  warliJie  spirit,  the  Lowlanders  of.the  seventeenth 
century  had  sunk  far  beneath  their  Highland  coun- 
tirmen. 

From  the  earlicit  period  down  to  the  union  of  the 
crowns,  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland,  Lowlands  as 
well  as  Highlands,  had  been  the  constant  scene  of  war, 
foreign  and  domestic :  and  there  was  probably  scarce 
one  of  its  hardy  inhabitants,  between  the  age  of  six- 
teen and  sixty,  who  was  not  as  willing  in  point  of 
fact,  as  b  ^  was  literally  bound  in  law,  to  assume  arms 
at  the  first  call  of  his  liege  lord,  or  of  a  royal  procla- 
mation. The  law  remained  the  same  in  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  as  a  hundred  years  before,  but  the 
race  of  those  subjected  to  it  had  been  bred  up  under 
very  different  feelings.  They  had  sat  in  quiet  under 
their  vine  and  under  their  fig-tree,  and  a  call  to  battle 
uivolved  a  chanze  of  life  as  new  as  it  was  disagreea- 
ble. Such  of  tnem,  also,  who  lived  near  unto  the 
Highlands,  were  in  continual  and  disadvantageous 
contact  with  the  restless  inhabitants  of  those  moun- 
UmsL  by  whom  their  cattle  were  driven  off,  their 
dwellings  plundered,  and  their  persons  insulted,  and 
who  had  acquired  over  them  that  Sort  of  supenority 
arising  from  a  constant  system  of  aggression.  The 
Lowlanders,  who  lay  more  remote,  and  out  of  reach 
of  these  depredations,  were  influenced  by  the  exag- 
gerated reports  circulated  concerning  the  Highland- 
«!,  whom,  as  totally  dif!ering  in  laws,  language,  and 
dress,  they  were  induced  to  regard  as  a  nation  of 
■•^gea,  equally  void  of  fear  and  of  humanity.  These 
various  prepossessions,  joined  to  the  less  warlike 
hthits  or  the  Lowlanders,  and  their  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  the  new  and  complicated  system  of  discipline 
fcr  which  they  had  exchanged  their  natural  mode  of 
fisating,  plaopd  them  at  great  disadvantage  when 
<'Ppo8ed  to  the  Highlander  m  the  field  of  battle.  The 
iQountaineers,  on  the  contrary,  with  the  arms  and 
<»QrBge  of  their  fathers,  possessed  also  their  simple 
™  natund  system  of  tactics,  and  bore  down  with 
the  fullest  confidence  upon  an  enemy,  to  whom  any 
^g  they  had  been  taught  of  discipline  was,  like 
^9W9  armour  upon  David,  a  hinderance  rather  than 
•  (j^  "  because  they  had  not  proved  it." 

I]  was  with  such  disadvantages  on  the  one  side, 
•nd  such  advantages  on  the  other,  to  counterbalanee 
(oe  difierence  of  superior  numbers  and  the  presence 
V«i.Ul  W 


of  artillery  and  cavalry,  that  Montrose  encountered^ 
the  army  of  Lord  Elcho  upon  the  field  of  Tipper- 
muir. ,  The  Presbyterian  clergy  had  not  been  wanting 
in  their  efforts  to  rouse  the  spirit  of  their  followers; 
and  one  of  them,  who  harangued  the  troops  on  ths. 
very  day  of  battle,  hesitated  not  to  say,  that  if  ever 
God  spoke  by  his  mouth,  he  promised  them,  in  His 
name,  that  day,  a  great  and  assured  victory.  The  ca- 
valry and  artillery  were  also  reckoned  sure  warrants  of 
success,  as  the  novelty  of  their  attack  had  upon  former 
occasions  been  very  discouraging  to  the  Highlanders. 
The  place  of  meeting  was  an  open  heath,  and  the 
ground  afforded  little  advantage  to  either  party,  ex- 
cept that  it  allowed  the  horse  of  the  Covenanters  to 
act  with  cfiect 

A  battle,  upon  which  so  much  depended,  was  ne- 
ver more  easily  decided.  The  Lowland  cavalry 
made  a  show  of^charging :  but,  whether  thrown  into 
disorder  by  the  fire  of  musketrvt  or  deterred  by  a 
disaflfection  to  the  service  said  to  have  prevailed 
among  the  gentlemen,  they  made  no  impression  on 
the  Highlanders  whatever,  and  recoiled  in  disorder 
from  ranks  which  had  neither  bayonets  nor  pikes  to 
protect  them.  Montrose  saw,  and^  instantly  availed 
himself  of  this  advantage.  He  ordered  his  whole 
army  to  charge,  which  they  performed  with  the  wild 
and  desperate  valour  pecuhar  to  mountaineers.  Ono 
officer  of  the  Covenanters  alone,  trained  in  the  Ita- 
lian wars,  made  a  desperate  defence  upon  the  right 
wing.  In  every  other  point  their  line  was  penetrated 
at  the  first  onset;  and  this  advantage  once  obtained, 
the  Lowlanders  were  utterly  unable  to  contend  at 
close  quarters  with  their  more  agile  and  athletic 
enemies..  Many  were  slain  on  the  field,  and  auch  a 
number  in  the  pursuit,  that  above  one  third  of  the 
Covenanters  were  reported  to  have  fallen ;  in  which 
number,  however,  must  be  computed  a  great  many 
fat  burgesses  who  broke  their  wmd  in  the  flight,  and 
thus  died  without  stroke  of  sword.* 

The  victors  obtained  possession  of  Perth,  and  ob- 
tained considerable  sums  of  money,  as  well  as  ample 
supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition.  But  those  ad- 
vantages were  to  be  balanced  against  an  almost  in- 
sumnountable  inconvenience  that  uniforndy  attended 
a  Highland  army.  The  clans  could  be  in  no  respect 
induced  to  consider  themselves  as  rd^ar  soldiers,  or 
to  act  as  such.  Even  so  late  as  the  year  1745-6^  when 
the  Chevalier  Charles  Edward,  by  way  of  making  an 
example,  caused  a  soldier  to  be  shot  for  desertion,  the 
Highlanders,  who  composed  his  army,  were  affected 
as  much  by  indignation  as  by  fear.  They  could  not 
conceive  any  principle  of  justice  upon  which  a  man's 
life  could  be  taken,  for  merely  going  home  when  it 
did  not  suit  him  to  remain  longer  with  tlie  army. 
Such  had  been  the  uniform  practice  of  their  fathers. 
When  a  battle  was  oveOhe  campaign  was,  in  their 
opinion,  ended ;  if  it  was  lost,  they  sought  safety  in 
their  mountains— if  won.  they  returned  there  to 
secure  tlieir  booty.  At  other  times  they  had  their 
cattle  to  look  after,  and  their  harvests  to  sow  or  reap, 
without  which  their  families  would  have  perished  for  ' 
want.  In  either  6as&  there  was  an  end  of  their  ser- 
vices for  the  time ;  and  though  they  were  easily  enough 
recalled  by  the  prospect  of  fresh  adventures  and  more 
plunder,  yet  the  opportunity  of  success  was,  in  the 
meantime,  lost,  and  could  not  afterwards  be  recovered. 
This  circumstance  serves  to  show,  even  if  history  had 
not  made  us  acquainted  with  the  same  fact,  that  the 
Highlanders  had  never  been  accustomed  to  make  war 
witn  the  view  of  permanent  conquest,  but  only  with 
the  hope  of  deriving  temporary  advantage,  or  deciding 
some  immediate  quarrel.  It  also  explains  th^  reason 
why  Montrose,  with  all  his  splendid  successes,  never 
obtained  any  secure  or  permanent  footing  in  the  Low- 
lands, and  why  even  those  Lowland  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  who  were  inclined  to  the  royal  cause, 
showed  diffidence  and  reluctance  to  join  an  army  of 
a  character  so  desidtory  and  irreguhir,  as  might  lead 
themat  all  times  to  apprehend  that  the  Highlanders, 
securing  themselves  by  a  retreat  to  their  mountaini, 

*  We  chooM  to  quote  oar  aathoritf  for  •  fact  go  linfular  :— 
A  ffTMt  nwnjr  bnrgetiee  were  killed— twenty-five  ho«whold> 
era  in  St  Andrews-Hoanr  were  bureten  in  the  fliffht,  tnd  died 
withoat  stroke."— Sm  Bailus*s  I«tnn,  voL  Upei^^ 
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would  Ifave  wfaalefor  Lowlandm  mifriit  haTe  joined 
them  to  tne  mercjr  of  an  oflfendiYl  ana  predominant 
cn«m]r*  The  same  consideration  will  aL«o  serve  to 
acooant  for  the  sudden  marches  which  Montrose  was 
obliged  to  undertake,  in  order  to  recruit  his  army  in 
the  mountains,  and  for  the  rapid  chnngcA  of  fortune, 
by  which  we  often  find  him  oblii^od  to  retreat  froui 
befure  those  enemies  over  whom  he  had  recently  been 
v^ctorioud.  If  there  should  be  any  who  read  theso 
tales  for  any  further  purposr  than  that  of  imruciliatu 
amusement,  thev  will  find  these  remnrks  not  uiiwor- 
^      thv  of  their  recollection. 

It  was  owinz  to  such  causes,  the  Hlnckness  of  the 
Lowland  loyaliBtD,  and  the  t'/niporiry  deMrtiou  of 
his  Highland  followers,  that  Montro:^  found  himself, 
even  after  the  deciHivo  victory  of  Tipperniuir,  in  no 
condition  to  face  the  second  army  with  which  Ar^le 
advanced  ui>on  him  from  the  wentwarii.  In  iJiis 
emergcncy.Hupplyinsby  velocity  the  wnniof  strpjififtli, 
ho  moved  suddenly  from  Penh  to  Dundee,  and  bcmg 
refused  admission  :nto  that  town,  fell  north  wani  ubon 
Aberdeen,  wh«jre  he  expected  to  U?  joiat;d  by  the  Gor- 
dons and  other  loyalists.  Uut  the  zcal  of  thcst:  gen- 
tlemen was,  r)r  the  time,  i  ii^otually  bridlid  by  a 
lar;n)  body  of  Covenanters,  cuinniandtxl  by  the  Lord 
Buficigh,  and  s:inpo8(}d  to  ani.)unt  to  tlinro  tliounand 
men.  These  Montrose  boldly  attiicked  with  half 
their  number.  The  battle  wai  fought  under  the  walla 
of  the  city,  and  the  n'solut<*.  valour  of  Moiitryso's 
followers  was  a^ain  uueccss/'ul  against  L^t-ry  disad- 
vantage. 

But  It  was  the  fate  of  this  gn-4it  coniniander  always 
to  gain  the  glory,  but  .«»oldoin  to  reap  the  fruits  of  vic- 
tory. He  had  Hcarcely  time  tu  repose  his  nuiall  anny 
in  Aberdeen,  cro  he  found,  on  the  one  hand,  that  tlie 
Gordons  were  likely  to  be  deterred  from  joinin;;  him, 
by  the  reasims  we  have  mentioned,  with  sonii:  otliers 
peculiar  to  their  chief,  the  Blarquis  of  Huntly ;  on  the 
other  hand,  Argylo,  whose  fonNi.«i  had  been  an^munt- 
od  by  those  of  several  lowland  nobU-nieii,  advanced 
towards  Montrose  at  the  head  of  an  armv  much  lar- 
ger than  he  had  yet  had  to  cope  with.  Thi^se  troons 
moved,  indeed,  with  plowness,  eorrrssponding  to  the 
cautious  character  of  their  oomniaiult.r:  but  even 
that  caution  rendered  Arg^le's  approarh  foruiidablc, 
«nco  his  very  advance  ,implii<l,  that  he  wnn  at  the 
head  of  an  army  irresistibly  superior. 

There  remained  one  mode  of  retreat  open  to  Mon- 
troSiVsnd  he  adopted  it.  He  threw  hiineelf  into  the 
Highianda,  where  he  could  set  pursuit  at  do(iano«>, 
via  wher*^  he  was  «ur<N  in  ••.very  tih^n.  to  n  cover 
iho.-K  recruits  who  had  left  hi.s  i^tandard  Uy  deposit 
their  bo  )ty  in  their  native  faMtne:«s^s  It  wa^  rinis 
that  the  singular  chaiacler  of  the  artny  wiiieh  Mon- 
trosj  comm.iude<l.  while,  on  the  one  hrtn<l,  it  rt  ndere«i 
his  victory  in  .-oine  degrf^e  nii;jatoi-y,  t  nabU'd  In  in. 
on  the  other,  under  tlu;  most  diHadv!inta,itouM  eir- 
cumstanccii,  to  sei^urr?  his  ret  rent,  n  <Tnit  \un  foreej*, 
and  rcndi  r  hiuisi'lf  liiore  foimidabl'.-  tiian  i  vcr  to  tlu- 
cncmy  before  whom  he  hati  lately  bc.n  uiial>l«*  to 
make  a  Man<l. 

On  theprf*Mit  o.-.-aslou  l;*^  thr/w  hinj.-'ilf  into  Ha- 
dcnoch,  and  rapidly  travcrsihg  that  di.-tri«i,  us  w.ll 
A>  the  neighb<mring  country  of  Atholr.  In-  jdanneJ 
llic  Covemntcia  by  s:«;ees«MV'.'  attacks  upon  \arious 
uncxpcct'xi  poiiiti*.  and  spn-ad  t«uch  ut  rural  di.^inay, 
that  npeatrd  onlrr**  were  r!i'"i»::iche«i  hy  th*:  Parlia- 
ment to  Argyhi,  iheir  com.'nanoer,  to*  nuigi-,  and  dis- 
perse Montrose  at  all  rat<  a. 

Thc:«  romniandd  from  hiii  suixTiArs  ntitln  r  suite<l 
X\hf^  haughty  spint,  nor  the  tmiporizing  and  i  aiitious 
poltcv,  of  the  nobleman  to  whom  they  w»  re  addn  ssed. 
lie  paid,  accorduigly,  no  ret^nni  ro  ilicin,  Imt  limited 
h:s  «*fi'ort». to  intrigues  amon^  Montro!*#;V  f»'w  Low- 
land followens  iniuyof  whom  had  b^^Ninio  dis:;ii^ifd 
With  the  prospect  of  n  Highland  ranipaign,  whirh  ex- 
posed thfir pcrs«ms  •«^«  intolerable  fatigue,  and  l^ft  their 
estates  at  the  f'ovenanlers'  niorcy.  Accord in;<ly,  si- 
vcrol  of  them  It  ft  Montro8i/H  earnp  at  this  period. 
He  was  ioine*!  }ioweve;r,  by  a  l»t-Kly  uf  forns  of  more 
con?rn;nl  Rpirir,  and  far  betii-r  aoiiptixi  to  the  siiuu- 
tion  m  which  he  found  himsijlf.  This  reinforcement 
e»ifu>uiUxi  of  a  lat^*.  bo^iy  of  Highlander)*,  whom  Col- 
M.tta,  di^MtcJivd  for  that  purpoBc^  had  levied  in  Ax- 


gylethire.  Among  the  more  dutiiiflfaished  was  Jok 
orMoidart,  called  the  Captain  of  Clan  Ranald,  mH 
the  Stewarts  of  Appin,  the  Clan  Gregoi^,  the  dtt 
M'Nab,  and  other  tribes  of  inferior  distinction.  By 
these  means,  Montrose's  army  wa.H  »o  formidably  in- 
creased, that  Argyle  careil  no  longer  to  remain  lo  the 
command  of  that  oppow.^  to  hun,  but  re'ur.ied  to 
Kdinburgh,  and  there  threw  up  \i\»  eoui:i:i^aion.uiid« 
pretence  that  his  army  was  n(»t  supplied  h  itii  reia- 
forcemenus  and  provisions  in  the  inanntr  in  which 
they  ought  to  have  Ix-en.  From  thence  tuo  Marqua 
returned  to  Invi.-rary,  there,  in  full  Sir»:rity,  to  goverr. 
his  feudal  vasi»als,  and  patriarchal  followers,  and  to 
ri'posc  himself  in  safety  on  the  faith  of  the  Clan  prs 
verb  already  quotal  -"'It  is  a  far  cr>"  to  Lochow.  * 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

i^ui-h  mountii'.M  nit  u;*.  »ii<*li  cncfy  hula, 

liu  nrmr  <>n  uno  tiiitc  mh'Iom)  : 
Th'i  oUkt  ifiiif.  m-at  ^ir Jy  rill* 

Did  iciiO)  wiUi  ffiiny  min:  anil  dk>m. 

Which  whon  tin;  FJarl  uniI«rATiK>d. 

He  coMiK'il  rrnvifi}  of  rai>'.<im«  all. 
Whubatle  ih-1  iwrJi  with  ludumriil  nmod. 

Aod  lukv  »u«:!i  I'lirtunii  as  wmnd  I'-ili. 

Flc^d-n  Fi/l-*.  en  Aiu-iru  P«ra. 

Montrose  had  now  a  splendid  caru'r  in  his  view, 
provide  he  could  obtain  the  consent  of  hisgallaal, 
hut  desultory  troops,  and  tht:ir  independent  ehieftaina. 
The  Lowlands  lay  open  before  him  with<>ut  an  army 
adequate  to  check  his  carter;  for  Arg>'le's  follo«cn 
I  had  left  the  Covenanters'  ho.si  when  their  mastrt 
I  threw  up  his  commission,  and  many  otlicr  troopii 
tired  of  the  war,  had  taken  the  same  opportunity  t» 
disband  themM^lvei*.  By  descending  8tr}iUi-Ta|, 
therefore,  one  of  the  most  convenient  passis  from  tne 
Highlands,  Montrose  had  only  to  pret»eiit  himself  in 
I  the  Lowlands,  in  order  to  rou^kr  the  ^l^mIM;ring  spiii: 
of  chivalry  and  of  loyally  which  animated  the  gentle* 
men  lo  ine  north  of  the  Forth.  The  possii^ionof 
these  districts,  witli  or  withoni  a  victory,  would  ciw 
hiin  the  command  of  a  wealthy  and  fxtile  part  of  Uk 
kingdom,  and  would  enable  hlni,  by  ngular  pay,  to 
place  hi»  anny  on  n  more  permanent  footing,  to  pe* 
netrate  as  far  as  the  capital,  pirhaps  from  thence  U 

•  the  Border,  whore  he  df/emcii  it  po?*«ib!c  U)  coniniuoi 
j  cate  tvith  the  yet  iinsuhdui^i  foKvi*  of  King  Charlei 
I  Such  was  the  plan  of  operations  liv  wliieh  tlw 
I  truest  glory  was  to  be  ai^quin-d,  and  tiic  most  iia- 
I  portanl  puoeess  in.'»urrd  for  the  r»'yid  «*a:ise.    .\cev«rd- 

r.r^ly  it  did  not  CHcaii.'  the  ambitions  and  diuinj;  i<pint 

•  of  liir.i  \\hose  services  had  alrtad^  acquired  him  the 
;  title  of  till'  (treat  MaitiiiiH.  But  •>ther  m>)tiveii  acta- 
i  iit.-ti  iiijuiy  i»f  his!  follovMr?,  aiui  pi! hap.**  wvre  not 

v.nhoui  thfir  se«'ni  and  uiiaLknowh.Higed  intlu-nee 

iipiin  lii.^  own  feelings. 
The  Western  (.'hulV»  in  MontroscH  army,  almi)* 
.  l-i  a  ninn,  nganli-d  llie  .Mar'.mi.s  of  Ar^.;)  !c  aa  the  inert 
!  direct  and  prop«'r  object  of  ho.N:;!iius.     Alino-l  allot 

iliem  had  felt  ]\\*  p.  wer :  :Ji]ii>-.i  all,  va  witliilrawing 
.  their  fen-'ihle  im  n  Irom  ilnir  »\mi  aU  n.-'.  Kfi  their  f»* 

iiiiliea  and  pro|Hrly  e\po.-<'d  to  his  vr:i^ia:icc;  w, 
'  Without  exception,  wtn-  di^iroiis  of  dimnushiiishi* 
;  sovereignty:  and  mo^t  of  them  lay  :o  near  his  Irtn- 
.  tori«  s,  that  tney  mi«ht  reaHonably  hop*?  to  U*  gratinn 

by  a  shore,  of  his  si>oil.    To  thii-  Chiefs  the  po?«f 

sion  of  Iiivtraryaiid  its  ra>il<  v.a"*  an  »  vmi  iafiniui)' 

more  important  ami  ilisirablr  than  ihr.  i-iipture  of 
;  Kdinbi:ruh.  The  latter  evt  ni  eie.ild  only  afford  ilieB 
j  rianHinen  a  little  troiii»iiory  na>  or  phi:.i^r;  the  for 
I  nicr  injured  to  th"  Clii-fs  lneiii»t.'lve»  indiinuitvllM 
.  the  past,  and  sieeurity  for  the  lulnre.  B.'»ide«_  Ovtt* 
'  p(-rs4>nal  reasons,  the  It^ad'.rs,  wV.o  favoured  thiaopt- 

iiioti,  plauHih|yur{.:i^l.  that  :houg!i.  at  hii«  lirsl  di^cvot 

into  the  Lowluuds,  3Iontro>ii*  inij;lit  be  wtiieriur  I* 
;  the  •  iiemy,  yet  every  day's  march  lie  made  from  afl 

hilirt  niuht  diminish  his  own  forei.^,  and  expose  hiu 
,  to  the  accumulated  superiority  of  any  army  which 
i  the  (Jovennnters  could  coiUvl  from  the  Lowland  le* 
:  vii  ti  and  garriwns.  On  the  other  hand,  by  cn]»hiiij{ 
.  Ar^ylc  eflertually,  he  would  not  only  permit  his  pw 
.  sent  wi^tern  friends  to  bring  out  that  proportieaoC 
\  lUcii  foTceft  which  they  must  otherwise  leave  at  boas 
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hr  protection  of  their  &miliefl ;  but  fUrther,  he  would 
drmw  to  bis  nttndard  several  tribes  already  friendly 
to  his  c«u«e,  but  who  were  prcveutod  from  joining 
^iiD  by  fear  of  M^Callum  More. 

Thcso  argument^  as  we  have  already  hinted, 
found  something  responsive  in  Montrose's  own  bo- 
soniy  not  quite  consonant  with  the  s;eneral  heroism 
of  his  character.  The  houses  of  AreyTc  and  Montrose 
had  been,  in  former  times,  repestediy  opposed  to  each 
otbr4'  in  war  and  in  politics,  and  the  superior  sdvan- 
lagr^  acquired  bv  the  formiT,  had  made  tJiem  the  sub- 
jccJ  of  envy  ana  dislike  to  the  neighbouring  family, 
who,  conscioos  of  wjual  desert,  nad  not  been  so 
richly  rewarded.  This  was  not  all.  The  existing 
beads  of  thc«n  rival  families  had  stood  in  the  most 
marked  *M)po»iiion  to  each  other  sinc«  the  commence- 
ment ol  the  present  troubles. 

Montrose,  conscious  of  the  ?uperiority  of  his  ta- 
lents, and  of  havmg  rendered  great  service  to  the 
Covenanters  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  had  ex- 
pected from  that  party  the  supereminencc  of  council 
•od  command,  wiiich  they  judged  it  safer  to  intrust 
10  the  more  limited  faculties,  and  more  extensive 
power,  of  hia  rival  Argyle.  They  having  awarded 
this  preference,  was  an  injury  which  Montrose  never 
forgavo  ^  Covenanters  ;  and  he  was  still  lc«s  likely 
to  extend  hispardon  to  Argyle,  to  whom  he  had  been 
postponed.  He  was  therefore  stimulated  by  every 
Keling  of  hatred  which  could  animate  a  fiery  temper 
ia  a  fierce  agc^  to  seek  for  revenge  upon  the  enemy  of 
nis  house  and  person;  and  it  is  probable  that  these 
private  motives  operatetl  not  a  httle  upon  his  mind, 
when  be  found  the  principal  part  of  his  followers 
ieterrained  rather  to  undertake  an  expedition  against 
ht  ternrories  of  Argyle.  than  to  take  the  far  more 
iedsive  atep  of  deecending  at  once  into  the  Low- 
^ds. 

Yet  whatever  temptation  Montrose  found  to  carr> 
mto  effect  his  attack  upon  Argyleshire,  ho  could  not 
Msily  bring  himself  to  renounce  the  splendid  achieve- 
zaent  of  a  descent  upon  the  Lowlands.  He  held 
more  than  one  council  with  the  principal  Chiefs, 
oombatinfL  perhaps,  his  own  secret  inclination  us 
well  as  theirs.  He  laid  before  them  the  extreme 
mlRculty  of  marching  even  a  Highland  army  from 
d)e eastward  into  Argyleshire.  through  passes  scarcely 
Tracticable  for  shepherds  and  deer- stalkers,  and  over 
mountains  with  which  even  the  clans  lying  nearest 
mem  did  not  pretend  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted. 
These  difficulties  were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  sea- 
eon  of  the  year,  which  was  now  advancing  towards 
December,  when  the  mountain-passes,  in  tnomsclves 
•0  difficult,  might  be  expected  to  be  rendered  utterly 
^passable  by  snow-storms.  These  objections  nei- 
ther satisfied  nor  silenced  the  Chiefs,  who  insisted 
ri  their  ancient  mode  of  making  war,  by  driving 
^  cattle,  which,  according  to  the  Gaelic  phrase. 
fed  upon  the  grass  of  their  enemy."  Tl)e  council 
was  dismisaed  fate  at  night,  and  withrmt  coming  to 
•ny  decision,  excepting  that  the  Chiefs,  who  sup- 
ported the  opinion  that  Argyle  should  be  invaded, 
promised  to  soek  out  among  their  followers  those  who 
BiEht  be  mofil  capable  of  undertaking  the  ofBc<  of 
Pudes  upon  the  expedition. 

Montrose  hai  retired  to  the  cabin  which  served 
aim  for  a  tent,  and  stretched  himsolf  upon  a  bed  of 
Jpr  fern,  the  only  place  of  repo»o  which  it  aiibrdod. 
*t  he  courted  sleep  in  vain,  for  the  visions  of  ambi- 
^  excluded  those  of  Morpheus.  In  one  moment 
^  imagined  himself  displaying  the  royal  banner  from 
^  reconquered  Castle  of  Bdmburgh,  detaching  8>- 
ptanoe  to  a  monarch  whose  crown  dtjpendcid  upon 
?*•  ouocesa,  and  receiving  in  requital  rU  the  advan- 
^Ses  and  preferments  which  could  be  heaped  upon  , 
«'»»  whom  a  king  delighteth  to  honoiir.  At  another 
nme  thisdreant,  splendid  as  it 'was,  faded  before  the 
^^^•lon  of  gratified  vengeance,  and  personal  triumph 
^^  a  personal  enemy.  To  aurpnsc  Argyle  in  his 
*|J^ghold  of  Inverary— to  crush  in  him  at  once  the 
nvaj  of  iiig  o^Q  ||0U0e  and  the  chief  Rtipport  of  the 
*^'«*bfterian«— to  show  the  Cowcnanicrs  the  difflr- 
2JC  (>etweieo  the  preferred  Argyle  and  th*-  postponed 
■jntrose,  waa  a  picture  too  flattering  u  ftiidal  ven- 
'^  to  be  easily  relinquished. 


While.he  lay  thus  busied  with  contradictorV  thoughts 
and  feelings,  the  soldier  who  stoiHl  sentinel  upi>u  hit 

Quarters  announced  to  the  Marquis  that  two  persona 
esired  to  speak  with  his  Excellency. 

"Their  names?"  answeretl  Monn*ose,  **and  th« 
cause  of  their  urgency  at  such  a  late  hotir." 

On  these  points,  the  senlint-l,  who  was  one  of  Col-^ 
kitto's  Irishmen,  could  afford  his  General  little  infor- 
mation ;  so  that  Montrose,  who  at  auch  a  period 
durjit  n  fuse  access  to  no  one,  lest  he  might  havebeetr 
in'glecting  some  important  intelligence,  gave  direc- 
tions, as  a  ncceb&ary  precauiiun,  to  put  the  guani  un^ 
der  arms,  and  then  prepared  to  receive  his  untimely 
\  isiters.  His  groom  of  the  chambers  had  scarce  light'* 
ud  a  pair  of  torchcH,  and  Montrose  himself  had  scarce 
risen  from  bis  couch,  when  two  men  entered,  one 
wearing  a  Lowland  dre-a.s  of  shamoy  leather  womf 
almost  to  tatters;  the  other  a  tall  upright  old  High^ 
lander,  of  a  complexion  which  might  be  termed  iron^ 
grav,  wasted  ana  worn  by  fro«t  and  tempest. 

What  may  be  your*  conimanda  with  me,  mjf 
friends  T*  said' the  Maninis,  his  hand  almost  uncon- 
sciously seeking  the  but  of  one  of  hispistols ;  for  th^ 
period,  SB  well  as  the  time  of  night,  warranted  sus-* 
picions  which  the  good  mien  of  nis  visiters  was  no< 
by  any  means  calculated  to  remove. 

•'  I  pray  h  ave  to  concratuluie  you,"  said  the  Low- 
lander,  "  my  most  noble  General,  and  right  hunoura- 
hie  lord,  upon  the  great  battles  whidi  you  have? 
achieved  since  I  had  the  fortune  to  be  detached  from 
you.  It  was  a  pntty  affair  that  tuilzie  at  Tipper-- 
muir;  iieverihclt ."s,  if  I  might  be  permitted  to  coun^ 
scV* 

"Before  doing  so,"  said  the  Marquis,  "wiH  you  bv 
pleased  to  let  me  know  who  is  so  kind  as  to  favour 
me  with  his  opinion  V 

"Tndy,  my  lord,"  replietl  tlie  man,  "I  should  havef 
hoped  that  was  unnecessary,  seeing  it  is  not  so  long 
Hincu  1  took  on  in  your  service  under  promise  of  v 
cummisaion  as  Major,  with  hall  a  dollar  of  doily  pay' 
and  ha'f  a  dollar  of  arrears;  and  I  am  to  trust  your 
lord.«4hip  has  not  forgotten  my  pny  as  well  as  my  per-- 
son?" 

"  My  jTood  friend.  Major  Dalgctty,"  said  Montro8i\ 
who  by  this  time  perfectly  rccollecied  his  man,  "voir 
niu.st  ciinsicJer  what  important  things  have  happened 
to  put  my  friends'  lace^  out  of  niy  memory,  l»esidea' 
this  imperfect  light ;  but  all  conditions  shall  ne^kept.— 
And  what  new.**  from  Arsoleshire,  my  good  Major? 
We  have  long  given  you  up  for  lost,  and  I  was  now" 
preparing  to  take  the  most  signal  vengeance  uptm  ihe^ 
old  fox  H'h*^  infringwi  the  law  of  arms  in  your  per 
son." 

"Truly,  my  noble  lord,"  said  Dalgctiy,  "  I  have  na* 
desire  tliat  my  return  should  put  any  stop  to  .«io  proper' 
and  becoming  an  intention ;  verily  it  is  in  no  shape 
in  th^  Karl  oi  Argyle's  favour  or  mercy  that  I  now' 
stand  before  you,  :ind  I  shall  be  no  interet^ssor  for* 
him.  But  my  escape  is,  under  Heaven,  uud  the  cx-^ 
erellcnt  dexterity  which,  as  an  old  ami  aecouiplishefi 
cavalior,  1  d'?playcd  in  eflecting  the  same.— I  sav, 
under  ihew,  il  is  owing  to  the  assistance  of  this  old' 
Highlander,  whom  I  venture  to  recommend  to  your 
lordship's  special  favour,  as  the  instrument  of  savins' 
your  lordship's  to  lonnnand,  Dii^ald  Dalgetty  ot* 
Prumthwacket."  \ 

"  A  thankworthy  serN  iee,"  said  the  Marqui.s  graveljv 
"which  shall  ctnainly  be  re<|uited  in  the  manner  if 
dfiHerves." 

"  Kneel  down,  Ranald,"  said  Major  Dalgetty,  (ii» 
wc  must  now  call  bin*,)  '* kneel  down,  afid  ki^^s  hi** 
I'xcellcncy'h  hand." 

The  prescribed  form  of  acknowledgment  not  hemp:* 
."iccordrng  to  the  custom  of  Ranald^a  country,  he  con- 
tentr<l  himself  with  folding  his  arms  on  his  bosom, 
and  making  a  low  inclination  of  bis  head.  * 

"This  poor  man,  my  lord,"  said  Major  Dalgmty. 
contimiing  his  wpeech  with  a  dignified  air  of  protee- 
tion  towards  Hanald  MaeEogh, "has  strained  all  h'w 
Hlender  means  to  defend  my  person  from  mine  cnt^ 
mies,  although  bavingnobttter  weapons  of  a  mipsi.u 
sort  than  bows  and  arrows, 'whilk  your  lordship  w  .1^ 
hardly  believe." 

"  You  will  see  a  great  manr  «ueh  weapons  :i\  my 
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camp,"  said  Montrose,  "ana  we  find  tbem  aenriee- 

'*  Serviceable,,  ray  lord!"  said  Dalgetty;  "I  trust 
your  lordship  will  permit  roe  to  be  surprised— bows 
^nd  arrows !— I  trust  you  will  forgive  my  recommend- 
ing the  substitution  of  muskets,  the  first  convenient 
opportunity.  But  besides  defending  me,  this  honest 
Highlander  also  was  at  the  pains  of  curing  me,  in 
respect  that  I  had  got  a  touch  of  the  wars  m  my  re- 
irt^at,  which  merits  my  best  requital  in  this  special 
introduction  of  him  to  your  lordship's  notice  and  pro- 
tection," 

"  what  is  your  name,  my  friend?"  said  Montrose, 
turning  to  the  Highlander. 
"  1 1  may  not  be  spoken,"  answered  the  mountaineer. 
"That  IS  to  say,^'  interpreted  Major  Dalgetty,  "  he 
fiesires  to  Imve  his  name  concealed,  m  respect  he  hath 
\n  former  days  taken  a  castle,  slain  certain  children, 
and  done  other  things,  whilk,  as  ypur  good  lordship 
knows,  are  often  practised  in  war  lime,  but  excite  no 
benevolence  towards  the  perpetrator  in  the  fiiends  of 
those  who  sustain  injury.  I  nave  known,  in  my  mili- 
tary experience,  many  brave  cavaliers  put  to  death  by 
the  b«»ors,  simply  for  having  used  military  license  upon 
the  country." 

"I  understand,"  said  Montrose:  "This  person  is 
at  feud  with  some  of  our  followers.  Let  him  retire  to 
the  court  of  guard,  and  we  will  think  of  the  beet  mode 
of  protecting  him." 

"  Vou  hear,  Ranald,^  said  Major  Dalgetty,  with  an 
air  of  superiority,  "  his  Excellency  wishes  to  hold 
privy  council  witn  me,  you  must  go  to  the  court  of 
guard.— He  does  not  know  where  that  is,  poor  fellow ! 
—he  is  a  young  soldier  for  so  old  a  man ;  I  will  put 
him  under  the  charge  of  a  sentinel,  and  return  to  your 
lordship  incontinent."  He  did  so,  and  returned  ac- 
cordingly. 

Montrose's  first  inquiry  respected  the  embassy  to 
Inverary ;  and  he  listened  with  attention  to  Dalsetty's 
reply,  notwithstanding  the  prolixity  of  the  Major's 
narrative.  It  required  an  effort  from  the  Marqms  to 
maintain  his  attention ;  but  no  one  better  knew,  that 
where  information  is  to  be  derived  from  the  report  of 
8uch  agents  as  Palgetty,  it  can  only  be  obtained  by 
suflering  them  to  tell  their  story  in  their  own  way. 
Accordingly  the  Marauis's  patience  was  at  length 
rewardetf.  Among  other  spoils  which  the  Captain 
, thought  hiinself  at  liberty  to  take,  was  a  packet  of 
Argyle's  private  papers.  Tliese  he  consigned  to  the 
hands  of  his  General ;  a  humoiu*  of  accounting,  how- 
ever, which  went  no  further,  for  I  do  not  understand 
that  he  made  any  mention  of  the  purse  of  gold  which 
he  had  appropriated  at  the  same  time  that  he  made 
seizure  of  the  papers  aforesaid.  Snatching  a  torch 
firom  the  wall,  Montrose  was  in  an  instatit  deeplv 
enj^aged  in  the  perusal  of  these  documents,  in  which 
'  it  IS  probable  he  found  something  to  animate  his  per- 
sonal resentment  against  his  rival  Argyle. 

"  Does  he  not  fear  me?"  said  ho :  *»  then  he  shall 
feel  me.  Will  he  fire  my  castle  of  Murdoch  ?— Inve- 
rary shall  raise  the  first  smoke.— O  for  a  guide  through 
the  skirts  of  Strath-Fillan !" 

Whatever  might  be  Dalgetty's  personal  conceit^  he 
imderstood  his  business  sufficiently  to  guess  at  Mon- 
trose's meaning.  He  instantly  interrupted  his  own 
prolix  narration  of  the  skirmish, which  had  taken 
place,  and  the  wound  he  had, received  in  his  retreat, 
and  be^an  to  speak  to  the  point  which  he  saw  inte- 
rested his  (General. 

"  It;"  said  be,  "  your  Excellency  wishes  to  make  an 
infall  into  ArgyleshircL  this  poor  man,  Ranald,  of 
whom  I  told  you,  together  with  his  children  and  com- 
panions, know  evenrpass  into  that  land,  both  leading 
rom  the  east  and  from  the  north." 
"Indeed!"  said  Montrose;  "what  reason  have 
•fou  to  believe  their  knowledge  so  extensive?" 

"  So  please  your  Excellency,''  answered  Dalgetty, 
Muring  the  weeks  that  I  remained  with  them  for 
cure  of  my  wound,  they  were  repeatedly  obliged  to 

*  In  tact,  for  th«  adratren  of  archenr  it  may  be  stated,  not  onlf 
tliat  many  of  the  Hijthlanden  in  Montroae'B  army  naed  tbeae 
antiotte  misflilM,  Imt  eren  in  Eofftaiid  the  bow  «od  qairer,  onee 
Um  flory  of  the  bold  yeomen  of  that  land,  were  ocoasiooally 
ut4  durinc  tbe  gnat  wriX  wars. 


shift  their  quarters,  in  reqioet  of  Angyle's  repeattd 
attempts  to  repossess  bioiself  of  the  person  of  «a 
officer  who  was  honoured  with  your  Excellency'i 
confidence;  so  that  I  had  occasioa  to  admin*  uu 
singular  dexterity  and  knowledge  of  the  face  of  the 
country  with  which  they  alternately  achieved  their 
retreat  and  their  advance:  and  when,  at  length,^ 
was  able  to  repair  to  your  Excellency's  siandaraC  tmi 
honest  simple  creature,  Ranald  MacEa^h.  guided  me 
by  paths  which  my  steed  Ghistavus  (which  your  lord- 
ship may  remember)  trode  with  perfect  safety,  so  diat 
I  said  to  myself^  that  where  guides,  roies,  or  intdK- 
gencers,  were  required  in  a  Highland  campaign  in 
that  western  country,  more  expert  persons  than  he 
and  his  attendants  could  not  possibly  be  desired." 

"  And  canyon  answer  for  this  man^s  fidelity  ?"  said 
Montrose ;     what  is  his  name  and  condition  7" 

"  He  is  an  outlaw  and  robber  by  profession,  some- 
thing also  of  a  homicide  or  murderer,"  answered  Dat- 
getty ;  "  and  by  name,  called  Ranald  MacEagb 
whilk  signifies,  Ranald,  the  Son  of  the  Mist" 

"  I  should  remember  something  of  that  name,"  said 
Montrose,  pausing;  "  Did  not  these  Children  of  the 
Mist  perpetrate  some  act  of  cruelty  upon* the  M*Aii- 
biys  T 

MiUor  Dalgetty  mentioned  the  circumsunce  of  the 
murder  of  the  forester,  and  Montrose's  active  maaao 
ry  at  once  recalled  all  the  circumstances  of  the  feud. 
, "  It  is  most  imlucky,"  said  Montros&  "  this  inex- 
piable quarrel  between  these  men  and  the  M*Aalaya. 
Allan  has  borne  himself  bravely  in  these  wara,  aind 
possesses,  by  the  wild  mystery  of  his  behaviour  and 
language,  so  much  influence  over  the  minds  of  his 
coimtrymen,  that  the  consequences  of  disobliging  him 
might  be  serious.  At  the  same  time,  these  nien 'Being 
80  capable  o(  rendering  tiseful  service,  and  being,  as 

you  say,,  M^jor  Dalgetty,  perfectly  trust- worthy" 

"  I  will  pledoe  my  pev  and  arrears,  rov  horse  and 
arms,  my  nead  and  neck,  upon  their  fidelity,"  said 
the  M^or :  "  and  your  Ebccellency  knows,  that  a  sol- 
dado  could  say  no  more  for  his  own  father." 

"TrUt,"  said  Montrose;  **but  as  this  is  a  mattsr 
of  particular  moment,  I  would  willingly  know  tht 
grounds  of  so  positive  an  assurance." 

"  Concisely  then,  my  lord,"  said  the  Mi^or,  '  not 
only  did  thev  disdain  to  profit  by  a  handsome  reward 
which  Argyle  did  me  the  honour  to  place  upon  tbia 
poor  head  of  mine,  and  not  only  did  they  tibstain  firom 
pillaging  my  personal  property,  whilk  was  to  an 
amount  that  would  have  tempted  regular  soldiers  in 
any  service  of  Europe ;  and  not  only  did  they  restore 
me  my  horse,  whilk  your  excellency  knows  to  be  of 
value,  but  I  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  accept  one 
sliver,  doit,  or  maravedi,  for  the  trouble  and  expe^ises 
of  my  sick  bed.  They  actually  refused  my  com^ 
money  when  fireely  offered,— a  tale  seldom  to  be  told 
in  a  Christian  land." 

"I  admit,'*  said  Montrose,  after  a  mementos  reflec- 
tion, "  th,at  their  conduct  towards  you  is  good  evi-. 
dence  of  their  fidelity;  but  how  to  secure  against  t|ie 
breaking  out  of  this  feud  ¥'  He  paused,  and  then 
s>iddenl)r  added, "  I  had  forsot  I  had  shipped,  while 
you,  Maior.  have  been  travelling  oy  moonlignt. 

He  called  to  his  attendants  to  fetch  a  stoup  of  wine 
and  some  refreshments.  Major  Dalgetty,  who  had 
the  appetite  of  a  convalescent  retumedfrom  Highlalid 
quarters,  needed  not  any  pressing  to  partake  of  what 
was  set  before  him,  but  proceeded  to  despatch  his 
food  with  such  alacrity,  that  the  Marquis,  filling  a 
cup  of  wine,  and  drinking  to  his  health,  could  not 
help  remarking,  that  coarse  as  the  provisions  of  his 
camp  were,  he  was  afraid  Major  Dalgetty  had  fiired 
much  worse  during  his  excursion  into  Argyleshire. 

"  Your  Excellency  may  take  your  corporal  oath 
upon  that"  said  the  worthy  Major,  speaking  with  his 
mouth  full :  "  for  Argyle's  bread  and  water  are  yet  sta\e 
and  mouldy  in  nxy  recollection,  and  though  they  did 
their  best,  yet  the  viands  that  the  children  of  the  Mist 
procured  for  me,  poor  helpless  creatures  as  they  were, 
were  so  unrcfreshful  to  my  body,  that  when  eiidosed 
in  my  armour,  whilk  I  was  fam  to  leave  behind  mt 
for  expedition's  sake,  I  rattled  therein  like  the  shri- 
velled kernel  in  a  nut  that  hath  been  kept  on  to  a 
second  Hallowe'^JL^,  .,  _,  _  ^rS  - ' 
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"Ton  imnt  take  the  due 'means  to  repftir  thrsc 
ioaes,  Major  Dalgetty  " 

•In  troth,"  answered  the  soldier,  "I  shall  hardly 
be  able  to  compaas  that,  unless  my  arrears  arc  to  he 
fluhanged  for  present  pay ;  for  I  protest  to  your  Ex- 
ftUency.  that  the  three  stone  weight  whicn  I  have 
lost  ¥rero  simply  raised  upon  the  regular  accountings 
•f  the  States  of  Holland." 

"In  that  case,"  said  the  Marquis^  "vou  are  only 
reduced  to  good-marching  order.  As  lor  the  pay,  let  us 
eaee  have  victory— victory,  Major,  and  your  wishes, 
tad  all  our  wishes,  shall  be  amply  fulfulled.  Mean- 
H'bmi,  lielp  yoursclr  to  another  cup  of  wine." 

"To  your  Excellency's  health,'^ said  the  Major,  fill- 
loga  cup  to  the  brim,  to  show  the  zeal  with  which  he 
ik  the  toast,  *'  and  victory  over  all  our  enemies. 


drani 


md  particularly  over  Argyle!  I  hope  to  twitch  ano- 
ikcr  handful  from  his  beard  myself— I  have  had  one 
phck  at  it  already.*' 

"Very  true,"  answered  Montrose;  "  but  to  return  to 
Aese  men  ot  the  Mist.  You  understand,  Dal^tty, 
Ate  their  presence  here,  and  the  purpose  for  whicn 
«e employ  them,  is  a  secret  between  you  and  me?" 

Driighted,  as  Montrose  had  anticipated,  with  this 
Bvk  of  his  General's  confidence,  the  Major  laid  his 
hmd  upon  his  nose,  and  nodded  intelligence*. 

**  How  many  may  there  be  of  Ranald^  followers  ?" 
eootinued  the  Marquis. 

"They  are  reduced,  as  far  as  I  know,  to  some  ei^ht 
or  ten  men."  answered  Major  Dalgetty,  "  and  a  few 
■omen  and  children." 

**  Where  are  they  now  7"  demanded  Montrose. 

"In  a  valley  at  three  miles'  disrance,"  answered 
the  toklier,  **  awaiting  your  Rxcellency's  command ; 
t  judged  it  not  fit  to  bnng  them  to  your  leaguer  with- 
Mit  your  Excellency's  orders." 

**  Vou  judged  very  well,"  said  Montrose;  "  it  would 
be  proper  that  they  remain  where  they  arc,  or  seek 
nme  more  distant  place  of  refuge.  I  will  send  (hem 
nooey  though  it  is  a  scarce  article  with  me  at 
present." 

"It  18  quite  unnecessary,"  said  Major  Dalgetty : 
"  your  Excellency  has  only  to  hint  that  the  M'Aulnyn 
■s  going  in  that  direction,  and  my  friendn  of  the 
Mist  will  instantly  make  volte-face,  and  go  to  the 
tight  about." 

'That  were  scarce  courteous,"  said  the  Marquis. 
"Better  send  them  a  few  dollars  to  purchaf^  them 
loine  cattle  for  the  support  of  the  women  and  child- 
len." 

**They  know  how  to  come  by  their  cattle  at  a  far 
ihetper  rate,"  said  the  Major ;  "  but  let  it  l»e  as  your 
Excellency  wills." 

"  Let  Ranald  Mac  Eagh,"  said  Montrose,  "select 
me  or  two  of  his  followers,  men  whom  he  can  trust, 
ind  who  are  capable  of  keeping  their  own  secret  and 
hirs;  these,  with  their  chief  for  Hcout-niastcr-^cncral. 
iuH  serve  for  our  guides.  I^et  them  bo  at  my  tent 
'O-morrow  at  daybreak,  and  see,  if  possible,  that  rhey  I 
leither  cuesa  my  puipose,  nor  hold  any  conmiunica- 
»»  with  each  other  in  private.  This  old  man,  has  hr 
my  children  7" 

The}'  have  been  killed  or  hanged,"  answered  rhe 
fajor,  "  to  the  number  of  a  round  dozen,  as  I  be- 
ieve^but  he  hath  left  one  grand-child,  a  smart  and 
npeful  vouth,  w|iom  I  have  notetl  to  be  never  wiiii- 
at  a  pebble  in  his  plaid- nook,  to  fling  at  whatsoever 
light  come  in  his  way ;  being  a  symbol,  that,  like 
md,  who  was  accustomed  to  sling  smooth  slones 
iken  from  the  brook,  he  may  afterwards  prove  an 
dventurous  warrior." 

"That  boy.  Major  Dalgetty,"  said  the  Marquis, 
T  %rill  have  to  attend  upon  my  own  person.  I  pnv 
ime  ht*  will  have  sense  enough  to  keep  his  name 
jcretl" 

"  Vour  Kxrcllency  need  not  fe^r  that.'*  answered 
algetty ;  **  these  Highland  imp?.  fn>ni  tlic  moment 

ty  chip  the  sheH" 

••  Well,"  interrupted  Montrose,  "  that  hoy  shall  be 
edge  for  the  fidelity  of  his  parent,  and  if  ho  prove 
ithfnl,  the  child's  prefennent  shall  be  his  reward.— 
id  new,  Majpr  Dalgetty,  I  will  liceui^e  vour  dennr- 
m  for  the  night;  to-morrow  you  will  introduce 
b  MacEagfay  under  any  name  or  character  he  may 


please  to  assume.  I  presume  his  profession  has  ren 
dered  him  sufBcientlv  expert  in  all  sort  of  diHuuiM'P} 
or  we  may  admit  John  of  Moidartinto  our  scln'.njcs, 
who  has  sense,  practicability,  and  iiitelliirenct,  ana 
will  probably  anow  this  man  for  a  time  Ki  bediH^uised 
as  one  of  his  followers.  For  you.  Major,  my  groom 
of  the  chambers  will  be  your  quarter-maaier  fi)r  this 
evening." 

Major  Dalgetty  took  his  leave  with  a  [ovful  l\onrt, 
greatly  elateo  with  the  nccptiou  he  had  met  with, 
and  much  pleased  with  the  personal  niannerH  of  his 
new  General,  which,  as  he  explained  at  great  length 
to  Ranald  MacEagh,  reminded, him  in  many  re 
spects  of  the  demeanour  of  the  immortal  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  the  Lion  of  the  North,  and  Bulwark  of  the 
Protestant  Faith. 


CHAPTER   XVII. 

ThR  marah  tiefinn  in  niililanr  iUte, 

And  imti«iiM  on  lim  eyen  mivpended  wait ; 

ritcrn  famiiw  fuariln  Uw  Milirurjr  coail. 

Anil  winter  barricndoii  the  rrninii  of  frotfL 

He  cuim>»,-nor  want,  nor  raid,  hi«  eoume  delar. 

t'aal/y  t(f  Hu-wk  Wiakef. 

By  break  of  day  Montrose  received  in  his  cabin  old 
MacEagh,  and  queetioned  him  long  and  particularly 
as  to  the  means  of  approaching  the  country  of  Argyle. 
He  made  a  note  of  nis  answers,  which  he  compared 
with  those  of  two  of  his  followers,  whom  he  intro* 
duced  as  the  most  pnident  and  experienced.  Ho 
found  them  to  correspond  in  all  respects ;  but,  still 
unsatisfied  where  precaution  was  so  necessary,  the 
Marquis  compared  the  information  he  had  received 
with  that  he  was  able  to  collect  from  the  Chiefs 
who  lay  most  near  to  the  destined  scene  of  invasion, 
and  bemg  in  all  respecta  Katisfied  of  its  accuracy,  he 
resolved  to  proceed  in  full  reliance  upon  it. 

In  one  point  Montrose  changed  his  mind.  Having 
judged  it  imfit  to  take  the  lioy  Kenneth  into  his  own 
8cr\'ice,  lest,  in  case  of  his  birth  being  discovered,  it 
should  he  resented  as  an  ofleiice  by  the  numeroue 
clans  who  entertained  a  feudal  enmity  to  this  devoted 
family,  he  requesteil  the  Major  to  take  him  in  attend' 
ance  upon  himself;  and  as  he  accompanied  this 
rpquest  with  a  handsome  dvuceur^  under  pretence  of 
clothing  and  equipping  the  lud,  this  change  wae 
agn^able  to  all  parries. 

It  was  about  breakfast- time,  when  Major  Dalgetty, 
being  dif^missed  by  Montru&e,  went  in  quesit  uf  his 
old  acquaintances,  LordMenteith  and  the  M'Atdays, 
to  whom  he  longed  to  communicate  his  own  adven 
tures,  a>  well  as  to  learn  from  them  the  particulars 
of  tbe  '.^r.^paign.  It  maybe  imagined  he  was  re- 
ceived with  ^reat  plee  by  men  to  wnom  the  late  uni- 
formity of  their  miHtary "life  had  rendered  anv  change 
of  society  an  interesung  novelty.  AlRn  M'Aulay 
alone  seemed  to  recoil  from  his  former  auiuaintance. 
althougli,  wiien  challen.:;cd  by  his  brother,  he  could 
render  no  other  reason  than  a  reluctanc*-  to  Ik>  fami- 
liar with  one  who  had  been  so  lately  in  the  company 
of  Arg>'K  and  other  enemies.  Major  Dalgetty  was 
a  little  alarmed  by  this  sort  of  instinctive  conscious- 
lu^u  which  .Allan  seemed  to  entertain  ret^xtcting  the 
sorietv  he  had  been  lately  keeping ;  he  was  soon  sa- 
tisfietf,  however,  that  the  piTceptions  of  the  seer  in 
this  particular  were  not  infallible. 

As  Ranald  MacEagh  was  to  be  placed  under  Ma- 
jor Dalgettv's  protection  and  Hui)erintendeiiee,  it  was 
nncessary  he  should  pr«?«ent  him  to  thosi^  p<rsons 
with  whom  he  was  most  likely  to  associate.  The 
dress  of  the  old  man  had.  in  tne  mean  time,  been 
chanmil  from  the  larturi  of  bis  clan  to  n  sort  uf  clo- 
thing p«^culinr  to  the  nien  of  the  distant  Isle.',  re- 
sembling a  waistcoat  with  fehscvoft,  and  a  petticoat, 
all  made  in  otic  piece.  This  dress  was  laceil  from 
top  to  bottom  in  front,  and  bore  soiiu:  resemblance 
to  that  called  Polonaise,  biill  worn  by  children  in 
Scotland  iif  the  lower  rank.  The  tartan  hose  arid 
lionnet  completed  the  drcs.s  whicii  oUl  men  of  tne 
last  century  remembered  Wffil  to  have  seen  worn'iy 
the  distant  islesinen  who  came  to  the  Karl  of  Mar'e 
standard  in  the  year  VT15. 
Major  Di\eeuv%  VeaQ\T\?.  \i\»  c^^  Q>xi  t^^tv  «2k^Qii 
1^* 


TALES  OP  MY  LANDLORD, 
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'fioke,  mtrodnead  Ranild  MacBagh  under  the  ficti- 
JU0U8  name  of  RAnald  MicGUUharon  in  Benbecula, 
who  had  escaped  with  him  oot  of  Areyle'e  prison. 
He  recommended  him  as  a  person  ekiljul  in  the  arts 
^f  tUo  harper  and  the  senachie,  and  by  no  means  oon- 
teinptible  in  the  quality  of  a  second-sighted  person 
^r  seer.  While  making  this  exiMsition,  Major  Dal- 
uetty  stammered  and  hesitated  in  a  way  so  ^nlikc 
the  usual  glib  forwardness  of  his  manner,  tbit  he 
could  not  have  failed  to  have  given  suspicion  .o  Al- 
Jan  M'Aulay,  had  not  that  person's  whole  attention 
,ocen  encaged  in  steadily  perusingthe  features  of  the 
persi>o  thus  introduced  to  him.  This  steady  ^azc  so 
jnucii  ornbarrassed  Ranald  MacEash,  that  nis  hand 
vWas  begioninc  to  sink  down  towards  his  dagger,  in 
expectation  of  a  hostile  assault,  when  Allan,  suddenly 
crossing  the  floor  of  the  hut,  extended  his  hand  to 
him  in  the  way  of  friendly  peeling.  They  sat  down 
«idd  by  side,  and  conversed  in  a  low  mysterious  tone 
of  voice.  Menteith  and  Angus  M'Aulay  were  not 
aurprised  at  this,  for  there  prevailed  among  the  High- 
landers who  pretended  lo  the  second-sight,  a  sort  of 
^emasonry.  which  generally  induced  them,  upon 
meeting,  to  hold  communication  with  each  other  on 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  visionary  experiences. 

"  Does  the  si^ht  come  gloomy  upon  your  spirits  ?'* 
>aid  Allan  to  his  new  a^uaintanco. 

"  As  dark  as  the  shadow' upon  the  moon,"  replied 
fianald,  *'  when  she  is  darkened  in  her  midcoursc  in 
Jiesvcn,  and  propbeta  foretel  of  evil  times." 

*'  Come  hither,*'  said  Allan,  "  come  more  tliis  way, 
f  would  converse  with  vou  apart ;  for  men  say  that 
in  your  distant  islands  toe  sight  is  poured  forth  with 
more  clearness  and  power  than  upon  us,  who  dwell 
#iear  the  Sassenach." 

While  they  were  j;ilunged  into  their  mystic  conCer- 
<ence,  the  two  English  cavaliers  entered  the  cabin  in 
the  highest  posaible  spirits,  and  announced  to  Angus 
M'Aulay  that  ordtn  had  been  issued  that  all  should 
liold  themselves  in  readiness  for  ao  immediate  march 
io  the  westward.  Having  delivered  themselves  of 
Aheir  news  with  much  glee^  they  paid  their  compli- 
menu  10  their  oki  acquaintance  Major  Dalgetty, 
whom  they  instantly  recognised,  and  inquired  after 
4he  health  of  his  charger,  uustavus. 

"  I  humbly  thank  you,  gentlemen,"  answered  the 
soldier,  "  Gustavus  is  well,  though,  like  his  master, 
•omewhat  barer  on  the  ribs  than  when  you  ofliered 
to  relieve  me  of  him  at  Damhnvarach ;  and  let  me 
Assure  you,  that  before  you  have  made  one  or  two  of 
those  marches  which  you  seem  to  contemplate  with 
so  much  satis&ction  m  prospect,  you  will  leave,  my 
scod  knights,  some  of  your  English  beef,  and  proba- 
bly an  Elnglish  horse  or  two,  behind  you." 

Both  exclaimed  that  thcv  cared  very  little  what 
chey  found  or  what  they  left,  provided  the  scene 
chanced  from  dogging  up  and  down  Angus  and 
Aberdeenshire,  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy  who  would 
neither  fight  nor  run  away. 

"If  such  be  the  case,'  said  Angus  M'Aulay,  "I 
muse  give  orders  to  my  followers,  and  make  provi- 
sion too  for  the  safe  conveyance  oi  Annot  Lyle ;  for 
sn  advance  into  M'CsUum  More's  country  will  bo  a 
further  and  fouler  road  than  these  pinks  of  Cumbrian 
knisd<thood  ore  aware  of."  So  saying,  he  left  the 
eabin. 

*•  Annot  Lyle !"  repeated  Dalgetty,  "  is  she  follow- 
tng  the  campaign  7" 

"Surely,  replied  Sir  Giles  Musgrave,  his  eye 
ffiancing  slightlv  from  Lord  Menteith  to  Allan  M'Au- 
lay; "we  could  neither  march  nor  fight,  advance 
nor  retreat,  without  the  influence  of  the  Princess  of 
Harps." 

"The  Princess  of  Broadswords  and  Targets,  I 
my,"  answered  his  companion;  "for  the  Lady  of 
^lontrosc  herself  could  not  be  more  courteously 
waited  upon ;  she  hns  four  Highland  maidens,  and 
as  many  bare  legged  gillies,  to  wait  upon  her  oniers." 

"  And  what  would  you  have,  gentlemen?"  said  Al- 
lan, turning  suddenly  from  the  Highlander  with 
whom  he  was  in  conversation;  "would  you  your- 
selves have  left  an  innocent  female,  the  companion 
vf  your  infancy,  to  die  by  violence,  or  perish  by  fa- 
tMns?    Hiere  is  not,  by  this  time,  a  roof  upon  the 


habitation  of  my  fathers— oar  crops  bavt  been  d^ 
stroyed,  and  our  cattle  have  been  driven— and  yol^ 
gentlemen,  have  to  bless  God,  that,  coming  from  • 
milder  and  more  civilized  country,  you  ezpoae  odf 
your  own  lives  in  thia  remorseless  war,  without  ap- 
prehension that  your  enemies  will  visit  with  then 
vengeance  the  detenceless  pledges  you  may  have  left 
behind  yju." 

The  Englishmen  cordially  agreed  that  they  had  the 
superiority  in  this  respect;  and  the  company,  now 
dispersing,  went  each  to  his  several  charge  or  oco^ 
pution. 

Allan  lingered  a  moment  behind,  still  questioning 
the  reluctant  Ranald  MacEagh  upon  a  point  in  bia 
supposed  visions,  by  which  he  was  greatly  perplezsd. 
"  Kepcatedly,"  he  said,  "  have  I  had  the  signt  of  a 
Gael,  who  seemed  to  plun^  his  weapon  into  the  bodj 
of  Mentoith,*-of  that  yonng  nobleman  in  the  scarlst 
iaced  cloak,  who  has  Just  now  left  the  bothy.  But  fay 
no  effort,  though  I  have  gazed  till  my  eyes  were  al- 
most  fixed  in  the  sockets,  can  I  discover  the  face  of 
this  Highlander,  or  even  coi^jecture  who  he  may  be^ 
altliougn  his  person  and  air  seum  familiar  to  me.*** 

"  Have  you  reversed  your  own  plaid,"  said  Ranald, 
"  according  to  the  rule  of  the  experienced  Seecs  in 
Rueh  easel 

"  I  have,"  answered  Allan,  speaking  low,  and 
shuddering  as  if  with  internal  aeony. 

"  And  in  what  guise  did  the  phantom  than  i 
to  you  1"  said  Ranald. 


•  WraUk.—A  mciw  of  apparition,  •imilar  to  what  ths  Osr* 
muu  call  a  Doabl*-0«nfW,  wu  believed  iohf  the  ('ollie  triM^ 
and  ie  itill  cooaklered  aa  ao  emblea  of  nuafiMtuns  or  deatlL 


.Mr.  Kirke.  (.See  Note  to  Rob  Ror .  page  90.)  Ilia  mimimm  aC 
Aberfoil.  who  will  no  doubt  bo  able  to  tell  u*  more  of  tlit  awl- 
ter  thoQid  he  ever  come  baek  from  Pairy-ltnd,  givee  aa  the  CbI- 
lowint  s— 

"  Some  meo  of  that  eaaltfld  nfht,  either  by  art  or  aatan, 
have  told  me  the/  hurt  seen  at  tlieae  meetinfa  a  doable  bmb,  or 

the  ibape  of  tome  man  in  two  placea,  that  m.  a  aupertei 

and  a  subterranean  inhabitant  perfectly  leMmbliac  oae  l 
in  all  point*,  whom  he,  notvitbHlandttif,  could  aaaily  i 
fuirth  one  from  another  by  auroe  teoret  token*  and  ( 


and  M  fo  tpMlc  to  Uie  man  hia  neichboor  and  ftmiliar,  paiiisf 
by  die  apparition  or  reaemblance  of  him.    They  avooch  thw 
evory  element  and  diflbraot  ttale  of  bejag  have  animala,  iwi 
bling  thoae  of  another  eleaieot,  aa  Ihera  be  flahea  at  aaa  i 


blini  Monks  of  late  order  in  all  their  booda  and  dieeaea.  aoM 
s  Roman  iavontion  of  good  and  bad  Dannona  and  i 


the  I 


lardiar 
atm& 


angeU  particularly  aaaigned,  ia  called  by  them  ane  ignorant 
takr,  apdnrinr  only  from  thia  origioall.    They  eall  ttiia  reaa 
man  a  Co- walker,  every  way  like  the  oMa,  aa  a  twia^broChci 


and  companion  hanntinir  him  as  hia  ahadow,  aa  ia  tliat  a 

known  among  men  reaembhng  Uie  originall,  both  before  and  af- 
ter the  origin:Ul  is  dead,  and  was  also  often  seen  of  old  to  ealar 
a  hotts.  by  which  the  people  koaw  that  the  petaon  of  that  likaas 
was  to  visit  tiiem  within  a  few  dajra.  Thiseopy.echo^or  livii^ 
pictnre,  goct  at  last  to  hi9  own  herd,  it  accompanied  that  mt* 
son  >m  long  and  frotpieiiUy  for  enda  best  known  to  ita  adf^ 
whether  to  guard  him  from  tite  aecret  asaaulta  of  aome  of  its 
own  folks,  or  only  as  an  aponfull  ape  to  oouotarfrit  all  hia  aa- 
tioii-i."— KiRKR'8  Skcnt  CommoAweaUkt  p.  S. 

Tho  two  following  apparitions,  resembling  the  vision  of  Al- 
lan M'Aulay  in  the  text,  occur  in  Tbeophllus  Inaulanoa,  <Rav. 
Mr.  Froser's  Treatise  on  the  Second  Sight,  Relatioaa  z.  ani 
xvii.) 

"  Barbara  Macpberson,  relict  of  the  deceased  Mr.  Aleiaote 
MacLeod,  late  ministt^r  of  St  Kilda.  infbrmed  me  the  nativesaf 
that  island  had  a  particular  kind  or  aocond  sight,  which  ia  al* 
ways  a  forerunner  of  their  approaching  end.  Some  aMmtha  bo- 
fore  they  sicken,  they  are  haunted  with  an  apparitioo,  raaem- 
blina  themselves  in  all  respecu  aa  to  their  person,  featno,  «r 
clothing.  This  image,  seemingly  animated,  walks  with  IhtB 
in  the  field  in  broad  daylight ;  and  if  they  are  employed  ia  dal* 
vine,  harrowing,  seed-sowmg,  or  any  othetoccopatioQ,  UM^aia 
at  the  aama  time  mimicked  oy  this  ghoatiy  viaitant.  Mjr  la- 
former  added  (krther,  that  having  visited  a  aick  person  of  tka 
inhabitonta.  ahe  had  the  cariosity  to  inquire  of  hia.  if  at  ma 
time  he  bad  seen  any  resemblance  of  biaaaalf  as  above  deaerte«; 
he  answered  inr  the  aflbmative,  and  told  her.  that  to  makefkh 
tlier  trial,  aa  ho  waa  going  out  of  hia  hooaeof  a  morning,  he  pat 
on  straw  rope  garters  instead  of  those  he  formerly  oied.  Mid 
having  gone  lo  the  fields,  his  other  sdf  appeared  in  sueh  gvtna 
The  conclusion  was,  the  aiek  aaan  died  or  that  ailoent,  and  aha 


no  longer  queatiooed  the  truth  of  thoae  renaarkable  p 

"  Marganet  MacLeod,  an  honeat  woman  advanced  in  nan, 
informed  me,  that  when  she  was  a  young  woman  in  the  nmfly 
ofdrishomish,  a  dairy-maid,  who  daily  ooed  to  tiurd  the  calves 
in  a  park  eleee  to  the  house,  observed. at  diflemat  tiaies,a  w#- 
man  resembling  herself  in  aliape  and  attire,  walking  aolitariljr  at 
no  great  distance  fVom  her,  and  being  surpna'^  at  the  appanttoo. 


coo«equeooe  toL 

ed  witti  a  fever,  which  I 
sickBeaa  and  on  her  (' 


ht  her  to  her  eod,  and  belbra  her 
^  declarad  the  second  ligM  U 


Omt.  X?IL] 


A  LEGEND  OF  MONTBOBE. 


'"With  his  plaid  also  rereraed,"  anawered  Allan,  in 
Ibt  same  low  and  convulsive  tone. 

"  Then  be  assured,*'  said  Ranald,  "  that  your  own 
fttnd,  and  none  other,  will  do  the  deed  of  w-hich  you 
Uve  witnessed  the  shadow." 

"  So  has  myanxiouit  eoul  a  hundred  .timoA  eurmis- 
•d,"  replied  Allan.  "  Hut  it  is  impossible !  Were  I  to 
ifa^  the  record  in  the  tM*.  rnal  b(K)k  of  faip,  I  would 
flcclnre  it  impossible— \vc  aro  bound  by  the  ties  of 
blood,  and  by  a  hundred  ri'.s  more  intimate— wo  hnvi* 
Mood  pid'?  bv  pjd"  in  hattic,  and  our  swords  havi* 
mchi'd  wirh  tlic  blood  of  th«?  Rfimc  enf.'nii«*F— it  is  im- 
roefeiOLE  1  -'iiould  harm  iiiin  !'* 

"  Thit  y<  I  WILL  do  so."  aiiHwcrt-d  Ranald.  "  15  err- 
tain,  t::ou;;:i   the  cause  be,  hid  in  the  darKnt-ss  of 


scenes  of  natural  terror  and  dignity.  Hie  Tictorions 
army  of  Montrose,  whose  exploits  had  struck  terror 
mto  all  Scotland,  when  ascending  up  thia  terrific 
pass,  seemed  a  contemptible  handfulof  stragglers,  in 
tlio  act  of  being  dovoureil  by  the  jaws  of  the  mountain, 
whirh  appj^arod  ready  to  close  upon  them.  Rvon 
MoTitro^':'  half  repcnr  -d  the  bolJm'fls  of  his  attempt, 
an  h'.>  Irtokcd down  fitfin  the  8unimii  of  llic  firat  r.mi- 
ncruT  which  he  uttaincd,  upon  the  scatlered  condi- 
tioi)  of  his  siitall  i'riny.  The  Hilhculty  of  getting 
furw>rj  wuH  to  {^rcat.  that  consiJ«.ral)le  pr.p.s  began 
to  (KCv.T  in  tht  line  ol  march,  and  iho  distance  be- 
tM'«vri  the  v;iii,  ccTirn',  and  roar,  was  ( ach  moment 
incTiviSfd  in  a  do^ri:i!  f-qually  incommodious  and 
d!in5ir«)u-«.     h  was  with  frrcai  apprvhciision  that 


falurlty.     You  eav,'*  lie  contiiuird,  suppressiuff  his    Montro.-y    lookrd    i:pon  iivi-ry  rMjiiU  of  advantage 
own  amotions  with  ditlirnlty,  "  that  ^ide  by  side  you    which  the  hill  afforded,  in  dread  it  mi^ht  be  found 


have  purpurni  your  prey  like  bIo')dhoimds— have  you 
aerer  seen  bloodhounds  turn  their  fau'^s  against  each 
other,  ami  fight  over  thn  body  of  a  throttled  deer?" 

"It  is  false!"  said  M'Aufay,  starting  up,  "  these 
tK  not  the  forebodings  of  fate,  but  the  temptation  of 
■nnecvil  spirit  from  the  bottomless  pit!"  So  say- 
isK.  he  strode  out  of  the  cabin. 

Thou  hast  it !"  eaid  the  Son  of  the  Mist,  looking 
after  him  with  an  air  of  exultation ;  *'  the  barbed  ar- 
row is  in  thy  side !  Spirits  of  the  slaughtered,  rejoice ! 
Mon  shall  ynur  murderers'  swords  be  dyed  in  each 
other's  blood." 

On  the  succeeding  morning  all  was  pa'parc<l,  and 
Montrose  advancea  by  rapid  marches  up  the  river 
Tty,  and  poured  his  desultory  forces  into  the  roman- 
tic vale  around  the  lake  of  the  same  name,  which 
lies  at  the  head  of  that  river.  The  inhabitants  were 
Campbells,  not  indeed  the  vassals  of  Argyle,  but  of 
the  allied  and  kindred  house  of  Glenorcny,  'Which 
now  bears  the  name  of  Breadalbane.  Being  taken 
by  surprise,  they  were  totally  unprepared  for  resist- 
ance, and  were  compelled  to  be  passive  witnesses  of 
the  ravages  which  took  place  among  their  flocks 
tod  herds.  Advancing  in  this  manner  to  the  vahi  of 
Loch  Dochart,  and  laying  waste  the  country  around 
him,  Montrose  reached  the  most  difficult  point  of  his 
enterprise. 

To  a  modem  army,  even  with  the  assistance  of  the 
ffood  mihtary  road  which  now  loads  up  by  Teinedmm 
to  the  head  of  Loch  Awe,  the  passage  of  th*.9»^  rxltn- 
nve  wilds  would  seem  a  task  or  some  diflicidty. 
Bat  at  this  period,  and  for  long  afterwards,  there  was 
no  road  or  path  whatsoever;  and  to  add  to  the  diffi- 
culty, the  mountains  were  already  covered  with 
inow.  It  was  a  sublime  scene  to  look  up  to  them, 
pilnl  in  great  masses,  one  upon  another,  the  front 
tank  of  dazzling  whiienesH,  whilo  those  which  aroiw 
behind  them  caught  a  rosy  tint  from  the  setting  of  a 
clear  wintry  sun.  Urn  Cfuachan,  t^upcrior  in  majz- 
flitude,  andf  seeming  the  very  citadel  of  the  Cienius  of 
the  Region,  rose  high  above  the  others,  showing  his 
giimmering  and  scatheH  peak  to  thedistanccof  manv 
miles. 

The  followers  of  Montrose  were  men  not  to  be 
dionted  by  the  sublime,  yet  terrible  prospect  before 
them.  Many  of  them  were  of  that  ancient  race  of 
Highlanders,  who  not  only  willingly  made  their 
ooBch  in  the  snow,  but  con«ider»*il  it  as  elleminati^ 
fauury  to  use  a  snowball  for  a  pillow.  Plunder  and 
levenge  lay  beyond  the  frozen  mountains  which  Ihoy 
beheld,  and  they  did  not  permit  themselves  to  be 
daunted  by  the  difficulty  of  traversing  them.  Mon- 
trose did  not  allow  their  spirits  time  to  subside.  He 
Dfdered  the  pipes  to  play  in  the  van  the  ancient  pibroch 
»ilitled,  " Uoggil nam  bo"  &c.  (that  is.  We  come 
Jirouzh  snow-drift  to  drive  the  prey ;)  the  shrilling 
KWDOS  of  which  had  often  struck  the  vales  of  the 
Liennox  with  terror.*  The  troops  advanced  with  the 
limbic  alacrity  of  mountaineers,  and  were  soon  in- 
rolved  in  the  dangerous  pn.os,  through  which  Ranald 
leted  as  their  guide,  going  before  them  with  a  select 
«rtv,  to  track  out  the  way. 

Too  power  of  man  at  no  time  appears  more  con- 
enpcible  than  when  it  is  placed  m  contrast  with 

•  It  in  tlie  fiuDiljr  marrh  of  the  M'FarkiM!*,  a  warlike  nod 
r  dao,  whuiiitiabited  Uie  wpjtcro  book*  or  Loch-Lo- 
I  note  oa  Wararle/,  page  n. 


oceupie*!  by  an  enemy  prcpr.red  for  defence ;  and  he 
often  afterwards  was  heani  to  express  his  conviction, 
that  had  the  past'es  of  Strath- Fillan  been  defended  by 
two  hundred  repolute  men.  not  only  would  his  pro- 
gress have  been  cflectuallly  slopped,  but  his  army 
must  have  been  iu  danger  of  bemg  totally  cut  oft 
Security,  however,  the  bane  of  many  a  strong  coun^ 
try,  and  many  a  fortress,  betrayed,  on  thia  occasion, 
the  district  of  Argyle  to  his  enemies.  The  invaders 
had  only  to  contend  with  the  natural  difficulties  of 
the  path,  and  with  the  snow^  which,  fortunately,  had 
not  fallen  in  any  great  quantity.  The  army  no  sooner 
reached  tlie  summit  of  the  ridge  of  hills  dividing 
Argyleshire  from  the  district  of  Breadalbane,  than 
they  rushed  down  upon  the  devoted  valus  beneath 
them  with  a  fury  sufficiently  expressive  of  the  mo 
tives  which  had  dictated  a  movement  s^j  difficult  and 
hazardou.4. 

Montrose  divided  his  army  into  three  bodies,  in 
order  to  produce  a  wider  and  more  extensive  terror, 
one  of  which  was  commanded  by  the  Captain  of 
Clan  Ranald,  one  intnisted  to  the  leadins  of  Colkitto, 
and  the  third  remained  under  his  own  direction.  He 
was  thus  enabled  to  penetrate  the  country  of  Aigyle 
at  tliroe  different  i)oints.  Resistance  there  was  none. 
The  flight  of  the  shepherds  from  the  liills  hsd  first 
announced  in  the  peopled  districts  this  formidable 
irrviption,  and  wherever  the  clansmen  were  sum- 
moned f»ut,  they  were  killed,  disarmed,  and  dispersed, 
bv  an  enemy  who  had  anticipated  their  motions. 
Major  Dalgetty,  who  hod  been  sent  forward  against 
Invcrary  with  the  few  horse  of  the  army  that  were 
fit  for  service,  managed  his  matters  so  will,  thathehad 
v«ry  nearly  surprised  Argyle,  as  he  expressed  it,  inter 
pocula ;  and  it  was  only  a  rapid  flight  by  water  which 
.saved  that  chief  from  death  or  captivity.  But  the 
puuishinent  which  Argyle  hims(3lf  escaped  fell  hea- 
vily upon  his  country  and  clan,  and  the  ravages  com- 
mitted by  Montrose  on  that  devoted  land,  although 
too  consistent  with  the  genius  of  the  country  and 
times,  have  been  repeatedly  and  ju.««tly  quoted  aa  a 
blot  on  his  actions  and  character. 

Ar}j:yle  in  the  meantime  had  flinl  to  Kdinburgh,  to 
lay  his  complaint:^  before  the  Convention  of  Estates. 
To  meet  the  exigence  of  the  moment,  a  considerable 
army  was  raised  under  (veneral  Baillie,  a  Presbyterian 
officer  of  skill  and  fidelity,  with  whomw'aBJomed  in 
command  tlie  celebrated  Sir  John  Urric.  a  soldier  of 
fortune  like  Dalgetty,  who  had  already  changed  sides 
twice  during  the  Civil  War,  and  was  destined  to  turn 
his  coat  a  third  time  before  it  was  ended.  Argyle 
also,  burning  with  indignation,  proceeded  tolevy  nia 
own  numerous  forces,  in  order  to  avenge  himself  of 
his  feudal  enemy.  He  established  his  head-quarters 
at  Dunbarron,  where  he  was  soon  joined  by  a  con- 
siderable force,  consisting  chiefly  of  his  own  clans- 
men and  dependants.  Being  there  joined  by  Baillie 
and  Urrie,  with  a  very  considerable  army  of  regular 
forces,  he  prepared  to  march  into  ArgyU»shire,  and 
chastisfc  the  invader  of  his  paternal  territories. 

But  Montrose^  while  these  two  formidable  armies 
were  forming  a  jimcfion,  had  been  recalled  from  that 
ravaged  country  by  the  appn>ach  of  a  third,  collected 
in  the  north  under  the  Larl  of  Seaforth,  who,  after 
some  hesitation,  having  embraced  the  side  of  the  Co- 
venanters, had  now,  w\lK  lVi<a  aa»\&Vl:ci^:ib  ci*^  >2ck.«H«\)c- 
ran  garhaon  olln^etuc»,teTOi»i^^xwv*A«tiXJft««p* 


TALES  OK  MY  LANDLORD. 


(Cmr.  Xm 


with  whicli  he  threatened  MontToae  from  Invemess- 
shiro.  Enclosed  \n  a  wasted  and  unfriendly  country, 
and  menaced  on  each  side  by  advancing  enemies  of 
Giipcrior  furce,  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  Mon^ 
trow^'s  destruction  was  certain.  But  these  were  pre- 
cisely tlx*  circumstanceR  under  which  the  active  and 
cntt  rprising  genius  of  iho  Great  Marquis  was  cnlcu- 
.ated  to  excite  the  wond(.r  and  admiration  of  his 
friends,  the  astonishment  and  terror  of  his  enemies. 
As  if  by  magic,  he  collected  his  scattered  forces  from 
the  wasiefuloccupation  in  which  they  had  been  en- 
gaged J  and  scarce  wcje  they  again  united,  en*  Argyle 
and  his  associate  generals  were  informed,  that  the 
royalists,  having  suddenly  disappeared  from  Argyle- 
ab'.rc,  had  retreated  northwards  among  the  dusky  and 
impfmetrable  mountains  of  Lochaber. 

The  sagacity  of  the  generals  opposed  to  Montrose, 
immediately  conjectured,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of 
their  active  antagonist  to  fight  with,  and,  if  possible, 
to  destroy  Seaforth,  ere  they  could  come  to  his  as- 
sistance. This  occasioned  a  corresponding  change 
in  their  operations.  Leaving  this  chieftain  to  make 
the  best  defence  he  could,  Utirie  and  Baillie  again  se- 
parated their  forces  from  those  of  Argyle ;  and,  having 
chiefly  horse  and  Lowland  troops  under  their  com- 
mandi  they  kept  the  southern  side  of  the  Grampian 
ridge,  rnoving  along  eastward  into  the  county  of  An- 
gus, resolving  from  thence  to  proceed  into  Aberdeen- 
shire, in  order  to  intercept  Montrose,  if  he  should 
attempt  to  escape  in  that  direction. 

Argyll  with  nis  own  levies  and  other  troops,  under- 
took to  follow  Montrose's  march :  so  that,  m  case  he 
should  come  to  action  either  with  Seaforth,  or  with 
Baillie  and  Urrio,  he  might  be  placed  between  two 
frres  by  this  third  army,  which,  at  a  secure  distance, 
was  to  hang  upon  his  rear. 

For  this  puipose,  Argyle  once  more  moved  towards 
Inverary,  havmg  an  opportunity,  at  every  step,  to  de- 
plore the  severities  which  the  hostile  clans  had  exer- 
cised on  his  dependants  and  countr>'.  Whatever  noble 
qualities  the  Highlanders  possessed,  and  they  had 
many,  clemency  in  treating  a  hostile  country'  was  not 
of  the  number;  but  even  the  ravages  of  hostile  troops 
combined  to  swell  the  number  of  Argyle's  followers. 
It  is  still  a  Highland  proverb,  He  whose  house  is 
burnt  must  become  a  soldier;  and  hundreds  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  unfortunate  valleys  had  now  no 
means  of  maintenance,  save  by  exercising  upon  others 
the  severities  they  had  themselves  sustained,  and  no 
future  prospect  of  happiness,  excepting  in  the  gratifi- 
cation of  revenge.  His  bands  were,  thj-refore,  aug- 
mented by  the  very  circumstances  which  had  deso- 
lated his  cnuntr)',  and  Argyle  soon  found  himself  at 
the  head  of  three  thousand  deterniinefl  men,  disiin- 
gui.«hed  for  activity  and  courage,  and  commanded  by 
gentlemen  of  his  own  name,  who  yielded  to  none  in 
those  qualifies.  Under  himstlf,  he  cimferred  the  prin- 
cipal command  upon  Sir  Duncan  (Campbell  of  Arden- 
vohr.  and  amither  Sir  Duncan  Cnmpbfll  of  Auchen- 
breck,*  an  experienced  and  veteran  snldier,  whom  ho 
had  recalled  from  the  wars  of  In-luiid  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  cold  spirit  of  Ar^vle  himself,  however, 
<!logged  the  military  councils  of  his  more  intrepid  as- 
sistants; and  it  was  resolved,  notsvithstanding  their 
increaserl  fon-e.  to  observe  the  same  nian  of  op«Ta- 
tipns,  and  to  follow  Montrose  cautioii»ily,  in  whatever 
direction  he  should  march,  avoidin;:  an  engagomonl 
until  an  opnortunitv  should  occur  of  falling  upon  his 
rear,  while  he  should  beenj:agfd  with  another  enemy 
in  front. 


CHAPTER   XVIII. 

Pinbrnrttt  niiD muil  dliii, 
Piunrnclivt  iiu  Ifniiuil. 
I'lohrHclu-l  njus  S'hr'iltHi.Ii 
Fcarhtun  lii.'ii-rloch}. 

Til*'  war-iun*  orPoi.nlii  tli*«  I  Ir.ck, 
rt»i»  w.ir-tiin»  of  BInrk  DnnuM. 
'I'h«  imn'^  fiii«l  I  III'  bann'T 
Arc  up  III  th^  r«iiid4>x%iiusor  ivcrtnohjr. 

The  military  road  connecting  the  chain  of  forts,  as 
y  iM  called,  and  tunning  in  the  general  line  of  the 
*  Tttia  lut  eltmneter  is  hin loricaL 


present  Caledonian  canal,  bafraow  completgiy  tniiwri 

the  great  iglen,  or  chasm,  extending  almost  across  1h> 
whole  island,  once  doubtless  filled  by  the  sea,  anl 
still  affording  basins  for  that  long  line  of  lakesi  bf 
means  of  which  modem  art  has  united  the  Genmn 
and  Atlantic  Oceana.  The  paths  or  tracks  by  which 
the  nativcs'traversod  this  extensive  valley,  were,  in 
1G13-6,  in  the  same  situation  as  when  thev  awaked 
the  strain  of  an  Irish  engineer  officer,  who  nad  ben 
employed  in  converting  thein  into  practicable  mihtuy 
roads,  and  whose  eulogium  begins,  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  ends,  as  follows : 

••  Had  you  ween  but  lliene  rondu  befoir  Uicy  wpi»  madp. 
Yuu  wuuiU  hai-e  held  up  yuur  handd  luid  bl6M'd  G^oend 
Wnd.'.' 

But,  bad  as  the  ordinary  paths  were.  Montrose  avoided 
them,  and  led  his  army,  like  a  herd  of  wild  deer.  fioB 
mountain  to  mountain,  and  from  forest  to  torei^ 
where  his  enemies  could  learn  nothing  of  his  motioa% 
while  he  acquired  the  most  perfect  knowledge  reapecl- 
ing  theirs  from  the  friendly  clans  of  Cameron  and 
^I'Donnell,  whose  mountainous  districts  be  now  tra- 
versed. Strict  orders  had  been  given  that  Argyle't 
advance  should  be  watclied,  and  that  all  iutelligeMi 
respecting  his  motions  should  be  communicated  in- 
stantly to  the  General  himself. 

It  was  a  moonlight  night,  and  Montrose,  worn  oit 
by  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  was  laid  down  to  sleep  ia 
a  miserabk*  shieling.  He  had  only  slumbered  t«» 
hours,  when  some  one  touched  his  slioulder.  He 
looked  up,  and,  by  the  stately  fonn  and  deep  voiee, 
easily  recognised  the  Chief  ot  the  Camerons. 

"  I  have  news  for  you,"  said  that  leader,  '*  which  is 
worth  while  to  arise  and  listen  to." 

"  M'llduyt  can  bring  no  other,"  said  Montrose 
addressing  the  Chief  by  his  patronymic  title— "iit 
they  gooifor  bad  ?" 

•'  As  you  may  take  them,"  said  the  ChieAain. 

**  .Are  they  certain  T'  demanded  Montrose. 

"  Yes."  answered  M'llduy,  "  or  another  messenger 
should  have  brought  them.  Know  that,  tired  with 
the  task  imposed  upon  me  of  accompanying  thit 
unhappy  Dalgetty  and  his  handful  of  horse,  wnod^ 
taiiuMl  me  for  hours  on  the  march  at  the  pace  of  a 
crippled  badger,  I  made  a  stretch  of  four  mil«  wilk 
six  of  my  people  in  the  direction  of  Inverlochf,  and 
there  niet  with  Ian  of  Glenroy,  who  had  been  out  for 
intelligence.  Argyle  is  moving  upon  Invoiochy  with 
three  thousand  cnosen  men.  commanded  by  thefloww 
of  the  s<ins  of  Diarmid.-  -  Thv&e  are  my  news— they 
are  certain— it  is  for  you  to  construe  their  purport." 

"Their  purport  must  be  good,"  answeredMontrose, 
rea<Iily  and  cheerfully ;  "  the  voice  of  Milduy  is  em 
pleaflant  in  the  ears  of  Montrose,  and  most  pleassnl 
when  it  speaks  of  some  brave  enterprise  at  hand— 
What  are  our  musters?" 

He  then  called  for  liKht,  and  easily  ascertained  thst 
a  great  part  of  his  followers  having,  as  usual,  dii 
per«>ed  to  secure  their  booty,  ho  had  not  witn  him 
above  twelve  or  fourteen  huiidred  men. 

'*  Xot  much  above  a  third."  said  Montrose,  pausing 
"  of  .\rgyle'H  force,  and  Higlilanders  opposed  to  High 
landers.— With  the  oiessing  of  God  upon  the  royal 
eauso.  I  would  not  hesitate  were  the  odds  but  one  w 
two." 

"  Then  do  not  hesitate,"  said  Cameron ;  *  for  when 
your  tniinpeti4  shall  sound  to  attack  M'Callum  Mon^. 
not  a  man  of  these  glens  will  remain  deaf  to  the  sum 
mons.  Glengarry- -Keppoch— I  myself— would  de 
stroy,  with  fire  and  sword,  the  wretch  who  should 
remain  behind  under  any  pretence  whatsoever.  To- 
morrow, or  the  next  day,  thall  be  a  day  of  battle  to 
all  who  bear  the  nanu?  of  M'Doniiell  or  Canuton, 
whateyi  r  Iw  the  event." 

''It  irt  gullaiilly  said,  my  noble  friend,"  said  Moo- 
tro4.\  jxrasoing  his  hand,  "  and  I  were  worse  than  t 
coward  did  I  not  do  justict.-  to  such  followers,  byen- 
tcrtniiii:!^  th>'  most  indubitable  hopes  of  success.  Wt 
will  turn  back  on  this  M'Callum  More,  who  follows 
us  like  a  raven  to  devour  the  relics  of  our  army,  sbonid 
w'*  mi-et  braver  men  who  may  be  able  to  break  iti 
strength  !  Let  the  Chiefs  and  leaders  be  called  to- 
gether as  quickly  as  possible ;  and  you,  who  hoft 
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bio^dit  OS  the  first  naanp  of  this  jmM  event,— f<^r 
aach  It  bqaII  be,— you,  MHauv,  wall  bring  it  to  a  joy- 
ful iMue,  by  guiding  us  the  oest  and  neaxest  road 
agiinit  our  enemy.' 

^That  wiU  I  wifiingly  do."  said  M^IUuy ;  "  if  I  have 
abown  you  paths  by  which  to  retreat  through  theee 
duiky  wilds,  with  far  more  readiness  will  I  teach  you 
how  to  advance  i«ainst  your  foe." 

A  general  bustle  now  prevailed,  and  the  leaders 
ware  everywhere  startled  from  the  rude  couches  on 
which  they  had  sought  temporary  repose. 

"I  never  thought,"  said  Major  Dalgetty,  when 
mnmoned  up  from  a  handful  of  rugged  heather  roots, 
*  to  have  parted  from  a  bed  as  hardas  a  stable-broom 
with  such  bad  will ;  but  indubitably,  having  but  one 
mtn  of  military  experience  in  his  army,  his  Ex(^l- 
leocj  the  Marquis  may  be  vindicated  in  puuing  Inn 
apon  hard  duty." 

So  saying  he  repaired  to  the  council,  where,  not- 
withstanding his  i>edantry,  Montrose  seemed  always 
to  listen  to  him  with  considerable  attention ;  paruy 
becaofie  the  M^or  redly  possessed  military  know- 
led^  and  experience,  and  often  made  sugxestions 
which  were  found  of  advantage,  and  partly  because 
u  relieved  the  General  from  the  necessity  of  deferring 
atirely  to  the  ooinion  of  the  Highland  Chiefs,  and 
pm  mm  an  additional  g^und  for  disputing  it  when 
It  was  not  agreeable  to  his  own.  On  the  present  oc- 
caaoQ  Dalgetty  joyfully  acquiesced  in  the  proposal 
of  marching  back  and  confronting  Areyle,  which  he 
cooipared  to  the  valiant  resolution  of  tne  great  Ous- 
UTU8,  who  moved  against  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  and 
eoiicfaed  bis  troops  by  (he  plunder  of  that  fertile  coun- 
try, although  menaced  from  the  northward  by  the 
large  army  which  Wallepstein  had  assembled  in  Bo- 
hemia. 

The  Chiefs  of  Glengarry,  Eeppoch,  and  Lochiel, 
whose  clan&  equal  in  courage  and  military  fame  lo 
toy  ui  the  Highlands,  lay  within  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  scene  of  action,  dispatched  the  fiery  cross 
through  their  vassals,  to  summon  every  one  who  could 
i»ear  arms  tp  meet  the  King's  Lieutenant,  and  to  join 
the  standards  of  their  respective  Chiefs  as  they 
inarched  towards  Inverlochy.  As  the  order  was  em- 
phancaliy  giveiu  it  was  speedilv  and  willingly  obeyed. 
Their  natural  Jove  of  war,  tneir  zeal  for  the  royal 
^iise,~for  they  viewed  the  King  in  the  light  of  a 
aief  whom  his  clansmen  had  deserted,— as  well  as 
tneir  implicit  obedience  to  their  own  patriarch,  drew 
3ito  Montrose's  army  not  only  all  in  the  neighbour- 
nood  who  were  able  to  bear  arms,  but  some  who,  in 
we  at  least,  might  have  been  esteemed  past  the  use  of 
them.  During  the  next  day's  march,  which,  being 
directed  straight  through  the  mountains  of  Lochaber, 
was  unsuspected  by  the  enemy,  his  forces  were  aug- 
mented by  liandfuls  of  men  issuing  from  each  glen, 
aod  ranging  themselves  under  the  banners  of  their 
respective  Chiefs.  This  was  a  circumstance  highly 
inq)iriting  to  the  rest  of  the  army,  who,  by  the  time 
ihey  anproached  the  enemy,  found  their  strength  in- 
leased  considerably  more  than  one-fourth,  as  had 
hc^repheaied  by  the  valiant  leader  of  the  Camerons. 

While  Montrose  executed  this  counter-march,  Ar- 
syle  had,  at  the  head  of  his  gallant  army,  advanced 
op  the  southern  side  of  Locn-Eil,  and  reached  the 
nver  Lochy,  which  combines  that  lake  with  Loch- 
Uchy.  Tne  ancient  Castle  of  Inverlochy,  once,  as 
It  IS  said,  a  royal  fortress,  and  still,  aliuough  dis- 
inuitled,  a  place  of  some  strength  and  consideratioo, 
wered  convenient  head-quarters,  and  there  was  am- 
ple room  for  Argyle's  army  to  encamp  around  him  in 
|be  ralley,  where  the  Lochy  joins  Locb^Eil.  Several 
<^vge8  had  attended,  loaded  with  provisions,  so  that 
loef  were  in  every  respect  as  well  accommodated  as 
■uch  an  army  wished  or  expected  to  be.  Argyle,  in 
"WDcil  with  Auchcnbreck  and  Ardenvohr,  expressed 
^  fiiU  confidence  that  Montrose  was  now  on  the 
Jnnk  of  destruction:  that  his  troops  must  gradually 
Qiramwh  as  be  moved  eastward  through  such  uncouth 
{*uis;  that  if  he  went  westward,  he  must  encounter 
(^rm  and  Baillie ;  if  northward,  fall  into  the  hands 
^  Seafprth ;  or  should  he  choose  any  halting-place, 
ne  would  expose  hiroaelf  to  be  attacked  by  three  ar- 
•»  at  once. 


"I  cannot  rejoice  in  tkejuroapecc,  my  lord,"  aiid 
Auchenbreck,  "that  James  Qrahiame  wul  becru^i«d 
with  little  assistance  of  ours.  He  has  left  a  heavy 
account  in  Argyleshiro  against  him.  and  I  long  to 
reckon  with  him  drop  of  blood  for  drop  of  blood.  1 
love  not  the  payment  of  such  debts  by  third  hands." 

"  You  are  too  scrupulous,"  said  Argyle ;"  what  aif- 
nifies  it  by  who^  hands  the  blood  of  the  Grahames  n 
spilt  ?  It  is  time  that  of  the  sons  of  Diarmid  should 
cease  to  flow.— What  say  you,  Ardenvohr?" 

"I  say^my  lord."  replied  Sir  Duncan.  "  that  I  think 
Auchenbreck  will  be  gratified,  and  will  himself  have 
a  personal  opportunity  of  settling  accountu  with  Bfon- 
trose  for  his  depredations.  Reports  have  reached  our 
outposts  that  the  Camerons  are  assembling  their  full 
strength  on  the  skirts  of  Ben-Nevis ;  this  must  be  to 
join  the  advance  of  Montrose,  and  not  to  cover  his 
retreat" 

"  It  must  be  some  scheme  of  harassing  and  depre- 
dation," said  Argyle.  "devised  by  the  inveterate  ma- 
lignity of  M'llduy,  which  he  terms  loyalty^  They  can 
intend  no  more  than  an  attack  on  our  outposts,  or 
some  annoyance  to  to-morrow's  march." 

"  I  have  sent  out  scoutB,"  said  Sir  Duncan,  *'  in 
every  diroclion,  to  procure  intelligence ;  and  we  must 
soon  hear  whether  they  really  do  aasemble  any  force, 
upon  what  poiqt,  or  with  what  purpose." 

It  was  late  ere  any  tidings  were  received ;  but  when 
the  rooon  had  arisen,  a  considerable  bustle  in  the 
camp,  and  a  noiae  immediately  after  heard  in  the  cas- 
tle, announced  the  arrival  of  important  intelligence. 
Of  the  scouts  first  dispersed  by  Ardenvohr,  some 
had  returned  without  being  able  to  collect  any  thinf^, 
save  uncertain  rumours  concerning  movements  m 
the  country  of  the  Camerons.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
skirts  of  Ben-Nevis  were  aoiding  forth  those  un- 
accountable and  portentous  sounda  with  which  they 
sometimes  announce  the,  near  approach  of  a  storm. 
Others,  whose  zeal  carried  them  &rther  upon  their 
mission,  were  entrapped  and  alain,  or  made  prisoo- 
ers,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  fastnesses  into  which 
they  endeavoured  to  penetrate.  At  length,  on  the 
rapid  advance  of  Montrose's  array,  his  advanced 
guard  and  the  outposta  of  Argyle  became  aware  of 
each  other's  presence,  and  after  exchanging  a  few 
muaket-shots  and  arrows,  fell  back  to  tneir  respec* 
tive  main  bodies,  to  convey  inteUigenee  and  receive 
orders. 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  and  Auchenbreck,  instantly 
threw  themselves  on  horseback,  in  order  to  visit  the 
state  of  the  outposts;  and  Argyle  maintained  his 
character  of  commander-in-chief  with  reputation, 
by  making  a  respecuble  arrangement  of  his  forces 
in  the  plain,  aa  it  was  evident  that  they  might  now 
expect  a  night  alarnu  or  an  attack  in  the  morning  at 
farthest.  Montrose  had  kept  his  forces  so  cautiously 
within  the  defiles  of  the  mountain,  that  no  effort 
which  Auchenbreck  or  Ardenvohr  thought  it  prudent 
to  attempt,  could  ascertain  his  probable  strength. 
They  were  aware,  however,  that,  at  the  utmost  com- 
putation, it  must  be  inferior  to  their  owp,  and  they 
rotumed  to  Argyle  to  inform  him  of  the  amount  of 
their  observations;  but  that  nobleman  refused  to  be- 
lieve that  Montrose  could  oe  in  presence  himself.  He 
said,  "It  was  a  madness  of  which  even  James  Gra- 
heme,  in  his  height  of  prti'Umptuous  frenzy,  was  in- 
capable ;  and  he  doubted  not  that  their  march  was 
only  impeded  by  their  ancient  enemies,  Glenco,  Kep- 
pocn,  and  GKengarry;  and  perhaps  M^ourigh,  with 
his  M'Phersons.  might  have  assembled  a  force,  which 
he  kne«^  must  be  greatly  inferior  in  numbers  to  his 
own,  sa  ^  whom,  therefore,  he  doubted  not  to  disperse 
by  force,  or  by  terms  of  capitulation." 

The  c^irit  of  Argyle's  followers  was  high,  breath- 
ing vengeance  for  the  diaasters  which  their  country 
had  ao  lately  undergone;  and  the  night  passed  in 
anxbus  hopes  that  the  moining  might  dawn  upon 
their  vengeance.  The  outposts  of  either  army  kept 
a  careful  watch,  and  the  soldiers  of  Argyle  ilept  ui 
the  order  of  battle  which  they  were  next  uay  to  oc 
cupy. 

A  pale  dawn  had  scarce  begun  to  tinge  the  tope  of 
these  immenae  mountains,  when  the  leaders  of  both 
armies  prepared  tot  the  bosineas  of  the  day*    It  wii 
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the  Moond  of  Vtbnmi^,  164S-6.  The  dantmen  of 
ATgy\e  were  antinged  tn  two  lines,  not  far  from  the 
angle  between  the  river  and  the  laka  and  made  an 
appearance  equally  resolute  and  formidable.  Auchen- 
breck  would  willingly  have  commeneed  the  battle  by 
an  attack  on  the  outposta  of  the  enemy,  but  Argyle, 
with  more  cautious  policy,  preferred  receiving  to  ma- 
king the  onset.  Sisals  were  soon  heard,  that  they 
would  not  long  wan  for  it  in  vain.  The  Campbells 
could  distinguish,  in  the.gorge  of  the  mountains,  the 
war- tunes  of  various  clans  as  the;r  advanced  to  the 
onset.  That  of  the  Camerons,  which  bears  the  omi- 
nous words,  addressed  to  the  wolves  and  ravens, 
*'  Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give  you  flesh,"  was  loudly 
re-echoed  fcom  their  native  glens.  In  the  language 
of  the  U inland  bards,  the  war  voice  of  Glengarry 
was  not  silent;  and  the  gathering  tunes  of  other 
tribes  could  be  plainly  distinguished,  as  they  succes- 
sively came  up  to  the  extremity  of  the  passes  from 
which  they  were  to  descend  into  the  plain. 

"  You  see,"  said  Argyle  to  his  kinsmen,  "  it  is  as  I 
said,  we  have  only  to  deal  with  our  neighbours ;  James 
Graname  has  not  ventured  to  show  us  his  banner." 

At  this  moment  there  resounded  from  the  gorge 
of  the  pass  a  lively  flourish  of  trumpets,  in  that  note 
with  which  it  was  the-andent  Scottish  fashion  to  sa- 
lute the  royal  atandard.  . 

**  You  may  hear,  my  lord,  from  yonder  aignal,"  said 
Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  **  that  he  who  pretends  to  be 
the  King's  Lieutenant,  must  be  in  person  among 
these  men." 

"And  hss  probably  horse  with  him,"  said  Auchen- 
breck,  *'  which  I  could  not  have  anticipated.  But 
■ball  we  look  pale  for  that,  my  brd.  when  we  have 
foes  to  fight  and  wrongs  to  revenge  T ' 

Argyle  was  silent,  and  looked  upon  his  arm,  which 
hung  in  a  sash,  owing  to  t  fall  which  he  had  sus- 
tained in  a  preceding  march. 

*Mt  is  true,"  interrupted  Ardenvohr,  eagerly,  "my 
Lord  of  Arg>'le  you  are  disabled  from  using  either 
sword  or  pistol ;  you  must  retire  on  board  the  galleys 
—your  life  is  precioua  to  us  as  a  head—your  hand 
cannot  be  useful  to  us  as  a  soldier." 

"No^"  said  Argyle.  pride  contending  with  irresolu- 
tion, **  It  shall  never  be  said  that  I  fled  before  Mon- 
trose ;  if  I  cannot  fight,  I  will  at  leaat  die  in  the  midst 
of  my  children." 

Several  other  principal  Chiefs  of  the  CampbellB, 
with  one  voice,  conjured  and  obtested  their  Chieftain 
to  leave  them  for  that  day  to  the  leoding  of  Arden- 
vohr and  Auchenbreck,  and  to  behold  the  conflict 
from  a  distance  and  in  safety.— We  dare  not  stig- 
matize Argyle  with  poltroonery ;  for,  though  his  life 
waa  marked  by  no  action  of  bravery,  yet  he  behaved 
with  9o  much  composure  and  dignity  in  the  final 
and  closing  scene,  that  his  conduct  upon  the  present 
and  similar  occasions,  should  be  rather  imputed  to 
indecision  than  to  want  of  courage.  But  when  the 
small  still  voice  within  a  man'a  own  breast,  which 
tells  him  that  his  life  is  of  consequence  to  himself,  is 
seconded  by  that  of  numbers  around  him.  who  as- 
sure him  that  it  is  of  equal  advantage  to  the  public, 
h*?:«.ry  aflbrda  many  examples  of  men  more  habit- 
>ially  daring  than  Argyle,  who  have  consulted  self- 
preservation  when  the  temptationa  to  it  were  so  pow- 
erfully increased. 

"See  him  on  board,  if  you  will.  Sir  Duncan," 
said  Auchenbreck  to  his  kinsman ;  ^*  It  must  be  my 
duty  to  prevent  this  spirit  from  spreading  farther 
among  us." 

So  ssying  he  threw  himself  among  the  ranks,  en- 
treating, commanding,  and  conjuring  the  soldiers,  to 
rememier  their  ancient  fame  and  their  present  supe- 
riority; the  wrongs  they  had  to  revenge,  if  successful, 
and  the  fate  they  had  to  dread,  if  vanquished ;  and 
imparting  to  every  bosom  a  portion  of  the  fire  which 
glowed  in  hia  own.  Slowly,  meanwhile,  and  appa- 
rently with  reluctance,  Argyle  suffered  himself  to  be 
forced  by  his  officious  kinsmen  to  the  verge  of  the 
lake,  and  was  transported  on  board  of  a  galley,  from 
the  deck  of  which  he  surveyed  with  more  safety  than 
aredit  the  scene  which  ensued. 

Sir  D"ucan  Campbell  of  Ardenvohr,  notwithstand- 
Wk  the  urgency  of  the  occa8i.7n,  stood  with  his  eyea 


fiveted  mt  tha  boat  which  bort  hta  Chisftaiii  fimn  Ai 
flekl  of  tattle.  There  were  feelings  to  hia  bona 
which  coo  Id  not  be  expressed;  for  the  character  oti 
Chief  was  that  of  a  father,  and  tha  heart  of  a  daia- 
man  durst  not  dwell  upon  his  failings  with  critioit 
severity  as  tipon  those  of  other  men.  Argyle,  tea 
harah  and  severe  to  others,  was  generous  and  libera 
among  his  kinsmen,  and  the  noble  heart  of  Ardenvohi 
was  wrung  with  bitter  anguish,  when  he  refi©«ned  u 
what  interpretation  his  present  conduct  might  subjec 
him. 

"  It  is  better  it  should  be  so,"  said  ho  to  himsct{ 

devouring  his  own  emotion ;  **  but of  hia  line  of  i 

hundred  sires,  I  know  not  one  who  would  have^retim: 
while  the  banner  of  Diarmid  waved  in  the  wind,  ii 
the  face  of  its  most  inveterate  foes  I" 

m  loud  shout  now  compelled  him  to  turn,  and  fe 
hasten  with  all  dispatch  to  his  post,  which  wasoc 
the  right  flank  of  Argyle's  little  army. 

The  retreat  of  Argyle  had  not  passed  unobserves 
by  his  watchful  enemy,  vrho,  occupying  the  superioc 
ground,  could  mark  every  circumstance  which  passed 
below.  The  movement  of  three  or  four  horsemen  u 
the  rear  showed  that  those  who  retreated  were  met 
of  rank. 

"They  are  going,"  said  Dalgetty,  "to  put  thea 
horsew  out  of  danger,  like  pnident  cavaliers.  Yonder 
^oes  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  riding  a  brown  bay  geld; 
ing,  which  I  had  marked  for  my  own  second  charge.*' 
You  are  wrong,  Major,"  said  Montrose,  with  t 
bitter  smile,  **  they  are  saving  thdr  precioua  Chiel-- 
Give  the  signal  for  assault  instantly— send  the  word 
through  the  ranks.— Gentlemen,  noble  Ohiefib  G^^*- 

Kirry,  Keppoch  MTourigh,  upon  them  instantly  H 
ide  to  M'lldiiy,  Major  Dalgetty,  and  tell  him  to 
charge  aa  he  loves  LK>chaber-returo  and  bring  <mr 
handful  of  horse  to  my  standard.  'Riey  shall  m 
placed  with  the  Irish  as  a  i 
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Tm  trumpets  and  bacpipes,  those  damoroos  bai- 
bingers  of  blood  and  death,  at  once  united  in  the 
signal  for  onset,  which  was  replied  to  by  the  cry  of 
more  than  two  thousand  warnora,  and  theechosf  of 
the  mountain  glens  behind  them.  Divided  into  throe 
bodies,  or  columns,  the  Highland  followers  of  Mon- 
trose poured  from  the  defiles  which  had  hitherto  coo- 
cealed  them  from  thdr  enemies,  and  rushed  with  the 
utmost  determination  upon  the  Campbells,  who  waiir 
ed  thdr  change  with  the  greatest  firmness.  Bemod 
these  charging  columns  marched  in  line  the  mn. 
under  Colkitto,  intended  to  form  the  reserve..  V^ 
them  was  the  royal  standard,  and  Montrose  hiniMu  > 
and  on  the  flanks  were  about  fifty  horse,  under  Dw- 
getty,  which  by  wonderful  exertions  had  been  kept  w 
some  sort  fit  for  service 

The  right  column  of  Royalists  was  led  by  Ow* 
garry,  the  left  by  Lochid,  and  the  centre  by  tneEui 
of  Menteith,  who  preferred  fighting  on  foot  in  a 
Highland  dress  to  remaining  with  the  cavalry.    ^.  , 

The  Highlanders  poured  on  with  the  proverbiii 
fury  of  their  country,  firing  thdr  guns,  and  disehirs* 
ing  their  arrows,  at  a  little  distance  from  the  cm'^ 
who  received  the  assault  with  the  most  detenniDea 
gsllantry.  Better  provided  with  musketry  than  tag 
enemies,  atationary  also,  and  therefore  taking  tD« 
more  decisive  aim,  the  fire  of  Argyle's  foUowcis  wy 
more  destructive  than  that  which  they  sostaioed- 
The  royal  clans,  percdving  this,  rushed  to  dose  qpT 
ters,  and  succeeded  on  two  points  in  throwing  t^ 
enemies  into  disorder.  With  regular  troops  this  nm 
have  achieved  a  victory ;  but  here  Highlandei*  ^^^ 
opposed  to  HigLlandere,  and  the  nature  of  ^.  jjj 
pons,  as  well  as  the  agility  of  those  who  wieluni 
them,  was  equal  on  both  sides.  . 

Their  strife  wm  accordingly  desperate ;  and  tha  cljj 
of  the  swords  and  axes,  as  they  encountered  s*^ 
other,  or  rung  upon  the  urgets,  was' mingled  wu& 
the  short,  wild,  animating  shrieks  with  which  ,Bg: 
landers  acoompanj  the  battk\  the  danoe,  or  lodMi 
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viokat  exertion  of  tny  kind.  Many  of  the  foes  op- 
poeed  were  personally  acquainted,  and  soaf^ht  to 
natch  themselves  with  each  other  from  motives  of 
hatred,  or  a  taort  generous  emulation  of  valour. 
Neither  party  wpold  letreat  an  inch,  while  the  place 
€i  those  who  fell  (and  they  fell  fast  on  both  sides) 
was  eagerly  fnipplied  by  others,  who  throngred  to  Ihe 
front  or  danger.  A  steam,  like  that  which  arises  from 
I  seething  caoldron,  rose  into  the  thin,  cold,  frosty 
air,  and  hovered  above  the  combatants. 

So  stood  the  fight  on  the  right  and  the  centre,  with 
60  immediate  consequence,  except  mutual  wounds 
and  death. 

On  the  right  of  the  Campbells,  the  Knight  of  Ar- 
denvohr  obtained  some  advantage,  throueh  his  mili- 
tary skill  and  by  strength  of  numbers.  He  had  moved 
forward  obliqpely  the  extreme  flank  of  his  line  at  the 
nstant  the  Royalists  were  about  to  close,  so  that 
ihev  sustained  a  fire  at  once  on  front  and  in  flank, 
and,  de^nte  the  utmost  eflbrts  of  their  leader,  were 
thrown  into  some  confusion.    At  this  instant,  Sir 
I^iocan  Campbell  gave  the  word  to  charge,  and 
thos  unexpectedly  made  the  attack  at  the  very  mo- 
ment he  seemed  about  to  receive  it.    Such  a  change 
of  circumstances  is  always  discouraging,  and  often 
litaL   But  the  disorder  was  remedied  by  the  advance 
9i  the  Irish  reserve,  whose  heavy  and  sustained  fire 
eempelled  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr  to  forego  his 
•matage,  and  content  himself  with  repulsing  the 
enemy.    The  Marquis  of  Montrose,  in  the  mean- 
wbi)^  availing  himself  of  some  scattered  birch  trees, 
is  well  as  of  the  smoke  produced  by  the  dose  fire  of 
the  Irish  musketry,  which  concealed  the  operation, 
caUed  upon  Dalgetty  (o  follow  him  with  the  horse, 
nd  wheeling  round  so  as  to  gain  the  right  flank  and 
eren  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  he  commanded  his  six 
trumpets  to  sound  the  charge.    The  clang  of  the 
«»alry  trumpets,  and  the  noise  of  the  galloping  of 
the  horse,  produced  an  effect  upon  Argyle's  right  wing 
which  no  other  sounds  could  have  impressed  them 
with.    The  mountaineers  of  that  period  had  a  super- 
tUQpos  dread  of  the  war-horse,  like  that  entertained 
oytbe  Pemvians,  and  had  many  strange  ideas  res- 
pecting the  manner  in  which  that  animal  was  train- 
«  to  combat.    When,  therefore,  they  found  their 
rf  nks  unexpectedly  broken,  and  that  the  objects  of 
wm  greatest  terror  were  suddenly  in  the  midst  of 
ibem,  the  panic,  in  spite  of  Sir  Duncan's  attempts 
jo  Mop  it,  W;ame  universal.    Indeed,  the  figure  of 
Major  Dalgetty  alone,  sheathed  in  impenetrable  ar- 
mour, aod  maKing  his  horse  caracole  and  bound,  so 
as  to  rive  weight  to  every  blow  which  he  struck, 
wynld  have  been  a  novelty  in  itself  sufficient  to  ter- 
nfy  those  who  had  never  seen  any  thing  more  nearly 
'wembUng  such  a  cavalier,  than  a  shelfy  waddling 
'KwCT  a  Highlander  far  bigger  than  itself.    The  re- 
palsod  Royalists  returned  to  the  charge;  the  Irish, 
kemjug  their  ranks,  maintained  a  fire  equally  close 
jnd  destructive.    There  was  no  sustaining  the  fight 
loQg  ir.  Argyle'sfoUowersbe^n  to  break  and  fly,  most 
•aw  ids  the  lake,  the  remainder  in  different  direc- 
JWij.   The  defeat  of  the  right  wing,  of  itself  deci- 
^f»  waa  rendered  irreparable  by  the  death  of  Auch- 
•**Jjsck,  who  fell  while  endeavouring  to  restore  order. 
^Tbe Knight  of  Ardenvohr,  with  two  or  three  hun- 
••d  Men,  all  gentlemen  of  descent  and  distinguished 
Pj^ntry,— for  the  Campbells  are  supposed  to  have 
Md  more  gentlemen  in  their  ranks  than  any  of  the 
"ighltnd  clan8.-^ndeavoured,  with  unavailing  he- 
Jjwo,  to  cover  the  tumultuary  retreat  of  the  common 
"•••Their  resolution  only  proved  fatal  to  themselves, 
••tbey  were  charged  again  and  again  by  fresh  adver- 
•Jj^**  and  forced  to  separate  from  each  other,  until 
jHKDgth  their  aim  seemed  only  to  be  to  purchase  an 
"^S^rable  death  by  resisting  to  the  very  last. 
,.   Good  quarter,  Sir  Duncan^"  called  out  Major 
^'"geity,  when  he  discovered  his  late  host,  with  one 
H-f^o  others,  defending  himself  against  several 
R^thlanders ;  and,  to  enforce  his  offer,  he  rode  up  to 
^  fith  his  sword  upUfred.     Sir  Duncan's  repiv 
*M  ibe  discharge  of  a  reserved  pistol,  which  took 
5??  jjot  on  the  person  of  the  ndcr,  but  on  that  of 
dlant  horse,  which,  shot  through  the  heart,  fell 
uder  hia.   Ranald  MacBagn,  who  was  one 
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of  those  who  had  been  presaipg  Sir  Duncan  hard, 
took  the  opportunitTto  cut  him  down  with  his  broad- 
sword, as  he  turned  from  him  in  the  act  of  firing  the 
pistol. 

Allan  M^Aolay  came  up  at  this  moment  They 
were,  excepting  Ranald,  followers  of  his  brother  who 
were  engaged  on  that  part  of  the  field.  *'  Villains !" 
he  said,  ''which  of  you  has  dared  to  do  this,  when  it 
was  my  positive  order  that  the  Knight  of  Ardenvoht 
should  be  taken  alive  ?"  ' 

Half-a-dozen  of  busy  hands,  which  were  emulously 
emplojred  in  plundering  the  fallen  knight,  whose  arms 
and  accoutrements  wore  of  a  magnificence  befitting 
hisquality,  instantly  forebore  the  occupation,  and  hafi 
the  number  of  voices  exculpated  themsclvos,  byla>ing 
the  blame  on  the  Skyeman,  as  they  called  Ranald 
MacEIagh. 

**  Dog  of  an  Islander  I"  said  Allan,  forgetting,  m  hit 
wrath,  tneirpropbetic  brotherhood,  follow  the  chase, 
and  harm  hiin  no  farther,  unless  you  mean  to  die  by 
my  hand."  They  were  at  this  moment  left  almor. 
alone ;  for  Allan  s  threats  had  forced  his  own  clan 
from  the  spot,  and  all  around  had  pressed  onwards 
toward  the  Itike,  carr>'ing  before  them  noise,  terror, 
and  confiMion,  and  leaving  behind  only  the  dead  and 
dying.  The  moment  was  tempting  to  MacEagh's 
vengeful  spirit.—"  That  I  should  die  by  your  hand, 
red  as  it  is  with  the  blood  of  my  kindred,  said  he,  an- 
swering the  threat  of  Allan  in  a  tone  as  menacing  as 
his  own,  **  is  not  more  hkely  than  that  you  should 
fall  by  mine."  With  that,  he  struck  at  M'Aulay  with 
such  unexpected  readiness,  that  he  had  scarce  time 
to  intercept  the  blow  with  his  target. 

"Villain!"  said  Allan,  in  astonishment, 
means  this  V* 

"  I  am  Ranald  of  the  Mist !"  answered  the  Ides- 
man,  repeating  the  blow;  and  with  that  word,  they 
engaged  in  close  and  funous  conflict.  It  seemed  to 
be  decreed,  that  in  Allan  M'Aulay  had  ariaen  the 
avenger  of  his  mother's  wrongs  upon  this  wild  tribe, 
aa  was  proved  by  the  issue  of  the  present,  as  well  as 
of  former  combats.  After  exchanging  a  few  blows. 
Ranald  MacEagh  was  prostrated  by  a  deep  wound 
on  the  skull ;  and  M*Aulay.  setting  his  foot  on  hlm^ 
was  about  to  pass  the  broadsword  through  his  body, 
when  the  point  of  the  weapon  was  struck  up  by  a 
third  party,  who  suddenly  interposed.  This  was  no 
other  than  Major  Dalgetty,  who,  sttmned  by  the  fall 
and  encumbered  by  the  dead  body  of  his  horse,  had 
now  recovered  his  legs  and  his  understanding. 
"  Hold  up  your  sfwrd,**^  said  he  to  M'Aulay,  "  and 

Erejndice  this  person  no  farther,  in  respect  that  he  is 
ere  in  my  sale-conduct,  and  in  his  excellency's  ser- 
vice ;  arxf  in  regard  that  no  honourable  cavaher  is  at 
liberty,  by  the  law  martial,  to  avenge  his  own  prW 
vate  m\un€B^  Jlagrante  beUOt  multo  majus  Jlagrante 
praUio. 

''  Fool !"  said  Allan,  **  stand  askle,  and  dare  nqt  to 
come  between  the  ti^r  and  his  prey !" 

But,  far  from  quittine  his  ^int,  Dalgetty  stepc 
across  the  fallen  body  of  Macfiagfa,  and  gave  Allan 
to  imderstand,  that  if  he  called  himself  a  tiger,  he 
was  likely,  at  present,  to  find  a  lion  in  his  path. 
There  required  no  more  than  the  gesture  and  tone  of 
defiance  to  turn  the  whole  rage  of  the  military  Seer 
against  the  person  who  was  opposing  the  course  of 
his  vengeance,  and  blows  were  instantly  exchanged 
without  farther  ceremony. 

The  strife  betwixt  Allan  and  MacEagh  had  been 
unnoticed  by  the  stragglers  around,  for  the  person  of 
the  latter  was  known  to  few  of  Montrose's  followers ; 
but  the  scuffle  betwixt  Dalgetty  and  him,  both  so 
well  known,  attracted  instant  attention ;  and  for- 
tunately, among  others,  that  of  Montrose  himseU^ 
who  bad  come  Tor  the  purpose  of  gathering  together 
his  small  body  of  horse,  and  following  the  pursuit 
down  lAKh'Ku.  Aware  of  the  fatal  consequences  of 
dissension  in  his  Utile  army,  he  pushed  his  horse  up 
to  the  spot,  and  seeing  MacEagh  on  the  ^u.id,  and 
Dalgetty  in  the  attitude  of  protecting  him  agains* 
M*Aulay,  hia  quick  apprehension  instantly  caught  the 
cause  of  quarrel,  ana  as  instantly  devised  means  to 
stop  it  '*For  shame,"  he  said,  '*  gentlemen  cava 
liers,  brawling  together  in  so  glorioos  a  field  of  vie 


TALES  OP  mr  LAITDLOBa 


[Ca^. 


tory  I—Am  rpa  mad  7  Or  ace  yon  intocieated  with 
the  dcMy  wnicb  you  have  both  thk  dmy  l^uied  7** 

"  It  is  not  mr  fault,  ao  pleaae  your  fijboeUeocy," 
aaid  Dalgetty.  I  ba%A  been  known  a  bonus  aoctii«, 
a  ben  camarado  in  ail  the  aenricea  of  EorofM ;  bat 
be  that  touchea  a  man  under  my  aafegnaid" -, 

"  And  he,"  aaid  Allan,  apeaking  at  the  aame  tune, 
"  who  darea  to  bar  the  eourae  of  ray  juat  ven- 
geance^'  

"For  ahame,  gentlemen!"  again  repeated  Mon- 
troae;  "I  have  other  boaineaa  for  yoo  both,— bnaineaa 


of  deeper  importance  than  any  pnTate(|uarrel,  which 

Iou  may  eaaily  find  a  more  fitting  tune  to  aettle. 
^or  you,  Miyor  Dalgetty,  kneel  down." 


1!"  aaid  Dalgetty;  **I  have  not  learned  to 
obey  that  word  of  ooaamand,  aaving  when  it  ianven 
£rora  the  pulpit.  In  the  Swediah  diacipline,  the  niont 
rank  do  indeed  kneel,  but  only  when  the  regiment  ia 
drawn  up  aiz  file  deep." 

**  NevertheleMj"  repeated  HontrDa&— "kneel  down, 
m  the  name  of  King  Charlea  and  ot" 
tive. 


ing  Charlea  and  ot  hia  repreaenta- 


When  Dalgat^  reluctantlyobeyed,  Hontroae  atmek 
him  lightlv  on  the  neck  with  the  fiat  of  faaa  awmd, 
Mying,—  In  reward  of  the  gallant  aervice  of  thia 
dby,  and  in  the  name  and  auth^ty  of  our  Sovereign, 
King  Charlea,  1  dub  thee  knidht;  be  brave,  loyal, 
and  fortunate.  And  now,  Sir  Dugald  Dalgetty,  to 
your  doty.  CoUect  what  horaem^  you  can,  and 
puraoe  eiich  of  the  enemy  aa  are  flymg  down  the  aide 
of  the  lakft.  Do  not  diaberae  your  force,  nor  venture 
too  far;  but  take  h^  to  preveot  iheir  rallying, 
which  very  little  exertion  may  do.  Mount,  then,  Sir 
Diuuld,  and  do  your  duty." 

'*  But  what  shall  I  mount?"  aaid  the  new  made 
chevalier.  "  Poor  Ouatavua  aleepe  in  the  bed  of  ho- 
nour, like  hia  immortal  nameaake!  and  I  am  made 
a  knight,  a  rider,*  aa  the  High  Dutch  have  it,  juat 
when  I  nave  not  a  horse  left  to  ride  upon." 

"That  shall  not  be  aaid,"  anawered Montrose,  dis- 
mounting :  "  1  make  you  a  preeent  of  my  own,  which 
has  been  thought  a  good  one;  only,  I  pray  you,  re- 
aume  the  duty  you  discaarge  ao  weiL" 

With  many  aeknowledgroents,  Sir  Dugald  mounted 
the  ateed  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  him ;  and  only 
beseeching  his  Excellency  to  remember  that  Mac- 
Eagh  was  under  his  aafe-conduct,  immediately  be- 
gan to  execute  the  ordara  assifl^ied  to  him,  with  great 
seal  and  alacrity. 

"And  you,  Allan  M'Aulay,"  said  Montrose,  ad- 
dressing the  Highlander,  who,  leaning  his  sword- 
point  on  the  ground,  had  rmrded '  the  ceremony  of 
his  antagonist  8  knighthood^ with  a  sqeer  of  sullen 
scom— *^ou,  who  are  superior  to  theordmaiy  men  led 
by  tliG  paltry  motives  of  plunder  and  nay,  and  personal 
distinction— you,  whose  deep  knowledge  renders  you  so 
voluable  a  counsellor— is  it  vou  whom  I  find  striving 
with  a  man  like  Dalgetty,  tor  the  privilege  of  tramp- 
ling the  rt^mains  of  life  out  of  so  contemptible  an 
enemy  as  lies  there?  Come,  my  friend,  I  have  other 
work  for  you.  This  victory,  skilfully  improved,  shall 
win  Seaforth  to  our  party.  It  is  not  disloyaltjr,  but 
despair  of  the  good  cause,  that  has  induced  mm  to 
take  arms  against  us.  These  arms,  in  this  moment 
of  better  aumiry,  he  may  be  brought  to  unite  with 
oars.  I  shall  send  my  jpiUant  friend.  Colonel  Hay, 
to  him^  from  this  very  field  of  battle,  but  he  must  be 
on  ted  m  commission  with  a  Highland  gentleman  of 
rank,  befitting  that  of  Seaforth,  and  of  talents  and 
of  infiuence  each  as  may  make  an  impression  upon 
him.  You  are  not  only  in  every  re«pect  the  fittest  for 
this  most  important  mission,  out,  having  no  imme- 
diate command,  your  presence  may  be  more  easily 
nared  than  that  of  a  Chief  whose  foUowing  is  in 
the  field.  You  know  every  pass  and  glen  in  the 
Highlands,  as  well  os  the  manners  and  customs  •(' 
every  tribe.  Go  therefore  to  Hay,  on  the  right  wing, 
ne  has  instructions,  and  expects  you.  You  will  find 
him  with  Glenmorrison's  men ;  oe  his  guide,  his  in- 
teipreier,  and  his  colleague." 

Allen  M'Aulay  bent  on  the  Marquia  a  dark  and 
penetrating  glance,  as  if  to  ascertain  whether  this 
^  Id  G«nii«n,  as  in  LoUn,  the  orifintl  mwiahir  of  the  word 
wUM%m  ronMponduf  to  Cfuee,  !■  ffleralr  a  horMMnsii 


floddsn  mtaaioa  wai  not  otmkmd  Cv  t 

and  aoexphuned  popoaa.    But  MsBtvoi 

aeaiching  the  motivea  of  others,  was  an>qnl  mdmt 
in  concealing  hia  own.  He  conaulefed  it  aa  of  tie 
laat  consequence  in  this  moment  of  enihoaiaam  aai 
exalted  passion,  to  rsmove  Allan  from  the  caaap  Ibc 
a  few  daya,  that  he  mi^t  provide,  as  his  honour  re- 
quired, for  the  safety  of  those  who  had  acted  mm  bk 
guides,  when  he  tmsted  the  Seer's  qoanel  wiib  Dal- 
getty might  be  eaaily  made  op.  AUaa,  at  partms.  oo- 
ly  recommended  to  the  Marquis  the  care  of  Sir  Dixb- 
can  CarapbdL  whom  Montrose  instantly  directed 
to  be  conveyed  to  a  place  of  safety.  He  took,  the 
same  precaution  for  Maf^agji.  oommitmig  the  lattex, 
however,  to  a  party  of  the  Insii,  with  directioDs  that 
he  should  be  taken  care  o(  but  that  no  Highlander 
of  any  dan,  should  have  acoeaa  to  him. 

The  Marquis  then  mounted  a  led  borae,  vrhicfa  wae 
held  by  one  of  his  attendanta^  aod  rods  oo  ta  view 
the  acene  of  his  victory,  which  waa  mom  decisivt 
than  even  his  ardent  hopea  had  anticipated.    Of  Ar* 

fyle'a  gallant  army  of  three  thowaand  man,  faUjr  one 
alff(Bllinthebattle,orinthafli8ht.  TbcThedbeen 
chiefly  driveo  back  upon  that  partof  thepuiA  when 
the  river  forms  an  angle  «rith  the  lakcv  ao  tkat  there 
was  no  fese  opening  either  for  retreat  or  escape.  Se- 
veral hundreda  wereibroed  into  the  lake  and  dfowned. 
Of  the  survivors,  about  one  half  escaped  bf  awiia- 
ming  the  river,  or  k^  an  eariy  flight  aloiig  the  left 
bank  of  the  lake.  The  remainder  threw  thenaaelvea 
into  the  okl  Castle  of  loverlochjr :  bot  being  vrithoui 
either  provisions  or  hopes  of  rawBt  they  vreMobligad 
to  surrender,  on  condition  of  being  aDficKed  lo  return 
to  their  homes  in  peace.  Arma,  ammaiiitifOii|  aiand- 
arda,  and  baggage,  all  becamie  the  psey  of  the  oon- 
querors. 

This  waa  the  gieateat  disaaier  that  ever  befoU  the 
race  (^  Diarraid  aa  the  Camobella  were  called  in  the 
Highlanda ;  it  being  generally  remarked  that  they 
were  as  fortunate  in  the  iasue  of  their  undertakiaga, 
as  they  were  sagacioua  in  planning,  and  covra^Boos 
in  executing  thcorn.  Of  the  number  sUin,  neaiijr  tre 
hundred  were  Dunniswassels,  or  gentlemen  oiauning 
descent  from  known  and  respected  houaea.  And,  ia 
the  opinion  of  many  of  the  clan,  even  thia  heavy  loas 
was  exceeded  by  the  disgrace  ariaing  from  the  inglo- 
rioua  conduct  of  their  Chief^  whoae  galley  weighed 
anchor  when  the  day  waa  lost  and  sailed  down  the 
lake  with  all  the  speed  to  which  sails  and  oars  could 
impel  her. 

CHAPTER  XX. 

Faint  the  din  of  battle  I>ni7*<l, 

Dwtant  down  tlie  hollow  wmd ; 
Wnr  end  terror  fled  before^ 

Wound*  and  deaUi  remain'd  behind.— Pbsiboss. 

Montbosb's  splendid  success  over  his  powerful  ri- 
val was  not  attained  mthout  aome  loaa,  though  not 
amounting  to  the  tenth  of  what  he  inflicted.  Tiis 
obstinate  valour  of  the  Carapb^s  cost  the  lives  of 
many  brave  men  of  the  oimoaite  party;  and  more 
were  wounded,  the  Chief  ot  whom  waa  the  brave 
young  Earl  of  Menteith,  who  had  eommanded  the 
centre.  He  was  but  slightly  touched,  however,  and 
made  rather  a  gra«|fol  than  a  terrible  appearand 
when  he  presrated  to  his  general  the  standard  of 
Argyle^  which  he  had  taken  from  the  standard-bearer 
with  his  own  hand,  and  slain  him  in  aiugle  combat 
Montrose  dearly  loved  his  noble  kinsman,  in  whom 
there  was  conspicuous  a  flaah  of  the  genoxms,  ro* 
mantic,  disinterested  chivalry  of  the  old  heroic  tiniee. 
entirely  dinerent  from  the  sordid^  calculating^  and 
sdfish  character,  which  the  practice  of  entertaming 
mercenary  tnxms  had  introduced  into  most  parts  ot 
Europe,  and  ot  which  degeneracy  Scotland,  which 
furnished  soldiers  of  fortune  for  the  service  of  ahnoit 

Svery  nation,  had  been  contaminated  with  a  room 
[lan  usual  share.  Montrose,  whose  native  spirit  was 
congenial,  although  experience  had  taiwht  him  ho^ 
to  avail  himself  of  the  motives  of  otoera,  used  to 
Menteith  neither  the  language  of  praise  nor  of  pi^ 
mise,  but  claeped  him  to  hia  bosom  as  he  exolainieit 
"  My  gallant  kinaman  1"  And  by  this  bnrat  of  heart* 


Cuf.SX, 


A  LGdSND  OF  MONTROSE. 


Jli  wpiAmiMe  wu  Mentdth  thrilkd  with  a  wanner 
^w  of  delight,  than  if  hia  praiaea  had  been  recorded 
ID  a  report  ot  the  action  aent  directly  to  the  throne  of 
his  sovereign.  ' 

""  Nothing"  he  aaid,  "  my  lord,  now  aeems  to  re- 
main in  which  I  can  render  any  assiatance  t  permit 
me  to  look  after  a  duty  of  humanity— the  Knight  of 
Afdenvohr,  aa  I  am  told,  ia  our  priaoner,  and  aeverely 
wounded. 

"  And  well  he  deaervea  to  be  ao,"  aaid  Sir  Dugald 
Dalgetty,  who  came  up  to  them  at  that  moment  with 
a  prodigioua  addition  of  acquired  importance,  "  aince 
he  shot  my  good  horae  at  the  time  that  I  was  offering 
him  honourable  quarter, ,  which,  I  muat  needs  say, 
waa  done  more  like  an  ignorant  Highland  cateran, 
who  haa  not  aenae  enouni  to  erect  a  aoonce  for  the 
ptection  of  hia  old  huney-houae  of  a  caatle,  than 
like  a  soldier  of  worth  and  quality." 

"Are  we  to  condole  with  you  then/'  aaid  Lord 
Menteith,  "  upon  the  loaa  of  the  famed  Ouatavua  T' 

**  Even  ao,  my  lord,"  anawered  the  soldier,  with  a 
deep  sigh,  "*  Diem  clausit  mipremttTR,  aa  we  aaid  at 
the  Majreachal-College  of  Aberdeen.  Better  ao  than 
be  imothered  like  a  cadger*8  pony  in  aome  flow-moas, 
or  BQow- wreath,  which  waa  like  to  be  hia  fate  if  thia 
winter  campaiapn  laated  lon^r.  But  it  haa  pleased 
his  Excellency''  (making  an  inclination  to  Montroae) 
"  to  simply  ma  place  by  the  gift  of  a  noble  ateed, 
whom  I  have  taRan  the  freedom  to  name  *  Loyalty' a 
RtwanL,*  in  memory  of  this  celebrated  occasion." 

**  I  hope,"  aaid  the  Marquia,  "  you'll  find  Loyalt/a 
Reward,  amce  you  call  him  ao,  practised  in  all  the 
duties  of  the  field— but  I  must  just  hint  to  you,  that 
at  this  time^  in  Scotland,  loyalty  ia  more  frequently 
rewarded  with  a  halter  than  with  a  horae." 

"  Ahem !  your  Excellency  ia  pleased  to  be  facetious. 
Uytlty's  Reward  is  as  perfect  aa  Gustavus  in  all  his 
exercises,  and  of  a  far  finer  tjgsare.  Marrv !  his  social 
qaalities  are  leaa  cultivated,  in  respect  he  nas  kept  till 
DOW  in£enor  company." 

*'  Not  meaning  his  Exc^lency  the  General  I  hope," 
said  Lord  Menteith.  '*  For  shame,  Sir  Dugald  V^ 
.  "  Mv  Lord,"  answered  the  knignt  gravely,  "  I  am 
^:apable  to  mean  any  thing  so  utterly  misbecoming. 
i^hat  I  asseverate  is,  that  his  Excellency,  having  the 
nme  intercourse  with  his  horse  during  his  exercise, 
mat  he  hath  with  his  soldiers  when  training  them, 
may  form  and  break  either  to  every  feat  of  war  which 
w  chooses  to  practise,  and  accordingly  that  this  noble 
cbarger  is  admirably  managed.  But  as  it  is  the  inter- 
course of  private  life  that  formeth  the  social  cha- 
racter, so  I  do  not  apprehend  that  of  the  single  soldier 
to  be  much  polished  by  the  conversation  of  the  cor- 

C9ral  or  the  sergeant,  or  that  of  Loyalty's  Reward  to 
ave  been  much  dulcified,  or  amelioratt  d,  by  the  so- 
ciety of  his  Excellency's  grooms,  who  bestow  more 
oaths,  and  kicks,  and  thumps,  than  kindness  or  ca- 
[gjaea.  upon  the  animals  entruated  to  their  charge  ; 
whereby  many  a  generou8*quadruped,  rendered  as  it 
were  misanthropic,  manifests  during  the  rest  of  his 
lue  a  gieater  desire  to  kick  and  bite  his  master,  tlian 
to  love  and  honour  him." 

*'  Spoken  like  an  oracle,"  said  Montrose.  "  Were 
uiere  an  academy  for  the  education  of  horses  to  be 
annexed  to  the  Mareschal-College  of  Aberdeen,  Sir 
l>^d  Dalgetty  alone  should  filUhe  chair." 

'  Because,  bemg  an  ass,"  sai^Mentcitb,  aside  to 
Je  General,  "  there  would  be  some  distant  relation 
jet^ecn  the  professor  and  the  atudents." 

And  now.  wiihyour  Excellency's  permission,"  said 
the  new-made  Knight  "  I  am  going  to  pay  my  last 
Tint  to  the  remains  ol  my  old  companion  m  arms." 
Not  with  the  purpose  of  going  through  the  ceremo- 
nial of  interment?"  said  the  Marquis,  who  did  not 
w»ow  how  far  Sir  Dugald's  enthusiasm  might  lead 
jMw ;  "  consider,  our  brave  fellowa  themselvea  will 
wye  bui  a  hasty  burial." 
„    Vow  Excellency  will  pardon  me,"  said  Dalgetty ; 

n>y  purpose  is  less  romantic.  I  go  to  divide  poor 
[iastavus's  legacy  with  the  fowls  of  heaven^  leaving 
|oe  flesh  to  them,  and  Reserving  to  myself  hia  hide ; 
•^ch,  in  token  of  aficctionate  remembrance,  I  pur- 
£?>e  to  Ibnh  into  a  cassock  and  trowsers,  after  the 
*wtar  fashion,  to  t)e  worn  under  my  armour,  in  re- 
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sped  my  nether  garments  are  at  present  shamefhuy 
the  worse  of  the  wear.  Alaa  !  poor  Gustavus,  why 
didst  thou  not  live  at  least  one  hour  more,  to  have 
borne  the  honoured  weight  of  knighthood  upon  thy 
loins !" 

He  was  now  turning  away,  when  the  Marquis 
called  after  him,—"  As  you  are  not  likely  to  be  antici- 
pated in  this  act  of  kindness,  Sir  Dugald.  to  your  old 
friend  and  companion,  I  trust,"  Eaid  the  Marquis, 
"  you  will  first  assist  me.  and  our  principal  friend^ 
to  discuss  some  of  Argyle  s  good  cheer,  cu  which  we 
have  found  abundance  m  the  Castle."     ^ 

"  Most  willingly,  please  your  Excellency,"  said  Sir 
Dugald :  "  as  meat  and  mass  never  hinder  work. 
Nor,  indeed,  am  I  afraid  that  the  wolves  or  eaglea 
will  begin  an  onslaught  on  Gustavus  to-night,  in  re- 
gard there  is  so  much  better  cheer  lying  all  around 
But,"  added  he,  "  as  I  am  to  meet  two  honourable 
knights  of  England,  with  others  of  the  knightly  de 
gree  in  your  lordship's  army,  I  pray  it  may  be  ex- 
plained to  them,  that  now,  and  in  future,  I  claim 
precedence  over  them  alL  in  respect  of  my  rank  aa  a 
Banneret,  dubbed  in  a  field  of  stricken  battle." 

"  The  devil  confound  him  V*  said  Montrose,  n>eak- 
ing  aside;  "he  has  contrived  to  set  the  kiln  on  fire  aa 
fast  at  I  put  it  out— This  is  a  pointy  Sir  Dugald," 
said  he,  grayely  addressing  him,  "  which  I  shall  re- 
serve for  nis  Majesty's  express  consideration ;  in  my 
camp,  all  must  be  upon  equality,  like  the  Knights  of 
the  Rjound  Table ;  and  take  their  places  as  soldiers 
should,  upon  the  principle  of— first  come,  first  served." 

*'  Then  I  shall  take  care,"  said  Menteith,  apart  to 
the  Marquis,  "  that  Don  Dogald  is  not  first  in  place 
to-day.— Sir  Dugald,"  added  he,  raising  his  voice, 
**  as  you  say  your  wardrobe  is  out  of  repair,  had  you 
not  better  go  to  the  enemy's  baggage  yonder,  over 
which  there  is  a  guard  placed  7  I  saw  them  take  out 
an  excellent  buif  suit,  embroid^ed  in  front  in  silk 
and  silver." 

"  Voto  a  Diotl  as  the  Spaniard  says,"  exclaimed 
the  Major,  **  and  some  beggarly  gilly  may  get  it  while 
I  stand  prating  here !" 

The  prospect  of  booty  having  at  once  driven  out  ol 
his  head  both  Gustavus  and  the  provant,  be  set  spurs 
to  Loyalty's  Reward,  and  rode  off*  throui?h  the  field 
of  battle. 

"  There  goes  the  hound,"  said  Menteith,  "  breaking 
the  face,  and  trampling  on  the  body,  of  many  a  bettei 
man  than  himself;  and  as  eager  on  his  sordid  spoil 
as  a  vulture  that  stoops  upon  carrion.  Yet  this  man 
the  world  calls  a  soldier— and  you,  my  lord^  select 
him  as  worthy  of  the  honours  of  chivalry,  if  such 
they  can  at  this  day  be  termed.  You  have  made  the 
collar  of  knighthood  the  decoration  of  a  mere  blood- 
hound." 

"  What  could  I  do  7"  said  Montrose.  "  I  had  nc 
half-picked  bones  to  give  him.  and  bribed  in  some 
manner  he  must  be,— I  cannot  follow  the  chace  alone. 
Besides,  the  dog  has  good  qualities." 

"  If  nature  has  given  him  such,"  said  Menteith. 
"  habit  has  converted  them  into  feelings  of  intense 
selfishness.  He  may  be  punctilious  concerning  his 
reputation,  and  brave  in  the  execution  of  his  auty, 
but  it  is  only  because  without  these  qualities  he  can- 
not rise  in  the  service:— nay,  his  ver^  benevolence  ia 
selfish;  he  may  defend  his  companion  while  he  can 
keep  his  feet,  but  the  instant  he  is  down.  Sir  Dugald 
will  be  as  ready  to  ease  him  of  his  purse,  as  he  is  to 
convert  the  skin  of  Gustavus  into  a  ouff  jerkin." 

"And  yet,  if  all  this  were  true,  cousin,"  answered 
Montrose,  "there  is  something  convenient  in  com- 
manding a  soldier,  upon  whose  motives  and  springs 
of  action  you  can  calculate  to  a  mathematical  cer- 
tainty. A  fine  spirit  like  yours,  my  cousin,  alive  to  a 
thousand  sensations  to  which  this  man's  is  as  imper- 
vious as  his  corslet,— it  is  for  such  that  thy  fnend 
must  feel,  while  he  gives  his  advice."  Then,  suddenly 
chanmng  his  tone,  ne  asked  Menteith  when  he  haa 
seen  Annot  Lyle. 

The  young  Earl  coloured  deeply,  and  anawered. 
"  Not  since  last  evening,— excepting."  he  added,  witr 
hesitation,  "  for  one  moment,  about  half  an  hour  be- 
fore the  battle  began."  ' 

"My  dear  Menteith," s^4J^5?nti9tg, 5^ todlv 


TALKS  OP  MY  LANDLORD. 


IOWap. 


"  were  yiiu  one  of  the  gty  cavft)i«ri  of  Whiipball  ¥*  ho 
ere,  in  their  wav,  ae  gnat  i»elAa«:ker»  «s  our  fritind 
Datgetty,  should  I  need  tci  plagiie  you  wich  iEiqkkiriag 
into  such  an  amourette  a«  lUm  1  it  would  he  an  m- 
tri^e  only  to  be  iaughett  at.  Bui  this  i«  the  bnrl  of 
enchantment,  where  nets  Bitn*Hg  m  siwl  n^^'  wr !>nj?ht 
out  of  ladies*  tresses,  an^t  pu  am  exactly  th  '  ed 
knight  to  be  so  fettered.     VUa^  p^>or  ^ul  in  sly 

beautiful,  and  has  taleti^T  tMrumi  lu  r;flii  ur 

*oniantic  temper.  Youc ,i  linTik  oJ  i!i.i:ir  liii  i..^  — 

you  cannof  think  of  marrying  herl" 

•*  My  lord,"  replied  Menteitb,  "you  have  repeatedly 
urged  this  jest,  tor  so  I  trust  it  is  meant,  som^^what 
beyond  bounds.  Annot  Lyle  is  of  unknown  birth,— a 
captive,— the  daughter,  probably,  of  sonic  obscure  otit- 
law  J  a  dependant  on  the  hospitality  of  the  M'Aulays." 

*''  Dotiot  be  angry,  Menteith,"  said  the  Marquis,  in- 
terrupting him;  you  love  the  classics,  though  not 
educated  at  Mareschal-College;  and  you  may  remem- 
ber how  many  gallant  hearts  captive  beauty  has  sub- 
dued:— 

^lovit  Ajf»r»»m,  TflmiKino  iiituin. 
Kormu  ctt|ttir4.>  doininum  'IVoinp^jiir. 

In  a  word,  I  am  seriously  anxious  al)out  this— I  should 
not  have  time,  perhaps,"  he  added  very  gravtiy,  "  to 
trouble  you  wrh  my  lectures  on  the  subject,  were  your 
feelings,  and  those  of  Annot^  alone  inurestcd ;  but 
you  have  a  dangerous  rival  m  Allan  MMulay;  and 
there  is  no  knowing  to  what  extent  he  may  carry  his 
resentment.  It  is  my  duty  lo  tell  you  that  the  Km^^'s 
service  may  be  much  prejuiliced  by  dissensions  be- 
twixt you. 

"  My  lord,"  said  Mentcith,  "I  know  what  you  nu;an 
is  kind  and  friendly:  I  hope  you  will  be  satisfied  when 
I  assure  /ou,  that  Allan  M'Aulay  and  I  have  discuss- 
ed this  circumstance;  and  that  I  have  explained  to 
him,  that  as  it  is  utterly  remote  from  my  character  to 
entertain  dishonourable  views  concerning  this  unpro- 
U'cted  female;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  the obscuritv  of 
her  birth  prevents  my  thinking  of  her  upon  other 
terms.  I  will  not  disguise  from  your  lordship,  what 
I  have  not  disguised  from  M'Aulay,— that  if  Annot 
Lyle  were  b<»m  a  lady,  she  should  share  my  nomc  and 
rank ;  as  matters  stand,  it  is  impossible.  This  ex- 
planation, I  trust,  will  satisfy  your  lonlship,  as  it  has 
satisfied  a  less  reasonable  person." 

Montrose  shrugged  his  shoulders.  "  .And,  like  true 
champions  in  romance,"  he  said,  "you  have  ain'eed, 
that  you  are  both  to  worship  the  same  mistress,  as 
idolaters  do  the  sniue  image,  and  that  neither  shall 
rxund  hi;*  pn  tensions  farther?" 

"I  did  not  ^o  s<i  far,  my  lord,"  auswcn-d  Menieith 
—"I  only  said  in  ;iio  pfe:-«<nt  circumstances, -—and 
there  is  no  prosperi  of  their  being  ehangt^,  -I  eould, 
ui  duty  to  myself  and  family,  ctnud  in  no  relation  to 
Annot  LvJe,  but  a>  that  of  friend  or  brother— Beit , 
your  lonf»<hip  must  ex<Mise  me;  I  have,"  said  he,  look- 
ing at  his  arm,  round  which  he  had  tie^l  his  hand- 
kerchief, "a  slight  hnrt  to  attend  to." 

"Abound?"  said  Montrose,  anxiously;  "let  me 
see  it.-r  ^\las  I"  he  said,  "  I  should  have  heard  nothing 
of  this  had  I  not  vcnture<l  to  tent  and  ^und  another 
more  ^ecret  and  more  rankling  <me.  Menteith,  I  am 
K)rr>  for  you— I  too  have  known— But  what  avails  it 
10  awake  sorrows  which  have  long  slumbered  !"         i 

So  saying,  he  shook  hands  with  his  noble  kins- 
man, and  walked  into  the  castle.  | 

Annot  Lyle,  as  was  not  unusual  for  females  in  the  i 
Highlands,  was  posse.^»od  of  a  slight  degree  of  me- 
dical and  even  suraical  skill.    It  may  readily  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  profession  of  surgery,  or  medicine,  as 
a  separate  art,  was  unknown ;  and  the  few  rude  mlej  i 
which  they  obser\ed  were  intruslevl  to  women,  orto  ' 
the  aged,   whom  constant  casualties  a^oniod  too 
much  opportunity  of  acouiring  experience.    The  care 
and  attention,  accordingly,  of  Annot  Lyle,  her  attend- 
ants, and  others  acting  under  her  dinx'tion,  had  made 
her  services  extremely  useful  durimc  this  wild  cam- 1 
paiun.     And  nio.st  readily  had  these  servic^^s  b<y;n 
•>ndere<l  to  friend  and  foe,  wherever  they  could  be  I 
most  us4ful.    She  was  now  in  an  apartment  of  the  I 
cattle,   anxiously  superintending  the  preparation  of 
vulnerary  herbs,  to  be  araliod.to  the  wounded;  ro- 
oeivins   reports  from  diHerent    females  re^p^YiinjcI 


those  under  their  Mpmle  charge,  and  dtetribcmon 
what  meane  aha  had  for  their  relief;  when  Alha 
M'Aulay  suddenly  entered  the  apartment  She  started, 
for  she  had  heard  that  he  had  left  the  camp  upon  a 
distant  mission :  and,  however  accustomed  she  was 
to  the  gloom  of  his  countenance,  it  seemed  at  pre«eni 
to  have  even  a  darker  shade  than  usual.  He  stocxl 
before  her  perfectly  silent,  and  she  felt  the  necessity 
of  being  the  first  to  speak. 

"  I  thought,"  she  said,  with  some  eflbrt,  '*  you  hmd 
already  set  out." 

"My  companion  awaits  me,"  said  Allan;  **l  go 
instantly." 

Vet  still  he  stood  before  her.  and  held  her  by  the 
arm,  with  a  pressure  which,  though  insufficient  to 
give  her  pain,  made  her  sensible  of  his  great  poraonal 
strength,  his  hand  closing  on  her  like  tnc  gnpe  of  a 
manacle. 

"  Shall  I  take  the  harpT'  she  said,  in  a  timid 
voice ;  "  is— is  the  shadow  falling  upon  you  7" 

Instead  of  replying,  he  led  her  to  the  window  of  the 
apartment,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  field  of 
the  slain,  with  all  its  horrors.  It  was  thick  spread 
with  dead  and  wounded,  and  the  spoilers  wcre.buey 
tearing  the  clothes  from  the  Tictims  of  war  and  fra- 
dal  ambition,  wiih  as  much  indifference  as  if  they 
had  not  been  of  Uio  same  speciea,  and  themselves 
1  xposcd,  perhaps  to-morrow,  to  the  same  fate. 

''  Does  the  sight  please  you  ?"  said  M'Aulay. 

"It  is  hideous!"  said  Annot,  covering  her  eye^ 
with  h<  r  hands ;  "  how  can  you  bid  me  look  upon  it  7*' 

''  Voii  must  be  inured  to  it,"  said  he^  "  if  you  re- 
main with  this  destined  host— you  will  soon  nave  to 
starch  such  a  field  for  my  brothcn^s  corpse— for  M«Mi 
teith's— for  mine— but  that  will  be  a  more  indifferent 
task— You  do  not  love  me!" 

"  This  is  the  first  time  you  have  taxed  me  with 
unkindness,"  said  Annot  weeping.  *'You  are  my 
broilicr— my  preserver— my  protector— and  can  I  then 
but  love  you  ?— But  vour  hour  of  darknesa  is  ap- 
proacliing,  let  me  fetch  my  harp" 

"Remain,"  said  Allan,  still  holding  her  fast; /'be 
my  visions  from  heaven  or  hell,  or  from  the  middle 
sphere  of  disembodied  spirits— or  be  they,  as  the 
Saxons  hold,  but  the  delusions  of  an  overheated 
funey,  they  do  not  now  influence  me;  I  speak  the 
language  of  the  natural,  of  the  visible  world.— You 
love  not  me,  Annot— you  love  Menteith— by  him  ywi 
arc  b(>loved  again,  and  Allan  is  no  more  to  you  than 
one  of  the  corps«>s  which  encumber  yonder  heath.'' 

It  cannot  w.  su|>po8ed  that  this  strange  speech 
convt-yMl  any  new  information  to  her  who  was  thus 
addn  ti<iod.  No  woman  ever  lived  who  could  not,  in 
the  same  circumstances,  have  discerned  long  since 
the  state  of  her  lover's  mind.  But  by  thus  suddenly 
tearing  off  the  veil,  thin  as  it  was,  .illan  prepared  her 
to  e\pe4;t  consequences  violent  in  proportion  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  character.  She  made  an  ofSxi  to 
repel  the  <!harge  he  had  stated. 

You  forget,"  she  said,"  your  own  worth  and  noble- 
n<!ss  wh<>.n  you  insult  so  very  helpless  a  being,  and 
one  whom  fate  has  thrown  so  totally  into  your 
power.  You  know  who  and  what  1  am,  and  how 
impossible  it  is  that  Mentoith  or  you  can  use  lan- 
guage of  affection  to  me,  beyond  that  of  friendship. 
You  know  from  what  unhappy  race  I  have  too  jin>- 
bably  derived  my  exigence." 

"I  will  not  believe  it,"  said  Allan,  impetuously; 
"  nevi-r  flowed  crystal  drop  from  a  polluted  spring. 

"Yet  the  very  doubt,"  pleaded  Annot,  should 
make  you  forbear  to  use  this  language  to  me." 

"  I  know,"  said  M'Aiday,  "it  places  a  bar  between 
i:r— but  I  know  also  that  it  divides  you  not  so  insepa- 
rably from  Menteith.— Hear  me,  my  beloved  .\nnolI- 
leave  this  scene  of  terrors  and  danger— go  willi 
me  to  Kintail— I  will  place  you  in  the  nouse  of  the 
noble  Lady  of  Seafortn— or  you  shall  be  removed  in 
safety  to  Icolmkill,  where  some  women  vet  devolfl 
themselves  to  the  worship  of  Qod,  after  the  custoai 
of  our  ancestors." 

"  You  consider  not  what  you  aak  of  me,"  repliM 
Annot ;  "  to  undertake  such  a  joumey  under  your  sole 
guardianship,  were  to  show  me  less  scrupulous  thaa 
maiden  ought.    I  will  remain  here,  Allan— het<!  on 
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dor  100 protection  of  theVoble  Mpntrote;  and  wb«n 
tti  notions  next  approach  the  Lowlanda,  I  will  con- 
vvn  some  proper  means  to  relieve  you  of  one^  who 
aa%  die  knows  not  how,  become  an  object  of  dislike 

to  TOO." 

Allan  stood  as  if  uncertain  whether  to  give  way  to 
ajmp^thy  ¥dth  her  distreesi  or  to  anger  at  her  resist- 
asce. 

**  Annoi,"  he  Faid,  **  you  know  too  well  how  little 
four  words  apply  to  my  feelings  towards  you— but 
foo  avail  yourseu  of  your  powec  and  you  rejoice  in 
my  departure  as  removing  a  spy  upon  your  inter- 
floorse  with  Menteith.  But  beware  both  of  you,'*  he 
added,  in  a  atem  tone ;  *'  for  when  was  it  ever  heard 
that  an  injurv  was  offered  to  Allan  M*AuIay,  fur 
vhich  he  exacted  not  tenfold  vcneeance7*' 

So  saying,  he  pressed  her  arm  forcibly,  pulled  the 
bonnet  over  his  brows,  and  strode  out  of  the  apart- 
atoL 


CHAPTER    XXI. 


•  After  ]ro«*re^one, 


I  craw  aoqaainiad  with  mjr  heart,  tod  March'd 

What  Ktirr'd  it  >o.— Alai !  I  found  it  love. 

Yet  flv  from  luat,  Ibr  eouJd  I  but  hava  lived 

In  praaeaoe  of  jro«,  I  had  had  mjr  end.— PRtLAsrxR. 

AjvoT  Ltlz  had  now  to  conlemplate  the  terrible 
^ which  Allan  M'Aulay's  declaration  of  love  and 
jealousy  had  made  to  open  around  her.  It  seemed 
Mif  shd  wss  tottering  on  the  very  brink  of  dcstruc- 
Qoo,  and  was  at  once  deprived  of  every  refuge,  and  of 
•U  human  assistance.  She  had  long  oecn  consciotis 
(bat she  loved  Menteith  dearer  than  a  brother;  in- 
deed, how  could  it  be  otherwise,  considering  their 
mAj  intimacy,— the  personal  merits  of  the  young 
eobIeman,-7faia  assiduous  attention?*^— and  his  in- 
fiaite  superiority  in  gentleness  of  disposition,  and 
grace  of  manners,  over  the  race  of  rude  warriors  with 
whom  she  lived  ?  But  her  affection  was  of  that  ouiet, 
timid,  meditative  character,  which  sought  rather  a 
ndected  share  ,in  the  happiness  of  the  beloved 
object,  than  (brmod  inoro  presumptuous  or  daring 
hopes,  A  little  Gaelic  eone,  in  which  she  ezpres-ed 
^  fiKlings,  has  been  tranniated  by  the  insrcnious  and 
tohappv  Andrew  M*Donald  ;  and  we  willingly  tran- 
icrihe  the  lines  :— 

Wwt  thou,  like  mA,  in  hf4>'ii  low  vale, 

Withi  thee  how  bit* st,  that  lot  I'd  utian  i 
With  thee  I'd  fly  «i  liorevor  nic 

Coald  waft,  or  bounding  falivy  boar. 
Bat  partod  by  mrere  dftcrno. 

Far  different  mutt  our  fortuooc  prove  i^ 
May  thioe  beioy— onouxh  for  me 

TV>  weep  aod  pray  for  him  I  love. 

The  pBMfi  thia  Ibolinh  heart  muat  fceL 

When  hope  »hall  b*  forever  fl«»w- 
No  autlen  nrarmur  shall  reveal 

Nn  aeifUh  mummra  ever  oh  «. 
Nor  wilU  throufti  lifu's  weary  year*. 

Like  n.  pale  dro<»pio?  raounv»r  nnn-e. 
While  I  can  think  my  upcrct  Wnt 

May  wound  Uio  heart  of  him  I  lova. 

Hie  furious  declaration  of  Allan  had  destroyed  the 
romantic  plan  which  she  had  formed,  of  nursing  in 
•BCret  her  pensive  tenderness,  without  seeking  any 
other  requital.  Long  before  this,  she  had  dreaded 
Allan,  as  much  as  gratitude,  and  a  sense  that  he  soft- 
teaed  towards  h^i'  a  temper  so  haughty  and  so  vio- 
loit, could  permit  her  to  do;  but  now  she  rc^rded 
him  with  unalloyed  terror,  which  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  his  disposition,  and  of  his  preceding  history, 
foo  well  authorized  her  to  cnt»rtain.  Whatever  wa** 
n  other  respects  the  nobleness  of  his  disposition,  h^^ 
W  never  been  known  to  resist  the  wilfulneps  of  pas- 
npii.— he  walked  in  the  house,  and  in  the  country  of 
hie  fathers,  like  a  tamed  lion,  whom  no  one  dared  to 
eoQtradict,  lest  they  should  awaken  his  natural  vehe- 
oMooe  of  passion.  So  many  years  had  elapsed  since 
he  had  experienced  contradiction,  or  even  expostula- 
iMti,  that  probably  nothing  but  the  strong  good  sense, 
which,  on  all  points,  his  mysticism  excepted,  formed 
we  ground  of  nis  character,  prevented  his  proving  an 
annoTaooe  and  terror  to  the  whole  neighbourhood. 
Bat  Annot  had  no  time  to  dwell  upon  her  fears,  bein^ 
■lUmipted  by  the  entrance  of  Sir  Dugald  Da];;ettv. 


It  may  be  well  suppoted,  (hat  the  acenea  m  which 
this  person  had  pasabd  his  former  life,  had  not  much 
Qualified  him  to  shine  in  female  society.  He  himself 
felt  a  sort  of  consciousness  that  the  language  of  the 
barrack,  guard-room,  and  parade,  was  not  proper  to 
entertain  ladies.  The  only  peaceful  parr  of  his  life 
had  been  spent  at  Mareschal-Colloge,  Abordecn ;  and 
he  had  foreot  the  little  he  had  icarncd  there,  except 
the  arts  of  darning  his  own  hose,  and  dif^patchin^ 
his  commons  with  unusual  cclenty,  both  wlacb  haa 
since  been  kept  in  good  exercise  by  the  necessity  ot 
frequent  practice.  Still  it  was  from  an  imperlcct 
recollection  of  what  he  had  acquired  during  this  pa- 
cific pt^riod,  that  he  drew  his  sources  of  conversation 
when  in  company  with  women ;  in  other  words,  h!» 
language  became  pedantic  when  it  ceased  to  bu  mili- 
tary. 

Mistress  Annot  Lylc,"  said  he.  upon  the  presen' 
occasion,  "1  am  just  now  like  the  half-pike,  or  spon* 
toon  of  Achilles,  one  end  of  which  could  wound,  and 
the  other  cure— a  property  belonging  neither  to  Spa- 
nish pike,  brown-bill,  partizan,  halberd,  Lochabei'> 
axe,  or  indeed  any  other  modem  staff- weapon  what- 
ever." 

This  compliment  he  repeated  twice  {  but  as  Annot 
scarce  nearo  him  the  first  time,  and  did  not  comprc* 
hend  him  the  second,  he  was  obliged  to  explain. 

**  I  mean,"  he  said,  "  Mistress  Annot  Lyle,  that  ha- 
ving been  the  means  of  an  honourable  knight  re- 
ceiving a  severe  wound  in  this  day's  conflict— he  ha- 
ving pistolled,  somewhat  against  the  law  of  arms* 
my  norsc,  whi'-S  was  namea  after  the  immortal  king 
of  Swcueu— I  am  desirous  of  procuring  him  such 
splacement  as  you,  madam,  can  supply,  you  being 
like  the  heathen  god  Esculapius,"  (meaning  possibly 
Apollo,)  **  skilfulnot  only  in  song  and  m  music, 
but  in  the  mora  noble  art  of  chirurgcr)— opt/cr^ue 
per  orbem  dicor." 

**  If  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  expbin,"  said 
Annot  too  sick  at  lieart  to  be  amused  by  Sir  Ihigald's 
airs  ot  pedantic  gallantry. 

"  That,  madam,"  replied  the  Knight,  **  may  not  be 
so  easy,  as  I  am  out  erf  the  habit  of  constru>ng— but 
we  shall  try.  />tcor,  supply  ego— I  am  called.— Opt- 
fcr?  opifer7~\  remember  signifcr  and  furcifcr— 
out  I  oelicvc  ojjift^  stands  in  this  place  for  M.  D. 
that  is,  Doctor  of  Physic." 

*'  This  is  a  busy  day  with  us  all,"  said  Annot ;  *'  will 
you  say  at  once  what  you  want  with  me  7" 

*'  Merely*"  replied  Sir  Dugald,  '*  that  you  will  visit 
my  brother  knight,  and  let  your  maiden  brin;;  some 
modicaments  for  his  wound,  which  threatens  to  be 
what  the  learned  call  a  damnum  fatalc''* 

Annot  Lyle  never  lingered  in  the  cause  of  human- 
ity. She  informed  herself  hastily  of  the  nature  c  f 
the  injury,  and  interesting  herself  for,  the  dignified 
old  Chief  whom  she  had  seen  at  Damiinvorich,  and 
whose  presence  had  so  much  struck  her,  she  hasten 
ed  to  lose  the  sense  of  her  own  sorrow  for  a  lime,  in 
the  attempt  to  be  useful  to  another. 

Sir  Dugald  with  great  form  ushered  Annot  Lyle  ttv 
the  chamber  of  h«r  patient,  in  which,  to  her  surpribe, 
she  found  F^ord  Menteith.  She  ooulJ  not  help  blush- 
ing deeph'  at  the  meeting,  but^  to  hide  her  confusion, 
Eroceecied  instantly  to  examine  the  wound  of  the 
[night  of  Ardenvobt,  snd  easily  satisfied  herm.-lt 
that  it  waa  beyond  her  skill  to  cure  it.  As  for  Sir 
Dugald,  he  n^turnod  to  a  large  out-house,  on  the  floor 
of  which,  among  other  wounded  men,  was  deposited 
tiic  person  of  Ranald  of  the  Mist. 

"Mine  old  friend,"  said  the  Knight,  "as  I  told 
you  before,  I  would  willingly  do  any  thing  to  plea- 
sure you,  in  return  for  the  wound  you  have  received 
while  under  my  safe-conduct.  I  have,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  your  earnest  roquesf.  sent  Mrs.  Annot 
Lyle  to  attend  upon  the  wound  of  the  Knight  of 
Ardenvohn  though  wherein  her  doing  so  should  b*:- 
nefit  you.  1  cannot  imagine.— I  think  you  once  spoke 
of  some  blood  relationship  between  them ;  but  a  sol- 
dado,  in  oommand  and  charge  like  me,  has  othct 
thin^  to  trouble  his  heed  with  than  Highland  gene- 
alogies." 

And  indeed,  to  do  the  worthy  Miyor  justice,  he  ne- 
ver inquired  after,  listened  to,  or  recollected  the  biuu 
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ness  of  other  people,  unless  It  either  related  to  the 
art  military,  or  was  somehow  or  other  connected 
with  his  own  interest,  in  either  of  which  cases  his 
memory  was  very  tenacious. 

"  And  nqjv,  my  good  friend  of  the  Mist,"  said  he. 
**can  you  teil  m^  what  has  become  of  your  hopeful 
grandson,  as  I  have  not  seen  him  since  he  assisted 
roe  to  disarm  after  the  action,  a  negligence  which 
deserveth  thestrapadoT'        ... 

"  He  is  not  far  from  hence,"  said  the  wounded  out- 
law—'Mift  not  your  hand  upon  him,  for  he  is  man 
enough  to  pay  a  vard  of  leathern  scourge  with  a  foot 
Df  tempered  steel." 

*  A  most  improper  vaunt"  said  Sir  Dugald;  "but 

{'.  awe  you  some  favours,  Ranald,  and  therefore  shall 
et  it  pass." 

'*  And  if  you  think  you  owe  me  any  thing,"  said  the 
outlaw,  **  it  is  in  your  power  to  requite  me  by  granting 
me  a  boon.*' 

**  Friend  Ranald,"  answered  Dalgetty.  "  I  have  read 
of  these  boons  in  silly  story-books,  whereby  simple 
knights  were  drawn  into  engagements  to  their  great 
prejudice;  wherefore,  Ranald,  the  more  prudent 
knights  of  this  day  never  promise  any  thing  imtil 
'hey  know  that  they  may  keep  their  word  anent  the 
premises,  without  any  displeasure  or  incommodement 
to  themselves.  It  may  be,  you  would  have  me  en- 
gage the  female  chirurgeon  to  visit  your  wound; 
Uiough  you  ought  to  consider,  Ranald,  that  the  un- 
cleanness  of  the  place  where  you  are  deposited  may 
somewhat  soil  the  gayety  of  her  garments,  concerning 
rbe  preservation  of  which,  you  may  have  observed, 
women  are  spt  to  ba  inoramately  solicitous.  I  lost 
the  favour  ot  the  lady  of  the  Grand  Pensionary  of 
Amsterdam,  by  touching  with  the  sole  of  my  boot  the 
train  of  her  black  velvet  gown,  which  I  mistook  for 
'  t  foot-doth,  it  being  half  the  room  distant  from  her 
person." 

"  It  is  not  to  bring  Annot  Lyle  hither,"  answered 
MacEagh,  "but  to  transport  me  into  the  room  where 
•ha  is  in  attendance  upon  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr. 
Somewhat  I  have  to  say  of  the  last  consequence  to 
them  both." 

**  It  is  something  out  of  the  order  of  due  precedence," 
•aid  Dalgetty,  "  to  carry  a  wounded  outlaw  into  the 
presence  of  a  knight;  knighthood  having  been  of 
yore,  and  being,  in  some  respects,  still,  the  highest 
military  grade,  independent  alwavs  of  commissioned 
officers,  who  rank  according  to  their  patents;  never- 
theless, as  your  boon,  as  vou  call  it,  is  so  slight,  I  shall 
not  deny  compliance  with  the  same."  So  saying,  he 
ordered  three  files  of  men  to  transport  MacEagh  on 
their  shoulders  to  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's  apartment, 
and  he  himself  hastened  before  to  announce  the  cause 
ofjiis  being  brought  thither.^   But  such  ■      *'      m  i-- 

y 


viry  of  the  soldiers  employed,  that  they  i<<  fn 

close  at  the  heels,  ana,  entering  with  ib'  ir  jliri.i 

burden,  laid  MacEagh  on  the  floor  of  tht-  nj  iuimm  ni. 

His  features,  naturally  wild,  were  now  cUsiotUti  \iy 

pain;  his  hands  and  scanty  garments  -t^jiineii  witn 

his  own  blood,  and  those  of  others,  wliH-h  no  kind 


hand  had  wiped  away,  although  the  \v  iund  in  his 
side  had  been  secured  by  a  bandage. 

"Are  you,"  he  said,  raising  his  head  painfully  to- 
wards the  couch  where  lay  stretched  his  late  antago- 
nist, "  he  whom  men  call  the  Kmght  of  Ardenvohr  1" 

"The same,"  answered  Sir  Duncan,—"  what  would 
YOU  with  one  whose  hours  are  now  numbered'?" 

"  My  hours  are  reduced  to  minutes."  said  the  out- 
law ;  the  more  grace,  if  I  bestow  them  in  the  ser- 
vice of  one,  whose  hand  has  ever  been  against  me, 
as  mine  has  been  raised  higher  against  him." 

"Thine  hi^er  against  me  1— Crushed  worm!" 
•aid  the  Knight,  looking  down  on  his  miserable 
adversary. 

**  Yes.'^  answered  the  outlaw,  in  a  firm  voice,  "  my 
arm  hath  been  highest.  In  the  deadly  contest  betwixt 
us,  the  wounds  I  have  dealt  have  been  deepest,  though 
thine  have  neither  been  idle  nor  unfelt.— I  am  Ranald 
MacEagh— I  am  Ranald  of  the  Mist— the  night  that 
1  gave  thy  castle  to  the  winds  in  one  huge  blaze  of 
ilro,  is  now  matched  with  the  day  in  which  you  have 
•fallen  under  the  sword  of  my  fathers.'-Remember  the 
mjurieM  thou  nast  done  rar  triber-never  were  such 


inflicted,  save  by  one^  beside  thee.  He,  they  sai,  is 
fated  and  secure  against  our  vengeance— a  short  tuie 
will  show." 

"My  Lord  Menteith,"  said  Sir  Duncan,  rairfnc 
himself  out  of  his  bed,  "  this  is  a  proclaimed  villain 
at  once  the  enemy  of  King  and  Parliament  of  Gtod 
and  man— one  of  the  outlawed  banditti  of  the  Mist : 
alike  the  enemy  of  your  house,  of  the  M'Aulays,  and 
of  mine.  I  trust  you  will  not  suffer  moments,  which 
are  p^haps  mv  last,  to  be  embittered  by  his  baiba- 
rous  triumph.**^ 

"He  shall  have  the  treatment  he  merits,"  Mid 
Menteith ;  "  let  him  be  mstantly  removed." 

Sir  Dugald  here  interposed,  and  rooke  of  Ranaki's 
services  as  a  guide,  and  his  own  pledge  for  his  safietx; 
but  the  high  narsh  tones  of  the  outlaw  drowned  lus 
voice. 

"  No  "  said  he,  "be  rack  and  gibbet  the  word !  let 
me  wither  between  heaven  and  earth,  and  gores  the 
hawks  and  eagles  of  Ben-Nevis;  and  so  shall  this 
haughty  Knight,  and  this  triumphant  Thane,  never 
learn  the  secret  I  alone  can  impMUt ;  a  secret  whieli 
would  make  Ardenvohr's  heart  leap  with  joy,  were  be 
in  the  desth  sgony,  and  which  the  Earl  ormenteitb 
would  purchase  at  the  price  of  his  broad  earldom.— 
Come  hither,  Annot  Lyle,"  he  aaul,  raising  himself 
with  unexpected  strength ;  "  fear  not  the  sight  of  him 
to  whom  thou  hast  cli*ig  in  infancy.  TtM  these  proud 
men,  who  disdain  thee  as  the  bsue  of  mine  ancient 
race,  that  thou  art  no  blood  of  oura,— no  dauditsr  of 
the  race  of  the  Mist,  but  bom  in  halls  as  lordly,  and 
cradled  on  couch  as  soft,  as  ever  soothed  infancy  m 
their  proudest  palaces." 

"In  the  name  of  Qod,"  said  Menteith,  trembling 
with  emotion,  "  if  you  know  aught  of  the  birth  of  this 
lady,  do  thy  conscience  thejustioe  to  disburden  it  ot 
the  secret  before  departing  nom  this  world !" 

"And  bless  my  enemies  with  my  dying  breath  T' 
said  MacEs^  looking  at  him  malignantly.—**  Sach 
are  the  maxims  your  priests  preacn— but  when,  oi 
towards  whom,  do  you  practise  them  7  Let  me  know 
first  the  worth  of  my  secret  ere  I  part  with  it— 
What  would  you  give,  Knight  of  Ardenvohr,  to  know 
that  your  superstitious  fasts  have  been  vain,  and 
that  there  still  remains  a  descendant  of  your  boose? 
—I  pause  for  an  answer— without  it,  I  speak  not  one 
word  more." 

"  I  could,"  sakl  Sir  Duncan,  his  voice  stniggung 
between  the  emotions  of  doubt,  hatred,  and  anxiety 
— "  I  could— but  that  I  know  thy  race  are  like  the 
Great  Enemy,  liars  and  murderers  from  the  begin- 
ning—but could  it  be  true  thou  tellestme,!  oouW 
almost  forgive  thee  the  injuries  thou  hast  done  me.' 

"  Hear  it  I"  said  Ranald ;  "  he  hath  wagered  deeply 
for  a  son  of  Diarmid— And  you,  gentle  Thane— the 
report  of  the  camp  says,  that  you  would  purchase  with 
lire  and  lands  the  tidings  that  Annot  Lyle  was  no 
daughter  of  proscription,  but  of  a  race  hoble  in  yonr 
estimation  as  your  own— Well— It  is  for  no  love  I  ttU 
you— The  time  has  been  that  I  would  have  exchang- 
ed this  secret  against  liberty ;  I  am  now  barteriogit 
for  what  is  dearer  than  liberty  or  life.— Annot  L]de  it 
the  youngest,  the  sole  surviving  child  of  the  Knid^t 
of  Ardenvohr,  who  alone  was  saved  when  all  inni^ 
halls  besides  was  given  to  blood  and  ashes." 

"Can  this  man  speak  truth  T'  said,  Annot  Lyle, 
scarce  knowing  what  she  said  *  "  or  is  this  some 
strange  delusion  T' 

"  Maiden,"  replied  Ranald,  "  hadst  thou  dwelt 
longer  with  us.  tliou  wouldst  have  better  learnt  to 
know  how  to  distinguish  the  accents  of  truth.  Tc 
that  Saxon  lord,  ana  to  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr, ) 
will  yield  such  proofs  of  what  I  have  spoken,  that  in 
credulity  shall  stand  convinced.  Meantime,  <widi 
draw— I  loved  thine  infancy,  I  hate  not  thy  youth- 
no  eye  hates  the  rose  in  its  blossom,  though  it 
Soweth  upon  a  thorn,  and  for  thee  only  do  I' some- 
ing  regret  what  is  soon  to  follow.  But  he  that 
would  avenge  him  of  his  foe  must  not  reck  though 
the  guiltless  be  engaged  in  the  ruin." 

"He  advises  well,  Annot"  said  Lord  Menteith; 
"  in  Ood's  name  retire  1  if— ii  there  be  aught  in  thisi 
your  meeting  with  Sir  Duncan  must  be  more  prspt 
red  for  both  your  si^es^^^  ^^^^^.^ 


citAt,  xzn.i 
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^I  wiH  not  part  IVora  rrtf  fcth«i<^  if  I  ht?e  fatmi 
oner  nid  Amwt— '*  1  will  not  part  (rum  Jbtm  under 
aremntiaiioas  so  terrible." 

**  And  a  father  yon  ahall  ever  find  in  oie,"  nur- 
aramd  Sir  Doncan. 

*"  Then,^*  aaid  Menteith,  "I  will  have MacRagh  re- 
jDOfed  into  an  adjacent  apartmttnt,  and  will  eollaet 
th«  eridettce  of  bis  tale  mfaeiC  Sir  Dugeld  Daltfetty 
willjDve  me  his  attendance  and  aaeiatanoe." 

"  With  pleaaure,  my  lord."  answered  Sir  Dugald.- 
*-**  i  wtU  be  yoor  confessor,  or  n^sesaor^ettber  or 
both.  No  one  can  be  so  fit,  for  i  had  heard  the 
whole  story  a  month  ago  at  Inverary  castle— but 
SQslauffhtelike  that  of  Araenvohr  conAtse  each  oibar 
in  my  memory,  which  is  besides  occupied  with  mat- 
ten  of  more  tniportance." 


Upon  heerms  this  frank  declaratioii,  which  wae 

laoe  as  they  left  the  apartment  with  the  wound^ii 

man,  Lord  Menteith  dartod  upon  Daleetty  a  look  of 


evtnme  anfier  and  diadain,  to  which  the  sell-conceit 
of  the  woroiy  commander  rendered  him  toiaily  in 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

I  fim  A*  ftTf)  %M  tmntm  flrif  imide  itmn, 
Km  UMf  \mm  lawn  of  Mrviieria  bttfiui. 
Whan  wild  in  wooda  tlM  noble  mvngr>  ran. 

Canqyeu  ^  Omnada. 

Tns  Earl  of  Menteith,  as  he  had  andertaken,  so 
ha  iNt>ce«dad  to  investiffata  mote  closely  the  story 
told  by  Ranald  of  the  Mist,  which  was  corToborataa 
by  the  eiamination  of  his  two  followers,  who  had 
saaisted  in  the  capacity  of  suidee.  These declarationa 
be  carefully  compared  with  each  circumstancea  con- 
oenuBff  the  destruction  of  his  castle  and  family  as 
ftr  Duncan  Campbell  was  able  to  supply ;  and  it  may 
besoppoeed  he  had  forgotten  nothing  relating  to  an 
9nat  of  soeh  terrific  importance.  It  was  of  the  last 
eoQsestienoe  to  proTe  that  this  was  no  invention  of 
the  outlaw' a,  for  ibe  purpose  of  passing  an  impostor 
is  the  child  and  heiress  of  Ardenvohr. 

Perhaps  Menteith,  so  much  interested  in  belieTing 
the  tale,  was  not  altogether  the  fittest  person  to  be 
iotrasied  «inth  the  investigaiion  of  ita  truth ;  but  the 
examtnationaof  the  Children  of  the  Mist  were  simple, 
•eearate^  and  in  all  reapects  consistent  with  each 
otbsr.  A  personal  mark  waa  referred  to,  which  was 
laown  to  kavt^  been  borne  bir  the  infant  child  of  Sir 
Danean,  and  which  appeared  upon  the  left  shouMer 
ef  Annot  Ljfle.  It  was  alao  well  roaasmbered,  that 
when  the  mieerable  reiica  of  the  other  chiidren  had 
bean  ooUeeted,  those  of  the  infant  had  no  where  been 
(oaod.  Other  circumstanoea  of  evidence,  which  it  ia 
■nnsoesaary  to  quote,  brought  the  fullest  oenviotion 
^Mi  only  lo  Menteith,  but  to  the  unprejudiced  nind 
*^  Uonftoae,  that  in  Annot  Lyle,  an  humble  depen- 
<ltnt,  diatin^shsd  only  by  beauty  aiui  talent,  they 
Were  ia  future  to  raspect  tbe'heirees  of  Ardenvohr. 

Whife  Menteith  hastened  to^mmunicate  the  result 
of  these  imiuiries  io  the  persons  most  interested,  the 
uQtlaw  demanded  to  apei^  with  hia grand-child,  whom 
he  asuaUy  called  hia  son.  "  He  would  be  found,"  he 
jnid,  **  in  the  outer  apartment,  ia  which  he  himaelf 
had  been  originally  depoeited.** 

AcoordiogTy,  th6  young  aaTage,  after  a  does  search, 
^uiisand  lurking  m  a  comer,  coiled  up  among  aome 
tottea  acraw,  and  brought  to  bis  grandsire. 

"  Keonelb,".  said  ths  oU  outlaw,  **  hear  the  laat 
wor4s  of  the  siro  of  thy  fiitber.  A  Saxon  soldier,  and 
AUan  of  the  Red-hand,  left  thia  camp  within  these 
lew  heura,  to  t ravel  to  the  oouo  try  of  Caberfae.  T^ir- 
Me  ihem  as  the  bloodhound  pursues  the  hurt  deer— 
•wim  the  lake— climb  the  mountain— thread  the  foicest 
*^(an7  not  until  you  join  them;"  and  then  the  coun- 
tensBoeof  the  lad  darkened  aa  his  grandfather  apoke, 
tod  he  laid  bis  hand  upon  a  knife  which  stuck  tn  the 
}bof9g  )f  leather   that  confined  his  scanty  plaid. 

^•et'  said  the  old  man ;  ^'  it  ia  not  by  thy  hand  he 
nuist  fall  They  will  ask  the  news  from  the  camp— 
•ay  to  them  that  Annot  Lyle  of  the  Harp  ia  discovered 
^he  the  daughter  of  Duncan  of  Ardenvohr ;  that  the 
inane  of  Menteith  ia  to  wed  her  before  the  priest; 
*Bd  thai  jroa  ar)  cent  toHid  guests  to  the  bridiU. 


Tafry  tiot  iMr  tfntwer.linf  nniflb'ttto  t1»Hfl^)fniiif 
when  the  black  doud  swallowa  it.^^Aiid  now  d<3par{ 
hdoved  soit  of  my  beat  beloved !  I  shall  never  mow 
see  thy  foce,  nor  hear  the  light  soujid  ef  thy  fwH* 
step— yet  tarry  an  iintant  and  hoar  my  laat  charge 
Remember  the  fate  of  our  race,  and  quit  not  ine 
ancient  niannera  of  the  Children  of  the  Misu  W^ 
are  now  a  struggling  handful,  driven  Irom  nreiy  vole 
by  the  sword  of  every  dan,  who  rule  in  the  posse** 
sions  where  their  forefathers  hewed  the  wood  and 
drew  tlie  water  for  ours*  But  in  the  ihieket  of  the 
wildem^e,  and  in  the  naistof  tbemountaiiL  Kennetk 
son  of  Eraeht,  keep  thou  unsotied  the  tntfiiom  which 
1  leave  ifaee  as  a  bmbiight.  /^|)arter  it  not  neither  foi 
the  rich  garment,  nor  for  the  stone-roof,  nor  for  the 
covered  hoard,  nor  for  the  couch  of  down9--oa  the  roek 
or  U)  the  valley,  in  abundance  or  in  famine— in  thf 
leafy  summer,  and  in  the  days  of  the  iron  winter- 
Son  of  the  Mist !  be  (ree  as  thv  forefathers.  Own  no 
lord— receive  no  law— take  no  nwe— give  no  atipend— 
buiW  no  hut— endose  no  pasture— sow  no  gwv  j— 
let  the  deer  of  the  raouniain  be  thy  Hocks  andnerde^ 
if  these  fail  thee,  prey  upon  tlie  gooda  of  our  opprei^ 
sors— of  the  Saxons,  end  of  such  Oael  as  sra  Sanunn 
in  their  seals,  vsluing  herds  eiKl  flocks  more  than 
honour  sad  freedom.  Well  for  us  that  they  do  ao-^ 
it  affords  the  broader  scope  for  our  revenge.  Remem- 
ber thoae  who  have  done  kindness  to  our  race,  and 
pay  their  aervices  with  thy  blood,  should  the  hour 
require  it.  If  a  Mad  an  shall  come  to  thee  with  the 
head  of  the  king^s  son  in  his  hand,  ahdter  hjnk 
though  the  avenging  army  of  the  father  were  behinQ 
him;  for  in  Oleoooe  and  Ardnamurchan.  Wf  have 
dwelt  in  peace  in  the  years  that  have  gone  by.  The 
eons  of  Diarmid— the  race  of  Darahnvaracij— the 
nders  of  Menteith— my  curae  on  thy  head,  Child  of 
the  Mist  if  thou  spare  one  of  those  names,  when  this 
time  shsll  ofier  for  cutting  them  otfl  and  it  will  coins 
anon,  for  their  own  awords  shall  devour  each  pther. 
and  those  who  are  scattered  shall  fly  to  the  Mist,  apfi 
parish  by  its  Children.  Opce  more,  begone— ahakis 
the  dust  from  thy  foei  against  thehabiuuons  oi  men, 
whether  banded  together  for  peace  or  for  w^c  Fare- 
well, beloved  I  and  may«et  thon  die  like  thy  forefa- 
thers^ ere  infirmity,  diaeasci  or  aoe,  shall  break  thv 
sphrii— Begone  I— begone  I— live  free— requite  hind- 
neas— avenge  the  lajurieaof  thy  race!" 

The  younrf  savage  stooped,  and  kissed  the  brow  of 
hie  dying  parent Tnut  accustomed  from  infancy  to 
suppress  every  exterior  sign  of  emotion,  he  parted 
witnout  tear  or  adieu,  and  was  soon  far  oeyoitd  the 
limiia  of  Montrose's  caiifip.  . 

Sir  Dugnid  Dalgetty,  who  was  present  during  the 
latter  part  of  this  scene,  wss  very  little  edified  by  the 
conduct  of  MacEagh  upon  the  occasion.  **  I  cannot 
think,  my  friend  Ranald,"  ■*id  he,  *'  that  you  are  m 
the  best  possible  road  for  a  dyio^  man.  Storms,  on 
slaughts,  massacres,  the  burnmg  of  suburhM,  are 
indeed  a  soldier's  daily  work,  and  arejuatified  qy  the 
neceasity  of  the  case,  seeing  that  thev  are  done  in  ^he 
courae  of  duty ;  for  burning  of  suburbs,  in  particular, 
it  may  be  Raid  that  they  are  traitors,  and  cut-thronta 
to  all  fortified  towiia.  Hence  it  is  plain,  that  a  soldier 
is  a  profeasion  peculiarly  favoured  by  Heaven,  s^i^ 
thst  we  may  hope  for  salvation,  although  we  doiiy 
commit  actions  of  so  great  violence. ,  But  then,  Ra- 
nald, in  all  the  services  of  Europe,  it  is  the  custom  of 
the  dying  soldier  not  to  vaunt  him  of  such  doinan, 
or  to  recommend  them  to  his  fdlnws ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  express  contrition  for  the  same,  and  to 
repeat,  or  have  repeated  to  him,  some  comfortable 

ErayeT;  which,  iif  you  please,  J  will  intercede  with 
is  Excellenc/s  chsplain  to  prefer  on  your  ticcoimt. 
It  is  othijrwi^  no  point  of  my  duty  to  put  you  in  mmd 
of  those  things;  only  it  m«y  be  for  the  ease  of  your 
'  conscience  to  depart  more  like  a  Christian,  and  leas 
like  a  Turk,  than  you  seem  to  be  in  a  fair  WHy  ot 
doing."  ,  ^^  ^ 

The  only  anawer  of  the  dying  mnnH"*^  *■  ■"<* 
Ranald  MacEagh  might  now  be  considered)— «fMa 
request  to  be  raised  to  such  a  position  that  he  m^t 
obtain  a  view  from  the  window  of  the  castle.  The 
deep  frost  mist,  which  had  long  settled  upon  the  1<» 
of  the  naoauioft  was  now  roUiOM  d« wn  aach  t^ssm 
S7# 
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'  ptn  9nd  gutlr,  Where  the  cnggf  f^Agm  ihowed  their 
kbcsk  and  trra^lar  onthne,  like  deeert  islands  nsrin 
above  the  ocean  of  Tapour.  *'^Spiiu  of  the  Mrstr 
mk)  Ranald  MacBagh,  **  called  by  our  race  our  feither, 
•nd  oar  peeervw-^reoeive  into  thy  tabernacle  of 
ttiouda,  when  this  pang  iaover,  him  whom  in  life  thou 
tiCst  eo  often  eheiteren."  So  saying  be  sunk  back 
mto  thetrma  o(  thoae  whoopheld  him,  epoke  no  far- 
ther wori  but  tamed  hia  face  to  the  wall  for  a  abort 
■pace. 

•*  I  belieye,"  said  Dalgetty,  "ray  friend  Ranrid  will 
he  found  ill  bie  bean  to  be  little  better  than  a  hea- 
then." And  he  renewed  hia  proposal  to  procure  him 
the  aaeiatahoe  of  Dr.  Wisheartf  Montrose's  military 
chaplain  j  '*  a  man,"  said  Sir  Du$;aid,  "  very  clever 
tn  his  exercise,  and  who  will  do  execution  on  your  sins 
m  lecis  tnne  than  I  could  amoke  n  pipe  of  tobacco." 

"Saxon,"  said  the  dying  man.  *  speak  to  me  no 
more  of  tny  priest— I  die  cnntentao.  Had^t  thou  ever 
an  enemy  against  whom  weapons  were  of  no  avail— 
whom  the  ball  missed,  and  a;;nmst  whom  the  arrow 
shivered,  and  whose  bare  skin  was  as  impenetrable 
to  sword  and  dirk  as  'hv  steel  garment  ?—Heardst 
thou  ever  of  such  a  foef 

•*Very  frequently,  when  I  served  in  Germany," 
replied  Sir  Dugalrf.  "  There  was  such  a  fellow  at 
Ingolstadt ;  he  waa  proof  both  agamst  lead  and  steel. 
'*rite  soldiers  killed  him  with  the  huts  of  their  mus- 
kets." 

" This  impassible  foe**  said  Ranald,  without  re- 
garding the  Majo/s  interruption,  "  who  has  the  blood 
Clearest  to  me  up6n  bis  hands— to  this  man  I  have 
now  bequeathed  agony  of  mind,  jealousy,  despair, 
and  sudden  death.— <)r  a  life  more  miserable  thnn 
death  itself.  Such  shall  be  the  lot  of  Allan  of  the 
Red-hand,  whan  he  learns  that  Annot  weds  Mcn- 
teith ;  and  I  ask  no  more  than  the  certainty  that  it  is 
ao,  to  sweeten  my  own  bloody  end  by  his  hand." 

**  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  the  Major,  *'  there's  no 
more  to  be  said  :  but  I  shall  take  care  aa  few  people 
■ee  you  as  pos.«)inle,  for  I  cannot  think  your  mode  of 
departure  can  be  at  all  creditable  or  exemplary  to  a 
Christiati  armv."  So  saying,  he  left  the  apartment, 
and  the  spn  of  the  Mist  soon  after  breathed  his  Inst. 

Menteith,  in  the  meanwhile,  Icavinpf  the  new-found 
relations  to  their  mutual  feelings  of  mingled  emotion, 
was  eagerly  discussing  with  Montrose  the  conse- 
ouences  of  this  discovery.  •*  I  should  noxv  see,"  said 
the  Marqiiis,  *'even  had  I  not  before  obsf*rved  it,  that 
your  interest  in  this  discovery,  my  dear  Menteith,  has 
no  small  reference  to  your  own  happiness.  You  love 
this  new-found  lady,— your  affection  is  returned. 
In  point  of  birth,  no  exceptions  can  be  made;  in 
every  other  respect,  her  advaniJ^^es  are  equal  to  those 
which  lyou  yourself  possess— think,  however,  a  mo- 
ment. Sir  Duncan  is  a  fanatic— Presbyterian,  at 
least- in  arms  against  the  King;  he  is  only  with  us 
in  the  quality  of  a  prisoner,  and  we  are,  I  fenr,  btit  at 
the  commencement  of  a  long  civil  war.  la  this  a 
time,  thinl'  you,  Mentieth,  for  you  to  make  proposals 
for  his  heiress  T  Or  wqat  chance  is  there  tliat  he  will 
■ow  listen  to  it?** 

Passion,  an  ingenious,  as  well  as  an  eloquent  advo- 
cate, supplied  the  yvpurii?  nobleman  with  a  thousand 
an»WHr»  !jj  Tli^^e  ^l-j^c?i ins.  He  reminded  Montrose 
thht  ihc  Kni^Sir  uf  Anit^nvohr  was  neither  a  bigot  in 
psKiirfl  nor  rdiL^ion^  Ha  urg?d  his  own  known  and 
p^flv^[i  iL-aT  iot  tht?  myal  ci-jse.  hni\  hinted  th»«t  its 
iiifl  jt^tvce  mighl  bn  etiended  and  stren:»thenod  by  his 
we^Iriiii^  the  b'^iTt-H^  of  Arlcnvohr.  Ho  pleaded  the 
dan^eroijs  s[,iu  of  Sir  Duncan's  wound,  the  risk 
wKv.h  must  bd  nui  by  ^affering  t!ie  young  Iwly  to  be 
earned  mtd  \he  i^nnfry  of  the  Campbells,  where,  in 
f.is^nf  titir  frttlkT^S'tfTh,  or  continued  indisposition, 
n\w  mu^i  ncce^j^fifily  h"  pla-ied  under  th^  guardian- 
sllip  of  Ar^vlei  nn  ev,  nt  fatal  to  his  (Menteith's) 
lutpu^f  UnlE'sa  he  coffhi  stoip  to  purchase  hia  favour 
by  Fi'jr4ndt*um^  the  Kirsj^'s  par4y. 

Mortlros'?  fillow'ti  the  force  of  these  arguments, 

yil  mwneJ^  nfrtijuj^h  t*ie  matter  was  nttended  with 

ditf»rMlty   y(^[  it  &*nfn'*j|  consistent  with  the  King's 

NtiTvtct;  that  it  ahoiiM  be  concluded  as  speedily^  as 

'ibio.  ^ 

-^ould  ^^rlsfi,'^  gatd  fa^  **  thfitit  were  rfl wtOed  in 


•iw  war  of  fenother,  and  that  tfila  fair  Rriaais  ifta 
removed  fran  our  camp  before  the  return  of  am-  Higlh 
land  Achilles,  Allan  M*Aulay.--l  fear  aocne  fatal  feai 
in  thstfinarten  lleoieith— and  I  balieve  it  would  be 
bent  that  Sir  Uunean  be  dismissed  on  his  parole,  and 
that  yoa  accompany  him  and  his  dau^ter  as  his 
escort.  The  journey  can  be  made  chiefly  by  watcc, 
ao  wiil  net  greatly  incommode  hts  wound— and  ymr 
own,  my  friend,  will  be  an  honourable  ezcaas  for  tbe 
absence  of  some  time  from  my  camp." 

"*  Never !"  said  Menteitb.  ^' Were  I  to  foffeit  At 
very  hope  that  has  so  lately  dawned  upon  ma,  oever 
will  I  leave  your  Rxoellency's  camp  while  the  roval 
stsndard  is  displayed.  1  should  oeaerve  that  this 
trifling  scratch  shotrid  cancTene  and  oonsums  my 
sword-arm,  were  I  capable  of  holdinfC  it  as  an  exeoae 
for  absence  at  this  crisis  of  the  King's  aflfaira." 

"  On  this,  then,  you  are  delermined  ?'  said  Uott- 
trose. 

"As  fixed  as  Beo-Nevis,"  said  the  young  noble- 
man. 

"Von  must,  then,"  said  Montrose,  "lose  no  time 
in  seeking  an  explanation  with  the  Knight  of  Aiden 
vohr.  If  this  prove  favourable,  I  will  talk  myaelt 
with  the  elder  M*Aulay,  and  wa  wilt  devise  meani  to 
employ  his  brother  at  a  distance  from  the  army  until 
he  shall  be  reconciled  to  his  present  disappointmeat. 
Would  to  God  some  vision  would  descend  upon  his 
imagination  fair  enough  to  obUterate  all  traces  of 
Annot  Lylel  That  perhaps  yoru  thiak  impossible, 
Menteith  1— Well,  each  to  his  aervico ;  you  to  ttmt  of 
Cupid,  and  I  to  that  of  Mars." 

They  parted,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  acbena  ar- 
ranged, Menteith,  early  on  the  ensuing  nonmM, 
sought  a  private  interview  with  the  wounded  KnifpU 
of  Ardenvohr,  and  commtmicated  to  him  bissoitfor 
the  hand  of  his  dsugbtsr.  Of  their  mutual  attach 
ment  Sir  Duncan  was  awsM,  but  he  was  not  prcpaiad 
for  so  early  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  Mesteith. 
He  said,  at  first,  that  be  had  already,  perhaps,  in- 
dtdged  too  much  in  feelings  of  personal  happinaaa,  at 
a  time  when  his  clan  had  sustained  ao  great  a  loss 
and  humiliation,  and  that  he  was  unwiilino,  there- 
fore, farther  to  consider  the  advancement  of  his  o«4i 
house  at  a  period  so  calamitous.  On  the  more  urgent 
suit  of  the  noble  lover,  he  reonested  a  few  honra  to 
deliberate  and  consult  with  bis  daughter,  upen  a 
question  so  highly  important. 

The  result  of  this  interview  and  deltberation  was 
favourable  to  Menteith.  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  be 
came  fully  sensible  that  the  happiness  of  his  neis- 
found  dmighterdepended  upon  a  union  with  her  lover; 
and  unless  such  were  now  formed,  he  saw  that  Ar> 
gyle  wotiid  throw  a  thousand  obstacles  iti  the  ws} 
of  a  match  in  every  respect  acceptable  to  hiittseli. 
Menteith's  private  character  was  so  excellent,  Mnd 
such  was  the  rank  and  consideration  due  td  hia  for- 
tune and  family,  that  they  outbalanced,  in  Sir  Dun- 
can's opinion,  the  difference  in  their  politi<i8)o|MnionB> 
Nor  could  he  have  resolved,  perhaps,  had  his  own 
opinion  of  the  match  been  less  favourable,  to  deelina 
an  opportunity  of  indulging  the  new-found  child  el 
hia  hopes.  There  was,  besides,  a  feeling  of  pride 
which  dictated  his  determination.  To  proditee  As 
Heiress  of  Ardenvohr,  to  the  world  as  one  who  had 
been  ednrnted  a  poor  dependant  and  musician  hi  tha 
familvof  Darnlinvarach,  had  something  in  it  that  wHs 
humiliating.  To  introduf.'e  her  as  the  betrothed  btide, 
or  wedded  wife,  of  the  Enrl  of  Menteith,  upon  an 
attachment  formed  during  her  obscurity,  was  a  Wit- 
rant  iky'the  world  that  she  had  St  all  times  beoQ 
woarthy  of  the  rank  to  which  she  was  elevated. 

It  was  imder  the  influence  of  these  consideratioiis 
that  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  announced  to  the  loven 
his  consent  that  they  anould  bemarHed  it)  thechaiMl 
of  The  CoRtl^'j  by  Montrose's  chaplaht,  and  as  {Mi* 
vately  as  possible.  But  when  Montrose  should  biwk 
up  from  Inverlochy,  for  which  orders  werd'expific*^ 
in  riie  course  of  a  very  few  days,  it  was  agreed  that 
tlw  young  Countess  should  depart  with  her  father  Is 
hia  Castle,  and  remain  there  until  the  oircumstaiKoee 
of  the  nation  permitted  Menteith  to  retire  with 
honour  from  his  present  military  employment  Hie 
tescllutidh  being  once  t^d,  Sir  Duncan  OioipbiL 
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innld  not  permit  the  maidenly  Mmiples  of  his  daush- 
IS  lo  delay  its  execution ;  and  it  was  thereCore 
KMolvrd  that  the  bridal  ehouUl  take  place  the  next 
•venuig,  being  the  Hecund  after  the  battle. 

CHAPTER    XXIH. 

Mr  mtM— my  bluo-cy«UmaHi,  !»»•  r».<re  aMnr. 
D'iu  Ui  liu*  tuila  of  luony  u  Olumiv   lav      Vlaa. 

Tt  was  nci'eiisarv  for  manv  rfntuinii.  ilint  Angus 
H'Aulay,  so  loii^  the  kiml  protector  of  Annoi  I.vle. 
iliould  be  made  actinaintrii  with  ttie  chari^p  in  the 
iiirtuiiej^  of  hiM  laie  protf^iV;  and  Alontnt^.  hf^  tiv 
18*1  un'iert.ikcn,  rominunicnted  to  luiii  these  remnrR- 
kbieevL'nis.  With  the  carelcs:?  and  chot-rful  iiuliifiT- 
ince  of  his  character,  he  e.xpr«:'9!»«>d  much  nioro  joy 
iun  woiide^at  Auiiot'd  ^ood  fortune :  had  no  doubt 
whatever  she  would  incrii  it.  and  ns  phu  hud  always 
lecn  br-jd  in  loyal  piinciples,  would  convey  tne 
srhole  c-^^iate  of  hi*r  pjira  fanaticiti  father  to  some 
iioneitt  iVllow  who  lovi^  the  kiiii;.  "  I  should  have 
BO  objection  that  my  brother  Allan  should  try  his 
diauce,"  RilUyi  he,  "  notwithstanding  that  Sir  Diin- 
e>n  CampbfU  wa»  the  only  ninu  who  eve!r  rliar;<t!d 
Dlirnlinvar.'tch  with  inh<ifiip]fality.  Aiinot  Lyl*^  could 
llwaya  chrirm  Allan  out  of  tiio  sulicna,  and  who 
knows  wlu:ther  inutrininny  mixht  not  make  him 
■ore  a  man  of  this  world  I'' 

Montrofl^  hasfiMieil  to  intcrrnpt  the  proCTess  of  his 
BBSlle-buildins(,  by  infdrmin;;  him  that  the  lady  was 
itr^ndy  woofd  nnl  won,  and,  with  Iut  father  a  ap- 
prohation,  was  almost  imniediare.ly  to  be  WHlde<i  to 
ais  kinsman,  the  Karl  nf  Meiit-'iih;  and  that  in  tcHti- 
Biony  of  ih«!  Ui-^\\  rcttpect  due  to  M'Aulay,  so  loin; 
ibe  lady's  protir^ctor,  he  was*  now  to  ^^r■'t-•st  his  pre- 
■ence  at  the  ccremonv.  M'Aulny  looked  very  ^rnve 
at  this  intimation,  and  dn.*w  Mp  hi:*  p^rDon  with  the 
liruf  one  who  thou;4hi  that  he  had  ht^w  nedectrtii. 

"  He  conceivf^d,"  he  said,  "that  his  uniform  kiiui 
Imtinfnt  of  the  youn;?  Imiy,  wiiilt*  so  many  years 
andiir  his  roof,  n^quirod  something  more  upon  such 
iaoc<*asion  than  a  bare  comniiinent  of  ctircmoiiy. 
Ue  msffht,'*  he  thou.<{nl,  "  without  arrot;ance,  have 
uiwot'rJl  to  have  been  consulu;:!.  .  He  wished  his 
kinsman  of  M-'nicilh  well,  no  man  could  wish  him 
beilffr;  hut  ho  must  sav  he  thoii::;h(  he  had  beeii  has- 
tf  in  this  matter.  AHan's  seniinir-n's  towards  the 
joung  lady  had  been  pretty  well  uiidi-rntoorl,  and  he, 
wr  one,  ro'il i  not  nee  why  tiie  supurior  pretimsioiis 
which  he  had  upon  her  walituile  should  have  bL-on 
M  aside,  wiiuout  ai  least  undergoing;  some  previous 
disru6sion." 

Muntro^  scins  too  well  whf-re  a'l  this  pointed, 
intreatetl  M'Aulay  to  be  n.anonahle.  anrl  to  considiT 
what  probability  there  was  that  the  fC (ii;:ht  of  Arden- 
Vohrcjuld  l>e  brou^lit  to  confrr  the  hand  <»f  his  wdo 
■anws  upon  Allan,  whose  iin-leiunJile  excellent  qual- 
ities were  min^iUHl  with  other?,  by  which  ihev  were 
trercljuded  in  a  manner  thai  made  all  tremble  who 
ippriiache<i  him. 

*My  lord."  -aid  Angns  M'  \ulay,  "  my  brother  Al- 
lu  has,  as  G.mI  made  us  all.  faults  as  well  ;ic«  meritn ; 
Jot  he  is  the  b:;Mi  and  bravest  man  of  your  army,  be 
■e  other  who  he  uiay,  and  therefore  ill  d.j*frvi!d  that 
whippinesa  nhould  have  b..i:n  so  In  tie  J'onsulted  by 
lour  KicelKMicy— by  his*  own  ne;ir  kinsman  -and  by 
lyoun^p<>rsin  whoow^snil  to  him  and  toiiisfamdy. ' 
.  Montrose  in  vain  endoavoiirtM  to  pia'-o  the  suhiect 
■  adiff-rent  vifw;  this  was  the  p'>ii»t  in  which  An- 
gs  was  d»:ternnrjed  to  n-i^ard  it,  and  he  was  a  mnn 
« that  calibre  of  undervtuntiin;;,  who  is  inenpabl>;  of 
J?in«  lyinvmci'd  when  he  has  once  iidopicd  a  proju- 
■ice.  Montrose  now  assumed  n  hieher  toue^  and  call- 
*l  upon  Animus  to  take  care  how  he  nnuriHhnl  any 
munnent-i  which  mi«ht  be  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's 
[8n[ice.  He  pointed  out  to  him,  that  he  w«h  peeu- 
►•nyde»:roua  that  Allan's  cflort'*  should  not  be  in- 
tafTuptud  in  the  e.oi-iHi  of  hin  present  mission;  "a 
•wpton,"  he  said,  " hioflily  honourable  for  hitneplf, 
*od  likclv  to  prove  most  advanfa.?'  oti**  to  the  Kind's 
•■ase.  He  e\p«joted  his  brother  would  hold  no  corn- 
BMnication  with  him  upon  other  siibjeets,  nor  stir  up 
■nycause  of  dissension,  which  miuiit  divert  his  mind 
ittn  1  matu  r  of  audi  iinportanco,* 


Angus  answered  lomewhat  mlktly,  that "  he  wai 
no  make-bate,  or  stirrer  up  of  quarrels;  he  would  ra- 
ther be  a  peace-maker.  His  brother  knew  as  well  as 
most  men  how  to  resent  his  own  quarrels— as  for  Al- 
lan's mode  of  receiving  information,  it  was  p;eneraliv 
believed  he  had  oihtr  sources  than  those  of  ordinary 
couriers.  He  Hhoiiid  not  be  surprised  if  they  saw  him 
sooner  than  they  exp«*otiHl." 

A  promise  that  he  would  not  interfere,  was  the  faN 
ihetii  to  which  Montrose  could  bring  this  man,  tho- 
rou^nlv  ^o<)d-iemp<*red  as  he  was  on  all  occasions, 
save  when  ins  pride,  interest,  or  prejudices,  were  in- 
terfered with.  And  at  this  point  the  Marquis  wat 
fain  to  leave  the  matter  for  the  present. 

A  more  willim;  gunst  at  the  bridal  cen'mony,  cer- 
tainly a  more  willid^  attendant  at  the  niarrin^'e  fea-it, 
was  to  be  expeclwi  in  Sir  Du^ald  Dalifelty,  whom 
.Montrose  rcs^dvfnj  to  mviie,  as  having  been  a  confi- 
dant to  the  circumstances  which  preceded  it.  But 
even  Sir  Dui^ald  hesitated,  l(K)ked  on  the  elbows  oC 
his  doublet,  and  thekn»;esof  his  leather  breeches,  and 
mumbled  out  a  sort  of  reluctant  acqi:i'.>KCen<:e  in  the 
invitation,  providing  he  should  find  it  pu.Tsiiil<-,  after 
consulting  with  the  noble  bride;;rooin.  JMonlroi^o 
wns  somewhat  surprised,  bm  scorning  to  tesnly  dis- 
pleasiire,  he  left  Sir  Du^ald  to  pursue  his  own  oourse. 

This  carried  him  insiuntly  to  the  chamber  of  tha 
bride^rnom,  who,  u midst  the  scanty  wardnUie  whicli 
his  cump-etiuipam:  alTorded,  was  Seeking  lur  such  ar- 
ticles as  mi^ht  ap|>car  to  the  best  advania^e  upon  the 
approaching  occasion.  Sir  Diigald  entered,  and  paid 
his  compliments,  with  a  very  grave  face,  upon  his 
approaching  happiness,  whicli,  he  said,  "  he  was  very 
sorrv  he  was  preventKl  from  witnessing.'* 

"In  plain  truth,"  said  he,  "I  should  but  dis^nce 
the  ceremony,  seeiti;;;  that  I  lack  a  bridal  garnienU 
Rents,  ami  open  seams,  and  tatters  at  elbows  in  the 
apparel  of  the  assistants,  might  presage  n  similar  so- 
lution of  c^intinuity  in  your  matrimonial  happiness^ 
and  to  say  truth,  my  lord,  yon  yourself  mii.*<i  partly 
have  the  blame  of  this  dispppointment,  in  r^.'spect  yci 
sent  me  upon  a  fool's  errand  to  get  a  buiV-coat  out  ct 
the  booty  taken  by  the  C^amerons,  wherea^  you  might 
as  well  have  s<'nt  me  to  fetch  a  pound  of  fresh  butter 
out  uf  a  black  iloif's  throat.  T  had  no  answer,  my 
lord,  but  braiidislied  dirks  and  broadswords,  and  a 
sort  of  growling  and  jabbering  in  what  they  rail  their 
laiuunge.  For  my  part,  I  believe  these  Hi.4hlander9 
to  be  no  bettor  than  ah.>44j|ute  pagans,  and  have  been 
much  scandalized  by  the  manner  in  which  my  ac- 
liuaintauc'.',  Ranald  iMacKagh,  was  pleased  to  beat 
his  filial  march,  a  little  while  since." 

In  Men lei ill's  state  of  mind,  disposed  to  be  pleased 
with  every  thin^,  ami  every  body,  the  grave  complaint 
of  Sir  Dmcnld  fiirni>h(.'d  additional  amusement.  He 
reipiesi'.-*!  his  aecptance  of  a  very  hand^oine  buff- 
dr«"»s  which  was  lying  on  the  tl'>or.  "  I  lad  intended 
it,"  he  .said,  "for  my  own  bridal -garment,  as  being 
the  least  formidalde  of  my  warlUie  cquipuicuts,  audi 
have  h«re  no  jn-aceful  dress." 

Sir  Dugald  maile  the  necessary  apologies— would 
not  by  any  imaiis  d>priv'e— and  so  forlli,  until  it 
happily  occurr(.*d  to  him  that  it  was  much  more 
according  to  military  rule  that  the  Karl  should  be 
married  in  his  back  and  breast-piecea,  which  drcs^i 
he  had  seen  the  brideirroom  wear  at  the  union  of 
Prince  L^o  of  Witilesbach  with  the  youngest  daughu?r 
of  old  (aeorge  Fred>  rick,  of  Saxony,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  gallant  (lustaviis  Adolphus,  the  Liou  of 
the  North,  and  so  forth.  The  good-naiur»d  youiitf 
Karl  biML'lied,  and  nequiosced ;  and  thus  having  «e- 
cund  at  least  one  merry  face  at  his  bridal,  he  put  on 
a  li^lit  and  ornannMited  cuirass,  conceaUul  partly  b^ 
a  velvet  coat,  and  partly  by  a  broad  blue  slk  scan, 
which  he  wore  ovir  his  shoulder,  agreeably  to  hie 
rank,  and  the  fashion  uf  the  times. 

Kvery  thing  was  now  arraii'^ed;  and  it  hod  lieca 
«ettle<l.  that.  ac<:orviing  to  the  custom  of  ilie  country, 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  should  not  a^ain  meet  until 
they  were  before  the  altar.  The  hour  had  already 
stnick  that  summoned  the  bridegroom  thither,  and 
he  only  waited  in  a  small  anteroom  adincent  to  the 
cliapt  I,  for  the  Marcvuk»>  vtUta  cuwdvftcvtAv.^  vv*  vicv^iL 
briae'  is-maii  upon  i\ift  uccM^aii.  \^>uAx\k«A  v^NM9i:i«>ik 
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the  anny  fitting  tnM&fi^  roqtnrad  tfi«  ManniM*^  m- 
Atant  attention,  Menteitn  waired  his  return,  it  may 
be  supposed,  in  sonie  impatience ;  and  when  tie  heard 
the  door  of  the  apartment  open,  he  said,  laoghinK, 

You  are  late  upon  parade." 

**  You  will  find  ]  am  too  early,"  said  Allan  M*Aular, 
^o  burst  into  the  apartment.*  **  Draw,  Menteitn, 
and  defend  yourself  like  a  man,  or  die  like  a  dog!" 

'"You  are  mad,  Allan!"  answered  Menteith,  asto- 
nished alike  at  his  sudden  appearance,  and  at  the 
■nutterable  fury  of  his  demeanour.  His  cheeks  were 
livid— his  eyes  started  from  their  sockets— his  lips 
were  covered  with  foam,  and  his  gestures  were  those 
of  a  demoniac 

"  You  lie,  traitor  T*  was  his  frantic  reply-r"  you  lie 
m  that,  as  you  lie  in  all  you  have  said  to  me.  Your 
life  is  a  lief" 

"  Did  I  not  speak  my  thoughts  when  I  called  you 
mad,"  said  Menteith,  mdignantly,  **  your  own  life 
Were  a  brief  one.  lo  what  do  you  charge  me  with 
deceiving  you  Y* 

"  You  told  me,"  answered  M'AuIay,  "  that  you 
would  not  marry  Annot  Lyiel— False  traitor  I— she 
now  waits  you  at  the  altar. 

"It  is  you  who  speak  false,"  retorted  Menteith. 
"I  told  you  the  obscurity  of  her  birth  was  the  only 
bar  to  our  union— that  is  now  removed ;  and  whom 
do  you  think  yourself  that  I  should  yield  up  my  pre- 
tensions in  your  favour?" 

**  Draw  then,"  said  M*Aulay ;  *'  we  understand 
each  other." 

**  Not  now,"  said  Menteith,  "  and  not  hers.  Allan, 
vou  know  me  well— wait  till  to-morrow,  and  yon 
•hall  have  fighting  enough." 

"  This  hour— this  instant— or  never,"  answered 
M*Au]ay.  **  Your  triumph  shall  not  go  farther  than 
Ale  hour  which  is  stricken.  Menteitn,  I  entreat  you 
by  our  relationship— by  our  Joint  conflicts  and  labours 
—draw  your  sword,  and  defend  your  life!"  As  he 
ipoke,  he  scixed  the  Earl*8  hand^  and  wrung  it  with 
Mich  frantic  earnestness,  that  his  granp  forced  the 
blood  to  start  under  the  nails.  Menteitn  threw  him 
ofT  with  violence,  exdairoing,  "  Becone.  madman  P' 

**  Then,  be  the  vision  accomplished !  said  Allan ; 
and,  drawing  his  dirk,  struck  with  his  whole  gigantic 
force  at  the  EarPs  bosom.  The  temper  of  the  corslet 
threw  the  point  of  the  weapon  upwards,  but  a  deep 
wounr!  took  phf!*  betwoi^n  the  neck  and  shoulder; 
and  tbf  furce  of  the  blow  prostrated  the  bridegroom 
€n  lU*:  fltiofn  Moorrose  PMlrxed  at  one  side  of  the 
intvrofcim^  The  bridn I  company,  alarmed  at  the  noise, 
were  in  t^ittl  Kpprehep!<i.on  and  surprise;  but  ere 
Morttros(<  rould  dTii'>si  »w  whst  had  happened,  Allan 
M*ALilny  hid  nishwt  past  him,  and  descended  the 
caerh'  Btntrn  like  lii^htnmg.  "  Guards,  shut  the  gate !" 
*3[cT!imiLfi  MnDtroi*c— **  Setie  him— kill  him.  if  he 
fesists  1  -Hff  t^iall  rfif » if  h^*  wtire  my  brother  !'* 

Bui  Allnn  prosirntpd,  with  a  second  blow  of  his 
diiK»?fitj  a  sentinel  who  wur  upon  duty— traversed  the 
camp  like  n  mounraici-ili^r.  though  pursued  by  all 
who  caught  the  alarm— ihriw  himself  into  the  nver, 
indt  iwimminff  to  the  npp  »^ite  side,  was  soon  lost 
amon(?rhowo3fl«.  In  the  li^i  use  of  the  same  evening, 
hia  IjTtJthflT  Ati^iii  nnd  his  iptlowers  left  Montrose  s 
t&mp^  and,  taking  thu  road  homeward,  never  again 
tejotncd  him, 

Df  Allan  him^tf  it  is  m\t\  that,  in  a  wonderfully 
short  spnte  ftfttr  thr?  dt-f^d  wns  committed,  he  bnrat 
inro  a  rooni  in  the  CdTitk  ^i  Inverary,  where  Argvie 
wnp  !<itTmg  in  council,  anj  Aung  on  the  table  his 
bloody  dirk. 

**  Is  it  the  blood  of  James  Orahame  V*  said  Argyle, 
a  chastlv  exti^Mi<>n  of  hopo  mixing  with  the  terror 
which  tne  sudden  apparition  naturally  excited. 

**  It  is  the  blood  of  nis  minion,"  answered  M'Aulay— 
**It  is  the  blood  which  I  was  predestined  to  shed, 
though  I  would  rather  have  spilt  my  own." 

Having  thus  spoken,  he  turned  and  left  the  eaatle, 
and  firom  that  moment  nothing  certain  is  known  of 
bis  fate.  As  the  boy  Kenneth,  with  three  of  the 
Ohildrnn  of  the  Mist,  were  seen  soon  aHerwards  to 
cross  Lochfine,  it  issttpp^^aed  they  dogged  his  course, 
and  that  he  perished  by  their  bend  in  some  obscure 

^IdflRMM.   Anotber  ^nioo  tnaintaint.  Uuit  AUui 


M'Anlay  went  abrotd  and  dM  a  moak  of  fhe  Car 
thusian  order.  But  nothing  beyond  bare  presumptioz 
could  ever  be  brought  in  support  of  either  opinion. 

His  vengeance  was  moon  less  complete  than  \h 
probably  fancied;  for  Menteith,  thoufcn  ao  Bererei} 
wounded  as  to  remain  lon^  in*  a  dangrroas  state, 
was,  by  hRving  adopted  Major  Daleettv'a  fortunate 
recommendation  of  a  cuirass  as  a  oridai  Ksmicnt, 
happily  securwi  from  the  worst  conaranenref*  of  the 
blow.  But  his  services  were  lost  to  Montroae;  and 
it  was  thought  best  that  he  ahoukl  be  oonveyed  with 
his  intended  countess,  now  truly  a  nnoumini;  bnde^ 
and  siiould  accooipany  his  wounded  father-in-law  to 
the  castle  of  Sir  Duncan  at  Ardenvohr.  Dahretty 
followed  them  to  the  water'a  edge,  reminding  Men« 
teith  of  the  necessity  of  erecting  a  sconee  on  Drum- 
snab  to  cover  his  lady'a  newly  aqqnired  inheritance. 

They  performed  their  voyage  in  aafetv,  and  Men* 
teith  was  in  a  few  weeks  so  well  in  haaJih,  aa  lo  bs 
united  to  Annot  in  the  castle  of  her  father. 

The  Highlanders  were  somewhat  poxzled  to  reeon- 
cile  Meuteith's  recovery  with  the  vuMona  of  the  s^ 
cond  sight,  and  the  more  experienced  Been  were  dis- 
pleased with  him  for  not  having  died.  Bnt  others 
thought  the  cnxlit  of  the  vision  suflleientlv  fulfilM, 
by  the  wound  inflicted  by  the  hand,  and  with  the 
weapon,  foretold  \  and  all  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
incident  of  the  ring,  with  the  death's  head,  related 
to  the  death  of  the  bride's  father,  who  did  not  sur- 
vive h^r  marriage  many  months.  The  iocreduloos 
held,  that  all  this  was  idle  dreaming,  and  that  Al- 
lan's supposed  vision  was  but  a  conaequence  of  the 
private  suKgeationa  of  his  own  passion,  which,  ha- 
ving long  seen  in  Menteith  a  rival  more  beloved  than 
himself,  stnig^^ied  with  his  better  nature,  and  im- 
pressed upon  him,  as  it  were  involuntarily,  the  idei 
of  killini!  his  competitor. 

Menteith  did  not  recover  sufficiently  to  join  Mon- 
trose during  his  brief  and  glorioua  career;  and  when 
that  heroic  general  disbanded  his  army  and  retired 
from  Scotland,  Menteith  resolved  to  adopt  the  life  o( 
privacy,  which  be  led  till  the  Reatoratien.  After 
that  happy  event,  he  occupied  a  situation  in  the  land 
befitting  nis  rank,  lived  long,  happy  alike  in  public 
regard  and  in  domestic  aflection,  and  died  at  a  good 
old  age. 

Our  dramatia  peratma  have  been  ao  limited,  that 
excepting  Montrose,  whose  exploits  and  fate  are  the 
theme  of  history,  we  have  only  to  mention  Sir  Du 
gald  Dalgeity.  This  gentleman  continued,  with  the 
most  rigorous  punctuality,  to  discharge  his  duty,  and* 
to  receive  his  pay,  until  he  waa  made  prisoner  among 
others,  upon  the  field  of  Philiphaugh.  He  was  con- 
demned to  share  the  fate  of  nia  feUow-offioers  opoo 
that  occasion,  who  were  doomed  to  death  rather  by 
denuncintions  from  the  pulpit,  than  the  senteoee 
either  of  civil  or  military  tribunal ;  their  blood  being 
considered  as  a  sort  of  sin-oftering  to  take  away  the 

Siilt  of  the  land,  and  the  fate  imposed  upon  tbs 
anaanitee,  under  a  specisl  dispensation,  being  im- 
piously and  cruelly  applied  to  them. 

Several  Lowland  officers,  in  the  service  of  the  Co- 
venanters, interceded  for  Dalgetty  on  this  occasion, 
representing  him  as  a  person  whose  skill  would  be  | 
useful  in  their  army,  and  who  would  be  readily  in- 
duced to  change  his  service.  But  on  this  point  thev 
found  Sir  Dugsld  unexpectedly  obstinate.  He  hsd 
engaged  with  the  King  for  a  certain  term,  and,  tiu 
that  was  expired,  his  pnnciplea  would  not  permit  any 
shadow  of  changing.  The  Covenanters,  sgain,  ofl^ 
derstood  no  such  nice  distinction,  and  he  waa  in  Jhs 
utmost  danger  of  falling  i  martyr^  not  to  this  or  mat  | 
poHtical  principle,  but  merely  to  his  own  strict  !««*• 
of  a  military  enlistment.  Fortunstely,  his  fr|fj>^ 
discovered,  by  computation,  that  there  remained  oot 
a  fortnight  to  elapeeof  the  enga^ment  he  had  foita 
ed,  and  to  which,  though  certain  it  waa  never  to  "• 
renewed,  no  power  on  eai^  could  make  him  vw^ 
With  some  difficulty  they  procured  a  reprieve  fojJJJU 
abort  space,  after  which  they  found  him  P*'*^- 
willing  to  come  under  any  engagements  they  eooi0 
to  dictate.  He  entered  the  aervice  of  the  Eatatos  ao* 
oordingly,  and  wiought  himaelf  forward  to  be  Maiw 
'm  GUbert  Kara  eorpib  coanooly  cilUd  IM  KA^ 
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CfPwoRmiiMQtorHom.  Of  hit  fkrther  hwtory  ««iB 
ptifnow  nothmg,  notU  w«  find  him  in  poasesaioo  of  hit 
«.  p^OTal  estate  of  Drumthwacket,  which  he  acquired, 
a  Jot  by  the  sword,  bat  by  a  pacific  intemiarriaM  with 
^annah  Strachan,  a  matron  somewhat  stricken  in 
rtjNan,  tba  widow  oi  the  Ahaideenahire  Covenanter. 


Sir  Dofcild  is  soppoasd  to  hvm  formed  the  Revo- 
Intioo,  as  traditions  of  na  very  distant  date  represent 
him  as  cruizing  about  in  that  country,  very  old,  very 
deat  and  very  full  of  interminable  stories  about  th« 
immortal  Gustavus  Adolphus,  the  Lion  of  the  North« 
and  the  bulwark  of  the  Protssunt  Faith. 


END  OF  A  LEGEND  OFHONTROSE. 


'    RsADBK !  Tmi  Talis  or  mt  Lamdlobd  are  now 
finally  closed,  and  it  was  my  purpose  to  have  ad- 
"dTHMd  thee  m  the  vein  of  Jedediah  Cteishbotham ; 
bat,  like  Horam  the  son  of  Asmar,  and  all  other  ima- 
ginary story-tellers,  Jedediah  has  melted  mto  thin  air. 
^     Iftr.  Cle*shbotham  bore  the  aame  resemblance  to 
*  Anei,  as  he  at  whose  voice  he  rose  doth  to  the  sage 
^  Prosperoi  and  yet,  so  fond  are  we  of  the  fictions  of 
^  4«rown  fancy,  that  I  part  with  him,  and  all  his  ima- 
'  nnfery  localities,  with  idle  reluctance.    1  am  aware 
)  tkis  IS  a  feeling  in  which  the  reader  will  little  syra- 
^  Mthiie ;  but  he  cannot  be  more  sensible  than  1  am, 
^  tkat  salficwnt  vaneties  have  now  been  exhibited  of 
the  Scottish  chsracter,  to  exhaust  one  individual's 
of  observauoo,  and  that  to  persist  would  be 


tiseless  and  tediona.  I  have  the  vanity  to  suppose 
that  the  popularity  of  these  Novels  has  shown  mv 
countrymen,  snd  their  peculiarities,  in  lights  whica 
were  new  to  the  Southern  resder  i  snd  tnst  many, 
hitherto  indiflerent  upon  the  subject,  have  been  in- 
duced to  read  Scoaish  history,  from  the  allusions  to 
it  in  these  works  of  fiction. 

I  retire  from  the  field,  consdooa  that  there  remaiiit 
behind  not  only  a  Ihifte  narveet,  hot  labourers  irapablo 
of  gathering  it  in.  More  than  one  writer  has  of  la«« 
displayed  taJenu  of  this  description }  and  if  the  pre- 
sent author,  himself  a  phantom,  may  be  permitted  to 
distinguish  a  brother,  or  perhaps  a  sister  shadow,  lio 
woulamention,  in  psrticular,  the  author  of  the  verr 
Uvely  work,  enutled,  "Marnage.** 
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Vow  fitted  the  halter,  now  tiHTereed  the  cart. 
And  oftaa  took  loavoi— but  aeem'd  loath  to  depart  I* 

Paioa. 


>  Tho  — jUo  aOttilui  lo  the  AuUwr  marahif  m  nm  atatB  lapiatD Jy  aflar  haffcn  tataa  kmm. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  IVANIIOE. 


Avthnr  of  the  WbtwIpj  NovHr  hnd  hith»«r1o  proc^edri 
M'-iaicd  •■oMFM'  of  iKipuiaritr,  nnd  mizht.  in  liii>  (mruliiir 
or  iil>>ratiir«>,  hatp  iHfn  U>rnMd  L'Kh/aHl  ii&ti  of  mir- 
l  w,i>  piiin,  li«>wfVf-r,  that  rn><,'UiMit  imMiriiiioii  mui«t 
vi-ni  oil!  llie  public  rnviiiir,  iiiilpi<ii  itninH  inodK  cnuld  be 
to  jivM  an  ap(K.'«r«n-'e  mP  nnvi-ny  to  «ih#f|iiHni  pniduc- 
riciittinh  liiaiintM,  C*  otiii«h  dinirti:t. niidrtrofiuh  rliMr.ir- 
ri  til*.  tM*uiir  riKirie  with  wiiirli  the  uutlior  wtm  m»*\  inn- 
and  Oiiiiilmrljr  aniuaiiitcd,  MnrM  I  In;  ground  work  u|Mtn 
\w  hiKi  hiili>;rUi  rvlMil  for  i.'uin««rri>ri  lu  iiia  mtrmttvi'. 
howf>i'r.  uhviinu.  that  ihi«  kind  of  inU'rf'itt  mu*\  in  tlit* 
a«iioii  a  di-yrtH!  of  i>anii*nf km  ami  n*(H>tiii«>n.  ifrxrlUMv^ly 
I  ti>,  !iiid  iiKit  (lie  riMilcr  whm  likely  al  length  tuaUupl 
{UaC^*  of  ikiwin.  in  PRrncU'ri  Tale  :— 

"  •  Kr»en^  lh«  w 
*  And  lei  II  f«irly  ni*«v  *uffi 

Thr  f  AinlMl  h«i  liM«ii  ahown.'  " 

inc  ran  tw  more  daiijn^niuH  for  the  fump  of  a  prafiNi«or  of 
an%.  than  t«  porinii  (if  Im  ran  pcntxildy  pnnent  ii)  'lip 
fsrofn  iiiHiinprHr  iiilM>Atrnr)ii:d  to  liiin.  nr  lliiii  ImnhiMiid 
«.i«>!>l  rjiDiilili;  uf  succpiw  iinly  m  a  imrtinulnr  nnd  iiiiiiii-«i 
Tlie  imMirt  are,  in  reiicrn).  very  rpndy  to  adiipt  tin-  oin- 
i9it  he  who  hiiii  pIt-nM-d  tiu-ni  in  one  i>i'r.iiliiir  mode  of 
iiion,  M,  by  mfaim  uf  that  v«iO'  l>il«Mit.  n'mlen-d  infafia- 
^nturini;  upon  oUii'r  «ubject«.  Tiie  clF-rt  of  iliir  diit|ii> 
»n.  on  \\\f.  part  of  the  p«iblic,  toward*  th<»  nriitirerM  of 
4>aMiin^.  when  they  atiemct  to  cnlnnce  iheir  meanii  of 
r.  may  Nt  «e«in  in  the  cen^ureii  usually  pa:>»Kd  by  vul^r 
n  Qiion  arrnm  or  artuttg  who  venture  to  chanire  Ww  r.ha- 
r  tlH'ir  etfortu,  that,  in  au  doin;,  tliey  may  enlarite  Uie 
r  their  art. 

I  i«  lionw  jii«lire  in  thii  opinion,  aa  thera  alway*  ii  in 
I  ali.iin  eenerHi  rurn-nry.  li  may  oflen  liaptien  nn  tliw 
hal  an  artur,  by  rx>«^Minf(  in  n  tire-Mmiiient  dufrrHf  ilir 
I  i]uniitu>i«  nereiwary  lo  five  etfi-ct  lo  ciiniMly.  may  be 
d  of  ihd  nirht  tu  a.-pire  to  trHiric  exnidletire;  and  in 
%m  hterary  rompotiition,  nn  nrtitt  or  |M>«t  may  be  maa- 
u«ivoly  of  modHA  of  iliouiFhi.  and  |M)werii  of  expremion, 
ronti:it>  hnn  lo  a  ninele  coume  of  iiu'>jertii.  Kut  much 
iH|UHnrly  the  Mnie  Roimcity  whiRh  nirrieta  man  to  |N»pu- 
I  uni-  di-pHrlment  will  oorain  for  hiin  iturcu'ii  in  another, 
I  mii«t  Ih-  mure  imrtinilariy  the  rom;  in  literary  cumpo- 
iliun  either  in  artiuvfr  paiiflinj,  Ihtaumh  the  adveniurt*r 
dt'oartnK-iit  i4  not  imiieded  in  hi4  Hxeriionnby  any  (wcu* 
>f  fuaujr«^«.  or  r-infonnation  of  |tiir«on.  proper  for  parti- 
nrt*,  or.  by  any  |,N-culiar  mechnnicnl  habit*  of  uninf  the 
limited  lo  n  purticulnr  ejiniii  of  i#ubjert< 
hitr  thi«  p.>aiioninF  b<>  correct  or  oiherwiM,  the  pniaent 
reit.  that,  in  conrininir  himself  to  mibJAci^i  purely  Hr>>t- 
<  wa-)  not  only  liki^ly  to  weary  out  (liu  indulffenen  nf  hi« 
,  but  n\*i  rrvatly  to  limit  hi*  own  i»ower  of  aifonimr 
leaiMire     In  .1  hiffhiy  polnhed  country,  where  ao  much 

•  mun'hiy  employed  in  raterin?  for  public  amuwment,  a 
'Pic.  iiuch  ni  he  hnd  hiniwlf  had  iIm  happineaa  to  lif  lit 
I  Ihe  un tabled  «priotf  of  the  deivrt  ;— 

*'  Men  ble«a  liirir  Man  knd  call  il  luxury." 

len  Rien  and  hnriH<ii,  cattle,  camvU,  and  dmmmlnnnH, 
Adu.-'l  tlie  niirini;  into  mud.  it  berimes  loatiNome  to 
ho  ai  Ara'  dntnk  of  it  with  rapture  ;  and  he  who  had  tiie 
rdiiw.i»vi-nnirit,if  hu  would  pre^rvn  hiM  reputnlion  with 
e.  Bu^t  diaplay  hu  talent  by  a  freali  discovery  of  un- 
buntamii. 

I  auth-ir.  who  find*  himMlf  limited  to  a  particular  elaiH 
.•vzu.  tfnd'favouni  to  inj<«tain  bin  reputation  by  atnvinj  to 
Hii-elty  of  attraction  lo  theiiK's  of  the  name  character 
lia«e  b«H*n  fumvirlv  nucretitful  under  bin  manaveinent, 
«  manifeiit  renmin*  why,  nfltir  n  certain  tF>int,  he  in  likely 
If  til*  mine  be  not  wriMirht  out,  tlie  iitrenirth  and  eapa- 
tlie  miner  bHcom<i  necei>4Hrily  exh.iuiited.    If  he  cif>fw*ly 

•  rhnii-irralivert  whioh  he  huii  before  n.'ndered  aurceir^ful. 
hHMii.ul  to  "  woiid«'r  tiiat  they  please  no  more."  If  he 
•«  til  iKke  :«  diifiTeni  view  of  the  Mine  clacx  of  nibiecli. 
dily  diii-ovi'M  that  whit  %»  obvionit,  cracful,  and  natu* 

b^n  -xlinu.'.ted  :  nnd.  in  ordur  to  o'liain  the  indui'^nit'i- 
nn  of  [i  iveliy,  he  [*  foreed  uiKin  caricature,  and,  to  avoid 
nXft,  \\i\x*\  nei-oiiip  miravainnt. 

Dot.  iM;rhiiii'.  ri'.'ceiutary  to  enumerate  90  many  nniaon* 
eaitiiorof  the  Sco(li>h  ^rovelli,  nn  they  weretlien  hxcIu- 
teriH-il.  iiii)iild  be  d-'iiiroiiN  to  makii  an  expenmifut  on  a 
!iRir>>lr  KneliBh.  It  wax  hi*  |Hirpoiu>,  at  the  aame  time. 
*■  n-iid:Ti  d  the  evjieriment  a^  comiHeie  a«  piMmble,  by 
itttH!  'ii'-ii-l-d  w>rk  iiefore  iln'.  |ia^)liea«  Ihrtetfort  of  a 
JiJiiiii^  f.»f  tl».Mr  favour,  in  onler  tlint  no  d«'»:reo  of  pr*»ju 
vlieth'-r  fav.junible  »T  the  n^veriM*.  micht  attach  to  it,  ad  a 
tii4>irii  II  of  the  Author  of  Waverley  ,  but  thiK  intention 
Wwrardii  d^.';iartad  f^um,  for  reiuiond  lo  bu  hereafter  men 

iwnodof  tiie  narrative  adopted  waa  tlie  micm  of  Richard 
■  only  a«  ab'Hindinff  wiUi  rtiaractert  whn«fl  v(>ry  nnmeM 
oivt'j  attruri  :;«;n4'r.il  aitDiition,  bu>  n*  ntrordiiiir  a  ^Inkinc 
t  neiwixi  the  Aax  mn,  In'  whom  the  aoil  wa4  cultivated. 
5  Notniuw,  who  «tUl  raigiMMl  in  it  ad  euiuiuerura.  reluciant 
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tn  mix  with  the  vanquiahed,  or  acknowledfe  themaelrm  of  ttit 
name  Atock.  'ihe  i<h;a  of  thiit  niiilrait  waH  taken  froia  tite  ui- 
C'uioUK  and  unfortunai''  Luiran'a  trnreiiy  of  Kuiinmniik\  m 
whicn,  about  ihe  hniih'  period  of  hiiitory.  tlie  author  had  iseoQ 
tli-i  .SnxiMi  an-i  Norm.in  baroiu  opim^nl  to  each  other  on  diifer* 
ent  Midea  of  the  tfta^e.  He  dmni  not  recollect  that  there  wafl 
any  attempt  to  ronira«t  the  two  raeeH  m  their  halnta  and  m^nii* 
ineiitH;  miil  inde«d  it  wanuliimuH.  that  |iiiit>iry  wan  violated  by 
intriHlucinir  the  8oxoii>  attll  exikiiiig  ««  a  hiKh-mindcd  and  mw^ 
Hal  rare  oi  ni-bl***. 

Tlii'y  did.  hoM4ver,  «ur\-ive  a«  a  people,  and  aome  of  Ihe  an* 
cieni  8qxon  fumiliea  tMis»'HM>fl  wealth  and  {Kiwer,  alihouvh  llivy 
were  excitption<i  to  thf  hunibie  c«mdirion  if  tlie  raco  in  ir<«ieraL 
It  Mtemud  to  the  authur.  that  the  existence  of  tlie  two  rac**if  in 
ttie  Millie  cjiuntry,  tho  van-iuirihed  diitineUMh«-d  by  their  plain, 
honH-ly.  blunt  inannem.  and  the  free  npirit  inAwed  br  their  an- 
cient m«iilulioa«  mid  lawii ;  the  victors,  by  the  hich  apiritol 
niilitnry  fiirne,  |ieri<onal  anvt:niiir«,  and  whatever  c^mld  uiaiin 
L'uiiih  them  nv  the  Flower  of  Chivalry,  mifht.  intermixed  wim 
otlior  charaeieri  b^ioii;.'inr  (o  the  «,'nne  time  and  C4iuntry.  inter- 
e»t  the  iMuier  by  Die  contiHfil,  if  the  author  »ImiuIU  nut  fai!  oa 
hiM  part. 

:5r4)llnnd.  howe\-er.  had '  een  of  late  uned  mi  exclunively  a*  tba 
iici-ne  of  what  in  railed  Historical  Romance,  that  tlie  pn'liini- 
nary  letter  of  .Mr.  Lanrenn^  Tenii  leton  became  in  aoiiie  inehaurt 
nucciiiiary.  To  thi!«,  as  to  an  Inirixhirtion,  tJie  render  in  ntiL-rrvif, 
iiK  expreit^inp  the  nuthor'it  purp«ne>  and  opiniufia  in  undertaking 
tliis  i(|i«>cii'ri  of  comt)o«itiiMi,  under  tlie  neciimary  rewrv-atiuii, 
th.it  \w.  i»  far  from  thinkiiif  he  ha*  attained  Uio  point  at  whieli 
he  aimtNl. 

It  \*  iM<«rrfily  neceii«ary  lo  add,  that  there  was  no  idea  or  wiah 
to  pnM  oir  the  fuppoMfd  Mr  Temploton  as  a  rent  perMm.  Butt 
kind  of  continuiition  of  the  Tate*  of  my  Landlord  tiad  beeD 
recently  at lemfited  by  a  Mlranser,  mid  it  wan  iiupiHiHed  IhiK  Dedi- 
c;itory  Kpim  e  micht  m**  for  w>me  imitation  of  tlie  Mune  kind, 
and  tbui«  puttitiL'  in-iuircr*  u(K>n  a  fnlM  acent,  induce  ihum  to 
I.elieve  ttte>  had  befutv  Ui«m  iha  work  of  mom  new  candidal* 
for  their  fhvuur.  9 

Aff''r  a  coiiNidernble  part  of  the  work  hnd  been  finished  ami 
printed,  the  Publiahera,  who  prctcnd«sd  to  diacy-rn  in  it  n  fcrm  of 
pnpniiiriry.  renionMtra'ed  Ntrenuou<ily  acainat  iu  .-ifMiearininiri  an 
ahitohitely  an'inynion*  jinMiuction.  and  c^intended  liiai  it  aliould 
ha\'e  thtf  ad^antam:  of  beinp  announced  tw  by  the  Author  u( 
Waverley.  The  :iulhor  did  not  make  aiir  obxiinaie  opp^ikition, 
fi)r  he  iMvan  to  Im*  of  opinion  with  in.  Wheeler,  in  MiiiH  Kdc««- 
worh'i*  exrellent  tale  of  "  Mantpiivrinir."  ibat  "  Trick  upon 
Tnrk"  mirbt  be  loo  much  for  Ihe  putiencn  of  an  mdnlgent 
public,  and  miirlit  be  reaaunnbly  considered  an  trilling  with  Uieir 
favour. 

riie  bonk,  tlierefore,  aofwemil  a*  an  avowed  continuation  of 
the  Waverley  NoveJN  ,  and  it  wHild  be  unrraterul  not  loacknow- 
loitfe,  that  It  met  with  Uie  name  Ihvnurable  reception  aa  it^  |ir»- 
der«>i<«or^ 

rliich  annotation*  as  may  be.iweOil  tn  aaeift  the  reader  in  «.■•!»■ 
preliendmr  ihe  character;-  of  tlie  Jew,  tlie  Templar,  the  (  ipiaio 
of  the  nrM>rei-iiNrie«.  or  Kroe  Coinponiona,  an  tliey  were  'ailed, 
and  olh"rri  proi>er  to  tlie  iieriod,  are  added,  but  with  a  i«,inrinf 
hand,  mnce  HUincient  mfunnaiion  on  tiKtwe  aubjecU  m  to  be 
found  in  ceiieral  history. 

An  incidi>nt  in  the  tale,  whieh  had  the  irtHNl  for  tune  In  find 
flivour  in  tlie  eye*  of  many  n^ndera,  i<  nnire  directly  bonuwwf 
from  the  Ninreii  of  old  nimanre.  I  mean  ille  meeting  of  iIh 
Kinv  with  Friar  Tuck  at  the  rj>ll  of  thai  buxom  liemiL  TtM 
ffetK>rnl  tone  of  the  sinry  bolon^ii  to  all  ranks  and  all  countiira. 
which  emulate  each  other  in  deMcnbinr  the  rambles  of  a  dic> 
cui-4ed  M)\ereiirn,  who,  ftung  in  aenrch  of  information  nr  amnso* 
tiient,  into  the  lower  ranka  of  life,  niectji  with  advenlurns  lii- 
vertinc  to  the  reader  or  hearer,  from  Ihe  eontriul  betwixt  the 
monarch's  outward  appenmnce.  nnd  hia  real  chamcier.  Tlia 
E^KtHrn  tale-teller  has  for  hia  Iheinc  the  dinniised  e.xpediliona 
of  Haroun  AlraHcliid  with  his  faithful  att«iiidants.  Mesmuraiid 
Uiafar,  through  the  midnichLitreeta  nf  ftafdad  ;  and  t^oitisli 
traditinii  dwells  upon  tlie  sniilar  exploits  of  Jamcn  V.,  distiti- 
riii^hed  durinc  Huch  excursions  by  the  trnveUinc  name  of  tlm 
(io>idman  of  Ralleneeirh,  as  the  Cninmander  of  Uie  Kaithf^ 
when  he  d<'Sin>d  to  be  incoffnito.  was  known  by  Uiai  of  II  Boo* 
dorani.  Tlie  French  minstrels  are  not  silent  on  so  jmi  ular  • 
theme.  There  mu!»t  have  been  a  Noinan  oririnal  of  tlie  ricotp 
tish  metrical  rttroance  of  Hauf  C«jlT:iar,  in  which  CliiirlemagiM 
is  introduced  as  the  unknown  jruest  nf  a  charcoal  man.*  It 
Mieins  ui  have  b^en  the  oririiial  of  other  ixieuia  of  the  kind. 

In  merry  Eiicland  there  is  no  end  of  jiopuiar  ballads  on  thif 
theme.  The  |H>eiu  of  John  the  Reeve,  or  steward,  mentuiiieil 
by  Bishop  Percy,  in  the  Rtiliquns  of  Enrhsh  Poetry,*  is  «aid  to 
have  turned  on  nuch  an  incident ;  and  we  have  besMtea,  tbc 
Kinff  and  the  Tanner  of  Tamworth,  tlie  Kinr  end  the  Miller  of 
.Manslield,  and  others  on  the  same  topic.  Kut  the  peculiar  im*t 
of  this  tiarun*  to  which  the  author  of  Ivanhoe  has  to  ackiHi'^r 
ledge  an  obliration,  is  imire  ancient  by  two  oenturiM  Uiao  Miy 
of  tlieae  last  mentioned. 

■  Thii  wry  eurtona  popm,  loaf  a  d*r*d*rntum  la  BeottWi  lltvntdia 
mnd  (iwa  ^2**  irn<iM«rrHlily  lost,  wm  laicly  lirouffhl  to  :;chl  by  ihs  n- 
i>r:ir>hn  of  Dr.  Ir*inr  nfthr  Aalvoeatss'  Library,  and  tias  Vcii  rracutla4 
by  Mr.  OaviJ  Uidf,  iMUabttiah.  \  N ^^  v >*^ 
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It  waa  fint  mmmuniciitMl  to  the  public  in  that  n)rioui«  mcord 
of  anciitnt  liiHrHiuri-,  vthic.h  hait  hu<-n  m'.ru'tiiiiaU-d  by  liic  rom 
bini-U  pxc.rlnmii  u  riir  Lirnrton  Br)-(t>:rfl  luid  Mr.  Hn/.!cwu(Hl.  in 
the  |M>ri:>iiiraJ  work  mitiii'-d  thf  Riili-li  K:biiii^'ifii>liir  Frmii 
tlii-n<*«-  ii  li>i^  b>-i<ii  traimfi-rrvd  by  lilt*  li«%*>ri>iid  ('iiiirii-it  I^t-nr) 
IInrLNiiiim<>.  M.  A  ,  i-ilit«ir  nf  h  Vi-ry  rurii<iis  vuluuii-.  iriMii-ii, 
"  Aiu-ii.-nl  .M-lriral  'lull*.  |irii:ti^ii  chu-tly  friiiii  (iri:riiiiil  *>iir<«.»!.. 
I9£t  "  Air.  HiirtitliuriiH  nw*  nn  i>thi>r  miUmiiiy  fur  tlif  |in-i«-iit 
frB^ineiil  »:\r>'|ii  tli*^  urCi'.li?  in  tlif.  Uiblinirrii|.hLr.  whin;  it  m 
cntifii-.'i  till!  K>n»r  ar<l  ili^  Htrinitf.  A  r-bort  o^Kiniri  of  il-> 
Ci*iil<'rtt<  Will  lihuw  lUsiiiiilariiy  In  tlteiiKftinsuf  kiiif  Riclianl 
■riif  Friar  Tui'K. 

K1112  KdAi'd  'w-r  art*  not  tuld  which  am'ttip  th«  ntunarrhHor 
th.**!  n.  ID",  l-ul,  rroiii  bm  tnuiHir  Aid  h-il.iU,  ysf  tnfi)  mm  (•Oi« 
Edward  I ^' )  Miiii  forth  with  hi»  murt  Ui  11  trtiUanl  buntini;- 
matcli  inSUerwoud  Kurfyt.  in  whi<*h.  luiiiinut  unu*i;nl  Turprirni-a 
in  niin»nC4'.  h«  fnl!]*  id  with  a  di-vr  tif  (.-iiriuiniiniry  M/e  {irid 
■wiftiivMi,  niid  iiuratioit  if  cloix  ly,  till  hf  hoi*  •lUt^tripiM'd  hn* 
whiilo  nMiii'jif.  tiri-d  nut  huuiiU^  and  bijr>ii>  nnd  t';iHU  biinM-lf 
■lun*;  uniii.-r  Ui«  r.<i<ini  (if  an  ontiMiMvc  furi-*!.  uuim  Mbio|iii;i:iit 
if  deitcu-inhn^r.  Kniicr  the  NMpr^tii.n-kuiiii  nnfural  In  h  ciiualion 
•o  ancitnii'urinblf.  t(Ki  kmc  r^rcolii-''t»  triar  he  Ihia  lifard  huvr 

Kior  nit*ii,  when  np(  r«:hcnHive  nl  a  bud  n:/ht'i(  loiitf-n;:.  )iray  to 
iinl  Julian.  mIiO,  in  the  Konii«h  rab  iii:.ir,  nl-'iuii:*  Uniiru-r- 
Mii«U!r-Gi-ii<''rul  10  nH  furh^rn  tm  riU-r*  Hint  ri'iith-r  hiin  iiui' 
hutnair>*.  Eil««>i'd  p'iIk  up  bm  ori!«iii<  ncr'inliiiiily,  nnd  by  t!i«- 
fUiiiMnr«>.  doubtlfita.  uC  till-  ffnto  ^s■ll^t.  ri-H'-r.'p>o  -iiiiili  {'alb. 
eiaiayotine  bini  Ut  a  oliiit»-l  in  the  run-i>t.  bA\:n:.'  :i  hern  it':i  ci-ll 
in  itn  cUiDu  vicMiiiy  'I  he  Ki.<t!  h«-ar»  tbit  rcvKri-iii!  infin.  with  a 
coinpanitin  nl'  hi*  •'<ihtu<t<>.  t»*i!iiiir  bin  beatl-  witlnn.  nr-.ti  i:ii  i-Itly 
^I'lnriitii  oC  liiiii  iiunrt'-m  fur  the  nicbl.  "  1  bHvc  n<>  :•<■<' oiiiiiiu- 
dotiuii  for  •ii?U  a  l'ir-1  nn  ye  b«."  -aid  tb«-  Hcrimt.  "I  i.>\i-  here 
in  the  wiMoriK-tb.  u;»-iii  riMit^and  ruid*.  aim  iimy  not  rfOfivv  intu 
my  dwelling  i'\i!n  t)i<-  |>04>n'ht  Mii'lrh  irmii^vi-M.  iiril<  <iis  it  wrni 
to  Mvc  bi«  lifH."  'I'iu:  Ivirnr  imiMin>»  lb'-  wa>  tu  tbc  ni-xC  tiiwn, 
and,  undiP'atanJing  it  h  hy  a  pMid  whn-b  \iv  cnr.'mt  tJid  uiihuut 
difneult>,evtn  if  hi:  hnd  dayhrtit  to  bcf'iLMut  bun.  hi*  lUr  arfii. 
that  with  or  withnut  rb«  Hvriiiii'H  <*nn.'<oiit.  bif  u  di!U:niiiiii:d  tu 
b«  hi«  rut>t  Ilia'  ni  .bt.  lie  i»  ndnntlvd  a<Tor(iint:l>.  iint  with- 
out a  liiiit  frnm  Ibt.'  K«tIu<v.  that  were  hr*  tuin^rif  nut  of  hid 
ETKtUy  WHfrfU,  tit*  would  arv  liltb-  fur  bi.o  ibr.  aiicuf  u^tnc  «lo- 
ince,  and  that  be  i:i>-*'»  May  to  hmi  nut  uut  uf  iiitjniutaiiun, 
but  aimiiiy  Ui  a^cnd  ii'*aiul-il. 

Tliv  Kiiij;  m  aU'niiliMl  into  thi*  c^!l  -two  huiidlK<  nf^traw  an* 
■haken  down  fur  hut  nri-iiinniodanon,  and  he  cuoifurt*  hiniMiif 
tbat  he  ii  duw  undrr  -tbi-lb  r  and  thai 

"  A  ntfrit  Will  Mwo  b«  cult*." 

Other  want«.  hnwf.vcr,  ariMC.  Tlie  gut-at  becomes  clamuroui 
for  cuppur,  obM*r\  niff.  ^ 

"  V  'r  r«ruiiily,  u  I  ytni  wmf, 
1  n'  ha  1  ii«.vtr  tu  lurrv  \  ■  My. 
Th«i  1  iir  hK<1  k  merry  ii.Khu" 
Bat  Ihif  indication  of  htn  taftc  for  iro«d  cheer,  joined  tn  the 
annunciation  uf  hiit  iK'inca  fulluw-prof  tii**.  i  oiirt.  h  ho  bad  b»»i 
himiieir  at  tin-  irrt:.ii  buiiiiiiK-mntch,  caiuint  induce  tUo  lurirard 
Hemiit  to  pri>diir-i-  bt-'U-r  tare  than  brKiuf  and  chtttN-,  for  which 
himrueni  iihow«->l  little  appetite  :  and  "  thin  nrmk."  which  unit 
even  k-m  a^rfhtable.    At  lenirth  L)i»  Kinsr  pr*'«aeii  hi«  boMt  on  a 
point  t«i  whii:h  Iik  bad  nturu  tlian  uoce  aliudud,  withuuiubloui- 
inf  a  Mtirifaciory  n-|>ly  : 

Tlirii  vii««  ihp  KtMC. '  hy  Oulyi  grmct 
Tb<->i  «rri  III  n  mr.rtf  placr. 

To  hti-pii  >hto>iid  thou  lure : 
Wliitii  thi>  fnrcBi»r#  (!•  10  r^iit. 
Boiu«lvnir  ihoii  in  IK  lit  Im*«  Jf  tht  bcit, 

Ai;  of  ilrt-  wlMiiwrr; 
I  wi'li  hi>lti  i<  (or  nil  •cuthc, 
Tao-if  h  (h>iu  li*jM  buw  Rtfl  arrowa  bailii 
Ailhiitr  ihu.i  be«t  ■  ¥Yer*.'  '* 
The  Hermit,  in  rr-tum.  expifiNCM  hia  apprehennion  that  hiN 
gueil  means  to  lira*  him  into  »onie  conffHaion  of  oJem^  avaMixt 
Uie  hin'iii  law-,  which,  bi'in.;  betrayed  tu  the  Kine.  micbt  cuat 
him  hi4  hftf.     Kduard  annwurt  b>  frrfh  BbMirai.<*eii  of  M.Tn'ry, 
and  again  uree«  on  hini  the  nKCtfuniiy  of  proninnff  imnto  vcni- 
•oo.    The  Hrrinit  rK|ilie«,  by  oncu  nure  insibtinir  on  the  dii!ii<tf 
incumbunt  uptNi  hiin  us  a  churchman,  ana  cootiiiuea  to  altirm 
r  free  from  ail  mucIi  breachoa  uf  order  :«- 


dias,  lo  wliirli  the  oilier  in  ohiifrd  tn  reptf ,  nrlte  faafw**  ml 
tin:  Frinr  pa]>-fii  niiui)  j<-i>tr  on  the  Kinir'tf  want  of  ncii'M.niw 
fHinii.-linii"^  fiir«.'fr4  the  uorditof  arliun  Tin-  iMpbi  i>  •c-iit  t| 
tbiii  joil)  iioji'iiiii*.  Bi-fore  III*  ili-(>:ir:um  in  the  monni-r.  tic 
kill;.'  ii|ViO:f  bin  revt-ri-nd  hoet  tn  (^ourl,  pr>-niiiv^.  ill  k>i»'..  !• 
n-uiiitf  bia  li>!<ritaht>,  and  t-xiin-Md  «  hiniM-lt'  murh  xm-nni 
with  liiK  i-n'iTf.iiiin:«'iil  Ttie  j'-ily  f.i-nmi  at  li'iitrlb  nmi-»io 
votituri-  ibniii'r.  iiii-l  rn  inouirc  for  Jack  Fi'-icber,  ubirii  i*  !L>i 
ii.':in>'  a^^iinii-il  b>  thr  Kins'.  Aficr  lb<-  Heimit  liii<  liliimii  Cd- 
uanl  ktinit^  f>nl.«  or  ;ii-|,iry,  |lif  jo)«nia  fMiir  iii  i-hmti;  'I'.^t 
K.iiL'  rii-.i'it  hoiiH'.and  n-juin«  hi>  r>tiiiue.  Ai>  ibr  ruiiiaiirr-i 
iiii|irfi-ri.  UP  iiri*  not  rtriiunint'-'l  how  th'*  dinrovcr}  lAtel 
p!iir4: .  but  It  IB  iirnbiibty  nmrb  in  iIm*  i>aiiH- rrt<iiii»-r  Hit  in  nti^r 
iiiirrulivi-*  turiiirie  on  (he  hJiine  ^ub.K'Cl.  when- the  h<»t  t\-\4» 


heiii>M«iofdfi.tii  for  hivinf;  IreHiM^M.-':  «in  llie  n>»i.'*'i-l  duttwiii 
.SniTf-icii.  wbi'e  im:ugiii:o,  w  arr*-cabiy  rarpriAvd  by  Rrcr.i\ia 
lioniiiiri>  and  rew.'ird. 

hi  Mr.  Hiirlnlioriie>  collfctiun,  ttient  i*  a  romance  en  thi 
Kiiiin!  f(.uiidatinn.  railed  Kiiic  Edward  and  the  Hhei'.tH.* 
winch,  ciinontfoit  n^  illiinirfiiini.'  ipnnrH-r»,  m  ^tiii  mor?  rarrfta 
than  Ihi'Kii'ir  and  the  Hi  rinit  ;  biii  it  ii>  fureini  to  (Ik  prniail 
I  ur)MiM.>.  'llif  ri'.idcr  liA*  here  the  tir.cinal  leciT.d  fr<in  «liiffe 
the  iiir.ii|i-iil  in  Ibe  nini'icce  1^  di  rwvtl ;  nii<'  tt.<-  idi-ntifyinf  iht 
irre^rii'ar  Krennle  with  ibe  Knar 'luck  uf  hobm  Houd'«  •loq^ 
wii>  ail  nbvioUH  I  XI  •  dient. 

'I'll- nr:nii>  of  Ivanliif  was  Mic^i^ted  by  an  old  rhjme.  At 
no^t  :^S  I  avi-  bad  o-'cn^ioii  al  "•mv  Imiic  or  other  to  w.^h  vilb  , 
I  f  it.'i-'.itr,  ibitl  Uii*y  knew  where  a  rninmiulity  of  fend  Poml 
wex  >(i  1)1'  bdd.  On  -iK-h  an  ncmition  the  au*h«r  cbarire<l  M 
!  r-il'  In  "T'lnorv  a  rl'.-,nie  rer«'id:i-f  ll.rr-e  iinrn-K  '  f  the  coaiMI 
bin'i  lUti  b)  tile  nnri-hlnr  i«f  the  crirbratcil  Hani|Hten.  lor  fUl^ 
iiu*  till-  BiarK  I'rinci:  a  blow  wiUt  hta  racket,  wiira  tlNj  qu* 
rtiileU  at  tvuuii  ;— 

"  Trinr.  Wlnr.  an.1  IvKiihot, 
r>r  *"ii-.  ne  .>f  *  '  !■■»■, 
Ilairp  'm  ■!i>'  f.TriPQ, 
And  g  imI  hr  ciiulil  »ae:i|w  tn.'* 


"  Many  day  I  haw  hrre  beca, 
And  Arati  mrat  I  cbi  ncv«r, 

But  milk  u(  ihr  kyc: 
Warm  Oifc  well,  and  ft  in  »\ttp, 
Annl  I  will  lap  ihec  wiUi  ny  cup«, 
8ofily  U)  lye  " 
It  woald  eeejn  that  the  mamiarnpt  is  here  imperfeet.  for  we 
to  not  find  tht!  n'a«orui  wliirh  (inaMy  indiire  iIh*  rurtal  Friar  to 
amviid  till*  Kinir'->  cliiNir.     But  arkiiowlfdrini;  hm  fxunx  lo  b** 
■uch  a  "jood  fellow"  aa  li.-ui  seldom  irruoed  bin  LoanI,  the  holy 
man  at  Ivnfth  prcxluc's  the  beiii  his  cell  atfords.    Two  canilleji 
an*  placed  on  a  table,  while  bread  and  linked  |>aiiiies  arf  din- 

RiavCk'  b>  the  IikIiI.  besideit  chutcA  uf  vi-nnHjn,  bnih  snll  nnd 
«ah,  fV.-  n  which  tln-y  it'lerl  c^illo|>s.  "  I  iiiii.'ht  ha««  eaten  my 
bread  dry,  '  «aid  the  Kin«^  "  had  I  not  prvM^.-d  theu  un  Uiv  scorv 
of  arcJicry,  **ut  now  hate  I  dinod  like  a  prince— if  we  had  but 
drink  enow." 

This  ti>u  IS  alTirried  by  the  hoiipitable  anchorite,  who  dis- 
patches an  axuii'iant  tn  feich  a  |M>t  of  four  mitonM  fn-ma  secret 
•Mirner  near  hii«  tied,  and  the  whole  tliree  iiL-t  m  to  !<4-riou.4  dnnk- 
inn.  ThM  arnuvment  is  siiiKmntended  by  the  Friar,  arcordine 
to  tlie  rvcurrciicu  of  ceiiain  fustian  wnnis,  to  be  r»i|iiateri  by 
•very  conipotalor  in  turn  before  ho  drank— a  sr^ecici*  uf  Hirh 
Juikw.  ■■««  It  u  1  .>,  by  which  *.'>ef  reenlated  tlieir  potations,  as 
biaaU  M  pre  SX»  «i  a  Lfttter  U.ims.    Tlie  unc  toper  says A^'V  ten- 


Thewnrd«iu:te<ltheauthor'«;nirp<»peintwomAierialn  _ 

for.  fiTi't,  It  bait  .':n  niicii'il  r.ii4'li*:h  lu.und ;  and,  rrrtttMy.  iteaa* 

veyeit  ISO  iiiihi'iit.<ai  wha-i-^iT  nf  tin'  naturt;  of  ti<f  s'nry.   Hi 

rrTfciimi-ii  ui  hold  ihii*  lhi>t  ■(•lahly  to  lie  of  no  nmsi!  iniranaaea 

W'iti  In  called  a  la--  ini:  title,  K.rvfii  the  din-cl  iritrrt-st  of  ilM 

bnoiii-Hler  or  tutiliobt  r.  w  I  o  by  thia  ineai  m  <Miim>t.nie*  iviis  It 

I  eiliiion  w  bile  ii  la  yet  'laM-'n:  the  pn-M.     But  1:'  tlie  autlior  per 

iiiiifi  an  ot-i>r  neerie  of  at  lent  on  U>  be  drawn  to  Iv*  W(;rk  ers  il 

hiiM  a|i|>«-arf  d,  he  plueeii  hiniKeif  in  the  •int-urraii^inr  coadilM 

'  of  h-.\in:'  cjiciti'd  a  ii-m-e  of  e\|  eclatii>n  which,  if  heiimwi 

nnabli!  to  nni*fy,  \t  an  error  ffiial  to  hii   literary  repulatKft 

lk-mdf-4.  when  we  oMfi  nich  a  title  as  tliu  (•uiii'owder  PloLM 

any  oilier  connei-tcd  wiih  p-neral  history.  ef4ch  r^-hiler.  l«Mil 

ho  hap  sfi-n  thi-  b(M)k.  Uns  forn  eil  to  hiniM'li'  umtn  \}tTiityim 

ioen  of  the  sort  of  inanner  in  whwli  the  r'.ury  m  to  te  ctKiductrf 

and  iUf  nr.ltire  of  the  u.n*UM  meni  whtcli  be  is  to  derivv  fmnit 

'  III  lbi»  he  IS  I  robhlly  i<ii>api>i>intrd,  nnd  in  Ibnl  ca^e  Disjrbl 

I  naiurally  lli•|ln^«.■d  tovifcit  up«iii  the  author  or  ibe  work,  ll-eaa 

!  pleakitpl  fr^-liiKH  thnu  excited.    In  Mich  a  caiif  rlM>  liieriiryaa 

I  venturer  is  reni'iin-d.  not  for  hoMiir  niitiM'd  the  mark  si  »Nicl 

;  h>'  himiielf  a:iiM-<i.  t>ut  for  nnt  haviiiK  shot  off  his  alwiA  la  • 

din  etion  be  n<-vi-r  Ibnu.-hi  of. 

till  the  fiMi'.nir  of  unrf»>rM-d  cnnimiinication  which  thei> 
thor  has  e4txjli4bed  wiih  trip  ri-ai:*  r.  hi-  inny  liere  ao4  ths 
trifiins  ciieiiiiMiHnei-.  ihai  a  mil  of  .Nor.nan  wsrriurr.  ocmmiil 
in  the  Auchinlerk  Maouacript,  caw  him  tlie  iVrmidabte  dim 
of  Front-de  B'Mif. 

Ivanhoe  wDs  hishly  'ucces^ftil  upon  its  appcaninee,  snd  WV 
be  said  to  have  )>ri>ciiri-d  tor  iNaiiihorthc  I'ifdLrmof  llieRaM 
since  he  ha^  e\vr>-!nre  been  |<-rniittt-d  to  exerci»e  h:?  po»CfS* 
fictitious  cmnpo^iiion  in  CiiKlntui.  im  well  >ir  Sm  iland. 

The  chararter  of  ihe  fair  Jhuim  found  so  much  ftvev ■ 
the  eyes fif some  fair  rt-adt-r'^.  thai  the  writer  waii  t«.T4ied,b^ 
!  cauH<>,  w  hhi  arranrinr  the  faten  of  the  cbnracursof  Uieuna^ 
he  had  not  artsiffwd  t!ie  hai.d  of  M'llfred  to  Kebucca.  ralM 
than  the  |i-m  inl<»ieiiiir  Roweiia.  But.  not  to  n.ent:<»  IM* 
llui  prejudices  of  the  apt*  rendf  red  i>uc.h  an  union  alnn^t  i» 
po«4ili|e.  the  .iiiibor  n:ny.  in  '•.'.^•liinr.  ob>t-r\e,  that  helliinltf* 
diameter  of  a  hit-hly  \irtuous  and  lofty  f>Tnmii.  is  demdM 
railMr  than  evaltrd  by  nn  attf-mt>t  to  reward  v.rtiie  with  ls» 
liiral  jiroM-«;rny.  Such  is  not  the  recom:-rne  which  f 
deiic«-  has  deenn-d  worihi  nrMilferinr  merit,  aid  it  i«  a  da 
nnd  fatal  doctrine  m  t.-ach  munp  persona.  Ihf  miwt  1 — — - 
r»Bder<  of  nmnnce,  that  rertuude  of  condort  ami  of  prmr^w 
are  either  naturally  allied  with,  or  adeiiuatcly  rtrwanled  by.tM 
trratincaiinn  t>f  our  i<aio>ion'.  <ir  attainnien'  of  our  wi-hea* 
a  word,  if  a  virtnoiiK  and  si-lfden-id  chnrndtr  is  diswi^J 
wiih  temporal  wehith,  «.Te^^^e«^.  rank,  or  the  iiidulrrrtM| 
«uch  a  raahly  forme  d  or  ill  a-i-orK  d  paaMicin  as  that  of  B«*'J2 
for  IvnniKHt,  the  reader  wiil  l»e  ai-t  to  nay.  venly.  Virtm-  hsaMi 
its  ivw<trd.  i:ut  a  u  mce  nn  the  r"  a'  piciure  of  life  will  slK** 
that  thi-  du'iesof  •«  If  .:ei,ial.  and  the  sncrilice  of  i ««<■><  ■ 
prinriple.  are  M-ldoin  ihu-i  n-minierak-d  ,  ami  ih-it  ilie  inif 
coniiciouiim-«e  of  iheir  hirb-minded  oiseluir^  oi"  duty,  pfe* 
on  their  own  rel'eciinnsa  more  iidefpiatr  ieronii*n«,  la  *■■ 
form  vf  that  |«ace  which  the  world  caiuiot  ffi%«  or  ttka  vnh 
A^POTsFonn. 
\tt  Sepiem!>er.  isSO. 

*  l.i>r  ih»  Mfrm.i.  <hr  f<hr];'h«rd  lna^r•^aTc•rlrsmo«r■tlh»binf'■C'lf 

i  till  'iV  PM  .ir  •  ••i"  a  •iiiiff.  mil  'if  a  t-iu  :  lik«  ih«  llrrinil.  titi,  hf  ,hM^y 

P'C'U.^r  j-hriin*  of  rori  v  •  Ulitn.  Itir  ►■pu  aw'-  .  ^*ii.ir'»if  m  •"•«  •^■•J* 

(iinnaiil  Ht::ifi  tii-l      l^uf  i-.iii  «<  nn-'  vtirnxt  wlial  hnKOiU  t^^ 

IcctUira  fsufed  iu  irn*  (pcc.ia  vfsiit'cr.tfa  .  hul 
"  I  warranl  ll  provad  so  sxcuse  fnr  lbs  flM^" 
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Mvea  tMTWMMWD  AND  DKaB  SiR, 

Jl  ii  aramiif  nriinumrr  tn  mention  thA  vnnmii  «ito  HMiearrinf 
Mtfon*  wliirli  iiidun*  im*  Ui  pmri*  vn'ir  nnine  at  iIh*  (lemt  i>f  tliM 
Miiiwin);  work.  Y<*t  tlHtrliifr  iif  l)i«!«:  nuiminii  ninr  imrhniM 
ii  r«Ai(i-<l  l>y  tKn  tmiiurffr-iiiinN  of  tliti  pfrrornmnn*.  (.'«iuiii  1 
lltwv  tiMCif d  In  niiidfr  it  wurthy  nf  your  i*Mtn)niii;r,  Ihp  imhlin 
Vtcid  Nf  ■iii'^  lint-'!  iw^^n  <li«  pr(n>rii>ty  nf  mitrrihriir  N  work 
iMifnpd  III  illtiNtrntK  ihi*  doinffitin  niiiHiuilKni  iif  Kinrlnnri.  niut 

EiraiMrly  of  our  rtn^nn  riin'fiithurii.  to  tlif*  Iinm'vl  author  til* 
Cii^^r-t  ii(MHi  iliA  H'ini  ur  Kins  ripiiui*,  ami  on  ttii<  Lnmlii 
uwi4  5y  iiim  u(M*n  tliu  |?airiinonr  of  t*K  Pnier.  I  urn  t»>ii- 
•CHNiik  «.  ^T^vi'f.  thai  llin  ttlixhi,  uii4iiliiirn<*iury,  ani  invinJ 
nMiM.".  «-i  wrciirli  Ww  ntwilt  of  my  nnliiiunrimi  ntiioiirrhcN  lifu 
Moi  ir.i'rt'ditil  in  ilif  rollowifir  iint.-«iA.  inkm  thy  work  rnim  un* 
tfv  thi'.  cla<w  whirh  limm  thi'  proud  motto.  Uetur  dlKniorL 
Qotha  L'«n:rary.  I  (*'Ht  I  nhnll  incur  tiH.*  criMum  of  pn'Miiiipticiii 
It  pttrinx  tlir  venonihlc  imnm  of  Dr.  Junnii  Dryn^luiii  at  thL>  heiut 
•f  ■  puhhratiim.  whir.h  ilii!  monr  rrnv*!  oiihi|unry  will  |N>r1i.tpi 
Ctawwith  ihr  iiile  novrla  nnii  nimnni^-iiof  thfday.  I  nm  uniiouM 
lawiiKliciiiA  myMtlfirorn  nurh  n  ■'.h.i'-si^  -,  for  nlihoiiifh  i  niieht 
taHt  tu  ^Kir  rriMii1»liip  for  Mil  a^Miiotty  in  ytiur  KytHi.  yi*i  1  wouhi 
■•I  wilhiif ly  •land  roiivicffld  in  rhiM*  ■>r  ilw  puhhe  of  $o  frmvi' 
m  Ennw,  u  my  fuori  luiu)  lue  to  ajitinipate  my  boinc  charyud 
With. 

I  mut  therefore  mmind  you.  tliat  when  we  flr^t  talked  ovnr 
iH'Uier  that  cliui*  of  pr<Mhii-tion4.  in  one  of  which  rhe  private 
•wlfiinii!y  nffiur^  of  your  li-n-if-l  norihein  frh-iid.  Mr.  (Mdbuck 
■f  MonkbianM.  vnrv  wiunjiMritinhly  oxiHnmd  to  thu  imbhR,  aomi* 
4iKaii«i'tn  orrurrcd  betwct'n  un  r<inc«>niinir  ihc  cauM:  of  Uie 
PofMlanty  Mhmh  wi*rki«  hnvt:  a:iniii*>d  hi  thn  iille  !\it*\  whir.h, 
wbaiever  oilier  nK>nt  tiiey  |ioii>H-iiii.nitMt  h«>  admittuil  to  bn  hantily 
•nrtan,  and  in  violation  of  rvnry  rul«*  aMiciUMl  to  the  e)Ni|it>ia. 
kaamMMlUvii  m  be  yiHir  o)iiiiii>ii.  dim  the  rharin  lay  ••ntiruif 
!■  the  an  with  which  tlw  unknown  nuthor  had  iivailed  htinM'lf, 
liiie««i>r!imd  M'PhoriMin.  of  thi>  nntniunrinn  uton-ii,  wliirJi  lay 
Katteml  around  liiui.  iiupplyiii;r  hn  own  tiHtul^^nc*'  or  poverty 
■f  wventioM.  by  tli^  incidrnrri  wlii«-.h  hnd  af^ttially  taken  plan; 
iililar*iuntr>-  nt  no  dminni  ^lonod.  by  intrudueiiii;  real  rharnc- 
Nn,  and  M-arnc(y  luppniiiAin^r  n-al  iiaine^.  It  wn«  not  above 
■Biy  or  leveniy  yi^ar.*,  you  ohitcn-cJ.  mitiM  ttte  whole  nortii  of 
fcatland  warf  under  a  utato  of  irovi'mii»»ni  nrarly  k*  Mimph'  an'l 
■■IMitnairhat  an  thoite  of  our  soud  aJlien  the  Mohawkn  and 
■aqaiMiL  Admiti'inethnt  the  n>ithorc»nnoihiin«*tifb(^  kupikiiwmI 
khB«««ri!iH<M-fl  ihoae  tiim*^.  he  iimsl  have  livi«d.  you  ob-«!rved, 
iBAfiepi'rwHiii  who  had  Bci»'d  and  Nutfi'rt'd  in  thorn  ;  and  even 
vitbiR  iheiie  tliiriy  ypani,  Mich  an  iniinile  change  I1114  lak*'n 
PjMpiQ  I  lie  manner  ■  of  Hciitinnd,  that  ni>fn  liMjk  bank  uiNin  the 
iabiiji  of  Norii'tv  proiier  lo  rhtir  iiont'Mi.'ite  aiiroridhr^.  nn  wn 
2>on  Ihtwe  of  Lho  reim  ofQu'^cn  Anm*,  or  even  Uie  ntmnd  of 
■•  Revolution.  Haviiir  thu-«  mttlvrifliri  of  every  kimi  lyinif 
l^cwail  around  hiin.  there  wns  little,  yju  obiM>r«ed,  tu  enibarniM 
■■I  auilior.  but  the  dilK'^ulty  of  nhuire.  ll  waa  no  winder, 
fkne^we.  lAni,  hnvific  \n*tnin  to  work  a  mine  m>  pleniiftil,  he 
^nid  have  denvi'd  IVoni  Iim  workd  fully  more  credit  and  profit 
■Utile  facdity  of  hiH  iMbniim  merited. 

r  (an  Icoiild  not  den>)  >he  •foneral  truth nftheite  con- 
ic, I  cAnmit  but  think  ii  riirnnipi  liiat  no  attempt  lian  been 
e  lo  exrito  an  interest  fur  ihe  iriidjiion<t  an'l  maiinem  of  Old 
laad.  mmiliir  lu  Hint  which  Iiak  been  ohiuiiii>d  in  behalf  of 
2J*ofo<ir  i»oon>.r  and  le^ii  nclchraled  ncirhUiuriL  Tlie  Kcn- 
■li  gicen.  ihbu:.'h  it4  ••••«  i»  more  onrient.  oueht  ■'urvly  to  Im'  a* 
^rio  o<ir  f«^'line>i,  um  the  varu'intfil  riirinnH  of  thn  north.  The 
■iwur  Robin  Ho<i'l.  if  duly  conjured  with,  xhouM  rai««t  a  npint 
*P  1000  a»  that  of  Ilob  Koy  ;  and  th<*  patriotH  of  Enfland  de- 
jf^  no  le«<i  their  renown  in  r.ur  modern  eircle«,  than  the 
pvcM  and  WaJlaeeA  of  Cniodonia.  If  the  rictMicry  of  thu  noiith 
*"I^MroniHniic  and  kuhlime  tlinn  tlmt  of  the  northern  moun- 
■i**iii  mutil  be  allowed  to  poH^^Nf  in  the  uniue  proiiorlion  ituiie- 
lQf*«ftn^M  and  t>enuty ;  and  uHin  th>t  whole,  we  feel  ouni«*lviM 
•Wled  LufxciMim  with  tlie  putriotir.  Syri.iu— '*  An*  not  Phar- 
mr  and  Abana,  riven  of  Dumawu*,  better  titan  all  the  rivvn 
■fUiteh" 

'^r  olii^etinna  tn  men  an  at t'tmpt,  my  dear  Doctor,  were, 
2|]**>y  lenieiiiher,  two-  fidd.  You  iiMHteil  u|M»ri  the  iulvantaces 
*piRh  itn>  Scoinman  po^^-Hj-'d,  from  Uie  very  recent  exi!<teiioe 
2  (hat Ma,te of  Micieiy  in  wliich  hu  scene  wtu  lo  be  laid.— 
{■Uy  DOW  alive,  y<Mj  remarked,  well  remi'inN'rrd  per^imt  who 
T*  ^tOf|]yiML*n  llM  celebr.iicd  Koy  M'^rexor,  but  had  feasted, 
pdevi-ii  foiicht  with  liini.  All  liio-w  minute  circumntniicehbe- 
^^io^tn  private  I ifi*  and  dunieiiiR  character,  nil  lliut  iti^e* 
r|[1piBiliUide  to  a  narrative,  and  niilividuality  tu  the  (leriionri  in- 
^v'**^'''  itoiili  known  and  remembered  in  Scotland ;  wtiereaii 
*  *atfiad,  avilua*4oo  haa  been  ao  lony  complota,  that  our 


ideal  nf  our  amrefltnr*  are  nnlr  to  be  vleiuied  fmfn  mvety  racArdi 
and  chrunich'M,  tlw  nuthorw  of  which  wi^ni  iM>rn*r«-lr  Ut  h«f« 
nuniipiretl  Ut  ^upiiniw  in  their  naimtiveii  ail  inlercNiintf  detaik^ 
in  onlnr  to  And  room  fur  tlowinv  of  nionkiHh  eliHi-emrv.  or  trtti 
rtittectiimi  ufMin  mf>nil.«.  To  match  an  KiisImIi  find  a  rtrotuiili 
QUtbor  in  the  n\al  luKk  ofi'mbmlymr  and  rfvivins  tlie  iradiHona 
of  their  r»Hi|M»r»ivo  conn  1  new.  would  b««.  you  "Jlrtf»"d,  in  tht 
hurhcHi  derree  uiie<iual  tuid  uigni*!-  The  ricoiti^h  mainc.ian,  yo« 
mid,w:i4.  like  Lucnn'M  witrh,  el  lil»erty  «o  wiilk  oier  ihe  recent 
held  of  batili*.  niid  to  Miloct  fur  the  Ruhje<-I  of  rcituACiiaTiiHi  bf 
hi*  aorcerien.  a  biidy  who^o  hnib.-«  had  rfct-ntly  •pin-erfHl  wtt« 
exiflenee.  and  whuiw  throat  had  but  jii^i  ui(en>d  the  laetrHiieof 
aguny.  .Hiich  a  Mibject  hvi>ii  tin-  |H>weniii  llricho  wa»  cihoiwIUi4 
to  Mdert,  lu  alone  cepkblu  uf  bouic  rvanuuated  eveu  by  ktr 
tiotent  mafic— 

a*IMa»  Inn  Mrw(«ta  mMnllM, 
i'ulnioiii*  nciilt  alAiiiM  «iii^  %^liM-r*  fllinu 
liivcnit,  .1  vuwiu  tlMl'uncUi  in  cwriiur.  quarlb 

The  Enrtinh  author,  on  the  other  hand,  without  ituitpoamir  htm 
lom  of  a  conjuror  than  the  Northern  Warluek,  can,  you  ob*«nr«d. 
orly  have  tlwi  liberty  of  lu'lectinc  hiii  riubject  ainidat  tlie  du#l  er 
iintiguity,  when*  iiothini;  wan  to  be  found  but  dry,  fnideaa, 
numlderinr.  and  ili-uoiiiti*>t  bonet,  nii:h  im  ihi»M>  which  ftlind  th« 
valley  of  Jehoehaphat  You  e.\pr«i«iied,  bemdea.  your  a|i|in*iieM> 
Rnm.  that  tlie  uninlrintic  4irejmiice«  of  my  ciiuntrym»o  wouM 
not  allow  fair  play  to  aucIi  n  work  a*  that  uf  which  I  end««vo«re4 
to  diMnaiiMirato  tJic  pn«tinble  tiuceiv^.  And  thi«,  yttu  naid,  waa 
not  entintly  owiiur  to  the  nion*  reintml  pn-juiii'w  in  favour  of 
tliat  which  in  fon>ifn,  but  tliat  it  n-iiieil  (mrtly  uimmi  improbabi- 
Iiti(r4,  ariaine  out  of  tiie  cirruiii#iaiice4  in  whicii  tlie  Bnfliah 
reailer  i%  plained.  If  you  dewribe  tu  tiun  a  net  of  wilu  maniHVRL 
and  a  fltaie  of  ^irimitivx*  wiciety  eii«iin^  in  the  Hirhlanda  nr 
Scjitlanil,  he  in  mudi  dis|M)K>d  tu  nt-i|ui<>Are  in  ilio  trulli  of  what 
14  n^Hi'rtfd.  And  ri'a«>n  m  Kill.  If  liv  be  of  the  ordinary  cIbm  of 
rcadem.  ho  Iibk  either  iievt-r  iii>f>n  tiuMe  remote  di.'ttrirt*  at  all,  or 
he  hn^  waiiden'd  throuirh  ttioK  d«>i<)l.iie  n>irionfi  in  ilie  c.uuraa 
of  a  !<uiniiier  ti'ur,  eatinc  bad  dime  r^.  hUvpiiur  on  truckle  beda 
i<ialkiiiK  from  depolatiuu  (o  deMiiiition,  and  fully  pn'pared  to 
believii  ihf  htran;fi>>i  thinfM  that  cijuKI  bi.*  I. 'id  hini  of  a  people, 
wild  and  extravNL-niit  eniiii«li  to  be  attached  tu  »ceiiiT]r  ao  ex- 
traordinary. Hut  ihe  iQim<>  worthy  (wmMMi.  w  lion  placed  in  hia 
own  KiiiiB  |»arloiir.  and  aurruunded  by  ail  the  comrorta  of  aa 
RnirliHhiiiiui'ii  rtn"«i<l*>.  is  not  tialf  no  much  diapo«ed  tu  Nilievs 
that  hik  own  aiewiiloni  led  a  very  ditfereni  lifi<  fVum  hinuMilf  | 
that  the  Hhatfered  tower,  which  now  formN  n  \i«lafrom  bi«  win* 
dew, once  held  a  hanm  who  would  hove  hun»  hiin  up  at  hiaowa 
d(M)r  without  any  fonn  nf  truil ;  Uint  the  hindu,  by  wImmd  hit 
little  [HU-farm  in  inenainMl,  a  few  n-nturiei  ai:o  wuuld  havebeea 
his  Man**  :  and  ttuil  the  romrlete  intluence  of  feudal  tyranof 
once  eAtumUid  over  the  neirhliouriiiK  viliare,  w  lienj  the  attorney 
ia  now  n  man  of  morn  iniportaiioe  than  tlie  'urd  of  ifee  manor. 

While  I  uwii  the  force  of  tluHn*  otijecliun*.  I  raunt  oonfeaa,  at 
the  Name  time,  ihiit  tliey  do  nut  appear  to  me  to  be  altogether  !■• 
nirmouniabie.  TIk)  acaiilineMi  of  nialoriil*  in  indi'edi  a  Akiiih 
dablediini-iilty:  but  no  one  know*  kH'tter  than  Dr.  DryaadiuC, 
Unit  to  thfiac  dofply  nnd  in  antiuuity.  hinta  concemina  th« 
private  life  of  our  aiiceiton  lie  atntterod  thruu::h  the  pa^ea  of 
our  vanotiA  hi^tftrianM.  beariiiff,  indeed,  a  alender  prf>purtinn  to 
the  other  nntier«  of  which  tliey  lri*at,  but  Rtiil,  when  cul|i!e*ed 
tufetlier,  miincienl  to  thr«iw  rundiderahle  lifflii  uiKm  the  ait 

r^Pfe  of  iHir  forefather!  ;  indeed.  I  am  convinced,  thai  however 
myiH'lf  may  fad  in  the  emniinir  attempt,  yet  with  nuire  labour 
in  nollec'inc,  or  more  nkiU  in  Ui«> nr,  tlie  materiaU  within  liia 
reach.  illUHlraled  a«  they  have  be<>n  by  the  lab«mrri  of  Dr.  Henry, 
of  tlM>  lau*  Mr  s<tru!t.  and,  above  all,  of  Mr  >'haron  IXirncr,  1 
ahh'r  hand  woulil  have  been  MiCd-itafql ;  and  ilivrtofure  1  1 
b«'forehand,  atminat  any  argument  which  may  be  fouiidr 
failure  of  ihc  pren'nt  exiNTunent. 

On  the  other  h/md.  t  have  already  Raid,  that  if  any  thinv  liko 
a  true  picture  of  old  llnirlish  maiiiiera  could  be  drawu,  I  wnnl4 
iruKt  tu  rhe  affod-imruie  and  fvod  aenM  uf  my  cuuntrjrnwn  for 
imuirinir  its  fa\uurable  reecptiun. 

Jlavinr  thui  ntphed,  to  tlie  beat  of  my  {tower.  *o  the  flrat 
clanii  of  your  objectinna,  oral  leuat  htfvine  ahown  my  reimltttiun 
tu  overleap  the  barrieni  which  your  pruucncc  ha*  aiaed,  I  will 
be  brief  ui  leiticing  that  which  la  mon'  peculiar  to  uivaelf.  It 
n«*nned  to  be  your  opinion,  that  th**  v*fry  utflce  of  an  antiqaary, 
emplo)-e«l  in  rrnve,  aud.  a«  ihevulmr  will  tNimetimeaalieirB,  la 
ti*ili«onie  and  ininut*i  renearch,  mu>«t  be  ronoidered  na  iiicapaei> 
tatinf  him  from  Kucceasfully  comiKHimlinc  a  tnle  of  tin*  aorL"* 
But  tterinit  me  to  nay.  my  dear  CkKMiit ,  Ci\«L\  W\\^  «k«)|M.V>MTv^ 
nithar  tunnai  than  wbaXanXittX.  \v\avnA.VMa\m!^mifiDX«*aaa> 
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pnnitinna  mirht  not  «ait  fhe  wvwrer  frniu*  nf  our  fhvnd  Mr. 
Oidlmrk.  Wt  Horace  Wal^Nilc  wrntf  h  pibiin  UU*  which  hiu 
UiriiliHl  thrtHjeh  nmny  •  txiMiin  ;  auH  (i«?orp>  Clht  maid  inii»f«r 
■Jl  tiif  piiyiul  fiMrinn'ioii  of  a  humour,  d^  dpiiiUtful  a«  ii  wan 
anrummuii,  into  hi*  Ahridr^nifnl  of  the  Anrienl  M«-trical  Rn- 
niHiimit  iSo  that,  huMe%tfr  I  may  ha^Y  occamiiii  to  rue  my  pre- 
aiMit  audn^.iiy,  1  have  at  iva#t  Uie  iDu«t  lUMpecUble  procedejila  in 
iby  favour.  * 

Hull  the  «<rerer  antiiiuary  may  think,  ttiai,  br  thui  interminv- 
linr  tirtion  with  truth.  I  am  Mlutinif  thi;  well  of  history  with 
miMi*;rn  invetiti<m«,  and  iminvHunff  uiKin  the  riHinr  fonrralion 
falw  ideaaur  the  act*  whirh  I  <ieiM*rihc.  I  ranmit  but  in  numi- 
a^ufe  admit  t)io  rorcf  of  tliu  reanomnf,  whicli  1  yet  bope  Co 
travrriw  by  thn  follow inr  r«m«id«ratMinii. 

li  ijt  tniH,  Uiat  i  neitlinr  cnn,  nor  do  pn-tfnd,  ro  th^  observation 
of  eomfilifto arcumcy, oven  in maiUriiorouiHard cuaiume, much 
Ihm  III  Ut*"  more  inipuriant  fiomi«  of  lunmuxe  and  maanenk— 
But  tlte  Mune  motive  whirh  prevent*  my  wriiiiiff  tlie  liialucue  of 
Uiepiooe  m  Anrhi-Havun  or  in  Norman  Pr^nRli,  and  whirli  pro- 
hibit* my  iwndinc  'orili  to  the  m"'>1ic  Itiiii  f^tay  prtntifd  with  liie 
typ«»  of  Caxion  rr  Wynk«'n  d^  Worde.  prevent*  my  atlMmplmr 
to  confine  my»rlf  wiilun  tlie  limit*  of  the  period  in  which  my 
■tory  i*  laid.    It  -"i  n«*nc»«>ary.  for  exr.itiiis  intrruft  of  any  kmd, 
tlwl  Uw  ■ubj(>ct  pa>itined  *hoaIri  N*.  a*  it  were.  tran*lated  into 
tlM  mnnnen,  u  weU  lu  Hm  lan^uaxeof  theapi  we  live  m.— 
Ku  Aweiintion  ha«  e«er  bi't'n  Nltarhrd  to  Oriental  litoraiure. 
equal  to  tliat  produced  by  Mr.  GaJland**  Rr^l  tinimlation  of  the  | 
Arabian  Tale* ;  in  which,  retaminr  on  tlie  oiwhand  the  *pien-  i 
doer  of  Eautern  niKtiime.  and  on  liie  oUier  the  wi:diiPMi  of  Eniii-  | 
•m  Action,  he  miviil  ihifMi  with  junt  *o  much  ordinary  ft-elinf 
■Dii  ttxpntMiim,  an  r^ndt*rvd  tliem  inlon*Hfing  and  intelhirible, 
wnile  heabndred  the  lone- whtdud  nHrniii\e*,rurtoiltid  tint  mo-  * 
B«>tonuu*  reded Krite.  and  rtyeeied  tlie  endle**  reiK:(ilioii*orthG 
Arabian  ornrinal.      The  talc*,  therefure,   thoufli  le^*  iMirfly 
Oriental  than  in  their  hnit  conroiMion.  were  eminently  beiiei 
Ittad  for  tiiv  EuroiMwn  markoi.and  nbtniofd  an  unrivalled  oe^rv*; 
ofiiublie  favour,  whicli  tliey  certainly  would  iNt^er  have  gained  ' 
)iad  not  the  numnem  and  myle  been  in  wm*'  deirrae  familiaiiwd  ; 
lu  tlie  feelinr*  nnti  haliHa  uf  tlie  we*tcm  render. 

In  point  of  juKt ice,  therefore,  to  Uie  inultitede*  who  will.  I  I 
tniMt,  devour  thi*  book  with  avidity.  I  have  *o  far  explained  our 
ancient  maiioefa  In  modem  lanauaire,  and  so  far  detailed  the  I 
eliaracten  and  iM*ntim«^nt*of  my  twri>ua*,  that  the  modt:rn  reader 
%nll  not  find  him*elf.  I  «h.iu!d  hope,  mu^h  tramini'lled  by  the 
Vppulrtirudryne**  of  men>  aiiti<iuity.  In  thi*.  i  rc*pecirnlly  con- 
lend.  I  have  in  no  r«»peet  exceeded  tlie  fair  iicen*e  due  Ui  t^!c 
author  of  a  nctirimu  compiHiition.  Tlie  late  iuffuniou*  Mr. 
Btfuti,  in  hi*  romance  of  Qii«'t)n-Hoo- Hall,'  acted  upon  anolhttr 
fuinciple  :  and  in  di*tinpii*hinic  between  what  waji  ancii-nt  and 
modern,  forirot,  a*  it  appear*  to  me,  that  exuinmve  neutral 
rnmnd.  the  larce  proportion,  that  m.  of  mannen  and  *enii- 
mentJ  which  are  C4immon  to  u*  and  to  our  aneesior*,  ha  vine 
been  handed  down  unaltered  from  them  tou*.  or  which,  arinne 
oat  of  the  priiicii  lo*  of  nur  common  nature,  muKi  have  exuted 
alike  in  eitlier  *taie  of  *ociety.  in  Unit  manner,  a  man  of  talen', 
and  of  fff«at  anti<iuarian  eruditinn,  limited  tlii-  impularity  of  hi* 
work,  by  exciudinc  from  it  every  thing  which  waji  not  ralfi- 
eienlly  obsolete  to  be  aliooetiier  fvjriroiten  and  unintelliiphle. 

Tlie  liceiiMe  which  I  wou'd  here  vindicate,  i*  *o  n«>ei'*iiary  to 
the  execution  of  my  plan,  tiiat  I  will  crave  your  patience  while 
I  illuatrate  my  argument  a  little  Airtiier. 

He  who  firit  open*  Chaucer,  or  any  other  ancient  poet,  i*  lo 
■Mich  atrank  with  the  obwiele  *pi'liina,  muliiidied  C4jn«onant!i, 
and  anci<iuared  aptvarance  of  Ui«  lanaua«!e,  that  he  i*  apt  lo  lay 
the  work  down  in  de*pair,  a^  encni*ted  too  deep  with  the  ru4i 
of  anliiiaitir.  ki  permit  hi*  judnng  of  iN  merits  or  taatiof  it^ 
beaatieo.  But  if  lonie  mtellieent  and  accomplished  friend 
point*  oat  to  him.  thai  the  difflcultieii  by  which  he  i*  riaitled 
are  more  in  appe^ranor*  than  ranlity,  if,  by  readinir  aloud  to  him, 
cr  by  redneinf  tlie  ordinary  words  to  the  modem  orthography, 
be  oatiifie*  hi*  pro*elyte  Uiat  only  about  on*  tenth  iiart  of  the 
word*  employed  are  in  fact  ob^oletit.  tluf  novice  may  he  eajiily 
Miauaded  to  approach  the  "  well  of  ISiigtiah  undetile<l,"  with 
Ihe  eertainty  that  a  *leiidcr  deeree  of  petnmcc  will  enable  him 
to  eitjor  both  the  humour  and  tlie  iiatliiM  with  which  old  Geof- 
liey  driigl AkI  the  a?e  of  C'nw*y  ami  of  Foictien. 

To  puraue  thi*  a  llirle  fbrtlivr.  if  our  neo^rtiyte.  atmng  in  the 
■«w-bom  low  of  antiffuity.  were  t^i  undertake  to  imitate  what 
he  had  Imrni  to  admire,  it  miMt  be  allowtd  he  would  act  tery 
Imodicioualy,  if  he  were  to  aeiect  fhim  tlie  Gluaiary  tlie  obmi 
lete  word*  which  it  contain*,  and  employ  tlio#e  i-iclu*i\-ely  of 
all  plinuMM  and  vonahle*  retaiinMl  in  modem  day  a  Tlii^  wa* 
the  error  of  the  unfonunatu  I'hatterton.  In  order  to  give  Iim 
languam  the  anpearance  of  antupiity.  lie  ivjected  every  word 
that  waa  modem,  and  pniduced  a  dialect  eniirely  diffrrent  fVom 
any  that  had  ever  been  ii|ioken  in  Ureal  Britain.  He  who  would 
Imitate  an  ancient  I amruaee  with  Mince**.  mu*t  aiu;nd  rathei  to 
Ita  fframmalir^  character,  turn  of  expren^ion,  and  nH>de  of 
arrangement,  than  labour  to  collect  extraordinar>-  and  untiiiuated 
lereu,  w4iieh,  a*  I  havo  Hlnmdy  averred,  do  nut  in  ancient  au- 
thor* approa'jh  the  nuinhor  of  word*  *till  in  u*c.  lli<raL'li  iierhap* 
•ooMwIiat  altered  ui  auu*e  aud  «pelling,  ui  tlie  proportion  uf  one 
to  ten. 

What !  have  applied  to  lanraue.  ii  still  more  jn*tly  applica- 
ale  to  fcntimenK  and  manner*.  Tlie  paiwi'iii*.  the  aourreii IVian 
which  ihe*e  mu«t  *prina  in  all  thfir  niodirications.  are  gene- 
laliy  the  Name  in  all  raak*  aii-i  condition*,  all  countrie*  and 
ages :  and  it  follow*,  a*  a  matter  of  onurw.  that  the  opinion*, 
habiu  of  thinking,  and  aetiumi.  however  influenced  by  tlie  pe- 
culiar stale  of  aoriety,  must  still,  ap^in  the  whole,  b<ar  a  atrunf 
fMvrablai>ee  to  each  of  tier.  Our  anoe^or*  were  net  mure  di*- 
tiHct  nrnm  u*.  Barely .  than  Jew*  are  from  Christian* :  Hiey  liad 
"eyes,  iiand*.  organ*,  dimension*.  *en*f'«,  atTeclion*.  panMon* :" 
w««*'fod  with  iIm  aaiue  food,  hurt  witli  llio  *aiue  weapon*, 
nw  Mtihar  hmJ  rrrimf  (hi*  iHMthwmrui  wark  of  Mr.  Suau.  Btc 
^'italSM*  to  16*  H'arcr/cy  Aev«ii,fL  ai. 


rabject  to  tlie  Mme  dieeasea.  warmed  and  roolw 
winter  ond  »unini<'r,'*  a*  ourM-lve*.  Tlie  trnor 
tlieir  affect loiiM  and  Oitlinp:,  muvt  tia\«  dome  Um 
pro|iortiun  to  r>ur  'iwii. 

It  fiillow*.  ilicrefoie.  that  of  the  materinU  wh 
ha*  to  u*e  in  a  rt^mance,  or  tirTi'ifiun  ri<ni|<(taiit 
have  ventured  in  ari«nipi.  Ii«'  Miii  lino  ttiNi  a  grn 
both  of  Innpuarc  and  niannenc  if  m  pio|i«-r  to  Ih 
an  to  those  in  which  lie  ha*  Imd  hi*  time  of  acii 
doni  of  choice  which  thia  nlli.-w*  him.  is  th 
rr<>ater,  and  the  difUcuiiy  nf  hi*  ta«k  n.uf*h  moi 
thiin  at  ArHi  apiiear*.  To  tuke  nn  illu^irniinn  frt 
tli«  antifinarian  detail*  may  t>e  lOiid  to  n-pitiMi 
ftMltnte*  of  a  iMndKca^ie  under  delineation  of  rh 
feudal  lower  niU!>t  ari^  in  Oiif  •■.iijeri)  ;  t]i<-  fipi 
introduce*  mu*t  )>a\e  the  rofMiim-  rmii  chisractt-i 
the  pi4>CM  mu*t  repreHcni  the  r-i''*ii'iar  fenture* 
whicli  he  lie*  choM«)  for  hi«  llll^jl•(■l,  wiiliall  i 
elevation  of  rock,  or  preripiKiifne  c«'ni  ffraian 
nil  colonrtnr,  ton.  miint  li«<  rii|iii«i  rri>n:  Nnruie: 
bi>  clouded  or  Keren**,  arrnnlini;  lo  the  c::ni:itc  a 
tint*  niUHi  he  tho*e  whirli  pn-xnil  in  a  tiiifiriil  I 
Ua  the  painter  is  hound  dnun  ^y  tli**  nilio  of  hi 
cise  iniiinliuti  of  the  ffninn-r  of  Naiurf-.  I>ui  it 
that  h-*hould  dcKcend  lo  ruiv  nil  hcruitni-  niiM 
reprenenf  with  ab*o!ute  PSHrTiH-Mii  the  very  In  ib<f 
trctw,  with  which  the  *|-ot  n*  dcrornti  d  'I  lti-M> 
tlie  mors  minute  pointy  of  likhi  and  >h(idow, 
|>roper  to  acenery  in  gi-iierhl.  iiAtnni)  to  enrh  ^itut 
ject  lo  thearti*l'ii  diApoNHl.  a«  h>  in>tp  or  |-UnMi 

It  i*  true,  that  thi*  licfn!(«>  \*  ror.fint'ii  m  •■■il.i 
|e-iiiinate  h«Mind*.  The  i-iiinter  nm-it  ini-nduc 
inroti*i>ient  with  the  clini»ii.-  o'  (.-uiiiiirt  nt  hi» 
mii<t  not  plant  cypreM  ire»-<  iii-f.n  ii.rli-Sli-rTin.  i 
among  thf  ruin^  of  l>eriM-|ii|iN  .  and  ihr  nu'hor  In 
rcFjiondinr  rei<rraint.  H"Ui wr  lar  hi-  inhy  \f  ii' 
full  dnail  of  ftHMUon*  and  Xv^uwi'.  tiiHn  ik  lo  b 
ancient  cnmpo*iticin*  which  lif  iRniiite^.  he  n 
nothinainiTondiMU'nt  with  the  n.-nnruTi  of  (In  as* 
Mioire*,  rroomi.  and  ynonien.  imiv  be  tn«  n*  fiiil) 
the  hard,  dry  delineotionvoran  >ii!<*iHni  illunnnfltj 
but  ttie  character  and  co^innif  nf  the  nsf  inu«t 
late;  Iher  mu*t  be  the  Heme  t'jwt*-*.  druMn  hy » 
or.  to  H|>t'ak  more  modeiitiy.  «xi  i-u't-d  lo  hd  age  ' 
ciple*  of  art  Mere  better  unnt>»>iood.  II m  l.nnpiia 
exclusively  oh»olete  and  uninN'.:i:;ible  :  bin  ll^  *\ 
pOMiilile.  no  word  or  turn  I'f  I'liTHMoldrv  U-tra 
din!Ctly  modern.  It  iii  one  Hi:;  ?  To  iiinKf  iim*  ol 
and  «etiiiment*  which  are  coniu'nn  to  our-t-tve*  t 
fhen.  and  it  is  another  to  lll\H^r  ihcin  m  ith  Hie  i 
dialect  exclu-tivilv  proper  to  fli«  ird*'^reni  nats. 

Thi*.  my  dear  fru>nd,  I  li^vi*  fnnnil  (he  nii<»t  ( 
my  tank  ;  and,  lo  speak  fmiik:y.  t  liHnllv  fsivri 
les*  |>artial  ju>>gnieni,  and  ino'^.>  i':<ien*ite  knot 
buhjHrtH,  mnre  I  liave  hardiv  >  *-*-n  a^  !»•  lo  tiUnM* 

I  am  conscious  that  I  tfhnil  be  fniiMd  <i>ll  nior 
tone  of  ki-«'|iinr  and  conlnnie.  by  tliom*  Mho  n.l 
ngidly  fn  examine  my  Tiih*.  «itii  n-fi-r^irri' to  t 
lh«;exaet|>«>riod  in  Hhich  nn  ni*ro'-n  t'iiuri«hed 
i  have  introduced  little  m  inch  (-:iii  poiiiti\(-l>  I  c  It 
but.  on  the  oilter  Ivnid,  it  i<«  extrrnii-')  prnbnble  t 
cnnf^MMl  tlie  manners  of  tuoor  ihri-erenturie*.  s 
during  tlie  reien  of  Richard  r|.i>  F'.ritt.  clr^ll^.^[M 
ated  to  a  period  either  coii<'ulerhl>!v  ■•nr-ii-r.  fir  a  i 
than  that  era.  It  i*  my  conii'orr.  rlmi  err)  r*  of 
escniM  the  geiM^ral  clatiKof  rfntlr-rn  find  tl.-u  I  ni 
ill-deserved  apiilnuse  fif  \\\u*^  .or.  hitectn.  mIio,  ii 
Gothic,  do  not  hesitate  to  intri'itnre,  Miiliout  n 
omaineni*  t>roiH>r  lo  diiferetit  iii}iefl  and  iu<:ilTe 
Ihe  art  Tlnne  whi*«e  exreiiKne  rf>'<  arfben  lia< 
tlie  mean*  nf  judFing  my  hni-kr>idinirK  «  ith  mon 
probably  be  lenient  in  pn.t  oriioti  to  ihi'ir  km 
difAculiyof  my  tn»k.  My  hont-^t  nnd  iierli'*t<d 
idiUK.  ha*  furni»hi-d  me  with  niiiny  a  vRhirib.e 
light  afforded  by  the  Monk  oft  rojden.  nmt  G 
•autf.  I*  dimmed  by  mich  a  riiiii-ii>iiierati(<n  of  un 
unintellirthle  mailer,  thnt  wr-  L"iu!ly  tly  lo^  reliri 
ful  i-aapM  of  the  pillant  Kroi^Miri.  nliiHiinrli  he 
period  Ml  much  more  remote  t'mn  (be  ciife  nf  n 
then'forf.  my  dear  friend.  y«  u  bnvi-  i;i>neri<-ii\  em 
ihe  prr>*umptnou*  n(leinp(.  (■•  Irrnie  lor  mviflf  a 
net,  pariii  out  of  itie  penrUnf  |.iia>  bntMiuity.  a 
the  hri*i<il  fttoii<>ii  and  pnHif.  Hirtt  Mbirh  I  linvei 
imilaie  ihcm,  I  am  ronvinrec  jour  opinion  of  i 
the  tank  will  reconcile  you  to  tr.e  imivrieci  mat 
euiiuii. 

Of  my  materials  I  have  but  litde  to  sav  :  They 
found  in  ilie  singular  Angio  Ni  rn'tm  MS  .  wii 
Wardfiur  pre*er\-eii  with  "in-b  .!•  nU-ui.  rare  in  t) 
of  hi*  oaken  cabim't.  ►rnn-i ')  ullowiui:  «i.v  on 
and  being  himM-lf  ntit  able  (o  r*a(i  one  »yll.tble( 
I  should  never  have  got  ho:  riiri>i-ni.  «-ii  v\\\  vimt 
read  in  ihoiMf  prrciouk  r>Nvi*s  (°<-r  ^o  nwitiy  hours. 
p«iM>iM«  dfKiL'nnte    it   t-v  •iiiir.<- ■  n.|  h.irir  niuile 

Cbe  n^'arliour  ilflanu.scrfpt ;  givmt  m 

divitiuuiity  nit  inipor-iiiil  if  :!■•  I  ..i.inirjiie  .\.S  .  t 
MS.,  und  any  other  nronnii»  1 1  of  tie  i-nrteni 
scrivener  I  have  sent,  tor  yiur  j  nvhie  roiiMde 
the  content*  of  tin*  riiriKU*  pit  n-.  w  liirh  I  »lia 
join,  Hith  )our  N(iprobnliun.  til  ilie  tlmd  volume 
casie  the  printer's  di-vil  »lionid  rontinue  iu:|ia 
when  tlie  whole  of  my  narrfttm- 1  an  I  e«n  imtiosi 
Adieu,  my  dtar  fViend  :  I  Iiim>  »nid  enou'.h  lo 
to  vindic.-itf,  the  attiinpt  wlm-li  I  hnvi-  n:ade. 
spite  of  your  douhN.  and  mv  omu  iiicnp«ci(>.  1  i 
to  beUeve  Uaa  out  beoi{^f^iOi^;ihvr  maaein^Bi|^^, 
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I  now  well  rfrovpr^  from  rnnr  apniur  flt  of  the 
trtt  h-t|i|>y  if  the  a'ivireuf  yuur  iiiomRii  |>iiy«iriiin 
itnil  A  lour  to  tliHfte  piirt*.  cjeveral  r\jriu»itie« 
Y  duf  up  ncM  rlir  whII,  a*  well  n>  ai  the  micieni 
lUiiirum.    TiiikiiiK  ui*  the  latter,  I  «upiKMie  yiHj 

ii««rd  the  newM,  that  a  imlky  churlish  buur  Itas 
anrirnt  slotu<>,  or  mthor  bnii-rflief,  populorty 
r  Re<1<>itdale.    It  tM*riii«  Kubin'i  fame  attracti^ 

Uhiii  MM4  riMiMiatetit  witli  Ihe  f niMrtU of  tli*> 
I  inuor  Morth  a  >hilltntr  hii  nrre*  Keverend  aii 
•«"ir.  bv  rvv|*n(;»!rul  for  onfv.  and  pray  with  me 
▼imted  with  i>u'>h  a  til  of  tlie  «tiMie,  a«  if  he  hnd 
lUof  (Mior  KobiD  in  rhat  Mff  ion  of  hM  vivcera 
w*  holdtf  itsMtat.  T*-li  thiv  not  in  Gath,  le«t  th«* 
lat  tiii;>  liave  ni  Ipncth  found  a  iNirallel  inmance 
ifhbour«,  lo  (tini  h«rl>aroM«  deed  wliinh  d^ino- 

Ovi<n.  Rut  there  la  no  end  to  lamentation, 
e  ourneiv^ti  to  i«u.'h  nubjciM*.  My  rw^pfctful  «im' 
1  .Mio«  DryaKtiti^t ;  I  oiidenvounNl  to  match  thtt 
.'able  to  her  cuniiuioMion,  duriny  my  late  journey 
J  lu>rw  Bhi>  huN  riMMfiVi'd  tliein  uife.  and  found 
ry.  I  wild  ihi-  by  iliti  hiind  ramer,  Mt  that  f^ro- 
I  aome  time  upon  lU  journfy.  *    Tlie  latft  new* 

:i'>n  pr'>*f«1  l>iit  tun  uue.  aa  niy  learuAil  coimpon>l«n( 
iiy  IrittT  •mill  a  i-A»l*Hint  mii  Afipr  ii  wu  »riiicn.  I 
iMiittaitev.  <liji  I  ^eiitleiM:tii  ai'm-lied  Ui  (he  cauai*  ol 
«  hul  U  ihr  priii>'>|-al  control  of  ihr  ptivi-^MTice.  iriy 
,  t»y  Mrto*  uiiUKAUoa  wt  lita  pnmeul  •uonuwiu  miM, 


which  I  hear  from  Edinburfrh  {§.  that  the  fnitlenian  who  flHa 
th"  sitiMtionof  Sfcffiary  to  the  Aocifty  oi  Anti<ina>)e«  ttf  Acot- 
land,*  I*  tl»e  bent  amateur  drHfi^man  in  that  kmirdoni,  mid  iliat 
much  ia«ix|iecled  from  liin  fkili  and  M>al  in  ditluMmtinK  iho«i« 
Hlirciinen*  r>f  national  aniMimty,  winch  arH  either  moulderinf 
under  the  mIow  touch  iif  titm*.  or  «WKpt  away  by  nuMU'in  lantn. 
with  the  aame  beaotn  of  destruction  which  John  Knox  uit*>d  at 
I  he  tlet'omiation.  (hiit^  more  adieu  ;  oak  tandtm,  non  tmntmar 
aMi    Believe  me  to  be, 

Reverend,  and  vmn  dear  Hir, 

Your  miMi  laiUiful  humble  Sktrvant, 

Laurkmov  Tkmplbton. 

ToppiNowot  o.  iKir  Ef7Tm»nt,  { 
CuaUertaHd,  Sob.  it,  itiir.     f 

•OHM  favMV  miflit  not  be  ■hown  to  tlw  e<«rmp«HMlrau  of  ih*  piinripai 
Lilrrmry  simI  Anii'|«).iriaii  iluc.ivtiea.  1  iiiiiWrii>«ifl,  iiwlvnl,  ihni  thia 
rxpfrimeni  w**  oitct  irlvd.  t>ut  Uial  ihe  iniiil-ci«N<:li  iMtriiif  lifAlir  ilowa 
HiMlrr  tlw  wriiflii  tif  purkufM  MldrMM^  tn  Hirm>>rr»  til  ilNf  Mix-iriy  ol 
AiinqnarM*,  it  waa  rviimiiiich^l  a*  a  htoiirliiiM  «»prrinM-Mt  Hiirrhr, 
hw»«*«r.  ii  wi'tiiil  li«  p»*«il>l«  to  huilil  thrar  vcltu-li^  m  n  lurm  mutrm  •ub- 
•iNiiiinl,  aU^Ntcirr  III  ilir  p-rch,  ainl  lir<>«i|i>r  im  ik«  wlw^u,  —  «»  'o  Mip* 
P'M't  ih«  wcKlii  of  Aii(i«juiiriioi  !«AriiiM|{  ;  »l«di.  il  iliry  »hw<ilil  lir  A«iM 
1)1  irMvcl  mnrt  «io-«ly,  loey  »ould  b«  iHit  Unt  IrM  aarrvHliI*  lo  qwMt  trap 
vrller^hkf  iny*rh'--l.  T. 

t  Mr  Shiiiv  ol'  K<il>i«Uw  Is  h^r*  iiiliiBNii^l.  ui  vIhhw  ut»i«  mmI  tMll 
ilw  anth'ir  i»  lii<1»l>ii-<l  tor  •  trrtfot  •iU.iiif*,  •alii(>iUii(  *'«  lonoiM 
luealiUw  aliuJad  lo  iu  Uicm  uu««ta. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ffita  iMmunnnod  ttiese .  while  to  their  lowly  dooMy 
Tlifl  fuUrtHUwiiie  rvturn'd  with  evuning.>>oiBe ; 
Compnird,  rFiuctaiit,  to  the  tteverat  f  tin*, 
Vith  (hn  obBtxeperoufl,  and  unynttsAii  erta*. 

Pora*«CWimif. 

In  that  pit'dsant  district  of  merry  England  which 
is  watered  by  the  nver  Don,  there  extended  in  ancient 
times  a  larire  forest,  covering. the  greater  part  of  the 
beautiful  hills  and  valleys  which  lie  net  ween  Sheffield 
and  the  pleasant  town  of  Doncaster.  The  remains 
of  this  extensive  wood  are  still  to  be  seen  at  the  noble 
•eats  of  VVeniworth.  of  Warncliffe  Park,  and  around 
Rotherhnm.    Here  haunted  of  yore  the  fabiUous  Dra- 

5of  Wantlev;  here  were  fought  many  of  the  most 
erate  b  ittfes  during  the  Civil  Wars  of  the  Roses ; 
here  also  flourished  in  ancient  times  those  bands 
of  gallant  outlaws,  whose  deeds  have  been  rendered 
aopopular  in  English  song. 

Such  being  our  chief  scene,  the  dale  of  our  story 
refers  to  a  period  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Richard  I.,  when  his  return  from  his  long  captivity 
had  become  an  event  rather  wished  than  hoped  for  by 
his  despairing  subjects,  who  were  in  the  mean  time 
subjected  to  every  species  of  subordinate  oppression. 
The  nobles,  whose  power  had  become  exorbitant  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  Stephen,  and  whom  the  prudence  of 
Henry  the  Second  had  s<*arce  reduced  into  some 
decree  of  subiect ion  to  the  crown,  had  now  retimed 
their  ancient  license  in  its  utmost  extent ;  despising 
the  feeble  interference  of  the  English  Council  of  State, 
fortifying  their  casdes,  increasing  the  number  of  their 
dependants,  reducing  all  around  them  to  a  state  of 
vassalage^  and  striving  by  every  means  in  their  power,  i 
to  place  themselves  e&vh  at  the  head  of  such  forces  as 
might  enable  him  to  make  a  figure  in  the  national  con- 
Tulsions  which  appeared  to  be  impending. 

The  situation  of  the  inferior  gentry,  or  Franklins,  as 
they  were  called,  who  by  the  law  and  spirit  of  the 
English  oonstifui ion.  were  entitled  t6  hold  themselves 
independent  of  feudal  tyranny,  became  now  imusually 
precarious.  IC  as  was  most  generally  the  case,  they 
placer!  theinwelves  under  the  protection  of  anv  of  the 
petty  kings  in  their  vicinity,  accepttxl  of  feudal  offices 
in  his  household,  or  bound  ihemsd  ves,  by  mutual  trea- 
ti«3  of  alUance  and  protection,  to  support  him  in  his 
aiterurises,  they  might  indeed  purchase  temporary 
iiepoae;  but  it  must  be  with  the  sacrifice  of  that  inde- 
pendence which  was  so  dear  to  every  English  bosom, 
tnd  at  t!iu  certain  hazard  of  being  involved  as  a  party 
tn  whatever  msh  expedition  the  ambition  of  their  pro- 
tector might  lead  nun*  to  undertake.  On  the  othct 
Mnd,  sucn  and  so  multiplied  were  the  means  of  vexa- 
Uon  and  oppression  posses83d  by  the  great  Barons, 
that  thev  n>'ver  wanted  the  pretext,  and  seldom  the 
yill,  to  harass  and  pursiia  e\'en  to  the  very  ed^e  of 
aeatruction,  any  of  their  less  powerful  neighbtmrs, 
"^  attempted  to  separate  themselves  from  their 
juihomy,  and  to  trust  for  their  protection,  durinn  the 
iaugers  of  the  times,  to  their  own  inoffensive  conduct, 
tnd  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

A  circumstance  which  greatly  tended  to  enhance 
the  tyranny  of  the  nobility,  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
jnfenor  classes,  aros«  from  the  conseciuencea  of  the 
Conquest  hy  Duke. William  of  Normandy.  Four 
generations  had  not  sufficed  to  blend  the  hostile  blood 
«  th*«  Normans  and  Anglo-Saxons,  or  to  unite,  by 
.  common  language  and  mutual  interests,  two  hostile 
•*«•,  one  of  which  still  ftJt  the  elation  of  triumph, 
*jhile  the  other  groaned  under  all  the  consetjiiences 
*"  (Weat.  iThe  DOwer  had  been  completely  placed  in 


the  hands  of  the  Norman  nobility,  by  the  eveijt  of  tht 
battle  of  Hastings,  and  it  had  been  used,  as  our  his- 
tories assure  us,  with  no  moderate  hand.  The  whole 
race  of  Saxon  pnncesand  nobles  had  been  extirpated' 
or  disinherited,  with  few  or  no  exct-ptions ;  nor  were 
the  numbers  great  who  possessed  land  ui  the  coun- 
try of  their  fatners.  even  as  proprietors  of  the  second, 
or  of  yet  inferior  classes.  The  royal  policy  had  long 
been  to  weaken,  by  evecy  means,  legal  or  Ule^^al,  the 
strength  of  a  part  of  the  population  which  was  justly 
considered  as  nourishing  the  most  inveterate  antipa- 
thy to  their  victor.  All  the  monarchs  of  the  .\orman 
race  had  shown  the  most  marked  preddection  for 
their  Norman  subjects:  the  laws  of  the  chase,  and 
many  others,  equafly  unknown  to  the  milder  and  more 
free  spirit  of  the  Saxon  constitution,  had  been  fixed 
upon  the  necks  of  the  subjugated  inhabitants,  to  add 
weight,  as  it  were,  to  the  feudal  chains  with  which 
thtiy  were  loaded.  At  court,  and  in  the  castles  of  the 
great  nobles,  where  the  pomp  and  stateof  a  court  was 
emulated.  Norman-French  was  the  only  language 
employed;  in  courts  of  law,  the  pleadings  and  iudg- 
ments  were  delivered  in  the  same  tongue.  In  short. 
French  was  the  language  of  honour,  of  chivalry,  and 
even  of  justice,  while  the  far  more  manly  and  ejcpres- 
sive  An^lo-Saxon  was  abandoned  to  the  use  of  rue- 
tics  and  hinds,  who  knew  no  other.  Still,  however, 
the  necessary  intercourse  between  tlie  lords  of  the 
soil,  and  those  oppressed  inferior  beings  by  whom  that 
soil  was  cultivated,  occasioned  thesp-adual  forniatioa 
of  a  dialect,  compounded  betwixt  the  French  and  the 
Anglo- Saxon,  in  which  they  could  render  themselves 
mutually  intL'Uigible  to  each  other;  and  from  this 
necessity  arose  by  degrees  the  structure  of  our  present 
English  language,  in  which  the  speech  of  the  victors 
and  the  vamiuished  have  been  so  happily  blended 
together;  and  which  has  since  been  so  richly  im- 
proved by  importatione/rom  the  classical  languages 
and  from  those  spoken  by  the  southern  nations  oi 
Europe.  . 

This  state  of  thhigs  f  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
premise  for  the  information  of  the  gen  ral  reader, 
who  might  be  apt  to  forget,  that,  although  no  great 
historical  events,  such  as  war  or  insurrection,  mark 
the  existence  of  the  An^^lo-Saxons  as  a  separate 
people  siibse<inent  to  the  reign  of  Wilham  the  Second : 
yet  the  great  national  distinctions  betwixt  them  and 
their  conquerors,  the  recollection  of  what  they  had 
formeriy  been,  and  to  what  they  were  now  reduced, 
continued,  down  to  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  to 
keep  open  the  wounds  which  the  Conquest  had  in- 
flicted, and  to  maintain  a  line  of  stparation  betwixt 
the  descendants  of  the  victor  Normans  and  tho  van- 
quished Saxons.  t 

The  sun  was  setting  upon  one  of  the  rich  frawef 
glades  of  that  forest,  which  we  have  mentioned  In  the 
beginning  of  the  chapter.  Hundreds  of  bmad -headed, 
short -stemmed,  white-branched  oaks,  which  had  wit- 
nessed perhaps  the  stately  march  of  the  Roman  sol- 
diery, flung  their  gnarled  arms  oyer  a  thick  carpet  of 
the  niosi  delicious  green  sward ;  in  some  plares  they 
were  iniermingltjd  with  beeches,  hollies,  and  copse- 
wood  of  various  descriptions,  so  closely  as  totally  to 
intercept  the  level  beams  of  the  sinking  sun ;  in  others 
they  receded  trom  each  other,  forming  those  long 
sweeping  vistas,  in  the  intricacy  of  which  the  eye 
delights  to  los«  itself,  while  imagination  considers 
thf^rn  as  the  oafhs  to  yet  w-lder  scenes  of  silvan  soli* 
tijdo.  Here  the  red  rays  of  the  Fun  shot  a  broken  and 
discoloured  liqht.  tKat  pirt'ally  hung  upon  the  shat- 
tered boughs  and  mc^y  trunkJs  of  the  trees,  and  there 
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fhi*v  illuminated  in  brilliant  patrhes  the  portion!!  ufi 
turf  lo  which  thv.y  niaile  ilu'ir  way.    A  roiHuliTahle 
op'-n  i«pacc,  in  the  ini<lsl  of"  ihis  tjlade.  fl»viu«l  lor-  I 
nuTiy  10  have  been  lit'iiicari.tl  to  tht;  ri(».>s  of  Druidical  I 
f«upir:<tition :  for,  on  the  fltiinnui  of  a  hilli>ck«  »o  re^u-  [ 
lar  as  ro  »vvm  ariitirial,  there  8till  reniain'.'il  part  of  a 
cirrU*  of  roM«;h  unhewn  Btoiies,  of  lar^e  ilinu'naions. 
Si'VL'U  hioikI  uprii^hi;  the  rc^st  had  bt'en  diulodgcij 
from  thrir  pl.inr«,  probably  by  tin*  zeal  of  some  non- 
vert  lo  ChrtAiiamty.  and  lay.  some  pro-<iraie  nrar  ihcir 
formi.T  site,  and  orhtTn  on  the  side  of  the  hill.    One 
lar«'.'  stone  tn\v  had  found  na  way  to  the  biirtuin,  and 
in  siuppin^  tntr  coursteof  a  smell  bro'jk,  which  ulided 
*   smoothly  ro.imi  the  foot  of  the  eminenee,  gave,  by  its 
opposition,  a  fe«'ble  voice  of  murmur  to  the  placid  and 
elsewhere  silent  Hireandi.'t 

The  human  figures  which  completed  this  land- 
Bcaite,  were  in  number  two,  partakm.:;.  m  their  dress, 
anci  appearance,  of  that  wild  and  rusiie  character, 
wliieli  belonged  to  the  woo«iiands  of  the  West  KuliuK 
of  Vorkshire  at  that  early  perioil.  The  eldest  of  ihuse 
men  had  a  stern,  i«avaue.,  and  wild  aspect.  His  gar- 
ment was  oi'  the  sunplest  form  imai'mable,  beinff  a 
close  jaekft  with  sleeves,  comuosiOtl  of  the  tanned 
skin  of  su:ne  animal,  on  whicn  the  hair  had  been 
orifsinally  left,  but  which  had  lM^>n  worn  ofl*  in  so 
many  places  that  it  would  have  been  ditiieult  to  dis- 
tingui-sn,  from  the  patches  that  remained,  to  what 
creature  the  fur  had  beloncfed.  This  primeval  vest- 
ment reached  fnnn  the  throat  to  the  knees,  and 
served  at  once  all  the  usual  purrxisiis  of  btxiy-clolninK! 
there  was  no  wider  opcnin;;  at  the  collar,  than  was 
necessary  to  admit  the  passaj^e  of  ttie  head,  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  was  put  on  by  slip- 
pin;;  il  over  the  head  and  sliDuldero,  in  th*"  manner  of 
a  niofjern  shirt,  or  ancient  hauberk.  Sandals,  bound 
with  thouKS  made  of  boars'  hide,  prolecied  the  feet, 
and  a  roll  of  thin  leather  was  i  winiHl  artificially  round 
the  legs,  and,  ascending  abovT  liie  calf,  left  the  knees 
bare,  Tike  those  of  a  Scottish  IIi.:;hlaiidi.T.  To  make 
the  jacket  sit  yet  more  close  to  the  body,  it  was 
gathered  at  the  middle  by  a  broad  leathern  belt, 
secured  by  a  brass  buckle ;  to  one  side  of  which  was 
attaclicnl  a  sort  of  scrip,  and  to  the  other  a  ram's 
horn,  accoutrifi  with  a  nioutlipiece,  for  the  purpose  of 
blowinK.  In  the  same  U.-lt  was  stuck  one  of  those 
lonu,  broad.  Hharp-|M)inti.-d,  and  two-edi;ed  knives, 
with  a  buck  s-horn  handle,  which  were  fabricate«l  in 
the  neighbourhood,  ami  liore  even  at  this  early  period 
the  r^me  of  a  Sheffield  whittle.  The  man  had  no 
covering  lUMjn  his  head,  w  huh  was  only  defended  by 
his  own  thick  hair,  matifd  and  twisted  to;;ethcr,  and 
Bcon'.hed  by  the  influence  of  the  sun  into  a  nisty  dark- 
red  Qjlour,  forming  a  contrast  with  the  over:::rowii 
beanl  upon  his  cht.rks,  which  was  rather  of  a  yellow 
or  amber  hue.  One  part  of  his  dress  only  remains,  but 
it  is  too  remarkable  ft)  t>e  suppresstil :  it  was  a  brass 
fiu'Ji,  resemblin;^  a  do;;*B  collir.  but  without  any  open- 
iiii;,  and  soldered  fast  n)und  his  neck,  so  loose  as  to 
form  no  impcthment  to  his  iireathin^  y.t  m  ti'^ht  as 
to  Ik*  ific  ipable  of  bemi?  removc<l,  exceptiiii;  by  the 
use  of  the  file.  On  this  !»ln:rular  j^orget  was  eiii^raved, 
m  Saxon  litters,  an  inscription  of  the  following  ptir- 
port :— '^(turih.  the  son  of  lii-owulpli,  is  the  born 
tlirall  of  t:^ednc  of  Kotherwotxl." 

Beside  the  swin^u-nl,  for  such  was  frurth's  occu- 
pation, was  seattnl,  ttpon  one  of  the  fallen  Oruidicat 
monuments,  a  i^rson  nl)out  ten  years  yoiinv;er  in 
appearance^  and  whose  dreP*.  thtmjJih  restMiiblinj;  his 
companion  s  in  form,  was  of  better  materials,  and  of 
a  more  fanta.««tic  descripticm.    His  jacket  had  been 
stained  of  a  bright  pun>le  iiuc,  upon  which  there  had 
been  some  attempt  to  paint  gnitesr]ue  ornaments  in 
ditTereni  colours.    To  the  i.'teket  he  added  a  short 
cloak,  which  scarcely  reaehed  half  way  down   his 
thij;h;  it  was  of  crin>on  cloth,  thoiii;h  a  gthai  deal 
SfHliid.  lined  with  bright  yellow ;  and  as  be  could 
trnnster  it  from  one  shouliler  to  tlie  other,  or  at  his 
pleasun^draw  it  aP  aroun>i  him,  its  width,  contrasted  | 
with  itM  want  of  longitude,  formed  a  fantastic  piece  i 
of  draiM'rv.    He  had  thin  silver  bracelets  npon  his ! 
arm^,  and  on  his  neek  a  cyllnr  of  the  same  metal,  ' 
5t'/tnn:j  thoin^rriptum,  **  Wamba,  the  non  of  Witless, 
^  the  ttrmli  ofCcdric  ofiioibtTWOod."   This  person-  \ 


aue  had  the  same  sort  of  sandals  with  hiscnmpaaio^ 
but  insiead  of  the  roll  of  leather  thong,  hia  legs  wen 
cased  in  a  sort  of  gaiters,  of  wh:ch  one  was  red  aod 
the  other  yellow.  He  was  provided  also  with  a  a^ 
having  around  it  more  than  one  bell,  about  themi 
of  thost;  attaehefl  lo  hawkis  which  jingled  as  hi 
turiUMl  his  head  to  one  side  or  other ;  and  as  he  id- 
dom  remained  a  niiniite  in  the  same  iMjsture,  iIm 
sound  might  he  consideretl  as  incessanu  .Aniuod 
the  etlge  u{  ihis  cup  was  a  siitf  bandeau  of  leaibtf 
cut  at  ttie  top  into  oih'U  work,  reseinbimg  a  curunet 
while  a  projoiitrcd  bag  arose  from  within  it,  and  (eU 
down  on  one  shouldi'rlike  an  old  faehionei^  nighi-ca|^ 
or  a  jelly-bag,  or  the  head-gear  of  a  iiuxicni  hiuwr 
It  was  to  this  part  of  the  cap  that  the  bells  wdt 
attached  ;  whir  h  circumstance,  as  well  as  thesaaH 
of  his  head-dress,  and  his  own  half-crazed,  hall'-cus 
ninj;  expression  of  countenance,  sutriiienily  (iuiau( 
htm  out  as  beiimging  to  the  race  of  (ioiue>i:c  ciowm 
or  jesiers,  niaintaiiuii  in  the  houses  of  the  w>ulthy, 
to  help  away  the  tedium  of  those  hngcnng  huun 
which  they  were  obliged  to  spend  within  d-jorx  fie 
bore,  like  his  cumpam«)it,  a  scrip,  attached  to  hif 
bell,  but  had  mother  horn  nor  knife,  being  pmbablf 
considered  as  belonging  to  a  class  whtJiu  it  19  es- 
teemed  dangerous  to  intrust  with  edged-l(;«ils.  Ifl 
place  of  thei<e  he  was  etiuiptx.-d  with  a  swonJ  of  lath, 
resembling  that  with  which  Harlequin  o)ierates  hif 
wonders  ufjon  the  modern  stage. 

Tlie  outward  apj>eara nee  of^ihese  two  men  formed 
scarce  a  stronger  cimtrasi  than  their  look  aiul  de- 
meanour. That  of  the  serf  or  bondsman,  whs  nd 
and  sullen  ;  his  aspect  was  bent  on  the  ground  with 
an  air  of  deep  dejection,  which  might  be  alnmrt 
construed  into  apathy,  had  not  the  f\n  which 
oi:casionaliv  sparkli^d  in  his  red  eve  mantfesieil  that 
ihi.-re  sluinbereil.  under  the  appeanmce  <if  sullen  dis^ 
pondeiicy,  a  sense  of  oppression,  iin>l  a  dispori,t!«in  10 
resistance.  The  looks  of  Wamba,  on  the  other  haad, 
indicate<l,  as  usual  with  his  cla.xtt,  a  .^t^trt  of  v.-icjnl 
curiosity,  and  tidgrttv  impatience  of  any  |Hi!<'.un;  d 
reiH)****,  togi'ihtrr  with  the  utmost  SLlt-saiisiiicuoa 
respecting  Ins  own  situatum.  and  the  apiN.araaoi 
which  he  made.  The  dialogue  which  tliev  main 
tained  istw^rn  them  wascarrieil  lUi  in  .A nglo-S.i.\4«, 
which,  as  We  saul  liefore,  was  univrr*«;i!ly  s|p.»ki  n  bf 
the  inferior  classes,  excepting  the  .N'onnan  stildutl^ 
and  the  iiiiniediHte  (H'rs<»nal  dept.-ndant"  of  ihc^rrat 
fejdai  noblrs.  Hut  to  give  their  coMVcrsation  in  the 
original  would  convey  but  httle^mfornntioii  to  the 
ni'xlirn  reader,  for  whose  benefit  we  beg  to  utlirlbl 
following  tran.ll  ilion : 

"The  curse  <if  Si.  Wiihold  up«»n  ihi-se  infernil 
jvirkersl"  siid  the  swin«'heril,  alter  blow:n.i  his  n«'ni 
ob'«rri.penjusly.  t«)  coihi-t  to^etlu-r  tlie  .seal lend  iufd 
of  swine,  which,  aiHwenng  his  cull  with  niMee 
eijuidly  melodious,  made,  however,  no  haste  i<i  re-, 
m>v».-  themselves  from  the  luxurious  bniuput  ofbtrch- 
mast  and  a-orns  on  whieh  thcv  had  fattened,  or le 
fbrs.ike  the  inar*<h^  banks  of  the  nvulet,  when 
several  of  them.  h:ilt  plung'>d  in  mud,  lay  ^!retchldIl 
their  ease,  aliogi'tlier  regardless  of  the  voice  of  iheff 
keep*?r.  "The  curse  of  St.  Wiihold  ui»on  them  itw 
U|Kjn  mc  !"  .said  Ciurih;  "if  the  two-legged  wolf  rti^ 
not  up  someof  i!)em  ere  nightfall,  I  am  no  irueiaio. 
Here,  Fangs!  F'aims!"  be  ejieulaieit  at  the  '"P  5 
his  voice  to  a  rau:;tMl  wolfish- looktnu!  dog.  a  surtef 
lureher,  half  msMtitf,  half  grc\honnrl,  which  riB 
limping  alhjiit  as  if  for  thepurpos;  of  mn'otHlmgh* 
master  in  etdlecting  the  n'lVact«iry  gnin?er*:  bul 
which,  in  fact,  fp»m  misappn>hensiim  of  the  swinft* 
herd's  signals,  iimorance  of  his  duty,  or  nnlicei^JJ 
\H'nn^.,  iinly  drove  ihein  hither  and  ihilher.  M" 
increased  the  evil  which  he  seemed  to  d'-sicn  W 
renn-ily.  "  A  devil  draw  thp  teeth  of  hini,"  w™ 
(Jurth,  "  and  the  mother  of  inisiluef  cimfinind  the 
Ranger  of  the  f«)reni,  that  cuts  the  fori'clawnonorf 
dogs,  and  makes  them  unfit  for  thiir  trade!*  Wamb^ 

•A  m<i»t  «rn<«i>il';  erievanc*! ortlin^p  aetfnevml  nnwfxn^^ 

fif  ihi'  Nurni-in  rtin'iur«it.  fur  the  ."'axtm  aw*  nf  'lie  rli*.*  •**• 
mUd  Biiri  liiimniic  :  uliil<*  ilii»i«  til  William.  mUiui.iwti'^^ 
attarli«-(l  lu  ll(«'  pxi-ri'i**-  nnd  iIj»  rithi*.  wfrtJlu  liw  la*'  ■*'•*: 
tyraiiMii-al  I'Ih  runii.-it.nn  of  Hit*  .\irw  Fur-^t  U-nr*  •viJ-i'J* 
\u  lu»  VMaiuu  fur  huiiUnf ,  wlicra  lie  reduoed  Amy  *  ''''<'^' 
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np  and  help  me  on  thoa  beast  b  man ;  take  a  turn 
round  the  back  o'  the  hill  to  gain  the  wind  on  them ; 
and  when  thou'st  got  the  weather-gage,  thou  mayat 
drive  them  before  thee  aa  ffently  aa  ao  many  innocent 
lambs." 

"Tro!y,"§aid  Wamba,  without  stirring  from  the 
spot,  "I  have  consulted  my  le^s  upon  this  matter, 
and  they  are  altogether  of  opmion,  that  to  carry  my 
gjty  garments  through  these  sloughs,  would  be  an 
act  otunfriendahip  to  my  sovereign  person  and  royal 
wardrobe ;  wherefore,  Cvorih,  I  advise  thee  to  call  off 
Fang^  and  leave  the  herd  to  their  destiny,  which, 
whether  they  meet  with  bands  of  travelling  aoldiers, 
or  of  outlaws,  or  of  wanderins  pilgrinu;,  ran  be  little 
dse  than  to  be  converted  into  Normans  before  morn- 
ing to  thy  no  small  eaae  and  comfon." 

*The  swine  turned  Normans  to  my  comfort  I" 
qooth  Gurth;  "expound  that  to  me,  Wamba,  for 
my  brain  is  too  dull,  and  my  mind  too  vexed  to  read 
riddles.*' 

**  Why,  how  call  yon  those  granting  brutes  running 
about  on  their  four  legs  T*  demanded  Wamba. 

"  Swine,  fool,  awine,"  saki  the  herd, ''  every  fool 
knows  that" 

**And  swine  is  good  Saxon,"  said  the  Jester: 
**  but  how  call  you  tne  sow  when  she  is  flayed,  and 
drawn,  and  quartered,  and  hung  up  by  the  heela,  like 
I  traitor  T* 

"  Pork,"  anawered  the  swineherd. 

•*  I  am  very  glad  every  fool  knowa  that  too,"  said 
Wamba,  **ana  pork,  I  think,  ia  good  Norman 
French ;  and  so  when  the  brute  lives,  and  is  in  the 
charge  of  a  Saxon  slave,  slie  goes  by  her  Saxon 
name;  hut  becomes  a  Norman,  and  ia  called  pork, 
when  she  ia  carried  to  the  Caatle-hall  to  feast  among 
the  nobles:  what  dost  thou  think  of  this,  friend 
Gnrth,  bar 

"*  It  is  but  too  true,  doctrine,  friend  Wamba,  bow- 
ever  it  got  into  thy  fool'a  pate. 

**  Nay,  I  can  tell  you  more,"  said  Wamba,  in  the 
same  tone;  **  there  is  old  Alderman  Ox  continues  to 
hold  his  Saxon  epithet,  while  he  is  under  the  charge 
of  sprfs  and  bondsmen  such  as  thou,  but  becomes 
B«ef,  a  fiery  French  gallant,  when  he  arrives  be/ore 
the  worshipful  jaws  that  are  destined  to  consume 
him.  Mynneer  CaK  too,  becomes  Monsieur  de 
V«flu  in  the  like  manner;  he  is  Saxon  when  he 
requires  tendance,  and  takes  a  Norman  name  when 
he  becomes  matter  of  enjoyment." 

"By  St.  Dunstan,"  answered  Gurth,  "  thou  speak- 
«t  box  fad  truths?  little  is  left  to  us  but  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  that  appears  to  have  been  reserved  with 
morh  hesitatbn,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
rs  to  endure  the  taaks  they  lay  upon  our  shouklers. 
The  finest  and  the  fatteat  is  for  their  board ;  the  love- 
liest is  for  then'  txaich ;  the  best  and  bravest  scpply 
their  foreign  masters  with  soldiert,  and  whiten 
distant  lands  with  their  >)oncs,  leaving  few  hero  who 
'  have  either  will  or  thepower  to  protect  the  unfortunate 
Saion.  God'a  blessmg  on  our  Master  Cedric,  he 
hath  done  the  work  of  a  man  in  standing  in  the  gap; 
hot  Reginald  Pront-de-Boeuf  ia  coming  down  to  thia 
country  in  peiaon.  and  we  shall  soon  see  how 
little  Cedric's  trouble  ^ill  avail  him.— Here,  here,"  he 
exclaimed  again,  raising  his  voice,  "  So  bo !  so  ho  I 

*^tM  to  ths  condition  of  tliat  om  eommefliomled  by  my 
teod,  Mr.  WiUiuQ  Stewart  Rom, 

**  Amonnt  the  nitn  of  the  charch 
The  roidnifht  rairen  foand  a  percti, 

A  meiancholy  plaoa  { 
The  rathlfMa  Uonqoeror  oMt  down, 
Wo  worth  the  deed,  that  little  town. 

To  leofftbOQ  ont  hia  chao.  ** 

ThedbaMhis  dof«,  which  mifht  be  neeeMary  fbr  keephif 
■<^  tad  berda,  IVoni  lannina  at  (lie  deer,  waa  called  teiHa^, 
f"<|  wu  IB  ceoeral  aae.  Tlie  Cliartcr  of  Uie  Poreat,  de«ien^  to 
KMeathoM  evils,  declares  Uiat  inquisition,  or  riew,  Air lawing 
Mfs,  diall  be  BMde  every  third  year,  and  shall  be  th«>n  done  by 
°i*  view  and  testin>ony  of  lawful  men,  not  otherwise ;  and 
o|>r  whose  dofs  shall  be  then  fnuad  unlawed.  sliail  five  three 
■nillni|s  for  OMrey  ;  and  for  tJte  ftature,  po  man's  ox  shall  be 
tu«a  for  lawing.  Such  lawinc  also  shall  be  done  by  Uic  assixe 
cpwnoely  used,  and  which  is,  that  three  claws  shall  be  cut  off 
vt^lHMt  the  ball  otr  tlie  riaht  foot    See  on  this  suhjesl  the 
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weH  done.  Pangs  I  tfaoti  hast  them  all  bcfinetkae  now 
and  brinrst  them  on  bravely,  lad." 

**  Gurth,"  said  the  Jester,  '*]  know  thou  thinkest 
me  a  fool,  or  thon  wouldst  not  be  so  rash  in  putting 
thy  head  into  my  mouth.  One  word  to  Reginald 
Front-de-BoBuf^  or  Philip  dc  Mnlvoisin,  that  thou 
hast  spoken  treason  against  the  Norman,— and  tliou 
art  but  a  castaway  swineherd^-— thou  wouldst  waver 
on  one  of  these  trees  aa  a  terror  to  all  evil  speakers 
against  digiMties." 

^'Dog,  thou  wouldst  not  betray  me,"  said  Gurth, 
"after  having  kxl  me  on  to  speak  so  much  at  die- 
advantage?" 

"Betray  thee!"  answered  the  Jester;  *  no,  tha 
were  the  thck  of  a  wise  man ;  a  fool  cannot  half  so 
well  help  himself— but  soft,  whom  have  we  here  7* 
he  said,  listening  to  the  trampling  of  several  horsee 
which  became  tuen  audible. 

"Nevermind  whom,",  answered  Gurth,  who  had 
now  fp>i  his  herd  before  him,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
Fanga,  was  driving  them  down  one  of  the  long  dim 
vistas  which  we  have  endfavuund  to  describe 

"  Nay,  but  I  must  see  the  riders,"  answered  Wam- 
ba ;  "  perhaps  they  are  come  from  Fairy-land  with  a 
message  from  King  Oberon." 

"A  murrain  take  thee  I"  rejomed  the  swineherd; 
"  wiit  thou  talk  of  such  things,  while  a  terrible  storm 
of  thunder  and  lightning  is  raging  within  a  few  miles 
of  us?  Hark,  how  the  thunder  rumbles!  and  for 
summer  rain,  1  never  9a w  such  broad  downright  flat 
drops  fall  out  of  tlieclouda;  the  oaks,  too,  notwith- 
standing the  calm  weather,  sob  and  creak  with  their 
great  boughs,  as  if  announrmg  a  teinpest.  Thou  canat 

f>lay  the  rational  if  thou  wilt ;  credit  me  for  once,  and 
et  us  home  ere  the  storm  begins  to  rage,  for  the  night 
will  be  fearful." 

Wamba  seemed  to  feel  the  force  of  this  appeal,  and 
accompanied  his  companion,  who  began  hia  journey 
after  catching  up  a  long  quarter-staff  which  lay  upon 
the  grass  beside  him.  This  second  Euroapus  strode 
hastUy  down  the  forest  glade,  driving  before  him, 
with  the  assistance  of  Fangs,  the  whole  herd  of  hui 
inharmonious  charge. 


CHAPTER  IL 

A  Monk  there  was,  a  fayre  for  the  BMialria^ 
An  outridi-r  that  loved  vr^ncrie , 
A  manly  man.  to  be  nn  Abbot  able. 
Full  many  a  damtie  liorve  \\m\  he  in  stablai 
And  ^hsn  he  rode,  mm  micht  his  btidle  lisaff 
Gioteimp  in  a  whist  line  wind  as  cU-ar. 
And  eke  as  loud,  as  dnth  the  chapel  bon, 
There  aa  this  lord  was  keeper  of  the  cell. 

CHAVcaa. 

NoTwrrusTANoisffG  the  occasional  exhortation  and 
chiding  of  his  companion,  the  noise  of  thehorsemen^s 
feet  continuing  to  approach,  Wamba  could  not  be 
prevented  from  lingering  occasionally  on  tlie  road, 
upon  every  pretence  which  occurrtd ;  now  catching 
froni  the  nazcl  a  cluster  of  half-ripe  nuts,  and  now 
turning  his  head  to  leer  after  a  cottage  maklen  who 
crossed  their  path.  The  horsemen,  therefore,  soon 
overtook  them  on  the  road. 

Their  numbers  amounted  to  ten  men,  of  whom  the 
two  who  rode  foremost  tiecmttl  to  be  persons  of  con- 
sklerable  importance,  and  the  others  their  attendants. 
It  was  not  difficult  to  ascertain  the  condition  and 
character  of  one  of  these  cersonages.  He  was  obvi- 
ously an  eccleaiastic  of  high  rank ;  his  dress  was  thst 
of  a  Cistercian  Monk,  but  composed  of  materials 
much  finer  than  those  which  the  rule  of  that  order 
admitted.  His  mantle  and  hood  were  of  the  best 
Flanders  clotht  and  fell  in  ample,  and  not  ungraceful 
folds,  around  a  handsome,  though  somewhat  corpu- 
lent person.  His  countennnce  bore  as  little  the 
marks  of  self-denial,  as  his  habit  indicated  contempt 
of  worldly  splendour.  His  features  might  hsve  been 
called  good,  had  there  not  hirked  under  the  pent* 
house  of  his  eye^  that  sly  epiciu^an  twinkle  which 
indicates  the  cautious  voluptuary.  In  other  respects 
his  profession  and  situation  had  taught  him  a  reaoy 
command  over  his  countenance,  which  he  could  con- 
tract at  pleasure  into  solemnity,  ahhoagh  its  iiatura. 
expression  was  that  of  good-humourefl  social  inmiW 
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nence.  In  defiance  of  oonventnal  hiIm,  and  the  edi^a 
of  popes  and  councile^  ihe  aleevee  of  this  dignitary 
were  lined  and  turned  up  with  rich  fiirs,  his  mantle 
eocun»i  at  the  throat  with  a  golden  clasp,  and  the 
whole drebs  proper  to  hia  oder  as  much  i^Hned  upon 
and  urnaineaied,  as  thai  of  a  qusker  bigamy  of  the 
present  day,  who,  while  ahe  retains  the  garb  ami  co»- 
lume  of  her  sect,  oontinnes  to  give  to  its  simplicity, 
by  the  choice  of  materials  and  the  nuKle  of  disposing 
them,  a  certain  air  of  coquettish  attraction,  savouring 
but  too  much  of  the  vanities  of  the  world. 

This  Nvorihy  churchman  rode  upon  a  well-fed  am- 
bling mule,  whose  furniture  was  hi'^Uly  dficoraied,  and 
whose  bridle,  according  to  thu  Itshion  of  the  day,  was 
ornamented  with  silver  bells.  In  his  seat  he  had 
nothing  of  the  awkwardness  of  the  convent,  but  dis- 
phiyed  the  easy  and.  habitual  grace  of  a  weil-irained 
boi^man.  Indeed^  it  seemed  that  so  humble  a  con- 
veyance as  a  mule,  m  however  pood  case,  and  how- 
evef  well  broken  to  a  pleasant  and  accommodating 
amble,  was  only  used  by  the  gallant  mon^  for  travel- 
ling on  the  road.  A  lay  brother,  one  of  those  who 
followed  in  the  train,  hatl,  for  his  use  on  other  occa- 
sions, one  of  the  most  handsome  Spanish  jennets 
ever  bro^l  in  Andalusia,  which  mcrfhanta  used  at  that 
time  to  import  with  great  trouble  and  risk^or  the  use 
of  persons  of  wealth  and  distinction.  The  saddle 
ana  housings  of  this  superb  palfry  were  covered  by  a 
long  foolcloth,  which  reached  nearly  to  the  ground, 
andon  which  were  richly  embroidered,  mitres,  crosses, 
and  other  ecclesiastical  emblems.  Another  lav  bro- 
ther led  a  aumpter  mule,  loaded  probably  with  his  su- 
perior's bags^a^e ;  and  two  monks  of  his  own  onler, 
of  inferior  station,  rode  together  in  the  rear  laughing 
and  conversing  with  each  other,  without  taking  much 
notice  of  the  other  members  of  the  cavalcade. 

The  companion  of  the  church  digniiarv  was  a  man 
post  forty,  thin,  strong,  tall,  and  muscular;  an  ath- 
letic ftfi^irc,  which  lon:^  fatigue  and  constant  exercise 
•eemea  to  nave  left  none  of  the  softer  part  of  the  hu- 
man form,  having  reduced  the  whole  to  brawn,  bones, 
and  sinews,  which  had  sustained  a  thousand  toils, 
and  were  ready  to  dare  a  thousand  more.  His  head 
was  covered  with  a  scarlet  cap,  faceii  with  fur— of 
that  kind  which  the  French  call  mortier^  from  its 
resemblance  to  the  shape  of  an  inverted  mortar.  His 
oountenanee  was  therefore  fully  displaye<l,  and  its 
expression  was  calculated  to  impress  a  degree  of  awe, 
if  not  of  fear,  upon  strangers.  High  features,  natu- 
rally stroQgand  powerfully  expressive,  had  been  burnt 
almost  into  Negro  blackness  by  constant  exposure 
to  the  tropical  sun.  and  miglii,  in  their  ordinary  state. 
be  said  to  slumber  after  the  storm  of  passion  had 
POflSed  away;  but  the  proiection  of  the  veins  of  the 
forehead,  the  readiness  with  which  the  upper  lip  and 
its  thick  black  moustaches  quivered  upon  the  slightest 
emotion,  plainly  intimated  that  the  tempest  miglit  be 
again  and  easily  awakened.  His  keen,  piercing,  dark 
eye^  told  in  every  glance  a  history  of  difficulties  sub- 
dued, and  dangers  dared,  and  seemed  to  challenge 
<K>poaition  to  his  wishes,  for  the  pleasure  of  sweeping 
it  from  his  road  by  a  determined  exertion  dr  courage 
and  of  will;  a  deep  scar  on  his  brow  gave  additional 
•leruness  to  his  couniehance,  and  a  sinister  cxpres- 
Mon  to  one  of  his  eyes,  which  had  been  slightly  in- 
jared  on  the  same  occasion,  and  of  which  the  vision, 
thoi^h  perfect,  was  in  a  slight  and  partial  degree 
fiifitorted. 

The  upper  dress  of  this  personage  Tesembled  that  of 
lus  companion  in  shape,  being  a  lon^  monastic  man- 
tle; but  the  colour,  being  scarlet,  sliuwed  that  he  did 
8 it  belong  to  any  of  the  four  regular  o^jJers  of  monks, 
n  tlie  right  shoulder  of  the  mantle  there  was  cut,  in 
white  cloth,  a  cross  of  a  peculiar  form.  .  Tliis  upper 
robe  concealed  what  at  first  view  scorned  rather  in- 
consistent with  its  form,  a  shirt,  namely,  of  linked 
mail,  with  sleeves  and  gloves  of  the  same,  curiously 
p^itednnd  interwovei^  as  flexible  to  the  bo<Iy  as  those 
which  are  now  wrought  in  the  stocking- loom,  out  of 
less  obdurate  materials.  Tlie  fore-parl  of  his  thighs, 
^here  the  folds  of  his  mantle  p  rmitttKl  them  to  bo 
k*»n,  *vere  also  covered  with  linked  mail ;  the  kpeea 
and  Coel  were  defended  by  splints,  or  thin  plates  of 
«iu4,  ingenionslv  jointed  upon  each  other;  and  mail 


boMi  reaefa^-frnn  tke  ankle  to'  iht  knee,  eftcduuli 
protected  the  Tegs,  and  completed  the  rider  s  defensivt 
armour.  In  his  j^rdle  he  wore  a  long  and  double- 
edged  dagger,  wbicb  was  the  only  oliensive  weapon 
about  his  person. 

He  rode,  not  a  mule,  like  his  oompanion,  but  a 
strong  hackney  for  the  road,  to  save  lus  gallant  war- 
horse,  which  a  squire  led  behind,  fully  accoutred  (x 
battle,  with  a  chamfrom  or  plaited  head-pi«CA  upon 
his  head,  having  a  short  spike  pmjecting  from  the 
front.  On  one  side  of  tlie  saddle  nung  a  short  battle- 
axe,  richly  inlaid  with  Damascene  carving;  on  the 
other  the  rider's  plumed  head-pioce  and  hood  of  mail, 
with  a  long  two-handed  sword,  used  by  the  chivalry 
of  the  period.  A  second  squire  hdd  aloft  his  master's 
lance,  from  the  extremity  of  which  flutterv^  a  small 
banderole,  or  streamer,  bearing  a  cross  oi  the  same 
form  with  that  embroidered  upon  his  rlovik.  He  also 
carried  his  smalKtrtangidar  shield,  broad  enough  at 
thetoptoprotectihebreast,and  from  thence  drmriiiro- 
ing  to  a  point.  It  was  covered  vrith  a  scarlet  ck>th, 
which  prevented  the  device  from  being  seen. 

These  two  squires  were  followed  by  two  attendant 
whose  dark  visa;?es,  white  turbans,  and  the  Oriental 
form  of  their  gnrments,  showed  them  to  be  natives  of 
some  distant  Eastern  country.*  The  whole  appear- 
ar>ce  of  this  warrior  and  his  retinue  was  wild  and  out- 
landish ;  the  dress  of  his  scjuires  was  gorgeous,  and 
his  Eastern  attendants  wore  silver  collars  round  their 
throats,  and  bracelets  of  the  same  metal  upon  their 
swarthy  legs  and  arms,  of  which  the  fonner  wero 
naked  from  the  elbow,  and  the  hitler  from  mid-log  w 
ankle.  Silk  and  embroidery  distinifuished  theirdress- 
es,  and  marked  the  wealtli  and  importance  of  their 
master;  forming,  at  the  same  time,  a  striking  contrast 
with  the  martial  simplicity  of  hu  own  attire.  They 
were  armed  with  crooketl  sabn»s,  having  the  hill  and 
baldric  inlaid  with  golrl,  and  matched  with  Turkifh 
dagi?ers  of  yet  more  costly  workmanship.  Each  « 
them  bore  at  his  saddle-bow  a  bundle  of  darts  or  ja- 
velins, about  four  feet  in  length,  having  sharp  sieel 
heads,  a  weapon  much  in  use  among  the  Saracens, 
and  of  which  the  memory  is  yet  preSt-rved  in  the 
martial  exercise  called  El  Jerria^  still  practised  in  the 
Eastern  countries. 

The  steeds  of  these  attendants  were  in  appearance 
as  foreign  as  their  riders.  They  were  of  Saracen  ori- 
j?!n,  and  conspqoenily  of  Arabian  descent ;  and  their 
fine  slender  limb«,  small  fetlocks,  thin  manes,  and 
easy  springy  motion,  formed  a  marked  contrast  with 
the  largfvjointed  hf«vy  horsj^s,  of  which  the  race  was 
cultivated  in  Flanders  and  in  Normandy,  for  mount- 
ing the  men-at-arms  of  the  period  m  all  the  panoply 
of  plate  and  mail ;  and  which,  placed  by  the  side  of 
those  Eastern  coursers,  might  have  passed  for  a  pe^ 
sonification  of  substance  and  of  shadow. 

•  Thfi  *ev»»re  acctaracf  of  somn  eritics  hna  objoctod  to  thee 


pl^xion  of  tlie  ilnvec  of  Brian  de  B«Mif-Guilbert,  a*  twin?  toUiiy 
out  of  conlunie  aw\  propriety.  1  remcinbor  the  *nme  ubjectwii 
bein^  iiiaile  lo  a  *«t  of  unhW  functionarios,  wliotn  inj1Vii»nd  SmI 


iJewiii  iiilr<»duccd  on  ilu*  riard*  and  iniHClnel-dumii  natHIHMof 
the  wicked  Baron,  in  lua  CvmUe  Spoclre.  Mai  trwaiinl  Uw  objec* 
tioii  wtUi  freat  cor»ttrni4»t.  and  averred  in  rei»lv,  titni  kanioda 
Uw  slnve«  b!nck.  in  order  to  (tblatn  a  xtrikincr  t.-tlV-v-'  of  rontrw', 
and  thul.  c*MiId  ho  liave  derived  a  similar  advaniuife  from  makiu< 
liM  hcriiintf  blue,  bluo  jih  •  flioiild  havft  been. 

I  do  n«it  rMvtcnd  to  pfead  Ui*  irainMniticn  of  my  ordnr  ao  htfWf 
nit  thiii ;  but  neiUier  will  i  albiw  that  ibc  author  of  a  mor^ni 
mttiqoo  roMMnoe  i«  obtigud  lo  confine  hmwuif  to  tho  vntnt^o- 
lion  of  tlm«e  mannurn  only,  which  can  bo  proved  to  have  ab*0" 
lutely  existed  in  the  tinip-*  lie  i*  dniuctin",  «o  ilial  he  rCTtriii 
himself  Ut  dudi  as  are  iitnuj^itdennd  natumi,  Hiid  contain  noob^ 
viduri  anuchronimn.  In  thia  point  of  view,  wiial  ran  be  moj? 
natural,  Uinn  iliut  the  Tcmi»lar»,  who,  we  know,  copivni  oJoRJf 
Ihe  luxuries  of  tlie  Anintic  warrion*  with  whom  ilwy  foB?t»f, 
should  iiii^  the  wn-joe  of  the  ennlavad  AtVirima,  whom  Uie  f«l« 
of  war  tmnkft;rred  to  now  maetora^  1  nut  cure,  if  thi>re  are  no 
pr«ci:»«  pr(M»fi;  of  their  liavin?  doneao,  ihore  is  nttlhini.  un  tbe 
otticr  hniid,  that  can  entitle  ut  pOAitively  to  6tirw^ude  tlint  tli^r 
novfir  did.    BexideK.  there  U  an  ifinianee  to  romance. 

John  of  Ranipoyno,  on  fXc»*lloni  jncfler  and  minstrel,  an#«^ 
toolt  to  crtect  Uic  cflcaiM)  of  one  Audalf  do  Br»cy.  by  (wwentu'* 
himself  in  dia^i«ie  at  the  court  of  tliclcnitf.  witero  Ite  wa«oa^ 
fined.  For  thiff  purpose,  "  he  ataincd  his  Imtr  and  In*  wh«» 
twdy  entirely  as  b  ack  as  jet,  so  that  nothmif  wa*  ^inle  Iwl  kt* 
lf»nUi,*'  rtoJ  succeeded  in  iniposinf  him^lf  on  tho  kinf,  a««" 
Ethiopian  inmMtrel.  He  t-Jf-ciwd,  by  6trataeem.  tho  o*oopa  "< 
the  pri.-iunor.  No^rfies,  therefore,  ina»l  have  Iweu  kuu«vn  m 
England  in  the  dark  a^etf.  * 

t  DiflcertAtion  on  Rumanco  and  Miojtrrcttj',  pttfl;ced  to  Hif 
ion'a  AocMotliatrical  Kaniance«,p.  diUueviL 


llie  flingufair  appeaninoe  of  this  caTakade  -do!  only 
attracted  the  cunosily  of  Wamba,  but  excited  even 
that  of  his  less  volatile  companion.  Tlie  monk  he 
instantly  knew  to  be  the  Prior  of  Jorvaulx  Abbey, 
well  known  for  many  miles  around  as  a  lover  of  the 
ehasa  of  the  banquet,  and,  if  fame  did  him  not  wrong, 
of  other  worldly  pleasures  still  more  inconHisient 
with  his  monastic  vows. 

Yet  so  loose  were  the  ideas  of  the  times  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  clergy,  whether  secular  or  regular, 
that  the  Prior  Aymer  maintained  a  fair  character  in 
tile  neighbourhood  of  his  abbey.  His  free  and  jovial 
temper^  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  granted 
a!>solution  from  all  ordinary  delinquencies,  rendered 
mm  a  favourite  among  the  nobility  and  principal  gen- 
tw,  to  several  of  whom  he  was  aJlied  bv  birtn^  being 
or  a^  distinguished  Norman  family.  The  ladies,  in 
particular,  were  not  disposed  to  scan  too  nicely  tlie 
morals  oi  a  man  who  was  a  professed  admirer  of 
their  sex,  and  who  possessed  many  means  of  ilispell- 
ing  the  ennui  which  was  too  apt  to  intrude  upon  the 
halls  and  bowers  of  an  ancient  feudal  ciistle.  The 
Frior  mingled  in  the  sports  of  the  field  with  more 
than  due  eagerness,  and  was  allowed  to  pos-*^ss  the 
best-trained  nawks  and  the  fleetest  greyhounds  in  the 
North  Riding ;  circumstances  which  strongly  recom- 
mended him  to  the  youtliful  gentry.  Witli  tne  old,  he 
had  another  part  to  play,  which,  when  needful,  he 
could  sustain  with  great  decorum.  His  knowledge 
pf  books,  however  superficial,  wtis  sufficient  to. 
impress  upon  their  ignorance  respect  for  his  supposed 
learning ,  ana  ;he  gravity  of  his  deportment  and  lan- 
guage, with  the  high  tone  which  he  e.xerted  in  setting 
mta  the  authoriiv  of  the  church  and  of  the  priest- 
hood, impressed  tnem  no  less  with  an  opinion  of  his 
■anciiiy.  Even  the  common  peopk^^  the  severest 
critics  of  the  conduct  of  their  betters,  had  commise- 
ration with  the  follies  of  Prior  Aymer.  He  was  gi'ne- 
rcHis;  and  charity,  as  it  is  well  known,  coyereih  a 
multitude  of  sins,  m  another  sense  than  that  in  which 
h  is  said  to  do  so  in  scripture.  The  revenues  of  the 
monastery,  of  which  a  large  part  was  at  bis  disoo- 
nl,  while  they  gave  him  the  means  of  supplying  nis 
own  very  considerable  expenses,  afforded  also  tliose 
laigesses  which  he  bestowed  among  the  peasantry, 
ana  with  which  he  frequentlv  reliev^  the  distresses 
of  the  oppressed.  If  Prior  Aymer  rode  hard  in  the 
diase,  or  remained  long  at  the  banouet,— if  Prior 
Aymer  was  seen,  at  the  early  peep  of  dawn,  to  enter 
the  postern  of  the  abbey,  as  he  glided  home  from 
torae  rendezvous  which  Had  occupied  the  hours  of 
darkness,  men  only  shrugged  up  their  shoulders,  and 
reconciled  themselves  to  nis  irre^arities  by  recollect- 
ing that  thesame  were  practised  by  many  m  his  breth- 
IQD  who  had  no  redeeming  qualities  whatsoever  to 
atone  br  them.  Prior  Aymer,  therefore,  and  his  cha- 
racter, were  wfll  known  to  our  Sa.\on  serfs,  who 
made  iheir  rude  olieisance,  and  received  his  "  berudi- 
tUcj  mcMjUSy^  in  return. 
.But  the  singular  appearance  of  his  companion  and 
his  attendants,  arrested  their  attention  and  excited 
^r  wonder,  and  they  could  scarcely  attend  to  the 
rfior  of  Jorvaulx'  question,  when  he  demanded  if 
they  knew  of  any  place  of  harbourage  in  the  vicinity ; 
m  much  were  they  surprised  at  the  half  monasuc, 
half  mihtary  appearance  o^  the  swarthy  stranger, 
and  at  the  uncouth  dress  and  arms  of  his  Eastern 
attendants.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  the  language  in 
which  the  benediction  was  conferred,  and  the  infor- 
mation asked,  sounded  ungracious,  though  not  pro- 
Wbhr  uniatelligible,  in  the  ears  of  the  Saxon  peasants 

Tasked  yon,  my  children,"  saki  the  Prior,  raising 
nis  votce,  and  using  the  lingua  Franca,  or  mixed  Ian- 
SaajA  in  which  the  Norman  and  Saxon  races  ooo- 
med  %rith  each  other,  "  if  there  be  in  this  neighs 
bourhood  any  good  maiv  who.  for  the  lovj  »  c^ 
and  devotion  to  Mother  Church,  will  give  tw«»  i*.  t  er 
liureblest  servants,  with  their  train,  a  night's  niapi- 
taji^  and  refreshment  1" 

This  he  spoke  with  a  tone  of  consdous  importance, 
which  fiamied  a  strong  contrast  to  the  modest  terms 
vliioh  he  thought  it  proper  to  employ. 

'*  Two  of  the  numblest  servants  of  Mother  Church  V 
Vpaoad  WMBba  to  himieU;-hut,  fiml  u  )m  was, 


taking caiw not tom^e  his ohservation apdihlet  **I 
should  like  to  see  her  seneschals,  her  chief  buUerii, 
and  her  other  principal  domestics  I" 

After  this  internal  commentary  on  the  Prior'n 
speech,  he  raised  his  eyes,  and  replied  to  the  questioa 
which  had  been  put. 

"If  the  reverend  fathers,"  he  said,  "loved  g6od 
cheer  and  soft  lodging,  few  miles  of  riding  would 
carry  them  to  the  Priory  of  Brinxworih,  where  their 
quahty  could  not  but  secure  them  the  most  honour* 
able  reception ;  or  if  they  preferred  spending  a  peniten- 
tial evening,  they  might  turn  down  yonder  wild  glade^ 
which  would  bring  them  to  the  hermitage  of  Copman-, 
hurst,  where  a  pious  anchoret  would  make  them 
sharers  for  the  nighi  of  ike  shelter  of  his  roof  and  the 
benefit  of  his  prayers.' 

The  Prior  snook  his  head  at  botli  pronosals. 

"  Mine  honest  friend,"  said  he,  "  if  the  jangling  ol 
thy  bells  had  not  dizzied  thine  understanding,  thoa 
mightest  know  Claicus  clericum  non  tUcimal ;  thai 
is  to  say,  we  churchmen  do  not  exhaust  each  other's 
hospitality,  but  rather  reqtrire  that  of  the  laity,  giving 
them  thus  an  opportunity  to  serve  God  in  honouring^ 
and  relieving  his  appointol  servants." 

"It  IS  true^"  rephed  Wamba,  "  that  I,  being  but  aa 
ass,  am,  nevertheless,  honoured  to  bear  the  oells  aa 
well  as  your  reverence's  mule:  notwithstanding,  I 
did  conceive  tliat  the  charity  of  .Mother  Church  and 
her  servants  might  be  said,  with  other  charity,  to 
beein  at  home." 

'  A  truce  to  thine  insolence,  fellow,"  said  the  armed 
rider,  breaking  in  on  his  prattle  with  a  high  and  sten^ 

voic^  "  and  liill  us,  if  thou  canst,  the  road  to How 

call'd  you  your  Franklin,  Prior  Aymer  7"  • 

"  Calric,"^'  answered  the  Prior?  "  Cedric  the  Saxon^ 
—Tell  me.  good  fellow,  are  we  near  hiadwelUng»  and 
can  vou  snow  us  the  road  ?" 

"The  road  will  be  uneasy  to  find,"  answered 
Gurth,  who  broke  silence  for  the  first  time,  "  and  the 
family  of  Cedric  retire  early  to  resu" 

"Tush,  tell  not  me,  fellow!"  said  the  military 
rider;  "'tis  ea.«v  for  them  to  arise  and  supply  tha 
wants  of  travellers  such  as  we  are,  who  wiU  not 
stoop  to  bea;  the  hospitality  which  we  have  a  right  to 
command. 

"I  know  not,"  said  Gurth.  sullenly,  "  if  1  should 
show  the  way  to  my  masters  house,  to  those  wha 
demand  as  a  right,  the  shelter  which  most  are  fa^ik 
to  ask  as  a  favour.'* 

**  Do  you  dispute  %vith  me,  slave!"  said  the  soldier; 
and,  setting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he  caused  him  mako 
a  demi volte  across  the  path,  raising  at  the  same  time 
the  riding  rod  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  with  a  pur* 
pose  of  chastising  what  ha  considered  as  the  insokince 
of  the  peasant. 

Gurili  darted  at  him  a  savage  and  revengeful  scowL 
and  with  a  fierce,  yei  hesitatuig  motion,  laid  his  hand 
on  the  haft  of  his  knife;  but  the  inierferfnce  of  Priof 
Aymer,  who  pushed  his  mule  betwixt  his  companion 
and  the  swineherd,  prevented  the  meditated  violence. 

"Nay,  by  Su  Mary,  brother  Brian,  y(^u  m«st  nol 
think  you  arc  now  ir^  Palestine,  i»redominn(ing  ov«» 
heathen  Turks  and  infidel  Saracens;  we  it^landera 
love  not  blows,  save  those  of  holy  Churchy  who  chas* 
tenelh  whom  she  loveth.— Tell  me,  good  fellow," 
said  he  to  Wamba,  and.  seconded  his  speech  by  a 
small  piece  of  silver  coin,  "the  way  to  Cedric  iha 
Saxon  s:  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of  it,  and  it  is  your 
duty  to  ciireci  the  wanderer  even  when  his  charactei 
is  less  sanctified  than  ours." 

"In  tmth,  venerable  father,"  answered  the  Jester, 
"  the  Saracen  bead  of  your  right  reverend  cumpanion 
has  frightened  out  of  mine  the  wav  hooie^I  am  not 
sure  I  shall  get  (here  to-night  myself." 

**  Tush,"  saki  the  Abbot,  "thou  canst  tell  ua  if  thoii 
wilt  This  revenmd  brother  has  been  all  his  life  ei* 
gaged  in  fighting  among  the  Saracens  for  the  rsco* 
very  of  the  Holy  Sx^Tchre;  he  is  of  the  order  ol 
Knights  Templars,  whom  you  may  have  heard  of;  ha 
is  half  a  monk,  half  a  soldier." 

"If  he  is  but  half  a  monk,"  saki  the  Jester,  "te 
should  not  bo  wholly  unreasonahle  with  thot<e  whoa> 
he  meets  upon  tlie  road,  even  if  they  should  be  in  n4 
hnrrr  Mkaniiwacaueitiona  that  nn  way  eoneetsa  them. . 
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"I  forpive  thy  wit,"  rrpUrd  the  Alibnf.  "on  ronHi- 
tion  rhoii  wilt  ehow  me  ihr  way  to  O  rlrr's  n^aiision.'' 

"  Well,  thtMi,"  nnswcn.-d  \Vninl>a,  "\oiir  nvtroiirfs 
inii«!  hold  on  this  path  (ill  voii  conn:  fo  a  s-unkon 
cr'jfsp.  of  whirh  prnn^H  a  nihit'p  length  r*  iu;iins  alH)ve 
ffr.ninrl;  tlun  lakf;  the  j-nfli  l"  the  lift,  fnr  ihrn- 
arv  four  which  niwr  at  Sunken  ('rnsip,  and  I  iriisi 
your  n  vrmnces  will  obtain  shelter  htlbre  the  etonn 
ronif<»  on.'' 

The  Al«lK)t  thanked  his pni?c advifir :  and  the ravnl- 
caile,  pHifin^ppiirj'  lo  their  horsi-s.  rod*  <in  as  men  do 
who  with  to  n-Mch  ihrir  inn  l,»fort'  the  !)ijr>r:ri£.':  of  a 
ntL'ht-stonn.  As  their  horns'  hDots  dud  away,  Giirth 
saiil  to  hii»  cr>nipaninn,  "If  ihi-y  follow  tiiy  wise  di- 
n-ction.fhe  reverend  fathers  wdl'hardly  reach  Rother- 
wond  fhifl  ni'-'ht." 

*•  No."  eriid  the  Jr?trr,  jrrinnin^,  "  but  they  mny 
P^nrh  Sheffield  if  ihey  liiive  jmod  link,  and  that  i«  uv 
fit  n  riace  for  them.  I  am  not  s^o  bad  a  won«i«nian  as 
fo  .show  the  dojr  when-  the  dtrr  l:es,  if  1  iiavc  no 
mind  he  should  char«e  him." 

"Thou  an  ripht."  paid  Hurth ;  "it  were  ill  that 
Avmerpaw  the  Lady  Rowma;  and  it  were  worw,  it 
may  he.  for  Ceilrir  to  quarrel,  as  is  tnost  likrly  he 
w<iii|d,  with  ihiB  military  iiiotik.  }*ui.  like  frood  ser- 
vants, l.'i  us  hear  and  set\  and  say  nciihin;?." 

We  return  to  the  ridiTS,  who  had  soon  Irft  the 
bondsmen  far  behind  them,  and  who  maintain»<l  the 
fDUowinR  ronversaiion  in  the  Norman- French  l:iii- 
fniap',  usually  eniploy«.il  by  the  superior  clasjrs,  with 
the  exception  of  the  fiw'who  were  stdl  melined  lo 
boa«t  their  Sa.xondrscnt. 

"  What  nn-an  th»*se  fi-llows  by  their  capricious  inso- 
lence?" saif]  the  Temphir  to  the  ("iff  rcian,  "and 
vhv  did  you  prt-vcnt  mi.-  from  chastisin'.r  it  ?" 

'^Marry,  brnihir  Brian,"  replud  the  Prior,  "touch- 
inff  the  one  of  ihitn.  it  were  hanl  for  ine  to  render  n 
rrrason  for  a  fool  spi-akinj;  accordin;r  to  his  felly ;  and 
the  other  churl  is  of  that  savntte,  fii tch.  intractable 
Tuvt:  some  of  whom,  as  I  have  ofti-n  to|r|  vuii,  are  still 
to  Ih*  tound  among  the  (h-seendanls  of  the  ei»nquend 
Sn.xons,  and  whose  supreme  pb  asurr:  it  :s  t«)  testify, 
by  all  means  in  their  power,  their  a  version  to  their 
comjuerors." 

■'I  would  soon  have  heat  him  into  coiTtesy,"  oh- 
§en-ed  Brian;  "I  nm  acf-ustotnwl  to  d-:d  wirh  such 
Kpirii.* :  Our  Turkish  cantives  an*  as  fierce  and  m- 
tractahle  ns  Odin  himself  eoubl  have  U  en  ;  \tl  two 
months  in  mv  household,  under  the  manajiement  of 
niv  master  of  the  slaves,  has  made  tiiein  humble, 
puhmissive,  ser^'ic♦  nble,  and  observant  of  your  will. 
MarrA'.  sir.  voii  must  l>eware  of  tlu'  poinnn  and  the 
da^nn^r?  for  they  use  eirhir  with  t'T'n  will  when  you 
give  them  the  slightest  opportunity." 

"  Av,  but,"  answered  Prior  Aymer,  "cver>'land  has 
its  own  manners  and  fashk>ns;  and,  besirles  that 
heatinu  this  fellow  could  prrjcure  us  no  information 
resp^H-iinf?  the  road  toCerlne's  hoiisi-,  it  would  have 
been  sure  to  have  estnhlish«fl  n  quarrel  bi'wixt  you 
and  him  had  we  found  our  way  thither.  R-  member 
what  I  loki  you;  this  wealthy  Franklin  is  proud, 
fienr,  jealous,  and  irritable;  a  withstander  of  the 
nobility,  and  even  of  his  neiirhbours,  Ke^inald  Front- 
d-'-B'p'uf,  and  Philip  Malvoison,  who  are  no  babes  to 
sirive  with.  He  stands  up  so  sti  ruly  ft>r  the  privi- 
jeir'H*  of  hi.^  race,  and  is  so  proud  of  his  unintemiptcfl 
rie.««nt  from  Hert-ward,  a  nnowmd  cliamt-ion  of  the 
Heplarchv,  that  he  is  universal  I  y  calle<j  f'l-dric  the 
Sa.xnn;  oiv!  makes  a  boast  of  his  l»*  l<m;?ini!  to  a  ptnv 
pie  from  whom  many  (uhers  enilea\«»ur  to  hide  their 
cef»i'nt,  lest  they  should  encounter  a  >hareof  the  rae 
tirtin,  or  Sf.'verities  imnoscii  uiiun  the  vanquished." 

"IVior  .Aynief,"  said  thi*  Templar,  *'  you  are  n  man 
of  ;.'nllnntry.  leamixl  in  the  study  of  luaufy,  and  as 
rxn«Tt  ns  a  troubadour  in  all  niaitcrc  e<uiceniin;C  the 
ar'et<  of  Idve;  hut  1  shall  ex)M*et  nuich  i>eautv  in  th:s 
rd'hratt-d  Rowenn,  to  counterbalance  theseff-denial 
and  forbi-arance  tvliieh  I  must  exert,  if  I  am  lo  crjiirt 
the  favour  of  s<ich  n  siditious  churl  as  you  have  de- 
•grihrrj  In  r  fatlu-rredric." 

V* fed nc  is  not  her  father,"  repliifl  the  Prior,  "and 

10  htif  of  rf^mntn  rclntiitn ;  sheih  des*-eiuJi  il  from  hiulier 

^kfod  thnn  t-vcii  hv  vwi*  rifls  to.  and  i?  btit  d'.8tnnt\v 

maectod  niib  him  by  biiiL    Utr  guardian,  how- 


I  ever,  he  is,  self-con  «tltuted  asl  believe;  but  his  ward 
'  is  as  dear  to  him  a.«  if  she  wltc  !iis  own  child.  Of 
I  iur  beauty  you  shall  S(Niit  !»'  judce;  ami  if  ihejiurity 
'of  hercoinpli'xiiiii.  and  tl-,e  maj»?'tic,  yit  soft  expret* 
;  sion  of  a  niild  blue  Me.  do  nor  chase  from  your  m^ 
I  triory  the  1  la»k-tres.'«i(i  p;rl?«  of  I'ali'Stinc,n^'.  orlhe 
'  hoims  of  old  M  nhoi >nd's  pniadit^e,  1  am  an  intidtl  and 
:  no  tn-e  son  of  'he  ehiireh." 

"Should  vour  boaMt^I  beauty,"  said  theTemplai; 
I  "1)0  wei;:h(-d  \n  the  balance  and  found  wanting,  jim 
I  know  our  wajier"?'' 

!     "My  >:o!d  collar,"  answmd  the  Pnor,  "n^aiiwt 
I  ten  butt.*  of  fhinn  wiui ;— tiny  are  n.irt-  r.s  stcurelf 
;«s  if  they  wj  re  ali^ndy  in  fbr  convent  vaults,  undcf 
the  key  of  old  W  nni.s  ibe  c»  llan  r." 

•'And  I  am  myself  t'»  be  ;ll('{n^"  said  the  Templar, 
"and  I  arn  only  to  be  convietid  on  mv  own  Q(inii»> 
^ion.  that  I  h.-ive  .««-i  n  no  niniden  so  !.r;iutiful  sinoa 
Pditieost  was  a  twtrlvemonih.  Rr»n  il  nol  m7— 
Pnor,  your  collar  is  in  dan'.'ir;  I  will  wiar  itoTeroqr 
porL'et'in  the  li:ris  of  .\>l:liy-«le-Ia-Zouelic." 

"Win  it  fairly,"  said  tbr  Prior,  "and  wear  it  ntn 
will;  I  will  tri:st  your  ^•:\inL'  true  res{or*e.  on  jolir 
word  as  a  kni;rht  and  ns  a  cliurehman.  Vrt  broiher, 
taki-  my  advi<e,  and  f  e  yvT  touLiie  to  a  little  inore 
ciMirftf-y  than  yoi;r  hrdM'ts  of  prKloniinaiira  over  infi- 
del captives  arifl  FrMirn  bond !- men  have  ;^ecli^to^lfd 
you.  C'iclric  the  Saxi'ii.  if  oHi  nd»d,— ai.-d  he  i?  no 
way  slack  in  tak'iif:  ot^enre.— is  a  nwn  who,  willidat 
n-'-in^-t  to  ycur  kninhihood,  mv  hi;:h  otlice,  or  ihe 
f'anciity  of  litlnr.  woi.ld  char  his  boll^-t■  of  us,  and 
S4>nrl  us  to  lodpe  with  the  larks,  thouL'b  the  hour  were 
midrii>.'ht.  And  be  ear^iel  how  you  fook  on  Kom-rna, 
whiun  hfcheri.-he?  W!th  tlu  most  ji-a:ous  care:  qdIm 
taki!  the  bast  alarm  m  that  quarter  we  are  but  kM 
men.  It  is  said  he  banislud  his  onI>  son  frutn  hil 
family  f*»r  liftincr  hi.-  *  vis  in  the  way  o(  aHvclioo  to- 
wards this  bi  aiify.  who  may  hv  worsh:r  [td,  il  serm^ 
at  a  distauee.  but  i>  not  tr»'be  a|  proaihMJ  with  oihff 
ihou^'htfl  thnn  ''ueh  a*  we  Irinj;  to  the  tlirineof  ihi 
lib  s-ed  Virjnn." 

"Well,  yoii  have  said  ♦noi-iib."  nnswrred  iheTfln- 
plar;  "I  will  for  a  niiiht  jut  on  the  ne<.flfiil  restraint, 
and  d(r>ort  m<<  as  niM  kly  .':s  a  maiden  ;  but  as  furtha 
fi-nrof  nis  i"X|>f.il:n^nisbv  vioUncr,  niy.«ell  on.isqwirriS 
with  Hamet  anri  Abdall.'^.  Wili  warrant  \ou  n^'ainsl 
that  di.><;!rac('.  Doebi  not  licit  w«'  ^hull  lie  fiiroof 
enoo^di  to  make  ^'ood  our  quar'erj*." 

"We  must  not  le*  it  conn  so  lar,"  an.*wer»-d  tha 
Prior;  "  but  In  tv']>  x\u-  rlowns  sunken  <moss.  aiidlho 
ni;:lit  isso'dark  that  we«'an  l.anlly  se^' w hifli  of  iho 
roads  we  are  to  follow.  He  bid  us  turn  1  thiuk,  to  thi 
left." 

"To  the  richt,"  said  Brian,  "to  the  l»est  of  my* 
meiebrance." 

"To  the  leff.  errtainlv.  the  left;  I  remembrr  W 
I'ointinp  wiih  hi*»  wor«i;«.ii  <wonl."' 

"Ay.  but  hehild  hi<  sword  in  his  left  hnnd,  andi» 
point! (1  n^-roKS  hi-  boriy  w.ih  u,'  sa»d  th- Templar.  . 
Kacli  maintn*  .'  h'««  <r!iiioii  with  sulTieu  nt  oha*»- 
nacy,  ns  in  nsi.  •  nail  Mrh  ea.«js;  the  aitendaiW 
wereappiabd  to.  cut  ti.iv  had  m-t  Uen  n«ar  eroiwl 
to  hear  \Va!Mbn'sdirrer:r,ns.  At  Irnuili  Brian  rtniaii" 
t  d.  w  hat  hail  at  f:rst  ♦  «f  muhI  Mni  in  the  twiiiht ;  "HtiJ 
is  sonic  one  •  .tbtr  a.-'*-'  p.  or  lyiim  «'t  ad  at  the  f<H)f « 
this  cross— Hutro,  stir  li:iii  with  ihe  but-iudofuf 
lance." 

This  was  no  sooner  done  than  thefl:.'iire  amWi  * 
claiminu  in  jzoo<l  Fn  n'h.  "Whosoiver  thou  art,  il» 
disc<'urt«'<ius  in  y<iu  t.»  distuib  mv  th«ni::liis.'' 

"We  did  but  wi>h  lo  a>k  you,'"  said  ih«-  Prior,    WJ 

road  to  RotherwiwKl.  tl;>-  nbodeof  ('Mlrie  the  Saxon. 

"I  iiijsilfam  U.'i:nf!  thi'her."  n^hi d  the  simnp* 

"ond  it  I  had  a  liors*.  I  woidd  be  your  fniide,  forij 

:  way  is   s«»n:ewliat  intricarc,  ihouiih   perii<'ily  ••* 

,  known  to  me." 

"Thou  "halt  have  both  thanks  nnd  reward,  By 
friend,"  said  the  Prior,  "if  thuu  wilt  bring u» to Ca 
dne's  in  saf«  i\ .' 

And  he  enusf  d  one  of  his  attendants  to  mount  W 
own  bd  hi»rsr.  and  frivi-  iliat  uif»n  which  he  had  nit* 
erto  ridden  lo  the  «tiai!j;tr.  who  wa»  to  oen-e  for  ■ 
jrvidf. 
\    TW\i  coivVucvo^  v>^^^^  ^^ QV9oair«  road  from  tw 
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iito  :i  wiiiir  iivfinii*  tliaii  iiny  ilii  v  liiiii  yi.  t  si'i.-n ;  niid, 
Miintitu  to  .1  laru'ti  Idw  irn-Ltulnr  huiliiimr  at  th^" 
jjijwr  tixtnini'y,  Iw  said  !(i  irn-  l*rii»r,  "  Vnndcr  la 
loilitTWihiil,  ilio  (!wplliii;rol<'«-«lri(:  tin*  Sn.xou." 


R'liicli  Waniba  had  r^comTiionded,  for  tho  purposo  of  I  tPT9  and  bpamp  of  ihe  low-browpd  hall,  by  enrniwting 
liiiilnilinL;  thfin.  Tlu'  imrli  Kum  led  dciin-r  inlu  iln.- !  ihoin  wiih  a  Idink  \anii«h  of  snot.  On  llic  !<iiJta  nf 
Nroo(l]:ui{i,  and  cro>!»Ld  iiiun-  liiun  um.'  brofik,  ilio  j  the  aparttiifiK  Inini;  iiiipliiiK  tit!*  of  war  aiid  of  tiio 
ipproni'li  to  which  was  nudind  i»t;nlous  hy  tlnj  j  rlinso,  and  thtrt'  wito  ul  (uch  cnrih  r  fuldinjj  door.-s 
iiarKiitii  ihr^iiifh  whif.h  it  llowrd;  hut  the  Htranirt-r '  wfii<>h  ^uvc  ucccsb  to  other  parts  of  thu  oxiciisive 
leriiii-l  to  kn«iw,   as  if  hy  iiisciict,   the  Houiidrst  j  building. 

5iwjnd  and  thi*  *af<pst  points  of  {ia»«.Maao;  and  hy  dinl '  The  otlur  appointnirnfs  of  tho  mnneion  pnrtiutk  of 
>f  caiiii'ii)  and  utioiiiion,  l>ro:ii:hl  lh«.'  partus  saidv  |  tin.'  rnd<'  Mnijilu'iiy  of  rht  •Siixiiti  piriinJ,  which  Ct^- 

I  1  1.  ..I...  1  ..  . r  ■  jj.j^,  piquiil  hniiSf  If  iijMn  niaitiiairimi;.  Tlu*  fl«)or  waa 

c-ornposi  i]  of  tarrh  ini.xnl  with  linn-,  tnvddt  n  into  a 
iiard  .suli>Tan*-i-.  s.m'Ij  a«*  is  ofii  ii  cniplojt-d  in  floonnji 
our  modi  rn   iiiirns.     For  almiit  oiio  i|uartiT  of  tho 

This  was  a  I'ljfu)  inuioation  to  Ayrii'-r,  whofUM  im^th  of  the  ni>artini  nt,  ihc  floor  wii.a  raised  hy  a 
Iff^T"*  wcrr  nmii'of  ih'"  ^rrilnu'l■^«t,  and  who  hail  Hjf-  ;  Hlrp,  ani  this  sjiin'r,  whirh  was  call*  d  the  »iai«,  WJUI 
Vwl  fiii'h  a;-'iiaiion  and  al-iriii  in  tin,'  roursc  of  pa.*:^-  I  ofcnp:*--!  «ialy  hy  rh*-  inMripai  nifinhiTsof  thr  fani:Ij', 
ii:;  tiiruudi  utv  lian^trous  hwu"^.  that  in:  iiad  not  yi'C  \  niid  vi>i(Lrs  of  di<>i;ti(-iiiin.  For  thi:<  purpon-,  a  rnhie 
nA  tin;  ruriits:ry  to  ask  his  ;iuidf  a  i»ini,'l«;  nucsti.m.  ■  ri«"hly  covi  ml  wiih  s'-arjct  rluiii  wiiy  platiwl  triiu!— 
Mihliru'  him.*  If  now  at  his  lasu  and  mar  hhi  hi  r,  Ins  1  vtrscly  acr-iss  tin-  pljitfuriu.  from  the  niiiidh-  uf  winch 
nirHMiiy  hi-^:iM  to  nwaki',  and  hu  duiiiandud  of  liie  {  ran  ihi-  \'H\.z>  rand  i<uvir  huard.  at  which  ihi;  dnrn'"*- 
;jidi'  wh(»  and  what  he  was.  |  ti«;i»  an«l  inlcrtcr  ih  rs.ms  Wd.  down  lowards  ihr  l.ot- 

"A  I'rihni-r.  insi  relumed  from  thu  Holy  Land,"  toin  of  tiif  iiail.  The  v%h<ilt>  nM-inhiid  (htr  form  of 
irw  ihi.'  nn-^vviT.  !  the  letter  T,  or  sonu-  of  t]if»s4'  ancient  dinn«!r-lahli»». 

*•  V.Mi  hail  [letter  iiavp  tarried  there  to  fij:hl  for  the  wiiich.  arranuui  on  thi-  8anie  principles,  may  l»e  ^iill 
rpooviry  of  the  H.i'.y  Seind-'liri-."  said  the  Ti'iiiphtr.  j  mtix  in  the  aiiTKiiie  Cnlleiii  s  of  O.xfonl  or  C*anihriiii:e. 

"Tnie.  Ki\ennr|  Sir  KnjL'ht."  answ«  red  thi:  I*al-  :  Massive  ciiiiii.-*  and  Httli>  nf  catMil  oak  were  placetl 
HKT,  III  wlmai  tlie  aiijjearanei-  uf  ihe  Teiiiolar  seeiiu-d  ujkHi  the  rliuM,  and  ri\«  r  thi  si-  seat?*  and  the  more  ele- 
perftHiiy  I'lnniinr ;  "hut  wh'-n  thuM'  wJio  are  under!  vat<.-d  tahle  \\a«  fiisii-iiid  n  eanii;<y  of  elotli.  wIik  h 
Mill  to'nr.jvi  r  r!i"  holy  city,  an-  fotn.d  travelliiit;  nl  ,  s»T\ed  in  s»!iie  d'  'JTi  i  to  firoticl  the  dij^nitaries  who 
roch  n  distaiiee  fnuii  rhe  seeiie  of  liieir  (hides,  can    ocrnpicd  tii:i(  di.-tiiiiiir.-ihed  starron  fn>in  the  weather, 


i'lMi  wondi-r  ihar  a  r-eaeefnl  p'.asant  like  nie  should 
drrliac  liie  ta>k  whieii  iluy  have  ahandoned  .''' 

The  Teniplir  wmiid  have  made  an  aii^ry  n-plv,  but 
wnsinr-rniiiiiil  hy  th«-  Prior,  wno  aij-iin  exjiressiil  Ins 
aAunishnp  nt,  rijat  tiieir  cuiile,  afti-r  such  him;  ah- 
h'nrf,  s'loe.lil  (k)  ho  |H:rfectly  ac'inainti.-d  witii  the 
paw.Tjof  the  f«)r«:st. 

"I  was  horii  R  native  of  fhes/-  parts,"  nn»«weryd 
thfirauide,  and  as  ho  ma-lo  I  lie  reply  they  sfo<id  hefore 
tlie  niansion  of  C^flric;— a  low  irrej^idar  JMnldint;. 
foninniin:?  pnviTnl  rourt-vanis,  or  enejosun's,  extemi- 
inifovcra  c(»n«ideral>li.>  ppaee  of  uninnd,  and  winch, 
tli'JtiLTh  its  si/«>  nri^ued  the  inhabitant  to  he  a  {v-rson 
ofwoallii.  dijli-rerl  entirely  fnnn  tln'  t;dl,  tnrrellid, 
andcasNllriTi'd  liii:ldiii:;x  in  which  thi'  Norman  nu- 
bility risklMJ.  aMii  wliieli  had  become  the  universal 
Mylfotarchireerun-  tlironizli'.iii  Knirl-ind. 

K»)th»rw'iiHi  was*  n-ji,  however,  without  defences*; 
Ho  habit  at  ii  in,  in  that  disltirlietj  turiiMi,  ciiuld  hrive 
l^i-n^o,  wiilioiit  ihi.nskof  bein^pfnnder»H|  anil  burnt 
H)re  till'  next  inorninji.  .4  deip  fo'S*-,  or  ditch, 
•asilrawn  mund  tin-  whole  Imil-lin;;.  and  tilled  wnh 
*HtcTlnin»  a  nt  I-rhhonrinu'  sm-am.  .A  doiiMe  ritoek- 
»'k or  prdi«:iii'-.  ciiiiip.H'il  of  poinieij  Uams,  which 
Jii'  arrneent  torest  f>np|iiieil,  defende<i  the  outer  and 
aner  hank  of  the  trench.  Then*  wa**  an  eniran-e 
Tom  ilie  wHfjt  turotii^h  the  outer  s»«H*kade,  which 
'•minimi icnii-il  by  n  jlr-ivvbrnLT.  with  a  similar  opeii- 
ng  in  ine  mieriiir  difenees.  Some  precautions  had 
>nn  tnken  to  place  tliise  eiilranci-s  un'li.r  the  pro- 
J-Ttion  of  proJMCii  njr  a»i;rlij*.  hv  uhich  rlu-y  niiirhl  be 
lankefi  in  case  of  riivd  \>v  nn-hers  nr  slin-jers. 

Bi'lorc  this  emrance  the  T»-nipIar  wouiiii  his  horn 
oufily;  for  the  ram,  whieji  Ii;id  ]oii4  lhrcatt:iicd, 
iQKUi  DOW  to  descend  with  ^Teut  violence. 


CHAPTP.R  III. 

Th»fi  rwiH  mlH'f)  frnm  llm  hl-Mk  rmi-it  fhni  hrtra 
Till-  (ii-rinnn  «->ri»-|i>  r«uir.  i1ih.|i  •.Nioiinti.'.  -rrnriir, 
Aod  jreiluw-liiiircii,  Uic  btuevynl  S»v--ii  r:inii! 

Tii>iMi>»j.«'s  l.Uiertf. 

N  a  hall.  tlie  heiirht  of  which  w:is  ;.'ri  ally  dispni- 


aiid  e.Nprciiiliy  fp'in  tin-  rain,  winch  in  some  places 
iouw\  its  w  ly  thrmiiih  flu"  ill-ciin>trurted  roof- 

The  walls' of  this  ii;  jn-r  end  of  the  hall,  as  for  ai 
the  <lai8  extend* (!.  were  (ov«n-<l  with  hanuiniiw  or 
eiirtnin*>.  and  iipiui  thi-  tloor  thi  re  wiis  a  cartMt.  hoth 
of  which  were  :idi.rn'fl  with  some  attempts  at  tajK"*- 
try.  or  » Mihrouli  ry.  ixeciind  with  brilliant  or  ratlur 
jiauHy  ciiloiirini<.  Hver  the  |r)wi  r  rarijre  of  table,  (he 
rtH>f.  as  we  h:ive  notici  il,  had  no  eovi-rin^;;  the  roii^;h 
pla.*;ten.'d  walls  were  left  bare,  and  the  rude  earthen 
rtiMir  was  nneariiefi'd  ;  the  borird  was  uneovend  by  ii 
cloili.  an<l  rude  n)as.Hive  benches  HUpplied  the  place  of 
chairs. 

Ill  the  centre  of  the  upi>f»r  table,  wcrD  placrtl  two 
chairs  inon-elevateil  ilwin  the  rest,  fur  the  mnsternnd 
misirea*  of  the  familv.  who  pr»  sided  over  rhe  fw-i  no 
of  h<i.s;.:ialiry,  and  from  dc.inir  s«i  deriv«f]  their  Saxon 
title  of  honour,  which  H^^nities  ''the  Dividers  of 
Hnad." 

To  each  of  the«*  chairs  was  addetl  a  footstool.  «-uri- 
onsly  carvjil  and  iiilnid  wirh  ivorv,  which  murk  of 
ili>tinci:..n  wa>  p-euliir  to  thcin.  One  of  these  maw 
wa.^  at  |iris»-nr  occMp:.d  by  (!i.lrie  the  Saxon.  wh««. 
ihoiiirh  hiii  in  rank  a  liiaiie,  or.  asiiie  .\oriiians  called 
iiiiii,  a  rrankiin.  felr.  at  the  d'  lay  of  his  evcnin;;  meal, 
an  irnt.ibli.' iinpat!!  iii-c,  which  iiiiuht  hnv*  hectinh-  an 
ald'Tinan,  whitlur  uf  nrieieni  or  uf  niod.'rn  times. 

It  appiartd,  iinjieti,  from  th'!  eonntennnce  of  ihifl 
nropriefor,  thai  h  •  was  f)f  a  frank,  but  hasty  and  eho- 
lerie  n  rnpT.  He  was  not  jihove  the  middle  sta- 
fiin*,  hiif  broad-shoulden'fl,  lunij-armed,  and  p*'wer- 
t'ully  made,  like  one  accn>lomed  to  eiiilure  the  f;itiunitf 
of  war  t»r  of  the  chasi- ;  his  Inr-e  was  broad,  with  Inrpc 
blue  eyiss,  opi'ii  and  frank  features,  fine  teeth,  and 
a  well  torinid  hiad.  aho^eifier  exnnssive  uf  that  irnrt 
of  i^i)oii-humour  which  olten  lorli^'es  with  a  srdtlen 
and  hasty  (i-iii[ier.  IVide  and  ji  ii]ou*<v  there  was  in 
his  eve,  for  his  life  h;id  li«er!  "fnni  ni  as^^-rtinu  riirhfii 
whieh  were  ciiiistant'y  liahle  To  invasion;  and  tho 
I'Minpt.  fiery,  ami  n'soliite  di>piisiiiion  of  liie  man.  had 
h»t'n  kept  eon»<r!iriiIy  uikiti  fhe  n!i  rr  l»v  the  c;rnini- 
sraner-i  of  hi«  siTipritiiin.  II:s  loni»  yi  How  hair  was 
ijually  divii'ed  on  till  top  of  his  he;id  ami  upon  h:!i 


POrtion-.ti  to  its  extreme  IciiL'ih  ami  widrh,  a  Ion:;  |  hrow.  and  eoiulx  •!  down  oim  aeli  Nide  to  tin;  lerejih  ut 
gj^l^n  table  ffinii'il  of  |»':iiil.s  roui.'h-luwn  from  the  ,  his  shoulder'*;  it  had  b.it  liiil-  tendeii-'y  tu  .irrav, 
■W¥irt.  and  wlm-h  had  searcelv  P-eeived  anv  jwdish,  j  ahhouL'h  ('^Inc  was  Jippr-nichnm  to  h'stixtieth  y.-ar. 
•Jooi)  rea<ly  T-np-ired  for  the  evi-n!ii:r  mud  of  C'edric  Hi**  dn  -<!  we-  a  iiinic  of  for-  .<l  ;.'ri  •  ri.  fiirreil  ai  thii 
iJwSaxiin.  The  roiifcoiiipostd  of  hiniiis  ami  rafters,    throat  and  cutis  with  whni  w:is  ended  minevir;  n 


"*i  nurfiini:  to  divnie  I'.i.-  apartmeiil  Irom  the  sky 
^IJ^iiajj  (he  idankiii^  aiul  thatch  ;  thi  re  was  a  hu;.'e 
"'tplaiv  at  (iliiereiiil  of  the  h.-ill.  hut  as  the  ehinmeys 
*«'^  ciMistnicti.-.]  in  a  v-  ry  ehim><y  mnmic  r.  nt  least 
^snajch  of  thi*  smuke  tound  its  Wiiy  into  the  :ip"»rt- 
*«wt  as  «seaii'  d  bv  tin-  inow  r  vi  nr'.  The  eotistflm 
'•l^iir  w  hicli  this  occu.-.oneU,  limt  iKjhshed  the  ral- 
VuL.  UL 


kind  of  fur  inf'  nor  in  ipiahtv  to  i  mime,  and  fnrmei*.  it 
IS  bilieved.  of  tlie  skill  of  the  i:ray  HiUTnL  Thia 
iloidilei  hiniL'  inii'Uttniied  over  a  clo<ie  dress  of  M^arlet 
wlii'-h  siife  titriit  ro  his  ImuIv:  he  had  bn'*-che»iif  ih*i 
?-anie,  bur  ihev  did  not  p-iieh  helow  the  lower  part 
of  the  fhiiiij.  !i  avire.r  I'rii-  knee  exjHisi-d  His  fi  it  liaii 
£=undaU  of  llic  :t'iiLuc  \u«»u\o\v  yiWVv  \W  v^^l&^)X\^%^  v^va. 
%'d 


of  finer  mnteriala  and  secured  in  the  front  with  golden 
cia«|)!i.  He  had  bracelets  of  gold  upon  his  arms,  and 
a  broad  coUnr  of  the  same  precious  metal  around  his 
nfick.  Ab4)ut  hi«  waijt  he  wore  a  ricbly  studded  belt^ 
in  which  was  stuck  a  short  straight  two-edged  sword^ 
Miith  a  sharp  point,  so  disposed  as  to  hang  almost 

Rerpendicularly  by  hie  side.  Behind  his  seat  was 
ung  a  scarlet  cloth  cloak  lined  with  fur,  and  a  cap 
of  the  same  materials  richly  embroidered,  which  com- 
pteted  the  dress  of  the  opulent  landholder  when  he 
chose  to  go  forth.  A  short  boar-soear,  with  a  broad 
and  bright  steel  head,  also  reclinea  against  the  back 
of  bis  chair,  which  served  him,  when  he  walked 
ahroad,  for  the  purposes  of  a  staff  or  of  a  weapon,  as 
chanoe  might  require. 

Several  domestics,  whose  dress  held  various  pro- 
|M.*rtion8  betwixt  the  richness  of  their  master's,  and 
the  coarse  and  simple  attire  of  Gurth  the  swine-herd, 
watched  the  looks  and  waited  the  commands  of  tlie 
•Saxon  dignitary.  Two  or  three  servants  of  a  superior 
order  stood  behind  (heir  master  upon  the  dais ;  the 
rest  occupied  the  lower  part  of  the  hall.  Other  attend- 
ants theiv  wereof  adlBerent  description;  two  or  three 
large  and  shagf^  greyhounds,  such  as  were  then  em- 
ployed in  huntmg  the  stag  and  wolf:  as  many  slow- 
hounds  of  a  large  bony  breed,  with  thick  necks,  large 
heads,  and  long  ears ;  and  one  or  two  of  the  smaller 
dogH,  now  called  terriers,  which  waited  with  impa- 
tience the  arrival  of  the  supper:  but,  with  the  saga- 
cious knowledge  of  physiognomy  peculiar  to  their 
race,  iorbore  to  intrude  upon  the  moody  silence  of 
tueir  master,  apprehensive  probably  of  a  small  white 
truncheon  which  lay  by  Cedric's  trencher,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repelling  the  advances  of  bis  four-leigged 
dependants.  One  grisly  old  wolf-dog  alone,  w.th  the 
liberty  of  an  indulged  tavourite,  had  planted  himself 
close  Dy  the  chair  of  state,  and  occasionally  ventured 
to  solicit  notice  by  putting  his  large  hairy  head  upon 
his  master's  knee,  or  pushing  nis  nose  into  his 
hand.  Even  he  was  repelled  by  the  stern  command, 
"  Down.  Balder,  down !  I  am  not  in  the  humour  for 
foolery.'* 

In  tact,  Cedric,  as  we  have  observed,  was  in  no 
very  placid  state  of  mind.  The  Lady  Rowena,  who 
had  been  absent  to  attend  an  evening  mass  at  a  dis- 
tant church,  had  but  just  returned,  and  was  changing 
her  garment^  which  had  been  wetted  by  the  storm. 
Thfte  were  as  yet  no  tidings  of  Gurth  and  his  charge, 
wiuch  should  long  since  have  been  driven  home  from 
the  forest ;  and  such  was  the  insecurity  of  the  period, 
as  to  render  it  probable  that  the  delay  might  be 
explained  by  some  de|)redation  of  the  outlaws,  with 
whom  the  auiacent  forest  abounded,  or  by  the  violence 
of  some  neighbouring  baron,  whose  consciousness  of 
strength  made  him  equally  negligent  of  the  laws  of 
property.  Tlie  matter  was  of  consequence,  for  great 
part  of  the  domestic  wealth  of  the  Saxon  proprietors 
consisted  in  numerous  herds  of  swine,  especially  in 
forest  land,  where  those  animab  easily  foand  their 
food. 

Besides  these  sabiects  of  anxiety,  the  Saxon  thane 
was  impatient  for  liie  presence  of  nis  favourite  clown 
Wamba,  wliose  jests  such  as  they  were,  served  for  a 
0ort  of  Seasoning  to  his  evening  meal,  and  to  the  deep 
draughts  of  ale  and  wine  with  which  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  accompanying  it.  Add  to  all  this,  Oedric  had 
fasted  since  noon,  ana  his  usual  supper  hour  was  long 
past,  a  cause  of  irritation  common  to  country  squires, 
both  in  ancient  and  modern  times.  His  displeasure 
WBS  expressed  in  broken  sentences,  partly  muttered 
to  himseiC  pardy  addressed  to  the  domestics  who 
Blood  around ;  and  particulaHy  to  his  oup-bearer,  who 
offered  him  ftom  time  to  time,  as  a  sedative,  a  silver 
goblet  fillei  with  wme— "Why  tarriea  the  Lady 
Rowena?'* 

VShe  is  bat  changing  her  head-gear,"  replied  a 
fomalfc  attendant,  with  as  much  confidence  as  the 
favourite  lady's-maid  usually  answers  the  master  of 
a  modem  family;  "you  would  not  wish  her  to  sit 
down  to  the  banquet  m  her  hood  and  kirtle?  and  no 
lady  within  the  shira  can  be  quicker  in  arraying  her- 
•elf  than  my  mistreffl." 

This  undeniablo  argument  pmduced  a  sort  of  aoqui> 
•Kant  uraph  1  on  the  part  o$  the  Saxon,  with  th«  ad- 


dition,  *'I  wish  her  devotion  may  choose  fair  weather 
for  the  next  visit  to  St  John's  Kirk;— but  what,  in 
the  name  of  ten  deVils,"  continued  he,  turning  to  the 
cup-bearer,  and  raising  his  voice,  as  if  happy  to  have 
found  a  channel  into  which  he  might  divert  hisnndig- 
nation  without  fear  or  control— "  V"3t.  in  the  name 
of  ten  devils,  keeps  Gurth  so  long  a- field  7  I  suppose 
we  shall  have  an  evil  account  of  the  herd ;  he  was 
wont  to  be  a  faithful  and  cautious  drudge,  and  I  had 
destined  him  for  something  better;  perchance  I 
might  even  have  made  him  one  of  my  warders."* 

Oswald  the  cup-bearer  modestly  suggested,  "  that 
it  was  scarce  an  hour  since  the  tolling  of  the  curfew;'* 
an  ill-chosen  apology,  since  it  turned  upon  a  topic  so 
harsh  to  Saxon  ears. 

"The  foul  fiend,"  exclaimed  Cedric,  "take  the  cur- 
few bell,  and  the  tyrannical  bastard  by  whom  it  waa 
devised,  and  the  heartless  slave  who  names  it  with  a 
Saxon  tongue  to  a  Saxon  ear !  The  curfew  f  he 
added,  pausing  "ay,  the  curfew;  which  compela 
true  men  to  extmguish  their  lights,  that  thieves  and 
robbers  may  work  their  deeds  m  darkness !— Ay,  the 
curfew;— Reginald  Pront-de-Ba^uf  and  Philip  deMal- 
voisin  know  the  use  of  the  curfew  as  well  as  William 
the  Bastard  himself,  or  e'er  a  Norman  adventurer 
that  fought  at  Hastings.  I  shall  hear,  I  guess,  that 
my  property  has  been  swept  off  to  save  from  starving 
the  hungry  banditti,  whom  they  cannot  support  but 
by  theft  and  robbery.  My  faithful  slave  is  murdered, 
and  my  goods  are  taken  for  a  prey— and  Wamba^ 
where  is  Wamba  1  Said  not  some  one  he  had  gooe 
forth  with  Gurth  ?" 

Oswald  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

"Ay?  why  this  is  better  and  better!  he  is  carried 
off  too,  the  Saxon  fool,  to  serve  the  Norman  lord. 
Fools  are  we  all  indeed,  that  serve  them,  and  fitter 
subjects  for  their  scorn  and  laughter,  than  if  we  were 
bom  with  but  half  our  wits.  But  I  will  be  avenged,*' 
he  added,  starting  from  his  chair  in  impatience  at  the 
sm)po8ed  injury,  and  catching  hold  of  his  boar-spear : 
"1  will  go  with  my  complaint  to  the  great  council ;  1 
have  friends,  I  have  followers— man  to  man  will  I  ai>- 
peal  the  Norman  to  the  lists ;  let  him  come  in  hia 

Clate  and  his  mail,  and  all  that  can  render  cowardice 
old;  I  have  sent  such  a  javelin  as  this  through  a 
stronger  fence  than  three  of  their  war  shields  I— Haply 
they  think  me  old :  but  they  shall  find,  alone  and 
childless  as  I  am.  the  blood  of  Hereward  ia  in  the 
veinsof  Cedric— Ah,  Wilfred,  Wilfred !"  he  exclaimed 
in  a  lower  tone,^ "  couldst  thou  have  ruled  thine  un- 
reasonable  passion,  thy  father  had  not  been  Idft  ia 
his  age  like  the  solitary  oak,  that  throws  out  its  shat- 
tered and  unprotected  brancnes  against  the  full  sweep 
of  the  tempest  F'  The  reflection  seemed  to  conjure 
into  sadness  his  irritated  feelings.  Replacinjg  hie 
javelin,  be  resumed  his  seat,  bent  his  looks  down- 
ward, and  appeared  to  be  absorbed  in  melancbolf 
reflection. 

From  his  musing,  Cedric  was  suddenly  awakened 
by  the  blast  of  a  horn  which  was  replied  to  by  the 
clamorous  yells  and  barking  of  all  tredogs  in  the 
hall,  and  some  twenty  or  diirty  which  were  quartered 
in  other  parts  of  the  buildine.  It  coat  some  exercise 
of  the  white  truncheon,  well  seconded  by  the  exer- 
tions of  the  domestics,  to  silence  this  canine  clainonr. 
"To  the  gate,  knaves!"  said  (he  Saxon,  hastily,  as 
soon  as  the  tumult  was^  much  appeased  that  the 
dependants  could  hear  his  voice.  "  See  what  tidings 
that  horn  tells  us  of— to  announce^  I  ween,  some  h^- 
shipt  and  robbery  which  has  been  done  upon  my 
lands." 

Returning  in  lees  than  three  minutes,  a  warder  an* 
nounoed,  "that  the  prior  Aymer  of  Jorvaulx,  and  th« 
good  knight  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  commander  of 
the  valiant  and  venerable  order  of  Knights  Tempbn^ 
with  a  small  retinue,  requested  hospitality  and  lodging 

•  Th«  original  hnt  Cnfch/s,  by  wh5ch  the  Snxona  seem  ta  bar* 
dftifmitnd  n  cIbm  r>f  military  attendanta.  *ometim<*«  free,  tome* 
tlmeii  tmndimen,  bat  aUvayt  ranking  abo\'e  an  ordinary  domaa* 
tic,  wheUior  in  Uie  royal  houtvlioid  or  in  Ui«>«e  of  the  alderoMO 
and  llianes.  But  Uie  term  cniclit,  now  spelt  kniflit,  havinf 
been  received  into  the  Engli!*h  loneuafe  a«  enuivatent  toibi 
Norman  word  chevalier,  I  have  avoided  tuing  it  ia  ila  wttn  a» 
ciant  aerue,  to  pievaot  QoaOliiSfi.^.  ^^^.^  U  T. 

•tpuiage.  ^ 


ior  the  BiKkt,  ^i^r  dn  fhei^  wiy  i»  k  fbnnmnent 
which  was  to  be  held  not  far  frnm  Aehby-de-le- 
Zouche,  on  the  second  day  from  the  preeent" 

"Aymer,  the  Prior  Aymer')  Briam  de  Boie-GKiil- 
bcrt  7"— muttered Cedric ; "  Normans  both ;— but  Nor- 
man or  Saxon,  the  hospitality  of  Rotherwood  most 
not  be  impeached ;  they  are  welcome,  since  they 
have  chosen  to  halt— more  welcome  would  they  have 
been  to  have  ridden  fiirther  on  their  way^But  it  were 
unworthy  to  murmur  for  a  night's  lodging  and  a 
night's  food ;  in  the  quaUty  of  guests,  at  least,  even 
^'onnans  must  suppress  their  insolence.— Go,  Hun- 
debert  "  he  added,  to  a  sort  of  major-domo  who  stood 
behma  him  with  a  white  wand;  "take  six  of  the 
attendants,  and  introduce  the  strangers  to  the  guests' 
lodging.  Look  after  their  horses  and  mules,  and  see 
iheir  train  JfK:k  nothing.  Let  them  have  change  of 
vestments  if  they  reouire  it,  and  fire,  and  water  to 
wash,  iuid  wine  and  ale ;  and  bid  the  cooks  add  what 
they  hastily  can  to  our  evening  meal ;  and  let  it  be 
pat  on  the  board  When  those  stranaers  are  ready  to 
share  it.  Say  to  them,  Hundebert,  that  Cedric  would 
himself  bid  them  welcome,  but  he  is  under  a  vow 
never  to  step  more  than  three  steps  from  the  dais  of  his 
own  hall  to  meet  any  one  who  snares  not  the  blood  of 
Saxon  royalty.  Begone !  see  them  carefully  tended ;  let 
them  not  say  in  their  pride,  t  he  Sa  xon  churl  has  shown 
at  once  his  poverty  and  his  ovarice." 

The  major-domo  departed  with  several  attendants, 
to  execute  his  master's  commands.  "  The  Prior  Ay- 
mer!" repeated  Cedric,  looking  to  Oswald,  "the bro- 
ther, if  1  mistake  not,  of  Giles  de  Maulevercr,  now 
lordofMiddlehamr 

Oswald  made  a  respectful  sign  of  assent.  "  His 
brother  sits  in  the  seat,  and  usurps  the  patrimony,  of 
a  better  race,  the  race  of  Ulfgar  of  Miadleham :  but 
uhat  Norman  lord  doth  not  the  same  ?  This  Prior 
is,  they  say,  a  free  and  jovial  priest,  who  loves  the 
wine-cup  and  the  bugle-horn  better  than  bell  and 
book:  Good;  let  him  come,  he  shall  be  welcome. 
How  named  ye  the  Templnrr*' 

"Brian  de  Bois-Guilberi." 

"Bois-GuilbertT*  enid  Cedric,  still  in  the  musing, 
half-arguing  tone,  which  the  habit  of  living  among 
dependants  had  accustomed  him  to  employ,  and 
u-hich  resembled  a  man  who  talks  to  himself  rather 
than  to  those  around  him— "Bois-Guilberti  that 
name  has  been  spread  wide  both  for  good  and  evil. 
They  say  he  is  valiant  as  the  bravest  of  his  order; 
but  Plained  with  their  usual  vices,  pride,  arrogance, 
cnieliy,  and  voluptuousness;  a  hard-hearted  man, 
who  knows  neither  feor  of  earth,  nor  awe  of  heaven. 
^0  Shy  the  few  warriors  who  have  returned  from 
Palestine.— Well ;  it  is  but  for  one  night;  he  shall  be 
welcome  too. — Oswald,  broach  the  oldest  wine-cask ; 
place  the  best  mead,  the  mightiest  ale,  the  richest 
nwrat,  the  most  sparkling  cider,  the  most  odoriferous 
pigments,*  upon  the  board ;  fill  the  largest  horns- 
Templars  and  Abbots  love  good  wines  and  good 
measurt.— Elgitha»  let  thy  Lady  Roweffa  know  we 
Mall  not  this  night  expect  her  in  the  hall,  unless  such 
be  her  cFpecin I  pleasure." 

"But  it  will  be  her  especial  pleasure,"  answered 
watha,  with  great  readiness,  "  for  she  is  ever  desirous 
to  hear  the  latest  news  from  Palestine." 

Cedric  darted  at  the  forward  damsel  a  glance  of 
Msty  resentment;  but  Rowena,  and  whatever  be- 
longed to  her,  were  privileged  and  secure  from  his 
»nger.  He  only  replied,  "Silence,  maiden;  thy  tongue 
outruns  thy  discretion.  Ray  my  message  to  thy  mis- 
tiesa,  and  let  her  do  her  pleasure.  Here,  at  leas^  the 
Jwcendant  of  Alfred  still  reigns  a  princess."  Elgi- 
»« lefi  the  apartment. 

^Palestine r*  repeated  the  Saxon;  "Palestine! 
pw  many  cars  are  turned  to  the  tales  which  disso- 
wte  crusaders,  or  hypocritical  pilgrims,  bring  from 
rait  fatal  land!  I  too  might  asK— I  too  might  in- 
jwirs— I  too  might  listen  with  a  beating  heart  to 
isblet  which  the  wily  strollers  devise  to  cheat  us 
'nio  hospitality— but   no— The  son    who    has  dis- 

*T>)e«  wore  drinks  uned  bf  the  Pnxon«,  Bf  wa  ore  inrorrord 
jTll/.  Turner!  Momi  wm  made  of  liom-y  flnvourt*d  with  tlw 
)<">•  e( mulberrifii :  Piimi(Mit  «««•>  a  nwfidtand  rich  liquor,  com- 
P^  of  wine  highly  fpic»d.  and  MweeteiMd  also  willi  honey  i 
«•  other  ikinoni  ooed  no  «jipUiQat4on.  L  T.     ' 


obeyed  Im  »  bo  feUfler  mtnet  nor  w3^  I  conoem 
myself  more  for  his  fate  than  for  that  of  the  meet 
worthleea  among  the  milhons  that  ever  shaped  tbo 
cross  on  their  shoulder,  rushed  into  excesa  and  blood- 
guiltineea,  and  called  it  an  acoooiplishment  of  the 
will  of  God." 

He  knit  his  browa,  and  fixed  his  eyes  for  an  macant 
on  the  groand ;  aa  he  raised  them,  the  folding  doora 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hall  were  cast  wide,  and,  pr&> 
ceded  l^y  the  major-domo  with  his  wand,  and  foar 
domestics  bearing  blazing  torchea^  the  giieats  of  tha 
evening  entered  the  apartment. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

With  Phcep  and  •haggy  poau  the  porker*  bled. 
And  tlw  proud  Rtoer  was  on  ttie  marttle  ifirMid  { 
With  fire  prepa.'ed.  Uiey  deal  tlie  monmlii  rnnnd. 
Wine  rwy  bright  Uie  brimniinc  gobloU  cruwa'd. 

Dispoee<i  apati,  Clf owe  fharea  the  treat  i  ^ 

A  u-ivet  table  and  i^obier  neat, 
I'he  Ffifloe  oaaiane-— 
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The  Prior  Aymer  had  taken  tfae  oprxnrtiinity  aftbrded 
him.  of  changing  his  riding  robe  for  one  of  yet  mora 
costly  materials,  over  which  he  wore  a  copeounousif 
embroidered.  Besides  the  mnssivegolden  signet  nng, 
which  marked  his  eccleaiasticaJ  aignitv,  his  fmgeVa, 
though  contrary  to  the  canon,  were  loaded  witli  pre- 
cious gems;  his  sandals  were  of  the  finest  kathar 
which  was  imported  from  Spain ;  his  beard  trimiiiod 
to  as  small  dimensions  as  his  order  would  possibly 
permit,  and  hia  shaven  crown  concealed  by  a  scarlet 
can  richly  embroidered. 

The  appearance  of -the  Knight  Templsr  was  also 
changed ;  and,  though  less  studiously  bedecked  with 
ornament,  his  diess  was  as  rich,  and  hia  appearance 
far  more  commanding,  than  that  of  his  oompanu>iL 
He  had  exchanged  his  shirt  of  mail  for  an  onder 
tunic  of  dark  purple  silk,  camished  with  furs,  over 
which  flowed  his  long  robe  of  spotieaa  white,  in 
ample  folds.  The  eignt-pointed  cross  of  his  order 
was  cut  on  the  alioulaer  of  his  mantle  in  black  vel- 
vet. The  high  cap  no  longer  invested  his  browB| 
which  were  only  snaded  by  short  and  thick  curled 
hair  of  a  raven  blackness,  corresponding  to  hia  un- 
usuallv  swart  complexion.  Nothing  could  be  mora 
gracefully  majestic  than  his  step  and  n^nner,  had 
they  not  been  marked  by  a  rtredominant  air  of 
haughtiness,  easily  acquired  by  the  exercise  of  unre- 
sisted authority. 

These  two  dignified  persons  were  followed  by  their 
respectii^  attendants,  and  at  a  more  hurnble  distance 
by  their  j^iiide,  uh'>?'r'  f^hre  \iiu\  uathm^  more  tv* 
markabU'  th;in  r<  drrn^'d  ti'^ni  i}if  n^nril  wft-^ts  of  a 
pilgrim.     A   f  lo:ik   (►r  nKiMtN\  <if  mtu*-*'  Uhn'k  n-rgia 

enveloper!    Iis-i  whcm:   hinJV-      If    ivnn  JM  ^ItJi^P^  SOmfh* 

thing hki^  eIu  dunk  i»i  m  imdrtn  Imj-fjir,  hfttfrntf  fimj- 
lar  naps  tor  nArunf?  iljeaimA,  nud  whs  oilk-d  n  Scltt' 
reyn,  or  ^S'fut^'Hftnt.  i  oiufti-  hjuhJuIs,,  iKAmd  with 
thongs,  OTi  hin  linrv  Uiini  n  Itnuul  «Ttd  hhnf\i}^y  bat, 
with  cocklf**BMI»  **iiicli».fi  on  iia  linoi»  nnd  n  tatig 
staff  sho4  with  jroii^  io  ihfi  ufvptf  rnd  of  whirh  war 
attached  n  lirnnrU  ^f  pnlin.  vmnphu^  the  iJiiJmur'* 
attire.  Ife  fudnwirl  mo^ic  ■^tK-  rlu-  hwi  or  The  tmia 
which  em  I  mt  rhi'  hsilt,  niirLi^hyurvtiig  ihNi  ihf*  Jowcr 
table  scfli'  r  uRimKI  fmun  jitjJfifH'iu  Jor  ihv  lUitJwh- 
ties  of  Cf  ^in-  Ai]J  ihf  r^  pifiHr  of  hit*  gijtjit^  hr  wilh- 
drew  to  I'  ^' TH*Mjln^*'iJ  W-^idv  ntuT  almosi  i>ri(W one 
pfthelati''  r-hiiTinh-yf:,  uitd  ^■■'l■■nll■^|  ui  *ni\<\ny  h>iiif<€'tf 
in  drying  his  gafnitnts.  uniit  liie  retreat  of  someone 
should  make  room  at  tne  hoard,  or  the  hospitality  of 
the  steward  should  supply  hun  with  refreiihmenta  in 
the  place  he  had  chosen  apart. 

Cedric  rose  to  receive  his  guests  with  an  air  of  dig- 
nified hospitalitv,  and,  descending  from  the  dais,  or 
elevated  nart  or  nis  hall,  made  three  steps  towarda 
them,  and  then  awaited  their  approach. 

"I  grieve,"  he  said,  "  icvrrend  Prior,  that  my  vow 
binds  me  to  advance  no  farther  upon  this  floor  oi  m/ 
fathers,  even  to  rec»  .ve  Puch  guests  as  you,  and  thia 
valiant  Knight  of  the  Holy  Temple.^  But  my  Hleward 
has  expounded  to  you  the  catise  oi  my  seeming  dis- 
courtesy.   Let  me  also  pray,  that  you  will  excuse  mv 
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wptMng  ft)  foa  in  my  htttire  hngiia a  and  diat  70a 
%rill  peply  in  the  same  if  your  knowledge  of  it  permits ; 
if  not,  I  sttfficteatiy  understand  Norman  to  fi>Uow 
your  meaning-" 

"  Vowa."  said  the  Abbot,  "  must  be  unloosed,  wor- 
thy Franklin,  or  permit  me  rather  to  say,  worthy 

•  Thane,  though  the  title  is  antiquated.  Vows  are  the 
knots  which  tie  us  to  Heaven^they  ate  the  cords 
which  bind  the  sacriftce  to  the  horns  of  the  altar,— 
and  are  therefore,— as  I  said  befora— to  be  unloosened 
and  discharged,  unless  our  holy  Mother  Church  shall 
pronounce  the  contrary.  And  respecting  language,  I 
willingly  hold  oommunicrftion  in  that  sooken  by  my 
respected  grandmother,  Hilda  of  Middleham,  who 
died  in  odour  of  sanctity,  little  short,  if  we  may  pre- 
sume to  say  so,  of  her  glorious  namesake,  the  blessed 
Saint  Hilda  of  Whitby.  God  be  gracious  to  her  soul !" 

When  the  Prior  had  ceased  what  he  meant  as  a 
conciliatory  harangue,  his  companion  said  briefly  and 
emphatically,  "  I  speak  ever  French,  the  language  of 

"King  Richard  and  his  nobles;  but  I  understand 
English  sufficiently  to  communicate  with  the  natives 
of  tne  country." 

!  Cedric  darted  at  the  speaker  one  of  those  hasty  and 
impatient  glances,  which  comparisons  between  the 
two  rival  nations  seldom  failed  to  call  forth ;  but. 
recollecting  the  duties  of  hospitaUty,  he  suppressed 
fhnher  show  of  resentment,  and,  motioning  with  his 
hand,  caused,  his  guests  to  assume  two  seats  a  little 
lower  than  his  own.  but  placed  close  beside  him.  and 

.  gave  a  signal  that  the  evening  meal  should  be  placed 
upon  the  Doard. 

While  the  attendants  hastened  to  obey  Cedric* s 
commands,  his  eye  distinguished  Ourth  tne  swine- 

.  herd,  who,  with  his  companion  Wamba,  had  just 
entered  the  halL    "Send  these  loitering  knaves  up 

•  hither,"  said  the  Saxon,  impatiently.  And  when  the 
culprits  came  before  the  dais,— "How  comes  it,  vil- 
lains !  that  you  have  loitered  abroad  so  late  as  tnis  7 
Hast  thou  brought  home  thy  charge,  sirrah  Gurth,  or 

.  hast  thou  left  them  to  robbers  and  marauders?" 
"The  herd  is  safe,  so  please  ye,"  said  Gurth. 
^  "  But  it  does  not  please  me,  thou  knave,"  said  Ced- 
ric, "that  I  should  be  made  to  suppose  otherwise  for 
two  hours,  and  sit  here  devising  vengeance  against  my 
neighbours  for  wrongs  they  have  not  done  me.  I  tell 
thee,  shackles  and  the  prison-house  shall  punish  the 
next  offei^  of  this  kind." 

Gurth*  Knowing  his  master's  irritable  temper,  at- 
tempted no  exculpation ;  but  the  Jester,  who  could 
preauiTit?  npon  Cedric's  lolernnce,  by  virtue  of  his  pri- 
*viie£f<?a  tia  u  fool,  ririitii^^  i\n  them  both;  "In  troth, 
» uncle  Cfcdric,  jou  are  iRMihtT  wise  nor  reasonable  to- 

-HigbL" 

i  How,  mV  gnid  his  mngter;  "you  shall  to  the 
.  ^jrtor^n  Itiii^c  and  iti^U'.  of  t\\e  discipline  there,  if  you 
giveyriur  tm>kry  mnh  liooii^t-," 

"  Ftrfil1t?t  your  vnsdotti  i£  1 1  me,"  said  Wamba,  "  is 
It  juat  und  rva^nable  Lo  pLinish  one  person  for  the 
fault  of  a.dn(Jier7" 

*'  Oer[i:vinIy  tmu  ffml/*  uriKwered  Cedric. 

^*Then  why  slioiiifl  you  sliiickle  poor  Gurth,  uncle. 


for  ihtt  ffiuk  of  Uifi  (log  Fajij^'s?  for  I  dare  be  sworn 

ki  . 
we  hejurd  thtf  vowner-b^IL" 


f  I0.HI  mt  a  fiiinu[el-y  ;h^'way,  when  we  had  got 
s ur  hf  ri I  ti) 'jt*\  1 1 » r,  wliit,*h  Fc i !gs  did  not  manage  until 


'  Then  hEuig  up  Pnnm"  eaid  Cedric,  turning  has- 
tily ttjwjird*!  Ihe  switielierd,  "if  the  fault  is  his,  and 

"  Undtr  fjivour,  UEitle»"  m^d  the  Jester,  "  that  were 
flill  flouv/wlmr  cin  the  bnw^hand  of  fair  justice;  for  it 
was  no  ffluh  of  Fnni^s  tUm  he  was  lame  and  could 
Hfjt  gather  the  lierd,  liur  ihe  Omit  of  those  that  struck 
o*r  two  of  hifl  f4jr»>rl»iw%,  Mil  operation  for  which,  if 
the  poor  ftillow  had  btxti  consulted,  he  would  scarce 
jiiive  given  hi»  vtiio* /' 

"Aij(l  wtio  dnrud  to  lamti  an  animal  which  be- 
Ijoni^id  Eo  j,kiy  liitidi^jiia^^rj  T'  raid  the  Skxon,  kindling 
in  wrath. 


4©er  contrary  to  bis  master's  right,  as  ward&n  of  the 
walk.' 


""The  fbtA  fiend  take  Mthmisin,"  answered  tte 
Saxon,  "  and  his  keeper  both  I  I  will  teach  thern  that 
the  wood  was  disforested  in  terms  of  the  great  Fo- 
rest Charter.  But  ^nous^  of  this.  Gk>  to,  knava  go 
to  thy  place— and  thou.  Gurth,  get  thee  another  60^ 
and  should  the  keeper  dare  to  touch  it.  I  will  mar  ms 
archery ;  the  curse  of  a  coward  on  my  head,  if  I  strike 
not  off  the  forefinger  of  his  right  hand  I— he  shall 
draw  bowstring  no  more— I  crave  your  pardon,  my 
worthy  guests.  I  am  beset  here  with  neighbours  that 
match  your  infidels.  Sir  Knight,  in  Holv  Land.  Bat 
your  homely  fare  is  before  you ;  feed,  and  let  welcome 
make  amends  for  hard  fare." 

The  feast,  however,  which  was  spread  imon  the 
board,  needed  no  apologies  fix>m  the  lord  of  tne  man- 
sion. Swine's  flesh,  dressed  in  several  modes,  ap- 
peared on  the  lower  part  of  the  board,  as  also  thai  of 
fowls,  deer,  goats,  and  hares,  and  vanous  kinds  of 
fish,  together  with  huge  loaves  and  cakes  of  bread, 
and  sundry  confections  made  of  fruits  and  honey. 
The  smaller  sorts  of  wild-fowl,  of  which  there  wu 
abundance,  were  not  served  up  in  platters,  but  brought 
in  upon  small  wooden  spits  or  broaches  and  ofier» 
by  tne  pages  and  domestics  who  bore  them,  to  each 
guest  in  succession,  who  cut  from  them  such  a  portion 
as  he  pleased.  Beside  each  person  of  rank  was  plac«d 
a  goblet  of  silver:  the  lower  board  was  accommo- 
dated with  large  drinking  horns. 

When  the  repast  was  about  to  commence,  the  ma- 
jor-domo, or  steward,  suddenly  raising  his  wand,  said 
aloud.— '^  Forbear  I— Place  for  the  Lady  Rowena."  A 
side-door  at  the  upper  end  of  the  hall  now  opened  be- 
hind the  banquet  table,  and  Rowena,  followed  by 
four  female  attendants,  entered  the  apartment  Cedric, 
though  surprised,  and  perhaps  not  altogether  agreea- 
bly so,  at  his  ward  appearing  in  public  on  this  occa- 
sion, hastened  to  meet  her,  and  to  conduct  her,  wiin 
respectful  ceremony,  to  the  elevated  seat  at  his  own 
rient  hand,  appropriated  to  the  lady  of  the  manaoa. 
All  stood  up  to  receive  her;  and,  replyine  to  thnr 
courtesy  bv  a  mute  gesture  of  salutation,  sne  moved 

gacefully  forward  to  assume  her  place  at  the  boaTd. 
re  she  had  time  to  do  so,  the  Templar  whispered  10 
the  Prior,  "  I  shall  wear  no  collar  of  gold  of  yours  at 
the  tournament.    The  Chian  wine  is  your  own. 

"Said  I  not  so?"  answered  the  Prior;  "but  check 
your  raptures,  the  Franklin  observes  you." 

Unheeding  this  remonstrance,  and  accustomed  onl/ 
to  act  upon  the  immediate  impulse  of  his  own  wishes, 
Brian  de  Bois-Guilberl  kept  his  eyes  riveted  on  uic 
Saxon  beauty,  more  striking  perhaps  to  his  imagina- 
tion, because  differing  widely  from  those  of  the  East- 
ern Sultanas. 

Formed  in  the  best  proportions  of  her  sex,  Ron-ena 
was  tall  in  stature,  yet  not  so  much  so  as  to  attract 
observation  on  a'lcount  of  superior  height  Her  com- 
plexion was  exq  jisitely  fair,  out  the  noble  cast  of  htf 
head  and  features  prevented  the  insipidity  which 
sometimes  attaches  to  fair  beauties.  Her  clear  bhie 
eye,  which  safe  enshrined  beneath  a  graceful  eyebrow 
of  brown,  sufliiciently  marked  to  give  expression  to  the 
forehead,  seemed  capable  to  kindle  as  well  as  nielt, 
to  command  as  well  as  to  beseech.  If  mildness  wera 
the  more  natural  expression  of  such  a  combination  ol 
features,  it  was  plain,  that  in  the  present  instance,  the 
exercise  of  habitual  superiority,  and  the  reception  ot 
general  homage,  had  given  to  the  Saxon  lady  a  loftier 
character,  which  mingled  with  and  qualified  that  be- 
Slowed  by  nature.  Her  profuse  hair,  of  a  colour  be- 
twixt brown  and  flaxen,  was  arranged  in  a  fanaful 
and  graceful  manner  in  numerous  ringlets,  to  form 
which,  ^rl  had  probably  aided  nature.  These  lock* 
were  braided  with  gems,  and  being  worn  at  nul 
length,  intimated  the  noble  birth  and  free-born  ootKii- 
tion  of  the  maiden.  A  golden  chain,  to  which  was 
attached  a  small  reliquary  of  the  same  metal,  hung 
round  her  neck.  She  wore  bracelets  on  her  amis 
which  were  bare.  Her  dress  was  an  under-gown  and 
kirtle  of  pale  sea-green  silk,  over  which  hun^  a  long 
loose  robo,  which  reached  to  the  ground,  having  verv 
wide  sleeves,  which  came  down,  nowevor,  very  little 
below  the  elbow.  This  robe  was  crimson,  and  nianu 
factured  out  of  the  very  finest  wool  A  veil  of  silii, 
interwoven  with  gold,  was  attached  to  the  opperpart 
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of  it;  which  could  be,  at  the  weariBr's  pleasure,  either 
drawn  over  the  face  and  bosom  after  the  Spanish 
ftahion,  or  disposed  as  a  sort  of  drapery  round  the 
ihotdders. 

When  Rowena  j;>erceived  the  Knight  Templar's 
ene  bent  on  her  with  an  ardour,  thai,  compared  with 
toe  dark  caverns  under  which  they  moved,  gave  them 
the  effect  of  lightMl  charcoal,  she  drew  with  dignity 
the  veil  around  her  face,  as  an  intimation  that  the 
determined  freedom  of  his  glance  was  disagreeable. 
Cedric  saw  the  motion  and  its  cause.  "  Sir  Templar," 
said  h&  **  the  cheeks  of  our  Saxon  maidens  have  seen 
too  Uttle  of  the  sun  to  enable  them  to  bear  the  fixed 
glance  of  a  crusader." 

"If  I  have  offended,"  replied  Sir  Brian,  "I  crave 
your  pardon — that  is,  I  crave  the  Lady  Rowena's 
pardon — for  my  humility  will  carry  me  no  lower." 

"The  Lady  Rowena,''  said  the  Prior,  "has  punished 
OS  all,  in  chastising  the  boldness  of  my  friend.  Let 
me  hope  she  will  be  less  cruel  to  the  splendid  train 
which  are  to  meet  at  the  tournament." 

"Our  going  thither,"  said  Cedric,  is  uncertain.  "I 
love  not  these  vanities,  which  were  unknown  to  my 
&th03  when  England  was  free." 

"Let  us  hope,  nevertheless,"  said  the  Prior,  "our 
oompanf  may  determine  you  to  travel  thitherward ; 
when  the  roads  are  so  unsafe,  the  escort  of  Sir  Brian 
de  Bois-Guilbert  is  not  to  be  despised." 

"Sir  Prior,"  answered  ihe  Saxon,  "  wheresoever  I 
have  travelled  in  this  land,  I  have  hitherto  found  mv- 
self  with  the  assistance  of  my  good  sword  and  faith- 
/ul  followers,  in  no  respect  needful  of  other  aid.  At 
present,  if  we  indeed  journey  lo  Ashby-de-b-Zouche, 
wedo  ^  with  my  noble  neighbour  and  countryman, 
Athelstane  of  Coningsburgh,  and  with  such  a  train 
as  would  set  outlaws  and  teudal  enemies  at  defiance. 
~I  drink  to  you.  Sir  Prior,  in  this  cup  of  wine,  which 
I  trust  your  taste  will  approve,  and  I  thank  you  for 
your  courtesy.  Should  you  be  so  rigid  in  adhering  to 
monastic  rufe^"  he  added,  "  as  to  prefer  your  acid  pre- 
paration of  mdk.  I  hope  you  will  not  strain  courtesy 
lo  do  me  reason. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Priest,  laughmg,  "  it  is  only  in  our 
abbey  that  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  lac  dutce  or  the 
lac  acidum  either.  Conversing  with  the  world,  we 
use  the  world's  fashion,  and  therefore  I  answer  your 
liedge  in  this  honest  wine,  and  leave  the  weaker 
[oor,  to  my  lay-brother." 

"And  1,''  said  the  Templar,  filling  his  goblet, 
"drink  wassail  to  the  fair  Kowena;  for  since  her 
namesake  introduced  the  word  into  England,  has 
never  bwn  one  more  worthy  of  such  a  tribute.  By 
my  faith,  I  could  pardon  the  unhappy  Vortigem,  had 
he,  half  the  cause  that  we  now  witness,  for  making 
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of  them  m  my  day,  eadi  of  which  was  to  ouhm  tor 
the  course  of  fifty  vears ;  bo  that,  by  computation,  I 
must  be  at  least  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  old." 

"  I  will  warrant  you  against  dying  of  old  age,  how 
ever,"  said  the  Templar,  who  now  recognised  bis 
fiiend  of  the  forest ;  "  I  will  assure  you  from  all 
deaths  but  a  violent  one,  if  you  give  such  directions  to 
wayfarers,  as  you  did  this  night  to  the  Prior  and  me." 

''^How,  sirrah !"  saidCednc, "  misdircjct  travellers  1 
We  must  have  you  whipt ;  you  are  at  least  as  much 

rue  as  fool." 

I  pray  thee,  uncle,"  answered  the  Jester,  "let  my 
folly  for  once  protect  my  roguery.  I  dkl  but  make  a 
mistake  between  my  right  hand  and  my  left ;  and  ho 
might  have  pardoned  a  greater,  who  took  a  fool  fur 
his  counsellor  and  guide. 

Conversation  was  here  interrupted  by  the  entrance 
of  the  porter's  page,  who  announced  that  there  was 
a  stranger  at  the  gate,  imploring  admittance  and 
hospitality. 

"  Admit  him,"  said  Cedric.  "  be  he  who  or  what  he 
may ;— a  night  like  that  which  roars  without,  compels 
even  wild  animals  to  herd  with  tame,  and  to  seek 
the  protection  of  man,  their  mortal  foe,  rather  than 
perish  by  the  elements.  Let  his  wants  be  minielerea 
to  with  all  care— look  to  it.  Oswald." 

And  the  steward  left  the  banquetting  hall  to  see  the 
commands  of  his  patron  obeyed. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Tiath  not  n  Jew  ejrea  9  Hath  not  a  Jew  hands,  orpana,  dimen 
•iut>«,  tenMM.  aflTnctiona,  paasion*?  Fitd  witli  Uie  »anM  fuod, 
hurt  with  the  name  weapons,  i»ub.iect  to  Uie  same  dii«a«e«, 
lioaled  by  the  aame  means,  warmed  and  couled  by  tlie  sama 
winter  and  munmer,  as  a  Cliristian  u1 

Oswald,  returning,  whispered  into  the  ear  of  his 
master,  "It  is  a  Jew,  who  calls  himself  Isaac  oz 
York ;  is  it  fit  I  should  marshal  him  into  the  hall  T 

"  Let  Gurth  do  thine  office,  Oswald,"  said  VVamba 
with  his  usual  efirontery ;  "  the  swineherd  will  be  a 
fit  usher  to  the  Jew." 

"St.  Mar>',"  said  the  Abbot,  crossing  himself,  "au 
unbelieving  Jew.  and  aduiittea  inio  this  presence!" 

"  A  do^  Jew,  echoed  the  Templar,  "  to  approach 
a  defender  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  7" 

"  By  my  faith."  said  Wainba,  "  it  would  seem  the 
Templars  love  the  Jews'  inheritance  better  than  they 
do  their  company." 

"Pence,  my  worthy  gueati,"  said  Cedric;  "mr 
hospitality  must  not  be  bounded  by  your  dislike?,  if 
Heaven  bore  with  the  whole  nation  of  etitf-necked 
unbelievers  for  more  years  than  a  layman  can  num- 
ber, we  may  endure  the  presence  of  one  Jew  for  a 
few  hours.  But  I  constrain  no  man  to  converse  or  to 
feed  with  him.— Let  him  have  a  board  and  a  morsel 
apart,— unless,"  he  said  smiling,  "tliese  turban'd 
strangers  will  admit  his  society.' 

"  Sir  Franklin,"  answered  the  Templar,  my  Sara 
cen  slaves  are  true  Moslems,  and  scorn  as  much  aa 
any  Christian  to  hold  intercourse  with  a  Jew." 

^  Now.  in  faith,"  said  Wamba,  "  1  cannot  see  that 
the  worshippers  of  Mahound  and  Terniagaunt  have 
so  greatly  the  advontzige  over  the  people  once  chosen 
of  Heaven."  ... 

'*He  shall  sit  with  thee,  Wamba,"  said  Cedncs 
"  the  fool  and  the  knave  will  be  well  met." 

"  The  fool,"  answered  Wamba,  raising  the  relics 
of  a  ganlmon  of  bocon,  "  will  take  core  to  erect  a 
bulwark  aKainst- the  knave." 

"  Hush,"  said  Cedric.  "  fur  here  he  comes." 

Introduced  with  little  ceremony,  ond  advancing 
with  fear  and  hesitation,  and  many  a  bow  of  deep 
humility,  a  tall  thin  old  man,  who,  however,  had  lost 
by  the  habit  of  stooping  much  of  his  actual  height 
approoched  the  lower  end  of  the  board.  His  features 
keen  and  regular,  with  an  aquiline  nose,  and  piercing 
black  eyes ;  his  high  and  wrinkled  forehead,  and  long 
gray  hair  and  beard,  would  have  been  considered  at 
handsome,  had  they  not  been  the  marks  of  a  physiog- 
nomy peculiar  to  a  race,  which,  during  those  dark 
Drepaitsd  to  receive  favourably  the  expected  jest  I  ages,  was  alike  detested  by  the  credulous  and  preju 

*^B^U8e,"  answered  Wamba,  "  I  remember  three  I  diced  vulgar,  and  persecuted  jy  the  greedy  and  rapa 
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shipwreck  of  his  honour  and  his  kingdom." 

I  will  spare  your  courtesy.  Sir  Knight,"  said 
Rowena  with  dignity,  ond  without  unveiling  herself; 
I* or  rather  I  will  tax  it  so  Car  as  to  require  of  you  the 
latest  news  from  Palestine,  a  theme  more  agreeoble 
to  our  English  ears,  than  the  compUments  which 
your  French  breeding  teaches." 

"I  have  little  of  importance  to  say,  lady,"  ahswered 
Sir  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbort.  "  exceptmg  the  confirmed 
tidings  of  a  truce  with  Saladin." 

He  was  interrupted  by  Wamba,  who  had  taken  his 
appropriated  seal  upon  a  chair,  the  back  of  which  was 
decorated  with  two  ass's  ears,  and  which  was  placed 
about  two  steps  behind  that  of  his  master,  who,  from 
time  to  time,  supplied  him  with  victuals  from  his  own 
trencher ;  a  favour,  however,  which  the  Jester  shared 
with  the  favourite  dogs,  of  whom,  as  we  have  already 
noticed  there  were  several  in  attendance.  Here  sat 
Wamba,  with  a  small  table  before  him.  his  heels 
tucked  up  against  the  bar  of  the  chair,  nis  cheeks 
•ucked  up  so  as  to  make  his  jaws  resemble  a  pair  of 
Hul-crackers,  and  his  eyes  half-shut,  yet  watching 
with  alertness  every  opportunity  to  exercise  his 
Ucensed  foolery. 

"Th^e  truces  with  the  infidels,"  he  exclaimed, 
without  caring  how  suddenly  he  interrupted  the  stately 
Templar,  "  make  an  old  man  of  me !" 

'*Go  to,  knave,  how  so  ?"  said  Cedric,  his  features 
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dons  Tiobilfty,  nnd  wlid,  pftrh^pi^  owinir  to  that  TeTv 
hatred  and  persecution,  had  adoptcn  a  natioaau 
character^  in  which  there  was  mucli^  to  say  the  least, 
mean  ana  nnamiable. 

The  Jew's  dress,  which  appea'ed  to  have  suffered 
oonsitlerably  from  the  storm,  was  a  plain  ruasci  cloai^ 
of  many  fol  Is,  coverina  a  dark  purple  tunic.  He  had 
lar^  hoots  linnd  with  fur,  and  a  belt  around  his 
waist  which  sustained  a  small  knifa,  together  with  a 
Ca^  for  writini?  niattrials,  but  no  weapon.  He  wore 
a  high  squar«  yellow  cap  of  a  peculiar  fashion, 
•■«signod  to  his  nation  to  distinguish  them  from 
Chnstians,  and  which  he  doffdd  with  great  humility 
at  the  door  of  the  haJl. 

The  reception  of  this  person  in  the  hall  ot  Cedric 
ihn  Saxan,  was  such  as  miffhj  have  satisfied  the 
most  prejudiced  enemy  of  tite  tribes  of  Israel.  Ced- 
ric hiin^^lf  cj|<lly  noJded  in  answer  to  the  Jew's 
repeated  salutations,  and  signed  to  him  to  lake  place 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  table,  where,  however,  no  one 
offered  to  mike  room  for  him.  On  the  conirary,  as 
he  pas9»d  rtlon.?  the.  file,  cnstia?  a  timid  supplicalinK 
glance,  and  tumin??  towards  each  of  those  who  occu- 
pied the  lower  end  of  the  board,  the  Suxon  domestics 
squared  th«^ir  shoulders,  and  continued  to  devour  their 
Bupper  with  ffreat  perseverance^  paying  not  the  least 
attention  to  the  wants  of  the  new  ffuest.  The  atten- 
dants of  the  Abbot  crossed  themsolves,  with  looks  of 
pious  horror,  and  the  very  lieathen  Saracens,  as  Isaac 
drew  near  them,  curled  up  their  whiskers  with  indig- 
nation, and  laid- their  hands  on  their  poniards,  as  if 
neady  to  rid  themselves  by  the  most  desperate  means 
from  the  apprehended  contamination  of  his  nearer 
approach. 

Probably  the  same  motives  which  induced  Cedric 
to  open  his  hall  to  t'lis  son  of  a  rejected  people,  would 
have  made  him  insist  on  his  attendants  receiving 
Isaac  with  more  courtesy.  But  the  Abbot  had,  at 
this  moment,  engaged  him  in  a  most  interesting  dis- 
cussion on  the  breed  and  character  of  his  favourite 
hounds,  which  he  would  not  have  interrupted  for 
matters  of  much  greater  importance  than  that  of  a 
Jew  going  to  bed  supperless.  While  Isaac  thus  stood 
^n  outcast  in  the  present  society,  like  his  people 
among  the  nations,  looking  in  vara  for  welcome  or 
resting-place,  the  pllgr^n  who  sat  by  the  chimney 
took  compassion  upon  him,  and  resigned  his  seat, 
aaying  briefly,  *'Old  man,  my  garments  are  drlctd, 
my  hunger  is  appeased,  thou  art  both  wet  and  fast- 
ing." Sosayinsf,  he  gathered  together,  and  brought 
to  a  flame,  the  decaying  brands  which  lay  scattered 
on  the  ample  hearth ;  took  from  the  larger  board  a 
mess  of  pottage  and  seethed  kid,  placed  it  upon  the 
small  table  at  which  he  had  himself  supped,  and, 
without  waiting  the  Jew's  thanks,  went  to  the  other 
aide  of  the  hall;— whether  from  unwillingness  to 
hold  more  close  communication  with  the  object  of 
his  benevolence,  or  from  a  wish  to  draw  near  to  the 


upper  end  of  the  table,  seemed  uncertain. 
Had  there  been  piinters  in  those  day 
execute  such  a  subject,   the  Jew,  as  ho  bent  his 


withered  form,  and  expanded  his  chilled  and  trem- 
bling hands  over  the  fire,  would  have  formed  no  bad 
jmblematical  personification  of  the  Winter  season. 
Htving  dispelled  the  cold,  he  turned  eagerly  to  the 
■moking  mess  which  was  placed  before  him,  and  ate 
with  a  haste  and  an  apparent  relish,  that  seemed  to 
beto|cen  long  abstinence  from  food. 

^  Mean  while  the  Abbot  and  Cedric  continued  their 
discourse  upon  hunting;  the  Lady  Rowe^a  seemed 
engaged  in  conversation  with  one  df  her  attendant 
females ;  and  the  haughty  Templar,  whose  eye  seemed 
lo  wander  froni  the  Jew  to  the_  Saxon  beautv,  re- 
volved in  his  mind  thoughts  which  appeared  deeply 
to  interest  him. 

.**  I  marvel,  worthy  Cedric,"  said  the  Abbot,  as  their 
discourse  proceeded,  "  that,  great  as  your  predflection 
18  for  your  own  manly  language,  you  do  not  receive 
the  Norman-French  into  your  favour,  so  far  at  least 
aa  the  myptery  of  wood-craft  and  hunting  is  con- 
cerned. Surely  no  tongue  is  so  rich  in  the  various, 
i>Urases  wliich  the  field-sports  demand,  or  furnishes 
Owans  to  the  experienced  woodman  so  well  to  express 
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"Good  Falhar  Aymar,'  said  the  Saxon,  '*bt  it 
known  to  you,  I  care  not  for  those  over-sea  refins> 
menta  without  which  I  can  well   enough  take  tnr 

Pleasure  in  the  wowla.  I  can  wind  my  horn,  though 
call  not  the  blast  either  a  ra^taU  or  a  mortfi—l  can 
cheer  my  dogs  on  the  prey,  and  I  can  flay  and  quarter 
the  animal  when  it  is  brought  down,  without  using 
the  newfangled  jargon  of  curee^  arbor^  nombUs^  and 
all  the  babble  of  the  fabulous  Sir  Tristrem."* 

"  The  French,"  said  the  Templar,  raising  his  voice 
with  the  presumptuous  and  authoritative  tone  which 
he  used  upon  all  occasions,  '*is  not  only  the  natural 
languai{e  of  the  chase,  but  that  ol  love  and  of  war,  in 
which  ladies  should  be  won  and  enemies  defied.  * 

"  Pledtje  me  in  a  cup  oi  wine.  Sir  Templar,"  said 
Cedric,  "and  fill  another  lo  thex\bbot,  while  I  look 
b.ick  some  thirty  years  lo  tell  you  another  talc.  As 
Cedric  the  Snxon  then  was,  his  plain  English  tale 
needed  no  garnii«h  from  French  troubadours,  wh«i  it 
W.1S  told  in  the  ear  of  beauty ;  and  the  field  of  North- 
allerton, upon  the  day  of  the  Holy  Standard,  coold 
t;ll  whether  the  Saxon  war-cry  was  not  heard  as  far 
within  tiie  ranks  of  the  Scottish  host  as  thea*ici* 
snerre  of  the  boldest  Norman  baron.  To  the  memoiy 
of  the  brave  who  fought  there. — Pledge  me,  my 
guests."  He  drank  deep,  and  went  on  with  increaaing 
warmth.  "  Ay,  that  was  a  day  of  cleaving  of  shields, 
when  a  hundred  banners  were  bent  forward  over  the 
heads  of  the  valiant,  and  blood  flowed  round  l&e 
water,  and  death  was  held  better  than  Aight.  A 
Saxon  bard  had  called  it  a  feast  of  the  sword*— a 
gaih..'ringof  iheeagles  to  the  prey— the  clashing  oflHlla 
upon  shield  and  helmet,  the  shouting  of  barUe  more 
joyful  than  the  clamour  of  a  bridal.  But  oar  banit 
are  no  more,"  he  s^id ;  "  our  deeds  are  lost  in  those 
of  another  race — our  language — our  very  name— ii 
hastening  to  decay,  and  none  mourns  for  it  save  one 
solitary  old  m a n-7-Oup- bearer!  knave,  fill  the  goblets 
— To  the  strong  iri  arms.  Sir  Templar,  be  ihar  laca 
or  language  what  it  will,  who  now  bear  them  bes^in 
Palestine  among  the  champions  of  the  Cross!" 

"It  becomes  not  one  wearing  this  badge  to  an- 
swer," said  Sir  Brian  de  Bois-Gkiilberi:  "yet  to 
whom,  besides  the  sworn  Champions  of^  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  can  the  palm  be  assigned  among  tha 
champions  of  the  Cross  ?" 

"To  the  Knights  Hospitallers,"  said  the  Abbot; 
"  I  have  a  brother  of  their  order." 

"I  imi»each  not  their  fame,"  said  the  Templar; 
"  neverthi.  less" 

"1  think,  friend  Cedric,"  said  Wamba,  interferinft 
"  that  had  Richard  of  (he  Lion's  Heart  been  wise 
enough  to  have  taken  a  fool's  advice,  he  might  have 
staid  at  home  with  his  merry  Englishmen,  and  left 
the  recovery  of  Jerusalem  to  those  same  Knigbta 
who  had  most  to  do  with  the  loss  of  it." 

"Were  there,  then,  none  in  the  English  army,** 
said  the  Lady  Rowena,  "  whose  names  are  worthy  to 
be  mentioned  with  the  Knights  oi  the  Temple,  and  (A 
St.  John?" 

"Forgive  me,  lad^,"  replied  De Bois-Ouilbert,  "the 
English  monarch  did,  indeed,  brinij  toPalnstine  a  host 
of  gallant  warriors,  second  only  to  those  whoee 
breasts  iiave  been  the  unceasing  bulwark  of  tliat 
ble.-«ed  land." 

"Second  to  noxk,"  said  the  Pilgrim,  who  hsd 
stood  near  enough  to  hear,  and  had  listened  to  ihif 
conversation  with  marked  impatience.  All  turned 
towards  the  spot  from  whence  this  unexpected  asse- 
veration was  heard.  "  I  say."  repealed  the  PilgritB 
in  a  firm  and  strong  voice,  that  the  English  du- 
valry  were  second  to  none  who  ever  drew  sword  in 
defence  of  the  Holy  Land.  I  say  besideis^  for  I  stw 
it,  that  Xing  Richard  himself,  and  five  of  hia  knighta 

*  Ttiere  WM  no  laneuare  which  the  Normans  mora  fbrmattf 
w)parat«d  from  Ih&t  of  common  life  than  II14  tcrmi  of  the  diMt- 
Tho  objecuof  Uioir  purwiit,  whether  bird  or  animal.  cVtXMffA 
their  namo  each  f»»ar.  nnd  there  wore  a  hundred  conventioMi 
terms,  to  be  Ignorant  of  which  wan  to  bn  without  one  of  tlM 
dinliiiguished  marku  of  a  rcntlomnn.  The  render  may  concult 
Dnme  Juliaim  Bemere'  Ik>ok  on  the  nub.tect.  The  origin  of  ikti 
science  was  imputed  te  ttie  celebmred  SirTriatrem,  AimoMfor 
hi*  tracic  intriirue  with  Uie  heautirui  V«olto.  A»  the  NonMiM 
reaerved  the  HmU'«einQnt  of  huutinir  Ktrictly  to  thtMn^^clvci,  tiM 
term*  of  tliii  formal  jargon  w»re  all  taken  from  the  FieMk 
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Md  a  tournament  tftet  the  taking  of  St  John^e- 
Acre,  B3  challengers  a^inst  all'  comers.  I  say  that, 
on  tnat  day,  eacn  knigni  ran  three  courses,  and  cast 
to  ihe  ground  three  antai!;onist8.  I  add,  that  seven  of 
these  assailants  were  Knights  of  the  Temple— and 
Sir  Brian  de  Bois-Ouilbert  well  knows  the  truth  of 
what  I  tell  you." 

It  is  impossible,  for  language  to  describe  the  bitter 
scowl  of  rage  which  rendered  yet  darker  the  SM'arthy 
countenance  of  the  Templar.  In  the  extremity  of 
ais  rpsentment  and  confusion,  his  quivering  fingers 
griped  towards  the  handle  of  his  sword,  and^  perhaps 
onnr  withdrew,  from  the  consciousness  that  no  act  of 
violence  could  be  safely  execoted  in  that  place  and 
presence.  Cedric,  whose  feelings  were  all  of  a  ripht 
onward  and  simple  kind,  and  were  seldom  occupied  by 
more  than  one  object  at  once,  omitted,  in  the  joyous 
glae  with  which  be  heard  of  the  glory  of  his  country- 
Tuen,  to  remark  the  angrv  conrusion  of  his  guest; 
"1  would  irive  thee  this  golden  bracelet,  Pilgrim,"  he 
snid,  "  couldsi  thou  tt»ll  me  the  names  of  those  knii?hts 
wlio  upheld  so  gallantly  the  renown  of  merry  Eng- 
tend." 

"That  will  I  do  blithely,"  replied  the  Pilgrim,  "and 
without  >?iierdon:  my  oatn,  for  a  time,  prohibits  me 
from  touching  gold." 

"  1  will  wear  the  bracelet  for  you,  if  you  will,  friend 
Palmer,"  said  Wamba. 

"The  first  in  honour  as  in  arms,  in  renown  as  in 
pUcc,"  liaid  the  Pilgrim,  "was  the  brave  Richard, 
ICing  of  England." 

"Iforaive  him,"  said  Ccdric;  "I  forpive  him  his 
descent  fn»m  the  tyrant  Duke  William." 

'*The  Karl  of  Lcuester  was  the  second,"  continued 
the  Pilgrim :  Sir  Thomas  Multon  of  Gilsland  was  the 
third." 

"Of  Saxon  descent,  he  at  least,"  said  Cedric,  with 
endtation. 

*•  Sir  Foulk  Doilly  the  fourth,"  proceeded  the  Pil- 
grim. 

.  "  Saxon  also,  at  least  by  the  mother's  side,"  con* 
tinned  Cedric,  who  listened  with  the  utmost  eager- 
ness, and  forgot,  in  part  at  least,  his  hatred  to  the 
Normans,  in  the  common  triumph  of  the  King  of 
Enj;land  and  his  islanders.  "And  who  was  the 
fifth  T*  hp  demanded. 

"The  fifth  was  Edward  Tumeham." 

"  Genuine  Saxon,  by  the  soul  of  Hengist !"  shouted 
Cedric — "And  the  sixth?"  he  continued  with  eager- 
ness—" how  name  you  the  sixth  7" 

"The  sixth,"  said  the  Palmer,  after  a  pause,  in 
which  he  seemed  to  recollect  himself,  "  was  a  young 
knight  of  lesser  renown  and  lower  rank,  assumed 
into  that  honourable  company,  less  to  aid  their  enfer- 
priae  than  to  make  up  their  number— his  name  dwells 
not  in  mv  memory." 

"Sir  Palmer,"  said  Sir  Brian  de  Bois-Guilben 
jcomfully,  "  this  assumed  forgctfulness,  after  so  much 
has  bt'cn  remembered,  comes  too  late  to  serve  your 
purpo^v"  I  will  myself  tell  the  name  of  the  knight 
before  whose  lance  fortune  and  my  horse's  fault  occa- 
womd  my  falling— it  was  the  knight  of  Ivanhoe; 
nor  was  there  one  of  the  six  that,  for  his  years,. had 
more  renown  in  arms.— Yet  this  will  I  say,  and  loudly 
~ihat  were  he  in  England,  and  durst  repeat,  in  this 

week's  tournament,  ine  challenge  of  St.  John-do- 

Acre.  I,  mounted  and  armed  as  1  now  am,  would 

pve  him  every  advantage  of  weapons,  and  abide  the 

twalt" 
"  Voiu-  challenge  would  be  soon  answered,"  replied 

the  Palmer,  "were  your  antagonist  near  you.    As  the 

wwtieris,  disturb  not  the  peaceful  hall  with  vaunts  of 

the  issue  of  a  conflict,  which  you  well  know  cannot 

t%Ve  place.    If  Ivanhoe  ever  returns  from  Palestine,  I 

Will  be  his  surety  that  he  meets  you."  , 

^"A  goodly  security!"   said  the  Knieht  Templar; 
«nd  what  do  you  proffer  as  a  pledge? 
This  reliquary,"  said  the  Palmer,  taking  a  small 

Ivory  box  from  nis  bosom,  and  crossing  himself, 
«»niaining  a  portion  of  the  tnie  cross,  brought  from 

"»«  Monastery  of  Mount  Carmel." 
The  prior  of  Jorvaulx  crossed  himself  and  repeated 

'pater  noster,  in  which  all  devoutly  joined,  excepting 

^  Jew,  the  Mahomedana,  and  tfaie  Templar;  th« 


latter  of  ^hoin,  without  VaiHng  his  bonnet  oV  teWtiy- 
ing  any  reverence  for  the  alleged  sanctity  of  tM 
relic,  took  from  his  neck  a  fp>ld  chain,  which  he  fhing 
on  the  board,  saying— "Let  Prior  Aym&r  hold  r: 
pledge  and  that  of  this  nameless  vagrant,  in  tok«a 
that  when  the  Knight  of  Ivanhoe  comes  within  the 
four  seas  of  Britam,  he  underlit:s  the  challenge  al 
Brian  de  Bois-Gtiilbert,  which,  if  he  answer  not,  f 
will  proclaim  him  as  a  coward  on  the  wall*  of  every 
Temple  Cxouri  in  Em-ope." 

"  It  will  not  need,"  saki  the  Lady  Rowena,  break* 
ing  silence;  "my  voice  shall  be  heard,  tf  no  other  ia 
tins  halt  is  raised  in  behalf  of  the  absent  Ivanhoe.  I' 
affirm  he  will  meet  fairiyevery  honourable  challenge. 
Could  my  weak  warrant  add  security  to  the  ineeti* 
mable  pledge  of  this  holy  pilgrim,  I  would  pledM 
name  and  fame  that  Ivanhoe  gives  this  proud  knight 
the  meeting  he  dosires." 

A  crowd  of  conflicting  emotions  seemed  to  hav« 
occupied  Cedria  and  kept  him  silent  during  this  die* 
cussion.  Crratined  pride,  resentment,  embarraeement^ 
chased  each  other  over  nis  broad  and  open  bro^  like 
the  shadow  of  clouds  drifting  over  a  narvesi-neld  | 
while  his  attendants,  on  whom  '.he  name  of  the  sqxth 
knight  seemed  to  produce  an  effect  almost  electrical, 
hung  in  suspense  upon  their  master's  looks.  But 
when  Rowena  spoke,  the  sound  of  her  voice  seemed 
16  startle  him  from  his  silence. 

"  Lady,"  said  Cedric,  "  this  beseems  not ;  werefinr* 
ther  pledge  necessary,  I  myself,  otfendcd,  and  joatly 
offended,  as  I  am,  woidd  yet  gnge  my  honour  for  thie 
honour  of  Ivanhoe.  But  the  wager  of  battle  is  com* 
plete,  even  according  to  the  fantastic  fashions  of  ^'ur- 
man  chivalry— Is  it  not.  Father  Aymer  ?" 

"It  is."  replied  the  Prior;  "and  the  blessed  relic 
and  ricli  chain  will  I  bestow  safely  in  the  treasury 
of  our  convent,  until  the  decision  of  this  warlike 
challenge." 

Having  thusr  spoken,  he  crossed  himself  again  and 
again,  and  after  many  genuflectiona  and  mnttered 

Erayers,  he  deHvered  the  reliquary  lo  Brother  Ann- 
rose,  his  attendant  monk,  while  he  himself  swept  up 
with  less  ceremony,  but  perhaps  with  no  less  internal 
satisfaction,  the  golden  chain,  and  bestowed  it  in  a 
pouch  lined  with  perfumed  leather,  which  opened 
under  his  arm.  And  now,  Sir  Cedric,"  he  said, 
"  my  ears  are  chiming  vespers  with  the  strength  of 
your  good  wine--permit  us  another  pledge  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Lady  Kowena,  and  indulge  us  with  liberty 
to  pass  to  our  rtpose."  « 

*  By  the  rood  of  Bromholmc,"  said  the  Saxon, 
"you  do  but  small  credit  to  your  fame,  Sir  Priori 
Report  speaks  you  a  bonny  monk,  that  would  hear 
the  matin  chime  ere  he  quitted  his  bowl ;  and,  old  as 
I  am,  I  feared  to  have  shame  in  encountering  yoo. 
But,  by  my  faith,  a  Saxon  boy  of  twelve,  in  my  ttme^ 
would  not  so  soon  have  rehnquished  his  goblet." 

The  Prior  had  his  own  reasons,  however,  for  per- 
severing in  the  course  of  temperance  which  he  Mud 
adopted.  He  was  not  only  a  professional  neace- 
maker,  but  from  practice  a  hater  of  all  feuds  and 
brawls.  It  was  not  altogether  from  a  love  to  his 
neighoour,  or  to  himself,  or  from  a  mixture  of  both* 
On  the  present  occasion,  he  had  an  instinctive  appTe- 
hension  of  the  fiery  temper  of  the  Saxon,  and  saw 
the  Hanger  that  the  reckless  and  presumptuous  spirit, 
of  which  his  companion  had  ahready  given  so  many 
proofs^  might  at  length  produce  some  disagreeable 
explosion.  He  therefore  gently  insinuated  the  iiM»- 
pacity  of  the  native  of  any  other  country  to  enfnge  ifi 
the  genial  contlict  of  the  bowl  with  the  haray  and 
strong-headed  Saxons ;  something  he  mentioned,  but 
slightly,  about  hie  own  holy  character,  and  ended  by 
pressing  his  proposal  to  depart  to  repose. 

The  grace-cup  was  accordingly  served  roimd,  ami 
the  gue«is,  after  making  deep  obedience  to  their  land- 
lord and  lo  the  Lady  Rowena.  arose  and  mhigled  in 
the  hall,  while  the  heads  of  the  family,  by  separalt 
doors,  retired  with  their  attendants. 

"Unbelieving  dog,"  said  the  Templar  to  Isaac  thu 
Jew,  as  he  passed  him  in  the  throng,  "dost  thou  bend 
thy  course  to  the  tournament  ?" 

^'  I  do  so  propose,"  j-eplied  Isaac,  bowing  in  aU 
homiliiy,  "  if  u  nlease  your  leverend  valoui* " 
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**  Ay,''  said  the  Knigiit,  '*  to  gnaw  th«  bowels  of 
our  noules  with  usury,  aod  to  gull  women  and  boys 
with  gnuds  and  toys— 1  varraot  thee  store  of  aheki^s 
in  thy  Jewish  scrip." 

*'  Not  a  shekel,  not  a  silver  penny,  not  a  halfling 
—so  help  me  the  Grod  of  Abraham ! '  said  the  Jew, 
clasping  his  hands ;  "  I  go  but  to  seek  the  assistance 
of  some  brethren  of  my  tribe  to  aid  me  to  pay  the 
fine  which  the  Exchequer  of  the  Jews*  have  imposed 
upon  me — Father  Jacx»b  be  my  speed!  I  am  an  im- 
poverished wretch — the  very  f^aberdme  I  wear  is  bor- 
rowed from  Keuben  of  Tadcaster." 

The  Templar  smiled  sourly  as  he  replied,  "  Beshrew 
thee  for  a  falne-hearted  liarr'  and  passing  onward,  as 
if  disdaining  fnrther  conference,  he  communed  with 
his  Moslem  slaves  in  a  languaxe  unknown  to  the 
bystanders.  The  poor  Israelite  seemed  so  staggered 
by  the  address  of  the  mihtary  monk,  that  the  Templar 
iiad  passed  on  to  the  extremity  of  the  hall  ere  he  raised 
his  head  from  the  humble  posuire  which  he  had 
assumed,  so  far  as  to  be  sensible  of  his  de(>arture. 
And  when  he  did  look  around,  it  was  with  the 
astonished  air  of  one  at  whose  feet  a  thunderbolt 
has  just  burst,  and  who  hears  still  the  astounding 
report  rin;i(in^  in  his  ear^ 

The  Templar  siid  Pnor  were  shortly  after  mar- 
ahalled  to  their  sleeping  apartments  by  the  steward 
and  the  cup-bearer,  earn  attended  by  two  torch-ljcarers 
and  two  servants  carrying;  refreshments,  while  ser- 
vants of  inferior  condition  indicated  to  their  retinue 
and  to  the  other  i$uests  their  respective  plapes  of 
repose. 


CHAPTER   VL 

To  bur  hi«  favour  I  exti^nd  ttii«  friomlthip  t 

ir  he  will  take  it,  no ;  if  not,  adi«Mi ; 

And,  for  my  luve,  I  pray  jrou  wrong  me  not 

Htrckani  nf  Venke, 

As  the  Palmer^  lighted  by  a  domestic  with  a  torch» 
past  through  the  intricate  combination  of  apartments 
of  thie  large  ajiti  irrei<ular  mansion,  the  cupbearer 
coming  behind  him  whispered  in  his  ear,  that  if  he 
had  no  objection  to  a  cup  of  good  mead  in  his  apart- 
ment, there  were  many  domestics  in  that  family  who 
would  gladly  hear  the  news  he  had  brought  from  the 
Holy  Land,  and  particularly  that  which  concernefl 
the  Knight  of  Ivanhoe.  Wamba  presently  appeared 
to  wr^e  the  same  request,  observing  tliat  a  cup  after 
midnight  was  worilj  tnree  after  curfew.  Without  dis- 
puting a  maxim  urged  by  such  grave  authority,  the 
Palmer  thanked  them  for  their  courtesy,  but  observed 
that  he  had  included  in  his  religious  vow,  an  obliga- 
tion Dfiver  to  siieok  in  the  kitchen  on  matters  which 
Weh'jproUitji  twi  ill  t1  ir  hnil  "  1  Jmt  vow,"  said  Wamba 
lo  tho  C4iii-bt*nrer,  "  woutti  n^nrtf^  suits  serving-maii." 

Thet^ut^-bififirer  ehru^ud  tjp  his  shoulders  in  dis- 
pleasure. "  i  diouffiit  til  hiivi*  l^lged  him  in  the  solere 
chamber/*  iRiid  \iv ;  ^*  but  siinee  be  is  so  unsocial  to 
Ctirisimna,  eVii  Ut  him  tnky  tjie  next  stall  to  Isaac 
the  Jew's,— All wuifl,"  said  Ive  tu  the  the  torch- bearer, 
'"cam  i\w  Pilgrim  tt*  tiit"  pou^liern  cell.— I  give  you 
Mod-nis^lit"  UB  addinl,  **HLt  Palmer,  with  small 
tlitirikB  i  o  r  *b  tj  n  roun  my .' ' 

"(luotl-nmlii,  rtiitl  Our  Lmlv'f*  benison !"  said  the 
J^almcr,  with  L^tutKi6iire;  and  his  guide  moved  for- 
ward. 

In  a  small  antechamber,  into  which  several  doors 
opened,  and  which  was  lighted  by  a  small  iron  lamp, 
they  met  a  second  interruption  from  the  waiting-maid 
of  Rowena,  who,  saying  in  a  tone  of  authority,  that 
hfer  mistress  desired  to  speak  with  the  Palmer,  took 
the  torch  from  the  hand  of  Anwold,  and.  bidding  him 
await  her  return,  made  a  sign  to  the  Palmer  to  fol- 
low. Apparently  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  decline 
this  invitation  as  he  had  done  the  former;  for,  though 

tis  gesture  indicated  some  surprise  at  the  summons, 
e  obeyed  it  without  answer  or  remonstrance. 
A  short  passage,  and  an  ascent  of  seven  steps,  each 
of  which  was  composed  of  a  solid  beam  of  oak,  led 
him  to  the  apartment  of  the  Lady  Rowena,  the  rude 

*  In  thoM  days  the  Jews  were  rabjected  to  an  Exo)iequ«r, 
■Meialljr  dedicated  to  that  imrpo«0,  and  wliicb  laid  them  under 
lite  mgat  ttorbitaat  iaiwaitioiai  L.  T. 


magnificence  of  which  oorreaponded  to  th«  resiH^ 
which  was  paid  to  *her  by  the  brd  of  the  mansiw. 
The  walls  were  covered  with  embroidered  hanging 
on  which  different-coloured  silks,  interwoven  i^iii 
gold  and  silver  threads,  had  been  employed  with  ci 
the  art  of  which  the  age  was  capable,  to  represent  tk 
sports  of  hunting  and  hawking.  Ttie  bed  «^ 
adorned  with  the  same  rich  tapestry,  and  surround-^ 
with  curtains  dyed  with  purple.  The  seats  had  aJsa 
their  stained  coverings,  and  one,  which  was  hii^ltt: 
than  the  rest,  was  accommodated  with  a  fooiaioul  ui 
ivory,  curiously  carved. 

No  fewer  than  four  silver candelabras,  holding  gmt 
waxen  torches,  served  ib  illuminate  this  apantocot. 
Vet  let  not  modern  beauty  envv  the  magnificence  d 
a  Saxon  princess.  The  walls  ot  the  apartment  ^ert 
so  ill  finished  and  so  fiill  of  crevices,  that  the  rtdi 
hangings  shook  to  the  night  blast,  and,  in  despite  of  a 
sort  of  screen  intended  to  protect  them  from  the  wind, 
the  fiame  of  the  torches  streamed  sideways  into  ihi 
air,  hke  the  unfurled  pennon  of  a  chieftain.  Ma^ 
nificence  there  was,  with  some  rude  attempt  at  taste; 
but  of  comfort  there  was  little,  and,  being  unknowiv 
it  was  un missed. 

The  Lady  Rowena,  with  three  of  her  attendantf 
standing  at  her  back,  and  arranging  her  hair  ere  she 
lay  down  to  rest,  was  seated  in  the  sort  of  throne 
already  mentioned,  and  looked  as  if  born  to  exact 
general  homage.  The  Pilgrim  acknowledged  her 
daim  to  it  by  a  low  genuflection. 

"  Rise,  Palmer,"  said  she  graciously.  "  The  defender 
of  the  absent  has  a  right  to  favourable  reception  from 
all  who  value  truth,  and  honour  manhood."  She 
then  said  to  her  train,  "Retire,  excepting'  only  EUgiiha; 
I  would  speak  with  this  holy  Pilgrim. 

The  maidens,  without  leaving  the  apartment,  retired 
to  its  further  extremitv,  and  sat  down  on  a  smsO 
bench  against  the  wall,  where  they  remained  mute 
as  statues,  though  at  such  a  distance  that  their 
whispers  could  not  have  interrupted  the  conversation 
of  their  mistress. 

"Pilgrim,"  sa'd  the  lady,  after  a  moment's  nause, 
during  which  s\.^  seemed  uncertain  how  to  address 
him,  you  this  night  mentioned  a  name— I  mean," 
tthe  said,  with  a  degree  of  effort,  "  the  name  of  Ivan- 
hoe, in  the  halls  where  by  nature  and  kindred  it  sho*ild 
have  sounded  most  acceptably:  and  yet,  such  is  the 
perverse  course  of  fate,  that  of  many  whose  hearts- 
must  have  throbbed  at  the  sound,  I,  only,  dare  ^ 
you  where,  and  in  what  condition,  you  left  him  ot 
whom  you  spoke?— We  heard,  that,  having  remained 
in  Palestine,  on  account  of  his  impaired  health,  after 
the  departure  of  the  English  army,  he  had  expt^nenced 
the  persecution  of  the  French  faction,  to  whom  ihs 
Templars  are  known  to  be  attached." 

"I  know  little  of  thrKnighl  of  Ivanhoe."  answn*- 
ed  the  Palmer,  with  a  troubled  voice.  I  would  I 
knew  him  better,  since  you,  lady,  are  interested  in  hti 
fate.  He  hath,  I  believe,  surmounted  the  persecution 
of  his  enemies  in  Palestine,  and  is  on  the  eve  of  re- 
turning to  England,  where  you,  lady,  must  know 
better  than  I,  what  is  his  chance  of  happiness." 

The  Lady  Rowena  sighed  deeply,  and  asked  tno^ 
particularly  when  the  Knight  of  IVanhoe  might  be 
expected  in  his  native  country,  and  whether  he  would 
not  be  exposed  to  great  dangers  by_  the  road.  On  the 
first  point,  the  Palmer  proteased  ignorance:  on  the 
second,  he  said  that  the  voyage  might  be  safely  made 
by  the  way  of  Venice  and  Genoa,  and  from  thence 
through  France  to  England.  "  Ivanhoe,"  he  said, 
"  was  so  well  acquainted  with  the  language  andmeo- 
ners  of  the  French,  that  there  was  no  fear  of  his  in- 
curring any  hazard  during  that  part  of  his  travels." 

"Would  to  God."  said  the  Ladv  Rowena,  "  he  were 
here  safely  arrived,  and  able  to  bear  arms  in  ibeap* 
proaching  tourney,  in  which  the  chivalry  of  this  land 
are  expected  to  display  their  address  and  valour. 
Should  Athelstane  ol  Coningsburgh  obtain  the  priie, 
Ivanhoe  is  like  to  hear  evil  tidings  when  be  reachee 
England.— How  looked  he,  stranger,  when  you  lait 
saw  him  ?  Had  disease  laid  her  hand  heavy  upon  hii 
strength  and  comeliness  7" 

'"He  was  darker,"  said  the  Palmer,  "and  ihimwr, 
than  when  he  came  from  Cyprus  in  the  train  of  C<Fur- 
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i  wilL"  said  the  lady,  "  I  fear,  find  little  in  hia 
land  to  clear  those  clowis  irom  his  counte- 


l»-l.ton,  and  erne  seemed  to  rft  heavy  on  liw  brow ; 
pi  I  approached  not  hia  presence,  because  he  ia  tin- 
mown  to  me." 

"He 
native 

fiance.  Thanks,  good  Pilgrim,  for  your  information 
concemins  the  companion  of  my  childhood.— Maid- 
ens/' ahe  aairl,  "draw  near—offer  the  sleeping  cup 
lo  this  holy  man,  whom  I  will  no  longer  detain  from 
repose." 

One  of  the  maidena  presented  a  silver  cup.  contain- 
ing m  rich  mixture  of  wine  and  spice,  which  Rowe- 
&a  barely  put  lo  her  lips.  It  was  then  offered  to 
tfie  Palmer,  who,  after  a  low  obeisance,  tasted  a  lew 
drops. 

"*  Accept  this  alma  friend,"  continued  the  lady, 
Oflenn^  a  piece  of  gold.  "  in  acknowledgment  of  thv 
painful  travail,  and  of  the  shrines  thou  hast  visited." 
The  Palmer  recdved  the  boon  with  another  low 
r?Terence,  and  followed  Elgiiha  out  of  the  apart- 
ment. 

In  the  anteroom  he  found  his  atlendant  Anwold, 
who.  taking  the  torch  from  the  hand  of  the  waiting- 
mtid,  conducted  him  with  more  haste  than  ceremony 
to  an  exterior  and  ignoble  part  of  the  building,  where  a 
iMunber  of  small  apartments,  or  rather  cells,  served 
for  Meepinfi^  placea  to  the  lower  order  of  domestics, 
and  to  strangers  of  mean  degree. 

"In  which  of  these  sleeps  the  JewT*  said  the 
Piterjm. 

'^Iie  nnhefieving  dog,"  answered  Anwold,  "  ken- 
nels in  the  cell  next  your  holiness.— St.  Dunstan,  how 
it  must  be  scraped  and  cleansed  ere  it  be  again  nt  for 
a  Christian  I" 

"And  where  aleepe  Gurth  the  swineherd  1"  said  the 
•tranger. 

•*  Gurth^"  replied  the  bondsman,  "  sleeps  m  the  cell 
on  your  n^^ht.  as  the  Jew  on  that  to  your  left;  you 
serve  to  keep  the  child  of  circumcision  separate  fifom 
the  abomination  of  his  tribe.  You  might  have  oc- 
cupied a  more  honourable  place  had  you  accepted  of 
Oswald's  invitation." 

**  It  is  as  well  as  it  is,"  said  the  Palmer;  "  the  coro- 
V^ny,  even  of  a  Jew,  can  hardly  spread  contamination 
Inrough  an  oaken  partition." 

So  saying,  he  entered  the  cabin  alk)tted  to  him,  and 
Juung  the  torch  from  the  domestic's  hand,  thanked 
jm,  and  wished  him  good-night.  Having  shut  the 
door  of  his  cell,  he  placed  the  torch  in  a  candlestick, 
ftade  of  wood,  and  looked  around  his  sleepmg  apart- 
ment, the  furniture  of  which  was  of  the  most  simple 
■ind.  It  consisted  of  a  rude  wooden  stool,  and  still 
luder  hutch  or  bed-frame,  stuffed  with  clean  straw, 
ind*  accommodated  with  two  or  three  aheepakina  by 
»M  of  bed-clothes. 

The  Palmer,  having  extinguished  his  torch,  threw 
nimselt  without  taking  off  any  part  of  his  clothes,  on 
mis  nide  couch,  and  slept,  or  at  least  retained  his 
tjcambent  posture,  till  the  earliest  sunbeams  fbund 
MfiJr  way  through  the  little  grated  window,  which 
•erved  at  once  to  admit  both  air  and  light  to  his  un- 
comfortable celL  He  then  started  up,  and  after 
f^lfating  his  matins,  and  adjusting  his  dress,  he  left  it, 
ind  entered  that  of  Isaac  the  Jew,  Ufting  the  latch  aa 
frnjly  as  he  could. 

The  inmate  was  lying  in  troubled  slumber  upon  a 
WDch  similar  to  that  on  which  the  Palmer  himself  had 
{•SBed  the  night  Such  parts  of  his* dress  as  the  Jew 
"d  laid  aside  on  the  preceding  evening,  wore  disposed 
yefully  around  his  person,  as  if  to  prevent  the  hazard 
of  ineir  being  carried  off  during  his  slumbers.  There 
^M  a  trouble  on  his  brow  amounting  almost  to  agony. 
His  bands  and  arms  moved  convulsively,  as  if  strug- 
gling with  the  nightmare;  and  besides  several  ejac- 
jjliUona  in  Hebrew,  the  following  were  diathictly 
Jw  in  the  Norman-Enghsh.  or  mixed  language  of 
^  country :  *'  For  the  sake  of  the  Ood  of  Abraham, 
•pare  an  unhappy  old  man !  I  am  poor,  I  am  pennt- 
l^i^  should  your  irons  wrench  my  limbs  asunder,  I 
wjW not  gratify  your 

.The  Palmer  awaited  not  the  end  of  the  Jew's 
Jioon,  but  stirred  him  with  his  pilgrim's  staff.  The 
^n  pnnibly  aasociated.  as  is  usual,  with  some  of 
^••Pprafasniioiis  excited  by  ka  iream  i  (or  the  old  ] 


man  started^  up,  his  gray  hair  standing  almost  erect 
upon  his  head,^and  huddling  some  part  of  his  gar- 
ments about  him,  while  he  held  the  detached  pieces 
with  the  tenacioua  grasp  of  a  falcon,  he  fixed  upon 
the  Palmer  his  keen  black  eyes^  expressive  of  wild 
surprise  and  of  bodily  apprehension. 

"^Fear  nothing  from  me,  Isaac,"  said  the  Palmer 
"I  come  as  your  friend." 

**The  God  of  Israel  requite  you/'  said  the  Jew, 
greatly  relieved ;  **I  dreamed— but  Father  Abraham 
be  praised,  it  was  but  a  dream!"  Then,  collecting 
himself,  he  added  in  his  usual  tone,  "  And  what  mav 
it  be  your  pleasure  to  want  at  so  early  an  hour  wiio 
the  poor  Jew  ?" 

"  It  is  to  tell  you,"  said  the  Pahner,  "  that  if  yoo 
leave  not  this  mansion  instantly,  and  travel  not 
with  some  haste,  your  jotimey  may  prove  a  danger^ 
ous  one." 

"Holy  father!"  said  the  Jew,  "whom  could  i* 
interest  to  endanger  so  poor  a  wretch  as  I  am  l" 

"The  purpose  you  can  best  guess,"  said  the  Pil- 
grim: "but  rely  on  thisL  that  when  the  Templar 
crossed  the  hall  yesternight,  he  spoke  to  his  Mussul 
man  slaves  in  the  Saracen  language,  which  I  well 
understand,  and  charged  them  this  morning  to  watch 
the  journey  of  the  Jew,  to  seize  upon  him  when  at  a 
convenient  distance  from  the  mansion,  and  to  con- 
duct him  to  the  castle  of  Philip  de  Malvoisin,  or  to 
that  of  Reginald  l«>ont-de-Bceuf." 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  extmmity  of  terror 
which  seized  upon  thn  Jew  at  this  information,  and 
seemed  at  onc^to  overpower  his  whole  faculties.  His 
arms  fell  down  to  his  sides,  and  his  head  drooped  on 
his  bread,  his  knees  bent  under  his  weight,  every 
nerve  and  muscle  of  his  frame  seemed  to  collapse 
and  lose  its  energy,  and  he  sunk  at  the  foot  of  the 
Palmer,  not  in  the  fashion  of  one  who  intentionally 
stoops,  kneela  or  prostrates  himself  to  exeite  com- 
passion, but  like  a  man  borne  down  on  all  sides  by 
the  pressure  of  some  invisible  force,  which  crushes 
him  to  the  earth  without  the  power  of  resistance. 

"Holy  God  of  Abraham  I"  was  his  first  exclama- 
tion, folding  and  elevating  his  wrinkled  hands,  but 
without  raising  his  grav bead  from  the  pavement; 
"  Oh,  holy  Moses !  Oh.  blessed  Aaron !  the  dream  is 
not  dreamed  for  naught,  and  the  vision  Cometh  not 
in  vain  1  I  feci  their  irons  already  tear  my  sinews  \  I 
feel  the  rack  pass  over  my  body  like  the  saws,  and 
harrows  and  axes  of  iron  over  the  men  of  Rabbah, 
and  of  the  cities  of  the  childi^n  of  Ammon !" 

"  Stand  up,  Isaac,  and  hearken  to  me,"  said  the 
Palmer,  who  viewed  the  extremity  of  his  distress 
with  a  compassion  in  which  contempt  waa  largely 
mingled;  you  have  cause  for  your  terror,  consi- 
dering how  your  brethren  have  been  used,  in  order  to 
extort  from  them  their  hoard^  both  bv  princes  and 
nobles ;  but  stand  up,  I  say,  and  I  will  point  out  to 
you  the  means  of  escape.  Leave  this  mansion 
instantly,  while  its  inmates  sleep  sound  after  the  last 
night's  revel  I  will  gukle  you  by  the  secret  paths  of 
the  forest,  known  as  well  to  me  {is  to  any  foresler 
that  ranges  it,  and  I  will  not  leave  you  tiO  you  are 
under  sale  conduct  of  some  chief  or  baron  going  to 
the  tournament,  whose  good-will  you  have  probably 
the  means  of  securing." 

As  the  ears  of  Isaac  recmved  the  hopes  of  escape 
which  this  speech  intimated,  he  began  gradually,  sod 
inch  by  inch,  aa  it  were,  to  raise  himself  up  from  the 
^inuL  until  he  fairiy  rested  upon  his  knees,  throw- 
ing back  his  long  gray  hair  and  beard,  and. fixing  his 
keen  black  eyea  upon  the  Palmer's  face,  with  a  look 
expressive  at  once  of  hope  and  fear,  not  unmingled 
with  suspicion.  But  when  he  heard  the  concluding 
part  of  the  sentence,  his  original  terror  appeared  to 
revive  in  full  force,  and  he  dropt  once  more  on  hie 
face,  exclaiming:  "  /  possess  the  means  of  securing 
good-will !  alas  I  there  is  but  one  road  to  the  favour 
of  a  Christian,  and  how  can  the  poor  Jew  find  it, 
whom  extortions  have  already  reduced  to  the  misery 
of  Lazarus  ?"  Then,  as  if  suspicion  had  overpowered 
his  other  feelings,  he  suddenly  exclaimed,  "  For  the 
love  of  God,  young  man,  beirav  me  not— for  the  sake 
of  the  Great  Father  who  madi'«  us  all.  Jew  as  well  as 
Qen^  Israelite  and  l8hiiiael'te--do  me  ao^t^easoo  1 
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y  have  not  moans  to  a&e»n  the  eoo4-wU>of  a  Chrw- 

tiao  b«£;gar.  were  he  rating  it  at  a  single  penny."  As 
be  8poK«  these  last  words,  he  rais^  Ikimael^  and 
gratiped  the  Palmer's  mantle  with  a  look  of  (he  luosi 
aaroest  entreaty.  The  pilgrim  extricated  himself,  as 
if  there  were  contamination  in  the  touch. 

'*'  Wert  thou  loadod  with  all  the  wealth  of  thy  triW' 
he  said,  ".what  intiere.st  have  1  to  injure  thee  7— In 
hw  dress  I  am  vowed  to  poverty,  nor  do  I  chani^e  it 
for  aught  save  a  horse  and  a  coat  of  mail.  Vet  think 
not  that  I  care  for  thy  company,  or  propose  myself 
aidvantage  by  it;  remain  here  if  thou  wiii—Codhc 
the  Saaton  may  protect  thee." 

"Alas  I"  said  the  Jew,  "he  will  not  let  me  travd 
in  hb  train— Saxon  or  Norman  will  be  squally 
ashamed  o(  the  poor  Israelite j  and  to  travel  by 
myseif  through  the  domains  ot  Philip  de  Mai  vol- 
sin  and  Rci^mald  Front-de-B(Huf— Good  youth,  I 
will  fp  with  you  I—Let  us  h^.  tAt-let  us  ffird  up 
our  loms— let  us  flee !— Hereposture  fu{[^  why  wilt 
thou  tarry  1"  sensible  of  hu 

"  I  tarry  not,"  said  tbf  i  around,  it  wa^ay  to  the 
urgency  of  his  compaiuit  whose  feet|^ii^iecure  the 
Itieans  of  leaving  this  ^o  hears  stilLiu. " 

He  led  the  way  to  H^^^k,^  JPil,  which,  as  the 
reader  is  apprised,  was  oc?v**lMi^Gurth  the  swine- 
herd.— "Arise,  Gurth,"  said  lhe^i;flrini,"arisequickly. 
Undo  tho  postern  gate,  and  let  out  the  Jew  and  me," 

Gurth,  whose  oucupalion,  tiiouf?hnow  heldso  meaiu 
gave  him  as  much  conse([uence  in  ^axon  England 
M  that  of  Bumteus  in  Ithaca,  was  offended  at  the 
familiar  and  commanding  tone  as^imed  by  the 
Palmer.  "  The  Jew  leaving  Rotherwood,"  said  he, 
raising  him8i>lf  on  his  elbow,  and  looking  super- 
fflhouslyr  at  him  without  quitting  his  pallet,  '*  and  tra- 
Telling  in  company  with  the  Palmer  to  boot" — — 
,  "I  should  as  soon  havcdreamt,"  said  Warn ba,  who 
entered  the  apartment  at  the  instant,  "of  his  stealing 
&wav  with  a  gammon  of  bacon." 

"Neverthefoss,"  said  Gurth,  again  laying  down  his 
head  on  the  wooden  log  which  served  him  for  a  pillow, 
*'both  Jew  and  Gentile  must  be  content  to  abide  the 
opening  of  the  great  gate— we  suHer  no  visiters  to 
depart  oy  stealth  at  these  unseasonable  houre." 

Nevertheless,"  said  the  Pilgrim,  in  a  command- 
ing tone,  "you  will  not,  I  think,  refuse  me  that 
fiivour." 

So  saying,  he  stooped  over  the  bed  of  the  recumbent 
swineherd,  and  whispered  something  m  his  ear  in 
Saxon.  Gurth  started, up  as  if  electrified.  The Pal- 
gnttij  raising  his  finger  in  an  attitude  as  if  to  express 
otution,  added,  "  Gurth.  beware— thou  art  wont  to  be 
prudenL  I  say,  undo  the  postern— thou  shalt  know 
more  anon." 

With  hasty  alacrity  Gnrth  obeyed  hinri,  while  Wam- 
ha  and  the  Jew  followed,  both  wondering  at  the  sud- 
den change  in  the  swineherd's  demeanour. 

"My  mule^  my  mule!"  said  the  Jew,  as  soon  as 
they  stood  without  the  postern. 

•'^Fetch  him  his  mule,"  said  tho  Pilgrim ;  "  and, 
hearest  thiu,— let  me  have  another,  that  I  may  bear 
him  company  till  he  is  beyond  these  parte— I  will  re^ 
turn  it  safely  to  some  of  Cedric*s  train  at  Ashby.  And 
do  thou"— he  whispered  the  rest  in  Gurth's  ear. 

"  Willingly,  most  willingly  shall  it  be  done,"  sffid 
Ourth,  and  instantly  departed  to  execute  the  com- 
mission. 

"  I  wish  I  knew,"  said  Wamba.  when  his  comrade's 
batk  was  turned,  "what  you  Palmers  learn  in  the 
Holy  Land." 

"  To  say  Qur  orisons,  fool,"  answered  the  Pilgrim, 
•'  to  repent  our  sins,  and  to  mortify  ourselves  with 
fastings,  vtgitsit  and  long  prayers." 

"Something  more  potent  than  that,"  answered  the 
fester;  **  for  when  would  repentance  or  prayer  make 
Gurth  do  a  courtesy,  or  fasting  or  vi;?il  persuade  him 
to  lend  you  a  mule  1—1  trow  you  might  as  well  have 
lold  his  favourite  black  bonr  of  thy  vigils  and  penance, 
^nd  wouldsi  have  gotten  as  civil  an  answer." 

"Go  to,"  said  the  Pilgrim,  "thou  ait  but  a  Saxon 
fool." 

"Thou  sayes*.  well,"  said  the  Jeeter;  "had  I  been 
fiorn  a  Norman,  as  I  think  thmi  art,  I  would  have  had 
luck  on  mr  side,  and  been  next  door  to  a  wise.man." 


At  this  'moiment  Garth  nypeajn|d  oo  the  omyowi 

aide  of  tlie  moat  with  the  mules.  The  travellers  crx>a 
ed  the  ditch  upon  a  drawbridge  of  only  two  plafii 
breadth,  the  narrowness  of  which  was  matched  ^^-i 
the  stroitness of  the  postern,  and  with  a  Httle  wit*k 
in  the  exterior  palisade,  which  gave  access  to  thke  ri 
est.  No  sooner  had  they  reached  the  mules,  thaxi  iK 
Jew,  with  hasty  and  trembUng  hands,  secured  l>t-Hij| 
the  saddle  a  sniall  bagof  blue  buckram,  which  he  toci 
from  under  his  cloak,  containing,  as  he  mnt(«rn.^ 
"a  change  of  raiment— only  a  change  of  raiintrni- 
Then  getting  upon  <he  animal  with  mf*re  alacrity  aji 
haste  then  could  have  been  anticipated  £rom  hi«yenj 
lie  lost  no  time  in  so  disposing  of  the  skirts  cm  iij 
gaberdine  as  to  conceal  completely  from  obs<*nrauu 
the  butden  whicli  he  had  thus  deposited  en  eroup<r. 

Tho  Pilgrim  mount^  with  more  dehDeiatibn,  reacij 
ing.  as  he  departed,  his  hand  to  Gurth,  who  kisac-d 
Wiin  the  utmost  possible  veneration-^  The  swineher 
stood  gazing  after  the  travellers  until  they  wen»  U*4 
under  the  boughs  of  the  forest  path,  when  he  ^-a 
disturbed  from  nis  reverie  by  the  voice  of  WaRil>a. 

"  Knoweet  thou,"  said  the  Jester,  "my  good  fricru 
Gurth,  that  thou  art  strangely  courteous  and  mo*) 
unwontedlv  pious  on  this  nimmer  morning  7  I  wouI| 
1  were  a  black  Prior  or  a  barefoot  Palmer,  to  ti-v-nj 
myself  of  thy  unwonted  zeal  and  courtesv — certt^  j 
would  make  more  out  of  it  than  a  kiss  of  the  hand. 

"Thou  art  no  fool  thus  far^  Wamba,"  answered 
Gurth,  though  thou  arguest  from  appearances,  mad 
tlie  wrsest  of  us  can  do  no  more— But  it  is  time  t^ 
look  after  my  charge." 

So  eaving,  he  turned  back  to  the  mansion,  attended 
by  the  Jefcter. 

Mean  while  the  travellers  continued  to  press  on  theii 
journey  with  a  despatch  which  argued  tue  extreniitji 
of  the  Jew's  fears,  «nca  persona  at  liis  age  are  a^dom 
fond  of  rapid  motion.  The  Palmer,  to  whom  every 
path  and  outlet  in  the  wood  appeared  to  be  familiar. 
led  the  way  throu^  the  most  devious  paths,  and 
more  than  once  excited  anew  the  suspiciou  ot  the 
Israelite,  that  he  intended  to  betray  him  into  some 
ambuscade  of  his  enemies. 

His  doubts  might  have  been  indeed  pardoned  {  for, 
except  perhaps  the  fljring  fish,^  there  was  no  race  ex- 
isting on  the  earth,  in  the  air,  or  the  waters,  who 
were  the  object  of  such  an  unintermittinf^,  general 
and  relentless  persecution  as  the  Jews  of  this  peood. 
.Upon  the  slightest  and  most  unreasonable  pretences, 
aa  well  as  upon  accusations  tho  most  absurd  and 
groundless,  their  persons  and  property  were  exposed 
to  every  turn  of  popular  fury:  for  Norman,  Saxon, 
Dane,  and  Briton,  however  adverse  theso  races  were 
to  each  other,  contended  which  should  look  with 
greatest  detestation  upon  a  people,  whom  it  wa» ac- 
counted a  point  of  religion  to  bate,  to  revile,  to  despise, 
to  plunderf  and  to  persecute    The  kings  of  the  Nor* 
man  race,  and  the  independent  nobles,  who  followed 
their  example  in  all   acts  of  tyranny,  mamtaiiKa 
against  this  devoted  people  a  persecution  of  a  more 
regular,  calculoted,  arid  self-interested  kind.    It  is  • 
wdl-known  story  of  King  John,  that  he  confined  a 
wealthy  Jew  in  one  of  the  ro^'al  casdes.  and  daHy 
caused  one  of  his  teeth  to  be  torn  out,  until,  when  the 
jaw  of  the  unhappy  Israelite  washali  disfurnished,be 
consented  to  pajr  a  large  sum,  which  h  was  the  tr- 
rant'a  object  to  extort  from  hinu    The  little  reaaf 
money  which  was  in  the  country  was  chieDy  in  pos* 
session  of  this  persecuted  people,  and  the  nubility  hesi- 
tated not  to  follow  the  example  of  their  sovcreigo,  to 
wringing  it  from  them  by  eyery  species  of  oppreMOft 
and  even  personal  torture.    Yet  the  passive  courage 
inspired  Oy  the  love  of  gain,  induced  the  Jews  to  daw 
the  various  evils  to  which  they  were  subjected,  in  con- 
sideranon  of  the  immense  profits  which  tliey  were 
enabled  to  realize  in  a  dountry  natiirally  so  wetitbjr 
as  England.    In  spite  of  every  kind  ot  discourags- 
ment,  and  even  of  the  special  court  of  taxations  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  called  the  Jew's  Kxchequer,  erected 
for  the  very  purpose  of  degwiling  and  distressing  them. 
the  Jews  increased,  multiplied,  and  accumulated  hflga 
sums,  which  they  transferred  from  one  hand  to  ano- 
ther by  means  ot  bills  of  exchange-  jn  invt^iiionNT 
whiob  Qommeroe  ia  s<ud  (o.  be  inaelited  to  th'^zn,  aw 
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wImJi  onatitod  ^6in  to  tfaniifer  tlietr  wvaldi  from 
land  to  land,  that,  when  threatened  with  oppression 
in  one  oountiy,  their  treasure  might  be  secured  in 
aoother. 

The  obstinacy  and  avarice  of  the  Jews  bein^i;  thus 
m  a  measure  placed  in  opposition  to  the  fanaticism 
and  tyranny  oi  tho^  under  whom  they  Uved,  seemed 
to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  ijersecution  with 
which  they  were  visited;  and  the  immense  wealth 
they  usually  acquired  in  commerce,  while  it  frequently 
placed  them  in  danger,  was  at  other  times  used  to 
extend  their  influence,  and  to  secure  to  them  a  certain 
decree  of  protection.  On  these  terms  they  lived ; 
tnd  their  character,  influenced  accordingly,  was 
vatcfafiiU  suspicious  and  timid--yet  obstinate,  un- 
complying, and  skilful  in  evading  the  dangers  to 
which  they  ^rere  exposed. 

When  the  travellers  had  pushed  on  at  a  rapid  rate 
thr«Mgh  many  devious  paths,  the  Palmer  at  length 
broke  nlenee. 

"That  large  decayed  oak,"  he  said,  "marks  the 
boundaries  over  which  Pront-de-B(£uf  claims  autho- 
my~we  are  long  since  far  from  those  of  Malvoisin. 
Tnere  is  now  no  fear  of  pursuit." 

"May  the  wheels  of  their  chariots  be  taken  off" 
rid  the  Jew,  "  like  those  p{  the  host  of  Pnaraoh, 
(fast  they  may  drive  heavily  1— But  leave  me  not, 
nod  Pilgrim— Think  but  of  that  fierce  and  savage 
Templar«.with  his  Saracen  slaves— they  will  regard 
DeitheT  territory,  nor  manor,  nor  lordship." 

"Our  road,"  said  the  Palmer,  "should  here  sepa- 
rate; ibr  it  beseems  not  men  of  my  character  and 
thine  to  travel  together  longer  than  needs  mitst  be. 
Bendea.  what  succour  couldst  thou  have  from  me,  a 
peaceful  Pilgrim,  against  two  arthed  heathens'!" 

"O  jgood  youth,  answered  the  Jew,  "  thou  canst 
4e£enfr me,,  and  1  know  thou  wouldst.  Poor  as  I  am, 
I  will  requite  it— not  with  money,  for  moncv,  so  help 
Bie  my  Father  Abraham,  I  have  none— hut*' — 7 

"Ifoney  and  recompenee,"  said  the  Palmer,  inter- 
npting  him,  "I  have  already  said  I  reouire  not  of 
thee.  Guide  thee  I  can ;  and,  it  may  be,  even  in 
some  sort  ddfend  thee ;  since  to  protect  a  Jew  against 
a  Saracen,  can  scarce  be  accounted  unworthy  of  a 
Christian.  Therefore,  Jew,  I  will  see  thee  safe  under 
■ome  'fitting  escort  We  are  now  not  far  from  the 
town  of  Snefiield,  where  thou  rnayest  easily  find 
many  of  thy  thbe  with  whom  to  take  refiige." 

**  The  blessing  of  Jacob  be  upon  thee,  good  youth  I" 
said  the  Jew;  "^in  Sheffield  I  can  harbour  with  my 
ttmsman  Zbreth,  and  find  some  means  of  travelling 
ibnhwith  safety." 
*"  Bo  it  so,"  said  the  Palmer ;  "  at  Sheffield  then  we 
'  parL  and  milf-an-hour's  riding  will  bring  us  in  sight 
of  that  town." 

The  half  hour  was  spent  in  perfect  silence  on  both 
parts ;  the  Pilgrim  perhaps  disdaining^  to  address 
me  Jew,  ezoept  in  case  of  absohite  necessity,  and  the 
*tW  not  presuming  to  force  a  conversation  with  a 
person  whose  journey  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre  gave  a 
wrt  of  sanctity  to  his  character.  They  paused  on 
UM  top  of  a  gently  rising  bank,  and  the  Pilgrim, 
pontuig  to  the  town  of  Sheffiekl,  which  Uiy  be- 
Qcath  them,  repeated  the  words,  ''  Here,  then,  we 
piit." 

"Not  till  vou  have  had  the  poor  Jew's  thanks," 
•■d  Isaac  t  '  for  I  presume  not  to  ask  you  to  go  with 
ftato  my  kinsman  Zareth'a,  who  might  aid  me  with 


is  what  thou  can^t  not  fupplv,  well  thou  as  wealthy 
as  thou  sayst  thou  art  poor.' 

"  As  I  say  ?"  echoed  the  Jew ;  "  OJ  believe  it,  I  say 
but  the  truth  ;  I  am  a  plundered,  indlbted,  distressed 
man.  Hard  hands  have  wrung  from  me  my  goods, 
my  money,  my  ships,  and  all  that  1  ppssessta— Yet 
I  can  tell  thee  what  thou  lackest,  and,  it  may  be,  sup- 
ply it  too.  Thy  wish  even  ndw  is  for  a  hurse  and 
armour." 

The  palmer  started,  and  turned  suddenly  towards 
the  Jew : — "  What  fiend  prompted  that  guess?"  said 
h&  hastily. 

"  No  matter,"  said  the  Jew,  smiling,  "  so  that  it  bsi 
a  true  one— and,  as  I  can  guess  thy  waut,  so  I  ca&, 
supply  it." 

But  consider,"  said  the  Palmer,  "my  character, 
my  dress,  my  vow." 

I  know  Vou  Christians,"  replied  the  Jew,  "and 
that  the  ti^l^^Lof  you  will  take  the  staff  and  sandoJt 
in  superMKlang&b»*«»«e,  and  walk  afoot  to  visit  the 
graves  ofrpose  you  can  - 

"  Bla8>t  rely  on  this,  Usaid  the  Pilgrim,  sternly.. 
ForgixV'^ll  yesternight,  h^ .  "  i  fmokf,  rashly.   But 


«»  means  of  repaying  your  good  officca" 

^  I  have  already  said,"  answered  the  Pilgrim,  "  that 


jjde«re  no  recompense.  IC  among  the  liuge  list  of 
"T  debtors,  thou  wilt,  for  my  sake,  spare  the  gyves 
Md  the  dungeon  to  some  unhapny  Christian  who 
*^nds  in  thy  danger,  I  shall  hokl  this  morning's  ser- 
'iw  to  thee  well  bestowed. " 
SU' 

y?""t        owi»itii.«»m^  Ttv»(uauvf  iiiviv  «iiuii    liiia^  euiiiv 

w»g  for  thyself.— God  knows  the  Jew  is  poor— yes, 
wc  is  the  beffl^ar  of  his  tribe— but  forgive  me 
•nould  I  guess  what  thou  most  lackest  at  this  mo- 
lent" 
''If  ibou  wert  to  guess  truly,"  said  the  Palmer,  "it 


Stav,  stay,"  said  the  Jew,  laying  hoM  of  his  gar- 
it;  ^*  something  would  I  do  more  thaii  this,  some- 


hidden  a  knight's  chain  and  spurs  of  gold.  They^ 
alanced  as  you  stooped  over  my  bed  m  the  morn- 
ing." . 

The  Pilgrim  could  not  forbear  smiling.  "  Were  thy 
garments  searched  by  as  curious  an  eye,  Isaac,"  saia 
he.  "  what  discoveries  might  not  be  made  7" 

"  No  more  of  that,"  said  the  Jew,  changing  colour  g 
and  drawing  forth  his  writing  material  in  haste,  a^ 
if  to  stop  the  conversation,  he  began  to  write  upon  % 
piece  of  paper  which  he  supported  on  the  top  of  hia 
yellow  cap,  virithout  dismounting  from  h's  mt|le. 
when  he  had  finished,  he  delivered  the  scroll,  which 
was  in  the  Hebrew  character,  to  the  Pilgnni,  saying 
"In  the  town  of  Leicester  all  men  know  the  rich 
Jew.  Kiijath  Jairam  of  Lombardy;  give  him  thi^ 
scroll— he  hath  on  sale  six  Milan  harnesses,  the  worst 
would  suit  a  crowned  head— ten  goodly  steeds,  tha 
worst  might  mount  a  king,  were  be  to  do  battle ,fov 
his  tlirone.  Of  these  he  will  give  thee  thy  choicoi 
with  every  thing  else  that  can  furnish  thee  forth  for 
the  tournament :  when  it  is  over,  thou  wilt  return 
them  safely— unless  thou  shouldst  have  wherewith  to 
pay  their  value  to  the  owner." 

''But.  Isaac,"  said  the  Pilgrim,  smiling,  "dost  thoq 
know  that  in  these  sports,  tlie  arms  and  steed  of  th^ 
knight  who  is  unhorsed  are  forfeit  to  his  victor  ?  Now 
I  may  be  imfortuoate^  and  so  lose  what  I  cimoot 
replace  or  repay." 

The  Jew  looked  somewhat  astounded  at  this  posaif* 
hility;  but  collecting  his  courage,  he  replied  hastily, 
"  No— no— no— It  is  impossible— 1  will  not  iliink  so^ 
The  blessing  of  Our  Father  will  be  upon  thee,  Th> 
lance  will  be  powerful  as  the  rod  of  Moses." 

So  saying,  ne  was  turning  his  muU's  head  away, 
when  the  Palmer,  in  his  turn,  took  hold  of  his  gabeis 
dine.  "Nay,  but  Isaac,  thoil  knowcFt  not  all  the 
risk.  The  steed  may  be  slain,  the  armour  injured— 
for  I  will  spare  neither  horse  nor  man.  Besides,  those 
of  thy  tribe  give  nothing  for  nothing;  something 
there  must  be  pakl  for  ihcir  use." 

The  Jew  twisted  himself  in  the  saddle,  like  a  mojk 
in  a  fit  of  the  colic;  but  his  better  feelings  predomi*  - 
nated  over  those  which  were  most  faiiiiunr  to  l^imi 
"  1  care  not,"  he  said,  "  I  care  not— let  me  go.  '  li 
there  is  damages  it  will  cost  you  nothing— if  there  is 
usage  money.  Kirj&th  Jairam  will  forgive  it  for  the 
sake  of  his  kinsmon  Isaac.  Fore  thee  well  I— Yet 
bark  thee,  good  youth,"  said  he.  turning  about, "  thrucrt  » 
fhysi'lf  not  too  forward  into  this  vain  hurly-buriy— I 
speak  not  for  endaru^ring  the  steed,  and  coat  of 
armour,  but  forthesakeof  tliioe  own  life  and  limbs.' 

"  Gramercy  for  thy  caution,"  said  the  Palmer,  again 
smiling;  "I  will  use  thy  courte««y  frankly,  and  it  will 
go  hard  with  me  but  I  will  requite  it." 

They  parted,  and  took  difierent  reads  fur  the  trail 
of  Shijfiield. 


Digrtized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


JVAMKm. 


[Cup.  TO 


CHAPTER  VII. 


,  KnifhtR  with  a  lonf  retiniM  of  their  Rqaitvf, 
In  gandf  liveriM  marclt  aiid  quaint  attire*  ; 
Otte  Inned  tlie  liDim,  another  heid  tlia  lance, 
A  third  ttte  shininf  biiokJor  did  advance. 
The  courier  paw'd  the  froond  with  rentlen  feet. 
And  Hnorttne  foam'd  and  champ'd  tlie  Koldnn  bit 
Tiie  •mitlw  and  armoun>r«  on  palfrejri  ride. 
Fil««  in  their  liaiida.  aiitl  liaininer*  at  tlieiriidr ; 
And  nait«  Tor  lo«Hien'd  spears,  and  thonn  for  fhieldajmnrido. 
The  yeuni«*n  fuard  the  gtteela  in  Beemly  bands ; 
And  Ctuwns  come  crowdinf  on,  with  cadfels  in  th^ hands. 
g*atamon  and  Areif. 

The  condition  of  the  English  nation  wm  at  thia 
nme  sufficiently  miserable.  King  Richard  was  ah- 
•ent  a  prisoner,  and  in  the  power  of  the  perfidious 
and  cruel  Duke  of  Austria.  Even  the  very  place  of 
his  captivitv  was  uncertain,  and  hia  fate  but  very 
imperfectly  Known  to  the  generality  of  his  subjects, 
who  were,  in  rhe  mean  time,  a  prey  to  every  speaea  of 
tubal  tern  oppression. 

Prince  John,  in  leag^ie  with  Philip  of  France,  Coeur- 
de-Lion's  mortal  enemy,  was  using  every  species  of 
influence  with  the  Duke  of  Austria,  to  prolong  the 
eaptivity  of  his  brother  Richard,  to  whom  he  stood 
tnaebtea  for  so  many  favours.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
was  strengthening  his  own  faction  in  the  kingdom,  of 
which  he  proposed  to  dispute  the  succession,  in  case 
of  the  Ktng^s  death,  with  the  le^timatd  heir,  Arthur 
Duke  of  Brittany,  son  of  Geora^y  Plantagcnet,  ths 
eider  brother  of  John.  This  usurpation,  it  is  well 
known,  he  aAerwards  effected.  His  own  character 
l^ing  light,  profligate,  and  perfidious,'  John  easily 
attadied  to  his  person  and  faction,  not  only  all  who 
Ikad  reason  to  dread  the  resentment  of  Richard  for 
eriminal  proceedings  during  his  absence,  but  also  the 
numerous  class  of  "lawless  resolutes,"  whom  the  cm- 
eados  had  turned  back  on  their  country,  accomplished 
in  the  vices  of  the  East,  impoverished  in  substance, 
and  hardened  in  character,  and  who  placed  their  hopes 
of  harvest  in  civil  commotion. , 
,  To  these  causes  of  public  distress  and  apprehen- 
sion, must  be  added,  the  multitude  of  outlawiu  who, 
ilriven  to  despair  by  the  oppression  of  the  feudal  no- 
bility, and  the  severe  exercise  of  the  forest  laws, 
banded  together  in  large  gangs,  and,  keeping  posses- 
lion  of  the  forests  and^the  wastes,  set  at  denance  the 
Justice  and  magistracy  of  the  country.  The  nobles 
themselves,  each  fortified  within  his  own  castle,  and 
playing  the  petty  sovereign  over  his  own  dominions, 
were  the  leaders  of  bands  scarce  less  lawless  aiW 
Oppressive  than  those  of  the  a  vowed  depredators.  To 
maintain  these  retainers,  and  to  support  the  extrava- 
gance and  magnificence  which  their  pride  induced 
them  to  affect,  the  nobility  borrowed  sums  of  money 
from  the  Jews  at  the  most  usurious  interest,  which 
fi^awed  into  their  estates  like  consuming  cankers, 
scarce  to  be  cured  unless  when  circumstances  gave 
them  an  opportunity  of  getdng  free,  by  exercising  upon 
thdr  creditors  some  act  of  unprincipfed  violence. 

Under  the  various  burdens  imposed  by  this  un- 
happy state  of  affairs,  the  people  of  England  suflered 
deepfy  for  the  present  and  had  yet  more  dreadful 
eause  to  fear  for  the  future.  To  augment  their  mi- 
sery, a  contagious  disorder  of  a  dangerous  nature 
spread  through  the  land ;  and,  rendered  more  virulent 
by  the  uncleanness,  the  indifferent  food,  and  the 
wretched  lodging  of  the,  lower  classes,  swept  ofi' 
many  whose  tate  the  survivors  were  tempted  to  envy, 
'  as  exempting  them  from  the  evils  which  were  to 
oome. 

Yet  amid  these  accumulated  distresses,  the  poor  as 
Well  as  the  rich,  the  vulgar  as  well  as  the  nolile,  in 
the  event  of  a  tournament,  which  was  the  grand 
nectacle  of  that  age,  felt  as  much  interested  as  the 
half-starved  citizen  of  Madrid,  who  has  not  a  red 
left  to  buy  provisions  for  his  family,  feels  in  the  issue 
f>f  a  bull-feast.  Neither  duty  nor  infirmity  could  keep 
youth  or  age  from  such  exhibitions.  The  Passage  of 
Anns,  as  it  was  called,  which  was  to  take  plsce  at  Ash- 
by,  in  the  county  of  Leicester,  as  champiims  of  the  first 
gnown  were  to  take  the  field  in  the  presence  of 
Pnnce  John  himself,  who  waa  expected  to  grace  the 
lists,  had  attracted  universal  attention,  and  an  itn- 
iiiense  confluence  of  persons  of  all  ranks  hastened 
Upon  the  appointed, morning  to  the  place  of  combat. 


The  scene  was  smgtiiaitVRmiiiitic.  Onthevms 
of  a  wood,  which  approached  to  within  a  mile  of  tM 
town  of  Ashby,  was  an  extensive  meadow,  of  tba 
finest  and  most  beautiful  green  turf^  surrounded  oa 
one  side  by  the  forest,  and  fringed  on  Uie  other  bf 
stra^ling  oak-trees,  some  of  which  had  grown  lo 
an  immense  size.  The  j^round,  as  if  faahieiied  oa 
purpose  for  the  martial  duftplay  which  was  iniendtd, 
sloped  gradually  down  on  all  sides  to  a  level  bottom, 
which  was  enclosed  for  the  lists  with  strong  peJi* 
sades.  forming  a  space  of  a  qiiarter  of  a  mile  in  length, 
and  about  half  as  broad.  The  form  of  the  etidesitra 
was  an  oblong  souara,  save  that  the  comets  were 
considerably  rotmiled  on,  in  order  to  aflord  more  om- 
venicnce  for  the  spectators.  The  openings  §0€  the 
entrv  of  the  combaUnu  were  at  the  northern  and 
southern  extremities  of  the  list&  accessible  by  strong 
wooden  gatesi  each  wide  enough  to  admit  two  horw- 
men  riding  abreast  At  each  of  these  portals  #efe 
stationed  (wo  heralds,  attended  by  six  trumpets,  as 
many  pursuivants,  ana  a  strong  body  of  men-at-arms 
for  maintainiiig  order,  and  ascertaining  the  quahty  t4 
the  knights  who  proposed  to  engage  in  this  martial 
game. 

On  a  platform  beyond  the  southern  entrance,  formed 
by  a  natural  elevation  of  the  ground,  were  pitched 
five  magnificent  pavilions,  adorned  with  pennons  cl 
nisset  and  black,  the  chosen  colours  of  the  five 
knights  challengers.  The  cords  of  the  tents  weieaf 
the  same  colour.  Before  each  pavilion  wassuapeaded 
the  shield  of  the  knight  by  whom  it  was  oco^Ned, 
and  beside  it  stood  his  squire,  quaintly  disguised  as  a 
salvage  or  silvan  man,  or  in  some  other  fantastic 
dress,  according  to  the  taste  of  his  master,  and  the 
character  he  was  pleased  to  assume  during  the  gaoMi* 
The  central  pavilion,  as  the  place  of  honour,*  had 
been  assigned  to  Brian  de  Bow-Guilbert,  whose  ra> 
nown  in  all  games  of  chivalry,  no  lees  than  bis  con- 
nexion with  the  knights  who  had  undertaken  this 
Passage  of  Arms,  had  occasioned  hitn  to  be  eagerly 
received  into  the  company  of  the  challengers,  and 
even  adopted  as  their  chief  aod  leader,  though  he  bad 
so  recently  joined  them.  On  one  side  of  his  tent  wera 
pitched  those  of  Reginald  Front-de-Ba>uf  and  Ricbara 
de  Malvoisin,  and  on  the  other  was  tiie  pavilion  ci 
Hugh  de  Grantmesnil,  a  noble  baron  in  the  vicinity, 
whose  ancestor  had  been  Lord  High  Steward  of  Rnf^ 
land  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror  and  his  son  Wil- 
Uam  Rufus.  Ralph  de  Vipont,  a  knight  of  St  Jolm 
of  Jerusalem,  who  had  some  ancient  possessions  at  a 
place  called  Heather,  near  Ashby-de-la-Zouche,  o^ 
cupied  the  fifth  pavilion.  From  tne  entrance  into  ths 
lists,  a  gentiv  sloDing  passage,  ten  yards  in  bread di, 
led  up  to  the  platform  on  which  the  tents  vreis 
pitched.  It  was  strongly  secured  by  a  palisade  on 
each*  side,  and  was  the  esplanade  in  front  of  the 
pavilions,  atid  the  whole  was  guarded  bymen-at-annt. 
The  northern  access  to  the  lists  terminated  io  a 
similar  entrance  of  thirty  feet  in  biradth,  at  the  ei^ 
tremity  of  which  was  s^ large  enclosed  space  for  such 
knights  as  might  be  disposed  to  enter  the  lists  with 
the  challengers,  behind  which  were  placed  tents  ooa- 
taining  refreshments  of  every  kind  for  their  aooom* 
modauon,  with  armourers,  fiftrriers,  and  other  atteo- 
dants,  in  readiness  to  give  their  services  wfaovw 
they  might  be  necessary. 

The  exterior  of  the  lists  was  in  pert  occnpisd  by 
temporary  galleries,  spread  with  tapestry  and  carpett^ 
and  accommodated  with  cushions  for  the  ooavt- 
nience  of  those  ladies  and  nobles  who  wero  expected 
to  attend  the  tournament  A  narrow  space,  betwixl. 
these  galleries  and  the  lists,  gave  accommodation 
for  yeomanry  and  spectators  of  s  better  degree  than 
the  mere  vulgar,  and  might  be  compared  to  the  pit  of  a 
theatre.  The  promiscuous  multitude  arranged  them* 
selves  uDon  lar^  banks  of  turf  prepared  for  the  pat- 
pom,  which,  aided  by  the  natural  elevation  of  tho 
ground,  enabled  them  to  overlook  the  gaih^riea,  and 
obtain  a  fair  view  into  the  lists.  Beside  the  aooon* 
modatbn  which  these  stations  afibrded,  many  boo* 
dreds  had  perched  themselves  on  the  branches  of  ths 
trees  which  surrotmded  the  meadow }  and  even  the 
*  This  non  of  maaqnerade  is  mipponed  to  have  orea^ooed  dn 
introdueUoo  ofrappsfpi  JQt^^lhocisn^^  b«r«Wnr. 
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legple  of  m  countir  ehureh,  al  tenM  dklmoe,  waa 
oowded  with  spectators 

Ic  only  remains  to  notice  respecting  the  general 
Arrangenieni,  that  one  gallery  in  the  very  centre  of 
4be  eastern  aule  of  the  lists,  and  consequently  exactly 
oppofdte  to  the  spot  where  the  shock  o(  the  combat 
iraa  to  t«ke  place,  was  raised  higher  than  the  others, 
more  richly  decorated,  and  graced  by  a  sort  of  throne 
and  canopy,  on  which  the  royal  arms  were  embia- 
ioiiwl.  Squires,  pages,  and  yeomen  in  rich  Uveries, 
»^iied  arornd  this  place  of  honour,  which  wasde- 
ttpcned  for  Prince  John  and  his  attendants.  Oppo- 
site to  this  i\>yal  gallery  was  another,  elevated  to  the 
nme  beixht^  on  the  western  side  of  the  lists ;  and 
more  ii^yTy,  if  less  sumptuously  decorated  than  that 
deetined  for  the  Prince  himself.  A  train  oi  pages  and 
•f  youn^  maidens,  the  most  beautiful  who  could  be 
teiected,  i^yly  dressed  in  fancy  habits  of  green  and 
pink,  surrounded  a  throne  decorated  in  the  same 
oolours.  Among  nennons  and  flags  bearing  wounded 
Iwarta,  burning  nearts,  bleeding  hearts,  bowe  and 
9!iver&  and  all  the  commonplace  emblems  of  the 
tmtnnpna  of  Cupid,  a  blazonetl  inscription  informed 
the  spectators,  that  this  seat  of  honour  was  designed 
for  La  Huynt  dt  la  BeauU  et  dts  Amours.  But  who 
was  to  represent  the  Queen  of  Beauty  and  of  Love 
on  the  present  occasion,  no  one  was  prepared  lo  guess. 
Mean  while,  spectators  of  every  description  thronged 
forward  to  occupy  their  respective  stations,  and  not 
without  many  quarrels  concerning  those  which  they 
were  entitled  to  hold.  Some  of  these  were  settled  by 
the  men-at-arms  with  brief  certmony ;  the  shafts  of 
their  battle-axes,  and  pummels  of  their  swords,  being 
readily  emploved  as  arguments  to  convince  the  more 
refractory.  Others,  which  involved  the  rival  claims 
if  more  rlevated  persons,  were  detemiined  by  the  her- 
ilda,  or  by  the  two  marshals  of  the  field,  William  de 
Wyvil,  and  Stephen  de  Martival,  who,  armed  at  all 
xxnia,  rode  up  and  down  the  lists  to  enforce  and  pre- 
nerve  good  order  among  the  spectators. 

Gradually  the  gallenes  became  filled  with  knights 
•nd  nobles,  in  their  robes  of  peace,  whose  lung  and 
rich-tinted  mantles  were  contrasted  with  the  gayer 
and  more  splendid  habits  of  the  t&dies,  who,  in  a 
greater  proportion  than  even  the  men  themselves, 
thronsr^  to  witness  a  sport,  which  one  would  have 
thought  too  bloody  and  dangerous  to  afford  thair  sex 
tuocn  pleasure.  The  lower  and  interior  space  was 
ioon  fiilc^i  by  substantial  yeomen  and  burghers,  and 
•Qch  of  the  lesser  gentry,  as,  from  modesty,  poverty, 
or  dubious  title,  durst  not  assume  any  higher  place. 
It  waa  of  course  amongst  these  that  the  most  frequent 
diffiutes  for  precedence  occurred. 

Uog  of  an  imbeliever,"  said  an  old  man,  whose 
thread-Dare  tunic  bore  witness  to  his  poverty,  as  his 
•word,  and  dagger,  and  golden  chain  intimated  nis 
pretensions  to  rank,— "whelp  of  a  she-wolf  I  darest 
thou  press  upon  a  Christian,  and  a  Norman  genile- 
Vian  of  the  blood  of  MontdidierT' 

This  rough  expostulation  was  addressed  to  no  other 
than  our  acquaintance  Isaac,  who,  richly  and  even 
Aagnifioently  dressed  in  a  gaberdine  ornamented 
^h  lace  and  lined  with  fur,  was  endeavouring  to 
t&ake  place  in  the  foremost  row  beneath  the  gallery 
fer  bis  daughter,  the  beautiful   Rebecca,  who  had 

eined  him  at  Asnby,  and  who  was  now  hanging  on 
it  father's  arm,  not  a  little  ternficd  by  the  popular 
oispbaaure  which  seemed  generally  excited  bv  her 
parent's  presumption.  But  Isaac,  though  we  nave 
Been  him  sufficiently  timid  on  other  occasions,  knew 
well  that  at  present  he  had  nothing  to  fear.  It  was 
Aot  in  places  of  general  resort,  or  where  their  equals 
^ere  aasembled,  that  any  avaricious  or  malevolent 
noble  durst  ofl*er  him  injury.  At  such  meetings  the 
J«ws  were  under  the  protection  of  the  general  law; 
tnd  if  that  proved  a  weak  assurance,  it  usually  hap- 
pened that  there  were  among  the  persons  assembled 
•ome  barons,  who,  fur  their  own  interested  motives, 
Were  ready  to  act  as  their  protectors.  On  the  present 
fceosiun,  Isaac  felt  more  than  usually  confident, 
Being  aware  that  Prince  John  was  even  then  in  the 
\frv  act  of  negotiating  a  large  loan  from  the  Jews  of 
Vork.  to  be  secured  upon  certain  jewels  and  lands.., 
uaac's  own  share  in  this  transaction  was  considera- 
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bl€L  and  he  well  knew  that  the  Prince's  eager  desire 
to  bring  it  to  a  conclusion  would  ensure  him  his  pro- 
tection in  the  dil^ma  in  which  he  stood. 

Emboldened  by  these  considerations,  the  Jew  piu*- 
sued  his  point,  and  jostled  the  IVorman  Chrisiiaii, 
without  respect  either  to  his  descent,  quality,  or  reli- 
gion. The  complaints  of  the  old  man.  however,  ex- 
cited the  indignation  of  the  by-standcrs.  Ohe  of 
these,  a  stout  well-set  yeoman,  arrayed  in  Lincoln- 
green^  having  twelve  arrows  stuck  in  his  belt,  with  a 
baldric  and  badge  of  silver,  and  a  bow  of  fix  feet 
length  in  his  hand,  turned  short  round,  and  while  his 
countenance,  which  his  constant  exposure  to  weather 
had  rendered  brown  as  a  hazel-nut,  grew  darker  with 
anger,  he  atlvised  the  Jew  to  rememljer  that  all  the 
wealth  he  had  acquired  by  sucking  the  blood  of  his 
miserable  victims  had  but  swelled  him  like  a  bloated 
spider,  which  might  be  overlooked  while  it  kept  in  a 
corner,  but  would  be  crushed  if  it  ventured  into  the 
light.  This  intimation, delivered  in  Norman  English 
with  a  firm  voice  and  a  stern  aspect,  made  the  Jew 
shrink  back ;  and  he  would  have  pruhubiy  withdrawn 
hijnst^lf  altogether  from  a  vicinity  so  dangerous,  had 
not  the  attention  of  every  one  been  called  to  the  sud- 
den entrance  of  Prince  John,  who  at  that  moment 
entered  the  lists,  attended  by  a  numerous  pmi  gay 
train,  consisting  partly  of  laynun,  partly  of  church- 
men, as  li^ht  m  their  dress,  and  as  gay  in  ihtir  de- 
meanour, OS  their  companions.  Among  the  latter  was 
the  Prior  of  Jorvaulx.  in  the  most  gallant  trim  which 
a  dignitary  of  the  church  could  venture  to  exhibit. 
Fur  and  gold  were  not  spared  in  his  garments ;  and 
the  (>ointof  his  boots,  out-heroding  the  preposterous 
fashion  of  the  tinie,  turned  up  so  very  far,  as  to  be 
attached,  not  to  his  knees  merely,  but  to  his  very  gir- 
dle, and  eflectually  prevented  him  from  putting  his 
foot  into  the  stirrup.  This,  however,  was  a  slight 
inconvenience  to  the  gallant  Abliot,  who,  perhapSi 
even  rejoicing  in  the  opporliinity  to  display  his  accom- 
plished horsemanship  l>efore  so  manv  spectators,  espe- 
cially of  the  fair  sex,  dispensed*  with  the  ijse  of  these 
supports  to  a  timid  rider.  The  rest  of  Prince  John's 
retinue  consisted  of  the  favourite  leaders  of  his  mer- 
ctnarv'  troops,  some  ninrauding  barons  and  profligate 
attendants  upon  the  court,  with  several  Ki>ignts  Tem- 
plars and  Knights  of  St.  John. 

It  may  be  here  remarked,  that  the  knights  of  thess 
two  orders  were  accounted  hostile  to  King  Hichard, 
having  adopted  thesideofPhilipof  France  m  the  long 
train  of  disputes  which  took  place  in  Palestine  be- 
twixt that  monarch  and  the  lion-hearted  King  of 
England.  It  was  the  »»ell-known  consequence  o* 
this  discord  that  Richard's  repeated  victories  haa 
been  rendered  fruitless,  his  romantic  attempts  to  be- 
siege Jerusalem  disappointed,  and  the  fruit  of  all  the 
glory  which  he  had  acquired  had  dwindled  into  an 
uncertain  truce  with  the  Sultan  Saladin.  With  lbs 
same  policy  which  had'  dictated  the  conduct  of  their 
brethren  in  the  Holy  Land^  the  Templars  and  Hos- 
pitallers  in  England  and  I\orinandy  attached  them 
selves  to  the  faction  t«f  Prince  John,  having  Httle  rea 
son  to  desire  the  return  of  Ri^^ard  to  England,  or  the 
succession  of  Arthur,  his  legitimate  heir.  For  the  op 
posite  reason,  Prince  John  hated  and  contemned  the 
few  Saxon  families  of  consequence  which  suliaiated 
in  England,  and  omitted  no  opportunity  of  mortitying 
and  affronting  them ;  being  conscious  that  his  person 
ami  pretensions  were  disliked  by  them,  as  weU  as  by 
the  greater  part  of  the  English  commons,  who  feared 
farther  innovation  upon  their  rijghts  and  liberties, 
from  a  sovereign  of  John's  licentious  and  tyrannical 
disposition. 

Attended  by  this  gallant  equipage,  himself  weH 
mountenl,  and  splendidly  dressed  in  crimson  and  m 
cold,  bearing  upon  his  hand  a  falcon,  and  having  his 
nend  covered  by  a  rich  fur  bonnet,  adorned  with  a 
circle  of  precious  stones,  from  which  bis  long  curled 
hair  escaped  and  overspread  his  shoulders,  Prinoe 
John,  upon  a  gray  and  high-mettled  palfre>',  caracoled 
within  the  lists  at  the  head  of  his  jovial  partv,  lauga- 
ing  loud  with  his  train,  and  eyeing  with  all  the  boW- 
ness  of  royal  cnticisni  the  beauties  who  adumed  the 
lofty  galleries.  , 

Those  who  remarked  in  :he  phvsiognenav  of  the 
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Prinre  a  dis9o1nte  aurfacity,  mingled  with  extreme 
haughtiness  and  indifference  to  the  feelmgs  of  others, 
could  not  yet  deny  to  his  countenance  that^  sort  of 
comeliness  which  nclongs  to  an  open  eet  of  features, 
well  formed  by  nature,  modelled  by  art  to  the  uBuai 
rules  of  courtesy,  yet  so  for  frank'  and  honest,  that 
they  seemed  as  if  they  disclaimed  to  conceal  the 
natural  workiuirs  of  the  soul.  Such  an  expression  is 
often  mistaken  for  manly  frankness,  when  in  truih  it 
arises  from  the  reckless  indifference  of  a  libertine 
disposition,  conscious  of  superiority  of  birth,  of  wealth, 
or  of  some  other  adventitious  advantage,  totally  un- 
connected with  personal  merit.  To  those  who  did 
not  think  so  deeply,  and  they  were  the  greater  number 
by  a  hundred  to  oue,  the  splendour  oi  Prince  John's 
rhitWy  (t.  c.  fur  tippet,)  the  richness  of  his  cloak,  lined 
with  the  most  costly  sables,  his  maroquin  boots  and 
golden  spurs,  to:rethL'r  with  the  ^ace  with  which  he 
managoa  his  palfroy,  were  suiiicient  to  merit  clamor- 
ous applause. 

In  nis joyous  caracole  round  the  lists,  the  attention 
of  the  I*rince  was  called  hv  the  commotion,  not  yet 
subsided,  which  had  attended  the  ambitious  move- 
ment of  Isaac  towards  the  higher  places  of  the  assem- 
bly. The  quick  eye  of  Prince  John  instantly  rtniog- 
nised  thfe  Jew,  bat  was  much  more  affreeably  attracted 
by  the  beautiful  dau>?hter  of  Zion,  who,  temfied  by  the 
tumult,  clung  close  lo  the  arm  of  her  aged  father. 

The  figure  of  Rebecca  might  indeed  have  compared 
with  the  proudest  beauties  of  England,  even  though 
it  had  been  judged  by  as  shrewd  a  connoisseur  as 
Prince  John.  Her  form  was  exouisiiely  symmetrical, 
and  was  shown  to  advantage  by  a  sort  of  Eastern 
dres&  which  she  wore  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
females  of  her  nation.  Her  turban  of  yellow  silk 
suited  well  with  the  darkness  of  her  complexion.  The 
brilliancy  of  her  eyes,  the  superb  arch  of  hereyebrowg, 
ber  well-formed  aquiline  nose,  her  teeth  as  white  as 
pearl,  and  the  profusion  of  hei'  sable  tresses,  which, 
each  arranged  in  its  own  little  spiral  of  twisted  curls, 
lell  down  upon  as  much  of  a  lovdy  ne^k  and  bosom 
as  a  siniarre  of  the  richest  Persian  silk,  exhibiting 
fiowera  in  their  natural  colours  embossed  upon  a  pur- 
ple ground,  permitted  to  be  yisihle—all  these  consti- 
tuted a  comninalion  of  loveliness,  which  yielded  not 
to  the  most  beautiful  at  the  maidens  who  surrounderl 
her.  It  is  true,  that  of  the  golden  and  peari-studded 
clasps,  which  closed  her  vest  from  the  throat  to  the 
waist,  the  three  uppermost  were  left  unfastened  on 
account  of  the  heat,  which  something  enlarged  the 
prospect  to  which  we  allude  A  diamond  necklace, 
wirfi  pendants  of  inestimable  value,  were  by  this 
means  also  made  more  conspicuous.  The  feather  of 
An  ostrich,  fastened  in  her  turban  by  an  agraffe  set 
with  brilliants,  was  another  distinction  of  the  beautiful 
Jewess,  scoffed  and  sneered  at  by  tlie  proud  dames 
who  sat  above  hcrt  but  secretly  envied  by  those  who 
«fiected  to  deride  them. 

"  By  the  bald  scalp  of  Abraham,"  said  Prince  John, 
"jronaer  Jewess  must  be  the  very  model  o(  that  per- 
fection, whose  charms  drove  frantic  the  wisest  king 
ihat  ever  lived !  What  sayest  thou,  Prior  Aymer  1— 
By  the  Temple  of  that  wise  king,  which  our  vA^or 
brother  Richard  proved  unable  lo  recover,  she  is  the 
very  Bride  of  the  Canticles !" 

**^The  Roee  of  Sharon  and  the  Lily  of  the  Valley," 
—answered  the  Prior,  in  a  sort  of  snutflintj  tone; 
*'  but  yotur  Grace  must  remember  she  is  still  but  a 
Jewess." 

*'Ay!"  added  Prince  John,  without  heeding  him, 

and  there  is  my  Mammon  of  unrighteousness  too*^ 
the  Manmis  of  Marks,  the  Baron  of  Byzants,  contest- 
sag  for  place  with  penniless  dogs^  whose  threadbare 
cloaks  nave  not  a  single  cross  in  their  pouches  to 
keep  the  devil  from  dancing  there.  By  the  body  of 
St  Mark,  my  prince  of  supplies,  with  his  lovely 
Jewess,  snail  have  a  place  in  the  gallery !— What  is 
she,  Isaac?  Thy  wife  or  thy  daughter,  that  Ea.Miem 
liouri  that  thou  lockest  under  thy  ann  as  thou  wouldst 
thy  treasure-casket  7" 

My  daughter  Rebecca,  so  please  your  Grace," 
answered  Isaac,  with  a  low  congee,  nothing  embar- 
rassed by  the  Prijioe's  salutation,  in  which,  however,^ 
thuiv  was  at  least  as  much  nockery  as  courtesy. 


.  **T1ie  wtaermAi  tfaou,'  said  JxAttiy  with  a  pea!  d 
laughter,  in  which  his  gay  followers  obeequioosli 
joined.  "  But,  danghter,  or  wife,  she  should  be  pre- 
fecred  according  to  net  beauty  und  thy  merits.— Who 
sits  above  there?"  he  continued  bending  his  eye  cm 
the  gallery.  '*  Saion  churls,  lolUng  at  their  lazy 
kingtii!— out  upon  them!— 4et  them  sit  close,  and 
make  room  for  my  prince  of  usurers  and  his  iov^ 
daughter.  Til  make  the  hinds  know  they  most  share 
the  high  places  of  the  synagogue  with  those  whom 
the  synagogue  properiy  belongs  to." 

Those  who  occupied  the  gallery  to  whom  this  inju- 
rious and  unpplite  speech  was  addressed,  were  ^e 
family  of  Cedric  the  Saxon,  with  that  of  his  ally  and 
kinsman,  Athelstane  of  Coningsbtirgh,  a  persona^ce, 
who,  on  account  of  his  descent  from  the  last'  Saxon 
monarchsof  England,  was  held  in  the  highest  respect 
by  all  the  Saxon  natives  of  the  north  of  England. 
But  with  the  blood  of  this  ancient  royal  race,  manr 
of  their  infirmities  had  descended  to  Athelstane.  He 
was  comely  in  countenance,  bulky  and  strong  in  pcsr- 
son,  and  in  the  f!ower  of  his  age—yet  inanimate  in 
expression,  dull-eyed,  heavy-broWed,  inactive  and 
sluggish  in  all  his  motions,  and  so  slow  in  resolution, 
that  the  soubriquet  of  one  of  his  ancestors  was  con 
ferred  upon  him,  and  he  was  very  generally  called 
Athelstane  the  Unready.  His  friends,  and  he  had 
many,  who,  as  well  as  Cedric,  were  passionately  at- 
tached to  him,  contended  that  this  sluggish  temper 
arose  not  from  want  of  courage,  but  from  mere  want 
of  decision ;  others  all^^  inat  his  hereditary  vice 
of  drunkenness  had  obscured  his  faculties,  never  of  a 
very  acute  order,  and  that  the  passive  courage  and 
meek  good-nature  which  remained  behind,  waie 
merely  the  dregs  of  a  character  that  might  have  been 
deserving  of  praise,  but  of  which  all  the  valuable  parts 
had  flown  off  ui  the  progress  of  a  long  course  of  bruraJ 
debauchery. 

It  was  to  this  person,  such  as  we  have  described 
him,  that  the  Princ  addressed  his  imperious  com 
mnnd  to  make  place  for  Isaac  and  Rebecca.  j\thel 
stane,  utterly  confounded  at  an  order,  which  the  man- 
ners and  feelings  of  the  times  rendered  so  injuriously 
insulting,  unwilling  to  obey,  yet  undetermined  how  to 
resist,  opposed  only  the  ut*  %nerti(t  to  the  will  of 
John ;  and,  without  stirring  or  making  any  motioa 
whatever  of  obedience,  opened  his  large  gray  ejres, 
and  stared  at  the  Prince  with  an  astonishrrtent  which 
had  in  it  something  extremely  ludicrous.  But  the  im- 
patient John  regarded  it  in  no  such  light. 

"The  Saxon  norker/*  he  said,  'Ss  either  asleep  or 
minds  me  not— Prick  him  with  your  lance,  De  Bracy," 
speaking  to  a  kniglit  who  rode  near  him,  the  leader 
of  a  band  of  Free  Companions,  or  Condottieri ;  thai 
is,  ot  mercenaries  belonging  to  no  particular  nation, 
but  attached  for  the  time  to  any  prince  by  whom  th^ 
were  paid.  There  was  a  miuinur  even  among  the  at- 
tendants  of  Prince  John:  but  De  Bracy,  whose  pro- 
fession freed  him  from  all  scruples,  extended  his  long 
lance  over  the  space  which  separated  the  gallery  from 
the  lists,  and  would  have  exciited  the  commands  of 
the  Prince  before  Athelstane  the  Unready  had  reco- 
vered prcacnce  of  mind  sufficient  even  to  draw  ba^rk 
hisperson  from  the  weapon,  had  not  Cedric,  as  prompt 
as  nis  companion  was  tardy,  unsheathed,  with  the 
speed  of  lightning,  the  short  swortl  which  he  wore, 
and  at  a  single  blow  severed  the  point  of  the  lance 
from  the  handle.  The  blood  rushed  into  the  counte- 
nance of  Pnnr^e  John.  He  swore  one  of  his  deepest 
oaths,  and  was  about  to  utter  some  threat  co-respond- 
ing in  violence^  when  he  was  diverted  from  his  pur- 
pose, partly  by  his  own  attendants,  who  gntherrtl 
around  him  conjuring  him  to  be  patient,  partly  by  a 
general  exclamation  of  the  crowd,  uttered  in  loud  ep 
plause  of  the  spirited  conduct  of  Cedric.  The  Prin»^ 
mlled  his  eyes  in  indignation^  as  if  to  collect  somesafe 
and  easy  v;ctim ;  and  chancing  to  encounter  the  firm 
glance  of  the  same  archer  whom  we  have  already 
noticed,  and  who  seemed  to  persist  in  his  gi^stnre  ol 
applause,  in  spite  of  the  frowning  aspect  whirh  the 
Prince  bent  upon  him,  lie  demandc-d  his  reason  Ibi 
clamouring  thus. 

"I  always  add  my  hollo"  said  the  yeoman  "vpbw» 
I  see  a  good  shot,  or  a^  gallant  blow.*'^ 


**Sax8f  thou?"  answered  the  Prinoet  "then  thou 
^eanst  hi^  the  white  thyself,  V\\  warrant." 
^    "A  wooaman'e  mark,  and  at  woodman's  distance, 
i  can  hit,"  answered  the  yeoman. 

And  Wat  T^rrel's  mark,  at  a  himdred  yards." 
said  a  voice  from  behind,  but  by  whom  uttered  could 
not  be  discerned. 

This  aliu&Jvn  to  the  fate  of  William  R4ifua,  his 
erandfather,  at  once  incensed  and  alarmed  Prince 
John.  He  satisfied  himself,  however,  with  command- 
ing the  men-at-arms,  who  surrounded  the  lists,  to 
keep  an  eye  on  the  braggart,  nointing  to  the  yeoman. 

"By  Su  Grizzel,"  he  addeu,  "we  will  try  nis  own 
ikill,  who  is  so  ready  to  give  iiis  voice  to  toe  feats  of 
Others!" 

"I  shall  not  fly  the  trial,"  said  the  yeoman,  with 
(he  composure  which  marked  his  whole  deportment. 

"Mean  while,  stand  up,  ye  Saxon  churls,"  a»id  the 
fiery  Prince ;  "  for,  by  the  light  of  Heaven,  since  I 
have  said  it,  the  Jew  shall  nave  his  seat  amongst 

"  Bf  no  means,  an  it  please  your  Grace !— it  is  not 
fit  for  such  as  we  to  ait  with  the  rulers  of  the  land," 
said  the  Jew ;  whose  ambition  for  precedence,  though 
it  had  led  him  to  dispute  place  with  the  extenuated 
and  impoverished  descendant  of  the  line  of  Montdi- 
lier,  by  no  means  stimulated  him  to  an  intrusion  upon 
^  the  pnvileges  of  the  wealthy  Saxons. 

"Up,  intidel  dog,  when  1  command  you."  said 
Prince  John,  "or  Iwill  have  thy  swarthy  nide  stript 
o£C  and  tanned  for  horse-furniture !" 

Thus  urged,  the  Jew  began  to  ascend  the  steep  and 
narrow  steps  Which  led  up  to  the  gallery. 

"Let  me  see,  said  ine  Prince,  "who  dare, stop 
htm!"  fixing  his  eye  on  Cedric,  whose  attitude 
intimated  his  intenuon  to  hurl  the  Jew  down  head- 

Tne  catastrophe  was  prevented  by  the  clown  Wam- 
ba,  who,  springing  betwixt  his  master  and  Isaa(^  and 
exclaiming  in  answer  to  the  Prince's  defiance,  "Mar- 
ry^ that  wUl  I !"  opposed  to  the  beard  of  the  Jew  a 
■kield  of  brawn,  which  he  plucked  from  beneath  his 
ebak,  and  with  which,  doubtless,  he  hud  furnished 
himself^  lest  the  tournament  should  have  proved  longer 
than  'bis  appetite  could  endure  abstinence.  Finding 
the  abomination  of  his  tribe  opposed  to  his  very  nose, 
while  the  Jester  at  the  same  time,  flourished  his 
wooden  sword  above  his  head,  the  Jew  recoiled, 
missed  his  footing,  and  rolled  down  the  steps,— an 
excellent  jest  to  the  ^ctators,  who  set  up  a  loud 
laughter^  in  which  Pnnce  John  and  his  aiiendantfi 
4  heartily  loined. 

'  "  Deaf  me  the  prizes  cousin  Princcj"  said  Wamba  j 
"I  have  vanquished  my  foe  in  fair  fight  with  sword 
and  shield,"  he  added,  brandishing  the  brawn  in  one 
hand  and  the  wooden  sword  in  the  other. 

"  Who,  and  what  art  thou,  noble  champion  7"  said 
Prince  John,  still  laughing. 

"  A  fool  by  right  of  descent,"  answered  the  Jester ; 
"1  am  WambiL  the  son  of  W^iilesa,  who  was  the 
•OQ  of  Weatherorain,  who  was  the  son  of  an  Alder- . 
man." 

"^Make  room  for  the  Jew  m  front  of  the  lower 
ring,"  said  Prince  John,  not  unwilling  perhaps  to 
•eize  an  apology  to  desist  from  his  original  purpose ; 
l^place  the  vanquished  beside  the  victor  were  false 

"Knave  opon  fool  were  worse,"  answered  the 
Jester,  "  and  Jew  upon  bacon  worst  of  all." 

"  Gramercy !  good  fellow,"  cried   Prince  John. 

thoQ  plessest  nca— Here,  Isaac,  lend  me  a  handiul 
of  byzanta." 

As  the  Jew,  stunned  J>y  the  request,  afraki  to  refuse, 
ind  unwilling  to  comply,  fumbled  in  the  furred  bag 
which  hung  by  his  girdle,  and  was  perhaps  endea- 
vouring to  ascertain  now  few  coins  might  pass  for  a 
bandhii.  the  Prinoo  stooped  from  his  jennet, and 
fettled  Isaac's  doubts  by  snatching  the  pouch  itself 
from  his  side;  and  flin^ging  u/ Wamba  a  couple  of 
the  gold  pieces  which  it  contained,  he  pursued  his 
.  career  round  the  fists,  leavin;?  the  Jew  to  the  derision 
ef  those  around  him,  and  himself  reccivmg  as  much 
{PP^ause  from  the  spectators  as  if  he  had  done  some 
ouQust  and  honourable  action. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

AtthM  tiM  challencer  with  fierce  defjr 

HU  trumpet  tfiundu  ;  the  cUailenf^d  makv  rei^y: 

With  claRKt>ur  rinjrs  the  6«ld,  re»oundi»  Ute  vaultMi  aky. 

Their  visom  cliwed,  their  Inncwi  in  the  re«t, 

Or  at  the  hoimet  (tointed  or  the  crest, 

They  vanish  from  Uie  barrier,  ipeed  tiia  race. 

And  ipunriDg  aee  deoreue  Uie  middle  Hfiace, 

Palaaun  end  ArelM. 

In  the  midst  of  Prince  John's  cavalcade,  he  sud 
denly  stopt,  and  appealing  to  the  Prior  of  Jorvaulx« 
declared  the  principal  business  of  the  day  had  beea 
fcy^otten. 
^By  my  halidom,"  said  he,  "  we  have  neglected. 
Sir  Prior,  to  name  the  fair  Sovereign  of  Love  and  ol 
Beauty,  oy  whose  white  hand,  the  palm  is  to  be  di^* 
tributed.  For  my  part,  I  am  hberal  in  my  ideiis, 
and  1  care  not  if  1  give  my  vote  for  the  black-eyed 
Rebecca." 

"  Holv  Virgin."  answered  the  Prior,  turning  up  hia 
eyes  in  horror,  a  Jewess !— We  should  deserve  to  be 
stoned  out  of  the  lists ;  and  I  am  not  yet  old  enough 
to  be  a  martyr.  Beaiiies,  I  swear  by  my  patron 
saint,  that  she  is  far  inferior  to  the  lovely  Saxua, 
Rowena." 

"  Saxon  or  Jew,"  answered  the  Prince,  "  Saxon 
or  Jew,  dog  or  hog,  what  matters  it !  I  say.  name 
Rebecca,  were  it  ohl^  to  mortify  the  Saxon  churb.'* 

A  murmur  arose  even  among  his  own  inunediata 
attendants. 

"  This  passes  a  jest,  my  lord,"  said  De  Bracy ;  "  no 
knight  here  will  lay  lance  in  rest  if  such  an  insult  it 
attempted." 

"  It  is  the  mere  wantonness  of  insult,"  said  one  ot 
the  oldest  and  most  important  of  Prince  John's 
followers,  Waldemar  Fitzurse,  "  and  if  your  Grace 
fittempt  it,  cannot  btit  prove  ruinous  to  your  projects.'* 

"I  entertained  you,  air,"  said  John,  reining  up  his 
palfrey  haughtily,  "for  my  follower,  but  not  for  my 
counsellor.' 

"  Those  who  follow  your  Grace  in  the  paths  which 
you  tread,"  said  Waldemar,  but  speaking  in  a  low 
voice,  "  acquire  the  right  of  counsellors;  for  your 
uiterest  and  safely  are  not  more  deeply  gaged  than 
their  own." 

From  the  tone  in  which  this  was  epoklPn,  John  saw 
the  necessity  of  acquiescence.  "  I  did  but  jest,"  he 
said ;  "  and  you  turn  upon  me  like  so  many  adders ! 
Name  whom  you  will,  in  the  kind's  name,  and  pieuse 
yourselves." 

"Nay,  nay,"  said  De  Bracy,  "let  the  fair  sove* 
reign's  throne  remaitt" unoccupied,  until  the  con- 
queror shall  be  named,  and  then  let  him  choose  the 
lady  by  whom  it  shall  be  filled,  it  will  add  another 
grace  to  his  triumph,  and  teach  fair  ladies  to  prize  the 
love  of  valiant  knights,  who  can  exalt  them  to  such 
distinction." 

"  If  Brian  de  Bois-Ghiilbert  gain  the  prize,"  said  the 
Prior,  "  I  will  gage  my  rosary  that  1  name  the  Sove* 
reign  of  Love  and  Beauty." 

"^Bois-Guilbert,"  answered  De  Bracy,  "is  a  good 
lance ;  but  there  are  others  around  tliese  lists,  Sir 
Prior,  who  will  not  fear  to  enrtjunter  him." 

"  Silence,  sirs,"  said  Waldemar,  "  and  let  the 
^nce  assume  his  seat.  The  knights  and  spectators 
are  alike  impatient,  the  tim^  advances,  and  highly  fitit 
is  that  the  sports  sliould  conmienoc." 

Prince  John,  though  not  yet  a  nionnrch,  had  in 
Waldemar  Fitzurse  all  iheinronvenienctsof  a  favour- 
ite minister,  who,  in  servini?  his  sovereign,  must 
al waysdo  so  in  his  own  way.  The  Prince  aoquiescod* 
however,  although  bis  disposition^  was  precisely  of 
that  kind  which  is  apt  to  be  obstinate  upon  tntles, 
and,  assuming  his  throne,  and  being  surrounded  by 
his  followers,  gave  signal  to  the  heralds  to  proclaim 
the  laws  of  the  tuunuLment,  which  were  briefly  as 
follows: 

Pi;9t,  the  five  challengers  were  to  undertake  ail 
comers. 

Secondly,  any  knight  proposins;  to  combat,  migni, 
if  he  plenseo,  select  a  special  antagonist  from  amonu 
the  challengers,  by  touching  his  shield.  If  he  did  si» 
with  the  reverse  of  his  lance,  th^  trial  of  skill  was 
made  with  what  were  called  the  arms  of  courtesy^ 
that  is,  w^th  lances  at  whos^  extremity  %  pm^  of 
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mnnd  flat  board  was  fixed,  so  that  no  danger  was 
encoantered,  save  from  the  shock  of  the  horses  and 
Tvicrs.  But  if  the  shield  was  touched  with  the  sharp 
end  of  tho  lance,  the  combat  was  understood  to  be  at 
ouirancct  that  is,  the  knights  were  to  6ght  with  sharp 
weapons,  as  in  actual  bnttle. 

Thirdly,  when  the  knishts  present  had  accom* 
plished  their  vow,  by  each  of  them  breaking  five 
lances,  the  Prince  was  to  declare  the  victor  m  the 
first  day's  tourney,  who  should  receive  as  prize  a  war- 
horse  of  exquisite  beauty  and  matchless  strength ;  and 
in  addition  to  this  reward  of  valour,  it  was  now  de- 
clared, he  should  have  the  peculiar  honour  of  naming 
the  Uiieen  ^of  Love  and  Beauty,  by  whom  the  prize 
soouid  be  given  on  the  ensuins  day. 

Fourthly,  it  was  announced,  that,  on  the  second 
day,  there  should  be  a  general  tournament,  in  which 
all  the  knii^hts  present,  who  were  desirous  to  win 

E raise,  might  take  part ;  and  being  divided  into  two 
ands,  of  equal  numbers,  might  f)«?ht  it  out  manfully 
until  the  signal  was  given  by  Prince  John  to  cease 
the  combat.  The  elected  Qoeen  of  |^ove  and  Beauty 
was  then  to  crown  the  knight  whom  the  Prince 
should  adjudge  to  have  borne  himself  best  in  this 
second  day,  with  a  coronet  composed  of  thin  gold 
plate,  cut  into  the  shape  of  a  laurel  crown.  On  thia 
second  day  the  knightly  games  ceased.  But  on  that 
which  was  to  follow;  feats  of  archery,  of  bull-baiting, 
and  other  popular  amusements,  were  to  be  practised, 
ior  the  more  immediate  amusement  of  the  populace. 
In  this  manner  did  Prince  John  endeavour  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  popularity,  which  he  was  perpetually 
throwing  down  by  some  mcrmsiderate  act  of  wanton 
aggression  upon  the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  the 
pcMple. 

Tlie  lists  now  presented  a  most  splendid  spectacle. 
The  sloping  galleries  were  crowded  with  all  thf  t  was 
noble,  great,  wealthy,  and  beautiful,  in  the  northern 
and  midland  parts  of  England ;  and  the  contrast  of 
the  various  dresses  of  these  digiiified  sp^ectators,  ren- 
dered the  view  as  gay  as  it  was  rich,  while  the  interior 
and  lower  space,  nlled  with  the  substantial  burgesses 
and  yeomen  of  merry  England,  formed,  in  their  more 
plain  attire,  a  dark  fringe,  or  border,  around  this  cir- 
cle of  brilliaAt  embroidery,  relieving,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  settingoff  its  splendour. 

The  heralds  finished  their  proclamation  with  their 
usual  crv  of  "Largea^  largesse,  gallant  knights!" 
and  gold  and  silver  pieces  were  showered  on  them 
from  the  galleries,  it  being  a  high  point  of  chivalry  to 
exhibit  liberality  towards  those  whom  the  af<e  ac- 
counted at  once  the  secretaries  and  the  histonana  of 
honour.  The  bounty  of  the  spectators  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  customary  shouts  of  "  Love  of  Ladies- 
Death  of  Champions— Honour  to  the  (Generous— 
Glory  to  the  Brave  1"  To  which  the  more  humble 
spectators  added  their  acclamations,  and  a  numerous 
biand  of  trumpeters  the  flourish  of  their  martial  instru- 
ments. When  these  sounds  had  ceaacHl,  the  heralds 
withdrew  from  the  lists  in  ^y  and  glittering  proces- 
sion, and  none  remained  within  them  save  the  mar- 
shals of  the  field,  who,  armed  cap-a-pie,  sat  on  horse- 
back, motionless  as  statues,  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
lists.  Mean  time^  the  enclosed  space  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  lists,  large  as  it  was,  was  now  com 
pietely  crowded  with  knights  desirous  to  prove  their 
skill  against  the  challengers,  and,  when  viewed  from 
the  galleries,  presented  the  appearance  of  a  sea  of 
waving  plumage,  interfhixed  with  glistening  helmets, 
and  taU  lances,  to  the  extremities  of  which  were,  in 
many  case&  attached  small  pennonaof  about  9.  span's 
breadth,  which,  fluttering  in  the  air  as  the  breeze 
caught  them,  ioined  with  the  restless  motion  of  the 
feathers  to  add  liveliness  to  the  scene. 

At  length  the  barriers  were  opened,  and  five  knights, 
chosen  by  lot,  advanced  slowly  into  the  area :  a,ain- 
ffle  champion  nding  in  front,  and  the  other  roin-  fol- 
lowing in  pairs.  All  were  splendidly  armed,  and  my 
Saxon  authority  (in  the  Wardoiir  Manuscript)  records 
at  great  length  their  devices,  their  colours,  and  the 
emDroiu«>ry  o[  their  horse  trappings.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  l»e  (}trticular  on  these  subjects.  To  borrow 
ines  from  a  contemporary  poet,  who  has  written  bat 
tooUuls— 


•*  The  knifhtA  ara  *nt. 

And  Uwir  swt6  ^word*  are  nwt,  ^^ 

TlMfir  •ouU  are  wiUi  the  «aiau,  we  Uwi?** 


Their  escutcheons  have  long  mouldered  from  the 
walls  of  thdr  castles.  Their  castles  themselvas  %rs 
but  green  mounds  and  shattered  ruins— the  ptaoe  tBat 
once  knew  them,  knows  them  no  more — nay,  many  a 
race  since  theirs  has  died  out  and  been  fc^n^lteo  m 
the  very  land  which  they  occupied,  with  all  the  autho- 
rity of  leudal  proprietors  and  feudal  lords.  What,  then, 
would  it  avail  the  reader  to  know  their  names^  or  las 
evanescent  symbols  of  their  martial  rank  I 

Now,  however,  no  whit  anticipating  the  oblrvkm 
which  awaited  their  names  and  feats,  the  champkms 
advanced  through  the  hsts,  restraining  their  fiery 
steeds,  and  compelling  them  to  move  wowly,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  thev  exhibited  their  paces,  together 
with  the  grace  and  dexterity  of  the  riders.  As-  ths 
processiuii  entered  the  lists,  the  sound  of  a  wild  Bar- 
baric music  was  heard  from  behind  the  tents  of  the 
challengers  where  the  performers  were  concealed.  It 
was  of  Eastern  origin,  having  been  brought  from  ths 
Holy  Land:  and  the  mixture  of  the  cymbals  and 
bells  seemed  to  bid  welcome  at  once,  and  defiaaoe^ 
to  the  knights  as  they  advanced.  With  the  eyes  01 
an  immense  concourse  of  spectators  fixed  upon  them, 
the  tlve  knights  advanced  up  the  platform  imoit 
which  the  tents  of  the  challengers  stood,  and  ihtte 
separatihg  themselves,  each  touched  slightly,  and 
with  the  reverse  of  his  lance,  the  shield  of  the  antago- 
nist to  whom  he  wished  to  oppose  himselC  Tne 
lower  order  of  spectators  in  general— nay,  many  of 
the  higher  class,  and  it  is  even  said  several  of  tba 
ladies,  were  rather  disappointed  at  the  champloos 
choosing  the  arms  of  courtesy.  For  the  same  sort  of 
persons,  who,  in  the  present  day,  applaud  most 
highly  the  deepest  tragedies,  were  then  interested  ia  a 
tournament  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  danger  m- 
curred  by  the  champions  engaged. 

Having  intimated  their  more  pacific  pufpose.  tfas 
champions  retreated  to  the  extremity  of  the  lists^ 
where  they  remained  drawn  up  in  a  line;  while  ths 
challengers,  sallying  each  from  his  pavilion,  mounted  . 
their  horses,  and,  headed  by  Brian  de  Bois-Guilben, 
descended  from  the  platform,  and  opposed  themselves 
individually  to  the  knights  who  had  touched  their 
respective  shields. 

At  the  flourish  of  clarions  and  trumpets,  they  started 
out  against  each  other  at  full  gallop ;  and  such  was 
the  superior  dexterity  or  good  fortune  of  the  challen- 
gers, that  those  opposed  to  Bois-Guilbert,  Malvoism, 
and  Pront-de-BoBuf,  rolled  on  the  ground.  The  an-  i 
ta^nist  of  Gran  tmesnil,  instead  of  bearii^  his  lance-  ' 
point  fair  against  the  crest  or  the  shield  ofhis  enemy, 
swerved  so  much  from  the  direct  line  as  to  break  ths 
weapon  athwart  the  person  of  his  .opponent-^i  <ar- 
cumstance  which  was  accounted  more  disgraceful 
than  that  of  being  actually  unhorsed ;  because  ths 
latter  rnight  happen  from  accident,  whereas  the  for- 
mer evinced  awkwardness  and  want  of  management 
of  the  weapon  and  of  the  horse.  The  fifth  knight  alone 
maintamed  the  honour  of  his  party,  and  parted  fairly 
with  the  Knight  of  St.  John,  both  splintering  thcar 
lances  without  advantage  en  either  side. 

The  shouts  of  the  multitude,  together  with  the 
acclamations  of  the  heralds,  and  the  clangour  of  the 
trumpets,  announced  the  triumph  of  the  victors  and 
the  defeat!  of  the  vanouished.  The  former  retreated 
to  their  pavilions,  and  the  latter,  gathering  themselves 
up  as  they  could,  withdrew  from  the  lists  in  disgract 
and  dejection,  to  agree  with  their  victors  conoermng  ' 
the  redemption  of  their  arms  and  their  horses,  whiG£ 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  tournament,  they  had 
forfeited.  The  fifth  of  their  number  alone  tamed  in 
the  lists  long  enough  to  be  greeted  by  the  applauses 
of  the  spectators,  amongst  whom  Ke  retreated,  is 
the  aggravation,  doubtless,  of  his  companions'  morti 
fication. 

A  aecond  and  a  third  party  of  knights  took  tha 

*  Tlieee  linei  arc  part  of  an  uopobliched  poem  by  Colericlft, 
whote  moM  ao  oOen  tantalixes  vriih  fra^menta  which  indicate 
tier  poweni,  while  the  manner  iu  which  Rhe  fliojn  them  fnm 
her  betrart  her  caprice,  yut  whose  uDlinirtird  aketchea  c" 
nuMS  talmt  than  tiM  labouied  B 
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iUld;  and  althoush  th^  hfect  Tarkms  1000088,  yet. 
upon  the  whole,  tne  advantage  decidedly  remained 
with  the  chailensera,  not  one  of  whom  lost  his  seat 
or8w«rv«i  from  his  charge—misfortunea  which  be- 
fell one  or  two  of  their  antagonists  in  each  encounter, 
The  spints,  therefore,  of  those  opposed  to  them. 
I  to  be  considerably  damped  oy  theur  continued 
I.  Three  knights  only  appeared  on  the  founh 
OTtry,  who.  avoiding-  the  shields  of  Bois-Guilbert  and 
Ploat-de>B(Buf,  contented  themselves  with  touching 
those  of  the  three  other  knights,  who  had  not  alto- 
ffther  manifested  the  same  strength  and  dexterity. 
ThiepoUtic  selection  did  not  alter  the  fortune  of  the 
field,  the  challengers  were  still  successful :  one  of 
tkflir  antagonists  was  overthrown,  and  both  the 
others  failed  in  the^t^atn^*  that  is,  in  striking  the 
beimet  and  shield  of  their  antagonist  firmly  and 
iMngly,  with  the  lance  held  in  a  direct  line,  so  that 
the  weapon  might  break  unless  the  chainpk>n  was 
OTorthrown. 

After  this  fourth  encounter,  there  was  a  considera- 
ble paose;  nordki  it  appear  that  any  one  was  very 
dauDiis  of  renewing  the  contest.  The  spectators 
nnirmured  among  themselves;  for,  among  the 
challengersj  Malvoisin  and  Pront-de- BcBuf  were 
upopuiar  from  their  characters,  and  the  others, 
exeept  Qrantmesnil,  were  disliked  as  strangers  and 
foreigners. 

.  Bot  none  shared  the  general  feeling  of  dissatisfac- 
tion so  keenly  asCedric  the  Saxon,  who  saw,  in  each 
advantage  gained  by  the  Norman  challengers,  a  re- 
peated triumph  over  the  honour  of  Rn^and.  His 
own  education  had  taught  him  no  skill  in  the  games 
of  chivalry,  although,  with  the  arms  of  his  Saxon 
iBcestors,  he  had  manifested  himself,  on  many 
occasions,  a  brave  and  determined  soldier.  He 
kwked  anxiously  to  Athelstane,  who  had  learned  the 
accomplishments  of  the  age,  as  if  desiring  that  he 
•hould  make  some  personal  effort  to  recover  the 
vjotory  which  was  passing  into  the  hands  of  the 
Templar  and  his  associates.  But,  though  both  stout 
9f  heart  and  strong  of  person,  Athelstane  had  a  dis- 
position too  inert  and  unambitious  to  make  the  exer- 
tions which  Cedric  seemed  to  expect  from  him. 
.  '*The  day  is  against  England,  my  lord,"  said  Ced- 
ric, in  a  marked  tone ;  **  are  you  not  tempted  to  take 
the  lance?" 

1  shall  tilt  to-morrow,"  answered  Athelstane,  '*  in 
the  mlUt ;  it  is  not  worth  while  for  me  to  arm  my- 
•clf  to^iay." 

Two  thmgs  displeased  Cedric  in  this  speech.  It 
(  coDtained  the  Norman  word  miUe^  (to  express  the 
funeral  conflict,)  and  it  evinced  some  indifference  to 
the  honour  of  the  country;  but  it  was  spoken  by  Athei- 
^ne,  whom  he  held  in  such  profound  respect,  that 
he  would  not  trust  himself  to  canvass  his  motives  or 
ok  foibles.  Moreover,  he  had  no  time  to  make  any 
Kmark,  for  Wamba  thrust  in  his  word,  observing,  "  It 
^vu  better,  though  scarce  easier,  to  be  the  best  mmn 
wnong  a  hundred,  than  the  best  man  of  two." 

.Athelstane  took  the  observation  as  a  serious  com- 
pliment; but  Cedric,  who  better  understood  the  Jester's 
inaining,  darted  at  him  a  severe  and  menacing  look ; 
MW  lucky  it  was  for  Wamba,  perhaps,  that  the  time 
JM  niace  prevented  his  receiving,  notwithstanding 
bw  p(ace  and  service,  more  sensible  marks  of  his  mas- 
^'J^resentment. 

The  pause  in  the  tournament  was  still  umnterrupt- 
a^  excepting  by  the  voices  of  the  heralds  exclaiming— 

Ij^ve  of  ladies,  splintering  of  lances!  stand  forth, 
plUnt  knights,  fair  eyes  look  upon  your  deeds  1" 

.The music  aK«»o  of  the  challengers  breathed  from 
tojc  to  lime  wild  bursts  expressive  of  triumph  or 
yfiatlce,  while  the  clowns  grudged  a  holiday  which 
•"gted  to  pass  away  in  inactivity ;  and  old  knights 
•nd.Dobles  lamented  in  whispers  the  decay  of  martial 
JP'nt,  spoke  of  the  triumphs  of  their  younwer  days, 
3Ut  agreed  that  the  land  did  not  now  supply  dames  of 
jyh  transcendent  beauty  as  had  animated  the  jousts 
of  former  times.  Prince  John  began  to  talk  to  his 
attendants  about  making  ready  the  banquet,  and  the 
'•cttsity  of  adjudging  the  pnze  to  Bnan  de  Bois- 

/^»  term  of  ettivalry  tniutferred  to  the  law,  fives  ths 
'B'aM  of  be'sf  attautad  of  traaMO. 


Ontlbeil,  who  had,  with  a  fingje  qiear,  OTordirowi 
two  knights  and  foiled  a  third. 

At  length,  as  the  Saracenic  music  of  the  challenger! 
concluded  one  of  those  long  and  high  flourishes  with 
which  they  had  broken  the  silence  of  the  lists,  it  was 
answered  by  a  solitary  trumpet,  which  breathed  a  noto 
of  defiance  from  the  northern  extremity.  ,  All  eyes 
were  turned  to  see  the  new  champion  which  these 
sounds  announced,  and  no  sooner  were  the  barriers 
open^  than  he  paced  into  the  lists.  As  far  as  could 
be  judged  of  a  man  sheathed  in  armour,  the  new 
adventurer  did  not  greatly  exceed  the  middle  size,  ana 
seemed  to  be  rather  slender  than  strongly  made.  His 
suit  of  armour  was  formed  of  steel,  richly  inlaid  with 
^iiold,  and  the  device  on  his  shield  was  a  young  oak* 
tree  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  with  the  Spanish  wora 
Deaaichado^  signifying  Disinherited.  He  was  mounted 
on  a  gallant  black  horse,  and  as  he  passed  through 
the  lists  he  gracefully  saluted  the  Prince  and  the  ladies 
by  lowering  his  lance.  The  dexterity  with  which  be 
managed  his  steed,  and  something  of  youthful  grace 
which  he  displayed  in  his  manner  won  him  the  favour 
of  the  multitude,  which  some  of  the  lower  classes 
expressed  by  calling  out,  "Touch  Ralph  de  Vipont'a 
shield— touch  the  Hospitaller's  shield ;  he  has  the  least 
sure  seat-  he  is  your  cheapest  bargain."  ^ 

The  champion,  moving  onward  amkl  these  Veil* 
meaht  hints,  ascended  the  platform  by  the  sloping 
alley  which  led  to  it  from  the  lists,  and,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  present^  riding  straight  up  to  the  centrat 
pavilion,  struck  with  the  sharp  end  of  his  spear  the 
shield  of  Brian  de  BQis-Guilbert  until  it  rang  again. 
All  stood  astonished  at  his  presumption,  but  none 
more  than  the  redoubu-d  Knight  whom  he  had  thus 
defied  to  mortal  combat,  and  who,  little  expecting  so 
rude  a  challenge,  was  standing  carelessly  at  the  door 
of  the  pavilion. 

"Have  you  confessed  yourself,  brother,"  said  the 
Templar,  and  have  you  heard  mass  this  morning 
that  you  peril  your  life  so  frankly?" 

"I  am  fitter  to  meet  death  than  thou  art,"  answereo 
the  Disinherited  Knight;  for  by  this  name  the  stranger 
had  recorded  himself  in  the  books  of  the  tourney. 

"  Then  take  your  place  in  the  lists,"  said  Bois-Gfuil- 
bert,  "  and  look  your  last  upon  the  sun ;  for  this  night 
thou  shalt  sleep  in  paradise." 

"Gramercy  for  thy  courtesy,"  relied  the  Disin- 
herited Knignt,  "  and  to  requite  it,  I  advise  thee  to  take 
a  fresh  horse  and  a  new  lance,  for  by  my  honour  you 
will  need  both." 

Having  expressed  himself  thus  confidently,  he 
reined  his  horse  backward  down  the  slope  which  he 
had  ascended,  and  compelled  him  in  the  same  manner 
to  move  backward  through  the  lists,  till  he  reached 
the  northern  extremity,  where  he  remamed  stationary 
in  expectation  of  his  antagonist.  This  feat  of  horse- 
manship again  attracted  the  applause  of  the  multitude 

However  incensed  at  his  adversary  for  the  precau 
tions  which  he  recommended,  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbetf 
did  not  neglect  his  advice ;  for  his  honour  was  toe 
nearly  concerned,  to  permit  his  neglecting  any  means 
which  might  ensure  victory  over  his  presumptuous 
opponent  He  changed  his  horse  for  a  proved  ana 
fresh  one  of  great  strength  and  spirit.  He  chose  a 
new  and  tough  spear,  lest  the  wood  of  the  former 
mitfht  have  been  strained  in  the  previous  encounters 
he  had  sustained.  Lastly,  he  laid  aside  his  shiela 
which  had  received  some  little  damage,  and  receives 
another  from  his  squires.  His  first  had  only  borne 
the  general  device  of  his  rider,  reprospnting  twe 
knights  riding  upon  one  horse,  an  emolem  expressive 
of  tne  ori}rinal  humility  and  poverty  of  the  Templars 
qualities  which  they  had  since  exchanged  for  the  arro- 
gance and  wealth  that  finally  occasioned  their  sup 
pressbn.  Bois-Guilbert's  new  shieki  bore  a  raven  ic 
full  flight,  holding  in  its  claws  a  skull,  and  bearing 
the  motto,  Gart  U  Corbcau. 

When  the  two  champions  stood  opposed  to  eact 
other  at  the  two  extremities  of  the  lists,  the  public 
expectation  was  strained  to  the  highest  pitch.  Few 
au^red  the  possibility  that  the  encounter  could  ler 
minate  well  for  the  Disinherited  Knight,  yet  his 
courage  and  gallantry  secured  the  general  good  wiabee 
of  the  spectators.  -y  ■— ..y  ^^^^^.^ 
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The  tnimpcts  hnd  no  sooner  Ri'vcn  the  si{»nnl,  thnn 
the  f'hainpiotis  vanishfxi  frDrn  thoir  po.sts  with  the 
ppwd  of  li^i'.tnm'^,  and  closiil  in  theci.'iitrt;of  iher>r<i 
with  ihi?  sliock  <jf  a  thiiiifl«;rboIl.  Th.;  Iuih-cm  hurst 
into  sliivtT:)  up  to  tlio  vorv  srasn,  nri'I  it  si-eincd  iit 
the  niOMiMrit  inat  ))<)i]i  ktrii^lits  had  fuih'n.  tur  the 
aho.'k  had  inailf  each  horse  recoil  l»a<.'li warns  upon 
its  haufif-hed.  The  ad.lri"*«  of  th-.*  ritlers  n.*eovfn\l 
their  ««lfeds  by  iHe  of  the  bridle  and  Ppur :  and  havint; 
glan^l  on  f^n>:\\  o'hi."-  fir  an  ina'ant  with  ey».s  whi«rh 
BeeincJ  to  flash  fire  tlirufl^h  tin*  bars  of  ihidr  visurs, 
each  inndc  a  denii-volt^  an  I,  reiirini;  to  th-j  extr*'iniry 
of  the  li.stp.  received  a  fnsli  hinrM'  from  llie  attendants. 

A  I'Hi  I  sinmt  from  the  .-"p'-'ctators,  waviuij  of  sonrfa 
snd  liandkiTJ'hiefs,  and  i^envrnl  n'^idainations,  at- 
Icsted  the  intfri-sl  taken  by  tlie  spirlators  in  tliiy 
cnoiinier;  tlie  mist  tiprd,  as  wi*ll  as  rhe  bent  per- 
foniiixl.  whif'h  bar!  :4ra«v«l  the  tlay.  lint  no  s4>oner 
had  the  knij;!ifs  n-sirne  1  their  station,  than  the  ela- 
niour  of  applan«»e  wa«  hu-«hp.l  into  a  silence,  St)  iN-ep 
and  so  dfad.  that  it  seemed  the  multitude  were  afraid 
even  to  breathe. 

A  f»'w  ininntes'  panse  bavin?  bren  allowed,  that  the 
combatants  nn-i  ibi-ir  horsi-s  miiilit  re'.'ovrr  bn-nth, 
Priner  John  with  hi«»  truncb'f>n  si^'ni-d  to  tlio  tnnn- 
pets  ti)  sound  the  on^tt-t.  11i>f  ehanujions  a  S(:<M)nd 
time  hprunjj  from  their  pt'ition«».  and  elose^l  in  jhe 
centre  of  the  lists,  with  rlu*  same  sp«-!e«l,  the  same 
dexterity,  the  same  viulcnce,  but  not  the  same  equal 
fortune  as  before. 

In  this  s.'cond  encounter,  the  Templar  aimed  nl 
the  centre  of  li!s  ania;,'i)nisi's  shield,  and  ftruek  it  so 
fair  and  fjreibly,  thai  his  siwar  wj-nt  to  shiviTs,  anil 
the  Disinherited  Kniuht  ri-elnil  in  his;  sadille.  On  the 
other  hand,  ihat  champion  had.  in  the  buirinnm?  of 
his  career,  directed  the  poiiil  of  his  bmeu  lowanis 
Bois-Guilberl*s  shield,  but,  cham;inj  bis  aim  almost 
in  the  moment  of  enoounrer.  he  addre>*»'<l  it  to  tlie 
helni't,  a  mrirk  more  ditfi'*iilt  to  hit,  but  wdiich,  if 
Bttain«'d,  remien-d  the  shock  mor**  irn-pi.siible.  Fair 
nnd  true  he  hit  the  Norririn  on  the  visor,  where  his 
lance's  point  kept  h  dd  <»f  tluf  bars.  Vet,  fvrn  at  this 
disailvinfacT",  th.-  Templar  sustained  his  biuli  reputa- 
tion; and  had  not  th*' i^inn-*  of  his  saddif  buret,  ht* 
mii^lit  not  have  been  unhorsi'<i.  As  it  chanced,  how- 
ever, sadilie,  hors »,  and  man,  rolled  on  the  ground 
Uii'ler  a  cloud  of  dust. 

To  exiricate  himself  from  the  stimips  and  fallen 
Btee«l,  was  to  the  Tem|)hr  sear'-*!  the  work  of  a  mo- 
ment ;  anil,  stun'.:  wiih  madness,  both  at  hisdis:;race 
and  ar  ili»  aeelainaiiins  with  winch  it  was  haileil  by 
tin*  sp'-etators,  he  «lrew  his  sworrl  and  wavitl  it  in 
dfliance  of  his  coiPiueror.  T\\v  Disinlienti-<1  Knight 
ppnin.^  froni  his  si't-d.  and  aU)  nnsheaih»Hi  his 
Bworl.  Tlni  marshals  of  lh»'  field,  however,  Fpurreil 
their  li(*rscs  b«'twK«>n  them,  and  reminded  iht-m,  that 
tne  laws  of  the  towrn'imi.nt  di.l  nor.  on  the  present 
Ocea<»iim.  r»ermit  tluM  sinn'ies  of  enrnuiiifr.  ^ 

"We  shall  m«'«t  a'.'MJn,  I  trust,"  sai-l  the  Tempiar. 
rastim!  a  resentful  ulanci;  at  his  antagonist;  and 
whrrn  ihiT*  arn  n'ln-  ti>  separate  us." 

"  If  w»'  do  not."  said  the  Disinherited  Kniirht,  "  rhe 
fault  sipill  no'  be  mine.  On  fool  or  horsebacJt,  with 
epear.  wiili  axe.  or  wiih  sword,  1  am  alike  ready  to 
encounter  the*'." 

More  and  angrier  words  would  have  been  cx- 
rham-r-Hl,  but  the  marshals,  cr*«s.-*in:^  their  lances 
betwixt  I  h'MH.  compelled  tluin  to  Sfe!»arate.  The  Dis- 
inherited Knight  n.-tiirn'-d  to  his  first  t>ialion,  ami 
B.ns-<JuiIb-rt  to  hi<*  t-.-nr,  when*  he  remained  lor  the 
pst  of  the  (hv  in  an  a^ony  of  di-spair. 

Without  ali;rhtin::  from  his  horse,  the  conqueror 
ralb'd  i'or  a  bOwl  of  w:iie,  and  opeiiin:;  tii.';  beavi-r.  or 
iowfr  part  of  hi**  br-liin't.  announced  that  betiuair-d 
It.  '"To  all  true  Kre^^hsh  h-aris,  aiid  to  the  Ciuifusion 
of  fon'ivrn  tvrauts."  He  linn  comn>and;'d  his  trum- 
|H>t  to  s«nmd  a  dellance  ro  the ''halli  iiiKTS,  and  de- 
(tirtl  a  lierald  to  aim  Hiii<:e  to  ifiem.  that  h..'  b'iould 
make  no  i  l-.-eiion,  but  was  wiilin:{  'o  en>'oiinter  them 
in  tlie  order  in  which  they  pleaded  to  advance  agamsi 
bim. 

T'le  irisantic  Front-de-P.  ruf,  arrne<i  in  sable  ar- 
mttiir.  w^w  ihti  tirsi  who  timk  riie  field.  He  l»ore  on 
«  H'ditv  bhicid  a  black  bull's  head,  iialf  dufacvd  by 


the  nnmeroua  encounters  which  he  had  tmder{*oni^ 
and  l>"arin:.x  the arrouant  motto.  Care,  Adtum.  Ofcr 
this  ehamjtiori  the  Disinherited  Knight  obtaim-d  t 
bli.dit  but  decisive  udvant.i'^c.  lloth  Kjiights  bnHu 
their  lanees  fnirK',  but  Front-de-Bcruf,  who  lost  a 
siirrnp  in  the  encounter,  was  adjudged  to  have  tht 
disadvatita:;e. 

In  the  stranger's  thin!  encounter  with  Sir  Philip 
Malvoisin.  he  was  equally  successful :  sirikLi^  thit 
baron  so  fon;ibly  on  thi!  cnsriue,  that  the  lart-«of  tbi 
hehnel  bn>ke,  and  Malvoisin.  only  savcfl  fmm  fnlhng 
by  Ixiii:^  uriheliiieted,  was  aeelart>d  vanquished  lib 
his  conipaiiiiins. 

In  hia  fourth  combat  with  De  Grantme«nil,  thi 
Disiuh'ritMl  Kniuht  showed  as^iuch  courtesy  H 
hi!  bad  hitliiTto  «vinced  courai^e^nd  dexterity.  Di 
<Tranimesnirs  horse,  which  was  yonns  and  violent, 
renpHl  and  i)lun;^i'ii  in  the  eoursJ^  of  th*»  career  » 
as  to  disturb  rhe  rider's  aim,  and  the  f^lrantjer,  da> 
clinin:?  ru  ti!;e  the  ail  vantage  whi«:h  this  accident 
aHiuded  him,  raised  his  lance,  nnd  passing'  his  antt- 
p mist  without  toiichini;  limi,  wh'eiH.i  his  hopH'and 
ri>.le  back  a'-'ain  to  his  own  end  of  the  lists,  ulfi-rinc 
his  anta'.^>n:*-t.  by  a  herald,  the  chatn^e  of  a  s»Tond 
enci>unier.  This  De  ((raniniesnil  riti-liuii!,  avowing 
him^.-lf  vanqiiL-^hed  as  much  by  the  courtesy  as  by 
the  aiMr»^s  of  ins  opjwinent. 

Ilaljili  de  Vipont  sumtUMl  up  the  I'st  of  the  stnm- 
jt't's  triumphs,  bi-m*-'  hurl-.d  to  the  irround  wiih  sudi 
forr'e^  that  the  blood  mishfj  from  his  nose  and  hif 
ni<Hiih,  and  he  was  borne  Ht-nsi:less  from  the  lists. 

Thi'  nec'lamations  of  thousands  npphiudrti  theoni* 
nimoiis  a  wan]  of  the  Prince  anil  marshals,  nnnon*" 
cing  that  da>'''8  honours  to  the  Disinhcnted  Knifibt 


CHAPTER   IX. 

-  In  tliR  nii(l«t  wax  novo 


A  laiiy  of  .\  iiinn>  m:iii-i>tic  inn^n, 

By  ulature  mikI  by  beauty  marked  their  Mvereifii  Qatt^ 

*  *  m  *  «  • 

And  nit  in  h>niity  «he  Niiriiav<fi|  f hn  rliuir, 
Si  nuhU:T  ili.iii  tlio  re^l  wim  lnTaifirf'i 
A  rntwn  ofrutUiy  eolil  i-ni>.l(>'<ii-d  lifi  Un>w, 
riHin  w-itliour  pcinip.  Hriil  ricti  wjriiuiii  a  utiow; 
A  brtinirli  iif  ALiMia  Cn^liiii  in  h<>r  linm' 
BliR  bure  uluil  her  ayiubol  urciiniin  iml. 

I'/ii  Fizrwer  end  At  Laf. 

William  de  Wwil  and  Stephen  de  Martival.  tin 
marshah  of  the  field,  were  ihe  hrst  toidlt-r  their  wan 
qra'.ulations  to  the  victor,  piayin'j  him  at  the  urna 
iluie.  to  sutler  his  helmet  to  be  u!da<.vd.  or,  at  least, 
that  he  w'ould  raise  his  vi«Hjr  ere  iluy  otuiducted  hua 
to  receive  the  |tnz(5  of  the  liay's  tosirmy  from  the 
hands  of  Prince  John.  The  Di>inheiii'M  KmgUli 
with  all  knightly  courtesy,  declined  their  n.«|iitf^ 
allcL^ins.  thai  he  could  notat  this  time  sutler  hisfioi 
to  hi-  seen,  for  reasons  which  he  had  n.«*si^nefl  to  the 
heralds  when  he  entenxi  the  li>ts.  The  uiarshail 
were  i>«'rf«'ctly  sati»tjed  by  this  n-plv;  for  amidst  tin 
frecjU'jiit  and  <.:ui>rieiouM  vows  by  which  knif^his  wcta 
aiv'iis;omed  to  bind  themselves  in  the  days  of  chh 
valry,  there  win.*  none  more  common  than  tho«l»T 
whii;h  they  eni^a^i'il  to  remain  iiieo^nilo  for  a  cer- 
tain s;)ace,  or  until  some  fiurticular  advt mure  wii 
achieved.  The  marshals.  « Inn-fore,  pres.-*i-d  no  fa* 
thnr  into  the  mvsiery  of  the  Disinhtriled  Knight,  bui. 
ajinoiuicinii  to  Prin-e  Jnhn  the  conqm  ror's  UtsireW 
remain  unknown,  they  reqiiestol  peniiisHon  rol>nii{ 
liim  before  his  Grace,  in  order  that  Iil  mi^hi receive 
tile  r»'wanl  of  his  valour. 

John's  ciirio.xity  was  exciftJ  by  the  m>*i«tery  ob- 
serv'd  by  the  stran^rer;  and,  l»einK  aln-ady  di>p]e«wl 
with  the  i^sue  of  the  toiirnami.nt.  in  which  thei;iul- 
leii:^ers  whom  he  favoiind  had  bii-n  wic«*e»:*<|f 
(iTfi-at***!  by  one  kniirht.  he  an-«werid  hau^jhidy  lo  w» 
marshals,  "IK-  t!ie  liuhi  of  Our  Lady's  bruw.  tbii 
same  kni;{ht  liath  bfeii  di si nht  riled  as  well  of  hd 
couricsy  a-i  of  hts  lands,  si  nee  he  dr-s.res  to  apprii 
bi  lore  til  without  niicovi  riiiii  his  fare.— Wot  vc,  m/ 
lorrjs,"  he  sa:il,  tiiniiii:;  rounlj  \rt  his  train,  "  who  ihil 
gallant  can  be,  that  b.ars  himself  rhu*  proiidl>  T. 

'"  I  caniHit  tfne.«^s."  answi-n-il  De  Br.ny,  "ijordiJl 
think  thrr-'  Iml  been  wiiliin  rhe  tou-  ii.  Sis  ttint  i.'irih 
Uriiuin  u  chumpiuii  thai  cuidd  Ltar  down  these  £vf 
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kiiiflkto  in  on«  d%fB  JMfliing.  Bv  nj  laitb,  I  aMl 
twwr  ^rset  the  force  with  which  he  shocked  De 
Vipont  The  poor  Hospitaller  was  hurled  iroiii  his 
•addle  tike  a  stone  from  a  sling." 

''Boast  not  of  that,"  said  a  Knight  of  St  John, 
who  was  present ;  "  your  Temple  champion  had  no 
better  luck.  I  saw  your  brave  lance,  Bois-Guilbert, 
roU  thrice  OYer,  grasping  his  hands  full  of  sand  at 
every  turn." 

DeBracy,  being  attached  to  the  Templars,  would 
bate  replied,  but  was  prevented  by  Prince  John. 
"Silence,  sirs  f  he  said,  "  what  unprofitable  debate 
&ave  we  here  1" 

"11»€  victor,"  said  De  Wyvil,  "sull  waits  the 
pleasure  of  your  highness." 

It  is  our  pleasure,^  answered  John,  "that  he  do 
a>  wail  until  we  learn  whether  there  if  not  some  one 
who  can  at  least  guess  at  his  name  and  quality. 
Shotdd  he  remain  there  till  nightfall,  he  has  had 
work  enough  to  keep  him  warm?' 

"  Tour  Grace,"  said  Waldemar  Fiiiurse,  "  will  do 
lest  than  due  honour  to  the  victor,  if  you  compel  him 
to  wail  till  we  tell  your  highness  that  which  we  can- 
Doi  know;  at  least  I  can  form  no  guess— imless  he 
bi^  one  of  the  good  lances  who  accompanied  King 
Richard  to  Palestine,  rmd  who  are  now  straggUng 
homeward  from  the  Holy  Land." 

"It  may  be  the  Earl  or  Salisbury,"  said  De  Bracy, 
"be is  about  the  same  oitch." 

"Sir  Thomas  de  Miutoii,  the  Knight  of  Gilsland, 
nther,"  said  Fitzurse;  "Salisbury  is  bigger  in  the 
hones."  A  whisper  arose  among  the  tram,  but  hv 
whom  first  suggested  could  not  be  ascertained.  "  It 
miglit  be  the  iCing— it  might  be  Richard  Coeur-de- 
Lion  hini?«lf !" 

"Over  Grod's  forbode  T'  said  Prince  John,  involun- 
tarily turning  at  the  same  time  as  pale  as  death,  and 
shrinking  as  if  bhjehtcd  by  a  flash  of  lightning; 
"Waldemar!— De  Bracy!  brave  knights  and  gente- 
men.  remember  yoiur  promises,  and  stand  truly  by 
me!*' 

"Here  is  no  danger  impending,"  said  Waldemar 
fitzurse:  "are  you  so  httle  acquainted  with  the 
p<?antic  limbs  of  your  father's  son,  as  to  think  they 
cnnbeheld  within  the  circumference  of  yonder  suit 
of  armour?— De  Wyvil  and  Martival.  you  will  best 
fTfe  the  Prince  by  bringing  forward  the  victor  to  the 
throne,  and  ending  an  error  that  has  conjured  all  the 
blood  from  his  cheeks.— I^ok  at  him  more  closely," 
he  continued,  "  your  highness  will  see  that  he  wants 
three  inches  of  King  Richard's  h*nght,  and  twice  as 
nwich  of  his  shoulder-breadth.  The  very  horse,  he 
racks,  co«iH  not  have  carried  the  ponderous  weight 
of  Kin?  Richard  through  a  .single  course.'* 
^While  he  was  yet  speaking^  the  marshals  brought 
forward  the  Disinherited  Knight  to  the  foot  of  a 
wooden  tlight  of  steps,  which  formed  the  ascent  from 
w»  lists  to  Prince  John's  throne.  Still  discomposed 
^th  the  idea  that  his  brother,  so  much  injured,  and 
to  whom  he  was  so  much  indebted,  had  suddenly 
■rrivcd  in  his  native  kingdom,  even  the  distinctions 
pointed  out  by  Fitzurse  did  not  altogether  remove 
w  Prince's  apprehen.^^ions ;  and  while,  with  a  short 
•ad  embarrassed  eulogy  upon  his  valour,  he  caused 
H^  delivered  to  him  ine  war-horse  assigned  as  the 
V^^  he  trembled  lest  from  the  barred  visor  of  the 
jnailed  form  before  him,  an  answer  might  be  returned, 
{n  the  deep  and  awful  accents  of  Richard  the  Lion- 
h^rted. 

But  the  Disinherited  Knight  sjwke  not  a  word  in 
^y  to  the  comr>liment  of  the  Prince,  which  he  only 
**J;J)owledged  with  a  profound  obeisance. 

.The  horse  was  led  into  the  lists  by  two  grooms 
''chljr  dressed,  the  animal  itself  being  fully  account 
■ith  the  richest  war-furniture;  which,  however, 
preely  added  to  the  value  of  the  noble  creature  in 
w«  eyes  of  those  who  %»ere  judges.  Laying  one  hand 
9^n  the  pommel  of  the  saddle,,  the  Disinherited 
^^t  vaulted  at  once  upon  the  back  of  the  steed 
Jthout  making  use  of  the  stirrup  and,  brandishing 
f?w  his  lance,  rode  twice  aroimd  the  lists,  exhibiting 
|J«  PO'nts  ana  paces  of  the  horse  with  the  skill  of  a 
P**jjcl  horsemsn. 

^°e  appearance  of  Tanity,  which  might  otherwise 


hute  been  MtHbuied  to  thw  dt^kjr,  was  renKyred  by 
the  propriety  shown  in  exhibiting  to  the  best  advantage 
the  pnncaly  reward  with  which  he  had  been  juni 
honoured^  and  the  Knight  waa  again  greeted  by  the 
acclamations  of  all  present. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  bustling  Prior  of  Jorvauiz 
had  reminded  Prince  John,  in  a  whisper,  that  the 
victor  must  now  display  his  good  judgment,  instead 
of  his  valour,  by  selecung  from  among  the  beauties 
who  graced  the  galleries  a  lady,  who  should  fill  the 
throne  of  the  Q,ueen  of  Beauty  and  of  Love,  and  de- 
liver the  price  of  the  tourney  upon  the  ensuing  day. 
The  Prince  accordmgly  made  a  sign  with  his  trun- 
cheon, as  the  Kniglu  passed  him  in  nis  second  career 
around  the  lists.  The  Knight  turned  towards  the 
throne,  and  sinking  his  lance,  until  the  point  was , 
within  a  foot  of  the  ground,  remained  motionless,  as 
if  e.xpccting  John's  commands;  while  all  admired 
the  sudden  dexterity  with  which  he  instantly  reduced 
his  fiery  steed  from  a  state  of  violent  emotion  and  high 
excitation  to  the  stillness  of  an  equestrian  statue. 

"  Sir  Disinherited  Knight,"  said  Prince  John, 
"since  that  is  the  only  title  by  whicli  we  can  address 
you,  it  is  now  your  dutv,  as  well  as  prjvilege,  to  name 
the  fair  lady,  who,  as  dueen  of  Honour  and  o(  lA)ve, 
is  to  preside  over  next  day's  fesiiyaL  If,  as  a  stran- 
ger in  our  land,  you  should  require  the  aid  of  other 
judgment  to  guide  your  own,  we  can  only  any  that 
Alicia,  the  daughter  of  our  gallant  knight  Waldemar 
Fitzurse;  has  at  our  court  been  long  held  the  first  in 
beauty  as  in  place.  Nevertheless,  it  is  your  undoubted 
prerogative  to  confer  on  whom  you  ok-use  this  crown, 
bv  the  delivery  of  which  to  the  lady  of  your  choice; 
tne  election  ol.  to-morrow's  Queen  wdl  be  formal  and 
complete.— Raise  your  lance." 

The  knight  obeyed;  and  Prince  John  placed  upon 
Its  point  a  coronet  of  green  satin,  having  around  its 
edge  a  circlet  of  gold,  the  upper  edge  or  which  was 
relieved  by  larrow-points  and  henrts  placed  inter- 
changeably, like  the  strawberry  leaves  and  balls  upon 
a  ducal  crown. 

In  the  broad  hint  which  he  dropped  respecting  the 
daughter  of  Waldemar  Fit/urse,  John  had  more  than 
one  motive,  each  the  offspring  of  a  mind,  which  was 
a  strange  mixture  of  carelessnesa  and  presumption 
with  low  artifice  and  cunning.  He  wisht^  to  banish 
from  the  minds  of  the  chivalry  around  him  his  own 
indecent  and  unacceptable  jest  respecting  the  Jewess 
Rebecca;  he  was  desirous  of  conciliating  Alicia's 
father  Waldemar,  of  whom  he  stwd  in  awe.  and  who 
bad  more  than  once  shown  himseft  dissatisfied  during 
the  course  of  the  day's  proceedings.  He  had  also  a 
wish  to  establish  himself  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
lady;  for  John  was  at  least  as  licentious  in  his  plea- 
sures as  profligate  in  his  ambition,  But  besitles  all 
these  reasons,  he  was  desirous  to  raise  up  against  the 
Disinherited  Knight  (towards  whom  he  already  enter- 
tained a  strong  dislike)  a  powerful  enemy  in  the  person 
of  Waldemar  Fitzurse,  who  was  likely,  he  thought, 
highly  to  resent  the  injury  done  to  his  daughter,  in 
case,  as  was  not  unlikely,  the  victor  should  make 
another  choice. 

And  so  indeed  it  proved.  For  the  Disinherited 
Knight  passed  the  gallery  close  to  that  of  the  Prince, 
in  which  the  Lady  Alicia  was  seated  in  the  full  pride 
of  triumphant  beauty,  and,  paring  forwards  as  slowly 
as  he  had  hitherto  rode  swiftly  around  the  lists,  he 
seemed  to  exercise  his  right  of  examining  the  nume- 
rous fair  faces  which  adorned  that  splendid  circle. 

It  was  worth  while  to  see  the  different  conduct  of 
the  beauties  who  underwent  this  examination,  during 
the  time  it  was  proceeding.  Some  blushed,  some  as- 
sumed an  air  of  pride  and  dignity,  some  looked  straight 
forward,  and  essayed  to  seem  utterly  unconscious  of 
what  was  going  on,  some  drew  back  in  alarm,  which 
was  perhaps  affected,  some  endeavoured  to  forbear 
smiling,  and  there  were  two  or  three  who  laughed 
outright  There  were  also  some  who  dripped  their 
veils  over  their  charms:  hut  as  the  Wardoin*  Manu- 
script says  these  were  fair  ones  often  years  standing, 
it  may  be  supposed  that,  having  had  their  fiill  share 
of  such  vanities,  they  were  willing  to  withdraw  their 
claim  in  order  te  give  a  fair  chance  to  the  rising  beau 
ties  of  the  age.  ^,y,,....,  ___  ..^ 
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At  length  the  champion  pansed  beneath  the  balcony 
in  which  the  Lady  Rowena  was  placed,  and  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  spectatora  was  excited  to  the  utmost. 

1'.  must  be  owned,  that  if  an  interest  displayed  in 
his  success  could  have  bribed  the  Disinherited  Knizht 
the  part  of  the  lists  before  which  he  paused  had 
merited  his  predilection.  Cedric  the  Saxon,  overjoyed 
at  the  discomBture  of  the  Templar,  and  still  more  so 
at  the  miscarriage  of  his  two  malevolent  neit^hboura, 
Front-de-B(Buf  and  Malvoisin,  had,  with  his  body 
half  stretched  over  the  balcony,  accompanied  the  vic- 
tor in  each  course,  not  with  his  eyes  only,  but  with  his 
whole  heart  and  souL  •  The  Lady  Rowena  had  watch- 
ed the  progress  of  the  day  with  equal  attention, 
though  without  openly  betraying  the  same  intense 
interest.  Even  the  unmoved  Athelstane  had  shown 
symptoms  of  shaking  off  his  apathy,  when,  calling 
far  a  hus^e  goblet  of  muscadine,  he  quafied  it  to  the 
health  of  the  Disinherited  Knight. 

Another  group,  stationed  under  the  gallery  occupied , 
by  the  Saxons,  had  shown  no  less  interest  m  the  fate 
of  the  day. 

"  Father  Abraham  !'*  said  Isaac  of  York,  when  the 
first  course  was  run  betwixt  the  Templar  and  the 
Disinherited  Knight, "  how  fiercely  that  Gentile  rides ! 
Ah,  the  good  horse  that  was  brought  all  the  long  way 
from  Barbary,  he  takes  no  more  care  of  him  than  if 
he  were  a  wild  ass's  colt^and  the  noble  armour'that 
was  worth  so  many  zecchinb  to  Joseph  Parejra,  the 
armourer  of  Milan,  besides  seventy  in  the  hundred  of 
profits,  he  cares  for  it  as  little  as  il  he  had  found  it  in 
ihe  highways!" 

-"  If  he  risks  his  own  person  and  limbs,  father,"  said 
Rebecca,  "in  doing  such  a  dreadful  battle,  he  can 
scarce  be  expected  to  spare  his  horse  and  armour." 

"Child!"  replied  Isaac,  somewhat  heated,  "thou 
knowest  not  wnat  thou  speakest— His  neck  and  limbs 

are  his  ovm,  but  his  horse  and  armour  belong  to 

Holy  Jacob !  what  was  I  about  to  say  I^Neverthe- 
less,  it  is  a  good  youth— See^  Rebecca !  see,  he  is  again 
about  to  go  up  to  battle  agamst  the  Philistine— Pray, 
,  child— pray  for  the  safety  of  the  good  youth,— and  of 
the  speedy  horse,  and  ine  rich  armour. — Grod  of  my 
fathers!"  he  again  exclaimed,  "he  hath  conquered, 
and  the  uncircumcised  Philistine  hath  fallen  before 
his  lance,— even  as  Og  the  King  of  Bashan,  and  Si- 
hon,  King  of  the  Amorites.  fell  before  the  sword  of 
oar  fathers !— Surely  he  shall  takoiheir  gold  and  their 
ailver,  and  their  war-horses,  and  their  armour  of  brass 
and  of  steel,  for  a  prey  and  for  a  spoil" 

The  same  anxiety  did  the  worthy  Jew  display  dur- 
ing every  course  that  was  run,  seldom  failing  to  ha- 
zard a  nasty  calculation  concerning  the  value  of  the 
horse  and  armour  which  wore  forfeited  to  the  cham- 
pion upon  each  new  success.  There  had  been  there- 
fore no  small  interest  taken  in  the  success  of  the  Dis- 
inherited Knight,  by  those  who  occupied  the  part  of 
the  lists  bei'ore  which  he  now  paused. 

Whether  from  indecision  or  softie  other  motive  of 
hesitation,  the  champion  of  the  day  remained  sta- 
tionary for  more  than  a  minute,  while  the  eyes  of  the 
silent  audience,  were  riveted  upon  hismonons;  and 
then,  gradually  and  gracefully  sinking  the  pomt  of 
his  lanco,  he  deposited  the  coronet  which  it  supported 
at  the  feet  of  the  fair  Rowena.  The  trumpets  instantly 
Bounded,  while  the  heralds  proclaimed  the  Lady  Ro- 
wena the  Clueen  of  Beauty  and  of  Love  for  the  ensu- 
ing day.  menacing  with  suitable  penalties  those  who 
Bhould  be  disobedient  to  her  authority.  They  then 
repeated  their  cry  of  Largesse,  to  which  Cedric,  in  the 
height  of  his  ioy,  replied  by  an  ample  donative,  and 
to  which  Aihefstane,  though  less  promptly,  added  one 
equally  large. 

There  was  some  murmuring  amone  the  damsels  of 
Norman  descent,  who  wore  as  mucn  unused  to  see 
the  p.'eierence  given  to  a  Saxon  beauty,  as  the  Nor- 
man nobles  were  to  sustain  defeat  in  the  games  of 
chival^'y  which  they  themselves  had  introduced.  But 
these  sounds  of  disaffection  were  drowned  by  the 
|iopular  shout  of  "  Long  Uve  the  Lady  Rowena,  die 
chosen  and  lawful  Queen  of  Love  and  of  Beauty !" 
To  which  many  in  the  lower  area  added,  "Long  five 
the  Saxon  Princess  I  tong  Uve  the  race  of  the  immor- 
tal AIM!" 


Howernr  tmaeceptaUe  time  aonnda  might  be  H 
Prince  John,  and  to  those  around  him,  he  eaw  him 
self  nevsrthelees' obliged  to  confirm  the  nomination 
of  the  victor,  and  accordingly  calling  to  horse,  he  feft 
his  throne ;  and  mounting  his  jennet,  accompanied  by 
his  train,  he  again  entered  the  Usts.  The  Priaei 
paused  a  moment  beneath  the  gallery  of  the  Lady 
AUcia,  to  whom  he  paid  his  compliments,  observiact 
at  the  same  time,  to  those  around  him— "By my  ha» 
dome,  sirs !  if  the  Knight's  feats  m  arms  have  shewn 
that  he  hath  Umbs  and  sineWs,  his  choice  hath^io 
less  proved  that  his  eyes  are  none  of  the  dearesL", 

It  was  on  this  occasion,  as  during  his  whole  ^ 
John's  misfortune,  not  perfectly  to  onderstand  the 
characters  of  those  whom  he  wished  to  concibtte. 
Waldemar  Pitzurse  was  rather  offended  than  pleased 
at  the  Prince  stating  thus  broadly  an  opinion,  that  htf 
daughter  had  been  slighted. 

"I  know  no  right  of  chivalry,"  he  said,  "more  prs- 
cious  or  inalienable  than  that  of  each  free  knigh*  to 
choose  his  lady-love  by  his  own  judgment.^  My 
daughter  courts  distinction  from  no  one ;  and  in  her 
own  character,  and  in  her  own  sphere,  will  never  bfl 
to  receive  the  full  proportion  of  that  which  is  her  due." 

Prince  John  replied  not;  but,  spurring  his  horse,  as 
if  to  give  vent  to  his  veaation,  he  made  the  animal 
bound  forward  to  the  gallery  where  Rowena  wai 
seated,  with  the  crown  still  at  her  feet 

"Assume,"  he  said,  "fair  lady,  the  mark  of  your 
sovereignty,  to  which  none  vows  homage  more  sin- 
cerely than  ourself,  John  of  Anjou :  and  if  it  please 
you  to-day,  virith  your  noble  sire  and  friends,  to  grace 
our  banquet  in  the  Castle  of  Ashby,  we  shall  learn  to 
know  the  empress  to  whose  service  we  devote  to- 
morrow." 

Rowena  remained  silent,  and  Cednc  answered  for 
her  in  his  native  Saxon. 

"  The  Lady  Rowena,"  he  said,  "possesses  not  the 
language  in  which  to  reply  to  yoiur  courtesy,  or  to 
su<«tain Tier  part  in  your  festival.  I  also,  and  the  noble 
Athelstaneof  Coningsburgh,  speak  only  the  language, 
and  practise  only  the  manners,  of  our  fathers.  We 
therefore  decline  with  thanks  your  Highnesses  cour 
leous  inviiftiion  to  the  banquet.  To-morrow,  the  Lady 
Rowena  will  take  uponTier  the  state  to  which  she  has 
been  called  by  the  free  election  of  the  victor  Knight, 
confirmed  by  ihe  acclamations  of  the  people." 

So  saying,  he  lifted  the  coronet,  and  placed  it  upon 
Rowena  s  head,  in  token  of  her  acceptance  of  the 
temporary  authority  assigned  to  her. 

"What  Says  he)"  said  Prince  John,  affecting  not 
to  understand  the  Saxon  lans^age,  in  which,  how- 
ever he  was  well  skilled.  The  purport  of  Cedric's 
speech  was  repeated  to  him  in  French.  "  It  is  weM," 
he  said;  "to-morrow  we  will  ourself  conduct  this 
mute  sovereign  to  her  seat  o(  dignity.— You,  at  least, 
Sir  Knight,"  he  added,  turning  to, the  victor,  who 
had  remained  near  the  gallery,  "  will  this  day  share 
our  banquet  ?" 

The  Knight,  speaking  for  the  first  time,  in  a  low  and 
hurried  voice,  excised  himself  by  pleading  fatigue, 
and  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  to-moiTow*s  en- 
counter. 

"  It  is  well,"  said  Prince  John,  haughtily ; "  although 
unused  to  such  refusals,  we  will  endeavour  to  digest 
our  banquet  as  we  may,  though  ungraced  by  the  most 
successful  in  arms,  ana  his  elected  Queen  of  Beautr."* 

So  saying^  he  prepared  to  leave  the  lists  with  nis 
glittering  tram,  and  nis  turning  his  steed  for  th&t  par 
pose,  was  the  signal  for  die  breaking  up  and  disper 
sion  of  the  spectators. 

Yet,  with  the  vindictive  niemory  proper  to  offended 
pride,  especially  when  comb'med  with  conscious  want 
of  desert,  John  had  hardly  proceeded  three  paces,  era 
again,  turning  around,  he  fixed  an  eye  of  stern  resent- 
ment upon  the  veoman  who  iiad  displeased  him  ia 
the  early  part  or  the  day,  and  issued  his  commands 
to  the  men-at-arms  who  stood  near— "On  yoarlife^ 
suffer  not  that  fellow  to  escape." 

The  yeoman  stood  the  an^  glance  of  the  Prince 
with  the  same  unvaried  steadiness  which  had  marked 
his  former  deportment,  saying,  with  a  smile,  "I  have 
no  intention  to  leave  Ashby  until  the  day  after  to- 
morrow—I must  see  how  Stafibrdshire  and  LAccg 
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Mfihvt  can  <intw  Aor  bows  die  fimstt  of  Need- 
wood  and  Charnwood  must  rear  good  arohera.'* 

**!,'*  aaki  Prince  John  to  his  attendants,  but  not  in 
direct  reply;,—"  I  will  see  how  he  can  draw  his  own ; 
ind  wo  betide  him  unless  his  skill  should  prove  some 
ipklogy  for  his  insolence !" 

**It  IS  full  time,"  said  De  Bracv.  "that  the  outre- 
emdanee*  of  these  peasants  should  be  restrained  by 
SMiie  striking  example." 

Wakiemar  Fitzursp,  who  probably  thought  bis  pat* 
ron  was  not  taking  the  readiest  road  to  popularity, 
ihrugged  up  his  shoulders  and  was  silent.  Prince 
^n  resumed  his  retreat  from  the  list^  and  the  dis- 
persion of  the  multitude  became  general. 

In  Tarious  routes,  according  to  the  different  quar- 
ters from  which  they  came,  and  in  groups  of  various 
■ambers,  the  spectators  were  seen  retiring  over  the 
plain.  By  far  the  most  numerous  part  streamed  to- 
wards the  town  of  Ashby,  where  many  of  the  distin- 
guisbed  persons  were  lodged  in  the  castle,  and  where 
othere  round  accommodation  in  the  town  itself 
Among  these  were  most  of  the  knights  who  had 
already  appeared  in  the  dnn-nament,  or  who  proposed 
to  fight  there  the  ensuing  day,  and  who,  as  tney  rode 
ib»ly  along,  tolkingover  the  events  of  the  day,  were 
greeted  with  loud  shouts  by  the  populace.  The  same 
aedamations  were  bestowed  upon  Prince  John, 
altiiough  he  was  indebted  for  them  rather  to  the  splen- 
im  of  his  appearance  and  train,  than  to  the  popu- 
brity  of  his  cnaracter. 

A  more  sincere  and  more  general,  as  well  as  a  bet- 
leMiierited  acclamation,  attended  the  victor  of  the 
day,  antil,  anxious  to  withdraw  himself  from  popular 
nouee,  he  accepted  the  accommodation  of  one  of  those 
pavilions  pitched  at  the  extremities  of  the  lists,  the 
Bse  of  which  was  courteously  tendered  him  by  the 
marshals  of  the  field.  On  his  retiring  to  his  tent. 
many  who  had  lingered  in  the  lists,  to  look  upon  and 
form  conjectures  concerning  him,  also  dispersed. 

The  signs  and  sounds  of  a  tumultuous  concourse 
of  men  lately  crowded  together  in  one  place,  and  agi- 
tated by  the  same  passing  events,  were  now  exchanged 
for  the  distant  hum  of  voices  of  different  groups  re- 
treating in  all  directions,  and  these  speedily  died  away 
in  aileoce.  No  other  sounds  were  heard  save  the 
voices  of  the  menials  who  stripped  the  galleries  of 
their  cushions  and  tapestry,  in  order  to  put  them  in 
aafeiy  for  the  night,  and  wrangled  among  themselves 
far  tae  half-used  bottles  of  wine  and  relics  of  the 
refreshment  which  had  been  served  round  to  the  spec- 
tators. 

Beyond  the  precincts  of  the  lists  more  than  one 
forge  was  erected ;  and  these  now  began  to  glinyner 
through  the  twilight,  announcing  the  toil  of  the  ar- 
DMurera,  which  was  to  continue  through  the  whole 
nidit,  in  oider  to  repair  or  alter  the  suits  of  annour 
to  be  used  again  on  the  morrow. 

A  strong  guard  of  men-at-arms,  renewed  at  inter- 
▼•Is,  from  two  hours  to  two  hours,  surrounded  the 
wi.  and  kept  watch  during  the  night 


CHAPTER  X. 

ThM,  tltce  tho  nd  preaairin;  raveti,  ttiat  folia 
The  Mick  man**  |Wi«spori  in  her  hollow  t>e«k, 
Ami  III  tli^  iihnduw  of  ilio  cileiit  nil  lit 
I>uih»liiikc  contDL'ion  trum  her  sablo  winga  ; 
ypx'ti  aimI  lorin^MHod,  luna  poor  Barrabon, 
"With  (aUil  curvei  toward*  these  Chriatians. 

TVx  Difqnherited  Knight  had  no  sooner  reached  his 
Pavilion,  than  squires  and  pag*»s  in  abundance  ten- 
«*r*l  their  services  to  disarm  him,  to  bring  fresh 
•Jjirc,  and  to  offer  him  the  refreshment  of  the  bath. 
Jneir  zeal  on  this  occasion  was  perhaps  sharpened 
Of  curiosity,  since  every  one  desired  to  know  who  the 
■TOglit  was  that  had  j^ained  so  many  laurels,  yet  had 
jj^wed,  even  at  the  command  of  Prince  John,  to  lift 
hi»vtsor  or  to  name  his  name.  But  their  officious 
wquisitivencss  was  not  gratified.  The  Disinherited 
^ght  refused  all  other  assistance  save  that  of  his 
'^  atjutre,  or  rather  yeoman— a  clownish-looking 
*>«,  who,  wrapt  in  a  c'oak  of  dark-coloured  felt,  and 
tevui^  his  head  and  face  half-l>oried  \fk  a  Nonaan 
*  Prefomption,  inaolraes. 


bonnet  made  of  bhiek  flir,  teemed  to  affect  tbe  mcoflh 
nito  as  much  as  his  roaaier.  All  others  being  ex* 
eluded  from  the  tent,  this  attendant  relieved  bia  mas- 
ter from  the  more  burdensome  parts  of  his  armour, 
and  placed  food  and  wine  before  him,  which  the 
exertions  of  the  day  rendered  very  accr-ptable.   ' 

The  Knight  had  scarcely  finished  a  hasty  meal,  ere 
his  menial  announced  to  him  that  five  men,  each 
k'ading  a  barbed  steed,  desired  to  speak  with  hira. 
The  Disinherited  Knight  had  exchanged  his  armonr 
fur  the  long  robe  usually  worn  bv  those  of  his  con* 
ditien,  which,  being  fiimished  with  a  hood,  concealed 
the  features,  when  such  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
wearer,  almost  as  completely  as  the  visor  of  the  hel- 
met itself;  but  the  twilight  which  was  new  fast 
darkening,  "would  of  itself  have  rendered  a  disguise 
unnecessary,  unless  to  persons  to  whom  the  face  of 
an  individual  chanced  to  be  particularly  well  known. 

The  Disinherited  Knight,  therefore,  stept  boldly 
forth  to  the  front  of  his  tent,  and  found  in  attendance 
the  squires  of  the  challengers,  whom  he  easily  knew 
by  their  russet  and  black  dresses,  each  of  whom  led 
his  master's  chai|;er,  loaded  with  the  armour  in  which 
he  had  that  day  fought. 

"  According  to  the  laws  of  chivalry,"  said  the  fore- 
most of  these  men,  '*  I,  Baldwin  de  Oyley,  squire  to 
the  redoubted  Knight  Brian  de  Boie-Uuilhert,  make 
offer  to  you,  ^tyling yourself,  for  the  present,  the  Dia- 
inhcritcd  Knight,  of  the  horse  and  armour  used  by 
the  said  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert  in  this  day's  Passage 
of  Arms,  leaving  it  with  your  nobleness  to  retain  or 
to  ransom  the  same,  according  to  your  pleasure;  for 
such  is  the  law  of  arms." 

The  other  aquires  repeated  nearly  the  same  formula, 
and  then  stood  to  await  the  decision  of  the  Dismbe- 
rited  Knight 

*'  To  you  four,  sirs,"  replied  the  Knight,  addressing 
those  who  had  last  spoken,  "  and  to  your  honourable 
and  valiant  masters,  I  have  one  common  reply.  Com 
mend  me  to  the  noble  kights,  your  masters,  and  say, 
I  should  do  ill  to  deprive^ them  of  steeds  and  arrht 
which  can  never  be  used  by  braver  cavaliers. —I  would 
I  could  here  end  my  message  to  these  gallant  knights, 
but  being,  as  I  term  myself,  in  tnith  and  earnest,  the 
Disinherited,  I  must  be  thus  fnr^und  to  your  mas- 
ters, that  they  will,  of  their  courtesy,  be  pleased  to 
ransom  their  steeds  and  armour,  since  that  which  I 
wear  I  can  hardly  term  mine  own." 

**  We  stand  commissioned,  each  of  us,"  answered 
the  squire  of  Reginald  Front-de-Bceuf,  "to  offer  a 
hundi^  zecchins  in  ransom  of  these  horses  and  suits 
of  armour." 

"It  is  sufficient,"  said  the  Disinherited  Knight. 
"  Half  the  sum  my  present  necessiti<»s  compel  me  ti> 
accept ;  of  the  remaining  half,  distribute  one  moiety 
among  yourselves,  sir  squires,  and  di\nde  the  other 
half  betwixt  the  heralds  and  the  pursuivants,  and 
minstrels,  and  attendants." 

The  squires^  with  cap  in  hand,  and  low  reverences, 
expressed  their  deep  sense  of  a  courtesy  and  gene- 
rosity not  often  practised,  at  least  upon  a  scale  so 
extensive.  The  Disinherited  Knight  then  addressed 
his  discourse  to  Baldwin,  the  squire  of  Brian  de 
Bois-Guilbert  "From  your  master,"  paid  he,  "I 
will  accept  neither  arms  nor  ransom.  Say  to  him  in 
my  name,  that  our  strife  is  not  ended— no,  not  till  we 
have  fought  as  well  with  swords  as  wi..i  lances— as- 
well  on  foot  as  on  lyorseback.  To  this  mortal  quar- 
rel he  has  himself  defied  me,  and  1  shall  not  forget 
the  challenge.— Mean  time,  let  him  be  assured,  that  I 
hold  him  not  as  one  of  his  companions,  with  whom 
I  can  with  pleasure  exchange  courtesies ;  hut  rather 
as  one  with  whom  I  stand  upon  terms  of  mortal 
defiance." 

"My  master/  answered  Bald wn,  " knows  how  to 
requite  scorn  w  th  scorn,  and  blows  with  blows,  aa 
well  as  courtesy  with  courtesy.  Since  you  disdaiii  to 
accept  from  hint  any  share  of  the  mnsom  at  which 
you  nave  rated  the  arms  of  the  other  knights,  I  must 
leaxe  his  armour  and  his  horse  here,  being  weK 
•  that  he  will  never  deign  to  mount  the  ont 
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noTwear  the  other." 


"You  have  spoken  well,  good  squire," -raid  th^ 
I  Disinherited  Knijsfat,  "*  well  and  boldly,  as  it  beseemttft 
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niin  to  so'^Jik  who  nnswor^  for  an  nbront  nin«rcr. !  all  y»»r\vclv(?H<i|y  Fathers  of  onr  tribe!  whntalo«iiv 
liuavr  ir.t,  li.i\v«vir.  th'.*  h«»rsi.'{itKl  ririimiir  h-re.  ll#*- ;  VfHtnr..-  is  thin  for  one  who  haih  riuljr  kepi  every 
Ffori-  ihf  Mi  :ii  iliy  iiiiij^liT;  or,  if  hi;  snirn?*  lo  acc*'iil  '  jut  und  firtlt*  of  ihc  law  of  Mosfrf*— >ifty  zccchiiu 
lliciiL  r-.':i!!i  till  in.  iSf.ni  Incixi,  tor  ihinc  own  iisi'.  WTcrK.hifl  from  ine  at  one  clutch,  and  by  thetaluM 
•So  iiT  :i<  liioy  arc  iiiiiu',  1  hi-.sli'W  iheni  upon  jou  "  of  a  ivmnt  I" 
fp.'i-ly  '  ''ISuf.  fathr.r,"  «ni(i  Relwrpn,  "you  seemed  to  gift 

Hald\v:n  m:\do  n  f!«vp  ol»pi.<!:niro,  nnil  rotiro*!  with    tho  jioM  lo  I'rinc'  Jo!in  wiiiiTr-;ly." 
hi8«^>iii'-iiii.iii.';  ami  tin;  Disiniji-riiod  Knight  c-nii'nxl       "  Willi  ni;ly  ?  thn  bloirh  of  l-Itrvi)!  upon  himi— • 
the  p.'ivil.;:i.  >  W:i!iiu!v.  srrilst  iIidu  ?— Ay,  jis  willindy  a.«  when,  in 

"T'ln-*  j.ir.  triirt'i."  :»'ii"l  lit-,  ndilreesinsj  his  attend-  I'n-  <iiilf  of  I.vons.  1  tliin--'  ovrr  my  niTc-handiiWlo 
ant.  "r't*  r-i)"'"*"'"  "f  Knj.rlisli  cli.valry  lia'h  not  liifhu-n  ihi  ship,  wh.lo  sh-.^  lalni'i-"!  in  the  feini>H«-. 
pulFiTrii  m  iiiy  h:inils."  '  rofici.i  lUv  :»t'itliini,'  h:lli>ws  in  my  rhiw.-e  sdktf— |<r 

"Aii'l  J."' siP'l  (iurth,  "f'»r  n  S.-ix-m  swin  "hrrd,  :  fiiinil  ihr.-ir  hrinv  f..»jnn  with  myrrh  and  aloes— eih  ^ 
hnvt  nic  ;;1  pluyrd  lhr[>t;rsona^eof  a  Morniun  M^iiire-  '  r:«^h»il  th»-ir  ••nvirns  w.ih  jiold  and  Filvtr  work!  And' 
ai-ariii-."  '  I  \\:is  iioi  thai  an  hour  of  imiiri.'rtMr:  niisc-r>',  though 

'•  Vt'ii.  hiiT,"  an'iwr'il   t\w  Di^'iMli^'ritid  Kiiinl't,  j  my  i»wn  h!irid*»  iii'.>l«- tin:  suTitii-r  ?" 
"ihoji  li  i-t  1  vf  r  k«"pr  11)''  in  'inxicry  Icdt  thy  clowuisli  ■     '"  IIul  it  w!i=  a  satrrifi'jc  which  H'-avr^n  exictcd 


lieariiiiT  -h'Hill  di«;'-nv.  r  th.c. 

*Tu-.:  1''  !- :i.l  <;:irt.i.  "I  f  nr  fli'i'*ov^ry  fr-^in  uono. 
mvintr  mv  pl.r.f'liow.  yV;iiiil»:i  ihi,-  Ji  -kt.  nf  v.lh»rii  1 
roi.'lJ  n  \rr  iIhjmv^t  wii-liifr  hi.*  w«  rt-  i:iii»o  k'i:i\»."  ur 
{•)o\.  Y  I  I  i'.)..i!  >t-ir«''  <h'»ii«u  imt  htntrh,  wlu.-n  iny 
olrl  nia-'ir  i«m>-  d  o'  rir-ar  ft>  m-,  dr.  .imiiu  :i!i  iIk' 
while  rii  ir  (Ji;r'h  w.is  kv  pini;  hij?  iv»rk-.rs  iinny  a 
mile  o'f!  -n  th.-  rlj-k.tsand  swamps  of  ilollhTwowl. 
If  1  am  lii-^ovcr.  d" 

*'Kni»!i::h,'*  shkI  tin*  Dii^inherited  Knii^ht,  "lliou 
know(-.-i  my  pnim'sn.''  ^ 

**N.i\-,  f'tr  t:j:it  m;!ttfr,"  J»nid  fJurth,  "I  will  never 
fail  mv  f.  1  ;iid  for  f  ar  of  my  >kin-futiin'^.  I  hnvo  a 
toimh  n-.i  ■,  ;!Ktf  will  h.ar  knife  or  bcour;;c  as  well  a.s 


an' 


y  ivtMr-  s  tin!  ■  i!i  »ny  ln.nI. 
IVii-'.  rii. .  I  will  riipiit"  ?h«  ri-k  yi>ii  nn  for  ny 
lovi-,  <  i.irf !i,*'  s  lid  rhc  K.iii>iht.     "  ^jean  while,  i  jiray 
you  a<'fi-.'i  tli'.j*!'  h'U  in'-ci-s  of  j:i)ld.'* 

**1  an  ri''h.r,  "  <v.i\  <J.mi1i.  j-iirtin-.:  lh<  m  into  hi-* 
pouch.  *■  'iiiiU  rwr  WIS  swine  n  nJ  or  ho:id:*Mi:i:i.*' 

"Tu'i*  tli."«  Iriu  of  u*»!d  td  A.-sh!iy,"  connni!:'d  his 
mast<  r.  "a:Mi  fin  1  oiii  Itanr  thr  .li  w  of  Vork,  aovi 
k't  hini  |i:iy  h'iii!-<  If  for  the  hun>u  and  arm.s  with 
whn-h  li!:'  ■Trd-.T  Hiipj  lied  nit'." 

"  .Nav.  hy  St.  D'lusiun,"  rtpliwl  Gurth,  "  that  I  will 
not  do. " 

"How,  knnve,"  p^plieU  his  master,  "will  thou  not 
olwv  my  ''ojiimandr!  >" 

'"So  t;i»'y  lu'  JiinHT,  refi.«onahle,  and  Chri'*rian 
rommaiiil."*.'  -■■iilii-il  (rwrfli ;  "hut  ih:s  isiioiii'ii:'ihi».-i\ 
'IM  siit!»  r  til,'  J-'W  to  pay  hiins-  It  would  he  dishoiier*!, 
for  it  WiMild  h  •  ciuMiiir^  my  imst«  r  ;  and  unre:is«Mia- 
ble,  for  ii  Win-  tin-  part  of  a  tool;  ami  unehrisiian, 
since  it  would  he  plundoriii:^  a  bi-hever  to  enrich  an 
infid.d." 

"See  luMi  eonfi-nt'Hl,  hr)\vevf»r,  thou  stubborn  var- 
let,"  siiiii  tli«'  l>i.-«iiihi*rtt.-il  Kni.izht. 

/'T  will  do  i'o,"  snid  tSurth.  takin?  thp  ba^  under 
his  clo.ik.  and  hivifi-^  the  apartnu  nt ;  ** ami  it  will 
;o  hanl,"  h<'  mutfcr-d,  ''juit  i  eoiit  nt  him  with  on— 

If  oi  'li-^  own  axkiu;'."^  So  .».ayin«.  he  d'-pirird. 
and  lelf  !:i'-  I)iJ-iuh  Tit«'d  Kniirht  loHiis  ownpi.r;»liXi.fi 


to 

j  snvj  O'T  li\'">."  ans'.vrri'd  I\i  1"  eea,  '*  ?ind  tne  God 
of  i-iir  I'mliLTS  ha:*  bince  bli  ssed  yuur  siort;  and  yoor 
^vliini:-;' 

"Av,"'  nn-wer-d  I.-ane,  "  but  if  the  l\TanT  laysliold 
on  ri:<  Ml  an  hedrl  ta-(l:iy,  e.iifl  e'liii '.•.■!•<  mt-  to  tiniit 
wl.'K:  li.=!  i<  ruiihinLr  uu?  ? — <).  dai;j!iier,  dj«*mlM'jiicd 
:r.ii  iv;i:idcrin.^  a.s  we  nri-.  :he  worsl  _*vil  wineh  be- 
f.ili^  oir  r:.ri\  is,  tiirst  when  n\h  are  wrouJinl  tni 

.  I  hm-i'-ri'ij.  .ill  the  world  hiiu^hs  aromid,  and  Me  in 
eniipi-il.  d    to  fifp;.!'..-!!  n:ir  *»..'ijs.'  of  i'ljun".  ajjd  10 

■  «;iul»'  t-imeiy.  whi-n  we  v.oul.!  r»'VtnL'e  bi-a/i ly." 

*' ThinI;  not  thus  of  it,  my  fnihtr.''  paid  Ri-becci| 
"we  also  h:ive  :n!v:int;i-4«  s.     Tin  se  Gi-mil;-*,  cruel 

■  i:iid  c)i»pri'ssiv(' as  :h»v  ai« .  ar»'  in  sime  wrt  d<-[>endtnil 
i  oil  till-  djs;'«'i>Mi  <')ii|  in-n  of  Z:on.  whom  th-  y  derail 
:  iinl  p"rsi-.M;tr.    UiilioM  i.»'  ft:ij  of  mir  we:ilih,  tlwy 

eiMiId  iieiihi'rfurm.-lifc'MM  tluirhostjiin  wnr.  nuriliitf 

I  triiMJiphs  ii!  i.i'i>-c;  aiifl  iIim  u  >IiI  v.iii.'ri  we  le::dihen 

umriis  w!ih  i;urfri-:(.-  ro  m.r  ni'l'T-*.     We  are  likellw 

lnrh  \\!i::'ii  iliiiri«<!u'ih  m't«*t  wiun  it  i-*  most  Tr.mipkd 

;  on.     l-Afii  fhisciriy'spa:;!  tint  !in  I  rinf  pnie'tdetJ  with- 

;  o  :i  tils:  ••oiHtut  of  tile  de!«pi!«t-u  Jtw,  wlio  famished 

lilt/  mi  .-ins."' 

•' Diiu.L'ht-r."  niid  Isnac, "  ilnu  h.nst  hnn»^l  upon 
Hi:.U'ier  .-iri:!,;  of  ?orrow.  Tlur  L'oo.lly  At«-eii  ami  the 
r.  ;h  :iniiii!.r.  «iii;>t  to  ihe  fell  pioiii  of  my  adv-nture 
wiili  our  Kirjath  Jairani  *}(  I,'ir.-?er— ihi-Ve  i?  a  dtad 
l.KP  itHi — ;ty,  a  U».'»s  whieh  Hwfillows  up  the  uainttofi 
Wc>  .'■: ;  ny,  of  tiif  s;mi:h  i.i.  iwi  ..-ri  two  Sihioihs— nnd 
ye;  it  m.'iv  (ud  h<.Ui  r  tinn  I  now  think,  for 'tis  i 
■^v.ti\  \r»:Mii.'' 

^"  As'>iir.  i'y,"  •>':id  R-bfTia.  ''you  shall  mjt  rrpcnl 
vi>'i  of  rtiiuitioit  liii;i;4K»d  iltid  rocL-ived  of  liieEiraiiiBBr 
knuiji."' 

*'  1  fni"5t  .«o,  dau'^htrT."  said  Isaac.  *':mil  I  tnjst  to* 
in  th"  r..liui!din.::  ol  Zion ;  bul  as  wtdl  do  I  ho;w  with 
my  «Kvn  bodilv  i-yes  to  j^-.v  j:il-  walln  and  l.'atiknjenH 
'ihtt  n«w  'ftmi»h',  as  to  s.  e  a  Christian,  wa.  ibe 


v-rv  0  St  of  C.'liri"*Trin»».  p-jov  a  <;rh|  t<)  a  Jew',  unlM 

{fo  hani,"  Ik'  mutter-d,  "  jjui  ]  ei^iit  nt  him  wiili  on—  undr-r  lli  ^  awe  of  the  jiidae  and  j;ki!i»r.'* 
lalf  ol  'li-^  own  axkiu;'."^  So  .».ayin«.  he  d'-pirird.  So  savinif,  he  resmned  hi.s  di.xeon tented  wA 
r  }:{'•  I)ij-iuh  Tit.'d  Kniirht  loHiis  own  pi.r;diXi.fl  ihroiwh  tii.-  ap'irtn.'<:t ;  and  !i»  hi  -ca,  peret-ivin^iiul 
njni:mi!i  Ml**;  w!iieh,  uv>«)n  men*  aet-ouiits  tii.in  it  i.n  !  h*  r  aiii'iit[)'s  ar  (■on'-'>laiion  only  sir\it]  to  awakn 
now  pus-iMi;  to  eoinmnmeatc  to  the  reader,  were  of  a  ■  n^w  .-i:I»j-.er<  of  eomplniii!,  wi«».I;.  dt.«isted  fn>ia  her 
uatiiru  i>--(*uliariy  ai;ita(ing  and  painftd.  I  iio:iva!l:ii.:/  «.  iRiri^  -;:  [•nniL-iitial  line  of  <'undiu':,  aod 

We  miiM  now  rhan^iifi  ihe  scenr  ro  the  village  of ;  w--  rci'omnu  -id  lo  :i!l  who  n  i  up  for  <i»mfori«ra  aod 
Asiiliy,  or  r.iihtr  to  a  eoiiniry  hons^:  in  its  virinliy  !  ailvi*.  r.s  to  follow  -.t  in  the  hke  eirfumsianci-s. 
belontmiir  lo  a  wealthy  l««rae!iti',  with  whom  Isaac,  I  Thp  t-Miiiii::  wa^  now  lHt-onunj»  daik.  when  • 
his  daii:;!:ii'r,  and  n:tiniii\  hid  taken  up  their  quartern;  ,Jf\^i^h  H-r\:i,ii  entcri.-d  \hv  apartiiient,  jutd  pla'td 
:lhe  Jew;*,  it  !s  will  known,  bein«  as  ld»r:il  in  »xi;r-  ,  upon  tin;  r.-ihle  t%yo  silver  lamps,  frij  with  perfumed 
cisinj  tiiH  dunes  nf  lio«jp:ta!ity  aiui  ehnrily  amon>; '  o;l :  ther-di^Pt  wines,  and  t'n;  m«i.<t  dL'l;e;ire  rx'frr^ 
th-'irowa  pi.-opji!,  n.sth.-y  w.-re  all^j;rd  to  be  reliieiiiiii  imnt^  ^^•^rr  af  tin.  fmmr  tlm-  tlis;la\id  l»v  anoiKef 
and  ehurli.-h  i:i  «-Mindinj5  thf-m  lo  tho.-*.- whom  they  :  Israeli' i>h  donnsii;'  i»ii  a  misiII  <lio:iv  taliie.  iiiliid 
termeil  iii-nrij.s  aii'l  wlio<«  tn-aim<n:  of  them  eiT-  !  with  yilvir;  i'*tr,  in  tin-  in'er-or  of  iluir  iwu:***,  tbe 
tainly  nirr:!-  d  hnle  liii:*p.iality  at  their  hand.  |  Jew*  rfns-il  ihrnis,  Ivi*  no  rxi-i-or-ive  indwlA^nc* 

111  an  ;ipnrtmi:nf.  smnll  inrh-rd,  hut  richly  furuishrHi  :  At  tiie  sam»r  tune  the  HTvint  ;nlonni.tl  I<aae.  iliiii 
witli  d«i-  irmion.*  of  an  Oriiinal  ta.-lf,  Rebecca  was  Nazarene  (so  llii-y  i.-rmed  (Miri^iiuns,  wiiiie  cimvfB 
seate<i_«iii  a  heap  of  embroid.red  curthioiui,  which,  '  inii  amiui.n  tliems<Ivi-.>)  dt-'-rel  to  sn-nk  wjih  hin 

Cili*d  aioM",  !i  lr>w  plaijoriii  lluii  .«iirroiin.iiil  theeham-  '  Me  that  w<iuld  live  hy  iriifl'ic.  uiust  hol^  hiJii!«elf  M 
er,  8erv>;<l,  liki'  the  e.-'rnda  of  liie  Spaniards,  instead  ;  the  di>i»<isiil  «>f  ev»T\-  our  claiming'  bo^in-  .^s  wiih  him 
of  chairs  and  St  ouIh.  She  wa»<wjitehinj  the  motions  !  I  <.ric  nt  own  nphie'd  on  tin.-  table  the  uiiiastrf 
ofherfailier  With  a  look  of  anxious  sold  liliiilafiiM't ion,  iil.jss  of  Gn^-k  wine  whieh  h-  htid  iii««r  r.-<i««il  to  hil 
wbilt:  ii.;  jiafid  the  upartm/.nt  with  a  dejeeietl  mien  !  lips,  and  pjjvint;  hastily  :o  his  dan Ju- r,  "  Relirtcai 
ami  (li^orderul  Hep;  sjiiulinwH  i-Iappint;  hi^  hnds  veil  thyself,'*^c<imuuindi\l  the?itr:iimtrto  beodniitliMi 
fo^ethi  r— «t>uieiinied  caftiu!;  his  eyts  lu  the  rtM*of ;  Just  an  Rrbecea  had  dr.»pihd  over  !u  r  fiae  fei 
div  aih'tnmrnU  as  one  who  lalwiuretl  uiuler  Rreat  lurcH  a  scn-rn  of  silver  };auze  whicii  rearhcti  lo  ••:» 
mtaital tnbuUiioa.    "  O,  Jacob!"  heexdauiUMi— "O,  \ SKti,  vhe  dooi  uiKincd,  aud  Gurth  entered,  wnpt  ^ 


teiivx:] 


iVAicacH^ 


tlieft]nid6lbl<kofbi8lNromianintotl0.  Ri«  appear- 
iQce  was  rather  suapiciousthan  preposaeaaing.  eape- 
ttally  as^  inetead  o£  doffins  hia  boiuiet  be  pulled  it 
itHl  detq>er  over  his  rugcea  brow. 

"Art  thou  la&ac  theJewoT  York?*'  said  Gurth,  in 
Saxon. 

"I  am,"  replied  Isaac,  in  the  same  langua^  (for 
oia  Oiiffic  had  rendered  everj^  tongue  spoken  m  Bri- 
lain  familiar  to  him)— "and  who  art  thou  ?" 
"  That  is  not  to  the  porpo«e,"  answ^rd  G«rth. 
"  As  much  as  my  name  is  to  thee,"  replied  Isaac ; 
•for  without  knowing  thine,  how  can  I  hold  inter- 
omirae  nith  thee? 

•*  Easily,"  answered  (5urth ;  "  I,  being  to  pay  money, 
must  know  that  I  dehver  it  to  the  ripht  person ;  thou, 
who  are  to  receive  it.  will  not,  I  think,  care  very 
peatly  by  whose  hands  it  is  delivered." 

"O."  said  the  Jew,  "you  are  come  to  pay  monies? 
— Holv  Father  Abraham !  that  aliereth  our  relation 
to  each  other.  And  from  whom  dost  thou  bring  it  ?" 
"From  the  Disinherited  Knight,"  said  Gurth,  "vic- 
tor in  this  day's  tournament.  It  is  the  prjce  of  the 
innour  supplied  to  him  by  Kiijath  Jaimin  of  Leices- 
ter on»  thy  recommeniiation.  The  steed  is  restored 
to  thy  stable.  I  dc.«»ire  to  know  the  amount  of  the 
Bim  which  I  am  to  pay  for  the  armour." 

"Isaid  ha  was  a  good  youth!"  exclaimed  Isaac, 
with  joyful  exultation.  "A  cup  of  wine  will  do  thee 
ito  harm,"  he  added,  filling  and  handing  to  the  swine- 
herd a  richer  draught  than  Gurth  had  ever  before 
tasted.  "And  how  much  money,"  continued  Isaac, 
•^hast  thou  brought  with  thofe  T 

"Holy  Virgin!  said  Gurth^ setting  down  the  cup, 
■what  nectar  these  unbelieving  dogs  drink,  while 
trae  Christians  are  fain  to  quan  ale  as  muddy  and 
thick  as  the  draff  we  give  to  ho^s  .'—What  money 
have  I  brought  with  me?"  conimued  the  Saxon, 
when  be  had  finished  this  uncivil  eiaculation,  "even 
but  a  small  sum;  something  in  hand  the  whilst. 
What,  Isaac !  thou  must  bear  a  conscience,  though  it 
be  a  Jewish  one."  ^ 

"Nav,  but."  said  Isaac,  "  thy  master  has  won  good- 
ly steeds  anq  rich  armotu^  with  the  strencih  of  his 
lance,  aiui  of  his  right  hand— but  'tis  a  good  youth— 
die  Jew  will  take  these  in  present  payment,  and  ren- 
der him  back  the  surplus." 

"  My  master  baa  disposed  of  them  already,"  said 
Garth. 

"Ah!  that  was  wrong,"  said  the  Jew,  "that  was 
the  part  of  a  fool.  No  Christian  here  could  buy  so 
inanv  horses  and  |^iour— no  Jew  except  myself 
would  give  him  hair  the  values.  Butnhou  hast  a 
auiidred  zecchins  with  thee  in  that  bag,"  said  Isaac, 
pniog  under  Gurth's  cloak,  "  it  is  a  heavy  one." 

*  1  have  feeads  for  cross-bow  bolts  in  it,"-said  Gurth, 
iBtdilv. 

"Well,  then,"— said  Isaac,  panting  and  hesitating 
between  habitual  love  of  gain  and  a  new-bom  desire 
to  bt  liberal  in  the  present  instance,  "  if  I  should  say 
that  I  would  take  eighty  zecchins  for  the  good  steed 
«w  the  rich  armour,  which  leaves  me  not  a  guilder's 
orofit  have  you  money  to  pay  me  ?" 

"Barely,''  said  Gurth,  though  the  sum  demanded 
pa  more  reasonable  than  he  expected,  "  and  it  will 
wte  my  master  nich  pennilet^a.  Nevertheless,  if 
■ich  be  ydiu"  least  offer,  I  must  be  content." 
y  "Fill  thyself  another  goblet  of  wine,"  said  the  Jew. 
Ah !  eit?hty  zecchins  is  tojp  little.  It  leaveth  no  pro- 
nt  for  the  usages  of  the  monies ;  and,  besides,  the 
iood  horse  may  have  suffered  wrong  in  this  day's 
•^counter.  O.  it  was  a  hard  and  a  dangerous  meet- 
p«!  man  and  steed  rushing  on  each  other  Uke  wild 
wilt  of  Baahan  1  the  horse  cannot  but  hare  had 
wrong." 

"Aiid  I  say."  replied  Onrth,  "he  is  sound,  wind 
^Umb;  aoa  you  n^v  see  him  now  in  your  stable. 
And  I  say,  over  and  above,  that  seventy  zecchins  is 
fOCQgh  for  the  armour,  and  I  hope  a  Christian's  word 
■  w  good  as  a  Jew's.  If  you  will  not  take  seventy,  I 
l^ill  cary  this  bag"  (and  he  shook  it  till  the  contents 
JB^tti)  "back  to  piy  master." 

Nay,  nay !"  said  Isaac;  "lay  down  thetalenta— 
*«  sbekela— the  eighty  zecchins,  and  thou  shall  me  I 
«UI  consider  thee  liberally." 


Ghnrtb  at  length  complied  s  and  telling  out  efshty 
zecchms  upon  the  table,  the  Jew  delivered  out  to  hhn 
an  acquittance  for  the  horse  and  suit  of  armour.  The 
Jew's  hand  trembled  for  joy  as  he  wrapped  tip  the 
first  seventy  pieces  of  gold.  The  last  ten  he  told  over 
with  much  deliberation,  pauan^  and  saying  some 
thing  as  he  took  each  piece  froin^he  table,  and  dropi 
it  mto  his  purst;.  It  seemed  as  if  his  avarice  were 
struggling  with  his  better  nature,  and  compelling  him 
to  pouch  zecchin  after  zecchin,  while  his  generosity 
urged  him  to  restore  some  part  at  least  to  nis  bene- 
factor, or  as  a  donation  to  his  agent  His  whole 
speech  ran  nearly  thus : 

"  Seventy-one— seventy-twoi  thy  roaster  is  a  good 
youth— ^venty-three,  an  excellent  youth— seventy- 
four— that  piece  hath  been  dipt  within  the  ring— sev- 
enty-five—and  thot  looketh  light  of  weight— seventy- 
six — when  thy  master  wants  money,  let  him  come  to 
Isaac  of  York — sovcnty-seven — that  i8,wiih  reason- 
able security."  Here  he  made  a  considerable  pause, 
and  Gurth  had  good  hope  that  the  last  three  pieces 
might  escape  the  fate  of  their  comrades ;  but  the  enu- 
meration proceeded.— "Seventy-eight— thou  art  a 
good  fellow — seventy-nine — and  deservesl  something 

for  ihyJH>lf " 

Here  the  Jew  paused  again,  and  I(y)ked  at  the  last 
zecchin,  intending,  doubtless,  to  bestow  it  upon  Ourth, 
He^weighed  it  upon  t|ie  tip  of  hia  finger,  and  made  it 
ring  by  dropping  it  upon  the  table.  Had  it  rung  too 
fiat,  or  had  it  felt  a  hair's  bn;adth  too  light,  generos^ 
itv  had  carried  the  day;  but  unhappily  for  6urth  the 
cnime  was  full  and  true,  the  z<«chin  phinip,  newly 
coined,  ami  a  grain  above  weiphl.  Isaac  could  not 
find  in  his  heart  to  part  with  it,  sodcopt  it  into  hie 
purse  as  if  in  absence  of  mind,  with  the  words,  "  Eigb-* 
ly  completes  the  tale,  hnd  I  trust  thy  moster  will  re^ 
ward  ttiee  handsomely.  Surely,"  he  added,  looking 
earnestly  at  the  bag,  thou  hast  more  coins  in  that 
pouch  ?'^ 

Gurth  grinned,  which  was  his  nearest  approach  to 
a  laugh,  as  he  replied,  "About  the  snnie  quantity 
whicli  tnon  hnst  just  told  over  so  carefully."  He  then 
fnjded  the  Quittance,  and  put  it  undeir  his  cap,  adc^ing. 
"  Peril  of  itiy  heard,  Jew,  see  that  this  be  full  and 
ample!"  He  filled  himself,  unbidden,  a  third  goblet 
of  wine,  and  left  the  apartment  without  ceremony. 

"Rebecca,"  said  tne  Jew,  "that  Ishmaelite  hath 
gone  somewhat  beyond  m«  Nevertheless  his  mas- 
ter is  a  goo»l  vouth— ay,  and  I  am  well  pleased  that 
he  hath  stained  shekels  of  gold  and  shekels  of  silver, 
even  by  the  speed  of  his  horse  and  bv  the  strength  of 
his  lance,  which,  like  thnt  of  (Joliath  the  Philiatine, 
might  vie  with  a  weaver's  beam." 

As  he  turned  to  receive  Rebecca's  answer,  he  ob- 
served, that  dunng  his  chaffering  with  Gurth,  she 
had  left  the  apartn>ent  unperceived. 

In  the  mean  while,  Gurth  had  descended  the  stair, 
and,  having  reached  the  dark  antechamber  or  hall, 
was  puzzling  abotli  to  discover  the  entrance,  when 
a  figure  in  white,  shown  by  a  small  silver  lamp 
which  she  held  in  her  hand,  beckoned  him  into  a 
aide  apartment.  Gurth  had  «)me  reluctance  to  obey 
the  summons.  Rough  and  impetuous  as  a  wild 
boar,  where  only  earthly  force  was  to  be  appre- 
hended, he  had  all  the  characteristic  terrors  of  a 
Snxon  respecting  fauns,  forest-fiends,  white  women, 
and  the  whole  of  the  superstitions  which  his  ances- 
tors had  brought  with  inem  from  the  wilds  of  Ger- 
many. He  pemi*mbered,  moreover,  that  he  was  in 
the  house  of  a  Jew,  a  people  who,  besides  the  other 
unamiuble  qualities  which  popular  rdbort  ascribed  to 
thrm,  were  supposed  to  be  ijrofound  necromancer* 
and  cabalists.  Nevertheless,  after  a  moment's  pausv, 
he  obeved  the  beckoning  sumlione  of  the  aiiparidoii, 
and  followed  her  into  the  apartment  which  she  indi- 
cated, whe#he  found  to  his  joyful  surprise  that  his 
fair  guide  was  the  beautifiil  Jewess  whom  he  had  seen 
at  the  tournament,  and  a  short  time  in  her  father's 
apartment. 

She  asked  him  the  particulars  of  his  transaction 
with  Isaacs  which  he  detailed  accurately. 

**Myfiitheivdid  but  jest  with  thea  good  fellow,' 
said  Rebecca ;  "  he  owes  thy  master  (Ic^r  kindnesi 
than  these  ansa  ind  steel  could  pay,  were  their  valut 
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enfold  What  sum  didst  thou  pay  my  father  even 
IK»w." 

"  F.i^lity  zccc'hins,"'  said  Gurth,  surprised  at  the 
qmsiiou. 

"  111  lliid  purse.*'  paid  RohiTpa,  "  thou  wilt  find  a 
hundp-d.  Risturc  t<i  thv  master  that  which  is  his 
due,  and  oiinrli  tli^i-il'  witli  tin:  n.'iiiaiii(i«.'r.  Haste 
— he«»>ne— sr.iy  noi  to  riMuier  ihanks!  and  Iwwarc 
how  yuu  |'a>s  (iiroiuh  luis  crowdL-ii  town,  where 
thou  iiiay.>'t  cnsily  Uii".'  huih  thy  tiurdm  and  thy  hfe. 
— lUuIit'ii,"'  fill'  addvd,  i'lap|iin;r  lu-r  hands*  to^^ethiT, 
liuhl  lorili  tliiH  .^ir:tn(j..r,  and  itaii  nut  to-  draw  lock 
anrl  bar  behind  liiiii.  ' 

lieuhrn,  a  dark-lmiw'd  and  hlack-branhwi  Iwael- 
itc,  oh«ry>.'d  hi-r  siiniiiions  wirii  a  torch  in  hiH  hand; 
undid  th'.-  outward  dojr  of  liie  house,  and  conduciinij 
Gurlh  atTosH  a  p:iv!:ii  court,  1 1  hnn  out  rhnui:j;h  a 
wicket  i!i  th»- iriitrauci-iJraiH,  wiiu'h  h«f  ci.istd  'M.himi 
hitn  with  i-wh  Lii>!i*<  :ind  chaiiiM  a:»  would  well  have 
bci'oiiie  (hat  ijf  a  p^i^•)n. 

"Uy  St.  J)u::Htan.'  saiil  Gurth.  a?  h^  stumbl«,*d  up 
the  dark  avenue,  "litis*  ih  no  Ji  wosk,  but  an  an^rl 
from  hi-aNtn!  'I'm  zi  rirhins  troni  niy  brivo  youni; 
ma^<ter— iu«  nty  triiu  tins  pi.-ail  of  Zion— Uh,  linppv 
dayl— Siicli  .'jiin'h**r, 'iiirfii,  will  r«.ili'i'iii  thy  bon(l- 
OKe,  and  iiiuki;  v.u^^  a  brother  ntt  trw  of  thy  ^uild  as 
the  Ir-si.  And  then  d'>  I  lay  d>iwii  niv  s\%iri«  herd'? 
born  an>l  s;atr.  and  takt^  the  fnviiPin  f  »word  and 
buckler,  ami  iollnvv  my  vouiii;  inasti-r  to  the  dtath, 
without  hidui^  eiliicr  my  imie  or  my  name." 
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U!  Ou-'lfTT.  frrmrt.  -m  ni"!  il.mw  ih  that  you  >iiivn  about  jrou  ; 
If  nut.  v^i'ii  in;iK«-  >iiu  4  t,  an-:  nrlK  vmi. 

Hfftd    Sir.  uf  riM-  ijinlfii.i- '  l\.v^  iim  tlie  viliaina 
Tli-il  uli  III*-  irnuiliT''  (111  icar  ko  much. 

Vttl.  .M>  iri'i.ii-i. 

vr  U"'   Th-u-  iiiif  Ml.  jijr.  ivi;  nm  your  encmiM. 

3d  UW.    I'lii.i-'    VI-  1;  li**!!!  Iiim. 

id  Oui.  Ay,  iiy  no  'MSird.will  we; 
Fur  \ui'*  u  prui ir  inaii. 

Two  Genfiemrn  of  VrrtnuL 

The  n.irtiirnal  adw-nturm  of  tJarlh  were  not  yet 
conelud'-«i;  iniiiyil  tie  himst^li'  bccaiiio  partly  of  that 
mint!,  w-iiii.  after  j>at«Mni;  one  or  two  *;tra-.?;:hn;? 
liou.ses  wiii--ii  ^I•Kld  ui  tue  outskirlM  of  the  villa:;e,  he 
found  hiiiioeh  tn  a  dtt'p  lane,  runn:n;r  U^tween  two 
banks  ovtrL'ruwn  wiih  kuyA  and  h(jily,  while  ht-re 
and  there  a  «iwarf  oak  rlun;;  its  arms  alto;;e(iier 
acniss  tile  (iri'h.  The  lane  wasi  niontiviT  iniirh 
rutted  uii'l  bmki.n  up  by  the  carria'jen  which  had 
recently  ir-insponMl  articles  of  various  kimls  to  the 
tournaiiK  n( ;  and  it  was  dark,  for  the  banks  and 
bushes  interc  I'ted  the  li;;ht  of  the  h.-ir\'(-t«t  nnKin. 

Frr>iii  l:it!  \!l.a'.'0  were  heard  the  distant  sounds  of 
revelry,  mivid  oeeasionally  with  loud  bim;hter,  si>ine- 
tnnes  brokr-M  by  .^^ercaiiH,  anij  Sinnelunes  by  wild 
straina  of  distrmt  miisie.  All  tluiH)  sounds,  inti- 
inutin^  t!ie  il.£ii»n!erly  fat:iti>  of  the  town,  rrowdt-d 
with  milit.iiy  nohli  s  and  their  dissolute  attendants, 
gave  Gurtii  swiiie  uneasiness.  "The  Jewc.-'S  was 
m?ht,"  he  s;iid  to  hinir^-lf.  "  Ky  heaven  and  St. 
Dunstan,  .1  would  I  were  safe  at' my  journey's  end 
with  all  this  treasuH'!  Here  arc  »ucn  numbers,  I 
will  not  .<*ay  of  arrant  thit\i's.  but  of  errant  kniuhts 
and  errant  .<4iu:ns  errant  inowkH  and  errant  liiin- 
Ptrels,  errant  jiiujUts  and  errant  jesters,  that  a  man 
with  a  ir'.uSu'.  ui'.rk  would  Ik-  in  dam^iT.  much  more 
n  iHHir  swiMi.lii  rd  with  a  whole  ba>.'ful  of  zeciditiiH. 
Would  I  wiTi;  out  of  the  Auuh'.  of  these  infernal 
bushes,  that  I  niidit  at  least  sei?  any  of  St.  Nicho- 
las's cl'-rki  b.  fori'  liicy  "prm-j:  on  iny  shouUlers  1" 

Giirrii  ai-.'v.iidin::]>  hai-teiied  his  pace,  hi  order  to 
gain  the  oim  n  <'oiii'nc;n  to  whieli  the  lane  U1I.  but 
was  not  s^>  I'ortuiiaie  as  to  aeeonifilith  his  object. 
Just  a^  Ii"  h;id  Mtiaiiieti  the.  iioper  vwi  0  the  lane, 
where  the  uud-  rw<K>ii  w;i>  ihii-kist,  four  men  spmnc 
upon  biin,  even  as  his  tears  anticipalcil,  two  from 
i-anh  side  oi"  the  rorui,  and  st  ized  hi  in  so  fast,  that 
resislaii'-e,  if  at  lir-*t  practicable,  would  have  l»ei.n 
now  t'h«  late.—"  Surn  nder  your  enarue,"  snid  one  of 
them  ;  "  we  an-  the  deliven^rs  cjf  the  commonwealth, 
w/io  t:isf'  t  ivrv nimi  uf  his  burden." 

"  You  hixould  not  case  me  of  niine  80  bfihllYt ' 


muttered  Gurth,  whose  snrly  hor.evty  could  nm  hi 
tamed  even  by  the  pressure  of  iininerfiate  violencR^- 
"  had  1  it  bat  in  my  power  to  ^ivc  tlirue  strokes  m  A 
defence." 

'•  We  shall  see  that  presently,  "  said  the  robhcr; 
and,  spiMkini!  to  \\\s  companions,  he  addLil.  "briw 
aion'.<  the  knave.  I  stn;  he  would  have  his  hiM 
bn>ken,  as  well  as  his  ^urse  cut,  and  so  be  Itt  bluud 
m  two  veuis  at  once." 

Gurth  wax  hurried  alon?  aifrpoahly  to  this  inandati^ 

and  havm;;  been  draKU'-*!  s<>inewlni  roiijrhly  i«vit  tbt 

bank,  on  the  left-hand  .sifie  of  the  lane,  foun>l  ininself 

in  a  strai^izhui;  thi'-kit,  wbieh  lay  betwixt  it  and ihl 

open  coin:non.     He  was  rompelled   to  follow  hit 

rou:^li  conductors  into  the  vervd.pth  of  ihi^ cover 

where  they  siopi)e<l  uiiexpectpdly  in  an  irre.ifuhr  upa 

i  spai:e,  fv.-v  in  a  cn>at   measure  from  trtes,  and  M 

I  which.  ihi'n;l"or*\  the  beams  of  the  iirion  tell  uitivml 

I  niiii-h  interruption  from  bou-.;hs  aii>i  l<'aves.  H<=-reliii 

I  cai-tors  were  jt»ined  by  two  oth.-r  r"  rs  oh,  nppiirently 

bi -Ion Joins' to  the  L'au:;.    They  bad  stiori  sunrds  H 

their  sidi^.  and  iiparter-staves  in    their  h'lnds,  tM 

(Jurih  could  now  observe  that   all   s:.t  wure  vi-ar^ 

which  ren<lere<l  the:r  oceiipfluon  a  iintt*  r  of  noqtw- 

lion,   even  had    their  former  proceediniiis  Itft  it  in 

doubt. 

I  "  What  money  hast  thou,  churl  ?"  said  one  of  thi 
thieves. 

'*  Thirty  7.ec<"hins  of  my  oMm  property,''  answered 
Ginth,  d')2riri-<llv- 

"  A  forfiii-- a  forfeit,"  shouted  the robhf.TS ;  a Siioo 
hath  thirty  ze'-eriins,  and  returns  sol M-rtnun  a  \ilhv! 
.An  undiniable  and  unredeemable lorteit  of  adhebaih 
about  him." 

*'  I  hoarJe.i  it  to  purchase  my  frt^om,"  fod 
Gurth. 

*•  Thou  art  an  ass."  rppliH  on**  of  the  thie^cf ( 
"  three  qiiarts  of  double  ale  had  renderMl  thrf  a.ofPM 
:)s  ihv  masti  r,  ay,  and  freer  too,  il  he  be  a  ^axon  bkf 
thvsi;lf." 

"A  .-lad  tnith,"  rei)licd  Gurth ;  "  but  if  these miM 
thirty  zeeehins  will  buy  my  fre-^ihun  from  yuu,  uth 
lo-ise  my  hands,  and  I  will  pay  thern  to  voii.'^ 


pay  1 

Hold,"  s:iid  one  who  seeuKd  to  e.\erei!»e  i 
nuthority  over  tiie  others;  "this  b:i'z  wh:eh  tmSi 
bean  St.  as  I  can  tVil  thniuph  thy  cloak,  contaiai 
more  coin  than  thou  h:ist  told  us  of." 

'"  It  is  the  pMid  kiii^rhi  my  niMst;r's,"  nn-'wiitfld 

Gurth,    "of  which,  a.-surtilly,    1    would    n<'l  haw 

I  s|)oken  a  wonl,  had  you  have  l>ein  snlisStd  »idl 

'  workins:  your  will  u|>on  mincAi  prop!  riv." 

I     **  Thou  arf  an  hom-st  feilowr  nplu-d  th**  robber, 

**4  warrant  thi-e;  and  we  worship  nut   St.  Nirholll 

'so  di'voutly  but  what  thy  thirty  ze«-ehinif  niiy  yrt 

'escape,  if  ihou  ileal  uprinhily  with  us.     .Mrim  tioN 

'  remit  r  np  thv  tni.si  for  the  lime."  f>u  saying,  tie  took 

i  from  fiurth's   breast  thu  larj^j  leallu.fn  p.iuch.  in 

I  which  the  purse  tiiven  him  by 'Ri'bocca  wn«  fiii.lii«t 

j  as  Well  as  the  rest  of  the  /ecchins  and  then  rontilh 

ue<l  his  iiiterro;:ation— "  WJio  is  thy  master  ?'* 

"The  DHiniieriti-d  Kmylit,"  said'Cxiirlh. 

''Who.-e  pK'ii  lance,"  r- phn/i  the  robber,  *  wontlw 

ftfize  in  to-day's  tourney  7  What  is  his  nstue  and 
ineaj?!'  ?" 

"It  is  his  pleasure,  answered  Gurth,"  '*  that  iberta 
concMded;  and  from  me,  assuredly,  you  will  lean 
naimht  of  iheui." 

"  What  is  thine  own  napieand  linease  ?** 

"  To  tell  that,"  baul  Giirfli,  "  mi;:lit  reveal  BT 
masttr's." 

"  Thou  art  a  sauey  prwini,"  said  the  roliI»rr;  "l*[ 
of  that  anon.  How  romi  s  thy  inaMer  b\  thi»  fa.M* 
is  it  of  his  inh>.niance,  or  by  what  meaiii  hath  it 
accriHii  tr»  him?" 

"  Hy  bis  t^ooil  lance,  answered  Gurth.—"  Tfw* 
baL'R  contain  the  ransom  uf  lour  g'jod  hordes  and  lotf 
UoimI  Hiitts  of  nrinour." 

"  How  much  is  there  ?"  demanded  the  nibbw. 

'*  Two  hundred  zecchins.'' 

"Only  two  hundrLTi  z«cchins!"  p.iid  •hebandiy 
"  your  m;istcr  hath  di-iili  hlK-rally  by  the  \aI»q^li^bJ^ 
a;id  put  them  to  a  cheap  ransom.  ^I'ame  tL./ae  was 
paid  the  u.dd."  ><^  t 

OuiVli  didw.  jigitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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**ThA  armecnr  and  hone  of  the  Templar  BHati  de 
Boia-GHiilbert,  at  what  rannom  were  they  held  7-Thou 
aeest  thou  canst  not  deceive  me." 

**  Mv  master."  replied  Gurth.  "  will  not  take  naught 
from  the  Templar  save  his  hfe  s-biood.  They  are  on 
terms  of  mortal  defiance,  and  cannot  hold  courteous 
mtercourse  together." 

**  Indeed  I"— repeated  the  robber,  and  paused  after 
he  had  said  the  word.  "And  what  wert  thou  now 
doing  at  Ashby  with  such  a  charge  in  thy  custody?" 

"  r  went  thither  to  render  to  Isaac  the  Jew  of 
York,"  replied  Gurth,  "the  price  of  a  suit  of  ar^ 
Diour  with  which  he  fitted  my  master  for  this  tour- 
oainent." 

**And  how  much  did  thou  pay  to  Isaac?— Me- 
tfainka,  to  judge  by  weight,  there  is  still  two  hundred 
occhins  in  this  pouch. 

"  I  paid  to  Isaac,"  said  the  Saxon,  "  eighty  zee- 
ehin&  and  he  restored  me  a  hundred  in  lieu  thereof." 

'*  How!  what !"  exclaimed  all  the  robbers  at  once; 
**darest  thou  trifle  with  us,  that  thou  tellest  such  im- 
probable lies  ?" 

"  What  I  tell  you,"  said  Gurth,  "  is  as  true  as  the 
moon  is  in  heaven.  You  w.ll  find  the  just  sum  in  a 
alken  purse  withiivthe  leathern  pouch,  and  separate 
6om  the  rest  of  the  gold." 

*' Bethink  thee,  msn,"  said  the  Captain,  "thou 
tpenkest  of  a  Jew— of  an  Israelite,— as  unapt  to  re- 
More  gold,  as  the  dry  sanda  of  his  deseru  to  return  the 
cup  of  water  which  the  pilgrim  spills  upon  them." 

There  is  no  more  mercy  in  them,"  said  another  of 
thebanditti,  "than  in  an  unbribed  sheriff's  officer." 

**  It  ifu  however,  as  I  say,"  said  Gurth. 

"Strike  a  light  instantly,"  said  the  Captain;  "I 
will  examine  this  said  purse;  and  if  h  be  as  this  fel- 
low says,  the  Jew's  bounty  is  little  less  iniraculous 
than  the  stream  which  relieved  his  fathers  in  the  wil- 
derness." 

A  light  was  procured  according! v,  and  the  robber 
proceeded  to  examine  the  purse.  The  others  crowded 
around  him,  and  even  two  who  had  hold  of  Gurth 
relaxed  their  grasp  while  they  stretched  their  necks  to 
tee  the  issue  of  the  search.  Availing  himself  of  their 
Def^ii^ence,  bv  a  sudden  exertion  of  strength  and 
activity,  Gurtn  shook  himself  free  of  their  hold,  and 
might  nave  escaped,  could  he  have  resolved  to  leave 
his  master's  property  behind  him.  But  such  was  no 
part  of  his  intention.  He  wrenched  a  uuarter-staff 
from  one  of  the  fellows,  struck  down  the  Captain, 
who  was  altogether  unaware  of  his  purpose^  and  had 
well  ni^  repossessed  himself  of  the  ^  uch  and  treasure. 
The  thieves,  however,  were  too  n.  -'le  for  bim.  and 
anin  secured  both  the  ba^  -ind  the  trasty  Gurth. 

*  Knave!"  said  the  Captain,  getting  up, "  thou  hast 
broken  my  head ;  and  with  other  men  of  our  sort  thou 
wonkJst  tare  the  worse  for  thy  insolence.  But  thou 
ehalt  know  thy  fate  instantly.  First  let  us  speak  of 
thy  master;  the  knight's  matters  must  go  before  the 
aqmre's,  according  to  the  due  order  of  chivalry.  Stahd 
mn  fast  in  the  mean  time— if  thou  stir  again,  thou 
Aali  have  that  will  make  thee  quiet  for  life— Com- 
ni»V*  he  then  said,  addressing  his  gang,  '*this 
pRse  is  embroidered  with  Hebrew  characters,  and  I 
well  bdieve  the  yeoman's  tale  is  trua  The  errant 
kniltbt,  hui  master,  must  needs  pass  us  toll-free.  He 
iaioobkeourselvesforusto  make  bootvof  hin^  since 
doge  shouki  not  worry  dogs  where  wolves  and  foxes 
are  to  be  found  in  abundance." 

"  Like  us ?"  answered  onfe  of  the  gang ;  "I  should 
mc  to  hear  how  that  is  made  good.*' 

"Why  thou  fool,  answered  the  Captain,  "is  he  not 
pmr  and  disinherited  as  we  are?— Doth  he  not  win 
KM  substance  at  the  sword's  point  as  we  do?^Hath 
R«  not  beaten  Front- de-B<Eur  and  Malvoisin,  even  as 
We  would  heal  them  if  we  could  ?  Is  he  not  the  enemy 
lu  life  and  drath  of  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  whom  we 
Dave  so  much  reason  to  fear?  And  were  all  thia 
•Uietwise,  wouldst  thon  have  us  show  a  worse  con- 
•wnee  than  an  unbeKever,  a  Hebrew  Jew?" 

**  Nav,  thai  %ipre  a  shame,"  muttered  the  other  fel- 
»w ;  ''^and  yet,  when  I  served  in  the  band  of  stout  old 
Oandelyn,  we  had  no  such  scruples  of  conscience. 
Aod  this  insolent  peasant.— be  too,  I  warrant  me,  is  to 
M  dismissed  acathelest?'' 
Vat  III. 


"Not  itffum  eenat  teatha  him,''  replied  the  Cap- 
tain.— "Here, fellow,"  continued  he,  addressing  Gurto, 
"  Canat  thou  use  the  atafij  that  thou  starts  to  it  so 
readily?"    ' 

"I  think,"  said  Gtirth.  "  thou  shouldst  be  beat  able 
to  reply  to  that  question. ' 

"Nav,  by  my  troth,  thou  gavest  me  a  round 
knock,"  reolied  the  captain;  *^do  as  much  for  this 
fellow,  and  thou  shalt  pass  scot-free;  and  if  thoa 
dost  not— why,  by  my  faith,  as  thou  art  such  a  sturdy 
knave,  I  think  I  must  pay  ihy  ransom  myself.- Take 
thy  stafll  Miller,"  he  added,  and  keep  thv*head;  and 
do  you  othera  let  the  fellow  go,  and  give  iiini  a  staff- 
there  is  hght  enough  to  lay  on  load  by." 

The  two  champions  being  alike  armed  with  guar- 
ter-stayes,  stepped  forward  into  the  centre  of  the  open 
space,  in  order  to  have  the  full  bene£t  of  the  moun* 
light ;  the  thieves  in  the  mean  time  laughing,  and  cry* 
ing  to  their  comrade,  "  Miller !  beware  thy  loll-di«h.'* 
The  Miller,  on  the  other  hand,  hoiihng  his  quarter- 
staff  by  the  middle,  and  making  it  flourish  round  his 
head  alter  the  fashion  which  the  French  call /aire  U 
mmilinei^  exclaimed  boastfullv,  "  Come  on.  churl,  an 
thou  darest :  thou  shalt  feel  the  strength  of  a  miller'a 
thumb!" 

"  If  thou  be'st  a  miller,"  answered  Gurth,  undaunt* 
edly,  making  his  weapon  play  around  his  head^ith 
equal  dexterity.  "  thou  an  doubly  a  thiei^  and  I,  as  a 
true  man,  bid  thee  defiance." 

So  saying,  the  two  champions  closed  together,  and 
for  a  few  minutes  they  displayed  great  equality  in 
strength,  courage,  and  skill,  intercepting  and  return- 
ing  the  blows  of  their  adversarjf  with  the  most  ra|»d 
dexterity,  while,  from  the  continued  clatter  of  ihcir 
weapons,  a  person  at  a  distance  mi^ht  nave  supposed 
that  there  were  at  least  six  persons  en^^atfed  on  each 
■sida  Less  obstinate,  and  even  l^a^  aangerous  com- 
bats, have  been  described  in  gotod  heroic  verse ;  but 


that  of  Gurth  and  tde  Miller  must  remain  unsuiikfor 
want  of  a  sacred  poet  to  do  justice  to  its  eventfulpn 
gress.    Yet,  though  quarter-staff  plav  be  '>iit  of  date, 


what  we  can  m  prose  we  will  do  for  these  bold  cham- 
pions. 

Long  they  fought  emially,  until  the  Miller  began  to 
iose  temper  at  finding  himself  so  stoutly  opposed^  and 
at  hearing  the  laugUter  of  his  conipaniouskwho,  as 
usual  in  such  cases,  enjoyed  his  vexation.  This  was 
not  a  state  of  mind  favourable  to  the  nubie  game  of 
ouarter-stafi^  in  which,  as  in  ordinary  cudgel-playing, 
tne  utmost  coolness  is  requisite:  and  it  gave  Gurthi 
whc*^  temper  was  steady,  though  surly,  the  opportu- 
nity of  ac((uuing  a  decided  advantage,  in  avaiUng  him* 
self  of  which  he  displayed  great  mastery. 

The  Miller  pressed  furiously  forward  dealing  blows 
with  either  end  of  his  weapon  alternately,  and  striving 
to  come  to  half-staff  distance,  while  Gurth  defendei 
himself  against  the  attack,  keeping  his  hands  about 
a  yard  asunder,  and  covering  hint&elf  by  shifting  his 
weapon  with  great  celerity,  so  as  to  protect  his  head 
and  Dody.  Thus  did  he  maintain  the  defensive,  mak- 
ing his  eye^  foot,  and  hand  keep,  true  time,  until, 
observing  his  antagonist  to  lose  wind,  hn  darted  the 
staff  at  his  face  with  his  left  hand ;  and.  as  the  Miller' 
endeavoured  to  parry  the  thrust,  he  slid  his  right  hand 
down  to  his  left,  and  with  the  lull  swing  of  the  wea- 
pon struck  his  opponent  on  the  left  side  of  the  bead, 
who  instantly  measured  his  length  upon  the  greeq 
sward. 

"  Well  and  yeomaidy  done !"  shouted  the  robbers; 

fair  play  and  Old  England  for  ever !  The  Saxon 
hath  saved  both  his  purse  and  his  hide,  and  the  Miller 
has  met  his  matph." 

"  Thou  mayst  go  thy  ways,  my  frieiHi''  said  tha 
Captain,  addressing  Gurth,  in  special  confirmation  of 
the  general  voice,  ^and  I  will  cause  two  of  my  ooro- 
radea  to  guide  thee  by  the  best  way  to  thy  master's 
pavilion,  and  to  guard  thee  from  night-walkera  that 
might  have  less  tender  consciences  than  ours ;  for 
th«e  is  many  one  of  them  upon  the  amble  in  such  a 
night  as  this.  Take  heed,  however,"  he  added  sternly  • 
"  remember  thou  hast  refused  to  tell  thy  name-aak 
not  alter  ours,  nor  endeavour  to  discover  who  or  whs! 
we  are ;  for,  if  thou  raakest  such  an  attempt,  thoo  wilt 
oome  by  worse  fortune  thai)i,hi» j^etJelMkiulM)*'* 
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Ourth  tliaflked  tlie  Capttta  for  hra  eotirtMr,  and 
promised  to  attend  to  his  recommendation.  Two  of 
the  outlaws,  taking  up  their  quafter^stavea,  and  de- 
siring Gurtn  to  follow  close  in  their  rear,  walked- 
rounuty  forward  along  a  by-patk  which  traversed  the 
thicket  and  the  broken  j<round  adjacent  to  it."  On  the 
Tery  verge  of  the  thicket  two  men  spoke  to  his  cpn- 
liuctors,  and  receiving  an  answer  in  a  whisper,  with- 
drew into  the  wood,  and  suHered  them  to  pass  unmo; 
lestul.  This  circumstance  induced  Grarih  to  believe 
boUi  that  the  gang  were  strong  in  niitnbera,  and 
that  they  kept  regular  guards  around  their  place  of 
rendezvous. 

When  thev  arrived  on  the  open  heath,  where  Ghirth^ 
might  have  had  some  trouble  in  finding  his  road,  the 
thieves  guided  him  straight  forward  to  the  top  of  a 
little  ernmence,' whence  he  could  see,  spread  beneath 
him  in  the  moonlight,  the  palisades  of  the  lists,  the 
glimmering  pavilions  pitched  at  either  end.  with  the 
Bennons  which  adorned  them  fluttering  i^  the  moon- 
beam, and  from  which  could  be  heard  the  hum  of  the 
•ong  with  which  the  sentinels  were  beguihng  their 
night-watch. 

Here  the  thieves  stopt. 

"  We  go  with  you  no  farther,"  said  they;  "it  were 
Bot  safe  that  we  should  do  so.— Remember  the  warn- 
ing you  have  receivod-^eep  secret  what  has  this 
night  befallen  you,  and  you  will  have  no  room  to 
repent  it— neglect  whnt  is  now  told  you,  and  the 
Tower  of  London  shall  not  protect  you  against  our 
iBvenge.'* 

"  Good  night  to  you,  kind  sirs,"  said  Gurth  j  "  I 
•hall  remember  your  orders,  and  trust  that  there  is 
fio  offence  in  wishing  you  a  safer  and  en  honoster 
trade." 

Thus  they  parted,  the  outlaws  returning  in  the 
direction  from  whence  they  had  come,  and  Gurth 
proceeding  to  the  tent  of  his  master,  to  whom,  not* 
withstanding  the  injunction  be  had  re^eived^  he  com- 
municated the  whole  adventures  of  the  evening. 

The  Disinherited  Knight  was  filled  with  astontah- 
ment,  no  less  at  the  generositv  of  Rebecca,  by  which, 
however,  he  resolved  he  would  not  profit,  than  that 
of  the  robbers,  to  whose  profession  such  a  quality 
■eeiQed  totally  CoreiiBrn.  His  course  of  reflections 
vpon  these  singular  circumstances  was,  however,  in- 
terrupted by  the  necessity  for  taking  repose^  which 
the  fatijgue  of  the  preceding  day,  and  the  propriety  of 
refreshing  himself  for  tlie  morrow's  encounter,  ren- 
dered alike  indispensable. 

The  knight,  therefore,  stretched  himself  for  mose 
upon  a  rich  couch  with  which  the  tent  was  provided ; 
and  the  faithful  Gurth,  extending  his  hardy  limbs 
Qpon  a  bear-skin  which  formed  a  sort  of  carpet  to  the 
pavilion,  laid  himself  across  the  opening  of  the  tent, 
so  that  no  one  could  enter  without  awakening  him. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

The  hemlds  Ion  their  pnckinr  up  anrl  down, 

Now  ringen  trampcti  loud  and  clarion. 

There  is  no  more  to  nr,  but  east  aad  wett. 

In  go  the  8poar»«  sadly  m  the  reit. 

In  iroth  the  «harp  spur  into  the  nide, 
t  There  see  men  who  ean  ju»t  and  Who  fan  ride ; 

There  shiver  aliafts  u|ion  shietdes  thick, 

Ha  (beloth  through  the  heart-spone  the  prick ; 

Up  sprioffen  speares,  twenty  feet  in  height, 

Out  fo  the  swordx  to  iho  ailver  brifht ; 

The  helm*  ihey  to- hewn  and  to-«hred ; 

Out  bunu  the  blood  with  itani  •Craamea  red. 

CHAUcsa 
MoBNiTra  arode  in  uncloudea  splendour,  and  ere'the 
•nn  was  much  above  the  horizon,  .the  idlest  or  the 
most  eager  of  the  spectators  appeared  on  the  com- 
mon, moving  to  the  lists  as  to  a  general  centre,  in 
onler  to  secure  a  favourable  situation  for  viewing  the 
continuation  of  the  expected  games. 

The  marshals  and  their  attendants  appeared  next 
on  the  field,  together  with  the  heralds,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  names  of  the  knights  who  intended 
to  just,  with  the  side  which  each  cbo!K!  to  espotise. 
This  was  a  necessary  precaution,  in  order  to  secure 
•qaaltry  betwixt  the  two  bodies  who  should  be  opposed 
to  each  other. 
Aeoording  to  dm  formality,  the  Disinherited  Knight 


WEI  to  be  wHifid^red  tti  ka4«rdf  Che  one  bocif .  whilt 
Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  who  hod  been  rated  as  navrne 
done  second-best  in  the  proceeding  day,  was  named 
first  champion  of  the  other  band.  Those  who  hnd 
concurred  in  the  ahallenge  adhered  to  his  party  of 
course,  excepting  only  Ralph  de  Vipont,  whom  his 
fall  had  rendered  imHt  so  soon  to  put  on  his  armoui; 
There  was  no  want  of  distinguished  and  no^  candi- 
dates tb  fill  up  the  ranks  on  either  side. 

In  fact,  although  the  general  tournament,  in  which 
all  knights  fought  at  once,  was  mare  dangerous  thnn 
single  enoounters,  they  wer&  nev^^riheless,  m«»re  fre- 
ouented  and  practised  by  the  chivalry  of  the  ago. 
Many  knights,  who  had  not  sufficirnt  confidence  in 
their  own  skill  to  defy  a  single  advenwrv  oMuirb 
reputation,  wen%  ncvertht'less,  uesirotis  of  dis^jlaying 
tlieir  valour  in  the  gemrul  combat,  where  tlicy  mi^ 
meet  others  with  whom  they  were  mor*»  upon  to 
equality.  On  the  present  occasion,  about  fifty  knigfaia 
were  inscribed  as  desirous  of  combating  upon  each 
side,  when  the  marshals  declared  that  no  more  couM 
be  admitted,  tp  the  disappointment  of  several  who 
wpre  too  late  m  preferring  their  claim  to  be  included. 

About  the  hour  of  ten  o  clock,  the  whole  plain  was 
crowded  with  horsemen,  horsewomen,  and  foot 
pa9»en£;ers,  hastening  to  the  tournament ;  and  shortly 
after,  a  grand  fiourisn  of  trumpets  announced  Prince 
John  and  his  retinue,  attended  by  many  of  dioas 
km^hts  who  meant  to  take  share  in^he  ganit^  as  wsia 
as  others  who  had  no  such  intention. 

About  the  same  time  arrived  Cedric  the  Saxon, 
with  the  Lady  Rowena,  imaiiended,  however,  t| 
Aihelstane.  This  Saxon  lord  had  arrayed  his  trti 
and  strong  person  in  armour,  in  order  to  ti^e  his 
place  among  the  combatants ;  and,  considerably  u 
the  surprise  o(  Oedric,  had  chosen  to  enlist  himsdf 
on  the  part  of  the  Knight  Templar.  The  8axon,  in- 
deed, had  remonstrated  strongly  with  his  friend  upoo 
the  injudicious  choice  he  had  made  of  his  party;  but 
he  had  only  received  that  sort  of  answer  usiallf 
given  by  those  who  are  more  obstinate  in  following 
their  own  course,  thau  strong  in  justifying  it. 

His  best,  if  not  his  only  reason,  for  adhering  to  tht 
partv  of  Brian  de  Bois-Quilbert,  Athelstane  had  ths 
pruaence  to  kee-p  to  himself.  Though  his  apathy  o( 
disposition  prevented  his  taking  any  means  to  recom* 
mend  himself  to  the  Lady  Rowena,  he  was,  neverthiv 
less,  bv  no  means  insensible  to  her  charms,  and  con- 
sidered  his  union  with  her  as  a  matter  aln>ady  fixed 
beyond  doubt,  bv  the  assent  of  Cedric  and  her  otfa«r 
friends.  It  haa  therefore  been  with  smoUiered  dis* 
pleasure  that  the  proud  though  indolent  Lord  of 
Coningsburgh  beheld  the  victor  of  the  preceding  d^ 
select  Koweno  as  the  object  of  that  honour  which  il 
became  his  privilege  to  confer.  In  order  to  punish 
him  for  a  preference  which  seemed  to  interfere  wA 
his  own  suit,  Athelstane,  confident  of  his  Btreogth, 
and  to  whom  his  flatterers,  at  leasts  ascribed  gretl 
skill  in  arms,  had  determined  not  only  to  deprive  tbs 
Disinherited, Knight  of  his  powerful  succour,  buiU 
an  opportunity  shoukl  occur,  to  make  him  fed  tni 
weijjht  of  his  battle-axe. 

De  Bracy,  and^ther  knights  attached  to  Prince 
John,  in  obedience  to  a  hint  from  him,  had  joined 
the  party  of  the  challen^rs,  John  b«ng  desirous  to 
secure,  it  possible,  the  victory  io>  that  side.  On  tke 
other  hand,  many  other  knights,  both  Enghsh  and 
Norman,  natives  and  strangers,  took  part  against  tfat 
challeneers,  the  more  readily  that  the  opposite  band 
was  to  De  led  by  so  distinguished  a  champion  as  thi 
Disinherited  Knight  had  approved  himself. 

As  soon  as  Prince  John  observed  that  the  destined 
Q,ueen  of  the  day  had  arrived  upon  the  field,  assuming 
that  air  of  courtesy  which  sat  well  upon  him  wh«Q 
he  was  pleased  to  exhibit  it,  he  ntde  forward  to  meet 
her,  doffed  his  bonnet,  and,  alighting  frftm  his  horsQ 
assisted  the  Lady  Rowena  from  her  saddle,  while 
his  followers  uncovered  at  the  same  time,  and  ooa 
of  the  most  d'lstinguislied,  dismounted  to  hold  her 
palfrey;.  « 

"h  is  thus,"  8«ud  Prince  John,  "that  we  set  ih* 
dutifiil  example  of  loyalty  to  the  Queen  of  Love  and 
Beauty,  and  are  ourseWes  her  guide  to  the  throas 
which  she  mu|^  j|;a§.4i^V,9ecS«,^Mldies,"  he  said 
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'^attend  voar  Queen,  tm  jen  wish  m  fov  torn  to  be 
diitinguiahed  by  like  honours." 

So  saying,  tne  Prince  marshalled  Rowena  to  the 
Met  of  honour  opposite  his  own,  while  the  fairest  and 
most  disdnsiiisbed  ladies  present  crowded  after  her 
to  obtain  places  as  near  as  possible  to  their  temporary 
lovereign. 

No  sooner  was  Rowena  seated  than  a  burst  of 
music,  half-drowned  by  the  shouts  of  the  multitude, 
erected  her  new  dignity.  Mean  time,  the  sun  shone 
Beroe  and  brizht  upon  the  polished  arms  of  the 
knights  of  either  side,  who  crowded  the  opposite 
extremities  of  the  lists,  and  held  ea^r  cotuerence 
together  concerning  the  best  mode  of  arranging  their 
bne  of  battle,  and  supporting  the  conilict. 

The  heralds  then  proclaimed  silence  until  the  laws 
if  the  tourney  should  be  rehearsed.  These  were 
ctlculated  in  some  degree  to  abate  the  dangers  of 
the  day ;  a  precaudon  the  more  necessary,  as  the 
conflict  was  to  be  maintained  with  sharp  swords  and 
pointed  lances. 

The  champions  were  therefore  prohibited  to^  thrust 
with  the  sword,  and  wore  confined  to  striking.  A 
knight,  it  was  announced,  mi«lu  use  a  mace  or  bat- 
llfr4xe  at  pleasure,  bi|l  the  dagger  was  a  prohibited 
weapon.  A  knight  imhorsed  might  renew  the  fighi 
00  foot  with  any  other  on  the  opposite  side  in  the 
•wne  predicament ;  but  motmted  horsemen  were  in 
that  ease  forbidden  to  assail  him.  When  any  knight 
ODold  force  his  antagonist  to  the  extremity  of  the 
Kms,  so  as  to  touch  tne  palisade  with  his  person  or 
arms,  such  opponent  was  obliged  to  yield  himself  van- 

r'  bed,  and  ais  armour  and  horse  were  placed  at 
disposal  of  the  conqueror.  A  knight  thus  over- 
amie  was  not  permitted  to  take  farther  share  in  the 
ofKnbat  If  any  combatant  wa»  struck  down,  and 
iinable  to  recover  his  feet,  his  squire  or  page  might 
mter  the  lists,  and  drag  his  master  out  or  the  press ; 
ont  in  that  case  the  knight  was  adjudged  vanqoishid, 
•tid  bis  arms  and  horse  declared  forfeited.  The  com> 
bat  was  to  cease  as  soon  as  Prince  John  should  throw 
down  his  leading  stafT,  or  truncheon ;  another  pre- 
^tion  usually  taken  to  prevent  the  unnecessary 
flmiaion  of  blood  by  the  loo  long  endurance  of  a  sport 
10  desperate.  Any  knight  breaking  the  rules  of  the 
touroament,  or  otherwise  transgressing  the  rules  o( 
honourable  chivalry,  was  liable  to  be  stript  of  his 
inns,  and,  having  his  shield  reversed,  to  be  placed 
in  that  posture  astride  upon  the  bars  of  the  palisade, 
and  exposed  to  public  derision,  in  punishment  of  his 
onkiiigndy  conduct.  Having  announced  these  pre- 
eiuiiont,  the  heralds  concluded  with  an  exhortation 
to  each  good  knight  to  do  his  dutv,  and  to  merit 
fcvour  from  the  Q.ueen  of  Beauty  and  Love 

This  proclamation  having  been  made,  the  heralds 
withdrew  to  their  stations.    Tiie  knights,  entering  at 

Sther  end  of  the  hsts  in  long  procession,  arranged 
lemselves  in  a  double  file,  precisely  opposite  to  each 
ojhei,  the  leader  of  each  party  being  in  the  centre  of 
uie  foremost  rank,  a  post  which  he  did  not  occupy 
until  each  had  carefully  arranged  the  ranks  of  his 
psrty,  and  stationed  every  one  in  his  place. 

"It  was  a  goodly,  and  at  the  same  time  an  anxious 
Wt,  to  behold  so  many  gallant  champions,  mounted 
bravely,  and  armed  richly,  stand  ready  prepared  for  an 
fncounter  bo  formidable,  sealed  on  their  war-saddles 
like  so  many  pillars  of  iron,  and  awaiting  the  signal 
of  encounter  with  the  same  ardour  as  their  generous 
Weeds,  which,  by  neighing  and  pawing  the  grotmd, 
^ve  signal  of  their  impatience. 

As  yet  the  knights  held  their  long  lances  upright, 
weir  bright  points  glancing  to  the  sun.  and  the 
Wrewners  with  which  tliev  •were  decorated  fluttering 
Jjer  die  plumage  of  the  helmets.  Thus  they  remained 
^de  the  marshals  of  the  field  surveyed  their  ranks 
With  the  utmost  exactness,  lest  either  party  had  more 
•r  fewer  than  the  appointed  number.  The  talc  was 
wund  exactly  complete.  The  marshals  then  with- 
drew from  the  lists,  and  William  de  Wyvil,  with  a 
*oice  of  thunder,  pronounced  the  signal  words'— 
5^^«  alter!  The  trumpets  sounded  as  he  spoke— 
Ibe  spears  of  the  champions  were  at  once  lowered  and 
Plawl  m  the  reetit— the  spurs  were  dashed  into  the 
WW  of  the  horsefly  and  the  two  foremoet  ranks  of 


ettfaer  pinty  foshed  upon  each  other  in  foil  gallop,  and 
met  in  the  middle  of  the  lists  with  a  shock,  the  sound 
o{  which  was  heard  at  a  mile's  distance.  The  rear 
rank  of  each  party  advanced  at  a  slower  pace  to  sus- 
tain the  defeated,  and  follow  up  die  success  of  the 
victors  of  their  party. 

The  consequences  of  the  encounter  were  not  instant* 
ly  seen,  for  the  dust  raised  by  the  trampling  of  so 
many  steeds  darkened  the  air,  and  it  was  a  minute  ere  % 
the  anxious  spectators  could  see  the  fate  of  the  encoun-  . 
ter.  When  the  fight  becan^  visible,  half  the  knights 
on  each  side  were  dismounted,  some  by  the  dexterity 
of  their  adversary's  lance, —some  by  the  superior 
weight  and  strength  9f  opponents,  which  had  bomd 
down  both  horse  and  man, — some  lay  stretched  on 
earth  as  if  never  more  to  ri8e,^some  had  already 
^ncd  their  t'e<;i,  and  were  closing  hand  to  hand  with 
those  of  their  antagonists  who  were  in  the' same  pre-  , 
dicament, — and  several  on  both  sides,  who  had 
received  wouruls  by  which  they  were  disabled,  were 
stopping  their  blood  by  iheir  scarfs,  and  end«^vouring 
to  e.Ktricnte  themselvos  from  the  tumult.  The  mounted 
knights,  whose  lances  had  been  almost  all  broken  bjr 
the  fury  of  the  encounter,  were  now  closely  engaged 
with  their  swords,  shouting  their  war-criesi,  and 
exchanging  bufl'ets,  as  if  honour  and  life  depended  on 
the  issue  ot  the  combat 

Tlie  tumult  was  presently  increased  by  the  advance 
of  the  second  rank  on  either  side,  which,  acting  as  a 
reserve,  now  rushed  on  to  aid  their  oompanions.  The 
fol.owersof  Bnan  de  Bois-Guilbert  shouted— "/fa/ 
Beau-scant !  Bcau-stant  i* — For  the  Temple — For 
the  Temple  i"  The  opposite  party  shouted  in  answer— 
"  Dewtiehado!  De^trhchado!  —v/hkh  watchword  they 
took  from  the  motto  up0n  their  leader's  shield. 

The  champions  thus  encountering  each  other  with 
the  utmost  fury,  and  with  alternate  success,  the  tide 
of  battle  seemed  to  flow  now- toward  the  southern, 
now  toward  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lists,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  party  prevailed.  Mean  time  the 
dang  of  the  blows,  and  tne  shouts  of  the  combatant«| 
mixed  fearfully  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpets,  and 
drowned  the  groans  of  those  who  fell,  and  lay  rolling 
defenceless  beneath  the  feet  of  the  horses.  The 
splendid  armour  of  the  combatants  was  now  defaced 
with  dust  and  blood,  and  gave  way  at  every  stroke  of 
the  sword  and  battle-axe.  The  gay  plumage,  shorn 
from  the  crests,  drifted  upon  the  breeze  like  snow- 
flakes.  All  that  was  beautiful  and  gracefid  in  the 
niartial  array  had  disappeared,  and  what  w^as  now 
visible  was  only  calculated  to  awake  terror  or  com 
passion.  • 

Yet  such  is  the  f^rce  of  habit,  that  not  only  the  vub- 
gar  sp^tators,  who  are  naturally  attracted  by  sights 
of  horror,  but  even  the  ladies  of  distinction,  .who 
crowded  the  galleries,  saw  the  conflict  with  a  thrilling 
interest  certainly,  but  without  a  wish  to  withdraw 
their  eyes  from  a  sight  so  terrible.  Here  and  there, 
indeed,  a  fair  cheek  might  turn  pale,  or  a  faint  scream 
might  be  heard,  as  a  lover,  a  brother,  or  a  husband, 
was  struck  from  his  horse.  But,  in  general,  the  ladies 
around  encouraged  the  combatants,  not  only  by  dap- 

^: 1.    ._!_._  .^  .^j :_...•_„  r. j  1, ^iefflL* 


Cing  their  harids  and  waving  their  veils  and  kerchieWL 
ui  even  by  exclaiming,  "  Brave  lonce !  Good  sword  V* 
'^arcessful  thrust  or  blow  took  place  under 

SlWtil 

mlTth 


when  any^ 
their  ol>seWBon. 

Such  beiipthe  interest  taken  by  the  fair  sex  in  this 
bloody  gBml;  that  of  the  men  is  the  more  easily  under- 
stood. It  showed  itself  m  loud  acclamations  upott 
every  change  of  fortune,  while  all  eyes  were  sb  riveted 
on  the  lists,  that  the  spectators  seemed  as  if  tlrdv 
themselves  had  dealt  and  received  the  blows  whica 
were  there  so  freely  bestowed.  And  between  every 
pause  was  heard  the  voice  of  the  heralds,  exclaiming 
" Fight  on,  brave  kights !  Man  dies,  but  glorv  lives!— 
Fight  on— death  is  better  than  defeat!— Fisiht  on, 
brave  kniglits !— for  briglit  e^'es  behold  your  deeds  l" 

Amid  the  varied  fortunes  of  the  combat,  the  eVes  o! 
all  endeavoured  to  discover  the  leaders  of  each  hand. 
who,  mingling  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  encouraged 

•  Be^-MMnt  vfu  ih9  aanM  of  the  Tempiaiy  btmwt,  whMli 
was  balf  hl»rk,  half  white,  to  itiiimHte,  it  in  ii«,td,  Ui'il  ih'if 
were  candid  and  fair  towurds  ChrisUaiu  bvt  ^■ftdc  fcod  terribw 
towmrdi  iafideUr 
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their  comi»anioiu»  botn  hy  voire  and  exQmplo.  Both  r  There  wnf»  nmons  the  ranks  of  the 
diHp  nviit  jrf:it  f<.-:it.H  iif  ^Hliaiiny,  nor  did  either  Hm.**-  |  Kiii^hf,  n  clwiminDn  in  liliick  fmiioiir.  n 
Gu:lhi.'r:  <tr  tin:  Disiiiiiu'nturl  KnUht  tin'i  in  the  ranks  i  liiHi-k  h.trso,  lar^f  ttl's:7.i\  tail,  an  !  to  all 
o;>|M!»o>l  f'*  tliem  a  chn:npion  who  could  Ih;  it-rinp-l  j  |n»\v».Tfiil  an'l  strong,  like  thr  ri-li.r  l)y  w 
thfir  naijiir'niioncd  match.  Th«y  n-pealcilly  i'n.l'!;i-  j  in«iuiiri;<l,  TliiH  kniiiht.  who  U»n™  on  I 
vouri'd  lo  .-iiiizl''  out  vich  other,  spiirritl  hy  tnurnal  <li!vi<;t'  •)f  any  kind,  had  hith»rto  evinoi 
aniniofi.ty,  and  aware  ihal  the  lall  of  either  h-ad-.r  ini.'nsl  in  ill*'  i:vvin  nf  tlie  fi-'ut,  h«aT 
ini;;ht  b*  r.iii-tid'.-n.'d  as  drcisivu  of  victory.  Siirh.  si-.-niin'.!  nimi  th-si.'  conihaiarit'*  who  al 
howi»v  T,  w  I? 'li.Mvowd  ari«l  confusion,  thai  dunn:;  hut  nnthcr  pur.miinq:  h.s*  a«lv.in*;i:rp!«. 
the  eaHi-  r  |»iri  »)•"  ih-  <*onrtift,  incir  I'lll^rts  to  ni'-rt  .  a-«uihn4  anv  unt;.  In  p!»ori.  h  •  hid  hi 
wcrt'  un:ivd:i.ui  und  th»'y  wrre  ri'p::'atrdlv  si^iarilnl  ih*-  part  raihtr  o\  a  .«pe<"faTor  ih;i'!  of  a 
by  tho  t-ajorn '.••'?<  of  tiu'ir  foilowors,  each  of  whom  ;  toiiniani*  ni.  a  cirruin.-'tant^K  wiurii  [.r 
was  anxi HI'S  f  >  win  ho^!lll^.  hy  nivaj*urinj;hisgtrcn.'ih  '  run  mi.'  riu*  Mir-ftiti^rs  Uii?  naiiii:  ol  L'  -Vu. 
ajjainsi  t!i.;  h'n.|iT  of  ili  •  opjMJdilc  party.  j  ur  tlic  lllnrk  Nhiir-^ard. 

But  wii -n -li-.' n.id  l"*i'anu' thin  hy  tlie  nnniHiTs  on  ,  Af  omv  this  kn  irlit  p'.'fins'd  lo  thrr 
cither  sin.'  who  iiid  vi»-i.l'f.J  thcmiwlvt-B  vanunishod,  apalhv,  wh^n  hi- diicmi-nxl  ih^  It-id  rof 
had  hi.i-n  I'.mijh  Ih^i  to  ihi/ rxironiiiy  of  llio  liflH,  or  li:ir  I  h-stid ;  for,  .s.'iiina  ppurs  i-i  lii>.  t 
been  oilic  \-\s:^r  rmdir- 1  inrapahh^  of  coininuin:;  fli"  was  (jmte  fr»r?>h,  he  canit.  lo  h>  a'<>i.?:jm'< 
airiff,  the  'IVinpiar  and  ttu:  l)ii»inhi  riti'd  Kniir'n  nt  iiJ.  il.uli.  c^x  iiu.imi;^  in  a  voirr-,  U\v  n  i 
length  nir'ounti'n.'d  iiaini  to  haml.  with  all  tho  fsiry  '  "  P>\i./i»''ioflo,  ro  tlu'  n-irut.*!"  liwush: 
that  ini»."ial  arii:no-!!y.  joined  to  rivalry  of  hoiiotir,  whiN- thi' l)!f»iciluriN'i|  Krr::.'ht  w.i>  jri-s"*: 
coidd  in.-p  p'.  .Ssicii  w'lH  the  a  Idri'iw  of  inch  in  par-  T-'mi!  I  ir.  Fioiit-d.'-I'uMiI  h:hl  ;:  •!  iii_:h 
rym<^  a;id  *»lrikin4,  that  th*;  sj»e«:tatora  hroki;  forth  ■  hi.s  iiphft-.d  «5Word  ;  hut  « p-  ih»;  li!i»w  co» 
into  a  uftaMiiniiUM  ami  involuntary  shout,  e.xpretfsiivi; ',  tin-  S.ihl*'  Kni.:.'ht  d-.-alt  a  stroki-  i»ii  !ii.«  ! 
of  their  dt'1i^!lI  ail  I  a  hninition.  'jlarK-in-z  from  tin;  r>oh:ihi.-rl  In  lin>-t  li:;ht 

Hut  at  l'i!>i  in-HiHTit  rh»»  party  of  the  Di^inhiTitiil  1- nr**  :*i:anrt  ly  al>ali:d  on  tli-  riri/mn  i. 
Knight  iiad  tht-wor^st;  thr  i^i^aniiiT  arm  of  l''ro'it-d.>  and  rront-d«.-B'iMjf  ro!i<*<l  on  rhi-  ijr.iiind 
D.iiiif  on  lh<>  flink.  an!  the  poniieroiis  fttn-ni^lh  of  nii-.i  man  i-<pially  !>!iiniiid  hy  ih  ■  f-iry  n 
Athfdstani'on  tii-  otii  r,  luarinadown  anfi  disp.'rsiir^'  /*'  .\o  r  F>i''uf.tii\t  tln-n  ti:r:i  d  hi.-  iiorac 
thu.se  iniiiii'diatrly  «'X|ios'.»l  lo  in«'m.  Findiim  ihrm-  stan-  of  <'onin^shiir:;h  ;  and  ii..-  o-.vn  «v 
selves  frevd  fro.n  thi  :r  iinnu'diato  ania$;onisis  it  ken  liroki  ii  iii  tiu-  •  ni-ounic  with  Viu 
aeems  to  have  0(?i!iirr  d  to  both  the^e  kniahts  at  the  h»:  wnmrhid  AOin  ihi-  hand  of  i!ie  !»u"k 
same  in«tiint,  that  they  would  render  the  mo"it  (Ihm-  Inttle-au*  whirli  iie  wi.  Nhf I.  a-id,  li'ie  r 
eiv'!  advantage  to  tiM'ir  party,  bv  aidini;  llie  T»;niplar  with  the  11^*0  of  the  wi-apon.  I.i  •'i.jwfd 
in  hi.**  (M>nie.-i|  with  his  nvau.  'Fumini!  their  horsis.  hiow  ujun  the  rrrs!.  I'rii  .Ain- lsrnii»-  aS 
therefore,  at  the  same  tnoni'*nl,  the  .Norman  Hpiirml  h's.s  on  the  fii-ld.  Havpii;  aehrNMJ  ihi?. 
aTain^t  the  Oi*«inheriif;d  Knii,'ht  on  the  on**  sidf,  and  for  whit-h  lie  was  ihi.*  inon:  1iil:Ii!>  a;.'pla 
theSa.xonon  fheoihi-r.  It  wa.s  utterly  imposHihle  that  :  was  to'ally  niuxp'Vtrd  fp>m  Inin.  tin  kn 
thrnhjert  of  ihiHunHfjiial  andiifiex;H>oii'dass;iiili  iNiutd  to  ri.'Siini»T  the  .sluL:;-'i«linisr*  oi  lii-»  <  iiara 
have  8u«taiiii;«l  it,  had  h'' not  been  warned  hy  a  p'ne-  ini:  «'alinly  t«»  the  northern  •xir  'p.iiy  • 
ral  cry  from  the  sp  cJalors,  who  could  ncn  but  take  Uiavini:  hi»  luarkr  to  imp*' aslK-hf-i  louK 
interest  in  one  i^xposed  to  piieh  di.^advantas'*.  i  de  Bois-ttiiihu-rl.    T!u.">  was  no  l.^Miif-r  1 

"  IJewaroI  Bewart»I  SirUi.sinheriti'dl"' wa.Mahouted  '  ninrh  diUiculiy  as  fornii  rly.  Tii"  'IVni 
fo  univi:r>  illy,  that  iho  kniirlil  became  awarMif  hss  l»ail  bU^i  inu'-h,  an"!  irave  way  lui  !■  r  liu*. 
danger;  a ncl  .sinking  a  full  blow  at  the  Toniplar.  he  Disinhi-ritcd  Kni^hr's  char.!",  i^nnn  di 
reincii  ba>-k  his  i^tciNl  in  the  same  moment,  so  as  to  Ix-rt  rolltMj  on  the  tiild.  i.iii-uinbt'rrd  with 
f-^/'ape  the  eharjTf*  of  Athelsiam- and  Fn)nt-<li>Bo'uf.  ■  fr.nn  which  he  wa**  unable  to  *lraw  hr 
TlieHc  kmi^hi.'*,  therefore,  their  aim  iH'in:^  thus  ell ideil,  an!a«'oni.»*t  ppnin:,'  from  horsrba.  k,  wav 
riL'^ht^l  from  opposite  !*ide.s  betwi.\t  thr*  ohjf.rl  of  liitir  swonl  ov -r  the  head  of  his  aiivtr'-iirv 
attack  »nd  th'.' Templar,  nlmosi  running  thi'jr  horst.-s  j  iiiaiidtd  him  to  mcM  himsi'lf;  wlit-n  P 
n;;ain^l  tai-ii  other  er.^  they  could  slop  their  e;in*er.  I  more  nuivfi  by  iiie  T-nu'lar'n  li.'iim.ro 
Recover:n.^  thrir  liorsrs,  however,  arifl  whfi.iinji  tli»;m  '.  than  he  liad  been  by  that  o\  liirt  r-v.tl.  sa 
round,  the  whole  three  pursmed  their  united  piui.»oM' of :  moriiliciatiim  of  eotjfissin-z  hims.li  vat 
b^arin'.;  to  the  earth  the  Disinhenteri  Kniuht.  •  ea<iin;;  down  iiis  v^arder,  and  puriiii;^  a 

Nothini;  could  havi;  ?aved  iiim,  exeent  the  n'mark-  1  contli'-t. 
able  Btreii-jthanil  artivityof  his  noble  iioriic  which  lu.  i      It  was,  indeed,  onlv  the  relics  an  1  en 
had  won  on  the  pn.ctilin^  day.  |  tiirh;  whi<'h  eontimud  t^^  burn  ;  for  of  riu- 

This  st.ioij  him  in  the  inor.-  stead,  ns  the  horse  of  i  who  still  e«)n!iiiii«.'d  in  the  li-*t'«,  tie.  :£ria! 
Hois-GuilbtTl  was  wonnded,  and  those  of  I-'rorii-rii  .  by  taint  eon««  nt,  tirimrne  i-ie  ennrti  t  ti)i 
lI(Biif  and  .Alhelstane  were  both  lir(.il  with  ih'.>  j  li-avMiiz  it  tn  beil't-.TniiiKsi  bv  theslr.f-'of 
weir^ht  of  their  ifi^anric  masters,  clad  in  compb  te  j  The  .•a«jiiir«s,  who  hail  fouiifi  it  a  iiiatt> 
armour,  atid  with  the  prec'jilm^  exertion.s  of  tite  and  d.lVi('uli>  to  a'tend  th'ir  mnx;- r>  dii 
day.  The  masterly  hors-.mimsiiip  of  the  D.-inheritMl  |  L'a_'e:n«  nt,  now  ihroniiid  into  tfie  hs's 
Kniffhi,  and  the  aetivity  of  the  ntddi:  animd  which  he  duiit'ut  atrendance  to  rhi*  wminili'd,  who  m 
mounted,  enablerl  him  for  a  few  tiiinuttsa  to  keep  nt  '  with  ilie  iitnio-i  i-are  and  ntti  ntioii  10  ih^ 
aword'M  point  iiis  three  antagonists,  iumini;  and  '  iiii{  paMJi')!!".  or  to  tlie  quarters  pn  part  d 
*heohn;»  with  the  a^ihlyof  a  Iiawk  iipBh  llie  win:».  «  tliealioinini' vil!a-r. 
Kerniii!;  his  eneinies  as  lar  separate  as  he  could,  and  I  Thus  en  l<-d  ili>-  memorable  Held  of  . 
rnsninij:  now  ai:-iinsi  the  one,  now  a;:ainsi  th«?  oilu  r,  |  Zonehe-,  ^nw  of  tlie  nuist  iralian:!)  conie 
dealinL'  ^weepin^  blows  with  his  swonl,  without  Miiriifs  of  that  au't ;  for  althi/Hjth  iedy  f 
^^aitm;;  to  a^ceivu  tho.'4e  which  were  aimed  at  him  in  |  meludini;  o;i"  wiio  was  smothenil  iiy  Uu 
njliirn.  nrmoiir,  had  d.eil  U[»t)n  the  field,  v.-t  iipw: 

Hnl  althoiis^h  thelitis  rani;  with  the  applauses  of  his  ;  Were  de«ii<ra!i-!v  w.uriiM'd,  four  or  fiv. 


dexterity,  it  was  evident  that  he  must  al  last  beover- 
powen'd ;  and  the  ni)bles  around  I'rinre  John  im- 
jiloreil  him  with  one  voice  to  throw  (b)wn  his  warder, 
an'l  to  save  iso  brave  a  kni;;ht  from  the  disgrace  of 
b«iiiiij  ov.  nrome  l»y  odds. 

*■  .\oi  I.  by  the  lii^ht  of  Heaven!"  answcn^d  Prince 
Johitf  "fhi.H  asunc  8;>rinual,  who  conceals  his  name, 
e/h/  •//•.*/;/>'es»  our  /irof/Irwi  hospitalsty,  hath  aln-adv 


n.  ver   reenv  red.      S.  veral   mor!-  were  < 
life;  nnd  I'lo-iL- who  •  scii|H-«l  Ust  earnu 
of  the  4-on»liel  to  the  yrave  with  iliem. 
alwav*  meirioneii  in  the  old  reeofiN,  ai 
an<l  Joyous  I*a.«.5a;_'e  of  Arm**  c>f  A>Mby. 
If  beliii'  now  tin;  <hity  of  Pniiee  J-ifin 
kni:;ht  who  had  rioiie  bi  .<l,  he  «bri  rrinr 
honoiir  of  the  dav  remaimd  with  the  k 


f-'ftrrhvf  on.' pnz(\  «/i«J  may  now  nrtbrd  lo  lei  ul\\ers\\\\c  \>*«v\\\vu  \v»uv  lv\vl  teimed  l^e  .Vom 
nnvf^fhvir  turn."  .tst  he  sinA^i  thiisv  an  unexyecled \  \\  v.'\a  \>*\v^\.A  v^wv.  v>  \N\m  V\\v\vv,  v\  \\ 
incHicD :  cliati^cd  tho  fortune  of  the  day.  V  uC  iWa  ^cv:\cc,  \\\>i\u\W  :5v^<^isss^^>«s^ 


<SmAP  XBH 


prjomfm^ 


W  tbt  DMsiwriud  Kaii^tt  wfaih  ia  Ae  oootm 
of  the  day,  httd  orercoina  aiz  championa  with 
Ids  own  hand,  and  who  had  fioallsr  unhoraed  and 
■track  down  the  leader  of  the  oppoaite  party.    But 


the  Knight  of  the  Black  Armour,  to  whom,  therefore, 
he jpersMted  in  awarding  the  prize. 

Tb  the  surpriae  of  all  preeeidt  however,  the  kniffht 
duiapiefierred  waa  nowhere  to  befound.  He  had  left 
the  hate  immediately  when  the  conflict  ceaaed.  and 
had  been  obaerved  br  aome  qiectatora  to  move  down 
ooe  of  the  forest  daoea  with  the  lame  slow  pace  and 
tisdeas  and  indinerent  manner  whkh  had  procured 
him  the  epithet  of  the  Black  Sluggard.  After  he  had 
been  summoned  twice  by  aound  of  trumpet,  and  pro- 
clamation of  the  herald&  it  became  necesaary  to  name 
toother  to  receive  the  honours  which  had  been  as- 
ngned  to-him.  Prince  John  had  now  no  further  ezcuae 
for  reaiating  the  claim  of  the  Disinherited  Knisht, 
whom,  therefore,  he  named  the  champion  of  the  day. 
Throush  a  field  alippery  with  blood,  and  encum- 
bered with  broken  armour  and  the  bodies  or  alain 
and  wounded  horsea,  the  marshala  of  the  lists  again 
conducted  the  victor  to  the  foot  of  Prince  John'a 
throne. 

"  Disinherited  Enight,'*  said  Prince  John,  "  aince  by 
that  title  only  you  wiu  eonaentto  be  known  to  ua,  we 
t  second  time  award  to  you  the  honours  of  this  tour- 
nament, and  announce  to  vou  your  right  to  claim  and 
receive  from  the  hands  or  the  Queen  of  Love  and 
Beauty,  the  ChapleC  of  Honour  which  your  valour  has 
justly  deserved."  The  Knight  bowed  low  and  grace- 
niUy.  but  returned  no  answer. 

While  the  tnmipeta  aounded,  while  the  heralds 
■trained  their  voices  in  proclaiininff  honour  to  the 
brave  and  glorv  to  the  victor— whue  ladies  waved 
their  silken  ken^iefo  and  embroidered  veils,  and  while 
all  rankd  joined  in  a  clamorous  shout  of  exultation, 
the  marshala  conducted  the  Disinherited  Knight 
aax>S8  the  lists  to  the  foot  of  that  throne  of  honour 
which  was  occupied  by  the  Lady  Rowena. 

On  the  lower  step  of  this  throne  the  champion  was 
uadeAe  kneel  down.  Indeed  his  whole  action  since 
the  fight  had  ended,  seemed  rather  to  have  been  upon 
the  impulse  of  those  around  him  than  from  hia  own 
nee  will:  and  it  waa  observed  that  he  tottered  as 
mey  guided  him  the  seeond  time  across  the  lists. 
Rowena,  descending  from  her  station  with  a  graceful 
and  dignified  stepi  waa  about  to  place  the  chaplet 
which  ahe  held  in  her  hand  upon  the  helmet  of  the 
champion,  when  the  marshals  exclaimed  with  one 
joice,  ^  It  muat  not  be  thus— his  head  must  be  bare." 
Theknight  muttered  faintly  a  few  worda,  which  wen 
1^  in  the  hollow  of  hia  helmet,  but  their  purport  aeem- 
■d  to  be  a  deaire  that  hia  casque  might  not  be  removed. 
Whether  from  love  of  form,  or  from  curiosity,  the 
tnarshsla  paid  no  attention  to  hia  expressions  or  re- 
hictanoe,  out  unhelmed  him  by  cuttiiig  the  laces  of 
on  caaque,  and  undoing  the  fastening  of  his  gorget 
When  the  helmet  was  removed,  the  well-formed,  yet 
■on-burot  features  of  a  youne  man  of  twenty-five 
were  seen,  amidat  a  protoion  of  abort  fair  hair.  Hia 
CQontenanoe  was  aa  pale  as  death,  and  marked  in  one 
or  two  places  with  streaka  of  blood. 

Rowena  had  no  sooner  beheld  him  than  she  uttered 
a&int  shriek  \  but  at  once  summonmg  up  the  energy 
«  her  diaposilion,  and  compeUing  heraell,  aa  it  were, 
to  proceed,  while  her  frame  yet  trembled  with  the 
5"a>ice  of  sudden  emotion,  she  placed  upon  the 
aroppmg  head  of  the  victor  the  splendid  chaplet 
TOch  was  the  destined  reward  of  the  day,  and  pro- 
jonnoed,  m  a  dear  and  diatinct  tone,  these  worda : 
I  bestow  on  thee  this  chaplet,  Sir  Knight,  aa  the 
Meed  of  valour  assigned  to  this  day'a  victor:"  Here 
>he  paoaed  a  moment,  and  then  firmly  added.  "  And 
iipoQ  browa  more  worthy  could  a  wreath  of  chivalry 
leaver  be  placed  I" 

The  knight  atoop^  hia  head,  and  kissed  the  hand 

« tfasjovely  Sovetetgn  bv  whom  his  valour  had  been 

S^aidad;  and  then,  sinking  yet  farther  forward,  lay 

«>hatrateatherfest 

There  was  a  general  conatematioiL   Cedric  who  i 
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had  been  atrnok  mute  by  Uiesudden  appMrance  of  hia 
banished  son,  now  rushed  forward,  as  if  to  separate 
him  from  Rowena.  But  this  had  been  already  ac- 
complished by  the  marshals  of  the  field,  who,  guess- 
ing the  cause  of  Ivanhoe's  swoon,  had  hastened  to 
undo  his  armour,  and  found  that  the  head  of  a  lance 
had  pei^etrated  his  breastplate,  and  inflicted  a  wound 
in  his  Side. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

"  HeroM,  approach  i"   Atridet  thus  aloud, 
**  Stand  t>iua  distinc^h'd  from  the  cirelinc  crowd, 
Ye  who  br  ikill  or  maolf  fbrce  mar  elann, 
Toar  rirali  to  rarpau  and  DMrit  fame, 
Thia  oow,  worth  twentf  ozeo,  u  decreed. 
For  bin  who  terttaaet  Moda  the  wiocad  reed.** 
_  •      2tlad. 

Ths  name  of  Ivanhoe  was  no  sooner  pronounced 
than  it  flew  from  mouth  to  mouth,  with  all  the  cele- 
rity with  which  eagerness  could  convey  and  curiosity 
receive  it.  It  was  not  long  ere  it  reached  the  circle  ot 
the  Prince,  whose  brow  darkened  as  he  heard  the 
news.  Looking  around  him,  however,  with  an  air  of 
scorn,  "  My  lords,"  said  he,  and  especially  you.  Sir 
Prior,  what  think  ye  of  the  doctrine  the  learned  tell 
us,  concerning  innate  attractions  and  antipathies? 
Methinks  that  I  felt  the  presence  of  my  brother's 
mmion,  even  when  I  least  guesaed  whom  yonder  suit 
of  armour  enclosed." 

"  Front-de-Eoeuf  must  prepare  to  restore  his  fief  of 
Ivanhoe,"  said  De  Bracy,  who,  having  discharged  hia 
part  honourablv  in  the  tournament,  had  laid  his  shield 
and  helmet  aside,  and  again  mingled  with  the  Prince's 
retinue. 

"  Ay."  answered  Waldemar  Fitzurse,  '*  this  gallant 
is  likely  to  reclaim  the  castle  and  manor  which 
Richard  assigned  to  him,  and  which  your  Highness's 
generosity  has  since  given  to  Front-ae-BcDuT* 

"Front-de-BoBuf,"  replied  John,  "is  a  man  more 
willing  to  swallow  three  manors  such  as  Imihoe. 
than  to  disgorge  one  of  them.  For  the  rest,  sirs,  i 
hope  none  here  will  deny  my  rimit  to  confer  the  fiefs 
of  the  crown  upon  the  faithful  followers  who  are 
around  me,  and  ready  to  perform  the  usual  military 
service,  in  the  room  of  those  who  have  wandered  to 
foreign  countries  and  can  neither  render  homage  nor 
service  when  called  upon." 

The  audience  were  too  much  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion not  to  pronounce  the  Prince's  assumed  right  al- 
together indubitable.  "A  generous  Prince  I— a  most 
noble  Lord,  who  thus  takes  upon  himself  the  taak  of 
rewarding  tus  faithfol  followers !" 

Such  were  the  words  which  burst  from  the  train, 
expectants  all  of  them  of  similar  grants  at  the  expense 
of  King  Richard's  followers  andfavourites,  if  indeed 
they  had  not  as  yet  received  such.  Prior  Aymer  (ilso 
assented  to  the  general  proposition,  observing^  how- 
ever, "That  the  Messed  Jerusalem  could  not  indeed 
be  termed  a  foreign  country.  She  was  eommunu 
mater— the  mother  of  all  Christians.  But  he  saw 
not,"  he  declared,  "how  the  Knight  of  Ivanhoe  could 
plead  any  advantage  from  this,  smce  he"  (the  Prior) 
"  was  assured  that  the  crusadera  imder  Richard,  had 
never  proceeded  much  farther  than  Askalon,  which, 
as  all  tJ^e  world  knew,  was  a  town  of  the  Philistines, 
and  entitled  to  none  or  the  privileges  of  the  Holy  City." 
Waldemar,  whose  curiosity  had  led  him  towards 
the  place  where  Ivanhoe  had  fallen  to  the  ground, 
now  returned.  "The  gaUant,"  said  he,  "is  likely  to 
fijve  your  Hig^ess  little  disturbance,  and  to  leave 
Front-de-Bceuf  in  the  ouiet  posseaaion  of  his  gains-  • 
he  is  severely  wounded." 

"Whatever  becomes  of  him,"  said  Prince  John, 
"  he  is  victor  of  the  day ;  and  were  he  tenfold  otnr  ene- 
my, or  the  devoted  friend  of  our  brother,  which  is  pet- 
haps  the  same,  his  wotmds  must  be  looked  to-  -our 
own  physician  ahall  attend  him." 

A  stem  smjle  curied  the  Prince's  lip  as  he  spoke. 
Waldemar  Fitzurse  hastened  to  reply,  that  Ivanhoe 
was  alrefuly  removed  from  the  Usts,  and  in  the  cus- 
tody of  his  mends. 

'^I  was  somewhat  afflicted,"  he  said,  "to  are  the 
grief  of  the  Queen  of  Love  and  Beauty,  whose  sove- 
leigDty  of  a  dgy  this  event  has  changed  mto  moom 
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tag.  I  am  not  a  man  to  be  moved  by  a  woman's 
lament  for  her  lover,  but  this  same  Lady  tlow«na  sup- 
pressed her  sorrow  with  such  dignity  of  manner,  that 
It  could  only  be  discovered  by  her  folded  hands,  and 
ner  tearless  eye,  which  trembled  as  it  remained  fixed 
on  the  lifeless  form  before  her." 

"Who  is  this  Lady  Rowena,"  said  Prince  John, 
"  of  whom  we  have  heard  so  much  1" 

'*  A  Saxon  heiress  of  large  possesaionSt"  replied  the 
Prior  Aymer;  "a  rose  of  lovelin^DSS,  and  a  jewel  of 
wealth ;  the  fairest  among  a  thousand,  a  bundle  of 
myrrh,  and  a  cluster  of  camphire." 

"  We  shall  cheer  her  sorrows,"-  said  Prince  John, 
"  and  amend  her  blood,  by  wedding  her  to  a  Norman. 
She  seems  a  minor,  and  must  therefore  be  at  our  royal 
disposal  in  marriage.— How  sayst  thou,  De  Bracy  7 
What  thinkst  thou  of  gaining  fair  lands  and  livings, 
by  wedding  a  Saxon,  after  the  fashion  of  the  follow- 
ers of  the  Conqueror  ?"  , 

"  If  the  lands  are  to  my  liking,  my  lord,"  answered 
De  Bracy.  "  it  will  be  hard  to  displease  me  with  a 
bride ;  and  deeply  will  I  hold  myself  bound  to  your 
highness  for  a  good  deed,  which  will  fiillil  all  pro- 
mises made  in  favour  of  your  servant  and  vassal." 

"  We  will  not  forget  it,"  said  Prince  John ;  "  and 
that  we  may  instantly  go  to  work,  command  our 
seneschal,  presently  to  order  the  attendance  of  the 
Lady  Rowena  and  her  company— that  is,  the  rude 
churl  her  guardian,  and  the  Saxon  ox  whom  the  Black 
Knij^ht  airuck  down  in  the  tournament,  upon  this 
evenma's  banquet.— De  Bigot,"  he  added  to  his  sene- 
schal, "thou  wilt  word  this  our  second  summons  so 
courteously,  as  to  gratify  the  pride  of  these  Saxons, 
and  make  it  impossible  for  them  again  to  refuse; 
although,  by  the  bones  of  Becket,  conrtesy  to  them  is 
casting  pearls  before  swine." 
'  Prince  John  had  oroceeded  thus  far.  and  was  hbout 
to  give  the  signal  lor  retiring  from  the  lists,  when  a 
small  billet  was  put  into  his  Hand. 

*•  From  whence  T'  said  Prince  John,  looking  at  the 
person  by  whom  it  was  delivered. 

"  From  foreign  parts,  my  tord,  but  ftom  whence  I 
know  not,"  replied  his  attendant.  "A  Frenchman 
brought  it  hither,  who  said,  he  had  ridden  night  and 
dav  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  your  highness." 

The  Prince  looked  narrowly  at  the  superscription, 
and  then  at  the  seal,  placed  «o  as  to  secure  the  flox- 
silk  with  which  the  billet  was  surrounded,  and  which 
bore  the  impression  of  three  fleurs-de-lis.  John  then 
opened  the  billet  with  apparent  agitation,  which  visibly 
and  grently  increased  when  he  had  perused  the  con- 
tents, which  were  expressed  in  these  words— 

"  Take  heed  to  yourtelf^  for  the  Devil  is  unchain- 
ed T 

The  Prince  turned  as  pale  as  death,  looked  first  on 
the  earth,  and  then  up  to  heavQn,  like  a  man  who  has 
received  news  that  sentence  of  execution  has  been 

Rassed  upon  him.  Recovenng  from  the  first  effects  of 
is  surpnse,  he  took  Waldemar  Fitzurse  and  De  Bracy 
aside,  and  put  the  bille^  into  their  hands  successively. 
'  It  means,"  he  added,  in  a  faltering  voice,  "  that  my 
brother  Richard  has  obtained  his  fireedom." 

"This  may  be  a  false  alarm,  or  a  forged  letter,' ' 
said  De  Bracy. 

"  It  is  France's  own  hand  and  seal,"  replied  Prince 
John. 

"It  is  time,  then."  said  Fitzurse,  "to  draw  our 
party  to  a  head,  either  at  York,  or  some  other  cen- 
trical place.  A  few  days  later,  and  it  will  be  indeed 
too  late.  Your  highness  must  break  short  this  present 
mummery." 

"The  yeonaen  and  commons,"  said  De  Bracy, 
must  not  be  dismissed  discontented,  for  lack  of  their 
share  in  the  spor^^." 

"  The  day,"  said  Waldemar,  "  is  not  yet  very  far 
spent— let  the  archers  shoot  a  few  rounds  at  the  tar- 
gel,  and  the  prize  be  adjudged.  This  will  be  an 
abundant  fulfilment  of  the  Prince's  promises,  so  far 
as  this  herd  of  Saxon  serfs  is  concerned." 

" I  thank  thee,  Waldemar,"  said  the  Prince ;  "thou 
it>mmdest  me,  too,  that  I  have  a, debt  to  pay  to  that 
-insolent  peasant  who  yesterday  insulted  our  person. 
Our  banc^et  also  shall  go  forward  to-night  as  we  pro- 
posed.   Were  this  my  last  hour  of  power,  it  shonTd  be 


an  hour  mcMd  to  meoge  and  to  t^etMoo— let  nefw 
cares  come  wit^  to-morrow's  new  day." 

The  sound  of  the  trumpets  soon  recalled  those 
spectators  %ho  had  abeady  begun  to  leave  the  field; 
and  proclamation  was  made  that  Prince  JohiL  sod* 
denJy  called  by  high  and  p^mptory  public  autiei, 
held  himself  oblifed  to  discontinue  the  ent^tainments 
of  to-morrow's  festival :  Nevertheless,  that,  unwilling 
so  manv  good  yeomen  should  depart  without  a  trial 
of  skill,  he  was  pleased  to  appoint  them,  before  leaving 
the  ground,  presently  to  execute  the  competition  oi 
archery  intended  for  the  morrow.  To  the  best  archer 
a  prize  was  to  be  awarded,  being  a  bugle-horn,  raonnt- 
ed  with  silver,  and  a  silken  baldric  richly  ornamented 
with  a  medallion  of  St  Hubert,  the  patron  of  silvan 
sport. 

Mone  than  thirty  yeomen  at  first  presented  them- 
selves as  competitors,  several  of  whom  were  rangers 
and  under-kcepers  in  the  royal  forests  of  Needwood 
and  Chamwood.  When,  however,  the  archers  un- 
derstood with  whom  they  were  to  be  matched,  up- 
wards of  twenty  withdrew  themselves  fit)m  the  con- 
test, unwilling  to  encounter  the  dishonour  of  almost 
certain  defeat.  For  in  those  days  the  skill  of  each 
celebrated  marksman  was  as  well  known  for  many 
miles  round  him,  as  the  quaUties  of  a  horse  trained  at 
Newmarket  are  familiar  to  those  who  frequent  thac 
well-known  meeting. 

The  diminished  list  of  coinpetitors  for  silvan  fame 
still  amounted  to  eight  Prince  John  stepped  from 
his  royal  seat  to  view  more  nearly  the  persons  of'these 
chosen  yeomen,  several  of  whom  wore  the  royal 
livery.  Having  satisfied  his  cariosity  by  this  investi- 
gation, he  looked  for  the  object  of  his  reeentmenr. 
whom  he  observed  standing  on  the  same  spot,  and 
with  the  same  composed  countenance  which  he  had 
exhibited  upon  the  preceding  day. 

"Fellow,^'  said  Prince  John,  "I  guessed  bv  thy 
insolent  babble  thou  wert  no  true  lover  of  the  long- 
bow, and  I  see  thou  darest  not  adventure  thy  skill 
among  such  merry-men  as  stand  yonder." 

*'  Under  favour,  sir,"  replied  the  yeoman,  "  I  haw 
another  reason  for  refraining  to  shoot,  besides  the 
fearing  discomfiture  and  disgrace." 

"  And  what  is  thy  other  reason  7"  said  Primli  John, 
who  for  some  cause  which  perhaps  he  could  not  him- 
self have  explained,  folt  a  painful  curiosity  respecting 
this  individual. 

"Because,"  replied  the  woodsman,  "I  know  not  if 
these  yeomen  and  I  are  used  to  shoot  at  the  same 
marks ;  and  because,  moreover,  I  know  not  how  your 
Grace  might  relish  the  wuming  of  a  third  prize  by  one 
who  has  unwittingly  fallen  under  your  displeaaure." 

Prince  John  coloured  as  he  put  the  questjoa, 
"  What  is  thy  name,  yeoman  f 

"  Locksley,"  answered  the  yeoman. 

"  Then,  Locksley."  said  Pnnce  John,  "  thou  shalt 
shoot  in  thy  turn,  when  these  yeomen  have  dis>la)'ed 
Uieir  skill.  If  thou  earnest  the  prize,  I  will  add  to  it 
twenty  nobles ;  but  if  thou  losest  it,  thou  shalt  be 
stript  of  thy  Lincoln  green,  and  scourged  out  of  the 
lists  with  bowstrings,  for  a  wordy  and  insolent 
braggart." 

"  And  how  if  I  refuse  to  shoot  on  such  a  wag^l" 
said  the  yeoman.—"  Your  Grace's  power,  supported, 
as  it  is,  by  so  many  men-at-arms,  may  indeed  easoly 
strip  and  scourge  ma  but  cannot  compel  me  to  bend 
or  to  draw  my  bow." 

"  If  thou  refusest  my  ftir  profier,"  said  the  Prince^ 
"the  Provost  of  the  lists  shall  cut  thy  bowstring, 
break  thy  bow  and  arroWs,  and  expel  thee  from  tlM 
presence  as  a  faint-hearted  craven.'' 

"This  is  no  fair  chance  you  put  on  me,  prood 
Prince,"  said  the  yeoman,  "to  oomnel  me  to  peril 
myself  against  ^e  best  archers  or  Leioeeter  and 
Staffordshire,  under  the  pemdty  of  in&mjr  if  they 
should  overshoot  me.  Nevertheless,  I  vnil  obey  your 
pleasure." 

"  Look  to  him  close,  men-at-arms,"  said  Prince 
John,  "his  heart  is  sinkhig^  ]  am  jealous  lest  he 
attempt  to  escape  the  trial— And  do  you,  good  iipl- 
lows,  shoot  boldly  round ;  a  buek  and  a  Initt  of  msi 
are  ready  for  your  refreshment  in  yonder  teat,  idml 
the  prize  is  won."  ' '-^^  ^y  ^^^  ^<j)  "^  • 
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A  target  was  placed  at  the  miper  end  of  the  aoaih- 
era  awnue  which  led  to  the  liBts.  The  contending 
archers  took  their  station  in  turn,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
•oatbem  access ;  the  distance  between  that  station 
and  the  mark  allowing  fiiU  distance  for  what  was 
called  a  ahot  at  lorers.  The  archers,  having  pre- 
Tionsly  determined  by  lot  their  order  of  prececbnce, 
were  to  shoot  each  three  shafts  in  succession.  The 
sports  were  regulated  by  an  officer  of  inferior  rank, 
termed  the  ProVost of  the  Games:  for  the  high  rank 
of  the  marshals  of  the  lists  would  have  been  held 
degraded,  had  they  condescended  to  superintend  the 
flports  of  the  yeomanry. 

One  by  one  the  archers,  stepping  forward,  delivered 
their  ahafts  veomanlike  and  oravely.  Oi  twenty- 
four  anows,  snot  in  succession,  ten  were  fixed  in  the 
target,  and  the  others  ranged  eo  near  it,  that,  con- 
sidering the  distance  of  the  mark,  it  was  acco\mt^ 
good  archery.  Of  the  ten  shafts  which  hit  the  target, 
two  within  the  inner  ring  were  shot  by  Hubert,  a 
forester  in  the  service  of  Malvoiein,  who  was  accord- 
insdy  pronounced  victorious. 

Now,  Locksley,"  said  Prince  John  to  the  bold 
feoman,  with  a  bitter  smile,  "  wilt  thou  try  conclu- 
siona  with  Hubert,  or  wilt  thou  yield  up  bow,  baldric, 
and  qaiver,  to  the  Provost  of  the  soorts  ?" 

"  Sith  it  be  no  better,"  said  Locksley,  "  I  am  con- 
tent to  try  my  fortune;  on  condition  that  when  I 
have  shot  two  shafts  at  yonder  mark  of  Hubert's. 
he  shall  be  boimd  to  s^oot  one  at  that  which  I  shall 
propose." 

That'is  biit  fair,"  answered  Prince  John,  '^and  it 
shall  not  be  renised  thee.  —If  thou  dost  beat  this  brng- 
gsrt.  Hiibert,  I  will  fill  tne  bugle  with  silver-pennies 

^A  man  can  do  but  his  best,**  answered  Hubert; 
"but  my  erandsire  drew  a  good  long  bow  at  Hast- 
ing, an^  I  trust  not  to  dishonour  his  memory.** 

The  former  target  was  now  removed,  and  a  fresh 
one  of  the  same  size  placed  in  its  room.  Hubert, 
whOk  ss  victor  in  the  first  trial  of  skill,  had  the  right  to 
shoot  first,  took  his  aim  with  great  delil)eration,  long 
measuring  the  distance  with  ms  eye,  while  he  hekl  in 
his  hand  nis  bended  bow,  \^th  the  arrow  placed  on 
the  string.  At  length  he  made  a  step  forward,  and 
raising  the  bow  at  the  full  stretch  of  his  left  arm,  till 
the  centre  or  grasping-place  was  nigh  level  with  his 
iiace,  he  drew  his  bowstring  to  his  ear.  The  arrow 
whistled  through  the  air,  and  lighted  within  the  inner 
ring  of  the  target,  but  not  exactly  in  the  centre. 

.'^ou  have  not  allowed  for  the  wind.  Hubert.**  said 
his  antagonist,  bending  his  bow,  "  or  that  had  been  a 
better  shot.'* 

So  saying,  and  without  showing  the  least  anxiety 
to  pause  upon  his  aim,  Locksley  stept  to  the  appointed 
station,  and  shot  his  arrow  as  carelessly  in  appear- 
ance as  if  he  had  not  even  looked  at  the  mark.  He 
was  speaking  almost  at  the  instant  that  the  shaft  left 
the  bowstring,  yet  it  aUghted  in  the  target  two  inches 
nearer  to  the  white  spot  which  marked  the  centre, 
than  that  of  Hubert. 

By  the  light  of  heaven  !'*  said  Prince  John  to  Hu- 
bert, *'  an  thou  suffer  that  ronagate  knave  to  over- 
come thoe.  thou  art  worthy  of  the  gallows  !'* 
,^  Hubert  had  but  one  set  speech  for  all  occasions. 
An  your  highness  were  to  hang  me,'*  he  said,  **a 
»an  can  but  do  his  best.    Nevertheless,  my  gnmdsire 

drew,  a  good  bow** 

.The  foul  fiend  on  thy  grandsire  and  all  his  gjene- 
rttion!**  mtemipted  John;  "shoot,  knave,  and  shoot 
thy  best,  or  it  shall  be  the  worse  for  thee  r* 

Thus  exhorted,  Hubert  resumed  his  place,  and  not 
neglecting  the  caudon  which  he  had  received  from 
his  adversary,  he  made  the  necessary  allowance  for  a 
▼ery  light  air  of  wind,  which  had  just  arisen,  and 
Bhot  so  successfully  that  his  arrow  alighted  in  the 
veiy  centre  of  the  target 

A  Hubert !  a  Hubert  f '  shouted  the  popnlaoe^ 
tnore  interested  in  t  known  person  than  m  a  stranger. 
In  the  clout  J—fai  the  clout  S— a  Hubert  for  ever  !*' 
,  Thou  canst  not  mend  that  shot,  Locksley,*'  said 
we  Prince,  with  an  insulting  smile. 
,  I  will  notch  1^8  shaft  for  him,  however,'*  replied 
('Ockflley. 


And  letting  fly  Kif  arrow  with  a  httle.more  nncau- 
tioti  than  before,  it  %hted  right  upon  that  of  mi  com*  • 
petitor,  which  it  si5lit  to  shivers.  The  people  who 
stood  around  were  so  astonished  at  his  wonderful 
dexterity^  that  they  could  not  even  give  vent  to  their 
surprise  m  their  usual  clamour.  "This  must  be  the 
devil,  and  no  man  of  flesh  and  blood,"  whispered  the 
yeomen  to  each  other :  "  such  archery  was  never  seen 
since  a  bow  was  first  bent  in  Britain." 

"And  now^"  said  Locksley,  ".I  will  crave  your 
Grace's  permission  to  plant  such  a  mark  as  is  used 
in  the  North  Country ;  and  welcome  every  braveyeo- 
man  who  shall  try  a  shot  at  it  to  win  a  smile  from 
the  bonny  lass  he  loves  best" 

He  then  turned  to  leave  the  lists.  "  Let  your  guards, 
attend  me,"  he  said,  "  if  you  please— I  $o  out  to  cut  a 
rod  from  the  next  willow-bush." 

Prince  John  made  a  signal  that  some  attendapts 
should  follow  him  in  case  of  his  escape :  but  the  cry  of 
"  Shame !,  shame  I"  which  burst  from  the  multitude, 
induced  him  to  alter  his  ungenerous  poipose. 

Locksley  returned  almost  instantly  with  a  willow 
wand  about  six  feet  in  length,  perfectly  straight,  and 
rather  thicker  than  a  man's  thumb..  He  began  to 
I>eel  this  with  great  composure,  observing  at  the  same 
time,  that  to  aisk  a  good  woodsman  to  snoot  at  a  tar- 
get so  broad  as  had  hitherto  been  used,  was  to  put 
shame  upon  his  skill.  "For  his  own  part,"  be  said, 
"  and  in  the  land  where  he  was  bred,  men  would  as 
soon  take  for  their  mark  King  Arthurs  round-table, 
which  held  sixty  knight^  around  it  A  child  of  seveii^ 
years  old,"  he  said,  ^micht  hit  yonder  target  with  a 
headless  shaft ;  but,"  added  he,  walking  deliberately 
to  the  other  end  of  the  lists,  and  sticking  the  willow 
wand  upright  in  the  ground,  "  he  that  hits  that  rod  at 
five- score  yards,  I  call  him  an  archer  fit  to  beajr 
both  bow  and  quiver  before  a  king,  an  it  were  the  stout 
King  Richard  himself." 

"  My  grandsire,"  said  Hubert,  "  drew  a  good  bow  at 
the  battle  of  Hasting  and  never  shot  at  such  a  mark 
in  his  life—and  neither  will  I.  If  this  yeoman  can  / 
cleave  that  rod,  I  give  him  the  bucklers— or  rather,  I 
yield  to  the  devil  that  is  in  his  ierkin,  and  not  to  ai)y 
human  skill :  a  man  can  but  do  his  best^  and  1  will 
not  shoot  where  I  am  sure  to  miss.  I  might  as  well 
shoot  at  the  edge  of  our  parson^s  whittle,  or  at  a  wheat 
straw,  or  at  a  sunbeam,  as  at  a  twinkling  white  streak 
which  I  can  hardly  see." 

"Cowardly  dogl"  said  Prince  John.— "  Sirrah 
Locksley,  do  thou  shoot ;  but,  if  thou  hiltest  such  a 
mark,  I  will  say  thou  art  the  first  man  ever  did  so. 
However  it  be,  thou  shalt  not  crow  over  us  with  a 
mere  show  of  superior  skill." 

"T  V. :m  ,',,  ;  ^  na  Hubert  wys,"  ftnswtTei 
L<m',  :ti(Io  moft?*" 

■^0  ^av;iii:i  \iv  uii-^m  bi-ni  hiw  bow.  but  on  the  present 
ocf  2j>i-iM  lHM>k(Hl  with  iitrentLon  lo  his  wetinon,  end 
ch^iTii-fd  ih«  prring.  \ih\ch  he  thought  wm  no  lonK«r 
tnilv  rtiurult  haviiip  tK?tn  n  huh  frayed  by  the  two 
foriii  r  shots.  He  thcaa  took  hi^  aim  with  soinfc  dt'li^ 
bemnun,  and  tho  mijltitude  awaited  the  eyent  in 
br '  ii  r  1 1 1  ess  si  1  etite.  Tht;  arch  er  vindl  tn  led  their  o^m- 
ion  oi  hisekilh  brs  arrow  split  the  willow  rod,  agem St 
VfWh  it  wns  ainnLd.  A  jtibik-e  of  acclntnatiotift  (oh 
\o^vt^  I  tiM  evefi  Prmcc  Jolm,  m  admtrnuoii  of 
L<'rkH<.v>  tkill,  lost  !br  tun  instant  his  dislike  to  hia 
p€r=on/  '*Theee  twenty  nublea,"  he  emd,  "which, 
Willi  I  he  bucle,  thou  hnst  fasrly  won,  ano  thine  owni 
w«  will  mako  them  fifty,  if  thou  will  mkc  livj^ry  and 
senny.'  wirh  us  as  a  yeffrntn  of  our  body  guam.  and 
be  rh  ar  to  our  pf^rsoti.  F*or  never  did  so  etrcng  a  hand 
bertd  a  bow,  or  so  true  an  eve  d  Imu  a  shaft-'' 

'*  Pardon  tne,  noble  Prince-,"  said  Lock  sky;  "hut 
I  hftve  vowed,  that  if  ev4?f  I  take  *k*rvicc^it  should  be 
WTl h  your  roy nI  brot her  Kj nc  Rich ard .  ThcFc  I Wt?nty 
nolJi'S  I  l(?ave  to  Hubert,  who  hns  this  dny  drawn  q« 
br^uri  fl  bowae  hiagrandftiredid  at  Hastings.  Had 
hi:*  itiodesty  noi  refused  the  trial,  be  would  have  hit 
the  wand  as  well  as  I."  j        il 

Hutiert  shook  his  hzad  os  he  received  with  reluc- 
tance ilm  L  „iiij  ui  dir  *=iTangerj  aiid  Lockaley, 
anxious  to  escape  further  itbservation,  nuxed  with  M 
crowd,  and  waaseen  no  more. 

Tho  victoiioM  aichw  wouM  AOt  perhaps  havt 
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flocBped  John's  attention  so  easily,  had  not  that 
Prince  had  oth«r  subjects  of  anxious  and  more  im- 
portant meditation  pressing  upon  his  mind  at  that 
instant.  He  called  upon  his  chamberlain  as  he  gave 
the  signal  for  retiring  from  the  lists,  and  commanded 
him  instantly  to  gallop  to  Ashby^  and  seek  out  Isaac 
the  Jew.  ^'  Tell  Uie  dog,"  he  said,  **  to  send  me,  be- 
fore sun-down,  two  thousand  crowns.  He  knows 
the  seeority ;  but  thou  mayst  show  him  this ringfor  a 
token.  The  rest  of  the  money  must  be  paid  at  York 
within  six  days.  If  be  neglects,  I  will  have  the  unbe- 
Ueving  villain's  head.  Look  that  thou  pass  him  not 
on  the  way ;  for  the  circumcised  slave  was  displaying 
Jus  stolen  finery  amongst  us." 

So  saying,  the  Prince  resumed  his  horse,  and  re- 
turned to  Ashby.  the  whole  crowd  breaking  up  and 
dispeningupon  nis  retreat. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

In  mugh  raaffiifloenoe  arraf'd, 
When  aneieotChivali^  duvilay'd 
The  pomp  of  her  heroic  femee, 
And  crested  cUiefi  aod  tiMued  damei 
Anembled,  at  the  clarion's  call. 
Id  aome  proud  caetle't  high  arcn'd  hall. 

Wabtoh. 

PamcB  Jomv  held  his  high  festival,  in  the  Castle  of 
Ashbv.  l^is  was  not  the  same  building  of  which  the 
iMateiy  ruins  still  interest  the  traveller,  and  which  was 
•rected  at  a  later  period  by  the  Lord  Hastings,  Hish 
Chamberlain  of  England,  one  of  the  first  victims  of  the 
tjrranny  oi  Richanfthe  Third,  and  vet  better  known 
as  one  of  Sbakspeare's  characters  than  by  his  histo- 
rical fame.  The  castle  and  town  of  AshDv:  at  this 
time,  bebnged  to  Roger  de  Quinoy^  Earl  of  Winches- 
ter, who.  during  the  period  of  our  history,  was  absent 
m  the  Holy  Land,  rrince  John,  in  the  mean  while, 
occupied  his  castle,  and  d5/<po8ed  of  his  domains 
without  scruple;^  and  eee[::  tg  at  present  to  dazzle 
men's  eyes  by  his  hospitality  and  magnificence,  had 

given  oraers  tor  great  preparations,  in  order  to  render 
le  banquet  as  splendid  as  possible. 

The  purveyors  of  the  Prince,  who  exercised  on  this 
and  other  occasions  the  fuU  authority  of  royalty,  had 
swept  the  country  of  all  that  could  be  collected  which 
was  esteemed  fit  for  their  master's  table.  Guests 
also  were  invited  in  great  numbers ;  and  in  the  neees- 
eity  in  whieh  he  then  found  himself  of  courting  popur 
lanty^  Prince  John  had  extended  his  inyitatton  to  a 
few  distinguished  Saxon  and  Danish  families,  as  well 
as  to  the  Norman  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. However  despised  and  d^raded  on  ordi- 
nary occasions,  the  great  numbers  of  the  Anglo- 
Baxons  must  necessarily  render  them  formidable  in 
the  civil  commotions  which  seemed  approachinfe  and 

t  was  an  obvious  p<Mnt  of  policy  to  secure  popularity 
with  their  leaders. 

It  was  mccoidinjc^ly  tho  Prin^^c's  iiUfiritLon,  wliioh 
lie  for  surnetiiiK?  maintained,  UJ  trf^Ht  tbes^  unworiied 
giieita  with  a  court  nsy  to  which  ihtjy  had  beeri  I  title 
acctiflfometJ.  Btit  n  I  though  no  man  mth  li.^^ft  scrxinle 
mndc  hh  ofidiiiary  hamta  and  ftrtings  bemi  lo  Siis 
interest ^  it  was  the  misfortune  of  this  Prince*  that  his 
levity  and  petulance  were  perpetually  bTi*aJdne  oul, 
and  nridoin^^  all  tha.1  had  been  gained  by  his  pri^vbus 
di^s  emulation. 

^  Of  this  fickle  temper  he  gave  a  meniomble  ejam^le 
m  Ireland,  when  aoni  thither  by  hia  fadicr,  Henrx  the 
Second,  with  the  purpose  of  buying  golden  opinions 
of  the  itihaliitanta  of  thnt  new  noil  important  acqiii- 
ailiQn  to  thr  Eagliah  Crown.  Upon  this  oceasion  the 
Insh  cliiefiain^  eoril^TJtltd  which  shoLild  fu^i  ofTer  to 
%e  young  Prince  their  loynl  homage  ^nd  ilie  kisA  of 
police.  But,  iruitefid  of  rtfctivins^  then  BaJutationB  with 
courtesy,  Jobn  atid  hifi  petulant  attendisnis  could  not 
^msl  the  tempttitidn  of  pullimi;  the  lon^  beahis  of  the 
*rish  chitftdns?  a  conduct  whjch,  aimurfithavebcwl 
*#i|MCt£d«  ^VQB  highly  re^nted  by  thoeie  ibsulted  diijid- 
tan^  vnd  praducm  fatJil  eonHcgucncos  to  the  I^.ng- 
Q^h  domination  in  IfeUnd,  It  i^  nec^asiir,  ■  '-ep 
those  incoiifliatf  nciea  of  John's  charocTeT  in  ^  at 

the  rcadei'  may  imdarMonid  his  coniuot  ilvnw^    lie 
present  evcimig. 


InexecwtkmoftheTBwhttonwiiiflhhfrhadibnaed 
durinjg  his  cooler  momenta,  Prince  John  neoeiTai 
Oednc  anti  Athelstane  with  distinguished  oowteay, 
and  expremed  his  disappointment,  witboacreseDtnisBl 
when  the  indisposition  of  Rowena  was  aUcged  byths 
former  as  a  reason  for  her  not  attending  ppao  his 
aracious  summons.  Cedric  and  Atheiatane  ware  both 
dtessed  m  the  ancient  Saxon  gaib,  which,  although 
not  unhandsome  in  itself  and  in  the  preaent  inatsoMt 
composed  of  costly  materiala,  waa  so  leniotaiB  shapa 
and  appearance  from  that  of  the  other  f^aeat^  tim 
Prince  John  took  Rreat  credit  to  hhnaelf  with  Wdde- 
mar  Fitzurse  for  refraining  from  laughter  at  a  aight 
which  the  fai^on  of  the  day  rendered  ridieobus. 
Yet,  in  the  eye  of  sober  Judgment,  the  short  doaa 
tunic  and  long  mantle  or  the  Sazona  was  a  more 

Sacefiil,  as  well  as  a  more  cowenieot  dreaa,  than 
e  garb  of  the  Normans,  whose  under  garment  waa 
a  long  doublet,  so  loose  as  to  resemble  a  shirt  or  wag- 
goners frock,  covered  by  a  cloak  of  scanty  dimensioaa 
neither  afit  to  defend  the  wearer  from  coM  or  from 
rain,  and  the  only  purpose  of  which  appeared  to  be  to 
display  as  much  fur.  embroidery,  and  jewellery  work^ 
as  the  ingenuity  of  the  tailor  could  c6ntrive  to  lay 
upon  it  The  Emperor  Charlemagne,  m  whose  reign 
they  were  first  introduced^  seems  to  nave  bean  imj 
sensible  of  die  inconveniences  arismg  from  the 
fashion  ot  this  garment.  '*  In  Heaven*a  name,"  said 
he,  "  to  what  ourpose  serve  these  abridged  cloakat 
If  we  are  in  bed  they  are  no  cover,  on  horseback  they 


are  no  protection  from  the  wind  and  rain,  and     

seated  they  do  not  guard  our  lega  from  the  damp  or 
the  frost.**^ 

Nevertheless,  spittf  of  this  imperial  objargation,  the 
short  cloaks  continued  in  fashion  down  to  the  time 
of  which  we  treat,  and  particularly  among  the  princea 
of  the  House  of  Anjou.  Thev  were,  therefore  m 
univexsal  use  among  Prince  John's  courtiers ;  and  thi 
long  mantle,  which  formed  the  opper  cpirment  of  the 
Saxons,  waa  held  in  proportional  derision. 

The  guests  were  seated  at  a  table  which  groaned 
under  the  quantity  of  good  cheer.  The  nmraerooa 
cooks  who  attended  on  the  Prince's  progreas,  haviiK 
exerted  all  their  art  in  varying  the  forms  in  which 
the  ordinary  proviaons  were  served  up,  had  succeed- 
ed almost  as  weD  as  the  modem  profesaora  of  the 
culinary  art  in  rendering  them  perfectly  unlike  thcfr 
natural  appearance.  Besides  these  dishes  of  domes- 
tic origin,  there  were  various  delicacies  brou^t  from 
foreign  parta,  and  a  quantity  of  rich  pastry,  as  well  as 
of  the  ainmel-bread  and  wastle  cakes,  which  were 
only  used  at  the  tables  of  the  highest  nobility.  The 
banquet  was  crowned  with  the  richest  wines,  botfi 
foreign  and  domestic 

But,  though  hixurious,  the  Norman  nobles  wen 
not,  generally  speaking,  an  intemperate  race.  Whfls 
indut^g  themselves  m  the  i)leasures  of  the  tables 
they  aimed  at  delicacy,  but  avoided  exoeaa,  and  were 
apt  to  attribute  gluttony  and  drunkermeaa  to  the  van- 
quished Saxons,  as  vices  peculiar  to  their  inferior 
station*  Prince  John^  indeed,  and  those  who  courted 
his  pleasure  by  imitating  his  foiblea,  were  apt  to  io- 
dulge  to  exceas  in  the  pleasures  of  the  trencher  and 
the  goblet ;  and  indeed  it  is  well  known  that  his  death 
was  occasioned  by  a  surfeit  upon  peaches  and  new 
ale.  His  conduct,  however,  was  an  exception  tatbs 
general  mannera  of  his  couxttrymen. 

With  shr  gravit]^  intenrupted  only  by  prirate  signs 
to  each  other,  the^orman  Knights  and  nobles  l>eheld 
the  ruder  demeanour  of  Athelstane  and  Cedric  at  a 
battquet,  to  the  form  and  fashiob  of  which  they  were 
unaccustomed.  And  while  their  mannere  were  thai 
the  subject  of  sarcastic  observation,  the  ontan^t 
Saxons  unwittingly  transgressed  several  of  the  arbi- 
Uary  rulee  eatabushed  for  the  regulation  of  society. 
Now,  it  is  well  known,  that  a  man  may  with  more 
impunity  be  guilty  of  an  actual  breach  either  of  real 
good  breeding  or  ^f  good  morals,  than  appear  igpo- 
rant  of  the  post  minute  point  of  fashionable  etiquattc 
Thus  Cednc,  who  dried  his  hands  vrith  a  towel, 
instead  of  suneringthe  moisture,  to  exhale  by  waving 
ti^am  graoa&Uy  in  the  air,  incurred  more  ridicule  than 
hia  companion  Athelstane.  when  he  swallowed  to 
hia  own  single  share  the  whole  of  a  laiga  paaty  coin 
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'  at  that  tune  a  Korvm-pu,    Wiien  howev- 


iti  it  was  diBooveied  by  a  aerious  croaa-examination 
Jiat  the  TluuM  of  CoiuiigriwT^h  (or  FVanklip,  aa  the 
>ioimaii8  teemed  htm)  hnd  no  idea  what  he  had  been 
iefoufin^  and  that  he  had  taken  the  contents  of  the 
^anuB-pe  lor  laika  and  ingeoaai  wboeaa  they  were 
n  £Mt  beeoafiooea  and  ajgnfingalns  hia  ignprance 
aouftfat  him  in  for  an  ample  anaie  of  the  ndieule 
vWbwoald  havaben  more  justly  bealowed  on  his 

Tbemg  feaat  hadatknglh  its  end;  and,  while 
ha  goblet  circulated  freely*  men  talked  of  the  feats 
)f  the  preceding  tournament,— of  the  unknown  victor 
D  tbe  archery  ^amea,  of  the  Black  Knight,  whose 
^etf^unial  had  nduoed  trim  to  withdraw  from  the 
Mnoure  tie  had  won,--and  of  the  gallant  Ivanhoe, 
vho  had  ac  dearly  boaght  the  honoura  of  the  day. 
I^  topica  ymen  treated  with  military  frankness,  and 
iie  jcat  and  laugh  went  ronnd  the  hall.  Tlie  brow  of 
innate  John  alOBe  was  OTeidouded  during  these 
iiscuaaiona  |  some  overpowering  care  seemed  a^ta- 
liag  his  mind,  and  it  was  only  when  he  received 
)ccaaonal  hints  from  his  attendants,  that  he  seemed 
to  take  interest  in  wftat  was  passing  around  him.  On 
Rdi  occaatoofl  he  woukl  start  up,  quaff  a  cup  of  wine 
a<  if  to  raise  his  spirits,  and  then  mingle  in  the  con- 
rersatioQ  by  some  observation  made  abruptly  or  at 
nodom. 

'^  We  drink  this  beaker,"  aaid  he,  **  to  the  health  of 
(Tilfred  af  ivanhoe,  champion  of  this  Passage  of 
^Un%  aad  srieve  that  his  wound  renders  him  absent 
from  our  board— Let  all  fill  to  the  pledge,  and 
mecnXty  Gedrie  oi  Rotherwoodf  the  worthy  father 
^t  a  8QII  ao  premising.'* 

"  No^  my  kxd,"  replied  Gedrie,  standing  vxp,  and 
placiiig  on  the  table  his  untaeted  cup,  "  I  yield  not 
the  name  of  son  to  the  disobedient  youth^  who  at 
oaoe  despises  my  commanda,  and  relinquishes  the 
mannera  and  customs  of  his  fathers." 

.  Tin  impossible,"  cried  Prince  Ji^n.  with  well- 
•agned  astonishment,  "  that  so  gallant  a  knight 
bboqU  be  an  unworthy  or  disobedient  son  1" 

Yet,  my  lord,"  answered  Cedric,  '*  so  it  is  with 
I^Wilfiad.  He  left  my  homely  dwelling  to  mingle 
)*Matfae  flay  nobility  of  your  brother's  court,  where 
oe  Marped  to  do  those  tii^s  of  horsemanship  which 
T«i  priae  so  highly.  He  left  it  contrary  to  my  wish 
lad  command ;  and  in  the  days  of  Alfred  that  would 
B«ve  been  termed  disobedience— ay«  and  a  crime 
imefey  pnnisbable." 

Alasf'  replisd  Prince  John»  with  a  deep  sigh  of 
^fteted  sympathy,  "since  your  son  was  a  follower 
of  ^  unhappy  brother,  it  need  not  be  inquured  where 
<>t  BDm  whom  be  learned  the  lesson  of  filial  disobe- 


JIW  ^>ake  Prince  John,  vrilAilly  forgetting,  that 
«  In  the  aoas  of  Henry  the  Second,  though  no  one 
*^  free  from  t^  charge,  he  hinseji  had  Seen  most 
™tiQnushed  forrebellion  andingratitade  to  hisfojdier. 
I  think,"  said  he,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  that 
m?  brodMr  psDposed  to  con£»  upon  his  favourite  the 
nof  naaor  of  Ivanhoe." 

^    He  did  endow  him  with  it,"  answered  Cedric} 

■^  n  it  my  least  qunriel  with  my  son,  that  he 

^Kw  to  hold,  as  a  feudal  vassal,  the  very  domains 

]vuch  his  fathers  possessed  in  free  and  independent 

,^We  ahall  then  have  your  wiUii^  aai^tioiL  good 
^^«kic^"  aaid  Prince .fohn,  "to  confer  this  fief  uMn 
?!»■"**  wfaese  dignity  will  not  be  diminished  by 
gM«a«  land  of  the  British  crown.— Sir  Be^naU 
^"•tU'ds'Bceti^"  be  said,  mming  towards  that 
T^^  **I  trust  you  will  so  keep  the  goodly  Barony 
^>«ikoe,  that  Sir  Wilfred  shaU  not  incur  hie 
^tboi^  jhrtber  displeasure  by  a«aia  entering  upon 

''By  St.  Aathonyl"  answered  the  black-biqw'd 
^^^  I  will  cohsenc  that  your  hiidinese  liiall  hold 
?*«8ainn,.ifeitfaerOedticor  Wilfred,  or  die  best 
^  «ver  boie  English  blood,  shall  wrench  from 
■f  S?^8»ft  with  which  vtour  hiaimess  has  graced  me;" 
.^hoever  shall  call  thee  Saxon,  Sir  Baro^,"  le- 
''^  ^>>aHV  odsoded  at  a  mode  of  axpressioQ  by 


whkh  the  Nonntns  AwineDt)y  exmessed  their  ha^ 
bitual  contempt  of  the  Enghni,  ''^wffl  do  thee  an 
honour  as  great  as  it  is  undeserved." 

FrontKle-Bceuf  would  have  replied,  but  Prince 
John'a  petulance  and  levity  got  the  start 

"  Assuredly,"  said  he,  "my  lords,  the  noble  Odrio 
apeaks  truth;  and  his  race  may  claim  precedence 
over  us  as  much  in  the  length  ofihek  pedigrees  as  in 
the  longimde  of  their  cloaks." 

"  They  go  before  us  indeed  in  the  field— as  deer 
before  dogs."  said  Malvoiain. 

"And  with  good  right  may  they  go  before  us— for- 
get not,"  said  the  Prior  Aymer,  "  the  superior  dec€nc> 
and  decorum  of  their  manners." 

"  Their  singular  abstemiousness  and  temperance," 
said  De  Bracy,  forgetting  the  plan  ni^ch  promised 
him  a  SfLion  bride. 

"To«ether  with  the  courage  and  conduct,"  said 
Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  by  which  they  distinguished 
themselves  at  Hastings  and  elsewhere." 

While  with  smooth  and  smiling  cheek,  the  comv 
tiers,  each  in  turn,  followed  their  Prince's  example, 
and  aimed  a  shaft  of  ridicule  at  Cedric,, the  face  of 
the  Saxon  became  inflamed  with  passion,  and  he 
glanced  his  ey^es  fiercely  from  one  to  another,  as  if  the 
quick  succession  of  so  many  ii^uries  had  iprevented 
his  replying  to  them  in  turn ;  or,  .lilce  a  baited  buU, 
who,  surrounded  by  his  tornpentors,  is  at  a  loss  to 
choose  from  among  them  the  i|nmediate  object  of  hia 
revenge.  At  lensth  he  spoke,  m  a  voice  half  choaked 
with  passion;  ana.  addressing  himself  to  Prince  John 
as  the  head  and  front  of  the  ofience  which  he  had 
received,  "Whatever,"  he  said,  "have  been  the  follies 
and  vices  of  our  race,  a  Saxon  would  have  been  held 
nidcring^''**  (the  most  emphatic  term  for  abject 
worthleasnees,)  "  who  should  in  his  own  hall,  ai^d 
while  his  own  wine-cup  passed,  have  treated,  or 
sufiered  to  be  treated,  an  unofiending  guest  as  your 
highness  has  this  day  beheld  me  used ;  and  whatever 
was  the  misfortune  of  our  fathers  on  the  field  of  Hast- 
ings, those  may  at  least  be  silent,"  here  he  looked  at 
Front-de  Bceut  and  the  Templar^  **  who  have  within 
these  few  hours  once  and  again  lost^addle  and 
stirrup  before  the  lance  of  a  Saxon."     m 

"By  my  faith,  a  biting  je8t!"^aid  Prince  John. 
"  ppw  like  you  it,  sirs  ?--Our  Saxon  subjects  rise  in 
spirit  and  courage;  become  shrewd  in  wit,  and  bold 
in  bearing,  in  these  unsettled  times— What  say  ye,  my 
lorda?— By  this  good  light,  I  hold  it  best  to  take  our 
galleys,  and  return  to  Normandy  in  time." 

"Forfoafof  the  Saxons'?"  said  De  Bracy.  laugh- 
ing; "we  should  need  no  weapon  but  our  hunting 
spears  to  bring  these  boars  to  bay." 

"A  truce  with  your  railleiy.  Sir  Knighta  said 
Fitxurse;— "andit  were  well,"^  he  addecL  addressing 
the  Prince,  "  that  your  highness  should  assure  the 
worthy  Cedric  there  is  no  insult  intended  him  by 
jests,  which  muet  sound  but  harshly  in  the  ear  of  a . 
stranger." 

"Insult?"  answered  Prince  John,  resuminjg  hia 
courtesy  of  demeanour ; "  I  trust  it  will  not  be  thought 
that  I  could  mean,  or  permit  any,  to  be  ofierea  in 
my  presence.  Here!  I  nil  ray  cup  to  Cedric  himself 
sinoe  he  refuses  to  pledge  his  son's  health.'' 

The  cup  went  round  amid  the  well-disserobled  ap- 
phuee  01  the  courtiers,  which,  howeve^  failed  to 
make  the  imijiession  on  the  mind  of  the  Saxon  that 
had  been  designed.  He  was  not  naturally  acute  of 
perception,  bat  those  too  much  undervalued  his  un- 
derstanding who  deemed  that  this  flattering,  coni- 


ie  waa  eilem,  however,  when  the  royal  pledge  a«iin 
iMsed  round,  "To  Sir AthelsCane  of  Coningsbiu^gh." 

Hie  knkht  made  bis  obeisance  and  showed^ his 
sense  of  the  honour  by  draining  a  huge  goblet  in  an- 
swer to  it  ,    . 

"And  now,  sirs,"  said  Prince  JohiL  who  began  to 
be  warmed  with  the  wine  which  he  had  drank. 

It*  WM  DOthJat  uaamttA  m  ifMoun^  unonr  ihs 
8uoM  M  to  merittbit  diWn^Mfta  t  pitBeL  Eten  Wilbun  tbe 
C<wi!|Mror.  hated  m  tie  wu  by  them.  conOiraed  to  draw  a  eon- 
•idvrable  aimr  of  Anrlo-Saxont  to  hi«  •fandard,  by  threateninji 
to  tHsmatiM  thoae  who  •taid  at  home,  at  nUnfn.  Baxtliob- 
■«,  1  Utiok,  BMotioM  anmilar  ptiraM  wbieli  had  lika  tn^u^not 


4d 

"havinjg  done  justice  to  oul*  Saxort  guests,  we  will 
pray  of  them  aome  requital  to  our  courtesy.— Wor- 
thy Thane,"  he  continued,  addressing  Cednc,  *'  may 
we  pray  you  to  name  to  us  some  Norman  whose 
mention  may  least  sully  your  mouth,  and  to  wash 
down  with  a  goblet  of  wine  all  bitterness  which  the 
sound  may  leave  behind  it  ?" 

Fitzurse  arose  while  Prince  John  spoke,  and  (^mng 
behind  the  seat  of  the  Saxon,  whispered  to  him  not 
to  omit  the  opportunity  of  putting  an  end  to  unkind- 
ness  betwixt  the  two  races,  by  naming  Prince  John. 
The  Saxon  replied  not  to  this  politic  insinuation,  but. 
rising  up,  and  filling  his  cup  to  the  brim,  he  addressed 
Prince  John  in  these  words:  "Your  highness  has 
required  that  I  should  name  a  Norman  deserving  to 
Se  remembered  at  our  banquet.  This,  perchance,  is  a 
*iard  task,  since  it  calls  on  the  slave, to  sing  the 
nraises  of  the  mastei^-upon  the  vanquished,  while 
pressed  by  all  the  evils  of  conquest,  to  sing  the  praises 
of  the  conqueror.  Yet  I  wiU  name  a  Norman— the  first 
in  arms  and  in  place— the  best  and  noblest  of  his 
race.  And  the  lbs  that  shall  refuse  to  pledge  me  to 
his  well-earned  fame,  I  term  false  and  dishonoured, 
and  will  so  maintain  them  with  my  life.— I  quaff  this 
goblet  to  theheallh  of  Richard  the  Lion-hearted  f* 

Prince  John,  who  had  expected  that  his  own  name 
would  have  closed  the  Saxon's  speech,  started  when 
that  of  his  injured  brother  was  so  unexi>ectedly  intro- 
duced. He  raised  mechanically  the  wine-cup  to  his 
lips,  then  instantly  set  it  down,  to  view  the  demean- 
our of  the  company  at  this  unexpected  proposal, 
which  many  of  tnem  felt  it  as  uaavde  to  oppose  as  to 
comply  with.  Some  «f  them,  ancient  and  expe- 
rienceq  courtiers,  closely  imitated  the  example,  of 
the  Prince  bimseiC  raising  the  goblet  to  their  lips, 
and  again  replacing  it  before  them._  There  were 
many,  who,  with  a  more  senerous  feeling,  exclaimed, 
"Long  live  KingRichara!  and  may  he  be  speedily 
restored  to  us  T'  And  some  few,  among  whom  were 
Front-de-BoBuf  and  the  Templar,  in  sullen  disdain 
Buffered  their  goblets  to  stand  untaated  before  them. 
But  no  man  ventured  directly  to  gainsay  a  pledge 
filled  to  the  h|dth  of  the  reigning  monarch. 

Having  ei^yed  his  triumph  for  about  a  minute. 
Cedric  said  to  his  companions,  "Up,  noble  Atheistane  I 
we  have  remained  here  long  enough,  since  we  have 
requited  the  hospitable  courtesy  of  Pnnce  John's  ban- 
quet Those  who  wish  to  know  fiirther  of  our  rude 
Saxon  manners  must  henceforth  seek  us  in  the 
homes  of  our  fathers,  since  we  have  seen  enough  of 
royal  banquets,  and  enougii  of  Norman  courtesy." 

So  saying,  he  arose  and  left  the  banqueting  room, 
followed  by  Atheistane.  and  hy  several  other  guests, 
who.  partaking  of  the  Saxon  lineage,  held  themselves 
insulted  by  the  sarcasms  of  prince  John  and  his 
courtiers. 

"  By  the  bones  of  St.  Thomas,"  said  Prince  John, 
ai  they  retreated,  "the  Saxon  churls  liave  borne  off 
the  best  of  the  day,  and  have  retreated  with  tri.umph  I*' 

"  Omclamaium  est^  vocuUttum  «*/,"  said  Prior 
Aymer ;  "  we  have  drunk  and  we  have  8houted,-^t 
were  time  we  l^t  our  wine  flagons." 

,"The  monk  hath  some  fair  penitent  to  shrive  to- 
night, that  he  is  in  such  a  hurry  to  depart,"  said  De 
B^cy. 

"Not  so,  Sir  Kni^t,"  replied  the  Abbot;  "but  I 
must  move  several  miles  forward  this  evenmg  upon 
my  homeward  journey." 

^'Thay  are  breaking  up,"  said  the  Prince  in  a 
whisper  to  Fitzurse  j  "tiieir  fears  anticipate  the 
event,  and  this  coward  Prior  is  the  first  to  shrink 
fi-om  me. 

"Fear  not,  my  lord,"  said  Waldemar;  **!  will 
show  him  such  reasons  as  shall  induce  hipi  to  jom  us 
when  we  hold  our  meeting  at  York.— Sir  Prior,"  he 
Si^,  I  must  speak  with  you  in  private,  before  you 
mount  your  palftey." 

The  other  guests  were  now  fast  dispersing^  with 
the  exception  of  those  immediately  attached  to  rrince 
John's  faction,  and  his  retinue.  « 

"This,  then,  is  the  result  of  your  advice,"  said  the 
Pnnce,  tumins  an  angry  countenance  uponFitzurse; 
^that  I  should  be  bearded  at  my  own  board  by  a 
dnmkea  Saxon  churl,  and  that,  on  the  mere  sound 


of  my  btother^s  nfliii«.  men  thoold  flr&  off  from  im 
as  if  I  had  the  leprosy  7" 

"Have  patience,  sir,"  replied  his  ooonaeUor;  "I 
miffht  retort  your  accusation,  and  blame  the  iocon- 
sidferate  levity  which  foiled  my  dedgn,  and  misled 


your  own  better  Judgment.  But  this  is  no  time  £or 
recrimination.  De  Bracy  and  I  will  inaitantly  go 
among  these  shuffling  cowards,  and  oonvinoe  them 
they  have  gone  too  &r  to  recede." 

•^It  will  be  in  vain,"  said  Prince  John,  psctnK  the 
apartment  with  disordered  steps,  and  expreeatng  mm- 
self  with  an  agitation  to  which  the  vrine  he  had  drank 
partly  contributed— "  It  will  be  in  vain— they  lunre 
seen  the  handwriting  on  the  wall— they  haTe  marked 
the  paw  of  the  Hon  m  the  sand— they  have  beard  his 
i^jproaching  roar  shake  the  wood— nothing  will  re- 
ammate  their  courage." 

"  Would  to  God,'^said  Fitzurse  to  De  Bracy.  "  that 
aught  could  reanimate  his  own !    His  broihers  veir 
name  is  an  ague  to  him.    Unhappy  are  the  counsel 
lore  of  a  Prince,  who  wants  fortitude  and  peraeverance 
alike  in  good  and  in  evil  I" 


CHAPTER  XV.  , 

And  ret  ha  thinkt.-lia,  ha,  ha.  ha,-he  OOaka  } 

I  am  the  tool  and  •ervant  of  hta  wtlt.  i 

WqU.  letit  be  ;  throufh  all  Um  maze  of  trouble  ) 

His  plota  and  bate  opprcuion  mutt  create, 
I'll  BhaM  mraelf  a  wajr  (o  hifher  thinga. 
And  who  will  aaj  'tig vnoagi  ^ 

Baatf,  •  2Y«#i#. 

No  spider  ever  took  more  pains  to  repair  the  shat- 
tered meshes  of  his  web,  than  did  Waldemar  Fitzorse 
to  reunite  and  combine  the  scattered  members  of 
Prince  John's  cabaL  Few  of  these  were  attached  to 
him  from  inclination,  and  none  firom  personal  regard. 
It  was  therefore  necessary,  that  Fitzurse  should  o|^ 
to  them  new  prospects  of  advantagf^  and  remiiid 
them  of  those  which  they  at  present  emoyed.  To  the 
young  and  wild  nobles,  he  neld  out  the  proepeet  ol 
unpunished  license  and  uncontrolled  revary;  to  the 
ambitious,  that  of  power,  and  to  the  covetooa,  that  ol 
increased  wealth  and  extended  domains;.  The  leaders 
of  the  mercenaries  received  a  donation  in  gpold;  an 
aif^uraent  the  most  peiauasive  to  their  minds,  and 
without  which  all  others  would  have  proved  in  vaia 
Promises  were  still  more  hberalty  distrSmted  than 
money  by  this  active  agent ;  and,  in  fine,  nothiag  was 
lelt  undone  that  could  determine  the  vravefinR  or 
animate  the  disheartened.  The  return  of  King  Bionard 
he  spoke  of  as  an  event  altogether  bejrond  the  reach 
of  probability :  yet,  when  he  observed.  m>m  the  doubt- 
ful looks  ana  uncertam  answers  which  he  reoerrodi 
that  this  was  the  apprehension  by  which  the  minds 
of  his  accomplices  were  most  nauntecL  he  bokUy 
treated  that  event}  should  it  really  take  place,  as  ooe 
which  ought  not  to  alter  their  political  calcaladona. 

"If  Richard  returns,"  said  Fitzurse,  "kereturaste 
enrich  his  needy  and  impoverished  eiuaadera  at  ^ 
expense  of  those  who  did  not  follow  him  to  the  Holy 
Land.  He  returns  to  call  to  a  fearful  reckoning 
those  who,  during  his  absence,  have  done  aofi^t  that 
can  be  construed  offence  or  encroachment  upon  either 
the  laws  of  the  land  or  the  privileges  of  ttie  crown. 
He  returns  to  avenge  upon  the  Orders  of  the  Temp^ 
and  the  Hospital,  the  preference  whkh  they  aboww 
to  Philip  of  France  dming  the  wars  in  the  Holy  Land. 
He  returns,  in  fine,  to  punish  as  a  rebel  every  adbe* 
rent  of  his  brother  Prince  John.  Are  ye  afraid  Qflw 
power?"  continued  the  artful  confidant  of  that  Prince; 
"we  acknowledge  him  a  strong  and  valiant  knight; 
but  these  are  not  the  days  of  King  Arthur,  wfaen  a 
champidn  could  oicounter  an  army.  If  Richard  in- 
deed comes  back,  it  must  be  alone,— unfolbwed— un- 
friendly. The  bones  of  hissallant  arm/  have  whitened 
the  sands  of  Palestine,  'nie  few  of  his  followers  vimo 
have  returned  have  straggled  hither  like  this  WilM 
of  ivanhoe,  beggared  and  broken  meo..— And  what 
tdft  ye  of  Riehard's  ridit  of  birthf'  hejAxweeded  m 
answer  to  those  who  objected  soruplee  iottthat  .head* 
"Is  Richan^s  title  of  primogmitare  mors  deeidedlr 
certain  than  that  of  Duke  Robert  of  Normkndy,  the 
Conoueror'a  eldest  eon  1  And  yet  William  the  Red, 
and  Henry,' tus  second  mnd  third  biothen^  wew  mo- 
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otMiiwIy  fireferad  tb  him  by,  the  vo^<if  th«  naiioD* 
&)bert  nad  every  merit  >voich  can  be  pleaded  ibr 
B^chard :  he  was  a  bold  knight,  a  good  leader,  gene- 
vms  to  his  friends  and  to  the  church,  ancL  to  crown 
the  whole,  a  crusader  and  a  conqueror  oi  the  Holy 
Sepulchre;  and  yet  he  died  a  blind  and  miserable 
prisoner  in  the  Castle  of  Cardifii  because  he  opposed 
himself  to  the  will  of  the  people,  who  chose  that  he 
■houM  not  rule  over  them.  It  is  our  right,"  he  said, 
"  to  chooee  from  the  blood  royal  the  prince  who  is  best 
taalified  to  hold  the  supreme  powez^that  is,"  said 
he,  correcting  himself,  "  him  whose  election  will  best 
oromote  the  interests  of  the  nobility.  In  personal 
snalificationfiL"  he  added,  "it  was  possible  that  Prince 
John  miffht  be  inferior  to  his  brother  Richard;  but 
ahen  it  was  considered  that  the  latter  returned  with 
tke  sword  of  vengeance  in  his  hand  while  the  former 
held  out  rewards,  immunities,  privileges,  wealth,  and 
hoooura,  it  could  not  be  doubted  which  was  the  king 
whom  in  wisdom  the  nobility  were  called  on  to  sup- 
port" 

These,  and  many  more  arguments,  some  adapted 
lo  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  those  whom  he  ad- 
dressed, had  the  expected  weight' with  the  nobles  of 
Prince  John's  faction.  Most  of  them  consented  to 
attend  the  proposed  meedng  at  York,  for  the  purpose 
•f  making  general  arrangements  for  placing  the  crown 
upon  the  need  of  Prince  John. 

It  was  late  at  nighty  when,  worn  out  and  exhausted 
with  his  various  exertions,  however  gratified  with  the 
resall,  Fitzurse,  returning  to  the  Castle  of  Ashby, 
Biec  with  De  Bracy,  who  had  exchanged  his  banquet- 
ing garments  for  a  short  green  kirtle,  with  hose  of 
&e  same  doth  and  colour,  a  leathern  cap  or  head- 
pieoe,  a  short  sword,  a  horn  slung  over  his  shoulder, 
a  long  bow  in  his  haind,  and  a  bundle  of  arrows  stuck 
io  his  belt.  Had  Fitzurse  met  this  figure  in  an  outer 
apartment,  he  would  have  passed  him  without  notice, 
as  one  of  the  yeomen  of  the  guard ;  but  finding  him 
in  the  inner  hall,  he  looked  at  him  with  more  atten- 
tioQ,  and  recognised  the  Norman  knight  in  the  dress 
of  an  English  yeoman. 

"  What  mummery  is  this,  De  Bracy  1"  said  Fitz- 
arse,  somewhat  angrily;  "is  this  a  time  for  Chript- 
nias  gambols  and  quaint  maskings,  when  the  fate  of 
oar  master.  Prince  John,  is  on  the  very  verge  of  de- 
cision 7  Why  hast  thou  not  been,  like  me,  among 
^.ese  heartless  cravens,  whom  the  very  name  of  King 
Richard  terrifies,  as  it  is  said  to  do  the  children  of  the 
Saracens  7" 

"I  have  been  attending  to  mine  own  business," 
answered  De  Bracy  calmly,  "as  you,  Fitzurse,  have 
been  mindiug  yours." 

"I  minding  mine  own  business!"  echoed  Walde- 
Buir ;  "  I  have  been  engaged  In  that  of  Prince  John, 
oar  joint  patron." 

"As  if  thou  hadst  any  other  reason  for  that,  Wal- 
demai;"  said  De  Bracy,  "  than  the  promotion  of  thine 
own  iiidividual  interest?  Come  Fitzurse,  we  know 
aach  other— ambition  is  thy  pursuit,  pleasure  is  mine, 
and  they  become  our  dififerent  ages.  Of  Prince  John 
thoQ  thinkcst  as  I  do;  that  he  is  too  weak  to  be  a 
wennined  monarch,  too  tyrannical  to  be  an  easy 
BKMiarch,  too  insolent  and  presumptuous  to  be  a 
Popidar  monarch,  and  too  fickle  and  timid  to  be  long 
a  monarch  of  any  kind.  But  he  is  a  monarch  by 
vnom  Fitzurse  and  De  Bracy  hope  to  rise  and  thrive ; 
^  therefore  you  aid  him  with  your  policy,  and  I  with 
the  lanoes  of  my  Free  Companions.^' 
^  'Ahopefid  aux\liaiT,"  said  Fitzurse  impatiently; 

Playing  \he  fool  m  the  very  moment  of  utter  neces- 
My.^What  on  earth  dost  thou  purpose  by  this  absurd 
■c^Koise  at  a  moment  so  urgent  7" 
^    To  get  me  a  wife,"  answered  De  Bracy  coolly, 

after  the  manner  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin." 

"IW  tribe  of  Benjamin  7*'  said.Fitzur8e ;  **I  com- 
prehend thee  not." 

^  Wert  thou  not  in  ptesence  yester-even,"  said  De 
Bracy,  "  when  we  heard  the  Prior  Aymer  tell  us  a 
^'in  replyto  the  romance  which  was  sung  by  the 
Jtatiel  f--Be  told  how,  long  since  in  Palestine,  a 
Vaoly  feud  arose  between  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  and 
*■«  ten  of  the  Israelitish  nation ;  and  how  they  cut 
io  Pieces  wellnigh  all  the  chivalry  of  tha;  ;ribe ;  and  1 


how  they  .fwoie  by  oa^hneA  Lady,  that  they  would 
not  permit  those  who  remained  to  marry  m  their 
lineage ;  and  how  thev  became  grieved  for  their  vow, 
and  sent  to  consult  his  hoUness  the  Pope  how  they 
might  be  absolved  from  it :  and  how.  by  the  advice  of 
the  Holy  Father,  the  youth  of  the  tnbe  of  Beiriamm 
earned  off"  fiom  a  superb  tournament  all  the  ladiea 
who  were  there  present,  and  thus  won  tliem  wives 
without  the  consent  either  of  their  brides  or  their 
brides'  families." 

.  "I  have  heard  the  story,"  said  Fitzurse,  "  though 
either  the  Prior  or  thou  hae  made  some  singular  alter- 
ations in  date  and  circumstances." 

"I  tell  thee,"  said  De  Bracy,  "that  I  wean  to  pur- 
vey me  a  wife  after  the  fashion  of  the  tribe  of  Benja- 
mm ;  which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  that  in  this  same 
equipment  I  will  fall  upon  that  herd  of  Saxon  bul- 
locks, who  have  this  night  left  the  castle^  and  cany 
off  from  them  the  lovely  Rowena." 

"  Art  thou  mad,  De  Bracy  7"  said  Fitzurse.  "  Be- 
think thee  that,  though  the  men  be  Saxons,  they  are 
rich  and  powerful,  and  regarded  with  the  more 
respect  by  their  countrymen,  that  wealth  and  honour 
are  but  the  lot  of  few  of  Saxon  descenL" 

'  And  should  belong  to  none,"  said  De  Bracy ;  "  tha 
work  of  the  Conquest  should  be  completed." 

"  This  is  no  time  for  it  at  least,"  said  Fitzurse ;  "  the 
approaching  crisis  renders  die  favour  of  the  multitude 
indispensable,  and  Prince  John  cannot  refuse  justice 
to  any  one  who  injures  their  favourites." 

"  Let  him  grant  it  if  he  dare,"  said  De  Bracy ;  "  he 
will  soon  see  the  difierence  betwixt  the  support  of 
such  a  lusty  lot  of  spears  as  mine,  and  that  of  a 
heardess  mob  of  Saxon  churls.  Yet  I  mean  no  im- 
mediate discovery  of  myself.  Seem  I  not  in  this  garb 
as  bold  a  forester  as  ever  blew  horn  7  The  blame  of 
the  violence  shall  rest  with  the  outlaws  of  the  York- 
shire forests.  I  have  sure  spies  on  the  Saxons'  mo- 
tions—To-night they  sleep  m  the  convent  of  Saint 
Wittol,  or  Withold,  or  whatever  they  call  that  churl 
of  a  Saxon  Saint  at  Burton-on-Trent  Next  day's 
march  brings  them  within  our  reach,  and.  falcon- 
wavs,  we  swoop  on  them  at  once.  Presently  after  I 
will  appear  in  mine  own  shape,  playAe  courteous 
knight  rescue  the  unfortunate  ana  afflicted  fair  one 
from  the  hands  of  the  rude  ravishers,  conduct  her 
to  Front-de-BcBuf 's  Castle,  or  to  Normandy,  if  it 
should  be  necessary,  and  produce  her  not  again  to  her 
kindred  until  she  be  the  bride  and  dame  of  Maurice 
de  Bracy." 

"A  marvellously  sage  nlan,"  said  Fitzurse,  "and, 
as  I  think,  not  entirely  of  thine  own  device.—Come. 
be  frank,  De  Bracy,  who  aided  thee  in  the  invention  1 
and  who  is  to  assist  in  the  execution  7  for,  as  I  think, 
thine  own  band  lies  as  far  ofifas  York." 

"  Mmry,  if  thou  must  needs  know,**  eaiJ  De  Eraty, 
"it  was  uie  Tirtnpkr  Bri nn  do  Bol't^Guilbirt  ihal 
shnpLtl  out  the  enicrpria4?,  wliicli  the  advt[rii;m  of  rlia 
patin  of  Bi'MJoniin  su^'j^esictt  to  mt3.  He  ia  to  uid  mo  > 
in  the  onalrjught,  and  he  and  h[^  folio wtrs  will  per- 
son ate  llif  outlaws,  from  whom  my  valoioun  arm  is^ 
afttiT  changing  iriy  garb,  to  rescue  the  lady."    ^ 

^'  By  my  n  CM  dome,"  aniiJ  Fitzursp^  "  the  plan  wai 
worthy  of  your  iininid  wisdom  1  and  tliy  pmcjence, 
De  Hracy,  is  mosi  t^ijecJaUy  marLifeateii  m  ihtj  pro- 
ject of  leaving  ihc  lady  in  the  lituida  of  thy  wofthy 
conTi'-ieralc  Thou  maysi^  1  tJiink,  suc^-^ed  in  ink- 
ing her  from  her  Siixon  trnDcit^  but  bow  thou  wilt 
re.^cno  [wr  afterwards  from  ihe  duirrhea  of  I?gi&-Guil- 
lx^t  oifi'Tii^  coiisiJtrnblj  more  doubtful— He  is  e  fal- 
con vraW  acctzatouied  to  pOLuice  vi\  a.  partriilgo,  and  iq 
hold  his  prey  fast." 

"  He  is  a  Templar,"  said  De  Bracy,  "  and  cannot 
therefore  rival  me  in  my  plan  of  wedding  this  heiress ; 
—and  to  attempt  ausht  dishonourable  against  the 
intended  bride  of  De  Bracy— By  Heaven !  were  he  a 
whole  Chapter  of  his  Order  in  tiis  single  person,  ho 
dared  not  do  me  such  an  ii^jury !" 

"  Then  since  naught  that  I  can  say,"  said  Fitzurse^ 
'*  will  put  this  folly  from  thy  imagmadon,  Cfor  well 
I  know  the  obstinacy  of  thy  disposition,)  at  least  waste 
as  little  time  as  possible— let  not  thy  foUy  be  lasting 
as  well  as  untimely." 

"  I  tell  thee,"  answered  De  Br&cy,  **that  it  will  hi 
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the  woHc  of  a  few  hotirs,  tnd  I  ilrtif !« ttTorkat  the 
head  of  my  daring  and  valorous  fellows,  as  reauy  to 
support  any  bold  design  as  thy  policy  can  be  to  form 
one.— But  I  hear  mv  comrades  assembling,  and  the 
steeds  stamping  ana  neighini^  in  the  outer  court- 
Farewell.— I  go,  like  a  ttue  kmght,  to  win  the  smiles 
of  beauty." 

'^Like  a  true  knight  7"  repeated  Fitzurae,  looking 
after  him :  "  like  a  fool,  I  iliould  say,  or  like  a  chiloi 
who  will  leave  the  most  serious  and  needAiI  occupa- 
tion, to  chase  the  down  of  the  thistle  that  drives  past 
him.— But  it  is  with  such  tools  that  I  must  work  ;— 
and  for  whose  advantage?— For  that  of  a  Prince  as 
unwise  as  ho  is  profligate,  and  as  likely  to  be  an  un^ 
grateful  master  as  he  has  alreadv  proved  a  rebellious 
son  and  an  unnatural  brother— But  he— he,  too,  is  but 
•ne  of  the  tools  with  which  I  labour ;  and,  proud  as 
he  is,  should  he  presume  to  separate  his  interest  from 
mine,  this  is  a  secret  which  he  shall  soon  learn." 

The  meditadons  of  the  statesman  were  here  inter- 
rupted by  the  voice  of  the  Prince  from  an  interior 
apartment,  calling  out,  "Noble  Waldemaf  Fitzurse  !'* 
and,  with  bonnet  dofred,  the  future  Chancellor  (for  to 
such  high  preferment  did  the  wily  Norman  aspire) 
hasiened  to  receive  the  orders  of  the  future  sovereign. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Fftr  In  a  wild,  unknown  to  pablie  view, 
Prom  70Uth  to  Mo  a  reverend  liermit  trewt 
The  mora  hit  bod,  the  eave  his  humble  cell. 
Hi«  food  tlie  fruits,  his  driuk  the  crrstai  well ; 
Remote  from  man,  with  God  lie  pass'd  his  days, 
Prayer  all  his  business— all  his  pfeasuie  praise. 

Paskku. 

The  reader  cannot  have  forgotten  that  the  event  of 
the  tournament  was  decided  by  the  exertions  of  an 
unknown  knight,  whom,  on  account  of  the  passive 
and  indi^erent  conduct  which  he  had  manifested  on 
the  formerpart  of  the  day^  the  spectators  had  entitled, 
Le  Noir  Faineant  This  knight  had  left  the  field 
abruptly  when  the  victory  was  achieved ;  and  when 
he  was  called  upon  to  receive  the  reward  of  his 
valour,  he  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  In  the  mean 
time,  while  dammoned  by  heralds  and  by  trumpets, 
the  knight  was  holding  his  course  northward,  avoiding 
all  frenuehted  paths,  and  taking  the  shortest  road 
through  the  woodlands.  He  paused  for  the  night  at 
a  small  hostelry  lying  out  of  the  ordinary  route,  where, 
however,  he  obtained  from  a  wandering  minstrel 
news  of  the  event  of  the  tourney. 

On  the  next  momiog  the  knight  departed' (parly, 
with  the  intention  of  making  a  long  journey^  the 
condition  of  his  horse,  which  he  had  carefully  ^afed 
during  the  preceding  morning  beirig  such  as  enabled 
him  to  travel  far  without  the  necessity  of  much  repose. 
Yet  his  purpose  was  baffled  by  the  devious  oaths 
tnrough  which  he  rode,  so  that  when  evening  closed 
upon  nim,  he  only  found  himself  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  By  this  time  both 
horse  and  man  required  refreshment,  and  it  be<?ame 
necessary,  moreover,  to  look  out  for  some  place  in 
which  they  might  spend  the  night,  which  was  now 
fast  approaching. 

The  place  where  the  travell.er  found  himself  seemed 
impropitious  for  obtaining  either  shelter  or  refresh- 
ment, and  he  was  likely  to  be  reduced  to  the  usaal 
expedient  of  knights-errant,  who,  on  such  occasions, 
turned  their  horses  to  graze,  and  laid  themselves  down 
xo  meditate  on  their  lady-mistress,  with  an  oak-tree 
f<;r  a  canopy.  But  the  Black  Kmght  either  had  no 
ttii«tress  to  meditate  upon,  o^,  being  as  indifferent  in 
?ove  as  he  seemed  to  be  in  war,  was  not  sufficiently 
occupied  by  passionate  reflections  upon  her  beauty 
and  cruelty,  to  be  able  to  pany  the  diecta  of  fatigue 
and  hunger,  and  suffer  love  to  act  as  a  substitute  for 
the  solid  comforts  of  a  bed  and  supper.  He  felt  dis- 
satisfied, therefore,  when,^  looking  around,  he  found 
ntmself  deeply  involved  m  woods,  throu^  which 
jidoed  there  were  many  open  giadea,  ana  some  paths, 
9ut  such  as  seemea  oniy  formed  by  the  numerous 
nerds  of  cattle  wnicn  grazeo  m  tne forest,  or'by  (he  ani- 
mals of  chase,  ana  ine  hunters  who  made  prey  of  them. 

The  sun-  oy  wnicn  tne  luiignt  haa  cniefly  directed 
aii  course  nad  now  sunK  ix^aind  the  Derbyshiro  hills 


on  his  lot,  and  avavy  tXkxt  wlncli  ho  uo^it  i ^ 

pursue  his  journey  was  as  Ukely  to  lead  him  out  of  \m 
road  as  to  advance  him  on  his  route.  After  having  ia 
vain  endeavoured  to  select  the  moat  beattfi  path,  m 
hopes  it  might  lead  to  the  cottage  of  aome  faerdsoun, 
or  the  silvan  lodge  of  a  forester,  and  having  repesiedly 
found  himself  totally  tmable  to  determine  on  a  choice^ 
the  knight  resolved  to  tnist  to  the  sagacity  of  loa 
horse  t  experience  having,  on  former  occasions,  mnds 
him  acquainted  with  the  wonderful  talent  poaaeaaed 
by  these  animala  for  extncating  tbamaelvee  and  tbcii 
ridera  on  soch  emergencies. 

The  good  steed,  grievously  fetigoed  with  so  long  a 
day'a  joumev  under  a  hder  oaaed  in  mail,  had  no 
sooner  found,  by  the  slackened  reins,  that  he  was 
abandoned  to  his  own  gmdance,  than  he  aeamed  to 
aasume  new  strength  and  flpiriti  and  wheresn  for- 
merly he  had  scarce  replied  to  the  spur,  otherwise  tlian 
by  a  groan,  he  now,  as  if  proud  of  the  oonfideaaa 
rg[>osed  in  him,  pricked  up  his  ears,  and  assumed,  at 
his  own  accord,  a  more  lively  motion.  The  path 
which  the  animal  adopted  rather  turned  off  £rom  the 
courae  pursued  by  the  knight  during  the  day  s  hot  ai 
the  horse  seemed  confident  in  his  choice,  the  nd« 
abandoned  himself  to  his  discretion. 

He  was  justified  by  the  event  <  for  the  footpath  aoon 
after  appeared  a  Httie  wider  and  more  w<nm,  and  tha 
tinkle  of  a  small  bell  ^ve  the  knight  to  understand 
that  he  was  in  the  vicimty  of  some  chapel  or  herBntag& 

Accordingly,  he  soon  reached  an  opep  plat  of  tai< 
on  the  opposite  side  of  which,  a  rock,  naing  abrapth 
from  a  gently  sloping  plain,  offered  its  gray  and 
weatherbeaten  front  tjp  the  traveller.  Ivy  mantled 
ita  sides  in  some  places,  and  in  othera  oaks  and 
holly  bushes,  whose  roots  found  nourishment  in  tba 
clifis  of  the  crag,  waved  over  the  orecipioes  below,  Iflea 
the  plumage  or  the  warrior  over  hie  ateel  hdmet,  giv- 
ing grace  to  that  whose  chief  expression  waa  tenor 
At  the  bottom  of  the  rook,  and  leaning,  as  it  weMb 
against  it,  was  constructed  a  rude  hut,  built  chiefly 
of  the  trunka  of  trees  felled  in  the  neighbouring^  foiatt, 
and  secured  a^^ainat  the  weather  by  having  ita  crs- 
vices  stuffed  with  moss  minafed  with  clay.  The  atem 
of  a  young  fir-tree  lopped  ot  its  branches,  with  a  fieea 
of  wood  tied  across  near  the  top,  waa  planted  n^mgfat 
by  the  door,  as  a  rude  emblem  of  the  holy  croaa.  At 
a  little  distance  on  the  ris^t  hand,  a  fountain  <^  the 
purest  water  trickled  out  of  the  rock,  and  waa  receivad 
m  a  hollow  stone,  which  labour  had  formed  into  a 
rustic  basin.  Escaping  from  thence,  the  stream  mar- 
mured  down  the  descent  by  a  channel  which  its  course 
had  long  worn,  and  eo  wandered  through  the  Itula 
plain  to  lose  itself  in  the  neighbouring  wood.  —  -^ 
\  Beside  this  fountain  were  the  mine  of  a  very  small 
chapel,  of  which  the  roof  had  partiy  fallen  in.  Hm 
building,  when  entire,  had  never  been  above  aizce«i 
feet  long  by  twelve  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  rooC  k)w 
in  proportion,  reated  upon  four  concentric  frehst 
which  sprung  from  the  four  comers  of  the  bnildinA 
each  supported  upon  a  short  and  heavypillar.  The  iwf 
of  two  of  these  arches  remained,  thov^  the  roof  bad 
fallen  down  betwixt  them ;  over  theothcre  it  remained 
entire.  The  entrance  to  this  ancient  place  of  devoooo 
was  under  a  very  low  round  arch,  oreamented  by 
several  courses  of^  that  zig-zag  moulding^  resembGnp 
sharii's  teeth,  which  appears  so  often  m  the  moif 
ancient  Saxon  architecture.  A  bdfiry  rose  above  lh< 
poreh  on  four  email  pillars,  within  which  hcmg  tlM 
green  and  weatherbeaten  bell,  the  feeble  aotmds  ol 
which  had  been  some  time  before  beard  by  the  Black 
Knight 

The  whole  peaeefVd  and  quiet  scene  lay  gumraerin^ 
in  twilight  before  the  eyes  of  the  trevdler,  ^ving  hiis 
good  assurance  of  lodging  for  the  n^nt }  smoe  it  was 
a  special  duty  of  those  nemuta  1^0  dwelt  in  ta« 
wooos.  to  exercise  nospitality  towaras  Denigntoc  01 
bewildered  passengers. 

Accordingly,  the  icnignt  I00K  no  traie  to  ooncdet 
minutely  tne  parucuiara  wmen  we  nave  aetaaeC  boi 
inanamg  Saint  Julian  (the  patron  of  traveuera)  wn0 
had  sent  nun  gooa  narooorage,  ne  teapeo  from  nii 
horae  ana  aseaacd  the  aoor  <d  the  hermitage  wim  tnt 
butt  of  01a  janoe.  m  oraer  to  arouse  attention  ana  gani 
admittanoa. 
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It  was  some  tuns  before  he  obMined  any  aatwer, 
and  the  reply,  whe^  made;  was  unpropitious. 

"Pass  on.  whosoever  thou  art,"  was  the  answer 
even  by  a  deep  hoarse  voice  from  within  the  hut, 
"and  disturb  not  the  servant  of  God  and  St  Dunstan 
m  his  ewerans  devotions." 

"  WortJiy  father,"  answered  the  knight,  "here  is  a 
poor  wanderer  bewildered  in  these  woods,  who  gives 
tbee ,  the  opportunity  of  ezerdaing  thy  charity  and 
hsspttahty." 

**  Good  brother,"  replied  the  innabitant  of  the  her- 
DHtage,  **  It  has  pleased  Our  Lady  and  St.  Dunstan  to 
desune  me  for  the  object  of  those  virtues,  instead  of 
the  exercise  thereof  I  have  no  provisions  here  which 
even  a  dog  would  share  with  me,  and  a  horse  of  any 
lenaemess  of  nurture  would  despise  my  couch— pass 
thexefore  on  thy  way,  and  God  speed  thee." 

**But  hew,"  repfaed  the  knight,  "is  it  possible  for 
me  to  find  my  way  through  such  a  wood  as  {bis,  when 
darkness  is  cominf^  onT I  pray  you,  reverend  father, 
as  yon  are  a  Christian,  to  imdo  your  door,  and  at  least 
point  out  to  me  my  road." 

"And  I  pray  tou,  mod  Chrisrian  brother^*  replied 
the  anchorite,  ^to  disturb  me  no  more.  You  have 
already  interrupted  one  pater,  two  aves,  and  a  credo, 
which  I,  miserable  sinner  that  I  am,  should,  according 
to  my  vow,  have  said  before  moonrise." 

"The  road— the  road  I"  vociferated  the  knight "  give 
me  directions  for  the  road,  if  I  am  to  expect  no  more 
fifom  thee." 

"The  road,"  replied  the  hermit,  "is  easy  to  hit. 
Hie  path  from  the  wood  leads  to  a  morass,  and  from 
thence  to  a  ford,  which,  as  the  rains  have  abated,  may 
now  be  passable.  When  thou  hast  crossed  the  ford, 
thou  wilt  take  care  of  thy  footing  up  the  left  bank,  as 
it  is  somewhat  precipitous ;  and  the  path,  which  hangs 
over  the  river,  has  latelv,  as  I  learn,  Uor  1  seldom  leave 
the  duties  of  my  chapel,)  given  way  in  sundry  places, 

then  wilt  then  keep  straight  forward" 

"A  broken  path— a  precipice— a  ford,  and  a  mo- 
rass!" said  the  knight,  interrupting  him,—"  Sir  Her- 
mit, if^you  were  the  holiest  that  ever  wore  beard  or 
told  bead,  you  shall  scarce  prevail  on  me  to  hold  this 
road  to-night.  I  tell  thee,  that  thou,  who  livest  by 
the  charity  of  the  country— ill  deserved,  as  1  doubt  it 
is—hast  no  right  to  refuse  shelter  to  the  wayfarer 
^nen  in  distress.  Either  open  the  door  quickly,  or, 
by  the  rood,  I  will  beat  it  down  and  make  entry  for 
nvself." 

.  Friend  wayfarer,"  replied  the  hermit,  "be  not 
importunate;  if  thou  puttest  me  to  use  the  carnal 
weapon  in  nunc  own  defence,  it  will  be  e'en  the  worse 
for  you." 

At  this  moment  a  distant  noihe  of  barking  and 
growling,  which  the  traveller  had  for  some  time 
beard,  became  extremely  loud  and  furious,  and  made 
toe  knight  suppose  that  the  hermit  alarmed  by  his 
threat  or  making  forcible  entry,  bad  called  the  dogs 
who  made  this  clamour  to  aid  him  in  his  defence,  out 
of  some  iimer  recess  in  which  they  had  been  kennelled. 
Incensed  at  this  preparation  on  the  hermit's  part  for 
making  good  his  inhospitable  purpose,  the  knight 
struck  the  door  so  furiously  with  his  foot,  that  posts 
as  well  as  staples  shook  with  violence. 

The  anchonte,  not  carina  again  to  expose  his  door 
to  a  similar  shock,  now  called  out  aloud,  "  Patience, 
patience— spare  thy  strength,  good  traveller,  and  I 
^fill  presently  undo  the  door,  though,  it  may  be,  ray 
doJM  90  will  be  little  to  thy  pleasure. 

Tne  door  accordingly  was  opened ;  and  the  hermit. 
a  large,  strong-built  man,  in  his  sackcloth  gown  and 
aood.  girt  with  a  rope  of  nishe&  stood  before  the 
{^nignt  He  had  in  the  one  hand  a  lighted  torch^or 
uDk,  and  in  the  other  a  baton  of  crab-tree,  so  thick 
and  heavy,  that  it  might  well  be  termed  a  club.  Two 
larise  shaggy  dogs,  half  greyhound  half  mastii!^  stood 
^y  to  rush  upon  the  traveller  as  soon  as  die  door 
^utd  be  opened.  But  when  the  torch  glanced  upon 
uie  lofty  crest  and  golden  spurs  of  the  knight,  who 
■iood  without,  the  hehmt.  ahermg  probably  his  ori- 
9nal  intentions^  repressed  the  rage  of  his  auxiliaries, 
^0,  changing;  his  tone  to  a  sort  of  churlish  courtesy, 
javited  the  knight  to  enter  his  hut,  making  excuse  for 
ma  unwillingness  ta  .ipen  his  lodge  after  sunset,  by 
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allcipnc  the  multitude  of  robbers  and  outlaws  wb« 
wera  mbroad^  Bnd  who  gave  no  hotioor  to  Our  Ludf 
or  St.  Dun^tBii,  ^or  to  uioac  holy  mvn  who  epant 
life  in  thdr  service. 

"  The  poverty  of  your  ccllt  good  father,**  snjd  th# 
knight  looking  around  him,  und  seeing  nothing  kit  a 
beH  of  leavfR,  af^rucilix  ruf^ety  carved  in  oak,  a  miaeel, 
wiih  II  roLigh-hi?wn  table  and  two  stoolai,  and  one  or 
two  chimsy  articl««  of  funiiturc--"  Lhe  pov<:riy  of  your' 
cell  shonld  seeiTT  a  suffident  deft-nce  agaiiiEt  uny  risk 
of  thioveSj  not  to  mention  the  aid  of  twa  truety  d(igs^ 
Ian.-,  and  fiiroTiff  enon^jh,  I  think,  to  pull  down  a  atast 
anH  i>f  foiiTst'  to  maEcli  with  niofii  men." 

'*Thij  eood  keeper  of  the  forcei,"  fiaid  the  hentiit, 
*  hath  nitowed  me  the  uMof  these  animals,  to  protect 
my  s*il(tt]dt^  ^mtil  the  umm  shall  mtnd" 

Having  aaid  this,  he  fixed  his  torch  in  a  tainted 
brant  h  of  iron  which  itervefl  for  a  candlrstick ;  ond^ 
phirin^  the  oakftn  trivet  before  the  emht  ra  of  the 
nrr  'ivTiirh  he  refreshed  with  some  dr>'  tvdoiI,  he  platt-d. 
a  erool  upon  one  side  of  the  table,  and  beekoned  to  ihe . 
knight  to  do  the  same  upon  the  other. 

They  sat  down,  and  gazed  with  great  gravity  at  each 
other,  each  thinking  in  his  heart  that  be  had  seldom 
seen  a  stronger  or  more  athletic  figure  than  was  placed 
opposite  to  nim. 

"Reverend  hermit"  said  the  knight,  after  lookmg 
long  and  fixedly  at  his  host,  "  were  it  not  to  interrupt 
your  devout  meditations,  I  would  pray  to  know  three 
things  of  your  holitiess ;  first,  where  I  am  to  put  my 
horse?— secondly,  what  I  can  have  for  supper 'J— 
thirdly,  where  1  am  to  take  up  my  couch  for  the 
mghtr 

^I  win  reply  to  you,"  said  the  hermit,  "with  my 
finger,  it  bemg  against  my  rule  to  speak  by  words 
where  signs  can  ansvrer  the  purpose."  So  saying,  be 
pointed  successively  to  two  corners  of  the  hut.  "Your 
stable,"  said  he,  "^is  there— your  bed  there;  and," 
reaching  down  a  platter  with  two  handfuls  ff  parched 
pease  upon  it  from  the  neighbouring  shelf,  and  placing 
it  upon  the  table,  he  added,  "your  supper  is  here." 

The  knight  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  leaving  the 
hut.  brought  in  his  horse,  (which  in  the  interim  he 
baa  fastened  to  a  tree,)  unsaddled  him  with  much 
attention,  and  spread  upon  the  steed's  weary  back  his 
own  mantle.  • 

The  hermit  was  apparently  somewhat  moved  to 
compassion  by  the  anxiety  as  well  as  address  which 
the  stranger  displayed  ui  tending-  his  horse ;  for, 
muttering  something  about  provender  left  for  the 
keeper's  palfrey,  he  dragged  out  of  a  recess  a  bun- 
dle of  forage^  which  he  spread  before  the  knight's 
charger,  and  immediately  afterwards  shook  down  a 
quantity  of  dried  fern  in  the  comer  which  he  had 
assigned  for  the  rider's  conch.  The  knight  returned 
him  thanks  for  his  courtesy;  and,  this  duty  done,  both 
resumed  their  seats  by  the  table,  ¥rhereon  stood  the 
trencher  of  pease  placed  between  them.  The  hermit, 
after  a  long  grace,  which  had  once  been  Latin,  but  of 
which  origmal  language  few  traces  remained,  except- 
ing here  and  there  the  long  rolling  terrnhiation  of 
some  word  or  phrase,  set  example  to  his  guest,  by 
modestly  putting  into  a  very  large  mouth,  rurnished 
with  teeth  which  might  have  ranked  with  those  of  a 
boar  both  in  sharpness  and  whiteness^  some  three  at 
four  dried  pease,  a  miserable  grist  as  it  seemed  for  so 
large  and  able  a  mill 

The  knight,  in  order  to  follow  so  laudable  an  exam- 
ple, laid  aside  his  helmet,  his  corslet,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  armour,  and  showed  to  the  hermit  a  head 
thick-curled  with  yellow  hair,  high  features,  blue  eyes, 
remarkably  bright  and  sparkUng,  a  mouth  well  formed, 
having  an  upper  lip  clothed  with  mustaches  darker 
than  his  hau",  and  bearing  altogether  the  look  of  a 
bold,  daring,  and  enterprising  man,  with  which  hit 
strong  form  well  corresponded. 

The  hermit,  as  if  wishmg  to  answer  to  me  confi- 
dence of  his  guest,  threw  badt  his  cowl,  and  showed  a 
round  bullet  head  belonging  to  a  man  m  the  prmie  of 
life.  His  close-shaven  crown,  surrounded  by  a  cncie 
of  stiff  curled  black  hair,  had  sdmething  the  appear- 
ance of  a  parish  pinfold  begirt  by  its  high  hedge.  Tlie 
features  expressed  nothing  of  monastic  austerity,  or  of 
ascetic  privations;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  bold  bluff 
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counttnancc,  with  broad  blnck  eyebrows,  a  well- 
turned  f<>rcliead,  and  cht^-ks  as  round  and  vcrmUion 
as  tlio.^f.'  of  n  trumpeter,  fmm  which  descended  a lonjs; 
auil  <!i:rlv  black  bt-anl.  Such  a  visa;;e,  joined  to  thio 
bri  wny  lorni  of  the  holy  man,  fipoke  rather  of  sirloins 
and  haiinehos,  than  of  oens^e  and  pulse.  This  incun- 
pniity  di-i  not  cac-apc  the  mjest.  After  he  had  with 
great  dirtirulty  aoromplislu.d  the  mnstiration  of  a 
luoutliful  (if  the  dried  pease,  he  found  it  absolutely 
neeossary  to  refiuesl  his  T>iyu8  entertainer  to  furnisn 
bim  vvith  somcli'juor;  wlio  replied  to  his  retiuest  by 
placinj;  Ujf.>re  him  a  large  can  of  the  purest  water  from 
the  fountain. 
"It  id  from  the  well  of  St.  Dun.««tan,"  .eaid  he,  "in 


which  was  coixccaled  w^th  great  care  a/id  some  inge* 
nuity.  Out  of  the  recesses  of  a  dark  closft,  into  whuji 
(his  aj)i:'rturc  gave  admittance,  he  brought  a  langi 
pasty,  baked  in  a  pewter  platter  of  unusual  dinica- 
i^ions.  This  mighty  dish  he  placed  before  his  ;;ueit, 
wbo^  usini;?  his  poniard  to  cut  it  open,  lost  no  time  in 
making  hi'mselr  acquainted  with  its  contents. 

"  How  lon^  is  it  since  the  good  keeper  has  be«n 
hero  ?"  said  the  knight  to  his  host,  after  having  i^wal- 
tovy'L-d  BcvtTnl  hasty  morsels  of  this  reiiiforcemLUi  h) 
the  hermit's  good  ehe(  r. 
"About  two  inontlis,'*  answered  the  father  hn«tjj5 
"By  the  true  Lord,"  answered  the  kniseht,  "rvrrj 
thing  in  your  hermitage  is  miraculous,  Uolv  CKrk,! 


which,  betwi.Yt  sun  and  sun.  he  baptized  five  hundred  {  for  I  would  have  been  9 worn  that  tlie  fut  buL-k  wliidh 
heathen  D:in.?8  and  15ri tuns— blessed  be  his  name T' 1  funiishcd  this  venison  had  bc-cn  running  011  fool 
And  applyin::  his  black  beard  to  the  pitcher,  he  look  a    within  the  wtek." 

draught  much  more  moderate  in  quantity  than  his  The  hermit  was  somewhat  discountenanced  by  thii 
enconiinia  seemed  to  warrant.  observation;    and,  moreover,  he, made  but  a  poor 

"It  .<tiems  to  me,  Rverend  father,"  said  the  knight,  [  fi;nire  while  gazing  on  the  diminution  of  the  pastv.on 
"  that  the  rimall  morsels  which  you  eat,  together  with  1  which  his  giie.'tt  was  making  de^^crate  inruaJ^;  I 
this  holy,  but  siimewhat  thin  bevenige,  have  thriven  \  warfare  in  which  liis  previous  profession  uf  ab:<tiot:Doe 
with  you  marvellou.slj'.    You  appear  a  man  more  fit    '  ""  ' "  .  ^    •      •_ 

to  win  the  ram  at  a  wrestling  match,  or  the  ring  at  a 
bout  at  ijuarter-staff,  or  the  bucklers  at  a  sword-ulay, 
than  to  finwr  out  your  time  in  this  desolate  wiLler- 
nf.ss,  saving  masses,  and  hving  ujion  parched  pease 
and  cold  wattr." 

"  Sir  Knight,"  answered  the  hermit,  "your  thoughts, 
like  tho?e  of  the  ignorant  laitv,  are  according  to  the 
fle-sh.  If  has  pleased  Our  Laiiy  and  niy  patron  saint 
\o  bless  the  pittance  to  which  I  restrain  mynelf.  even 
as  the  pulse  and  water  was  blesstd  to  the  children 
Shadrach.  Meshech,  and  Abedm-go,  who  drank  the 
same  rather  than  defile  themselves  with  the  wine 
and  meats  which  were  apiwinted  them  by  the  King  of 
the  Saracrns." 

"Holy  Father,"  said  the  knight,  "upon  whose 
oountcuanro  it  hath  pU;ase<l  Heaven  to  work  such  a 
mirar-le,  permit  a  sinful  layman  to  crave  thy  name?" 

"Thou  mayst  cull  me,"  answered  the  herniit,  "the 
Clerk  of  Copiryinhurst,  for  sf>  1  am  termed  in  thes*' 
parts— They  acid,  it  is  tnie,  flie  ei»ithet  holy,  but  I  stind 
not  upon  that,  as  Ix'in:;  unworthy  of  such  mlihtion.— 
And  now,  valiant  knight,  may  I  pray  ye  for  the  name 
of  mv  honourable  truest  ?" 

"Truly,"  said  the  knight,  "  Holv  Clerk  of  Cojiman- 
hurst,  men  call  me  in  thcsi?  parts  tlie  Black  Knight,— 
many,  sir,  add  to  it  the  eoithet  of  Sluggard,  whereby  I 
am  no  way  ambitious  to  oe  distinKuisiietl." 

The  hermit  could  scarcely  forbear  from  smiling  at 


his  guest's  reply. 

"I  see,"  said  he,  "Sir  Slusgish  Knight,  that  thou 
art  a  manof  pmdenceand  of  coun8i?l;  and  moreover, 
I  see  that  my  poor  monastic  fan;  likes  thee  not,  accus- 
tomed, perhaps,  as  thou  hast  been,,  to  the  license  of 
courts  and  ot camps,  and  the  luxuries  of  cities;  and 
now  I  bethink  me.  Sir  Sluggard,  that  when  the  chari- 
Xsxhli'  keep(rr  of  this  fon;st-walk  left  these  dogs  for  my 
protection,  and  also  those  bundles  of  forage,  he  left 
me  also  sinn^food,  which,  being  unfit  for  my  use,  the 
\vry  recf>lIeeiion  of  it  had  escaped  me  amid  my  more 
weiL'hty  meditations." 

*I  danr  be  sworn  he  did  so,"  said  the  knight;  "I 
was  convince*!  that  there  was  hitter  fix)d  in  the  cell 
Holy  Clerk,  since  you  first  doffed  your  cowl.— Your 
ki'eper  is  tvcr  n  jovial  f  How;  and  nono  who  beheld 
thy  grinders  contending  with  thc.«»e  pease,  and  thy 
throat  fioodiKl  with  this  ungenial  elcm^  nt,  could  see 
th«  e  '!o.Mn«;il  to  such  horsi;-provender  and  horse-beve- 
raw,"  dioiniing  tr)  the  provisions  uix>n  the  tabl»\) 
"and  n:rriin  from  mending  thy  cheer.  Lot  us  sec  the 
keeper's  liounty,  therefori'.  without  delay." 

The  hermit  cast  a  wisifd  look  upon  the  knight,  in 
which  them  wa.s  a  sort  of  comic  expression  of  hesita- 
tion, as  if  uni.v.rtain  how  far  he  should  act  prudently  in 
trusting  his  guest.  There  was.  however,  as  much  of 
brild  frankness  in  the  knight's  countenance  as  was  po.s- 
Sihle  to  ii-  expp  sik-d  by  f'-aiun  s.  His  smile,  too,  had 
Bonn.'thi.'is  in  it  im:sistibly  comic,  and  wave  an  nssur- 
uce  oflalrh  and  loyally^  with  which  Lis  host  could 
ill  refrain  from  sympathizing. 
''''ficr  rY'7/;i/igfng  a  imitc  glance  or  two,  the  hermit 
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left  him  no  prcie.vt  for  joining. 

"I  liave  bt.<»n  in  Palestine,  Sir  Clerk,"  said  tht 
knight,  stopping  short  of  a  sudden,  "ana  I  bethink 
me  u  is  a  cu.stom  there  that  every  host  whocntvrL'iiiii 
a  guest  shall  assure  him  of  the  whohsomemssof  hu 
food,  by  partaking  of  it  along  with  him.  Fur  be  it 
from  me  to  susuect  so  holy  a  man  of  aught  inhospi- 
table: nevertheless  I  will  bo  highly  bound  to  joa 
would  you  conifily  with  this  E^astt-rn  custom." 

"  To  ease  your  unnecessary  scruples.  Sir  Knight^  I 
wiU  for  once  depart  from  my  rule,"  iti-plied  thelwrnuL 
And  as  there  were  no  forks  in  thoficuays,  hisclutdiei 
were  in.«tantly  in  the  bowels  of  the  pasty. 

The  ice  of  ceremony  b.'ing  once  broken,  it  seemed 
matter  of  rivalrv' between  the  guest  and  the  ti:ier- 
tainer  which  should  display  the  best  appetite;  aad 
although  the  former  had  pr(»bably  fasted  fongesi,  >■«• 
the  hermit  fairly  surpa.«sed  him. 

"Holy  Clerk."  said  the  knisht,  when  his  IiunM 
was  ai)poased,  I  would  page  my  gooil  horsc  yonoe! 
against  a  ztcchin,  that  that  same  honest  ketri-iTto 
whom  we  arc  obliged  for  the  venison  has  K-fi  thcf  t 
stoup  of  wine,  or  a  nmlet  of  canar>',  or  some  such 
trifle,  by  way  of  ally  to  llrs  noble  pasty.  This  wivjli 
be  a  circumstance,  doubtless,  totally  unworthy  I6 
ilwell  in  the  memory  of  so  rigid  an  anchorite;  yet, I 
think,  were  yi)u  to  stiarch  yonder  crj-pt  once  monk 
you  would  find  that  I  am  right  in  my  conjecture.". 

The  hermit  only  replied  oy  a  grin ;  and  returniac 
to  the  hutch,  he  produced  a  leathern  bottle,  whicn 
rni-jht  contain  alxtut  four  quarts.  He  als^)  hroiu^ 
forth  two  largo  drinking  cups,  made  out  of  tlie  bom 
of  the  urns,  and  hooped  with  silver.  Having  madi 
this  goodly  provision  for  washing  diwn  the  suppo^ 
he  seemea  to  think  no  farther  ceremonious  scnipfa 
necessary  on  his  part ;  but  filling  both  cups,  and  s^ 
ing^  in  the  Saxon  fashion,  "  IVacs  hacl^  Sir  Slui-fgifll 
Knight !"  he  emptied  his  own  at  a  draught. 

"Drink  had,  Holy  Clerk  of  Copmanhurst !"•!»■ 
9wered  the  warrior,  and  did  his  host  reason  in  aEJni- 
lar  brimmer. 

"Holy  Ckrk."  said  the  strancer,  after  the  fir?taw 
was  thus  .swallowvd.  "I  cannot  but  marvel  that  t 
man  possessi.-d  of  such  thews  and  sinews  as  thitx^ 
and  who  therewithal  shows  the  tahnt  of  so  g^o-Jj)'! 
troncher-maii,  should  think  of  abi<iingby  hiinsLU  a 
rhis  wilderness.  In  my  judgment,  you  are  fi:tff  W 
k(f  p  a  castle  or  a  fort,  eating  of  the  fat  and  draking 
of  tlie  strong,  than  t>)  live  here  upon  pulse  anl  wat-i; 
or  even  upon  the  charity  of  the  ke^^^er.  At  !"35t, 
were  I  as  thou,  I  should  find  myself  both  di.-;^'rt 
und  plenty  out  of  the  king's  deer.  Tbtre  is  many  1 
goodly  herd  in  these  forests,  and  a  buck  will  nT\?r 
tie  mi'isi-d  that  goes  to  the  use  of  Saint  Dunsian'i 
chaplain." 

''Sir  Sluggish  Knight"  replied  the  Clerk,  "ih.?!€ 
are  dangerous  words,  anl  I  pray  vou  to  forliear  thfi. 
I  am  true  lurmit  to  the  king  and  laW|  and  were  I  u 
9j>jil  my  liege's  game.  I  should  be  snre  of  the  pri*>3j 
and,  an  my  gown  saved  me  not,  were  in  some  perl 
of  hanging  " 


io  tlie  fur tlior  aide  of  the  hut,  and  opened  aV\uic\  ^    "  KiivetUxclfiSB^  were  I  as  thou."  said  the  kinghl 
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*f  would  take  my  WA  by  morali^  wfaea  fotMt- 
en  and  keepers  were  warm  in'  bedt  and  ever  and 
afKm,--tt8  1  pattered  myprayen,--!  would  let  fly  a 
shaft  am<xig  the  herds  of  dim  deer  that  feed  in  the 
gladee— Resolve  me,  Holy  Clerk,  hast  thou  never 
practised  such  a  pastime  T 

"  Fnend  Slaagard,"  answered  the  hermit,  "  thos 
hast  seen  all  mat  can*  concern  thee  of  my  bouse- 
keeping^  and  something  mors  than  he  deserves  who 
takes  up  his  quarters  t)y  violence.  Oiedit  me,  it  is 
bttter  to  enjoy  the  gqpd  which  God  sends  thee,  than 
to  be  impertmently  curious  how  it  comes.  Ful  thy 
cop,  and  welcome ;  and  do  not,  I  pray  thee,  by  fur- 
ther impertinent  inquiries,  put  me  to  show  that  thou 
coaldst  hardly  have  made  eood  thy  lodging  had  I 
been  earnest  to  oppose  thee. 

"  By  my  faith,"  said  the  knight,  "  thou  makest  me 
mors  onrioos  than  ever!  Thou  art  the  most  myste- 
rious hermit  I  ever  met ;  and  I  will  know  more  of 
thee  ere  we  part  As  for  thy  threats,  know,  holy 
mm.  thou  speakest  to  one  whose  trade  k  is  to  find 
out  danger  wherever  it  is  to  be  met  with." 

**  Sir  Sluggish  Knight,  I  drink  to  thee,"  said  the 
hermit;  "respecting  thy  vabur  much,  but  deeming 
wondrous  slightly  or  thy  discretion.  If  thou  vwlt  take 
eqaal  arms  with  me,  I  will  give  thee,  in  all  friendship 
and  brotherly  love,  such  sumcrng  penance  and  com- 
plete absolution,  that  thou  shalt  not  for  the  next 
twelve  months  sin  the  sin  of  excess  of  curiosity." 

The  knight  pledged  him,  and  desired  him  to  name 
his  weapons. 

"There  is  none,"  replied  the  hermit,  "from  the 
idtsors  of  Delflah  and  the  tenpenny  nail  of  Jael,  to 
the  scimetar  of  Gk)liath,  at  which  I  am  not  a  match 
for  thee— But,  if  I  am  to  make  the  dection,  what 
sayst  thou,  g<M)d  friend,  to  these  trinkets?" 
'  Thus  speaking,  he  opened  another  hutdi,  and  took 
oat  from  it  a  couple  of  broadswords  and  bucklers, 
such  as  were  used  bv  the  yeomanry  of  the  period 
The  knight,  who  watched  his  motions,  observed  that 
this  second  place  of  concealment  was  furnished  with 
two  or  three  good  long-bows,  a  cross-bow,  a  bundle 
of  bolts  for  me  latter,  and  half-a-dozen  sheaves  of 
arrows  for  the  former.  A  harp,  and  other  matters  of 
a  very  uncanonical  appearance,  were  also  visible 
when  this  dark  recess  was  opened. 

"I  promise  thee,  brother  Clerk,"  said  he,  "I  will 
•  ask  thee  no  more  offensive  questions.  The  contents 
of  that  cupboard  are  an  answer  to  all  my  inquiries ; 
and  I  see«  weapon  there"  (here  he  stooped  and  took 
OHt  the  hm)  "on  which  I  veould  more  gladly  prove 
my  skill  with  thee,  than  at  the  sword  and  buckler." 

^*I  hope,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  hermit,  *'  thou  hast 
given  no  good  reason  for  thy  surname  of  the  Slug- 
mrd.  I  do  promise  thee  I  suspect  thee  ^vously. 
Neverthelesa,  tnon  art  my  guest,  and  I  will  not  put 
thy  manhood  to  the  proof  vrithout  thine  own  free 
wdl.  Sit  thee  down,  then,  and  fill  thy  cup;  let  us 
drink,  sing,  and  be  merry.  If  thou  knowest  ever  a 
good  lay,  thou  riialt  be  welcome  to  a  nook  of  pasty 
5J  Gopmanhnrst  so  long  as  I  serve  the  chapei  of  St, 
Dunstan,  which,  please  God,  shaU  be  till  I  change 
my  gray  covering^  for  one  of  green  turf.  But  come, 
ffll  a  flagon,  for  it  will  crave  some  time  to  tune  the 
hatp  i  and  naught  pitches  the  voice  and  sharpens  the 
wr  Hke  a  cup  of  wine.  For  my  part.  I  love  to  feel 
Jbe  grape  at  my  very  flnger^nds  before  they  make 
we  harp-strings  tinkle."* 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

At  ere,  within  jron  itadiout  nook, 
I  ope  mr  brasa-enibotaed  book, 
Portrayed  with  many  a  holjr  deed 

I  Ormartjrra  crowned  with  heavenly  toMd  s 

Then,  as  my  taper  waxes  dim, 
Chant,  ere  I  deep,  m j  meafored  hymn. 

'  4  »'  •  * 

Who  Iml  woirid  efttt  hi*  pomp  aurtjr, 

To  take  my  ittirand  amioeirar, 

▲ad  to  the  wor)d'«  tamidtuooa  itaca 

Prefer  the  peaceful  HsiuiiTAGa.  'Wjjrtan. 

.  NoTwrmeTANDiNo  the  prescription  of  the  >^nial 

komit,  with  which  his  guest  willins^y  comphed,  he 

'tn  IttAT  Wnata^^-'ASi  nadtn,  liewevir  aURbtly  ao* 


foimd  it  no  tsasy  matter  to  bring  the  harp  to  har- 
mony, s 

"Methinks^  holy  fiafher,"  said  he,  "  the  instrument 
wantd  one  string,  and  the  rest  have  been  somewhat 
misused." 

•Ay,  maik'trt  thou  that,"  replied  the  hermit;  "that 
shows  thee  a  master  of  ^e  craft,  wine  and  wassail," 
he  added,  gravely  casting  up  his  eyea— "  all  the  fault 
of  wine  and  wassail  I— rtokl  Allan-a-Dale.  the  nor- 
thern minstrel  that  he  would  damage  the  barp  iif  he 
touched  it  an6r  the  seventh  cup,  but  he  would  not  be 
controlled— Friend,  I  drink  to  thy  succesaftd  perform- 
ance." 

So  saying,  he  took  off  his  cup  with  much  gravity, 
at  the  same  time  shaking  his  head  at  the  intemper- 
ance of  the  Scottish  harper. 

The  knight,  m  the  mean  time,  had  brought  the 
strings  into  some  order,  and  after  a  short  prelude, 
asked  his  host  whether  he  would  choose  a  nrvente 
in  the  language  of  oc,  or  a  lai  in  the  language  of  cmi, 
or  a  virelaLor  a  ballad  in  the  vulgar  English.* 

"  A  battad,  a  ballad,"  said  the  hermit,  ^  against  aQ 
the  pee  and  aula  of  France.  Downright  English  am 
L  Sir  Knight,  and  downright  Eng^i^  was  my  patron 
St.  Dimstan.  and  scorned  oc  and  out,  as  he  would 
have  scorned  the  parings  of  the  devil's  hoof-— down- 
light  English  alone  shall  be  song  in  this  cell." 
^*I  win  assay,  then,"  said  the-kni^t,  "a  ballad  ' 
composed  by  a  Saxon  dee-man^  whom  I  knew  in 
HolyLand.'^ 

It  speedily  appeared,  that  if  the  knight  was  not  a 
complete  master  of  the  minstrel  art,  his  taste  for  it 
had  at  least  been  cultivated  under  the  best  instructera. 
Art  had  taught  him  to  soften  t^ie  fatilts  of  a  voice  which 
had  little  compass,  and  was  naturally  rough  rather 
than  mellow,  and.  m  short,  had  done  all  that  culture 
can  do  in  supplymg  natural  deficiencies.  His  per- 
formance, therefore,  might  have  been  termed  very 
respectable  by  abler  judges  than  the  hermit,  especially 
as  the  knight  threw  into  the  notes  now  a  degree  of 
spirit,  and  now  of  plaintive  enthusiasm,  which  gave 
force  and  eneigy  to  the  verses  which  he  sung. 

THE  CBUSADBr's  UBTUBN, 

High  deed9  achiered  ofkni^tly  feme,  | 

From  Palei tine  the  champion  came  ;  i 

The  erosff  uppn  hit  Rhonidera  borne, 

Battle  and  blast  had  dimm'd  and  torn. 

Each  dint  upon  hi*  batter'd  dhield 

Was  token  of  a  ftmrhten  fleld  { 

And  thuii  beneath  hii  lady'i  bower, 

He  rang,  aa  fell  the  twilight  hour '."  t 

"  Joy  to  the  fhir  i— thy  knight  behold, 

Retum'd  fnm  yonder  land  of  gold  ; 

No  wealth  he  bringa,  nor  wealth  can  need. 

Save  his  good  arms  and  battle-tteed ; 

Hii  tpOTi,  to  dash  againat  a  fbe,  / 

Hii  lance  and  swonfto  lay  him  low; 

Such  all  the  troiihies  of  his  toil, 

Such^-and  die  hope  of  Tekla's  mile  I 

8.  . 

"Joytothafkirl  whose  oooatsnt  knight 
Her  favour  fired  to  ttttM  of  roi^t ; 
Unnoted  shal  1  «he  not  remain. 
Where  meet  the  bright  and  noble  train ;  « 

Minstrel  shall  sing  and  herald  tell— 
'  Mark  yonder  maid  of  beauty  well, 
•Tit  she  fbr  whose  bright  eyea  waa  won 
The  listed  field  at  Aikalon  i 

" '  Note  well  her  smile  i-it  edged  the  blade 
Which  fifty  wivet  to  widows  made, 
When,  vain  his  strength  and  Mahoucd'a  apell, 
Iconium's  tnrban'd  Soldan  fell.  / 

qoalnted  with  black  letter,  nnnt  recognise  in  the  Clerk  of  Oop* 
manhorat,  Friar  Tuck,  the  buxom  Confessor  of  Robin  Hood'a 
gang,  the  Curtal  Friar  of  Fountain's  Abbey. 

*  The  realm  of  France,  it  ie  well  known,  waf  divided  betwixt 
the  Norman  and  Teutonic  race,  who  spoke  the  languafe  la 
which  the  word  Yes  is  pronounced  as  oid,  and  tht»  inhabitants 
of  the  sontbem  regions,  whose  speech  bearing  some  affinity  to 
the  Italian,  proooonced  the  same  word  se.  The  poets  of  the  ft>r- 
mer  race  werS  called  MiiutnU.  and  their  poena  Lajar  those  of 
the  latter  were  temwd  Trvaoorfowt.  and  their  oomnositions 
called  sineiaet,  and  other  names.  Rienard,  a  professed  admine 
of  the  joyous  science  in  all  iu  branches,  could  imitate  either 
Uie  mimrtral  or  Iraubadoar.  It  is  less  likely  that  he  should  havo 
been  able  to  compose  or  shig  an  English  ballad ;  yet  so  rove^ 
do  we  wish  to  assimilate  Hun  of  the  Lion  Heart  to  the  band  ol 
warriors  whom  he  led,  that  the  anachronism,  if  there  M  cot. 
■MTiMdUybafoitlvn. 


lYANHOE. 


[Chap.  ZVDL 


Rkm  (Ikmi  hiyr  Incln.  whow  nuiny  glow 

H-iirrihowii,  linir^liadeii,  her  lUTk  of  snow) 

TMiniM  nut  of  llu'in  oiiu  poliii-a  tliruwl, 

But  fur  itj  Mke  a  Pay  nun  bled.' 
§. 

"Joy  m  t\\v  Tairr— my  name  unknown, 

Knr.h  ik'tMi.  nnd  nil  its  pmine  tliino  uwo ; 

Tlii'ii  «ih !  unbar  thiii  rhurii»li  gate, 

Th«  ni;ht  lU'w  (h\\*.  thi>  hour  i«  late. 

Inumd  to  Hyria'it  iplowinfr  bruath. 

I  (vii\  the  ni>rtli  brecm  chill  &■  death  ; 

I^-i  ^rmtefui  line  liuull  maiden  ^liome. 

And  :;ranl  hiiu  bU**  whti  bnnfi  thee  ftme.** 
DiiHii;;  this  pt rformnnco,  tlu;  htTiiiit  dcmuancd  him- 
Bt-lf  iiiufh  like  n  lirsi-ratc  criri«  of  the  pivsenl  tlay  at 
a  new  oiK-rti.  Hv  rtttlincH-i  back  upon  hit*  scat,  with 
his  oyi.s  linll'  shut ;  now  foliiin^  hia  hands  and  twist- 
in;j;  nis  rimnihs,  he*  scH.'tiic(l  uI>8orbfd  in  attention, 
■lid  anon,  i>alandni;  his  cxfiandcd  palms,  ho  gently 
flounsiiiil  (lieiii  in  linic  to  the  music.  At  ono  or  two 
favour! t(.' cndi'iicuH,  he  thnw  in  a  Uttlo  assistanco  of 
Ilia  own,  wht-rc  tlu-  knight's  voice  ncmcd  unable  to 
ciinv  tin*  air  so  hii;h  as  hix  worshipful  laate  appro  veil. 
Wht^n  the  R<jn^  was  endei),  thu  nnchorilccmpluilicuily 
declared  it  n  :;ood  ohl\  and  well  sung. 

"And  \i'i,''  siiid  he,  "1  iliink  my  Saxon  conntry- 
men  h.-ul  htnieti  lonp:  cnou;;li  with  the  IVpnnans.  to 
fall  m to  till'  toneof  tneir  nii.lancholy  ditties.  What 
took  (ho  honest  knight  from  home  7  or  what  could  he 
expect  but  to  find  his  mistrnsii  afireeably  en^ai^l 
with  a  rival  on  his  n  turn,  and  his  wrcnaile,  as  they 
call  it,  a«  littl».*  n-L'ardcil  as  the  raterwauling  of  a  rat 
in  the  ^uit^r?  S'cvrrthcU'iin,  Sir  Kiii^^ht,  I  drink 
this  cup  to  ihce,  to  the  success  of  all  true  lovers— I 
fear  you  are  none.''  ho  addetl,  on  observing;  that  the 
knij^h;  (whose  brain  bt^s^an  to  he  hrated  with  these 
repeaiL-i  draughts)  qualified  his  Aa^on  from  the  water 
pitchi-r. 

"Wiiy,"  Raid  iho  kniiiht,  "did  you  not  tell  nic  that 
this  water  wno  from  the  well  of  your  blessed  patron, 
St.  DunMan  ?" 

"  .\y,  tnilv."  sairl  tlie  hermit,  "  and  many  a  hundred 
of  pai^aii**  ibd  he  baptize  there,  but  I  never  hearvl  that 
he  drank  niiy  of  it.  Every  tlunt;  Khould  be  put  to  its 
pnM»»r  UH'  in  this  worlrl.  St.  Duni^tan  knew,  as  well 
as  any  *'no,  the  prenvjatives  of  a  iovinl  friar. 

And  Ml  .»«ayin;:.  he  rcaehetl  the  hari).  and  enter- 
tained his  tfiK'st  with  the  following  characteristic 
B*mi:.  to  a  sort  of  derr)'-down  chorus,  appropriate  to 
an  old  Kn^lish  ditty.* 

THE  BABEPOOTED  FRIAB. 

1. 

Ml  fire  thiv».  eood  fMIow.  n  tu(>l\'"month  or  twain. 
To  M'nrrli  Kiiri)|>H  tlir«Hi::h.  Trom  Kyraniiuin  to  tfpiiin ; 
Rut  ni*'i-r  «!r<i|  you  find.  'Iioulil  yoii  f'.-nrcii  bll  you  Uic, 
S^i  hai'iiy  a  inau  a»  tlio  Biircrfioii.'ii  Friar. 

Your  knirlit  Air  hii«  hdf  pricks  forth  in  rawer. 

And  I-  Srii'.i;.')):  homo  ati>^-pn  **me  pnrk'd  throoph  with  a  spear ; 

I  ronfi-x.  Iiiui  in  li-i^tf-for  liiii  Imly  <te<<in*ji 

No  cuiufurt  on  earth  lavc  the  Barufooled  FTiar'i. 

SL 
Your  monnrrh?-Pa)iBW  1  manr  a  prinre  liaii  bren  known 
To  b.ir*>-r  hi«  roboii  for  our  r'»wl  and  ouffown, 
Rdt  uhii'h  of  114  isVr  frit  the  idb*  do^ire 
To  exriiaii^'u  furacruwn  Uio  graf  hood  ofa  Friar  I 

4. 
The  Frnr  !ia«  wnlk'd  out,  and  whcrpW  he  hax  {tme. 
The  huil  imd  it«  fntnr^*  m  niark'd  for  hin  own  ; 
He  r\u  ruam  Mii-ri>hi-  li<t*.  ii«»riii  jitop  whi*n  lie  tirei. 
Fur  e»-:ry  mari'M  Uuuk:  ik  lh-.>  Ibirefootcd  Friar's. 

5. 
Ko'p  eirv'rtrd  at  noon,  and  no  wi^t  till  he  romei 
Maypriifnne  fhn  t'rr.ir  rbnir,  or  the  porridee  of  pluma; 
r«tr  thi»  !M-t  i»f  ihi'  rlioiT.  and  tbowat  by  the  fire, 
Is  tlw  uiidetiivd  ncrht  of  tite  Barefooted  Fnar. 

«. 
He'*  ^W'crtrd  at  ni»ht.  and  the  pnitj-'n  made  hoi, 
Tliey  brcMicli  the  brown  ale.  and  Uiey  fill  the  !dack  pot. 
And  thu  ffiMiiiwife  Hoidi'  wi#h  thu  roodmnn  in  llie  mire, 
Etc  ho  lack  •  I  a  soft  pillow,  the  ilamfooled  Fnar. 

7. 
I^oar  flflurinh  the  mndal.  the  rord.  and  the  eopa, 
T1i«  drend  of  the  dovil  and  trust  of  the  Pofte; 
For  to  f ether  liff's  rAsi>i.  un<rathpd  by  the  briar, 
b  fraat*.-d  alone  to  liic  Barefooted  Friar. 

*  It  mar  b''  proprr  to  remind  the  reader,  thil  the  ehoruR  of 

"tkHTy  r/oHH"  I*  Mj'rNMwd  to  he  a«  nnrient,  not  only  aji  the 

*'"-iw  itffiir  ttffttiircny,  bulBM  thorny  of  the  Hmids.  and  to  luive 

9Mhed  tho  ehonu  to  tlie  hymnn  of  tlwuie  ireuc    ' 

■  tJber  Nneat  to  Urn  wood  to  calher  — 't*IiTit» 


"By  my  troth,**  raid  the  knight,  *'thou  hast  aoff 
wcH  and  lustily,  and  in  hieh  praise  of  thine  order. 
And  talking  of  the  devil,  Holy  Clerk,  are  you  noc 
afraid  that  he  may  pay  yoti  a  visit  during  some  of 
your  uncanonical  j)a8times  Y* 

'*I  uncanonical!"  answered  the  hermit:  "I  loorn 
the  charge— I  scorn  it  vi-ith  my  heels!— I  serve  the 
duty  of  my  chapel  duly  and  truly— Two  masses  daily, 
morning  and  evening,  primes^  noons  aiid  vopen, 
art*,  credoa^  paters" 

*'Kxceplins  moonlight  nights,  when  the  venisoa 
is  in  seapon,    said  his  guest 

^'Except is  fxcipienait,^-  replied  the  hermit,  "is 
our  old  abbot  taught  nic  to  My,  when  impertinent 
laymen  should  ask  me  if  I  kept  every  punctilio  of 
mine  order." 

"True,  holy  father,"  said  the  knight;  "but  th« 

devil  is  apt  to  keep  an  eve  on  such  cxc<Dtions;  ht 

I  goes  about,  thou  knowest,  like  a  roaring  lion.*' 

!     "  Let  him  mar  here  if  he  darea."  said  the  fnar;  "t 

'  touch  of  my  cord  will  maKe  him  ruar  as  loud  as  the 

'';  tongft  of  St.  Dunstan  himself  did.    I  never  feared 

i  man,  and  I  as  little  fear  the  devil  and  his  imps.  Saiiit 

\  Dunstan,  Saint  Dubric.  Saint  Winibald.  Samt  Wini- 

fre<l,   Saint  Swibert,  Saint  Willick,  not  fotiiettinf 

Saint  Thomas  a  Kent,  and  my  own  poor  merits  to 

speed,  I  defy  every  devil  of  theiii,  come  cut  and  long 

tail.— But  to  let  you  into  a  secret,  I  never  speak  upon 

such  subjects,  my  friend,  untd  after  morning  vemen." 

He  chamred  the  conversation:  fast  and  nirioia 
grew  the  mirth  ftf  the  parties  and  many  a  song  wu 
exchanged  Initwixl  them,  when  their  revels  were  in- 
terrupted by  a  loud  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  he^ 
mita^e. 

The  occasion  of  this  intemiption  wo  can  only  ei- 
plain  by  n-summg  the  adventures  of  another  lel  d 
our  characters ;  for.  like  old  .\riosto.  wo  do  not  pique 
ourselves  ui)on  continuing  uniformly  to  keep  oon 
pany  with  any  one  personage  of  our  drama. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

AwBjt  our  jonmej  licii  thmurh  dell  and  dinele. 
Where  thf  blit)H>  nwn  t ri nit  by  itd  timid  mother, 
Where  the  bnwd  oak,  with  intcrreptinvbouKhf, 
ChfxiuorH  the  ranbt-am  intheCTiN-nnward  alley— 
ITp  and  nwiiF  '■  -f>ir  lot-eljr  patlin  an*  iheie 
To  tread,  whon  the  c!ad  Sun  m  on  hi«  throne: 
I>>«K  pleaMint.  and  leM  «afe,  when  (*>-nthii'«  lamp 
With  doubtful  ciimmer  lights  the  dreary  foenta. 

Eurlek  PemL 

Whfn  Cedric  the  Saxon  saw  his  pon  droD  dovt 
senseless  in  the  lists  at  Ashby,  his  first  impnlse  mu 
to  order  him  into  the  custody  nnd  care  oi  his  own 
attendants,  but  the  words  choaked  in  his  throat.  Ha 
could  not  bring  himself  to  acknowledge,  in  preseoot 
of  such  an  assembly,  the  son  whom  he  Mad  renoiinoed 
and  disinherited.  He  uniererl,  however,  Oswald  to 
krt-p  an  eye  upon  him ;  and  liirt-ctcd  that  officer,  with 
two  of  his  serfs,  to  con\ie>'  Ivanhoe  to  Ashhy  as  sooa 
as  the  crowd  had  dispersed.  Oswald,  howtver.  «it 
anticipated  in  this  good  office.  The  crowd  dijiKTSsi 
indeefl,  but  the  knight  was  nowhere  to  be  seen. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Cedric'scup-bt^arer  looked  areund 
for  his  young  master— he  saw  the  bloody  ivoi  M 
which  he  had  laU'ly  sunk  down,  but  himself  ne  nv 
no  lonirer;  it  seemed  as  if  the  fairies  had  conveyvl 
him  from  the  spot.  Perhaps  Oswald  (for  the  Ssxooi 
wer*'  Very  8Ui»eratitious)  might  have  adopted  sort 
such  hyjiothtsi*!,  to  n<-count  for  Ivanhoe's  disappea^ 
anro.  had  he  not  suddenly  cast  his  eye  uj>rtn  a  perwi 
attintl  like  a  squire,  in  whom  he  recogniMij  the  ics- 
tun's  of  his  fellow-servant  Gurth.  _  Anxious  connern- 
ing  hi.s  master's  fate,  and  m  despair  at  his  sodden  di»- 
nppi>nrance,  the  translated  swine-herd  m'as  searching 
for  him  every  where,  and  had  neglected,  in  doing  w, 
the  concealment  on  which  his  own  safety  depeiidHL 
Oswald  detMued  it  his  duty  to  secure  Gurth,  as  a  fi- 
giti  vf  of  whose  fate  his  master  was  to  iudae. 

Renewing  his  inquiries  concerning  the  fate  of 
Ivanhoe.  thf  only  information  which  the  ciip-beaicr 
couM  collect  from  the  bystanders  was,  that  the  knisfal 
had  been  rniftyd  with  care  by  certain  well-attind 
groom«s  and  placed  in  a  litter  belonging  to  a  lidy 
I  amoiiK  ibb  vpec^Mnft,  'WtkX^^ad  uamflduiciy  tiani' 


ttiifi  tnteUigence,  resohed  to  return  to  bia  nuMter  fior 
fimiier  imtnictions.  carryitig  along  with  him  Ghmfat 
whom  he  conaidered  in  aome  aort  aa  a  deserter  from 
ihe  aervioe  of  Cedtic 

The  Saxon  had  been  under  vwj  intenae  and  ago- 
ntniig  apprehenaionB  eonceming  hia  aon  t  for  Nature 
had  aaeerted  her  rights,  in  apite  of  thepatriotic  aloi- 
dam  which  laboured  to  dieown  -her.  But  no  aooner 
was  he  informed  that  iTanhoe  waa  in  carefol,  and 
probablF  in  friendly  hand&  than  the  paternal  anzietjr 
which  had  been  excited  by  the  dubiety  of  hia  fiUe. 
gave  way  anew  to  the  feeling  of  injured  pride  and 
reaenlment,  at  what  he  termed  Wilired'a  nlial  diao- 
bedienoe.  ^  Let  him  wander  hia  way,"  aaid  he~^'  let 
tiioee  leech  hia  wounds  for  whose  sake  he  enoountered 
them.  He  is  fitter  to  do  the  juggling  trieka  of  the 
Norman  chivalry  than  to  maintain  the  £une  and  ho- 
Kour  of  hia  English  ancestry  with  the  ^aive  and 
bruwn-bill,  the  good  old  weapons  of  hia  country." 

^If  to  maintain  the  honour  of  anoeatry."  aaid 
Rowena,  who  waa  present,  ^*  it  ia  sufficient  to  be  wiae 
in  council  and  brave  in  execution*-U>  be  boldest 
among  the  bold,  and  genileat  among  the  gantle,  I 
know  no  voice,  save  hia  father'a" 

"Be  ailent,  Lady  Rowena !•— on  thia  aubject  only  I 
hear  you  not.  Prepare  youraelf  for  the  Prince'a  feati- 
val :  we  have  been  summoned  thither  with  iinwonted 
circumstance  of  honour  and  of  oourteay,  auch  as  the 
hanshty  Normana  have  rarely  uaed  to  our  race  ainoe 
the  fatal  day  of  Haatinss.  Thither  will  I  go,  vrere  it 
only  to  ahow  theee  proud  Normana  how  little  the  fiite 
of  a  Ron,  who  couki  defeat  their  br«veat,  can  afiect  a 
Saxon.^ 

"  Thither,"  aaid  Rowena,  "do  I  hot  go ;  and  I  pray 
fan  to  beware,  lest  what  you  mean  for  courage  and 
eonstanc3r,  shall  be  accounted  hardness  of  heart" 

"Remain  at  home,  then,  un^teful  lady,"  answered 
Cedric ;  "  thine  is  the  hard  heart,  which  can  aaorifiee 
the  weal  of  an  oppressed  people  to  an  idle  and  unau- 
thorized attachment.  I  aeek  the  noble  Athelatane, 
and  with  him  attend  the  banquet  of  John  of  Anjou." 

He  went  accordingly  to  the  banquet,  of  which  we 
have  already  mentioneid  the  principal  eventa.  Imme- 
diately isfton  retiring  from  the  caatle,  the  Saxon 
thanea,  with  their  attendanta,  took  horse ;  and  it  was 
during  the  bustle  which  attended  their  doing  so,  that 
Cednc,  for  the  firat  tima  caat  hia  eyes  upon  the  de- 
serter Gurth.  The  noble  Saxon  had  returned  from 
the  banquet,  aa  we  have  seen,  in  no  verv  placid  hu- 
Bumr,  and  wanted  but  a  pretext  for  wreeiking  hia  an- 
ger upon  aome  one.  "The  gyveal"  he  aaid,  "the 
gyvesi— OswaW— Hundibert!— DojM  and  villaina!— 
wfav  leave  ye  the  knave  unfettered  T* 

without  daring  to  remonstrate,  the  companiona  of 
Chmh  bound  him  with  a  halter,  as  the  reaidiest  cord 
which  occurred.  He  submitted  to  the  operation  with- 
out remonstrance,  except  that  darting  a  reproachfiil 
wok  at  hia  master,  he  said^  '^This  cornea  of  loving 
four  fleeh  and  blood  better  than  mine  owil 

"To  hors^  and  forward  V  aaid  Cedric 
'     It  ia  indeed  full  time,"  aaid  the  noble  Athelatane; 
"■foritf  we  ride  not  the  Daateiir  the  worthy  Abbot  Wal- 
weoff^s  preparationa  for  a  rere-aupper*  will  be  alu>- 
Setherapoilel" 

The  travelRra,  however,  uaed  auch  apeed  aa  to 
reach  the  convent  of  St  withold's  before  the  appre- 
hended evil  tooA  place.  The  Abbot,  himaelf  of  ancient 
Saion  descent  received  the  noble  Saxona  with  the 
Ptpftiae  and  exuberant  hoapHolity  of  their  nation, 
wherein  they  indulged  to  a  late,  or  rather  an  early 
hoar;  nor  did  they  take  leave  of  their  reverend  boat 
we  next  morning  until  they  had  aharad  with  him  a 
aumptooui  refecuon. 


to  a  aoperaiitiotta  observance  of  omena,  and  to  wfaoae 
•Ptnkms  can  be  traced  moat  of  thoae  nodona  upon 
*i^  aubjeeta,  still  to  be  found  among  our  popular 
ioiiiuitiea.     For  the  Normana  being  a  mixed  laee, 

*  A  rer»-fRimier  wu  a  nicht-moal,  and  aeimtiiiMa  i Ignited  a 
••nation,  which  was  given  at  a  late  hoar,  altor  IhakagalarMp- 
^*iadBaiaitoappMraiMa.  uT. 


and  bettor  mftimad  aoMtdawtoihe'tafiBtfinatiQii  of 
the  tunea,  had  kiat  moat  of  the  auperatitioua  prejn* 
dioea  which  their  anceetorahad  brought  from  Soandi* 
navia,  and  piqued  themaeivea  upon  thinking  freely  on 
aoch  lopica. 

In  the  preaent  inatance,  the  apprehension  of  inn 
pending  evil  waa  uispired  by  no  leaa  reapeotable  a 
prophet  than  a  bige  lean  black  dog,  which,  aitting 
upnwit,  howled  moat  piteoualy  aa  the  foremost  riders 
ml  the  gate,  and  preaently  afterwarda,  barking  wildly, 
and  Jumping  to  and  fro,  aeemed  bent  upon  attaching 
itaelf  to  the  party. 

"I  like  not  that  muaiq.  father  Cedric,"  aaid  Athel- 
atane: for  by  thia  title  ot  reapect  he  waa  aocuatomad 
to  addreaa  him. 

"Nor  I  either,  uncle."  aaid  Wamba;  "I greatly  fear 
we  shaH  ham  to  pay  the  piper." 

"  In  my  mind,"^  aaid  Athelatane,  upon  whoae  mem- 
ory the  Abbot'a  good  ale  (for  Burton  waa  already 
faraoua  for  that  genial  liquor)  had  made  a  favourable 
impraaaion,— "  in  my  mind  we  had  better  turn  back, 
and  abide  with  the  Abbot  until  the  afternoon.  It  ia 
unhicky  to  travel  where  your  path  .ia  crossed  by  a 
monk,  a  hare,  or  a  howling  dog,  until  you  have  eaten 
your  next  meaL" 

"Awayl"  aaki  Cedric,  impatiently:  *the  day  la 
already  too  abort  for  our  journey.  For  the  d(M;,  I 
know  it  to  be  the  cur  of  the  runaway  slave  Gurth,  a 
uaeleaa  fugitive  like  ita  maater." 

So  aaymg,  and  riang  at  the  same  time  in  his  stv- 
rups,  imnationt  at  the  interruptk>n  of  hiajoumey,  he 
launched  hia  javeUn  at  poor  Fangs— for  Fanga  it  wai^ 
who,  having  traced  hia  maater  thua  far  upon  hia  atolen 
expedition  nad  here  loat  him,  and  was  now,  in  hia 
uncouth  way,  rejoicing  at  hia  reappearance.  The  ja- 
velin inflicted  a  wound  upon  the  animal'a  ahoulder. 
and  narrowly  miaeed  pinning  him  to  tne  earth  s  and 
Fanga  fled  howling  from  the  preaence  of  the  enraged 
thane.  Gurth'a  heart  awdleu  withm  him ;  for  he  felt 
thia  meditated  slaughter  of  hia  faithful  adherent  in  a 
degree  much  deeper  than  the  harrii  treatment  he  had 
himaelf  received.  Having  in  vain  attempted  to  raise 
his  hand  to  hia  eyea,  he  said  to  Wamba,  who^  aeeing 
his  maater'^  ill  humour,  had  prudently  retreated  to  the 
rear,  "  I  pray  thee,  do  roe  thekindneaa  to  viripjB  my  eyea 
with  the  surt  of  thy  mantle:  the  duat  dtTends  roe, 
mnd  theae  bonda  will  not  let  me  help  myaelf  one  way 
or  another.'  • 

Wamba  did  him  the  aerviee  he  required,  and  thcjv 
rode  aide  by  aide  for  aome  time,  during  wmch  Gurth 
maintained  a  moody  ailence.  At^length  he  could 
rcpreaa  hia  feelinga  no  longer. 

"  Friend  Wamba,"  aaicThe.  "of  all  those  who  are 
foob  enough  to  serve  Cedric,  thou  alone  haat  dexterity 
enough  to  make  thy  folly  acceptable  to  him.  Go  to 
him,  therefore,  and  tell  mm  that  neither  for  love  nor 
fear  will  Gurth  serve  him  longer.  He  may  strike  the 
head  from  me—he  may  acourge  me— be  may  load  me 
with  irona— but  henceiorth  he  ahall  never  compel  me 
either  to  love  or  to  obey  him.  Go  to  him,  then,  and 
tell  him  that  Gurth  this  aon  of  Beowulph  •renouncea 
hia  aervioe." 

"  A--i.'i-f[lv."  siaifJ  Wambo*  ''fool  lis  I  v^m,  I  shall 
ni[}ii\o  /oil  r  iixi\ '  9  errand .  CWric  h  a  ifa  anoihtr  jnyeJiu 
attack  iJL  hismnllei  and  Uiou  kaoweet  he  does  not 
alwnvs  nii&fl  his  mark." 

"  I  care  not,"  replied  Gurth,  *^how  soon  be  make* 
a  mark  of  me,  V  cttprday  he  lijft  WILfreil,  ruy  young 
n^Ptf>r,  m  km  blood,  Ti>day  bo  has  &  in  veil  t^  km 
heforo  my  face  ihe  OEily  oiber  Irving  cre*uiTe  thy  t  ever 
ahovbi^i  mc  kindrit^^B^  Hy  St,  Edmunds  St  DuasUtit 
St.  Witliold^  .Sr,  Edwnni  tbo  ConJpKKJr,  and  eatery 
other  SiixoQ  saini  in  ih«  fftlendar,"  (for  Ctsdric  Wjver 
aw^iTti  by  nny  that  wjis  not  <5f  Bnxan  Jmenge,  and  all 
hiB  boim^hold  hiui  ihe  mma  JimiLu]  dcfVUtiun,)  ^  I  will 
never  fiorgive  him  1" 

"  To  my  thinking  now,"  eaid  the  Jester,  who  waa 
fireqnently  wont  to  act  aa  peaoe-raaker  in  the  familvi 
»*  our  maater  did  not  propoae  to  hurt  Fanga,  but  only 
to  afiright  him.  For,  if  you  observed,  he  rose  m  hia 
atimpa,  aa  tlmaby  raeaningto  overcast  the  mark ;  and 
80  he  wouki  have  done,  but  Fanga  happening  to  bonnd 
up  at  the  fenr  moment^  received  a  acratch,  which 
I  will  be  bound  to  heal  with  a  penny'a  breadth  oftac* 
82* 
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"  If  I  ihouffht  PO,"  Raid  Giirth— "  if  I  could  bnt  |  females  who  havo  been  trained  up  to  obedience  and 
think  so— brii  no— I  saw  the  javflin  was  well  aimed—  I  subjection,  are"  not  infrequently  opt  to  diq)ute  the  au* 
I  hi.'nni  it  whi/z  thrxuiLrii  the  air  with  nil  the  wruthful !  thoritv  of  guardians  and  paix-utrt.  Tlie  opinion^wliich 
malcvoN.iiCf  nf  him  wlm  ciisi  it,  and  itquivcrcii  after 
i:  li:j!.i  ;.iii'.hcil  m  the  irrtnind,  as  if  with  n;gT>!t  for 
ii:ivin:;  inij<Hi'd  irs  mai-k.     By  the  hog  dear  to  St. 


inij<Hi'd  irs  mai-k. 
Anthony,  I  nfiiuiinrn  him  !' 
And  ihi?  in-.iiirnant  swinehnnl  resumed  his  sullen 


she  felt  Pironi?!)',  she  avowt;d  boldly:    and  Cuinc, 
who  could  not  Irec  himself  from  his  habitual  dtiVr- 


erencc  to  her  ripiiiiuiifi,  ft.ilt  totally  at  a  loea  huw  to 
enforce  his  authority  uf  guaniian. 

.__ .^ It  was  in  vain  that  ho  attempted  to  dazzle  her  witk 

f<i1('n•^^  whii^li  no  eliorts  of  the  Jester  could  again    the  pro!?pcet  of  a  visi(mar\'  throne.    Uowi-na.  who 
indiH'O  him  t»»liri.'nk.  '  possessH  stronar  8en."*e,  neithireonsiderLti  lii.-iilanai 


int - 

Miviii  wIuIj  tA-drio  and  Athelstano,  the  leaders  of 
th'.'  fr  'op,  i:iinvcrs.(|  mc,''  iIi^t  on  the  srateof  the  land, 
on  thi;  >li«<:»'  iisii.Misof  ilie  "jyal  fiimilv,  on  the  feuds 
and  i|ii.irr«v«»  nm<mn  the  Mornian  noble-?,  and  on  the 
ch.un.i'  '.viiii:!!  till  ri;  wns  flint  flu-  Mpprosscd  Saxons 
mi;jlit  !»;■  :il»le  to  free  ihcms^lves  from  the  yoke  of  the 
N(JniJi;is  or  at  If.ist  to  elevate  themselves  into 
natioiiiil  eoiiS'tiaonce  and  inrlependena',  durin;;  the 
civil  cwnvulsiurH  whii'h  w:re  likely  to«npuo. '  Oh  this 
suhjeet  t.v-.lne  wns  all  animation.  Thi-  n-.-^turation  of 
t!i"j  irui.'o.'Mil.Mure  o|  hi-<  nice  w:is  the  idol  of  his  heart, 
to  w.iii:li  I",  hnd  willin'.'ly  ^neriliced  domestic  hapni- 
n/sis  .ind  ti'i ;  intiTe^ts  of  hn  own  son.  Ihit,  in  nnler 
to  a'-liii'Vt'  ilii:*  ami  revolution  in  favour  of  the 
ivirivu'  I-n^li-l;  'l  wa^  n!"^r*!.-:jry  that  they  should  be 
united  iimi»ri;4  fhernsi-lve:*.  and  jicl  undi;r  an  acktiow- 
le<i.^eil  he  ul.  Tile  m  ec><ity  of  chimsin:?  llieir  chief 
froin  rho  S.ixon  hlooil-r-)yrd  was  not  only  evident  in 


I  possesi . ^  . 

'  practinible,  nor  as  de^irahle,  80  far  as  she  wu*>  cuo- 
cerne<l,  couhi  it  have  Inxn  achieved.  Wuhni.t  a^ 
temptin:r  to  conceal  lur  avowe<l  prefennee  ul  Wiiind 
of  Ivanhoe,  she  (h-chired  that,  wt  re  that  fu\»ui«d 
kniL'ht  out  of  «|Ue^tion,  fAvi  would  rath  r  take  re- 
fuse in  a  convent,  than  share  a  lit  rone  with  Aliuj* 
Htane.  whom,  hn>in|(  always  despised,  .<lie  now  be 
t^an  on  aecotuit  of  tiie  trouble  she  received  ua  lai 
account,  thoroughly  to  dett-st. 

Nevertheless,  rulric,  whow;  opinion  of  wom*:n'i 
constancy  was  fur  from  strong,  iH:rsi.-ted  in  Uning 
every  means  m  his  \y^\vcT  to  brinir  about  tlio  pro* 
po«»ed match,  in  whi»h  he  conctrivid  he  wasreiidtrinj 
an  impiirtant  service  to  thi'.  Saxon  cause.  The  cuO' 
den  niirl  mmaniic  ap^^earance  of  his  son  in  the  li^H 
at  Anhhw  he  had  Just k'  regarded  asaimusi  a  do-ithi 
blow  f o  his  hope."*, 
had  for  an  instant 


JHfis  patern.'il  nfJleiiou  it  L<i  ini& 
ained  the  victory  over  pri<j<^  aoJ 


it^itif,  bni  !i:i>l  lie>  n  madi-a  fttinnn  condition  bythow> '  jiairiotism;  but  botn  had  returned  in  full  force,  and 
wh<j:n  Ce-lrie  hail  intni«*teil  with  hisstcrel  plans  and  undi-r  their  joint  opinilion.  he  was  now  bent  -.ipon 
hop".-<.  .Athi'l.'itanc  had  this  quality  at  U;ast;  and  ■  makini;  a  determined  etli ml  for  the  union  of  AthcUaoe 
thoiiL'h  he  h. id  few  miMit.'d  ai''>(iiiipli<(liinents  or  talents  !  and  Rowena,  together  with  expetlitinf4  those  utlicT 
to  ncomineiid  him  n?  a  Ifn/ler.  he  had  still  a  coxily  .  measures  w!ii(;h  *.'eme«l  n«'ccs.?:iry  to  forward  tlic  k** 
p'TSJu,  WIS  no  coward,  h;id  be<fi  aecu.*toriied  to  mar-  j  toratinm>f  Saxon  nnh  pi.iideni-c. 
tialcxer."!><'«',  and  stt?m«d  willin'.r  totleii-rto  theadvioo  '  On  this  last  subject,  he  was  now  laliourin?  w.'Ji 
of  coim-«!hrs  more  wi''.'  than  himself.     Above  all,     •-'    •  .       -.      .  i      •  ^ 


he  was  known  to  hi;  li!>'-nd  anrj  hos|ii'able,  and  be 
lieveil  to  b::  L'ood-natund.  Rut  wiiritever  pretensions 
Athi'Niinv  harl  to  becousiilen.'d  as  head  of  the  Saxon 
coiifpti'Tiey,  ni'iny  of  tliat  nnrjon  were  disrK)st'<l  to 
prcf'T  to  Ills  tht.'  title  of  the  La<ly  Ilowma,  who  dn^w 
/iiT  rl.:"<eerit  from  Alfrrd,  and  wliiise  father  havin'j' 
be<n  a  eh:ef  ronowiu*  I  f«ir  wisduni,  courage,  and 
gri-fiepHity.  his  meun^ry  was  highly  honoured  by  his 
oppressed  ponrrymen. 

it  woMid  have  bci-n  no  diffieult  thin.^  for  Ccdric, 
hail  h-  li'i  :i  *•»  di**|)0*jed,  t:)  have  placi'd  liimsrjf  nl 
the  head  of  a  third  party,  as  f.)rMii(lable  at  least  as 
any  of  the.  others.  To  ('Miinn  rhalance  their  royal 
desn.  'It.  he  iiad  ciMiraue,  aiitixTty.  ent-ri^v,  and  al)ove 
all,  that  dev.U:il  aftaehnii'iit  tt)  the  rausfj  whit'h  had 
procured  him  i!i«!  epithet  of  The  Saxos,  and  his  birth 
wa«*  intirior  f<)  none,  exeeptinir  only  that  of  Alhehlane 
and  h'?  ward.  ThesiMmaliiies,  howev.-r.  wer..*  unal- 
loyed !iy  the  sliijhtest  shade  of  selli<hness;  and,  !n- 
J«ti?a:l  of' (lividinL;  yi  I  farther  hi»Wfaketud  nation  by 
form-n.?  a  faetiim  of  his  own,  it  was  a  lending  iiart  of 
C'edrie's  p'an'fo  .■xlinLfiiish  jiiat  whi<"h  already  existeii 
by  pr-jnioiinir  a  mama;?:-  betwixt  R«iwcnaand  Atlul- 
Bfnn<».  An  o^.'faele  oeeurrL-d  to  thi.^  his  favourite  pro- 
ject, i:i  the  mutual  alfachmcnt  of  his  wnnl  anrl  his 
S'jn  :  and  herir.-c  the  original  cause  of  the  banishment 
of  WiiiVed  from  the  housi*  of  his  father. 

This  ftcrn  tneasare  (-ulric  had  ad<ipted,  in  hopes 
that,  dirinc?  Wilfred's  absiiieo,  Rowena  mmht  refin- 
qu:«li  li'.T  pr'feri  nee,  but  in  this  hope  he  was  disap- 
point- i  :  a  disappttintment  which  mi^htbc  attributed 
HI  i»art  to  the  mode  in  which  his  wanl   had  been 
cdneate'l.    (-(jdric,  to  whom  the  name  of  Alfrwl  was 
as  that  of  a  deity,  had  treat/.il  the  sole  remaining  scion 
of  that  '.^ri.'at  monarch  with  a  degree  of  observance, 
f ueh  as.  perhnps,  was  in  those  days  scarce  paid  to  an 
acknowledy[ed  princes»«.    llowena's  will  had  been  in 
BJtnost  ah  ra^tfs  a  law  to  his  household;  and  Cedric 
himself  n*«  if  determine«l  that  her  sovcn^iunty  should 
be  fullv  acknowledged  within  that  little  circle  at  least, 
i«ecmed  U)  take  a  pride  in  acting  as  the  first  of  her 
mibjwrts.    Thus  trained  in  the  exercise  not  only  of 
Ato  wj}},  hut  di'f^potic  authority,  Ilowena  was,  by  her 
previous  Ltlitrntion,  disposcil  both  to  resist  ana  tore- 
^nt  anv  nr tempt  to  control  her  ntfections,  or  f^ipo9e\  « 
ofhnrhrtnii  conimry  tn  hnr  inclinations,  andto  aasetvx « 
«cr  maepcndence  m  a  case  in  which  evea  \boae\ 


Athelstane,  not  without  having  reason,  evwy  iww 
and  then,  to  lament,  like  Uotspni',  thai  he  'thujul 
have  mo  veil  .snch  a  dish  of  skiniined  milk  to  so  ho- 
nourable an  actiiin.  Atlielstane,  it  is  true,  vas  voio 
enou:;h.  and  lnvid  to  have  hisiars  tickled  li'ithtilri 
of  his  hi:;h  deseent,  and  of  his  ri^hl  by  niln  ritaiirota 
honiaueaiid  .sov«ri  imity.  IJui  his  petty  vanity  was«rf> 
ficirnijy  gratified  by  recriving  this  homage  at  the  li.-indi 
of  his  iinmiHiiate  attendants,  and  of  the  Saxon.'iwat} 
approachiyl  him.  If  he  had  the  courage  to  encounter 
daiiL'<T.  he  nt  least  lia'ed  the  troulde  of  KoinatOiMk 
it :  and  wliiie  he  agreed  in  the  gejural  priiiei|»li  ?  laii 
(ii)wn  by  Cedric  concerning  the  claim  oi  the  Saxooi 
to  i;id  'pendenee.  and  was  siill  more  easily  couMiiced 
of  hisown  title  to  reiirnover  them  when  that  indi.peD* 
dence  sliould  he  attained,  yet  when  the  means  ut  a** 
serting  tin  s*t  ri-'hts  came  to  be  dlscusstd,  be  vas  still 
"Athelstane  the  Unrtady,"  slow,  irn'soiute,  pMcraa- 
finarin:;.  and  urn  nten)rising.  The  warm  amlinipai- 
si-in/fl  exhortatiiuis  of  Cedric  had  as  hltlc  etiecl  uytfi 
his  impansive  temjier.  as  red-hot  halls  aliizhlinu  ia 
thewatpr,  which  produce  a  little  £=ound  and  sawU 
and  an.'  instantly  extmguisluil. 

If,  leaving  this  task,  which  might  be  compart  10 
spurrim:  a  tired  jade,  or  to  ha nimenng  upon  cold  irao. 
Cedrie  fell  bark  to  his  wanl  Ri.>wf'nji,  he  rec<J*"ea 
little  mon;  satisfaction  fri>ui  conferring  with  her.  Fofi 
as  his  presence  interrupted  tiie  discourtio  betwK-n  (he 
ladvr  and  her  favourite  attendant  iir>un  the  gall»nifT 
anrl  fate  uf  Wilfnvl,  KImtha  failed  not  to  ruven'/e botil 
her  mistr-ess  and  herself,  by  recurring  to  the  oveilliro* 
of  Athelstane  in  the  libts,  the  most  disagreeablti  ■q|>' 
j(»ct  which  could  greet  the  ears  of  Ci.Hlric.  Ti>  Jhii 
sturrly  Saxon,  therefore,  the  dc/ajourn^y  wan frjtudit 
with  all  manner  of  displeasure  and  discomfort;*) 
that  he  more  than  once  intenially  cursed  tlie  luurtw- 
ment,  and  him  who  had  proclamic^  it,  together  with 
his  own  folly  in  ever  thinking  of  going  thither. 

At  n(xm,  upon  the  motion  of  Athelstanti,  the  trafri- 
Icrs  paused  in  a  woodland  shade  by  a  fountain,  to 
repose  their  horses  and  partake  of  some  provt^MAS, 
with  which  the  hosiu table  Abbot  had  loaded  a  siump- 
termule.  Their  repast  was  a  pretty  long  one:  an 
these  several  interruptions  ivnacrcHl  it  imitossibie  tor 
them  to  hope  to  reach  Rotherwood  without  travdbiS 
a\\  n\^\.,  TL  eQxvN\R\\ow  v;hich  iiiduoed  thein  to  prooen 
ou  vWvc  v:v4  \)l\.  ^  wvui^  V^&Vi  \>^!i^  >!o^  lacy  baa 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


A  train  xiTtniied  men,  10016  noble  dama 
Beeortinff.-(«o  their  •oatter'd  words  diioorer'd, 
Ac  anperceived  I  hnnc  upon  their  reacJ 
Are  doee  at  hand,  and  mean  to  past  the  night 
Witliin  the  castle. 

The  traTellere  had  now  reached  the  verge  of  the 
wooded  country,  and  were  about  to  plunge  into  its 
recesses,  held  dangerous  at  that  time  from  the  num- 
ber of  outlaws  wnom  oppression  and  poverty  had 
driven  to  despair,  and  who  occupied  the  forests  in 
such  large  bands  as  jcould  easily  bid  defiance  to  the 
feeble  pouce  of  the  period.  Prom  these  rovers,  how- 
ever, notwithstandmg  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  Ced- 
tic  arid  Athelstane  accounted  themselves  secure,  as 
they  had  in  attendance  ten  servants,  besides  Wamba 
and  Gurth,  whose  aid  could  not  be  counted  upon,  the 
one  beiru?  a  jester  and  the  other  a  captive.  It  may  be 
added,  that  m  travelling  thus  late  through  the  forest 
Cedric  and  Athelstane  reUed  on  their  descent  and 
character,  as  well  as  their  courage.  The  outlaws, 
whom  the  severity  of  the  forest  laws  had  reduced  to 
this  roving  and  desperate  mode  of  life,  were  chiefly 
peasants  and  yeomen  of  Saxon  descent,  and  were 
generally  supposed  to  respect  the  persons  and  property 
of  their  countrymen. 

As  the  travellers  journeyed  on  their  way,  they  were 
alarmed  by  repeated  cries  for  assistance ;  and  when 
they  rode  up  to  th|  place  from  whence  they  came, 
they  were  surprisea  to  find  a  horse- litter  plao^i  upon 
the  ground,  beside  which  sat  a  young  woman,  richly 
dressed  in  the  Jewish  fashion,  whue  an  old  man, 
whose  yellow  cap  proclaimed  him  to  belong  to  the 
same  nation,  walked  up  and  down  with  gestures  ex- 
pressive of  the  deepest  despair,  and  wrung  his  hands, 
as  if  affected  by  some  strange  disaster. 

To  the  inquiries  of  Athelstane,-  and  Cedric.  the  old 
Jew  could  for  some  time  only  answer  by  invoking  the 
protection  of  all  the  patriarchs  of  the  Old  Testament 
successively  against  the  sons  of  Ishmael,  who  were 
coming  to  smite  them,  hip  and  thigh,  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword.  When  he  began  to  come  to  himself 
out  of  this  agony  of  terror,  Isaac  of  York  (for  it  was 
our  old  friend)  was  at  length  able  to  explain,  that  he 
had  hired  a  body-guard  of  six  men  at  Ashby,  tosether 
with  mules  for  carrying  the  litter  of  a  sick  friend. 
This  party  had  underuken  to  escort  him  as  fhr  as 
Doncastar.  They  had  come  thus  far  in  safety ;  but 
having  received  infbrmation  from  a  wood-cutter  that 
there  was  a  strong  band  of  outlaws  lyin^  in  wait  in 
the  woods  before  them,  Isaac's  mercenaries  had  not 
only  taken  flight,  but  had  carried  off  with  them  the 
horaes  which  Dore  the  litter,  and  left  the  Jew  and  his 
daughter  without  the  means  either  of  defence  or  of 
retreat,  to  be  plundered,  and  probably  murdered,  by 
the  banditti,  wlio  they  expected  every  moment  would 
bring  down  upon  them.  "  Would  it  but  please  your 
valours,"  added  Isaac,  in  a  tone  of  deep  humiliatioti, 

**  to  permit  the  poor  Jews  to  travel  under  your  safe- 

ed,  I  swear  by  the  tables  of  our  law,  that  never 
favour  been  conferred  upon  a  child  of  Israel  since 
the  days  of  our  captivity,  which  shall  be  more  grate- 


iuUy  acknowledged." 

Ocub;  of  a  Jew !"  said  Athelstane,  who^  mem< 
WIS  oithat  petty  kind  which  stores  up  trifles  of  — 
Kinds,  but  particularhr  trifling  offences,  ''dost  not  re- 
memoer  how  thou  didst  beard  us  in  the  gallery  at  the 
tilt-yard  7  Fight  or  flee,  or  compound  with  the  out- 
laws as  thou  dost  hst,  ask  neither  aid  nor  company 
from  us ;  and  if  they  rob  only  such  as  the&  who  rob 
•11  the  world,  L  for  mine  own  share,  shall  bold  them 
tight  honest  iblk." 

Cedric  did  not  assent  to  the  severe  proposal  of  his 
epopanion.  **  We  shall  do  better,"  said  he,  "  to  leave 
them  two  of  our  attendants  and  two  horses  to  convey 
mem  back  to  the  next  village.  It  will  diminish  our 
ttreiwth  but  little ;  and  with  your  good  sword,  noble 
fihelatane,  and  the  aid  of  those  "who  remain,  it  will 
be  light  work  for  us  to  &co  twenty  of  ^ose  nma- 

,  Rowena,  somewhat  alarmed  by  die  mention  of  oot- 
uws  in  force,  and  so  near  them,  strongfy  seconded 
he  propoul  of  her  gnardisn.    But  Rebecca,  suddenly 


omtting  her  defteted  txwttire,  and  mAin^  her  w«r 
through  the  attendants  to  the  palfrey  of  me  Saaon 
lady,  knelt  down,  and,  after  the  Oriental  fiuhion  in 
addressmg  sup^ors,  kissed  the  hem  of  Rowemt's 
rarment.  Then  rising,  and  throwmg  back  her  veil, 
<me  implored  her  in  the  great  name  ofthe  Ood  whom 
they  both  worshipped,  and  by  that  revelation  of  the 
Law  upon  Mount  Smai,  in  which  they  both  believed, 
that  she  would  have  compassion  upon  them,  and  su^ 
fer  them  to  go  forward  under  their  safeguard.  "  It  is 
not  for  myself  that  I  pray  this  favour,"  said  Rebecca  t 

nor  IS  it  even  for  that  poor  old  man.  1  know^  that 
to  wrong  and  to  spoil  our  nation  is  a  light  fault,  if  not 
a  merit,  with  the  Christians  j  and  what  is  it  to  us 
whether  it  be  done  in  the  city,  in  the  desert,  or  in  tha 
field  1  But  it  is  ui  the  name  or  one  dear  to  many,  and 
dear  even  to  you,  that  I  beseech  you  to  let  this  sick 
person  be  transported  vrith  care  and  tenderness  under 
your  protection.  For,  if  evil'  chance  him,  the  kat 
moment  of  your  life  would  be  imbittered  with  regret 
for  denying  that  which  I  ask  of  you." 

TTie  noble  and  sojemn  air  with  which  Rebecca 
made  this  appeal,  gave  it  double  weight  with  the  fait 
Saxon. 

"  The  man  is  old  and  feeble,"  she  said  to  her  guai^ 
dian,  "the  maiden  voung  and  beauttfril,  their  friend 
sick  and  m  peril  of  his  lile— Jews  thoush  they  be.  ws 
cannot  as  Christians  leave  them  in  tbis  extremity. 
Let  them  unload  two  of  the  eumpter-mnles,  and  put 
the  baggage  behind  two  of  the  serfs.  The  moles  may 
transport  the  litter,  and  we  have  led  horses  for  the 
old  man  and  his  daughter." 

Cedric  readily  assented  to  what  she  proposed,  and 
Athelstane  only  added  the  condition,  **^that  they 
should  travel  in  the  rear  of  the  whole  party^  whero 
Wamba."  he  sak),  ''might  attend  them  ynih  bm 
shield  of  boar's  brawn." 

**  I  have  left  my  shield  in  the  tflt-yard,"  answered 
the  Jester,  '*  as  has  been  the  fate  of  many  a  better 
knight  than  myself." 

Athelstane  coloured  deeply,  for  such  had  been  his 
own  fate  on  the  last  day  of  the  tournament ;  while 
Rowena,  who  was  pleased  in  the  same  proporuon,  ae  ' 
if  tq  make  amends  for  the  brutal  jest  of  her  unfeel- 
ing suitor,  requested  Rebecca  to  ride  by  her  side. 

^  It  were  not  fit  I  should  do  so,"  answered  Re- 
becca, with  proud  humihty,  "Xvhere  my  society  m^t 
be  held  a  disgrace  to  my  protectress." 

By  this  time  the  change  of  baggage  was  hastik 
achieved ;  for  the  single  word  "  outlaws"  rendered 
every  one  sufficiently  alert,  and  the  approach  of  twi- 
light made  the  sound  yet  more  impressive.  Amid  the 
bustle,  Gurth  was  taken  from  horseback,  in  the 
course  of  which  removal  he  prevailed  upon  the  Jester 
to  slack  the  cord  with  which  his  arms  were  bound. 
It  was  so  negligently  refostsned,  perhaps  intentbn- 
allv,  on  the  part  or  Wamba.  that  Gurth  found  no 
di^culty  in  freeing  his  arms  altogether  from  bondage, 
and  then,  ghdii>g  mto  the  thicket,  he  made  his  escape 
from  the  party. 

The  bustle  had  been  considerable,  and  it  was  some 
time  before  Gurth  was  missed ;  for,  as  he  was  to  be 
placed  for  the  rest  of  the  journey  behind  a  servant, 
every  one  supposed  that  some  other  of  his  compan- 
ions had  hirn  under  his  custody,  and  when  it  began 
to  be  whispered  among  them  that  Gurth  had  acmally 
disappeared,  they  were  undei'  such  immediate  ex 
pectation  of  an  attack  from  the  outlaws,  that  it  wns 
not  held  convenient  to  pay  much  attention  to  the 
circumstance. 

The  path  upon  which  the  party  travelled  was  now 
so  narrow,  as  not  to  admit,  with  any  sort  of  conveni' 
ence,  above  two  iklers  abreast,  and  oegan  to  deseena 
into  a  dingle,  traversed  by  a  brook  whose  banks  were 
broken,  swampyi  and  overgrown  with  dwarf  wil 
lows.  Cedric  and  Athelstane.  who  were  at  the  head 
of  their  retintia  saw  the  risk  or  being  attacked  at  t^ 
pass ;  bat  neither  of  them  having  had  much  practice 
m  war,  no  better  mode  of  preveotins  the  danger 
occurred  to  them  than  that  they  anfiiild  hasten 
through  the  defile  as  Hat  as  noseilile.  Adtandnft 
^ereforek  without  much  order,  they  had  just  crossed 
the  brook  witha-part  of  their  £>UoirerB»  when  thef 
wen  ■aseiled  in  front,  flank,  inc.  real  at  oncsb  wttliM 
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kspetM^  to  whtohi  in.  tbor  eoabmad 

paced  conOitioQ,  h  was  imposaible  to  ol 

reeistanoa.  The  shout  of  "  A  white  dragon  !---a  white 
dn«onh-Saint  Qeoi^e  fi>r  merry  EngUodr  war- 
cries  adopted  by  the  sMiulants,  as  belonging  to  tlieir 
assumed  eharacter  of  Saxon  outlaws,  was  heard  on 
evvry  side,  and  on  every  side  enemies  appeared  with 
A  rai»idity  of  advance  «nd  attack  which  seemed  to 
multiply  theff  numbers. 

Both  the  Saxon  chiefs  were  made  prisoners  at  ths 
same  moment,  and  each  under  circumstances  ex- 
pressive of  his  character.  Cedric,  the  instant  that  an 
enemy  appeared,  launched  at  him  his  remaining  iave- 
Im,  wnicfa.  taking  better  efibct  than  that  which  he 
had  hurled  at  Fangs,  nailed  the  man  against  an  oak- 
tree  that  happenea  to  be  close  behind  him.  Thus  far 
■ncccHBS&L  Cedric  spurred  his  horse  agsinst  a  second, 
dnwing  bis  sword  at  the  same  time,  and  sinking 
with  such  inconsiderate  fury,  that  his  we&pon  en- 
eountered  a  thick  branch  which  hung  over  him,  and 
he  was  disarmed  by  the  violence  of  his  own  blow. 
He  was  instantly  made  prisoner,  and  pulled  from  his 
horse  by  two  or  three  oJf  the  banditti  who  crowded 
around  him.  Athelstane  shared  his  captivity,  his 
bndle  having  been  seiied,  and  he  himself  forcibly 
dismounted,  long  before  he  could  draw  his  weapon, 
or  assume  any  posture  of  effectual  defence. 

The  attendants,  emoanrassed  with  baggage,  sur- 
prised and  terrified  at  the  fate  of  their  mastera  fell 
an.  easy  j>rey  to  the  assailants;  while  the  Lady 
Rowena,  m  the  centre  of  the  cavalcade,  and  the  Jew 
aiid  his  daughter  in  the  rear;  experienced  the  same 
misfortune. 

Of  all  the  train  none  escaped  exc^t  Wamba,  who 
showed  upon  the  occasion  much  more  courage  than 
those  who  pretended  to  greater  sense.  He  possessed 
himself  of  a  sword  belonging  to  one  of  the  domestics, 
who  was  just  drawing  it  with  a  tardy  and  irresdute 
hand,  laid  it  about  him  like  a  lion,  drove  back  several 
who  approached  him,  and  made  a  brave  though 
ineffectual  attempt  to  succour  his  master.  Finding 
himself  overpowered,  the  Jester  at  length  threw  him- 
self from  his  horse,  plunged  into  the  thicket,  and 
-fiivoured  by  the  general  confiision,  escaped  from  the 
scene  of  action. 

Yet  the  valiant  Jester,  as  soon  as  he  found  himself 
safe,  hesitated  more  than  once  whether  he  should 
not  turn  back  and  share  the  captivity  of  a  master  to 
.  whom  he  was  sincerely  attached. 

**I  have  heard  men  talk  of  the  blessings  of  free- 
dom." he  said  to  himseU;  ''but  I  wish  any  wise  man 
Would  teach  me  what  use  to  make  of  it  now  that  I 
have  it." 

As  be  pronounced  these  words  aloud,  a  voice  very 
near  him  called  out  in  a  low  and 'cautious  tone, 
**Wamba!"  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  dog,  which  he 
fecognised  to  be  Fangs,  jumped  up  and  fawned  upoii 
him.  **  Ourth  1'*  answered  Wamba,  with  the  same 
caution,  and  ihe  avnneheid  immediately  stood  before 
him. 

"What  is  the  matter r'  said  he  eagerly;  "what 
mean  these  cries,  and  that  clashing  of  swords  T 

"Only  a  trick  of  the  timeSf"  said  Wamba;  "they 
are  all  prisoners." 

"Who  are  pnsonersT'  exclaimed  Gurtlv  impa- 
tiently. 

"My  lord,  and  my  lady,  and  Athelstane,  and  Hon- 
dibert,  and  Oswald.^' 

"Iki  the  name  of  Godl"  sai4  Gorth,  "how  came 
theyprisoners  7-— and  to  whom  1" 

''^GNtr  master  was  too  ready  to  fi^^t,"  said  the  Jes- 
ter ;  "  and  Athelstane  was  not  ready  enough,  and  no 
other  person  was  ready  at  alL  And  they  are  prisoners 
to  green  cassocks,  and  Uack  visors.  And  tbev  lie  all 
tumbled  aboot  on  the  green,  hka  the  crab-apples  that 
▼ou  shake  down  to  ^our  swine.  And  1  would  laugh 
at  it,"  said  the  honest  Jester,  "  if  I  could  for  wesiang." 
And  he  shed  teass  of  unfeigiied  soirow. 

€»urth?s  coontenance  kindled— "Wamba,"  he  said, 
*^theu  hast  a  weapon,  and  thy  heart  waaevM-  strong^ 
than  thy  brain— we  sreonly  two— but  a  sudden  attack 
fiom  men  of  lasolutipn  virill  do  much— follow  me  V* 

"Wht:hcr1-aad^  what  purpose  r  saidthe  Jos- 
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"  To  rescoe  CsAie." 

"  But  you  have  renoimced  his  service  but  now," 
said  Wamba. 

"That."  saki  Gurth,  **wts  bi^  while  be  was  fiir 
tunate— follow  me  P' 

As  the  Jester  was  about  to  obev,  a  third  persoa  sud- 
denly made  his  appearances  and  commanded  dtem 
both  to  halt  From  his  dress  and  armS|  Wanht 
would  have  conjectured  him  to  be  one  of  nioee  out- 
laws who  had  just  asaailed  his  master;  but,  besides 
that  he  wore  no  mask,  the  glittering  baldric  acroas 
his  shoulder,  with  the  rich  bugle-horn  which  it  sop- 
portedf  as  well  as  the  calm  and  commanding  exprps- 
sion  of  his  voice  and  maimer,  made  him,  notwith- 
standing the  twilight;  recognise  Locksley  the  yeoman, 
who  had  been  victonoua,  under  such  disadvantageous 
circumstances,  in  the  contest  for  theorize  of  archery. 

"  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this,"  said  he,  "or 
who  is  it  that  rifle,  and  ransom,  and  make  prisoners^ 
in  these  forests  T' 

"You  may  look  at  their  cassocks  dose  by?*  said 
Wamba,  "and  see  whether  they  be  thy  chudren'a 
coats  or  no— for  they  are  as  like  thine  own,  as  one 
green  pea-cod  is  to  another." 

"I  will  learn  that  presently,"  answered  Lodi^ey; 
"  and  I  charge  ye,  on  peril  of  your  lives,  not  to  stk 
from  the  place  where  ye  stand,  until  I  have  returned. 
Obey  me,  and  it  shall  be  the  better  for  you  and  your 
masters.— Yet  stay.  I  must  render  myself  as  £ke 
these  men  as  possible." 

So  saying,  he  unbuckled  his  bifldric  virtth  the  bitt^ 
took  a  feather  from  his  cap,  and  gave  them  to  WamM: 
then  drew  a  vizard  from  his  pouch,  and,  repeating  his 
chargea  to  them  to  stand  last,  went  to  execute  his 
purposes  of  reconnoitring. 

'^Shall  we  stand  fast,  Gurthi"  said  Wamba;  '*or 
shall  we  €^en  give  him  leg-bail  7  In  my  foolish  mind, 
he  had  all  the  equipage  of  a  thief  too  much  in  readi- 
neaa  to  be  himself  a  true  man." 

"Let  him  be  the  devil,"  said  Gurth,  "anbewilL 
We  can  be  no  worse  of  waiting  his  return.  If  hi; 
belong  to  that  iMirty;  he  must  already  have  given  them 
the  alarm^  and  it  will  avail  nothing  either  to  fight  or 
fly.  Besides,  I  have  late  expcnefice,  that  arrant 
thieves  are  not  the  worst  men  in  the  world  to  have 
to  deal  with." 

The  yeoman  returned  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes. 

"Fnend  Ghn-th,"  he  said,  "I  have  mingled  among 
yon  men,  and  have  learnt  to  whom  tliey  belong,  and 
whither  they  are  bound.  There  is,  I  think,  no  chance 
that  they  will  proceed  to  any  actual  violence  agiunst 
their  prisoners.  For  three  men  to  attempt  them  at 
this  moment,  were  little  else  than  madness ;  for  they 
are  good  men  of  wan  a'nd  have,  as  such,  placed  eeu- 
tineJs  to  give  the  alarm  when  any  one  approacfaesw 
But  I  trust  soon  to  jgather  such  a  force,  as  may  act  m 
defiance  of  all  their  precautions ;  you  are  both  ser- 
vants, and,  as  I  think,  faithful  servants,  of  Cedric,  the 
Saxon,  the  friend  of  the  rights  of  Englishmen.'  Hs 
shall  not  want  English  hands  to  help  him  in  this 
extremity.  Come  then  with  me^  until  I  gather  mon 
aid." 

So  saying,  be  ^^alked  through  the  wood  at  a  great 
pace,  followed  by  the  jester  and  the  swine-herd.  It 
was  not,  consistent  with  Wamba's  humour  to  ttavd 
long  in  silence. 

*u  think,"  said  he,  looking  at  the  baldric  and  btfl^ 
which  he  still  camed,^ "  that  I  saw  the  arrow  mot 
which  won  this  gay  pnze^  and  that  not  so  long  met 
as  Christmas." 

"And  V*  said  Gurth,  "could  take  it  on  my  bafi- 
dome,  that  I  have  heard  the  voice  of  the  good  yeoman 
who  won  it,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and  that  the 
moon  is  not  tnree4ays  older  since  I  did  so.*' 

"Mine  honest  friends,"  replied  the  yeoman,  "who, 
or  what  I  am,  is  little  to  the  present  purpose :  sbotm 
I  free  your  master,  you  will  have  reason  to  think  ms 
the  best  friend  you  have  ever  had  m  your  lives.  And 
whether  1  am  known  by  one  name  or  anotber-^or 
whether  I  can  draw  a  bow  as  well  or  better  ^an  a 
cow-keeper,  or  whethei-  it  is  my  pleasure  to  waft  m 
-mmshine  or  by  moonlight,  are  matters,  which,  as  tbqr 
d&  not  concern  you»  so  neither  need  ye  buoy  youndvst 
xeqpQGtuuc  them.*' 
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**  Our  heidi  are  in  the  lion's  mouth,"  tM  Wamba. 
m  a  whisper  to  Gurth,  "  get  them  oat  how  we  can. 

"  Hush—be  8ilent,'**8aid  Gurth.  "  OfTend  him  not 
ky  thy  folly,  and  I  trust  sincerely  that  all  will  go  well." 


!t 


CHAPTER  kx. 
"WlMa  «atniiui  nighCi  were  lonr  and  drew, 

Andvfiorest  walkri  wore  dark  and  dim, 
How  fweeUj  oo  Um  piirHm'a  ear 

Wat  wont  to  iteal  the  hermit's  hynml 
Devotion  borrows  Music's  tone, 

And  Music  took  Derotion's  wing ; 
And.  like  the  bird  tliat  hails  the  sun. 

They  eoar  to  heaven,  and  soarinc  sine. 

7^  HirwiU  iff  St.  Ctemenft  WeU. 

It  was  after  three  hours'  good  wallung  that  the 
ierrants  of  Cedric,  with  their  mysteriAis  guide,  as- 
rived  at  a  small  opening  in  the  forest,  in  the  centre  of 
which  grew  an  oak-tree  of  enormous  ma^itude, 
throwing  its  twisted  branches  in  every  direction. 
Beneath  this  tree  four  or  five  yeomen  lay  stretched 
on  the  ground,  wh3e  another,  as  sentinel,  walked  to 
and  fro  in  the  moonlight  shade.  ' 

Upon  hearing  the  soimd  of  feet  approaching,  the 
watch  instantly  gave  the  alarm,  and  the  sleepers  as 
suddenly  started  up  and  bent  their  bows.  Six  arrows 
placed  on  the  string  were  pointed  towards  the  quar- 
ter from  which  the  travellers  approached,  when  their 
guide,  being  recognised,  was  welcomed  with  every 
token  of  respect  find  attachment,  and  all  signs  and 
fears  of  a  rough  re£eption  at  once  subsided. 
Where  is  the  Iniller  1"  was  his  first  question. 

"On  the  road  towards  Rotherham." 

"With  bow  many  7"  demanded  the  leader,  for  such 
he  seemed  to  be. 

"  With  six  men,  and  good  hope  of  booty,  if  it  please 
8t  Nicholas." 

"Devoutly  spoken,"  said  Locksley:  "and  where  is 
Allan-a-Dalcr 

"  Walked  up  towards  tlie  Watling-street,  to  watch 
for  the  Prior  of  Jorvaulx." 

^That  is  well  thought  on  also."  replied  the  Cap- 
tain ;— "  and  where  is  the  Friar  T' 

"In  his  cMl." 

"TTiither  will  I  go,"  said  Locksley.  "Disperse  and 
seek  your  companions.  Collect  what  force  you  can. 
fi>r  there's  game  gfoot  that  must  be  hunted  hard,  and 
will  turn  to  bay.  Meet  me  here  by  daybreak.— And, 
stay,"  he  added,  "I  have  forgotten  what  is  most 
necessary  of  the  whole— Two  of  you  take  the  road 
«iuickly  towards  Torquilstone,  the  Castle  of  Front- 
de-Boeuf.  A  set  of  gallants,  who  have  been  mas- 
querading in  such  guise  as  our  own,  are  carrying  a 
band  of  prisoners  ttiither— Watch  them  closely,  Tor 
even  if  tney  reach  the  castle  before  we  collect  our 
£wce,  oiur  honour  is  concerned  to  punish  them,  and 
^e  will  find  means  to  do  so.  Keep  a  close  watch  on 
them  therefore:  and  dispatch  one  of  your  comrades, 
the  lightest  of  toot,  to  bring  the  news  o/  the  yeomen 

They  promised  implicit  obedience^  and  departed 
with  alacrity  on  their  different  errands.  In,  the 
nwan  while,  their  leader  and  his  two  companions, 
who  now  looked  upon  him  with  great  respect,  as 
well  as  some  fear,  pursued  their  way  to  the  Chapel 
ofCopmanhurst. 

.  When  they  had  reached  the  little  moonlight  glade, 
having  in  front  the  reverend,  though  ruinous  chapel, 
and  the  rude  hermitage,  so  well  suited  to  ascetic  de- 
votion, Wamba  whispered  to  GurtK  **  If  this  be  the 
habitation  of  a  thie^  it  makes  good  the  old  proverb. 
The  near^  the  church  the  farther  from  God.— And 
by  my  cockscomb,"  he  added,  "I  think  it  be  even  so 
*rHearken  bat  to  the  black  sanctus  which  they  afB 
Hngiag  in  the  hermitage  1" 

.  In  fact  the  anchorite  and  hn  guest  were  nerform- 
>Qft  at  the  fall  extent  of  their  very  powerful  lungs,  an 
«ld  dhnkins  song,  of  which  this  was  the  burden  .*— 

**ODfML  trowl  the  brown  bowl  to«M, 

^iSlTW.bullT  bojr. 

C<SM,  trowl  Uie  brown  bowl  to  «»• «  ^  ^ 

Roi  Jolljr  iaukin,  1  »n  a  knave  in  drtaUoff. 
Gmm,  trowl  the  bro%rn  b^wl  to  ma." 

"Now,  thttt  is  not  ill  sung,"  said  Wamba^  who  had 
2C 


diibwn  in  a  few  of  his  own  floiviahes  to  help  out  the 
chorus.  "  But  who,  in  the  saint's  name,  ever  expected 
to  have  heard  such  a  jolly  chant  come  from  out  a 
hermit's  cell  at  midnight  J"^ 

"Marry,  that  should  V  said  Gurth,  "for  the  iolly 
Clerk  of  Copmanhurst  is  a  known  man,  and  kills 
half  the  deer  that  are  stolen  in  this  walk.  Men  sav 
that  the  keeper  has  complained  to  his  official,  and 
tliat  he  will  oe  atripped  of  his  cowl  and  cope  alto- 
gether, if  he  keep  not  better  order." 

While  they  were  thus  speaking,  Locksley's  loud 
and  repeatea  knocks  had  at  length  distuibea  the  an- 
chorite and  his  guest  "  By  my  oeads."  said  the  her- 
mit, stopping  snort  in  a  grand  flourish,  "  here  come 
more  benignted  guests.  I  would  not  for  mv  cowl 
that  they  found  us  in  this  goodly  exercise.  AU  men 
have  their  enemies,  good  Sir  Sluggard ;  and  there  ha 
those  malignant  enough  to  construe  the  hoffpijjsbie 
refreshment  which  I  have  been  offeringr  to  you,  a 
weary  traveller,  for  the  matter  of  three  short  hours, 
into  sheer  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  vices  alike 
alien  to  my  profession  ana  my  disposition." 

"  Base  calumniators !"  replied  the  knight  t "  I  would 
I  had  the  chastising  of  them.  ,  Nevertheless,  Holy 
Clerk,,  it  is  true  that  all  have  their  enemies;  and  there 
be  those  in  this  very  land  whom  I  would  rather  speak 
to  through  the  bars  of  my  helmet  than  barefaced." 

"  Get  thine  iron  pot  on  thy  head  then,  friend  Slug- 
gard, as  quickly  as  thy  nature  will  permit,"  said  the 
hermit,  "  while  I  remove  these  pewter  fiagons,  whose 
late  contents  run  strangely  in  mine  own  pate ;  and  to 
drown  the  clatter— for,  in  faith,  I  feel  somewhat 
unsteady— strike  into  the  tune  which  thou  hearest 
me  sm^  it  is  no  matter  for  the  words— I  scarce  know 
them  myselt" 

So  saying,  he  struck  up  a  thundering  Devro/undis 
clamavtj  under  cover  of  which  he  removed  the  aupa- 
ratlus  ot  their  banquet ;  while  the  knight  laughing 
heartily,  and  arming  himself  all  the  while,  assisted 
his  host  with  his  voice  from  time  to  time  as  his  mirth 
permitted. 

"  What  devil's  matins  are  you  after  at  this  hour  T 
aaid  a  voice  from  without 

"  Heaven  forgive  you.  Sir  Traveller  1"  said  the  her- 
mit whose  own  noise,  and  perhaps  his  nocturnal 
potations,  prevented  from  recognising  accents  whicti 
were  tolerable  familiar  to  him—"  Wend  on  your  way, 
in  the  name  of  God  and  Saint  Dunstan,  and  disturb 
not  the  devotions  of  me  and  my  holy  brother." 

"Mad  priest,"  answered  the  voice  from  without, 
"open  to  Locksley!" 

**  All's  safe— air s  right,"  said  the  hermit  to  his 
companion. 

"But  who  is  heT'  said  the  Black 'Knight;  "it 
imports  me  much  to  know." 

*^Who  is  her'  answered  the  hermit;  "I  tell  thee 
he  is  a  friend." 

"  But  what  friend  T'  answered  the  knight ;  for  he 
may  be  friend  to  thee  and  none  of  mine?" 

"What friend 7"  replied  the  hermit;  "that,  now, 
is  one  of  the  ouestions  that  is  more  easily  asked  than 

,-f!     Whit  friend  ?— why,  he  is,  now  that  I 

111  r^  n  [L1 1 J . .,  \ht:  very  same  honest  keeper  I  told 

lii.  V  or  u  vvhilt;  siuci'/' 

'^  Ay,  ns  lion  est  a  keeper  as  thou  art  a  pious  her- 
iTtii;'  rrplitd  tho  knight,  "I  doubt  it  not  But  undo 
thtf  dour  to  him  bdbro  he  beat  it  from  its  hmges." 

The  tloas^  m  iP  wcm  time,  which  had  made  9 
thi-tuifu]  hnvh}^  at  ti'i'^  commencement  of  the  dis 
itiiliauce,  seemed  now  lo  recognise  the  voice,  of  him 
who  stood  without  X  for  totally  changing  their  man- 
ner, they  aeratchcd  and  whined  at  the  door,  as  if 
intereodmg  for  his  admission.  The  hermit  speedily 
unbolted  bis  portal,  and  admitted  Locksley,  with  his 
two  companiona. 

"  Why,  hermit"  was  the  yeoman's  fh^t  question  as 
soon  as  he  beheld  the  knight,  "  what  boon  companion 
hast  thou  here  7"  ,   , 

"A  brother  of  our  order,"  replied  the  fhar,  shaking 
his  head ;  "  we  have  been  at  our  orisons  all  night" 

"  He  is  a  monk  of  the  church  militant  I  think,' 
answersd  Locksley ;  "  and  there  be  more  of  thum 
abroad.  I  tell  thee,  fHar,  thou  must  lay  down  th<« 
roaaiy  and  take  up  the  quarter-ataff;  we  shall  ovoo 
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evtmr  one  of  our  mfciry  racn«  whether  clerk  or  lay- 
man.—But,"  he  added,  taking  him  a  step  aside,  **  art 
thou  madl  to  give  admittance  to  a  knight  thou  dost 
not  know  7    Hast  tfioa  forgot  our  articles  V* 

*'  Not  know  him  f"  replied  the  friar,  boldly,  "I  know 
him  as  well  as  the  b^Qz^ar  knows  his  dish. 

"And  what  is  his  name,  then?"  demanded  Locksley. 

"His  name,"  said  the  hermit— "his  name  is  Sir 
Anthony  of  Scrabelstone— as  if  I  would  drink  with  a 
ninn,  and  did  not  know  his  name  I" 

"Thou  hast  been  drinking  more  than  enough, 
friar,"  said  the  woodsman,  "  and  I  fear,  prating  more 
tiian  enough  loo," 

"Good  yeoman,"  said  the  knight,  comins  forward, 
"be  not  wroth  with  my  merry  host.  He  did  but 
afford  me  the  hospitality  which  I  would  have  com- 
ptlled  from  him  if  ne  hnd  refused  it" 

"X''0"  compel!"  said  the  friar;  "wait  but  till  I 
have  chared  this  grayf^wn  for  a  green  cassock, 
and  if  I  make  not  a  qunrtcr-statf  ring  twelve  upon 
thy  pate,  I  am  neither  trge  clerk  nor  good  woods- 
man." 

While  he  spoke  thus,  he  stript  off  his  gown,  and 
appeared  in  a  close  black  buckram  doublet  and  draw- 
ers, over  which  he  speedily  did  on  a  cassock  of,  green, 
and  hose  of  tlie  same  colour.  "  I  pray  thee  tniss^my 
points,"  said  he  lo  Wamba,  "  anci  thou  shall  have  a 
cup  or  sack  for  thy  labour." 

Gramcrcy  for  thy  sack,"  said  Wamba;  "but 
think'st  thou  it  is  lawful  for  me  to  aid  you  to  trans- 
mew  thyself  from  a  holy  hermit  into  a  sinful  forester  ?" 

"  Never  fear,"  said  the  hermit ;  "  I  will  but  confess 
the  sin's  of  my  green  cloak  to  my  grayfriar's  frock, 
and  all  shall  be  well  again." 

"Amen!"  answered  the  Jester;  "  a  broadcloth  peni- 
tent should  have  a  sackcloth  confessor,  and  your 
frock  may  absolve  ray  motley  doublet  into  the 
bargain." 

So  saying,  ho  accommodated  the  friar  with  his 
fissisiance  in  tying  the  endless  number  of  points,  as 
•    the  laces  which  attached  the  hose  to  the  d^yolet  were 
then  termed. 

While  they  were  thus  employed.  Locksley  led  the 
knight  a  little  apart,  and  adaressea  him  thus:—" De- 
ny It  not.  Sir  Knight— you  are  he  who  decided  the 
victory  to  the  advantage  of  the  English  against  the 
strangers  on  the  second  day  of  the  tournament  at 
Ashby." 

"A[vT  vvlint  Cilbws  if  you  guess  mdy,  good  yco- 
mall  r'  rrplirti  the  kiiighL 

*'l  should  ju  thai  catje  hold  you,''  lephsd  tJieyi.0- 
ninli,  *'  El  fricr.d  to  the  weaker  pjirty.** 

''Hurh  is  ibedtUy  of  atruE  knight  M  knst/*  repltfld 
the  Black  Champion ]  "and  I  would  not  willingly 
that  fJi^rts  were  reuiion  ti}  think  OThtrwiseof  me." 

"Hut  for  my  puniow,"  snid  the  yeoman*  'Mhuu 
should«;t  he  as  well  a  ^ood  Etigli^lunan  as  a  f^ood 
kni-jht  J  for  I  hut,  wliich  I  hnyt  lo  apeak  oi;  conccrrjs, 
■ndcod,  tljE?  duty  of  everj^  hone»i  man,  but  is  more 
Mpciailyrhat  of  a  rmo'l>orii  native  of  England." 

^  Vou  can  speak  to  no  one,"  replied  th*  fciiiRiht,  "  to 
whom  Eti»;land,  and  the  life  of  every  Englishman, 
cati  he  deart:r  than  to  me*" 

"  I  would  wilt  Engl  y  heHeve  so/^  antd  the  woodsmnn, 
""for  nevc'f  had  thiseuunirv  such  need  lo  be  suprioried 
by  ihose  who  love  her.  tfent  »io,  luid  I  will  tell  tbeo 
of  ati  enttrfprise,  \n  which,  if  tl^*j  beVi  really  that 
whit'K  thou  sccmept,  Ihou  may&tKfeo  an  honourable 
pari,  A  bnncJ  of  viH oinjf ,  in  \1\€  d \ sg iii *t^  of  better  m an 
ilian  themselves,  hnvc  made  ihevuBelvefl  ninster  of 
rlie  person  of  a  noble  Knglishninn,  etiUod  Cedrtc  the 
Snxon,  tOGcthtr  vnih  his  wani,  »nd.  hia  friend  Alhol- 
stnnc  of  CfoninKflhtirjah,  &nd  have  transported  rhtm 
'  to  a  en 9 tie  in  tBis  forest,  ealli^  Tot-quil stone,  I  trtk 
of  thiM-^  a?  h  gtyoil  kniii^ht  and  a  ^fid  Englishman, 
wilr  thou  aid  in  their  rescue?** 

"I  nm  botind  by  my  vow  to  do  ao,"  replied  the 
km^hit  '*but  I  would  wjJIinijly  know  who  you  are, 
who  retjuef  t  my  a^eri stance  in  tneir  ixdmlf  1" 

*'I  Rm,"  flftid  the  forester,  "a  nameless  man  t  but  I 
am  the  frier d  of  my  coiintr)^  and  of  riiy  countr/a 
rnenu»— Wiib  this  account  of  mc  yo«  must  lor  the 
prcaent  remain  satisfied,  the  more  especially  since 
^ou  yoamelf  detire  to  continiM  unknown.    Believeb 


however,  ihot  my  word,  when  pledged,  is  as  inrioUt* 
as  if  I  wore  golden  spurs.** 

"I  willingly  believe  it.'*  sakhthc  knight;  "I  have 
been  accustomed  to  study  men's  coimtenance&  and 
I  can  read  in  thine  honesty  and  resolution.  ,1  will, 
therefore,  ask  thee  no  further  questions,  but  aid  thee 
in  setting  at  freedom  these  oppressed  captives;  which 
done,  I  trust  we  shall  part  better  acquainted,  and  weU 
satisfied  with  each  ether," 

"  So,"  said  Wamba  to  Gurth,— for  the  friar  bdiM 
now  fully  e<mipped,  the  Jester,  having  approached  m 
the  other  side  of  the  hut,  had  heard  ine  conclusion  of 
the  conversation,— "So  we  have  got  a  new  ally?— I 
trust  the  valour  of  the  knight  will  be  truer  metal  than 
the  religion  of  the  hermit,  or  the  honesty  of  the  yeo- 
man ;  tor  tt^  Locksley  looks  like  a  bom  deer-steakr, 
and  the  pripJi  like  a  lusty  hypocri^" 

"Hold  thy  peace,  Wamba,"  said  Gurth;  *'it  mar 
all  be  as  thou  dost  guess ;  but  were  the  homed  devil 
to  rise  and  proffer  me  his  assistance  to  set  at  liberty 
Cedric  and  the  Ladv  Rowena,  I  fear  I  should  hardly 
have  religion  enough  to  refuse  the  foul  fiend's  ofier, 
and  bid  ium  get  bchmd  me." 

The  friar  was  now  completely  accoutred  as  a  yeo- 
man, with  sword  and  buckler,  bow,  and  quiver,  and 
a  strong  partisan,  over  his  shoulder.  He  left  his  cell 
at  the  head  of  the  party,  and,  having  carefully  Jodied 
the  door,  deposited  the  key  under  the  threshold.  ^ 

"Art  thou  in  condition  to  do  good  servica  friar," 
said  Locksley,  "or  does  the  brown  bowl  still  ran  in 
thy  head?"  \ 

''Not  more  than  a  draught  of  St.  Dunstan's  fotm- 
lain  will  allay,"  answered  the  priest;  "something 
there  is  of  a  whizzing  in  mv  brain,  and  of  instability 
in  my  legs,  but  you  shall  presently  see  both  pa« 
away.'* 

So  saying,  he  stepped  to  the  stone  basin,  in  whtek 
.the  waters  of  the  fountain  as  tliey  fell  formed  bubbles 
which  danceil  in  the  white  moonlight,  and  took  so 
lon^  a  draught  as  if.  he  had  meant  to  exhaust  the 
spring. 

"  When  didst  thou  drink  as  deep  a  drougiht  of  watei 
before.  Holy  Clerk  of  Copmanhurst  7"  said  the  Black 
Knight. 

"  Never  since  my  wine-but  leaked,  and  let  out  ita 
licnior  by  an  illegal  vent,"  replied  the  fridr,  "and  so 
lea  me  nothing  to  drink  but  my  patwn's  bounty  here. 

Then  plunging  his  hands  and  head  into  the  foun- 
tain, he  washed  &om  them  all  marka  of  the  midnight 
revel. 

Thus  refreshed  and  sobered,  the  jolly  pncst  twnfed 
his  heaw  partiftm  round  his  head  with  three  fingera, 
as  if  he  had  been  balancing  a  reed,  exclaiming  at  the 
same  time,  "Where  be  those  false  ravishera,  who 
carry  off*  wenches  against  their  will  7  May  the  k>ui 
fiend  fty  off*  with  me,  if  I  am  not  man  enough  lor  a 
dozen  of  them."  .      _^,    , 

"Swearest  thou,  Holy  Clerk  7**  aaid  the  Black 
Knight. 

"Clerk  me  no  Clerks,"  rephed  the  transfbmied 
priest;  "by  Saint  George  and  the  Dragon,  I  am  no 
longer  a  shaveling  than  while  my  frock  is  on  nir 
back— When  1  am  cased  in  my  green  cassock,  I  wiB 
drink,  swear,  and  woo  a  lass,  with  any  bUthc  Ibreticr 
in  the  West  Riding.** 

"Come  on.  Jack  Priest,"  sakl  Locksley,  "and  bo 
silent ;  thou  art  as  noisy  as  a  whole  convent  on  a  holy 
eve,  when  the  Father  Abbot  has  gone  to  bed.— Come 
on  you,  too,  my  masters,  tarry  not  to  talk  of  it^I  aay, 
come  on,  we  must  collect  all  our  forces,  and  few 
enough  we  shall  have,  if  we  are  to  storm  theCaatleof 
Reginald  Front-de-BoBuf.*' 

*^What!   is  it   Front-de-BcBui,"  said  the  Black 


TCniffht,  "  who  has  stopt  on  the  king's  iiighway  the 

■  ■  ig^s  liege  subjects  7— Is  he  tumed  tnieT 
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king's  liege  subjects  7—18  he  tumed  mief  and  oppiea- 


"  Oppressor  he  ever  was,'*  aaid  Locksley. 

"  And  for  thieC*  saki  the  priest,  "  I  doubt  if  erer  be 
were  even  half  so  honest  a  man  as  many  a  thitf  of  mf 
acquaintance.'* 

"  Move  on,  priest,  and  be  silent,'*  sokl  the  yeoman  i 
"it  were  better  you  led  the  way  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, than  say  what 'should  be  left  unsaid,  both  in 
decency  and  orodenoe." 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

AteSt  how  BMoy  boon  and  jretn  hare  Mtt, 
flinoe  huoMo/oniw  have  rooad  thit  table  ait«, 
Or  lunp,  or  taper,  on  it's  surlkce  gtfam'd  i 
Methinkt,  I  hear  the  aound  of  time  loaf  paa'd 
Still  mtinmirinf  o'er  oe,  in  the  loftj  void 
Of  UiMe  dark  arcbee,  like  the  UnTfinff  voieea 
or  ttioan  who  lonr  within  their  graves  have  slept 

WmLB  these  metsures  were  taking  in  behalf  of 
Cedric  and  his  companions,  the  armed  men  by  whom , 
the  latter  had  been  seized,  hurried  their  capdves 
along  towards  the  pla^e  of  security,  where  they  in- 
tended to  imprison  them.  But  darkness  came  on 
tuML  and  the  paths  of  the  wood  seemed  but  imper* 
fectly  known  to  the  marauders.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  make  several  long  halts,  and  once  or  twice  to 
return, on  their  road  to  resume  the  direcdon  which 
they  wished  to  pursue.  The  summer  mom  had  dawned 
imon  them  ere  thev  could  travel  in  full  assurance  that 
tbey  held  the  risnt  path.  But  confidence  returned 
with  light,  and  (he  cavalcade  now  moved  rapidly  for- 
ward. Mean  while,  the  following  diabgue  took  place 
between  the  two  leaders  of  the  banditti. 

"  It  is  time  thou  shouklet  leav^  us,  Sir  Maurice," 
said  the  Templar  to  De  Bracy,  "  m  order  to  prepare 
the  second  part  of  thy  mystery.  Thou  ait  next,  thou 
knowest,  to  act  the  Kni^it  Deliverer." 

"I  have  thoijght  better  of  it,"  sai^  De  Bracy;  "I 
will  not  leave  tbee  till  the  prize  is  fairly  deposited  in 
Pront-de-Boeuf 's  castle.  There  will  I  appear  before 
the  Lady  Rowena  in  mine  own  shape,  ana  trust  that 
abe  will  set  down  to  the  vehemence  of  my  passion  the 
violence  of  which  I  have  been  guilty." 

"  And  what  has  made  thee  change  thy  plan,  De 
Bracy?"  replied  the  Knight  Templar. 

*^  That  concerns  thee  nothing,**^  answered  his  com- 
panion. 

**  I  would  hope,  however.  Sir  Knight,"  said  the 
Templar,  "that  this  alteration  of  measures  arises 
from  no  suspicion  of  my  honourable  meaning,  such 
as  FUzurse  oideavoured  to  instil  into  thee  Y* 
**  Sly  thoughts  are  my  own,"  answered  De  Bracy; 
the  fiend  laughs,  they  Say,  when  one  thief  robs 
another;  and  we  know,  that  were  he  to  spit  fire  and 
brimstone  instei^d,  it  would  never  prevent  a  Templar 
£it>m  following  his  bent." 

"  Or  the  leader  of  a  Free  Company."  answered  the 
Templar,  **  from  dreading  at  the  hands  of  a  comrade 
and  friend,  the  injustice  he  does  to  all  mankind." 

"This  is  unprofitable  and  perilous  recrimination," 
answered  De  Bracy;  ** suffice  it  to  sav,  I  know  the 
morals  of  the  Terople-Ordo',  and  I^vilinot  give  thee 
the.  power  of  cheating  me  out  of  the  fair  prey  for 
which  I  have  run  such  risks." 

"  Pshaw,"  replied  the  Templar,  "  what  hast  thou  to 
fear?— Thou  knowest  the  vows  of  our  order." 

"  Bight  well,"  said  De  Bracy,  *'  and  also  how  they 
are  kept  Come,  Sir  Templar,  the  laws  of  gallanti^ 
have  a  libend  interpretation  in  Palestine,  and  this  is 
a  .case  in  which  I  will  trust  nothing  to  your  con- 
•aencc." 

"  Hear  the  truth,  then,"  said  the  Templar ;  **  I 
not  for  your  blue-eyed  beauty.  There  is  m  that  i 
one  who  will  moke  me  a  better  mate." 

"What!  wouldst  thou  stoop  to  the  waiting  dam- 
sel T*  said  De  Bracy. 
**No,  Sir  Kni^t,"  said  the  Templar,  haughtily. 
To  the  waiting-woman  will  I  not  stoop.    I  nave  a 
pnze  among  the  captives  as  lovely  as  thine  own." 

)*  By  the  mass,  thou  meanest  the  fair  Jewess  P' 
laid  De  Bracy. 

"And  if  I  do,"  said  Bois-Guilbert,  "who  shall  gam- 
say  me  T* 

No  one  that  I  know,"  said  De  Bracy,  "unless  it 
be  your  vow  of  celibacy,  or  a  check  of  conscience  for 
an  mtrigue  with  a  Jewess." 

"For  my  vow,"  said  the  Templar,  "our  Grand 
Master  hath  granted  me  a  dispcsisatk>n.  And  for 
^7  conscience  a  man  that  has  slain  three  hundred 
oaracens,  need  not  reckon  up  every  litde  failing,  like 
a  viilfage  girl  at  her  first  confession  xapcfti  Good  Fri- 
iav  eve." 

"Thou  knowest  best  thine  own  prtvilegea"  said 
De  Bracy.    "  Yet,  I  woukl  have  sworn  diy  tbougbt 
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had  bean  mote  ondi^oM  usunr's  monqr  bags,  than 
on  the  black  eyes  of  the  daughter." 
. "  I  can  admue  both,"  answered  the  Templar ;  "be* 
sides,  the  old  Jew  is  but  half-prke.  I  must  share  his 
spoils  with  Frent-de-BcBuf;  who  will  not  lend  us  die 
use  of  his  casde  for  nothing.  I  must  have  something 
that  I  can  term  exclusively  my  own  by  this  foray  of 
ours,  and  I  have  fixed  on  the  lovely  Jewess  as  my  pe- 
culiar prize.  But,  now  thou  knowest  my  dtift,  thou  wilt 
resume  thine  own  original  plan,  wilt  thou  not  7— Thoa 
hast  nothing;  thou  seest,  to  fear  from  my  interference." 

"No,"  na)lied  De  Bracy,  "I  will  remain  beside 
my  prize.  What  thou  sayst  is  passing  true,  but  I 
like  not  the  privileges  acquired  by  the  disiiensation  ol 
the  Grand  Master,  and  the  merit  acquired  by  the 
slaught^  of  three  hundred  Saracena  You  have 
too  good  a  right  to  a  freet>ardon,  to  render  you  very 
scrupulous  about  peccadilloes." 

While  this  dialogue  was  proceeding,  Cedric  was 
endeavouring  to  wring  out  of  those  who  guarded 
h  im  an  avowal  of  their  character  and  puipose.  '  *  You 
should  be  Englishmen,"  said  he;  "and  yet,  sacred 
Heaven !  you  prey  upon  your  countrymen  as  if  yoa 
yf&Q  yepf  Normans.  You  should  be  my  neijjhboura, 
and,  if  so,  my  friends ;  for  which  of  my  Engliui  neigh- 
bours have  reason  to  be  otherwise?  I  tell  ye,  yeomen, 
that  even  those  among  ye  who  have  been  branded 
with  outlawry, have  had  itom  me  protection;  for  I 
have  pitied  their  miseries,  and  curst  the  oppression  ol 
their  tyrannic  nobles.  What,  then,  would  you  have 
of  me  ?  or  in  what  can  this  violence  serve  ye  7— Ye  are 
worse  than  bnite  beasts  in  your  actions,  and  will  yon 
imitate  them  in  their  very  dumbness  7" 

It  was  in  vain  that  Cedric  expostulated  with  his 
guards,  who  had  too  many  good  reasons  for  their 
silence  to  be  induced  to  break  it  either  by  his  wrath 
or  his  expostulations.  They  continued  to  hurry  him 
along,  travelling  at  a  very  rapid  rate,  until,  at  the 
end  of  an  avenue  of  huge  trees,  arose  Torodilstone, 
now  the  hoary  and  ancient  castle  of  Repaid  Pront- 
de-Bceufl  It  was  a  fortress  of  no  great  size,  consist- 
ing of  a  donton.  or  large  and  high  square  tower,  sur- 
rounded by  buildings  of  inferior  height,  which  were 
encircled  hy  an  inner  court-yard.  Around  the  ex- 
terior of  the  wall  was  K dfcep  moat,  supolied  Vith  water 
from  a  neighbouring  rMdet  Front-de-Bceuf;  whose 
character  placed  him  often  at  feud  with  his  enemies, 
hfMi  made  considerable  addidotas  to  the  strength  ol! 
his  castle,  by  building  towers  upon  the  outward  wall, 
so  as  to  flank  it  at  every  angle.  The  access,  as 
usual  in  castles  of  the  period,  lay  through  an  arched 
barbican,  or  outworit,  which  was  terminated  and  de- 
fended by  a  small  turret  at  each  comer. 

Cedric  no  sooner  saw  the  turrets  of  Front-de- 
Bceuf  *8  casde  raise  their  grey  and  moss-grown  bat- 
tlements, glimmering  in  the  morning  sun  above  the 
wood  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  than  he  in- 
standy  augured  more  truly  concerning  the  cause  of 
his  misfortune. 

"I  did  ii^tice,"  he  said,  "to  the  thieves  and  out- 
laws of  these  woods,  when  I  supposed  such  banditti 
to  beloiig  to  their  bands ;  I  mig^t  as  jusUy  have  ^n< 
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founded  the  foxes  of  these  brutes  with  tbe  mve 
wolves  of  France.  Tell  me,  ye  dogs— is  it  my  IL.  . 
my  wealth  that  jrour  master  aims  at?  Is  it  too  much 
that  two  Saxons^  myself^  and  the  noble  Aihelstane, 
^ould  hold  land  m  the  country  which  was  once  the 
patrimony  of  oa  race?— Put  us  then  to  death,  and 
complete  youvi^imny  by  taking  our  lives,  as  you 
began  with  our  Uberties.  If  the  Saxon  Cedric  can- 
not rescue  England,  he  is  willing  to  die  for  her.  TsU 
your  tyrannical  master,  I  do  only  beseech  him  to  dis- 
miss the  Lady  Rowena  in  honom'  and  safety.  She 
is  a  womidi,  and  he  need  not  dread  her  s  and  with  us 
will  die  all  who  dare  fight  in  her  cause." 

The  attendants  renuuned  as  mute  to  this  address 
as  to  the  fonaer*  and  diey  now  stood  before  the  gate 
of  die  casus.  Da  Braqr  winded  his  horn  three  tunes, 
aad  the  arohen  and  cross-bow  men,  who  had  manned 
the  wall  UDon  seeing  their  approaefa,  hastened  to 
lower  the  drawbridge^  and  admit  them.  Hie  pri- 
soners were  eompelled  by  their  gnards  to  alight,  and 
were  conducted  to  an  apartment  where  a  hasty  repast 
was  of&red  then,  of  which  none  but  Athdatantfol. 
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anyinclmtitioatoputake.  NeitnerhadthedMceiKi' 
ant  of  the  Confesaor  rauch  time  to  do  justice  to  the 
good  cheer  placed  before  thenL  for  their  guards  gave 
him  and  Cedric  to  uhderstana  that  they  were  to  be 
impritfaned  in  a  chamber  apart  from  Rowena.  Re- 
sistanoe  was  vain ;  and  they  were  compelled  to  fol- 
low to  a  laige  room,  which  rising  on  ciamsy  Saxon 
pillars,  reeembled  those  refectories  and  chapter-houses 
which  may  be  still  seen  in  the  most  ancient  parts  of 
our  most  ancient  monasteries.  • 

The  Lady  Rowena  was  next  separated  from  her 
train,  and  conducted,  with  courtesy,  indeed,  but  still 
Without  consulting  her  inclination,  to  a  distant  apart- 
menu  The  same  alarming  distinction  was  con- 
ferred on  Rebeccai  in  spite  of  her  father's  entreaties, 
who  offered  even  money,  in  this  extremity  of  distress, 
that  she  might  be  pernHtted  to  abide  with  him. 
"Base  unbeliever,"  answered  one  of  his  guards, 
'*  when  thou  hast  seen  thy  lair,  thou  wilt  not  wish 
thy  daughter  to  partake  it"  And,  without  farther 
discussion,  the  old  Jew.  was  forcibly  dragged  off  in  a 
different  direction  from' the  other  prisoners.  The 
domestics,  after  being^  carefully  searched  and  dis- 
armed, were  confined  m  another  part  of  the  castle; 
and  Rowena  was  refused  even  the  comfort  she 
might  have  derived  fh)m  the  attendance  of  her  hand- 
maiden Elgitha. 

The  apartment  in  which  the  Saxon  chiefs  were 
confined,  for  to  them  we  turn  our  first  attention, 
although  at  present  used  as  a  sort  of  guard-room, 
had  formerly  been  the  great  hall  of  the  castle.  It 
was  now  abandoned  to  meaner  purposes,  because  the 
present  lord,  among  other  adcTitions  to  the  conve- 
nience, security,  and  beauty  of  his  baronial  residence, 
had  erected  a  new  and  noble  hall,  whose  vaulted 
Yoof  was  supported  by  lighter  and  more  elegant  pil- 
lars, and  fitted  up  with  that  higher  degree  of  orna- 
ment, which  the  Normans  had  alreaay  introduced 
into  architecture. 

Cedric  paced  the  apartment,  filled  with  indignant 
refiections  on  the  past  and  on  the  present,  while  the 
apathy  of  his  companion  served,  instead  of  patience 
and  philosophy,  to  defend  him  against  every  thing 
save  the  inconvenience  of  the  present  moment ;  and 
80  little  did  he  feel  even  th|s  last,  that  he  was  only 
from  time  to  time  roused  to  a>reply  by  Cedric's  am- 
mated  and  impassioned  appeal  to  him. 

"  Yes."  said  Cedric,  hall  speaking  to  himself  and 
half  addressing  himself  to  Athelstane.  "  it  was  in  this 
Tery  hall  that  my  father  feasted  with  Torquil  Wolf- 
ganger,  when  he  entertained  the  valiant  and  unfor- 
tunate Harold,  then  advancing  against  the  Norwe- 
fiania,  who  had  united  themselves  to  the  rebel  Tosti. 
t  was  in  this  hall  that  Harold  returned  the  magnani- 
mous answer  to  the  ambassador  of  his  rebel  brother. 
Oft  have  I  heard  my  father  kmdle  as  he  told  the  tale. 
The  envoy  of  Tosti  was  admitted,  when  this  ample 
room  could  scarce  contain  the  crowd  of  noble  Saxon 
leaders,  who  were  quaffing  the  blood-red  wine  around 
their  monarch." 

"I  hope,"  said  Athelstane,  somewhat  moved  by 
tiiis  part  or  his  friend's  disoourse^  **  they  will  not  for- 
get to  send  us  some  wine  and  refections  at  noon— 
we  had  scarce  a  breathing-space  allowed  to  break  our 
Cast,  and  I  never  have  the  benefit  of  my  food  when  I 
^t  immediately  after  dismounting  from  horseback, 
though  the  leeches  recommend  that  practice."  • 
-  Cedric  went  on  with  his  storjMithout  noticing 
this  inteijectional  observation  of  hSNnend. 

"The  enwy  of  Tosti,"  he  said,  "moved  up  the 
hall,  undismayed  by  the  fix>Wnmg  countenances  of 
all  around  him,  until  he  made  hia  obeisance  before 
the  throne  of  King  Harold. 

*  What  terms,*  he  said,  *Lord  King,  hkth  thy  bro- 
ther Tosti  to  hope,  if  he  should  lay  down  his  arms, 
and  crave  peace  at  thy  hands  Y 

*  A  brotbisr's  love,'  cried  the  genexous  Harold,  *  and 
the  fair  earldom  of  Northumberland.* 

*  But  should  Tosti  accept  these  terms,'  contimied 
the  envoy,  *  what  lands  shall  be  assigned  to  hit  faith- 
ful aMy,  Hardrada.  Kingof  NorwayT^ 

*  Seven  feet  of  English  ground,'  mawiered  Harold, 
fiercely,  *or,  as  Hardrada  is  said  to  be  a  giant,  per- 
haps we  may  aUow  him  twelve  inctaaa  mon/ 


"  The  hall  rang  with  acdanmdona,  and  cup  and 
horn  wa«  filled  to  the  Norwegian,  who  ehodM  be 
speedily  in  possession  of  his  Elnglish  temtory." 

"I  could  have  pledged  him  with  all  my  soul,"  said 
Athelstane,  "  for  my  tongoe  cleavea  to  my  |>alate." 

"  The  bafiled  envoy."  continued  Cednc,  pursuing 
with  animation  his  tale,  though  it  interested  not  the 
listener,  **  retreated,  to  carry  to  Tosti  and  his  ally  tho 
ominous  answer  of  his  uiiured  brother.  It  was  then 
that  the  distant  towefs  ofYork,  and  the  bk>ody  strsaras 
of  the  Derwent,*  beheki  that  direful  conflict,  m  wbicht 
after  displaying  the  most  undaunted  vafour,  the  King 
of  Norway,  and  Tosti,  both  fell,  with  ten  thousand  oi 
their  bravest  followers.  Who  would  have  thought 
that  upon  the  proud  day  when  this  battle  was  won, 
the  very  gale  which  waved  the  Saxon  banners  in  ixi- 
umph,  was  filling  the  Norman  sails,  and  impeUing 
them  to  the  fatal  shores  of  Sussex  1— Who  woula 
have  thought  that  Haroki,  within  a  few  brief  day% 
would  himself  possess  no  more  of  his  kingdom,  than 
the  share  which  he  allotted  in  his  wrath  io  the  Nor 
wegian  invader?— Who  would  have  thought  thatyo«» 
noble  Athelstane— that  you,  descended  of  Harold'a 
blood,  and  that  I,  whose  father  was  not  the  worst 
defender  of  the  Saxon  crown,  should  be  prisoners  to 
a  vile  Norman,  in  the  very  hall  in  which  oar  anoea- 
tors  held  such  nigh  festival  T' 

"It  is  sad  enough,"  replied  Athelstane;  "but  I 
trust  they  will  hold  us  to  a  moderate  ransom— At  any 
rate  it  cannot  be  their  purpose  to  starve  us  outright  f 
and  yet,  although  it  is  high  noon,  I  see  no  prepara- 
tions for  serving  dinner.  Look  up  at  the  window, 
nobie>  Cedric,  and  judge  by  the  sunbeams  if  it  is  not 
on  the  verge  of  noon. 

**It  may  be  so,"  answered  Cedric;  **but  I  cannot 
bok  on  that  stained  lattice  without  ita  awakening 
other  refiections  than  those  which  coneem  the  pass- 
ing moment,  or  its  privationa.  When  that  window 
was  wrought,  my  noble  friend,  our  hardy  fiathers 
knew  not  the  art  of  making  glass,  or  of  staming  it— 
The  pride  of  Wol^anger's  father  brought  an  artiai 
frt>m  Normandy  to  adorn  his  hall  with' this  new  spe- 
cies of  emblazonment,  that  breaks  the  golden  hght 
of  God's  blessed  day  into  so  many  fantastic  hoes^ 
The  foreigner  came  here  poor^  baggarly,  cringing; 
and  subservient,  ready  to  doff  his  cap  to  the  meanest 
native  of  the  household.  He  returned  pampered  and 
proud,  to  tell  his  rapacious  countrymen  of  the  wealm 
and  the  simplicity  of  the  Saxon  nobles— a  foUy,  oh, 
Athdstane,  .foreboded  of  old,  as  well  as  foreseen,  by 
those  descendants  of  .Hengist  and  his  hardy  trioei, 
who  retained  tils  simplicity  of  their  manners.  Vft 
made  these  strangers  our  bosom  frienda,  our  confi- 
dential servants ;  we  borrowed  their  artists  and  their 
arts,  and  deroised  the  honest  simplicity  and  hardi- 
hood with  which  our  brave  ancestors  supported  them- 
selves^ and  we  became  enervated  by  Norman  arts 
lone  ere  we  fell  under  Norman  arms.  Far  better  was 
our  nomely  diet,  eaten  in  peace  and  liberty,  than  the 

"  A  f  r  ;B«r  occurred  here  in  fbrmer  sdi- 

timii      1;  ■..^■.:..',  .    ided  to  in  Um  text,  fongbt  anM 

wo[i  hf  K  ma  J  l^uM,  ov&r  iu^  brother  Uie  rebelliolu  TVisti,  aad 
an  aujuliorjr  (aTr-.^  of  Daijf:»H  ^f  Nonmneo,  was  iaid  in  the  tacL 
and  D  carrtrr^pondinf  DDto^  la  tiave  taken  place  at  Stamfordria 
Li  j<»Mitrnhm),  and  npvn  ih«  ri^r  Weltand.  This  is  a  Bi8t«h% 
inEi^  whicln  the  Jitjthiir  hM  bt^ti  led  by  tnistinr  to  bis  menoiy, 
anH  no  cDnfiiundnif  i«rci  ^<lat^4  of  Um  same  name.  The  8la» 
fora,  @inini[f(iFd^  oi  srnnefonj.  at  mtlioh  the  battle  really  was 

Sii^l^i,  ii  i  ff»fd  upon  thd  river  Derwent,  at  the  distanee  ef 
nui  mven  miiit  mm  Yoi^h  end  aitaated  in  that  large  aai 
0|ju!?at  cQunty.  A  jonf  wocKlen  bridfe  over  the  DenrenC,  Mi 
ntv  of  wliir<.h,  witli  Mie  ramsining  buttress,  iaatill  obowa  to  Utt 
eorioms  tm%tLU'r,  wnf  funou*\r  co^itested.  One  Norwcfiaft 
lojTf  iictmtiit'tl  iE  bf  hii  3171^1  «<i  arm.  and  was  at  lenftb  pierieed 
With  Ji  F^TKJu-  ihroat  ihrouirh  theplanksofthebrkliexroai  aboat 
b€=   -I- 

m.Mi  utiislkbouihood  of  Siaiuford,  oo  the  Dei  went,  oontaiai 
some  memorials  of  the  batUe.  Horseshoes,  swords,  and  the 
heads  of  halberds,  or  bills,  are  ofleo  fbond  there ;  one  plaeets 
called  the  "  Danes'  Well,"  another  the  "  BatUe  flats.**  Fronti« 
tradition  ttat  the  weapon  with  which  the  Norwecian  eliamp^s 
was  slain,  resembled  a  pear,  or  ai^  othen  sajr,  that  the  troogli 
or  boat  in  which  the  soldier  floated  ujider  the  bridfe  to  strile 


the  blow,  had  snch  a  shape,  the  eonnt 
freat  roaricet,  which  is  held  at 


,    ,    asoallr  beffin  a 
With  an  eatartainneM 


»•««»  »»*«umwfc,  watiwu  ■«  araiw  m*  oMuuainw.  «v«w>  wa  van       

called  the  Pear-pie  test,  which  after  all  may  be  a  eotnMiea 
-,.^„. ,    ---.    .. ^   ^i«eHi8lo|v 

NaKem '  ' 

._. ,  _,  Rohert 

The  batUe  was  fought  in  tl 


of  the  Sfie^T-pie  feast 

k  may  be  referred  to.  The  author's  mistake  was  point 

ont^to  him,^  in  the  most  obUsior  manier,  by  Robert  Mt,  fi 


OfYork  I 


For  more  psrticolars,  Drake's  ] 

referred  to..  The  author's  mistake  was  pointai 
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Insunom  daiiicie&  the  love  of  which  hath  delhrered  vm 
■a  bondsmen  to  the  foreign  cooquerorl" 

"l  should,"  replied  Athelstane,  "hold  very  humble 
diet  a  iaxury  at  praeent;  and  it  aBtonishee  me,  noble 
OMbic,  that  you  can  bear  8o  truly  in  mind  the  memory 
9f  past  deeds,  when  it  appeareth  you  forget  the  very 
aour  of  dinner." 

#It  is  time  lost,"  muttered  Cedric  apart  and  impa- 
tieotly,  *^  to  speak  to  him  of  aught  else  but  that  which 
ooocecns  his  appetite  J  The  soul  of  Hardicanute  hath 
taken  possession  of  him.  and  he  hath  no  pleasure 
save  to  filL  to  swill,  ana  to  call  for  more.— Alas !" 
eaid  he,  looking  at  Auielstane  with  compassion,  "  that 
GO  doll  a  spirit  should  be  lodged  in  so  goodly  a  form ! 
Alas !  that  such  an  enterprise  as  the  regeneration  of 
Eogiand  should  turn  on  a  hinge  so  imperfect  I  Wed- 
dea  to  Rowena,  indeed,  her  nobler  and  more  generous 
soul  may  yet  awake  the  better  nature  which  is  torpid 
within  him.  Yet  how  should  this  be,  while  Rowena, 
Athelstane,  and  I  myself  remain  the  prisoners  of  this 
bcatal  marauder,  and  have  been  made  so  perhaps 
from  a  sense  of  the  dangers  which  our  Uberty  might 
biiiur  to  the  usurped  power  of  this  nation  V* 

While  the  Saxon  was  plunged  in  these  painful  re- 
flections, the  door  of  their  prison  opened,  and  gave 
entrance  tp  a  sewer,  holding  his  white  rod  of  office. 
This  imoortant  person  advanced  into  the  chamber 
with  a  grave  pace,  followed  by  four  attendants  bear- 
iiw  in  a  table  cover  with  dishes,  the  sight  and  smell 
ofwhich  seemed  to  be  an  instant  compensation  to 
Athelstane  for  all  the  inconvenience  he  had  under- 
gone. The  persons  who  attended  on  the  feasts  were 
masked  and  cloaked. 

"  What  mummery  is  this  7"  said  Cedric ;  "  think  vou 
that  we  are  ignorant  whose  prisoners  we  are,  when 
we  are  in  the  castle  of  your  master  1  Tell  him,"  he 
contiiiuejd,  willing  to  use  this  opportunity  to  open  a 
negotiation  for  his  freedom,—  Tell  your  master, 
Reginald  Front-de-Bceuf|  that  we  know  no  reason  he 
can  have  for  withholding  our  liberty,  excepting  his  un- 
lawfiil  desire  to  enrich  himself  at  our  expense.  Tell 
him  that  we  yield  to  his  rapacity,  as  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances we  should  do  to  that  of  a  literal  robber. 
Lee  him  name  the  ransom  at  which  he  rates  our 
libertv,  and  it  shall  be  paid,  providing  the  exaction  is 
suitea  to  our  means." 
The  sewer  made  no  answer^ut  bowed  his  head. 
''And  tell  Sir  Reginald  Front-de-Boeuf"  said 
Athelstane,  "  that  I  send  him  my  mortal  defiance, 
and  challenge  him  to  combat  with,  ine,  on  toot  or 
horseback,  at  any  secure  place,  within  eight  davs 
after  oar  liberation ;  which,  if  he  be  a  true  knight,  ne 
will  not,  under  these  circumstances,  venture  to  refuse 
or  to  delay." 

**  I  shall  deUver  to  the  knight  your  defiance,"  an- 
swered the  sewer:  *'  mean  while  1  leave  you  to  your 
food." 

The  challenge  of  Athelstane  was  delivered  with  no 
Aood  grace ;  for  a  large  mouthful,  which  required  the 
exercise  of  both  jaws  at  once,  added  to  a  natural 
hesitation,  considerably  damped  the  effect  of  the  bold 
defiance  it  contained.  Still,  however,  his  speech  was 
hailed  by  Cedric  as  an  incontestible  token  of  re- 
viving spirit  in  his  companion,  whose  previous 
indifierence  had  begun,  notwithstanding  his  respect 
for  Athelstane's  descent,  to  wear  out  his  patience. 
But  he  now  cordially  shook  hands  with  him  in  token 
of  his  approbation,  and  was  somewhat  grieved  when 
Athelstane  observed,  *'  that  he  would  nght  a  dozen 
such  men  as  Front-de  Bceuf,  i^  by  so  douig,  he  could 
hasten  his  departure  from  a  dungeon  where  they  put 
so  much  garhc  into  their  pottagte/'  Notwithstanding 
this  intimation  of  a  relapse  into  the  apathy  of  sensu- 
slitv,  Cednc  placed  himself  opposite  to  Athelstane, 
and  soon  showed,  that  if  the  diiBtresses  of  his  country 
coakl  banish  the  recollection  of  food  while  the  table 
was  uncovered,  yet  no  sooner  were  the  victuals  put 
there^  than  he  proved  that  the  appetite  of  his  Saxon 
ancestors  had  descended  to  him  along  with  their 
other  qualities. 

Hie  captives  had  not  long  enjoyed  their  refkesfa- 

ttient,  however,  ere  their  attention  was  disturbed  even 

horn  this  most  serious  occupation  by  the  blast  of  a 

'     born  winded  before  the  gate.    It  was  repeated  three 

Vou  UI. 


times,  with  as  much  vkyifinee  as  if  it  had  been  blown 
before  an  enchanted  castle  by  the  destined  knight,  at 
whose  summons  halls  and  towers,  barbican  and 
battlement,  were  to  roll  off  like  a  morning  vapour. 
The  Saxons  started  from  the  table,  and  hastened  to 
the  window,  ^t  their  curiosity  was  disappointed; 
for  these  outlets  only  looked  upon  the  court  of  the 
casde,  and  the  sound  came  from  beyond  its  precincts. 
The  summons,'  however,  seemed  of^importance,  for  a 
considerable  degree  of  bustle  instantly  took  place  in 
the  casde. 

CHAPTER  XXII. 

Mjr  duvhter-O  mydvoaCt— O  mj  daagiHirt 

O  my  Christwn  ducat*  I 

Jutioo— the  Law— my  ducata,  and  my  daBfhter  t 

Mirckant^  Venice, 
Leavino  the  Saxon  chiefs  to  return  to  their  ban- 
quet as  soon  as  their  ungratified  curiosity  should  per- 
mit them  to  attend  to  the  calls  of  their  naif-satiated 
appetite,  we  have  to  look  in  upon  the  yet  more  severe 
imprisonment  of  Isaac  of  York.  The  poor  Jew  had 
been  hastily  thrust  into  a  dungeon-vault  of  the  castle, 
the  floor  or  which  was  deep  beneath  the  level  of  the 
ground,  and  very  damp,  being  lower  than  even  the 
moat  itselfl  The  only  light  was  received  through 
one  or  two  loop-holes  far  above  the  reach  of  the  cap- 
tive's hand.  These  apertures  admitted,  even  at  mid- 
day, only  a  dim  ana  uncertain  light,  which  was 
changed  for  utter  darkness  long  before  the  rest  of  the 
castle  had  lost  the  hiessing  of  day.  Chains  and 
shackles,  which  had  been  the  portion  of  former  cap- 
tives, from  whom  active  exertions  to  escape  had  been 
c^prehended,  hung  rusted  and  empty  on  the  walls  of 
the  prison,  and  in  the  rings  of  one  of  those  sets  of 
fetters  there  remained  two  mouldering  bones,  which 
seemed  to  have  been  once  those  of  the  human  1^,  as 
if  some  prisoner  had  been  left  not  only  to  perish  there, 
but  to  be  consumed  to  a  skeleton. 

At  one  end  of  this  ghastly  apartment  was  a  large 
fire-grate,  over  the  top  ofwhich  were  stretched  some 
transverse  iron  bars,  half  devoured  with  rust. 

The  whole  appearance  of  the  dungeon  might  have 
appalled  a  stouter  heart  than  that  of  Isaac,  who, 
nevertheless,  was  more  composed  under  the  immi- 
nent pressure  of  danger,  than  he  had  seemed  to  be 
while  affected  by  terrors,  of  whickthe  cause  was  as 
yet  remote  and  contingent.  The  lovera  of  the  chase 
say  that  the  hare  feels  more  agony  during  the  pursuit 
of  the  greyhounds,  than  when  she  is  struggling  in 
their  fangs.*  And  thus  it  is  probable,  that  ihe  Jews, 
by  the  very  frequency  of  their  fear  on  all  occasions, 
had  thf^T  Tt'-r^^  'r  «*nT;r  '^r^-r-  -rr^n-'^  f^r^  rvrry 
efibrt  ■'■■:-  ./■ 

so  thhi  Uii  u^i!dr^:i^uHk^  wlit:ii  a  hati  Lakmijliicc^iould 
bring  with  it  inot  auTprist  which  ib  ibe  moat  disijjlixig 
quahtj'  of  ttuxor.  KtithtT  was  ii  the  fif&t  time  thnt 
Isaac  had  been  pbcwl  in  cir^unisTancea  bo  dtuigcr- 
ous.  He  bad  theri'lbre  expcnunCG  to  gidde  fatrr},  us 
well  US  fas>pLv  that  ho  miglil  again,  as  rorm^tlv^  h$i 
delivtrod  rifl  a  prey  fJ^o^i  the  fowler.  Abuve  yjl,  ho 
had  ufKSii  \\Ls  Bide  ihc  imykldlm  ohtdimcv  ol  his 
nation,  Jind  iLiit  ttii bending  rewjuition,  with  which 
Israelites  Imvc  bc^n  frc<ji]i::ntly  knowu  to  aulimit  td 
the  u(t*  miost  eviLN  which  iMjwer  and  viuknco  can 
inflict  upon  thf  iii,  nithi*r  thmi  gratify  their  opprt^sor* 
by  gr^intirN;^  tlitfirg^mndit. 

In  this  hicmour  of  passive  rcsislanca  and  with  Im 
garment  coUectcid  bf-nenth  hint  to  keep  his  limbafri^m 
the  ^vl  paveiiit-nL  Imae  iat  in  n  corner  of  his  dun- 
geon, whf'ine  hi^  fmdal  handfi,  hiB  dis-hevtlk-d  Jiriir  and 
beard,  hia  ftirrid  tloak  o tid  high  cap,  ftt*n  by  the  wirv 
and  hrrjkcii  Iit^lit,  would  have  afIi>nJ*.d  ii  study  fur 
Rcmbrundt,  hod  tlinl  ccjkbmtcfl  pamtcr  ejtist«d  ul  the 
period.  The  Jtw  ftriitimftd,  wiiiiout  ah t ring  hii  posi- 
tion, for  neiirly  three  hours,  at  the  cxj^iry  of  which, 
steps  wpri;  beard  on  the  duni^cni  Blatr.  The  btjits 
screarndl  ae  ihcy  were  withdrawn— ihe  hiiij«c3  tr<.:ak- 
ed  as  thM  wickut  opened^  and  Reginald  rront'de-Ba'uf, 
foUow^ti  by  til e  two  Saracon  slaves  of  lbs  Tctiipltu-, 
entered  the  prison.  ^^  — .  .^  J^- 

•N«MllMt.-W«b7  0ometmwtfnuit  dM  sMoncf  of  this 
piece  of  natural  biitory,  which  we  fit*  oa  the  attthoritr  of  the 
Wankwr  na  U  T. 
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Front-de-Bceuf,  a  tall  and  strong  man,  whose  lii'e 
had  been  spent  in  publie  war  or  in  private  feuda  and 
broils,  and  who  had  hesitated  at  no  means  of  extend- 
ing his  feudal  power,  had  features  corresponding  to 
his  character  and  which  strongly  expressed  the  fiercer 
and  more  malignant  passions  of  the  miira.  The  scars 
vrith  which  his  visage  was  seamed,  would,  on  features 
of  a  different  cast,  have  excited  the  sympathy  and 
Veneration  due  to  the  marks  of  honourable  valour; 
but.  in  the  peculiar  case  of-Front-de-Bceufj  they  only 
^Hiled  to  the  ferocity  of  his  countenance,  and  to  the 
dread  which  his  presence  inspired.-  This  formidable 
baron  was  clad  in  a  leathern  doublet,  fitied  close,  to 
his  body,  wtiich  was  frayed  and  soiled  with  the 
etains  ot  his  armour.  •  He  had  no  Weapon,  excepting 
a  poniard  at  his  belt,  which  served  to  counterbalance 
the  weight  of  the  bunch  of  rusty  keys  that  hung  at  his 
right  side.  * 

The  black  slaves  who  attended  Front-de-BoBuf 
were  stripped  oftheirgon<eous  apparel,  and  attired  in 
jerkins  and  trowsers  of  coarse  linen,  their  sleeves 
Ibeinff  tucked  up  nhoxri  the  elbow,  like  those  of  butchers 
when  ahoai  Ui  cxt^rci^ij  llieir  tunnion  in  theslaughter- 
iiotuio,  RjLtih  luid  in  hi>^  liarirj  a  .^mall  pannier;  and, 
whtn  thev  f:»t«.fi.T:l  ilu^  iliingj'on,  theystoptat  the  door 
i  \inu\  F ru n  E  -ikv  1] GE uf  ! 1 1 iii fitrl f  csi ref ul ly  locked  and 
d.juble-foekfd.it*  Having  iJiken  this  precaution,  he 
advanced  dowiy  up  ihe  npQrtmtTit  towards  the  Jew, 
upon  whom  he  Kept  lu»  t}yv  fijfixl,  as  if  he  wished  to 
paralyza  him  with  hia  glance,  as  some  animals  are 
said  tJ  fascfnalfi  ihdr  prey^  It  seemed  indeed  as  if 
the  sullen  and  oinhii^niit  eye  of  Kr6nt-de-B(Euf  pos- 
ie3»(.*d  some  portion  of  ihnt  supposed  power  over  his 
unf^3rtujiii['3  priaoritr  Tlic  Jtiw  ante  with  his  mouth 
Q-gup*!,  and  his  iyes  fijueii  on  the  savage  baron  with 
euch  earnestness  of  terror,  that  his  frame  seemed 
literally  to  shrink  together,  and  to  diminish  in  size 
while  encountering  the  fierce  Norman's  fixed  and 
.  lialeful  gaze.  The  unhappy  Isaac  was  deprived  not 
only  of  the  power  of  rising  to  make  the  obeisance 
which  his  terror  dictated,  but  he  could  not  even  doflf 
his  cap,  or  utter  any  word  of  supplication ;  so  strongly 
was  he  agitated  by  the  conviction  that  tortures  and 
death  were  impending  over  him. 

On  the  other  hand«  the  stately  form  of  the  Norman 
appeared  to  dilate  in  magnitude,  Ijke  that  of  the  eagle, 
which  ruffles  up  its  plumage  when  about  to  pounce  on 
its  defenceless  prey.  He  paused  within  three  steps  of 
the  comer  in  which  the  unfortunate  Jew  had  now,  as 
it  were,  coiled  himself  up  into  the  smalfest  possible 
apace,  and  mMe  a  sign  for  one  of  th  .'^aves  to  ap- 
proach. The  black  satellite  came  forward  accord- 
ingly, and.  producing  from  his  basket  a  large  pair  of 
scales  and  several  weights,  he  laid  them  at  the  feet  of 
Front-de-BcBuf,  and  again  retired  to  the  respectful  dis- 
tance, at  which  his  companion  had  already  taken  his 
station. 

The  motions  ©f  these  men  were  slow  and  solemn 
as  if  there  impended  over  their  souls  some  precon 
ceptiqn  of  horror  and  of  cruelty.  Front-  de-Boeuf  him- 
self opened  the  scene  by  thus  addressing  his  ill-faied 
captive. 

*Most  accursed  dog  of  nn  accurs^^d  rncc/'  hu  ^na. 
awaking  with  ms  doe})  arid  RiiWtm  voice  lho  sullen 
echoes  of  his  dungeon  vnult,  "act'M  thou  thc&p  gcni'^fi?" 

The  unhappy  Jew  returned  a  feebk^  affirniativo. 

"  In  these  very  scalca  ^hah  thou  weigh  mo  out,"  Boid 
the  relentless  Baroft.  "  a  ibousJtad  silver  pounda,  after 
tlie  just  n^easure  and  weight  of  the  Tower  of  LoTirJon." 

"Holy  Abraham  T*  retiiraed  ihe  Jc-w,  flndin^'  vnjce 
through  the  very  cttrr^miry  of  his  dEia^er.  '*  Ju  ;ird 
man  ever  such  a  d<  ^  '  '  -Who  ever  h'jord,  even  in 
I  minstrel's  tale,  oi  un  ijg  n  ttioustiod  ixjinids 

)f  silver?— What  Y  -  Kt  was  ever  blpsscd  with 

Ihexnsion  of  such  a  iiiii**ol  tn^»sure  !— Not  witliin 
he  walls  of  York,  ruti^aijk  my  house  and  that  of  all 
■ny  tribe,  wilt  thou  find  rhe  lufin  ^f  Oi^r  hui^^^  «:i"Ti  of 
lilver  that  thou  speakest  oil'' 

"  I  am  reasoniAle,"  answered  Front-de-BoBU^  "  and 
f  silver  be  scant,  1  refuse  not  gold.  At  the  rate  of  a 
nark  of  gold  for  each  six  pourids  of  silver,  thou  shalt 
ree  thy  unbelieving  carcass  from  such  punishment  as 
hv  heart  has  never  even  conceived." 

*  Have  mercy  on  me,  noble  knight !"  ezdaimed 


Isaac;  *'Iam  old,  and  poor  and  heipieas.  It  wtn 
Unworthy  to  triumph  over  me— It  is  a  pooir  dead  lo 
crush  a  worm." 

'*01d  thou  maystbcL"  replied  the  knisfat}  '*iiioi« 
shame  to  their  folly  who  have  anffered  thee  to  grow 
gray  in  usury  and  knavery— Feeble  thoumayst  b^  lor 
when  had  a  Jew  either  heart  or  hand— But  rich  it  ia 
well  known  thoB  art."  0 

"  I  swear  to  you,  noble  knight,"  said  the  Jew,  "  by 
ail  which  I  beheve,  and  by  all  which  we  beiieTe  in 
common" 

"  P^ure  not  thyself"  saui  the  Norman,  intemqitififf 
him,  "  and  let  not  thine  obstinacy  seal  thy  doom,  ontn 
thou  hast  seen  and  well  conaidered  me  fate  that 
awaits  thee.  Think  not  I  speak  to  thee  only  to  excitt 
thy  terror,  and  practise  on  the  base  cowardice  thoa 
hast  derived  from  thy  tribe.  I  swear  to  thee  by  tiiat 
which  thou  dost  not  believe,  by  the  ^spel  which  our 
church  teaches,  and  by  the  keys  which  are  giveii  her 
to  bifid  and  to  loose,  that  my  purpose  is  deep  and  pe- 
remptory. This  dungeon  ia  no  olaoe  for  trifling 
Prisoners  ten  thousand  times  more  distinguished  than 
thou  have  died  within  these  walls,  and  their  6ite  hath 
never  been  known !  But  for  thee  is  reserved  a  l6i)g 
and  lingering  death,  to  which  theirs  were  luxury." 

He  again  made  a  signal  for  the  slaves  to  approadi 
and  spoke  to  them  apart,  in  their  own  language ;  for 
he  also  had  been  in  PalestinCjWhere,  perhaps, lie  had 
learnt  his  lesson  of  cruelty.  The  Saracens  piwluoed 
from  iheir  baskets  a  quantity  of  charcoal,  a  pair  ot 
bellows^  and  a  flask  of  oil  While  the  one  struck  a 
light  with  a  flint  and  steel,  the  other  disposed  the 
charcoal  in  the  large  rusty  grate  which  we  have  al- 
leady  mentioned,, and  exercised  the  be^ows  until  tiis 
fuel  came  to  a  red  glow. 

"  Seest  thou.  Isaaa"  said  Front-de-Bceuf,"  the  rangi 
of  iron  bars  above  that  glowing  charcoal?* — on  that 
warm  couch  thou  shalt  ue,  stripped  of  thy  clothes  as 
if  thou  wert  to  rest  on  a  bed  of  down.    Cme  of  theat 

*  Thii  horrid  ipeciM  of  torturt  maj  roraind  the  reader  of  (bst 
to  whicli  UiB  Spiuiiardi  wbjocted  OuatimoKin,  in  order  to  ex- 
tort a  discovery  of  his  concealed  wealUi.  Bat,  in  fact,  as  m- 
stance  of  similar  barbarity  is  to  be  found  nearer  liome,  and  oo> 
curs  in  Uie  annals  of  Queen  Marjr's  time,  contaii 
other  examples  of  atrocity.    Every  reader  must  1 


>lleet,  thai 


curs  in  Uie  annals  of  Queen  Mary's  time,  containing  1 

other  examples  of  atrocity.    Every  reader  must  recollc, . 

after  Uie  fall  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the  Pteebyteriaa 
Church  Govemmeet  had'Tx^en  established  bjr  law,  the  rank,  aad 
especially  the  vrealttK  of  the  Bishops,  AbboU,  Priors,  and  so 
forth,  were  no  longer  vested  in  ecclesiastics,  but  in  lay  impro- 
priators of  the  dmrch  revenues,  or,  as  the  Scottish  lawyeis 
cr.Ucd  Uiom,  titulars  of  the  temporalities  of  the  benefice,  thoofh 
having  no  claim  to  Uie  spiritual  character  of  their  predeeessos* 
in  office. 

Of  these  laymen,  who  were  thus  invested  with  eceledsstieal 
revenues,  aome  were  men  of  high  birth  and  rank,  like  the  ftt- 
mous  Lord  James  Stewart,  the  Prior  of  St  Andrevrs,  who  did 
not  fail  to  keep  for  their  own  use  the  rents,  lands,  and  revemea 
of  the  churdi.  But  if,  on  Uie  otiter  hand,  tlie  titulars  were  mas 
of  inferior  importance,  who  had  been  indaotad  into  the  oflloa  bF 
the  interskt  of  some  powerful  person,  it  was  generally «    * 

stood  that  the  new  Abbot  should  grant  for  his  patron's  b 

such  leases  and  conveyances  of  tlie  clinreh  lands  and  tithes  i 
might  afford  Uinir  protector  tlie  lion's  share  of  Uie  booty.  Tbia 
was  Uio  orifin  of  Uiose  who  were  wittily  termed  TiUchast 
Bishops,  bcmg  a  sort  of  imaginary  prolate,  whoso  image  was 
SCI  up  to  enable  his  patron  and  principal  to  plunder  the  beoeBea 
under  his  name. 

There  were  otlwr  cases,  however,  in  which  men  who  had  col 
grants  of  these  secularized  benefices,  were  desirous  of  retainu(K 
tliom  for  their  own  use,  wiUiout  having  Uie  influence  sufllcieat 
to  establish  tlioir  purpose ;  and  these  became  flrequently  aaaMa 
to  protect  tliemsefvM,  however  unwilling  to  subinit  to  the  ««• 
actions  of  Uie  feudal  tyrant  of  the  district 

Bannatyno,  secretary  to  John  Knox,  recounts  a  lingular  eoona 
of  oppression  practised  on  one  of  those  titular  abbots,  by  tlia 
Earl  of  Cassilis  in  Ayrshire,  whose  extant  of  Ibadal  infloaiMa 
was  so  wide  that  he  was  usually  termed  the  King  of  OanidL 
We  fl;ive  Uie  fact  as  it  occurs  in  Bannatyne's  Journal,  only  pi«> 
raising  tliat  the  Journalist  held  his  master's  opinions^  both  with 
respect  to  the  Earl  of  Cassilisas  an  opposer  of  tlie  ktag*e  party, 
and  as  btiing  a  detester  of  tlie  practioe  of  gvanting  ohurf^  nve- 
nues  tp  titufars,  instead  of  tiieir  being  devoted  to  pious  uaei^ 
such  as  Uie  support  of  Uie  clergy,  extiouse  of  schools,  and  tJM 
relief  of  the  national  poor.  He  mingles  in  the  narrative,  ttiare- 
Ibre,  a  well  deserved  feeling  of  exeeraUon  a^iost  ttM  tyrnst 
who  omplo)red  the  torture,  with  a  tone  of  ridicule  towarda  Iha 
patient,  as  if,  after  all,  it  had  not  been  iU  bestowed  on  cacli  an 
equivocal  and  amphibious  character  as  a  titular  abbot  Ha  ao* 
tiUee  his  narrative, 

t  A  T^dtkan  is  a  oalTs  skin  stufifed,  and  placed  beftva  a  eow 
who  lias  lost  its  calf,  to  induce  the  animal  to  part  with  bar 
milk.  The  resemblance  between  such  a  Talchan  and  a  Bialiop 
named  to  transmit  the  temporalities  of  a  beoefloe  to  wmm  post* 
arftil  patron,  ia  aaailj  vndarstoocL 
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•laves  ebali  maintain  theiirc  beneath  thee,  while  the 
other  shall  anoint  thy  wretched  limbs  with  oii,  lest 
the  roast  should  buin.—Now,  choose  betwixt  such  a 

Ite  Eakl  or  CjLssius'  TrRANmr  aoainst  a  quiok  (L  e*> 
uvnfo  mir. 
*'  Master  Allan  Stewart,  frUnd  to  Captain  Janwi  Stewart  of 
Cardooall,  bjr  meant  of  the  Queen's  corrupted  court,  obtained 
tks  Abbey  of  CroMniffuel.  The  toid  Earl  thinking  himself 
fieater  than  anf  kinx  in  those  quarters,  determined  to  nave  that 
wtiole  benefice  (as  be  hath  diveryothers)  to  paj  at  his  plea* 
aure  ;  and  because  he  could  not  flffd  sic  security  os  his  insatia- 
ble appetite  required,  this  sliift  was  devised.  The  said  Mr. 
Allaa  iMinr  in  company  with  the  Laird  of  Barfany,  (also  a  Ken- 
nadj,)  was,  by  the  £arl  and  his  friends,  enticed  to  leave  the 
•afefuard  which  he  had  witk  ti\e  Laird,  and  oome  to  make 
food  cheer  with  the  said  Earl.  The  simplicity  of  Uie  impru- 
dent man  was  suddenly  abused ;  and  to  he  passed  his  time  with 
Item  certain  days,  which  he  did  in  Maybole  with  Thomas 
Kenoadie.uocle  to  the  said  Earl :  after  whicli  the  said  Mr.  Allan 
paaaed,  with  quiet  company,  to  visit  the  place  and  bounds  of 
CnMsraniel.  [his  abbacy,]  of  which  the  said  Earl  beinysurelvad- 
vartiaeo,  determined  to  put  in  practice  the  tyranny  whicli  long 


before  lie  had  eonceavea.    And  ao,  as  king  of  ttte  countiy,  ap> 

"  -  "  d  Uie  said  Mr.  Allan,  and  carried  him  to  Uie  house  of 

where  for  a  season  he  wai  honourably  treated,  (gif  a 


mhended 
Dcnurc,  wl 


priaooer  can  think  any  entertainment  jHeasina;)  but  after  that 
esrtain  days  were  spent,  and  that  the  Earl  could  not  obtain -the 
taa  of  Crossraruel  according  to  his  awin  appetite,  he  deter- 
Bined  to  prove  gif  a  collation  could  work  that  which  neither 
dinner  nor  supper  could  do  for  a  long  time.  And  so  the  said 
Mr.  Allan  was  carried  to  a  secret  chamber;  with  him  passed 
the  honourable  Earl,  his  worshipful  brother,  and  sucli  as  were 
appointed  to  be  servants  at  that  banquet  In  the  chamber  there 
was  a  grit  iron  chimlay,  under  ita  ftre  ;  other  grit  provision  was 
not  aeen.  The  Ant  course  was,—'  My  Lord  Abbot,'  (said  the 
Earl,)  *  it  will  please  you  confess  here,  that  with  your  own  con- 
Mat  you  remain  in  my  company,  because  ye  durst  not  commit 
younelf  to  the  hands  of  others.'  The  Abbot  answered, '  Would 
you,  my  lord,  that  I  should  make  a  manifest  lie  for  vour  plea- 
sure T  The  truth  is.  my  lord,  it  is  afainst  my  will  that  I  am  here ; 
oeitlier  yet  ha%*o  I  any  plea^re  in  your  company.'-'  But  ye 
•hall  retnain  with  me,  nevertheless,  at  this  time,'  said  the  Earl. 
*  I  am  not  able  to  resist  your  will  and  pleasure,'  said  Uie  Abbot, 
*tatliis  place.*— 'Ye  must  then  obey  roe,'  said  the  Earl,-and 
arith  that  were  presented  unto  him  certain  letters  to  subscribe, 
amongst  which  there  was  a  five  years'  tack,  and  a  nineteen 
jrears*  tack,  and  a  charter  of  feu  of  all  the  lands  of  Crossraguel, 
tviUi  all  U)o  clauses  necessary  for  the  Earl  to  haste  him  to  hell. 
For  gif  adultery,  sacrilege,  oppression,  barbarous  cruelty,  and 
Ihoa  heaped  upon  theft,  deserve  hell,  the  great  King  of  Car- 
XKk  can  no  more  escape  hell  for  ever,  than  the  imprudent  At>- 
bot  esca(«d  Uie  fire  for  a  season  as  follows. 

'*  Afier  that  Uio  Earl  spied  repugnance,  and  saw  that  he  coold 
not  come  to  his  purpose  by  fair  means,  lie  commanded  his  oooks 
lo  prepare  the  banquet :  and  so  first  they  flayed  the  sheep,  that 
IS.  Uiey  took  off  the  Abbot's  cloaUies  even  to  his  skin,  and  next 
tliey  bound  him  to  Uie  chimney-his  legs  to  the  one  eod,  and 
hii  arms  to  the  other ;  and  so  they  began  to  beet  [i.  e.  feed]  Uie 
ftre  soroeUmeir  to  his  buttocks,  sometimes  to  his  legs,  some- 
limes  to  his  ishoulders  and  arms  ;  and  that  the  roast  might  not 
bum,  but  that  it  might  rest  in  soppe,  they  spared  not  flambing 
wiUi  oil,  (iMisting  as  a  cook  bastes  roasted  meat) ;  Lord,  look 
thou  to  sic  cruelty  I  and  that  the  erring  of  Uie  miserable  man 
Blioukl  not  be  heard,  they  closed  his  mouth  Uiat  the  voice 
might  bo  stopped.  It  may  be  suspected  that  some  partisan  of 
tlie  King's  (uamley'sl  miuder  was  there.  In  that  torment  they 
bekl  the  poor  man,  ull  that  onen  he  cried  for  God's  sake  to 
despatch  him  ;  for  he  had  as  Ineikle  gold  in  his  awin  purse  as 
would  buy  powder  enough  to  shorten  his  pain.  The  famous 
Kiogof  Carriek  and  his  cooks-perceiving  the  roast  to  be  aneucli, 
commanded  it  to  be  tane  fra  the  fire,  and  the  Earl  himself  be- 
fan  the  tmee  in  this  manner :-'  BentdkUe,  Juua  Maria,  you  are 
the  most  obstinate  miyi  that  ever  I  saw  :  gif  I  had  known  that 

Chad  been  so  stubborn,  I  would  not  for  a  thousand  crowHs 
ve  hamlicd  yon  ho  ;  I  never  did  to  to  nwrn  hffoTn  ^tM.'  And 
yat  be  rr  iiiri'.ni  i»  ttiij^  »nmm  invMct;  wiihrii  two  iinyw^  cinrl 
cease<f1ko!  i  M  limt  |i«»  >iflJ  otitAJiictl  hu  for^'iuoiT  t^uni"J>t%  ^hni 
.s.  that  he  n'ni  ^oi  yi  hia  mQcw  #t(iLi*rj7iJt  Bl^wejll  ft.*  Ano  half- 
roaated  h-'-i  couid  do  it  The  Eurl  ttiinking  hininL>Er  mmo 
■^  I  iQiras  tftft  Itad  the  holrrnadUHl  Atboi  m  hi*  hhjii 
I  jf  I  bi«lnc  Mhainod  of  hi«  prv¥i*nce  liir  r«u«G  i>f 
H.Hy,  left  Oiu  place  of  Dtsmitv  Jn  fho  hnnds  (vfri  r- 
rviDtt,  and  Ihc  h&jr-roctied  Abbot  Kt  (w  kr'pt  thnrs 

Id  lic<^i>GnLietHl,uadstvteb4iii^,  Ermf  Uia  eilreuiiljO 

r  liiff  m*ii,  i«dtil  td  Uk!  court,  and  laltfd  I* 

'f  tlw  tmriHia  of  Uio  ntisn  teeonlng  Uf  t)>9 

.   •Lif>fibt>vit,  the  eaia  CaK  for  hfe  QanjuniiT>t 

.11  r'  LH'S,  and  v^%  \o  tfta  horn*     Hut  yol  hopJ  mi 

tliemno»  iiiiiheTtoMioftftlkiadio  bo  daliveredTiieUhDryi^r  s) 
Iha  parcbii  ^:f  (L  «.  Kyourt^r]  of  tiiQ  lettprJ  to  ubiatn  anj^  comhrft 
thereby;  I'  r  ii>  thai  time  Qo4  vr^  dibsnised.  and  ihi  In w Ail  i:lu- 
thority  w  *  .-fKitiMTiTud  in  3c«Usnil,  in  h(*rn?  <^*  llic  mdjun  rv- 
tam  and  ^  fiMi^^nt  (tt  thai  truel  mun^TTT  of  hd  swip  iiuih&nJ, 
•f  wtuiee  1.  ■'■:!*  111?  mW  T'ifl  wan  r-Mt-A  fHru*  -  nnd  /f^t,  oT^4?fht 
thoBODGI.        ...-.'.-•-  rt     'rr  V r.-J  ...i..^T.,,. 

The  Journalist  then  ladlet  the  complaint  of  the  lajured  Allan 
Stewart,  Cbmmendator  of  Croesragtiel,  to  the  Rerant  and  Privy 
'"        "  '  ig  his  having  been  carried,  partty  by  flattery, 

to  the  black  ^twlt  of  Denure,  a  strong  fortalice. 
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Couoeil,  averring  his  having  been  carried,  partty  by  flattery, 
partly  by  foroe,  to  the  black  ^twlt  of  Denure,  a  strong  fortalice, 
Milton  a  rock  overhanging  the  Irish  channel,  where  its  rums 


tie  still  visible.  Here  he  stated  he  had  been  required  to  execute 
Jauta  49d  cantaTaooea  of  the  whole  churcbea  and  parsonacei 


scorching  bed  and  thepsTment  of  a  thousand  poiinda 
of  silver ;  for.  by  the  head  of  my  Either,  thou  haat  no 
other  option." 

belonging  to  the  Abbey  of  Oroavaguel,  which  he  utterly  ranised 
as  an  unreasonable  demand,  and  the  more  so  that  lie  liad  aln!auy 
conveyed  them  to  John  Stewart  of  Cardooall,  br  whoso  interest 
he  had  been  made  Comrfiendator.  The  complainant  prooM>ds 
to  state,  that  he  was.  after  many  menaces,  stript,  bound,  and 
his  hmbs  exposed  to  fire  in  the  manner  already  described,  till, 
compelled  by  excess  of  agony,  he  subscribed  the  charter  and 
leases  presented  to  him,  of  the  contents  of  which  he  was  totally 
ignorant  A  (bw  days  aflerwaMs,  being  again  required  to  exe- 
cute a  ratification  of  these  deeds  before  a  notary  and  witnesses 
and  refusing  to  do  so,  he  was  once  more  subiected  to  the  sama  ^ 
torture,  until  his  agony  was  so  excesdivo  that  he  excIaimctU 
"  Fye  on  you,  why  do  you  not  strike  your  whingers  into  me,  or 
blow  me  up  with  a  barrel  of  powder,  rather  Uian  torture  me  thus 
unmerciAilly  7 '  upon  which  the  Earl  cnmmanded  Alexander 
Richard,  one  of  his  attendaats,  to  stop  the  patient's  mwuUi  wiUi 
a  napkin,  which  was  done  accordingly.  Thus  he  was  onra 
more  comiielled  to  submit  to  their  tyranny.  The  petiUon  con- 
cluded with  stating,  that  the  Earl,  under  pretence  of  Uie  deeds 
thus  iniquitously  obtained,  had  taken  possession  of  Ute  whole 
place  and  living  of  Crossraguel,  and  enjoyed  the  profits  thereof 
for  three  years. 

The  doom  of  the  Regent  and  Council  shows  sin^larly  the 
total  interruption  of  jusUco  at  this  calamitous  period.  e>-en  in 
Uie  most  clamant  cases  of  oppression.  'Phe  Council  declined 
interference  with  the  course  of  the  ordinary  justice  of  the  county, 
(which  was  completely  under  the  said  Earl  of  Cassilis'  eontrolj 
and  only  enacted,  that  he  should  forbear  molestation  of  Ute  un- 
fortunate commendator,  under  the  surety  of  two  thousand 
pounds  Scots.  The  E^l  was  appointed  also  to  keep  Uie  peace 
towards  the  celebrated  George  Buchanan,  who  had  a  peiiitiun 
out  of  the  same  Abbacy,  to  a  similar  extent,  and  uijder  Uio  like 
penalty.  » 

The  consequenoes  are  thus  described  by  Ute  Journalist  already 
quoted.  * 

"  The  said  Laird  of  Bai^any  perceiving  that  the  ordiner  jus- 
tice could  neither  help  the  oppressed,  nor  yet  the  ainictod.  ap 
plied  his  mind  to  the  next  remedy,  and  in  the  end.  by  his  serv- 
ants, took  the  house  of  Denure,  where  tlie  poor  Abbot  was  kept 
prisoner.  The  bruit  flew  fra  Carriek  to  Galloway,  and  so  sud- 
denly assembled  herd  and  liyreman  Uiat  pertained  to  Uic  band 
of  the  Kennedies ;  and  so  within  a  few  hours  was  tlie  house  of 
Denure  environed  again.  The  master  of  Cassilis  was  Uie  frack- 
ast  \i.  e.  tlie  readiest  or  tioldeat)  and  would  nqt  stay,  but  in  liia 
heat  would  lay  fire  to  Uie  dunpeon.  with  no  small  boosUng  Uiai 
all  enemies  wiUiin  the  house  should  die. 

"  He  was  required  and  adniouiehod  by  Uiose  Uiat  were  within 
to  be  more  moderate,  and  not  to  hazard  himself  so  foolishly. 
But  no  admonition  would  help,  till  tliat  the  wind  of  an  hacqutr- 
bute  blasted  his  shoulder,  and  Uien  ceased  he  from  further  pur- 
suit in  fury.  The  Laird  of  Bargany  had  tieforc  purclirai  (ob- 
tained) of  the  auUiorities,  letters,  charginjr  aU  faiUiful  subjects 
to  the  King's  Majesty,  to  OMist  him'affainst  Uiat  cruel  tyrant 
and  manswom  traitor,  the  Earl  of  Cassilis ;  which  letters,  with 
h^  private  writings,  he  puBlislied,  and  shortly  found  sic  con- 
currence of  Kyle  and  Cunynghamo  wiUi  his  other  friends,  that 
the  Carriek  company  drew  back  fra  the  house:  and  w  the 
other  approaclied,  rumiibed  the  !irn;=r  wirti  Tnr.rc  mm,  fU>iivaFf>4 
the  sain  Mr.  AIImi,  arnJ  e^rri«d  }um  i»  Ajr,  tvLirrts  fuitiiiL  L>  m 
Uie  market  cros-  ',i  tin;  fmi\  (4j*rb,  he  tU'tiiMvit  ij.nv  <  nm\!f  ]ii 
was  entreated,  1 1  I  Iww  ttie  mur^rrf^d  Kina^  ^iiHtirrd  uol  mc  h^r* 
ment  as  he  did.  inr-Trtmir  walF  Iw  c*eii|<eit  lUv  i1<*i;ThT  oflfli^, 
therefore,  publi(  i)  {lid  rcivok^  aEl  [hmci  lUni  wim?  ilubt^  m  tUbi 
extremity,  and  <  •|HM:ia]ly  lit  rrvi^kerd  tttu  ituii^^ri^tLiiii  uf  lim 
Uiree  wrltlnks,  i*  wil,  ijf  n  (tv^J  r?if  Imk  ^tt4  n\mUH*n  rvt*t 
tack,  ^nd  of  a  >-iiKLrtL-r  i>f  ftu.  An  J  «u  diet  lu>tt»  remaintfi,!, 
and  remains  (tn  ihii  i]ii|.  U»s  n\\  of  rcbfUftry,  l5TtJ  in 
the  cnstodv  of  \h<s  said  LatrrJ  uf  bertfiny  find  nf  m*  P-f- 
vants.  And  so  rruAlty  wan  tUnappumrpd  uf  j^rulleii  inii'jiDtii, 
and  shall  bo  et  fuii:LJJc  ^uni^liei^H  MLilfiM  hn  «intntilf  tnftrttt. 
And  this  ftr  for  iinj  cjucllr  cr^nsmilTcU,  ti*  #1**  fl^MiiftHi  yifiirt 
others,  and  to  st:  .u  qs  li^Tr  tim  tK:Kinritmu*rjt^|ini'i>(  drnjiiptniu 
nobility,  to  look  stuim:  i]il>(ni>ni]y  u^ion  titiur  lic^4iivK>iir«,  --vjua  lo 
paint  them  forUi  tiuio  the  vtm^d,  ihM  Unoy  tliumpi^iifi*  fh.jv  t«r 
ashamed  of  their  nwD  t>H''m^iLLnaii«,  and  Mint  Oil'  ^vurtd  nirii^  \Mt 
advertised  and  ^^n  niMni^he^J  lo  nmwt,  ^«t«4t,  And  avtiiA  iU* 
company  of  all  -n^  lynuht*,  »lio  ftre  noi  wmihif  fif  tlti^  ■*«  ktf 
of  men,  but  ougl^t  tn  ixi  ppiu  «tiiLdi?fi])f  lo  liw  deiil,  wtih  «^h<»ri) 
they  must  bura  ^^^  irhuui  fml,  fiir  ih>?jr  ^jntcmpt  o(  Qtnl,  nnd 
craelty  commiU^  i:  ngiin^t  hii  cfoatuw*  trt  Lm^vrhf  nfiil  lita 
broUier  be  Uie  firi,t  Ut  Uo  Uio  mumipJo  uulv  olIilvN.    Atntii- 

This  extract  has  been  somewhat  amended  or  roodemixed  in 
orthography,  to  render  it  more  intelligible  to  the  general  reader. 
I  have  to  add,  Uiat  Uio  Kennedies  of  Bargany,  who  intorl^riHl 
in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  Abbot,  were  Uicmselves  a  ynun;;fr 
branch  of  the  Caasilis  fknrily,  but  held  different  |>oliUu.  and 
were  powerful  enough  in  this,  and  other  instances,  to  bid  Uiem 


The  ultimate  Issue  of  thia  aflfkh'  does  not  appear  i  but  as  the 
house  of  Casiilis  are  still  in  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  liia 
feus  and  leases  which  belonged  to  Crossraguel  Abbey,  it  is  pni- 
bable  Uie  talons  of  the  King  of  Carriek  were  strong  enojch  ia 
those  disorderly  Umea,  to  retain  the  prey  which  Uicy  had  s« 
mercilessly  fixed  upon. 

I  may  also  add,  that  it  appears  by  some  papers  in  m»  possas- 
sion,  that  thc.ofncers  or  Country  Keepers  on  Uie  border.  w«re 
accustomed  to  torment  their  prisoner^  bv  binding  Uiem  lo  Hie 
iron  ban  of  their  chimneys,  to  extort  coofessioo. 

•  fianmtyiMVioMnair  ^(^"^^ 


S  IVANHOK  [Chat.  XXfi 

"It  is  irni>0P8l)lp,"  rxclaiincd  the  miserable  Jew —  •  nions  with  whom  I  (ravel.  They  scorned  me  as  i 
it  is  iinpottfiible  that  your  purriose  can  be  real !  The  •  Jew^  yet  they  pitied  my  desolation,  and  because  tbev 
g<>od  God  of  nature  never  made  a  heart  capable  of  tarried  to  aiu  nie  by  the  way,  a  share  of  my  evil  hiti 


exercising  such  cmeliy  I 

"Tnist  not  to  that, Isaac,"  saidPront-de-BrBuf,  "it 
were  a  fatal  error.  Dost  thou  think  that  1.  who  have 
fecn  ii  town  sacked,  in  which  thousands  of  my  Chris- 
tian countrj'men  perished  by  sword,  by  flood,  and  by 
fin^  will  blench  from  my  puiiwse  for  the  outcries  or 
pcreajua  of  one  sintrle  wrctcntd  Jew?— or  thinkest 
ihou  that  tht:se  swarthy  slaves,  who  have  neither  law, 
i»untr>',  nor  conscience,  but  their  master's  will— who 
use  the  poison,  or  the  stake,  or  the  poniard,  or  the 
roni,  at  iiis  slip^litest  wink— thinkest  thou  that  tfuy 
will  have  mercy,  who  do  not  even  understand  the 
Innpruage  in  which  it  is  asked.? — Be  wise,  old  mnn; 
di-scharse  tliy<tlf  of  a  portion  of  thy  superfluous  wealth ; 
repay  lo  the  hands  ot  a  Christian  a  part  of  what  thou 
hast  acquired  by  the  usury  thou  hast  practised  on 
those  of  his  relipion.  Thv  cunning  may  soon  swell 
out  once  more  thy  shrivelled  pursf,  but  neither  leech 
nor  medicine  can  restore  thy  scorched  hide  and  flesh 
wen  thou  once  stretched  on  these  bars.  Tell  down 
thy  ransom,  I  say,  and  rejoice  that  at  such  rate  thou 
canst  redeem  thee  from  a  dungeon,  the  secrets  of 
which  fiiw  have  returned  to  tell.  I  waste  no  more 
wonis  with  thee — choose  between  thy  dross  and  ihy 
flesh  and  blo(j(l,  and  as  thou  choosest,  so  shall  it  be. 

"  So  may  Abraham,  Jacob,  and  all  the  fathers  of 
my  ]M:Ople  assist  mr,"  said  Isaac,  "  I  caimot  make  the 
choice,  Wcnuse  I  have  not  the  means  of  satisfying 
your  exorbitant  demand  T' 

"  Seize  him  and  .Mrip  him  slaves,"  said  the  knight, 
"and  let  the  fathers  of  his  race  assist  him  if  tliey 
can." 

The  assistants,  taking  their  directions  more  from 
the  Harem's  eye  and  his  hand  than  his  ton^e,  once 
more  st(pf)ed  forward,  laid  hands  on  the  unfortunate 
Isr\ac,  plucked  him  up  from  the  ground,  and,  holding 
him  l)e!ween  them,  waitixl  the  hard-hearted  Baron's 
farther  signal.  Tlie  imhafipy  Jew  eyed  their  coruite- 
iiani-es  aiid  that  of  Front-«li-Bo'uf,  in  hope  of  di.seo- 
veriri!?  tome  symntoms  of  relenting:  but  that  of  the 
Har<iii  exhibited  the  same  cold,  half-sullen,  half-sar- 
custic  smile  which  had  bet  n  the  prelude  to  his  cruel- 
ty ;  and  the  savage  Vvls  of  the  Saracens,  roiling 
gluoniily  under  their  dark  hrows,  acquiring  a  yet 
iiniro  sinister  expression  by  the  wliileness  of  the  cir- 
cle which  surrounds  the  pupil,  evinced  rather  the 
Secret  j)ltasun:  which  tluy  cxpecfeil  from  the  ap- 
proachmg  scene,  than  any'rcluctunee  to  be  its  direc- 
tors or  agents.  The  Jew  then  looked  at  the  glowing 
furnnee,  over  which  he  was  presently  lo  be  streteluil, 
am!  seeing  no  chance  of  his  tonuentors  relenting, 
his  res«)lniion  gave  way. 

"I  will  pav."  he  said,  "the  thousand  pounds  of 
silvir— Thatls,"  he  added  after  a  moment's  pause,  "I 
will  pay  it  with  the  help  of  my  brethren;  for  I  must 
beg  a*i  a  mendicant  at  the  door  of  our  synagogue  ere 
1  make  up  so  unheard-of  a  sum.- When  and  where 
liiiJPt  it  ln»  (ielivrred  ?" 

"Ilrre,"  nphed  Front-de-Bo'uf;  "here  it  must  W 
dc'livered— wiighL-d  it  must  be— weighed  and  told 
d««wn  on  this  vi.ry  (lunucon  floor. — Thinkest  thou  I 
will  F'irt  with  thee  untd  thy  ransom  is  secure?" 

"And  what  i^  to  he  my  surety,"  said  the  Jew, 
"  that  I  shall  be  at  liberty  after  this  ransom  is  paid?'' 

'The  word  of  a  Norman  noble,  thou  pawn-broking 
slave,' answered  Front-de-Bernt;  "the  faith  of  a 
Norman  nobleman,  more*  pure  than  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver of  thee  and  all  thy  triln?." 

"1  crave  j|)ardon,  noble  lonl,"  said  Isaac  timidly, 
•* but  uherrf()n'  should  I  rely  wholly  on  the  word  of 
on*  who  will  trust  nothing  to  mine'?" 

"  Because?  thou  canst  hot  help  it,  Jew,"  said  the 
knight,  sternly.  "Wert  thou  now  in  thv  treasure- 
»hnni!)er  at  Vork.  and  were  I  cravinc  a  loan  of  thy 
slK-kr.ls,  it  would  ue  thine  to  dictate  the  time  of  pay- 
ini  ut,  and  the  pli'eige  of  security.  This  is  my  tre>a- 
sure-chamber.  Here  I  have  thee  at  advantage,  nor 
will  I  again  deign  to  repe.it  the  tenns  on  which'I 
gr/inr  th.-c  Jibe riv." 

The  Jew  pTOiined  de-eply.  -"Orant  me,"  he  said, 
'Mt  least  Willi  my  own  liticrty,  that  of  the  compu- 


come  upon  them ;  moreover,  they  may  contribute  ia 
some  sort  to  my  ransom." 

"If  thou  meanest  yonder  Saxon  churls,"  said 
Front-de-B(puf, "  their  ransom  will  depend  upon  oiher 
terms  than  thine.  Mind  thine  own  concerns,  Jew,  I 
warn  thee,  and  meeidle  not  with  those  of  others." 

"I  am,  then,"  said  Isaac,  "emly  to  be  set  at  liberty, 
together  with  mine  wounded  friend?" 

Shall  I  twice  recommend  if,"  said  Front-de> 
Ba»uf,  "  to  a  son  of  Israel,  to  meddle  with  his  ovn 
concerns,  and  leave  those  of  others  alone  ?— Since 
thou  hast  made  thy  choice,  it  remains  but  that  thw 
pave^t  down  thy  ransom,  and  that  at  a  short  dav.*' 

■\et  hear  me,"  said  the  Jew^— "for  the  sake  of 
that  very  wealth  which  thou  wouldst  obtain  at  the 

expense  of  thy" Here  he  stopt  short,  afraid  of  iiri 

tating  the  savage  Norman.  But  Front-dc-Bceuf  only 
laughed,  and  hunself  filled  up  the  blank  at  which  the 
Jew  had  hesitated.  "At  the  expense  of  my  coo- 
science,  thou  wouldst  sav,  Isaac ;  siH'ok  it  out— I  tell 
thee,  I  am  reasonable.  I  can  hear  the  repmachts  oi 
a  loser,  even  when  that  loser  is  a  Jew.  Thou  wtrt 
not  so  patient,  Isaac,  when  thou  elidst  invoke  justice 
against  Jacques  Fitzdotterel,  for  caUing  thee  a  usu- 
rious blrxKl-sucker,  when  thy  exactions  Dad  devoured 
his  patrimony." 

"1  swear  by  the  Talmud,"  said  the  Jew/' that  yooi 
valour  has  been  misie-d  in  that  matter.  Firzdotttiel 
drew  his  ponianl  upon  me  in  mine  own  chamber, 
because  I  craved  him  for  mine  own  silver.  Theteim 
of  payment  was  due  at  the  Passover." 

"I  care  neit  what  he  did."  said  Front-de-Ba»uf| 
"the  question  is,  when  shall  I  have  mine  own!— 
when  shall  I  have  the  shekels,  Isaac?" 

"Let  mx  daughter  Rebecca  go  forth  to  York." 
.insweRd  Isaac,  "  with  your  safe  conduct,  nfible 
knight,  and  so  soon  as  man  and  hocse  can  rerum, 

the  treasure" Here  he  groane-d  deeplv,  but  added, 

after  the  pause  of  a  few  seconds,— "  The  treasure 
shall  be  told  down  on  this  very  fliwr.'* 

"Thy  daughter!"  said  Fronf-de^-Bonuf,  oa  if  m^ 
pri.<ed,— "By  heavens,  Isaac,  I  wouhl  1  had  knowa 
of  this.  I  dee'med  that  yonder  black-browed  girl  hsd 
bee'U  thy  concubine,  and  I  gave  her  to  be  a  hand- 
maiden to  Sir  Brian  de  Bois-Guiibert,  after  the  fash- 
ion of  jjatriarchs  and  heroes  of  the  days  of  old,  «Lo 
set  us  m  these  matters  n  wholesome  example." 

The  yell  which  Ifaac  raistd  at  this  nnfeelinc  com- 
munication made  the  very  vault  to  ring,  aiid  zi 
tounded  the  two  Saracens  so  much  that  they  let  so 
their  hold  of  the  Jew.  He  availed  himsi  If  of  his 
enlargeme>nt  to  throw  him^^elf  on  the  pavement,  and 
clasp  the  knees  of  Frunt-de-BoDuf. 
^"Take  all  that  you  have  asked,"  said  he^  "Sir 
Knight— take  ten  times  more— nthie'e  me  to  mm  ana 
to  iKggary,  if  thou  wilt,— nay,  pierce  me  with  thy  poa 
iard,  broil  ine  on  that  furnace,  but  si>are  my  daugnter, 
dt^liver  her  in  safety  and  honour !— As  thou  art  bum 
of  womun^  spare  the  honour  of  a  helpless  maiden- 
She  is  the  image;  of  my  deceased  R.ichael,  slie  is  the 
last  of  six  ple-dges  of  her  love* — Will  you  deprive  t 
widowe-d  husband  of  his  sole  remaining  comfort  ?^ 
Will  you  reduce  a  father  to  wish  that  his  only  living 
child  were  laid  besido  her  dead  mother,  in  the  tomo 
of  our  fathers  ?" 

"I  would,"  said  the  Norman,  somewhat  relendog, 
*'that  I  had  known  of  this  be'feirc.  I  thought  ywiT 
race  had  loved  nothing  save  thiir  money-bags." 

"Think  not  so  \iUly  of  us.  Jews  theuigh  we  be,'* 
said  Isaac,  eager  to  improve  the  moment  of  appaR'Dt 
sympathy;  "the  hunted  fox,  the  tortured  wiMcitj 
loves  its  young— the  dosniseil  and  persecuted  raceol 
Abraham  love  their  children !" 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Front-de-Bcpiif ;  '*  I  will  btliere  il 
in  future,  Isaac,  for  thy  very  sake— but  it  aids  us  iiol 
now,  I  cannot  help  what  has  happened,  or  «.hat  is  to 
follow;  my  word  is  passeel  to  iny  comrade nn  anni^ 
nor  would  I  break  it  for  ten  Jews  and  Jewesses  w 
boot.  Besides,  why  shouldst  thou  think  evil  is  to 
come  to  the  girl,  even  if  slie  becamo  Bois-Guilben  I 
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•There  will  there  muat  f*  eioUimed  X««c,  wring- 
ing his  hands  in  agony;  "when  did  Templars 
breathe  aught  but  cruelty  to  men,  and  dishonour  to 
women  !'* 

"Dog  of  an  infidel,"  said-  Front-de-Boeu^  with 
eparkling  eyes,  and  not  sorry,  perhaps,  to  seixe  a  pre- 
text for  working  himself  into  a  passion,  "blaspheme 
Mt  the  Holy  Order  of  the  Temple  of  Zion,  but  take 
thought  instead  to  pay  me  the  ransom  tliou  hast  pro- 
misKL,  or  wo  betide  thy  Jewish  throat  I" 

•*  Robber  and  villain  V*  said  the  Jew.  retorting  the 
madts  of  his  oppressor  with  passion,  whifh.  however 
impotent,  he  now  found  it  impossible  to  bridle,  "F 
will  pay  thee  nothing— not  one  silver  penny  will, I 
Dsr  thee,  unless  my  daughter  is  delivn«d  to  me  in 
safety  and  honour  f 

**  Art  thou  in  thy  senses,  Israelite  T'  said  the  Nor- 
man, sternly— "has  Uiy  flesh  and  blood  a  charm 
against  heated  iron  and  scalding  oil  T 

I  care  not !"  said  the  Jew,  rendered  desperate  bj 
paternal  affection :  "  do  thy  worst.  My  daughter  is 
my  flesh  and  blood,  dearer  to  me  a  thousand  times 
than  thofle  limbs  which  thy  cruelty  threatens.  No 
lilvtr  will  I  give  thee,  unless  I  were  to  pour  it  molten 
down  thy  avaricious  throat— no,  not  a  silver  penny 
vill  I  give  thee,  NazareneL  were  it  to  save,  thee  from 
the  de^  damnation  thy  whole  life  has  merited !  Take 
my  Hfe  if  thou  wilt,  and  say^  x\»  Jew,  amidst  his  tor- 
tures, knew  how  to  disappoint  xhe  Christian." 

"We  shall  see  that,"  said  Pront-de-B<Euf ;  "for by 
the  Messed  rood,  whieh  is  the  abomination  of  thy 
accursed  tribe,  thou  shalt  feel  the  extremities  of  fire 
and  steel !— Strip  him,  slaves,  and  chain  him  down 
t^oa  the  bars." 

In  spite  of  the  feeble  struggles  of  the  old  man,  the 
Saracens  had  already  torn  from  him  his  upper  gar- 
ment, and  were  proceeding  totalljr  to  disrobe  nun, 
when  the  sound  of  a  bugle,  twice  winded  without  the 
eastle,  penetrated  even  to  the  recesses  of  the  dungeon, 
•nd  immediately  after  loud  voices  were  heard  calling 
for  Sir  Reginald  Pront-de-Bojuf.  Unwilling  to  be 
found  engaged  in  his  hellish  occupation,  the  savage 
Baron  gave  the  slaves  a  signal  to  restore  Isaac's  gar- 
ment, and,  quitting  the  dungeon  with  his  attendants, 
he  left  the  Jew  to  thank  GJod  for  his  own  deliverance, 
or  to  lament  over  his  daughter's  captivity,  and  proba- 
ble fate,  as  his  personal  or  parental  feelings  might 
prove  strongest 


»  CHAPTER  XXIII. 
Najr,  if  tlM  genUe  ipirit  of  moTinff  words 
Cu  no  way  change  rou  to  a  milder  form, 
1*0  woo  jroo.  like  a  Midler,  at  arms*  end, 
▲ad  l«f«  you  'rainat  tha  nature  of  love.  ft>re«  you. 
Two  QentUmn^Verm 

Tie  apartment  to  which  the  Lady  Rowona  hod 
been  introduced  was  fitted  up  with  some  rude  at- 
tempts at  ornament  and  magnificence,  and  her  being 
placed  there  might  be  considered  as  a  peculiar  mark 
of  respect  not  onered  to  the  other  prisoners.  But  the 
wife  of  Pn>nt-de-B<Buli  for  whom  it  had  been  origii 
nally  fiimished,>firas  long  dead,  and  decay  and  neg- 
lect had  impaired  the  few  ornaments  with  which  her 
taste  had  adorned  it  The  tapestry  hung  down  from 
the  walls  in  many  places,  and  m  others  was  tarnished 
and  fiulad  under  the  eflects  of  the  sun,  or  tattered  and 
decayed  by  age.  Desolate,  however,  as  it  was,  this 
Was  the  apartment  of  the  castle  which  had  been 
JuHged  most  fitting  for  the  iiccommodation  of  the 
Saxon  heiress;  and  here  she  was  left  to  me(Htate 
■pon  her  fateu  until  the  actors  in  this  nefarious  drama 
had  arrangea  the  several  parts  which  each  of  them 
was  to  pem»rm.  This  had  been  settled  in  a  council 
held  by  Front-de-BcBuf;  De  Bracy,  and  the  Templar, 
m  which,  after  a  bng  and  warm  debate  concerning 
the  several  advantages  which  each  insisted  upon 
derivm^  firom  his  peculiar  share  in  this  audacious 
^terpnse,  they  had  at  length  determined  the  fate  of 


The  interval  had  not  entirely  been  bestowed  in 
holding  council  with  his  confederates,  for  De  Bracy 
had  found  leisure  to  decorate  his  person  with  nil  the 
foppery  of  the  times.  His  green  cassock  and  vizard 
were  now  flung  aside.  Hislong  luxuriant  hair  was 
trained  to  flow  in  ouaint  trasses  down  his  richly  furred 
cloak.  His  beard  was  c}osely  shaved,  his  doublet 
reached  to  the  middle  of  hia  leg,  and  the  girdle  which 
secured  it,  and  at  the  same  time 'supported  his  pon- 
derous sword,  was  embroidered  and  embossed  with 
cold  work.  We  have  already  noticed  the  extravagant 
fashion  of  the  shoes  at  this  period,  and  the  points  of 
Maurice  de  Bracy's  might  have  challenged  the  prize 
of  extravagance  with  the  gayest,  being  turned  up  and 
twisted  like  the  boms  of  a  ram.  Such  was  the  dress 
of  a  gallant  of  the  period ;  and,  in  the  present  instance, 
that  eflect  was  aided  by  the  handsome  person  and 
good  demeanour  of  the  wearer,  whose  manners  par- 
took alike  of  the  grace  of  a  courtier,  and  the  frankness 
of  a  soldier. 

He  saluted  Rowena  by  doffing  his  velvet  bonnet, 

Samished  with  a  golden  brooch,  representing  St 
lichael  trampling  down  the  Prince  of  Evil.  With 
.this,  he  gently  motioned  the  lady  to  a  seat ;  and,  as 
she  still  retained  her  standing  posture,  the  knight 
unloved  his  right  hand,  and  motioned  to  conduct  her 
thitner.  But  Rowena  declined,  by  her  gesture,  the 
profiered  compliment,  and  replied.  If  I  be  in  the  pro- 
scnce  of  my  jailor.  Sir  Knight— nor  will  circumstaqijes 
allow  me  to  think  otherwise--it  best  becomes  ^is 
prisoner  to  remain  standing  till  she  learns  her  doom." 

"Alas I  fair  Rowena,"  returned  De  Bracy,  "you 
are  in  presence  of  your  captive,  not  your  jailor  j 
and  it  is  from  your  fair  eyes  that  De  iBracy  must 
receive  that  doom  which  voo  fondly  eamectfrom  him." 

**  I  know  you  not,  sir,"^  said  the  lady,  drawing  her- 
self up  with  all  the  pride  oAflended  rank  a^d  beauty; 
''  I  know  you  not— and  the  insolent  familiarity  with 
which  you  apply  to  me  the  jargon  of  a  troubadour, 
forms  no  apology  for  the  violence  of  a  robber." 

"To  thyself,  fair  maid,"  answered  De  Braoy,  in  his 
former  lone— "to  thine  own  charms  bo  ascribed  . 
I  r  whate'er  I  have  done  which  passed  the  respect  due  to 
^  her  whom  I  have  chosen  queen  of  my  heart,  and 
loadstar  of  my  eyes." 

"I  repeat  to  you.  Sir  Knight,  that  I  know  you  not, 
and  that  no  man  wearing  chain  and  rours  ought  thus 
to  intrude  himself  upon  the  presence  of  an  unprotected 
ladv." 

"That  I  am, unknown  to  you,"  said  De  Bracy,  "is 
indeed  my  misfortune;  yet  let  me  hope  that  De 
Bracy's  name  has  not  yet  been  always  Anspoken, 
when  minstrels  or  heralds  have  praised  deeds  of  chiv- 
alry, whether  in  the  lists  or  in  the  battle-field." 

**  To  heralds  and  to  minstrels,  then,  leave  thy  praise, 
Sir  Knight,"  raplied  Rowena,  ^*  more  suiting  for  their 
mouths  than  for  thine  own ;  and  tell  mo  which  of 
them  shall  record  in  song,  or  in  book  of  tourney,  the 
memorable con<}uest  of  this  night,  a  con9uest  obtained 
over  an  old  mail;  followed  by  a  few  timid  hinds ;  and 
its  bootv,  an  unK>rtunate  maiden,  transported  against 
her  will  to  the  castle  of  a  robber  7" 

"You  are  unjust,  Lady  Rowena,"  said  the  knight, 
biting  his  lips  in  some  confusion,  and  speaking  in  a 
tone  more  natural  to  him  than  that  of  afl«cted  gallan- 
try, which  he  had  at  firat  adopted ;  "  yourself  (ree  from 
passion,  you  can  allow  no  excuse  for  the  frenzy  of 


their  unhappy  prisoners. 
It  was  iibout  the  hour  of  noon,  therefore,  when  De 

Bracy  for  whose  advantage  the  expedition  had  been 

arst  planned,  appeared  to  prosecote  his  views  upon  I  courtly  languagOc 
BW  hand  and  powsssioni  of  the  Lady  Ro woa.  |    "Courtesy  of  tongue,"  said  Rowena, 

i*3* 


another,  although  caused  by  yoiu-  own  beauty." 

*•  I  pray  you,  Sir  Knight,"  said  Rowena,  "to  t 

a  language  so  commonly  used  by  strolling  minstrels, 
that  it  b^mes  not  the  mouth  of  knights  or  nobles. 
Gertes,  you  constrain  me  to  ait  down,  since  you  enter 
upon  such  commonplace  terms,  of  which  each  vile 
crowder  hath  a  stock  that  mi^t  last  from  l^oe  to 
Christmas." 

"  Proud  damsel"  said  De  Bracy,  incensed  at  find- 
ing his  gallant  style  procured  him  nothing  but  con 
tempt— ^  proud  damsel,  thou  shalt  be  as  proudly 
encountered.  Know  then,  that  I  have  supported  mjr 
pretensions  to  your  hand  in  the  way  that  best  suited 
thy  character.  It  is  meoter  for  thy  humour  to  \f6 
wooed  with  bow  and  bill,  than  in  set  terms,  and  m 
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Uidd  to  veil  churliBhnesQ  of  deed,  is  but  a  knight's 
girdle  aroUnd  tho  breast  of  a  base  clown.  I  wonder 
not  that  the  restraint  appears  to  ,gall  you— more  it 
were  for  your  honour  to  nave  reta  qed  the  dress  and 
language  of  an  outlaw,  than  to  veil  the  deeds  of  one 
under  an  affectation  of  gentle  language  and  de- 
meanour." f 

"You  counsel  well,  lady."  said  theNontaan ;  "and 
in  the  bold  language  which  oest  justifies  bold  action, 
I  tell  thee,  thou  shalt  never  leave  this  casd&  or  thou 
shalt  leave  it  as  Maurice  de  Bracjr's  wife.  I  am  not 
wont  to  be  baffled  in  my  enterprises,  nor  needs  a 
Norman  noble  8cnIpulou^ly  to  vmdicate  his  conduct 
to  the  Saxon  maiden  whom  he  distinguishes  by  the 
oifer  of  his  hand.  Thou  art  proud,  Rowena,  and  thou 
art  the  fitter  to  be  my  wife.  By  what^  other  means 
couldst  thou  be  raised  to  high  honour  and  to  nrincely 
place,  saving  by  my  alliance  ?  How  else  woulost  thou 
escape  from  the  mean  precincts  of  a  country  grange, 
where  Saxons  herd  with  the  swine  which  form  their 
wealth,  to  take  .thy  seat,  honoured  as  thou  shouldst 
be^  and  shalt  be,  amid  all  in  England  that  is  distin- 
guished by  beauty,  or  dimified  by  power  7" 

"  Sir  Knight."  replied  Rowena,  *'the  grange  which 
you  contemn  hath  been  my  shelter  from  mfancy; 
and,  trust  me,  when  I  leave  it— should  that  day  ever 
arrive— it  shall  be.  with  one  who  has  not  learnt  to 
despise  the  dwelling  and  manners  in  whidi  I  have 
been  brought  up.*'  I 

**!  guess  your  meanmg,  lady,*'  said  De  Bracy, 
"though  you  may  think  it  Hes  too  obscure  for  my 
apprehension.  But  dream  not,  that  Richard  Coeur 
de  Lion  will  ever  resume  his  throne,  far  less  that 
Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe,  his  minion,  will  ever  lead  thee  to 
his  footstool,  to  be  there  welcomed  as  the  bride  of  a 
favourite.  Another  suitor  might  feel  jealousy  while 
he  touched  this  string;  bi^my  firm  purpose  cannot 
be  changed  by  a  passion  so  chddisl}  and  so  hopeless. 
Know,  lady,  that  this  rival  is  in  ray  power,  and  that 
it  rests  but  with  me  to  betrav  the  secret  ot  his  being 
within  the  castle  to  Front-ae-B(suf,  whose  jealousy 
.  will  be  more  fatal  than  mine." 

"  Wilfred  here  T  said  Rowena.  in  disdain ;  "  that  is 
as  true  as  that  Front-de-Boeuf  is  his  rival." 

De  Bracy  looked  at  her  steadily  for  an  instant 
"  Wert  thou  really  ignorant  of  this  T  said  he ;  "  didst 
thounpt  know  that  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe  travelled  in 
the  litter  of  the  Jew  1— a  meet  conveyance  for  the  cru- 
sader, whose  doughty  arm  was  to  reconquer  the  Holy 
Sepulchre !"    Apd  he  laughed  scornfully. 

And  if  he  is  here,"  said  Rowena,  compelling  her- 
self to  a  tone  of  indifierence,  thougn  tremoling  with 
an  agony  of  apprehension  which  she  could  not  sup- 
press, "  in  what  is  he  the  rival  of  Front-de-Bceuf ?  or 
what  has  he  to  fear  beyond  a  short  imprisonroent,  and 
an  honoul-able'Vansom,  according  to  the  use  of  chi- 
valry?" 

"Rowena,"  said  De  Bracy,  "  artlhou,  too,  deceived 
by  the  common  error  of  thy  sex,  who  think  there  cah 
be  no  rivalry  but  that  respecting  their  own  charms  1 
Knoweet  thou  not  there  is  a  jealousy  of  ambition  and 
of  wealth,  as  well  as  of  love;  and  that  this  our  host, 
F  ront-de-Bojuf,  will  push  fiom  his  road  him  who  op- 
poses his  claim  to  the  fair  barony  of  Ivanhoe,  as  rea- 
dily, eagerly,  and  unscrupulously,  as  if  he  were  pre* 
ferred  to  him  by  some  blue-eyed  damsel  %  But  smile 
on  my  suit,  lady,  and  the  wounded  champion  shall 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  Front-de-B(Pufi  whom  else 
thou  mayst  mourn  for,  as  in  the  hands  of  one  who 
has  never  shown  compassion." 

"  Save  hihi,  for  the  love  of  Heaven  1"  said  Roweiut, 
her  firmness  giving  way  imder  terror  for  her  lovers 
impending  fate. 

"I  can— I  will— it  ib  my  purpose,"  said  De  Bracy ; 
''foftj^hen  Rowena  consents  to  be  the  bride  of  De 
Bracy,  who  is  it  shall  dare  to  put  forth  a  violent  hand 
upon  her  kinsman— the  son  pi  her  guardian— the  com- 
panion of  her  youth  ?  But  it  is  thy  love  must  buy  his 
proteodon.  I  am  not  romantic  fool  enough  to  furthier 
the  fortune,  or  avert  the  fate,  of  one  who  is  likely  to  be 
«  successful  obstacle  between  me  and  my  wisheo.  Use 
ihine  innuenoe  with  me  in  his  behalf,  and  h#»  is  safe,— 
lefuse  to  employ  it,  Wilfred  dies,  and  thou  thrMlf  art 
Bfit  the  nearer  to  freedom." 
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**Th]r  langufi|;e,"  answered  Rowena. "  hath  in  its 
indifierent  blunmess  something  which  cannot  be 
reconciled  with  the  horrors  it  seems  to  expressL  I 
believe  not  that  thy  puipose  is  so  wicked,  or  tny  power 
so  great" 

*^Flatter  thyself;  then,  with  that  belief"  raid  De 
Bracy. "  until  time  shall  prove  it  false.  Thy  lover  Kes 
wounded  in  this  castle— thy  prefared  lover.  He  is  a 
bar  betwixt  Front-de  Boeui  and  that  which  Piont-de- 
BcBuf  loves  better  than  either  ambitwn  or  beauty. 
What  will  it  cost  beyond  the  blow  of  a  poniard,  or  the 
thrust  of  a  javelin,  to  silence  his  oppositk)n  for  ever  ? 
Nay,  were  FrOnt-de-Bceuf  afraid  to  justify  a  deed  so 
open,  let  the  leech  but  give  his  patient  a  wrong  draught 
—let  the  chamberlain,  or  the  nurse  who  tends  him,  but 
pluck  the  pillow  from  his  head,  and  Wilfred,  in  his 
present  condition,  is  sped  without  the  effiiaion  of  Mood. 
Cedric  also" 

"And  Cedric  also,"  said  Rowena,  rmating  his 
words ;  "  my,  noble— my  generous  guardian  !  I  de- 
served the  evil  I  have  encountered.  Tor  forgetting  his 
fate  even  in  that  of  his  son !" 

"Ccdric's  fate  also  depends  upon  thy  determi- 
nation," said  De  Bracy :  "  and  I  leave  thee  to  form  it" 

Hitherto  Rowena  had  sustained  her  part  in  this  try- 
ing scene  with  undismayed  courage,  but  it  was  be- 
cause she  had  not  considered  the  danger  as  eerioas 
and  imminent  Her  disposition  was  naturally  that 
which  physiognomists  consider  as  proper  to  fair  com- 
plexions, mild,,  timid,  and  gentle :  but  it  had  been  tem- 
pered, and,  as  it  were,  hardened,  by  the  circumstances 
of  her  education.  Accustomed  to  see  the  will  of  all. 
even  of  Cedric  himself  (sufificiently  arbitrary  with 
others,)  give  way  before  her  wishes,  she  had  acquired 
that  sort  of  courage  and  self-confidence  which  arises 
from  the  habitual  and  constant  deference  of  the  (^rele 
in  which  we  move.  She  could  scarce  conceive  die 
I'  "  '  *"!  r  %%m  lieing  opposed,  &r  less  that  of 
K?;  '^ywv'A  sn.TtrLi]  \vi([i  cutal,  disregard. 

J  It  r  hiiugij  liriL'^N  nncl  habit,  of  domination  waa,  tfaere> 
fnr. ,  [I  rictitiouH  chnrut  ter,  induced  oyer  tliat  which 
w  a^  rsfitiiral  to  lic^r,  vncl  it  deserted  her  when  her  eyes 
jjv-  T-.  opctied  to  (1 1  cxtLUt  of  her  own  danger,  as  well 
^:h  Ehiit  CI r her  Iovl  amf  her  guardian;  and  when  she 
found  her  will,  (ho  eiiizlttest  expression  of  which  virss 
wont  ro  (;o«mmeid  rcapjct  apd  attention,  now  placed 
in  I'ppu^tion  to  that  of  a  man  of  a  strong,  fierce,  and 
dtTi  rtciiiifd  mind,  who  possessed  the  advantage  over 
hir.  niid  WHS  resolved  u>  use  it,  she  quailed  before  han. 

iftcr  cafflTirvff  her  eyty  aroimd,  as  if  to  look  lor  the 
aiil  which  wa»  nowhern  to  be  fuund  anfllaiter  a  few 
broken  imirirctlon^,  ^!ie  raised  her  hands  to  heaven. 
art  J  burst  m'o  n  j^n^toii  of  uncontrolled  vexation  and 
sorrow.  It  was  impc^ihle  to  see  so  beautiful  a  crea- 
ture in  such  extre^ittv  without  feeling  for  her,  and  JDe 
Bracy  was  not  unmoved,  though  he  was  yet  more 
embarrassed  thtin  touched.  He  had,  in  troth,  gone 
too  far  to  <ecede ;  and  yet,  in  Rowena's  present  oon- 
didon.  she  could  not  be  acted  on  either  by  an^mnent 
orthieats.  He  paced  the  apartment  to  and  fro,  now 
vainly  exhorting  the  terrined  maiden  te  compose 
aer5eU;  now  hesitating  concerning  his  own  line  oIL 
conduct 

I(  thouffht  he,  I  should  be  moved  by  the  team  and 
sorrow  of  this  disconsolate  damsel,  what  should  1 
reap  but  the  loss  of  those  fair  hopes  for  which  I  have 
encounter^  so  much  risk,  adH  the  ridicule  of  Princr 
John  and  his  iovial  comrades.  "  And  yet,"  he  miA 
to  himself;  "I  feel  myself  ill-framed  mr  the  part 
which  I  am  playing.  I  cannot  look  on  so  fair  a  nee 
whilb  it  is  disturbed  with  agony,  or  on  those  eyts 
when  they  are  drownac^flk  tears.  I  would  she  hsd 
retained  her  original  haughtiness  of  disposition^  or 
that  I  had  a  larger  share  of  Frant-de-BoBuTs  thnee- 
temperdd  hardness  of  heart !" 

Agitated  by  these  thoughts,  he  could  only  bid  the 
unfortunate  Rowena  be  comforted,  and  assure  her, 
that  as  yet  she  had  no  reason  for  the  excess  of  de> 
spair  to  which  she  was  now  giving  way.  But  in  this 
taskof  consolation  De  Bracy  was  mtemipted  by  the 
horn,  "  hoarse-winded  blowing  far  and  keen,"  wfakh 
had  at*  the  same  time  alaitned  the  other  inmates  ci 
the  castle,  and  interrupted  their  several  Dlans  oi 
avarice  and  of  license.   Of  them  all,  perbHW  Da 
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Bracy  least  resisted  the  intemiption^  for  his  donfeiv 
ence  with  theLady  Rowena  had  amved  at  a  point, 
wihere  hs  found  it  equally  difflcult  to  proaecute.or  to 
leaigii  his  oiterpiise. 

And  here  we  cannot  but  think  it  necessanr  to  offer 
some  better  proof  than  the  incidents  of  an  idle  tale,  to 
Tindicate  the  melancholy  representation  of  manners 
.  which  has  been  lust  laid  before  the  reader.  It  is 
gnevous  to  think  that  those  valiant  barons,  to  whose 
stand  against  the  crown  the  liberties  of  England  were 
indebted  for  their  ezistencet  should  themselves  have 
been  such  dreadful  oppressors,  and  capable  of  excesses 
oontrary  not  only  to  the  laws  of  jSngland,  but  to 
those  of  nature  and  humanitv.  But,  alas!  we  have 
oidy  to  extract  from  the  industrious  Henry  one  of 
those  numerous  passages  which  he  has  collected 
from  contemporary  historians,  to  prove  that  fiction 
itself  can  hardly  reach  the  dark  reahty  of  the  hor- 
rors of  the  i>eriod. 

The  description  given  by  the  author  of  the  Saxon 
Chronicle  of  the  cruelties  exercised  in  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen  bv  the  great  barons  and  lords  of  cas- 
tles, who  were  ail  Normans,  atfords  a  strong  proof  of 
the  excesses  of  which  thev  were  capable  wnen  their 
passions  were  inflamed.  ^  "They  grievously  oppressed 
the  poor  people  by  building  castles ;  and  when  they 
were  buut,  thev  filled  them  with  wicked  men,  or 
rather  devus,  who  seiied  both  men  and  women  who 
they  imagined  had  any  money,  threw  them  into  pri- 
son, and  put  them  to  more  cruel  tortures  than  the 
martyrs  ever  endured.  They  suffocated  some  in  mud, 
and  suspended  others  by  the  feet,  or  the  head,  or  the 
thumbs,  kindling  fires  below  them.  They  squeezed 
the  heads  of  some  with  knotted  cords  till  they 
pierced  their  brains,  while  they  threw  others  into 
dungeons  swarming  with  serpents,  snakes,  and 
toads."  But  it  would;  be  cruel  to  put  the  reader  to  the 
pain  of  perusing  the  remainder  of  this  description.* 

As  another  mstance  of  these  bitter  fruits  of  con- 
Quest,  and  periiaps  the  strongest  thatx^an  be  quoted, 
we  mav  mention,  that  the  Empress  Matilda,  though 
a  daughter  of  the  King  of  Scotland,  and  afterwards 
DQth  (iueen  of  England  and  Empress  of  Germany, 
the  daughter,  the  wife,  and  the  mother  of  monarchs, 
was  obliged,  during  her  early  residence  for  education 
m  England,  to  assume  the  veil  of  a  nun,  as  the  only 
means  of  eecaping  the  Ucentious  pursuit  of  the  Nor- 
man nobles.  This  excuse  she  stated  before  a  great 
council  of  the  clergy  of  England,  as  the  sole  reason 
(or  her  having  taken  the  reugious  habit.  The  assem- 
bled clergy  admitted  the  validity  of  the  plea,  and  the 
notsriety  of  the  circumstances  upon  which  it  was 
founded ;  giving  thus  an  indubitable  and  most  remark- 
able tesumonx  to  the  existence  of  that  disgraceful 
license  by  which  that  age  was  stained.  It  was  a 
natter  or  public  knowledge,  they  said,  that  after  the 
cooqnest  of  King  William,  his  Norman  followers, 
dated  by  so  great  a  victory,  acknowledged  no  law 
bat  their  own  wicked  pleasure,  and  not  onlv  despoiled 
the  conquered  Saxons  of  their  Unds  and  their  goods, 
but  invaded  the  honour  of  their  wives  and  of  their 
daughters  with  the  most  unbridled  license;  and 
hence  it  was  then  common  for  matrons  and  maidens 
of  noble  frimilies  to  assume  the  veil,  and  take  shelter 
m  convents,  not  as  called  thither  by  the  vocation  of 
God,  but  aoldy  to  preserve  their  honour  from  the 
unbridled  wickedness  of  man. 

Such  and  so  Ucentious  were  th^  times,  m  &n- 
^qoQoed  by  the  public  declaration  of  the  assembled 
uergy,  reeorded  by  Eadmer ;  and  we  need  add  no- 
thing more  to  vindicate  the  probabiUty  of  the  scenes 
which  we  have  detailed,  and  are  about  to  detail  iroon 
the  more  apocryphal  authority  of  the  Wardour  MS. 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 
rn  woo  tor  M  tlM  Uon  woos  his  brido. 

Dongln. 

.  ,  W»ui  the  scenes  we  have  described  were  passing 
u  oth*<  parts  of  the  castle,  the  Jewess  Kebecca 
awaited  her  fate  in  a  distant  and  sequestered  turret 
fiither  she  had  been  led  by  two  of  her  disaruised 
ivishsii^  and  on  being  thrust  into  the  Uttle  ecu,  she 
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found  herself  in  the  presence  of  an  old  sybil,  who 
kipt  murmuring  to  herself  a  Saxon  rhyme,  as  if  to 
beat  time  to  the  revolving  dance  which  her  spindle 
was  performing  upon  the  floor.  The  hag  raised  her 
head  as  Rebecca  entered,  and  scowled  at  the  fair 
Jewess  with  ihe  malignant  envy  with  which  old  age 
and  ugUness,  when  united  with  evil  conditions,  are 
apt  tolook  upon  youth  and  beauty. 

"Thou  must  up  and  away,  old  house-cricket,"  said 
one  of  the  men  i  "our  noble  master  commands  it— 
Thou  must  e*en  leave  this  chamber  to  a  fairer  guept." 

"Ay,"  ^mbled  the  hag,  "even  thus  is  service  ' 
requited.    I  have  known  when  my  bare  word  would 
have  cast  the  best  man-at-arms  among  ye  out  of  sad- 
dle and  out  of  service;  and  now  must  I  up  and  away 
at  the  command  of  every  groom  such  as  thou." 

"  Grood  Dame  Urfiied,"  said  the  other  man,  "  stand 
not  to  reason  on  it,  but  up  and  away.  lA>ra's  bests 
must  be  listened  to  with  a  quick  ear.  Thou  hast  had 
thy  day,  old  dame,  but  thy  sun  has  long  been  set. 
Thou  art  now  the  very  emblem  of  an  oW  war-horse 
turned  out  on  the  barren  heath— thou  hast  had  thy 
packs  in  thy  time,  but  now  a  broken  amble  is  the  best 
of  them— Uome,  amble  off  with  thee." 

"HI  omens  dog  ye  both!"  said  the  old  woman x 
"and  a  kennel  be  your  burying-place !  May  the  evil 
demon  Zemebock  tear  me  limb  from  Umb,  if  1  leave 
my  own  cell  ere  I  have  spun  out  the  hemp  on  my 
distaffi" 

"  Answer  it  to  our  lord,  then^old  housefiend,"  said 
the  man,  and  retired ;  leaving  Kebecca  in  company 
with  the  old  woman,  upon  whose  presence  she  had 
been  thus  unwillingly  foroed. 

"  What  devil's  deal  have  they  now  m  the  windl" 
said  the  old  hag,  murmuring  to  herself,  yet  from  time 
to  tiipe  casting  a  sidelong  and  malignant  glance  at 
Rebecca ;  "  but  it  is  easy  to  guess— Bright  eyes,  black 
locks,  and  a  skin  like  paper,  ere  the  priest  stains  it 
with  his  black  unguent— Ay,  it  is  easy  to  guess  why 
they  send  her  to  this  lone  turret,  wnence  a  shriek 
could  no  more  be  heard  than  at  the  depth  of  five  hun- 
dred fathoms  beneath  the  earth.— Thou  wilt  have 
owls  for  thy  neighbours,  fair  one ;  and  their  screams 
will  be  heard  as  fiir,  and  as  much  r^;arded,  as  thine 
own.  Outlandish,  too,"  she  said,  marking  the  dress 
and  turban  of  Rebecca— "What  country  art  thou  of 7 
—a  Saracen  7  or  an  Egyptian  ?— Why  dost  not  an- 
swer?—thou  canst  weep,  canst  thou  not  speak?** 

"  Be  not  angry,  good  mother,**  sakl  Rebecca. 

"  ThoH  needst  say  no  more,**  repUed  Urfricd ; "  men 
know  a  fox  by  the  train,  and  a  Jewess  by  her  tongue.*' 

"  For  the  sake  of  mercy,**  said  Rebecca,  "  tell  me 
what  I  am  to  expect  as  the  conclusion  of  the  violence 
which  hath  dragged  me  hither !  Is  it  my  life  they 
seek,  to  atone  for  my  religion?  I  will  lay  it  down 
chcerfuUy.'* 

"Thy  Ufe,  minion?'*  answered  the  sybil;  "what 
would  taking  thy  life  pleasure  them?- Trust  me,  thy 
life  is  in  no  peril.  Such  usa^  shalt  thou  have  as  «ras 
once  thought  good  enough  for  a  noble  Saxon  maiden. 
And  shall  a  Jewess,  like  thee,  repine  because  she  hath 
no  better?  Look  at  me— I  was  as  young  and  twice 
as  fiiir  as  thou,  when  Front-de-BoBU^  father  of  this 
Reginald,  and  his  Normans,  stormed  this  castle.  My 
father  and  his  seven  sons  defended  their  inheritanco 
frcm  story  to  story,  from  chamber  to  chamber— There 
was  not  a  room,  not  a  step  of  the  stair,  that  was  not 
sUppery  with  their  blood.  They  died— they  died  eveiy 
man:  and  ere  their  bodies  were  cold,  andTero  their 
blood  wasdned,  I  had  become  the  prey  and  the  scorn 
t)f  the  conqueror !" 

"  Is  there  no  help  ?— Are  there  no  means  of  escape  ?** 
said  Rebecca— "Richly,  richly  would  I  requite  thine 
did." 

"Tliink  not  of  it,"  said  the  hag;  "from  hence 
there  is  no  escape  but  through  the  gates  of  death : 
and  it  is  late,  late,'*  she  added,  shaking  hef  giay 
head,  "ere  these  open  to  us— Vet  it  is  comfort  to  think 
that  we  leave  behind  us  on  earth  those  who  shall  be 
wretched  as  ourselves.  Fare  thee  well,  Jewess!^* 
Jew  or  Gentile,  thy  fate  would  be  the  same ;  for  thoa 
hast  to  do  with  them  that  have  neither  scruple  nor 
pity.  Fare  thee  well,  I  say.  My  thread  is  spun  ool 
— thv  task  is  yet  to  hefpuxr 
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"Stay!  stay!  for  Heaven's  sake!"  said  R^MCcai 
^*  stay,  thpugh  it  be  to  curse  and  to  revile  ma^tiiy 
presence  is  yet  some  protection." 

"  The  presence  of  the  mother  of  God  were  no  pro- 
tection," answered  the  old  woman.  "There  she 
stands,"  pointing  to  a  rude  image  of  the  VirKin  Mary, 
"see  if  she  can  avert  the  fate  that  awaits  thee."^ 

Shu  left  the  room  as  she  spoke,  her  features  writhed 
into  a  sort  of  sneering  laugh,* which  made  them 
seem  even  more  hideous  than  their  habitual  frown. 
She  rocked  the  door  behind  her,  and  Rebecca  might 
hear  her  curse  every  step  for  its  steepness,  as  slowly 
and  with  difficulty  she  descended  the  turret-stair. 

Elebecca  was  now  to  expect  a  fate  even  more  dread- 
ful  thnn  that  of  Rowena;  ibr  what  probability  was 
there  that  either  softness  or  ceremony  would  be  used 
towards  one  of,  her  oppressed  race,  whatever  sha- 
dow of  these  might  be  preserved  towards  a  Saxon 
heiress?  Yet  had  the  Jewess  this  advantage,  that 
she  was  better  prepared  by  habits  of  thought,  and  by 
natural  strength  oi  mindj  to  encounter  the  dangers  to 
which  she  was  exposed.  Of  a  strong  and  observing 
character,  even  from  her  earliest  years,  the  pomp  and 
wealth  which  her  father  displayed  within  his'walla, 
or  which  she  witnessed  in  the  houses  of  other  wealthy 
Hebrews,  had  not  been  able  to  blind  her  to  the  preca- 
rious circumstances  under  which  they  were  enjoyed. 
Like  Damocles  at  his  celebrated  banquet^  Rebecca 
perpetually  beheld,  amid  that  gorgeous  dirolay.  the 
f  word  which  was  suspended  over  the  heads  of  her 
people  by  a  single  hair.  ^  These  reflections  had  tamed 
and  brought  down  to  a  pitch  of  sounder  judgment  a 
temper,  which,  under  other  circumstances,  might 
have  waxed  haughty,  supercilious,  and  obstinate. 

Prom  her  father's  example  and  injunctions,  Re- 
becca had  leamt  to  bear  herself  courteously  towards 
all  who  approached  her.  She  could  not  indeed  imi- 
tate his  excess  of  subservience^  because  she  was  a 
stranger  to  the  meanness  of  mind,  and  to  the  con- 
stant state  of  timid  aoprehension,  by  which  it  was 
dictated;  but  she  bore  nerself  with  a  proud  hiunility, 
as  if  submittii^  to  the  evil  circumstances  m  which 
she  was  placed  as  the  daughter  of  a  despised  race, 
while  she  felt  in  her  mind  the  consciousn^  that  she 
was  entitled  to  hold  a  higher  rank  from  her  merit, 
than  the  arbitrary  despotism  of  religious  prejudice  per- 
mitted her  to  aspire  to. 

Thus  prepared  to  expect  adverse  circumstances,  she 
had  acquired  the  firmness  necessary  for  acting  under 
them.  Her  presen  t  situation  required  all  her  presence 
of  mind,  and  she  summed  it  up  accordingly. 

Her  first  care  was  to  inspect  the  apartment ;  but  it 
afforded  few  hopes  either  of  escape  or  protection.  It 
contained  neither  secret  passage  nor  trap-door,  and 
tmless  where  the  door  by  which  she  had  entered 

Joined  the  main  building,  seemed  to  be  circumscribed 
)y  the  tound  exterior  wall  of  the  turret.  The  door 
had  fto  inside  bolt  or  bar.  The  single  window  opened 
upon  an  embattled  spuce  surmounting  the  turret 
which  gave  Rebecca  at  first  sight,  some  hopes  of 
escaping ;  but  she  soon  found  H  had  no  communica- 
tion with  any  other  part  of  the  battlements,  being  an 
isolated  bartisan,  or  balcony,  secured,  as  usual,  by  a 
parapet,  with  embrasures,  at  which  a  few  archers 
might  be  stationed  for  defending  the  turret,  and  flank- 
ing; >vith  their  shot  the  wall  of  tne  castle  on  that  side. 

There  was  therefore  no  hope  but  in  passive  forti- 
tude, and  in  that  strong  reliance  on  Heaven  natural 
to  great  and  generous  characters.  Rebecca,  however 
erroneously  taught  to  interpret  the  promises  of  Scrip- 
ture to  the  chosen  people  of  Heaven,  did  not  err  )n 
supposing  the  present  to  be  their  hour  of  trial,  or  m 
rusting  that  the  children  of  Zion  would  Be  one  day 
ealled  in  with  the  fulness  of  the  Grentiles.  In  the 
mtan  while,  all  aroimd  her  showed  that  their  present 
state  was  that  of  punishment  and  probation,  and  that 
it  «iras  their  especial  duty  to  suffer  without  sinning. 
Thus  prepared  to  consider  herself  as  the  victim  of 
misfortune,  Rebecca  had  early  reflected  upon  her  own 
state,  and  schooled  her  mind  to  meet  the  dangers 
which  she  had  probably  to  encounter. 

The  prisoner  trembled,  however,  and  changed 
colour,  when  a  step  was  heard  on  the  stair,  and  the 
door  of  the  tunet-chamber  slowly  openedi  and  a  tall 


man.  dressed  as  one  of  those  banditti  to  whom  Ifae^ 
owed  their  misfortune,  sbwiy  entered,  and  shut  dhs 
door  behind  him;  his  cap,  palled  down  npon  his 
browA^  concealed  the  upper  part  of  his  face,  and  ha 
held  his  mantle  in  such  a  manner  as  to  muffle  the 
rest  In  this  guise,  as  ifprepared  for  the  execution  of 
some  deed|  at  the  thought  of  which  he  was  himaetf 
ashamed,  he  stood  before  the  affrighted  prisoner;. 
yet,  ruffian  as  his  dress  bespoke  him,  he  seemed  at  % 
loss  to  express  what  purpose  had  brought  him  thi- 
ther, so  that  Rebecca,  making  an  effort  upon  herseUl 
had  time  to  anticipate  his  explanation.  She  had 
already  unclasped  two  costly  bracelets  and  a  collar, 
which  she  hastened  to  proffer  to  the  supposed  outlaw, 
concluding  naturally  that  to  gratify  ms  avarice  was 
to  bespeak  his  favour. 

"Take  these."  she  said,  "good  friend,  and  for  God's 
sake  be  merdiul  to  me  and  my  aged  father !  Tbese 
ornaments  are  of  valua  yet  are  they  trifling  to  what 
he  would  bestow  to  obtain  our  dismissal  from  this 
castle,  free  and  uninjured." 

"Fair  flower  of  Palestine,"  replied  the  outlaw, 
"  these  pearls  are  orient,  but  they  yield  in  whiteness 
to  your  teeth ;  the  diamonds  are  orilUant,  bat  they 
cannot  match  your  eyes ;  and  ever  since  I  have  taken 
up  this  wild  trade,  1  have  made  a  vow  to  prefier  beauty 
to  wealth." 

"  Do  not  do  yoursdf  such  wrong,"  said  Rebeeca  ; 
"  take  ransom,  and  have  mercy !— Uold  will  purebase 
you  pleasure,— to  misuse  uek  could  only  bring  thee  re- 
morse. My  father  will  willingly  satiate  thy  ntsiost 
wishes;  and  if  thou  wilt  act  wisely,  thou  mayst  pur- 
chase with  our  spoils  thy  restoration  to  civil  society — 
mayst  obtain  pardon  for  past  errors,  and  be  pboed 
beyond  the  necesaty  of  committing  more." 

"  It  is  well  spoken,"  replied  the  outlaw  in  French, 
finding  it  difficult  probably  to  sustain,  in  Saxoo,  a 
conversation  which  Rebecca  had  opened  in  that  lan- 
guage ;  "  but  know,  bright  hly  of  the  vale  of  Baoa  I 
that  thy  father  is  already  in  the  hands  of  a  powerfiil 
alchemist,  who  knows  now  to  convert  into  gold  and 
silver  even  the  rusty  bars  of  a  dungeon  grate.  The 
venerable  Isaac  is  subjected  to  an  alembic,  which  wiB 
distil  from  him  all  he  nolds  dear,  without  any  asost- 
ance  from  my  requests  or  thy  entreaty.  Thy  ransom 
must  be  paid  oy  love  and  beauty,  and  m  no  other  coin 
will  I  accept  it." 

"Thou  art  no  outlaw,"  said  Rebecca,  in  the  same 
language  in  which  he  addressed  her :  "no  ootlaw  had 
refusedsuch  offers.  No  outlaw  in  this  land  uses  ihi 
dialect  in  which  thou  hast  spoken.  Thou  art  no  oat* 
law.  but  a  Norman—a  Norman,  noble  perhaps  in 
birth— O,  be  so  in  thy  actions,  ana  cast  off^this  fearful 
mask  of  outrage  and  violence !" 

"  And  thou,  who  canst  guess  so  tnil]^"  said  Brian 
de  Bois-Gruilbert,  dropping  the  mantle  from  his  inc^ 
"  art  no  true  daujghter  of  Israel,  but  in  all,  save  jfouth 
and  beauty,  a  very  witch  of  Endor.  1  am  not  an  oat- 
law,  then,  fan*  rose  of  Sharon.  And  I  am  one  who 
will  be  moreprompt  to  hang  thy  neck  and  arms  with 
pearls  and  diamonds,  which  so  well  become  theni, 
than  to  deprive  thee  of  these  ornaments." 

"  What  wouMst  thou  have  of  me,"  said  Rebecca, 
"  if  not  my  wealth  7— We  can  have  naught  in  com- 
mon between  us— you  are  a  Christian— I  am  a  Jew- 
ess.—Our  union  were  contrary  to  the  laws^  alike  ol 
the  chureh  and  the  synagogue.*' 

"It  were  so^  indeed,"  replied  the  Templar,  laugh 
ing;  "wed  with  a  Jewess?  Denardieux l^fiot  if 
ahe  were  the  Queen  of  Shebal  And  know,  beaidai, 
sweet  daughter  of  Zion,  that  were  the  most  Christian 
king  to  offer  me  his  most  Christian  daughter^  with 
Languedoc  for  a  dowery,  I  could  not  wed  her.  It  it 
against  my  vow  to  love  any  maiden,  otherwise  than 
par  amourSf  as  I  will  love  thee.  1  am  a  Templar. 
Behold  the  cross  of  my  Holy  Order." 

"  Darest  thou  appeal  to  it,"  asid  Rebecca,"  on  as 
occasion  like  the  present?" 

"  And  if  I  do  so,"  said  the  Templar,  "  U  soneema 
not  thee,  who  art  no  believer  in  the  nleeaed  sign  of  our 
salvation." 

"  I  believe  as  my  fathers  taught,"  said  Rcbeocsi 
"  and  may  Qod  for^ve  my  belief  ueironeoaa  I  But  ym 
Sir  Kni^l,  what  is  faur§,  when  you  appeal  withoat 
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•cMle  to  that  wliidh  you  deem  most  hob,  even 
while  jroa  are  about  to  tranflgrees  the  inoet  eoleiimof 
irov  vows  as  a  knight,  and  as  a  man  of  rdigionT' 

**  It  is  graveljr  and  well  preached  O  daughter  of 
Strachr*  aneweredthe  Temj^ar}  '^but,  gentle  £o 
deeiajBtica,  thy  narrow  Jewish  pregudices  make  thee 
btind  to  our  high  privilege.  Marriage  were  an  endnr- 
iax  crime  on  the  part  of  a  Templar :  but  what  leaser 
foUy  I  may  practise,  I  shall  apeedily  be  absolved  ih>m 
at  the  next  Preceptopr  of  our  Order.  Not  the  wisest 
of  monarchs,  not  his  father,  whose  examples  you 
must  needa  allow  are  weighty,  claimed  wider  pnvi- 
leges  than  we  poor  soldiei;^  of  the  Temple  of  Zion  have 
won  by  our  zeal  in  its  defence.  The  protectors  of 
Solomon's  Temple  may  claim  license  by  the  example 
of  Solomon." 

**  If  thou  readest  the  Scripture,"  said  the  Jewess, 
"and  the  lives  of  the  saints,  only  to  justify  thine  own 
Hcense  and  profligacy,  thy  crime  is  like  that  of  him 
irho  extracts  poison  from  the  most  healthful  and 
necessary  herbs." 

The  eyes  of  the  Templar  flashed  fire  at  this  reproof 
— "  HearkBn,"  he  said,  "  Rebecca ;  I  have .  hitherto 
fpoken  mildly  to  thee,  but  now  my  language  shall  be 
that  of  a  conqueror.  Thou  art  the  captive  of  my  bow 
and  spear — subject  to  my  will  by  the  laws  of  all 
nations;  nor  will  I  abate  an  inch  of*  my  right,  or 
abstain  from  taking  by  violence  what  Ihou  refusest 
to  entreaty-  or  necessity." 

"  Stand  back,"  said  Rebecca—"  stand  back,  and 
Bear  me  ere  thou  of^rest  to  commit  a  sin  so  deadly  I 
My  strength  thou  mayst  indeed  overpower,  for  God 
made  women  weak,  and  trusted  their  defence  to 
man's  generosity.  But  I  will  proclaim  thy  ^lany. 
Templar,  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other.  I 
will  owe  to  the  superstition  of  thy  brethren  what 
their  compassion  might  refuse  me.  £Uu:h  Preceptory 
;--each  Chapter  of  thy  Order,  shall  learn,  that,  like  a 
teretic,  thou  hast  sinned  with  a  Jewess.  Those  who , 
pemble  not  at  thy  crime,  will  hold  thee  accursed  for 
;  so  far  dishonoured  the  cross  thou  wearest,  as 


to  follow  a  daughter  of  my  people." 

"  Thou  art  keen-witted,  Jewess,"!  replied  the  Tem- 
nar,  well  aware  of  the  truth  of  what  she  spoke,  and 
that  the  rules  of  his  Order  condemned  in  the  most 
positrve  manner,  and  under  high  penalties,  such  in- 
trigues as  he  now  prosecuted,  and  that,  in  some 
mtances,  even  degradation  had  followed  upon  it— 
thou  art  sharp-witted,"  he  said ;  "  but  loud  must 
be  thy  voice  of  complaint^  if  it  is  heard  beyond  the  iron 
walls  of  this  castle;  within  these,  murmurs,  Itupenta, 
tppeals  to  justice,  and  screams  for  help,  die  alike 
gient  away.  One  thing  only  can  save  thee,  Rebecca, 
oubmit  to  thy  fate— embrace  our  religion,  and  thou 
ttialt  so  forth  in  such  state,  that  many  a  Norman 
ady  niall  yield  as  wdl  in  pomp  as  in  beauty  to  the 
favourite  of  the  best  lance  among  the  defenders  of 
the  Temple." 

*  Submit  to  my  fate !"  said  Rebecca—"  and,  sacred 
Heaven !  to  what  fate  7— embrace  thy  religion !  and 
what  religion  can  it  be  that  harbours  such  a  villain  1 
r-tt4n»  the  best  lance  of  the  Templars  I— Craven 
knight !— forsworn  priest !  I  i^it  at  thee,  and  I  defy 
tnee.— The  God  of  Abraham's  promise  hath  opened 
tn  escape  to  his  daughter— even  from  this  abyss  of 
infcmyr 

As  she  spoka  she  threw  open  the  lattice  window 
which  led  to  the  bartLnm  and  in  an  instant  after, 
5pod  on  the  very  verge  of  the  parapet,  with  not  the 
jqghteet  screen  between  her  and  the  tremendous 
iepth  below.  Unprepared  for  such  a  desperate  effort, 
pr  sha  had  hitherto  stood  perfectly  motionless,  Bois- 
Y*^bert  had  neither  time  to  intercept  nor  to  stop  her. 
As  he  offered  to  advance,  ^he  exckimed,  "Remain 
^mere  thou  art,  proud  Tunplar;  or  at  thy  choice  ad- 
Jtnce  I— one  foot  nearer,  and  I  plunse  myself  from 
ue  precipice :  my  body  shall  be  cmrtied  out  of  the 
^^  form  of  humanity  upon  the  stones  of  that  conrt- 
TWd,  ere  it  become  the  victim  of  thy  brutality  I" 

As  she  spoke  this,  she  clasped  her  hands  and  ex- 
beaded  them  towards  heaven,  as  if  imploring  mercy 
Jp  her  soul  before  she  made  the  final  plunge.  The 
^'^nurtar  hesitated  and  a  resolution  which  had  never 
vmod  to  pity  or  distite,  gave  way  to  his  admiratioo 


of  her  fortitude.  **  Come  down,"  he  said,  "  rash  girl ! 
I  swear  by  earth,  and  sea,  and  sky,  I  will  o^  ihea 
no  offence." 

"I  will  not  tmst  thee,  Templar,"  said  Rebecca; 

thou  hast  taught  me  better  how  to  estimate  tha 
vutoes  of  thine  Order.  The  next  Preceptory  would 
grant  thee  absolution  -for  an  oath,  the  keeping  of 
which  concerned  naufliit  but  the  honour  or  the  dis- 
honour of  a  miserable  Jewish  maiden." 

"  You  do  me  ii^ustice,"  exclaimed  the  Templar  fer- 
vendy ;  "I  swear  to  you  by  the  name  which  I  bear- 
by  the  cross  on  my  bosom— by  the  sword  on  my  aide 
—by  the  ancient  crest  of  my  fathersdo  1  swear,  I  will 


do  thee  no  imury  whatsoever  1    If  not  for  thyself,  yet 
thy  fiithers  sake  forbear  I  I  will  be  his  fnend,  and 


fort 


m  this  castle  he  wi|l  need  a  powerful  one." 

"AUsI"  said  Rebecca,  '^I  know  it  but  too  well- 
dare  I  trust  thee?" 

"  May  my  arms  be  reversed^  and  my  name  disho- 
noured,^' said  Brian  de  Bois-Quilbert,  ^'if  thou  shalt 
have  reason  to  complain  of  me !  Many  a  hiw,  manv 
a  commandment  have  I  broken,  but  my  word  never." 

"  I  will  then  trust  thee,"  said  Rebecca,  "  thus  far ;" 
and  she  descended  from  the  verge  of  the  battlement, 
but  remained  standing  close  by  one  of  the  embra- 
sures, or  madiicoUee^  as  they  were  then  called.— 
'*  Here,"  she  said,  "  I  take  my  stand.  Remain  where 
thou  art,  and  if  thou  shalt  attempt  to  diminish  by  one 
step  the  distance  now  between  us,  thou  shaft  see 
that  the  Jewish  maiden  will  rather  trust  her  soul 
with  Gk>d,  than  her  honour  to  the  Templar  J" 

While  Rebecca  spoke  thus,  her  high  and  firm  re- 
solve, which  corresponded  so  well  with  the  expressive 
beauty  of  her  countenance,  gave  to  her  looks,  air, 
and  manner,  a  dignity  that  seemed  more  than  mortal 
Her  glance  quailed  not,  her  cheek  blanched  not,  for 
the  mx  of  a  fate  so  instam  and  so  horrible;  on  the 
contrary,  the  thought  that  she  had  her  fate  at  her 
command  and  could  escape  at  will  from  infamy  to 
death,  gave  a  yet  deeper  colour  of  carnation  to  hei 
complexion,  and  a  yet  more  brilliant  fire  to  her  eye. 
Bois-Guilbert.proodhimself  and  high-spirited,  thought 
he  had  never  b^eld  beauty  so  animated  and  so  com. 
manding.  ' 

"  Let  there  be  peace  between  us,  Rebecca,"  he  said. 

"Peace,  if  thou  wilt,"  answered  Rebecca-" Peace 
—but  with  this  space  between." 

"  Thou  needst  no  longer  fear  me,"  said  Bois-Guil 
bert. 

'*I  fear  thee  not,"  replied  she:  ^thanks  to  him 
that  reared  this  dizzy  tower  so  high^  that  naught 
could  fall  from  it  and  live— thanks  to  him,  and  to  tha 
God  of  Israel !— I  fear  thee  not" 

"Thou  dost  me  injustioe,"  said  the  Ten^plar;  "by , 
earth,  sea,  and  sky,  thou  dost  me  iivjustice!  I  am 
not  naturally  that  which  you  have  seen  me,  hard,  self- 
ish, and  relendess.  It  was  woman  that  tau^t  me 
cruelty,  and  on  woman  therefbre  I  have  exerci80(iit; 
but  not  upon  such  as  thou.  Hear  me,  Rebecca— 
Never  did  knight  take  lance  in  his  hand  with  a  heart 
more  devoted  to  the  lady  of  his  love  than  Brian  de 
Bois-Guilbert.  She.  the  dau^ter  of  a  petty  baron, 
who  boasted  for  all  his  domains  but  a  rumous  toyrer, 
and  an  unproductive- vineyard,  and  some  few  leagues 
of  the  barren  Landes  of  Binndeadx,  her  name  was 
known  wherever  deeds  of  arms  were  done,  known 
wider  than  that  of  many  a  lady's  that  had  a  county 
for  a  dowery.— Yea"  he  continued^  pacinj^  up  and 
down  the  little  platmrm,  with  an  ammation  m  which 
he  seemed  to  lose  all  consctousness  of  Rebecca's 
presence— "Yes,  my  deeds,  my  danger,  my  blood, 
made  the  name  of  Addaide  de  Montemare  known 
from  the  court  of  Castile  to  that  of  Byzantium.  And 
how  was  I  requited  7— When  I  returned  with  my  dear- 
bought  honours,  purchased  by  toil  and  blood,  I  found 
her  wedded  to  a  Gbscon  squire,  whose  name  was 
never  heard  beyond  the  limits  or  his  own  paltry  de- 
main  !  Truly  did  I  love  her,  imd  bitterly  did  I  revenge 
me  of  her  broken  faith !  But  my  vengeance  has  qe- 
ooiled  on  myself.  Since  that  day  I  have  separated 
myself  from  life  and  its  ties— My  manhood  mus^  know 
no  domestic  home— must  be  soothed  by  no  anectien- 
ate  wife— Mr  age  mtist  know  no  kindly  hearth— My 
graTe  mttst  be  solitary,  and  no  offipring  must  ootlif« 
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me,  to  be&T  the  ancient  nune  of  Boi9-Guilb«rt  At 
tiie  feet  of  my  Superior  I  have  laid  down  the  right  of 
•elf-aciion— the  pnvilezc  of  independence.  The  Tem- 
plar, a  serf  in  all  but  the  name,  can  poaaess  neither 
lands  nor  goo<ls,  and  lives,  moves,  and  breathoS)  but 
at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  another." 

''Alas!"  said  Rebecca,  "what  advantages  could 
compensate  for  such  an  absolute  sacrifice?" 

"The  power  of  vengeance,  Rebecca,"  rephed  the 
Templar,  "  and  the^rospects  of  ambition." 

"An  evil  recompense,^'  said  Rebecca,  "for  the  sur- 
»jider  of  the  rights  which  are  dearest  to  humanity." 

"  Say  not  so,  maiden,"  answered  the  Templar;  re- 
enge  is  a  feast  for  the  gods  1  ^And  if  they  have  reserved 
t,  as  priests  tell  us,  to  themselves,  it  is  because  they 
hold  It  an  enjoyment  too  precious  for  the  possession 
of  mere  mortals.  And  ambition?  it  is  a  temptation 
which  could  disturb  even  the  bliss  of  heaven  itself" 
—He  paused  a  moment,  and  then  added,  "  Rebecca ! 
she  who  could  prefer  death  to  dishonour,  must  have 
a  proud  and  a  powerful  soul.  Mine  thou  must  be  !— 
Nay,  start  not,"  he  added,  "it  must  be  with  thine 
own  co|^sent,  and  on  thine  own  terms.  Thou  must 
consent  to  snare  with  me  hopes  more  extended  than 
can  be  viewed  from  the  throne  of  a  monarch  I— Hear 
me  ere  you  answer,  and  judge  ere  you  refuse.— The 
Templar  loses,  as  thou  hast  said,  his  social  rights, 
his  power  of  free  agency,  but  he  becomes  a  member 
•nd  a  limb  of  a  mighty  body,  before  which  thrones 
already  tremble,— even  as  the  sm^le  drop  of  rain  which 
mixes  with  the  sea  becomes  an  mdividual  part  of  that 
resistless  ocean,  which  undermines  rocks  and  ingulfs 
myal  armadas.  Such  a  swelling:  flood  is  that  power- 
liil  league.  Of  this  mighty  Order  I  am  no  mean 
member,  but  already  one  of  the  Chief  Commanders, 
and  may  well  aspire  one  day  to  hold  the  batoon  of 
Grand  Master.  The  poor  soldiers  of  the  Temple  will 
not  alone  place  their  loot  upon  the  necks  of  kings— a 
hcmp-sanuaird  monk  can  do  that  Our  mailed  step 
shall  ascend  their  thron&T-our  gauntlet  shall  wrench 
the  sceptre  from  their  gripe.  Not  the  reign  of  your 
vainly-expected  Messiah  offers  such  power  to  your  dis- 
persed tnbes  as  my  ambition  may  aim  at  I  have 
sought  but  a  kindred  spirit  to  share  it,  and  I  have 
found  such  in  thee." 

"  Sayest  thou  this  to  one  of  my  people  ?"  answered 
Rebecca.    "Bethink  thee" 

"Answer  me  not,"  said  the  Templar,  "by  urging 
the  tjifference  of  our  creeds ;  within  our  secret  con- 
claves we  hold  these  nursery  tales  in  derision.  Think 
not  we  long  remained  blind  to  the  idiotical  folly  of  our 
founders,  wno  foreswore  every  delight  of  life  for  the 
pleasure  of  dying  martyrs  by  hunger,  by  thirst,  and  by 
pestilence,  and  by  the  swords  of  savages,  while  they 
▼ainly  strove  to  defend  a  barren  desert,  valuable  only 
in  the  eyes  of  superstition.  .Our  Order  soon  adopted 
bolder  and  wider  views,  and  foimd  out  a  better  in- 
deipnification  for  our  sacrifices.  Our  immense  pos- 
sessions in  e>'ery  kingdom  of  Euroj^e,  our  high  military 
fame,  which  brings  within  our  circle  the  flowe^  of 
chivalry  from  every  Christian  clime— these  are  dedi- 
cated to  ends  of  which  our  pious  founders  little  dream- 
ed, and  which  are  equally  concealed  from  such  weak 
spirits  as  embrace  our  Order  on  the  ancient  principles, 
and  whose  superstition  makes  them  our  passive  tools.. 
Bat  I  will  not  further  withdraw  the  veil  of  our  mys- 
teries. That  bugle-sound  announces  something  which 
may  leouire  my  presence.  Think  on  what  I  have 
eaid.— Farewdll— I  do  fiot  say  forgive  me  the  violence 
I  have  threatened,  for  it  was  necessary  to  the  display 
of  thy  character.  Gold  can  be  only  known  by  the 
apptication  of  the  touchstone.  I  will  soon  return,  and 
hold  further  conference  with  thee." 

He  re-entered  the  turret-chamber,  and  descended 
the  stair,  leaving  Rebecca  scarcely  more  terrified  at 
the  prospect  of  the  death  to  which  she  bad  been  so 
lately  exposed,  than  at  the  furious  ambition  of  the 
lK>ld  bad  man  in  whose  power  she  found  herself  so 
lyihappilv  placed.  When  she  entered  the  turret-cham- 
oer,  her  nret  duty  was  to  return  thanks  to  the  God  of 
Jacob  fop.  the  protection  which  he  had  afibrded  her, 
and  to  implore  its  continuance  for  h^r  and  for  her 
father.  Another  name  glided  into  her  petition— it 
waa  that  of  the  wounded  Christian,  whom  fate  had 


placed  m  ths  hands  of  bkwdthvBty  men,  his  u 

enemies.  Her  heart  indeed  checked  her.  as  i£  9mt 
m  communing  with  the  Deity  in  prayer,  she  mng^ 
in  her  devotions  the  recollection  of  one  with  wfibee 
fate  hers  could  have  no  alliance— a  Nazarene^  and  an 
enemy  to  her  foith.  But  the  petition  was  akmAj 
breathed,  nor  could  all  the  narrow  prejudices  o£  lar 
sect  induce  Rebecca  to  wish  it  recalled. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
A damn'd  eiamp  piees of  peomuMhip a> ever  I  nw in nr  tifii 


When  the  Templar  reached  the  hall  of  the  casdcL 
he  found  De  Bracy  already  there.  "Your  love-soii, 
said  De  Bracy,  "  hath,  I  suppose,  been  disturbed.  I&i 
mine,  by  this  obstreperous  summons.  But  yoiiDavi 
come  later  and  more  reluctantly,  and  therefore  I  pre- 
sume your  interview  has  ptoved  more  agreeable  tniui 
mine." 

"  Has  your  suit,  then^  been  nnsuccesafully  paid  ti 
the  Saxon  heiress  ?"  said  the  Templar. 

"  By  the  bones  of  Thomas  a  Becket,"  answered 
De  Bracy,  "  the  Lady  Rowena  must  have  heard  that  I 
cannot  endure  the  sight  of  women's  tears.*' 

"Away!",  said  the  Templar;  "thou  a  leader  of  a 
Free  Company,  and  regard  a  woman's  tears !  A  ts^ 
drops  sprinkled  on  the  torch  of  love,  make  the  flami 
blaze  the  brighter." 

"  Gramercy  for  the  few  drops  of  thy  sprinklini;" 
replied  De  Bracy ;  "  but  this  damsel  hath  wept  enoogfa 
to  extinguish  a  beacon-light.  Never  was  such  wring- 
ing of  hands  and  such  overflowing  of  eyes,  ance  the 
days  of  St,  Niobe,  of  whom  Prior  Aymer  told  us.* 
A  water-fiend  hath  possessed  the  fair  Saxon." 

"A  lesion  of  fiends  have  occupied  the  bosom  of  the 
Jewess,*'  replied  the  Templar;  '^  for,  I  think  no  single 
ona  not  even  ApoUyon  himself,  could  have  in4>ired 
such  indomitable  pnde  and  resolution.— But  where  is 
Front-de-Bceuf  ?  That  horn  is  sounded  more  and 
more  clamorously." 

"  He  is  negotiatin^with  ths  Jew,  I  suppose,"  repBed 
De  Bracy,  coolly ;  *nprobably  the  howls  of  Isaac  have 
drowned  the  blast  of  the  bugle.  Thou  mayst  know, 
by  experience.  Sir  Brian,  that  a  Jew  parting  with  his 
treasures  on  such  terms  as  our  friend  Frunt-de-Bceuf 
is  like  to  offer,  will  raise  a  clamour  loud  enough  to  be 
heard  over  twenty  horns  and  trumpets  to  boot.  But 
we  will  make  the  vassals  call  him.'' 

They  were  soon  after  joined  by  Front-de-Boeni^  who 
had  been  disturbed  in  his  lyTaiinic  cruelty  in  the  man- 
ner with  which  the  reader  is  acquainted,  and  had  only 
tarried  to  give  some  necessary  directions.  * 

"  Let  us  see  the  cause  of  this  cursed  clamour,"  laid 
Front-de-Bceuf—"  here  lb  a  letter,  and,  if  I  mis^ks 
not,  it  is  in  Saxon." 

He  looked  at  it,  turning  it  round  and  round  as  if  he 
had  really  some  hopes  of  coming  at  the  meaning  by 
inverting  the  position  of  the  paper,  and  then  hanaed  it 
to  De  Bracy. 

"  It  may  be  magic  spells  for  aught  I  know."  nid  De 
Bracy,  who  possessed  his  full  proportion  of  the  igBX^- 
ranee  which  characterized  the  c^JVdi^y  oi  the  penod. 
"Our  chaplain  attempted  to  teach  me  to  writ^^he 
said,  "but  all  my  letters  were  formed  like  spear-lMwdf 
and  sword-blades,  and  so  the  old  shaveling  gtre  t9 
tht  toflk." 

' '  Gi  ve  i  t  m  G,"  said  the  Templar.  **  We  have  tlat  of 
th^  prie«t]y  character,  that  we  have  some  knowlbd^e 
to  enlighten  our  valour." 

''  Let  m  [irofit  by  your  most  reverend  knowlbd^ 
then,"  said  Do  Bracy;  "what  says  the  scrolll* 

''It  m  a  formal  letter  of  defianc^"  answered  the 
Templar ;  '*  but,  by  our  Lady  of  Bethlehem,  if  it  ta  not 
a  looiisli  jest,  it  is  the  most  extraordinary  caitej  that 
ever  was  sent  across  the  drawbridge  of  a  bainiiBl 
castle." 

"Jest  r*  said  Pront-de-Bceuf;  "I  would  g'acUylmtiw 
who  dares  jest  with  me  in  such  a  mattei  .^fisai  it, 
Sir  Brian." 

*  I  wuh  the  Prior  had  alw  informed  tlwm  wli  t  Nidlie.vv 
sainted.    Probablj  during  that  enliff)i{ened  peno4    fbes 

"PantoMoMtlenthupaiuihora.'  ]*T 


tile  Templar  accordmriywad  it  as  follows  :— 
**!.  Wamba,  the  son  of  Witless,  Jester  to  a  noble 
and  tree-born  man.  Cedric  of  Rotherwood,  called  the 
Saxon,—And  I,  Gurth,  the  son  of  Beowulph,  the 

•wincherd" 

'*Thou  art  mad,"  said  Front-de-Bceof;  interrupting 
the  reader. 

"  Bv  St.  Luke,  it  is  so  set  down,"  anawersd  the 
Templar.  Then  resuming  his  task,  he  went  on,—"  L 
Garth,  the  son  of  Beowulph,  swineherd  unto  the  said 
Cedric,  with  the  assistance  of  our  allies  and  confedc- 
ntesi  who  make  common  cause  with  us  in  this  our 
feud,  namdy,  the  good  knight,  called  for  the  present 
Le  S'oir  /notiMon/,  and  the  atout  yeoman.  Robert 
Locksley,  called  Cleave-the- wand,  Do  you,  Reginald 
Fiont-de-BcBut  and  your  allies  and  accomplices 
wbomsoover,  to  wit,  that  whereas  you  have,  without 
cause  given  or  feud  declared,  wrontpuUy  and  by  mas- 
tery seized  upon  the  person  of  our  lord  and  master  the 
said  Cedric ;  also  upon  the  person  of  a  noble  and  free- 
born  damsel,  the  Lady  Rowena  of  Hargottstand- 
stede ;  also  upon  the  person  of  a  noble  and  freebom 
man,  Athelstane  Of  Coningsburgh ;  also  upon  the 
persons  of  certain  neebom  men,  their  cnicfUs;  also 
apon  certain  serfs,  their  bom  bondsmen ;  also  upon  a 
eetain  Jew,  named  Isaac  of  York,  together  ^nth  his 
daa^ter,  a  Jewess,  and  certain  horses  and  mules : 
Which  noble  persons,  with  their  cnichU  an(^  slaves, 
rod  also  with  the  horses  and  mules,  Jew  and  Jewess 
beforesaid,  were  all  in  peace  with  his  majestv,  and 
travelling  as  liege  subjects  upon  the  king's  highway; 
therefore  we  require  and  demand  that  the  said  noble 
MTsons,  namely,  Cedne  of  Rotherwood,  Rowena  of 
Hargottstandstede,  Athelstane  of  Coningsburgh, 
«nth  their  servants.  onithU.  and  followers,  also  the 
horses  and  mules,  Jew  and  Jewess  aforesaid,  together 
with  all  goods  and  chattels  to  them  pertaining,  bo, 
within  an  hour  after  the  delivery  hereof  delivered  to 
Ds,  or  to  those  whom  we  shall  appoint  to  receive  the 
lame,  and  that  untouched  and  unharmed  in  body  and 
(KKMls.  Failing  of  which,  we  do  pronounce  to  you. 
that  we  hold  ye  as  robbers  and  traitors,  and  will 
vager  our  bodies  against  ye  in  battle,  siege,  or  other- 
wise, and  do  our  utmost  to  your  annoyance  and  de- 
•truction.  Wherefore  mav  Uod  have  you  in  his  keep- 
ing.—Signed  by  us  upon  the  eve  of  St  Withold'sday, 
inder  the  great  trystinp;  oak  in  the  Han-hill  Walk, 
the  above  being  wntten  by  a  holy  man.  Clerk  to  God, 
OUT  Lady,  and  St  fiunstan,  in  the  Chapel  of  Cop- 
manhursti"  ^  ,  ,  . 

At  the  botton^  of  this  document  was  scrawkd,  m 
the  first  place,  a  rude  sketch  of  a  cock's  Jieaa  and 
comb,  with  a  legend  expressing  this  hieroglyphic  to 
be  the  sign  manual  of  Wamba,  son  of  Witless.  Under 
this  respectable  emblem  stood  a  crossu  stated  to  be  the 
mark  of  Gurth,  the  son*  of  Beowulph.  Then  was 
written,  in  rough  bold  charactersk  the  words,  Lt  Noir 
Faineant.  And,  to  conclude  the  whole,  an  arrow. 
Ideally  enoudi  drawn,  waa  described  as  the  mark  ol: 
theyeoman  Locksley. 

The  knights  heard  this  uncommon  document  rend 
from  end  to  end,  and  then  gazed  upon  each  other  in 
silent,  amazement  as  being  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know 
J*hat  it  could  portend.  D«  Bracy  was  the  first  to 
oreak  silenco  By  an  unoontrollable  fit  of  laughter, 
wherein  he  was  joined,  thovgh  with  more  moderation, 
by  the  Templar.  Front-de-Bceuf,  on  the  contrary, 
Memedhopatient  of  their  ill-timed  jocularity.  . 

I  give  you  plain  warning,"  he  said,  **  fair  sirs,  that 
Jpu  had  better  consult  how  to  bear  yourselves  under 
these  circumstances,  thaiLgive  way  to  such  mispUoed 
memmcnt.'*  ^^  ,   ,. 

.  Fnmt-de-Boeuf  has  not  recovered  his  temper 
«|Doe  his  late  overthrow,"  said  De  Bracy  to  the  Tem- 
plar; ••  he  is  cowed  at  the  very  idea  of  a  cartel,  though 
U  come  but  from  a  £ool  and  a  swineherd." 

By  Sl  Michael,  finswered  Pront-de-Bceuf,  "I 
^Id  dwu  couldst  stand  the  whole  brunt  of  this 
•dveniHre  thyseli^  De  Bracy.  These  fellows  dared 
not  have  acted  with  such  inconceivable  impudence, 
g{d  they  not  been  supported  by  some  strong  bands. 
There  are  enough  of  outlaws  in  this  forest  to  reseat 
V^r  protecting  the  deer.  I  did  but  tie  one  fellow,  who 
^iM  taken  w|ihaaded  and  in  the  f^ct,  totbehomaofa 
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wild  stag,  which  gored  him  to  death  in  five  minutes, 
and  I  had  as  many  arrows  shot  at  me  as  there  wero 
launched  against  yonder  target  at  Ashby.— Here,  fel- 
low,"  he  added,  to  one  of  his  attendants,  **ha8t  thou 
sent  out  to  see  by  what  force  this  precious  challenge  is 


to  besupported  T* 
'^The 


_.iere  are  at  least  two  hundred  men  assembled 
in  the  wooda^"^  answered  a  squire  who  was  in  attend- 
ance. 

*'Heie  is  a  proper  matter!"  said  Front-de-Bceuf ; 
**  this  comes  of  lending  you  the  use  of  my  castle,  thai 
cannot  manage  your  undertaking  quietly,  but  you  must 
bring  this  nest  of  hornets  about  my  ears !" 

**  Of  hornets  T'  said  De  Bracy  ,•  *'  of  stingless  drones 
rather ;  a  band  of  lazy  knaves,  who  take  to  the  wood, 
and  destroy  the  venison  rather  than  labour  for  their 
maintenance." 

"  Stingless!"  replied  Front-de-Boeiif  i "  fork-headed 
shafts  ot  a  cloth-yard  in  length,  and  these  shot  within 
the  breadth  of  a  French  crown,  are  sting  enough." 

*^For  shame,  Sir  Knight!''  said  the  Templar. 
"Let  us  summon  our  people,  and  sally  forth  upon 
them.  One  knight— 'ay»  one  man-at-arms,  wer« 
enoi^h  for  twenty  such  peasants." 

"Enough,  and  too  much,"  said  De  Bracy;  "1 
should  only  be  ashamed  to  couch*  lance  against 
them." 

"Tnie,"  answered  Front-de-Boeuf:  "were  they 
black  Turks  or  Moors,  Sir  TempUr,  or  the  craven 
peasants  of  France,  most  valiant  De  Bracy :  but  these 
are  English  yeomen,  over  whom  we  shall  have  no 
advantage,  save  what  we  may  derive  from  our  arms 
and  horses,  "which  will  avail  us  little  in  the  glades  oi 
the  forest.  Sally,  saidst  thou  1  we  have  scarce  men 
enough  to  defend  the  castle.  The  best  of  mine  are  af 
York ;. so  is  all  your  band.  De  Bracy ;  and  we  have 
scarcely  twenty,  beskles  the  handful  that  were  en- 
gaged m  this  mad  business." 

**Tbou  dost  not  fear,"  said  the  Templar,  "that  th«f 
can  assemble  in  force  sufficient  to  attempt  the  castle  ?^ 

"Not  so.  Sir  Brian,"  answered  Front-de-BcEuf. 
"  These  outlaws  have  indeed  a  daring  captain ;  bpt 
without  machines,  scaling  ladders,  and  experienced 
leaders,  my  castle  may  defy  them." 

"  Send  to  thy  neighbours,"  said  the  Templar  "  let 
them  assemble  their  people,  and  come  to  >he  rescuo 
of  three  knights,  besieged  by  a  jester  and  a  swineherd 
in  the  baronial  castle  of  Reginald  Front-de-Bceuf  I" 

"You  jest.  Sir  Knight,"  answered  the  baron;  "but 
to  whom  should  I  send  7— Malvoisin  is  by  this  time 
at  York  with  his  retainera,  and  so  are  my  other  allies » 
and  so  should  I  have  been,  but  for  this  imernal  enter- 
prise.'* ^ 

"  Then  send  to  York,  and  recall  our  people,"  said 
De-Bracy.  "If  they  abkle  the  shaking  of  my  stand- 
ard, or  the  siffht  of  mv  Free  Csmpanions,  I  will  giva 
them  credit  for  the  boldest  outlaws  ever  bent  bow  in 
green-wood." 

"  And  who  shall  bear  such  a  message?"  said  Front- 
de  Bceuf;  "they  wlM  beset  every  path,  and  rip  the 
errand  out  of  his  bosom.— I  have  it,^'  he  added,  after 
pausing  for  a  moment— "  Sir  Templar,  thou  canst 
write  as  well  as  read,  and  if  we  can  out  find  the  wri- 
ting materials  of  my  chaplain,  who  died  a  twelvemonifi 
since  in  the  midst  of  his  Christmas  carousals" 

"  So  please  ye,"  said  the  souire,  who  was  still  m 
attendance,  "I  think  old  Uilried  has  them  8omo> 
where  in  keeping,  for  fove  of  the  confessor.  He  was 
the  last  man,  1  have  heard  her  tell,  who  ever  said 
aught  to  her,  which  man  ought  in  courtesy  to  address 
to  maid  oi  matron."  ^ 

"Go,  search  them  out,  Engerbred,"  said  Front-de- 

BcBuf ;  "  and  then,  Sir  Templar,  thou  shalt  return  «ii 

answer  to  this  bold  challenge." 

."  I  would  rather  do  it  at  the  sword's  point,  than  at 

that  of  the  pen,"  saki  Bois-Guilbert ;  "but  be  it  as 

He  sat  down  accordingly,  and  indited,ln  the  French 
language,  an  epistle  of  the  following  tenor  .•— 

•^r  Keginald  Front-de-Bceui;  with  bs  noble  and 
knightly  allies  and  confederates,  receive  no  defiancp 
at  the  hands  of  slaves,  bondsmen,  or  fugiuves.  ,  If  tho 
person  calling  himself  the  Black  Knight  have  indeed 
a  claim  to  the  honours  of  chivalry  he  ought  to  knwF 
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that  be  stands  degraded  by  his  preBcat  assoaatioo, 
and  has  no  right  to  ask  reckoning  at  the  hands  of 
good  men  of  noble  blood.  Toocmng  the  prisoners 
we  have  made,  we  do  in  Christian  charity  require)^ 
to  send  a  roan  of  rel^ion,  to  leoeiTe  their  confeasidn. 
and  reconcile  them  with  Qods  since  it  is  our  fixed 
intention  to  execute  them  this  morning  before  noon, 
BO  that  their  heads  being  placed  on  the  battlements, 
shall  show  to  all  men  now  lightly  we  esteem  those 
who  have  bestirred  themselves  m  then-  rescue.  Where- 
fore, as  above,  we  require  you  to  send  a  priest  to  recon- 
cile them  to  God.  in  doing  which  you  shall  render 
them  the  last  earthly  service." 

This  letter  being  folded,  was  delivered  to  the  squire, 
and  by  him  to  the  messenger  who  waited  without,  as 
the  answer  to  that  which  ne  had  brought. , 

The  yeoman  having  thus  accomplished  his  mission, 
returned  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  allies,  which 
'  were  for  the  present  established  under  a  venerable 
oak-tree,  about  three  arrow-fiights  distant  from  the 
castle.  Here  Wamba  and  Gurtn,  with  their  allies  the 
Black  Knight  and  Locksley,  and  the  jovial  hermit, 
awaited  with  impatience  an  answer  to  their  summons. 
Around,  and  at  a  distance  from  them,  were  seen 
many  a  bold  yeoman,  whose  silvan  dress  and  weath- 
erbeaten  countenances  showed  the  ordinary  nature  of 
their  occupation.  More  than  two  hundred  had  already 
assembled,  and  others  were  fast  coming  in.  Those 
whom  they  obeyed  as  leaders  were  only  distinjsuished 
from  the  others  by  a  feather  in  the  cap,  their  dress, 
arms,  and  equipments  being  in  all  othec  rrapects  the 
same. 

Besides  these  bands,  a  less  orderly  ifhd  a  worse 
armed  force,  consisting  of  the  Saxon  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbouring  townshii\  as  well  as  many  bonds- 
tnoi  and  servants  from  Cedric's  extensive  estate,  bad 
already  arrived,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  his 
rescue.  Few  of  these  were  armed  otherwise  than 
with  such  rustic  weapons  as  necessity  sometunes 
converts  to  military  purposes.  Boar-spears,  scythes, 
flails,  and  the  like,  were  their  chief  arms ;  for  the 
Normans,  with  the  usual  policy  of  conquerors,  were 
jealous  of  permitting  to  the  vanquished  Saxons  the 
possession  or  the  use  of  swords  and  spears.  These  eir- 
tumstances  rendered  the  assistance  of  the  Saxons 
far  from  being  so  formidable  to  the  besieged,  as  the 
strength  of  the  men  themselves  their  superior  num- 
l>ers,  and  the  animation  inspired  oy  a  just  caus&  might 
otherwise  well  have  made  them.  It  was  to  the  leaders 
of  this  motley  army  that  the  letter  of  the  Templar 
was  now  delivered. 

Reference  was  at  first  made  to  the  chaplain  for  an 
exposition  of  its  contents. 

*'By  the  crook  of,  St  Dunstan,"  said  that  worthy 
eccleaastic,  "  which  hath  brought  more  sheep  within 
the  sheepfbld  than  the  crook  of  e^er  another  saint  in 
Paradise,  I  swear  that  I  cannot  expound  unto  you 
this  jargon,  which,  whether  it  be  French  or  Arabic,  is 
beyond  my  guess." 

He  then  gave  the  letter  to  Gurth.  who  shook  hib 
head  gruffly,  and  passed  it  to  Wamba.  The  Jester 
looked  at  each  of  the  four  comers  of  the  paper  with 
such  a.grin  of  afiected  intelligence  as  a  monkey  is  apt 
to  assume  upon  similar  occasions^  then  cut  a  caper. 


[Cmt.  XVtL 

ioMi"  said  Iioeks> 
for  which  I  oookl  i 


and  gave  the  letter  to  Locksley. 

"If  the  long  letters  were  bows,  and  the  short  let- 
ters broad  arrows,  I  might  know  something  of  the 
matter,"  said  the  brave  yeoman ;  "but  as  the  matter 
stands,  thcvmeaning  is  as  safe,  for  me,  as  the  stag 
that's  at  twelve  times  distance." 

"I  must  be  clerk,  then,"  said  the  Bhu:k  Knight; 
and  taking  the  letter  from  Locksley,  ho  first  read  it 
t>ver  to  himself^  and  then  explained  the  meaning  in 
Saxon  to  his  confederates. 

**  Execute  the  noble  Cedric  P*  exclaimed  Wamba ; 
*  oy  the  rood,  thou  must  be  mistaken,  Sir  Ibught.*' 

•"^Not  I,  ray  worthy  friend,"  replied  the  kninit,  "I 
have  exfdained  the  words  as  they  are  here  set  down." 

"Then,  by  St  Thomas  of  Canterbury,"  replied 
Gurth,  "  we  will  have  me  castle,  should  we  tear  it 
down  with  our  hands  f*  * 

"  We  have  nothing  else  to  tear  it  with  "  replied 
Wamba;  "but  mine  are  scarce  fit  to  make  mam- 
)jioeks  of  ftipestone  and  mortar  " 


" 'Tis  but  a  oootnvaiiee  CD| 
ley ;"  they  dare  not  do  a  c 
a  foarfrd  penalty." 

"I  woukl,",said  the  Black  Knight,  "there  wm 
some  one  among  us  who  could  obtain  admission  into 
the  castle^  and  discover  horw  the  case  stands  with 
the  besieged.  Methinks,  as  they  require  a  coofotao^ 
to  be  sent,  this  holy  hermit  might  at  once  exeixnse  hij 
pk)us  vocation,  and  procure  us  the  information  w« 
desire." 

nemut; 

I  doff  I     ,        r .~^,    .  

my  very  Latin,  are  put  oft  along  with  it ;  and  nhen 
in  my  green  jerkin^  I  can  better  kill  twenty  deer  than 
confess  one  Christian.*' 

"I  fear,"  said  the  Black  Knight,  "I  fear  greaUy, 
there  is  no  one  here  that  is  qualified  to  take  upon  him, 
for  the  nonce,  this  same  character  of  father  con- 
fessor?" 

AH  looked  on  each  other,  and  were  silent 

"I  see,"  said  Wamba,  after  a  short  j>au8&  that 
the  fool  must  be  still  the  fool  ancjiput  his  necx  in  the 
venture  which  wise  men  shrink  from.  Yon  mwt 
know,  my  dear  cousins  and  countrymen,  that  I  wore 
russet  before  I  wore  motley,  and  was  bred  to  be  a 
friarj  until  a  brain-fever  came  upon  me  and  left  me 
just  wit«nough  to  be  a  fool.  I  trust,  with  the  assist- 
anoe  of  the  good  hermit's  frock,  together  with  the 
priesthood,  sanctity,  and  learning  which  are  stitched 
mto  the  cowl  of  it  I  shall  be  found  quahfied  to  ad- 
mmister  both  woridly  and  ghostly  com&rt  to  our  wor- 
thy master  Cedric,  and  his  companions  m  adversity.'* 

*'Hath  he  sense  enough,  tMnkst  thouf'said  the 
Black  Knight,  addressing  Gurth. 

"  I  know  not,"  sakl  Gurth ;  "  but  if  he  hath  not  it 
win  be  the  first  time  he  hath  wanted  wit  to  torn  oif 
folly  to  account" 

"  On  with  the  frock,  then,  good  fellow,"  qooth  the 
Knight,  "and  let  thy  master  send  us  an  account  of 
their  situation  within  the  castle.  Their  numbers 
must  be  few,  and  it  is  five  to  one  they  may  be  i 
sible  by  a  sudden  and  bold  attadi.  Time  ^ 
away  with  thee." 

"  And  in  the  mean  time,"  said  Locksley,  **  we  will 
beset  the  place  so  closely,  that  not  so  mudi  as  a  By 
shall  carry  news  from  thence.  So  that,  my  flfwd 
friend,"  he  continued,  addressing  Wamba,  "thou 
mayst  assure  these  tyrants,  tha^  whatev^  violeace 
they  exercise  on  the  persons  oftheur  prisoners,  shall 
be  mmt  severely  repaid  upon  their  own." 

"  f\ix  tobiacum,"  said  Wamba,  who  was  now  muf- 
fled in  his  religious  disguise. 

And  so  saying,  he  imitated  the  solemn  and  stately 
deportment  of  a  friar,  and  departed  to  execute  w' 
mission. 

CHAPTER  XXVL 

The  hottat  bone  will  oft  be  cool. 
The  dulleet  will  show  fire ;  • 

The  flrkr  will  often  plajr  the  fool. 
The  fool  wUlplajr  the  friax.  OtfSH» 

Wrkk  the  Jester,  arrayed  in  the  cowl  and  frock  ft 
the  hermit,  and  having  his  knotted  cord  iw\m 
round  his  middle,  stood  before  the  portal  of  the  cutle 
of  Front  de  Bqmi^  the  warder  demanded  of  him  bis 
name  and  errand. 

.  **Pax  vo&weum,"  answered  the  Jeat^,  "I  am  a 
poor  brother  of  the  Order  of  St  Frands,  who  coma 
hither  to  do  my  office  to  certain  unhappy  prisooea 
now  secured  within  this  caatle." 

"  Thou  art  a  bold  fiiar,"  said  the  warder,  "  is  come 
hither,  where,  saving:  our  own  dronken  oonieaor, 
a  cock  of  thy  fbather  nath  not  crowed  these  twcDty 
years." 

"  Yet  I  pray  thee,  do  mine  errand  to  the  lord  of  the 
castle."  answered  the  pretended  friar;  "  ttttst  me  it 
will  find  good  acceptance  with  bisL  and  the  cod 
shall  crow,  that  the  whole  castle  shall  hear  hiak^ 

"Gramercy,"  said  the  warder;  ** but  if  I  oom<|j> 
shame  for  leaving  my  post  upon  thine  errand,  I  will 
try  whether  a  fKar's  gray  gown  be  proof  agmnit  i 


gray-goose  shaft" 
WiSi  this 


tiirsM  he  kA  his  tanot,,aiid  onriidi) 


&«Ar.  'iCfttI 
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tfie  batl  of  the  castle  hi*  ufirwomed  inteRfctinde,  that 
a  ho)y  ^ar  stood  before  the  gate  and  demanded  in* 
etatit  admission.  With  no  small  wonder  he  raceif«d 
hia  master's  commands  to  admit  tlie  hotjr  man  imme* 
diately ;  and,  having  previoQsly  manned  the  entrance 
-  to  f^nrd  against  sm^ea  he  o^ved.  without  further 
scruple,  the  commands  which  he  had  received.  The 
harebrained  self-conceit  which  had  emboldened  Warn* 
ba  to  undertake  this  dikngeroas  office,  was  scarce  suf- 
ftcient  to  support  him  when  he  found  hintself  in  the 
presence  of  a  man  so  dreadful,  and  so  much  dreaded, 
as  Re^nald  Pront«de-B<^  and  he  brought  out  his 
pojr  robiscum^  to  which  he,  in  a  good  measure,  trusted 
HR-  atii^pordng  his  character,  with  more  anxiety  and 
hesitation  than  had  hitherto  accompanied  it.  But 
Pront^e-B<£uf  was  accustomed  to  see  men  of  all 
ranks  tremble  in  his  presence,  so  that  the  ttniidity  of 
the  supposed  father  did  not  give  him  any  catise  of 
somidon.  "Who  and  whence  art  thou,  priest  1'* 
sain  be. 

"Pot  vobUrum^**  reiterated  the  Jester,  "I  am  a 
poor  servant  of  Su  Francis,  who,  travelling  thmugh 
this  wlIder^es^  have  fallen  emon^  thieves,  (as  Sonp- 
t«re  hath  it,)  quidam  viator  incidU  in  tattrmea  which 
thieves  have  sent  me  unto  this  castle  in  order  to  do 
my  ghostly  office  on  two  persons  oondeinned  by  youf 
honourable  justice." 

"  Ay,  right,"  aaswered  Pront-de-BoBuf ;  "  and  canst 
thou  tell  me,  holy  father,  the  number  of  those  ban- 
ditti r' 

"CJallant  8(ir,**  answered  the  Jester,  **fwwn«»  UH$ 
legio,  their  name  is  legion." 

^Tell  me  in  plain  terras  what  nmnbers  thofs  are^ 
or,  priest,  thy  cloak  and  cord  will  ill  protect  thee." 

"Alas!"  said  the  supposed  friar,  "cot- nwum^nic^o- 
tit^  that  is  to  say,  I  was  like  to  burst  with  fear!  hut  1 
conceive  they  may  he*-what  of  yeomen^what  of 
commons,  at  least  five  hundred  men."  ^ 

"  What !"  said  the  Templar,  who  camfinto  the  hall 
that  moment, ''  muster  the  wasps  so  thick  here  7  it  ii 
time  to  stilWsnch  a  mfiscnieVouS  brood/'  Then  taking 
Pront-de-l}(Buf,. aside,  "Knowest  thou  the  priest?" 

*^He  is  a  scranser  firom  a  distant  conveiit,"  said 
Front-do-Bwuf :  '^I  know  him  not" 

"  Then  trust  nim  not  with  thy  ptitpose  in  words," 
answered  the  Templar,  "Let  nim  carry  a  written 
order  to  De  Bracy'scompany  of  Free  Companions,  to 
repair  instantly  to  thcor  mastei^s  aid.  In  the  mean 
time,  and  that  the  shaveling  may  suspect  nothing 
permit  him  to  jgo  freely  about  his  task  ot  prepahzi^ 
then  Saxon  hogs  for  the  slaughter-house.'* 

*It  shall  be  so,"  said  Front-^e-B<Bu£  And  he  forth- 
with appointed  a  don^stic  to  conduct  Wamba  td  the 
apartment  where  Cedric  and  Athelstane  were  con- 
fined. 

The  impatieiM»  of  Cedric  had  been,rather  enhanced 
than  diannished  hv  his  eonAnement.  He  walked 
fiom  one  end  of  thcimll  to  the  other,  with  the  attitude 
of  one  who  advances  to  charge  an  enemy,  or  to  storm 
the  breach  of  a  beleaguered  pWce^  sometunes  ejaculat- 
ing to  himselC  sometimes  addressing  Athelstane,  who 
stoutly  and  stoically  awahed  the  issue  of  the  adven- 
tnre,  oigesdng,  in  the  meantime,  with  great  com- 
posure, the  bberal  meal  which  he  had  mrae  at  noon, 
•vA  not  fljreatly  interesting  hhnself  about  the  durn- 
lion  of  his  captivity,  which  he  concluded,  woidd, 
like  all  earthly  evils,  find  an  end  in  Heaven's  good 
time. 

*"  Pax  TobUeum**  said  the  Jester,  entermg  the 
apartment ;  "  the  blessing  of  St.  Donstan,  8t.  Dennis, 
^t  Dnthoo,  and  aH  other  saints  whatsoster^  be  upon 
ye  and  aboa|  ye." 

**  Enter  freelv,"  answovd  Cedric  to  the  supoosed 
firiar:  **  with  what  intent  art  thou  come  hither T^ 

"To  hid  you  prepare  yourselves  for  death,**  an- 
swered the  Jester. 

**  It  is  hnpossible  f  *  replied  Gedrio,  stardng.  "  Fsar- 
less  and  wicked  as  they  are,  they  dare  not  atteoipt 
Sdch  open  and  gratuitous  cruelty  1" 

"  AIss !"  said  the  Jester,  "  to  restram  them  by  their 

sense  of  homanity.  is  the  same  as  to  stop  a  mnawtay 

horse  with  a  bridle  of  silk  thread.     Bethink  thee, 

thereforcL  noble  Cedric,  and  you  also,  gallant  Athel- 

-ttiMM^  what  sh*ies  fsa  li^vs  comwittsd  in  ths  Aeih; 
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isr  this  l^erf  ^  #in  yi  h&\dfiM  if^  SMWsr  at  a 
higher  tnbmudj" 

^  Hearest  thov  this,  Athclrtane  T  said  Cedric ;  "  we 
must  rouse  ap  our  hearts  to  this  last  ^tioiL  since  bet- 
ter it  is  we  should  die  bke  men^  than  itve  like  slaves." 

"I  am  ready»"  answered  Athelstane,  "  to  stand  the 
worst  of  their  mahce,  and  shall  ^alk  to  my  death  wiili 
as  much  cootposare  as  ever  I  did  to  my  dinner." 

"Let  us  then  unto  our  holy  ^ar,  father,"  said 
Cedric 

"  Wait  yet  a  moment,  good  uncle,''  said  the  Jester, 
in  his  natural  tonei  "  bettor  look  long  before  ypu  leap 
in  the  dark." 

"  By  my  faiths"  said  Cedno,  ^  I  should  know  that 
voice!" 

"It  is  that  of  your  trusty  slave  and  jester,"  ah- 
s^ered  Wambot  throwing  baek  hi» oowl.  "Had  you 
taken  a  fool's  advice  formerly,  you  would  not  have 
been  here  at  all.  Take  a  foore  advice  now,  and  you 
will  not  be  here  long." 

"  How  mean'st  thou  knave  ?''.  answered  the  Saxon. 

"Evei»  thua,"  replied  Wamba;  "take  thoa  this 
frock  and  curd,  which  are  all  the  orders  1  ever  had, 
and  march  guietly  out  of  the  castiei  leaving  me  your 
cloak  and  gmlleto  take  the  long  leap  in  thy  stead." 

"  Leave  Uiee  in  my  stead !"  said  Cedric,  astoniehed 
at  the  proposal ;  "  why,  they  would  hang  thee,  my 
poor  knave." 

"E'en  let  tfaem  do  as  they  are  permitted/'  said 
Wamba ;  "  I  inisi-*no  disparageiqent  to  your  Dirtn— 
that  the  son  of  Witless  may  hang  m  a  chain  with  as 
much  gravity  as  the  chain  hung  upon  his  ancestor 
the  alderman." 

"  Well,  Wamba,"  answered  Cednc,  "  for  one  thins 
will  I  grant  thy  rsqusst.  And  that  la^  if  thou  wilt 
make  the  exchange  of  garmeixte  with  Lord  Athel- 
stane instead  of  m&" 

"No,  by  St  Dimstan,"  answered  Wamba ;  "there 
were  httle  leason  in  that  Good  ngbt  there  is,  that 
the  son  of  Witless  should  suffer  to  save  thf  son  of 
Hereward ;  hut  little  Wisdom  there  were  in  his  dying 
for  the  benefit  of  one  whose  lathers  were  strangers  to 
his." 

"  Villain,"  said  Cedric,  "  the  fathers  of  Athelstasa 
were  monarchs  of  England  !" 

"  They  might  be  whomsoever  they  pleased,"  replied 
Wamba ;  "  bitt  my  neck  stands  too  straight  unon  my 
shoulders  to  have  it  twisted  for  their  sake.  Where 
fore^  good  my  roaster,  either  take  my  proffer  your- 
self, or  suffer  me  to  leave  this  dungeon  as  free  as  I 
entered*"  i ' 

"Let  the  old  tree  wither,"  continued  Cednc,  "so 
the  stately  hope  tif  the  foresi  be  preserved.  Says  the 
nohlo  Athelstane,  my  trusty  Wamba  1^  it  isihe  duty  of 
each  who  has  Saxon  blooa  m  his  veinic  Inou  and 
I  will  abide  tt^ther  the  almost  ra«9e  oi  our  ii^juhous 
oppressors,  while  be,  fres  and  safe,  shall  arouse  ths 
awakened  spirits  of  our  countrymen  to  avenge  us." 

"  Not  80,  father  Cedric,"  said  Athelstane,  ma^u 
his  handj-^for,  when  lOuSed  to  think  or  set.  bja  deeds 
and  sentiments  were  not  usbecoming  his  mgh'facs 
— "  Jioi  so."  ha  eonttnaed ;  "  1  would  rather  lemain 
in  this  hall  a  week  without  food  save  the  prisoner's 
stinted  loaC  or  drink  save  tlbe  prisoner's  measure  of 
virater,  than  embrace  the  opportunity  to  escape  which 
the  slave's  imtaught  kindness  has  purveyed  for  his 
master.'* 

.  "  Vou  are  called  wise  men,  sirs.'*  Mid  tbe  Jester, 
**snd  I  a  erased  fool;  butuhole  Cedric^  and  cousin 
Athelstane,  the  fool  shall  decide  this  controversy  for 
ve,  and  save  ye  the  trouble  of  straifting  courtesies  any 
larrtber,  I  am  Kke  Jdhn-a-Duok*8  mare,  that  will  let 
no  man  mount  h«r  but  John-a-Ditek.  I  came  to  save 
my  master,  and  if  he  will  not  consent—basu— 4  can 
but  go  away  home  again.  Kind  service  cannot  be 
chucked  from  band  to  hand  bke  a  shuttlecock  or 
stool-ball.  I'll  bang  for  oo  hma  but  my  own  bom 
master.*' 

"Go,  then, noble Csdric/  said  Athelstane;  "neglect 
not  this  opfiortunity.  \tiKU  presence  without  may 
encourage  friends  to'our  rescae~70ur  renainiQg  hers 
would  ruin  us  aU." 

"And  is.  there  any promect,  then  of  rosoneJioiii 
without  7"  said  Cedric,  looking  to  the  Htk\9Xm 
84 
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•  '*  Pmspecf,  indeed !"  Echoed  WamVa ;  **  let  me  «ell 
you,  when  you  fill  my  cloak,  you  are  wrapped  in  a 
gcnerafs  comoch.  Five  hundred  men  are  (here 
without,  and  I  wna  this  morning  one  of  their  chief 
ieaders.    My  fool's  cat^  was  a  coBqtie,  and  my  bauble 

*  fi  trunrneon.    Well,  we  shall  see  what  good  they  will 
'  make  by  ex<;han^n^  a  fool  for  a  wise  maa.    Truly,  I 

fear  they  will  lose  in  valour  what  thxry  may  pain  in 
discretion.  And  so  farewell,  master,  and  be  kind  to 
poor  Gurth  and  his  dog  Fangs ;  and  let  my  oocks^ 
<^omb  hang  in  the  hall  at  Rotherwood,  in  memory 
that  I  fkmg  away  my  life  for  my  master,  like  a  faith- 
ful  fool?' 

The  lasi  word  came  out  with  a  »ort  of  double  ex- 
pression, betwixt  jest  and  earnest.    The  teart  stood 
'  In  Cedric*s  eyes. 

"  Thy  memory  shall  be  pfreeerved,"  he  said,  "  while 
fidelitv  and  aiTection  have  honour  upon  earth!  But 
that  ftiust  I  shall  imd  the  means  of  saving  Rowena, 
and  thee,  Athelstane,  and  thee  alsoj  my  poor  Watnbai 
thou  shouldst  not  overbear  me  in  this  matter," 

The  exchange  of  dress  was  now  aecomphshed, 
when  a  sudden  doubt  struck  Cedric.     ' 

'*  I  know  no  language,*'  he  said,  *'  but  my  own,  and 
a  few  words  of  their  mincing  Norman.  How  shall 
I  bear  myself  like  a  reverend  orot her  7" 

"The  spell  lies  in  two  words,"  replied  Wamba— 
**  Pax  robiscum  will  answer  all  queries.  If  you  go  or 
*ome,  eil  or  drink,  blees  or  ban,  JPax  vtAiscum  car- 
ries you  through  U  all.  it  is  as  useful  to  a  friar  as 
a  broomstick  to  a  witch,  or  a  wand  to  a  conjurer. 
Speak  it  but  thus  in  a  deep  grave  lone^-^PqT  vobis- 
cum! — it  hs  irresistible — Wntcn  and  ward,  knight  and 
squire,  foot  and  hors^.  it  acts  as  a  charm  upon  them 
afl.  I  think^  if  they  bring  me  out  to  be  hanged  to- 
morrow, as  IS  much  to  be  doubted  they  may,  I  will 
try  its  wei<^ht  upon  the  finisher  of  the  sentence." 

'*  If  such  prove  the  case,"  laid  his  master,  "  my 
religious  orders  are  soon  taken— Poj:  isobistum. '  I 
trust  I  shall  remember  the  pasa-woni — Noble  Athel- 
stane, farewell :  and  ftirewell,  my  poor  boy,  whose 
"  heart  might  make  amends  for  a  weaker  heud—I  will 
save  you,  or  return  and  die  with  you.  The  royal  blood 
^f  our  Saxon  kings  shall  not  ne  spilt  while  mine 
beats  in  my  veins :  nor  shall  one  hair  fail  from  the 
head  of  the  kind  knave  who  risked  himself  for  bis 
master,  if  Cedric's  peril  tan  prsvent «.— Farewell." 

"Farewell,  noble  Cedric,''  said  Athelstane;  "re- 
"  Ihetnber  it  is  the  true  part  of  a  friar  to  accept  refresh- 
ment, if  you  are  offered  any," 

**  Farewell,  uncle  "  added  Wamba  j  "  and  remem- 
ber Rax  toinscum. 

•Tfaus  exhorted,  Cedric  sallied  forth  upon  his  expe- 
dition {  and  it  was  not  bng  ere  he  had  occasion 
to  try  the  force  of  that  spell  which  his  Jester  had 
'  recommended  as  omnipotent.  In  a  low-arched  and 
dusky  passage,  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  work  bis 
way  to  the  hall  of  the'oa«tIe,  he  was  interrupted  by  a 
female  form. 

^  Pax  vobiseumP*  said  the  peeudo  friar«  and  was 
endea^voining  to  hurry  past,  when  a  soft  voioe  replied, 
**  Et  Tobis-^qutBaOy  cUmiru  reverrnidiBsiTtu^  pro  mue- 
.  ricordia  veStra.'* 

"I  am  somewhat  d«af,"  replied  Cedric,  in  good 
8axon,  and  at  the  same  time  muttered  to  himself, 

*  "  A  curse  on  the  fo«il  and  his  Pax  vobiscum  I   I  have 
lost  my  javelin  at  the  first  cast." 

•  It  was,  howevw,  no  nnusual  thing  for  a;  priest  of 
those  days  to  be  det^  of  his  Latin  ear,  and  this  the 

'  person  who  now  addressed  Cedric  knew  full  well. 

"I  pray  you  of  dear  kiVe,  reverend  father,"  she  re- 
plied m  his  own^language,  "that  you  will  deign  to 
vfsit  with  your  ghostty  comfort  a  wounded  prisoner 
«)f  thia  castle,  and  have  such  com[inssion  upon  him 
and  us,  as  thy  holy  ofi[ire  teachet-^Never  ehallgood 
deed  so  highly  advantage  thy  convent." 

*' Daughter,*^'  attswered  Cedric,  much  embarrassed, 
"my  time  in  this  castle  will  not  permit  metoexennse 
the  duties  of  mine  office^l  riiust  presently  forth— 
^  there  is  life  and  death  tipoii  my  speed." 

"  Yet,  ftithor,  let  me  «ntnj»t-  you  by  the  vow  yon 
have  taken  on  you,"  replied  the  suppliant,  "not  to 
Ufkym  the  oporessed  and  'i^ndcmgered  witbout  counsel 
or  rjc^tnty     "   J    '  j  ,  .  • 


"  Ifoy  the  fiend,  ily  away  with  met  and  leave  bm 
in  Itrm  with  the  souls  of  Odio  and  of  Tbor!"  ao- 
twered  Cedric  impatiently,  and  would  probably  have 
proceeded  in  the  same  tone  of  total  departure. from 
his  spiritual  character,  when  the  colloquy  was  inu?- 
mpted  by  the  harsh  voiee  of  Uriiied,  the  old  crone  ni 
the  turret. 

"  How,  minion,"  said  she  to  the  female  speaker, 
"is  this  the  manner  in  which  you  requite  the  kind- 
ness which  permitted  theo  to  leave  thy  prison-cfiiJ 
yonder  1~^Uttest  thou  the  reverend  man  to  use  un 
grack>u6  language  to  free  himself  irom  the  importu 
nitiee  o(  a  Jewess  7" 

"A  Jewess!"  said  Cedric,  availing  himself  ol  tb6 
information  to  get  clear  of  their  interruption^— "Lei 
me  pass,  woman !  stop  me  not  at  voiu- pcriL  I  am 
fresh  from  myholy  ofiice,aadwouIa  avoid  poIlutioiL" 

"  Come  this  way,  father,  said  the  old  hai^  "  tbou 
art  a  stranger  in  this  castle,  and  canst  not  leave  it 
without  a  guide.  Come  hither,  for  I  would  fi^^eak 
with  thee.— And  yoi^  daughter  of  an  accursed  race, 
go  to  the  sick  man's  chamber  and  tend  nira  until  our 
return  (  and  wo  betide  you  if  you  again  quit  it  wit& 
out  my  permission !" 

•  Rebecca  retreated.  Her  importunities  had  prevailed 
upon  Urfried  to  suffer  her  to  quit  the  turret,  and  Cr- 
fried  had  employed  her  services  where  she  hersd* 
would  most  Ktadlv  have  naid  them,  by  the  bedside  of 
the  woouaded  Ivanhoe.  Widi  an  understanding  awake 
to  their  dangerous  situation,  and  prompt  to  avad  her- 
self <j{  each  means  of  safety  which  occurretL  Rdbecca 
had  hoped  something  from  the  presence  of  a  man  of 
religion,  who,  she  learned  from  Urfriedt  had  pene- 
trated into  this  godless  cesUe-.  She  watched  the 
return  of  the  supposed  ecclesiastic,  with  the  purpose 
of  addressing  hijii,  and  intere&ting  him  in  favour  of 
the  prisoners ;  with  w^t  imperfect  aucceae  the  readtf 
has  been  just  acquainted. 

CHAPTER  XXVIL 

Fond  wretch }  find  what  c«n«t  thov  t^lats, 
'  But  d«cdt  of  unrrow,  atismf*,  and  -nan 
Thr  deeds  am  proved— thou  know'at  thj  Cats  i 
But  ooMW,  thy  taifr-begiu-b«f  in. 


But  I  Itaye  iriefli  of  other  kind, 


.ci  and  aormws  more  MTert ; 

Give  mc  to  eaxft  my  torrtred  mind, 

t.nnd  to  my  vmm  a  patirat  ear  ; 
.And  let  me,  if  1  may  not  find  , 

A  fcieud  to  li«t(h--find  on^  to  hear. 

CraMe'iiirda^r/ufkv 

Wren  Urfried  had  with  clamqur*  and  roenaers 
driven  Rebecca  back  to  tke  apartmeat  frpro  which 
she  had  sallied,  she  proceeded  to  conduct  tne  unwill- 
ing Cedric  into  a  small  apartment,  tJ^door  of  which 
she  heedAdly  secured.  Then  £»tchjng  froni  a  cup- 
board a  stoop  of  wine  end  two  dagona^  sh^  sJaced 
them  on  the  tablc^  and  said  in  a  tone  rather  assertutg 
a  fact  than  askmg  a  queetk>o,  '^Thou  Art  Saxcm. 
father— Deny  it  not,"  she  conuntied,  observing  that 
Cedric  hastened  not  to  reply ;  "  the  sounds  of  rev 
native  language  are  sweet  tomineeors.  tlionghsef- 
dom  heapa  eave  frt>m  the  tongues  of  tho  wretched 
and  degraded  serfs  on  whom  the  proud  Normans 
impose  the  meanest  dnidgery  of  this  dweUini^  Tnvu 
art  a  Saxon,  father— a  Saxon,  and,  save  ae  thon  art 
a  servant  of  God,  a  freeman.— Thine  accents  tn 
sweet  in  mine.ear." 

"  Do  no^  Saxon  priests  visit  this  castle,  then  V  re- 
plied Cedno;  '^it  were,  mothinkSt  theijrdutv  to  cosn- 
fort  the  outcast  and  oppressed  children  of  the  soiL^ 

"  They  *oBae  not— or  if  they  oome,  tBey  better  love 
to  revel  at  the  boards  of  their  ooniuerorB,"  answertd 
Urfried,  "than  to  hear  the  groans  of  their  conniry 
men— so.  at  least,  report  speaks  of  them-— of  m^-a^li  1 
can  say  little.  This  castle,  for  ten  years,  has  openvA 
to  DO  priest  save  the  debauched  Norman  chanbin 
who  partook  the  nightly  revels  of  Froot-de-BoMt 
and  he  has  been  king  gone  to  render  an  accoimt  ul 
hta  stewardship.— But  thou  art  a  &axon— a  Soxoa 
priest,  and  I  have  one  Question  to  a8kx>f  thee." 

"I  am  a  Saxon,"  answered  CedriCt"hut  unwor 
Ihf,  ourely,  ofth0nameofpri#¥t*   l^k  mo  be&mc  »a 
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my  way-4  swear  I  wOl  return,  or  send  one  of  our 
fathers  more  worthy  to  hearyour  confession." 

"  Slay  yet  awhile,"  said  Urfried ;,  "  the  accents  of 
the  voice  which  thou  hcarest  now  will  soon  be  chok^ 
with  the  cold  eaf  ib,  and  I  would  not  descend  to  it 
like  the  beast  I  have  lived.  Biit  wine  must  give  me 
strength  to  tell  the  horrors  of  my  tale."  She  poured 
out  a  cup,  and  drank  it  with  a  fnkhlfu!  avidity,  which 
seemed  desirous  of  draiuinjr  the  last  drop  in  the  gob- 
let "  It  stupifies,"  she  said,  looking  upwards  as  she 
finished  her  draught,  "but  it  cannot  cheer.— Partake 
if,  father,  if  rou  would  hear  my  tale  without  sinking 
down  upon  tne  pavement"  Cedric  would  have  avoid- 
ed pled^ng  her  in  this  ominous  conviviaUty,  but  the 
sign  which  she  made  fo  him  expressed  impatience 
and  desoair.  He  complied  with  her  request,  and  an- 
swered ner  challenge  m  a  lar^  wine-cup ;  she  then 
proceeded  with  her  story,  as  ifappeased  by  his  com- 
plaisance. 

**!  was  not  bom,"  she  said,  "father,  the  wretch 
that  Ihou  now  seest  me.  I  wf  s  free,  was  happy,  was 
lionoured,  loved,  and  was  beloved.  I  am  now  a  slave, 
miserable  and  degraded— the  sport  of  my  masters* 
passions  while  J  had  yet  beauty— the  object  of  their 
contempt,  scorn,  ana  hatred,  since  it  has  passed 
away.  Dost  thou  wonder,  fat  ner,  that  I  should  hate 
manKind,  and,  above  all,  the  race  that  has  wrought 
this  change  in  me?  Can  the  wrinkled  decrepit  hag 
befort  thee,  whose  wrath  must  vent  itself  in  impotent 
corses,  forget  she  vms  once  the  daughter  of  the  noble 
Thhne  of  Torquilstone,  before  whose  frown  a  thou- 
sand vassals  trembled?" 

"Thou  the  daughter  of  Toniuil  Wolfgan^r !"  said 
Cedric,  receding  as  he  spoke;  " ihou  —  thou  —  the 
daughter  of  that  noble  Saxon,  my  father's  friend  and 
companion  in  arms!" 

"Thy  father's  friend !"  echoed  Urfried :  "  then  Ce- 
dric called  the  Saxon  stands  before  me,A)r  the  noble 
Hereward  of  Rotherwood  had  but  one  son,  whose 
name  is  well  known  among  his  countrymen.  But  if 
thou  art  Cedric  of  Rotherwood,  why  this  religious 
dress?— hast  thou  too  despaired  of  saving  thy  country, 
and  sought  refuge  from  oppression  in  the  shade  of  the 
oonventT'  ^ 

**  It  matters  not  who  I  am,"  said  Cedric ;  "  proceed, 
unhapny  woman,  with  thy  tale  of  horror  and  guilt  !— 
Guih  tnere  must  be— there  is  guilt  even  in  thy  living 
to  tell  it." 

"There  i«— there  is,"  answered  the  wretched  wo- 
man, deep,  black,  damning  'guilt— guilt,  that  lies  like 
a  load  at  my  breast— guilt,  that  all  the  penitential 
firwi  of  hereafter  cannot  cleanse.— Yes.  in  these  halls, 
stained  with  the  noble  and  pure  blood  of  my  father 
and  my  btiethren— in  these  very  halls,  to  hare  lived 
the  paramour  of  their  murderer,  the  slave  at  once  and 
the  partaker  of  his  pleasures,  was  to  render  every 
breath  which  I  drew  of  vittil  air,  a  crime  and  a 
arse.' 

\Wreiched  woman?*  exclaimed  Cedric.  "And 
yhile  the  friends  of  thy  father— while  each  tnie  Saxon 
heart,  as  it  breathed  a  requiem  for  his  soul,  and  those 
of  his  vaHant  sons,  forgot  not  in  their  prayers  the 
tnurdered  Ulrica— while  all  mourned  and  honoured 
the  dead,  thou  hast  lived  to  merit  our  hate  and  exe- 
cration—lived to  unite  thyself  with  the  vile  tyrant 
jho  murdered  thy  nearest  and  dearest— who  shed  the 
blood  of  infancy,  rather  than  a  male  of  the  noble 
wwMe  of  Torauil  Wolfganger  should  survive— with 
hiin  bast  tbou  lived  to  unite  thyself,  and  in  the  bands 
of  lawless  love!" 

In  hiwless  bands,  indeed,  but  not  in  those  of 
w¥ef'  answered  the  hag;  "love  will  sooner  visit  the 
regions  of  eternal  doom,  than  those  unhallowed 
vturis.— No,  with  that  at  least  I  cannot  reproach 
myself-hatred  to  Pront-de-Bceuf  and  his  race  go- 
verned mjr  soul  most  deeply,  even  in  the  hour  of  his 
Builty  endearments." 

.  You  hated  him,  and  yet  you  lived,"  repRed  Ced- 
V^\,.  wretch !  was  there  no  poniard— no  knife— no 
wdkml— Well  was  it  for  thee,  since  thoti  didst  pri«e 
Jjieh  an  existence,  that  the  secrets  of  a  Norman  cas- 
M«  are  like  those  of  the  grave.  ,  For  had  1  but  dreamed 
<",  roe  daughter  of  Torquil  living  in  foul  communion 
*im  the  mmderer  of  her  father  the  sword  of  %  true 


Saxon  hadtfound  thee  out  4vea  ii^  the  arma  9f  thy 

paramour! 

"  Wouldst  thou  indeed  have  done  this  justice  to  the 
name  of  Torquil  ?"  said  Ulrica,  for  yfe  may  now  lay 
aside  her  assumed  name  of  Urfried  ; '*  thou  art  than 
the  true  Saxon  report  speaks  thee !  for  even  within 
these  accursed  walls,  where,  as  thou  well  sayest, 
guilt  shrouds  itself  in  inscrutable  mystery,  ey^n  tnew 
has  the  name  of  Cedric  been  soundtxi- and  I,  wretched 
and  degraded,  have  rejoiced  to  think  thai  there  v^t 
breathed  an  avenger  of  our  unhappy  nation.— I  also 
have  had  my  hours  of  veugeaoce- 1  have  fomented 
the  quarrels  of  our  foes,  ana  lifted  drunken  teveUy 
into  murderous  broil- 1  have  seen  their  blood  flow— I 
have  heard  their  dying  groans !— Look  on  me,  Cedric 
—are  there  not  stul  left  on  this  foul,  and  faded  face 
some  traces  of  the  features  of  Torquil  ?" 

"Ask  me  not  of  them,  Ulrica,"  replied  Cedric,  in  a 
tone  of  grief  mixed  with  abhorrence:  "those  traces 
form  such  a  resierablance  as  arisas  from  the  gravo 
of  the  dead,  when  a  fiend  has  animated  the  liteioes 
corpse." 

"  Be  it  80,"  answered  Ulrica ;  "  yet  wore  these 
fiendish  features  the  mask  of  a  spirit  of  light  when 
they  were  able  to  set  at  variance  the  elder  Front-c|o- 
Bceuf  and  his  son  Reginald  !  The  darkness  of  hi.>ll 
should  hide  what  followed,  but  revenice  must  lift  the 
veil,  and  darkly  intimat/>.  what  it  would  raise  the  dead 
to  speak  aloud.  Long  had  the  smouldering  fire  of 
discord  glowed  between  the  tyrqnt  father  and  bid 
savage  son — long  had  I  nursed,  in  secret,  the  unna- 
tural hatred— it  blazed  forth  in  an  hour  of  drunken 
wassail,  and  at  his  own  board  fell  my  oppressor  by 
the  hand  of  his  own  son— .such  are  the  secrets  theii 
vaults  conceal !— Rend  asunder,  ye  accursed  arches," 
she  added,  looking  up  towards  the  rooA  "antj  bury 
in  your  fall  all  who  are  conscious  of  the  hideous 
mystery  I"  ^ 

^'Antl  thou,  creature  of  guilt  and  misery,"  said 
Cedric,  "  what  became  thy  lot  on  the  death  of  thy 
ravisher?" 

"  Guess  it,  but  ask  it  not— Here— here  I  dwelt,  tifl 
age,  premature  age,  has  stamped  its  ghastly  features 
on  my  countenance— scorneci  and  insulted  where  I 
was  once  obeyed,  and  compelled  to  bound  the  revenge 
which  had  once  such  ample  scope,  to  the  efforts  of 
petty  malice  of  a  discontented  menial,  or  the  vain  or 
unheeded  ciu^es  of  an  impotent  hog— condemned  to 
hear  from  my  lonely  turret  the  sounds  of  revelry  in 
which  I  once  partook,  or  the  shriekK  and  groans  of 
new  victims  or  oppression." 

"•Ulrica,"  said  Cedric,  "  with  a  Ijcart  which  still,  I 
fear,  regrets  the  L'>st  reward  of  thy  crinnes.  as  much, 
as  the  deeds  by  which  thou  didst  acquire  that  meed* 
how  didst  thou  dare  to  address  thee  to  one  wl)o 
wears  this  robe?  Consider,  imhapny  woman,  what 
cOuld  the  saini(d  F*dwatd  himself  oo  for  thee,  wepe 
lie  here  in  bodily  presence  ?  The  royal  Confessor 
was  endowed  bv  Heaven  with  po^er  to  cleanse  the 
ulcers  of  the  body,  but  only  God  himself  can  cure  the 
leprosy  of  the  soul." 

"  Yet  turn  not  from  me,  stem  prophet  of  wrath,** 
she  exclaimed,  "  but  tell  me,  if  thou  canst^  in  what 
shall  terminate  these  new  and  awful  leehngs  that 
burst  on  my  solitude.— Why  do  deeds,  long  since 
done,  rise  before  me  in  new  and  irresistible  horrors  ? 
What  fate  is  prepared  beyond  the  gravo  for  her,  to 
whom  God  has  assigned  on  earth  a  lot  of  such 
unspeakable  wretchedness?  Better  ha^  I  turn  to 
Woden,  Heriha,  and  Zemebock— to  Miato,  aad  to 
Skogula.  the  Gods  of  our  yet  unbaptized  ancestors 
than  endure  the  dreadful  anticipations  which  have  qi 

»!" 

isgusi 
._.  .      .  „  .  ,  ilnes*, 

and  despair ;     I  am  no  priest,  though  I  wear  a  pru^  a 
garment" 

"  Priest  or  layman,"  answered  Ulrica,  "  thou  art 
the  first  I  have  seen  for  twenty  years,  by  whom  God 
was  feared  or  man  regarded  i  and  dost  thou  bid  me 
despair?" 

"  I  bid.  thee  repent,"  said  Cedric.  "  Seek  to  iwayer 
and  penauce,  and  mayest  thou  find  acceptance  I  Uttt 
I  cannot,  I  will  not,  longer  abide  witfi  thea  , 
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"St! 7  j'ot  fi  moment!"  sai'l  Ulrica f  "loavc  me'  "How  now,  Sir  Pnar."  replied  Front-deB<cuC 
not  now,  Mil  of  my  father' !<  fncnd,  Irsi  llie  (ieiiion  i  "thy  9p»'tt:h  iiioihinks  sinnnka  of  a  Suxon  umiaier 
wiio  h<i»  iiovcrncd  ihy  lifu  shouM  teiiii/t  ine  to  avt<ri;{e  -  "1  was  lire<l  in  \\w  coiiVt.iiL  of  ^t.  Withuld  of  Bu** 
niywlf  of  thy  hard-tii'artf:d  wnorn  -Tninkesi  thou,  if  I  ton."  answim-d  t'ttiin . 

Frorir-de-B^piif  fuiind  C'etJric  the  Saxon  in  his  castle,  I  "Ay?"  ^*.■lnJ  tlio  I'unm;  "it  had  Wt:n  better  lor 
in  siirli  a  disi^iiisc,  that  thy  lift*  would  hf  a  loni;  one  ?  I  thee  to  havn  U-vu  a  -\.>rmnn,  and  herur  lor  my  pw 
—Ahvadv  hi«  eye  has  been  U|Kin  tln.^  like  a  falcon  on  |  pose  tj»o;  but  ivtd  has  no  choii;e  »i'  nur?stii;.'»'ra. 
his  pny."  I  That  St.  Wuhold'*  of  Hurton  i:«  a  liowlri's  u«  m  uunii 

"  And  l»e  if  so,"  wihl  CednV ;  " and  let  him  tear  me    tl;i-  harrying'.    The  day  u  ill  s»Kin  eonie  tliai  the  ir-xk 
with  ^K;ak  ami  talon.<,  ere  my  tonjfne  say  one  Wi)rd    ehall  pri»ii;ei  theNjixim  as  lirtir  as  thi'Miail-ciiat." 
whieh  my  heart  doth  not  warrant.    1  will  dii- a  Saxon  '      **(.»ud*y  wdl  be  iiwtn'."  .aaui  Culnr.  in  a  voifftiw- 
— Fr;e  in  word,  open  in  derd-1  bid  thve  avnunt!—    nndoiis  with  pa«?ion,  which  Froiit-di>JJu;uJ  imputed 
touch  me  not,  slay  mo  not !— Tlie  smht  of  From-de-    to  tear. 

Uu^iif  hmisidf  is  le.««  rj/lions  to  me  than  thou,  di-yraili.<l  "  1  .h«x\"  said  ho,  "  thou  drr nmr*.t  already  that  oar 
and  di-ijeneratu  a^  i\un\  art."  ■  mon-ai-arins  are  in  thy  relVciory  itnd  tiiy  ale-vauiii. 

"  B«.  It  so."  Saul  ririca.  nolonarer  intcrruptinirhim;  >  But  do  nie  one  ca.«.tof  ihy  holy  uiiir,-,  mnl  cunieuiiaC 
"^o  thy  way.  and  forijet.  in  the  iiisrj|i.ncfof  thy  sup«*-    li>t  of  i»iliirr«,  thou  shah  bliip  us  sate  m  thy  ixliut 
riorir>,  that  the  wretch  brfore  thie  is  the  dau;;ht»r  of   ^nail  wuhin  liissh'-II  of  prriui,"' 
thy  faihnr'M  friend.— Go  thy  way--if  1  am  s^'parafitj  '     ''.Siwak  your  coiiimanti^,'*  said  Cidric,  with  wp- 
frun   mankind  by  my  wifllrinurs — peparait-d  from  |  presgi-d  emoiiuii. 

ihoH?  u  hose  aid  I  mi^lit  mtist  jusMy  ex|M  ri  —not  lt"*s  |  '*  Follow  iiie  rhrouirh  thi«  pa^ssjige,  then,  that  Imajr 
will  I  be  separated  Irom  th«  m  ni  my  nven;.!"  !— .\«» .  di.smi.<.s  lh»el»y  the  postirn.' 

man  shall  aid  me,  but  the  ear<  of  all  inen  shall  liiiiile  !        And  an  he  srr-Mie  on  his  way  Ufurc  the  ^uppoaed 
to  hear  of  thi;  d.'ed  whieh  I  shall  dare  to  do!— Fan-  i  friar,  Front-<f«-H»fuf  tims  .^ichoolui  him  m  the  part 
well !— thy  *ux»rn  baa  bunsi  the  last  Tie  which  seemed  .  wnwh  he  der^ind  h.-  should  act. 
jvr  to  unite  me  to  my  kind— a  fh-Mi^'ht  that  my  w.x.s  |      *'Thoii  si.r.sr,  .*Sir  Fruir,  yon  hen]  of  Saxon  swnei 
luiiiht  claim  the  comjia.'^ion  of  my  people.*'  who  have  <lan«l  to  cuvinm  this  castle  of  To-^iUil- 

"  Ulrica,"  saifiCMlrie.  w»l"iene<l  by  this  app-al,  "hast  '-  st«ine— T».I1  tbem  whafi  vcr  thou  hast  a  mind  ol  IM 
thou  borne  up  and  en'iiiRHJ  to  live  ihrou^li  so  miieh  \  wcaknt  s«;  of  this  lorlalice.  or  auudit  else  ih&i  cao 
guilt  and  s^i  nni<-h  mis<.>ry,  and  wilt  thou  now  yield  to  :  di.tain  them  before  it  for  twi  nty-fnur  hours.  3IiU 
despair  when  thine  eyes  an:  f»pen«vl  lo  t!iy  crimi;s,  and  linit-  bear  thou  this  scndl— IJut  »>fl— canst  rcoo,  S^ 
M'lien  r''i»entance  Were  thy  filter  oeoupar'-on?"  Prie>t  ?" 

"(.'edric,"  answer'-d  ririea,  *' tliou  little  knowe«t  ".Not  a  iot  I."  answend  r'iilrie.  ''.'taveon  inybiB- 
the  human  heart.  To  act  as  I  haveactid,  to  think  viary;  and  ilwu  1  know  tin*  characfers,  Itecaiiael 
a:?  1  have  thoitdit,  n^uin-s  the  mafldeninj;  love  of  have  the  holy  sirvice  by  ht-art,  praised  be  OurLiiiy 
pleasure,  nn"nirlf<l  with  the  kii-n  appeiif.Mif  r»'Vrni;e.  ,  and  St.  Wiiijuldl" 

the  proud  consciousness  of  power;  dr'niudils?  tOi>  iii-  i  ''The  fitter  messentrer  for  my  purpose.— Carry  tbw 
loxiea'tiiiLr  for  ih*'  human  h»ari  ii^  b:'ar.  aiul  yet  nMain  '  this  :-eroll  tnthe  casTli-  of  Ph. Up  de  Maivuisin ;  sayu 
the  pi»w»-r  to  pn/vent.  Thtir  force  lias  lonir  passi^l  ■  cometh  from  me,  andis  wriif«;nby  liu- Templar linu 
away— Ako  has  no  ^.leasuns  wrinklfs  have  no  inrlii- 1  d«'  Hois-tiuilberl,  and  that  I  pray  film  to  fetnditl* 
c'lci",  rev«.'u:;e  its* if  dies  awav  in  impoient  curstis.  |  York  with  all  the  *,>e»ii  ma:i  and  hori^t  can  iiiii(& 
Then  coin«.s  remorwi,  with  alf  its  vip«  r^  mixf.-<l  with  "  Mean  winle,  ttli  him  »■>  doul  t  iioii.iiiL',  he  hhailfind 
vain  re;;nts  for  the  nast,  an»l  despa'r  for  tile  future  !  [  us  whob*  and  s«miim 

— Tiu'n,  wlw'U  all  other  dtn)ll^  impulse?  have  ceased,  j  on  it,  that  we  sluMilil  th'  corniniKai  lo  Jiuii'  tnus  tij  i 
we  btcome  like  the  fiends  in  heil,  who  may  iVil  n-  |  park  of  nmairatL*«,  who  are  wont  to  tly  evm  at  iht 
mors.',  but  nii\er  repentance.- Hur  thy  words  have  ;  ila^h  of  our  pmnons  and  the  tramp  ol  IiurhoTK:»II 
awakenml  a  new  soul  within  ine  -Well  nasi  thou  said.  •  say  to  th«H>,  v-ritsf.  contrive  sniue  «:isi  tif  iinnr  arttt 
all  is  iHWsible  for  those  who  dare  to  die !— Thou  hast  i  keip  the  knaves  when.'  tin  y  are.  until  «»ur  friends  bwj 
ehown  me  the  means  of  reven*:i'.  anil  b<'  assured  1  [  up  their  lance?.  My  v»nue:in«;'i'is  awakf,  anUslitisi 
will  i-mbrace  them.  It  has  hitherto  shan-d  thi-*  I  falcon  that  slumbers  not ';ll  sle  h.'i**  b»'en  .u«)rawl.'' 
with  other  and  with  rival  pas^^iuns— '      "By  my  p'liron  .«saiiif,'"  said  ('ttiric.  wiih  tin 


henci  forwanl  it  shall  jh^ssc^s  me  wholly,  and  thou 
thyself  shall  sav,  that,  whatever  was  the  life?  of  Ulrica, 
her  death  well  became  the  dauuhier  (»f  the  nobb*  Tor • 
quit.  There  is  a  force  without  brleayii  •rin.i;  this  ac- 
cursi.'d  castlo— hasten  to  lead  them  to  the  attack,  and 
when  thou  shall  see  a  red  flan  wavelYom  the  turret 
on  the  casiern  nni?loof  the  donion.  pn-sn  the  Normans 
hartl— tlK•y^^ll  then  have  i-noii^h  to  do  within,  and 


energy  trian  l)e<'am<  his  cbaractir.  "  and  by  evtif 
saint  who  has  liveii  and  dinl  in  Kn^dand,  voi.r  com- 
mands shall  be  ob.'VMJ !  Xot  a  Sax«m  .>^nafl  sjirfwn 
before  thes*'  waIN,  if  1  have  art  and  intlueuce  todttaJ 
them  tlu-re.'' 

*'Ha!''  said  Front -de- Rrn-f.  "thou  chanjKst  tbf 
tone.  Sir  Priest,  and  spt;akest  lirief  and  hoUl,Mifihf 
heart  were  in  tlie  slau^iliter  of  the  Saxon  bird;  vaA 


you  may  win  the  wall  in  spite  fioth  of  bow  and  man-  •  yi.-t  iho'i  art  ihy.*  If  iM'kmdnd  to  :}»;  swine."  ^,  . 
gonel.— Bei*one,  1  pray  thee— follow  thine  own  fate,  I  Teilric  was  no  nadv  praci:S4-r  of  rbe  art  of  dia^ 
and  leave  mo  to  jiiine."  |  mulation,  and  w«ni!d  at  fids  moment  have  iH-ennwdk 

O'dne  would  have  inquired  farther  into  the  purpose  [  the  better  of  a  him  tr»m  Wamba's  more  fi  rtilt  braau 
whieh  s!u' tluis  darkly  announced,  but  tlie  stern  voice  p.ut  neces«<ity,  aeftmbny:  ti>  tiie  ancient  i|n)v«rb. 
of  Front-de-Banif  wa.s  heard,  txelaimin::,  "Whore  j  slianuMis  inveMt":..n.  an  I  he  muttered  sonielhinji  Bfr 
tarries  this  loitering;  priest?  J5y  the  sealIof)-ehr!i  ofj  der  his  ci>wl  ■•one-rniny:  tiie  mm  in  um ^tiun  UsnS 
Compfisiejla,  I  will  make  a  martyr  of  him,  if  be^  loi- !  exeommunicatedouilaws  both  tochurcnandiukiag* 
ters  hi're  to  hatch  treason  amonu  my  domestics  I"       ■  dom. 

"  Wiiat  a  true  pn^pbet,"  said  Tlri'-a. '"  is  an  evil  con-  "  Pexpfrdifitr."  aryw-nil  Front-do- Biruf,  '  tliW 
science!  But  lui-d  him  not -out  and  to  thy  pwple—  I  hast  spoken  the  vi-rv  in.th-  I  forj;oi  that  the  kna*t^ 
Cry  your  Saxon  ons!aui;bt.  and  kt  them  sinu  their  j  can  strip  a  tat  abbi.!,  as  w  II  as  if  tluy  had  beenbajn 
war-*s.Miir  «)f  Rollo,  if  ihey  will ;  venj^eance  shall  b«:ar  ;  souih  of  y.miler  i^-\\l  channel.  Was  it  not  he  of  »«• 
a  biinl'ii  to  it."  '  Ives  whom  tliev  tiol  lo  rm  oak-trfe,  an»l  compclWu' 

As  she  thiw  e|V)ke.  phe  vani«hed  throti?h  a  private  sinir  a  mas.-«  wb.l"  riit  v  were  ritiinji  his  mad*  arui ««« 
door,  and  Re:;!nalfl  Front-de-Bti-uf  ent«  ret!  the  aiiar'.-  w.illets?— \o.  bv  onr  t.aiiy— that  je.tl  >\a»  plav»-d»J' 
men».  r.MJne,  with  some  diiliciiltv,  com|K.-lledhint«e!f  (Jualii«r«»f  M  d.i^'-t.-ii.  oe'of  our  own  conipatuon*- 
to  III  .Ui- obeisance  to  tlie  haimlity  Baron,  who  returniNl  j  at-arms.  But  tin  v  v.-re  Sax«;ns  win  robl>*o  »M 
his  <-'iiir!esv  wi;h  a  sb^hl  in-brlation  of  the  heatl.        '  rh-ipel  at  St.  Peed  of  cup,  cundieslitk,  and  chalw* 

"Tin-  p..hiient:s  father,  havi   nia-le  a  Ions:  shrift—  I  wer ■•  they  not  ?" 
It  is  til.'-  iKtter  lor  them,  since  it  is  ilie  last  thev  shall       "They  wer;-  -jodl-s^  m«.n."  answered  Cedrie. 
tT/T  .'hike.    Hast  thou  pnT»ari.l  thi.ni  for  (leath?"      |     "Av.  'and  ih-  y  (Iraniv  out  all  the  goo<1  wine  {M 

"I  fnnwi  tht'iii"  sard  Cedrie,  in  such  Fnrncli  ai  1  ale  that  lay  in  s'.jrefiir  m:inv  a  Pecnitcarou««al,  wb«D 
he  amid  rommanti,  "cxpectini?  the  worst,  from  \\\e  \ -^e  vt<'V«\\v\  "s*^  wo  Iavl  bupiij  with  vi«iU  aiidpniwi' 
miorntnt  they  knew  into  whose  power  they  had  {aU&iu'*  \— Vtveav  \W\itLn\>wMAvi\<is»av«ftVKhMcriltfifc 
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**!  am  indeed  bound  to  veAge^oe,','  mturmuied 
Cedric ;  "  Saint  Wiihokl  knows  my  heart.'' 

Front-de-Bceuf;  in  the  mean  while,  led  the  way  to  a 
podtern,  where,  pasang  the  moat  on  a  rnngle  plank, 
ihejr  reached  a  small  Darbican,  or  exterior  defence, 
which  conimunicated  with  the  open  field  by  a  well- 
fortified  sal  vport. 

**  fifegone,  then ;  and  if  thon  wilt  do  mine  pnrand, 
and  if  thou  return  hither  when  it  ia  done,  thou  sholt 
see  Saxon  flesh  cheap  as  ever  washog^s  in  the  sham- 
bles of  Sheffield.  And,  hark  thee,  thou  secmest  to  be 
a  jolly  confessor--come  hither  after  the  onslaught 
and  tnou  shalt  have 'as  much  Malvoisie  as  would 
dnmch  thy  whole  convent." 
"Assuredly  we  shall  meet  a^rain"  answered  Cedric. 
•Something  in  hand  the  whilst,"  continued  the 
Norman ;  antl,  as  they  parted  at  the  postern  door, 
he  thrust  into  Cedric's  reluctant  hand  a  gold  byzant. 
adding.  "  Remember,  I  will  flay  off  both  cowl  and 
skin,  u  thou  failest  in  thy  purposa" 

"And  fill!  leave  will  I  give  thee  to  do  both,"  an- 
swered Cedric,  leaving  the  ^siern,  and  striding  forth 
over  the  free  field  with  a  wyfiil  step,  "  if,  when  we 
meet  next  I  deserve  not  Letter  at  thine  hand." — 
Tiimine  tnen  back  towards  the  castle,  hc_  threw  the 
piece  of  gold  towards  the  donor,  exclaiming  at  the 
same  time,  *'  False  Norman,  thy  money  perish  with 
theef* 

FVont-de-BtPuf  heard  the  words  imperfectly,  but 
the  action  was  suspicious—"  Archers,"^  he  called  to 
the  warders  on  the  outward  battlements,  "  send  me 
an  arrow  through  yon  monk's  frock  !— yet  stay,"  he 
said,  as  his  retainers  were  bending  their  bows.  "  it 
avails  not — we  must  thus  far  trust  mm  since  we  have 
no  better  shift.  I  think  he  dares  not  betray  me— at 
the  worst  I  can  but  treat  with  these  Saxon  doc^ 
whom  I  have  safe  in  kennel.— Ho !  Giles  jailor,  let 
them  bring  Cedric  of  Rothcrwood  before  me,  and  the 
other  churl,  his  companion— him  I  mean  of  Conings- 
burgh— Athelstane  there,  or  what  call  they  him? 
Their  very  names  are  an  encumbrance  to  a  Norman 
knight's  mouth,  and  have,  as  it  were,  a  flavour  of 
bacon — Give  me  a  stoup  of  wine,  as  jolly  Prince  John 
said,  that  I  may  wash  away  the  relish— place  itm  the 
armory,  and  thither  lead  the  prisoners. 

His  commands  were  obeyed ;  and,  upon  entering 
that  Gothic  apartment,  hung  with  many  spoils  won 
by  his  own  valour  and  that  of  his  father,  he  found  a 
flagon  of  wine  on  the  massive  oaken  table,  and  the 
two  Saxon  captives  under  the  guard  of  four  of  his 
d^ndants.  Front -de-Boeuf  took  a  long  draught  of 
wine,  and  then  addressed  his  prisoners  ^-for  the 
manner  in  which  Wamba  drew  the  cap  over  his  face, 
the  change  of  dreaa  the  gloomy  and  broken  light,  and 
the  Baron's  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  features 
ofCedric,  (who  avoided  his  Norman  neighbours,  and 
seldom  srirred  beyond  his  own  domains,)  prevented 
liim  fVom  discovering  that  the  most  important  of  his 
captives  had  made  his  escape. 

.Gallants  of  England,"  said  Front-de-Boeuf,  "how 
fdish  ye  your  entertainment  at  Torquilstone  1— Are 
ye  yet  aware  what  your  surqtiedy  and  outrecuidance* 
inerit,  for  scofSng  at  the  entertamment  of  a  prince  of 
the  House  of  Anjou?- Have  ye  forgotten  how  ye 
teguited  the  unmerited  hospitality  of  the  royal  John? 
By  God  and  St  Dennis,  an  ye  pay  not  the  richer  ran- 
•om,  I  will  hang  ye  tip  by  the  tieet  from  the  iron  bars 
of  these  windows,,  tifl  the  kites  and  hooded  crows 
have  made  skeletons  of  you  '—Speak  out,  ye  Saxon 
dogs— what  bid  ye  for  your  worthless  lives?— How 
aay  you,  you  of  Rotherwood?" 

Not  a  doit  I,"  answered  poor  Wamba— "and  for 
hanging  up  by  the  feet,  my  brain  has  been  topsy- 
turvy, they  say,  ever  since  the  biggin  was  bound 
fiivt  round  my  head;  so  turning  me  upside  down 
niajrperadventurc  restore  it  again." 

Saint  Genevieve!"  said  Pront-de-Bceuf,  "what 
iHive  we  got  here  ?" 

And  with  the  back  of  his  hand  he  struck  Cedric's 

tap  from  the  head  of  the  Jester,  and  throwing  open 

lus  collar,  discovertd  the  fatal  badge  of  servitude,  the 

•iter  collar  round  his  neck. 

"  Giles— Clement— dogs  and  varlcts!"  exclaimed 

*  turfueif  and  »utrmtMaM»'  UKolenoe  and  prwumptioiL 


the  iunouf  Norman,     wh«l  have  yoa'hronght.iBA 
here?*' 

"I  think  I  can  tell  you,"  said  DeBracy,  wlio  just 
entered  the  apartment.  This  id  Cednc's  clown, 
who  fought  so  manful  a  sjcirmish  with  Isaac  of  York« 
about  a  Question  of  precedence." 

"I  shall  settle  it  for  them  both,"  replied  Pront-de- 
Boeuf ;  *'  they  shall  hang  on  the  same  sallows,  unless  ' 
his  master  and  this  boar  of  Conmg;8Durgh  will  pay 
well  for  their  lives.  Their  wealth  is  the  least  they 
can  surrender ;  they  must  also  carry  ofT  with  them 
the  swarms  thai  are. besetting  the  castle,  subscnbe  a 
surrender  of  their  pretendea  immunities,  and  live 
under  us  as  serf^  and  vassals  \  too  happy  if,  in  the 
new  world  that  is  about  to  bexi;in|  we  leave  them  the 
breath  of  their  nostrils,— Go,*'  said  he,  to  two  of  ^is 
attendants,  "fetch  me  the  right  Cedric  hither,  ana  I 
pardon  your  error  for  once ;  the  rather  that  you  but 
mistook  a  fool  for  a  Saxon  frankhn." 

"Ay,  but,"  said  Wamba,  "your  chivalrous  excel- 
lency will  find  there  are  more  fooU  than  franklina 
among  us." 

"what  means  the  knave?"  said  Front-d.e-Bceut 
looking  towards  his  followers,  who^  lingenng  and 
loath^  faltered  forth  their  belief,  that  if  this  were  not 
Cedric  who  was  there  in  presence,  they  knew  nog 
what  was  become  of  him. 

"Saints  of  Heaven!"  exclaimed  De  Bracy,  "he 
must  have  escaped  in  the  monk's  garments!" 

" F*ien(U»  of  hell  I"  echoed  Pront-de-Breu/;  "it  was 
then  the  boar  of  Rothe^^^•ood  whom  I  ushered  to  the 
postern,  and  dismissed  with  my  own  hands!— And 
thoiL"  he  said  to  Wamba,  "  whose  folly  coi^ld  over 
reach  the  wisdom  of  kliots  yet  more  gross  tnan  thy 
self— I  will  give  thee  holy  orders— I  will  shave  thy 
crown  for  thee !— Here,  let  them  tear  the  scalp  fVom 
his  head,  and  then  pitch  him  headlong  from  the 
battlements— Thy  trade  is  to  jest,  canst  thou  jest 
now?" 

"Von'  deal  with  me  better  than  your  word,  noble 
knight"  whimpered  forth  poor  Wamba,  whose  habits 
of  Dufibonery  were  not  to  be  overcome  even  by  the 
immediate  prospect  of  death ;  "  if  you  give  nie  the  red 
capyou  propose,  out  of  a  simple  monk  you  Will  make  a 

" The  j)oor  wretch,"  said  De  Bracy,  "is  resolved  to 
die  in  his  vocation.— Front-de-Bcsuf  you  shall  not 
slay  him.  Give  hhn  to  me  to  make  sport  for  mv 
Free  Companions.— How  sayst  thou,  knave  ?  Wilt 
thou  take  heart  of  grace,  and  go  to  the  wars  with 
me?" 

"Ay,  with  my  masters  leave,"  said  Wamba;  "for, 
look  vrtTT,  T  must  not  slip  collar"  (and  he  touched 
th'ii  ^vhii  II  hy  wore)  "  without  his  permission." 

(  Hi  =  ^i  Xi  1 1 1 1  an  saw  will  soon  cut  a  Saxon  collar," 
said  Dl'  Ilrrn  >." 

"Ay,  noble  sir,"  said  Wamba,  "and  thence  goea 
the  proverb*- 

'  Norman  aaw  oo  Em lith  oak, 

Ou  English  neck  a  Norman  yoke  ; 

Nomian  spoon  in  Bnf lish  Airh, 

And  En(;lnn4  rulod  m  rtormani  with  t 

RliUM  world  to  England  naver  will  bamora, 

Till  England's  rid  of  all  tha  roar.' " 

"Thou  dost  well,  De  Bracy,"  said  Pront-de-Hcfuf; 
"  to  stand  there  listening  to  a  fool's  jargon,  when 
destruction  is  gaping  for  us !  Seest  thou  not  we  are 
overreached,  and  that  our  proposed  mode  of  com- 
municating with  our  friends  without  has  been  dis- 
concerted by  this  same  motley  gentleman  tliou  art  so 
fond  to  brother  ?  What  views^ave  we  to  expect  but 
instant  storm  ?" 

**To  the  battlements  then,"  saj^  De  Bracy;  wheii 
didst  thou  ever  see  me  the  graver  for  the  thoughts  of 
battle?  Call  the  Templar  yonder,  and  let  htm  fight 
but  half  so  well  for  ms  lifo  as  he  has  done  for  nis 
Order— Make  thou  to  the  walls  thyself  with  thv 
huge  body— Let  me  do  mvpoor  endeavour  in  my  own 
way,  and  I  tell  thee  the  Saxon  outlaws  may  as  well 
attempt  to  scale  the  clouds,  as  the  castle  ofTprqiiil. 
stone;  or,  if  yon  will  treat  with  the  banditti,  why 
not  employ  the  mediation  of  this  worthy  fi^nkhn, 
who  seems  in  such  deep  contemplation  ox  the  wine- 
flagon?— Heie,  Saxon,"  he  continued,  addrsssinis 
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Athelstane,  and  handtncr  the  cup  to  him,  **  ritise  thy 
throat  with  that  noble  liquor,  and  rouse  up  thy  aoiu 
to  sav  what  thou  wilt  do  for  thy  Uberty." 

"  What  a  man  of  mould  may,"  answered  Athel- 
stane,  '*providing  it  be  what  a  man  of  manhood 
ought— Diami^a  me  free,  with  my  companiona,  and 
I  will  pay  a  ransom  of  a  thousand  marks." 

"And  wilt  moreover  assure  us  the  retreat  of  that 
scum  of  mankind  who  are  swarming  around  the  cas- 
tle, contrary  to  God*8  peace  and  the  king's?"  said 
FrOnt-de-BcBuf. 

*In  so  far  as  I  can."  answered  Athelstane,  "I  will 
withdraw  them ;  and  I  fear  not  b«it  that  my  father 
Cedric  will  do  his  best  to  assist  me." 

'*  We  are  agreed  then,"  said  Front-de-Boeuf— "  thou 
and  they  are  to  be  set  at  freedom,  and  peace  is  to  be 
on  both  sides,  for  payment  of  a  thousand  marks.  It 
ii  a  trifling  ransom,  Saxon,  and  thou  wilt  owe  grati- 
tude to  tlie  moderation  which  accepts  of  it  in  ox- 
chaogc  of  your  persons.  But  mark,  this  extends  not 
to  tlie  Jew  Isaac." 

"  Nor  to  the  Jew  Isaac's  daughter,"  said  the  Tem- 
plar, who  had  now  joined  them. 

"Neither,"  said  Front-de-Bceufi  "belong  to  this 
Saxon's  company." 

"I  were  unworthy  to  be  called  Christian,  if  they 
did"  replied  Athelstane :  "  deal  with  the  unbelievers 
as  ye  liei." 

'*^  Neither  does  the  ransom  include  thc^  Lady 
Rowena,"  said  De  Bracy.  "It  shall  never  be  said  I 
was  scared  out  of  a  fair  prize  without  striking  a  blow 
for  it.". 

"Neither."  said  Front-de-Brsuf^  "does  our  treaty 
refer  to  this  wretched  Jester,  whom  I  retain,  that  1 
may,  make  him  an  example  to  every  knave  who  turns 
jest  into  earnest." 

"The  Lady  Rowena,"  answered  Athelstane,  with 
the  most  steady  countenance,  "is  my  athanced  oride. 
•I  will  be  drawn  by  wild  horses  before  I  consent  to 
part  with  her.  Hie  slave  Wainba  has  this  day  saved 
the  life  of  my  father  Cedric— I  will  lose  mme  ere  a 
hair  of  his  head  be  injured." 

"Thy  affianced  bride?— The  Lady  Rowena  the 
affianced  bride  of  a  vassal  like  thee?"  said  De 
Bracy:  "  Saxon,  thou  dreamest  that  the  days  of  thy 
seven  kingdoms  are  returned  again.  I  tell  thee,  the 
Princes  of  the  House  of  Anion  confer  not  their  wardit 
on  men  of  such  lineage  as  thine." 

"  My  lineage,  ptoud  Norman,"  replied  Athelstane, 
"  is  drawn  from  a  source  more  pure  and  ancient  than 
that  of  a  beggarly  Frenchman,  whose  living  is  won 
by  selling  the  blood  of  the  thieves  whom  he  aeserables 
under  his  paltry  standard.  Kings  were  my  ancestors, 
strong  in  war  and  wise  in  council  who  every* day 
feasted  in  their  hall  more  hundreds  than  thou  canst 
number  individual  followers;  whose  names  have  been 
sung  by  minstrels,  and  their  laws  recorded  by  Wit- 
tenagemotes;  whose  bones  were  interred  amid  the 
prayers  of  saints,  and  over  whose  tombs  minsters  have 
been  builded." 

"  Thou  hast  it,  De  Bracy,"  sakl  Front-de-Boeuf,  well 
pleased  with  the  rebuff  which  hip  companion  had 
received ;  "  the  Saxon  hath  hit  thee  fairly.^' 

"  As  fairly  as  a,  captive  can  strike,"  said  De  Bracy, 
with  apparent  carelessness;  "for  he  whose  hands  are 
tied  should  have  his  tongue  at  freedom.— But  thy  glib- 
ness  of  reply,  comrade,"  rejoined  he,  soeaking  to 
Athelstane,  '^  will  not  win  the  freedom  of  the  Lady 
Rowena." 

To  this  Athelstane,  who  had  already  made  a  longer 
speech  than  was  his  custom  to  do  on  any  topic,  how- 
ever interesting,  relumed  no  answer.  The  conversa- 
tion was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  a  menial,  who 
announced  that  a  monk  demanded  admittance  at  the 
postern  gate.  • 

"  In  the  name  of  Saint  Bennet,  the  prince  of  these 
Dall-beggars,"  said  Front-de-Bceufi  "have  we  a  real 
monk  this  time  or  another  impostor?  Search  him, 
slaves- formn  ye  suffer  a  second  impostor  to  be  palmed 
upoii  you,  I  will  have  your  eyes  torn  out,  and  hot  coals 
put  into  the  sockets. 

"  Let  me  endure  the  extremity  of  your  anger,  ray 
Jord,''  said  Giles,  "if  this  be  not  a  real  shaveling. 
Tour  squire  Joc^lyn  knows  him  well,  and  will  vouch 


him  to  be  brother  Ambrose,  a  monk  hi  attendanoe 
upon  the  Prior  of  Jorvaulx." 

"  Admit  him,"  said  Front-de-Bceuf ;  "  most  likely 
he  brings  us  news  from  his  jovial  master.  Surely  the 
devil  keeps  holiday,  and  the  priests  are  rebeved  from 
duty,  that  they  are  strolling  thus  wildly  through  the 
country.  Remove  these  priBonera ;  and,  Saxon,  think 
on  what  thou  hast  heard." 

"I  claim,"  said  Athelstana  "an  honourable  fm 
prisonment,  with  due  care  of^  my  board  and  of  my 
couch,  as  becomes  my  rank,  and  as  is  due  to  one  who 
is  in  treaty  for  ransom.  Moreover,  I  hold  him  thif 
deems  himself  the  best  of  you,  bound  to  answer  to  me 
with  his  body  for  this  aggression  on  my  freedom* 
This  defiance  hath  already  been  sent  to  thee  by  thy 
sewer;  thou  underlies t  it,  and  art  bound  to  aoswer 
me— There  lies  my  glove. 

"  I  answer  not  the  challenge  of  mv  priaoner,"  sakl 
Front-de-BcBuf ;  "  nor  shalt  ihou,  3Iaurice  de  Bracy. 
—Giles,"  he  continued,  "hang  the  franklin's  glove  upoD 
thetine  of  yonder  branched  antlers:  there  shall  it  re- 
main until  lie  is  a  free  man.  Should  he  then  presume  ta 
demand  it,  or  to  affirm  he  was  unlawfully  made  my 
prisoner,  by  the  belt  of  Saint  Christopher,  he  will  speak 
to  one  who  bath  never  refused  to  meet  a  foe  on  foot  or 
on  horseback,  alone  or  with  his  vassals  at  his  back  T 

The  Saxon  prisoners  were  accordingly  removed* 
just  as  they  introduced  the  monk  Ambrose,  who  ap* 
peared  to  be  in  great  perturbation. 

"This  is  the  real  Detis vobUcumJ*  said  Wamb«,  as 
he  passed  the  reverend  brother  i  "  the  others  were  wit 
counterfeits." 

"  Holy  Mother !"  said  the  menk,  as  he  addressed  tho 
assembled  knights,  "  I  am  at  last  safe  and  m  Chiistian 
keeping !" 

"  Safe  thou  art,"  replied  De  Bracy ;  "and for  Chiis- 
tianity,  here  is  the  stout  Baron  Ileginald  Front-de- 
Boeuf^  whose  utter  abomination  is  a  Jew;  and  the 
good  Knight  Templar,  Brian  de  Bois-GuUbert  whose 
trade  is  to  slay  Saracens— If  these  are  not  good  marks 
of  Christianity,  I  know  no  other  which  they  bear  abou* 
them." 

"  Ve  are  friends  and  alUes  of  our  reverend  father  in 
God,  Aymer,  Prior  of  Jorvaulx,"  said  the  monk,  with- 
out noticing  the  tone  of  De  Bracy^s  reply:  'ye  owe 
him  aid  both  by  knightly  faith  and  holy  chanty;  for 
what  saith  the  Blessed  Saint  Augustin,  m  his  treatise 
Dc  CivUate  /?a" 

"  What  saith  the  devil !"  interrupted  Front-de- 
Bceuf ;  "or  rather  what  dost  tiwK  say.  Sir  Priest? 
We  have  little  time  ^o  hear  texts  from  the  holy  fathers." 

"  Sancta  Maria  /*'  ejaculated  Fatltcr  Ambrose, 
"how  prompt  to  ire  are  these  unhallswed  laymen  I— 
But  be  it  known  to  you,  brave  knights,  that  certain 
murderous  caitiffs,  casting  behind  them  fear  of  €rod, 
and  reverence  of  his  church,  and  not  regarding  the 
bull  of  the  holy  se&  SI  yuis^  madenU  Diabolo" 

"Brother  pnest,"  said  the  Templar.  "  aU  this  we 
know  or  guess  at— tell  iis  plainly,  is  thy  master,  ths 
Prior,  made  prisoner,  and  to  whom  ?" 

"  Surely/'  said  Ambrose,  "  he  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
men  of  Belial,  infesters  of  these  woods,  and  contemn- 
ers of  the  holy  text,  'Toucli  not  mine  anointed,  and 
do  my  prophets  naught  of  ivih' " 

"  Here  is  a  new  argument  for  our  swords,  sirs,** 
said  Front-de-Bceu^  turning  to  his  companions:  "and 
so,  instead  of  reachmg  us  any  assistance,  the  Prior  of 
Jorvaulx  requesu  aid  at  our  hands  1  a  man  is  well 
helped  of  these  lazy  churchmen  when  he  hath  most 
to  do  '—But  speak  out,  priest,  and  say  at  once,  what 
doth  thy  master  expect  from  us  7" 

"So  please  you,'  said  Ambrose,  "violent  hanils 
having  oeen  imposed  on  my  reverend  superior,  con- 
trary to  the  holy  ordinance  which  I  did  already  quota 
and  the  men  of  Belial  having  rifled  his  mails  ana 
budgets,  and  stripped  him  of  two  hundred  marks  of 
pure  refined  gold,  they  do  yet  demand  of  him  a  larqa 
sum  beside,  ere  they  will  su0er  him  to  depart  irora 
their  uncircumcised  hands.  Wherefore  the  reverend 
iathcr  in  God  prays  you,  as  his  dear  friends,  to  rescue 
him,  either  by  paying  down  tho  ransom  at  which 
they  hold  him,  or  by  force  of  arms,  at  your  best  os* 
cretion." 

"Ths  foul  fiend  quell  the  Priori"  said  Fioat-ds 


3GBuf;  **hi*mmrftiiiK'silratl|tlltlMSbMiadeei»oa& 
IPVhen  did  thy  maftter  hear  of  a  Norman  baron  un- 
buckling his  porde  to  relieve  a  churchman,  whose  bags 
mx%  ten  times  as'  weight/  as  oursl^And  how  can  we 
d6  aught  hj  vabar  to  free  him,  that  are  cooped  up 
here  by  ten  times  our  number,  and  expect  an  assauk 
erery  moment  ?*^ 

**  And  that  was  What  I  was  about  to  tell  yoii,**  said 
the  monk,  **  had  your  hastiness  allowed  me  6ra& 
But,  Gk>d  help  me,  I  am  old,  and  these  foul  onslaughts 
distract  an  aged  man's  brain.  Nevertheless,  it  is  of 
verity  that  thev  assemble  a  camp,  and  raise  a  bank 
ttirainst  the  walls  of  this  castle." 

^  T*  the  battlementa !"  cried  De  Braoy,  "  and  let  us 
mark  what  tliese  knaves  do  without  *,"  and  so  saying. 
he  opened  a  latticed  window  which  led  to  a  sort  of 
bartisan  or  projecting  balcony,  and  immediately  called 
from  thence  to  those  in  the  aoartment^"  Saint  Den- 
nis, but  the  old  monk  hath  DA)Uffht  true  tidings!— 
They  bring  forward  mantelets  ana  pavisses,*  and  the 
archers  muster  on  the  skirts  of  the  wood  like  a  dars 
aloud  before  a  hail-storm." 

Reginald  Front-de-Boeuf  also  looked  out  upon  the 
fidd,  and  immediatelv  snatched  his  bugle :  and,  after 
winding  a  long  and  (oud  blast,  commanoed  his  men 
to  their  posts  on  the  walls.     . 

"  De  Bracy.  look  to  the  eastern  side,  where  the  walls 
art  lowest— Noble  Bois^Guilbert,  thy  trade  hath  well 
taught  thee  how  to  attack  ^d  defend,  look  thou  to 
the  western  side— I  myself  will  take  post  at  the  bar- 
bican. Tet,  do  not  confide  yonr  exertions  to  anyone 
epot,  noble  friends  I— we  mast  this  da?  be  every  where, 
and  multiply  ourselves,  were  it  possible,  so  as  to  carry 
by  our  presence  succour  and  relief  wherever  the  attack 
is  hottest  pur  numbers  are  few,  but  activity  and 
oonragB  may  supply  that  defect,  since  we  have  only 
to  do  with  rflscal  clowns." 

"But,  noble knightsL"  exclaimqd Father Ambroee, 
amidst  the  bustle  and  confosion  occasiened  by  the 
preparations  for  defence,  "will  none  of  ye  hear  the 
menage  of  the  reverend  rather  in  God,  Aymer,  Prior  of ' 
Jorvaulx  7—1  beseech  thee  to  hear  me,  noble  Sir  Re- 
ginald!" 

**  Go  patter  thy  petitions  to  heaven,"  said  the  fierce 
Norman,  "  fer  we  on  earth  have  no  time  to  listen  to 
them.— Ho !  there  Anselm !  see  that  seething  pitch  and 
oil  are  ready  to  pour  on  the  heads  of  these  audacious 
traitors— Look  that  the  cross-bow-men  lack  notboltat 
— Fling  abroad  my  banner  with  the  old  bull's  head— 
the  knaves  shall  soon  find  with  whom  they  have  to 
do  this  day  f 

"  But,  noble  sir,"  continued  the  monk,  persevering 
in  his  endeavours  to  draw  attention,  '"consider  my 
vi»w  of  obedience,  and  let  me  discharge  myself  of  my 
Superior's  errand." 

*^Awny  with  this  prating  dotard,"  said  Front-de- 
Bcetif;  '*  lock  him  up  in  the  chapel,  to  tell  his  beads  till 
the  broil  be  osgt.  It  will  be  a  new  thing  to  the  saints 
in  Tonjuilstone  to  hear  aves  and  paters ;  they  have 
not  been  so  honoured,  I  trow,  since  they  were  cut 
out  of  sttne." 

•*  Bloffiheme  not  the  holy  sarats,  Sir  Reginald," 
Miid  de  Bracy,  "we  shall  have  need  of  their  aid  to-day 
before  yon  rascal  rout  disband." 

"  I  expect  little  aid  from  their  hand,"  said  Front-de- 
Scent,  "  unless  we  were  to  hurt  them  from  the  battle- 
ments on  the  heads  of  the  villains.  Tliere  is  a  huge 
luml>erins  Saint  Christopher  vonder,  sufllcient  to  bear 
a  whole  companr  to  the  earth." 

The  Templar  had  in  the  mean  time  been  looking 
out  on  the  proceeding  of  the  besiegers,  with  rather 
rooru  attention  than  the  bruul  Front-de-BcBuf  or  his 
^ddy  companion. 

"  By  the  faith  of  mine  order,"  he  said,  these  men 
approach  with  more  touch  of  discipline  than  could 
have  been  judged,  however  they  come  by  it    See  ye 

*  Mstttdeto  were  tenioor«i7  m6  moreabia  dafeaoes  fhnnod  of 
p|«nk«.  uof1»r  cover  of  which  the  ajsnitanU  uWaoned  to  the 
attadc  of  furtifted  pUroa  of  old.  Pav^Mes  wtsn  a  ipeciea  of 
Large  shiold*  eovorinf  tua  whole  penuu,  ampiored  ou  Um  mum 
oeca«ion«.  .....       ^  ^      ' 

*  The  tmit  waa  the  arrow  paauliarljr  fitted  to  the  eroM.4>ow,  at 
that  of  the  lonf-l>ow  wa«  called  a  shaft  Haitea  Uie  BnpliiU 
■rwert^— "  I  will  either  make  a  ahaA  or  bolt  of  It,"  w«aifjrinic  a 
dstermtnatioa  to  make  ooa  uaaor  oUier  of  Uis  ttUDf  epokan  oC 


howdgxt»)»p<iy<thir«iyaa4wBiaMyee  4f  ^tny  fowx 
which  a  tree  or  hmh  aflbrdsd  aad  saun  expooing  then)" 
aeiTea  to  the  shot  of  our  oroea-bows?  i  spy  neither 
banner  aar  pennon  aoiong  them,  and  yet  wdl  I  gng« 
my  fplden  chain,  that  they  are  led  ^on  by  soiua 
noble  knight  or  gentleman,  skilful  in  the  pitaciica  i>j[ 
waia."-'  ■  • 

"leapythim,"  said  Da  Bracy;  "I  see  thewaifeng 
of  a  knight^a  crest,  and  thegleaai  of  his  armour.  ^98 
yon  tall  man  in  the  black  maii,  who  is  busted 
marshailin^the  farther  troop  of  the  raaeoiUe  yeoroea 
—by  Saint  Denaia,  i  hold  him  to  be  the  same  whom 
we  called  Le  Nq^r  FIcMi^aat^  who  overthrew  ihee^ 
Front'de-BcBiifl  ta  the  lists  at  Ashby." 

"  So  much  the  better,"  atad  Froot-de-Bceuf,  "  that 
he  c6nles  here  to  giv«  ma  tuy  revenge.  Some  hilding 
fellow  he  must  be,  who  dared  not  stay  to  assert  hia 
claim  to  the  totmiey  prise  which  chance  kaq  osSKnea 
him.  I  should  in  vain  have  sought  ibr.  hmi  where 
knights  and  nobles  se«k  their  foes,  and  right  glad  am 
I  he  hath  here  shown  him^alf  among  yon  villaui 
yeomanry."  ,       . 

The  demonstrations  of  the  enemy's  imniediata 
approach  out  off  all  farther  discourse.  Each  knight 
repaired  to  his  ppst,  and  at  the  head  of  the  few  follo>y- 
era  whom  ther  were  able  to  muster,  and  who  were  in 
immhers  inaaaquaie  to  defend  the  whole  extent  of 
the  walla,  they  awaited  with  caka  determination  tha 
threatened  assault. 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 


froi 


Thif  wandering  race,  #ftvor*d  from  other  matt, 
Boait  yet  Uiair  kitfaneounia  with  luiman  artaf 
T>>e  seaa,  the  wood*.  Uie  deaeru,  which  Uiey  liauot. 
Find  tUetn  ac^uaintc-d  with  their  secret  troasuret : 
And  Unre^artied  herbs,  and  ftoweri,  and  bloMoma, 
Diaplar  uadreamt-of  ^wen  ^^hen  gtttnar'd  by  them. 

TkiJetk 

OtTE  history  must  needs  retrograde  for  the  space  ol 
a  few  pages,  to  iiiibrm  the  reader  of  certain  paf  sajg;es 
matenal  to  his  understanding  the  rest  of  this  im- 
portant narrative.  ,  Uis  own  intelligence  may  indeed 
nave  easily  antiemai«(^that,  when  Ivanboe  aunk 
down,  and  seemed  abandoned  by  ^1  the  world,  it 
was  the  importuaitv  of  Rebecca  which  prevailed  on 
her  father  to  have  the  gallani  young  warrior  trans* 
ported  from  the  lists. to  the  house  which  for  the  time 
the  Jews  inhabited  in  the  suburbs  of  Ashby. 

It  would  not  have  been  difficult  to  have  persuaded 
Isaac  po  this  step  in  any  other  cirotunstancaea,  for  hia 
disposition  wab  kiid  and  grateful^  But  bo  had  also 
the  prejudices  and  scrupulous  timidity  of  his  perse- 
cuted people,  and  those  were  to  be  conquered. 

**  Holy  Abraham !"  he  exclaimed,  "  he  is  a  good 
you^,  and  my  heart  bleeds  to  see  the  gore  tnckle 
down  his  rich  embroidered  hacqueton,  and  his  corslet 
of  goodlv  price— but  to  carry  him  to  oiur  house  I— 
damsel,  hast  thou  well  considered  ?~-he  is  a  Chris- 
tian, and  by  our  law  we  may  not  deal  with  the  stran* 
ger  and  Gentile,  save  for  the  advantage  of  our  oom- 
merce." 

"  Speak  not  so,  my  dear  fhther."  replied  Rebeceat 
"  wc  may  not  indeed  mix  with  them  in  banquet  and 
in  jollity ;  but  in  wounds  and  in  misery,  the  Gentild 
becometh  the  Jew's  brother." 

"I  would  I  knew  what  the  Rabbi  Jacob  BenTudela 
would  opine  on  it,"  replied  Isaac :—'' nevertheless, 
the  good  youth  must  not  bleed  to  death.  Let  Seth 
and  Reuben  bear  him  to  AshJ>y/' 

'Nay,  let  them  place  him  ia  my  litter,"  said 
Rebeeoa ;  "  I  will  mount  one  of  ihepalneys," 

"  That  were  to  expose  thee  to  the  gaze  of  those 
dogs  of  Ishmael  and  of  Bdom,"  whispered  Isaac, 
with  a  suspicious  glance  towanis  tlie  crowd  oi 
knights  and  squires;  But  Rebecca  was  already  bu- 
siea  in  carrying  her  charitable  purpose  into  effect, 
and  listed  not  what  he  soid,  unul  Isaac,  seiipg  the 
sleeve  of  her  mantle,  again  exclaimed,  in  a  humeu 
voice*-"  Beard  of  Aaron !— what  if  the  youth  perish  1 
if  he  die  in  our  custody,  shall  wo  not  be  hi«ld  gn/lty  ot 
his  blood,  and  be  torn  to  pieces  by  the  multitude  T' 

'*  He  u-tU  not  die,  my  father,"  said  Rebecca,  genilv 
cxiricatiag  hweelf  from  ^pjg^^^fBL^^lp^^'jm  will 
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was  still  in  t  state  of  unconsciousness,  owing  to  iht 
iirofuse  lotiR  ol  btuod  u  hich  had  taken  pUce  duiing 
his  exertions  in  the  liMH.  Rebecca  ixam:^^!  ths 
wound,  and  having  oM^^-^  f^^  it  siuch  vijhitrar>'  rEn.e> 
dii'S  as  lur  an  prLk.Tibud,  imonncti  htr  lather  ii.atif 
fever  could  lie  nvtrii-d,  of  which  the  ^Teai  bludiDf 

,  rtrultn-d  her  jiiiie  upprr lunsi\e,  and  il  the  iitrilinf 

is  in  pMrnHi.**'.  havo  inad**  ihei*  skilful  in  the  art  of-  balsani  of  Miriam  n:iained  i\»  viriirtv  there  wa>  no- 
hi.'uiin:;.  nn-l  rhnt  thou  know«isi  tlie  craft  of  herbs.  I  thin{;  to  fear  for  his  uuicit's  life  and  ihai  he  ii.^1 


not  die,  nnlci^^  vrc  abandon  him;  and  if  so,  wcure 
indiyni  aiHwcr-ihle  fr>r  hi^  hlood  to  God  and  to  man.'' 
"Nay,"  sriiil  Isanr,  relea^inj;  liis  hold,  "it  Kfieveih 
mo  as  much  to  ^i?  the  dropi*  uf  his  blood,  as  if  they 
wen*  ¥it  i)i:inv  pr'ildrn  M-xants  from  mine  own  ourKo ; 
anil  I  well  kiiovv,  t!iat  the  It-ftsons  of  Miriam,  auu^h- 
T(fr  iM'thc  Rhhhi  Maiiasscs  of  Byzantiunii  whose  soul 


and  iKc  fmi'ft  of  #?lixirj«,  Thireforu,  do  as  ihy  niinu 
Kiveih  tlu't— fhim  art  a  iroocl  damsel,  a  hlcnsin;?,  and 
a  (Town,  and  a  ivniu  of  rejoicing  unto  me  and  unto 
mv  hi)ll*i(^  nn>i  inito  thtj  p^>ple  of  my  faiherf*." 

*riu'  a|>pri  h'  II -ioiiiK  of  Isaac,  however,  were  not  ill 
foiin>K'd  ;  and  thf'  ;:cn('r(ai.s  iiiid  trratcfiil  bcnevoieiicL' 
o(  hiif  daiii.'hr<  r  i.xp'tst  d  ti^r,  on  htr  return  to  .AHhi>y, 
To  the  imiiailowLii  fih'/in'  of  Hnan  dc  Hoia-Guiiber't. 
Thii  Tpnir»lnr  twice  paswtl  and  repassed  ihein  '^n  the 
road,  ftxinij:  his  indd  ami  anirnt  iiK)k  on  the  ht-a<itiful 
Ji'Wtws ;  and  wf  ha%e  already  s«'n  the  consruuenccs 
of  the  admiration  which  lief  charms  exciud.  when 
acrjdenr  thr^^w  lier  iiitu  the  i»owcrof  that  unprinci- 
pled volnptiiar>-. 


With  safety  travel  to  Vork  with  tjit  m  on  the  ensuiuf 
day.  Isaac  looked  a  little  blank  at  this  annui.cis- 
tion.  His  charily  wuuld  willin^dy  have  stopped  short 
at  Ash  by,  or  at  nio.'>t  would  have  kit  th**  wountiMi 
Christian  to  he  tended  in  the  houiie  where  he  wu 
rc-!<iding  at  present,  with  an  assurance  to  liie  Hebrew 
to  whom  it  belonyHd.  that  aliexpeiiKfe  should  UrCilf 
diftchar^i.  To  tiiis, however,  liibecca  oppoH li  manr 
reasons,  of  u  hich  we  fhall  uuly  mention  twu  iliai  baa 
P«.'cu!iar  weight  with  Isaac.  'I'he  oul  was,  tha:  ciie 
would  on  no  accoui^t  put  the  iiluai  ot  precious ba!^am 
into  the  hands  of  aiiother  phvfrician  even  of  her  um 
tribe,  IrPt  that  valuabli:  my^^ttVy  hhuiild  hedi«<v^i  rvdj 
the  other,  that  this  wuimd<-d  knight,  Wilfrtd  of  l\a~ 


Rel»etya  lust  no  rim«;  in  cnu.«inGr  the  patient  to  be  I  lioe,  was  an  intimate  favourite  of  Richard  Cafur-de 
trnnsporti.fj  to  tb»»ir  leinpornry  clw»*llinff.  mni  pro-  I  Lion,  and  that,  in  cas«;  the  monarch  s-houid  relunii 
Cf^deil  with  her  own  haiuls  to  examine  anil  u»  bind  |  I^aa^^  who  luul  pupplir  d  his  brother  Joliii  with  irta- 
up  his  Wi^unds.  The  youn£;)*Mt  n-.-uler  of  romance** .  sure  tu  i»roM>cute  his  relKllK>us  purpow-f,  wo|;iId  #tand 
and  romantic.  halh(i«.  hnist  recollect  how  often  the  in  no  small  need  of  a  |)owerful  proiecturwhueiijuyed 
feiiiaUs.  duririff  th«-  dark  a'-'««j.  un  they  arc  calU?d,  .  Rirhani's  favour. 

were  iniriatni into  rhf  my.sNTits  »if.-uri:«ry.  and  how  i  "Thou  art  speaking  but  siiolh,  RtUcca,"  sala 
frtfMiejjjIy  the  ^'allrint  ktiifilif  submitieii  ihe  wounds  i  Isaac,  uivinu  way  to  these  weijfhty  arj-'unun's— "Jl 
of  h.s  V^'Mi  to  h-  r  CUP-,  whose  eyes  had  yet  more  were  nii  ot}in<iini:  of  Htaveii  to  ln.tra\  the  m  crt'^of 
de«[u\' |M.'Ui  (ra'.i  d  his  hi-art.  !  the  blesstd   IVIiriaiii ;   tor  the  ^ood  utiirh  Hi^iiia 

liiif  th(  .i"w>.  iMMh  male  and  female,  possessed  and  i  ixiveth,  is  not  rashly  to  br  sipiaiuhnd  u|.N>n  u'liirij^ 
praotisr'd  the  nirdieai  siinu'e  in  all  its  nranclu.**.  and  '  whether  it  be  tab  nis  of  uold  and  .*:h«'kil>  vi  i-iU-r.  or 
the  moiuinrlis  and  pow<rful  barons  of  the  tim^  fn-    wliethi^  it  U.*  ilie  H.-<Tel  my*'lehi;sof  a  wiw-  pi.>."«saii 


qtiMnlly  romni;ital  ilienii-elves  to  the  charge  of  sonn.- 
expf'rii'iic*ed  s:i'_'«  anioiiir  this  despisiil  i)«  ople,  wfu-n 
wouiide*]  or  in  s.'kiii.ss.  Tin.  aul  of  the  J(  wish  phy- 
sicians w:\H  not  I  In-  ji  «-!  tairtrly  s<iuL'lit  aftrr,  though 
a  ef'Tieral  Iv^'jif  I'D-vrrlid  anionir  the  Christians,  that 
th»»  J»'wi«h  Kabbins  wi-rpilet'ply  aniuaiiiti-d  with  the 
Ofciilt  '<i*ienci«.  ami  ptrtinilarly  witii  the  c,ihali.«.tical 
art.  whi'^h  hnd  it«  nam'*  ant^  orisrin  in  the  siudu  s  of 
the  saces  of  l.-ra*  I.  .Xrither  did  the  Rabbins  dis<)wn 
such  a'tinainfaiMY'  witli  siipr-rnatural  arts,  which 
addf.Hl  nothini;  dor  what  could  aild  ani/ht  ?)  to  tlu' 


— assun  dly  tin  y  -liouM  be'prcMTVed  U  th^fsitu  w'Ma 
Providiiice  hrith  v^ichsafed  tbein.  And  iiiui  uhoiQ 
the  >ia'/an.n<s  of  T.nulnnd  caii  the  Lion's  Kiiin, 
assurwily  it  were  better  for  me  to  fall  inro  liu  ;i.'.r.ij 
of  a  siron:;  lion  of  Idumea  than  into  bis,  if  li-  M'.ill 
have  pit  as&unnee  of  my  deahn^?  vvitli  his  lT<>".ii(r. 
Whirifon-  I  will  l(i:d  i:ir  to  thy  eoiiiiH.!.  a.M.  :nil 
y«iuih  shall  journey  with  us  un!«^  Vork,  aim  u.;r  I  »»iM 
shall  be  as  a  home  to  him  until  hit>  woun(i<  f'v.'iu  94 
hi-ali  d.  And  if  he  of  tlii'  Lioti  Heart  shall  re!i:r.i  tu 
rlie  land,  as  is  now  noiK-d  abroad,  then  bhn.I  ih.i 


jiatrwl  with  which  their  nation  was  reijardwl,  while  \  Wiifnd  ot  Ivanhoy  be  unto  nir  as  a  wall  of  iif!'t::«v, 


it  diminislu  d  thr*  contempt  with  whieh  that  mal';v,> 
I*»nce  was  minvlwj.  A  J<wish  masieiaii  mi;rht  Iw  tht- 
subjtvt  «»f  e«iuar  abhorn-nc^  with  a  Jewish  iisun»r,  but 
he  could  not  be i  «rjal!y  •b-*«i>i**«'<l.  It  is  ksides pndia- 
ble,  con^idHriri:;  tfu'  w'onderful  cures  they  ore  said  to 


have  performed,  that  the  Jews  possessed  some  w 
rrets  «if  tin-  Iiia'inir  art  pe«Miliar  to  thems«'lves.  and 
whi«'h,  with  tlie  fxehi-.v**  sjnrit  arisin:?  out  of  their 
condition,  th#  y  took  jfrt-at  CHre  to  conceal  from  the 
Ciiristians  aiiioir.'st  w 'lom  they  dw  It. 

Th#»  U-nutifnl  I? ib* ''fa  hail  b'«fn  ht»edfnlly  brought 
lip  in  all  the  knowliil^i'  prorn-r  to  h»'r  nation,  whii-h 
her  apt  and  |»«.»W'  rful  ninifl  had  n-taineil.  arraniml,  !  i 
and  <'n!a»-L:i  d.  in  I'h  c  ••.•.'•-■e  of  a  p^-mlti-ss  bt-yund  hrr 
years,  h^r  «»x.  an/l  even  the  njf  in  winch  she  liviti. 
Her  kiiowli-jL'i-  of  m:d'rini!  and  of  the  hi-tliri:;  art 
had  been  JU'-jiiin-*!  iin«lf r  an  trj^iti  Jrwt-s-*,  the  d.:iu;;h- 
ter  of  one  «»f  rlu  -r  in'».«t  t«|»'brfit.-d  div^fors.  who  lov<  d 
Rebocea  as  h«r  fiwn  ehild.  and  was  h<lie\ed  to  have 
communieatid  i»»  li«.r  "eiTets.  whii  h  had  be^n  left  to 


when  the  kinu's  dispiiasiir*t  hliall  Inirn  hiuh  :«;.'i:t;»t 
thy  fath'-r.  And  if  hediHhnoi  rtii.iii,  tiui- W.:!rid 
may  iiaihilrss  r«.;.:iy  ih  our  i-har:'i  s  when  he  pii-iil 
£!am  tieasuii;  by  ill'-  strt  ii;.'th  of  h.s  s|iear  aihi  vi  h:i 
sword,  even  a*'  he  iiid  yi-Httrdaj  and  ili  s  day  a!*y. 


Kor  the  youth  is  a  piod  youth,  and  ki  «.:.'•  th  tfit- cijr 
which  he  ap;-«i:nt<  th,  ariti  re.-fon  ih  ih;il  wUkU  bt 
borroweth,  and  siiccoup  ih  the  lsra«Iih%  eM-n  -ae 
chdd  of  my  father's  huu.sc,  wh»-n  h«  is  enconi]a?i«ii 
by  ."iroiiif  thii'Vf  s  and  son^^  oi  Htlial.'' 

It  WILIS  not  until  evening;  was  nearly  clo«<.ri  rsat 
Ivanhoe  was  n  stored  to  eon>icit»usnt»'.s  of  bis  ."I'ul- 
'»n.  He  awfiki'  fri'in  a  l-nik*  n  sIi.'ii.Im  r.  i.ni>i  '-•« 
ipfused  ini;»re.«!-ioii'«  which  are  nafiia.ly  a!Mi«i."»i:l 
oil  the  rieii\-ry  from  a  ^tare  <>f  ins?  n^il•liliy.  H*  wsi 
miabli-  for  .■"Hii'-  ^iih'  to  rc«'all  i  xaetly  to  iiitm..ry  ihe 
eircuiiistances  which  had  priMedcd  his  lall  m  lhe:ri*^ 
or  to  nnkeout  any  coinuc»«tJ  chain  of  l!le»\»'l::^ill 
which  lie  harl  bii-n  enirai'ed  upon  iheyisimifiy.  .4 
-  »f  woi.nds  inid  injury,  joiin-d  to  l'h  at  w-.'ai.>j« 


her«#»lf  by  Ih.t  sa-re  faili-T  at  the  piiiuj  inn**,  and  i  ami « xhai.'siioii.  wax  iii:iij!ii1  with  the  n  cMl.«.flKnu< 
under  \\u'  sauit'  riri-iiiFisianecs.  The  late  of  Miriam  ;  bl.iwsde.dt  and  ri-ci'iv^si, ul  sfriii-*  ri.shm.:  i:|>»tiit.avh 
had  inih-ed  bn-n  to  fall  a  s-icnfMie  ro  ih«' f'lnatic.isinof :  otiif-r.  ovirihrowiiiu  ami  o\»i!lirowii-^f  shout*  anil 
the  times;  but  her  S'.creis  had  Htrvivtd  in  her  apt  eia>i|iiii'4of  arms,  :!iid  all  th'-  heady  tumult  of  a  tutt* 
pupil.  |fiis.  d  fi.lii.     An  ifil^rr  to  i!r:tw  a.-'iile  the  ciirta.n  ii< 

Ri'hf'cca.  thus  cn(b>we<|  with  k»fowlcdae  as  with  j  his  cmrh  was  in  sonn-  d-irn-e  suec*  .-slid,  alti.iiugli 
hr-aiitv,  was  iiii;\!-.»-sal«y  revi-nd  u'ld  admire*!  bv  her  !  reinlen  d  didiciili  by  the  i>:itii  of  h:s  wound. 
own  trilw*.  wh«i  almti.-^t  rfL'aniiMJ  h«T  as  one  of  thos<:  ■  'i'o  h!-<  j:;taf  siir:  risi-  h"  found  hiir.M  l!  m  a  roonj 
tnin**!  womiri  im  ntKuicd  m  tin;  ••acr»-.i  lusrory.  Her  '  mnLiniru-i  ntly  furm^ln'i.  but  iinviii;:  c!isl!ioT»«  :n*'»ai 
fathi'r  hitMNiif,  out  of  nverr'ncc  f.»r  hi  r  (alent.s.  which  of  chair*  to  re«r  nimti.  ami  in  oiher  n  spMts  partfikiRg 
inv'ibmfinly  iiruiirl'd  i^•^■lf  with  his  unboun<ied  alPr-  my  imuh  of  l)ricn:al  eosfinm-,  that  be  iH.iran  to  eo'iM 
lion.  ji»'rni:Ti«d  fiu«  mai'itii  a  L'nater  libi  rfy  than  wa*t  wh-iher  he  hml  not,  duriiiy  his  flup.  bein  ircns* 
jsuallv  Midui.;'''d  t  » riio.-c  of  h'-r  s«'.x  by  the  hahi»s  of  j».irtid  back  a:;a'r«.  to  tlic  laiiil  of  Palc.-i:nc.  Tlie.ni- 
her  pi''»pl''.  Biif!  wa««.  as  Wf  havf  iii^r  sicn.  fni|Uiiiily  i  pression  was  :n^n.'i.*^'d.  when,  the  t'lfi^'strv  U'.iii 
giDfifi  by  luToj-nicin.  even  m  n»-«  f'Tem-e  to  his  own.  !  drawn  a!*iile.  a  fi-maic  form.  driss«d  in  a  rcfi  h.<"'i 

IVJteti  jvantiov  n  aciied  the  habiiaiiun  of  Isaac,  he  i  which  partook  mure  of  the  KusiLrn  tueU-  thua  liiaiu 


oHi*.-JtkfBl.j 


Kofope,  ^Medf  tfurougti  t&«r  Aftor  wirieh  it  ooneedad 
ttsd  WH#  followed  bv  a  swarthy  domestic 

As  the  wdunded  knight  was  about  to  address  this 
fair  apparition,  she  imposed  silence  by  piscina  her 
•lefider  finger  upon  her  rub?  lips,  while  the  attendant, 
api>roaching  him.  proceeded  to  uncover  Ivanhoes 
Bide,  and  the  lovely  Jewess  satisfied  lierself  that  the 
bnndage  was  in  its  place,  and  the  wounddoing  well. 
She  performed  her  task  with  a  gracefiil  and  dignified 
SHnplicity  and  modesty,  which  might,  even  in  more 
civilized  days,  have  served  to  redeem  itfrom  what- 
ever might  seem  repugnant  to  female  delicacy.  The 
idea  of  ao  young  and  oeautifnl  a  person  engaged  in 
attendance  on  a  sick-bed,  or  in  dressing  the  wound  of 
one  of  a  different  sex,  was  melted  away  and  lost 
in  that  of  a  beneficent  being  contributing  her  etfec- 
tual  aid  to  relieve  pa'm,  ana  to  avert  the  stroke  of 
death.  R«becca*s  few  and  brief  directions  were  given 
in  the  Hebrew  language  to  the  old  domestic;  and  he 
who  had  been  frequently  her  assistant  in  similar 
cases,  obeyed  them  without  reply. 

The  accents  of  an  unknown  tongue,  however  harsh 
tkey  might  have  sounded  when  uttered  by  another, 
'had,.ppinmg  from  the  beautiAd  Rebecca,  the  roman- 
tic and  pleasing  effect  which  fancy  ascribes  to  the 
charms  pronounced  by  some  benencent  fairy,  unin- 
telligible, indeed,  to  the  ear,  but,  from  the  sweetness 
of  otterance,  and  benignity  of  aspect,  which  aocom- 
paaied  them,  touching  and  afiecting  to  the  heart. 
Without  making  an  attempt  at  further  question,  Ivan- 
bos  soflered  them  in  silence  to  take  the  measures 
ibey  thought  most  proper  for  his  recovery ;  and  it  was 
not  untH  those  were  completed,  aud  this  kind  phy- 
sician about  to  retire,  that  his  curiosity  could  no  longer 
be  suppressed.—"  Grentie  maiden/*  he  began  in  the 
Arabian  tongu&  with  which  his  Eastern  travels  had 
rendered  him  familiar,  and  which  he  tliought  most 
likely  to  be  understood  by  the  turban'd  and  caftan'd 
damsel  who  stood  before  him— -"I  pray  you  gentle 

mtiden,  of  your  courtesy*' 

But  here  he  was  rntemipsed  by  his  fair  physician, 
1  smile  which  she  scarce  could  suppress  dimpling  for 
M  instant  a  face,  whose  general  expression  was  that 
4  contemplative  melancnoly.  "I  am  of  England, 
Sir  Knight^  and  speak  the  English  tongue,  although 
my  dress  and  my  lineage  belong  to  anotner  climate." 
Noble  damsel,"— again  the  Knight  of  Ivanhoe 
b^m;  and  again  Reoacca  hastened  to  interrupt 
hiin. 

''  Bestow  not  on  me,  Sir  Knight,"  she  said,  "  the 
epithet  of  noble.  It  is  well  you  should  speedily  know 
that  your  handmaiden  is  a  poor  Jewess,  the  daughter 
of  that  Isaac  of  Vork,  to  whom  you  were  so.  lately  a 
0ood  and  kmd  lord.  It  well  becomes  him,  and  those 
of  his  household,  to  render  to  you  such  careful  tend- 
anoe  is  your  present  state  necessarily  demands." 

1  know  not  whether  the  fair  Rowena  would  have 
been  altogether  satisfied  with  the  species  of  emotion 
with  which  hbr  devoted  knight  had  hitherto  gazed  on 
the.  beautiful  features,  and  fair  form,  and  lustrous 
eyes  of  the  lovely  Rebecca ;  eyes  whose  brilliancy  was 
«»ded,  and,  as  it  were,  mellowed,  by  the  fringe  of 
ner  long  silken  eyelashes,  and  which  a  minstrel  would 
have  compared  to  the  evening  star  darting  its  rays 
tkrovgh  a  bower  of  jessamine.  But  Iranhoe  was  too 
iSOod  a  Catholic  to  retain  the  same  class  of  feelings 
towards  a  Jomcss.  This  Rebecca  had  foreseen*  and 
for  this  ver>'  purpose  she  had  hastened  to  mention  her 
father's  natue  and  lineage;  yet— for  the  fair  and  wise 
slaughter  of  Isaac  was  not  widiout  a  touch  of  female 
Weakness— she  coidd  not  but  sigh  internally  when 
the  glance  of  respectful  admiration,  not  altogether 
Cnmixtd  with  tenderness,  with  which  Ivanhoe  had 
hitherto  regarded  his  unknown  benefactress,  was 
cxehanged  at  once  for  a  maimer  cold,  composed,  and 
collected,  a;;d  fraught  with  no  deeper  feeling  than 
wht  which  expressed  a  grateful  sense  of  oourtosy 
twdved  from  an  unexpected  quarter,  and  from  one  of 
in  inferior  race.  It  was  not  that  Ivanhoe's  former 
^irriage  expreaaed  more  than  that  general  devotional 
homage  which  youth  always  pays  to  beauty ;  yet  it 
^as  mortifying  that  one  word  should  operate  as  a  spell 
to  remove  poor  Rebecca,  who  could  not  be  suppoised 
Wogether  ignorant  of  her  title  to  auch  homa^M  i&to 


led'dnsy  10  wlmi  it  oodd  aot  be  honotmthlf . 


But  thegentlenesB  and  candour  of  Rebecca's  nature 
imputed  no  fault  to  Ivanhoe  for  sharing  in  the  uni- 
versal prejudices  of  hivage  and  religion.  On  the  con- 
trary the  fair  Jewess,  though  sensible  her  patient  now 
regarded  her  as  one  of  a  race  of  reprobation,  niih 
whom  it  was  disffraoefiil  to  hold  any  beyond  the  most 
necessary  intercoiu-soi  ceased  not  to  pay  the  same  < 
patient  and  devoted  attention  to  his  safety  and  con- 
valescence.' She  informed  him  of  the  necessity  they 
were  under  of  removing  to  York,  and  of  her  father's 
resolution  to  transport  him  tluther,  and  tend  him  in ' 
his  own  house  until  his  health  should  be  restored. 
Ivanhoe  expressed  great  repugnance  to  this  plan, 
which  he  grounded  on  unwiUingness  to  give  farther 
trouble  to  nis  benefactors. 

"  Was  there  not."  he  said,  "  in  Ashby,  or  near  it, 
some  Saxon  iJ-ankHn,or  even  some  wealthy  peasant, 
who  would  endure  the  burden  of  a  wounded  country- 
man's residence  with  him  until  he  should  be  again 
able  to  bear  his  armour'?— Was  there  no  convent  ol 
Saxon  endowment,  where  he  could  be  received  ?— Or 
could  he  not  be  transported  as  far  as  I^urton,  where 
he  was  sure  to  find  hospitality  with  Walthcoff.  the 
At>bott  of  St.  Withold's.  to  whom  he  was  related?" 

"  Any,  the  worst  of  these  harbourages,"  said  Re*/ 
becca,  with  a  melancholy  smile^  '*  would  imauestioD- 
ably  be  more  fitting  for  your  residence  than  tne  abode 
of  a  despised  Jew^  yet,  Sir  Knight,  unless  you  would' 
dii^miss  your  physician,  you  cannot  change  your  lodg- 
ing.   Our  nation,  as  you  well  know,  can  cure  wounds, 
though  we  deal  not  in  infiicting  them ;  and  in  our 
own  family,  in  particular,  are  secrets  which  have  been 
bonded  down  since  the  days  of  Solomon,  and  of, 
which  you  have  already  experienced  the  advantages. 
NpNazarene— I  crave  your  forgiveness.  Sir  Kmghl 
—no  Chrisiian  leech,  within  the  four  seas  of  Britain| 
could  enable  you  to  bear  your  corslet  within  a  month.'* 

'*  And  how  soon  wilt  tfum  enable  me  to  brook  iti"  ' 
said  Ivanhooi  impatiently. 

''Within  eight  davs,  if  thou  wilt  be  patient  and 
conformable  to  my  directions,    replied  Rebecca. 

".  By  Our  Blessed  Lady,"  said  Wilfred,  "if  it  be  not 
a  sin  to  name  her  here,  it  is  no  time  for  me  or  any 
true  knight  to  be  bedridden  ;  and  if  thou  accomplish 
thy  promise,  maiden,  I  will  pay  thee  with  my  casque, 
full  of  crowns,  come  by  them  as  I  may." 

"I  will  accompligh  my  promise,"  said  Rebecca, 
"  and  thou  shalt  bear  thine  armour  on  the  eighth  day 
from  hence,  if  thou  wilt  grant  me  but  one  boon  in  the 
stead  of  the  silver  thou  dost  proipise  me." 

"If  it  be  within  my  power,  and  such  as  a  true, 
Christian  knight  may  >Tcld  to  one  of  thy  people,"' 
replied  Ivanhoe,  "  I  wul  grant  thy  boon  blithely  and 
thankfully." 

"Nay,  answered  Rebecca,  "I  will  but  pray  of  ihee 
to  believe  henceforward  that  a  Jew  may  do  good  ?er» 
vice  to  a  Christian,  without  desiring  other  guerdon, 
than  the  blessing  ot  the  Great  Father  who  made  both. 
Jew  and  Gentile." 

"  It  weni  sin  to  doubt  it,  maiden,"  replied  Ivanhoe  i^ 
"and  I  repose  myself  on  thy  skill  without  further, 
scruple  or  question,  well  trusting  you  will  enable  mo^ 


of  the  lovely  Lady" ,He  siopt,  as  if  unwilling 

to  speak  Rowena's  name  in  the  house  of  a  Jew—"  Of 
her,  I  mean,  who  was  named  Queen  of  the  tourna- 
ment?" 

"  And  who  waa  selected  by  you,  Sir  Knight,  to  hoit^ 
that  dignity,  with  judgnient  which  was'  admired  u$ 
much  as  your  valour,'^  repUed  Rebecca.    ' 

The  blood  which  Ivanhoe  had  lost  did  not  prevent 
a  flush  from  crossing  his  cheek,  f/i^ing  that  he  had 
incautiously  betrayed  his  deep  interest  in  Rowena  b^  ' 
tne  awkward  attempt  he  had  made  to  conceal  it. 

"  It  was  less  of  her  I  would  speak,"  said  he  "  that) 
of  Prince  John ;  and  I  would  lain  know  somewha* 
of  a  faithful  squire,  and  why  he  now  attends  me  not  T 

"  Let  me  use  my  authority  as  a  leech,"  answereC 
Rebecca,  "  and  ^njoin  you  to  keep  silence,  and  avoill 
agitating  leflectiooa,  whilst  I  &{vriz«  you  of  whaf 
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you  d(*?:ro  to  know.  Pnn<*c  John  hnth  hroken  ofTihe 
tonriiaijs  iif,  jiiI'I  >«t  f.irwrini  in  till  li:ij.fi.'  towards 
Yi»r!v.  wiih  f^'.  iimI.»I'.>««,  kniulits  and  cliun-hmon  nf 
his  pirry.  .I't  t  riii|':"Mni;  <!ii?h  sums  as  tiny  coulfl 
wrin.ii,  iy  t:i;r  :ii-:i!is  «»r  lo-d,  from  tl]{i«t'  who  an* 
ej»ti'('rn»>d  ill.'  wrnliliyof  thohmd.  It  issaidlicdesijjnsi 
ti)  a**"*!!!!!'.'  his  l»r«)rii'V;«  rr^iwii." 

".\nt  v.'ilwnt  :i  hinw  siriu^lv  in  its  df'fonrp,"  snjd 
rvan'ii^f.  ri:**!!!!,'  hiin»««'!f  iip'm  lli;*  conch,  ** if  flii-r; 
A't.Ti.'h'i!  o'.if  irii-'  .-w.'ivf't  in  Kjiiiland.  1  will  liu-hi  ft»r 
Kicliard'H  Jrrli.-  wir.'i  the  Ixst  of  thrm -ay,  one  or  iwu, 
II  iii*  ju.-«l  iuarr-.l !" 

**  Bill  III  ti  y.i-i  may  ho  aliji*  ti>di)  so,"  9ivd  KfllK^rra, 
foiK'hinii  hM  "^'lo'iliii-r  with  hiT  hand,  "  vom  must  now 
ob.«i'rvi:  my  «!;rfrii-in«,  an  I  n.'mriin  'iirn'r.'' 

"Tni-,  :nnid«!i,"  said  Ivaiih.v,  "us  iiii:«'t  a*?  thtvr  i 
di.-squu:  'i  r:'n»,s  will  ji,.rmii— Azid  of  Cudric  and  his  | 
hou.-h.iM  ."•  ,  ! 

"  His  s«  war  I  «*ainn  !ml  hriif  whil«  sinoi*,"  "aid  lli'.- ; 
Jewi'ss,  "panfin*^  wi'h  ha*iio,  to  n-^k  my  fafli-rr  fur! 
Certain  minii'v**.  t»i.'  pri'*o  u\'  witol  uw  uniwih  of  Cotl-  '■ 
rics  tlo-Iv-,  and  from  him  I  I'arnrj  mat  t'l-dric  and 
Athtlsiar:.- of  <'uni!U.-hijri,'h  had  l.-fl  l*rin;v  John"?  ■ 
Iod.!m>;  ::i  hij:h  dis,i|(  a<«';ii-,  and  wuro  ahaut  to  si.'l  ' 
forth  on  \h-  ir  ri  mm  homeward." 

"  Wi.nt  any  lady  wiih  th«jm  to  the  banquet?"  said 

"The  LadyRow  na,"  said  Rfhi^ca,  an«*wfrinir  tho  ' 
juration  wiifi  m-in^  pretMsion  ttian  it  had  htvn  a»ki'd 
—"Tin;  f.ady  Row.na  wcnr  imt  toihePrin<v's  ttasr, 
ind,  as  ih'  «f«.'wari  r..';u»rt*'d  to  n-.  .«ilii;  ih  now  on  h«T  , 
ourniy  b  ii-k    to    Hoihi-rw.Mid,   with  hor  srnardian  i 
3e<lric.     .\nd  tonohin.;  yotir  failhfnl  *inirir  (furth" — 

"Hal"  "Xf'laim-d  ilu;  knii^hi,  "kntiwuJ'i  thou  Iji.-i 
namf  ?  -\*,u\  iliou  dii*«l,*'  hf  immtihaf»ly  addt\l,  *'anrl  ' 
Well  ihon  maysf,  fur  ir  was  fnim  ihy  liand,  and.  as  I ' 
am  now  •.■omviii'-'.  d,  from   ihino  own  ji»  n»ro>itv  of 
spirit  liiat  he  ri,'Ci:ivi.d  but  ye>ttjrday  a  nnndn-d  zoc- 
cliiiis."  I 

"  .Spca'i  not  of  ihat."  said  Rd)t'rcn,blu.thin*j:  th'oply; 
"I  ?!.•:  how  la-sy  ii  is  for  thi^  lon;;uu  to  b».!lray  what 
the  hoart  would  :,'Iadly  con«ra!." 

*' IJut  tl.is  piiui  ui   jrolil,"  said  Ivanhor*.  ijravcly, 
*•  my  honour  w  couci.TncJ  in  reiiayniij  it  to  yoiir  J 
faiht-r.'' . 

^  ■*  IaI  it  bo  as  thou   wilt,"  said  Rt-lipcira,  "  wh»»n 
ri£;hi  da.v«  have  passed  away;   hut  think  not,  aiid 
ep^'ak  ncit  now,  ol'  uu^lit  that  may  n-tarJ  thy  reco-  , 
very."  .  i 

"Be  it  ."^o,  k'nd  ma'di.«n,"  said  Ivanhw;  "I  wt^rc 
moat  unuratofiil  to  di5iputL'  thy  comminds.  But  (mi.' 
Mord  of  I'm;  latr-  of  poor  Guriii,  and  1  have  done  with 
qucsiioniui;  th«  ♦*."  I 

"I  gri-rvo  to  ti.il  ihi'r»,  Sir  Kni«j;ht,"  answ^n^d  thn  > 
Jewess,  "that  hi-. is  in  eusti>ilyby  the  onli-r  of  Ccdrio." 
— And  lii.n  u!»si  rvim^  ihi-  disin/ss  which  h«'r  rominu- 
nieation  ;r.'ivo  to  Wilfrid,  she  instan'ly  atld'^i,  "But 
ihe  sieward  Oswald  said,  that  if  nt)thini^  o<-curn.d  to  I 
runtw  hi«  maxtrr'sdi'ipli.af.ure  a:;ainsl  him.  he  was 
Burc  that  t.*"driu  would  nanh)n  (Turtli,  a  faithful  j»«Tf,  '. 
and  om;  wlio  stiKj  1  hii^Ii  in  favour,  and  who  hai]  but 
coiiirmlt./i  lliisrrror  out  of  the  love  wliieh  he  [xiv.  to  ' 
Cedric's  .son.     .Viid  he  said,  mori'over,  that  he  and  his  | 
coinradi'S,  and  esperially  Wamba  the  Ji.-ster,  wi-rc ; 
resolved  to  warn  f  J iirth  to  make  his  e.**e,aTK'.  by  the  way, 
in  case-  C-dric's  ire  against  him  coulu  not  be  niiti- 1 
gated."  .    . 

'•Would  to  Ood  they  may k^ep  tlieirpurpov !"  said  j 
I\-anhoe ;  "but  it  .«e«ms  as  if  I  wj-retlysMned  to  brinj^ 
ruin  on  wiiom.«o';v«'r  Inlh  shown  kindness  to  mr.  j 
Mykine^t'hy  wliomi  was  honouri.-daudt!i^rin^uir>I)e(i,  ! 
tliou  sv'-^l  that  the  brotlu-r  jnost  ind'-htc  d  to  him  !s  i 
raisin:;  hi«  amw  tt>  irrasp  his erown ;  —my  reiianl  hath  ! 
brou^iii  n  >traint  aitd  trouble  on  the  faircttt  of  her  si-x ;  ! 
— and  now  my  faih»  r  in  his  mood  may  slay  this  po«>r  j 
bondsma.i,  but  tor  iiis  h>ve  and  loval  .oerviee  to  me !  -  j 
Thou  si.(  >i,  rnaiilen,  what  an  ill-faled  wretch  thou 
do.Hi  lab.M!r  lo  asrf:Ht ;  be  wise,  and  let  me  iso,  ere  the 


misfortuiit?  whirh    tra<'k  my    fiH>t.«'reps  like  slot- 
iiis,  shall  involve  thee al.<!>o  in  thuir  pursuit." 


liounii 


'  Xav."   said   Uebeec.i,    "thy  weiikn'.ss  and  thy 

j^jrii-f,  Sir  fCni^ht,  make  thoti  misealeulalc  the  pur- 

/w.vt's  at'  Ilvnvvn.    Thou  hast  been  restonti  to  ihy 

0L»untry  wlwn  it  mum  needed  tiic  asBisiaiice  oC  4 


istmnchnnd  and  a  tnie  heart,  aad  thou  hast  hombla 
the  i'r.iio  of  thine  enemies  and  thosi'of  thvkin^,  vdm 
thfir  horn  wa?-  most  liidily  exalted ;  and  fur  tne  evi 
whieh  liioii  hast  susiained.  seeMt  thou  not  dial  Het 
ven  ha«  raised  ihee  a  lielper  and  a  piiv  i^iciun,  «va 
anioni!  thi;  most  di.'.«iiisLdof  the  land  :— ^Thur'-forL  bi 
of  tr))d  eoura.:ri»,  and  trust  that  thou  art  prf.stn-cdibl 
soiii"  marv'.l  wliieli  thine  arm  ahnil  work  iMlbre  ihd 
P«-opl '.  A'.iit.'ii  -and  havins:  taken  ih** im-dscinc  whidi 
I  .>^li'i!l  .■*'.nd  ihrr?  by  the  iiand  uf  Keubeii,  lonipote 
ihysi-lfaL'Tn  to  n.-sr,  that  tiiou  mayht  Ut  liioniurealdl 
lo  »'U(Iiiro  the  journ«'y  on  liie  sucereding  day."' 

Ivanlniu  wits  convinced  by  I  lie  rea-Sijiunz.  ui 
•  jlu'Vid  the  directions,  of  Rebicea.  The  Jraqj^bl 
wlii.rij  Res.'bfn  ad  mini  tiered  was  uf  a  B*.'*iaiiv»j  gad 
inri-iiM'.  qir.'ihiy,  tiiul  «'-iireti  the  patifni  so'in-iaad 
iKuiisturht-l  shimlii-rs.  In  th«'  mcniin^  his  kifulphy- 
sieinn  found  him  eniin.ly  fnefrom  ft  verii<h  sjuipUjQ^ 
and  til  lo  imritrj,"o  the  faiij^ue  ol'a  jouriny. 

H"  was  (!(.iu>.=i!«.d  in  llie  hor-te-liilff  whlili  W 
J^'Mii'Iit  him  from  :hi'  lists,  ami  every  privantioi. 
fnki  II  for  his  ira%c!iiu.:;  witii  eu^..-.  In  one  cmiiO' 
vtau-'.j  only  t.vi-n  tiw  ennvaru'S  of  Rvii'^Tca  noi 
i;:inM'.'  lo  si'-iure  MiHuii.'nt  ailiMiiion  to  me  aa-omn* 
(i  itifiiol'ihe  vvomiMod  knight.  Isaac,  like  the  tnriebei 
tnvell'T  of  JiiviiiiuJ's  lonih  satire,  ha  i  rvir  the  feariif 
rohhery  before  his  eye  s.  conscious  that  he  wiwidb 
alike  ar'coi.nli'd  fair;<ame  by  the  maruuii.iisNurniU 
iioble.and  by  lli'j  Ma.xon  outlaw,  lie  iheMorrjuiB^ 
n'.yi'T  at  a  p;reat  rale,  and  made  r^fiort  liahs,  tai 
sliof  icr  n-f  asfs  ssj  that  licpa.ss«i  by  C'eilnc  and  .ilhd- 
staiie  who  hari  several  hours  the  start  of  hiid,  baf 
w!io  had  bi-en  d'-l.iyti  hv  ili-ir  protnuted  fcasungal 
III"  eonvnt  of  ^^aiiil  W'lihoid's.  Vet  siwh  was  tbi 
xiriii';  t>\  Miruvns  balcam,  or  su«'ii  lise  str.njsib  of 
Iva  ilioi-'s  e.in.^litiiiioii.  that  he  did  not  stidiRinmn 
till-  Jv.irrii'd  journiy  inat  j^ieonvtiiienee  which  hil 
kiiifl  phy-ieiui  liad  appmhendnl. 

In  auo'hi  r  point  oi  view,  howevr,  the  Jew's  bvM 
pr.^vrd  s)mv\vhat  mon;  than  iiood  s;. iv.!.  TlienilH 
(l.ty  with  w.'iich  he  insisti.nl  on  lravelim;r.  bred st vail 
di.">i.<utr8  brtwern  him  and  ihe  u'lrry  whoin  he  hid 
liiivd  to  atPiid  him  as  a  fiuanl.  The*;  aicn  ««• 
■Sa.vous,  aiid  not  Iren  by  any  means  from  ihi*  iiatiuoil 
love  of  ra.«si)  and  ijood  hvln'4  wiiieh  the  -\«in;uii 
fit:i:mr.ii/.'.d  as  la/in es-s  and  ;,'luiionv.  RevfrsBI 
S!i\  Kick's  position,  ihcy  had  a«*.'.  pi»  J  ihe  eniptJf- 
mriii  in  hopj  s  of  fe'ciiiiiy  uLtm  the  weahiiy  J»  w,  tm 
w.  n-  v«Ty  me'di  di>-i'li-a>».l  vvhi!i  liny  loiiini  :win- 
.«.lv.  s  rl.sn:-joi!i!i  d.  by  the  raiidity  wir.i  whieiihe 
iri-isisid  on  tiitir  iriH-ctiiii^?.  Tiny  ri  .ll.»ll^fra:u■^i  abi 
upon  tiujris'vof  damayctoihi'irhtu.'fts  nv  ilkH-laroa 
manh's.  Finally,  iM^re  anise  bitwix:  f<a-ic  andkij 
sateHiu**  a  deadly  IVihI,  comrinim;;  the  «iU"int.iy« 
wini:  and  ah:  lo  bt;  allownl  for  consmnptio.]  at  aadi 
ni'-al.  And  thus  it  happened,  that  w!w-n  liie  alannof 
dnmriT  approaeln-d,  and  thai  whieh  Isaac  frnmlvu 
likely  to  come  upon  him,  he  was  di  scrteil  by  ihtdU' 
comented  mercenaries  on  whose  protL-oiion  heiiad 
reli'.d,  without  usin;;  the  nieaas  iii:.'es»uf)'  lo  stfUR 
tluirattaelimont. 

In  this  deplimible  condition  the  Jew.  with  hisdasBb- 
t^r  and  her  woiindLtl  patient,  were  found  by  Ceiiritai 
has  already  been  notieed,  and  m^tim  aftt.rwaids  ni 
into  ihe  (hiwit  of  Do  Bracy  and  hia  ciuiiitieraM^ 
I.ittle  nuiieo  wasat  first  taken  of  the  horiie-iiTtir.  aoi 
it  nii^ht  have  reinaint^d  behind  b::t  for  the  cunosilfai 
De  Bracy.  who  lotiknl  into  it  under  the  impressMI 
that  it  mli'ht  contain  ihe  obieet  uf  his  enit.rpnse,  fcr 
Rowena  liati  not  unviihil  hersdf.  But  ]Je  kiracfi 
astonishment  was  eon.^uierable,  when  he  (h.vcovcni 
thai  the  liiter  c«mtamcd  a  woiiiukil  man,  who,  coa* 
ct  ivin**  him^  If  to  Unw.  falim  into  thr  power  of  SaxM 
outlaws,  with  whom  hie  name  ml^lit  Ik-  a  !»nv.«iwi 
for  himself  and  his  friends,  frankly  avowed  liuitiidlia 
be  Wilfrrd  of  lvanhoi\ 

The  ideas  of  cluvalrous  honour,  which,  amidst  ba 
wildiiess  and  levity,  nevf  rutierly  uhandomd  De  Bra- 
cy, prohiluted  him  from  iloii^  I'he  kmuht  any  injOT 
in  his  d»  fenee!e.«'s  condition,  and  equally  inieniictM 
his  bt  ii-ayini!  him  lo  Kroni-de-Bieuf  whi/  would  half 
had  no  .Scruples  lo  put  to  dcaih  under  any  cirai«' 
stances,  the  rival  claimant  of  the  fief  of  I\anhiv.  Oj 
the  otUtir  hand,  to  UliQiral)^  iljuMQi:  binned  br  «* 
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Mf  llowena.  as  the^ants  of  the  toirmam^^  ^nd 
Ind^  Wilfred's  previous  banishment  from  his  fa- 
tiler's  house,  had  made  matter  of  notoriety,  was  a 
pitch  far  above  the  flight  of  De  Bracy's  generosity. 
A  middle  course  betwixt  good  and  evil  was  all  which 
he  foniKl  himself  capable  of  adopting,  and  he  com^ 
manded  two  of  his  own  squires  to  keep  dose  by  the 
litter,  and  to  suffer  no  one  to  approach  it.  If  ques- 
tioned, thoy  were  directed  by  their  master  to  say.  that< 
the  em  tty  litter  of  the  Lady  Rowena  was  employed 
to  transport  one  of  their  comrades  who  had  been 
woondca  in  the  scuffle.  On  arriving  at  Torquilstone, 
wlule  the  Knight  Templar  and  the  lord  of  that  castle 
were  each  intent  upon  their  own  schemes,  the  one  on 
Oie  Jew's  treasure,  and  the  other  on  his  daughter,  De 
Bracjr^s  squires  conveyed  Ivanhoe^  still  under  the 
nwneof  a  wounded  comrade,  to  a  distant  apartment. 
Tius  explanation  was  accordingly  returned  bv  these 
men  to  Front-de-BcDuC  when  he  qnestionea  them 
why  they  did  not  make  for  the  battlements  upon  the 
tUrm. 

**  A  wounded  companion !"  he  replied  in  great  wrath 
and  nstonishment  **  No  wonder  tnat  churls  and  yeo- 
men wax  so  presumptuous  as  even  to  lay  leaguer  be- 
t>re  castles,  and  that  clowns  and  swineherds  send 
defiances  to-  nobles,  since  men-at-arms  have  turned 
iick  men's  durses,  and  Free  Companions  are  grown 
keepers  of  dyin;^  folk's  curtains,  when  the  castle  is 
about  to  be  assailed.— To  the  battlements,  ye  loiler- 
injf  Tillalns !"  he  exclaimed,  raising  his  stentorian 
To:ce  till  the  arches  around  rung  again,  "  to  the  bat- 
tlements, or  I  will  splinter  your  bones  with  this  trun- 
cheon !" 

The  men  sulkily  replied,  "that  they  desired  nothing 
better  than  to  go  to  the  battlements,  providing  Front- 
de-B(Buf  would  bear  them  out  with  their  master  who 
kid  commanded  them  to  tend  the  dying  man.'* 

"The  dving  man,  knaves !"  rejoined  the  Baron ;  "I 
promise  tnee  we  shall  all  be  dying  men  an  we  stand 
Mt  To  it  the  more  stoutly.  But  I  will  relieve  the 
ritrd  upon  this  caitifl'  companion  Of  yonrs.— -Here, 
Unnried— hag— fiend  of  a  Saxon  witch— hearesi  me 
not  T— tend  me  this  bedridden  fellow,  since  he  must 
Deetit  he  tended,  whilst  these  knaves  use  their  wea- 
pons.— Here  be  two  arblasts.  cornrades,  with  wind- 
lacsjs  and  ,quarTella*— to  the  barbican  with  yon.  and 
Beeyou dnve  dach  bolt  through  a  Saxon  brain.'* 

The  men,  who,  like  most  of  their  description,  were 
fond  of  enterprise  and  detested  inaction,  went  jovfully 
to  the  scene  of  danger  as  they  were  commandied,  and 
thus  the  char^of  Ivanhoe  was  transferred  toUrfVietl, 
or  Ulrica.  But  she,  whose  brain  was  burning  with 
remembrance  of  injuries  and  with  hopes  of  vengeanpe, 
wta  readily  induced  to  devolve  upon  Rebecca  the 
ciro  of  her  patient. 

CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Ateend  the  wntrh- tower  condor,  valiant  soldier, 
Look  on  Uie  field,  and  My  how  goe*  the  battle. 

ScauXKR's  MmU  vf  OrltMi, 

A  MONKKT  of  peril  is  often^  also  a  moment  of  open- 
hearted  kindness  and  anection.  We  are  thrown  off 
our  guard  by  the  creneral  agitation  of  our  feelings,  and 
betray  the  intensfty  of  thoi^e,  which,  at  more  tranquil 
periodsj  our  prudence  at  least  conceals,  if  it  cannot 
altogether  suppress  them.  In  finding  herself  once 
more  bv  the  side  of  Ivanhoe,  Rebecca  was  astonished 
at  the  teen  sensation  of  pleasure  which  she  experi- 
encwi,  even  at  a  time  when  all  around  them  both  was 
danger,  if  not  despair.  As  she  felt  his  pulse,  and  in- 
quired after  his  health,  there  was  a  softness  in  her 
touch  and  in  her  accents,  implying  a  kinder  interest 
than  she  would  herself  have  been  pleased  to  have 
voluntarily  expressed.  Her  voice  faltered  and  her 
hand  trembled,  and  it  was  only  the  cold  question  of 
Innhoe,  "  Is  it  you,  gentle,  maiden  1"  which  recoiled 
her  to  herself,  and  reminded  her  the  aensadons  which 
ihe  felt  were  not  and  could  not  be  mutual.  A  sigh 
acaped,  but  it  was  scarce  audible ;  and  the  qtiestlons 
which  she  asked  the  knight  concerning  his  state  of 

health  were  put  in  the  tone  oi  calm  friendship.    Ivjan< 

*  The  athtait  wai  a  eroM-bow.  the  wtndlace  tho  machine 
Ind  ht  bendinf  that  wra|>on,  and  the  quarrell,  so  called  from 
•i  «|iiaf«  or  diamond-ahapeil  head,  woe  the  bolt  adapted  to  it 


hoe  atiswered  her  hastSty  that  he  wis,  m  point 
of  healtk  as  well,  and  better  than  he  could  have  ex-' 
pected-^*^ Thanks,**  he  said,  "dear  Rebecca,  to  thr 
helpful  skill.** 

"  He  calls  me  <Uar  Rebecca,"  said  the  maiden  ta 
herself  **  but  it  is  in  the  cold  and  careless  tone  which 
ill  suits  the  word.  His  wnr-horse— his  hunting  hoand,. 
are  dearer  to  him  than  the  despised  Jewess!'* 

"  My  mind,  gentle  maiden,"  continued  Ivanhoe,  "  is 
nKwe  disturbed  by  anxiety,  than  my  body  with  pain. 
From  the  speeches  of  these  men  who  were  my  war- 
ders just  now,  I  learn  that  I  am  a  prisoner,  and,  if  I 
judge  aright  of  the  load  hoarse  voice  which  even  now 
dispatched  them  hence  on  some  military  duty,  I  am 
in  the  castle  of  Pront-de-Bfeuf— If  so,  how  will  ihia 
end,  or  how  can  I  protect  Rowena  and  my  father?" 

"He  names  not  the  Jew  or  Jewess,"  said  Rebecca 
internally ;  "yet  what  is  our  portion  in  him,  and  how 
justly  am  I  punished  by  Heaven  for  letting  mjr 
thoughts  dwell  uptm  him!"  She  hastened  after  this 
brief  self-accusation  to  give  Ivanhoe  what  informa- 
tion she  could ;  but  it  amounted  only  to  this,  ihtfi  tho 
Templar  Bois-tTiiilbert^  and  the  Baron  Front-de-Bceu^ 
were  commanders  within  the  castle;  that  it  was 
beleaguered  from  without,  but  by  whom  she  knew 
not.  She  added  that  there  was  a  Christian  priest 
within  the  castle  who  might  be  possessed  of  more 
information. 

"A  Christian  priest T  said  the  knight,  joyfUlly; 
"fetch  him  thither,  Rebecca,  if  thou  canst— say  a  sick 
man  desires  his  ghosrlv  counsel- sav  what  thou  wilt, 
but  bring  him— something  I  must  do  or  attempt,  but 
how  can  I  determine  untiil  know  how  matters  stand 
without  7" 

Rebecca,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Ivanhoe. 
made  that  attempt  to  bring  Cedric  into  the  wounded 
Knight's  chamber,  which  was  defented  as  we  have 
already  seen  by  the  intetference  of  Urfried,  who  had 
been  also  on  the  watch  to  intercept  tho  supposed 
monk.  Rebecca  retired  to  communicate  to  Ivanhoe 
the  result  of  her  errand. 

They  had  not  much  leisure  to  regret  the  failure  of 
this  source  of  intelligence,  or  to  contriva  by  what 
means  it  might  be  supplied :  for  the  noise  within  the 
castle,  occasioned  by  the  defensive  preparations  which 
had  been  con^ideranle  for  some  tim^  now  increased 
into  tenfold  bustle  and  clamour.  The  heavy,  yet  hasty 
step  of  the  men-at-arms,  traversed  the  bitilements, 
or  resounded  on  the  narrow  and  winding  pas.sagea 
and  stairs  which  fed  to  the  various  barttsans  and 

Koinis  of  defence.  The  voices  of  the  knights  were 
eard,  animating  their  fbllowers,  or  directing  means 
of  defence,  while  their  commands  were  often  drowned, 
in  the  clashing  of  armour,  or  the  clamorous  shouts  of 
those  whom  they  addressed.  Tremendous  as  these, 
sounds  were,  and  yet  more  terrible  from  the  awful 
event  which  they  presaged,  there  was  a  sublimity 
mixed  with  them,  which  Rebecca's  high-toned  mind 
could  feel  even  in  that  moment  of  terror.  Her  eye 
kindled,  although  the  blood  fled  from  her  cheeks  j  and 
there  was  a  strong  mixture  of  fear,  and  of  a  thnlling 
sense  of  the  sublime,  as  she  repeated,  half  whispering 
10  herself,  half  speaking  to  her  companion,  the  sacred 
text,— "The  quiver  fattleth— the  glittering  spear  and 
the  shicld'-the  noise  of  the  captains  and  the  shouiini;!" 

But  Ivanhoe  was  like  the  war-horse  of  that  sublime 
pa.<«sage,  g^on^ng  with  impatience  at  his  inactivity, 
and  with  his  ardent  desjfc  to  mingle  in  the  af&av  of 
which  these  sounds  were  the  introduction.  '*If  I 
could  but  drag  myself,"  he  said,  "  to  yonder  wmdow, 
that  I  might  see  how  this  brave  game  is  likd^o  go — 
If  I  had  out  bow  to  sl^oo'ta  shaft,  or  battle-axe  to 
strike  were  it  but  a  single  blow  for  our  deliveranee !— ' 
It  is  in  vain—it  is  in  vain— I  am  alike  nerveless  and 
weaponless !" 

"Fret  not  thyself  noble  knight,"  answered  Re- 
becca, *'  the  sounds  have  ceased  of  a  sudden— it  mar 
be  they  join  not  battle." 

^  "Thou  knowesl  naught  of  it,'*  said-  Wilfred,  impa 
tiently :  "  this  dead  pause  only  shows  that  the  men 
are  at  their  posts  on  the  walls,  and  expectinf^  an  in* 
stent  attack :  what  we  have  heard  was  but  the  instant 
muttering  or  the  storm— it  will  burst  anon  in  aQ  «tt 
1  fury.— Could  I  but  leach  yonder  window  V*c^"^ 
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"Thou  wilt  biit  injure  thyself  by  the  attempt,  noble 
Itnight,"  replied  his  altendant.  Obaurving  hie  wttreme 
aolicitude,  she  firraly  added,  "I  mvself  will  stand  at 
llie  lattice,  and  describe  to  you  as  I  can  what  (lasaes 
without." 

"  You  must  not— you  shall  not !"  exclaimed  Ivan- 
hoe  :  "  each  lattice,  each  apuriure,  will  beaoonaraaik 
for  the  archers ;  some  random  shaft" 

"  It  shall  be  welcome !"  murmured  Rebecca,  as  with 
firm  pace  she  ascended  two  or  three  steps,  which  led 
to  the  window  of  which  they  spoke. 

"Rebecca,  dear  Rebecca,"  exclaimed  Ivanhoe, 
"  this  is  no  maiden's  pastiind— do  not  expose  thyself 
to  wourids  and  death,  and  render  mc  for  ever  miserable 
for  having  «iven  the  occasion;  at  least,  cover  thyself 
with  yonder  ancient  buckler,  and  show  as  little  of 
your  person  at  the  lattice  as  may  be." 

Followinaf  with  wonderful  promptitude  the  direc- 
tions of  Ivanhoo,  and  availing  herself  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  large  oncient  shield,  which  she  placed 
Mainat  the  lower  part  of  the  window,  Rebecca,  with 
tolerable  fiecurity  to  herself,  could  witnesspari  of  what 
was  passing  without  the  castle,  and  report  to  Ivanhoe 
the  preparations  which  the  assailants  were  making 
for  tne  storm.  Indeed  the  situation  which  she  thus 
oJblained  was  peculiarly  favourable  for  this  purpose, 
because,  beiflg  placed  on  an  angle  of  the  main  build- 
ing, Reoecca  could  not  only  see  what  passed  beyond 
the  precincts  of  the  castle,  but  also  commanded  a 
View  of  the  outwork  likely  lo  be  the  first  ohiccl  of  the 
meditated  assault.  It  was  aii  exterior  fortification  of 
uo  great  height  or  strensjfh,  intended  to  protect  the 
ppstern-gale,  through  whicii  Cedric  had  been  recently 
dismissal  by  Front-do-B.L'uf.  The  castle  moat  divided 
this  species  of  barbican  from  the  rest  of  the  fortress, 
80  that,  in  case  of  its  being  taken^  it  was  easy  to  cut 
off  the  communication  with  the  main  building,  by 
withdrawing  the  temporary  bridge.  In  the  outwork 
was  a  sallyport  corresponding  to  the  postern  of  the 
castle,  and  the  whole  was  •surrounded  by  a  strong 
palisade.  Rebecca  could  observe,  from  the  number  of 
men  placed  for  the  defence  pi  this  post,  that  the 
besieged  enteriaine*!  apprehensions  for  its  safety;  and 
trom  the  mustering  of  the  assailants  in  a  direction 
nearly  opposite  to  the  outwork,  it  seemed  no  less  plain 
that  It  nad  been  selected  as  a  vulnerable  point  of 
attack. 

These  appearances  she  hastily  communicated  to 
IVanhoe,  and  added,  "The  skirta  of  the  wood  seem 
lined  with  archers,  although  only  a  £ew  are  advanced 
from  Its  dark  shadow." 

"  Under  what  banner  ?"  asked  Ivanhoe. 

"Under  no  ensign  of  war  which  I  can  observe," 
answered  Rebecca. 

'*A  fiinis''jW  t^rMvih^'"  muttered  the  knight,"  to 
advLvmit^  ly  storm  f^iich  a  castle  without  pennon  or 
baniitir  dipptiiyt^i  I  —  ^eest  thou  who  they  be  that  act 
as  It^adflrsT" 

*'  A  kinjiht,  cTad  in  anble  armour,  is  the  most  con- 
flpicuou?*/'  sail!  the  Jeness ;  "  he  alone  is  armed  from 
h(^d  TO  U&^\,  add  ^'uma  to  assume  the  direction  of  ail 
aroumt  niin." 

"  What  device  d&es  he  bear  on  his  shield  T'  replied 
ivanhoe, 

"  Someihinff  TPHemhUng  a  bar  of  iron,  and  a  pad- 
lock painl^l  bhie  on  ifie  black  shield."* 

*  The  author  has  been  here  upbraided  with  fklae  horaldrr,  aa 
Having  charged  metal  upon  motaL  ft  ^ho*ihl  be  remembered, 
howerer,  that  heraldry  had  onlrit^  flrtt  nido  orii^"  during  the 
erutadod,  and  that  all  the  minutie  of  iM  rnntastic  science  were 
the  work  ef  time,  and  introduced  at  a  much  later  period.  Those 
who  thi#  otherwim  munt  Mipipse  that  the  Goddesa  of  Amtotr- 
§r$,  like  Che  Goddeu  of  Arrib,  fprunf  mto  the  world  com- 
pletely equipped  in  all  the  gaudy  trappings  of  the  department 
■he  preaides  over. 

In  conrr)boration  of  what  ia  ajMve  ttated,  it  aiay  be  observed, 
that  the  arms,  which  were  asoumed  by  Godfrey  of  Boulogne 
hinciaelf,  after  the  conquest  of  JoruBalem,  waa  a  crom  counter 
patent  cantoned  with  four  little  crosBen  or,  upon  a  Aeld  a7.uro, 
displaying  thui  vietal  upon  metal.  The  heraldt  hare  tried'  to 
explain  this  undeniable  fact  in  different  modes— bat  Feme  gal- 
laoUy  oontendM,  that  a  prince  of  Qodrroy's  qualities  ahould  not 
oe  bound  by  the  ordinary  rules.  Th«>  Scotliiih  Nisbet  and  t«ie 
same  Peiae,  inwist  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Crusade  must  have 
assigned  to  OodfVvy  thia  extraordinary  and  unwonted  coat-of- 
annK,  in  order  Xn  induce  thoae  who  should  behold  them  to  ainke 
inquiries ;  and  honce  to  give  them  Uiename  of  anna  inqtOmtia, 
ma  wiiarerereDce  to  theee  grave  aathoritiea,  it  aeema  uniikalj 


"  A  fetteriock  and  shacklebolt  azuie,"  aaid  Ivan- 
hoe; "I  know  not  who  may  bear  the  device,  but  wefl 
I  ween  it  mi^ht  now  be  mine  own.  Canst  thou  not 
see  tlie  motto  ?"  „         ,    , 

"  Scarce  the  device  itself  at  this  distance,"  repbed 
Rebecca ;  "  but  when  the  sun  glances  fair  upon  hit 
shield,  it  shows  aa  I  tell  you." 

"Seem  there  no  other  leaders?*'  exclaimed  the 
^nxious  inquirer. 

"  None  of  mark  and  distinction  that  I  can  behoki 
from  this  station,"  said  Rebecca;  "but,  doubtleea, 
the  other  side  oi  the  castle  is  also  assailed.  Th^ 
appear  even  now  preparing  to  advance — God  of  Zion, 
protect  ua  l—What  a  dreadful  sight!— Those  who  ad- 
vance first  be^r  hui?e  shields  and  dfiiinces  made  of 
plank  J  the  others  follow,  bending  their  bowa  as  ih«y 
come  on.— They  raiso  their  bows !— God  of  Moses,  £ok- 
give  the  creatures  thou  hast  made  !'* 

Her  description  was  hero  suddenly  intemiptfd  by 
the  signal  for  assault,  which  was  given  by  the  bbat 
of  a  shrill  bugle,  and  at  once  answerwi  by  a  flouhsil 
of  the  Norman  trumpets  from  the  batderoents,  which 
mingled  with  the  deep  and  hollow  clank  of  the 
nakers,  (a  species  of  keiile-drum,)  retorted  in  notes  of 
defiance  the  challenge  of  the  enemy.  The  ehoutjs  of 
both  parlies  auj;inented  the  fearful  din.  the  assailants 
crying  "  Saint  George  for  merry  Eni^land !"  and  the 
Normans  answering  them  with  loud  cries  of  "fin 
atant  D«  Bracy  l—Bcau-seant  I  Beau-^oani  !— 
J^VotU-de-Btruf  S  la  rtscousBc  f  according  U>  the 
war-cries  of  tlieir  difTerent  commanuers. 

It  was  not,  however,  by  clamour  that  the  cont^t 
was  to  be  decidod,  and  the  desperate  efforts  of  the 
assailants  were  met  by  an  equally  vigorous  defence 
on  the  part  of  the  besieged.  The  archers,  trained  by 
their  woodland  pastimes  to  the  most  effective  ase  ci 
the  lon^  bow,  shot,  to  use  the  appropriate  phrase 
of  the  time,  so  "wholly  together."  that  no  Doiot  at 
which  a  delender  could  show  the  least  part  of  his  per- 
son, escaped  their  cloth-yard  shafts.  By  this  bAvy 
discharge,  which  continued  as  thick  and  shai^  as 
hail,  while,  notwithstanding,  every  hi  row  had  its  indi- 
vidual aim,  and  fiew  by  scores  together,  against  each 
embrasure  and  opening  in  the  parapets,  as  well  as  at 
every  window  where  a  defender  either  occasionatly 
had  post,  or  might  be  suspected  to  be  stationed,7-by 
this  sustained  discharge,  two  or  three  of  the  garrison 
ware  slain,  and  several  others  wounded.  But,  confi- 
dent in  their  armour  of  proof,  and  in  the  cover  which 
their  situation  aflorded,  the  foUowerB  of  ,Front-de- 
BnBuf  and  his  allies,  showed  an  obeiinasy  in  defence 
proportioned  to  the  fury  of  the  attack,  and  replied  with 
the  discharge  of  their  large  cross-bows,  as  wefl  aa 
with  their  long  bows,  sUngs,  and  oilier  n>issile  wea- 
pons, to  the  close  and  continued  shower  of  arrows  j 
and,  as  the  assailants  were  necessarily  but  indifler> 
ently  protected,  did  considerably  more  damage  than 
they  receivetl  at  their  hand.  The  whizriug  of  sfaafis 
and  of  missiles,  on  botli  sides  was  only  interrupted  by 
the  shonts  which  arose  when  either  side  indicted  oi 
sustained  some  notable  loss. 

"_  And  I  must  lie  here  like  a  bedridden  monk,"  ex 
claimed  Ivanhoe,  "  while  the  game  that  gives  mefiw* 
dom  or  death  is  played  out  by  the  hand  of  others!— 
Look  from  the  window  once  again,  kind  maiden,  but 
beware  that  you  are  not  marked  by  the  archers  be- 
neath—Look out  once  more,  and  tell  me  if  they  yet 
advance  to  the  storm.'* 

With  patient  courage,  strengthened  by  the  interval 
which  she  had  employed  in  mental  devotion,  Rebeeca 
again  took  post  al  the  lattice,  sheltering  hersrif  how- 
ever, so  as  not  to  be  visible  from  beneath. 

"  What  dost  thou  see,  Rebecca  V  again  demanded 
the  wounded  knisrht. 

"Nothing  but  tlie  cloud  of  arrows  flying  so  thick  aa 
to  dazzle  mine  eyes,  and  to  hide  the  bowmen  who 
shoot  them." 

"That  cannot  endure,"  said  Ivanhoe;  "if  thfiy 
that  the  assembled  princes  of  Europe  should  haiTe  adjudisM  tD 
Godfrey  a  ooat  armorial  so  mnch  contrary  to  tlie  jreoeral  n)«,  if 
8uch  rule  had  then  existed ;  at  any  rate,  it  prm'ea  that  metal  luoa 
metal,  now  accounted  a  solecisra  in  heraldry,  waa  admittMw 
other  cases  similar  to  that  in  tlie  text.  §^e  Feme's  Blum  oT 
Qentrie,  n.  988.    Edition  15W.   Nub6t*s  Bwaldry^  voL  i.  p.  ilk 
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press  n<n  right  owto  carry  tne  castje  hf  pnre  force  of 
Arms,  the  archery  may  avail  but  liiile  ag^ainst  stone 

?a]ta  and  bulwarks.     Look  for  the  Knui^t  of  the 
etterlock,  fak  Rebecca,  and  see  how  he  bears  him- 
aelf :  for  as  the  lender  is,  so  will  his  followers  be." 
1  see  him  not."  said  Rebecca. 

"Fojil  craven!**  exclaimed  Ivanhoe;  "does  he 
blench  firora  the  helm  when  the  wind  blows  highest  V* 

•*  He  blenches  not !  he  blenches  not  f  said  Rebecca, 
*'  I  see  him  now ;  he  leads  a  body  of  men  close  under 
the  outer  barrier  of  the  barbican.*— They  pull  down 
(he pUes  and  palisades ;  they  hew  down  the  barriers' 
tnth  ajies^-  His  high  black  plume  floats  abroad  over 
ihe  thfong,  like  a  raven  over  the  field  of  the  slain.— 
They  have  made  a  breach  in  the  barriers— they  rush 
in— ihey  art  thrust  back  .'—Pront-de-Boeuf  heads  the 
defenders;  I  see  his  gigantic^  form  above  the  press. 
They  thnMig  again  to  the  breach,  and  the  pass  is  dis- 
pDted  hand  to  hand,  and  man  to  man.  Qoa  of  Jacob ! 
It  1%  the  meeting  oi  two  fierce  tides— the  conflict  of 
two  oceans  moved  by  adverse  winds  !'* 

She  turned  her  head  from  the  lattice,  as  if  unable 
lon^r  to  endure  a  sight  so  terrible. 

"Look  forth  again,  Rebeccar"  said  ,Ivanhoe,  mis- 
taking the  cauie  of  her  redring ;  "  the  archery  must 
in  some  degree  have  ceased,  since  they  are  now  fight- 
ing hand  to  hand.— Look  again,  there  is  now  less 
danger." 

Reoecca  again  looked  forth,  and  almost  imme- 
diately exclaimed,  "  Holy  prophets  of  the  law !  Prt>nt- 
de-Bceuf  and  the  Black  Knight  fight  hand  to  hand  on 
be  breach,  amid  the  roar  of  thnr  followers,  who 
watch  the  progress  of  the  strife — Heaven  strike  vrith 
the  cause  of  the  oppressed  and  of  the  captive  f*  She 
then  uttered  a  loud  shriek,  and  exclaimed,  "  He  is 
down !— he  is  down !" 

"Who  is  down?"  cried  Ivanhoe;  "for  our  dear 
Lady's  sake,  tell  me  which  has  f^len  T 

t'The  Black  Knight,"  answered  Rebecca,  faintly  j 
than  instantly  again  shouted  with  joyful  eagerness 
^  But  no— but  no  I— the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
be  blessed !— he  iaon  foot  again,  and  fights  as  if  there 
were  twenty  men^s  strength  in  his  single  arm— His 
sword  is  broken— he  snatches  an  axe  from  a  yeoman 
—he  presses  Front-de-Bceuf  with  blow  on  blow— The 
giant  stoops  and  totters  like  an  oak  under  the  steel  of 
«ne  woodmafi— he  falls— he  falls !" 

"Pront-do-BcBuf1"  exclaimed  Ivanhoe. , 

** Pront-de-BcBuf T*  answered  the  Jew^sj  "his 
jnen  rush  to  the  rescue,  headed  by  the  h«ighty 
Templar— their  united  force  compels  tne  champion  to 
oause— They  drag  Front-de-Bceuf  within  the  walls." 

"  The  assailants  have  won  the  barriers,  have  they 
noti"  said  Ivanhoe. 

"Tliey  havQ— thfey  have!"  exclaimed   Rebecca— 

and  they  press  the  besieged  hard  upon  the  outer 
'Wall ;  some  plant  ladders,  some  swarm  Uke  bees,  and 
endeavour  to  ascend  upon  the  shoulders  of  each 
other— down  go  stones,  beams,  «nd  tmnks  of  trees 
npon  their  heads,  and  as  f^t  as  they  bear  the  wounded 
to  the  rear,  fresh  men  stipply  their  places  in  the 
assault— Great  God  ?  hast  thou  g^ven  men  thine  own 
nnaoe,  that  ir  should  be  thus  cruelly  defaced  by  the 
buds  of  their  brethren !" 

.  Think  not  of  that,"  said  Ivanhoe;  "this  Is  no 
time  for  such  thoughts— Who  yield?— who  push  their 

*^The  ladders  are  thrown  down,"  replied  Rebecca, 
stroddering :  "  the  soldiers  lie  grovelling  under  them 
uke  crushed  reptiles— The  besieged  have  the  better." 
J    Saint  George  strike  fur  us  !*'  exclaimed  the  knight; 

do  the  false  yeomen  give  wav?" 

"No!"  exclaimed  Rebecca,  '*  they  bear  themselvefl 
right  yeomanly— the  Black  knight  approaches  the 
postern  with  his  huge  axe— the  thundering  blows 
which  he  deals,  you  may  hear  them  above  all  the  din 
•nd  shouts  of  the  battle— Stones  and  beams  are 
nailed  down  on   the  bokl    champion— he  regards 

*  Kvery  Oothie  ea«tl«  and  citr  had,  berond  tha  outaf -walla,  a 
joruAcatio*  oompoMd  of  paliaadea,  caO*^  the  tNirriari,  wtikh 
**!«  <f^  lh«  aoeiM  of  aevaro  tkiralahaa,  at  Uim»  nraat  necea* 
•yuy  be  carrM  lierora  tha  walla  tbrnnaalTni  cdold  be  approaeh* 
M.  Many  of  thoae  valiant  feata  of  amia  which  adorn  tha  chi* 
21'out  pa^aa  off^oiaaart  U>ok  pUraat  tha  bArricn  of  t)a^^gad 
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[  them  no  man  tnvn  If  Utef  %rert  lhlMleMdo#ft  tor 

ffeatherer* 

"  By  Samt  John  of  A«rs,'  said  Ivanho&  raism^ 
himself  joyfully  oti  his  conch,  "methought  there 
was  but  one  man  in  England  that  might  do  such  a 
deed!" 

"  The  postern  gate  shakes,**  continoed  Rebsecat 
"  it  emshes^it  is  spnntened  bf  his  Mowe— they  m^ 
in— the  outwork  is  won— Oh,  GJod !— they  htm  the 
defenders  from  the  batdements— they  throw  thsm 
into  the  moat— O  men,  if  ye  be  indeed  men,  «pa» 
them  that  can  resist  no  longer!" 

"The  bridge— the  bridge  which  communicates 
with  the  castle— have  they  won  that  pass?"  exf 
claimed  Ivanhoe. 

"  No,"  replied  Rebecca,  "  The  Templar  has  de- 
stroyed the  plank  on  which  they  eroased— few  of  the 
defenders  escaped  with  him  mto  the  castle— the 
shrieks  and  cries  which  you  hear  tell  the  fate  of  the 
others— Alas  !-^I  see  it  is  stHl  more  difficult  to  look 
upon  victory  than  upon  battle." 

"What  do  they  now,  maiden T*  said  Ivanhoe i 
**  look  forth  yet  again— this  is  no  time  to  fiunt  aC 
bloodshed." 

"  It  is  over  for  the  time,"  answered  Rebecca ;  "  oua 
friends  strengthen  themselves  wkhin  the  outwork 
which  they  have  mastered,  and  it  al^Trds  them  so 
^ood  a  shelter  from  the  foemen's  shot,  that  the  garw 
rison  only  bestow  a  few  bolts  on  it  from  interval  to 
interval,  ss  if  rather  to  disquiet  than  efl^tuaUy  to 
injure  them." 

^*Our  friends,"  said  Wilfred,  "will  sorely  m^ 
abandon  an  enterprise  so  gloriously  besun  and  so 
happily  attained.— O  no !  I  will  put  my  faith  in  the 

good  knight  whose  axe  hath  rent  hean-of-oak  and 
ars  of  iron— Singular,"  he  again  muttered  to  him* 
self,  "  if  there  be  two  who  can  do  a  deed  of  enoh 
derring-do  /*— a  fetterlock,  and  a  shackleboU  on  a 
field  sable— what  may  that  mean  ?— seest  diou  naught 
else,  Rebecca,  by  which  the  Black  Knight  may  be 
distinguished  ?" 

^Nothing,"  said  the  Jewess;  "all  abopt  him  ii 
black  as  the  wing  of  the  night  raven.  Nothing  oaa 
I  spy  chat  can  mark  him  iiirther— but  having  once 
seen  him  put  forth  hi^  strength  in  battle,  methinks  1 
could  know  him  again  among  a  thotieaad  warriora 
He  rushes  to  the  fray  as  if  he  were  summoned  to  e 
banquet.  There  is  more  than  mere  srTeng:tb,  there 
seems  as  if  the  whole  soul  and  spirit  of  the  champion 
were  pven  to  every  blow  which  he  deals  tqx»n  his 
enemies.  God  assoilzie  him  of  the  sin  of  bkxxishedl 
—it  is  fearful,  yet  magnificent,  to  behold  how  the 
arm  and  heart  of  one  man  can  triumph  over  haiV' 
dreds."  , 

"Rebecca,"  said  Ivanhoe,  "thou  hast  painted  a 
hero ;  surely  they  rest  but  to  refresh  their  force,  or  to 
provide  the  means  of  crossing  the  moat— Under  suoh 
a  leader  as  thou  hast  spoken  this  knight  to  be,  there 
are  no  craven  fears,  no  cold-blooded  delays,  no  yiek^ 
ing  up  a  gnllant  emprize ;  since  the  difficulties  which 
render  it  arduous  render  it  also  gbrious.  I  swear  by 
the  honour  of  my  house— I  vow  by  the  name  of  my 
bright  lady-love,  1  would  endure  ten  years'  capfrvity 
to  fight  one  day  by  that  good  knight^  aide  in  such  a 
quarrel  as  this  r* 

"  Alas,"  said  Rebecca,  leaving  her  station  at  tha 
^ndow,  and  approaching  the  couch  of  the  wounued 
knight  "  this  impatient  jreaming  after  action— this 
stniggling  with  and  repining  at  your  present  weak- 
ness, will  not  fail  to  injure  your  returning  health** 
How  couldst  thou  hope  to  inflict  woundsion  others, 
ere  that  be  healed  which  thou  thyaelf  hast  re 
ceivedT' 

"Rebecoe,"  he  replied,  "thou  knowest  not  how 
impossible  it  is  for  one  trained  to  actions  of  chivalry 
to  remain  passive  as  a  priest,  or  a  wometvwhen  thev 
are  acting  deeds  of  honour  around  him.  The  love  ef 
hatde  is  tne  food  upon  whmh  we  live— the  dust  of  the 
mdit  is  the  breath  of  oin'  nostrils !  We  live  •lot'-ite 
vrisb  not  to  live— longer  than  while  we  aru  victonoas 
and  renowned-*Such,  maiden,  are  the  laws  of  da- 
valry  to  which  we  are  sworn,  and  to  whieh  we  yBkt 
all  that  we  hold  dear." 
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**A\nB?*  said  ^  fait  Jewesii»  *^and  what  is  it, 
valiant  knight,  save  an  offering  of  sacrifice  to  a 
demon  of  vain  stbry,  and  a  paasinji  through  the  fire 
to  Moloch  1— VVhat  remains  to  you  as  the  prize  of 
ill  the  blood  you  have  spilled— of  all  the  travniJ  and 
pain  you  have  endured— «f  all  the  tears  which  your 
deeds  have  caused,  when  death  hath  brok«n  the 
«trong  man's  spear,  and  ovataken  the  speed  of  his 
war-horse  7" 

"What  remains 7"  cried  Ivanhoe;  "Glory,  maid- 
en,  gfbry  I  which  gilds  our  'sepulchre  and  embalms 
our  name." 

"  Glory  ?"  continued  Rebecca ;  "  alas,  is  the  nisted 
Brail  which  hangs  as  a  hatchment  over  the  cham- 
pion's dim  and  mouldering  tomb— is  the  defect 
sculpture  of  the  inscnution  which  tJie  ignorant  monk 
osn  hardly  read,  to  the  inquiring  pilgrim— are  the«3 
stfficient  rewards  for  the  sacrifice  of  every  kindly 
tfl^tion^  for  a  life  speni  miserably  that  ye  may  make 
others  miserable  7  Or  is  there  such  virtue  in  the  rude 
Byrnes  of  a  wandering  bard,  that  domestic  love, 
Idndly  affection,  peace  and  happiness,  are  so  wildly 
bartered,  to  become  the  hero  of  those  ballade  which 
vagabond  minstrels  sing  to  drunken  churls  over  their 
evening  ale 7" 

"  By  the  soul  of  Hereward !"  replied  the  knight 
impaueotlv,  "thou  speakest,  mcuden.  of  thou  know- 
est  not  what.  Thou  woiildst  quench  the  pure  light 
of  chivalry,  which  alone  distinguishes  the  noble  from 
the  base,  the  gentle  knight  from  the  churl  and  the 
savage:  which  rales  our  life  far,  far  beneath  tlie 
pttch  of  our  honour  j  raises  us  victorious  over  pain, 
tsil,  Siid  sufiering,  and  teaches  us  to  fear  no  evil  but 
disgrace.  Thou  art  no  Christian,  Rebecca ;  and  to 
thee  arc  unknown  those  high  fceliniM  which  swtll 
the  bosom  of  a  noble  maiden  when  ner  lover  haih 
done  some  deed  of  emprize  which  sanctiuns  his 
flame.  Chivalry ! — why,  maiden,  she  is  the  nurse  of 
pure  and  high  afiectioa— the  stay  of  the  oppressed, 
the  redrcsser  of  grievances,  the  curb  of  the  power  of 
the  tyrant— Nobility  were  but  an  empty  name  with- 
out her,  and  liberty  finds  the  best  protection  m  her 
lance  and  her  sword." 

"I  am,  indeed,"  sakHleheccn,  "sprung  from  a  race 
whose  courage  was  distinguished  m  the  defence  of 
their  own  land,  but  who  warred  not,  even  while  yet 
a  nation,  save  at  the  command  of  the  Deity,  or  in 
defendmg  their  country  from  oppression.  The  sound 
of ,  the  trumpet  wakes  Judah  no  longer,  and  her  de- 
spised children  are  now  but  the  unresisting  victims 
of  hostile  and  militar/oporession.  Well  hast  thou 
spoken.  Sir  Knight,— until  the  God  of  Jacob  shall 
fsise  up  for  his  chosen  people  a  second  Gideon,  or  a 
new  Maccabeus,  it  ill  besermeth  the  Jewish  damsel 
to  tneak  of  battle  or  of  war." 

Tne  high-minded  maiden  concluded  the  argument 
m  B  tone  of  sorrow,  wliich  deeply  expressed  her  sense 
of  the  degradation  of  her  people,  embi  tiered  perhaps 
by  the  idea  that  Ivanhoe  considered  her  as  one  not 
entitled  to  interfere  in  a  case  of  honour,  and  incapa- 
ble of  entertaining  or  expressing  sentiments- of  ho- 
nour and  generosity. 

**How  little  he  knows  this  bosom,"  she  saki,  "  to 
imagine  that  cowardice  or  meanness  of  soul  must 
needs  be  its  guests,  because  I  have  censured  the  fan- 
tastic chivalry  of  the  Nazarenes !  Would  to  heaven 
that  the  shedding  of  mine  own  blood,  drop  by  drop, 
could  redeem  the  captivity  of  Judah !  Nay,  would  to 
God  it  could  avail  to  set  free  my  father,  and  this  his 
benefactor,  from  the  chains  of  the  oppressor !  The 
proad  Christian  should  then  see  whether  the  daugh- 
ter of  Grod's  chosen  people  dared  not  to  die  as  bravely 
as  the  vainest  Nazarene  maiden,  that  boasts  her 
descent  fron*  some  petty  chieftain  of  the  rude  and 
frozen  north  f" 

She  then  looked  towards  the  coucli  of  the  wounded 
knight. 

"  He  sleeps,"  she  said ;  "  nature  exhausted  by  suf- 
leranci>  and  the  waste  of  spirits,  his  wearied  frapie 
*  embraces  the  first  moment  of  temporary  relaxation 
to  sink  into  slumber.  Alas !  is  It  a  crime  that  I  should 
'ook  upon  him,  when  it  may  be  lor  the  last  time 7-- 
When  yet  but  a  short  space,  and  thoM  fiur  featincs 
«ill  be  no  longer  nnimai^  by  the  hold  and  buoyant 


spirit  which  forsakes  them  not  evenin  sleep ! — Whea 
the  nostril  shall  be  distended,  the  mouth  apape,  tfie 
eyes  fixed  and  bloodshot :  and  when  the  proijd  and 
noble  knight  may  be  trodden  on  by  the  lowest  caitifl 
of  this  accursed  castle,  yet  stir  not  when  the  bee*  is 
lifted  up  against  him!— And  my  father!— oh,  my 
father!  evil. is  it  with  his  daughter,  when  his  gray 
hairs  are  not  remembered  because  of  the  golden  locks 
of  youth  !— What  know  I  but  that  these  evils  are  the 
nieeaengers  of  Jehovah's  wrath  (o  the  unnattirs] 
child,  who  thinks  of  a  stranj^er's  captivit)-  b<'fore  a 
parent's  7  who  forgets  the  desolation  of  Judah,  and 
looks  upon  the  comeliness  of  a  Gentile  and  a  stran- 
ger 7— but  I  will  tear  this  folly  ftx»m  my  heart,  thougb 
every  fibre  bleed  as  I  rend  it  awo^ !" 

She  wrapped  herself  closely  in  her  veil,  and  sal 
down  at  a  distance  from  the  couch  of  the  wounded 
knight,  with  her  back  turned  towards  it,  fortil>ioft 
or  endeavouring  to  fortil^'  her  niind,  not  only  against 
the  impending  evils  from  without,  but  also  against 
those  treacherous  feehngS  which  assailed  her  froia 
within. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Apnr«Mieli  the  oltamber,  look  upon  his  bed. 

Hu  i>i  the  pa«$in«  of  no  ponoeful  eltott. 

Which,  c  the  lark  nrnes  to  (he  Mijr, 

'Mid  niMri)ing'«  «wecteat  brot^.e  and  aofteft  d«w, 

U  winp'd  to  heaven  by  good  otoo'*  iigtM  SAd  tcan  t«- 

AfiKlm  piirt^  otherwiae. 

Otf  Ptor. 

DuiuNO  the  interval  of  quiet  which  followed  the 
first  success  of  the  besiegers,  while  the  one  party  was 
preparing  to  pursue  their  advantage,  and  the  oiner  to 
strengthen  their  means  of  defence,  the  Templar  ana 
De  Bracy  held  brief  council  together  in  the  hall  of  the 

"  Where  is  Pront-de-BcBuf  7*'  said  the  latter,  wbe 
had  superintended  tlie  defence  of  the  fortress  on  ^e 
other  side ;  "  men  say  he  hath  been  slam." 

"  He  lives,"  said  the  Templar,  coolly,  "lives  as  yet; 
but  had  he  worn  the  bull's  head  of  which  he  bean 
the  name,  and  ten  plates  of  iron  to  fence  it  withaX 
he  must  have  gone  down  before  yonder  fatal  axe. 
Vet  a  few  hours,  and  Front-de-Bofjuf  is  witli  his  fil- 
th ers— a  ppwerful  limb  lopped  off  Prince  John's  en- 
terprise.'* % 

'*  And  a  brave  addition  to  the  kingdom  of  Salan,*" 
said  De  Bracy;  "this  comes  of  reviling  aainia  and 
angels,  and  oracring  images  of  holy  things  and  hcJtj 
men  to  be  flung  down  on  the  heads  of  these  raacaiHie 
yeomen." 

"  Go  to— thou  art  a  fool,"  «aid  the  Templar  i  "fhf 
superstition  is  upon  a  level  H-ith  Front-de-BceuTs  want 
of  faith ;  neither  of  you  can  render  a  reason  for  your 
belief  or  unbelief."  * 

"  Benedicite,  Sir  Templar,'*  rqjlied  De  Bracy,  "I 
pray  you  to  keep  better  rule  with  your  tongue  wEen  I 
am  the  thenie  of  it.  By  the  Mother  of  Ueavcn,  I  am 
a  better  Christian  man  than  thou  and  thy  fellowship; 
for  the  bruit  goeth  shrewly  out,  that  the  njo&t  holy 
Order  of  the  teinplcof  Zion  nurseih  not  a  few  here- 
tics within  its  bosom,  and  that  Sir  Brian  de  Bois- 
Guilbert  is  of  the  number." 

"  Care  not  thou  for  such  reports,"  said  the  Templir  j 
"but  let  us  think  of  niakiofi' good  the  castle.— How 
fought  these  villain  yeomen  on  thy  side?" 

"Xike  fiends  incarnate,"  said  De  Bracy,  "They 
swarmed  close  up  the  walls,  headed,  as  1  ihinL  w 
the  knave  who  won  the  prize  at  the  archery,  tori 
knew  his  horn  and  baldric.  And  this  is  old  Fitzurte's 
boasted  policy,  encouraging  these  malapert  knaves  to 
rebel  against  us  1  Had  I  not  been  armed  in  prooC  the 
villain  had  marked  me  down  seven  times  with js 
Utile  remorse  as  if  I  had  been  a  buck  in  season.  He 
told  every  rivet  on  my  armour  with  a  cloth-yard  shaft, 
that  rapped  against  my  ribs  with  as  little  compunction 
as  if  my  bones  had  been  of  iron— But  that  I  wore* 
shirt  of  Spanish  mail  under  my  plate-coat,  I  had  been 
fair]  V  sped." 

"  But  vou  mamtalned  your  post  T  said  the  Tem- 
plar.   "  We  lost  the  outwork  on  our  part. 

"That  is  a  shrewd  toss,"  said  De  Bracy;  "ths 
knaves  will  find  cover  thete  to  assaufi  the  castls 
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yqgnardad  corner  of  a  (oiwor,  or  some  IbrKotten  win- 
dow, and  so  break  in  upon  ua.  Our  numbers  are  too 
few  for  th«  defence  of  every  point,  and  the  men  com- 
p|«in  tbat  they  cafi  nowhere  show  theras^Tes,  but 
they  aro  the  mark  for  as  many  arrows  as  a  parishr 
butt  oti  a  bolyday  even.  Fnmt-de-Bceuf  is  dving  too, 
■0  %VB  shall  receive  no  more  aid  Ixom  his  bull'  9  nead  and 
bntal  strength.  How  think  you,  Sir  Brian,  were  we 
not  better  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  compound 
with  the  ruffues  by  deliverine  up  our  prisoners  f 

"How?**  exclaimed  the  Templar ;  "deliver  up  our 
prisoners,  and  stand  an  object  alike  of  ridicule  and 
execrati<ni,  as  the  doughty  warriors  who  dared  by  a 
night^aitack  to  possess  themselves  of  the  persons  of 
a  party  of  defenceless  travellers,  yet  could  not  make 
raod  a  8tronj<  castle  against  a  vagabond  troop  of  out- 
laws^ lod.  bv  swineheras,  jesters,  and  the  very  refuse 
of  mankind  7 — Shame  on  thy  counsel,  Maurice  de 
Bcaey  1— The  rwns  of  this  castle  shall  bury  both  my 
body  and  my  shame,  ere  I  consent  to  such  base  and 
dishonourable  composition." 

**  Let  ua  to  the  walls,  then,"  said  De  Bracy,  care- 
lessly :  '"  that  man  never  breathed,  be  he  Tiirk  or 
Templac;  who  held  life  at  lighter  rate  than  I  do.  Eut 
1  trust  there  is  no  dishonour  in  wishing  I  had  here 
some  two  scores  of  my  gallant  troop  of  Free  Com- 
panions 1 — Oh,  my  brave  lances!  if  ye  knew  but  how 
hard  vour  captain  were  this  day  bested,  how  soon 
should  I  see  my  banner  at  the  head  of  your  clump  of 
spears  t  And  how  «hort  while  would  these  rabble  vil- 
lains stand  to  endure  yotir  encounter!" 
"  Wi»h  for  whom  thou  wilt,"  said  the  Templar, 
but  let  us  make  what  defence  we  can  with  the  sol- 
diers who  remain— They  are  chiefly  Front-de-Boeuf's 
followers,  hated  by  the  EInglish  jbr  a  thousand  acts 
of  insolence  and  oppression." 

"The  better^"  said  De  Bracy;  "  the  rug^  slaves 
will  defend  themselves  to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood, 
ere  they  encounter  the  revenge  of  the  peasants  with- 
out Let  ua  up  and  be  doing,  then,  Brian  de  Bois- 
Gufibert ;  and^  live  or  di«^  thou  shalt  see  Maurice  De 
Bracy  bear  himself  this  day  as  a  gentleman  of  blood 
■nd  Lineage." 

"To  the  walls f  answered  the  Templar;  and  they 
both  Mcended  the  battlements  to  do  all, that  skifl 
could  dictate^  and  manhood  accomplish,  in  defence 
U  the  place*  They  readily  agreed  that  the  point  of 
greatest  danger  was  that  opposite  to  the  outwork  of 
which  the  assailante  had  possessed  themselves.  The 
caatiei  indeed,  was  divid^  from  Uiat  barbican  by  the 
moat,  and  it  was  impossible  that  the  besiegers  could. 
Bssail  the  postern-door,  with  which  the  outwork  cor- 
fe^poodedi  without  surmounting  that  obstacle;  but 
It  wa»  the  opinion  bpth  of  the  Templar  and  De  Bracy, 
that  the  besiegers,  if  governed  by  the  same  policy 
their  leader  had  already  displayed,  would  endeavour, 
by  a  ibrfkiidable  assault,  to  o^wthe  chief  part  of  the 
defenders'  observation  to  this  point,  and  takemea- 
Wen  to  avail  themselves  of  every  negligence  which 
iDi^t  take  place  in  the  defence  elsewhere.  To  guard 
u^aiost  aucn  an  evil,  their  numbers  only  permitted  the 
uughta  to  place  sentinels  fron)  snace  to  space  along 
the  walls  in  communication  with  each  other,  who 
^Sbt  give  the  alarm  whenever  danger  was  threat- 
ened. Afean  while,  they  agreed  that  De  Bracv  should 
epmmand  the  defence  at  the  postern,  and  the  Tem- 
plar ahould  keep  with  him  a  score  of^  men  or  there- 
tbouts  af  a  body  of  reserve  ready  to  hasten  to  onv 
^Jhsr  pomt  which  might  be  suddenly  threatened. 
The  k>ss  of  the  barbican  had  also  this  un(brtunate 
^Bect,  that,  notwithstanding  the  superior  height  of 
^  castle  walla,  the  beseiged  could  not  see  from 
them,  with  the  same  precision  as  before,  the  opera- 


approached  so  near  the  sallyport  ofme  outwork,  that 
the  assailants  might  introduce  into  it  whatever  force 
*he?  thought  proper,  not  only  under  cover  but  even 
Without  the  kna\%'lodge  of  the  defenders.  Utterly  un- 
jortain,  therefore,  upon  what  point  the  storm  was  to 
**^mu  De  Bracy  and  his  companion  were  under  ^ 
necessity  of  providing  against  every  possible  contuj- 
Kjjjg.  and  ineir  followers,  however  brave^  experi- 
*im  the  anxious  dejection  of  mnd  incident  u>  men 
Vol.  ni     2F 
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choosing  their  time  and  mode  of  aftack. 

Mean  whiles  tho  lord  of  the  beleaguered  and  ei<dan- 
gered  castle  lay  upon  a  bed  of  bodily  pain  and  mental 
agony.  He  had  not  the  usual  resource  of  bigots  io 
that  superstitious  period,  most  of  whom  were  wont 
to  atone  for  the  crimes  thty  were  guilty  of  by  liberality 
to  the  church,  stupifying  Sy  this  means  their  terrors 
by  the  idea  of  atonement  and  forgiveness;  and  al«> 
though  therefugt  which  success  thus  purchased,  was 
no  more  like  to  the  peace  of  mind  which  follows  on  . 
sincere  repentance,  than  the  turbid  stupefaction  pro- 
cured, by  opium  resembles  healthy  and  natural  slum* 
hers,  it  was  still  a  state  of  mind  preferable  to  the  ago- 
nies of  awakened  remorse.  But  among  the  vices  of 
Front-dc-Boeuf,  a  hard  and  griping  man,  avarice  was 
predominant ; .  and  he  prefem^  cutting  cliurch  and 
churchmen  at  defiance,  to  purchasing  from  them  par* 
don  and  absolution  at  the  price  of  treasure  and  of 
manors:  Nor  did  the  Templar,  an  infidel  of  another 
stamp,  iustly  characterize  his  associate,  when  he  »Bia 
Fro nt-Je-BoBuf  could  assign  no  cause  for  his  unbelief 
and  contempt  fur  the  established  faith ;  for  the  Baron 
would  have  alleged  that  ilie  -Church  sold  her  ware* 
too  dear,  that  the  sr>iritual  freedom  which  she  put  up 
to  sale  was  only  to  be  bought  like  that  of  jLhe  chief 
captain  of  Jerusalem,  "  with  a  great  sum,  V  and  Front* 
de-BoBuf  prefijrred  denymg  the  virtue  of  the  medicinCi 
to  paying  the  expense  of  ilie  physician. 

But  the  moment  had  now  arrived  when  earth  and 
all  his  treasures  were  gliding  from  before  his  eyes^ 
and  when  the  savage  Baron's  heart,  though  hard  af 
a  nether  millstone,  pecame  appalled  as  he  gazed  for* 
ward  into  the  waste  darkness  of  futurity.  The  fever 
of  his  body  aided  the  impatience  and  agony  of  hia 
mind,  and  his  death-bed  exhibited  a  mixture  of  tb« 
newly  awakened  feelings  of  horror,  combating  witii 
tlie  fixed  and  inveterate  obstinacy  of  his  disposition; 
—a  fearful  state  of  mind,  only  to  he  equalled  in  thoM 
tremendous  regions,  where  there  ace  complaints  with- 
out hope,  remorse  without  repentance,  a  dreadful 
sense  of  present  ag9ny,  and  a  presentiment  that  i^ 
cannot  cease  or  be  dinunishod  1 

"Where  be  these  dog-priests  now," growled  the 
BaroU)  "  who  set  such  price  on  their  ghostly  mum- 
mery— where  be  aUjhose  unshod  Carmelites,  for 
whom  old  Froni-de-BoQuf  founded  the  convent  of  St. 
Anne,  robbing  his  heir  of  many  a  fair  rood  of  meadow, 
and  many  a  fat  field  and  close— where  be  the  greedy 
hounds  now?— Swilling,,!  warrant  me,  at  the  ale,  or 
playing  their  juggling  tricks  at  tlie  bedside  of  some 
miserly  churL--5ie,,  the  heir  of  their  founder— me, 
whom  their  foundation  binds  tliem  to  pray  fo^-me— 
ungrateful  villains  as  they  are !— they  suffer  to  die  like 
the  houseless  dog  on  yonder  common,  unshriven  and 
unhouseled !— TeS  the  Templar  to  come  hither— he  is 
a  priest,  and  may  do  sometliing— But  no !— as  well 
confess  myself  to  the  devil  as  to  Brian  de  Bois-Guil- 
bert,  who  recks  neither  of  heaven  nor  of  hell.—:!  have 
heard  old  men  talk  of  prayer— prayer. by  their  own 
voice— such  need  not  to  court  or  to  bribe  the  false 
priest— But  I— 1  dare  not!" 

"Lives  Reginald  Front^de-Bceuf,"  said  a  broken 
and  shrill  voice  close  by  his  bedsides  "  to  say  there  is 
that  which  he  dares  not !" 

The  evil  conscience  and  the  shaken  nerves  of  Front- 
de-Bceuf  heard,  in  this  strange  interruption  to  his  soli- 
loquy, the  voice  of  one  of  those  demons,  who.  as  the 
superstition  of  the  tiroes  beheved,  beset  the  beds  of 
dying  men,  to  distract  their  thoughts,  and  turn  them 
from  the  meditations  which  conceinod  their  eternal 
welfare.  He  shuddered  and  drew  himself  together; 
but,  instantly  summoning  up  his  wonted  resolution, 
he  exclaimed,  "Who  is  there?— what  art  thou,  that 


of  the  enemy;  for  some  strangling  underwood   dprest  to  echo  my  words  in  a  tone  like  that  of  the 


night-raven  ?--Come  before  my  couch  that  I  mav  see 
thJe." 

"  I  am  thine  evil  angel,  Reginald  Front-de-B(su4'' 
replied  the  voice. 

"  Let  me  behold  .tj^oe  then  m  thy  bodily  shape,  ix 
thou  be' St  indeed  a. fiend,"  rephed  (he  dying  knight ; 
"  think  not  that  I  will  blench  from  thee.— By  the  eter- 

t  dungeon,  could  I  but  grapple  with  these  horror* 
t  hover  rouod  me^  as  I  have  done  with  nKM'taL  dan- 
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gert,  heaven  or  bell  should  netor  My  that  1  rfirook 
worn  the  conflict  l" 

**  Thmk  on  thy  sins,  Reginald  Pront-de-Boenf;"  said 
the  almost  unearthly  voice,  "  on  rebeihon,  on  rapine, 
6n  murder !— Who  stirred  up  the  licentioas  John  to 
war  against  hts  jgray-headed  fethei^-agoinst  his 
generous  brother  V^ 

"  Be  thou  fiend,  priest,  or  devil,**  replied  FroM-de- 
Bteuf,  **  thou  lipst  in  thy  throat !— Not  I  stirred  John 
to  rebellion— not  I  alone— there  wer^  fifty  knights  and 
barons,  the  flower  of  the  midland  counties—better 
men  never  laid  lance  in  rest— And  must  I  answer  for 
the  fault  done  by  fifty?— False  fiend,  I  defy  thee  I 
Depart,  and  haunt  my  couch  no  more—let  me  die  in 
Peace  if  thou  be  mortal— if  thou  be  a  demon,  thy  rime 
]»  not  yet  come." 

**ln  peace  thou  shalt  not  dia"  repeated  the  voire  j 
"even  m  death  shah  thou  think  on  thy  murders— on 
th^groans  which  this  castle  has  echoed— on  the  blood 
that  is  engrained  in  its  floors !"  • 

**Thou  canst  not  shake  me  by  thy  petty  malice," 
answered  Front-de-B(eu£  with  a  f|[nastly  and  con> 

Strained  laiigb.  "  The  inndel  Jew— it  was  merit  with 
eaven  to  deal  with  hihi  as  I  did,  else  wherefore  are 
tnen  canonized  who  dip  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 
Saracens  ?— The  Saxon  porkers,  whom  I  have  slain, 
Oicy  were  the  foes  of  my  country,  and  of  my  lineage, 
and  of  my  liege  lord.— Ho !  ho !  tnoa  seest  there  is  no 
crevioe  in  my  coat  of  plate— Art  thou  fled  1— art  thou 
Wencedr* 

"No,  foul  parricide!"  replied  the  voice:  "think  of 
thy  fkther !— think  of  his  death  I— think  of  his  banouet- 
iDom  flooded  with  his  gore,  and  that  poured  forth  by 
the  hand  of  a  son  f 

**  Ha !"  answered  the  Baron,  after  a  long  pause, 
••an  thou  knowest  that,  thou  art  indeed  the  author  of 
tevil,  and  as  omniscient  as  the  monks  call  thee !— That 
aecret  I  deemed  locked  in  my  own  breast,  and  in  that 
of  one  besides— the  temptress,  the  partaker  of  mv 
goilt— Go,  leave  me,  fiend !  and  seek  the  Saxon  witch 
Ulrica,  who  alone  could  tell  thee  what  she  and  I  alone 
Witnessed.— Gk),  I  say.  to  her,  who  washed  the 
wounds,  and  straighted  the  corpse,  and  gave  to  the 
alain  man  the  outward  show  ot  one  parted  in  time 
and  in  the  course  of  nature— <5o  to  her  she  was  my 
temptress,  the  foul  provoker,  the  more  foul  rcwarder. 
of  the  deed— let  her.  as  well  as  I,  taste  of  the  tortiu-es 
which  anticipate  hell  J" 

**She  already  tastes  them,"  said  Ulrica,  stepping 
before  the  couch  of  Front-de-Bopuf;  "she  hath  long 
drunken  of  this  cup,  and  its  bitterness  is  now  sweet- 
ened to  see  that  thou  dost  partake  it.— Grind  not  thy 
leeth,  Front-de-BcBuf— roll  not  thine  eyes— clench  not 
thy  hand,  nor  shake  it  at  me  with  that  gesture  of  me- 
nace!—The  hand  which,  like  that  of  thy  renowned 
ancestor,  who  gained  thy  name,  «ould  have  broken 
with  one  stroke  the  skull  of  a  mountain-bull,  is  now 
imnenred  and  powerless  as  mine  own !" 

•*Vile  murderous  hag!"  replied  Front-de-Bceuf : 
"detestable  screech-owl!  it  is  then  thou  who  art 
come  to  exalt  over  the  nnna  thou  hast  assisted  to 
lay  low?" 

"**  Ay,  Reginald  Front-de-Bceufl"  answered  she,  "it 
IS  Ulrica  I— it  is  the  daughter  of  the  murdered  Torquil 
WpUjganger  I— it  is  the  sister  of  his  slaughtered  sons ! 
—it  18  she  who  demands  of  thee,  and  of  thy  father's 
house,  father  and  kindred,  name  and  fiime— all  that 
ahe  has  lost  by  the  name  of  Front'de-Bceuf !— Think 
of  my  Mrrongs,  Front-de-Bo5u^  and  answer  me  if  I 
apeak  not  truth.  Thou  hast  been  my  evil  angel,  and 
I  win  be  thine— I  will  dog  thee  till  the  very  instant  of 
dissolution  I" 

"  Detestable  fbryl**  cxdai'med  Pront-de-Bcpu^  "that 
moment  shalt  thou  never  witness— Ho !  Giles,  Cle- 
ment, and  F^ustace!  Saint  Waur.  and  Stephen !  seisse 
this  damned  witch,  and  hurl  her  wom  the  battlements 
jbeadlonjy;— shehas  betrayed  us  to  the  Saxon  I— Ho  ! 
Saint  Maur!  Clement  1  talae-baarted  knaves,  where 
tarry  ye?" 

"  Call  on  them  af<ain,  valiant  Baron,"  said  the  hag, 
with  a  smile  of  gnsly  mockery ;  "  summon  thy  vas- 
aals  around  thee,  doom  them  U)at loiter  to  the  scourge 
and  the  dungeon— But  know,  mighty  chief;"  sheeon- 
landdanlrebangiaffhartoiMi^thoushakhava 
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mda,"  for  tba  din 


—Listen  to  these  horrid  aoonda,"  ibr  tba  din  oTS 
recommenced  assault  and  defence  now  nmg  fearfeOy 
loud  from  the  bati lements  of  the  castle ;  "  in  that  wt^ 
cry  is  the  downfall  of  thy  hoas»-^he  biood^oesMDisd 
fabric  of  Front-do-B^uf  •»  power  toilers  to  tbe  fiiui^ 
darion,  and  before  the  Ibea  he  most  despised  I— Ths 
Saxon,  R^^nald !— the  leomcd  Saxon  asedls  thy 
walls!— Why  liest  thou  here,  like  a  wom-oot  famt 
when  the  Saxon  storms  thy  place  of  strength  T 

"  Gods  and  fiends !"  exclaimed  the  wounded  knip^t; 
"  O,  for  one  moment's  strength,  to  drag  myself  to  the 
mll^e,  and  perish  as  becomes  my  name  I" 

"" Think  not  of  it,  valiant  warrior!"  replied  she; 
"  thou  shalt  die  no  soldier's  death,  but  perbh  like  the 
fox  in  his  den,  when  the  peasants  have  set  fira  to  lbs 
cover  around  it." 

"Hateful  hag!  thou  best!"  exclaimed  Fraot-de- 
Bceuf;  "my  followers  bear  them  bravdy— my  walli 
are  strong  and  high— my  comrades  in  arms  fear  not  a 
whole  host  of  Saxons,  were  they  headed  by  Hengiat 
and  Horsa!— The  war-cry  of  the  Templar  and  of  dis 
Free  Companions  rises  high  over  the  conflict!  And 
by  mine  honour,  when  we  aindfte  the  blaxing  beacon, 
for  joy  of  our  defence,  it  shall  consume  three,  body 
and  bones ;  and  I  shall  live  to  hear  thou  art  gcKM 
from  earthly  fires  to  those  of  that  hell  whtcta  nesv 
sent  forth  an  incarnate  fiend  more  utterly  dtabolicaJ  f 

"Hold  thy  belief,"  replied  Ulrica,  "till  the  pmoi 
reach  thee— But,  no !"  she  said,  intermptiiiK  bcmj 
"  thou  shall  know,  even  now,  the  doom,  whkh  tfl 
thy  power,  strength,  and  courage,  is  unable  to  avoid, 
though  it  is  prepared  for  thee  by  this  feeble  hand. 
Markest  thou  the  smouMering  and  eufibeatiiig  vapour 
which  already  eddies  in  sable  fokis  throiwfa  ths 
chamberl— Didpt  thou  think  it  was  but  the  daikeii- 
ing  of  thy  bursting  eyes— the  difficulty  of  thy  earn- 
bered  breathing?— No!  Front-de-Bceufj  there  is  an- 
other cause— Remembereat  thou  the  magazine  of  fiaJ 
that  is  stored  beneath  these  apartments?" 

"  Woman !"  he  exdairoed  with  fury,  "  thou  hast 
not  set  fire  to  it  ?— By  heavea  thou  hast,  and  Un 
castle  is  in  flames  1" 

"  They  are  fast  rising  at  least,"  said  Ulrica,  widi 
frightful  oompoeure ;  "  and  a  signal  shall  aoon  wave 
to  warn  the  besiegers  to  press  naid  upon  thoa^  wbo 
would  extinguish  them.— Farewell,  Front-de-BcBitf ! 
—May  Mista,  Skogula,  and  Zemeback,  ga4s  of  d» 
andent  Saxons— ftends,  as  the  priests  now  call  then 
—supply  the  place  of  comforters  at  your  djring  be4 
which  Ulrica  now  relinquishes !— But  know,  if  if  wfli 

§ive  thee  comfort  to  know  it,  that  Ulrica  ia  bound  » 
\e  same  dark  coast  with  thyself;  the  oompanioa  af 
thy  punishment  as  the  companion  of  thy  gudc— And 
now,  parricide,  farewell  for  ever  J— May  each  sioae  of 
this  vaulted  roof  find  a  tongue  to  echo  that  title  into 
thine  ear  I" 

So  saying;  she  left  the  aparttnent ;  and  FVoiM-d*- 
BcBuf  could  hear  the  crash  of  the  ponderous  key.  ai 
she  locked  and  double-locked  the  door  behind  her, 
thus  cutting  off  the  most  slender  chance  of  esoapa 
In  the  extremity  of  agony  he  shouted  imon  bis  ser- 
vants and  allies—"  Stephen  and  Saint  ifam-!— (^ 
ment  and  Giles !— I  bum  here  unaided !— To  thereseoa 
—to  the  rescue^  brave  Bois-Guiibert,  vaiiantDte Braey! 
—It  is  Front -de-BoBuf  who  calls!— It  is  your  master, 
ye  traitor  squires  I— Your  ally— your  brother  in  af«ii 
ye  perjured  and  faithless  knights  1— all  theeorsesdae 
to  traitors  upon  your  recreant  heads,  do  yoa  abanden 
me  to  perish  thus  misotibly  J— They  hefa  me  not— 
they  cannot  hear  me— my  voice  is  lost  in  the  din  of 
battle.— The  smoke  rolls  thicker  and  thickei^tbefin 
has  caught  upon  the  floor  below— O,  for  one  dnogkt 
of  the  air  of  heaven,  were  it  to  be  purchased, ^yia- 
stant  annihilation !"  And  in  the  mad  frenzy  or  6t- 
a)air,  the  wretch  now  shonted  with  the  shoutaof  the 
fighiers,  now  muttered  curses  on  hnnseli  on  niaa- 
kind.  and  on  Heaven  itself.—"  Tlie  red  fire  flashtf 
through  the  thick  smoke  T*  he  exclaimed ;"  the  de- 
mon marches  against  me  under  the  banner  o(  hm 
own  element— Foul  spirit,  avoid  1— I  go  not  with  thee 
without  my  comrades  —all,  all  are  ihtne,  that  garri- 
son these  walls— Thinkesi  thou  Fronc-de-Bontf  wdl 
be  siaglad  out  to  ^  a^i««  ;^^^o— the  inMelTsiifhr 
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-the  tkentiom  De  Bracy^Ulrida,  the  ibulfnm  dering 
strumpet— the  men  who  aided  my  enterpriaeeT-tnie 
JoK  Saxons  and  accursed  Jews,  who  are  my  prison- 
er*—aM,  all  shall  attend  me— a  goodly  fellowship  as 
ever  took  the  downward  road— Ha,  ha,  ha  P'  a  ad  be 
laujifhed  in  his  frenzy  till  the  vaulted  roof  rang  dgam. 
'*Who  laughed  there  7"  exclaimed  Front-de-lwnf, 
to  altered  mood,  for  the  noise  of  the  contlict  did  not 
prevent  the  echoes  of  his  own  mad  laughter  from 
returning?  upon  his  ear— "who  laughed  there?— Ul- 
rica, was  it  thou  1— Speak,  witch,  and  1  forgive  thee 
—for,  only  thou  or  the  fiend  of  hell  himself  could  have 

lattzhed  at  such  a  moment    Avauni— avaunir 

But  it  were  impious  to  trace  any  farther  the  picture 
of  the  blasphemer  .jid  parricide's  death-bed. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Onoe  more  unto  th»)  breach,  dear  friend*,  onoe  mora, 
OreUtw^  the  wall  up  with  our  EngliriU  auad. 

And  you,  good  yeomen, 

Who«e  limbs  were  made  in  England,  thowtMhera 
Tli(»  mftttie  of  jrniir  pajiiur«-lci  us  swear 
Tliat  jrou  are  worUi  ;our  breedmg. 

Ktng  Henry  V. 

Cinaic,  although  not  greatly  confident  in  Uhica's 
messa^,  omitted  T4>t  to  cornniunicate  her  promise  to 
the  Black  Knight  and  Locksley.  They  were  well 
pleased  to  find  they  had  a  fhend  within  the  place, 
who  might,  in  the  moment  of  need,  be  able  to  facili- 
tate their  entrance,  and  readily  a^eed  with  the 
Saxon  that  a  storm,  under  whatever  disadvantages, 
ought  to  be  attempted,  as  the  only  means  of  liberaung 
Uie  prisoners  now  in  the  hands  of  the  cruel  Fronl-de- 
Bceuf. 

"The  royal  blood  of  Alfred  is  endangered,"  said 
Cedric. 

*'The  honour  of  a  noble  lady  is  in  peril,"  said  the 
Blick  Knight. 

"And,  by  the  Saint  Christopher  at  my  baldric," 

•aid  the  good  yeoman,  "  were  there  no  other  cause 

than  the  safety  of  that  poor  faithlul  knava  Wamba, 

I    I  would  jeopakl  a  joint  ere  a  hair  of  his  head  were 

j    fcurt." 

'       "  And  so  would  I."  said  the  Friar;  "  what,  sirs!  I 

I    ta»t  well  that  a  fool— I  mean,  d'ye  see  me,  sirs,  a  fool 

that  is  free  of  his  guild  and  master  of  his  crafi,  and 

!    can  give  as  much  relish  and  flavour  to  a  cup  of  wine 

I    89  ever  a  flitch  of  bacon  can— I  say,  brethren,  such  a 

fool  shall  never  want  a  wise  clerk  to  pray  for  or  fight 

tor  him  at  a  strait,  while  I  can  say  a  mass  or  flouiuih 

t  partisan." 

And  with  that  he  made  his  heavy  halberd  to  play 
tround  bia  head  as  a  shepherd  boynotirisheshiaught 
crook. 

"True,  Holy  Clerk  "  said  the  Black  Knight,  "true 
M  if  Saint  Dunstau  himself  had  said  it.— And  now, 
Bjod  Locksley,  were  it  not  well  that  noble  Cedric 
shoald  assume  the  direction  of  this  assault  1" 

"  Not  a  jot  I,"  returned  Cedric ;  *'  I  have  never  oecn 
^ont  to  study  either  how  to  take  or  how  to  hold  out 
{hoee  abodes  of  tyrannic  power,  which  the  Normans 
"sve  erected  in  this  groaning  land.  I  will  fight 
^ong  the  foremost ;  but  my  honest  neighbours  well 
know  I  am  not  a  trained  soldier  in  the  discipline  of 
•"•re,  or  the  attack  of  strongholds." 
-  Since  it  stands  thus  wih  noble  Cedric,"  said 
v^ockaley.  **I  am  most  willing  to  take  on  me  the<li- 
V'oction  Of  the  archery ;  and  ye  shall  hang  me  up  on 
"■^yown  trysting-tree,  an  the  defenders  be  pemntted 
to  show  themselves  over  the  walls  without  being 
•tuck  with  as  many  shafts  as  there  are  cloves  in  a 
B^JMnon  of  bacon  at  Christmas." 
P  Well  said,  stout  yeoman,"  answered  the  Black 
r^jeht ; "  and  if  i  be  thought  worthy  to  have  a  charge 
"1  uese  matters,  and  can  find  among  these  brave  men 
u  mamr  as  arr.  willing  to  follow  a  true  English  knight, 
■JTso  fmay  surely  caJl  myself^  I  am  ready,  with  such 
\  will  as  my  experience  has  taught  me,  to  lead  them  to 
»«  Jtiack  of  these  walls." 

The  parts  being  thus  distributed  to  the  leaders,  they 
oonunenc^  the  nrst  assault,  of  which  the  reader  has 
Sr^  ^'eard  the  issue. 

When  the  barbican  was  carried,  the  Sable  Knight 
"^oouceoi  the  happy  event  to  T«ockfiler,  requesting 
HE 


him  at  the  same  timei  to  keep  such  a  strict  obaewa^ 
,tion  on  the  castle  as  might  prevent  the  defenders  from 
combining  llieir  force  for  a  sudden  sally,  and  recover* 
ing  the  outwork  which  they  had  lost.  Tliis  the  knight 
was  chiefly  deeirous  of  avoiding,  conscious  thai  tho 
mon  whom  he  led,  being  hasty  and  untrained  volim* 


disadvantage 

knijghts,  who  were  well  provided  with  arms  both  de- 
fensive and  offensive  j  and  who,  to  match  the  zeal 
and  high  ^irit  of  tho  besiegers^  had  all  the  confidence 
which  aristis  from  perfect  discipline  and  the  habitual 
use  of  weapons. 

The  kni^hi  employed  the  interval, in  causing  to  be 
constructed  a  sort  of  floating  bndge,'or  lon^  raft,  by 
means  of  which  he  hoped  to  cross  the  moat  m  desbite 
of  the  resistance  of  the  ent my.  This  was  a  worK  of 
some  time,  which  the  leaders  the  less  regretted,  as  it 
«ave  Ulfica  leisure  to  execute  her  plan  of  diversion  in 
inoir  favour,  whatever  that  migiu  be. 

When  the  raft  was  completed,  the  Black. Knight 
addressed  the  besiegers  .—  It  avails  not  waiting  here 
longer,  my  friends;  the  sun  is  descending  to  the  west 
—and  I  have  that  upon  njy  hands  which  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  tarry  with  you  another  day.  Besides,  it 
wdl  be  a  marvel  if  the  horsemen  come  not  upon  ua 
from  York,  unless  we  speedily  accomplish  our  pur- 
pose. Wherefore,  one  oi  ye  go  to  Locksley,  and  bid 
him  commence  a  discharge  oi  arrows  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  castle,  and  move  forward  as  if  about  to  as- 
sault it ;  and  you,  true  English  hearts  stand  by  me, 
and  be  ready  to  thrust  the  raft  endlong  over  the  moat  ' 
whenever  the  postern  on  our  side  is  thrown  open. 
Follow  me  boldly  across,  and  nid  me  to  burst  yon 
sallyport  in  the  main  wall  of  the  castle.  As  many  of 
you  as  like  not  this  service,  or  are  but  ill  armed  to 
meet  it^  do  you  man  the  top  of  the  outwork,  draw  your 
bowstrings  to  your  ears,  and  mind  you  quell  with 
your  shot  whatever  shall  appear  to  man  the  rampart 
—Noble  Cedric,  wilt  thou  lake  the  direction  of  those 
which  remain  ? ' 

**  Not  so,  by  the  soul  of  Ilereward !"  said  the 
Saxon  5  *'  lead  1  cannot  i  but  may  posterity  curse  me 
in  my  grave,  if  I  follow  not  with  the  foremost  wher- 
ever thou  shall  point  the  way— The  quarrel  is  mincj 
and  well  it  becomes  me  lobe  m  the  van  of  the  battle." 

'*  Vfei.  bethink  thee,  noble  Saxon,"  said  the  knight, 
"thou  hast  neither  hauberk,  nor  corslet  nor  aught 
but  that  light  hehnel,  target,  and  sword. 

"The  better!"  answered  Cedric;  *' I  shall  he  the 
Ughter  to  climb  these  walls.  And,— forgive  the  boast, 
Su-  Knight,— thou  shah  this  day  see  the  naked  breast 
of  a  Saxon  as  boldly  present^  to  the  battle  as  evtc 
ye  beheld  the  steel  corset  of  a  Norman." 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  then,"  said  the  knight;  "fling 
open  the  door,  and  launch  the  floating  bridge. 

The  .portal,  which  led  from  the  inner-wall  of  ^he 
barbican  to  toe  moat,  and  which  corresponded  with 
a  sallyport  in  the  main  wall  of  the  casUe,  was  now 
suddenly  opened;  the  temporary  bridge  was  llien 
thrust  forward,  and  soon  flaeheu  in  the  waters,  ex* 
tending  its  length  between  tlie  castle  and  outwork, 
and  forming  a  slippery  and  precarious  paasage  for  two 
men  abreast  to  cross  the  moat.  Well  aware  of  ^he 
importance  of  taking  the  foe  by  surprise,  the  Black 
Knight,  closely  followed  by  Cedric,  threw  hunself 
rpon  the  bridge,  and  reached  the  opposite  side.  Here 
he  began  to  thunder  with  his  axe  upon  the  gate  of  the 
castle,  protected  in  pari  from  the  snot  and  stones  cast 
by  the  defenders  by  the  ruins  of  the  former  draw- 
bridge which  the  Templar  had  demolished  inhis  re- 
treat from  the  barbican,  leaving  the  counterpoise  still 
atuched  to  the  upper  pan  of  the  portaL  The  follow- 
ers of  the  knight  had  no  such  shelter:  two  were  in- 
stantly shot  with  cross-bow  bolts,  ana  two  more  fell 
into  the  moat ;  the  otheu  retreated  back  into  the  bar- 
bican. 

The  situation  of  Cedric  and  of  the  Black  Knight 
was  now  truly  dangerous,  and  would  have  been  aUU 
more  oo,  but  for  the  constancy  of  the  archers  in  the 
barbican,  who  ceased  not  to  shower  their  arrows  upon 
the  batilemems,  distracting  the  attention  of  those  br 
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to  thetr  two  diiefs  froni  the  stonn  of  misnlea  which 
must  olhorwise  have  ovf  rwhrlinwl  thi?iii.  Hut  their 
filuitinri  vv::$  eniirKjntly  ponluus,  and  was  bccuniin^ 
nion-  n»  with  cvL-ry  rnwimnL 

".ShniiiH  tin  y»^  al! I''  crivd  De  Rracy  to  thr  soldiers 
.ir»)i:nd  hiiii ;  "(Id  w  rail  yourp«'Iv'.'8  <TO»s-luiwiiuti, 
and  li.'t  ih( !*p  two  Hojs  kt-ip  tluir  sfntiun  und<r  ihv 
walls  of  the  rastk-  /— H«.;ivt;  ovt-r  the  ctipinL'  stoms 
from  the  harilniu  ril,  an  hrifir  inny  n*)t  he — (nt  piek- 
axc  and  Icvirs,  and  di»\vn  with  ilini  hiinc  pinnndn!" 
pointin;;  l-i  a  licuvy  lu-i*:  of  stone  carvcd-wurk  tliat 
pnd'fti  d  from  ihi-  pnranrt. 

At  thismuinLiit  ihe  tn\siopcrsi  cnueht  sigiht  of  tlie 
red  lla:.'  uj«(»n  tiu-  anijlo  of  liu-  towi-r  which  ririr.*a 
had  di.j'i'riljeii  to  fVilric.  The  t«toiil  >tumnn  L«ifkM- 
ley  was  ilie  first  who  was  nwnn-of  it.  nsho  was  hasi- 
inf5  to  iho  outwork,  impatient  to  avu  the  progress  of 
the  ns^auit. 

"Saint  Crcorsn!"  he  cried,  "3Torry  Saint  George 
for  Kna:land  !— To  the  rhar:ir.  hold  yeomen  !— why 
leave  >u  llief?r.iotl  kiii::ht  and  nohle  Cwlrjc  to  Ptorii'i 
the  pass  alone  ?— mak«.'  in,  mad  priest,  show  ihiiU 
cunsl  fiijlit  fur  thy  rosary,— make  m  brave  VMMiien! 
— the  castle  if*  ours,  wehavefririifls  wiilnn— f*\r  yori- 
dtT  rtim.  it  is  iho  app^'inii-d  sji;znal — 'I^»r<|nil:*rone  is 
ours!— Think  of  honour,  tliink  of  ^pod!— One  trtbrt 
and  the  plac*,*  is  our.-*!'' 

Willi  that  he  hiini  his  cood  bow,  and  sent  a  shaft 
riprht  tliMuirh  the  hnast  of  rmc  of  the  mcn-at-arrris, 
who,  nndir  De  Brai-v".s  direction,  was  looscnuii;  a 
fnignunt  from  one  ni*  the  buttiemeniii  to  precipitate 
on  th«'  hi-nds  of  (Vdric  and  the  Hlack  Kni.ihr.  A 
second  f^^ldiir  caii;.dit  from  the  hniids  of  the  dyin^ 
man  the  iron  crow,  with  which  he  heaved  at  and  had 
loosi'in'd  rh'j  sjotie  pinnacle,  when  reeeivini:  an  arrow 
thn^uj^h  liis  head-piece,  he  dn>ppwi  from  the  barile- 
menis  into  the  moat,  a  dead  man.  The  men-at-arms 
were  dai.nieti,  for  uu  armour  s*vnn.d  proof  agahist 
tlio  shot  of  tins  tremt-ndoMs  archer. 

'*l)«i  you  f:ive  ground,  base  knaves!"  paid  De  Brn- 
cy;  'W'ltniiit  u.yc  St.  P,  nnis !—(ii\e  nw  the  lever  1" 

And.  snatching  it  up,  he  a^ain  ats^ailed  iheloosM  ncd 
pinnacle,  which  was  of  weight  enou^di,  if  thrown 
down,  not  only  to  have  destrf»vcd  the  renmant  t»f  the 
drawbri(l.::e,  which  sheltered  the  two  forenmM  a.<sail- 
ants,  but  aiKo  to  have  sunk  the  nide  tloat  of  planks 
over  whicli  ih*  y  had  cros«»d.  All  saw  the  danL'er. 
and  the  boldest,  even  the  stout  Knar  hints*  If,  avoidid 
wittitij?  foot  on  the  raft.  Thrice  did  T.ockisley  bend  his 
shaft  aiiains^t  De  Bracy,  and  thrico  did  his  arrow 
bound  hmk  from  the  kniulil's  armour  of  prtwf. 

"Curst  •»n  thv  ^i-anish  stcel-coat  !*' said  Lo«'k«- 
ley,  "bar!  Kn^h.^h  smith  fnrpi^l  it,  these*  arrows  hail 
gone  rhroupxh,  an  as  if  it  luti  been  silk  or  wndrd." 
He  the  n  bi  ;?an  to  call  tmt,  "  O^nradcs  !  friends  I  noble 
Cedrie !  hear  back,  and  kl  the  ruin  fall.'' 

His  warning  v'«:ce  was  nnhearri,  for  the  din  which 
the  kiiigfit  hinisr-lf  occasioned  by  his  strokes  upon  the 
postern  woidd  have  dniwncd  twenty  war-irumpct^. 
The  faiihl'i.l  frurih  indeed  spium;  forwanl  on  the 
planked  bridm*,  to  warn  Cedrie  of  his  impendiriirfaie, 
or  to  share  it  wiili  him.  Ifut  his  warnin:^  woukl  ha\e 
come  t04>  late;  ihi'  ma.*«ive  pinnacle  already  totur*  d, 
and  De  Bracy,  who  .-till  heaved  at  his  task,  would 
haveacr'on>pli.«hi  d  it.  had  not  the  voice  of  the  Ten:plar 
Bounded  eliise  in  h:.-  ears  ; — 

"All  IS  Io»4i,  Do  Brary,  thr  costle  burns." 
I    "Thou  art  mad  'o  •suv  fo!"  r( plied  the  knijrht. 

"It  is  all  in  a  liiilit  ftameon  the  wt^lern  side.  I 
havi»  striv.'ri  in  vain  rne.\!!r:LMiish  it.*' 

\Viri»  till-  sicrn  e,M)ii:i.w:!  whiih  formed  the  basis  yf 
his  chariftfr.  Brian  de  Bi>is-(iuilbert  eonmnmicateil 
this  hideous  in (i  IliL'incr-,  which  was  not  bo  cu.'mly 
rc<.'*ivcd  by  his  a.*'i(»nivlu(l  comrajle. 

"  frJain'sof  Paradise ! "  said  Do  Brnr-y ;  "what  is  to 
be  dom  ?  I  \ow  to  Saint  Nicholas  uf  Limoges  a 
camili-siiek  ofi-urp  ■:n|il"^— 

"Spare  thv  v.iw,"  ^a!«i  the  Templar,  "nntl  mark 
mc.  Li  :id  ff.y  mm  down  a-;  if  to  a  sally ;  throw  the 
postcrn-i:  te  opeii— Thi;r«.-  are  but  twomin  who  oiru- 
py  the  rl>i::',  t\\u'^  ilf  in  iiito  (he  moat,  and  push  across 
^  the  b.Trb'cnn,     I  will  eharsrc  fiom  thp  m.nri-j^aie, 

'atrnrk  tlv  hnrlncninn  theoiitsiijo;  and  if  we  can 

in  tliaijfosu  ^c  asBurai  we  shall  defend  outarVsca 


until  wo  are  rrliered,  or  at  least  tiU  they 

fair  quarter." 

"It  is  well  thoufrht  upon,"  said  De  Bracy 

play  my  part— Templar,  rhoii  wilt  not  fail  in 

j      "  Hand  anrl  ^l-'ve,  I  will  not  T'  said  Buis- 

I  "But  haste  fhee,  in  the  nann;  of  God  I*' 

'      De  Bracy  hastily  drt-w  his  men  tou'rihcr,  J 

fd  down  U)  the  po>tern-^'atf,  whnli  hu  e; 

slantly  to  be  thrown  open.     Hut  scf.rr.e  was 

*re  thi'   poriiutous  streiiL'tJi  of  the  Blnch 

forcwJ  his  way  inward  ind<  spile  of  De  T.rac 

followers.    Two  of  the  foremost  in.-i:iiit!y 

the  rest  ^'ave  way  nutwithbtandin^' uU  iheiJ 

etfiiris  to  slop  them. 

"  DoL's !"'  said  De  Bracy,  "  will  ye  let  tm 
our  only  j.ass  for  safi  fv  ? ' 

"He  is  the  d».vil."*  said  a  veteran  man 
benrinu  l»a«.k  from  iheb!.»w««of  lii.  ir  s.iiileaii 
"Aiid  if  he  be  ilie  d'vd.''  reiilad  De  llrncy 
you  fly  from  iiim  in  ft)  the  m«)uih  of  hi  1;  l—\ 
hums  bi'liind  lus  villains  I— h-i  di  span  j'lvc 
rai:e,  or  Itt  ine forward  !  I  will copc  w;th  ll: 
pion  tnyself."' 

And 'wi.il  and  chivalrous  did  De  Br^cy 
maintain  the  fame  h»- had  anjuirt-d  in  the« 
iff  that  dreadful  pcrio<l.  The  vm;li«d  pa 
which  the  postern  irave  eriiraiice.  arid  in  wh 
two  ri-do»d»liHl  r-hampions  were  n«»w  l-^htin; 
hand,  riiriK  with  ili**  furious  blows  wt:i«h  i 
ranh  olhir.  De  Bracy  with  his  swurrl,  il 
Knijiht  with  his  ponderous  axe.  At  iM.uth 
man  reci ived  a  blow,  whuh,  ihouui^  iis  f 
partly  parri»il  by  his  shield,  for  (»llu  rw  i-..*  m 
would  De  Bracy  have  a;;ain  mo\eil  l.mh, «:' 
yet  with  so  nnich  violence  on  his  crcit,  that 
urul  his  length  on  tin-  pav(<l  rlocr. 

'•  ^'ield  ih.'c,  De  Bracv,"  said  the  Bla-  k  C 
stoopini^  oY»  r  him,  anrl  hrddini;  a^n  !ist  tl 
his  luliiiLt  till'  f:ital  poinanl  with  wlii<  !i  ihc 
despalcliMl  tin  ir  eUi  mii:s,  (and  wli;eli  was  i 
da;:i;er  of  mercy,)— " yiild  thir.  31aur:ee  < 
resiue  or  m)  ri<ciie,  or  thou  art  but  a  »:•  r-A  n 
"J  will  not  yiild,"  repl.ni  De  Bra.'v  lamil 
unknown  coiifjiurur.  'lell  me  thy  name,  nr 
plea-ure  lui  nu—  it  shall  never  Iv  f-aul  that 
de  Bracy  wa«  pri^oiur  to  a  nami  le.-s  c  iii'rl." 
The  Black  Kni\:ht  whihjH,Ted  someihini? 
ear  of  the  varmni-lud. 

"I  yielil  nn  to  be  true  prisoner,  rosnic  or  ne 
answered  the  Norman,  exchaniiini;  ins  torn 
and  fktermiiiLd  o!)simacy  fur  one  of  dixp  ih 
h-n  submission. 

'•(lo  to  the  barbican,"  said  the  victor,  in 
authority^  "and  ihei-e  wait  my  hinhir  orjtr 
"Vet  tirst,  ht  nu'  sav."  said  De  Bracy. 
im|>«irts  thee  to  know.  Wilfn  d  of  1  vaid-oe  is 
ami  a  [irisom-r.  and  w  ill  iK.rii>h  in  the  burnt 
willuiui  pnsi  nt  hi  In." 

"  \Vil!n.-<l  of  Ivanhoe !"  exclninud  the  Blac 
—"prisoner,  and  ihtisIi  I— The  hir-i.f  t.viry  n 
castle  i^.hatl  answi^r  it  if  a  hair  of  h.>  h«  ad  Iw 
Show  me  his  chambt r !' 

"Ascetifl  voniiiT  winilinyj  stair."'  said  P 

"it  leaiis  f.)  Ids  ai-artiui  nt— ^V!lt  th.^i  iii:t  a 

yuii!:ini-e  .'■'  he  added,  in  a  sul.tmis«-i\e  \o;cc 

"No.    To  the  barbican,  and  tin  re  wuii  n 

I  ft-iist  the'-  nor,  De  Bracv." 

J)iM;ntr  this  <oinbat  and   the    I  rii  f  a^n 

whi«'h  I  nsiiui.  Cn'ric.  at  tl:0  head  i-f  a  bodi 

I  iimoie^  whom  the  Fr;ar  was  coLspieii-Ms.  h; 

I  across  the  ItuL'c  as  s^on  as  !h«y  >:.w  ih 

;  o;  en,  and  dr-  \i'  bark  the  dispir:ieii  ai^d  t 

f  dhiwci-*  ol  l>e  Bracy,  of  whom  si-me  :iske 

I  some  o!!irtd  va  n  hsiViaiire.  and  llu  ;;rta!<i 

1  towards  the  <-oiirt-\ard.    Dt  Bracy  !:imself« 

;  the  i:n»imd.  and  e.i-t  a  s»rrowtul  uhnu  e  arti 

!ijtKri«r.    "H«trii>=is  nil  noi ! '  In*  ripraiiil;  ' 

1  (lev-irMH!  li:s  nu<t  .'"  He  then  lituti  b.s  sv 

till-  ibiiir,  took  ot!'  hi^  h>  linet  in  i>>kt  n  of  su 

and.  ;.'i)in:,'   to  th<-   baibiean,  f;a\ti  up  liisi 

:  Loek^I.  v.  w  honi  he  nu  t  l-y  the  way. 

I      A-j  lilt  f:n'  :!:i;:r.ie  i!ti  il,  s\  n:pt«)mt.  of  it  !>*<• 

a[t|'!irrnt  in  '.i.j?il-.anilur,  wh«n.'I\anhiM^%Mi 

\  ai\«\  \*iuv^<.*i  V>^  vU\:  JtwesiS  Kcbi-cci.    Ue  . 
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t wakened  from  hw  bnef  dumber  Ify  the  noise  of  the 
battle ;  and  his  attendant  who  had^  at  his  anxious 
desire,  again  placed  herself  at  the  window  to  watch 
and  report  to  him  the  fate  of  the  attack,  was  for  some 
time  prevented  from  observing  either,  by  the  increase 
of  the  smouldering  and  stifling  vapour.  At  length  the 
Tolumes  of  smoke  which  rolled  into  the  apartment— 
the  cries  for  water,  which  were  heard  even  above  the 
din  of  the  battle  made  them  sensible  of  the  progress  of 
this  new  danger. 

"The  castle  bums,'*  said  Rebecca,  "it  bums  I— 
W»at  can  we  do  to  save  ourselves  ?" 

'Fly,  Rebdcoa,  and  save  thine  own  life,"  eaid 
Ivanhoe.  "for  no  human  aid  can  avail  me." 

"I  will  not  fly,"  answered  Rebecca;  "we  will  be 
saved  or  perish  together—And  vet,  great  God!— my 
fiither,  my  father— what  will  be  nisfatel" 

At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  apartment  flew 
«»en,  and  the  Templar  presented  himself,— a  ghastly 
ngnre.  for  his  gilded  armour  was  broken  and  bloody, 
and  the  plume  was  partly  shorn  away,  partly  burnt 
from  his  casque.  "I  have  found  thee,"  said  he  to 
Rebecca;  "thou  shalt  prove  I  will  keep  my  word  to 
shars  weal  and  wo  with  thee — I'iiere  is  but  one  path 
to  safety,  I  have  cut  my  way  through  fifty  dangers  to 
point  it  to  thee— up,  and  instantly  follow  me !  ♦ 

"Alon6,"  answered  Rebecca,  "I  wiJI  not  follow 
thee.  If  thou  wert  born  of  woman— if  thou  hast  but  a 
touch  of  human  charity  in  thee— if  thy  heart  be  not 
hard  as  thy  breastplate— save  my  aged  father— save 
this  wounded  knight !" 

"A  knight,"  ahswered  the  Templar,  whh  his  cha- 
racteristic calmness,  "a  knight,  Rebecca,  must  en- 
counter his  fate,  whether  it  meet  him  in  the  shape  of 
Bword  or  flame— and  who  recks  how  or  where  a  Jiw 
meets  with  his  1" 

"Savage  warrior,"  said  Rebecca,  "rather  will  I 
pensh  in  the  flames  than  accept  safety  from  thee !" 

"Thou  shalt  not  choose^  Rebecca— once  didst  thou 
foil  me,  but  never  mortal  did  so  twice." 

So  saying,  ho  seized  on  the  terrified  maiden,  who 
filled  the  air  with  her  shrieks,  and  bore  her  out  of  the 
room  in  his  arms  in  spite  of  her  cries^  and  without  re- 
^irduig  the  menaces  and  defiance  which  Ivanhoe 
thundered  against  him.  "Hound  of  the  Temple— 
itain  to  thine  Order— set  free  the  damsel !  Traitor  of 
Bois-Ghiilbert,  it  is  Ivanhoe  commands  thee !— Villain, 
I  will  have  thy  heart's  blood !" 

"I  had  not  found  thee,  Wilfred,"  said  the  Black 
Knight,  who  at  that  instant  entered  the  apartment, 
imt  for  thy  shouts." 

"If  thou  be'st  true  knight,"  said  Wilfred,  "think 
not  of  me— pursue  yon  ravisher— save  the  Lady 
Rowena— look  to  the  noble  Cedric !" 

"In  thdr  turn,"  answered  he  of  the  fetterlock,  "but 
uine  is  first" 

And  seizing  upon  Ivanhoa  he  bore  him  off"  with  as 
much  ease  as  the  Templar  had  carried  ofl  Rebecca, 
nxhed  with  him  to  the  postern,  and  having  there 
'  delivered  his  burden  to  the  care  of  two  yeomen,  he 
a@iin  entered  the  castle  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of  the 
other  prisoners. 

One  turret  was  now  in  bright  flames,  which  flashed 
out  furiously  from  window  and  shot-hole.  But  in 
other  parts,  the  great  thickness  of  the  walls  and  the 
vaulted  roofs  of  the  apartments,  resisted  the  progress 
otthe  flames,  and  there  the  rage  of  man  still  triumphed, 
•s  the  scarce  more  dreadful  element  held  mastery  else- 
'^here:  for  the  besiegers  pursued  the  defenders  of  the 
^tlefrom  chamber  to  chamber,  and  satiated  in  their 
Wood  the  vengeance  which  had  long'animated  them 
gainst  the  soldiers  of  the  tyrant  Front-de-B(Buf. 
Most  of  the  garrison  resisted  to  the  uttermost— few  of 
'Jheniaskedquarter— none  received  it  The  air  was 
fined  with  groans  and  clashing  of  arms— the  floors 
^ere  sKppery  with  the  blood  of  despauiog  and  expir- 
ing wretches. 

1  broosh  this  scene  of  confusion,  Cedric  rushed,  in 
Qoest  of  Rowena,  while  the  faithful  Gurth,  following 

*  The  MUior  him  tome  idea  that  this  pa«Mre  imitated  ftom 
■Jistppeafaoce  or  PhiiidaapM,  bafure  the  divine  Mandana,  when 
JW  citf  of  Babylon  it  on  fire,  and  ho  propoiet  to  cany  lier  from 
ynaniaa.  But  ilio  thofl,  if  Uiere  bo  one,  would  be  rather  too 
■??••»»  PonlaHed  by  the  penance  of  warcJiine  for  the  original 
inroufh  the  iiitermioabla  Tolumaa  of  ttie  Grand  Cvraa. 


him  doselir  tfanragfa  the  rnilie,  nedected  his  oWa 
safety  while  he  strove  to  avert  the  blows  that  were 
aimed  at  his  master..  The  noble  Saxon  was  so  for* 
tunate  as  to  reach  his  ward's  apartment  just  as  she 
bad  abandoned  all  hope  of  safety,  and,  with  a  crucifix 
clasped  in  agony  to  her  bosom,  sat  in  expectation  of 
instant  death.  He  committed  her  to  the  charge  of 
Gurth,  to  be  conducted  in  safety  to  the  barbican,  the 
road  to  which  was  now  clearod  of  the  enemy,  and 
not  yet  interrupted  by  the  flames.  This  accomplished, 
tho  loyal  Cednc  hastened  in  quest  of  his  friend  Alhel- 
stane.  determined,  at  event  risk  to  himself,  to  save 
that  last  scion  of  Saxon  royalty.  But  ere  Cedric 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  old  hall  in  which  he  had  him- 
self been  a  prisoner,  the  inventive  genius  of  Waoiba 
had  procured  liberation  for  himself  and  his  companion 
in  adversity. 

When  the  noise  of  the  conflict  announced  that  it 
was  at  the  hottest,  the  Jester  be«an  to  shout,  with 
the  utmost  power  of  his  lungs,  "Saint  George  and 
the  dragon  I— Bonny  Saint  George  for  merry  Eng-, 
land  1— The  castle  is  won!"  And. these  sounds  he 
rendered  yet  more  fearful,  by  banging  against  each 
other  two  or  three  pieces  of  rusty  armour  which  lay 
scattered  around  the  hall. 

A  guard,  which  had  been  stationed  in  the  outer,  or 
anteroom,  and  whose  spirits  were  already  in  a  state 
of  alarm,  took  fright  at  Wamba's  clamour,  and  leav- 
ing the  door  open  behind  them,  ran  to  telf  the  Tem- 
plar that  foemeA  had  entered  the  old  hall.  Mean  tirne' 
time  the  prisoners  found  no  difficulty  in  making  their 
escape  into  the  anteroom,  and  from  thence  into  the- 
dourt  of  the  castle,  which  was  now  the  last  scene  of 
contest  Here  sat  the  fierce  Templar,  mounted  oa 
horseback,  surroimded  by  several  of  the  garrison  both 
on  horse  and  foot,  who  had  united  iheu-  strength  to 
I  hat  of  this  renowned  leader,  in  order  to  secure  the 
last  chance  of  safety  and  retreat  which  remained 
to  them.  The  drawbridge  had  been  lowered  by  his 
orders,  but  the  passage  was  beset:  for  the  archers, 
who  had  hitheru^  only  annoyed  the  castle  on  that 
side  by  their  misses,  no  sooner  saw  the  flames  break 
ing  out,  and  dw  bridge  lowered,  than  they  thronged 
to  the  entry^  as  well  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
garrison,  ar  to  secure  their  own  share  of  booty  ere  the. 
castle  jjriidd  be  burnt  down.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
paity  ^the  besiegers  who  had  entered  by  the  postern 
were  now  issuing  out  into  the  court-yard,  and  attack- 
ing with  fury  the  remnant  of  the  deienders  who  were 
thus  assaulted  on  both  sides  at  once. 

Animated,  however,  by  despair  add  si^iported  by 
the  example  of  their  indomitaole  leader,  the  remain 
ing  solihers  of  the  castle  fought  with  the  utmost 
valour;  and,  being  well  armed,  succeeded  more  thaa 
once  in  driving  back  the  assailants,  though  much 
inferior  in  nurhbers.  Rebecca,  placed  on  horseback 
before  one  of  the  Templar's  Saracen  slaves,  was  in 
the  mklst  of  the  tittle  party ;  and  Bois-Guilbert,  not- 
withstanding the  confusion  of  the  bloody  fray,  showed 
every  attention  to  her  safety.  Repeatedly  he  was  by 
her  side,  and,  neglecting  his  own  defence,  held  before 
her  the  feiioe  of  his  triangular  steel-plated  shield ;  and 
anon  starting  from  his  position  by  her,  he  cried  his 
war-cry,  dashed  forward,  struck  to  earth  the  most 
forward  of  the  assailants,  and  was  on  the  same  instant 
once  more  at  her  bridle  rein. 

Athelstane,  who,  as  the  teader  knows,  was  sloth- 
ful, but  not  oowaroly,  beheld  the  female  form  whom 
the  Templar  protected  thus  sediilously.and  doubted  not 
that  it  was  Rowena  whom  the  knight  was  carrying  off,  . 
in  despite  of  all  resistance  which  could  be  oflered. 

"  By  the  soul  of  Saint  Edward,"  he  said,  "  1  will 
rescue  her  from  yonder  over-proud  knight,  and  he 
shall  die  by  my  hand !" 

"Think  what  you  do!"  cried  Waroba;  "hasty 
hand  catches  frog  for  fish— by  my  bauble,  yonder  la. 
none  of  my  Lady  Rowena — see  but  her  long  dark 
locks !— Nay,  an  ye  will  not  knoW  black  from  whiter 
ye  may'be  leader,  but  1  will  be  no  follower— ho  bones 
of  mine  shall  be  broken  unless  I  know  for  whom.— 
And  you  without  armour  too !— Bethink  you,  silk  Inm- 
net  never  Kept  out  steel  blade.— Nay,  then,  if  wdful 
will  to  water,  wilful  must  drench.— y)«i*  roW«c-ut«, 
most  doughty  AtheUtaner'— be  concluded,  looaeuinii 
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the  hold  which  he  had  hitherto  kept  upon  the  Saxon*B 
lu.iic. 

To  snatch  a  mace  from  the  pavement,  on  which  it 
lay  beside  one  who»e  dyins  gras«p  had  jus*  relinc|uishcd 
it~to  rush  on  the  Templar  s  band,  and  to  strike  in 
quick  succession  to  tile  ri^ht  and  left,  levelling  a 
warrior  at  each  blow,  was.  for  Athelstnne's  gr«"nt 
•trength,  now  anmiaiod  wi  n  unuisual  fury,  but  the 
work  of  a  single  mortieni ;  he  was  tn)on  within  two 
yards  of  Bois-Guilbert,  whom  he  defied  in  his  loudest 
lone. 

*'  Turn,  false-hearted  Templar !  let  go  her  whom 
thou  art  unworthy  to  touch— turn,  limb  of  a  band  of 
murd^rinir  and  hypocritical  robbers !" 

"Dog!'  said  ihe  Templar,  grinding  his  teeth,  "1 
will  teach  thee  to  blasijlienie  the  holy  Order  of  the 
Temple  of  Zion;  and  with  thcMe  words,  half-wheel- 
ing his  steed,  he  made  a  deini-courbetic  towards  the 
Saxon,  and  rising  in  the  stirrups,  so  as  to  lake  full 
advantage  of  the  descent  of  the  horse,  he  discharged 
a  foarfulblow  upon  the  head  of  Athelstane. 

Well  said  Wamba,  thai  silken  bonnet  keeps  out  no 
tteel  blade.  So  trenchant  was  the  Templar's  weapon, 
that  it  shore  asunder,  as  it  had  been  a  willow  twig, 
the  tough  ajid  plaited  handle  of  the  mace,  which  the 
ill-fatert  Saxon  reared  to  parry  the  blow,  and,  descend- 
ing on  his  head,  levelled  him  with  the  earth. 

"//a/  Btau'8tant f*  exclaimed  Bois-Guilbert. 
"  thus  be  it  to  the  maligners  of  the  Temple-knights  !'* 
Taking  advantage  of  the  dismay  which  was  Spread  by 
the  UQ.  of  Altheistane,  and  calling  aloud.  *'  Those  who 
would  save  themselves,  follow  me !  he  pushcfL 
across  the  drawbridge,  dispersing  the  archers  who 
would  have  intercepted  them.  He  was  followed  by 
his  Saracens,  and  some  five  or  six  men-at-arms,  who 
had  mounted  their  horses.  The  Ten>plar'8  retreat 
was  rendered  perilous  by  the  numbers  of  arrows  shot 
oflai  him  and  his  party;  but  this  did  not  prevent 
him  from  galloping  round  to  the  barbican,  of  which, 
According  to  his  nfevious  plan,  he  supposed  it  possible 
De  Bracy  might  nave  been  in  possession. 

De  Bracy!  De  Bracy!"  he  shouted, 
there?" 

"  I  am  here,"  replied  De  Bracy,  "  but  I  am  a 
prisoner." 

"f-an  I  resale  thee?"  cried  Bois-Guilbert. 

"No,"  replied  De  Bracy;  "1  have  rendered  me, 
rescue  or  no  rescue.  I  vnW  be  tn;e  prisoner.  Save 
thyself— there  are  hawks  abroad— put  the  seas  be- 
twixt you  and  England— I  dare  not  say  more." 

"Well,"  answered  theTemnlar,  "  an  thou  wilt  tarry 
there,  remember  I  have  redeemed  word  and  glove. 
Be  the  hawks  where  they  will,  methinks  the  walls 
of  the  Preceptory  of  Templestowe  will  be  cover  suffi- 
cient, and  tnither  will  I,  like  h*;ron  to  her  haunt." 

Having  thus  spoken,  he  galloped  off  with  his  fol- 
lowers. 

Those  of  the  castle  who  had  not  gotten  to  horse, 
still  continued  to  fight  desperately  with  the  besiegers, 
after  the  departure  of  ihe  Templar,  but  rather  in  de- 
Bpair  of  quarter  than  that  they  entertained  any  hope  of 
escape.  The  fire  was  spreading  rapidlv  through  all 
parts  of  the  castle,  when  Ulrica,  who  had  first 
kindled  it,  appeared  on  a  turret,  in  the  guise  of  one  of 
the  ancient  furies,  yelling  forth  a  war-song,  such  as 
was  of  yore  raiseo  on  the  field  of  battle  by  the  scalds 
of  the  yet  heathen  Saxons.  Her  long  dishevelled 
^ay  hair  flew  back  from  her  uncovered  head ;  the 
mebriating  delight  of  gratified  vengeance  contended 
in  her  eyes  with  the  fire  of  insanity;  and  she  brand- 
ished the  distaff  which  she  held  in  her  hand,  as  if 
she  had  been  one  of  the  Fatal  Si.«>ter8,  who  spin  and 
abridge  the  thread  of  human  life.  Tradition  has 
pre.«»erved  some  wild  strophes  of  the  barbarous  hymn 
which  siie  chanted  wildly  amid  that  scene  of  fire  and 
•laughter  : 

Whet  (he  bright  0te<t1, 

Bonn  ofthe  White  Dragon  I  • 

Kmdic  Uio  torch, 

PQUphter  of  H(ti?i«t  I 

'J'ho  steiU  tlinineri  not  for  th«  carvinr  of  tlit  btsqwt, 

It  i«  liard,  broad,  and  »ltarply  pointed  . 

Thr  torch  froeth  not  tu  the  bridal  cliiunber, 

It  6tf>nmi  and  ytitterM  blue  with  sulphur. 

WlMi  tite  •tMl,  tlw  r%\tvk  cruaks  i 


'  art  thou 


Liirht  the  torrh,  Zemebodc  it  yetTinr  I 
Whet  th«  iteift,  eooM  of  tli«  Dmgon  ( 
Kuidle  the  torcli,  dauf  hiur  of  Henf  i«t  I 

%. 
Tlie  blade  clond  i«  low  over  tlw  thane*!* 
The  eofie  tfcrmtiiw— he  rKiw  on  iu  huMMiu 
B<;rean)  not,  K/ajr  rider  of  the  aablo  cloud. 
Thy  bunfiurt  i*  prepared  I 
The  maldendof  Valhulla  look  forth, 
The  nine  ofHcncut  «il!  Mend  theni  |rae«ti. 
Bttake  jrour  black  treiwes.  onuden*  of  Valhal!«l 
And  itrike  your  loud  linibrBU  Tor  joy  » 
Many  a  hau^rhty  utep  beitda  to  your  haiU, 
Many  a  helnicd  head. 

S. 
Dark  sita  the  eveninr  upon  tlra  thaaa**  castle. 
The  blarJc  clouds  father  round  ; 
8'»on  »hall  thty  be  red  an  Uie  blood  of  the  valiant  f 
The  dcKiroyer  of  furenta  aliaU  «l>ake  hia  rod  creat 

tlieni. 

He,  the  brifbt  oonramar  of  palaeea, 
hruad  wave*  he  hiii  blazinf  banoer, 
Ked,  wide  and  du»ky. 
0%-er  thf  utriff!  of  fht*  \'aliant: 

>li«  joy  i*  ID  the  claaliirrf  <wordi  and  broken  borklera ; 
He  lovi>«  tu  lick  tlie  UiMing  blood  aa  it  bunta  Mrann  Ami 

fba  wound  I 

4. 
fi  II  T.  1'itporifihl 
r  J.,     ^vurd  cleaveth  the  helmet ; 
■;  1^    '  on^  armotir  i«  nierced  by  the  lance) 
r     f  .  .  vourerh  Uie  dwellmir  of  princes. 
I  I  .....  8  brciik  down  Uie  fenoea  of  tlui  DtttJe. 

A ^t  perish  I 

'I  !■■■  i.«  »  of  llentrist  iacDne-> 
'ii  I..   .  '  me  of  Horsa  ia  no  mqra ! 
1^  i  11^  not  then  from  your  doom,  »nna  of  tba  airani  I 
Lrf^i  your  blndeti  drink  bloott  like  wine  ; 
Feast  ye  in  tiic  bannuet  nf  ulang liter. 
By  the  liffbr  of  the  blaxinf  halls  i 
Strong:  l>e  your  swords  while  yoar  blood  is  warm. 
And  spare  neither  for  pity  nor  fear, 
^or  vctireance  haUi  but  an  hour ; 
vEtrong  hate  itaelf  shall  expire  I 
I  also  must  perish  i' 

The  towering  flames  had  now  snrmoonted  every 
obstruction,  and  lose  to  the  evcn-ng  bkies  one  htK« 
and  burning  beacon,  seen  far  and  wide  through  iE« 
adjacent  country.  Tower  after  tower  crashed  down, 
with  blazing  roof  and  rafter;  and  the  combatants 
were  driven  from  the  court-yard.  The  vanquished, 
of  whom  very  few  remaine<i.  scattered  and  tscatied 
into  the  neighbouring  wood.  Tlie  victors,  assem- 
bling in  large  bands,  gazed  with  wonder,  not  un- 
mixed ^iih  fear,  upon  tne  flames,  in  which  their  own 
ranks  and  arms  glanced  dusky  rrd.  The  maniac 
figure  of  the  Saxon  Ulrica  was  for  a  lonjj  time  visible 
on  the  lofiv  stand  she  had  chosen,  tossing  h^r  arm* 
abroad  with  wild  exultation,  as  if  she  reigned  empiecc 
of  the  conflagration  which  she  had  raised.  At  length, 
with  a  if'rrific  crash,  the  whole  turret  gave  way.  and 
she  perished  in  the  names  which  had  consumed  her 
tyrant  An  awful  cause  of  horror  silenced  each 
murmur  of  the  armeo  spectators,  who,  for  the  spacs 
of  several  minutes,  stirred  not  a  finger,  save  to  eian 
the  cross.  The  voice  of  Lockslcy  was  then  heard. 
"Shout,  yeomen  !— the  den  of  tyrants  is  no  nwrel 
Let  each  bring  his  si;»oll  to  pur  chosen  place  of 
rendezvous  at  the  Trysiing-tree  in  the  Harthill-waik ; 
for  there  at  break  of  dav  will  we  make  just  partitMO 
among  our  own  bands,  togetht^r  with  our  wcmhr 
allies  in  this  great  deed  of  vengeance." 


CHAPTER    XXXIl. 

Trust  me  cnnh  state  must  have  its  policies  t 
Kingdoms  have  edicts,  cities  have  their  nltarten; 
Kven  the  wild  outlaw,  in  his  foreMtwalk, 
Kueps  yet  some  touch  of  civil  disciHine  ; 
For  not  since  Adam  wore  his  verdant  aprun. 
Math  man  with  man  in  social  union  dwelt, 
But  laws  Mere  made  to  draw  that  uni«»n  closer. 

The  daylight  had  dawned  upon  the  glades  of  ine  ' 
oak  forest.  The  green  lioughs  glittered  with  all  thtir 
*  It  will  readily  occur  to  tlie  Antiquary,  that  thcae  vemaa  ait 
intended  to  imitate  the  antique  poetry  oi  Uie  Scalds— the  miN' 
streis  of  Ihe  old  8candinaTian«>-the  moe,  aa  ibe  Luiroata  as 
happily  terms  them. 

••  Stem  to  Inflict,  and  stubborn  to  endure, 

Who  cmilea  in  deaUi.'* 
The  poetry  of  the  Anrlo-Saxonf,  'after  their  civilisation  aad 
con«'ersion,  was  of  a  different  and  softer  character ;  bat  is  tha 
circumstances  of  Ulrica,  slie  may  not  be  unnaioraliy  Kurtpoaad  Ui 
return  to  the  wild  strains  which  animated  her  fonAiltofif 
dartnf  Ika  time  of  Pafaniam  and  trntamad  f)»rocitjr. 
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pearit  of  dew.  The  hind  led  her  fawn  from  the  co- 
vert of  hi«h  fem  to  the  more  open  walks  of  the  f;[reea- 
wood,  and  no  huntaman  was  there  to  watch  or  inter- 
cept the  stately  hart,  as  he  paced  at  the  head  of  the 
tntler'd  herd. 

The  outlaws  were  all  assembled  around  the  Tryst- 
BQC-tree  in  the  Harihill-walk,  where  they  had  spent 
tl»e  night  in  refreshini;  themselves  after  the  fatigues 
of  the  siege,  some  with  wine,  some  with  sluniber, 
many  with  hearing  and  recounting  the  events  of  the 
day,  and  computing  the  heaps  of  munder  whicl^  their 
success  had  placea  at  the  disposal  of  their  Chief. 

The  spoils  were  indeed  very  large {  for,  notwith- 
standing that  much  was  consumeu,  a  great  deal  of 
plate,  rich  armour,  and  splendid  clothing,  had  been 
leeurod  by  the  exertions  of  the  dauntless  outlaws, 
who  could  be  appalled  by  no  danger  when  such  re- 
Arajxis  were  in  view.  Yet  so  strict  w«rc  the  laws  of 
Jieir  society,  that  no  one  ventured  to  aj^propriate  any 
pwt  of  the  booty,  which  was  brought  into  one  com- 
mon moss,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  tneir  leader. 

The  place  of  rendexvous  was  an  aged  oak:  not 
however  the  same  to  which  Locksley  had  conducted 
Gurth  and  Wamba  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  story,  but 
one  which  was  the  centre  of  a  silvan  amphitheatre, 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  demalished  castle  of  Torquil- 
stone.  Here  Locksley  assumed  his  seat— a  throne  of 
tiuf  erected  under  thetwisted  branchesof  the  hugeoak, 
and  the  silvan  followers  were  gathered  around  him. 
He  assigned  to  the  Black  Knight  a  seat  at  his  right 
hand,  and  to  Cedric  a  place  upon  his  lefL 

"Pardon  my  freedom,  noble  sirs,"  he  said^  "but  in 
these  glades  I  am  monarch— they  are  mv  kin/?dom ; 
and  these  my  wild  subjects  would  reck  out  little  of 
my  power,  were  I,  withm  my  own  dominions,  to  yield 
place  to  mortal  man.— Now,  sirs,  who  hath  seen  our 
chaplain  7  where  is  our  curtal  Friar?  A  mass  amongst 
Christian  men  best  begins  a  busy  morning."— No  one 
had  seen  the  Clerk  of  Copmanhurst  ^'Ovcr  §ods 
fbrbodel"  said  the  outlaw  Chief,  "I  trust  the  jolly 
priest  hath  but  abidden  by  the  wine-pot  a  thought  too 
late.    Who  saw  him  since  the  castle  was  ta*en7" 

**I,"  quoth  the  Miller,  "markeci  him  hi^sy  about  the 
iooT  of  a  cellar,  swearing  by  each  saint  m  the  calen- 
dar he  would  taste  the  smack  of  Front-de-BosuTs 
Gasroigae  wine." 

"  Now,  the  saints,  as  many  as  there  be  of  them," 
iaid  the  Captain,  ^'forefend,  lest  he  has  drunk  too 
deep  of  the  wine-butts,  aiKl  perished  by  the  fail  of  the 
castle !— Away,  Miller  1— take  with  you  enow  of  men, 
teek  the  place  where  you  last  saw  him— throw  water 
from  the  moat  on  tlie  scorching  ruins— I  will  have 
them  removed  stone  by  stone  ere  I  lose  my  curtal 
Friar.'* 

The  numbers  who  hastened  to  execute  this  duty, 
considering  that  an  interesting  division  of  spoil  was 
•bout  to  take  place,  showed  how  much  the  troop  had 
at  hoart  the  safety  of  thpir  spiritual  father. 

"Mean  while,  let  us  proceed,"  said  Locksley ;  "for 
when  this  bold  dt^od  shall  be  sounded  abroad,  the 
bands  of  De  Bracy.  of  Malvoisin,  and  other  allies  of 
Front-de-B<Buf;  will  be  in  motion  against  us.  and  it 
^»ere  well  for  our  safeiv  that  we  retreat  from  the  vici- 
niiy.— Noble  Cedric,"  he  said,  turning  to  the  Saxon, 

that  spoil  is  divided  into  two  portions  j  do  thou  make 
choice  of  that  which  best  suits  ihee^  to  recompense  thy 
People  who  were  partakers  with  us  m  this  adventure." 

*  Good  yeoman,"  said  Cedric,  "  mv  heart  is  op- 
pressed with  sadness.  The  noble  Aihelstane  of  Co- 
JMrigsburgh  is  no  more— the  last  sprout  of  the  sainted 
Coofeaaor !  Hopes  have  perished  with  him  which  can 
Jjsver  return !— A  sparkle  hath  been  quenched  by  his 
Wood,  which  no  human  breath  can  again  rekindle ! 
•  My  people,  save  the  few  who  are  now  with  me,  do 
sat  tarry  mv  presence  to  transport  his  honoured  re- 
yaini  to  their  last  mansion.  The  Lady  Rowena  is 
ae^irous  to  return  to  Rotherwood,  and  must  be 
•scortod  by  a  sufficient  force.  I  should,  therefore,  ere 
*^>w,  have  left  this  place ;  and  I  waited— not  to  share 
the  booty,  for,  so  help  me  Ood  and  Saint  Withold  !  as 
p«ther  I  nor  any  of  mine  will  touclv  the  value  of  a 
u*H,— I  waited  but  to  render  my  thanks  to  tline  and 
«o  thy  bold  yeomen,  for  the  life  and  honour  ye  have 
•tvoa" 


"Nay,  bat."  said  the  Chief  Outlaw,  "we  did  but 
half  the  woik  at  most— take  of  the  spofl  what  may 
reward  your  own  neighbours  and  followers." 

"  I  ana  rich  enough  to  reward  them  fi-om  mme  own 
wealth,"  answered  Cedric 

"  And  some,"  said  Wamba,  "have  been  wise  enough 
to  reward  themselves ;  they  do  not  march  oft'empty- 
handed  altogether.    We  do  not  all  wear  motley." 

"  They  are  welcome,  said  Locksley  j  "  our  laws  bind 
none  but  ourselves." 

"But,  thou,  ray  poor  knave,"  said  Cedric,  turning 
about  and  embracmg  his  Jester,  "  how  shall  I  reward 
thee,  who  feared  not  to  give  thy  body  to  chains  anc* 
deatn  instead  of  mine !— .tVU  forsook  me,  when  the 
poor  fool  was  faithful  I" 

A  tear  stood  in  the  eye  of  the  rough  thane  as  he 
spoke— a  mark  of  feeling  which  even  the  death  of 
Athelstane  had  not  extracted;  but  there  was  some- 
ihiog  in  the  half-insrinctivc  attachment  of  his  clown, 
that  waked  his  nature  more  keenly  than  even  griei 
'itself, 

"Nay,"  said  the  Jester,  extricating  himself  from  his 
master  s  caress,  "  if  you  pay  my  service  with  the  wa- 
ter of  your  eye,  the  Jester  must  weep  for  company, 
and  then  what  becomes  of  his  vocation  ?— But,  uncle, 
if  you  would  indeed  nlcflu«ure  me.  I  pray  you  to  pardon 
my  playfellow  Gurth,  who  stole  a  week  from  youi 
service  to  bestow  it  on  your  son." 

"Pardon  him!"  exclaimed  Cedric;  "I  will  both 
pardon  and  reward  him.— Kneel  down,  Gurth." — 
The  swineherd  was  in  an  instant  at  his  master's  feet 
— "Theow  and  Esne*  art  thou  no  longer,"  said  Ce- 
dric, touching  him  with  a  wand;  "Folktbe*  and 
SACKLEsst  art  thou  in  town  and  from  town,  in  the 
forest  as  m  the  field.  A  hide  of  land  I  give  to  thee  in 
my  steads  of  Walbrugham,  from  me  and  mine  to 
thee  and  tlime  aye  and  for  ever:  and  Qod's  malisoa 
on  his  head  who  this  gaiusays !" 

No  longer  a  serf^  but  a  freeman  and  a  landholder, 
Gurth  s^jrung  upon  his  feet,  and  twice  bounded  aloft 
to  almost  his  own  height  from  the  ground. 

"A  smith  and  a  ^e,"  he  cried,  to  do  away  the 
collar  flrom  the  neck  of  a  freeman  1— Noble  master! 
doubled  is  my  strength  by  your  gift,  and  doubly  will 
I  fight  for  you !— There  is  a  free  spirit  in  my  breast— I 
am  a  man  chanijed  to  myself  and  all  around.— Ha, 
Fangs !"  he  contmued,— for  that  faithful  cur,  seeing 
his  master  thus  transported,  began  to  jump  upon 
him,  to  express  his  sympathy,  knowest  thou  ihy 
master  still?" 

"  Ay,"  said  Wamba,  "  Fangs  and  I  still  know  thee, 
Gurth,  though  we  must  net^ds  abide  by  the  collar :  it 
is  only  thou  art  likely  to  forect  both  us  and  thyself." 

"  I  shall  forget  myself  indcnxl  ere  I  forget  thee,  true 
comrade,"  said  Gurth;  "and  were  freedom  fit  for 
the<^  Wamba,  the  master  would  not  let  thee  want  it." 

"Nay,"  said  Wamba,  "never  think  I  envy  iheo, 
brother  Gurth ;  the  serf  sits  by  the  hall-fire  when  the 
freeman  must  forth  to  the  field  of  battle- And  what 
saith  Oldhelm  of  Mai msbury— Better  a  fool  at  a  feast 
than  a  wise  man  at  a  fray. 

The  tramp  of  horses  was  noW  heard,  and  the  Lady 
Rowena  appeared,  surroimded  by  several  riders,  and 
a  rnuch  stronger  party  of  fof>tnien,  who  joyfiiHy  snoob 
their  pikes  and  clashed  ihejr  hrown-bills  for  joy  of  her 
freedom.  She  herself,  richly  attired,  and  mounted 
on  a  dark  cheetnut  palfrey,  had  recovered  all  the  dig- 
nity of  her  manner,  and  only  an  unwonted  dcj,Tee  of 
paleness  showed  the  suffenngs  she  had  umiergone. 
Her  lovely  brow,  though  sorrowful,  bore  on  it  a  cast 
of  reviving  hope  for  the  future,  as  well  as  of  grateful 
thankfulness  for  the  past  deliverance— She  knew  that 
Ivanhoe  was  safe,  and  she  knew  that  Alhelatnne  was 
dead.  The  former  asaiu-ance  filled  her  with  the  most 
sincere  delight :  and  if  she  did  not  absolutely;  rejoice 
at  the  latter,  she  might  lys  pardoned  for  fetVmg  the 
full  advantage  of  being  freed  from  further  p«?r3erution 
on  the  only  subject  in  which  she  had  ever  been  con 
tradicted  by  her  guardian  Cedric. 

As  Rowena  bent  her  steed  towards  Locksle/s  seat 
that  bold  yeoman,  with  all  his  followers,  rose  to 
receive  her,  as  if  by  a  general  instinct  of  courtesy. 
The  blood  rose  to  her  cheeks,  as,  courteously  waving 

*  Thrall  and  boud<<aian.  t  A  lawful  't^^taUL 
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tier  hand,  and  bending  00  low  that  her  beautifbl  and 
loose  tresctea  were  for  an  instant  mixed  ftith  the 
flowing  mane  of  her  palfrey,  she  expressed  m  a  few 
but  apt  words  her  obligations  and  her  gratitude  to 
Locksley  and  her  othei  deliverers—"  God  bleai  you, 
brave  men,"  she  concluded,  "God  and  our  Lady 
bless  you  and  requite  vou  for  gallantly  oeriling  vour- 
selves  in  the  cause  01  the  opprewsed  !— If  any  ot"  you 
should  hunger,  remember  Rowena,  has  food— if  you 
should  thirsL  she  has  manvabuttof  wine  and  brown 
ale— and  if  the  Normans  orive  ye  from  these  walks, 
Rowena  has  forests  of  her  own,  where  her  gallant 
deliverers  may  range  at  full  freedom,  and  never 
tanger  ask  whose  arrow  bath  struck  down  the  deer." 

** Thanks,  gentle  lady,"  said  Locksley;  "thanks 
from  my  compamr  and  mvself.  But,  to  have  saved 
you  requites  itself.  We  who  walk  the  greenwood  do 
many  a  wild  deed,  and  the  Lady  Rowena's  deliver- 
ance may  be  received  as  an  atonement." 

Again  bowing  from  her  palfrey,  Rowena  turned 
to  depart ;  but  pausing  a  moment,  while  Cedric,  who 
was  to  attend  her,  was  also  taking  his  leave,  she 
found  herself  unexpectedly  close  by  the  prisoner  De 
Bracy.  He  stood  under  a  tree  in  deep  meditation, 
his  arms  crossed  upon  his  breast,  and  Rowena  was  in 
hopes  she  might  pass  him  unobserved.  He  looked  up, 
however,  and,  when  aware  of  her  presence,  a  dc^p 
flush  of  shame  suffused  his  handsome  countenance. 
fie  stood  a  moment  most  irresolute;  then,  steppinj^ 
forward,  took  her  palfrey  by  the  rein,  and  bent  his 
knee  before  her. 

"  Will  the  Lady  Rowena  deign  to  cast  an  eye  on  a 
captive  knight— on  a  dishonoured  soldier?" 

Sir  Knight,"  answered  Rowena,  *'  in  enterprises 
such  as  yours,  the  real  dishonour  hes  not  in  failure, 
but  in  success." 


Bwered  De  Bracy ;  let  me  but  know  that  the  Ladv 
Rowena  forgives  the  violence  occasioned  by  an  ilf- 
fated  passion,  and  she  shall  soon  learn  that  De  Bracy 


knows  how  to  serve  her  in  nobler  ways." 

"  I  forgive  you,  Sir  Knight,"  said  Kowena,  "  as  a 
Christian." 

"  That  means,"  said  Wamba,  **  that  she  does  not 
forgive  him  at  all." 

*^But  I  can  never  forgive  the  misery  and  desolation 
your  madness  has  occasioned,"  continued  Rowena. 

"Unloose  your  hold  on  the  lady's  rein,"  said  Ce- 
dric, coming  up.  "  By  the  bright  sun  above  us,  but 
it  were  shame,  I  would  pin  thee  to  the  earth  with  my 
javelin— but  be  well  assured^^  thou  shall  smartj  Mau- 
rice De  Bracy,  for  thy  share  m  this  foul  deed. 

"He  threatens  safely  who  threatens  a  prisoner," 
said  De  Bracy ;  "  but  when  had  a  Saxon  any  touch 
of  courtesy  7 

Then  retiring  two  steps  backwerd,  he  permitted 
the  lady  to  move  on. 

Cednc,  ere  they  departed,  expressed  his  peculiar 
gratitude  to  the  Black  Champion,  and  earnestly  in- 
treated  him  to  accompany  him  to  Kotherwood. 

"I  know,"  he  said,  ^'tnat  ye  errant  knights  desire 
to  carry  your  fortunes  on  the  point  of  your  lance,  and 
reck  not  of  land  or  goods;  but  war  is  a  changeful 
mistress,  and  a  home  is  sometimes  desirable  even  to 
the  champion  whose  trade  is  wandering.  Thou  hast 
earned  one  in  the  walls  of  Rotberwopd,  noble  knight. 
Cedric  has  wealth  enough  to  repair  the  injuries  of 
fortune,  and  all  he  has  is  his  deliverer's— Come,  there- 
fore, to  Rotherwood,  not  as  a  guest,  but  as  a  son  or 
brother." 

"Cedric  has  already  made  me  rich,"  said  the 
Knight,— "he  has  taiiight  me  the  value  of  Saxon 
virtue.  To  Roiherwood  will  I  come,  brave  Saxon, 
and  that  speedily;  but,  as  now,  pressing  matters  of 
moment  detain  me  frorn  your  halls.  Peradventure 
when  I  come  hither,  1  will  ask  such  a  boon  as  will 
put  even  thy  generosity  to  the  test."^ 

"It  is  granted  ere  spoken  out,"  said  Cedric.  striking 
his  ready  hand  into  the  gauntleted  palm  of  tne*Black 
Knight,--  it  is  granted  already,  were  it  to  aflect  half 
my  Tormne." 

^*  Ga«e  not  thv  promise  so  lightly,"  said  the  Knight 
of  the  FctteriocK ;  "  yet  well  I  hope  to  gain  the  boon, 
*  ahall  afto..    Mean  while,  adieu." 


"I  hsve  but  to  fay,"  added  the  Saxon,  **^tuL 
during  the  funeral  rites  of  the  noble  Athewtane,  1 
shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  halls  of  his  castle  «l 
Coningsburgh— They  will  be  open  to  all  who  cboote 
to  partake  01  the  funeral  banqueting ;  and.  I  apeak  to 
name  of  the  noble  Edith,  mother  of  the  fallen  prinoe, 
they  wiU  never  be  shut  against  him  who  laboured  te 
bravely,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  save  Atbelstaae 
from  Norman  chains  and  Norman  steel." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  Wamba.  who  had  resumed  hia  al> 
tendance  on  bis  master,  rare  feeding  there  will  b*— 
pity  that  the  noble  Athelstane  cannot  banquet  at  hie 
own  funeraL— But  he,"  continued  the  Jester,  bftiin 
up  his  eyes  gravely,  "is  supping  in  Paradise,  ana 
doubtless  does  honour  to  the  cheer." 

"Peace,  and  move  on,"  said  Cedric,  his  anger  at 
this  untimely  jest  being  checked  by  the  recuuection 
of  Wamba's  recent  services.  Rowena  waved  a  grace- 
ful adieu  to  him  of  the  Feiteriock— the  Saxon  bade 
,God  speed  him,  and  on  they  moved  through  a  wide 
glade  of  the  forest. 

They  had  scarce  departed,  ere  a  sudden  Ttrocemaon 
moved  from  under  the  greenwood  brancnee,  swept 
slowly  round  the  silvan  amphitheatre,  and  took  the 
same  direction  with  Rowena  and  her  followers.  The 
priests  of  a  neighbouring  convent,  in  expectation  of 
the  ample  donation,  or  soul-acat^  which  Cedric  hftd 
propined,  attended  upon  the  car  in  which  the  body  <rf 
Athelstane  was  laid,  and  sang  hymns  as  it  was  sadly 
and  slowly  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  his  Tsssals  to 
his  castle  of  Coningsburgh,  to  be  there  deposited  in 
the  grave  of  Hengist,  from  whom  the  deceased  c^ 
rivedf  his  long  descent.  Many  of  his  vassals  kul 
assembled  nt  the  news  of  his  death,  and  foliow«i  the 
bier  with  all  the  external  marks,  at  least,  of  dejedioii 
and  sorrow.  Again  the  outlaws  arose,  and  paid  the 
same  rude  and  spontaneous  homage  to  death,  wfa^h 
they  had  so  lately  rendered  to  beauty— the  slow  chant 
and  mournful  step  of  the  priests  brought  back  to  their 
remembrance  such  of  their  comrades  as  had  fitllen  in 
the  yesterday's  affray.  But  such  recollections  dweB 
not  lon^  with  those  who  lead  a  life  of  danger  and 
enterprise,  and  ere  the  sound  of  the  death-hymn  bad 
died  on  the  wind,  the  outlaws  were  again  busied  in 
the  distribution  of  their  spoil. 

"Valiant  knight,"  said  Locksley  to  the  Black 
Champion,  "  without  whose  good  heart  and  migfatv 
arm  our  enterprise  must  altogether  have  failed,  wiU 
it  please  you  to  take  from  that  mass  of  spoU  vhat- 
ever  may  best  serve  to  pleasure  you,  and  to  remind 
you  of  this  my  Trusting- tree?" 

"I  accept  the  oHer,"  said  the  Knight.  " as  frankljr 
as  it  is  given ;  and  I  ask  permission  to  dispose  of  Sir 
Maurice  de  Bracy  at  my  own  pleasure." 

"  He  is  thine  already,"  said  Locksley,  **  and  well 
for  hrm  !  else  the  tyrant  had  crraccd  the  highest  bough 
of  this  oak,  with  as  many  of  his  Pree-Companioni  as 
we  could  gather,  hanging  thick  as  acorns  around  hire. 
—But  he  is  thy  prisoner,  and  he  is  safe,  though  ^ 
had  slain  my  father." 

"De  Bracy"  said  the  Knight,  "thou  art  free-~de- 
part.  He  whose  prisorier  thou  art  scorns  to  take 
mean  revenge  for  what  is  pasi.  But  beware  of  the 
future,  lest  a  worse  thing  befall  thee. — Maurice  de 
Bracy,  I  say  bswabe  !" 

De  Bracy  bowed  low  and  in  silence,  and  was  about 
to  withdraw,  when  the  yeomen  burst  at  once  into  a 
shout  of  e-Tecration  and  derision.  The  proud  knight 
instantly  stopped,  turned  back,  folded  his  armsi  drew 
up  his  form  to  its  full  height,  and  exclaimed,  **  Peeoe, 
ye  yelping  curs  I  who  open  upon  a  cry  which  ye  UA- 
lowed  not  when  the  stag  was  at  psy— De  Braey 
scorns  your  censure  as  he  would  disdain  your  ap- 


plause.    To  your  brakes  and  caves,  ye  outlawm 
thieves !  and  be  silent  when  aught  knighdy  ornc " ' 
is  but  spoken  within  a  league  of  your  fox-earths." 


This  ill-timed  defiance  might  have  procured  for 
De  Bracy  a  volley  of  arrows,  but  for  the  haatv  and 
imperative  interference  of  the  outlaw  Chiet  Mean 
while  the  knight  caught  a  horse  by  the  rein,  for  seve- 
ral u'hich  bad  been  tuken  in  the  stables  of  Front-de- 
Bceuf  stood  accoutnd  abound,  and  were  a  valucbte 
part  of  the  booty.  He  threw  himself  *ipon  the  ssi> 
dleb  and  galloped  of\' through  the  wood.-^ 
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MThen  the  bwtle  oocA«ioii«d  bf  this  incUent  -wts 
somewhat  composed,  the  chief  Outlaw  took  from  hit 
neck  the  rich  born  and  baldric  which  he  had  recently 
gatofd  at  the  strife  of  archery  near  Ashby. 

** Noble  knight,"  he  said  to  hira  of  the  Fetterlock, 
"if  you  disdain  not  to  grace  by  your  acceptance  a 
bogle  which  an  English  yeoman  has  once  worn,  this 
1  will  pray  you  to  keep  as  a  memorial  of  yoor  gallant 
beahnk—and  if  ye  have  aught  to  do,  and,  as  happen- 
eth  o(t  to  a  goJlant  k night,  ye  chance  to  be  nani 
bested  in  any  forest  between  Trent  and  Tees,  wind 
three  mots*  upon  the  horn  thus,  Wa-so'fuM !  and  it 
may  well  chance  ye  shall  find  helpers  and  rescue." 

He  then  arave  breath  to  the  bugle,  and  winded  once 
tod  again  the  call  which  he  described,  imtil  the  knight 
htd  caught  the  notes. 

"  Gramercy  for  the  gift,  bold  yeoman,"  said  the 
Knight ;  *'  and  better  help  than  thine  and  thy  ran- 
gers would  I  never  seek,  were  it  at  my  utmost  need." 
And  then  in  his  turn  he  winded  the  call  till  all  the 
greenwood  rang. 

"  Well  blown  and  clearly,"  said  the  yeoman ;  "  be- 
threw  me  an  thou  knowest  not  as  nmch  of  wood- 
cnft  ad  of  war!— thou  hast  been  a  striker  of  deer  in 
thy  day,  I  warrant,— Comrades,  mark  these  three 
mots— it  is  the  call  of  the  Knight  of  the  Fetterlock ; 
tod  he  who  hears  it,  and  hastens  not  to  serve  him  at 
hit  need,  I  will  have  hira  scourged  out  of  our  band 
with  his  own  bowstring." 

"Long live  oiu- leader!"  shouted  the  yeoman,  "and 
long  live  the  Black  Knight  of  the  Fetterlock  l-^Mav 
he  soon  use  our  aervicoi  to  prove  how  readily  it  win 
bepoid." 

u>cksley  now  pro^eded  to  the  distribution  of  the 
tpoil,  which  he  performed  with  the  most  laudable 
impartiality.  A  tenth  part  of  the  whole  was  set  apart 
for  the  church,  and  for  pious  uses;  a  portion  was 
next  allotted  to  a  sort  of  public  treasury;  a  part  was 
atsigncxl  to  the  widows  and  children  of  those  who 
had  fallen,  or  to  be  expended  in  masses  for  the  souls 
of  such  as  bad  left  no  surviving  family.  The  rest 
was  divided  amongst  the  outlaws,  according  to  their 
nnk  and  merit :  and  the  judgment  of  the  Ch'iet,  on 
til  such  doubtful  questions  as  occurred,  was  delivered 
with  freat  shrewdness  and  received  with  absolute 
tabmission.  The  Black  Knight  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  find  that  men,  in  a  state  so  lawless,  were 
nevertheless  among  themselves  so  regularlvand  equi- 
tably governed^  and  all  that  he  observed  added  to  his 
opinion  of  the  justice  and  judgment  of  their  leader. 

When  each  nad  taken  his  own  proportion  of  the 
booty,  and  while  the  treasurer,  accompanied  by  four 
ttli  yeomen,  was  transporting  that  belonging  to  the 
suite  to  some  place  of  concealment  or  of  security,  the 
portion  devoted  to  the  church  still  remained  unappro- 
priated. 

"I  would,"  said  the  leader,  "  we  could  hear  tidings 
of  our  joyous  chaplain— he  was  never  wont  to  be  ab- 
sent when  meat  was  to  be  blessed,  or  spoil  to  be  parted ; 
tnd  it  is  his  duty  to  take  care  of  these  the  tithes  of 
oor  auccessful  enterprise.  It  may  be  the  ofiice,  has 
helped  to  cover  some  of  his  canonical  irregularities. 
Awo,  1  have  a  holy  brother  of  his  a  prisoner  at  no 
fpeat  distance,  and  I  would  fain  have  the  Friar  to 
bdp  me  to  deal  with  him  in  due  sort— I  greatly  mis- 
iloabt  the  safety  of  the  bluff  priest" 

"1  were  right  sorry  for  that,"  sakl  the  Knight  of 
the  Fetterlock,  "for  I  stand  indebted  to  him  for  the 
\oy(f«B  hospitality  of  a  merry  night  in  his  cell.  Let  us 
to  the  ruins  of  the  castle ;  it  may  be  we  shall  there 
ieam  some  tidings  of  him." 

While  they  thus  spoke,  a  loud  shout  among  the 
yeomen  announced  ine  arrival  of  him  for  whom  they 
mred,  as  they  learned  from  the  stentorian  voice  of 
the  Friar  himself;  long  before  they  saw  his  burly 
person. 

*  Make  room,   mv  merry-men  I"   he  exclaimed ; 
room  for  your  godly  lather  and  his  prisoner— Cry 

welcome  once  more.— I  come,  noole  leader,  like  an 
esgle  with  my  prey  in  ray  dutch."— And  making  his 
way  through  tne  ring,  amidst  the  laughter  of  all 

*  TTtC  ntitrt  npon  the  t>iirle  wore  ancienttr  cslled  mott.  nnd 
V*  dutmstttsh^  in  Uie  old  treatim  on  hunting,  not  by  ma- 
9mk  ebsniet«n,  but  by  wriUta  >rordt. 
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around,' he  appeared  in  mtjestic  trimfiplL  hit  huge 
partisan  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  other  a  halter,  mia 
end  of  which  was  fastened  to  the  neck  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Isaac  of  York,  who,  bent  down  by  sorrow  and 
terror,  was  dntgged  on  by  th^ victorious  priest,  who 
shouted  aloud,  ^M^here  is  AUan-a-Dale,  to  chronicle 
me  in  m  ballad,  or  if  it  were  but  a  lay  1 — By  Saint 
Hermangild,  tbe  jingling  crowder  is  ever  out  of  the 
way  wh«r^  there  is  an  apt  theme  for  exalting  va- 
lour!" 

"Curtal  Priest,"  said  the  Captain,  "thou  hast 
been  at  wet  mass  this  morning,  as  early  as  it  is. 
In  the  name  of  Stint  Nicholas,  whom  hast  thou  got 
here?" 

"Aeaptive  to  mv  sword  and  to  my  knee,  noble 
Captain,^'  replied  the  Clerk  of  Copmanhtu-at ;  "  to 
my  bow  and  to  my  halberd,  I  should  rather  say ;  and 
yet  I  have  redeemed  him  by  my  divinity  from  a  worse 
captivity.  Speak,  Jew— have  I  not  ransomed  thee 
from  Sathanas?— have  I  not  taught  thee  thy  credo, 
thy  pater^  and  thine  Ave  Maria  ?— Did  1  not  spend 
the  whole  night  in  drinking  to  thee,  and  in  expound- 
ing of  mysteries  7" 

For  tho  love  of  God !"  ejaculated  the  poor  Jew, 
"  will  no  on^  take  me  out  of  the  keeping  ot  this  mad 
—I  mean  this  holy  man  ?" 

"  How's  this,  Jew  7"  said  the  Friar,  with  a  mena- 
cing aspect ;  "  dost  thou  recant,  Jew  7— Bethink  thee, 
if  thou  dost  relapse  into  thine  infidelity,  though  thou 
art  not  so  tender  as  a  suckUng  pig"— I  would  I  had 
one  to  break  my  fast  upon— thou  art  net  too  tough  to 
be  roasted !  Bo  conformeble,  Isaac,  and  repeat  the 
words  after  me.    Ave  Maria .'" 

"  Nay,  we  will  have  no  profanation,  mad  Priest," 
said  Locksley;  "let  us 'rather  hear  where  you  found 
this  prisoner  of  thine." 

"  By  Saint  Dunstan,"  saki  the  Friar,  "  I  found  hira 
where  I  sought  for  belter  ware  I  I  did  step  into  the 
cellarage  to  see  what  might  be  rescued  there  i  for 
though  a  cup  of  burnt  wine,  with  spice,  be  an  even- 
ing's draught  for  an  emperor,  it  were  waste,  me- 
thought,  to  let  so  much  good  liquor  be  mulled  at  once ; 
and  I  had  caught  up  one  runlet  of  sack,  and  was 
coming  to  call  more  aid  among  these  lazy  knaves, 
who  are  ever  to  seek  when  a  gockl  deed  is  to  be  done, 
when  I  was  advised  of  a  strong  door-^Aha !  thought 
I,  here  is  the  choicest  iuice  off  all  in  this  secret  crypt ; 
and  the  kiuivo  buder,  being  disturbed  in  his  vocatioa, 
hath  left  the  key  in  the  doot^ln  there(ore  I  went, 
and  found  just  naught  besules  a  commodity  of  rusted 
chains  andfthis  dog  of  a  Jew,  who  presently  rendered 
himself  my  prisoner,  rescue  or  no  rescue.  I  did  but 
refhe»»h  myself  after  the  fatigue  of  the  actk>n,  with  the 
imbeliever,  with  one  hummmg  cup  of  sack,  and  was 
prooseding  to  lead  forth  my  captive,  when,  crash  after 
crash,  af  with  wild  thunder-dint  and  levin-fire,  down 
toppled  the  masoniY  of  an  outer  tower,  (marry  be- 
shrew  their  hands  that  built  it  not  the  firmer  I)  and 
blocked  up  the  passage.  The  roar  of  one  falling 
tower  followed  another— I  gave  up  thought  of  life; 
and  deeming  ijt  a  dishonour  to  one  of  my  profession 
to  pass  out  of  this  world  in  company  with  a  Jew,  I 
heaved  up  my  halberd  to  beat  his  brains  out;  but  I 
took  pity  on  his  gray  Ifairs,  and  judged  it  better  to  lay 
down  the  partisan,  and  take  up  my  spuitual  weapon 
for  hit  conversion.  And  truly,  by  the  blessing  of  Saint 
Dunstan,  the  seed  has  been  sown  in  f^ood  soil ;  only 
that,  with  speaking  to  him  of  mysteries  through  the 
whole  night,  and  being  in  a  manner  fasting,  (for  the 
few  draughts  of  sack  which  I  sharpened  mv  wits 
with  were  not  worth  marking,)  my  head  is  well  nigh 
dizzied,  I  trow.— But  1  was  clean  exhausted.— Gilbert 
and  Wibbald  know  in  what  state  they  found  ma— 
quite  and  clean  exhausted." 

"We can  bear  witness,"  said  Gilbert;  "for  when 
we  had  cleared  away  the  ruin,  and  by  Soint  Dunstan's 
help  lighted  unon  the  dungeon  stair,  we  found  the 
runlet  of  sack  naif  empty,  the  Jew  half  dead,  and  die 
Friar  inore  than  half— exhausted,  as  he  calls  it." 

"Ye  be  knaves!  ye  lie  I"  retorted  the  offended 
Friar:  "it  was  you  and  your  gormandizing  compan- 
ions that  drank  np  the  sack,  and  called  it  your  morn- 
ing draught— I  am  a  pagan,  an  I  kept  it  not  fur  the 
Captain^Bowntbroau   But  what  redui^^^^Fha  Jaw 
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ifl  convertfTcf,  and  iindorstandsi  all  I  hnre  toM  htm, 
Very  ni;»rly,  if  not  nltn'^i-ih^r,  as  wt-II  ay  iiiys».-ll"" 

'•'Jew,'"  K.i'A  the  ( ':ii»rnin,  "is  iliis  true  )  liast  thou 
rcnoiirior'l  tiiiiio  uMl.-l.if .'" 

"Mriv  I  fit)  lirnl  ui'^rry  in  your  pvc»s,"  paid  the  Jew, 
"as  1  ksjow  not  ufn-  wimi  w'hi«;li  tlic  n-vm-nd  jirt-jai'; 
fqinkr  to  me  all  thi.<*  t'l  aniil  rii.rUr.  Alas!  I  wii.<«  su 
(iiytr:ii.L'lit  with  ;i£r>*.'H',  aiwi  fc-ar,  and  iiTUt\  that  had 
our  hi)ly  ladi'T  .\:>raliaiii  yonic  li>preacli  to  nic,  hu  iiad 
lounM  liiit  n  rii-nl' Ii.-'..!:<  r." 

'"riioii  Ii('«t,  Ji  w,  and  thou  kiiouvst  thoii  dosf,'' 
saiii  tho  Friar;  "1  will  n  iiiinvi  ihi.y  but  of  on«.'  word 
of  our  c.>nf»-rin''r— !l'.«)u  flidst  proinJM'  to  jjivi;  all  tliy 
tfiil'-r.ui.-r  to  «i..r  h'-I)  n.-.i.T." 

^'So  hrlp  nif  thv  I*r'HM:3n,  fair  pir.s"  Fair!  I.'aa'', 
evpn  inori:  ul.irni'd  than  lu*:"or»',  "as  no  .«iwh  >.iuiid'* 
»'wr  (.■r«i^r«ed  my  l'|»-«!  Alas!  I  am  a:i  atn  d  lH-;^---ar"ti 
man— I  fear  nic  n  ciiddlv..-s— have  ruiii  on  ini-,  ajid  let 
nil-  '-'ol'" 


burti  t  of  the  Knipnt  wa«  pivrn  v.  ith  mch  8rmi{!Tk 
and  i^iMAl-will.  that  the  Knar  lo.led  head  ovtrh«t!i 
upon  tiie  plain,  to  tlit-  L-reat  nniazcn.'i-nt  of  &!!  the 
s'pirialijrs.  Hut  In* arose neitht  rsniny iiorc*rL!!=t-lr.l|«, 

"Brotlur.'"  <-ai<l  he  to  tlu:  Knivtiii.  "tuou  &r:iniij!«t 
liavi*  urtt-t'i  ihv  sin  n:;th  with  nion-  dij«frtln^n.  I  hii 
niunihii-d  liMt  a  laino  mass  nn  thou  liaii.^r  iirukm  my 
;  iw.  f.ir  lIurpifx-rpiayHill  that  wants  th»'i.i'tlnri-iif>i'j. 
.\i;>\rtii»-iij*«,  iiun;li.s  my  hand,  in  IririMi!/ wifn-^'s, 
'hat  I  wdl  Lxchani-'o  no  mori-  i-nfP**  viiiii  th«*f.  Ii:.v:ng 
l:«vn  a  lo.Hr  l-y  ih*- hartir.  Kn«:  now  n)!  unkiniiai-sp. 
Let  u.>j  put  till.'  Jl-w  to  ran«om,  t^.m-v  tin.-  ji.f.-jani  «;ii 
ri.»i  fhantic  hi.H  s*pot.«,  ana  a  Jiw  he  \%i!l  contaiin 
to  h.^" 

'"I'lto  rrifPt,"'  said  Ch.nunt,  "i^  not  half  .■o  confi. 
df  iif  i;f  tli«-  Jew's  cMM\erb'iun,  tinee  he  rcoc-ivm  ihsl 
liu:il  t  on  ihtM-ar." 

''(io  III,  hH!i\c',  uhat  i)rari«ii  thou  of  cunvep-ioiw? 

wli:ii,  is  ihi.n;  ti«)   n+iHi't  ?— nil  ma.-tir*  ani!  tio 


'•>»'ay,"  said  the  Friar,  "if  thou  dost  retra'"»  vt^ws  "  m«  n  .'—I  ii-II  iln.r,  fellow.  I  u-.is  Honii-wi.Mt  lofyikhin 
mndi-  HI  favour  ol'  huly  Chureh,  thou  muet  do  pen-  i  1  n.o.ivid  tin.'  ::ni»(i  kiuuht'*  I  luw.  i>r  I  luirl  kfj-imy 
aniN'."  I  uro'idd  undi  r  i'.     Kut  an  ihnu  t;i\u  si  moru  of  :l,  ihou 

Aeeordini'ly.  h.-  rai-snl  hishallKnl,  atjrl  would  havj*  |  alMJt  kain  I  <.'an  ^:ve  as  well  as  lake." 
hiid  the  stafV  iif  ir  luxiily  nri  the  Jew's  shoiilr].  r-,  had  |      "*  IV-.ire  all !"  saia  the  (..'aptain.     '*  .And  thoy.  Jr»-, 
n«i!  the  IJIaek  Krii::lil  «it"i'pi.^i  iht;  hlow,  a:id  tlierohv  !  think  of  thy  ran«om;  thou  ni-»citst  not  tn  K- tulti  l.'iai 
transf.'mxl  the  Ih.W  (.'!i  ik's  ris«-niui"nt  lo  himst-jl.  I  fijy  raefare  hrld  to  ho  a<'ri!r:«ed  in  ali  (.  hri'-'irincnr:!- 

"  Ky  Snint  Thoin"i.s  of  Kt-ni."'  s.mhI  he,  "an  I  huikl*     niunin.-s.  and  trust  ni'-  that  woeajinol  ♦r.di.rMkypiv 
to  my  :fonr,  I  wdl  i«arh  i\u.->\  sir  la/.v  lovi-r.  to  niell  :  .-ein-e  anionu'  us.    Think,  tin  n.:uri-,  '>f  an  ulhr,  wiiili 
with   thine  own   muilers,   Jitauger  thine  iron   casfe    1  ( xamiMea  pr.s'oiitriif  auoih'-r  i-ast." 
there!"  I      '"  >Vere  manv  of  Froiit-<le-l)uuf 'i  men  laktnr 

"Nay,  \}o  not  wroth  with  nu-."  said  the  Kniifht :    demandfd  llie  JUack  Knitrht. 
"thou  knowc'si  1  aui  :iiy."rworn  friend  and  •■omrafe.'   I      "A«»ne  of  note  mouiJili   to  put   to  ransom."  an* 

"  I  knownosuf^h  tiiMiL',"' answen-iilheFnar;  "and  I  f-werul  the  t.'aitairi ;  "  a  f-*t  of  lilliiiiiL'  l»  llii\'>ih*» 
defy  fhir  fora  inid<j!ii:.:  eox'-unbl"'  | 

''iV:iy,  hut,"  »a:  1  tiio  Kunlii.  who  Frenicd  to  trdir  | 
a  p!:  a^iire  in  pri)'.iil;i!i-'  hisiiUMHihi'i!  Iinst.  "  i!a^f  tlnni 
forpifi"  n  how,  llint  for  my  sikc  Mor  1  say  niiilnPi:  uf 
the  letuptation  oftne  t'iii.<<»u  :ii,d  ihc  pasty)  tintu  dl..sl 
bre'i!;  fhy  vowuf  f:i-«t  and  vi-.-il  .'" 

"Truly,  frirnd,"'  r^nM  liie  Friar,  eh-nchin.:;  hia  hv'^n 
fiat,  "  I  will  hi  «-inv  a  hulll-i  on  ther." 

"1  rii-eept  of  iiu  surh  iin-serils,"  said  theKni^dit; 
"I  am  enuleiit  to  saki-  thy  eull*  as  a  loui!,  bui  1  will 
npny  thie  with  usury  a.s  «ieep  as  t-vor  thy  prisoner 
iImtc  cxa'tiil  in  hi-*  traflii-." 

"  I  will  provr  fhnt  pres«  nily,"  .said  the  Friar. 

"lli'lal*'  irrinl  die  ('nptain,  "what  art  thnu  afler, 
jnad  Friar?  lirawlluL'  hiiu  nth  our  Trjsfinjz-in  e  .'"      i 

"Xo  hrawhui.'.'"   said   the  Ku'^'ht,  "it   is  i'ut   a] 


were,  whom  we  dismiss^'d  to  find  them  u  luvr  nnf- 
nr— inou-Ji  ha<l  hem  done  tut  nv»-n.:e  fiid  [.ntn*; 
ilif  liiMudi  of  them  WIT"  not  wnrih  a  iar'ii«'».  Tit 
prisoner  1  Si-i;ik  of  is  htJirr  l.isi.r;.  — :«  in.ly  i\\.,j\i 
ridimr  lo  viKt  li;sleman,  an  I  may  ludvi  l'>  J::-l."r«^- 
•jr-.iT  and  weari:iL'-aii|-.an  I.— Here  c'lmi-rh ':!.,•  '.uTilif 
pri'late,  as  p<rt  as  a  i-ytt."'  And,  biiMn  n  iw  j»w 
iiwn,  was  hnaiL'ln  U'lt'tre  tin-  «ih;tn  ilir«i:i.  i.if  j:u  l.u; 
law  Chief,  our  oM  friend,  rrior  Ajmer  of  Jcna-Ji. 


friendly  inten-hairjreiilj-ourr.sy. — Friar,  strike  an  thou  I 
i1art+t — I  will  stand  tliy  bluw,  if  thou  wilt  niand  ' 
mine," 

"Thou  ha*t  tho  advantasro  with  that  iron  pot  on 
thy  lu-afl."  8aul  the  ehunhuian  ;  "hut  liuve  at  tii.-.— 
f)<"iwn  t-w^u  L"»i  si.  T'\i  thuu  wtrt  Cloliaih  of  <.!.iiii  i:i 
his  brn/»':i  h'-luiet," 

The  Friar  bnnnl  his  bniwny  arm  up  to  ti;r  « Ihow. 
and  i^iiirtlnt:  his  full  st-  n^'fli  !«>  die  blow,  ^.jvi-  iln; 
Kniimi  a  hiidli  ma;  mi-'hl  havo  f«  Iji.d  uu  ox.  I'm  his 
advrT'iary  MimjiI  rliiii  as  a  n/ek.  A  loUil  .-lioiii  was 
utfi'p.d  by  all  tin;  veoiiKii  an^imd  ;  fur  tin?  Cj-rk'^ 
("lit}' WIS  pp)\irbi'd  a:iinn.f.*t  t'lem,  a'l'l  lh»n!  wi-n* 
lew  vvhi».  J  a  jesr  or  larnesi,  had  nut  had  oceasiim  in 
know  Its  vi:-'our. 

".\'«»w,  l*ri' >t,"  said  the  Kni.'''!,  pullintr  m'F  his 
prmnlli'l,  '  ifl  hid  v.-innu  •  ufi  my  Ik  ail,  I  w.ll  have 
none 'in  my  hand-  •*-i;"!il  fust  ii-'.i  tri:«-  man."' 

"  'i''/i/;.vi  uienm  *'<t!i  rii-'uh.'.'nri-l  biiVi  iiivrn  my 
cheek  til  ilusiuil-  r,"  .-i  :  tiie!*ii--i;  "  uu  l!i.»:i  eausi 
}»lir  m-  I'r.iin  ih-  •':»'it.  j.  iii>w,  I  wlII  frttlj  U.sluw  u\\ 
tlii-i»  th.^  J<  w's  r.'ij.».in:."' 

So  e;..ik.'  'le  l-urly  i*ri'Vi,  assi  nnn; 
hi;,'h  defj;inee.     lliil  w:;o  i:i:iy  n  s!r-l  nis  late  ?    Tl 
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Flnw'T  nf  warri'ir*. 

H'»w  iif't  M  nil  Ti:-.!".  [,:trti>i.  i 

Mmi.i.:  Ai  Hiiliii  ii-tii  iiuhiril  p>-iiiiT  ilrrrM^ 
r'i*ii(l>-iiiiii':tf  niinf  !•■  di  ulii  .uiil  mjii:i    '.n  i-ii  v, 
Kuii.'MMiii.'ii;  liiiii  or  i-Ujiiio',  Uireatfiiiii^'  tin.-  't'^-vr. 


'"P.w  inti-ri  iii:i"«>  of  jiniff  wiMi  Tlicj»»il>  prit-^'  i«i'iil  oi:iir*».y 
nnt  III"  cli'irii-  fi-r  \»i:!i  \l,:  li.ini  I.,  il"  :otii;iin-i->,  n  lel  liiiii  ."-iJii. 

Ill  !!.!•  x-rs  r.i'-iiii|.  •mii.:i in  Mi"  mi-ji  i-t  <if  lii<  .->iiv<-iiliiri>>  m 

fii-  Ml-  >  l.-i:i-t.  .'I'lil  '-I-  r-  !.i-n  friip-  j|iiti.'»..  ji  h  n-f-iirili.ii  i.n* 

I  •■  •■«<*!■. |>i.'.-.l  II      l-.-l"!-!'--  ^.•.■.•.'■|>^M||^  Miltlir-.  Ul|isi>  il  ITI-IHi'T 

II'  •i--r'irii.v  111-  ■■;■  'i.i:  i.t  v.  .i,  '.lii-  umi  nf  |i|«  i<Miii-||<:iI  hiif- 
.;ir.  .-Ml  I  .■  ;n  ."i«  i'u.ir'.  .•  i!  ■.■.  Ill  .-in'  e  i-  i-iiril't-i.::"  »ii  tjii*  t>nf 

II  '  ur>."T:t  f-i.  ■III.'  Km,'  ■•'.111  li.nh  !  W-  n  tnn-  mini  iiii<l  n - 
r.  ivcil  a  I  I'liv  wiin-li  -tu.-^'-rf.!  'nm  In  r.'|ii;t:ii.  I  .imii.:  MfM- 
OiiPiv  \%:i\.-ii   I..X   I  :ii>.l.  ,1    |-;ii.  ■!.<(>  iiiikl.ouii,   1   Im.-Iii!«i>.  lu  Mil* 

■-;»i.>  iiii-ii  iil'l'i"  iiiiHi-'!!  :iM-».  Ill-  n-i.nir.'.i  Jiu"  tu\  no  lln-  t  !,r 
tf'n  .ih-'i  inU'O'ff  11*  r«»  kii'  h'\*  :iii'ii.'nii|-!  mi  tin-  niinf  —Se',li\ 


The  captive  .Ahhoi's  features  and  mannii-r*  (J-- 
bitiii  :i  \Miitii.-!i:il  mixiiae  of  ntii  Tiii..d  ;  r.«:r-,  'j.w.i^-' 

.  raiiiT'd  loi.ipiry  and  boc!;!y  nrit-r. 

"  \S  riv,  li'iw  M'W,  my  nia«-i«  rs  ?"  .«n!'!  h*'.  w 'h  i 

.  voier  jUH-iiiili  aliihrei  liiiii'UMi.'-wi  r«bli  mi-".  "W.'- 

.  iinli  r  is  ili's  anmiiii  y«*  \  !?•■  \e  Tniks  nr  I  iir-'i-i^-S 
ili:it  haiuile  a  eiiuiehmnn  .*— Kimw  \i:  wbrit  !*  ;^ 
iiKi/ufi  i-niMitfrt'  in  ••*  rnj.i  Ih.-nmi  /  \t-  l::\'.- :.■.'• 
ij:  p  il  my  m.-iils-  lorn  my  ei-jH-  of  ei:ri"us  n.:  iii"^. 
\N»ileli  iin.:;l«t  li:ive  s-  rxf  d  a  e:iril.ii;d  I  — .Vrin'l:-  r.iii"!' 

:  elarr  WwUlrl   have  b"  n   a»   his   /.(rr,.'?j;;if.'.v?.-..  .i  rw." 

I  hill  I  am  pl.ie:i!ile,  ainl  if  y  oiib  r  form  u.\  i  r^l.'n}*- 
;  riif.iM  my  bn'ihrt  !i.  afid  n  sTiii--  my  ni.  !'.>.  tiii  ■•o»i» 
!  VMiii  all  spiTiJ  a  h.iiidnd  erowii«  to  !■••  e\i  .•■:•.■;  n 
i  iiiii-'-i-'al  Mil"  hi.i!i  all;irof  JMr\rii.lx  .\i'b.  ..  r:i!il  m  :"■■ 
\  y.Hir  \ow  to  ejii  no  vi-'i:<i-n  uniil  n^  .\t  r-i;!'«i>'  :'• 
!  Imiv  !u-  von  slini'i  In  ar  1  'tU:  mon  i-I  It..--  m:i.:  fn-.'- 
i  '"Ib^Iv  Faih'.r,"  said  tiii-  eii:,  f  «  Mi'Kiw,  - r.  ^:\-\r* 
!  me  to  mink  rl.:;r  vou  m:iv<-  iih  t  uitji  ^  iiii  i. -;:.-•■  :t-ni 
m  his  part.  1  any  of  my  follow t  i.s,  as  eai:y  lor  3 our  lar.'ui.y  i»i:-- 
hi-ri>ioii."' 

•' l-.-i-ji- !*'  I  elio!  d    tin*   firie-f.   rni*'»i!rnv  -i  It  li*i 

.  nvllij  ?oii.' of  the  ^.■Ivnn  leji.nT;  "J  wu-  i.'.-i'-- 1 : !.? 

;'o  iioi.iiil  of  :i-'.»d  r.U'      iiii'ih   !•  ^-  fi-r  a  i  |.;  «r->;- 

l^ir li-ssfor  fi  i'p..-i    and  1- f.stof  ::il  fortfii  l*r. ■■ri:"i.* 

li'i't'.  eoiumnuiiy  oi  Jvi*v:iul\.     lb  v  1.-  a  ;  ri':i:ii  ":- 
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what  18  broken  and  spoilecl  tmoiiR  thear  rade  hands, 
■uch  as  my  pouncet-box  and  silver  crisping- tonap" 
**It  is  impossible  that  Allan-8-Dale  can  nave  thus 
treated  a  roan  of  your  reverend  bearing,"  replied  the 
Captain. 

1 1  is  tme  as  the  gcspel  of  Saint  Nicodemus,"  said 
the  Prior ;  "  he  swore,  with  many  a  cruel  north-coun- 
try oath,  that  he  would  hang  me  up  on  the  highest 
tree  in  the  greenwood." 

^*Did  he  so  in  very  deed?  Nay,  then,  reverend 
father,  I  think  you  had  bettir  comply  with  his  de- 
mands— for  Allan-a-Dale  is  the  very  man  to  abide  by 
his  word  when  he  has  so  pledged  it."* 

"Vou  do  but  jent  with  me,"  said  the  astounded 
Prior^  with  a  forced  laugh;  **and  I  love  a  good  jeet 
with  all  rny  heart  But,  na !  ha !  ha !  when  the  mirth 
hus  lasted  tho  Uvelong  night,  it  is  time  to  be  grave  ih 
the  morning." 

"And  I  am  as  grave  as  a  father  confessor,"  replied 
the  Outlaw;  "you  must  pay  a  round  ransom,  Sir 
Prior,  or  yoiu*  convent  is  likely  to  be  called  to  a  new 
election  ;  for  your  place  will  know  you  ao  more." 

**Ai3B  ye  Christians,"  said  the  Prior,  "and  hold 
this  lansoiage  to  a  churchman  V* 

** Christians!  ay.  marry  are  we,  and  have  divinity 
among  as  to  boot,  answered  the  Outlaw.  "Let  our 
buxom  chanlain  stand  forth,  and  expound  to  this 
revi?rend  father  the  texts  which  concern  this  matter." 
The  friar,  half-drunk,  half-sober,  had  huddled  a 
friar's  frock  over  his  green  cassock,  and  now  sum- 
moning together  whatever  scraps  of  lenming  he  hqd 
acquired  by  role  in  former  days,  "Holy  father,"  said 
h^  **  Dcu»  facmt  salvam  benienitatem  veatram — 
You  are  welcome  to  the  greenwo»>d." 

"  What  profane  mummery  is  this?"  said  the  Prior. 
"Kriend,  if  thoii  be'st  indeed  of  the  church,  it  were  a 
better  deed  to  show  me  how  I  ma v  escape  from  these 
men's  hands,  than  to  stand  ducking  and  grinning 
here  like  a  morris-dancer." 

"Truly,  n-vt^rcnd  fnihor,"  said  the  Friar,  "I  know 
but  one  mode  in  which  thou  mayst  escape.    This  is 
Saint  Andrew's  day  with  us.  we  are  taking  our  tithes." 
"  But  not  of  the  church,  then,  I  trust,  my  good  bro- 
ther?" said  the  Prior. 

"Of  church  and  Iny,"  said  the  Priar:  "  and  there- 
fore. Sir  Prior,  /oct/c  robis  amicos  <U  Mammonc 
iniquilatia — Make  yourselves  friends  of  the  Marn- 
inon  of  unrighteousness,  for  no  other  friendship  is 
like  to  serve  your  turn." 

"I  love  a  jolly  woodsman  at  heart,"  said  the  Prior, 
softening  his  tone ;  "come,  ye  must  not  deal  loo  hard 
with  me — I  know  well  of  woodcraft,  and  can  wind  a 
horn  clear  and  lustily,  and  hollo'  till  every  oak  rings 
again— -Come,  ye  must  not  deal  too  hard  with  me." 

**  Give  him  a  horn,"  said  the  Outlaw ;  "  we  will 
prove  the  skill  he  boasts  of" 

The  Prior  Aymer  winded  a  blast  accordingly.  The 
Captuin  shook  his  head. 

Sff  Prior,"  he  said,  "thou  blowest  a  nierry  note, 
^nt  it  may  not  ransom  thee — we  cannot  aflbrd,  as  the 
«gend  on  a  good  knight's  shield  hath  it,  to  set  thee 
free  for  a  blast.  Moreover,  I  have  found  thee— thou 
^rt  one  of  those,  who,  with  new  French  graces  and 
Tra-li-ras,  disturb  the  ancient  English  bugle  notes.— 
Prior,  that  last  flourish  on  the  recheat  hatn  added 
fifty  crowns  to  thy  ransom,  for  corrupting  the  true  old 
nianlr  blasts  of  venerie." 

"  Well,  friend,"  said  the  Abbot,  peevishly,  "  thou 
»rt  ill  to  please  with  tr^y  woodcnifl.  I  pray  thee  be 
tiwre  conforinahh  in  this  matter  of  my  ransom.  At 
a  word— since  I  must  needs,  for  once,  hold  a  candle 
to  the  deril— what  ransom  am  I  to  pay  for  walking 
on  Watling-street,  without  having  fifty  men  at  my 
Daek  ?" 

"Were  it  not  well,"  said  the  Lieutenant  of  the  gang 
apart  to  the  Captain,  "  that  the  Prior  should  name 
toe  Jew's  ransom,  and  the  Jew  name  the  Prior's  ?" 

"Thou  art  a  mad  knave,"  said  the  Captain,  "but 
tty  plan  iranHcrnds!— Here,  Jew,  step  forth— Look 
•t  that  holy  Father  Aymer,  Prior  of  the  rich  Abbey 

«A  eommit^rr  it  nid  to  have  roceivod  limilar  eonaolation 
•nMnn  Cfrrtoin  riimmiuiilcrin-chier,  to  whom  he  complained 
«)«t  k  e«nm-al  officer  liad  tucd  some  suel)  Uueai  tuwmrdi  him 
•B*hftt  m  thA  text. 


of  JorrauiLaiid tell  vm  at  what  rana6ra we  thould 
hold  him  7— Thou  knowest  the  income  of  hia  convent 
I  warrant  thee." 

"O,  assuredly,"  said  Isaac  "I  have  trafficked 
vrith  the  good  fadiers,  and  bought  wheat  and.  bariey, 
and  ftonts  of  the  earth,  and  also  moch  wooL  O,  it  is  ^ 
a  rich  abbey-stede^  and  they  do  Uve  upon  the  fat,  and 
drink  tlie  sweet  wines  upon  the  lees,  these  good  fath- 
ers of  Jorvaulx.  Ah,  if  an  outcast  like  me  had  such 
a  home  to  go  to.  and  such  incomings  by  the  year  ajid 
by  the  month,  I  would  pay  much  gold  and  ^ver  to 
redeem  mv  caprivity." 

"Hound  of  a  Jew  I"  exclaimed  the  Prior,  "no  one 
knows  better  than  thy  own  cursed  self,  that  our  holy 
house  of  God  is  indebted  for  the  finbbing  of  our  chan- 
cel"  

"  And  for  tlte  storing  of  your  cellars  in  the  last  sea- 
son with  the  due  allowance  of  Gascon  wine,"  inter- 
rupted the  Jew ;  "  but  that— that  is  smdll  matters." 

^'Hear  the  infidel  dogl"  said  the  churchman ;  "he 
Jangles  as  if  our  holy  community  did  come  under  debts 
for  the  wines  we  have  a  Ucense  to  drink,  »r(>p/cr  n«- 
cfSMiaterrif  et  ad  fri^us  depellendum.  The  circum* 
cised  villain  blasphemeth  the  holy  church,  and  Chria 
tian  men  listen  and  rebuke  him  not  I" 

"All  this  helps  nothing,"  said  the  leader.— "Isaac 
pronounce  what  he  may  pay,  without  flaying  bulb 
hide  and  hair." 

"An  six  hundred  crowns,"  said  Isaac,  "the good 
Prior  might  well  pav  to  your  honoured  valoun^  and 
never  sit  less  softm  his  stall." 

"Six  hundred  crowna"  said  the  leader,  gravely; 
"I  am  contented— thou  hast  well  spoken  Isaac— six 
hundred  crowns.— It  is  a  sentence.  Sir  Prior." 

"  A  sentence !— a  sentence!"  exclaimed  the  band} 
"  Solomon  had  not  done  it  better."  , 

"  Thou  hearest  thy  doom,  Prior,"  said  the  leader. 

"  Ve  are  mad,  my  masters,"  said  the  Prior ;  "where 
am  1  to  f)nd  such  a  sum  ?  If  I  sell  the  very  pyx  and 
candlesticks  on  the  altar  at  Jorvaulx,  I  shall  scarce 
raise  the  half;  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose that  I  go  to  Jorvaulx  myself;  ye  may  retam  as 
borrows*  my  two  priests:" 

"That  win  be  hut  blind  trust,"  said  the  Outlaw; 
"  we  will  retain  ihee.  Prior,  and  send  them  to  fetch 
thy  ransom.  Thou  shah  not  want  a  cup  of  wine  and 
a  coUop  of  venison  the  while ;  and  if  thou  lovest  wood- 
craft, thou  shalt  see  such  as  your  north  country  never 
witnessed." 

"Or,  if  so  please  vou,"  said  Isaac,  willing  to  curry 
favour  with  the  outlaws,  "I  can  send  to  York  for  the 
six  hundred  crowns,  out  of  certain  moneys  in  ray 
hands,  if  so  be  that  the  moet  reverend  Prior  present 
will  srant  me  a  quittance." 

"He  shall  grant  thee  whatever  thou  dost  list, 
Isaac,"  gaid  the  Captaui ;  "  and  thouslialt  lav  down 
the  rcttemption  money  for  Prior  Aymer  as  well  as  for 
thyself."  "  '  ^ 

For  myself  I  ah.  courageous  sirs,"  said  the  Jew ; 
"I  am  a  bmken  and  impoverished  man;  a  beggar's 
staff  must  be  my  portion  through  lifie,  supposing  I 
were  to  pay  you  nftv  crowns." 

"Tlie  Prior  shalljudge  of  that  matter,"  replied  the 
Captain.— "How  say  you  Father  Aymer  1  Can  the 
Jew  aftbrd  a  good  ransom  7" 

"  Can  he  aflbrd  a  ransom  7"  answered  the  Prior— 
"  Is  he  not  Isaac  of  York,  rich  enough  to  re<leem  the 
captivity  of  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel,  who  were  led  inio 
Assyrian  bondage  ?— I  have  seen  but  Httle  of  him  roV' 
self^  but  our  cellarer  and  treasurer  have  dealt  largely 
with  him,  and  report  says  that  his  house  at  York  is,  so 
full  of  gi)ld  and  silver  as  is  a  shame  in  any  Christian  • 
land.  Marvel  it  is  to  all  living  Christian  hearte 
that  such  gnawing  adders  should  be  suftercd  to  eat 
into  the  bowels  of  the  state,  and  even  of  the  holy 
church  hersell^  with  foul  usunes  and  extortions." 

"Hold,  father,"  said  the  Jew,  "mitigate  and  as- 
suage your  choler.  I  pray  of  your  reverence  to  remem  • 
her  that  I  force  my  moneys  upon  no  one.  But  when 
churchman  and  Uyman,  prince  and  prior,  kniudit  and 
priest,  come  knocking  to  Isaac's  door,  they  borrow 
not  his  shekels  with  these  uncivil  terms.    It  is  th«n 

*  Borffhi,  or  borrowi.  •ignifle^  pledge*.    Heocit  our  word  w 
'    jteoucMtveslonrtois  wliatislcst* 
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fViend  liaac,  will  yon  pleasure  ofl  in  this  matter,  and 
onr  day  BhaJl  be  truly  kept,  so  G^  »a'  ine?~Bnd 
Kind  Isaac,  if  ever  you  sen'ed  man,  show  yourself  a 
friend  in  this  nocd  1  And  when  the  day  comes,  and  I 
ask  my  own,  then  wha4hearl  hut  Damned  Jew,  and 
The  curse  or  Eifypt  on  your  tribe,  and  ail  that  may 
Btir  up  the  rude  and  uncivil  populace  against  poor 
strangers !" 

*'  Prior."  said  the  Captain,  "  Jew  though  he  be,  he 
hath  in  this  spoken  well.  Do  thou,  thefeiore,  name 
his  ransom,  as  he  named  tliine,  without  farther  rude 
terms." 

**  None  but  lah-o/anwsua— the  Interpretation  where- 
of," said  the  Prior,  "will  I  ^ve  at  some  other  time 
aiid  tide—would  place  a  Christian  prelate  and  an  un- 
baptized  Jew  upon  the  same  bench.  But  since  ye 
require  me  to  put  a  price  upon  this  caitiff,  I  tell  you 
openly  that  ye  will  wron^  yourselves  If  you  take  fron» 
him  a  penny  under  a  thousand  crowns."  . 

"A  senicAce!— a  sentence!"  exclaimed  the  chief 
Outlaw. 

"A  sentence!— a  sentence!"  shouted  his  assessors ; 
•*tlie  Christian  has  shown  his  good  nurture,  and  dealt 
with  us  more  generously  than  the  Jew." 

"The  God  of  mv  fathers  help  me  I"  said  the  Jew; 
**  will  ye  bear  to  the  ground  an  impoverished  crea- 
ture?—I  am  this  day  childless,  and  will  ye  deprive  me 
of  the  means  of  livelihood  7" 
'  "Thou  wilt  have  the  less  to  provide  for,  Jew,  if  thou 
■rt  chikiless,"  said  Aymer. 

"Alas!  my  lord,"  said  Isaac,  "your  low  permits 
you  not  to  know  how  the  child  of  our  bosom  is  en- 

S wined  with  the  strings  6f  our  heart— O  Rebecca ! 
laughter  of  my  beloved  Rachel!  were  each  leaf  on 
that  tree  a  zecciiin,  and  each  zecchin  mine  own,  all 
that  mass  of  wealth  would  I  give  to  know  whether 
thou  art  alive,  and  escaped  the  hands  of  the  Naza- 
lene!" 

"Was  not  thy  daughter  dark-haired?"  said  one  of 
the  outlaws  j  "  and  wore  she  not  a  veil  of  twisted  sen- 
dal,  broid«^rwl  with  silver  ?" 

"She  did !— she  did  !"  said  the  old  man,  trembling 
with  eafferness,  as  formerly  with  fear.  "  The  blessing 
•f  Jacob  be  upon  thee!  canat  thou  tell  me  i^ught  of 
her  safety?" 

"It  was  she,  then,"  said  the  yeoman,  "who  was 
carried  oft'  by  the  proud  Templar,  when  he  broke 
through  our  ranks  on  yester-cven.  I  had  drawn  my 
bow  to  send  a  shaft  after  him,  but  spared  him  evtn 
for  the  sake  of  the  damsel,  who  I  feared  might  take 
harm  from  the  arrow." 

"Oh!"  answered  the  Jew,  "I  would  to  God  thou 
hadst  shot,  though  the  arrow  had  pierced  her  bosom ! 
^Better  the  tomb  of  her  fathers  than  the  dishonoura- 
ble couch  of  the  licentious  and  savage  Templar.  Icha- 
bod!  IchabodI  the  glory  hath  departed  from  my 
bouse!" 

"Friends,"  said  the  Chiefi  looking  round,  "  the  old 
man  ie  but  a  Jew,  natheless  his  gpef  touches  me.— 
Deal  uprightly  with  ua,  Isaac— will  paving  this  ran- 
som of  a  thousand  crowns  leave  thee  altogether  pen- 
niless?" 

Isaac,  recalled  to  think  of  bis  worldly  goods,  the 
love  of  which,  by  dint  of  inveterate  habit,  contended 
even  with  his  barental  affection,  fijrew  pale,  stammer- 
ed, and  coidd  not  deny  there,  might  be  some  small 
surplus. 

*'^Well— go  to— what  though  there  be,"  said  the 
Outlaw,  "  we  will  not  reckon  with  thee  too  closely. 
Without  treasure  thou  mayst  as  well  hope  to  redeem 
thy  chiW  froip  the  clutches  of  Sir  Brian  de  Bois-Guil- 
bert,  as  to  shoot  a  stag-royal  with  a  headless  shaft. 
—We  will  take  thee  at  the  same  ransom  with  Prior 
Aymer,  or  rather  at  one  hundred  crowns  lower,  which 
hundred  crowns  shall  be  mine  own  peculiar  loss,  and 
noc  iigt\t  upon  this  worshipful  community;  and  so  we 
maL  avoid  the  hemous  onence  of  rating  a  Jew  mer- 
chant as  high  as  a  Christian  prelate,  and  thou  wilt 
have  six  hundred  crowns  remaining  to  treat  for  thy 
daughter's  ransom.  Templars  love  the  glitter  of  sil- 
ver shekels  as  well  as  the  sparkle  of  black  eyes. — 
Hasten  to  make  thy  crovvrns  chink  in  the  ear  of  De 
Bois-Ouilbert,  ere  worse  comes  of  it.  Thou  wilt  find 
liim,  hB  our  toouta  have  brought  notice^  at  the  next 


Preceptory  house  of  his  Older.— Said  I  well,  mjr  meat 
mates?" 

The  yeomen  expressed  their  wonted  acQuiesoenee 
in  their  leaders  opinion  {  and  Isaac,  rrUeved  of  one 
half  of  his  apprehensions,  by  learning  that  hiidau^ 
ter  lived,  and  might  possibly  be  ransomed,  threw  him- 
self at  the  leet  of  the  generous  Outlaw,  and  rubbing 
his  beard  against  bis  bufJiins,  sought  to  kiss  the  hem 
of  his  green  cassock.  The  Captain  drew  himseU 
back,  and  exnicatcd  himself  from  the  Jew*h  graspi 
not  without  son\e  marks  of  contempt. 

"Nay,  beshrew  thee,  maiL  up  with  thee*  I  am 
English  bom,  and  love  no  sucn  Kastcrn  prostr-Jiiona 
—Kneel  to  God,  and  not  to  a  poor  sinner,  like  m^" 

"Ay,  Jew,"  said  Prior  Aymer;  "kneel  to  God,  as 
reprtseniid  in  the  servant  ofnis  altar,  and  who  kn«>wai| 
with  thy  sincere  repentance  and  due  gifts  to  the  slinnt 
of  Saint  Robert,  what  grnre  thou  mavst  acquin  for 
thyself  and  thy  dnuehter  Rebecca  ?  1  grieve  foi  the 
maiden,  for  shu  is  of  fair  oiidcomely  countenance-— I 
beheld  her  in  the  lists  of  Asnby.  Also  Brian  de  boU- 
Ouilberi  is  one  with  whom  I  may  do  roucli — beihiuk 
thee  how  thou  mayst  deserve  my  good  word  with 
him." 

"Alas!  alas!"  said  the  Jew,  "on  every  hand  the 
spoilers  arise  against  me— I  am  given  as  a  prey  unto 
tlie  Assyrian,  and  a  prey  unto  him  of  Egypt. 

"  And  what  else  shonld  be  the  lot  of  thy  accursed 
race?"  answcR^  the  Prior;  "for  what  saiih  holy 
writ,  rerbum  Domini  projcccrimt,  el  sajnenlia  eM 
nulla  in  ei*— they  have  cjast  forth  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  there  is  no  wisdom  in  tlum;  pi-opCerea 
dabo  muliere*  eorum  cxltrig—l  will  give  their  women 
to  strangers,  that  is  to  the  Templar,  as  in  tlie  present 
matter;  ct  ihesauros  eorum  Itaicdibus  aiietiis,  and 
their  treasures  to  others— as  in  the  present  case  to 
these  honest  gentlemen." 

Isaac  groaned  deeply,  and  began  to  wring  his  hand^ 
and  to  relnpse  into  his  state  of  desolation  anddespaiz. 
But  the  leader  of  tbt?  yeomen  led  him  a&ide. 

"Advise  thee  well,  Isaac,"  said  Lockslcy,  "what 
thou  wilt  do  in  this  matter ;  my  counsel  to  ihce  is  to 
tnake  a  friend  of  this  churchman.  He  is  vain,  Isaac, 
and  he  is  ctivetous ;  at  least  he  needs  money  to  supply 
his  profusion.  Thou  canst  easily  gratify  his  greed : 
for  think  not  that  I  am  blinded  by  thy  pretexts  of 
poverty.  1  am  intimately  acquainted,  Isaac,  with  the 
very  iron  chest  in  which  thou  dost  kttp  thy  monev-- 
bogs— What !  know  I  not  the  great  stone  beneath  the 
apple-tree,  that  leads  into  the  vaulted  chamber  under 
thy  garden  at  York?"  The  Jew  grew  as  pale  as 
death—"  But  fear  nothing  from  me,"  continued  ths 
yeoman,  "for  we  are  of  old  acquainted.  Dost  thou 
not  remember  the  sick  yeoman  whom  thy  fair  daugh- 
ter Rebecca  redeemed  from  the  gyves  at  York,  and 
kept  him  in  thy  house  till  his  health  was  restored, 
when  thou  didst  dismiss  him  recovered,  and  with  s 
piece  of  money?— Usurer  as  thou  art,  thou  didst  ne- 
ver olace  coin  at  better  interest  than  that  poor  aher 
mark,  for  it  has  ihia  day  saved  thee  five  hundred 
crowns." 

"And  thou  art  he  whom  we  called  Diccon  Bend- 
the- Bow?"  said  Isaac;  "I  thought  ever  I  knew  the 
accent  of  thy  voice." 

"I  am  Bend-the-Bow,"  said  the  Captain,  "atm 
Locksley.  and  have  a  good  name  besides  all  thc«c." 

"  But  thou  art  mistaken,  good  Bend-the-Bo^,  con- 
cerning that  same  vaulted  apartment.  So  help  ms 
Heaven,  as  there  is  naught  in  it  but  some  merchan* 
discs  which  I  will  gladly  part  with  to  vou— one  hun- 
dred yards  of  Lincoln  green  to  make  doublets  to  thy 
men,  and  a  hundred  staves  of  Spanish  yew  to  nuke 
bows,  and  one  hundred  silken  bow-strings,  tough, 
round,  and  soimd— these  will  I  send  ihcc  for  thy  good- 
will, honest  Diccon,  an  thou  wilt  keep  silence  about 
the  vault,  my  good  Diccon." 

"Silent  as  a  dormousei,"  said  the  outlaw;  "and 
never  trust  me  but  I  am  grieved  for  thy  daughter.  But 
I  may  not  help  it — The  Templar's  lances  are  too 
strong  for  my  archery  in  the  open  field— they  wotdd 
scatter  us  like  dust.  Had  I  but  known  it  was  Re 
becca  when  she  was  borne  off,  something  might  have 
been  done ;  but  now  thou  must  needs  proceed  by  policy 
Come,  shall  1  treat  for  thee  with  the  Prior  T* 
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*In  <9od'8  hwrne,  Dicc<m«  an  thoa  canst,  aid  me  to 
recover  the  child  of  my  bosom  I" 

**Do  nor  thou  interrupt  me  with  thine  ill-limed 
avarice,"  said  the  Outlaw,  **  and  I  will  deal  with  him 
u  thy  behalf." 

He  then  turned  from  the  Jew,  who  followed  him, 
however,  an  closely  as  his  shadow. 

"Prior  Aymer,"^  said  the  Captain,  "come  M»art 
with  me  under  this  tree.  Men  say  thou  dost  love 
wine,  and  a  lady's  smile,  better  than  beseems  thy 
Order,  Sir  Priest ;  but  with  that  I  have  naught  to  do. 
I  have  heard,  too,  thou  dost  love  a  brace  of  good  dogs 
and  a  fleet  horse,  and  it  may  well  be  that,  loving 
things  which  are  costly  to  come  by,  thou  hate-st  not 
a  purse  of  ^old.  ^But  I  have  never  heard  that  thou 
(fidit'love  oppression  or  cruelty.— Now,  here  is  Isaac 
^('illing  to  ^ve  thee  the  means  of  pleasure  and  pastime 
m  a  bag  containing  one  hundred  marks  of  silver,  if 
thy  intercession  with  thine  ally  the  Templar  shall 
avail  to  procure  the  freedom  of  his  daughter." 

"In  safety  and  honour,  as  when  taken  from  me," 
said  the  Jew,  "  otherwise  it  is  no  bargain." 

"Peace,  Isaac,"  said  the  Outlaw,  "or  I  give  up 
thine  intort^^i.— What  say  you  to  this  my  purpose, 
Prior  Ay mer?" 

."The  matter"  quoth  the  Prior,  "is  of  a  mixed  con- 
dition ;  for,  if  1  do  a  good  deed  on  the  one  hand,  yet, 
on  the  other,  it  goeth  to  the  vantage  of  a  Jew,  and  in 
.nuch  is  against   my  conscience.     Yet,  if  the 
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Uraelite  will  advantage  the  Church  by  givinj 
somewhat  over  to  the  building  of  our  dortour,*  i 
take  it  on  my  conscience  to  aid  him  in  the  matter  of 
his  daughter." 

"  For  a  score  of  marks  to  the  dortour,"  said  the 
Outlaw, — "  Be  still,  I  say,  Isaac !— or  for  a  brace  of 
silver  candleeticka  to  the  altar,  we  wUl  not  stand  with 
you." 

"Nay,  but,  good  Diccon  Bend-lhe-Bow"— said 
Isaac,  endeavouring  to  interpose. 

"  Good  Jew—good  beast— good  earthworm !"  said 
theyeomnn,  losingpaiicnce:  " an  thou  dost  go  on  to 
|MJt  thy  filthy  lucre  in  the  balance  with  thy  daughter's 
life  and  honour,  by  Heaven,  I  will  strip  thee  of  every 
maravedi  thou  hast  in  the  worid,  before  three  days 
are  out !" 

Isaac  shrunk  together,  and  was  silent 

"  And  what  pledge  am  I  to  have  for  all  this?"  sakl 
the  Prior. 

. "  When  Isaac  returns  successful  through  your  me- 
diation," said  the  Outlaw,  "I  swear  by  Saint  Hubert, 
I  will  see  that  he  pays  thee  the  money  in  good  silver. 
or  I  will  reckon  with  him  for  it  in  such  sort,  he  had 
better  have  paid  twenty  such  sums." 

"W^ll  then,.  Jew,"  said  Aymer,  "since  I  must 
ne«is  meddle  m  this  matter,  let  me  have  the  use  of 
thy  writing-tables— though,  hold— rather  than  use  thy 
pen,  I  would  fast  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  where 
•hall  I  find  one?" 

"'  If  your  holy  scruples  can  dispense  with  using  the 
Jew's  tablets,  for  the  pen  I  can  find  a  remedy,  said 
the  yeoman ;  and  bending  his  bow,  he  aimed  his  shaft 
at  a  wild-goose  which  was  soaring  over  their  heada, 
the  advanced- guard  of  a  phalanx  of  his  tribe,  which 
were  winging  their  way  to  the  distant  and  soUtary 
nns  of  Holderness.  Ttie  bird  camq  fluttering  down, 
transfixed  with  the  arrow. 

**  Th^re,  Prior,"  said  the  Captain,  "  are  quills  enow 
«to  supply  all  the  monks  of  Jorvaulxfor  the  next  hun- 
ared  years,  an  they  lake  not  to  writing  chronicles." 

The  Prior  sat  down,  and  at  great  leisure  indited  an 
epistle  to  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  and  having  care- 
fully sealed  up  the  tablets,  delivered  them  to  the  Jew, 
•«vmg.  "This  will  be  thy  safe-conduct  to  the  Precep- 
tory  of  Temp!estowe,  and,  as  I  think,  is  most  likely 
to  accomplish  the  delivery  of  thy  daughter,  if  it  be 
Well  backed  with  proffers  of  advanuge  and  com- 
"Hxlity  at  thine  own  hand ;  for.  trust  me  well,  the 
&od  Knight  Bois-Guilbert  is  of  their  confraternity 
that  do  naught  for  naught." 

Well,  Pnor,"  said  the  Outlaw,  "I  will  detain  thee 

yjo  longer  here  than  to  give  the  Jew  a  quittance  for 

the  six  hundred  crowns  at  which  thy  ransom  is 

fixed— J  accept  of  him  for  my  pay-master;  and  if  I 

•Dtmwr  or  dooaitory. 


hear  that  ye  boggle  at  allowing  him  in  hit  a^oompti 
the  sum  so  paid^by  liim,  Saint  Mary  refuse  me,  an  I 
bum  not  the  abbey  over  thine  head,  though  I  hang 
ten  years  the  sooner!" 

With  a  much  worse  grace  than  that  wherewith  ha 
had  penned  the  letter  to  Bois-Guilbert  the  Prior  wrote 
an  acquittance,  discharging  Isaac  of  York  of  six  hun- 
dred crowns,  advanced  to  fiim  in  his  need  for  acquittal 
of  his  ransom,  and  faithfully  promising  to  hold  true 
compt  vnih  him  for  that  sum. 

"  And  now,"  said  Prior  Aymer,  "I  will  pray  you  of 
restitution  of  my  mules  and  palfreys,  and  the  freedom 
of  the  reverend  brethren  attending  upon  me,  and  also 
of  the  gymmal  rings,  jewels,  and  fair  vestures,  oi 
which  I  have  been  despoiled,  having  now  satisfied 
you  for  my  ransom  as  a  true  prisoner." 

"  Touching  your  brethren.  Sir  Prior,"  said  Locks- 
ley,  "  they  shaft  have  present  freedom,  it  were  unjust 
to  detain  th^m ;  touching  your  horses  and  mules,  they 
shall  also  be  restored,  with  sych  spending-rnonev  h» 
may  enable  you  to  reach  York,  for  it  were  cruel  to 
deprive  you  of  ihe  means  of  journeying.— But  as  con- 
cerning rings,  jewels,  chains,  and  what  else,  you  must 
understand  that  we  are  men  of  tender  consciences 
and  will  not  yield  to  a  venerable  man  like  yourseli 
who  should  be  dead  to  the  vanities  of  this  Ufe,  the 
strong  temptation  to  break  the  rule  of  his  foundation, 
by  wearing  rings,  chains,  or  other  vain  gauds." 

"  Think  what  you  do,  my  masters,"  said  the  Prior, 
"  ere  you  put  your  hand  on  the  Church's  patrimony 
— These  things  are  inter  rc»  $acra*^  and  1  wot  not- 
what  judgment  might  ensue  w'ero  they  to  be  handled 
by  laical  hands." 

"  I  will  take  care  of  that,  reverend  Prior,"  said  tha 
Hermit  of  Copmaohurst ;  "for  I  will  wear  them  my- 
self." 

"  Friend,  or  brother,"  said  the  Prior,  in  answer  to 
this  solution  of  bis  doubts,  "if  thou  hast  really  taken 
religious  orders,  I  pray  thee  to  look  how  thou  wilt  an- 
swer to  thine  official  for  the  share  thou  hast  taken  in 
this  day's  work." 

"  Friend  Prior,"  returned  the  Hermit,  "  you  are  to 
know  that  I  belong  to  a  Utile  diocese,  where  I  am  mv 
own  diocesan,  mnd  care  as  little  for  the  Bishop  of  York 
as  I  do  for  the  Abbot  of  Jorvaulx,  the  Prior,  and  all 
the  convent." 

.  "Thou  art  utterly  irregular,"  said  the  Prior;  "one 
of  those  disorderly  men,  who,  taking  on  them  the  sa- 
cred character  without  due  cause,  profane  the  holy 
rites,  and  endanger  the  souls  of  those  who  take  coun* 
sel  at  their  hands ;  lapitUa  pro  vane  condononte*  iis^ 
giving  them  stones  instead  of  oread,  as  the  Vulgate 
hath  It." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Friar,  "an  my  brain-pan  could 
have  been  broken  by  Laun,  it  had  not  held  so  long 
together.- 1  say,  that  easing  a  worid  of  such  mis- 
proud  priesu  as  thou  art  of  their  jewels  and  their  gim- 
cracks,  is  a  lawful  spoiling  of  the  Egyptians." 

"Thou  be'st  a  hedge-priest,"*  said  the  Prior,  in 
great  wrath,  *^  excommunwabovoa." 

"  Thou  be'st  thyself  more  Uke  a  thief  and  a  heretic," 
said  the  Friar,  equally  indignant;  "I  will  pouch  up 
no  such  affront  before  my  parishioners,  as  thou  think- 
cst  it  not  shame  to  put  upon  me,  although  I  be  a  rev 
erend  brother  to  thee.  .  O'isa  ejua  pcrfrtngam,  I  will 
break  yoiu"  bones,  as  the  Vulgate  hatn  it." 

*  It  is  curioM*  to  obtorve,  that  in  ^vory  itato  of  tooiety,  aomm 
•ort  of  fhottir  eon«o(utioD  i»  provided  for  the  membem  of  the 
community^  though  amnmbled  for  purpow*  diamtftricftlljr  opt>0> 
site  to  reliirion.  A  snng  of  bef  Kan  havo  their  Patrico,  and  tha 
banditti  of  the  Apenninei  have  amonr  them  ponona  acting  u 
monkv  and  prieaiM.  br  wlion  Uiey  are  confeMod,  and  who  par* 
form  ma<t«  before  Uicm.  Un<)U(*«tionablr.  tuch  reverend  persona, 
in  nich  a  locielr,  muflt  accommodate  iheir  mano^ri  and  their 
moral*  to  the  communitj  in  which  thejr  lire ;  and  it  Uiey  caa 
oeca«ionallr  obtain  a  degree  of  reverence  (br  their  attppowd 
spiritual  girt^,  are,  on  mo^t  occasions,  loaded  with  unmereiftti 
ridicule,  aa  poMeviog  a  character  incaoaiataot  with  all  around 
thfrn. 

Hence  the  (U^hting  par»on  in  the  old  plar  of  Bir  John  Oldcaa* 
Ue,  and  the  famous  fbar  of  ^bin  Hood'*  band.  Nor  were  audi 
charariera  ideal.  Tliere  exiati  a  monition  of  the  Bisliop  of  Dur- 
ham againit  irregular  diurehmen  of  this  clau,  who  aMociated 
themi>elve«  with  Border  robber*,  and  desecrated  the  hulfeet  of* 
ftoei  of  the  prieatly  function,  by  celebrating  them  for  Uie  tienedt 
of  thievea,  robbera,  and  murderern,  amongst  ruina  and  in  cavemi 
of  the  earth,  witltout  regard  to  canonical  form,  and  with  tora 
and  dirtr  attire  tad  maimed  ritea,  altogettier  imfTopei  tag  ttm 
oecaiiof: 
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•*HolaP'  cned  the  Captain,  "come  the  reverend 
brethren  to  such  terms?— Keep  ihme  assurance  of 
peace,  Friar.— Prior,  an  thoa  h»»»  not  made  thy 
peace  perfect  with  God,  provoke  the  Friar  no  fur- 
ther.—Hermit,  let  the  fevereod  father  depart  in  peace, 
as  a  ran8c»mea  man." 
•  The  yeomen  separated  the  incensed  priests,  who 
continued  to  raise  their  voices,  vituperating  each  otht»r 
in  bad  latin,  wliirh  the  Prior  delivered  the  more  flu- 
ently, and  the  Hermit  with  the  greater  vehemence. 
The  Prior  at  length  recollected  himself  sufficiently  to 
be  aware  that  he  was  comoromising  his  diffuity,  by 
Muabbling  with  such  a  heds?e-priest  as  the  Outlaw's 
cliaplain,  and  beinc  joined  by  liis  attendant^  ro<le  off 
with  considerabiv  less  pomp,  and  in  a  much  more 
apostoUcal  condition,  so  far  as  worldly  matters  were 
concerned,  than  he  had  exhibited  before  this  ren- 
counter. 

It  remained  that  the  Jew  should  produce  some 'se- 
curity for  the  ransom  which  he  was  to  pay  on  the  Pri- 
or*B  account,  as  well  as  ujpon  his  own.  He  gave, 
accordingly,  nn  onier  seaW  with  his  pignet,  to  a  bro- 
ther of  his  tribe  at  York,  requiring  him  to  pay  to  the 
bearer  the  sum  of  a  thousand  crowns,  and  to  deliver 
certain  merchandises  specified  in  the  note. 

"My  brother  Sheva,"  he  said,  groaning  deeply, 
"  hath  the  key  of  my  warehouses.'* 

"  And  of  ih«  vaulted  chamber,"  whispered  Locks- 
ley. 

"No,  no— may  Heaven  forefendf*  eaid  Isaac; 
"evil  is  the  hour  that  let  any  one  whomsoever  into 
that  secret !" 

"It  is  safe  with  me,"  said  the  Outlaw,  "so  be  that 
this  thy  scroll  produce  the  sum  therein  nominated  and 
«et  down.— But  what  iww,  Isaac?  art  dead  1  art  sfu- 
'pified  ?  hath  the  payment  of  a  thousand  qrowns  put 
Siy  dauQ:hter'8  peril  o«it  of  ihy  mind  ?" 

The  Jew  started  to  his  feet—"  No,  Diccon,  no— I 
will  presently  set  forth.— Farewell,  thou  whom  I  may 
not  call  good,  and  dare  not  and  will  not  call  evil." 

Yet  ere  Isaac  departed,  the  outlaw  chief  bestowed 
on  him  this  parting  advice :— Be  liberal  of  thine  offers, 
Isaac,  and  spare  not  thy  purse  for  thy  daughter's 
safety.  Credit  me,  that  the  gold  thou  shalt  spare  in 
her  cause,  will  hereafter  give  thee  as'much  agony  as 
if  it  were  poured  molten  down  thy  throat." 

Isaac  at^fjuiesced  with  a  deep  groan,  and  set  forth 
on  hie  journey,  accompanied  by  two  tall  foresters, 
who  were  to  be  his  guides,  and  at  the  same  time  hi^ 
guards,  through  the  wood. 

TTie  Black  Knight,  who  had  seen  with  no  small 
interest  these  various  proceedings,  now  took  his  leave 
of  the  outlaw  in  turn  ;  nor  could  he  avoid  expressing 
bis  surprise  at  having  witnessed  so  much  of  civil 
policy  amongstpersons  cast  out  from  all  the  ordinary 
protection  and  influence  of  the  laws. 

"Good  fruit,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  yeoman,  "will 
sometimes  grow  on  a  sorry  tree;  and  evil  times  are 
not  always  productive  of  evil  alone  and  unmixed. 
Amongst  those  who  are  drawn  into  this  lawless  state, 
there  are,  doubtless,  numbers  who  wish  to  exercise 
its  license  with  some  moderation,  and  some  who 
regret,  it  may  be,  that  they  are  obliged  to  follow  such 
a  trade  at  all." 

"And  to  one  of  those,"  s^iid  the  Knight,  "I  am 
now,  I  presume,  speaking  7" 

"Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Outlaw,  "we  have  each  our 
secret  You  are  welcome  to  form  your  judgment  of 
me,  and  I  may  use  my  conjectures  touching  you, 
though  neither  of  our  shafts  may  hit  the  mark  they 
arc  snot  at  But  as  I  do  not  pray  to  be  admitted  into 
your  mysterj',  be  not  offended  that  I  preserve  my 
own." 

"I  crave  pardon,  brave  Outlaw,"  said  the  Knight 
"  your  reproof  is  just  But  it  may  be  we  shall  meet 
hereafter  with  less  of  concealment  on  either  side.— 
Mean  while  we  part  Iriends,  do  we  notT' 

"There  is  my  hand  upon  it,"  said  Locksley ;  "  and 
I  will  call  it  the  hand  of  a  true  Englishman,  though 
an  outlaw  for  the  present" 

"  And  there  is  mine  in  return,"  said  the  Knight, 
*  and  I  hold  it  honoured  by  being  clasped  with  yours. 
For  he  that  does  good,  havmg  the  unhmited  power  to 
iQ  evil,  deserves  praise  not  only  for  the  good  which 


he  perfomw,  but  for  the  ht3  which  h«  foibearB. 
thee  well,  gallant  Outla^rl" 

Thus  parted  that  fair  fellowship;  and  He  ot  tba 
Fetterlock,  mounting  upon  his  strong  war-hoive,  torn 

ofi*  tiirough  the  forest. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

King  Jnkn.    I'll  toll  Ui««  whftt,inr  friend, 
H«> i«  II  verf  Mrpent  in  my  way; 
And  wlienw«j«*er  this  hntt  of  mine  dorh  tr^iid. 
He  Ih»  bafoTt:  me— Doat  ihou  uudentaM  me  J— King  JMa. 

Thsre  was  brave  feastinjj  in  the  Castle  of  Yori^ 
to  which  Prince  John  had  invited  those  nobles,  pi^ 
lates,  and  leaders,  by  whose  assistance  he  hoped  1f» 
carry  through  his  ambitious  projects  upon  hisbroth&'b 
throne.  Waldemnr  Fitzurse,  his  able  and  poliiie 
agent  was  at  secret  work  among  them,  temperrtigi^l 
to  that  pitch  of  courage  which  was  necessary  ill 
making  an  open  declaration  of  their  purpose.  &ii 
their  enterprise  was  delayed  by  the  absence  of  mat 
than  one  main  limbof  theconft^ieracy.  Thestubbots 
and  daring,  though  brutal  courage  of  Front ^c-Bceo.'^ 
the  buoyant  spirits  and  bold  bearing  of  De  Bracj ; 
the  sagacity,  martial  experience,  and  renowned  valou 
of  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert  were  important  to  the  suo- 
cess  of  their  conspiracy ;  and,  while  cursmg  in  ee«vl 
their  unnecessary  and  unmeaning  absence,  oeitlHf 
John  nor  his  adviser  dared  to  proceed  without  than. 
Isaac  the  Jew  also  seemed  to  have  vanishe<!,  and  with 
him  the  hope  of  certain  simis  of  money,  making  op 
the  subsidy  for  which  Prince  John  had  contracted 
with  that  Israelite  and  his  brethren.  This  deddem  r 
was  likely  to  nrove  perilous  in  an  eniergenc\-  so  criiicsL 

it  was  on  the  morning  after  the  fall  of  Torqiiilstonev 
that  a  crmfused  report  began  to  spread  abroad  in  d^ 
city  of  York,  that  De  Bracy  and  Bois-Guilbert  with 
their  confederate  Front-de-Bteuf,  hod  been  taken  or 
slain.  Waldemar  brought  the  rumour  to  Pnnce  Joho, 
announcing,  that  he  leared  its  truth  the  more  thst 
they  had  set  out  witli  a  small  attendance,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  committing  an  assault  on  the  Saxon  Cedric 
and  his  attendants.  At  another  time  the  Prince  would 
have  treated  this  deed  of  violence  as  a  pood  jest ;  but 
now  that  it  interfered  with  and  impeded  his  own  {dans, 
ho  exclaimed  against  the  perpetrators,  and  spoke  of  the 
broken  laws,  and  the  infringement  ol  public  order  and 
of  j)rivate  property,  in  a  tone  which  might  nave  be- 
ron:6  Xing  Alfred. 

"The  unprincipled  marauders !"  he  said — "  were  I 
ever  to  become  monarch  of  England,  I  would  bang 
such  transgressors  over  the  drawbridges  of  their  own 
castles." 

"But  to  become  monarch  of  England,"  said  his 
Ahithophel  coolly,  "it  is  necessary  not  only  that  rour 
Grace  should  endure  the  transgressions  ol  these'im- 
principled  marauders,  but  that  you  should  aflord  fbem 
your  protection,  notwithstanding  your  laudable  lesi 
for  the  laws  they  are  in  the  habit  of  iofrin;»ing.  We 
shall  be  finely  helped,  if  the  churl  Saxons  shoidd  have 
realized  your  Grace's  vision,  of  converting  ftudal 
drawbridges  into  gibbets;  and  yonder  bofti-spirited 
Cedric  seemeth  one  to  whom  such  an  im.igination 
might  occur.  Your  Grace  is  well  aware,  it  will  be 
dangerous  to  stir  without  Front-de-Bceuf,  De  Braqf, 
and  the  Templar;  and  yet  we  have  gone  too  far  to 
recede  with  safety." 

Prince  John  struck  his  forehead  with  impatienca, 
and  then  began  to  stride  up  and  down  theapartineni 

"  The  villains,"  he  said,  "  the  base  trcacheixMS 
villains,  to  desert  me  at  this  pinch  !" 

"Nav^say  rather  the  feather-pated  giddy  madmen," 
said  Waldemar,  "who  must  be  toying  with  follies 
when  such  business  was  in  hand." 

"  What  is  to  be  done  ?"  said  the  Prince,  stopping 
short  before  Waldemar. 

"  I  know  nothing  which  can  be  done,"  answeraj 
his  counsellor,  "  save  that  which  I  have  already  taken 
order  for.— I  carne  not  to  bewail  this  evil  chance  with 
your  Grace,  until  I  had  done  my  best  to  renietlv  it** 

"Thou  art  ever  my  better  angel,  Waldemar,"  said 
the  Prince ;  "  and  when  I  have  such  a  chancellor  io 
advise  whhal,  the  reign  of  John  will  be  renowned  m 
our  annals.— What  hast  thou  commanded  1" 

"  I  have  ordered  Louis  Winkeibnad,  Oe  Brack's 


GiM.xxxnr.T 


nrARHCKk 


fieoteftttit,  to  cause  faifl  trampet  Botmd  10  borae,  find  to 
dbplay  bit  bnnner,  and  to  set  presently  forth  towards 
the  castle  of  Front-de-Breuf  to  do  wbat  yet  may  be 
done  for  the  succour  of  our  friends." 

Prince  John's  face  flushed  with  the  pride  of  a  spoilt 
child,  who  has  undergone  wbat  it  conceives  to  be  an 

"  By  the  face  of  God  I"  he  said,  *'  Waldemar  Fitt- 
orse,  much  hast  thou  taken  upon  tfieeJ  and  over  mala- 
pert thou  wert  to  cause  trumpet  to  Wow,  or  banner  to 
be  raised,  in  a  town  where  ourselves  were  in  preeence, 
without  our  express  command.' ' 

"  I  crave  your  Grace's  pardon,"  said  Fitzurse,  in- 
imially  cursing  the  idle  vanity  of  his  patron ;  "but 
when  time  pressed,  and  even  the  loss  of  minutes  misht 
be  iatal,  1  judged  it  best  to  take  this  much  burden 

g)0n  roe,  m  a  matter  of  such  importance  to  your 
r»i -j's  interest." 

"Thou  art  pardoned,  Fitzurse,"  said  the  Prince, 
gravely ;  "  thy  purpose  hath  atoned  for  thy  hasty 
rashness. ->But  whom  have  we  here  ?— J)e  Bracy  him- 
self, by  the  rood !— and  in  strange  guise  doth  he  come 
beian  us.^ 

It  was  indeed  De  Bracy—"  Woody  with  spumng, 
flerv  red  with  speed."  His  armour  bore  all  the  marks 
of  the  late  obstmate  fray,  being  broken,  defaced,  and 
■tained  with  blood  in  many  places,  and  covered  with 
eby  and  dust  from  the  crest  to  the  spur.  Undoing  his 
helmet,  be  placed  it  on  the  table,  and  £>tood  a  moment 
as  if  to  collect  himself  before  he  told  his  news. 

"  De  Bracy,"  said  Prince  John,  '*  what  means  this? 
-Speak,  I  charge  thee !— Are  the  Saxons  m  rebel- 
lion?" 

"  Speak,  De  Bracy,"  said  Fitzin-se,  almost  in  the 
same  moment  with  his  master,  "  thou  wert  wont  to 
be  a  man— Where  is  the  Templar  ?— where  Front-de- 
Bojof?" 

"The  Temnlar  is  fled,"  said  De  Bracy ;  "  Front-de- 
B<£uf  you  will  never  f»ee  more.  He  has  found  a  red 
grave  among  the  blazing  rafters  of  his  own  castle, 
and  I  alone  am  escaped  40  tell  you." 

"Cold  iicwSr"  said  Waldemar,  "to  us,  though  you 
speak  of  fire  and  conflagration." 

"The  worst  news  is  not  yet  said."  answered  De 
Bracy ;  and,  coming  up  to  Prince  John,  he  uttered  in 
a  low  and  emphatic  tone—"  Richard  is  in  England— 
I  have  seen  and  spoken  with  him." 

Prince  John  turned  pale,  tottered,  and  caught  at 
the  back  of  an  oaken  bench  to  suppott  bimsell— much 
like  to  a  man  who  receives  an  arrow  in  his  bosom. 

"Thou  raveat,  De  Bracy,"  saM  Fitzurse,  "  it  can- 
•ot  be." 

"It  is  as  true  as  truth  itself;"  said  De  Bracy;  "I 
was  his  prisoner,  and  spoke  with  him." 
."W'th  Richard  Plantagenet,  oayest  thou?"  con- 
tinued Fitzurse. 

^  "With  Richard  Plantngenet,"  replied  De  Bracy, 
with    Richard    CcBur-de-Lion— with    Richard    of 
England." 

And  thon  wert  bis  prisoner T'  saki  Waldemar; 
"he  is  then  at  the  head  of  a  power  ?" 

"No— only  a  few  outlawed  yeomen  were  around 
■iin,  and  to  these  his  person  is  unknown.  I  heard 
nun  say  he  was  about  to  depart  flx>m  them.  He 
joined  them  only  to  assist  at  the  storming  of  Torguil- 
•tooe." 

"  Ay,"  said  Fitzurse,  "  such  is  indeed  the  fashk>n  of 
ftichard— a  true  knight-errant  he,  and  will  wander  in 
«ild  adventure^  trusting  the  prowess  of  his  single 
•Jjn,  like  any  Sir  Guy  or  Sir  Bevis,  while  the  weighty 
wairs  of  his  kincdom  slumber,  and  his  own  safety 
w  endangered.— What  dost  thou  propose  to  do,  De 
waryT'  ^ 

"l?-I  ofliRied»  Richard  the  service  of  my  Free 
{•ancts.  ana  ho  refused  them— 1  will  lead  them  to 
llufL  seize  on  shipping,  and  embark  for  Flanders: 
thanks  to  the  bustling  times,  a  man  of  action  will 
^ways  find  employment  And  thou,  Waldemar^  wilt 
(hoti  take  lance  and  shield,  and  lay  down  thy  policies, 
*Dd  wend  ak>pg  with  me^  and  share  the  fote  which 
C»od  sends  us  ?''^ 

r  am  too  okl,  Maurice,  and  I  have  a  daughter," 
tnswercd  Waldemar. 

Give  her  to  ma,  Fitxtme,  and  I  will  mtintain  bcr 


as  beAts  herrank,  with  the  help  of  lance  and  st 
said  De  Bracy. 

"  Not  so,"  answered  Fitzurse ;  "  I  will  tak< 
tuary  in  this  church  of  Saint  Peter— the  Arcl 
is  my  sworn  bri^ther." 

During  this  discourse.  Prince  John  had  gn 
awakened  from  the  stupor  into  which  he  na 
thrown  by  the  unexpected  intellieenre,  and  h« 
attentive  to  the  convcrsntion  which  passed  I 
his  followers.  "  They  fall  off  from  me,"  he 
himself,  "  they  hold  no  more  by  me  than  a  w 
leaf  by  the  bough  when  a  breer.e  blows  on  it 
and  fiends  I  can  I  shape  no  means  for  myself 
am  deserted  by  th€!»e  cravens  ?"— He  pftup€ 
there  was  an  exrrossion  of  diabolical  pasfior 
constrained  laugh  with  which  ne  at  length  b 
on  tht'ir  conversation. 

"Ho,  ha,  ha!  my  good  lords,  by  the  light 
Lady's  brow,  I  held  ye  sace  men,  bold  n-en, 
wilted  men ;  yet  ye  throw  down  wealth,  honou 
sure,  all  that  our  noble  pamx?  promistd  you, 
moment  it  might  be  won  by  one  bold  cast !" 

"  I  understand  you  i>ot,"  sai'^  De  Bracy.  "  1 
as  Richard's  return  is  blown  nhrond,  he  will  b* 
head  of  an  army,  and  all  is  then  over  with 
M'ould  counsel  you,  my  lord,  rither  to  fly  to  I 
or  take  the  protection  of  the  Queen  Mother." 

"  I  seek  no  safnt y  for  myself,"  said  Prince 
haughtily ;  "  that  I  could  porure  by  a  word  s^pt 
mv  nroiher.  But  although  you,  De  Bracy,  ni 
Waldemar  Firrurse,  are  so  ready  to  abandor 
should  not  i^rearly  delight  to  see  your  beads  bl 
ing  on  Cliflord's  gate  yonder.  Thinke»t  thou, 
mar,  thot  tlie  wily  Archbishop  will  not  suffer 
be  taken  from  the  veiV  horns  of  the  altar,  v 
make  his  peace  with  King  Richard  ?  And  foi 
thou  De  Bracy,  that  Robert  Jlstoteville  lies  1 
thee  and  Hull  with  all  his  forces,  and  that  the 
Essex  ik  gathering  his  followers?  If  we  had 
to  fear  these  levies  even  before  Richard's 
trowest  thou  there  is  anv  doubt  now  whirl 
their  leaders  will  take  ?  Trust  me,  Estotevill 
has  strength  enough  to  drive  all  thy  Free  Lnn 
the  Humber."— Waldemar  Fitrurfe  nnd  Dc 
looked  in  each  other's  faces  with  blank  dip 
"There  is  but  one  road  to  safety,"  roii tint 
Prince,  and  his  brow  grew  black  as  midnight 
object  of  our  terror  journeys  alone— He  must 
withol." 

"Not  by  me,"  said  De  Bracy,  hastily  \  "I 
prisoner,  and  he  took  me  to  mercy.    I  will  no 
a  feather  in  his  crest*" 

"Who  spoke  of  harming  him  f  said  Princ 
with  a  hardened  laugh;  "the  knave  will  s 
that  1  meant  he  should  slay  him !— No— a  pris( 
better;  and  whether  in  Britain  or  Austria,  wh 
ters  it  ?— Things  will  be  but  as  tliey  were  w 
commenced  our  enterprise— It  was  founded 
hope  that  Richarri  would  remain  a  cai^tive 
many— Our  uncle  Robert  Uved  and  died  in  lh< 
of  Cardifle." 

"  Ay.  but,"  said  Waldemar,  "  your  sire  Hei 
more  nrm  in  his  seat  than  your  Grace  can 
the  best  prison  is  that  which  is  made  by  th< 
—no  dungeon  like  a  church-vault !  I  have  said  r 

"Prison  or  tomb,"  said  De  Bracy,  "I  w 
hands  of  the  whole  matter." 

"  Villain  I"  said  Prince  John,  "  thou  woul 
bewray  our  counsel  ?" 

"Counsel  was  never  bewraved  by  me,"  j 
Bracy,  haughtily,  "  nor  must  the  name  of  vi 
coupled  with  mme!" 

"Peace,  Sir  Kmght!"  said  Wai<lemnr;  "1 
good  my  lord,  foreive  the  scruples  of  vali 
Bracy;  1  trust  I  shall  soon  remove  them." 

"  That  passes  your  eloquence,  Fitzurse,"  -ej 
Kniehu  .     ,  , 

"  Whv,  good  Sir  Maurice,"  rejoined  the  m 
tician,  "^  start  not  askle  like  a  scared  steed,  ^ 
at  least,  considering  the  object  of  your  terro 
Richard— but  a  day  since,  and  it  would  ha 
thy  dearest  wish  to  have  met  him  hand  to 
the  ranks  of  1  attle— a  hundred  times  I  ha)i 
thee  vnA  it.**  ^^^ 
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**  Af,  Mi  i  De  Brncy,  **  but  that  wsi  as  thou  Myest, 
bond  to  hand,  atid  in  the  ranks  of  battle  t  Thou  never 
hcardeat  me  breathe  a  thought  of  assaulting  him 
alone,  and  in  a  foreM." 

"Thou  art  no  go(*l  knight  if  thou  dost  scruple  at 
it,"  said  Waldemar.  "  Was  it  in  battle  that  Lancelot 
de  Lac  and  Sir  Tristram  won  renown  1  or  was  it  not 
by  encountering  gigantic  knighu  under  the  shade  of 
de^  and  unknown  forests?" 

"Ay,  but  I  promise  you,"  said  De  Bracy,  "that 
lieilher Tristram  nor  Lancelot  would  have  been  match, 
band  to  hand,  fbr  Richard  Plantagenei,  and  I  think  it 
was  not  their  won  r  to  take  odds  against  a  single  man." 

"Thou  art  mad,  De  Bracy— what  is  it  we  propose 
to  thee,  a  hired  and  retain^  captain  of  Free  Com- 

5 anions,  whose  swords  are  purchased  for  Prince 
obn's  service  7  Thou  art  apprired  of  our  enemy,  and 
then  thou  scruplest  though  thy  patron's  fortunes, 
those  of  thy  comrades,  thine  own,  and  the  life  and 
nonour  of  every  one  amongst  us,  be  at  stake!" 

"I  tell  you,"  said  De  Bracy,  suUenljr,  "  that  he  gave 
me  my  life.  True,  he  sent  me  frpm  his  presence,  and 
refuftod  my  homage— so  far  I  owe  him  neither  favour 
nor  allegiance— but  I  will  not  Uft  hand  against  him." 

"  It  needs  not— send  Louis  Winkelbrand  and  a  score 
of  thy  lances." 

"  Ye  have  sufficient  ruffians  of  your  own,"  said  De 
Bracy ;  "  not  one  of  mine  shall  budge  on  such  an 
•rrand." 

"Art  thou  so  obstinate,  De  Bracy T*  said  Prince 
John ;  "  and  wilt 'thou  forsake  me.  after  so  many  pro- 
testations of  zeal  for  my  service  ? 

"I  mean  it  not,"  said  De  Bracy;  "I  will  abide  by 
rou  in  aught  that  becomes  a  knight,  whether  in  the 
lists  or  in  the  camp :  but  this  highway  practice  comes 
not  within  my  vow. 

"  Come  hither,  Wftldepiar,"  said  Prince  John.  "An 
anhappy  prince  am  I.  Mv  father.  King  Henry,  had 
fiuthtu!  servants— He  baa  but  to  say  that  he  was 
plagued  with  a  factious  priest,  and  the  blood  of  Tho- 
mas-a-Becket,  saint  though  he  was,  stained  the  steps 
of  his  own  altar.— Tracy,  Morville,  Brito,*  loyal  and 
daring  subjects,  your  names,  your  spirit,  are  extinct ! 
and  although  Reginald  Fitzurse  hath  left  a  son,  he 
hath  fallen  off' from  his  father's  fidelity  and  courage." 

"  He  has  fallen  ofl'  from  neither,"  said  Waldemar 
Fitzurse ;  "  and  since  it  may  not  better  be^  I  will  take 
on  me  the  conduct  of  this  perilous  enterprise.  Dearly, 
however,  did  mv  father  purchase  the  praise  of  a  zeah 
ous  friend ;  ana  yet  did  his  proof  of  lovalty  to  Henry 
fall  far  short  of  what  I  am  about  to  adbrd ;  for  rather 
would  I  assail  a  whole  calendar  of  saints,  than  put 
spear  in  rest  against  Cceur-de-Lion.— De  Bracy,  to 
tnee  I  must  trust  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  doubtful, 
and  to  guard  Prince  John's  person.  If  you  receive 
Buch  news  as  I  trust  to  send  you,  our  enterprise  will 
no  longer  wear  a  doubtful  aspect.— Page,''  he  said, 
"  hie  to  my  lodgings,  and  tell  my  armourer  to  be  there 
in  readiness;  and  bid  Stephen  Wetheral,  Broad 
Thoresby,  and  the  Three  Spears  of  Spyinghow.  come 
to  me  instantly ;  and  let  the  scout-master,  Hugh  Bar- 
don,  attend  me  also.— Adieu,  my  Prince,  till  better 
times."    Thus  speaking,  he  left  the  apartment. 

"He  goes  to  make  my  brother  prisoner,"  said 
Prince  John  to  De  Bracy,  "with  as  Httle  touch  of 
eompunction,  as  if  it  but  concerned  the  liberty  of  a 
Saxon  franklin.  I  trust  he  will  observe  our  orders, 
and  use  our  dear  Richard's  person  with  all  due  respect.'' 

De  Bracy  only  answered  by  a  smile. 

"  By  the  light  of  Our  Lady's  brow,"  said  Prince 
John,  "our  orders  to  him  were  most  precise— though 
it  may  be  you  heard  them  not,  as  we  stood  together 
in  the  oriel  window— Most  clear  and  positive  was  our 
charge  that  Richard's  safety  should  be  cared  for,  and 
wo  to  Waldemar's  head  if  he  transgress  it !" 

"  I  had  better  pass  to  his  lodgingSj"  said  De  Bracy, 
"  and  make  him  fully  aware  of  your  Grace's  pleasure ; 
for,  as  It  ouite  e^scuped  my  ear,  it  may  not  perchance 
have  reached  that  of  Waldemar." 

"Nay,  nay,"  said  Prince  John,  hnpatiently,  "I 

*  Ranald  Fitrume,  William  <1e  Tracy,  Hu;h  da  Morville, 
snd  Richard  Brilu,  were  tite  ^4Vitlemen  of*  Henry  Uie  Second'i 
^•ttaehuld,  who,  iratirated  by  *ome  paMionaro  expreMioiu  of 
Ibtii  aovcroifn,  clow  the  oelebmted  Thunioi  a-Bvcket. 


promise  thee  he  heaid  me;  tmS,  beeidea,  I  hsfe  Ar» 
ther  occupation  for  thee.  Maurice,  come  hither;  let 
me  lean  on  thy  shoulder." 

They  walked  a  turn  throu^  the  hall  in  this  &mili«r 
posture,  and  Prince  John,  with  an  air  of  the  most  con- 
fidential intimacy,  proceeded  to  say,  "What  thinkert 
thou  of  this  Waldemar  Fitzurse,  my  De  Bracv*?— ile 
trusts  to  be  our  Chancellor.  Surely  we  will  pause  ere 
we  give  an  office  so  high  to  one  who  shows  evidently 
how  little  he  reverences  our  blood,  by  his  so  readily 
undertaking  this  enterprise  against  "Richard.  Thoa 
dost  think,  I  warrant,  that  thou  hast  lo^t  somewhat 
of  our  regard,  by  thy  boldly  declining  this  unpleasin^ 
task— But^no,  Maurice  1  I  rather  honour  thee  for  ibrr 
virtuous  constancy.  There  are  thim%s  most  necessaiy 
to  be  done,  the  perpetrator  of  which  we  neither  tovW 
nor  honour;  and  there  may  be  refusals  to  serve  oSi 
which  shall  rather  exalt  in  our  estimatbn  those  wbo 
deny  our  request.  The  arrest  of  my  unfortunate 
brother  forms  no  such  good  title  to  the  high  office  or 
Chancellor,  as  thy  chivalrous  and  courageous  deial 
establishes  in  thee  to  the  truncheon  ofHtch  MarshaL 
Think  of  this,  De  Bracy,  and  begone  to  thy  charaa^" 

"  Pickle  tvrant !"  muttered  De  Bracy,  as  he  left  the 
presence  of  the  Prince ;  "  evil  luck  have  they  who  tmaC 
thee.  Thy  Chancellor,  indeed!— He  who  bath  the 
keeping  ot  thy  conscience  shall  have  an  easy  cbaifn^ 
1  trow.  But  Hi^  Marshal  of  England !  that,"  ha 
said,  extending  his  arm,  as  if  to  grasp  the  batan  ot 
office,  and  assuming  a  loftier  stride  along  the  aBt&- 
chamber,  "that  is  indeed  a  prize  worth  playing  for  f 

De  Bracy  had  no  sooner  left  the  apartment  than 
Prince  John  summoned  an  attendant.* 

"  Bid  Hugh  Bardon.  our  scout-mastpr,  come  hither, 
as  soon  as  be  shall  have  spoken  with  Waldemar  FtGi* 
urse." 

The  scout-master  arrived  after  a  brief  delay,  du 
which  John  traversed  the  apartment  with 
and  disordered  steps. 

"Bardon,"  said  he,  "what  did  Waldemar  deeire  ol 
thee?" 

"Two  resolute  men,  well  acquainted  with  these 
northern  wilds,  and  skilful  in  tracking  the  tread  df 
man  and  horse." 

"And  thou  hast  fitted  himT* 

"  Let  your  grace  never  trust  me  else,"  answerea 
the  master  of  the  spies.  "  One  is  from  Hexamshire } 
he  is  wont  to  trace  the  TVnedale  and  Teviotdaie 
thieves,  as  a  bl<||||lhound  foOows  the  slot  of  a  hurt 
deer.  The  other  Is  Yorkshire  bred,  and  baa  twaniped 
his  bowstring  right  oft  in  merry  Sherwood ;  he  knows 
each  glade  and  dingle,  copse  and  highwood,  betwixt 
this  and  Richmond." 

"'Tis  well,"  said  the  Prince.— "Goes  Waldemar 
forth  with  them  V* 

"Instantly,"  said  Bardon. 

"With  what  attendance?"  asked  John,  careleeslr. 

"  Broad  Thoresby  goes  with  him,  ana  Wetheral, 
whom  they  call,  for  his  cruelty,  Stephen  Steel-heart  { 
and  three  northern  men-at-arms  that  belonged  to 
Ralph  Middleton's  gang— they  are  called  the  Spean 
of  Spyinghow." 

"'Tis  well,"  said  Prince  John;  then  added,  afttf 
a  moment's  pause,  "Bardon,  it  imports  our  serviot 
that  thou  keep  a  strict  watch  on  Maurice  de  Braof- 
so  that  he  shall  not  observe  it,  however— And  let  m 
know  of  his  motions  from  time  to  time— with  whom 
he  converses,  what  he  proposeth.  Fail  not  in  this,  ai 
thou  wilt  be  answerable." 

Hiu;h  Bardon  bowed,  and  retired. 

"Ii  Maurice  betrays  me,"  said  Prince  John— "if 
he  betrays  me,  as  his  bearing  leads  me  to  lea r,  I  will 
have  his  hcadLwere  RichanT thundering  at  the  gatsf 
of  York."  .  6     ^      •— 
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Aronae  the  ttirar  of  Hyrranian  dbMfta, 
Suive  Willi  tlie  hair-atarved  IW>n  fur  hit  pt«r  %, 
Leaser  the  risk,  than  rouae  Uie  ^umbaring  Bra 
orwildFanaUciam. 


Our  tale  now  returns  to  Isaac  of  York,— Mountsj 
upon  a  mule,  the  gift'^of  ^the^Onda^-^wuh  two  iw 
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fBomen  to  act  as  his  guard  and  guidea,  the  Jew  had 
8fet  out  for  the  Preceptory  of  Tempfeaiowe,  for  the 
purpose  of  negotiating  his  daughter's  redemption. 
The  Preceptory  was  but  a  day^  journey  from  the 
demolishea  castle  q(  Tor^uilstone,  and  the  Jew  had 
hoped  to  reach  it  before  nightfall ;  accordingly,  hav- 
ing dismissed  his  guides  at  the  verge  of  the  forest, 
and  rewarded  them  with  a  piece  of  silver*  he  began 
lo  press  on  with  such  speed,  as  his  weariness  permit- 
ted him  to  exert.  But  his  strength  failed  him  totally 
ere  he  had  reached  within  four  miles  of  the  Temple- 
Coorl  ;  racking  pains  shot  along  his  back  and  thro' 
his  Hmbs,  and  the  excessive  anguish  which  he  felt  at 
heart  being  now  augmented  bv  bodily  suffering,  he 
was  rendered  altogether  incapable  of  proceeding  far- 
ther than  a  small  market-town,  where  dwelt  a  Jew- 
tifa  Rabbi  of  his  tribe,  eminent  in  the  medical  profe«- 
non,  and  to  whom  Isaac  was  well  known.  Nathan 
Ben  Israel  received  his  suHering  countryman  with 
that  kindness  which  the  law  prescribed,  and  which 
the  Jews  practised  to  each  other.  He  insisted  on  his 
betaking  himself  to  repose,  and  used  such  remedies 
as  were  then  in  most  repute  to  check  the  progress  of 
the  ferer,  which  terror,  fatigue,  ill  usage,  and  sorrow, 
had  brought  upon  the  poor  old  Jew. 

On  the  morrow,  when  Isaac  proponed  to  arise  and 
pursue  his  journey,  Nathan  remonstrated  against  his 
purpose,  both  as  his  ho?t  and  as  his  physician.  It 
might'cost  him,  he  said,  his  life.  But  Isaac  replied, 
that  more  than  life  anci  death  depended  upon  his 
gotne  that  morning  to  Templestowe. 

"To  Templesiowe !"  saici  his  host  with  aurprise: 
tjniin  felt  his  pulse,  and  then  muttered  to  himself, 
*ni3  fever  is  abated,  yet  seems  his  mind  somewhat 
ttienated  and  disturbed." 

"And  why  not  to  TemplestoweT*  answered  his 
patient  "I  grant  thee,  Nathan,  that  it  is  a  dwelling 
of,  those  to  whom  the  despised  Children  of  the  Pro- 
mise are  a  stumbling-block  and  an  abomination ;  yet 
ihoH  knowest  that  pressing  affairs  of  traffic  some- 
times carry  us  among  these  bloodthirsty  Nazarene 
soWiers,  and  that  we  visit  the  Preceptorles  of  the 
Templars,  as  well  as  the  Commanderies  of  the  Knights 
Hospitallers^  as  thev  are  called."* 

"I  know  It  well,  said  Nathan  :  "but  wettest  thou 
that  Lucas  de  Beaumanoir,  the  chief  of  their  Order, 
and  whom  they  term  Grand  Master,  is  now  himself 
aiTemplestowe?" 

"  I  know  it  not,"  said  Isaac ;  "  our  last  letters  from 
oar  brethren  at  Pnris  advised  us  that  he  was  at  that 
city,  beseeching  Philip  for  aid  against  the  Sultan 
Saiodine." 

"He  hath  since  come  to  England,  unexpected  by 
his  brethren,"  said  Ben  Israef;  "and  he  cometh 
among  ihcm  with  a  strong  and  outstretched  arm  to 
correct  and  to  punish.  His  countenance  is  kindled 
m  anger  against  those  who  have  departed  from  the 
vow  which  they  have  made,  and  great  is  the  fear  of 
those  sons  of  Bebal.  Thou  must  have  heard  of  his 
oainel" 

"  It  is  well  Known  unto  me,"  said  Isaac ;  "  the 
Genidea  deliver  this  Lucas  Beaumanoir  as  a  man 
lealous  to  slaying  for  every  point  of  the  Nazarene 
law  J  and  our  brethren  have  tenned  him  a  fierce  <ie- 
stroyer  of  the  Saracens,  and  a  cruel  tyrant  to  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  Promise." 

**  And  truly  have  they  termed  him,"  said  Nathan 
the  physician.  "  O'.her  Templars  may  be  moved  from 
the  purpose  of  iheir  heart  by  pleasure,  or  bribed  by 
proiTib*e  of  gold  and  silver;  but  Beaumanoir  is  of  a 
different  stamp— hwting  sensuality,  despising  trea- 
sure, and  pressmg  forward  to  that  which  they  call  the 
crown  of.  mnriyrdom— The  God  of  Jacob  wjeedily 
send  it  unto  him,  and  vmto  them  all !  Specially  hath 
this  proud  man  extended  his  glove  over  the  children 
of  Judah.  an  holy  David  over  Edom,  holding  the 
murder  oi  a  Jew  to  be  an  offering  of  as  sweet  savour 
as  the  death  of  a  Saracen.  Impious  and  false  things 
has  he  said  even  of  the  virtues  of  our  medicines,  as  if 
*  Tlia  establuhmttnts  of  tlio  Knicht  Temi>l8ri  were  cnlM 
^r«<«ptone«,  and  tU^  title  uf  tlioM  who  prcvidcd  in  the  Onler 
WM  Pri-rwptor ;  an  ttie  principal  KnighUi  of  Saint  John  wore 
leronl  Coommntler*,  amJ  tlt'tir  hiHWCs  Cummamlerioii.  B*it 
theiv  t«riiu  were  lotactiiabJt/it  would  Kutn,  (tied  imli«crimi- 
Mlaly. 


they  were  die  devices  of  Satan— T%e  Lord  rebukt 
him'"       . 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  Isaac,  "  I  must  present  my- 
self at  Templestowu,  though  he  hath  made  his  face 
like  unto  a  fiery  furnace  seven  times  heated." 

He  then  explained  to  Nathan  the  pressing  cause  of 
his  journey.  The  Rabbi  Ustened  with  interest,  anu 
testified  his  sympathy  after  the  fashion  of  his  people, 
rending  his  ciotnes,  and  saying,  "Ah,  my  daughter  J 
—ah,  my  daughter!— Alas!  for  the  beauty  of  jSum, 
— Alns !  for  the  captivity  of  Israel  I" 

"  Thou  seest,"  said  Isaac,  "  how  it  stands  with  me. 
and  that  I  may  not  tarry.  Perad venture,  the  pre- 
sence of  this  Lucas  Beaumanoir,  being  the  chief  man 
over  them,  may  turn  Brian  de  Bois-Guilberi  from 
the  ill  which  he  doth  meditate,  and  that  he  may 
deliver  to  me  my  beloved  daughter  Rebecca." 

"  Go  thou,"  said  Nathan  Ben  Israel,  "  and  be  wise, 
for  wisdom  availed  Daniel  in  the  den  of  lions,  into 
which  he  was  cast ;  and  may  it  go  well  with  thee, 
even  as  thine  heart  wislieth.  Vet,  if  thou  canst,  keep 
thee  from  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Master,  for  to  do 
foul  scorn  to  our  people  is  hip  morning  ana  evening 
delicht  It  may  be  it  thou  couldst  speak  with  Bois- 
Guilbert  in  private,  tliou  shall  the  belter  prevail  with 
him ;  for  men  say  that  theSe  accursed  Nazarenes  are 
not  of  one  mind  in  the  Preceptory— May  their  coun- 
sels be  confounded  and  br«^ught  to  shame!  But  do 
thou,  brother,  return  to  me  as  if  it  were  to  the  house 
of  thy  father,  and  bring  me  word  how  it  has  sped  with 
thee  J  and  well  do  I  nope  thou  wilt  bring  with  thee 
Rebecca,  even  the  scholar  of  the  wise  Minam,  whose 
cures  tlie  Grentiles  slandered  as  if  they  had  been 
wrought  by  necromancy." 

Isaac  accordingly  bade  his  friend  farewell,  and 
about  an  hour's  riding  brought  him  before  the  Pie*. 
ceptory  of  Templestowe. 

This  cstablisliment  of  the  Templars  was  seated 
amidst  fair  meadows  and  pastures,  which  the  devo 
tion  of  the  former  Preceptor  had  bestowed  upon  their 
Order.  It  was  strong  and  well  fortified,  a  point 
n(>ver  neglected  bv  these  knights,  and  whicn  the  die- 
ordered  slate  of  England  rendered  peculiariy  neces-^ 
sary.  Two  halberdiers^  clad  in  black,  guarded  the 
drawbridge,  and  others  m  the  same  sad  livery,  glided 
to  and  fro  upon  the  walls  with  a  funereal  pace,  resem- 
bling spectres  more  than  soldiers.  The  inferior  offi* 
cers  of  the  Order  was  thus  dressed,  ever  since  their 
use  of  white  garments,  similar  to  those  of  the  knights 
and  esquires,  had  given  rise  to  a  combination  of  cct- 
tain  false  brethren  in  the  mountains  of  Paleetinoi 
terming  themselves  Templars,  and  bringing  great  die- 
honour  on  the  Order.  A  knight  was  now  and  then 
seen  to  cross  the  court  in  his  long  white  cloak,  his 
head  depressed  on  his  breast,  and  his  arms  folded* 
They  passed  each  other,  if  tliey  chanced  to  meet,  with 
a  slow,  solemn,  and  mute  greeting;  for  such  was  the 
ruleof  their  Order,  quoting  thereupon  the  holy  texts, "In 
many  words  thou  shall  not  avoid  sin,"and  **  Life  and 
death  are  in  the  power  of  the  tongue."  In  a  wordi 
the  stern  ascetic  rigour  of  the  Temple  discipline, 
which  had  bcv^n  so  long  exchanged  for  prodigal  and 
licentious  indulgence,  seemed  at  once  to  have  revived 
at  Templestowe  imder  the  severe  eye  of  Lucas  Beau- 
manoir. * 

Isaac  patised  at  the  gate,  to  consider  how  he  might 
seek  entrance  in  the  manner  most  likely  to  l)espeak 
favour;  for  he  was  well  aware.  tha<  to  his  unhappy 
race  the  reviving  fanaticism  of  the  Order  was  not  leMP 
dangerous  than  their  unprincipled  licentiousness: 
and  that  his  religion  would  be  the  objoct  of  hate  and 
persecution  in  the  one  case,  as  his  wealth  would  have 
exposed  him  in  the  other  to  the  extortions  of  unrelent- 
ing oppression. 

Mean  time  Lucas  Beaumanoir  walked  in  a  smiill 
garden  belonging  to  the  Preceptoiy,  includefl  within 
the  precincts  of  its  exterior  fortification,  and  held  saa 
and  confidential  communication  with  a  brother  of 
his  Order,  who  had  come  in  his  company  from  Pa- 
lestine. 

The  Qmnd  Mnstet  was  a  man  advanced  in  agi%  as 
was  testified  by  his  long  gray  beam,  and  the  shaggy 
gray  eyebrows  overhanging  eyes,  of  which,  however 
years  had  boon  unable  to  quonch  the  fire.    A  formida 
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bie  wdf rior,  his  thin  tad  severe  feature!  retained  the 
aoldier's  fierceness  of  expreseion ;  an  ascetic  bigot, 
they  were  no  less  marked  by  the  emaciation  of  absti- 
nence, and  the  spiritual  pride  of  the  self-saiisiied 
devotee.  Yet  with  these  severer  traits  of  physiog- 
nomy, there  was  mixed  somewhat  striking;  and  noble, 
arising,  doubtless,  from  the  great  part  which  his  high 
office  called  upon  him  to  act  among  monarcbs  and 
princes,  and  from  the  habitual  exercise  o{  supreme 
authority  over  the  valiant  and  high-born  knights, 
who  were  united  by  the  rules  of  the  Order.  His  sta- 
ture was  tall,  and  his  gait,  undepressed  by  age  and  toil, 
was  erect  and  stately.  His  white  mantle  was  shaped 
with  severe  re^rularity,  according  to  the  rule  of  Saint 
^  Bernard  himeelC  being  composed  of  what  was  then 
called  Burrel  doth,  exactly  fitted  to  the  size  of  the 
wearer,  and  bearing  on  the  left  shoulder  the  octangu- 
lar cross  peculiar  to  the  Order,  formed  of  red  cloth. 
No  vair  or  ennine  decked  this  garment ;  but  in  re- 
apect  of  his  age,  the  Grand  Master,  as  permitted  by 
the  rules,  wore  his  doublet  lintxi  and  trimmed  with 
the  softest  lambskin,  dressed  with  the  wool  outwards, 
which  was  the  nearest  approach  he  could  regularly 
make  to  the  use  of  fur,  then  the  greatest  luxury  oi  dress. 
In  his  hand  he  bore  that  singular  abacus^  or  stafl'  of 
office,  with  which  Templafb  are  usually  represented, 
having  at  the  upper  end  a  round  pinte,  on  which 
was  engraved  the  cross  of  the  Order,  inscribed  within 
a  drcle  or  orle,  as  heralds  term  it.  His  companion, 
who  attended  on  this  groat  personage,  had  nearly  the 
same  dress  in  all  respects,  but  his  extreme  deference 
towards  his  Superior  showed  that  no  other  equality 
mibsiated  between  them.  The  Preceptor,  for  sucn 
he  was  in  rank,  walked  not  in  a  line  with  the  Grand 
Master,  but  just  so  far  behind  that  Beoumanoir  could 
speak  to  him  without  turning  round  his  bead. 

'Conrade,"  said  the  Grand  Master,  "dear  com- 
panion of  my  battles  and  my  toils,  to  thy  faithful 
bosom  alone  I  can  confide  my  sorrows.  To  thee 
alone  can  1  tell  how  oft,  since  I  came  to  this  king- 
dom, I  have  desired  to  be  dissolved  and  to  be  with 
the  just.  Not  one  object  in  England  hath  met  mine 
*jye  which  it  could  rest  upon  with  pleasure,  save 
the  tombs  of  our  brethren,  beneath  the  massive  roof 
of  our  Temple  Church  in  yonder  proud  capital.  O, 
Taliant  Robert  de  Ros  I  did  I  exclaim  internally,  as  I 
l^ed  coupon  these  good  soldiers  of  the  cross,  where 
they  lie  sculptured  on  their  sepulchres,— O,  worthy 
William  de  Mareschal  I  open  your  marble  cells,  and 
take  to  your  repose  a  weary  brother,  who  would 
rather  strive  with  a  Itondred  thousand  pagans  than 
witness  the  decay  of  our  Holy  Order  J" 

"  It  is  birt  true,"  answered  Conrade  Mont-Fitchet; 
"it  is  but  too  true;  and  the  irregularities  of  our 
brethren  in  England  are  even  more  gross  than  tliose 
in  Prance." 

"  Because  they  are  more  wealthv,"  answered  the 
Grand  Master.  "  Bear  with  me.  brother,  although 
I  should  something  vaunt  myself  Thou  knowest 
the  life  I  have  led,  keeping  each  point  of  my  Order, 
Striving  with  devils  embodied  and  disembodied, 
■triking  down  the  roaring  lion,  who  goeth  about 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour,  like  a  good  knight  and 
devout  priest,  wheresoever  I  met  with  him— even  as 
blessed  Saint  Bernard  hath  prescribed  to  us  in  the 
,  forty-fifth  capital  of  our  rule,  Ut  Leo  semper  feri- 
atur.*  But  by  the  Holy  Temple !  the  zeal  which  hath 
devoured  my  substance  ana  my  life,  yea  the  very 
nerves  and  marrow  of  my  bones;  by  that  very  Holy 
Temple  I  swear  to  thee,  that  save  thyself  ana  some 
few  that  still  retain  the  ancient  severity  of  our  Order, 
1  look  upon  no  brethren  whom  I  can  bring  my  soul  to 
embrace  under  that  holy  name.  What  say  our  statutes, 
and  how  do  our  brethren  observe  them  1  They  should 
wear  no  vain  or  worldly  ornament,  no  crest  upon  their 
helmet,  no  gold  upon  stirrup  or  bridle-bit  j  yet  who 
now  go  pranked  out  so  proudly  and  so  gaily  as  the 
poor  soldiers  of  the  Temple  ?  They  are  forbidden  by 
our  statutes  to  take  one  bud  by  means  of  another, 

*  In  th»  ordintncet  of  the  Koifht*  of  the  Temple,  this  phrace 
li  repeeted  in  a  variety  uf  furm»,  mmI  occurs  in  almost  9\erf 
chapter,  as  if  it  were  the  si^al-word  of  the  Order  ;  which  may 
•ecouot  for  iu  beiog  ao  frequBoU/  pn*.  in  the  Grand  Masters 


to  shoot  beasts  with  bow  or  arhlast,  to  halloo  to  a 
hunting-horn,  or  to  spur  the  horse  alter  imme.  Bat 
now,  at  bunting  and  hawking,  and  eain  idle  spixt 
of  wood  and  river,  who  so  prompt  as  ilie  Templars 
m  all  these  fond  vanities?  They  are  forbidden  to 
read,  save  what  their  Superior  permitted,  or  listen 
to  what  is  read,  save  such  holy  things  as  may  be 
recited  aloud  during  the  hours  of  ret'ectton  ;  but  lo ! 
their  ears  are  at  the  command  of  idle  niinjtrels,  and 
their  eyes  study  empty  romaunts.  They  were  omi- 
manded  to  exiiri>ate  magic  and  heresy.  Lo!  thev 
are  charged  with  studying  the  accurpeU  catahstieal 
secrets  of  the  Jews,  and  the  magic  of  the  Pa>iiim 
Saracens.  Simpleness  of  diet  was  prescnbed  to 
them,  roots,  pottage,  gruels,  caring  fle*:h  but  thiictf 
a-wcvk,  because  the  accustomed  leading  on  fletih  ra 
a  dishonourable  corruption  of  the  bixly ;  and  behold, 
their  tables  groan  under  dehcai*'  fare !  Their  drmk 
was  to  be  water,  and  now,  to  drink  like  a  T«mplar, 
is  the  boast  of  each  jolly  boon  companion  !  This  vMf- 
ffarden,  hlUd  as  it  is  with  curious  liei bs  and  trees  sent 
Irom  the  Eastern  clime«i,  better  becomes  the  harca 
of  an  unbelieving  Emir,  than  the  plot  which  Chrisiitfi 
Monks  shoidd  devote  to  raise  their  homely  poh>herb«b 
— And  O,  Conrade!  well  it  were  that  liie  relaxafton 
of  discipline  stopped  even  here!— \Vt;ll  thou  kno«»«t 
that  we  were  lorbidden  to  receive  those  devoui 
women,  who  at  the  beginning  were  associated  as 
sisters  of  our  Order,  because,  eaith  the  fort) -sixth 
chapter,  the  Ancient  Enemy  hath,  by  female  society, 
wiilidrawn  many  from  the  right  path  to  paradise. 
Nay,  in  the  last  capital,  being,  as  R  were,  the  cope- 
stone  which  our  blessed  founder  placed  on  the  pura 
and  undefiled  doctrine  which  he  bad  enjoined,  we 
are  prohibited  from  offering,  even  to  our  sisters  and 
oiu*  mothers,  the  kiss  of  afiection — ut  omnium  mvU- 
erum/ugiantur  oacula. — ^1  shame  to  speak — I  shauMi 
to  think— of  the  corruptions  which  have  rushed  in  upoa 
us  even  like  a  fiood.  The  souls  of  our  pure  foundenL 
the  spirits  of  Hugh  de  Payen  and  Godfrey  de  Satu 
Omcr,  and  of  the  blessed  Seven  who  first  joined  in 
dedicating  their  Uves  to  the  service  of  the  Temp?^ 
are  disturbed  even  m  theenioymeni  of  paradise  itself. 
1  have  seen  them,  Conrade,  in  the  visions  of  the 
niffht—their  sainted  eyes  shed  tears  for  the  sins  and 
follies  of  their  brethren,  and  for  the  fotd  atid  shame- 
ful luxury  in  which  they  wallow.  Bcaumanoir,  they 
sav,  thou  slumberest— awake !  There  is  a  stain  in  the 
faoric  of  the  Temple,  deep  and  foul  as  that  left  by  the 
streaks  of  leprosy  on  the  walls  of  the  infected  houaei 
of  old.*  The  soldiers  of  the  Cross,  who  should  shao 
the  glance  of  a  woman  as  the  eye  of  a  baeili^,  live  in 
open  sin,  not  with  the  females  of  their  own  race  only. 
but  with  the  daughters  of  the  accursed  heathen,  aim 
more  accin^ed  Jew.  Beatunanoir,  tbou  Bleepestt 
up,  and  avenge  our  cause !— Slay  the  sinners,  male  ana 
feniale !— Take  to  thee  the  brand  of  Phmeaal— -The 
vision  fied,  Conrade,  but  as  I  awaked  I  could  Mill 
hear  the  clank  of  their  mail,  and  see  the  waving  ol 
their  white  mantles.— And  I  will  do  a<vv)rding  to  their 
word,  I  wiuL  purify  the  fabric  of  the  Temple!  and 
the  unclean  stones  in  which  the  plague  ia,  I  wiU 
remove  and  cast  out  of  the  building. 

'*  Yet  bethink  thee,  reverend  father,'*  said  Moni- 
Fitchet,  "  the  stain  hath  become  enfotuned  by  tima 
and  consuetude ;  let  thy  reformation  be  cautioua,  at 
itistustand  wise." 

*'  No,  Mont-Fitchet."  answered  the  stem  old  mw 
"it  must  be  sharp  ana  sudden— the  Order  is  on  the 
crisis  of  its  fate.  The  sobriety,  self-devotion,  ana 
piety  of  our  predecessors,  made  us  powerful  friends^ 
our  presumption,  our  fwcalth,  our  luxury,  have  raised 
up  against  ua  mighty  enemies.— We  must  cast  away 
these  rchea,  which  are  a  temptation  lo  princes — ws 
must  lay  down  that  presumption,  which  is  an  ofienee 
to  them— we  must  reform  that  license  ol  mannera. 
which  is  a  scandal  to  the  whole  Christian  world !  Op 
—mark  my  words— the  Order  of  the  Temple  will  m 
utterly  demolished— and  the  place  thereof  ahaU  no 
more  he  known  among  the  nations." 

*'  Now  may  God  avert  such  a  calamhy  V  said  tb9 
Preceptor. 

"  ^^nen,"  said  the  Grand, Master,  with  loleiRfiifi; 
*  aee  the  isth  chapter  of  UviUoa. 
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**  but  we  moft  deenrve  his  j|id.  I M  thee,  Gonrade, 
that  neith^  the  powers  in  Heaven,  nor  the  powers  on 
earth,  will  longer  endure  the  wickedness  of  this 
generation — ^My  intelUgenea  is  sdre— the  ground  on 
which  our  fabric  is  reared  is  already  undermined,  and 
each  addition  we  make  to  the  structure  of  our  great- 
ness wfll  only  sink  it  the  sooner  in  the  abyss.  We 
must  retrace  our  steps,  and  show  ourselves  the  faith- 
fid  Champions  of  the  Cross,  sacrificing  to  our  calling, 
■pt  alone  our  blood  and  our  lives— not  alone  our  lusts 
tni  our  vices— but  our  ease,  our  comforts,  and  our 
namrml  affections,  and  act  as  men  convinced  that 
many  a  pleasure  which  may  be  lawful  to  others,  is 
forbidden  tq  the  vowed  soldier  of  the  Temple." 

At  this  moment  a  squire,  clothed  in  a  threadbare 
vestment,  \fioT  the  aspirants  aAer  this  holy  Order  wore 
during  thear  noviciate  the  cast-off  garments  of  the 
knights.)  entered  the  garden,  and,  bowing  profoundly 
before  the  Grand  Master,  stood  silent,  awaiting  his 
pennission  ere  he  presumed  to  tell  his  errand. 

"  Is  it  not  more  seemly,'*  said  the  Grand  Master, 
''to  see  this  Damian,  clothed  in  the  garments  of 
Christian  humility,  thus  appear  with  reverend 
silence  before  his  *  superior,  than  but  two  days  since, 
when  the  fond  fool  was  decked  in  a  punted  coat 


and  jangling  as  pert  and  as  proud  as  any  popinjay  1 
—Speak,  Damian,  we  permit  thee— What  is  thinr 
errand  y» 


''A  Jew  stands  without  the  eete,  noble  and  reve- 
rend father,"  said  the  Sauire;  '^who  prays  to  speak 
with  brother  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert." 

"  Thou  wert  right  to  give  me  knowledge  of  it,"  said 
the  Grand  Master;  **in  our  presence  a  Preceptor  is 
but  as  a  common  compeer  of  our  Order,  who  may  not 
walk  according  to  his  own  will,  but  to  that  of  his  Mas- 
ter—ev^  according  to  the  text,  *  In  the  hearing  of  the 
mr  he  hath  obeyed  me.*— It  imports  us  especially  to 
know  of  this  Bois-Ghiilbert's  proceedings,"  said  he, 
turning  to  his  companion. 

*'  Re^rt  speaks  him  brave  and  valiant,"  said  Con- 
fade. 

**And  truly  is  he  so  spoken  ot,"  said  the  Grand 
Master  "  in  our  valour  only  we  are  not  degenerated . 
from  ourpredecessors,  the  heroes  of  the  Cross.  But 
brother  Brian  came  into  our  Order  a  moody  and  dis- 
appointed man,  stirred,  I  doubt  me,  to  take  our  vows 
vut  to  renounce  the  worid,  not  in  sincerity  of  souL 
Imt  as  one  whom  some  touch  of  Ught  discontent  had 
dnyen  into  penitence.  Since  then,  he  hath  become  an 
active  and  earnest  agitator,  a  murmurer,  and  a  ma- 
ohinator,  and  a  leader  amongst  those  who  impugn 
our  authority ;  not  considering  that  the  rule  is  given 
10  the  Master  even  by  the  symbol  of  the  staff  and 
me  rod— the  staff  to  support  the  infirmities  of  the 
w^— the  rod  to  correct  the  foults  of  delinquents.— 
IHraun,**  he  continued,  ^*  lead  the  Jew  to  our  pre- 
sence." 

.  The  squire  departed  with  a  profound  reverence,  and 
u  a  fow  minutes  returned,  marshalling  in  Isaac  of 
York.  No  naked  slave,  usn^ied  into  the  presence  of 
■ome  mighty  prince,  could  approach  his  judgment- 
Jjat  with  more  profound  reverence  and  terror  than 
mat  with  which  the  Jew  drew  near  to  the  presence 
of.  the  Grand  Master.  When  he  had  approached 
within  the  distance  of  three  yards,  Beaumanoir  made 
{■gn  with  his  staflT  that  he  should  eome  no  farther. 
?as  Jew  kneeled  down  on  the  earth,  which  he  kissed 
ia  token  of  reverence:  then  rism^;,  stood  before  the 
Templars,  his  hands  folded  on  his  bosom,  his  head 
^owsd  on  his  breast,  in  all  the  submission  of  Oriental 


.  Damian,*'  said  the  Grand  Master,  "retire,  and 
na^  a  guard  ready  to  await  our  sudden  call  t  and 
wmr  no  one  to  enter  the  garden  until  we  shall  leave 
J5;--The  squire  bowed  and  retreated.— "Jew,**  con- 
"iMMd  th^  banghty  old  man.  '*  mark  me.  It  suits  not 
our  condition  to  hoki  with  thes  long  communication, 
Jjwdo  we  waste  words  or  time  upon  any  one.  Whers- 
5r^,,be  brief  in  thy  answers  to  what  questkms  I 
■^•U  ask  thee,  and  let  thy  words  be  of  troth }  f»r  if 
W  tongue  doubles  with  me,  I  will  have  it  toni  fipom 
■W«*>»i«^ngjaws.** 

.J[he  Jew  waji  about  to  reply,  but  the  Grand  Maater 
iKSDton 
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"Poaoe^  unbelkverl— not  a  word  ia  oaf  praaencs^ 
save  in  answer  to  our  questions.— What  is  thy  busi* 
neas  with  our  brother  Bnan  de  Bou»-GKiilbert  V 

mac  gasped  with  terror  and  uncertainty.  To  tetl 
his  tale  might  be  interpreted  into  scandalizing  the 
Order  { yet,  tmless  he  told  it,  what  hope  could  he  nave 
of  acnieving  his  daughtei's  deliverance  7  Beauma- 
noir saw  his  mortal  apprehennon,  and  condescended 
to  give  him  some  assurance. 

"  Pear  nothing,*'  he  said,  "  for  thy  wretched  person, 
Jew,  so  thou  dealest  uprightly  in  this  matter.  I  de- 
mand again  to  know  fix>m  tnee  thy  business  with 
Brian  deBois-Guilbertr*    i 

"  I  am  bearer  of  a  letter,"  stammered  out  the  Jew, 
"  so  please  your  reverend  valour,  to  that  good  knight, 
from  Prior  Aymerof  the  Abbey  of  Jorvaiuji." 

"  Said  I  not  these  were  evil  times,  Conrade  7"  said 
the  Master.  "  A  Cistertian  Prior  sends  a  letter  to  a 
soldier  of  the  Tetnple,  and  can  find  no  more  fitting 
messenger  than  an  unbelieving  Jew.— Give  me  the 
letter.** 

The  Jew,  with  trembling  hands,  undid  the  folds 
of  his  Armenian  cap,  in  which  he  had  deposited  tlie 
Prior*s  tablets  for  the  greater  security,  and  was  about 
to  approacb,^  with  hand  extended  and  body  crouch- 
ed, to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  his  grim  inteito- 
gator. 

"Back,  dogf'  said  the  Grand  Master;  "I  touch 
not  misbeUevers,  save  with  the  swcml.— Comrade, 
take  thoif  the  letter  from  the  Jew,  and  give  it  to  me." 

Beaumanoir,  being  thus  possessed  of  the  tablets, 
inspected  the  outside  carefuUy,  and  dien  proceeded  to 
undo  the  packthread  which  secured  its  folds.  "  Reve- 
rend father,"  said  Conrade,  interposing,  though  with 
much  deference,  "  wilt  thou  break  the  seal  T* 

"And  will  I  not  7"  said  Beaumanoir,  with  a  frown. 
"Is  it  not  written  in  theforty-seoond  capital,  Dt  Leo 
Hone  LUerarum^  that  a  Templar  shall  not  receive  a 
letter,  no  not  from  his  fother,  without  communicat- 
ing the  same  to  the  Grand  Master,  and  reading  it  in 
his  presence  7" 

,  He  then  perused  the  letter  in  haste,  with  an  expres- 
sion of  surprise  and  horror;  read  it  over  again  more 
slowly ;  then  holding  it  out  to  Conrade  with  one  hand, 
and  slightly  striking  it  with  the  other,  exclaimed— 
*'Here  is  goodly  stun  for  one  Christian  man  to  write 
to  another,  and  both  members,,  and  no  inconsiderable 
members,  of  religious  profbsnons!  .  When,"  said  he 
solemnly,  and  looking  upward.  "  wilt  thou  come  with 
thv  fanners  to  purge  the  thra8ning-fioor7** 

Mont-jpitchet  took  the  letter  from  his  Superior, 
and  was  about  to  peruse  it.  "Read  it  aloud,  Con- 
rade," said  {he  Grand  Master,— "and  do  t^ou"  (to 
Isaac)  "  attend  to  the  puQ>ort  of  it,  for  we  will  ques- 
tion thee  oonceming  it** 

Conrade  read  the  Tetter,  which  was  in  these  words ; 
"  kimiNj  by  divine  grace.  Prior  of  the  Cistertian 
houae  of  Saint  Mar/s  of  Jorvaulx.  to  Sb  Brian  dfc 
Bois-Guilbert.  a  Knight  of  the  holy  Order  of  the  Tem- 
ple, wisheth  health,  with  the  bounties  of  King  Bac- 
chus and  of  my  Lady  Venus.  Touching^  our  present 
condition,  dear  Broker,  we  are  a  caitfive  m  the  hands 
of  certain  lawless  and  godless  men,  who  have  not 
feared  to  detain  our  person,  simI  put  us  to  ransom ; 
whereby  we  have  also  learned  of  Front-de-Bmuf  *s 
misfortune,  and  that  thou  hast  escaped  with  that  fair 
Jewish  sorceress,  whose  blaek  eyes  have  bewitched 
thee.  We  are  heartily  rejoiced  of  thy  safety ;  never- 
theless, we  pray  thee  to  be  on  thy  gnaird  in  the  mlattat 
of  this  second  Witch  of  Endor ;  for  we  are  privately 
assured  that  your  Great  Master,  who  eareth  not  a 
bean  for  cbeiry  cheeks  and  bli^  eyes,  comes  from 
Normandy  to  diminish  your  mirth,  and  amend  yOm 
misdoings.  Whersfore  we  pray  you  heartily  to  be- 
ware, and  to  be  found  wat^ng,  even  as  the  Bo^ 
Text  bath  it,  IxsmUntur  vigUc^Uu,  And  the  weal 
thy  Jew  her  fother,  Isaac  of  York,  having  prayed  of 
me  letters  in  his  behali^  I  gave  him  these,  eamesth 
advising;  and  in  a  sort  entreating,  that  v^  do  bilo  * 
the  damsel  to  ransom,  eeeing  he  vMUpay  you  from  fai« 
bags  as  much  as  may  find  fifty  damaus  u^n  waU»^ 
terras,  whenof  I  trust  to  have  my  partwfaen  we  m^  to 
merer  tofathsr,  as  true  brsthsrs^  not  foi^gettingon  thy 
wine-cup.  Tor  what  saith  di*  UaOk  Vimm  Imm  by  tM 


eor  homhU*  ;  and  again,  Rcr  dihdahUur  puUhrUu- 
dinetua.  ' 

"  Till  which  meriy  meeting,  we  wish  you  farewell. 
Given  from  this  den  of  thievea  about  the  hour  of 
*natin8,  "  Atmsb  Pt.  S.  M.  Jobvolciemces. 

"  Postscriptunu  Truly  your  golden  chain  hath  not 
long  abidden  with  me,  and  will  now  sustain,  around 
the  neck  of  an  outlaw  deer-eteater,  the  whistle  where- 
with bo  caUeth  on  his  hounds.'' 

"What  sayest  thou  to  this,  Conrade?"  said  the 
Grand  Master— "Den  of  thieves !  and  a  fit  residence 
is  a  den  of  thieves  for  su^h  a  Prior.  No  wonder  ^at 
the  hand  of  God  is  upon  us,  and  that  in  the  Holy  Land 
we  lose  place  by  place,  foot  by  foot,  before  the  infidels, 
when  we  have  such  churchmen  as  this  Aymer.— And 
what  meaneth  he,  I  trow,  bv  this  second  Ij^itch  of 
Endor?"  said  he  to  his  confidant,  something  apart ' 

Conrade  was  better  acquainted  (perhaps  by  practice) 
with  the  jargon  of  callantry,  than  was  his  Superior; 
and  he  expounded  the  passage  which  embarrassed  the 
Grand  Master,  to  be  a  sort  of  language  used  by 
worldly  men  towards  those  whom  they  loved  par 
amours ;  but  the  explanation  did  not  satisfy  the  bi- 
goted Beaumanon. 

*' There  is  more  in  it  than  thou  dost  guess,  Conrade; 
thy  simplicity  is  no  match  for  this  deep  abyss  of  wick- 
odness.  This  Rebecca  of  York  was  a  pupil  of  that 
Miriam  of  whom  thou  hast  heard.  Thou  shalt  hear 
the  Jew  own  it  even  now."  Then  turning  to  Isaac, 
he  said  aloud,  "Thy  daughter,  then,  is  prisoner  with 
Brian  de  Boi»  Ghiilbertf  ^ 

"Ay,  reverend,  valorous  sir,"  stammered  poor  Isaac, 
"and  whatsoever  ransom  a  poor  man  may  pay  for 
her  deliverance" 

"  Peace  I"  said  the  Grand  Master.  *'  This  thy  dauch- 
ter  hath  practised  the  art  of  healing,  hath  she  notr' 

"Ay,  gracious  sir."  answered  the  Jew,  with  more 
confidence;  "and  knight  and  yeoman,  squire  and 
vassal,  may  bless  the  goodly  gift  'which  Heaven  hath 
assigned  to  her.  Many  a  one  can  testify  that  she 
hath  recovered  them  by  her  art,  when  eveiy  other  hu- 
^  man  aid  hath  provod  vain :  but  the  blessmg  of  the 
'  God  of  Jacob  was  upon  her.'' 

Beaumanoir  turned  to  Mont-Pitchet  with  a  grim 
smile.  "  See,  brother."  he  said,  "  the  deceptions  of 
the  devouring  E^emy  I  Behold  the  baits  with  which 
he  fishes  for  sOuls,  giving  a  poor  space  of  earthly  life 
in  exchange  for  eternal  happiness  hereafter.  Well 
said  our  blessed  nUe,  Semper  pereuHaiur  leo  varans. 
—Up  on  the  lion  I  Down  with  the  destroyer !"  said 
he,  shaking  aloft  his  mystic  abacus,  as  if  m  defiance 
of  the  powers  of  dariiness— "Thy  daughter  worketh 
tho  curas.  I  doubt  not,"  thus  he  went  on\o  address 
the  Jew,  "  by  words  and  sigils,  and  periapts,  and  other 
cabalisncal  mysteries." 

"Nay,  reverend  and  brave  Knight,"  answered 
Isaac,  "but  in  chief  measure  by  a  balsam  of  marv^ 
lous  virtue." 

"Where  had  she  that  secret  f  said  Beaumanoir. 

"  It  was  delivered  to  her,"  answered  Isaac,  rehic- 
tanely,  "  by  Miriam,  a  sage  matrqn  of  our  tribe." 

"Ah,  false  Jewl"  said  the  Grand  Mast^;  "was 
it  not  from  that  same  witch  Miriam,  the  abomination 
of  whose  enchantments  have  been  heard  of  through- 
out e^^  Christian  landl"  exclaimed  the  Grand 
Master,  crossing  himself.  "  Her  body  was  burnt  at 
a  stake,  and  her  ashes  were  scattered  to  the  four 
winds ;  and  so  be  it  vrith  me  and  mine  Order,  if  I  do 
not  as  much  to  her  pupil,  and  more  also  1 1  will  teach 
•her  to  throw  spell  and  incantation  over  the  sokliers 
of  the  blessed  Temple.— There,  Damian,  spurn  this 
Jew  from  the  gate-~shoot  him  dead  if  he  oppose  or 
turn  again.  With  Jiis  daughter  we  will  deal  as  the 
Christian  law  and  our  own  nigh  office  warrant" 

■Poor  Isaac  "was  hiuried  oft  accordingly,  and  ex- 

fielled  from  the  preceptoiy ;  all  hisentraaties,  and  even 

^    liis  offers,  unheard  and  disregaided.    He  oonki  do  no 

tw>tter  than  return  to  the  house  of  the  Rabbi,  and  en- 

•dcavour,  through  his  means,  to  learn  how  his  daugh- 

li  ner  wasto  be  du^osed  of.   He  bad  hitherto  foared  for 

«^Hr  honour,  he  was  now  to  tremble  for  her  life.    Mean 

SS^e,  the  Grand  Master  ordered  to  his  jireaence  the 

<iptor  •£  l%iiiple0low& 


CHAPTER  XXXVL 

8ar  not  my  hoart  in  (Vaud-«ll  lire  by  •eefniof. 
Thebeffiv  bon  with  it.  tnd  tbe  car  courtir/ 
GftiM  liod  and  title,  rmnk  and  jvle,  by  i 


Tha  djrfjr  •corn  it  not,  and  tiw  boUl  aoldMr 

WiU  eke  wiUi  it  hi>  •ervioe.--AU  admit  It, 

All  practiae  it ;  and  he  who  i«  eoatent 

With  ahowinff  what  he  is,  eliaU  have  anall  eradit 

la  ohuroh,  w  oamp,  or  ctato— 80  was*  t' 


OWffiy. 

Alsmt  Malvoisin,  President,  or,  m  the  lanm^ 
of  the  Order,  Preceptor  of  the  establishment  otTeRh 
plestowe,  was  brother  to  that  Philip  M^oiaut  vte 
has  been  already  occasionally  mennoned  in  tluahn- 
tory,  and  was,  like  that  baron,  in  cloae  leagoa  with 
Bnan  de  Bois-Guilbert 

Amongst  dissolute  and  unprincipled  men,  of  whoa 
the  Temple  Order  included  but  too  many,  Albcct  d 
Templeatowe  might  be  distmguished ;  but  with  tbt 
difierence  from  the  audacious  Bois-Gtnlbert,  that  ht 
knew  how  to  throw  over  his  vices  and  his  usbitiaB 
the  veil  of  hypocrisy,  and  to  assume  in  his  exioior 
the  fanaticism  which  he  internally  des^aod.  Had 
not  the  arrival  of  the*  Grand  Master  been  so  and- 
pectedly  sudden,  he  would  have  seen  nothing  at  Tbih 
plestowe  which  might  have  appeared  to  aigns  say 
relaxation  of  discipline.  And,  even  although  nr- 
prised,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  detected,  Albert  Mai 
voisin  listened  with  such  n^pect  and  apparent  osotii 
tk>n  to  the  rebuke  of  his  Superior,  abd  made  such 
haste  to,  reform  the  particulars  he  cen8ored,'-ia(N 
ceeded,  in  fine,  so  well  in  giving  an  air  of  asceoe 
devotion  to  a  family  which  had  been  lately  deroledto 
license  and  pleasure,  that  Lucas  Boaimaanoir  bcpi 
to  entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  the  PreceotcMr's  mcnk 
than  the  first  appearance  of  the  eetaburiunettt  had 
inclined  him  to  adopt 

But  these  favourable  sentunents  on  the  pert  of  the 
Grand  Master  were  greatly  shaken  bv  the  inteiliesaoe 
that  Albert  had  received  within  a  hotiae  of  mipBa 
the  Jewish  captive,  and,  as  was  to  be  feared  tbe 
paramour  of  a  brother  of  the  Order ;  and  when  Aliert 
appeared  before  him,  he  was  regarded  with  im  wonted 
sternness.  ,  / 

"  There  is  in  this  mansion,  dedicated  to  the  par 
poses  of  the  holy  Order  of  the  Temple,"  said  tht 
Grand  Master,  in  a  severe  tone,  "  a  Jevnsh  womaa, 
brought  hither  by  a  brother  of  religion,  by  your  ooa- 
nivance.  Sir  Preceptor." 

Albert  Malvoisin  was  overwhelmed  with  ooofe- 
sion ;  for  the  unfortunate  Rebecca  had  been  ooiEfioed 
in  a  remote  and  secret  part  of  the  building;  and  evtfy 
precaution  used  to  prevent  her  residence  there  6obi 
being  known.  He  read  in  the  looks  of  B^iunuDocr 
ruin  to  Bois-Guilbert  and  to  himself^  nnleae  ha  ^bkM. 
be  able  to  avert  the  impending  storm. 

"  Why  are  you  mute  7"  contmued  the  Grand  Maiftff. 

"Is  it  permitted  to  me  to  reply  1"  answ^W  thi 
Preceptor,  in  a  tone  of  the  deepest  htunilitjr,  alUifiadi 
by  the  question  he  only  meant  to  gain  an  mmmxt 
space  for  arranging  his  ideas. 

"  Speak,  you  are  permitted,"  said  the  Grand  Maur 
— " speak,  and  say,  knowest  thou  the  capital  «f«« 
holy  rule»— Z>e  eommUitonikus  T\mpli  m  «09idis«n- 
iate^aui  cum  miserrimus  mulUribus  verwatntur^fttf' 
ttr  oolectatiorum  camis  ?*** 

"  Surely,  most  reverend  father,"  answered  tba  Ac- 
ceptor,, "I  have  not  risen  to  this  office  in  tboOide. 
bong  inmrant  of  one  of  its  most  important  Ma 
bitk>ns/^ 

"  How  comes  it  then,  I  demand  of  thee  onoftwsR^ 
that  thou  hast  suffered  a  brother  to  brin^  a  puaanri 
and  that  pasamour  a  Jewish  sorceress,  into  thSow? 
place,  to  the  stain  and  pollution  thereof  7" 

"A  Jewish  soreeressl"  echoed  Albert  Hahtfi; 
"  good  angels  guard  us !" 

^*  Ay,  brother,  a  Jewiah  aorcereas  V*  aatd  the  Cbaad 
Master  stemlv.  **!  have  aakl  it.  Barest  thott^ 
that  this  Rebecca,  the  daughter  of  diat 
usurer  Isaac  of  York,  and  the  pupil  of  the  f  __  „, 
Miriam,  is  now^shame  to  lie  tbotaght  or  apoGMH 
lodged  within  this  thy  Preoopturyr' 

'HTour  wisdom,  reverend  father,"  anawtmi  At 
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Preceptor,  "  hath  rolled  away  the  daikncss  from  mjr 
nndentandin^.  Much  did  I  wonder  that  so  good  a 
knight  Bd  Bnan  de  Boia-Guilbert  seeiiied  so  fondly 
b(»otted  on  the  charms  of  this  female,  whom  I  re- 
ceived into  this  house  merely  to  place  a  bar  betwixt 
their  growing  intimacy,  which  else  might  have  been 
oemenu:<l  at  the  expense  of  the  fall  of  our  valiant  and 
Rlunous  brother." 

*'Haili  nothinp:,  thf'n,  as  yet  passed  betwixt  them 
in  breach  of  his  vow?"  demanded  the  Grand  Master. 

"\Vliat!  under  this  roof?"  said  the  Preceptor, 
Qoasing  hims^'lf;  "Saint  Magdalene  and,  the 'ten 
thousand  virgins  forbid!— No!  if  I  have  sinned  in 
Kceivm^  hrr  here,  it  was  in  iho  erring  thought  that 
I  might  thus  bn>ak  off  our  brother's  bcsottfxl  devotion 
to  this  Jewes-S  whi(!h  seemed  to  mo  so  wild  and  un- 
naiiunl,  that  1  could  not  but  ascribe  it  to  some  touch 
of  insanity,  more  to  he  cured  by  pity  than  reproof. 
But  !»inL*e  your  reverend  wiwiom  hath  discovered  this 
Jewibli  Qiioan  to  l)e  a  sorceress,  perchance  it  may  ac- 
count fully  for  his  onamourcti  folly." 

"It  doth  :— it  doth !"  said  Beaumannir.  "  See,  bro- 
ihcr  Conraile,  the  p«ril  of  yieldinij  to  the  first  devices 
md  blandisliinonts  of  Satan !  We  look  upon  woman 
only  to  i^ratiiy  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and  to  take  pleasure 
m  what  rm'n  cnll  hr^r  beauty ;  and  the  Ancient  F<nemy, 
the  devouring  I. ion,  obtains  power  over  us,  to  com- 

E'  te.  by  tali«tM»n  and  spell,  a  work  which  was  begun 
ialen''«(S  and  folly.  It  may  be  tiiut  our  brother 
is-Gui(bert  docs  in  this  matter  descr\'e  rather  pity 
than  severe  chastisiMuenf ;  rather  the  support  of  the 
staff  than  the  strokes  of  the  nMi ;  and  that  our  admo- 
nitions and  pniyiTs  may  turn  him  from  his  foUy,  and 
restore  hiin  to  his  brethern." 

"It  were  (k-op  pity,"  said  Conrade  Mont-Fitchet, 
"to  losi^  to  tlie  OtcIlt  one  of  its  best  lances,  when  the 
Holy  Community  most  re<{uires  the  aid  of  its  sons. 
Three  hundred  Saracens  hath  this  Brian  de  Bois- 
Guilbert  slain  with  his  own  hand." 

The  blood  of  tlu^su  accursed  dogs,"  said  the  Grand 
Hasir^r,  "  shall  be  a  sweut  and  acceptable  ofTerine  to 
the  saints  and  an.i^els  whom  they  despise  and  blas- 
phemi;;  and  with  their  aid  will  we  counteract  the 
^>eUs  anti  charms  with  which  our  brother  is  entwined 
«s  in  a  net.  He  shall  burst  the  bands  of  this  Delilah, 
t9  Sampson  burst  dm  two  newronis  with  which  the 
Philistines  had  bound  him,  and  shall  slaughter  the 
infidels,  even  heaps  upon  heaps.  But  concerning  this 
foul  witch,  who  hath  flung  her  enchantments  over  a 
Inothcr  of  the  Holy  Temple,  assuredly  she  shall  die 
the  death." 

**But  the  laws  of  Rnzland."— said  the  Preceptor, 
who,  though  delighted  that  the  Grand  Master's  re- 
•enimenr,  thus  fortunately  averted  from  himself  and 
Bji«-Guilbert,  had  taken  another  direction,  began 
now  10  fuar  he  was  carrying  it  loo  far. 

"The  laws  of  England."  interniptcd  Beaumanoir, 
"pnrmit  and  enjoin  each  judjw  to  execute  justice 
within  bis  own  jurisdiction.  The  most  petty  baron 
may  arrest,  tr\',  and  condemn  a  witch  found  within 
his  own  domain.  And  shall  that  i)ower  be  denied  to 
tlie  Grand  Master  of  the  Temple  within  a  preceptory 
of  his  Order  ?— No  !— we  will  judge  and  condemn. 
The  witch  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  land,  and  the 
wickcfjncss  thereof  shall  be  forgiven.  Prepare  the 
Castle-hall  for  the  trial  of  the  sorceress." 

Albert  Malvoisin  bowed  and  retired,— not  to  jpvo 
directions  for  preparing  the  hall,  but  to  seek  out  Bnan 
de  Bois-Guiibirt,  and  communicate  to  him  how  mat- 
lers  were  likely  to  t(.rminate.  It  was  not  long  ere  he 
Giund  him,  foaming  with  indknation  at  a  repulse  he 
hod  anew  sustained  from  the  tair  Jewess.  "  The  un- 
thinking^" he  said,  "  the  ungrateful,  to  scorn  him 
v'ho,  amidst  blood  and  flamesC  would  have  saved  her 
hfe  at  the  risk  of  his  own  !  By  Heaven,  Malvoisin! 
1  abode  until  roof  and  rafters  crackled  and  crashed 
around  me.  I  was  the  butt  of  a  hundred  arrows; 
they  ratlicii  on  mine  armour  like  hailstones  against  a 
ritiiiccd  caMsment,  and  the  only  use  I  made  of  my 
^hicM  was  for  her  protection.  This  did  I  endure  for 
qier;  and  now  the  si.'lf- willed  girl  upbraids  me  that  I 
did  not  leave  her  to  perish,  and  rt-nises  me  not  only 
.lie  slightest  proof  of  gratitude,  but  even  the  most 
disiant  hope  that  «ver  she  will  be  brought  to  grant 


any.    Tlie  devil,  that  possessed  her  race  with  obsti-     ' 
nacy,  has  concentrated  its  full  force  in  her  singla 
person !" 

"The  devil."  said  the  Preceptor,  "I  think,  ik)b* 
sessediyou  both.  How  oft  have  I  preached  to  you 
caution,  if  not  continence?  Did  I  not  tell  you  that 
there  were  enough  willing  Christian  damsels  to  bo 
met  with,  who  would  think  it  sin  to  n^fuse  so  brave  a 
knight  U  doncTamourciii  merely  and  you  must  needs 
anchor  your  afiection  on  a  wilful,  obstinate  Jewess! 
By  the  mass,  I  think  old  liUcas  Beaumanoir  guesses 
right,  when  he  maintains  she  hath  cast  a  spell  over 
you." 

"  Lucos  Bpaumanoir  !"— said  Bois-Guilbert  re- 
proachfully—"An;  these  your  precautions,  Malvoisin? 
xiast  thou  suffered  the  dotard  to  karn  that  Rebecca 
is  in  the  Preceptory  ?" 

"  How  could  I  help  it  ?"  said  the  Preceptor.  "  I  neg- 
lected nothing  that  could  kwp  secret  your  mystery ; 
but  it  is  betrayed,  and  whether  by  the  devil  or  no,  the 
devil  only  can  tell.  But  I  have  turmnl  the  matter  as 
I  coidd :  you  are  safe  if  you  n;nt>unce  Rr.'bccca.  You 
are  pitied— the  victim  of  magical  dt^usion.  She  is  a 
sorcert\s.>s  and  must  suHi-r  as  such." 

"  She  shall  not.  by  Heaven !"  said  Bois-Guilbert. 

"  By  Heaven,  she  must  and  will  1"  said  Malvoisin. 
"  Neither  you  nor  anv  one  else  can  save  her.  Lucas 
Beaumanoir  hath  settled  that  the  death  of  a  Jewess 
will  l)c  a  sin-offering  sufficient  to  atone  for  all  the 
amorous  indulgences  of  the  Knights  Templars ;  and 
thou  k newest  he  hath  both  the  pt^wcr  and  will  to  exe  • 
cute  so  reasonable  and  pious  a  purpose." 

"Will  future  ages  believe  that  such  stupid  bigotry 
ever  existed!"  said  Bois-GuillHTt,  striding  up  and 
down  the  apartment. 

"VVTiat  they  may  believe,  I  know  not,"  said  Mal- 
voisin. calmly:  "but  I  know  well,  that  in  this  our 
day.  cler!?y  and  laymen,  take  nin«'ty-nine  to  the  hun- 
dred, will  cry  amm  to  the  Grand  Master's  sentence." 

"  I  have  itl"  said  Bois-Guilbert.  "  Albert,  thou  art 
my  friend.  Thou  must- connive  at  her  escape,  Mal- 
voisin, and  I  will  transport  her  to  some  place  of 
greater  security  and  secrecy." 

"  I  cannot,  if  I  would,"  replied  the  Preceptor;  the 
mansion  \a  filled  ^^nth  the  attendants  of  the  Grand 
Master,  and  others  who  are  devot**!  to  him.  And^  to 
be  frank  with  you,  brother.  I  would  not  embark  with 
you  in  this  matter,  even  if  I  could  hope  to  bring  my 
bark  to  haven.  I  have  risked  enough  already  for 
your  sake.  I  have  no  mind  to  encounter  a  sentence 
of  degradation,  or  even  to  lose  my  Preceptory;  for  the 
sake  of  a  painted  piece  of  Jewish  flesh  and  blood. 
And  you,  if  you  will  be  guided  by  my  counsel,  will  give 
ur>  this  wild-goose  chase,  and  fly  your  hawk  at  somo 
other  gome.  Think,  Bois-Guilbert,— thy  present  rank, 
thy  future  honours,  all  depend  on  thy  place  in  the 
Order.  Shouldst  thou  adhere  perversely  to  thy  pas- 
sion for  this  Rebecca,  thou  wilt  give  Beaumanoir  the 
power  of  expelling  thee,  and  he  will  not  neglect  it. 
He  is  jealous  of  the  tnincheon  which  he  holds  in  his 
trembling  gripe,  and  he  knows  tliou  stretchcst  thy 
bold  hand  towards  it  Doubt  not  he  will  ruin  thee, 
if  thou  affordest  him  a  pretext  so  fair  as  thy  protec- 
tion of  a  Jewish  sorceress.  Give  him  his  scope  in 
this  matter,  for  thou  canst  not  control  him.  When 
the  staff  is  in  thine  own  firm  grasp,  thou  mayest 
caress  the  daughters  of  Judah,  orl)um  them,  as  may 
best  suit  thine  own  humour." 

"  Malvoisin,"  said  Bois-Ghiilbcrt,  "  thou  art  a  cold 
blooded" 

"Friend,"  said  the  PrecOTtor,  hastening  to  fill  up 
the  blank,  in  which  Bois-Guilbort  would  prqbablv 
have  placed  a  worse  word,—"  a  cold-blooded  friend  1 
am,  and  therefore  more  fit  to  give  thee  advice.  I  tell 
thee  once  more,  that  thou  canst  not  save  Rt^becca.  I 
tell  thee  once  more,  thou  canst  but  pt^rish  with  her. 
Go  hie  thee  to  the  Grand  Master— throw  thyself  at 
his  feet  and  tell  him" ,     , 

"Not  at  his  feet,  by  HeaYen!  but  to  the  dotard'i 
very  beard  will  I  aay*' ,  ,  ,,  , 

*^Say  to  him.  then,  to  his  beard,"  contuiued  Mal- 
voisin, coolly,  *^  that  you  love  this  captive  Jewesv  to 
distraction*  and  the  more  tbioa  doAtecJAXo^^^ 
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death  of  the  fair  encbantrett ;  while  tnou,  taken  in 
Hi^grant  delict  by  the  avowal,  of  a  crime  contrary  to 
thine  oath,  canst  hope  no  aid  of  thy  brethrexL  and 
mua'  exchange  all  thy- brilliant  viaions  of  ambition 
and  power,  to  hit  perhaps  a  mercenary  spear  in  some 
of  the  petty  quaireis  between  Flanden  and  Bur- 
gundy." 

"  Thou  speakest  the  truth,  MalvoisinJ'  said  Brian 
de  Bqis-Guilbert,  after  a  moment's  reflection.  "I 
will  give  the  hoary  bigot  no  advantage  over  me;  and 
for  Rebecca,  ahe  hath  not  merited  at  my  hand  that  I 
■hould  expose  rank  and  honour  for  her  sake.  I  will 
east  her  off— yes,  I  will  leave  her  io  her  fate  un- 

leas" ; 

'  "  Qualify  not  thy  wise  and  necessary  resolution," 
said  MaLvoisin;  "women  are  but  the  toys  which 
amuse  our  Ughter  hours— ambition  is  the  serious  busi- 
nasB  of  life.  Perish  a  thousand  such  frail  baubles  as 
this  Jewess,  before  thy  manly  step  pause  in  'the  bril- 
liant career  that  Ues  stretched  before  thee  I  For  the 
present  we  part,  nor  must  we  be  seen  to  hold  close 
conversation— I  must  order  the  hall  for  his  judgment- 
•eat." 

"What!"  said  Bois-Guilbert,  "so  soon 7" 

**Ay,"  rephed  the  Preceptor,  "trial  moves  rapidly 
on  when  the  judge  has  determined  the  sentence 
beforehand." 

"  Rebecca,"  said  Bois-Gnilbert,  when  he  was  lefl 
alone,  "  thou  art  hke  to  cost  me  dear— Why  cannot  I 
abandon  thee  to  thy  fate,  as  this  calm  hypocrite 
recommends  1— One  effort  will  I  make  to  save  thee— 
but  beware  of  ingratitude !  for  if  I  am  a£xdn  repulsed, 
my  vengeance  shall  equal  my  lov&  The  life  and 
konour  of  Bois-Guilbert  must  not  be  hazarded  where 
contempt  and  reproaches  are  his  only  reward." 

The  Preceptor  had  hardly  given  the  necessary 
orders,  when  he  was  joined  by  Conrade  Mont-Fit- 
ehet.  who  acquainted  Kim  with  the  Grand  Master's 
resolution  to  bring  the  Jewess  to  instant  trial  for 
•orcery. 

"It  IS  surely  a  dream,"  said  the  Precmtor;  "we 
h^ve  many  Jewish  physicians,  and  we  call  them  not 
wizards  though  they  work  wonderful  cures." 

"The  Grand  Master  thinks  otherwise,"  said  Mont- 
Fitchet ;  "  and,  Albert,  I  will  be  Amright  with  theer— 
wizard  or  not,  it  were  better  that  this  miserable  dam- 
sel die,  than  that  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert  should  be 
bat  to  the  Order,  or  the  Order  divided  by  internal  dis- 
sension. Thou  knowest  his  high  rank,  his  fame  in 
arms— thou  knowest  the  zeal  with  which  many  of 
our  brethren  regard  him— but  all  this  will  not  vail 
him  with  our  Grand  Master,  should  he  consider  Brian 
as  the  accomplice,  not  the  victim,  of  this  Jewes& 
Were  the  souls  of  the  twelve  tribes  in  her  single  body. 
It  were  better  she  suffered  alone,  than  that  Bois-Guil- 
bert were  partner  in  her  destruction." 

"I  have  been  working  him  even  now  to  abandon 
ker,"  said  Malvoisin ;  but  still,  are  there  grounds 
enough  to  condemn  this  Rebecca  for  sorcery  7— Will 
rot  the  Grnnti  M-^-irr  change  his  mind  when  he  sees 
tlint  tJie  pr.iui-  .  Teakr' 

*'They  mue^t  :  lengthened,  Albert,"  replied 
Koni-Fiichei,  '  .  oiust  be  atrengthened.  Dost 
thmi  underatiinJ  ia,-  i' 

"  I  do,"  »md  the  Piip4^tor,  "  nor  do  I  scrtiple  to  do 
aught  for  advano  niput  of  the  Order— but  t^ere  is 
littlo  time  to  iin  '        ■  es  fitting." 

"Mai  vol  sir),  ust  be  found,"  said  Conrade; 

''w^ll  will  it  i  ge  both  the  Order  and  thee. 

This  Ti^iiplceto^vL'  i^  a  poor  Preceptory— that  of 
Mixi^n-Dirtu  is  wor^h  double  its  valufr— thou  knowest 
my  mi^est  with  our  old  Chief— find  those  who  can 
carry  this  matter  through,  apd  thou  art  Preceptor 
of  Maiaon-Dieu  in  the  ferule  Kent— How  aayst 
thouf 

"There  is,"  replied  Malvoisin,  "amoojg  those  who 
came  hither  with  Bois-GoObert,  two  fellows  whom  I 
well  know)  servants  they  were  to  my  brother  Philip 
de  Malvoism,  and  paMedffiom  his  service  to  that  of 
Pront-de-Bcenif- It  may  be  they  kqpw  something  of 
the  witcheries  of  this  Wornan." 

"  Away,  aeek  them  out  instantly— and  hark  thesb  if 
a  byzant  or  two  will  tbaipeii  tbfu  memory,  let  them 
■01  ba  wantiBs." 


"  They  would  swear  the  mother  that  bpre  them  | 
sorceress  for  a  zecchin."  said  the  Preceptor. 

"Away,  then,"  said  Mont-Fitchet :  "at  noon  iha 
affair  will  proceed.  I  have  not  seen  our  senior  m 
such  earnest  preparation  since  he  condemned  to  the 
stake  Hamet  Aliagi,  a  coixvert  who  relapsed  to  the 
Moslem  faitb." 

The  ponderous  castle-bell  had  tolled  the  pomt  of 
noon,  when  Rebecca  heard  a  trampling  of  feet  upon 
the  private  stair  which  led  to  her  place  of  connne- 
menL  The  noise  announced  the  arrival  of  several 
persons, tmd  the  circumstance  rather  ^ve  her  joy ;  for 
she  was  more  afraid  of  the  soUtary  visits  of  the  fierce 
and  passionate  Bois-Guilbert  than  of  any  evil  that 
could  befall  her  besides.  The  door  of  the  chamber 
was  unlocked,  and  Conrade  and  the  Preceptor  Mal- 
voisin entered,  attended  by  four  warders  clothed  in 
black,  and  bearing  halberds. 

"  Daugheer  of  an  accursed  racef '  said  the  Preceptoi; 
"arise  and  follow  us." 

"  Whithur."  said  Rebecca,  "  and  for  what  pnrpoter 

"Damsel,"  answered  Conrade.  "it  is  not  for  thee 
to  Question,  but  to  obey.  Nevertheless,  be  it  known 
to  thee,  that  thou  art  to  be  brought  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  our  hol^  Order,  there  to  an- 
swer for  thine  offences." 

"May  the  God  of  Abraham  be  praised f  laid 
Rebecca,  folding  her  hands  devoutly ;  **the  name  of  a 
judge,  though  an  enemy  to  my  people,  is  to  me  as  the 
name  of  a  protector.  Most  willingiy  do  I  follow  thee— 
permit  me  only  to  wrap  my  veil  around  my  head.** 

They  descended  the  stair  with  slow -end  solemn 
step,  travened  a  long  gallery,  and,  by  a  pair  of  ibld- 
ing^doors  placed  at  the  end,  entered  the  great  hall  m 
which  the  Grand  Master  had  for  the  time  establiahed 
his  court  of  justice. 

The  lower  part  of  this  amole  apartment  was  fillsd 
with  squires  and  yeomen,  who  made  way  not  with- 
out some  difficulty  for  Rebecca,  attended  Dy  the  Pre- 
ceptor and  Mont-Fitchet,  and  followed  by  the  guard 
of  nalberdiers,  to  move  forward  to  the  seat  appomted 
for  her.  As  she  passed  through  the  crowd,  her  armt 
folded  and  her  head  depressed,  a  scrap  of  paper  was 
thrust  into  her  hand,  which  she  received  almost  un^ 
consciously,  and  continued  to  hold  without  examin- 
ing its  contents.  The  assurance  that  she  possessea 
some  fiiend  in  this  awful  assembly  gave  her  courage 
to  look  around  and  to  mark  into  whose  presence  sht 
had  been  conducted.  She  gazed,  accor<hngiy,  upon 
the  scene,  which  we  shall  endeavour  to  descnbe  io 
the  next  chapter. 
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stern  wai  the  law  which  bade  ita  Tot'riet  lea?« 

At  human  woea  with  haman  hearta  to  grieve ; 

Stem  waa  the  law,  which  at  the  winaiof  wile 

Of  franlc  and  hannlew  mirth  forbade  to  wmle : 

But  atemer  atill,  when  liiah  the  iron  rod 

Of  tjrant  power  she  ahook,  and  cali'd  that  power  of  CM. 

The  tribunal  erected  for  the  trial  of  the  innoceRf 
and  unhappy  Rebecca,  occupied  the  dais  or  elevatM 
part  of  the  upper  end  of  the  great  hall— a  platfom. 
which  we  have  already  described  as  the  place  v 
honour,  destined  to  be  occupied  by  the  most  dhrtiD- 
guished  inhabitants  or  guests  of  an  ancient  manson. 

On  an  elevated  seat,  directly  before  the  accissdi 
sat  tbe  Grand  Master  of  the  Temple,  in  full  and  am- 
ple robes  of  flowing  white,  holdins  in  1)is  hand  ibs 
mystic  staflj  which  bore  the  symbol  of  the  Order.  At 
his  feet  waa  placed  a  table,  occupied  by  two  Rribeik 
chaplains  of  the  order,  whose  duty  it  was  to  reduce  io 
formid  record  the  proceedings  of  the  day.  The  Uadt 
dresses,  bare  scalps,  and  demure  looks  of  thess 
churchmen,  formed  a  strong  contrast  to  tbe  warlike 
api^rance  of  the  knights  who  attended,  either  ai 
residing  in  the  Preceptory,  or  as  come  thither  to  at- 
tend upon  their  Grand  Master.  The  Preceptors,  ol 
whom  there  were  four  present,  occupied  seata  lowei 
in  height,  and  somewhat  drawn  back  behind  that 
of  theu-  superior ;  and  the  knights,  who  enjojred  no 
such  rank  m  the  Order,  were  placed  on  benches  nil 
lower>  and  preserving  the  same  dittanoe  trom  %• 
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ntieerton  &8  these  from  the  OrandAaster.,  Behind 
th^n,  but  Btill  upou  the  dais  or  elevated  portion  of  the 
•  nol,  stood  the  esqinres  of  the  Order,  in  white  dresses 
ofiui  inferior  quality. 

Tue  whole  assembly  wore  an  aspect  of  the  most 
IfTofound  gravity;  and  in  the  faces  of  the  knights 
migfat  be  perceived  traces  of  military  daring,  united 
with  the  solemn  carritu^  becoming  men  of  a  reli- 
gibus  profession,  acd  wmch^  in  the  presence  of  their 
Grand  Master,  fiuled  not  to  at  upon  every  brow. 

The  remaining  and  lower  part  of  the  hall  was  fiUed 
with  guards,  holding  partisans,  and  with  other  at- 
tendants whom  curiosity  had  dravm  thitiier,  to  see 
at  once  a  Grand  Master  and  a  Jewish  sorceress.  By 
far  the  greater  part  of  those  inferior  persons  were,  in 
one  rank  or  other^  connected  with  the  Order,  and 
were  accordingly  distinguished  by  their  biack  dresses. 
But  peasants  tirom  the  neigbbourmg  country  were  not 
refused  admittance ;  for  it  was  the  pride  of  Beau- 
manbir  to  render  the  edifying  spectaciQ  of  the  justice 
which  he  administered  as  public  as  possible.  His 
large  blue  eyes  seemed  to  expand  as  he  gazed  around 
the  assembly,  and  his  countenance  appeared  elated 
by  the  conscious  dignity,  and  imaginary  merit,  of  the 
part  which  he  was  about  to  perform.  A  psalm,  which 
he  himself  accompanied  with  a  deep  mellow  voice, 
which  age  had  not  deprived  of^its  powenu  commenced 
the  proceedings  of  the  day ;  and  the  solemn  sounds, 
Veiiite  endtemua  Domino^  so  often  sung  by  the 
Temi^lars  befbre  engaging  with  earthly  adversaries, 
was  judged  by  Lucas  most  appropriate  to  introduce 
the  approaching  triumph,  for  such  he  deemed  it,  over 
th^  powers  of  darkness.  The  deep  prolonged  not^ 
rais^  by  a  hundred  masculine  voices  accustomed 
to  combine  in  the  choral  chant,  arose  to  the  vaulted 
roof  of  the  hall,  and  rolled  on  apiongst  its  arches 
with  the  pleasing  yet  solenm  sound  of  the  rushing 
of  mighty  waters. 

When  the  sounds  ceased,  the  Grand  Master  glanced 
his  eye  alowly  around  the  circle,  and  observed  that 
the  seat  of  one  of  the  Preceptors  was  vacant.  Brian 
de  Bois-Ouilbcrt,  by  whom  it  had  been  occupied,  had 
left  his  place,  ana  was  now  standing  near  the  ex- 
treme comer  of  one  of  the  benches  occupied  by  the 
Knights  Companions  of  the  Temple,  one  hand  ex- 
tending his  long  mantle,  so  as  in  some  degree  to  Ride 
his  face;  while  the  other  held  his  cross-handled 
sword,  with  the  point  of  which,  sheathed  as  it  was, 
oe  was  slowly  drawing  lines  upon  the  oaken  fidbr. 

"Unhappy  man!"  said  the  Grand  Master,  after 
favouring  him  with  a  glance  of  compassion.  Thou 
seest.  Conrade,  how  this  holy  work  distresses  him. 
To  this  can  the  light  look  of  woman^  aided  by  the 
Prince  of  the  Powers  of  this  world,  brmg  a  vsJiant 
and  worthy  knight !— Seest  thou  he  cannot  look  up- 
on us;  he  cannot  look  upon  her;  and  who  knows 
by  what  impulse  from  his  tormentof  his  hand  forms 
tnese  cabalistic  lines  upon  the  floor  7— It  may  be  our 
life  and  safety  are  thus  aimed  at ;  but  we  spit  at  and 
adTy  the  foul  enemy.  ,  Semper  Leo  percutHaiur  f ' 

This  was  communicated  apart  to  his  confidential 
follower,  Conrade  Mont-Fitchet.  The  Grand  Master 
thai  raised  his  voice,  and  addressed  tine  assembly. 

Reverend  and  valiant  men.  Knight&  Preceptors, 
and  Companions  of  this  Holy  Order,  my  brethren  and 
my  children  !— you  also^  well-born  and  pious  Esquires, 
who  aspire  to  wear  this  holy  Cross !— and  you  also, 
Christian  brethren,  of  every  degree !— Be  it  known  to 
TOO,  that  it  is  not  defect  m  power  in  us  which  hath 
occasioned  the  assembling  of  this  congregation;  for, 
however  unworthy  in  our  person,  yet  to  us  is  commit- 
ted, with  this  batooTi,  full  power  to  judge  and  to  ^t-  -" 
Jat  regards  the  weal  of  this  our  Holy  Order.  Ii .  _ 
Ssint  Bernard,  in  the  rule  of  our  kni^tly  and  religious 
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profession,  hath  said,  in  the  fifty-mnth  capital,*  that 
^  woidd  not  that  brethren  be  called  loaether  in  ooun- 
f9,  sare  at  the  will  and  command  of  the  Master; 
l«sving  it  firee  to  us,  as  to  tnose  more  worthy  fathers 
who  have  preceded  us  in  this  our  office,  to  judge,  as 
well  of  the  occasion  as  of  the  time'and  place  in  which  a 

*The  iwAbt  Is  anio  rtferrsd  to  ths  lUlM  of  the  Poor  Bfili- 
gyPioUnrtUKKl  ortbs  Ttmplt,  whieli  ooeor  in  lbs  Works  of  8t 
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chapter  of  the  whole  Ofder,  or  of  any  part  thereof;  may 
be  convoked.  Also,  m  all  such  chapters,  it  is  our 
duty  to  hear  the  advice  of  our  brethren,  and  to  proceed 
according  to  our  own  pleasure.  But  when  the  raging 
wolf  hatn  made  an  inroad  upon  the-flock,  and  carried 
off  one  member  thereof,  it  is  the  duty  of  t)ie  kind 
shepherd  to  call  his  comrades  together,  that  with  bows 
and  sUngs  they  may  ouell  the  invader,  according  to 

Sur  well-known  rule,  that  the  lion  is  ever  to  be  beaten 
own.  We  have  therefore  summoned  to  our  presence 
a  Jewish  woman,  by  name  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Isaac 
of  York— a  woman  infamous  for  sortileges  and  for 
witcheries ;  whereby  she  hath  maddened  the  blood,  and 
besotted  the  brain,  not  of  a  churl,  but  of  a  Knight- 
not  of  a  secular  &hijQ^t,  but  of  one  devoted  to  the 
service  of  the  Holy  Temple— not  of  a  Knight  Com- 
panion, but  of  a  Preceptor  of  our  Order,  first  m  honour 
as  in  place.  Our  brother,  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  it 
well  known  to  ourselves,  and  to  all  degrees  who  now 
hear  me,  as  a  true  and  zealous  champion  of  the  Cross, 
by  whos^  arm  many  deeds  of  valour  have  been 
wroiKht  m  the  Holy  Land,  and  the  holy  places  puri 
fied  from  pollution  bv  the  blood  of  those  infidels  who 
defiled  them.  Neither  have  our  brother's  sagacity 
and  prudence  been  less  in  repute  among  his  brethren 
than  his  valour  and  discipline;  in  so  much,  that 
knights,  both  in  eastern  and  western  lands,  have 
named  De  Bois-Guilbert  as  one  who  may  well  be  put 
in  nomination  as  successor  to  this  batoon^  when  it 
shall  please  Heaven  to  release  us  fiiom  the  tod  of  bear- 
ins  it.  If  we  were  told  that  such  a  man,  so  honoured, 
aim  so  honourable,  suddenly  casting  away  regard  for 
his  character,  his  vows,  his  brethreiij  and  ms  pros- 
pects, had  associated  to  himself  a  Jewish  damsel, 
wandered  in  this  lewd  company  through  solitary 
places,  defended  her  person  in  preference  to  his  own, 
and,  finally,  was  so  utterly  blinded  and  besotted  by 
his  folly,  as  to  bring  her  even  to  one  of  our  own  Pre- 
ceptories,  what  should  we  say  but  that  the  noble 
knight  was  possessed  by  some  evil  demon;  or  influ- 
enced by  some  wicked  spdl  1— If  we  could  suppose  it 
otherwise,  think  not  rank,  valour,  high  repute,  or  any 
earthly  consideration,  shoidd  prevent  us  from  visiting 
him  with  punishment,  that  the  evil  thin^  might  be 
removed,  even  according  to  the  text,  Au/erte  malum 
ex  vohU.  For  various  and  heinous  are  the  acts  of 
transgression  against  the  rule  of  our  blessed  Order 
in  this  lamentable  history.— 1st,  He  hath  walked  ac- 
cording to  his  proper  will,  contrary  to  capital  33,  Quod 
nxdlua  juxta  propriam  voluntatem  incedat.--^  Ho 
hath  held  communication  with  an  excommunicated 
person,  capital  67,  Ui/rairesnon  participent  cum  ex- 
eommunxecUUf  and  therefore  hath  a  portion  in  Anathe- 
ma  Maranatha.—3dt  He  hath  conversed  with  strange 
women,  contrary  to  the  capital,  Ut  /rairea  turn  con- 
veraantur  cum  extraneis  mui»ert6u#.— 4th,  He, bath 
not  avoided,  nay,  he  hath,  it  is  to  be  feared,  solicited 
the  kiss  of  woman ;  by  which,  saith  the  last  rule  of 
our  renowned  Order,  Ut/ufianturoacula^  the  soldiers 
of  the  Cross  are  brought  mto  a  snare.  For  which 
hemous  and  multiplied  guilt,  Brian  de  Bois-GKiilbert 
should  be  cut  off  and  cast  out  fix>m  our  congregation, 
were  he  the  right  hand  and  right  eye  thereof.'' 

He  paused.  A  low  murmtu' went  through  the  assem- 
bly. Some  ^f  the  younger  part  who  nad  been  in- 
chned  to  smile  at  the  statute  De  oteuUs  /ugiendis. 
became  now  grave  enough,  and  anxiously  waited 
what  the  Grand  Master  was  next  to  propose. 

"  Such."  he  sakl,  "  and  so  areat  ahould  indeed  be 
the  punishment  of  a  Knight  Templar,  who  vrilfully 
offended  against  the  rules  of  his  Order  in  such  weighty 

g)int8.  But  if^  by  means  of  charms  and  of  spells^ 
atan  had  obtained  dominion  over  the  Knight,  per- 
chance because  he  cast  his  eyes  too  lightly  upon  a 
damsel's  beauty,  we  are  then  rather  to  lament  than 
chastise  his  backsliding;  and^  imposing  on  htm  only 
stich  penance  as  may  purify  bun  from  ms  iniquity,  we 
a^  to  turn  the  full  edge  of  our  indignation  upon  tht 
accursed  instrument,  which  had  so  wellnigh  occa- 
sioned his  utter  falling  away.— Stand  forth,  therefore, 
and  bear  witness,  ye  who  have  witnessed  these  un- 
happjr  doings,  that  we  may  judge  of  the  sum  and 
bearing  thereof;  and  judge  whether  our  jostice  may 
be  iatifified  with  the  punishment  of  this  infidel  wdirai^ 
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or  U  we  must  go  on,  with  a  bieedinx  Doart,  to  the  fur- 
ther proceeding  against  our  brother." 

Several  witnesses  were  called  upon  to  prove  the 
risks  to  which  Bois-Guilbert  exposed  himself  in  en- 
deavouring to  save  Rebecca  from  the  blazing  castle, 
and  his  neglect  of  his  personal  defence  in  attending 
to  her  safety^.  The  men  gave  these  details  with  the 
exaggerations  common  to  vulgar  minds  which  have 
jeen  strongly  excited  by  any  remarkable  event,  and 
their  natural  disposition  to  the  marvellous  was^atly 
increased  by  the  satisfaction  which  their  evidence 
seemed  to  anbrd  to  the  eminent  person  for  whose  in- 
formation it  had  been  delivered.  Thus  the  dangers 
which  Bois-Guilbert  surmounted,  in  themselves  sufl&- 
ciently  great,  became  i>ortentou8  in  their  narrative. 
The  devotion  of  the  Knight  to  Rebecca's  defence  was 
exaggerate  beyond  the  bounds,  not  onlyt)f  discretion, 
but  even  of  the  most  frantic  excess  of  chivalrous  zeal ; 
and  bis  deference  to  what  she  said,  even  although  her 
anguage  was  often  severe  and  upbraiding,  was  paint- 
ed as  carried  to  an  excess,  which,  in  a  man  of  his 
haughty  temper,  seemed  almost  preternatural. 

The  I*recej)tor  of  Templestowe  was  then  called  on 
to  describe  the  manner  m  which  Bois-Guilbert  and 
the  Jewess  arrived  at  the  Preceptoiy.  The  evidence 
of  Malvoisin  was  skilfully  guarded.  But  while  he 
apparently  studied  to  spare  the  feelings  of  Bois-Guil- 
bert, he  ttirew  in,  from  time  to  time,  such  hints,  as 
seemed  to  infer  that  he  laboured  under  some  tempo- 
rary alienation  of  mind,  so  deeply  did  be  appear  to  be 
enamoured  of  the  damsel  whom  he  brought  along 
virith  him.  With  sighs  of  penitence,  the  Preceptor 
avowed  his  own  contrition  for  having  admitted  Ke- 
be<Ta  and  her  lover  within  the  walls  of  the  Preceplory 
—"But  my  defence,"  he  concluded,  "has  been  made 
in  my  confession  to  our  most  reverend  father  the 
Grand  Master;  he  knows  my  motives  were  not  evil, 
though  nry  conduct  may  have  been  irregular.  Joy- 
fully will  I  submit  to  any  penance  he  shalfassign  me." 

"Thou  (last  spoken  well,  Brother  Albert,"  said 
Beanmanoir^  "thy  motives  were  good,  sinco  thou 
didst  judge  it  right  to  arrest  thine  erring  brother  in 
his  career  of  precipitate  folly.  But  thy  conduct  was 
wrong;  as  he  that  would  stop  a  runawav  steed^  and 
seizing  by  the  stirrup  instead  of  the  bridle,  receivech 
injury  nimself^  instead  of  accomplishing  bis  purpose. 
Thirteen  pater-nosters  are  assigned  oy  our  pious 
founder  for  matins,  and  nine  for  vespers;  be  those 
services  doubled  by  thee.  Thrice  a- week  are  Tem- 
plars permitted  the  use  of  flesh;  but  do  thou  keq[> 
fast  for  all  the  seven  days.  This  do  for  six  weeks  to 
come,  and  thy  penance  is  accomplished." 

With  a  hjiwcritical  look  of  the  deepest  submission, 
the  Preceptor  of  Templestowe  bowed  to  the  groimd 
before  his  Superior,  and  resumed  his  seat 

"Were  it  not  well,  brethren,"  said  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter. "  that  we  examine  something  into  the  former  life 
and  conversation  of  this  woman,  specially  that  we 
may  discover  whether  she, be  one  likely  to  use  magi- 
cal charms  and  spells,  smcethe  truths  which  wehave 
heard  may  well  incUne  us  to  suppose,  that  in  this  un- 
happy course  our  erring  brother  has  been  acted  upon 
by  some  mfcmal  enticement  and  delusion?" 

Herman  of  Goodalricke  was  the  Poiurth  Preceptor 
present;  the  other  three  were  Conrade,  Malvoisin, 
and  Bois-Gtiilbert  himself.  Herman  was  an  ancient 
warrior,  whose  face  was  marked  with  sears  inflicted 
by  the  sabre  of  the  Moslemah,  and  had  great  rank 
and  consideration  among  his  brethren.  He  arose  and 
DO  wed  to  the  Grand  Master,  who  instantly  granted 
nim  Kccnse  of  g)eech.  "I  would  crave  to  know, 
most  Reverend  Father,  of  our  valiant  brother,  Brian 
de  Bois-Guilbert.  what  he  says  to  these  wondrous 
accusations,  and  with  what  eye  he  himself  now 
regards  his  unhappy  intercourse  with  this  Jewish 
maiden  T* 

"  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,"  said  the  Grand  Master, 
"thou  hearest  the  question  which  our  Brother  of 
Goodalricke  desireth  thou  shouldst  answer.  I  com- 
mand thee  to  reply  to  him." 

Bois-Guilbert  turned  his  head  towards  tha  Ghtmd 
Master  when  thus  addressed,  and  remained  silent 
^He  is  possessed  by  a  dumb  devil,"  said  the  Grand 

Master.   ^*  Avoid  tnee,  Sathanas*— Soeak,  Brian  de 


Bois-€Kiilbert,  I^pjure  thee,  by  this  symbol  of  o«r 
HolyOrdar." 

Bois-Guilbert  made  an  effi)rt  to  suppress  his  rising 
scorn  and  indignation,  the  expression  of  which,  ha 
was  well  awar&  would  nave  little  availed  him.  "Bn- 
an  de  Bois-Guilbert,"  he  answered.  "  replies  not,  most 
Reverend  Father,  to  sucn  wild  and  vague  charges.  If 
his  honoW  be  impeached,  he  will  defend  it  wuh  his 
bodvi  and  with  that  sword  which  has  often  fbug^ 
for  Christendom." 

'We  forgive  the&  Brodier  Brian,"  said  the  Grand 
Master;  "  though  that  thou  hast  boasted  thy  warlike 
achievements  before  us,  is  a  glorifying  of  thine  own 
deeds,  and  cometh  of  the  Enemy,  wno  tempteth  as  to 
exalt  our  own  worship.  But  tbou  hast  our  pardon, 
judging  thou  speakest  less  of  thine  own  su^estkni 
than  m}m  the  impulse  of  him  whom,  by  Heavra's 
leave,  we  will  quell  and  drive  forth  from  our  assem- 
bly." A  glance  of  disdain  flashed  from  the  daik 
fierce  eyes  of  Bois-Guilbert  but  he  made  no  reply.— 
"And  nowj"  pdrsued  the  Grand  Master,  "since  our 
Brother  of  uoodfllricke's  question  has  been  thus  im- 
perfectly answered,  pursue  we  our  quest,  brethren,  and 
with  our  patron's  assistance,  we  will  search  to  the 
bottom  this  mysteiy  of  iniquity.— Let  those  who  have 
aught  to  witness  of  the  lire  and  conversation  of  this 
Jewish  woman,  stand  forth  before  us."  Tliere  was 
a  bustle  in  the  lower  part  of  the  haU|  and  when  the 
Grand  Master  inquired  the  reason,  it  was  repfied, 
there  was  in  the  crowd  a  bedridden  man.  whom  th» 
prisoner  had  restored  to  the  perfect  use  ot  his  Umbe, 
by  a  miraculous  balsam. 

The  poor  peasant,  a  Saxon  by  birtk  was  dnggtd 
forward  to  the  bar,  terrified  at  the  penal  consequences 
which  he  might  have  incurred  by  the  guilt  of  naving 
been  cured  of  the  palsy  by  a  Jewish  damsel.  Periectlj 
cured  he  certainly  was  not,  for  he  supported  himself 
forward  oil  crutches  to  give  evidence.  Most  unwil- 
ling was  his  testimony,  and  given  with  many  tears; 
but  he  admitted  that  two  years  since,  when  residing 
at  York,  he  was  suddenly  afflicted  with  a  sore  disease^ 
while  labouring  for  Isaac  the  rich  Jew,  in  his  vocation 
of  a  joiner :  that  he  had  been  imabie  to  stir  from  hit 
bed  until  the  remedies  applied  by  Rebecca's  diiec' 
tions,  and  especially  a  warming  and  spicy-smetlinf 
balscm^  had  m  some  degree  restored  hiro  to  the  usl 
of  his  lunbs.  Moreover,  ne  said.^she  had  given  him 
a  pot  or  that  precious  ointment,  and  furnished  him 
with  apiece  of  money  withaL  to  return  to  the  boose 
of  his  lather,  near  to  Templestowe.  "And  may  it 
please  your  gracious  Reverence,"  said  the  roan,  "I 
cannot  think  the  damsel  meant  harm  by  me,  though 
she  hath  the  ill  hap  to  be  a  Jewess ;  for  even  when 
I  used  her  remedy,  I  said  the  Pater  and  the  Creech 
and  it  never  operated  a  whit  less  kindly." 

"Peace,  slave,"  said  the  Grand  Master,  "and  be- 
gone !  It  well  suits  brutes  like  thee  to  be  tamper^ 
and  trinketing  with  hellish  cures,  and  to  be  giving 
your  labour  to  the  sons  of  mischi^  I  tell  the&  die 
fiend  can  impose  diseases  for  the  very  purpose  oir  re- 
moving them,  in  order  to  bring  into  credit  some  db- 
bolical  fashion  of  cure.  Uast  thou  that  imguenlof 
which  thou  speakest?" 

The  peasant,  fumUing  m  his  bosom  with  a  trem- 
bling hand,  produced  a  small  box,  bearing  some  H^* 
brew  characters  on  the  Ud  which  was,  with  most  a 
the  audience,, a  sure  proof  that  the  devil  had  stood 
apothecary.  Beaumanoir,  after  crossing  hinradl^ 
took  the  box  into  his  hand^  and  learned  in  most  of  tht 
Eastern  tongues,  read  with  ease  the  motto  on  tM 
lid.— The  Lum  of  the  TVibe  qfJudak  hath  am^end^ 
"  Strange  powers  of  Sathanas,"  said  he,  "which  cui 
convert  Scripture  into  blasphemy,  mingling  pcMAoo 
with  our  necessary  food !— Is  there  no  leech  here  who 
can  tell  us  the  ingredients  of  this  mystic  unguentT* 

Two  mediciners,  as  they  called  themselves,  the  one 
a  monk,  the  other  a  baroer,  appeared,  and  avouched 
they  knew  nothing  pf  the  materials,  excepting  that 
they  savoured  of  myrrh  and  campmre,  wbi^  they 
took  to  be  Oriental  herbs.  But  with  the  true  profiot* 
sional  hatred  to  a  successful  practitioner  of  dieir  art 
they  insinuated  that  since  the  medicine  was  b^ona 
thev  own  knowledge,  it  must  necessarily  have  Ml 
compounded  fix>m  an  unlawftd  and  raagtcal  i^iann** 


._  j  since  they  themselvsti,  though  ii04)ooJHron^ 
^  understood  every  branch  of  thetr  art,  so  far  as  it 
ht  be  exercised  with  the  good  faith  of  a  Christian. 
. .  „  jn  ibis  meoicm  research  was  ended,  the  Saxon 
peasant  desired  humbly  to  have  back  the  medicine 
which  he  had  found  so  salutary ;  but  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter frowned  severelv  at  the  i^uest.  "What  is  thy 
name  fellow?"  said  ne  to  the  cnpple. 

**Higg,  the  son  of  Snell,"  answered  the  peasant. 

'*Then  Hig^,  son  of  SnelL"  said  the  Grand  Master, 
^  I  tell  thee  it  is  better  to  be  bedridden,  than  to  accept 
the  benefit  of  unbelievers'  medicine  that  thou  mayest 
arise  and  walk;  better  to  despoil  infidels  of  their 
treasure  by  the  strong  hand,  than  to  accept  of  them 
benevolent  gifts,  or  do  them  sehvice  (or  wages.  Go 
thou,  and  do  as  I  have  said." 

** Alack,"  said  the  peasant,  "an  it  shall  not  dis- 
please your  Reverence,  the  lesson  comes  too  late  for 
me,  for  I  am  but  a  maimed  man :  but  I  will  tdl  my 
two  brethren,  who  serve  the  rich  Kabbi  Nathan  Ben 
Samuel,  that  your  mastership  says  it  is  more  lawfid 
to  rob  him  than  to  render  him  feithful  service." 

"  Out  with  the  prating  villain  \"  said  Beaumanoir, 
who  was  not  prepared  to  refiite  this  practical  applica- 
tion of  his  general  maxim. 

Hi^  the  son  of  Snell,  withdrew  into  the  crowd, 
but,  interested  in  the  fate  of  his  benefactressk  HnjB^ered 
untu  he  should  learn  her  doom,  even  at  the  nsk  of 
again  encountering  the  frown  of  that  severe  juds^  the 
terror  of  which  withered  his  very  heart  withm  him. 

At  this  period  of  the  trial,  the  Grand  Master  com- 

Sanded  Rebecca  to  unveil  herself  Opening  her  lips 
r  th^  first  time,  she  replied  patiently,  but  with  dig- 
nity,—** That  «  was  not  the  wont  of  the  daughters  of 
her  people  to  uncover  their  faces  when  alone  in  an 
assembly  of  strangers."  The  sweet  tones  of  her  voice, 
and  the  softness  of  her  reply,  impressed  on  the  audl^ 
ence  a  sentiment  of  pity  and  sympathy.  But  Beau- 
inanoir,  in  whose  mind  the  suppression  of  each  feeling 
of  humanity  which  could  interfere  with  his  imagined 
duty,  was  a  virtue  of  itself^  repeated  his  commands 
that  his  victim  should  be  unveiled.  The  guards  were 
about  to  remove  her  veil  accordingly,  when  she  stood 
np  before  the  Grand  Master  and  said,  "  Nay,  but  for 
the  love  of  your  own  daughters— Alas,"  she  said,  re- 

SUecting  herself  "  ve  have  no  daughters !— yet  for 
e  remembrance  of  your  mothers— for  the  love  of 
TOUT  sisters,  and  of  female  decency,  let  me  not  be  thus 
handled  in  your  presence ;  it  suits  not  a  maiden  to  be 
disrobed  by  such  rude  grooms.  I  will  obey  you,"  she 
added,  with  an  expression  of  patient  sorrow  m  her 
voice,  which  had  almost  melted  the  heart  of  Beau- 
manoir himself ;  *'ye  are  elders  among  your  people, 
and  at  your  command  I  will  show  theieatures  of  an 
ill-fated  maiden." 

She  withdrew  her  veil  and  looked  on  them  with  a 
countenance  in  which  bashfiilness  contended  with 
dignity.  Her  exceeding  beauty  excited  a  murmur,  of 
Burpnse,  and  the  younger  knights  told  each  other  with 
their  eyes,  in  silent  correspondence,  that  Brian's  best 
apolo^  was  in  the  power  of  her  real  charms,  rather 
than  of  her  imaginary  witchcraft.  But  Higg.  the  son 
of  Snell,  felt  most  deeply  the  efiect  produced  by  the 
Bgfat  of  the  countenance  of  his  benefactress.  "  Let 
me  go  forth."  he  said  to  the  warders  at  the  door  of 
Ae  hall,— **  let  me  go  forth !— To  look  at  her  again 
will  kill  me^  for  I  have  had  a  share  in  murdering  her." 

,"  Peace,  poor  man,"  said  Rebecca,  when  she  heard 
bis  exclamation :  '*  thou  hast  done  me  no  harm  by 
speaking  the  truth-^thou  canst  not  aid  me  by  thy  com- 
plaints or  lamentations.  Peace,  I  pray  thee--go  home 
and  save  thyself." 

Higg  was  about  to  be  thrust  out  by  the  compassion 
of  the  warders,  who  were  apprehensive  lest  his  clamo- 
rous grief  should  draw  upon  them  reprehension,  and 
imon  himself  punishraenL  But  he  promised  to  be 
went,  and  was  permitted  to  remain.  The  two  men- 
at-arms,  with  whom  Albert  Malvoism  had  not  failed 
to  communicate  upon  the  import  of  their  testimony, 
were  now  caUed  forward.  Thou^  both  were  hard- 
ened and  inflexible  villains,  the  sight  of  the  captive 
maiden,  aa  well  as  her  excelling  beauty,  at  first  ap- 
peared to  stagger  them;-  but  an  expressive  glance 
ROTO  the  Preceptor  of  T^JOpIfi^towe  restored  them  to 
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their  dogged  .oompeeiTO :  and  they  dehvered,  with  a 
precision  which  would  Jiave  seemed  suspicious  t« 
more  unparthil  judges,  drcumstanoes  cither  alto* 

f  ether  fictitious  or  tnvial,  and  natural  in  themselves^ 
ut  rendered  pregnant  with  susindon  by  the  exagge- 
rated manner  m  which  they  were  told  and  the  sinister 
commentary  which  the  witnesses  added  to  the  facts. 
The  circumstances  of  their  evidence  would  have  been 
in  ^modern  days^  divided  into  two  cUsses— those 
which  were  immaterial,  and  those  which  were  acti>* 
ally  and  physically  impossible.  But  both  were,  in. 
those  ignorant  and  superstitious  times,  easily  credit- 
ed as  proofi9  ef  guilL— The  first  class  set  forth, 
that  Rebecca  was  neard  to  mutter  to  herself  in  an 
unknown  tongue— that  the  songs  she  sung  by  fits 
were  of  a  strangely  sweet  sound,  which  made  the  ears 
of  the  hearer  tmgle^  and  his  heart  throb— that  she 
spoke  at  times  to  hersdf,  and  seemed  to  look  upward 
for  a  reply— that  her  garments  were  of  a  strange  and 
mystic  form,  unlike  those  of  women  of  good  repute- 
that  she  had  rings  impressed  with  cabalisticai  devices, 
and  that  strange  characters  were  broidered  on  her 
veil. 

All  these  circumstances,  so  natural  and  so  trivial, 
were  gravely  listened  to  as  proofs,  or,  at  least,  aa 
a^rding  strong  suspicions  that  Rebecca  had  unlaw- 
ful correspondence  with  mystical  powers. 

But  there  was  less  equivocal  testimony,  which  the 
credulity  of  the  assembly^  or  of  the  greater  part, 
greedily  swallowed,  however  incredible.  One  or  the 
soldiers  had  seen  her  work  a  curenipon  a  wounded 
man,  brought  with-them  to  the  castle  of  Torquilstone. 
She  did,  he  said,  make  certain  signs  upon  the  wound, 
and  r^atea  certain  mysterious  words,  which  he 
blessed  God  he  understood  not,  when  the  iron  head 
of  a  square  cross-bow  bolt  disengaged  itself  from  the 
wound,  the  bleeding  was  stanched,  the  wound  was 
closed,  and  the  dying  man  was,  within  the  quarter  of 
an  hour,  walking  upon  the  ramparts,  and  assisting 
the  witness  in  manayging  a  mangonel,  or  machine  for 
hurling  stones.  Tms  legend  was  probably  founded 
tipon  the  fact  that  Rebecca  had  attended  on  the 
wounded  Ivanhoe  when  in  the  castle  of  Torquilstone. 
But  it  was  the  more  difficult  to  dispute  the  accuracy 
of  the;  witness,  as,  in  order  ,to  produce  real  evidence  in 
support  of  his  verbal  testimony,  he  drew  from  his 
pouch  the  very  bolt-head,  which,  according  to  his 
story,  had  been  miraculously  extracted  from  the 
wound ;  and  as  the  iron  weighed  a  full  ounce,  it  com- 
pletely confirmed  the  tale,  however  marvellous. 

His  comrade  hid  been  a  wimesAfrom  a  neighboor- 
in£{  battlement  ot  the  scene  betwixt  Rebecca  and 
Bois-Guilbert,  when  she  was  upon  the  point  of  pre- 
cipitating herself  from  the  top  of  the  tower.  Not  to 
be  behind  his  companion,  this  fellow  stated,  that  he 
had  seen  Rebecca  perch  herself  upon  the  parapet  of 
(he  turret,  and  there  take  the  form  of  a  milk-white 
swan,  under  which  appei^rance  she  flitted  three  times 
round  the  castle  of  Torquilstone;  then  again  settle  on 
the  turret,  and  once  more  assume  the  female  form. 

Less  than  one  half  of  this  weighty  evidence  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  convict  any  old  woman,  poor 
and  ugly,  even  though  she  had  not  been  a  Jewees. 
United  with  that  fatal  circumstance,  the  body  of  proof 
was  too  weighty  for  Rebecca's  youth,  though  com- 
bined with  the  most  exquisite  beauty. 

The  Grand  Master  had  collected  the  suffrages,  and 
now  in  a  solemn  tone  demanded  of  Rebecca  what 
she  had  to  say  against  the  sentence  of  condemnation, 
which  he  was  about  to  pronounce. 

"To  invoke  yot^pity,"  said  the  lovely  Jewess,  wiin 
a  voice  somewhat  tremulous  with  emotion,  *' would, 
I  am  aware,  be  as  useless  as  I  shoukl  ho.d  it  mean. 
To  state  that  to  relieve  the  sick  and  wounded  of  an- 
other religwn.  cannot  be  displeasing  to  the  acknow- 
ledged Founder  of  both  our  faiths,  were  also  unavail- 
ing; to  plead  that  many  things  which  theae  men 
(whom  may  heaven  pardon  1)  have  spoken  ag^ainst  me 
are,  impossible,  would  avail  me  but  little,  smce  yon 
believe  in  their  poesibihty ;  and  still  less  would  it  ad- 
vantage me  to  explain,  that  the  peculiaritiee  of  my 
dress,  language,  and  manners,  are  those  of  my  peo- 
ple—I had  well  nigh  said  of  my  country,  but  alas !  we 
have  no  country.  Nor  will  1  even  viadicate  myself  at 
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the  cxpcnfir  of  my  oppressor,  wno  stands  there  listen- 
inj;  to  tile  ficliuns  nnd  surmises  wliich  secin  to  con- 
vert the  tyrant  into  the  \'iclini.— God  be  jiid^  Ivtween 
him  and  me !  but  rather  would  I  submit  to  ten  such 
dcatlis  as  yuur  pleasure  may  denoun(re  against  mo, 
than  listen  to  the  suit  which  that  man  of  ik^liai  has 
urgt-d  up'in  mt—fnendlus!?,  defenceless,  and  his  pri- 
riorior.  But  ho  if*  of  vour  own  faith,  and  his  lightest 
athrniance  would  wtfj^h  down  the  most  solomn  pro- 
testations of  the  distressed  Jewess.  I  will  not  then> 
fore  ri-turn  to  liinisi.lf  the  char^r*  brouprht  against  me 
— Ijul  to  himw-lf— Yes,  Brian  de  Bois-Guillurt,  to  thy- 
self I  ap[H>al,  whether  theso  accusati<ms  are  not  false? 
as  monstrous  and  calumnious  as  they  are  deadly  7" 

Theru  uas  a  pause;  all  ryes  turned  to  Brian  dc 
Bois-Guilbert.    Ho  was  silent. 

"S|wik,''  she  snid,  "if  fhou  art  a  man— if  thou  art 
a  (Miristian,  speak  I— I  conjure  thee,  by  the  habit 
which  thou  dost  wi-ar,  b/  the  name  thou  dost  inhtrit 


—by  the  knij^litho^Kl  thou  dost  vaunt— by  the  honour    est  die  for  it  t 


His  features  relaxed  in  their  usnal  severity  as  hcgoH 
upon  the  beautiful  creature  before  hiip,  alone,  o^ 
fnendedf  and  defending  herself  with  so  much  ^xril 
and  courage.  He  crossed  himself  twice,  as  doubton 
whence  arose  the  unwonted  softening  of  a  beirti 
which  on  such  occasions  us(.d  to  resemble  in  hardoeii 
the  st(!el  of  his  sword.    At  length  he  spoke. 

"  Damsel,"  he  said;  "  if  the  pity  I  frcl  for  thee  iriie 
from  any  practice  thme  c^-il  arts  ha\t!  made  onm^ 
great  is  \hy  guilt.  But  I  rather  jud;re  it  the  kiadtf 
feeUngs  of  nature,  which  grieves  that  so  goodly  a 
form  should  be  a  vessel  of  perdition.  RecK-nt,  my 
daughter— confess  thy  witchcrafts — turn  thee  from 
thine  evil  faith — embrace  this  holy  emblem,  and  ill 
shall  yet  be  will  with  thee  here  and  hereatter.  la 
some  sisterhood  of  the  strictest  order,  shall  tfaouhtfe 
time  fur  praver  and  fitting  penance,  and  that  nepeot- 
ance  not  to  be  repented  of.  This  do  and  live— vhat 
has  the  law  of  Moses  done  for  thee  that  thou  shoiJd- 


of  thy  mothei^by  the  tomb  and  the  hones  of  thy 
father-— I  conjure  ihac  to  say,  are  these  thin:;s  true?'* 

"Answer  ht-r  brolhf  r,"  sa'id  tlic  (irand  Masfrr,  "if 
the  Knemy  with  whom  thou  dost  wrestle  will  give 
ihee  power." 

In  fact,  liois-Guilbcrt  seemed  agitated  by  contend- 
ing passion!;!,  whi':halrnost  convulsed  his  features,  and 
It  was  with  a  constrained  voice  that  at  last  he  re- 
ph''d,  looking  lo  Ri.btiTa,— "  The  scroll !  -the  scndl !'' 

"Ay,"  said  Beaumanoir,  "thisLsindeitl  testimony  ! 
The  victim  of  her  witi^h*  ries  can  tmly  nam^  the  fatal 
scroll,  the  six-ll  inscribed  on  which  is,  doubtless,  the 
cause  of  his  silence." 

But  Keb'icoa  put  another  interpivlaJion  on  the 
words  extortetl  as  it  were  from  Bois  Guilbert,  and 
glancing  her  eye  upon  the  slifi  of  parchment  which 
she  continuod  to  hold  in  her  hand,  she  read  written 
thereupon  in  the  Arabian  chararter,  Dtmand  n  Chnm- 
pion !  The  muniiurini;  commentary  which  ran 
through  the  ass«'mbly  at  the  strange  reply  of  J^)is- 
(iuillir  rt,  gave  Uebreca  leisure  to  examine  and  in- 
stantly to  destroy  the  scroll  unobM-rved.  When  the 
whispir  had  e(  used,  I  hi-  Grand  Master  sp<»ke. 

"Rilieeea,  thou  carl^t  derive  no  benelit  from  the 
cvidtMice  of  this  unhajipy  kn'ght,  for  whom,  as  we 
well  perceiv:',  the  Kiuiuy  is  yet  too  powerful.  Hast 
tiiou  aught  else  to  say  ?" 

"There  is  yet  one  chance  of  life  I'^fi  to  me."  said 
Rebi.'rci!,  "even  by  vt^ur  own  fierce  laws.  I^ife  has 
Ut'ii  miserable- niin  rable,  at  leant,  of  late— bu^  I  will 
not  C4jst  awny  the  gift  of  Go'K  while  he  atlbrds  i.ie  the 
means  of  fleiuiding  it.  1  ileny  ibis  eharp— I  main- 
tain my  innocence,  and  I  declare  the  falsehood  of  this 
ai'cu!*atu>n  -I  challenire  the  privib  ge  of  trial  by  com- 
bat, ami  will  appear  by  my  champion." 

"And  who,  Uebc-oca,"  replied  the  Grand  MastcT, 
"win  lay  lance  in  rest  f»r  a  sorceress?  who  will  be 
the  champion  of  a  Jewess  7" 


It  was  the  law  of  my  fathers^"  said  Rebecca;  "il 

was  dt  livered  in  thunders  and  m  stonns  upon  tkc 
mountain  of  Sinai,  in  cloud  and  in  lire.  Thiswifre 
arc  Christians,  ve  believe— it  is,  you  say,  rccaiku;  but 
so  my  teachers  nave  not  taught  me." 

"Let  our  chaplain,"  said  Beaumanoir,  " stand fimh, 
and  tell  this  obstinate  infidel" — ;- 

"  Forgive  th»?  internipfion,"  said  Rebecca,  mo^y; 
"I  am  a  nuiidr-n,  uuc-kdied  to  di.^'pute  fur  my  reli^ido, 
but  I  can  die  for  it,  if  it  be  God's  will.— Let  mepny 
your  answer  to  my  demand  of  a  champion." 

"Give  me  her  jrlove,"  said  Beaumanoir.  "Thisil 
indceti,"  he  continm^l,  as  he  looked  at  the  flims)'  tex- 
ture and  slender  fingers,  "a.«*light  nnd  frail  gacefora 
purpose  so  deadly !— Secst  thou,  Rebecca,  as  this  thin 
and  liL'ht  glove  of  thine  ui  to  one  of  our  heavy  st^ 
piuntbts,  so  is  thy  cause  to  that  of  the  Temple,  for  it 
IS  our  Order  which  thou  hast  defied." 

"Cast  my  innocence  into  the  scale,"  answered 
Rebecca,  "and  the  glove  of  silk  shall  outwtiidi  tht 
glovi^of  iron." 

"Then  do?t  thou  persist  in  thy  refusal  to  conicfli 
thy  iniilt,  and  in  that  bold  challenge  which  thou  hsfl 
made  ?" 
"  I  ilo  persist,  noble  sir,"  answmd  Rebecca. 
"So  be  it  then,  in  the  name  of  Ileavtn,"  said  tla 
Grand  Master;  "and  may  God  show  the  right!" 

*'Amen,"  rt  plied  the  Preceptors  around  nim.  ind 
the  word  was  deeply  echot-d  by  the  whole  assembly. 
^Brf.tlin;n."  said  Beaumanoir,  "von  are  awin 
thai  we  niiunt  well  have  refused  to  this  woman  thi 
benefit  of  the  trial  by  combat— but  though  a  Jewe« 
and  an  unUliever,  she  is  also  a  Ktranger  nnd  defence 
less,  and  (lod  forbid  that  she  should  ask  tlie  benefit  ol 
our  mild  laws,  iind  that  it  should  be  refused  to  ha. 
Moreover,  we  are  knights  ond  sobiicrs  as  wt-U  ii 
men  of  religi«m,  and  shame  it  were  to  us  upon  nay 

, .. prt'ience,  to  a-fiise  proflen-d  c^nnbat.    Thu.*.  tK€»- 

Gixi  will  raiw  me  up  a  chamjMon,"  said  Rebecca  Ior-,  stands  thcca.se.  Relnrcca,  the  daughter  of  IssK 
—"It  cannot  lie  that  in  merr\'  F.nglaiid— the  hospila- ;  of  York,  is,  by  many  frec|uent  and  susincious  ciicuit- 
ble,  thf  gfNKrous,  the  frie,  where  ^*o  many  are  ready  :  stances,  defamed  of  sorcery',  practised  on  iht-F^^'raoDof 
to  peril  their  lives  for  honour,  there  will  not  be  founri  :  a  noble  Knight  of  our  holv  Order,  and  hath  challen^td 
one  to  fvjhi  for  justice.  But  it  is  enough  that  I  dial-  i  the  combat  in  proof  of  "her  innoctncc.  To  whonw 
bfnae  the  tnal  by  combat  -there  lit  s  my  gaire."  .  nverend  brethren,  is  it  your  opini<m  that  we  shouH 

^^lIe  took  her  embn)i(li-r(-(]  glove  fnim  her  hand,  and    deliver  the  gage  of  battle,  naming  [*ii"i  &t  the  ftml 
fiuiiif  it  down  Im  fore  the  (irriiid  Master  wirh  an  air  of     ' 


nlind(^^  simiiliciiy  ami  dignity,  which  e.\ciled  univer- 
sal surprise  and  uilmiration. 


CIIAPTRR  XXXVIII. 


-  Thcro  I  Uimw  injr  irnir^. 


To  i-rtivo  if  on  flue  lo  l!iu  extrouwHt  point 
urinariiitldariiitf. 

Rkkard  11. 

F.vFN  Lueos  Beaumanoir  himself  was  alfectal  by 

the  mien  and  a|j|x  aranir-  of  It/becca.    He  was  not 

«irigina!ly  aeruel  or  even  a  st>ver«rrnan  ;  but  wiihpas- 

stoii'i  by  nature  cold,  and  with  a  high,  thou^zh  mista- 

kcn  Si'iiHt'  offiutVf  hin  heart  had  Im.vu  gradually  bar-  , ._  _  „       ^^ 

fi'c/itfJ  if}-  the  afif-Ptu:  lift'  which  he  pursvied,  Uie  su-  \  vo  ^xvaw  d<:  Hois-Guilbert.- It  is  our  cnanre  to  ihef 
pn-mo  futwir  which  hv  enjoyed,  nnd  t\u'.   supposi-d  \\)Ynv\v:T,"  Vvr  ct^tvxxwac^  ^^JAxw^^^\^  ^vmsii^n"  lo  Bo* 
net->rssity  of  futHhiing  infidi  lity  and  ertu\\eaUi\E  hc-\Civ;\\V\V,\v\\^\v\vv^>a.;^\ViW\^^^^ 
tmy,  which  he concdved  peculiarly  wcumbcul  oiiVum.  \  AouY>v\vw& >3c«x  v\\t  ¥»«A  ^waft  %V3^  xxvws^-^sA.^ 


time,  to  be  our  champion  on  the  field  ?'' 

"To  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  whom  it  chiefly  coo* 
ccnis,"'  sjiid  the  Preceptor  of  Goodalricke,  *'  and  wMk 
moreover,  best  knows  how  the  truth  stands  in  ihii 
matter." 

"But  if."  said  the  Grand  Master,  "our  brother 
Brian  be  und>r  the  infiucneuof  a  charm  or  a  eprll— 
— wc  speak  but  for  tlic  sake  of  precaution,  iXn  to  the 
arm  of  none  tif  our  holy  Order  would  we  mure  wil 
hngly  confide  this  or  n  more  weighty  cause," 

"Reverend  father,"  answered  tnc  Preceptor  d 
Goodalricke,  "  no  spt^ll  cim  aflect  the  champion  wh* 
comes  f«irwanl  to  fight  for  thejudciiient  of  God." 

"Thim  sayest  right,  brother,'^  snid  the  Grand 
Master.    "  AllnTt  Malvoisin,  give  tliis  gage  of  battll 


cftcjuF.  ixxvin.i 
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tit^mL  Rebacca,  attend,  that  vfe  assign  thee  th«  third 
dMDpm  the  present  to  find  a  champion.*' 

*  That  IB  but  brief  spa'cck"  answered  Rebecca,  "  for 
n  stranger,  who  is  also  or  another  faith,  to  find  one 

"      wifldi  •      •  ...-., 


_.  do  battle,  wagering  life  and  honour  for  her 

ouafc  against  a  knight  who  is  called  an  approved  sol- 
dier."^ 

"  We  may  not  extend  it,  *  answere{}  the  Grand 
Master ;  "  the  field  must  be  fbughten  in  our  own  pre- 
eenee,  and  diver^  weighty  causes  call  us  on  the 
foarth  day  from  hence. 

"God's  will  be  done!'*  said  Rebecca;  "I  put  my 
trust  in  Him,  to  whom  an  instant  is  as  effectual  to 
save  as  a  whole  age." 

"  ThoQ  hast  spoken  well,  damsel,"  said  the  Grand 
Master ;  "  but  well  know  we  who  can  array  himself 
like  an  angel  of  light  It  remains  but  to  name  a  fit- 
tins  pi  ace  of  combat,  and  if  it  so  hap,  also  of  execu- 
tion.—Where  is  the  Preceptor  of  this  house  f 

Albert  Malvoiain,  still  holding  Rebecca's  glove  in 
his  baod,  was  speaking  to  Bois-Ghiilbert  very  ear- 
nesdy,  but  in  a  low  voice. 

^How!"  said  the  Grand  Master,  ""  will  he  not 
receive  the  gage  t" 

•*He  will— he  doth,  most  Reverend  Father,**  said 
Malvoiain,  slipping  the  gbve  tmder  his  own  mantle. 
*' And  for  the  place  of  combat,  I  hold  the  fittest  to  be 
the  lists  of  Saint  George  belonging  to  this  Preceplorv, 
and  used  by  as  for  military  exercise.'* 

''It  b  well,"  said  the  Grand  Master.—"  Rebecca, 
in  those  iists  shalt  thou  produce  thy  champion ;  and 
if  thou  faileet  to  do  so,  or  if  thy  champion  shall  be  dis- 
comfited by  the  judgment  of  God,  thou  shalt  then 
die  thedeatn  of  a  sorceress,  according  to  doom.— Let 
tbtt  our  judgment  be  recorded,  and  our  record  read 
aloud,  that  no  one  may  pretend  ignorance.'* 

One  of  the  chaplains,  who  acted  as  clerks  to  the 
chapter^  immediately  engraesed  the  order  in  a  huge 
volume,  which  contained  the  proceedings  of  the  Tem- 
plar Knights  when  solemnly  assembled  on  such 
occasions;  and  when  he  had  finished  writing,  the 
other  read  aloud  the  sentence  of  the  Grand  Master, 
whicfa,  when  translated  from  the  Norman- French  m 
which  it  was  couched,  was  expressed  as  follows  .— 

**  Rebecca,  a  Jewess,  daughter^  of  Isaac  of  York, 
beiss  attainted  of  sorcery,  seduction,  and  other 
damnable  practicea  practised  on  a  Knight  of  the 
most  Holy  Order  or  the  Temple  of  Zion,  doth  deny 
the  same;  and  saith  that  the  testimony  deUveied 
against  her  this  dav,  is  false,  wicked,  and  disloyal ; 
and  that  by  lawfiil  e$9ain^  of  her  body  as  being 
unable  to  combat  in  her  own  behalf  she  doth  ofier, 
by  a  champion  instead  thereof;  to  avouch  her  case,  he 
performing  his  loyal  devoir  ih  all  knightly  sort,  with 
macti  arms  as  to  gage^of  battle  do  fully  appertain,  and 
that  at  her  peril  and  cost  And  therewith  she  prof- 
fieted  her  gag&  And  thegage  having  been  delivered 
ts  the  noble  Lord  and  Knight,  Brian  de  Bois-Ghiil- 
oert,  of  the  Holy  Order  of  the  Temple  of  Zion,  he  was 
appointed  to  do  this  battle,  in  behalf  of  his  Order  and 
himself;  as  ii^ured  and  impaired  by  the  practices  of 
the  appellant  Wherefbre  the  mostKeverend  Father 
and  puissant  Lord,  Lucas  Marquis  of  Beaumanoir, 
did  allow  of  the  said  challenge,  and  of  the  said  e*- 
mnne  of  the  appellant's  body,  and  assigned  the  third 
day  for  the  said  combat,  the  place  being  the  enck>- 
.  aim  called  the  lists  of  Saint  Gkoige,  near  to  the  Pre- 
ecptory  of  Templcstowe.  And  the  Grand  Master 
appoints  the  appellant  to  appear  there  by  her  oham- 
pioQ,  on  pain  oi  doom,  as  a  person  convicted  of  sor- 
•ery  or  seduction ;  and  also  the  defendant  so  to  appear, 
under  the  penalty  of  beinjg  held  and  adjudged  recreant 
in  a^  of  default:  ana  the  noble  Lord  and  most 
reverend  Father  sforesaid  appointed  the  battle  to  be 
done  in  his  own  presence,  and  according  to  all  that 
IS  commendable  and  profitable  in  such  a  case.  And 
may  God  aid  the  just  cause  f 

*^Anien!**  said  the  Grand  Master;  and  the  word 
was  echoed  by  all  around.  Rebecca  spoke  not,  but 
she  looked  jip  to  heaven,  and,  folding  her  hands,  re- 
mamed  for  a  nunute  without  change  of  attitude.  She 

hare  MlatM  to  the  appallaat*t 
ofMroira 


pri«il«fe 
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then  modestly  reminded  the  Grand  Master,  that  she 
ought  to  be  permitted  somd  opportunity  of  free  com- 
munication with  her  friends,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing her  condition  known  to  them,  and  procuring,  il 
possible,  some  champion  tq^  fight  in  her  behalf. 

"It  is  just  and  lawful,"  said  the  Grand  Master; 
"  choose  what  messenger  thou  shalt  trust,  and  he 
shall  have  fi^e  communication  with  thee  in  thy  *" 
prison-chamber.** 

"Is  there,"  said  Rebecca,  "ahy  one  here,  who,  either 
for  love  of  a  aood  cause,  or  for  ample  hire,  will  do  the 
errand  of  a  distressed  being  T' 

All  were  silent;  for  none  thought  it  safe,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Master,  to  avow,  anv  interest 
m  the  calumniated  prisoner  lest  he  should  be  sus- . 
pected  of  leaning  towards  Judaism.,  Not  even  the 
prospect  of  reward,  far  less  any  feelings  of  compas- 
sion alone,  could  surmount  this  apprehension.  , 

Rebecca  stood  for  a  few  moments  in  indescribable 
anxiety,  and  then  exclaimed,  "Is  it  really  thus?~ 
And  in  English  land^  am  I  to  be  deprived  of  the  poor 
chance  of  safety  which  remains  to  me,  for  want  of 
an  act  of  charity  which  would  not  be  refused  to  the 
worst  criminal  7  • 

Higg,  the  son  of  Snell,  at  length  imlied,  "  I  am 
but  a  maimed  man,  but  that  I  can  at  all  stir  or  mov^ 
was  owing  to  her  charitable  assistance.— I  will  do 
thine  errand,**  he  added,  addressing  Rebecca,  "as 
well  as  a  crippled  object  can,  and  iiappy  were  my 
limbs  fleet  enough  to  repair  the  mischief  done  by  niy 
tongue.  Alas !  when  I  ooasted  of  thy  charity,  I  little 
thought  I  was  leading  thee  into  danger  1" 

"  God,"  said  Rebecca,  "  is  the  diffl)Oser  of  all.    He 
can  turn,  back  the  captivity  of  Judah,  even  by  the    > 
weakest  instrument     To  execute  his  message  the 
snail  is  as  sure  a  messenger  as  the  falcon.    Seek  out 
Isaac  of  York— here  is  that  will  pay  for  horse  and 

San—let  him  have  this  scroll.— I  know  not  if  it  be  ox ' 
eaven  the  spirit  which  inspires  me,  but  most  truly. 
do  I  ju^  that  I  am  not  to  die  this  death,  and  that  a 
champion  will  be  raised  up  for  me.  Farewell  I— Life 
and  death  are  m  thy  haste." 

The  peasant  took  the  scroll,  which  contained  only 
a  few  lines  in  Hebrew.  Many  of  the  crowd  would 
have  dissuaded  him  from  touching  a  document  so 
suspicious ;  but  Hi^  was  resolute  in  the  service  of 
his  benefactress.  She  had  saved  his  body,  he  said, 
ILnd  he  was  confident  she  dkl  not  mean  to  peril  his 
souL 

"  I  win  get  m&"  he  said,  '*  xdv  neighbour  Buthan's 
good  capiu,*  and  I  will  be  at  York  within  as  brief 
space  as  man  and  beast  may." 

But  as  it  fortuned,  he  had  no  occasion  to  go  so  far, 
for  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  gate  of  tbe 
Precatory  he  met  with  two  riders,  whom,  by  their 
dress  and  their  huge  yellow  caps,  be  knew  to  be  Jews ; 
and,  on  approaching  more  nearly,  discovered  that  one 
of  them  was  his  ancient  employer,  Isaac  of  Yor|c. 
T%e  other  was  the  Rabbi  Ben  Samuel ;  and  both  had 
approached  as  near  to  the  Preceptory  as  they  dared, 
on  hearing  thaiT  the  Grand  Master  had  summoned  « 
chapter  for  the  trial  of  a  sorceress. 

"Brother  Ben  Samuel,''  said  Isaac,  "my  soul  .. 
disquieted,  and  I  wot  not  why.  This  charge  of  nccro* 
mancy  is  right  ofUui  used  for  cloaking  evil  practices 
en  our  people.**  . 

"Be  of  good  comfort,  brother,*'  said  the  physician ; 
"  thou  canst  deal  with  the  Nazarenes  as  one  possess* 
ing  die  manunon  of  unrighteousness,  and  canst  there- 
fore puichase  immunity  at  their  hands— it  rules  the 
savage  minds  of  those  ungodly  men,  even  as  the  sig- 
net df  the  mighty  Solomon  was  said  to  cominand 
the  evil  genii.— But  what  poor  wretch  comes  hither 
upon  his  crutches,  desuing,  as  I  think,  some  speech 
of  me  1— Friend,**  continued  the  physician,  address? 
ing  Higg,  the  son  of  Snell,  "  I  refuse  thee  not  the  aid 
of^mine  art,  but  1  relieve  not  with  one  asper  thosd 
who  b^  for  alms  upon  the  highway.  Out  upon  thee  t 
—Hast  thou  the  Daisy  in  thy  leas?  then  let  thy  hands 
work  for  thy  livelihood ;  for,  albeit  thou  be*st  unfit  for  / 
a  speedy  post,  or  for  a  careful  shepherd,  or  for  xhit 
warfiune,  or  for  the  service  of  a  hasty  master,  vet  thera 
be  occnpatiDna— How  now,  brother  7"  said  he,  inter* 

*  Oos<i  1*  ••  iiont  f  in  a  mocs  limit«d  mon  wo  k-hona 
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niptinsliTfi  liJiransne  \a  look  toflrardfi  laoac,  who  had 
but  ^l^nced  nr  ^ho  armU  lar'htch  K^  ofibfed,  when, 
iiHcrius  Ti  (i(fi)  jowui,  hp  fell  fronThii  mule  lik@  a 
dyini?  ninii,  and  lay  for  R  mi  mite  ifi^enifbUv 

T!u-  Rjjhhj  now  disntotmk^J  in  gfpat  ahrm,  and 
IiHT?^rily  applti?*]  ihc  remedies  which  his  an  sugg^t'^d 
for  I  lie  n-covtrj'"  <>f  his  ccmpaniooK  He  hnil  tvra 
fmkon  fmni  hti^  micket  a  cupping  aprmniui^  and  Vr  ts 
fi^Miur  ti>  proctea  (o  pUlSniomy^  when  the;  ohjt'^t  of 
his  anxious  sahcitudti  sudLlinly  mvive?d ;  hut  it  wa&to 
dash  bis  cnp  fn>m  his  hiadt  and  to  throw dluston  his 
pray  bniTft,  Tlip  physidan  was  at  first  inrliiii^fl  lo  &n- 
ctihe  this  mciden  ^ml  vifflent  emo}ion  lo  tho  cBl  or.-^  i:»f 
jftsmnity ;  nnd,  mihflrin;^  to  his  Dngina]  purpose^  Jn'^rm 
oticH  again  to  handle  Kis  iniplefiit:iil&*  But  Isaac 
mon  convinced  him  of  hli*  error. 

"Child  ni  my  fortt^w^*  h**  said^  "wdl  phouHit 
thou  Ins  calW  ^Renoni,  icisEciad  of  Rtbpcca !    Why 
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shijuld  thy  rteniir  briri^  lUwn  my  i^my  liairs  to  [he 

^nvr^  tilh' in  t'     ' ' ^   —    '-^ *  ^-' 

and  die  \" 


£tRTP^  tith'  in  the  biittrnesa  of  my  heart,  1  curae  God 


^  ■  Brnthpft**  eajd  the  Rnbhi,  in  ereat  aarpdHCj  "^art 
thmi  ft  father  in  lerad,  and  doai  thou  nttpr  words  like 
unto  these "7-^!  trust  that  the  child  of  thy  house  yet 
liveih  f '  ,' 

.  **  She  liveth,"  answered  Isaac ;  "  but  it  is  as  Daniel, 
who  was  called  Beltheshazzar,  even  when  within  the 
den  of  the  lions.  She  is  captive  unto  thosr  — -n  nf  Pr-. 
lial,  and  they  will  wreak  their  cruelty  upon  i  i  ■  f ,  i  .^4 
neither  for  her  youth  nor  her  comely  favour,  f  ? '  '  .e 
was  as  a  crown  of  green  palms  to  my  ■:\i\y  I  ^  :  -; 
and  she  must  wither  in  a  night,  like  ihf  ^oiird  of 
Jonah !— Child  of  my  love  I— child  of  my  uLI  a^e  I-- 
oh,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Rachel!  the  *i;&rkrtt-^  of 
the  shadow  of  death  hath  encompassed  i 

"  Yet  read  the  scroll,"  said  the  Rabbi ;  "  peradven- 
tore  it  may  be  that  we  may  yet  find  out  a  way  of 
deliverance." 

"Do  thou  read,  brother,"  answered  Isaac,  "for 
mine  eyes  are  as'  a  fountain  of  water." 

The  physician  read,  but  in  their  native  language, 
the  followmg  words : — 

"  To  Isaac,  the  son  of  Adonikam,  whom  the  Gen- 
tiles call  Isaac  of  York,  peace  and  the  blessing  of  tbe 
promise  be  multiplied  unto  thee !— My  father,  I  am 
as  one  doomed  to  die  for  that  which  my  soul  knoweth 
not— even  for  the  crime  of  witchcraft  My  father,  if  a 
strong  man  can  be  found  to  do  battle  for  my  cause 
with  sword  and  spear,  according  to  the  customs  of 
the  Nazarenes,  and  that  within  the  lists  of  Temple- 
stowe,  on  the  third  day  from  this  time,  peradventure 
our  fathers'  God  will  give  him  strength  to  defend  the 
innocent,  and  her  who  hath  none  to  help  her.  But  if 
this  may  not  be,  let  the  virgins  of  our  people  mourn 
"^  for  me  as  for  one  cast  oii^and  for  the  hart  that  is 
stricken  by  the  hunter,  and  for  the  flower  which  is 
cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  the  mower.  Wherefore 
look  now  wnat  thou  doest,  and  whether  there  be  any 
rescue.  One  Nazarene  warrior  might  indeed  bear 
arms  in  my  behalf;  even  Wilfred,  son  of  Cedric, 
whom  the  Gentiles  call  Ivanhoe.  But  he  may  not 
vet  endure  the  weight  of  his  armour.'  Nevertheless, 

tnd.  the  tidings  wito  him,  my  father;  for  he  hath 
>ur  among  the  strong  men  of  his  people,  and  as 
ne  was  our  companion  in  the  house  of  bondage,  he 
n  1.  r  .'  ^  -  -  --1.  to  do  battle  for  my  sake.  And 
til  .  .  !,  i  .1!  iHuo  him.  even  unto  Wilfred,  the 
m\  *Ji  Ci^dric,  Lliat;  if  Robci  cft  live,  or  if  5tebecca  die, 
ah-s  IJvcth  or  ditth  wholls-  fr.  e  of  the  guilt  she  is 
pharj,^ed  wtthfiL  And  if  it  be  thi- will  of  Gtod  that  thou 
fiWU  be  deprived  of  tliy  dauglaer,  do  not  thou  tarry, 
old  mim,  in  lliis  land  of  bl^jodahed  and  cruelty  {  but 
betake  thyself  lo  Cordova,  whtre  thy  brother  hveth 
/I*  suftjiy,  undtff  thi>  shudow  of  the  throne,  even  of  the 
throne  of  Boabriil  thu  ^aract  fi  j  for  less  cruel  are 
ihti  cruellies  of  the  l^Iooriv  tni  to  [he  race  of  Jacob,  than 
tlic  cntfdtiea  of  the  Naznreur  *  uf  England." 

IsatLii  listened  with  toiler &ld'^  composure  while  Ben 
Rniuuel  read  the  letlf-r,  and  then  again  resumed  jhe 
fft^turcs  and  exclainatians  of  Oriental  sorrow,  teanng 
nia  iiarnients,  bt'spririklin^  hi?  head  with  dust,  and 
tjaculadn!?,  **  My  daughter!  mv  daughter!  flesh  of 
tn¥  flesh-  and  hone  of  my  honti!  * 

Yet.'^  »iaii  the  Rabbi,  '*  takii  courage,  for  this  grief 


availeth  nothing.  Gird  np  thy  knos,  and  seek  out  tlui 
Wilfred^  tbe  son  of  Cediic.  It  mav  be  he  will  bete 
thee  with  counsel  or  with  strength ;  for  the  vontfi 
hath  favour  in  the  eyes  of  Richard,  called  of  the  Naza- 
renes CoBur-de-Lion,  and  the  tidings  that  he  hath 
returned  are  constant  in  the  land.  It  may  be  that  he 
may  obtain  his  lett^,  and  his  signet,  oommandins 
these  men  of  blood,  who  take  their  name  from  tra 
Temple  to  the  dishonour  thereof  that  th^  proceed 
not  m  their  purposed  wickedness." 

"I  will  seek  him  out,"  said  Is^ac,  for  be  is  a 
good  youth  and  hath  compassion  for  the  exile  of 
Jacob.  But  he  cannot  bear  his  armour,  and  what 
other  Chtistian  shall  do  battle  for  the  oppressed  of 
Zionr* 

"  Nay,  btit,''  said  the  Rabbi.  "  thou  speekesc  as 
one  that  knoweth  not  the  Gentiles.  With  gold  shaJ: 
thou  buy  their  valour,  even  as  with  gold  thou  bayest 
thine  own  safety.  Be  of  good  courage,  and  do  thou 
set  forward  to  find  out  this  Wilfreaof  Ivanhoe.  I 
will  also  up  and  be  dou^  for  great  sin  it  were  to 
leave  thee  in  thy  calamity.  I  wul  hie  me  to  the  qty 
ofYorl^  where  many  warriors  and  strong  men  an 
assembledi  and  doubt  not  I  will  find  among  tbem 
snTTjpone  who  will  do  battle  for, thy  daughter]  for 
E'^ld  IS  their  god,  and  for  riches  will  the^  pawnflidr 
hvf'f*  OS  well  as  theur  lands.— Thou  wilt  fulfil  jny 
bffvficr,  such  promise  as  I  may  make  unto  theai  in 
t'^      -a  me?'* 

-Ltircilly,  brother,"  said  Isaac,  **and  Hesveo  be 

J"'  I !  I  i  t  raised  me  up  a  comforter  in  my  misery, 
rant  them  not  their  full  demand  at  onoe, 
foi  U.VU  oudlt  find  it  the  quaUty  of  this  accursed  peo- 
ple that  they  will  ask  pounds,  and  pondventure  to* 
cept  of  ounces— Nevertheless,  be  it  as  thoa  wiliest 
for  I  am  distracted  in  this  thing,  and  what  wodd 
my  gold  avail  me  if  the  child  of  my  love  sbonld 
perish  I" 

"  Farewell,"  said  the  physician,  "  and  may  it  be  to 
thee  as  thy  heart  desireth." 

They  embraced  accordingly,  and  departed  on  their 
several  roads.'  The  crimiled  peasant  remained  for 
some  time  looking  after  them. 

"These  dog- Jews!"  said  he;  "to  take  no  mois 
notice  of  a  free  guild-brother,  than  if  I  were  a  bond 
slave  or  a  Turk,  or  a  circumcised  Hebrew  Uke  them- 
s'  !vi  <;  ?  Thc^'  fniL,'ht  have  flung  me  a  mancus  or  two. 
ho'hVcvcj.  1  vva«  not  obliged  to  bring  their  mihaDoveo 
eernwie,  and  run  the  risk  of  beim;  be  witched,  as  men 
fotks  rhfiD  one  told  me.  And  what  care  I  for  the  bit 
of  gold  that  the  wench  gave  me,  if  I  am  to  come  to 
h  ann  r[>jn]  the  priest  next  Easter  at  confession,  and 
be  oblij^t^d  to  give  him  twice  as  much  to  make  it  q> 
with  him,  and  be  called  the  Jevir's  flying  post  all  my 
hf*^'^  ad  it  [tjQy  liup,  uito  the  bargain?  Ithmk  I  was 
be  witched  in  earnest  when  I  was  beside  that  g^f— 
Rui  it  wiis  fiJujiy.^  ho  with  Jew  or  Gtentilo,  whosoever 
cume  near  hur  -  iiune  could  stay  when  she  had  an 
errand.to  go— and  still,  when  ever  I  tliink  of  ho^  I 
would  give  shop  and  tools  to  save  her  hfe." 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

O  maid,  unrolfliithif  and  cold  as  thoa  art, 
Mjr  botom  u  proud  at  thiae  own. 

8SWABB^     • 

It  was  in  the  twilight  of  the  day  when  hor  irial«  i 
it  could  be  called  such,  had  taken  place,  that  a  ws 
knock  was  heard  at  the  door  of  Rebecca's  prisaa- 
chamber.  It  disturbed  not  the  inmate,  who  wH' 
then  engaged  in  the  evening  prayer  recommended  bf 
her  rehgion,  and  which  concluded  with  a  hymn  «• 
have  ventured  thus  to  translate  into  English. 

When  Israel,  of  (he  Lord  beloved,  • 

Out  of  Uie  land  of  bondage  came, 
Her  father's  God  before  her  moved. 

An  awAil  guide,  in  smoke  and  flaaaa. 
Bf  day.  alone  Uie  astonish'd  lands 

The  cloudy  pillar  g-lidod  slow  ; 
By  niiirht,  Arabia's  oriroson'd  sands 

Retum'd  the  fiery  column'a  glow. 

There  rose  the  choral  hymn  of  pn^M,  * 
And  trump  and  timbrel  ansvrrr'  •  ^een. 

And  Zion's  daughters  poo*^d  thiii  4vs, 
With  prje|t:ij^p^;iir^»i<jj>^^l^t 
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No  portentt  now  ©ur  foes  i 

Porstken  Urael  wandoni  lone : 
Our  fhthen  would  not  know  Thy  w^. 

And  Thou  bait  left  tben  tm  Uwir  own. 

Bat,  present  itiU,  though  now  uneeen ; 

Wheu  briffhtly  shinee  the  protpevoai  dafi 
Sb  thoughu  of  THBB  a  eloodjr  Mraen 

To  temper  the  deceitful  tar. 
And  oh,  when  stoops  on  Judah's  patir 

In  ihade  and  storm  the  frequent  night. 
Be  Thou,  long-soflfering,  slow  to  wntb, 

A  buroing,  and  a  ahii^iQc  light  I 


Our  harpi  we  left  by  Babel's  s  -  _., 

Tlie  tyrant's  jest,  the  Gentile's  scorn } 
No  oenser  round  our  altar  beams, 

And  mute  our  timbrel,  tramp,  and  horn. 
But  Thou  hast  said«  the  blood  of  goat, 

The  flesh  of  rams,  I  will  not  prize ; 
A  contrite  heart,  and  humble  thought, 

Are  mine  accepted  sacriflca. 

'When  t)^  Bounds  of  Rebecca's  devotional  hymn 
had  dial  away  in  silence,  the  low  knock  at  the  door 
was  again  renewed.  "  Enter,"  she  said,  "  if  thou  art 
m.  Irieod ;  and  if  a  foe,  I  have  not  the  means  of  re- 
fiwis  thv  entrance." 

*^I  am,^'  said  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  entering  the 
Martment^  "  friend  or  foe,  Rebecca,  as  the  event  of 
tale  interview  shall  make  itie." 

Alanned  at  the  sight  of  this  man,  whos^  licentious 
passion  she  cotisidered  as  the  root  of  her  misfortunes, 
Rebecca  drew  backward  with  a  cautious  and  alarmed, 
yet  not  a  timorous  demeanour,  into  the  farthest  cor- 
ner of  the  apartment,  as  if  determined  to  retreat  as 
£ur  as  she  could,  but  to  stand  her  ground  when  retreat 
became  no  longer  possible.  She  drew  herself  into  an 
amtade  not  of  defiance,  but  of  resolution,  as  one  that 
ivould  avoid  provoking  assault,  yet  was  resolute  to 
ICpel  it,  being  offered,  to  the  utmost  of  her  power. 

Tou  have  no  reason  to  fear  me,  Rebecca,"  said 
the  Templar  r"  or  if  I  must  so  qualify  mv  speech, 
jroo  have  at  least  now  no  reason  to  fear  me." 

'^I  fear  you  not,  Sir  Knight,"  replied  Rebecca,  al- 
thoui^h  her  short-drawn  breath  seemed  to  belie  th& 
heroism  of  her  accents ;  "  my  trust  is  strong,  and  I 
lear  thee  not" 

"You  have  no  cause,"  answered  Bois-Gruilbert, 
gravely;  "my  former  frantic  attempts  you  have  not 
now  to  dread.  Within  your  call  arc  guards,  over 
whom  I  have  no  authonty.  They  are  designed  to 
conduct  you  to  death,  Rebecca,  yet  would  not  suffer 
you  to  be  insulted,  by  any  one,  even  by  me,  were  my 
fremy— for  frenzy  it  i»— to  urge  me  so  far." 

"May,  Heaven  be  praia^!"  said  the  Jewess; 
^  death  is  the  least  of  my  apprehensions  in  this  den 
of  evil." 

"Ay,"  replied  the  Templar,  "the  ideaof  d^ath  is 
easily  received  by  the  courageous  mind,  when  the 
load  to  it  is  sudden  and  open.  A  thruat  with  a  lance, 
a  stroke  with  a  sword,  were  to  me  little— To  you,  a 
apring  from  a  dizzy  battlement,  a  stroke  with  a  sharp 
pO|Qian).  has  no  terrors,  compared  with  what  either 
thinks  disgrace.  Mark  me— I  say  this— perhaps  mine 
own  sentiments  oS  honour  are  not  less  fantastic,  Re- 
becca, than  thine  are ;  but  we  know  alike  how  to  die 
16r  them." 

"  Unhappy  man,"  said  the  Jewess ;  "  and  art  thou 
condemned  to  expose  thy  life  for  principles,  of  which 
thy  sober  judgment  does  not  acknowledge  the  solid- 
ity 1  Surely  this  is  a  parting  with  your  treasure  for 
that  which  is  not  bread— but  deem  not  so  of  me.  Thy 
nsolution  may  fluctuate  on  the  wild  and  changeful 
billows  of  human  opinion,  but  mine  is  anchored  on 
the  Rock  of  Ages." 

"  Sileooe,  maklen,"  answered  the  Templar:  "such 
discourse  now  avails  but  little.  Thou  art  condemned 
to  die  not  a  sudden  and  easy  death,  such  as  miseiy 
chooses^  and  despair  welcomes,  but  a  slow,  wretched, 
protracted  course  of  torture,  suited  to  what  the  dia- 
bolical bigotry  of  these  men  calls  thy  crime." 

"And  to  whom— if  such  my  fate— to  whom  do  I 
owe  this  1"  said  Rebecca ;  "  surely  only  to  him,  who, 
for  a  most  selfish  and  brutal  cause,  dragged  me 
hither,  and  who  now,  for  some  unknown  purpose  of 
bis  own,  strives  to  exaggerate  the  wretched  &te  to 
which  he  exposed  roe." 

"Think  not,"  laid  the  Temolar.  "that  I  have  8o 


exposed  thee;  I  would  have  bncklered  thee  agains 
such  danger  with  my  own  bosom,  as  freely  as  ever  1 
exposed  it  to  the  shafts  which  had  otherwise  reached 
thy  life," 

'*Had  thy  puroose  been  the  honourable  protection 
of  the  innocent,"  said  Rebecca,  "I  had  thanked  thee 
for  thy  care— as  it  is,  thou  hast  claimed  merit  for 
it  so  oflen,  that  I  tell  thee  life  is  worth  nothing  to 
me,  preserved  at  the  price  which  thou  wouldst  exact 
for  it" 

"Truce  with  thine  upbraidings,  Rebecca,"  said  the 
Templar ;  "  I  have  my  own  ca'use  of  grief,  and  brook 
not  that  thy  reproaches  sliouid  add  to  it."  i 

"What  is  thy  purpose,  then.  Sir  Knight?"  said  the 
Jewess;  "speak  it  briefly.— Il  thou  hast  aught  to  do, 
save  to  witness  the  misery  thou  hast  caused,  let  me 
know  it ;  and  then,  if  so  it  please  you,  leave  me  to 
myself— the  step  between  time  and  eternity  is  short 
but  terrible— and  I  have  fbw  moments  to  prepare 
for  it." 

"I  perceive,  Rebecca,"  said  Bois-Quilbert,  "that 
thou  dost  continue  to  burden  me  with  the  charge  of 
distresses,  which  most  fain  would  I  have  prevented.'" 

"  Sir  Knight,"  said  Rebecca,  "I  would  avoid  re- 
proaches—But what  is  more  certain  than  that  I  owe " 
my  death  to  thine  unbridled  passion  ?" 

;*  You, err— you  err/'— said  the  Templar,  hastily, 
"  if  you  impute  what  i  could  neither  foresee  nor  pre- 
vent to  my  purpose  or  agency?— Could  I  guess  the 
unexpected  arrival  of  yon  dotard,  whom  some  flashes 
of  frantic  valour,  and  the  praises  yielded  by  fools  to 
the  stupid  self-torments  of  an  ascetic,  have  raised  for 
the  present  above  his  own  merits,  above  common 
sense,  above  me,  and  above  the  Hundreds  of  our  Or* 
der.  who  think  and  feel  as  men  free  from  such  silly 
and  fantastic  prejudices  as  are  the  grounds  of  his 
opinions  and  actions? 

"  Tet,"  said  Rebecca,  "  you  sate  a  judge  upon  me, 
innocent— most  innocent— as  you  knew  me  to  be— 
you  concurred  in  my  condemnation,  and,  if  I  ajight 
understood,  are  yourself  to  appear  in  arms  to  assert 
my  guilt,  and  assure  my  punishment" 

Thy  patience,  maiden,"  replied  the  Templar.— 
"  No  race  knows  so  well  as  thine  own  tribes  now  to 
submit  to  the  time,  and  so  to  trim  their  bark  as  to 
make  advantage  even  of  an  adverse  wind." 

"Lamented  be  the  hour,"  said  Rebecca,  "  that  has 
tau£Jit  such  art  to  the  House  of  Israel !  but  adversity 
bends  the  heart  as  iire  bends  the  stubborn  steel,  ana 
those  who  are  no  longer  their  own  governors,  and  the 
denizens  of  their  own  free  independent  stat&  must 
crouch  before  strangers.  It  is  our  curse.  Sir  Knighr, 
deserved,  doubtless,  oy  our  own  misdeeds  and  those 
of  our  fathers;  but  you— you  who  boast  your  freedom 
as  your  birthright,  how  much  deeper  is  your  disgrace 
when  you  stoop  to  soothe  the  prejudices  of  others, 
and  that  against  your  own  conviction  ?" 

"  Your  words  are  bitter,  Rebecca,"  said  Boia-Gruil- 
bert,  pacing  the  apartment  with  impatience,  "  but  I 
came  not  nither  to  bandy  reproaches  with  you.— 
Know  that  Bois-Guilbert  yiekfs  not  to  created  man, 
although  circumstances  may  for  a  time  induce  him 
to  alter  his  plan.  His  will  is  themountain  stream, 
which  may  indeed  be  turned  for  a  little  space  aside  by 
the  rock,  but  fails  not  to  find  its  course  to  the  Occam 
That  scroll  which  warned  thee  to  demand  a  cham- 
pion, from  whom  couldst  thou,  think  it  came,  if  not 
from  Bois-Guilbert?  In  whom  else  couldst  thou 
have  excited  such  interest  T' 

"A  brief  respite  from  instant  death,"  said  Rebecca, 
"  which  will  little  avail  me— was  this  all  thou  couldst 
do  for  one,  on  whose  head  thou  hast  heaped  sorrow, 
and  whom  thou  hast  brought  near  even  to  the  verge 
of  the  tomb  ?" 

"No,  maiden,"  said  Boifl-Goilbert,  "tms  was  md 
all  that  I  purposed.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  accursed 
interference  of  yon  fanatical  dotard,  and  the  fool  of 
€k)odalricke,  who,  being  a  Templar,  affects  to  think 
and  judge  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  hiunanity^ 
the  office  of  the  Champion  Defender  had  devolved, 
not  on  a  Preceptor,  but  on  a  Companion  of  the  Order. 
Then  I  myseli— such  was  my  puipose— had,  on  the 
sounding  of  the  trumpet,  a|)peared  in  the  lists  as  thy 
champioa  disguised  indeed  in  the  fashion  of  a  roTio^ 
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knight,  who  scekfi  adventures  to  prove  his  shield  and 
spear;  and  then,  let  Beaumanoir haVe  chosen  noton& 
but  two  or  three  of  the  brethren  here  assembled^  I 
had  not  doubted  to  cast  tbeni  out  of  the  saddle  with 
tny  single  lance.  Thus,  Rebecca,  should  thine  inno- 
cence have  been  avouched,  and  to  thine  own|^atitude 
would  I  have  tnisted  for  the  reward  of  my  victory." 

"This,  Sir  Knight,"  said  Rebecca,  *Ms  but  idle 
boasting— a  brag  ot  what  yon  would  have  done  had 
you  not  found  it  convenient  to  do  otherwise.  You 
received  my  glove,  ana  my  champion,  if  a  creature  so 
desolate  can  find  one,  must  encounter  your  lance  in 
the  lists— yet  you  would  assume  the  air  of  my  friend 
and  protector!" 

"Thy  friend  and  protector,"  said  the  Templar, 
gravely,  "I  will  yet  be— but  mark  at  what  risk,  or 
rather  at  what  certainty,  of  dishonour;  and  then 
blnme  mr  not  if  I  make  my  Btipuhtions,  before  I 
otTvx  uji  all  ihM  1  hiiVM  jjiilit.rii-j  hold  doar,  to  save  the 
life  of  tt  JewiNji  miudfti."  , 

"  Speak,"  said  RnliercA  j  "  I  understand  thee  not" 

,'*lrVtH,  then/*  s^fiid  BoJfl'GuilhtTE,  "1  will  speak  as 
freely  as- 1  viT  did  doling  ikt^nitcnt  to  his  ghostly  father, 
wbpu  pluct'd  in  iho  trkky  confp!5.si£)nnt  -Rebecca,  if 
1  apiiear  nut  in  rJiesc  iii^ia  I  \owi  fuuii'  and  rank — lose 
*hat  which  jji  ihe  hrcnth  uf  my  tiosiriK.  he  esteem.  I 
mean,  in  which  I  am  hdd  hy  u^'  liri  luen,  and  the 
hnj^pB  1  have  of  Biicctiliiig  lo  tliru  ntu:!  t>'  authority, 
which  ifi  now  wielded  by  Lhe  It^^dt-il  d^i:  ird  Lucas  de 
BeaumDDoir^  bui  of  whicn  I  shotilsl  m:iki  afar  different 
ttse.  Sufrh  19  my  certain  doom,  escepi  I  appear  in 
arniB  ftj^irifti  rhv  enusie,  Atviiriyt)  hf^  \o  of  Goodal- 
ficko,  H'ho  baited  this  trap  lor  nic  I  ti..J  doubly  accursed 
Albert  de  Malvoisin,  who  withheld  me  from  the  re- 
solution I  had  formed,  of  hurling  back  the  dove  at  the 
face  of  the  superstitious  and  superannuated  fool,  who 
listened  ^to  a  charge  so  absurd,  and  against  a  creature 
80  high  in  mind,  and  so  lovely  in  form  as  thou  art !" 

"And  what  now  avails  rant  or  flattery  T'  answered 
Rebecca.  "  Thou  host  made  thy  choice  between  taus- 
ihg  to  be  shed  the  blood  of  an  innocent  woman,  or  of 
endangering  thine  own  earthly  state  snd  earthly 
hopes— What  avails  it  to  reckon  together  ?— thy  choice 
ts  made." 

"  No,  Rebecca,"  said  the  knight  in  a  softer  tone, 
and  drawing  nearer  towards  her ;  "  my  choice  is  not 
made— nay,  mark,  it  is  thine  to  make  the  electidn.  If 
I  appear  in  the  lists,  I  must  maintain  my  name  in 
Arms :  and  if  I  do  so,  championed  or  unchampioned, 
thou  diest  by  the  stake  and  fagot,  for  there  hves  not 
the  knight  who  hath  coped  witn  me  in  arms  on  equal 
issue,  or  on  terms  of  vantage,  save  Richard  Creur-de- 
Lion.  and  his  minion  of  Ivanhoe.  Ivanhoe,  as  thou 
welt  knowest,  is  unable  to  bear  his  corslet,  and  Richard 
-  is  in  a  foreign  prison.  If  I  appear,  then  thou  diest, 
even  although  thy  charms  should  instigate  some  hot- 
headed youth  to  enter  the  lists  in  thy  defence." 

"And  what  avails  repeating  this  so  often T'  said 
Rebecca. 

"  Much,"  replied  the  Templar ;  "  for  thou  must  learn 
to  look  at  thy  fate  on  every  side." 

"  Well,  then,  torn  the  tapestry,"  said  the  Jewess, 
••  and  let  me  see  the  other  sida" 

**  If  I  appear,"  said  Bois-Girilbert,  "  in  the  fotal  lists, 
thou  diest  oy  a  slow  and  cruel  death,  in  pain  such  as 
they  say  is  destined  to  the  guilty  hereafter.  But  if  I 
appear  not,  then  am  I  a  degraded  and  dishonoured 
khight,  accused  of  witchcraft  and  of  communion  with 
infidels— the  illustrious  name  which  has  grown  vet 
ttiore  so  under  my  wearing,  becomes  a  hissinjg  and  a 
reproach.    I  lose  fame,  I  lose  honour,  I  lose  the  pros- 

r!Ct  of  such  greatness  as  scarce  emperors  attain  to —  < 
sacnfice  mighty  ambition,  I  destroy  schemed  built 
as  high  as  the  moui)tains  with  which  heathens  say 
(heir  heaven  was  once  nearly  scaled- and  yet  Re- 
becca," he  added,  throwing  himself  at  her  feet,  *'this 
neatness  will  I  sacrifice,  this  fome  will  I  renounce, . 
this  power  will  I  forego,  even  now  when  it  is  half 
witliin  my  grasp*  if  thoa  wilt  say,  Bois-Guilbert,  1 1^ 
eeiye  the*  for  my  lover." 
"Think  not  of  such  foolishness.  Sir  Kxua^tJ^  an- 

Srered  Rebecca,  "but  hasten  to  the  R^ent,  me  ^ecn 
other,  and  to  Prince  Joha— they  cannot,  in  honour 
ft>  the  English  croten,  aUow  of  the  proceedings  of 


your  Orfiid  Master.  So  shall  yoti  give  me  proteeooa 
without  sacrifice  on  your  oart,  or  the  preteoLtof  reqiar- 
inir  any  retmital  fiom  me." 

^^  With  these  I  deal  not,"  be  continued,  holding  xfai 
train  of  her  robe— "  it  is  theeonly  I  addresss  and  what 
can  counterbalance  thy  choice  1  Bethink  th«e,  were  1 
a  fiend,  yet  death  is  a  worse,  and  it  is  death  who  is 
my  rival." 

^*  I  weigh  not  these  evils,"  said  Rebecca,  afraid  to 
provoke  the  wild  knight,  yet  equally  determined  neither 
to  endure  his  passion,  nor  even  feign  to  endure  it. 
"  Be  a  man,  be  a  Christian !  If  indeeothy faith  lecooi- 
mends  that  mercy  whi€h  rather  your  tongues  thaa 
your  actions  pretend,  save  me  from  this  dieadfol 
death,  without  seeking  a  requital  which  wonid  chanse 
thy  magnanimity  into  base  oarter." 

No,  damsel  r'  said  the  pKnid  Templar,  spnaging 
up,  "  thou  shalt  not  thus  impose  on  me — if  I  renooooo 
present  fame  and  future  ambition,  I  ren^nce  it  for 
thy  sake,  and  we  will  escape  in  company.  Listea  \o 
me.  Rebecca,"  he  said,  again  softening  his  tone; 
"  England,- Europe,— is  not  the  world.  There  we 
spheres  in  which  we  may  act,  amole  enough  even  fsr 
my  ambition.  We  will  go  to  Palestine,  where  Con- 
rade.  Marquis  of  Montscrrat,  is  my  friend— a  friend 
free  as  myself  from  the  doting  scruples  which  fetter 
our  free-Dorn  reason— rather  with  Saladin  will  we 
league  ourselves,  than  endure  the  scorn  of  the  bigotB 
whom  we  contemn.— I  will  form  new  paths  to  greats 
ness,*'  he  continued,  again  traversing  the  room  with 
hasty  stride*—"  Europe  shall  hear  the  loud  step  of  hira 
she  has  driven  fVom  her  sons!— Not  the  millions 
whom  her  crusaders  send  to  slaughter,  can  do  so 
much  to  defind  r^N  ^lirh  net  the  sabres  of  jha 
thousands  ami  ii n  linifisfindrt  ul'  Saracens  can  hew 
their  way  80(^^  e<  intn  thnt  InnJ  tor  which  nations ar^ 
striving,  astti!  ^crenjith  nrid  poli("v  of  me  and  those 
brethren,  whs  in  df*T]iTo  of  yonder  old  bigot,  mK 
adhere  to  me  irt  j^^ikh)  and  eviL  Thou  shalt  be  a  oueco, 
Rebecca— on  >h  imt  Carmel  flhell  wepitth  the  throne 
which  my  valunr  ^-fli  gnin  for  you,  and  I  will  ej^ 
change  my  Ion;;  th  ^^irc  d  bntooti  lor  a  sceptre  I" 

"  A  dream,"  sriii!  IM>fecca ;  **  an  impty  vision  of  the 
night,  which,  wia^  it  a  wnkfnj? futility,  aflecu  menot^ 
Enough,  that  thetiovrt;r  which  thnkimightestaoqoin^ 
I  will  never  share;  nor  hold  I  ^i  light  of  coantry  or 
religious  faith,  as  to  O4ito*...i  L.ui  who  is  willing  lo 
barter  these  ties,  and  cast  away  the  bonds  of  th« 
Order  of  which  he  is  a  sworn  member,  in  order  to 
gratify  an  unruly  passion  for  the  daughter  of  another 
people.— Put  not  a  price  on  my  deliverance,  Sif 
Knight— sell  hot  a  deed  of  grenerosity— protect  the 
oppressed  for  the  sake  of  chanty,  and  not  for  a  selfisll 
advantage— Go  to  the  throne  of  England ;  Richard 
will  listen  to  my  appeal  fivm  these  cruel  men." 

"Never,  Rebecca!"  said  the  Templar,  ftercely. 
"If  I  renounce  my  Order,  for  thee  alone  will  I  re* 
nounce  it— Ambition  shall  remain  mine,  if  iboit 
refuse  my  love ;  I  will  not  be  fooled  on  all  hands.— 
Stoop  my  crest  to  Richard  ?— ask  a  boon  of  that 
heart  of  pride  1— Never,  Rebecca,  wfll  I  place  Uk 
Ordet  of  the  Temple  at  his  feet  in  my  person.  I  laaf 
forsake  the  Order,  I  never  will  degrade  or  betraj  it** 

'*  Now  God  be  gracious  to  me."  said  Rebecca,  "  for 

I  succour  of  man  is  wcil  nigh  hopeless !" 

'It  is  indeed,"  said  the  Templar;  "for,  proud  H 
thou  art,  thou  hast  in  me  found  thy  match.  If  I  enter 
the  lists  with  my  spear  in  rest,  think  not  any  huna 
consideration  shall  prevent  my  putting  forth  n^ 
strength :  and  think  then  upon  thine  own  fate— «>  fSb 
the  dreadful  death  of  the  worst  of  criminals— to  ht 
consumed  upon  a  blaiing  pile— dispersed  to  the  ele- 
ments of  which  our  strange  forms  are  so  mystical^ 
composed— not  a  reUc  left  of  that  graceful  frame,  torn 
which  we  could  say  this  Kved  ana  moved  I — Rebeee^ 
it  is  not  in  woman  to  sustain  this  prospect — thou  wilt 
yield  to  my  suit" 

"Bois-Guilbert,"  answered  the  Jewess,  thouknow^ 
est  not  the  heart  of  woman,  or  hast  only  conwrsm 
with  those  who  are  lost  to  her  best  feelmgs*  I  M 
thee,  proud  Templar,  that  not  in  thy  fiercest  batttei 
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^ftif  ourtured,  mUundljr  iiMUcfiil  of  danipet.  fad  unpa- 
tseul*  of  pain— yet  when  we  enter  tfaoie  nttal  listSi 
thoa  to  nght  and  I  to  sufo,  I  feel  tne  strong  aasor- 
anoe  withm  me,  that  my  courage  shall  mount  higher 
than  thine.  Farewell— I  waste  no  more  words  on 
thee ;  the  time  that  remains  on  earth  to  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  must  be  otherwise  spent— she  must  aeeK  the 
Comforter,  who  may  hide  his  &ce  frotn  his  people,  but 
who  ever  opeps  his  ear  to  the  cry  of  those  who  seek 
him  in  sincenty  and  in  truth." 

**  We  part  tnen  thus?"  said  the  Templar,  after  a 
short  pause;  "would  to  Heaven  that. we  had  never 
met,  or  that  thou  hadst  been  noble  in  birth  and  Chris- 
tian in  faith !— Nay,  by  Heaven !  when  I  gaze  on  thee. 
and  think  when  and  how  we  are  next  to  meet,  I  could 
even  wish  myself  one  of  thine  own  degraded  nation : 
my  hand  conversant  with  ingots  and  shekels  instead 
oTspear  and  shield :  my  head  bent  down  before  each 
petty  noble,  and  my  look  only  terrible  to  the  shivering 
and  bankrupt  debtor— this  could  I  wish,  Rebecca,  to 
be  near  to  thee  in  life,  and  to  escape  the  feaiiul  share 
I  must  have  in  thy  death." 

^*Thou  hast  spoken  the  Jew,"  said  Rebecca,  **a8 
the  persecution  of  such  ss  thou  art  has  made  him. 
Heaven  in  ire  has  driven  him  from  his  country,  but 
industry  has  opened  to  him  the  only  road  to  power 
and  to  influence,  which  oppression  has  left  unbarred. 
Read  the  ancient  history  of  the  people  of  God,  and  tell 
me  if  those,  by  whom  Jehovan  wrought  such  mar- 
vels among  the  nations,  were  then  a  people  of  misers 
and  of  usurers!— And  know,  oroud  knignt,  we  num- 
ber names  amongst  us  to  which  your  boasted  northern 
nobility  is  as  the  gourd  compared  witb  the  cedai^— 
names  that  ascend  far  back  to  those  high  tiipes  when 
the  Divine  Presence  shook  t^e  mercy-seat  between 
the  cherubim,  and  which  derive  their  splendour  from 
no  earthly  prince,  but  from  the  awful  Voices  whiph 
bade  their  fathers  be  nearest  of  the  congregation  to 
the  Vision— Suck  were  the  princes  of  the  House  of 
Jacob." 

Rebecca's  colour  rose  as  she  boasted  the 'ancient 
Stories  of  her  race,  but  &dea  as  she  added,  with  a 
■gfa,  **  Such  vere  the  princes  of  Judah,  now  such  no 
more !— They  are  trampled  down  like  the  shorn  grass, 
and  mixed  with  the  mure  of  the  ways.  Yet  are  diere 
those  among  them  who  shame  not  such  high  descent, 
and  of  such  shall  be  the  daughter  of  Isaac  the  son  of 
Adonikam  1  Farewell !— I  envv  not  thv  blood-won 
honours— 1  envy  not  thy  barSaroas  descent  from 
northern  heathens— I  envy  thee  not  thy  faith,  which  is 
ever  in  thy  mouth,  but  never  in  thy  heart  nor  i^  thy 
practice.^' 


apoke  troth,  and  that  the  reluctance  with  whicfi  I  part 
Eromthee  hath  something  in  it  more  than  is  natural. 
~Fair  creature  T'  he  said,  approaching  near  her,  but 
with  great  respect,—"  so  young,  so  beautiful,  so  fear- 
less of  death !  and  yet  doomed  to  die,  and  with  infamy 
and  agony.  Who  would  not  weep  for  thee  7— The 
tear,  that  has  been  a  stranger  to  these  eyelids  for 
twentf  years,  moistens  them  as  I  gaze  on  tnee.  But 
it  mwA  be— nothing  may  now  save  thy  life.  Thou 
and  I  are  but  the  blind  instruments  of  some  irresisti- 
ble fatality,  that  hurries  us  abng,  h'ktf  goodly  vessels 
driving  before  the  storm,  which, are  dashed  against 
each  other,  and  so  pensh.  Forgive  me,  then,  and  let 
us  part  at  least  as  friends  part  I  have  assailed  thy 
reMrlatbn  in  vain,  and  mine  own  is  fixed  as  the  ada- 
man  tine  decrees  of  fate." 

"  Thua"  said  Rebecca,  "  do  men  throw  on  fata  the 
issue  o(  tneir  own  wild  passions.  But  I  do  fbixivs  thee, 
Bois-Ouilbert,  though  the  author  of  my  eany  death. 
There  are  noble  things  which  cross  over  thy  powerful 
mind ;  but  it  is  the  garden  of  the  sluggard,  and  the 
weeds  have  nished  up,  and  conspired  to  choke  the  fair 
and  wholesome  blossom." 

"Yes,"  said  theTempUr,  "I  anL  Rebecca,  as  thou 
hast  spoken  me,  untaught,  untamed— and  proud,  that, 
amidst  a  shoal  of  emptjr  fools  and  crafty  bigots,  I 
have  retained  the  pre-eminent  fortitude  thatpla^  me 
above  them.  I  have  been  a  child  of  battle  firora  my 
youth  iQ>wanL  high  in  rov  views,  steady  ai^d  inflexible 
in  pursuing  theip.    Such  must  J  remain— prowl,  in- 


flexible, anl  mohaBgngf  and  of  this  the  worid  shall 
have  proof— But  thou  Mrjghrest  me,  Rebecca  T' 

"As  freely  as  ever  victim  foraraive  her  executioner." 

••  Farewell,  then,"  said  the  Templar,  and  left  tha 
iipartment 

The  Preceptor  Albert  waited  impatiently  in  an  ad« 
jacent  chamber  the  return  of  Bois-Guilbert. 

"Thou  hast  tarried  long,"  he  said :  "I  havfe  been 
as  if  stretched  on  red-hot  iron  with  veiy  impatience. 
What  if  the  Grand  Masten  or  his  spy  Conrade,  had 
come  hither  ?  I  had  paid  dear  for  mv  complaisance. 
--But  what  ails  thee,  brother  7— Thv  step  totters,* 
thy  brow  is  as  black  as  night..  Art  thou  well  Bois- 
GuUbert  T  ^ 

"Ay,"  answered  the  Templar,  "as  well  as  the 
wretch  who  is  doomed  to  die  ^ithin  an  hour.— Nay, 
by  the  rood,  not  half  so  well— for  there  be  those  in 
such  state,  who  can  lay  down  life  like  a  cast-ofl'  gar- 
ment By  Heaven,  Malvoisin. yonder  girl  hath  well- 
nigh  unmanne4  me.  I  am  hall  rcsqlvd  to  g9  to  the 
Grand  Master,  abjure  the  Order  to  his  very  teeth,  and 
refuse  to  act  the  brutality  which  his  tyranny  has  im- 
posed on  me." 

"Thou  art  mad,"  answered  Malvoisin;  **thou 
mayst  thus  indeed  utterly  ruin  thyself,  but  canst  not 
even  find  a  chance  thereby  to  save  the  life  of  this 
Jewess,  which  seems  so  precious  in  thine  eyes.  Beau- 
manoir  will  name  another  of  the  Order  to  defend  his 
judgment  in  th^  place,  and  the  accused  will  as  assuh 
rpdly  perish  as  if  thou  hadst  taken  the  duty  imposed 
on  thee" 

"  'Tis  false— I  will  myself  take  arms  in  her  behalfl" 
answered  the  Templar,  haughdly :  "  and,  should  I  do 
so,  I  think,  Malvoisin,  that  thou  knowest  not  one  of 
the  Order,  who  will  keq;)  his  saddle  before  the  point  or 
my  lance." 

'Ay,  but  thou  forgettest,"  said  the  wily  adviser, 
"thou  wilt  have  neither  leisure  nor  opportunity  to  ex- 
ecute this  mad  project.  Go  to  Lucas  Beaumanoir, 
and  say  thou  hast  renounced  thy  vow  of  obedience, 
and  See  how  long  the  despotic  old  man  will  leave  thee 
in  personal  freedom.  The  words  shall  scarce  have 
left  thy  lips,  ere  thou  wilt,  either  be  a  hundred  feet 
under  ground,  in  the  dungeoikof  the  Preceptory^  to 
abide  trial  as  a  recreant  Knight ;  or,  if  his  opinion 
holds  concerning  thy  possession,  thou  wilt  be  enjoying . 
straw,  darkness,  and  chains,  in  some  distant  convent 
cell,  stunned  with  exorcisms,  and  drenched  with  holy 
water,  to  expel  the  foul  fiend  which  hath  obtained  do- 
minion over  thee.  Thou  must  to  the  lists,  Brian,  or 
thou  art  a  lost  and  dishonoured  man." 


^ I  will  break  forth  and  fly,"  said  Bois-Guilbert— 

** There  is  a  spell  on  me,  by  Heaven !"  said  Bois-'  "  fly  to  some  distant  land,  to  which  folly  and  fanati- 
Guilbert.    "I  almost  think  yon  besotted  skeleton   cism  have  not  yet  found  their  way.    No  drop  of  the 


blood  of  this  most  excellent  creature  shall  be  spilled 
by  my  sanction." 

*'  TDQu  canst  not  S\y\'^  «aJd  ihti  Pruccpl*>r  j  "  thy  rar 
viri:;'^  Krivti  ciol«l  siji^idon,  and  thou  wiU  not  be 
pc  -kavt?  the  Pn-Mptury.    lit*  and  niake  the 

es  nt  ihyfielf  biforo  the  t;3le,  and  cr>mmBiid 

th  ^  he  iuwcretJ,  ^nul  rnark  what  finawer  thoa 

sb.tU  fctx  ivt  — Thou  art  aurpmml  and  olfJ^rided :  bat  is 
it  not  \hG  hettiir  far  th*?e  7  W  vii  thou  to  lljr,  wliat  wmdd 
enme  but  tho  rcvtrsnl  of  iliy  nririi^  iht''  d^hqnour  of 
thinu  iiueeifUry,  the  d*  ip-iidatictn  of  thy  rajik  I— Think 
on  II  WhfiTB  fihaU  thmu  old  fjoTiipiintana  in  arrn^  hide 
their  hcnds  when  Brian  de  Bois-QuttberE,  i\m  beat 
lance  of  the  Tenfirjlara.  la  proclainicd  retTeant*  mnid 
the  hJR^c^  of  the  iis5«  mlilcfl  jieople  T  Wbrit  grief  wtll 
be-  si\  (be  Court  it(  Franci:l  With  whiit  W  wjJi  Ui^ 
hitiL;,Hiiy^  Richimi  he4ir  the  news,  thni  thti  luiiiiht  thai 
set  hitu  htird  in  Paki^rinj?,  and  wdl  nigh  (iisrki^iu'^  hd 
reoo^rn,  ha.^  lout  (unw  tuid  lionour  ior  n  Ji'wiah  girL 
whom  he  ctjyli^  uoievtn  savi>  b>  bo  costly  a  sflc*riflc^3 ! 

'^  Mr.lvHsiii,"  said  th*  Kjn^ht.  *' I  thank  tbt^e— 
th  iifhed  the  strins  fti  whieh  myhejinmo^ 

re  ^  I— Gome  of  it  what  may,  r»*ii?^rtmxt  sboll 

n< -.,i.j..Hi  i^  tlio  namu  of  &ois-Guiihf  rt.    Wouk^ 

to  ^roi],  Richard,  or  any  qf  bla  vmitiUiie  mifjions  o( 
&v^brid>  would  appear  in  these  tiata!  But  they  wilt 
be  empty— no  one  will  riak  to  break  a  lance  for  thg 
miioceiit,  the  forlorn.^*  ^^  . 
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means  thfit  this  nnhieky  damsel  sfcatl  dioi  bat  bv  the 
doom  of  the  Grand  Master,  with  whom  restsail  the 
blame,  and  who  will  count  that  blame  for  praise  and 
oommendation/* 

"  True,"  said  Bois-Ghiilbert ;  "  if  no  champion  ap- 
pears, I  am  but  a  part  of  the  pagfeant,  sitting  indeed 
on  horseback  in  the  lists,  but  havmg  no  part  m  what 
IB  to  follow." 

"  None  whatever."  said  Malyoisin ;  "  no  more  than 
the  armed  image  oi  Saint  George  when  it  makes  part 
•f  a  procession." 

•  **  Well,  1  will  resume  my  resolution,"  replied  the 
naughty  Templar.  "  She  has  despised  me— repulsed 
me— revile4  me— And  wherefore  should  I  ofler  up  for 
ner  whatever  of  estimation  I  have  in  the  opinion  of 
others  1    Malvoisin,  I  will  appear  in  the  lists." 

He  left  the  apartment  hastily  ns  he  uttered  these 
words,  and  the  Preceptor  followed,  to  watch  and  con- 
firm him  in  his  resolution;  for  in  Bois-Guilbert's 
fame  he  had  himwtf  a  strong  interest,  expecting  much 
advantage  from  his  being  one  day  at  the  heaa  of  the 
Order,  not  to  mention  the  preferment  of  which  Mont- 
Fitchet  hod  given  him  hopes,  on  condition  he  would 
forward  the  condemnation  of  the  unfortunate  Rebecca. 
Vet  although,  in  combating  his  friend's  better  feelings, 
he  possessed  all  the  advantage  which  a  wily,  com- 
posed, selfish  disposition  has  over  a  mai|  agitated  by 
strong  and  contending  passions,  it  required  all  Mal- 
Voisin's  art  to  keep  Bois-Guilbert  steady  to  the  pur- 
pose he  had  prevailed  on  him  to  adopt  He  was 
obliged  to  watch  him  closely  to  prevent  his  resuming 
his  purpose  of  flight,  to  intercept  his  communication 
with  the  Grand  Master,  lest  be  should  come  to  an 
open  rupture  with  his  Superior,  and  to  renew^  frx>m 
time  to  time,  the  various  arguments  by  which  he 
endeavoured  to  show,  that,  in  appearing  as  cham- 
pion on  this  occasion,  Bois-Gmlbert,  without  either 
Decelerating  or  ensuring  the  fate  of  Rebecca,  would 
follow  the  only  course  By  which  he  could  save  him- 
-  self  from  degradation  and  disgrace. 

CHAPTER  XL. 

Coiucieooe  avannt !— Richard's  himMlfifain. 

RteharillL 

*  When  the  Black  Knirfit— for  it  becomes  necessary 
to  resume  the  train  of  his  adventures— left  the  Tryst- 
mg-tree  of  the  j<enerous  Outlaw,  he  held  his  way 
straight  to  a  neighbouring  religious  house,  of  small 
extent  .and  revenue,  called  the  Priory  of  Saint  Bo- 
tolph,  to  which  the  wounded  Ivanhoe  had  been  re- 
moved when  the  castle  was  taken,  under  the  guidance 
of  the  faithful  Gurth,  and  the  magnanimous  Wamba. 
It  is  unnecessary  at  present  to  mention  what  took 
place  in  the  interim  betwixt  Wilfred  and  his  deliverer ; 
BujQice  it  to  say,  that  after  long  and  grave  communi- 
cation, messengers  were  dispatched  by  the  Prior  in 
several  directions,  snd  that  on  the  succeeding  morn- 
ing the  Black  Knight  was  about  to  set  forth  on  his 
journey,  accompamed  by  the  jester  Wamba,  who  at- 
tended as  his  guide. 

"  We  will  meet,"  he  said  to  Ivanhoe.  "  at  Conings- 
burgh,  the  castle  of  the  deceased  Athelstane,  since 
there  thy  father  Cedric  holds  the  funeral  feast  for  his 
noble  relation.  I  would  see  your  Saxon  kindred  to- 
gether. Sit  Wilfred,  and  become  better  acquainted 
with  them  than  heretofore.  Thou  also  wilt  meet  mex 
and  it  shall  be  my  task  to  reconcile  thee  to  thy  fiftther." 

So  saying,  he  took  an  afTectionate  fareweU  of  Ivan- 
hoe, who  expressed  an  aifxious  desire  to  attend  upon 
his  deli  verer.  But  the  Black  Knight  would  not  listen 
to  the  proposal.         .  .  •  , 

**Reflt  this  day;  thou  wilt  have  scarce  stren^n 
enough  to  travel  on  the  next  I  will  have  no  gmde 
with  me  but  honest  Wamba.  who  can  play  priest  or 
fool  as  I  shall  be  most  in  the  humour." 

"And  I,"  said  Wamba,  "vnll  attend  you  with  all 
jny  heart.  I  wouM  fkin  see  the  feasting  at  the  fune- 
ral of  Athebtane;  fon  if  it  be  not  full  and  frequent 
he  will  rise  from  the  dead  to  rebuke  cook,  sewer,  and 
cup-bearer ;  and  that  were  a  sight  worth  seeing.  Al- 
ways, Sir  Knight,  I  will  trust  your  valour  with  mak- 
hig  mv  excuse  to  my  master  Cedric,  in  case  mine 
own  wit  should  falL" 


**  And  how  ihoald  my  poor  vakiar  raeoeod,  S%r  Jf** 
ter.  when  thy  tight  wit  halul—resohre  me  tfiat." 

**Wit,  Sir  Knight,"  repUed  the  Jester,  "may  do 
much..  He  is  a  amclL  apprehensive  knave,  who  sees 
his  neighbour's  blind  nde,  and  knows  haw  to  kerp 
the  lee-gage  when  his  passions  ^re  blowins  high. 
But  valour  is  a  sturdy  fellow,  that  makes  all  sf^t 
He  rows  against  both  wind  and  tide,  and  makes  way 
notwithstanding;  and,  therefore,  ^ood  Sir  Knight, 
while  I  take  advantage  of  the  fair  weather  in  oar  no- 
ble master's  temper,  I  will  expect  you  to  bestir  your- 
self when  it  srows  rough." 

*  Sir  Knight  of  the  Fetterlock,  srace  it  is  your  pk»» 
sure  so  to  be  distinguished,"  said  Ivanhoe,  "I  fear 
me  you  have  chosen  a  talkative  and  a  troubleeome 
fool  to  be  your  guida  But  he  knows  every  path  and 
alley  in  the  woods  as  well  as  e'er  a  hunter  who  fre- 
quents them  \  and  the  poor  knave,  as  thou  bast  partly 
seen,  is  as  faithful  as  steel." 

**lVay,"  said  the  knight,  "an  he  have  the  gift  of 
showing  my  road,  I  shall  not  grumble  with  him  tkat 
he  desires  to  make  it  pleasant— Pare  thee  well,  kind 
WUfred— I  charge  thee  not  to  attempt  to  travel  ull 
to-morrow  at  earliest" 

So  saying,  he  extended  his  hand  to  Ivanhoe,  who 
pressed  it  to  his  lips,  took  leave  of  the  Prior,^  maonted 
his  horse,  and  departed,  with  Wamba  for  hie  cowpii- 
nion.  Ivanhoe  followed  them  with  his  eyesi,  unu! 
they  were  lost  in  the  shades  of  the  surroimding  forest 
and  then  returned  into  the  convent 

But  shortly  after  matin-song,  he  requested  to  ses 
the  Prior.  The  old  man  came  m  h^ste,  and  tD^iixed 
anxiously  after  the  state  of  his  health. 

"It  is  better,"  he  said,  "  than  my  fondest  hope  ooukf 
have  anticipated ;  eithep  my  wound  has  been  slighta 
than  the  enusion  of  blood  led  me  to  suppose,  or  this 
balsam  hath  wrough  t  a  wonderful  cme  upon  it  I  feel 
already  as  if  I  could  bear  my  corstet;  and  so  nnich 
the  better,  for  thou^^  pass  in  my  mmd  which  rea- 
der me  unwilling  to  remain  here  longer  in  inactivity." 

"Now,  the  saints  forbid,"  said  the  Prior,  "that  die 
son  of  the  Saxon  Cedric  should  leave  our  convent  era 
his  wounds  were  healed  I  It  were  shame  to  our  pio- 
fession  were  we  to  sufTer  it." 

"Nor  would  I  desire  to  leave  yotv  hospitable  rooC 
venerable  father,"  said  Ivanhoe,  " dWI  not  fed  nw- 
self  able  to  endure  the  journey,  and  compelled  to 
undertake  it" 

"And  what  can  have  urged  you  to  so  sudden  a 
departure  7"  said  the  Prior. 

"Have  you  never,  holy,  father,"  answered  the 
Knight,  "  felt  an  apprehension  of  approaching  eniL 
for  which  you  in  vain  attempted  to  assign  a  cause  1 
—Have  you  never  found  your  mind  darkened,  Bte 
the  sunny  landscape,  by  the  sudden  cloud  wfaidi 
augurs  a  coming  tempest?— And  thinkest  tnou  not 
that  such  impulses  are  deserving  of  attention,  as  bong 
the  hintaof  our  guardian  apirits,  that  danger  is  in- 
pending?" 

"I  may  not  deny,"  said  the  Prior,  crossing  hintflf 
"  that  such  things  have  been^  and  have  been  of  B^ 
ven ;  but  then  such  communications  have  had  a  vni- 
biy  useful  scope  and  tendency.  But  thou,  wouoM 
as  thou  art,  what  avails  it  thou  shouldst  follow  oe 
steps  of  him  whom  thou  couldst  not  aid,  were  hek) 
be  assaulted?" 

"Prior,"  said  Ivanhoe,  "  thou  dost  mistake-.-! an 
stout  enough  to  exchange  buffets  with  any  who  wS 
challenge  me  to  such  a  traffic— But  were  it  othehriKi 
may  I  not  aid  him  were  he  in  danger,  by  other  metal 
than  by  force  of  arms  ?  It  is  biit  too  wdl  kMin 
that  die  Saxons  love  not  the  Norman  raccL  amd  vtto 
knows  what  may  be  the  issue,  if  he  break  in  umb 
them  ^en  their  hearts  are  irritated  bv  the  deamaf 
Athelstane,  afld  their  heads  heated  by  the  caroasdiD 
which  they  will  indulge  themselves?  I  hold  b» 
entrance  among  them  at  such  a  moment  mostpsril- 
oui^  and  I  am  resolved  to  share  or  avert  the  daijfff : 
which,  that  I  may  the  better  do,  I  would  erave  a 
thee  the  use  of  some  palfrey  whose  pace  may  be  mtfii 
than  that  of  my  de»trUr.*** 

"  Sorely,"  siud  the  worthy  churchman :  "yoo  tfcifl 
have  mine  own  ambling  jennet,  and  I  wbuM  it  W^ 
"'^^'iiwfrlir-*war*o«s^  """ 


U^p.  »-.r  '  IVANHOE. 

K«d  as  easjr  foryour  sake  as  that  of  the  Abbot  sf 
.Sakit  Albans.  Yet  this  will  I  say  for  Malkin,  for  so 
I  call  her,  that  unless  yon  were  to  borrow  a  ride  on 
ihe  juicer's  steeit  that  paces  a  hornpipe  amongst  the 

El,  you  could  not  go  a  journey  on  a  creature  so  gen- 
and  smooth-paced.    I  have  composed  many  a 
lily  on  her  back,  to  the  edification  of  my  brethren 
of  the  convent,  and  many  poor  Christian  souls.*' 

"  I,  pray  you,  reverend  tother,"  said  Ivanhoe,  **  let 
Halkin  tie  got  rdady  mstantly,  and  bid  Ourth  attend 
me  with  mine  arms.'* 

"Nay,  but  fair  sir,"  said  the  Prior,  "I  pray  you  to 
remember  that  Malkin  hath  as  little  skill  in  arms  as 
her  master,  and  that  I  warrant  not  her  enduring  the 
flight  or  weight  of  your  full  panoply.  O,  Malkin,  I 
promise  you,  is  a  beast  of  judgment,  and  will  contend 
ajRiinst  any  undue  weight— I  did  but  borrow  the 
FYuctuB  temporum  firom  the  priest  of  Saint  Bees,  and 
I  promise  you  she  would  not  stir  from  the  gate  until  I 
had  exchanged  the  huge  volume  for  my  httle  bre- 

"  ivust  me,  holy  father,"  said  Ivanhoe,  "  I  will  not 
(fistress  her  with  too  much  weight ;  and  if  she  calls  a 
0ombat  with  me,  it  is  odds  but  she  has  the  worst." 

This  reply  was  made  while  GKirth  was  buckling  on 
the  Knight's  heels  a  pair  of  large  gilded  spurs,  capable 
of  convincing  any  restive  horse  that  his  best  safety 
layin  being  conformable  to  the  will  of  his  rider. 

The  deep  and  sharp  rowels  with  whish  Ivanlioe's 
heels  were  now  armed,  began  to  make  the  wordiy 
Prior  repent  of  his  courtesy,  and  ejaculate, — "Nay, 
but  fair  sir,  now  I  bethink  me,  my  Malkin  abideth 
not  the  spur— Better  it  were  that  you  tarry  for  the 
mare  of  our  manciple  down  at  the  Grange,  which 
may  be  had  in  litde  more  than  an  hour,  and  cannot 
but  be  tractable,  in  respect  that  she  draweth  much  of 
our  wintec  firo-wood,  and  eateth  no  com." 

"I  thank  you,  reverend  father,  but  will  abide  by 
your  first  ofier,  as  I  see  Malkin  is  already  led  forth  to 
the  gate.  Gurth  shall  carry  mine  armour ;  and  for 
the  rest,  rely  on  it,  that  as  I  will  not  overload  Mal- 
kin's  back,  she  shall  not  overcome  my  patience. 
And  now,  farewell  I" 

Ivanhoe  now  descended  the  stairs  more  hastily 
and  easily  than  his  wound  promised,  and  threw  him- 
self upon  the  jennet,  eager  to  escape  the  importunity 
of  the  Prior,  who  stuck  as  closely  to  his  side  as  his 
age  and  fatness  would  permit,  now  singing  the 
praises  of  Malkin,  now  recommending  cauuon  to 
the  Knis^ht  in  managing  her. 

"  She  IS  at  the  most  dangerous  period  for  maidens 
«s  well  as  mares,"  said  the  old  man,  laughing  at  his 
own  jest,  "  being  barely  in  her  fifteenth  year. 

Ivanhoe  who  had  other  web  to  weave  than  to  stand 
canvassing  a  palfrey's  paces  with  its  owner,  lent  but 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  Pnor's  grave  advices  and  facetious 
jests,  and  having  leapt  on  his  mare,  and  commanded 
his  squire  (for  such  Gurth  now  called  himself)  to  keep 
close  by  his  side,  he  followed  the  track  of  the  Black 
Knight  into  the  forest,  while  the  Prior  stood  at  the 
gate  of  the  convent  looking  after  him,  ana  ejaculating, 
— "  Saint  Mary  I  how  prompt  and  fiery  be  these  men 
of  war  I  I  would  I  had  not  trusted  Malkin  to  his 
kieeping,  for,  crippled  as  I  am  with  the  cold  rheum,  I 
am  undone  if  aught  but  good  befalls  her.  And  yet," 
Mjd  he,  reooUectm^  himself,  "  as  I  would  iiOt  spare 
my  own  old  and  disabled  limbs  in  the  good  cause  of 
Cm  England,' so  Malkin  must  e'en  run  her  hazard  on 
the  same  venture ;  and  it  may  be  they  will  think  our 
poor  house  worthy  of  some  munificent  guerdon— or, 
It  ma/  be,  they  will  send  the  old  Prior  a  pacing  nag. 
And  if  they  do  none  of  these,  as  great  men  will  forget 
httlo  men  B  service,  tmly  I  shall  hold  me  well  re- 
paid in  having  done  that  which  is  right.  And  it  is 
now  well  nigh  the  fitting  time  to  summon  the  breth- 
ren to  breakfast  in  the  refectory !— Ah !  I  doubt  they 
o(>ey  that  call  more  cheerily  than  the  bells  for  primes 
andmatins." 

So  the  Prior  of  Saint  Botolph's  hobbled  back  again 
into  the  refectory,  to  preside  over  the  stockfish  and 
ale,  wbidi  was  nist  serving  out  for  the  fiiars*  break- 
ffi«:t.  Pursy  and' important,  he  sat  him  down  at  the 
tahla^  and  many  a  dark  word  he  threw  out  of  bene- 
fits to  be  eipected  to  the  convent,  and  high  deeds  of. 
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service  done  by  himself)  which,  ait  another  season, 
would  have  attracted  observation.  But  as  the  stock* 
fish  was  highly  salted,  and  the  ale  reasonably  power- 
ful, the  jaws  of  the  brethren  were  too  anxiously  em- 
ployed to  admit  of  their  making  much  use  of  their 
ears ;  nor  do  we  read  of  any  of  the  fraternity,  who 
was  tempted  to  speculate  upon  the  mysterious  hmts  of 
their  Superior,  except  Father  Diggory,  who  was 
severdy  afiUcted,  by  the  toothaeh,  so  that  he  could 
only  eat  on  one  side  of  his  jaws. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Blacl^  Champion  and  hit 
guide  were  pacing  at  their  leisure  through  the  re- 
cesses of  the  forest ;  the  good  Ejiight  whiles  hum- 
ming to  himself  the  lay  or  some  enamoured  trouba- 
dour, sometimes  encouraging  by  questions  the  prating 
disposition  of  his  attendant,  so  that  their  dialogue 
formed  a  whimsical  mixhire  of  song  and  jest  of 
which  we  would  fain  give  our  readers  some  idea.  You 
are  then  to  imagine  this  knight,  such  as  we  linve 
already  described  him,  strong  of  person,  tall,  broad- 
shouldered,  and  large  of  bone,  mounted  on  his  mighty 
black  charger,  which  seemed  made  on  purpose  to 
bear  his  weight,  so  easily  he  paced  forward  under  it, 
having  the  visor  of  his  helmet  raised,  in  order  to  ad- 
mit freedom  of  breath,  yet  keeping  the  beaver,  or  un- 
der part,  closed,  so  that  his  features  could  be  but  im 
perfectly  distinguished.  But  his  ruddy  embrowned 
cheek-bones  could  be  plainly  seen,  and  the  large  and 
bright  blue  eyes,  that  flashed  from  under  the  dark 
shade  of  the  raised  visor ;  and  the  whole  gesture  and 
look  of  the  champion  expressed  careless  gayety  and 
fearless  confidence— a  mind  which  was  unapt  to  ap- 
prehend danger,  and  prompt  to  defy  it  when  most  im- 
minent—yet with  whom  danger  was  a  feuniliar 
thought,  as  with  one  whose  trade  was  war  and  ad- 
vehture. 

The  Jester  wore  his  usual  fantastic  habit,  but  late 
accidents  had  led  him  to  adopt  a  good  cutting  fol- 
chion,  instead  of  his  wooden  sworoTwith  a  targe  to 
match  it :  of  both  which  w^pons  he  had,,  notwith- 
standing his  profession,  shown  himself  a  skilful  mas- 
ter during  the  storming  Of  Torquilstone.,  Indeed,  the 
infirmity  of  Wpmba's  brain  consisted  chiefly  in  a  kind 
of  impatient  irritability,  which  suffered  him  not  long 
to  remain  quiet  in  any  posture,  or  adhere  to  any  cer- 
tain train  of  ideas,  although  he  ^yas  for  a  few  minutes 
alert  enough  in  performing  any  immediate  task,  or  in 
apprehending  any  immediate  topic.  On  horseback, 
therefore,  he  was  perpetually  swinging  himself  back- 
wards and  forwards,  now  on  the  horse's  ears,  then 
anon  on  the  very  rump  of  the  animal,— now  hanginjg 
both  his  legs  on  one  side,  aud  now  sitting  with*lus 
face  to  the  tail,  mopmg,  mowing,  and  making  a  thou- 
sand apish  gestures,  until  his  palfrey  took  his  freaks 
so  much  to  heart,  as  fairly  to  lay  him  at  his  length  on 
the  green  grass— an  incident  which  greatly  amused 
the  Knight,  but  compelled  his  compamon  to  ride  more 
steadily  thereafter. 

At  the  point  of  their  journey  at  which  we  take 
them  up,  this  joyous  pair  were  engaged  in  sinsing  a 
virelai,  as  it  was  called,  in  which  the  clown  bore  a 
mellow  burden,  to  the  better  instructed  Knight  of  the 
Fetterlock.    And  thus  run  the  ditty  :— 

Anoa- Marie,  love,  ap  is  the  ran, 

Anna- Marie,  love,  mora  is  becun^  0 

Mists  are  disperainf ,  love,  birds  sina inff  free, 

Up  in  the  morninf ,  love,  Anna-Marfe. 

Anna-Marie,  love,  up  in  the  morn, 

The  hunter  is  winding  bUUu)  sounds  on  his  horn, 

The  echo  rings  roerrv  (torn  rock  and  from  tree 

'TIS  time  to  arouse  mee,  love,  Anna- Mario. 

WjJiBA. 

O  Tybalt,  love.  Tybalt,  awake  roe  not  ret, 
Around  my  soft  pillow  while  softer  dmams  flit. 
For  what  are  the  jojrs  that  in  waking  we  prove. 
Compared  with  these  visioos,  0,  Tybalt,  my  love  9 
Let  the  birds  to  the  rise  of  the  mist  carol  shrill, 
Let  the  hunter  blow  out  his  loud  horn  on  the  hill, 
Softer  sounds,  softer  pleasures,  in  slumber  I  prove. 
But  think  not  I  draamt  of  thee,  Tybalt,  my  Iovbw 

'*A  dainty  song.**  said  Wamba,  when  they  had 
finished  their  carol,  "  and  I  swear  by  my  bauble,  a 
prettv  moral  1— I  used  to  smg  it  with  uurth,  once  my 
playfellow,  and  now,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  his  mat- 
ter, no  less  than  a  freeman ;  and  we  once  came  bf 
the  cudgel  for  being  eo  entrancee  by  the  meiody,  that 
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we  lay  in btd  two.botv8  ailbeFfaurifle,    

betwixt  aleepioff  and  waking— my  bones  ache  at 
toinking  of  the  tune  ever  since.  Nevertheless,  I  have 
plaved  the  part  of  Anna-Marie^  to  please  you,  fair  sir." 
The  Jester  next  struck  into  another  carol,  a  sort  of 
comic  ditty,  to  which  the  Knight,  catching  up  the 
lime,  relied  in  the  like  manner. 

KmoiiT  ood  Wamba. 
TlMie  came  three  nicrrfmen  fhnn  eouth,  wcit,  aod  nortti. 

Ever  more  linf  the  roundelay  i 
To  win  the  Widow  of  Wycombe  forth, 

Aiid  where  was  the  widow  might  aajr  them  nay? 

The  floTBt  was  a  knight,  and  from  Tynedale  he  came, 

Ever  more  fing  the  roundelay  ; 
And  hi*  fathen,  God  save  oi,  were  men  of  great  ftime, 

And  whore  wa«  the  widow  might  «|y  them  him  najr  > 
Of  hie  falhoT  the  !aird,  of  hia  uarle  the 


He  boasted  in  rhyme  and  m  roondeiay ; 
She  bade  him  go  baak  by  hii  sea- coal  nre. 
For  Blie  waa  the  widow  would  say  him  nay. 

Wajoa. 

The  next  Uiat  oame  forth,  swore  by  blood  and  bj  nails, 

Merrily  sing  the  roundelay  ; 
fl«R''t  a  gentleman,  God  wot,  and  bur's  lineage  was  of  Wales, 

And  where  waa  the  widow  might  say  htm  nay  T 

Sir  David  ap  Moraan  ap  GriflHth  ap  Hugh 

Ap  Tudor  ap  Rhice.  quoth  his  roundelay ; 
Bhe  said  that  one  widow  for  so  m&nv  was  too  few. 

And  she  bade  the  Welshman  wend  his  way. 

But  then  next  came  a  yeoman,  a  yeoman  of  Kent, 

Jollity  singing  his  roundelay ; 
Ho  spoke  to  tlie  widow  of  living  and  rent, 
I   And  where  was  the  widow  could  say  him  nay  1 

Both. 
So  the  knight  and  the  squire  were  both  left  in  the  mire, 

There  for  to  sing  their  roundelay ; 
Tor  a  yeoman  of  Kent,  wltli  his  yearly  rent, 

There  never  was  a  widow  could  say  htm  nay. 

"I  would,  Wamba,"  said  the  Knieht,  "that  our 
host  of  the  Trysting-tree,  or  the  jolly  Prior  his  chap- 
lain, heard  this  thy  ditty  in  praise  of  oi^  bluff  yeo- 
man." 

"  So  would  not  I,"  said  Wamba— "but  for  the  horn 
that  hangs  at  your  baldric." 

"  Ay,"  said  the  Knight—"  t^»»  i»  ^  pledge  of  Locks- 
ley's  good-will,  though  I  am  not  like  to  need  it 
Tnree  mots  on  this  bugle  will,  I  am  assured,  bring 
round,  at  our  need,  a  jolly  band  of  yonder  honest  yeo- 
men. 

"  I  would  say,  Heaven  forefend,"  said  the  Jester. 
"  were  it  not  that  that  fair  gifc  is  a  pledge  they  would 
let  us  pass  peaceably." 

"Why,  what  meanest  thoul"  said  the  Knight; 
•*  thinkest  thou  that  but  for  this  pledge  of  fellowship 
they  would  assault  us  7" 

"Nay,  for  me  I  say  nothing,"  said  Wamba ;  "for 
green  trees  have  ears  as  well  as  stone  walls.  But 
canst  thou  construe  me  this,  Sir  Knight— When  is  thy 
wme-pitcher  and  thy  purse  better  empty  than  full?" 

"Why,  never,  I  thmk,"  replied  the  Knight. 

"  Thou  never  deservest  to  have  a  full  one  in  thy 
hand,  for  so  simple  an  answer! ,  Thou  hadst  best 
empty  thy  pitcher  ere  thou  pass  it  to  a  Saxon,  and 
leave  thy  money  at  home  ere  thou  walk  m  the  green- 
wood." 

"  You  hold  our  friends  for  robbers,  thenl"  said  the 
Knifiiit  of  the  Fetterlock. 

"You  hear  me  not  say  so,  fair  sir,"  said  Wflmba: 
"it  may  relieve  a  man's  steed  to  take  off  hi ^  mail 
when  he  hath  a  long  journey  to  make;  and,  crri<  ^,  it 
may  do  good  to  the  nder^s  soul  to  ease  him  of  tliat 
which  is  the  root  of  evil ;  therefore  will  I  sive  no  hard 
names  to  those  who  do  such  services.  Only  I  wi>uld 
wish  my  mail  at  home,  and  my jpurse  in  my  chnmber, 
when  I  meet  with  these  goodieUows,  because  it  might 
Mvethem  some  trouble.^* 

"  We  are  bound  to  pray  for  them,  my  friend,  not- 
withstanding the  fair  character  thou  dost  afford 
ihem." 

"Pray  for  them  with  all  my  heart,"  said  Wamba ; 
"  bat  in  the  town,  not  in  the  greenwood,  like  the  Ab- 
fiot  of  Saint  Bees^  whom  tney  <^used  to  say  mxuia 
with  an  old  hollow  oak  tree  for  his  stall." 

"Say  as -thou  list,  Wamba«"  replied  the  Knight, 
**  these  yeomen  did  thy  master  Cedric  yeomanly  ser- 
vice  at  T^iquilstooe.'* 
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"As^tpAy"  an^wer^  Wamba;  "but  that  wa9  ia 
the  fashion  of  their  trade  witli  Heaven." 

"Thehr  trade,  Wamba!  how  mean  you  bf  dwtf . 
replied  his  companion. 

^*  Marry,  thus,"  said  the  Jester.  "  They  make  op  a 
balanced  account  with  Heaven^  as  our  old  oelnrer 
used  to  call  his  ciphering,  as  fair  as  Isaac  the  Jew 
keeps  with  his  debtors,  and,  like  him,  give  ont  a  very 
little,  and  take  laige  credit  for  doing  so ;  reckonini& 
doubtless,  on  their  own  behalf  the  ^ven-fold  usaiy 
which  the  blessed  text  harh  promised  to  charitabw 
loans." 

"  Ohre  me  an  example  of  your  meaning,  Wamba,— 
rkno  w  nothing  of  ciphers  or  rates  of  usage,"  unmria* 
ed  the  Knight. 

"Whv,"  said  Wamba,  "an  your  valour  be  00  dofi, 

I^ou  willplease  to  learn  that  those  honest  fellowa  ba* 
ance  a  good  deed  with  one  not  qpixe  so  laudable:  as 
a  crown  eiven  to  a  begging  fnar  with  a  hundred 
byzants  taken  from  a  fat  abbot  or  a  wench  kissed  in 
the  greenwood  with  the  relief  of  a  poor  widow." 

"  Which  of  these  was  the  good  deed,  which  was  flit 
felony  ?*'  interrupted  the  Knight 

"  A  good  gibe !  a  good  gibe  f*  said  Wamba :  "  keep- 
ing witty  company  sharpeneth  the  appreneittUMk 
You  said  nothing  so  well,  Sir  Knight,  I  wul  be  sworn, 
when  you  held  drunken  vespers  with  the  bluff  Hermit. 
—But  to  jgo  on.  The  meriy-men  of  the  forest  set  off 
the  buildmg  of  a  cottage  with  the  burning  of  a  castk^ 
—the  thatching  of  a  choir  against  the  robbing  of  a 
church,— the  setting  free  a  poor  prisoner  against  the 
murder  of  a  proud  sheriff;  or,  to  come  nearer  to  otv 
point,  the  deliverance  of  a  Saxon  franklin  against  llie 
burning  alive  of  a  Norman  baron.  Gentle  tlfievat 
they  ar&  in  short,  and  courteous  robbers;  but  it  is 
ever  the  luckiest  to  meet  with  them  when  they  are  al 
the  worst" 

"How  so,  Wamba?"  said  the  Knight  . 

"  Why,  then  they  have  some  compunction,  and  ara 
for  making  up  matters  with  Heaven.  But  wnen  th^ 
have  struck  an  even  balance.  Heaven  help  them  wttli 
whom  they  next  open  the  account!  The  travellerB 
who  first  met  them  after  their  good  service  at  Tor- 
miilstone  would  have  a  wofiil  flaying.— And  veti"  said 
Wamba,  coming  close  up  to  the  Knight's  aia&  "there 
be  companions  who  are  far  more  dangerous  Cor  tnv^ 
ellers  to  meet  than  yonder  outlaws."  ^ 

"And  who  may  they  be,  for  you  have  neither  bear* 
nor  wolves,  I  trowT'  said  the  Knight 

"Marry,  sir,  but  we  have  Malvoism's  men-at-arms  " 
said  Wamba :  and  let  me  tell  you,  that,  in  dme  ctf 
civil  war,  a  nalfscore  of  these  is  worth  a  band  oi 
wolves  at  any  time.  They  are  now  expecting  theii 
harvest  and  are  reinforced  with  the  soldiers  that  m- 
caped  from  Torquilstone.  So  that,  should  we  meet 
with  a  band  of  them,  we  are  like  to  pay  for  our  ftftis 
of  arms.— Now,  I  pray  you,  SirKni^t,  what  wook! 
you  do  if  we  meet  two  of  them  ?" 

"Pin  the  villains  to  earth  with  xhy  lanoe^  Wamba, 
if  they  offered  us  any  impediment." 

"  But  what  if  there  were  four  of  them  ?*' 

"  They  should  drink  of  the  same  cup,"  answered  tin 
Knight 

"What  if  six,"  continued  Wamba,  "and  we  as  wi 
now  flWi  batety  two^ would  you  not  remember  Locta- 
lej'ahomr 

^'Whutl  sound  for  aid,'^  exclaimed  the  Knigk^ 
"agfiinti^  a.  acore  ofsuchrti^yiifle  of  these,  whom  omt 
gpod  knight  could  drivo  before  liim,  ris  the  wind  UM 

"Nny,  then,"  coid  Wmtibfl,  "i  will  pray  you  ibrt 
close  tiiAht  of  that  same  horn  that  bath  so  poweilull 

The  Knight  undid  the  clnro  of  ihe  baldric,  and  fai- 
duWcd  his  fftiow-tTavoilpr,  wlio  tmmediately  hung  the 
buglf  round  hie  own  neck. 

'^Tnt'ltTa  In,"  aoid  he,  whistline  the  notes;  "najr, 
I  know  my  gmnur  as  vrdl  n,i  arsothfr.'. 

"  How  Tupftu  voj,  knave  T'  aaid  the  Knight  |  "re- 
store me  the  bugle." 

"Content  you,  Sh*  Knight,  it  is  in  sal^  keeDfac. 
When  Valour  and  Folly  travel,  Polly  should  bear  w 
horn,  because  she  can  blow  diie  best" 

"Nay  but,  rogue,"  said  the  Black  Knight, '  thiili 
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(ndelh  tb  t  lioense— Beware  ye  tamper  not  with  my 
paiiiincc.*' 

'*0iKo  me  not  with  violence,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the 
Jester.  Rcenins  at  a  distance  from  the  impatient  cham- 

E'  n,  "or  Folly  will  show  a  clean  pair  of  heels,  and 
vu  Valour  to  find  out  his  way  through  the  wood  as 
It  he  mav." 

"Nay.  thou  hast  Tiit  me  there,"  said  the  knight; 
*  azid,  Footh  to  say,  I  have  litilo  time  to  jangle  with 
thea  Kci'p  the  horn  an  thou  wilt,  but  let  us  proceed 
on  our  journey." 

"You  will  not  harm  mc,  thcnl"  said  Wamba. 

"I  tell  thee  no,  thou  knave!" 

"  Av,  but  pledge  me  your  knightly  word  for  it,"  con- 
tinue Wamba,  as  iie  approacnea  with  great  caution. 

*'My  knightly  word  I  pledge;  only  come  on  with 
Ihy  foohsh  si^lf." 

"Nay,  then,  Valour  and  Folly  are  once  more  boon 
companiun.s"  said  the  Jester,  coming  up  A-ankly  to 
the  Knight*s  sidu;  '*but  in  truth,  I  \ove  not  such 
butlets  as  that  you  bestowed  on  the  burly  Friar,  when 
bis  holiness  rolled  on  the  green  like  a  king  of  the  nine- 
pins. And  noWthat  Ft)lly  wears  the  horn,  let  Valour 
nuse  himself,  and  shake  liis  mane ;  for,  if  I  mistake 
not,  there  are  company  in  yonder  brake  that  are  on 
the  look-out  for  us.^' 

"  What  makes  thee  judge  so?"  said  the  Knight. 

'*  Because  I  have  twice  or  thrice  noticed  the  glance 
of  a  morrion  from  amongst  the  green  leaves.  Had 
they  been  honest  men,  they  had  kept  the  path.  But 
Tonder  thicket  is  a  choice  chajjel  for  the  Clerks  of 
Saint  Nicholas." 

**  By  my  faith,"  said  the  Knight,  closing  his  visor, 
"I  think  thou  be'si  in  the  right  oii't." 

And  in  good  time  did  he  close  it,  for  three  arrows 
flew  at  the  same  instant  from  the  auspccteil  spot 
■gainst  his  head  and  brenst,  one  of  which  would  have 
penetrated  to  the  brain,  had  it  not  been  turned  aside 
or  the  steel  visor.  The  other  two  were  averted  by 
toe  floiget,  and  by  the  shield  which  hung  around  his 

"Thanks,  trusty  armour"  said  the  Knight.— 
"Wamba,  let  us  close  with  them,"— and  he  rode 
Straight  to  the  thicket.  He  was  met  by  six  or  seven 
men-at-arms,  who  ran  against  him  with  their  lances 
It  full  career.  Three  of  the  weaimns  struck  against 
kirn,  and  splintered  with  as  little  effect  as  if  thev  had 
been  driven  against  a  tower  of  steel.  The  Black 
Knight's  ei'es  seemed  to  flash  fire  oven  throu/j^h  the 
tperture  oi  lus  visor.  He  raised  himself  in  his  stir- 
Tnpo  with  an  air  of  inexpressible  dignity,  and  exclaim- 
ftl,  "What  means  this,  my  masters !"— The  men 
mode  no  other* reply  than  by  drawing  their  swords 
■nd  attacking  him  on  every  side,  crying,  "Die, 
tyrant  r* 

"Ha!  Saint  F/Jward !  Ha!  Saint  George !"  said 
the  Black  Knight,  striking  down  a  man  at  every 
invocation ;  *'  have  we  traitors  here  1" 

His  opponents^  desperate  as  they  were,  bore  back 
from  an  arm  which  carried  deoth  in  every  blow,  and 
IK  seemed  as  if  the  terror  of  his  single  strength  was 
about  to  gain  the  battle  against  such  odds,  when  a 
knijdiL  in  blue  armour,  who  had  hitherto  kept  him- 
■eiioshind  the  other  assailants,  spurred  forward  with 
mi  lance,  and  taking  aim,  not  at  the  rider  but  at  the 
•teed,  wounded  the  noble  animal  mortally. 

"That  was  a  felon  stroke!"  exclaimod  the  Black 
Knight,  as  the  steed  fell  to  the  earth,  bearing  his  rider 
along  with  him. 

And  at  this  moment,  Wamba  winded  the  bugle,  for 
the  whole  had  passed  so  speedily,  that  he  had  not 
time  to  do  so  sooner.  The  sudden  sound  made  the 
nurderers  bear  back  once  more,  and  Wamba,  though 
■0  imperfectly  weaponcd,  did  not  hesitate  to  rush  m 
and  assist  the  Black  Knight  to  rise. 

"Shame  on  ye,  false  cowards!"  exclaimed  he  in 
tile  blue  harness,  who  seeqfied  to  lead  the  assailants, 
"  do  yo  fly  firom  the  empty  blast  of  a  horn  blown  by  a 
Jester?" 

Animated  by  his  words,  they  attacked  the  Black 
bight  anew,  whose  best'  refuge  was  now  to  place 
his  back  against  an  oak,  and  defend  himself  with  his 
■word.  The  felon  knight,  who  had  tak<>n  another 
anr.  watehing  th«  moment  when  his  Ibnnidable 
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antagonist  was  most  closely  pressed,  galloped  against 
him  m  hopes  to  nail  him  with  his  lance  against  the 
tree,  when  his  purpose  was  again  interceoted  by 
Wamba.  The  Jester,  niakmg  up  by  agility  tfie  want 
of  strength,  and  little  noticed  by  the  men-at-arms, 
who  were  busied  in  their  more  important  object, 
hovered  on  the  skirts  of  the  fight,  and  elfectuallv 
cheeked  the  fatal  career  of  the  Blue  Knight,  by  haiii- 
stringing  his  horse  with  a  stroke  of  his  sword.  Horse 
and  liian  went  to  the  ground ;  yet  the  situation  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Fetterlock  continued  very  precarious, 
as  he  was  pressed  close  by  several  men  completely 
armed,  and  oegan  to  be  fatigued  by  the  violent  exer- 
tions necessary  to  defend  himself  on  so  many  points 
at  nearly  the  same  moment,  when  a  gray-gou»t>  shaft 
suddenly  stretched  on  the  earth  one  of  the  most  for- 
mAhiblu  tji  \i.i:  assailants,  and  a  band  of  yeomen 
broke  (^itnh  fwrn  the  glade,  headed  by  Lncks«lry  and 
Ihi?  k)via]  Ffiaff  who,  takins;  n'udy  and  etreclual  part 
in  thefmyj  soon  di.sposedor  the  ruflfiuna,  all  of  whom 
Inv  on  ihs  spot  dead  of  mortally  wounded.    The 
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ciitr.  Than  of  a  [^urson  of  exalted  rank. 

"  it  ruiicfTiie  me  much,"  he  said,  "even  before  I 
express  my  full  gratitude  to  my  ready  friends,  to  dis- 
cover, iflmav,  who  have  been  my  unprovoked  ene- 
mies.—Open  the  visor  of  that  Blue  Knight,  Wamba, 
who  seirms  the  chief  of  ihe.se  villains." 

The  Jo»ter  instantly  made  up  to  the  leader  of  iht* 
assassins,  who,  bruised  by  his  full,  and  entnnglid 
under  the  wounded  steed,  lay  incapable  either  of  flight 
or  resistance. 

"  Come,  valiant  sir,"  said  Wamba,  "  I  must  be  your 
armourer  as  well  as  your  eiiuerry— I  have  dismounted 
yon,  and  now  I  will  unhehn  you." 

So  saying,  with  no  very  gentle  hand  he  undid  the 
helmet  of  the  Blue  Kni£;ht,  which^  rolling  to  a  distance 
on  the  CTass,  displayed  to  the  Knight  of  the  Fetterlock 

grizzled  locks,  and  a  countenance  he  did  not  expect  to 
avc  se<!n  under  such  circumstances. 

'•  Waldemar  Fiizurw^ !"  he  said  in  astonishment ; 
"  what  could  urge  one  of  th^  rank  and  seeming  worth 
to  so  foul  an  undertaking?  ' 

/'Richanl,"  said  the  captive  Knight,  looking  up  to 
him,  "thou  knowest  little  of  mankiiid,  if  thou  know- 
est  not  to  what  ambition  and  revenge  can  lead  every 
child  of  Adam." 

"Revenge?"  answered  the  Black  Knight:  "I  ne- 
ver wronged  thee— On  me  thou  hast  naught  to  re- 
venge." 

"3ly  daughter,  Richanl,  whose  alliance  thou  didst 
scorn— was  that  no  injury  to  a  Norman,  whose  blood 
is  noble  as  thine  own  ? 

"Thy  daughter?",  replied  the  Black  Knight;  "a 
proper  cause  of  enmity,  and  followed  up  to  a  bloody 
]!*sue!— Stand  back,  my  masters,  I  would  speak  lo 
him  alone.— And  now,  Waldemar  Fitzursc,  say  me 
the  truth— confess  who  set  thee  on  tins  traitorous 
deed." 

"Thy  father's  son,"  answered  Waldemar,  "who, 
in  80  doing,  did  but  avenge  on  thee  thy  disobedience 
lo  thy  father." 

Richard's  eyes  sparkled  with  indignation,  but  his 
better  nature  overcaine  it.  He  pressed  his  hand 
against  his  brow,  and  remained  an  instant  gazing  on 
the  face  of  the  humbled  baron,  in  whose  features  pride 
was  contending  with  shame. 

"Thou  dost  not  ask  thy  life,  Waldemar,"  said  tiiu 
King. 

"  He  thatis  in  the  lion's  clutch,"  answered  Fitzurst, 
"knows  it  were  needless." 

"  Take  it,  then,  unasked,"  said  Richard :  "  the  lion 
pn«ys  not  on  prostrate  carcasses.— Take  thy  liic,  tiut 
witn  this  condition,  that  in  three  days  thou  shalt  leave 
England,  and  go  to  hide  thine  infamy  in  thy  Norman 
castle,  and  that  thou  wilt  never  mention  the  name  of 
John  of  Anjou  as  connected  with  thy  felony.  If  thou 
art  found  on  English  ground  after  the  space  I  have 
allotted  thee,  thou  diest— or  if  thou  breathest  aught 
that  can  attaint  the  honour  of  my  house,  by  Saint 
Greorgc!  not  the  altar  itself  shall  De  a  sanctuary,  i 
will  hang  thee  out  lo  (aisii  tbft  tvcvoMMR^^^  'ws^^ 
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pinnacle  of  thfne  own  ca8t1e.->Let  thit  kniglit  have 
t^  ftteed,  Locksley,  for  I  we  your  yeomen  have  eaught 
those  which  were  running  looie,  and  let  him  depart 
unharmed." 

"  But  that  I  iudge  I  listen  to  a  voice  whose  behesta 
must  not  be  disput^'  answered  the  yeoman,  "I 
would  send  a  shaft  after  the  skulking  villain  that 
should  spare  him  the  labour  of  a  long  journey." 

*'Thou  bearest  an  English  heArt,  Locksley,"  said 
the  Black  Knight,  *'and  well  dost  judge  thou  art  the 
more  bound  to  obey  ray  behest—I  am  Richard  of 
England  P' 

At  these  words,  pronounced  in  a  tone  of  majesty 
suited  to  the  high  rank,  and  no  less  distingmshed 
character  of  C(Bur-de-Lion,  the  yeomen  at  once 
kneeled  down  before  him.  and  ac  the  same  time  ten- 
dered their  allegiance,  and  implored  pardon  for  their 
offences. 

"  Rise,  my  friends,'*-  said  Richard,  in  a  .gracious 
tone,  looking  on  them  with  a  countenance  m  which 
his  habitual  good-humour  had  already  conquered  tlie 
blaze  of  hasty  resentment,  and  whose  features  re- 
tained no  mark  of  the  late  desperate  conflict  except- 
mg  the  flush  arising  from  exertion,—"  Arise."  he  »id, 
'my  friends !— Your  misdemeanors,  whether  in  fo- 
rest or  fleld,  have  been  atoned  by  the  loyal  services 
you  rendered  my  disn'essed  subjects  before  the  walls 
of  Torauilstone,  and  the  rescue  you  have  this  day 
aflbrdea  to  your  sovereign.  Arise,  my  liegemen,  and 
be  good  subjects  in  future.-rAnd  thou,  brave  Locks- 
ley*^ 

***  Call  me  no  longer  Locksley,  my  Liege,  but  know 
me  under  the  name,  which.  I  fear,  fiune  hath  bbwn 
loo  wkiely  not  to  have  reached  even  your  royal  ears— 
I  am  Robm  Hood  of  Sherwood  Forest."* 

"  King  of  Outlaws,  and  Prince  of  good  fellows  P* 
said  the  King,  "  who  hath  not  heard  of  a  name  that 
has  been  borne  as  far  as  Palestine?  But  be  assured, 
brave  Outlaw,  that  no  deed  done  in  our  absence,  and 
in  the  turbulent  times  to  which  it  hath  given  rise, 
s.hall  be  remembered  to  thy  disadvantage."^ 

•'  True  says  the  proverb,"  said  Wamba,  interposing 
his  word,  but  with  some  abatement  of  his  usual 
petulance,— 

*' '  Wlien  the  eat  {•  awa7f 
I     The  mice  will  pl«f.' " 

"What  Wamba,  art  thou  there?"  saki  Richard; 
"I  have  been  so  long  of  hearing  thy  voice,  I  thought 
tliou  hadst  taken  flight." 

"  I  take  flight  f  said  Wamba ;  "  when  do  you  ever 
find  Folly  separated  from  Valour?  -  There  lies  the 
trophy  of  my  sword,  that  good  gray  gelding,  whom  I 
heartily  wish  upon  his  le^  again,  conditioning  his 
master  lay  there  houghed  m  his  place.  It  is  true,  I 
gave  a  little  ground  at  first,  for  a  motley  jacket  does 
not  brook  lance-heads,  as  a  steel  doublet  will.  But  if 
I  fought  not  at  sword's  point,  you  will  grant  me  that 
I  sounded  the  onset" 

"And  to  good  purpose,  honest  Wamba,"  replied  the 
King.    "  Thy  good  service  shall  not  be  forgotten." 

"  VonJUeor  I  ConfUtor  /"—exclaimed,  m  a  submis- 
mye  tone,  a  voice  near  the  King's  side—"  my  Latin 
will  carry  me  no  farther— but  I  confess  my  deadly 
treason,  and  pray  leave  to  have  absolutk>n  before  I 
an:  led  to  execution!" 

Richard  looked  around,  and  behMd  thejovial  Friar 
on  his  knees,  telling  his  rosary,  while  nis  (juarter- 
stafTj  which  had  not  been  idle  during  the  skirmish, 
lay  on  the  grass  beside  him.  His  countenance  was 
gathered  so  as  he  thought  might  best  express  the 
most  profound  contrition,  his  eyes  being  turned  up, 
ana  the  comers  of  his  mouth  drawn  down,  as  Wam- 
ba expo-essed  it,  like  the  tassels  at  the  mouth  of  a 
purse.  Tet  this  demure  aflectation  of  extreme  peni- 
tence was  whimsically  belied  by  a  ludicrous  meaning 
whidi  lurked  in  bib  huge  features,  and  seemed  tojpro- 
iionnce  his  fear  and  repentance  alike  hypocriticar. 

"  For  what  art  thou  cast  down,  madf  Pnsstl"  said 

Richard;  "art  thou  afraM  thy  dk)cesan  should  Isam 

'  how  truly  thou  dost  serve  Our  Lady  and  Saint  Dun- 

^  «  Prom  UM  balMs  of  Robin  Hood,  we  learn  that  thif  cele- 
kretea  outlaw,  when  In  di«ffniie,  tometiinei  anumed  the  nemo 
«f  Loekriey.  from  a  riHage  where  he  wu  bora,  bat  where  Mta- 
a*tdweamiMtdfitiaMUtokl- 


suni— THish,iiian!  fMiritiiott  BichiJd  of  Rnglatn 

betrays  no  secrets  that  pass  over  the  flagon." 

"Nay,  most  gracious  soveroi^" , answered  th^ 
Hermh,  (weU  known  to  the  curious  in  penny-histo* 
ries  of  Robin  Hood  by  the  name  of  Friar  Tuck,)  "it 
is  not  the  crosier  I  tear,  but  the  sceptre.— Alas !  that 
my  sacrilegious  fist  should  ever  have  been  applied  to 
the  ear  of  the  Lord's  anointed  I** 

"Ha!  bar  sakl  Richard,  "  sits  the  wind  there?— 
In  trutn  I  had  forgotten  the  buflet,  though  mine  ear 
eunz  after  it  for  a  whole  day.  But  if  tne  cufiT  was 
fairly  given,  I  will  be  jud^  by  the  good  men  arouml 
if  it  was  not  as  well  repaid— or,  if  thou  thinkest  I  stiJ 
owe  thee  aught,  and  will  stand  forth  for  another 
counterbuff" 

"  By  no  means,"  replied  Friar  Tudt,  *'  I  had  mino 
own  returned,  and  with  usury— may  your  Majest/ 
ever  pay  your  debts  as  fiiUy  I" 

"  If  I  could  do  so  with  cufls,"  said  the  King,  "my 
creditors  qhould  have  little  reason  to  complain  of  an 
empty  excheouer." 

*^And  yet,"  said  the  Friar,  resummg  bis  demire 
hypocritical  countenance,  "  I  know  not  what  poh 
ance  I  ought  to  perform  for  that  most  sacrilegious 
btew!" - 

"Speak  no  more  of  it,  brother,"  said  the  King: 
"  after  having  stood  so  many  cufls  from  Paynims  and 
misbelievera  1  were  void  oi  reason  to  quarrel  with 
the  buffet  of  a  clerk  so  hol)r  as  he  of  Ccmmanhurst 
Vet,  mine  honest  Friar,  I  think  it  would  be  beat  both 
for  the  church  and  thyself  that,  I  should  proeyrea 
license  to  unfrock  thee,  and  retain  thee  as  a  yeoman 
of  our  guard,  serving  m  care  of  our  person,  as  for- 
merlyin  attendance  uoon  the  altar  of  Saint  Dunstan." 

"  My  Liege,"  said  tne  Friar.  "  I  humbly  crave  your 
pardon ;  and  yon  would  readily  grat>t  my  excuse,  did 
you  but  know  how  the  sin  of  laziness  has  beset Ine. 
Saint  Dunstan— may  he  be  gracious  to  us !— stands 
(luiet  in  his  niche,  though  I  should  forget  my  orisons 
in  killing  a  fat  buck— I  stavout  of  my  cell  sometiines 
a  nighty  doing  I  wot  not  what— Saint  Dunstan  nerw 
complains— a  quiet  master  he  is,  and  a  peaceful,  as 
ever  was  made  of  wood.— But  to  be  a  yeoman  in 
attendance  on  my  sovereign  the  King— the  honour  is 
great,  doubtless— jret,  if  I  were  but  to  st«>  aside  to 
comfort  a  widow  in  one  comer,  or  to  kill  a  deer  in 
another,  it  woidd  be,  *  where  is  the  dog  Priest  T  saya 
one.  *  Who  has  seen  the  accursed  Tuck  T  says  an^ 
ther.  *  The  unfrY>cked  villain  destroys  more  venison 
than  half  the  country  besides,*  says  one  keeper;  'And 
is  hunting  after  every  shy  doe  in  the  country  r  qooSh 
a  second.— In  fine,  good  my  Liege.  I  pray  you  to  leave 
me  as  you  found  me ;  or,  if  in  aught  you  desire  to  ex- 
tend yotu:  benevolence  to  m^  that  I  may  be  conad- 
ered  as  the  poor  Clerk  of  Saint  Dunstan's  ceS  in 
CopmanhursL  to  whom  any  small  donation  wiU  be 
most  thankfully  acceptable." 

"  I  understand  thee,"  said  the  Kinft  **and  the  Holy 
Clerk  shall  have  a  grant  of  vert  aiid  vension  in  roy 
woods  of  Wamclifle.  Mark,  however,  I  will  but  as- 
sign thee  three  bucks  every  season ;  but  if  that  do  not 
prove  aa  apology  for  thy  slaying  thirty,  I  am  no 
Christian  knight  nor  tme  Icing.^' 

"  Your  Grace  may  be  well  assured,**  ^atd  the  Frisr, 
"  that,  with  the  grace  of  Saint  Dunstan,  I  shall  fiftd 
the  way  of  multiplying  your  most  bountepus  gift** 

"I  nothing  douSt  it  good  brother,"  said  the  Kiog;: 
"  and  as  venisoii  ^is  but  dry  food,  our  cellarer  smU 
have  orders  to  deliver  to  thee  a  butt  of  sack^  a  mutx 
oi  Malvoisie,  and  three  hogsheads  of  ale  or  the  ftM 
strike,  yearly— If  that  will  not  quench  thy  thirst,  ihfu 
must  oometo  court,  and  become  aoquamted  with  ay 
butler." 

"  But  for  Saint  Dunstan T*  said  tho  Friai^ 

"A  cope,  a  stole^  and  an  altar-cloth  ^alt  thon  i|fa> 
have,"  continued  the  King,  crossing  himself— **  nil 
we  may  not  turn  our  game  u^to  earnest  lest  God  pol- 
ish us  for  thinking  mote  on  our  follies  than  on  lis 
honour  and  worship." 

**  I  will  anvwer  for  roy  patron,"  said  the  Priest  Jdy- 
ously. 

"Answer  for  thyself;  Tiiar,**  said  B3ng  Ridii|d, 

something  sternly  $  but  immediately  stretcher * 

hwhandtotbar      '   -^   »  .       r 


»ut  immediately  stretching  out 
it,  the  ktter,  somewhat  aoSlfd, 
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bent  his  kne6«  and  saluted  it  "Tbon  dost  less  ho- 
iiour  to  mv  extended  oalm  than  to  mv  clenched  fist," 
•aid  the  Monarch:  "thou  didst  only  kneel  to  one, 
and  to  the  other  didst  prostrate  thyselfl"  , 

But  the  Friar,  afrafd  perhaps  of  again  giving  offince 
by  continuing  the  conversation  in  too  jocose  a  style— 
a  false  step  to  he  particularly  guarded  against  by  thdse 
who  converse  vnth  monarchs^howed  profounoly,  and 
£bU  into  the  rear.. 

At  the  same  time,  two  additional  personages  ap- 
peared on  the  scene.  ^ 


CHAPTER   XLI. 

All  hail  to  the  lordliiifs  of  hUh  degree, 

iHio  live  not  more  happy,  though  greater  than  we  I 

Our  iiastimos  to  »ee, 

Under  every  green  tree, 
In  all  the  gay  woodland,  right  welcome  ye  be. 

Macdonald. 

•  Thb  new  comers  were  Wilfied  of  Ivanhoe,  on  the 
.Prior  of  Boiolph's  palfrey,  and  Gurth,  who  attended 
him,  on  the  Knight  s  own  war-horse.  The  astonish- 
ment of  Ivanhoe  was  bej^ond  bounds,  when  he  saw 
his  master  besprinkled  with  blood,  and  six  or  seven 
dead  bodies  lying  around  in  the  little  glade  in  \f  hich 
the  battle  had  taken  place.  Nor  was  he  less  surprised 
to  see  Richard  surrounded  by  so  many  silvan  attend- 
ants, the  outlaws,  as  they  seemed  to  oe,  of  the  forest, 
and  a  perilous  retinue  therefore  for  a  prince.  He 
hesitated  whether  to  address  the  King  as  the  Black 
Knight-errant,  or  in  what  other  manner  to  demean 
himself  towards  him.  Richard  saw  his  embarrass- 
ment. 

"Fear  not,  Wilfred,"  he  said,  "to  address  Riphard 
Plantagenet  as  himself|  since  thoirseest  him  in  the 
company  of  true  English  hearts,  although  it  may  be 
they  have  been  urged  a  few  steps  aside  by  warm 
£iu;li8h  blood." 

*^Sir  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe,"  said  the  gallant  Outlaw, 
stepping  fbrward,  "  my  assurances  can  add  nothing 
to  tliose  of  our  sovereign;  yet,  let  me  say  somewhat 
proudly,  that  of  men  wno  have  suiiered  much,  he  hath 
Dot  truer  subjects  than  those  who  now  stand  around 
him."  ^ 

"I  cannot  doubt  it,  brave  man,"  said  Wilfred, 
•*  since  thou  art  of  the  number— But  what  mean  these 
marks  of  death  and  danger?  these  slain  men,  and  the 
bloody  armour  of  my  Pnnce  1" 

"Treason  hath  been  with  us,  Ivanhoe,"  said  the 
King ;  "  but,  thanks  to  these  brave  men,  treason  hath 
met  its  meed— But,  now  I  bethink  me,  thou  too  art 
a  traitor,"  said  Richard,  smiling;  "  a  most  disobedient 
traitor ;  for  were  not  our  orders  positive  that  thou 
shonldst  repose  thyself  at  Saint  Botolph  s  until  thy 
wound  was  healed  ?" 

"It  is  healed,"  said  Ivanhoe;  "it  is  not  of  more 
consequence  than  the  scratch  of  a  bodkin.  But  why, 
oh  wfajr,  noble  Prince,  will  you  thus  vex  the  hearts  of 
yonr  futhful  servants,  and  expose  your  life  by  lonely 
journeys  and  rash  adventures,  as  if  it  were  of  no  more 
value  than  that  of  a  mere  knight-errant,  who  has  no 
interest  on  earth  but  what  lance  and  sword  may  pro- 
cure him  9" 

''AM  Richard  Plantagenet,"  said  the  Kmg,  "de- 
tires  no  more,  fame  than  his  aood  lance  and  sword 
may  acquire  him— and  Richard  Plantagenet  is  prouder 
of  achieving  an  adventure  Mrith  only  his  good  sword, 
and  his  good  arm  to  speed,  than  if  he  led  to  battle  a 
host  of  a  hundred  thousand  armed  men." 

"But  your  kingdom,  my  Liege,"  said  Ivanhoe, 
"your  kingdom  is  threatened  with  dissolution  and 
civil  war— your  subjects  menaced  with  every  species 
of  evil,  if  de^nived  of  their  sovereign  in  some  of  those 
dangers  which  it  is  your  daily  pleasure  to  incur,  and 
firora  which  you  have  but  this  moment  narrowly 

_^oi  ho!  my  kingdom  and  my  subjects?"  an- 
swered Richard,  impatiently;  "I  tell  thee.  Sir  Wil- 
fred, the  best  ot  them  are  most  willing  to,  repay  my 
follies  in  kind— For  example^  my  very  faithiul  ser- 
vant, Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe,  will  not  obey  my  positive 
commands,  and  yet  reads  his  king  a  homilv,  becanse 
he  doea  not  walk  exactly  by  his  advice.  Which  of  us 
has  most  rea^n  to  upbrajd  the  other?— Tet,  forgive 


me,  my  faithfiil  Wilfred.  The  time  I  have  spent,  and 
am  yet  to  spend  m  ^ncealment,  is,  as  I  etplained  to 
•thee  at  Saint  Botolim's,  necessary  to  give  my  friends 
and  faithful  nobles  time  to  assemble  their  forces,  that 
when  Richard's  return  is  announced,  he  should  he  at 
the  head  of  such  a  force  as  enemies  shall  tremble  to 
face,  and  thus  subdue  the  meditated  treason,  without 
even  unsheathing  a  sword.  Estoteville  and  Bohtm 
will  not  be  strong  enough  to  move  forward  to  York 
for  twenty-four  hours.  I  must  have  news  of  Salis- 
bury from  the  south :  and  of  Beauchamp.  in  War- 
wickshire; and  of  Multon  and  Percy  in  the  north. 
The  Chancellor  must  make  sure  of  London.  Too  * 
stidden  an  appearance  would  subject  me  to  dangers, 
other  than  my  lance  and  ^ord,  though  backed  by 
the  bow  of  bold  Robin,  or  the  ouarter-staflT  of  Friar 
Tuck,  and  the  horn  of  the  sage  Wamba,  may  be  able 
to  rescue  me  from." 

Wilfred  bowed  in  submission,  well  knowing  how 
vain  it  was  to  contend  with  the  wild  spirit  of  chivalry 
which  so  often  impelled  his  master  upon  dangers 
which  he  might  easfly  have  avt)ided,  or  rather,  which 
it  was  unpardonable  m  him  to  have  sought  out  The 
young  knight  sighed,  therefor^  and  held  his  peace; 
ymile  Richard,  rejoiced  at  havmg  silenced  his  coun«- 
eellor.  though  nis  heart  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
the  charge  ne  had  brought  against  him,  went  on  in 
conversation  with  Robin  Hood.— "King  of  Outlaws," 
he  said,  "have  you  no  refreshment  to  oiler  to  yonr 
brother  sovereigii  7  for  these  dead  knaves  have  found 
me  both  in  exercise  and  appetite." 
"In  troth,"  replied  the  Outlaw,  "for  I  scorn  to  lie 

to  your  Grace,  our  larder  is  chiefly  supplied  with" 

He  stopped,  and  was  somewhat  embarrassed. 

"  With  venison,  I  suppose  ?"  said  Richard,  gavly; 
"  better  food  at  need  thenf  can  be  none— and  truly,  if 
a  king  will  not  remain  at  home  and  slay  his  own 
game,  methinks  he  should  not  brawl  too  loud  if  he 
finds  It  killed  to  his  hand." 

"  If  your  Grace,  then,"  said  Robin,  "will  again  ho- 
nour with  your  presence  one  of  Robm  Hood's  places 
of  rendezvous,  the  venison  shall  not  be  lacking ;  and 
a  stoup  of  ale,  and  it  may  be  a  cup  of  reasonably  good 
wine,  to  relish  it  withaL" 

The  Outlaw  accordingly  led  the  way,  followed  by 
the  buxom  Monarch,  more  happy,  probably,  in  this 
chance  meeting  with  Robin  Hood  and  his  foresters, 
than  he  would  have  been  in  again  assuming  his 
royal  state,  and  presiding  over  a  splendid  circle  of 
peers  and  nobles.  Novelty  in  society  and  adventure 
were  the  zest  of  life  to  Richard  Cceur-de-Lion,  and 
it  had  its  highest  relish  when  enhanced  by  dangers 
encountered  and  surmounted.  In  the  Uon-heaned 
King,  the  briUiant,  but  useless  character,  of  a  knight 
of  roman<!e,  was  in  a  great  measure  realized  and 
revived ;  and  the  personal  glory  which  he  acquired 
by  his  own  deeds  of  arms,  was  tar  more  dear  to  hia 
excited  imagination,  than  that  which  a  course  of 
policy  and  wisdom  would  have  spread  around  his 
government  Accordingly,  his  reign  was  Uke  the 
course  of  a  brilliant  ana  rapid  meteor,  which  shoots 
along  the  face  of  heaven,  shedding  around  an  un- 
necessary and  portentous  hght.  which  is  Distantly 
swallowed  up  by  universal  darkness;  his  feats  of 
chivalry  furmshing  themes  for  bards  and  minstrels, 
but  affording  none  of  those  solid  benefits  to  his  coun- 
try on  which  hinory  loves  to  pnu^,  and  hold  up  ii*^  . 
an  ex  an  I  pit?  ro  pus^ttrity.  But  in  his  prei*?nt  (]onj;iarjy 
RjchflrrJ  phtiWFtl  to  the  RTeatest  imQeinable  adven- 
ts 2:*  \  Ho  ttfls  gny,  gmjd-huiiK^un'a,  und  fond  oE 
mfJnbrKx]  in  <i*try  mnk  of  Hfe- 
Utinenth  n  hufffl  oak'troe  the  si!vnn  repast  was 
h&eiily  prepared  for  the  King  <if  Kw^iund,  surrounded 
by  men  onllawa  lo  his  KOvernTSit'nt,  but  who  oow 
fonnnl  his  coutt  and  his  gusrd,  Ab  the  flagon  went 
round,  ihe  fougb  fbresteFs'ioon  iosi  th^ir  awe  fiw  die 
pitstnco  of  Majesty.  The  pong  and  the  just  wtn 
CxchjinKed— the  stories  of  fomner  deeds  were  told 
with  sidvantagei  and  ai  knglh,  and  while  boaMmi; 
of  tln*ir  ffucceesful  infrflction  of  the  lews^  no  one 
rer  oil  octet  J  they  were  ffpeakintf  in  p^ftcnce  of  their 
n&iurat  guardsnn.  The  merry  Kinfrn^^thiiighettl-na 
hh  dimuty  any  mor^^  ihilfi  M§-  ttHtrp^f^4mu^h^ 
gcyfed,  and  jetted  among  the  jollv  hand:  Th«  naiu- 
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ral  and  rougn  sense  of  Robin  Hood  led  him  to  be 
desirous  that  the  scene  ^oul^  be  closed  ere  any 
thing  should  occur  to  disturb  its  harmony,  the  more 
especially  that  he  observed  Ivannoe's  brow  clouded 
.  u'lth  anxiety.  "We  are  honoured,**  he  said  to  Ivan- 
hoe,  apart,  "by  the  presence  of  our  gallapt  Sove- 
reign ;  yet  I  would  not  that  he  dallied  with  time, 
wmch  the  circumstances  of  hi^  kingdom  may  redder 
precious.'' 

"  It  is  well  and  wisely  spoken,  brave  Robin  Hood," 
saidWilired,  apart;  "ana  know,  moreover,  that  they 
who  jest  with  Majesty,  even  in  its  gayest  mood  are 
but  toying  with  the  lion's  whelp,  which,  on  sOght 
provocation,  uses  both  fangs  and  claws." 

"You  have  touched  the  very  cause  of  my  fear," 
said  the  Outlaw;  "my  men  are  rouj^  by  practice 
and  nature,  the  King  is  hasty  as  well  as  good- 
humoured;  nor  know  I  how  soon  cause  of  onenoe 
may  arise,  or  how  warmly  it  may.be  received— it  is 
time  this  revel  were  broken  off." 

"It  must  be  by  your  management  then,  gallant 
yeoman,"  said  Ivannoe ;  "  for  each  hint  I  have  es- 
sayed to  give  him  serves  only  to  induce  him  to  pro- 
long it"  jl 

"  Must  I  so  soon  risk  thepardon  and  favour  ofmy 
Sovereign  1"  said  Robin  Hood,  pausing;  for  an  in- 
stant ;  but  by  Saint  Christopher,  it  shiQ  be  so.  ,1 
were  undeserving  his  grace  did  I  not  peril  it  for  his 
ffopd.— Here,  Scathlock.  get  thee  behind  yonder 
thicket,  and  wind  me  a  Norman  blast  on  thy  bugle; 
and  without  an  instant's  delay,  on  pail  of  your  life.'' 

Scatbkx^k  obeyed  his  captaia  and  in  less  than  five 
minutes  the  revellers  were  startled  by  the  sound  of  his 
horn. 

"  It  is  the  bugle  of  Malvoisin,"  said  the  Miller,  start- 
ing to  his  fiset,  and  seizing  his  bow.  The  Friar  droo- 
ps his  flagon,  and  grasped  his  quarter-staff.  Wamba 
stopt  short  m  the  midst  of  a  jest,  and  betook  himself 
to  sword  and  target.  Ail  the  others  stood  to  their 
weapons. 

Men  of  their  precarious  course  of  life  change  readily 
from  the  banquet  to  the  battle ;  and,  to  Ricnard,  the 
exchange  seemed  but  a  succession  of  pleasure.  He 
called  mr  bis  helmet  and  the  most  cumbrous  parts  of 
liis  armour,  which  he  had  laid  aside ;,  and  while  Gurth 
was  putting  them  on,  he  laid  his  strict  injunctions  on 
Wilfred,  under  pain  of  hvs  highest  displeasure,  not  to 
engage  in  the  skirmish  which  he  supposed  was  ap- 
proaching. 

"Thou  hast  fought  for  me  a  hundred  times,  Wil- 
fred,—and  I  have  seen  it.  Thou  shalt  this  day  look 
on,  and  see  how  Richard  will  fight  for  his  friend  and 
liezeman  " 

in  the  mean  tim^  Robin  Hood  had  sent  off  seve- 
ral of  his  followers  m  different  directipns.  as  if  to  re- 
connoitre the  enemy ;  and  when  he  saw  the  company 
effectually  broken  up,  he  approached  Richard,  who 
was  now  completely  armeoL  and,  kneeling  down  on 
one  knee,  craved  pardon  of  his  Sovereign. 

"For  what,  good  yeoman  1"  said  Richard,  some* 
what  impatiently.  ''Have  we  not  already  mjanted 
thee  a  full  pardon  for  all  transgressions  7  Tmnkest 
thou  our  word  is  a  feather,  to beblown  backward  and 
forward  between  us  7  Thou  canst  not  have  had  time 
to  commit  any  new  offence  since  that  time  7" 

"Ay.  but  I  have  though,"  answer^  the  yeoman, 
"if  it  be  an  offence  to  deceive  my  pnnce  for  nis  own 
advantage.  The  bugle  vou  have  heard  was  none  oi 
Malvoism's,  but  blown  oy  my  direction,  to  break  off 
the  banquet,  lest  it  trenduad  i^n  hours  of  deafer  im- 
port than  to  be  thus  dallied  with."  , 

He  then  rose  from  his  knee,  folded  his  arms  on  his 
bosons,  and  ia  a  rnanoer  rather  respectful  than  sub- 
misaiyei  awaited  the  answer  of  the  King,— like  one 
who  is  conscious  he  may  hav^  given  offence,  yet  is 
confident  in  the  rectitude  of  his  motive  The  olood 
rushed  in  anger  to  thp  countenfmce  of  Richard ;  but 
it  was  the  fiiit  transient  emotion,  and  his  sense  of- 
iusdoe  instancy  subdued  h. ^       ^       . , 

*^The  Kins  of  Sherwood."  he  said,  **  grudges  his 
venison  and  his  vrioe-flask  to  the  King  of  England  1 
It  ia  well,  bokl  Robin !— but  when  you  come  to  see  me 
m  merry  Lfpndon,  I  trust  to  be  a  less  niggard  host 
Thou  art  right,  however,  good  fellow.  Xet  us  there- 
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fb^  to  horse  and  away—Wilfted  has  been  wnptt^e^ 
this  hour.  Tell  me,  bold  Robin,  hast  tbon  never  a 
(Hend  in  thy  band,  who,  not  content  with  advii 
will  needs  direct  thy  motions,  and  look  mi— 
when  thou  dost  presume  to  act  for  diyself  7" 

"  Such  a  onei,^|  said  Robin,  "  is  mv  LiratemyDtv 
Little  John,  who  is  even  now  absent  oii  an  expcxhtioD 
as  far  as  the  borders  of  Scotland ;  and  I  will  own  to 
your  Majesty,  that  I  am  sometimes  displeased  by  ths 
n«edom  of  nis  conncila— but,  when  I  think  twice, 
I  cannot  be  long  angry  virith  one  who  can  have  do 
motive  for  his  anxiety  save  zeal  for  his  master'a 
service." 

'  Thou  art  right,  good  yeoman,"  answered  Richard  j 


"  and  if  I  had  Tvanhoe,  on  the  one  hand;  to  g^ire  ffvrm 
advice,  and  recommend  it  by  the  sad  gravity  of  tarn 
brow,  and  thee,  on  the  other,  to  trick  me  into  wfaa* 
thou  thinkest  my  own  good.  I  should  have  as  Iiiil# 
the  freedom  of  mme  own  will  as  any  kine  in  Chii^ 
tendom  or  Heathenesse.— But  come,  sirs,  let  us  mer* 
rily  on  to  Coningsburgh,  and  think  no  moreon't." 

Robin  Hood  assured  them  that  he  had  detached  « 
party  in  the  direction  of  the  road  they  were  to  paaiu 
who  would  not  fail  to  discover  and  apprize  th^  or 
any  secret  ambuscade  j  and  that  he  had  little  dori>t 
they  would  find  the  ways  secure,  or,  if  otherwise, 
would  receive  such  timely  notice  of  the  danger  aa 
would  enable  them  to  fall  back  on  a  strong  troop  ol 
archers,  with  which  he  himself  proposed  to  follow  on 
the  same  route. 

The  wise  and  attentive  precautions  adopted  for  his 
safety  touched  Richard's  feelings,  and  removed  any 
slight  grudge  which  he  might  retam  on  aocoont  of  tte 
deception  the  Outlaw  Captain  had  practised  upon 
him.  He  once  more  extended  his  hand  to  RmIb 
Hood,  assured  him  of  his  full  pardon  and  fbtnre  favour, 
as  well  as  his  firm  resolution  to  restrain  the  tyrsB* 
nical  exercise  of  the  forest  rights  and  other  oppresstve 
laws,  by  which  sO  many  English  yeomen  were  drtvea 
mto  a  state  of  rebellion.  ,  But  Richard's  good  inten- 
tions towards  the  bold  Outlaw  were  frustrated  by  tha 
King's  untimely  death ;  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forssl 
was  extorted  from  the  unwilling  hands  of  King  John 
when  he  succeeded  to  his  heroic  brother.  As  lor  the 
rest  of  Robin  Hood's  career,  as  well  as  the  tale  of  his 
treacherous  death,  they  are  to  be  found  in  those  blaclL- 
letter  garlands,  once  sold  at  the  low  and  easy  rate  of 
one  hfu^imy, 

"  Now  ohMplj  pordiaMd  at  their  veiibt  in  cold.** 

The  Outlaw's  opinion  proved  true:  and  the  Kinft 
attended  by  Ivanhoe,  Gurth,  and  Wamba,  arrived 
without  any  interruption,  within  view  of  the  Caads 
of  Coningsburgh,  while  the  sun  was  yet  in  the  ho- 
rizon. 

There  are  few  more  beautifbl  or  striking  scenes  in 
England,  than  are  presented  by  the  vicmity  of  this 
ancient  Saxon  fortress.  The  soft  and  gentle  riser 
Don  sweeps  through  an  ampitheatre.  m  which  culti- 
vation is  richly  blended  with  woodland,  and  on  a 
mount,  ascending  fh>m  the  river,  well  defended  by 
waUs  and  ditches,  rises  this  ancient  edifice,  which,  as 
its  Saxon  name  impUes,  was,  previous  to  the  Ckxt- 
quest,  a  royal  residence  of  the  kings  of  Rngliiftd.  The 
outer  walls  have  probably  been  added  Ey  the  Mar- 
mans,  but  the  inner  kea>  bears  token  of  very  mH 
antifiuity.  It  is  simated  on  a  mount  at  one  ange  of 
the  inner  court,  and  forms  a  complete  circle  of  paroaps 
twenty-five  feet  In  diameter.    The  wall  is  of  ito* 

Siense  thickness  and  is  propped  or  defended  by  m 
ugc  external  buttresses  which  project  fram  the  coid^ 
and  rise  up  agamst  the  sides  of  the  tower  aa  if  to 
strengdien  or  to  support  it  These  masaiipe  bntuussts 
are  solid  when  they  arise  from  me  foundatbn,  and  a 

Sood  way  higher  up ;  but  are  hollowed  out  towatdi 
he  top,  and  terminate  in  a  sort  of  turrets  comminnh 
eating  with  the  interior  of  th9  keep  itselt  The  ^stast 
appeorance  of  this  huge  buikhng,  with  these  nngulsr 
accompaniments,  is  as  interestmg  to  the  lovers  ot  the 
picturesque,  as  the  mterior  of  the  caatle  is  to  tfieeMBT 
antiquary,  whose  imagination  it  carries  back  to  me 
days  of  the  heptarchy.  A  barrow*  in  the  rianityof 
the  castle,  is  pointed  out  as  the  tomb  of  the  meiao- 
rable  Hengist;  and  various  mottumeBtB^  of  gmt 
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ttntKioity  and  curiotity,  are  ahown  m  (he  neighboiiniig 
chorehyard.* 

When  CoDur-de-Lion  and  hie  retinae  approached 
tkia  rude  yet  stately  building,  it  was  not,  as  at  present, 
aorrounded  by  external  fortifications.  The  Saxon 
architect  had  exhausted  his  art  in  rendeiing  the  main 
keep  defensible,  and  there  was  no  other  drcumvalla- 
tion  than  a  rude  barrier  of  iMilisades. 

A  huge  black  banner,  which  floated  from  the  top 
of  the  tower,  announced  that  the  obsequies  of  the  late 

*  Wken  I  lut  mw  this  intsnwtliif  rain  of  aocient  days,  ooe 
of  tho  Tory  few  remaininff  exampiei  of  Saxon  fortification,  I 
wis  «Uooglr  iropreMod  with  th«  detire  of  tnicinff  oat  a  tort  of 
tlMory  on  the  labject,  which,  fVom  MNne  reoonc  aeqvaintanoe 
wilb  Uie  aiehiteoture  of  the  ancient  SoaadinaTiam.  teemed  to 
me  peculiarly  interestinf'  I  was,  however,  oblifed  by  eircum- 
•lapees  to  proceed  on  myjouraey,  without  leiture  to  take  more 
tMB  a  traniient  view  of  Coninnburgh.  Yet  ttio  idea  dwellt  so 
momgkf  hi  my  mind,  that  I  Awl  considerably  tempted  to  write 
a  paicD  or  two  in  detailinr  at  leaf  t  the  outline  of  my  hypothetit, 
leaving  better  antiquaries  to  correct  or  refute  oonclunona  whicli 
we  perhaps  too  nattily  drawn. 

Taoae  who  have  visited  the  Zetland  ItlanJt,  are  fkmiliar  with 
the  <leaeripcioB  of  catties  called  by  the  inhabitantt  Barght  *,  and 
by  the  Myhlandort-for  they  are  alto  to  be  found  both  in  the 
~-^—i  liiM  and  on  the  mainland— Dans.    Pennant  hat  en- 
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.  0ascd  a  view  of  the  fkroout  Dun-Domadilla  in  Glenelf ;  and 
Bare  an  many  others,  all  of  them  built  after  a  pocniiar  mode  of 
architecture,  which  argues  a  people  in  the  meet  primitive  ttata 
of  aociety.  The  most  perfect  specimen  it  that  upon  the  island 
of  Mooia,  near  to  the  mainland  of  Zetland,  which  it  probably 
a  the  tame  state  at  when  inhabited. 

It  it  a  ainf  le  roand  tower,  the  wall  curvinff  in  tliglitly,  and 
thea  taming  outward  acain  in  the  form  of  a  dice-box,  to  (hat 
Che  defenders  on  Uie  top  mirht  the  better  protect  the  bate.  It 
it  formed  of  rough  vtonet,  tcloctod  with  care,  and  laid  in  counet 
or  circlet,  with  much  eompactnett,  but  without  cement  of  any 
kiad.  The  tower  hat  never,  to  appearance,  had  roofluf  of  any 
sort ;  a  fire  was  made  in  the  centre  of  the  tpace  which  it  on- 
dotes,  and  originally  the  building  was  probably  little  more  than 
a  wall  drawn  as  a  sort  of  screen  around  the  great  council  fire  of 
the  tribe.  But.  although  the  meant  or  in^nuity  of  the  builders 
did  not  extend  to  far  at  to  provide  a  roof,  they  tupplied  the 
want  by  oonstnicting  apartments  in  the  interior  of  tho  walls  of 
tbto  ttfwer  itaclf.  Tnc  iBvallation  formed  a  double  enclo- 
•are,  the  inner  tide  of  wnieli  was,  in  fact,  two  feet  or  three  foet 
diAtaoI  tram  the  otiier,  and  connected  by  a  concentric  ran^'  of 
loof  flat  ttonet,  thut  forming  a  teriet  of  concentric  rings  or 
•toriet  of  various  hoifhts,  rising  to  the  top  of  the  tovirer.  Each 
of  theae  stories  or  galTeilet  hat  four  windowt,  facing  directli  to 
the  points  of  the  eompast,  and  risinr  of  course  regwarly  above 
each  other.  These  four  perpendicular  ranges  of  windowi  ad- 
mitted air.  and,  the  fire  being  kindled,  heat,  or  tmoke  at  leatt, 
to  each  ot  the  galleries.  The  acoett  from  gallery  to  gallery  i* 
eqpmlly  primitive.  A  path,  on  the  principle  of  an  inclined  plane, 
tanu  romid  and  roona  the  building  like  a  tcrew,  and  givet  ac- 
eees  to  the  diflereot ttonet,  intertecting  each  of  them  in  its  turn, 
and  thut  gradually  rising  to  the  top  of  the  wall  of  the  tovrer. 
On  the  outside  there  are  no  windows  ;  and  I  may  add,  that  an 
encloeure  of  a  square  or  sometimes  a  round  (brm,  gave  the  in- 
habitantt of  the  Bargh  an  opportunity  to  secure  any  theep  or 
cattle  which  they  might  pottett. 

Soch  it  the  general  architecture  of  that  very  early  period 
when  the  Northmen  twept  the  teat,  and  brought  to  their  rude 
hoMtet^  each  at  I  have  detcribed  them,  the  plunder  of  polished 
nations,  bi  Zetland  there  are  tevenil  tcoret  of  thete  Burght, 
oecopyinf  in  eyery  cate,  capet,  beadlandt,  itiett,  and  timilar 
placet  or  advantage  tingulariy  weli  chosen.  1  remember  the 
rdkiamt  of  one  upon  an  island  in  a  small  lake  near  Lerwick. 
which  at  high  tide  oomnninicatet  with  the  tea,  the  acoett  to 
aslkieh  it  ««ry  ingenious,  by  meant  of  a  cauteway  or  dike,  about 
thraa  or  four  iachet  under  the  turfiioe  of  the  water.  Thit  caate- 
way  makei  a  tharp  angle  in  itt  approach  to  the  Burgh.  The 
lalitbitanta,  doubtleti,  were  well  acquainted  with  this,  but 
athngert,  who  might  approach  in  a  hostile  manner,  and  were 
ijBwtni  of  the  curve  of  the  caoteway,  would  probably  plunge 
into  the  lake,  which  it  tix  or  teven  feet  in  depth  at  the  leatL 
Ttm  mfitt  have  been  the  device  of  tome  Vauban  or  Cohom  of 
UMOe  aari  V  timet. 

The  style  at  theae  buildingt  evinoet  that  the  ardiitect  poa- 
■etted  neither  tho  art  of  uting  lime  or  cement  of  any  kind,  nor 
the  tkill  to  throw  an  arch,  conttruct  a  roof^  or  erect  a  ttair ;  and 
yet,  with  all  thit  ignorance,  thowed  great  mgcnuity  in  telecting 
the  iitaation  of  Burghs,  and  regulating  the  accett  to  them,  as 
wvU  at  neatnett  and  regularity  m  the  ereotioD,  tinea  the  build- 
iaga  tlMmtelvea  thow  a  ttyle«f  advanee  in  the  arts  tcarcaly 
cODtittent  with  the  ignorance  of  to  many  of  the  principal 
branches  of  architectural  knowledge. 

I  have  always  thought,  that  ooe  of  the  moet  enrioua  and  valua- 
bla  objecu  of  antiquanes  hat  been  to  traoa  tha  progrosa  of 
aociety,  by  the  efforta  made  in  earir  aget  to  improve  tlie  rade- 
neat  of  their  flnt  expedientt.  until  tney  either  u^roach  excel- 
lence, or,  at  is  raott  frequently  the  cate,  are  tappOed  by  new  and 
ftwdaroeatal  discoveriee,  which  sapeiaede  both  the  earlier  and 
ni4ar  ayatem,  and  tha  improvameiMt  which  have  baaa  ioffraftad 
opoQ  it.  For  example,  if  we  conceive  tlie  lecant  ditcovery  of 
to  be  to  much  improved  and  adapted  to  domeatio  ate,  as  to 
*  all  other  modet  of  producing  domottic  liriit ;  we  can 
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■liiBady  lunpota,  tome  oenturiet  alYerwardt,  ^ 

whole  Society  of  Aatiqaariet  half  turned  by  tha  ditcovery  of  a 
pair  of  patent  tnnlliDrs,  and  by  the  learned  thitories  which  wotdd 
pa  brought  forward  to  Account  for  the  form  add  purpoae  of  to 
■myai'  aa  implemeDt 


owner  were  atill  ia  the  aet  of  being  aolemnised.  It 
bore  no  emblem  of  the  deceased's  birth  or  quality,  for 
armorial  bearings  were  then  a  novelty  among  the 
Norman  chivalry  theteselves,  and  were  totally  un- 
known to  the  oaxons.  But  above  the  gate  was 
another  banner,  on  which  the  figiue  of  a  white  horse, 
mdely  oainted,  indicated  the  nation  and  rank  of  the 
deceaiBea,  by  the  well-known  symbol  of  Hengist  and 
his  Saxon  warriors. 
All  around  the  castle  was  a  scene  of  busy  com- 

Following  tome  aadlf  principle.  I  am  inclined  to  regard  the 
singular  Cattle  of  Coningabargh— I  mean  the  Saxoo  part  of  it" 
aa  a  ttep  in  advance  firom  the  rude  architecture,  if  it  deterre 
the  name,  which  mutt  have  been  common  to  the  Suont  a*  to  * 
other  Northmea    Tha  buildert  hafi  attained  the  art  of  utinr 
cemenL  and  of  rooftng  a  building.— great  improvementt  on  the 
origfaial  burgh.    But  in  the  round,  keep,  a  thai«  only  teen  in 
the  mott  ancient  cattlnt— the  chanibert  excavated  in  Uie  thick- 
nett  of  the  wallt  and  buttrettet-the  dilBculty  by  which  aceeae 
i»  gained  from  ooe  ttory  to  thoee  above  it,  Coningtburgh  itiU 
retains  the  timplicity  of  itt  origin,  and  thowt  by  what  ^ow 
degreet  man  proceeded  flrom  occupying  tnch  rudo  and  inconve- 
nient lodgings,  at  were  aflKmled  by  the  galleriet  of  the  Ca&tle 
of  Mottta,  to  the  more  splendid  accommodationt  of  the  Nonnan  ' 
cattloi,  with  all  their  tteni  and  Gothic  graeea 

I  am  ignorant  if  thete  remarkt  are  new,  or  if  they  will  be 
confirmed  by  cloter  examination  i  but  I  think,  that,  on  a  hautf 
obtervation,  Coningaj^urgli  oflfert  meant  of  curiout  ttndy  to 
thooe  who  may  with  to  traoo  the  history  of  architecture  bade 
to  the  timet  preceding  the  Norman  Conquest 

It  would  be  hif  hly  detireble  that  a  cork  model  thouia  be 
taken  of  the  Catue  of  Mouta,  at  it  cannot  be  well  understood 
by  a  plan. 

The  Cattle  of  Conincrimrgh  it  thut  described  >— 

"Ttic  caiLtu  itlRr^^  l^lti  auier  waELq  itAQiiJii^  on  a  p1(4Mnt 
aac^'nt  fmm  tfti?  ni^r^  but  mmrli  ovcirtopi  by  a  hifii  liili^  on  . 
wbirh  tuv  to*-ti  itAhd*.  «ituat«d  at  Ui?  bi^ail  df  i  ridi  and  na^  ' 
niiJi?j'iH  rQle,  ronnoit  lay  ma  ami>tiiitbi»ti«  of  wbody  liijls,  m 
wt".  h  ilow*  t)w  ai^ntle  Den,  Ntar  ike  cdjUu  is  a  burrow*  laid 
to  ii'  Hfnjfiii'i  lamh.  Ti*o  MtTuncfl  i«  Aatil^ncl  tn  ttio  IciH  bf  a 
fbiind  lowi^r,  with  a  h\opuig  bojOr  i^n^  Mmtn  vt-  tt*von\  dmilaf 
in  Uiti  i^lvt  wnlj  j  Dip  entroiiES  hnj  jiinn  n(  a  ipHif^  and  tm  tha 
eo«r  f  mIh  Ukt  UUrU  mud  bank  aiv  doublouDd  vi^rjr  »ie^^  Ud  tlia 
toir  T»f  ilio  cliurt^hyntd  vnMit  a  itimbitou^,  on  which  ii»  cutia 
hijrti  n.'f tpr  two  ravinn^»  or  iur<li-likff  thirds.  On  Uh?  tuqtlt  tidpqf 
the  '  hurrhrHrLl  hi^n  an  aiicio&t  ttfraot  ridged  like  a  tsoOtiit  tm 
wtiirh  14  ff\r\<i^d  a  mat}  nn  lumeback;  and  tnother  man  with  ■ 
thi4 1 J  iT^criLijiu-'fing  a.  viLit  wihgi^d  mtv^att  arHl  ii  man  beqriug  a 
thuM  byliniil  bfm  It  wn*  probAbly  ono  uf  Hw  ridi.'  croijir*  not 
un^Tiinnm  m  rhur^ihyKfri*  m  iWt*  tovntf^  The  nnmo  ptr'nT^* 
in^-i  urnh,  br  vvtii'^b  thii  trajUe  cd««  ta  EtiD  old  lyditinna  ttf  thm 
BritJomiH,  uiiu^Ht  |n4d  one  to  *\tpinim  it  tho  rftid'^nro  of  llm 
8ati.li  kinttt  It  nrU'twanl*  bHunv^tl  to  KiriK  HaMJ.  The 
CoTi'jHJ^^rnr  V^iowpni  it  oi^  WillLnni  fit^  Warrvo.  wilh  ntl  itii  t>r]vii- 
lefi  -  iind  JLtriMlirtiiJfi,  Mfbicli  nf^  miul  to  hnvo  cit«Eid>.'d  over 
twi'nr>  eighit  iownd.  At  tlie  ciiFfiifr  i^rtho  gwa,  wbJ^ii  it  i*raA 
irT'^'^ilar  birm,  ttandii  ihv  gri^ai  tower,  or  kui«p„  placed  on  a 
tnn.^  IbiHof  jlj  {jwn  (tJtD«mionA.  on  wbicU  Uo  aiji  ro*!  (mijict* 
ini:  t'^ittmi^ii^  a^r^ndiTit  en  d  h<x^  dirvctlna  to  {wup  jldiI  tup- 

¥)•  E  tAt'f  bulMni^K  axi-i  cOfitinuprt  trpwarcli  aplheatdeat  Lnrretji 
1 1'  Utrt'or  wnbiii  (unnn  0^  r.imiificim  eifck.  tweflly  M«  Ibei  ia 
di4LiiieF.4;r,  Una  wall!  fourki-n  leei  iJ^ifk-  Tlio  iKtM  Jntu  the 
tusv«  r  t«  bf  an  ■.^xce«dinrdoepflu;ltt  of  steep  iivpi,  four  Haal  and 
ali:'>irwidi>,  OD  the  umtN  ttidi;  Imdiiif  to  a  Itiw  dcKvrmy.  onf 

Wl  '  "I  IS  n  circular  arcli  i;ro«t«^d  ^     "    "  "  —    

W  -  ■  N  f MT  IP  t  lie  iUiircasD  wltii „ „  , 

thi  -  of  tl^^i^  wall ,  ntit  cjtniDkliiicattnf  witl]  ilit  roum  im 

th<  in  who^  cvnire  ii  Uio  opeoing  to  ib^  duniriin. 

N<  !'-*«  loww  roomi  it  li^hlrd  elcvpt  froni  a  tiolo  tti  ttm 

fla  r  i.L  Liiu  LiUnt  ilorr  i  Uio  rooni  in  whif,H,  a»  w«i[  tt  in  *h»t 
abi'ti-  IE.,  u  fmiAhedwUhcomii'ti:!  smoaULAioneworkH  batx^  ha^- 
inti  r  iiiiuneF  pied^p,  with  en  qrcU  r«''»TJn|  on  irlpiu  clu*iifiivd 
piiLirri  In  Knj  ilunJ  (twry,  or  runrd'CliBmbtir,  !■  a  tmrnM  rvecai 
wj  I  fci  4  Inrnptiole,  protiablj  «  bc>£lcJiajnlH!v,  an^l  in  that  Door  nimvm 
tL\\\--he  for  B  tamt  or  iH^Ey^waur  poL  Vfr.  King  imoginei tj^ii  tk 
Stinrir  I'juFiiij  uf  Uin  lirat  Kfimof  Mm  tioplarokiy.  Mr.  Watton  * 
thiir.  ih-^cTibcM  it.  Viimi  Hx  fitvt  Hnor  io  the  w^^ond  iiory.  fihird 
tttvrn  tho  ground,)  it  i  way  by  a  >iatr  in  tlic  wnJE  i^t^^  fctil  w£d#^ 
Tli4^  riH^it  itnifcflM  in  flftpp>oDt!:iuKl  br  a  lndd«f,  Eind  eud«  «t  Lhft 
flw  '     V  fjTiHt  thm  gJ'Qund.    Two  rairtt  fimi  ihe  door^  tl 

th  HtN  ttaur,  a  nn  opening  nearly  Mtt*ai!«aflibk^  by 

tn  <'\--^  ]cd(c  of  tluf  vcmi,  which  dimin jihet  t igh t  if heljt-i 

ea  \-  .  'imi  ibit  lost  [ijjnoJnic  l(*rts  into  a  room  or  chopel 

ta.  \\j>:i  by  twi^E\'e>  unci  'flrr^rn  or  tikin^n  hith.Ari-bH  with  trt^^ 
att't)*',  Ji/id  cupporitci  bj^  iKnnll  circular  t;*t\Vimv\*  of  tli«>anHi,,ilj<> 
ca  i ' 3 1  ri U  ftod  D  fc\ vi*  i^ [po.  l\  httj  ao  «a>l  w rmiow ^  and  do  each 
ntif  111  t1ioH  nil,  about  roue  ft^ct  from  tiio  fronoil,  n  aiartQ  ba«in* 
Willi  .1  htiU*  mil  irnTu  pppii  m  tonvcjr  tlnj  wainr  intn  or  thr^ril 
th'  Willi.  Tlni  ^li4|NL'|  i»  nnc  of  the  ^unrommv*^  but  T»r>  ii^  of  ft 
wtUbuat,  for  er^in  Lh«  wmduw,  thuujfU  Inr^  within  ii  mil;  a 
toil 7  ntifjitvf  9»up  1iq1«,  iaL^ct)4y  to  be  toen  KiLliout  On  tho  left 
Ui\<'  of  Thii  charwl  iA  a  tmull  oraiory,  eijcfil  hv  *ii  in  fhr  tliirit- 
n«  -^  "f  hhr  wall,  wiUi  a  sicbo  in  U>e  wnU,  (ind  ihfiliL'fiti^tir^d  br  a 
III  '1-     Till?  fourth  liair  froiii  tli»^  tTniji,.:         r  ^i 

fh  1  ?  cltNjf^  kfldi  l4J  tho  l€H.i  of  Um  «"  ■  ■» 

th  IMP  wall,  wliicA  at  top  t«  bui  Ehr  ii 

tti    ^  )1  fln«Mir«el|k]filijRDlliat{h'vEiiH>r  ^ 

fit-  kvi  f/rim  the  fTOfuod  Tho  ia*k)*  ^fm^  i,  .  i  -  oiitp 
di-miii't4.T  ma>'  tto  about  twolve  faei    '^'^^  '' '  '^^  ^'  '^  ''^^"^  "*  "^ 
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motion ;  for  such  fluieral  banquefli  were  tunes  of 
general  and  profuae  hospitality,  which  not  only  every 
one  who  coukI  claim  the  most  distant  connexion  with 
the  deceased,  h}it  all  passencers  whatsoever,  were 
invited  to  partake.  The  wealth  and  consequence  of 
the  deceased  Athelstane,  occasioned  this  custom  to 
be  observed  in  the  fullest  extent 

Numerous  parties,  therefore,  were  seen  ascendrng 
and  descending  the  hill  on  which  the  castle  wais 
situated;  and  when  the  Kbigr  and  his  attendants 
entr*^  the  open  and  unguaraed  '^tes  of  the  ex- 
tema«  barrier^  the  space  within  presented  a  scene  not 
easily  reconciled  with  .the  cause  of  the  assemblage. 
In  one  place  cooks  were  toiling  to  roast  huge  oxen, 
i^d  fat  sheep ;  in  another,  hogsheads  of  ale  were  set 
Abroach,  to  oe  drained  at  the  ireedom  of  ail  comers. 
Groups  of  every  description  were  to  be  seen  devour- 
ing  the  food  and  swallowing  the.liauor  thus  aban- 
doned to  their  discretion.  The  naked  Saxon  serf  was 
drowning  the  sense  of  his  half-year's  hunger  and 
thirst,  in  one  dav  of  gluttony  and  drunkenness— the 
more  pamm^red  burgess  and  guild-brother,  was  eating 
'  his  morsel  with  gust,  or  curiously  criticising  the 

Jiuantity  of  the  malt  and  the  skill  of  the  brewer.  Some 
ew  of  the  poorer  Norman  gentry  mi^ht  also  be  seen, 
diistinguished  by  their  shaven  chins  and  short  cloaks, 
and  not  less  so  by  their  keeping  together,  ancf  looking 
with  great  scorn  on  the  whole  solemnity,  even  while 
condescending  to  avail  themselves  of  the  good  cheer 
which  was  so  Hberally  supphed. 

Mendicants  were  of  course  assembled  by  the  score, 
together  with  strolling  soldiers  returned  from  Pales- 
tina  (according  to  their  own  account  at  least,) 
pedlars  were  displaying  their  wares,  travelling  me- 
chanics were  mquiring  after  employment,  and  wander- 
ing palmera,  hedge-priests,  Saxon  minstrels,  and 
Welsh  bards,  were  muttering  prayers,  and  extracting 
mistun^  dirges  from  their  harps,  crowds,  and  rotes.* 
One  sent  forth  the  praises  of  Athelstane  in  a  doleAil 
panegyric »  another,  m  a  Saxon  genealogical  poem, 
rehearaed  the  uncouth  and  harsh  names  of  his  noble 
ancestry.  Jesters  and  jugglers  were  not  awanting, 
nor  was  the  occasion  of  the  assembly  supposed  to 
render  th^  exercise  of  their  profession  *indecorous  or 
improper.  Indeed  the  ideas  of  the  Saxons  on  these 
occasions  were  as  natural  as  they  were  ruda  If 
sorrow  wais  thirsty,  there  was  dnnk— if  hungry,  there 
was  food— if  it  sunk  down  upon  and  saddened  the 
heart,  here  were  the  means  supplied  of  mirth,  or  at 
least  of  amusement  Nor  did  the  assistants  scorn  to 
avail  themselves  of  those  means  of  consolation, 
although,  every  now  and  .then,  as  if  suddenly 
recollecting  the  cause  which  had  brought  them 
together,  the  men  groaned  in  unison,,  while  the 
t  females,  of  whom  many  were  present,  raised  up  their 
Woices  and  shrieked  for  very  wo. 

Such  was  the  scene  in  the  castle-yard  at  Conings- 
burgh  when  it  was  entered  by  Richaiil  and  his  follow- 
ers. The  seneschal  or  steward  deigned  not  to  take 
notice  of  the  groups  of  inferior  ^ests  who  were 
perpetually  entoing  and  withdrawmg,  unless  so  far 
as  was  necessary  to  preserve  order :  nevertheless  he 
vas  struck  by  the  good  mien  of  the  Monarch  and 
Ivanhoe,  more  especially  as  he  imaged  the  fea- 
tures of  the  latter  were  fomiliar  to  him.  Besides, 
the  approach  of  two  knights,  for  such  their  dress 
bespoke  them,  was  a  rare  event  at  a  Saxon  solem- 
nity^ and  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  a  sort  of 
honour  to  the  deceased  and  his  family.  And  in  his 
sable  dress,  and  hokiing  in  his  hand  his  white  wand 
of  office,  this  important  personage  made  way  through 
the  miscellaneous  assemblage  of  guests,  thus  con- 
ducting Richard  and  Ivanhoe  to  the  entrance  of  the 
'.tower.  Gurth  and  Wamba  speedily  found  aognaint- 
ances  m  the  court-yard,  nor  presumed  to  mtrude 
themselves- anv  fortner  until  their  presence  should  be 
.TOQuired. 

*  The  crowth,  or  erowd.  wm  t  qteoiei  of  Ti'dlin.  The  rots  a 
fmt  of  foiur,  or  raUicr  kardy-rurdy,  the  strtiifi  of  which  were 
minaged  by  a  wheel,  (torn  which  the  instrament  took  ite 
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I  found  thm  wtadlnf  of  Mvcritoti  corpse. 
And  there  wm  aueh  a  •olcmn  mdody. 
Twixt  doleftil  Mmgt.  leer*,  end  eed  eietiee,— 
8uch  a»  old  rraadame*,  watctainr  by  the  deed. 
An  woot  to  ootweer  the  night  with. 

Ths  mode  of  entering  the  great  tower  of  Conings* 
buigh  Castle  is  very  peqiUar,  and  partakes  of  the  ruie 
simphcity  of  the  early  times  in  which  it  was  erected. 
A  flight  of  steps  so  deep  and  narrow  as  to  be  aUftost 
precipitous,  leads  up  to  a  low  portal  in  the  aontli  cids 
of  the  tower,  by  which  the  adventurous  antiquary  may 
still,  or  at  least  could  a  few  years  since,  gain  access  to 
a  small  stair  Mrithin  the  thickness  of  the  main  wall  ot 
the  tower,  which  leads  up  to  the  third  story  of  tki 
building,— the  two  lower  being  dungeons  or  Tsidti^ 
which  neither  receive  air  nor  ught,  save  by  a  soufft 
hole  in  the  third  story,  with  which  they  seem  to  luifs 
communicated  by  a  ladder.  The  access  to  the  u|ip« 
apartments  in  the  tower,  which  consist  in  all  <»f  four 
stories,  is  given  by  stairs  which  are  carried  op  through 
the  external  buttresses. 

By  this  difficult  and  complicated  entrance,  ths 
good  King  Richard,  followed  by  his  faithful  Ivm- 
hoe,  was  ushered  into  the  round  apartment  wfaieh 
occupies  the  whole  of  the  third  story  from  the  grotmd. 
Wilfred  by  the  difficulties  of  the  ascent,  gained  tims 
to  muffle  his  face  in  his  mantle,  as  it  had  been  bdd 
expedient  that  he  should  not  present  himself  to  his 
fatner  until  the  King  should  give  him  the  signaL 

There  were  assembled  in  this  apartment,  anwmd  a 
lar^  oaken  table,  about  a  dozen  of  the  most  distiB 
guished  representatives  of  the  Saxon  families  in  the 
adjacent  counties.  These  were  all  old,  or,  at  least, 
elderiy  men ;  for  the,  younger  race,  to  the  great  di^ 
pleasure  of  the  seniors,  nad,  like  Ivap>*'^  hrakea 
down  many  of  the  barriers  which  sepik  ■ 
acentuiy  the  Norman  victors  from  the  vaiquisnea 
Saxons.  The  downcast  and  sonowfol  looks  of  these 
venerable  men,  their  silence  and  their  mournful  pos- 
ture,' formed  a  strong  contrast  to  the  levity  of  the  i»> 
vellere  on  me  outside  .of  the  castle.  Their  gray  lodes 
and  long  foil  beards,  together  with  their  antique  tunics 
and  loose  black  mantles,  suited  well  with  the  singular 
and  rude  apartment  in  which  they  were  seated,  and 
gave  the  appearance  of  a  band  of  ancient  worshippeis 
of  Woden,  recalled  to  life  to  mourn  over  the  doc9j  of 
their  national  glory. 

Cedric,  seated  m  equal  rank  among  his  oomitiymen, 
seemed  yet.  by  common  consent,  to  act  as  chief  oi 
the  astembly.  Upon  the  entrance  of  Richaitl  (only 
known  to  him  as  the  valorous  Knight  of  the  FeUer- 
lock)  he  arose  gravely,  and  gave  him  welnozne  by  thi 
ordinary  salutation,  Waes  nad^  raising  at  the  same 
time  a  goblet  to  his  head.  The  King,  no  stranger  to 
the  customs  of  his  English  subjects,  retuiped  the 
greeting  with  the  appiopnate  words,  iJrinc  ImU,  aai 
partook  of  a  cup  which  was  handed  to  him  l^  ths 
sewer.  The  same  courtesy  was  offered  to  Ivanhoe 
who  pledged  his  father  in  nlence^  supplvjng  the  ususi 
speech  by  an  inclination  of  his  head,  lest  his  voioi 
should  have  been  recognised. 

When  this  introductory  ceremony  was  performed^ 
Cedric  arose,  .and,  extending  his  hand  to  .Ricbatd 
conducted  him  into  a  small  and  very  rude  ch^ct 
which  was  excavated,  aS  it  were^  out  of  pne  ^  the 
external  buttresses.  As  there  was  no  opening,  saving 
a  very  narrow  loop-hole,  the  place  would  have  ben 
nearly  quite  dark  out  for  two  flambeaux  or  torchsL 
which  showed,  by  a  red  and  smoky  Ikht,  the  trdbed 
roof  and  naked  walls,  the  rude  altar  ofstone,  and  ths 
crucifix  of  the  same  material 

Before  this  altar  was  placed  a  bier,  and  on  each 
side  of  this  bier  kneeled  three  priests,  who  told  their 
beads,  and  muttered  theur  prayers,  with  the  greatest 
signs  of  external  devotion.  For  this  service  a  spisD* 
did  aoul-^eat  was  paid  to  the  convent  of  Saint  Ed- 
mund's by  the  mother  of  the  deceased ;  and,  that  it 
might  be  fully  deserved,  the  whole  brethren,  saving 
the  lame  Sacristan,  had  transferr^  themselves  i» 
Coningsburgh,  where,  while  six  of  their  nianber  wen 
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t^nfum.r  oil  Ku«rd  m  the  pevformiiee  of  divine 
nces  by  ihe  bier  of  Athelstane,  tiie  others  failed  n6t  to 
take  iheir  share  of  the  refreshments  and  amusements 
iv-bich  went  on  at  the  castle.  In  maintaining  this 
pious  watch  and  ward,  the  good  monks  were  particu* 
terly  careful  not  to  interrupt  their  hymns  for  an  in- 
stant, lest  Zernebock,  the  ancient  Saxon  Apollyon, 
should  lay  his  clutches  on  the  departed  Athelstane. 
N'or  were  they^less  careful  to  prevent  any  unhallowed 
layman  from  toucning  the  pall,  which,  liaving  been 
that  used  at  the  fiinenil  of  Saint  Edmund,  was  liable 
to  be  desecrated,  if  handled  by  the  profane.  I^  in 
fmtii.  these  attentions  could  be  of  any  use  to  the  de- 
ceased, he  had  some  right  lo  expect  them  at  the 
'  I  of  the  brethren  of  Saint  Edmund's,  since,  be* 


_i  a  hundred  mancuses  of  gold  paid  down  as  the 

•oul-ransom,  the  mother  of  Athelstane  had  announced 
luer  intention  of  endowing  that  foundation  with  the 
better  part  of  the  lands  of  the  deceased,  in  order  to 
mainlain  perpetual  prayers  for  his  souU  and  that  of 
iMnrdnarted  husband. 

Richard  and  Wilfred  followed  the  Saxon  Cedric 
into  the  apartment  of  death,  where,  as,  their  gmde 
pointed  with  solemn  air  to  the  untim^y  bier  of  Atliel- 
•tane,  they  followed  his  example  in  devoutly  crossing 
themselves,  and  mattering  a  brief  prayer  for  the  weal 
of  the  departed  soul. 

T^jiis  act  of  pious  charit>^  performed,  Cedric  again 
aaottoned  them  to  follow  him,  gliding  over  the  stone 
flour  writh  a  noiseless  tread ;  and,  alter  ascending  a 
few  steps,  opened  with  great  caution  the  door  of  a 
•mail  oratonr,  which  adjoined  to  the  chapeL  It  was 
about  eight  feet  square,  hollowed,  like  the  chapel  itself 
oat  of  the  thickness  of  the  wall ;  and  the  loop-hole, 
which  enlightened  it,  being  to  the  west,  and  widening 
coDttdes-abiy  as  it  sloped  mward,  a  beam  of  the  set- 
tins  sun  found  its  way  into  its  dark  recess,  and 
•howed  a  female  of  a  dignified  mien,  and  whose  coun- 
tcoance  retained  the  marked  remains  of  majestic 
be«uty.  Her  long  mourning  robes,  and  her  flowing 
wimple  of  black  cypress,  enhanced  the  whiteness  of 
her  skin,  and  the  beauty  of  her  light-coloured  and 
flowing  treasefiL  which  time  had  neither  thinned  nor 
mingled  with  silver.  Her  countenance  expressed  the 
deepest  sorrow  that  is  consistent  with  re^gnation.  On 
the  atone  table  before  her  stood  a  crucifix  of  ivory, 
beeide  which  was  laid  a  missal,  having  its  pages 
licbly  illununated,  and  its  boards  adorned  with  clasps 
of  flold,  and  bosses  of  the  same  precious  i^taL 

*^Noble  Edith,"  said  Cedric,  after  havinjK  >9tfod  a 
moment  silent,  as  if  to  give  Richard  and  Wiured  time 
to  lode  upon*the  lady  of  the  mansion,  **  these  are  wor- 
thy atratigers,  conf e  to  take  part  in  thy  sorrows.  And 
this,  in  especial  is  the  vaUant  Knight  who  fought  so 
bravely  for  the  deliverance  of  him  for  whom  we  this 
day  mourn.' 

"  His  bravery  has  my  thanks,"  returned  the  lady ; 
**  although  it  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  it  should  be 
dtaplayiMl  in  vain.  I  thank,  too,  his  courtesy,  and 
that  of  his  companion,  which  hath  brought  theni 
hither  to  behold  the  widow  of  Adeling,  the  mother  of 
AtbeLstane,  in  her  deen>  hour  of  sorrow  and  lamenta- 
tion. To  your  care,  kind  kinsman,  I  intnlst  them, 
aattafied  that  they  will  want  no  ho^itality  which 
these  sad  walls  can  yet  aflbid." 

Tlie  guests  bowed  deeply  to  the  mourning  parent, 
And  withdrew  with  their  hospitable  guide. 

AAOther  winding  stair  conducted  them  to  an  apart- 
ment of  Uie  same  size  with  that  which  they  had  first 
toiered,  ocoupying  mdtod  th^  story  inmiediately 
aboTe.  From  this  room,  ere  yet  the  door  was  opened, 
proceeded  a  low  and  medaneholy  strain  of  vocal  mu- 
sic When  they  entered,  they  found  themselves  in 
the  jMesence  of  about  twenty  matrons  and  maidens 
of  dtstinguiahed  Saxon  Uneage.  Four  maidens,  Ro- 
Weoa  Iming  the  choir,  raised  a  hymn  for  the  soul  of 
the  deocaseu,  of  which  we  have  only  been  able  to  de- 
dphdr  two  or  three  stamas  :-^ 

Datt  onto  dut. 
To  this  all  muit ; 
The  tenant  hath  reaifo'd 
The  Ihdcd  form 
To  waste  and  worm— 
>»~.  Uoimptioadaiiu  her  kind. 


To  seek  the  Kalmeof  wo 

miere  fiery  pain  ^ 

Shall  purge  the  atain 

or  actions  done  below. 

In  that  sad  place, 

Bjr  Marfa  rrace, 

Brief  mar  thy  d  wellioff  be  f 

TiU  prajren  and  alma. 

And  holy  paabpM, 

Shall  set  the  captive  Aree. 

While  this  dirge  was  ^ung,  in  a  low  and  melancholy 
tone,  by  the  female  chonst^  the  others  were  divided 
into  two  bands,  of  which  one  was  engaged  in  bedeck- 
ing, with  such  embroidery  as  their  skill  and  taste  could 
compass,  a  large  silken  pall,  destined  to  cover  the 
bier  of  Athelstane,  while  the  others  busied  themselves 
m  selecting,  from  baskets  Qf  flowers  placed  before 
them,  garlands,  which  they  intended  for  the  same 
mournful  putpose.  The  behavknir  of  the  maidens  was 
decorous,  if  not  marked  with  deep  afi^ction  i  but  now 
and  then  a  whisper  or  a  smile  called  forth  the  rebuke 
of  the  severer  matrons,  and  here  and  there,  might  be 
seen  a  damsel  more  interested  in  endeavouring  to  find 
out  how  her  mourning-robe  became  her,  than  in  t^ 
dismal  ceremony  for  vvhich  they  were  preparing.  Nei- 
ther was  this  pro]>ensity  (if  we  must  needs  confess'the 
truth)  at  all  diminished  by  the  appearance  of  two 
strange  knights,  which  occasioned  some  looking  up. 
peepmg,,  and  whispering.  Rowena  alone,  too  proud 
to  be  vain,  paid  her  greeting  to. her  deUverer  with  a 
grarafol  courtesy.  Her  deiofeanour  was  senons,  but 
not  dejected ;  and  it  maybe  doubted  whether  thcmghts 
of  Ivanhoe,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  his  fate,  did  not 
claim  as  great  a  share  in  her  gravity  as  the  death  of 
her  kinsman. 

To  Cedric,  however,  who,  as  we  have  observed, 
was  not  remarkably  clear-sighted  on  such  occasions, 
the  sorrow  of  his  ward  seemed  so  much  deeper  than 
anx  of  the  other  maidens,  that  he  deemed  it  proper  to 
whisper  the  explanation—"  She  was  the  afilanced 
bride  of  the  noble  Athelstane."— It  may  be  doubted 
whether  this  comptmnication  went  a  far  way  to  in- 
crease Wilfi^'s  disposition  to  sympathize  ^ith  the 
mourners  of  Coningsburgh. 

,  Having  thus  formally'mtroduoed  the  guests  to  the 
different  chambers  in  which  the  obsequies  of  Athel- 
stane were  celebrated  under  different  forms,  Cedric 
conducted  them  into  a  small  room,  destinefd,  as  he 
informed  them,  for  the  exclusive  accommodation  of 
honourable  guests,  whose  more  slight  connexion  with 
the  deceased  might  render  them  unwilling  to  join 
those  who  were  immediately  affected  by  the  unhappy 
event  He  assured  them  of  every  accommodation, 
and  was  abourto  withdraw  when  the  Black  Knight 
took  his  hand. 

"  I  crave  to  remind  you  noble  Thane,"  he  said,  "  that 
when  we  last  parted,  you  promised,  for  the  service  I 
had  the  fortune  to  render  you,  to  grant  me  a  boon." 

''  It  is  granted  ere  named,  noble  Knight,"  said  Ce- 
dric: "yet,  at ^8  sad  moment" 

"Of  that  also,"  said  the  King,  "I  have  bethought 
me-— but  my  time  is  brief— neither  does  it  seem  to  me 
unfit,  that,  when  closing  the'grave  on  the  noble  Athel- 
stane, we  should  deposit  therein  certain  prejudices 
and  hasty  opinions." 

"Sir  Knight  of  the  Fetterlock,"  said  Cedric,  co- 
louring, and  mterrupting  the  King  in  his  turn,  "  I  trust 
your  boon  regards  yourself  and  no  other;  for  in 
that  which  concerns  the  honour  of  my  house,  it  is 
scarce  fitting  that  a  stranger  should  mingle." 

"  Nor  do  I  wish  to  minf^le,"  said  the  King,  mildly, 
"  unless  in  so  far  as  you  will  admit  me  to  have  an  in- 
terest. As  yet  you  have  knovm  me  but  as  the  Black 
Knight  of  the  Fetterlock— Know  me  now  as  Richard 
Pladtagenet"  « 

"Bichaid  of  Anjou!"  exclaimed  Cednc,  stepping 
backward  with  the  utmost  astonishment 

"  No,  noble  Cednc— Richard  of  England  I— whope 
deepest  interest— whose  deepest  wish,  is  to  see  her 
sons  united  with  each  other.— And,  how  now,  worthv 
Thane  1  hact  thou  no  knee  for  thy  prince  7" 

"To  Norman  blood,"  said  Cednc,  "it  hath  never 
bended." 

"Reserve  thbie  homage  thai  '*  said  the  Monarch* 
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^'^nntil' I  shall  pfovh  tny  rlgtit  toithftny equal  protec- 
tion of  Normans  and  Kngliab." 

"I^ipce."  answerd  CrAic,  "I  hare  ever  done  jns- 
tice  to  thy  bravery  and  thy  worth— Nor  am  I  ignorant 
of  thy  clann  to  the  crown  throuf^  thy  descent  from 
Matilda,  niece  to  Edgar  Athelinfe  and  daughter  to 
Malcolm  of  Scotland.  But  Matildai  though  of  the 
royal  Saxon  blood,  was  not  the  heir  to  the  monarchy.*' 

^'  I  will  not  dispute  my  title  with  the&  noble  Thane," 
said  Richard,  calmly;  *^but  I  will  bid  thee  look  around 
thee,  and  see  where  thou  wilt  find  another  to  be  put 
into  the  scale  against  it.** 

^"  And  hast  thou  wandered  hither,  Prince,  totdtme 
so  7"  said  Cedric— **  To  upbraid  me  with  the  ruin  of 
my  race,  ere  the  graye  has  closed  o'er  the  last  scion 
of  Saxon  royalty  ?"— His  countenance  darkened  aa 
he  spoke.— "It  was  boldly^it  was  rashly  done  I" 

"Not  so,  by  the  holy  rood  I"  replied  the  King;  "it 
was  done  m  the  frank  confidence  which  one  orave 
man  may  repose  in  another,  without  a  riiadow  of 
danger." 

"  Thou  sayest  well,  Sir  King— for  King  I  own  thou 
art,  and  wiit  be,  despite  of  my  feeble  opposition.— I 
dare  not  take  the  only  mode  to  prevent  it,  though 
thou  hast  i^aced  the  strong  temptation  within  my 
reach  I" 

"And  now  to  my  boon,"  said  the  King,  "which  I 
ask  not  with  ope  jot  the  less  confidence,  that  thou 
s  hast  refused  to  acknowledge  my  lawful  aoyereiiifnty. 
I  require  of  thee,  as  a  man  of  thy  word,  on  pain  of 
bein^  held  faithless,  man-sworn,  and  nidering.*  to 
forjnve  and  recehre  to  thy  paternal  affection  the  good 
knight,  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe.  In  this  reconciliatk>n 
thou  wilt  own  I  have  an  interest— the  happiness  of 
my  friend,  and  the  quelling  of  dissension  among  my 
foithful  people." 

"  And  this  is  Wilfred  T'  said  Cedric,  pointing  to  hk 
son. 

"  My  father !— my  fiither !"  said  Ivanhoe,  prostra- 
ting himself  at  Cedric's  feet,  "grant  me  thy  forgive- 
ness!" 

"  Thou  hast  it,  my  son,"  said  Cedric,  raisinghim  up. 
"  The  son  of  Hereward  knows  how  to  keep  his  word, 
even  when  it  has  been  passed  to  a  Norman.  But  let 
me  see  thee  use  the  dress  and  costume  of  thy  English 
ancestry— no  short  cloaks,  no  gay  bonnets,  no  fantas- 
tic plumage  in  my  decent  nonsehold.  He  that  would 
be  the  son  of  Cedric,  must  show  hunself  of  English 
ancestry.— Thou  artobout  to  speak,"  he  added,  stern- 
ly, "  and  I  guess  the  topic.  The  Lady  Rowena  must 
complete  two  years'  mourning,  as  for  o  betrothed  hus- 
band—all our  Saxon  ancestors  would  disown  us  were 
we  to  treat  of  a  new  union  for  her  ere  the  grave 
of  him  she  should  have  wedded— him,  so  much  the 
most  worthy  of  her  hand  by  birth  and  ancestry— is 
yet  closed.  The  ghost  of  Athelstane  himself  would 
burst  his  bloody  cerements,  and  stand  before  us  to 
forbid  such  dishonour  to  Ms  memory." 

It  seemed  as  if  Cedric's  words  had  raised  a  spectre ; 
for,  scarce  had  he  uttered  them  ere  the  door  ft^w  open, 
and  Athelstane,  arrayed  in  the  garments  of  the  grave, 
stood  before  them,  pale,  haggard,  aod  like  something 
arisen  from  the  dead  tt 

Tlie  effect  of  this  apparition  on  the  persons  present 
was  utterly  ai^alling.  Cedric  started  back  as  far  as 
the  wall  of  the  apartment  would  permit,  and,  leaning 
agoinst  it  as  one  unable  to  support  himself  gazed  on 
the  figure  of  his  friend  with  eyes  that  seemed  fixed, 
and  a  mouth  which  he  appeared  incapable  of  shutting. 
Ivai^hoe  crossed  himself,  repeating  prayers  in  Saxon, 
Latin,  or  Norman-Prcnch,  as  they  occurred  to  his 
memory,  while  Richard  alternately  said  Benedieite^ 
and  bwore,  Mortdemavie! 

In  the  mean  time,  a  horrible  noise  was  heard  below 

airs,  some  crying,  "  Secure  the  treacherous  monks !" 

^*k^.    "Down  with  them  into  the  dungeon  J" — 


•fairs, 
—others 


others,  "Pitch  them  fhnn  the  highest  battlements!" 
"In  the  name  of  God P'  saia  Cedric,  addressing 

Influnouc 

Tho  renMcitstion  of  Athelstaot  hu  been  nuoh  eritieiivd.  at 
Uw  riotent  a  breach  of  probabilltir.  even  for  a  wodc  of  mcb  nn< 
tastiecliaraeter.  It  utai  a  liur^fsrw,  to  wbieh  tho  anelior 
was  compe!.ed  to  have  recoarw,  by  the  vehement  entreaties  of 
.ia  frieod  and  ptimm,  who  wai  meoiiaolable  on  the  Saxon beiof 
nvo^  to  the  tonb. 


what  seemed  the  apeetro  of  his  depattsd  frwod»  "HT 
thou  art  mortal,  apeakMf  a  departed  spirit,  may  lor 
what  MUBo  thon  dost  revisit  us,  or  if  I  can  do  aogbt 
that  can  set  thy  spirit  at  repose.— Living  or  dead, 
noble  Athelstane,  speak  to  Cedric !" 

"I  will"  said  the  spectre,  venr composedly, 
I  have  collected  breath,  and  when  you  ^ve  me  ti 

—Alive,  saidst  thou  1— I  am  as  much  alive  aa  be  < 

be  who  has  fed  oh  bred  and  water  for  three  days, 
whkh  seem  three  ages— Tee,  bread  and  water,  FatW 
Cedric!  By  Heaven  and  all  saints  ia  ti  becaer 
food  hath  not  passed  mjr  weasand  for  three  uvtfeiiff 
days,  and  by  God's  providence  it  is  that  I  am  now 
here  to  tell  It." 

"Why.  noble  Athelstane^"  said  the  Bbck  K^H 
"  I  myself  saw  yon  struck  down  by  the  fierce  ^wh 
plar  towards  the  end  of  the  storm  at  ToiquilstoBS^  and 
as  I  thought,  and  Wamba  reported,  your  skdiwa* 
cloven  through  the  teeth." 

"  You  thought  amiss,  Sir  Knight;"  said  Athelatao& 
"  and  Wamba  Ued.  My  teeth  are  m  good  order,  ini 
that  my  supper  shall  presently  find— No  thanks  to  m0 
Templar  though,  whose  sword  turned  in  bis  hand,  a» 
that  the  blade  struck  me  fiatiinea,  being  avtrtsfhf 
the  handle  of  the  good  raace  with  which  i  wardea  the 
blow:  had  my  steel*cap  been  on,  I  had  not  vatoed  it 
a  rosh,  and  had  dealt  him  such  a  counter-buff  aa 
would  have  spoilt  his  retreat  Bat  as  it  was.  down 
I  wentj  stunned,  indeed,  but  imwounded.  Otner%  d 
both  sides,  were  beaten  down  and  slaughtered  above 
me,  so  that  I  never  recovered  my  senses  ontil  I  found 
myself  in  a  coffin  (an  open  on&  by  good  lock),  pibeed 
before  the  altar  of  the  church  of  Saint  Ednnnd^s. 
I  sneezed  repeatedly— groaned— awrakened,  and  weold 
have  arisen,  wh^  the  Sacristan  and  Abbot,  full  at 
terror  came  rnnnmgat  the  noise,  %nrpriaea,  donbtlesa^ 
and  no  way  pleased  to  find  the  man  ahve,  wl»n 
heirs  they  had  proposed  themselves  to  be.  I  asked 
for  wine— they  gave  me  some,  but  it  mnst  have  bm 
highly  medicated,  for  I  slept  yet  more  deeply  than  be- 
fore, and  wakened  not  for  many  hours.  I  found  my 
arms  swathed  down— my  feet  tied  so  fait  that  mine 
ankles  ache  at  the  very  remembrance— the  place  was 
utterly  dark— the  oubliette,  as  I  suppose,  of  their  se- 
cursea  convent,  and  from  the  close,  stifled  dampsuMll, 
I  concave  it  is  also  U9ed  for  a  place  of  sepulture.  I  had 
strange  thoughts  of  what  had  befallen  me,  when  the 
door  of  my  dungeon  creaked,  and  two  villain  monks 
entered.  They  would  have  persuaded  me  I  was  m 
purgatory,  but  I  knew  too  well  tbepursy  short-breath> 
ed  voice  of  the  Father  Abbot— Saint  Jeremy !  how 
different  from  that  tone  with  which  he  used  to  SBskne 
for  another  slice  of  the  haunch  (—the  dog  has  feasted 
with  me  Ikwri  Christmas  to  Twelfth-nig^  t." 

"  Have  patienca  noble  Athelstane,"  said  the  Kinj^ 

take  breath— tell  your  story  at  leisure— beshrew  nt 
but  such  a  tale  is  as  well  wofth  listening  to  as  a  ro- 
mance. 

'Ay  but,  by  the  rood  of  Bromeholm,  there  was  do 
romance  in  the  matter  f  aaid  Athelstane.— "A  bar* 
ley  loaf  and  a  pitcher  of  water— that  ihe^  gave  ■!& 
the  niggardly  traitors,  whom  my  father,  and  1  myself 
had  enriched,  when  their  best  resduroes  were  m 
flitches  of  bacon  and  measures  of  com,  out  of  which 
they  wheedled  poor  serfs  and  bondsmen,  in  ex/^mg$ 
for  their  prayers— the  nest  of  foul  ungrateful  vipert— 
barley  bread  and  ditc^  water  to  such  a  patron  as  I 
had  been !  I  will  smoke  them  out  of  their  nest,  though 
I  be  excommunicated  1" 

"  But,  in  the  name'of  Our  Lady,  noble  Athelstane," 
said  Cedric,  grasping  the  hand  of  his  friend,  "bow 
didst  thoii  escape  this  imminent  dani^erl— did  chdr 
hearts  relent?" 

"Did  their  hearto  relent T  echoed  Athebcane.— 
" Do  rocks  melt  with  the  sunt  I  should  have  faseo 
there  still,  had  not  some  stir  in  the  Convent,  whicfc  1 
find  was  thehr  procession  Mtherward  to  eat  ay  fine* 
ral  feast,  when  they  well  knew  how  and  'where  I M 
been  buried  alive,  summoned  the  swarm  out  of  tkdr 
hive.  I  heard  them  droning^  out  their  death-psakifl, 
litde  judging  they  were  suiu;  in  respect  for  my  soul  by 
those  who  were  thus  famishing  my  body.  "They  wen^ 
however,  «nd  I  waited  bng  for  food— no  wonder— die 
gouty  Sacristan  was  even  too  bu^  with  his  own  pio- 
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▼Odder  to  mind  mine.  At  length  down  he  oame, 
Witk  an  unstable  step  and  a  strong  flavour  of  wine 
and  q^ices  about  his  person.  Qood  cheer  had  opened 
Ida  heart,  for  he  left  me  a  nook  of  pasty  and  a  flask  of 
wine,  instead  of  my  former  fiire.  I  ate,  drank,  and 
was  mvigorated ;  when,  to  add  to  my  good  Iu<?k,  the 
Sacristan,  too  totty  to  discharge  his  duty  of  turnkey 
fitjy,  locked  the  door  beside  the  staple,  so  that  it  fell 
ajar.  The  light,  the  food,  the  wine,  set  my  invention 
to  work.  The  staple  to  which  my  chains  were^  fixed, 
was  more  rusted  than  I  or  the  villain  Abbot  had  sap- 
posed.  Even  iron  could  not  remain  without  con- 
suming in  the  damps  of  that  infernal  dungeon.'* 

"  Take  hreath.  noble  Athelstane,"  said  Richard. 
•  and  partake  of  some  refreshment,  ere  you  proceed 
With  a  tale  so  dreadful." 

"Partake !'*  quoth  Athelstane ;  ** I  have  been  par- 
taking five  times  to-day—and  vet  a  morsel  of  that 
savoury  h^m  were  not  altogethn*  foreign  to  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  I  pray  you,  fair  sir,  to  do  me  reason  in  a  cup 
ofwma" 

The  guests,  though  still  agape  with  astonishment, 
pledgedr  their  resuscitated  Undlord,  who  thus  pro- 
eeeqed  in  his  story :— He  had  indeed  now  many  more 
aoditors  than  those  to  whom  it  was  commenced,  for 
Edith,  having  given  certain  necessary  orders  for 
arranging  matters  within  the  Castle,  had  followed 
the  dead  aUve  up  to  the  stranger's  apartment,  at- 
tended by  as  many  of  the  guests,  male  and  female,  as 
could  squeeze  into  the  small  room,  while  others, 
crowding  the  staircase,  caug[ht  up  an  erroneous  edi- 
tion of  the  story,  and  transmitted  it  still  more  inaccu- 
rately to  those  beneath,  who  again  sent  it  forth  to  the 
▼ulgar  without,  in  a  fashion  totally  irreconcilable  to 
the  real  fact.  Athelstane,  however,  went  on  as  fol- 
lows, with  the  history  of  his  escape  :— 

"  Fiodiog  myself  freed  from  the  staple,  I  dragged 
rajTself  up  stairs  as  well  as  a  man  loaded  with  shack- 
isB,  and  emaciated  with  fasting,  might;  and  after 
much  groping  about,  I  was  at  length  directed,  by  the 
sound  ofa  iolly  roundelay,  to  the  apartment  where 
the  worthy  Sacristan,  an  it  so  please  ye,  was  holding 
a  devil's  mass  with  a  huge  beetle-browed,  broad- 
shouldered  brother  of  the  gray-frock  and  cowl,  who 
looked  much  more  like  a  thief  than  a  clerg>'man.  I 
burst  in  upon  them,  and  the  fashion  of  my  grave- 
clothes,  as  well  as  the  clanking  of  my  chains,  made 
me  more  resemble  an  inhabitant  of  the  other  world 
than  of  this.  Both  stood  aghast j  but  when  I  knocked 
down  the  Sacristan  with  my  nst,  the  other  fellow, 
his  pot-companion,  fetched  a  olow  at  me  with  a  huge 
quarter-Stan.'* 

'*Thi8  must  be  our  Friar  Tuck,  for  a  count's  ran- 
som," said  Richard,  looking  at  Ivanhoe. 

**  He  may  be  the  dev\l,  an  he  \vill,"  said  Athelstan& 
** Fortunately  he  missed  the  aim:  and  on  my  ap- 
proaching to  e[rapple  with  him,  took  to  his  heels  and 
ran  for  it.  I  failed  not  to  set  my  own  heels  at  liberty  by 
means  of  the  fetter-key.  which  hung  amongst  othere  at 
the  sexton's  belt ;  and  I  had  thoughts  of'oeating out 
the  knave's  brains  with  a  bunch  of  keys,  but  grati- 
tude for  (he  nook  of  pasty  and  the  flask  of  wine  which 
the  rascal  had  imparted  to  my  captivity,  came  over 
my  heart;  so,  with  a  brace  of  hearty  kicks,  I  left  him 
on  the  floor,  pouched  some  baked  meat,  and  a  leathern 
bottle  ofWine,  with  which  the  two  venerable  bcethren 
had  been  regaling,  went  to  the  stable,  and  found  in  a 

Erivate  stall,  mine  own  best  palfrey,  which,  doubtless, 
ad  been  set  apart  for  the  tioly  Father  Abbot's  par- 
ticular use.  Hither  I  came  with  all  the  speed  the 
beast  could  compass— man  and  mother's  son  flying 
before  me  wherever  I  came,  taking  me  for  a  spectre, 
the  more  especially  as,  to  prevent  my  being  recognised, 
I  drew  the  corpse-hood  over  my  face.  I  had  not 
gained  admittance  into  my  castle,  had  I  not  been  sup- 
posed to  be  the  attendant  of  a  juggler  who  is  making 
the  people  in  the  castle-yard  very  merry,  considering 
they  are  assembled  ts  celebrate  their  lord's  funeral— 
I  say  the  sewer  thought  I  was  dressed  to  bear  a  part 
in  the  tregetour's  mummery,  and  so  I  got  admission, 
and  did  but  disclose  myself  to  my  mother,  and  eat  a 
hasty  morsel,  ere  I  came  in  quest  of  you,  my  noble 
^end." 
"And  yon  Imve  fonnd  me^*'  sakl  Cedric,  '*  ready  to 


resume  our  borave  pnjeots  of  honour  aiid  fiberty.  I 
tell  thee,  never  will  dawn  a  morrow  so  auspicious  as 
the  next,  for  the  deliverance  of  the  noble  Saxon 
race." 

**  Talk  not  to  me  of  delivering  any  one,"  said  Athel- 
stane^  **  it  is  well  I  am  delivered  myselL  I  am  more 
intent  on  punishing  that  villain  Abbot  He  shall 
hang  on  the  top  of  this  castle  of  Coningsburgh,  in  his 
cope  and  stole ;  and  if  the  staira  be  too  strait  to  admit 
his  fat  carcass,  I  will  have  him  craned  up  from  with- 
out." 

"  But,  my  son,"  said  Edith,  "  consider  his  sacred 
oflice." 

"Consider^y  three  days'  fast,"  replied  Athelstane, 
"  I  will  have  their  blood  every  one  of  them.  Front- 
de-BcBuf  was  burnt  alive  for  a  less  matter,  for  he  kept 
a  0ood  table  for  his  prisoners,  only  put  too  much  garlic 
in  his  last  dish  of  pottage.  But  these  hypocritical, 
ungrat^ul  shives,  so  often  the  self-invited  flatterers  at 
my  board,  who  gave  me  neither  pottage  nor  garlic, 
more  or  les&  they  die,  bv  the  soul  of  Hengist  1" 

"But  the  Pope,  my  noble  friend,"r-saia  Cedric 

"But  the  devil,  my  noble  friend,''— answered' Athel- 
stane ;  "  they  die,  anil  no  more  of  them.  Were  they 
the  best  monks  upon  earth,  the  world  would  go  on 
without  them." 

"  For  shame,  noble  Athelstane,"  said  Cedric;  "  for- 
get such  wretches  in  the  career  of  glory  which  lies 
open  before  thee.  Tell  this  Norman  prince,  Richard 
of  Anjou,  that,  lion-hearted  as  he  is,  he  shall  not  hold 
undisputed  the  throne  of  Alfred,  while  a  male  descend- 
ant or  the  Holy  Confessor  lives  to  dfspute  it." 

"How!"  said  Athelstane,  "is  this  the  noble  King 
Richard  r' 

"It  is  Richard  Plantajgenet  himself^"  said  Cediic; 
"yet  I  need  not  remind^ thee  that,  coming  hither  a 
guest  of  free-will,  he  may  neither  be  imured  nor  de- 
tained prisoner— thou  well  knowest  thy  duty  to  him  as 
his  host." 

"  Ay,  by  my  faith !"  said  Athelstane ;  "  and  my  duty 
as  a  subject  Desides,  for  I  here  tender  him  my  alle- 
giance, heart  and  hand." 

"  My  son,"  said  Edith,  "think  on  thy  royal  rights  I" 

"Think  on  the  freedom  of  England,  degenerate 
Prince  I"  said  Cedric. 

"Mother  and  friend,"  said  Athelstane,  "a  truce  to 
your  upbraidings — ^bread  and  water  and  a  dunseon 
are  marvellous  mortifiers  of  ambition,  and  I  rise  from 
the  tomb  a  wiser  man  than  I  descended  into  it.  One 
half  of  those  vain  follies  were  pufled  into  mine  ear  by 
that  perfidious  Abbot  Wolfirami  and  you  may  now 
judge  if  he  is  a  counsellor  to  be  trusted.  Since  these 
plots  were  set  in  agitation,  I  have  had  nothing  but 
hurried  journeys,  indigestions,  blows  and  onuses,  im- 
prisonments and  starvation;  besides  that  they  can 
only  end  in  the  murder  of  some  thousands  of  quiet 
folk.  I  tell  you,  I  vrill  be  king  in  my  own  domains, 
and  nowhere  else  t  and  my  first  act  of  dominion  shall 
be  to  hang  the  Abbot." 

"And  my  ward  Rowena,"  said  Cednc— "I  trust 
you  intend  not  to  desert  her  1" 

" Father  Cedric,"  sakl  Athelstane,  "be  reasonable. 
The  Lady  Rowena  cares  not  for  me— she  loves  the 
little  finger  of  my  kinsman  Wilfred's  glove  better  than 
my  whole  person.  There  she  stands  to  avouch  it- 
Nay,  blush  not,  kinswoman,  there  is  no  shame  m  lov- 
ing; a  courtly  knight  better  than  a  country  franklin— 
and  il'  r>'-'  ^  .ii/li  ri.-;th-T.  Jlr>v"~.n,  for  grave-clothes 
ai!.f  :  I ,       .■■.•-.  rn>  matter  of  mer- 

ri'ji.  ■,■  ."%..  i.j  i\nni  w:h  ne^'iis  laugh,  I  will  find 
tin  ,  .r— Givo  me  tliy  hnod^  or  rather  lend  it 

iiiL%  ii.-:  1  I  .1 .4^ii  ii  in  the  way  of  frittidship.— Herei, 
cuusiii  VVilirud  of  Ivanboc,  *a  \hy  favour  I  renouncf 

anil  alyurE Hc^y  I  by  Saint  OtJn^tnn,  our  cousin 

WilfrcJ  bnih  VBniehorl  f— Y^ct^  unless  my  eyes  are  siiu 
diiz/Jf'tl  with  iht  fasimg  I  huve  undergone,  I  saw  him 
stanri  i.hcrfi  but  ^vcn  nuw/' 

All  now  tookfid  around  nnd  im^titf'd  for  Ivanho& 
but  hr>  hud  vrmiahed,  Jt  waR  lu  !  iii^th  discovered 
that  tt  Jew  hod  betin  lo  a*ek  him  3 -iin]  that,  after  Very 
briif  conference,  lie  htid  caWvd  hr  Gurth  and  hit 
armour^  and  had  Wi  the  ca^tlr!. 

-  Fair  ™ui5iiv"  Mid  M^lb^ft^ 
I  tbmk  that  this  iudli^  ais4pDeiraaos  of  IvaiUiDi 
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was  oceationed  by  other  than  the  weightMtt  reaaoo, 
I  would  myself  remrae" 

But  he  had  no  sooner  let  go  her  hand,  6n  first  ob- 
serving that  Ivanhoe  had  disappeared,  iHan  Rowena, 
who  had  found  her  situation  extremely  et^barrasong, 
had  taken  the  first  opportunity  to  escape  from  the 
apartment. 

*' Certainly,"  auoth  Athelstane,  "women  are  the 
least  to  be  trusted  of  all  animals,  monks  and  abbots 
excepted.  I  am  an  infidel,  if  I  expected  not  thanks  from 
her,  and  perhaps  a  kiss  to  boot— These  cursed  graye- 
clbthes  have  sorely  a  spell  on  them,  every  one  flies 
from  me.— To  you  I  turn,  nobl^  King  Richard,  with 
she  vows  of  allegiance,  which,  as  a  liege-pubject" 

But  King  Richard  was  gone  also,  and  no  one  knew 
whither.  At  length  it  was  learned  that  he  had  hasten- 
ed to  the  court-yard,  summoned  to  his  presence  the 
Jew  who  had  spoken  with  Ivanhoe,  and  after  a  mo- 
ment's speech  with  him,  had  called  vehemently  to 
horse,  thrown  himself  upon  a  steed,  compelled  .the 
Jew  to  mount  another,  and  set  off  at  a  rate,  which, 
according  to  Wajnba,  rendered  the  old  Jews  neck 
not  worth  a  penny's  purchase. 

"  Bv  my  halidome  r  said  Athelstane,  "  it  is  certain 
that  Zemebock  hath  possessed  himself  of  my  castle 
in  my  absenca  I  return  in  mv  grave-clothes,  a  pledge 
restored  from  the  very  sepulchre,  and  every  one  I 

S>eak  to  vanishes  as  soon  as  th&^  hear  my  voice ! — 
ut  it  skills  not  talking  of  it.  Come,myfiiends— 
Buchf  of  you  as  are  left,  follow  me  to  the  banquet-hall, 
lest  anv  more  of  us  disappear— it  is,  I  trust,  as  yet 
tolerably  furnished,  as  becomes  the  obsequies  of  an 
ancient  Saxon  noble ;  and  should  we  tarry  any  longer, 
who  knows  but  the  devil  may  fly  off  with  the  supper  V* 


CHAPTER  XLIII. 

Be  Mowbray'!  h'm  »o  heary  in  hit  boMmi, 
Tliat  thoj  may  break  his  rooming  couner*!  back. 
And  throw  th«  rider  beadlonff  in  Uie  liata, 
AoeiUffrvcraanti 

Richard  IL 

OcR  scene  now  returns  to  the  exterior  of  the  Castle, 
or  Preceotory,  of  Templestowe,  about  the  hour  when 
the  blooay  die  was  to  be  cast  for  the  life  or  death  of 
Rebecca.  ,  It  was  a  scene  of  bustle  and  life,  as  if  the 
whole  vicinity  had  poured  forth  its  inhabitants  to  a 
village  wake,  or  rural  feast.  But  the  earnest  desire  to 
look  on  blood  and  death,  is  not  peculiar  to  those  dark 
ages;  though  in  the  gladiatorial  exercise  of  sindb 
combat  and  general  tourney,  they  were  hsbituated^to 
the  bloody  spectacle  of  brave  men  fiidling  by  each 
other's  hands.  Even  in  our  own  days,  when  morals 
are  better  understood,  sn  execution,  a  bruising  match, 
a  riot,  or  a  meeting  of  radical  reformers,  collects,  at 
considerable  hazard  to  themselves,  immense  crowds 
of  spectators,  otherwise  Httle  interested,  except  to  see 
how  matters  are  to  be  conducted,  or  whether  the 
heroes  of  the  day  are,  in  the  heroic  language  of  insur- 
gent tailors,  flints  or  dunghills. 
■  The  eyes,  therefore,  of  a  very  considerable  multitude, 
were  bent  on  the  gate  of  the  Preceptory  of  Temple- 
mo  we,  with  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  procession: 
while  still  greater  numbers  had  already  siuroimded 
the  tiltyani  belonging  to  that  establishment.  This 
enclosure  was  formed^ on  a  piece  of  level  groimd  ad- 
joining to  the  Preceptory,  which  had  been  levd- 
Jed  with  care,  for  the  exercise  of  miUtary  and  chi- 
valrous sports.  It  occupied  the  brow  of  a  soft  and 
gentle  eminence,  was  carefully  palisaded  around,  and, 
as  (he  Tfmplars  wilhngly  invited  spectators  to  be  wit- 
nesses of  their  skill,  in  feats  of  chivalrv,  was  amply 
supplied  with  galleries  and  benches  for  their  use. 

On  the  present  occasion,  a  throne  was  erected  for 
the  Grand  Master  at  the  east  end,  surrounded  with 
•eats  of  distinction  for  the  Preceptors  and  Knights  of 
the  Order.  Over  these  floated  the  sacred  standard, 
called  L«  Beau-teanl,  which  was  the  ensign,  as  i(s 
name  was  the  battle-cry,  of  the  Templars. 

At  the  opoosite  end  of  the  lists  was  a  pile  of  faggots, 
■o  arranged  around  a  stake,  deeply  fixed  in  the 
ground,  as  to  leave  a  space  for  the  victim  whom  they 
xivere  desnned  to  conaume,  to  enter  within  the  fatal 
areU  ui  orier  to  be  chained  to  the  stake  by  die  fot* 


t«fs  which  bong  rftody  for  that  »arpo«?.  Beiideihii 
dcodiy  J^ppflfiitut  tftugd  four  ilnt-k  vlaveg,  wfaoae 
cijlLiur  and  iUficnn  ftMiUirr^  llit-n  ao  ItEtk  kjiownin 
Eiiglond,  oppalifid  thd  iiwiititud^  wJM>  paa^d  ^n  than 
aa  on  dfnmiis  employpd  abotji  ih^ir  own  diabohcal 
<j*erciae«^  These  men  ttlrM  no  t.  e  s  cf :  -  -  -  ww  amf 
ihe%  under^  th©^  dirwuon^  of  o  i  ik  w  i  |  Jf^^ 

insensi- 
thedifr- 
hen,  in 


chid,  TO  shift  bnd  Tfolftfle  the  Wftfiv  U^* 
not  on  the  multiludu.  Iafiict.thcy 
Ilk  of  tiidr  prt'eeijc(\  md  of  cvlt>  thii 
chflrge  of  ilicii-  own  horriL>le  duty. 
apft=di  wiih  iHL'h  other,  tbcy  t^xpMldcj  Ihtii  blubber 
lipK  Find  i.hi>wtd  i[itir  uhitefungi^  Ulf  tfiry  grinned 
a  I  Uh'  thoughtjs  of  tht-  eXTx^-'ttd  trtfiedv.  tbt  startled 
("nimoiia  couM  ^'ait'ety  help  ho-hcv  at    diev 

v I r Lii ct u n lly iht frtm ilinr Sf^i ri is witJi  ^ ^  ^ witch 

IjJiii  t'odmiuncc],  npid  wba»  her  linw  L^  h.,^  ,-it,  stood 
lendy  to  assist  In  her  dnadfol  titinistimcuC.  They 
wtupptMil  ta  each  oilier^  and  comriuiriicntcd  all  the 
fta^w  which  Salnn  hnJ  |j*fribriii«d  during  rltat  bu^y 
arifl  urdiJipjjy  jjiHihIh  not  fniling,  of  coitrsvv  to  give  the 
dtvil  xmIw.t  tiiori2  thiiTi  \m  due- 

"  Have  smi  not  hwird,  Paib^  Dennti,"  gUHth  one 
W*<iT  to  anijiJitr  oiIvsm^H^  inyvoTfl,  "  ihai  tUv  f|evil  has 
<  urncti  a^AK  lirtdily  iht?  great  Saxon  Tbatic^  Athel 
H X  ii n n  of  Co n ingsburgh  t*^ 

"  Ay,  btu  he  bro4}^t  bim  back  though,  bjr  tlie  bless- 
ing or  God  and  Saint  Dunstun." 

^' Hi>Vs  that  T*  said  a  brisk  you  np  dreaartl 

in  a  (pwn  caiwo ck  embroidered  wi  i  h  ^  y  having 

at  hi^.  Iu'cIa  a  flout  iiid  btsTiRgn  'kHXir  u^^^^i^  jOB  bacL 
wluc h  be Lra yed  h is  vocb t ton ,  The  miusiml  i»«ncd  olW 
no  vulgar  Tftnk :  for.  Lcsidea  liie  Bplendfjitf  of  his 
i^nyly  bmidtrud  cloublijt.  bti  wore  around  Ijifnecka 
fiUvi  r  ehwn^  by  whiih  himy  tht'  UT(!^^  or  key,  with 
uhii-h  lie  tuned  his  haip.  On  his  ri^it  m^m  was  a 
silver  plate,  which,  instead  of  bearing,  as  usual  the 
cognizance  or  badge  of  the  baron  to  whose  family  he 
belonged,  had  barely  the  word  Shbrwood  engraved 
upon iL— "How  mean  you  by  that?"  said  the  gay 
Minstrel,  mingling  in  the  conversation  of  the  pea- 
sants ;  "  I  came  td  seek  one  subject  for  my  rhyme,  and, 
by'r  Lady,  I  were  glad  to  find  two." 

"It  is  well  avouched,"  said  the  elder  peasant,  "  diat 
after  AthcJstane  of  Coningsburgh  had  been  dead 
four  weeks" 

"  That  is  impossible,"  said  the  Mmstrel :  "  I  saw 
him  in  life  at  the  Passage  of  Arms  at  Aahby-de-Ia- 
Zoucbe." 

"  Dead,  however,  he  was,  or  else  translated,"  said 
the  yoimger  peasant ;  "  for  I  heard  the  Monks  of  Saint 
EdmundTs  smging  the  death's  hymn  for  himc  and, 
moreover  there  was  a  rich  death-meal  and  dole  at  the 
Castle  or  Coningsbureh.  as  right  was:  and  thither 
had  I  gone,  but  for  Mabel  Parkins,  who" 

"  Ay,  dead  was  Athelstane."  saki  the  old  man.  shak- 
ing his  head,  "  and  the  more  pay  it  was,  for  the  oki 
Saxon  blood" 

"  But,  yorn-  story,  my  masters— your  story,"  said  tha 
Minstrel,  somewhat  impatiently. 

"Ay,  ay— construe  us  the  story,"  said  a  btfrly  Priaii 
who  stood  beside  them,  leaning  on  a  pole  that  exhi- 
bited an  appearance  between  a  pilgrim's  sxoff  and  a 
quarter-Stan,  and  probably  acted  as  either  when  occa- 
sion served,—"  Your  story,"  said  the  stalwart  church- 
man: "bum  not  daylight  about  it— we 'have  ahoit 
time  to  spare." 

"An  pUiFe  your  reverence,"  said  Dennet,  "a 
driinkui  jn^Ht  came  to  visit  the  Sacristan  at  Saint 
1  HiiitmiKi  8"^— 

"  It  docs  not  please  mv  reverence,"  answered  th< 
clmrchninn,  ''that  there  should  be  such  an  animal  as 
a  iJrtinkin  jmest,  or,  if  there  were,  that  a  lavmaa 
sljouLd  m  fpcak  him.  Be  mannerly,  my  friend,  and 
(ih'Iuik-  tbc  Tioly  man  only  wrapt  in  meditation. 
%  '  M^Til^'  -;  the  head  dizzy  and  foot  unsteady,  as  il 
til.  iHhtMULh  were  filled  with  new  wine— I  have  fell 
it  myself."  , 

"Well,  then,"  answered  Father  Dennet,  "a  hoh 
brother  came  to  visit  the  Sacristan  at  Saint  Ed- 
mund's—a sort  of  hedge-priest  is  the  visiter,  and  kills 
half  the  deer  that  are  stolen  m  the  forest,  who  loves 
the  tinklingof  a  pint-pot  better  than  the  sacring-bdl, 
and  deems  a  flitch  of  bacon  worth  ten  of  his  breviaiy  * 
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for  the  rest,  a  good  fellow  utd  a  merry,  who  will 
floMnsh  a  quarter-staff,  draw  a  bow,  and  dance  a 
Coeshire  round,  with  e*er  a  man  in  Yorkehire." 

*  That  last  part  of  thy  speech,  Dennet."  said  the 
BKuistrel,  '*  has  saved  thee  a  rib  or  twain.'' 

'*  Tush,  man,  I  fear  him  not,'*  said  Dennet ;  **  I  am 
Mvnewhat  old  tfnd  stiff,  but  when  I  fou^H^t  for  the 
bcU  and  ritm  at  Doncaster" 

**  But  the  story— the  story,  my  friend,"  again  said 
the  Minstrel.  ^ 

•*  Why,  the  tale  is  but  this-^Athelstane  of  Conings- 
burgfa  was  buried  at  Saint  Edmund'ai" 

"That's  a  lie,  and  a  loud  one,"  said  the  Friar,  "for 
I  saw  him  borne  to  his  own  Castle  of  Coningsburgh." 

"Nay^  then,  e'en  tell  the  story  yourself;  my  mas- 
ters," said  Dennet,  turning  sulky  at  these  repeated 
'Contradictions ;  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that 
the  boor  could  be  pirevailed  on,  by  the  request  of  his 
comrade  and  the  minstrel,  to  renew  his  tale.—"  These 
two  sober  friars,"  said  he  at  length,  "  since  this  reve- 
rend man  will  needs  have  them  such,  had  continued 
drinking  good  ale,  and  wine,  and  what  not,  for  the 
best  part  of  a  summer's  day,  when  they  were  aroused 
by  a  deep  groan,  and  a  clanking  of  chains,  and  the 
ligare  of  the  deceased  Athelstane  entered  the  apart- 
ment, saying,  'Ye  evil  shepherds  I'"- — 

"It  is  false,"  said  the  Friar,  hastily,  "he  never 
spoke  a  word." 

"  So  bo  I  Friar  Tuck,"  said  the  Minstrel,  drawing 
him  apart  fronL  the  rustics ;  "we  have  started  a  new 
hare,  1  find."  ^  ^ 

"1  tell  thee,  AIlan-a-Dale,"  said  the  Hermit,  "I 
saw  Athelstane  of  Comngsburgh  as  much  as  bodily 
ejres  ever  saw  a  living  man.  He  %ad  his  shroud  on, 
and  all  about  him  smelt  of  the  sepulchre— A  butt  of 
sack  will  not  wash  it  out  of  my  memory." 

"Pshaw !"  answered  the  Minstrel;  "  thou  dost  but 
jest  with  me !" 

"Neyer  believe  me,"  said  the  Friar,  "  an  I  fetched 
not  a  knock  at  him  with  myouarter-staff  that  would 
have  felled  an  ox,  and  it  glided  through  his  body  as  it 
might  through  a  pillar  of  smoke !" 

*^Bv  Saint  Hubert,"  said  the  Minstrel,  "  but  it  is  a 
wondrous  tale,  and  fit  to  be  put  in  metre  to  the  an- 
cient tune,  '  Sorrow  came  to  the  old  Friar.' " 

"Laugh,  if  ye  list,"  said  Friar  Tuck;  "but  an  ye 
catch  me  singing  on  such  a  themcL  may  the  next 
gttost  or  devil  carry  me  off  with  him  headTonjn; !  No, 
DO— I  instantly  formed  the  purpose  of  assisting  at 
some  ffood  work,  such  as  the  burning  of  a  witcn,  a 
judicial  combat,  or  the  like  matter  of  godly  service, 
and  therefore  am  I  here." 

As  they  thus  conversed,  the  heavy  bell  of  the  church 
of  Saint  3Iichael  of  Templestowe,  a  venerable  buDd- 
mg,  situated  in  a  hamlet  at  some  distance  from  the 
Praceptory,  broke  short  their  argument  One  by  one 
the  sullen  sounds  fell  successively  on  the  ear,  leaving 
but  sufficient  space  for  each  to  die  away  in  distant 
echo,  ere  the  air  was  again  filled  by  repetition  of  the 
iron  knelL  These  sounds,  the  sigrnal  of  the  approach- 
ing ceremony,  chilled  with  awe  the  hearts  of  the  aa- 
sembled  multitude,  whose  eyes  were  now  turned  to 
the  Prec(^tory,  exj>ecting  the  approach  of  the  Grand 
Master,  the  champion,  and  the  criminal. 

At  length  the  drawbridge  fell,  the  gates  opened,  and 
a  knight,  bearing  the  great  standanTof  the  Order,  sal- 
lied ^om  the  castle,  preceded  by  six  trumpets,  and 
lollowed  by  the  Knights  Preceptors,  two  and  two,  the 
Grand  Master  coming  last,  mounted  on  a  stately 
horscL  whose  furniture  was  of  the  simplest  kind.  Be- 
hind him  came  Brian-de-Bois-Guilbert,  armed  cap-a- 
pie  in  bright  armour,  but  without  his  lance,  shield,  and 
sword,  which  were  borne  by  his  two  esquires  behind 
him.  His  face,  though  partly  hidden  by  a  long  plume 
which  floated  down  from  hisoarret-cap,  bore  a  strong 
and  mingled  expression  of  passion,  m  which  pride 
seemed  to  contend  with  irresolutioi^  He  looked 
ghastly  pale,  as  if  he  had  not  slept  for  several  nights, 
yet  remed  his  pawing  war-horse  with  the  habitual 
ease  and  grace  proper  to  the  best  lance  of  the  Order 
of  the  Temple.  His  general  appearance  was  grand 
snd  oommandine;  but,  looking  at  him  with  .atten- 
tion, men  read  that  in  his  dark,  features,  from  which 
toer  willingly  withdrew  their  eyea 


On  either  side  rode  Oonrade  of  Mont-Fitchet,  and 
Albcrtde  Malvoisin,  ^o  acted  as  gndfathers  to  the 
champion.  They  Were  in  their  robes  of  peace,  ths 
white  dress  of  the  Order.  Behind  them  followed 
other  Companions  of  the  Temple,  with  a  long  train 
of  esquires  and  pages  clad  in  black,  aspirants  to  the 
honour  of  being  one  day  Knights  of  the  Order.  After 
these  neophytes  came  a  guara  of  warders  on  foot,  in 
the  same  sable  livery,  amidst  whose  partisans  might 
be  seen  the  pale  form  of  the  accused,  moving  with  a 
sloW  but  undismayed  step  towards  the  scene  of  her 
fate.  She  was  strict  of  all  her  omamients,  lest  per- 
chance there  should  be  among  them  some  of  thoso 
amtilets  which  Satan  was  supposed  to  bestow  upon 
his  victims,  to  deprive  them  of  the  power  of  confee- 
sion  even  when  under  the  torture.  A  coarse  white 
dreas,  of  the  simplest  form,  had  been  substituted  for 
her  Oriental  garments ;  yet  there  was  such  an  exqui- 
site mixture  of  courage  and  resignation  *n  her  look, 
that  even  in  this  garb,  and  with  no  other  ornament 
than  her  long  black  tresses,  each  eye  wept  that  looked 
upon  her,  and  the  most  hardened  bigot  rc^^relted  the 
fate  that  had  converted  a  creature  so  goodly  into  a 
vessel  of  wratl^  and  a  waged  slave  of  the  devil. 

A  crowd  of  mferior  personages  belonging  to  the 
Preceptory  followed  the  victim,  all  moving  with  the 
utmost  order,  with  arms  folded,  and  looks  l>ent  upon 
the  ground. 

This  slow  prooes^on  moved  up  the  gentle  ei;ii^ . 
nencc,  on  the  summit  of  which  was  the  tutyard,  and, 
entering  the  lists,  marched  once  around  them  from 
right  to  IcfL  and  when  they  had  complelbd  the  circle, 
made  a  halt  There  was  then  a  momentary  bustle, 
while  the  Grand  Master  and  all  his  attendants,  ex« 
cepting  the  champion  and  his  godfathers,  dismounted 
from  their  horses,  which  were  Immediately  removed 
out  of  the  Usts  by  the  esquires,  who  were  m  attend- 
ance for  that  purpose.    . 

The  unfortunate  Rebecca  was  conducted  to  the 
black  chair  placed  near  the  pile.  On  her  first  glance 
at  the  terrible  spot  where  preparations  were  making 
for  a  death  alike  dismaying  to  the  mind  and  pain-* 
ful  to  the  body,  she  was  observed  to  shudder  and 
shut  her  eyes,  praying  internally*  doubtless,  for  her 
lips  moved  though  no  speech  was  heard.  In  the 
space  of  a  minute  she  opened  her  eyes,  looked  fix- 
edly on  the  pile  as  if  to  famiUarize  her  mind  with 
the  object,  and  then  slowly  and  naturaUy  turned 
away  her  head. 

Mean  while,  the  Grand  Master  had  assumed  hia 
seat  t  and  ^v^l  n  thp  chivalry  of  his  order  was  placod 
aroirnd  fmri  :        .  ,,  tncli  in  his  duo  rank,  a  loyd 

ami  long  rioarj,s!i  oi  lUc  {mmpcit  tmnfiimceii  tUni  the 
Cuiirt  ifvtirc'  soDied  for  judjifnifint.  Mnlvoisiti,  then, 
arririfl  as  fioHfalber  of  the  vhatuTihti,  stMSped  for- 
wnr[i  ai]'!'  \nU\  (he  irlovc  of  the  Jcwpbs,  wliscrh  wfta  the 
phihi'  of  brit il<\  fl I  iht:  fetl  of  rhe  Gtuml  Mtiaier. 

"VEjU>rLiiis  Lord,  nnd  Tevun?nd  I'allior,^'  B»id  Kp, 
"here  eitntidcfh  the  BOod  Knight  Brian  de  Bois-Guil- 
bert,  Knitftit  Preceptor  of  thu  Order  of  the  I'emplti^ 
win,  by  ntjet'pting  the  tilodce  of  hafrle  which  I  now 
loi  ;lt  your  reverences  foeLfiath  Ikcoiiic  bound  todd 
hif^il-voir  in  fonihat  Ibi*  dny.  lo  nmrntniu  thiii  ihis 
Jnvii^h  111  a  id  en,  by  nnme  Rtbcccflt  hnlh  justly  do- 
serviii  the  ttoom  passed  upon  her  in  aChnpter  of  this 
roosi  Holy  Order  of  the  TtTnple  of  ZioUj  eon  clem  ntng 
hor  U«  die  ns  n  BotreTcss  i — herc^  I  any,  ht?  Htnjidc^tb, 
such  bRttle  la  iK  knijufhtly'  nml  honoumblc.if  iriidi  ba 
yonr  nob  I  ft  Bud  sonciitiMl  pkanuft?." 

*'Hflrh  be  nmdo  oarh,  snid  the  Grand  MjiHter, 
"thai  hJH  qujirref  ia  jupt  arid  honoondjle?  Bring 
forward  (h<-  Cnicifix  ond  the  Te  i^itntJ* 

"  Sir,  and  most  revcroiid  father,"  answered  M»l- 
voisin^  rearljly,  "our  bittthcr  here  prtrtiLmt  hath  al' 
rertdy  sworn  to  tho  fmtJi  of  hw  ftrfro^ntion  in  the 
hnrnlof  the  good  Knight  Oonrndc  do  Mont-Fifcheif 
axii  oibtTwise  be  tuiahi  not  to  be  sworn,  eeoinR  thnt 
hifi  cidversflry  is  an  miDchevPT,  and  tnay  takf-  Tio  oath*" 

This  i'lplttiintion  wns  paii*fa€ior>',  to  Albert' a  ertnl 
joyi  Tot  the  wily  knight  hnd  fortJ«<»ii  riiegroot  diffi' 
cully,  vr  rut  her  iij]p<>»sibibt\%  of  priLivriiliTiR  upon  Brian 
df  f^ois-notlbert  to  tnki^  midi  an  o»th  lufore  ibo  fi» 
Kiubij,  and  hsd  inv*?j|^^ftig€S|c^i|^^aW^«  tN 
ncci^atv  of  hia  domg  so*  o        -^  i 
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Tlie  Grand  Master,  having  allowtd  the  opolo^  of 
Albert  Malvoisin,  coninianiu-d  the  herald  to  stand 
forth  and  do  his  devoir.  The  tnimpets  then  ajrain 
fk)iirisheri,  and  a  herald,  stepping  furwani,  orurlaiined 
aloud,—" Oyi^z,  oyiz,  oyez.— Here  ttandetn  tlie  j^ood 
Kniuht,  Sir  Rriun  de  Bois-Guilbcrt,  ready  to  do  battle 
with  any  knifrhi  of  free  blood,  who  will  sustain  the 
quarrt  1  allowed  and  allotted  to  the  Jewess  Hcbecca.  to 
try  by  ciianipion,  in  respect  of  lawful  cssoine  of  her 
own  hfKly ;  and  to  such  champion  the  rfverend  and 
valorous  Grand  Master  here  present  allows  a  fair 
fitlri,  ;ind  w]ual  partition  of  sun  and  winH.  and  what- 
t v^T  elsf  npptr tains  to  a  fair  combat."  The  tnmipeta 
a;;ain  sounded,  and  tlicrc  was  a  dead  pause  of  many 
ininutLS. 

"No  champion  appears  for  the  appellant,"  said  the 
Grand  Mastfr.  " Go,  Inrald,  and  aj-k  her  whether 
she  exccclH  any  one  !o  do  battle  for  hi.r  in  this  her 
cause.  The  lierald  wi  nt  to  the  chair  in  which  Re- 
becca was  i^  ati  d,  and  Ikiis-GuilU-rt  suddenly  turn- 
in;;  his  horse'.s  h«  ad  toward  that  end  of  the  listp,  in 
spite  of  Iiints  on  cither  side  from  Malvoinn  and  Mont- 
titchct,  was  by  the  side  of  Rebecca's  chair  as  soon 
as  the  iicrald. 

"Is  this  n  LOilar,  and  according  to  the  law  of  com- 
bat?" said  Malvoisin,  bxjkin^  to  the  Grand  Master. 

"AllxTt  dc  jMalvoisin,  it  is,"  ansutrctl  Btauma- 
noir;  "for  in  this  appe:d  to  tljc;  juiltTTienl  of  Gtwl,  we 
may  not  prohibit  parties  from  having  that  conimuni- 
rati'on  witli  each  other,  which  may  best  ttiid  to  bring 
Cjrth  tiie  truth  of  the  (luarrel." 

In  the  mean  time,  the  herald  spoke  to  Rebecca  in 
thLse  tenns :—"  Damsel,  the  Honourable  and  Reve- 
rend the  Grand  Master  demands  of  thee,  if  thou  art 
Creparid  with  a  champion  to  do  battle  this  day  in  thy 
elialf,  or  if  thou  dost  yield  tiiec  as  one  justly  con- 
denmed  to  a  drw.rvf<l  doom  ?" 

'*  Say  to  the  Grand  Master/'  replied  RclKTca,  "  that 
I  maintain  my  innocence,  and  do  not  yield  me  as 
justly  condemned,  h.sl  I  Income  j-'uilty  of  mine  own 
blood.  .Say  !o  him,  tiiat  I  challenge  sucli  dtiay  as 
his  forms  will  i>enuit,  to  si;eif  (tod,  who>eopr>r.»rt unity 
IS  in  man's  fxtremiiy,  will  rai^c  me  up  a  delivtreri 
and  whtn  such  nii^-rmost  ^'pace  is  jias.*Hd,  may  His 
lioly  will  In'  done!"  The  herald  retired  to  carrj'  this 
answrr  ro  the  Grand  ^Master. 

"G«»(i  forbid."  said  l-ucas  Beaumanoir,  "that  Jew 
or  Pa^n  should  impeach  us  of  injustice!— Until  tJie 
frhadows  be  ca.^t  from  the  west  to  the  eastwanl,  will 
we  wait  to  set*  if  a  champion  shall  appear  for  this  un- 
fortunate Homan.  Whtn  the  day  is  so  far  pa&std,  let 
her  l•r^  pare  for  death." 

The  ntrald  communicate<l  the  wonlsof  the  Grand 
MaMcr  to  Rebecca,  who  bowed  iier  head  sulimis- 
eiveiy,  folded  her  arms,  and,  liMikini;  up  towards  hea- 
ven. Wmfd  to  expect  that  aid  froni  above  which  .«>he 
could  scarce  i>rumise  herself  from  man.  During  this 
awful  pause,  the  voice  of  Bois-Guilbcrt  broke  upon 
lii.r  ear— it  was  but  a  whiCT)ir,  yet  it  startled  lur 
more  than  the  summons  of  the  herald  had  appeared 
lodo. 

"Rebecca,"  said  the  Templar,  "dost  thou  hear  me?" 

"I  have  no  portion  in  thee,  cruel,  hard-hearted 
man,'*  said  the  unfortunate  maiden. 

"Ay,  but  dost  thou  understtind  my  words?"  said 
the  Templar;  "for  the  sound  of  my  voice  is  frightful 
in  mine  own  ears.  I  scarce  know  on  what  ground 
we  stand,  or  for  what  pun>ose  they  have  brought  us 
hither.— This  listed  space— that  chair— these  faggots 
—I  know  their  purjK'se,  and  yet  it  appears  to  me  like 
Konuthing  unreal— the  fearful  picture  of  a  vision, 
which  appals  my  sense  with  hidiKius  fantasies,  but 
convinces  iiot  my  n-ason." 

"My  mind  an'd  senses  keep  touch  and  time,"  an- 
Bwen-d  Rebecca.  "  and  tell  me  alike  that  these  faggots 
are  destined  to  consume  my  earthly  body,  and  0|>en  a 
painful  but  a  brief  passage  to  a  better  world." 

"  Dreams,  Rebecca,— dreams"  answennl  the  Tem- 
plar; "idle  visions,  rejected  by  the  wiwiom  of  your 
own  wiser  Sadduce(;8.  Hear  me,  RelM*cca,"  he  said, 
procet-rlin^  with  animation  ;  "  a  l»etter  chance  ha.«it 
ihou  for  life  and  liberty  than  vonder  ktuives  and  do- 
mrd  (irvam  of.  3IoHni  tlvre  behind  me  on  mv  steetl 
•  on  ZatnoFf  the  gallant  horisc  that  ne\CT  taSLed  hifi 


rider.  I  won  him  in  s'mgle  fight  from  the  Soldanol 
Trebizond— mount,  I  say,  behind  mc — in  one  aboit 
hour  is  pursuit  and  inquiry  far  behmd— a  new  worU 
of  pleasure  opens  to  thee— to  me  a  new  careerof  fime. 
Let  them  speak  the  drM)m  which  I  despise,  and  eraii 
the  name  of  Bois-Guill>ert  from  their  list  of  nionis* 
tic  slaves !  I  will  wash  out  with  blood  whatever bioi 
they  may  <iarc  to  cast  on  my  sc  utcheon." 

'•'Tempter,"  said  Rebecca,  "  begone !— Not  .n  thii 
last  extremity  canst  thou  move  me  <mc  hair's-bn&atli 
from  mv  resting  place— surronn(k<l  as  I  am  by  fo«^ 
I  hrdd  thee  as  my  worst  and  most  deadly  tncmy- 
avoi<I  thee,  in  the  name  of  God  !'*' 

Albert  Malvoisin,  alarmed  and  impatient  at  ihi 
duration  of  their  conference,  now  advanced  to  initr- 
rupt  it. 

Hath  the  maiden  a'-knowledged  hrr guilt?"  be 
demanded  of  Bois-Guilbcrt;  "or  is  she  nsolote  in 
her  denial  ?" 

*■  She  is  indeed  reeofutc"  said  Bois-Gullbert. 

"Then,"  said  Malvoisin,  "nniat  thou,  noble bmthff, 
resume  thy  place  to  atteno  the  is.&u« — The  hh."idisMi 
changing  on  the  circle  of  the  dial — C'onie.  brave  Bait* 
Guilbert— come,  thou  hope  of  our  holy  Order,  and  sua 
to  be  its  head." 

As  he  spoke  in  this  soothing  tone,  he  laid  his  hand 
on  the  knight's  bridle,  as  if  to  lead  liiin  back  to  bis 
station. 

"  False  villain  !  what  meanest  thou  by  thy  hand  on 
my  rein?"  said  Sir  Brian,  ancrily.  And  snakinsofl 
his  companion's  grasp,  he  rode  back  to  the  uppercod 
of  the  listn 

"  Th(  re  is  vet  .•spirit  in  him."  said  Malvoisin  aunto 
Mont-Fitchet,  "  wt  re  it  well  directed— but,  hkt  tht 
Greek  fire,  it  bums  whatever  approaches  it" 

Tin;  Judges  had  now  been  two  hours  in  the  lists, 
awaiting  in  vain  the  nnpcnranct-  of  a  champion. 

"And  reason  £ro<jd,  said  Friar  Tuck,  '"steing  fhe 
is  a  Jewcs.«— and  yet.  by  mine  i)u\i  r.  it  is  hnnl  thai 
so  young  and  beautiful  a  creature  sbuiildi^  ri>h  wiiboul 
one  Idow  luing  struck  in  h«r  b«half !  Were  ^lie  ten 
times  a  witch,  j»rovided  she  were  but  the  Urh  bit  oft 
Christian,  my  quarter-staff  should  ring  ntX'n  od  :bi 
stei  I  cap  of  yonder  fierce  Tcnij^lar,  ere  he  carried  tin 
matierofT  thu.«." 

It  was.  however,  the  general  belief  rhatnoonecMild 
or  Would  aprear  for  a  Jewi »«s.  ai ciisi.d  of  sorccr)j 
and  the  kn:glits,  inMigated  by  Malve,!5:n,  whii-r-TM 
to  each  otluT.  that  it  was  time  to  de<'lari.-  the  r:«^« 
of  Rebeeea  forfeitid.  At  this  iiiiitrint  a  knight,  urscng 
his  iiorse  to  spred,  nppearetl  on  the  plain  aiivunrinx 
lowanls  the  lists.  A  hiindnd  \oices  exclaimed.".! 
champion  I  a  champion!"  And  despite  the  pnv» 
sfssionsand  prejudices  of  the  nmltiludr',  they  sluHitid 
unanimously  as  the  knight  rode  into  the  iiliyanl.  Tat 
second  glance,  however,  scrvtd  to  destmy  the  hop< 
that  his  tinii  ly  arrival  had  excitui.  His  borst.  urprd 
for  many  niih  s  to  its  utmost  s(  ei  d.  apfx  ar^d  tii  red 
from  faiiKue.  and  the  rider,  howevrr  undaunte«!ly hi 
presented  himself  in  the  lists,  ( ither  t'rom  weaknetft 
weann<  ss,  or  both,  seenud  scarce  able  to  suppdt 
lrinis<lf  iri  the  saddle. 

To  the  summons  of  the  herald,  who  demanded  hf 
rank,  his  name,  and  pun»ose.  the  stranger  knigbl 
nnswerfd  readily  and  boldly,  "I  am  a  good  kiigltf 
and  noble,  come  hither  to  sustain  wiili  lance  tsi 
sword  the  just  and  lawful  quarrrl  of  thi:<  dain»l.  R^ 
becca,  daughter  of  Isaac  of  York;  to  uphold  ifal 
doom  pronounced  against  her  to  be  false  and  trvtfi- 
less,  and  to  defy  Sir  Brian  de  Bois-Guillt-rt.  as  i 
traitor,  murderer,  and  iiar;  as  I  will  prove  in  thi«i&« 
with  my  l>ody  against  his  by  the  aid  of  God,  of  Oiff 
Ladv,  and  of  Monseigneur  Saint  Geurge,  the  oood 
kniglit."  *■  . 

"The  stranger  must  first  show,"  said  MaivniKn, 
"  that  he  is  good  knight,  and  of  honourable  lini'asie. 
The  Temple  st  ndeth  not  forth  her  champions  ajzainK 
nanu'less  men." 

"  My  name,"  said  the  Knight,  rai.«ing  his  helmed 
"is  bi'tfer  known,  my  lineage  more  pnn-,  Malvoifl^ 
than  thine  own.    I  am  Wilfrtd  of  Ivanhoo." 

"I  will  not  fieht  with  ihce  at  prestnt,"  Mid  lb 
Templar,  in  a  changed  and  hollow  voice.  **Gf1  ibf 
t  VjovLuds  liealcd,  purvey  thee  a  better  honti^  end  it  mi 
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^«cf1  Win  hotd  it  worth  my  whQe  fo  moat^  out  <itih» 
*tllfB  bovwh  spirit  of  bravade.*'  * 

'*Ha!  proud  Templftr/'  said  Ivanhoe,  **ha8t  thou 
tbrgotten  that  twice  dist  thou  fall  befisre  this  lance? 
'itemcmber  the  lists  of  Acre->remember  the  Passage 
tof  Arms  at  Ashbjr— remember  thy  proud  vaunt  in  the 
balls  of  Rotherwood,  and  the  gage  of  your  gold  chain 
ascamst  my  reliquary,  ^at  thou  wouldstdo  battle  with 
"Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe,  and  recover  the  honour  thou 
liadst  lost  I  By  that  reliquary,  and  the  holy  rolic  it 
contains,  I  wiOproclaim  thee,  Templar,  a  coward  in 
every  court  in  Eur{)pe— in  every  Preceptory  of  thine 
Ordei^^unless  thou  do  battle  without  farther  delay." 

Bois-Ghiilbert  turned  his  countenance  irresolutely 
towards  Rebecca,  and  then  exclaimed,  looking 
fiercely  at  Ivanhoe.  "  Dog  of  a  Saxon  1  take  thy  lance, 
and  preijare  for  the  death  thou  hast  drawn  upon 
theer 

^  Does  the*  Grand  Master  allow  me  the  combat  V* 
•aid  Ivanhoe. 

**  I  may  not  deny  what  thou  hast  challenged,"  said 
the  Grrand  Master,,  "provided  the  maiden  accepts 
thee  as  her  champioiL  Yet  I  would  thou  wert  in 
better  phght  to  do  battle.  An  enemy  of  our  Order  hast 
thou  sYcr  oeen,  yet  would  I  have  thee  honourably  met 
with.- 

**  Thus— thus  as  I  am,  and  not  otherwise,"  said 
Ivanhoe;  "it  is  the  judgment  of  Gk>d~to  his  keeping 
I  commend  myself.— Rebecca,"  said  he  ridmg  up 
to  the  fatal  chair,  **  dost  thou  accept  of  me  for  thy 
chamn'on?" 

"  I  do,"  she  said—"  I  do,"  fluttered  by  an  emotion 
which  the  fear  of  death  had  been  unable  to  produce, 
"*!  do  accept  thee  as  the  champion  whom  Heaven 
hath  sent  me.  Yet,  no— no— thy  wounds  are  un- 
eured— Meet  not  that  proud  man— why  shouldst  thou 
perish  alsoT* 

But  Ivanhoe  was  already  at  his  post^  and  had 
closed  his  visor,  and  assumed  his  lance.  Bois-Guilbert 
did  the  same ;  and  his  esquire  remarked,  as  he  clasped 
his  visor^  that  his  face,  which  had,  notwithstandmg 
the  variety  of  emotions  by  which  he  had  been 
agitated,  continued  during  the  whole  morning  of  an 
aanv  paleness,  was  now  become  suddenly  very  much 
flushed. 

The  herald,  then^  seeing  each  champion  in  his 
place,  uplifted  his  voice,  repeating  thrice—FaUea  vos 
tUvoira^  preux  ch/evaliers  I  After  the  third  cry,  he 
withdrew  to  onS  side  of  the  lists,  and  again  pro- 
claimed, that  none,  on  peril  of  instant  death,  should 
dare,  byword,  cry,  or  action,  to  interfere  with  or  dis- 
turb this  fair  field  of  combat  The  Grand  Master, 
who  hdd  in  his  hand  the  ga^e  of  battle,  Rebecca's 
elove,  now  threw  it  into  the  hsts,  and  pronounced  the 
fotal  signal  words,  Laisaez  atter. 

The  trumpets  sounded,  and  the  knights  charged 
each  other  in  full  career.  The  weaned  horse  of 
Ivanhoe,  and  its  no  less  exhausted  rider,  went  down, 
as  all  had  expected,  before  the  well-aimed  lance  and 
vigorous  steed  of  the  Templar.  This  issue  of  the 
combat  all  had  foreseen ;  but  although  the  spear  of 
Ivanhoe  did  but.  in  comparison,  touch  the  shield  ot 
Boia-GuQbert,  that  champion,  to  the  astonishmeiit 
of  all  who  beheld  it,  reeled  m  his  saddle,  lost  his 
Btimips,  and  fell  in  the  lists. 

Ivanhoe,  extricating  himself' from  his  fallen  horse* 
was  soon  on  foot,  hastening  to  metid  his  fortune  with 
his  sword ;  but  his  antagonist  arose  not.  Wilfred, 
placmg:  his  foot  on  his  breast,  and  the  sword's  point 
to  his  throat,  commanded  him  to  yield  him,  or  me  on 
the  «)ot    Bois-Guilbert  returned  no  answer. 

"  Slay  him  not,  Sir  Knight,"  cried  the  Grand 
Master,  "  unshriven  and  unabsolved— kill  not  body 
and  soul  I  We  allow  him  vanquished." 

He  descended  into  the  lists,  and  commanded  them 
to  nnhelm  the  concuered  champk>h.  His  eyes  were 
closed— the  dark  red  flush  was  still  on  his  brow.  As 
they  kwked  on  him  in  astonishment,  the  eyes  opened 
—but  they  were  fixed  and  glazed.  The  flush  passed 
fVom  his  brow,  and  gave  way  to  the  pallid  hue  of 
death.  Unscathed  by  the  lance  of  his  enemy,  he  had 
died  a  victim  to  the  violence  of  his  own  contending 
passions. 
■*  This  18  indeed  the  judgment  of  GqA"  said  the 
Vol.  Ut  ^ 


Grand  Master,  looking  awards 
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WttKJJ  the  firat  TTiomf^nts  of  Hitrpfiso  were  ovet^ 
Wiirred  of  Ivarjijoy  dfniiinded  of  tlie  Gmnd  ^ragter, 
aa  judge  of  ihB  field,  if  be  hnd  manfully  and  righf- 
ftiJIf  rJonr^  lija  diitv  in  the  conibat  7 

'^  MiinfiiHy  Hhrf  riifhtfully  haTh  St  be^n  done,'*  floki 
tlie  iinind  Magtef ;  ''I  pronounce  I  he  Jtioi  den  firee  and 
Euiltli^Ei— Tlit^  arms  ond  rhir  hodv  of  the  deecaied 
kriis:ht  are  at  the  will  oft  he  victor.*' 

*' I  Will  not  despoil  bim  of  hia  weoponV*  ^^d  tke 
KiJiRhf  cf  JTanhoff,  "  n<jr  TOmlcFiin  his  corpae  ;o 
shame— he  hatb  IbujErht  for  ChriaEtndon— God's  arm, 
no  hnjTiAn  hatidr  hnib  this  dny  ainirh  htm  down. 
But  IfL  his  obsequies  be  private,  as  becomes  thow  of 
a  Hi  an  who  died  in  an  tmjusl  qtniTTcL— And  for  tha 
itjniden"^- — 

Ho  wo«  inlenupted  by  a  clattering  of  bornei*  feci, 
acivanciDg  in  ggdi  number^  and  so  mbidty,  ai  to 
■hake  x\u?  git>uj]d  before  them  ;  atid  the  HUck  KniKbt 
gftlloped  into  the  iisi^.  He  Hns  followed  bjf  a  nu- 
meroii.tt  band  of  tnen-at^amiS)  and  eeT^eral  kmgbls  in 
coninEete  aruiouf. 

'Vl  am  too  1ft  fe/*  hfi  said^  Wkinar  around  him,  '*  I 
bad  doomed  Bois-Guilberl  for  mine  uwn  ptiopetty* 
— IvanhiK,  was  thia  wrlL  to  take  on  iheo  such  a 
venture,  find  thou  ?caree  ablt  to  ke*?p  thy  saddle?" 

'*  Heaven,  my  Litg^**  answimd  IvanW,  *'bath 
In  km  thii*  proud  ninn  for  his  victim.  He  wfiB  not  to 
bt  hunoured  m  dWn*^  m  your  v,'t[]  hwd  drsttrnwf." 

"  Penco  be  witli  him,"*ia!d  Richard,  looking  stead- 
fastly on  the  conpse,  **if  it  mtiy  be  so— he  was  a  gtCi- 
lant  ktiightj  ntid  has  d^ed  in  hie  etecl  harm™  full 
knightly.  But  we  niuet  wa&te  no  um&— Bohuiit  da 
thinr  offire  f* 

A  knight  stept  forward  froTn  the  Kin pr*!!  attcndarsls, 
and.  loFitii^  hts  hfind  on  t^he  thonlikr  of  Albert  da 
Matvoiiun,  eaid,  **1  arrist  th^e  of  Hii?h  lYcnson." 

Tho  Grand  Mnster  bad  hitherto  skxhI  aeilonishcd 
St  the  appearance  of  so  maiiy  warriors, —He  now 
Sfhoke. 

"  Who  dares  to  arrwt  n  Knifrht  of  the  Temple  ol 
Zion,  within  the  cirth  of  his  own  Prec<?ptory,  and  in 
thtj  pr^en<?e*)f  th«?  Grand  Mnsterl  by  whose  tiutho- 
ritv  Js  ihirt  hold  outrage  ofTpncd  ?" 

^- 1  mftkc  tbe  arrest,^'  r4t*pli«?d  thy  Knii^M- "  I,  Hctitt 
Bohim,  Eurl  of  Essex,  Lord  High  Cons  tabic  of  Eng* 
land." 

'*And  her  ariiPSftfl  Mdlvoisini*'  said  the  King,  raising 
hia  viisor^  "  by  the  order  of  Ricbard  PtantfifE^tiet,  hero 
pre 9pn L— Conrad e  Mont-Fitchi?!,  it  in  will  for  dwo 
thctu  art  born  no  subject  of  mine.— Bat  for  th^^e,  Mai- 
Toisin,  thou  djest  with  thf  brother  Pliiltp^  ere  lbs 
world  be  a  week  older." 

"  I  wdl  rraie:t  thy  doom/'  mxd  the  Grand  Master,      ' 

**  Proud  Templar  "  said  the  King,  *'  Jhou  canst  not— 
bok  lip,  and  behold  the  Royal  Standard  of  England 
flontg  over  thy  towers  inHt^^ad  of  thy  Temple  banner ! 
— lk\^w,  Bf?anmanoir,  «nd  make  no  booties  opposi- 
t inn— Thy  hand  isf  in  the  lion's  rriouth.*' 

*M  will  appeal  to  Rome  aj^nmat  thee,"  paid  tho 
Grand  Master,  ''for  usurpation  on  the  imtiitmities  and 
privilefjes  of  onr  Order." 

"  Bu  It  so,"  said  the  Krn^i  **but  for  thine  own  aake 
Jai  me  not  wrih  t^Htrpatinn  now.  Dissolve ihyChop- 
Ur.  nriil  depart  wiib  ttiy  followers  to  thy  ni^jtt  Preo^ 
lory,  1  if  thou  canst  fitid  one,)  which  has  not  b«in  made 
the  BfHtit?  of  treajionabb  conspirai-y  a  gain  ft  t  the  Kinn 
of  England— Or,  if  th^u  wilt^  remain,  to  share  our  bos 
ptiality^  and  behold  ota-  justice." 

"Tobc  B  mie^t  \n  the  house  whprp  I  should  con** 
mand?"  said  the  Tempi ari  "  never  !—Cb.iplain#^riiiM 
the  Psalm,  Quare  frwtnutTunt  f#fnfftf  ?— Knieht^ 
fnuireflf  and  followers  of  the  Holy  Temple,  prepare  W 
follow  the  bfittner  of  B^Qu-jftntf  P' 

The  Grtiod  Master  spoke  with  a  disnitv  which  oon 
frontM  trv'.'n  that  of  Rn  gland'*  kifisr  bifn«elt  ami 
inspirixi  counvH*  intol^Ei  iwri^rr^'d  PB|i  4il*[T(liy  feU 
bvTiTB-    Thoy  gftthefed  iroUnd  turn  mt  ihe  r" — ' 
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wkmd  tlie  wfrtcMog,  when  thty  hear  tha  bajrtM  of 
the  wolf.  But  they  evinced  not  the  timiaity  of^the 
scared  flock— there  were  dark  brows  of  defiance,  and 
looks  which  menaced  the  hostility  they  dared  not  to 
proffer  in  words.  Thev  drew  toother  in  a  dark  Uoe 
•f  spears,  from  which  the  white  cloaks  of  the  knights 
"wore  visible  among  the  dusky  garments  of  their  re- 
tainers, Uke  the  lighter  coloured  edges  of  a  sable 
cloud.  The  multitude,  who  had  raised  a  clamorous 
shout  of  reprobation,  paused  and  gazed  in  silence  on 
the  formidnble  and  experienced  body  to  which  they 
had  unwarily  bade  defiance,  and  shrank  back  from 
their  front 

The  Earl  of  Essex,  when  he  behekl  them  pause  in 
their  assembled  force,  dashed  the  rowds  into  his  char- 
gar's  sides,  and  galloped  backwards  and  forwards  to  ar- 
ray his  followers,  in  opposition  to  a  band  so  formidable. 
Rjchard  alone,  as  if  he  loved  the  danger  his  presence 
had  provoked,  rode  slowly  along  the  front  of  the  Tem- 
plars, calling  aloud,  *'  What,  sirs !  Among  bo  many 
gallant  knishts,  will  none  dare  splinter  a  spear  with 
Richard?— Sirs  of  the  Temple!  your  ladies  are  but 
•un-burned,  if  they  are  not  worth  the  shiver  of  a 
broken  lance?" 

"The  Brethren  of  the  Temple,"  said  the  Grand 
Master,  riding  forward  in  advance  of  their  body, 
"fight  not  on  such  idle  and  profione  quarrel— and  not 
with  thoe,  Richard  of  England,  shall  a  Templar  cross 
lance  in  my  presence.  The  Pope  and  Princes  of  Europe 
shall  judge  our  quarrel,  and  whether  a  Christian  prince 
has  done  well  in  bucklering  the  cause  which  thou  hast 
to-day  adopted*  If  unassailed,  we  depart  assailing 
no  one.  To  thine  honour  we  refer  the  armour  and 
household  goods  of  the  Order  which  we  leave  behind 
us,  and  on  thy  conscience  we  lay  the  scandal  and 
ofience  thou  hast  this  day  given  to  Christendom." 

With  these  words,  and  without  waidng  a  replv,  the 
Grand  Mastei  gave  the  signal  of  departure.  Their 
trumpets  sounded  a  wild  march,  of  an  Oriental  cha- 
racter, which  formed  the  usual  signal  for  the  Tem- 
plars to  advance.  They  changed  their  array  from  a 
une  to  a  column  of  march,  and  moved  off  as  slowly  as 
their  horses  could  step,  as  if  to  show  it  was  only  the 
will  of  their  Grand  Master,  and  no  fear  of  the  oppos- 
ing and  superior  force,  which  compelled  them  to  with- 
draw. 

"By  the  splendour  of  Oar  Lady's  brow!"  said 
King  Richard,  "  it  is  pity  of  their  lives,  that  these 
Templars  are  not  so  trusty  as  they  are  disciplined  and 
valiant" 

The  multitude,  like  fi  timid  cur  which  waits  to  bark 
till  the  object  of  its  challenge  has  turned  his  back, 
raised  a  feeble  shout  as  the  rear  of  the  squadron  left 
the  ground. 

During  the  tumult  which  attended  the  retreat  of  the 
Templars,  Rebecca  saw  and  heard  nothing-7-she  was 
locked  in  the  arms  of  her  aged  father,  giddy,  and 
almost  senselesGL  witb  the  rapid  change  of  circum- 
stances around  her.  But  one  word  viom  Isaac  at 
ienirth  recalled  her  scattered  feelings. 

*'Let  us  go,"  he  sakl,  "my  dear  daughter,  my 
recovered  treasure— let  us  go  to  throw  ouraeivet  at  the' 
feet  of  the  ffood  youth." 

"Not  so,"  said  Rebecca,  "O  no— no— no— I  must 
not  at  this  moment  dare  to  speak  to  him— Alas !  I 
should  say  more  than No,  my  father,  let  us  in- 
stantly leave  this  evil  place." 

"But,  my  daughter,*^  said  Isaac,  "to  leave  him  who 
hath  come  forth  like  a  strong  num  with  his  spear  and 
shield,  holdmg  his  life  as  nothing,  00  he  might  redeem 
thy  capuvity :  and  thou,  too.  the  dau^ter  of  a  people 
strange  unto  hun  and  hia— this  is  service  to  be  thank- 
fully acknowledged." 

"  It  is— it  is— most  thankfully— most  devoutly  ac- 
inowledged,"  said  Rebecca—"  U  shall  be  still  more 
fo— but  not  now— for  the  sake  of  thv  beloved  Rachel, 
iather,  grant  my  request— not  now  r 

"Nay,  but,"  said  Isaac,  insisting  "they  will  deem 
OS  more  thankless  than  meiie  dogs!" 

"  But  thou  aeest.  my  dear  fetner,  that  King  Richard 
Is  m  presence,  and  that" 

*True,  my  best— my  wisest  Rebecca!— Let  us 
bence— let  us  hence  I— Money  he  will  lack,  for  he  has 
taat  ratumed  from  Paleatine,  and,  a«  they  aay,  ftotd 


pHsMHHUid  prataxt  Ar  «uiotiBg  itjhoBJid  faf  and 
any,  may  arise  out  of  my  simple  traffic  with  ais  hfl»> 
ther  John.    Away,  away,  let  ns  hence !" 

And  hurryinjg  his  daughter  in  his  turn,  ha  tvniiatyd 
her  from  the  hsta,  and  by  means  of  conveyance  whio* 
he  had  provided,  transported  her  safely  lO  the  boMs 
of  the  Rabbi  Nathan. 

The  Jewess,  whose  fortunes  had  formad  the  pnaoi- 
pal  interest  of  the  day,  having  now  retired  onobeervetf, 
the  attention  of  the  populace  was  transferred  ta  tfar 
Black  Knight.  They  now  filled  the  air  with  "  L<»ig 
life  to  Richard  with  the  Lion's  Heart,  and  down  ariii 
the  usurping  Templara  1" 

"Notwithstanduig  all  thia  lip-loyalty,"  aaid  Ivanhoe 
to  the  Earl  of  Essex,  "it  was  well  the  King  took  the 
precaution  to  bring  thee  with  him,  noble  Earl,  and  sc 
many  of  thy  trusty  followers." 

The  E^rl  smiled  and  shook  his  head. 

"Gallant  Ivanhoe,"  said  Essex,  " d68t  thon  know 
our  Master  so  well,  and  yet  suspect  him  of  takuiMS 
wiae  a  precaution  V  1  was  drawing  towards  YmL 
having  heard  that  Prince  John  was  making  bead 
there,  when  I  met  King  Richard,  like  a  true  knis^ 
errant,  galloping  hither  to  achieve  in  his  own  paeao 
this  adventure  of  the  Templar  and  the  Jewe^with 
his  own  single  arm.  I  accompanied  him  with  my 
band,  almost  maugre  h'la  consent." 

"And  what  news  from  York,  brave  Earl?*'  said 
Ivanhoe;  "  will  the  rebels  bide  us  there  ?" 

"No  ipore  than  December's  snow  vnH  bide  Jbly's 
sun,"  said  the  Eari ;  "  they  are  dispersing ;  and  wl^o 
ehould  come  posting  to  brmg  us  the  news,  but  John 
himself!"  ,  ..... 

"  The  traitor !  the  ungrateful  insolent  traitor  r  said 
Ivanhoe;  "did  not  Richard  order  him  into  confioe- 
ment  ?'* 

"O!  he  received  him,"  answered  the  Earl,  7 as  if 
they  had  met  after  a  hunting  party ;  and,  pointing  so 
me  and  our  men-at-arms,  said,  'Thou  seest,  bromo; 
I  have  some  angry  men  with  me— thou^wert  best  9) 
to  our  mother,  cany  her  my  duteous  afiectioiv  m 
abide  with  her  until  men's  minds  are  pacified.' '' 
,  "And  this  was  all  he  said?'*  inquired  Ivanhoi; 
"  would  not  any  one  say  that  this  Prince  invites  mo 
to  trensonbyhis  clemency'?" 

"Just,"  rnlied  the  Earf,  "as  fhe  man  may  be  said 
to  invite  deaih,  w)io  undertakes  to  fight  a  combaL 
having  a  dangerous  wound  unhealed. 

"I  forgive  thee  the  jest,  Lord  Earl,'*  said  Ivanhos; 
"  but,  remember,  I  hazarded  but  myownlife— Richari 
the  welfare  of  his  kingdom." 

"Those,"  repfied  Eissex,  "who  are  speciaDy cave- 
less  of  their  own  welfare,  are  seldom  cemarkably  M- 
tendve  to  that  of  others— But  let  us  haste  to  the  qi- 
tie,  for  Richard  meditates  punishipg  some  of  lie 
subordinate  members  of  the  conspiracy,  though  be 
has  pardoned  their  principal." 

From  the  judicial  investigations  which  foUowmi 
on  this  occasion,  and  which  are  given  at  length  intbe 
Wardour  Manuscript,  it  appears  that  Maurice  de  Brscy 
escaped  beyond  seaa.  and  went  into  the  service  at 
Philip  of  Prance ;  while  Philip  de  Malvoisin,  and  )b 
brother  Albert,  the  Preceptor  of  Templestowe,  wee 
executed,  although  Waldemar  Fitzurae,  the  soid  U 
the  conspiracy,  escaped  with  banishment ;  and  Prince 
John,  for  whose  behoof  it  .was  undertaken,  was  0^ 
even  censured  by  his  good-natured  brother.  No  oWk 
however,  pitied  the  fate  of  the  two  Malvoisins,  wbo 
only  suffered  the  death  which  they  had  both  wcQ  v- 
served,  by  many  acta  of  falsehood,  cruelty,  ana  of- 
presnon.  , 

Briefly  after  the  judical  combat,, Cedric  the  Saxoo 
was  summoned  to  the  court  of  Rjchard,  which,  fbi 
the  purpose  of  quieting  the  counties  that  had  hept 
disturb^  by  the  ambition  of  his  brother,  was  thdi 
held  at  York.  Cedric  tushed  and  pahawed  more  than 
once  at  the  message— but  he  refused  not  obedience. 
In  fact,  the  return  of  Richard  had  quenched  every 
hope  tliat  he  had  entertained  of  ratorinz  a  Saxoa 
dynasty  in  England ;  for,  whatever  head  the  Saxooi 
mi^t  have  made  in  the  event  of  a  civU  war,  it  m» 
plain  that  nothing  could  bedone  under  tho  unaispulpd 
dominion  of  Richard,  popular  as  he  was  by  hia  p<| 
tonal  goq^  qualitiea  and  miUtarr  fame,  alUKM^  w 
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ttlodniBtration  was  wilMy  ettreless,  now  too  mdvi* 
goni,  aod  now  allied  to  de^xnism. 

But,  tnoreover^  it  could  not  escape  even  Cedric*8  re- 
loetant  observation,  that  his  project  for  an  absolute 
imion  among  the  Saxons,  by  the  marriage  of  Rowena 
ioid  Athelstane,  was  now  completely  at  an  end,  by 
die  mutual  dissent  of  both  parties  concerned.  This 
Wflfl,  indeed,  an  event  which,  in  his  ardour  for  the 
9azon  causey  he  could  not  have  anticipated,  and  even 
when  the  disinclination  of  both  was  broadly  and 
plainly  manifested,  he  could  scarce  bring  himself  to 
believe  that  two  Saxons  of  royal  descent  should  scru- 
ple, on  personal  grounds,  at  an  alliance  so  necessary 
for  the  public  weal  of  th^  nationi  But  it  was  not  the 
Ists  certain :  Rowena  had  always  expressed  her  re- 
pngnance  to  Athelstane,  and  now  Athelstane  was, no 
less  plain  and  positive  m  proclaiming  his  resolution 
never  to  pursue  his  a^* dresses  to  the  Lady  Rowena. 
Cven  the  natural  obstinacy  of  Cedric  sunk  beneath 
these  obstacles^  where  he.  remaining  on  the  point  of 
function,  had  the  task  of  dragging  a  reluctant  pair  up 
to  it,  one  with  each  hand.  He  mad&  however,  a  last 
vigorous  attack  on  Athelstane,  and  he  found  that 
reniscitated  sprout  of  Saxon  royaltj  engage  like 
eoantry  squires  of  our  own  day,  in  a  furious  war  with 
tile  clergy. 

It  seems  that,  after  all  his  deadly  menaces  aji^inst 
the  Abbot  of  Saint  Edmund's,  Atnelstane's  spirit  of 
revenge,  what  between  the  natural  indolent  kindness 
of  his  own  disposition,  what  through  the  prayers  of 
iiii  mother  Edith,  attached,  like  most  ladies,  (of  the 
period,)  to  the  clerical  order,  had, terminated  in  his 
keeping  the  Abbot  and  his  monks  in  the  dungeons  of 
Ooningsburgh  for  three  days  on  a  meager  diet.  For 
this  atrocity  the  Abbot  menaced  him  with  excommu- 
xiication,  and  made  out  a  dreadful  list  of  complaints 
in  the  bowels  and  stomach,  suffered  by  himself  and 
his  monks,  in  consequence  of  the  tyrannical  and  un- 
jost  imprisonment  they  had  sustained.  With  this 
controversy,  and  with  the  means  he  had  adopted  to 
counteract  this  clerical  persecution,  Cedric  found  the 
mind  of  his  friend  Athelstane  so  fully  occupied,  that 
•it  had  no  room  for  another  idea.  And  when  Rowena's 
name  was  mentioned,  the  noble  Athelstane  'prayed 
leave  to  quaflfa  full  goblet  to  her  health,  and  that  she 
might  soon  be  the  bride  of  his'kfhsman  Wilfred.  It 
was  a  desperate  case  therefore.  There  was  obviously 
no  more  to  be  made  of  Athelstane ;  or,  as  Wamba 
expressed  it,  in  a  phrase  which  has  descended  from 
Saxon  times  to  ours,  he  was  a  cock  that  would  not 

^There  remained  betwixt  Cedric  and  the  determina- 
tion which  the  lovers  desired  to  come  to,  only  two 
cbstacles^his  own  obstinacy,  and  his  dislike  of  the 
Norman  dynasty.  The  former  feeling  gradually  gave 
way  before  the  endearments  of  his  ward,  and  the 
pride  wliich  he  coald  not  help  nourishing  in  the  fame 
of  his  son.  Besides,  he  was  not  insensible  to  the 
honour  of  allying  his  own  lino  to  that  of  Alfred,  when 
die  superior  claims  of  the  descendant  of  Edward  the 
C^onfessor  were  abandoned  for  ever.  Cedric' s  aver- 
sion to  the  Norman  race  of  kings  was  also  much 
undermined^— first,  by  consideration  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  ridding  England  of  the  new  dynastjr,  a  feeling 
which  goes  far  to  create  loyalty  in  the  sumeot  to  the 
kine  de/acio ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  personal  attention 
of  King  Richard,  who  delighted  in  the  blunt  humour 
of  Cedric,  and,  to  use  the  language  of  the  Wardour 
Manuscript,  so  dealt  with  the  noble  Saxon,  that,  ere 
he  had  beien  a  guest  at  court  for  seven,  days,  he  had 
ipven  his  consent  to  the  marriage  of  his  ward  Row- 
ena and  his  son  Wilfred  of  Ivatmoe. 

The  nuptials  of  our  hero,  thus  formally  approved  by 
his  father,  were  celebrated  in  the  most  august  of  tem- 
ples, the.  noble  Minster  of  York.  The  king  himself 
attended,  and  from  the  countenance  which  he  af- 
forded, on  this  and  other  occasions  to  the  distressed 
aod  hitherto  degraded  Saxons,  gave  them  a  safer  and 
more  certain  prospect  of  attaining  their  just  rights, 
than  they  could  reasonably  hope  from  the  precarious 
chance  of  a  civil  war.  The  Church  gave  her  fiiU 
solemnities,  graced  with  all  the  splendour  which  she 
oC  Rome  knows  how  to  apply  with  such  brilliant 
ifibct 


(Surth,  gallantly  apptii\!Jed|  attended  as  esqmrii 
upon  his  young  master  whom  he  had  served  so  faith- 
fully, and  the  magnanimous  Wamba,  decorated  with 
a  new  cap  and  a  most  gorgeous  set  of  silver  bells. 
Sharers  of  Wilfred's  dangers  'and  adversity,  they 
remained,  as  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  the  partakeri 
of  his  most  prosperous  career. 

But  besides  this  domestic  retinue,  these  distin- 
guished nuptials  were  celebrated  by  the  attendance  of 
the  high-bom  Normans,  as  well  as  Saxons,  joined 
with  the  universal  jubilee  of  the  lower  orders,  that 
marked  the  marriage  of  two  individuals  as  a  pledge  of 
the  future  peace  and  harmony  betwixt  two  races, 
which,  since  that  period,  have  been  so  completely 
mingled,  that  the  distinction  has  become  wholly  invisi* 
ble.  Cedric  lived  to  see*  this  union  approximate  to- 
wards its  completion;  for  as  the  two  nations  mixed 
in  society  and  formed  intermarriages  with  each  other, 
the  Normans  aliated  their  scorn,  and  the  SaxonS 
were  refined  fix>m  their  rusticity.  But  it  was  not 
until  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  that  the  mixed 
language,  now  termed  English,  was  spoken  at  the 
court  of  London,  and  that  the  hostile  distinction  of 
Norman  and  Saxon  seems  entirely  to  have  disap- 
peared. 

It  was  upon  the  second  morning  after  this  happy 
bridal,  that  the  Lady  Rowena  was  made  acquainted 
by,  her  handmaid  Elgiiha,  that  a  damsel  desired  ad- 
mission to  her  presence,  and  solicited  that  their  par- 
ley might  be  without  witness.  Rowena  wondered, 
hesitated,  became  curious,  and  ended  by  commanding 
the  damsel  to  be  admitied,  and  her  attendants  to 
withdraw. 

She  entered-— a  noble  and  commanding  figure,  the 

m  UL'^ty  of  lit*r  i»iio 


long  while  veil  in  which  she  was  shroudal,  over- 
•  •      t[.-,.  .-       .      .       ' 

IWIt?,    Hl.  

re-i'.cmmniingW  bjtheloASt  shade  either  of  fear,  or 


i;  %-  dui44nee  and 

Her  dcmetini>ur  wai»  thiit  of 


of  ri  wish  to  propititttfl  fnvour.  Rowenn  wna  ever 
realv  lo  acknowk"d«iT  ihe  claims,  and  atKmd  to  the 
fei  lirijis.  of  othen).  She  aroi*R,  and  would  have  con* 
do'  ii'ii  mr  lovflly  visiicr  ta  h  seat;  but  tho  straTiCCT 
loi-u  H  sit  FJ^iiha,  aod  (jgatn  inrimafaJ  a  wish  to  dis- 
co ir^n^  with  die  Lndy  Rowenn  alone.  El^itha  had  no 
soMiifir  n'Uf&d  with  umtslliii^'  stfp?,  ihiiii,  to  the  ntf* 
pnsc  of  ihc  Lady  of  I  van  hoc,  h<*r  (ait  vLsitnnt  knttcled 
on  ctir  knee,  pf^st^  her  hands  to  her  fort^iead,  and 
bendfTii^  her  hcnd  to  the  irround,  in  spilo  of  Iloweilft*9 
resisiancf^  ki**^ot|  the  emWidi^rwl  hem  of  her  tiinir 

"  Whnt  m^Jins  this,  lady  P  said  ihe  Burpru*'d  brief c ; 
"or  why  do  vou  oNIt  to  me  a  deferfinre  so  unuaiial  T* 

"  Bocatiae  to  you,  Lady  of  Ivanhoe,"  aaid  Rebecca, 
risHns,  irp  find  resrimiing  thp  tifliial  tjun^t  digni'y  of  htr 
manner,  "  I  may  lawfully,  nnd  withucil  rchuk*?.  pay 
the  di^bt  of  RTJiUtiidc  whk'h  I  owe  to  Wilfr^-ii  of  Ivan* 
hoo.  I  am  —forgive  the  boldnc^^  which  fins  i^lfercd 
to  yiKi  thp  homage  of  my  counTn— I  am  the  unhappy 
Jewiya,  For  whom  your  husibjim!  hazardtd  his  lira 
againar  such  r^iuful  odda  in  the  liltyiird  of  Temple- 
stowe." 

"Damsel,"  saidRoWena,  "Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe  oc 
that  day  rendered  back  but  in  slight  measure  your 
unceasing  charity  iowards  him  in  his  wounds  and 
misfortunes.  Speak,  is  there  aught  remains  in  which 
he  or  I  can  ferve  thee  1"      ^ 

"N«ithing,"<said  Rebecca,  calmly,  *' unless  yon 
will  transmit  to  him  my  grateful  farewell.'* 

"You  leave  England,  theni"  said  Rowena,  scarce 
recovering  the  surprise  of  this  extraordinary  visit 

"  I  leave  it,  lady,  ere  this  moon  again  changes.  Mr 
father  hath  a  brother  high  in  favour  with  Mohammed 
Boabdil,  King  of , Grenada— thither  we  go,  secure  of 
peace  and  protection,  for  the  payment  of  such  ransom 
as  the  Moslem  exact  from  our  people." 

"And  are  you  not  then  as  well  protected  in  Eng- 
land ?"  said  tlowena.  "  My  husband  has  favour  with 
the  King— the  King  himself  is  just  and  generous." 

"Lady,"  said  Rebecca,  "I  doubt  it  not— but  the 
people  of  En/dand  are  a  fierce  race,  quarrelling  ever 
with  their  neighbours  or  among  themselves,  andready 
to  plunge  the  sword  into  the  bowels  of  each  other 
Such  is  no  safe  abode  for  the  children  of  my  people. 
Ephraim  is  a  heartless-  dove— Issachar  an  over- 
laboured drudge,  which  stoops  between  two  biirdeni^ 
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^ot  ill  a  land  of  war  and  blood,  ■irroonded  by  hoa- 
tile  neighbours,  and  distracted  by  internal  (acttooa, 
ean  Israel  hope  to  rest  dimng  her  wanderings.'* 

''  But  you,  maiden,"  said  Rowena— "  vod  surely  can 
faa^e  notjiing  to  fear.  3he  who  nursed  the  sick-bed 
cf  Ivanhoe.'^Bhe  continoed,  rising^  with  enthusiasm^ 
"  she  can  nave  nothing  to  fear  in  En^and,  where 
Saxon  and  Nonnan  will  contend  who  shall  moat  do 
her  honour."  , 

'*  Thy  q;>eech  is  fair,  lady,"  said  Rebecca,  "  and  thy 
purpose  iairer ;  but  it  may  not  be— there  is  a  gulf  be- 
twixt ua.  Our  breeding,  our  faith,  alike  forbid  either 
10  pass  over  it.  Farewell— yet  ere  I  go,  indulge  me 
one  request  The  bridol-veil  hangs  over  thy  facei 
deign  to  raise  it,  and  let  me  see  theTeatures  of  which 
Cemie  speaks  so  nighly." 

"They  are  scarce  worthy  of  being  looked  upon," 
said  Rowena;  "but,  expecting  the  same  from  my 
visitant,  I  remove  the  veil." 

She  took  it  off  accordingly ;  and,  partly  from  the 
consciousness  of  beauty,  partly  from  bashfulnesa 
she  blushed  so  intensely,  that  cheek,  brow,  neck,  and 
bosom,  were  suffused  with  crimson.  Rebecca  blushed 
also^but  it  was  a  momentary  feeling:  and,  mastered 
bv  higher  emotions,  pe  ^  v  uT.  '.  rHii>|,i-  features  like 
tne  crimson  cloud.  wti  it:  i;  cSiaa^L^  cuiour  when  the 
•un  sinks  beneath  the  hurizoii. 

"Lady,"  she  said,  'the  countenance  you  have 
deigned  to  show  me  will  long  dwill  in  my  remem- 
brance. ,There  reigns  m  it  gen  tknc^^i  tind  goodness ; 
and  if  a  tinge  of  the  world  s  i  iHiI-  ^  ^-  v  n  t cities  may  mix 
with  an  exf^ression  so  lovely,  i  >uld  we  chide 

that  which  is  of  earth  for  bciL  ^  .  le  colour  of  its 
original^  Long,  long  will  I  remember  your  features, 
ana  bless  God  that  1  leave  my  noble  deliverer  united 
with" 

She  stopped  short— her  eyes  filled  with  tears.  She 
hastily  wiped  them,  and  answered  to  the  anxious 
inquiries  of  Rowena—"  I  am  well  lady— welL  But 
my  heart  swells  when  I  think  of  Torauilstone  and 
the  lists  of  Templestowc.— Farewell.  One,  the  most 
trifl'ms  part  of  my  duty,  remains  undischarged.  Ac- 
cept this  casket— startle  not  at  its  contents." 

Rowena  opened  the  small  silver-chased  casket  aiid 
perceived  a  carcanct  or  necklace,  with  ear-jewels,  of 
diamonds,  which  were  obviously  of  immense  value. 

"  It  is  impossible,"  she  said,  tendering  back  the  cas- 
ket.   "  I  dare  not  accept  a  gilt  of  such  consequence." 

"Yet  keep  it,  lady,"  returned  Rebecca.—"  You  have 
power,  rank,  command,  influence ;  we  have  wealth, 
the  source  both  of  our  strength  and  weakness :  the 
Talue  of  these  toys,  ten  times  multiplied,  woukl  not 
influence  half  so  much  as  your  sliantest  wish.  To 
you,  therefore,  the  gift  is  of  little  value,— and  to  me, 
what  I  part  with  is  of  much  less.  Let  me  not  think  you 
deem  so  wretchedly  ill  of  my  nation  as  your  commons 
beUeva  Think  ye  that  I  prize  these  sparkling  frag- 
ments of  stone  above  my  liberty  1  or  that  my  father 
values  them  m  comparison  to  the  honour  of  nis  only 


ohiUI   Aooept  tham,  ladr^to  Ba  they  avB  1 
I  win  never  wear  jewds  more." 

"  You  are  then  unhappv  f '  sakl  Rowena,  atnick  watli 
the  manner  in  which  Rmcca  uttered  the  last  wovda. 
^  0  remain  with  ua— the  coonael  of  holy  men  wiU 
wean  you  from  your  erring  law,  and  I  will  be  a  aiaiei 
tojrou." 

"  No.  lady,"  anawved  Rebecca,  the  aame  calm  iii»> 
lancho^  reigning  in  her  soft  voice  and  beautiful  £e&- 
turcs  that  may  not  be.  I  may  not  change  the  laiiii 
of  mvi  fathers  like  a  garment  unsuited  to  the  cUroaie  in 
which  I  seek  to  dwdl,  and  unhappy,  lady.  I  will  not 
be.  He,  to  whom  I  dedicate  my  future  life,  will  be 
my  comforter,  if  I  do  His  wilL" 

Have  you  then  convents,  to  one  of  which  yo« 
mean  to  retire?"  asked  Rowena. 

"  No,  lady,"  sakl  the  Jewess ;  "but  among  our  peo> 
pie,  since  the  time  of  Abraham  downwards,  have 
been  women  who  have  devoted  their  thoughts  to 
Heaven,  and  their  actu>ns  to  works  of  kindnass  lo 
men,  tending  the  sick,  feeding  the  hungry,  and  reliav- 
ing  the  distressed.  Among  these  wul  K<:becca  ba 
numbered.  Say  this  to  thy loid,  should  he  chance  la 
inguire.after  the  fate  of  her  whose  life  he  saved." 

There  was  an  involuntary  tremour  on  Reb^cca*a 
voice,  and  a  tenderness  of  accent  which  perhaps  be- 
trayed more  than  shewoukl  willingly  have  expressed. 
She  hastened  to  bid  Kowena  adieu. 

"  Farewell,."  she  said.  *'  May  Ha,  who  made  both 
Jew  and  Christian,  shower  down  on  you  hi^choioeat 
blessings !  The  bark  that  wafta  us  hence  will  ba  «ii- 
der  wei^  ere  we  can  reach  the  port." 

She  glided  from  the  apartment,  leaving  Rowena 
surprised  as  if  a  vision  had  passed  before  ner.  Die 
fair  Saxon  related  the  singular  conference  to  her  hus- 
band, on  whose  mind  it  rnade  a  deep  impression.  He 
lived  long  and  haopily  with  Rowena,  for  they  weie 
attached  to  each  other  by  the  bonds  of  early  aflectioii, 
and  they  loved  each  other  the  more,  from  the  reec^ 
lection  of  the  obstacles  which  had  in^peded  tfaeff 
union.  Yet  it  would  be  inquiring  too  curiously  to  aalE. 
whether  the  recollection  of  Rebecca'a  beauty  and 
magnanimity  did  not  recur  to  hia  mind  more  fr«-: 
quently  than  the  fan- descendant  of  Alfred  might  alto- 
gether have  approved. 

Ivanhoe  distingaished  himself  m  the  aervioe  of 
Richard,  and  was  graced  with  farther  marks  of  the 
royal  favour.  He  might  have  risen  still  hi^er,  bat 
for  the  prematuip  death  of  the  heroic  Cosur-de-Lioo, 
bc/ore  tne  Castle  of  Chaluz,  near  Limogca.  With  the 
life  of  a  generous,  but  rash  and  romantic  monarch, 
perished  all  the  projecta  which  his  ambition  and  his 
generosity  had  formed :  to  whom  maybe  applied,  with 
a  slight  alteratk>n,  the  lines  oomposed  by  Johnson  fit 
Charlea  of  Swedeii— 

Hlf  fitB  wta  defdned  to  a  Ibrtlffn  ■Inod,     ' 
A  petty  fortnM  Bod  as  "  h«mbto"  hand ; 
H«le(tttMimiM    ;  which  Um  world  giewfikb 
To  pointa  mom'  ir  adorn  a  tali. 
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voild  be  dtfllciiU  to  aMifn  any  rood  nuon  why  Iha  ni- 
o(  Ivanhov.  after  uainr.  in  that  work,  all  tho  art  Iw  poa- 
J  lo  fi'inov*  tlio  penHiDatw,  actioD,  and  manmn  of  the 
CO  a  dihtanoe  from  hi«  own  cuuntrjr,  abotild  ctiooM  for  this 
of  hi4  next  attempt  the  celebrated  niinri  of  Melroae,  in 
tnmodiaiu  neifhbourliood  uf  hii  own  lesidenoa.  But  the 
n.  ur  raprice,  which  dictated  his  ehanra  of  »y%tnm,  liaa 
■If  escaped  hi«  mcollectiun,  dot  la  it  wortL  while  to  attempt 
linr  what  ouut  be  a  nuiticr  of  very  little  conaeqacnoe. 
9  ^•iicral  plan  of  the  iiory  was,  to  r^oiii  two  cliaranteta 
at  bu^tlins  and  coatentiooa  ave,  who,  thrown  into  ■itna- 
whieh  fave  tlietn  diflft-ront  viewi  on  the  tubjeot  of  the  Re- 
itioii.  nhould,  with  Uie  name  ainceritj  and  purity  of  inten- 
detlirare  tii  .•ninelve*.  tlie  one  to  the  rapport  of  the  linkinr 
r  of  the  Catholic  Churcli.  the  other  to  tha  eatabliihraent 
e  Rtffonn«Ml  doctrine*,  it  waa  rappo<ed  that  some  inter^ 
I  subjects  fur  narrative  micht  be  derived  fhim  oppusinf 
HirU  enthufia.-4ts  to  oach  utliur  in  the  |iath  of  lile,  and  eou- 
n«  the  roHl  wortli  of  both  with  thoir  Muaioos  and  pieiu- 
Tlio  localities  of  Melrose  suited  well  tlie  scenery  of  tlie 
Himt  Ktory ;  tlie  ruios  themselves  form  a  splendid  theatre 
ly  I  regie  incident  which  misht  be  brought  forward ;  joined 
e  vicinity  of  tlie  Ane  river,  with  all  its  tributary  streams, 
lie  liirougha  ccHintry  which  has  been  tlie  scene  of  so  much 
'  hplitinpr,  and  in  rich  with  so  many  recollections  of  former 
I.  and  lying  nUiiost  under  tlie  immediate  eye  of  theaatlior, 
liom  they  wuro  to  be  used  in  composition. 
B  itituation  possesfed  farthnr  recommendations.  On  the 
■iu>  bank  of  tlie  Tweed  might  be  seen  tlie  remains  of  an- 
enrlusurcs,  surrounded  by  sycamores  and  asb-trees  of 
durable  ^itju.  These  had  once  formed  the  erofis  or  arable 
id  of  a  village,  now  nHiurud  to  a  single  hut,  Uie  abode  of 
.••nniii,  w>H>  aiM  manam^t  a  ferry.  The  cottages,  even  the 
Ml  which  once  I'xisteil  thrro,  have  sunk  into  vestiges  hardly 
traced  without  visitinx  the  upot,  Uie  inhabitants  having 
jaiiy  withdrawn  to  the  mnw  prosperous  town  of  Uala- 
f ,  which  has  risen  into  r.oniiirl«>ration,  within  two  miles  of 
iieiglibourhooJ.    HupcrstiUuus  eld,  however,  has  ' 


letcrled  groves  with  aerial  beings,  to  rapply  Uie  want  of 
mortal  tenants  wlio  have  descrteld  it  The  ruined  and 
diined  churchyard  of  Boldvide  has  been  long  believed  to 
Luntcd  by  the  Fairies,  and  the  de*>p  broad  current  of  the 
lid,  wlieeling  in  moonlight  round  tlie  foot  of  Uio  sleep 
.  with  tlie  number  of  trees  originally  planted  for  slielter 
i  the  Aelds  of  the  cottageri.  but  now  presenting  the  effect 
«tt<Ted  and  detnclied  groves,  fill  up  llie  idea  which  one 
d  fiimi  in  imaginalinii  for  a  scene  that  Oburun  and  Uueen 
might  love  to  revel  in.  There  are  evenings  wlien  tbe 
latur  might  believe,  wiUi  Father  Chaucer,  that  Uie 

"  Qnevn  of  K»cry, 

With  h.-up,  simI  pipe,  and  lyimiliony, 
Wcra  dwelllBg  la  th*  place.'* 

other,  and  even  a  more  fhmiliar  reftige  of  the  olfln  race, 
adiUon  II  to  be  tniatml.)  U  thn  glen  of  the  river,  or  rather 
Ic,  namrd  tlio  Allen,  which  fallt  into  the  Tw<«ed  from  Uie 
I  ward,  ntHiut  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  present  bridge. 
le  ■trcamlet  finds  its  way  behind  Lord  Sommerville's  hunt- 
rat,  called  the  Pavilion,  its  vnlloy  lias  been  popnlariy  tvrm- 
e  Fairv  Denn,  or  raUii>r  the  Nameless  D<>nn.  I>ecau«e  of  the 
Med  ill  tuck  attached  by  Uie  poitiilar  fhith  of  ancient  times, 
•J  one  who  imglit  name  or  allude  to  the  race,  whom  our 
n  di'tingiiirilied  a*  the  Gooii  Neighbours,  and  the  High- 
•n  called  Daoine  Hhie,  or  Men  orreaco;  raUier  by  wa/ 
mpliinont,  Uian  on  account  of  any  particular  idea  of  f^iend- 
or  pacific  relation  which  cither  Highlander  or  Borderer 
taincil  I  iwards  the  irritable  beings  whom  they  thus  dis- 
ish*fd,  or  supposed  them  to  bear  to  humanity." 
rridenco  of  the  actual  operations  of  the  i>iry  people  even 
IS  tune,  little  piecei  of  cnlcoreous  matter  are  found  in  Uie 
iner  a  flood,  which  either  the  labours  of  those  tiny  artists, 
9  eddies  of  the  brook  among  the  stonex,  have  formed  into  a 
■tic  resemblance  of  curw,  saucers,  basins,  and  the  like^in 
h  rJiilriren  whogather  them  pretend  to  di«oem  fairy  uteuils. 
vdes  these  circumitaiires  of  romantic  locality,  mea  pau- 
'■efifta  (as  Captain  Dalgotty  denominates  his  territorv  of 
ilhwackct)  are  bounded  by  a  small  but  deep  lake,  from 
h  eyes  that  yet  look  on  the  light  arc  said  to  have  seen  the 
'-bull  aiieeiid.aiid  shako  the  hilUwiUihis  Mar. 
«>«ii,  the  country  around  Melrose,  if  iMJuaessing  less  of  ro- 
le  bi^auty  than  «ome  other  Hcenea  in  Scotland,  is  connected 
no  miny  nMociationa  of  a  fanciful  nature,  in  which  the 
illation  t-ikeif  delight,  as  might  well  induce  one  even  less 
hed  to  Uie  niiot  than  the  author,  to  accommodate,  after  a 
«l  manner,  the  imaginary  icenos  lie  wai  framing  to  the  to- 
es to  which  tie  was  partial.  Rut  it  would  be  n  misappro- 
nn  to  suppose,  tliat,  bncaune  Molrone  may  in  general  paH 
ennaquhair.  or  becaUM)  it  agrees  with  scenes  of  the  Mon- 
f  in  the  cireumiitancex  of  the  drawbridee,  tlie  mill-dam, 
icher  point*  of  reirniblance,  Uiat  tliero'iore  an  aceurato  or 
et  local  similitudv  is  to  be  found  in  alt  Uie  particulars  of 
ictare.  It  was  not  the  purpone  of  the  author  to  present  a 
cape  copied  from  nature,  but  a  piece  of  composition,  in 
li  ■  real  scene,  wiUi  which  he  »  familiar,  liad  tflbcded 
*B*sBobRoy,p.8a 


lilm  mma  leading  oaUinea.  Thua  the  rsaemblanoa  of  the  im- 
aginary tiltiirjoarg  with  the  real  vale  of  Uie  Allen,  is  far  from 
bpintr  miriult!,  nor  did  the  author  aim  at  identifying  tlienk 
TUif  mUHt  4P(>Bar  plain  to  alt  who  kuow  Uie  actual  character 
of  Lbc  Glen  *A  Allen,  and  liave  taken  ilie  trouble  to  read  Uie 
account  ef  the  imaginary  Olendear^.  The  stream  in  the  laMer 
ewe  i^  deiiCJibed  as  wandering  down  a  romanbe  litUe  valler, 
ihiftini  iispir,  after  the  fkshion  of  such  a  brook,  (him  one  side 
itt  the  other,  8:^  it  can  moat  easily  find  its  naanfe.  and  toudiing 
fiothkng  in  \u  progress  that  gives  token  or  cntlivation.  'It  rises 
near  ^  lit  ■,  tower,  the  abode  of  arappoeed  ctiurch  vaasal, 
qxiini.       .       if  several  incidents  in  the  Komanee. 

Tl.r.  .  m,  on  tlie  contrary,  after  traversing  the  itrnian- 

tir  r^L  iu^  '.^1  :<  d  tlie  Nameless  Dean,  thrown  oflT  from  side  to 
■  idi.>  aiiifriutu  ly,  like  a  billiard  boll  repelled  by  the  sides  of  the 
table  on  which  it  has  been  played,  and  in  that  part  of  its  comsa 
TtummUling  Ute  stream  which  poura  down  Glendearg.  may  be 
traced  uptimrij't  into  a  more  open  countrr,  where  the  banks  re- 
treat turUier  fhNB  each  other  and  Uw  vale  exhibits  a  good  deal 
of  dry  rrouriiii.  which  has  not  been  neglected  by  the  acUve  cul- 
tirators  of  FliH  district  It  arrives,  too,  at  a  sort  of  lermina- 
Uon,  AtriJciof  in  itMlf,  but  totally  irreeoncilablo  with  the  uarm- 
Uvt  of  UiQ  Romance.  Instead  of  a  sragle  iieel-hoose,  or  border 
lo  wer  o  r  de  fi- nee,  such  as  Dame  Qlendiiming  is  supposed  to  hSYe 
jniksljitcd,  thu  iMiad  of  tlie  Allen,  about  l^ve  miles  above  il> 
junctiun  IV  jth  the  Tweed,  sliows  throe  ruins  of  Border  lioases. 
belonitnf  to  diflTereiit  proprietor*,  and  each,  fVom  the  deaire  of 
muiual  »upixtrt  so  natural  to  troublesome  times,  situated  at  the 
fj[U«miLy  i^f  Uie  property  of  which  it  is  Uie  prineipal  ninrenaia 
One  of  tbe^fl  ii  tlie  ruinous  mansion-houw  of  Hiltslap.  for- 
tnrtXr  Uie  pro^wrty  of  Uio  Cairncroaaes,  and  now  of  Mr.  Inoes 
or  i^aw  I  a  M^cond.  tlie  tower  of  Colmsl'e,  an  ancient  inlien- 
lonca  cf  tiie  borthwick  family,  as  is  testilM  by  their  eraet,  the 
i^mVt  Hi^ii,  wliicli  exists  on  the  ram  ;  a  Uiird.  Uie  house  of 
LajifKliJiiH,  alio  ruinous,  but  near  which  the  proprietor,  Mr, 
BaiUte  of  Jerviswood  and  MeUeiatain,  has  built  a  small  ibootc 
tint  bon. 

All  tlKia  ruins,  so  strangely  huddled  loiether  in  a  very  soli- 
lary  spott  lia^o  reoolleottons  and  traditions  of  their  own,  b«t 
(tune  uf  them  bear  the  moat  distant  resemblance  to  Uie  de- 
■criptjons  in  the  Romance  of  Uie  Monastery :  and  as  Uie  ath 
nitii  could  lisrdly  have  erred  so  grossly  regarding  a  spot  within 
Q  mominT'i  fide  of  his  own  house,  Uie  inference  U,  Uiat  no 
rcACintblanct]  was  intended.  Hillslap  is  remembered  by  the 
humour*  of  the  last  inliabitants.  two  or  three  elderly  ladi«>,  of 
ilKe  cUhs  of  Miu  Ra^'nalds,  in  Uie  Old  Manor  House,  though 
1m»  jmnertnot  by  buth  and  fortiUMi  Cotmalie  is  conunemora* 
t«d  la  tuagi^ 

C^'ImilU  ilMidt  on  Colinilis  hUi. 
Ttif  vairr  ll  0owi  roQnd  Colmaiis  mill ; 
T^.r  mill  anil  th«  kiln  gang  bonnfiv, 
lidMvhipr — ' 


Awi  It's  ap  viib  ll 


fiippsri  of  Colaulls. 


Lon^^mw,  nlthongli  larger  than  tbe  other  ii 

bled  ai  thu  \\viii\  of  Uie  supposed  Glendearg,  has  nothing  about 
it  moro  remai  liable  Uian  Uie  inscription  of  the  present  proprio- 
t'>r  ovar  Ijin  AhooUiM  lodge— I/IInmi  kane  sften  vfrfi  iffipkmm 
QTi^ij— A  nMhiosl  wish,  which  I  know  no  one  more  capable  of 
fttisLiiiiig  ufM'n  an  extended  scale,  than  the  gentloman  who  hM 
cipTK'^jied  ll  uL^n  a  limited  one. 

Hart^gi  ihLiitsliown  that  I  could  say  something  of  ibese  de* 
«>tati«d  luwcirii,  which  the  desire  of  social  intercourse,  or  tlie 
fAciliiy  of  n  I  [I  mat  defence,  had  drawn  together  at  the  liead  of 
lim  Ulen,  \  n^rni  not  add  any  farUier  reascm  to  show,  that  there 
it  net  rc!£umi>lance  between  them  and  tlie  solitary  babitaUon  of 
Dojue  £is[)c<Uk  Gleodinniog.  Beyond  tbese  dwellings  are  soma 
rEinnin*  uf  nntural  wood,  and  a  considerable  portion  gf  morara 
aud  buf  I  but  I  would  not  advise  any  who  may  be  curiona  in 
toca!itit4.  I- 1  tpcnd  time  in  looking  for  the  fountain  and  hoUy- 
imi  af  iha  White  Lady. 

WhiJG  1  am  on  the  subject  I  may  add,  that  Captain  Clutter 
buck,  Uie  imafinary  editor  of  the  Monastery,  has  no  real  pro 
tutype  m  ihu  village  of  Melrose  or  neighbourhood,  that  evei 
L  Mwor  hea/(J  of.  To  give  some  individuality  to  Uiis  person- 
is«.  hv>  Ii  iJv^cTibed  as  a  charaeter  which  sometimes  occura  in 
actual  hjcii:!!^— a  person  who,  liaving  spent  his  life  within  the 
iKceasary  OutL«s  of  ji  technical  prot^ion,  fhim  wlrich  lie  has 
b^n  41  ]i»ngit3  emancipated,  llnds  hinuelf  without  any  oecupa 
liun  wlibifi\(.^r,  and  is  apt  to  become  tlie  prey  uf  ennui,  until 
he  iliscf^rnt  mmu  petty  lubjccl  of  invest igatum  commcnsuraia 
iu  hti  [aLanL».  [he  study  of  which  gives  him  employment  in  so- 
litude ;  whilo  Uio  conscious  possession  of  information  peculiar 
to  himsclfr  ieIlIs  to  his  coniequence  in  society.  I  liaye  often 
Db«orved,  that  the  ligliterand  trivial  brandies  of  antiquarian 
■  ludr  an?  piiTi^ularly  usefU  in  relieving  vacuity  of  such  a  kind, 
Add  hhvu  Ueiuhtii  tlicm  serve  many  a  Captain  Cluttcrbuck  to  re 
irvaL  {ifon  ;  I  vras  Uierafore  n  good  deal  lurpriwid,  wlien  I  foumi 
UiB  ontiqun/inji  Captain  ideo^^tied  wiUi  a  neighbour  and  frieml 
if  mr  *iv.n.  \iiho  could  never  have  been  confounded  with  him 
Uy  BUT  one  v>Uo  liad  read  tlie  book,  and  seeu  the  party  alladetl 
ux  This  erriMieous  identification  or«un  in  a  work  entilkd, 
"  iLujiratiDni  of  the  AuUior  uf  Waverley,  being  Notices  aoJ 
ADocdotci  of  real  Characters,  Scenes,  and  IncioentSijipp  otin 
to  hit  dttscribt'd  ih  his  works,  by  Robert  CtutRBb«t%."  T^dCk^w^iea. 
wu,  qC  worn,  Va&A»  Xmuufit^^^^  ^  ^5 ,5?^5*;;^^''"*' 
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nram  be,  whatOA'nr  mftjr  be  <ho  innnuity  of  the  author,  which 
takci  Iho  tiuk  or  pxplainin?  what  can  bv  only  known  to  ano- 
tJiur  porcon.  Miilake«  of  place  or  inanimntt'  ihni»r*  rvftfrrtHi  to, 
arc  of  very  littlu  moment;  but  the  iiiconiou^  author ouirht  to 
havn  Iii>4>n  more  eautioua  of  attarhinf  real  name*  Ut  ficutinuM 
characii.Tii.  I  think  it  iri  in  the  8|M>Rtalor  wr  rvod  of  a  nutic 
wHi!.  who,  in  a  copy  of  "TJie  Whok  Duty  of  Mnn,"  wrohr  «ip- 

tNKJte  to  every  virc  the  name  of  xomu  individual  in  tho  ncich- 
tourltdod.  and  liiui  converted  that  excelicnt  Hork  into  a  libel 
on  n  wholi;  i>arii<h. 

Tho  sconory  bcinp  thui  ready  at  llie  author's  hand,  the  r?- 
mininccncK!*  of  tiie  country  w«tu  equally  favourable.  In  a  land 
where  the  liomeo  remained  almost  conitfintly  aaddled.  and  tlie 
rwoi.i  iM^idnni  iHiittcd  tlie  warrior'^  aidn— where  war  woa  the 
iMiU/rjl  and  ctmntant  utatc  of  tlie  inhnbttaiitii,  ond  poacc  only 
cxisb^d  in  tlie  khape  of  brief  and  feveruh  truces— tliefu  could 
lie  no  want  of  tlic  inenni  to  complicate  and  extricate  the  in- 
eideiitf  of  hid  narrative  at  pisaiunf.  Tlicro  wof  a  disadvantage, 
notwithftandioir.  in  tiwuiing  thi«  Border  district,  for  it  tuid 
been  already  ransacked  by  tlie  auUior  himaolf,  as  well  ah 
utheri' ;  and  unlcM  prbKeniud  under  a  new  lipht,  was  likely  to 
aa'tirtl  frroukd  to  the  objection  of  Crambe  bia  ettta. 

To  niiain  tho  indispeusabk*  quality  of  novelty,  somethini^.  it 
w.TA  tiuiUKlit.  mieht  bo  trained  by  contraalinir  the  ciioracter  of 
the  vaA*aI«  of  the  church  witii  those  of  the  dependantu  of  the 
lay  bitrnns,  by  whom  lh«;y  were  surrounded.  Vkt  much  advan- 
tave  r«juld  not  he  derived  from  this.  There  were,  indeed,  d:f- 
fierences  lietwixt  tho  two  elasaes,  but.  like  tribt^s  in  the  mineral 
and  verifiable  worhl,  wliicti,  ntiiomblinK  each  other  to  conimoii 
eyos.  ran  be  sufficiently  well  discriminated  by  naturalists,  they 
were  yet  too  simliar,  upon  tlw  whole,  to  be  ptaead  in  marked 
contrast  with  each  other. 

Machinery  remained— Uie  introduction  of  the  supernatural 
and  giarvi.-ilottii  i  tiio  resort  of  distremed  authors  since  tlie  days 
of  Hornce.  but  whose  privilege's  as  a  sanctuary  haw  been  dis- 

EiL'd  in  tlm  present  affv.  and  wollninh  exphided.  The  popular 
lief  no  lonirer  allows  tlie  poMibility  of  existonre  to  tho  race 
of  mysterious  beinin>  which  ho%-i!rc-d  betwixt  this  world  and 
tliat  which  is  invisible.  Tho  fairies  hove  abandnned  their 
moonliflit  turf:  ilie  witch  ao  lonfdr  hohls  )ier  black  orgiea  m 
Uie  hemlock  dell ;  and 

"  Rv-n  tlir  \ah  lincFrinir  phanlom  or  the  l-niin, 
The  cbarcliyutl  fhatl,  U  now  al  rrciafun-" 

From  the  difrredit  attached  tofhevnlrar  and  more  common 
modos  in  whirh  the  Scottish  iuporMiitiun  displiiys  itm.'lf.  the 
author  WOK  induced  to  have  nfciiur^e  to  Hie  beautiful,  ihnuirh 
almorit  forirotren.  theory  of  astral  spirits,  or  rrcaturi^  of  the 
•fli-niviitii,  iiuri>.'isKiii<;  human  beinps  in  knowledge  and  power, 
hul  inferior  to  tiicm,  as  licinr  suhjort.  nfirr  ii  nertain  siMiro  of 
years,  to  a  death  nhirh  ik  to  them  anuihilalion.  as  thi>y  linvv 
no  share  in  the  pnmii«e  made  to  the  sons  of  Ad;im.  The-o 
tpirit4  are  Mipr>oi^  to  be  of  four  distinct  kinds.  a»  iliu  elements 
from  wliirh  tlif }■  have  their  orisin,  and  are  known,  to  thiMie 
who  havM  ntudietl  tho  eabalistical  iihilosophy,  by  the  names  of 
8yl|ihr.  Giiointfr,  Salamnnders,  and  Nninds.  ns  they  behm?  to 
the  eUTneiits  of  Air.  Karth,  Fire,  or  Water.  Tho  ccneral  reader 
will  flnit  un  euttirtaHiiii?  acriMint  of  thew  elementary  spirits 
ill  the  Krenith  iKMik,  rniitlod,  "EntnUiens  de  t.'ompie  du  Ga- 
biilirt.'*  The  in;;t;niiiU9>  Compic  dv  In  Mottt;  Fouiiu*^  rompoaod, 
in  tiiTinnri.  niiu  uf  ihi*  moot  successful  pnMiiictionM  of  lii«i  fer- 
till'  brnm,  where  a  beautiful  and  evx>a  afflicting  eflTcct  is  pro- 
duf.i*d  by  tin;  intrmhiction  of  a  wafornympli,  who  Iom'ii  the 

{trivilfC'f  of  imiiiurtAlity,  by  coiiMmtinL'  to  btsroine  arressiMc  to 
lunnui  ri-i'Mi.irs.  lind  uniiins  her  lot  with  that  of  a  mortal,  who 
trrais  Ii<y  with  inifretiiude. 

hi  imitation  of  Hn  example  so  saceesfftil,  the  White  Lady  of 
Avene!  waf  intnidurc-d  into  the  foltowinr  sh*H>ls.  Hliu  w  rt'\ne- 
icnifd  as  ri>nnecn>d  with  the  fliinily  of  Avenel  by  one  of  thom 
mystic  ties,  which,  in  ancient  time!*,  were  supposed  to  exist,  in 
evrtahi  circuinRtmicmi,  between  the  creaturvs  of  the  eienH'nts 
and  tlie  clnUiren  of  men.  tjuch  in^tniir<>K  of  mystorious  union 
are  reco^iiKod  in  IreUuid.  in  tlio  real  Milesian  families,  who  are 
poaiAKMid  of  a  Bnnshi'  :  and  they  are  known  among  the  tradi- 
tioNK  of  Uio  Highlanders,  which,  in  many  cases,  atlarhod  an 
iirimnrtal  bcinmr  spirit  to  the  scrvieoof  particular  fainiliesor 
trilies.  Theur;  demons,  iftheyareto  be  culled  so.  announced 
good  or  evil  ftiriune  to  the  families  connected  with  them ;  and 
thnuth  some  only  condescended  to  meddle  with  motti'rs  of  im- 
portJti:-:e.  ntliery.  like  tlie  May  Mollarh,  oi  Maid  of  ilie  Hairy 
Arms  condescended  to  mingln  in  ordinary  sports,  and  even  to 
dirocl  the  C.'liii>r  how  to  play  at  draushts. 

TlKff  wH»«,  therefore,  no  jrreat  violence  in  supposing  such  a 
iwing  rf«  thi4  to  have  existed,  while  'tH>  elementary  spinlii  were 
DelirviHl  in :  but  it  wait  moni  diiflrj;.  to  describe  or  imngino  its 
attribiiti-s  iind  principles  of  acti(»n.  Bh.aksiieare.  the  first  of 
authorities  in  such  a  c«i*c,  has  painted  Ariel,  that  beantiAil 
cntanire  of  his  fancy,  ax  only  approachinc  so  near  to  humanity 
as  to  know  the  niitiire  of  thai  syni|«thy  wlHCh  tho  creatures  of 
clay  felt  for  each  otlivr.  as  we  learn  from  the  oxpreasion— •'  Mine 
would  If  I  wore^ human. "  TIm*  iiiii-nmccs  from  this  are  singular, 
but  liiN'inriipiiiileor  rocrular  deduction.  A  l>eirig.  however  sii|M'- 
ior  t4»  man  in  length  of  life— m  power  over  the  elements— in 
<sertnin  perception*  roAiieciin^the  pnrsent.  tlie  post,  and  the  fu- 
ture, )'ct  still  iucapablu  of  humiin  pasHions.  of  sentiments  of 
moral  gocKl  and  evil,  of  meriting  future  rewards  or  punishments, 
be|onp<  rnttii;r  to  tlio  class  of  miimiils  than  of  human  creatures, 
and  niu«t  therefore  be  presuuuMl  tii  art  more  from  ti»mp«irary 
bKiicvolence  or  caprice,  than  from  any  thing  approorhing  to 
fivline  or  rensoniiig.  Such  a  booig's  superiority  )n  power  can 
oily  be  coniftared  to  that  of  the  eleplmnt  or  lion,  who  aro 
g.earin-  in  strenxth  than  man,  ihourh  inferior  in  the  scale  of 
creation.  The  iMrtialitiea  which  we  supikmh;  such  spirits  to 
erttrriain  muiii  b«t  like  Mumc  of  the  dor;  their  sudden  starts  of 
nation,  or  the  iiuhitm'noe  of  n  (Volir,  or  mib'-hicf,  may  tie  c<mi- 
jaiffd  Ut  ihiiiw  of  tlie  numerous  virieiiM  of  Uic  cat.  AW  tlwaa 
Mtptimiiim  «i«,  bonnmt,  euDlroUod  by  Um  lftw«  wtiick  i«ate 


the  elementary  race  subordinate  to  the  e«mimand  of  mao— lisMi 
to  lie  subjected  by  his  science,  'so  the  sect  of  Gnostics  beliewtL 
and  on  this  tume<l  the  Rosicrucian  iihilosophy.)  or  to  ^en1e^ 
{lowered  by  his  sujierior  courage  and  dariug,  when  it  let  iheif 
Illusions  at  defiance. 

it  IK  with  nrference  to  this  Idea  of  tlie  aupposed  spirits  of  ttit 
elomc-nts,  that  tlic  While  Lady  of  Avenel  is  rei»reKentc:d  as  an- 
ing  a  varying,  capricious,  :<nd  inconsistent  part  in  \t»  pa;** 
amigned  to  her  in  the  narrative ;  manifesting  intcest  and  %\e 
tnchment  to  the  family  with  whom  her  destinies  are  aMoeiatHi, 
but  evincing  whim,  and  even  a  species  of  malevolence,  tuwdi 
other  mortal*,  as  tlic  Sacrintao  and  the  B^irder  riibter.  wbcsa 
ifkcornct  life  subjected  tliom  to  reeeive  petty  nortiticaiioBf  at 
lier  hand.  The  White  Lady  is  scarcely  supposed,  howt-ver.  lo 
hove  iKMscased  either  tho  power  or  ihc  incliiuitiosi  ii»  do  aon 
than  intlict  terror  or  create  embarrassment,  and  is  always  n^ 
jected  by  thoae  mortals,  who,  by  virtuous  resolatinn.  andnwrtd 
energy,  could  assert  superiority  over  her.  In  Diese  perticulin 
she  seems  to  constitute  a  being  of  a  middle  class,  betueeeths 
uprilfMtt  who  places  iu  pleasure  In  oiisleadiug  and  tnnneBtJTr 
mortals,  and  the  benevolent  Fairy  of  tlie  East,  who  anifem'f 
guides,  aidw,  and  supports  tliem. 

Either,  however,  the  antlior  exeeated  hk  pnrrose  ivdMa- 
ently,or  the  public  did  not  approve  of  it ;  for  the  Whits  hitj 
of  Avenel  was  far  frtim  being  popular.  He  dnr*  iif»l  now  rata 
the  present  statement,  in  Uie  view  of  arruing  n^nden  iiiiei 
more  favourable  opinion  on  the  subjisr.t,  but  mert-ly  «itbllM 
purpose  of  exculfiating  himself  from  the  charjre  of  having«i» 
tonly  intruded  into  Uie  narrative  a  being  of  inenn»iste&tpow«i 
and  pmiten^ities. 

In  tlw  delineation  of  anothirr  chararicr,  the  author  of  At 
Monastery  failed,  where  he  lioned  for  some  surreas.  A*  nnthiif 
is  so  successful  a  subject  of  ridicule  as  tlie  faNhionabie  fbliicsd 
tlie  time,  it  oecurnid  to  him  that  tlie  more  serious  scenes  of  ba 
narrative  might  be  relieved  by  the  humour  of  a  cavalieroof  dK 
age  of  Queen  Elizalieth.  In  every  period,  the  attempt  to  fa 
and  maintain  the  highest  rank  of  society,  has  ilepended  ottte 
powerof  assuminr  and  supporting  a  certain  fashionable  k«f 
of  HtTectalion,  usually  connected  with  some  Tivacily  of  tiM 
and  energy  of  character,  but  distinguistietl  at  the  sane  tjawlf 
a  tninsceiidant  flight,  beyond  sound  reason  and  commoamie: 
botli  fhculties  too  vulgar  to  be  admitted  into  the  eslimais* 
one  wlio  claims  to  be  esteemed  "  a  choice  spirit  of  the  iff." 
Thcs*^  in  their  dilTerent  phases,  constitute  rtie  gallaafet  of  llM 
day.  whooe  boast  it  is  to  drive  tho  whima  of  fhshraa  iot» 
tremity. 

On  o!I  occasions,  the  mannera  of  the  aorerefgn,  the  caoit 
and  the  time,  mu^t  give  the  tone  to  the  peculiar  descrip'iaatf 
qualities  by  which  thoM?  who  would  attain  tlie  hei^t  of  faahiM 
must  seek  to  distinguish  tttemselvos.  Tho  reign  of  ElioM^ 
iMMiig  iliHtof  a  maiden  queen,  was  distinguished  bythedK» 
rum  of  the  cnniXwn,  and  ostiecially  the  aflc-ctation  of  the  d«C^ 
ost  riefep.>nce  ui  the  Hivereign.  After  the  arknowledgm^l  4 
the  Queen's  matchleiM  perfections,  the  same  devotion  vaso* 
tended  to  beauty  as  it  ezjuied  among  the  lesser  stars  m  hm 
court,  H  ho  sparkled,  a-*  it  was  the  mode  to  eay,  by  lier  reflsctrt 
lustre.  It  is  tnie,  that  gallant  knighu  no  hwger  voitrfd  is 
Heaven,  the  peacock,  and  tlm  laditn,  to  uerform  sone  tat  of 
extravagant  chi\-n)ry.  in  whicli  they  endangered  the  lncstf 
others  Oil  well  as  their  own :  but  although  Uieir  ehivalm^die 
(ilays  of  iiersonal  eallantry  seldom  went  farther  in  Eliabtth^ 
d-iyx  than  the  tiltyard.  wliere  barricades,  called  bamen,  r*^ 
vented  tlie  nhock  of  the  horses,  and  limited  the  display  of  ibe 
cnvftliers'  nkill  to  the  comparatively  safe  encounter  of  HMt 
lances  the  laneuaee  of  the  lovers  to  their  ladies  was  still  it  the 
exalted  terms  which  Amedis  would  liave  addressed  to  Oriui. 
before  onmuntering  a  dragon  Ibr  her  sake.  Tliis  toneof  nsM^ 
tic  gallnniry  found  a  clever  but  conceited  author,  to  redaeritti 
a  si«cio8  of  constitution  and  form,  and  lay  down  tho  ooatlr 
manner  of  conversation,  in  a  pedantic  book,  called  Euphoaiial 
his  England.  Of  \\\\*,  a  brief  account  is  given  io  the  lni,li 
which  it  may  now  bo  proper  to  make  some  additiona. 

The  extravagance  of  Euphuism,  or  a  symbolical  juguB  4 
the  same  class,  predominates  in  tho  romances  of  CalpnMii 
und  Kcud«.-ri.  which  were  read  for  the  amusement  uT  tbe  to 
sex  of  France  during  the  long  reign  of  Luuia  XIV..  and  ma 
supposed  let  contain  tlie  only  legitimate  laDguage  of  love  ni 
gallantrv.  In  this  reign  they  oncouotered  the  satire  of  Jl*  " — 
and  Biiileau.  A  similar  disorder,  spreading  into  private  m 
fonncd  the  ground  of  the  aflectod  dialogue  of  the  Prwirs  . 
they  were  styloii,  who  formed  tho  coterie  of  the  Hotel  de  1 
bouiUet.  and  ufliirded  Moliere  matter  for  his  admirable  c 
Les  Prtcleu/es  RUtkuUs.  In  England,  tho  humour  doca  aoi  mm 
to  Tuivc  long  lurvived  tho  accession  of  James  L 

The  author  liod  the  vanity  to  think  that  a  character.  whMl 
peculiarities  should  turn  on  extnvanuces  whieli  wcm  oast 
universally  nuhionable.  might  be  read  in  a  fictitious  story  wA 
a  good  cluinco  of  affording  amusement  to  the  existing  gtaM" 
tion,  who,  fiNfid  as  they  are  of  looking  hack  on  the  actwasial 
manners  of  their  anoe-i tors,  might  be  also  supposed  to  bcsssr 
siblo  of  tlicir  absurdities.  He  most  ftiriy  acknowledge  that  bt 
was  disapjiointcd,  and  that  the  Enphuist.  tkr  from  being  ic- 
c^»untcd  a  well  drawn  and  humorous  character  uf  the  pcnoC 
wao  condemned  as  unnatural  and  absurd. 

It  would  lio  easy  to  account  for  this  fhilnre.  by  supposiDg  tua 
defect  to  arise  fh>m  the  autlior's  want  of  skill,  and.  frebsl'-r* 
many  rea<!eTs  may  not  be  inclined  to  look  further,  mii.  as  tl« 
author  hunself  can  scarc(;Iy  be  supposed  wiUing  toacqaiesc^a 
IliU  final  .... ^ .- 

susicct, 

jert  was  _-_^ 

treating  it,  lay  the  ^aource  of  the  want  of  anccei*. 

The  manners  of  a  rude  people  are  alwav*  founded  oa  oatoiib 
an<l  tliereforo  the  flpeliags  of  a  mora  polisTiod  generatioa  imm0- 
diatcly  sympathize  with  them.  We  need  no  numervos  doU^ 
no  antiquarian  dissertationi.  to  enable  the  moat  ignonni  to  tt- 
,  cttC^M^Mt  iiie»XaBA\a  iBd  Aiettafi  of  tiM  eharactcnof  UoMi . 


iiiinr  nunseii  can  scarcely  ocsuppoaca  wiiung  to  acqaiese*  ■ 
lU  final  cause,  if  any  otiicr  can  bie  allowed,  he  lias  bevn  led  la 
isi«ct,  that,  contrary  to  what  he  originally  s«ipposed,4iis  w^ 
rt  was  injudiciously  chosen,  in  which,  and  not  in  hit  BMisai 
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ra  but.  at  Leer  nys,  to  itrip  off  onr  lendinft— to  tmt  aside 
ttitiuu*  principln  and  adommenU  which  we  have  leoeived 
lur  c«>iDparau«-ol7  artificial  lyitem  of  aociety,  and  our  na- 
ralinre  are  in  uniton  with  thow  of  the  bard  of  Chios  and 
irtiea  who  hve  in  hia  varies.  It  it  the  same  with  a  froat 
r  llw  narrativei  or  ray  flnend  Mr.  Coopar.  We  iorini«Uiim 
liM  Indian  chief*  and  back-woodtmen,  and  acknowledffe. 
chamcteri  wliich  he  proaenti  to  lu,  the  aaine  truth  of 
I  nature  by  whidi  wc  ihould  feel  ourselvea  influencefl  if 
in  the  Mme  condition.  80  nuich  ii  thii  the  cane,  that 
I  it  ■'•  ditncult,  or  almoiit  impoMible,  to  reclaim  a  Mvagc, 
'«»ni  hi*  youth  to  war  and  the  chase,  to  the  restraints  and 
tics  of  civili7«d  life,  nothing  is  more  easy  or  oommon, 

0  find  men  who  have  been  educated  in  all  the  habiu  aod 
rta  of  improved  society,  willing  to  excbance  them  fur  the 
abours  of  Uie  hunter  and  tlie  fislior.    The  very  arouiw- 

most  purMied  and  relished  by  men  of  all  ranks,  whose 
tutions  permit  active  ezerrists  are  huntini ,  flsliinir,  and  in 
instances,  war.  the  natural  and  necMnary  business  of  tlie 

1  of  Drydcn,  where  his  hero  talks  of  bomf 

■     ■'"  Am  frw  If  natarc  firtt  made  man, 
When  wild  in  wooda  Um  nubic  UTace  ran." 

althouch  the  occupations,  end  even  the  sentinMntiof  hu- 
eings  in  a  primitive  state,  find  accers  and  interest  in  tlie 
of  Uic  more  civilized  part  of  the  siwcies,  it  docs  not 
ore  friHow,  that  tlin  national  tastes,  opinions,  and  follies, 
I  civilized  (H-riod,  should  aflbrd  either  tlie  same  interest  or 
une  amusement  to  tlioso  ofuinotlior.  These  generally, 
driven  to  extravagance,  are  founded  not  upon  any  natural 
proper  to  the  species,  but  upon  tiie  gniwth  of  some  pccu- 
ist  of  aflTitctation,  with  which  mankind  in  general,  and 
iding  generations  in  particular,  feel  no  common  interest 
ipailiy.  Tlie  extravajiranees  of  coxcombry  in  manners  and 
ilare  indeed  tiie  legitimate,  and  often  the  successful  ob- 
if  satire,  during  the  time  when  they  exist  In  evidence  of 
lieotrical  critics  may  observe  how  many  dramatic  jeux 
i  are  well  reeeived  every  season,  because  the  satirist  level i 
oe  well-known  or  fhshionablo  absurdity ;  or,  in  the  dra- 
phrase,  "  shoots  folly  as  it  flios."  But  when  the  peculiar 
r  folly  keepa  the  wing  no  longer,  it  is  reckoned  but  waste 
vder  to  pour  a  discharge  of  ridicule  on  what  has  ceased 
It ;  and  the  pieces  in  which  such  for|mtten  atwordities 
id4  ilw  subject  of  ridicule.  M\  quietly  mto  oblivion  with 
Hies  which  gave  them  flishion,  or  only  conrinoe  to  exist 
scene,  hrrause  they  contain  some  other  more  permanent 
It  than  that  which  connects  them  witli  roaimers  and  fol- 
a  temporary  chancter. 

I,  perhaps,  aflbrds  a  reason  why  the  comedies  of  Ben  Jon- 
lunded  upon  system,  or  what  the  am  termed  humours,— 
inh  was  moant  factitious  and  alfccted  eharaeten,  super* 
td  on  Uiat  which  whs  common  to  the  rest  of  their  raoc,— 
e  of  acute  satire,  deep  scholarship,  and  strong  sense,  do 
<w  afford  general  irieasuro,  but  are  confined  to  the  elosct 
antiquary,  whose  studies  have  assured  him  that  the  per- 
M  of  the  dramatist  were  once,  though  they  are  now  no 
,  portraits  of  existing  nature. 

OS  cake  another  example  of  our  hypothesis  fVom  Shaks- 
liiraself,  who,  of  all  authors,  drew  his  portmits  for  all  ages. 
ttw  whole  sum  of  the  idolatry  which  aflRBCts  us  at  his 
tlie  maM  of  read«>n  peruse,  without  amusement,  tlio  cha- 
I  formed  on  Die  extravaimnces  of  temporary  fashion ;  and 
iphuut  Don  Armado.  the  pisdant  Holofemes,  even  Nym 
istnl,  ore  read  witli  little  pleasure  by  the  mass  of  the  pub- 
ing  portraits  nf  which  we  cannot  recognise  the  humour, 
K  the  originals  no  longer  exiat  In  like  manner,  while 
itresses  of  Romeo  and  Juliet  continoe  to  intertat  every 
I,  Mereutio.  drawn  as  un  accurate  representation  of  the 
id  fine  ginitleman  of  the  period,  and  as  such  received  by 
tiiiiu-^:.i  LL.'t'!"''Qi'/'i  'i;  v'MMampnraries,  has  SO  little  to 
H  iiif-  v'f^^n  t  AfCn  iiifii,  fUtiwd  of  all  his  pons  and  quirks 
mJ  wti.  hr-  only  ivbiiii  hir  pince  in  the  scene,  in  virtue  of 
[m  and  fsnciriil  riwech  Mpon  fireaming,  which  belongs  to 
tinilai'  It  go  I  and  beriiiue  Jua  im  «  persooago  whoae  presence 
^ihsndblD  tft  the  pfoL 

hav«  aln>ai]y  ^m^euted  perbnps  too  (kr  an  argument,  the 
icy  of  whicrh  IE  10  prcfrvn  'linL  the  introduction  of  an  hu- 
,  acting,  tiUe  SlrPitrria  ghafton.  upon  some  forgotten 
mAetB  iiioilt.4  bf  roily,  onci?  ftashionable,  is  rather  likely 


gether.  There  was  no  part  of  the  iMrigue  to  which  deep  inlei^ 
est  was  found  to  apply  ;  and  the  conclusion  wai  brought  about, 
not  by  incidents  arising  out  of  tlie  itory  itself,  but  in  consequence 
of  public  transactions,  with  which  the  narrative  has  little  cou< 
nexion,  and  which  the  reader  liad  little  opportunity  to  become 
acquainted  with. 

This,  if  not  a  poshiveflinlt,  was  yet  a  greet  defect  in  the  Ro> 
mancc.  It  is  true,  that  not  only  the  practire  of  rome  great 
authors  in  this  department,  but  even  the  general  coursH  of  lin* 
man  life  itself,  may  be  quoted  in  favour  of  this  more  obvious, 
and  kiw  artificial  practice,  of  arranginr  a  narrative.  It  is  seldom 
that  the  same  circle  of  personages  who  have  sumrandrd  an  in> 
dividual  athis  first  tMitsct  in  life,  continue  toha%'ean  interest  in 
his  career  till  his  fate  comes  to  a  crisis.  On  tlie  rontmry,  and 
more  especially  if  the  events  of  his  life  be  of  a  varied  character, 
and  worth  communicating  to  others,  or  to  the  world,  the  liKrn's 
later  connexions  are  usually  totally  separated  from  those  with 
whom  Im  began  the  voyage,  but  whom  the  individual  lias  out- 
sailed, or  who  have  drifted  astray,  or  foundered  on  the  passage^ 
This  hackneyed  comparison  holds  jtood  in  another  iHiint  The 
numerous  vessels  of  so  many  diflTKrvnt  sorts,  and  dostiocd  for 
such  diflVront  purposes,  which  arv  launched  in  the  same  mighty 
ocean,  although  eacl^ endeavours  to  pursue  its  own  rourKC.  are 
in  every  case  more  influenced  by  the  winds  and  tidits,  which 
are  common  to  the  element  which  thoyall  navigate,  than  hj 
tltpir  own  separate  exertions.  And  it  is  thus  in  the  world,  that, 
when  tiuman  prudence  lias  done  its  best,  some  general,  M>rhapa 
national  event,  destroys  the  sclifmes  of  the  individual,  as  tlie 
casual  touch  of  a  more  powerfiil  being  sweeps  away  the  web  of 
Uie  spider. 

Many  excellent  romances  have  been  composed  in  this  view 
of  human  life,  where  the  hero  is  conducted  tlirough  a  variety  of 
detaclied  scenes,  in  which  various  agents  appear  and  disappear. 


without,  perhaps,  having  any  permanent  inthicnce  on  the  pro* 
gresa  of  the  story.  Such  is  the  structure  of  Gil  Bias.  Rndenek 
Ilandom.  and  tlie  lives  and  adventures  of  many  otlier  heroes. 


irlaugt^ifr.    WhiFther  o  win;  to  this  theory,  or  whether    _ 

mor^  pimti^e  and  T^robabk  cnUM  of  the  author's fkilure in    tlie  old  Scots  aong, 

tmen (ion  of  fb«  mbi^ct  Up  had  proposed  to  himself,  the 

Able  obipctinn  of  MfnftdwJii  edt  was  applied  to  (ha  Eo- 

.  ••  w«?ll  ■•  ^  (lie  W  title  Udy  of  Avenol ;  and  the  one 

nauwrnd  v  unnatural,  w  hile  tlie  other  was  rejeetad  aa 

a  m  little  in  the  atory  to  atone  for  these  fkStaras  tai  two 
•J  poinU    Tha  incidents  ware  inaitilleiallr  huddled  to- 


who  are  described  as  rurming  through  diflferent  stations  of  life, 
and  encountering  various  adventures,  which  are  only  connected 
with  each  otlier  by  having  ham>cned  to  be  witnrsie«l  by  the 
same  individual,  whose  identity  unites  tliem  togvthcr,  as  the 
string  of  a  necklace  links  tlie  beads,  whidi  are  otiicrwise  da- 
taehed. 

BiK  though  such  an  unconnected  course  of  adventum  ia 
what  most  frequently  occurs  in  nature,  yet  the  prnvince  of  tlia 
romance  writer  being  artificial,  there  is  more  required  from  him 
than  a  mere  compliance  with  tlie  sunplicity  of  reality.— just  aa 
we  demand  fh>m  the  scientific  gardener,  that  lie  shall  arrange, 
in  curious  knots  and  artificial  parterres,  the  flowers  which  "  na- 
ture boon"  distributes  f>eely  on  hill  and  dale.  Fieldinr.  accord- 
Ingljr,  in  most  of  his  oovhIs.  but  especially  in  Tom  Jonos.  hia 
eH^f-d'temre,  has  set  the  distingnislied  example  of  a  stoiy  regu- 
lany  built  and  ronsistimt  in  all  ita  parts,  in  which  nothing 
occurs,  and  scarce  a  penwiiago  is  introduced,  that  has  not  soma 
share  in  tending  to  advance  the  calaslroplie. 

To  demand  equal  corrertneos  and  fellcit/  in  those  who  may 
follow  in  the  track  of  that  illustrious  novelist,  would  be  to  fetter 
too  much  the  power  of  giving  pleasure,  by  surrounding  it  w  iih 
penal  rules ;  since  of  this  sort  of  liRht  literature  it  moy  be  espe- 
cially said— /OH/  genre  at  permU,  kors  U  gtnn  tnnityevx.  Still, 
however,  the  more  doselir  and  happily  the  story  is  combined, 
and  the  mora  nabiral  and  feliritous  the  cetastrophe,  the  nearer 
such  a  compoiition  will  approach  the  perfection  of  the  novel- 
ist's art :  nor  can  an  author  neglect  this  braneJi  of  liis  profession, 
without  incurring  proportional  censure. 

For  such  censure  the  Monastery  gave  but  too  much  occaaion. 
Tlie  intrigue  of  the  Romance,  neither  very  interesting  in  itsdf, 
nor  very  happily  detailed,  is  at  length  finally  disenungled  by 
the  breaking  out  of  national  hostilities  between  England  and 
Scotland,  and  the  as  sudden  renewal  of  the  truce.  Instaneaa  of 
this  kind,  it  is  true,  oarniot  in  reality  have  been  uncommon,  but 
the  resorting  to  such,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  catastrophe, 
as  by  a  tow  i^farei,  was  objected  to  as  inartificial,  and  not  per- 
fectly intellifible  to  the  general  reader. 

Still  the  Monastery,  though  exposed  to  severe  and  just  criti- 
cism, did  not  fliil,  judging  from  the  extent  of  Its  circulation,  to 
have  some  interest  for  the  public.  And  this,  too,  was  accordinc 
to  the  ordinary  course  of  sueli  matters ;  for  it  very  seldom  hap- 
pens that  literary  reputation  is  gained  by  a  single  ellbrt,  and  atUl 
more  rarely  is  it  lost  by  a  solitary  miscarriage. 

The  author,  themfbre,  had  his  days  of  graoa  allowed  him. 
and  time  if  he  pleased,  to  comfort  hinaelf  with  the  bunknoff 


••  Iflt  hn  «« 
We'll  bob  U  s 


A»aoT  wrong, 
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CAPTAIN  CLUTTERBUCK, 

LATE  OF  UIS  MAJESTY'S REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY, 

TO 

THE  AUTHOR  OF  "WAVERLEY." 


Sir. 
A I  iKO'^nn  I  An  not  prcri'nri  to  rho  pinnsure  uf  your  pcreonnl 
a.viuaintiiiire,  like  mMiiv  wiium  I  li«>lli:vu  ro  bo  i>qually  jitrui^Trf 
to  you,  1  am  iM-^-i'rtlic|t>i9  intrn'wiiftt  in  your  iHiblicatiunn,  and 
(liHiir^  llirir  cnntinuancK  ;-Hiot  ili.it  I  jirvit-ml  lo  iiiiicii  I'dftv  in 
(irtitiuiu  •■^iiiiiKHitiiiii.  or  that  I  oiu  npt  to  be  tnicre^tcii  lu  your 

friiw  HRcmis,  or  ainiixt'd  by  tli>>K«  wiiirh  are  mRfint  tu  bc>  livi-ly. 
will  nut  liiiiciiiMt  f'rtuii  ynu,  tiiat  I  liiive  yawiRHl  ovur  llic  loitt 
interview  eii'  .\larl%-ijran<l  Ins  Hii.t««r,  ami  Ml  f«irly  iii<ii-i'[i  wliiio 
till*  4<iio(ilnia^iHr  wnn  n>A<liiic  tlie  huinoum  uf  Danilie  Dinmuiit. 
Yipu  *ti*\  kir,  iliu'  I  fcorn  to  •Miiint  yuur  favour  in  a  way  fo 
\i-iiii'lt  you  am  no  yininzi-r.  If  iln.'  puj-'.-ni  1  uiirlo*'?  }ou  are 
wortli  mtOiin;?,  I  will  not  nndi'iivour  lo  r>>ooinmi?niJ  timn  by 
iHTKon.il  tlnltcry.  rk  n  biivl  conk  pours  mii'^Kl  tiuiiiT  u|hmi  ftale 
luh.  No,  Kif!  M'lint  I  reopen  in  you,  la  the  li^ht  yuu  havo 
orramoiiailv  tliniwn  on  national  antiiiuitie*:,  a  i»(udy  whicli  I 
I.  ivt!  riitnin>:nciHi  rallur  Inie  in  lift*,  but  to  which  I  am  attachtMl 
uitli  the  lU'iiiiiiin  uf  a  tirdt  love,  because  it  it  tho  only  btudy  I 
cviT  cartel  u  fHrtliin?  for. 

Vou  rihid!  have  my  lii^tory,  «ir,  (it  will  not  reach  to  three 
volumen.i.  iN-rort;  tliut  of  my  inaniMrript ;  luid  ax  ycm  UhUnlly 
thntw  out  a  It-w  line«  of  voro*.  (iiy  way  of  fekiriiiiMtiur^,  1  KUp- 
)Mi>i!.)  at  tiir  lii-nd  of  v.'xrli  dun-mn  of  pnii^*,  I  Imvt:  had  the 
.ui-k  lo  liL'iit  upon  a  vlanra  iii  the  !Fch<Nilmi«Mifr'H  copy  of  Burnn 
wUir.h  di>»rri!K'4  me  exacOv-  I  loi'i;  it  Ix'ttcr,  Itecauiw  it  wa« 
iri:!inatly  drMtrnt-d  for  Capiani  (iro^^H.  im  e\c*-.IU'iil  aiilii|uury. 
thmiffh.  tlkl^yuurKeii',  buincwhat  too  apttu  treat  witliluvtly  htH 
u«n  pursuits: 

'Ti*«i!  tie  wftpa  »o|"W  >'r*il, 

Am'I  '||i«  wal  I  tihiT  I'-iVn  ih.in  flnl  ; 

B  II  iijw  lie  Um  i]-in  tiic  «ii>.ri!a  W.-Mht 
.111  I  •!'::.»Kin  »ail«t, 

An>I  ta'cD  the— anti'i  i  '.r.mi  und^, 
1  t.iiiu  itii-y  cnil  ii. 
I  wnxr  could  conceive  what  intluenccd  im».  when  a  boy,  in 
tJie  choice  of  n  pnii'it.»ion.  Military  xeal  and  ardour  it  wax 
nut.  whirli  made  nie  MtMiid  out  for  a  roinnii»iKion  in  tlie  Scot< 
Fiunh'-rH.  Hheii  my  inlor«  and  curators  winlied  to  bind  me  ai»- 
prentice  lo  nla  David  SuIm.  fU-rk  to  lii«  Maji.'H»y'<  c«:)meL  I 
My,  milit.ary  7^.'il  it  was*  nnt:  for  I  wais  no  tishtnir  boy  in  my 
own  periHin,  iind  enr(-d  not  a  iwnny  to  niid  the  hiHtory  of  the 
nrrticM  who  tiinied  tlie  world  iii>!>id«;  ilown  m  fonrer  accfl.  Aw 
for  coura.'e,  I  hml.  aii  I  ha\-e  since  dii>coven>d,  juii  aii  much  of 
t  AH  #i>r%cd  my  nirn.  and  not  om-  pram  of  puri'luK.  I  twion  round 
JUt.  init>i:d,  that  iii  nction  ther<*  hou  mor*!!  danrer  in  running 
away  tlian  in  -^laMilinir  fnf>i;  ;iiitl  tH^ide*.  I  coiiid  not  atl'ord  to 
(M.;  my  rominii'4ion.  \ihich  wn«  my  chief  nieami  of  mipiMirL 
Rur.  a^  ftir  that  overboiling  vnlour.  which  1  have  heard  many  of 
p.'in  talk  of,  thniirh  I  N*ldoin  ob«r%fd  that  it  intlwncvd  them 
m  the  actual  atHiir— that  exnlK>nint  re'il,  which  eourtM  Damrer 
a<  n  bride,— truly  my  counti^u  wa^  of  a  cofupk-xion  mucli  Uma 

»C]it.ltlCJll. 

A  cam,  the  love  of  a  red  coat,  nhirh.  in  Hcfnult  of  all  other 
aptitiidoH  to  the  I'rofi-Mion.  hnii  made  many  a  bad  it«>ldicr  and 
roiiie  ?iH)d  I'liifA.  wfi^  nn  niter  «tnintr«*r  to  my  disrKHition.  1 
rircd  not  a  'limlk"  f<ir  the  i-om|s-iny  of  the  mii>^ed:  Nay, 
'honrik  ilien'  ^^:^^*  n  hoard  in  2r-4,*hool  in  the  village,  and  thoush 
WL>  u«'d  ro  ini>«;t  with  Us  fair  iiiiiinte*  at  Simon  Liphtfoot'« 
wii'kly  PracTixiMr.  1  cannot  n>collrirt  any  ritroiifemotionii  be- 
in?  evi:iif<i  ill  tiii'*^  ocH^i'iU't.  ■•xce[itiiie  the  intiiiiic  renret 
With  whirii  I  w<*iir  throuffh  itie  (Nilitii  cer(>m'iniui  of  prvw^nt- 
IMS  iii>  p.irfner  *viih  an  man?.'.  tlin»t  into  my  pocket  by  my 
limit  for  ilii4  hj-i'fial  purijo*..  i>ut  which.  Iiftd  I  dored,  I  cer- 
t.iitili-  uiiiiid  hjv»'  ^creleil  I'-ir  myouii  perMinnI  u^e.  A«  for 
viini!v.  or  loi.'  of  tin*  ry  lor  itwli".  I  wan  -uch  a  Ktranper  to  it. 
that  the  dithrulry  was  irreat  to  innko  me  brui>li  my  coat,  and 
a-  if-ar  in  pfiijM-r  iriin  m>.«n  parade.  I  ritmll  nevi  r  for^n't  the 
r-l>uU'>  of  my  o!il  L'niond  on  a  inorniny  when  the  Kinir  riiview- 
etl  a  !inradi>  of  which  oun  inad<!  part.  "1  am  no  friend  to  fx- 
ti.iv:i:;.mc",  Knsiini  Cliitti-rbnck."  «aid  lie:  "but.  on  the  day 
Hhen  lie  v  to  piiiii  bffont  the  .SovinMi.ni  of  the  kinirdom,  in 
Ihi-  naoKf  of  (iod  I  would  have  at  iiiiitt  vhown  liim  an  luch  of 
«li  an  linen." 

T'.iMf.  n  Mran?er  to  all  tho  ordinary  motive*  which  lead 
young  mfii  tn  iiuiki'  th'*  anny  tiio:r  choii-f,  and  without  the 
/vu.%t  h-*iiv-  to  bfi-t'iw  I  ithrT  a  hero  or  a  dandy,  I  n-ally  do  not 
rmow  what  dtU'.ruamit  my  (iiousUttf  thai  way,  unlMa  il  won  i 


tlie  happy  Rtat*;  of  half-pay  indolence  enjoyed  by  Captain  Doi- 
little,  who  had  Hit  up  hi«  Htntf  of  ra^t  in  my  native  »i.iaa 
Kv>>ry  other  p<-riuin  had.  or  ^^eml!d  to  iiave,  aomellnnf  luS 
ii.-HH  or  moru.  Tliey  dnl  nut  iiidei-.il  iirecincly  gu  t>  ichrMil  km 
learn  ta«kfl.  that  la^l  of  et  iIn  in  my  entiination  :  but  ii  d;d  »rt 
«-Hc.*ip4r  my  b»>ivh  obnervation,  tJiat  tliey  vi*:re  ail  bothMl 
with  lomeihin^  or  other  hk*)  duty  or  labour— all  hut  tii*  lia(-ff 
Captain  D<k)|iiiIo.  Tito  milliliter  had  tii«  iiftrwh  toviut.  aai 
hi»  preaehinit  to  prei>are,  thouirh  )iorhnp«i  lie  maile  rick  fiM 
than  }i«  m»:dcd  about  i  olli.  The  lairti  liad  hi«  fannnit  aoA 
inipnA-ing  oiierati«iiiH  to  raiierintend ;  and,  be^idcfe,  tu'  liad  !• 
atu>nd  iruntec  mtwtinrn,  and  lieuirnancy  meatinrt,  rmd  bca^ 
courta.  and  meetiiiir*  of  ju.tice4,  and  wlwt  not— wa«  a*  I'trly op^ 
(that  1  dete«ted^  and  a«  much  in  the  oiiua  air,  wet  and  diy,ai 
iiiit  own  f  neve.  Tlie  nhoiikeeper  itlie  viltope  iMjatte-J  but  oat 
of  eininencci  iitood  indoeil  iiretty  much  at  hid  ea^bi  bfchiadhil 
cininter,  for  hi»  cuKtom  uan  by  no  nieanii  ovorburdeaforae ;  bat 
Ktill  ho  eniojed  hi4  itatus,  a*  the  llatliic  cail«  it,  upon  condh 
lion  of  tunibiins  all  the  warea  in  hiu  bootli  ovrrand  otiir,  vhit 
any  one  cIum>c  to  wont  a  yard  oi*  muit'in,  a  muuMtrap,  ao  ona 
of  caruwayit,  a  imiiur  of  piiM,  the  c^ermon*  of  Mr.  P&lce.  uf 
the  Lite  of  Jack  the  Giantauellrr.  (not  Killer,  mt  wulif 
emuieouiily  written  and  prtnouncud.- Sec  my  tMay  on  tiictnii 
boifciry  of  thi»  worlliy.  wlwre  real  facta  lia«e  iu  a  fiecaharda- 
irrec  been  obscured  by  fable.)  In  nhort,  all  in  tlie  viKarr  ««! 
uiid»ir  tlio  nece«hiiy  of  dom^  foinethiny  which  tliey  wuab!  la- 
th<>r  havo  |i>ft  undone,  exrepiinirCoiitainDoolittle,  wlu>waU(c< 
cti'ry  mominfT  in  the  o|ien  tftieet.  which  rurmcd  tlie  hifhrnib 
of  our  villutze,  in  a  bluo  coat  with  n  red  fkeck,  and  plj'jrd  at ' 
wiitnithewlioli^exeiiinir.  wlicnhecouldmakeupa  i>arty.  Thii 
hapiiy  vacuity  uf  all  employment  ap)«arcd  to  no  oo  delieiiM^ 
ttiat  It  became  tlie  primary  hint,  which,  according  tu  tlie  fjt- 
tern  uf  Melvetiu4.  a«  the  minii^lcr  wyt,  iletrrmineil  my  iow 
tali'nu  toward*  the  profetoiion  1  waa  dentined  lo  illu^rate. 

Hill  who,  alait,  can  form  a  iunt  estimate  of  their  (\uiut  pm^ 
f>eclis  in  tliM  deceitful  world!  I  waa  not  lonf  eiiraged io ■! 
iMtw  pnifcMion.  Iiefore  I  dmcovered,  that  if  Uic  ind«[<>adHil  ui- 
doleni-c  uf  half -pa  v  waj'  a  iiarHdix«.  tlie  officer  muat  paM  Ibroogk 
the  pur^tory  of  duty  and  «erviro  in  order  to  cain  atimiMMm  ti 
It.  C<tpuiin  Doulittlu  nii«!lit  Lruftli  his  blue  cuat  iriihtlieRi 
n«!ck,  or  leave  it  unbnuhed,  at  his  picaaure :  but  Rnjiicn  Clat- 
terbuck  liad  no  audi  option.  Captain  Dooliltle  mi^tt  fO  U 
iH-d  at  ten  o'clock,  if  he  had  a  mind ;  but  Uio  Eavin  dibiI 
make  Hm  rounds  in  Iii«  turn.  What  wai  wor^e,  Uie  Capuia 
misht  rti[ioiu  under  the  ttKter  of  hin  tcnt-bcd  until  num,  if  bl 
wn!4  Ml  pleiiiHMl;  but  the  Eoficn.  God  help  him,  liad  to  af'pcir 
ur>'.in  |«ratte  at  pfMip  of  day.  An  fur  duty,  I  nade  tliat  a«ca« 
an  I  could,  hod  the  iwrgi-nnt  to  whivpcr  to  me  Uie  wordi  lil 
command,  and  bu«tiod  throuirh  ai  other  Tolka  did.  Of  m- 
\\cv,  I  faw  onoucli  fur  an  indolent  man— waa  bufTetrd  ap  asi 
down  the  world,  and  vi«iied  both  tlie  Enal  and  Wert  Indiu, 
lUrypt,  and  other  dibtimt  phct>«,  winch  my  youth  liad  icacn 
ilrcamcd  »f.  The  French  I  miw,  aiitl  felt  too ;  witiH'aii  two  fxr 
pern  of  my  rifhl  luind.  which  one  of  their  cuned  litiMan!Aek 
olY  with  luN  aabre  u«  neatly  on  an  hoiipital  lurfeoii.  At  liiflH 
the  death  of  an  old  aunt,  who  left  me  somo  fifliten  h«i^t4 
]N*untii«,  Mniif ly  vciitcd  in  the  ihrei>  per  c^nta,  mve  me  the  LiKif- 
wmhed-for  oppoilunity  of  rrtiriiiff,  witli  tliu  prua;«cl  oteByT' 
iiie  a  clean  unirt  and  a  iniir>ea  four  timeaa-week  at  lea*<L 

For  the  i>ur|>oiH;  of  conuneneini;  my  new  way  of  liA*.  I  »  . 
lected  for  my  r«>aideiir^  the  village  of  KenimQUhair,  in  the  Mitk 
of  r^cotland,  celebrated  for  the  rum*  of  ita  mafnificeiit  Mueat 
tery,  itiiendmp  there  to  lead  my  future  life  in  tho  aim  noi 
dteiiitatt  of  half  pay  an  J  annuity.  I  wa«  not  lonz.  Iiowrvir  i 
makinir  the  crnnd  diRco\x'ry.  that  in  order  lo  enjoy  leumre.  it  si 
obKolurely  neceiwarr  it  fhould  Ik>  preceded  by  CM'cupalion  Foi 
Mime  time,  it  waa  delipiitful  to  woke  at  daybreak,  dnvuninf  «f 
the  reveille— then  to  recollect  my  happy  emancipatioa  fnw 
the  viavery  that  doomeJ  me  to  atnrt  at  a  pieee  of  clattenri 
IKirchment,  turn  iin  my  otlier  fide,  dimn  tlie  parade,  and  f^  ta 
Meep  amin.  But  even  thia  enjoyrrumt  had  ita  tenninatioa  \ 
and  time,  when  it  became  a  utock  entirely  at  niy  own  diapoMl 
ot'ifan  to  bane  heavy  on  my  hand. 

I  oniried  fur  two  day^  durinir  which  Iirm  float  twmty  lionkiL 
and  M'vi'ral  neon'*  of  yard*  of  put  and  hoe,  and  caucht  nuini-* 
a  minnow.  Huiitinf!  waa  out  of  the  qw^tiun.  for  tli<*  «ttnaadi 
ot  a  UoiM  \>i  n»  owaiij^.^Tj^gft  i^yiU^ 4ia«^»r.«al 
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,  the  ■hephercb  and  itlouchmen.  and  mjr  very  dor, 
Bvvrjr  time  that  I  miuod,  which  wua,  gvnftrallr 
nry  tinrw  I  fired.  Beside*,  the  country  rentlcmcD 
•r  like  Uieir  tname,  and  bciran  to  talk  of  pront'cu- 
crdictii.  1  did  not  five  up  flfhlin^  the  Frvnr.h  to 
domeritie  war  witli  the  "  pleamnt  men  of  'l^jviot- 
«onK  call*  ttiem :  ko  I  e'en  spent  tliree  day*  (vf^ry 
I  cleaninf  my  gtin,  and  diipoiiny  it  upoa  two 
ay  chimney-piece. 

«  of  thii  acr.idcntal  experiment  »et  mo  on  tryinf 
the  meclianical  art*.  Accordingly,  I  took  down 
my  landlady '*  cnckoo-cUick,  and  w  to  doing,  n 
companion  of  the  pprinr  for  e^'er  ai\(l  a  day.  ) 
iminr  lathe,  and,  in  attcmptine  tn  um  It,  I  very 
Mi  otT.  withian  Inch-and-lialf  fonner,  one  of  Uio 
I  the  huwar  had  left  mo. 

ed,  both  tliofic  of  fJic  little  cireulatinf  library,  and 
I  rational-fubicripiinn  collection  mointained  by 
ual  people.  But  neither  the  lirht  reading  of  the 
heavy  artillery  iif  tlie  otiior,  nuited  my  nurpooe. 
oolecp  at  tlie  fourth  or  fifth  pn^e  of  hiitory  or  di4- 
1(1  it  took  me  a  month'*  hard  readini;  to  wad« 
If-bound  tra*hy  novel,  durinf  wliich  I  was  pcftercd 
tion*  to  return  the  volume*,  by  every  half-bred 
K*  about  tlie  place.  In  *hort,  duriti*  tlie  hour* 
town  boiidea  liad  somothinc  to  do,  1  had  notliinf 
walk  in  the  churchyard,  and  whiktle  till  it  wa* 

•e  promenados,  the  Ruin*  necesvarily  forced  them- 

aticntion,  and,  by  derreeii,  I  found  myiielf  engaf 
np  tiiQ  more  mmute  ornament*,  and  at  lenctli  the 
,  of  thi*  noble  Rtructurc.  The  old  sexion  aided 
ind  gave  me  hi*  portion  of  traditional  lore.  Every 
imetiiinff  to  my  *tock  of  knowledge  re*|)ccting  the 

of  tlic  buildmc ;  and  at  Icncth  1  niide  diKcnvoriei 
he  |nirpo*e  of  mveial  detached  and  very  ruinous 
t,  tlie  0*0  of  which  had  hitherto  been  either  un- 
ether,  or  erroneously  explamed. 
,cd|^  which  1  thus  acquirc-d  I  had  Ov<iuent  oppnr- 
atailing  to  those  vixiturs  whom  the  progiess  of  n 
r  brought  to  visit  this  celebrated  spot  Without 
on  the  privilege  of  my  friend  the  sexton,  I  become 
assistant  Cicerone  in  the  task  of  description  and 

and  often  (SMMiig  a  fresh  party  of  visitor*  arrive] 
d  over  to  me  those  to  whom  ho  had  told  iialf  his 
he  flattering  observation,  "  What  nends  1  say  ony 
.1  There's  the  Captain  Icen*  mair  anent  it  than 
nan  in  the  town."  Then  would  I  salute  the  stran- 
isly,  and  expatiate  to  their  a^tonislied  minds  upon 
laiiocls,  anti  naves,  arches,  Gotliic  and  Haxon  arch' 
ion*  and  flying  buttrcMOs.  It  not  infrequently  hop- 
on  acquaintance  wliicli  rominenccd  in  tlie  Abney 

the  inn,  which  served  to  relinve  the  solitude  as 
monotony  of  my  landlady's  *)iouldcr  of  mutton, 
It.  cold,  or  haiihed. 

my  mind  becamn  enlarged;  1  found  a  book  or  two 

itened  me  on  the  subject  of  Gothic  architecture, 

w  with  pleasure,  bei'.ausc  I  was  interoKted  in  what 

Even  my  cliaracter  bogon  to  dilate  and  expend. 

more  authority  at  the  club,  and  was  listened  tu 
z*i,  because  on  one  subiect,  at  least.  1  iiossessed 
stion  than  any  of  it*  members,  indeed,  I  found 
y  stories  about  Egypt,  which,  to  say  (ruth,  were 
readbore,  were  now  listened  lo  with  more  respect 
r.  "The  Captain."  tliey  said,  "had  soroothing  in 
—there  vrere  ftw  folk  kend  sae  mickle  about  the 

general  approbation  waxed  my  own  sense  of  self- 
and  my  fbcling  of  general  comfort  I  ate  with 
;,  1  digested  with  more  ease,  I  lay  doun  at  nicht 
1  slept  sound  till  morning,  when  I  arose  with  a 
'  imjiortance,  and  liied  me  to  nH^anire,  to  examine, 
are  tlie  various  part*  of  this  iiitereiiting  struct uro. 
e  and  consciousness  of  certain  unpleasant  sensa- 
ndexcript  natnrc,  about  mpr  head  and  stomach,  to 
lecn  in  tho  habit  of  attending,  more  for  tlie  benpfit 
»  apothecary  tlion  my  own,  for  the  pure  want  of 
M  to  think  about  I  had  found  out  an  occupation 
and  was  liappy  because  I  had  something  to  do. 
had  commenced  local  antiquary,  and  was  not  un- 
snamo. 

u  in  this  pleasing  career  of  busy  idleness,  for  ao 
*st  be  called,  it  happened  that  I  was  one  night  sit- 
tie  parlour,  adjacent  to  Uie  closet  which  my  land- 
beoroom,  in  the  act  of  preparing  for  an  early  re- 
ealms  of  Morpheus.  Duedalo's  Monnaticon,  bor- 
he  library  at  A — -■  wan  lying  on  the  table  before 
ly  some  excellent  Cheshire  cheese,  (a  present,  by 
n  aa  honest  London  citizen,  to  whom  I  had  ex- 
iflerenco  betwixt  a  Gothic  nnd  a  Saxon  arch,)  and 
nderliagen's  best  ale.  Thus  armed  at  all  points 
d  easniy  Time,  I  was  leisurely  and  delieioualy  pre- 
>d— now  reading  a  line  of  old  Dncdale— now  sip- 
nr  munching  my  bread  and  cheese— now  undoing 
t  my  breaches'  knoi.'s,  or  a  button  or  two  of  my 
itit  tlie  villnge  dock  should  strike  ten,  bef^iie 
make  it  a  rule  never  to  go  to  bed.  A  loud  knock- 
interrupted  my  ordinary  process  on  this  oeoasion. 
i  of  my  noni'st  landlord  of  ilic  George  waa  heard 
"  Wtiat  ttic  decvil,  Mrs.  Griraslees,  the  Captain 

^  wms,  snd  it,  the  principal  Inn  In  ths  vlllsgs  of  Ksnna* 
OM.  But  ilir  lan<liard  of  Um  prriud  wm  uut  th*  Mms 
penon  by  whom  the  inn  la  now  krpL  Duvld  Kyla,  a 
rtor  of  no  Utile  imporunftc,  a  flnrl-rate-penoB  of  consc- 
M*«r  belonged  tu  thf  ImMoefi  of  ths  town,  was  Ihs  ori- 
m1  laadlonl  of  Um  ion.  Poor  LtoviH  I  like  many  other 
SO  much  ears  of  piihlia  aftdfs,  u^  ia  sons  d^pas  le 


is  no  m  hfs  bed?  and  a  gmtlemoa  at  our  homs  I . 

fowl  and  minced  coUope,  and  a  bottle  of  olierry,  and  lias  aent  lo 
ask  him  to  supper,  to  tell  him  all  about  the  Abbey." 

"  Na,"  answered  Lunkie  GriRMlees,  in  tlia  true  sleepy  tone  of 
a  Scottish  matron  when  ten  o'clock  is  going  to  strike.^'  Iia'ino 
in  liis  bed,  but  I've  warrant  him  no  gaa  oat  at  this  time  o'  night 
to  keep  folks  aitUng  up  waiting  for  htm— Uie  CapUin's  a  decent 
man." 

1  pininlv  pcTr«{v«d  thfv  tast  compliment  was  made  for  my 
hearing,  br  way  botJi'  of  indieaiiotr  tnd  recommending  tlia 
course  of  runduci  wliicli  Airs.  t^nnoslHs  desired  I  shoultf  pur- 
sue. Buti  hud  Fiot  bwti  knocked  sbobt  the  world  for  thirty 
years  and  hi.£Icj.  and  lived  a  blu^T  bachelor  fil  the  while,  to  coma 
home  and  bo  y^t  andor  petticoat  jfowmraont  by  my  landlntiy. 
Accordingly  1  atiened  my  rliosibt^-door,  and  desired  my  tild 
fripnd  David  to  wntk  up  sujrs- 

"Cniitaio,"  said  di?,  b<  he  rnterffd.  "I  am  as  glad  to  And  you 
up  as  if  1  had  liDukii'd  a  tirciity  ^puitnd  s^umon.  There's  a  ren- 
tlonian  up  yonder  Hint  will  not  itlef^i^  sound  in  his  bed  this  bless- 
ed night,  unleas  he  lias  the  pleasure  to  drink  a  glass  of  wina 
with  you." 

"  You  know,  David,"  I  replied,  with  becoming  dignity.  "  that 
I  cannot  with  propriety  go  out  tn  visit  strangers  at  tins  time  of 
night,  or  accept  of  invitations  fVom  people  of  whom  1  know 
nothing." 

David  swore  a  round  oath,  and  added,  "  Was  aver  the  lika 
heard  off  He  has  ordehid  a  fowl  and  egg  sauce,  a  pancake  and 
minched  enllops,  nnd  a  bottle  of  sherry— D'ye  think  I  wad  coma 
and  ask  you  to  go  to  keep  company  with  ony  bit  EngliKh  rider, 
that  sups  on  toaste<l  cheese,  and  a  eheercr  of  rum-toddy  9 
This  IS  a  gvntleman  e\Try  inch  of  him,  nnd  a  virtuoso,  a  clfnn 
virtuoso— a  snd-coloured  stand  of  elaithes,  and  a  wig  like  tho 
curleil  hack  of  a  mug-ewe.  Tlie  very  first  question  ho  sporred 
was  about  the  auld  drawbridg  that  has  been  at  the  bottom  of 
the  water  thtjse  twnlscorc  years— 1  have  seen  the  fuiidittunia 
when  we  were  sticking  eaumon— And  how  tlw  doovil  sauld  )m 
ktm  ony  thing  about  Uie  auld  drawbrif ,  unless  he  were  a  vir- 
tuoso r* 

David  being  a  virtuoso  in  hi«  own  uray,  and  moreover  a  land* 
holder  and  heritor,  was  a  qualified  judge  of  all  who  frequented 
his  house,  and  therefore  1  could  not  avoid  again  tying  tJie  strings 
of  my  knees. 

"  TlLit's  right.  Captain,"  vociferated  David ;  "  you  twa  will 
be  as  thick  a*  Uiroe  in  a  bed  an  ance  ye  forgaliier.  1  hoena  seen 
the  like  o'  him  uiy  very  sell  since  I  saw  the  great  Doctor  Samuel 
Johnson  on  his  tower  through  Scotland,  whilk  tower  is  lying 
HI  my  back-parlour  for  the  amusement  of  my  guests,  wi'  Uie  twa 
boards  torn  afl*." 

"  Tlien  tlie  gentleman  is  a  scholar.  David  V* 

"I'se  upliaud  him  a  scholar,"  answered  David;  "he  has  « 
black  cont  on,  or  a  brown  one,  at  ony  rate." 

"  Is  he  a  clerfymau  7'*  v 

"  I  am  thinking  no,  for  he  looked  after  his  tiona'a  supper  ba 
fore  he  spoke  o*  his  ain,"  replied  mine  host 

"  Has  he  a  servant  7"  demanded  1. 

"Nac*ur%-ant,"  nnnwered  David:  "but  a  grand  fline  ha  hat 
o'  his  am,  that  wad  gar  ony  body  ba  willing  to  serve  him  thai 
lotiks  upon  him." 

"  Anti  what  makes  him  think  of  disturbing  me 9  Ah,  David, 
this  has  been  some  of  ycnir  chattering ;  you  are  perp*'tuiilly 
bringing  your  guests  on  my  shoulders,  as  if  it  were  my  businesa 
to  entertain  exery  man  who  comes  to  tho  Gtmrgo." 

"  Wh.it  tiio  dcil  wad  )re  liae  m>)  do.  Captain  V'  answered  mino 
host ;  "a  gentleman  lights  down,  and  asks  me  in  a  nit>st  earn- 
est manner,  what  man  of  sensn  and  learning  tlieie  is  about  our 
town,  that  can  tell  liim  about  the  antiquities  of  the  place,  and 
siiecially  about  the  auld  Abbey— ye  wadna  hae  me  leli  tlie  gen- 
llenum  a  lee?  nnd  ye  ken  wool  eneugh  there  is  naebody  in  Iha 
town  can  say  a  reasonable  word  about  it,  b«  it  no  yoursell, 
except  the  iK-drnl,  and  he  is  as  fou  a*  a  piper  by  this  time. 
So,  says  [,  there's  Captain  Clutterbuck.  tiiat's  a  very  civil  gen- 
tleman, and  has  little  lo  do  forby  tolling  a'  tlie  auld  cradu 
about  thtf  Abbey,  and  dwells  just  hard  by.  Then  says  the  gan- 
nian  u>  me,  'Sir,'  says  ho,  verjr  civilly,  'have  tlie  guodnesi  to 
step  to  Captain  Clutterbuck  with  my  compliments,  and  say  I 
am  a  stranger,  who  liave  been  led  to  tliesc  parts  chiefly  by  tha 
fame  of  these  Ruins,  and  that  I  would  call  upon  him,  but  tlia 
hour  is  lata.*  And  mair  he  said  tJiat  I  have  forgotten,  but  I 
weel  remember  it  ended,—'  And.  landlord,  cat  a  bottle  of  your 
best  slierry,  and  sapper  for  two.'— You  wadna  have  had  me  re- 
Aise  to  do  tlie  gentleman's  bidding,  and  ma  a  publican  I" 

"  Well,  David."  said  I,  "  I  wish  your  virtaoso  had  taken  a 
fitter  hour— but  as  you  say  he  is  a  gentleman" 

"  I'se  uphaud  him  tliat— the  order  speaks  for  itsell— a  bottle 
of  sherry— minched  collops  and  a  fowl— tJiat's  speaking  like  a 
gentleman,  I  trow  I— That's  riglit.  Captain,  button  weel  up,  the 
nirht's  raw— but  the  water's  clearing  for  a'  tliat;  we'll  be  on't 
nclst  night  wi'  my  Lord's  boats,  and  we'll  hae  ill  lut^  if  1  ilinna 
send  vou  a  kipper  to  relish  your  ale  at  e'en. "I 

In  five  minutes  after  tlii*  dialogue.  I  found  myaelf  in  tha  par- 
lour of  the  George,  and  in  tlio  presence  of  the  stranger. 

Ho  was  a  gravn  {lersouHge,  rbout  my  own  age,  (wliich  w« 
shall  call  about  fifty.)  and  really  had,  aa  my  friend  David  ezpresa- 
ed  It,  wmuthiiif  in  his  fkee  that  inclined  noon  to  oblig«  and  to 
serve  him.  Yet  this  expiesaioii  of  authority  was  not  at  all  of 
the  cast  which  I  have  seen  in  tlie  countenanoa  of  a  ceneral  of 
brigade,  neither  waa  the  stianger's  dreos  at  all  martial.    It  con- 

n«f;lsct  hii  own.  There  are  penont  Hill  alive  at  Kennaoahair  who  tan 
rccogoiM  him  and  Us  pseoliariliea  id  ihs  fuUowiog  akateh  of  mins  tloM 
of  ilic  George.  .        ^        _     .. 

t  1'here  ik  more  lo  bs  said  aboat  thia  old  bridgs  hsrsafkar.  8se  Nels, 
Chapter  V.  page  S 

I  Tha  noMenian  wboas  boaU  ax«  menUoned  In  ths  Uxl,  Is  Ute  lalskind 
tnd  amiable  l.oid  Sommerville.  an  loiiraate  friend  of  ths  aaUwr.    JMi 
Kyle  wa«  a  constant  and  privilsged  aUendant  whsa  Lord  Beiw 
had  a  r«rty  fur  »p*ariog  salmon  ;  on  raeh  eoesMoos.  slchty  or 
ilrod  flsh  wsn  oOsa  luMMMwaVAsaMB  ^d^^  waMVass 
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■Iitad  of  t  nnirom  rait  of  iron-cray  elothei,  cat  ia  rattier  an 
oM'(k>hioncd  rorm.  Hii  left  were  defended  wilh  etronf  iMtli- 
ern  fambadoei,  which,  aeeordinf  toon  antiqwuian  oontnvance, 
opened  nt  the  Midet,  and  were  wcunMl  by  cteel  ciaapa.  Hia  cofun- 
tanoncQ  wa«  worn  aa  nuch  by  toil  and  sorrow  a«  by  an,  fur  it 
intimated  that  lie  had  leen  and  endured  mneli.  Hit  addieea  waa 
nnpilarljr  pleaainy  and  gentlemanlike,  and  the  apolofy  which 
he  made  for  diaturbinfr  hik  nt  buch  an  hour,  and  in  Midi  a  man- 
ner, WOK  HO  well  and  handtomeijr  expreaaed,  tliat  I  could  not  re- 
ply oUierwiae  than  by  decJariuf  my  willugnen  to  be  of  service 
to  him. 

"  I  ha\-e  been  a  traveller  to-day,  sir,"  said  he,  "  and  I  would 
willinirly  defer  the  little  I  have  to  say  till  after  supper,  for  whidi 
I  fiiPl  rattier  more  appotiaed  than  usual." 

Wc  sate  down  to  table,  and  notwithstandinr  tlie  atrancer's 
nUPip>d  apiiciitc,  as  well  as  tlio  gentle  ureparatton  ofchecse 
mid  al<!  which  I  had  already  laid  aboord,  1  really  believe  that 
I  i>r  tho  two  did  the  froater  honour  to  my  fVicnd  David's  fowl 
an>1  ininretl  oillops. 

When  the  cloth  wa^  removiKl.  and  we  had  each  made  a  tum- 
bler uf  neffu^,  uf  that  liquor  which  hosts  call  Hherry.  and  guests 
call  Lisbon.  I  perceived  Umt  tlie  stran^r  seemed  pensive,  si- 
lent, and  Koracwhat  embarrassed,  as  if  he  had  something  to 
eniiimuiiieate  which  lie  knew  not  well  how  to  introduce.  To 
paw  the  way  for  him,  I  ii|)oke  of  the  ancient  ruins  nf  the  Mo- 
mintpry,  and  of  tlieir  history.  But,  to  my  arwit  suriirise.  I  found 
I  liad  met  my  mateh  with  a  witnitsx.  Tlie  stranger  not  only 
Knew  all  that  I  could  teli  him,  but  a  great  deal  more;  and,  what 
was  still  mora  mortifying,  lie  was  able,  by  referisnce  to  aates, 
charters,  and  other  evidence  of  facts,  lliat,  as  liurns  sars, 
"  downs  be  disputed,"  to  correct  many  of  tho  vague  utle^ 
which  I  had  adopted  on  loose  and  \-ulnr  traditon,  os  well  as 
to  confute  mora  than  one  of  my  flivourite  tlieoncs  on  tlio  sub- 
ject of  Uie  old  monks  and  their  dwellings,  which  I  had  Hporieil 
irwly  in  ail  tlie  presumption  of  Kuperior  information.  And 
hen*  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  much  of  the  stranger's  argu- 
ments and  inductions  rested  upon  the  authonty  of  Mr.  Deputy 
Ki>gii>tcr  of  Scotland,*  and  his  lucubrations  ;  a  gentleman 
whoso  mdefatieahle  research  inut  tlie  national  records  is  like 
to  <ir*trny  my  trade,  and  that  of  all  local  antiquaries,  by  sub- 
stituting truth  instead  of  legend  and  romance.  Alas,  I  would 
thi!  Icameil  eentleman  did  liut  know  how  difficult  it  is  for  ua 
dealers  in  petty  wares  of  antiquity  to— 

riuek  from  oar  mentor ie«  a  rooinl  '*  legenJ," 
Rjiztf  (rut  the  written  recAnlji  of  our  Imiiii, 
Or  cleaue  our  boioma  of  that  perilous  stuiT— 

and  so  fnrth.  It  would,  I  am  sure,  move  his  pity  to  think  how 
mnnr  old  tlo^s  he  hatli  set  to  learn  now  tricks,  how  many  ve- 
n«:ratilr  pnrniis  he  hath  taught  to  sing  a  now  song,  how  many 
gray  heads  he  hath  addled  by  vain  attempts  to  exchange  tlieir 
oid  Munjiflmu*  for  his  new  Suwijtsimus.  But  let  it  pas&  Hu- 
mant  perpes.st  sumia—All  rhangtm  round  us,  pa*t,  present,  and 
to  c'line ;  that  winch  was  history  yesterday  becomes  fable  to- 
i;iy,  and  tlie  truth  of  to-day  is  liatohed  into  a  Im  by  to-mor- 
roiv. 

Finding  myself  like  to  be  overpowered  in  the  Monastery, 
whurh  I  hud  lutlierto  regarded  as  my  citadel.  I  began,  like  a 
akiiful  general,  to  evacuate  tint  place  of  defence,  and  fight  my 
way  Through  the  adjacent  country.  I  had  recourae  to  my  ac* 
quaintani«  with  tiie  families  and  antiquities  of  tlie  neighbour- 
hood, ground  un  which  I  tliought  I  miglii  skirmish  at  large  with- 
out its  being  potfible  for  tlie  stranger  to  meet  me  with  advan- 
tage.   Rut  I  was  mistaken. 

Tlie  man  in  the  iron-grey  suit  showed  a  much  more  minuta 
knowledge  uf  these  particulars  than  I  had  the  least  priitension 
to.  He  could  tell  the  very  year  in  which  the  family  of  De 
Ilaga  first  settled  on  their  ancient  barony.*  Not  a  Thane 
witliin  reach  but  he  knew  his  Aimily  and  conneiions,  how 
many  of  his  ancestore  had  (kllen  by  the  sword  of  tlie  English- 
bow  many  in  domestic  brawl,  and  how  many  by  the  luind  of 
tho  executioner  fur  march -treason.  Tlieir  castia  lie  was  ac- 
quainted with  from  turret  to  ftnin datioii -stone :  and  as  for  the 
miscellaneous  antiquities  scattered  about  the  country,  he  knew 
every  one  uf  them,  ftom  hcromkeh  to  a  eatm,  and  could  give  aa 

K(k1  an  account  of  eaeh  aa  if  he  had  lived  in  the  time  of  the 
jies  nr  Druids. 

I  was  now  in  the  mortifyinir  predicament  of  one  who  sudden- 
ly finds  liimv^lf  a  scholar  wlieii  lie  came  to  teach,  and  nothing 
was  left  for  me  but  to  pick  up  as  mudi  of  his  conversation  aa 
I  could,  for  the  benefit  of  the  next  company.  I  told,  indeed, 
Allan  Ramsay's  story  of  the  Monk  and  Miller'a  Wife,  in  order 
to  retreat  with  some  honour  under  cover  of  a  paitiof  volley. 
Here,  however,  m/  flank  was  a<aki  tumad  by  the  eternal 
Btranger. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  be  fkcetiooa,  air,**  said  he ;  "but  you 
eannaa  be  ignorant,  that  the  ludicrous  incident  you  mentioDed 
is  the  subject  of  a  tale  much  older  than  thai  of  Allan  Ran* 
aajr." 

I  nodded,  unwillinf  to  aeknowladga  ray  ignonnee,  though, 
in  fhct.  I  knew  no  more  what  ha  meant  thaa  did  one  of  my 
firieiid  David's  post-horans. 

"  I  do  not  allude,"  continued  ray  omniaeient  eonpoiion,  "  to 
the  curious  poem  published  by  Pinlcartoii  fhim  the  Maitlaad 
AWnuseript,  calleil  the  Fryara  of  Bsrwick,  although  it  presenU 
a  very  minute  and  aiiMsmg  picture  of  Seotliah  numm  dur* 
mg  the  reign  of  James  V. ;  but  rather  to  the  Italian  novelist, 
fey  whom,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  story  was  flrat  printed,  altliough 

*  Tlionsa  Thosuoa,  Eeq.,  vhote  wvTt-dsHrvcd  pansgyfta  eagirt  to  Iw 
IsuBd  OB  ■B'^dMr  psgs  ihsn  om  wriusn  by  m  IbUbsu  frisod  of  Udrty 
f  mr^'  itanding. 

r  T>s  fuiily  of  Ds  Hsga,  modcrnind  into  Haig,  of  BsBMfiMs,  is  of 
^  k^hesi  eiiUqaity  and  is  tbs  sab)eei  of  om  of  lbs  propbsaiss  of 
fk0mm  ih0  tUurumi 


AfCMi.  badds.  whala*! 


whala'arbstMs. 


unquestionably  he  flrat  took  Ms  orifiaal  flroB  ioat  amitf 
/Abliau."l 

"  it  ia  not  to  be  doubted,"  anawend  1.  not  vary  wall  vir^ 
standing,  liowcver,  tiie  propoaitioD  to  which  1  fan  suelis» 
qualified  assent 

"  Yet,"  continued  my  companion,  "I  quetliaB  n«eh,ha4  |m 
known  my  situation  and  profession,  w lie tliar  you  woahi  Ion 
pitched  upon  this  prvdse  anecdote  for  my  amaseineiit." 

This  obsen-ation  ho  made  iu  a  tone  of  perfect  good-hanatt 
1  pricked  up  my  eara  at  tlie  hint,  and  aiMworr<l  as  politely  ■ 
1  could,  that  my  ignorance  of  his  condition  and  rank  eoaltf  li 
tlio  only  cause  of  my  having  stumbled  on  any  thing  disayaai 
bio :  and  lliat  I  was  moat  willing  to  apolofixa  for  my  neiai* 
tional  oflenco,  so  soon  as  I  should  know  wherein  it  ajnst»ir4. 

"  Nay,  DO  oflence,  sir,"  lie  replied :  "  olTenee  can  only  ojtf 
where  it  ia  taken.  1  have  been  too  lonf  aceustumed  to  laoii 
severe  and  cruel  misoonstructionM,  to  be  olfauled  at  a  poiakr 
jest,  tiiough  dirertud  at  my  pmfesaiua" 

"  Am  I  to  understand,  tiivn,"  I  answered,  "  thai  I  aM  ipaij^ 
ing  witli  a  Catholic  clergyman?" 

^'  An  unworthy  monk  of  tho  order  of  Saint  Beoadicl,'*  mU 
the  atraiiger,  "  liolonging  to  a  community  of  your  own  eootw- 
men,  long  esuibllslied  in  France,  and  scattered  onliappily  by  lii 
cvenU  (If  tho  Revolution." 

"  Tlicn."  said  I,  "  yon  are  a  nativa  Scotahnwa.  and  tnm  HH 
neighbourliood }" 

"  Not  au,"  answered  the  monk ;  "  I  am  a  Seotdunan  by  a- 
traction  only,  and  never  was  in  this  neighbourhood  dariagm 
whole  life." 

"  Never  in  tliis  neighbourhood,  and  yat  ao  miinitely  aeqad^ 
cd  with  its  history,  its  traditions,  andaven  ila  axtanal  sear 
ry  I    You  surprise  me  si  r . "  I  roul  led. 

"  It  IS  not  sun'riMing,"  he  said,  "  that  1  should  hava  dial  Ml 
of  hical  iiifonnation,  when  it  is  eonaidered,  tlMlmyanel^a 
oxcdlcnt  man,  as  well  as  a  good  iteotchman.  tlia  head  alsi  if 
our  ruligious  community,  employed  much  of  nia  leiaara  in  ■» 
king  me  aciuainted  witli  these  particulara ;  and  that  I  nfHlC 
disgusted  witli  what  has  bnen  passing  around  me.  bavtibff 
iiinny  ycnraamused  myself,  by  diaestiag  and  anrnngiaclli***^ 
ous  scraps  of  infimiuition  which  1  derived  from  my  worthy ji» 
tive.  and  otlier  aced  brethren  of  our  order." 

"I  presume,  sir,"  said  I,  "though  I  would  by  DaBitBife 
trudo  the  question,  that  yon  are  now  retumad  to  Scotlaad  «ift 
a  view  to  settle  amongst  your  countryntpu,  ainoe  the  giaalp» 
tjcal  cataatrofilie  of  our  time  has  reduced  your  oorjia  7^ 

"No,  sir."  replied  the  Bonadictina,  **«ich  ia  not  »  ioMi- 
tion.  A  European  potentate,  who  still  choiiahoB  itia  CaihaUt 
faith,  has  offered  us  a  retreat  within  hia  dominions,  whta 
f«)w  of  my  scattered  brethren  are  already  aaaemblad,  to  (myl* 
God  for  blesMings  on  their  protector,  aud  pardon  to  tbea  ar 
mica.  No  one,  I  bdieve,  will  be  able  to  objocl  to  ns  aoder  m 
new  establishment,  tliat  the  ext«>nt  of  oar  revennea  vfll  hi» 
consistent  with  our  vows  of  poverty  and  abatinenee:  bat,  W 
us  fitiivc  tn  be  tliankful  to  God,  thai  tha  anaia  oTtaapMl 
abundance  is  removed  from  ua'* 

"  Many  of  your  convents  abroad,  air,"  aaid  I.  **a^fa|ed10 
handsome  incomes— and  yet,  allowing  for  timM,  I  QMstisaa 
any  were  better  provided  for  than  the  A' 

Inge.    It  is  said  to  liave  possessed  nearly  t ^_. 

in  yearly  money-rent,  fourteen  chaldersand  nioo  bolls  oCwbttt, 
fifty-six  chnldera  five  bolls  barley,  forty-fu«r  riialdoa  aad  M 
bolls  oatjt.  caiHHis  and  poultry,  buttar,  aalt,  eaniafg  aadinin^ 
peats  and  kain,  wool  and  ale." 

"  Ewn  too  much  of  all  these  temporal  tooda,  air,**  mU  m 
companion,  "  which,  though  well  intiendeabythc  pioasdoaMi 
served  only  to  make  tlie  establishment  the  aavy  aad  Iht  pKV 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  finally  devoured." 

"In  tlie  meanwhile,  however,"  I  obaenrad,  "Um  BoakiM 
an  easy  life  of  it,  and,  as  the  old  aong  ffoaa, 

^—  fluids  gade  kals 

On  Fridsye  whoa  ihsy  (aslsd." 

"  I  understand  you,  air,"  said  tha  BenadieCiiie ;  "  it  if  dd^ 
r^lt,  aaith  tlie  proverb,  to  carry  a  Tall  cap  withaat  ipJa^ 
L'nqueationably  the  wealth  of  the  coaamoaity,  aa  it  andaapn 
the  safety  of  the  establishment  by  exciting  tha  cagimi 
ot  tiers,  was  also  in  fireqnent  instances  a  snaie  to  the  bMOM 
themselves.  And  yet  we  have  seen  the  iwemioa  of  luui— 
expended,  not^nly  in  acts  of  benefleenee  and  hoapttallir  tti^ 
dividunls,  but  in  works  of  general  and  permanent  advaAM* 
tlie  world  at  large.  The  noble  folio  collection  of  FnaaW 
torians  commenced  in  1737,  under  the  inspection  nd  al  than- 
pense  of  the  community  of  Saint  Maur,  will  loof  dw«  M 
the  revenues  of  tlie  Benedictines  were  not  always  mat  la  af 
indulgence,  and  tliat  the  members  of  that  ordar  did  noC  Mr 
formly  slumber  in  sloth  and  indolence,  wlMM  Iber  had  d» 
chnrgod  tlie  formal  duties  of  their  rale."  ^ 

A«  I  knew  nothing  earthly  at  tha  tima  abont  Hw  co^bhRT 
of  Saint  Maur. and  Uieir  learned  laboun,  I  coaM  aoly  i«Ml 
mumbling  assent  to  this  propoaition.  I  ha««  atnee  saaa  W 
nobio  work  in  tlie  library  of  a  diatin^iahed  Ikmily.  and  I  tmi 
own  I  am  ashamed  to  reflect,  that  in  ao  waaidiy  a  etmnv  ■ 
curs,  a  similar  digest  of  our  bistoriana  ahoiild  out  ba  viln- 
ken,  under  the  patmnaga  of  the  nobla  and  tha  learned,  ia  n 
valry  of  that  which  the  BeoadicUoea  of  ftrii  aMealed  at  ^ 
of  their  own  conventual  flinda. 


ig  for  timea,  I  gnesusa  a 
the  Monastery  of  diisvi* 
larly  two  tlwiaiand  paaaii 


I  pereeive,"  said  the  cx-BsnedictiM.  amllhiff,  "tbaij^ 
heretical  prakidices  are  too  strong  to  allow  ua  ponr  bflMi 
any  merit,  whether  literary  or  apthmaL"  ^ 

"  Far  from  it.  sir."  said  I ;  "I  aasara  yan  I  havabfaaaM 
obliged  to  monks  in  my  tifiNL  Whan  I  waa  qoarlaiad  ia  a  M^ 
nastery  in  Flanden,  in  tha  eampalffB  of  17M,  I  ntvar  bm' 

kds  sxpeass  of  tavsndoa  sass^W 

••»  also  lae  ailliai  s(  ii 
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Wtff  eOBrfbrfaMr  in  my  life.  Thn  wera  jollr  fHlowJi  Uie  nem- 
Ui  Ciuinni.  and  riiflit  lorry  was  I  to  \onvn  my  itimhI  qu8rri»rii. 
and  to  kiinw  that  my  honfut  hurtiii  wore  to  be  at  the  mercy  of 
the  SaiM-Culotte*.    JSuf  fortune  df.  la  gvrrre  /" 

The  poor  Benrdietinn  IcNikcd  down  and  wna  silent  I  had 
towittinrlr  avraknied  i  train  of  bitrpr  rRfleotionii,  or  rather  1 
hwl  lourh<*d  aomewhaf  rudely  upon  a  chord  whirh  aeldom  cens- 
•d  to  vibrata  of  iuvif.  But  ho  wait  too  much  accustomed  to 
ttaia  MKrowfaJ  train  of  idvaN  to  sufler  it  to  overcome  him.  On 
■f  part,  I  hastened  to  atone  for  my  bUinder.    "  If  them  wa« 

Sr  object  of  hi4  journey  to  this  cmmtry  in  wliinh  1  could, 
th  propriety,  assist  him,  I  beirtrcd  to  offer  him  my  b<Ml  xr- 
vtee*.^  I  own  I  laid  some  little  emphasis  on  the  words  "  with 
propriety."  as  1  felt  It  would  ill  become  me,  a  Miuiid  protestant, 
■odaaorvant  of  government  so  far  as  my  half  pay  was  ron- 
enned,  to  implicate  myself  in  any  rerni»«lnK  which  my  com- 
IMuiion  mitht  have  undertaken  in  behalf  of  fnr«ijrn  sominnrio*, 
or  in  any  similar  debign  for  the  ndvancpmont  uf  popory.  whirh, 
vhether  the  Pope  be  actually  the  old  lady  of  Babylcm  or  no, 
itdid  not  Itectinne  mo  in  anv  manner  to  advanr e  or  rountnnanno. ' 

liy  new  friend  hastened  to  relieve  my  indocidion.  "  I  wa* 
■boot  to  requcet  your  assistance,  sir,"  lie  said,  "  in  a  matter 
whirh  cannot  but  interest  you  as  an  antiquary,  and  a  iierran  of 
nwarrh.  But  I  assure  you  it  relatos  entirely  to  events  and 
person*  removed  to  ihn  distance  of  two  ronturios  and  ii  half. 
I  hara  experienced  too  much  evil  f^om  tlin  violent  unwtth.-mont 
•r  the  cfiantry  in  which  I  wns  born,  to  be  a  rash  labourer  in  tliu 
work  of  innoration  in  that  of  my  ancestors." 

I  ifain  assured  him  of  my  willincnras  to  assist  him  in  any 
nine  that  was  not  contrary  to  my  aIlo«ianco  or  roliirion. 

"Mf  proposal."  ho  rmlied,  "affpcls  noilhnr.— .Moy  God  bloss 
ftp  reiffiing  flunily  in  Britain  t  'Vhi^y  are  not,  indeed,  of  that 
dynaitir,  to  restore  which  my  ancestors  struedert  and  fiitrnmd  in 

Svain;  but  the  Providence  who  has  noiiductod  bin  jireiiont  .Ma- 
ty to  the  throne,  has  pivcn  him  the  virtues  ni?eos>nry  to  his 
le— flrmness  and  intrepidity— a  trao  lo\-o  of  his  country,  and 
■B  enHahlonod  view  of  the  daneers  by  which  ehr  is  surrounded. 
''•For  llie  reticion  of  these  realms,  I  am  rontenred  to  Iioik*  that 
ttefffeat  Power,  whoM  mysiitrious  (llspensiiiion  Iion  rent  thorn 
fKnn  the  oosom  of  the  church,  will,  in  his  own  good  tiniK  and 
■aanar,  restore  them  to  its  holy  pale.  'Hie  elTorts  of  an  indivi- 
nal.  obseureand  iiomble  as  myself,  might  well  roianl.'but  could 
Detvr  advance,  a  work  so  mighty." 

"  May  I  then  inquire,  sir,"  said  I,  "  with  wh.it  inirpose  yon 
iMk  Ihia  couqtry  V* 

Ere  my  companion  replied,  he  took  fVom  his  pocket  a  clasped 
Mpeff  book,  about  the  sixe  df  a  reirimentnl  orderlybofik.  full, 
•i  it  •eemed,  of  momnranda ;  and  drawing  one  of  the  randies 
doM  to  him,  (for  David,  as  n  stronz  proof  of  his  respect  for  the 
irrangrr,  had  indulged  us  with  two,)  lie  seomcd  to  fMiruse  Uiu 
eofllentrt  very  earnestly. 

**Tlief«  is  among  the  ruins  of  the  western  end  of  the  Abbey 
charch,'*  said  he,  looking  up  to  me.  j-et  keepmar  the  memoran- 
tarn-book  half  open,  ami  onrasionivly  glnncinv  at  it.  as  if  to  re- 
bah  his  memory,  "a  sort  of  nrnoM  or  chapel  beneath  a  broken 
•rch.  and  in  tho  immediate  vicinity  of  one  of  tiio«e  shaitijred 
Gothic  columns  which  once  supported  the  mngniflcent  rtNif, 
whoae  fat;  Imu  now  encumbered  that  iKirt  of  the  building  wiili 
Itaiaina.** 

**  I  think,*'  saidT.  "  that  1  know  whereabouts  you  are.  Is  tliere 
■ot  in  th«  side  wall  of  the  chapul,  or  rf^cess  which  yoa  mention, 
a  larfc  rarved  stone,  hearing  a  coat  of  arms,  which  no  one  hi< 
Iberto  has  been  able  to  decipher  f" 

'*  You  are  right,"  answered  the  Benedictine ;  and  again  eon- 
Mlting  his  memoranda,  he  added,  "  the  arms  on  the  dexter  side 
■ve  those  of  Glondinnins,  being  a  cross  pari(.-d  by  a  cross  indent- 
ad  aad  counterchar^d  of  the  same ;  and  on  the  smist^r  three 
apqr-mweh  for  those  of  Avenol :  they  are  two  ancient  familios, 
DOW  almost  extinct  in  this  c-ountry— the  arms^a'"'  yperpak." 

"  I  think,"  said  I,  "  there  is  no  part  of  tliis  ancient  structure 
with  which  you  are  not  as  well  acquainted  as  was  tho  mamn 
«rho  built  It  But  if  your  information  be  correct,  lie  who  made 
oat  Iheee  bearings  must  have  had  bettor  eyes  tlian  mine." 

"  Hiaayaa,"  said  the  Kenedictino.  "  Imve  long  been  closed  in 
deatli;  probably  when  he  inspected  tho  monument  it  was  in  a 
DMR  pevfisct  state,  or  he  may  Imve  derived  his  information  from 
ttietiariition  of  the  place." 

"laMurc  you,"  said  I,  "  that  no  such  tndition  now  exists.— 
I'hBva  made  sowiral  reconnnissances  among  the  old  people,  in 
hofiM  to  loam  something  of  the  armorial  bearings,  but  I  never 
feaard  of  saeh  a  circrnnstance.  It  seems  odd  that  you  should 
kftvo  aeqtriratf  it  in  a  foreign  land." 

"These  trifling  partioulars,"  ho  replied,  "  were  formeriy  look- 
•tf  opon  as  more  important,  and  they  were  sanctified  to  tho 
dlles  who  retained  reeolleetion  of  them,  becauwi  they  related 
ta  a  plaea  dear  indeed  to  aoemory,  but  which  their  oyas  could 
fiaver  again  behold.  It  is  possible,  in  liku  manner,  that  on  the 
Fotoanae  or  Sosquehanneh,  you  may  And  traditions  current 
'  r  places  in  England,  which  aro  utterly  forgotten  in  the 
hood  where  tliey  originated.    But  to  my  purpose.    In 

I,  marked  by  the  armorial  bearrags,  lies  buried  a  trea- 

■BM,  and  it  ia  in  order  to  remove  it  that  I  have  undertaken  my 
pstMLut  journey." 

"  A  tmaaara  t**  echoed  1.  in  astonishment 

"  Yoa.** replied  the  monk,  "an  inestimabia  treanm  for  thofe 
wlio  know  how  to  use  it  ri^tly." 

I  own  my  can  did  tingle  a  little  at  the  word  treasnra,  and  that 
■rHaMlMBM  tilbttry.with  a  neat  groom  in  blue  and  seartot  livery, 
having  a  smart  cockade  on  his  glased  liat,  seemed  as  it  were  to 
flida  aeroas  the  room  befora  my  eyes,  while  a  voice,  as  of  o 
eriar,  pronoimeed  In  my  ear,  "  Captain  Clutterbuck's  tilbury— 
Mfa  mx**    But  I  resisted  the  devil,  and  he  fled  from  me. 

"  1  believe,"  said  I,  "  all  hidden  trearaie  belonai  either  to  tlie 
king  or  tho  lori  of  the  soil :  and  as  I  have  served  bis  majesty,  1 
aannot  eoneem  m/self  in  any  adventure  which  nay  have  an 
•ad  io  the  Court  of  Exchequer." 

"Theuiai—  I  aaek,"  said  tha  atianiir  VBuInf, "  wiUMt  be 

YaullL 


envied  by  princes  or  nobles,— it  ia  simply  the  heart  of  an  up 
ri«lit  man." 

*'  Ah  I  I  understand  you,"  1  answered  ;  "  some  relic,  fiirf^otien 
in  the  confusion  of  the  Reformation.  I  know  tlie  viilue  uliich 
men  of  your  purtiuasion  init  upon  thebodiesaiiU  limbs  of  sain Iji. 
I  Imve  sncn  theTlirfe  Kmcrs  of  Cologne." 

"Tho  relics  which  I  seek,  liowcxer."  said  the  Benoilictine, 
"are  notprecisoly  of  that  nature,  llic  excellent  mlHiivc  uhoin 
I  hai'tf  already  mentioned. 4imni>cd  his  leivure  lnMirif  with  pntling 
into  form  the  traditions  of  his  fimily,  particulariy  some  ri'mark- 
able  circiimittancus  which  took  placo  about  tiic  tir«t  breaking 
out  of  the  schism  of  Uie  ciiurrh  in  Scotland.  He  hofjnnu  so 
niu>'h  inti>miitt;d  in  his  own  labours,  tliat  at  Iciirih  he  ir<t«jlved 
lliat  the  hear*,  of  one  individnaJ,  the  tiero  of  hix  talo  should  v^l 
no  longer  in  a  land  of  herucy.  now  descrtetl  by  nil  ins  kiixirei;. 
An  he  knew  where  it  wa«  deiMiKitrd,  ho  formed  the  n>i>ohiiion  to 
\isit  his  native  country  for  thepuriioseof  rocoveringtliip>\iilurd 
relic  But  age,  and  at  lemrtli  disease,  interfurcd  uiih  Iiim  ri-M>lu- 
f ion.  and  it  wai<  itn  Ihn  deathlN-d  tlial  he  cliarg<>d  me  Ui  under- 
take the  ta^k  in  his  stead.  The  various  imp<iriiuit  eventii  which 
havo  crowded  upon  each  other,  our  ruin  and  our  exile,  have  for 
many  years  oh|is<Ml  me  to  poiit(>ono  tliiii  delegated  duty.  Wh) , 
indetHl,  transfer  the  relics  of  a  holy  and  worthy  man  lo  a  coun- 
try, where  rplisiuii  and  virtue  arc  become  tho  niookery  of  the 
fcorner  7  I  haw  nowo  home,  which  1  trust  may  he  (•ermar.rnt. 
if  any  thiittr  in  this  "nrih  cnh  be  termed  so.  Thither  will  I 
trnniiiKirt  th(>  heart  of  tlie  good  father,  and  beside  llu!  shrino 
whicii  it  rihall  occupy,  I  will  construct  my  own  grnvo." 

"  He  must,  indeed,  have  been  an  excelleiit  man,'*  replied  I 
"  vi-lio«e  memory,  at  so  distant  a  period,  calls  forili  such  strong 
marks  of  ntgard." 

"  He  wa«i,  M  you  juiitly  term  him,"  said  the  ecclesiastic,  "  ir- 
deed  excellent— excellent  in  his  life  and  doctrine— excellent, 
ai'ovo  all.  in  hisMlf-deniedand  dixinlentited  sncriflce  of  all  that 
life  holds  dear,  to  principle  .nnd  to  friend.ship.  But  you  slmll  roni! 
his  history.  I  shall  bo  happy  at  once  to  gratify  your  curiosity, 
and  to  show  my  een-te  of  your  kindnubS,  if  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  procure  mc  the  meam*  of  ncconiplishmx  my  object-" 

I  replied  to  the  lienodictine,  that,  as  the  rubbish  amonjr»l 
which  he  proposed  to  search  was  mi  iiart  of  tlie  ordinary  inirinl- 
ground,  and  as  I  was  on  the  bc.«t  terms  with  tlic  M>xton.  I  hod 
little  doubt  that  I  could  procure  him  the  means  of  executing  his 
pious  purpose. 

With  riiis  promise  we  parted  for  tlie  night ;  and  on  the  enruing 
morning  I  mndrt  it  my  business  to  mo  tlie  sexton,  who,  fur  u 
small  gratuity,  readilv  granted  {lermission  of  search,  on  rondi 
tion,  however,  that  he  nhould  be  present  himself,  to  sco  UiAl 
the  stranger  n'nioved  nothing  of  mtrin-tic  %-nlue. 

"  To  banes,  and  itkulls.  andhearts.  if  lie  can  find  ony,  he  shall 
be  welcome."  snid  this  guardian  of  the  ruined  MonnMer). 
"  there's  plenty  a'  about,  an  he's  curious  of  them  ;  but  if  iIimc 
be  ony  pict«"  (meaning  perliaps  pyx)  "  or  rhalisbes.  or  the  liUe 
of  bucIi  Popish  ve.xhclls  of  gold  and  slh-cr,  deil  hae  mo  an  1  con- 
iHH»\-e  at  their  being  rcmo\od." 

Tho  rtoxton  also  stipulated,  that  oar  researches  should  take 
place  at  nirlit,  being  unwilling  to  excite  observation.  orgi\«.- 
ririe  to  ncnii'Ial. 

My  iitrw  tir>i|uaintance  and  I  spent  the  day  a^  be<;8me  lovers  of 
hoar  antiquity.  Wo  visited  every  corner  of  ihefe  ino;;iiiticent 
ruins'  again  and  again  during  the  forenoon  ;  and.  Ii.iving  mudi:  a 
comfortablo  dinner  at  David's,  we  \i'alked  in  the  ofiernoon  to 
such  plac*fs  in  the  nciglibouihood  as  ancient  tradition  or  modern 
conji'cture  hiid  rendered  markworthy.  Night  found  us  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  ruins,  attended  hy  the  aicxton,  who  coined  a  daik 
lantom,  and  stumhiinx  alternately  over  the  graves  of  the  dead, 
and  the  fragments  of  that  architecture,  "which  lliey  doubtless 
tra<ited  would  have  canopied  their  bones  till  doomsday." 

I  am  by  no  means  particularly  superstitiouii,  and  yet  there 
was  that  in  the  present  service  whicli  I  did  not  very  much  like. 
There  was  something  awftil  in  the  resolution  of  disturbing,  ai 
such  an  hour,  and  in  such  a  place,  the  still  and  mute  sanctity  of 
the  grave.  My  companions  were  Iroe  from  this  impression— tlie 
stmngcr  from  his  energetic  desire  to  execute  tite  imrpoiie  for 
which  he  came— and  the  sexton  from  habitual  inaiflfereiice.— 
Wo  soon  stood  in  tho  aisle,  which,  by  the  account  of  the  Bene- 
dictine, contained  the  bones  of  the  family  of  Cilenoinning,  and 
were  busily  employed  in  removing  the  rabbish  from  a  comer 
whicli  tho  stranger  pointed  out  If  a  half  pay  Captain  could 
have  represented  an  ancient  Border-knight,  or  in  ex- Benedictine 
of  the  nineteenth  century  a  wimrd  moidc  of  the  sixteenth,  w« 
might  have  aptly  enough  personified  the  search  after  Michari 
8cott's  lamp  and  book  of  magic  power.  But  the  saxtoii  would 
have  been  tft  trop  in  the  group.* 

Ere  tlie  stranger,  assisted  by  the  aexlon  in  his  task,  had  been 
long  at  work,  they  cjime  to  some  hewn  stones,  which  seemed  to 
have  made  part  of  a  amall  slirine,  thoagh  now  displaced  and 
destroyed. 

"  Lot  us  remove  these  with  caution,  my  IViend,"  said  the 
stranger, "  lest  we  injure  that  which  I  coma  to  seek." 

"They  aie  prime  stanes,"said  tlie  sexton,  "  picaed  fVee  every 
ano  of  them :— wane  than  the  bast  wad  never  serve  the  monka, 
I'se  warrant." 

A  minuto  after  he  had  made  thfi  obaervallon,  he  exdahned, 
*'  I  hae  fund  sometliing  new  that  standi  again'  the  spaUe^  at  if  i: 
were  neither  earth  nor  stane.** 

Tlie  stranger  stooped  eagerly  to  aaaitt  him. 

"  Na,  na.  naill  o'  my  aln,"  said  tha  sexton  :  "  naa  halves  o: 

•  This  Is  oas  of  thnss  paMacts  which  m«s(  now  rsad  awkwarrilv, 
•Inee  trtry  vnt  knows  that  tbt  Norsliat  siMi  ih«  author  o(  lh«  Lay  ot  iht 
MiaslTfl.  ii  th«  tame  psraon.  Bm  brfors  tha  avowal  was  aiadt,  the  •■■ 
llrar  was  forcad  iiilo  this  and  usnilar  ofTeneca  against  good  la  Me,  to  meet 
an  argvmenl,  uften  repeated,  that  there  was  ■oBiethipc  very  myalsrioni 
in  the  Author  ofWavcrley'i  reierva  coneerniag  Sir  Waller  B«otl,  an  au- 
thor ■ufflffieutly  voIumliHMu  at  icaic  1  had  a  mat  sklnJ  to  reaevs  tbs 
paeiAgn  from  this  sditioo,  li«ii  ihs  ners  caadh:  way  fa  va  as^isdak  Wi% 
tlNf  CUB*  thai*. 
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1  htt  lifted  fh>fn  amooftt  the  niiiu  a  tmoli  leaden 


C 


"  Ynu  will  be  diiappointed.inyfyieiid,"  uid  the  BenedirtiiK*. 
"  if  y4iucx|Miri  any  thiiif  tliorc  but  tin;  mdulderinf  dust  ofa  hu- 
man lirart.  closud  man  inmsrcase  nf  poruhyo'-" 

I  intonw^'^'il  ii«  n  neutral  parly,  nnu  taking  the  box  from  the 
MXion,  nsmmded  him,  that  if  there  were  trearure  c<mccoled  m 
.1,  mill  It  cuulii  nut  l^erome  tne  pruiwriy  of  the  finder.  I  then 
IfroiMKHMl,  rhai  ai  the  place  wn«  too  daric  to  examinn  the  nontonti 
of  tlHi  Iraiien  nankct,  we  should  a4joum  to  D:ivid'i,  whcic  we 
mi^iht  liniR  llin  advantaip)  of  lipht  and  Rm  while  rarryin:r  on 
iHjr  mvi'ritiimtion.  Tlw  iiranvrir  rcquentod  uj  to  go  beforo,  auu- 
riii«  UH  Uini  he  would  follow  in  a  few  miiiutefi. 

I  fancy  Uint  uld  .Matir>ck«  «u«|)ected  theio  fcwminuten  miffht 
iMt  nnplov'O'l  Ml  utrcctine  funhi>rdii>coverH'iiamoniri4l  the  tunibfl, 
lor  ho  iflidvd  back  thmueh  a  mdc-airile  to  watch  the  B^ncdicl- 
inf'ii  m'liiunri,  but  premMitljr  returned,  and  told  me  in  a  whmiwr, 
that ''  tlu!  Rcntlcman  wan  on  hia  kneoa  amang  thu  cauid  •taiic*, 
pmyin;  like  ony  taunt." 

I  niolc  back,  and  buheld  tho  old  man  actually  employed  at 
Mattorkrt  had  informed  me.  The  ian^uaj^)  MM-med  lo  be  Latin ; 
and  a^  the  whiiqwred.  y*!i  «o!emn  aco'nt.  i^lidwl  away  thri>u?h 
the  ruiiuHl  ai«le>i,  I  could  not  help  rcflifctin?  liow  lonir  it  wa« 
viunn  they  had  heard  tlio  formnof  ilial  relieinn,  fur  thi'exorrlM* 
of  which  they  had  been  n-arcdnt  such  c«»t  iif  time.  ta«to,  labour, 
and  uxiK'n-w.  "  Come  away,  confe  away."  nid  I ;  "  hit  ui  leave 
him  Uj  iuniwlf.  Mattock*  ;  thu  i*  no  bunineM  of  ours." 

"  My  certeii.  no,  Captain,"  aaid  Mattockn  ;  "nuVrtliHeM,  it 
winnatMj'imiri^  to  keep  an  eo  on  him.  My  father,  rcrit  his  muI, 
waa  a  horae-cuuper,  and  imed  to  my  he  never  wnrt  <■  lien  led  in  a 
nai;;  in  hi.s  life.  Mvinpby  a  west  country  w hie  free  Kilmarnock, 
t'int  Mid  A  itracQ  owcr  a  dmm  o'  whiKky.  But  Uii«  eentlcman 
will  be  a  KfHiian.  I'sio  warrant )" 

"  You  are  iK-rfcctly  n^rht  in  that,  SaundcrV'  Mid  I. 

"  Ay.  I  h.ivo  ftei-n  twa  or  three  of  their  pri•;^t«  lliat  wcro 
cluiwd  owcr  iK-re  nuine  Koore  o'  year«  Hyiir.  They  ju^t  danced 
like  mad  when  thry  iuokvd  on  the  frinra'  hcadtf,  and  the  nutis' 
hcndf.  in  th';  ciohnter  yonder;  tiM>y  took  Ut  them  like  auld  ac- 
.quainiaurij  like.— I'd.  Ih)  h  ikiI  ittirriiii;  yet.  mair  thnn  hu  were 
a  thnniifli-dtaiiu  :■  I  never  kond  a  Koiuan,  to  nay  kcnd  him,  but 
anc— m.-tir  by  lokrn.  he  wajtthoonlynneinUiotuwn  token— and 
that  wu«  auld  Juck  of  tlK>  Fund,  it  wad  hae  lieen  lanf  eie  yc 
fand  Jock  prayin;  in  ihi;  AUbcy  in  a  thick  iiiirht,  wt'  Iiik  kiiiv^ 
on  a  cuiild  hlane.  Jock  likit  u  kirk  wi'  a  cliimli^y  in't.  Mony  n 
merry  ploy  I  hai)  had  wi'  him  dnwn  at  tho  inn  yundur ;  and  when 
hu  difod.  dccA'iitly  I  wad  hac  tiardtid  him  ,  hut,  or  I  gut  hi«  fravo 
wM  h>wkit.  H'iint;of  tliui|uality,  that  were  o'limainuiiluiprty 
-tcnii.-ision.  hail  the  cor()»e  whirri>:«l  a\iny  up  the  water,  and 
jurifil  hiin  afiiT  lhi>ir  am  pleamiro,  duubltiMii— tlicy  kond  l»'*\. 
I  wail  hac  made  nae  cri'at  charnr*!-  I  wndmi  hao  nxnsAd  John- 
oio,  dpod  i>ralivrt.— s<iay,  am;— lliei>lranue  (renilenuin  i*  connny." 

"  IluUI  iIk'  lantern  tu  aMi»t  him,  Mattoctctf,"  Mid  L— "Thu  id 
rouirii  wnlkinr.  «ir." 

"  Yi>»."  rt>]>ii'-d  the  Bonpdirtinc ;  "I  may  My  with  the  poet. 
wImi  is  doiibih-M  lainiluir  tti  y<Mi" 

I  •hiiuld  Uc  iinrpri«L«d  if  hu  were,  thoucht  I  internally. 

The  «truni!er  Ciiititiued : 

•*  Pjiinl  Prnii'.i*  be  ay  iiwd  !  how  f>fl  to-nif  ht 
Hftvtf  my  old  fe<t  tt'im'.-kil  at  gra\et  \" 

*  We  are  now  clear  nf  tho  churchyard,"  Mid  I.  "  and  have  but 
a  ahort  walk  to  David'a,  where  I  hope  wo  ahall  find  a  cheerful 
Are  lo  linhven  ua  after  our  nirtit'*  work." 

Wccntun?d,  nciMirdini^ly.  tlic  little  parlour,  into  which  Mnt- 
tockd  wrwaUoabuut  lo  push  hinKeif  with  »iufii'*ii'ntefl'rontery, 
wlifM  navid,  with  a  most  nstuundin^oatli,  ivxiN'llcd  him  by  huad 

and  hlioulders,  d iiini;  hi«  ciiriOjiity,  that  wuuld  not  let  senile- 

m>;n  be  private  in  their  own  inn. .  Apr>arvnily  nime  horit  consi- 
dered hinown  iirenftncp  aHiio  \ptruiiun,  fi>r  lii>crowd»ul  up  lo  tlie 
table  on  which  I  had  laid  down  thu  leaden  hux.  It  wait  frail  and 
M-nnted,  aj  mi/hl  l»e  fr«:et#:d.  from  hnvint;  lain  mo  many  yi'ars  in 
UieeriHind.  On  openiiifr  it,  we  found  dopo»iled  within,  a  caae 
maif>  of  poiphyry,  a«  tlio  oirancer  hud  announced  to  u<. 

"  1  fancy."  hu  luiid,  "f^.ntk'men,  yourcuriinnty  will  not  be  m- 
liiiiied,— pi^rhapK  I  Hhould  My  that  your  MUpicionji  will  not  be  m- 
moivd.— unluri<i  I  undo  thii  casket ;  yet  it  only  containit  the 
nioMldiTing  rvmaini  of  a  lieart,  once  the  ccal  of  the  nobleat 
UMiuchtj4.'<^ 

III*  undid  the  box  with  great  caution  ;  but  the  ahrivcllod  «ub- 
ttance  winch  it  conlained  iKiro  now  no  rcneinbinnoe  to  what  it 
mif  III  once  imve  bcvn,  tho  mean*  iwi'd  havini;  lutMi  aiiporontly 
WH^iunl  to  |in.K4;rve  iljt  mIibih)  and  colour,  ailhuueh  tlir>y  wirnt 
f  1iy|i|.iti!  to  iiri>vi>nt  iLs  total  decay.  We  wore  quite  entixtivtl, 
iiotwiduitun-ling.  that,  it  wa^  what  tlie  »lriini,-er  ajiiu-riitd,  ilh^ru- 
uiainti  of  a  human  hrari ;  and  David  r(>adily  imuniiied  iiu  in- 
fiuence  in  tlie  vdlai'e,  which  }\m  almo»t  cu  ordinate  with  Hint 
of  lite  biii!ii>  him^'^ir,  totiiiiinc  all  id!i>  niniuursi.  He  wan.  iiioro- 
over,  plenned  lo  faviHir  u-t  with  li»  comiKiny  to  xupiwr  ;  and 
havinff  taken  tin*  lion'ii  fluiru  of  two  bottivn  of  fherry,  Im*  not 
aniy  ^anittioncd  with  hi»)  plen.try  authority  Him  rtraiistsrii  removal 
uf  the  heart,  hut,  I  bein-ve.  would  have  aiithorinsd  tlio  nnnwval 
of  the  Abb<?y  itisolf,  wvH'  u  not  that  it  hiiiiJi-iis  conitidorubly  to 
•ilvanlaactlic  worthy  iiublicnn'riown  custom. 

The  object  of  tlic  Bcn»lirtine'ii  vitit  lo  the  land  of  hia  fore- 
faihi-r!<  Irmm'-'  now  aci.omplifihcd,  he  announced  hia  intention  of 
luavinir  iH  itiirly  in  thi  eiMUin;  dav,  but  n.H;uc!ited  my  com{iany 
lo  breakfast  with  him  bufo.'e  hin  ik-|»artun).  I  came  uccoid.npiy. 
Ri*i  wher  vi  hail  fininhed  our  inorriin^''ii  moul.  the  prioat  took 
iir  .,\Kir*.,  and.  imllin::  fnnii  hi-f  por-krt  u  inr;.-!-  bundle  ot  |>a|N!r.s, 
IN*  put  them  into  my  hand*.  "  riio**,"  Miid  hu,  "CapiainClul- 
itrrbuck,ar»-K»«nuini'  Mnuioini  of  ihi*  Mixiv*-ntli  century,  end  ex- 
hibit in  c  flinrular,  ond,  a«l  think,  an  intcn'iiliiiiir  point  uf  view, 
rl/  onannfrriof  that  iieriod.  I  am  uidurvd  to  Iji'lieve  that  their 
P' tM^'Tilion  will  not  bran  unacci.'plnble  prcKfni  to  tlm  Dritiah 
^1^  ,  ;  and  I  willinpljr  nia^'e  o\cr  to  you  uii)  i>rufil  liiat  may 
*v./mfmtptucli  a  iraoMctioii." 
•A 


I  itared  a  little  at  this  anminnation.  tnd  obwnvd.  thil  fti 
hand  aoemed  loo  modern  for  the  date  Iw  tta«irne4  to  tl«  aiuii* 
BcripL 

"  Do  not  miatake  me,  fir,"  mid  the  Benedictinr:  "I  did  not 
mean  to  ny  tho  Memoin  wpre  wnttcn  in  ttie  sixteenth  century, 
but  only^  that  they  were  compiled  from  auiheiitjc  iwitenabif 
that  iwiriod.  but  written  in  the  taste  and  lanpua^e  of  the  prNM 
day.  My  uncle  commenced  thi*  book ;  and  I,  partly  lo  imr^rova 
my  habit  of  Knifhsh  comiKNition,  and  panly  to  divert  mt-Un* 
choly  thoufrhts.  amused  my  Irisarc  hours  with  continuinr  and 
conctuiliniriL  You  will  see  Uie  period  of  the  »tory  »hei«  oiy 
uncle  leaves  oflT  his  narrative,  and  I  eormnenoe  num;.  In  far.. 
thi>y  relate  in  a  prvat  measure  to  diflficrciit  innons,  as  well  ai  is 
a  ditTerent  period. 

Uctaininv  liie  papers  in  my  hand,  1  proceeded  to  state  to  lua 
my  doubtii,  whether,  as  a  good  Proiestinl,  I  could  oi*denlke 
or  su|Nir intend  a  publication  written  probably  in  the  spm:  of 
Popery. 

"  You  will  find,"  he  said.  "  no  matter  of  controreny  intteM 
sheets,  nor  any  sentimenU  stated,  with  which.  I  trust,  ilir  fssd 
in  all  pen;uasii>ns  will  not  be  willing  to  join.  I  remenil«f«dl 
wail  writing  for  a  land  unhappily  divided  from  tlic  CatMie 
(^ith  :  and  I  have  taktncaretOMy  notliiiif  which,  justly  iaiv- 
preted,  could  five  f round  for  ac.cuiiinir  me  of  partiality,  fiatd^ 
niMin  collaiinr  my  narrative  with  the  proofs  to  w  hich  I  refhr  yoa- 
for  you  will  find  copies  of  many  of  the  oriffioal  papen  id  tM 
(lorcul— vou  arc  of  opinion  that  I  have  tiocn  paitiaf  to  nyon 
fnith.  I  m-ely  (rive  you  li-a\o  to  correct  my  errors  in  Uiat  mpcrt 
1  own,  however.  I  am  not  conscious  of  tliis  defect,  and  bam»> 
tii-r.to  fi>ar  that  the  Catholics  may  be  of  opinion,  that  I  hiva 
mentioned  circ.umslances  reiipectinf  the  dcrray  of  diKiptM 
which  pn>ced<Ml,  ami  partly  occasioned,  the  groat  achisn.caM 
by  you  the  Uc-forrnaiion,  o>-er  which  loupht  to  liave  draws  a 
veil.  And  indeed,  tins  is  one  ren<«in  why  I  choose  the  ]a  ' 
should  ai>|H<nr  in  a  forcien  land,  ajid  pass  to  the  i 
the  handriof  a  stranger." 

To  tlii«  1  had  nothing  to  reply,  nnk'as  to  object  to  my  owsia* 
conuwlency  to  the  t.iiik  Hie  good  fathffr  was  desiitiUM  to  mmh 
upon  mo.  im  this  sulnect  he  was  pleowd  to  My  nor*.  I  Mr 
ilinn  his  knoulcdire  of  me  fully  warranted— more,  at  MriM; 
thnn  my  moderdy  will  (lennil  me  to  record.  At  length  beeeMg 
with  .idi  i]iing  me.  if  1  continued  to  feel  the  diflkranea  wkidil 
»|.-iti-d,  to  nr>iily  to  tomo  vctonui  of  literature,  whctse  MptrifH 
miL'ht  supply  my  d«*ticiences.  Upon  theso  terma  «e  jstfle^ 
with  mutual  expri'Miuns  of  ro^rd,  and  I  have  never auiee hs0i 
of  him. 

After  several  attempts  to  pcraserthe  quirrs  of  peptr  thasnt* 
gulnrly  cfmii;rnd  im  me,  in  which  I  was  interrupted  by  tlic  ■oil 
inexpiiivihlu  fits  of  yawning,  I  at  Umgth.  in  a  a*wt  of  Jti^se; 
coiiiinunifaled  tlu'in  to  our  village  club,  from  wbon  tlieySMN 
a  inoio  ihvouraliic  reccpiKin  than  the  imlucky  cufifofsiatiae  if 
my  iii;r%eH  had  been  able  to  atTurd  them.  They  unaniflNVlf 
pronounced  the  work  lb  be  cxcuedtnirly  good,  and  trieured  arl 
would  \>o  gnillv  of  the  grt'atent  {HM^ilMe  injury  to  our  floens^ 
ing  villain!,  if  I  should  hupprcM  what  ihivw  such  aiiintcfcslii| 
and  r.ul.imt  light  upon  thu  history  of  tJie  ancient  MooMtwy  sT 
Saint  Mary. 

At  length,  by  dint  of  listening  lo  tli<>ir  opinion,  I  becama  4» 
hiou:>  of  my  own  ;  snd  indtfcd.  when  I  heard  iiassHpesmd  Anfe 
by  tliH  KonortiiH  voice  of  our  worthy  pastor,  I  was  searea  BSit 
tip'd  ihnn  I  Ii.hvc  fi>|t  myMtlf  at  *«>me«if  his  own  sermooa.  BtidL 
and  Ml  prvM  is  tho  dilVi-n-nre  betwixt  rending  a  UiingonelsicU, 
making  loilsoiiii-  w.iy  ihroiiFh  all  the  ditlicuilies  of  maaHsrrip^ 
and.  aii  U:u  man  says  in  the  play,  "  having  tlie  same  ncid  la 
you ;"— It  H  poiiilively  like  U'iiig  wafted  over  a  creek  in  a  boat, 
or  wndinc  ihronirh  it  on  your  feet,  with  tlie  mod  up  te  fvm 
kniMJM.  HriM.  however,  lliero  remained  the  grefti  diffinlly  N 
limlJnr  vonu;  one  who  could  net  ns  editor,  corrector  alsmesf 
the  prvss  and  of  tlie  langwiee,  wluch,  aceordinff  lu  HiCMbes^ 
miiKter.  wnbiibi>olutt'ly  i.i-cerpary. 

ftincu  thi>  lro(>»  unlkrd  i'orlli  to  choose  themselves  a  kac 
never  w  ns  an  liimrjur  m>  l-nndiod  about  Ttic  parMin  would  ■« 
lenvif  thi'uuielof  his  ch imiit:y- comer— llio  bailie  pleaded  Ut 
dignity  of  his  Kitiiniioii.  and  the  approach  of  Uie  great  bmmhI 
fair.  .IS  r'a^onf  aeniiul  going  to  Edinburgh  to  make  anM|» 
ments  for  priittnig  the  li'-nodic line's  Manuscript.  Theschao^ 
infLsfer  aioiie  s-  eiiied  of  ni.illi  able  stuflT;  and.  dcsiroHs  perHMl 
of  emul.'itins  lli'>  I'amt!  of  JuJetliaii  Cieiklibotliam.  cvincsdl 
wi'<ii  t(»  uiiitertnke  llii;*  niomcniims  commission.  But  ft  rsHC^ 
stranrc  'loni  lliree  oimi>-ril  rariiu>rs,  whose  sons  he  liftdat  bi< 
biNird.  and  hrliooling.  for  twenty  iioiiiulp  tier  ftiinun  >-bM% 
ciimo  like  a  fro«i  oiei  tlie  bbiMiomsof  his  literary  aiiibitkNi,aal 
lie  wn»  comfieilotl  lo  decline  the  service. 

hi  there  cirruiM«tnni-.es,  »ir.  I  njiply  to  you,  by  Ihcadviettf 
our  little  council  of  uar,  nothing  doubling  yon  will  not  bed» 
inclined  to  take  tho  duty  u|Kin  you.  as  it  is  niurii  cennscMi 
with  that  In  which  )oti  have  distinruiilied  yourxelf.  Wball 
reiiiK-<<t  IS,  that  you  will  review,  or  rattier  revise  and  conert  thl 
enc!o<>cd  |iarket,  and  prepare  it  for  the  prcM,  by  sncli  allei» 
tioiiK,  additions,  and  i.urtnilinents,  as  you  think  necessary,  rsr- 
?i\*e  my  hinting  to  you.  tliiit  the  dvepc».t  well  may  beeibi 
ed.  -ihi!  In-sI  corps  of  gn>nadu'rs,  as  our  old  general  of  b 
i-\;irco<iii  liiiii<^ii',  may  b4>  vtd  up.  A  few  hints  eaa  do  yisiai 
harm :  iiiid,  for  tlie  priusinoncy,  let  the  battle  Ite  first  won.  aai 
It  •Irnli  b<i  parted  at  the  drum-head.  I  hope  you  will  takf 
riiiiiiiiii.'  niniM  ih.ii  I  lin\e  Kiid.  1  am  a  iilain  soldier,  oad  lid> 
nc.oiistiim*Ki  to  compliments.  1  mny  add.  that  1  sliould  be  wsB 
contented  to  march  in  Uie  front  with  yuu— that  if,  10  pel  at 
name  wiUi  yours  on  ttio  iiite-iMige. 

I  have  I  he  honour  to  be.  tHr, 

Your  unknown  humble  Semirt, 

CLTHBUtT  CUTTTBIfCOb 
VUJ.«OB  OP  KINNAQl'HAlE, 

nf  AprU.  IB . 

Par  tif  Awkor  of  "  irarrrlrar,"  4<.  ^ 

cart  oj    Mr.  Julia    Ha^a/rHfJ 

i        UAMKr  f&crtu,  KiMMTi]^      ^ 


S^oogle 


ANSWER 

BT 

THE  AUTHOR  OF  "WAVERLEY," 

TO   THE 

FOREGOING  LETTER  FROM  CAPTAIN  CLUTTERBUCK. 


Jk  CAPTAIZf, 

D  Wit  ftdmira,  that,  notwithittndin;  Uie  diitanee  and  ceie- 
If  of  your  addre«,  I  rotum  an  anitwcr  in  the  termi  of  teml- 
Af .  Tlie  tnitli  ia,  your  orif  in  and  native  country  are  better 
wa  to  me  tlian  eren  to  joureclf.  You  derive  jour  renpect- 
•  parentage,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  from  a  land  vrhich 
aflbrded  much  pleaauie,  tut  well  ai  profit,  to  tho«e  who  have 
ad  to  it  aueoettAiUf .  1  mean  that  part  of  the  terra  inccgnita 
ch  b  called  the  province  of  Utopia.  Iti  productiona,  though 
mred  by  many  (and  aome  who  uw  tea  and  tobacco  without 
iple)  aa  idle  and  uniubatantial  luxuriet,  have  ncvertheleti, 
■nay  other  hixurioe.  a  general  acceptation,  and  are  Mecrctly 
vad  even  by  thoae  who  exprew  tlie  greatett  teom  and  dia- 
of  them  in  pnblic  The  drom-drinker  ia  often  tlie  ftral  to 
boeked  at  the  amell  of  vpiritB— it  ii  nut  unuvual  to  henr  old 
den  ladies  declaim  against  scondiU— tliu  private  book-caaes 
OOM  grovo-aeoming  men  would  not  brook  deetint  eyes— and 
ly,  I  say  not  of  the  wise  and  learned,  but  of  tliote  most 
iooi  to  aerm  such,  when  the  spring-lock  of  their  library  is 
m,  their  velvet  cap  pulled  over  their  ears,  their  feet  insinu- 
I  intn  their  turkey  slippera,  are  to  bo  found,  were  their  le* 
la  mMeiil J  intruded  upon,  busily  engaged  with  the  last  new 

wva  said,  the  truly  wise  and  learned  disdain  these  shifts. 
will  open  the  aaid  novel  as  avowedly  aa  they  would  tlie  lid 
hair  amifTbox.  I  will  only  quote  on^  instance,  though  I 
w  a  handred.  Did  you  know  the  celebrated  Watt  of  Bir- 
gham.  Captain  Clutterbuck?  I  believe  not,  though,  from 
it  I  am  about  to  state^  he  would  not  have  fhiled  to  have 
iht  an  acquaintance  with  you.  It  was  only  once  my  fortune 
•at  him,  whether  in  boJy  or  in  spirit  it  matters  not.  There 
I  aaeambled  about  half  a  score  of  our  Northern  Lights.who 
aasooicst  them,  heaven  knows  how,  a  well-known  chamcter 
oar  country,  Jedediah  Cteishbotham.  This  worthy  person. 
iof  oome  to  Edinbivgh  during  the  Christmas  vacation,  had 
ma  a  sort  of  lion  in  the  place,  and  was  led  in  leash  fhmi 
la  to  hoase  along  Mritli  the  guisards,  tlie  stone-eater,  and 
ofV  ■    • 


the  season)  which  "exhibit  tlicir  unpa- 

ilad  feala  to  private  family-parties,  if  required."  Amidst 
I  eooapany  stood  Mr.  Watt,  the  man  whose  genius  discovered 
■waaa  of  multiplying  our  national  resouroes  to  a  dograe 
wpaeven  beyond  his  own  stupendous  powers  of  calculation 
oonbinatioo :  bringing  tlie  treasures  of  tlia  abyss  to  tlie 
mifc  of  the  earth— giving  tlie  feeble  arm  of  man  the  momen* 
I  of  an  Aflrita— c^mnoanding  manufactures  to  arise,  as  the 
of  tka  prophet  produced  water  in  the  desert,  afTording  tlie 
OH  of  ifispensing  with  that  time  and  tide  whidi  wait  for  no 
I,  and  of  aaiting  without  that  wind  which  defled  the  com- 
idi  and  throau  of  Xerxes  liiroself.*  This  potent  commander 
hm  alementa-  this  abridger  of  time  and  spaoo— this  masi- 
I,  whose  doady  machinery  lias  produced  a  cliange  on  the 
rid,  the  affiseta  of  which,  extraordinary  as  they  are,  are  per- 
•  only  now  beginning  to  bo  felt— was  not  only  the  most  pro- 
ad  OMn  of  acienoe.  tlio  most  suconssfiil  combiner  of  powers 
I  ealoulatorof  numbers,  as  adapted  to  practical  purposes,— 
laot  only  one  of  the  most  generally  woll-infomied,— but  one 
dio  bast  and  kindest  of  human  beings. 
Imto  he  stood,  surrounded  by  Uif  little  band  I  hove  mention- 
>f  Jforthem  literati,  mun  ntit  less  tenacious,  generally  speak- 
,  of  their  own  flune  and  their  own  opinions,  than  the  national 
oaenta  are  supposed  to  be  jealous  of  the  higli  character 
ieh  they  have  won  upon  service.  Metliinks  I  yet  see  and 
f  what  I  shall  never  see  or  hear  again.  In  his  eighty-fifth 
1,  tlia  alert,  kind,  benevolent  old  man,  had  his  attention 
ft  to  every  one's  question,  his  infonnation  at  every  one's 

lie  laieota  and  fkney  overflowed  on  every  subject  One  gen- 
■aa  was  a  deep  philologist,- he  talked  with  him  on  the  ori- 
of  the  alphabet  as  if  he  had  been  coe\'al  with  Cadmus; 
ifher  a  celebrated  critic.— you  urould  liave  vaid  the  old  man 
I  stodied  political  economy  and  belles-lettres  all  his  lifb,— oA 

hcbajiy  ths  logtnioai  author  illndM  to  ihs  natlooal  adagt  t 

The  king  mi-l  Mil, 

Bat  the  winfl  •ai'l  no. 
ir  adMwImsatar  fwho  la  aliio  a  lan<1'.«arT«ror)  thlnka  thia  vbole  paa- 
rchra  to  Mr.  Watt's  impruvementa  on  tba  iteaip-cngioc.— Nsia  fry 
tmtmCtmtierkMei. 


sdenee  it  is  tmneeessary  to  speak,  it  was  hia  own  distinguished 
walk.  And  yet,  Captain  Clutterhurk,  when  ho  knoke  with  yoor 
countryman  Jedediah  Cleishbotham,  you  would  have  sworn  ha 
had  been  coeval  witli  Claver'so  and  Burley,  with  the  persecaton 
and  persecuted,  and  could  number  ewry  shot  tlie  dragoons  had 
fired  at  the  fugitive  Covenanters.  Jn  fact,  we  discoverea  that 
no  novel  of  the  least  celebrity  escaped  his  perusal,  and  tliat  (lie 
gifted  man  of  science  was  as  much  addicted  to  the  production 
of  your  native  country,  (the  land  of  Utopia  aforcsoid,)  in  otiier 
words,  as  shameless  and  obstinate  a  peruoer  of  novels,  as  if  ha 
hnd  been  a  fery  milliner's  apprentice  of  eighteen.  I  know  liltia 
opolocy  fbr  troubling  you  with  these  things,  excepting  Uie  de- 
itiro  to  conunemorato  a  delightful  evening,  and  a  wiiili  to  encou- 
rage you  to  Ahake  oflT  tlmt  modest  ditlldenee  which  makes  you 
afraid  of  being  supposed  connected  with  the  fliiry-land  of  dclu 
sive  fiction.  I  will  requite  your  tag  of  verw  from  Horace  hioi- 
self,  with  a  paraphrase  for  your  own  use,  my  dear  Captain,  and 
for  that  of  voor  country  duD,  excepting  in  reverence  the  dergy- 
man  and  sdioolmaster  :— 

JVa  tit  ancUIm  tlH  amor  p^oH,  tfe. 

Take  thon  no  acorn, 

Of  fiction  bom, 
Fair  flction'a  mnae  to  woo ; 

Old  Homer'!  (heme 

Waa  hnl  a  ilreim, 
Hlmielf  a  fiction  loo. 

Having  told  yon  your  country,  1  must  n  nrt,  my  dear  Captain 
Clutterbuck,  make  free  to  mention  your  own  immediate  de- 
scent You  are  not  to  suppoee  your  land  of  prodigii>9  so  little 
known  to  us  as  the  careful  concealment  of  your  origin  woula 
seem  to  imply.  But  you  have  it  in  common  with  many  of  your 
country,  stodionsly  and  anxiously  to  hide  any  connexion  with 
it  Thora  is  this  diflference,  indeed,  betwixt  your  cotmtrymen 
and  tliose  of  our  more  material  world,  Uiat  many  of  the  moat 
estimable  of  them,  such  as  an  old  Highland  gentleman  called 
Ossian,  a  monk  of  Bristol  called  Rowley,  and  otlierB,are  inclined 
to  pasa  themsolvee  off  as  denizens  of  the  land  of  reality,  where- 
as most  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  deny  their  cotmtry  are  anch 
as  tlmt  country  vrould  bo  very  willing  to  disclaim.  The  espe- 
cial circumstances  you  mention  relating  to  your  life  and  ser- 
vices, impose  not  upon  us.  We  know  the  versatility  of  tho  un- 
substantial siiecies  to  which  you  belong  permitii  them  to  assuma 
all  manner  of  disguises :  we  have  seen  tliem  apparelled  in  tha 
caAon  of  a  Pcndan,  and  tlie  silken  robe  of  a  Chinese,t  and  are 
ivepared  to  suspect  their  real  character  under  every  disfiuae. 
But  how  can  wo  be  ignorant  of  your  country  and  manneia.  or 
deceived  by  tlie  evasion  of  its  inliabitants.  wlien  tlie  vovagwoi' 
discovery  which  have  been  made  to  it  rival  in  number  those  re- 
corded by  Purchaser  by  Haekluytll  And  to  show  the  skill  aiKl 
perseverance  of  your  navigators  and  tre^-ollcrs,  we  have  only  tu 
name  Sindbad,  Aboulfouaris.  and  Robinson  Crusoe.  Thesa 
were  the  men  for  discoveries.  Could  we  have  sent  Captaui 
areenland  to  look  out  for  tiie  north-west  passogo,  or  Peter 
Wilkins  to  examine  Baffin's  Bay  what  discoveries  might  wa 
not  have  exi>ected  I  But  tliera  are  feats,  and  these  both  nume- 
rous and  extraordinary,  performed  by  tlie  inhabitants  of  your 
country,  which  we  read  witlioul  once  attempting  to  emulate. 

I  wander  ttom  my  purpose,  which  was  to  assure  you,  Uiat  I 
know  you  as  well  as  the  moUier  who  did  not  bear  you,  for  Mac- 
Duff's  peculiarity  sticks  to  your  whole  race.  You  are  not  bom 
of  woman,  unless,  indned,  in  tliat  figurative  sen«<^.  in  which  tlia 
oelebreted  Marii^  Edgeworth  may,  iii  her  state  of  single  blesseo- 
nw,  be  termed  motlier  of  tlie  finest  family  in  England.  Yoa 
belong,  sir,  to  the  Editors  of  the  land  of  Utopia^  a  sort  of  per- 
Hons  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  esteem.  How  is  it  posaiblc  it 
should  be  otherwise,  when  yon  reckon  among  your  corporation 
the  sage  Cid  Hamet  Benengeli,  the  short-faced  president  of  Uia 
Siiectator's  Club,  poor  Ben  Bilton,  and  many  others,  who  hava 
acted  as  gcntlemen-uahen  to  works  which  have  dieered  oj 
heaviest,  and  added  wings  to  our  lightest  lioun  f 

What  I  have  remarked  m  peculiar  Ui  Editors  of  the  daas  « 
whirJi  I  venture  to  enrol  you.  is  the  happy  combination  of  for 
tuitous  circumstances  which  iMuolly  put  you  in  possesaifC-aoC  tha 

t  8«  The  PfT^anlje^lKn,  *T«AT^CV>\"wxk«*  ^»>»^«<A 
\     ;Ra«LtsVQyft|!n\Ma^uMk«k  <  <^^^  ^y  ^ — ^^j^.^^ 


AN8WSR  TO  THE  INTRODUCTORY  EPISTLE. 


wofiu  whlf^i  you  1>JT«  fht  j$vo(](H?ri  to  br^Df  into  [wbtie  n<>t^Fft. 
One  wnlkcon  fh«  KH'ih^cv,  luid  k  wftvtt  cuu  or;  I  And  n  «inaJI  cj- 
ImdrtEtiM  tTiiuk  m rA&kvli  ounlAltimfa  raanutctripi  tnuth  dimitiieil 
wjib  tea  H  a  ler,  w  hieli  *  i  iriHi  ditbcdltr  (3«ci  p  tutw^^  fo  J  io  fujrUi  * 
AnDthrr  itr[t«  JnLo  ■.  cliwidlar't  thup  to  tNtrchm  m  jwwid  of  but* 
ter,  «ii4l  buiiuld  i  Ute  wMtxhpiptH  on  which  it  [Blftldia  thfl  Briiiiil- 
Mcripi  of*  cdliaridi^t  ^  ttiiid  li  u  fbii4iriati^  v  to  «ht4in  firtua  4 
wumui  who  litlj  Mfflnnu  Um  wrioQa  ocmteoii  ftf  mj  antimio 
bsffehu,  the  t>rop<rt)'  of  a  uvettmA  loiipir  ;  AIL  Ui^m;  arv  rtcr^ 
telnl]^  pouibla  orxurr«>D(!n  1  but  T  know  fiat  how.  Llifj  fcltltun 
o^rMir  tvnny  EdiTon,  nn^in  ihM^n  of  ruur  cocinrrr  At  ]>^a«t  J  ran 
ftunmr  for  mneif,  tiLai  in  my  «i1)t4rj  waJIci  ^y  Uw  ^no,  E  ncwr 
fsw  Heui  aihoteooF  ilunf  but  dulib  and  lanfjr,  fuvtj  qyv  oitd 
th«n  1  d«»awd  iiJirflfh  j  niir  laTi^ilndr  ntf^Tir  jitneoird  m*  witb 
uijr  ttOhUMaipt  Mtyti  her  £ur»{<d  l>>r)  ;  rnvd  Lhe  moi^t  tntvn<ii^nf 
of  id;  di«c«T«rtff  in  ihe  war  of  waiiu  patMir,  wu  l^ndtnit  h  h 
ifvanifuattatfi  tif  (iod  of  cnr  owo  noT^slg  wnuK  toutnl  an  OU&06 
aftni/fr  fio.  Cap  blip,  tha  ItiDdJi  from  i^^hidi  1  tui«e  dr&um  mv 
IK>wt?f  cif  nrnuRJnf  tlii?  publJc^  han  tnen  boof^hi  oihorwbw  than 
bjr  r(*rtiiiifmi  a<]vmtitr&  t  have  burifd  tnjt^Xf  in  llbnriri,  Lt> 
utmei  ttofa  the  iwiiici|i«  of  ■iic;t«iil  d>n  new  iMmeape  ar  my 
own.  I  ,h«rv  tiiBp4  «n«  MfoRW^  whld^  l^gn  tivi  j»(4itwtc<  1 
wv  oblleed  to  dMifiiAtt  «|(tit  hKf»  liMii  thd  ulmfliijfi  mimu 
tcripti  Df  Cameljof  Aetip^,  tlthoujrh  1  never mw  "the  door 
open  and  the  6ny\\  com*  io/^'f  But  aU  tht*  di>m»tic  iohabi- 
laau  of  tiia  librhriet  wets  diitturtwd  hj  tba  vfihemonce  of  idj 
ItMdjea  j— 

Fnna  di  i'  rovftrcti.  th*  boliftpl  ppjiler  n«d, 
AnJ  molAc,  l«mklju|>  ^urinliM  i4 1  t«i4- 

FtQB  fbli  lARTiMd  H!|i4j1elifn  1  Amtrcod  Uke  tha  Mketctan  in 
ttaa  p]iifi4nT^I«i,t^<iai  hii  twelttrmonUi't  mjdtnrp  m  ihoiimmt- 
tjiife,  HH  Hti».l»iin  to  «oar  citer  tjii?  h«Jid*of  tli?  multitULic,  liut  m 
wacH  In  tH4  crowd,  ami  to  elbow  amotifflttlio  Uirnnf.nMitinf 
ny  war  fWim  114^  li;jrti««t  wcifrt;  to  ilm  k»wfit«  uodtTiuinf  the 
#pefri,  iir,  whoi  ij  Fmnjor  la  hnxik,  litti  prntrattiming  ecraikMnDtm- 
uianortiin  ujie,  And  tndunna  rhn  vuLeur  fiunilUrlty  ofUia  othef,— 
and  all»  jou  wiJt  nj^for  wlint  i—io  cotlDct  matbriQli  for  onm  of 
OlMO  mAnuictiiitA  with  which  nH<fi9  chinco  »n  altenarcomnKi- 
diK*  j-oiti'  eoiuinimien  j  iri  oiht^r  word*  to  wTiti^  a  vuif^casirul 
RAwJ.-^"^  O,  ALlbvLiani.  how  hard  w«  labouf  iQ^  d^tcfva  ]rom 
plAim  1" 

I  »ifhl  atojr  here,  mr  dor  Dutfwrbuek  j  it  would  hft»e  a  ixsueh- 
uw«/wot^and  the  iit  of  jKropcrdaJtonutco  to  our  di'^ar  Public-- 
fiat  I  witi  nut  b«  tkUe  with  tou— {thuiuh  riiln<)iiMd  in— ^xcuh 
Jlio  obMrvttion— tb@  fLirrtni  wm  nf  f  wur  ft-juniTf  ,J  the  tniUi  if 
I  liaire  studied  aod  lived  far  tlia  [»urpoM  of  ^ktjrjfLiif  mjr  own 
tmimkf,  and  riBmmjf  roy  own  time  ;  and  thouh  thoiocnit  hu 
been,  th^it,  m  one  thkrim  c>r  niJ^ior,  I  litv*  hovn  fNjuuvciUf  bofun? 
tht^  PubJie,  pcrbapa  more  rrw^nttntlj  Uui*  piQ^vm  wmrantiTd, 
jfot  I  cannot  eJaim  f^&m  ihvm  tii«  favoof  dtw  td  tluw  who  ha%u 
dediisat^d  tlir  Ir  vnte  ojid  laidLmi  tc^  ttte  iBipnirenwnt  BSd  efltie^ 
laJnmLnu  of  «tbi?'rv- 

Havmf  conioiunit^atigil  ttmift«Ijr  wtUtfOO,  oir  de«r  CJUptain, 
ft  faWavf^,  nf  courM^  thiAl  T  wjll  |TOtaf^||r  ■Acetit  of  fOUr  com 


Tniinicvtron,  wbri^h, :»  jdut  E 


rvcdt  dltidiiiH  itjictf 


, ^^^IcUl 

bnth  tt¥  mibjcct,  muntm.  oitd  af«,  Intii  two  jmrU  But  I  cun  torry 
1  CbnnotcniUrj  jor  rttofiry  iiiiUli^A,)  Inp  Mflt^rinf  your  nunc 
■Q  apvpAJ-  upon  tM  ^tlff  [Atvt  uhI  I  wiiJeaiididly  luU  rou  iba 

The  Ed  iron  of  yonF  coimtrr  av  of  »uah  a  ioft  and  pouiTv 
diftpofilioo,  tAQi  Uiity  htve  ftwinfloyj  dono  tb<?iinji«lirei  jrtittdii' 
tmxm  by  i^fio^r  op  ihc  coadjatori  wlikr  firftt  tirokiirlit  inchm  iniA 
peblifl  nati«#  and  miblic  fa\oitr,and  kMifleriTif  Ihair  names  lo  be 
iped  hr  llio«  uuacti'  and  iiTinoitfvv  wb"  liv«  np^n  tlw  iikvi  of 
i^UHn.  Thiu  t  iliaiuA  to  t^Ll  how  t^ia  coeo  Cid  Han>tit  Ekim^- 
Mli  wu  Induced  by  onu  Jnon  ATallanoda  la  plaf  tha  Tar1(  with 
Cbt  i^c«miot»  J^finel  Cctvuttnut  uid  to  tiuhlJAli  a  aMfloa  Pirt  of 
(IwcaninluTVA  01  Jlu  heiOt  tbf  fenowned  [>t»t)  QuLxat^,  wiU^out 
I  be  kni'iwk''dea  or  coMi}:ioratJon  of  tit>  prmoiiMil  afuFeHid.  II  ii 
tmo,  the  AtnbijiT)  noeu  teUtmA  to  hi-  alluffuvnrr,  Bwd  tli«maftdf 
fiainpoMHt  a  (enuioo  cautimtatioD  of  tha  lUuflkt  ofLftMuiclia, 

*  e«*  |h«  HUi43i7  Hi  Aililiiin-^tbnk 

r  Ji4*iatbr««  aft  Oaiiivb- 

«<aSTOlMr'fe  B*il»A  HI  tb«  yMM  laaa  «^  nid  la  a  Cotijtfw'* 


in  which  the  laid  AwUnwdi  wiTot^m^nu  l»i 
Pot  In  Uiift  jy»  itavado-fdilnn  rvHtnblfl  th*  il^„.„ 
a|ie.  td  wliidi  a  ttjr  old:  ttcatMUfl  Ukciaea  Smam*  t ,     . 
JackoD  in  T«ir  haud^  rou  vma  luke  hisn  b»re  iwt  I 
Jaekw  in  nj  iHUid,  1  en  miltv  bim  biia  yon."    \^^ 


ftmt 
If  f  I 


uaa  iho  Arm  of  the  copanne-rr  in?  ««  *&AVt  td  GlA, 
1;  own  f  hflEtdk  which  tho  btroncy  fetl*  ttm  Ki  mB-tim 


.„,™^ _. ™  tfaiu  inadit  b>  Cid  Hxmai  L„^_ 

fall,  hi*  temimfnrT  ocAction  did  ftat  Um  k«P  occaaitift  »■«  4»* 
wata  of  (tie  infmiotu  Hidalf^  t^^m  Qui»«M«  if  tM  i-mn  b*  4ii 
to  difl,  whoi«  tmmvrj  ia  iminortaL  CHTUitcn  fui  h  i jn  m  ilnA, 
l#it  he  ibonld  afmi  n  fi)  I  in  to  bnd  handi-  A  wfid,  fM  ^Mt  HOMW 
Liuetice  of  Cid  HAmct'i,  drr^ction  i 

To  oucitd  a  iptirv  rnodi^maijidfijueli  tna 
oin  lorry  to  obasfva  m;  old  acfliuinLaniw  /edodjatii 
Jim  oMibfhBvad  hioMcir  ««  fir  ai  to  dovert  hie  ~ 
and  tci  ii;;  fur  himiM.'l'f-  I  ftm  afrftid  Lite  poor  r«d« 

hitlc  by  iitM  n«w  allj.£i.  uqfcit  the  pleunrw  Di" . 

pubhc.and,  fMauirht  I  know,  (he  rmtUsn^rnvfUm 
ff  i  th  itinnitH  «b«t  \n§  uU'ni  i  ty  i   I'  bw<rVQ.  tberHlaift  € 
CEutterbadf,  Uuti  wlvby  thnnv  r^Kit  «i9iispraa.  [nntf* 
a  partnar^  Mft  a  ueepipt  partivr  ruily.    A*  I  civii  ytm  mt 
*TCipluyor        -     -^         '    ■  .     .     _     ___..__^- 

IlWi||  ntmv 

mark  on  my ,, 

Q  rrim«  tni  couj]tLTr«JT^  vi  raui:h  &i  it  wovM  U>  inJiili'  iMi' 
tinph  nf  any  oihef  (jrnpinc— «  cnsie  amootiitnrt  •■    " 
D^onTfl  ui^Ei  FfHii*  iriAl*  aafUTv  u«.  |i>  notJIiLnf*!    ~' 

ir  LhOfBfora,  mydeuT  f>wtid^  ywjr  nunc  ihodld 

in  toy  titje  pa^  Mittjout  mine,  rfadefawiil  kt>OW „ _ 

of  j^oti^  J  tcom  to  nK wittier  arrinfenta  or  ilirwila  ;  twi  704 tt** 
not  bqf  b«  ibn^ible,  that,  m  yuo  bWfl'  four  liTvrarff'  nl^toa^  M» 
me  on  tlw  one  litnd,  ao,  on  tiifr  other,  your  ttfy  *(l  i«  it  fr^**^  -^ 
imrtl.    I  nan  a!  jpli^iure  mt  00*  yOiUr  Iim4ii3f.  *trik*  >'•->  | 

from  lb*  Jialrpay  eviahlj^hment,  nay  »cUiaI3r  Pttl  rm  t' .  , 

without  boiPt  anawerehle  to  any  one-    T?ina  aitptkirp  I 

to  a  ffrntl^mon  who  hu  tervwl  diirtn^  tlie  wMls  %mr  I 

em  ftware,  you  wdl  take  oothifit  Ufuaa  atnn  bisd^ 

And  po  w ,  my  «%K»d  -ir,  l*t  ut  ^^Ajtm  dOffclrtw  ta  «itr  t  ^  I 

afTenfQ  ea  w«  br^t  tAn  thj?  fnanuicH^it  af  ywu  neM4k|i*^*D^ 
ai  to  iuit  tbo  ta^ic  of  Uiii  crititcU  atfti.  Voit  wiV  OMlln* 
Euodo  vi^ry  libcml  o'ff  r<f  tut  t'^mt^Hiluu^  iio  alter  WtifftMtH||l 
nd  tpo  f4roura.E4c  m  Um  €imtth  uf  noioc,  whi^klwMH^ 
weiv  it  but  for  her  fajt«  and  ^^OJiten.  ^^^ 

Our  (tBd«r  ia  douhltoM  tiDpat^f,  in4  «t  «IA  «»%  «!■ 

John  Bituyjtn.  j 

Wffhmb»f[i«|dirtiiWdh(iiilBl^paN%,  ^4 

And  trtpL  hlmrmEi»l^wlMii4Ma«vUt  tlT"-^ 

Adiett.  Iheiefnre.  my  deai  C4jif4lit— nrOHfmbflt 


■y.qffgjjy^ 


ho  [WFMio,  the  (diooloiAatar,  aind  th*  bailji^p _ 

the   liai'py  ciob  m  th«  villafo  of  K^anA^iuEL^ir,    t,, 

aoen^  and  never  aliall  vw.omr  of  llwtr  inx^*- ;  ijidlpiMtu , 

JHR,  J  htl[eii>  Lbal  Da  putl  am  U«I4«(  i»^tiiAinte<i  wjm  ai«iln 
uiy  vUier  mv\  who  bi«a.-t  flMll  Maftj«t»Kii»«e  f«ft  Mflfi 
eand  (¥»nd,  Hlf.  John  B^UMlfM  d#  fttelty  Or««|  WJr"^ 
Willi  nnd  warm  lyooi  hJa  UfeUtb  U  ■iB0»  atidk  wakm 
Puhliiiicrir  Pc4C*  to  the  If  di(I*fpn<wa  i  tl  li  a  WfiOiftu 
and  tha  irriiaditt  #?  ■nu'  com  p  rrluMida  tbr  t^vikvall^BC  ti  1 
tho  book-wtitlnf  anwctoa^'^Onci  " 


wtlrl 


Tai  Autmoa  a*  Waii 

,  thM  Mr.  aii^itilt^Mma 


r>v|^,  4Mdcbtllbi]p«vnuuim4i«l*ia«»«« 

«ii  L^pd^torH  T[i«  Mifij  j^fipiiiu  iu44i »  v#«i  ChtJBtu^  Had  ■ajfimiiiii 
-  '     -  -  -'       -    -htmmVi^to< 

^  , ^-  -^^^-      _    th»i 

of  hl4ilin(AM    fu]l»,    I  -       ■ 


mwi,  UtAt,  Artef  feii|.  h4  klu^    BO  Vtai.  14 
ftant  of  M4ilin(AM   fi^ltm,   '■  Um  I^h' 

ihi  q-JtQuiiunf  In  prttiiaod  p«p«r 


*»ka  MilT 

no' Vtli  14  MSf  dVWQ  on  th*  1  n^jfllC 

Um  Ik0da«u vTMuy  t>u«d*«. '*    Ihu^  An. 
i|Nip«nrfUDeltll«w*rMi4M  ~ 


la  iMiirmn  E 

ThiiTJOtis,  mpA  tht  Iiij*4fi4  111  UN  l#vt^  WW* 
hoo^Hllcr  %arlQf  pnnt«di  »«  *  «p*«tlAOc4,  en 
^iin  <!(  Mr  tjAjii{fiof4,  MtiJ^i^  ««■  uDt  HP  ftartaiiaiii, 
Iftf  on  lh#  warlit  mi  j kiiniiw, 

I  [n  uiiwqjuririo*  tt  Tb«  uto<*ila  TlImsC  Mf  t^Hfidflfll  fflbilai  %l  Im- 
don,  Ki  aLnatlji'  nuodjHkMn  itt*  Ui«  Mr.  IlkL*  H^llartfiw^*  ai***"i 
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THE    MONASTERY. 


OHAPTEE  1. 

Pari  the  Uoak^  ttM  Mooki  they  did  timwaiaeUttit 

Thfin  all  the  froaiaeai,  all  the  Miperitition 

Of  a  antt  ftwa  «Bd  to^entitkMn  age-* 

May  He  be  pmiiad  thataeat  th>  healttiftg  lii^piit 

And  fcatter'd  all  these  pettUeotial  vapoiin  I 

But  ttitt  we  owed  them  att  to  yonder  Hariot 

Throned  oa  the  Mven  hill*  with  her  cup  ef  fOld, 

I  will  aa  aoon  believe,  with  kindSir  Eofor, 

TNU^ld  MoU  White  took  wiof  with  cat  and  braooMtfok, 

Aai  nStd  the  last  niybfa  tbeader.-Otf  Piap. 

Tn  Tillage  detenbed  in  the  Benedietine'B  menu- 
Miipt  by  toe  mme  of  Kenbaqtthatr,  beare  the  same 
OetttB  termination  wfaieh  occurs  in  Tratiuhair,  Ca- 
quhair,  and  other  eompounds.  The  learned  Chal- 
mmu  derivea  thia  word  Cluhair,  from  the  winding 
oooraAf  a  atream ;  a  definition  which  coincides,  in 
areaurkaible  degree,  with  the  serpentine  turns  of  the 
mar  Tweed  near  the  yiUage  of  which  we  speak.  It 
has  been  long  famous  for  the  splendid  Monastery  of 
Saint  ifaryi  founded  by  David  the  "Fh^t  of  Scotland, 
in  wfaoae  reign  ware' formed,  in  the  same  county,  the 
noless  aptendid  establishmedts  of  Melrose,  Jedbur^ 
iod  Kalso.  The  donations  of  land  with  which  the 
King  endowed  these  wealthy  fraternities  procured 
him  from  theMonkish  historians  the  epithet  of  Saint, 
■ad  from  one  of  his  impoverished  descendanta  the 
•plenetic  oenauia,  '^  that  he  had  been  a  aore  saint  for 
the  Crown.*' 

It  sasma  |>robable,  notwithatanding,  that  David, 
who  was  a  wise  as  weil  as  a  pious  monarch,  was  not 
moved  solely  by  religious  motives  to  those  great  acts 
of  manifieence  to  the  church,  but  annexed  political 
▼Mws  to  his  pious  oenerosity.  His  possessions  in 
Northumberland  and  Oumberland  became  precarious 
after  the  loss  of  the  Battleof  the  Standard ;  and  since 
tfe  comparatively  fertile  i%Uey  of  Teviotdale  was 
likely  to  become  the  frontier  of  his  kingdom,  it  is 
probable  he  wished  to  secure  at  least  a  part  of  these 
uluable  possessions  by  placing  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  monks,  whose  property  was  for  a  long  timeire- 
^notid,  even  amidst  the  rage  of  a  frontier  war.  In 
thia  manner  alone- had  the  filing  aome  chance  of  en- 
Bunog  protection  and  ssouritv  to  the  cultivators  of  the 
mil ;  and,  in  fact,  for  several  agea  the  poesessiona  of 
these  Aboeya  were  each  a  sort  of  Goshen,  enioying 
the  eum  light  of  peace  and  immonity,  while  the  reat 
of  the  eomMry,  occupied  by  wild  clana  and  maraud- 
uig  barona  waa  one  dark  aeene  of  eonfriaion,  blood, 
«unrsmiiied  oatrajge. 

Bm  these  inmiunitiea  did  not  eontinue  down  tathe 
imioa  of  the  crowns.  Long  before  that  period  the 
wars  betwhct  England  and  Scotland  had  lost  their 
anginal  ehataeter  of  international  hostilities,  and  had 
become  on  the  part  of  ihto  Engli^  a  struggle  foraub- 
J^JtioiL  on  that  of  the  Scots  a  deai>erate  and  infiiri- 
{llJM  dennoe  of  their  Hbertiea.  This  introduced  on 
uoth  aidea  a  degree  of  fury  and  animoaity  unknown 

^**^^  period  of  thenr  historv  t  and  as  religious 
K^plas  soon  gafve  waylo  national  hatred  spurred  by 
a  wveof  plunder,  the  patrhnony  of  the  Church  was 
°<^„Hm0ir  saorsd  from  incursions  on  either  side, 
otfll,  however,  the  tenants  and  vaaaals  of  the  great 
jjpheya  had  many  advantagea  o^er  those  of  the  lay 
^'**S!^  ^^  were  narassed  by  constant  military  duty, 
until  tlN^  became  deaperate,  and  lost  all  relish  [pr  the 
r**ff  peace.  The  vassals  of  the  church,  on  the  other 
"*in,  wore  only  liable  to  be  called  tMyms  on  gene- 
!^  <H3casiona.  and  at  other  times  wffl  permitted  hi 
^^^Bpvative  quiet  to  poaaen  their  farma  and  fous.* 

t.^?!»^t  Po»eag|inia  oonferred  upon  yaanlf  and  tttetr  h^in, 
■wo  nra  «naU  qaitiest,  or  a  moderata  proportion  of  'the  pro- 
y*:  Thi«  waa  a  favourite  manner,  by  which  the  charchBMn 
C'Jfy  thepattimonyf  their  tommott ;  and  many  deaoradantf 
?!  aieh  Aean.  aa  they  are  called,  are  atill  to  be  fiwnd  in  noe- 
n  eirtheir.fbaiilyloheritaaeea  In  the  neicUbouiliood  ofUle 


They  of  course  esdiibited  superior  skSll  in  every  thing 
that  related  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  were 
therefore  both  wealthier  and  better  informed  than  the 
military  retainen  of  the  restless  chiefo  and  noblea  in 
dieir  neighbourhood. 

The  residence  of  theae  church  vassals  was  usually 
in  a  small  village  or  hamlet,  where,  for  the  sake  of 
mutual  aid  and  protection,  some  thhrty  or  forty  fi^mii- 
liea  dwelt  together.  This  was  called  the  Town,  and 
the  land  belonginsrto  the  various  families  by  whom 
the  Town  was  inhabited,  was  called  the  Township. 
They  nsnally  possessed  the  land  in  common,  though 
in  various  proportiona,  according  to  their  several 
gnnta.  The  part  of  the  Township,  properly  arable,  - 
and  kept  as  such  continually  under  the  plough,  waa 
called  in-JieltL  Here  the  use  of  quantities  of  manure 
supplied  m  some  degree  the  exhaustion  of  the  soil* 
and  the feuan  raisedtolerable oats  and  bear,t  usually 
sowed  on  alternate  ridgm,  on  which  the  labour  of  the 
whole  community  was  bestowed  without  distinction, 
the  produce  being  divided  after  harvest,  aipeeably  to 
their  respective  interests. 

There  was,  besides,  oui-JUld  land,  from  which  it 
was  thought  possible  to  extract  a  crop  now  and  then, 
after  which  it  was  abandoned  to  the  '^skiey  influen- 
ces," until  the  exhausted  powera  of  vegetation  were 
restored.  These  out-field  spota  were  selected  by  any 
feuer  at  his  own  choice,  amongst  the  sheep-walkji 
and  hilb  which  were  alwaya  annexed  to  the*  Town- 
ship, to  serre  as  pasturngw  to  the  oomratjnlty.  Th« 
trniiMe  of  ciiltivairng  thes*?  patches  of  oui-ficld,  anti 
the  prearioufl  chnnce  that  ihe  ctoii  would  pay  the 
lelioiirp  were*  confliderc^i  a  a  giving  a  right  to  anv  J<?imr, 
whu  ( liosfi  1o  undortnlte  the  adventurer  to  ihi  product* 
w huh  inictit  result  from  it. 

Tin  ere?  ri'rnniDcd  the  pastura^s  of  e^iensive  TnOoraj 
when:?  the  vollm  often  oOor^led  R&od  gniBa,  and  upon 
whirK  the  vvhole  cattle  bdondng  lo  tW  co  mm  unity 
fed  irtfh«^riininotcly  during;  tho  summer,  imdcr  tba 
chnr^i.^  of  the  Town-htrdj  who  regularly  drove  them 
out  to  pftsture  in  tha  morning^  and  brought  thertt 
bar  k  ft t  night,  without  which  Drecnution  they  would 
hnve  tnllen  a  speedy  prey  to  some  of  the  Sufllchcrs  In. 
the  nuisKhbourhood,  These  nrp  things  to  make  tnodcim 
af^jicultiirista  holrl  up  their  hnnda  nnd  etaro^  but  the 
snme  mode  of  cultivfiiion  is  notyflt  entirely  in  dcane- 
ttide  in  iwmc  distant  parts  of  Norih  Britain,  and  may 
\h;  witne!^3ed  in  full  ffjrec  and  cxeicise  iu  the  Zetiiiiid 
Arrhipelaj^o. 

The  habitatioiM  of  ihe  church^feuarfl  were  not  less 
pTimitLVtj  than  thmr  nprriculture.  Iti  each  villagH  or 
town  wc!rc  scleral  »maU  tuwera,  having  battlements 
pT<>iectin|?  nver  the  side- walla,  and  usunlly  an  ad- 
viimreJ  angle  or  two  w-ith  shot  Wee  for  flanking  the 
door- way,  whit:h  was  always  deftincled  by  a  strong 
d>ir  of  uak»  (itudded  Vihh  nniilaj  and  often  bv  nn  ex 
icifinr  grsnxi  door  of  iron*  Theae  small  pc<^l■h^nIsea 
were  ordinnnly  inhabiEni  by  Ihe  prineipal  feuitrB  and 
tlidr  fnmitiefi;  but  upon  the  alarm  of  approadiini^  dan- 
ger^  the  whole  inhabitants  thronged  from  their  own. 
miserable  fottiiges^  which  ware  situated  arotind,  to 
gnrff^'in  ih^y^"  points  of  fHen^f.  It  wiis  thfn  n<^ 
enny  nnnier  for  i\  hostile  part?  to  penetrate  mio  ,ha 
village,  for  the  men  were  habituated  to  the  use  of 
bows  and  fire-arms,  and  the  towers  being  generally 
so  placed,  that  the  discharge  from  one  crossed  that, 
of  another,  it  waa  impossible  to  assault  any  of  them 
lindividnallsr. 

The  interior  of  theae  lionses  was  uaoally  sufficient- 
ly wretched,  for  it  would  have  been  (b\\v  to  have  fur- 
nished them  in  a  manner  which  comd  excite  th« 
svarice  at  their  lawleas  i]ei{[hbourB.  Yet  the  fa- 
milies themseWes  exhibited  in  their  appearance  & 
degree  of  oomlbrt,  information,  and  indepenUencet 
''  ^Orbla.  >  eoafwUDd  oTtailtr. 
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MpplUd  them  witb  bread  und  hoiiit^brewed  ale,  their 
herds  ami  Hockfl  wiih  bcjdi  and  mutton,  (the  I'xtni- 
vngttnn:  of  kill mg  lamba  or  cnhm  wa«  never  liioughi 
of.)  Ench  fflmily  killed  a  mart,  or  f&t  bulbt^k,  in 
November,  which  wna  naJlad  up  for  winter  uae,  to 
which  tho  iroodwife  couhl,  upon  great  ocefttions,  *dii 
a  dish  of  p"iJ5)5ons  or  a  fiit  ca|*on— the  tll-ealtiva*ed. 
garden  anbrdwl  "lana-c^ilt'/*— and  the  rivor  gave 
soljiiwn  to  ^^ervo  aa  a  reliob  diiriiJif  the  «aaton  of  Lerit* 

Of  fuel  they  had  jplenty.  for  ihe  bti«*  aflbrded  turft 
and  tho  r^nmm^  of  the  abuaad  woocii  contmued  to 
give  them  loj^s  for  bumiog,  i»  woU  m  limber  fijr  ihe 
n^ual  dome^tvc  purposeii.  in  additioiri  to  thcw  com- 
forUi  (Lie  goodmau  would  now  and  then  aally  forth 
W  tin?  gitjeowooc!^  and  mark  down  a  buck  of  wia^on 
wilh  biB  cun  Of  hiB  troaa-bow ;  and  tho  Father  Con- 
leaior  eel  do  m  n^uscd  him  absoliuion  for  the  trc»Da«^, 
if  duly  invited  to  take  his  *bftrfl  of  ih«  emoKin^ 
hauticb.  Some,  Btill  bolder,  rnndii!,  cither  witb  their 
own  domt?atic3,  or  by  aBsociatinjf  theiiieelvea  wiih 
thi?  tiio^fs- troopers,  in  the  laiigitn^i;  of  ftimpherda,  *'  a 
it  art  andoverloirpj''  and  (hB  golden  orr^  amenta  and 
fill  ken  head-geftf  worn  by  the  femakjsi  of  (>ije  or  two 
fanidiea  of  note,  were  lEividiaualy  traotfl  by  their 
ii«igliboiitstotuchaucceMliileKoaisi«n«.  Thia,how~ 
ever,  was  a  more  incxpmbk  mm»  in  the  eym  uf  the 
^bbpt  and  Cnmmtinity  of  St  Mary\  itian  the  bnr- 
rawing  one  of  the  *'gudtJ  kmg'a  detir;"  and  tbey 
failed  not  lo  disciountisnance  and  punish^  by  cTi>ry 
nieuni  in  their  puwer^  offcnoea  whtch  were  aure  to 
Wd  to  SGvurc^  retaliation  upon  the  proiKTiy  of  the 
C'htiTcb^  and  which  tended  to  alter  tne  vkkSLriuster  of 
iheir  peaceful  vassal a^sc. 

Aft  for  thti  information  po^eased  by  thnNi  depend- 
nnta  of  tho  Abbaciea;^  thoy  might  have  bt^en  trtdy  said 
lo  he  belter  fed  than  taiigbt,  even  though  their  fare 
had  been  worFo  than  it  wa^^  Still,  however,  thoy  en- 
joy t^l  opporiutvities  of  knowledge  front  which  otfierf 
weru  exoluded.  The  Monks  were  in  general  well  ac- 
ctuainted  with  their  vassals  and  tenants,  and  familiar 
in  th(!  families  of  the  better  eksa  iimoiij^  tbtim^  where 
they  were  i&urc  to  be  recti val  with  tlie  reapect  due  to 
their  twofold  character  of  spiritual  fntlier  arid  aeculnr 
landlord.  Thus  it  often  happened,  when  a  boy  di»- 
nUycd  talcnta  and  incLi nation  for  atudy,  one  of  the 
brethren,  with  a  view  to  his  being  bred  to  the  churchi 
or  ont  of  good-natune,  in  order  to  pass  away  liia  own 
tdla  time,  if  he  had  no  better  motive,  iniiiated  him 
intothemys^tmesof  reading  and  writing,  and  imparted 
.  Ijo  bin  I  Buch  other  knowledge  as  hehimiwlf  pofi^^sed. 
And  the  heada  of  these  albeci  fumilietH  having  more 
tune  for  reflecLjon^  and  more  akill,  aa  well  a  a  atrongcr 
motives  for  improving  theit  amall  proi>*rtie»,  bore 
pmongat  their  neigh boura  the  character  of  ebrew^d, 
intMligent  msiij  who  claimed  reaped  on  account  of 
thed-  comparative  wealtli,  even  while  they  were  de- 
spised for  a  leas  warlike  aod  en uarp rising  turn  than 
the  other  Borderer?.  They  livol  as  much  as  thfty 
well  canVl  amongsi  themselves,  avoiding  the  com- 
pany of  others,  i^nd  dreitding  nothing  more  than  (o 
bo  involved  m  the  deadly  feuds  and  ceaDelctfs  con  urn- 
tiona  of  the  secular  landholdera. 

Such  ia  a  gE^neral  picture  of  these  commnnitieiu 
During  the  fatal  wars  in  tho  commencement  of 
Quocn  Mary's  reigti,  thev  had  siifTerod  dreadfully  by 
tiu.^  hostile  invasions.  For  the  Englifiii,  now  a  Pro* 
testa  nt  people,  wctc  bo  far  from  sparing  ilie  church - 
lands,  that  they  forayed  them  with  more  unreknting 
aeventy  than  even  tha  poaa^fiona  of  tlie  laity.  Hut 
ihe  peace  of  IBStf  had  roatomi  some  deijrce  of  tran- 
qnillity  to  these  diatmcted  and  bartt^acxJ  region »»  and 
mntters  begnn  again  gradnally  to  i^Htle  upon  the  for^ 
tiior  footing.  The  monks  reoaircd  their  ravagi^ 
brines— 111 e  feuar  again  roofed  his  email  fortauce 
which  fhe  enemy  had  ruined— -the  poor  labourtir  re- 
built hifl  cottaise— an  eapy  taak,  where  a  few  coda, 
atones,  and  a  few  pieces  of  wood  from  the  nextcop^e, 
fitrnishcd  all  tb©  materiaU  net^ssary.  The  ealtie, 
laath,  were  driven  out  of  the  wastes  and  thickets  in 
which  Lba  remnant  of  them  had  been  sMmaied  \  and 
the  mighty  boll  moveil  «t  the  head  of  hia  aeraglio  and 
IboLT  lollowets,  to  take  poesession  of  their  wonted 
^utnres.    There  onaued  peace  and  quiati  the  Btat«  of 
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the  age  snd  nation  cooaidered,  to  the  Honaaucy  of 

Smm  Mary,  and  its  dependencies,  (or  wmtttX  iMn 
qml  years. 
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To  ton  Idim  t>le  hii  wvrir  roa  th  w 
fi'ti  »aliiarr  thPii— Uhj  traflu-hoftk 
Ot  full  Alecfo  fiflsft  vrik.Ml  LU  wiwlinrs, 
From  wticr»  Uw  bratk.  '  ■      ^' 


To  III*  wik(  i?>.^rt)iic<n]  bof,  fJi»  cwrlow** 
Waarir  wjtfm  farUt  it*  Ant  ua  fiable  tm 

We  have  said,  that  most  ctTtbafoiM^dsiFill  i^IIm 
village  beiOBipn^  to  ihetr  tewnahixMu  TIha  WMiuji, 
howem  smnMlly  the  case,  A  lonely  towe^  u 
which  mt  tMoer  must  now  be  intniduQe^  wm  at 
least  one  fl^tception  to  iha  ipaiMn]  rule. 

It  was  of  Din^ll  dimentiotis,  yet  lan^r  ibaii  4Mi 
which  occurred  in  the  villaga,  as  intimating  tlul^i^ 
i^ose  iif  aasault^  the  proprietor  wxrald  hava.lo  r 
his  own  unassisted  atfength.  Two  or  three 
hie  hutB^  at  the  foot  of  the  fortaiic^t  lield  ihe 
men  ana  tenants  of  the  feuar.  Tho  aiie  vrna  a 
ful  green  kaoLt.  which  started  up  suddenly  tm  i| 
throat  of  a  wild  and  narrow  gkn,  and  wbic' 
Borrounded,  eioi^t  on  one  aide,  Uy  the  W|l 
a  smaLl  atreflm,  atTorded  a  position  of 
etrength.  m 

Hut  the  paat  security  of  Glendesrs,  for  ao  tfanpUt 
was  calieo«  lay  in  its  secluded  and  alnioat  hi^AaNP 
tuation,  I'o  reach  tbe^  lowers  il  ^mm  i 
travel  throe  milm  tip  tha  glen.  O'oesinfC  i 
Liifies  the  hi  tie  strcanjt  which,  winding 
narrow  valley*  cncountervd  ai  efeTf  hm 
the  opposition  of  a  rock  or  precipikit»  baaik  4a  Q 
one  sitk  which  allured  its  couise,  and  e«iiH^^ 
shoot  off  m  an  ohiigue  direction  to  theoihet.  Tl|i 
hdls  whirh  ascend  on  each  side  of  this  eJeniMiamf 
(itetpj,  and  rii»e  boldly  over  the  atream*  wiiich  iatlM' 
imprtsoiied  within  their  barriers.  The  aideaief  l|s: 
gion  are  impracticable  for  horse,  and  ane  enif  1«  bi 
trii versed  by  mean  a  of  the  sbeep-palha  whieb  ba  doof 
their  aidea.  It  would  not  be  readily  auppiMMtliiis 
road  to  hopeless  and  so  diOtcuH  eould  had  1 
habitation  more  imponant  than  the  summeTi'' 
of  a  shepherd. 

Vet  tJie  glen,  though  lonely,  nearly  iiiagt.ii—p, 
and  stea-de,  was  not  then  abmhitely  voidtir  bakn 
The  turf  wbicb  cnverad  the  atnaU  Ipoitioil  ef  mm 
ground  on  the  aides  of  the.etream^  was  ae  doaiiai 
verdant  as  if  it  had  occttpied  the  acythea  otf  a  f~"^ 
drtxl  gardeners  once  a-fortntght;  ^ad  it 
niched  with  an  embroiderv  of  daiatosaiid  v 
era,  which  the  scythes  wnuld  certainly  liaveg 

The  little  br4K>kt  now  eonfined  be*wjjci  tsba 

now  lefl  at  largo  to  choose  its  coutm  thma^fal 
narrow  valley,  oann.-d  carclesalv  on  from  atm 
pool,  light  and  un turbid,  as  thut  bettar  claaa  of  ■ 
who  pass  their  way  through  iife,  yiekliog  lo  r 
mount  able  obataclcs,  but  as  far  from  hejfi^  m  . 
by  them  as  the  aailor  who  meets  by  chance  wWiMr 
unfavoLirable  wind,  and  shapes  hia  eouia«  aoi  m|| 
be  driven  back  as  little  aa  poesihle,  jT 

The  njountamsj  as  they  would  have  been  etJkil 
England,  Scott i€C  the  sto^  Aracs,  rose  abraMf  •fj 
the littieglen.  here  presenting  the  gray  face  u  a.ia4 
frotn  which  tne  turf  had  been  peeled  ny  tbe  Xm 
and   there  diaplaying  patches  of  wood  and  i 
which  bad  escaped  the  ww>te  of  the  callb  r- 
sbeep  of  the  fuuars,  and  which,  faadierinK  0^^   ^ 
up  tne  lH?ds  of  empty  torri^nia,  or  occtjpyinit  mm» 
cave  receaaea  of  tne 'hank,  gave  at  onea  bmirnrik 
variety  to  tho  landscape.     Above  these  mnflmd* 
woods  rose  the  bill,  in  barren,  but  puiple  m^mKjfi 
the  datk  rich  hue,  particularly  m  aqtutDQ,  HMm^ 
ing  beiiutifiilly^ith  llie  thickets  of  oak  ttadTmi^ 
the  mbuntam-ffiies  and  thomi^  the  aldst*  aod^ 
veri ti g  n^ns,  which  checker ed  and  variedl  ^a  o^ 
Bcent,  ana  not  less  with  the  dark -green  and  vnl^ 
turf,  which  compoi^  the  level  part  tit  lh« 
glen. 

V«t,  thoufcb  thna  emltcliabe^,  tha  »c^e  ^M 
ther  be  amcTiy  i^rtnei  ptibhine  ar  b«anttfuk 
I  Bcareel?  even  pictuieennc  or  rtpfcmifc    But  ji 


lh«  UMNm 

eoooMiM 

kuttfuk  lit. 


4imm.m 


^EBB  Mttlf  ASnST. 


I  «olltiide  ptwB&i  «s  th«  bewrt ;  the  tiATeller  felt 

lint  BBcertainty  whither  he  wee  goin^  or  in  what 
ma  wild  a  path  was  to  terminat&  w^eh,  at  timee, 
•trikee  more  on  the  imagination  than  the  in'and  fea- 
tures of  a  ahow-aceoe,  when  you  know  the  exact  dia- 
t«Dee  of  the  inn  where  your  dinner  ie  bespoke,  and 
at  the  moment  preparing.  These  are  ideas,  now- 
«veiv  of  alar  later  age^  for  at  the  time  we  treat  of;  the 
pictnreaaue,  the  beautiful,  the  sublime,  and  all  their 
mtermediate  shades,  were  ideas  abeokitely  unknown 
to  the  inhabitants  and  oceasional  Tisiters  of  Glen- 
dcai^ 

These  had,  however,  attached  to  the  scene  feelings 
fitting  the  time.  Its  name,  signifying  the  Red  Val- 
ley, seems  to  have  been  derived,  not  only  iirom  the 
maqple  colour  of  the  heath,  with  which  the  upper  part  of 
oiB  rising  banks  was  profusely  clothed,  but  also  from 
tiie  dark  led  colour  of  the  rocks,  and  of  the  precipitous 
earthen  banks,  which  in  that  country  are  called  aeaura. 
-— Another  glen,  about  the  head  of  Ettrick,  has  acquired 
the  same  name  from  similar  circumstances;  and 
tJMie  are  probably  more  in  Scotland  to  which  it  has 
oaPB  given. 

As  our  Glendearg  did  not  abound  in  mortal  visitants, 
•imrstitiDn,  that  U  might  not  be  absohitely  destitute 
ofinhabitants,  had  peopled  its  recesses  with  beini^s 
ba&onging  to  another  world.  The  savage  and  capn- 
eious^rown  Man  of  the  Moors,  a  being  which  seems 
genuine  descendant  of  the  northern  dwarfs,  was 

^josod  to  be  seen  there  frequently,  espedallv  after 

-  tbe  antsMnal  equinox,  when  the  fox s  were  thick,  and 
ol^Jeets  not  easily  distinguished.  The  Scottish  fairies, 
ttO|  a  whirasieal,  uritable,  and  mischievous  tribe, 
wftio,  though  at  tunes  capriciously  benevolent,  were 
anore  frequently  adverse  to  mortals,  were  also  sun- 
posed  tc  have  formed  a  residence  in  a  particulany 
wild  recess  of  the  glen,  of  which  the  real  name  was, 
oi  allusion  to  that  circumstance,  CarrU  nan  Shian, 
which,  in  corrupted  Celtic,  signifies  the  HoUow  of 
Ae  Fairies.  But  the  neijshbours  were  more  cautious 
in  speaking  about  this  place,  and  avoided  givinc  it  a 
name,  from  an  idea  con^mon  then  thmoghout  aU  the 
British  and  Celtic  provmoes  of  Scotland,  and  still 
tstained  in  many  places^  that  to  speak  either  good- or 
iU  of  this  capricious  race  of  imaginary  beings,  is  to 
provoke  their  reseiMment,  and  that  secrecy  aiid  si- 
lease  is  what  thejr  chiefly  oestre  from  those  who  may 
intnade  upon  their  revels,  ordisoover  their  haunts. 

A  mysterioos  terror  was  thus  attached  to  the  dale, 
which  affi>nled  access  from  the  broad  valley  of  the 
Tweed,  op  the  little  glen  we  have  described,  to  the 
fortalice  called  the  Tower  of  Glendearg.  Beyond  the 
knoll,  where,  as  we  have  said,  the  tower  was  situated, 
the  htUs  grew  more  steep,  and  narrowed  on  the  slen- 
der brook,  lo  as  searoe  to  leave  a  foo^th:  and  there 
the  fllen  terminated  in  a  wild  waterfall,  where  a 
^leader  thread  of  water  dashed  in  a  precipitous  line 
sf  Ibam  over  two  or  three  precipices.  Yet  farther  in 
Ibe  same  direction,  and  above  these  successive  ca- 
tvaets,  lay  a  wild  and  extensive  morass^  frequented 
only  bv  waterfowl,  vnde,  waste,  apparently  almost 
itiMrmfnsbleL  and  serving  in  a  great  meaJsure  to  se- 
parate the  inhabitants  ox  the  §fea  from  those  who 
lived  to  the  northvrard. 

To  restless  and  indefatioablemoss-troopera^  indeed^ 
these  morasses  were  well  known,  and  sometimes  af- 
forded a  retreat.  They  often  rode  down  the  t^— 
oftUed  at  this  tower— asked  and  received  hospitality-- 
hat  sttU  with  a  sort  of  reserve  on  the  part  of  its  more 
peaceful  inhabitants,  who  entertained  them  as  a  party 
<srNonh  American  Indians  m^t  be  received  by  a 
new  European  settler,  as  much  out  of  foar  as  hospi- 
tality, while  tha  uppermost  wish  of  the  landlord  is 
the  speedy  departure  of  the  savage  guests. 

This  had  not  always  been  the  current  of  feeling  in 
the  little  valley  and  its  tower.  Sinwm  Glondinmng. 
itsfonner  inhabitant,  boasted  his  connexion  by  blood 
to  that  ancient  family  of  Olendon  wvne,on  the  western 
border.  He  used  to  narrate,  at  his  fireside,  in  the 
•ntmvui  evenings,  the  feats  of  the  frimihr  to  which 
he  belonged,  one  of  whom  fell  by  the  side  of  the 
brave  Earl  of  Douglas  at  Otterboume.  On  these 
oecaeions  Simon  usually  held  upon  his  knee  an 
■ilciMit  knoadsword,  which  had  belonged  to  his  aa- 


oestors  befbre  any  of  tiis  fimfly  bad  eonassted  to 
accept  a  fief  under  the  peaeafiu  dominion  of  the 
Monks  of  Sl  Mary's.  In  modem  days,  Simon 
might  have  lived  at  ease  on  his  own  estate,  and  quietly 
murmured  against  the  frite  that  had  doomed  him  to 
dwell  there,  and  cutoff  his  access  to  martialreno%ni. 
But  so  many  opportunities,  nay,  so  many  calls  there 
were  for  him,  who  in  those  days  spoke  big,  to  make 
good  his  words  by  his  aofions,  that  Shnon  Glendi»> 
ning  was  soon  under  the  necessity  of  marching  wi^ 
the  men  of  the  Halidome,  as  it  was  caUed.  of  Saint 
Mary's,  in  that  disastrous  campaign  which  was 
concluded  by  the  battle  of  Pinkie. 

The  Catholic  clergy  were  deeply  interested  in  that^ 
national  quanel,  the  principal  object  of  which  was, 
to  prevent  the  union  of  the  infant  Queen  Mary  with 
the  son  of  the  heretical  Henry  VIII.  The  Monks 
had  called  out  their  vassals,  under  an  experieaesd 
leader.  Many  of  themselves  had  taken  arms^  and 
marched  to  the  field,  under  a  banner  representmsa 
female,  supposed  to  personify  the  Scottish  Ch««K 
kneeling  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  yrith  the  legend, 
Ajpidet  Spon»m  ne  obHvitcaris.* 

The  Scots,  however,  in  all  their  wars,  hsd  mote 
occasion  for  good  and  cautious  gjanerals  than  far 
excitation,  whether  political  or  enthusiastic.  Their 
headlong  fnd  impatient  courage  uniformly  induced 
them  to  rush  into  action  without  duly  weighing 
either  their  own  situation  or  that  of  their  enemies, 
and  the  inevitable  consequence  was  frequent  defeat 
With  the  dolorous  slaughter  of  Pinkie  we  have 
nothing  to  do,  excepting  that,  among  ten  thousand 
men  of  low  and  high  d^iree,  Simon  Olendinning,  of 
the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  bit  the  dust,  no  way  dis* 
paraginf  in  his  death  that  ancient  race  from  which 
he  claimed  hie  descent. 

When  the  dolefrd  newa  which  spread  terror  and 
mourning  through  the  whole  of  Scotland,  reached 
the  tower  of  Glendearg,- the  vridow  of  Simon,  Ei- 
speth  Brydone  by  her  family  nama  was  alone  in  that 
desolate  habitation,  excepting  a  hmd  or  two,  alike 
past  martial  and  agricultural  labour,  and  the  helplees 
widows  and  famines  of  those  who  had  fallen  with 
their  master.  The  feeling  of  desolation  was  univer- 
sal:— but  what  availed  it  7  The  Monks,  their  patrons 
and  protectors,  were  driven  from  their  Abbey  by  the 
English  forces,  who  now  overran  the  country,  and 
compelled  at  least  an  appearance  of  submission  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Protector,  Somer- 
set, formed  a  strong  camp  among  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  castle  of  Roxbtogh,  and  coro|>dled  the  neigh- 
bouring country  to  come  in,  pay  tribute,  and  take 
assurance  fh)m  him,  as  the  phrase  then  went  In- 
deed there  was  no  power  of  reeistance  remaining; 
and  the  few  barons  whose  high  anirit  disdained  even 
the  appearance  of  surrender,  could  only  retreat  into 
the  wildest  fastnesses  of  the  country,  leaving  their 
houses  snd  property  to  the  wrath  of  the  En^sh.  whs 
detached  partiee  everywhere,  to  distress,  by  military 
sxaction,  those  whose  chiefs  had  not  made  their  sub- 
mission. The  Abbot  and  his  community  having 
retreated  beyond  the  Forth,  their  lands  were  severely 
foray^ed,  as  their  sentiments  were  held  peculiarly 
inimical  to  the  alliance  with  England. 

Amongst  the  troops  detached  on  this  Mrvice  was 
a  small  party,  commanded  by  Stawarth  Bolton,  a 
captain  in  the  English  army,  and  full  of  the  bhint 
and  unpretendine^  gallantry  and  generoeity  which 
have  so  often  distin]giiished  that  nation.  Risistanoe 
was  in  vain.  Elspeth  Brydona  when  she  descried  a 
dozen  of  hoiVsemen  threading  their  way  up  the  g^en, 
with  a  man  at  their  head,  whose  scarlet  doak,  bright 
armour,  and  dancing  pluinej  proclaimed  him  a  leader, 
saw  no  better  protection  tor  herself  than  to  issue 
from  the  iron  gate,  covered  with  a  long  mourning 
veil,  tlnd  holding  one  of  her  two  sons  in  each  hand, 
to  meet  the  Englishman— state  her  deserted  condi- 
tion—place the  Gttle  tower  at  his  command— and  beg 
for  his  mercy.  She  stated,  in  a  few  brief  words,  her 
intention,  and  added.  "I  submit,  because  I  have  uae 
means  of  resistance.^' 

**  And  I  do  not  ask  your  submission,  mistress,  for 
the  same  reason,"  rephed  the  Englishman.    "To  bs 
•  Fonet  not  tlM  tflUcted  Spotua 


<Mdiflodiifyoiirpe»orfWlmteiitifioai»«lIIt0ki  and, 
lh>ni  what  you  tell  -me,  there  is  ao  reason  to  doubt 
them." 

"  At  leaat,  air/'  aaid  Elapath  Bcydoae,  "  take«haie 
,of  what  our  epence  and  our  gamen  afford.  Your 
honea  are  tiica-^^your  folk  wantrefreehinent.'* 

**  Not  a  whit— not  a  whit,''  answered  the  honest 
Englishman  $  *Hi  shall  never  be  said  we  distuihed  by 
carousal  the  widow  of  a.  braye  adldier,  while  she  was 
mourning  for  her  husband.— ComradeSi  fooe  about— 
Yet  Btny/'  he  added,  ehecking  liis  war-horse,  "  my 
parties  sre  out  in  eveiy  direction ;  they  must  ha^e 
some  token  that  your  family  are  under  my  assurance 
^  of  safety.— Here,  my  little  fellow,'*  said  he,  speaking 
to  the  eldest  boy,  who  might  be  about  mne  or  ten 
,    years  okl,  'Mend  me  thy  bonnet." 

The  child  reddened,  looked  sulky,  and  hesitated, 
while  the  mother,  with  many  a  /ye  and  naypehaw, 
and  such  sarsenet  chidings  as  tender  mothers  give  to 
4ipoiIed  children,  at  length  succeeded  in  snatchmg  the 
bonnet  from  him,  and  banding  it  to  the  English  leader. 
;  Stawarth  Bolton  took  his  embroidered  red  cross 
from  his  barret-cap,  and  putting  it  into  the  loop  of 
the  boy's  bonnet,  said  to  the  mistress,  (for  the  title 
of  lady  was  not  given  to  dames  of  her  degree,)  "  By 
this  token,  which  all  my  people  will  respect,  you  will 
be  freed  trom  anv  importunity  on  the  part  of  our 
forayers."  •  He  placed  it  on  the  boy's  head;  but  it 
was  no  sooner  there,  than  the  little  tellow,  his  veins 
swelling,  and  his  eyes  shooting  fire  through  tears, 
snatched  the  bonnet  from  his  h^ad,  and,  ere  his 
mother  could  interfere,  akimmed  it  into  the  brook. 
The  other  boy  ran  instantly  to  fish  it  out  again, 
threw  it  back  to  his  brother,  first  taking  out  the 
oroes,  which,  with  great  ▼eneration.  he  kissed,  and 
put  .into  his  bo8om«  The  Englishman  was  half 
aivefted,  half  surprised,  with  the  soene. 

"  What  mean  ye  by  mrowing  away  Saint  George'a 
red  cross  V*  saidhe  to  the  elder  boy,  m  a  tone  betwixt 
jest  and  earnest. 

**  Because  Saint  Qeorge  is  a  southern  saint,"  said 
the  child,  sulkily. 

"  Good  P'-said  Stawarth  Bohon.—*' And  what  did 
you  mean  by  taking  it  out  of  the  brook  again,  my 
little  fellow  f"  he  demanded  of  the  younger. 

"  Because  the  priest  says  it  is  the  common  sign  of 
salvation  to  all  good  Christians." 

**  Why,  good  again !"  aaid  the  honest  soldier.  *'  I 
protest  unto  you,  mistress,  I  envy  you  these  boys. 
Are  they  both  yours  9" 

Stawarth  Bolton  had  reason  to  put  the  question, 
tor  Halbert  Glendinning,  the  elder  of  the  two^  had 
hair  as  dark  as  the  rayen's  plumage,  black  eyes, 
large,  bold,  and  sparkling,  that  glitteied  under  eye- 
brows of  the  earns  complexion;  a  skin  deep  em*- 
bcownedj  though  it  could  not  be  termed  swarthy,  and 
an  air  of  Activity,  frankness,  and  determination,  far 
beyond  his  ageL  On  the  other  hand,  Edward,  the 
younger  brother,  was  light  haired,  blu&^ed,  and  of 
fairer  complexion,  in  countenance  rather  psSe,  and 
not  exhibitmg  that  rosy  hue  which  colours  the  san- 
guine cheek  of  robust  health.  Yet  the  boy  had 
nothing  sickly  or  iU-oonditioned  in  his  look,  but  was, 
'  on  the  contrary,  a  fair  and  handsome  child,  with  a 
amiling  face,  and  mild,  yet  cheerful  eye. 


of  i.^rttil(iK  tnjt  U>en  ocf  upi<Mi  hy  tiui  faimijt  of  Squire  rtnn-m  of 

mil  to  by  itffiW'i^  to  rimipd  oioti  oTa  ^trancvatimimn:!  unknunn 
IfiPi^uAK^i?  But  rhrnionnfuitc  m^'kniiwjtiteri  tw  cim  cjiftmiii  p*f  'he 
mi>iinEDiit^er».  Ihnt  t\w  Ijidj-  of  ih**  ni^ntion  iiad  bwR  jtul  (I'rti- 
tered  of  a  <Laiif4iii-r,  anii  flKr>nF«*p['  ttar  bwiMj,  that.  unJor  tli4M 

*^<jo(i  futtifiA,'*  *fud  thf*  (TuJIilnf  chief,  "'ill fit  r  or  mmrj  ^muld 

Mnr  1  friiof**!  tq  KM  IM  inDuiti "  Tlie  child  was  tiraLi^hL  und 
tlus  Higjhfojiijur,  EAJkiffii  hiA  cirrkAde  utix  of  his  Llon^f^t,  and  [i^i> 
fitfif  n  on  liie  ulu'ld^i  bR?n4l,  "TUai  will  l(.'  u  Toki'ii,"  lio  wild, 
"  tn  nn^  nf  nifr  luinnt^  srhttttihY  (tonve  hiLlicr,  rliiLL  PonaJii  Vf*- 
rkiriiilH  of  Kin Lh>i^h  Mould rr.  Iiilf  mStPn  thftrBniiLr  af  Rose  !"n^l« 
uhdvt  iNd  finir^rEKH],''  TUii  In^r 'viho  Ktitsiwii  \n  irtfiv'itt^  itiin 
tu4b  itC  HiftitaiiiL  ure>biciion,  il  iiOH  iVlnr>.  Lvl)'  Ck<rk  of  ]'m- 
bjciihclc  i,  oTid  iifi  t\tii  min  of  JiioD  itlll  v-fUT^  tlio  cof knJu  HU.ch 
WM  uimt^t.  ofQ  iMt  bn?ut,  with  &  whitarafes  u  a  kiJidred  d^  eo- 


The  mstlwr  gyMiosd  afwd  umhtiily  glMws^  1 
at  the  one,  and  than  at  mt  other,  en  ahe  ansvPi 
the  Englishman,  "Sunly,  air,  they  «ie  both  nag 
ehildrtti." 

*'And  by  the  aame  fiithsr,  mistvessr'  said  Sta- 
warth ;  but.  aeeing  a  bhish  of  diMleaane  «nas  sa 
her  brow,  na  inatantly  added,  ^Nay,  I  meao  ■• 
offence  i  I  would  have  aaked  the  same  quealioii  m 
any  of  B^r  gossips  in  Merry  Lincoln.— Well,  rtawa^ 
you  have  two  fov  boys:  1  wsuld  I  cookl  borrow <ni^ 
lor  Dame  Bolton  anal  live  chihUeas  in  oor  old  faalL-^ 
Come,  little  fellows,  which  of  you  will  go  with  me  I'* 

The  trembling  mother,  half-feanng  as  he  snoke^ 
drew  the  shildran  towards  her,  one  with  either  haii4 
while  they  both  answered  the  strsngar.    "  i  will  not 

?[o  with  you,"  said  Halbert  boldly,  "  for  y«m  spa  « 
alse-hearted  aouthem ;  and  the  southerns  Jullsd  mm 
father;  and  I  will  War  on  you  to  the  dea^  whm  I 
can  draw  my  father's  sword." 

"  God-a-mersy,  my  little  levin-bolt,"  said^StMSWlk 
"  the  goodly  eustom  of  deadly  JBud  will  oemr  ga 
down  m  thy  day,  I  presuDie.^ABd  yoa,  my^fini 
white-head,  will  you  not  go  with  me,  to  hoe  a  oadt^ 
horaer 

"No,"  aaid  fldward  domtvely,  **|br  jcm  m  « 
heretic." 

"Why,  God-a-mercy still  V*  said  Stawttrth  BoHoa. 
"Well  dame,  I  see  I  shall  find  no  vscnnta  liar  ar 
troop  from  ysu  t  and  yet  I  do  envy  yoa  tbsas  tna 
little  chubby  knaves."  fie  sig^  a  monmnt,  aa  mm 
visible,  in  spite  of  gorget  and  coralst,  and  tkes  addadb  * 
"And  yet  my  dame  and  I  would  but  qnanel  w^ok 
of  the  knaves  we  should  like  best ;  fior  I  aboold  wisli 
lor  the  bUck-eyed  NMrne-^and  ahe,  i  wairant  mailer 
that  blue-eyed,  fair-baised  darling.  Natbdeaa,  va 
must  brook  our  solitary  wedbek^  and  iriah  joy  to 
those  that  are  more  fortunate.^-dw9sant  Biittaaa,  da 
thou  remain  here  till  reoalladr^protect  this  fiaiiuly,  as 
under  assurance-^o  them  no  wron^  and  aufier  na 
wrong  to  be  done  to  thcrn^  aa  thou  wat  aaawer  it-» 
Dame,  Brittson  isamamed  man,  old  aad  alaadyi 
fised  him  on  what  you  will,  bat  give  him  not  ovor 
much  liquor." 

Dame  iGIendimiiaig  Jigain  dSned  refreahmama,  bat 
with  a  faltering  votee,  and  an  obviona  daaira  bar 
invitation  ahoold  not  be  accepted.  'Hn  fact  wm 
that,  supposing  her  boys  as  piaeioiis  in  tba  sfea  si 
the  EngtishmBn  aa  in  her  own,  (the  mom  •rdinaif 
of  parental  erram,)  she  was  half  aftaid,  that  ms 
admiration  he  expresaed  of  them  in  hisUant  mamMff 
might  end  in  his  actually  carrying  off  one  or  oth« 
of  the  little  darlings  whom  he  appealed  to  covet  a^ 
much.  She  kept  hold  of  their  handa,tharafoBe,aaM 
her  feeble  atreagth  ooald  have  bees  of  aorvioe  bad 
any  violence  been  intended,  and  aaw  wkh  ioy  aha 
eouki  not  diaguiae,  the  UttLe*  party  of  horse  cooaiflv 
march,  in  order  to  descend  the  glen.  Bar  faaliBgi 
did  not  escape  Stawarth  Bolton.  "  I  lietipwa  90% 
dame,"  he  aaid,  "fiyr  being  auspicious  that  an  br 
Uah  faloon  ;waa  hovering  over  your  Scottish  wqr* 
brood.  But  fe^r  not-r^hose  who  haii;e  Stiwett  ebd» 
dreo  have  feweat  cares ;  nor  does  a  wiae  man  oomI 
those  of  another  household.  Adieu,  dame ;  whit 
the  black-eyed  rogue  is  able  to  drire  a  mray  fiRMi 
England,  teaoh  him  to  spare  woman,  and  Ghildnl^ 
even  for  the  aake  of  Stawarth  Boltoib" 

"  God  be  with  you,  gallam  aovthenn  T*  aam  £1- 
speth  Glendinning,  but  4M»t  titt  he  wf«  out  of  hetfin^ 
spurring  on  his  good  hoise  to  regain  the  head  of  m 
party,  whose  plumage<and  airoour  we^  naw  glanM 
and  gradually  disappearing  in  the  4iataii€i\  as  they 
winded  down  the  glen. 

'^  Mother,"  eaidSie  elder  boy,  *'  I  viU  not  aav^  mm 
to  a  prayer  for  a  southern." 

"Mother,"  said  the  youagsi;  mote  raiMienCiaily 
"ia  it  right  to  pcay  lor  a  heretic  1" 

^'The  God  to  i^om  I  pray  only  knows."  antwm 
poor  Elspeth;  "  but  these  two  words,  soothera  aai 
heretic  have  already  cost  Scotland  tan  thopaand  41 
her  best  and  braveat,  and  ma  a  hnabaoO,  aod  yim  a 
fiuheri  and,  whether  blraaing  or  bannmfc  I  IMNI 
wish  to  hear  them  moie.— iPoBow  me  to  the  Plaa% 
air"  ahe  said  to  Brittson,  "  and  (wch  M  «•  hava  M 
^oftr  you  shall  b^at  your  ( 
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Ther  Kffhtad  down  on  Tw«ed  wnter, 
▲■d  Mew  tlMir  coal*  Me  h«i. 

And  fired  Ike  March  and  Teviotdale, 
AH  io  an  evening  lAle.—Avld  Maittand. 


*raa  nport  soon  spread  through  the  patrimony  of 
Sain(  Manra  and  ita  vicinity,  that  the  Mistress  of 
Grlendaarg  had  received  assurance  from  the  Eo^'sh 
ClaptmiB,  and  that  her  cattle  were  not  to  he  driven 
><!;  or  her  com  burnt.  Among  others  who  heard  this 
report,  it  readied  the  ears  of  a  lady,  who,  once  much 
Kigher  in  rank  than  Elspeth  Qlendinning,  was  now 
by  tHe  same  calamity  reduced  to  even  greater  mislbr- 

She  was  the  widow  of  a  brave  soldier,  Walter 
Avenel,  descended  of  a  very  ancient  Border  family, 
who  once  possessed  immense  estates  in  E^kdale. 
These  bad  long  since  passed  from  them  into  other 
handiL  but  they  still  ei\joyed  an  ancient  Barony  of 
c^nsioerable  extent,  not  very  far  from  the  patrimony 
ot  St.  Mary's,  and  lying  upon  the  same  side  of  the 
rirer  vrith  the  narrow  vaie  of  Glendears.  at  the  head 
of  %vhich  was  the  little  tower  of  (he  ulen^nnrngs. 
Here  th^  had  UvecL  bearing  a  respectable  rank 
amonffst  the  gentry  of  their  province,  though  neither 
wealthy  nor  powerful  This  ffeneral  regard  had  been 
much  asgmented  by  the  skill,  courage,  and  enter-' 
piise.  which-  had  boon  displayed  by  Walter  Avenel, 
the  lavt  Baron. 

When  Scotland  be^n  to  recover  from  the  dreadful 
■bock  she-  had  sustained  after  the  battle  of  Pinkie- 
Cleugt^  Avenel  was  one  of  the  first  who,  assembling 
a  small  force,  set  an  example  in  those  bloody  and 
unsparing  skirmishes,  which  ^owed  that  a  nation, 
though  conquered  and  overrun  by  invaders,  may  yet 
ivage  i^inst  them  such  a  war  of  detail  as  shall  in 
the  «ia  become  fatal  to  the  foreigners.  In  one  of 
tbe3&  however,  Walter  Avenel  feu,  and  the  news 
which  came  to  the  house  of  his  fathers  was  followed 
by  the  distracting  intelligence,  that  a  party  of  Eng- 
liahaien  were  coming  to  plunder  the  mansion  and 
lands  of  his  widow,  in  order,  by  this  act  of  terror,  to 
prevent  others  from  following  the  example  of  the 
deceased. 

The  unfortunate  Uuly  had  no  better  refuge  than  the 
miserable  cottage  of  a  shepherd  among  the  hills,  to 
which  she  was  hastily  removed,  scarce  conscious 
where  or  for  whst  purpose  her  terrified  attendants 
were  removing  her  and  her  infant  daughter  from  her 
ewn  house.  Here  she  was  tended  with  all  the  du- 
teoos  service  of  ancient  times  by  the  shepherd's  wife, 
Tibb  Tacket,  who  in  better  days  had  been  her  own 
howerwoman.  For  a  time  the  lady  waf  unconsdous 
of  bar  miasry ;  but  when  the  first  stonnins  efiea  of 
grief  was  so  far  passed  away  that  ahe  coula  form  an 
eetinate  of  her  own  situation,  the  widow  of  Avenel 
bad  cause  to  envy  the  lot  of  her  husband  in  his  dark 
and  sileot  abode.  The  domestics  who  had  guided 
her  to  her  pUtce  of  refhge,  were  presently  obliged  to 
disperse  for  their  own  safety,  or  to  seek  for  necessary 
Bubsisiencei  and  the  shepherd  and  his  wife,  whose 
poor  cottage  she  shared,  were  soon  after  deprived  of 
the  means  of  afibrdin^  their  late  mistress  even  that 
ooarse  sustenance  which  they  had  gladly  shared  with 
her.  Some  of  the  English  forayers  had  discovered 
and  driven  off  the  few  sheep  which  had  escaped  the 
first  researches  of  their  avarice.  Two  cows  shared 
the  fate  of  the  remnant  of  their  stock ;  they  had  af- 
Ibrded  the  family  aTmost  their  sole  support,  and  now 
ttmiae  appeared  to  stare  them  in  the  race. 

"  We  are  broken  and  beggared  now,  out  and  out^" 
said  old  Martin  the  shepheid-and  he  wrong  his 
bands  io  the  bitterness  of  agony,  "  the  thieves,  the 
harrying  thieves !  not  a  eloot left  of  the  haill  hirsd  1*' 
^  And  to  see  poor  Orixzy  and  Crummie,"  said  his 
wife,  "  turning  back  their  necks  to  the  byre,  and  rout- 
iuE  while  the  stony-hearted  villains  wars  brogging 
them  on  wi'  their  lances !" 

*  Thsss  were  bat  four  of  them,"  said  Martin,  "  and 
I  have  seen  the  day  fortv  wad  not  have  ventured  this 
hagth.  But  our  strength  and  manhood  is  gane  with 
Mr  piur  mnisisr  1" 

''  For  the  sake  of  the  holy  ro^  whisht,  roan  T'  said 
4sBB9tfvUi   "Mr  Isddy  U  bslf  gane  already,  m  ye 
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may  see  br  that 
mair  and  she's  d( 


^ of  the  ea-lid— a  word 

outnahL" 

"I  could  almost  wish,^  said  Martin,  "we  were 
a'  gane,  for  what  to  do  |^.8ses  my  puir  wit.  I  care 
httie  for  myaell,  or  you,  Tibb,— we  can  make  a  fend 
—work  or  want— we  can  do  baith,  but  she  can  do 
neither." 

Thev  canvassed  theh  situation  thus  openly  before 
the  lady,  convinced  by  the  paleness  of  her  look,  hor 
quivering  lip,  and  dead-set  eye,  that  she  neither  heard 
nor  understood  what  they  were  saying. 

**  There  is  a  way,"  said  the  shepherd  "  but  I  kcnna 
if  she  could  bring  her  heart  to  it,— there's  Simon  Gleii 
dlnning's  widow  of  the  glen  yonder,  has  had  asau 
ranee  from  ;he  southern  loons,  and  nae  soldier  to  sicei 
them  for  one  cause  or  other.  Now,  if  tlie  ledd? 
could  bow  her  mind  to  take  quarters  with  Elspeth 
6len4inning  till  better  days  cast  up,  nae  doubt  it  wad 

be  doing  an  nonour  to  the  like  of  her,  but" 

.  "An  nonour!"  answered  Tibb,  "ay,  by  my  word, 
sic  an  honour  as  wad  be  pride  to  her  kin  mony  a 
lang  year  after  her  banes  were  in  the  mould.  Oh  I 
guoeman,  to  hear  ye  even  the  Lady  of  Avenel  to 
seeking  quarters  wi  a  kirk-vassal's  widow  f* 

"  Loath  should  I  be  to  wish  her  to  it,"  said  Martin ; 
"  but  what  may  we  do  ?— to  slay  here  is  mere  starva- 
tion ;  and  where  to  go,  I'm  sure  I  ken  nae  mair  than 
ony  tup  I  ever  herded." 

**  Speak  no  more  of  it,"  said  the  widow  of  Avenel, 
suddenly  joining  in  the  conversation,  "  I  will  go  to 
the  tower.  Dame  Elspeth  is  of  good  folk,  a  widow, 
and  the  mother  of  orphans,— she  will  give  us  house- 
room  until  something  be  thought  upon.  These  evil 
showers  make  >«  low  bush  better  than  no  beild." 

"  See  there,  se^  there,"  said  Martin,  "  ypu  see  the 
leddy  has  twice  our  sense." 

**  And  natural  it  is,"  said  Tibb, "  seeing  that  she  is 
convent-bred,  and  con  lay  silk  broidery,  forby  whiie- 
seam  and  shell-work." 

"  Do  you  not  think,"  said  the  lady  to  Martin,  still 
clasping  her  child  to  her  bosom,  and  making  it  clear 
from  what  motives  she  desired  the  refuse,  "that 
Dame  Grlendinning  will  make  us  welcopie?" 

"  Blithely  welcome,  blithely  welcome,  my  teddy," 
answered  Martin  cheerily,  "  and  we  shall  deserve  a 
welcome  at  her  hand.  Men  are  scarce  now,  my  leddy, 
with  these  wars;  and  gie  me  a  thought  of  time  to  it, 
I  can  do  as  gude  a  da/s  darg  as  ever  I  did  in  my  life, 
and  Tibb  can  sort  cows  with  ony  living  woman." 

"  And  mudde  mair  could  I  do,"  saia  Tibb,  "  were 
it  in  ony  feasible  house;  bat  there  will  be  neither 
peariins  to  mend,  nor  pinners  to  bosk  up,  in  El^teth 
Glendinning's." 

"  Whisht  wi'  your  pride,  woman,"  Mid  the  shep- 
herd ;  "  eneug^  ye  can  de,  baith  outside  and  inside, 
an  ye  set  your  mind  to  it :  and  hard  it  is  if  we  twa 
canna  work  for  three  folk's  meat,  forby  my  dainty 
wee  leddy  there.  Come  awa,  come  awa,  nae  use  in 
staying  here  langer;  we  have  five  Scot9  miles  over 
moss  and  muir.  and  that  is  nae  easy  walk  for  a  leddy 
bom  and  bred." 

Household  stuff  there  was  little  or  none  to  remove 
or  cars  for ;  an  old  pony  which  had  escaped  the  j^un- 
derers.  owing  partly  to  its  pitiful  appearance,  partly 
from  the  reluctance  which  it  showed  to  be  caught  by 
strangers,  was  employed  to  carry  the  few  blankets^ 
and  other  trifies  which  they  possessed.  When  Sha- 
gram  came  to  his  roaster's  well-known  whistle,  he 
was  surprised  to  find  the  poor  thing  had  been  wounded, 
though  slightly,  by  an  arrow,  wnich  one  of  the  fo- 
rayers  had  shot  on  in  anger  alter  he  had  kmg  chased 
it  in  vain.  • 

"  Ay,  Shagram,"  said  the  old  man,  as  he  applied 
soraetbing  t6  the  wound, "  mnst  you  roe  the  lane^w 
as  weel  as  all  of  us  T* 

**Wh8t  eomer  in  Scotland  roe*  it  Bot!"  said  the 
Lady  of  Avenel 

"Ay,  ay,  madam."  said  Martin,  "God  keep  the 
kindly  Soot  from  the  doth-yard  shaft,  and  he  wil! 
keep  nimself  from  the  handy  stroke.  But  let  us  go 
our  way;  the  trash  that  is  left  I  can  ooroe  back  for., 
Then  is  nae  aoe  to  stir  it  but  the  good  neighbour^ 
and  they*'— — 

"For  the  love  of  Ood,  goodmtn,'*  wusi  han  wi£^ 


THE  MONAStERT. 


CCha». 


in  a  remonstratm^  lone,  "  hand  srour  pence !  Think 
what  ye  re  saving,  and  we  hae  sae  muckle  wild  land 
to  go  over  before  we  win  to  the  Girth  Gate." 

The  huaband  nodded  acquiescence ;  for  it  was 
deemed  highly  imprudent  to  speak  of  the  fairies 
either  by  their  title  of  good  neighbour*  or  by  anv 
other,  especially  when  about  to  pass  the  places  whicn 
they  were  supposed  to  haunt.* 

They  set  forward  on  their  pilgrimage  on  the  last 
dny  of  October.  "This  is  thy  oirth-day,  my  sweet 
3TQr>',"  said  the  mother,  as  a  sting  of  bitter  recollec- 
tion crossed  her  mind.  "  Oh,  wno  could  have  be- 
hoved that  the  head,  which,  a  few  years  since,  was 
cradled  amongst  so  many  rejoicing  mends,  may  per- 
haps this  night  seek  a  cover  in  vam!" 

The  exiled  family  then  set  forward,— Mary  Avenel, 
a  lovely  girl  between  five  and  six  years  old,  riding 
gipsy  lashion  upon  Shagram,  betwixt  two  bundles  of 
bedding :  the  Lady  of  Avenel  walking  by  the  animal's 
side:  Tibb  leading  the  bridle,  and oldlWartin  walking 
a  litfie  before,  looKing  anxiously  around  him  to  explore 
the  way. 

Martin's  task  as  guide,  after  two  or  three  miles* 
walking,  became  more  difficult  than  he  himself  bad 
expect^,  or  than  he  was  willing  to  avow.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  extensive  range  of  pasturage,  with| 
which  he  was  conversant,  lay  to  the  west,  and  to  get 
into  the  little  pulley  of  Glenaearg  he  had  to  proem 
easterly.  In  tlie  wilder  districts  of  Scotland,  the 
passage  from,  one  vale  to  another,  otherwise  than  by 
descending  that  which  you  leave,  and  re-ascending 
the  othe^  is  often  very  difficult.  Heights  and  hol- 
jows,  mosses  and  rocks  intervene,  and  all  thos«  local 
impediments  which  throw  a  tra^ller  out  of  his  course. 
So  that  Martin,  however  sure  of  his  general  direction, 
became  coni^cious,  and  at  length  was  forced  reluc- 
tantly to  admit,  that  he  had  missed  the  direct  road 
to  Glendearg,  though  he  insisted  they  must  be  very 
near  it.  "  If  we  can  but  win  across  this  wide  bog, 
he  said.  '*  I  shall  warrant  we  are  on  the  top  of  the 
tower." 

But  to  get  across  the  bog  was  a  point  of  no  small 
difficulty.  The  farther  they  ventured  into  it,  though 
proceedmg  with  all  the  caution  which  Martin's  ex- 
perience recommended,  the  more  unsound  the  ground 
became,  until,  after  they  had  passed  some  places  of 
great  peril,  their  best  argument  for  going  forward 
came  to  be,  that  they  had^to  encounter  equal  danger 
in  returning. 

The  Lady  of  Avenel  had  been  tenderly  nortured, 
but  what  wdl  not  a  woman  endure  when  her  child 
is  in  danger  1    Ck>mplaining  less  of  the  dangers  of 

•  ThM  tupentition  oootinuM  to  pcovftil,  thoufh  otoe  would 
cuppoM  it  must  now  tw  antiquated.  It  if  onir  a  rear  or  two 
»ince  an  itinerant  puppet  show-man,  who,di«daiDinx  to  ackoow- 
ledfc  the  profcMion  of  Oinet  de  Panamont^,  called  himself  an 
urtiHl  from  Vauxhall,  brouf  ht  a  oomiHaint  of  a  f  ingiilar  nature 
before  the  nmhor,  at  Sheriff  of  SellcirkBhire.  The  remarkable 
dextentr  with  which  the  fhow-man  bad  exhibited  the  machi- 
nery nf  ))ig  ntUe  Kta^,  had,  upon  a  Selkirk  flur-day,  excited  the 
«n<er  euriosiljr  of  some  roecbaniea  of  Galashielf .  Theae  man, 
from  no  wonw  motive  that  could  be  discovered  than  a  thirst 
after  knowledge  beyond  their  iphere,  oommittcd  a  burclary  upon 
tliQ  bi:tm  in  which  the  puppet*  had  been  coniigned  to  repose, 
and  carried  tlicm  ofl*  in  the  nook  of  their  plaidi,  when  ratumios 
from  Selkirk  to  their  own  villace. 

•'  But  wiUi  Um  inominf  cool  rvflcctlon  csoie  " 

7*he  party  found,  however,  they  could  not  make  Punch  dance, 
and  that  Uie  whole  troop  were  equally  intractable  ;  they  had 
also,  perliaps,  some  apprelientions  of  the  Rhadaaianth  of  the 
dMtricl :  and,  willing  to  be  quit  of  their  booty,  tlioy  left  the 
puppeUi  seated  in  a  grove  bv  the  side  of  the  Ettrick,  where  they 
were  lurp  to  be  touched  by  the  first  beams  of  the  rising  ran. 
H«*re  a  slionherd,  who  vraaon  foot  with  aunriae  to  pen  his  mas- 
ter's sheep  on  a  field  of  turnips,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  saw 
this  train,  prof ui«elir  gay,  sitiiag  in  the  little  grotto.  His  exarai- 
Adtion  proceeded  thus :— 

fthetif.  You  nw  these  gay-looking  things?  what  did  you 
hink  lliey  were? 

ShepMrd.  Ott.  1  SB  DO  Uial  Umtomj  what  I  might  thiak 
tlicy  were. 

S^fif  Come,  lad,  I  most  have  a  direct  tnawer^  who  did  you 
^ink  they  — •  *' 

SfHeplicra.  Ou,  sir,  trotn  I  am  oo  that  tne  to  aay  that  I  nuod 
wiin  I  might  think  they  were. 

6hefif.  Come,  come,  sir  I  I  ask  you  dia tinctly,  did  you  think 
thyy  were  the  fairies  yon  saw  I 

'Jk$»H«r±  Indeed,  sir,  and  I  wiuna  aay  but  I  might  think  it 
•«"'  •*»•  Good  Neighbours.      / 

Tnuf  unwiUiogty  was  he  broucht  to  aOwla  to  tha  irritable  and 
«Mioa#  nhabttao^  «r  ftiry  taiML 


the  road  than  her  attendants,  who  had  been  __  _ 
to  such  from  their  infancy,  she  kept  herself  close  \m 
the  side  of  the  pony,  watching  its  every  footstep,  aot 
ready,  if  it  should  flounder  in  tbelnorasa,  to  anaicH 
her  uttle  Marv  from  its  back. 

At  length  they  came  to  a  place  where  the  gnida 
greatly  hesitated,  for  all  around  him  was  brokon 
lumps  of  heathj  divided  from  each  other  by  dae^ 
sloughs  of  black  tenacious  mire.  After  great  cofl»- 
sideration.  Martin,  selecting  what  be  thoogbt  tbe 
safest  path,  l>%an  himself  to  lead  forward  Sfaagram, 
in  order  to  afford  greater  sectiritv  to  die  child.  But 
Shagram  ported,  laid  his  ears  back,  atretclied  his 
two  feet  forward,  and  drew  his  hind  feel  under  him. 
so  as  to  adopt  the  best  possible  posture  for  obstinate 
resistance,  and  refused  to  move  one  yard  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated.  Old  Martin,  much  pnzzled,  now  hesi- 
tated whether  to  exert  his  absolute  authority,  or  to 
defer  to  the  contumacious  obstinacy  of  Shasram^  rad 
was  not  greatly  comforted  by  his  wife's  obsenratiaa, 
who,  seeing  Shagram  stare  with  his  eyesi,  distend  Ibm 
nostrils,  and  tremble  with  terror  hinted  that  **  ha 
surely  saw  more  than  they  could  see." 

In  this  dilemma,  the  child  suddenly  ezdained^ 
*'  Bonny  leddy  signs  to  us  to  come  von  gate.**  TW 
all  looked  in  the  direction  where  the  cnild  pomteo, 
but  saw  nothing,  save  a  wreath  of  rising  mist,  whicb 
fancy  might  form  into  a^uman  figure-  but  wbicfa 
afibraed  to  Martin  only  the  sorrowfurconviction,  that 
the  danger  of  their  situation  was  about  to  be  mcieas- 
ed  by  a  heavy  fog.  He  once  more  essayed  to  bad 
forward  Shagram ;  but  the  animal  was  mfleziUe  in 
its  determination  not  to  move  in  the  direction  Mar 
tin  recommended.  " Take  your  own  way  for  «  then," 
aaid  Martin,  "  and  let  us  see  what  you  can  do  for  us.'' 

Shagram,  abandoned  to  the  discretion  of  his  own 
tree  will,  set  off  boldly  in  the  direction  the  chiU  tad 
pointed.  There  was  nothing  wonderful  in  this,  b^ 
in  its  bringing  them  safe  to  the  other  side  of  the  dan- 
gerous morass;  for  the  instinct  of  these  animsls  in 
traversing  bogs  is  one  of  the  most  curions  parts  of 
their  nature,  and  is  a  fact  generally  established.  But 
it  was  remarkable,  that  the  child  more  than  oaee 
mentioned  the  beautiful  lady  and  her  signals^  and  that 
Shagram  seemed  to  be  in  the  secret,  always  rooviog 
in  the  same  direction  which  she  indicated.  Tbe 
Lady  of  Avenel  took  little  notiee  at  the  time,  ber 
mind  being  probably  occupied  by  the  instant  daiiger; 
but  her  attendants  exchanged  expressive  looks  with 
each  other  more  than  once. 

"All-Hallow  Eve!"  said  Tibb,  in  a  whisper  t> 
Martin. 

**For  theftiercy  of  Our  Lady,  not  a  word  of  that 
now !"  said  Martin  in  reply.  "  Tell  your  beada,  w»- 
man.  if  you  cannot  be  silent" 
.  When  they  got  once  more  on  firm  groond,  M«cin 
recognised  certain  land-marks,  or  cairns,  on  the  «pa 
of  the  neighbouring  hills,  by  which  he  waa  enakira 
to  gtiide  his  course,  and  ere  long  they  arrived  at  ^ 
Tower  of  Glendearg. 

It  was  at  the  sight  of  this  little  fortaMee  diat  €m 
misery  of  her  lot  pressed  hard  upon  the  poor  Lady  pi 
Avenel.  When  by  any  accident  they  had  met  at 
church,  market,  or  other  place  of  public  resort,  she 
remembered  the  distsnt  and  respectnil  air  with  w«ick 
the  wife  of  the  warlike  baron  was  addreaeed  by  tbi 


pittance  of  food,  which  might  perhaps  be  yef  SMit 
precarious.  Martin  pkobably  guessed  what  waataas- 
mg  in  her  mind,  for  he  looked  at  her  with  •  wistfld 
glance,  in  if  to  deprecate  any  change  of  rasoloiiin; 
and  answering  to  his  looks,  rather  than  his  won^ 
she  said,  whue  the  sparkle  of  subdoed  pnim  «ace 
more  glanced  firom  her  eye,  **  if  it  were  for  oyMif 
alone,!  could  but  die— but  for  this  infont-Hlto  laat 
pledge  of  Avenel" 

"True,  my  lady,"  said  Martin  hastily  t  awLaaif  lo 
prevent  the  possibility  of  herretrBctin|L  headdadr  ^I 
will  step  on  and  see  Dame  Elapeth— iKiiiid  bar  hm- 
band  weel,  and  have  ^ught  and  sold  with  hin^  te 
as  great  a  man  as  he  waa." 

Martin'e  lale  waa  aoop  told,  and  met  all  iw^HMwa 


fhu^Wi 


TEffi  MOKAffTSST . 


her  c#inpaiiion  in  mitfimone.    The  Lady  of 

AveneH  had  been  meek  and  coarteous  in  her  proepeii- 
ty;  in  adversity^  therefore,  she  met  with  the  greater 
mrmpathy.  Be«ide9,  there  was  a  point  of  pride  in 
ah^tering  and  supporting  a  woman  or  such  supe- 
rior birth  and  rank;  and,  not  to  do  Elepeth  Glendin- 
ning  injnfitice.  she  felt  syinpathy  for  a  woman  whose 
fote  reoembled  her  own  in  so  many  points,  yet  was 
so  much  more  severe.  Every  species  of  bospitahty 
was  gladly  and  respeetfiillv  ezteimed  to  the  distressed 
traveUers,  and  they  were  kindly  requested  to  stay  as 
long  at  Olendearg  as  their  circumstances  rendered 
nsop— ary,  or  their  inclination  prompted. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Ne'er  be  I  found  br  ihe«  unawed, 
On  th4t  thrice  hallo w'd  evo  abroad, 
Wbeo  fobUiM  haunt  (h>in  flood  and  fen, 

The  itepe  of  oien. 

COLLiNs'8  Ode  to  fear. 

As  the  oonntry  became  more  settled,  the  Lady  of 
Avenel  would  have  willingly  returned  to  her  hus- 
band's mansion.  But  that  was  no  longer  in  her 
power.  It  was  a  reign  of  minority,  when  the  strong- 
«st  had  the  best  right,  and  when  acts  of  usurpation 
were  frequent  amongst  those  who  had  much  power 
and  little  conscience. 

JuHan  Avenel,  the  younger  brother  of  the  deceased 
Walter,  was  a  person  of  this  description.  He  hesi- 
tated not  to  seize  upon  bis  brother's  house  and  lands, 
so  soon  as  the  retreat  of  the  English  permitted  him. 
At  firat,  he  occupied  the  property  in  the  name  of  his 
niece,  bat  when  the  lady  proposed  to  return  with  her 
child  to  the  mansion  of  its  fathers  he  gave  her  to 
nnderstand.  that  Avenel  being  a  male  fiet,  descended 
to  the  brother,  instead  of  the  daughter,  of  the  last 
possessor.  The  ancient  philosopher  declined  a  dispute 
with  the  emperor  who  commanded  twenty  legions, 
and  the  widow  of  Walter  Avenel  was  in  no  condition 
to  maintain  a  contest  with  the  leader  of  twenty  moss- 
troopers. Juhan  was  also  a  man  of  service,  who 
oonld  back  a  friend  in  case  of  need,  and  was  sure, 
therefore,  to  find  protectore  among  the  niling  pow- 
ers. In  shorty  however  clear  the  little  Mary^  right 
to  the  possessions  of  her  father,  her  mother  saw  the 
necessity  of  givmg  way,  at  least  for  the  time,  to  the 
nsoipation  of  her  uncle. 

Her  patience  and  forbearance  were  so  far  attended 
with  advantage,  that  Julian,  for  verv  shame's  sake, 
ooukl  no  longer  suffer  her  to  be  absolutely  dependant 
en  the  charity  of  Elspeth  Glendinning.  A  drove  of 
cattle  and  a  bull  (which  were  probably  missed  by 
some  English  farmer)  were  driven  to  the  pastures 
of  Olendearg;  presents  of  raiment  and  household 
sum  were  sent  liberally^  and  some  little  money, 
though  with  a  more  spanng  hand ;  for  those  in  the 
sitaation  of  Julian  Avenel  could  come  more  easily 
by  the  goods,  tnan  the  representing  medium  of  va- 
Aie.  amfmade  their  pavmenu  chiefly  in  kind. 

In  the  meantime,  the  wklows  of  Walter  Avenel 
ani  Simon  Glendinning  had  become  habituated  to 
each  other's  society,  and  were  unwilling  to  pert. 
The  lady  coidd  hope  no  more  secret  and  secure  resi- 
dence than  in  the  tower  of  Olendearg,  and  she  was 
now  in  a  condition  to  support  her  share  of  the  mu- 
nna  housekeeping.  Elspeth,  on  the  other  hand,  felt 
pride,  as  well  as  pleasure,  in  the  society  of  a  guest  of 
auoh  distinction,  and  was  at  all  times  willing  to  pay 
woch  greater  deference  than  the  Lady  of  Walter  Ave- 
wOcoold  be  prevailed  on  to  accept 

Martin  aiid  his  wife  diligently  served  the  united 
vmily  in  their  several  vocations,  and  yielded  obe- 
dinoe  to,  both  mistresses,  though  always  eonsider- 
ng  tharaselvea  as  the  especial  servants  of  the  Ladv 
of  Avenel.  This  distinction  sometimes  oOcasionea 
*  jfiK^  degree  of  difference  between  Dame  Elspeth 
\  and  Tibb ;  the  former  being  jealous  of  her  own  con- 
Mqatncst  >nd  the  latter  apt  to  lay  too  much  stress 
upon  the  rank  and  family  of  her  mistress.  But  both 
wen  alike  deairoiis  to  conceal  such  petty  squabbles 
«  ^n  the  lady,  her  hostess  scarce  yielding  to  her  old 
^£«>tic  in  res|)ect  for  her  person.  Neither  did  the 
exist  in  such  a  degree  as  to  iatemipt  the 


general  harmony  of  the  fkfflOy,  for  the  ono  wisely 
gave  way  as  she  saw  the  other  become  warm ;  and 
Tibb,  though  she  often  gave  the  firet  provocation, 
had  generally  the  sense  to  be  the  first  in  relinquish- 
ing the  argument 

The  world  which  lay  beyond  was  gradually  forgot- 
ten by  the  inhabitants  of  this  sequestered  glen,  and 
unless  when  she  attended  mm  at  the  Monastery 
Church  upon  some  high  hoiidey,  Alios  of  Avenel 
almost  forgot  that  she  once  held  an  equal  rank  with 
the  proud  wives  of  the  neighbouring  barons  snd  no- 
bles who  on  such  occasions  crowded  to  the  solemnity. 
The  recollection  gave  her  Utde  pain.  She  loved  her 
husband  for  himself^  and  in  his  inestimable  loss  all 
lesser  subjects  of  regret  had  ceased  to  interest  her. 
At  times,  mdeed,  she  thought  of  claiming  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Queen  Regent  (Mary  of  Guise)  for  her 
little  orphan,  but  the  fear  of  Julian  Avenel  always 
came  between.  She  was  sensible  that  he  would 
have  neither  scruple  nor  difi^culty  in  spiriting  away 
the  child,  (if  he  did  not  proceed  farther.)  should  he 
once  consider  its  existence  as  formidable  to  his  in- 
terest. Besides,  he  led  a  wikl  and  unsettled  life, 
mingling  in  all  feuds  and  forays,  wherever  there  was 
a  8p<Ar  to  be  broken :  he  evinced  no  purpose  of  mar- 
rying, and  the  fate  which  he  continually  was  braving 
might  at  length  remove  him  from  his  usurped  inheri- 
tance. Alice  of  Avenel,  therefore,  judged  it  wise  to 
check  all  ambitious  thoughts  for  the  present  and  re- 
main ouiet  in  the  rude,  but  peaceable  retreat  to  which 
Providence  had  conducted  her. 

It  was  upon  an  All-Hallow's  eve,  when  the  family 
had  resided  together  for  the  space  of  three  years,  that 
the  domestic  circle  was  assembled  round  the  blazing 
turf-firs,  in  the  old  narrow  hall  of  the  Tower  of  Olen- 
dearg- The  idea  of  the  master  or  mistress  of  the 
mansion  feeding  or  living  apart  from  their  domestics, 
was  at  this  penod  never  entertained.  The  highest 
end  of  the  board,  the  most  commodious  settle  by  the 
fire,— thc»e  were  the  only  marks  of  distinction ;  and 
the  servants  mingled,  with  deference  indeed,  but  un  • 
reproved  and  with  freedom,  in  whatever 'con verbu- 
tion  was  going  forward.  But  the  two  or  three  do 
mestics,  kept  merely  for  agricultural  purposes,  had 
retired  to  their  own  cottages  without  and  with  them 
a  couple  of  wenches,  usually  employra  within  doors, 
the  daughtera  of  one  of  the  hinds. 

After  their  departure,  Martin  locked,  firat  the  iron 
gate;  and,  secondly^  the  inner  door  of  the  tower, 
when  the  domestic  circle  was  thus  arranged.  Dame 
Elspeth  sate  pulling  the  thread  from  her  OHitafr;  Tibb 
watched  the  progress  of  scahlinff  the  whey,  which 
hung  in  a  large  pot  upon  the  croo^  a  chain  termina- 
ted by  a  hook,  which  was  suspended  in  the  chimney 
to  serve  the  inirpose  of  the  modem  crane.  Martin, 
while  busied  in  repairing  some  of  the  household  ar- 
ticles, (for  every  man  in  those  4ays  was  his  own  car- 
penter and  smith,  as  well  as  his  own  tailor  ana  shot- 
maker,)  kept  from  time  to  tune  a  watchfoi  eye  upon 
the  three  chiklren.  ' 

They  were  allowed,  however,  to  exercise  their  ju- 
venile restlessness  by  running  up  and  down  the  hall, 
behind  the  seats  ctf  the  elder  memben  of  the  family, 
with  the  privilege  of  occasionally  making  excursions 
mto  one  or  two  small  apartments  which  opened  from 
it  and  gave  excellent  opportunity  to  play  at  hide- 
and-seek.  This  night  however,  the  children  seemed 
not  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  their  privilege  of 
visiting  these  dark  regions,  but  preferred  carrying  on 
their  gambols  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hght 

In  the  meanwhile  Alice  of  Avroel,  sitting  dose  to 
an  iron  candlestick,  which  supported  a  muHsbimen 
torch  of  domestic  manufaetur&  read  small  detiched 
passages  from  a  thick  elaspea  volume,  which  bhe 
preserved  with  the  greatest  care.  The  art  of  reading 
the  ladv  had  acauired  by  her  residence  in  a  nunnery 
during  her  youth^  but  she  seldom,  of  late  years,  put 
it  to  any  other  use  than  perusing  this  httle  volume, 
which  formed  her  whole  library.  The  family  listened 
to  the  portions  which  she  selected,  as  to  some  good 
thing  which  then  was  a  merit  in  hearing  witn  re« 
spect  whether  it  was  fhlhr  tmderetood  or  no.  To  h«r 
daiighter,  Alice  of  Avenel  had  determmed  to  impart 
their  rnvstery  rooto  inlh^  but  tha  knoiriedge  ww«t 
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Ihal  period  dlteiided  «nth  persontl  dtngov^  vaA  was 
not  f  ashly  to  be  trusted  to  a  child. 

The  noiee  of  the  romping  children  intoruptad,  from 
time  to  lin^  the  voice  of  the  la^,  and  drew  on  Uie 
noisy  culprits  the  rebuke  of  Elspeib, 

"  Could  they  not  90  farther  a-field,  if  they  behaved 
to  make  auco  a  din,  and  diatuib  the  lady's  oood 
arords  V  And  this  command  was  backed  •  with  the 
threat  of  sending  the  whole  party  to  bed  if  it  was  not 
attended  to  punctually.  Actmg  under  ^e  injunction, 
the  children  first  played  at  a  greater  distance  ih>m 
the  party,  and  mor^  quietly,  and  th^i  began  Co  stray 
into  the  adjacent  apartmenta,  as  they  became  impa- 
tient of  the  restraint  to  whidi  they  were  subjected. 
But,  all  at  once^  the  two  boys  came  open-mouthed 
into  the  hall,  to  tell  that  th^a  was  an  armed  man  in 
the  spenoe. 

"It  must  be  Christie  of  Clint-hill,"  aaid  Martin, 
rising:  "what  can  have  brought  him  here  at  this 
timel'*  • 

"  Or  how  came  he  in  7"  said  Elmth. 

"  Alas !  what  can  he  sed^  T  said  the  Lady  of  Ave- 
nel,  to  whom  this  man,  a  retainer  of  her  husband's 
brother,  and  who  sometimae  executed  his  commis- 
sions at  Glendearg,  was  an  object  of  secret  appre- 
hension and  suspicion.  "Gracious  heavens r  she 
added,  rising  up,  ^*  where  is  my.  child?"  All  rushed 
to  the  spence,  Balbert  Giendinning  first  arming  him- 
self with  a  rusty  sword,  and  the  younger  seizing  upon 
the  lady'p  book.  They  hastened  to  the  spence,  and 
were  relieved  of  a  part  of  their  anxiety  by  meeting 
Mary  at  the  door  of  the  apartment.  She  did  not 
aeem  in  the  alighteat  degree  aUirmed  or  disturbed. 
They  rushedinto  the  spence,  (a  sort  of  interior  apart- 
ment -in  which  the  family  ate  their  victuals  in  the 
•ummer  seaaon.)  but  there  was  no  one  there. 

"  Where  is  Christie  of  Clint-hill?"  said  Martin. 

"  I  do  not  know,"  aaid  little  Mary ;  "  1  never  saw 
mm." 

"  And  what  made  you,  ye  misleard  loona,"  said 
Dame  Elsoeth  to  her  two  boys,  "  come  yon  oata  into 
the  ha',  roaring  tike  buU-segs,  to  nrighten  tne  leddy, 
and  her  far  frae  atrong?"  The  boys  looked  at  each 
other  in  silence  and  confusion,  and  their  mother  pro- 
ceeded with  her  lecture.  "Could  ye  find  nae  night 
for  daffin  but  Hallowe*^  and  nae  ume  but  when  the 
leddy  was  reading  to  us  about  the  holy  sainta  ?  May 
ne'er  he  in  my  fingers,  if  I  dinna  sort  ye  baith  for  it  r 
The  efdest  boy  bent,  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  the 
younger  began  to  waep,  but  nether  spoke;  and  the 
mother  would  have  proceeded  to  axtremitiea,  but  for 
the  interposition  of  the  little  maiden. 
.  "  Dame  Elspeth,  it  was  my  fault— ^I  did  aay  to  them, 
that  I  saw  a  man  in  the  roence." 

"And  what  made  you  do  so,  child,"  aaid  her  mo- 
iher,  "  to  startle  us  all  thus  ?" 

"  Because."  said  Mary,  lowering  her  voice, "  I  could 
not  help  it.'' 

V  Not  help  it,  Mary !— vou  oeoasioned  all  thia  idle 
noise,  and  you  could  not  help  it  ?  How  mean  you  by 
tnac,  minion?" 

"  There  really  was  an  armed  man  in  the  spence," 
aaiQ  Mary ;  "  and  because  I  was  surprised  to  see  him, 
I  cried  out  to  Halbert  and  Edward" 

"  Shehas  told  it  hereel£"  aaid  Halbert  Giendinning, 

or  it  had  never  been  told  by  me." 

"  Nor  by  me  neither,"  aaid  Edward,  emulouslY. 

"  Mistress  Mary,"  said  El^ieth,  "you  never  told  ua 
any  thtng*  before  that  was  not  true ;  tell  us  if  this  was 
a  Hallowe'en  cantnp,  and  make  an  end  of  it."  The 
Lady  of  Avenal  k>oked  as  if  she  would  have  interlered, 
but  knew  not  how ;  and  Elspeth,  who  was  too  eagerly 
curiftns  to  regard  any  distant  hint,  pnraavered  in  her 
nquhies.  *^as  it  Christie  of  the  Clint-hiil  ?— 1 
would  not  for  a  mark  that  he  were  about  the  bouae, 
od  a  body  no  kan  where." 

*'  It  was  not  Chriatie,"  said  Mary^  "  it  waa— it  waa 


a  gentleman— a  gentleman  with  a  bright  breaatplate, 
like  what  1  hae  seen  Ung^roe,  when  we  dwelt  at 
Avencl" 

"  What  like  was  be?"  coBtinued  Tibb,  who  now 
loOK  share  in  the  investigatioit 

"  BLack-haired,  black-eyed,  with  a  peaked  Uack 
'  aaki  the  child,  "and  many  a  fold  of  9aailiQg 
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lua  breastpiata ;  and  he  l^a^a  beautJ 
ailver  beUa,  standing  on  his  left  hand 
ailk  hood  upon  its  nead^'— - 

"Ask  her  no  more  ^ueatioiia,  for  the  love  of  God," 
aaid  the  anxious  menial  to  Elipeth,  "  but  kxw  to-iqr 
leddy!"  Buttheladyof  Avenal,  taking  Maiy  in  her 
hand,  turned  hastily  away,  and,  walking  ^uo  the 
hall,  gave  them  no  opnortooitv  of  remaikiiig  in  whai 
manner  aha  received  the  cmld'a  ooauntmioauaa, 
whicn  ahe  thua  cot  attort.  What  Tibb  thovghtaf  it 
appeared  from  her  orosaing  herself  rapeatedly,  aad 
whispering  into  Eiapeth'a  ean  "  Saint  Mary  tnwyaya 
us  l—the  lassie  has  seen  her  rathcv  1" 

When  they  reached  the  hall,  they  found  the  lady 
holding  her  daughter  on  her  knee,  and  ktaaing  her 
repeatedly.    When  they  entered,  she  again  rose,  as  ii^ 
to  shun  observation,  and  retired  to  the  little  apart- 
ment where  her  child  and  ahe  occupied  theaame  bed. 

The  boya  werealao  aent  to  their  cabin,  and  no  ene 
remained  by  the  hall  fire  aave  the  faithful  Tibb  aad 
Dame  Elspeth,  axoellent  peraoaa  both,  and  aa  tho- 
rough goasipa  as  ever  wagged  a  tongue. 

It  was  but  natural  that  they  should  iutastly  ra> 
aume  the  subject  o(  the  supM-naHnal  ^ipeuanefl^  iar 
such  they  deemed  it,  which  had  thia  night  akmied 
the  family. 

"  I  could  hae  wished  it  had  been  the  dal  htmaekf— 
be  good  to  find  preaerve  ua  I--rather  than  ChnetiB  o* 
the  Clmt-hiU,"  said  the  matron  of  the  manaioiB,  *fer 
the  word  runs  rife  in  the  countnr,  that  be  d  aaaoi 
the  maist  maaterfu'  thievee  ever  lap  on  horaa." 

"Hou^tottt,  Dame  Elspeth,"  aaid  Tibb,  '*£nff  j» 
naething  frae  Christie}  tpds  keep  tbeir  ain  boba 
clean.  You  kirk-folk  niake  sic  a  taaberia  rixmt  bmb 
shiltiog  a  wee  bit  for  their  living !  Our  B<n«ler4aiida 
would  ride  with  few  man  at  their  back,  if  a'  tba  figbl- 
handed  lada  were  out  o'  gate." 

"  Better  they  rade  wi'  nane  than  diatraaa  the  < 
try-^e  the  gate  they  do."  said  Dame  Elapetb. 

"  But  wha  is  to  hand  back  the  SonthinA,  then." 
said  Tibb,  "  if  ye  take  away  the  lancea  and  broad- 
swords? I  trow  we  auld  wivea  oouklna  do  that  W 
rock  and  wheel,  and  aa  little  the  monka  wi'  beU  aad 
book." 

"  And  aae  weel  as  the  lanoea  and  btoadawoida  has 
kept  them  back,  I  trow !— I  waa  mair  heboMaB  to  aa 
Southron,  and  that  was  Stawavth  Bolton,  dian  Id  a' 
the  Border-ridera  ever  wore  Saint  Andrew'a  a 
I  reckon  their  skelping  back  and  forward,  and  I 
honest  men's  gear,  has  been  a  main  cauae  of  a^  the 
breach  between  us  and  England,  and  I  am  suva  tbal 
cost  me  a  kind  (^oodman.  They  spoke  ^dboat  the 
weddingof  the  Pnnce  and  our  Queen,  but  it'a  aalihr 
to-be  the  driving  of  the  Cumberland  folk'a  at< 
that  brought  them  down  on  us  like  dragooa." 
wottM  not  have  foiled  in  other  cireoBialaiioaa  toflh 
swer  what  she  thought  reflectiona  disparaging  la  bar 
country  folk;  but  ahe  nooUected  that  Dasaa  1 
was  mistress  of  the  fruaily,  curbed  her  own  '^ 
patriotism,  and  hastened  to  change  the  aafaseat. 

"  And  is  it  not  strange,"  she  said.  "  that  tka  b( 
of  Avenel  riionld  have  seen  her  mther  tbia  U 
mghi?"  '  .        ' 

^*^And  ye  thmk  it  waa  her 'frither,  thanT'  aaid  Bl' 
spetA  Giendinning. 
~'  What  else  can  I  think  T'  aaid  Tibb. 

"  It  may  hae  been  aome^iing  waur,  io  bia  Ud^ 
neea,"  said  Dame  Glendinninff. 

"  I  ken  n&ethii«  about  that,^'  saul  Tibb,—"  bntUs 
likeness  it  was,  that  I  will  be  sworn  to,  juataaba 
oaed  to  ride  out  a-hawking$  for  having  eDsmieaia 
the  country,  he  sddom  laid  off  die  breaatptetai  and 
for  my«part,"  added  Tibb,  "  I  dinna  think  a  naa 
kMks  like  a  man  unleaa  he  has  ateel  on  bk  bnaai 
and  by  his  side  too." 

"  1  baveno  skill  of  your  haraasa  on  bnaatar  aids 
either."  said  Dame  Giendinning;  "  but  I  kaa  Asia  is* 
httle  mck  in  Hallowe'en  si^ns^  for  I  barra  bad  aas 
mysell." 

^'  Indeed.  Dame  Elspe^ir'  said  old  Tibb^ 
her  atool  closer  to  the  nnge  elbow-ehair  oosq 
her  friend,  "I  sheahl  like  to  hearaboat  that." 

"  Ta  maoa  ken  tfaamTibb,"  aaid  Daaaa  ^ 
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^^    '  that  When  I  wis  t  oempie  of  nineteen  or 

tvremrt,  H  watna  my  fault  if  I  wasna  at  .a*  the  mer- 
iT-atwnsa  time  about.'* 

••  That  was  very  natural,"  said  Tibb ;  "  but  ye  hae 
sobered  since  that,  or  ye  wadna  baud  our  braw  gal- 
lants 8se  kffhtly." 

"  I  havenad  that  wad  iober  me  or  ony  ane,"  said 
the  matron.  **  Aweel,  Tibb,  a  lass  like  me  wasna  to 
Isek  wooers,  for  I  waSna  sae  ill-favoured  that  the 
XiMCB  wad  bark  after  me." 

How  should  that  be,"  said  Tibb,  "  and  yon  flic  a 
il-  favoured  woman  to  this  day  1" 
Fie,  fie,  cummer."  said  the  matron  of  Glendearg, 
hitching  her  seat  of  honour,  in  her  turn,  a  little  nearer 
tp  the  cottie-stool  on  which  Tibb  was  seated ;  **  weel- 
fafTOured  ia  past  my  time  of  ddv ;  but  I  might  pass 
then,  for  I  wasna  sae  tocherlcss  out  what  I  had  a  bit 
latid  St  my  biieast-laoe.  My  father  was  portioner  of 
Littledearg." 

"Ye  hae  tellM  me  that  before,"  said  Tibb;  "but 
ment  the  Hallowe'en  1" 

**  Aweel,  aweel,  I  had  mair  joes  than  ane,  but  I  fa- 
voured riane  o*  them ;  and  sae,  at  Hallowe'en,  Father 
Nicholas  the  cellarer— he  was  cellarer  before  this 
faitii  T.  Father  Clement  that  now  is— was  cracking 
hk  nuts  and  drinking  his  brown  beer  with  us,  and 
as  blithe  as  might  be,  and, they  would  have  me  try  a 
cantrip  to  ken  wha  suld  wed  me:  and  the  monk  said 
there  was  nae  ill  in  it,  and  if  there  was,  he  would 
assoil  nie  for  it  And  wha  but  I  into  the  bam  to 
wisnow  my  three  weights  o'  naethinjj— sair.  sair  my 
mind  misgave  me  for  fear  of  wrang-domg  and  wraog- 
ffiSenng  oaith;  but  I  had  aye  a  bauld  spirit  I  had 
net  winnowed  the  last  weight  dean  out,  and  the 
moan  was  shining  bright  upon  the  floor,  when  in 
stalked  the  presence  of  my  dear  Simon  Glendinning, 
th«t  is  now  happy.'  I  never  saw  him  plainer  in  my 
life  than  I  did  that  moment ;  he  held  uj>  an  arrow  as 
he  passed  me,  and  I  swarfd  awa.wi'  fright.  Muckle 
wark  there  was  to  bring  me  to  mysell  again,  and  sair 
they  tried  to  make  me  believe  ir  was  a  trick  of  Fa- 
ther Nicholas  and  Simon  between  them,  and  that 
the  arrow  was  to  signify  Cupid's  shaft,  as  the  Father 
called  It ;  and  mony  a'time  Shnon  wad  threep  it  to 
me  after  I  was  mairied— gude  mam,  he  liked  not  it 
afaofild  be  said  that  he  was  seen  out  o'  the  body ! — 
Bttt  mark  the  end  o'  it,  Tibb;  we  were  married, and 
the  ^ray-soose  wing  was  the  death  o'  him  after  a* !" 

**  As  It  nae  been  of  ower  mony  brave  men !"  said 
Tibb;  '^I  wish  there  wasna  sic  a  bird  as  a  goose  in 
the  wide  warld,  fbrby  the  decking  that  we  hae  at 
tb^  bum-side." 

••  But  tell  me,  Tibb,"  said  Dame  Glendinning, 
"what  does  your  leddy  aye  do  reading  out  o'  that 
tbiek  black  book  wi'  the  silver  dasps?— there  are 
owet  mony  gude  words  in  it  to  come  free  ony  body 
b«t  a  priest— An  it  were  about  Robin  Hood,  or  some 
o*  DKvid  Lindsay's  ballants,  ane  Wad  ken  better 
what  to  say  to  it.  I  am  no  misdoubting  your  mis- 
tiess  nae  war,  but  I  wad  like  ill  to  hae  a  decent 
hoose  haunted  wi'  ghaists  and  gyre-carlines." 

**Ye  hae  nae  reason  to  douht  my  leddy,  or  ony 
tbii^  ehe  save  or  does.  Dame  Glendinning."  said  the 
faithful  Tibb,  something  offended;  "and  touching 
the  baitn,  it*s  w^l  kend  she  was  born  on  Hallowe'en 
wnm  nine  years  gaile,  and  the^  that  are  bom  on  Hal- 
loW«^en  whiles  see  mai^  than  ither  folk." 

"  And  that  wad  be  fhe  cause,  then,  that  the  bairn 
difdn^  mak  muckle  din  about  what  it  sawl— if  it  had 
bean  my  Halbert  himself,  forby  Edward,  who  is  of 
mihet  nature,  he  wad  ^ae  yammered  the  haill  night 
•f  a  constancy.  But  it's  like  Mistress  Mary  has  sic 
sights  matr  nattmri  to  her." 

^  That  may  wed  be,"  said  Tibb ;  "  for  on  Hallow- 
ed en  she  was  bora,  as  I  tdl  ye.  and  our  auld  parish 
pileet  wad  fain  hae  had  the  night  ower,  and  Ali-Hal- 
lovr  day  betfun.  But  for  a^  that,  the  sweet  baira  is 
juat  fike  fther  bairns,  as  ye  may  see  yoursell ;  and 
eseept  this  blessed  night,  and  ance  before  when  we 
were  in  that  weary  bog  on  the  road  here,  I  kentta 
tb«t  it  sa^  man*  than  it  her  folk." 

**  But  what  saw  she  in  the  bog,  then."  said  Dame 
Oendinntng,  '*foi^y  moor-^ocks  and  heather-blot- 
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**  iHM  wean  saw  something  like  a  white  leddjf  that 
weised  us  the  nite."  said  Tibb,  "  when  we  were  Iflia 
to  hae  perished  in  the  moss- ha^s— certain  it  was  that 
Shagram  reisted,  and  I  ken  Martin  thinks  he  saw 
something." 

"  And  what  mig^t  the  white  leddv  bel"  said  El- 
speth :  •*  have  ye  ony  guess  o*  thafr 

"  Irs  weel  kend  Aat,  Dame  Bbpeth,"  said  Tibb{ 
"  if  ye  had  lived  under  grit  fbtk.  as  1  hae  dune,  ye 
wadna  be  to  seek  in  that  matter.^'  * 

"  I  hae  aye  keepit  my  ain  ha*  house  abune  my 
head,"  said  Elspeth,  not  without  emphasis,  "  and  it 
I  havens  lived  wi*  grit  folk,  grit  folk  have  lived  wr 
me." 

"  Wed,  weel,  dame,"  said  Tibb,  "  your  oardon'a 
prayed,  there  was  nae  offence  meant.  But  ye  maun 
ken  the  great  ancient  families  canna  be  just  served 
wi'  the  ordinary  saunts,  (praise  to  thetn!)  like  Saunt 
Anthony,  Saunt  Cuthbert,  and  the  like,  that  come 
and  gang  at  every  sinner's  btdding,  but  they  hae  a 
sort  of  saunts  or  angels,  or  what  not,  to  themsdls. 
and  as  for  the  White  Maiden  of  Avenel,  she  is  kend 
ower  the  haill  country.  And  she  is  ajre  seen  to  yam- 
mer and  wail  before  onv  o'  that  family  dies,  as  waa 
weel  kend  by  twenty  folk  before  the  death  of  Wdter 
Avenel,  haly  be  his  cast!" 

"  If  she  can  do  nae  mair  than  that,"  said  Elspeth* 
somewhat  scornfully,  "they  needna  make  mony 
vows  to  her,  I  trow.  Can  she  make  nae  better  fend  for 
them  than  that,  and  has  naething  better  to  do  than, 
wait  on  them  f ' 

"  Mony  braw  services  can  the  White  Maiden  dr 
for  them  to  the  boot  of  that,  and  has  dune  in  the 
sold  histories,"  said  Tibb.  "but  I  mind  o'  naethina 
in  my  day,  except  it  was  her  that  the  balm  saw  'm 
the  bog." 

"Awed,  awed,  Tibb,"  said  Dame  Glendinning^ 
rishig  and  lighting  the  iron  lamp,  "  these  arc  great 
privileges  of  your  grand  folk.  But  our  Lady  and 
Saunt  Paul  are  gooa  enough  sanats  for  me,  and  Tse 
warrant  them  never  leave  me  in  a  bog  that  they  can 
hdp  me  out  o',  sedng  I  send  four  waxen  candles  tv.* 
their  chapels  every  Candlemas ;  and  if  they  are  no4 
seen  to  weep  at  my  death,  I'se  warrant  them  smile  at 
my  joyful  rising  again,  whilk  Heaven  send  to  all 
of^us.  Amen." 

"Amen,"  answered  Tibb,  devoutly;  "  and  now  it's 
tinne  I  should  hap  up  the  wee  bit  gathering  turf,  as 
the  fire  is  ower  low." 

Busily  she  set  herself  to  perform  this  duty.  The 
rdict  of  Simon  Glenflinningdid  but  pause  a  moment 
to  cast  a  heedfhl  and  cautious  glance  all  ah>und  the 
hall,  to  see  that  nothmg  was  out  of  its  proper  place ; 
then,  wishing  Tibb  good-night,  she  retired  to  repose. 

"  The  deiPs  in  toe  carlina"  said  Tibb  to  herself 
"  because  she  was  the  wifo  of  a  cock-laird,  she  thinks 
herself  grander,  I  trow,  than  the  bowerwoman  of  a 
lady  of  that  ilk !"  Having  given  vent  to  her  sup- 
pressed spleen  in  this  little  ejaculation,  Tibb  also 
betook  herself  to  abmber.  , 


CHAPTER   V. 

__  ^ -  -  cry,  a  priwtl— Inroe  ihephenb  they, 

How  ihail  ther  nther  in  the  ■tra^dint  flock  f 
Dumb  doff  wtikih  bark  iK>tr-4)ow  ihall  they  oompt^ 
Thd  loilerinf  v«fianta  to  th«  ^fatteft  fold  7 
Fitter  to  baw  before  ttw  blaziof  flie, 
And  MKitr  the  incu  neat-haoded  Pbiilia  drette*. 
Than  oo  Che  aaow-wreath  battle  with  the  wolf 

Thk  health  of  the  Lady  of  Avend  had  been  gra- 
dually decaying  ever  since  her  disaster.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  few  years  which  followed  her  husband's 
death  had  done  on  her  the  work  of  half  a  century. 
She  lost  the  fresh t  elasticity  of  form,  die  colour  and . 
the  mien  of  health,  and  became  wasted,  wan,  and 
feeble.  She  appeared  to  have  no  formed  complaint } 
vet  it  was  evident  to  those  who  looked  on  her,  that 
ner  strength  waned  daily.  Her  lips  at  length  became 
blanchedand  her  ^e  dim ;  yet  she  spoke  not  of  any 
desire  to  see  a  priest,  until  Elspeth  Glendinning  in 
her  zeal  could  not  refrain  from  touching  upon  a  point 
which  die  deemed  essential  to  salvsuon.  Ahceof ' 
41 
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Avenel  leoeived  her  hint  kindly,  and  thanked  her 
for  it. 

"  If  any  good  priest  would  take  the  trouble  of  such 
a  journey,  she  eaid,  *'  he  should  be  welcome ;  for  the 
prayers  and  lessons  of  the  good  must  be  at  all  times 
advantageous." 

This  quiet  acquiescence  was  not  quite  what  Elspeth 
Glendinning  wished  or  e^rpected.  She  made  up.  how- 
ever, by  her  own  enthusiasm,  for  the  lady's  want  of 
eagerness  to  avail  herself  oi  ghostly  counsel,  and 
Manin  was  despatched  with  such  haste  as  Shagram 
would  make,  to  pray  one  of  the  religious  men  of  Saint 
Mary's  to  come  up  to  administer  the  last  consola- 
tions to  the  Widow  of  Walter  de  Avenei. 

When  the  Sacristan  had  announced  to  the  Lord 
Abbot,  thkt  the  Ladv  of  the  umquhile  Walter  de  Ave- 
nel was  in  very  weak  health  in  the  Tower  of  Glen- 
dear&  and  desired  the  a8^istai\ce  of  a  father  confes- 
sor, the  lordly  monk  paused  on  the  request. 

We  do  remember  Walter  de  Avenel,"  he  said: 
'a  ^ood  knight  and  a  valiant ;  he  was  dispossessed 
of  his  lands,  and  slain  by  the  Southron— May  not  the 
.  ady  come  hither  to  the  sacrament  of  confession  1 
the  road  is  distant,  and  painful  to  travel." 

"  The  ladv  is  unwell,  holy  father,"  answered  the 
Sacristan,    and  unable  to  bear  the  journey." 

**  True— ay— yea— then  must  one  of  our  brethren 
go  to  her— Knowest  thou  if  she  hath  aught  of  a  join- 
ture from  this  Walter  de  Avenel  7" 

"  Very  little,  holy  father,"  eaid  the  Sacristan ; 
*''8he  hath  resided  at  Glendearg  since  her  husband's 
death,  wellnigh  on  the  charity  of  a  poor  widow^  called 
JEHspeth  Glendinning." 

"why.  thou  knowest  all  the  widows  in  the  coun- 
try-side f  said  the  Abbot.  "Ho!  ho !  hoi"  and  he 
shook  his  portly  ^ides  at  his  own  jest. 

"  Ho !  ho !  ho !"  echded  the  Sacristan,  in  the  tone 
and  tune  in  which  an  inferior  applauds  the.iest  of 
his  superior.— Then  added,  with  a  hypocritical  snuf- 
fle, and  a  sly  twinkle  of  his  eve,  "It  is  our  duty,  most 
lioW  father,  to cpmfort  the  widow— Hel  he!  he  I  he!" 

This  lost  laugh  was  more  modera(i9,  until  the  Ab- 
bot should  put  his  sanction  on  the  jest 

"Ho!  ho!"  said  the  Abbot:  "then  to  leave  jest- 
ing, Father  Philip,  take  Uiou  thy  riding  gear,  and  go 
to  confess  this  Dame  Avenel.' 

"  But,"  said  the  Sacristan 

"  Give  me  no  Buta ;  neither  But  nor  If  pass  be- 
tween monk  and  Abbot  Father  Philip;  the  bands 
of  discipUne  must  not  be  relaxed— heresy  gathers 
force  like  a  snowball— the  multitude  expect  confes- 
sions and  preachings  from  the  Benedictine,  as  they 
would  from  so  many  beggarly  friars— and  we  may 
not  desert  the  vineyiutl,  though  the  toil  be  grievous 
unto  us." 

"  And  with  so  little  advantage  to  the  holy  monas- 
tery "  said  the  Sacristan. 

True,  Father  Philip ;  but  wot  you  not  that  what 
preventeth  harm'doeth  good7  This  Julian  de  Avenel 
lives  a  light  and  evil  life,  and  should  we  neglect  the 
widow  of  his  brother,  he  might  foray  our  lands,  and 
we  never  able  to  show  who  nurt  us— moreover  it  is 
our  duty  to  an  ancient  family,  who,  in  their  day,  have 
been  benefactors  to  the  Abbey.  Away  with  thee  in- 
•tantly,  brother;  ride  night  and  day,  an  it  be  neces- 
aary,  and  let  men.  see  how  diligent  Abbot  Boniface 
and  his  faithful  children  are  in  the  execution  of  their 
spiritual  duty— toil  not  deterring  them,  for  the  glen  is 
five  miles  in  length— fear  not  withholding  them,  for 
it  is  said  to  be  haunted  of  spectres— nothing  moving 
them  from  pursuit  of  their  spiritual  calling ;  to  the 
confusion  of  calumnious  heretics,  and  the  comfort  and 
edification  of  all  true  and  faithful  sons  of  the  Catholic 
Church.— I  wonder  what  our  brother  Eustace  will 
eaytothis?" 

Breathless  with  his  own  picture  of  the  dangers  and 
toU  which  he  was  to  encounter,  and  the  fame  which 
,»<,  A*a8  to  acquire  (both  by  proxy,)  the  Abbot  moved 
•lowjy  to  finish  his  luncheon  in  the  refectory,  and  the 
Sacnstan,  with  no  very  good  will,  accompanied  old 
Martin  in  his  return  to  Glendearg;  ^he  greatest 
impediment  in  the  journey  being  the  trouble  of  re- 
straining his  pampered  mule,  that  she  might  tread  in 
•umethmgUkeanequalpace  with  poor  jaded  Shagram. 


After  remaining  an  boor  in  prirate  with  his  peai 
tent,  the  monk  returned,  moody  and  full  of  thoa^ht- 
Dame  Elspeth,  who  had  placed  for  the  honoured 
guest  some  refreshment  in  the  hall,  was  struck  mrith 
the  embarrassment  which  appeared  in  his  caDxite> 
nance.  Elspeth  watched  him  with  great  anxierr 
She  observed  there  was  that  on  his  brow  whic^ 
ratlier  resembled  a  person  come  from  hearing  tb« 
confession  of  some  enormous  cnme^  than  the  look  of 
a  confessor  who  resigns  a  reconciled  penitent,  not  to 
earth,  but  to  heaven.  After  long  heaitating,  she  could 
not  at  length  refrain  from  hazarding  a  question.  Sfaa 
was  sure,  she  said,  the  leddy  had  made  an  easy  dttifi. 
Five  years  had  they  resided  together,  and  abe  oo«ld 
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safely  say,  no  woman  Uved  better. 

"Woman,"  aaid  the  Sacristan,  sternly,  "tboa 
speakest  thou  knowest  not  what— What  avails  ckar- 
ing  the  outaide  of  the  platter,  if  the  inside  be  fool  with 
heresy?" 

"Our  dishes  and  trenchers  are  not  so  clean  as  tiwr 
could  be  wished,  holy  father,"  eaid  Ebpeth,  but  ball 
understanding  what  ne  said,  and  beginning  with  hei 
apron  to  wipe  the  dust  from  the  platesi  of  which  she 
supposed  him  to  complain. 

"Forbear,  Dame  Elspeth,"  said  the  monk ;  "your 

Slates  are  as  clean  as  wooden  trenchers  and  pewter 
agons  can  well  be ;  the  foulness  of  which  I  spesk 
is  that  of  pestilential  heresy  which  is  daily  beootniog 
ingrained  in  this  our  Holy  Churdkof  Scotland,  ama 
as  a  canker-worm  in  the  rose-garland  of  the  Sppuae." 

"Holy  Mother  of  Heaven?'  said  Dame  E3si>eth| 
crossingherselA  "have  I  kept  house  with  a  heretic?'' 

" No,  JBlspeth,  no,"  replied  the  monk;  "it  were  too 
strong  a  speech  for  me  to  make  of  this  unhappy  lady, 
but  I  would  I  could  say  she  is  free  from  n^tical 
opinions.  Alas !  they  fiy  about  like  the  pestilence  by 
noonday,  and  infect  even  the  first  and  fairest  of  the 
flock!  For  it  is  easy  to  see  of  this  dame,  that  she 
hath  been  high  in  judgment  as  in  rank." 

"  And  she  can  write  and  read,  I  had  almost  said, 
as  weel  as  your  reverence,"  ssid  Elspeth.   . 

"Whom  doth  she  write  to,  and  what  doth  she 
read?"  said  the  monk,  eagerly. 

"  Nay,"  replied  Elspeth,  "  I  cannot  say  I  ever  saw 
her  wnte  at  all,  but  her  maiden  that  was— she  now 
serves  the  family— says  she  can  write— And  for  read- 
ing, she  has  often  r^  to  us  good  things  out  of  a 
thicK  black  volume  with  silver  dasps." 

"  Let  me  see  it,"  said  the  monk»  hastily,  **on  yom 
alWiance  as  a  true  vassal— on  your  faith  as  a  Catho- 
Uc  Christian— instantly— instantly  let  me  see  it !" 

The  good  woman  hesitated,  alarmed  at  the  tone  in 
which  the  confessor  took  up  her  information ;  and 
being  moreover  of  opinion,  that  what  so  good  a  wo* 
man  as  the  Lady  of  Avenel  studied  so  devoutly,  conU 
not  be  of  a  tendency  actually  evil  Bat  borne  down 
by  the  clamour,  exclamations,  and  sometbiog  like 
threats  used  by  Father  Phihp,  ahe  at  length  brou^t 
him  the  fatal  volume.  It  was  easy  to  do  this  witluMi 
suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  as  she  lay  on 
her  bed  exhausted  with  the  fatigue  ot  a  long  confer 
ence  with  her  confessor,  and  as  the  small  round,  or 
turret  closet,  in  which  was  the  book  and  her  other 
trifling  property,  was  accessible  by  another  door.  Of 
all  her  efi*ects  the  book  waa  the  laat,  ahe  would  have 
thought  of  securing,  for  of  what  4ise  or  interest  could 
it  be  in  a  family  who  neither  read  themselves,  nor 
were  in  the  habit  of  seeing  sny  who  did  7  so  that 
Dame  Elspeth  had  no  difficiuty  in  poaseasing  herself 
of  the  volume,  although  her  heart  all  the  while  ao> 
cased  her  of  an  ungenerous  and  an  inhospitable  part 
towards  her  friend  and  inmate.  Thedouble  power  of  a 
landlord  and  a  feudal  superior  waa  before  her  eyes* 
and,  to  say  truth,  the  boldness  with  which  she  might 
otherwise  have  resisted  this  double  authority,  was,  I 
grieve  to  say  it,  much  qualified  by  the  curiosity  anf 
entertained,  as  a  daughter  of  Eive,  to  have  some  ex- 
planation respecting  the  mysterious  volume  which 
the  lady  che^iahed  with  so  much  csrsi  yet  v^ostf 
contents  she  imparted  with  such  caution.  For  never 
had  Alice  of  Avenel  read  them  any  passsoe  from  the 
book  in  queation,  until  the  iron  door  otths  towtf 
waa  locked,  and  all  possibility  of  intrusion  prevsnt- 
ed.    Even  then  she  nad  shown,  by  the  aelectioii  of 


THE  MONASTERT. 


f»articular  passages,  that  she  was  more  anxious  to 
viipress  on  their  minds  the  principles  which  the  vo- 
lume  contained,  than  to  introduce  them  to  it  as  a 
ss«w  rule  of  faith. 

When  Elspeth,  half  curious,  half  remorseful,  had 
placed  the  book  m  the  monk's  hands,  he  exclaimed, 
after  turning  over  the  leaves,  "Now,  by  mine  order, 
it  id  as  I  suspected !— My  mule,  my  mule!— I  will 
abide  no  longer  here— well  hast  thou  don&  dame,  in 
placing  in  my  hands  this  perilous  volume." 

''  Is  It  th^  witchcraft  or  devil's  worki"  said  Dame 
EUspeth,  in  great  a^tation. 

**  Nay,  GJod  forbid."  said  the  monk,  signing  him- 
self with  the  cross,  "  it  is  the  Holy  Scnpture.  But 
It  is  rendered  into  the  vulgar  tongue,  and  therefore, 
by  the  order  of  the  Holy  CathoUc  Church,  unfit  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  any  lay  person." 

**  And  yet  is  the  Holy  Scripture  commumcated  for 
our  common  salvation,"  said  Elspeth.  "  Good  father j; 
you  must  instruct  mine  ignorance  better ;  but  lack  of 
^wit  cannot  be  a  deadly  sin,  and  truly,  to  my  poor 
thinking,  I  should  be  glad  to  read  the  Holy  Scrip* 
Xixte." 

^  I  daresay  thou  woiUdst"  said  the  monk ;  "  and 
even  thus  did  our  mother  Eve  se^  to  have  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil,  and  thus  Sin  came  into  the 
world,  and  Death  by  Sin." 

"  1  am  sure,  and  that's  true!**  said  Elspeth.  "O, 
if  she  had  dealt  by  the  counsel  of  Saint  Peter  and 
Saint  Paul!" 

*'  If  she  had  reverenced  the  command  of  Heaven,** 
said  the  monk,  "which,  as  it  gave  her  birth,  life,  and 
happiness,  fixed  upon  the  grant  such  conaitions  as 
best  corresponded  with  its  holv  pleasure.  I  tell  thee, 
Elspeth,  the  Word  slayeth—uiat  is,  the  text  alone, 
read  with  unskilled  eye  and  unhallowed  lips,  is  Uke 
those  strong  medicines  which  sick  men  take  by  the 
advice  of  the  learned.  Such  patients  recover  and 
thrive ;  while  those  deahng  in  them  at  their  own 
band,  shall  perish  by  their  own  deed.** 

'*  Nae  doubt,  nae  doubt,**  said  the  poor  woman, 
*  your  reverence  knows  best." 
'^*  Not  I,"  said  Father  Philip,  in  a  tone  as  deferen- 
'  tial  as  he  thought  could  possibly  become  the  Sacris- 
tan of  St.  Mary's,- "Not  I,  but  the  Holy  Father  of 
Christendom,  and  our  own  holy  father  the  Lord  Ab- 
bot, know  best  I,  the  poor  Sacristan  of  Saint  Ma- 
ry's, can  but  repeat  what  I  hear  from  others  mv  supe- 
riors. Yet  of  this,  good  woman,  be  assured,— the 
Word— the  mere  Word,  slayeth.  But  the  church  hath 
l^r  ministers  to  gloze  and  to  expound  the  same  unto 
her  faithful  congregation;  and  this  I  say,  not  so 
much,  my  beloved  orethren— I  mean,  my  beloved 
sister,**  (for  the  Sacristan  had  got  into  the  end  of  one 
of  his  old  "sermons,)-"  This  I  speak  not  so  much  of 
the  rectors,  curates,  and  secular  clergy,  so  called  be- 
cause they  live  after  the  fashion  of  the  teeulum  or 
age,  unbound  by  those  ties  which  sequestrate  us  ftom 
the  world ;  neither  do  I  speak  this  of  the  mendicant 
friars,  whether  black  or  gray,  whether  crossed  or 
uncrossed  t  but  of  the  Monks,  and  especially  of  the 
Honks  Benedictine,  reformed  on  the  rule  of  Saint 
Bernard  of  Clairvaux,  th^npe  called  Cistercian,  of 
which  Monks.  Christian  brethren— sister,  I  would 
say— great  is  the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  country 
in  possessing  the  holy  ministers  of  Saint  Mary's, 
whereof  I,  though  an  unworthy  brother,  may  say  it 
hath  produced  more  saints,  more  bishops,  more  popes 
—may  our  patrons  make  us  thankful !— than  any  holy 

foundation  in  Scotland.    Wherefore But  I  see 

Martin  hath  my  nnile  in  readiness,  and  I  will  but 
salute  you  with  the  kiss  of  sisterhood,  which  maketh 
net  ashamed,  and  so  betake  me  to  my  toilsome  re- 
turn, for  the  glen  is  of  bad  reputation  for  the  evil  spi- 
rits which  hannt  it  Moreover,  I  may  arrive  too  late 
at  the  bridge,  whereby  I  may  be  obUged  to  take  the 
river,  which  I  observed  to  be  somewhat  waxen." 

Accordin^y^  he  took  his  leave  of  Dame  Elspeth, 
who  was  confounded  by  the  rapidity  of  his  utterance, 
and  the  doctrine  he  gave  forth^  and  by  no  means  easy 
on  the  subject  of  the  book,  which  her  conscience  told 
her  she  should  not  have  communicated  to  any  one, 
without  the  knowledge  of  its  owner. 
^  Ifotwltbstandiog  the  haste  which  the  monk  as 


well  as  his  amk  mads  to  return  to  better  qimrters 
than  they  had  left  at  the  head  of  Olendeaig ;  not- 
withstanding the  eager  desire  Father  Philip  had  to 
be  the  very  first  who  should  acquaint  the  Abbot  that 
a  copy  of  the  book  they  most  drraded  had  been  found 
within  the  Halidome,  or  patrimony  of  the  Abbey ; 
notwithstanding,  moreover,  certain  feelings  which 
induced  him  to  nurry  as  fast  as  possible  through  the 
gloomy  and  evil-reputed  glen,  still  the  difficulties  oi 
the  road,  and  the  nder'a  want  of  habitude  of  quick 
motion,  were  such,  that  tMrilight  came  upon  him  ere 
he  had  nearly  cleared  the  narrow  valley. 

It  was  indeed  a  gloomy  ride.  The  two  sides  of  the 
valley  were  so  near,  that  at  every  double  of  the  river 
the  shadows  firom  the  western  sky  fdl  upon,  and 
totally  obscured,  the  eastern  bank ;  the  thickets  of 
CQpsewood  seemed  to  wave  with  a  portentous  agita- 
tion of  boughs  and  leaves,  and  the  very  crags  and 
scaurs  seemed  higher  and  jgrinmier  than  they  had 
appeared  to  the  monk  whiTe  he  was  travelhng  in 
daylight,  and  in  company.  Father  Philip  was  heartily 
rejoiced,  when,  emerging  from  the  narrow  glen,  he 
gained  the  open  valley  of  the  Tweed,  which  held  on 
us  majestic  course  from  current  to  pool  and  from 
pool  stretched  away  to  other  currents,  with  f.  dignity 
peculiar  to  itself  amongst  the  Scottish  rivers;  for 
whatever  may  have  been  the  drought  of  the  seaion, 
theTwc^  usually  fills  up  the  space  between  its  banks, 
seldom  leaving  those  extensive  sheets  of  shingle 
which  deform  the  margins  of  many  of  the  celebrated 
Scottish  streams. 

The  monk,  insensible  to  beanties  which  the  age 
had  not  regarded  as  deserving  of  notice,  was  never- 
theless, like  a  prudent  general,  pleased  to  find  him- 
self out  of  the  narrow  glen  in  which  the  enemy  might 
have  stolen  upon  him  unperceived.  He  drew  up  ms 
bridle,  reduced  his  mule  to  her  natural  and  luxurious 
amble,  instead  of  the  agitating  and  broken  trot  at 
which,  to  his  no  small  inconvenience,  she  had  hitherto 
proceeded,  and,  wiping  his  brow,  gazed  forth  at  lei- 
sure on  the  brosd  moon,  which,  now  mingling  with 
the  lights  of  evening,  was  rising  over  field  ai.d  forest, 
village  and  fortalice,  and.  above  alL  over  the  stately 
Monastery,  seen  far  and  dim  amid  the  yellow  light. 

The  worst  part  of  this  magnificent  view,  in  the 
monk's  apprehension,  was  that  the  Monastery  stood 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  that  of  the  many 
fine  bridges  which  have  since  been  built  across  that 
dassical  stream,  not  one  then  existed.  There  was. 
however,  in  recompense,  a  bridge  then  standing 
which  has  since  disappeared,  although  its  ruins  may 
be  still  traced  by  the  curious. 

It  was  of  a  very  peculiar  form.  Two  strong  abut- 
ments were  built  on  either  side  of  the  river,  at  a  part 
where  the  stream  was  peculiarly  contracted.  Upon 
a  rock  in  the  centre  of  the  current  was  built  a  solid 
piece  of  masonry^  constructed  like  the  pier  of  a  bridge, 
and  presenting,  like  a  pier,  an  angle  to  the  current  of 
the  stream.  The  masonry  continued  solid  until  the 
pier  rose  to  a  level  vrith  the  two  abutments  upon 
either  side,  and  from  thence  the  building  rose  in  the 
form  of  a  {ower.  The  lower  story  of  this  tower  con- 
sisted only  of  an  archway  or  passage  through  the 
building,  over  either  entrance  to  which  hung  a  draw- 
bridge with  counterpoises,  either  of  which,  when 
drdpped,  connected  the  archway  with  the  opposite 
abutment^here  the  farther  end  of  the  drawbridge 
rested.  When  both  bridges  were  thus  lowered,  die 
passage  over  the  river  was  complete. 

The  bridge-keeper,  who  was  the  dependant  of  a 
neighbouring  baron,  resided  with  his  family  in  the 
second  and  third  stories  of  the  tower,  which,  when 
both  drawbridges  were  raised,  formed  an  insutateA 
fortalice  in  the  midst  of  the  river.  He  was  entitled 
to  a  small  toll  or  custom  for  the  passa^ge,  concerning 
the  amount  of  which  disputes  someumes  arose  be 
tween  him  and  the  passengers.  It  is  needless  to  soy. 
that  the  bridge-waid  had  usually  the  better  in  these 
questions,  since  he  could  at  pleasure  detain  the  tra 
veller  on  the  opposite  side ;  or^  sufTerinc  him  to  pass 
half  way,  might  keeo  him  prisoner  in  nis  tower  till 
they  were  agreed  on  the  rate  of  pontage.* 

*  A  bridm  of  the  Tory  pecaliar  oon>tniction  deaoribed  in  th« 
text,actaaujexittedataiiDaUhtmlsttbotttaBule  tod  ahalf 
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But  it  WM  most  (hequentlr  with  the  Moi^ks  of 
6»int  Mary's  that  the  wsrder  had  to  dispute  his  per- 
quisites. These  holy  men  insisted  for,  and  at  length 
obtained,  a  right  of  gratuitous  passage  to  themselves, 
greatly  to  the  discontent  of  the  bndgekeeper.  But 
when  they  demanded  the  same  immunity  for  the 
numerous  pilgrims  who  visited  the  shrine,  the  bridge- 
keeper  waxed  restive,  and  was  supported  by  his  lord 
in  his  resistance.  The  controversy  grew  animated 
on  both  sides;  the  Abbot  menaced  excommunica- 
tion, and  the  keeper  of  the  bridge,  though  imable  to 
retaliate  in  kind,  yet  made  each  ipdividual  monk  who 
bad  to  cross  ana  recross  the  river,  endure  a  sort  of 
purgatory,  ere  he  would  accommodate  them  with  a 
passage.  This  was  a  great  inconvenience,  and 
would  have  proved  a  more  serious  one,  but  that  the 
river  was  fordable  for  man  and  horse  in  ordinary 
weather. 

It  was  a  fine  moonlight  night,  as  we  have  already 
said,  when  father  Philip  approached  this  bridge,  the 
singular  construction  of  which  gives  a  curious  idea 
of  the  insecurity  of  the  times.  The  river  was  not  in 
flood,  but  it  was  above  its  ordinary  level—a  heavy 
watcTt  as  it  is  called  in  that  country;,  through  which 
the  monk  had  no  particular  inclination  to  ride,  if  he 
oou^  manage  the  matter  better. 

"Peter,  my  good  friend,"  cried  the  Sacristan,  rais- 
ing his  voice ;  "  my  very  excellent  friend,  Peter,  be 
so  kind  as  to  lower  the  drawbridge.  Peter,  I  say, 
dost  thou  not  hear?— it  is  thy  gossip,  Father  Philip, 
who  calls  thee." 

Peter  heard  him  perfectly  well^  and  saw  him  into 
the  bargain ;  but,  as  he  had  considered  the  Sacristan 
as  peculiarly  his  enemy  in  his  dispute  with  the  con- 
vent, he  went  quietly  to  bed,  after  reconnoilering  the 
monk  through  his  loop-hole,  observing  to  his  wife. 
that  "  riding  the  water  in  a  moonlight  night  would 
do  the  Sacristan  no  harm,  and  would  teach  him  the 
value  of  a  brig  the  neist  time,  on  whilk  a  man  might 
pass  high  and  dry,  winter  and  summer,  flood  and 
ebb." 

After  exhausting  his  voice  in  entreaties  and  threats, 
which  were  equally  unattended  to  byPeter  of  the  Brig, 
as  he  was  called,  Father  Philip  at  length  mov^ 
down  the  river  to  take  the  ordinary  ford  at  the  head 
of  the  next  stream.  Cursing  the  rustic  obstinacy  of 
Peter,  he  began,  nevertheless,  to  persuade  himself 
thot  the  passage  of  the  river  bv  the  ford  was  not  only 
safe,  but  pleasant.  The  hanks  and  seattered  trees 
Were  so  beautifully  reflected  from  the  bosom  of  the 
dark  stream,  the  whole  cool  and  delicious  picture 
formed  so  pleasing  a  contrast  to  his  late  agitation,  to 
the  warmth  occasioned  by  his  vain  endeavours  to 
move  the  relentless  porter  of  the  bridge,  that  the  re- 
sult was  rather  agreeable  than  otherwise. 

As  Father  Philip  came  close  to  the  water's  edge,  at 
the  spot  where  he  was  to  enter  it,  there  sat  a  female 
under  a  large  broken  scathed  oak-tree,  or  rather  under 
the  remains  of  such  a  tree,  w^ing,  wringing  her 
hands,  and  looking  earnestly  on  the  current  of  the 
river.  The  monk  was  struck  with  astonishment  to 
sec  a  female  there  at  that  time  of  night.  Bit  he  was, 
in  all  honest  service,— and  if  a  step  farther,  I  put  it 
upon  his  own  conscience,— a  devoted  squire  of  dames. 
After  observing  the  maiden  for  a  moment,  although 
she  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  his  presence,  he  was 
moved  by  her  distress,  and  willing  to  oflfer  ma  assist- 
ance. "  Damsel,"  said  he,  "  thou  seemestin  no  ordi- 
nary distress;  peradventure,  like  myselfl  thou  hast 
been  refused  passage  at  the  bridge  by  the  churlish 
keeper,  and  thy  crossing  may  concern  thee  either 
above  IVIclroM,  cnlled  rrom  tlie  ctrcAimitonco  Bridg«-6od.  U  u 
Mm*  noticed  ill  Gordon'*  Iter  BfpUnirionaU  ;— 

"In  another  jouriKMr  Uiroujih  the  iouth  pwta  of  Scotland, 
ft*)Out  a  mile  and  a  tialr  from  Afelroao.  in  tiie  thire  ofTeviotdalc, 

now  triH  rcniainn  of  a  curioui  bridgo  over  ttw  river  Tw«od, 
e.Hi<ii!4tin?  of  Uiroo  octnngrular  pillars,  or  rather  towore,  itanding 
wiitiin  the  water,  without  anj  arelies  to  join  them.  The  middle 
•>ne,  which  is  the  most  entire,  has  a  door  towaro*  ^e  north, 
aiKl  I  rtuirpoM,  another  oppo«it«  one  towards  the  aoutn,  whifh 
1  could  not  see  without  croisin?  iho  wator.  In  the  middle  of 
%\\\»  tower  i«  ii  projection  or  cornice  surroundinjT  it :  the  whole 
i»  hollow  from  the  door  upwards,  and  now  open  at  tlio  top,  near 
wliicU  is  a  amiill  window.  I  was  informed  that  not  loafl[  ago  a 
WHiiiiifmnn  and  hi«  familr  lived  in  this  tower— and  rot  his  livo- 
lihood  b]r  larins  out  pinnks  fVom  pillar  to  pillar,  and  oonveyioff 

^^mmi»tx%  over  tiM  rnw.    Whether  ttiis  be  ancieot  or  modera, 


for  performance  of  a  vow,  or  tonia  ojAmt  weigfaty 
charge.'* 

The  maiden  uttered  some  inartknilate  sounds, 
looked  at  the  river,  and  then  in  the  face  of  the  Sa- 
cristan. It  struck  Father  Philip  at  that  matant,  that 
a  Highland  Chief  of  distinction  had  been  for  soma 
time  expected  to  pay  hia  vows  at  the  ahrine  of  Saint  * 
Mary's :  and  that  posaibly  this  fair  maiden  might  ba 
one  of  hia  famify,  travelling  alone  for  accomptidi- 
ment  of  a  vow,  or  Uft  behmd  by  some  accident,  to 
whom,  therefore,  it  would  be  but  right  and  pnidenf 
to  uae  every  civihty  in  his  power,  eepeeiaUy  as  riie 
seemed  imacquainted  with  the  Lowland  tongue 
Such  at  least  was  the  only  motive  the  Sacristan  was 
ever  known  to  assign  for  his  courtesy;  if  there  was 
any  other,  I  once  more  refer  it  to  his  own  conadenoa. 

To  express  himself  by  signs,  the  common  langoage 
of  all  nations^  the  cautioua  Sacristso  first  pointed  t» 
the  river,  then  to  his  mule's  crupQer.  and  then  mai% 
as  graceful  as  he  could,  a  sign  to  mduce  the  fair  soli- 
tary to  mount  behind  him.  She  seemed  to  aMfe»> 
stand  his  meaning,  for  she  rose  up  as  if  to  acoqH  hia 
ofler ;  and  while  the  good  monk,  who,  aa  we  have 
hinted,  was  no  great  cavalier,  laboured,  with  tb9 
pressure  of  the  right  lew  and  the  use  of  the  left  rein, 
to  place  his  mule  with  her  side  to  the  hank  in  aaeh  a 
position  that  the  lady  might  mount  with  ease,  she 
rose  from  the  ground  with  rather  portentous 


vity,  and  at  bne  bound  sate  bdiind  the  monk  ujmi 
the  animal,  nnich  the  firmer  riderof  the  two.  ilia 
mule  by  no  means  seemed  to  approve  of  this  doulila 
burden :  she  bounded,  bolted,  and  would  soon  hava 
thrown  Father  Philip  over  ner  head,  had  not  tha 
maiden  with  a  firm  hand  detained  him  in  the  aaddle. 
At  length  the  reetive  brute  changed  her  humour; 
and,  from  refusing  to  budge  off  the  vpox^  auddenlf 
stretched  her  nose  homeward,  and  dashed  into  th« 
ford  as  fast  as  she  could  scamper.  A  new  terror  nvw 
invaded  the  monk's  mind— the  fiord  aoemed  unusually^ 
deep,  the  water  eddied  off  in  strong  ripple  from  the 
counter  of  the  mule,  and  began  to  nse  upon  her  side. 
Philip  lost  his  presence  of  mind,  which  was  at  no 
time  his  most  ready  attribute,  the  mule  yiekled  to  tfa» 
weight  of  the  current,  and  as  the  rider  Mras  not  atten- 
tive to  keep  her  head  turned  up  the  river,  ahe  drifted 
downward,  lost  the  ford  and  her  footing  at  once,  and 
began  to  swim  with  her  head  down  the  stream.  And 
what  was  sufficiently  strange,  at  the  same  moment, 
notwithstanding  the  extreme  peril,  the  damael  beganr 
to  sing,  thereby  increasing,  if  any  thing  could  increaa^ 
the  bodily  fear  of  the  worthy  Sacriatan. 

I.  % 

M errilf  swim  we,  the  moon  shines  hricht, 
Both  current  and  ripple  are  dancinr  in  liffut 
We  have  roused  the  night  mven,  Ineard  hin 
Am  wo  plashed  alons  benc«th  the  oak 
That  flinfs  iu  broad  branches  so  tu  and  so  wide. 
Their  shadows  are  dancing  in  midst  of  the  tide. 
"  Who  wakens  mr  nesUiogs,"  the  raven  he  said, 
"  M/  beak  shall  ere  mom  m  his  blood  be  red. 
For  a  blue  swoln  corpse  is  a  dainty  meal,  _ 

And  I'll  havo  my  shara  with  Uie  piko  and  the  eoL** 

n. 

Menily  swim  we,  the  moon  chines  briehl^ 
There's  a  golden  gleam  on  the  distant  hcightt 
There's  a  silver  shower  on  the  alders  dank. 
And  the  drooping  willows  that  wave  on  the 
I  see  the  Abbey,  both  turret  and  tower,       \ 
It  is  all  astir  for  tlie  vesper  hour :  ] 

Tiie  monks  for  the  chapel  are  leaving  each  leeH, 
But  wherti'B  Father  Philip,  aliottld  toll  Uie  IMi* 

RL  I 

Merrily  twira  we,  tho  moon  shinM  blight,  J 
Downward  we  drift  through  shadow  and  light 
1 1  t^<  V  ni  I ;  but  aa  it  ii  atogular  la  its  khid.ll  Ykn  tbmight  tt 

Til-  vr  'i,(efl  of  this  unoommon  species  pOI bridgo  stiU  exist, 
HiKi  rhi  .111  hnr  has  often  seen  the  fbandatfOMM  of  the  oolumna 

M  ,  1  r  n  1  ing  down  the  Tweed  at  night,  for  ^  imrpse  of  kill- 

! I ;     1 1 vhy  torchlight    Mr.  John mrvL*$ of  Hfcfe^wftd  r» 

r  r . o,  L «  I h at  about  fitly  years  ago  the  piUaifSweispsiblo  abovo 
^^.r.,;  .  jM,.i  the  late  Mr.  David  Kyle.  ui^the<ud0O(Capn^Melio«^ 
r, ,[.  I  J  i,M  i..pthor  that  he  saw  a  stone  taken  \  fton  (os  nvar  be«r> 
11.4;  itj.<  Li^*ortption :—  t^ 

•«  I,  sir  John  Priogle  sf  Pahntr  Mederl 

Giv«  sn  bvndrMi  msrkis  of  gevd  ■M|JrfiW» 

To  b«lp  to  bigg  my  brigg  over  Tv««|0|^" 

Pnngle  of  Galashiels,  anerwardt  of  Whg  -ibuk.  was  tl»  Bl 
rc«  to  whom  the  bridge  belonged.  Iff 


L. 


thder  jron  rock  the  eddiet  ideep, 

OUm  and  filent,  dark  and  deep. 

TYn  Kelpy  haa  riaea  (Vom  ttoe  fkUMOBleM  pool, 

■i  haa  lifhted  hia  candle  of  death  and  of  doel  t 

hmtOt,  Paither,  look,  and  jou'U  lauf  h  to  «ee 

How  he  gapea  and  f  taiea  with  hia  ^rta  on  thee  I 

IV. 
Good  hiek  to  yoor  fishing*,  whom  watch  jre  to-nIght1 
A  man  of  mean  or  a  man  of  might? 
b  it  layiaan  or  prient  that  mtttt  float  in  year  oove« 
Or  Inrer  who  ero«ea  to  viait  hia  lore  I  . 

Hark  I  heard  yO  the  Kelpy  reply,  aa  w«  jpeaa'd.— 
*  God's  bleisinf  on  the  warder,  he  locked  the  bridfe  ftfti 
Ail  that  eooN  to  my  core  are  siink, 
PciMt  «r  layqHui,  lover  or  monk." 

How  long  the  damsel  might  have  continued  to 
11112,  or  whore  the  terrified  monk's  journey  might  have 
eoded,  ia  unceruin.  As  she  sung  the  last  stanza, 
tiMy  arrived  at,  or  rather  in,  a  broad  tranquil  sheet 
of  water,  caused  by  a  strong  wear  or  damhead,  run- 
ning across  the  river,  which  dashed  in  a  broad  cata- 
ract over  the  barrier.  The  mule,  whether  fh>m  choice, 
or  influenced  by  the  suction  of  the  current,  made  to- 
wards the  cut  mtended  to  supply  the  convent  mills, 
azid  entered  it  half  swimming  hall  wading,  and  pitch- 
ix^  the  unlucky  monk  to  and  firo  in  the  saddle  at  a 
fearful  rate. 

Aa  his  person  flew  hither  apd  thither,  his  garment 
became  loose,  and  in  an  effort  to  retain  it,  fids  hand 
lighted  o^  the  volume  of  the  Lady  of  Avenel  which 
was  in  kii  bosom.  No  sooner  Had  he  grasped  it, 
tiwn  bis  companion  pitched  him  out  of  the  saddle 
into  the  stream,  where,  still  keeping  her  hand  on  his 
collar,  she  cave  him  two  or  three  good  souses  in  the 
watery  fluid,  so  as  to  ensure  that  every  part  of  him 
had  ita  share  of  wetting,  and  then  quitted  her  hold 
when  he  was  so  near  tpe  side  that  by  a  slight  effort 
(of  a  great  one  he  was  mcapable)  he  might  scramble 
oo  soove.  This  accordingly  he  accomplished,  and 
uuming  his  eyes  to  see  what  had  become  of  hta  ex- 
traordinary companion,  she  was  no  where  to  be  seen ; 
but  still  he  heard  as  if  from  the  surface  of  the  river, 
aikl  mixing  with'the  noiseof  the  water  breaking  over 
the  damhead,  a  fragment  of  her  wild  song,  which 
aeemed  to  run  thus :—   ' 

Lmded-tanded  t  tHTtlack  book  hath  won. 
EIm  had  you  aeea  Berwick  with  mominir  ran  f 
Saio  ye.  and  sare  ye,  and  blithe  mot  re  be, 
For  aeldoib  they  land  tliat  §•  awimmmg  with  an. 

The  ecstacy  of  the  monk's  terror  could  be  endured 
no  longer ;  his  head  grew  dizxy,  and^  after  staggering 
a  few  stepis  onward,  and  running  himself  against  a 
wall,  ha  sunk  down  in  a  state  of  inaensibiiity. 


CHAPTBR  VI. 

^  Now  let  as  sit  in  conelare.    That  theM  i 
Be  rooted  Pmm  the  vineyard  of  the  church, 
That  tiieae  foul  tarea  be  asTor'd  flrom  the  wheat, 
We  are,  I  tmat,  agreed.— Tot  how  to  do  this» 

-   Nor  hurt  the  wholesome  crop  and  tender  vine-plants, 
Craves  good  adviaement— 71«  lUifitrmattM. 

Tm  vesper  service  in  the  Monastery  Church  of 
St  Mary's  was  now  over.  The  Abbot  had  diarobed 
bimaelf  of  his  magnificent  vestures  of  ceremony,  and 
iiMimed  hia  ordinary  habit,  which  was  a  black  gown, 
worn  over  a  white  cassock,  with  a  narrow  acapulary ; 
a  decent  and  venerable  dr^a.  which  waa  well  calcu- 
lated to  set  off  to  advantage  me  portly  mieil  of  Abbot 
Boniface* 

In  quiet  times  no  one  could  have  filled  the  state  of 
a  mitred  Abbot,  for  such  was  hia  dignity,  more  re- 
■lectably  than  this  worthy  orelate.  He  had,  no 
douDt,  many  of  those  habits  of  self-indulgence  which 
■ten  are  ai>t  to  acquire  who  live  for  themselves  alone. 
He  waa  vain,  moreover;  and  when  boldly  confronted, 
bad  sometimes  shown  symptoms  of  timidity,  not  very 
consistent  with  the  high  claims  which  he  prpf^ed 
aa  an  eminent  member  of  the  church,  or  w(th  the 
pooctual  deference  which  hs  exacted  from  his  reli- 
gious brethren,  and  all  who  were  placed  under  his 
command.  But  he  was  hospitaUe,  charitable,  and 
by  oo  means  of  himself  disposed  to  proceed  with 
severity  against  anyone.  In  short,  he  woukl  in  other 
tiaisa  hawslumberod  out  bos  term  of  prefemvBnt  with 
as  lauch  credit  as  any  other  "pmpls  Abbot,''  who 


!fHE  MONASTERY. 


lived  easily,  but  at  the^  same  time  decorously— slept 
soundly,  and  did  not  disquiet  himself  with  dreams. 

But  the  wide  alarm  spread  through  the  whole 
Church  of  Rome  by  the  progress  of  the  reformed 
doctrines,  sorely  disturbed  the  reposd  of  Abbot  Boni- 
face, and  opened  to  him  a  wide  field  pf  duties  and 
cares  which  he  had  never  so  much  as  dreamed  of. 
There  were  opinions  to  be  combated  and  refuted— 
practices  to  be  inquired  into— heretics  to  be  detected 
and  punished— the  fallen  off  to  be  reclaimed— the 
wavering  to  be  confirmed— scandal  to  be  removed 
from  the  clergy,  and  the  vigour  of  discipline  to  be 
re-establishedT  Post  upon  post  arrived  at  the  Monas- 
tery of  St.  Mary's— horses  reeking,  and  riders  ex- 
hausted—this firom  the  Privy  Council,  that  from  the 
Primate  of  Scotland,  and  this  other  again  from  the 
Queen  Mother,  exhorting,  approving,  condemning, 
requesting  advice  uik)n  this  subject,  and  requiring 
information  upon  that. 

These  missives  Abbot  Boniface  received, with  an 
important  air  of  helplessness,  or  a  helpless  air  of 
importance,  whichever  the  reader  may  please  to  tef  m 
it,  evincing  at  once  gratified  vanity,  and  profound 
trouble  of  mind. 

The  sharp-witted  Primate  of  Saint  Andrews  had 
foreseen  the  deficiencies  of  the  Abbot  of  St.  Mary's, 
and  endeavoured  to  provide  for  them  by  getting  ad- 
mitted into  his  Monastery  as  Sub-Prior  a  brother 
Cistercian,  a  man  of  parts  and  knowledge,  devot^ 
to  the  service  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  very  capa- 
ble not  only  to  advise  the  Abbot  on  occasions  of  difil- 
culty.  but  to  make  him  scnsibleof  his  duty  in  case  he 
should,  from  good-nature  or  timidity,  be  disposed  to 
shrink  from  it. 

Father  Eustace  played  the  same  part  in  the  Mo- 
nastery, as  the  old  general  who,  in  foreign  armies, 
is  placed  at  the  elbow  of  the  Prince  of  thd  Blood,  who 
nominally  commands  in  chief,  on  condition  of  at* 
tempting  nothing  without  the  advice  of  his  dry-nurse ; 
and  he  shored  the  fate  of  all  such  dry-nurses,  being 
heartilv  disliked  as  well  as  feared  by  his  principnt. 
Still,  however,  the  Primate's  intention  was  fully 
answered.  Father  Eustace  became  the  constant 
theme  and  often  the  bugbear  of  the  worthy  Abbot, 
who  h&nfly  dared  to  turn  himself  in  his  bed  without 
considering  what  Father  Eustace  would  think  of  it. 
In  every  case  of  difficulty.  Father  Eustace  was  sum- 
moned, and  his  opinion  ashed :  and  no  sooner  was 
the  embarrassment  removed,  than  the  Abbot's  next 
thought  was  how  to  get  rid  of  his  adviser.  In  every 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  those  in  power,  he  recom- 
mended Father  Eustace  to  some  high  church  prefer- 
ment, a  bishopric  or  an  abbey ;  and  as  they  dropped 
one  after  another,  and  were  otherwise  conferred,  he 
began  to  thmk,  as  he  confessed  to  the  Sacristan  in 
the  bitterness  of  his  spirit,  that  the  Monastery  of  St. 
Mary's  had  got  a  life-rent  lease  of  their  Sub-Prior. 

.  Tet  more  indignant  he  would  have  been,  had  he 
suspected  that  Father  Eustace's  ambition  was  fixed 
upon  his  own  mitre^  which,  ftt)m  some  attacks  of  an 
apoplectic  nature,  deemed  by  the  Abbot's  friends  to 
be  more  serious  than  by  himself,  it  was  supposed 
might  be  shortly  vacant.  But  the  confidence  which, 
like  other  dignitaries,  he  reposed  in  his  own  health, 

Krevented  Abbot  Boniface  from  imagining  that  it 
eld  any  concatenation  with  the  motions  of  Father 
Eustace. 

The  necessity  under  which  he  found  himself  of  con- 
sulting with  ms  grand  adviser,  in  cases  of  real  diffi 
cultyi  rendered  the  worthy  Abbot  particularly  desirous 
of  doin^  without  him  in  all  ordinary  cases  of  a«lini- 
nistration,  though  not  without  considering  what 
Father  Eustace  would  have  said  of  the  matter.  He 
scorned,  therefor^  to  give  a  hint  to  the  Sub-Prior  of  the 
bold  stroke  by  which  he  hkd  despatched  Brother  Philip 
to  .Glendearg ;  but  when  the  vespers  came  without 
his  re-appearance  he  became  a  little  uneasy,  the  mord 
as  other  matters  weighed  upon  his  mind.  The  feuif 
with  the  warder  or  keeper  of  the  bridge  threatened 
to  be  attended  with  bad  consequences,  as  tlie  man's 
quarrel  was  taken  up  hy  the  martial  baron  undec 
whom  he  served  ;  and  pressing  letters  of  an  unplea- 
sant tendency  had  just  arrivi9d  fh>m  the  Primate; 
Like  a  gouty  man.  Who  catches  hold  of  his  cnttci 
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while  he  curses  the  infirmity  that  reduces  him  to  use 
it,  the  Abbot  however  fel  jctant,-  found  hims^  obliged 
to  require  Eustace's  presence,  after  the  service  was 
over,  in  his  house,  or  rather  palace,  which  was  at- 
tached to.  ^nd  made  partv^  the  Monasterv. 

Abbot  Boniface  was  seated  in  his  high-backed  chair, 
the  grotesque  carved  back  of  which  terminated  in  a 
mitre,  before  a  fire  where  two  or  three  large  logs  were 
reduced  to  one  red  glowing  mass  of  charcoal.  At  his 
elbow,  on  an  oaken  stand,  stood  the  remains  of  a 
roastpQ  capon,  on  which  his  reverence  had  made  his 
evenii^g  meal,  fianked  by  a  goodly  stoup  of  Bourdeaux 
of  excellent  flavour.  He  was  gazing  indolently  on 
the  fire,  partly  engaged  in  meditation  on  his  past  and 
present  fortunes,  partly  occupied  by  endeavouring  to 
trace  towers  and  steeples  in  tjie  red  embers. 

"  Yes,"  thought  the  Abbot  to  himself,  "in  that  red 
perspective  I  could  fancy  to  myself  the  peacefiil  tow- 
ers of  Dundrennan,  where  I  passed  my  life  ere  I  was 
called  to  pomo  and  to  trouble.  A  quiet  brotherhood 
we  were,  regular  in  our  domestic  obties ;  and  when 
the  frailties  of  humanity  prevailed  over  us,  we  con- 
fessed, and  were  absolved  by  each  other,  and  the  most 
formidable  part  of  the  penance  was  the  jest  of  the 
convent  on  the  culprit  I  can  almost  fancy  that  I 
see  the  cloister  garaen,  and  the  pear-trees  which  I 
grafted  with  my  own  hands.  And  for  what  have 
1  changed  all  this,  but  to  be  overwhelmed  with  busi- 
ness \^ich  concerns  me  not,  to  be  called  My  Lord 
Abbot,  and  to  be  tutored  by  Father  Eustace  1  I  would 
those  towers  were  the  Abbey  of  Aberbrothwick,  and 
Father  Eustace  the  Abbot^-or  I  would  he  were  in 
the  fire  on  any  terms,  so  1  were  rid  of  him !  The 
Primate  says  our  Holy  Father  the  Pope  hath  an  ad- 
viser—I am  sure  he  could  not  live  a  week  with  such 
a  one  as  mine.  Then  there  is  no  learning  what  Fa- 
ther Eustace  thinks  till  you  confess  your  own  diffi- 
culties—No hint  will  bring  forth  his  opinion— he  is 
like  a  miser,  who  will  not  unbuckle  his  purse  to  be- 
stow a  farthing,  until  the  wretch  who  needs  it  has 
owned  his  excess  of  poverty,  and  wrung  out  the  boon 
by  importunity.  And  thus  I  am  dishonoured  in  the 
eyes  of  mv  rehg[ious  brethren,  who  behold  me  treated 
like  a  child  which  hath  no  sense  of  its  own— I  will 
bear  it  no  longer  I— Brother  Bennet,"— (a  lay  brother 
answered  to  his  call)—"  tell  Father  Eustace  that  I 
need  not  his  presence." 

"  I  came  to  say  to  your  reverence,  that  the  holy 
father  is  entering  even  now  from  the  cloisters." 

"Be  it  so,"  said  the  Abbot,  "he  is  welcome,— 
remove  these  things— or  rather,  place  a  trencher,  the 
holy  father  may  be  a  little  hungry— yet  no— remove 
them,  for  there  is  nojgood  fellowship  m  him— Let  the 
ptoup  of  wine  remain,  however,  and  place  another 
cim/' 

The  lay  brother  obeyed  these  contradictory  com- 
mands in  the  way  he  judged  most  seemly— he  removed 
the  carcass  of  the  half-sacked  capon,  and  placed  two 
goblets  .beside  the  stoup  of  Bourdeaux.  At  the  same 
instant  entered  Father  JSustace. 

He  was  a  thin,  sharp-faced,  slight-made  little  man, 
whose  keen  grav  eyes  seemed  almost  to  look  through 
the  person  to  whom  he  addressed  himself.  His  body 
was  emaciated  not  only  with  the  fasts  which  he  ob- 
served with  rigid  punctuality,  but  also  by  the  active 
and  unwearied  exercise  of  his  sharp  and  piercing 
intellect  i— 

A  fifirrHral,  which,  working  oat  its  way, 

Fretted  the  puny  body  to  decay. 

And  o'er-iofomi'd  the  tenement  of  clay. 

He  turned  with  conventual  reverence  to  the  Lord 
Abbot ;  and  as  they  stood  together,  it  was  scarce  pos- 
sible to  bee  a  more  complete  diflerence  of  form  and 
expression.  The  good-natured  rosy  fiice  and  laugh- 
ing eye  of  the  Abbot  which  even  his  present  anxiety 
could  not  greatlv  ruffle,  was  a  wonderful  contrast  to 
the  thin  pallid  cheek  and  quick  penetrating  glanceof 
the  monk,  in  which  an  eager  and  keen  spirit  glanced 
through  eyes  to  which  it  seemed  to  give  supernatural 
lustre. 

The  Abbot  opened  the  conversation  by  motioning 
to  his  monk  to  take  a  stool,  and  inviting  to  a  cup  of 
wine.  The  courtesy  was  declined  with  respect,  yet  not 
fVitheut  a  remark,  that  the  veq;}er-s$rvice  was  past. 


"  For  the  stomach's  sake,  btother,"  taid  the  Abbot, 
colouring  a  little—"  you  know  the  text," 

"  It  is  a  dangoroos  one,"  answered  the  monk« "  to 
handle  alone,  or  at  late  hours.  Cut  off  from  bomaa 
society,  the  juice  of  the  grape  becomes  a  perihms  com- 
panion of  solitude,  and  therefore  I  ever  shim  iu" 

Abbot. Boniface  had  poured  hhnsdf  out  a  goblet 
which  might  hold  abont  half  an  English  pint ;  but, 
either  struck  with  the  truth  of  ,the  observatioin^  or 
ashamed  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to  it,  he  sufiercd 
it  to  remain  untested  before  him,  and  immediately 
changed  the  subject 

"The  Primate  hath  written  to  us."  said  be,  "(o 
m^e  strict  search  within  our  bounds  after  the  ke- 
retical  persons  denounced  in  this  list,  who  htve 
withdrawn  themselves  from  the  justice  which  thdr 
opinions  deserve.  It  is  deemed  probable  that  thew 
will  attempt  to  retire  to  England  by  our  Bordq^  m 
the  Primate  roquireth  me  to  watch  with  yigilanoe^ 
and  what  not'' 

"Assuredly,"  said  the  monk,  "the  magistrate  shouU 
not  bear  the  sword  in  vain^those  be  they  that  turn  the 
world  upside  down— and  doubtless  your  reverend  wis- 
dom will  with  due  diligence  second  the  exertions  of 
the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God.  being  in  the  pe- 
remptory defence  qf  the  Holy  Church." 

"Ay,  out  how  is  this  to  be  done f  answered  the 
Abbot ;  "  Saint  Mary  aid  us !  The  Primate  writes  to 
me  as  if  I  were  a  temporal  baron— a  man  nnder  com* 
mand,  having  soldiers  under  him!  He  says,  seod 
forth— scour  the  country— guard  the  passes— Truly 
these  men  do  not  travel  as  those  who  would  give 
their  lives  for  nothing— the  last  who  went  south 
passed  the  dry-march  at  the  Ridingbum  widi  a> 
escort  of  thirty  n>ears,  as  our  reverend  brother  the 
Abbot  of  KelBo  did  write  unto  us.  How  are  cowls 
and  scapularies  to  stop  the  way  ^ 

"  Your  baiUfi*  is  accounted  a  good  man-at-armau 
holy,  father,"  said  Eustace ;  "  your  vassals  are  obliged 
to  rise  for  the  defence  of  the  Holy  Kirk — it  is  the 
tenure  on  which  they  hold  their  landa— if  they  wiS 
not  come  forth  for  the  Church  which  gives  them 
bread,  let  their  possessions  be  given  to  others." 

"  We  shall  not  be  wanting,"  said  the  Abbot,  col- 
lecting himself  with  importance,  "to  do  whatev9 
may  advantage  Holy  Kirii— thyself  shall  bear  the 
charge  to  our  Bailifi*  and  our  officials— but  4iere  again 
is  our  controversy  with  the  warden  of  the  bridge  and 
the  Baron  of  Meigallot— Saint  Mary!  vexations  do  so 
multiply  upon  the  House,  and  upon  the  generatios, 
that  a  man  wots  not  where  to  tmn  to !  Thou  dids» 
say.  Father  Eustace,  thou  wouldst  look  into  wr  evi- 
dents  touching  this  free  passage  for  the  pilgrims  1" 

"  I  have  looked  into  the  Chartulary  or  the  Houses 
holy  father,"  said  Eustace,  "  and  therein  I  find  • 
written  and  formal  grant  of  all  duties  and  customi 
payable  at  the  drawbridgjB  of  Brigton,  not  only  by 
ecclesiastics  of  this  foundation,  but  by  every  pilgrin 
truly  designed  to  accomplish  his  vows  at  this  Hou8» 
to  the  Abbot  Ailford,  and  the  Monks  of  the  House  ol 
Saint  Mary  in  Eennaquhair,  from  that  time  and  kt 
ever.  The  deed  is  dated  on  Saint  Bridget's  Even,  in 
the  year  of  Redemption,  1137,  and  bears  the  sign  and 
seal  of  the  granter,  Charles  of  Meigallot,  great-great- 
grandfather of  this  baron,  and  purports  to  be  granted 
for  the  safety  of  his  own  souL  and  for  the  weal  '4  'he 
souls  of  his  fatner  ana  mqtnen  ana  ot  a.1  uit»  pteoe- 
cessors  and  successors,  being  Baront  of .  Mi»5galk)t 

"But  he  allege^"  said  the  Abbot, "  thai  ihe  bridge- 
wards  have  been  in  possession  of  these  dues,  and  have 
rendffl^  them  avadable  for  more  than  fifty  years- 
add  the  baron  threatens  violence— meanwhile,  the 
journey  of  the  prilgrims  is  interQipted^  to  the  preju- 
dice of  their  own  souls,  and  the  diminution  of  the 
revenues  of  Saint  Mary.  The  Sacristan  advised  us 
to  put  on  a  boat;  but  the  warden,  whom  thou  know- 
est  to, be  a  godless  man,  has  sworn  the  devil  tear  him, 
but  that  if  they  put  on  a  boat  on  the  laird's  stream, 
he  will  rive  her  board  from  board— and  then  some 
say  we  should  compound  the  claim  for  a  small  muo 
in  silver."  Here  the  Abbot  paused  a  moment  for  a 
reply,  but  receiving  none,  he  added,  "Bur  what 
thinkest  thou.  Father  Eustace?  why  art  thou  silent  1" 

"  Because  I  am  snxprised  at  the  question  wfaidi  di# 
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Lord  Abbot  of  Saint  Mary's  asks  at  the  yooDgast  of 
^s  brethren." 

"  Younjpest  in  time  of  your  abode  with  ua^  Brother 
Eustace**  said  the  Abbot,  "  not  youngest  m  years, 
or  I  think  in  experience— Sub-Prior  also  of  this  con- 
Tent." 

^  I  am  astonished,"  continued  Eustace,  "  that  the 
Ab^t  of  this  venerable  house  should  ask  of  any  one, 
whether  he  can  alienate  the  patrimony  of  our  holy 
and  divine  patronessu  or  ^ive  up  to  an  unconscien- 
tious^ and  perhaps  a  heretic  baron,  the  rights  confer- 
red on  this  church  by  his  devout  progenitor.  Popes 
and  councils  alike  prohibit  it— the  honour  of  the  liv- 
ing, and  the  weal  of  departed  souls,  alike  forbid  it- 
it  may  not  be.  To  force,  if  he  dare  use  it,  we  must 
Surrender;  but  never  by  our  consent  should  we  see 
the  soods  of  the  church  plundered,  with  as  little 
ftcruple  as  he  would  drive  off  a  herd  of  EngUah 
beeves.  Rouse  yt>urself,  reverend  father,  and  doubt 
nothing  but  that  the  good  cause  shall  prevail.  Whet 
the  spiritual  sword,  and  direct  it  against  the  wicked 
who  would  usurp  our  holy  rights.  Whet  the  temporal 
•word  if  it  be  necessary,  ana  stir  up  the  courage  and 
zeal  of  your  loyal  vassals." 

The  Abbot  sighed  deeply.    "All  this,"  he  said,  "is 

Boon  spoken  by  nim  who  hath  to  act  it  not ;  but* 

He  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  Bennet  rather 
hastily.  "  The  mule  on  which  the  Sacristan  had  set 
out  in  the  morning  had  returned,"  he  said,  "to  the 
convent  stable  all  over  wet,  and  with  the  saddle 
turned  round  beneath  her  belly." 

"Sancta  Maria!"  said  the  Abbot,  "our  dear  bro- 
ther hath  perished  bv  the  way !" 

"It  may  not  be,'^said  Eustace  hastily— "let  the 
bell  be  tofled— cause  the  brethren  to  get  torches:— 
alarm  the  village— hurry  down  to  the  nver— I  myself 
will  be  the  foremost." 

The  real  Abbot  stood  astonished  and  agape,  when 
at  once  he  beheld  his  office  filled,  and  saw  all  which 
he  ought  to  have  ordered,  going  forward  at  the  dic- 
tates of  the  youngest  monk  in  tne  convent  But  ere 
the  orders  of^Eustace,  which  nobody  dreamed  of  dis- 
puting, were  carried  into  execution,  the  necessity  was 
prevented  by  the  sudden  apparition  of  the  Sacnstan, 
whose  supposed  danger  excited  all  the  alarm. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

Raze  out  tite  written  troubles  of  the  bmm, 
Cleani«  the  foul  boMin  of  the  perilouii  ttuff 
That  weirh«  upon  the  houv—Maeb^ 

What  betwixt  cold  and  fright,  the  afflicted  Sacris- 
tan stood  before  his  SuperioM",  propped  on  the  friendlv 
arm  of  the  convent  miller,  drenched  with  water,  and 
acarce  able  to  utter  a  syllable. 

After  various  attempts  to  speak,  the  first  words  he 
uttered  were, 

'  Swim  w  oMiTily— tbe  moon  ihioee  bright" 

"  Swim  we  merrily !"  retorted  the  Abbot  indignant- 
ly;  "a  merry  night  have  ye  chosen  for  swimming, 
and  a  becoming  salutation  to  your  Superior !" 

"  Our  brother  is  bewildered,"  said  Eustace  ;— 
-  "speak.  Father  Philip,  how  is  it  with  youl" 

'*  Good  luck  to  your  flshiiif  ,** 

continued  the  Sacristan,  making  a  most  dolorous  at- 
tempt at  the  tune  of  his  strange  companion. 

"Good  luck  to  your  fishing  1"  repeated  the  Abbot, 
mill  more  surprised  and  displeased:  "by  my  halT- 
dome  he  is  drunken  with  wine,  and  comes  to  our 
presence  with  his  JoUv  catcher  in  his  throat !  If  bread 
and  water  can  cure  this  folly" 

*'  With  your  pardon,  venerable  father,"  said  the 
Sub-Prior,  "of  water  our  brother  has  had  enough; 
and  methinks,  the  confusion  of  his  eye  is  rather  that 
of  terror,  than  of  au£[ht  unb«:oming  his  profession. 
Where  did  you  find  him,  Hob  Miller?" 

"  An  it  please  your  reverence,  I  did  but  go  to  shut 
the  sluice  of  the  mill— and  as  I  was  going  to  shut  the 
sluice,  I  heard  somethinggroan  near  to  me ;  but  judg- 
ing it  was  one  of  Giles  Fletcher's  hogs— for  so  please 
yoiL  he  never  shuts  his  gate— I  cau^t  up  my  lever, 
and  was  about— Saint  Mary  forgive  me!— to  strike 


where  I  heard  the  sound,  when,  as  the  saints  would 
have  it,  I  heard  the  second  groan  just  Uke  that  of  a 
living  man.  So  I  called  up  my  knaves,  and  found 
the  Father  Sacristan  Iving  wet  and  senseless  under 
the  wall  of  our  kiln.  So  soon  as  we  brought  him  to 
himself  a  bit  he  prayed  to  be  brought  to  your  reve- 
rence, but  I  doubt  me,  his  vdts  have  gone  a  bell-wa 
vering  by  the  road.  It  was  but  now  that  he  spoke 
in  somewhat  better  form." 

"Well!"  ^id  Brother  Eustace,  "thou  hast  dona 
well.  Hob  Miller ;  only  begone  now.  and  remembet 
a  second  time,  to  pause,  ere  you  strike  in  the  dark." 

"  Please  your  reverence,  it  shall  be  a  lesson  to  me," 
said  the  miller,  "  not  to  mistake  a  holy  man  for  a 
hog  again,  so  long  as  I  live."  And,  making  a  bow, 
with  profound  humility,  the  miller  withdrew. 

"  And  now  that  this  churl  is  gone.  Father  Philip," 
said  Eustace,  "  wilt  thou  tell  our  venerable  Superior 
what  ails  theel  art  thou  vino  gravahUt  mani  if  so^ 
we  will  have  thee  to  thy  cell." 

"Water!  water!  notwine,"  muttered  the  exhaust- 
ed Sacristan. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  monk.  "  if  that  be  thy  complaint, 
wine  may  perhaps  cure  thee ;"  and  he  reached  him  a 
cup,  which  the  patient  drank  ofi*  to  his  great  benefit 

'*And  now,"  said  the  Abbot,  "let  his  garments  be 
changed,  or  rather  let  him  be  carried  to  the  infirm- 
ary ;  for  it  will  prejudice  our  health,  should  we  hear 
his  narrative  while  he  stands  there,  steaming  like  a 
rising  hoar-frost." 

"  I  will  hear  his  adventure,"  said  Eustace,  "  and 
report  it  to  your  reverence."  And,  accordingly,  he 
attended  the  Sacristan  to  his  cell  In  about  hair  an 
hour  he  returned  to  the  Abbot 

"  How  is  it  with  Father  Philip  ?"  said  the  Abbot ; 
"  and  through  what  came  he  into  such  a  state?" 

"He  comes  from  Glendearg,  reverend  sir,"  said 
Eustace ;  "  and  for  the  rest,  he  telleth  such  a  legend, 
as  has  not  been  heard  in  this  Monastery  for  many  a 
loi  "iv"  ^i  thrngave  the  Abbot  the  outUnes  of 
th  ntures  in  the  homeward  journey, 

and  .bLld';d,  lIuie  lor  sbme  time  he  was  inclined  to 
think  \v.9  br:i;n  was  infirm,  seeing  he  had  simg, 
lau^hi'fJ,  ^Ei^  u .  rir  MJi  in  the  same  breath. 

'^  A  v^Tuv  g  it  is  to  us,"  said  the  Abbot 

"  t  h^i  t  S  u  E  i  L I  n  permitted  to  put  forth  his  hand 

thus  fpiT  rjfi  L»rir  I .;  ■  ir  sacred  brethren!" 

"Truf,"  imid  rsrher  Eustace;  "but  for  every  text 
there  15  El  pninii^r  m;  and  I  have  my  suspicions, 
thri  t  i f  1 1 1      '  ;  of  Father  PhiUp  cometh  of  the 

Evil  Oiit^  ju  ji  i:  not  have  been  altogether  with- 
out his  own  personal  fault"  n 

"How!"  said  the  Father  Abbot;  "I  will  not  be- 
lieve that  thou  makest  doubt  that  Satan,  in  fomv^r 
days,  hath  been  permitted  to  afi^ct  saints  aftd  holy 
men,  even  as  he  afflicted  the  pious  Job  ?" 

"  God  forbid  I  should  make  question  of  it,"  said 
the  monk,  crossing  himself;  "  yet,  where  there  is  an 
exposition  of  the  Sacristan's  tale,  which  is  less  than 
miraculous,  I  hold  it  safe  to  consider  it  at  least  if 
not  to  abide  by  it  Now,  this  Hob  the  Miller  hath  a  , 
buxom  daughter.  Suppose— I  say  only  suppose- 
that  our  Sacristan  met  her  at  the  ford  on  her  return 
from  her  .uncle's  on  the  other  side^  for  there  she  hath 
Uiis  evening  been— suppose,  that,  in  courtesy,  and  to 
save  her  stripping  hoao  and  shoon,  the  Sacristan 
brought  her  across  behind  him— suppose  he  carried 
his  familiarhies  farther  than  the  maiden  was  willing 
to  admit;  and  we  may  easilv  suppose  farther,  that 
this  wetting  was  the  result  oi  it" 

"And  this  legend  invented  to  deceive  usl"  said 
the  Superior^  r^dening  with  wrath ;  "  but  most 
strictly  shall  it  be  sifted  and  inquired  into ;  it  is  not 
upon  us  that  Father  Philip  must  hope  to  pass  the 
result  of  his  own  evil  practices  for  domgs  of  Satan. 
To-morrow  cite  the  wench  to  appear  before  ua— we 
will  examine,  and  we  will  punish." 

"Under  your  reverences  favour,"  said  Eustace, 
"  that  were  but  poor  policv.  As  things  now  stand 
with  us,  the  heretics  catch  tiold  of  each  flying  report 
which  tends  to  the  scandal  of  our  der^.  We  must 
abate  the  evil,  not  only  by  strengthening  discipUna 
but  also  by  suppressing  and  sufling  the  voice  of 
scandal.    U  my  coi^ecturea  tre  true,   the  milkr'i 
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daiifihtcT  will  be  silent  for  her  own  sake ;  and  your 
reverence's  authoriiy  iniiv  also  impose  sili-nce  on 
hfT  father,  and  on  ih'c  Sacrisian.  Il'  he  i?  n;?ain  found 
to  aflbnt  room  for  throwing  dishonour  on  his  order,  he 
can  be  puiiijihcd  wiih  sevinty.  hut  at  iho  same  time 
Aith  s<'rroirv.  For  wliat  say  the  Decn-tals  ]  Fan- 
ixo'kX  o.sft:n(fi dutn  punif.nlur^  jiagUia  auUm  ahscondi 

d  hcvt:' 

\  .<»?ni»'nce  of  Latin,  as  Eustace  had  before  ob- 
iervod,  had  often  much  influence  on  the  Abbot,  be- 
c.ius.;  he  uiidorstood  it  not  fluentiv,  and  was  ashamed 
io  acknowh^^re  his  ijiaioranee.  On  tliese  terms  they 
parted  for  the  nipht. 

The  next  day,  Abbot  Boniface  strictly  interrogated 
Phihp  on  the  real  cause  of  liis  disaster  of  the  previous 
nirdit.  But  the  Sacristan  stood  firm  to  his  story  ; 
n«»r  was  he  found  to  vary  from  any  point  of  it,  al- 
thonsrh  the  answers  he  retiirneil  wore  in  some  decji^e 
ineohLTPnt,  owinir  to  his  iuterminfilini?  with  them 
ever  and  anon  snatches  of  the  strange  damst-l'ssong, 
which  had  made  such  deep  impression  on  iiia  iniai?i- 
natioo,  that  he  could  not  prevvni  himself  from  iini- 
tatinjr  ii  rep«rat(fflly  in  the  course  of  his  examination. 
The  Ablwi  had  compassion  with  tlie  Sacristan's  in- 
voluntary frnilfv,  to  which  something  supernatural 
8«,-em<rd  annexed,  and  finally  b*^canie  of  opinion,  that 
Father  Eustace's  more;  natural  explanation  was  ra- 
ili'T  plausible  than  just.  And  indeed,  althouLdi  we 
have  rr.'corded  the  adventure  as  we  find  it  written 
down,  wc  cannot  forbear  to  add,  that  there  was  a 
achiam  on  the  subject  in  the  convent,  and  that  seve- 
ral of  the  brethren  pretended  to  have  good  reason  f(»r 
thiiikins  that  the  miller's  black-eyeil  daughter  was 
at  the  l.fm.im  of  the  atlair  after  all.  Whichever  way 
it  niigb.t  be  iiiten>reied,  all  agreed  that  it  had  too  ludi- 
crou»«  a  sound  to  be  permitted  to  get  abroad,  and 
thepfore  the  Sacristan  was  rhnrg«Ml,  on  his  vow  of 
obedience,  to  say  no  more  of  his  ducking  ;  an  injunc- 
tion which,  havmg  ontw  eased  his  mind  by  telliiig  his 
p^^ry,  it  may  Iw  well  conjectured  that  lie  joyfully 
obi'Ved. 

The  atfntion  of  father  Eustace  was  much  leas 
foreiblv  arrested  by  the  marvellous  talc  of  the  Sa- 
crisstan's  danger,  and  his  escape,  than  by  the  mention 
of  tile  vcdiiiiie  which  he  had  brought  with  him  from 
tlie  tower  of  Glendearg.  A  copy  of  the  Scriptures,^ 
transiatcd  into  tho  vulgar  tongue,  had  found  its  wav* 
even  into  the  proper  territory  of  the  church,  and 
liad  been  discovered  in  one  of  the  most  hidden 
nntl  s€^iuesicred  recesses  of  the  Halidome  of  Saint 
31nry'.s. 

He  anxiously  requested  to  see  the  volume.  In  this 
the  Sacristan  was  unable  to  gratify  him,  for  he  had 
lost  itj  as  far  as  he  recollected,  when  the  supernatu- 
ral being,  as  he  conceived  her  to  be,  took  her  depart- 
ure from  him.  Father  Eustace  went  down  to  the 
spilt  in  pi  rson,  and  searched  all  around  it,  in  hopes 
of  recovering  the  volume  in  question  ;  but  his  lat)our 
wa«  in  vain.  He  returned  to  the  Abbot,  and  reported 
tint  il  'oust  have  fallen  into  the  river  or  the  mill- 
Ptrt;am:  "for  I  will  hardly  believe,"  ho  said,  "that 
Fa* her  Vhilip's  musical  friend  would  fly  off  with  a 
copv  ofilie  Holy  Scriptures." 

"  Beinir,"  said  the  Ablwt,  "as  it  i.^,  an  heretical 
trau:«lation.  it  may  be  thought  that  Satan  may  have 
oowerovcrit." 

"Ay!"  paid  Father  Eustace,  *'it  is  indeed  his 
chiefest  magazine  of  artillery,  when  he  inspireth 
pn  sumptuous  and  daring  men  to  set  forth  their  own 
opinions  anri  expositions  of  Holy  Writ,  But  though 
thus  ubuftxl,  the  Scriptures  are  the  source  of  our 
snivation  and  are  no  more  to  be  reckoned  unholy.  Imj- 
eauseof  {heserash  men's  proceedings,  than  a  p<^wer- 
ful  i»  (fcdicine  is  to  be  contf»nmed,  or  mid  poisonous, 
l»e*»dns<'  bold  and  evil  leeches  have  employed  it  to  the 
preiudiee  of  their  patients.  With  the  permission  of 
your  reverence,  I  would  that  this  matter  were  looked 
into  mori-  closely.  I  will  myself  visit  the  Tower  of 
Glendr-arg  crt^  I  am  many  hours  older,  and  we  shall 
see  if  any  spectre  or  white  woman  of  the  wild  will 
venture  t^  interrupt  my  journey  or  return.  Have  I 
vour  nvtrcnfl  p<.Tmission  and  your  blessing T'  he 
nddotl.  hut  in  a  tone  that  oppe&red  to  set  no  gcent 
?  bv  either. 


"Thon  hast  both,  my  brother"  said  the  Abbot  j 
but  jio  sooner  had  Eustace  left  tnc  apartment,  ihao 
Boniface  could  not  help  breaking  on  the  wdling  ear 
of  the  Sacristan  his  sincere  wish,  that  any  spirit, 
black,  while,  or  gray,  would  read  the  adviser  such  a 
lei^.-f^in,  as  to  cure  liini  of  his  presumption  in  esteem- 
ing himself  wiser  than  the  whole  community. 

'*  I  wish  him  no  worse  lesson,"  said  the  Sacrisfin, 
"  than  to  go  swimming  merrily  down  the  river  wiih 
a  ghost  behind,  and  Kelpies,  night-crows,  and  mud- 
eels,  all  waiting  to  have  a  snatch  at  him. 

Merrily  Mwim  we,  tlio  moon  chines  brirlit ! 

Ciu(m1  luck  tu  your  fi«liiiig,  whom  watch  you  to-oirhl!'* 

"  Brother  Philip,"  said  the  Abbot,  "we  exhort  thet 
to  say  thv  prayers,  comatose  thyself,  and  banish  ikt 
foolif^h  chant  from  thy  mind;— it  is  but  adeciptioaaf 
the  devil's.'' 

"  I  will  essay,  reverend  Father,"  sa'id  the  Sacrj- 
tan,  "but  the  tune  hangs  bv  my  menior)-  like  ab'4 
in  a  beggars  rags ;  it  mingles  with  the  ppnliit— th« 
verv  btlls  of  the  convent  seem  to  repeot  the  wordi^ 
and  jingle  to  the  tune;  and  were  you  to  put  nicto 
death  at  this  verv  moment,  it  is  my  belief  I  sboslJ 
die  singing  it—'  N'ow  swim  we  merrily'— il  is  ai  it 
were  a  spell  upon  me." 

He  then  again  began  to  warble 

"  Good  lack  to  your  fUhinp ." 

And  checking  himself  in  tiTe  strain  with  dlfEcuIty.ba 
exclaiim.-d,  "  It  is  too  certain— I  am  but  a  lost  jmVt!! 
Swim  we  merrily— I  shall  sing  it  at  the  very  nias*- 
Wo  is  me !  I  shall  sing  all  the  remainder  of  my  I16, 
and  yet  never  be  able  to  change  the  tune  !' 

The  honest  Abbot  rtpliird.  "  he  knew  many  a  good 
fellow  in  the  same  condition;"  and  conciudea  tba 
remark  with  "ho!  hoi  hoi"  for  his  reveri:nce.  u 
the  ri  adcr  may  partly  have  observed,   was  one  of 
those  dull  folks  who  love  a  c^uiet  joke. 
The  Sacristan,  well  acquainted  with  his  Superiorf 
I  humour,  endeavoured  to  join  in  the  laugh,  out  h:i 
'  unfortunate  canticle  came  again  across  his  iinag.na- 
i  tion,  and  interrupted  the  hilarity  of  his  custoinvy 
echo. 
I     "  Ry  the  rood,  Brother  Philip."  said  the  Abbot, 
1  much  moved,  "you  become  altogether  intolerable! 
'  and  I  am  convinced  that  such  a  t-pell  could  not  fj,b- 
8ISI  over  a  periion  of  religion,  and  in  a  reli^noJi 
house,  unless  he  were  under  mortal  sin.    WluTefi-re, 
eay  the  seven  penitentiary  psalma  -  make  diliccBtv;M 
of  thy  scourge  and  hair-cloth— refrain  for  thrw?  dr.* 
from  all  food,  save  bread  and  watw— I  myself  wul 
shrive  thee,  and  we  will  see  if  this  singing  devil  ma/ 
be  driven  out  of  thee ;  at  least  I  think  Father  Eu- 
stace him.self  could  devise  no  better  exorcism." 

The  Sacristan  sighed  deeply,  but  knew  remon- 
strancc  was  vain.  He  retired  therefore  to  hisixiL 
to  try  how  far  psalmody  might  be  able  to  drive  ofl 
the  sounds  of  the  8>Tcn  tune  which  haunted  hi»  nu- 
mor>'. 

Meanwhile,  Father  Eustace  proceeded  to  the  draw- 
bridge, in  his  way  to  the  lonely  valley  of  Gkndtars. 
In  a  brief  conversation  with  tho  churlish  wanicr,  bf 
had  the  address  to  render  him  more  tractable  in  :bi 
contTover<«y  betwixt  him  and  the  convent.  He  re- 
minded him  that  his  father  had  been  a  vasasil  uuda 
the  community ;  that  his  brother  was  childless;  irA 
that  their  possession  would  revert  to  the  church  ob 
his  death,  and  might  bo  either  granted  to  himself  tin 
warder,  or  to  some  greater  favourite  of  the  Abbot,  si 
matters  chanced  to  stand  betwixt  them  at  the  time. 
The  Sub-Prior  suggested  to  him  also,  the  necctiirf 
connexion  of  interests  betwixt  the  Monaster)' ac'l 
the  oliice  which  this  man  enjoyed.  He  listened  vi:h 
temper  to  his  radc  and  churlish  answers ;  and  bf 
keeping  his  own  interest  firm  pitched  in  his  view,  at 
had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  Peter  gradually  loA- 
ened  his  tone,  and  consented  to  let  evcr>'  pilisrim  wb« 
travelled  upon  foot  pass  free  of  exaction  until  Pi-ntfr 
cost  next ;  they  who  travelled  on  horseback  or  olhe^ 
wise,  consenting  to  pay  the  ordinary  custom.  Hi- 
ving thus  accomnioiiated  a  matter  in  which  thewcil 
\  of  the  convent  was  so  deeply  interested  Father  £tf* 
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THE  MONASTERY. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 


N.ijr.  dalljr  nut  with  tinM>.  the  wiie  man'P  treuuiv, 
'J  liciiifh  itnilit  an:  lavi»h  oo't— rtio  fatal  FiHhor 
Htt'kks  ^uutii  whiluHO  wutc  nioments.— 07(/ Ptoy. 

A  NovEMBSK  mist  overspread  the  little  valley,  up 
which  slowly  but  steadily  rode  the  monk  Eustace. 
He  was  not  insensible  to  the  feeling  of  melancholy 
inspired  by  the  scene  and  by  the  season.  The  stream 
•eemcd  to  murmur  with  a  deep  and  oppressed  note, 
u  if  bewailing  the  departure  of  autumn.  Among 
the  scattered  copses  which  here  and  there  fringed  its 
bankis,  the  oak  trees  only  retained  that  pallid  ^een 
that  precedes  tlieir  russet  hue.  The  leaves  ot  the 
willows  were  most  of  them  stripped  from  the  branches, 
lay  rustling  at  each  breath,  and  disturbed  by  every 
stt-p  of  the  mule :  while  the  foliage  of  other  trees, 
totally  withered,  kept  still  precarious  possession  of 
the  boughn.  waiting  the  first  wind  to  scatter  them. 

The  niouK  dropped  into  the  natural  train  of  pensive 
thought  which^  these  autumnal  emblems  of  mortal 
hopes  arc  peculiarly  calculated  to  inspire.  "  There," 
he  said,  looking  at  the  leaves  which  lay  strewed 
iround,  "  lie  the  hopes  of  early  vuuth^  first  formed 
that  they  may  soonest  wither,  ana  loveliest  in  spring 
to  lK>coiue  most  contemptible  in  winter ;  but  you.  ye 
UngcTcra^'*  he  added,  looking  to  a  knot  of  beeches 
which  Ptill  bore  their  withered  leaves,  "'  you  aru  the 
proud  plans  of  adventurous  manhood,  formed  later, 
and  still  clinging  to  the  mind  of  age,  although  it  ac- 
knowledges their,  inanity !  None  lasts— none  en- 
dures, nave  the  fqliace  of  the  hardy  oak,  which  only 
begins  to  show  itself  when  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
forest  has  enjoyed  half  its  existence.  A  pale  and  de- 
cayed hue  is  all  it  possesses,  but  still  it  retains  that 
BV'iiiptom  of  titality  to  the  last.  So  be  it  with  Father 
Eustace !  The  fairy  hopes  of  my  youth  I  have  tnxlden 
under  foot  like  those  neclected  rustlers— to  the  prouder 
dreams  of  my  manhood  I  look  hack  as  to  lofty  chi- 
meraf,  of  which  the  pith  and  essi>nce  have  long  since 
faded  ;  but  my  religious  vows,  the  faithful  profession 
whinh  I  have  made  in  my  maturer  age,  shall  retain 
life  while  aught  of  Eustace  lives.  Dangerous  it  may 
be— fxble  it  must  be— yet  live  it  shall,  the  proud  de- 
tenuination  to  8er>'o  the  church  of  which  I  am  a 
member,  and  to  combat  the  heresies  by  which  she  is 
assailui."  Thus  spoke,  at  least  thus  thought,  a  man 
zealous  according  to  his  imperfect  knowledge,  con- 
founding the  vital  interests  of  Christianity  with  the 
extravagant  and  usurped  claims  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  defending  his  cause  with  ardour  worthy 
of  a  better. 

While  moving  onward  in  this  contemplative  mood, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  more  than  once,  that  he 
taw  in  his  path  the  firm  of  a  female  dressed  in  white, 
«ho  appeared  in  ;he  attitude  of  lamentation.  But 
the  impression  was  only  moment ar>',  and  whenever 
he  looked  steadily  to  the  point  where  he  conceived 
the  figure  appeared,  it  always  proved  that  he  had  mis- 
ukeu  some  natural  object,  a  white  crag,  or  the  trunk 
of  a  decayed  birch-tree  with  its  silver  bark,  for  the 
apperiruncQ  in  question. 

Father  Eustace  had  dwelt  too  long  in  Rome  to  par- 
take the  superstitious  feelings  of  the  more  ignorant 
Scottish  clergy;  yet  he  certainly  thought  it  extraor- 
dinary, that  so  strong  an  impression  should  have  been 
made  on  his  mind  by  the  le^jiend  of  the  Sacristan. 
**  it  is  strange,"  he  said  to  himself,  "  that  this  story, 
Rrhich  doubtless  was  the  invention  of  Brother  Philip 
!o  cover  his  own  improprietv  of  conduct,  should  run 
10  mucli  in  my  head,  and  uisturb  my  more  serious 
houghts— I  am  wont,  I  think,  to  have  more  command 
)ver  my  senses.  I  will  repi'at  m  v  prayers,  and  banish 
wch  folly  from  my  recollection." 

Tfie  monk  accordingly  began  with  devotion  to  tell 
lis  beads,  in  pursuance  of  the  prescribed  rule  of  his 
ffder,  nnd  was  not  again  disturbed  by  any  wander- 
ngsof  the  imagination  until  he  found  himself  be- 
tenth  the  little  fortalice  of  Glendearg. 

Dame  Glendinning,  who  stood  at  the  gate,  set  up 
I  shout  of  surprise  and  joy  at  seeing  the.good  father. 
'  Martin,"  she  said,  "Jasper,  where  boa  the  folk  7— 
idp  the  right  reverend  Sub-Prior  to  dismount,  and 
ake  his  mule  from  him.— O  father!  God  has  sent 
«Hi  in  our  natd—l  was  just  going  to  seud  man  and 


horse  to  the  convent,  though  I  ought  to  be  ashamed 
to  civc  80  much  trouble  to  your  reverences." 

Our  trouble  matters  not,  good  dame,"  said  Father 
Eustace;  "in  what  can  I  pleasure  you?  I  came 
hither  to  visit  the  Lady  of  Avcnel." 

"  Well-a-day !"  said  Dame  Elspeth,  "  ^nd  it  was  on 
her  part  that  I  had  the  boldness  to  think  of  summon- 
ing you,  for  the  aoad  lady  will  never  "be  able  to  weai 
over  the  day !— >Vould  it  please  you  to  go  to  her 
chamber  T' 

"Hath  she  not  been  shriven  by  Father  Philip T' 
said  the  monk. 

"  Shriven  she  was,"  snid  the  Dame  of  Glcudenrg 
"  and  by  Father  Philip,  as  your  reverence  truly  savs- 
but— I  wish  it  may  have  been  a  clean  shrift— Mo- 
thought  Father  Philip  lookini  but  moody  upon  ii— and 
there  was  a  book  which  he  took  away  with  him. 
that'' She  paused  as  if  unwilliM  to  procewl. 

"  Speak  out.  Dame  Glendinning,"  said  llie  Father, 
"  with  us  it  is  your  duty  to  have  no  secrets.'' 

"  Nay,  if  it  please  your  reverence,  it  is  not  that  I 
would  keep  any  thing  from  your  reverence's  know- 
ledge, but  I  fear  I  should  prejudice  the  lady  in  your 
opinion;  for  she  is  an  excellent  lady— months  and 
years  has  she  dwelt  in  this  tower,  and  none  more 
exemplary  than  she;  but  this  matter,  doubtless, 'sho 
will  explain  it  herstlf  to  your  reverence." 

"  I  desire  first  to  know  it  from  you,  Dame  Glendin- 
ning," said  the  monk ;  "  and  I  again  repeat,  it  it 
your  duty  to  tell  it  to  mc." 

"This  book,  if  it  please  your  reverence,  which 
Father  Philip  removed  from  Glendearg,  was  this 
morning  returned  to  us  in  a  strange  manner,'*  said 
the  good  widow. 

"  Returned  !"  said  the  monk  ;  "how  mean  you?" 

"I  mean,"  answered  Dame  Glendinnintr,  "that 
it  was  brought  back  to  the  tower  of  Gleudtarc,  ths 
saints  best  know  how— that  same  book  which  Fallier 
Philip  carried  with  him  but  yesterday.  Old  Martin, 
that  18  my  tasker  and  the  lath's  8er\'ant,  was  dnvina 
out  the  cows  to  the  pasture— for  wo  have  three  good 
milk-cows,  reverend  Father,  blessed  be  Saint  Wald- 
have,  and  thanks  to  the  holy  Monastery'' 

The  monk  groaned  with  impatience;  but  he  re- 
membered that  a  woman  of  the  good  dame's  condi- 
tion was  like  a  top.  which,  if  you  let  it  fipin  on 
untouchid,  niuHt  at  last  conic  to  a  pause;  but,  if  you 
interrupt  it  by  flogging,  there  is  no  end  to  its  gyra- 
tions. "But  to  speak  no  more  of  the  cows,  your 
reverence,  though  they  are  likely  cattle  as  ever  wem 
tied  to  a  stake,  the  ta.^ker  was  driving  them  out,  and 
the  lads,  that  is  my  Halbert  and  my  F^lward,  thai 
your  reverence  has  seen  at  church  on  holidays,  ami 
especially  Halbert,- for  you  patted  him  on  the  hea<l, 
and  gave  him  a  briK)ch  of  Saint  Cuthbert,  which  ho 
wears  in  his  bonnet,— and  little  Mary  Avenel,  that  it 
the  lady's  daughter,  they  ran  all  after  the  cattle,  and 
bei^an  to  play  up  and  down  the  pasture  as  young  folk 
will,  your  reverence.  A»d  at  length  they  lost  sight 
of  Martin  and  the  cows ;  and  they  begari  to  run  up 
a  Hitlecleugh  wliichwecall  Corri-nan-ahiun,  where 
there  is  a  wee  bit  stripe  of  ahum,  and  they  saw  there 
—Good  guide  us !— a  White  Woman  sittmg  on  ih« 
burn-side  wringing  her  hands— so  the  bairns  were 
frighted  to  see  o  strange  woman  sitting  there,  all  but 
Halbert,  who  will  be  sixteen  come  Whitsuntide  i 
and,  besides,  he  never  feared  ony  thing— and  when 
they  went  up  to  her— beliold  she  was  pai»»ed  away!" 

"  For  shame,  good  woman  I"  said  Father  Eustace , 
"  a  woman  of  your  sense  to  listen  to  a  tale  so  idle  !— 
the  young  folk  told  you  a  lie,  and  that  was  all." 

"Nay,  sir,  it  was  more  than  that,"  said  the  old 
dame ;  "  for,  besides  that  they  never  told  me  a  lie  id 
tlieir  lives,  I  must  warn  you,  that  on  the  very  ground 
where  the  White  Woman  was  sitting^  they  found  the 
Lady  of  Avenel's  book,  and  brought  it  with  them  to 
the  tower." 

"  That  is  worthy  of  mark  at  least/'  said  the  monk. 
"Know  you  no  other  copy  of  this  volume  within 
these  bounds  ?" 

"None,  your  reverence  "  returned  Elspeth  ,  "whjr 
should  therel— no  om?  could  read  it  were  there  twenty. 

"Then  you  are  sure  it  is  the  very  same  volume 
which  you  gave  to  Fathoc  PhiUsT'  «»iiii  \S^\!^«&i^ 
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**A9  sure  as  that  I  now  apeak  with  your  reverence." 

"It is  most  sitiKuIarr  said  the  monk;  and  he 
walked  acrosa  th,e  room  in  a  muaing  posture. 

"  I  have  been  upon  nettles  to  hear  what  your  re- 
.  verence  would  asyi"  continued  Dame  Glendinning. 
"reapecting  this  matter— There  is  nothing  I  would 
not  do  for  the  'Lady  of  Avenel  and  her  family,  and 
that  has  been  proved,  and  for  her  servants  to  boot 
both  Martin  and  Tibb,  although  Tibb  is  not  so  civil 
sometimes  as  altogether  I  have  a  right  to  expect ;  but 
I  cannot  think  it  beseeming  to  have  angels,  or  ghosts, 
or  fieiiries,  or  the  Uke,  waiting  u^n  a  leddy  when 
.  she  is  in  another  woman's  house,  m  reroect  it  is  no 
ways  creditable.  Ony  thing  she  had  to  do  .was 
always  done  to  her  hand, -without  costing  her  either 
pains  or  pence,  as  a  countrjr  body  says ;  and  besides 
the  discredit,  I  cannot  but  think  that  there  is  no  safety 
in  having  such  imchancy  creatures  about  ane.  But  I 
have  tied  red  thread  around  the  baims's  throats.'* 
(so  her  fondness  still  called  them,)  "  and  given  ilk 
ane  of  them  a  riding  wand  of  rowan-tree,  forby  sew- 
mg  up  a  slip  of  witch-elm  into  their  doublets ;  and  I 
W)eh  to  know  of  your  reverence  if  there  be  ony  thing 
mair  that  a  lone  woman  can  do  in  the  matter  of 
ghosts  and  fairies  7— Be  here  !  that  I  shouki  have 
named  their  unhicky  names  twice  ower  !" 

"  Dame  Glendinnmg,"  answered  the  monk,  some- 
what abruptly,  when  the  good  woman  had  nnished 
her  narrative,  "I  pray  you,  do  you  know  the  miller's 
daughter  1" 

'*  Did  I  know  Kate  HapperT'  repjied  the  widow ; 
**as  weel  as  the  beggar  knows  his  dish-* a  canty 
quean  was  Kate,  and  a  special  cummer  of  my  ain 
may  be  twenty  yeys  syne. 

'*^She  cannot  be  the  wench  I  mean,"  said  Father 
Eustace ;  "she  after  whom  I  inquire  is  scarce  fifteen, 
a  black-eyed  girl— you  may  have  seen  her  at  the  kirk." 

"Your  reverence  muat  he  in  the  right;  and  she  is 
my  cummer's  niece,  d^btless,  that  you  are  pleased 
♦o  speak  of:  But  I  thank  God  I  have  always  been 
too  duteous  in  attention  to  the  mass  to  know  whe- 
ther young  wenches  have  black  eyes  or  fgnen  ones." 
,  The  good  Father  had  ao  much  of  the  world  about 
him,  that  he  was  unable  to  avoid  amiling,  when  the 
dame  boasted  her  absolute  resistance  to  a  tempta- 
tion, which  waa  not  quite  so  liable  to  beset  her  as 
those  of  the  other  sex. 

"Perhaps,  then."  he  said,  "you  know  her  usual 
dresa,  Dame  Glendinningl" 

"Ay,  ay^  Father,^'  answered  the  dame  readily 
enough,  "a  White  kirtle  the  wench  wears,  to  hide  the 
dust  or  the  mill  no  doubt— and  a  blue  hood,  that 
might  weel  be  apared,  for  pridefulness.'* 

Then,  may  it  not  be  she,"  said  the  Father,  "  who 
has  brought  oack  this  book,  and  stepped  out  of  the 
way  when  the  children  came  near  herl" 

*^The  dame  paused— was  unwilling  to  combat  the 
solution  suggested  by  the  monk- but  was  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  why  the  lass  of  the  mill  should  come  so 
far  from  home  into  so  wild  a  corner,  merely  to  leave 
an  old  book  with  three  children,  fVom  whose  obser- 
vation she  wished  to  conceal  herself.  Above  all,  she 
could  not  understand  why,  since  she  had  aoguaint- 
anoes  in  the  family,  and  since  the  dame  Olendinning 
had  always  paid  her  multure  and  knaveship 'duly, 
the  said  lass  of  the  mill  had  not  come  in  to  rest  her- 
self and  eat  a  morsel,  and  tell  her  the  current  news  of 
the  water. 

These  very  objections  satisfied  the  monk  that  his 
conjectures  were  right.  "Dame,"  be  said,  "you 
must  be  cautious  in  what  you  say.  This  is  an  in- 
stance—I would  it  were  the  sole  one— of  the  power  of 
the  Enemy  in  these  daya.  The  matter  must  be  lifted 
,    with  a  curious  and  careful  hand." 

"Indeed,"  said  Elspeth,  trying  to  catch  and  chime 
n  with  the  ideas  of  the  Sub-Prior,  "I  have  often 
thought  the  miller's  folk  at  the  Monastery-mill  were 
far  over  careless  in  sifting  our  melder^  and  in  bolting 
It  too— some  folk  say  they  will  not  suck  at  whiles*  to 
^  put  in  a  handful  of  ashes  amongst  Christian  folk's 
eom-meal." 

"That  shall  be  looked  after  also,  dame,"  said  the 
Sub-Prior,  not  displeased  to  see  that  the  good  old 
woman  Went  off  on  a  false  soenl,  "and  now,  by 


your  leave,  I  will  see  this  lidy-tlo  yoa  go  htSofn, 
and  prepare  her  to  see  me." 

Dame  Glendinning  left  the  lower  apartment  accord- 
ingly^ which  the  monk  paced  in  anxioua  reflectioa, 
considering  how  he  might  best  discharge,  with  m* 
manity  as  well  aa  with  effect,  the  important  duty 
imposed  on  him.  He  resolved  to  approach  the  bed- 
side of  the  sick  person  with  reprimands,  miticaied 
only  by  a  feeling  lor  her  weak  condition — he  deter^ 
mined,  in  case  of  her  reply,  to  which  late  exampks 
of  hardened  heretics  might  encourage  her,  to  be  pr&> 

fared  with  answers  to  their  customary  scruples, 
ligh  fraught,  also,  with  zeal  against  her  unautho- 
rized intrusion  into  the  priestly  function,  by  study  ol 
the  Sacred  Scriptures,  he  imagined  to  nimself  iSta 
answers  which  one  of  the  modern  school  of  hercev 
might  reiurn  to  him— the  victorious  refutation  whico 
should  lay  the  disputant  prostrate  at  the  Confecwt's 
mercy— and  the  healing,  yet  awful  exhortation,  whkh, 
under  pain  of  refusing  the  last  consolations  of  r^ 
ligion,  he  designed  to  make  to  the  penitent,  conjuring 
her.  as  she  loved  her  own  soul's  welfare,  to  d»close 
to  him  what  she  knew  of  the  dark  mystery  oi 
iniquity,  by  which  heresies  were  introduced  into  the 
most  secluded  spots  of  the  very  patrimony  of  the  charch 
herself— what  agents  they  had  who  could  th\is  ffhdc^ 
as  it  were  unseen,  from  place  to  place,  bnng  back  the 
volume  which  the  church  had  interdicted  to  the 'Spots 
from  which  it  had  been  removed  under  her  express 
auspices  :  and  who.  by  encouraging  the  darii^  aad 
profane  thirst  after  knowledge  forbidden  and  useleM 
to  the  laity,  had  encouraged  the  fisher  of  souls  to  use 
with  effect  his  old  bait  of  ambition  and  vain -glory. 

Much  of  this  premeditated  dispute tiqn  escaped  the 
eood  father,  when  Elspeth  returned,  her  tears  fiowiog 
faster  than  her  apron  could  dry  them,  and  made  him 
a  signal  to  follow  her.  **  How,"  said  the  monk,  "  is 
she  then  so  near  her  end  7— nay,  the  church  most  not 
break  or  bruise,  when  comfort  is  yet  possible ;"  and, 
forgetting  his  polemics,  the  good  Sub-Prior  hastenec 
to  the  little  apartment,  where,  on  the  wretched  bed 
which  she  had  occupied  since  her  misfortunes  had 
driven  her  to  the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  the  widow  el 
Walter  Avenel  had  rendered  up  her  spirit  to  herCrea^ 
tor.  "  My  God !"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  and  has  m) 
unfortunate  dallying  suffered  her  to  depart  withotft 
the  Church'a  consolation  1  Look  to  her.  dame,"  ha 
exclaimed  with  ea^r  impatience ;  "  is  there  not  yel 
a  sparkle  of  the  life  left?— may  she  not  be  recalled— 
recalled  but  for  a  moment?— Oh!  would  that  she 
could  express,  but  by  the  most  imperfect  word— b«l 
by  the  most  feeble  motion,  her  aoqoijescence  in  the 
needful  task  of  penitential  prayer!— Does  she  not 
breathe?— Art  thou  sure  she  Mh  not?** 

"  She  will  never  breathe  more,"  said  the  matron 
"  O !  the  poor  fatherless  girl— now  motherless  also— 
O.  the  kind  companion  I  nave  had  these  manyjyearsi 
whom  I  shall  never  see  again  1  But  she  is  in  Heavei 
for  certain,  if  ever  woman  went  there ;  for  a  womaa 
of  better  life'* 

"  Wo  to  me,"  said  the  good  monk,  "if  indeed  dia 
went  not  hence  in  good  assurance— wo  to  the  reck^ 
less  shepherd,  who  suflfered  the  wolf  to  carry  a  choioi 
one  fVoro  the  flock,  while  he  busied  himself  with 
trimming  his  sling  and  bis  staff  to  give  the  monster 
battle !  O !  if  in  the  long  Hereafter,  aught  but  weal 
ahould  that  poor  spirit  share,  what  baa  my  d^ay 
cost !— the  value  of  an  immortal  soul  !*' 

He  then  approached  the  body,  full  of  the  dee(  *«- 
morse  natural  to  a  good  man  of  hia  persuasion, 
who  devoutly  believed^ the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  "  Ay,"  said  he,  gazing  on  the  pallid  corpse, 
from  which  the  spirit  had  parted  so  placidly  as  to 
leave  a  amile  upon  the  thin  blue  lips,  which  had  been 
80  long  wasted  by  decay  that  they  had  parted  with 
the  laat  breath  of  animauon  without  the  lightest  con- 
vtilsive  tremor— "Ay,'*  said  Father  Eustace,  "tbei* 
liea  the  faded  tree,  and,  as  it  fell,  ao  it  lies— awfiti 
thought  for  me,  should  my  neglect  have  left  it  to  de- 
scend in  an^vil  direction !"  He  then  again  and  again 
conjured  Dame  Glendinning  to  tell  him  what  aha 
knew  of  the  demeanour  and  ordinary  walk  of  the  d^ 
ceased. 

All  tended  to  the  high  hoaoor  of  the  dececaed  M$  \ 
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^or  her  companion,  who  admired  faer  sufficiently 
Arhile  alite,  notwithstanding  some  trifling  points  of 
ealousy,  now  idolized  her  after  her  death,  and  could 
iiink  of  no  attribute  of  praise  with  which  she  did  not 
idorn  her  memory. 

Indeed,  the  Lady  of  Arenel,  however  she  might 
mvately  doubt  some  of  the  doctrines  announced!)/ 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  although  she  had  probably 
tacitly  appealed  from  that  corrupted  system  of  Chris- 
ti^aity  to  the  volume  on  which  Christianity  itself  is 
founded,  had  nevertheless  been  regular  in  her  attend- 
ance on  the  worship  of  the  church,  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
tending her  scruples  so  far  as  to  break  ofl  commu- 
nion. Such  indeed  was  the  first  sentiment  of  thb 
earlier  reformers,  who  seem  to  have  studied,  for  a 
time  at  least,  to  avoid  a  schism,  until  the  violence  of 
the  Pope  rendered  it  inevitable. 

Father  Eustace,  on  the  present  occasion,  listened 
with  eagerness  to  every  thing  which  could  lead  to 
assure  him  of  the  lady's  orthodoxy  in  the  main  points 
of  belief;  for  his  conscience  reproached  him  sorely, 
that,  instead  of  protracting  conversation  with  the 
Dame  of  Glendearg,  he  had  not  instantly  hastened 
where  his  presence  was  so  necessary.   "  If,"  he  said, 
addressing  the  dead  bodv,  "  thou  art  yet  free  from  the 
utmost  penalty  due  to  the  followers  of  false  doctrine 
— ^if  thou  dost  but  suffer  for  a  time,  to  expiate  /aults 
done  in  the  body,  but  partaking  of  mortal  frail tv  more 
than  of  deadly  am,  fear  not  that  thy  abode  snail  be 
long  in  the  pienal  regions  to  which  thou  mayest  be 
doomed— if  vigils— if  masses— if  penance— if  macera- 
tion of  my  body,  till  it  resembles  that  extenuated 
form  which  the  soul  hath  abandoned,  mav  assure  thy 
deliverance.    The  Holy  Church— the  gooly  founda- 
tion—our blessed  Patroness  herself  shall  intercede 
for  one  whose  errors  were  counterbalanced  by  so 
many  virtues.— Leave  me,  dame— here,  and  by  her 
bed-side,  will  I  perform,  those  duties  which  this 
piteous  case  demands  !'* 

Elspeth  left  the  monk,  who  employed  himself  in 
'  fervent  and  sincere,  thou(;h  erroneous  prayers,  for  the 
weal  of  the  departed  spint.  For  an  hour  he  remain- 
ed in  the  apartment  of  death,  and  then  returned  to 
the  hall,  where  he  found  the  still  weeping  friend  of 
the  deceased. 

But  it  woald  be  injustice  to  Mrs.  Elspeth  Glendin- 
ninf^B  hospitality,  if  we  suppose  her  to  have  been 
weeping  during  this  long  interval,  or  rather,  if  we 
suppose  her  so  entirely  absorbed  by  the  tribute  of  sor- 
row which  she  paid  frankly  and  plentifully  to  her  de- 
ceased friend,  as  to  be  incapable  of  attending  to  the 
rites  of  hospitality  due  to  the  holy  visiter— who  was 
confessor  at  once,  and  Sub-Prior— mighty  in  all  re- 
ligious and  secular  considerations,  so  far  as  the  vas- 
sals of  the  Monastery  were  interested. 

Her  barley-bread  had  been  toasted— her  choicest 
cask  of  home-brewed  ale  had  been  broached— her 
best  butter  had  been  placed  on  the  hall-table,  along 
with  her  most  savoury  ham  and  her  choicest  cheese, 
ere  she  abandoned  herself  to  the  extremitv  of  sor- 
row ;  and  it  was  not  till  she  had  arranged  her  little 
reT>ast  neatly  on  the  board,  that  she  sat  down  in  the 
chimney  comer,  threw  her  checked  apron  over  her 
head,  and  gave  way  to  the  current  of  tears  and  sobs. 
In  this  there  was  no  grimace  or  affectation.  The 
good  dame  held  the  honours  of  her  house  to  be  as  es- 
sential a  duty,  especially  when  a  monk  was  her  visi- 
tant, as anv  other  pressing  call  upon  her  conscience: 
nor  until  these  were  suitably  attended  to  did  she  find 
herself  at  liberty  to  indulge  her  sorrow  for  her  de- 
parted friend. 

When  she  was  conscious  of  the  Sub-Prior*s  pre- 
sence, she  rose  with  the  same  attention  to  his  recep- 
tion ;  but  he  declined  all  the  offers  of  hospitality  with 
which  ene  endeavoured  to  tempt  him.  rfot  her  but- 
ter, as  yellow  as  gold,  and  the  nest  she  assured  him, 
that  was  made  in  the  patrimony  or  Saint  Mary- not 
the  barley-scones,  which  "the  departed  saint,  God  sain 
her!  used  to  say  were  so  good"— not  the^le,  nor  any 
otner  cates  which  poor  ElspetVs  stores  afforded, 
•odd  prevail  on  the  Sub-Prior  to  break  his  £Dst. 

**Tais  day,*'  he  said,  **  I  must  not  taste  food  until 
the  sun  go  down,  happy  it  in  so  doing,  I  can  expiate 
mf  own  negliienee--ba(ppla'  still,  if  my  suftbrings  of  • 


this  trifling  nature,  tmdertaken  m  pure  faith  and  sm 
gleness  of  heart,  may  benefit  the  soul  of  the  deceased. 
Yet,  dame,"  he  added,  "  I  may  not  so  far  forget  the 
livinff  in  my  cares  for  the  dead,  as  to  leave  behind  me 
that  Dook.  which  is  to  the  ignorant  what  to  our  first 
parents^  the  tree  of  Knowledge  of  Good  and  EviL 
unhappily  proved— excellent  indeed  in  itself,  but  fatal 
because  used  by  those  to  whom  it  is  prohibited." 

•*0,  blithely,  reverend  father,"  said  the  widow  o^ 
Simon  Glendinning,  "  vrill  I  give  you  the  book,  if  so 
be  I  can  wile  it  from  the  bairns;  and  indeed,  poor 
things,  as  the  case  stands  with  them  even  now,  yon 
migtit  take  the  heart  out  of  their  bodies,  and  they 
never  find  it  out.  they  are  sae  begrutten."* 

"Give  them  thia missal  instead,  good  dame,"  said 
the  Father,  drawing  from  his  pocket  one  which  was 
curiously  illuminated  with  paintings,  "and  I  will 
come  myself,  or  send  one  at  a  fitting  time,  and  teach 
them  the  meaning  of  these  pictures. ' 

"The  bonny  images!"  said  Dame  Glendinning; 
forgetting  for  an  instant  her  grief  in  her  admiration : 
"  and  weel  I  wot,"  added  she,  "  it  is  another  sort  of 
a  book  than  the  poor  Lady  of  Avenel's;  and  blessed 
might  we  have  been  this  day,  if  your  reverence  had 
found  the  way  up  the  glen,  instead  of  Father  Philip, 
though  the  Sacristan  is  a  powerful  man  too,  and 
speaks  as  if  he  would  gar  the  house  fly  abroad,  save 
that  the  walls  are  gey  thick.  Simon's  forbears  (may 
he  and  they  be  blessed !)  took  care  of  that." 

The  monk  ordered  his  mule,  and  was  about  to  take 
his  leave ;  and  the  good  dame  was  still  delaying  him 
with  ouestions  about  the  funeral,  when  a  horseman, 
armed  and  accoutred,  rode  into  the  little  court-yard 
which  surroimded  the  Keep. 
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Tm  iin«e  thej  rode  amoof  our  doors 
With  tplent  on  stMinld  wa6  nut/  spurt. 
There  pows  no  fruit  into  our  nirs ; 


ith  tplent  on  i 

ftowsno  _ ^ 

piui  uid  John  VponAand.^Bannatpu  MS. 

The  Scottish  laws,  which  were  as  wisely, and 
judiciously  made  as  they  were  carelessly  end  inef- 
fectually executed,  had  m  vain  endeavoured  to  re- 
strain tne  damage  done  to  agriculture^  by  the  chiefs 
and  landed  propnetors^retaining  in  their  service  what 
were  called  jack-men,  from  the  jackpot  doublet  quill- 
ed with  iron*  which  they  wore  as  defensive  armour. 
These  military  retainers  conducted  themselves  with 
great  insolence  towards  the  industrious  part  of  the 
community— lived  in  a  great  measure  by  plunder,  and 
were  ready  to  execute  any  commands  of  their  master, 
however  unlawful.  In  adopting  this  mode  of  life^ 
men  resigned  the  quiet  hopes  and  regular  labours  of 
industry,  for  an  unsettled,  precarious,  and  dangerous 
trade,  wnich  yet  had  sucn  charms  for  those  once 
accustomed  ;o  it,  that  they  became  incapable  of 
following  any  other.  Hence  the  complaint  of  John 
Upland,  a  fictitious  character,  representing  a  country- 
man, into  whose  mouth  the  poets  of  the  day  put  thenr 
general  satires  upon  men  ana  manners : 

Thcjr  ride  about  is  lOAh  a  raf« 
By  foreet,  frith,  and  fteld. 

With  buckler,  bow,  and  brand. 
Lo  I  where  they  ride  out  throufh  tiie  rye  I 
The  Devil  mot  Mve  the  oorapenr, 

Quoth  John  Up-oo'laod. 

Christie  of  the  Clinthill,  the  horseman  who  now 
arrived  at  the  little  Tower  of  GHendearg,  was  one  of 
the  hopeful  company  of  whom  the  poet  complains, 
as  was  indicated  by  his  "aplent  on  spauld,"  (iron- 
plates  on  his  shoulder,)  his  rusted  spurs,  and  hit 
long  lance.  An  iron  skull-cua  none  of  the  brishtest, 
bore  for  distinction  a  sprig  of^  the  holly,  which  was 
Avenel's  badge.  A  long  two-edged  straight  sword, 
having  a  handle  made  of  polishedf  oak.  hung  down  bv 
his  side.  The  meagre  condition  of  his  horse,  and 
the  wild  and  emaciated  look  of  the  rider,  showed 
their  occupation  could  not  be  accounted  an,  easy  or 
a  thriving  one.  He  saluted  Dame  Glendinning  with 
little  courtesy,  and  the  monk  with  less;  for  the  grow- 
ing disrespect  to  the  religious  orders  bad  not  faiM  to 
extend  itself  among  a  class  of  men  of  iMich  disorderly 
•  Bjjnuttn  otw-wept. 
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habits,  nIrhou!»h  it  may  be  supposed  they  were  lolcra- 
h\v  inJiUercnt  alike  to  the  new  or  the  ancient  doc- 
trines. 

"  So.  our  lady  is  dead,  Dame  Glcndinning?"  said 
thujaoKiiian;  ^  my  master  has  sent  you  even  now  a 
fat  oiiljock  for  her  mart— iimay8er\o  for  her  funeral. 
I  have  left  liim  in  the  upper  clench,  as  he  is  some- 
what kmispccklc,*  and  is  marked  boili  with  cut  and 
.  hirn— thi.  si'joner  the  skin  is  off,  and  he  is  in  saiiltfat. 
thi!  less  lik«!  ynu  are  to  have  trouble— you  undirstand 
me?  L«  t  me  have  a  pe^k  of  corn  for  my  horse,  and 
bi'cf  and  beer  for  myi»elf,  for  I  must  go  on  to  the 
M(>na:-t(!ry— though  I  think  this  monk  lure  mii;ht  do 
miM'- 'rrand." 

'Tliino  errand,  rude  man!"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
kni»:in^  his  brows 

''  F\»r  God's  sake!'*  cried  poor  Dame  Glcndinninfr. 
tcmfud  at  the  idea  of  a  quarrel  betwt^n  ihem,— ''O 
Ci:rl^::«•I-  it  is  tin;  Sub-Prior— O  revcn  nd  &ir,  it  is 
Ciiriotio  of  tiic  Clinthill,  the  laird's  ciiiif  iarkman ; 
fV  kni;w  that  little  havings  can  be  expected  from  the 
iki-  o'  iheni." 

'■  Are  vou  a  retainer  of  the  Laird  of  Avencl  ]''  said 
the  monk,  addressinshimscif  to  the  horseman,  "and 
do  yoi]  speak  thus  rudely  to  a  brother  of  S;iint  Mary's, 
to  whom  thy  master  is  so  much  beholdi'ii  T' 

'■  He  means  to  bo  yet  more  beholden  tovour  house, 
Sir  M.)nk,"  answcrwl  the  fellow;"  "for  hearlnj?  his 
t;«i.T-in-law,  ihe  widow  of  Walter  of  Avencl,  was 
on  Ikt  d«atli-bc(i,  he  sent  me  to  say  to  the  Father 
A?>bo;  and  tiie  brethren,  that  he  will  hold  the  fuiural 
fi  ;i>i  p.t  tlu ir  convent,  and  invites  himself  tlurcto, 
wiili  n  seon:  of  horse,  and  some  friends,  and  to  abide 
>  ill.  n  for  thnjo  days  and  three  nights,— havinp;  hors*,'- 
iii'.at  ii\\(\  m'?n':)  meat  at tht; ehar^;e of  thecommuni- 
tv  :  of  wl.irh  his  intention  he  sends  due  notice,  that 
fitJin^  pre  p:i ration  may  be  timously  made." 

'*  I'ru'ud,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "believe  not  that  I 
will  (jo  to  the  Father  .Abbot  the  indignity  of  deliver- 
ing Kucli  an  errand.  Think' st  thou  the  goods  of  the 
eljurrji  were  bestowetl  upon  her  by  holy  princes  and 
p.'.Mii*  niibks,  now  dead  and  gone,  to  be  consumed  in 
revi.lry  by  eviTv  protiigato  layman  who  numbers  in 
hi* !  rain  m(»re  fwUowers  than  he  can  simport  by  honest 
in-  ans,  or  by  his  own  incomings?  Tell  thy  master, 
fr.*Mi  the  Sub-Prior  of  Saint  Mar/s,  that  the  Primate 
liaiii  is.sMcd  his  commands  to  us,  that  we  i^tdmiit  no 
Ion::er  to  this  compulsory  exaction  of  hospitality  on 
sliuht  or  false  pretences.  Our  lands  and  poods  were 
givtu  to  relieve  pilgrims  and  pious  persons,  not  to 
least  ii.indH  of  nidc  soldiers." 

"  Tills  to  me!"  said  the  angry  spearman.  "  this  to 
me  and  to  my  master?— Look  to  yourself  then.  Sir 
Priest,  and  try  if  Are  and  Credo  will  keep  bullocks 
from  wan<in-ini?,  and  hay-stacks  from  burning." 

•'  Dost  thou  menace  the  Holy  Church's  patrimony 
with  waste  and  fire-raising,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
*  and  that  in  the  face  of  the  sun?  I  call  on  all  who 
hear  me  to  bear  witness  to  the  words  this  ruffian  has 
spoken.  Remember  how  the  Lord  James  drowned 
ffucii  as  you  by  scores  in  the  black  pool  at  Jeddart. 
To  h.ni  and  to  the  Primate  will  I  complain."— The 
soirirr  !»!iil"nl  the  position  of  his  lance,  and  brought 
it  (lown  to  a  level  with  the  monk'.s  bodv. 

Danir  (ilifudinning  began  to  shriek  fr>r  assistance. 
•' Tiob  Tarket !  Martin!  where  be  ye  all 7— Christie, 
fur  the  love  of  God,  consider  he  is  a  man  of  Iloly 
Kirk!*' 

"  1  carr3  not  for  his  spear,"  said  the  Sub-Prior;  "  if 
lam  slain  in  defending;  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
iny  community,  the  Prmiatc  will  know  now  to  take 
ve'n;ieanee." 

"  r.et  him  look  to  himself^"  said  Christie,  but  at 
the  same  time  depositing  his  lance  against  the  wall 
of  the  tower;  "  if  the  Fife  men  spoke  true  who  came 
hiiluT  with  the  Governor  in  the  last  raid.  Norman 
Leslie  has  him  at  feud,  and  is  like  to  set  him  hard. 
%Ve  know  Norman  a  true  bloodhound,  who  will  never 

S[iut  the  i^lot.  Rut  I  had  no  design  to  ofRnd  the  holy 
iither."  he  added,  thinking  perhaps  he  had  gone  a 
littie  TOO  far ;  "  1  am  a  rude  man,  bred  to  lance  and 
gUrrujj,  and  not  used  to  deal  with  book- learned  men 
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and  priests ;  and  I  am  willing  to  ask  his  forgiveiM* 
and  his  bUssing,  if  I  have  siud  aught  amis^.^ 

"  For  God's  sake,  your  reverence,*'  said  the  widov 
of  Glendearg  apart  to  the  Sub-Prior,  '*  bestow  on  him 
your  forgiveness- how  shall  we  poor  folk  skt^  ia 
seciu-ity  in  the  dark  nights,  if  the  Convent  ia  at  fnd 
with  such  men  as  he  is  ?" 

"  You  are  right,  dame,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  **  yow 
safety  should^  and  must,  be  in  the  fir«t  instance  cos- 
suited.— Soldier,  I  forgive  thee,  and  may  Goil  blni 
thee,  and  send  thf'C  honesty!"  i 

Christie  of  the  Clinthill  made  an  nnwillinc  indint- 
tion  with  his  head,  and  muttered  apart,  "  That  •£  ii 
much  as  to  say,  God  send  thee  star\'ation.— But  nov 
to  my  masters  demand,  Sir  Phcst?  VMiat  aniva 
am  I  to  rtturn?" 

"  That  the  body  of  the  widow  of  Walter  of  Atenti" 
answered  the  father,  "  shall  be  interred  as  bfrrr-nwi 
her  rank,  and  in  the  tomb  of  her  valiant  hu»br.:i>L 
For  your  master's  jiroflered  visit  of  three  dn>'s».  v.ib 
such  a  company  and  retinue,  I  have  no  auihori^yto 
replv  to  it;  you  must  intimate  your  Chiefs  purpcw 
to  the  llcverciid  Lord  Abbot." 

"  That  will  cofi  me  a  farther  ride^"  said  the  natL 
"  but  it  is  all  in  the  day's  work.— How  now,  my  lie" 
said  he  to  Halbert.  who  was  handling  the  long  iiace 
which  he  had  laid  a.^idc ;  "  how  do  you  like  such  i 
plaything?— will  you  go  with  me,  and  bti  a  moss- 
trooper ? 

"  The  Saints  in  their  mercy  forbid !"  said  the^ 
mother;  and  then,  afraid  of  having  di.«pKascdChriMie 
by  the  vivacity  of  her  exclamation,  she  followed  Jiup 
by  explaining,  that  since  Simon's  death  shecoalJ  sol 
look  on  a  spear  or  a  bow,  or  any  implement  of  dp- 
struct  ion,  without  trembling. 

"  Pshaw !"  answered  Chrl8tic^  "  thou  shonWit  tab 
another  husband,  dame,  and  dri\'c  such  folhrs  out  d. 
thy  thoughts— what  sayst  thou  to  such  a  strappiis 
lad  as  1 7  Why,  this  old  tower  of  thine  is  fencible 
enough,  and  there  is  no  want  of  cleuchs,  andcTaj(& 
and  bogs,  and  thickets,  if  one  was  set  hani;  amaa 
might  bide  here,  and  keep  his  half-score  of  lads.  «m 
as  many  geldings,  and  live  on  what  he  could  Uybii 
hand  on,  and  be  kind  to  thee,  old  wench." 

"Alas!  Master  Christie,"  said  the  matron,  ''tfcil  • 
)'ou  should  talk  to  a  lone  woman  in  such  a  faskon, 
and  death  in  the  house  besides !"  *  ' 

"  Lono  womon !— why,  that  is  the  very  reason  tb« 
shouldst  take  a  mate.  'Thy  old  friend  is  dead,  vhji 
good— choose  thou  another  of  somewhat  toii^ 
frame,  and  that  will  not  die  of  the  pip  like  a  youoi 
chicken.— Better  still— Come,  dame,  let  me  kaw 
something  to  eat,  and  we  will  talk  more  of  thii.'' 

Dame  Elspeth,  though  she  well  knew  the  chanrtff 
of  the  man,  whom  in  fact  she  both  disliked  and&aiA 
could  not  help  simpering  at  the  personal  addms  wk'a 
he  thought  proper  to  make  to  her.  She  whispewd  » 
the  Sub-Prior,  "  Ony  thing  just  to  keep  him  ^^^ 
and  went  into  the  tower  to  set  before  the  soldiffOi 
food  he  desired,  trusting,  betwixt  good  cheer  and  tbi 
power  of  her  own  charms,  to  kea>  Christie  of  ix 
Clinthill  so  well  amused,  that  the  altercation  bctv3i 
him  and  the  holy  father  should  not  be  renewed. 

The  Sub-Prior  was  equally  unwilling  to  baian  nv 
unnecessary  rupture  between  the  community  and  km 
a  person  as  Julian  of  Avencl.  Ho  was  sensible  tbii 
moderation,  as  well  as  firmness,  was  necoasaiT  ^ 
support  the  tottering  cause  of  this  Church  of  Rome: 
and  that,  contrary^  to  former  times,  the  quamdi  Ik* 
twixt  the  clergy  and  laity  had,  in  the  present,  usnaL} 
terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter. ,  He  I^ 
solved,  therefore,  to  avoid  farther  strife  by  withdraw- 
ing, but  failed  not,  in  the  first  place,  to  possess  bin- 
self  of  the  volume  which  the  Sacristan  carried  w 
the  evening  before,  and  which  bad  been  returned  id 
the  glen  in  such  a  marvellous  manner. 

Edward,  tlie  younger  of  Dame  E1speth*a  bon 
made  great  objections  to  the  book  being  reraorfC 
in  which  Mary  would  probably  have  joined,  bnt  tbil 
she  was  now  in  her  little  slecping-chaniber  with  Tm 
who  was  exerting  her  simple  skill  to  coaaole  t* 
young  lad^  for  her  mother's  death.  But  the  yonc^ 
.  Glendinnin^  stood  up  in  defence  of  her  propeity.  ■» 
\  Yi\)!^  %  vQi^^»«HM  ^bifih  had  hitluffto  midi  nopirt 
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^^obacacler,  deolmd,  that  now  th«  kind  ladv  was 
dfliuL  the  book  wa«  Mary'si  and  no  one  but  Mary 
■bould  have  it. 

"  But  if  it  is  not  a  fit  book  for  Mary  to  read,  my 
4ear  boy,'*  eaid  the  Father  gently,  "  you  would  not 
wtah  it  to  remain  with  her 7^ 

*'  The  lady  tead  it,"  answered  the  young  champion 
«>f  property;  '*  and  so  it  could  not  be  wrong— it  shall 
noi  be  taken  away.— I  wonder  where  Haloert  ;&  1— 
listening  to  the  bravading  tales  of  gay  Christie,  I 
reckon— he  is  always  wishing  for  fightmg,  and  now 
he  IB  out  of  the  way." 

"  Why,  Edward,  you  would  not  fight  with  me,  who 
am  both  a  priest  and  an  old  manf 

"If  you  wereasiiood  a  priest  as  the  Pope,"  said 
the  boy,  '*  and  aa  old  as  the  hills  to  boot,  you  shall 
not  carry  away  Mary^s  book  without  her  leave.  I 
will  do  battle  lor  it." 

'*  But  see  you,  my  love,"  said  the  monk,  amused 
#ith  the  resolutf  (hendsbip  manifested  by  the  bo^, 

I  de  not  take  it ;  I  only  borrow  it ;  and  I  leave  m 
lis  place  my  own  gay  missal,  aa  a  pledge  I  will  bring 
it  back  again." 

Edward  opened  the  missal  with  eajger  curiosity, 
and  glanced  at  the  pictures  with  which  it  was  illus- 
mted.  ''  Saint  George  and  the  dragon— Halbert  will 
like  that;  and  Saint  Michael  brandishing  his  sword 
orertbe  head  of  the  Widied  One— and  that  will  do 
for  Halbert  too.  And  see  the  Saint  John  leading  his 
Umb  in  the  wilderness,  with  his  littlu  cross  made  of 
rceda,  and  his  scrip  and  stafi*— that  shall  be  my  favour- 
Ue;  aind  where  shall  we  find  one  forpoor  Marv7— here 
is  a  beautiful  woman  weeping  and  lamenting  herself." 

"  That  is  Saint  Marv  Ma^alen  repenting  of  her 
■ins,  my  dear  boy,"  said  the  Father. 

"  That  will  not  suit  our  Mary ;  for  she  commits  no 
faults,  and  is  never  angry  with  us,  but  when  we  do 
■ouiething  wrong." 

*'  Then,^'  said  the  Father,  "  I  will  show  you  a  Mary, 
who  will  protect  her  and  you,  and  all  eood  chiklren. 
See  how  fairly  she  is  represented,  with  her  gown  co- 
vered with  golden  stars." 

The  boy  was  lust  in  wonder  at  the  portrait  of  the 
Virgin,  which  the  Sub-Prior  turned  up  to  him, 

**  This,"  he  said,  "is  really  like  our  sweet  Mary; 
and  1  think  I  will  let  you  take  away  the  black  book, 
that  has  no  such  goodly  shows  in  it,  and  leave  this 
for  Mary  instead.  But  you  must  promise  to  bring 
bycek  the  book,  good  Father— for  now  I  think  upon 
it,  Mary  may  Uke  that  best  which  was  her  mothers." 

*^I  wUl  certainly  return,"  said  the  monk,  evading 
kit  answer,  "  and  perhaps  I  may  teach  you  to  write 
and  read  such  beautiful  letters  aa  you  see  there  writ- 
ten, and  to  paint  them  blue,  green,  and  yellow,  and 
to  blaxon  them  with  gold." 

**  Ay,  and  to  make  such  figures  aa  these  blessed 
SatDtSy  and  especially  these  two  Marys?"  said  the  boy. 

""  With  their  bleesmg,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "1  can 
teaoh  you  that  art  too,  so  far  as  1  am  myself  capable 
of  showing,  and  you  of  learning  it." 

**  Then /*  said  Edward.  "  will  1  paint  Mary's  pie- 
tnre— ana  remember  you  are  to  bring  back  the  black 
book ;  that  you  must  promise  me." 

The  Sob-Prior,  anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  boy*s 
MTtinacity,  and  to  set  forward  on  his  return  to  the 
convent,  Mritbout  having  any  farther  interview  with 
Christie  the  ^lloper,  answered  by  giving  the  promise 
Edward  required,  mounted  his  mule,  and  set  urth  on 
ius  return  homeward. 

The  November  day  was  well  spent  ere  the  Sub- 
Prior  resumed  his  journey  ;  for  tlie  diffieulty  of  the 
lond,  and  the  various  delays  which  he  had  met  with 
at  the  tower,  had  detained  him  longer  than  he  pro- 
oosed.  A  chill  ensierly  wind  was  sighing  among 
the  withered  lenvea,  ana  stripping  them  from  the  bold 
they  had  yet  retained  on  the  parent  trees. 

"  Even  80i**  said  the  monk,  "  our  prospects  in  this 
vale  of  lime  grow  more  disconsolate  as  the  stream  of 
years  posses  on.  Little  have  I  gsined  by  my  journey, 
saving  ilie  certainty  that  heresy  is  busy  among  us 
with  moi;e  than  }]i3  osual  activity,  and  that  the  spirit 
of  iDsuhlng  religions  titden^  and  plundering  the 
Ctrarrh's  property;  so  general  in  the  eastern  districts 
9i  Seotiandi  baa  «oiw  cone  ncMw  hwns.*' 
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The  tread  of  a  horse  which  came  dp  behind  him. 
interrupted  his  reverie,  and  he  soon  saw  ne  was 
mounted  by  the  same  wild  rider  whom  he  had  left 
at  the  tower.  , 

•'  Good  even,  mvson,  and  Itenedicite,"  said  the  Sub- 
Prior  as  he  passed ;  but  the  rude  soldier  scarce  ac- 
knowledged the  greeting  by  bending  his  head ;  and 
dashing  the  spurs  into  his  horse,  went  on  at  a  {>ace 
which  soon  left  the  monk  and  his  mule  far  behind. 
"  Aud  there,"  thought  the  Sub-Prior,  "  goes  another 
plague  of  the  times— a  fellow  whose  birth  designed 
him  to  cultivate  the  earth,  but  who  is  perverted,  by 
tlie  unhallowed  and  unchristian  divisions  of  the  coun- 
try, into  a  daring  dissolute  robber.  The  barons  of 
Scotland  are  now  turned  masterful  thieves  and  ruf- 
fians, oppressing  the  poor  by  violence,  and  wasting 
the  Church,  by  extorting  firee  quarters  from  abbeya 
and  priories,  without  eiih^  shame  or  reeson.— I  fear 
me  I  shall  be  too  late  to  counsel  the  Abbot  to  make  a 
stand  against  these  daring  «om«r»*— I  must  make 
baste."  He  struck  his  mule  with  his  ridmg-wand 
accordingly ;  but  instead  of  mending  her  pace,  tha 
animal  suddenly  started  from  the  path,  and  the  rider's 
utmost  efibrts  could  not  force  her  forward. 

"  Art  thou,  too,  infected  with  the  spirit  of  the 
timea?"  said  the  Sub-Prior ;  "  tbou  wen  wont  to  bs 
ready  and  serviceable,  and  art  now  as  restive  as  any 
wild  Jack-man  or  stubborn  heretic  of  them  all.". 
.  While  he  was  contending  with  the  startled  animal, 
a  voi  e  like  that  of  a  female,  %iianted  in  his  ear,  or  at 
kast  very  dose  to  it, 

"  Good  ev«ninir,  8ir  Priest,  aod  m  late  ai  ron  ride 
With  yo«r  mule  Mt  fnir,  and  your  mantte  lo  wide ; 
But  ride  you  through  valley,  or  %de  fou  o'«r  hill, 
Tliere  u  one  that  has  warrant  to  wait  on  you  atiil. 
Back, back. 
The  volume  black  t 
I  liare  a  warrant  to  carry  il  back.** 

The  Sub-Prior  looked  aroimd,  but  neither  bnsh  nor 
brake  was  near,  which  could  conceal  an  ambushed 
songstress.  "  May  our  Lady  have  mercy  on  me  1" 
he  nid ;  *'  I  trust  my  senses  have  not  foraaken  me— 
yet  how  my  thoughts  should  arrange  themselvea 
into  rhymes  which  I  despise^  and  music  which  I  cars 
not  for,  or  why  there  should  be  the  sound  of  a  female 
voice  in  ears,  to  which  its  melody  has  been  so  lone 
indifiersnt,  bafiles  my  comprehensioni  and  almost 
realizes  the  vision  ot  Philip  the  Sacnstsn.— Come, 
good  mule,  betake  thee  to  the  path,  and  let  as  henot 
while  our  judgment  serves  us."    « 

But  the  mule  stood  as  if  it  had  been  roeled  to  tha 
spot,  hacked  from  the  point  to  which  it  waa  pressed 
by  its  rider,  and  by  her  eafs  kid  dose  into  her  neck* 
and  her  eyes  alrooat  starting  from  their  ai>ckets,  tes- 
tified that  she  was  under  great  terror. 

While  the  Snb-Prior,  by  alternate  threats  and  sooth* 
ing,  endeavoured  to  reclaim  the  wayward  animal  to 
her  duty,  the  wild  musical  voice  waa  again  heard 
doae  beside  hhn. 

"  What  ho  t  8ub-Prk>r»  aod  tumfom  bat  heM 
To  eoujora  a  book  fh>m  a  dead  woman's  bierf 
Snin  yon,  ami  navo  you,  ba  wary  and  wiae. 
Ride  back  with  the  book,  or  yo«i11  pay  fbr  yoar  prize. 
Bnck,  bMOc, 

ThMv'i  death  i»  tha  track  I 
In  th»iMOM  of  ny  autater,  I  bid  thee  bear  bsek." 

**  In  the  name  of  asv  Master,'*  said  tha  astoniahst 
monk.  ''  that  name  before  which  all  things  createdl 
tremble,  I  conjure  thee  to  say  what  ihoa  art  thai 
hauntest  me  thaa  T 
The  same  voice  lepKed, 
**  That  which  it  neither  ill  nar  well, 
Tliat  which  bcloium  not  to  Heaven  nor  to  haR. 
A  wreath  of  the  iniat,  a  bubble  or  tlie  etrean. 
Twixt  a  wakinc  thought  and  a  cleepiof  droaoi  i 
A  form  that  men  tpj 
Vith  the  halfahut  eye. 
In  the  bmUM  of  the  aatUnc  un.  am  L^ 

**  This  is  more  than  simple  fantasy,*'  said  the  bub- 
Prior,  rouaing  himself ;  though,  notwithatanding  tba 

•  To  «0nie,  i»  Scotlaad,  is  to  asaet  n«e  qoartort  afaio«t  the 
will  of  the  Iwdlord.  U  it  declare  equivalent  to  Uiefl.  by  s 
•tatuto  pM»d  in  the  year  IMS.  Tlie  fivat  cMeflaiu*  oppraMM 
tiM  Moaa«teriea  very  tttieh  by  eaaAioaa  of  thia  natore.  The 
eoirnnuaity  of  Aberbrtflhwick  coiaptaiMd  of  an  Earl  of  Asgna 
I  think,  who  w««  in  the  regular  Hibit  of  visiting  them  ones 
ayeor,  with  a  train  of  a  thousand  horse,  and  abfdiAf  till  tM 
,  wliola  wwtar  pruviaiosaof  laa  uiaitst  W%ta  aihBuata4. 
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natoral  batviihood  of  his  temper,  the  senmble  pre- 
sence of  a  supernatural  being  so  near  him,  failed  not 
to  make  his  blood  run  cold  and  his  hair  bristle.  "  I 
change  thee,"  he  sait*  aloud,  "be  thine  errand  what 
it  will,  to  depart  and  troubfo  me  no  more!— False 
npirit,  thou  canst  not  appal  any  save  those  who  do 
the  work  negligently." 
The  voice  imraediately  answered: 

"  Vainly,  Sir  Prior,  wnuldat  thou  bar  m©  my  right  I 

Like  the  «tar  when  it  thoou,  I  can  dart  through  tb«  night  i 

]  can  dance  on  the  torrent  and  rido  on  the  air, 

And  travel  the  worid  with  the  bonny  nifhtmare. 

Again,  again, 

At  thu  crook  of  tho  elen,  . 
Where  bickera  tl»e  bumie,  IMl  meet  thee  again.'* 

The  road  was  now  apparently  left  open :  for  the 
mule  collected  herself,  ana  changed  from  her  posture 
of  terror  to  one  which  promisedadvance,  although  a 
«rofuse  perspiration,  and  general  trembling  of  the 
Joint^  indicated  the  bodily  terror  she  had  undergone. 

"  I  used  to  doubt  the  existence  of  Cabalists  and 
Rosiimicians/*  thought  the  Sub-Prior,  *'  but,  by  my 
Holy  Order,  I  know  no  longer  what  to  say !— My 
pulse  beats  temperately— my  Hand  is  cool— I  am  fast- 
inx  fVom  every  thing  but  sin,  and  possessed  of  my 
ormnnry  faculties— Either  some  fiend  is  permitted  to 
bewiMer  me,  or  the  tales  of  CorneUus  Agrippa,  Par- 
aceU  IS,  and  others  who  treat  of  occult  philosophy, 
•re  not  without  foundation.— At  the  crook  of  the 
f|le«1  I  could  have  desired  to  avoid  a  second  meet- 
ing, but  I  am  on  the  service  of  the  church,  and  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  me." 

He  moved  forward  accordingly,  but  with  precau- 
tion, and  not  without  fear;  for  ne  neither  knew  the 
manner  in  which,  or  the  place  where,  his  journey 
might  be  next  interrupted  by  hie  invisible  attendant. 
He  descended  the  glen  without  interruption  for  about 
«  mile  farther,  when,  just  at  the  spot  where  the  brook 
sipproached  the  steep  hill,  with  a  winding  so  abrupt 
as  to  leave  scarcely  room  for  a  horse  to  pass,  the 
mule  was  ajgain  visited  with  the  same  symptoms  of 
terror  which  had  before  interrupted  her  course.  Bel- 
ter acquainted  than  before  with  the  cause  of  her  rest- 
tveaess,  the  Priest  employed  no  effort  to  make  her 
proceed,  but  addressed  himself  to  the  object,  which 
he  doubted  not  was  (he  same  that  had  formerly  in- 
terrupted him,  in  the  words  of  solemn  exorcism  pre- 
scribed by  (he  fhurch  of  Rome  on  such  occasions. 

In  rc^ly  to  his  demand,  the  voice  again  sung  :— 

**  Men  of  good  are  bold  aa  lacklem,* 
Mmi  of  rade  an  wild  and  reekieM. 

Lie  thou  itill 

In  the  nook  of  tke  hilt. 
For  tlioM  be  before  Uiee  that  wbh  thsa  ill." 

Whils  the  Sub-Prior  listened,  with  his  head  turned 
in  the  direction  from  which  the  sounds  seemed  to 
come,  he  felt  as  if  something  rushed  against  him: 
and  ere  he  could  discover  the  cause,  he  was  pushed 
from  his  saddle  with  gentle  but  irresistible  force. 
Before  he  reached  the  ground  his  senses  were  gone, 
and  he  lay  long  in  a  state  of  insensibilitv ;  for  the 
sunset  had  not  ceased  to  gild  the  top  of  the  distant 
hill  when  he  fell— and  when  he  again  beenme  con- 
scious of  existence,  the  pale  moon  was  gleaming  on 
the  landscape.  He  awakened  in  a  state  of  terror, 
from  which,  for  a  few  minutes,  he  found  it  difficult 
tQ  shake  himself  free.  At  lengtli  lie  sate  up  on  the 
grass,  and  became  sensible,  oy  repeated  exertion, 
that  the  only  personal  injury  which  he  had  susiained 
was  the  numbness  orising  from  extreme  cold.  The 
motion  of  something  near  him  made  the  blood  again 
run  to  his  heart,  andTby  a  sudden  effort  he  started  up, 
and  looking  around  saw  to  his  relief  tha  the  noise 
was  occasioned  by  the  fbotst^  of  his  own  mule. 
The  peaceable  animal  had  remained  quietly  beside  her 
taaster  during  his  tranca.  browsing  on  the  grass 
wbi^h  grew  plentifully  in  that  sequestered  nook. 

With  some  exertion  ne  collected  himself,  remounted 
the  animal,  and  raeoitatihg  upon  his  wild  adventure, 
descended  the  glen  till  its  Junction  wiiH  the  broader 
valley  through  which  the  Tweed  winds.  The  draw- 
bridge was  readily  dropped  at  his  first  sm.imons ;  and 
Ml  much  had  he  won  upon  the  heart  of  the  churlish 


warden,  that  Peter  appeared  hunself  with  a  kntem  i» 
show  the  Sub-Prior  Itis  way  over  the  perilous  pass. 

"  By  my  sooth,  sir,"  he  said,  holding  the  light  up 
to  Father  Eustace's  face,  "  you  look  sorely  travelled 
and  deadly  pale— but  a  little  maiter  serves  to  weary 
out  you  (nen  of  the  cell.  I  now  who  speak  to  you— 
I  have  ndden— before  I  was  perched  up  here  on  ihi» 
pillar  betwixt  wind  and  water— it  may  be  thirty  Scots 
miles  before  I  broke  my  fast,  and  have  had  the  red  of 
a  bramble  rose  in  my  cheek  all  the  while— But  will 
you  taste  some  food,  or  a  cup  of  distilled  waters  7' 

"  I  may  not."  said  Father  Eustace,  **  being  und<^a 
vow ;  but  I  thank  you  for  your  kindness,  and  pray 
you  to  give  what  I  may  not  accept  to  the  next  poor 
pilgrim  who  comes  hither  pale  and  fainting  for  so  it 
shall  be  the  better  both  with  him  ^ere,  and^wiih  you 
hereafter." 

"  By  my  faitli,  and  I  will  do  so,"  said  Peter  Bridge- 
WardL  **even  for  thy  sake— It  is  strange  now,  how 
this  Sub-Prior  gets  round  one^s  heart  more  than  tha 
rest  of  these  cowled  gentry,  that  think  of  nothing  but 
quaffing  and  stuffing !— wife,  I  say— wife,  we  will 
give  a  cup  of  distilled  waters  and  a  crust  of  bresd 
unto  the  next  pilgrim  that  comes  over ;  and  re  may 
kcco  for  the  purpose  the  gninds  of  the  last  greySeanitt 
and  the  ill-bakol  bannock  which  the  baims  couldna 
eat."  ^ 

While  Peter  issued  tliese  charitable,  and,  at  the  sarov 
time,  prudent  injunctions,  the  Sub-Prior,  whose  mild 
interference  had  awaked  the  Bridge- Ward  to  such  an 
act  of  unwonted  generosity,  was  pacing  onward  to 
the  Monastery.  In  tho  way,  he  had  -to  commose 
with  and  subdue  his  own  rebellious  heart,  an  enemy, 
he  was  sensible,  more  formidable  than  any  which  the 
external  powers  of  Satan  could  place  in  his  way. 

Father  Eustace  had  indeed  strong  temptation  to 
sunpress  the  extraordinary  incident  which  had  be- 
fallen him,  which  he  was  the  more  reluctant  to  con- 
fess, because  he  had  passed  so  severe  a  judgment  upon 
Father  Philip,  who,  as  be  was  now  not  imwilling  u> 
allow,  had,  on  his  return  from  Glendearg,  enoous- 
tered  obstacles  somewhat  similar  to  his  own.  Of 
this  the  Sub-Prior  was  the  more  convinced,  wbeu, 
feeling  in  his  bosom  for  the  Book  which  be  had 
brought  off  from  the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  he  found 
it  was  amissing,  which  he  could  onljr  account  for 
by  supposing  it  nad  been  stolen  firom  him  during  his 
trance. 

"  If  I  confess  this  strange  visitation,"  thought  ths 
Sub-Prior,  "  I  become  the  ridicule  of  all  my  brethreo 
—I  wiiom  the  Primate  sent  hither  to  be  a  watch,  as 
it  were,  and  a  check  upon  their  follies.  I  eive  ths 
Abbot  an  advanuge  over  me  which  I  shall  never 
again  recover,  and  Heaven  only  knows  how  he  may 
abuse  it,  in  his  foolish  simplicity,  to  the  dishonour 
and  loss  of  Holy  Kirk.— But  then,  if  I  nuiks  not 
true  confession  of  mv  shame,  with  what  face  can  X 
again  presume  to  admonish  or  restrain  others '^~ 
Avow,  proud  heart,"  continued  b^  addressing  himsal^ 
"  that  the  weal  of  Holy  Church  interests  thee  less  in 
this  matter  than  thine  OMm  humiliation— Yes,  Hea- 
ven has  punished  thee  even  in  that  point  in  which 
thou  didst  deem  thyself  most  strong,  in  thy  spiritual 
pride  and  thy  carnal  wisdom.  Thoo  hast  laughed  at 
and  derided  the  inexperience  of  thy  brethrcoi— stoop 
thyself  in  turn  to  then-  derision— tell  what  they  may 
not  believe— affirm  that  which  they  will  ascribe  to 
idle  fear,  or  perhaps,  to  idle  falsehood— sustain  the 
disgrace  of  a  silly  visionary,  or  a  wiUul  deceiver. — Be 
it  so ;  1  will  do  my  duty,  and  make  ample  confession 
to  my  Superior.  If  the  discharge  of  this  duty  de- 
stroys my  usefuUiess  in  this  house,  God  and  our  Lady 
will  send  me  where  I  can  better  serve  them." 

There  was  no  litde  merit  in  tlie  resolution  thns 
piously  and  generously  formed  by  Father  Eststac*. 
To  men  of  any  rank  the  esteem  of  their  order  is 
naturally  most  dear :  but  in  the  monastic  establish- 
ment, cut  ofl*,  as  the  brethren  are,  from  other  obiects 
of  ambition,  as  well  as  from  all  exterior  friendship 
and  relationship,  the  place  which  they  hold  in  the 
opinion  of  each  other  is  all  in  all 

But  tlie  consciousness  how  much  he  should  ruoict 
the  Abbot  and  most  of  the  other  monks  of  Sain 
t  AaoldfaahiQ— dBMwlbraiiast<lniij»fctr<Miag^Wia> 
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Wary'i,  who  were  impatient  of  the  unauthorised,  yet 
irr&sietible  control,  which  he  was  wont  to  exercise  in 
the  affairs  of  the  convent,  by  a  confession  which 
would  put  him  in  a  ludicrous,  or  perhaps  even  in  a 
criminal  point  of  view,  could  not  weigh  with  Father 
Eustace  m  comparison  with  the  task  ^hich  his 
belief  enjoined. 

As,  strong  in  his  feelings  of  duty,  he  approached 
the  exterior  gate  of  the  Monastery,  ne  was  surprised 
to  see  torches  gleaming,  and  men  assembled  around 
It,  some  on  horseback,  some  on  fool,  while  several 
of  the  monks,  distinguished  "through  the  night  by 
their  white  scapularies,  were  making  themselves  busy 
among  the  crowd.  The  Sub-Prior  was  received  with 
a  unanimous  shout  of  Joy,  which  at  once  made  him 
sensible  that  he  had  himself  been  the  object  of  their 
anxiety. 

•*  There  he  is  I  there  he  is !  God  be  thanked— there 
he  is.  hale  and  fear !"  exclaimed  the  vassals;  while  the 
monks  exclaimed,  "Te  Deum  laudamus—ihe  blood 
of  thy  servants  is  precious  in  thy  sight !" 

"What  is  the  matter,  children?  what  is  the  mat- 
let*,  my  brethren?"  said  Father  Eustace,  dismount- 
ing at  the  gate. 

^*  Nay,  brother,  if  thou  know'st  not,  we  will  not 
tell  thee  till  thou  art  in  the  refectory,"  answered  the 
monks :  "  Suffice  it  that  the  Lord  Abbot  had  ordered 
these,  our  zealous  and  faithful  vassals,  instantly  to 
set  forth  to  guard  thee  from  imminent  peril— Ye  may 
ungirth  your  horses,  children,  and  dispniss;  and,  to- 
morrow, each  who  was  at  this  rendezvous  may  send 
to  the  convent  kitchen  for  a  quarter  of  a  yardofroast- 
beefj  and  a  black-jack  full  of  double  ale.  ♦ 

The  vassals  dispersed  with  joyful  acclamation,  and 
the  monks,  with  equal  jubilee,  conducted  the  Sub- 
Prior  into  the  refisctory. 


CHAPTER    X. 

Here  w^  «tand 

WowndleM  and  well,  nrnf  H«nr«n*ah{ff)iii8inebebIeM'd  fbr^i 
As  «rst,  en  treuon  couohM  aleooe  agtinal  lu.— Dbcksil 

No  sooner  was  the  Sub-Prior  hurried  into  the  re- 
fectory by  his  rejoicing  companions,  than  the  first 
Person  on  whom  he  fixed  his  eye  proved  to  be  Chris- 
tie of  the  Clinthill.  He  was  seated  in  the  chimney- 
corner,  fettered  and  guarded,  his  features  drawn  into 
that  air  of  sulk/  and  turbid  resolution  with  which 
those  hardened  m  guilt  are  accustomed  to  view  the 
approach  of  punishment.  But  as  the  Sub-Prior  drew 
near  to  him,  his  face  assumed  a  more  wild  and  star- 
tled expression,  while  he  exclaimed—*'  The  devil !  the 
devil  himself^  brings  the  dead  back  upon  the  living !" 

**  Nay,"  said  a  monk  to  him,  "  say  rather,  that  Our 
Lady  fous  the  attempts  of  the  wicked  on  her  faithful 
servants— our  dear  brother  lives  and  moves." 

"  Lives  and  maves !"  said  the  ruffian,  rising  and 
shuffling  towards  the  Sub-Prior  as  well  as  his  chains 
would  permit :  "  nay,  then  I  wiH  never  trust  ashen 
shaft  and  steel  point  more— It  is  even  so,"  he  added, 
as  he  gazed  on  the  Sub-Prior  with  astonishment ; 
**  neither  wem  nor  wound— not  as  much  as  a  rent  in 
Hs  frock!" 

"  And  whence  should  my  wound  hfive  come?"  sakl 
Rather  Eustace. 

"  From  the  good  lance  that  never  failed  me  be- 
fdTtt,"  replied  Christie  of  the  Clinthill. 

•'Heaven  absolve  thee  for  thy  purpose  I**'  said  the 
Snb-Prior :  '*  wouldst  thou  have  slain  a  servant  of 
the  altar  1** 

**To  choose!"  answered  Christie:  "the  Fifemen 
«y,  an  the  whole  pack  of  je  were  slain,  there  were 
more  lost  at  Flodden." 

•'Villain !  art  thou  heretic  as  well  as  murderer  T* 

••  Not  L  by  Saint  Giles,"  replied  the  rider;  •*!  lis- 
t^ed  blithely  enough  to  the  Laird  of  Monance,  when 
he  told  ma  ye  were  all  cheats  and  knaves  $  but  when 
lie  would  have  had  n\e  go  hear  one  Wiseheart,  a  goS' 
peller,  «fl  they  <»U  him,  he  might  as  well  hava  per- 

•  It  WM  OM  of  the  ftw  feminieeeneee  of  Old  Parr,  or  ttenry 
vent  Id  f|»«  eeteraa'a 
'  ^  M«*lutj(PP,  lutd  to 


Jeakine,  I  fbraat  wWeii,  that,  a(  aome  oo««ea 
neifUboorhood,  the  ^onumiptty,  ^jott^m  rhe  <*.i 
4U>qat foait'Baaf  br t*<  'MWiaW  »f  ^at i» 


tvdar^ 


suaded  the  wild  colt  that  had  ffnng  one  rider,  to  knoel 
down  and  help  another  into  the  saddle." 

••  There  is  some  goodness  about  him  yet,"  said  the 
Sacristan  to  the  Abbot,  who  at  that  moment  entered 
— •*  He  refused  to  hear  a  heretic  preacher." 

"  The  better  for  him  in  the  next  world."  answered 
the  Abbot.  '*  Prepare  for  death,  my  son— we  deUver 
thee  over  to  the  secular  arm  of  our  bailie,  for  execu- 
tion on  the  Gallow-hill  by  peep  of  light." 

•Amen!"  said  the  ruffian;  ••'tis  the  end  I  must 
have  come  by  sooner  or  later— and  what  care  I  whe- 
ther 1  feed  the  crows  at  Saint  Mary's  or  at  Carlisle?". 

*  Let  me  implore  your  reverend  oaiience  for  an  in- 
stant," said  the  Sub-Prior;  "until  I  shall  inquire" 

"Whatl"  exclaimed  the  Abbot,  observing  him  for 
the  first  lime—  *'  Our  dear  brother  restored  to  us  whea 
his  life  was  unhoped  for !— nay,  kneel  not  to  a  sinner 
like  me— stand  up— thou  hast  my  blessing.  When 
this  villain  came  to  the  gate,  accused  by  his  own  evil 
conscience,  and  crying  out  he  bad  murdered  thee,  I 
thought  that  the  pillar  of  our  main  aisle  had  falleD— 
no  more  shall  a  H£b  so  precious  be  exposed  to  such 
risks,  as  occur  in  this  Border  country;  no  longer 
shall  one  beloved  and  rescued  of  Heaven  bold  so  low 
a  station  in  the  church  as  that  of  a  poor  Sub-Prior 
—I  will  write  bv  express  to  the  Primate  for  thy  speedy 
removal  and  advancement." 

**Nay,  but  let  me  understand,"  said  the  Sub-Prior; 
••did  the  soldier  say  that  he  had  slain  me?" 

"  That  he  had  transfixed  you,"  answered  the  Abbot, 
••infiill  career  with  his  lance— but  it  seems  he  had 
taken  an  indiflR^rcnt  aim.  But  no  sooner  didst  thou 
fall  to  the  ground  mortally  gored,  as  he  deemed,  with 
his  weapon,  than  our  blessed  Patroness  appeared  to 
him,  as  ne  averred" 

"  I  averred  no  such  thing,"  said  th6  prisoner ;  **  I 
said  a  woman  in  white  interrupted  me,  as  I  was 
about  to  examine  the  priest's  cassock,, for  they  are 
usually  well  lined— she  had  a  bulrush  in  her  hand, 
with  one  touch  of  which  she  struck  me  from  my' 
horsoi  as  I  rnight  strike  down  a  child  of  (bur  years 
old  with  an  iron  mace— and  then,  like  a  singing  fiend 
as  she  was,  she  sung  to  roe, 

'  Thank  the  holljr-baah 

That  Doda  on  thy  brow ; 
Or  with  thia  slender  ruah 

1  had  atrangled  thee  now.* 

I  gathered  myself  up  with  fear  and  diflSculty,  threw 
myself  on  my  horse,  and  came  hither  like  a  fool  to 
get  myself  hanged  for  a  rogue," 

"Thou  seest,  honoured  brother,"  said  the  Abbot  to 
^e  Sub- Prior,  ••in  what  favour  thou  art  with  our 
blessed  Patroness,  that  she  herself  becomes  the  guar- 
dian of  thy  paths— Not  since  the  days  of  our  blessed 
founder  hath  she  shown  such  grace  to  any  one.  All 
unworthy  were  we  to  hold  q)iritual  superiority  over 
thee,  and  we  pray  thee  to  prtpare  for  thy  spi^y  re- 
moval to  Aberbroihwick." 

"Alas!  my  lord  and  father,"  said  the  Sub-Prion 
*'  your  words  pierce  my  very  soul  Under  the  seal  oi 
confession  will  I  presently  tell  thee  why  I  conceive 
myself  rather  the  baffled  sport  of  a  epint  of  another, 
sort,  than  the  protected  favourite  of  the  heavenly  pow- 
ers. But  first  let  me  ask  tfa is  unhappy  man  a  question 
or  two." 

'•  Do  as  ye  list,**  replied  the  Abbot—"  but  yoti  shall 
not  convince  me  that  ft  is  fittingyou  remain  in  this 
inferior  office  in  the  convent  ofSaint  Mary." 

*•  I  would  ask  of  this  poor  man,"  said  Father  jEus- 
tsce,  *•  for  what  purpose  he  nourished  the  thought  of 
putting  to  death  one  who  never  did  him  evil  7" 

•'  Ay !  but  thou  didst  menace  me  with  evil,"  said 
the  ruffian,  **  and  no  one  but  a  fool  is  menaced  twice. 
Dost  thou  not  remember  what  you  said  touching  the 
Primate  and  Lord  James,  and  the  black  pool  orJed- 
wood  t  Didst  thou  think  me  fool  enough  to  wait  till 
thou  hadst  betrayed  me  to  the  sack  and  the  forltl 
There  were  small  wisdom  in  that,  methinks— as  little 
as  in  coming  l^ither  to  tell  my  own  misdeeds— I  think 
the  devil  was  in  me  when  I  took  this  road— I  might 
have  remembered  the  proverb,  *  Never  Friar  fbrgoi 
fend.*"  . 

••And  it  was  solely  for  ftat— fbr  that  only  hasty 
word  of  mine^  nttered  in  a  moment  of  impat^cnoe. 
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and  forgotten  ere  it  was  well  eponen  V  said  Father 
Eustace. 

"  Ay !  for  that,  and— for  the  love  of  thy  gold  cruci- 
fi;c/'  said  Christie  of  the  Clinthill. 

'*  Gracious  Heaven !  and  could  the  yellow  metal— 
the  Kiittorinj?  earth— so  far  overcome  evcr>'  sense  of 
what  is  thereby  represented?- Father  Abbot,  I  pray, 
as  a  drar  boon,  you  will  deliver  this  guilty  person  to 
my  m(?rcy." 

**  Nuy.  brother,"  interposed  the  Sacristan,  "  to  your 
doom  il  you  will,  not  to  your  mercy— Remember, 
wc  are  not  all  equally  favoured  by  our  blessed  Lady, 
nor  is  it  likely  that  cverj'  frock  m  the  Convent  will 
scn'e  as  a  coat  of  proof  when  a  lance  is  couched 
axainst  it/' 

^*For  that  very  reason,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "I 
would  not  that  for  my  worthless  self  the  community 
were  to  fall  at  feud  with  Julian  of  Avcnel,  this  man's 
master." 

"Our  Lady  forbid!*'  said  the  Sacristan;  "he  is  a 
second  Julian  the  apostate." 

*^With  our  reverend  father  the  Abbot's  permis- 
sion, then,"  said  Father  Eustace,  "I  desire  this  man 
may  be  freed  from  his  chains,  and  suffered  to  depart 
uninjured;— and  here,  friend,'^  he  added,  giving  him 
tiie  golden  crucifix,  is  the  image  for  which  thou 
wert  willing  to  stain  thy  hands  with  murder.  View 
it  well,  and  may  it  inspire  thee  with  other  and  better 
thoughts  than  those  which  referred  to  it  as  a  piece 
of  bullion.  Part  with  it,  nevertheless,  if  thy  neces- 
sities require,  and  get  thee  one  of  such  coarse  sub- 
tit  ance  that  Mammon  shall  have  no  share  in  any  of 
the  reflections  to  which  it  gives  rise.  It  was  the  be- 
iiuost  of  a  dear  friend  to  me ;  but  dearer  service  can 
it  never  do  than  that  of  winning  a  soul  to  Heaven." 

The  Borderer,  now  freed  from  his  chains,  stood 
gHzing  ultemately  on  the  Sub-Prior,  and  on  the  gold- 
•m  crucifix.  "  By  Saint  Giles,"  said  be,  "  I  under- 
stand ye  nat !— An  ye  give  me  gold  for  couching  my 
lance  at  thee,  what  would  you  give  me  to  level  it  at 
a  h»'retic  ?" 

•*  The  Church,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  will  try  the 
efl>ct  of  hrr  spiritual  censures  to  bring  these  ptray 
t^li'-i-p  into  the  folil,  ere  she  employ  the  edge  of  the 
sword  of  Saint  Peter." 

"Ay,  but."  said  the  nifiSanj  "they  say  the  Primate 
reooinmends  a  little  stranglmg  and  burning  in  aid 
both  of  censure  and  of  sword.  But  fare  ye  well!  I 
owe  you  a  life,  and  it  may  be  I  will  not  forget  my 
dcbt.^' 

The  bailie  now  came  bustling  in,  dressed  in  his 
blue  coat  and  bandaliers,  and  attended  by  two  or 
three  halberdiers.  "I  have  been  a  thought  too  late 
in  waiting  upon  your  reverend  lordship.  I  am  grown 
Homewhat  fatter  since  the  field  of  Pinkie,  and  my 
leathern  coat  slips  not  on  so  soon  as  it  was  wont: 
hilt  the  dungeon  is  ready,  and  though,  as  I  said,  I 
have  been  sr^mewhat  late  

Hire  his  intended  prisoner  walked  gravely  up  to 
the  officer's  nose,  to  his  great  amazement. 

"You  have  been  indeed  somewhat  late,  bailie," 
said  he,  "  and  I  am  greatly  obligated  to  your  buff-coat, 
<ind  to  the  time  you  took  to  put  it  on.  If  the  secular 
urni  had  arrived  some  quarter  of  an  hour  sooner,  I 
had  been  out  of  the  reacn  of  spiritual  grace;  but  as 
it  is,  I  wish  you  good  even,  and  a  safe  riddance  out 
of  your  garment  of  durance,  in  which  you  have  much 
the  air  of  a  hog  in  armour." 

Wroth  was  the  bailie  with  this  comparison,  and 
exclaimed  in  ire— "An  it  were  not  for  the  presence 
of  the  venerable  Lord  Abbot,  thou  knave" 

"  Nay,  an  thou  wouldst  try  conclusions,"  said 
HhriMieof  the  Clinthill,  ''I  wdl  meet  thoc  at  day- 
break by  Saint  Mary's  well." 

"Hardened  wretch!"  said  Father  Eustace,  "art 
thou  but  this  instant  delivered  from  death,  and  dost 
ihou  sd  soon  morm  thoughts  of  slaughter  7 

"  I  will  meet  with  thoe  ere  it  be  long,  thou  knavci" 
^ai'i  the  bailie,  "and  teach  thee  thine  Oremus." 

"  I  will  mf-i't  thy  cattle  in  a  moonlight  night  beforo 
lint  day."  said  he  of  the  Clinthill. 

••I  will  have  thee  by  the  neck  one  mistv morning, 
than  t/iTons  thieC  "  answered  the  secular  omcer  of  the 
chttrch. 


"  Tliou  art  thyself  as  strong  a  thief  as  ever  rode," 
retorted  Christie ;  "  and  if  the  worms  were  once  feast- 
ing on  that  fat  carcass  of  thine,  1  mi^ht  well  hops 
to  nave  thine  oilice,  by  favour  of  these  reverend  men." 

"A  cast  of  their  office,  and  a  cast  of  miiie."  ao- 
swered  the  bailie;  "a  cord  and  a  confessor,  that  ii 
all  thou  wilt  have  from  iis." 

"  Sirs,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  obserN'ing  that  his  bre- 
thren began  to  make  more  interest  than  was  exactly 
decorous  in  this  wrangling  betwixt  justice  anl  mi- 
quity,  *'  I  pray  you  both  to  depart— Maalt-r  bi..;e, 
retire  with  vour  halberdiers,  and  trouble  not  tlie  mas 
whom  we  have  dismissed.— And  thou,  Chrisu^  or 
whatever  be  thy  name,  take  thy  departure,  and  re- 
member thou  owest  thy  life  to  the  Loni  Abbofi 
I  clemency." 

"Nay,  as  to  that,"  answered  Christie,  "Ijudgl 
I  that  I  owe  it  to  your  own ;  but  impute  it  to  whom  n 
list,  I  owe  a  lite  among  ye,  and  there  is  an  tai* 
And,  whistling  as  ho  went,  he  left  the  anartmeoL 
seeming  as  if  he  held  the  life  which  he  had  furfeitei 
not  worth  farther  thanks. 

"Obstinate  even  to  brutality!"  said  Father  Ei- 
stacc;  "and  yet,  who  knows  but  some  better  ore  nuy 
lie  under  so  rude  an  exterior?" 

"  Save  a  thief  from  the  gallows,"  said  the  Sacrip 
tan—"  you  know  the  rest  of  the  proverb ;  and  admit- 
ting, as  may  Heaven  grant,  that  our  lives  and  limbi 
are  safe  from  this  outrageous  knave,  who  shall  cs- 
sure  our  meal  and  our  malt,  our  herds  and  our  flucksr 

"  Marry,  that  will  I,  my  brethren,"  said  an  ai^d 
monk.  ^  Ah,  brethren,  you  'ittle  know  what  may  bi 
made  of  a  repr;ntant  robber.  In  Abbot  Ingilram'i 
davs— ay,  and  I  remember  them  as  it  were  yesicniay 
—the  freebooters  were  the  best  welcome  men  that 
came  to  Saint  Mary's.  Ay,  they  paid  tithe  of  t\ctf 
drove  tliat  they  brought  over  from  the  Sou:h;  aod 
because  they  won*  somethine;  lightly  ci^me  by,  I  iiave 
known  them  make  the  lithe  a  seventh— thai  :s,  if 
their  confessor  know  his  business— -\y,  when  w.*  mw 
from  the  tower  a  score  of  fat  bullock:",  or  a  drove  of 
sheep,  coming  down  the  valley,  witli  two  or  titree 
ploui  m»?n-at-arms  bffhind  them,  with  their  Bliiierin? 
steel  caps,  and  their  black-jarks,  and  their  l.in^ 
lances,  the  good  Lord  Abbot  ingilram  was  wont  to 
say — he  was  a  merrv  man— There  come  the  tiiheioi 
the  spoilers  of  the  figxiitians !  Ay,  ami  I  have  srfii 
the  famous  John  the  Armstrang,— a  fair  man  he  wai 
and  a  goodly,  the  more  pity  tnat  hemp  was  evei 
heckled  for  him— I  have  seen  him  come  into  the 
Abbey  Church  with  nine  tassals  of  ^Id  in  his  boDoei, 
and  every  tassal  made  of  nine  English  Doblea,  aod  hi 
would  go  from  chapel  to  chaprl,  and  fmrn  imsjO!  to 
image,  and  from  altar  to  altar,  on  his  kneeA— and 
leave  here  a  tassel^  and  there  a  noble,  till  there  wai 
,  as  little  gold  on  his  bonnet  as  on  my  hood— yoD  will 
find  no  such  Border  thieves  now !" 

"  No,  truly.  Brother  Nicolas,"  answered  the  Abbot: 
"  they  are  more  apt  to  take  any  gold  the  Churcli  hai 
left,  than  to  btoueath  or  bestow  any— and  for  catnt, 
beshrew  me  if  1  think  they  care  whether  bocve*  haw 
fed  on  the  meadows  of  Lanercost  Abbey  or  of  Saint 
Mary's !" 

"  There  is  no  good  thing  left  in  them,"  said  Fathtf 
Nicolas;  "they  are  clean  naught— .\h,  the  thieitf 
that  I  have  seen  !— such  proper  men  !  and  as  piiifol 
us  proper,  and  as  pious  as  pitiful !" 

*'  It  skills  not  talking  of  It,  Brother  Nicolas,"  sul 
the  Abbot ;  "  and  I  will  now  dismiss  you,  my  br^ 
thren,  holding  your  meeting  upon  this  our  inqiiintios 
concerning  the  danger  of  our  reverend  SoVPnoc 
instead  of  the  attendance  on  the  lauds  this  ereninir' 
Yet  let  the  bells  be  duly  rung  for  the  edification  of  the 
laymen  without,  and  also  that  the  novicps  niayciii 
du"?  revcrcnco.— And  now,  benedicite,  brethren !  ™ 
cellarer  will  bestow  on  each  a  graoe-cup  and  a  Dior- 
scl  as  ye  pass  the  buttery,  for  yo  have  been  turmoilM 
and  anxious,  and  dangerous  it  is  to  fail  asloq>  ia  such 
case  with  empty  stomach." 

*G ratios  afimu$  quam  ntasimtu^  Oomins  r«r«- 
rendiss'ime  .'"  replica  the  brethren,  departing  in  liwif 
due  order. 

But  the  Sub-Prior  remained  behind,  and  fallinnot 
\  VAftVuMA^om  tha  Abbot,  as  iia  wu  about  to  wita- 
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draw,  craYcd  him  to  hear  under  the  seal  of  confession 
the  adventures  of  the  day.  The  reverend  Lord  Abbot 
yawned,  and  would  have  alleged  fatigue:  but  to 
Father  Eustace,  of  all  men,  he  was  ashamed  to  show 
indifTerence  in  his  religious  duties.  The  confession, 
therefore,  proceeded^  in  which  Father  Eustace  told  all 
the  extraordinary  circumstances  which  had  befallen 
him  during  the  journey.  And  being  questioned  by  the 
Abbot,  whother  he  was  not  conscious  of  any  secret 
Btn  through  which  he  might  have  been  subjected  for  a 
lime  to  the  delusions  of  evil  spirits,  the  Sub-Prior 
admitted  with  frank  avowal,  that  ne  thought  he 
might  havedest?rved  such  penance  for  having  judged 
with  unfraternal  rigour  of  the  report  of  father  Philip 
the  Sacristan. 

"Heaven,"  said  the  penitent,  "may  have  been 
willing  to  convince  me,  not  only  that  he  can  at  plea- 
sure open  a  communication  betwixt  us  and  beings  of 
a  different,  and,  as  we  word  it,  supernatural  class,  but 
abo  to  punish  our  pride  of  superior  wisdom,  or  supe- 
rior courage,  or  superior  learning." 

It  is  well  said  that  virtue  is  its  own  reward ;  and 
I  question  if  duty  was  ever  more  completely  recom- 
pensed, than  by  the  audience  which  the  reverend  Ab- 
bot so  unwillingly  yielded  to  the  confession  of  the 
Sub-Prior.  To  find  the  object,  of  his  fear  shall  we 
say,  or  of  his  envv,  or  of  both,  accusing  himself  of 
tne  very  error  with  which  he  had  so  tacitly  charged 
him,  was  at  once  a  corroboration  of  the  Abbot's 
iudgment,  a  soothing  of  his  pride,  and  an  allaying  of 
his.  fears.  The  sense  of  trismph,  however,  rather  in- 
creased than  diminished  his  namral  gooa-humeur : 
and  so  far  was  Abbot  Boniface  from  being  disposed 
to  tyrannize  over  his  Sub-Prior  in  consequence  of  this 
discovery,  that  in  his  exhortation  he  hovered  some- 
what ludicrously  betwixt  the  natural  expression  of 
his  own  sratified  vanity,  and  his  timid  reluctance  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  Father  Eustace. 

"  My  brother,"  said  he^  ex  cathedra,  "  it  cannot 
have  escaped  your  judicious  observation  that  we 
have  often  declined  our  own  judgment  in  favour  of 
your  opinion,  even  about  those  matters  which  most 
nearly  concerned  the  community.  Nevertheless, 
grieved  would  we  be,  could  you  think  that  we  did 
this  either  because  we  deemed  our  own  opinion  less 
pregnant,  or  our  wit  more  shallow,  than  that  of  our 
other  brethren.  For  it  was  done  exclusively  to  give 
our  younger  brethren,  such  as  your  much-esteemed 
self,  my  dearest  brother,  that  courage  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  a  free  deliverance  of  jour  opinion— we  oft- 
times  setting  apart  our  proper  judgment,  that  our  in- 
feriors, and  especially  our  dear  brother  the  Sub-Prior, 
may  be  comforted  and  encouraged  in  proposing  va- 
liantly his  own  thoughts.  Which  our  deference  and 
humility  may,  in  some  sort,  have  produced  in  your 
mind,  most  reverend  brother,  that  self-opinion  of 
parts  and  knowledge,  which  hath  led  unfortunately 
to  your  over  estimating  your  own  faculties,  and  there- 
by subjecting  yourselL  as  is  but  too  visible,  ts  the 
japes  and  mockeries  of  evil  spirits.  For  it  is  assured 
that  Heaven  always  holdeth  us  in  the  least  esteem 
when  we  deem  of  ourselves  most  highly;  and  also, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  maybe  that  we  nave  somewhat 
departed  from  what  became  our  high  seat  in  this  Ab- 
bey, in  suffering  ourselves  to  be  too  much  guided^  and 
even,  as  it  were,  controlled,  by  the  voice  of  our  infe- 
rior. WherefortB,"  cohtinoed  the  Lord  Abbot,  "in 
both  of  us  such  faults  shall  and  must  be  amended— 
you  hereafter  presuming  less  upon  your  gifts  and  car- 
nal wisdom,  and  I  taking  heed  not  so  easily  to  relin- 
qnish  mine  own  opinion  for  that  of  one  lower  in 
place  and  in  office.  Nevertheless,  we  would  not  that 
we  should  thereby  lose  the  high  advantage  which  we 
have  derived,  and  may  yet  derive,  from  your  wise 
counsel,  which  hath  been  so  often  recommended  to 
08  by  onr  most  Reverend  Primate.  Wherefore,  on 
affairs  of  high  moment,  we  will  call  you  to  our  pre- 
lOQce  in  private,  and  listen  to  your  opinion,  which,  if 
it  ahall  agree  with  our  own,  we  will  deliver  to  the 
Chapter,  as  emanating  direcUy  from  ourselves ;  thus 
spanni^  you,  dearest  orother,  that  seeming  victory 
which  is  so  apt  to  engender  spiritual  pride,  and  avoid- 
ing ourselves  the  temptation  of  falling  into  that  mo- 
dest facilitv  of  opinion,  whereby  our  oflke  is  lessened 


and  our  person  ^were  that  of  conaeqnence)  rcndeiea 
less  important  m  the  eyed  of  the  commuxuty  over 
which  we  preside." 

Notwithstanding  the  high  noti  jnb  which,  as  a  rigid 
Catholic,  Father  Eustace  entertained  of  the  sacra- 
ment of  confession,  as  his  church  calls  it,  there  was 
some  danger  that  a  sense  of  the  ridiculous  might 
have  stolen  on  him  when  he  heard  his  superior,  with 
such  simple  cunning  lay,  out  a  little  plan  for  availing 
himself  of  the  Sub-Prior's  wisdom  and  experience, 
while  he  should  take  the  whole  credit  to  himself. 
Yet  his  conscience  immediately  told  him  that  he 
was  right  f 

"I  should^ have  thought  more,"  he  reflected,  " of  the 
spiritual  Superior,  and  less  of  the  individual.  I 
should  have  spreiid  my  mantle  over  the  frailties  of 
my  spiritual  father,  ana  done  what  I  might  to  sup- 
port nis  character,  and,  of  course,  to  extend  his  utiu- 
tv  among  the  brethren,  as  well  as  with  odiers.  The 
Abbot  cannot  be  bumbled,  but  what  the  community 
must  be  humbled  in  his  person.  Her  boast  is,  that 
over  all  her  children,  especially  over  those  called  to 
places  of  distinction,  she  can  diffuse  those  gifts  which 
are  necessary  to  render  them  illustrious." 

Actuated  by  these  sentiments.  Father  Eustace 
frankly  assented  to  the  charg;e  which  his  Superior, 
even  in  that  moment  of  authority,  had  rather  intimat- 
ed than  made,  and  signified  his  numble  acquiescence 
in  any  mode  of  communicating  his  coun^sel  which 
might  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Lord  Abbot,  and 
might  best  remove  from  himself  all  temptation  to 
glory  in  his  own  wisdom.  He  then  prayed  the  re- 
verend Father  to  assi^  him  such  penance  as  might 
best  suit  his  offence,  intimating,  at  the  same  timc\ 
that  he  had  already  fasted  the  whole  day. 

"  And  it  is  that  I  coinplain  of;"  answered  the  Ab- 
bot, instead  of  giving  him  credit  for  his  abstinence; 
"  it  is  these  very  penances,  fasts,  and  vigils,  of  which 
we  complain;  as  tending  only  to  generate  air  and 
fumes  of  vanity,  which,  ascending  from  the  stomach 
into  the  head,  do  but  puff  us  up  with  vain-glory  and 
self-opinion.  It  is  meet  and  beseeming  that  novices 
should  undergo  fasts  and  vigils;  for  some  part  of 
ev.  r/ 1  .immrmity  mnsT  frs3t,  and  young  stomacns  may 
bee!  LMcl.sr?  :l.  Et^-!  h,  in  them  it  abates  wicked 
thuughl*',  and  the  d^  ^ir  ■  of  worldly  delights.  But, 
revertrnd  broThiT^  f^ir  i!i  -e  to  fast  who  are  dead  and 
mortififtl  (0  ilu*  world,  a*i  I  and  thou,  is  work  of  su- 
pepEart^E^uuofi,  and  ia  but  tire  matter  oi  spiritual  pride. 
Wherefore,  I  (>njrtin  ihco,  most  reverend  brother,  go 
to  ihti  buttery,  artii  (klm  two  cuds  at  least  of  good 
win  p.  r;\)ini5  withnl  a  ri:imfortable  morsel,  such  as 
mny  bt  sf  pint  iTiy  tn?ire  and  stomach.  And  m  respect 
thnt  ihm!  opinion  of  thy  nwn  wisdom  hath  at  times 
mnfie  (hee  Ipps  conr:>nn;ible  to,  and  companionable 
with,  the  Weaker  and  less  learned  brethren,  I  enjoin 
thee,  during  the  said  repast,  to  choose  for  thy  com- 
panion our  reverend  brother  Nicolas,  and,  without 
interruption  or  impatience,  to  listen  for  a  stricken 
hour  to  his  narration,  concerning  those  things  which 
befell  in  the  times  of  our  venerable  predecessor,  Abbot 
Ingilram,  on  whose  soul  may  Heaven  have  meroy! 
And  for  such  holy  exercises  as  may  farther  advantage 
your  soul,  and  expiate  the  faults  whereof  you  have 
contritely  and  humbly  avowed  yourself  guilty,  we  will 
ponder  upon  that  matter,  and  announce  our  will  imto 
you  the  next  morning." 

It  was  remarkable,  that  after  this  memorable  even- 
ing, the  feelings  of  the  worthy  Abbot  towards  his  ad- 
viser were  much  more  kindly  and  friendly  than  when 
he  deemed  the  Sub-Prior  the  impeccable  and  infalli- 
ble person,  in  whose  garment  or  virtue  and  wisdom 
no  flaw  was  to  be  discerned.  It  seemed  as  if  this 
avowal  of  his  ovm  imperfections  had  recommsndcd 
Father  Eustace  to  the  friendship  of  the  Superior,  al- 
though at  the  same  time  this  increase  of  benevolence 
was  attended  with  some  circumstances,  which,  to  a 
man  of  the  Sub-Prior's  natural  elevation  of  mind  and 
temper,  were  more  grievous  than  even  undergoing  the 
legends  of  the  dull  and  verbose  Father  Nicolas.  For 
instance,  the  Abbot  seldom  mentioned^  him  to  the 
other  monks,  without  designing  him  our  beloved  Bro 
ther  Eustace,  poor  man !— and  now  and  then  he  used 
to  warn  the  younger  brethren  against  the  tDueii  of 
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vaingloiy  and  q>ijritu&l  pnde,  which  Satan  seta  for 
the  more  rigidly  rtKhteous ;  with  such  looka  and  de- 
monstrations as  did  all  but  expressly  designate  the 
Sub-Prior  as  one  who  had  fallen  at  one  time  under 
soch  delusions.  Upon  these  occasions,  it  required  all 
the  votive  obedience  of  a  monk,  all  the  philosophical 
discipline  of  the  schools,  and  all  the  patience  of  a 
Christian,  to  enable  Father  Eustace  to  endure  the 
pompous  and  patronising  parade  of  his  honest,  but 
somewhat  thickheaded  Superior.  He  began  himself 
to  be  desirous  of  leaving  tne  Monastery,  or  at  least 
ne  manifestly  declined  to  interfere  with  its  affairs,  in 
that  marked  and  authoritative  manner,  which  he  bad 
at  first  practised.  * 


CHAPTER   XI. 

Yoa  call  thia  •ducation,  do  yov  not) 
W\\y,  'til  tho  forced  march  of  a  herd  of  ballocka 
Before  a  ihoutin^  drover.    The  flad  van 
Move  on  at  eaae.  and  pause  a  while  to  anateh 
A  paaainf  monei  fk'om  the  dewr  sreonaward ; 
While  all  the  blow*,  the  oatha,  the  indication, 
Fall  on  the  croupe  of  the  ill-fated  laniard 
That  eripplea  in  the  rear.— OM  Ptaf. 

Two  or  three  years  gUded  on,  during  which  the 
storm  of  the  approaching  alteration  in  church  govern- 
ment became  each  day  louder  and  more  perilous. 
Owing  to  the  circumsunces  which  we  have  intima- 
ted in  the  end  of  the  last  chanter,  the  Sub-Prior  Eus- 
tace appeared  to  have  altered  considerably  his  habits 
of  life.  He  afforded,  on  all  extraordinary  occasions, 
to  the  Abbot,  whether  privately,  or  in  the  assembled 
Chapter,  the  support  of  his  wisdom  and  experience ; 
but  in  his  ordinary  habits  he  seemed  now  to  live  more 
for  himself,  and  less  for  the  community,  than  had 
been  his  former  practice. 

He  often  absented  himself  for  whole  days  from  the 
convent;  and  as  the  adventure  of  Glendearg  dwelt 
deeply  on  his  memory,  he  was  repeatedly  induced  to 
visit  that  lonely  tower,  and  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
.  orphans  who  had  their  shelter  under  its  roof.  Besides, 
ne  felt  a  deep  anxiety  to  know  whether  the  volume 
which  he  had  lost,  when  so  strangely  preserved  from 
tiie  lance  of  the  murderer,  had  again  found  its  way 
oack  to  the  Tower  of  Glendearg.  ^'  It  was  strange." 
he  thought,  "  that  a  spirit,"  lor  such  he  could  not  help 
judging  the  being  whose  voice  he  had  heard,  "  should, 
on  the  one  side,  seek  the  advancement  of  heresy,  and, 
on  the  other,  mterpoae  to  save  the  life  of  a  zealous 
Catholic  priest." 

But  from  no  inquiry  which  he  made  of  the  various 
inhabitants  of  the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  could  he  learn 
that  the  copy  of  the  translated  Scriptures,  for  which 
he  made  sucn  diligent  inquiry,  had  again  been  seen 
by  any  of  them. 

In  the  mean  while  the  good  father's  occasional 
visits  were  of  no  small  consequence  to  Edward  Glen- 
dinning  and  to  Mary  Avenel.  The  former  displayed 
a  power  of  apprehending  and  retaining  whatever  was 
taught  him,  which  fill^  Father  Eustace  with  admi- 
ration. He  was  at  once  acute  and  industrious,  alert 
and  accurate;  one  of  those  rare  combinations  of  ta- 
lent and  industiy,  which  are  seldom  united. 

It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  Father  Eustace  that 
the  excellent  qualities  thus  early  displayed  by  Edward 
should  be  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  church,  to 
which  he  thought  the  youth's  own  consent  might  be 
easily  obtained,  as  he  was  of  a  calm,  contemplative, 
retired  habit,  and  seemed  to  consider  knowledge  as 
the  principal  object,  and  its  enlargement  as  the  great- 
est pleasure,  in  life.  As  to  the  mother,  the  Sub-Prior 
had  little  doubt  that,  trained  as  she  was  to  view  the 
monks  of  Saint  Mary's  with  such  profound  reverence, 
she  would  be  but  too  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  en- 
•  rolling  one  of  her  sons  in  its  honoured  community. 

But  the  good  Father  proved  to  be  mistaken  in  both 
these  particulars. 

When  he  spoke  to  Elspeth  Glendinning  of  that 
uhich  a  mother  bes*  loves  to  hear— the  proficiency 
and  abilities  of  her  sou  -she  listened  with  a  delight- 
ed ear.  But  when  Father  Eustace  hinted  at  the  duty 
•f  dedicating  to  the  service  of  ther  church,  talenu 
which  aeemed  fitted  to  de£Biui  and  adorn  it,  tne  dame 


endeavoured  always  to  shiA  the  8iibj«c( ;  and  when 
pressed  farther,  enlarged  on  her  own  incapacity,  as 
a  lone  woman,  to  manage  the  feu ;  on  the  advantage 
which  her  neighbours  of  the  township  wtiv  often 
taking  of  her  unprotected  state,  and  on  the  wish  she 
had  that  Edward  niight  fill  his  father's  place,  remam 
in  the  tower,  and  close  her  eyes. 

On  such, occasions  the  Sub-Prior  would  answer, 
that  even  in  a  worldly  point  of  view  the  welfare  ol 
the  family  would  be  best  consulted  by  one  of  the  sons 
entering  mto  the  community  of  St.  Mary  s,  as  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  fail  to  aiford  his  fa- 
mily the  important  protection  which  he  could  then 
easily  extend  towards  them.  What  eould  be  a  more 
pleasing  prospect  than  to  see  him  high  in  honourl 
or  what  more  sweet  than  to  have  the  last  duties  ren- 
dered to  her  by  a  son,  revered  for  his  holiness  of  iiSa 
and  exemplary  manners  7  Besides,  he  endeavoured 
to  impress  upon  the  dame  that  her  eldest  son.  Hal* 
bert,  whose  bold  temper  and  headstrong  indulgence 
of  a  wandering  humour,  rendered  him  incapable  of 
learning,  was,  tor  that  reason,  as  well  as  that  be  was 
her  eldest  born,  fittest  to  bustle  throu^  the  aOairtof 
the  world,  and  manage  the  little  fief. 

Elspeth  durst  not  directly  dissent  from  what  was 
proposed,  for  fear  of  giving  displeasure,  and  yec  she 
always  had  something  to  say  against  it.  Halbert,  she 
said,  was  not  Uke  any  of  the  neighbour  boys— he  was 
taller  by  the  head,  and  stronger  by  the  hal(  than  any 
boy  of  his  years  within  the  Halidome.  But  he  was 
fit  for  no  peaceful  work  that  could  be  devised.  If  be 
liked  a  book  ill,  he  liked  a  plough  or  a  pattle  worn. 
He  had  scoured  his  father  s  old  broadsword— sus- 
pended it  by  a  belt  round  his  waist,  and  seldom  stirred 
without  it.  He  was  a  sweet  boy  and  a  gentle  if  spok^ 
fair,  but  cross  him  and  he  was  a  born  devil.  In  a 
word,"  she  said,  bursting  into  tears,  "  deprive  me  of 
Edward,  good  lather,  and  ye  bereave  my  house  of 
prop  and  pillar ;  for  my  heart  tells  me  that  Halbert 
will  take  to  his  fathers  gates,  and  die  his  fathis-'s 
death."  . 

When  the  conversation  came  to  this  crisis,  the 
good-humoiu^d  monk  was  always  content  to  drop 
the  discussion  for  the  time,  trusting  some  (H}portuniiy 
would  occur  of  removing  her  prejudices  for  such  he 
thought  them,  against  Edward's  proposed  destination. 

When,  leaving  the  mother,  the  Sub-Prior  adiirt-ssed 
himself  to  the  son,  animating  his  zeal  for  knowle<kie. 
and  pointing  out  how  amply  it  might  be  gratified 
should  he  agree  to  take  holy  orders,  he  found  the 
same  ra)ugnance  which  Dame  Elspeth  had  e;xhibited. 
Edward  pleaded  a  want  of  sufficient  vocation  to  so 
serious  a  profession— his  reluctance  to  leave  his  mo- 
ther, and  other  objections,  which  the  Sub-Prior  treated 
as  evasive. 

"I  plainly  perceive,"  he  said  one  da/,  inansw« 
to  them,  "  that  the  devil  has  his  factors  as  well  as 
Heaven,  and  that  they  are  equally,  or,  alas!  tbd 
former  are  perhaps  more  active,  in  bespeaking  Sot 
their  master  the  first  of  the  marKet.  I  trust,  young 
man,  that  neither  idleness^  nor  licentious  pleosun, 
nor  the  love  of  worldly  gam  and  worldly  grandeur, 
the  chief  baits  with  which  the  great  Fisher  of  soola 
conceals  his  hook,  are  the  causes  of  your  declinina 
the  career  to  which  I  would  incite  you.  But  above  all 
I  trust— above  all  I  hope— that  the  vanity  of  superior 
knowIedg(r;~a  sin  with  whicli  those  who  have  made 
proficiency  in  learning  are  most  frequently  beeet— has 
not  led  you  into  ilie  awful  hazard  of  listening  to  the 
dangerous  doctriuos  which  are  now  afioat  concerning 
religion.  Better  for  you  that  you  were  as  grossly  igno- 
rant as  the  beasts  which  perish,  than  that  the  pride  of 
knowledge  should  induce  you  to  lend  an  ear  to  ib« 
voice  of  the  heretics.'  *  Edward  Glendinning  listened 
to  the  rebuKe  with  a  downcast  look,  and  failed  no*. 
when  it  was  concluded,  earnestly  to, vindicate  himseu 
from  the  charge  of  havmg  pushed  his  studies  into  any 
subjects  which  the  Church  inhibited;  and  so  the  monk 
was  left  to  form  vain  conjectures  respecting  the  canse 
of  his  reluctance  to  embrace  the  monastic  state. 

It  is  an  old  proverb,  used  by  Chaucer,  and  quoted  by 
Elizabeth,  that "  the  greatest  clerks  are  not  the  wisest 
men ;"  and  it  is  as  true  as  it  tbe  ooei  had  not  rhymed, 
or  the  queen  reasoned  on  it    li  Fatlier  Eustace  bad 
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loC  fatd  his  tbeoilitt  timied  to  mndi  to  the  progreeft 
»f  berwy,  and  so  little  to  what  was  passing  in  the 
ower,  he  might  have  read,  in  the  speaking  eyee  of 
^f  ary  Avenel,  now  a  girl  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  reasons 
vhich  might  distDcline  her  youthfiil  companion  to- 
vanb.the  monastic  vows.  I  have  said,  that  she  also 
vas  a  promising  pupil  of  the  good  father,  upon  whom 
ler  innocent  and  infantile  heam/  had  an  effect  of 
vhicn  he  was  himseli^  perhaos.  unconscious.  Her 
ank  and  expectations  entitled  her  to  he  taught  the 
irts  of  reading  and  writing ;— and  each  lesson  which 
he  monk  assigned  her  was  conned  over  in  companv 
vith  Edward,  and  by  him  explained  and  re-explamed, 
ind  again  illustrated,  until  she  became  perfectly  mis- 
ress  of  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  their  studies,  Halbert  had  been 
heir  school  companion.  But  the  boldness  and  im- 
tatience  of  his  disposition  soon  quarrelled  with  an 
occupation,  in  which,  without  assiduity  and  unre- 
nitted  attention,  no  progress  was  to  be  expected. 
The  Sub-Prior's  visits  were  at  irregular  intervals,  and 
tften  weeks  would  intervene  between  them,  in  which 
ase  Halbert  was  sure  to  forget  all  that  had  been 
•re8crit>ed  for  him  to  learn,  and  much  which  he  had 
>artly  acquired  before.  His  deficiencies  on  these  oc- 
«siens  gave  him  pain,  but  it  was  not  of  that  sort 
irhich  produces  amendment. 

For  a  time,  like  all  who  are  fond  of  idleness,  he  en- 
eavoured  to  detach  the  attention  of  his  brother  and 
'lary  Avenel  from  their  task,  rather  than  to  learn 
lis  own,  and  such  dialogues  as  the  following  would 
nsue:— 

"Take  your  bonnet,  Edward,  and  make  haste- 
he  Laird  of  Colmslie  is  at  the  head  of  the  glen  with 
lis  hounds." 

"  I  care  not,  Halbert,"  answered  the  younger  bro- 
her ;  "  two  brace  of  dogs  may  kill  a  deer  without  my 
»eing  there  to  see  them,  and  I  must  help  Mary  Ave- 
lel  with  her  lesson." 

"  Ay !  you  will  labour  at  the  monk's  lessons  till  you 
urn  monk  yourself,"  answered  Halbert.— "  Mary, 
rill  you  go  with  me,  and  I  will  show  you  the  cu- 
hat's  nest  I  told  you  of  T' 

**  I  cannot  go  with  you,  Halbert,"  answered  Mary, 
because  I  must  study  this  lesson— it  will  lake  me 
)n«  to  learn  it— I  am  sorry  I  am  so  dull,  for  if  I 
ould  get  my  task  as  fast  as  Edward,  I  should  like 
o  go  with  you." 

•^Should  you  indeed 7", said  Halbert:  "  then  I  will 
vait  for  you-  and  what  isf  more,  I  will  try  to  get  my 
38800  also." 

With  a  smile  and  a  sigh  he  took  up  the  primer,  and 
*e«^  heavily  to  eon  over  the  task  which  had  been 
ssigned  him.  As  if  banished  from  the  society  of 
he  two  others,  he  sat  sad  and  solitary  in  one  of  the 
eep  window-recesses;  and,  after  in  vain  struggling 
v'xm  the  difficulties  of  his  task,  and  his  disinclina- 
ion  to  learn  it,  he  found  himself  involuntarily  en- 
;aged  in  watching  the  movements  of  the  other  two 
todents^  instead  of  toiling  any  longer. 

The  picture  .which  Halbert  looked  upon  was  de- 
ightful  in  itself,  but  somehow  or  other  it  afforded 
\>ry  little  pleasure  to  him.  The  beautiful  girl,  with 
Joke  of  simple,  yet  earnest  anxiety,  was  bent  on  dis- 
ntangling  those  intricacies  which  obstructed  her 
•rogress  to  knowledge,  and  looking  ever  and  anon  to 
■>iward  for  assistance,  while,  seated  close  by  her  side, 
nd  watchful  to  remove  every  obstacle  from  her  way, 
le  seemed  at  once  to  be  proud  of  the  progress  which 
iiB  pupil  made,  and  of  the  assistance  which  he  was 
ble  to  ronder^  her.  There  was  a  bond  betwixt  them, 
[  strong  and  interesting  tie,  the  desire  of  obtaining 
;nowl»lge,  the  pride  of  surmounting  difficulties. 

Feeling  most  acutely,  yet  ignorant  of  the  nature 
ind  source  of  his  own  emotions,  Halbert  could  no 
ongpr  endure  to  look  upon  this  quiet  scene,  but. 
itarting  up,  dashed  his  book  from  him.  and  exclaimed 
tloud,  **  To  the  fiend  I  bequeath  all  books,  and  the 
Ireamers  that  make  them !— I  would  a  score  of 
'Southrons  would  come  up  the  glen,  and  we  should 
cam  how  little  all  this  muttering  and  scribbling  is 
vorth." 

Mary  Avenel  and  his  brother  started,  and  looked  at 
? albert  with  sarprise,  while  he  went  on  with  great 
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animation,  his  featnres  sweOiiifi:  and  the  tetre  Mart- 
ing  into  his  eyes  as  he  spoke.—  'Yes,  Mary— I  wish 
a  score  of  Southrons  came  up  the  glen  this  very  day  x 
and  you  should  see  one  good  hand,  and  one  good 
sword,  do  more  to  protect  you.  than  all  the  books 
that  were  ever  opened,  and  all  the  pens  that  ever 
grew  on  a  goose's  wing." 

Mary  looked  a  Uttle  surprised  and  a  little  fKghtened 
at  his  vehemence,  but  instantly  replied  afi*ectionately, 
**You  are  vexed,  Halbert,  because  you  do  not  get 

four  lesson  so  fast  as  Edward  can;  and  so  am  I.  for 
am  as  stupid  as  you— But  come,  and  Edward  shall 
sit  betwixt  us  and  teach  us." 

"  He  shall  not  teach  me,"  said  Halbert,  in  the  same 
angry  mood ;  "  I  never  can  teach  him  to  do  any  thing 
that  18  honourable  and  manlv,  and  he  shall  not  teacE 
nu  anv  of  his  monkish  tricks.— I  hate  the  monks, 
with  their  drawling  nasal  tone  like  so  many  frogs, 
and  their  long  black  petticoats  like  so  many  women, 
and  their  reverences,  and  their  lordships,  and  their  lazv 
vassals,  that  do  nothing  but  paddle  in  the  mire  with 
plough  and  harrow,  from  Yule  to  Michaelmas.  I 
will  call  none  lord,  but  him  who  weara  a  sword  to 
make  his  title  ^ood :  and  I  will  call  none  man.  but  ho 
that  can  bear  himself  manlike  and  masterful." 

"For  Heaven's  sake,  peace,  brother!"  said  Ed- 
ward ;  "  if  such  words  were  taken  up,  and  reported 
out  of  the  house,  they  would  bo  our  mother's  ruin.** 

"  Report  them  yourself,  then,  and  they  will  be  your 
making,  and  nobody's  marrins  save  mine  own.  Say, 
that  Halbert  Glendinnins  will  never  be  vassal  to  an 
old  man  with  a  cowl  and  shaven  crown,  while  there 
are  twenty  barons  who  wear  casque  and  plume  that 
laek  bold  followers.  Let  them  grant  you  these 
wretched  acres,  and  much  meal  may  they  bear  you  to 
make  your  brochanT  He  left  the  room  hastily,  but 
instantly  returned,  and  continued  to  speak  with  the 
same  tone  of  quick  and  irritated  feeling.  "And  you 
need  not  think  so  much,  neither  of  you,  and  especi- 
ally you,  Edward,  need  not  think  so  much  of  your 
parchment  book  there,  and  your  cunning  in  reading 
It.  By  my  faitli,  I  will  soon  learn  to  read  as  well  as 
you ;  and— for  I  know  a  better  teacher  than  your 

frim  old  monk,  and  a  better  book  than  his  printed 
revinry;  and  since  you  like  schelar-craft  so  well, 
Mary  Avenel,  you  shall  see  whether  Edward  or  I 
have  most  of  it."  He  left  the  apartment,  and  came 
not  again. 

"What  can  be  the  matter  with  him?"  said  Mary, 
following  Halbert  with  her  eyes  from  the  window, 
as  with  hasty  and  unequal  steps  he  ran  up  the  wild 
glen— "Where  can  your  brother  be  going,  Edward  1 
—what  book  1— what  teacher  does  he  talk  of  7" 

"  It  avails  not  guessing,"  said  Edward.    "  Halbert* 
is  angry,  he  knows  not  why,  and  speaks  of  he  knows 
not  what ;  let  us  go  again  to  our  lessons,  and  he  will 
come  home  when  he  nas  tired  himself  with  scram- 
bling among  the  crags  as  usual." 

But  Mar/s  anxiety  on  account  of  Halbert  seemed 
more  deeply  rooted.  She  declined  prosecuting  the 
task  in  which  they  had  been  so  pleasingly  engaged, 
under  the  excuse  ofna  head-ache  j  nor  could  Edward 
prevail  upon  her  to  resume  it  again  that  morning. 

Meanwhile  Halbert.  his  head  unbonneted,  his  fea- 
tures swelled  with  jealous  anger,  and  the  tear  still  in 
his  eye,  sped  up  the  wild  and  upper  extremity  of  the 
Htde  valley  of  Glcndearg  with  ine  speed  of  a  roebuck, 
choosing,  as  if  in  desperate  defiance  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  way,  the  wildest  and  most  danj^crous 
paths,  and  voluntarily  exposing  himself  a  hundred 
times  to  dangers  which  he  might  have  escaped  by 
turning  a  little  aside  from  them.  It  secrncd  ns  if  he 
wishea  his  course  to  be  as  straight  as  that  of  the  ar- 
row to  its  mark. 

He  arrived  at  length  in  a  narrow  and  secluded 
clench^  or  deep  ravine,  which  ran  down  into  the  val- 
ley, and  contributed  a  scanty  rivulet  to  the  supply 
of  the  brook  with  which  Glcndear?  \a  watered.-- 
Up  this  he  sped  with  the  same'  precipitate  haste 
which  had  marked  his  departure  from  the  tower; 
n  >r  did  he  pause  and  look  round  until  he  had  reached 
the  fountain  from  which  the  rivulet  had  its  rise. 

Here  Halbert  stopt  short,  and  cast  a  gloomy  and 
almost  a  frightened  glance  around  him.    Ahugen^k 
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rose  in  front,  from  t  cleft  of  whicli  grew  a  wild  hol- 
ly tree,  whose  dark  green  branchea  ruatled  over  the 
spring  which  arose  oeneath.  The  banks  on  either 
hand  rosa  so  high,  and  approached  each  other  so 
closely,  that  it  wag  only  when  the  sun  was  at  its  me- 
ridian height,  and  dunng  the  summer  solstice,  that 
its  rays  could  reach  the  bottom  of  the  chasm  in 
whidh  he  stood.  But  it  was  now  summer,  and  the 
hour  was  noon,  so  that  the  imwontod  reflection  of 
the  9un  was  dancing  in  the  pellucid  fountain. 

"It  is  the  season  and  the  hour,"  said  Halbert  to 

himself;   "and  now  I 1  might  soon  become 

\yi8er  than  Edward  with  all  his  paiua !  Mary  should 
see  whether  he  alone  is  fit  to  be  consulted  and  to  sit 
by  her  side,  and  hang  over  her  as  she  reads,  und  point 
out  every  word  and  every  letter.  And  she  loves  me 
betiiT  [han  him— T  n-'  -•'•^k'  ?\u-  ilix-^-  r.?r  ■■  ■■  ijs 
oi  iiuiL^Ji;  blood,  nikd  ticurns  ali.>[U  tinJ  ^  — 

And  dii  I  riiysf  tf  not  fttnnrl  here  aloihful  fin  lly 

11^  iwiy  pri^rai  of  tliem  till  ?— Why  should  1  ;... ,  iQ 
upon  ihiB  form— thb  fihope  l — All  ready  hnvc  1  tindiired 
1 1  La  Viswtj,  snd  why  nut  ngdin  J— Whtit  can  it  rio  to 
m%  wha  am  n  man  of  Inh  und  limb,  and  hnvc  by  my 
*id*  my  fatlKT'a  sword  t  Dot-*  my  he.irt  beat -do 
my  hairs  bmtk%  nuho  thouijht  of  call  ins  up  a  pnintnd 
(ihnrKtw,  snd  liow  shnuld  t  tace  n  band  of  i^giulir*>ns 
jn  Wiitk  out!  bloCKi'f  By  i\w  soul  of  ibi*  first  Uloa- 
Liinnmg,  I  will  mak>e  proof  of  the  charm  !" 

H*s  last  Liiti  lea  I  lit  rn  bro^^e  or  buskin  from  his 
tmhi  fool,  plsrited  bimstlf  ^n  a  firm  posturci  uti- 
rthcathed  hia  awonJ^  and  fiirat  lookini?  nnnrnd  to  col- 
lect hin  reeolutjon,  he  bow«i  tlire^  tinuis  delibpraTely 
fijwardit  the  holly- tree,  and  a»  often  to  the  iiitie  fou:n- 
!ain,  rt^nting  at  the  Fame  time,  with  a  detenriiiied 
voice,  mo  fji lowing  fliy^nG  : 

"  Thrice  lo  the  holljr  brake- 
Thrice  to  the  well  :— 

1  bid  thee  awake. 
White  maid  of  Avcnel  I 

Noon  fleams  on  the  Lake- 
Noon  flows  on  the  Fell- 
Wake  thne.  O  wako. 
Wliite  luaia  or  Avenol  I" 

These  lines  were  hardly  uttered,  when  there  stood 
the  figure  of  a  female  clothed  in  white,  within  three 
steps  of  Halbert  Glendinning. 

"  I  fuoM,  'twas  fl-ifhtful  there  to  see 
A  lady  richly  cind  as  she — 
Beautiful  exceedingly."* 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

'Hiero's  snmethinf  in  timt  ancient  superstition, 

Which,  orriiig  ns  it  is,  our  fancy  luves. 

The  spring  that,  with  its  thousand  crystal  bubbles, 

Rorsra  from  the  bosom  of  some  desert  rock 

In  iM»rret  solitude,  may  well  be  doem'd 

The  haunt  of  nomethnif  purer,  more  refined. 

And  mightier  than  ourselves.— O^  PtHf. 

YotTNO  Halbert  Glendinning  had  scarcely  pro- 
nounced the  mystical  rhymes,  when,  as  we  have 
mentioned  in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  chapter,  an 
appearance,  as  of  a  beautiful  female,  dressed  in  white, 
stood  within  two  yards  of  him.  His  terror  for  the 
moment  overcame  his  natural  courage,  as  well  as  the 
strong  resolution  which  he  had  formed,  that  the  figure 
wnicn  he  had  now  twice  seen  should  not  a  third  time 
daunt  him.  But  it  would  seem  there  is  something 
thrilling  and  abhorrent  to  flesh  and  blood,  in  the  con- 
sciousness that  we  stand  in  presence  of  a  being  in 
form  like  to  ourselves,  but  so  diHerent  in  faculties  and 
nature,  that  we  can  neither  understand  its  purposes, 
nor  cnlculate  its  means  of  pursuing  them. 

Halbort  stood  silent,  and  gasped  for  breath,  his  hairs 
erecting  themselves  on  his  head — his  mouth  open— 
his  eyes  fixed,  and,  as  the  sole  remaining  sign  of  his 
late  determined  purpose,  his  sword  pointed  towards 
the  apparition.  At  length,  with  a  voice  of  ineffable 
sweetness,  the  White  Lady,  for  by  that  name  we  shall 
didtin^^Tiish  this  being,  sung,  or  rather  chanted,  the 
followmg  lines : 

•'  Youth  of  ih*»  dark  eye,  wherefore  didst  thou  call  me) 
Wliorcfiire  art  tliou  bore,  if  terrors  can  np{Mil  Uiee} 
*  Coleridge's  Christabdle. 


He  Uiac  flMke  tto  4eal  with  di  nRUt'taiKiw  Mrftar  oor  i^Mi^ 
To  ooward  SAd  ohiiil  our  fpeeck  is  dark,  our  fifta  ■■•  matunm- 

inf. 
The  brwTJS  that  brought  roe  hither  now,  muat  sweep  EgypUm 

frouod, 
The  fleecy  cloud  on  which  I  ride  for  Aiaby  is  boond : 
The  deecy  cloud  is  drifting  by,  Uw  braeae  aigtta  for  mr  a^ay*   • 
For  I  must  sail  a  thousand'^miles  before  the  close  of  day." 

The  astonishment  of  Halbert  began  once  move  to 
give  way  to  his  resolution,  and  he  gamed  voice  enough 
to  say,  though  with  a  faltering  accent,  "  In  the  nams 
of  God,  what  art  thou  7"  The  answer  was  in  mokxtr 
of  a  dinerent  tone  and  measure : — 

"  Wlwt  I  am  I  must  not  show— 
What  I  am  thou  couldst  not  know— 
Soroethinf  betwixt  heaven  and  hell — 
Something  th&t  neither  stood  nor  fell— 
BumeUiing  that  through  thy  wit  or  will 
May  work  thee  good— may  work  thee  flL 
Neither  subetanee  qoits.  nor  ahadow, 
Haootinf  lonely  moor  and  meedow. 
Dancing  by  the  haunted  spring, 
Riding  on  the  whirlwind's  wing ; 
Aping  in  fkntastic  fashion 


Every  change  of  hiunan  paanoo, 
While  o'er  our  frozen  minds  thej  pass. 
Like  shadows  from  the  mirrored  glaaa. 


Wayward,  fickle  is  our  naood, 
Hovering  betwixt  bad  and  good. 
Happier  than  brief-dated  man, 
Living  twenty  times  hia  span  { 
Far  leas  happy,  for  we  have 
Help  nor  hope  beyond  the  grave  I 
Man  awakes  to  joy  or  sontiw ; 
Ouni  the  sleep  that  knows  no  naoffrow. 
Thia  is  all  that  I  cdn  iAmw- 
This  is  all  Uiat  thou  mayst  know." 

The  White  Lady  paused,  and  appeared  to  await  n 
answer;  but,  as  Halbert  hesitated  how  to  frame  hia 
speech,  the  vision  seemed  gradually  to  fade,  and  be- 
come more  and  more  incorporeal.  Justly  guessing 
this  to  be  a  symptom  of  her  disajppearanca  Halbeit 
compelled  himself  to  say,—"  Lady,  when  I  saw  yoti 
in  the  glen,  and  when  you  brought  back  the  black 
book  of  Mary  of  Avenel,  thou  didst  say  I  should  one 
day  learn  to  read  it." 
The  White  Lady  replied, 

"  Ay  I  and  I  taught  Ihee  the  word  and  the  epdl. 
To  waken  me  here  by  Uie  Fairies'  Well. 
But  thou  hast  loved  Uie  heron  and  hawk. 
More  than  to  seek  ray  haunted  walk  ( 
And  thou  ha.<t  loved  Uie  lance  and  the  swocd. 
Mure  than  good  text  and  holy  word ; 
And  thou  host  loved  the  deer  to  track, 
Moro  than  the  lines  and  the  letters  blaek< 
And  thou  art  a  ranger  of  inosa  and  of  wood, 
And  scorncst  Uie  nurture  of  genUe  blood." 

"  I  will  do  SO  no  longf'r,  fair  maiden,"  said  Hatbert; 
"  I  desire  to  learn ;  and  thou  didst  promise  me,  that 
when  I  did  so  desire,  thou  woukist  be  my  hdper;  1 
am  no  longer  afraid  of  thy  presences  and  I  am  no 
longer  regardless  of  instruction."  As  he  uttered  these 
words,  the  figure  of  the  White  Maiden  grew  graduaJlr 
as  distinct  as  it  had  been  at  first :  and  what  had  wsl 
nigh  faded  into  an  ill-defined  ana  colourless  shadow, 
again  assumed  an  appearance  at  least  of  corporeil 
consistency,  although  the  hues  were  less  vivio.  and 
the  outline  of  the  figure  less  distinct  and  defineo— so 
at  least  it  seemed  to  JIalbert— than  those  of  an  ordi- 
nary  inhabitant  of  the  earth.  "  Wilt  ihou  grant  xny 
request,"  he  said,  "  fair  Lady,  and  give  to  oiy  keeping 
the  holy  bo«k  which  Mary  of  Avenel  ha»i  so  often 
wept  for?" 
The  White  Lady  replied : 

"  Thy  craven  fear  my  troth  aecnaod. 

Thine  idlehood  my  trust  abused ; 

Ho  that  draws  to  harbour  late. 

Must  sleep  without,  or  burst  the  gate. 

There  is  a  star  for  thee  which  bom'd. 

Its  influence  wanes,  its  course  is  turned ; 

Valour  and  constancy  alone 

Can  bring  thee  back  Uie  chance  that's  flown. 

"  If  I  have  been  a  loiterer,  Lady,"  answered  yoong 
Glendinning,  "  thou  shalt  now  nnd  me  willing  to 
press  forward  with  double  speed.  Other  thoughts 
nave  filled  my  mind,  other  thoughts  have  engaged 
mv  heart,  within  a  brief  perioa--and  by  Heaven, 
other  occupations  shall  henceforward  fill  up  my  time. 
I, have  lived  in  this  day  the  space  of  yeara^-I  came 
hither  a  boy— I  will  return  a  man— a  man,  sudi  at 
may  converse  not  only  with  his  own  kind*  but  with 
whatever  God  permits  to  bo  visible  to  him.   I  will 
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Ittrn  <he  contents  of  tbat  mystetioui  volume— I  will 
learxi  why  the  Lady  of  Avenel  loTed  it— why  the 
Dfiesta  feared,  and  would  have  stolen  it— why  thou 
didBt  twice  recover  it  from  their  hands.— What  mys- 
tery is  wrapt  in  it 7— Speak,  I  conjure  thee!**  The 
Lady  assumed  an  air  peculiarly  sad  and  solemn,  as, 
drooping  her  head,  and  folding  her  arms  on  her 
bosom,  she  replied : 

"  Within  Uiat  awfiil  Tolumo  lies 
The  wiyBtery  of  mysteries  I  • 

Happiest  they  of  human  raee, 
To  whom  God  has  craiiUMl  grao« 
To  read,  to  fear,  to  liope,  to  pray, 
To  lift  the  latr.h.  and  force  the  way; 
And  better  had  they  ne'er  been  bom. 
Who  read  to  4oabt,or  read  to  soom.'* 

••  Give  me  the  volume.  Lady,"  said  young  Glendin- 
mng.  ^  "  They  call  me  idle— they  call  me  dull— in  this 
pursuit  my  industry  shall  not  fail,  nor,  with  God'a 
blessing,  shall  my  understanding.  Give  me  the  vo- 
lume."   The  appaition  again  replied : 

"Many a  fkthom  dnrk  and  deep 
I  have  laid  Uie  book  to  sleep  : 
Ethereal  Area  around  it  glowing^ 
Ethereal  rvusie  ever  flowing— 

The  aaered  pledge  of  Uear*n 
All  thines  revere, 
Each  in  his  sphere, 

Save  man,  for  whom  'twaa  fiv'n : 
Lend  thy  hand,  and  thou  shalt  spy 
Things  ne'er  seen  by  mortal  eye." 

Halbert  GHendtnning  boldly  reached  his  hand  to 
die  White  Lady. 

**  Fearest  thou  to  go  with  mel"  she  said,  as  his 
hand  trembled  at  the  soft  and  cold  touch  of  her  o wn— 
"  Fearest  thou  to  go  with  me) 
Still  it  is  free  to  thee 

A  peiisaot  to  dwell ; 
Tliou  may  St  drive  the  dull  steer, 
And  chase  the  kins's  deer, 
But  net-er  more  come  near 
This  haunted  mtoIL** 

**  If  what  thou  sayest  be  true,"  said  the  xmdaunted 
boy.  '*  my  destinies  are  higher  than  thine  own.  There 
•hall  be  neither  well  nor  wood  which  I  dare  not  visit. 
No  fear  of  aught,  natural  or  supernatural,  shall  bar 
mypath  through  my  native  valley." 

He  had  scarce  uttered  the  words,  when  they  both 
descended  through  the  earth  with  a  rapidity  which 
took  away  Halbert's  breath  and  every  other  sensation, 
laving  that  of  being  hurried  on  with  the  utmost  ve- 
locity. At  length  they  stopped  with  a  shock  so  sud- 
den, that  the  mortal  joumeyer  through  this  unknown 
apace  must  have  been  thrown  down  with  violence, 
had  he  not  been  upheld  by  his  supernatural  companion. 

It  was  more  than  a  minute,  ere,  looking  around 
him,  he  beheld  a  grotto,  or  natural  cavern,  composed 
of  toe  roost  q>lendid  spars  and  crystals,  which  re- 
turned in  a  thousand  prismatic  hues  the  light  of  a 
brilliant  flame  that  glowed  on  an  altar  of  alabaster. 
This  altar  with  its  Are,  formed  the  central  point  of  the 
grotto,  which  was  of  a  round  form,  and  very  high  in 
toe  roof^  resembling  in  some  respects  the  dome  of  a 
cathedral.  Corresponding  to  the  four  points  of  the 
compass,  there  went  off  four  long  galleries,  or  ar- 
oadcH^  constructed  of  the  same  brnliant  materials 
with  the  dome  itself,  and  the  termination  of  which 
was  lost  in  daikness. 

No  human  imagination,  can  conceive,  or  words 
■office  to  describe,  the  glorious  radiance,  which,  shot 
fiercely  forth  by  the  flame,  was  returned  from  so  many 
hundred  thousand  points  of  reflection,  aflbrded  by 
the  sparry  pillars  and  their  numerous  angular  crys- 
tals. The  nre  itself  did  not  remain  steady  and  un- 
moved, but  rose  and  fell,  sometimes  ascending  in  a 
brilliant  ryramid  of  condensed  flame  half  way  up  the 
lofty  expanse,  and  again  fading  into  a  softer  and 
more  roav  hue,  and  hoverins^  as  it  were,  on  the  sur- 
fitce  of  the  altar,  to  collect  its  strength  for  another 
powerful  exertion.  There  was  no  visible  fuel  by  which 
tt  was  fed,  nor  did  it  emit  either  smoke  or  vapour  of 
any  kind. 

What  was  of  all  the  most  remarkable,  the  black 
volume  BO  often  mentioned  lay  not  only  unconsumed, 
but  untouched  in  the  slightest  degree,  amid  this  in- 
tensity of  fire,  which,  while  it  seemed  to  be  of  force 
mfficient  to  melt  adamant,  had  no  effect  whatever 


on  the  aaered  book  thus  subjected  to  itsutmoat  influ- 
ence. 

The  White  Lady,  having  paused  long  enough  to 
let  young  Olendinning  take  a  complete  survey  of 
what  was  around  him,  now  said,  in  her  usual  chant, 

"  Here  lies  the  volume  thoa  boldly  hast  souglit ; 

Touch  it  and  take  it,— 'twill  dearly  be  bought  V 

Familiarized,  in  some  degree  with  marvels,  and  . 
desperately  desirous  of  showing  the  courage  he  had 
boasted,  Halbert  plimged  his  hand,  without  hesita- 
tion, into  the  flame,  trusting  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
motion,  to  snatch  out  the  volume  before  the  fire  could 
greatly  affect  it.  But  he  was  much  disappointed.  The 
flame  instantly  caught  upon  his  sleeve,  and  though 
he  withdrew  his  hand  immediately,  yet  his  arm  was 
so  dreadfully  scorched,  that  he  had  well-nigh  screamed 
with  pain.  He  suppressed  the  natural  expression  of 
an^ish,  however,  and  only  intimated  the  agony 
which  he  felt  by  a  contortion  and  a  muttered  groan. 
The  White  Lady  passed  her  cold  hand  over  his  arm, 
and  ere  she  had  finished  the  following  metrical  chant, 
his  pain  had  entirely  gone,  and  no  mark  of  the  scorch- 
ing was  visible : 

"Rash  thy  deed, 
Mortal  weed 
To  immortal  flanea  apldying ; 
Rasher  trust 
Has  thing  of  dust, 
On  his  own  weak  worth  relying  t 
Strip  thoe  of  such  fences  vain, 
Birip,  and  prove  thy  lock  again." 

Obedient  to  what  he  understood  to  be  the  meaning 
of  his  conductress,  Halbert  bared  his  arm  to  the 
shoulder,  throwing  down  the  remains  of  his  sleeve^ 
which  no  sooner  touched  the  floor  on  which  he  stood 
than  it  collected  itself  together,  shrivelled  itself  up, 
and  was  without  any  visible  fire  reduced  to  light  tin- 
der, which  a  sudden  breath  of  wind  dispersed  into 
empty  space.  The  White  Lady,  observing  the  sur- 
prise of  the  youth,  immediately  repeated— 

"  Mortal  warp  and  mortal  woof 
Cannot  brook  this  charmed  roof; 
All  that  mortal  art  Imth  wrought. 
In  our  cell  returns  to  nought 
The  molten  gold  returns  to  clay, 
The polisirddiamQud  melu  away ; 
All  is  alter'd,  all  is  flown. 
Nought  stands  fast  but  truth  alone. 
Not  for  Miat  thy  quest  give  o'er : 
Courage  I  prove  thy  diance  once  more." 

Emboldened  by  her  words,  Halbert  Glendinning 
made  a  second  eflbrt,  and,  plunging  his  bare  arm 
into  the  flame,  took  out  the  sacred  volume  without 
feeling  either  heat  or  inconvenience  of  any  kind. 
Astonished,  and  almost  terrified,  at  his  own  success, 
he  beheld  tne  flame  collect  itself,  and  shoot  up  into 
one  long  and  final  stream,  which  seemed  %&  i  it 
would  ascend  to  the  very  roof  of  the  cavern,  and 
then  sinking  as  suddenly,  became  totally  exUnguish- 
ed.  The  deepest  darkness  ensued;  but  Halbert  had 
no  time  to  consider  his  situation,  for  the  White  Lady 
had  already  caught  his  hand,  and  they  ascended  to 
upper  air  with  the  same  velocity  with  which  they  had 
sunk  into  the  earth. 

They  stood  by  the  fountain  in  the  Com-nan-shian 
when  they  emerged  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  j 
but  on  casting  a  bewildered  glance  around  him.  the 
youth  was  surprised  to  observe,  that  the  shadows 
had  fallen  far  to  the  east,  and  that  the  day  was  well- 
nigh  spent.  He  gazed  on  his  conductress  for  expla- 
nation, but  her  figure  began  to  fade  before  hts  eyes— 
her  cheeks  grew  paler,  her  features  less  distinct,  her 
form  became  shadowy,  and  blended  itself  with  the 
mist  which  was  ascending  the  hollow  ravine.  What 
had  late  the  symmetry  of  form,  and  the  delicate,  yet 
clear  hues  of^  feminine  beauty,  now  resembled  the 
flitting  and  pale  ghost  of  some  maiden  who  had  died 
for  love,  as  it  is  seen,  indistinctly  and  by  moonUgh^ 
by  her  perjured  lover.     ,  ,        ,   ,,      ,,     ,. 

"  Stay,  spirit!"  said  the  youth,  emboldened  by  his 
success  m  the  subterranean  dome,  "thy,  kindness 
must  not  leave  me.  as  one  encumbered  with  a  wea- 
pon he  knows  not  how  to  wield.  Thou  must  teach 
me  the  art  to  read,  and  to  understand,  this  volume  t 
else  what  avails  it  me  that  I  possess  itT* 

But  the  figure  of  the  White  Lady  still  waned  befora 
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bis  eyes,  until  it  became  an  outline  as  j^le  and  in<K8- 
tinci  as  that  of  the  moon,  when  the  winter  morning 
is  fur  advanced:  and  ere  she  had  ended  the  following 
tfhant,  »he  was  entirely  invisible  2— 

"Alan I  bIbiiI 

Not  OUT*  Uie  gntm 

Tllel^«  liolf  cliaractert  to  tntm  t 

lilc  fonnx  of  jjaiiiied  nir, 

Not  to  us  is  tirtn  Uf  shnro 
Tlie  boon  b«atow'd  on  Aaam'fl  rtee  I 

With  patienoe  bule, 

Heavon  will  provid<i 
Tho  fliuiic  time,  the  flttinr  guide." 

Tl)*?  f*^rm  w»*  a^(t3<i)r  gono,  ami  now  it  id  voice 
tselr  had  mdibj  awny  tii  (iielanclioly  tad*?nct',  ^-ufl- 
atilti^t  «#  if  the  Htiing  wh»  Ffrolu-  hml  Ujen  slov;ly 
waf^tiii  from  Uiii  fijiwt  wki:r«  she  Jiad  carntui^ncj^^d  her 
melody- 
It  was  ai  rhifl  momfiu  ilutt  Hulbcrt  felt  ihc  f.xne- 
mily  of  the  terror  which  lit  b*id  hUhiTlo  m  nu^nti.lly 
tappreaeod.  The:  \vty  nt^< «  ?*  i  i  ^'  of  t  stori  ion  h  ad  k^  v  en 
him  Bjiif  ji  to  mftkc  it,  a  ad  the  presciicfi  fit  tim  inj  sle- 
rioui  J3*ijifi,  wbilfl  it  wa*i  a  eiJtjjt^et  of  fear  jti  its  rlf, 
had  n^vtrthelesg  given  hiin  the  etnac  of  pryLeetion 
bang  nciir  to  h  i  rn.  1 1  wa  a  when  he  co  uld  rt  Al*  t  \\  ith 
DompoBiiro  on  whni  hnd  passed,  that  a  cold  ircn^or 
shot  ;ie?ii^a  hh  linib»,  hi  a  hair  bristled,  and  hv  v^as 
afraid  tci  looknfoand,  luit  be  shouhi  find  at  histlK.  )w 
totnethiFVF;  more  frtHhiful  than  ihc  firat  vIploh.  A 
lrft?«  ansiiii^  sudddnlsr  reallzKl  the  be«utiAi1  rmd 
wjid  \iLn  of  ibe  rno&i  imaginative  of  our  niuh  rn 
barda*— 

It  fann'd  hi«  ehrek,  it  raised  hif  hair, 

Like  a  meadow  nle  in  eprinc : 
It  minified  stmniriiljr  wi'h  hi«  feara, 

Vet  1 1  fell  like  a  welcoming. 

The  youth  stood  silent  and  astonished  for  a  few 
minutes.  It  seemed  to  him  that  tho  extraordinary 
being  he  had  seen,  half  his  terror,  half  his  protectress, 
was  still  hovering  on  the  gale  which  swept  past  him, 
and  that  she  might  again  make  herself  sensible  to  his 
organs  of  FJght.    "  fepeak!"  he  said,  wildly  tossing 

fiis  arms,  "  speak  yet  again— be  once  more  present, 
ovely  vision !— ihnce  have  I  now  seen  thee,  yet  the 
idea  of  thy  invisible  presence  around  or  beside  me. 
makes  my  heart  beat  faster  than  if  the  earth  yawned 
and  gave  up  a  demon."  But  neither  sound  nor  ap- 
pearance indicated  the  presence  of  the  White  Lady, 
and  nothing  preternatural  beyond  what  he  had  already 
witnessed,  was  again  audible  or  visible.  Halbcrt^  in 
the  meanwhile,  by;  the  very  exertion  of  again  inviting 
the  presence  of  this  mysterious  being,  had  recovered 
his  natural  audacity.  He  looked  around  once  more, 
and  resumed  his  solitary  path  down  the  valley  into 
whose  recesses  he  had  penetrated. 

Nothing  could  be  more  strongly  contrasted  than 
the  storm  of  passion  with  which  he  had  bounded 
over  stock  and  crag,  in  order  to  plunge  himself  into 
theCorri-nan-sbian,  and  the  sobered  mood  in  which 
he  now  returned  homeward,  industriously  socking  out 
the  most  practicable  path,  not  from  a  wish  to  avoid 
danger^  but  that  he  might  not  by  personal  toil  dis- 
tract his  attention,  deeply  fixed  on  the  extraordinary 
boene  which  he  had  witnessed.  In  the  former  case 
he  had  sought  by  hazard  and  bodily  exertion  to  in- 
dulge at  once  the  fiery  excitation  or  passion,  and  to 
banish  the  cause  of  the  excitement  from  his  recollec- 
tion ;  while  now  ho  studiously  avoided  all  interruption 
to  his  contemplative  walk,  lest  the  difficulty  of  the 
.  way  should  interfere  with,  or  disturb,  his  own  deep 
reflections.  Thus  slowly  pacing  forth  his  course, 
with  the  nir  of  a  pilgrim  ratner  than  of  a  deer-hunter, 
H albert  about  the  close  of  the  evening  regained  his 
paternal  tower. 


CHAPTER   XIII. 

Tlic  Miller  was  of  manly  make. 

To  meet  him  was  na  mows  f 
TluiTo  f.urst  na  ten  come  hun  to  tak«, 

•Sae  boitcd  he  their  pows. 

Chritt'a  Kirk  on  tht  Oreen. 

It  was  after  sunset,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
"vhen  Halbert  Glendinning  returned  to  the  abode  of 
•  Colf^ridfO. 


hia  father.    Tba  hour  of  dinner  waa  at  noon,  and 

that  of  supper  about  an  hour  after  aunaet  at  diis 
period  of  the  year.  The  former  had  passed  without 
Halbert's  appearing;  but  this  was  no  uncommon 
circumstance,. for  the  chase,  or  any  other  pastime 
which  occurred,  made  Halbert  a  frequent  oeglectet 
of  hours ;  and  nis  mother,  though  angry  and  disap- 
pointed when  she  saw  him  not  at  table,  waa  so  much 
accustomed  to  his  occasional  absence,  and  knew  sc 
little  how  to  teach  him  more  regularity,  that  a  testv 
observation  was  almost  all  the  censure  with  wbico 
audi  omissions  were  visited. 

On  the  present  occasion,  however,  the  wrath  t\ 
good  Dame  Elspeth  soared  higher  than  usual.  It 
was  not  merely  on  account  of  the  special  tupVbead 
and  trotterBi  the  haggis  and  the  side  of  mutton,  with 
which  her  table  was  set  f^rth,  but  also  becauae  of  tha 
arrival  of  no  less  a  person  than  Hob  Miller,  as  he 
was  universally  termed,  though  the  man'a  name  waa 
Hopper. 

The  object  of  the  Miller's  visit  to  the  Tower  of 
Glendearg  was  like  the  purpose  of  those  erobaaeies 
which  potentates  send  to  each  other's  ooorta,  partlv 
ostensible^  partly  politic.  In  outward  ahow.  Hob 
came  to  visit  his  fnends  of  the  Halidome,  ana  share 
the  festivitv  common  among  country  folk,  after  the 
barn-yard  nas  been  filled,  and  to  renew  old  intimadea 
by  new  conviviality.  But  in  very  truth  he  alao  came 
to  have  an  eye  upon  the  contenta  ef  each  stack*  aad 
to  obtain  such  information  respecting  the  extent  of 
the  crop  reaped  and  gathered  in  by  each  feuar,  as 
might  prevent  the  possibility  of  abstracted  multures. 

All  the  world  knows  that  the  cultivators  of  each 
barony  or  regality,  temporal  or  spiritual,  in  Scotland, 
are  obliged  to  bnng  their  corn  to  be  grinded  at  the 
mill  of  the  territory,  for  which  they  pay  a  heavy  charge, 
called  the  intoxm  multures,  I  could  speak  to  the 
thirlage  of  inr<^;a  et  illata  too.  but  let  that  pass.  I 
have  said  enough  to  intimate  that  I  talk  not  without 
book.  Those  of  the  SucktTi^  or  enthralled  ground, 
were  liable  in  penalties,  if^  deviating  from  this  tnirlaee, 
(or  thraldom,)  they  canied  their  grain  to  another  mUL 
Now  such  another  mill,  erected  on  the  lands  of  a  lay- 
baron,  lay  within  a  tempting  and  convenient  dbtance 
of  Glendearg;  and  the  miller  was  so  obligin.^,  and 
his  charges  so  moderate,  that  it  refiuired  Hob  Aldler's 
utmost  vigUance  to  prevent  evasions  of  his  right  of 
monopoly. 

The  most  effectual  means  he  could  devise  was  this 
show  of  good  fellowship  and  neighbourly  fricndsliip^T- 
under  colour  of  which  he  made  his  annual  cruise 
through  the  barony— numbered  every  corn-stack,  and 
computed  its  contents  by  the  boll,  so  that  he  could 
give  a  shrewd  hint  afterwards  whether  or  not  the  grist 
came  to  the  right  mill. 

Dame  Elspeth,  like  her,  compeers,  was  obliged  to 
take  these  domiciliary  visits  in  the  sense  of  polite- 

gess  ;  but  in  her  case  they  had  not  occurred  since 
er  husband's  death,  probablv  because  the  Tower  of 
Glendearg  was  distant,  and  there  was  but  a  trifling 
quantity  of  arable  or  injield  land  attached  to  it 
This  year  there  had  been,  upon  some  speculation  of 
old  Martin's,  several  bolls  sown  in  the  out-field, 
which,  the  season  being  fine,  had  ripened  remarkably 
well.  Perhaps  this  circumstance  occasioned  the 
honest  Miller's  including  Glendeari^  on  this  occa- 
sion, in  his  annual  round. 

Dame  Glendinning  received  with  pleasure  a  visit 
which  she  used  formerly  only  to  endure  with  pa- 
tience ;  and  she  had  changed  her  view  of  the  matter 
chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  because  Hob  had  brought  with 
him  his  daughter  Mysie,  of  whose  features  she  could 
give  so  slight  an  account,  but  whose  dress  she  had 
described  so  accurately  to  the  Sub-Prior. 

Hitherto  this  girl  had  been  an  object  of  very  trifling 
consideration  in  the  eves  of  the  good  widow ;  but 
the  Sub-Prior's  pftrticular  and  somewhat  mysterious 
inquiries  had  set  her  brains  to  work  on  the  subject 
of  Mysie  of  the  Mill;  and  she  had  here  asked  a 
broad  question,  and  there  she  had  thrown  out  an  in- 
nuendo, and  there  again  she  had  gradually  led  on  to 
a  conversation  on  the  subject  of  poor  Mysie.  And 
from  all  inquiries  and  investigations,  she  had  col- 
lected, that  Mysie  was  a  dark-eyed  laughter-loving 
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ivweh,  with  cherry  chetHuL  and  a  skin  as  white  at 
ACT  father^s  finest  bolted  flour,  out  of  which  waa 
made  the  Abbot's  own  wastel-bread.  For  her  tem< 
per.  she  sung  and  laughed  from  morning  to  night  j 
and  for  her  fortune,  a  material  article^  besides  that 
which  the  Miller  might  have  amassed  by  means  of 
bis  proverbial  golden  thumb,  Mysie  was  to  inherit  a 
oood  handsome  lump  of  land,  with  the  prospect  of 
the  mill  and  mill- acres  descending  to  her  nusbandon 
an  easy  lease,  if  a  fair  word  were  spoken  in  season 
to  the  Abbot,  and  to  the  Prion  and  to  the  Sub-Prior, 
and  to  the  Sacristan,  and  so  forth. 

By  turning  and  again  turning  these  advantages 
over  in  her  own  mind,  Elspcth  at  length  came  to 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  only  way  to  save  her  son 
Halbert  from  a  life  of  "  spur,  spear,  and  anaffle,"  as 
they  called  that  of  the  boraer-ridera,  from  the  dint  of 
a  cloth-yard  shaft,  or  the  loop  of  an  inch-oord,  waa, 
that  he  should  many  and  settle,  and  that  MyaieHap- 
per  shonld  be  his  destined  bride. 

As  if  to  her  wish,  Hob  Miller  arrived  on  hisstrons- 
built  mare,  bearing  on  a  pillion  behind  him  the  lovely 
Mysie,  with  cheeks  like  a  peony^rose,  (if  Dame  Glen- 
dinning  had  ever  seen  one,)^  spirits  ail  afloat  with 
rustic  coquetry,  and  a  profusion  of  hair  as  black,  as 
ebonv.  The  beau-ieUal  which. Dame  Glendinning 
had  been  bodying  forth  in  her  imagination,  became 
vnexpectedly  realized  in  the  buxom  form  of  Mysie 
Happer,  whom,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  she 
settled  upon  as  the  maiden  who  was  to  fix  the  rest- 
less and  untutored  Halbert.  True.  Mysie,  as  the 
dame  soon  saw.  was  likely  to  love  dancing  round  a 
mav-pole  as  well  as  managing  a  domestic  concern, 
and  Halbert  was  likely  to  break  more  heads  than  he 
would  grind  stacks  of  com.  But  then  a  miller 
should  filways  be  of  manly  make,  and  has  been  de- 
scribed so  since  the  days  of  Chaucer  and  James  I.* 
Indoed  to  beabid  to  outdo  and  bully  the  whole  sucken^ 
(once  more  we  use  this  barbarous  phrase,)  in  all  ath- 
Iciic  exercises,  was  one  way  to  render  easy  the  col- 
lection of  dues  which  men  would  have  disputed  wiih 
a  less  formidable  champion.  Then,  as  to  the  defi- 
eiencies  of  the  miller's  wife,  the  dame  was  of  opi- 
nion that  they  might  be  supplied  by  the  activity  of 
the  miller's  mother.  "  I  wUl  keep  house  for  the 
jwung  folk  myself,  for  the  tower  is  grown  very  lonely," 
thought  Dame  Glendinning.  "  and  to  live  near  the 
kirk  will  be  mair  comfortable  in  my  auld  age— and 
then  Edward  may  agree  with  his  brother  about  the 
feu,  more  especially  as  he  is  a  favourite  with  the  Sub- 
Pnor,  and  then  he  may  live  in  the  auld  tower  like  his 
worthy  father  before  nim— and  wha  kens  but  Mary 
Avenel,  high- blooded  as  she  is,  may  e'en  draw  in  her 
stool  to  the  chimney-nook,  and  sit  down  here  for 
good  and  a'  7— It's  true  she  has  no  tocher,  but  the 
like  of  her  for  beauty  and  sense  ne'er  crossed  my 
e'en ;  and  I  have  kend  every  wench  in  the  Halidome 
of  St.  Mary's— ay,  and  their  mothers  that  bore 
them— ay,  she  is  a  sweet  and  a  lovely  creature  as 
ever  tied  snood  over  brown  hair— ay,  and  then,  though 
ber  uncle  keeps  her  out  of  her  am  for  the  present 
time,  yet  it  is  to  be  thought  the  gray-goose-shaft  will 
find  a  nolo  in  his  coat  of  proof,  as,  God  help  us  1  it 
has  done  in  many  a  better  man  s— And.  moreover,  if 
they  should  stand  on  their  pedigree  ana  gentle  race, 
Edward  might  say  to  them,  that  is,  to  her  gentle 
kith  and  kin,  '  whilk  o'  ye  was  her  best  friend  when 
she  came  down  the  glen  to  Glendearg'in  a  misty 
evening,  on  a  beast  mair  like  a  cuddie  than  aught 
clae7'— And  if  they  tax  him  with  churl's  blood,  Edward 
might  say,  that,  torby  the  old  proverb,  how . 
Gentle  deed 
Makes  goaUe  bleid ; 

*  The  Terse  we  bftve  chofen  for  a  motto,  it  from  a  poem  im- 
puted to  James  L  of  ScoUand.  As  for  the  Miller  who  fisuros 
^Doog  the  Canteiburjr  pilfrrims,  besides  his  sword  and  buckler, 
be  boasted  other  attributes,  ail  of  which,  but  especially  Uie  last, 
n^ow  Uiat  ho  relied  more  on  Uie  strength  of  the  outside  Uian 
Wiat  of  Uie  inside  of  his  skulL 

The  miller  was  a  stout  carl  for  the  nones, 
Full  big  ho  was  of  brawn,  and  eke  of  bonef ; 
That  proved  well,  for  wheresoe'r  he  cam. 
At  wrestlinfi  he  wold  bear  away  the  ram ; 
'•le  was  Hhurt-sboulder'd.  broad,  a  thick  gnta } 
There  u'as  no  door  that  no  n'old  heave  of  bar. 
Or  break  it  al  a  running  with  his  head,  dec. 


yet,  moreover,  there  edmes  oo  churl's  blood  from 
Glendinning  or  Brydone  j  for,  says  Edward" 

The  hoarse  voice  of  the  Miller  at  this  moment  re- 
called the  dame  from  her  reverie,  and  compelled  her 
to  remember,  that  if  ahe  meant'  to  realize  her  airy 
castle,  ahe  must  begin  by  laying  the  foundation  in 
civility  to  her  guest  and  his  daughter,  whom  she  waa 
at  that  moment  most  strangely  neglecting,  though 
her  whole  plan  turned  on  conciliating  thtir  favour 
and  good  opinion,  and  that,  in  fact,  while  arranging 
matters  for  ao  intimate  a  union'  with  her  company, 
she  was  suffering  them  to  sit  unnoticed,  and  in  iheir 

ridin^i  gonr,  na  if  about  t-  ^    t  ■  >  '  -  * 

"Aim  au  I  ir-riys  dpuit;,"  tt'EK'.i-'- 
hml  TiuE  nbQrkLtl  iUu  bt^Kinniii^  uJ  Um  hj^^ci-li,)  uii  yg 
be  ao  l>uai(d  vviih  your  nause^vife-i-kcip,  or  fl^j*;hi  tiUe^ 
why  M)iiL&  uhlI  1  will  trot  ^ur  way  down  the  gleil 
a|;:]iM  tg  Johiiiu«  Bruxmouth^s,  who  prviJC^ed  ui  righl 
kirnlly  tp  bide  with  hifii." 

-Siartin^  at  once  from  her  dream  of  marriafCH  and 
inti.Tinurrkagt-H,  niiih,  mill-lnmU,  and  bcirouii;&  Dame 
El^s'utii  fdi  for  a  momtni  Uke  the  mUk-maid  in  the 
fab|i%  wh&u  siic  ovtr&et  ihe  pitcher,  on  the  i-ontcnui 
ol  ^v  I L  ( 1 1)  Bu  n  ijiny  ijoUi  en  d  re  ai  a  s  w  v  ru  (on  ud  ed*  But 
thi'  tijuridotian  of  Damt  GluadmnlD^a  hopt^s  waa 
only  to  tiering-  ttol  overthrown,  and  sIib  liasiened  to 
re^trjK'  m  itjutuLirium.  Instciad  of  attempting  to  ac- 
cbnat  for  iiier  ab^iicti  of  mind  and  want  uf  utK^ntion 
to  Kirijufcsta,  which  sht;  inight  havJ  found  sorntdiing 
diiilLulL  shr  af)«um«;d  tlm  oHonsive,  like  an  able  ^^ 
ntf  al  when  he  finds  it  Di.cti*SBry,  by  a  bold  attack,  to 
dis^Biiiee  his  weakness. 

A  bald  dcifimalion  i^lm  tutidCj  and  a  p  a  e^^  ion  a  to 
complEiiiU  nbti  set  up  ugtiiiiEt  Ujtr  uiikimhus^  tif  hf^r 
old  IjJLiid,  who  t^oulJfor  an  instant  dotibt  iheh^arti- 
ne«MOf  hr:r  wtlcoiuetf^him  an^  to  his  hopeful  daitgh- 
ter;  and  then  to  think  of  liis  goiii^  back  to  -Tohn 
B' ■  ,\uiouth'ft,  when  (liivauld  Uiwtr  stood  vvhtrt  it  did, 
aiiii  Jmd  room  in  it  for  a  friend  ortwa  in  tb&  worst  of 
tihir  ;^— and  he  lOo  a  ni^i^IibouT  that  his  umquhiie  goa 
Bi[j  .simun,  bleasL-d  ba  hia  ctiBl,  usi-d  lo  think  Uif^ii^i 
frj(  nd  he  hud  in  the  Hhlidom*; !  And  on  she  went, 
ui^ini;  her  (^omplaint  withflO  much  stnousntsa,  that 
sin  Jind  welhiidi  inino^ed  tin  htrBt^lfas  ^ell  an  upon 
Hub  AlilEt^r,  wfia  hj]i[l  no  mind  tn  take  any  thing  ia 
du<i.n'<.}ti ;  ondus  it  »uitc!:d  hi^  plane  to  pnss  the-n^ht 
al  tilcndc^ars,  wouliJ  havti  bctn  <>(UHlly  contenustrto 
do  &.1  even  had  his  ructption  btcii  Icis  vehcmciidy 
hosnituble. 

To  all  Elspeth'fl  expoaiulntions  on  the  unkindnesq 
of  fijs  prnpoaal  to  leflv&  htir  dwelling,  he  answered 
ccnnpoaciily^  "Nay,  daniCT,  what  could  I  ttll j  yd 
mi^ja  have  had  other  g;ri si  to  iiritid.  for  ye  bok*^  ua 
if  ye  flearce  uuw  us— or  what  kntiw  I  }  ye  might  bear 
in  inlnd  the  words  Martin  and  1  had  about  ihe  last 
barley  ye  sawed— for  I  ken  dry  multurest  will  some- 
times stick  in  the  throat.  A  man  seeks  but  his  awn, 
and  yet  folk  shall  hold  him  for  both  miller  and  mil- 
ler's man,  that  is  miller  and  knave,t  all  the  country 
over." 

"Alas,  that  you  will  say  lo^  neighbour  Hob,"  saia 
Dame  Elepeth,  "or  that  Martm  should  have  had  any 
words  with  you  about  the  mill-duea !  I  will  chide 
him  roundly  for  it,  I  promise  you,  on  the  faith  of  a 
true  widow.  You  know  full  well  that  a  lone  woman 
ia  sore  put  upon  by  her  servants." 

"Nay,  dame,"  said  the  Miller,  unbuckling  the  broad 
belt  which  made  fast  his  cloak,  and  served,  at  the 
same  time,  to  suspend  by  his  side  a  swingeing  An- 
drew Ferrara,  "  bear  no  grudge  at  Martin,  for  1  bear 
none— I  take  it  on  me  as  a  thing  of  mine  office,  to 
maintain  my  right  of  multure,  lock,  and  goupen.S 
And  reaaon  good,  for,  aa  the  old  song  aaya, 

I  live  by  mjr  mill,  God  bleta  her, 
She'*  poreat,  child,  and  wife. 

t  Dry  multure*  were  a  fine,  or  eompenntion  m  money,  for  not 
gnnding  at  the  mill  of  the  thirL  It  was,  and  is,  accounted  a 
vexations  exaction. 

t  The  under  miller  is,  in  the  langnaiTB  of  thirlafe.  called  th« 
knave,  which,  indeed,  signified  orifinally  his  lad,  (faote— Ger> 
man,)  but  by  defiees  came  to  be  taken  in  a  worn  sense.  In  the 
old  translations  of  the  Bible,  Paul  is  made  to  term  himself  the 
knave  of  our  Saviour.  The  allow^ce  of  meal  taken  by  Um 
miller's  ser\-ant  was  called  knave-shjp.  ^ 

$  The  multure  was  the  refular  exanUon  for  frinding  the  meaU 
Tb^  lock,  signifyinc  o  laiall  quantitr,  and  the  goupM,  a  bandfal 
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Th«  poorotd  riot,  I  ftmboholden  te  ber  for  my  living, 
and  boand  to  stand  by  her.  as  I  say  to  mv mill-knaves, 
in  right  and  in  wrong.  And  so  should  every  honest 
fellow  stand  by  his  bread-winner.— And  so,  Mysie,  ye 
may  doff  your  cloak  since  our  neighbour  is  so  kindly 
fflad  to  see  us— why,  I  think,  we  are  as  blithe  to  see 
her— not  one  in  the  Halidome  pays  their  multures 
more  duly,  s^que^  arriage,  and  carriage,  and  mill- 
services,  used  and  wont. 

With  that  the  Miller  hung  his  ample  cloak  without 
further  ceremony  upon  a  huge  pair  of  ata«f  s  antlers, 
which  adorned  at  once  the  naked  walls  or  the  tower, 
and  served  for  what  we  vulgarly  call  cloak-pins. 

In  the  mean  time  Dame  Elspeth  assisted  to  disem- 
barrass the  damsel  whom  she  destined  for  her  future 
daughter-in-law,  of  her  hood,  mantle,  and  the  rest  of 
•er  riding  gear,  giving  her  to  bppear  as  beseemed  the 
bujcom  daughter  •f  the  wealthy  Miller,  gay  and  good- 
ly in  a  white  kirtle,  the  seams  of  which  were  em- 
tro.doned  with  green  silken  lace  or  fringe,  entwined 
with  some  silver  thread.  An  anxious  giance  did  El- 
apeth  cast  upon  the  good-humoured  face,  which  was 
Yiow  more  fully  shown  to  her.  and  waa  onlv  obsaired 
by  a  quantity  of  raven  black  hair,  which  tne  maid  of 
the  mill  had  restrained  by  a  snood  of  green  silk,  em- 
broidered with  silver,  corresponding  to  the  trimmings 
of  her  kirtle.  The  countenance  itself  was  exceedingly 
comely— the  eyes  black,  large,  and  roguishly  good- 
humoured— the  mouth  was  small— the  lips  well  form- 
ed, though  somewhat  full— the  teeth  were  pearly 
white— and  the  chin  had  a  very  seducing  dimple  in  it. 
The  form  belonging  to  this  joyous  face  was  full  and 
round,  and  firm  and  fair.  It  might  become  coarse 
and  masculine  some  years  hence,  which  is  the  com- 
mon fault  of  Scottish  beauty;  but  in  Mysie's  six- 
teenth year  she  had  the  shape  of  an  Hebe.  The  anx- 
ious Elspeth,  with  all  her  maternal  partiality,  could 
oat  help  admitting  within  herself^  that  a  better  man 
than  Halbert  might  go  farther  and  fare  worse.  She 
looked  a  little  giddy,  and  Halbert  was  not  nineteen ; 
•till  it  was  time  he  should  be  settled,  for  to  that  point 
the  dame  always  returned ;  and  here  was  an  excel- 
lent opi>ortunity. 

The  simple  cunning  of  Dame  Elroeth  nowexhaost- 
ed  itself  in  commendations  of  her  fair  guest,  from  the 
snood,  as  they  say,  to  the  single-solea  shoe.  Mysie 
listened  and  blushed  with  pleasure  for  the  first  five 
minutes ;  but^ere  ten  had  elapsed,  she  began  to  view 
the  old  lady's  compliments  rather  as  subjects  of  mirth 
than  of  vanity,  ana  was  much  more  disposed  to  laugh 
at  than  to  be  flattered  with  them,  for  Nature  had 
mingled  the  good-humour  with  which  she  had  en- 
dowed the  damsel  with  no  small  portion  of  shrewd- 
nwB.  Even  Hob  himself  began  to  tire  of  hearing  his 
daughter's  praises,  and  broke  in  with,  "  Ay^  ay,  she 
n  a  clever  quean  enough :  and,  were  she  five  years 
older,  she  shall  lay  a  loaded  sack  on  an  aver*  with 
erer  a  lass  in  the  Hdidome.  But  I  have  been  looking 
for  vour  two  sons,  dame.  Men  say  downby,  that 
HalSert's  turned  a  wild  springald,  and  that  we  may 
kave  word  of  him  firom  Westmoreland  one  moonlight 
night  or  another." 

^Ood  forbid,  my  good  neighbour^  Gk)d,  in  his 
mercy,  forbid!"  said  Dame  Glendinnmg  earnestly; 
for  it  was  touching  the  very,  key-note  of  her  appre- 
hensions, to  hint  any  probability  that  Halbert  might 
become  one  of  the  marauders  so  common  in  the  age 
and  country.  But,  fearful  of  having  betrayed  too 
much  alarm  on  the  subject,  she  immediately  added, 
**  That  though,  since  the  last  rout  at  Pinkie-cleuch, 
•he  had  been  all  of  a  tremble  when  a  gun  or  a  spear 
was  named,  or  when  men  spoke  of  fighting:  yet, 
thanks  to  God  and  Our  Lady,  her  sons  were  like  to 
live  and  die  honest  and  peaceful  tenants  to  the  Abbey, 
as  their  father  might  have  done,  but  for  that  awful 
lioatinu  which  he  went  forth  to,  with  mony  a  breve 
irian  that  never  returned." 

'\  Ye  need  not  tell  me  of  it,  dame.'  said  the  Miller, 
**  since  I  was  there  myself^  and  made  two  pair  of  legs 
(und  these  were  ikot  mine,  but  my  mare's)  worth  one 

w«re  ■dditional  mnniMliM  demanded  hj  th«  mUler,  and  vatmiit- 
MNl  to  or  reciatod  by  Uio  Budttner  n»  circtini«tai>eM  pertnittod. 
Thne  and  oUier  Mttr  domi  ware  called  in  seoeral  the  SepuU. 
*  iftr— Proparlf  a  iione  of  labour. 


pairofbandf.  t  jadgBdhowit  wooldbe,  when  Isa« 
our  host  break  ranks,  with  rushing  on  through  that 
broken  ploughed  field,  and  so  aa  they  had  made  a 
pricker  of  me,  I  eVn  pricked  off  with  myself  whilft 
the  play  was  good." 

**  Ay,  ay.  neighbour,"  said  the  dame,  "  ye  were  aye 
a  wise  and  a  wary  man ;  if  my  Simon  had  had  your 
wit,  he  might  have  been  here  to  speak  about  it  thia 
day :  but  he  was  aye  cracking  of  his  good  blood  and 
his  high  kindred,  and  less  would  not  serve  him  than 
to  bide  the  bang  to  the  last,  with  the  earls,  and 
knights,  and  squires,  that  had  no  wivea  to  greet  for 
them,  or  else  had  wjves  that  cared  not  how  soon  they 
were  widows ;  but  that  is  not  for  the  like  of  ua.  But 
touching  my  son  Halbert^  there  is  no  fear  of  him  i 
lor  if  it  shouki  be'  his  misfortune  to  be  in  the  like 
case,  he  has  the  best  pair  of  heels  in  the  Halidome^ 
and  could  run  almost  as  fast  as  your  mare  hereelt" 

"  Is  this  he^  neighbour?"  quoth  the  Miller. 

"  No."  replied  the  mother;  "  that  is  my  vornigBSt 
son,  Edwara.  who  can  read  and  write  like  the  Lori 
Abbot  himself,  if  it  were  not  a  sin  to  say  ao." 

"Ay."  said  th^  Miller;  "and  is  that  the  fxag 
clerk  the  Sub-Pnor  thinks  ao  much  of  7  they  say  he 
will  come  far  ben  that  lad :  wha  kens  but  tie  may 
come  to  be  Sub-Prior  himself?— as  broken  a  ship  hat 
come  to  land." 

**  To  be  a  Prior,  neighbour  Miller."  aaid  Kdwanl 
"  A  man  most  first  be  a  priest,  and  for  that  I  jodgel 
have  little  vocation." 

"*  He  will  take  to  the  pleng^-pettle,  neighbour,"  sttl 
the  good  dame;  **  and  so  will  Halbert  too,  I  trust.  I 
wish  you  saw  Halbert— Edward,  where  is  your  bro^ 
tber?'^ 

"  Hunting,  I  think,"  replied  Edward ;  "  at  lease 
he  left  us  this  morning  to  ioin  the  Laird  of  Colmslie 
and  his  hounds.  I  have  heard  them  baying  in  the 
glen  all  day." 

"  And  if  I  had  heard  that  music,"  said  the  Miller, 
"  it  would  have  done  my  heart  good,  ay,  and  maybe 
taken  me  two  or  three  miles  out  of  my  road.  When 
I  was  the  Miller  of  Morebattle^s  knave.  I  have  fol- 
lowed the  hounds  from  Eckford  to  the  toot  of  Hoo- 
nam-law— foMowed  them  on  foot.  Dame  Glendin- 
ning,  ay.  and  led  the  chase  when  the  Laird  of  Cess- 
ford  and  his  gay  ridere  were  all  thrown  out  by  the 
mosses  and  guls.  I  brought  the  stag  on  my  back  to 
Hounam  Cross,  when  the  dogs  had  pulled  him  down. 
I  think  I  see  the  old  gray  knight,  as  he  sate  so  upright 
on  his  strong  war-horsa  all  white  with  foam ;  ao4 
•Miller,'  aaiJ  he  to  me,  'an  thou  wilt  mm  thy  back 
on  the  mill,  and  wend  with  me,  I  will  make  a  man  of 
thee.'    But  I  chose  rather  to  abide  by  clap  and  hap*> 

F;r,  and  the  better  luck  was  mine:  for  the  proud 
ercy  caused  hang  five  of  the  Laird^s  henchmen  at 
Alnwick  for  burning  a  rickle  of  houses  some  sate 
beyond  Fowberry,  and  it  might  have  been  my  luck 
aa  well  as  another  man's." 

"Ah.  neighbour,  neighbour."  said  Dame  Glendin- 
ningi  you  were  aye  wise  and  wary ;  but  if  you  like 
huntmg,  I  must  say  Halbert's  the  lad  to  please  you. 
He  hath  all  those  fair  holiday-terma  of  nawk  and 
hound  aa  ready  in  his  mouth  as  Tom  with  the  tocP»* 
tail,  that  is  the  Lord  Abbot's  ranger." 

"  Ranges  he  not  homeward  at  dinner-time,  damei" 
demanded  the  Miller;  "  for  we  call  noon  the  dinner 
hour  at  Keunaquhair?" 

The  widow  was  forced  to  admit,  that,  even  at  this 
important  period  of  the  day,  Halbert  was  frequently 
absent ;  at  which  the  Miller  shook  his  head,  intima- 
ting, at  the  same  time,  some  allusion  to  the  proverb  of 
MacFarlane's  geese,  which  "  liked  their  play  better 
than  their  meat."t 

That  the  delay  of  dinner  might  not  increase  the 

t  A  brood  of  wild-ceear,  which  lonf  fVeqaenteri  one  of  tha 
uppennMt  iilanda  in  Loch>Loinood,  called  Ineh-Tavoe,  wan 
■uppoaed  to  have  aoroe  mjlterioufl  connexion  wiUi  the  andaot 
family  of  MacFariane  of  that  ilk.  and  it  ia  nid  wore  mrver  Mm 
afler  the  ruin  and  extinction  of  that  hooae.  The  MacParlanaa 
had  a  honm  and  ftrden  upon  that  aame  laland  of  Inch-Tareew 
Here  Jamea  VL  was,  on  one  oceaaion,  refaled  by  the  ehieflaia. 
Hif  tnajeity  had  been  previoostr  much  amoaed  by  the  fee« 
pumiinf  each  other  on  the  Loch,  fut,  whm  one  which  was 
broofht  to  table,  vmn  ftrand  to  be  touf h  and  ill  fed.  Jaroet  ch- 
aerved— "  that  MacFarlane't  geeae  liked  their  play  better  ttass 
their  meat,"  a  prorerb  whiefa  hta  been  onnent  ever  aiaco. 
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.  If  iHer  8  dispoffltioiijto  prejudge  Halbcrt,  Dame  Glen- 
luining  called  hastily  on  Mary  Avenel  to  take  the  task 
of  entertaining  Mysie  Happer,  while  she  herself  rushed 
to  the  kitchen,  and  entering  at  once  into  the  proTince 
of  Tibb  Tacket,  rummaged  among  trenchers  and 
dishes,  snatched  i)ots  from  the  fire,  and  placed  pans 
and  gridirons  on  it,  accompanying  her  own  feats  of 
personal  activity  with  such  acontmued  list  of  injunc- 
tions to  Tibb,  that  Tibb  at  length  lost  patience,  and 
paid,  "  Here  was  as  muckte  wark  about  meating  an 
auld  miller,  as  if  they  had  been  to  banquet  Uie  blood 
of  Bruce."  But  this,  as  it  was  supposed  to  be  spoken 
aside,  Dame  Glendinning  did  not  tnink  it  convenient 
k)  hear. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 
lUft  let  iM  haf«  th»  ftiead*  who  eat  mj  victnali, 
Aa  Ttrioufl  m  mjr  dishe*.— The  feut'g  iiuttrht 
Where  one  liu^  plate  predotninatea.    Joho  Plaintext, 
He  ihaU  be  roif htjr  beef,  our  Enriith  ataple  ; 
The  worUir  Alderman,  a  butter'd  dumplftif ; 
Yon  pair  or  whickor'd  Conet«,  ruffs  and  nn ; 
Their  friend  the  Dandjr,  a  freen  coow  in  sippets 
And  io  the  board  i»  spread  at  once  and  flil'd 
Ob  theaame  prinapl»-Vcrietr~New  P^. 

Akd  what  brave  lass  is  this  7"  said  Hob  Miller,  as 
Mary  Avenel  entered  the  apartment  to  supply  the 
absence  of  Dame  EHspeth  Gfendinning. 

**The  young  Lady  of  Avenel,  fainer,"  said  the 
Maid  of  the  Mill,  dropping  as  low  a  curtsy  as  her 
rustic  manners  enabled  her  to  make.  The  Miller, 
her  father,  doffed  his  bonnet,  and  made  his  reverence, 
not  altogether  so  low  perhaps  as  if  the  young  lad^ 
had  appeared  in  the  pnde  of  rank  and  riches,  yet  so 
as  to  give  high  birth  the  due  homage  which  the 
Scotch  for  a  length  of  time  scrupulously  rendered 
to  it. 

Indeed,  from  having  had  her  mother's  example 
before  her  for  so  many  years,  and  from  a  native  sense 
of  propriety  and  even  of  dignity,  Mary  Avenel  had 
acquired  a  demeanour  which  marked  her  title  to 
consideration,  and  effectually  checked  any  attempt  at 
familiarity  on  the  part  of  those  who  might  be  her 
associates  in  her  present  situation,  but  could  not  be 
well  termed  her  equaU.  She  was  by  nature  mild, 
pensive,  and  contemplative  gentle  in  disposition,  and 
most  placable  when  accidentallv  offended :  but  still 
she  WAS  of  a  retired  and  reserved  habit,  and  shunned 
to  mix  in  ordinary  sports,  even  when  the  rare  occur- 
rence of  a  fair  or  wake  gave  her  an  opportunity  of 
mingling  with  companions  of  her  own  age.  If  at 
such  scenes  she  was  seen  for  an  instant,  she  appeared 
to  behold  them  with  the  composed  indifference  of  one 
to  whom  their  gayetv  was  a  matter  of  no  interest,  and 
who  seemed  ,only  desirous  to  glide  away  from  the 
scene  as  soon  as  she  possibly  could. 

Something  also  had  transpired  concerning  her 
beine  bom  on  All-hallow  Eve,  and  the  powers  with 
which  Th«t  circumstance  was  supposed  to  invest  her 
over  the  invisible  world.  And  from  all  these  particu- 
lars combined,  the  young  men  and  women  of  the 
Halidome  used  to  distinguish  Mary  among  them- 
selves by  the  name  of  the  Spirit  of  Avenel,  as  if  the 
fair  but  fragile  form,  the  beautiful  but  rather  colour- 
less cheek,  the  dark  blue  eye,  and  the  shady  hair,  had 
belonged  rather  to  the  immaterial  than  the  substantial 
workT  The  general  tradition  of  the  White  Lady,  who 
was  supposed  to  wait  on  the  fortunes  of  the  family  of 
Avenel,  gaVe  a  sort  of  lest  to  this  piece  of  rural  wit 
It  gave  great  offence,  however,  to  the  two  sons  of 
Simon  Olendinning;  and  when  the  expression  was 
hi  their  presence  applied  to  the  young  lady,  Edward 
was  wont  to  check  the  petulance  of  those  who  used 
it  by  strength  of  argument,  and  Halbert  by  strength 
%k  arm.  In  such  cases  Halbert  had  this  advantage, 
that  although  he  could  render  no  aid  to  his  brothers 
siKument,  yet  when  circumstances  required  it,  he  was 
sure  to  have  that  of  Edward,  who  never  indeed  him- 
self commenced  a  fhiy,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  did 
not  testify  any  reluctance  to  enter  into  combat  in 
Ualbert^s  behalf,  or  in  his  rescue. 

But  the  zealous  attachment  of  the  two  youths, 

being  themselves,  IVtim  the  retired  situation  in  which 

ley  dwdt  oomparaiivo  atvsngers  in  the  Halidome, 
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^  not  serve  in  anydagrae  Io  alter  lbs  feelings  of  \im 
inhabitants  towards  me  ymmg  lady,  who  aeemed  to 
have  dropped  amongst  them  from  another  sphere  (A 
life.  Still,  however,  she  was  regarded  with  respect^ 
if  not  with  fondness ;  and  the  attention  of  the  Sub- 
Prior  to  the  familv,  not  to  mention  the  formidable 
name  of  Julian  Avenel,  which  every  new  incident  of 
those  tumultuous  tinfes  tended  to  render  morefamousi 
attached  to  his  niece  a  certain  importance.  I'hus 
some  aspired  to  her  acquaintance  out  of  pride,  while 
the  more  timid  of  the  ieuars  were  anxious  to  inculcate 
upon  their  children,  the  necessity  of  being  respectful 
to  the  noble  orphan.  So  that  Mary  Avenet  littls 
loved  because  htde  known,  was  reigarded  with  ft 
mysterious  awe,  pardy  derived  from  fear  of  her 
uncle's  mosstroopers,  and  partly  from  her  own  re- 
tired and  distant  habits,  enhanced  by  the  superstitioua 
opinions  of  the  time  and  country. 

It  was  not  without  some  portion  of  ihia  awe,  that 
Mysie  felt  herself  left  alone  m  company  with  a  young 
person  so  distant  in  rank,  and  so  different  in  bearing, 
from  herself;  for  her  worthy  father  had  taken  the  first- 
opportunity  to  step  out  unobserved,  in  order  to  01  ar^ 
how  the  bam-yanl  was  filled,  and  what  prospect  it 
afforded  of  gnst  to  the  mill.  In  youth,  however, 
there  is  a  sort  of  free-masonry,  wliicn,  without  much 
conversation,  teaches  young  persons  to  estimate  each 
other's  character,  and  places  them  at  ease  on  th« 
shortest  acquaintance.  It  is  only  when  taught  deceit 
by  the  commerce  of  the  world^  that  we  learn  to  shroud 
our  character  from  observation,  and  to  disguise  our 
real  sentiments  firom  those  with  whom  we  are  placed 
in  communion. 

Accordingly,  the  two  young  women  were  soon  en- 
gaged in  such  objeets  of  interest  as  beat  became  their 
age.  They  visited  Mary  Avenel's  pigeons,  which  sh* 
nursed  with  the  tenderness  of  a  mother ;  they  turned 
over  her  slender  stores  of  finery,  which  yet  contained 
some  articles  that  excited  the  respect  01  her  compa- 
nion, though  Mysie  was  too  good-humoured  to  nou- 
rish envy.  A  golden  rosary,  and  some  female  orna- 
ments markins  superior  rank,  had  been  rescued  in 
the  moment  of  their  utmost  adversity,  more  by  Tibb 
Tacket' 8  presence  of  mind,  than  by  the  care  of  their 
owner,  who  was  at  that  sad  period  too  much  sunk  in 
grief  to  pay  any  attention  to  such  circunistances. 
They  struck  Mysie  with  a  deep  impression  of  venera- 
tion} for,  excepting  what  the  Lord  Abbot  and  ths 
convent  might  possessL  she  did  not  believe  there  was 
so  much  real  gold  in  the  world  as  was  exhibited  in 
these  few  trinkets,  and  Mary,  howevvnr  sage  and  se- 
rious, was  not  above  being  pleased  witn  the  admira- 
tion of  her  rustic  companion. 

Nothing,  indeed,  could  exhibit  a  stronger  contrast 
than  the  appearance  of  the  two  girls  ^-the  good- 
humoured  laughter-loving  countenance  of  the  Maid 
of  the  Mill,  who  stood  gazing  with  unrepressed  asto- 
nishment on  whatever  was  m  her  inexoerienced  eye 
rare  and  costly,  and  with  an  humble,  aoa  at  the  same 
time  cheerful  acquiescence  in  her  inferiority,  asking 
all  the  little  queries  about  the  use  and  value  of  tba 
ornaments,  wnile  Mary  Avenel,  with  her  quiet  com- 
posed dignity  and  placidity  of  manner,  produced  them 
one^  after  another  for  the  amusement  of  her  com 
pan  ion. 

As  they4)ecame  gradually  more  familiar,  Mysie  of 
the  Mill  was  just  venturing  to  ask,  why  Mary  Avenel 
never  appeared  at  the  May-poie,  and  to  express  her 
wonder  when  the  young  lady  said  she  disliked  dan* 
cing,  when  a  tramming  of  horses  at  the  gate  of  the 
tower  interrupted  their  conversation. 

Mysie  flew  to  the  shot-window  in  thft  full  ardour 
of  unrestrained  female  curiosity.  "Saint  Mary  I 
Bweet  lady!  here  come  two  well-mounted  gallants } 
will  you  step  this  way  to  look  at  them  7" 

"No,"  said  Mary  Avenel«  ** you  shall  tell  me  who 
they  are." 

**^WelL  if  you  like  it  better,"  said  Mysie— "but 
how  shall  I  know  them?— Stay,  I  do  know  one  of 
them,  and  so  do  yon.  lady ;  he  ia  a  blithe  man  some- 
what light  of  hand  they  say,  but  thegallants  of  these 
days  think  no  great  harm  of  that.  ^  He  is  your  uncle'a 
henchman,  that  they  call  Christie  of  the  Clinthill  1 
and  he  has  not  his  old  green  ferkin  and  tlie  rustv 
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blaok-Jaok  over  it,  but  a  seaHet  cloak,  laid  down 
with  ailver  lae^ three  inches  broad,  and  a  breastplate 

Sou  might  see  to  dreea  your  hair  in,  as  well  as  in  that 
eeking  glass  in  the  ivory  frame  that  you  showed  me 
even  now.  Come,  dear  lady,  some  to  the  shot-win- 
dow and  see  him." 

"  If  it  be  the  man  you  mean,  Mytie,"  replied  the 
•rphan  of  Avenel,  **  I  shall  see  him  soon  enough, 
considnring  either  the  pleasure  or  comfort  the  sight 
will  give  me." 

"  Nay,  but  if  you  will  not  come  to  see  gay  Chris- 
tie," replied  the  Maid  of  the  Mill,  her  face  flushed  with 
eager  curiosity,  "  come  and  tell  me  who  the  gallant 
it  that  is  with  him,  the  handsomest,^  the  very  love- 
somest  young  man  I  ever  saw  with  sight." 

•*Itis  my  foster-brother^  Halbert  Glendinning," 
Mid  Mary,  with  apparent  mdificrence ;  for  she  had 
been  accustomed  to  call  the  sons  of  Elspeth  her  fos- 
ter-brethren, and  to  live  with  them  as  if  they  had 
been  her  brothers  in  earnest 

"  Nay,  by  Our  Lady,  that  it  is  not,"  said  Mysie ; 
**!  know  the  favour  of  both  the  Glendinnings  well, 
and  I  think  this  rider  be  not  of  our  country.  Hp  has 
H  crimson  velvet  bonnet,  and  lon^  brown  hair  falling 
down  under  it.  and  a  beard  on  his  upper  lip,  and  his 
chin  clean  and  close  shaved,  save  a  small  patch  on 
the  point  of  it,  and  a  sky-blue  jerkin,  slashed  and  lined 
with  white  satin,  and  trunk-hose  to  suit,  and  no  wca- 

rm  but  a  rapier  and  dagger-Well,  if  I  was  a  man, 
would  never  wear  weapon  but  the  rapier !  it  is  so 
slender  and  becoming,  instead  of  having  a  cart-load 
of  iron  at  my  back,  like  my  father's  broadsword,  with 
its  great  rusty  basket-hilt.  Do  you  not  delight  m  the 
rap)er  and  poniard,  lady?" 

"  The  best  sword,"  answered  Mary,  "  if  I  inust 
Deeds  answer  a  question  of  the  sort^  is  that  which  is 
drawn  in  the  best  cause,  and  which  is  best  used  when 
it  is  out  of  the  scabbard." 

"  But  can  you  not  guess  who  this  stranger  should 
bel"  said  Mysie. 

"  Indeed.  I  cannot  even  attempt  it ;  but  to  iudge 
by  his  companion,  it  is  no  matter  how  little  ne  is 
known,"  replied  Mary. 

"  My  benison  on  his  bonny  face,"  said  Mysie,  "  if 
he  is  not  going  to  alight  here !  Now,  I  am  as  much 
pleased  as  if  my  father  ha*l  given  me  the  silver  ear- 
rings he  has  promised  me  so  often ;— nay,  you  had  as 
well  come  to  the  window,  for  you  must  .ioe  hihi  by 
and  by,  whether  you  will  or  not." 

I  do  not  know  how  much  sooner  Mary  Avenel 
might  have  sought  the  point  of  observation,  if  she 
had  not  been  scared  from  it  by  the  unrestrained  curi- 
osity expressed  by  her  buxom  friend ;  but  at  length 
the  same  feeling  prevailed  over  her  sense  of  dignity, 
and  satisfied  with  having  displayed  nil  the  indilTer- 
ence  that  was  necessary  m  point  of  decorum,  she  no 
lonjrer  thought  herself  bound  to  restrain  her  curiosity. 

Prom  the  out-shot  or  projecting  window  she  could 
perceive,  that  Christie  ot  the  Clin  thill  was  attended 
on  the  present  occasion  bv  a  very  gay  and  gallant  ca- 
valier, who,  from  the  nooleness  of  nis  countenance 
and  manner,  his  rich  and  handsome  dress,  and  the 
showy  appearance  of  his  horse  and  furniture,  must, 
she  agreed  with  her  new  friend,  be  a  person  of  some 
consequence. 

Christie  also  seemed  conscious  of  something,  which 
made  him  call  out  with  more  than  his  usual  insolence 
of  manner,  "What,  ho!  so  hoi  the  house!  Churl 
peasants,  will  no  one  answer  when  I  calll— Ho! 
Martin,— Tibb,— Dame  Glendinning!— a  murrain  on 
you,  must  w^  stand  keeping  our  horses  in  the  cold 
here,  and  they  steaming  with  heat,  when  we  have 
ridden  so  sharply  ?" 

At  length  he  was  obeyed,  and  old  Martin  made  his 
appenrance.  "  Ha !"  said  Christie,  **  art  thou  there, 
Old  Truepenny?  here,  stable  me  these  steeds,  and 
■ee  them  well  bedded,  and  stretch  thine  old  litnbs  by 
rubbing  them  (Jown ;  and  see  thou  quit  not  the  stable 
till  there  is  not  a  turned  hair  on  either  of  them." 

Martin  took  the  horses  to  the  stiible  as  command- 
ed, but  suppressed  not  his  indignation  a  moment  afrer 
he  wuid  vent  it  with  safety.  "  Would  not  any  one 
!h;iik,'  he  s?'d  to  Jasper,  an  old  ploughman,  who, 
«i  oommg  to  hi»  aasistancei  bad  heard  Christic'R  im- 


perious injnnctions,  **  that  this  loon,  this  Chnatie  oC 
the  Clinthill,  was  laird  or  lord  at  least  of  him  7  ICo 
such  thing,  man !  I  remember  him  a  little  dirty  tora- 
spit  boy  in  the  house  of  Avenel,  that  every  body  ia 
a  frosty  morning  like  this  warmed  his  nngers  by 
kicking  or  cuffing !  and  ribw  he  is  a  gentleman,  and 
swears,  d— n  him  and  renounce  him,  as  if  the  gentle- 
men could  not  so  much  as  keep  their  own  wickod- 
ness  to  themselves,  without  the  like  of  him  going  to 
hell  in  their  very  company,  and  by  the  same  road.  I 
have  as  much  a  mind  as  ever  I  had  to  my  dinner,  to 
go  back  and  tell  him  to  sort  his  horse  himself,  siner 
He  is  as  able  as  I  am." 

"  Hout  tout,  man !"  answered  Jasper,  "  kerp  a  calm 
iough ;  better  to  fleech  a  fool  than  fight  with  him." 

Martin  acknowledged  the  truth  of  the  proverb,  and, 
much  comforted  therewith,  betook  himself  to  dean- 
ing  the  stranger's  horse  with 


„  jt  assiduity,  remark- 

ing, it  was  a  pleasure  to  handle  a  handsome  nag,  and 
turned  over  the  other  to  the  charge  of  Jasper.  Not 
was  it  until  Christie's  commands  were  literally  eom- 

filied  with,  that  he  deemed  it  proper,  after  fitting  ab- 
utions,  to  join  the  party  in  the  spence ;  not  for  thr 
purpose  of  waiting  upon  them,  as  a  mero  modem 
reader  might  possibly  exp«ct,  but  that  he  might  hsve 
his  share  of  dinner  in  their  company. 

In  the  meanwhile  Christie  had  presented  bis  com- 
panion to  Dame  Glendinning  as  Sir  Piercic  Shafroo, 
a  friend  of  hia  and  of  his  master,  come  to  spend  tbtes 
or  four  days  with  little  din  in  the  tower.  The  good 
dame  could  not  conceive  how  she  was  entitled  to 
such  an  honour,  and  would  fain  have  pleaded  her 
want  of  every  sort  of  convenience  to  entertain  a  gncsi 
of  that  quality.  But,  indeed,  the  visiter,  when  he  cast 
his  eyes  round  the  bare  walls,  eyed  the  huge  black 
chimney,  scrutinized  the  meagre  and  broken  fumi* 
ture  of  the  apartment,  and  beheld  the  embarrassment 
of  the  mistress  of  the  family,  intimated  ^reat  rehie- 
tance  to  intrude  upon  Dame  Glendinning  a  visit 
which  could  scarce,  from  all  appearances,  prove 
otherwise  than  an  mconvenieoce  to  her,  and  a  pea 
ance  to  himself. 

But  the  reluctant  hostess  and  her  guest  had  to  do 
with  an  inexorable  man,  who  silenced  all  expostula- 
tion with,  "  such  was  his  master's  pleasure.  And. 
moreover,"  he  continued,  "  though  the  Baron  of 
Avencl's  will  must,  and  ought  to  prove  law  to  all 
within  ten  miles  around  him,  yet  here  dame,"  he  said, 
"  is  a  letter  from  your  petticoaled  baron,  the  lord- 
priest  yonder,  who  enjoins  you,  as  von  regard  bis 
pleasure,  that  you  afford  to  tma  good  kni^^ht  such  de- 
cent accommodation  as  is  in  your  power,  sufiering 
him  to  live  as  privately  as  he  shall  desire.— And  lor 
you.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,"  continued  Christie,  **  ?os 
will  judge  for  yourself,  whether  secrecy  and  stfetr 
is  not  more  your  object  even  now,  than  soft  beds  sod 
high  cheer.  And  do  not  judge  of  the  dame's  eoodi 
by  th6  semblance  of  her  cottage ;  lor  you  will  mt 
by  the  dinner  she  is  about  to  spread  for  us,  that  ti« 
vassal  of  the  kirk  is  seldom  found  with  her  basket 
bare."  To  Mary  Avenel  Christie  presen  ted  the  strui* 
ger,  after  the  best  fashion  he  could,  as  to  the  niece  d 
his  master  the  Baron. 

While  he  thus  laboured  to  reconcile  Sir  Piereii 
Shafton  to  his  fate,  the  widow  having  consulted  be: 
son  Edward  on  the  real  import  of  the  Lord  Abbot*! 
injunction,  and  having  found  that  Christie  had  gives 
a  true  exposition,  saw  nothing  else  left  for  h^  boi 
to  make  that  fate  as  easy  as  she  could  to  the  stranger 
He  himself  also  seemed  reconciled  to  his  lot  by  sonN 
feeling  probably  of  strong  necessity,  and  acotpted 
with  a  good  grace  the  hospitality  which  the  dami 
offered  with  a  very  indifferent  one. 

In  fact,  the  dinner,  which  soon  smoked  before  tbf 
assembled  guests,  was  of  that  substantial  kind  whick 
warrants  plenty  and  oomfort  Dame  Qlendinnioi 
had  cooked  it  after  her  best  manners  and  delighted 
with  the  hsndsome  appearance  which  her  good  cbetf 
made  when  placed  on  the  table,  forgot  both  her  plaiu 
and  the  vexations  which  intsrrvptod  them,  in  the 
hospitable  duty  of  pressing  her  aasemUed  visiten  to 
eat  and  drink,  watching  every  trsndrar  as  it  waiso 
empty,  and  loading  it  mtk  frssh  Mpidias  «ie  lh»gam» 
coiuo  utter  a  negativs. 
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In  the  meanwhile,  the  company  attentively  re- 
garded each  other's  motions,  and  seemed  endeavour- 
ing to  form  a  judgment  of  each  other's  character. 
Sir  Piercie  Shafton  condescended  to  fipeak  to  no  one 
but  to  Mary  Avenel,  and  on  her  he  conferred  exactly 
the  same  familiar  and  compassionate,  though  some- 
what scornful  sort  of  attention,  which  a  pretty  fellow 
of  these  days  will  sometimes  condescend  to  bestow 
on  a  country  miss,  when  there  is  no  prettier  or  more 
fashionable  woman  present.  The  manner  indeed  was 
difTerent- for  the  etiquette  of  those  times  did  not  per- 
mit Sir  Piercie  Shafton  to  pick  his  teeth,  or  to  vawn, 
or  to  gabble  like  the  beggar  whose  tongue  (as  he 
8&>*sVwas  cut  out  by  the  Tiirks,  or  to  affect  deafness 
or  blindness,  or  any  other  infirmity  of  me  organs. 
But  though  the  embroidery  of  his  conversation  was 
difie^nt,  the  groundwork  was  the  same,  and  the 
high-flown  and  ornate  compliments  with  which  the 
gallant  knight  of  the  sixteenth  century  interlarded  his 
conversation,  were  as  much  the  offspring  of  egotism 
and  aelf-conceit,  as  the  Jargon  of  the  coxcombs  of 
our  own  davs. 

The  English  knight  wasi,  however,  something 
daunted  at  finding  that  Mary  Avenel  listened  with 
an  air  of  indifference,  and  answered  with  wonderful 
brevity,  to  all  the  fine  things  which  ought,  as  he  con- 
ceived, to  have  dazzled  her  with  their  brilliancy^  and 
puzzled  her  by  their  obscurity.  But  if  Jie  was  disap- 
pointed in  making  the  desired,  or  ratlier  the  expected 
impresaion«  upon  her  whom  he  addressed,  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton*8  discourse  was  marvellous  in  tlie  ears  of 
Mysie  the  Miller's  daughter,  and  not  the  less  so  that 
she  did  not  comprehend  the  meaning  of  a  single  word 
which  he  uttered.  Indeed,  the  gallant  knight's  lan- 
gnage  was  far  too  courtly  to  be  understood  by  persons 
of  much  greater  acuteness  than  Mysie's. 

It  was  about  this  period,  that  the  "only  rare  poet 
of  his  time,  the  witty,  comical,  facetiously-quick,  and 
quickly- facetious  John  Lylly— he  that  sate  at  Apol- 
lo's taole,  and  to  whom  Pnoebus  cave  a  wreath  of 
his  own  bavs  without  snatching'.*— he,  in  short. 
who  wrote  that  singularly  coxcomical  work,  called 
Euphvuh  and  hU  England^  was  in  the  very  zenith 
of  his  absurdity  and  reputation.  The  quaint,  forced, 
nnri  unnatural  style  which  he  introduced  by  his 
**  Anatomy  of  Wit,"  had  a  fashion  as  rapid  as  it  was 
momentary— all  the  court  ladies  were  his  scholars, 
and  to  parler  EuphuistrUy  was  as  necessary  a  quali- 
fication to  a  courtly  gallant,  as  those  of  understand- 
ina  how  to  use  his  rapier,  or  to  dance  a  measure. 

It  was  no  wonder  that  the  Maid  of  the  Mill  was 
soon  as  effectually  blinded  by  the  intricacies  of  this 
erudite  and  courtw  style  of  conversation,  as  she  had 
ever  been  by  the  dust  of  her  father's  own  mealsacks. 
But  there  sne  sate  with  her  mouth  and  eyes  as  ojoen 
as  the  mill-door  and  the  two  windows,  snowing 
teeth  as  white  as  her  father's  bolted  flour,  and  endea- 
vouring to  secure  a  word  or  two  for  her  own  f\iiure 
use  oat  of  the  peaiis  of  rhetoric  which  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton  scattered  around  him  with  such  bounteous 
profusion. 

For  the  male  part  of  the  company,  Edward  felt 
ashamed  of  his  own  manner  and  slowness  of  speech, 
when  he  observed  the  handsome  young  courtier, 
vtriih  an  ease  and  volubility  of  which  he  had  no  con- 
ception, run  over  all  the  commonplace  topics  of  high- 
flown  gallantry.  It  is  true,  the  good  sense  and  natu- 
ral taste  of  young  Glendinnlng  soon  informed  him 
that  the  gallant  cavalier  was  speaking  nonsense. 
But,  alas!  where  is  the  man  of  modest  merit,  and 
real  talent,  who  has  not  suffered  fi:om  being  outshone 
n  conversation,  and  outstripped  in  ihe  race  of  life, 
or  men  of  less  reserve,  and  of  qualities  more  showy, 
though  less  substantial  1  and  well  constituted  must 
the  roind  be,  that  can  yield  up  the  prize  without  envy 
to  competitors  more  worthy  than  himself. 

Bdword  Glendinnlng  had  no  such  philosophy. 
While  he  despised  the  jargon  of  the  gay  cavalier,  he 
envied  the  facility  with  which  he  could  run  on,  as 

•  Aaeh  md  jnut  moreextmra^nr  urn  tho  eomplimenta  paid  to 
UiH  attthor  bf  liis  editor  Blount  NotwitlMtandinf  nil  oxaf fo* 
mtiott,  LjrUr  wm  maUjr  a  mao  of  wit  ami  tmatioatio,!,  Dioujrli 
both  woni  daformcd  bj  Vbm  oKMt  uiwatiua]  afibotatioa  Uiat«vw 


well  as  the  conrtly  grace  of  hifl  tone  and  expressiou 
and  the  perfect  ease  and  elegance  with  which  he 
offered  all  th^  little  acts  of  politeness  to  which  the 
duties  of  the  table  gave  opportunity.  And  if  I  am  to 
epeak  tnith,  I  must  own  that  he  envied  those  qualities 
the  more,  as  they  were  all  exercised  in  MaryAvenel's 
service,^and,  altnough  ouly  so  far  accepted  as  they 
could  not  be  refused,  intimated  a  wish  on  the  stranger's 
part  to  place  himself  in  her  good  graces,  as  the  only 
person  m  the  room  to  whom  he  thought  it  worth 
while  to  recommend  himself.  His  tule,  rank,  and 
very  handsome  fi^re.  together  with  some  sparks  of. 
wit  and  spirit  which  flashed  across  the  cloud  of  non- 
sense w^hich  he  uttered,  rendered  him,  as  the  wonls 
of  the  old  song  say,  "  a  lad  for  a  lady's  viewing:"  so 
that  poor  Eklward,  with  all  his  real  worth  and  ac- 
quired knowledge,  m  his  home-^un  doublet,  blue  can, 
and  deer-skin  trowsers,  looked  like  a  clown  beside 
the  courtier,  and.  feeling  the  full  inferiority,  nourished 
no  good  will  to  him  by  whom  he  was  eclipsed. 

Christie,  on  the  other  hand,  so  soon  as  he  had  satis- 
fied to  the  f\ill  a  commodious  appetite,  by  means  of 
which  persons  of  his  profession  could,  like  the  wolt 
and  eagle,  gorge  themselves  with  as  much  food  at 
one  meal  as  mfght  serve  them  for  several  days,  began 
also  to  feel  hinifelf  more  in  the  back-grounu  than  he 
liked  to  he.  This  worthy  had,  amoncsi  his  other 
good  qualities,  an  excellent  opinion  of  fiimself;  and. 
being  of  a  bold  and  forward  disposition,  had  no  mind 
to  be  thrown  into  the  shade  by  any  one.  With  that 
impudent  familiarity  which  such  persona  mi5«!ake  for 
graceful  ease,  he  broke  in  upon  the  knight's  fint^t 
epoeches  with  as  little  remorse  as  he  would  have 
driven  the  point  of  his  lance  through  a  laced  doublet. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  a  man  of  rank  and  high  birth, 
by  no  means  encoura»sd  or  endured  this  familiarity, 
and  requited  the  intruder  either  with  total  neglect,  or 
such  laconic  replies,  as  intimated  a  sovereign  con- 
tempt for  the  rude  spearman,  who  affected  to  con- 
verse with  him  upon  terms  of  egualiiy. 

The^  Miller  held  his  peace)  for,  as  his  usual  con- 
versation turned  chiefly  on  his  clapper  and  toll-dish, 
he  had  no  mind  to  brag  of  his  wealth  in  presenc**  (»f 
Christie  of  the  Clinthili,  or  to  intrude  his  discourse 
on  the  English  cavalier. 

A  little  specimen  of  the  conversation  may  not  be 
out  of  place,  were  it  but  to  show  young  ladies  what 
fine  tbmgs  they  have  lost  by  Uving  when  Euphuism 
is  out  of  fashion. 

"  Credit  me,  fairest  lady,"  said  the  knight,  "  that 
such  is  the  cunning  of  our  English  courtiers  of  the 
hodiernal  strain,  that,  as  they  have  infinitely  reiined 
upon  the  plain  and  rusticial  discourse  of  our  fathcri^ 
which,  as  I  may  say,  more  beseemed  the  mouths  of 
country  roisterers  in  a  May-game  than  that  of  courtly 
gallants  in  a  galliard,  so  I  hold  it  ineffably  and  un- 
utterably impossible,  that  those  who  may  succeed  us 
in  that  garden  of  wit  and  courtesy  shall  alter  or  amend 
it.  Venus  delighteth  but  in  the  language  of  Mercury 
Bucephalus  wul  stoop  to  no  one  but  Alexander,  none 
can  sound  Apollo's  pipe  but  Orpheus." 

"Valiant  sir,"  said  Mary^who  could  scarce  help 
laughing,  **  we  have  but  to  rejoice  in  the  chance  which 
hath  honoured  this  solitude  with  a  glimpse  of  the  sun 
of  courtesy,  though  it  rather  blin(M  than  enlightens 
us." 

*•  Pretty  and  quaint,  fairest  lady,"  answered  the 
Euphuist.    "  Ah,  that  I  had  with  me  my  Anatomy  of 
Wit— that  all-to-be-uqj)aralleIed  volume— that  quin- 
tessence of  human  wit— that  treasury  of  quaint  in 
vention— that  exquisitely-pleasant- to-read,  and  inevi- 
tably-necessary-to-be-remembered manual  of  nil  that 
is  worthy  to  be  known—which  indoctrines  the  rude, 
in  civility,  the  dull  in  intellectuality,  the  heavy  in  Jo- 
cosity, the  blunt  in  gentility,  the  vulgar  in  nobility, 
and  all  of  them  in  that  unutterable  perfection  of  hu- 
man utterance,  that  eloquence  which  no  other  elo 
quence  is  sufficient  to  praise,  that  art  which,  when 
we  call  it  by  its  own  name  ot  Euphuism,  we  bestow 
on  it  its  richest  panegyric." 

/•  By  Saint  Mary,'*  said  Chnstie  of  the  Clinthili, 
**  if  your  worship  had  told  me  that  you  had  left  such 
stores  of  wealth  as  you  talk  of  at  Prudhoe  CastW, 
Long  Dickie  tnd  I  would  hive  had  them  off  will  oe 
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if  man  and  horse  coold  have  carried  tbem ;  but  you 
tola  us  of  no  treasure  I  wot  of,  save  the  silver  tongs 
for  turning  up  your  mustachoes." 

Theknighi  treated  this  intruder's  mistake— for  cer- 
tainly Christie  had  no  idea  that  all  these  epithets 
which  sounded  so  rich  and  splendid,  were  lavished 
upon  a  small  quarto  volume— with  a  stare,  and  then 
turning  again  to  Mary  Avenel,  the  only  person  whom 
he  thought  worthy  to  address,  he  proceeded  in  his 
strain  of  high-flown  oratory.  "  Even  thus,"  said  he, 
" do  hogs  contemn  the  splendour  of  Oriental  pearls; 
even  thus  are  the  delicacies  of  a  choice  repast  m  vain 
offered  to  the  long-eared  grazier  of  the  common,  who 
turneth  from  them  to  devour  a  thistle.  Surely  as  idle 
is  it  to  pour  forth  the  treasures  of  oratory  before  the 
eyes  of  the  ignorant,  and  to  spread  thedamties  of  the 
iiitellectual  banquet  before  those  who  are,  morallv 
and  metnphysically  speaking,  no  better  than  asses." 

**  Sir  Knight,  since  that  is  your  quality,"  said  Ekl- 
ward,  "  we  cannot  strive  with  you  in  loftmess  of  lan- 
guage ;  but  I  pray  you  in  fair  courtesy,  while  you  ho- 
nour my  father's  house  with  your  presence,  to  spare 
at  such  vile  comparisons." 

"  Peace,  good  villagio,"  said  the  knight,  gracefully 
waving  his  tiand,  "  I  prithee  peace,  kind  rustic ;  and 
you,  my  ^uide,  whom  I  msy  scarce  call  honest,  let 
me  orevailupon  you  to  imitate  the  laudable  taciturnity 
of  that  honest  yeoman,  who  sits  as  mute  as  a  mill- 
post,  and  of  that  comely  damsel,  who  seems  as  with 
her  ears  she  drank  in  what  she  did  not  altogether 
comprehend,  even  as  a  palfrey  listeneth  to  a  lute, 
whereof^  howsoever,  he  knoweth  not  the  gamut." 

"Marvellous  fine  words,"  at  length  said  Dame 
Glendinning,  who  began  to  be  tired  of  sitting  so  long 
silent,  '*  marvellous  fine  words,  neighbour  Happer, 
are  they  not  1" 

"  Brave  words— very  brave  words— very  exceeding 
pyct  words,"  answered  the  Miller ;  "  nevertheless,  to 
speak  my  mind,  a  lippy  of  bran  were  worth  a  bushel 
o^  them.^' 

"  I  think  so  toa  under  his  worship's  favour,"  an- 
swered Christie  of  the  Clinthill.  "  I  well  remember 
that  at  the  race  of  Morham.  as  we  called  it,  near  Ber- 
wick, I  took  a  young  southern  fellow  out  of  saddle 
with  my  lance,  and  cast  him,  it  might  be,  a  gad's 
length  from  his  nag:  and  so.  as  he  had  some  gold 
on  his  laced  doublet,  I  deemed  he  might  ha'  the  like 
on  it  in  his  pocket  too,  though  that  is  a  rule  that  does 
not  aye  hold  good— So  I  was  speaking  to  him  of  ran- 
som, and  out  he  comes  with  a  handful  of  such  terms 
as  his  honour  there  hath  gleaned  up,  and  craved  me  for 
mercy,  as  1  was  a  true  son  of  Mars,  and  such  like." 

"  And  obtained  no  mercy  at  thy  hand,  I  dare  be 
sworn,"  said  the  knight  who  deigned  not  to  speak 
Euphuism  excepting  to  the  fair  sex. 

*^By  my  troggs,'^replied  Christie,  "I  would  have 
thrust  my  lance  down  his  throat,  but  just  then  the/ 
flung  open  that  accursed  postern  gate,  and  forth 
pricked  old  Hunsdon,  and  Henry  Carey,  and  as  many 
fellows  at  their  heels  as  turned  the  chace  northward 
again.  So  1  e'en  pricked  Bayard  with  the  spur,  and 
wont  off  with  thereat;  for  a  man  should  ride  when 
be  may  not  wrestle,  as  they  say  in  TyncNdale." 

"Trust  me,"  said  the  knight,  again  turning  to 
Mary  Avenel,  "  if  I  do  not  pity  you,  lady,  who,  being 
of  noble  blood,  are  thus  in  a  manner  compelled  to 
abide  in  the  cottage  of  the  ignorant,  like  the  precious 
stohe  in  the  head  of  a  toad,  or  like  a  precious  garland 
on  the  brow  of  an  ass.— But  soft,  what  galUnt  have 
we  here,  whose  garb  savoureth  more  of  the  rustic 
than  doth  his  demeanour,  and  whose  looks  seem 
more  lofty  than  his  habit?  even  as" 

"  I  pray  yon,  Sir  Knight,"  said  Mary,  "  to  spare 
your  courtly  similitudes  for  refined  ears,  and  give  me 
leave  to  name  unto  you  my  foster-brother,  Halbert 
Glendinning." 

"  The  son  of  the  good  dame  of  the  cottage,  as  I 
opine,"  answered  the  English  knight ;  "for  by  some 
tuch  name  did  my  guide  discriminate  the  mistress  of 
ihis  mansion,  which  you.  madam  enrich  with  your 
oresonce.- -And  yet^  touching  this  jnvenal,  he  oath 
5ha*  about  him  which  belongeth  to  higher  birth,  for 
all  are  not  Mack  who  dig  conls" 

•  •  Nor  all  whiu*  wli^  are  millers,". said  hoao^tHap. 


per,  glad  to  get  in  a  vord,  as  tbejr  say,  edf^ewayt. 

Halbert,  who  had  sustained  the  glance  of  f he  Ed9> 
lishman  with  some  impatience,  ana  knew  not  what  H 
make  of  his  manner  and  language,  replied  with  soma 
asperity,  "  Sir  Knight,  we  have  m  this  land  of  Scot- 
land an  ancient  saying, '  Scorn  not  the  bush  that 
bields  you'— you  are  a  guest  in  my  father's  house  to 
shelter  you  from  danger,  if  I  am  rightly  informed  by 
the  domestics.  Scoff  not  its  homeliness  or  that  d 
its  inmates— ye  might  long  have  abidden  at  the  court 
of  England^  ere  we  had  sought  your  favour  or  cum- 
bered you  with  our  society.  Since  your  fate  has  sent 
you  hither  amongst  us,  be  contented  with  such  fare 
and  such  converse  as  we  can  afford  yon,  and  sooni 
us  not  for  our  kindness ;  for  the  Scots  wear  abort 
patience  and  long  daggers." 

All  eyes  were  turned  on  Halbert  while  he  was  lh«s 
speaking,  and  there  was  a  general  feeling  that  bia 
countenance  had  an  expression  of  intelligence,  and 
his  person  an  air  of  dignity,  which  'hey  had  newer 
before  observed.  Whether  it  were  thai  the  wondff- 
ful  Being  with  whom  he  had  so  lately  held  commv 
nication.  had  bestowed  on  him  a  grace  anddigni^ol 
look  and  bearing  which  he  had  not  before,  or  whether 
the  being  conversant  in  high  matters,  ana  called  to  a 
destiny  beyond  that  of  other  men,  had  a  natural  efect 
in  giving  becoming  confidence  to  his  langua^  and 
manner,  we  pretend  not  to  determine.  But  it  was 
evident  to  all,  that,  from  this  day,  young  Halbert  was 
an  altered  man  ;  that  he  acted  with  the  steadiness, 
promptitude,  and  determination,  which  l^looged  t« 
riper  years,  and  bore  himself  with  a  manner  which 
appertained  to  higher  rank. 

The  knight  took  the  rebuke  with  good  humoar. 
"  By  mine  honour,"  he  said,  "  thou  hast  reason  an 
thy  side,  good  juvenal— nevertheless,  I  spoke  not  m 
in  the  ridicule  of  the  roof  which  relieves  me,  but  ra- 
ther in  your  own  praise,  to  whom,  if  this  room  be 
native,  thou  mayest  nevertheless  rise  from  its  lowli- 
ness; even  as  the  lark,  which  maketh  its  humbia 
nest  in  the  furrow,  ascendeth  towards  the  son.  as 
well  as  the  eagle  which  buildeth  her  eyry  in  the  cfiff." 

This  high-flown  discourse  was  interrupted  by  Dan»e 
Glcndinnmg,  who,  with  all  the  busy  anxiety  of  a  mo- 
ther, was  loading  her  son's  trencher  with  food,  and 
dinning  in  his  ear  ber  reproaches  on  account  of  his 
prolonged  absence.  "  And  see,"  she  said,  "  that  you 
do  not  one  day  get  such  a  sight  while  you  are  walk- 
ing about  among  the  haunu  of  them  that  are  not  of 
our  flesh  and  bone,  as  befell  Mungo  Hurra  v  when  he 
slept  on  the  greensward  ring  of  the  Aula  Kirkbfll 
at  sunset,  and  wakened  at  daybreak  in  the  wild  hilti 
of  Breadalbane.  And  see  that,  when  you  are  look- 
ing for  deer,  the  red  stag  does  not  gaul  you  as  be 
did  Diccon  Tborburn,  who  never  ovtrcast  tha 
wound  that  he  took  from  a  buck's  horn.  An6  $et, 
when  vou  go  swaggering  about  with  a  long  broad- 
sword oy  your  side,  whilk  it  becomes  no  peaceful  nun 
to  do,  that  you  dinna  meet  with  them  that  have  brosd- 
sword  and  lance  both— there  are  enow  of  rank  riders 
in  this  land,  that  neither  fear  God  nor  regard  man." 

Here  her  eye,  "  in  a  fine  Prenxy  rollinjg,"  fell  firil 
upon  that  of  Christie  of  the  Clinthill,  andat  6nce  hs 
fears  for  having  given  offence  interrupted  the  curreat 
of  maternal  rebuke^  which^  like  rebuke  matritno- 
nial,  may  be  often  better  meant  than  timed.  Tlitfa 
waa  something  of  sly  and  watchfiil  significance  ia 
Christie's  eye,  an  eye  gray,  keen,  fierca  yet  will, 
formed  to  express  at  onoe  cunning  and  malice,  whin 
made  the  dame  instantly  conjecture  she  had  saia 
too  much,  while  she  saw  in  imagination  her  twdu 
goodly  cows  go  lowing  down  the  glen  in  a  mooa- 
light  night,  with  half  a  score  of  Border  spearmeo  it 
their  heels. 

Her  voice,  therefore,  sunk  from  the  elevated  tons 
of  maternal  authority  into  a  whimpering  apolo^etie 
sort  of  strain,  and  she  proceeded  to  say,  '^  It  »  so 
that  I  have  ony  ill  thoughts  of  the  Border  riders,  Ik 
Tibb  Tacket  there  has  oflen  heard  me  say  thai  I 
thought  spear  and  bridle  as  natural  to  a  Bordermaa 
as  a  pen  to  a  priest,  or  a  feather^fan  to  a  Lady ;  aod 
—have  you  not  heard  me  say  it,  Tibb  ?" 

Tibb  showed  somethini;  less  than  her  exjpeeM 
alacrity  in  attesting  her  mistreaa'a  deep  /aspect  tf$ 
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«he  fiaeboolen  <tf  ^  ftoatiihiid  kdb  $  bot,  thus  oqn- 
JBfod,  did  at  length  repl^)  "  Hout  ay,  mistress,  I'se 
tvarrant  I  have  heard  you  say  somethmg  like  that" 

**  Mother  I"  said  Halbert,  m  a  firm  and  command- 
inc  tone  of  voice,  "  what  or  whom  is  it  that  you  fear 
i^er  my  father's  roof  7—1  well  hope  that  it  harbours 
not  a  guest  in  whose  presence  you  are  afraid  to  say 
^ottr  pleasure  to  me  or  my  brother^  I  am  sonj  I 
aavebeen  detained  so  late,  being  ignorant  of  the  fair 
company  which  I  should  encounter  on  my  return.— 
1  pray  you  let  this  excuse  suffice :  and  what  satisfies 
yon,  wul,  I  trust,  be  nothing  less  than  acceptable  to 
your  guests.'* 

An  answer  calculated  so  justly  betwixt  the  submis- 
sion due  to  his  parent,  and  the  natural  feeling  of  dig- 
nity in  one  who  was  by  birth  master  of  the  mansion, 
oKcited  universal  satisfaction.  And  as  Elspeth  her- 
ndf  confessed  to  Tibb  on  The  same  eveninsL  "  She 
^  ^  not  think  it  had  been  in  the  callant  Till  that 
night,  he  tooLpets  and  passions  if  he  was  spoke*  to, 
and  lap  throngh  the  house  like  a  four-year-auld  at  the 
least  word  of  advice  that  was  minted  at  hint,  but  now 
Ifts  spoke  as  grave  and  as  douce  as  the  Lord  Abbot 
JmaseU^  She  xendna,"  she  said,  "  what  might  bo  the 
npfihot  of  it,  but  it  was  like  he  was  a  wonoerfu'  cal- 
lant even  now." 

The  party  then  separated,  the  young  men  retiring 
to  their  apartments,  tne  elder  to  their  household  cares. 
While  Christie  went  to  see  his  horse  properly  accom- 
modated, Edward  betook  himself  to  his  book,  and 
Halbert,  who  was  as  ingenious  in  employing  his 
hatids  as  he  had  hitherto  appeared  imperfect  in  men- 
tal exertion,  applied  bimself  to  constnicting  a  place 
of  concealment  m  the  floor  of  his  apartment  by  rais- 
ing a  planlL  beneath  which  he  resolved  to  deposit  that 
copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  had  been  so  strange- 
ly regained  from  the  possession  of  m^u  and  spirits. 

In  the  meanwhile.  Sir  Piercie  Sharton  aato  still  as 
a^tone,  in  the  chair  in  which  he  hud  d^pot^itr  d  hi  in- 
self,  bis  hands  folded  on  his  breast,  his  k-gB-etTX-tched 
straight  out  before  him  and  restir^;^  upon  %h\i  hoc  Is, 
his  eyes  cast  up  to  the  ceiling  as  it  be  had  mennt  to 
count  every  mesh  of  every  cobweb  with  wlijch  the 
arched  root  was  canopied,  wearing  nt  the  eame  tune 

tfaoe  of  as  solemn  and  imperturtt^bic  gtavUy,  as  if 
B  existonoe  hiui  depended  on  th^^  accuracy  at  his 
calculation. 

He  could  scarce  be  roused  from  his  listless  state  of 
contemplative  absorption  so  as  to  take  some  supper, 
a  iDdal  at  which  the  younger  females  appeared  not 
Sir  Pierde  stared  around  twice  or  thnce  as  if  he 
miased  something;  but  he  asked  not  for  them,  and 
only  evinced  his  sense  of  a  proper  audience  being 
wanting,  by  his  abstraction  ana  absence  of  mincL 
sMom  speaking;  until  he  was  twice  addressed,  and 
then  replying,  without  trope  or  figure,  in  that  plain 
Ensiish,  which  nobody  could  apeak  better  when  he 
had  a  mind. 

Christie,  finding  himself  in  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  conversation,  indulged  all  who  chose  to  listen 
with  details  of  his  own  wild  and  inglorious  warfare, 
while  Dame  Elspeth's  eurch  bnstled  with  horror, 
and  Tibb  Tacket  rejoiced  to  find  herself  once  more 
in  the  company  of  ajack-man,  Ustened  to  his  tales, 
like  Desdemona  to  OtheUo's,  with  undisg^uised  de- 


All  was  in  ordar,  tbs  key  of  the  stable  left  above  the 
door,  and  that  of  the  iron  grate  in  the  inside  of  the 
lock.  In  short,  the  retreat  had  been  made  with  scru- 
pulous attention  to  the  security  of  the  garrison,  and 
so  far  Christie  left  them  nothing  to  complain  olr. 

The  safety  of  the  premises  was  ascertained  by  Hal- 
bert, who,  instead  of  catchina  up  a  gun  or  a  cross- 
bow, and  sallying  out  for  the  day  as  had  been  his  fre- 
quent custom,  now,  with  a  gravity  beyond  his  years, 
took  a  survey  of  aU  around  the  tower,  and  tlien  re- 
turned to  the  spenoe,  or  public  apartment,  in  which, 
at  Uie  early  hour  of  seven,  the  morning  meal  was 
prepared. 

There  he  found  the  Euphuist,  in  the  same  degant 
posture  of  abstruse  calculation  which  he-had  exhibit- 
ed on  the  preceding  evening,  his  arms  folded  in  the 
same  angle,  his  eyes  turned  up  to  the  same  cobwebs, 
and  his  heels  resting  on  the  ground  as  before. ,  Threa 
of  this  an«ctation  of  indolent  importance,  and  not 
much  flattered  with  his  guest's  persevering  in  it  to 
the  last,  Halbert  resolved  at  once  to  break  the  ice. 
being  determined  to  know  what  circumstances  had 
brought  to  the  Tower  of  Glendinning  a  guest  at  once 
so  supercilious  and  so  silent 

"Sir  Knight,"  he  said,  with  some  firmness,  "I 
have  twice  given  you  good  morning;  to  which  the 
absence  of  your  mind  hath.  I  presume,  prevented  you 
fix>m  yielding  attention,  or  from  making  return.  This 
exchange  oi  courtesy  is  at  your  pleasure  to  give  or 
withhold— But,  as  wnat  I  have  rariher  to  say  con- 
cerns your  comfort  and  your  motions  in  an  especial 
manner,  I  will  entreat  you  to  aive  me  sdme  signs  of 
attention,  that  I  may  be  sure  1  am  not  wasting  my 
words  on  a  monumental  image." 

At  this  unexpected  addresa  Sir  Piercie  ShaAon 
opened  his  eyes,  and  aflbrded  the  speaker  a  broad 
stare;  but,  as  Halbert  returned  the  glance  without 
either  confusion  or  dismay,  the  knight  thought  pro- 
per to  change  his  posture^  draw  in  his  legs,  raise  his 
eves,  fix  them  on  young  Glendinning,  and  assume 
tne  appearance  of  one  vHio  listens  to  what  is  said  to 
him.  Nay,  to  make  his  purpose  more  evident,  he 
gave  voice  to  his  resolution  in  these  words,  "  Speak ! 
we  do  hear." 

"  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  youth,  "  It  is  the  custom  of 
this  Halidome^  or  patrimony  of  St.  Mary's,  to  trou- 
ble with  inquiries  no  guests  who  receive  our  hospi- 
tality, providing  they  tarry  in  our  house  only  fbr  a 
single  revolution  of  the  sun.  We  know  that  both 
criminals  and  debton  come  hither  for  sanctuary,  and 
we  scorn  to  extort  from  the  pilgrim,  whom  chance 
may  make-our  gneat,  an  avowalof  the  canse  of  his 
pilgrimage  and  penance.  But  when  one  so  high 
above  our  rank  as  yourself,  Sir  Knight,  and  espe- 
cially one  to  wham  the  poesesaion  of  such  pre-emi- 
nence is  not  indifierent,  shows  his  determination,  to 
be  our  guest  for  a  longer  time,  it  is  our  usage  to  in- 
and  what  is  the  caoae 


light.    Meantime  the  two  young  Gleiidinnmgs  were 
flSMsh  wrapiled  up  in  bis  own  reflections,  and  or* 
intevnvtea  in  them  by  the  signal  to  move  bedwa 


CHAPTER  XV. 

He  ■trikM  no  eoia  'tif  tnie,  bat  eoim  nefw  phnkwt, 
,      And  vMidi  them  Torth  aa  knave*  v«nd  gi\d»d  eounten, 
Wkieb  wiaa  oMn  aoore,  and  fooli  accept  in  pajment 

Ik  the  morning  Christie  of  the  Clinthill  was  no- 
where to  be  seen.  As  this  worthy  personaoe  did 
■eMom  pique  himself  on  sounding  a  trumpet  before 
hia  movements,  no  one  was  surprised  at  bis  moon- 
light departure,  though  some  alarm  was  excited  lest 
ha  had  not  made  it  empty-handed.  So,  in  the  Ian* 
» of  the  national  ballad, 

Soma  lun  to  enpbaard,  and  aome  to  kiat, 
Bot  Doogbt  waa  gone  that  cnuld  be  miat. 


quire  of  bira  wbeooe  be  comes,  i 
of  his  joumiBy'?" 

The  English  knight  gaped  twice  or  thnce  before 
he  answered,  and  then  replied  in  a  bantering  tone, 
"  Truly,  good  rillagio,  your  qaeetion  hath  in  it  some- 
what or  embarrassment,  for  you  ask  me  bf  things 
concerning  which  I  am  not  as  yet  altof^ether  deter- 
mmed  what  answer  I  may  find  it  convenient  to  make. 
Let  it  suffice  thee,  kind  juvenal,  that  thoa  hast  the 
Lord  Abbot's  authority  for  treating  me  to  the  best  «)f 
that  power  of  thine,  which,  indeed,  may  not  always 
so  well  suffice  for  my  acoonunodation  as  either  of  us 
would  desire." 

"  I  must  have  a  more  precise  answer  than  this,  Sit 
Knight,"  saki  the  ycuna  Qlendinning. 

"Friendi^*  said  the  knight,  "be  not  outrageooa 
It  may  suit  your  northern  manners  thus  to  press 
hanhly  upon  the  secrets  of  thy  betters;  but  believe 
me.  that  even  as  the  lute  struck  by  an  unskilfol  haa«l. 
doth  produce  discords,  so"«t— At  this  moment  tlie 
door  of  the  apartment  opened,  and  Mary  Aveael  pre- 
sented hersdf— "  But  who  can  talk  of  dtsoords^"  saMi 
the  knight,  assuming  his  compUmentary  vein  and 
humour,  *'  when  te  soul  of  harmony  descenda  upon 
us  in  the  presence  of  surpassing  beauty  *  For  even 
as  foxes,  wolves,  and  other  animab  void  of  sense  and 
laaion,  do  fly  from  the  pwwnce  of  tha  nespUndtfit 
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ma  of  hearen  when  he  ariset  in  hit  gtory.  so  do  ftriiiB, 
^frrath,  and  afi  irefol  passions  retreat,  and,  as  it  were, 
■cud  away,  from  the  face  which  now  beams  tyton 
os^  with  power  to  compose  our  angrv  passion^  ulu- 
mmateour  errors  and  difficulties,  soothe  our  wounded 
minds,  and  lull  to  rest  our  disorderly  apprehensions ; 
for  as  the  heat  and  warmth  of  the  eye  of  the  day  is 
to  the  material  and  physical  world,  so  is  the  eye 
which  I  now  bow  down  before  to  that  of  the  intel- 
lectual microcosm." 

He  concluded  with  a  profound  bow;  and  Mary 
ATenel,  gazing  from  one  to  the  other,  and  plainly 
seeing  tlfat  something  was  amiss,  could  only  sav, 
**  For  heaven*8  sake,  what  is  the  meaning  of  this?" 

The  newty-aoquired  tact  and  intelligence  of  her  fot- 
ter-brother  was  as  yet  insufficient  to  enable  him  tp 
give  an  answer.  He  was  quite  uncertain  how  he 
ODghi  fo  deal  with  a  guest,  who,  presenring  a  singu- 
larly high  tone  of  assumed  superiority  and  import- 
ance, seemed  nevertheless  so  little  serious  in  what 
he  said,  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  discern  with 
accuracy  whether  he  was  in  jest  or  earnest 

Forming,  however,  the  internal  resolution  to  bring 
SirPiercie  Shafton  to  a  reckoning  at  a  more  fit  place 
and  season,  he  resolved  to  prosecute  the  matter  no 
farther  at  present ;  and  the  entrance  of  his  mother 
with  the  damsel  of  the  Mill,  and  the  return  of  the 
honest  Miller  from  the  stack-yard,  where  he  hid 
beei>  numbering  and  calculating  the  probable  amount 
of  the  season^s  grist,  rendered  farther  discussion  im- 
possible for  the  moment 

In  the  course  of  the  calculation,  it  could  not  but 
strike  the  man  of  meal  and  grindstones,  that,  after 
the  church's  dues  were  paid,  and  after  all  which  he 
himself  could  by  any  meana  deduct  from  the  crop, 
still  the  residue  which  must  revert  to  Dame  Qlen- 
dinning  could  not  be  less  than  considerable.  I  wot 
not  if  tnis  led  the  honest  Miller  to  nourish  any  plans 
similar  to  those  adopted  by  Elspeth }  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  accepted  with  grateful  alacrity  an  invitation 
wnich  the  dame  gave  to  his' daughter,  to  remain  a 
week  or  two  as  her  guest  at  Glendearg. 

The  principal  persons  being  thus  in  high  good-hu- 
mour with  each  other,  all  business  gave  place  to  the 
hilarity  of  the  morning  repast;  and  so  much  did  Sir 
Pieccie  appear  gratified  by  the  attention  which  was 
paid  to  every  word  that  he  uttered  by  the  nut-brown 
Mysie,  that,  notwithstanding  his  high  birth  and  dis- 
tingoishcd  quality,  he  bestowed  on  her  some  of  the 
more  ordinary  and  second  rate  tropes  of  his  elocution. 

Mary  Avenel,  when  relieved  npm  the  awkward- 
ness of  feeling  the  full  weight  of  his  conversation  ad- 
dressed to  herself  enjoyed  it  much  more;  and  the 
good  knight,  encouragea  by  those  conciliating  marks 
of  approbation  from  the  sex,  for  whose  sake  he  culti- 
vated his  oratorical  talents;  made  speedy  intimation 
of  his  purpose  to  be  more  communicative  than  he 
had  shown  himself  in  his  conversation  with  Halbert 
Olendinning,  and  gave  them  to  understand,  that  it 
was  in  consequence  of  some  pressin&danger  that  he 
was  at  present  their  involuntarygu^ 

The  conclusion  of  the  breakfast  was  a  signal  for 
the  separation  of  the  company.  The  Miller  went  to 
4[>repare  for  his  departure :  his  daughter  to  arrange 
matters  for  her  unexpected  stay ;  Edward  waa  sum- 
moned to  consultation  by  Martin  concerning  some 
agricultural  matter,  in  which  Halbert  could  not  be 
brought  to  interest  himself;  the  dame  left  the  room 
opon  her  household  eoncern&  and  Mary  was  in  the 
act  of  following  her.  when  she  suddenly  recollected, 
that  if  she  did  so,  the  strange  knight  and  Halbert 
must  be  left  alone  together,  at  the  risk  of  another 
parrel.  4 

The  maiden  no  sooner  observed  this  circumstanoe, 
than  she  instantly  returned  firom  the  door  of  the 
-^Mirtment,  and,  seating  herself  in  a  tmtSl  stone 
window-seat,  resolved  to  maintain  that  oorb  whidb 
she  waa  sensible  her  presence  imposed  on  Halbert 
CHendinning;  of  whoss  qmok  temper  she  had  some 
mtprshensions, 

^lie  stranger  marked  her  motions,  and,  either  in* 
lerpretmg  them  as  inviting  hb  society,  or  obedient 
41  those lawaof  gaUaiitry  which  permitted  him  not 
Im  icftvs  a  Itdy  m  silwos  and  sohtnik^  he  instaotly 


placed  hims^  near  to  her  side,  and  opened  the  con- 
versation as  foUowa  ^- 

"  Credit  me,  fahr  lady,"  he  said,  •ddreenng  Mary 
Avenel,  ^*it  much  rejoioeth  me,  heing,  as  I  am,  a 
banished  man  from  the  deUji^ta  of  mtne  own  eoantiy, 
that  I  shall  find  here,  in  thn  obscure  and  sylvan  ess- 
tage  of  the  north,  a  uiir  form  and  a  candid  soul,  waA 
whom  I  may  ex|>lain  my  mutual  sentiments.*  And 
let  me  pray  you  in  parucolar,  lovely  lady,  that,  ae- 
cording  to  the  universal  custom  nowjvedominant  m 
our  court,  the  garden  of  superior  wits,  you  will  ex- 
change with  me  some  epithet  whereby  you  nay 
mark  mv  devotion  to  your  service.  Be  henceibrwvrd 
named,  for  example,  my  Protectioii,  and  let  ns  be 
your  Affability.*' 

"  Our  northern  and  country  mannen,  Sir  Ki 
do  not  permit  us  to  exchange  epithets  with 
to  whom  we  are  stfancnra,"  repliai  Mary  AveneL 

"  Nay,  but  see  now,^'  said  the  knight,  **  how  |oa 
are  startled!  even  as  the  unbroken  steed.   — ' — ^ 


swerves  aside  frt»m  the  shaking  of  a  handMchiiL 
though  he  must  in  time  encounter  the  wmving  df 
a  pennon.  This  courtly  exchange  of  epithets  of  lio- 
nour,  is  no  more  than  the  compliments  wfaicb  pass 
between  valour  and  beauty,  whoever  they  meetand 
under  whatever  circumstances.  Elizabeth  of  Bn«- 
land  herself  calls  Philip  Sydney  her  Courage,  msd  ha 
in  return  calls  that  princess  his  Inspiration.  Wliet«- 
fore,  my  fair  Protection,  for  by  such  epithet  it  shaD 
he  mine  to  denominate  jrou" 

"Not  without  the  young  lady's  consent,  sir T*  in- 
terrupted Halbert;  "most  truly  do  I  hope  yoor  eomtiy 
and  quaint  breeding  will  not  so  far  prevail  over  me 
more  ordinary  rules  of  civil  behaviour." 

"  Fair  tenant  of  an  indifferent  copyhold,"  replied 
the  knight,  with  the  same  coolness  and  civility  ef 
mien,  but  in  a  tone  somewhat  mors  lofty  than  hs 
used  to  the  young  lady,  "  we  do  not,  in  the  southern 
parts,  much  intermingle  disoourse,  save  with  those 
with  whom  we  mav  stand  on  some  rooting  of  eqoalitv; 
and  I  must,  in  all  discretion,  remind  you,  that  tbe 
necessity  which  makes  ns  inhabitants  of  the  same 
cabin,  doth  not  place  ua  otherwise  on  a  level  whh 
each  other." 

"  By  Saint  Mary,"  replied  young  Olendinninft  "  it 
is  my  thought  that  it  does ;  for  plain  men  holoTthat 
he  who  asks  the  shelter  is  indebted  to  hiiti  who  gives 
it  {  and  so  far,  therefore,  is  oar  rank  equaliied  while 
this  rdof  covers  us  both." 

"Thou  art  altogether  deceived."  answered  Sir 
Piercie;  "  and  that  thou  mayst  fully  adapt  thyselTlo 
our  relative  condition,  krMw  that  I  account  not  mysrif 
thy  guest,  but  that  of  thy  master,  thq  Lord  Abbot  ef 
St.  Marys,  who.  for  reasons  best  known  to  himadf 
and  me,  chooseth  to  administer  his  hospitality  to  sie 
through  the  means  of  thee,  his  servant  and  rwmk 
who  art,  therefore,  in  good  truth,  as  paasive  sn  instm- 
ment  of  my  accommodation  as  this  ill-made  ttd 
rugged  joint-stool  on  which  I  sit,  or  as  the  vfooden 
trencher  from  which  I  eat  my  ooarae  ootnmoai. 
Wherefore,"  he  added,  turning  to  Mary,  "  fairest  tn- 
tress,  or  rather,  as  I  sakl  before^  most  lovely  Pro- 
tection"*  

Mary  Avenel  was  about  to  reply  to  him,  when  die 
stem,  fierce,  and  resentfiil  expreesion  of  voice  add 
countenance  with  which  Halbert  exclaimed.  **lfet 
from  the  King  of  Scotland,  did  he  live,  Woold  1  bisok 
aoch  terms  r^induced  her  to  throw  herself  betiM 

•  There  are  manj  iiMtaaees  to  be  met  with  ia  the  aadnt 
dnunM  of  Uim  whimneel  and  oooceitod  dutom  of  tm>«oi  wlw 
formed  sn  tatinme)r.  dtetioioiiihinff  eaeh  oiher  br  mmmmuati 
epithet  lo  Eoerf  Man  ont  tfkls  HImeitr,  tbere  m  a  liwaiw 
debate  upon  oamee  moM  fit  to  bind  ctte  retatioQ  betwixt  biffi- 
ardo  and  Cavaliero  Shift,  which  end*  br  adoptisf  tbOM  si 
Countenance  and  Reaohitioo.  What  It  inert  to  ttie  poM  ii  ■ 
the  speech  of  Hedon,  a  roluptnarr  and  a  eoartier  in  CMMrt 
Reveis.  "  Yon  know  that  I  ooll  Madam  Phllantta  mr  B<msKK 
and  ttie  calit  me  her  AMsinoK.  New.  wheal  «ei»i  her  iaita 
preeenee.  uoa,  I  will  tone  to  her  anA  aay,  *8waet  HooeSi; I 
have  hitherto  contented  mjr  tenae  with  the  liliet  of  mmhIMiI 
but  now  I  will  taste  the  roeee  of  jroar  lip.'  To  whk»  thneHh 
not  bat  binthinr  anawer, '  Nar,  now  foa  are  too  amMties' 
and  then  do  I  rtpljr.  *  I  cannot  be  too  ambittoaa  nf  Basse 
■weetladj.*  Wilt  not  be  foodf'-l  think  there  iat 
nant  of  this  (bpperjr  preserved  ia  i 


brother  it  di«tiiiriii«hed  by  a  name  in  the  L.edfe,  aixlHyiir^ 
aome  abatnet  qaahtr.  aa  INtcintMB,  or  the  likft  As  tiM  psMi 
of  Qarin  Wilaoa. 


bmi  aiHi  the  strangar,  ezdaiming,  **For  God's  sake, 
Halbert,  beware  wbat  you  do  V* 

**  Fear  not,  fairen  Protection,"  repKed  Sir  Pie>cie, 
with  the  utmost  serenity,  "  that  I  can  be  provoked 
by  this  rustical  and  mistaught  juvenal  to  do  aught 
mtsbeooming  your  presence  or  mine  own  dignity; 
for  as  soon  snail  the  gunner's  linstock  give  fire  unto 
the  icicle,  as  the  sparK  of  passion  infiame  my  blood, 
tempered  as  it  is  to  serenity  by  the  respect  due  to  the 
presence  of  my  gracious  Protection  I'' 

**  You  may  well  call  her  your  protection,  Sir 
Kni|;ht,"  said  Halbert ;  "  by  Saint  Andrew,  it  is  the 
only  sensible  word  I  have  heard  you  speak !  But  we 
may  meet  where  her  protection  shall  no  longer  afford 
you  shelter." 

*'  Fairest  Protection,"  continued  the  courtier,  not 
even  honouring  with  a  look,  far  less  with. a  direct  re- 
ply, the  threat  of  the  incensed  Halbert,  "  doubt  not 
that  thy  faithful  Affability  will  be  more  commoved  by 
the  speech  of  this  rudesby,  than  the  bright  and  serene 
moon  is  perturbed  by  th^  baying  of  the  cotta^-cur, 
proud  of  the  height  of  his  own  dung-hill,  which,  in 
his  conceit,  lifteth  him  nearer  unto  the  majestic 
luminary."  ...         * 

To  what  lengths  so  unsavoury  a  simile  might  have 
driven  Halberf  s  indignation,  is  left  uncertain ;  for  at 
that  mon^ent  Edward^rushed  into  the  apartment  with 
the  intelligence  that  the  two  most  important  officers 
of  the  Convent,  the  Kitchener  and  Refectiqner,  Were 
just  arrived  with  a  sumpter-mule,  loaded  with  provi- 
sions, announcing  that  the  Lord  A-bbot,  the  Sub- 
Prior,  and  the  Sacristan,  were  on  their  way  thither. 
A  circumstance  so  very  extraordinary  had  never  been 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  St  Mary's,  or  in  the  tradi- 
tions of  Glendearg,  though  there  was  a  faint  legend- 
arv  report  that  a  certain  Abbot  had  dined  there  in 
old  days,  after  having  been  bewildered  in  a  hunting 
expedition  amongst  the  wilds  which  lie  to  the  north- 
ward. But  that  the  present  Lord  Abbot  should  have 
taken  a  voluntary  journey  to  so  wild  and  dreary  a 
apot,  the  very  Kamtschatka  of  the  Halidome,  was  a 
thing  never  dreamt  of;  and  the  news  excited  the 
greatest  surprise  in  all  ths  members  of  the  family, 
saving  Halbert  alone. 

This  fiery  youth  was  too  fidl  of  theinsalt  he  had  re- 
ceived to  think  of  any  thing  as  unconnected  with  it. 
"  I  am  glad  of  it,"  he  exclaimed ;  "  I  am  glad  the 
Abbot  comes  hither.  I  will  know  of  him  by  what 
right  this  stranger  is  sent  hither  to  domineer  over  us 
under  our  fatlier  s  roof,  as  if  we  were  slaves  and  not 

freemen.  I  will  tell  the  proud  priest  to  his  beard" 

•*  Alas  I  alas  I  my  brother,"  said  Edward,  **  think 
what  these  words  may  cost  thee!" 

''  And  what  will,  or  what  can  they  cost  me,"  said 
Halbert,  **  that  I  should  sacrifice  nfy  human  feelings 
and  my  justifiable  resentmei^t  to  the  fear  of  what  the 
Abbot  can  do  1" 

"  Our  mother— our  mother  P*  exclaimed  Edward  j 
**  think,  if  she  is  deprived  of  her  home,  expelled  from 
her  property,  how  can  you  amend  what  your  rashness 
may  ruin  t" 

"  It  is  too  true,  by  Heaven  V*  said  Halbert,  striking 
his  forehead.  Then,  stamping  his  foot  against  the 
floor  to  express  the  full  energv  of  the  passion  to  which 
ht  dared  no  longer  give  vent,  ne  turned  round  and  left 
the  apartment 

Marv  Avenel  looked  at  the  stranger  knight,  while 
she  was  endeavouring  to  fnme  a  request  that  hewould 
not  report  the  intemperate  violence  of  her  foster-bro- 
ther to  the  prejudice  of  his  family,  in  the  mind  of  the 
Abbot  But  Sir  Piercie,  the  very  pink  of  courtesy, 
ooojactoied  her  meaning  firom  her  embvrassment, 
ana  Wilted  not  to  be  entreated. 

"Credit  me,  fairest  Protection,"  said  he^  "your 
Afiability  is  less  than  capable  of  seeing  or  hearing, 
frr  less  of  reciting  or  reiterating,  aught  of  an  un- 
seemly nature  which  may  have  chanced  while  I  en- 
joyed the  Elysium  of  your  proeenoe.  The  winds  of 
idle  passion  may  indeed  rudely  agitate  the  bosom  of 
the  rude;  but  the  heart  of  the  courtier  is  polished  to 
resist  them.    At  the  frozen  lake  receives  not  the 

influence  of  the  breeze,  even  so" 

Vm  voice  of  Dame  Glendinning,  in  shrill  sum- 
mm^  hsre  dsmanded  Mary  Avenel' s  attendance,  ^ 
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who  instantly  obeyed,  not  a  Uttleslad  to  eacm  from 
the  compliments  and  similies  ofthis  courtuke  gal- 
lant Nor  was  it  apparendy  less  a  relief  on  his  part  • 
for  no  sooner  was  she  past  the  threshold  of  the  room, 
than  he  exchanged  the  look  of  formal  and  elaborats 
politeness  which  had  accompanied  each  word  he  had 
uttered  hitherto,  for  an  expression  of  the  utmost  las- 
situde and  ennui ;  and  after  indulging  in  one  or  two 
portentous  vawns,  broke  forth  into  a  soliloquy. 

"  What  the  foul  fiend  sent  this  wench  hither  1  As 
if  it  were  not  sufficient  plague  to  be  harboured  in  a 
hovel  that  would  hardly  serve  for  a  dog's  kennel  in 
England,  baited  by  a  rude  peasant-boy,  and  depen- 
dant on  the  faith  of  a  mercenary  ruffian,  but  I  cannot 
even  have  time  to  muse  over  my  own  mishap,  but 
must  come  aloft,  fHlak^  fidget,  and  make  speeches,  to 
please  this  pale  hectic  phantom,  because  she  has 
gentle  blood  m  her  veins  I  By  mine  honour,  setting 
prejudice  aside,  the  mill-wench  is  the  more  attractive 
of  the  two—But  patienza,  Piercie  Shafton ;  thou  must 
not  lose  thy  well  earned  claim  to  be  accounted  a  devout 
servant  of^the  fair  sex,  a  witty-brainedjprompt,  and 
accomplished  courtier.  Rather  thank  Heaven,  Pier- 
cie Shafton,  which  hath  sent  thee  a  subject,  wherein, 
without  derogating  from  thy  rank,  (since  the  honours  ^ 
of  the  Avenel  family  are  beyond  dispute,)  thou  mayst 
find  a  whetstone  for  thy  witty  compliments,  a  strop 
whereon  to  sharpen  thine  acute  engine,  a  butt  whereat 
to  shoot  the  arrows  of  thjr  gallantly.  For  even  as  a 
Bilbos  blade,  the  more  it  is  rubbed  the  brighter  and 

the  sharper  will  it  prove,  so But  what  need  I  waste 

my  stock  of  supfiilitudes  in  holdinj^  converse  with 
myself?— Yonder  comes  the  monkish  *  retinu&  like 
some  half  score  of  crows  winging  their  way  slowly 
up  the  valley-^I  hope,  a'gad,  they  have  not  forgotten 
my  trunk-mails  of  apparel  amid  the  ample  provision 
they  have  made  for  their  own  belly-timber^Mercy, 
a*gad,  I  were  finely  helped  up  if  the  vesture  has  mis- 
carried amon^  the  thievish  Borderers !"  • 

Stung  by  this  reflection,  he  ran  hastily  down  stairs, 
and  caused  his  horse  to  be  saddled,  that  he  might,  as 
soon  as  possible,  ascertain  this  important  point,  by 
meeting  the  Lord  Abbot  and  his  retinue  as  tney 
came  up  the  glen.  He  had  not  ridden  a  mile  before 
he  met  them  advancing  with  the  slowness  and  deco- 
rum^ which  became  persons  of  their  dignity  and  pro- 
fession. The  knight  failed  not  to  greet  the  Lord  Ab- 
bot with  all  the  format  compliments  with  which  men 
of  rank  at  that  period  exchanged  eourtesiea  He  had 
the  good  fortune  to  find  that  ms  mails  were  numbered 
among  the  train  of  baggage  which  attended  upon  the 
party:  and,  satisfied  in  that  particular,  Jie  turned  hia 
horse's  head,  and  accompanied  the  Abbot  to  the 
Tower  of  Glendearg. 

Great,  in  the  mean  while,  had  been  the  turmoil  of 
the  good  Dame  Elapeth  and  her  coadjutors,  to  pre- 
pare for  the  fitting  reception  of  the  Father  Lord  Ab 
hot  and  his  retinue.  The  monks  had  indeed  taken 
care  not  to  trust  too  much  to  the  state  of  her  pantiy ; 
but  she  was  not  the  less  anxious  to  make  such  adcb- 
tions  as  might  enable  her  to  claim  the  thanks  of  her 
feudal  lord  and  spiritual  father.  Meetmg  Halbert, 
as,  with  his  blood  on  fire,  he  returned  from  his  alter- 
cation with  her  guest,  she  commanded  him  instantly 
to  go  forth  to  the  hill,  and  not  to  return  without,  ve- 
nison; reminding  him  that  he  was  apt  enough  to  go 
thither  for  his  own  pleasure,  and  mu8|  now  aomtwt 
the  credit  of  the  house. 

The  Miller,  who  was  now  hastening  his  journey 
homewards,  promised  to  send  up  some  salmon  by 
his  own  servant  Dame  filspeth,  who,  by^is  time 
thought  she  had  guests  enou^  had  beg>>a  to  repent 
of  her  invitation  to  poor  Mysie,  and  was  just  consi- 
dering by  what  means,  short  of  giving;  oflence,  she 
couldsend  off  the  Maid  of  the  Millbehmd  her  father, 
and  adjoum  all  her  own  aerial  architecture  till  some 
future  opportunity,  wh«i  tUs  unexpected  generosity 
on  the  part  of  the  sire  rendereciany  present  attempt 
to  return  his  daughter  on  his  hands  too  highly  ungra- 
cious to  be  farther  thought  on.  So  the  Muler  depart- 
ed alone  on  his  homewm Journey. 

Dame  Elspeth*s  sense  ot  hospitality  proved  hi  this 
instance  its  own  reward  i  for  Mysie  had  dwelt  too 
near  the  Convsnt  to  be  altogether  ignorant  of  the  no- 
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ble  art  of  cookery,  which  her  father  patronised  to  the 
extent  of  consuming  on  festiral  daya  auch  daintiea  as 
his  daughter  bould  prepare  in  emolation  of  the  liura- 
Ties  of  the  Abbot's  kitchen.  Laying  aside,  therefore, 
her  holiday  ktrtle,  and  adopting  a  dress  more  suitable 
lo  the  occasion,  the  good-humoured  maiden  bared 
her  snowy  arms  above  the  elbows ;  and,  as  Elspeth 
acknowledged,  in  the  language  of  the  time  and  Coun- 
try, took  entire  and  aeiauld  part  with  her*'  in  the 
labours  of  the  day;  showing  unparalleled  talent,  and 
indefatigableindustry,  in  the  preparation  of  mor^eujr, 
hlanc-manger^  and  heaven  Knows  what  delicacies 
besides,  which  Dame  Glendinning,  unassisted  by  her 
•kill,  dared  not  even  have  dreamt  of  presenting. 
Leaving  this  able  substitute  in  the  kitchen,  and  ra- 

Setting  that  Mary  Avenel  was  so  brought  up,  that 
e  could  intrust  nothing  to  her  care,  unless  it  might 
be  seeing  the  great  chsjnber  strewed  with  rushes, 
and  omamented  with  such  flowers  and  branches  as 
the  season  afforded,  Dame  Elsi^th  hastily  donned 
her  best  attire,  and  with  a  beaung  heart  presented 
herself  at  the  door  of  her  little  tower,  to  make  her 
obeiaance  to  the  Lord  Abbot  as  he  crossed  her  hum- 
ble threshold. ,  Edward  stood  by  his  mother,  sfid  felt 
the  same  palpitation,  which  his  philosophy  waa  at  a 
loss  to  account  for.  He  was  vet  to  learn  how  long 
it  is  ere  our  reaaon  is  enabled  to  triumph  over  the 
force  of  external  circumstances,  and  how  much  our 
ieelings  are  affected  by  novelty,  and  blimted  by  use 
and  habit 

On  the  present  occasion,  he  witnessed  with  wonder 
and  awe  the  approach  or  some  half-score  of  riders, 
aober  men  upon  sober  palfreys,  muffled  in  their  long 
black  garments,  and  only  relieved  by  their  white 
acapularies,  showing  more  like  a  funeral  procession 
than  aught  else,  and  not  quickening  their  pace  Ifeyond 
that  which  permitted  enm  conversation  and  easy  dii- 
gestion.  The  sobriety  of  the  scene  was  indeed  some- 
what enlivened  by  the  presence  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
who^  to  show  that  his  skill  in  the  manege  was  not 
inferior  to  his  other  accomplishments,  kept  alternately 
pressing  and  checking  his  ^y  courser,  forcing  him  to 
piaffe,  to  caracole,  to  passage,  and  to  do  all  tEB  other 
feats  of  the  school,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
Lord  Abbot,  the  wonted  sobriety  of  whose  palfrey 
became.at  length  discomposed  by  the  vivacity  of  its 
companion,  while  the  dignitary  kept  crying  out  in 
bodily  alarm,  "I  do  pray  yon,  sir-Sir  Knifi^t— good 
now.  Sir  Piercie— Be  quiet,  Benedict,  chere  is  a  good 
ateed— soh,  poor  fellow  V*  and  uttering  ail  the  other 
precatory  and  soothing  exclamations  by  which  a 
timid  horseman  uaually  besi^ks  the  favour  of  a 
frisky  companion,  or  of  his  own  unquiet  nag,  and 
er>ncluding  the  bead-roll  with  a  sineete  Deo  gnUias 
ao  soon  as  he  alighted  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Tower 
of  Glendears^ 

The  inhabitants  ontniroously  kndt  down  to  kiss 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  Abbot,  a  ceremony  which  even 
the  monks  were  often  condemned  to.  Good  Abbot 
Bonifaoe  was  too  much  fluttered  by  the  incidents  of 
the  latter  part  of  his  journey,  to  go  through  this 
ceremony  with  much  solemnity,  or  indeed  with  muQh 
patience.  He  kept  wipmg  his  brow  with  a  snow- 
white  handkerchief  with  one  hand^  while  another 
was  abandoned  to  the  homagjB  of  hia  vassals ;  and 
then  signing  ^he  cross  with  iiis  outstretched  arm, 
and  exclaiming,  "  Bless  ye— bless  ye,  my  children  V* 
he  hastened  into  the  house,  and  murmured  not  a  lit- 
tle at  the  darkness  and  steepness  of  the  rugged  wind- 
ing stai&  whereby  he  at  length  sealed  the  spence 
destined  for  his  entertainment,  and,  overcome  with 
fatifl^e,  threw  himseM;  I  do  not  say  into  an  easy 
chau,  but  into  the  easiest  the  apartment  afforded. 
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Whew  the  Lord  Abbot  had  suddenly  and  super- 
cuiottsly  vaniahed  from  the  eyea  of  hia  expectant 


vMaals,  The  Sub-Prior  made  amends  fbr  the  negli- 
gence of  his  principal,  by  the  kind  and  aflectiooate 
sraeting  which  be  gave  to  all  the  members  of  the 
family,  but  especially  to  Dame  Elspeth,  her  foster- 
daughter,  and  ner  son  Edward.  "  vfhere,"  he  evcQ 
condeacended  to  inquire,  "  is  that  naughty  Ifinxnxl, 
Halbert  7— He  hath  not  yet,  I  trust,  turned,  like  ha 
great  prototype,  his  hunting-spear  against  man  T* 

*'0  no,  an  it  please  your  reverence,"  said  Dann 
GHendinning,  "  Halbert  ia  up  the  glen  to  get  soma 
venison,  or  surely  he  would  not  have  been  absent 
when  such  a  day  of  honour  dawned  upon  me  and 
mine." 

"  O,  to  get  savourv  meat  such  as  oar  acfol  lovetti,'' 
muttered  the  Sub-Prior ;  it  has  been  at  times  an 
acceptable  gift— I  bid  you  good  morrow,  ray  good 
dame,  aa  I  muat  attend  upon  hia  lordship  the  Faikcr 
Abbot" 

"  And  O,  reverend  sv,"  said  the  good  widow,  4a- 
tainin{(  him,  "  if  it  might  be  your  pleasure  to  t^ 
part  w^th  us  if  there  is  any  thing  wrong ;  and  if  then  , 
IS  any  thing  wanted,  to  say  that  it  is  just  coming,  or 
ta  make  some  excuses  your  learning  best  knowe  haw. 
Every  bit  of  vassail  and  silver  work  have  we  beeo 
cn)oiled  of  since  Pinkie  Cleuch,  when  I  loot  paor 
Simon  Glendinning,  that  was  the  warst  of  a*.** 

"  Never  mind— never  fear,"  said  the  Sub-Poar. 
gently  extricating  his  garment  from  the  anxlia 
grasp  of  Dame  Elspeth,  **  the  Refectioner  has  nfth 
him  the  Abbot's  plate  and  drinking  cups ;  and  I  pmy 
you  to  believe  that  whatever  is  short  m  your  enter- 
tainment will  be  deemed  amply  made  up  in  yocr 
good-wilL" 

So  aaying,  he  escaped  from  her,  and  went  into  the 
spence,  where  such  preparations  as  haste  permitted 
were  making  for  the  noon  collation  of  the  Abbot  and 
the  Engliah  knight  Here  he  found  the  Lord  Abbot, 
for  whom  a  cushion,  composed  of  all  the  plaids  in 
the  house,  had  been  unable  to  render  Simon's  huge 
elbow-chair  a  soft  or  comfortable  place  of  rest 

"  Benedicite !"  said  Abbot  Boniface,  "  now  mairy 
fie  upon  theae  hard  benches  with  all  my  heart— they 
are  as  uneasy  as  the  scabella  of  our  novicea.  Saint 
Jade  be  with  us,  Sir  Knight,  how  have  you  contrived 
to  pass  over  the  night  in  thvi  dungeon  ?  An  yosr 
bed  was  no  softer  than  your  seat,  you  might  aa  well 
have  slept  pn  the  stone  couch  of  Saint  Facomras. 
After  trotting  a  full  ten  miles,  a  man  needs  a  aofta* 
aeat  than  has  fallen  to  my  hard  lot" 

With  sympathizing  faces,  the  Sacristan  and  the 
RefiBctioner  ran  to  raise  the  Lord"*  Abbot,  and  to 
adjust  his  seat  to  his  mind,  which  was  at  length 
accoropUshed  in  some  sort  although  he  continuad 
alternately  to  bewail  his  fatigue,  and  to  exult  m 
the  oonacioua  aense  of  having  oiscfaarged  an  arduoM 
duty.  **  You  errant  cavaliers,"  said  be,  addreaaisg 
the  knight,  **  may  now  perceive  that  othera  hais 
then*  travail  and  their  toila  to  undergo  as  wdl  ai 
your  honoured  faculty.  And  thia  I  will  say  for  myseK 
and  the  soldiers  of  Saint  Mary,  among  whom  I  mi 
be  termed  captain,  that  it  ia  not  our  wont  to  flina 
from  the  heat  of  the  aervice,  or  to  withdraw  from  tht 
good  fight  No,  by  Saint  Ma^I— no  sooner  did  I 
learn  that  you  were  here,  and  dared  not  for  oeitaa 
reasons  come  to  the  Monastoy,  where  with  aa  good 
will,  and  with  mors  convenience,  we  might  Ian 
given  you  a  better  reception,  than,  atriking  the  ^tik 
with  my  hammer,  I  called  a  brother— Timothy,  saMftL 
let  them  saddle  Benedict— let  them  saddle  my  bkaoE 
palfrev,  and  bid  the  Sub-Prior  and  some  half-scoiaef 
attendants  be  in  readiness  to-morrow  after  raatliia- 


the  Kitchener  and  Refectioner  go  betbre  to  aia  lbs 
poor  vassals  to  whom  the  place  Selongajn  makioga 
suitable  collation.  So  that  you  vriU  consider.  ' 
Sir  Piercie,  our  mutual  incommoditiea,  an " 
whatever  you  may  find  amiss." 

"  By  my  fiaith^'^said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  **  th^^ti 
nothing  to  forgive— If  you  spiritual  warriora  hais  to 
submit  to  the  grievous  incommodities  whidi  *io«r 
lordship  narrates,  it  would  ill  become  rosk  a  mU 
and  aecttlar  man,  to  complain  of  a  bed  aa  baraasa 
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botrd.  of  broth  which  reluhed  na  if  made  of  burnt 
«v«K>l,  of  flesh,  which,  in  its  sable  and  singed  shaoe, 
seemed  to  put  me  on  a  level  with  Richard  Cceor-de- 
L.ion,  when  he  ate  up  the  head  of  a  Moor  carbonadoed, 
and  of  other  viands  savouring  rather  of  the  rusticity 
of  this  northern  region."  , 

**  By  the  good  samts,  sir,"  said  the  Abbot,  some- 
wdiat  touched  m  point  of  his  character  for  hospitality, 
L>f  which  he  was  m  truth  a  roost  faithful  and  zealous 
p|t)fessor,  **  it  gneves  roe  to  the  heart  that  you  have 
found  our  vassals  no  better  provided  for  your  recep- 
tion—Yet I  crave  leave  to  observe,  that  if  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton*8  aiTairs  had  permitted  him  to  honour  with 
his  company  our  poor  house  of  Saint  Mary's,  he 
might  have  had  less  to  complain  of  in  respect  of 
eaaements." 

"  To  give  your  lordship  the  reasons,"  said  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton,  "  why  I  could  not  at  this  present 
time  approach  your  dwelling  or  avail  myself  of  its 
w^ell-known  and  undoubted  nospitality,  craves  either 
some  delay,  or/'  looking varound  him,  "a  limited 
aiidience." 

The  Lord  Abbot  immediately  issued  his  mandate 
to  the  Refectioner :  *'  Hie  thee  to  the  kitchen,  Brother 
Hilarius,  and  there  make  inquiry  of  our  brother  the 
Kitchener,  within  what  time  be  opines  that  our  colla- 
tion mtij  be  prepared,  since  sin  and  sorrow  it  were, 
considering  the  hardships  of  this  noble  and  gallant 
knu^ht,  no  whit  mentioning  or  weighing  those  we 
ourselves  have  endured,  if  we  were  now  either  to 
advance  or  retard  the  hour  of  refection  beyond  the 
time  when  the.  viands  are  fit  to  be  set  before  us." 

Brother  Hilarius  parted  with  an  eager  alertness  to 
execute  the  will  of  his  Superior,  ana  returned  with 
the  assuranoeL  that  punctually  at  one  afternoon  would 
the  collation  be  ready. 

**  Before  that  time/'  said  the  accurate  Refectioner, 
"  the  wafers,  flamms,  and  oastry-meat,  will  scarce 
have  had  the  just  decree  of  fire  which  learned  pot- 
tingers  prescribe  as  nttest  for  the  body;  and  if  it 
Bhould  be  past  one  o'clock,  were  it  but  ten  minutes, 
oar  brother  the  Kitchener  opinea,  that  the  haunch  of 
venison  would  suffer  in  spite  of  the  skill  of  tbe  little 
tum-broche  whom  he  has  recommended  to  your  holi- 
ness by  his  praises." 

"  How  1"  said  the  Abbot,  **  a  haunch  of  venison  I 
— firom  whence  cornea  that  dainty  1  I  remember  not 
thou  didst  ifitimate  its  presence  in  thy  hamper  of 

**  1^  please  your  holiness  and  lordship,"  said  the 
Relecaoner,  **  ne  is  a  son  of  the  woman  of  the  house 
who  bath  shot  it  and  sent  it  in— killed  but  now ;  jKt, 
as  the  animal-heat  hath  not  left  the  body,  the  Kit- 
chener undertakes  it  shall  eat  as  tender  as  a  young 
fshicken— and  this  youth  hath  a  special  gift  in  shoots 
ins  deer,  and  never  misses  the  heart  or  the  brain ;  so 
that  the  blood  is  not  driven  through  the  flesh,  as 
happens  too  often  with  us.  It  is  a  hart  of  grease— 
your  holiness  has  seldom  seen  such  a  haunch." 

"  Silence,  Brother  Hilarius,"  said,  the  Abbot,^  wip- 
inar  his  mouth ;  "  it  is  not  beseeming  our  order  to 
talk  of  food  so  earnestly,  especially  as  we  must  oft 
have  oar  animal  powers  exhausted  by  fasting,  and 
be  accessible  (as  being  ever  mere  mortals)  to  those 
signs  of  k>nging"  (he  again  wiped  his  mouth)  "  which 
arise  on  the  mention  of  victuals  to  a  hungry  man. 
— Minute  down,  however,  the  name  of  that  youth—it 
is  fitting  merit  should  be  rewarded,  and  he  shall 
hereafter  be  A/rater  ad  ntccurrendum  in  tbe  kitchen 
and  buttery." 

*'  Alas!  reverend  Father,  and  my  good  lord,"  re- 
plied the  Refectioner,  "  I  did  inquire  after  the  youth, 
■nd  I  learn  he  is  one  who  prefers  the  casque  to  the 
cowl,  and  the  sword  of  the  flesh  to  tbe  weapons  of 

^  And  if  it  be  so,"  said  the  Abbot,  **  see  that  thou 
retain  him  as  a  deputy-keeper  and  man-at-arms,  and 
not  as  a  lay  brother  of  the  Monastery— for  old  Tall- 
boy.  our  forester,  waxes  dim-eyed,  and  hath  twice 
tpojlod  a  noble  buck,  by  hitting  him  unwarily  on  the 
haunch.  Ah !  'Us  a  foul  fault,  the  abusing  by  evil- 
iLilUng,  evil -dressing,  evil  appetite,  or  otherwise,  the 
pood  creatures  indulged  to  us  for  our  use.  Wherofore, 
pedire  ua  ibe  service  of  this  youth,  Brother  Hilarius, 


in  the  wajr  that  may  best  sait  him.—And  now,  S» 
Piercie  Sfiailon.  since  the  fates  have  assigned  us  m 
space  of  wellnigh  an  hour,  ere  we  daro  hope  to  enjoy 
more  than  the  vapour  or  savour  of  our  repast,  may  1 
pray  you,  of  your  courtesy,  to  tell  me  the  cause  of  tnis 
visit ;  and,  above  all,  to  mform  us.  why  you  will  not 
approach  our  more  pleasant  and  better  furnished 
hoanitiurA?" 

''^  Reverend  Father,  and  my  very  good  lord,^'  said 
Sir  Piercie  Shaflon,  "  it  is  well  known  to  your  wis- 
doni,  that  there  are  stone  walls  which  have  ears,  and 
that  fie c ret' y  \a  to  bf^  looked  to  in  matters  which  con- 
cern a.  map's  hcjid.'' 

The  Abbot  signed  to  his  attendanta,  excepting  the 
Sub-Prior^  to  iL^avetht:  room,  and  then  said,  "Your 
valour,  Sir  Piercie,  may  fireely  unburden  yourself  be- 
fore OUT  fnithfiil  friend  and  counselk>r  Father  Eus- 
tace, the  benefits  of  who  Be  advice  we  may  too  sooit 
lose,  inasmLicb  a?  his  merits  will  speedily  recom- 
mend bjm  to  a  higher  siEition,  in  which  .we  trust,  ho 
may  Hnd  tho  Mr. saing  of  a  friend  and  adviser  as  va- 
luable as  hijiuitiii;  since  I  may  say  of  him,  as  our 
claustral  rhyme  goeth,* 

'  Dixit  Al>l>u  ad  prioris, 
Ta  M  homo  boai  morifl, 
Quia  temper  saniorii 
Mihi  da«  concilia.' 

Indeed,"  he  added,  "  the  office  of  Sub-Prior  is  al- 
together beneath  our  dear  brother ;  nor  can  we  ele- 
vate him  unto  thatofPrior,  which,  for  certain  reasons. 
is  at  present  kept  vacant  amongst  us.  Howbeit, 
Father  Eustace  is  fully  possessed  of  my  confidence, 
and  worthy  of  yours,  and  well  may  it  be  said  of  him, 
JhUravit  in  aeereUs  noatria" 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton  bowed  to  the  reverend  bre- 
thren, and,  heaving  a  sigh,  as  if  he  would  have  burst 
his  steel-cuirass,  he  thus  commenced  his  speech. 

"  Certes,  reverend  sirs,  I  may  well  heave  such  a 
suspiratbn,  who  have,  as  it  were,  exchanged  heaven 
for  purgatory,  leavins  the  lightsome  sphere  of  the 
royal  court  of  finglanp,  for  a  remote  nook  in  this  iliac^ 
cesaible  desert— quitting  the  tiltyard,  where  I  was  ever 
ready  among  my  compeers  to  splinter  a  lanca  either 
for  the  love  of  honour,  or  for  the  honour  of  love,  in 
order  to  couch  my  knightly  spear  against*  base  and 
pilfering  besognios  and  marauders— ezchancing  the 
lighted  nails,  wherein  I  uaed  nimbly  to  pace  the  swift 
coranto,  or  to  move  with  a  loftier  orace  in  the  stately 
galliard.  for  this  rugged  and  decayed  dungeon  of  rusty- 
coloured  stone— quitting  the  gay  theatre,  for  the  soli- 
tary chimney-nook  of  a  Scottish  dog-houseHbartering 
the  sounds  of  the  soul-ravishing  mte,  and  tbe  love- 
awakeninff  viol-de-gamba,  for  Mie  discordant  siiueak 
of  a  northern  bagpipe—above  all,  exchanging  the 
smiles  of  those  beaoties,  who  form  a  galaxy  around 
the  throne  of  England,  for  the  cold  courtesy  of  aa 
untaught  damsel  and  the  bewildered  stare  of  a  mil- 
ler's maiden.  More  might  I  say,  of  the  exchange  of 
the  conversation  of  gallant  knights  and  gay  cour- 
tiers of  mine  own  order  and  capacity^  whose  conceits 
are  bright  and  vivid  as  the  ligblnmjg^  for  that  of 
monks  and  churohmen— but  it  were  discourteous  to 
luse  that  topic." 

The  Abbot  listened  to  this  list  of  complaints  with 
great  round  eyes,  which  evinced  no  exact  intelligence 
of  tbe  orator' s  meaning ;  and  when  the  knight  paused 
to  take  breath,  he  looked  with  a  doubtful  and  inam- 
ring  %ye  at  the  Sub-Prior,  not  well  knowing  in  what 
tone  he  should  reply  to  an  exordhun  so  extraordinary. 
The  Sub-Prior  accordingly  stepped  in  to  the  relief  of 
his  principal. 

"We  deeply  sympathise  with  you,  Sir  Knight^  in 
the  several  mortifications  and  hardships  to  which 
fate  has  subjected  you,  particularly  in  that  which  has 
thrown  you  into  the  society  of  those,  who,  as  they 
were  conscious  they  deserved  not  soch  an  honour,  so 
neither  did  they  at  all  desire  it.  But  all  this  goes  little 
way  to  expound  the  cause  of  this  train  of  disasters, 
or,  in  plainer  wordsi  the  reason  which  has  compelled 
you  into  a  situation  having  so  few  charms  for  you." 

'^Gentle  and  reverend  sir,"  rephed  the  Knighti 
"forgive  an  unhappy  person,  who,  m  gi?  ing  a  histoiy 
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or  his  miseries,  dilated  upon  them  extremely,  even  as 
hu  who,  having  fallen  from  a  precipice,  looketh  up- 
iward  to  measure  the  height  from  which  ne  hath  been 
piecipitatcd." 

"  Yea,  but,"  said  Father  Eustace,  "  methinks  it 
were  wiser  in  him  to  tell  those  who  come  to  lift  him 
.     up,  which  of  his  bones  have  been  broken." 

'■  You,  reverend  sir,"  said  the  knight,  "  have  in  the 
encounter  of  our  wits  made  a  fair  attaint ;  whereas 
I  maybe  in  some  sort  said  to  have  broken  my  staff 
acroM.*  Pardon  me,  grave  sir,  that  I  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  the  tiltyard,  which  is  doubtless  strange  to 
your  reverend  ears.— Ah !  brave  resort  of  the  noble, 
the  fair,  and  the  gay !— Ah !  throne  of  love,  and  cita- 
del of  nonour!— An!  celestial  beauties,  by  whose 
bright  eyes  it  is  graced  !  Never  more  snail  .Picrcie 
Shafton  advance,  as  the  centre  of  your  radiant 
glances,  couch  his  lance,  and  spur  his  horse  at  the 
sound  of  the  spirit-stirring  trumpets,  nobly  called  the 
voice  of  wai^never  more  shall  he  baffle  his  adver- 
sarv's encounter  boldly,  break  his  spear  dexterously, 
and  ambling  around  the  lovely  circle,  receive  the  re- 
wards with  which  beauty  honours  chivalry  !" 

Here  he  paused,  wrung  his  hands,  lookd  upwards, 
and  seemed  lost  in  contemplation  of  his  own  fallen 
fortunes. 

**Mad,  very  mad,"  whispered  the  Abbot  to  the 
Sub-Prior ;  I  would  we  were  fairlv  rid  of  him ;  for, 
of  a  truth,  I  expect  he  will  proceed  from  raving  to 
mischief— Were  it  not  better  to  call  up  the  rest  of  the 
brethren  T' 

But  the  Sub-Prior  knew  better  than  his  Superior 
how  to  distinguish  the  jargon  of  affectation  from  the 
ravings  of  insanity,  and  although  the  extremity  of 
tho  knight's  passion  seemed  altogether  fantastic,  yet 
he  was  not  ignorant  to  what  extravagances  the 
fashion  of  the  day  can  conduct  its  votaries. 

Allowing,  therefore,  two  minutes'  space  to  permit 
the  knighrs  entliusiastic  feelings  to  exhaust  them- 
selves, ne  again  gravely  remindttl  him  that  the  Lord 
Abbot  had  taken  a  journey,  unwonted  to  his  age  and 
habits,  solely  to  learn  in  what  he  could  serve  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton— that  it  was  altogether  impossible 
he  could  do  so  without  his  receiving  distinct  infor- 
mation of  the  situation  in  which  he  had  now  sought 
refuge  in  Scotland.— "The  day  wore  on."  he  observed, 
lookmg  at  the  window ;  "ana  if  the  Abbot  should  be 
obliged  to  return  to  the  Monastery  without  obtaining 
the  necessary  intelligence,  the  regret  might  be  mutual, 
but  the  inconvenience  was  like  to  be  ail  on  Sir  Pier- 
cie's  own  side." 

Tho  hint  was  not  thrown  away. 

"Oh,  goddess  of  courtesy !"  said  the  knight,  "  can 
I  have  so  far  forgotten  thy  behests,  as  to  make  this 
good  prelate's  ease  and  time  a  sacrifice  to  my  vain 
complaints !  Know,  then,  most  worthy,  and  not  less 
worshipful,  that  I,  your  poor  visiter  and  guest,  am 
■  by  birth  nearly  bound  to  the  Piercie  of  Northumber- 
land, whose  tame  is  so  widely  blown  through  all 
parts  of  the  world  where  English  worth  hath  been 
known.  Now,  this  present  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
of  whom  I  propose  to  give  y«u  the  brief  history" 

"It  is  altogether  unnecessaiy,"  said  the  Abbot: 
-  *  we  know  him  to  be  a  good  ana  true  nobleman,  and 
a  sworn  upholder  of  our  Catholic  faith,  in  the  spite 
of  the  heretical  woman  who  now  sits  upon  the  throne 
of  England.  And  it  is  specially  as  his  Kinsman,  and 
as  knowing  that  ye  partake  with  him  in  such  devout 
and  faithfiu  belief  and  adherence  to  our  holy  Mother 
Church,  that  we  say  to  you,  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
that  ye  be  heartily  welcome  to  us,  and  that,  an  we 
wist  now,  we  would  labour  to  do  you  good  service  in 
your  extremity." 

"For  such  kind  offer  I  rest  yoin-  most  humble 
debtor,"  said  Sir  Piercie ;  "  no*  need  I  at  this  moment 
My  more  than  that  my  Right  Honourable  Cousin  of 
Northumberland,  having  devised  with  me  and  some 
others,  the  choice  and  picked  spirits  of  the  age,  how 
ftnd  by  what  meant  the  worship  of  God,  according 

•  AlUini  wait  a  term  of  tiltinc  ummI  to  npreu  the  champion's 
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to  the  Catholic  church,  might  be  again  introdueal 
into  this  distracted  kingdom  of  England,  (even  m 
one  deviseth,  by  the  assistance  of  his  friend,  to  catik 
and  to  bridle  a  runaway  steed,)  it  pleased  him  m 
deeply  to  intrust  me  iir  those  communications,  ihtf 
my  personal  safety  becomes,  as  it  were,  entwined  «| 
complicated  therewith.  Natheless^  as  we  have  kai 
sudden  reason  to  believe,  this  Pnnceu  Elixabelhi 
w-ho  maintaineth  around  hiT  a  sort  of  counssUMl 
kilful  in  tracking  whatever  schemes  may  be  purtnad 
i  jr  bringin&c  her  title  into  challenge,  or  for  erecting 
ogain  the  discipline  of  the  Catholic  church,  hastb* 
mined  certain  knowledge  of  the  trains  which  wciad 
laid  before  we  could  give  fire  unto  them.  Whenef 
my  Right  HonouraSle  Cousin  of  Nortfaumberlj 
thinking  it  best  belike  that  one  mai^ should  take ' 


blame  and  shame  for  the  whole,  did  lay  the  ] 

of  all  this  trafficking  upon  my  back:  which  knil 
urn  the  rather  content  to  bear,  in  that  he  hath  alw^ 
?hown  himself  my  kind  and  honourable  kinsm^ 
u9  well  as  that  my  estate,  1  wot  not  how,  hath  of  IM 
been  somewhat  insufficient  to  maintain  the  c 


of  those  braveries,  wherewith  it  is  incumbent  on  il 
who  are  chosen  and  selected  spirits,  to  distiogiHi 
ourselves  from  the  vulear." 

"So  that  possibly,^'  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "iw 
private  affairs  renderod  a  foreign  journey  lev  incoB- 
inodious  to  you  than  it  might  have  been  to  the  noUs 
earl,  your  right  worthy  cousin?" 

"You  arc  right,  reverend  sir,"  answered  tbeeo^ 
tier :  "  rem  acu— you.  have  touched  the  point  with  a 
nectite— My  codi  and  expenses  had  been  indeed  soa» 
^K\^hl  hvim  at  the  late  triumphs  and  toumeyi^  aii 
the  flat-capp'd  citiEnns  had  shown  themsdves  vnr 
willing  tu  fumiflh  my  pocket  for  new  gallaniries  fat 
the  honour  of  die  nntii>n,  as  well  as  for  mine  o«i 
pecalior  ubry— anJ,  to  speak  truth,  it  was  in  bom 
van  the  nope  of  seeing  these  matters  amended  thil 
led  me  lo  dc^ir.  ■,  n  a=  world  in  England." 

"Sothnti'  I  a^  of  your  pablic  entapiim 

wjih  the  dcrang[emcnt  of  )'our  own  private  amiiik 
Raid  the  Sul>-Prior,  "  have  induced  you  to  seek  SoMf 
land  as  a  place  of  refuge?" 

"  Jicm  acu,  once  again,**  said  Sh*  Piercie ;  *'  vd 
not  without  good  cause,  since  my  neck,  ifl  remained, 
might  have  been  brought  within  the  circamatanoesol 
a  Halter— and  so  speedy  was  my  journey  northwnL 
ihat  I  had  but  time  to  exchange  my  peach-coioind 


nil  speed,  judging  that  I  might  do  well  to  visit  . 
Right  Honourable  Cousin  of  Northumberland,  atsa 
.  -f  nis  numerous  castles.  But  as  I  posted  lownA 
Alnwick,  even  with  the  speed  of  a  star,  which,  dsl^ 
ing  from  its  native  sphere,  shoots  wildly  dovniwtidh 
i  was  met  at  Northallerton  by  one  Henry  Vangte 
a  servant  of  my  right  honourable  kinsman,  vte 
ahowed  mc,  that  as  then  ,1  might  not  with  Mk9 
eome  to  his  presence,  seeing  that,  in  obedienei  ■ 
orders  from  his  court,  he  was  obligad  to  mm  w$ 
letters  for  my  incarceration." 

"  This,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  seenas  but  hard  nail 
on  the  part  of  your  honourable  kinsman."    . 

"  It  might  be  so  judged,  my  lord,"  nr^ied  Sir  Pi» 
rie ;  "  nevertheless,  I  will  stand  to  the  death  lor  di 
honour  of  my  Right  Honourable  Cousin  of  Nonk- 
umberland.  Also,  Henry  Vaiighan  gmve  mfi"* 
my  said  cousin,  a  ^ood  horse,  and  a  pune  oi  gsH 
with  two  Border-prickers,  as  the>'  are  called,  fcrVT 
guides,  who  conducted  me,  by  such  roads  sod  If 
paths  as  have  never  been  seen  since  the  days  of  &| 
Lancelot  and  Sir  Tristrem,  into  this  kingdom  ■ 
Scotland,  and  to  the  house  of  a  certain  baron,  oroa  ' 
who  holds  the  style  of  such,  called  Julian  Avv<4 
with  whom  I  found  such  reception  as  the  place  m 
party  could  afford." 

"And  that,"  said  the  Abbot,  "mntthafvbff 
right  wretched ;  for,  to  judge  from  the  appetite  vhkl 
Julian  showeth  when  abroad,  he  hath  not,  I  ja4^ 
over-  abundant  provision  at  homa"  . 

"  You  are  right,  sir-your  reverenee  is  in  theri^ 
\ ^TiVLTKOBi Sis  Piercie;  ^'  we  hod  but  lentcB  Ua%  tm 
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for  tbough  this  Julian  Avenel  culled  us  to  no  reokon- 
iaSi  yet  ne  did  so  extravagantly  admire  the  fashion 
fA  my  poniard— the  poijimei  being  of  silver  exquisitely 
hmtcaedj  and  indeed  the  weapon  being  altogether  a 
piece  of  exceeding  rare  device  and  beauty— that  in 
tailh  1  could  not  for  very  shame's  sak^  but  pray  his 
aeccptance  of  it;  words  which,  he  gave  roe  not  the 
trouble  of  repeating  twice,  before  he  nad  stuck  it  into 
hi^  greasy  buff-belt,  where,  credit  me,  reverend  sir.  it 
showed  more  like  a  butcher's  knife  than  a  gentle- 
tnmn's  dagger." 

*'  So  goodly  a  gift  might  at  least  have  purchased 
yoo  a  few  days'  bospiulity,"  said  Father  Eustace. 

"  Reverend  sir,"  said  Sir  Pi^rcie,  "  had  I  abidden 
-with  him,  I  should  have  been  complimented  out  of 
every  remnant  of  my  wardrobe— actually  flayed,  by 
the  hospitable  gods  J  swear  it  1  Sir,  he  secured  my 
spare  doublet,  and  had  a  pluck  at  my  gaUigaakins— I 
vras  enforced  to  beat  a  retreat  before  I  was  altogether 
unrigged.  That  Border-knave  his .  serving-man  bad 
a  pluck  at  me  too,  and  usurped  a  scarlet  cassock  and 
steel  cuirass  belonging  toihe  page  of  my  body,  whom 
I  was  fain  to  leave  behind  me.  In  good  time  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  my  Rif^ht  Honourable  Cousin, 
showing  me  that  he  had  written  to  you  in  mv  behali, 
and  sent  to  your  charge  two  mails  filled  with  wear- 
ing apparel— namely,  my  rich  crimson  silk  doubleL 
slashed  out  and  Uned  with  cloth  of  gold,  which  I 
^vore  at  the  last  revels,  with  baldric  and  trimmings 
to  correspond— also  two  pair  black  silk  slops,  with 
hanging  garters  of  carnation  silk— also  the  nesh-co- 
louml  'Siiken  doublet,  with  the  trimmings  of  fur,  in 
which  I  danced  the  salvage  man  at  the  Gra/s-Inn 

Biummery- also" 

"  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  I  pray  you  to 
spai-e  the  fi^cr  inv^tory  of  your  wardrobe.  The 
monks  of  Saint  Mary's  are  no  freebooting  barons, 
snd  whatever  part  of  your  vestments  arrived  at  our 
house,  have  been  this  day  faithfully  brought  hither, 
with  the  mails  which  contained  them.  I  may  pre- 
sume from  what  has  befen  said,  as  we  have  indeed 
been  given  to  understand  by  the  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, that  your  desire  is  to  remain  for  the  present  as 
unknown  and  as  unnoticed,  as  may  be  consistent 
with  your  high  worth  and  distinction  7" 

"  Alas,  reverend  father !"  replied  the  courtier,  "  a 
hlade  when  it  is  in  the  scabbard  cannot  give  lustr^  a 
diamond  when  it  is  in  the  casket  cannot  give  light, 
and  worth,  when  it  is  compelled  by  circumstances  to 
obscure  itself,  cannot  draw  observation— my  retreat 
can  only  attract  the  fidmirationof  those  few  to  whom 
circunlstances  permit  its  displaying  itself." 

"  I  conceive  now,  my  venerable  father  and  lord," 
aaid  the  Sub-Prior,  "  that  vour  wisdom  will  assign 
such  a  course  of  conduct  to  this  noble  k night,  tis  mny 
be  alike  consisteni  whl:)  hi^  scifciy^,  and  with  tbe^^'fjrd 
of  thecommuniiy.  Fnr  you  wot  Wf^ll^  that  p^rllaus 
strides  have  been  made  m  tl^eae  QudacLous  dnys^  to 
the  destruction  of  all  i-rdcsiastical  foimdntioris,  and 
that  our  holy  community  haabeen  rcpoattdlymennefisd. 
Hitherto  they  have  fauriJ  no  flaw  m  onr  ruimcnt ;  but 
a  party,  friendly  ji  a  w^  1 1  h>  1 1 1  f  Qiut^  n  o  r  En  i?l  u  n  d  ^  n  9 
to  the  heretical  doctrines  of  tlic  schii^TnDtica]  chtireEi, 
S^  even  to  worse  and  wild  r  f-irms  of  btdrt^*)',  prei  aiJa 
now  at  the  court  of  our  Bovereign^  who  dart)  not  yield 
to  her  suffering  clergy  the  protectiuii  she  would  gladly 
extend  to  them." 

"  My  lord,  and  reverend  sir,'*  said  the  knight,  I 
will  gladly  relieve  ye  of  mv  presence,  while  ye  canvass 
'  this  matter  at  your  freedom ;  and  to  speak  truly,  I 
am  desirous  to  see  in  what  case  the  chamberlain  of 
my  noble  kinsman  hath  found  my  wardrobe,  and 
how  he  hath  packed  the  same,  and  whether  it  has 
aufTered  from  the  jpumey— there  are  four  suits  of  as 
pure  and  elegant  device  as  ever,  the  fancy  of  a  fair 
lady  doated  upon,  every  one  having  a  treble  and  ap- 
propriate change  of  ribbons,  trimmings,  and  fringes, 
which,  in  case  of  need,  may  as  it  were  renew  eaon  of 
them,  and  multiply  the  four  into  twelve.— There  is 
diso  my  sad-coloured  riding-suit,  and  three  cut-work 
•hirts  with  falling  bands— I  pray  you,  pardon  nie— 
\  must  needs  see  now  matters  stand  with  them  with- 
ont  firrther  dallying."  ,   ,     «  .^ 

Thus  roeakmg.  ne  left  the  room;  and  the  Sub- 


Prior,  looking  after  hinr  ngnificantly.  added, "  Wher« 
the  treasure  is  vriU  the  heart  be  also." 

"  Saipt  Mary  preserve  our  wits!"  said  the  Abbot, 
stunned  with  the  knight's  abundance  of  words  x 
"  were*  man's  brains  ever  so  stuffed  with  silk,  and 
broadcloth,  cut-work,  and  I  wot  not  what  besides ! 
And  what  could  move  the  Eari  of  Northumberland 
to  assume  for  his  bosom  counsellor,  in  matters  of 
depth  and  danger,  such  a  feather-brained  coxcomb 
as  this!" 

"  Had  he  been  other  than  what  he  is,  venerable 
father,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  *'  he  had  been  less  fitted 
for  the  part  of  scape-goat,  to  which  his  Right  Honour- 
able Cousin  had  probably  destined  hini  from  the  com- 
mencement, in  case  of  their  plot  failing.  I  know 
something  of  this  Pieroie  Shaiton.  The  legitimacy 
of  his  mother'^  descent  fiom  the  Piercie  family,  the- 
point  on  which  he  is  most  iealous,  hath  been  called 
in  question.  If  harebrained  courage,  and  an  out- 
rageous spirit  of  gallantry,  can  make  good  his  pre- 
tensions to  the  high  lineage  he  claims,  these  qualities 
haVe  never  been  denied  him.  For  the  rest,  he  is  one 
of  the  ruffling  gallants  of  the  time,  like  Rowland 
Yorke,  Stuk'ely,*  and  others^  who  wear  out  their  for- 
tunes, and  endanger  their  lives,  in  idle  braveries,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  esteemed  the  only  choice 
gallants  of  the  time ;  and  afterwards  endeavour  to 
repair  their  estate,  by  engafring  in  the  desperate  plots 
and  conspiracies  which  wiser  heads  have  devised. 
To  use  one  of  his  own  conceited  similitudes,  such 
courageous  foqls  resemble  hawks,  which  the  wiser 
conspirator  keeps  hooded  and  bUndfolded  on  his  wrist 
until  the  quarry  is  on  the  wing,  and  who  are  then 
flown  at  them." 

"  Saint  Mary,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  he  were  an  evil 
guest  to  introduce  into  our  quiet  household.  Our 
young  monks  make  busde  enough,  and  more  than  is 
beseeming  God's  servants,  about  their  outward  attire 
already— this  knight  were  enough  to  turn  their  brains, 
from  the  Vtsiiarius  down  to  the  very  sculliop  boy." 

"  A  wdrse  evil  might  follow,"  said  the  Sub-Prior : 
"  In  these  bad  days,  the  patrimony  of  the  church  is 
bought  and  sold,  forteited  and  distrained,  as  if  it  were 
the  unhallowed  soil  appertaining  to  a  secular  baron. 
Think  what  penalty  awaits  us,  were  we  convicted  df 
harboiinng  a  rebel  to  her  whom  they  call  the  Queen 
of  England !  There  would  neither  b«  wanting  Scot- 
tish parasites  to  b^  the  lands  of  the  foundation,  nor 
an  army  from  England  to  bum  and  harry  the  Hali- 
dome.  The  men  of  Scotland  were  once  Scotsmen, 
firm  and  united  in  thnr  love  of  their  country,  ano 
throwing  every  other  consideration  aside  wnen  tne 
frontier  was  menaced— now  they  are— what  shall  1 
call  them— the  one  part  French,  the  othe-  oart  Eng- 

•  "  York«,"  Myi  Camden,  "  waf  a  LondoDor,  a  nan  of  loow 
and  disMlute  behaviour,  and  desperately  audaciotu— (iunoaK  in 
hit  lime  amon^t  the  common  bollie*  and  gyraggercr*,  as  beins  ' 
the  first  ttiat,  to  the  neat  admiration  of  many  at  his  boldnew, 
"    •    id  lh< " 


brou^it  into  England  the  bold  and  dani^rous  way  of  n»ncinff 
M'ith  the  rapier  in  duelling.  Whereas,  till  that  time,  the  Eng- 
lish used  to  fight  witli  long  swords  and  biiclclers,  striking  with 
tite  edge,  and  thought  it  no  part  of  man  eiUier  to  push  or  strike 
beneath  the  girdle?' 

Having  a  command  in  the  Low  Countries.  Yorke  revolted  to 
the  Spaniards,  and  died  miserably,  poiMHied,  as  was  supposed, 
by  his  new  allies.  Throe  years  anerwartis,  bis  bones  were  dug 
up  and  gibbeted  by  the  command,of  the  States  of  Holland. 

Thomas  Stukely,  another  distinguished  gallant  of  the  time, 
was  bred  a  merchant,  being  the  son  of  a  rich  clothier  in  the 
west  He  wedded  the  daughter  and  lieiress  of  a  wealthy  alder- 
man of  London,  named  Curtis,  after  whose  deaUi  he  squandered 
the  riches  he  thus  acquired  in  all  manner  of  extravaganc<>. 
His  wife,  whose  fortune  supplied  his  umote.  lepiesented  to  him 
that  he  ought  to  make  more  of  her.  Stukely  replied,  "I  will 
make  as  much  of  thee,  believe  me,  as  it  is  pofNible  for  any  to- 
do  :'*  and  he  kept  his  word  in  one  sense,  having  stripped  he: 
even  of  her  wearing  apparel,  betbre  he  finally  ran  away  from  her.  ■ 

Having  fled  to  Italy,  he  centrived  to  impose  upon  the  Pope, 
with  a  plan  of  invading  Ireland,  for  which  be  levied  soldiers, 
and  made  some  preparations  ;  but  ended  by  engaging  himself 
and  his  troops  in  the  service  of  King  Sebastian  of  Portugal.  He 
sailed  with  Uiat  prince  on  his  flital  voyage  to  BUrbary,  and  fell 
with  him  at  the  balUe.of  Alcazar. 

Stukely,  as  one  of  the  first  gallants  of  the  time,  has  had  tlui 
honour  to  be  chronieletf  in  song,  in  Evans's  Old  Ballads,  vol.  lii. 
edition  1810.  His  fate  is  also  introduced  in  a  traaedv,  by^Georgr 
Peel,  as*  has  been  supposed,  called  the  BaUle  of  Alrnrafr.  twm 
which  play  Dryden  is  alleged  to  have  taken  Uie  idea  of  l)o*i 
Sebastian  ;  if  so.  it  is  surprising  he  omitted  a  eharaotur  so  non- 
gonial  to  King  Charles  Uie  ^second's  time.  t«  thj)  witty,  bis«a 
and  profligate  Thomas  Stukel^:  ""  "^  ^^^  ^<^  "  ^ 
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Uibx  ooii«d<Mruis  their  dear  n^ve  oomitry  nuralr  as 
a  prize-fighting  stable,  upon  whioh  lereigDen  are  wel- 
come to  fiwcide  their  quarrels." 

"  Benedicito  I"  replied  the  Abbot,  **  they  are  indeed 
alippery  and  evil  times." 

'*  And  therefore,"  said  Father  Eustace,  "  we  must 
walk  warily— we  must  not,  for  example,  bring  this 
man— this  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  to  our  house  of  saint 
Marv's." 

**  But  how  then  shall  we  dispose  of  him  ?"  leplied 
the  Abbot ;  "  bethink  thee  that  he  is  a  sufferer  for 
holy  Church's  sake— that  his  patron,  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  hath  been  our  friend,  and  that, 
lying  so  near  us,  he  mav  work  us  weal  or  ^o  ac- 
cording; as  we  deal  with  nis  kinsman." 

"  And,  accordingly,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  for  these 
reasona,  as  we\l  as  lor  discharge  of  the  great  duty  of 
Christian  chanty,  I  would  protect  and  relieve  this 
man.  Let  him  not  go  bacii  to  Julian  Avenelr-tliat 
uncons<;ientious  baron  would  not  stick  to  plunder  the 
exiled  stranger— Let  him  remain  here— the  q)ot  is 
secluded,  and  if  the  accommodation  be  beneath  his 
<iuality,  discovery  will  become  the  less  likely.  We 
will  make  such  means  for  his  convenience  as  we  can 
devise." 

''Will  he  be  persuaded,  thmkest  thou 7"  said  the 
Abbot;  **  I  will  leave  my  own  travellinjg  bed  for  his 
reDOse,  and  send  19  a  suitable  easv-chair." 

With  such  easements,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  he 
must  not  complain  t  and  then  if  threatened  by  any 
sudden  danger,  he  can  soon  come  down  to  the  sanc- 
tuary, where  we  will  harbour  him  in  secret-  until 
means  can  be  devised  of  dismissing  him  in  safety." 

"  Were  we  not  better,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  send  him 
on  to  the  court,  and  g^  rid  of  him  at  once?" 

"  Ay,  but  at  the  expense  of  our  friends— this  but- 
terfly may  fold  his  wmgs,  and  lie  under  cover  in  the 
cold  air  of  Glendearg;  but  were  he  at  Holyrood,  he 
would,  did  his  life  depend  on  it,  expand  his  spangled 
draperv  in  the  eyes  of  the  queen  and  court— Rather 
than  fail  of  distinction,  he  would  sue  for  love  to  our 
gracious  sovereign— the  ^es  of  all  men  would  be 
upon  him  in  the  course  or  three  short  days,  and  the 
international  peace  of  the  two  ends  of  the  island 
endangered  for  a  creat>ii^  who,  like  a  silly  moth, 
cannot  abstain  from  fluttering  round  a  light." 

"  Thou  hast  prevailed  with  me.  Father  Eustace," 
said  the  Abbot,  "  and  it  will  go  hard  but  I  improve 
on  thy  plan— I  will  send  up  in  secret,  not  only  house- 
hold stufij  but  wine  and  wassell-bread.  There  is  a 
voung  swankie  here  who  shoots  venison  well.  I  will 
give  nim  directions  to  see  that  the  knight  lacks  none." 

"  Whatever  acoomnuxlation  he  can  hava  which 
infers  not  a  risk  of  discovery,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
••  it  is  our  duty  to  afford  him." 

,"  Nay,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  we  will  do  more,  and 
will  instantly  dispatch  a  servant  express  to  the 
keeper  o£.our  revestiary  to  send  us  such  things  as  he 
may  wan  t.  even  this  night.    See  it  done,  good  ratber." 

"  I  will,"  answeredT  Father  Eustace ;  "  but  I  hear 
the  gull  clamorous  for  some  one  to  truss  his  points^* 
He  will  be  fortunate  if  he  lights  on  any  one  here, 
who  can  do  him  the  office  of  groom  of  the  chambfir." 

"I  would  be  would  appear,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  for 
here  comes  the  Refectioner  with  a  collation— By  my 
tdilh,  the  ride  hath  given  me  a  sharp  appetite !" 


CHAPTER    XVII. 

ril  Mek  for  other  aid— Spirits,  they  nj. 
Flit  rounU  inrisibte,  asihicic  as  motaa 
Ihutce  in  Uie  wnbeam.    If  ttiat  tpell 
Or  noen)amnoer*«  ligil  can  compel  th«m, 
Tliey  shall  hold  eoancil  wiUi  me.— Jamss  Dvtp. 

1 HB  reader's  attention  must  be'recalled  to  Halbert 
Glendinning,  who  had  left  the  tow^  of  Glendearg 
immediately  after  his  quarrel  with  iu  new  guest  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton.    As  he  walked  with  a  rapid  pace  up 

•  The  pointk  «rera  the  ftrinn  of  oord  or  riband,  (no  called, 
beeaue  pohued  with  motal  like  the  laoee  of  women's  «ta>-t,) 
which  attached  Uie  doublet  to  the  hose.  They  weie  very  nu- 
nieraM,  and  required  assiataaoe  to  tie  ttism  proparly,  which  was 
mUmi  inming. 


the  glett  M  Mtftw  foUowtd  him,  bssseching 
be  less  hasty. 

'*  Halbert "  said  the  old  man.  **  yon  will 
to  have  white  hair,  if  you  taM  fire  thus  mt.    «▼« 
spark  of  provocation." 

**  And  why  should  I  wish  it  old  roan."  saitf  B^ 
bert,  "  if  I  am  to  be  the  butt  tiiat  every  fool  ni«y  ail 
a  shaft  of  scorn  against  1— What  avails  it,  old 


that  you  yourself  move,  sleep,  and  wake,  eat  tliv  mi 

Surd  meal,  and  repose  on  thy  hard  pallet  ?— Wby  a 
ou  so  well  pleased  that  the  morning  shoiild  cafil  th< 
up  to  daily  toil,  and  the  evening  again  lay  thee  down 
wearied-out  wretch  1  Were  it  not  better  sleep  an 
wake  no  more,  than  to  undergo  thb  dull  exchaii0B  o 
labour  for  insensibiUty  and  of  insensibili^  for,lal>o«ir  T 

"  God  help  me,"  afiswered  Martin,  ^'^ there  maqr  b\ 
truth  in  what  thou  sayest— but  walk  sfower,  for  m^ 
old  limbs  cannot  keep  paee  with  your  young  le^a-^ 
walk  slower,  and  I  wiU  lellyoa  why  age,  though  im^ 
lovely,  is  yet  endurable." 

"  Speak  on  then,"  said  Halbeit.  slaokenins  U 
pace;  '^  but  remember  we  must  seek  venisoQ  to  le- 
fresh  the  fatigues  of  these  holy  men,  who  will  this 
morning  have  achieved  a  ioumey  often  miles  t  and 
if  we  reach  not  the  Brocksbum  head,  we  are  scarce 
like  to  see  an  antler." 

"Then  know,  my  good  Halbert,"  said  Martin. 
"  whom  I  love  as  my  own  son,  that  I  am  aatiafied 
to  live  till  death  calls  m&  because  my  Maker  wills  it. 
Ay,  and  although  I  spend  what  men  call  a  hard  life, 
pinched  with  cold  in  winter,  and  burnt  with  heat  in 
summer,  thoosh  I  feed  hard  and  sleep  hard,  and  «n 
held  mean  ana  desptsed,  yet  I  bethink  me,  that  wse 
I  of  no  use  on  the  face  of  this  fair  creation,  God  would 
withcbaw  me  from  it." 

"  Thou  poor  old  man,"  said  Halbert,  *'  and  can 
such  a  vain  conceit  as  this  of  thy  fancied  use,  recon- 
cile thee  to  a  world  where  thou  playest  so  poor  a 
partr* 

"  My  part  was  nearly  as  poor,"  said  Marun,  "  my 
person  nearly  as  much  despised,  the  day  that  I  saved 
my  mistress  and  bar  chOd  from  perishiiig  in  the  wil 
demess." 

"Right,  Martin."  answered  Halbert;  "therev  in 
deed,  thou  didst  what  might  be  a  sufficient  apoiagy 
for  a  whole  life  of  insignificance." 

"  And  do  you  account  it  for  nothing,  Halbert,  ths^ 
I  should  have  the  power  or  siving  yoii  a  lesson  ol 
patience  and  submission  to  the  destinies  of  Provi- 
dence 7  Methinks  there  is  use  for  the  gray  hairs  on 
the  old  scalp,  were  it  but  to  instruct  the  gre^i  head 
by  precept  and  by  example." 

Halbert  held  down  his  face,  and  remained  silent 
for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then  resumed  his  discourse* 
"  Martin,  seest  thou  aught  changed  in  me  of  late  T' 

**  Surely,"  said  Martm.  /  I  have  always  knows 
you  hasty,  wild,  and  inconsiderate,  rude,  and  prompt 
to  speak  at  the  vollev  and  without  reflection ;  but 
now,  methink^  your  Searing,  without  losing  its  08* 
tural  fire,  has  something  in  it  of  force  and  digmtj 
which  it  had  not  before.  It  seems  as  if  you  bad 
fallen  asleep  a  carle,  and  avrakened  a  gentleman." 

"Thou  canst  judge,  then,  of  noble  bearing  1"  said 
Halbert. 

"  Surely,"  answered  Martin,  "  in  ^me  sort  lean, 
for  I  Jiave  travelled  through  court,  and  camp,  sod 
city,  with  my^  master  Walter  Avenel,  although  Im 
could  do  nothing  for  me  in  the  long  run.  but  givs 
roe  room  for  two  score  of  sheep  on  the  hill-HiiMl 
surely  even  now,  while  I  speak  with  you,  I  fed  seo- 
Bible  that  my  language  is  more  refined  than  it  iamy 
wont  to  use,  and  that— though  I  know  not  the  rea- 
son— the  rude  northern  dialect,  so  familiar  to  mr 
tongue,  has  given  place  to  a  more  town-bred-sqpesco. 

"  And  this  change  in  thvself  and  me,  thoo  canst 
by  no  means  account  for  ?"  said  young  GHendu^iiin^ 

"  Change !"  replied  Martin,  **  by  Our  Lady,  it  isnot 
so  much  a  change  which  I  feel,  as  a  recaUioffSDa 
renewing  sentiments  and  expressions  which T  hsa 
some  thirty  years  since,  ere  Tibb  and  I  set  qp  0«r 
humble  household.  It  is  singular,  that  your  sodety 
shouki  have  this  sort  of  influence  over  me»  Hawfft. 
and  that  I  should  never  have  experienced  it  ers  v^ 

"  Thinkest  thou,"  said  Halbert,  "  thfMi  WQStk  m 
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'^iiicht  thttt  csn  mi«e  me  from  ditA  base,  low,  deepised 
state,  into  one  where  I  mav  rank  with  those  proud 
'Inen,  who  now  despise  my  clownish  poverty  ?'* , 

Martin  paused  an  instant,  and  then  answered, 
,  **  Doubtless  vou  may,  Halbert ;  as  broken  a  ship  has 
'eome  to  land.  Heard  ye  never  of  Hughie  Dun,  who 
'  Vft  this  Halidome,  some  thirty-five  years  gone  by? 

•  A  delively  fellow  was  Hughie—could  read  and  wnte 
like  a  priest,  and  could  wield  brand  and  buckler  with 

'  the  best  of  the  riders.    I  mind  him— the  like  of  him 
was  never  seen  in  the  Halidome  of  St.  Mar^s,  and 
'  mo  was  seen  of  the  preferment  that  God  sent  him.'* 
**  And  what  was  that  T'   said  Halbert,  his  eyes 
sparkling  with  eagerness. 

'*  Nothing  less,^  answered  Martin,  "  than  body- 

•  servant  to  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews!" 

Halbert's  countenance  fell.— "  A  servant— and  to  a 
priest?  .Was  this  all  that  knowledge  and  activity 
could  raise  him  to  1" 

Martin  in  his  turn,  looked  with  wistful  surprise  in 
the  face  of  his  young  friend.  **  And  to  what  could 
fortune  lead  him  fartner  ?"  answered  he.  "  The  son 
of  a  kirk-feuar  is  not  the  stuff  that  lords  and  knights 
are  made  o£  Courage  and  school-craft  cannot  change 
chuil's  blood  into  gentle  blood,  I  trow.  I  have  heard, 
forbv,  that  Hughie  Dun  left  a  good  five  hundred  punds 
of  Soots  money  to  his  only  aaughter,  and  that  she 
married  the  Bailie  of  Pitten  weem." 

At  this  moment,  and  while  Halbert  vas  embar- 
rassed with  devising  a  suitable  answer,  a  deer  bounded 
across  their  path.  In  an  instant  the  crossbow  was 
at  the  Youth's  shoulder,  the  bolt  whistled,  and  the 
deer,  after  giving  one  bound  upright,  dropt  dead  on 
the  green  sward. 

"  There  lies  the  venison  our  dame  wanted,"  said 
Martin ;  "  who  would  have  thought  of  an  out-lying 
stag  being  so  low  down  the  glen  at  this  season  7— 
And  it  is  a  hart  of  grease  too,  m  full  season^  and  three 
inches  of  fat  on  the  brisket  Now  this  is  all  your 
luck,  Halbert,  that  follows  you,  go  where  you  like. 
Were  you  to  put  in  for  it,  I  would  warrant  you  were 
made  one  of  the  Abbot's  yeomen-prickers,  and  ride 
about  in  a  purple  doublet  as  bold  as  the  best" 

"Tush,  man,"  answered  Halbert,  "  I  will  serve  the 
Queen  or  no  one.  Take  thou  care  to  have  down  the 
venison  to  the  Tower,  since  they  expect  it  I  will  on 
to  the  moss.  I  have  two  or  tbiee  bird-bolts  at  my 
girdle,  and  it  may  be  I  snail  find  wild-fowl" 

He  hastened  his  pace,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight 
Martin  paused  for  t  moment,  and  looked  after  him. 
**  There  goes  the  making  of  a  right  gallant  stripling, 
an  ambition  have  not  the  opoiling  of  him— Serve  the 
dueen !  said  he.    By  my  faith,  and  she  hath  worse 
senranta,  from  all  that  I  e'er  heard  of  him.    And 
wherefore  should  he  not  keep  a  high  bead?    They 
that  ettle  to  the  top  of  the  ladder  will  at  least  get  up 
tome  rounds.    They  that  mint*  at  a  gown  of  gold, 
will  always  get  a  sleeve  of  it   But  come,  sir,  (address- 
'  ing  the  stag,)  you  iliall  go  to  Olendeaig  on  my  two 
legs  somewhat  more  slowly  than  you  were  frisking  it 
even  now  on  your  own  four  ninible  shanks.    Nay, 
by.  my  faith,  if  you  be  so  heavy.  I  will  content  me 
with  the  best  of  you,  and  that's  the  haunch  and  the 
Dombies,  and  e'en  heave  up  the  rest  on  the  okl  oak 
tree  yender,  and  come  back  for  it  with  one  of  the 
yaud8."t 
^       While  Martin  returned  to  Olendearg  with  the  veni- 
son, Halbert  prosecuted  his  walk,  breathing  more 
easily  since  he  was  free  of  his  oomptinion,    ''The 
domestic  of  a  proud  and  laiy  priest— body- pt^uirf  lo 
the  Archbishop  of  "Saint  Andrewt,"  h*?  lepeatcd  lo 
himself;  "and  this,  with  the  priviL^^o  of  ally  ing  his 
blood  with  the  Bailie  of  Pittenwetmi,  ia  ihoupht  a 
preferment  worth  a  brave  man's  htTijpjJtIing  (on— 
nay  more,  a  preferment  which,  if  uHo^^^mI,  should 
crown  the  hopes,  past,  present,  and  to  i?f*me,  of  the 
son  of  a  kirk -vassal  I    By  heaven,  but  ihnt  1  fin  J  in 
me  a  reluctance  to  practise  their  ncis  of  noL-^turim] 
rapine,  I  would  rather  lake  the  ja-k  mid  In  nee,  und 
ioin  with  the  Border-riders.— Sorotiihins  1  wilt  <1i\ 
Hero,  degraded  and  dishonoured,  I  will  not  iivt-  tlis 
fconi  of  each  whiffling  stranger  from  the  So  tins, 
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becadse,  fbrsoodi,  he  Wearti  tinMmg  wpan  on  a  ttwBf 
boot  This  thing— this  phantom,  be  it  what  if  wilL 
I  will  see  it  once  more.  SinoeJ  spoke  with  her,  and 
touched  her  hand,  thoughts  and  feelings  have  dawned 

gn  me,  of  which  my  former  life  bad  not  even  dreamed  9 
ut  shall  It  who  feel  my  father's  slen  too  narrow  for 
my  expanding  spirit,  brook  to  be  bearded  in  it  by  this 
vain  gewgaw  01  a  courtier,  and  in  the  sight  too  of 
Mary  Avenel?  I\will  not  stoop  to  it,  by  heaven!'* 
As  he  spoke  thus,  he  fl(rrived  in  the  sequestered 
glen  of  Corri-nan-shian,  as  it  verged  upon  the  hour 
of  noon.  A  few  moments  he  remained  looking  upon 
the  fountain,  riTTrf  c^nTThtjn?: 'in  h\r  o-:t\  rninn  ivith 
U'liatfi>utitii'n;[iii^i?  itnj  Wluk-Lrnly  luigtu  tl'Cv-iv*j  liim. 
She  hud  not  incited  exprt:??ly  forbidd*  n  his  nt^r^ia 
evokitiK  hfr;  butvot  thtre -wiis  potnt^thittg  like  such 
a  prohibition  irnpW  in  tho  farewell,  which  rcciorn- 
m*:'niied  him  to  wau  for  nnoiher  i^iidf. 

Halbert  Gltnriinning  ciid  not  Inns?,  however*  allow 
himeelf  to  paue«.  Hnrdihood  vcas  the  nfttural  cha- 
rtiCTerisiic  of  hie  mind ;  sod  under  the  e^patiiion  and 
mudiflcBiion  which  hiafeelingHhad  Inlel^  undergone, 
it  htifi  btreu  nugmcntecl  tulW  thnti  diminishwL  He 
drew  hia  eworci,  tindid  tb^  btjskin  from  his  foot, 
bowi'd  three  litm^  with  deliberation  trjwnrd§  the 
fciuntninH  nmi  aa  often  townrds  the  irte,  aiwi  rcpcat*d 
the  saniti  rUymc  ns  fumiMrlv.— 

"  Thrioe  to  the  holljr  brak*^ 

Thrice  to  the  well  ;— 
I  bid  thee  awake.  * 

WhiteMaidorAveoell 

Noon  gleam*  on  the  lake~ 

Noon  glowa  on  the  Ml-— 
Wake  Uiee,  O  wake, 

White  Maid  of  ATeoel  l" 

His  eye  was  on  the  hollv  bi»h  as  he  spoke  the  last 
line;  aiid  it  was  not  without  an  involuntary  shud- 
dering thih  he  saw  the  air  betwixt  his  eye.and  that 
object  become  more  dim,  and  condense,  as  it  were, 
into  the  faint  appearance  of  a  form,  through  which, 
however,  so  thin  and  transparent  was  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  phantom,  be  could  discern  the  outline  of 
the  bush,  as  through  a  veil  of  fine  crape.  But,  gra- 
dually, it  darkened  into  a  more  substantial  appearance, 
and  the  White  Lady  stood  before  him  with  displeasure 
on  her  brow.  She  spoke,  and  her  speech  was  still 
song,  or  rather  measure  chant;  but,  as  if  now  more 
familiar,  it  flowed  occasionally  in  modulated  bjink 
verse,  and  at  other  times  in  the  lyrical  measure  wnich 
she  had  used  at  their  former  meeting. 

"  This  ia  the  'dajr  when  the  fairy  kind 

Sit  weeping  alone  for  their  hopeleu  lot^   *  . 

And  the  wood-maiden  aighi  to  (he  lighmg  wind, 

And  the  merroaiden  weepe  in  her  crystal  rrot : 

For  this  ia  the  day  that  a  deed  was  wroucbt. 

In  whicli  we  have  neither  part  nor  »hare, 

For  the  children  of  clay  wai  salvatioo  bought, 

But  not  for  the  forma  of  sea  or  air  I 

And  ever  the  mortal  ia  moat  forlorn, 

Who  roeoteth  our  raee  oa  the  Friday  mom." 

"Spirit,"  said  Halbert  Glendinning  boldly,  "ii  Is 
bootless  to  threaten  one  who  holds  his  life  at  no  rate. 
Thine  anger  can  but  slay;  nor  do  I  think  thy  power 
extendeth,  or  (hy  will  stretcheth,  so  ^ar.  The  terrors 
which  your  race  produce  upon  others,  are  vain  against 
me.  My  heart  is  hardened  against  fear,  as  by  a  sense 
of  despair.  If  I  am,  as  thy  words  infer,  of  a  race 
more  peculiarly  the  care  of  neaven  than  thine,  it  is 
mine  to  call,  it  must  be  thine  to  answer.  I  am  the 
nobler  being." 

As  he  spoke,  the  figure  looked  upon  mm  with  a 
fierce  and  ireful  countenance,  which,  without  losing 
the  similitude  of  that  which  it  usually  exhibited,  had 
a  wilder  and  more  exaggerated  cast  of  features.  The 
eyes  seemed  to  contract  and  become  more  fiery,  ana 
slight  convulsions  passed  over  the  face,  as  if  it  was 
aTOUt  to  be  transformed  into  somethmg  hideous. 
The  wholes  appearance  resembled  those  faces  which 
the  imagination  summons  up  when  it  is  disturbed  bjf 
laudanum,  but  which  do  not  remain  under  the  vi- 
sionary's command,  and,  beautiful  in  their  first  ap» 
pearance,  become  wild  and  grotesque  ere  we  can  arrest 
them. 

But  when  Halbert  had  concluded  his  oold  speeohj 
the  White  Lady  stood  before  him  with  the  same  palab 
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fixed,  and  roeiawdiolr  aspect,  which.Bhe  iisaaUv  bore. 
He  had  expected  the  agitation  which  she  exhibited 
would  conclude  in  sgine  frightful  metamorphosis. 
Folding  her  arms  on  her  bosom,  the  phantom  re- 
plied,—  , 

*Darinf  youthl  for  thee  it  is  well, 

Here  cauiinr  rae  in  haunted  dell. 

That  thr  heart  hai  notquail'd 

Nor  thy  courage  fail'd, 

And  that  thou  couldat  brook 

The  angry  look 

or  Her  of  AveneL 

Did  one  limb  shiver, 

Or  an  eyelid  ouivcr,  # 

Thou  wert  Io«i  for  erer. 

Thoof  h  I  am  forai'd  rrom  thi.  ether  bl«e, 

And  tor  blood  ic  of  the  unfkllen  dew, 

And  thou  art  framed  of  mud  and  duit, 

*Tis  thine  to  ipeak,  reply  I  must" 

** I  demand  of  thee,  then,"  said  the  youth,. "by  w;hat 
dbarm  it  is  that  I  am  thus  altered  in  mind  and  m 
wishes— that  I  think  no.  longer  of  deer  or  dog,  of  bow 
or  bolt— that  my  soul  spurns  the  bounds  of  this  ob- 
scure glen— that  my  blood  boils  at  an  insult  from  one 
by  whose  stirrup  I  would  some  days  since  have  run  for 
a  whole  summer's  mom,  contented  and  honoured  by 
the  notice  of  a  single  wordl  Why  do  I  now  seek  to 

Pate  me  with  princes,  and  knight8,.and  nol^les  I—Am 
the  same,  who  but  yesterday,  as  it  were,  slumbered 
in  contented  obsciuity,  but  who  am  to-day  awakened 
to  glory  and  ambition  7— Speak— tell  me,  if  thou  canst, 
the  meaning  of  this  ehange?- Am  I  spell-bound— or 
have  I  till  now  been  under  the  influence  of  a  spell,  that 
I  feel  as  another  beinK,  yet  am  conscious  of  remain- 
ing the  same  ?  Si)eak  and  tell  me,  is  it  to  thy  influ- 
ence that  the  change  is  owing  T 
The  White  Lady  replied,— 

*<  A  mightier  wisard  fkr  than  I 

Wieldii  o'er  the  flniverw  hif  power ; 
Him  owns  the  oagle  in  the  sky, 
The  luftle  in  the  bower.. 
\  Changeful  in  «hape,  yet  mtghUest  still, 

He  wields  the  heart  of  roan  &t  will, 
From  ill  to  good,  f^om  good  to  ill. 
In  eot  and  casUe-tower." 

"  Speak  not  thus  darkly,"  said  the  youth,  colouring 
BO  deeply,  that  face,  neck,  and  hands,  were  m  a  san- 
guine glow ;  "  make  me  sensible  of  thy  purpose. 
Tlie  spirit  answered,— 

••  Ask  thy  heart,  whose  seerel  cell 

Is  aird  with  Manr  Avenel  I    ,     ^ 

Ask  thy  pride,  why  soomful  look 

In  Mary's  view  it  will  not  brook  7 

Ask  it,  why  thou  seek'st  to  rise 

Among  the  mighty  and  Uie  wise,— 
»  Why  thou  spnm'st  thy  lowly  lot,— 

WUf  thy  pastimes  are  forgot,— 

Why  thou  wo6ldst  in  bloody  stnJ^ 

Mend  thjr  luck  or  lose  thy  life  1 

Ask  thyheart,  and  it  shall  teU« 

Sighing  fh)m  lU  secret  cell, 

»Tis  for  Mary  AveneL*' 

"  Tell  me,  then."  said  Halbert,  his  check  still  deep- 

f  crimsoned,  "  thou  who  hast  said  to  me  that  which 
dared  not  to  say  myself;  by  what  means  shall  I  urge 
my  passion— by  what  means  make  it  known? 
The  White  Lady  replied,— 

"Donotaskme;        ^  .      .  ^  ,. 

On  doubtMike  these  tho«i  canst  not  task  me. 

We  only  see  the  passiug  show 

Of  human  pasvios  ebb  ana  now ; 

And  view  the  pageant's  idle  glanoe 

As  mortals  eye  the  northern  ovtce, 

When  thousand  streamers,  flashmg  bright. 

Career  it  o'er  the  brow  of  night. 

And  gazers  mark  their  changeful  gleams, 

But  foel  DO  iofloenoe  tnm  their  beams." 

"  Ye*  thine  ow©  fate,"  repKed  Halbert, "  unless  men 
groatlv  err,  is  linked  with  thai  of  mortals  1" 
The  phantom  answered,— 

"  By  ties  myfterious  link'd,  oar  (kted  race 
Holds  strange  connexion  with  the  sons  of  mm. 
The  star  that  rose  upon  the  House  of  Ax'eoel, 

I  When  Nornian  IHric  llrst  assumed  the  naoae. 

That  star,  when  culnHoating  in  lU  orbit, 
tShot  ftom  iu  sphere  a  drop  of  diamond  dew, 
And  Uiis  bright  font  received  it-and  a  Spml 
Rose  ftwn  the  fountain,  and  her  date  of  lifo 
Hath  co-existence  with  the  HOost  of  Aveod, 
And  wiU»  the  star  that  nHos  it" 

i'  Speak  yet  more  plainly,"  answered  young  Glen- 


dinning;  "of  this  I  can  naderstaod  nothing, 
what  bath  forged  thy  wierded*  unk  of  destiny 
the  U«use  of  Avenel  1  Say,  especially,  what  late 
overhano  that  house?" 
The  White  Lady  replied,— 

**  Look  on  ray  nrdle— on  nito  thread  of  gold— 
*Tisflneasw«bof  lighiastg 


And,  but  there  is  a  spell  oo't,  would  not  bind. 
Light  as  they  are.  the  folds  of  my  thin  robe. 
But  when  Uwas  donn'd.  it  was  a  massive  chain. 
Such  as  might  bind  the  champion  of  the  Jews, 
Even  when  his  locks  were  loagest-it  hath  dwiodied, 
Hathminish'd  in  its  subsumes  and  its  strength. 
As  sunk  the  greatness  of  the  House  of  Aveod. 
When  this  (nil  thread  fives  way,  I  to  the  c' — 
Resign  the  principles  of  life  they  lent  me. 
'       Askmenoraoreof  thkl— theftarsforbiditi" 

"  Then  canst  thou  read  the  stars,"  answered  Hm 
youth,  "  and  mayst  tell  me  the  fate  of  my  passion,  A 
thou  canst  not  aid  it  7*' 

The  White  Lady  again  rcphed,— 

.  "  Dim  tmriM  the  once  briglit  star  of  Awnal, 
Dim  as  the  beacon  when  the  mom  is  nigh. 
And  the  o'er- wearied  warder  leaves  the  lifhthome ; 


There  ii  an  influence  sorrowfhl  and  fisarfhl. 
That  dogs  its  downward  course.    DtsasCnMis  paaatoa. 
Fierce  hate  and  rivalij,  art  in  thaaqiect  . 

That  lowers  upoh  its  forliioaa.'* 

"And  rivalry?"  repeated  Glendinningt  "it  is  then 
as  I  feared  t— But  shall  that  English  sUkwonn  pn»- 
sume  to  beard  me  in  my  fathei^s  house,  and  in  tbs 
prcserfce  of  Mary  Avenel?— Give  me  to  meet  him. 
spirit,— give  me  to  do  away  the  rain  distinction  of 
rank  on  which  he  refuses  me  the  combat  Placse  vs 
on  equal  terms,  and  gleam  the  stars  with  what  aspect 
they  will,  the  sword  of  my  father  shall  control  mk 
influences.*' 

She  ansMrered  as  promptly  as  before,— 

"  Complain  not  of  ma,  child  of  clay, 
If  to  thy  harm  I  yield  the  way. 
We,  who  soar  Uiy  sphere  above. 
Know  not  aught  of  hate  or  love ; 
As  will  or  wisdom  rulea  thy  mood. 
My  gifts  to  evil  turn,  or  good." 

"  Give  me  to  redeem  my  honour,"  said  Halbcft 
Glendinning— "give  me  to  retort  on  my  nrood  riv^ 
the  insults  he  has  thrown  on  me,  and  let  the  rest  Isrs 
as  it  wiU.  If  I  cannot  revenge  my  wrong,  I  ahsil 
slef4>  quiet,  and  know  nought  of  my  disgrace." 

Tne  phantom  failed  not  to  reply,^ 

"  When  Piercie  ShafUm  boastet)*  >ufh. 
Let  this  token  meet  his  eye. 
The  sun  is  westering  from  the  dell. 
Thy  wish  is  granted-fkre  Uiee  w^  I** 

As  the  White  Lady  spoke  or  chanted  these  last 
words,  she  undid  from  her  locks  a  siWer  bodkin 
around  which  thejr  were  twisted,  and  gave  it  to  Hal- 
bert Glendinning;  then  shaking  her  dishevelled  hair 
till  it  fell  hke  a  veil  around  her,  the  outlines  of  bar 
form  gradually  became  as  difiiise  as  her  flowing  tress- 
es, her  countenance  grew  pale  as  the  moon  in  ber  fitst 
quarter,  her  features  became  indistinguishable,  and 
she  melted  into  the  air. 

Habit  inures  us  to  wonders;  bat  the  youth  did  not 
find  himself  alone  by  the  fountain  withont  experien- 
cing, though  in  a  much  less  degree,  the  revnlsisB  of, 
spirits  which  he  had  felt  upon  the  phantom's  fbimer 
disappearance.  A  doubt  strongly  pressed  upon  bis 
mind,  whether  it  were  safe  to  avail  himself  of  the 
gifts  of  a  spirit  which  did  not  even  pretend  to  bekMig 
to  the  class  of  angels^  and  might,  for  atu^ht  he  knew, 
have  a  much  worse  lineage  than  that  which  she  was 
pleased  to  avow.  "  I  will  speak  of  it,"  he  said,  **  to 
Edward,  who  is  clerkly  learned,  and  will  tell  roe  what 
I  should  do.  And  yet  no— Ed  ward  is  scrupulous  and 
waiy.— I  will  prove  the  effect  of  her  giA  on  Sir  Pier- 
cie Shafton  if  he  again  braves  me^  and  by  the  issue,  I 
will  be  myself  a  sufficient  judge  whether  there  is  dan- 
ger in  resorting  to  her  counseL  Home  then,  homel- 
and we  shall  soon  learn  whether  that  home  riiall 
longer  hold  me ;  for  not  again  will  I  brook  insult, 
with  ray  father's  sword  by  my  side,  and  Mary  lur  lbs 
spectator  of  my  disgrace.^' 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 
t  fiTe  tliee  eiglitoenpi.>nc«  a-day, 

And  my  how«lialt  thou  bear. 
And  over  all  thn  north  nountry. 

I  Rinke  thee  the  chipf  rydere. 
And  I  thirteenpvnce  a-day,  quoth  the  qtieen, 

By  God  and  by  my  faye: 
Come  fotch  thy  payment  when  thon  wilt, 

No  man  shall  My  Uiee  nay.— IKitfteM  of  CtQudtsUp. 

The  manners  of  the  age  did  not  permit  the  inha- 
Plants  uf  Glendearg  to  parlnkeof  the  collation  which 
was  placed  in  the  spence  of  that  ancient  tower,  he- 
Ebre  the  Lord  Abbot  and  his  attendants,  and  Sir  Pier- 
cie  Shafton.  Dame  Glendinning  was  excluded,  both 
by  inferiority  of  rank  and  by  sex }  for  (though  it  was 
a  rule  often  neglected)  the  Superior  of  Saint  Mary's 
was  debarred  fVom  taking  his  meals  in  female  society. 
To  Mary  Avenel  the  latter,  and  to  Edward  Glendin- 
ning the  former,  incapacity  attached ;  but  it  pleased 
his  lordship  to  raiuire  their  presence  in  the  apartment, 
and  to  say  sundry  kind  words  to  them  upon  the  raady 
and  hospitable  reception  which  they  had  afforded  him. 

The  smoking  haunch  now  stood  upon  the  table ;'  a 
napkin,  white  as  snow,  was,  with  due  reverence, 
luckeii  under  the  chin  of  the  Abbot  by  the  Rcfection- 
er ;  and  nought  was  wanting  to  commence  the  repast, 
■ave  the  presence  of  Sir  PJercie  Shafton,  who  at 
length  appeared,  glittering  like  the  sun,  in  a  carna- 
tion-velvet doublet,  slashed  and  puffed  out  with  cloth 
of  silver,  his  hat  of  the  newest  block,  surrounded  by 
i  hatband  of  coldsmith's  work,  while  around  his  neck 
be  wore  a  collar  of  gold,  wt  with  rubies  and  topazes 
10  rich,  that  it  vindicated  hi:^  anxiety  for  the  safety  of 
his  baggatre  from  being  founded  upon  his  love  of  mere 
finery.  This  gorgeous  collar  or  chain,  resembling 
those  worn  by  the  knights  of  the  highest  orders  of 
chivalry,  fell  down  on  his  breast,  and  terminated  in 
a  mf.^lallion. 

•'  We  waited  for  Sir  Piercie  Shafton."  said  the  Ab- 
bot, hastily  assuming  his  place  in  the  great  chair 
which  the  Kitchener  advanced  to  the  table  with  a 
ready  hand. 

"I  pray  your  pardon,  reverend  father,  and  my  good 
lord.''  npl led  that  pink  of  courtesy;  '*!  did  but  wait 
lo  cast  my  riding  slough,  and  to  iransmew  myself 
into  some  civil  form  meeter  for  this  worsliipful  com- 
pany." 

**  I  cannot  but  praise  your  gallantry.  Sir  Knight," 
said  the  Abbot,  "  and  your  prudenct  also,  for  chooaiug 
the  fittinff  time  to  appear  thus  adorned.  Certes,  had 
that  goodly  chain  been  visible  in  some  part  of  your 
late  progress,  there  was  risk  that  the  lawful  owner 
miKlit  have  parted  company  therewith." 

"This  chain,  said  your  reverence?"  answered  Sir 
Piercie;  "  surely  it  is  but  a  toy,  a  trifl&  a  slight  thing, 
which  shows  but  poorly  with  this  doublet— marry, 
when  I  wear  that  of  the  murrey-coloured  double-piled 
Genoa  velvet.  pui!ed  out  with  Cyprus,  the  gems, 
being  relieved  and  set  off  by  the  darker  and  more 

Gave  ground  of  the  stuff,  show  like  stars  giving  a 
strc  through  dark  clouds." 

"I  nothing  doubt  it,"  said  the  Abbot;  "but  I  pray 
you  to  sit  down  at  the  board." 

But  Sir  Piercie  had  now  got  into  his  element,  and 
was  not  easily  interrupted—"  1  own,"  he  continued, 
**  that  slight  as  the  toy  is,  it  might  perchance  have 
had  some  capiivation  for  Julian— Santa  Maria  1" 
said  he,  iniArupting  himself;  "what  was  I  about  to 
My,  and  my  fair  and  beauteous  Protection,  or  shall  I 
rather  term  her  my  Discretion,  here  in  presence  I— 
Indiscn^et  had  it  lH*en  in  your  AfTubilitv,  O  most  lovely 
Discretion,  to  sutTer  a  strav  word  to  nave  broke  out 
of  the  pinfold  of  his  mouth,  that  might  ovcrle-ap  the 
fence  of  civility,  and  trespass  on  the  manor  of  de- 
corum." 

**  Marry !"  said  the  Abbot,  somewhat,  impatiently, 
*  the  greatest  discretion  that  I  can  sec  in  the  matter 
is,  to  eat  our  victuals  k-ing  hot— Father  Eustace,  say 
the  Benedicite,  and  cut  up  the  haunch." 

Tlie  Sub-Prior  readily  obeyed  the  first  part  of  the 
Abbot's  injunction,  but  paus^  upon  the  second— "It 
is  Friday,  most  reverend,"  he  said  in  Latin,  desirous 
that  the  nint  should  escape,  if  possible,  the  ears  of 
the  stranger, 
r  *  Wo  antnTellfln^"  said  the  Abbot,  in  npiy,  '*  and 


viatoribua  licitum  est— You  know  the  canon— a  tra- 
veller mu4  eat  what  food  his  hard  fate  sets  before 
him.— I  grant  you  all  a  dispensation  t9  eat  flesh  thia 
day,  conditionally  that  you,  brethren,  say  the  Coi\fi' 
teor  at  curfew  time,  that  the  knight  give  alms  to 
his  ability,  and  that  all  and  each  of  you  fast  from 
flesh  on  such  day  within  the  next  month  that  shall 
seem  most  convenient ;  wherefore  fall  to  and  eat  yoiur 
food  with  cheerful  coiintenanoQS ;  and  you,  Father 
Refectioner,  da  mixittaV 

While  thd  Abbot  was  thus  stating  tho,  conditions 
on  which  his  indulgence  was  granted,  he  had  already 
half  finished  a  slice  of  the  noble  haunch,  and  now 
washed  it  down  with  a  flagon  of  rhenish,  modestly 
tempered  with  water. 

"  Well  is  it  said  "  he  observed,  as  he  required  from 
the  Refectioner  another  slice,  "that  virtue  is  its  own 
reward ;  for  though  this  is  but  humble  fare,  and  has- 
tily prepared,  and  eaten  in  a  poor  chamber,  I  do  not 
remember  me  of  having  had  such  an  appetite  since  I 
was  a  simple  brother  in  the  Abbey  of  Dundrennan, 
and  was  wont  to  labour  in  the  garden  from  morning 
until  nones,  when  our  Abbot  struck  the  Cymhalunu 
Then  would  I  enter  keen  with  hunger,  parched  with 
thuvt  {da  mihi  vinum,  fjucMo^  et  mcrum.  »»/,)  and 
partake  with  appetite  of  whatever  was  set  before  ua, 
according  to  our  rule;  feast  or  fast-day.  carjUaa  or 
ptnitentia^  was  the  same  to  me.  I  had  no  stomach 
complaints  then,  which  now  craveboth  the  aid  of  wine 
and  choice  cookery,  to  render  my  food  acceptable  to 
mv  palate,  and  easy  of  digestion.^' 

''It  may  be.  holy  father,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  a/i 
occasional  riac  to  the  extremity  of  St.  Mary's  patri* 
mony,  may  have  the  same  happy  effect  on  your  health 
as  the  air  of  the  garden  at  Dundrennan." 

"  Perchance,  with  our  patroness's  blessing,  such 
progresses  may  advantage  us,"  said  the  Abbot; 
*  having  an  especial  eye  that  our  venison  is  carefuUv 
killed  by  some  woodsman  that  ismaster  of  his  craft." 

"  If  the  Lord  Abbot  will  permit  me,"  said  the 
Kitchener,  "  I  think  the  best  way  to  assure  his  lord- 
ship on  that  important  point,  would  bo  to  retain  as 
a  yeoman  pricker,  or  deputy  ranger^  the  eldest  son  of 
this  fi^ood  woman,  Dame  Glendinnmg,  who  is  here 
to  wait  upon  us.  I  should  know  by  mine  office  what 
belongs  to  the  killing  of  game,  and  I  can  safely  pro- 
nounce, that  never  saw  I.  or  any  other  coquinarius, 
a  bolt  so  justly  shot.  It  has  cloven  the  very  heart  of 
the  buck."*' 

"  What,  speak  you  to  us  of^one  good  shot,  fotherT*. 
said  Sir  Piercie;  "I  would  advise  you  that  such  no 
more  maketh  a  shooter,  than  doth  one  swallow 
make  a  summer— I  have  seen  this  springald  of  whom 
you  speak,  and  if  his  hand  can  send  forth  his  shafia 
as  boldly  as  his  ton^e  doth  utter  prcsumpmoua 
speeches,  I  will  own  him  as  good  an  archer  as  Robin 
HotKl." 

"  Marry,"  said  the  Abbo^  "  and  it  is  fitting  we 
know  the  truth  of  this  matter  from  the  Dame  her- 
pclf ;  for  ill-advised  were  we  to  giv6  way  to  anv 
rashness  in  this  matter  whereby  the  botmties  which 
heaven  and  our  patroness  provide  might  be  unskil- 
fully mangled  and  rendered  unfit  for  worthy  men'a 
U8e.— Stand  forth,  therefore,  Dame  Glendinning,  and 
tell  to  us,  as  thy  liege  and  ^iritual  Superior,  using 
plainness  and  truth,  without  cither  fear  or  favour,  as 
being  a  matter  wherein  we  are  deeply  interested.  Doth 
this  8on  of  thine  use  his  bow  as  well  as  the  Father 
Kitchener  avers  to  us?" 

"  So  please  your  noble  fatherhood,"  answered  Dame 
Glendinning,  with  a  deep  curtsy,  "I  should  know 
somewhat  of  archery  to  my  cost,  seeing  my  husband 
—God  assoilzie  him  1— was  slain  in  the  fiejd  of  Pinkie 
with  an  arrow-shot,  while  he  was  fighting  under 
the  Kirk's  banner,  as  became  a  liege  vassal  of  the 
Halidome.  He  was  a  valiant  nian,  please  your  re- 
verence, and  an  honest ;  and  saving  that  he  loved  a 
bit  of  venison,  and  shifted  for  his  living  at  a  time 
as  Border- men  will  sometimes  do,  I  wot  not  cf  sin 
that  he  did.  And  yet,  though  I  have  paid  for  maaa 
after  mass,  to  the  matter  of  a  forty-shilling,  beaidca  a 
quarter  of  wheat  and  four  firlots  of  rye,  I  can  have 
no  assurance  yet  that  he  haa  been  delivend  from 
purgatuif." 
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poiin-iliiiii?  <'[<k.'— crossbow,  u:u\  Ion:;-bo\v.  Iiaml-min 
aiul  liftfkbut,  faboiu.l  iirui  anker,  he  can  sbcmt  wiih 
theiH  all.  Ami  if  ii  w<)iilfi  pip.isc  {\m  rit;lit  liniKinraML* 
Bf!i'ii.Mii;in,  oiirflriieyt,  to  hold  oui  bis  hut  nt  tbi*  rli:<- 
taii<:<.-  ni'a  liuiidrcd  yard*,  o:ir  Halbcri  phnll  ftcnd  i>h)irr, 
bolt,  or  bulli't  tbroimb  it,  (so  tbfit  riuht  hoiiounibli 


"  Dame/'  said  the  Lord  Abbot,  "  this  shall  be  |  bountiful  proffrr,  with  a  hope  that  Halbert  wodd  see 
looke-tl  into  heedfuUy ;  and  since  thy  husband  fell,  as  i  his  wisdom  and  accept  of  it. 

thou  saycst,  in  the  Kirk's  qunrnl,  and  under  hr  ban-  !  "  How,"  snid  the  Abbot,  bending  his  brows,  "ad- 
ner,  rely  upon  it  that  wc  will  havi-hiin  out  of  pnr::;:itory  i  ccpt  of  it  ?  -Woman,  is  thy  son  in  his  ri^ht  witsT' 
fortliwuh— thfil  is.  uIwuvh  pmvidcd  that  he  be  ihorc.  !  Mlspcth,  stunned  by  tlie  tone  in  which  this  quesiioo 
— Uiit  it  is  not  of  thy  husliand  whom  we  now  devise  ■  was  asked,  was  altogether  unable  to  ivply  t«>  it. 
to  sp'.-iik,  but  of  thy  son ;  not  of  a  siiot  Scotsman,  ■  Indiynl,  any  answer  she  misht  have  nndi  co-'.i 
but  of  a  shot  deer— Wherefore  I  i*ay,  answer  me  lo  ■  lianlly  have  been  heard,  as  it  pleased  the  two  oif'e 
the  point,  is  thy  simi  a  practised  archer,  ay  or  no  ?'      i  bearers  of  the  Abbot's  table  agoia  to  reconiineni.'% 

''Ahn'kl  my  n.'Vf'reiid   lord,"'  replied   the  widow,  !  their  alternate  dialos^ue. 
*'  and  my  croSi  would  be  luiter  tillifl,  if  I  could  an-  I     ''Refuse!''  said  the  Kitchener. 
BWv-r  your  reverence  that   he  is  not.— Practised  nr-       ''KefpseT'  answered  the  Kefectioner,  cchoinz  tKi 
clier  I—marry,  holy  sir,  I  woulii  he  would  practise  i  other's  word  in  a  tone  of  still  louder  astonishineiiL 

"  Uei"use  four  marks  bv  the  year!'*  said  ihe one. 
''Ale  and  l>ctr— broth  and  mutton— cow'»-gra« 
and  palfrey's!"  shouted  the  Kitchener. 

"fiown  and  galligaskins!"  responded  the  Refe^ 
tioner. 
_  ...  .  **.V  moment's  patience,  my  brethren,"  answend 

_i»nll''iiian  swerve  not,  but  bold  out  steady.)  and  I  ■  the  Sub-Prior,  "and  let  us  nut  be  tlius  astonishfd 
wdl  ftirfeii  a  quarter  of  barley  if  he  touch  l)i!t  a  knot  before  cause  is  atTordid  of  our  amnztuiient.  Th:t 
of  hi.-*  ribands.  1  have  t^eeii  our  old  Martin  do  as  |  aooddame  best  knoweth  tlie  temper  and  spirit  of  hft 
much,  and  so  has  our  ricrht  reverend  the  Sub-Pnor,  if  son— this  much  I  can  say,  that  it  lieth  not  tor.-ap:f 
he  b'.'  picaseil  lo  remember  it."  letters  or  learning,  of  which  I  have  in  vain  endea^ 

"  1  am  not  like  to  forget  if,  dame,"  said  Father  voured  to  instil  into  him  some  tincture.  Ncverthf- 
Eustace;  "  for  1  knew  not  which  most  to  admire,  less,  he  is  a  youth  of  no  coiumon  spirit,  but  mack 
the  composure  of  the younir  marksman,  or  the  sfciuli-  j  like  those  (in'my  weak  judgment)  whom  God  raisei 
ness  ()f  theold  mark.  Vei  I  presume  not  to  advise  I  up  among  a  i.>eople  when  he  meanoth  that  th^r 
Sir  Piereie  iShafton  to  subject  his  valuable  bi-avcr,  !  deliverance  shall  be  wrought  out  with  strength  of 
and  yet  more  valuable  persun,  to  such  a  risk,  unless  ]  hand  and  valour  of  heart.  Such  men  we  have  M\a 
it  should  be  his  own  sperial  ph-asun.'."  i  marked  hy  a  wavwardness,  and  even  an  obstinacy  of 

'"  15-  assured  it  is  not,"  said  Sir  Piercin  Shifton,  |  cliaraeter,'  wlii<;h  hath  appeared  intractabiliry  hoi 
so!nethiii.-?ha««iily  ;  "be  well  assured,  holy  father,  that  j  stupidity  to  those  among  whom  they  walked  aud 
I  dispute  not  the  lad's  qualities,  for  whieh  j  were  conversant,   until  the   very  opportunity  hath 

arrive*!  in  which  it  was  the  will  of  Providence  Ihal 
tlipy  should  be  the  fitting  instniment  of  ureal  thinap^." 
"Now.  in  good  time  hast  thou  spoken,  Faihef 
Kustacc,"  said  tlie  Abbot;  "and  we  will  s«  tt::s 
swafikie  before  wc  decide  upon  the  means  of  emf»'i>y 


It  IS  not. 

your  r-'vereiice  voiiclies.  But  bows  are  but  wcM^d^ 
6trim£s  are  but  flax,  or  the  silk-worm's  excrement  at 
best ;  ar<'h«.'rs  ar»f  but  men,  liuirers  iniv  slip,  eyes 
may  daz/le.  the  blindest  may  hit  the  butt.  thi>  b'e.>-t 
mirk-r  may  shoot  a  bow's  le'ngtii  be-aitle.  Therefore 
will  we  try  no  perilous  experim«'nts." 

"  He  that  as  you  will.  Sir  Piereie."  said  the  Abbot ; 
"  m  .autime  we  will  name  this  youth  bow-brarer  in 
the  finest  grail U'd  to  us  by  good  King  David,  that 
theciias'?  might  recreate  our  wearied  spirits,  the  llefh 
of  thii  deer  improve  our  poor  commons,  aud  the 
hides  cover  the  books  of  our  librarv;  thus  lending  a( 
oni'>i  to  ihi'  sustenance  of  body  and  soul." 

*'  Kueel  di>wn,  woman,  kneel  down,"  said  the  Re- 
fectioiii^r  and  the  Kitehem  r,  with  one  voice,  to  Dame 
GleMdinning,  "  and  kiss  his  lordship's  hand,  for  the 
grai;e  which  he  hasgranK'd  to  thy  son." 

Tliey  then,  as  if  they  had  been  chanting  the  ser- 
vic»?  and  the  responsi-s,  s».'t  off  in  a  sort  of  duetto. 
enum'Tatini!  the  a«i  vantages  of  the  situation. 

"A  grei'n  gown  and  a  pair  of  leathi  rn  gaUigaskins 
everv  IN'utecost,"  said  the  Kitchener. 

"  Fimr  marks  by  the  year  at  Candlemas,"  an- 
8wen*<|  the  Refeetitincr. 

'*  An  hogshea<l  of  ale  at  Martlemas,  of  the  double 
strike,  and  sini.de  ale  at  pleasure,  as  he  shall  agree 
with  the  Cellarer"' 

"  Who  is  p.  reasijnablc  man, '  said  the  Abbot ; 
"and  will  encourage  an  active  servant  of  the  con- 
vent." 

"  A  nvss  of  broth  and  a  dole  of  mutton  or  beef,  at 
the  Kitchener's,  on  each  high  holiday,"  resumed  the 
Kitelvner.' 

''The  cang  of  two  cows  and  a  palfp^v  on  Our  La- 
dy's meadow."  answen^l  his  brother  oiTieer. 

"An  ox-hide  to  make  l)U"»kins  of  yearly,  because  of 
the  brambles,"  echoed  the  Kitchener. 

"  And  various  other  perquisites,  quee  nvnc prdsrri- 
bere  hnenm"  said  the  Abbot,  suinmim;,  with  his 
wn  lunily  voice,  the  advantages  attached  to  the 
ffice  of  <'onvcntual  bow-bearei 

Daior  (^lendinning  was  all  this  while  on  her  knees, 
ner  h(  ad  mc*chanicallv  turning  from  the  one  church- 
olRccr  Ut  theo'her,  which,  as  they  stood  one  on  each 
side  of  ner,  nad  much  the  appearaiure  of  a  ficure 
movi'd  by  clock-work,  and  so  soon  as  they  wen*  sifent, 
Hiost  devoutlv  did  she  kiss  the  munifict>nt  hand  of 
Hh'  A hhot.  Conscious,  however,  of  Halbert's  intrac- 
tability  in  some  points^  she  could  not  help  quaVvfvm:; 
-^  KThteful  »ad  reiterated  thanks  for  ibe  AbW 
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mg  him.— H«)w  say  you.  Sir  Piereie  Shafton.  isnnol 
the  court  fashion  to  suit  the  man  lo  the  office,  and 
not  the  oiVicc  to  the  man  ?'' 

"  So  pleast»  vour  reven^nce  and  lonlship,"  answered 
the  Noriliumnrian  knight,  "I  do  partly,  that  i#.;a 
Some  sf)rt,  subscril>e  to  what  your  wistiom  hath  deli- 
vered—Xr-vcrtheless,  under  reveriMicc  of  the  Sul>- 
Prior,  we  do  not  look  for  gallant  leaders  and  naiionil 
deliven.rs  in  the  hovels  of  the  mean  common  pr-if-l*. 
f'n'dit  me.  that  if  there  be  some  flashes  of  maniil 
spirit  about  this  young  person,  whi<-h  I  am  notcalltd 
upon  to  dispute,  (though  I  have  seldom  seen  thatpn>- 
sumption  and  arrogance  were  made  (rood  ntf^n  t^ie 
upshot  by  det»d  and  action.)  yet  still  these  will  prme 
insuili'Mcnt  to  distinguish  him.  save  in  bis  own  limiinl 
and  lowly  snhere— even  as  the  glowworm,  whieh 
makes  a  goodlv  show  among  the  grass  of  the  firld. 
would  he  of  little  avail  if  deposited  in  a  bcacon-graU:.'' 

"Xow,  in  good  time"  saiil  the  Sub-Prior,  ''and 
here  comes  the  young  huntsman  to  speak  for  him- 
self;" for,  being  olacrd  opposite  to  the  window,  h* 
could  observe  HallH'rt  as  he  ascended  the  little  mound 
on  which  the  tower  was  situatc<i. 

"  Snmmijn  him  to  our  prestnice  "  so  id  the  Lord 
Abbot;  and  with  an  obedient  start  the  two  uttt-ndaot 
monks  went  off  with  emulous  alertnijs*.  Dame  Glen- 
dinninff  sprung  away  at  ih«*  same  moment,  partly  to 
gain  an  instant  to  reeominend  olK.tlien^  to  her  son, 
partly  to  prevail  with  him  ro  change  liis  appar*-!  bi*fvTPe 
connncr  in  presence  of  the  .\bbot.  But  the  Kiichen** 
and  Refectioner,  both  snj-aking  at  once,  had  nlrcad? 
seizefl  each  an  arm,  and  were  leading  HalS.Tt  in  tn 
uniph  into  the  apariment,  so  that  she  could  only  ejaLii- 
late,  "His  will  be  done;  hut  an  he  had  but'hadon 
him  his  Sunday's  hose!" 

fjimitefl  and  bumlde  as  this  desire  was,  the  faief 
did  n.>t  grant  it ;  for  Halbert  Gtendinniiig  was  hurried 
info  the  presence  of  the  Lonl  Abbot  and  his  part) 
without  a  word  of  explanation,  and  withnni  a  mo- 
ment's time  being  allowed  to  as.«-nmc  his  -holidav 
host\  whieh.  in  the  language  of  the  time,  implied  boifl 
bre«'ches  and  stoekings. 

Vet  though  thus  suddenly  presentcil  amid  thecontit 
o{  ^\lu\es.  lUere  was  something  in  Ilalbcn's  appea^ 
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ti&m  the  ootmmkf  ime  vAdeYt  be  wm  bo  aneeremo- 
jiiously  intruded,  and  the  greater  part  of  whom  were 
iliBpofled  to  consider  him  with  hautear,  if  not  with 
%b«olute  contempt  But  his  appearance  and  reception 
«re  moat  devote  to  another  chiqfter. 


CHAPTER  XIX.     ' 

[Now  chooM  thee,  gallant,  betwixt  wealth  and  honoor ; 
Ttiere  lien  the  pelf,  ia  ran  to  bear  thee  throagh 
'  The  danoe  of  youth,  and  the  turmoil  of  manhood, 

Yet  leave  enough  for  age'i  chimne;-cpmer ; 
But  an  thou  graap  to  it,  fkrewell  ambition^ 
Farewell  each  hope  of  bettering  thy  condition,  \ 

And  raising  thy  low  rank  above  the  churli 
That  tilt  the  earth  for  bread.— CM  Ptay. 

It  is  neoeasanr  to  dwell  for  some  brief  space  on  the 
appearance  ana  demeanour  of  jroung  Glendinning, 
ere  we  proceed  to  describe  his  intenriew  with  the 
Abbot,  of  Saint  Mary's,  at  this  momentous  crisis  of 

Halbert  was  now  abont  nineteen  years  old,  taU  and 
active  rather  than  strong,  yet  of  that  hardy  conforma- 
tion of  limb  and  sinew,  whicfa  promises  great  strength 
when  the  growth  shall  be  complete,  and  the  svstem 
confirmed.  He  was  perfectly  well  made,  and,  like 
most  men  who  have  that  advantage,  possessed  a 
grace  and  natural  ease  of  manner  anocarriage,  which 
prevented  his  height  from  being  the  distinguished  part 
of  his  external  appearance.  It  was  not  until  you  had 
compared  hia  stature  with  that  of  those  amongst  or 
aear  to  whom  he  stood,  that  you  became  sensible 
that  the  young  Glendinntng  was  upwards  of  six  feet 
high.  In  the  combination  of  unusual  height  with 
perfect  symmetry,  ease,  and  grace  of  carriage,  the 
voung  heir  of  Glendearg.  notwithstandinf}  his  rustic 
birth  and  education,  had  greatly  the  advantage  even 

Sf  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  himself,  whose  stature  was 
>wer,  and  his  limbs,  though  there  was  no  particular 
point  to  object  to,  were  on  the  whole  less  exactly  pro- 
portioned. On  the  other  hand,  Sir  Piercie's  very 
handsome  countenance  afibrded  him  as  decided  an 
advantage  over  the  Scotsman,  as  regularity  of  fea- 
tures and  brilliance  of  complexion  could  give  over 
traits  which  were  rather  strongly  marked  than  beauti- 
ful, and  upon  whose  complexion  the  **  skyey  influ- 
ences," to  which  he  was  constantly  exposed,  had 
blended  the  red  and  white  into  the  purely  nut-brown 
hue,  which  coloured  alike  cheeks,  neck,  and  fordiead, 
and  blushed  only  in  a  darker  glow  upon  the  former.— 
Halbert's  eyes  supplied  a  marked  and  distinguished 
part  of  his  physiognomv.  They  were  lai|:e  and  of  a 
hasel  colour,  and  sparkled  in  moments  ofaaimatiop 
witl|  such  luicommon  brilliancy,  that  it  seemed  as  if 
they  actually  emitted  Ught  Nature  had  closely  curled 
the  locks  or  dark-brown  hair,  which  relieved  and  set 
off  the  features,  such  as  we  have  (kscribed  them,  dis- 
playing a  bold  and  animated  dinposition,  much  more 
than  might  have  been  expected  from  his  situation,  or 
from  his  previous  manners,  which  hitherto  had  seemed 
bashful,  homely,  and  awk^rd. 

Halbert*s  dress  was  certainly  ivot  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  sets  off,  to  the  best  advantage  a  presence 
of  itself  prepossessing.  His  jerkin  and  nose  were  of 
coarse  rustic  cloth,  and  his  cap  of  the  same.  A  belt 
round  his  waist  served  at  once  to  sustain  the  broad- 
sword which  we  have  aheadv  mentioned,  and  to  hold 
five  or  six  arrows  and  bird-bolts,  which  were  stuck 
into  it  on  the  right  side,  along  with  a  large  knife 
hilted  with  buck-hbm,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  a  dud- 
geon-dagger. To  complete  his  dress,  we  must  notice 
his  loose  buskins  of  deer's-hide,  formed  so  as  to  draw 
tip  on  the  leg  as  high  as  high  as  the  knee,  or  atplea- 
suTo  to  bo  thrust  down  lower  than  the  calves.  These 
were 'generally  used  at  the  period  by  such  as  either 
had  their  principal  occupation,  or  their  chief  pleasure, 
in  silvan  sports,  as  Chey  served  to  protect  the  legs 
against  the  rough  and  tangled  thickets  into  which 
the  jiHirsuit  of  game  fi^mently  led  them.— And  these 
trifling  particulars  complete  his  external  appearance. 

It  is  not  so  easjr  to  do  justice  to  the  manner  in  which 
yonng  Gfendinntng's  soul  spoke  through  his  eyes, 
when  Tishered  so  suddenljr  into  the  company  of  those 

'     I  h'la  eaitiest  adacation  had  taught  him  to  treat 


with  awe  and  wvemwe,  liie  degree  of  embarrasa 
ment  which  his  demeanor  evinced,  had  nothing  in 
it  either  meanly  servile,  or  ntterly  disconcerted.  II 
was  no  more  than  became  a  generous  and  ingenuous 
Srouth  of  a  bold  spirit,  but  totally  inexperienced,  who 
a^otdd  for  the  first  time  b<9  called  upon  to  think  and, 
act  for  himself  iiMuch  society,  and  under  such  disad- 
vantageous circumstances.  There  vras  not  in  his 
carriage  a  CTftin  either  of  forwardness  or  of  timidity, 
which  a  fnend  could  have  wished  away. 

He  kneeled  and  kissed  the  Abbot's  hand,  then  rose 
and  retiring  two  paces,  bowed  respectfully  to  the  cii^ 
cle  aroand,  smiling  gently  as  he  received  an  encourag- 
ing nod  from  the  Sub-Prior,  to  whom  alone  be  was 
personally  known,  and  blushing  as  he  encountered 
the  anxious  look  of  Maty  AveneV  who  behekl  with 
painful  interest  the  sort  of  ordeal  to  which  her  foster- 
brother  was  about  to  be  subjected.  Recovering  from 
the  transient  flurry  of  spirits  into  which  the  encounter 
of  her  glance  had  thrown  him,  he  stood  composedly 
awaitinj;  till  the  Abbot  should  express  Ins  pleasure. 

The  mgenuous  expression  of  countenance,  noble 
form,  and  graceful  attitude^  of  the  young  mati,  failed 
not  to  prepossess  in  his  favour  the  churchmen  in 
whose  presence  he  stood.  The  Abbot  looked  round, 
and  exchanged  a  gracknis  and  approving  glance  with 
his  counseUor  Father  Eustace,  although  probably 
the  appointment  of  a  ranger,  or  bow-bearer,  was  one 
in  which  he  might  have  been  disposed  to  proceed- 
without  the  Sub-Prior's  advice,  were  it  but  to  show 
his  own  free  agency.  But  the  good  mien  of  the  young 
man  now  in  nonunation  was  such,  that  he  rather 
hastened  to  exchange  congratulation  on  meeting 
with  so  proper  a  sulnect  of  promotion,  than  to  indulge 
any  other  reeling.  Father  Eustace  enjoyed  the  plea- 
sure which  a  well-constituted  mind  derives  from  see- 
ing a  benefit  light  on  a  deserving  object ;  for  as  he 
had  not  seen  Halbert  since  circumstances  had  made 
so  material  a  change  in  his  manner  and  feelings,  he 
scarce  doubted  that  (heproferred  appointment  would, 
notwithstanding  his  mother's  uncertainty,  suit  the 
disposition  of  a  youth  who  had  appeared  devoted  to 
woodland-sports,  and  a  foe  alike  to  sedentary  or  set- 
tied  occupation  of  any  kind.  The  Refectioner  and 
Kitchener  were  so  well  pleased  with  Halbert*s  pre- 
possessing appearance,  that  they  seemed  to  think 
that  the  salary,  emoluments,  and  perouisites,  the  dole, 
the  grazing,  the  gown,  and  the  galliffaskins,  could 
scarce  be  better  bestowed  than  on  tne  active  and 
graceful  figure  before  them. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  whether  from  being  more 
deeply  engaged  in  his  own  cogitations,  or  that  the 
subject  was  unworthy  of  his  notice,  did  not  seem  to 
partake  of  the  general  feeling  of  approbation  excited 
by  the  young  man's  presence.  He  sate  with  his  eyes 
half  shut,  and  his  arms  folded,  appearing  to  be 
Mrrapped  in  contemolations  of  a  nature  de^r  than 
those  arising  out  of^  the  scene  before  him.  But,  not- 
withstanding his  seeming  abstraction  and  absence  ot 
mind,  there  was  a  flutter  of  vanity  in  Sir  Piercie's 
very  handsome  countenance,  an  occasional  change 
of  postin-e  6om  one  striking  attitude  for  whht  he 
conceived  to  be  such)  to  another,  and  an  tKsOasional 
stolen  glance  at  the  female  part  of  the  company,  to 
spy  how  for  he  succeeded  in  riveting;  their  attention, 
which  gave  a  marked  advantiuge.  tn  comparison  to 
the  less  regular  and  more  harsh  features  of  Halbert 
Glendinning,  with  their  composed,  manly,  and  deli- 
berate expression  of  mental  fortitude. 

Of  the  females  belonging  to  the  famUy  of  Glen 
dearg,  the  Miller's  daughter  alone  had  her  mind  sufli- 
cienUy  at  leisure  to  admire,  fhim  time  to  time,  tha 
graceml  attitwles  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton ;  for  both 
Mary  Avenel  and  Dame  Glendinning  were  waiting 
in  anxiety  and  apprehension  the  answer  which  Hal- 
bert was  to  return  to  the  Abbot's  proposal,  and  fear- 
fully anticipating  the  consequences  of  his  probable 
refusal.  The  conduct  of  his  brother  Edward,  for  a 
lad  constitutionally  shy,  respectful,  and  even  timid, 
was  at  once  affectionate  and  noble.  This  younger 
son  of  Dame  Elspeth  had  stood  unnoticed  in  a  cor 
ncr,  after  the  Abbot,  at  the  request  of  the  Sub-Prioi, 
had  honoured  him  with  some  passing  notice,  and 
asked  him  a  few  Aommonplaoe  questiona  abotit  hta 
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progress  in  Donatiw,  and  in  the  Promptuarium  Par- 
vulorum^  witiiout  wniltn^  for  the  nnswer^i.  Frum 
his  roriuT  lie  now  glided  ruiiiul  to  his  brother' ts  eide, 
and  kt-epiiig  a  little  hdinid  him,  slid  his  right  hand 
into  tho  hunlrtiiiuira  left,  mid  by  u  ifentie  pressure, 
which  Kidbcrt  instantly  and  anl«.'nily  rernrned.  ex- 
pres!<tcd  at  once  bin  ininreAt  in  his  situation,  and  his 
roiikiliiiioii  to  sibare  his  fate. 

The  proup  was  thus  arranped.  wlien,  aftnr  the 
pans-.;  of  two  or  three  niiniiies,  which  he  eniploy«;d 
in  slowly  biippiti^  bid  cup  of  wine,  in  order  that  Ir 


"  Oiw's-gT&ss,  doublet,  and  galligaakina,"  reepond* 
cd  the  Refeciioner. 

"  Peace,  my  brethren,"  said  the  Sub- Prior  |  "  aod 
may  it  please  your  iordshia  venerable  futh*ir,  upoa 
my  petition,  to  alto^v  this  neadstrong  youth  i  dif 
for  con«<i(leration,  and  it  shall  be  my  part  so  tu  indoc- 
trinate him,  as  to  convince  him  what  is  due  on  thii 
occasion  to  your  lordship,  ami  to  bis  family,  and  H 
himself." 

'*  Your  kindness,  reverend  father.'*  said  the  youth. 
'  craves  my  dearest  thanks— il  is  the  coiitiiiua'r.tv  oi 


Jiii:^ht  enter  on  bin  prop'.)*«al  with  due  and  deliberate  1  a  long  train  of  benevolence  towards  mc,  fur  wlirrh  I 
dignity,  t ho  Abbot  at  len;irb  i.xpreasod  himsrlfthus.*  I  j?ive  you   my  gratitude,  for  I  have  ni»;bin?»  ri?t  to 


'*  My  sou— we  your  lawt\il  t*up»Tior,  and  the  Ab 
hot,  under  Goiis  favour,  of  the  community  of  Saint 
Mary's,  have  heajd  of  your  manifold  irood  fjtifts— a- 
h-iin— e*«)K-i:ially  touching!  wood-craft  ami  tlie  hunts- 
man-bke  fasiuon  in  which  vou  strike  your  tfanu', 
truir  nnd  as  n  veoman  should,  not  ubiisins;  Heaven's 
good  b'/iw-fits  [)y  spoilin;^  the  tlesh.  as  is  too  often 


offer.  1 1  is  my  mishap,  not  your  fault,  that  your  in- 
tfntions  have  been  frustrated.  But  my  pn  -eni  rrfu- 
hition  is  fixed  and  unalterable.  1  cannot  ncotpi  ili« 
generous  oHer  of  the  Lord  Abbot ;  my  fate  cbiUnn 
el.««ewh«  re,  to  scenes  wIutc  I  shall  end  It  or  nietsdit.' 
"  IJy  Our  Lady,''  said  the-  Abbot,  '*  I  think  the  \.;y\i 
be  mad  indeed— or  that  you,  Sir  Picrcie,  judpii  of 


Btien  in  (■arele!=s' rangers— a-hein.''     He  made  here  a  i  him  most  truly,  when  y«»u  propbcsieil  that  he  wo^ili 

paus<',  but  obs..Tvin2  that  (JUiuiinning  only  replird  ■  prove  unfit  for  the  promotion  we  dosigimi  him-Il 

to  his  coiiiplinunt  by  a  bow,   he  proc-edid,— ''  My  '•  may  be  you  knew  bomcthing  of  this  way waia  bu* 

son,  wo  eomiiK.ih.l  vnnr  modesty;   nevi-rihclePH,  we'  niour  before  ?"' 

will  that  thou  shouMst  speak  freely  to  us  tr»uchinir       "  l>y  tlip  mass,  not  I."  answered  Sir  Pierci^  Shsi- 

that  which  w.:  have  prenit  dilated  for  thine  advance-  j  ton.  wirli  his  usual  iuditlerence.    *'I  hut  judiit-duf  Jj.b 

ineiit,  meaning  to  cunf.'r  on  tb<:o  the  ollice  of  bow-    by  his  birth  and  bret-rlin^  :  for  seldom  doth  a  yio^ji 

bearer  and  ran;r<r,  as  well  ov^r  the  chasjis  and  forests  '  hawk  come  out  of  a  kite's  ejz^." 

wher^'in  our  hou*-  hath  privih^o  by  the  i:ifis  of  pious       "  Thou  art  tliy.self  a  kite,  and  kestrel  to  boot,"  re- 

kini^s  and  nobles,  whos<f  souls  now  enjoy  the  fruits 

of  their  bounties  to  the  church,  as  to  those  which 


,  without  a  moment'ihL&ir 


plied  HaibertGiendinning 

_   ,         ..  tation. 

bi'lony  to  us  in  exclusive  ri:;iit  of  proixirty  and  pi-rpe-        ]'  This  in  our  presence,  and  to  a  man  of  worthiFl* 
luily.    Thv  knee,  my  s*ui— that  we  mav.  witliourown    said  the  Abbot,  the  blood  rushing  to  his  face, 
hanfj.and  witlioiif  lossof  time.induciilueintootlice."  '      "  Ves,  my  lord,"  answered  the  youth  ;  '"  even  ;f 

"Kni-i-l  down."  said  tin- Kitchener  on  tlu'onesid«f;  .  your  presence,  I  return  to  this  cu'y  man'.'*  face  tia 
and  "Ivut-il  down,"  saifl  ilu  liil'cctioncroo  ihe  other.  [  causeless  dishonour  wiiich  he  liastlung  on  inynaine 

Hur  Hiilh  rt  (ilindinniug  remaim-d  staiulin^.  ■  My  brave  Vathtr  who  tell  in  the  caus^*  of  bis  coiintr;fi 

''Were  it  to  show  yratituih;  an«l  piO'.i-will  for  your  .  dem.-inds  that  ju«<tice  at  the  bands  of  bis  ton  T' 
r»verend  lonlahips  noble  oH'T.  I  could  not,"  he  said,  I      "  rnmannerL'd  b«»y  I"  said  the  Abbot. 
'' kn''<l  low  en.ruh.  or  rein.iin  lomr  enoimh  kneelin:;.  |      "Nay,  niygoodh»rd,"  said  the  kni;:ht,  "pravina 
r*ui  I  may  inii  kiierl  to  tak"  investiture  of  yc-.ir  noble  ,  pardon  for  tneeoars^^-intrrruptMn,  let  mc  r-mrrat V"* 
gil'f,  my  Lord  .Alib')t,  iM-inii  a  man  determined  to  seek  i  not  to  be  wroth  with  this  rustical— C'reci it  me.  tljJ 
my  I'ortuih!  oiiicr wi.se.''  |  north  wind  shall  as  soon  purt'oiie  of  your  rock-  fMS 

"How  i'*  that,  riir  [ 

orows;  "do  I  hear  you  (!pe;iK  aru;ni  ;  ano  no  you,  nil 

aorn  vassal  of  liie  Halidome,  at  the  moment  wiii;n  1  '  shall  move  the  spleen  of  Piercie  Shafton."' 

am  destiuinu  to  you  sin'li  a  noble  expression  of  my  1      "  Proud  nsyou  are.  Sir  KniL'ht,"  said  Halbert,'' 

good- will,  luopoti:  eAchaimirm  my  service  for  that  of  =  vour  imagim-il  superiority,  be  not  too  contideni  Uiil 

anv  "th.r  r  '    ^  ■  '  •' 


ise.  norui  winu  fuau  as  m)0[|  pun  one  oi  vour  roeii:'  Uvis 

iir  .'''  sail!  the  Abbot,  knittini?  his  '.  its  basis,  as  auiiiit  whitrb  I  holdsosfiglu  and  iiitofr- 

you  speak  aright  ?  and  do  you,  a  I  side  rate  as  the  churlish  sr-eech  of  an  untaught  cuLfi, 


''My  h*rd."  said  TIallurt  fllendinn'ns.  "it  crieves 
me  to  tliuik  you  hid<l  me  c:ip;i)tle  of  und(*rv:duin>z 
your  ^racIouM  ofl'i-r.  or  of  oxj-han-jinn  your  stTvice  for 
anothi-r.  Hut  vour  noMe  proili>r  (i')tli  but  hnsteii  tiit- 
exetuitiim  of  a  determination  >Niueh  I  liave  lon^ 
bince  foriUecl." 

"  Ay,  iny  •*imi,"  said  the  Alihot,  "is  it  intlr»'d  so 7—    contemptuous  serenity  to  tho  most  furic 
ri^ht  early  have  you  l«'irni(l  to  form  resolutions  with-  l  passion, as  thnt  which  Sir  Picrcie  Shafic 


you  cannot  hi?  moved." 

"  Faith,  by  noihing  that  thou  canst  ur^e,"  laiii 
Sir  Piercic. 

"  Knowest  thou  then  this  token  **"  said  yonneftli*B- 

dinning,  oflerim;  to  him  the  silver  iKidkin  wbicb  M 

had  nreivcd  from  the  While  Lndy. 

Never  was  8u<:h  an  instant  chance,  from  thmiort 

to  tho  most'  furious  suie  oi 

i^n  exiiihitifci. 


orit  con-ii!iiu^  ihii-^eou  whom  you  natur;illy  (iepend.  It  was  the  din'crfnce  between  a  cannon  lyins  ^w-tt 
But  wbai  iriav  it  be,  thi?'  sairairious  res(»lution,  if  I  in  its  enibriisup',  ami  the  same  gun  wh»'n  t«  Khiii.tf 
mav' so  far  pray  you  ?"  'the  linstock.     He  starte<i  up,  every  limb  i^uvrtirJ 


Tu  vi-l.l  up  to  my  brotluT  and  mother,"  answercfl 
Hnlbrrt.  "  miue  in'r«'rest  in  the  Ji.-f  «f  Glendear^r, 
lalilv  pos««ss«(l  bv  my  father.  Sim  )n  Glendinning: 
and  liaviuj  prayed  your  lnrd-^Iiip  to  be  tht;  sanii-  kind 
and  geiii-ro'is  mn>iter  to  them,  that  your  preilecessors. 
the  veuersib'.e  \i»luits  of  Saint  .^lory's,  nave  been  \n 
iny  father.^  in  time  r»ast;  lor  myself,  I  am  determined 
tos'.'ek  niv  fortune  where  1  may  best  find  it." 

Dame  CSli  ndmniiii  here  venturHl.  emboldened  by 
jpaternal  au.xi.  ry.  to  [ti  :ik  sileiiee  with  an  exelama- 
li«>n  of  "O  my  ^on  I"  Kdwrinl.  eliuijiri::  to  his  bn»- 
th' r's  sid*',  half  -ipoke,  hidf  \iiiisperc<l,  a  similar 
ejaculation,  of  '*  nnutur!  Iiroibi  rl" 

The  Sub-Prior  t.j-»!\  up  the  matter  in  a  tone  of 
prnve  repn:hiMision,  whieh,  as  he  coiicei\'d.  the  inte- 
rest he  had  always  taken  in  the  family  oi  Gli;ndear^ 
rei|uirH(|  at  his  hand. 

•*  Wilful  youim  man,"  he  saiti,  "  what  follvcan  urge 

h*'fi  to  push  hark  tlie  hand  that  is  sfreiehetl  out  to 

ni:/  tluf.'  ?    IV/iar  vi«ionarv  dim  hnsi  ihou  VwfoTo  \\\eo, 

that  can  comfwti^atc  for  tfie  d^-crnl  and  8utY\c\r\u  \i\ 


with  rai'c,  and  liis  features  so  inflamed  and  :i:;ilR:ui 
by  passion,  that  he  more  resenddeii  adcmi»ii:acthr.!« 
a'man  under  the  regulation  of  rea.*«on.  lif.  elirth-^ 
both  his  t'lsts,  and  ihrustin.:;;  th^n  forwnni.  onri^ 
them  furiously  at  the  face  f>f  Glendinnine,  who«a! 
even  himself  startled  at  the  frantic  state  of  excitasion 
which  his  action  had  occasioned.  The  next  niontti  t 
he  withilrew  them,  stnick  his  open  palm  ajrainstii.* 
own  forehead,  and  rushcfi  out  of  the  n»om  in  a  etaie 
of  indescribable  agitation.  The  whole  nin:ter  hai 
be»  n  so  sudden,  that  no  person  present  had  time  u 
interfere. 

W'hen  Sir  Picrcie  Shafton  had  left  ihs  apartment 
there  was  a  moment's  paure  of  astonish in>'nt;  •.id 
then  a  general  demoiul  that  HallN^rt  (iii-nihniiL'U 
should  instantly  explain  by  what  means  he  had  onh 


4/cj>Hnt!i'nrv  which  ilmuort  now  reieciini*  w\v\\  s^roTwY'  \ 
four  murks  by  the  year,  duly  and  lru\y  "  aa\A  «,Vvc\  ^ 


dnctxl  such  a  violent  change  in  Uie  deportment  c 

Knulish  cavalier. 

"  I  did  nought  to  hiin,"  anpwerrd  Halbert  G'rfii- 

,  1  dvuning^  "  hut  what  you  all  saw— Am  I  to  Aos«-«rMr 


ekkf.TaL] 
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maat  withoat  tDiiM  fluificient  eande.  That  cause 
ivms  given  by  thee,,  and  roust  have  been  known  to 
tiMMi  I  command  'thee,  as  thou  wilt  save  thyself 
from  wor^  measure,  to  explain  to  roe  bv  what  means 
thou  hast  moved  our  friend  thus— We  choose  not  that 
our  vassals  shall  drive  our  gdests  mad  in  our  very 
presence,  and  we  remain  ignorant  of  the  means  where- 
by ^at  purpose  is  effected.'* 

'•  So  may  it  please  your  reverence,  I  did  but  show 
Kim  this  token,^'  said  Halbert  GUendinninff,  delivering 
it  at  the  same  time  to  the  Abbot,  who  looked  at  ii 
with  much  attention,  and  then^  shaking  his  heiCd, 
gravdv  delivered  it  to  the  Sub-Pnor,  without  speaking 
a  word. 

Father  Eustace  looked  at  the  mysterious  token 
with  some  attention ;  and  then  addressing  Halbert  in 
a  stem  and  severe  voice,  said,  "  young  man,  if  thou 
"wouldst  not  have  us  suspect  thee  of  some  strange 
donble-dealing  in  this  matter,  let  us  instantly  know 
whence  thou  nadst  this  token,  and  how  it  possesses 
an  influence  on  Sir  Piercie  Shafton?"— It  would  have 
heen  extremely  difficult  for  Halbert,  thus  hard  pressed, 
CO  have  either  evaded  or  answered  so  puzzling  a  ques- 
tion. To  have  avowed  the  truth  might,  in  those  time!, 
have  occasioned  his  being  burnt  ai  a  stake,  although, 
in  ours,  his  confession  would  have  only  gained  for 
htm  the  credit  of  a  liar  beyond  all  rational  credibility. 
He  was  fortunately  relieved  by  the  return  of  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton  himself,  whose  ear  caught,  as  he  entered,  the 
soifnd  of  the  Sub-Prior's  question. 

Without  waiting  until  Halbert  Glendinning  replied, 
he  came  forward,  whispering  to  him  as  he  passed, 
**Be  secret— thou  shalt  have  the  satisfaction  thou 
hast  dared  to  seek  for." 

When  he  returned  to  his  place,  there  were  still 
marks  of  discomposure  on  his  brow ;  but,  becoming 
apparently  collected  and  calm,  he  looked  around  him. 
and  apologized  for  the  indecorum  of  which  he  had 
bcsen  guilty,  which  he  ascribed  to  sudden  and  severe 
indisposition.  All  were  silent,  and  looked  on  each 
other  with  some  surprise. 

The  Lord  Abbot  gave  orders  for  all  to  retire  from 
ihe  apartment,  save  tiimself,  Sir  Piercie  dhafton,  and 
the  Sub-Prior.  **  And  have  an  eye,"  he  added,  *'  on 
that  bold  youth,  that  he  escape  not;  for  if  he  hath 
practised  by  charm,  or  otherwise,  on  the  health  of 
our  worshipful  guest,  I  swear  by  the  alb  and  mitre 
which  I  wear,  that  his  punishment  shall  be  most 
exemplary." 

"  My  lord  and  venerable  father,"  said  Halbert, 
bowing  respectfully,  '*  fear  not  but  that  I  will  abide 
mv  doom.  I  think  you  will  best  learn  from  the  wor- 
shipful knight  himself,  what  is  the  c^use  of  his  dis- 
temperatnre,  and  how  slight  my  share  m  it  has  been." 
"  Be  assured,"  said  the  knight,  without  looking  up, 
however,  while  he  spoke,  *'  I  will  satisfy  the  Lord 
Abbot" 

With  these  words  the  company  retired,  and  with 
them  young  Glendinning. 

When  the  Abbot,  the  Sub-Prior,  and  the  English 
knight,  were  left  alone.  Father  Eustace,  contrary  to 
his  custom,  eoukl  not  help  speaking  the  first.  "Ex- 
pound unto  us,  noble  sir,"  he  said,  *'  by  what  mys- 
terious means  the  production  of  this  simple  toy  could 
to  far  move  your  spirit,  and  overcome  yourtpatience, 
after  you  had  shown  yourself  proof  to  all  the  provo- 
cation offered  by  this  self-sufficient  and  singular 
youth  T* 

The  knight  took  the  silver  bodkin  from  the  good 
father's  hand,  looked  at  it  with  great  composure,  and, 
having  examined  it  all  over,  returned  it  to  the  Sub- 
Prior,  saying  at  the  same  time,  "  In  truth,  venerable 
father^  I  eannot  bat  marvel  that  the  wisdom  implied 
alike  m  your  silver  hairs,  and  in  your  eminent  rank, 
ehourd.  like  a  babbling  hound,  (excuse  the  similitude.) 
open  thus  loudly  on  a  false  scent.  I  were,  indeed, 
more  sli^t  to  be  moved  than  the  leaves  of  the  aspen 
tree,  which  wag  at  the  least  t>reath  of  heaven,  could 
I  be'  touched  by  such  a  trifle  as  this,  which  in  no  way 
eonderns  me  more  than  if  the  sam^  quantity  of  silver 
were  sirieken  into  so  many  groats.  Truth  is,  that 
from  my  youth  upward,  I  have  been  subjected  to  such 
a  malady  as  yon  saw  roe  visited  with  even  now— a 
id  esarohinff  paio,  wkieh  goeth  through  nerve 


and  bone,  even  as  a  good  brand  tn  the  hands  of  a 
brave  soMier  sheers  through  limb  and  sinew*— but  it 
passes  away  speedily,  as  you  yourselves  may  judge." 

y  Still,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  **  this  will  not  account 
for  the  youth  offering  to  ybu  this  piece  of  silver,  as  a 
token  by  which  you  were  to  underhand  something, 
and,  as  we  must  needs  conjecture,  something  dis- 
agreeable." 

"  Your  rfevcrcnce  is  to  conjecture  what  you  will," 
said  Sir  Piercie;  "but  I  cannot  pTetend  to  lay  your 
judgment  on  the  right  scent  when  I  see  it  at  fault. 
I  hope  I  am  not  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  account 
for  the  foolish  actions  of  a  malapert  hoyT' 

*•  Assuredly^"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  we  shall  prose- 
cute no  inquiry  which  is  disagreeable  to  our  guest. 
Neveriheleps, '  said  he,  looking  to  his  Superior,^*  this 
chance  mav,  in  some  sort,  alter  the  plan  your  lordship 
had  formed  for  your  worshipful  guest's  residence  fur 
a  brief  term  in-  this  tower,  as  a  place  alike  of  secrecy 
and  of  security ;  both  of  which,  in  the  terms  whicn 
we  now  stand  on  with  England,  are  circumstances  to 

"In  truth,"  said  the  Abbot,  "and  the  doubt  is  well 
thought  on,  were  it  as  well  removed;  for  I  scarce 
know  in  the  Halidome  so  fitting  a  place  of  refuge, 
yet  qee  I  not  how  to  recommend  it  to  our  worshipnil 

fuest,  considering  the  unrestrained  petulance  of  thi^ 
endstrong  youth.'" 

"Tush I  reverend  sirs,- what  would  you  make  of 
mel"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton.  "  I  protest,  by  mine 
hoifour,  I  would  abide  in  this  house  were  I  to  choose. 
What !  I  take  no  exceptions  at  the  youth  for  showing 
a  flash  of  spirit,^  though  the  spark  may  light  on  mine 
own  head.  1  honotn'  the  lad  for  it.  I  protest  I  will 
abide  here,  and  he  shall  aid  me  in  striking  down  a 
deer.  I  must  needs  be  friends  with  him,  an  he  be 
such  a  shot;  and  we  will  speedily  send  down  to  my 
Lord  Abbot  a  buck  of  the  first  hesd,  killed  so  artificially 
as  shall  satisfy  even  the  reverend  Kitchener." 

This  was  said  with  such  apparent  ease  and  good- 
humour,  that  the  Abbot  made  no  farther  observation 
on  what  had  passed,  hut  proceeded  to  acquaint  his 
g^est  with  the  details  of  fiimiture,  hangings,  provt* 
sions,  and  so  forth,  which  he  proposed  to  send  up  to 
the  Tower  of  Glendearg  for  his  accommodation. 
This  discour^  seasoned  with  a  cup  or  two  of  wine, 
served  to  prolong  the  time  until  the  reverend  Abbot 
ordered  his  cavalcade  to  prepare  for  their  return  to 
the  Monastery. 

"  As  we  have,"  he  said,  "  in  the  course  of  this  our 
toilsome  journey,  lost  our  meridian,*  indulgence  aball 
be  given  to  those  of  our  attendants  who  shall,  from 
very  weariness,  be  unable  to  attend  the  duty  at 
prime,t  and  thia  by  way  of  misericord  or  induljgen' 

Hnvintc  biMievolently  iutimatrf]  n  boon  to  his  faith- 
ful fo]b^vc^i^  which  he  probably  JLiflgfcl  wouM  li*  fjir 
fW>m  unflrcetti^hi'*!  tho  goi^d  Ahhfti,  atje-intj  ait  n-ndy 
for  h  1*1  jDumey,  bt^stowpd  hts  blcs-''iri|^'  on  tbi?  sswm- 
bl'it  housebiiltl— gave  his  hnnfl  to  t*?  kii^ewi  by  Dame 
Gtfndirining— himaelfkisffd  the  chpck  of  Maiy  Avr- 
ntl,  nnd  eveti  of  the  Miller's  niaideiit  when  they 
aprfodf'brd  to  render  bim  the  same  honiB^f! — com* 
mnndtrd  Halbtrt  to  rule  hia  temper,  (iml  to  b^  rndkng 
nnd  obf'ilii^rit  in  all  things  ii>  me  English  k  nig  he- 
ad uion  in  hf^d  E<Iwnni  to  bediscipulus  itnpi^f.r  at'/ite 
*fr  nwNj?— theit  look  a  cotirteoUBfari^wpIl  of  Str  Vwr- 
ci«'  ShuftoTi,  fldvijiirte  hinj  lo  lit*  closo.  fur  fcar  of  itie 
Eri^'^li^h  borrlerfiTf,  who  tnLKbi  he  em  ploy  oj  to  kidnnp 
him;  and  having  dJBcbaiaed  ih<?ee  various  offices  of 
courie*^,  moved  farth  to  uxp  court -^nrdt  folJow«l  tw 
the  whoif  eftmbliihmcnt.  Here,  wiih  a  hi^avy  ttgh 
approorhtng  to  a  ^rosn,  ihp  vefuffsbli?  Hitber  beoved 
him,'<rlf  tipon  Ktspabrey,  wKuscdark  purple  hniiMn£« 
sw^'pt  ihe  grintjfid  \  and.  greally  cnmfortcd  that  tbe 
di.scretion  of  thu  animalU  pace  wouki  be  no  longef 

•  The  iMNir  of  i«po«  at  nooo,  wbici),  io  th«  middle  %tm,  was 
employed  in  •lumber,  ud  wbion  the  mooestic  nilu  of  noctnnal 
vif  ill  rendered  neoetsanr.  .  *• 

'  Prime  vrnM  the  midnight  lerriee  of  the  monki. 

I  Mtterkcrd,  aooordinf  to  the  levned  work  of  Foebrooke  o« 
British  MonaehiMn,  meant  not  ooly  an  indulfence,  or  oxooem* 
tion  from  particular  dutiea,  but  aiao  a  particular  apartment  In  a 
convent,  where  the  monlu  aMembled  to  enjor  meh  iadui|«octi 
or  allowaoMt  aa  wife  fiantsd  berood  lbs  MM. 
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ilittartMd  by  the  gnabMoea  of  8ir  Pntcm  and  his 
praneiog  wtrhorae,  he  set  forth  at  a  sober  and  steady 
trot  upoo  his  return  to  the  Monastery. 
When  the  Sub^Prior  had  mounted  to  acoompany 
lisprincipalf  his  eye  sought  out  Halbert,  who,  partly 
_idaen  by  a  projection  of  the  outward  wall  of  the 
court,  stood  apart  from,  and  gating  upon  the  depart- 
ing cavalcade,  and  the  group  which  assembled  around 
them.  Unsatisfied  with  the  explanation  he  had  re- 
ceived eonc«iiing  the  m^terious  transaction  of  the 
•ilver  bodkin,  yet  interesting  himself  in  thevouth.  of 
whose  character  he  had  formed  a  favourable  idea, 
the  worthy  monk  resolved  to  take  an  early  opportu- 
nity of  investigating  that  matter.  In  the  meanwhile, 
he  looked  iK>on  Halbert  with  a  serious  and  warning 
aspect,  and  held  up  his  finger  to  him  as  he  signed 
farewell.  He  then  joined  the  rest  of  the  churchmen, 
and  followed  his  Superior  down  the  valley 


CHiAPTER  XX. 

1  hope  youMl  givo  roe  causo  to  think  you  noble, 
And  do  roe  riflit  with  yoar  iword.  sir,  u  becotnei 
One  tmiUeroan  of  honour  to  another ; 
All  tnia  is  fur,  lir— let  u«  make  do* day*  on't, 
•  ru  lead  jrour  way.  Lovc'a  Pilgrimage, 

Tha  look  and  sign  of  wamtn;;  which  the  'Sub- 
Prior  gave  to  Halbert  Glendinnmg  as  they  parted, 
went  to  his  heart;  for.  although  ha  had  profited 
Dioch  less  than  Edward  by  the  good  man's  instruc- 
tions, he  had  a  sincere  reverence  for  his  person  j*and 
even  the  short  time  he  had  for  deliberation,  tended  to 
ahow  him  he  was  embarked  in  a  perilous  adven- 
ture. The  nature  of  the  provocation  which  he  had 
^iven  to  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  he  could  not  even  oon- 
lecture;  but  he  saw  that  it  was  of  a  mortal  quality, 
and  he  was  now  to  abide  the  consequences. 

That  he  might  not  force  these  consequences  for- 
ward by  any  premature  renewal  of  their  quarrel,  he 
reeolved  to  walk  apart  for  an  liotir,  and  consider  on 
what  .terms  he  was  to  meet  this  haughty  foreigner. 
The  time  seemed  propitious  for  his  doing  so  with- 
out having  the  appearance  of  wilfully  shunning  the 
■tranger,  as  all  the  members  of  the  httle  household 
were  dispersing,  either  to  perform  such  tasks  as  had 
been  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  dignitaries,  or 
to  put  in  Older  what  had  been  deranged  by  their  visit. 

Leaving  the  tower,  therefore,  and  deeoending,  un- 
observed as  he  thought  the  knoll  on  which  it  stood, 
Halbert  niined  the  nttle  piece  of  level  raound  which 
extended  betwixt  the  descent  of  the  hilK  and  the  first 
aweep  made  by  the  brook  after  washiiig  the  foot  of 
the  eminence  on  which  the  tower  was  situated,  where 
a  &W  straggling  birch  and  oak-trees  served  to  se- 
cure him  from  observation.  But  scarcely  had  he 
reached  the  spot,  when  he  was  surprised  to  feel  a 
■mart  tap  upon  the  shoulder,  and.  turning  around,  he 
perceived  he  had  been  closely  followed  by  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton. 

When,  whether  from  our  state  of  animal  spirita, 
want  of  confidence  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  oranv 
other  motive,  our  own  courage  happens  to  be  in  a 
wavering  c9ndition,  nothing  tends  so  much  alto- 
gether to  disconcert  us,  as  a  great  appearance  of 
promptitude  on  the  part  of  our  antagonist  Halbert 
Glendinning,  both  raondly  and  constitutionally  in- 
trepid, was  nevertheless  somewhat  troubled  at  seeing 
the  strai^ier  whose  resentment  he  had  provoked,  ap- 
Dear  at  once  before  him,  and  with  an  aspect  which 
ooded  hostility.  But  though  his  heart  might  beat 
somewhat  thicker,  he  was  too  high  n>irited  to  exhibit 
any  external  signs  of  emotion— "What  is  vour  plea- 
sure, Sir  PiercteT'  he  aaid  to  the  English  kmght, 
enduring,  witJIioat  apparent  discomposure,  all  the  ter- 
rors which  his  antagonist  had  summoned  into  his 

^^Vhat  is  my  jaleasure  T'  answered  Sir  Piercie ; 
**a  goodly  ouestton,  after  the  part  yon  have  acted 
towards  me !— Young  man.  I  know  not  what  infatu- 
ation has  led  thee  to  place  thyself  in  direct  and  inso- 
lent opposition  to  one  who  is  a  guest  of  thy  liege-lord 
the  Abbot,  and  who,  even  from  the  courtesy  due  to 
thy  mother's  roof  had  a  right  to  remain  there  with- 
oat  meedng  insuk   JNeitfier  do  I  oak,  or  can^  hy 


what  neons  thou  hiut  Momm  paaaBaasi  of  the  bni 
secret  by  which  thou  hast  dared  to  offer  me  opea 
shame.  But  1  muat  now  tell  thee,  that  t^  posacssnw 
of  it  hath  eosi  thee  thy  hfo." 

"  Not,  1  tmat,  tf  my  hand  and  sword  can  deUsd 
it,"  replied  Halbert,  boldly. 

'"True,'*  said  the  Englishman;  "I  mead  not  t» 
deprive  thee  of  thy  fair  chance  of  self-defence.  I  an 
only  sorry  ts  tbuuk,  that,  youag  and  couDtry-bred  as 
thou  art,  it  caa  but  little  avail  thee.  But  tbou  nmsl 
be  well  aware,  that  in  this  quarrel  I  afaall  vse  nt 
tdrms  of  quarter." 

*'  Rely  on  it,  provd  man."  answered  the  ywi^ 
"  that  I  shall  ask  none ;  and  although  thou  i 


as  if  I  lay  already  at  thy  feet,  trust  me,  that^^  I  am 
determined  never,  to  ask  thy  merey,  so  1  am 


fearfiil  of  needing  it" 

"  Thou  wilt,  then,"  aaid  the  knight,  **  do  ootbiai 
to  avert  the  certain  fate  which  thou  hast  provokel 
with  such  wantonness  Y* 

"  And  how  were  that  to  be  purchased  7"  repTied 
Halbert  Glendiiming,  more  with  the  wish  of  obtain- 
ing some  farther  insight  into  the  terme  on  which  ha 
stood  with  this  stranger,  than  to  make  him  the  iiib> 
mission  he  might  require. 

"  Explain  to  me  instantly,"  said  Sn*  Piercie,  **  with- 
out equivocation  or  delay,  by  whAt  means  thoi 
wert  enabled  to  wound  my  honour  ao  deeply— and 
shouldst  thou  point  out  to  me  by  so  doing  an  enemy 
more  worthy  of  my  resentment,  I  will  permit  thine 
own  obscure  insignificance  to  draw  a  veil  over  tfaint 
insolence." 

"This  is  too.  high  a  flight,"  said  Glen&nii^ 
fiercely,  "  for  thine  own  presumption  to  soar  witfaoai 
being  checked*  Thou  hast«come  to  my  father's 
house,  as  well  as  I  can  guese,  a  fugitive  and  jm  exils 
and  thy  first  greeting  to  its  inhabitants  has  been  that 
of  contempt  and  mjvay.  By  what  means  I  have  been 
able  to  retort  that  contempt,  let  thine  own  i 


tell  thee.  Enough  for  me  that  I  stand  on  the  privi- 
lege of  a  free  Scotchman,  and  will  brook  no  usok 
unretumed,  and  no  injury  unrequited." 

"It  is  well,  then,*"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton {  '*w» 
will  dispute  uiis  matter  to-morrow  morning  with  onr 
swords.  Let  the  time  be  daybreak,  ana  do  thoo 
assign  the  place.  We  will  go  forth  as  if  to  atiike  a 
deer?' 

V Content,"  replied  Halbert  Glendinnii^;  "I  will 
guide  Chee  to  a  spot  where  an  hundred  men  nuaht 
fight  and  fall  without  any  chance  of  interruption." 

"  It  is  well,"  answered  Sir  Piercie  Shafton.  "  Hen 
then  we  part— Many  witt  aay.  that  in  thus  indulgittg 
the  right  of  a  gentleman  to  the  son  of  a  dod-bresk- 
ing  peasant,  I  derogate  from  my  sphere,  even  as  ike 
blessed  sun  would  derogate,  ahouM  he  condescend  to 
compare  and  match  his  golden  beams  with  the  twin- 
kle of  a  pale,  blinking,  expiring,  grosafed  taper.  But 
no  consideration  of  rank  shaliprevent  my  avenging 
the  insult  thou  hast  offered  me.  We  hear  a  smootn 
face,  observe  me.  Sir  Villagio,  before  the  worshipfid 
inmates  of  yonder  cabin,  and  UMnorvow  we  try  con- 
clusions with  our  swords."  So  saying,  ha  turned 
away  towards  the  tower. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy;  of  notice,  that  in  the  bit 
speech  only,  had  Sir  Piercie  used  some  of  those  flow- 
ers of  rhetoric  which  charteterized  tkiB  usual  style  of 
his  convNsation.  Apnarentlv,  a  sense  of  wotuMld 
honour,  and  the  deep  desire  of  vindicating  his  injured 
feelinga,  had  proved  too  strong  for  the  fantastic  aA«- 
ution  of  his  aoouirad  habits.  Indeed,  sucb  is  nsuaUy 
the  influence  of  energy  of  mind,  when  called  fonn 
and  exerted,  that  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  had  nmtt 
appeared  in  the  eyesof  his  youthful  antagonist  half  ^ 
much  deserving  of  esteem  and  respect  as  in  thisbiM 
dialogue,  by  which  they  exchanged  nrntual  defianea 
As  he  followed  him  slowly  to  the  tower^  he  oouid  net 
help  thinking  to  himseU;  that,  had  the  Enajiah  kai^ 
alwaya  displayed  this  superior  tone  of  Muing  tad 
feeling,  he  would  not  ^ooal^ly  have  i^i  ao  earoestly 
disposed  to  take  oflbnce  at  his  hand*   Mortal  oT 


^ oftmot 

however,  had  been  exchanged^  and  the  matter  wet 
to  be  put  to  morul  arbitrement 

.  Tlie  family  met  at^the  evening  meal  when  StrPiv 
OS  Shafroaextsndsd  thsbemgiutaFof  tiisfl 


Oki^^X^l 
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mnd  Uie  ghMwof  hiff  ooviTsinitioit  ftriliore  gBneraily 
over  the  party  than  he  had  hitherto  condeaeended  to 
oq.  The  greater  part  of  hia  attentioB  was^  oourae, 
■till  engrossed  by  hia  divine  and  inimitable  DiBCretion, 
«•  he  dooae  to  term  Mary  Avend;  but  nevenrtbeleBa, 
tfaflre  were  inteijectional  flourishes  to  the  Maid  of  the 
Bfilif  under  the  title  of  Gomehr  Damsel  and  lo  the 
dame,  under  that  of  Worthy  Matron.  Nay,  lest  he 
•hooid  fail  to  excite  their  admiration  by  toe  f^aces  of 
lus  rhetoric,  he  onerously,  and  without  soltcitationt 
Added  those  of  bia  voice :  and  after  regretting  bitterly 
tfaw  absence  of  hi^viol-de-gamba,  he  regaled  them 
with  a  song,  '*  which,"  said  be,  '*  the  inimitableAstro- 
lihslt  whom  mortals  call  Philip  Sidney,  composed  in 
Qie  nonage  of  his  nnise,  to  shmr  tho  worhi  what  th^y 
are  to  expect  from  his  nper  ^Bb,  and  which  will  one 
dav  see  the  light  in  that  not-l^l-paraHeled  perfection 
of  boraan  wit,  which  he  has  addressed  to  nis  sister, 
tbe  matchless  Parthenope,  whom  men  call  Coimtess 
of  Pembroke;  a  work,'^he  continued,  "  whereof  his 
niendship  hath  permitted  me,  thougb  unworthy,  to 
be  an  occasional  partaker,  and  whereof  I  may  well 
Boy,  that  tha  deep  afflictive  tale  which  awakeoeth- 
€Mjr  sorrows,  is  so  relieved  with  brilliant  aimititudea, 
dulcet  descriptions,  pleasant  poems,  and  engaging 
BBteriodea,  that  they  seem  as  the  stars  of  the  firma- 
ment, beantifyinff  the  duskv  robe  oi  night.  And 
though  I  wot  wol  how  much  the  lovely  and  quaint 
laogoa^  will  suffer  by  my  widowed  voice,  widowed 
in  that  it  is  no  longer  matched  by  my  beloved  viol-de> 
^amba,  I  will  essay  to  give  you  a  taste  of  the  ravish- 
ing sweetness  of  the  poesy  of  the  un-to-be-imitated 

So  saying:  he  sung  wi^out  mercy  or  remorse  about 
ore  hundred  verses,  of  which  the  two  first  and  the 
ima  last  fnay  suffice  for  a  speoimenr— 

"  What  tongue  can  her  perftctioni  tell, 
Oa  whoae  each  part  all  pem  majr  dwell. 
fl  •  •  •  « 

Of  whoee  high  praiaeand  praiMAil  bliia, 
\  Goodness  the  pen,  Heaven  paper  ii ; 

The  ink  immortal  fhme  doth  Mod, 
At  I  began  ao  I  must  end." 

As  Sir  Piarde  Shafton  alwaya  sung  with  his  eyes 
half  ^ut,  it  was  not  until,  ameably  to  the  promiseil 
of  his  poetry,  he  had  fahiy  made  an  end,  that,  looking 
tatuid,  he  disoovered  that  the  greater  part  of  his  aor 
dience  had,  in  the  meanwhile,  yielded  to  the  charms 
of  repose.  Mary  Avenel,  indeed,  from  a  natural  sense 
of  politeness,  had  fontnved  to  keep  awake  through 
cU  the  prolixities  of  the  divine  Astrophel ;  but  Mysie 
was  transported  in  dreams  back  to  the  dusty  atmos- 
phere of  her  father's  mill ;  Edwaid  himself,  who  had 
£' ven  his  attention  for  some  time,  had  at  length  fallen 
It  asle^ }  and  the  good  dame's  niMe,  conla  its  tones 
have  been  put  under  regulation,  might  have  supplied 
the  bass  of  the  lamented  viol-de-gamba.  Haibert, 
however,  who  bad  no  temptation  to  give  way,  to  the 
oliarms  of  shmiber,  remaiiied  awake,  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  songster :  not  that  he  was  better  enteiv 
talned  with  the  words,  or  more  ravished  with  the 
oxecution,  than  the  rest  of  the  company,  but  rather 
keaaoae  beadinired,  or  perhaps  envied,  the  composure, 
which  could  thus  spend  the  evening  in  interminable 
nadrigals,  when  the  next  morning  was  to  be  devoted 
to  deadly  combat  Yet  it  struck  his  natural  aouteness 
of  observation,  that  the  eye  of  the  gallant  cavalier  did 
sow  and  then,  furtively  as  it  were,  seek  a  glance  of 
hia  oooQtenaBce,  as  if  to  diacover  how  he  waa  taking 
the  axhibition  of  his  antagonist'a  compoaure  ana 
erenitvofmiad. 

He  ahall  read  nothing  in  my  oountanance,  thous^t 


■erenitvofmiad. 

He  ahall  lead  I „ 

Haibert.  ptoudly,  that  can  maike  him  think  Biy  inoif- 
feienoe  less  than  his  o 


I  mvoo 
maket 


And  taking  from  the  shelf  a  bag  foil  of  miaoella- 
ttsous  matters  coUeeted  for  the  pnrpossi  he  l^egan  with 
great  industry  todvsss  hooks,  and  had  flniahed  half- 
a-^doxen  of  flies  (we  are  enabled,  for  the  benefit  of 
tiiose  who  admire  the  antiquities  of  the  gentle  art  of 
lAaglmg,  to  state  that  the/  were  brown  haekles)  by  the 
thne  that  Sir  Pienria  had  airived  at  the  conchiaon  of 
Iria  long-winded  strophes  of  the  divine  Astrophel. 
00  that  ne  alao  testified  a  magnaainMas  ooataapt  of 
liMt  whieh  t»*iiioiiow  rinmnbiiiig  forth. 


Aa  it  DOW  wajMd  lat»i  the  familr  of  Olendeaig  ao« 
parated  for  the  ovening ;  Sir  Piercie  first  saying  to  the 
dame  that  "  her  son  Albert" 

'^  Haibert,"  said  Elspeth.  with  emphasis,  "  Hai- 
bert: after  bis  gpodsirei  Haibert  Brydone." 

"  Well,  then,  1  have  prayed  your  son.  Haibert,  that 
we  may  strive  to-morrow,  with  the  sun  s  earliness,  to 
woke  a  stag  from  hia  lair,  that  I  may  see  whether  he 
be  as  prompt  at  that  sport  as  fame  bespeaks  him." 

"  Alas!  sir,"  anawered  Dame  Ellspeth,  "  he  is  but 
too  prompt,  an  you  talk  of  promptitude^  at  any  thing 
that  has  steel  at  one  end  of  it,  and  mischief  at  the 
other.  But  he  is  at  vour  honourable  disposal,  and  I 
trust  you  will  teach  nim  how  obedience  is  due  to  our 
venerable  father  and  lord,  the  Abbot,  and  prevail  with 
him  to  take  the  bow-bearer's  place  in  fee;  for,  as  the 
two  worthy  monks  said,  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  a 
widow-woman." 

"  Trust  me,  good  dame,'*  replied  Sir  Piercie,  "it  is 
ray  purpose  so  to  indoctrinate  aim,  touching  his  con- 
duct and  bearing  towards  his  betters,  that  he  shall 
not  lig^ely  depart  from  the  reverence  due  to  them.— 
We  meet,  then,  beneath  the  birch-trees  in  the  plain," 
he  said,  looking  to  Haibert."  so  soon  as  th^  eye  of 
day  bath  opened  its  lids."— Haibert  answered  with  a 
sign  of  acguiescenoe,  and  the  knight  proceeded,  "  And 
now,  having  wished  to  my  fairest  Discretion  those 
^leaaant  dreama  which  wave  their  pinions  around  the 
couch  of  sle^ng  beauty,  and  to  this  comely  damsel 
the  bounties  of  Morpheus,  and  to  all  others  the  com- 
mon good-night,  I  will  crave  you  leave  to  depart  to 
my  place  of  rest,  though  I  may  say  with  the  poet, 

*  Ah  reeti— no  raat  but  diange  of  piaee  and  potttre ; 
▲h  sleep !— DO  iieep  bat  wom-oat  Nalura's  swooniof  { 
Ah  bed  I— no  bed  but  cushion  flll'd  with  Atooea  i 
Rest,  sleep,  nor  bed,  await  not  on  an  exile-' " 

With  a  delicate  obeisance  he  left  the  room,  evading 
Dame  Grlendinning,  who  hastened  to  assure  him  be 
would  find  his  accommodations  for  repose  much 
more  agreeable  than  they  had  been  the  night  before, 
there  having  been  store  of  warm  coveriets,  and  a  aoft 
feather-bed,  sent  up  from  the  Abbey.  But  the  good 
knight  probably  thought  that  the  grace  and  eflect  of 
his  exit  would  be  diminished,  if  he  were  recalled  from 
his  heroics  to  discuss  such  sublunary  and  domestic  to- 
picsy  and  therefore  haatened  away  without  waiting  to 
hear  her  out. 

^'  A  pleasant  gentleman,"  said  Dame  Glendinning ; 
"  but  I  will  warrant  him  an  humorous*~And  sings  a 
sweet  song,  though  it  is  fomewhat  of  the  longest.— 
Well.  I  make  mme  avow  he  is  gpodly  company— I 
wonder  when  he  will  go  away." 

Having  thus  expressed  her  respect  for  herjguest, 
not  without  intimation  that  she  was  heartily  tired  of 
his  company,  the  good  dama  gave  the  signal  for  the 
family  to  disperse,  and  Uid  her  injunctions  on  Hai- 
bert to  attend  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  at  daybreak,  as  be 
reooired. 

When  stretched  on  his  paUet  by  his  brothel's  side, 
Haibert  had  no  amall  cause  to  envy  the  sound  sleep 
which  instantly  settled  on  the  eyes  of  Edward,  but 
refoaed  him  any  ahare  of  its  influence.  He  saw  now  too 
weU  what  the  Spirit  had  darkly  indicated,  that,  in 
granting  the  boon  which  he  had  aaked  so  unadvised!  v, 
she  had  contributed  more  to  his  bsrm  than  hia  good. 
He  was  now  seiwible,  too  late,, of  the  various  dangers 
and  inoOBveniencea  with  wmch  his  dearest  frienils 
were  threatened,  alike  by  his  discomfiture  or  his  suo- 

9  might  say 

not  the  lass 
legacv  of  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment  to  his  mother  ami  family.— 
an  anticipation  which  bv  no  means  tended  to  ranaer 
the  front  of  death,  in  itaeff  agrisly  object,  more  agree- 
able to  his  imagination.  The  vengeance  of  the  Ab- 
bpt,  hiaconscienee  toU  hhn,  waa  sure  to  descend  on 
hiB  mother  and  brother^  or  could  only  be  averted  by 
the  flsneroaity  of  the  victor— And  Mary  Avenel— ha 
shotud  have  shown  himself  if  he  succumbed  in  the 
present  combat,  as  inefficient  in  protecting  her,  as  he 
had  been  unnecessarily  active  in  bringing  disaster  ou 

•  HtmoroiM— ftUt  of  whhni.  Thus  Shakapeate.  '*Httiiiornni 
as  winter.*'— The  nigu  wwd  kUHuriom  oomM  maieit  to  tM 
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aer,  and  on  the  house  in  which  ehe  had  been  pro- 
icctfd  from  infancy.  And  to  this  view  of  the  case 
WLre  to  bu  added  all  those  embittered  and  anxious 
feciingd  with  which  the  bravest  men,  even  in  a  better 
or  loss  doubtful  quarrel,  reprard  the  issue  of  a  dubious 
conflict,  the  first  time  when  it  has  been  their  fate  to 
cncn^c  in  an  affair  of  that  nature. 

But  however  disconsolate  the  prospect  seemed  in 
the  event  of  his  being  conquered,  H albert  could  ex- 
pe«*t  from  victory  litile  more  than  the  safety  of  his 
own  life,  and  the  f^ratification  of  his  wounded  pride. 
To  his  friends— to  his  mother  and  brother— especially 
to  Mary  Avenel— the  conseqw.-nces  of  his  triumph 
would  be  more  certain  destruction  than  the  contin- 
gency of  his  dt^ff'at  and  death.  If  the  Kn^lish  knif^ht 
survived,  he  mi^ht  in  courtesy  extend  his  protection 
to  tlioni ;  but  il  he  fvll,  nothing  was  likely  to  screen 
tliuin  ffDHi  the  vindiiuive  measures  which  the  Ablx>t 
and  convent  would  surrly  adopt  against  the  violation 
of  the  peace  of  the  Halidome,  and  the  slnui;hter  of  a 
protectt-d  p:uc-st  bv  one  of  ilicir  own  vassals,  within 
whose  house  they  npd  lodgixl  him  for  sheltct.  Those 
thoughts,  in  which  neither  view  of  the  case  augured 
aughttshort  of  niin  to  his  family,  and  that  ruin  en- 
tirely brjMight  on  by  his  own  rashness,  were  thorns 
in  llalbert  Glendiniiing's  pillow,  that  deprived  his 
soul  of  p^'ace,  and  his  eyes  of  slumber. 

There  appeared  no  miihlle  course,  saving  one  which 
was  marked  by  de>!radation,  and  which,  even  if  he 
stooped  to  it,  was  by  no  means  free  of  danser.  He 
might  indri'd  confess  to  the  English  knight  the 
strange  cimimstances  which  led  to  his  presenting 
him  with  that  token  which  the  White  Lady  (in  her 
displeasure  as  it  now  sc^'emed)  had  gi^cn  him,  that  he 
might  ntil-r  it  to  Sir  Piercie  iShafton.  But  to  this 
avowal  his  pride  could  not  stoop,  and  reason,  who  is 
wonderfully  readv  to  be  of  counsel  with  orideon  such 
occasions,  otlerua  many  arguments  to  snow  it  would 
he  useless  as  well  as  mean  so  far  to  degrade  himself. 


terror,  and  called  on  his  brother,  "  Edward !  wakc^ 
waken,  for  oar  Lady's  sake  !*' 

hldward  awaked  accordingly,  and  asked  what  b 
wanted. 

"  Look  out,"  said  Halbert,  "  look  up !  aeest  thoi 
no  one  in  the  room  7" 

"  No,  upon  my  good  word,"  said  Edward,  lookiag 
out. 

"  What  I  seest  tliou  nothing  in  the  moonehioe  Dpoa 
the  floor  there  ?" 

"  No,  no  thins,"  answered  Edward,  *'  save  thyieiC 
resting  on  thy  naked  swurd.  1  tel^thee,  Halbert,'dhM 
shouldst  trust  more  to  thy  spiritual  arms,  and  luiii 
those  of  steel  and  iron.  For  this  many  a  nicht  hM 
thou  started  and  moaned,  and  cried  out  of  ngfatin^ 
and  of  spectres,  and  oflbblins— thy  sleep  hath  not  iv- 
frcslied  thee— thy  wdHK  hath  been  a  dream.—Crdit 
me,  dear  Ilalbcrt,  say  the  Pater  and  Credo^  n4-.p 
thyself  to  the  protection  of  God,  and  thou  wilt  tltep 
sound  and  wake  in  comfort." 

"  It  may  be,"  said  Halbert  slowly,  and  having  ha 
eye  still  bent  on  the  female  form  which  to  him  seenui 
distinctly  visible,—"  it  may  be—But  tell  me,  dcff 
Edward,  seest  thou  no  one  on  the  chamber  flour  tal 
mc7" 

"  No  one,"  answered  Edward,  raising  himseif  M 
his  elbow ;  "  dc-ar  brother,  lay  aside  thy  weapon,  Mf 
thv  prayers,  and  lay  thee  down  to  rest" 

While  he  thus  spoke^  the  spirit  smiled  at  Hilbot 
as  if  in  scum :  her  wan  cheek  faded  in  the  wan  iiiou> 
light  even  before  the  smile  had  passed  away,  and  Hat 
bert  himself  no  longer  beheld  the  vision  to  which  b 
had  so  anxiously  solicited  his  brother's  attentioo. 
"  ^lay  God  preserve  my  wits!"  he  said,  as.IaTiiig 
aside  his  weapon,  he  again  threw  himaelf  on  his  m£ 

"  Amen !  my  dearest  brother,"  answered' Edwaidi 
"  but  we  muirt  not  provoke  that  heaven  in  our  vaa- 
tonness  which  we  invoke  in  our  miBer>'.— Be  not 
aiigrv  with  me,  my  dear  brother— I  know  not  why 


If  I  tell  a  tall!  so  wonderful,"  thought  he,  "shall  1 1  vou  have  totally  of  late  estranged  yourself  from 


It  IS  true,  lam  neither  so  athletic  in  body,  nor  m  list 
in  ('(turage,  as  yod  havel»een  from  your  infancy  j  ytti 
till  lately,  you  have  not  absolutely  cast  ofTiuy  society- 
Believe  me,  I  have  wept  in  secret,  though  I'forboie:* 
intrude  myself  on  your  privacy.  The  time  has  btes 
when  you  held  me  not  so  cheap ;  and  when,  if  I  couU 
not  follow  the  game  so  closely,  or  mark  it  so  tiul}  ai 
you,  I  could  All  up  our  intervals  of  pastime  «ith  pk*- 
saiit  tales  of  the  olden  times,  which  I  had  read  a 
heard,  and  which  excited  even  yqur  attention  u  m 
sate  and  ate  our  provision  by  some  pleasant  spring 
but  now  I  have,  though  I  know  not  why,  lost  thv  re 
gard  and  afliciion.— Nay,  toss  not  thy  arms  tMol 
ihvic  thus  wildly,"  said  the  younger  brother;  **froa 
thv  strange  dreams.  I  fear  some  touch  of  fever  ht'i 
affected  thy  blood— let  roe  draw  cloaer  arouod  tM 
thy  mantle." 

'•  Forbear."  said  Halbert—"  your  care  is  ncedleit- 
your  complaints  are  without  reason— your  £ean  « 
my  account  are  in  vain." 

Nay,  but  hear  me,  brother,"  said  Edward.  "Ton 
speech  in  sleep,  and  now  even  your  waking  dmw 
are  of  beincs  which  Mong  not  to  this  world,  or  u 
our  race— Our  good  Father  Eustace  says,  that  ho*' 
beit  we  may  not  do  well  to  receive  aifidle  tales « 
goblins  ana  spectres,  yet  there  is  warrant  from  hd* 
Scripture  to  believe,  that  the  flends  haunt  waste  tm 
solitary  places;  ami  that  those  who  freqaent  nek 
wildernesses  alone,  are  the  prey,  or  the  sport,  of  ibtfi 
wandering  demons.  And  therefore,  I  pray  tlwub^ 
ther,  let  me  go  with  you  when  you  go  ncxi  190* 
glen,  where,  as  you  well  know,  there  be  pliost  a 
evil  reputation.— Thou  carcat  not  fur  myetcorl;  bA 
Halk'rt,  such  dangers  are  more  safely  encouaidft 
by  the  wise  in  judgment,  than  by  the  bold  in  boso*; 
and  though  I  have  small  cause  10  boast  oif  my  o«i 
wisdom,  yet  I  have  that  which  arisuth  fiom  thevni 
ten  knowledge  of  elder  times." 

There  was  a  moment  during  this  diaooune^  «h« 
Halbert  had  wellnigh  come  to  the  resolution  ct^ 
burdening  his  own  inrcust,  by  intruating  Edwaid  «i> 
all  that  weighed  upon  it.  Bot  when  hia  brodwr i(k 
«ivndfid  Vi\m  \kat  tbia  was  tho  monung  of  a  liP 
H»lbat  Oiefldinniiift  gtve  way  forainomAl  Ul\\lfi^M^1^la^'^AX^«N»%«i^ 


not  either  be  stiginati'/.cd  as  a  liar,  oir  punished  as  a 
wizanl  ?— Were  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  generous,  noble, 
and  benevolent,  as  the  champions  of  whom  we  hear 
in  romance,  I  might  indeed  gain  his  ear,  and,  without 
demeaning  niyseh',  escape  from  the  situation  in  which 
I  am  placed.  But  as  he  is,  or  at  least  seems  to  be, 
self- conceited,  arrogant,  vain,  and  presumptuous— I 
should  but  humble  mvself  in  vain— and  I  will  liot 
humble  mvself!"  he  siiid,  starting  out  of  bed.  grasp- 
ing to  his  broadsword,  and  brandishing  it  in  the  light 
of  the  moon,  which  streamed  through  the  deep  niche 
that  served  th<.'in  as  a  window;  when,  to  his  extreme 
surprise  and  terror,  an  airy  form  stood  in  the  moon- 
light, but  intercepted  not  the  reflection  on  the  floor. 
Dimly  as  it  was  expressed,  the  sound  of  the  voice 
soon  made  him  s^-nsible  he  saw  the  White  Lady. 
At  no  time  had  her  presence  seemed  so  terrific  to 
him ;  for  when  he  had  invoked  her,  il  was  with  the 
expectation  of  the  apparition,  and  the  determination 
to  abide  the  issue.  But  now  she  had  come  uncalled, 
and  her  presence  impressed  him  with  a  sense  of 
apprnaching  misfortune,  and  with  the  hideous  appre- 
hension thai  he  had  associated  himself  with  a  demon, 
over  whose  motions  he  had  no  control,  and  of  whose 
powers  and  quality  he  had  no  certain  knowledge.  He 
remain<Hl,  therefore,  in  mere  terror,  f^nzing  on  the 
oppantion.  which  chanted  or  recited  in  cadence  the 
following  lines— 

"  He  wlnMc  hiMirt  for  vpnn*anr<»  fiipd. 
Mu:>t  not  lihrink  fn)in  f4ii.>ddin?  Mood  ; 
TliK  knot  thiir  'hou  hniit  tii-d  with  word, 
Tliou  must  looM  liy  «d(u  o(  Mword." 

"Avaunt  thee,  false  Spirit!"  said  Halbert  Glen- 
linning:  "I  have  iHiiight  thy  advice  too  dearly  al- 
eady— B^'^one,  in  the  name  of  God  I" 

The  Spint  lai'ghed ;  and  the  cold  unnatural  sound 
of  her  laughter  had  something  in  it  more  fearful  than 
the  usual  melancholv  tones  of  her  voice.  She  then 
replied,— 

"  YiHi  hum  iiamn»»n'd  me  opre— ynu  have  lummon'd  me  twice, 
Amt  withiMit  f'nrn  summon*  I  come  to  jrou  tlirioe ; 
Liiamk'ti  fur,  mu*wA  far,  jtM  can)e  to  my  clen ; 
Utuued  and  unatk'il,  I  aui  with  jrnu  again." 


[:*toA».xxi.] 
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ifeuure,  he  o«ttht  to  go  to  the  Mooastaqr  end  shri^ 
limself  before  Father  Eustace,  who  would  that  day 
»ccupir  the  confeesional,  pride  stepped  in  and  con* 
irmed  his  wavering  resolution.  .  "I  will  not  avow«" 
le  thought,  "a  tale  so  extraordioaryt  that  I  may  be 
»n8idered  as  an  impostor  or  something  worse— I 
Krill  not  fly  from  this  Englishman,  whose  arm  and 
iword  mav  be  no  better  than  my  own.  My  fathers 
lave  faced  his  betters,  were  he  as  much  distinguished 
n  battle  as  he  is  by  his  quaint  discourse.*' 

Pride,  which  has  been  said  to  save  man,  and  wo-, 
nan  too.  from  foiling,  has  yet  a  stronger  influence  on 
be  mind  -when  it  embrace  the  cause  of  passion, 
Old  seldom  fails  to  render  it  victorious  over  con- 
icieDoe  and  reason.  Halbert  once  determined,  though 
lot  to  the  better  course,  at  length  slept  soundly,  and 
vas  only  awakened  by  the  dawn  of  day. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

IndiflferMt,  but  indiflbrent— psHaw,  1m  doth  it  not 
Like  one  who  u  hi*  omft'i  muter— no'ertheless 
1  have  Men  a  olown  confer  a  bloody  coxcomb  i 

On  one  who  waaa  master  of  defence.— OM  Plap. 

With  the  flfst  gray  peep  of  dawn,  Halbert  Glen- 
linning  arose  and  hastened  to  dress  himself,  girded 
»n  his  weapon,  and  took  a  crossbow  in  his  hand;  ps 
f  his  usual  sport  had  been  his  sole  object  He  groped 
lis  way  down  the  dark  and  winding  staircase,  and 
mdid,  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  the  fastenings 
>f  the  inner  door,  and  of  the  exterior  iron  grate.  At 
ength  he  stood  free  in  the  court-yard,  and  looking  up 
o  tneaower,  saw  a  signal  made  with  a  handkerchief 
Tom  the  window.  Nothing  doubting  that  it  was  his 
intagonist,  he  paused,  expecting  him.  But  it  was 
liCary  Avenel,  who  glided  like  a  spirit  from  under  the 
ow  and  rugged  portal 

Halbert  was  much  surprised,  and  felt,  he  knew  not 
ivhy,  like  one  caught  in  the  act  of  a  meditated  tres- 
>ass.  The  presence  of  Mary  Avenel  had  till  that 
noment  never  given  him  pain.  She  spoke,  too,  in  a 
:one  where  sorrow  seemed  to  min^e  with  reproach, 
while  she  asked  him  with  emphasis,  "  What  ne  was 
about  to  do  r* 

He  showed  his  crossbdw,  and  was  about  to  express 
:he  pretext  he  had  meditated,  when  Mary  interrupted 
lim. 

**  Not  sOl  Halbert— that  evasion  were  unworfliy  of 
>ne  whose  word  nas  hitherto  been  truth.  You  medi- 
cate not  the  destruction  of  the  deer— your  hand  and 
foar  heart  are  aimed  at  other  game— you  seek  to  do 
>attle  with  this  stranger." 

"  And  wherefore  should  I  quarrel  with  our  guest  ?** 
answered  Halbert,  blushing  deeply. 

**  There  are,  indeed,  many  reasons  why  you  should* 
not,"  replied  the  maiden,  ^'^nor  is  there  one  of  avail 
wherefore  you  should— yet,  nev^heless,  sndi  a  quar- 
rel yon  are  now  searching  after." 

"  Why  should  you  simpose  so,  Mary  1"  said  Halbert, 
endeavouring  to  bide  his  conscious  purpose,— "  he  is 
ffiy  mother's  goest— he  is  protected  oy  tne  Abbot  and 
the  community,  who  are  our  masters— he  is  of  high 
iegree  also,— and  wherefore  should  you  think  that  I 
can,  or  dare,  resent  a  hasty  word,  wnioh  he  has  per- 
chance thrown  out  against  me  more  from  the  wan- 
tonness of  his  wit,  than  the  purpose  of  his  heart  V* 

"  Alas!"  answered  the  maiden,  "  the  very  asking 
that  question  puts  your  resolution  beyond  a  doubt 
Since  your  childhood  yon  were  ever  daring^  seeking 
danger  rather  than  avoiding  it— delighting  m  what- 
ever had  the  air  of  adventure  and  of  courage }  and  it 
m  not  from  fear  that  you  will  now  blench  from  your 
purpose— O  let  it  then  be  from  pity!— from  pity, 
Halbert,  to  your  ared  mother,  whom  your  death  or 
victory  will  alike  deprive  of  the  comfort  and  stay  of 
her  age" 

^  She  haa  my  brother  Edward,"  said  Halbert,  tam- 
ing suddenly  from  her. 

^  She  has  indeed,"  said  Mary  Avenel,  "  the  calm, 
the  noble-minded,  the  considerate  Edward,  who  has 
thy  courage,  Hilbert,  without  thy  fiery  rashness,— 
thy  generous  spirit,  with  more  of  reason  to  guide  it. 
tie  would  not  nave  beard  his  mother,  would  not  have 
hetid  hi*  adopled  sister,  beseech  him  in  vain  not  to 


ruin  himself,  and  tear  ^  thur  foture  hopes  of  happi* 
nees  and  protectioo." 

Halbert^s  heart  swdled  as  he  replied  to  this  re- 
proach, "Well— what iivails  it  q>eakingl— you  hav« 
him  that  is  better  than  me— wiser,  more  considerate 
—braver,  for  aught  that  I  know— you  are  provided 
with  a  protector,  and  need  care  no  more  for  me." 
*  Again  he  turned  to  depart,  but  Mary  Avenel  laid 
her  hand  on  his  arm  so  gently  that  he  scarce  felt  her 
hold,  yet  felt  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  strike 
it  on.  There  he  stood,  one  foot  advanced  to  leave 
the  court^yarcL  but  so  little  determined  on  departiire 
that  he  resembled  a  traveller  arrested  by  the  spell  o 
a  magician,  and  unable  either  to  quit  the  attitude  of 
motion,  or  to  proceed  on  his  course. 

Mary  Avenel  availed  herself  of  his  state  of  sus- 

f9nse.  "  Hear  me,"  she  said,  "  hear  me,  Halbert  !— 
am  an  orphan,  and  even  Heaven  hears  the  orphan— I 
have  been  the  companion  of  your  infancy,  and  if  you 
will  not  hear  me  for  an  instant,  from  whom  may 
Mary  Avenel  claim  ko  poor  a  boon  7" 

"  I  hear  you,"  said  Halbert  Glendinning,  "  but  be 
briefl  dear  Mary— you  mistake  the  nature  oi  my  busi- 
ness—it is  but  a  morning  of  summer  sport  wl^ch  w« 
propose." 

"Say  not  thus,"  said  the  maiden,  interrupting 
hini,  '^say  not  thus^  me— othera  thou  mayest  de^ 
ceive,  but  me  thou  canst  not— There  has  been  that 
in  me  t^m  the  earliest  youth,  which  fivud  flies  from, 
and  which  imposture  cannot  deceive.  For  what  fate 
has  given  me  such  a  power  I  know  not ;  but  bred  an 
ignorant  maiden  in  this  sequestered  valley,  mine 
eyes  can  too  often  see  what  man  would  most  willingly 
hide— I  can  judge  of  the  dark  purpose,  though  it  is 
hid  undo-  the  smiling  brow,  ana  a  glance  of  the  eye 
says  Cnore  to  me  than  oaths  and  protestations  do  to 
others." 

*'  Then,"  said  Halbert,'  "  if  thou  canst  so  read  the 
human  heart.— say,  dear  Marv— what  dost  thou  see 
in.mine?— tell  me  that— say  that  what  .thou  seest— 
what  thou  readest  in  this  bosom,  does  not  offend  thee 
—say  but  tbati  and  thou  shalt  be  the  guide  of  my 
actions,  and  mould  me  now  and  henceforward  to 
honour  or  to  dishonour  at  thy  own  free  will !" 

Mary  Avenel  became  first  red,  and  then  deadly 
pale,  as  Halbert  Glendinning  spoke.  But  when,  tum- 
mg  round  at  the  close  of  his  address,  he  look  her 
hand,  she gentlywithdrew  it,  and  replied,  "I  cannot 
read  the  heart,  Halbert,  and  I  woukt  not  of  my  will 
know  aught  of  yours,  save  what  beseems  us  both— I 
only  can  judge  of  signs,  words,  and  actions  of  httle 
outward  import,  more  truly  than  those  around  me,  aa 
my  eyes,  thou  knowest,  nave  seen  objects  not  pre- 
sented to  those  of  others." 

"  Let  them  gaze  then  on  one  whom  they  shall  never 
see  more,"  said  Halbert,  once  more  turning  from  her, 
and  rushing  out  of  the  cour^yard  without  again  look- 
ins  back. 

Mary  Avenel  gave  a  faint  scream,  and  daqped  both 
her  hands,  firmly  on  her  forehead  and  eyes.  She  had 
been  a  minute  in  this  attitude,  when  she  was  thus 
greeted  by  a  voice  from  behindi :  "  Qenerously  done, 
my  most  clement  Discretion,  to  hide  those  brilliant 
eyes  from  the  far  inferior  beams  which  even  now 
begin  to  gild  the  eastern  horiion— Certes,  peril  there 
were  that  Phcsbos,  outshone  in  splendoor,  might  in 
very  shamefacedness  turn  back  Bis  car,  and  rather 
leave  the  world  in  darkness,  than  incur  the  disgrace 
of  such  an  encounter— Credit  me,  lovely  Discretion" — 

But  as  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  (the  reader  will  readily 
set  down  these  flowera  of  eloquence  to  the  prop^ 
owner)  attempted  to  take  Mary  Avenel's  hand,  m 
order  to  proceed  in  his  speech,  ihe  shook  him  abruptly 
ofi,  and  regarding  him  with  an  eye  which  evinced 
terror  and^  agitation,  rushed  past  him  into  the  tower. 

The  knight  stood  looking  after  her  with  a  counte- 
nance in  which  contempt  was  stronaiy  mingled  ^ith 
mortification.  '* By  my  knighthoodi"  be  ejaculated. 
"  I  have  thrown  away  upon  this  rude  rustic  Phidele 
a  speech,  which  the  proudest  beauty  at  the  court  of 
Felicia  (so  let  me  call  the  Elysium  from  which  I  am 
banished!)  might  have  termed  the  very  matins  of 
Cupid.  Hard  and  inexorable  was  the  late  that  sent 
thee  thither,  Piercie  Shafton,  to  waste  thy  wU  iv<vi 
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tOtu», 


cmiiitiT  wenches,  and  ihy  ^lonr  upon  hotmailed 
clowns  I  But  that  insult—that  affhHit— had  it  been 
offered  to  me  by  the  lowest  plebeian,  he  must  have 
4ied  for  it  by  my  hapd,  in  respect  the  enormity  of  the 
ofTenoe  dotn  countervail  the  inequality  of  him  bv 
whom  it  was  given.  I  trust  I  shall  find  this  clownish 
roisterer  not  less  willing  to  deal  in  blows  than  in 
taunts." 

While  he  held  this  conversation  with  himself.  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  was  hastening  to  the  little  tuft  of 
birch-trees  which  had  been  assigned  as  the  place  of 
meeting;.  He  greeted  his  antagonist  with  a  courtly 
•alutauon,  followed  by  this  commentary :  "  I  pray  you 
to  observe,  that  I  don  my  hat  to  you,  though  so  much 
my  inferior  in  rank,  without  derogation  on  my  part, 
inasmuch  as  my  having  so  far  honoured  you  in  re- 
ceiving and  admitting  your  defiance,  doth,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  best  martialists,  in  some  sort  and 
ibr  the  time,  raise  you  to  a  level  with  me— an  honour 
which  you  may  and  ought  to  account  cheaply  pur^ 
chased,  even  with  the  loss  of  your  life,  if  such  snould 
chance  to  be  the  issue  of  this  duella" 

"  For  which  condescension,''  said flidbert,  "I  have 
to  thank  the  token  which  I  presented  to  you." 

The  knight  changed  colour,  and  grinded  his  teeth 
with  rage—"  Draw  your  weapSon!"  said  he  to  Glen- 
dinning.  ^ 

"  Not  in  thi>  spot,"  answered  the  youth  5  "  we 
•hould  be  liable  to  interruption— Follow  me,  aiM  I 
will  bring  you  to  a  place  where  we  shall  encounter 
no  such  nsk."  '  • 

He  proceeded  to  walk  up  the  glen,  resolving  that 
their  place  of  combat  should  be  in  the  entrance  of 
the  Uorri-nan-shian ;  both  because  the  spot,  lying 
under  the  reputation  of  being  haunted,  was  v^  lit- 
tle frequented,  and  also  because  he  regarded  it  as  a 
place  which  to  him  might  b«  termed  fated^  and  which 
ne  therefore  resolved  should  witness  his  death  or 
Tictory. 

They  walked  up  the  ^en  for  some  time  in  silence, 
like  honourable  enemies  who  did  not  wish  to  contend 
with  words,  and  who  had  nothing  friendly  to  ex- 
change with  each  other.  Silence;,  however,  was  al- 
ways an  irksome  state  with  Sir  Piercie  and,  more- 
over^ his  anger  was  usually  a  hasty  and  short-lived 
passion.  As,  therefore,  he  went  forth^  in  his  own 
idea,  in  all  love  and  honour  towards  his  antagonist, 
he  saw  not  any  cause  for  submitting  longer  to  the 
painful  restraint  of  positive  silence.  He  began  by  com- 
.  plimenting  Halbert  on  the  alert  activity  with  which 
he  surmounted  the  obstacles  and  impediments  of  the 
way. 

**^Tnist  me,"  said  he,  "  worthy  rustic,  we  have  not 
a  lighter  or  a  firmer  step  in  our  courtlike  revels,  and 
if  duly  set  forth  by  a  silk  hose,  and  trained  unto  that 
stately  exercise,  your  leg  would  make  an  indifferent 
good  show  in  a  pavin  or  a  galliard.  And  I  doubt 
nothing,"  he  added,  "  that  you  have  availed  yourself 
of  some  opportunity  to  improve  yourself  in  the  art  of 
fence,  which  is  more  akin  than  dancing  to  otir  pre- 
sent purpose  T* 

"  I  know  nothing  more  of  fSsncing,"  said  Halbert, 
**  than  hath  been  taught  me  by  an  old  shepherd  of 
our^  called  Blarttn.  and  at  whiles  a  lesson  from 
Chnstie  of  the  Glinthill— for  the  rest.  I  must  trust  to 
good  sword,  strong  arm,  and  sound  heart" 

"  Marry  and  I  am  i^ad  of  it,  young  Audacity,  (I 
will  call  you  my  Audacity,  and  you  may  call  me  Vonr 
CSondescension,  while  we  are  on  these  terms  or  im- 
natnral  equality,)  I  am  g^ad  of  your  ignorance  with 
all  my  heart  For  we  martialists  proportion  the 
punishments  which  we  inffict  upon  otir  opposites,  to 
the  length  and  hazard  of  the  efforts  wherewith  they 
oppose  themselves  to  us.  And  I  see  not  why  you, 
being  but  a  tyro,  may  not  be  heW  sufficiently  pun- 
ished for  yoin-  outrecmdance  and  orgillous  presnmp- 
■  tjon,  by  the  loss  of  an  ear,  an  eye,  or  even  of  a  finger, 
accompanied  by  some  flesh-wound  of  depth  and  se- 
▼erity,  suited  to  yonr  error— whereas,  had  you  been 
able  to  stand  more  effectually  on  your  defence,  I  mb 
not  how  less  than  yonr  life  couM  have  atoned  som- 
cicntly  for  your  presumption." 

••Now.  by  God  and  Our  Lady."  said  Halbert,  rni- 
•Miany  kmger  to  restrain  himself  **  diou  art  thyself 


overpfeiuroptttOPii  who  spsinott  tfuwdariufi^of  ttw 
issue  of  a  combat  which  is  not  yet  even  began— An 

Iron  a  god,  that  you  already  dispose  of  my  life  and 
imbs?  or  are  you  a  judge  m  the  justioe-air,  tdling: 
at  your  ease  and  without  risk,  bow  the  heftd  and 
quarters  of  a  condemned  oriminal  ars  to  bo  disposed 
ofr» 

"  Not  so,  O  thou,  whom  I  have  well  penmtted  to 
call  thyself  my  Audacity!  I,  thy  Condesoension,  as 
neither  a  god  to  judge  the  issne  of  the  ooinbat  befors 
it  is  fought,  nor  a  judge  to  dispose  at  my  ease  and  in 
safety  of  the  limbs  and  head  of  a  condemned  crimi- 
nal ;  but  I  am  an  indifferent  good  master  of  fenoa, 
being  the  first  pupil  of  the  first  master  of  the  first 
school  of  fence  that  oar  royal  England  affords,  the 
said  master  being  no  other  than  the  tndy  noble,  aad 
all-unutterably-skiifat  Vinoentio  Saviola,  frt>m  who* 
I  learned  the  firm  step,  ouick  eye,  and  nimble  hand— 
of  which  qualities  thou,  O  my  most  rustic&l  Audacitr; 
art  full  like  to  reap  the  fruits,  so  soon  as  we  sfasu 
find  a  piece  of  ground  fitting  for  such  experiments.* 

They  had  now  reached  the  gorge  or  the  ravins 
where  Halbert  had  at  first  intended  to  stop;  but 
when  he  observed  the  narrowness  of  the  lertA  ground, 
he  began  to  consider  that  it  was  oiily  by  aniierior 
agility  that  he  could  expect  to  make  up  his  defineney 
in  the  science,  as  it  was  called,  of  defence.  Hi 
found  no  spot  which  afforded  sufficient  room  to  tra* 
verse  for  this  purpose,  until  he  gained  the  well-knowft 
fountain,  by  whose  margin,  and  in  front  of  the  hug» 
rock  fix>m  which  it  sprung  was  an  amphitheatre  oi 
level  turf,  <^  small  ipace  indeed,  compered  with  the 
great  height  of  the  cliffs  with  whiich  it  vras  surraniided 
on  every  point  save  that  from  which  therimlet  isftied 
forth,  yet  large  enough  for  their  present  purpose. 

When  they  had  reached  this  spot  of  groond,  fitted 
well  by  its  gloom  and  sequestered  situation  to  be  a 
scene  of  mortal  strife,  both  were  surprised  to  obeervs 
that  a  grave  was  dug  close  by  the  foot  of  the  rock 
with  great*  neatness  and  regularity,  the  gneen  tmi 
being  laid  down  upon  the  one  side,  and  the  eiirtb 
thrown  out  in  a  heap  upon  the  other.  A  mattock 
and  shovel  lay  bv  the  verge  of  the  grave. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafron  bent  his  eye  vridi  nmnal 
seriousness  upon  Halbert  Glendinning,  as  he  askei 
him  sternly,  "Does  this  bode  treason,  voong  manl 
And  have  you  purpose  to  set  upon  me  here  &«  in  an 
emboacata  or  place  of  vantage t'    . 

"Not  on  my  part,  by  Heaven f'  answered  ths 
youth ;  "  I  told  no  one  of  our  puipose,  nor  waaM  I 
for  the  throne  of  Scotland  take  odds  against  a  mr 
S^arm." 

"I  believe  thou  wonldst  not,  mine  Andacity,"  said 
the  knight,  resuming  the  afiTected  manner  which  wai 
become  a  second  nature  to  him;  "nevertheless  thti 
fosse  is  curiously  well  shaped,  and  might  be  the  ma9> 
terpiece  of  Nature's  last  bed-maker,  1  would  say  thB 
sexton— Wherefore,  let  us  be  thankfiii  to  chance,  or 
some  unknown  friend,  whp  hath  thus  provided  for 
one  of  us  the  decencies  of  sepulture,  and  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  determine  which  shall  have  the  advantage  ot 
enjoying  this  place  of  undisturbed  slumber." 

80  sa3rin&  he  stripped  off*  his  doublet  and  doak. 
^ which  he  folded  up  with  great  care,  and  deposited 
'upon  a  hurge  stone,,while  Halbert  Glendinning,  not 
Mritboot  some  emotion,  followed  his  example.  Their 
vicinity  to  the  (ivourite  haunt  of  the  White  Lady  led 
him  to  form  conjectures  conceminff  the  inodent  of 
the  grave— "It  must  have  been  ncr  workT  he 
thought:  "the  Spirit  foresaw  and  has  provided  for 
the  fktal  event  of  the  combat— I  must  retom  firom  this 
place  a  homicide,  or  I  must  remain  here  for  everr 

The  bridge  seemed  now  broken  down  behind  him) 
and  the  chance  of  coming  off*  honourably  withovt 
kiHing  or  being  killed,  (the  hope  of  which  issoe  has 
cheered  the  sinking  heart  of  many  a  duelhst,)  seemed 
now  to  be  altogether  removed.  Yet  the  very  despen^ 
tion  of  his  situation  gave  him,  on  an  instant's  reflec- 
tion, both  firmness  and  courage,  and  prcaentcd  to  him 
one  sole  alternative,  namely,  conqoest  or  death. 

*•  As  we  are  here,"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafron,  "nnie- 
companied  by  any  patrons  or  seconds^  it  wvrs  well 
you  should  pass  yonr  hands  over  my  ndie,  as  f  slMll 
over  yours;  not  that  I  suspeetyou  to  osii  oiv 


».  SOOLI 


TQB  IKfff ASTEST. 


«fl»^rao  of  priTT  trmoor.  bat  ia  otdir  to  oomptv  with 
tiiA  ancient  and  laudable  ouatom  praetiaed  on  all  auch 
occaaiona." 

T^hile,  complying  with  hif;  nntagOQifit'^  bum<)tiT, 
flLAlbest  Olendinning  went  tfirtiu^h  thia  ccremc^rty, 
Sir  Piercie  Shafton  oi^  not  faiJ  to  solicit  his  nitcjttLou 
U>  the  qualitsr  and  fineneae  of  hid  wrought  and  rm- 
orokiered  aJ»irt--*'In  Ihia  very  sMiTU'^  ejnd  hi\  "O 
nxine  Audacity,—!  say  in  this  wry  ^itrm^nt,  m  wliich 
I  am  now  to  combat  a  Sootti^h  rukic  like  thyself,  it 
Mras  my  envied  lot  to  lead  th<i  wijming  puny  at  that 
^^ondrous  daatch  at  ballon,  m  iHe  biMwijci  the  divine 
A^tropheL  (our  matchleaa  Sidney,)  iind  the  right 
Honourable  my  very  good  loni  oi  Qjcford.  Alt  the 
beauties  of  Felicia  (by  which  Eiiuifj  I  di^Lin^^dh  cjur 
beloved  England)  stood  in  tlir  i.'alltTyn  wjivm^  ih*iii 
kerchiefs  at  each  turn  of  the  {    .  .  ]    ' :        ^  -  i  bo 

^w^innera  by  their  plaudita.    Ai;cr  \\ uuhic  ijjxjft 

^Rre  were  refreshed  by  a  suitable  banquet,  whereat  it 
pleaaed  the  noble  Urania  (being  the  unmatched  Coun- 
teofl  of  Pembroke)  to  accommodate  me  with  ber  own 
Tan  for  the  cooling  my  somewhat  too  much  inflamed 
wiaage,  to  req^^ite  which  courtesy,  I  said,  casting  my 
leatures  into  a  smiling  yet  melancholy  fashion,  O 
cUvtnest  Urania!  receive  again  that  too  fatal  gift, 
iivhich  not  like  the  Zephyr  cooletb,  but  like  the  not 
breath  of  the  Sirocco  heateth  yet  more,  that  which  is 
already  inflamed.  Wh^eupon,  looking  upon  me 
sonoewhat  scornfully,  yet  not  so  but  what  the  expe- 
rienced courtier  might  perceive  a  certain  caat  of 

aiiprobative  afiectioi^:' 

Here'  the  knisht  was  interrupted  by  Halbert,  who 
bad  waited  witn  courteous  patience  for  some  little 
time,  till  he  found,  that  far  from  drawing  to  a  close, 
Sir  Piercie  aeemed  rather  inclined  to  wax  proUx  in 
his  reminiscences.  ^ 

*'  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  youth,  "  if  this  matftr  be 
not  very  much  to  the  purpose,  we  will,  if  you  object 
net,  proceed  to  that  which  we  have  in  hand.  You 
aftiomd  have  abidden  in  Ekigland  had  you  deaired  to 
waste  time  in  words,  for  here  we  speitd  it  in  blows." 
"  I  crave  your  pardon,  most  rusticated  Audacity," 
anaweied  Sir  Piercie;  **  truly  I  become  obUyiousof 
ewery  thing  beside,  when  the  recollections  of  the 
divine  court  of  Felicia  preaa  upon  my  weakened 


BOiT«  even  as  a  saint  is  dasxled  when  he  bethinka 
hioa  of  the  beatific  vision.  Ah,  felicitous  Feliciana! 
delicate  narae  of  the  fair,  chosen  abode  of  the  wiae, 
the  birth-place  and  cradle  of  nobility,  the  temple  of 
ooartesy,  the  fane  of  sprightly  chivalry— Ah,  heaven- 
ly court,  or  rather  courtly  heaven !  cheered  with  dan- 
oea,  lolled  aaleep  with  harmony,  wakened  with 
apnghtly  sports  and  tourneys,  decored  with  silks  and 
tieauea,  glittering  with  diamonda  and  jewela,  stand- 
iag  on  end  with  double-piled  valveta,  aatins,  and  aa- 
tinettas!* 

"  The  token.  Sir  Knight,  the  token !"  exclaimed 
Halbert  GUeodinning,  who,  impatient  of  Sir  Pier- 
eie'a  interjninable  oratory,  reminded  .him  of  the 
ffTMind  cf  their  quarrel,  as  the  beat  way  to  compel 
nun  to  the  purpoae  of  their  meeting. 

And  he  Judsed  right ;  for  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  no 
sooner  heard  mm  speak,  than  he  exclaimed,  **Thv 
dsath-hour  has  8truck--betake  thee  to  thy  awora 
-Via!" 

Both  awords  were  unsheathed,  and  the  combat- 
tants  commenced  their  enjgagement.  Halbert  be- 
came immediately  aware,  that,  as  he  had  expected, 
he  was  far  inferior  to  hia  adveraary  in  the  use  of  his 
weapon.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  had  taken  no  more 
than  his  own  share  of  real  merit,  when  he  termed 
himself  an  abaolutely  good  fencer;  and  Olendinning 
aoqp  found  that  he  should  have  great  difficulty  in 
escaping  with  life  and  honour  from  auch  a.  maater 
of  the  sword.  The  Bngliah  knight  vfaa  maater  of 
all  the  mystery  of  the  stoceata,  ynbroeata,  jntnUfrt' 
f  JTCO,  incartata^  and  so  forth^  which  the  Itahan  roas- 
t«8  ot  defence  had  lately  introduced  into  general 
practice.  But  Olendinning,  on  his  par^  was  no  no- 
vice m  the  principles  of  the  art,  according  to  the  old 
9eottiah  faahbn,  and  possessed  the  first  of  all  quali- 
ties, a  steady  and  collected  mind.  At  firsl^  being  de- 
•mma  to  try  the  skill,  and  become  acoaamted  with 
Iki  play  of  Ills  snemy,  he  stood  on  his  defence,  kesp- 
YouUl.  ♦ 


ing  his  foot,  hand,  eye,  and  bodrt  in  perfect  nnUmiib 
and  holding  his  sword  short,  and  with  the  point  to- 
warda  hia  antagonist's  face,  ao  that  Sir  Piercie,  in 
order  to  aaaail  him,  was  obliged  to  make  actual  pass- 
es^ and  could  not  avail  himself  of  his  skill  ii\  making 
fcmts;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Halbert  waa  prompt 
to  parry  these  attacka.  either  by  shifting  his  ground, 
or  with  the  sword.  The  consequence  was.  that  after 
two  or  three  sharp  attempta  on  the  part  oi  Sir  Pier- 
cie, which  were  evaded  ordiaconcerted  by  the  address 
of  his  opponent,  he  began  to  assume  the  defensive  in . 
his  turn,  fearful  of  giving  some  advantage  by  being 
repeatedly  tt^e  aasaiiant  But  Halbert  was  too  cau- 
tious to  press  on  a  swordsman  whoae  dexterity  had 
already  more  than  once  placed  him  within  a  hair's- 
breadth  of  death,  which  he  had  only  escaped  by  un- 
common watchfulneaa  and  agiUty. 

When  each  had  made  a  femt  or  twO)  there  waa  a 
pause  in  the  conflict,  both  as  if  by  one  aasent  drop- 
ping their  swords'  point,  and  looking  on  each  other 
for  a  moment  without  apeaking.  At  length  Halbert 
Olendinning,  who  felt  perhapa  more  uneasy  on  ac- 
count of  his  femily  than  he  had  done  before  he  had. 
displayed  his  own  courage,  and  proved  the  strength 
of  his  antagonist,  could  not  help  aaying,  "  Is  the  sub- 
ject of  our  quarrel.  Sir  Knight,  so  mortal,  that  one  of 
ou^  two  bodies  must  needs  fill  up  that  grave  1— oc 
may  we  with  honour,^aving  proved  ourselvea  against 
each  other,  aheathe  our  awords  and  depart  friends'?" 

"  Vahant  and  most  rustical  Audacity,"  aaid  the 
Southron  knight,  *'  to  no  man  on  earth  could  you 
hive  put  a  question  on  the  code  of  honour,  who  was 
more  capable  of  rendering  you  a  reason.  Let  us 
pause  for  the  space  of  one  venue,  imtil  I  give  you  my 
opinion  on  this  dependence  ;*  for  certain  it  la,  that 
bpive  men  should  not  run  upon  their  fate  like  brute 
and  furioua  wild  beasts,  but  should  slay  each  other 
^deliberately,  decently,  and  with  reaaon.  Therefore^ 
Hf  we  coolly  examine  the  state  of  our  dependence,  we 
may  the  better  apprehend  whether  the  aiiters  three 
have  doomed  one  of  ua  to  expiate  the  aame  with  his 
blood— Doat  thou  understand  meV* , 

"  I  have  heard  Father  Eustace,"  said  Halbert.  after 
a  moment'a  recollection,  **  speak  of  the  three  runes, 
with  their  thread  and  their  abears." 

"  Enough— enough,"— interrupted  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
ton, crimsoning  with  a  new  fit  of  rage,  "  the  thread 
of  thy  life  is  spun !" 

And  with  these  words  he  attacked  with  the  utmoat 
ferocity  the  Scottish  youth,  who  had  but  just  time  to 
throw  himaelf  into  a  poature  of  defence.  But  the 
rash  fury  of  the  assailant,  aa  frequently  happens,  dis- 
appointed its  own  purpose ;  for,  as  he  made  a  despe- 
rate thrust,  Halbert  Olendinning  avoided  it^  and  era 
the  knight  could  recover  his  weapon,  requited  him 
(to  use  his  own  lankuage)  with  a  resolute  stoccata 
which  passed  through  his  body,  and  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
ton fell  to  the  ground.  t 


CHAPTER  XXII. 
7m.  life  hath  left  him— everr  bawf  thought, 
Eaeh  fierr  pamion,  every  itmnr  afltection, 
All  aeiwe  or  outward  HI  and  inward  aorrow, 
Are  fled  at  once  fVom  the  pale  trunk  before  me  ; 
And  I  have  riven  that  which  spoke  and  moved. 
Thought,  acted,  ratlbr'd  aa  a  living  man. 
To  be  a  ghaatly  form  of  bioodr olav. 
Soon  the  foul  food  for  reptiJea.— Om  Ptey. 

I  BELnvB  few  aucceaafol  duelliata  (if  the  word  sue- 
ceaaful  can  be  applied  to  a  superiority  so  faul)  have 
beheld  their  dead  antagoniat  atretched  on  the  eafth  at 
their  feet,  without  wiahing  they  could  redeem  with 
their  own  blood  that  which  it  has  been  their  fate  to 
spill.  Least  of  all  could  such  indifference  be  the  lot 
of  80  young  a  man  aa  Halbert  Olendinning,  who,  un- 
used to  the  sight  of  human  blood,  was  not  only  atrvck. 
with  aorrow,  but  with  terror,  when  be  beheld  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  lie  stretched  on  the  green-sward  be- 
fore him,  vomiting  gore  as  if  imDelled  by  the  strokes 
of  a  pump.  He  threw  hia  bloody  vworu  vfi  the  ground, 
and  baatened  to  kneel  dovrn  and  aopport  him,  vainly 

•  Dipendna—A  phraae  amoog  the  brsthiea  of  the  nrrad  kH 
aB«ifUacquer«L 
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Btrivinc,  at  the  same  time,  to  etanch  his  wound,  which 
seemed  rather  to  bleed  inwardlv  than  externally. 

The  unfortunate  knight  spoke  at  intervals,  when 
the  syncope  would  permit  him,  and  his  wonls,  so  far 
as  intelligible,  partook  of  his  aifected  and  conceited, 
yet  not  ungenerous  character. 

"  Most  rustical  youth,"  he  said,  '*  thy  fortune  hath 
prevailed  over  knif^htly  skill— and  Audacity  hath  over- 
come Condescension,  even  as  the  kite  hath  sometimes 
hawked  at  and  struck  down  the  falcon-gentle.— Fly 
and  save  thyself !— Take  my  purse— it  is  in  the  nether 
pocket  of  my  carnation-coloured  hos<*^and  is  worth 
a  clown's  acceptance.  Soe  that  my  mails,  with  my 
vP8tment8,'be  sent  to  the  Monaster^' of  Saint  Mary's ' 

•  •  (here  his  voice  grew  weak,  and  his  mind  and  recol- 
jection  seemed  to  waver)—  I  bestow  the  cut  velvet 
vrkin,  w^ith  close  breechesconforming— for— oh !— the 
good  of  my  souL" 

"  Re  of  good  comfort,  sir,"  said  Halbert,  half  dis- 
tracted with  his  agony  of  pity  and  remorse.  "  I  trust 
you  shall  yet  do  well— O  for  a  leech !" 

'^  Were  there  twenty  physicians,  O  most  generous 
Audacity,  and  that  were  a  grave  spectacle— I  might 
not  survive— my  life  is  ebbing  fast.— Commend  me  td 
the  rustical  nymph  whom  I  called  mv  Discretion— O 
Claridiana !— true  empress  of  this  bleeding  heart— 
which  now  bleedeth  in  sad  earnest !— Place  me  on 
the  ground  at  my  length,  most  rustical  victor,  bom 
to  quench  the  pride  of  the  buminp;  light  of  the  most 
felicitous  court  of  Feliciana— O  saints  and  angels- 
knights  and  ladies— masques  and  theatres— quaint 
devices— chain-work  and  broidery— love,  honour,  aim 
beauty!" 

While  muttering  these  last  words,  which  slid  from 
him,  as  it  were  unawares,  while  doubtless  he  was  re- 
calling to  mind  the  glories  of  the  English  court,  the 
gallant  Sir  Piercie  Snafton  stretched  out  his  limbs— 
groaned  deeply,  shut  his  eyes,  and  became  motionless. 

The  victor  tore  his  hair  for  very  sorrow,  as  he 
looked  on  the  pale  countenance  of  his  victim.  Life, 
he  thought^  had  not  utterly  fled,  but  without  better 
aid  than  his  own,  he  saw  not  now  it  could  be  pre- 
served. 

•  "  Why,"  he  exclaimed,  in  vain  penitence,  "-why 
did  I  provoke  him  to  an  issue  so  fatal !  W^ould  to  God  1 
had  submitted  to  the  worst  insult  man  could  receive 
from  man,  rather  than  be  the  bloody  instrument  of 
this  bloody  deed— and  doubly  cursed  be  this  evil- 
boding  spot,  which,  haunted  as  I  knew  it  to  be  by 
a  witch  or  a  devil,  I  yet  chose  for  the  place  of  com- 
bat !  In  any  other  place,  save  this,  there  had  been 
help  to  be  gotten  by  speed  of  foot,  or  by  uplifting  of 
voice— but  here  there  is  no  one  to  be  found  by  search, 
no  one  to  hoar  my  shouts,  save  the  evil  spirit  who 
has  counselled  this  mischief.  It  is  not  her  hour-I 
will  essay  the  spell  howsoever ;  and  if  she  can  give 
me  aid,  she  shall  do  it,  or  know  of  what  a  madman 
is  capable  even  against  those  of  another  world  !" 

He  spumed  his  bloody  shoe  from  his  foot,  and  re- 
peated the  spell  with  which  the  reader  is  well  ac- 
quainted; but  there  was  neither  voice,  apparition, 
nor  signal  of  answer.  The  youth,  in  the  impatience 
of  hid  despair,  and  with  the  rash  hardihood  which 
formed  the  basis  of  his  character,  shouted  aloud 
"  Witch— Sorceres»-*Fiend ! — art  tnou  dcof  to  my 
cries  for  help,  and  so  ready  to  appear  and  answer 
those  of  vengeance  7  Arise  and  speak  to  me,  or  I 
will  choke  up  thy  fountain,  tear  down  thy  hollybush, 
and  leave  thy  haunt  as  waste  and  bare,  as  thy  fatal 
assistance  has  made  me  waste  of  comfort  and  bare 
of  counsel !"— This  furious  and  raving  invocation 
was  suddenly  interrupted  by  a  distant  sound,  resem- 
bling a  hallo,  from  the  gone  of  the  ravine.  '^  Now 
may  saint  Mary  be  praised,"  said  the  youth,  hastily 
fastening  his  sandal,  *'  I  hear  the  voice  of  some  living 
man,  who  may  give  me  counsel  and  help  in  this  fear- 
ful extremity!" 

Having  donned  his  sandal,  Halbert  Glendinning, 
tialloomg  at  intervals,  in  answer  to  the  sound  which 
be  had  heard,  ran  with  the  speed  of  a  hunted  buck 
tiown  the  rugged  defile,  as  if  paradise  had  been  before 
Jiitn,  hell  ana  all  her  riries  behind,  and  his  eternal 
happinesB  or  misery  had  depended  upoti  iVie  speed 
wiucb  bo  exerted.    In  a  qwoe  incradibte  itot  In 


any  one  but  a  Scottish  mountaineer  having  his  r 
strung  by  the  deepest  and  most  passionate  intercA 
the  youth  reachrd  thtr  entrance  of  the  ravine,  throiwi 
which  the  rill  that  (lows  down  Corri-nan-shiandu- 
charges  itfk-lf,  and  unites  with  the  brook  that  i 
the  little  valley  of  Glendenrg. 

Here  he  paused,  and  looked  aroqnd  him  l^ — ^ 
and  downwards  through  the  glen,  without  perceiving 
n  human  form.  His  heart  sank  within  him.  But  tM 
windings  of  the  glen  intercepted  his  prospect,  loi 
the  person,  whose  voice  he  had  heard,  mi^ht,  thenion; 
be  at  no  great  distance,  though  not  obvioBS  lokii 
sight.  The  branches  of  an  oak  trep,  which  fho* 
straight  out  from  the  face  of  a  tall  clin,  pruff<*raiM 
his  b<)ld  spirit,  steady  head,  and  active  hmbs,  tki 
means  of  ascending  it  as  a  place  of  out-look,  ahhoq^ 
theenterprist;  was  what  most  men  would  haveshnnt 
from.  But  by  one  bound  from  the  earth,  the  leim 
youth  -caught  hold  of  the  lower  branch,  and  9viib| 
himself  up  into  the  tree,  and  in  a  minute  inoregaiMi 
the  top  of  the  clifT,  from  which  he  could  easily  defory 
a  human  fis^re  descending  the  valley.  It  was  Del 
that  of  a  shepherd,  or  of  a  hunter,  and  .scarcely  aif 
others  used  to  traverse  this  deserted  solitude,  em^ 
cially  coming  from  the  north,  since  the  reader 
remember  that  the  brook  took  its  rise  from  anei 
sive  and  dangerous  morass  which  lay  in  that  direction 

But  Halbert  Glcndiiining  did  not  pause  to  oonsids 
who  the  traveller  might  In*,  or  what  might  betbepOF 
pose  of  his  journey.  To  know  that  he  saw  a  hama 
being,  and  might  rec<:ive,  in  the  axtremity  of  hisdi^ 
tress,  the  countenance  and  advice  of  a  fellow-creaiun^ 
was  enough  fnr  him  at  the  moment.  He  threw  hin- 
self  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  clitT  once  more  into  ihs 
arms  of  the  projecting  oak  tree,  who.^e  boughs  wafd 
in  middle  air,  anchored  by  the  roots  in  a  hu9  rift,flr 
chasm  of  the  rock.  Catching  at  the  branch  which 
was  nearest  to  him,  he  dropped  himsilf  from  thrt 
height  upon  the  ground ;  and  such  was  the  athletic 
springiness  of  his  youthful  sinews^  that  he  piicbed 
there  as  lightly 'and  with  as  little  injury,  astbefakos 
stooping  from  her  wheel. 

To  resume  his  race  at  full  speed  up  the  glen,  wm 
the  work  of  an  instant ;  and  as  he  turned  angle  ate 
angle  of  the  indented  banks  of  the  valley,  withotf 
meeting  that  which  he  sought,  he  became  half  afmi 
that  the  form  which  he  had  seen  at  such  t  distasM 
had  already  melted  into  thin  air,  and  was  either  i 
deception  of  his  own  imagination,  or  of  the  elcsDn- 
tary  spirits  by  which  the  valley  was  supposed  to  hi 
haunted. 

But,  to  his  inexpressible  joy,  as  he  tnmcd  mai 
the  base  of  a  huge  and  distinguished  crag,  he  nn, 
straight  before  and  very  near  to  him,  a  person,  whoa 
dress,  as  ho  viewed  it  hastily,  resembled  that  of  i 
pilcrrim. 

He  was  a  man  in  advanced  life,  and  wetfiogi 
long  beard,  having  on  his  head  a  largo  slouched  b% 
without  either  band  or  brooch.  His  dress  wsa  a  tnsii 
of  black  serge,  which',  like  those  commonly  eiDa 
hussar-cloaks,  had  an  upper  part,  which  covered  lb 
arms  and  fell  down  on  the  lower;  a  small  scrip ■■ 
bottle,  which  hung  at  hia  back,  with  a  stout  staff  ■ 
his  hand,  completed  his  equipage.  His  step  wasfaUl 
like  that  of  one  exhausted  by  a  toilsome  joumeT. 

"Save  ye.  good  father!'^ said  the  yoath.  M 
and  Our  Ladv  have  sent  you  to  mv  assistance." 

"  And  in  wliat,  my  son,  can  so  frail  a  creature  sil 
am,  be  of  service  to  you  T*  said  the!  old  man,  aoC  • 
little  surprised  at  being  thus  accosted  by  so  handanM 
a  youth,  nis  features  discomposed  by  anxietv.  hisbs 
flushed  ^-ith  exertion,  his  hands  and  much  of  his  dna 
stained  with  blood. 

"A  man  bleeds  to  death  in  the  valley  here,  hsTdbfk 
Come  with  me— come  wth  me!  You  are  aged-f^ 
have  experience— you  have  at  least  your  senses  *sw 
mine  have  well-nigh  left  me." 

"A  man,  and  bleeding  to  death — and  hers  iathii 
desolate  spot?"  said  the  stranger. 

"  Stay  not  to  question  it,  Dather,"  said  the  jenk 
"but  come  instantly  to  his  rescue.    FoUow  vt- 
follow  me,  without  an  instant's  delay." 
\    "  Nav,  but  my  son,"  said  the  old  man,  "wt  doMi 
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tuckieBly  in  tfaa  b^conr  of  a  howlhig  wilderheaa. 
Sre  I  follow  thee,  thoa  maet  expound  to  roe  thy 
lavne,  -thy  purpoee,  and  the  cauae." 

^  There  u  no  time  to  expound  any  thing,"  said 
-I albert;  "I  teil  thee  a  man'a  life  is  at  stake,  and 
hou  must  come  to  aid  him,  or  I  will  carry  thee  thither 
►y  force!'* 

**  Pfay,  thoa  shalt  not  need."  said  the  traveller:  "  if 
L  indeed  be  as  thou  savest,  I  will  follow  thee  ot  free 
vill— the  rather  that  I  am  not  wholly  unskilled  in 
aeofa-craft,  and  have  in  my  scrip  that  which  may  do 
liy  friend  a  service— Yet  walk  more  slowly,  I  prav 
be^  for  I  am  already  well-nigh  forespent  with  travel." 
With  the  indignant  impatience  of  the  fiery  steed 
vHen.  compelled  by  his  rider  to  keo)  pace  with  some 
loMT  drudge  upon  the  highway,  Halbert  accompa- 
lied  the  wayfarer,  burning  with  anxiety,  which  he 
ndeavoared  to  subdue,  that  he  might  not  alarm  his 
tompanion,  who  was  obviousW  afraid  to  trust  him. 
Vhen  thev  reached  the  place  where  they  were  to  turn 
rfF  the  wider  glen  into  the  Ck>rn,  the  traveller  made  a 
loubtful  pause,  as  if  unwilling  to  leave  the  broader 
>ath— "  Youne  man,"  he  said,  "  if  thou  meanest 
lu^t  but  gooa  to  these  gray  haura,  thou  wilt  gain  lit- 
le  by  thy  cruelty— I  have  no  earthly  treasure  to 
j&mpt  either  robbor  or  murderer." 

"  And  I,"  said  the  youth,  "  am  neither— and  yet— 
3rod  of  Heaven !— I  may  be  a  murderer,  unless  your 
iid  comes  in  time  to  this  wounded  wretch !" 

''Is -it  even  boV*  said  the  traveller;  "and  do 
luman  passions  disturb  the  breast  of  nature  even  in 
:uiT  deepest  soUtude?-rYet  why  should  I  marvel  that 
where  darkness  abides  the  works  of  darkness  should 
abound  1— By  its  fruits  is  the  tree  known.— Lead  on, 
unhappy  youth— I  follow  thee !" 

Ana  with  better  will  to  the  journey  than  he  had 
evinced  hitherto,  the  stranger  exerted  himself  to  the 
uttermost,  and  seemed  to  Torget  his  own  fatigue  in 
bis  efforts  to  keep  p/ice  with  his  impatient  guide. 

What  was  the  surprise  of  Halbert  Glendinning, 
when,  upon  arriving  at  the  fatal  spoL  he  saw  no 
appearance  of  the  body  of  Sir  Piercie  Snafton !  The 
traces  of  the  fray  were  otherwise  sufficiently  visible. 
The  knight's  cloak  had  indeed  vanished  as  well  as  the 
body,  but  his  doublet  remained  where  he  had  laid  it 
down,  and  the  turf  on  which  he  had  been  stretched 
-was  stained  with  blood  in  many  a  dark  crimson  spot. 
As  he  gazed  round  him  in  terror  and  astonishment, 
Halbert' s  eves  fell  upon  the  place  of  sepulture  which 
had  so  lately  appeared  to  gape  for  a  victim.  It  was 
no  longer  open,  and  it  seemed  that  earth  had  received 
the  eimected  tenant ;  for  the  usual  narrow  hillock 
-was  piled  over  what  had  lately  been  an  opeii  grave, 
and  the  green  sod  was  adjusted  over  all  with  the 
accuracy  of  an  experienced  sexton.  Halbert  stood 
aghast.  The  idea  rushed  on  his  mind  uresistibly. 
that  the  earth-heap  before  him  enclosed  what  had 
lately  been  a  living,  moving,  and  sentient  fellow-crea- 
ture, whom,  on  uttle  provocation,  his  fell  act  had 
reduced  to'  a  clod  of  the  valley,  as  senseless  and  as 
cold  as  the  turf  under  which  ne  rested.  The  hand 
that  scooped  the  grave  had  completed  its  work ;  and 
whose  hand  could  it  be  save  that  of  the  mysterious 
being  of  doubtful  quality,  whom  his  rashness  had 
kuvoKBd,  and  whom  he  had  suffered  to  intermingle  in 
his  destinies'? 

As  he  stood  with  clasped  hands  and  uplifted  eyes, 
bitterly  rueing  his  rashness,  he  was  roused  by  the 
voice  of  the  stranger,  whose  suspicions  of  his  guide 
had  again  been  awakened  by  finding;;  the  scene  so 
different  from  what  Halbert  had  led  him  to  expect— 
"  Young  man,"  he  saki, "  hast  thou  baited  thy  tongue 
with  falsehood,  to  cut  perhaps  only  a  few  days  from 
the  life  of  one  whom  Nature  will  soon  call  home 
without  guilt  on  thy  part  to  hasten  his  journey?^' 

**^v  the  blessed  Heaven!— by  our  dear  Lady!" 
ejaculated  Halbert — • 

"  Swear  not  at  all !"  said  the  stranger,  interrupting 
him,  "neither by  Heaven,  for  it  isGkxi's  throne,  norby 
eartD,for  it  is  his  footstool— nor  by  the  creatures  whom 
ioe  hath  made,  for  they  are  but  earth  and  clay  as  we 
are.  Lei  thy  yea  be  yea,  and  t^y  nay  nay.  Tetl  me  in 
a  word,  why  and  for  what  puipose  thou  hast  feigned  a 
Ule^  to  lead  a  bewildered  traveller  yet  fiurthtir  astray  7" 
Vol.  ni  2  U 


"Ab  I  am  «  Cfarvcian  mtn,"  aeid  OkDdHiiiiilg, 
"I  left  him  here  bleedmg  to  death— and  now  I M^ 
where  spy  him,  and  much  I  doubt  that  the  tomb  that 
thou  seest  has  closed  on  his  mortal  remains !" 

"And  who  is  he  for  whose  fate  thou  art  so  anx- 
ious 7"  said  the  stranger  i ''  or  how  is  it  possible  that 
this  wonnded  man  could  have  been  either  removed 
from,  or  interred  in.  a  place  so  sohtaryl" 
'  "  His  nam&"  said  Halbert,  after  a  moment's  passe, 
"  is  Piercie  Shafton— there,  on  that  very  spot,  I  left 
him  bleeding;  and  what  power  has  conveyed  him 
hence,  I  know  no  more  than  thou  dost." 

"Piercie  Shafton  1"  said  the  stranger;  "  Sir  Pier- 
cie Shafton  of  Wilverton.  a  kinsman,  as  it  is  said,  of 
the  great  Piercie  of  Northumberland  1  If  thou  hast 
slain  him,  to  return  to  the  territories  of  the  proud  Ab- 
bot is  to  give  thy  neck  to  the  gallows.  He  is  weU 
known,  that  Piercie  Shafton ;  the  meddling  tool  of 
wiser  plotteni— a  harebrained  trafficker  in  treason— a 
champion  of  the  Pope,  employed  as  a  forlorn  hope  by 
those  more  politic  needs,  wno  have  more  wul  to 
work  mischief^  than  valour  to  encounter  danger.— 
Gome  with  me,  youth,  and  save  thyself  from  the  evil 
consequences  of  this  deed— Guide  me  to  the  Castle  of' 
Avene],  and  thy  reward  shall  be  protection  and  safety." 

Again  Halbert  paused,  and  summoned  his  mind-to 
a  hasty  council.  The  vengeance  with  which  the  Ab- 
bot was  likely  to  visit  the  slaughter  of  Shafton.  his 
friend,  and  in  some  measure  his  guest,  was  likely  to 
be  severe;  yet,  in  the  various  contingencies  which  he 
had  considered  previous  to  their  duel,  he  had  ufiao- 
countably  omitted  to  reflect  what  was  to  be  his  line 
of  conduct  in  case  of  Sir  Piercie  falling  by  his  hand. 
If  he  returned  to  Glendearg,  he  was  sure  to  draw  on 
his  whole  familv,  including  Mary  Avenel,  the  resent- 
ment of  the  Aboot  and  community,  whereas  it  was 
possible  that  flight  might  make  him  be  regarded  as 
the  sole  author  of  the  deed,  and  might  avert  the  in- 
dignation of  the  monks  from  the  rest  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  his  paternal  tower.  Halbert  recollected  Also 
the  favour  expressed  for  the  household,*  and  especially 
for  Edward,  by  the  Sub<Prior;  and  he  conceived  that 
he  could,  by  communicating  his  own  guilt  to  that 
worthy  ecclesiastic,  when  at  a  distance  from  Glen- 
deaig,  secure  his  powerful  interposition  in  favour  of 
his  »mily.  These  thoughts  rapidly  passed  through 
his  mind,  jind  he  determined  on  flight  .The  stran- 
ger's company  and  his  promised  protection  came  in 
aid  of  that  resolution  \  but  he  was  unable  to  recon- 
cile the  invitation  which  the  old  man  gave  him  to 
aecampany  him  hi  sfifutv  to  the  Castle  of  AveneL 
%v  1 1 h  I h i;  CO nniiijo n fl  of  Julia rt ,  th 'MJ ^^ » ^  "^u rpfjr  of 
thut  inhrriinjicc  ''*  CJood  fatht^t^'  hn  snid,  "  I  (cot  ihai 
you  mistako  [be  mnn  with  whom  j*oii  wish  me  to  har- 
DiJiif.  AvuncI  guided  Piurcie  ShftfWiix  into  Scotland^ 
and  hie  hi^nchman,  Christie  of  the  Clintliill^  brought 
tiie  9':iiiihron  hiibcr/^ 

^'Of  ihot,^'  said  the  old  msn,  "I  am  well  twu&. 
Vnt  i(  thou  will  TTUBt  To  ime,  as  I  have  ehown  no  re- 
luotnn^^e  to  confislu  in  thcfl^  thou  eh  alt  find  with  Jo^ 
liun  Aveiid  welcome,  or  at  least  fiafet^." 

'*  Falhet  "  riplied  Holbort,  "  though  I  can  ill  recon- 
cile who  t  tkou  fiaye^tt  wSiii  what  JuiiJan  Avi^nel  hath 
(\.,r."  n>.*  H^'.fiti'.'  \-tt]^  r-\^'>^it  l.hf  5\if*:fY  ^>f  a  rrt;Mlture 
SO  iosi  as  myseu,  ana  as  my  words  seem  ihose  oi  iruih 
and  honesty,  and  finally,  as  thou  didst  render  thyself 
frankly  up  to  my  conduct,  I  will  return  the  confidence 
thou  hast  shown,  and  accompany  thee  to  the  Castle 
of  Avenel  by  a  road  which  thou  thyself  couldst  never 
have  discovered."  He  led  the  way,  and  the  old  man 
followed  for  some  time  in  silence.  ' 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

'Til  when  Uw  Mromd  ia  (tifliMiiDr  with  the  cold. 
The  warrior  lint  feeli  ixain— 'tii  when  Uie  heat 
And  flery  fever  of  hia  toul  it  pen'd, 
The  ainner  feela  remorae.— OU  Plajf. 

The  fieelingB  of  compunction  with  which  Haljien 
Griendinning  was  visited  upon  this  painful  occasion, 
were  deeper  than  belonged  to  an  age  and  country  in 
which  human  life  was  held  so  cheap.  They  fell  far 
short  certainly  of  those  which  might  have  afi9irtted  a 
mind  regolated  by  better  religious  precepts,  anu  taon 
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•trictly  trained  under  locial  laws:  but  still  they  were 
dei-p  and  devfrely  felt,  and  divid(>d  in  HuUicri's  heart 
even  (lie  rt-Krot  with  which  he  parted  from  Mary  Ave- 
nel  and  tile  tower  of  hi£  fathers. 

Tlieold  traveller  woikt-d  Biicntly  hy  his  aide  for  aomc 
tim»>,  and  tiien  addrLt«»ed  him.—"  My  son,  it  haabixm 
vaid  til  at  sorrow  must  vjH'nk  or  die— Why  art  thou 
eo  niiirli  c:ist  down  ?— Tell  me  ihy  unhappy  tale,  and 
ii  may  he  that  my  nT&y  head  may  device  counsel  and 
a:d  fur  your  youriu:  life.'' 

"  Alusi"  said  Halbert  Glendinninf^,  "can  you  won- 
der wliy  I  am  castdu\yn  ]— I  am  at  this  instant  a  fu- 
ff.tive  from  my  father's  huust.*,  from  my  mother  and 
fwm  my  friends,  and  I  hear  on  my  Iwad  the  blood  of 
a  man  who  injuriMl  me  but  in  idle  wonis*,  which  I  have 
thus  bloodily  mjuitcd.  My  heart  now  tells  me  I  have 
done  evil— it  were  liarfler  than  these  roekn  if  it  could 
bear  unmovc-d  the  thull^ht,  that  I  have  sent  this  man 
to  a  lon^  account,  unhoiiseh.'d  and  unshrievcd  !" 

"Pause  there,  my  son,"  said  the  travdh-r.  "That 
thou  hast  defaced  God's  linage  in  ihy  neighbour* s  per- 
son—that thou  bast  sent  dust  to  dust  in  idle  wrath  or 
idler  pride,  is  indeed  a  sin  of  the  di-epest  dye— that 
thou  hast  cut  short  the  space  which  Heaven  misht 
have  allowed  him  for  repentance,  makes  it  yet  more 
deadly— but  for  all  this  tnere  is  balm  in  Gilead." 

'I  understand  you  not,  father,"  said  Halhert,  struck 
by  tho  solemn  tone  which  was  assumed  by  his  com- 
panion. 

Tlieold  man  proceeded.  "Thou  hast  slain  thine 
enemy— -it  wa?  a  cruel  deed:  thou  hast  cut  him  otf 
perchance  in  iiis  sins— it  is  a  fearful  ausravation.  Do  < 
yet  by  my  counsel,  and  in  lieu  of  him  whum  thou  hast  I 
perchance  consii;ned  to  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  let  ' 
ihme  cflnrtd  wrest  another  subject  from  the  reign  of  i 
the  Kvil  One."  I 

"I  urukrstand  you,  father,"  said  Halherf ;  "thou  i 
w;oul(ist  hiive  me  alone  fur  my  rashness  by  duins;  ser- 
viii'  to  the  soul  of  my  adversary  —But  how  may  (his  ■ 
be  I   I  have  no  money  to  purchase  masses,  and  i|:1adlv 
wouhl  I  K<i  barefoot  to  the  Holy  I^and  to  ifree  his  spi- 
rit from  pursatory,  only  that" 

"My  sou,"  said  the  old  man,  interruptinir  him. 
•'the  sinner  lor  whose  redemption  I  entreat  you  to 
labour,  is  not  the  dead  but  the  livim^.  It  is  liot  for 
the  soul  ol  tnine  eneniy  I  would  exhort  tlii-c  to  pray- 
that  has  already  had  its  final  doom  from  a  Jud^e  as 
ni'Tcifiil  as  he  is  just ;  nor.  wert  thou  to  coin  that 
ruck  into  ducats,  and  obtain  a  mass  for  each  one, 
would  It  avad  the  departed  spirit.  Win -re  the  tree 
hath  fallen  it  must  he.  Hut  the  saplini;,  whieh  harli 
in  It  yet  the  vi;;oiir  and  juiee  of  life,  may  be  bended 
to  the  lioiiil  to  which  it  oup;ht  to  incline.' 

"An  thon  a  priest,  father 7"  said  the  youni;  man, 
"or  by  what  coininission  dost  thou  talk  of  such  high 
matters?" 

"  By  that  of  my  .Almiphty  Master,"  said  the  tra- 
vel h>r,  *'  under  whose  banner  I  am  nn  enlistetl  soldier." 

Halltert's  aciiuaintance  with  religious  matters  was 
no  deeper  than  could  be  derived  froiii  the  Archbishop 
of  .Saint  Andrews'  Catechism,  and  the  pamphlet 
called  the  Twa-pcnnie  Faith,  \h>{\\  which  were  iiidus- 
triouslv  eirculaii-d  and  recommendt'd  by  the  monks 
of  St.  ^Iary■s.  Yet,  however  inditUrent  and  superfi- 
cial a  theolu^ian,  he  beuan  to  suspect  that  he  was 
now  in  conipfiny  with  oiii>  of  the  gospellers,  or  here- 
ties,  before  whoM.'  intliience  the  ancient  system  of 
reliifion  now  tottered  to  the  very  foundation.  Bre<l 
up,  us  may  wi  il  be  presunie<l,  in  a  holy  horror  against 
these  formidable  si'ctaries,  the  youth  s  first  feelin;;s 
were  those  of  a  loyal  and  devott^l  church  vassal. 
"Old  man,"  he  said,  "  wcrt  thou  able  to  make  jioo<l 
with  thy  hand  the  words  that  thy  lunuuelialh  spoken 
a;:aiiist  our  Holy  Mother  C.'iiurrh,  we  should  have 
Irit  d  upon  (his  I'noor  whieh  of  our  creeds  liuve  the 
b(  III  r  ehampion  " 

"  Nay."  said  ihe  stranser,  "if  thou  art  ■  true  sol- 
diiTof  Rome,  tli«>u  wilt  not  paiist-  from  thy  purpos4> 
because  thon  hast  the  odds  of  years  and  of  8tren>:th 
on  Ihy  biiie.  Hearken  to  me,  my  son.  I  have 
showed  thee  how  to  make  thy  peace  with  heaven, 
MHfJ  thou  hn:^t  rejected  my  protler.  I  will  now  show  I 
tJii'tf  how  thou  ahnlt  make  inv  reconei\iai\on  with  the  ', 
«iHWi  of  tiiiM  worl(L    Takfl  thu  i^ay  bead  bova  d» 


frail  body  which  nipportB  it,  and  carry  it  to  the  chw 
of  proud  Abbot  Boniface;  and  when  thou  tellett  hia 
that  thou  hast  slain  Piercie  Shafton,  and  hisireriM 
at  the  deed,  lay  the  head  of  Henry  Warden  at  hisfba^ 
and  tlioti  i»halt  have  praise  in&tcad  of  censure." 

Halbert  Ulendinmng  atepped  back  in  aoipriiL 
'What!  are  you  that  Henry  Warden  ao  f»no« 
anions  the  heretics,  that  even  Knox'a  name  is  Kaiei 
more  Irequently  in  their  mouths '}  Art  thuu  he,  and  di- 
rest  thou  to  approach  the  Ualidome  of  Saint  Mary'if 

"  1  am  Henry  Warden  of  a  aurcty."  aaid  the  oU 
man,  "  fur  unworthy  to  be  named  in  the  KanebreHk 
with  Knox,  but  yet  willing  lo  venture  on  wbaicfS 
dunpsra  my  Master's  service  may  call  me  to.*' 

"Hearken  to  me,  then,"  aaiu  Halbert;  **io  ihy 
thee,  I  have  no  heart— to  make  thee  priaoner,  «m 
equally  to  bring  thy  blood  on  my  head— to  leave  iki 
in  this  wild  without  a  guide,  were  little  better.  I  vl 
conduct  thee,  as  I  promised,  in  safety  to  the  CaaUetf 
Aveiiel ;  but  breathe  not,  while  we  are  on  iheJoomilL 
a  word  against  the  doctrines  of  the  holy  church  a 
which  I  am  an  unworthy— but  though  an  ignonat,! 
zealous  member.— When  thou  art  then)  arrived,  beviM 
of  thyself- there  is  a  high  price  upon  thy  head,  and  Jf 
liaii  Avenel  loves  the  glance  of  gold- bon net  piecM.*^ 

"  Vet  thou  saycst  not,"  answered  the  PtotesmC 
preacher,  for  sucn  he  was,  "  that  for  lucre  be  would 
aeW  the  blood  of  his  guest  ?" 

"  Not  if  thou  comest  an  invited  stranger,  relying  fli 
his  faith,"  said  the  youth ;  "evil  as  Julian  mayb^ 
he  dare  not  break  the  rites  of  hospitality;  for.  mm 
as  we  on  thetfc  marches  may  be  in  all  otber  tica 
th(.<«e  are  respi-cteti  amongst  us  even  to  idolatry,  m 
his  nearest  relations  would  think  it  incumbent  oi 
[hem  to  liptll  his  bluod  themselves,  to  efl'ace  the  dis- 
grace such  treason  would  brinv  upon  their  name  and 
]iiieagi>.  But  if  thou  goest  self-invited,  and  witboat 
assurance  of  safety,  I  promise  thit.'  thy  risk  is  giMt." 

"I  am  in  Gods  hand,'' answerea  tlie  preacher; 
"  it  is  on  His  errand  that  I  traverse  these  wilds  aniidit 
dangiTs  of  every  kind ;  while  1  am  useful  for  my  inn* 
ters  s<:rvice,  they  shall  not  prevail  against  nw,  tad 
when,  like  the  barren  tig-tree,  I  can  no  lunger  pixidofll 
fruit,  what  iinriorts  it  when  or  by  whom  the  uc  ii 
laid  to  the  root  /" 

"  Vour  courage  and  devotion,**  said  GlendiaDinf. 
"  are  worthy  of  a  letter  cause." 

"  That,"  said  Warden,  "  cannot  be— mine  ii  tbi 
very  best." 

Tliey  continued  their  journey  in  silence,  Halbm 
Gleiidmnini;  tracing  with  the  utmost  accuracy  the 
mazes  of  the  dangerous  and  intricate  niorass^'i  lod 
hills  which  divided  the  Halidome  from  the  barony 
of  .Avenel.  From  time  to  tune  he  was  oblig^  to  ito& 
in  order  to  assist  his  C4>mpanion  to  cross  the  blaa 
intirrvalsofiiuakiiig  bog.  called  in  the  Scottish  diikd 
huffs,  by  u  Inch  the  lirmer  parts  of  the  morass  vol 
int«rmcied. 

"(.-uurage.  old  man,"  said  Halhert,  as  be  savhii 
companion  almost  exhausted  with  fatigue,  "we  shal 
noon  be  upon  hanl  ground.  And  yet  soft  as  this  moil 
is,  I  have  seen  the  merry  falconers  go  tbr^nigh  i!  M 
light  as  dixT  when  thequarr>'  was  upim  the  fligfaL*" 

"  True,  niy  son,"  answered  Warden,  "  fur  so  I  viT 
still  call  you,  though  vou  term  me  no  longer  faihff 
and  even  so  duth  heaiUimg  youth  pursue  its  rleoflafi 
without  n  uard  to  the  mire  and  the  peril  of  the  pithi 
through  whieh  they  are  hurried." 

'*  1  have  already  tohl  I  hep."  answered  HnlbcrtGIn 
dinning,  sternly,  "  that  1  will  hear  nothing  ftom  ifai 
that  savours  ol  doctrine." 

"  Nay,  but,  my  son,"  answered  Warden,  "thy  ^ti- 
ritual  lather  himself  would  surely  not  dispute  the  traih 
of  what  I  have  now  spoken  for  your  edification?" 

Glendinning  stoutly  replied,  "1  know  not  howthiC 
may  be— but  I  wot  well  it  is  the  fashion  of  wurbio- 
therliood  to  bait  yi»ur  hook  with  fair  diwrourse.  aad 
to  hold  yourselves  up  as  angels  of  light,  that  vou  ina| 
the  iMiterextind  the  kingdom  of  darkness."' 

"MayGml,"  n  plied  ihi-  preacher,  '* pardon  thou 
who  have  thus  reported  of  his  aervanU !    I  will  noC 

•  .V  Iff  lilt  ruin  rif  Jnnii!i  V..  tlie  moat  bcsntif^l  or  Uie  iVtWt 
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offend  thee,  my  eon,  by  being  instant  out  ot  season 
— th<iu  Bpeakest  but  as  thou  art  tausht— yet  sure  I 
TU3t  that  so  goodly  a  youth  will  be  still  rescued,  like 
I  brand  irom  the  buraiag." 

While  he  thus  qpoka  the  verge  of  the  morass  was 
ittained,  and  their  path  lay  on  the  declivity.  Green- 
iward  it  was,  and,  viewed  front  a  distance,  checkered 
A'ith  its  narrow  and  verdant  line  the  dark-brown 
leath  which  it  traversed,  though  the  distinction  was 
lut  so  easily  traced  when  they  were  walking  on  it* 
The  old  man  pursued  his  journey  with  comparative 
ase;  and,  unwilling  agam  to  \a waken  the  jealous 
eal  of  his  young  companion  for  the  Roman  faith, 
le  discoursed  on  other  matters.  The  tone  of  his 
onversation  was  still  grave,  moral,  and  instructive. 
ie  had  travelled  much,  and  knew  both  the  language 
ind  manners  of  other  countries,  concerning  which 
lalbert  Glendinntng,  already  anticipating  the  possi- 
•ility  of  being  obliged  to  quit  Scotland  for  the  deed 
le  bad  done,  was  naturally  and  anxiously  desirous  of 
nformation.  By  degrees  he  was  more  attracted  by 
he  charms  of  the  stranger's  conversation  than  re- 
el led  by  the  dread  of  his  dangerous  character  as  a 
eretic,  and  H albert  had  called  nim  father  more  than 
nee  ere  the  turrets  of  Avenel  Castle  came  in  view. 

The  situation  of  this  ancient  fortress  was  remark- 
bl&  It  occupied  a  small  rocky  islet  in  a  mountain 
ike,  or  tarn,  as  such  a  piece  of  water  is  called  in 
Vestraoreland.  The  lake  mifl^t  be  about  a  mile  in 
ircumfcrence,  surrounded  by  hills  of  considerable 
eight,  which,  except  where  old  trees  and  brushwood 
ccupied  the  ravines  that  divided  them  from  each 
ther,  were  bare  and  heathy.  The  surprise  of  the 
pecutor  was  chiefly  excited  by  finding  a  piece  of 
rater  situated  in  that  high  and  mountainous  region, 
nd  the  landscape  around  had  features  which  might 
ither  be  termed  wild,  than  either  romantic  or  sub- 
me;  yet  the  scene  was  not  without  its  charms. 
Tnder  the  burning  sun  of  summer,  the  clear  azure  of 
16  deep  unruffled  lake  refreshed  the  ey&  and  im- 
resaed  the  mind  with  a  pleasing  feeling  or  deep  soH- 
ide.  In  winter,  when  the  snow  lay  on  the  mountains 
round,  these  dazzling  masses  appeared  to  ascend 
u-  beyond  their  wonted  and  natural  height,  while 
3e  lake,,  which  stretched  beneath,  and  filled  their 
osom  with  all  its  frozen  waves,  lay  like  the  surface 
f  a  darkened  and  broken  mirror  around  the  black 
nd  rocky  islet,  and  the  walls  of  the  gray  castle  with 
rhich  it  was  dt>wned. 

As  the  castle  opcupied,  either  with  its  principal 
aildings^  or  with  its  flanking  and  outward  walls, 
very  projecting  point  of  rock,  which  served  as  its 
ite,  it  seemed  as  completely  surrounded  by  water  as 
le  nest  of  a  wild  swan,  save  where  a  narrow  cause- 
.^ay  extended  betwixt  the  islet  and  the  shore.  But 
3e  fortress  was  larger  in  appearance  than  in  reality; 
nd  of  the  buildings  which  it  actually  contained, 
lany  had  become  ruinous  and  uninhabitable.  In 
le  umes  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Avenel  family,  these 
ad  been  occupies  by  a  considerable  garrison  of  fol- 
)wers  and  retainers,  but  they  were  now  in  a  great 
leasure  deserted :  and  Julian  Avenel  would  probably 
ave  fixed  his  habitation  in  a  residence  better  suited 
>  his  diminished  fortunes,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
reat  security  which  the  situation  of  the  old  castle 
fforded  to  a  man  of  his  precarious  and  perilous  mode 
f  life.  Indeed,  in  this  ren>ect,  the  spot  could  scarce 
ave  been  mote  happily  chosen,  for  it  could  be  ren- 
ered  almost  completely  inaccessible  at  the  pleasure 
f  the  inhabitant  The  distance  betwixt  the  nearest 
hore  and  the  islet  was  not  indeed  above  a  hundred 
ards  {  but  then  the  causeway  which  connected  them 
raa  extremeljf  narrow^  and  completely  divided  by 
wo  cuts,  one  m  the  midway  between  the  islet  and 
tiore,  and  anotber  close  under  the  outward  gate  of 
le  castle.  These  formed  a  formidable^  and  aUndst 
isurmountable  interruption  to  anv  hostile  approach, 
lach  was  defended  hy  a  drawbridge,  one  ox  which, 
eing  that  nearest  to  the  castle,  was  regularly  raised  at 
U  times  during  the  day,  and  both  were  liftedat  nightt 

•  This  Mrt  of  path,  v'tlbtowlMn  looked  at  tnm  a  lUiCanM, 
itnotiobeaMo  whfl0  7o««raapon  it,  is  eallod  on  tha  Borda 
r  tiM  tfuntflcsnt  nsnifs  of  a  Bliod-road. 
t  UMttfiiotossaralioeirllslrossfbraByiueb  sastla  uls 


Tile  situadon  of  J«riaa  Avtoet,  sngaiM  hi  «  ips* 
riety  of  feuds,  and  a  party  to  abnost  aviery  dark  and 
mysterious  translation  which  was  on  mot  m  that 
wUd  and  miHtary  ih)ntier,  required  ful  tfaeao  precau- 
tions for  his  security.  His  own  ambiguousana  doubt- 
ful course  of  policy  had  increased  these  dangers  | 
for  as  he  made  professions  to  both  parties  in  tha 
state,  and  occasionally  united  more  actively  with 
either  the  one  or  the  other,  as  chanced  best  to  serve 
his  immediate  purpose,  he  coukl  not  be  said  to  have 
either  firm  allies  and  protectors,  or  determined  ene- 
mies. His  life  was  a  life  of  expedients  and  of  pehl  i 
and  while,  in  pursuit  of  his  interest,  he  made  all  th* 
doubles  which  he  thought  necessary  to  attain  his 
object,  he  often  overran  his  prey,  and  noissed  that 
which  he  might  have  gained  by  obam ing  a  straigliter 
course. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

ni  walk  on  tiptoe ;  snn  mj  ere  with  eiation, 
"y  heart  with  courage,  and  my  hand  with  weapoa, 
ke  him  who  venttife*oo  a  lion's  dea.^Otf  Ftey. 


s&i 


WHfiir,  issuing  from  the  gorge  of  a  pass  which  ter* 
minated  upon  me  lake,  the  travellers  came  in  sight 
of  the  ancient  castle  ot  Avenel,  the  old  man  paus^ 
and,  resting  upon  his  pilgrim  stafil  looked  with  ear- 
nest attention  upon  the  scene  before  him.  The  castlo 
was,  as  we  have  said,  in  many  places  ruinous,  as  was 
evident,  £ven  at  this  distance,  by  the  broken,  mgged, 
and  irregular  outline  of  the  walls  and  of  the  towera. 
In  others  it  seemed  more  entire,  and  a  pillar  of  dark 
smoke,  which  ascended  from  the  ohimneys  of  the 
donjon,  and  spread  its  long  dntky  pennon  throu^ 
the  clear  ether,  indicated  that  it  was  inhabited.  But 
no  cornfields  or  enclosed  pasture-grounds  on  the  side 
of  the  lake  showed  that  provident  attention  to  com- 
fort and  subsistence  which  usually  impeafed  near  the 
houses  of  Che  greater,  and  even  of  the  lesser  baron& 
There  were  no  cottages  with  their  patches  of  bfield. 
and  their  crofts  and  gardens,  surrouiided,  by  rows  of 
massive  sycamores ;  no  church  with  its  simple  tower 
in  the  valley:  no  herds  of  sheep  amonc  the  bills ;  no 
cattle  on  the  lower  ground ;  nothing  which  intimated 
the  occasional  prosecution  of  the  arts  of  peace  and 
of  industry.  It  was  plain  that  the  inhabitants,  whe- 
ther few  or  numerous^,  most  be  considered  as  the 
garrison  of  the  castle,  living  within  its  defended  pre- 
cincts, and  subsisting  by  means  «rliich  wefe  other 
than  peaceful. 

Probably  it  was  with  this  ooi.  Action  that  the  old 
man,  gazing  on  the  castle,  <nuttered  to  himself, 
**  Lapis  qffensionU  et  petit.  tcaTidaUf  and  then, 
turnmg  to  Halbert  Glendinnlng,  he  added,  "  We  may 
say  of  yonder  fort  as  K.ag  James  did  of  another  fast- 
ness in  this  province  mat  he  who  built  it  was  t 
thief  in  his  heart't 

'*  But  it  was  not  so,"  answered  Glendinning; ''  yon* 
der  castle  was  built  by  the  old  lords  of  Avenel,  men 
as  much  beloved  in  peace  as  they  were  respected  in 
war.  They  were  the  bulwark  of  the  frontiers  against 
foreigners,  and  the  protectore  of  the  natives  from 
domestic  oppression.  The  present  usurper  of  their 
inheritance  no  more  resembles  them,  than  the  night* 
prowUng  owl  resembles  a  falcon,  because  she  bmldf 
on  the  same  rock." 

"  This  Julian  Avenel^  then,  holds  no  high  place  in 
the  loVe  and  regard  of  his  neighboure  T'  said  Warden. 

**  So  Utde,"  answered  Halbert,  "  that  besides  the 
jack-men  and  riders  with  whom  he  has  associated 
himself,  and  of  whom  he  has  many  at  his  disposali 
I  know  of  few  who  voluntarily  associate  with  hinu 
He  has  been  more  than  once  outlawed  both  by  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  his  lands  declared  forfeited,  and 
his  head  set  at  a  price.    But  in  these  unquiet  timem 

here  described.  The  lakes  at  the  head  of  the  Yarrow,  and  thoes 
at  the  rise  of  the  water  of  Ale,  preseat  oo  ohjeot  of  the  kin^ 
But  in  Yetlioln  Loch,  (a  romantic  sheet  of  watiM,  '«  ihe  dff 
march,  as  it  is  ealJedj  there  am  the  remains  of  a  fort^fess  callei 
Lochtido  Tower,  which.  like  the  supposed  Castle  of  Avenel,  la 
built  upon  an  island,  ana  connected  with  the  land  by  a  caiM^ 
way.  It  is  much  smaller  than  the  Castle  or  Avmel  i»  dMcribvd, 
coDstsUnf  adirof  a  Antia  ruinous  tower. 

:  It  was  orLochwood,  the  hereditary  fortress  of  the  Joba^ 
stones  of  Annandale. «  strona  oastle  silualed  in  the  oeotia  ot 
a  quaking  bog,  that  James  YL  made  this  mnaik. 
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a  man  so  riarinc  as  Julian  Avend  has  ever  found 
■pmc  friends  willing;  to  protect  liim  against  the  penal- 
tics  of  the  law,  on  comiition  of  his  secret  s^rvicei*." 

"  You  ileacribe  adangerpus  man,'*'  replied  Warden. 

"You  may  have  experience  of  that,"  replied  the 
youth, '*  if  you  deal  not  the  more  warily  ;—ihout;h 
It  may  be  that  he  also  has  forsaken  the  communion 
of  the  ehurch,  and  ^one  astray  in  the  path  of  heresy." 

"What  your  blindness  terms  the  path  of  heresy,'" 
answered  the  reformer,  "  is  indeed  the  straight  an(3 
narrow  way,  whorein  he  who  walks  turns  not  aside, 
whether  for  worldly  wealth  or  for  worldly  passions. 
Would  to  God  this  man  were  moved  by  no  uther 
and  no  worse  spirit  than  that  which  prompts  my 
mior  endeavours  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  3 
This  Bnron  of  Avenel  is  personally  unknown  to  me. 
is  not  of  our  con^regation  or  of  our  couns<l ;  yet  1 
bear  to  him  charges  touching  my  safety,  from  those 
whom  he  must  fear  if  he  does  not  respect  them,  and 
upon  that  assurance  I  will  venture  upon  his  hold— I 


am  now  sutficiently  refreshed  by  these  few  minuted 
of  repose." 

"Take  then  this  advice  for  your  safety,"  said  Hal- 
bcrL  '*  and  believe  that  it  is  founded  upon  the  usage 
of  this  country  and  its  inhabitants.  If  you  ran  bet- 
ter shift  for  youself,  pr»  not  to  the  Castle  of  Avenf.1— 
if  you  do  risk  going  thither,  obtain  fn)m  him,  if  pos- 
sible, his  safe-conduct,  and  beware  that  he  swears  ii 
by  the  Black  Rood— And  lastly,  obs<.'r\-e  whether  he 
eats  with  you  at  the  board,  or  pledges  voy  in  the 
cup ;  for  if  he  gives  you  not  these  signs  of  welcome^ 
his  thoughts  are  evil  lowanis  you." 

"  Alas !"  said  the  preacher,  "I  have  no  better  earth- 
ly refuge  for  the  present  than  these  frowning  towers, 
but  I  go  thither  trusting  to  aid  which  is  not  of  this 
earth— But  thou,  good  youth,  needest  thou  trust  thy- 
self in  this  dangerous  den  7'^ 

"  I,"  answered  Halbert,  "  am  in  no  danger.  I  am 
well  known  to  Christie  of  the  Clinthill^  the  hench- 
man of  this  Julian  Avenel;  and,  what  is  a  yet  better 
protection,  I  have  nothing  either  to  provoke  malice 
or  to  tempt  plunder." 

The  tramp  of  a  steed,  which  clattered  along  the    .  „     ,  ^ 

shingly  banks  of  the  loch,  was  now  heard  behind  -  under  which  they  stood.  Christie  laughed 
them ;  and,  when  they  looked  back,  a  rider  was  visi-  them  follow  him,  saying  by  way  of  cncour 
ble,  his  steel  cap  an'd  the  point  of  his  long  lance    in  Halbert's  ear,   "  Answer  boi<" 


sword  and  lance  are  my  book  and  I'^alteri 
been  since  I  was  twelve  years  old.  But  I  < 
you  to  the  castle,  and  the  Baron  of  Avenel 
self  judffe  of  your  errand." 

By  this  time  the  party  had  reached  the  ^ 
along  which  Christie  advanced  at  a  trot,  i 
his  presence  to  the  wjirders  within  the  c 
shrill  and  peculiar  whistle.  At  this  signal  1 
drawbridge  was  lowered.  The  horseman 
and  disappeared  under  the  gloomy  portal  i 
beyond  it. 

ijSlendinning  and  his  companion,  advan< 
leisurely  along  the  nigged  causeway,  stood 
under  the  same  gateway,  over  which  frowni 
red  freestone,  tlie  ancient  armorial  bearir 
house  of  Avenel,  which  represented  a  fern 
shrouded  and  nnifflid,  wliicli  occupied  the« 
The  cause  of  their  assuming  so  singular  a  d 
uncertain,  but  the  fij^ure  was  generally  su 
represent  the  mysterious  being  called  the  W 
of  Avenel.t  The  sight  of  this  mouldcri 
awakened  in  the  mind  of  Halbert  the  sti 
cumstancea  which  had  connected  his  fate 
of  ^lary  Avenel,  and  with  the  doings  of  thi 
being  who  was  attached  to  her  house,  and 
f-.iw  here  represented  in  stone,  as  he  had  b 
her  effigy  upon  the  seal  ring  of  Walter  Aven< 
with  other  trinkets  formerly  mentioned, 
saved  from  pillage^  and  brought  to  Glendei 
Mary's  mother  was  driven  from  her  habita 

"  You  sigh,  my  son,"  said  the  old  man,  < 
the  impression  made  on  his  youthful  coii 
countenance,  but  mistaking  the  cause ;  **  ii 
to  enter  we  may  yet  return?* 

"  That  can  you  not,"  said  Christie  of  the 
who  cmergf.d  at  that  instant  from  the  side 
der  the  arch  way.    '*  Look  yonder,  and  choo* 


you  will  return  skimming  the  water  like  a  ¥ 
or  winging  tlie  air  hke  a  plover." 

They  looked,  and  saw  that  the  drawbrid 
they  had  just  crossed  was  again  raised,  ami 
itrposed  its  planks  betwixt  the  setting  an 
portal  of  the  castle,  deepening  the  gloom  ol 


glancing  in  the  setting  sun,  as  he  rode  rapidly  towards 
Dicm. 

Halherf  Glcndinning  soon  recognised  Christie  of 
the  Clinthill,  and  made  his  companion  aware  that 
the  henchman  of  Julian  Avenel  was  approaching. 

"Ha,  younnling!"  said  Christie  (o  Halbert,  as  he 
came  up  to  them,  '*  thou  hast  made  good  niv  word 
at  last,  and  come  to  take  service  with  my  noble  mas- 
ter hast  thou  not  1  Thou  shalt  find  me  a  good  friend 
and  a  true ;  and  ere  Saint  Barnaby  come  round 
again,  thou  shalt  know  every  pass  betwixt  Milburn 
Plain  and  Netherby,  as  if  thou  hadst  been  born  with 
a  jack  on  thy  back,  and  a  lance  in  thy  hand.— What 
old  carle  hast  thou  with  thee?— He  is  not  of  the 
brotherhood  of  Saint  Mary's— at  least  he  has  not  the 
buist*  of  these  blark  cattle." 

*'  He  is  a  wayfaring  man,"  said  Halbert,  "who  has 
concerns  with  Julian  of  Avenel.  For  myself,  I  intend 
to  'JO  to  Kilinburgh  to  see  the  court  and  the  Queen, 
and  when  I  return  hither  we  will  talk  of  your  pro!!i*r. 
.  Meantime,  as  thou  hast  often  invited  me  to  the  castle, 
I  crave  hor<pitality  there  to-night  for  myself  and  my 
companion." 

"  For  thyself,  and  welcome,  young  comrade,"  re- 
plied Christie;  "hut  we  harl)our  no  pilgrims,  nor 
aught  that  looks  like  a  pilgrim." 

So  please  you,"  taia  Warden,  "I  have  letters  of 
commendation  to  thy  master  from  a  sure  friend,  whom 
he  will  right  willingly  oblige  in  higher  matters  than 
in  atfonling  me  a  brief  protection— .\nd  I  am  no  pil- 
grim, but  renounce  the  same,  with  all  its  superstitious 
observances.'" 


He  oillred  his  letters  to  the  horseman,  who  shook    rough  usngi;  or  neglect, 


his  headc 

*•  These,"  he  said,  "are  matters  for  my  master,  and 

//  will  be  well  if  he  can  read  thorn  himself;  for  me, 

*BMl»t—Th9  bnnd,  or  mark,  set  ivon  ibacp  oi  caliX*  by  ttiui 


in  Halbert's  ear,   "  Answer  boldly  and  r 
whatever  the  Baron  asks  you.    Never  stq 

Sour  words,  and  above  all  show  no  fear  of 
evil  is  not  so  black  as  he  is  painted." 
As  he  spoke  thus,  he  introduced  them  into 
stone  hall,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  blazi 
fire  of  wood.  The  long  oaken  table,  which, 
occupied  the  midst  of  the  apartment,  was 
with  rude  preparations  for  the  evening  me 
Baron  and  his  chief  domestics,  five  or  six  < 
strong,  athletic,  savage- looking  mcn.pacei 
dow;n  the  lower  end  of  the  hall,  which  ran 
jarring  clang  of  their  long  swords  that  cl: 
they  moved,  and  to  the  hea^7  tramp  of  th< 
heeled  jack-boots.  Iron  jacks,  or  coats  of  buf 
the  principal  part  of  their  dress,  and  steel- 
or  large  slourhed  hats  with  Spanish  pkae 
ing  backwards,  were  their  head  attire. 

The  Baron  of  Avenel  was  one  of  those  tall 
lar,  martial  figures,  which  are  the  favourite 
of  Sal va tor  Rosa.  He  wore  a  cloak  which  I 
once  gaily  trimmetl,  but  which,  by  long  wcai 
quent  exposure  to  the  weather,  was  now  fat 
colours.  Thrown  negligently  about  his  tall 
it  partly  hid,  and  partly  showed,  a  short  ^i 
buff,  under  which  was  in  some  places  rii 
light  shirt  of  mail  which  was  called  a  serrett 
worn  instead  of  more  ostensible  armour,  li 
Ji^ainst  private  assassination.  A  leathern  I 
lained  a  large  and  heavy  sword  on  one  side 
fhe  other  that  cay  iK)niard  which  had  one 
Sir  Piircie  Shaften  master,  of  which  the  hat 
imd  gildings  were  already  much  defaced,  t 


'h» 


Notwithstanding  the  rudeness  of  his 
Han  AvenePs  manner  and  countenance 

*  Thrrc  19  an  onr-imt  Emrlioh  faniilr.  I  hplirv».  wk 
iM  A\d  b«v . «  (luMt  or  «|nrit  |iii><eiu)t  whle  in  «  firld  m 
i  MMM  to  YoenYMOL  %te<ivw«c  %  vuMiinff  oresalfag  ] 
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ileration  than  those  of  the  attendama  who  amroaDded 
lim.  He  might  be  fifty  or  upwards,  for  his  dark  hair 
vas  mingled  with  gray,  but  age  had  neither  tamed 
he  fire  of  his  eye  nor  the  enterprise  of  his  disposi- 
ion.  His  countenance  had  been  handsome,  for 
•eauty  was  an  attribute  of  the  family ;  but  the  lines 
vere  roughened  by  fatigue  and  exposure  to  the  wea- 
ber,  andrendered  coarse  bjithe  habitual  indulgence 
f  violent  passions. 

He  seemed  in  deep  and  moody  reflection,  and  was 
acing  9t  a  distance  firom  his  dependants  along  the 
pper  end  of  the  hall,  sometimes  stopping  from  time 
3  time  to  caress  and  feed  a  goshawk,  which  sat 
pon  his  wrist,  with  its  jesses  \i,  €.  the  leathern 
traps  fixed  to  its  legs)  wrapped  around  his  hand, 
'he  bird,  which  seemed  not  insensible  to  its  master's 
ttention,  answered  his  caresses  by  ruffling  forward 
s  feathers,  and  pecking  playfully  at  his  nnger.  At 
uch  intervals  the  Baron  smiled,  but  instantly  re- 
uraed  the  darksome  air  of  sullen  meditation.  He 
id  not  even  deign  to  look  upon  an  object,  which 
3w  could  have  passed  and  repassed  so  often  without 
estowing  on  it  a  transient  glance.       * 

This  was  a  woman  of  exceeding  beauty,  rather  gay- 
r  than  richly  attired,  who  sat  on  a  low  seat  close  by 
le  huge  hall  chimney.  The  gold  chains  round  her 
eck  and  arms,— the  gay  gown  of  green  which  swept 
le*  floor,— the  silver-embroidered  ^rdle,  with  its 
unch  of  keys,  depending  in  housewifely jpride  by  a 
ilver  chain,— the  yellow  silken  eouorec^</^(Scotticd. 
urch)  which  was  disposed  around  her  head,  .and 
arti v  concealed  her  dark  profusion  of  hair,— above 
IL  tne  circumstances  so  delicately  touched  in  the  old 
allad,  that  "the  girdle  was  too  short,"  the  "govm 
f  green  all  too  strait,"  for  the  wearer's  present  shape, 
^ould  have  intimated  the  Baron's  Lady.  But  then 
le  lowly  seat,— the, expression  of  deep  melancholy, 
rhich  was  changed  into  a  timid  smile  whenever  she 
aw  the  least  chance  of  catching  the  eye  of  Julian 
.venel,— the  subdued  look  of  grief;,  and  the  starting 
}ar  for  which  that  constrained  smile  was  again  ex- 
lianged  when  she  saw  herself  entirely  disregarded, 
-these  were  not  the  attributes  of  a  wife,  or  they  were 
3096  of  a  dejected  and  afflicted  female,  who  had 
ielded  her  love  on  less  than  legitimate  terms. 

Julian  Avenel,  as  we  have  said,  continued  to  pace 
le  hall  without  paying  any  of  that  mute  attention 
.'hich  is  rendered  to  almost  every  female  either  by 
ffection  or  courtesy.  He  seemed  totally  unco;i- 
cious  of  her  presence,  or  of  that  of  his  attendants, 
nd  was  only  roused  from  his  own  dark  reflections 
y  the  notice  he  paid  to  the  falcon^  to  which,  how- 
ver,  the  lady  seemed  to  attend,  as  if  studying  to  find 
ither  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  Baron,  or 
f  finding  something  enigmaticafin  the  expressions 
irhich  he  used  to  the  bird.  All  this  the  strangers 
ad  time  enough  to  remark ;  for  no  sooner  had  tliey 
ntered  the  apartment  than  their  usher,  Christie  of 
lie  Clinthill,  after  exchanging  a  significant  glance 
r'ith  the  menials  or  troopers  at  the  Tower  end  of  the 
partment,  signed  to  Halbert  Glendinning  and  to  his 
ompanion  to  stand  still  near  the  door,  whjle  he 
imsclf,  advancing  nearer  the  table,  placed  himself 
1  such  a  situation  as  to  catch  the  Biaron's  observa- 
lon  when  he  sheulc^  be  disposed  to  look  around,  but 
rithout  presuming  to  intrude  himself  on  his  mas- 
sr's  notice.  Indeed  the  look  of  this  man,  naturally 
old,  hardy,  and  audacious,  seemed  totally  changed 
trhen  he  was  in  presence  of  his  lord,  and  resembled 
be  dejected  and  cowering  manner  of  a  qnarrelsome 
og  when  rebuked  by  his  owner,  or  when  he  finds 
I imself  obliged  to  deprecate  the  violence  of  a  supe- 
ior  adveTsary  of  his  own  species. 

In  spite  of  the  novelty  of  his  own  situation,  and 
very  painful  feeling  connected  with  it,  Halbert  felt 
lis  (wriosity  interested  in  the  femal&  who  sate  by 
he  chimney,  unnoticed  and  unregarded.  He  marked 
rith  what  Keen  and  trembling  solicitude  she  watched 
he  broken  words  of  Julian,  and  how  her  glance  stole 
awards  him,  ready  to  be  averted  upon  the  slightest 
iiance  of  his  perceiving  himself  to  he  watcheoT 

Meantime  he  went  on  with  his  dalUanoe  with  his 
gathered  favourite,  now  giving,  now  withholding, 
he  morsel  with  which  he  wuii  about  to  toed  the  biia. 


and  so  azcitiBg  its  apDebte  and  gratUying  it  by  tama. 
"  WhatI  mote  yet  1— thou  foul  kite,  thou  wouldst  never 
have  done— give  thee  part  thou  wilt  have  all— Ay, 
prune  thy  feathers,  and  prink  thyself  gay—much  thott 
wilt  make  of  it  now— doet  think  I  know  thee  noti— 
dost  think  I  see  not  that  all  that  ruffling  and  pluming 
of  wing  and  feathers  is  not  for  thv  master,  but  to  try 
what  thou  canst  make  of  him,  thou  greedy  gled  7— 
well— there— take  it  then,  and  rejoice  thyself— little 
boon  goes  far  with  thee,  and  with  all  thy  sex— and  so 
.it  should." 

He  ceased  to  look  on  the  bird,  and  again  traversed 
the  apartment  Then  taking  another  small  piece  of 
raw  meat  fh)m  the  trencher  on  wMch  it  was  placed 
ready  cut  for  his  use,  he  began  once  again  to  tempt 
and  tease  the  bird,  by  ofienng  and  withdrawing  it, 
until  he  awakened  Ha  wild  and  bold  disposition. 
"What!  strumling,  fluttering,  aiming  at  me  with 
beak  and  single')^  So  la!  So  la!  wouldst  mount? 
wouldst  fly  7  the  jesses  are  round  thy  clutches,  fool-- 
thou  canst  neither  stir  nor  soar,  but  by  my  will- 
Beware  thou  come  to  reclaim,  wench,  else  I  will 
wring  thy  head  ofi"  onef  of  these  days—WelK  have  it 
then,  and  well  fare  thou  with  it— 1^  ho.  Jenkin !" 
One  of  the  attendants  Btepfted  forward—^'  Take  the 
foul  gled  hence  to  the  mew— or.  stay ;  leave  her,  but 
look  well  to  her  casting  and  to  her  bathing— we  will 
see  her  fly  to-morrow.— How  now  Christie,  so  sood 
returned  f 

Christie  advanced  to  his  master,  and  gave  an  ao- 
count  of  himself  and  his  journey,  in  the  way  in  which 
a  police-officer  holds  communication  with  his  magis- 
trate, that  is,  as  much  by  signs  as  by  words. 

^  Noble  sir,"  said  that  worthy  satellite,  '*  tta»  Laird 

of ,"  he  named  no  place,  but  pointed  with  hia 

finger  in  a  south-western  direction,— -*  may  not  ride 
with  you  the  day  he  purposed,  because  the  Lord  War- 
den has  threatened  that  he  will" 

Here  another  blank,  intelligibly  enongh  made  tm 
by  the  speaker  touching  his  own  neck  with  his  left 
forefinger,  and  leaning  his  head  a  Uttle  to  one  aide. 

"  Cowardly  caitifi'!'*^said  Julian ;  "  by  Heaven !  the 
whole  world  turns  sheer  naught— it  is  not  worth  a 
brave  man's  living  in— ye  may  ride  a  day  and  night, 
and  never  see  a  feather  wave  or  hear  a  horse  prance— 
the  spirit  of  our  fathers  is  dead  amongst  us— the  very 
brutes  are  degenerated— the  cattle  we  bring  home  at 
our  life's  risk  are  mere  carrion— our  hawks  are  riflerst 
—our  hounds  are  turnspits  ahd  trindle-tails-^our  mea 
are  women — and  our  women  are" 

He  looked  at  the  female  for  the  first  time,  and  stop- 
ped short  in  the  midst  of  what  he  was  about  to  say, 
though  there  was  something  so  contemptuous  in  the 
glance,  that  the  blank  might  have  been  thus  filled  up 
— "  Our  wr.iT.cTi  nre  such  as  she  is.'* 

I  If!  nairi  \i  noL,  however*  cind^  a.B>  if  desirous  of  at- 
tmcEiag  h>»  Qttention  at  oli  riak^^  and  in  whatever 
mEinner,  »Uc  ro?L*  and  came  forward  to  him,  but  with 
atirnartnife'n^'KO  ill-diRS;ui*t^d  by  al:!ls:ie<i  foyeiy.— ^^Onr 
woiMftn,  .tulian— what  would  you  snyot  the  women  V' 

"Notbinp/'  miHwered  JiiUfin  Avt?npl,  "at  least  no- 
thin!?  but  tleai  they  nrf.  kinri-henrtcd  wcnehes  like 
thv^lf,  Knte.'*  Tbc  female  colour^  dei^ly^  nnd  re* 
turned  lo  her  Bca;.— "  And  what  strangera  ho^t  thou 
broiigflit  with  thw,  Chn^Ue,  ihat  stand  yonder  like 
twii  Intone  atatups^l'^  snid  tho  Baron. 

^'  Thy  laller,"  nUEwered  Christie.  **  ia,  so  plensa 
yoit,  a  younis  felSow  r;olk-d  Halbert  Glendmnitig,  the 
elcfi  ?!t  son  i)f  I  he  old  widow  at  Glendearj;.'* 

'' Whfii  hnn.^^  hirn  Ut^ret*  said  ihe  Barony  "hath 
he  nny  mee^nge  from  Mary  Av^inel?'* 

"Nijr  m  1  think,'"  bajJ  Ohriftne;  "ihi*  youth  ia 
roving  ihe  country— he  waa  always  n  wild  slip,  for 
I  have  known  him  since  he  was  tlio  Ithiuht  of  mf 
sword." 

"  What  qualities  hath  he  1"  said  the  Baron. 

*'  All  manner  of  qualifies,"  answered  his  follower 
—"he  can  strike  a  buck,  track  a  deer,  fly  a  hawk« 
halloo  to  a  homid— he  shoots  in  the  long  and^ctoss* 
bow  to  a  hair's-breadth— wields  a  lance  or  a  bword 
like  myself  neariy— backs  a  horse  manfully  and  fairij 

*  In  the  Hndlflwngniiie  of  hawkinf,  ai  Ladjr  Jaliana^nMiB 
tsnna  it.  hawks*  taloni  are  called  thmritngks. 
t  So  tsiineAwbia  they  oaiyowjht  their  piey  by  tlw  ftsthai,^ 
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—I  wot  not  what  more  a  man  and  to  do  to  make  lum 
a  gallant  compauioii." 

^*  And  who,^'  said  the  Baron,  **  is  the  old  miser^ 
who  stands  beside  him?" 

'*  Some  cast  of  a  pHest  as  I  fonqr-'he  says  he  is 
charged  with  letters  to  you." 

"Biu  them  come  forward,"  said  the  Baron;  and 
no  Sooner  had  they  approached  him  more  nearly, 
than,  struck  by  the  fine  torm  and  strength  displayed 
by  Halbert  Glendinnin^  he  addressed  him  thos :  *'  I 
am  told,  young  swankie,  that  you  are  roaming  the 
world  to  seek  your  fortune— if  you  will  aenre  Julian 
A'vetiel,  you  may  find  it  without  going  farther." 

*'  So  please  you,"  answered  Olendmning,  "  some- 
thing has  chanced  to  me  that  makes  it  better  I  should 
leave  this  land,  and  I  am  bound  for  Edinburgh." 

''What!— thou  hast  stricken  some  of  the  kind's 
deer,  I  warrant,— or  lightened  the  meadows  of  Samt 
Mary's  of  some  of  their  beeves,— or  thou  hast  taken 
a  moonlight  leap  over  the  Border?" 

*'No,  6ir,"  laid  HalVif*rt,  "my  case  ia  entirely 
djfiircfit/' 

"  Tiif  R  I  wirran  t  Xhep^' '  ^-^  id  the  Baron,  "  thou  hast 
aifibbesfJ  Roim- tm>ihfcrrhHii  [  d  a  fray  about  a  wench— 
Ihou  nrt  a  UWiEy  lad  lo  wr:ingle  in  such  a  cause." 

IncRalrl?  di,s^i3flt(Ki  at  h.>^  tone  and  manner,  Hal- 
bert Git  ndtnninv  T^mainttL  iiilent,  while  the  thought 
dJU'tC'i  nero«»  hi«  mind,  \^liiit  woukl  Julian  Aveoel 
hav^  icntiJ.  hml  \\t}  knoH  n  the  quarrel,  of  which  he 
ffpoks  !#ci  ufHtly,  hud  anwn  on  account  of  his  own 
bffiiher's  flflu^oror!— "Bui  be  thy  cause  of  flight 
what  It  w\\\,'^  vaid  Jubnn,  in  continuation,  "dost 
thoTi  think  the  law  or  ilJ»  eiiiibsaries  can  follow  thee 
into  this  i^Eand«  or  arrvfil  tUi«  under  the  standanfof 
Avcnd  I— Look  at  the  dtpth  of  the  lake,  the  strength 
of  lUt  wnllfl,  the  [ensih  of  tlie  causeway— look  at  my 
taetu  and  think  if  they  arc  likely  to  see  a  comrade 
jniufpii  or  if  J,  their  mflsti^r,  am  a  man  to  desert  a 
f-iLhiul  futlowcr,  in  good  or  evil.  I  tell  theeu  it  shall 
be  an  eternal  day  of  truce  betwixt  thee  and  justice, 
as  they  call  it,  from  the  instant  thou  hast  put  my 
eolours  into  thy  cap— thou  shah  ride  by  the  Warden's 
■ose  as  thou  woulds^  pass  an  old  market-woman, 
and  ne'er  a  cur  which  ^lows  him  Aall  dare  to  bay 
at  thee!" 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  offers,  noble  su*,"  replied 
Halbert,  "but  I  must  anawer  in  brief,  that  I  cannot 
profit  by  them— my  fortunes  lead  me  elsewhere." 

"Thou  art  a  sdf-willed  ibol  for  thy  pains,"  said 
Julian,  turning  from  him;  and  signing  Christie  to 
approach,  he  whispered  in  his  ear,  "There  is  promise 
in  that  young  fellow's  looka,  Christie,  and  we  want 
men  of  limbs  and  ainews  so  compactisd — those  thou 
hast  brought  to  me  of  late  are  the  mere  refuse  of 
mankind,  wretches  scarce  worth  the  arrow  that 
eads  them  :  this  youngster  is  limbed  like  Saint 
Geonre.  Ply  him  with  wine  and  wassail— let  the 
wenches  weave  their  meahes  about  him  like  spidera— 
thou  understandeat  ?"  Christie  gave  a  sagacious 
nod  of  intelligenoe,  and  fell  back  to  a  respectful  dis- 
tance from  his  master.— "And  thou,  old  man,"  said 
the  Baron,  turning  to  the  elder  traveller,  "  hast  thou 
been  roaming  the  world  after  fortune  tool— it  seems 
not  she  has  failen  into  thy  way." 

•*  So  please  you,"  replied  Warden,,  "  T  were  per- 
haps more  to  be  pitied  than  I  am  now,  had  I  indeed 
mei  with  that  fortune,  which,  like  others,  1  have 
tought  in  mv  greener  days." 

"Nay,  understand  me,  friend."  said  the  Baron;  **  if 
liiou  art  aatiafied  with  thy  buckram  gown  and  long 
staff,  I  also  am  well  content  thou  shouldst  be  as  pootr 
and  contemptible  as  is  good  for  the  health  of  thy 
body  and  soul— All  I  care  to  know  of  thee  is,  the  cause 
which  hath  brought  thee  to  my  castle,  where  few 
erows  of  thy  kind  care  to  settle.  Thou  art,  I  warrant 
thee,  some  ejected  monk  of  a  auppressed  convent, 
paying  in  his  okl  days  the  price  of  the  luxurious  idle- 
ness in  which  he  spent  his  youth.— Ay,  or  it  may  be 
sr^me  pilgrim  with  a  budget  of  Uea  fW>m  Saint  James 
9(  Compostella,  or  Our  Lady  of  Loretto;  or  thou 
mayest  be  some  pardoner  with  his  budget  of  rehcs 
firom  Rome,  forgiving  sins  at  a  penny  a«dozen,  and 

*  Mitir,  used  in  the  mrm  in  wlueli  it  oflta  ocean  la  Spomnr. 
aMl  wbkii  ii  iodted  iti  Ulaml  iapertr*^*  wmotetf  ali  BUB.'* 


one  to  the  tala^Ay,  I  new  why  I  find  tfaee  in  tlw 
boy's  company,  and  douDtleas  thou  wouldat  have  pach 
a  strapptog  Isd  as  he  to  carry  thy  wallet,  and  retieva 
thy  lazy  shoulders;  but,  by  the  mass, I  wiU  croaa  th| 
cunning.  I  make  my  vow  to  sun  and  moon,  1  wm 
not  see  a  proper  lad  so  misleard  as  to  run  the  coontry 
with  an  old  knave,  likf  Siounie  and  hia  brothcr.t 
Awaj  with  thee!"  he  Idded,  rising  in  wrath,  and 
speal^ing  so  fast  as  to  give  no  opportunity  of  anawei; 
being  probably  determmed  to  terrify  the  elder  guest 
into  an  abrupt  flight— "Aveay  with  thee,  ^itfi  thy 
clouted  oeat,  scrip,  and  scallop-ahelL  or,  by  the  nana 
of  Avenel,  I  will  have  them  loose  the  noondson  thee!^ 

Warden  waited  with  the  greatest  patience  until  J»> 
lian  Avenel,  aatonished  that  the  threata  and  Tioleoot 
of  hia  language  made  no  impression  on  him,  pavsed 
in  a  sort  of  wonder,  and  said  in  a  less  imperious  io«^ 
"Why  the  fiend  dost  thou  not  answer  roe?" 

"When  you  have  done  speaking,'*  said  Warden,  ii 
the  same  composed  manner, "  it  will  ha  full  time  M 


*  Say  on,  man,  in  the  devil'a  name— bnt  take  heed^ 
beg  not  here^were  it  but  for  the  rinda  of  cheese,  thi 
retuse  of  the  rats,  or  a  morsel  that  my  dogs  would 
turn  from— neither  a  grain  of  meal,  nor  the  ninetemdi 
part  of  a  gray  groat,  will  I  give  to  any  feigned  limov 
of  thy  coat" 

"It  may  be,"  answered  Warden,  "  that  yon  woold 
have  less  quarrel  with  my  coat  if  you  knew  what  jjl 
covers.  I  am  neither  friar  nor  mendicant,  and  wouM 
be  ri^ht  glad  to  hear  thy  testimony  against  theae  fod 
deceivers  of  God's  church,  and  usurpers  of  hia  rights 
over  the  Christian  flock,  were  it  given  in  Chhatian 
charity." 

"And  who  or  what  art  thou,  then,"  said  Avend, 
"  that  thou  comest  to  this  Border  land,  and  art  nei- 
ther monk,  nor  aoldier,  nor  broken  man  V* 

"I  am  an  humble  teacher  of  the  holy  word  "  an- 
swered Warden.  "  This  letter  from  a  moat  nobte  per- 
son  wtll  speak  why  I  am  here  at  this  present  time." 

He  delivered  the  letter  to  the  Baron,  who  regarded 
the  seal  with  some  surprise,  and  then  looked  on  ths 
letter  itself  which  seemed  to  excite  still  more.  He 
then  fixed  nis  eyes  on  the  stranger,  and  said,  in  a 
menacing  tone.  I  think  thou  dareat  not  betray  mi^ 
or  deceive  me r' 

"  I  am  not  the  man  to  attempt  either,"  waa  the  eon- 
cise  reply. 

Julian  Avenel  carried  the  letter  to  the  window, 
where  he  penised,  or  at  least  attempted  to  peraae  it 
more  than  once,  often  looking  from  the  paper,  aad 
gazing  on  the  stranger  who  had  delivered  it,  aa  if  ks 
meant  to  read  the  purport  of  the  missive  in  the  £us 
of  the  messenger.  Julian  at  length  caUed  to  the  fih 
male,— "Catherine,  bestir  thee,  and  fetch  me preaendy 
that  letter  which  1  bade  thee  keep  r«ady  at  hand  in 
thy  casket,  having  no  sure  lockfast  ulace  of  my  owa.** 

Catherine  went  with  the  readineae  of  one  willmg  to 
be  employed  y  and  as  she  walked*  the  situation  wfaiek 
requires  a  wider  gown  and  a  longer  girdle,  and  la 
which  vroman  claims  from  man  a  double  portion  of 
the  most  anxious  care,  was  still  more  visible  than  be- 
fore. She  soon  returned  with  the  paper,  and  waa  to* 
warded  with  a  cold—"  I  thank  thee,  wench;  thou  art 
a  careful  secretary." 

This  second  paper  he  also  perused  and  reperuasd 
more  than  once,  and  still,  as  he  read  it,  bent  from 
time  to  time  a  wary  and  observant  eye  upon  Hemy 
Warden.  This  examination  and  re-examinatioi^ 
though  both  the  man  and  the  place  were  dangeroua 
the  preacher  endured  with  the  most  composed  and 
steady  countenance,  seeming,  under  the  eagle,  or  ra- 
ther the  vulture  eye  of  the  Baron,  as  unmoved  aa  n- 
der  the  gaze  of  an  ordinary  and  peaceful  peasant  At 
length  Julian  Avenel  foldod  both  papers,  and  havii^ 
put  them  into  the  pocket  of  hia  cloak,  cleared  hii 
brow,  atid,  coming  forward,  addreeaea  his  femali 
companion.  "Catherine,"  said  he,  "I  have  doM 
this  good  man  injusiioe,  when  I  mistook  him  for  oos 
of  the  drones  of  llome.  He  is  a  preacher,  Catherint 
—a  preacher  of  the— the  new  doctrine  of  the  Loidi 
of  the  Congregation.'* 

*  Two  qvtttlfnarU,  or  b«ffrinff  fHan,  whose  aocoatftpal? 
■ad  logawy  wilre  tlw  Mlgeet  ef  as  oM  Bcoltkh  mtkm  1 9oa» 
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"Tht  doctriiie  of  the  bkMed  ScnptsFM,'*  Mid  the 
>reftcher,  "  purified  frvm  the  devioes  of  men.*' 

"  Sayest  thou  V  said  Julian  Avenel— "  Well,  thoa 
nayest  call  it  what  thou  lists  i^  but  to  me  it  la  recom- 
nended,  because  it  flings  ofTall  those  sottish  dreams 
tbout  saints  and  angeb  and  devils,  and  unhorses  the 
azy  monks  that  have  ridden  us  so  long,  and  spur- 
(ailed  us  so  hard.  No  more  masses  and  corpse-gifte 
-no  more  tithes  and  offerings  to  make  men  poor— 
ID  more  prayers  or  psalms  to  make  men  cowards— 
10  more  cnristenings  and  penances,  and  confiDssioos 
ind  marriages."  ' 

"  So  please  you,"  said  Henry  Warden. "  it  is  against 
he  corruptions,  not  against  the  fundamental  doc- 
rines,  ot  the  church,  which  we  desire  to  renovate, 
.nd  not  to  abolish." 

** Prithee,  peace,  man,"  said  the  Baron}  "we  of 
he  laity  care  not  what  you  set  im,  so  you  pull  merrily 
town  what  stands  in  our  way.  Specially  it  suits  well 
vith  us  of  the  Southland  fells;  lor  it' is  our  profes- 
ion  to  turn  the  world  upside  down^  and  we  live  ever 
he  blithest  life  when  the  downer  side  is  uppermost" 

Warden  would  have  replied ;  but  the  Baron  allow- 
d  him  not  time^  striking  the  table  with  the  hilt  of  his 
ajgger,  andcrymg  out,— ;"  Hal  you  loitering  knaves, 
ring  our  supper-meal  quickly.  See  you  not  this  holy 
nan  is  exhausted  for  lack  of  food  7  Heard  *ye  ever 
if  priest  or  preacher  that  devoured  not  his  five  meals 
i-dayr' 

The  attendants  bustled  to  and  fro,  and  speedily 
•ro^ght  in  several  large  smoking  platters,  filled  with 
luge  pieces  of  beef,  boilol  and  roasted,  but  without 
jiy  variety  whatsoever;  without  vegetables,  and  al- 
aost  without  bread,  though  there  was  at  the  upper 
nd  a  few  oat-cakes  in  a  basket  Julian  Avenel  made 
i  sort  of 'apology  to  Warden. 

**You  have  Seen  commended  to  our  care,  Sir 
^aoher,  since  that  is  your  style,  by  a  person  whom 
96  highly  honour." 

"I  am  assured,"  said  Warden,  **  that  the  most no- 
le  Loid" 

*'  Prithee,  peace,  man,"  said  Avenel :  "  what  need 
rf  naming  names,  so  we  understand  each  other?  I 
aeant  but  to  speak  in  refeiVince  to  your  safety  and 
omfbrt,  of  which  he  desires  us  to  be  chary.  Now, 
or  your  safety,  look  at  my  walls  and  water.  But 
ouching  your  comfort  we  nave  no  corn  of  our  own, 
nd  the  meal-jgimels  of  the  south  are  less  easily  trans- 
orted  than  their  beeves,  seeing  they  have  no  legs  to 
iralk  upoa.  But  what  though!  a  stoup  of  wine  thou 
halt  have,  and  of  the  best— thou  shait  sit  betwixt 
Catherine  and  me  at  the  board-end.— And,  Christie, 
o  thou  look  to  the  young  springald,  and  call  to  the 
ellarer  for  a  flagon  of  the  best.^' 

The  Baron  took  his  wonted  place  at  the  upper  end 
f  the  board :  his  Catherine  sate  down,  and  courte- 
usly  pointed  to  a  seat  betwixt  them  for  their  reve- 
snd  guest.  But  notwithstanding  the  influence  both 
f  hunger  and  fatigue,  Henry  Warden  retained  his 
landing  posture. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Wheo  lovely  woman  ttoops  to  foUjr, 
And  Hod*  too  late  Uiat  meo  betray— 

•  *  •  *  « 

JmiAit  AvENSL  saw  with  surprise  the  demeanour 
f  tiie  reverend  stranger.    "  Beshrew  me,"  he  said, 

these  new-fashioned  religioners  have  fast-davs,  I 
rarrant  me— the  old  ones  used  to  confisr  these  bless- 
iga  chiefly  on  the  laity." 

"  We  acknowledge  no  such  rule,"  said  the  preacher 
-"  We  hold  that  our  faith  consists  not  in  using  or 
bstaining  from  special  meats  on  special  days ;  and 
[1  fasting  we  rend  our  hearts,  and  not  our  garments." 

**  The  Dotter— the  better  for  yourselves,  and  the 
rorse  for  Tom  Tailor,"  said  the  Baron ;  but  come, 
it  down,  or,  if  thou  needs  must  e'en  give  us  a  cast 
f  thine  office,  mutter  thy  charm." 

"  Sir  Baron,"  said  the  preacher,  "  I  am  in  a  strange 
and,  where  neither  jnine  oflice  nor  my  doctrine  are 
:nown.  and  where,  9  would  seem,  both  are  greatly 
nisuiiderstood.  It  is  my  duty  so  to  bear  me,  that  in 
ay  person,  however  unworthy,  my  Master's  dignity 


msy  be  respected,  and  that  nn  may  take  no  eonfr 
dence  from  relaxation  ef  the  bonds  of  disciphne." 

"Ho  Ul  halt  there."  said  the  Baron;  ''thou  ««rert 
sent  hither  for  thy  safety,  but  not,  I  think,  to  preach 
to,  or  control  me.  What  is  it  thou  wouldst  have,  Sir 
Preacher  1  Remember,  thou  speakest  to  one  some- 
what short  of  patience,  who  loves  a  short  health  and 
a  long  draught" 

*'In  a  word,  then,  "said  Henry  Warden,  "that 
ladv" 

*^Howr'  said  the  Baron.  Starting—*'  what  of  her? 
what  hast  thoa  to  say  of  that  dams')-" 

"Is  she  thy  house-dame?"  said  the  preacher,  after 
a  mom^fs  pause,  in  which  he  seemed  to  seek  for 
the  best  mode  of  expressing  what  he  had  to  say-* 
"  Is  she,  in  brief,  thy  wife  T 

The  unfortunate  young  woman  pressed  both  her 
hands  on  her  face,  as  if  to  hide  it,  but  the  deep  bhish 
which  crimsoned  her  brow  and  neck,  showed  that 
her  cheeks  were  also  glowing;  and  the  bursting 
tears,  which  found  their  way  betwixt  her  slender  fin* 
jKrs,  bore  witness  to  her  sorrow,  as  vrell  as  to  her 
shame. 

"Now,  by  my  fathei's  ashes T'  sm  the  Baron,  n^* 
sing  and  spurmni^  from  him  his>  footstool  with  such 
violence,  that  it  hit  the  wall  on  the  opposite  side  ot 
the  apartment— then  instantly  constraining  himself^ 
he  muttered,  "  What  need  to  run  myself  into  trouble 
for  a  fool's  word  T'— then,  resuming  his  seat,  he  an- 
swered coldly  *and  scornfully— "No,  Sir  Priest  or 
Sir  Preacher,  Catherine  is  not  my  wife— Cease  thy 
whimpering,  thou  foolish  wench— she  is  not  my 
wife^  but  she  is  handfasted  with  me,  and  that  makes 
her  as  honest  a  woman." 

•*  Handfasted  1"—r^)eated  Warden. 

"Knowest  thou  not  that  rite,  holy  manT*  said 
Avenel,  in  the  same  tone  of  derision ; '"  then  I  will 
tell  thee.  We  Border-men  are  more  wwry  than  your 
inland  clowns  of  Fife  and  Lothian^no  jump  in  the 
dark  for  us— no  clenching  the  fetters  around  oui 
wrists  till  we  know  how  they  will  vrear  with  us— 
we  take  our  wives,  like  our  horses,  upon  trial.  When 
we  are  handfasted,  as  we  term  it,  we  are  man  and 
vrife  for  a  yea^  and  day— that  space  gone  by,  each 
mav  choose  another  mate,  or,  at  their  pleasure,  may 
call  the  priest  to  mahy  them  for  life— and  this  we 
call  hanafasting."* 

"Then,"  said  the  preacher,  "  I  tell  thee,  noble  Ba- 
ron; in  brotherly  love  to  thy  soul,  it  is  a  custom  h- 
centious,  gross,  and  corrupted,  and,  if  persisted  in, 
dangerous,  yea  damnable.  It  binds  thee  to  the  frail* 
er  being  while  she  is  the  object  of  destte— it  relieves 
thee  when  she  is  most  the  subject  of  pity— it  givea 
all  to  brutal  sense,  and  nothing  to  generous  and  gentle 
afl^tion.  I  say  to  thee,  that  he  who  can  meditate 
the  breach  of  such  an  engagement,  abandoning  the 
deluded  woman  and*  the  helpless  onspring,  is  worse 
than  the  birds  of  prey;  for  of  them  the  males  re 
main  with  their  matea  until  the  nestlings  can  take 
wing.  Above  all,  I  say  it  is  contrary  to  the  pur* 
Christian  doctrine,  which  assigns  woman  to  man  as 
the  partner  of  his  labour,  the  soother  of  his  evil,  his 
helpmate  in  peril,  his  friend  in  affliction ;  not  as  the 
foy  of  his  looser  hours,  or  as  a  flower,  which  once 
cropped,  he  may  throw  aside  at  pleasure." 

*^Now,  by  the  Saints,  a  most  virtuous  hoinilyr* 
said  the  Baron ;  "  quaintly  conceived  and  cariously 
pronounced,^  and  to  a  well-chosen  congregation. 
Hark  ye.  Sir  Gospeller !  trow  ye  to  have  a  fool  m 
hand  t  Know  I  not  that  your  sect  rose  by  blnfl*  Harry 
Tudor,  merely  because  ye  aided  him  to  change  hi$ 
Kate;  and  wherefore  should  I  not  use  the  same 
Christian  liberty  with  nUru  7  Tush,  man  I  bless  the 
good  food,  ana  meddle  not  with  what  concerns  thee 
not— thou  hast  no  gull  in  Juhan  Avenel." 

"  He  hath  giidled  and  cheated  himself"  said  the 
preacher,  "should  he  even  incline  to  do  that  poor 
sharer  of  his  domestic  cares  the  imperfect  justice 
that  remains  to  him.    Can  he  now  raise  her  to  the 

•  This  cuBtom  of  handfaitinff  actual!/  prevailed  in  Uie  upland 
day*.  It  aroao  parti  v  from  the  want  of  prietu.  While  the  coa- 
vent!  nibsiited, monki  were  detached  on  refular  circuits  thro!;<k 
the  wilder  districU,  to  marrr  Ihoee  who  had  lived  in  this  ipe 
eiea  ar  ooanexion.  A  praotiea  of  Uw  aana  klad  exiaHHt  ia  «te 
lala  of  Portland. 
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rank  of  a  piire  and  nncontam mated  matron  ?— Can 
hi>  deprive  lii.s  child  of  the  mi^ry  of  owing  birth  to  a 
moihiT  who  has  crrvd?  He  enn  indeed  dve  them 
both  the  rank,  the  state  of  married  wife  and  of  lawful 
Bon;  but,  in  public  opinion,  their  names  will  be 
smirched  and  aullieil  with  a  stain  which  his  tardy 
efibriB  cannot  entirely  efl'acc.  Yet  render  it  lo  them, 
Baron  of  Averu.l,  render  to  them  this  late  and  imper- 
fect justice.  Bid  me  bind  you  together  for  ever,  and 
celebrate  the  day  of  your  bridal,  not  with  feasting  or 
wassnil,  but  with  sorrow  for  past  sin,  and  the  reso- 
lution to  commence  a  better  life.  Happy  then  will 
tiie  chance  have  bteii  that  has  drawn  me  to  this  cas- 
tle, though  I  come  driven  bycalamitv,  andunkiiowing 
where  my  courpe  is  bound,  like  a  leaf  travelling  on 
the  north  wind." 

The  plnin,  and  even  coarse  features,  of  the  zealous 
speaker,  were  wurmed  at  once  and  ennobled  by  the 
dignity  of  his  enthusiasm;  and  the  wild  Baron,  law- 
less as  he  was,  and  accustomed  to  spurn  at  the  con- 
trol whether  of  reli.^ious  or  nuinil  law,  felt,  for  the 
first  time  perhnijs  in  his  life,  that  he  was  under  sub- 
jection 10  a  mind  supi.-rior  to  liis  own.  lie  sat  mule  i 
and  suspended  in  hi.M  deliberations,  hesitating  In-twixt 
anger  and  shame,  yet  home  down  by  the  weight  of 
the  just  rebuke  thus  boldly  fulminated  agairist  him. 

The  unfortunate  youn:<  wotnan,  conceiving  hopes 
from  her  tyrant's  silence  and  appanint  indecisiun, 
forgot  both  her  fear  and  shame  in  her  timid  e.xpc>c- 
tatiun  that  Avenel  \v«)uld  relent ;  and  fixing  upon 
him  her  anxious  and  besecchincr  eyes,  gradually  drew 
near  and  nearer  to  his  S'.at,  till  at  length,  laying  a 
trembling  hand  on  his  cloak,  she  ventured  to  utter, 
•'O  noble  Julian,  listen  to  the  good  man  ! ' 

The  spccreh  and  the  motion  w-re  ill-timwl,  and 
wrought  on  that  proud  and  wayward  spirit  the  re- 
verse of  her  wishes. 

The  fierce  Baron  Btarte«1  up  in  fury,  exelaimins, 
"What!  tiuui  foolish  call"t,  art  tiiou  confi-dcmiij 
with  this  sirulling  vagabotid,  wiiom  thou  hast  seen 
heanl  me  in  mine  own  hati!  Hence  with  thee,  and 
think  that  I  am  proof  both  lo  male  and  female  hy- 
pocrisy!*' 

Tiie  poor  girl  started  back,  astounded  at  his  voice 
of  thunder  and  looks  of  furv,  and.  turning  pule  as 
death,  endeavoured  to  obey  fiis  oriiers,  and  tottered 
towards  the  door.  Her  limbs  failed  in  the  attenipt, 
and  she  fell  un  the  sti)ne  floor  in  a  inantier  whirh 
her  situation  mizht  have  rrn.icred  fatal— The  blo(id 
gushed  from  her  fan*.— Halbert  Glendinning  brooks] 
not  a  sight  so  bnitnl,  but,  uiterin:;  a  deep  itnpreea- 
tion,  started  from  his  seat,  and  laiil  his  bond  on  his 
•word,  under  the  strong  itnpnlse  of  pas'sin:^  it  through 
the  body  of  the  cruel  and  hard-hearretl  rullinn.  But 
Christie  of  the  Clint  hill,  guessing  his  intention, 
threw  his  arms  around  hiin,  and  prevented  him 
from  stirring  to  exi!cute  his  purpose. 

The  impulse  to  such  a  dangerous  act  of  violence 
was  indeed  but  momentary,  as  it  instantly  appeare<) 
that  Aveuel  him.ielf,  shocked  at  the  eti'eets  of  his 
violence,  was  hfiing  up  and  endeavouring  to  soothe 
in  his  own  way  the  lerrifi'xl  Catlierin<». 

*•  Peace,"  he  said,  "prithee,  peace,  thou  silly  minion 
— why,  Katt.',  though  1  listen  not  to  tiiis  tramping 
preacner,  I  said  not  what  might  happen  an  thou  dost 
Sear  me  a  stout  boy.  ThtTi.— tht-re— «lry  thy  tears- 
call  thy  women.— S50  ho!— where  be  thes*; queans ?— 
Christie— Rowley— Hutcheon— drag  tliem  hither  by 
the  hair  of  the  head!" 

A  half  dozen  of  startldi  wild-looking  females 
rushed  into  the  room,  and  l>ore  out  her  who  might  be 
either  termetl  their  mistress  or  their  companion.  She 
showed  little  sign  of  lift^  except  by  groaning  faintly 
and  keeping  her  hand  on  her  side. 

No  sooner  had  this  luckless  female  been  iHjnveyed 
fmiu  the  apartment,  than  the  Baron,  advancln|r  te 
the  lAble,  filled  nud  drank  a  deep  ffohlet  of  wine;  then 
putting  un  obvUiui  rovtraint  on  his  paisions,  turned 
to  I  he  prea'-her,  who  ilond  horrur-Mtruck  at  the  icene 
h**  hail  wiir..'s«fd,  und  taid,  "You  have  t>ornc  too  hard 
on  ui,  Hir  Prracher— but  coining  with  the  commen- 
dutionif  wMch  you  have  broiiEht  mc,  1  doubt  nut  but 
I'lur  me-.iuing  was  food.  But  we  are  a  wilder  folh 
num  yuu  iaUnd  nsa  of  FiA  mimI  LothUn.    Il«  UvVi- 


fd,  th(>;refore,  by  me— Spur  not  an  unbroken  hont^ 
fiut  not  your  ploughshare  too  deep  into  new  tind— 
Preach  to  us  spiritiial  liberty,  and  we  will  hearken  n 
^  ou— But  we  will  give  no  way  to  spiritual  hondase.— 
^iitf  therefore,  down,  and  pledge  me  in  old  sack,  idA 
we  will  talk  over  other  matters." 

"It  is/rom  spiritual  bondage,"  said  the  preadia 
in  the  same  tone  of  admonitory  reproof^  *'  thai  I 
eame  to  deliver  you— it  is  from  a  bondage  more  fei^ 
iLil  than  that  of  the  heaviest  earthly  gyves— it  is  bam 
your  own  evil  passions." 

"  Sit  down,"  said  Avenel,  fiercely ;  "  sit  dowi 
^('hile  the  play  is  gi>od— else  by  my  father's  creai  and 
tuy  mother's  iionour!" 

^'  Now,"  whispered  Christie  of  the  Clin:liill  0 
Halbcrt,  "if  he  refuse  to  sit  down,  1  would  not  gin 
a  gray  groat  for  his  head." 

"Lord  Baron,"  said  Warden,  "tbou  hast  plud 
me  in  ex  t  rem  it  v.  But  if  the  question  be,  whetlt«rl 
nm  to  hide  the  fight  which  I  am  oommanntil  to  shmr 
forth,  or  to  lose  the  light  of  this  world,  my  choicua 
made.  I  say  to  thee,  like  the  Holjr  Baptist  to  HtnxL 
rt  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  this  woman;  and  I 
say  it,  though  bonds  and  death  be  the  consetiueoc^ 
r counting  my  life  as  nothing  in  comparison  of  tfai 
ministry  to  which  1  am  caI1r«i.*' 

Jiiliaii  Av.-nrl,  enragid  at  the  firmness  of  thiirppl^ 
flung  from  his  riuht  hand  the  cup  in  which  he  w 
nbiuit  to  drink  to  his  guest,  and  from  the  other  catf 
oir  the  hawk,  which  flow  wildly  through  the  a;ari- 
Eiient.  His  first  motion  wa<9  to  lay  hand  up-'^n  hii 
dauger.  But,  changing  his  resolution,  he  exelaimcd 
'  To  the  dungeon  wiiji  this  insolent  stroller!—!  will 
hear  no  maii  speak  a  v/ord  for  him,— IjOok  to  thi 
lalcon,  Christie,  thou  fool— an  she  escape,  I  will  (]»• 
patch  vou  after  her  evt-rv  man — Away  with  that  hvpo- 
critical  dn.'amer— drag  liim  hence  if  lie  resist  V 

He  was  obcyctl  in  both  ^ints.  Christie  of  the 
niinlhill  arrewled  the  hawk  s  flight,  by  piittiojf  hu 
fool  on  iicr  jesses,  and  so  holding  her  fast,  »h:le 
Mi.Miry  Warden  was  led  oil",  without  having  <ho*B 
the  sllghte.-t  •.•vniptom  of  terror,  by  two  of  tli^  Darnn'i 
satellites.  Julian  .Avncl  walkeff  the  oparimcnt  idt 
n  short  spac;  in  sullen  s-ilence,  and  despatchins /we 
of  his  attendants  with  a  whispere«i  message,  which 
probably  nilated  to  the  heiilih  of  the  unfortiinise 
(.'atherinc,  h«*  K:i:d  aloud,  "These  rash  and  nirdalicg 
fJ^i^■st^— By  heaven !  they  make  us  worse  than  ^ 
should  be  without  ihein.  • 

♦  If  it  were.  n«»rpii"nrjr  to  nimp  a  prototype  for  thi"  bni'ol.  !• 
<*>'iiiiijU4,  and  rni<-l  Rr>r(l-r  cliir-r.  in  an  ace  wirrii  rliuwctf  M 
fi>.i  ni.iiiy  8ucii,  till*  L-tirit  nf  {.:|iii*k  OriniMtun  ni  2I1I  tiv  ^rlrftrf 
fur  lliai  |iurp(i<i*.  !!•_'  \\n<«a  frionii  am)  contKI.-iiit  uf  fi>iihiME, 
.iiiil  rill  AiivW  in  Ih.r.ry  T).ini!fy'^  munlf-r.  At  hm  !34t  «tasc.hl 
Hn.4.  Iik>i  otiii'r  irn-ae  otfi-niliMii.  a  pri>niin?  penitent :  and.  u  ks 
':oiiri-4i>iun  bears  divi^ni  ci-nilt;in<>n  ami  AiTvanls  beins  in  dS 
•■iKiiii'ior,  Uv  Kiiil,  "  Kur  (.iiuI'M  tnkf,  »it  duMn  arid  prty  f>*Mb 
fur  I  havp  tn-t-n  n  p-cat  smuor  utlit-rw !•<•."  :'luit  •«.  bc*i'lri  bl 
si»an»  iiinamir-vNiU'.itlij  "  fur  tli»«  wliii'h  (iod  i«  liimdirroni^ 
in;  :n'.';  for  nf  all  tn"ii  1  n  th<-  earHi.  I  Uhm:  t^-en  om*  v(  iti 
>T<iiiit««t.  an<\  iiKi!-l  ii:;.''i  niii:.:i*it.  ami  niOitt  uncloaii  of  mrbtW 
J{iif  >.;i'«'nll>  I  Uti\i*  hh"\  tlic  iniii>o>n!  b!u«»d  (if  one  .MicbM 
[I'.iii'iT  ui'li  my  iiv^n  iinti'i*.  AUisi  tiM:rffi<rf.  t-fr.iuM  ili^aiA 
Mi'-Ma<-!.]iuvei-.'riit?  lv.;i:;oii  my 'kiiM;.  Iiai  iM^a  Trk  i:i  Iii«l<ia4 
4nit:lii  hiiv:  fllaiii  ine  if  he  huil  plea^-d.H'Kl  i!iil  it  n-it.  wtii^aa 
ill  tliiiiffH  ::ru-W!«  mo  nrti^t  in  coiiMM'-nn*.  A'<o,  m  1  nrtA 
iKiiii^tiiii  iHifjrinnn  U>rn  Imrai*-,— with  iiinnj-(iiliiTMick<.Jih"ai^ 
fur  wliilk  I  n^k  my  t*<^'i  luvrry,  Ii  iii  not  marv**!  I  I.Jtw  ti*« 
M  ickcii.  r<iii<iid«>rip|r  this  wi-'ked  •■•iiii|.any  tlmi  «-\rr  1  l-aie  it* 
111.  hut  i([>fvially  within  ihi.>  «e\rn  v.^arn  by  |>ur.  in  whirlilM 
vi'T  >uw  twi>  (riHid  fiiL'n  t>r  iini>  v>H»d  d<.fii,  but  all  kin-l  of  wKt 
t.>ihu'<>s,  and  yvt  Ui>d  wi»u!d  not  yuffrr  mc  tu  br  lunt."— Sm  dC 
Mliole  c(rnfoi»»ion  in  lh««  K^tnle  Triala. 

Another  Horthy  of  th(>  tlonler*.  itallcd  G^nrdie  IlfKi*M.il 
40iiH^what  Ruljordmiile  rank,  wan  a  ximilHr  |iir|ur>:  of  i>rtiftLpcr 
He  had  fallen  into  Uie  harnU  of  .*«ir  Kohcrf  Tartly,  thi  n  Warirt 
of  lli«.4  Enifliikh  F.tint  .AlarrliPtf.  whu  gi\ct  Llic  fuilumnf  aroM^ 
of  hix  priiion«T'»  ronfi-MHin  :  — 

''  Wlitfii  all  thm»  wcro  nuiet,  rid  the  wntrh  wt  at  ricH 
after  «>up|ier,  about  ten  of  th<<  clork,  I  tu«>k  one  uf  mv  ii!»ii'il» 
verity  and  put  it  about  nio.  and  tiiol:  two  other  v>f  n:r 


;  wUli  mc  in  tlH:ir  livvri«>i :  and  we  threr.  a«  the  Wain^n  «  v^ 

I  p-ame  to  the  Provo*t  Marshal'*,  when^  Uuurn*.*  wan.  und  m^mM 

into  hiM  chainbf  r.  Wo  aav}  down  by  him.  and  tout  hiin  iim  •■ 

wiire  deKinm*  to  wc  him,  b«r.«uw  wc  iHAid  \w  «a«  ktnat  M^ 

\aiianf .  and  tnio  to  hiv  friend,  and  iliat  w«  wt'rr  mrrr  utir  m» 

ler  oouKf  vii  be  mowad  to  uf«  hit  liia.    Ha  votaatahlr  c^  bia«lf  m^  M 

be  bad  livrtl  Ims  raouch  ta  iSo  w  Maay  vilUaiai  ae  ha  l«4  ir^» :  mad  "M 

luld  LC,  tb^t  be  bail  Uia  with  atorc  ftirlv  Ba^Hriaa.  wkil  in  Eafta^aM 

I  ia  ScrilU^:  aad  Uol  ht  bad   killai  «*««  BMliibiiiii  wtik  t*  *•• 

\^a^  omBi  ^aatoVi^  \fem%  ari  ital  l»  Mq|aal  kk  «Mb  ^  k 
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The  answer  which  he  presently  received  seemed 
scraewhat  to  tvacify  his  angry  mood,  and  he  took  his 
Dtaca  at  the  board,  oommanalng  his  retinue  to  do  the 
like.    All  sat  down  in  silence,  and  began  the  re- 


During  the  meal.  Christie, in  vain  attempted  to 
engage  nis  yomhful  companion  in  carousal,  or,  at 
least,  in  conversation.  Halbert  Glendinning  pleaded 
fatigue,  and  expressed  himself  unwilling  to  take  any 
liquor  stronger  than  the  heather  ale,  which  was  at 
that  time  frequently  used  at  meals.  Thus  every  efibrt 
at  joviality  died  away,  until  the  Baron,  striking  his 
hand  against  the  table,  as  if  impatient  of  the  long 
vnbroken  silence,  cried  out  aloud.  "What,  ho!  my 
masters— are  ye  Border-iiders,  and  sit  as  mute  over 
four  meal  as  a  mess  of  monks  and  fryirs?— Some 
one  sing,  if  no  one  list  tp  speak.  Meat  eaten  without 
either  mirth  or  music  is  ill  of  digestion.-— Louis,"  he 
added,  speaking  to  one  of  the  youngest  of  his  rol- 
loweta, ''  thou  art  ready  enough  to  sing  when  no  one 
bids  thee.*' 

The  young  man  looked  first  at  his  master,  then  up 
to  the  arched  roof  of  the  hall,  then  drank  off  the  horn 
of  ale,  or  wine,  which  stood  beside  him,  and  with  a 
rough,  yet  not  unmelodious  voice,  sung  the  following 
ditty  to  the  ancient  air  of  "Blue  Bonnets  over  the 
Border." 

L 
lfar(*b,  mnreh,  Ettriek  and  Toviotdale,        ' 

Why  tlie  deH  dinna  ye  morcli  furword  fa  order  I 
March,  march,  Brikdalc  and  Liddcudato, 
All  Uio  Blue  Bonnota  arc  bound  fur  Uio  Border. 
Many  a  banner  aprcad, 
Flutton  above  your  licod. 
Many  a  crett  Uiat  ia  fhmooa  in  atory  i 
Mount  and  make  ready  tlicu, 
Suni>  of  (ho  mountain  glen, 
PifhC  for  the  Queen  and  tlie  old  Soottiab  fflory  I 

IL 
Come  from  the  htllt  whrro  the  hirselt  are  gnaint, 

Come  from  tlie  ftcn  of  the  buck  and  tlie  roe ; 
Come  to  tho  cmg  wliore  Uie  beacon  ia  blazinr. 
Come  with  the  buckler,  tho  lance,  and  Uio  dow, 
Tnimputt  are  soundinj;, 
War-ttoodii  nro  bounditiir, 
Stand  to  your  amis  then,  and  march  in  good  order,     . 
England  nhall  many  a  day 
Tell  of  Uie  bloody  fmy. 
When  tlio  Blue  Bonnets  came  over  Uio  Border  I 

Tfie  song,,  rude  as  it  was,  had  in  it  that  warlike 
character  which  at  any  other  time  would  have  rousKl 
Halbert's  spirit ;  but  at  present  the  charm  of  min- 
strelsy had  no  effect  upon  him.  He  made  it  his  re- 
quest to  Christie  to  suffer  him  to  retire  to  rest,  a 
request  with  which  that  worthy  person,  seeing  no 
chance  of  making  a  favourable  impression  on  his  in- 
tended proselyte  in  his  present  humour,  was  at  length 
pleased  to  comply.  But  no  Sergeant  Kite,  who  ever 
practised  the  profession  of  recruiting,  was  more  at- 
tentive that  his  object  should  not  escape  him.  tiiaii 
was  Christie  of  the  Clinihill.  He  indeed  conducted 
Halbert  Glendinning  to  a  small  apartment  overlook- 
ing the  lake,  which  was  accommodated  with  a  tnic- 
kle  bed.  But  before  quitting  him,  Christie  took  spe- 
•ial  care  to  give  a  look  to  the  bars  which  crossed  the 
outside  of  tne  window,  and  when  he  left  the  apart- 
ment, he  failed  npt  to  give  the  key  a  double  turn ; 
circumstances  which  convinced  younjg  Glendinning 
that  there  was  no  intention  of  suffering  him  to  de- 
part from  the  Castle  of  Avenel  at  his  own  time  and 
pleasure.  He  judged  it,  however,  most  prudent  to 
Let  these  alarming  symptoms  pass  without  observa- 
tion. 

No  sooner  did  he  find  himself  in  undisturbed  soli- 
tude^ than  he  ran  rapidly  over  the  events  of  the  day 
in  his  recollection,  and  to  his  surprise  found  that  his 
own  precarious  fate,  and  even  the  death  of  Piercie 
Shafton,  made  less  iiiprcssipn  on  him  than  the  sin- 
gularly bold  and  determindi  conduct  of  his  comi>a- 
uion,  Henry  Warden.  Providence,  which  suits  its 
iDBtniments  to  the  end  they  are  to  achieve,  had 

wliorinf,  dnokin*.  ■tealinc,  ana  takinf  d|ep  revenfe  (br  alieht 
•flTences.    He  aoemooJi^t  very  penitciil  and  much  desired  a 


mintater  for  tlie 
our  maator  know  . 
gnnt  it    We  took 
ttat  Mr.  Selby.  a  v«  . 
Vol.  m  2  T 


lemodji^t^ 
eoar^^^^i 

ookVHVt  o 
averyhooei 


We  promiaed  him  to  let 

.«,  who,  wo  kaew,  would  promptly 

_  of  him :  and  prcaontly  1  took  order 

tooeftpreaelnr,  ahould  go  to  liiiD,  aod 


awakened  in  the  cause  of  Reformation  m  Scotland, 
a  body  of  preachers  of  more  energy  than  refinement, 
bold  in  spirit,  and  strong  in  faith,  contemners  ox 
whatever  stood  betwixt  them  and  their  principal  ob- 
ject, and  seeking  the  advancement  of  the  great  causa 
in  which  they  laboured  by  the  roughest  road,  provi- 
ded it  were  the  shortest.  The  soft  breeze  may  wave 
the  willow,  but  it  requires  the  voice  of  the  tempest 
to  agitate  the  boughs  of  the  oak;  and,  accorctingly 
to  milder  hearers,  and  in  a  less  rude  age,  their  man- 
ners would  have  been  ill  adapted,  but  they  were  sin- 
gularly successful  in  their  mission  to  the  rude  people 
to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

Owing  to  these  reasons,  Halbert  Glendinning,  who 
had  resisted  and  repelled  the  arguments  of  the  preach-  ' 
er,  was  forcibly  struck  by  the  firmness  of  his  demean- 
our in  the  dispute  with  Julian  AveneL  It  might  be 
discourteous,  and  most  certainly  it  was  incautious, 
to  choose  such  a  place  and  such  an  audience,  for  up- 
braiding with  his  transgressions  a  baron,  whom  both 
manners  and  situation  placed  in  full  possession  ot 
independent  power.  But  the  conduct  of  th|e  preacher 
was  uncompromising,  firm,  manly,  and'  ODviously 
grounded  upon  the  deeoest  conviction  which  duty  ana 
principle  eould  aflbrd;  and  GlendinninfL  who  had 
viewed  the  conduct  of  Avenel  with  the  deepest  ab- 
horrence, was  proportionally  interested  in  the  brave 
old  man,  who  had  ventured  life  rather  than  withhold 
the  censure  due  to  guilt.  This  pitch  of  virtue  seemed 
to  him  to  be  in  religion  what  was  demanded  by  chi- 
valry of  her  votaries  in  war;  an  absolute  surrender 
of  all  selfish  feelings,  and  a  combination  of  every 
energy  proper  to  the  human  mind,  to  discharge  the 
task  which  duty  demanded. 

Halbert  was  at  ihe  period  when  youth  is  most  open 
to  generous  emotions,  and  knows  best  how  to  appre- 
ciate them  in  others,  and  he  felt,  although  he  hardly 
knew  why,  that,  whether  catholic  or  heretic,  uw 
safety  of  this  man  deeply  interested  him.  Curiosity 
mingled  with  the  feeling,  and  led  him  to  wonder 
what  the  nature  of  those  doctrines  could  be,  whick. 
stole  their  votary  so  completely  from  himself,  and 
devoted  him  to  chains  or  to  death  as  their  sworn 
champion.  He  had  indeed  been  told  of  saints,  and 
martyrs  of  former  days,  who  had  braved  for  their 
religious  fate  the  extremity  of  deatli,  and  torture. 
But  their  spirit  of  enthusiastic  devotion  had  long 
slept  in  the  ease  and  indolent  habits  of  their  succes- 
sors, and  their  adventures,  like  those  of  knights  er- 
rant^ were  rather  read  for  amusement  than  for  edi> 
fication.  A  new  itnpulse  had  been  necessary  to 
rekindle  the  energies  of  religious  zeal,  and  that  im- 
pulse was  now  ooerating  in  favour  bf  a  purer  reli- 
gion, with  one  or  whose  steadiest  votaries  the  youth 
Had  now  met  for  the  first  time. 

The  sense  that  he  himself  was  a  prisoner,  under 
the  power  of  this  savage  chieftain,  by  no  means  di- 
minished Halbert's  interest  in  the  fate  of  his  fellow- 
sufferer,  while  he  determined  at  the  same  time  so  far 
to  emulate  his  fortitude,  that  neither  threats  nor  mU 
faring  should  compel  him  to  enter  into  the  service  of 

SiirV  v\  -       -         T*r„-  -r.::^iK''irv  r,f  r- r  .-\C' 

C\       ■    ■  i  ■:..:        i    .....  ;  i  i  ■     ■■  ■    ivcLiTii^ 

it  ]iL  tlijit  wa^f  GWiidiimini^  proci^^i'd  io  exaifijne 
ni*>n'  pnrticiilarly  the  window  of  lUe  apnrimeni. 
Tiii.T  jjpariment  wds  simoJcd  in  the  first  story  of  ihe 
casTle,  ond  wns  not  so  far  fTum  the  rock  on  whii^h  it 
wa^  founded,  bui  that  on  acdvcfiiid  bold  man  might 
wiih  lit  lie  iie9L3lanc«  tJcsc^ad  lo  a  shelf  of  the  rock 
which  was  immeslintdjf  k'hjw  the  windowi  and  from 
thfnce  fither  U^apor  drop  himsctrdown  inio  the  lake 
which  lajf  bclov^  nis  cvo,cleflr  and  blue  in  ihe  placid 
li^ht  of  ft'  full  HtJmmi^r's  moon*;—**  Were  I  once  p]acccl 
on  I  hat  led^e/*  thought  GjendinnLngr  '' Juliafi  Avend 
aiir.1  OiTiatic  hiid  seen  the  last  of  mcJ*  Th<!  E^izc  ot 
th^  wmJaw  fnvouried  such  nn  a i tempt,  but  the  ataneh- 
eons  or  iron  bars  seamed  to  form  an  insurinoiintabla 
obstacle. 

not  Btir  from  him  tilt  hfa  execution  the  next  mominf ;  for  aflor 
I  had  licard  liia  own  oonn>«aion,  1  waa  ro*)lved  no  conditions 
•iMNild  nvo  his  life,  aiid  80  took  order,  that  at  the  gate*  opening 
tin  next  morninc.  Iio  aliould  bo  carried  to  execntion,  which  a^ 
eurdinffljr  waa  parflMBMiL*'— JfriMin  ^TStrRtkn  Cvm  St^ 
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Wbik  Haibert  Olenditining  gned  frcm  the  win- 
dow with  that  eifienieflB  of  hope  which  wasprompted 
hf  the  energy  of  his  character  and  his  determination 
not  (0  yield  to  circumstances,  his  ear  caught  some 
•oiinds  from  below,  and  Usteoini;  with  more  atten- 
tion, he  could  distinguish  the  voice  of  the  preacher 
engaged  in  his  solitary  devotions.  To  open  a  corres- 
pondence with  him  became  immediately  ms  object,  and 
failing  to ''do  fo  by  leas  marked  aound&  he  at  length 
Yentui^  to  speak,  and  was  answered  trom  beneath 
— "Is  it  thou,  my  son  1"  The  voice  of  the  prisoner 
now  sounded  more  distinctly  than  when  it  was  first 
heard,  for  Warden  had  approached  the  small  aperture, 
which,  serving  his  prison  for  a  window,  opened  just 
*  betwixt  the  wall  and  the  rock,  and  admitted  a  scanty 
portion  of  light  through  a  wall  of  immense  thickness. 
Thts  aoupirail  being  placed  exactly  under  Halbert's 
window,  the  contiguity  permitted  the  prisoners  to 
converse  in  a  low  tone,  when  Haibert  declared  his 
intention  to  escape,  and  the  possibility  he  saw  of 
achieving  his  purpose,  but  for  the  iron  stancheons 
of  the  wmdow— "  Prove  thy  strength,  my  son,  -in  the 
name  of  God !"  said  the  preacher.  Haibert  obeyed 
lum  more  in  despair  than  nope,  but  to  his  great  asto- 
nishment and  somewhat  to  his  terror,  the  bar  parted 
asunder  near  the  bottom,  and  the  longer  part  being 
easily  bent  outwards  and  not  secured  with  lead  in 
the  upper  socket,  dropt  out  into  Halbert's  hand.  He 
nnmeoiately  whispered,  but  as  energetically  as  a 
whisper  could  be  expressed—*' By  Heaven,  the  bar 
has  given  way  in  my  handl" 

"  Thank  Heaven,  mv  son.  instead  of  swearing  by 
It,"  answered  Warden  from  nis  dungeon. 

With  little  effort  Haibert  Glendinning  forced  liim- 
aelf  through  the  opening  thus  wonderfully  effected, 
and  using  his  leathern  sword-belt  as  a  rope  to  assist 
himi  let  himself  safely  drop  on  the  shelf  of  rock  upon 
which  the  preacher's  window  opened.  But  through 
this  no  passage  could  be  effected,  being  scarce  larger 
than  a  loophole  for  musketry,  and  apparently  con- 
structed for  that  purpose. 

"  Are  there  no  means  bv  which  I  can  assist  your 
escape,  my  father?"  said  Haibert. 

"  There  are  none,  my  son,"  answered  the  preacher; 
'  but  if  thou  wilt  ensure  my  safety,  that  may  be  in 
thy  power." 

**  1  will  labourjearnestlv  for  it,"  said  the  youth. 

"  Take  then  a  letter  which  I  will  presently  write, 
lor  I  have  the  means  of  light  nnd  writing  materials 
in  my  scripT-Hasten  towards  Edinburgh,  and  on  the 
way  thou  wilt  meet  a  body  of  horse  marching  south- 
wards—Give this  to  their  leader,  and  acquaint  him 
of  the  state  in  which  thou  hast  left  me.  It  may  hap 
that  thy  doing  so  will  advanuge  thyself." 

In  a  minute  or  two  the  light  of  a  taper  gleamed 
throi»h  the.  shot-hole,  and  very  shortly  after,  the 
preacher,  with  the  assistance  of  his  staHi  pushed  a 
billet  to  Glendinning  throueh  the  window. 

"God  bless  thee,  my  son,"  said  the  old  man,  "and 
complete  the  marvellous  work  which  He  hath  begun !" 

**  Amen  1"  answered  Haibert,  with  solemnity,  and 
'  proceeded  on  his  enterprise.    - 

He  hesitated  a  moment  whether  he  should  attempt 
to  descend  to  the  edge  of  the  water;  but  the  steep- 
ness of  the  rock,  notwithstanding  the  clearness  of  the 
night,  rendered  the  enteiprise  too  dangerous.  He 
dssped  his  hands  above  his  head,  and  boldly  sprung 
from  the  precipice,  shooting  himself  6  rward  into  the 
air  as  far  as  he  could  for  tear  of  sunken  rocks,  and 
alighted  on  the  lake^  head  foremost,  with  such  force 
as  sunk  him  for  a  minute  below  the  surface.  But 
strong,  long-breathed,  and  accustomed  to  such  exer- 
ct«e,  Haibert,  even  though  encumbered  with  his  sword, 
dived  and  rose  like  a  sea-fowl,  and  swam  across  the 
Jake  in  the  northern  direction.  When  he  landed  and 
looked  back  on  the  castle,  he  could  observe  tbat-the 
alarm  had  been  given,  for  lislits  glanced  from  win- 
dow to  window,  and  he  heard  the  drawbridge  lower- 
ed, and  the  tread  of  horses'  feet  upon  the  causeway. 
Bat,  little  alarmed  for  the  consetAience  of  a  pursuit 
faring  the  darkness,  he  wrung  the  water  from  his 
aress,  and,  plunging  into  the  m6ora,  directed  his 
course  to  the  north-east  by  the  assistance  of  the 
polar  star. 
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mtf,  what  an  mtHett*  impeMh  it  thiti 

I  tl^mk  jroa  all  have  dnmic  of  Cirea'a.oiip. 

If  here  jmmi  tioosed  hin,  liare  to  wovid  ham  bmm  i 

If  he  were  mad,  he  wuuld  not  plead  ao  coldly. 

The  course  of  oar  story,  leaving  for  the  present  Hai- 
bert Glendinning  to  the  guidance  of  his  murago  and 
his  fortune,  returns  to  the  Tower  of  Glendean^,  ^^* 
matters  in  the  meanwhile  M  out,  with  which  it  is 
most  fitting  that  the  reader  should  be  soquainieKL 

The  meal  was  prepared  at  noontide  with  all  tbeoais 
which  Elspeth  and  Tibb,  assisted  by  the  various  mf 
commodations  which  had  been  sujq^fied  from  the  llo- 
nastery.  could  bestow  on  ik  Their  dialogue  ran  an 
as  usual  in  \he  intervals  of  iceir  labour,  pvtly  *a  be- 
tween mistress  and  servant,  partly  as  noaintauied  %f 
gossips  of  nearly  equal  quality. 

"  Look  to  the  mmcea  meat.  Tibb,"  said  0speikt 
"and  turn  the  broach  even,  thou  good-ibr-^otbia^ 
Simmie,— thy  wits  are  harrying  birds'  nesta,  child.— 
Wcel,  Tibb,  this  is  a  fasheous  job,  this  Sir  Piercie  lyi^ 
leaguer  with  us  up  here,  and  wha  kena  for  how  lang  r 

'^  A  fasheous  job.  indeed,"  answered  her  fiaithfuTat* 
tendant,  **and  httie  good  did  the  naina  ever  bring  to 
fair  Scotland.  Ye  may  have  your  hands  fuller  of  ihesi 
than  they  are  yet— Mony  a  sair  heart  have  the  Pierdci 
given  to  Scots  wife  and  bairns  with  their  pricking  ca 
the  Bordersji  There  was  Hotspur,  and  many  oioreof 
that  bloody  kindred,  have  sate  mour  skirts  suace Mal- 
colm's time,  as  Martin  says!" 

"  Martin  should  keep  a  weel-scrapit  tongne  in  his 
head,"  said  Elspeth,  "and  not  slander  the  ain  ofmj 
body  that  quarters  at  Glendearg ;  forby,  that  SirPier- 
cie  Shafton  is  much  respected  with  tiie  holy  fathers 
of  the, community,  and  they  will  make  up  to  as  onj 
fasherie  that  we  may  have  with  him,  either  by  good 
word  or  good  deed,  rse  warrant  them.  He  is  a  oon- 
siderate  lord  the  Lord  Abbot." 

"  And  weel  he  likes  a  saft  seat  to  his  hinder  end," 
said  Tibb : ''  I  have  seen  a  belted  baron  sit  on  a  bare 
bench,  and  find  nae  fault  But  an  ye  are  pleased,  mis- 
tress. I  am  pleased." 

"  Now.  in  good  time,  here  comes  Mysie  of  the  Mill 
—And  whare  hae  ye  beAi,  lass,  for  a's  gane  wrang 
without  you?"  said  Elspeth. 

'*  I  just  gaed  a  blink  up  the  buna,"  said  Mysie,  "ibr 
the  young  lady  has  been  down  on  her  bed,-  and  is  w 
just  that  weel— So  I  gaed  ii  glin  up  the  bum." 

'*To  see  the  young  lads  come  hame  frae  the  mort, 
I  will  warrant  you,^'  said  Elspeth.  "Ay,  ay,  "Tibb^ 
that's  the  way  the  young  folk  guide  us,  Tibbie— leave 
us  to  do  the  wark.  and  out  to  the  play  themsella." 

"  Ne'er  a  bit  of  that,  mistress,"  said  the  Maid  of  tbs 
Mill,  stripping  her  round  pretty  arms,  and  looking 
actively  and  good-humouredly  about  her  for  aoma 
duty  that  she  could  discharge,  "but  just— I  thought 
ye  might  like  to  ken  if  they  were  coming  bacdk,  just 
to  get  the  dinner  forward."^ 

'^And  saw  you  aught  of  them,  thenT  demanded 
Elspeth. 

*'Not  the  least  tokening,"  said  Mysie,  "thoiili  I 

jt  to  the  head  of  a  knowe,  and  thoueh  the  En^iali 
..night's  beautiful  white  feather  could  have  been  seen 
over  alhhe  bushes  in  the  Shaw." 

"  The  knight's  white  feather  T*  said  dame  Gbndio* 
ning ;"  ye  are  a  sillie  hempie— my  Halbert's  high  head 
wilt  be  seen  farther  than  his  feather,  let  it  be  as  whitt 
as  it  like,  I  trow." 

Mysie  made  no  answer,  but  b^an  to  knead  dom^ 
for  wastel-cake  with  all  despatch,  ob^»^ing  that  Sit 
Piercie  had  partaken  of  that  dainty,  and  eoromeoded 
it  upon  the  preceding  daj^  And  jpresently,  in  order  to 
place  on  the  fire  the  gmile  m  iron  plate  on  which 
these  cates  were  to  be  bakeomhe  displaced  a  stew- 
pan  in  which  aomeof  llbb's  oelicacies  were  submit' 
ted  to  the  action  of  the  ki|ehen  fire.  Tibb  muttered 
betwixt  her  teeth— "And  M  is  the  broth  for  my  siel 
bairn,  that  mni^  make  room  for  thedainty  Southron*! 
wastel-bread ! .  ^It  was  a  bhthe  time  in  Wight  Wal- 
lace's day,  or  go^  King  Rnhmlst  when  the  podc- 
puddings  gat  naethmg  hers^BUiard  straQit  md 
bloody  crowns.   But  %e  will  svH^  ^^  ^^^^  >*  cni" 

£l4>eth  did  not  thiiik  it  propeflD  noiioe  these  (fi» 
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eonttntid  ezp^ei^ont  6f,*nb1>ie,  bot  ttiey  sunk  into 
her  mifid;  for  A^  was  «pt  to  consider  her  as  a  6ort 
of  authorrtjr  in  mattenof  warand  policy,  with  which 
her  former  expericfice  as  bower- woman  aLAvenel 
Castle  made  ner  better  acquainted  than  were  the 
peaceni)  inhabitants  of  the  Halidome.  She  only 
^tpokc,  however,  to  express  her  surprise  that  the  hunt- 
ers did  not  return. 

**  And  the/  come  not  back  the  sooner,**  said  Tibb, 
•*  they  win  !are  the  wnur,  for  the  meat  will  be  roast- 
ed to  a  cinder— and  theie  is  poor  Simmie  that  can 
torn  the  spit  nae  langer'  the  Dahrn  is  raelting  like  an 
icide  in  Warm  water— Gang  awa,  bairn,  ana  take  a 
mouthfol  of  the  caller  air  and  I  will  turn  the  broach 
tHl  ye  come  back." 

'  *'  Rin  up  to  the  bartiran  at  the  tower  head,  cal- 
la'Tt,"  said  Dame  ©lend  nnin;;,  "  the  air  will  be  cal- 
le»a  there  than  ony  gate  else,  and  bring  us  word  if 
our  Halbcrt  and  the  gentleman  ace  coming  down  the 
ghsn." 

The  boy  lingered  long  enough  to  allow  his  substi- 
tute, Tibb  Tacket,  heartily  to  tire  of  her  own  gene- 
rosity, and  of  his  cricket-stool  by  the  side  of  a  huge 
fire.  He  at  length  rettuned  with  the  news  that  he 
had  seen  nobody. 

The  mattier  was  not  remarkable  so  far  as  Halbert 
Glendinning  was  concerned,  for,  patient  alike  of  want 
and  of  fatigue,  it  was  ho  uncommon  circumstance 
for  hrm  to  remain  in  the  Wilds  till  curfew  time.  I?ut 
nobody  had  given  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  credit  for  be- 
iof;  80  keen  a  sportsman,  and  the  idea  of  an  Englisli- 
nran  preferring  the  chase  to  his  dinner  was  altoge- 
ther inconsistent  with  their  pre-conceptions  of  rhena- 
itvnal  character.  Amidst  wondering  and  conjectur- 
ing:, the  usual  dinner-hour  passed  long  away :  and 
the  inmates  of  the  tower,  taking  a. hasty  men]  tliem- 
selves,  adjourned  their  more  solemn  preparations  un- 
til the  hunters'  return  at  night,  since  it  seemed  now 
certain  t^at  their  sport  had  either  carried  them  to  a 
ereater  distance,  or  engaged  them  for  a  longer  time, 
than  had  been  expected. 

About  four  hours  after  noon,  arriVed,  not  the  ex- 
pected sportsmen,  but  an  unlooked-for  visitant,  the 
Sub-Prior  from  the  Monastery.  The  scene  of  the 
preceding  day  had  dwelt  on  the  mind  of  Father 
Eustace,  who  was  of  that  keen  and  penetrating  cast 
of  character  which  loves  not  to  leave  unascertained 
whatever  of  mysterious  is  subjected  to  his  inquiry. 
Ht9  kindness  was  interssted  in  the  familv  of  Glen- 
deargi  which  he  had  now  known  for  a  long  time; 
and  besides,  the  community  was  interested  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace  betwixt  Sir  Piercie  Shafion 
and  his  yonthfol  host,  since  whatever  might  draw 
pttbiic  attention  on  the  former,  could  not  fail  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  Monastery,  which  was  already 
tRreatened  bv  the  hand  of  power.  He  found  the  fami- 
lv aseemhlea  all  but  Mary  Avenel.  and  was  informed 
that  Halbert  Glendinning  had  accompanied  the  stran- 
ger on  a  dav*8  sport.  So  far  was  well.  They  had 
not  retumea ;  but  when  did  youth  and  8|>ort  conceive 
themaeltes  bound  by  8eth9ur8?  and  the  circumstance 
exdted  no  alarm  in  his  mmd. 

WilHe  he  was  conversing  with^Rdward  Glendin- 
nmc;  touching  his  progress  in  the  studies  he  bad 
pointed  out  to  him,  they  were  startled  by  a  shriek 
from  Mary  Avenel's  apartment,  which  drew  the 
Whole  family  thither  in  headlong  haste.  Thev  f  )und 
b«r  in  a  swoon  in  the  arms  of  old  Martin,  wno  was 
bitterly  accusin/f  himself  of  having  kilted  her  i  so 
indeM  it  seemed,  for  her  pale  features  and  closed 
efes  argued  rather  a  dead  corpse  than  a  living  person. 
The  whole  fatniljr  were  instantly  in  tumult.  Snatch- 
ing her  fttjm  Martin's  arms  with  the  eagerness  of 


some  knowledge  of  medicine,  hastened  to  prescribe 
iHe  readiest  remedies  which  occtured  to  him.  and  the 
t<^6ed  females  contendea  with,  and  impeaed  each 
sther,  in  their  rival  efforts  to  be  usefol. 

"  It  has  been  ane  of  her  weaiy  ghdsts,"  said  Dam^ 
OfenSinliing.  •  ,1  * 

'•*  Ii*«  jast  a  trembOHg  on  her  spirits,  as  her  blessed 
ftiotfaer  used  to  have.'^iaid  TibK 
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••  Jt's  some  ni  news  has  bo^e  ower  het,"  said  th«». 
miliars  maiden ;  while  burnt  feathers,  cold  water 
arid  all  the  usual  means  of  restoring  suspended  aoi-'. 
mation,  were  employed  alternately,  ana  with  little' 
effect 

At  length  a  new  assistant,  who  had  joined  ih^ 
group  unobserved,  tendered  his  aid  in  the  following, 
terms:— "How  is  this,  my  most  fair  DiscreiiojxT] 
What  cause  hath  moved  the  ruby  current  of  life  tO' 
rush  back  to  the  citadd  of  the  neart,  leaving  pale 
those  features  in  which  it  should  hate  deligntod  to' 
meander  for  ever  1— Let  me  approach  hcr,"ne  sai^^. 
"  with  this  sovereign  essence,  distilled  by  the  fair ; 
hands  of  the  divine  Urania,  and  powerful  to  recall 
fugitive  life,  even  if  it  were  trembling  on  the  verge  of.* 
departure." 

Thus  speaking.  Sir  Piereie  Shafton  knelt  down, 
and  most  grac^lly  presented  to  th^  nostrils  of  Mary 
Avenel  a  silver  pouncet-box,  exqui^ikly  chased,  con- 
taining a  spon^dipt  in  the  essence  which  he  reoom> 
mended  so  highly.  Yes,  gentle  reader,  it  was  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  himself  who  thus  unexpectedly  prof- 
fered his  good  otBces  !  his  cheeks,  indeed,  very  pale 
and  some  part  of  his  dress  stained  with  Diood,  but 
not  otherwise  appearing  different  from  what  he  wa» 
on  the  preceding  evening.  But  no  sooner  bad  Mary 
Avenel  opened  her  eyes,  and  fixed  them  on  the  flgurs- 
of  the  officious  courtier,  than  she  screamea  foiolly',* 
and  exclaimed,—"  Secure  the  murderer !" 

Those  present  stood  aghast  with  astonishment, 
and  none  more  so  than  theEuphuist,  who  found  him- 
self so  suddenly  and  so  strangely  accused  by  the  pa- 
tient whom  he  was  endeavoiinng  to  succour,  and  who 
repelled  his  attempts  to  yield  her  as^istaiice  with  au 
the  energy  of  abhorrence, 

"Take him  awayi'*  she  exclaimed—**  take  away 
the  murderer  1" 

"  Now,  by  my  knighthood,"  answered  Sir  Piercie.  [ 
"  your  lovely  faculties  either  of  mind  or  body  are,  0 
my  most  fair  Discretion,  obnubifaied  by  some  strange 
hallucination  !    For  ejiner  your  eyes  ao  not  discern 
that  it  is  Piercie  Shafton,  your  most  devoted  Affa- 
bility, who  now  stands  before  you,  or  else,  your  eyes 
discerning  truly,  your  mind  has  most  erronepuely 
concluded  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  some  delict  or 
violence  to  which  his  hand  is  a  stranger.    No  mur-  ^ 
der,  O  most  scornful  Discretion,  hatli  been  this  d«y  ' 
done,  saving  but  that  which  your  angry  glances  are* 
now  performing  on  your  most  devotea  captive." 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  the^  Sub-Prior,  who- 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  speaking  with  Martin  , 
apart,  and  had  received  from  him  an  account  of  the 
circumstances,  which,  suddenly  communicate^  to. 
Mary  .Avenel,  had  thrown  her  into  this  state.  •*  Sir. 
Knight  "  said  the,  Sub-Prior,  in  a  very  solemn  tone,  ' 
yet  with  some  hesitation,  "circumstances  have  been* 
communicated  to  us  of  a  nature  so  extraordinary, 
that,  reluctant  as  I  am  toexercido  such  authority  over- 
a  guest  of  our  venerable  community,  I  am  constrained 
to  refiuest  from  you  an  explanation  of  ihem.  1  ou  left, 
this  tower  early  in  the  morning,  accompanied  by  a. 
youth,  Halbert  Glendinning,  the  oldest  son  of  tnis- 
eood  dame,  and  you  return  hither  without  him. 
Where,  and  at  what  hour,  did  you  part  oompany 
from  him  7"  ,    „ 

The  Enjglish  knight  paused  for  a  moment,  and  thisn. 
replied.—  1  marvel  that  yonr  reverence  employs  so 
grave  a  tone  to  enforce  so  light  a  question.  I  parted 
with  the  villagio  whom  you  call  Halbert  Glendinning 
some  hour  or  twain  after  sunrise" 

"  And  at  what  place,  1  pray  you  7"  s^id  the  monk.. 
In  a  deep  ravine,  where  a  fountain  rises  at  the 
base  of  a  huge  rock :  an  earth-born  Titan,  which- 
heaveth  up  its  gray  head,  even  as" 

"  Spare  us  flirther  description,"  said  the  Sub-Prior ' 
"we  know  the  spot.  But  that  youth  hath  not  sin^v 
been  heard  o^  and  it  will  foil  on  you  to  account  for 
him." 

"  My  bairn  I  my  bairn !"  exclaimed  Dame  Glen- 
dinning. "  Tes,  holy  fbther,  make  the  TiQain  aoQOnnl' 
for  myl>aJm  f* 

"  I  swear,  good  woman,  by  bread  end  by  wu\m\  ' 
which  are  the  props  of  pur  lifo** 

^Swesr  b^  Whie  and  wastel-bre^d,  for  these  tL 
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Jm  9i>0M  -of  (hf  Iiie,^^tboa  gnedf  Southron!"  said 
Dnnio  Gnenainnmg  :—*  a  bate  belty-god,  tn  come  Ifere 
to  eat  the  best,  and  practind  on  our  uvea  that  give  it 
to  him  r* 

**  I  tell  thee,  woman,"  aaid  Sir  Pierde  Shafton, 
'I  did  but  go  with  thy  ton  to  the  hunting." 

"A  black  nunting  i:  has  been  to  him,  poor  bairn," 
rtpUedTtbbi  **and  sae  I  said  it  wad  prove  since  I 
mat  aaw  the  false  Southron  snout  of  tliee.  Little 
good  cornea  of  a  Pi^cie'a  hunting,  from  Chevy  Chace 
till  now." 

** Be  silent,  woman  "  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "and  rail 
opt  upon,  the  English  knight:  we  do  not  yet  know 
of  any  thing  beyond  suspicion. 

**  We  will  have  his  heart's  blood !"  said  Dnme 
Gtendinning;  and,  seconded  by  the  faithful  Tibbie, 
she  made  such  a  sudden  onslaught  on  the  unlucky 
Eophuist,  as  must  have  terminated  in  something 
aenous,  had  not  the  monk,  aided  by  Mysie  Happer. 
interuosed  to  protect  him  from  their  fury.  Edward 
had  left  the  apartment  the  instant  the  disturbance 
broke  out,  and  now  entered,  sword  in  hand,  followed 
by  Martin  and  Jasper,  the  one  having  a  hunting-»pear 
in  his  hand,  the  other  a  cross-bow. 

**  Keep  the  door,"  he  aaid,  to  his  two  attendants ; 
'*' shoot  him  or  atab  him  without  mercy,  should  he 
•ttempt  to  break  forth;  if  he  offers  an  escape,  by 
Heaven  be  shall  die  r 

"How now,  Edward,"  said  the  Sub-Prior;  "how 
k  this  that  yoix  so  far  forget  yourself?  meditating 
violence  to  a  guest,  and  in  my  presence,  who  repie- 
•ent  your  liege  lord?" 

Edward  stepped  forward  with  his  drawn  sword 
aa.hia  hand.  Pardoti  me,  reverend  father."  he 
«cid,  *'but  in  this  matter  the  voice  of  nature  speaks 
louder  and  stronger  than  yours.  I  turn  my  8W(»rd'8 
point  against  this  proud  man,  and  I  demand  of  him 
>the  blood  of  my  brother--the  blood  of  my  father's 
■•on— «f  the  heir  of  our  name!  If  he  denies  to  give 
me  a  trae  account  of  him*  he  shall  not  deny  me 
<^engeance.** 

'EUnbarranai  aa  he  was.  Sir  Piercic  Shafton 
•ahowed  no  personal  fear.  Put  up  thy  sword,"  he 
.••aid,  "young  man,;  not  in  the  aame  day  does  Pier- 
•cie  Shafton  contead  with  two  peasants.' 

"Hear  him!  be  coofessea  the  deed,  holy  father," 
-Mid  Edward. 

**Be  patient,  my  sob,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  en- 
•dtfavoonng  to  soothe  the  feelings  which  he  could  not 
•otherwise  control,  "^be  paAient— thou  wilt  attain  ihe 
ends  of  justice  better  through  my  means  than  thine 
own  violence-jAnd  you,  women,  be  silent— Tibb, 
remove  your  misireae  ana  Mary  Avenel." 

"WhilcTibb,  wtththe  asaistance  of  the  other  females 
«f  the  household,  bore  the  poor  inoiherand  Mary  Ave- 
nel into  separate  apartments,  and  while  Edward,  still 
ikeeping  his  sword  in  'his  hand,  hastily  traversed  the 
ifoom,  aa  if  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton's  eacape,  the  Sub-Prior  insisted  upon  know- 
ing fh>m  the  perplexed  knight  the  particulara  which 
^6  Knew  respecting  Halbert  Qlendenning.  His  situa- 
lion  became  extremely  embarrassing,  for  what  he 
jDtght  with  safety  have  told  of  the  issue  of  their  com- 
btti  Waa  so  revolting  to  his  pride,  that  he  could  not 
l>ring  himself  to  enter  into  the  detail;  and  of  Hal- 
berths  victual  fate  he  knew,  aa  the.  reader  is  well 
aware,  absolutely  nothing. 

The  Father  in  the  tnean  while  preeacd  him  with  re- 
ononstrancea.  and  prayed  him  to  observe,  he  would 
^pcatly  prejuaice  himself  by  declining  to  give  a  full 
iAccount  of  the  traqaactions  bf  the  day.  "  Tou  can- 
inot  deny,**  he  said,  ^  that  yesterday  you  seemed  to 
<ake  the  most  violent  ofTence  at  this  unfortunate 
youth,  and  that  you  suppressed  your  resentment 
••o  suddenly  as  to  impress  us  all  with  surprise.  Last 
ini^t  you  proposed  to  him  this  day*8  hunting  party, 
and  you  aet  out  together  by  break  of  day.  Yon 
l»artea.  you  aaid,  at  the  fountain  itear  the  rock,  about 
an  hour  or  twain  after  sunrise,  and  it  appears  that 
twfore  you  parted  vou  had  been  at  strife  together. 

*•!  aaid  notao,**  replied  the  knight.  "Here  ia  a 
eoil  indeed  about  the  absence  of  a  ruatical  bonda- 
nmn,  who.  I  dare  say,  hath  ^ne  off  (if  he  be  gone) 
to  iom  the  n9M  raacally  band  of  iireebootoa !   Ve  ask 


me.  a  kni^t  of  the  PieffOf^a  liasMai  to  acooimt  tat 

auch  an  inaignificant  fugitxv«,  aDdlansweiv— I«i  me 
know  the  price  of  hia  head,  and  I  will  pay  u  to  yoar 
convent  treasurer." 

"  You'  admit,  then,  that  you  have  slaia  my  hro- 
ther  7"  aaid  Edward,  interfering  once  mora ;  "  I  will 

fireseody  show  you  at  what  price  we  Scots  ntm  the 
ivea  of  pnr  frienda  V* 

"  Peaces  Edward,  peace— I  «itreat— I  command 
thecT'  aaid  the  Sub-Prior;  "And  you,  Sir  Knight, 
think  better  of  us  than  to  suppose  vou  may  spend 
Scottish  blood,  and  reckon  for  it  aa  for  wine  aptlt  ia 
a  drunken  reveL  Thia  youth  was  no  bondaman — tboa 
well  kuowest,  that  in  thine  own  land  thou  badst  not 
dared  to  lift  thy  sword  againat  the  meanest  aab^jecf 
of  England,  but  her  laws  would  have  called  thee  19 
answer  for  the  deed.  Do  not  hope  it  will  be  other- 
wise here,  for  you  will  but  deceive  youradf.^ 

*'  You  drive  me  beyond  my  patience,**  aaid  the  Eo* 
phuist,  "  even  aa  the  over-driven  ox  ia  urged  inla 
madness !— Whet  can  I  tell  you  of  a  yonng  feUow 
whom  I  have  not  seen  since  the  second  hour  after 
sunrise?*' 

"  But  can  you  explain  in  what  circumstanoss  foa 
parted  with  himT'  aaid  the  monk. 

"  What  are  the  circumstancea,  in  the  devifa  narae, 
which  you  desire  should  be  explained ?-7for  althoo^di 
I  protest  against  this  constraint  aa  alike  unwort^ 
and  inhospitable,  yet  would  I  willingly  end  this  fraj; 
provided  that  by  worda  it  may  be  ended,"  said  tha 
knight. 

"  If  these  end  it  not."  aaid  Edward,  "  blowa  shall, 
and  that  full  speedily." 

" Peace,  impatient  boy !"  aaid  the  Sub-Prior ;  "and 
do  you.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  acquaint  me  vrhr  the 
ground  is  bloody  by  the  verge  of  the  fountain  in  Ooni- 
nan-shian,  where,  as  you  say  youraelC  you  parted  from 
HnlbertGlendinning?"  . 

Resolute  not  to  avow  his  defeat  if  possibly  beoould 
avoi  J  it,  the  knight  answered,  in  a  haughty  tone,  that 
he  suppo!^  it  was  no  unusual  thing  to  and  the  turf 
bloody  where  huntera  had  alain  a  doer. 

"  And  did  you  bury  your  game  as  well  as  kill  it  T* 
inquired  the  monk.  "\Ve  must  know  from  yon  who 
is  the  tenant  of  that  ^ve,  that  newly-made  grave, 
beside  the  very  fountain  whose  margin  is  so  deeply 
crimsoned  with  blood?— ;Thou  seest  thou  canst  not 
evade  me;  therefore  be  ingenuoua.  and  tell  us  the 
fnte  of  thia  unhappy  youth,  whose  body  ia  doubUeM 
lying  under  thai  bloody  lurt." 

"  If  it  be,"  said  Sir  Piercie,  "  they  rauat  have  buried 
him  alive;  for  I  swenr  to  thee,  reverend  father,  that 
thia  rustic  juvenal  part^  from  me  in  perfect  health. 
Let  the  grave  be  searched^  and  if  hia  body  be  fouao, 
then  deal  with  me  as  ye  list." 

"  It  is  not  my  sphere  to  determine  thy  fate,  Sir 
Knight,  but  that  of  the  Lord  Abbot,  and  the  ri^t 
reverend  Chapter.  It  ia  but  my  duty,  to  collect  snch 
information  as  may  best  possess  their  wisdom  with 
the  mattera  which  nave  chanced." 

"  Might  I  preaume  so  far.  reverend  father,"  saidths 
knight,  "  I  should  wish  to  know  the  author  and  evi- 
denoe  of  all  theaeuspiciona,  so  unfoundedly  utgai 
againat  me  T* 

^It  ia  soon  told^"  said  the  Sub-Prior;  "nor  do  I 
wish  to  disguise  it,  if  it  can  avail  you  in  your  defeooe 
This  maiden,  Mary  Avenel,  apprehending  thkt  yoa 
nourished  malice  againat  her  toater-broth^  under  a 
friendly  brow,  did  adyiaedly  send  op  the  old  dma, 
Mar^in.Tackct,  to  follow  your  footstepa,  and  to  pre- 
vent mischief.  But  it  seems  that  yoiu*  evil  pa^ataai 
had  outrun  precaution ;  for  when  he  came  to  thenot, 
guided  bv  your  footsteps  upon  the  dew,  he  found  owt 
the  bloody  tuif  and  the  new-covered  grave ;  and  af- 
ter  long  and  vain  search  through  the  wUda  aitet  Hal- 
bert and  youraelf,  he  brougm  back  the  sorrowful 
news  to  her  who  had  sctfl  him?* 

"Saw  he  not  my  doublet,  I  pray  you?"  aaid  Sff 
Piercie;  "for  when  I  camsrto  myaeli;  I  found  that  I 
waa  wrapped  in  my  cloak,  but  without  my  under  gar- 
ment, aa  your  reverence  may  observe," 

5o  saying,  he  apened  hia  dpak.  forgetting,  frith 
hia  characteriatical  incqnsiattfift](f  that  he  showed  bis 
•hurt  stained  with  blood.'  ^~^^0  <^"^ 
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**Hnw !  cruel  man,"  said  the  monk^  when  he  ob* 
Knred  this  confirmation  of  hia  suspicions ;  "  wilt 
thou  deny  the  giiilt,  even  while  thou  bearest  on  thy 
person  the  blood  thou  hast  shed?— Wilt  thou  longer 
ieny  that  thy  rash  hand  has  robbed  a  mother  of  a  son, 
nir  community  of  a  vassal,  the  Qu(t>n  of  Scotland 
Bf  a  liege  subject?  and  what  canst  thou  expect,  but 
that,  at  the  least,  we  deliver  thcc  up  to  England,  as 
undeserving  our  farther  protection  7 

*'  By  the  Saints !"  said  the  kniuht,  now  driven  to  ex- 
tmnity,  "if  this  blood  be  the  witne$is  a$;ain8t  me,  it 
ia  but  rebel  blood,  since  this  morning  at  sunrise  it 
ftowi'd  within  my  own  veins." 

"How  were  that  possible,  Sir  Piercic  Shafton," 
nid  the  monk,  "since  I  see  no  wound  from  whence 
it  can  have  flowed  }" 

"That."  said  the  knight,  "is  the  most  mysterious 
part  of  the  tranaaction— See  here !" 

So  saying,  he  undid  his  shirt  collar,  and  opening 
his  bosom,  showed  thesiml  ihrou;;h  which  lisilherl's 
tword  had  passed,  but  already  cicatrized,  and  bear- 
uiR  the  appearance  of  a  wound  lately  hcalLtl. 

This  exhausts  mypatience,  Sir  Knight,*'  said  the 
Sub-Prior,  '*  and  is  adding  insult  to  violence  and  in- 
jury. Do  vou  hold  me  for  a  child  or  an  idiot,  that 
yon  protend  to  make  me  believe  that  the  fresh  blood 
with  which  your  shirt  is  stained,  flowed  from  a 
wound  which  has  been  healed  for  vfwk^  or  months? 
Unhappy  mocker,  thinkest  thou  thus  to  blind  us? 
Too  well  do  we  know  that  it  is  the  blood  of  your 
▼iciim,  wrestlin}^  with  you  in  the  desperate  and  mor- 
tal struggle,  which  has  thus  dyed  your  apparel." 

The  fcniglit,  after  a  moment's  recollection,  said  in 
reply,  *'l  will  be  open  with  you,  my  lather— hid  tin>5«i* 
men  stand  out  of  ear-shot,  and  1  will  tfll  you  all  I 
know  of  this  mysterious  business;  and  muFu.*  not. 
^ood  father,  though  it  may  pass  thy  wit  to  expound 
It,  for  I  avouch  to  you  it  ia  too  dark  for  mine  own." 

The  tnonk  commanded  Kdward  and  the  two  men 
to  withdraw,  assuring  the  former  (hnt  his  confer- 
ence with  the  prisoner  should  be  brie^  and  giving 
him  permission  to  keep  watch  at  the  do^ir  of  tiic 
■pariinent ;  without  whu^h  allowance  he  inight,  per- 
haps, have  had  sonie  ditliculty  in  procuring;  iiis  ali- 
■ence.  Edward  had  no  sooner  left  the  chainbcr,  than 
he  despatched  messengers  to  one  or  two  famili(;sof 
the  Halidome,  with  whose  vnw  his  brother  and  he 
sometimes  a.-^sociaii^d,  to  tell  them  that  Hall>rtrt  Glen- 
dinning  had  been  murdere<l  by  an  En;{lishman,  and 
to  require  them  to  repair  to  the  Tower  <>f  Glendearg 
without  delay.  The  duty  of  revenge  in  such  caiws 
was  held  so  sacred,  that  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
they  would  instantly  come  with  such  assi.Mance 
■s  would  ensure  the  detention  of  the  prisoner.  He 
then  locked  the  doors  of  the  tower,  both  inner 
and  outer,  and  also  the  pate  of  the  court-yard.  Hav- 
ing taken  these  precautions,  he  made  a  hasty  visit  to 
this  females  of  the  family,  exhausting  himself  in  ef- 
forts to  console  them,  and  in  protestations  that  he 
would  have  vengeance  for  his  murdered  broilier. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Now,  bf  Ofir  Lnij,  RheriflT.  'tia  liRnl  mr.knninff, 

That  I,  wiih  pvery  oddit  or  birlli  ami  baniiir. 

Hlitmid  bo  iletain'il  hcru  for  tliit  rmtur;!  deuUi 

or  m  wild  fbrnnter.  wlioi«  ytmoat  liovinf 

]<  but  Uie  bniTXVi  burkle  of  Uio  b^lt 

In  wliitili  bo  Ntick*  hi«  iMdfc-kinfo.— Olc(  P/ty. 

While  Edward  was  making  preparations  for  se- 
curing and  punishing  the  supposed  murderer  of  his 
brother,  with  an  intense  thirst  for  vengeance  which 
had  not  hitherto  shown  itself  as  part  of  his  charac- 
ter. Sir  Piercie  Shafton  made  such  communications 
as  If  pleased  him  to  the  Sub-Prior,  who  listened  with 
great  attention,  though  the  knight's  narrative  was 
none  of  the  clearest,  especially  as  his  self-conceit  led 
him  to  conceal  or  abritjoe  the  details  which  were  no- 
eessary  to  render  it  intelligible. 

'*  Y*M  are  to  know,"  he  said,  "reverend  father,  that 
this  rustical  juvenal  having  chosen  to  offer  me,  in 
tifu!  preBPnce  of  your  venenhie  Superior,  yourself,  and 
Tihpr  excellent  and  worthy  penons^  besides  the  nam- 
lof  Mmry  Aveael,  whom  I  term  my  Diacniioa  in  ill 


honour  and  kindneaa,  a  gross  insult,  rendered  yet  mors 
intolerable  by  the  time  and  place,  my  just  resentment 
did  so  gain  tfie  mastery  over  my  discretion,  that  I  re- 
solved to  allow  him  the  privileges  of  an  eciual,  and 
to  indulgft  him  with  the  combat. ' 

"But,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "you  still 
leave  two  matters  very  obscure.  First,  why  the 
token  111*  presented  to  you  gave  you  so  much  oMeiice, 
as  1  with  others  witnessed;  and  then  again,  how  (he 
youth,  whom  you  then  met  for  the  first,  or.  at  least, 
the  si^coiid  time,  knew  so  much  of  your  liistory  as 
enabled  him  so  gR>ntly  to  move  you." 

The  knight  coloured  very  deeply. 

"For  your  first  query,  he  said,  "most  reverend 
father,  we  will,  if  you  please,  pretermit  it  as  nodiing 
essential  to  the  ina'llKr  in  hand;  an<l  for  the  second— 
I  prottst  to  yau  that  I  know  as  little  of  his  means  of 
knowKnlsie  as  you  do.  and  that  I  am  well-nigh  per- 
suaded he  deals  with  Sathanas,  of  which  more 
anon.— WlU,  sir— In  the  evening,  I  failed  not  to  veil 
my  purpose  with  a  pleasant  brow,  as  is  (he  custom 
amoni^si  us  mnriialists,  who  never  display  the  bloody 
colours  of  defiance  in  our  countenance  until  our 
hand  is  armed  to  fight  under  them.  1  amused  the 
fair  Uiscnnion  with  some  canzoncttes,  and  other 
toys,  which  could  not  but  be  ruvishinij;  to  her  inex- 
perienced ears.  1  arose  in  the  morning,  met  mv 
anta'^onist,  who,  to  say  truth,  for  an  inexperienf*C'«l 
viIlai;io,  roinportid  himself  as  stoutly  as  I  could 
hnve  desired,— So  coming  to  the  encounter,  rnverond 
s:r,  I  did  try  his  m-^rthi  with  s«)me  half-a-fiozen  of 
downright  uasse.o,  with  any  one  of  whir-ii  I  could 
have  h(>en  inroii;{h  his  body,  only  that  I  was  loth  to 
tiiUe  so  fat:d  an  advantage,  but  rather,  inixing  merry 
with  my  just  ind!;i;nat:un,  stu::i'-d  to  inflict  upon  hin'i 
some  llcsh-woimtl  of  no  very  fatal  quality.  Ihit,  sir, 
in  the  nrdxt  of  niy  clenicncy,  he,  being  instigated,  I 
think,  by  the  devil,  did  follow  up  his  first  ofTciice  wiiU 
some  insult  of  tlie  s'line  nature.  Whereupon  btjing 
eager  to  punish  him,  I  made  an  estramaxone,  and  my 
foot  slipping  at  the  same  time,— not fn)in  anv  fatdt  of 
fenco  on  my  part,  or  any  advantage  of  skill  on  tii~, 
hut  the  devfl  liaving,  as  I  said,  taken  up  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  lhegrassUiiigslipp(!ry,--ereI  recovered 
mv  position  I  encountoro^]  his  sword,  which  ha  had 
advanfit^,  with  my  undefenrled  per.««on.  so  that,  as  I 
think,  1  was  in  some  sort  nin  through  the  budy.  My 
juvenot.  U'ing  beyond  measure  appalie<l  at  his  own 
unexpected  and  unmerited  success  in  this  strange 
encounter,  takes  the  flight  and  leaves  me  there,  ana 
I  fall  into  a  dead  swoon  for  the  lack  of  the  blood  I 
had  lost  so  foolishly— and  when  I  awake,  as  from  n 
sound  sleep.  1  find  inysi-lf  lying,  an  it  like  you.  wrapt 
up  in  my  cloak  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  birch-trees 
which  stand  together  in  a  clump  near  to  ihisplaec. 
1  feel  my  limbs,  and  experience  little  pain,  hut  mucli 
weakness— I  put  my  hand  to  the  wound— it  wa^ 
whole  and  skinned  over  as  you  now  see  it— I  rise  and 
come  hither:  and  in  these  words  you  have  my  whole 
day's  story." 

^  I  can  only  reply  to  so  strange  a  tale, '  answered 
the  monk,  "that  it  is  scarce  possible  that  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton  can  expect  me  to  creilit  it.  Here  is  a  quar- 
rel, the  cause  of  which  vou  conceaL— a  wound  re- 
ceived in  the  morning,  6t  which  there  is  no  recent 
appearance  at  sunset,— a  grave  filed  up,  in  which 
no  body  is  depositc-d,— the  vanquished  found  alivcand 
well,~ihe  victor  d<tparted  no  man  knows  whither. 
These  things,  Sir  Knight,  hang  not  so  well  together, 
that  I  shoulil  receive  them  at  gospel." 

"  Reverend  father,"  answered  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
"  I  pray  you  in  the  first  place  to  observe,  that  if  1  oflLr 
peaceful  and  civil  justification  of  that  which  I  have 
already  averred  to  be  true,  I  do  so  only  in  devout  de- 
ference to  your  dress  and  to  jrour  order,  protesiinu, 
(hat  to  any  other  opposite,  savins:  a  man  ot  rtdigion, 
a  lady,  or  my  liM^e  prince,  I  would  not  deign  to  sup- 
port that  which  I  had  once  attested,  oiherwisi:  than 
with  the  point  of  my  good  sword.  And  so  mucn  be- 
ing premiS4.>d,  I  have  to  add,  that  1  can  but  gasv  m^ 
hcmouT  aft  a  ^etv\\«ff\tv\v  tiw^  xw^  \^\^  ^^fc-a.^-a.'^x^N^ 

'  you  have  ViawwveA  Vft.^^s^9^\V^'5^>r*^^^^^^^ 
.uidMttMbMnniA.'^  ^ 
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**  It  U  a  deep  aiwrtlofi,  Sir  EnigfhC  aoawer^d  the 
Sub-Prior :  **  yet,  bethink  you,  it  fs  only  an  aaeer- 
tion,  and  that  no  reason  can  be  allegted  why  thinga 
•hould  be  believed  which  are  so  contrary  to  reaaon. 
Let  me  pray  to  you  to  say  whether  the  grave,  which 
has  been  ieen  at  your  place  of  combat,  was  open^ ' 
or  closed  when  your  encounter  took  place  T* 

"Reverend  father,"  aaid  the  knight,  "I  will  veil 
fVom  you  nothing,  bat  show  vou  each  secret  of  my 
'bosom;  even  as  the  pure  fountain  revealeth  the 
amalleet  pebble  which  graces  the  sand  at  the  bottom 
of  its  crystal  mirror,  and  as"— 

"  Speak  in  plain  term&  for  the  love  of  heaven  I** 
•aid  the  monk  t  "  these  holiday  phrases  belong  not 
to  solemn  affairs— Was  the  grave  open  when  the  con- 
flict began  T* 

"  It  was,"  answered  the  knight,  •*  I  acknowledge 
it :  even  as  he  that  acknowledgeth'* — ^ 

*'  Nay,  I  pray  you,  fair  son,  forbear  these  simili- 
tudes, and  observe  me.  On  yesterday  at  even  no 
grave  was  found  in  that  place,  for  old  Martin  chanced, 
contrary  to  his  wont,  to  go  thither  in  quest  of  a  stray- 
ed sheep.  At  break  of  day,  by  your  own  confession, 
a  grave  was  opened  in  that  spot  and  there  a  combat 
was  fought—onlv  one  of  the  combatants  appears,  and 
he  is  covered  with  blood,  and  to  all  appearance  wound- 
le8S."^Here  the  knight  made  a  gestureof  impatience. 
— "  Nay,  fahrson,  hear  me  but  one  moment— the  grave 
18  closed  and  covered  by  the  sod— 'what  can 'we  be- 
lieve, but  that  it  conceals  the  bloody  corpse  of  the 
fallen  doelliatr 

"  By  Heaven,  it  cannot  !*'  said  the  knight.  "  mileee 
the  Juvenal  hath  slain  himself,  and  buried  himself, 
in  order  to  place  roe  in  the  predicament  of  hb  mur- 
derer." 

"The  grave  shall  doubtless  be  explored,  and  that 
by  to-morrow's  dawn,"  said  the  monk;  "I  will  see 
it  done  with  mine  own  eyes." 

*'  But,"  said  the  prisoner,  "  I  protest  against  all 
evidence  which  may  arise  fVom  its  contents,  and  do 
insist  beforehand,  that  whatever  may  be  found  in 
that  grave  shall  not  prejudicate  me  in  my  defence. 
I  have  been  so  haunted  by  diabolical  deceptions  in 
this  matter,  that  what  do  1  know  but  that  the  devil 
may  assume  the  form  of  this  rustical  juvenal  in  order 
'  to  procure  me  farther  vexation  1—1  protest  to  you, 
holy  father,  it  is  my  very  thought  that  there  is  witch- 
craft in  all  that  hath  befallen  me.  Since  I  entered 
into  this  northern  land,  in  which  men  say  that  sorce- 
ries do  abound,  I,  who  am  held  in  awe  and  regard 
even  by  the  prime  gallanu  in  the  court  of  Feliciana, 
have  been  here  bearded  and  tannted  by  a  clod- tread- 
ing clown.  I,  whom  Vieentio  Saviola  termed  his 
nimblest  and  most  agile  disciple,  was,  to  speak 
briefly,  foiled  by  a  cow-boy,  who  knew  no  more  of 
fence  than  is  uaed  at  every  country  wake.  I  am  run, 
ae  it  aeemed  to  me,  through  the  body,  with  a  very 
•ufilctent  stoecata.  and  famt  on  the  spot;  and  yet, 
when  I  recover,  I  tmd  mveelf  without  either  wem  or 
wound,  and  lacking  nothing  of  my  apparel,  saving 
mv  murray'Ootoiired  doublet^  slashed  with  aatiu, 
which  I  will  pray  may  be  mquired  after.  lest  tl%e 
devil,  who  transported  me,  ahould  have  dropped  it 
in  his  passage  among  some  of  the  trees  or  busbee— 
k -being  8  choice  ana  most  fanciftil  piece  of  raiment, 
which  1  wore  for  the  first  time  at  the  Queen's  pa- 
geant in  Southwark." 

"Sir  Knight,"  aaid  the  monk^  "you  do  again  go 

^  Mtray  twm  this  matter^    I  inquire  of  yon  respecting 

that  which  coneema  the  life  or  Another  roan,  and,  it 

f»ay  be,  touches  your  own  also,  and  yea  answer  me 

widi  the  tale  of  an  old  doublet!" 

"Old!"  exclaimed  the  knight;  "now,  by  thejods 
•nd  samta,  if  there  be  a  gallant  at  the  British  Coort 
more  fanctfolly  oonaiderate,  and  more  considerately 
lincuul^  mors  quaintly  cunous.  and  more  curiously 
quaint  in  frequent  changes  of  all  rich  articlea  of  ves- 
ture, becoming  one  who  may  be  accounted  point-de- 
vice a  courtier,  I  will  give  you  leave  to  term  me  a 
•lave  and  a  liar." 

The  monk  thou£[ht,  but  did  not  say,  that  he  had 
already  acquired  r^t  to  doiAt  the  veracity  of  dtie 
Eunhuiat,  conaidenng  the  marvelloua  tale  which  he 
bad  told.   Yet  hia  own  strange  adaaiui^  mm!  ilwt 


of  Father  PU^  iwM  tw  \A§  mmd,  md  Ibvbada 
bis  coming  to  anv  coneluaion.  He  eom^ted  biik- 
self,  therefore,  with  obeerving,  that  these  were  cer- 
tatnlj;  strange  Inckienta,  and  requested  to  know  if  Sr 
Piercie  Shafton  had  any  other  reason  for  suspecting 
himself  to  be  in  a  manner  so  pardcularly  selected  Sot 
the  sport  of  sorcery  and  witchcraft. 

**Sir  Sub-Prior,^  said  the  Rnphuist,  ''die  hmM 
extraordinary  circumatanoe  remains  behind,  whidi 
alone,  had  I  neither  been  bearded  in  dispute,  nor 
foiled  in  eombat,  nor  wounded  and  cured  in  the  spvcs 
of  a  few  hours,  wouM  nevertheless,  of  itsdil  and  with- 
out any  other  corroborative,  have  compelled  me  to  be- 
lieve myself  the  subject  of  some  malevolent  fascina- 
tion. Reverend  sir.  it  is  not  to  your  ears  that  wien 
should  tell  tales  oi  love  and  gallantry,  nor-  is  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  one  who,  to  any  ears  whatsoever,  b 
wpnt  to  boast  of  his  fair  acceptance  with  the  (^mioi 
and  prime  beauties  of  the  court:  insomuch  that  a 
lady,  none  of  the  least  resplendent  eonsteUattons 
which  revolve  in  that  hemisphere  of  honour,  plea- 
sure, and  beauty,  but  whose  name  I  hem  pretermit, 
was  wont  to  call  me  her  Tadtwnity.  Neverthdesih 
truth  must  be  spoken ;  and  I  cannot  but  allow,  aetht 
general  report  of  the  court,  allowed  in  oaropa,  and 
echoed  back  by  city  and  ooontry,  that  in  the  alacrity 
of  the  accost,  the  tender  dehcacy  of  the  regard,  the 
faeetiousness  of  the  address,  the  adopting  and  piir* 
suing  of  the  fancy,  the  solemn  close  and  the  graced 
fall-ofT,  Piercie  Shafton  waa  accounted  the  only  gal- 
lant of  the  tin^  and  ao  well  accepted  aiBonflat  the 
choicer  beauties  of  the  age,  thit  no  silk-boeea  revel- 
ler of  the  preeence-chambsr,  or  pinned  toaster  of  the 
tilt-yard,  approached  him  by  a  bow's-fength  in  the 
ladies'  regard,  bein^  the  mark  at  which  everr  well- 
born ana  generous  juvenal  aimeth  his  shaft.  Never- 
theless, reverend  sb,  having  found  in  thin  rude  place 
something  which  by  blood  and  birth  might  be  timed 
a  lady,  and  being  desirous  to  keep  my  gallant  humour 
in  exercise,  as  well  as  to  show  mf  sworn  devotion 
to  the  sex  m  general,  I  did  shoot  off  some  arrows  of 
compliment  at  this  Mary  Avenel,  termini;  her  my 
Discretion,  with  other  quaint  aind  weU-imaginsa 
courtesies  rather  bestowed  out  of  my  bounty  than 
warranted  by  her  merit,  or  perchance  like  unto  the 
boyish  fowler,  who,  rather  than  not  exercise  his  bini- 
piece,  will  shoot  at  crows  or  magpies  for  lack  of  becBer 
game" 

*'  Mary  Avenel  is  much  obliged  bv  your  nottoa^" 
answered  the  monk;  *'  but  to  what  doea  all  thia  de- 
tail of  past  and  present  gallantry  conduct  oaT' 

**  Bfarry,  to  this  oonchision,"  answered  the  kni^ 
**  that  either  this  my  Discretion,  or  I  myself^  am  htds 
leaa  than  bewitched  t  for,'  mstead  of  receiving  mr 
accoat  with  a  gratified  bow,  answering  my  ragatd 
with  a  suppressed  smiley  accompanying  my  falltnaeff 
or  departure  with  a  slight  sigh,— hcmour*  with  whkh 
I  protest  to  you  the  noblest  dancers  and  praodast 
beauties  in  Feliciana  have  graced  mv  poor  aerricea.— 
she  hath  paid  me  aa  HtUe  and  aa  cola  raeard  aa  if  I 
had  been  some  hobnailed  clown  of  theee  bleak  roonn- 
taina  I  Nay,  this  very  day.  while  I  waa  in  the  act  of 
kneeling  at  her  feat  la  render  her  the  auccoura  of  this 
pungent  quintessence  of  purest  spint  distilled  by  the 
faireat  hands  of  the  court  of  Fdiciana,  ahe  pmhed 
me  from  her  with  looks  which  savoured  of  repug- 
nance, and,  aa  1  think,  thiuat  at  me  with  her  foot  ai 
if  to  spurn  me  from  her  presence.  These  thangs,  ra- 
verend  father,  are  strange,  portentous,  nntmtoral,  and 
befall  not  hi  the  current  of  mortal  afihiny  biif  an 
symptomatio  of  aorcery  and  foacioation.  So  that, 
having  giveD  to  your  reverence  a  perfect,  8imi>le,  and 
plain  account  of  all  that  I  know  concerning  this  nat- 
ter, I  iMve  it  to  your  wisdom  to  solve  what  may  bs 
found  aohible  in  the  aame,  it  being  my  purpoab  to- 
morrow, vrith  the  peep  of  dawn,  to  aot  wrward  to- 
wards EdinhMrgh." 

"  I  grieve  to  be  an  intemiDtioB  to  pourdeeigna.  Sir 
Knight,"  said  the  monk,  ^  out  that  pmpoae  of  thist 
may  hardly  be  folfitled." 

"  How,  reverend  father  F'  said  the  knight  with  an 
air  of  the  utmost  adrpiiae}  "if  ^hatyoaaayrBneoti 
nqr  departure,  nndaratand  that  it  fimtt  be^  u>r  I  hiaw 
•ofSMlfvdiU'*  I 
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**  Sir  Kcugli^V'  x«H«nitid  th«  Suh-Mim  **I  nuift 
)nce  more  repeat,  this  cannot  be.  antil  toie  Abbot's 
>lcaflure  be  known  in  the  matter. 

^  Reverend  sir,''  said  the  knight  drawing  himself 
tp  with  great  di^ty.  "  I  desire  my  hearty  and  thanki- 
ul  commendations  to  the  Abbot;  but  in  thia  matter 

have  nothing  to  do  with  his  reverend  pleasure,  da- 
ligning  only  to  consult  my  own." 
^*  Pardoq  me,'*  said  the  Sub-Priorj "  theLordAbBot 
lath  in  this  matter  &  voice  potential" 

Sir  Pierci^  Shaftors  colour  hagan  to  rise—"  I  mar- 
'eU"  he  said,  "  to  hear  your  reverence  talk  thua— 
Yhat!  wiU  yoiL  for  the  imagined  death  of  a  rude 
9w-bom  frampier  and  wrangler,  venture  to  impinge 
ipoa  the  liberty  of  the  kinwrnan  of  the  bouse  of 
*iercie.7** 

•*  Sir  Knight,"  returned  the  Sub-Prior,  civilly,  *Vyour 
iigh  lineage  and  your  kindling  anger  will  avail  yon 
lothing  in  this  matter— You  snail  not  come  here  to 
«ek  a  shelter,  and  then  spill  our  blood  as  if  it  were 
rater." 

"I  tell  yo«,"  said  the  knight,  "once  more,  as  I 
lave  told  you  already,  that  there  was  no  hbed  spilled 
mt  mine  own !" 

"  That  remains  to  be  proved,"  replied  the  Sub-Prior  j 
'we  of  the  community  of  Saint  Mary's  of  Kanna- 
^nhair,  use  not  to  take  fairy  talea  in  exchange  for  the 
ivea  of  our  liege  vassals." 

••  We  of  |he  nonae  of  Piercie,"  answered  Shafton, 
'brook  neither  threats  nor  restraint— I  aay  1  will 
ravel  to-morrow,  happen  what  may !" 

"  And  I,"  answered  the  Sub-Pnor,  in  the  same 
one  of  determination,  *'  aay  that  I  will  break  your 
oumey,  come  what  may  r 

**  Who  shaU  gainsay  me,"  said  the  knight,  "  if  I 
nake  my  way  by  force  V* 

"  You  will  Judge  wisely  to  think  ere  you  make  such 
in  attempt,"  answered  the  monk,  with  comjposure; 
*  there  are  men  enough  in  the  Halidome  to  vindicate 
ts  rights  over  those  who  dare  to  infringe  them." 

**  My  cousin  of  Northumberland  will  know  bow  to 
eviuige  this  usage  to  a. beloved  kinaman  so  near  to 
lis  blood,"  said  the  Englishman. 

*'  The  Lord  Abbot  will  know  how  to  protect  the 
ights  of  his  territory,  both  with  the  temporal  and 
ipirituat  sword,"  said  the  monk.  "  Besides,  consider, 
vere  we  to  send  you  to  vour  kinsman  at  Alnwick  or 
fVarkwortli  to-morrow,  he  dare  do  nothing  but  trans- 
nit  you  in  letters  to  the  dueea  of  England.  Bethink, 
>ir  Knight,  that  yon  atand  on  slippery  ground,  and 
irill  act  most  wisely  in  reconciling  yourself  to  be  a 
>ndoner  in  this  place  until  the  Abbot  shall  decide  the 
natter.  There  are  armed  men  enow  to  countervail 
ill  your  efforts  at  escape.  Let  patience  and  resijgna- 
ion,  therefore,  arm  yon  to  a  necessary  submission." 

So  saying,  he  dapped  his  hands,  and  called  aloud. 
Sdward  entered,  'accompanied  by  two  young  men 
irba  bad  already  joined  him,  and  were  well  armed. 

"  Edward,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  **  you  will  supply 
he  English  knight  herd  in  this  spence  with  suiuole 
ood  and  acconHnodatioo  for  the  night  treating  him 
^th  as  much  kindness  as  if  nothing  had  happened 
TetweeQ  yon.  But  yon  will  place  a  sufficient  guard, 
md  look  carefully  that  he  make  not  his  escape. 
Should  he  attempt  to  break  forth,  resist  him  to  the 
ieath ;  but  in  no  other  case  harm  a  hair  of  his  head, 
IS  you  shall  be  answerable." 

Edward  Glendinning  repiiedr-***  That  I  may  obey 
roar  commands,  reverend  sir,  I  will  not  again  offer 
myself  to  this  person's  presence;  for, shame  it  were 
:o  me  to  break  the  peace  of  the  Halidome,  but  nor 
eas  abame  to  leave  my  brother's  death  unavenged." 

As  he  spoke  his  lips  grew  livid,  the  blood  fbrsook 
^is  cheek,  and  he  waa  about  to  leave  the  apartxpent, 
nrhtti  the  Sub-Prior  recalled  him,  and  said  in  a  solemn 
tone,—"  Edward,  I  haive  known  ym  from  infancy— I 
^ave  done  what  lay  within  my  reach  to  be  of  use  to  yon 
—I  say  nothing  of  what  you  owe  to  me  aa  the.repreaen- 
lative  of  your  apirftual  Suoerior— I  aay  nothingof  the 
duty  from  the  vassal  to  the  Sob-Prior— But  Father 
Bostaee  expects  from  the  nuptl  whom  he  has  nurtured 
—he  cxpecta  from  Edward  Glendinning,  that  he  will 
not,  by  any  deed  of  sudden  violence,  however  justified 
in  mt  own  mind  by  the  provocation,  break  through  the 


raspact  dip9  to  pulbHe^ialKSB,  of  IhAt  wkidk  hekas  n 
eapeeial  right  to  claim  from  hifi." 

^'  Fear  nothing,  my  reverend  fathei;  for  so  in  as 
bundled  sooaea  may  l  well  term  you,"  said  the  young 
man ;  "  fear  not,  I  would  aay,  that  I  will  in  any  thinit 
diminish  the  respect  I  owe  to  the  venerable  oomm»* 
nity  by  whom  we  have  so  long  been  protected,  fai 
leea  that  I  will  do  aught  which  can  be  pe  -sonally  leaa 
than  respectful  to  you.  But  the  bkxNi  of  my  brothai 
must  not  cry  for  vengeance  in  vain— yotir  reverenot 
knpwa  our  Bord^  creed." 

"Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  wiU 
requite  it«' "  aQs^renxi  the  monk.  "The  heathenish 
custom  of  dcndiy  fisud  whieh  prevails  in  this  land,, 
through  which  each  man  seeks  veiweance^at  his  own 
hand  when  the  death  of  a  friend^or  kmaman  has 
chanced,  hath  alrmfdy  deluged  oar  vales  with  tho 
bk>od  of  Scotuahmen.  spilled  by  the  handaof  coun^ 
trymen  and  kindred. '  It  were  endleaa  to  count  up  thsi 
fatal  results.  On  the  Eaatera  Border,  the  Horaea 
are  at  feud  with  the  Swintona  and  Cockbumai  ia 
our  Middle  Marcliea,  the  Scotta  and  Kerra  have 
spilled  as  much  brave  blood  in  domeetio  feud  ad 
might  have  fouffht  a  pitched  field  in  England,  could 
they  have  but  forgivea  and  forgotieO  a  caaual  ren-*« 

Xter  that  olaced  their  names  m  opposidon  to  each, 
r.  On  the  weat  frontier,  the  Johnatonea  are  at 
war  with  the  MaxweUa,  the  Jardinea  with  the  Be[\% 
drawing  with  them  the  flower  of  the  country,  which 
should  place  their  breaats  as  a  bulwark  against  Eng« 
land,  into  private  and  bloody  warfare,  of  which  it  la 
the  only  end  to  waste  and  impair  the  forces  of  th« 
country,  already  divided  in  itself,  Do  not,  ray  dear 
son  Edward,  permit  this  bloody  prehidice  to  master 
your  mind.  1  cannot  aak  you  to  think  of  the  crime 
supposed  aa  if  the  blood  spiUed  had  been  leas  dear  to- 
you— Alas  I  I  know  that  is  impoasible. ,  But  I  do 
require  ybu,  in  proportion  to  your  interest  in  the  aap  • 
posed  Bufferer,  (for  aa  yet  the  whole  ia  matter  of  sup 
position,)  to, bear  on  your  mind  the  evidence, on 
which  the  guilt  of  the  accused  person  must  be  tried. 
He  hath  spoken  with  me.  and  I  coaieaa  hia  tale  ia  so 
extraordinary,  that  I  ahouid  have,  without  a  aK>ment'a 
hesitation,  rejected  it  as  incredible,  but  (hat  an  affair 
which  chanced  to  myself  in  thia  very  gUn— More  of 
thp*  another  time— Suffice  it  for  the  present  to  say, 
tl) at  from  what  I  have  myself  experienoi^  I  deem  it 
possible,  that,  extraordtpary  as  Sir  Piercie  Shafton'a 
story  may  seem,  I  hold  it  not  utterly  in^possible.". 

**  Father,"  said  Edward  Olenduming,  when  he 
saw  that  hia  preceptor  paused,  unwilling  farther  to* 
explain  upon  what  grounds  he  waa  inclined  to  give  a 
certain  degree  of  credit  to  Sir  Piercie  Shafton'a  story, 
while  he  admitted  it  as  improbable— "Father  to  me 
you  have  been  ia  every  sense.  You  know  that  my 
hand  grasped  more  readily  to  the  book  than  to  the 
sword;  and  that  I  lacked  utterly  the  ready  and  bold 

spirit  which  distinguished" Here  hia  voice  fal* 

tered,  and  he  paused  for  a  moment,  and  then  went  on 
with  resolution  and  rapidity— "I  wouU  say,  that  I 
waa  unequal  to  Halbert  in  promptitude  of  heart  and 
of  hand;  but  Halbert  is  gon^  and  I  atand  his  repra* 
sentative,  and  that  of  my  father— hia  aucceaaor  in  all 
his  righta,"  (while  he  said  thia  hia  eyes  ahot  i&r&)  i 
"  and  bound  to  assert  and  maintain  them  aa  he  would 
have  done— therefore  I  am  a  changed  man,  increaaed 
in  courage  aa  in  my  rights  and  pretensions.  And, 
reverend  father,  respectiuUy,  but  plainly  and  firmly 
do  I  say,  hia  blood,  if  it  has  been  shed  by  this  man. 
shall  be  atoned— Halbert  ahall  not  aleep  neglected 
in  hia  lonely  grave,  as  iif  with  him  the  spirit  of  my 
father  had  ceased  tor  ever.  His  blOud  flows  in  rov 
veins,  and  while  his  haa  been  poured  forth  unrequited.  • 
mine  will  permit  me  no  rest.  My  poverty  and  mean- 
neaa  of  rank  shall  not  avail  the  lordly  murderer. 
My  calm  nature  and  peaceful  atudiea  ahall  not  be  hia 

Frotection.  Even  the  obliimtiona,  holyfinher,  which 
acknowledge  to  you,  shall  not  be  hia  protection.  I 
wait  with  patience  the  judgment  of  the  Abbot  and 
Chapter,  for  the  slaughter  of  one  of  their  moat  an- 
ciently deeoended  vaaaala.  If  they  do  light  to  my  . 
brother's  memory,  it  is  well.  But  mark  me,  father 
if  they  ahall  fail  in  rendering  me  that  juatioe,  I  bear 
a  heart  aod  a  hand  which»  though  I  Wa  mat  such 
46» 


TBKHOirAaTRRf. 


^nxf.XXWJL 


ntvenitiei,  «•  eapibla  of  remedyiBg  Mdi  tii  ortor. 
He  who  takes  up  nif  brother*!  ■ocoMsion  nntM 
•▼enge  hie  de«th. 

The  monk  perceived  with  eonmie,  that  Edward, 
with  his  extreme  diffidence,  humilitjr,  and  obedient 
asfltduitv,  for  such  were  his  general  charactefietics. 
had  BtiU  boiling  in  his  veins  the  wild  principles  of 
those  from  whom  he  was  descended,  and  by  whom 
he  was  sorrounded.  His  eyes  sparkled,  his  frame 
was  agitated,  and  the  extremity  of  his  desire  of  ven- 
geance seemed  to  give  a  vehemence  to  his  manner  re- 
sembling the  restlessness  of  joy. 

*'  May  Ood  help  us,"  said  Father  Eustace,  **for, 
frail  wretches  as  we  are,  we  cannot  help  ourselves 
under  sudden  and  strong  temptation.— Edward.  I  will 
tolv  on  your  word  that  you  do  nothing  rashly.*' 

*  That  will  I  not,**  said  Edward,— "that,  my  better 
than  father,  I  surely  will  not.  But  the  blood  of  my 
bfother-— the  tears  of  my  mofhef— and— and— and  of 
Mary  Avenel.  shall  not  be  shed  in  vain.  1  will  not 
deceive  you,  fathef^if  this  Piercie  Shafton  hath  slsin 
my  brother,  he  dies,  if  the  whole  blood  of  the  whole 
house  of  Piercie  were  in  his  veins.*' 

There  was  a  deep  and  solemn  determination  in  the 
utterance  of  Edward  Glendinning,  expressive  of  a 
woted  resolution.  The  Sub-Prior  sighed  deeply,  and 
fl>r  the  moment  yielded  to  circumstances,  and  urged 
the  acquiescence  of  his  pupil  no  farther.  He  com- 
manded lights  to  be  placed  in  the  lower  chamber, 
which  for  a  time  he  paced  in  silence. 

A  thousand  ideas,  and  even  difTering  principles,  de- 
bated with  each  other  in  his  bosom.  He  greatly 
doubted  the  English  knight*s  account  of  the  duel, 
and  of  what  had  followed  it  Yet  the  extraordinary 
and  supernatural  circumstances  which  had  befallen 
the  Sacristan  and  himself  in  that  very  glen,  prevented 
him  from  being  abaolutely  incredulous  on  t^ie  score 
of  the  wonderful  wound  and  recovery  of  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton,  and  prevented  him  from  at  once  condemn- 
ing as  impossible  that  which  was  altogether  impro- 
liable.  Then  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  control  the 
fraternal  aflectlons  of  Edward,  with  respect  to  whom 
lie  felt  something  like  the  keeper  of  a  wild  animal, 
a  lion's  whelp  or  tiger's  oub,  which  he  has  held  un- 
der his  command  from  infancy,  but  which,  when 
Krown  to  maturity,  on  some  sudden  provocation  dis- 
jflays  his  fangs  and  talons,  erects  his  crest,  resumes 
Ins  Bfivage  nature,  and  bids  defiance  at  once  to  his 
ke'^oer  and  to  all  mankind. 

How  to  restrain  and  mitigate  an  ire  which  the  uni- 
versal example  of  the  times  rendered  deadly  and  in- 
vfiterate,  was  sufficient  cause  of  anxiety  to  Father 
Eustace.  But  he  had  also  to  consider  the  situation 
of  his  community,  dishonoured  and  degraded  by  sub- 
mitting to  suffer  the  slaughter  of  a  vassal  to  pass 
unavenf^^ ;  a  circumstance  which  of  itself  might  in 
those  difficult  times  have  afforded  pretext  for  a  revolt 
among  their  wavering  adherenta,  or,  on  the  other 
nand,  exposed  the  community  to  imminent  danger, 
should  ihey  proceed  against  a  Mibjecc  of  England  or 
high  degree,  connected  with  the  house  of  Northum- 
berland, and  other  northern  families  of  high  rank, 
who,  as  they  possessed  the  means,  could  not  be  sup- 
posed to  lack  inclination,  to  wreak  upon  the  patri- 
mony of  Saint  Mary  of  Kennaquhair,  any  violence 
which  might  be  ofTered  to  their  kinsman. 

In  either  case,  the  Sub-Prior  well  knew^  that  the 
ustensibte  cauw  of  feud,  insurrection,  or  incursion, 
being  once  aflbrded.  the  case  would  not  be  ruled 
either  by  reason  or  oy  evidence,  and  he  groaned  in 
spirit  wneu;  upon  counting  up  the  chances  which 
aiose  in  this  arobiguouB  dilemma,  he  found  he  had 
only  a  choice  of  difficulties.  He  was  a  monk,  but 
he  felt  also  as  a  man,  indignant  at  the  supposed 
slaughter  of  young  Glendinning  by  one  skiltul  in 
all  the  pracoce  ot  arms,  in  which  the  vassal  of  the 
Monaster/  was  most  likely  to  be  deficient;  and  to 
aid  the  resentnumt  which  he  felt  for  the  loss  of  a 
votcth  vhom  he  had  known  from  infancy,  came  in 
full  force  the  sense  of  dishonour  arising  to  his  com- 
munity from  passing  over  so  gross  an  insult  una- 
venged. Then  the  light  in  which  it  might  be  viewed 
»y  those  who  at  present  presided  in  the  stormy  Court 
At  Bcotlaad,  attached  as  they  were  fi»  the  Refimiift- 


tlon,  and  allied  br  common  faith  und  oommon  inte- 
rest with  Ctueen  Elizabeth,  was  a  formidable  aul  * 
of  apprehension.  The  Sfub-Prior  well  knew 
they  lusted  after  the  revenues  of  the  church,  (to  ex- 
press it  in  the  ordinary  phraae  of  the  religious  of  thi 
time,)  and  how  readily  they  would  graap  at  such  a 
pretext  for  encroaching  on  those  of  St.  Mary's,  aa 
would  be  afforded  by  tb<e  sufTering  to  paas  unpuniaaed 
(he  death  of  a  native  Scottishman  bv  a  Catholie 
Englishman,  a  rebel  to  Queen  EliiabetL 

On  the  other  hand,  to  deliver  up  to  Ei_„._ , 

which  was  neariy  the  same  thing,  to  the  Scocci  _ 
administration,  an  English  knight  leagued  with  tha 
Piercie  by  kindred  and  political  intrigue,  a  faithful  fol- 
lower of  the  Ca  tholic  Church,  who  h  ad  fied  to  the  Han- 
dome  for  protection,  was  in  the  estimation  of  tHe  Suh- 
Prior,  an  act  most  unworthy  in  itself,  and  tneriting 
(he  malediction  of  Heaven,  besides  being,  moreover, 
fraught  with  great  temporal  risk..  If  thegovemmeBt 
of  Scotland  waa  now  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  ol 
the  Protestant  party,  the  Q.ueen  was  stUl  a  Catholic, 
and  there  was  no  knowing  when,  amid  the  auddcA 
changea  which  agitated  that  tumultuous  country,  she 
might  find  herself  at  the  head  of  her  own  affairs,  and 
able  to  protect  thoae  of  her  own  faith.  Then,  if  the 
Court  of  England  and  its  Queen  were  zealoualv  Pv^ 
testant,  the  northern  counties,  whose  ftiendsnip  ot 
enmity  were  of  most  consequence  in  the  first  instancs 
to  the  community  of  St.  Mary's,  contained  many  Ca- 
tholics, the  heads  of  whom  were  able,  and  must  ba 
supposed  willing,  to  avenge,  any  injui7  auflered  by  Six 
Piercie  Shafton. 

On  either  side,  the  Sub-Prior  thinking,  according 
to  his  sense  of  duty,  most  anxiously  for  the  aaisdr 
and  welfare  of  hia  Monastery,  saw  the  greatest  ruK 
of  damage,  blame,  inroad,  and  confiscation.  Tbt 
only  course  on  which  he  could  determine  was  to 
stand  by  the  helm  like  a  resolute  pilot,  watch  every 
contingence,  do  Ijis  best  to  weather  each  reef  and 
shoal,  and  commit  the  rest  to  Heaven  and  hia  pa- 
troness. 

Ab  he  left  the  apartment,  the  knight  called  after 
him,  beseeching  he  would  order  his  trunk-maOs  to  be 
sent  into  his  apartment,  understanding  he  was  to  bs 
guarded  there  for  the  niglit,  as  he  wished  to  maka 
aome  alteration  in  hia  apparel  • 

•  Fnperf^tks  Osttina  Centvf.^-mt  Plereie  flhafloD**  ef- 
treme  fov«  of  drMi  was  ui  atuibutt  of  tiM  eogreomb*  of  thk 
period.  TIm  ditpky  nuide  bjr  tiMir  (bratethera  waa  in  tha  aa» 
bert  of  their  reUouo  {  bui  an  Um  actual  inHtiMkca  oC  Ui«  aobilily 
began  to  b«  mstraiited,  both  in  Pranoe  and  fioffland,  bj  Uie  ta> 
creasinf  pownr  of  tlie  crown,  tha  indnlcenee  of  Tanlty  in  pe^ 
tonal  di«plar  beoama  nore  loorriioata.  Ttiara we  anany  alliioai 
to  this  ehonfa  of  caaoas  ia  Shalupaara  aari  ochar  IraBStii 
wriiara,  where  the  reader  mar  find  mention  jnatk  of 
"  Bond*  tnUr*d  lal* 
For  fj  apparel  agaioit  Um  trlamph  day.** 

Jonton  Jafonna  oa.  tbat  for  tha  fliat  antraaea  ot  a  sallaBL 
••  'twer«  rood  jou  tamed  four  or  (kve  huadred  aetaa  of  jam  ben 
Ifind  into  two  or  three  trunks  of  apparaL^'— £wnr  Hmm  aitf^f  AH 
Humour. 
In  Uta  Mamorie  of  tha  Sonarrilla  flunlljr,  a  cnriaaa  inelaait 


oecuni  of  Uiis  fashionable  speeiea  of  axtraracanca.  la  the  Mir 
1387,  when  James  V.  broucht  over  hia  short-Uvad  brida  iiiMa 
Prance,  the  Lord  8«)nwrvilie  of  the  day  was  so  profosa  in  tha 


expense  of  his  apparel,  Hiat  the  money  whieh  ha  borrowed  at 
the  eeeaaion  was  eompansated  by  a  penielaal  anaoity  oflhiaa* 
score  pounds  Scottish,  payable  out  of  the  hmtnif^jf  CarowaA 
till  doomsday,  which  was  assifned  by  the  craditor  to  Ssiai 
Mafdalen's  Chai)el.  By  this  de^  expanse  the  Ltiitl  Sbmerrillt 
had  rendered  himself  so  florioaa  ia  appard,  that  the  Kior.  wha 
saw  ao  brave  a  reliant  ant«r  the  fats  of  HolyiDod,  ftiOowed  W 
only  two  pans,  called  upon  several  of  the  eoattiara  to  aseartaia 
who  it  could  be  who  was  so  richly  dressed  and  so  alifhtly  al 
tended,  and  h^  was  not  reeofnised  until  he  entered  tha  weesaei 
chamber.  "  Yoa  an  very  brava,  my  kwd.**  aaid  tlia  Krof ,  as  h» 
received  his  bomaae s  "but  where  araaii  yoarmanaadatiea^ 
anu  ?"  The  Lord  SomcrviUa  readily  aoswared,  **  If  it  pkeia 
your  Majesty,  here  tftey  are,**  poinUnf  to  the  laoe  that  was  oa 
his  own  and  hia  pn«ee'  clothes ;  whereat  tha  Klnr  lanflied 
heartily,  and  havina  siwied  the  flnary  more  aaarlyrbade  imi 
have  away  with  it  alU  aod  lac  him  have  hia  atout  basd  of  apiaa 


aiain, 
Tlw 


_  Jtere  ^s  a  aeene  In  lonion's  *'  Bverr  Man  out  of  hia  Hamqar," 
(Act  IV.  Scene  •,)  ni  which  aEaphalst  of  tha  time  flvea  as  a» 
count  of  tha  cAbeta  of  a  daal  on  the  elottaaa  mt  hiowfdf  aad  Mi 
oppooeol,  and  aever  deparu  a  ayUabIa  tt»m  tha  oatalofaaer 
his  wardrobe.  We  shall  insert  it  in  evidence  that  tha  fiVPSV 
of  our  ancestors  was  not  inferior  to  that  of -our  own  time. 

"  Fuatidim.    Good  ftith jianio 
I*!!  s<xpiaint  you  with  a  diobraBo 


w  you  «>aak  of  a  <mr^ 
t  hapHMMd  bek«a«a^ 


Cwaf.XXfttLI 


TEfiB  MOH  AOTfeRT. 


"  A/,  ay,"  bM  the  moDk,  muttenng  as  he  went  up 
the  winding  etftfr.  cany  him  his  truinperjr  with  all 
despatch.  Alas !  that  man  with  so  man  v  noble  objects 
of  pursuit^  win  amuse  himself  like  a  jackanape,  with  a 
looed  jerkm  and  a  cap  and  bells !— I  must  now  to  the 
melancholy  work  of  consoling  that  which  is  well- 
nigh  inconsolable,  a  mother  weeping  for  her  firsts 
horo.*' 

Advancing,  after  a  gentle  knock,  mto  the  apartment 
of  the  women,  he  foun4  that  Mary  Avenel  had  re- 
tired to  bed,  extremely  indisposed,  and  that  Dame 
Glondinning  tmd  Tibb  were  mdulging  their  sorrows 
by  the  side  of  a  decaying  fire,  and  by  the  light  of  a 
small  iron  lamp,  or  cruize,  as  it  was  termed.  Poor  Els- 
peth's  apron  was  thrown  over  her  head,  and  bitterly 
did  she  sob  and  weep  for  "  her  beautiful,  her  brave, 
—the  very  image  of  her  dear  Simon  Glendinning, 
the  stav  of  her  widowhood  and  the  support  of  her 
old  age.^' 

The  faithful  Tibb  echoed  her  complaints,  and, 
more  violently  clamorous,  made  deep  promises  of 
revenge  on  Sir  Piercie  ShaftoiL  **  if  there  were  a  man 
left  in  the  south  that  could  draw  a  whinger,  or  a 
woman  that  could  thraw  a  rape."  The  presence  of 
the  Sub-Prior  imposed  silence  on  these  clamours. 
He  sate  down  by  the  unfortunate  mother,  and  essayed, 
by  such  topics  as  his  religion  and  reason  suggested, 
to  interrupt  the  ctirrent  otDame  Glendinning's  feel- 
ings; but  the  attempt  was  in  vain.  She  listened, 
indeed,  with  some  little  interest,  while  he  pledged  his 
word  and  bis  influence  with  the  Abbot,  that  the  fa- 
mily which  had  lost  their  eldest-born  by  means  of  a 
^[uest  received  at  his  command,  should  experience 
particular  protection  at  the  hands  of  the  community; 
ind  that  the  fief  which  belonged  to  Simon  Glendin- 
ling  should,  with  extended  bounds  and  added  privi- 
iegea,  be  conferred  on  Edward :  but  it  was  only  for  a 
rery  brief  space  that  the  mother's  sobs  were  appa- 
rently softer,  and  her  grief  more  mild.  She  soon 
t>lamed  herself  for  casting  a  moment's  thought  upon 
world's  gear,  while  poor  Halbert  was  lying  stretched 
n  his  bloody  shirt.  The  Sub-Prior  was  not  more 
fbrtunate,  when  he  promised  that  Halbert's  body 
*  should  be  removed  to  hallowed  ground,  and  his 
»oul  secured  by  the  prayers  of  the  church  in  his  be- 
lalf.'*  Grief  would  nave  its  natural  course,  and  the 
roice  of  the  comforter  was  wasted  in  Vain. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


09  ii  at  UbMty. 


hav*  featttied  for  Mm  I 
-iftlwUw 


Find  and  comlemn  me  for't,  Mine  Uving  waoehat. 
Some  honott-hoarted  maid*  will  aiiur  nur  dirfo, 
Aad  tell  to  nMinory  mj  d«ath  wai  noMe, 


Some  honott-hearted  maid* 

Aad  tell  to  memory  mj  dea 

Dyiar  almoet  a  mutjr.-'Two  NoUt  Ktntmtn. 

Ttn  Sub-Prior  of  Saint  Mary's,  in  taking  his  de- 
>arture  from  the  spence  in  which  Sir  Piercie  Shafton 
kvaa  confined,  ana  in  which  some  preparations  were 
nade  for  his  passing  the  night,  as  the  room  which 
night  be  most  conveniently  guarded,  left  more  than 

aMandmywI/.BfrPwitMvolo.  Y«kw»whinifl«liMldiMme 
Jm— Siffoiur  Luculento. 

«■  Pwif.  Laculentoi  What  inaatpieioui  chance  interpoaed  it* 
Nir  to  jmt  two  love* 9 

**  A«f.  Paitb,  eir.  tlio  eame  that  nmdeml  Afatnarnnon  and 
rmat  Tlietii^  mm  }  but  let  thecaiue  esoaue.  sir.  He  nnC  me  a 
challenge,  mist  with  fome  few  braves,  which  I  reatnred,  and,  in 
ine.  wa  met.  Now  indeed,  eir,  I  must  tell  voo,  he  did  offer  at 
\t9t  wwrj  daspemtely,  iMit  withoat  jadgment ;  fbr  look  jroa,  sir. 

eaat  mvself  ioto  this  Afwe ;  now  ho  eawa  violently  on,  and 
irithal  advaoeing  his  rapier  to  strike.  I  thuaght  to  have  took  his 
irm.  fbr  he  had  leA  his  body  to  mr  eleetion,  and  I  was  sure  Ite 
-.oehl  not  reeoTer  his  guard.  Sir,  I  mist  my  porpnee  in  liis  arm, 
«ahod  his  doublet  ataevea,  ran  htm  close  br  th^  left  cheek,  and 
hroii^  his  hair.  He,  again,  light  aie  here— 1  had  oa  a  told  cable 
Mt-tNkod.  then  new  come  up,  about  a  murrer  French  hat  I  had  i 
:«ta  my  hat-band,  and  yet  it  was  massy  ffotdsmith's  work,  cuts 
ny  l>rmi,  Which,  by  good  fortune,  being  thick  embroidered  with 
•uld  twist  and  spangles.  disappointedT  the  Ibree  of  the  Uow  ( 
•ererUieless,  it  grazed  oo  my  shoulder,  lakes  me  away  »lx  purls 
>f  an  Italian  cut- work  band  I  wore,  cost  ma  thiee  powds  io  the 
Sxchange  but  three  days  befbra— — 

**  Pimm.   This  was  a  itfaafeancomlar. 

"  fteH.  Nay.  C5«  aball  hear,  sir.  With  tMi,  w«  both  Ml  «Bt 
md  breathed.  Now,  upon  the  second  sign  of  his  assault,  I  ba- 
MK>k  ma  to  mr  fitrmar  aranner  of  defence ;  lie.  on  the  other  side, 
'       1  hit  iKMly  to  the  same  danger  as  before,  and  (bllows 


w  stm  «^th  blm  {  ^«tt  I.  haiiif  lotM  to  laka  ttaa  deadly  Mhao. 


one  perplexed  person  betilnd  him.  There  wm  ooii«, 
nected  with  this  chamber,  and  opening  into  it,  a  smau 
outshot,  or  projecting  part  of  the  buudin^  oceupiea 
by  a  little  sleeping  apartment,  which  upon  ordinary 
occasions  was  that  of  Mary  Avenel,  and  which,  in 
the  unusual  number  of  guests  who  ha  J  come  to  tlia 
tower  on  the  former  evening,  had  also  accommodated 
MysieHapper,  the  Miller's  daughter;  for  anciently« 
as  well  as  m  the  present  day.  a  Scottish  house  wa* 
always  rather, too  narrow  and  limited  for  the  extent 
of  the  owner's  hospitality,  and  some  shin  sikI  con- 
trivance was  necessary,  upon  any  unusiial  occasion» 
to  ensure  the  accommodation  of  all  the  guests. 

The  fatal  news  of  Halbert  Olendinoing's  deaths 
had  thrown  all  former  arrangements  into  confusion. 
Mary  Avenel,  whose  case  required  immediate  ,atten* 
tion,  Ijad  been  transported  into  the  apartment  hitherto 
occupied  by  Halbert  and  his  brother,  as  the  lauer  pro- 
posed to  watch  all  night,  in  order  to  prevent  the  es- 
cape of  the  prisoner.  Poor  Mysie  had  been  altogether 
overlooked,  and  had  naturally  enough  betaken  heiseU 
to  the  little  apartment  which  she  had  hitherto  occu- 
pied, ignorant  that  the  spence,  through  which  lay  the 
onl/ access  to  it,  was  to  be  the  sleeping  chamber  of 
Sirriercie  Shafton.  The  measures  taken  for  securing 
him  there  had  been  so  sudden,  that  she  was  iu>t  a  wars, 
of  it,  until  sBe  found  that  the  other  females  had  been 
removed  firom  the  spence  by  the  Sub-Prior's  direction, 
and  haviiig  once  missed  the  opportunity  of  retreating 
along  with  them,  bashfuloeas,  and  the  high  respect 
which  she  was  taught  to  bear  to  the  monks,  preventea 
her  venturing  fortn  alone,  and  intruding  herself  oa 
the  presence  of  Father  Eustace,  while  in  secret  con- 
ference with  the  Southron.  There  appeared  no  reme- 
dy but  to  wait  till  their  interview  was  over ;  and,  as 
the  door  was  thin,  and  did  not  shut  very  closely,  ahs 
could  hear  every  word  which  passed  betwixt  them. 

It  thus  happened,  that  without  any  intended  intru- 
sion on  her  part,  she  became  privv  to  the  whole  coii- 
versation  of  ihe  Sub-Prbr  and  the  English  knight, 
and  eould  also  observe  from  the  window  of  her  httb 
retreat,  that  more  than  one  of  tlie  young  men  sum* 
moned  by  Edward  arrived  successively  at  the  tower. 
These  circumstances  led  her  to  entertain  most  serioiu . 
apprehension,  that  the  life  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  wtm 
in  great  and  instant  peril. 

Woman  is  naturally  compassionate,  and  not  lest 
willinglv  so  when  vouth  and  fair  features  are  on  the 
side  of  him  who  claims  her  sympathy.  The  hond- 
some  presence,  elaborate  dress  and  aodresa  of  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton,  which  had  failed  to  make  any  fis- 
vourable  impression  on  the  grave  and  loftv  charac- 
ter of  Mary  Avenel.  had  completely  dazzled  and  be* 
wildercd  the  poor  Maid  of  the  Mill.  The  knight  bsd 
perceived  this  result,  and,  flattered  by  seeing  that  his 
merit  was  not  universally  underrated^  he  had  bestow- 
ed on  Mysie  a  good  deal  more  of  his  courtesy  thaa 
in  his  opmion  her  rank  warranted.  It  wm  not  esse 
away,  but  received  with  a  devout  sense  of  his  con* 
dcscension,  and  with  gratitude  for  his  persons!  no* 
tice,  which,  joined  to  tier  iesrs  for  bis  safety,  sod  ths 

tagethat  lay  before  mo  of  his  left  side,  made  a  kind  of  strama- 
soun,  ran  him  up  to  tlie  hilt  through  the  doublet.  Chrougli  Uia 
shirt,  and  yet  misned  the  skin.  He,  making  a  reverse  l»low,  (blls 
apon  my  embosNod  girdle,— I  liad  thrown  ofTthe  hangers  a  littla 
bufore,— strikes  otC  a  skirt  of  a  thick-laced  satin  doublet  I  luul, 
lined  with  four  taflktas,  cuts  olf  two  panes  embroidered  with 
pearl,  rends  throofh  the  drawlngt-aut  of  tisane,  aolars  tlaa  li- 
nings, and  skifM  the  flesh. 
"  C*r.  I  wonder  he  speaks  not  of  his  wrought  shirt 
"  Fast.  Here,  in  the  opinion  of  mutual  damaiPB,  ura  mmsed. 
I  proceed,  I  must  tell  yoo,  sigoior.  that  in  the  last  en- 


Bttt,ere 

counter,  not  having  leisure  to  put  off  my  silver  spurs,  one  of  the 
rowels  catched  hold  of  ths  rufltos  of  my  boot,  aad,  being  Spa- 
nish lendier  and  subject  to  tear,  overthroxrs  me.  rends  nw  two 
pair  of  silk  stockincs  that  I  put  oa,  being  somewhat  of  a  raw 
momiag.  a  peach  colour  and  another^and  strikes  me  some  h«l^ 
inch  deep  into  the  side  of  the  calf;  He  eeeiog  tlie  Wood  coma, 
prpsenUy  takes  horse  and  away  i  I  having  bound  up  ny  woumI 
with  a  piece  of  my  wrougtit  shirt 

"  Car.  O,  comes  it  in  tliers  1 

"  FM.  Ride  aAer  bim.  am:.  Ilghtinf  at  cha  on«rt«a«s  ham 
togetlier^mbraeed,  and  marched  hand  in  hand  «|>  ialo  tbt  psa* 
sence.  Was  not  this  businem  well  carried  I 

'*JfsdL  WMIt  yes;  and  by  this  ««  can  gtttss  what  appsm 
the  nntlansan  worn. 

"  Punt,  'Fora  valourl  it  was  a  deai  imaaat  bafoa  with  •sseH . 
vMolnuoo^maiotaioed  with  as  much  prowaas,  aod cadsc  Wtt^ 
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nnjura]  frnvlcrnes?  of  her  tlippoiition,  began  to  make  ;  woman  is  ftroni 
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....  _        , ..,  _.o„.. „^    ^vM..«..  .=  PnwH»;,y  bent  on  the  acconipliphiin  nt  of 

wild  work  in  her  fwart.  such  a  purpwBe,  her  wit  is  Beldom  bafllcd  by  i::fhcul- 

T.\r..'  Piiro  ir  w/^?. viry  wrnn-  in  him  to  -lay  Ilnl-  '  ti- ji.  however  cinbarrassini?. 

liorij 

that  if\w  was  fliirc  ilio  miarrd  haii  htH.MraffnV7ouni; !  drxu"r'msircomh"ck^^^^  "l"  waV'ncTJsgarv.  h.m.  " 
(Tlcn.linnins  s  r.wn  »rr-kirii;;  for  il  was  well  known  !  ihai  t^\n-  hIioisM  n-inain  whrre  the  wa?  lill  .-..  1 1, 
that  both  tli(.'g«  lu'].^  wcro  s»  taken  up  with  ihaf  Mary  J  hour,  that  all  in  tht-  tow.  r  ehouM  have  U  taken  tl 
Avi»nj*r,  that  iliey  n.  vcr  looked  at  another  hi:»»  in  the    w  Iv.  a  to  rtiose,  .  xctpiifis  tho»e  wh.»«t  duty  i| 
Hahdoine.  more  tnan  if  they  were  of  a  difRrent  de-    them  watehers.    Tlw  interval  ahe  eniployrd  i  ^ 

Fervin^  (he  ni<»v«.-nitnfs  of  rhi-  person  in  who.-e 
viro  she  was  thiisholdlv-  a  ynhmittr. 


V,i     J      ■      II  7-^''  **  V'"^  '."  '"">  ^^  ■'">  '»»'-    "'  «••  nowfver  cmbarrassinc. 
bcrt  frl.ndjiiiiinjj.    (it  wus  thus  she  ari?!Jt\i  the  case  1     The  Sub-Prior  had  not  hjinc left  the  apartment. 
with  hiTseli;)     hilt  then  ho  wa?  n  gentleman  born,    Mysie  had  devisid  a  scheme  ftr  Sir  Piereii-  Shafu 
and  a  sohher,  and  so  tvntie  and  coiin.ons  withal,    fnidom,  darim;  ind.^d,  but  bkely  to  U^ sur.-e-.-tnl 


tl 


his  manners  were  haii^shty ;  and  this  poor  yoiiiip:  ircn- 
deniun.  (who  was  habited  like  any  princf,)  banislicd 
from  his  own  land,  was  first  drawn  into  a  ouarrel 
by  a  nirie  brancler,  ami  then  persecuteil  and  like  to 
be  put  to  deathVrv  his  kin  and  allies." 

Mysie  wept  bitterly  at  the  thought,  and  then  her 
heari  rising  against  such  cruelty  and  oppression  to  a 
defenceless  stranpT,  who  diessetl  with  so  much  *«kill, 
and  spoke  with  so  much  f;rnce,  she  be;;an  to  consider 
whether  she  could  not  render  him  some  assistance  in 
liis  extremity.  ... 

Her  mind  was  now  entirely  altered  from  its  origi- 
nal pnrpost.'.  At  first  her  oiiiy  anxiety  had  been  to 
find  the  means  of  escaping  from  the  interior  apart- 
ment, without  beins  noticed  by  any  one :  but  now 
she  bi'gan  to  think  inat  Heaven  had  placed  her  there 
for  the  saifeiy  and  protection  of  the  perse<'ut»?d  stran- 
ger. She  was  of  a  simple  and  affectionate,  but  at  the 
same  time  an  alert  and  enterprising  character,  pos- 
Bcssins  "lore  than  female  sirenj^'th  of  body,  and  more 
than  female  conratje,  though  with  feelinzs  as  capable 
of  being  bewildered  with  gallantry  of  dn  ss  and  lan- 
^nia^e,  is  a  fine  gentleman  of  any  generation  would 
Jiave  desired  to  exercise  his  talents  upon.  "I  will 
wave  him,"  she  thought,  "  that  is  the  first  thins  to 
\Hi  resolved— and  then  1  wonder  what  hr  will  say  to 
the  poor  Miller's  maiden,  that  has  done  fur  him  what 
all  the  dainty  dames  in  f^ondon  or  Ilolyrood  would 
have  been  afraid  to  ifenture  upon." 

Prudence  began  to  pull  her  sleeve  as  ahe  indulged 
ppi'culations  so  haznrYl«)iiii,  and  hinted  to  her  that  thi> 
wanner  Sir  Pierci*>  Sinfton's  gratitude  might  prove, 
it  was  the  more  likely  to  l>e  fraught  with  danger  to 
his  benefactress.  .Mas!  poor  Prudence,  thou  luayst 
Bay  with  our  moral  teacher, 

"  1  {ircach  in  ever,  but  I  prcacli  io  viiin.'' 

The  Miller's  maiden,  while  you  pour  your  warning 
into  ber  unwilling  bi)xoni,  has  glanced  fit  r  eye  on  the 
pmall  mirror  by  wliich  she  has  placed  her  little  lamp, 
and  it  n'turns  to  her  a  ermni«;nanco  anrl  eyes,  pretty 
and  sparkling  at  all  times,  but  ennobled  at  present 
with  the  energy  of  expresr*!"!!!  proper  to  those  who 
have  dared  to" form,  and  stand  prepared  to  execute, 
dce<l»  of  generous  audacity. 

"Will  these  features— will  these  evp^  joined  to  the 
benefit  I  am  about  to  confer  upon  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
ton,  do  nothing  towards  removing  the  distance  of 
rank  between  us  ?■'  ..... 

Such  was  the  question  which  female  vanity  asked 
of  fancy :  and  thouuh  even  fancy  dared  not  answer 
in  A  ready  affirmative,  a  midflle  conclusion  was 
adopted— "Let  m.*  first  succour  the  gallant  youth, 
and  tnist  to  fortune  for  the  rest." 

Banishing,  th«jref«»re,  from  her  mind  every  thing 
that  was  pt-rsonjil  lo  herself,  the  rash  but  gi'mrous 
girl  turniHlher  whole  thoughts  to  the  means  of  exe- 
cuting this  enlerprifre. 

The  difliculties  which  interposed  were  of  no  ordi- 
nnr^-  nature.  The  v«  n^eance  of  the  men  of  that  c«)un- 
try,  in  cases  of  den«lly  feud,  thit  is,  in  casi'S  of  a 
ouarrel  excited  bv  the  Slaughter  of  anv  of  l!u  ir  rela- 
tion."*, was  one  ot' their  most  marked  cnaracteris'ics; 
and  Kriward,  however  grnile  in  other  reopens,  was 
^o  fond  of  his  brother,  tint  there  could  be  no  doubt 
ih:it  he  would  be  as  siijnnl  in  his  revenge  as  the  cus- 
toiuti  of  the  country  authoriyed.    There  were  to  be 


tluf 


nawii  the  i/inor  door  of  the  opaTtmcm,  \\\c  Iwo  itatcs  I  Com 
of  tlw  rower  '\isi:\{,  ar  J  the  gaie  of  i\\e  couU-vmAAVxwc.^ 
in?  th^  /irj.-.iner  wa.^  e . Iib«'Tty  ;  nn.\  lUen n  ftwyW *J^ W^^V^^ 


She  ct^uld  hear  Sir  Piiroie  ^'hafron  pace  llu 
to  and  fro,  in  retlcction  doii!irIe>s  on  hi.-»  ownj 
wani  fate  and  precarious  Kituatiun.     IJy  ai.d  f 
hennl  him   making  a  rustling  moon:;  his  ^ 
which,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  tJie  Sub-Pr=4 
been  pla&'d  in  the  apartment  to  which  he  wi 
fined,  and  which  he  was  probably  nmus 
melancholy  thoughts  by  examining  and 
Then  she  could  hear  him  resume  nia  walk  .. 
the  room,  and.  as  if  his  spirits  had  betii  so^ 
relieved  and  elevated  by  the  surrey  of  bis  ^ 

she  could  distinguish  that  at  one  turn  be  ul 

a  sonnet,  at  another  half  whistled  a  gall'iaid,  indtt 
rlie  third  hummed  a  saraband.  At  bng\h  ue  turn 
understand  that  he  extended  himaelf  on  the  ttsBM* 
rary  couch  which  bad  been  allotted  to  hiin,  alts 
mutterini'  his  prayers  hastily,  and  in  a  ahon  time  ut 
coneluded  he  must  be  fast  a:?leip. 

She  employed  the  moments  which  intervened  ia 
considrring  her  enterprise  under  every  difitrent  a» 
piet;  and  dangerous  as  it  was,  the  steady  rt-i-ic* 
which  she  took  of  the  various  perils  acoouipinyini 
her  purpose,  furnished  her  with  plausible  dcvietsfiDl 
obviatins  them.  Iw>ve  and  ginero>Jii  compassion 
wlii.h  cive  singly  such  powerful  impulse  to  tki 
female  heart,  were  in  this  case  unitea,  and  chua> 
pioned  her  to  the  last  extremity  of  hazard. 

It  was  an  hour  past  midnight.  AU  in  the  tovii 
slept  soundly  but  tnose  who  had  undertaken  tonarf 
tile  Km:li.'<h  prisoner ;  or  if  sorrow  and  suffering  droci 
slet-p  from  the  bed  of  Dame  Glendinning  and  \m 
foster-daughter,  tby^'tre  too  much  ^'rant  in  ihcff 
own  L'riefrt  to  att'>nd  to  external  sounds.  The  niem 
of  strikiti:;  liuht  were  at  bund  in  the  small  apanmcBli 
and  thus  the  Miller's  maiden  was  enalded  to  lijEht 
and  trim  a  smrdl  lamp.  With  n  trembling  sti  p  ani 
throbbins  heart,  she  undid  the  door  which  siparatfd 
her  from  the  apartment  in  which  the  Southron  kn^^i 
wascoMfine<1,  and  almost  fiinche<i  from  lier  fixed  pot- 
pnste,  when  she  found  hernelf  in  the  same  room  iriih 
the  sb  eping  prisoner.  She  scarcely  trusted  hendf 
to  look  upon  him,  as  he  lay  wrapped  in  his  cloak, 
and  fast  asks'p  upon  the  nallet  bed,  but  turned  bff 
e\e8  away  while  she  gently  pulled  his  mauile  viA 
no  more  force  than  was  just  equal  to  awaken  hi& 
He  moverl  not  until  she  had  twitched  his  cloak  • 
second  and  a  third  time,  and  then  at  Icnj^th  lookiM 
up,  was  Bl>oiit  to  make  an  cxclamatiou  in  the  m- 
dmness  of  his  surpri!*e. 

Mysie's  hashfulness  was  conquered  by  her  fin 
She  plactxl  hi  r  fingers  on  her  lips,  in  token  that  hi 
must  obs«'rve  the  most  strict  silence,  and  thenpoiniai 
to  the  door  to  intimate  that  it  was  watched. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton  now  collected  himself,  andal 
i:priglit  on  his  couch.  He  gazed  with  surprise  at 
the  graceful  figure  of  the  voung  woman  who  tMo4 
before  him ;  her  well-formed  person,  her  flowing  hiK 
and  the  outline  of  her  feaiun>fl,  shovi*ed  dimly,  tai 
yet  to  advantage,  by  the  partial  and  feeble  light'wlidl 
she  held  in  her  hand.  The  romantic  imaginatioafl 
the  gallant  would  soon  have  cfiined  some  complimoii 
prop<>r  for  the  occasion,  but  Mysie  left  him  not  timft 
"  I  come,''  she  said,  '*  to  save  your  life,  iwhich  it 
else  in  great  peril— if  you  answer  me,  s(ioak  as  low 
as  yon  can,  for  they  have  sentinelled  your  door  indl 
armed  men." 

Comeliest  of  millers'  danghiera,"  answered  St 

>NVtf)\kM^\%vv!cv«^«.«  sittinK  uph«ht  in  Ul 

.^  ^^ l^^^^^wfexA^da 
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iiQ^-  *^^m«  V.  U  «Tii  flo  I  am  under  no  tppKhcnnon  what- 
^^  ^y  c:£e:;.  Mue  of  this  roatraint,  feeing  that  it  can- 
f  ap  iormlesa  to  me.    Nathuless,  to  thtie,  O 

tr.-'    c^'-'^'"^  «.-««clinar  beauty.  I  ruturn  the  thanks  which 


'^:>jn'#  may  juatly  claim." 


^*i.'^\ 
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tromulous,  ^*  I  domirvc  no 
[gfilea;?  you  vvitl  net  hy  my  counac;!.    Edward 
^tiiK  Nnilt  wnt  for  Dan  of  ihc  Huwlct-hirat, 
i  Adiia  of  Aikenatiaw,  and  tliev  arc  come 
men  moie.  and  with  bow.  and  jack,  and 
-|j— «  I  Ui^trd  th'^in  eny  lo  each  other,  and  to 
Pic^  ..    *{%    aa  ihcy  ahffhtwl  in  the  court,  mat  they 
ft**  ^H*^2h?*'*  aiiienda  for  ihe  death  of  their  kinsman, 
Tj'  6_  .^  Jnionk'fl  cuwl  dTciuld  Amokefnr  it— And  the  vas- 
a<i  fvilruL  now,  that  the  Abliut  himaelf  dare 
in»l  thrm^  for  fiar  they  turn  heretica,  and 
to  pijf  iheir  feu-dtjtirt." 
mth"  »aid  Sir  Pit^rde  Shafton,  "it  may  bo  a 
i  irmpiaiJUTi^  and  pLTchance  the  monka  may 
emwJve^  of  troLibk  nnd  cumber,  by  handing 
*^V<er  tlie  mardi  to  Sir  John  Foster  or  Lord  Huna- 
Lhe  Etigijgh  ^ardeno,  and  ao  make  peace  with 
^  vistala  aad  with  Kfiglnnd  at  once.     Faireat 
m£^4dar!it  I  will  for  once  walk  by  thy  rede,  and  if 
^Jttdost  contrive  t^  eiiricate  me  fnim  thia  vile  ken- 


I  mil  ao  c«^kbraio  thy  wtt  and  l>eauiy.  that  the  Ba> 
*B  itfm^h  of  Raphad  d  Urbino  ahall  aeem  but  a 


^INt  m  cumpariaon  of  my  Molinara." 
*  "J  pray  you,  ihen,  be  lilvnt."  said  'the  Miller's 
V|wbi£rt  '  f^r  if  your  apeech  bctrava'ihat  you  are 
*if*k(*.  rin'  »t'h*^Ttifi  fiiiU  utterly,  ana  it  is  Iloavt^n'a 
^erev  and  Our  Lady's  that  we  are  not  already  over- 
tleard  and  diacover^d." 

"I  am  silent,"  replied  the  Southron,  "even  as  the 
Mrleaa  night— but  yet— if  this  contrivance  of  ihtni> 
endi  '         -        - 


_  .  danger  thy  safety,  fair  anil  no  less  kind 
than  lair  damsel,  it  were  utterly  unworthy  of  me  to 
aooept  it  at  thy  hand.*' 

"Do  not  think  of  mo,"  aaid  Mysia  hastily;  '*I  am 
nfi — ^I  will  take  thought  for  myself,  if  I  once  saw 
you  out  of  this  dangerous  dwelling— if  you  would 
provido  yourself  with  any  part  of  your  apparel  or 
gooda,  lose  no  time." 

Tha  knight  did^  however,  lose  some  time,  ere  he 
eould  aetile  in  his  own  mind  what  to  take  and  what 
to  abandon  of  his  wardrobe,  each  article  of  which 
ieemed endeared  to  him  by  rccoiloctitm  of  the  feasts 
and  ravela  at  which  it  had  been  exhibited.  For  some 
UtUa  while  Mysie  Ifft  him  to  make  his  selections  at 
kiaure,  for  slie  herself  had  also  aoine  preparations  to 
moka  lor  flight.  But  when,  returning  irom  the  cham- 
ber into  which  she  had  retired,  with  a  small  bundle 
in  her  hand,  she  fouml  him  still  indecisive,  she  in- 
aiaCed  in  plam  terms,  that  he  should  either  make  up 
faia  baggage  for  the  enterprise,  or  give  it  up  entirely. 
Thus  urged,  the  disconsolate  knight  hastily  made  up 
^  lew  cluthea  into  a  bundle,  regarded  his  trunk-mails 
with  a  mute  expression  of  parting  sorrow,  and  inti- 
mated his  readiness  to  wsit  upon  his  kind  guide. 

3he  led  the  way  to  the  dour  of  the  apartment, 
having  firat  carefully  extinguished  her  lamp,  and 
■otioning  to  the  knight  to  stand  close  behind  her, 
t^iped  once  or  twice  st  the  door.  She  was  at  length 
anawcred  by  Edward  Glendinning,  who  deman(tc<i 
to  know  who  knocked  within,  and  what  was  desired. 

**  Speak  low,"  said  Myaie  Happer,  "  or  you  will 
awaken  the  English  knight.  It  is  I,  Mysie  Happor, 
who  knock— I  wish  to  cet  ont-7you  have  locked  me 
1^— and  I  was  obliged  to  wait  till  the  Southron 

**  Locked  yon  up !"  replied  Edward,  in  surprise. 

"  Vea,"  anawered  the  Miller's  daughter,  "  you  have 
locked  ine  up  into  this  room— I  was  in  3Iary  Avenel's 
sleeping  apartment." 

**  And  can  you  not  remain  there  till  morning,"  re- 
plied Rdwnrd,  '*  since  it  has  so  chsnced  ?" 

"What!"  said  the  MilltVs  daughter,  in  a  tone  of 
oliended  delicacy,  "  /  n'inain  here  a  moment  longer 
than  I  can  get  out  without  discovery !— I  would  not, 
for  all  the  Halidome  of  St.  Mary'a,  remain  a  minute 
ioDfer  in  the  aa^hbourhood  of  a  man's  apartment 
thsn  J  can  help  it— For  whom,  or  for  what  do  you 
Mild  me?  Ipioaum  you,  m/Zathar'a  danghter  baa 


been  better  brooght  up  than  to  put  in  peril  her  good 
name." 

"  Come  forth,  then,  and  get  to  thy  chamber  in 
silence,"  aaid  tUlward. 

So  saying,  he  undid  the  bolt.  The  staircase  with* 
out  was  in  utter  darkness,  as  Mysie  had  befure  a^ccr' 
taini-d.  So  soon  as  she  slept  out,  she  took  hold  of 
Edward  as  if  to  aupport  herself,  thus  interposing  her . 
piTSun  betwixt  him  and  Sir  Piercie  Sliafton,  by  whom 
she  was  closely  followed.  Thus  screene<l  from  oliscr- 
vation,  the  Kiighshman  slipped  past  on  tiptoe,  unshod 
and  in  silence,  while  the  damacl  complained  to  fid* 
ward  that  she  wanted  a  licht. 

"  I  cannot  get  you  a  iignt,"  said  he,  "  for  I  cannot 
leave  ihi.*t  post ;  but  there  is  a  fire  below." 

"  I  will  sit  below  till  morning,"  said  the  Maid  of 
the  Mill;  and,  tripping  down  stairs,  heard  Fxlward 
bolt  and  bar  the  door  of  the  now  tenantless  apart- 
ment, with  vain  caution. 

At  the  foot  of  the  stair  which  she  descended^  iht 
found  the  object  of  her  care  waiting  her  farther  direc- 
tions. She  recommended  to  him  the  most  absolnti 
silence,  which,  for  once  in  his  life,  he  seemed  not  un- 
willing to  observe,  conducted  him  with  as  much  can- 
tiiin  as  if  he  were  walking  on  cracked  ice,  to  a  dark 
recess,  used  for  depositing  wood,  and  instructed  hini 
to  ensconce  himself  behmd  the  fagots.  She  heraalx 
lighted  her  lamp  once  more  at  the  kitchen-fire,  and 
took  herdistalfand  spindlo,  that  she  might  not  seen 
to  be  unemployed,  in  case  sny  one  camo  into  tho 
npnrtment.  From  time  to  time,  however,  she  stola 
towards  the  window  on  tiptoe,  to  catch  the  first 
glance  of  the  dawn,  for  the  farther  prosecution  of  her 
adventurous  project.  At  length  she  saw,  to  her  great 
joy,  the  first  prep  of  the  morning  brighten  upon  th« 
gray  clouds  of  the  east,  and,  claspins  her  hands  ti^ 
getniT,  thanked Onr  Lady  for  the  si^ht.  and  implored 
protei-tion  durinu  the  remainder  uf  her  enterprisCL 
Ere  she  had  finisned  her  prayer,  she  started  at  feding 
a  inniiV  arm  across  her  shoulder,  while  a  rough  voMt 
spoke  in  her  ear—"  What !  menseful  Mysie  of  tho 
Ann  BO  soon  at  her  prayers  7— now.  benison  on  iIm 
bo:iny  eyes  that  open  so  early  1— I'll  have  a  kiaa  fiv 
gootl-monrc}w's  sake." 

Dan  of  till!  Howlet-hirat,  for  he  was  the  gallant 
who  pnid  ^lysie  this  compliment,  suited  ihe  sction 
with  the  word,  and  the  action,  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases  of  rustic  |tallantry,  waa  rewarded  with  a  cu% 
which  Pan  rcceiVL-d  as  a  fine  gentleman  receives  a  tap 
with  a  fan,  hut  which,  delivered  by  the  energetic  arm 
of  the  Miller's  maiden,  would  have  certainly  astoniah* 
ed  a  less  robust  gallant. 

"How  now,  Sir  Coxcomb!"  said  she,  "and  mnat 
you  N*  away  from  your  guard  over  the  English  knigbL 
to  pla'jiie  quiet  folk  with  your  horsetricks !" 

'^  Truly  you  are  mistaken^  prL'tty  Mysie,"  said  thg 
clown,  "  for  I  have  not  yet  relieved  Edward  at  his  poat  | 
and  were  it  not  a  shame  to  let  him  stay  any  longer, 
by  my  faith,  I  could  find  it  in  my  heart  not  to  qnir 
you  tfuse  two  hours." 

"O,  you  have  hours  and  hours  enough  to  see  my 
one,"  said  Mysie:  "but  you  must  think  of  the  din> 
tress  of  the  honsenold  even  now,  and  get  Edward  to 
sleep  for  awhile,  for  ho  has  kept  watch  this  whola 
night." 

"1  will  have  another  kiss  first,"  answered  Dan  of 
thoHowlet-hirst. 

Kut  3Iysie  was  now  on  her  guard,  and,  conscioat 
of  the  vicinity  of  the  wood-hole,  otTered  such  stre- 
nuous resistance,  that  the  swain  cursed  the  nyniph*a 
bad  humourwith  very  unpastoral  phrase  a  ndemphaaii^ 
and  ran  up  stairs  to  relieve  the  guard  of  hia  comrade. 
Stealing  to  tliedoor,  she  heard  the  new  sentinel  hold 
a  brief  conversation  with  Edward,  after  which  tht 
latter  withdrew,  and  the  former  entered  upon  tha 
duties  of  his  watch. 

Mysie  siifll'n^  him  to  walk  there  a  little  while 
undisturbed,  until  the  dawning  became  inure  KeneraL 
by  which  time  she  supposed  he  might  have  digested 
her  covness,  and  then  pres«*nting  herself  before  tha 
watc\\tul  sci\Ui\<:V^deniaxv<^«^  qIVwvwv''^  ^^>Mi>\^  \:kV'^M^ 
outer  lower,  and  oi  \Yife  w3Wlt\-^w^  ^-V^--^  ^       _.  ^ 

"  And  lot  wh^LX.  vwv»fcr  vww««^  ^^'^J?SJ^'^ 
I    "  To  uuVk  >iie  wmik  i^^^^^^^^e-  '^^'^  ^ 


tOmAt, 


fwtan/*  taid  MMe)  **rDa  Would  not  kt^t  iIm  poor 

beasts  kepi  ia  the  byre  a'  morning,  and  the  faiaily 
ift  mich  diatreae,  that  there  iena  ane  fit  to  do  a  turn 
but  the  bjrre-woman  and  myaelfT' 
.   *'And  irhere  ia  the  bjT»-woinan  T'  aaid  Dan. 

**  Sitting  with  ine  in  the  kitchen,  in  case  tbeae  dia- 
Ireaaed  folk  want  any  thing." 
.    "There  are  the  keya,  then,  Myaia  Dorta,"  aaid  the 
MotineL 

**Many  thanka,  Dan  Nt*er-do>weel,"  anaw«ed  the 
If  aid  of  the  Mill,  and  eacaped  down  ataira  in  a  mo* 
nent. 

To  hasten  to  tne  wood-hole^  and  there  to  robe  tha 
English  knight  in  a  abort  gown  and  petticoat,  which 
ahe  liad  provided  for  the  purpoae,  was  the  work  of 
Another  moment.  She  then  undid  the  galea  of  the 
tower,  and  made  towarda  the  byre,  or  cow-houae, 
which  atood  in  one  corner  of  the  court-yard.  Sic 
Piercie  Shafton  remonatrated  against  the  delay  whiob 
tfaia  would  occaaion. 

**  Pair  and  generoua  Molinara,"  he  aaid.  "  had  we 
oot  better  undo  the  outward  gate,«nd  make  the  beat 
of  our  way  hence,  even  like  a  pair  of  aea-mewa  who 
■lake  towarda  aheltar  of  the  rocka  aa  the  atorm  wazeo 
highr 

yfe  muat  drive  out  the  cowa  first,*'  aakl  Myaie, 
*  for  a  sin  it  were  to  spoil  the  poor  widow's  cattle, 
both  for  her  sake  and  the  puir  beaata'  own;  and  I 
have  no  mind  anyone  ahall  leave  the  tower  in  a  hurry 
to  follow  us.  Bttsidea  you  must  have  your  horse,  for 
you  will  need  a  fleet  one  ere  all  be  done." 

So  aayiog,  ahe  locked  and  double-locked  both  the 
inward  and  outward  door  of  the  tower,  proceeded  to 
the  cow-houae^  turned  out  the  cattle,  and,  giving 
the  knight  his  own  horse  to  lead,  drove  them  oefore 
her  out  of  the  court-yard  gate,  intending  to  return  for 
her  own  palfrey.  But  the  noise  attending  the  first 
operation  caught  the  wakeful  attention  oi  Edward, 

Sbo  starting  to  the  bartixan,  called  to  know  what 
\e  matter  waa. 

Myaie  aoawered  with  great  readiness,  that  "  aha 
was  driving  out  the  cows,  for  that  they  would  be 
9>oiled  for  want  of  looking  to." 

"  I  thank  thee,  kind  maiden,"  aaid  Edward^**  and 
yet,"  he  added,  after  a  moment's  pauae,  "  whatdaan- 
■el  is  that  thou  hast  with  thee?" 

Mysie  waa  about  to  anawer,  when  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton,  who  appM^atly  did  not  deaire  that  the  great 
work  of  hia  liberation  ahould  be  executed  without  the 
ioteipoaition  of  hia  own  ingenuity,  exclaimed  from  be- 
neath, "I  am  abet  O  moat  bucolical  juvenal  under 
whose  charge  are  placed  the  milky  mothera  of  the 

.  **  Hell  and  darkneaa !"  exclaimed  Edward,  in  a 
transport  of  fury  «nd  astonishment,  "  it  is  Piercie 
Shafton— What !  treaaon  !  treason  !— ho  h- Dan— 
Jaaper— Martin— the  villain  escuMa  1" 

*'  To  horse  I  to  horse  I"  cried  Mysie,  and  m  an  in- 
•tant  mounted  behind  the  knight,  who  was  already 
in  the  saddle. 

Edward  caught  up  a  croMbow,  and  let  fly  a  bolt, 
which  whiatled  ao  near  Mysie'a  ear,  that  ahe  called 
to  her  companion  — "  Spur-apur,  Sir  Knight !— the 
sext  will  not  misa  us.— Had  it  beau  Halbert  instead 
01  Edward  who  bent  that  bow,  we  had  been  dead." 

The  knight  preased  his  horse,  which  dashed  paat 
the  cows,  and  down  the  knoll  on  which  the  tower 
^faa  situated.  Then  uking  the  road  down  the  val- 
ley, the  gallant  animal,  reckleaa  of  ita  double  burden, 
ioon  conveyed  them  out  of  hearing  of  the  tumult  and 
alarm  with  which  their  departure  filled  the  tower  of 
Cllendearg. 

Thus  it  strangelv  happened,  that  two  men  were 
iying  in  different  airections  at  the  same  time,  each 
aoooaad  of  being  the  other^a  murderer. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

■    Bure  he  eannot 

Be  to  muMnl/  ta  to  le«v«  im  h«i« ; 

If  he  do.  matdi  will  not  to  OMily 

TriMt  men  again. — TAc  Two  Nobtg  Kintmmi, 


Tm 


E  knight  continued  to  keep  the  good  horoe  at  a 
aa  quick  aa  the  road  petmittad,  mtil  they  had 


olaaMd  tba  ▼tlkf  •f    

the  broad  dale  of  the  Twoad, 


rroUd 


them  in  cryatal  beauty,  diaplayiiM  on  ita  uppoaiia 
bank  tha  huge  gray  Monaatery  of  St  Manr'flL  wbooa 
towera  and  pinnaclea  were  acaroe  yet  toocked  by  ths 
newly-riaan  aun,  ao  deeply  ibo' edifice  Uoa  ahnmded 
■nder  tha  mooniaina  which  riae  to  the  aouthward. 

Tumhig  to  the  lef^  the  knight  ooatiooed  his  road 
down  the  northern  bank  of  tM  river,  until  tbey  ani- 
ved  nearly  oppoaite  to  tha  weir,  or  dam-dike,  wbant 
Father  Philip  concluded  hia  extraordinary  aqaaiit 
excuraion. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  whose  brain  addom  admittcA 
more  than  one  idea  at  a  tima,  had  hitherto  poabed 
forward  without  very  diatinotly  oonaideriog  when 
he  waa  ^ing.  Bat  the  aight  of  the  Monaatery  aa 
near  to  him,  remiodad  him  that  he  waa  atill  on  da»- 
aer 
lor _,  ^ 

„^.  The  aituation  of  ma  gokle  and  deliverer  alaa 
occurred  to  him,  for  ho  waa  tu  tmm  being  ekiiei 
aelfiah  or  ungrateAiL  Ha  liateaed^  and  diacofara^l 
that  the  Millera  daughter  waa  aobbing  and  woetdt 
bitterly  as  ahe  reated  her  head  on  his  ahouldar. 

"What  aila  thee,"  he  aakl,  ''my  eeoerooa  MbB» 
nara  1— ia  there  anaht  thai  Piercie  Shafton  can  dU 
which  roar  ahow  nia  gratitode  to  hia  delivcrtrl* 
Myaie  pointed  with  her  finger  acroaa  the  rivar,  hat 
ventured  not  to  turn  her  eyea  in  that  difacttoata 
*'  Nay,  but  speak  plain,  moat  generoua  damsel,"  aaid 
the  knight,  who,  for  onoe,  waa  puizled  aa  roach  as 
hia  own  eleganoe  of  apeeoh  waa  wont  to  panda 
others,  "  for  I  swear  to  you  that  I  comprabend  noagtit 
by  the  extenaion  of  thy  fair  digit." 

**  Yonder  ia  niv  father'a  hooae."  aaid  Myaie^  in  a 
voice  i n  terrupted  by  the  incraaaed  buret  of  her  aonow. 


reroua  ground,  and  that  he  muat  neeeaaarily  piwida 
br  hia  aafetjr  by  choosing  aotne  aettled  plan  of  ea> 


tanoe 
ing 


And  I  was  carrying;  thee  diaoourteomly  to  a  dia* 
oe  from  thy  habitation  V*  aaid  Shafton,  imania- 
he  had  found  out  the  aource  of  her  grieU    ^MNTo 


-„ griet    ''Wa 

worth  the  hour  that  Piercie  Shafton,  in  atteatioa  to 
his  own  safety,  neglected  the  aooommodatkm  of  9» 
female,  far  less  of  his  moat  beneficent  Uberairiaal 
Dismount,  then,  O  kivdv  Molmara,  unkaa  thoa 
wouldst  rather  that  I  should  tranapcnt  thee  on  hora^ 
back  to  the  houae  of  thy  niolendinary  father,  wUd^ 
tf  thou  aayest  the  word,  I  am  prompt  to  do,  d^iag 
all  dangera  which  may  anae  to  ma  peraonaUy,  whe- 
ther by  monk  or  mBler." 

Mysie  Suppressed  her  soba,  and  with  oonaidataUa 
difliooltv  muttered  her  desire  to  alifdit,  and  take  her 
fortune  by  heraelC.  Shr  Piercie  Shafton,  too  devoted 
a  aqnhre  of  dameo  to  oonskkr  tlie  moat  lowly  aa  ai» 
emiMed  from  a  renectful  attention,  independeot  of 
the  claima  which  the  Miller'a  maiden  poaaeaaed  ow 
him,  diamounted  inatantly  from  hia  horae,  and  ia> 
ceived  in  hia  arms  the  poor  girl,  who  atill  wept  bit* 
terly,  and,  when  plaoed  on  tha  ground,  aeemad  aoarea 
able  to  anpport  heraeli^  or  at  leaat  atill  chnig,  ^oagk 
as  it  appeared,  tmconadooaly,  to  the  anpport  he  M 
afforded.  He  carried  her  to  a  weepiriig  bircb-trei^ 
which  grew  on  the  green-award  bank  aroimd  which 
die  road  winded,  and,  placing  her  on  the  ground  ba^ 
neath  it,  exhorted  her  to  compose  heraelt  A  Btron| 
touch  of  namral  feeling  atrugried  with,  and  haT 
overcame,  hia  acquired  aflbctaUon,  while  ha  aaid^ 
*'  Credit  me,  moot  generoaa  damael,  the  service  yoa 
have  done  to  Piercie  Shafton  ha  would  have  deemed 
too  deariy  bought,  had  he  foreaeen  it  waa  to  ooat  yoi 
theae  tears  and  aingalta.  Show  me  the  cauae  of  yoar 
grief^  and  if  I  can  do  ought  to  latnova  it,  bdlievetbtf 
the  rights  you  have  arauired  over  me  will  make  foar 
commanda  aacred  aa  thoae  of  an  empreaa.  Spewi 
then,  lair  MoHnara,  and  conmiand  him  whom  fortune 
hath  rendered  at  onoe>your debtor  aad  f^m  champion, 
What  are  your  ordera?" 

"  Only  that  yoa  will  fiy  and  aave  vouradf;"  sad 
Mysie,  mustering  up  her  utmost  eflbrta  to  utter  tbeia 
few  words. 

"Yet,"  said  the  knight,  **let  ma  mot  leave  yoi 
without  some  token  of  remembrance."  Myaie  would 
have  aaid  there  needed  none,  and  moat  truly  would 
she  have  spoken,  could  ahe  have  apdtoD  for  weepiagt^ 
"  Piercie  Shafton  ia  poor,"  he  continued.  **  bat  lei 
thiaohak  taalityhe  boottuigrali^  tohiadalivi 
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Tiw  iRnuMUir- 


He  took  from  Ills  neck  the  lAth  c^Mil  tttNl  tnadil- 
ion  we  hare  formerlv  mentioned,  and  put  it  into  the 
owerieee  hand  of  tne  poor  maiden,  wno  neither  re* 
ervea  nor  rejected  it,  but,  occupied  with  mors  inteaee 
oelings,  seemed  scarce  aware  of  what  he  was  doing. 

^  We  shall  meet  again,"  said  Sir  Piercle  iShafton, 
'  at  least  I  trust  so ;  meanwhile,  ^n^Mp  no  more,  ^r 
f  olinara,  an  thou  lovest  me.*' 

The  phrase  of  conjuration  was  btit  used  as  an  or- 
iDary  commonplace  expression  of  the  time,  but  bote 
.  deeper  sense  to  poor  Mvsie's  ear.  She  dried  her 
oars :  and  when  the  knight,  in  all  kind  and  chival- 
ous  courtesy,  stooped  to  embrace  her  at  their  partm^, 
he  rose  humbly  up  to  receive  the  proffered  honour  in 

posture  of  more  deference,  and  meekly  and  grnte- 
iily  accepted  the  oflfered  salute.  Sir  Pierde  ShaAon 
nounted  nis  horse,  and  began  to  ride  off,  but  curiosity, 
T  perhaps  a  stronger  feeling,  soon  induced  him  to 
>ok  back,  when  be  beheld  the  miller's  daughter 
tanding  still  motionless  on  the  spot  where  they  had 
•arted.  her  eyes  turned  after  him,  and  the  unheeded 
faahi  hanging  from  her  hand. 

It  was  at  tnis  moment  that  a  glimpse  of  the  real 
tate  of  Mvsie's  affections,  and  of  tbi9  motive  from 
rhich  she  had  acted  in  the  whole  matter,  glaneed  on 
»ir  Pie^cie  Shafton's^mind.  The  gallants  of  that 
ge,  disinterested,  asphing,  and  bny-minded  even 
ti  their  coicombry,  were  strangers  to  those  de- 
Tsdinc  and  mischievous  pursuits  which  are  usually 
ermea  low  amotirs.  They  did  not  "  chase  the  hum- 
le  maidens  of  the  plain,"  or  degrade  their  own  rank, 
o  deprive  rural  innocence  of  peace  and  virtue.  It 
ollowed  of  conrse,  that  as  conquests  in  this  class 
irere  no  part  of  their  ambition,  they  were  in  most 
mae»  totally  overlooked  and  unsuspectedf  left  unim- 
iroved,  as  a  modem  would  call  it,  where,  as  on  the 
iresent  occasion,  they  were  casually  made.  The 
ompanion  of  Astrophel,  and  flower  of  the  tilt-yard 
4  Feliciana,  had  no  more  idea  that  his  ^ces  and 
K>od  parts  could  attaeh  the  love  of  Mysie  Happer, 
nan  a  fltst-raie  beauty  in  the  boxes  dreams  or  the 
atal  wound  which  her  charms  may  inflict  on  some 
ittomey's  romantic  apprentice  in  the  pit  I  suppose, 
n  any  ordinary  case,  the  pride  of  rank  and  distinc- 
ion  would  have  pronounced  on  the  humble  ad- 
nirer  the  doom  which  Beau  Fielding  denounced 
gainst  the  whole  female  world.  "Let  them  look 
ind  die;**  but  the  obUgatioms  under  which  he  lay  to 
he  enamoured  maiden,  miller's  daughter  as  she  wss, 
ireetnded  the  possibility  of  Sir  Piercie's  treating  the 
natter  en  eavoHpr^  and,  much  embarrassed,  yet  a 
ittle  flattersd  at  the  same  time,  he  rode  back  to  try 
vhat  could  be  done  for  the  damsel's  relief. 

The  innate  modesty  of  pour  Mysie  could  not  pre- 
sent her  showing  too  obvious  signa  of  joy  at  Sir 
*iercie  Shafton's  return.  Sbe  was  betrayed  bv  the 
parkle  of  the  rekindling  ey^  and  a  caress  which, 
lowever  timidly  bestowea,  fjtia  could  not  help  giving 
o  the  neck  of  the  horse  which  brought  back  the  be- 
oved  rider. 

**  What  farther  can  I  do  for  you,  kind  Molinaral" 
laid  Piercie  Shafton,  himself  hesitating  and  blush- 
ng:  for.  to  the  grace  of  Queen  Bess's  age  be  it 
poxen,  ner  courtiers  wore  more  iron  on  their  breasts 
ban  brass  on  their  foreheads,  and  even  amid  their 
ranities  prsserved  still  the  decaying  spirit  of  chivalry, 
iirhich  inspired  of  yore  the  very  gentle  Knight  of 

**  Wbo  in  fab  port  wu  modett  ii  a  maid.^ 

Mysie  blushed  deeply,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground,  and  Sir  Piercie  proceeded  in  the  same  tone 
>f  embarrassed  kindness.  **  Are  you  afraid  to  return 
lome  alone,  my  kind  Molinarat^would  you  that*  I 
^ould  accompanyyoul" 

"Alas!"  said  Mysie,  looking  up,  and  her  diesk 
changing  from  scarlet  to  pale,  **I  have  no  home 
eftr 

**How!  no  homef*  said  Shafton;  "says  myge- 
serouS  Molinara  she  hath  no  home,  when  yonder 
rtands  the  house  of  her  father,  and  but  a  ciystal 
itream  between?** 

"Alas!"  answered  the  Miller's  maiden,  "I  have 
10  loager  eMier  hone  «r  ftilte.    Ue  it  t  davoted 


servam  to  the  Ahbey^  fcare ufttodrf  Ae Alibot,  mfi- 
if  I  return  home  my  father  witt  km  me." 

"  He  dare  not  injure  thee,  by  Ueaveo !''  said  Sis 
Piercie :  "  I  swear  to  thee,  by  my  hoAOur  and  knight- 
hood, that  the  foross  of  my  cousin  of  Northumber- 
land shall  lay  the  Monastery  so  flat,  that  a  horse . 
shall  not  stumble  as  he  lidea  over  it,  if  they  should 
dare  to  injoie  a  hair  of  your  head  1  Therefore  be 
hopeful  and  content,  kind  Mysinda,  and  know  yoa 
have  obliged  one  who  can  and  will  avenge  the  slight- 
est wrong  offered  to  you." 

He  sprung  from  his  horse  as  he  spoke,  and  in  the 
animation  of  his  ai]gttroenc,  grasped  the  williag  hind 
of  Mysie,  (or  Mysinda  ae  he  had  now  christened 
her.)  He  gased  too  upon  full  black  vf%Mt  fixed  upon 
bis  own-  with  an  expression  whidi,  however  subdosd 
br  makienly  shame,  it  was  impossible  to  mistake,  eo 
cheeks  where  something  like  hope  began  to  reeton 
the  natural  colour,  and  on  two  lips  which,  Ukedoublf 
rosebuds,  Were  kept  a  little  apart  by  ejqpectation,  aM 
showed  within  a  fine  of  teeth  as  wnite  asjpesrt  A^ 
this  wss  dangerous  to  look  uponi  and  Sir  Piercie 
Shafron,  after  rspeatinof  with  less  sad  leas  foRse  bis 
request  that  the  fair  Mysinda  would  allow  him  to 
carry  her  to  her  father's,  ended  by  asking  the  fair 
Mysinda  to  go  along  with  him—'*  At  least,"  he  added, 
"until  I  shall  be  able  to  conduct  yon  to  a  place  oi 
safety." 

Mysie  Happer  made  no  answer  t  but,  blosbini 
scarlet  betwixt  joy  and  sharoe^  mutely  expressed  her 
willingness  to  accompany  the  Soathioo  Knight,  by 
knitting  her  bondle  closer,  and  preparing  to  resume 
her  seat  en  ereupe.  *^  And  what  is  yonr  pleasure  that 
I  should  do  with  this?'  she  said,  holding  up  the 
diain  as  if  she  had  been  for  the  firat  time  awaie  that 
it  was  in  her  hand. 

"Keep  it,  fairest  Mysinda,  for  my  sake»"  said  the 
knight 

"Not  so,  sir,'*  ansv?ered  Mysick  gravely i  "the 
maidens  of  my  country  take  no  such  i^ifrs  from  their 
superiors,  and  I  need  no  token  to  remind  me  of  thia- 
moming." 

Most  earnestly  and  conrteously  did  the  knight  m^ 
her  acceptance  of  the  proposed  g;uerdon,  but  on  this 
point  Mysie  was  resohite;  feelmg  perhaps,  that  to* 
accept  of  any  thing  bearing  the  appearance  of  re* 
ward,  would  oe  to  place  the  service  she  had  rendesed 
him  on  a  mercenary  footing.  In  short,  she  would 
only  agree  to  conceal  the  chara,  lest  it  naigbt  prove  th* 
means  of  detecting  the  owner,  until  Sir  Piereie 
should  be  placed  in  perfect  safety. 

They  mounted  and  resumed  their  jonmey;  of  which 
Mysie,  as  bold  and  sharp-witted  in  some  points  a** 
she  was  simple  and  susceptible  in  othere,  now  teok 
in  some  degree  the  direction,  having  only  in^ifsd 
its  general  destination,  and  learned  that  Sir  Piereie^ 
Shafton  desired  to  go  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  hoped  to 
find  firiends  and  protection.  Possessed  of  this  infor- 
mation, Mysie  availed  henelf  of  her  local  knowledge 
to  get  as  soon  as  possible  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
Halidome,  snd  mto  those  of  a  temporal  baron,  sup- 
posed to  be  addicted  to  the  reformed  doctrines,  and 
upon  whose  limits,  at  least,  she  thought  their  pur* 
suera  would  not  attempt  to  hazard  anv  vnlenosu 
She  was  not  indeed  very  apprehensive  of  a  pursuit, 
reckoning  with  Some  confidence  that  the  inhabitanta 
of  the  tower  of  Glendearg  would  find  it  a  matter  el 
difficulty  to  surmount  the  obstscles  arising  from  their 
own  bolts  and  bars,  with  which  she  had  carefully 
secured  them  before  setting  forth  on  the  retreat 

They  journeyed  on.  theri^ra  m  t6lersHe  seourity» 
and  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  found  leisure  to  amuse  the 
time  in  high-flown  speeches  and  long  anecdotseof 
the  court  of  Felichina,  to  which  Mysie  bent  an  ear- 
not  a  Whit  less  attentive,  that  she  did  not  undentand 
one  word  out  of  three  which  waa  uttered  by  her  fol« 
low-traveller.  She  lisuned,  howeven  and  admired 
upon  trust,  as  msny  a  wise  man  has  been  contented 
to,  treat  the  conversation  of  a  handsome  but  siUy^ 
mistress.  As  for  Sir  Piercie,  he  was  in  his  element  i 
and  well  assured  of  the  interest  and  full  approbation 
of  his  auditor,  he  went  on  spouting  Bopbuism  ot 
more  than  usual  obscurity,  and  at  more  than  usua. 
^length.   Thus  passed  the  morning,  and  noo«  brouf^ 
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however  mean  in  themielYet,  and  gmve  to  the  wretdh 
ed  corner  of  a  miserable  inn  of  the  period,  the  aird 
a  bower,  in  which  an  enamoured  fairy,  or  at  letiti 
shcpherdesa  of  Arcadia,  was  display inig.  wiibuur 
vainnz  8«ili(ri(iide,  her  designs  on  tlie  hcan  of  mibi 
kniijhi,  destiiii-d  by  fortune  to  higher  thoufjthtf,  and  I 
more  splendid  union. 

The  fii;htncp«  and  pTice  with  which  Mysiecorefrf 
the  hiile  round  table  with  a  tnow-wh:te  cloth,  and 
arranged  upon  it  a  hastily-roasted  capon,  with  it^  u^ 
coinpanyiiig  stoup  of  Bourdeaux,  were  but  plebeiu 
(n^ct4  m  (lieintielvcs;  but  yr;t  there  were  very  Aittu^ 


"  awK^t  enranv  Gmea 


them  within  siRht  of  a  winding  stream,  on  the  side 
of  which  arose  an  ancient  baronial  castle,  surrounded 
by  some  large  trees.  At  a  small  distance  from  the 
gate  of  the  mansion,  extended  as  in  those  days  was 
usual,  a  straggling  hamloi,  having  a  church  in  the 
centre. 

*' There  are  two  hostelrics  in  this  Kirk-town," 
said  Mysie,  '*  but  the  worst  is  best  for  our  purpose; 
for  it  stands  apart  from  the  other  houst-fi,  nml  1  ken 
the  man  weel,  for  he  has  dealt  with  my  father  for 
majt." 

This  cfmsa  gcitntia,  to  use  a  lawyer's  phrnK,  was   ^ __     _  .  .    

ill  chosen  for  Mysie's  purpose:  for  Sir  Piercie  Shnf-  i  iiig  ideas  excited  by  each  glance.  She  was  so  \-eif 
ton  bad,  bv  dint  of  hid  own  loquacity,  been  talking  {  well  made,  a^'ileat  once  and  graceful,  with  her  hiH 
himself  all  this  while  into  a  hi^li  eiitt.-ein  for  hip  fef-  j  and  arm  ns  white  as  snow,  and  her  face  in  which  t 
low-traveller,  ami.  pleasetl  with  the  gracicius  recep-  smile  contended  with  a  blush,  and  her  eyes  whidl 
tion  which  she  afforded  to  his  puwi.rsufconversntiun,  looked  ever  at  Shaflon  when  he  looked  clsewhcny 
had  well-nigh  forgotten  that  she  was  not  lieratif  one  !  and  were  droppetl  at  once  when  they  encounu red  fai^ 
of  those  higli-born  beauties  of  whom  he  was  recount- j  that  she  was  irresistible!  In  fine,  the  afTectiontii 
ing  so  many  stories,  when  this  unlucky  speech  at  delicacy  of  her  whole  demeanour.  Joined  to  (ki 
once  placed  the  most  disadvaniap[eous circumstances  ;  promptitude  and  buldness  she  had  mi  lately  eiiotti 
attending  her  lineage  under  his  unnuHliato  rtcollec-  tended  to  ennoble  the  services  she  had  rendered,  as  if 
tion.  He  said  nothing,  however.  What  indeed  could 
he  say  7  Nothing  was  so  natural  as  that  a  millers 
daughter  should  be  acquainted  with  publicans  who 
dealt  with  her  father  for  malt,  and  all  that  was  to  be 
wondered  at  was  the  concurrence  of  events  which 
had  rendered  such  a  female  the  companion  and  guide 
of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  of  Wilverion,  kinsman  of  the 
great  Earl  of  North umberland,  whom  princes  and 
sovereigns  thcmseU'es  termed  cousin,  because  of  tlie 
Piercie  blood.*  He  felt  the  di*;;race  of  stntliing 
through  the  country  with  a  miller  s  maiden  on  the 
crupper  l>ehind  him,  and  was  even  ungrateful  enough 
to  feel  some  emotions  of  shame,  when  he  halted  his 
horse  at  the  door  of  the  little  im). 

But  the  alert  intelligence  of  Mvsie  Ilappcr  spared 
him  further  s»?nse  of  d'.ro;:atii>n,  by  instantly  spring- 
ing from  the  honte,  and  cramming  the  ears  ot  mine 
host,  who  came  out  with  his  mouth  agnpc  to  reciMve 
a  guest  of  the  kni;cht'a  appearance,  with  un  ima- 
giiii^  tale,  in  which  circuiiistance  on  cirrumstance 
were  huddleil  so  fast,  as  to  astonish  Sir  Pierci<.>  Shaf- 
ton. whose  own  invention  whs  noin!  of  the  most 
brilliant.  She  explained  to  the  publican  that  this 
was  a  gri^t  Rnglisli  knight  travtMliniffroni  th<'  Mo- 
nastery to  the  Court  of  Scotland,  after  havinir  paid 
his  vows  to  St.  Mary,  and  that  she  had  been  directed 
to  conduct  him  so  far  on  the  road  ;  an'l  that  Hall, 
her  palfrey,  had  fallen  by  the  wav,  because  he  hail 
been  over- wrought  with  carrying  home  the  last  mel- 
der  of  meal  to  the  piirtioner  of  Langhope:  and  that 
she  had  turned  in  Hall  to  graze  in  the  Taskcr's  park, 
near  Cripplecross,  for  he  had  storxl  as  still  as  Lot's 
wife  with  very  weariness ;  and  that  the  knight  had 
courteously  insisted  she  should  ride  behind  him,  ami 
that  she  had  brought  him  to  her  kend  friend's  hos- 
telry rather  than  to  proud  Peter  Peddie's,  who  got 
his  malt  at  the  Millerstane  mills;  and  that  he  must 
get  the  best  that  the  house  afforded,  and  that  he 
must  get  it  ready  in  a  moment  of  time,  and  that  she 
was  ready  to  help  in  the  kitchen. 

All  this  ran  glibly  off  the  toncue  without  pause  on 
the  part  of  Mysie  Happt.T,  or  doubt  un  that  of  the 
landlord.  The  guest's  horse  wus  conducted  to  the 
stable,  and  he  himst*lf  installul  in  the  cleanest  cor- 
ner and  best  seat  which  the  place  affonled.  Mysie, 
ever  active  and  officious,  was  at  once  engiiged  in  pre- 
paring food,  in  spreading  the  table,  and  in  making  all 
the  liLtter  arrangementa  which  her  expfrience  could 
BUggeat,  for  the  honour  and  comfort  of  ht.T  compa- 
nion. He  would  fain  have  resistetl  this ;  for  while 
it  was  impossible  not  to  be  gratifunl  with  the  eager 
and  alert  kindness  which  was  so  active  in  his  ser- 
Tioe,  he  felt  an  undefinablo  pain  in  seeing  Mysinda 
engaged  in  th<»e  menial  services,  and  discharging 
iliem,  moreover,  as  one  to  whom  they  were  hut  too 
ikmiliMT.  Yet  this  jarring  feeling  was  mixed  with, 
and  perhaps  balanced  by,  tho  extreme  grace  with 
miiich  the  neat-handed  maiden  executed  lUe&e  \aika, 


Put  on  aofiie  rkitboN  to  ronie  uliruad. 
And  took  a  waiter'd  plane." 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  came  the  damning  refleetio^ 
that  these  duties  were  not  taught  her  by  Lo«-ei  H 
ser\'e  the  beloved  only,  but  arose  from  the  orduaiv 
and  natural  habits  of  a  miller's  daughter,  accuitoawa 
doubt Ihss,  to  rcndiT  the  same  service  to  every  mil- 
thier  churl  who  frcqiu*nted  her  father's  mill.  Thil 
stoppi'd  thi>  mouth  of  vanity,  and  of  the  kive  whiek 
vaiiitv  had  been  hatching,  aa  effectually  as  a  peck«f 
literal  flour  would  have  done. 

Amidst  this  variety  of  emotions,  Sir  Piercie  Shiltoi 
foppfor  not  to  ask  the  object  of  them  to  sit  down  nd 
partake  tlic  good  choer  which  she  had  been  so  anikm 
to  provide  and  to  place  in  order.  He  expected  ilM 
this  inviintion  would  have  been  bashfully,  p^rbtM 
but  certainly  most  thankfully,  accepted :  but  he  vtf 
partly  flattered,  and  partly  piqued,  bv  the  mixture  fl| 
rlefert-Ri-e  and  n'solution  with  whicli  Mysie  dwlian 
his  invitation.  Immediatelv  after^  she  vanished  fita 
the  nn.iriment,  Icavin?  the  £uphuist  to  omsidef  irj^ 
ther  tie  was  must  gratified  or  displeased  by  herdi^ 
appenrana*. 

In  furl,  this  was  a  pnint  on  which  he  would  bait 
found  it  difficult  to  make  up  his  mind,  had  there  beea 
any  neccshitv  for  it.  As  there  was  none,  he  drank  ft 
few  ci!ps  of  claret,  and  sang  (to  himself)  a  sinipbetf 
two  of  tlif  canznnettes  of  the  divine  .\stropheL  Bil 
in  5>piie  both  of  wine  and  of  Sir  Philip  Sidorj.  ifai 
conuiixion  in  which  he  now  stood,  and  that  which  1m 
WHS  in  future  to  hold,  with  the  lovely  MoIinara,« 
My'sinila,  as  he  had  been  pleased  to  denominate  Myai 
Happer,  rccurr«>d  to  his  mind.  The  fashion  of  iki 
times  (as  we  have  already  noticed)  fortunately  » 
incided  with  his  own  natural  generosity  of  diipoih 
tion,  which  indeed  amounted  almost  to  extravagiii^ 
in  prohibiting,  as  a  deadly  sin,  alike  af  ainst  galuutiy, 
chivalry,  and  morality,  his  rewarding  the  good  ot&otf 
he  hnd  received  froin  this  poor  maiden,  oy  abun| 
any  of  the  advantages  which  her  mnfideiice  in  hi 
honour  hnd  afforded.  To  do  Sir  Piercie  jiistieeL  it 
was  an  idea  which  never  entered  into  his  iiead;  aii 
he  would  probably  have  dealt  the  most  scMatila 
im*tr'H'aitii„  alnrratn,  or  punto  rerrrto.  whidl  tfci 
S(  huol  of  Vincent  Saviula  had  taught  him.  lo  iV 
man  who  had  dared  to  suggt>st  to  bim  such  aelfin 
and  ungrateful  meanness.  On  the  other  hand,  bi 
was  a  man,  and  foresaw  various  circumstances  vluek 
might  render  their  journey  together  iti  this  inumaii 
fa<<nion  a  wandal  and  a  snare.  Moreover,  ha  was  ft 
coxcomb  and  a  courtier,  and  felt  there  was  aomethuf 
ridiculous  in  travelling  the  land  with  a  miller's diaga* 
ter  be  lind  his  saddle,  giving  rise  to  suspicions  Ml 
very  c\  editable  to  cither,  ana  to  ludicrous  constn» 
tions,  HO  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned. 

^'  \>NOMld^"  he  said  half  aloud,  **  that,  if  fuch  mifkl 
y\M^cme  vi\v\\(wAYivcvKvvst\\«ct»i\viQ  the  too-aohitiM^ 
.  '/Vofafart  teJfn  us  tomewhere  (the  rrndora  of  nm^nccm  ki«\  >;^V\QO-V!t>\-^\%\\vv^'^\^\\v^'^K«^'c\«v^^VG^V 
''-"'yt-nt  tA  aerurate  rofifencel  that  the  Kins  of  r!5^t_^*l^  \  X«iA^  a)es««^%iA.  >»wmeA  wl  wa  ^v^Sssiwcv  ta«Ha\ 
riAennrBiBseouMa.iwowMortfaabVogu^KwOaiBte'V^^^  ^  ^«  wt  ^Qs*  «M&A  ^«h^  \MwJi.  Vn^ 
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diMant  MMbolitBiatiiiii^biartwayitiMiMdMp, 
^Hiile  tha  hombl«  fly-bOat  cmntB  to  ibow  thorn 
pieaiB^  who,  wiib  wotfndod  hearu  and  watery  eyaa, 
lUTa  commuted  to  their  higher  deatiitiea  the  more 
daring  adventorers  by  whom  the  lair  frigate  is  maa- 
ned." 

He  had  scarce  uttered  the  wish  when  it  waa  fratf- 
fied ;  for  the  host  entered  to  say  that  hia  won^nipf  ii 
kniffhthood'p  hofM  was  ready  to  \>e  brought  forth  as 
lie  liad  desired :  and  on  hta  inqiunry  for  tbe-*tbe-^ 
damsel— that  ia— the  yoang  woman"'—- 

**  Mysie  Happer,"  said  the  landlord,  **  haa  retmtiad 
Ao  her  father's ;  but  she  bade,  me  aay,  yoo  could  not 
mias  the  road  for  Edmborgh,  in  respect  it  waa  neither 
far  way  nor  foul  gate." 

It  ia  seldom  we  are  exactly  Messed  with  the  pr»> 
else  folfilment  of  our  wishes  at  the  moment  when  we 
otter  them ;  perhaps  because  Heaven  wisely  withholds 
what,  if  granted,  would  be  often  received  with  in- 
gratitude. So  St  least  it  chanced  in  the  present  in- 
atancc:  W  when  mine  host  said  that  Mvwe  was 
returned  homeward,  the  knight  waS  tempted  to  Teply, 
whh  an  ejaculation  of  surprise  and  vexation,  and  a 
'haaty  demand,  whither  ana  when  she  had  departed  7 
The  first  emotion  his  prudence  auppreesed,  the  second 
found  utterance. 

"Where  is  she  ganeT"  said  the  heat,  gazing  on 
him,  and  repeating  hie  questfion-*"  she  isgane  hame 
to  her  fathers,  it  is  like— and  she  gaed  just  when  she 
Sare  orders  about  your  worship's  boras,  and  saw  it 
weel  fed.  (she  might  have  tnisted  me,  but  millers  and 
millers'  kin  think  a'  body  as  thief-like  as  themselves,) 
an'  she^s  three  miles  on  the  gate  by  this  time." 

"  Is  she  gone,  then?"  muttered  sir  Piercie,  making 
two  or  three  haaty  strides  through  the  narrow  apart- 
ment—"Is  she  «)ne7— Well,  then,  let  her  go.  She 
eould  have  had  but  disgrace  by  abiding  by  m&  and  I 
little  credit  by  her  society.  That  I  should  have 
thought  there  was  soeh  difficulty  in  shaking  her  off! 
I  warrant  she  is  by  this  time  laughing  with  some 
clown  she  has  encountered ;  and  my  rich  chain  will 
prove  a  good  dowry.— And  ought  it  not  to  prove  sol 
«nd  has  she  not  deserved  it,  were  it  ten  times  more 
valuable  7— Piercie  ShaAon  !  Piercie  Shafton !  dost 
thou  grudge  thy  deliverer  the  guertlon  she  hath  so 
dearly  won  7  The  selfiah  air  of  this  northern  land 
hath  mfected  thee,  Piercie  Shafton,  and  blighted  the 
bloasoms  of  thy  generoaity.  even  as  it  is  said  to 
shrivel  the  flowers  of  the  mulberry.— Yet  I  thought." 
be  added,  after  a  moment^s  pause,  **  that  she  would 
not  so  easily  and  voluntarily  have  parted  from  me. 
But  it  skills  not  thinking  of  it— Cast  my  reckoning, 
mine  host,  and  let  your  groom  lesd  forth  my  nag." 

The  good  host  seemed  also  to  have  some  mental 
point  to  discuss,  for  he  answered  not  instantly,  de- 
Mtiag  perfaapa  whether  bis  conacienoe  would  bear  a 
doime  charge  lor  the  same  guests.    Apparently  his 


sscienee  replied  in  the  negative,  thouffh  not  ^nih- 
oat  hesitatioa,  for  he  at  length  replied— *^  It's dafAnc 
to  leet  it  winna  deny  that  the  lawing  is  clean  paid. 
Ne'ertbeless,  if  your  worshipful  kni^nthood  pleases 
to  give  ausht  for  increase  of  trouble  

'^Howr  said  the  knight |  "the  reckoning  p«d7 
•ad  bv  whom,  I  prav  you  7** 

-'*  E'en  by  Mysie  Happer.  if  truth  maun  be  spoken, 
•a  laaid  before,"  answered  the  honest  landlord,  with 
•a  many  compunctious  visitings  for  telling  the  ve- 
rity aa  another  might  have  felt  for  making  a  lie  in 
the  eireamstaneea— "  and  out  of  the  moneys  sin>- 
fiied  for  your  honour's  journey  by  tna  Abbot,  as  she 


taold  to  me.  And  laith  were  I  to  surcharsa  any  gen- 
tleman that  darkens  my  dears."  He  added,  in  the 
omfideooe  ot  honesty  which  his  frank  avowal  enti- 
tled him  to  entertain,  "  Nevertheless,  as  I  said  before, 
if  it  pleases  your  knighthood  of  free  good- will  to 

cooptder  extraordinary  trouble" 

The  knight  cut  short  his  argument,  by  thmwing 
the  landlord  a  roae-noble,  which  probably  doubled 
thevfilaeof  a  Scottish  reckoning,  though  it  would 
have  defrayed  but  a  half  one  at  the  Three  Cranes  or 
the  Vintrv.  The  bountv  ao  much  delighted  mine 
liost,  that  he  ran  to  fill  the  stirrup-cup  (for  which  no 
diatge  waa  ever  made)  from  a  butt  yet  charier  than 
that  which  be  had  pierced  for  the  former  stoup.  The 
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ktiight  p«o0d  flhiwly  to  horae;  parbok  of  hla  ooia^ 
teay,  and  thanked  him  with  tbaatiflroondeacenaioAaf 
the  eourt  of  Elisabeth)  then  mounted  and  foHowed 
iha  northern  path,  inuch  waa  pointed  out  as  the 
nearest  to  Edinburgh,  and  which,  though  vary  9» 
like  a  modem  highwav,  bore  yet  so  distinct  a  resem- 
blance to  a  pobha  and  fesqaanted  road  aa  not  to  be 
essily  mistaken. 

"  1  shall  not  nesd  her  guidance  it  seona,"  said  he 
to  himeelf,  aa  be  rode  slowlv  onvrard ;  **  and  I  sup^ 
pose  that  was  one  reason  of  her  abrupt  depsrtm^  s* 
different  from  what  one  might  have  expected.— Well, 
I  am  well  rid  of  her.  Do  we  not  pray  to  be  libera* 
ted  from  temptatio<i7  Yei  that  she  shoiiki  have  err^ 
ed  so  much  in  eatimation  of  her  own  aituation  and 
mine,  aa  to  think  of  defraying  the  reckoning!  1 
would!  saw  her  once  more,  bm  to  exphun  to  her  tha 
solecism  of  which  her  inexperience,  hmi  rendered  In*  ( 
guilty.  And  I  fear,"  he  added  as  h^  emerged  from 
some  strain ng  treesi  and  looked  out  upon  a  wiM 
moorish  country,  composed  of  a  socoeasion  of  swalk 
ing  lumpish  hills,  "1  fearl  shall  soon  want  the  atdot 
this  Ariadne,  who  might  aiford  me  a  clew  throogh 
the  recesses  of  yonder  mounuinous  labyrinth." 

As  the  Knight  thua  communed  with  himaell  his 
attention  was  caught  by  the  sound  of  a  horse's  toot* 
^  lytspa ;  and  a  lad  mounted  on  a  Kttla  gray  Soottiah 
nag,  about  fourteen  hands  high,  coming  along  a 
path  which  led  from  behind  the  treea,  .foined  him  oa 
the  high-road,  if  it  could  be  termed  such. 

The  dress  of  the  tad  waa  oompletely  in  viRags 
faahion,  vet  neat  and  handsome  in  anpetranoe.  Hd 
had  a  jerkin  of  gray  cloth  slashed  and  trimmed,  with 
black  nose  of  the  same^  with  deer^skin  rullions  or 
sandals,  and  handaome  silver  mmn,  A  eloak  of  a 
dark  molbeny  colour  Mras  closely  drawn  round  tha 
upper  part  of  hie  peraoa,  and  the  cape  in  part  mufBed 
his  face,  which  was  also  obscured  by  his  bonnet  of 
bladi  velvet  cloth,  and  its  little  pkime  of  feathers. 

Sir  Piercie  Shsfron,  fond  of  society,  desirous  also 
to  have  a  ffuide,  and  moreover,  prepossessed  in  fa* 
voiff  of  so  nandsome  a  youth,  (ailed  not  to  ask  kirn 
whence  he  came,  ,and  whither  he  waa  going.  Tha 
youth  looked  another  way.  as  he  answered,  that  ha 
was  going  to  Edinburgh,  '*  to  seek  service  in  soom 
nobleman  s  familv." 

"  I  fear  me  you  nave  run  away  from  your  last  maa- 
ter,"  said  Sir  Piercie,  "since  yon  dare  not  look  main 
the  face  while  you  answer  ray  question." 

"  Indeed,  sir,  I  have  not,"  answered  the  lad,  bash* 
folly,  while,  as  if  with  rnuetanoe^  he  turned  round 
hia  face,  snd  instantly  withdrew  it.  It  waa  a  glonoa, 
but  the  discovery  was  complete.  There  was  no  mia- 
taking  the  dark  fell  eye,  the  cheek  in  which  much 
embarrassment  could  not  altogether  disguise  an  exi> 
preasion  of  comic  hamoor,  and  the  whole  figure  •It 
once  betraved,  under  her  metamorphosis,  the  MM 
of  the  Mill.  The  recognition  was  jcrfril,  and  Sil 
Piercie  Shsfton  w^  too  much  pleased  to  have  ra^ 
gained  his  companion  to  remember  the  various  good 
reasona  which  had  oonaoled  him  for  k>sing'her. 

To  his  questions  respecting  her  dresa,  she  answered, 
that  she  had  obtained  it  in  the  Kirk-town  from  a 
friend :  it  was  the  holiday  suit  of  a  son  of  hers,  who 
had  taken  the  field  with  his  Kege-lord,  the  beoron  ol 
the  land.  She  had  borrowed  the  suit  under  pretence 
she  meant  to  play  in  some  mommmgor  rural  maa> 
querade.  She  had  left,  she  said,  her  own  apparel  ik 
exchange,  which  was  better  worA  ten  crowns  than 
this  was  worth  four. 

"  And  the  nag,  my  ingeniona  MoUnara,"  said  Sir 
Pierde,  "  whence  cornea  the  nagf 

"I  borrowed  him  from  our  host  at  the  Gled*a 


Nest"  she  replied  i  and  added,  half  •dfling  a  lauch 
"he  has  sent  to  get,  instead  of  it,  our  BttD,  wliich  I 
left  in  the  Tasker's  Park  at  Crippleerosa.  He  wil 
be  lucky  if  he  find  it  there." 

"But  then  the  poor  man  will  lose  his  hfnae,  moat 
argute  Mysinda,"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  whoas 
English  notions  of  property  were  a  little  startled  at  a 
mode  of  acquisition  more  congenial  to  the  ideas  of  a 
miller'a  daughter  (and  he  a  Border  miller  to  bout) 
than  with  those  of  an  English  peraon  b(  quality. 

"And  if  he  doea  lose  hia  ham,**  said  viftk. 
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laughing,  "  surely  he  is  not  the  first  man  on  the 
ina  dies  who  has  had  such  a  iniscliance?  But  he 
will  be  no  loser,  for  I  warrant  he  will  stop  the  value 
out  of  moneys  which  he  has  owed  my  father  this 
many  a  day.'^ 
*'  Hut  then  your  father  will  he  the  loser,"  objected 

Sit  at^in  the  pertinacious  uprijsUtness  uf  Sir  Pieruic 
liafton. 

'*  Whiit  signifios  it  now  to  talk  of  my  father?"  raid 
the  dnmsej,  peti.slily;  then  iiiHtanily  chan^sing  to  a 
tone  of  dei'p  feelmii;,  she  added,  *'  My  father  hss  this 
day  lost  that,  which  will  make  him  hold  light  tiie  loss 
of  all  the  {ztar  he  has  left.'* 

Struck  with  the  accents  of  remorseful  sorrow  in 
which  his  companion  u(tere<i  these  few  words,  the 
English  knight  felt  hini^lf  bound  both  in  honour 
and  conscience  to  expostulate  with  her  us  strongly 
as  he  could,  on  the  risk  of  the  sttp  which  she  had 
DOW  taken,  and  on  the  propriety  of  her  returning  to 
her  father's  housi>.  Tiie  ntatter  of  his  ^liscourse, 
though  adorned  with  many  unnecessary  flourishes, 
was  iionoucable  both  to  his  heail  and  heart. 

The  Maid  of  the  Mill  listened  to  his  tlowing  pe- 
riods with  her  head  sunk  on  her  bosom  as  she  rode, 
like  one  in  deep  thought  or  deeper  sorrow.  When 
he  had  finished,  she  raised  up  her  countenance, 
looked  full  on  the  knight,  and  n-plied  with  great 
firmness  -"If  you  are  weary  of  my  company.  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton,  you  hove  but  to  say  so,  and  the 
'Miller's  daughter  will  l>e  no  farther  cimiber  to  you. 
And  do  not  think  I  will  be  a  burden  to  you,  if  we 
travel  together  to  Edinburgh:  I  have  wit  enough  and 
pride  en  ^ugh  to  be  a  willing  burden  to  no  man.  But 
if  you  reject  not  my  company  at  present,  and  fear  not 
it  will  be  burdensome  to  you  hereafter,  speak  no  more 
to  mi.  of  returning  back.  All  that  you  can  say  to  me 
I  have  said  to  myself;  and  that  I  am  now  hen^  is  a 
sign  that  [  have  said  it  to  no  imrpose.  Let  this  sub- 
ject, therefore,  be  for  ever  ended  be*.wixt  us.  I  have 
already,  in  some  small  fasiiion.  been  useful  to  you, 
and  the  time  may  come  I  may  be  more  so ;  for  this 
is  not  your  land  of  England,  where  men  say  justice 
is  done  with  Httle  fear  or  favour  to  great  and  to 
■msll;  but  it  is  a  land  where  men  do  by  the  strong 
hand,  and  defend  by  the  ready  wit,  and  I  know  bet- 
ter than  you  the  perds  you  nre  exposed  to." 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton  was  somewliat  mortified  to  find 
that  the  damsel  conceived  her  presence  useful  to  him 
as  a  protectress  as  well  as  guide,  and  said  sumeihing 
cf  seeking  protection  from  nought  save  his  own  arm 
and  his  good  sword.  Mvsie  answered  very  quietly, 
that  she  nothinp doubted  iiis  bravery;  but  it  was  that 
very  quality  uf  bravery  which  was  mo*t  likely  to  in- 
volve him  in  danger.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  whose 
head  never  kept  vcrv  long  in  any  continued  train  of 
thinking,  acquiosciti  wimout  much  ri*ply,  resolving 
in  his  own  mind  that  the  maiden  only  used  this  ap«»- 
logy  to  disa^uise  her  real  motive,  of  aflection  to  his 
person.  The  romance  of  the  situation  flattered  his 
vanity  and  elevated  his  imagination,  as  placing  him 
in  the  situation  of  one  of  those  romantic  horocs  of 
whom  he  had  read  thu  histories,  where  similar 
transformations  made  a  distioguished  figure. 

He  took  many  a  sidelonff  glance  at  his  pnge,  whoae 
habita  of  country  sport  and  country  cxerrase  had  ren- 
dered her  quite  adequate  to  sustain  the  character  she 
bad  assumed.  She  managed  the  little  nag  with  dex- 
terity, and  even  with  grace;  nor  did  any  thing  appear , 
which  couUl  have  betrayed  her  disguise,  except  when 
a  bashful  consciousness  of  her  companion's  eyes 
being  fixed  on  her,  gave  her  an  appearance  of  tem- 

Krary  embarraasmeut,  which  greatly  added  to  her 
auiy. 

The  couple  rode  forward  as  in  the  morning,  pleased 
With  themselves  and  with  each  other,  until  they  ar- 
rived at  the  village  where  they  were  to  n'pose  for  the 
night,  and  where  all  the  inlianitants  of  the  little  inn, 


ced  him  as  her  master,  and,  waiting  upon  him  wiii 
the  reverent  demeanour  of  an  actual  domestic,  per 
niittwd  not  the  least  approach  to  familiarity,  oc 
even  such  as  the  knight  might  with  the  utmost  in 
nocenco  have  ventured  upon.    For  example,  8i 
l^iercio,  who,  as  we  know,  was  a  great  connoisreu 
in  dress,  was  detailing  to  her  the  advantajseou. 
ihange  which  he  proposed  to  make  in  her  attir^ao 
Aoon  as  they  should  reach  Edinburgh,  by  arravint 
her  in  his  own  colours  of  pink  and  carnation.    Aly- 
sie  H&ppcr  listened  with  great  oomplaceiic)  to  Uu. 
unction  with  which  he  dilated  upon  welt^  Uces, 
slashes,  and  trimmings,  until,  carried  awav  by  tim 
enthusiasm  with  which  he  was  asserting  the  supe- 
riority of  the  falling  band  over  the  Spanish  rutV,  be 
approached  his  hand,  in  the  way  of  illuHtratinn,  to- 
v^  ards  the  collar  of  his  page's  douolet.    Slie  instundy 
f^Tcpped  back,  e^td  gravely  reminded  him  tha.  she 
was  alone,  and  under  his  protection. 

''  Vou  cannot  but  remember  the  cause  which  lias 
brought  me  here,"  she  continued ;  **  mike  ine  least 
approach  to  any  familiarity  which  yoj  wuuid  not 
Hjtier  to  a  princess  surrounded  by  her  court,  and  yes 
have  seen  the  last  of  the  Miller's  daughiei^She  wifl 
V  snish  as  the  chatf  disappears  from  the  shieling- hili* 
when  the  west  wind  blows." 

"  I  do  protest,  fair  Molinara,'*  said  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton—Dut  the  fair  Molinara  had  disappeared  bt 
fiire  his  protest  could  he  uttered.  **  A  mrst  sinuulv 
v^ench,"  said  he  to  himself:  "  and  by  this  hand  m 
discreet  as  she  is  fair-featured— Certea,  aha  me  it  srcii 
TO  ofier  hur  scathe  or  dishonour !  She  makes  suudo; 
trMi,  though  somewhat  savouring  of  hiT  cimdiiioa 
Had  she  but  -rt.'nd  Kuphues,  and  forgotten  tiiai  a^ 
cursed  mill  and  shieling-hill,  it  is  my  thought  liai 
hfr  converse  would  lie  oroidered  with  as  mnuy  aad 
»3  choice  FH'arls  of  compliment,  as  that  of  the  dkmI 
fUetorical  lady  in  the  l^urt  of '  Feliciana.  I  trjil 
iihe  means  to  return  to  besr  me  company  7" 

But  that  was  no  part  of  Mysic's  prudential  scbma 
It  wns  then  drawing  to  dusk,  and  he  saw  her  not 
ngain  until  the  next  iiiurning,  when  the  horsrt  ^m 
brought  to  the  door,  that  they  might  prosecute  ibol 
journey. 

But  our  story  here  necessarily  leaves  the  Rn;:liA 
knight  and  his  page,  to  return  to  the  Tower  of  Oidt 
d^mrg. 


CHAPTER   XXX. 

Ymi  rail  it  an  ill  anprl-it  may  lie  m>; 
But  mirv  f  am.  amunr  tho  raiikv  whirh  fhll. 
1 11  iJk  timt  ivmd  r'er  ctNuwU'd  man  to  nw*. 
And  will  tlw  bliaa  Uie  apnU;  kuMelf  hatl  foriuileiL 

We  must  resume  our  narrative  at  the  period  wha 
Marv  Avenel  was  conveyed  to  the  aparirneiii  vbid 
had  been  formerly  occupied  by  the  two  Glendinnis^h 
BJid  when  her  faithful  attendant,  Tibbie,  had  exhauiHl 
herself  in  useless  attempts  to  compose  and  to  (!onfat 
Urr.  Father  Eustace  also  dealt  forth  with  weil-BMSrt 
kindness  thusi*  apoihegms  and  dogmata  of  coitfols- 
Lion,  which  friendship  almost  always  ofilrs  lofrd, 
though  they  are  uniformly  oflered  in  vain.  Sbe«« 
ai  length  Itft  to  indulge  in  the  desolation  of  h«ro«« 
sorrowful  feelings.  She  felt  as  those  who,  lovuif  fa 
ihe  first  time,  have  lost  what  they  loved,  before  tiai 
arid  repeated  calamity  have  taught  them  tiiat  ivdj 
bss  is  to  a  certain  extent  reparable  or  endurable 

Such  grief  may  l>e  conceived  better  than  it  canbi 
dLScribed,  as  is  well  known  to  those  who  ha«e«i|» 
rxenccd  it.  But  Mary  AvencI  had  been  laughi  bytfai 
[Ricuiiaritv  of  her  situation,  to  regard  htT^^eli  ss  » 
Child  of  Destiny ;  and  the  melancholy  and  n.'flt<tn| 
iiirn  of  her  disposition  gave  to  her  sorrows  a  diH* 
QvA  breadth  peculiar  to  her  character.  Th^nnfe- 
and  it  was  a  blood v  grave — had  closod,  a«  she  ix* 
iieved,  over  the  youth  to  whom  she  was  sivredi.Ht 


both  male  and  female,  joined  in  extolling  the  good  ,_      _    _  

Mraco  and  handsome  countenance  of  the  English  j  most  warmly,  attached ;  the  force  and  anlouru:Ui!- 
kniffhu  and  the  uncommon  beauty  of  his  youthful  i  b^Tt's  character  bearing  a  singular  corre!*poiiii>'KJU 
MUendant.  il^  eiu:r',2;y  of  which  her  own  was  caiia.  le.    Hcf  vit 

riercic  i^hafion  sensible  of  the  reHtTvct\  mannei  \w  v  «rv^vrt{^raw4\kiVk*VwcA,^«%a«^aw^^^ 
Wiuch  MAe propoBtd  tu  live  wiib Uiiu.    S\Mi  SLUCkwin-  \\A\.  -y. .—  ^y  ^^^ ^c5 ""^ 
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^yaw  did  not  ertniial  itMif  ia  fi^  of  in  toaret,  but  | 
ben  the  first  tlMxsk  bad  paaaod  away,  coneentrated 
■elf  with  deep  and  itaady  maditatioo,  to  ooUeet  and 
Uoulate,  ilka  a  bankrupt  debioc,  tba  nill  aowvnt  of 
er  loea.  It  seemod  aa  if  aU  tbat.oonnected  ber  with 
arth,  had  vanished  with  this  broken  tie.  She  had 
ever  dared  to  aotioipate  the  probability  of  an  ultimate 
aion  with  Halbert,  yet  now  his  supposed  faU  aeanied 
Lttt  of  the  only  tree  which  was  to  shelter  her  from 
le  storm.  She  respected  the  more  gentle  character, 
nd  more  peaceful  attainments,  of  the  younger  Glen- 
Inning;  but  it  had  not  escaped  her  (what  never 
Kloed  escaped  woman  in  such  circumstances)  that 
e  waa  disposed  to  place  himself  in  competition  with 
rhat  shOk  the  daughter  of  a  proud  and  warlike  race, 
eemed  the  more  manly  qualities  of  his  elder  brother; 
nd  there  is  no  time  when  a  woman  does  so  little 
iBiioe  to  the  character  of  a  surviving  knrer,  as  when 
omparing  him  with  the  preferred  rival  of  whom  she 
ima  been  recently  deprived. 

The  motberlv,  but  coarse  kindness  of  Dame  Glen- 
[inning,  and  the  doting  fondness  of  her  old  domee- 
ic,  seerned  now  the  onlv  kind  feeling  of  which  she 
proied  file  object ;  and  she  oould  not  but  reflect  how 
ittle  these  were  to  be  compared  with  the  devoted 
ittachment  of  a  high-souted  youth,  whom  the  least 
dance  of  her  eye  could  command,  as  the  hi^h-met> 
Ted  steed  is  governed  by  the  bridle  of  the  nder.  Ii 
arsis  when  plunged  among  these  desolating  ref!ec- 
Liona,  that  Mary  Avenel  felt  the  void  of  mind,  arising 
trcNn  the  narrow  and  bigoted  ignorance  in  which 
Rome  then  educated  the  children  of  her  church. 
Their  whole  reli/non  was  a  ritual,  and  their  prayers 
were  the  formal  iteration  of  unknown  words,  which, 
in  the  hour  of  affliction,  could  yield  but  little  conso* 
lation  to  those  who  from  habit  resorted  to  them. 
Unus^  to  the  practice  of  mental  devotion,  and  of 
personal  approach  to  the  Divine  presence  by  prayer, 
she  could  not  help  exclaiming  in  herdistress,  There 
is  tK»  aid  for  me  on  earth,  and  I  know  not  how  to 
msk  it  from  Heaven !" 

Aa  she  spoke  thus  in  an  agony  of  sorrow,  she  east 
her  eyes  into  the  apartment,  and  saw  the  mysterious 
Spirit;  which  waited  upon  the  fortunes  of  her  house, 
standing  in  the  moonlight  in  the  midst  of  the  room. 
The  same  form,  as  the  reader  knows,  had  more  than 
once  oflered  itself  to  her  sight;  and  either  her  native 
boldness  of  mind,  or  some  peculiarity  attached  to 
her  from  her  birth,  made  her  now  look  upon  it  with- 
out ahnnking.  But  the  White  Lady  of  Avenel  was 
now  more  distinctly  visible,  and  more  closely  present, 
than  she  had  ever  before  aeemed  to  be,  and  Mary 
was  appalled  by  her  preaenoe.  She  would,  however, 
have  spoken ;  but  there  ran  a  tradition,  that  though 
others  who  had  seen  the  White  Lady  had  asked 

Snestions  and  received  answer^  yet  those  of  the 
ouse  of  Avenel  who  had  ventured  to  speak  to  her, 
had  never  lon^  survived  the  colloquy.  The  figure, 
besides,  as  sitting  ap  in  her  bed,  Mary  Avenel  gazed 
on  it  intently,  seemed  by  its  gestures  to  caution  her 
to  keep  silence,  and  at  tlie  same  time  to  bespeak  at- 
tention. 

The  White  Lady  then  seemed  to  press  one  of  the 
planks  of  the  floor  with  her  foot,  while,  in  her  usual 
low,  melancholy,  and  musical  chant,  she  repeated  the 
following  verses : 

"  Maiden,  vfhme  tommt  wail  the  Uvint  Dead, 
,   WhoM  ey«>«  »hall  oomnrane  with  the  I>eail  Afhrt, 
M aUen.  aUeinl  I  BeaMth  mr  lout  Km  Md 

'fho  Word,  the  Law.  the  Path,  which  thou  doat  atdve 
Ti»  find,  and  cimit  not  flnd.~Could  Spirit!  shed 

T«ais  for  tlie,^  lot.  it  were  rev  lot  to  weep, 
Showim  the  itMd  which  I  ihall  netrer  treaa, 

Thou(D  my  hn.  pointa  it— Sleep,  eterDfti  ilaefH 
Dafk.  bnii.  ami  «HHd  ibrcetfulneai  my  loll— 

But  do  not  thou  at  human  ilh  repine, 
gacare  there  iea  l\ill  guerdon  in  tfaji  ipot, 

For  all  the  woct  that  wait  frafl  Adam's  line  - 
SiDop  Uien  and  make  it  yourt— I  may  not  make  H  mine!** 

The  phantom  stooped  towards  the  floor  as  she  oon- 
Utided,  as  if  with  the  intention  of  laying  her  hand 
on  the  hoard  on  which  she  stood.  But  eie  she  had 
eompleted  that  gesture,  her  form  became  indisdnct, 
was  preaentlv  only  like  the  shade  of  a  fleecy  cloud, 
which  psss  o  bet  will  earth  and  the  moon,  and  was 
tooa  altogether  inviaiblik 


A  strong  imprsMiob  oC  ib«r,  the  ftrst  whioh  8h# 
lad  ezpeneneod  in  her  life  to  any  agitating  extent,' 
seized  upon  the  mind  of  Mary  Avenel  and  for  a  mt^ 
naie  alie  folt  a  disnosition  to  faiat.  She  repelled  it, 
however,  mosterea  her  courage,  and  addressed  her* 
self  to  saints  and  angels,  as  her  church  reommended. 
Broken  slumbers  at  length  stole  on  her  ezhausieil 
mind  and  frame,  and  she  slept  antil  the  dawn  waa 
about  to  arise,  ^hen  she  waa  awakened  by  the  ory 
of  "Treason  1  treason!  follow,  follow!"  which  arose 
in  the  tower,  when  it  was  found  that  Piercie  Shalton 
had  made  his  escape. 

Appreltensive  of  some  new  misfortune.  Mary  Ave* 
nel  nastily  arranged  the  dreas  which  she  had  not  laid 
aside,  and,  venturing  to  quit  her  chamber,  learned 
from  Tibb,  who,  with  her  gray  hairs  dishevelled  liko 
those  of  a  sibyl,  was  flying  from  room  to  room,  that 
the  bloody  Southron  villain  had  made  his  escapew 
and  that  Halbert  Glendinning,  poor  bairn,  would 
sleep  unvevenged  and  unquiet  in  nis  bloody  grave.  In 
the  lower  apartments,  the  young  men  were  roaring 
like  thunder,  and  venting  in  oatha  and  exdamationi 
agahist  the  fugitives  the  rage  which  tbey  expenenoed 
in  finding  themselves  k>cked  op  within  the  tower, 
and  debarred  from  their  vindictive  pursuit  by  the 
wily  precautions  of  Mysie  Happer.  The  authorita* 
tive  voice  of  the  Sub-Prior  commanding  silence  waa 
next  heard  I  upon  which  Mary  Avenel,  whose  tone  of 
feeling  did  not  lead  her  to  enter  into  counsel  or  society 
with  the  rest  of  the  party,  again  retired  to  her  aolitary 
chamber. 

The  rest  of  the  family  held  coonael  in  the  spenee^ 
Edwsrd  almost  beside  himself  with  rage,  and  tho 
Sub-Prior  in  no  small  degree  offended  at  the  effron- 
tery of  Myaie  Happer  in  attemptinf^  such  s  scheme, 
as  well  as  at  the  nungled  boldness  and  dexterity  withi 
which  it  had  been  executed.  But  neither  auipriae  nor 
anger  availed  aught.  The  windows,  well  secured 
with  iron  bars  forkee^Hng  assailants  oat,  proved  now 
as  effectual  for  detaining  the  inhabitants  within. 
The  battlements  were  open,  indeed;  but  without  lad« 
der  or  ropea,  to  act  as  a  substitute  for  wings,  there 
was  no  possibility  of  descending  from  them.  They 
easily  succeeded  in  alarming  the  inhabitants  of  the 
cottages  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  court;  but  the 
men  nad  been  called  in  to  strengthen  the  guard  for 
the  night  and  only  women  and  children  ronained, 
who  could  contribote  nothing  in  the  emergency, 
except  their  useless  exclamations  of  surprise,  and 
there  were  no  neighbours  for  miles  around.  Dame 
Elspeth,  however,  though  drowned  in  tears,  waa  not 
so  unmindful  of  external  afliairs,  but  that  she  could 
find  voice  enough  to  teU  the  women  and  children 
without,  to  "leave  their  skirlinft  and  look  after  tba 
cows  that  shecouldna  get  minded,  what  wi*  the  awfo* 
distraction  of  ber  mind,  what  vn*  that  fause  slut 
having  locked  them  up  in  their  ain  tower  aa  fast  aa  it 
they  had  been  in  the  Jeddart  tolbooth." 

Meanwhile,  the  men,  finding  other  modes  of  exit 
impossible,  unsnimously  concluded  to  force  the  doora 
with  such  tools  aa  the  house  afforded  for  the  purpose. 
These  were  not  very  proper  for  the  occasion,  and 
the  Btrength  of  the  doora  was  great.  The  interior 
one,  formed  of  oak,  occupied  them  for  three  mortal 
honrs,  and  there  was  litte  propect  of  the  iron  dooi 
being  forced  in  double  the  time. 

While  they  were  engaged  in  this  ongratefol  toil 
Mary  Avenel  had  with  mnch  less  labour  acqiined 
exact  knowledge  of  what  the  spirit  had  intimated  ia 
her  mystic  rhyme.  On  examining  the  spot  which 
the  phantom  had  indicated  by  her  gesturea,  it  was 
tiotdiffioult  to  disoover  that  a  board  had  been  loosen- 
ed, which  might  be  raised  at  pleasure.  On  removing 
this  piece  of  plank,  Mary  Avcnei  was  aatonished  to 
find  the  Black  Book,  well  remembered  by  her  as  t^sr 
mother's  favourite  study,  of  which  she  immediately  * 
took  possession,  with  aa  much  joy,  as  her  present 
situation  rendered  her  capable  of  feeling. 

Ignorant  in  a  great  measure  of  its  contentf,  Mart 
Avenel  had  been  taught  from  her  infancy  tohok)  this 
volume  in  sacred  veneration.  It  is  probable  that  tha 
deceased  Ladyof  Walter  Avenel  only  oostponed  initiSi* 
ing  herdanghterinto  the  myateriea  of  the  Divine  Word, 
imtil  aha  •bookt  bo  batter  able  to  oomprahand  hoik 


IM  laMitfum^i^  it  tatiffht,  and  the  mk  «t  whioh,  in 
those  time&  they  were  studied.  Death  interposed, 
and  removed  her  before  the  thnes  became  favourable 
to  the  reformers,  and  before  her  dMi8[hter  was  so  far 
advanced  in  a^e  as  to  be  fit  to  receive  religions  in- 
struction of  this  deep  import  But  the  amTctionate 
mother  had  made  preparations  for  the  earthly  work, 
which  she  had  most  at  heart  There  were  slips  of 
paper  inserted  in  the  volume,  in  which,  by  an  appeal 
to,  and  a  comparison  of,  various  passages  in  nolv 
writ  the  erroni  and  human  inventions  with  whtcn 
the  Church  of  Rome  had  defaced  the  simple  edifice  of 
Chrfstisnity,  as  erected  by  its  divine  architect,  were 
pointud  out.  These  controversial  topics  were  treated 
with  a  spirit  of  calmness  and  Christian  charity^  which 
might  have  been  an  example  to  the  theologians  of 
the  ptiriod ;  but  they  were  clearly,  fairly,  anu  plainly 
aroued,  and  supported  by  the  necessary  proofs  and 
reierences.  Other  papers  there  were  which  had  no 
•efcrence  whatever  to  polemics,  but  were  the  simple 
effusions  of  a  devout  mind  communing  with  itself. 
Among  these  was  one  frequently  used,  as  it  seemed 
from  the  state  of  the  manuscript,  on  which  the  mother 
of  Mary  had  transcribed  ana  placed  together  those 
affecting  texts  to  which  the  heart  has  recourse  in 
affliction,  and  which  assure  us  at  once  of  the  sym- 
pathy and  protection  afibrded  to  the  children  of  the 
promise.  In  Mary  Avenel's  state  of  mind,  these 
attracted  her  above  all  the  other  lessons,  which, 
opming  from  a  hand  so  dear,  had  reached  her  at  a 
time  so  critical,  and  in  a  manner  so  touching.  She 
read  the  affecting  promise  "  I  will  never  leave  thee 
nor  forsake  thcje,''  and  the  consoling  exhortation, 
"  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  I  will  deli- 
ver thee."  She  read  thein,  and  her  heart  acquiesced 
ta  the  conclusion,  Sorelv  this  is  the  word  of  God  I 

There  are  those  to  whom  a  sense  of  religion  has 
come  in  storm  and  tempest ;  there  are  those  whom 
it  has  summoned  amid  scenes  of  revelry  and  idle 
vanity  I  there  are  those,  too^  who  have  heanl  its  "still 
small  voice"  amid  rural  leisure  and  placid  content- 
ment But  perhaps  the  knowledge  which  causeth 
■ot  to  err,  is  most  frequently  impressed  upon  the 
mind  during  seasons  of  afiiiction;  and  teare  are  the 
softened  showere  which  cause  the  seed  of  Heaven  to 
spring  and  take  root  in  the  human  breast  At  least 
it  was  thus  with  Mary  Avenel.  She  was  insensible 
to  the  discordant  noise  which  rang  below,  the  clang 
•f  bars  and  the  jarring  symphony  of  the  levera  which 
tfaoy  used  to  force  them,  the  measured  shoots  of  the 
labouring  inmates  as  they  combined  their  strength 
for  each  heave,  and  gave  time  with  their  voices  to 
the  exertion  of  their  arms,  and  their  deeplv  muttered 
vows  of  revenue  on  the  fugitives  who  had  Seqoeathed 
them  at  their  departure  a  task  so  toilsome  and  diflfi- 
eult  Not  all  this  din,  combined  in  hideous  concert, 
and  expressive  of  vught  but  peace,  love,  and  forgive- 
ness, could  divert  Mary  Avenet  from  the  new  course 
of  study  on  which  she  had  so  singularly  entered. 
**  The  serenity  of  heaven,"  she  said,^'  is  aoove  me ; 
the  sounds  which  are  around  are  but  those  of  earth 
and  earthly  passion." 

Meanwhile  the  noon  was  passed,  and  little  impres- 
iion  was  made  on  the  iron  grate,  when  they  who  la- 
boured at  it  received  a  sudden  reinforcement  by  the 
unexpected  arrival  of  Christie  of  the  Clinthill.  He 
came  at  the  head  of  a  small  party,  consisting  of  four 
horsemen,  who  bore  in  their  caps  the  sprig  of  holly, 
which  was  the  badge  of  AveneK 

"What  hoi— my  masters,"  he  said,  "I  bring  yon 
a  Trisoner." 

^'  You  had  better  have  bnmght  na  liberty,"  said 
Vnn  of  the  Howlet-hiret 

«  Christie  looked  at  the  state  of  affaire  vnth  great 
mrprise.  "An  I  were  to  be  handed  for  it,"  he  said, 
*  **  as  I  may  for  as  little  a  matter,!  could  not  forbear 
laughing  at  seeing  men  pesping  through  their  own 
bars  like  so  mstty  rats  in  a  rat-*trep,  and  he  with  the 
beard  behind,  like  the  oldest  rat  in  the  cellar!" 

"  Hush,  thou  uamannered  knave,"  said  Edward, 
**it  is  the  Sub-Prior;  and  this  is  neither  time,  place, 
nor  company,  for  your  ruffian  jests." 

"What,  ho!  is  my  young  master  mslapertT'  said 
iaiiri  "why   man   wen  he  tey  own  caxoal 


id 

father,  inataad  of  hOng  ftXkm  to  Mf  tiM  vmrid,  I 
wouki  have  my  laugh  oot  And  n^w  it  is  over,  I 
most  assist  you,  I  reckwi,  for  yon  are  aettiag  very 
greenly  about  this  gear~init  the  pinch  nearer  the  sta- 
ple, nun,  and  band  nis  an  iron  crow  tbrousb  the 
grate,  for  that's  the  fowl  to  fly  away  with  a  wicket 
on  its  shoukiers.  I  have  broke  into  as  many  grates 
8s  you  have  teeth  in  your  yooiig  head~«y,  and  brokt 
out  of  them,  too,  as  the  Captain  of  the  Castle  ai 
Lochmaben  knows  full  well.'' 

Christie  did  not  boast  more  skill  than  he  iBaDy 
possessed;  for,  applying  their  combined  Btrei»th, 
under  the  direction  of  that  experienced  engineer,  Mt 
and  staple  gave  way  before  them,  and  in  leaa  thas 
half  an  hour,  the  grate,  which  had  so  long  repelled 
their  force,  stood  open  before  them. 

"And  now,"  said  Edward,  "to  horse,  my  mate^ 
and  puraue  the  villain  Shafton  I" 

"Halt  there,"  said  Christie  of  the  Clinthill ;  •*par 
sue  your  guest,  my  master's  fHend  and  my  own  t— 
there  go  two  words  to  that  bargain.  What  the  fbol 
fiend  would  you  pursue  him  for  1" 

"Let  me  pass,"  said  Edward  vehementlv,  **I  wiS 
be  staid  by  no  man— *the  villain  has  murdered  my 
brother!" 

"  What  says  he  1"  said  Christie,  turning  to  the 
others  t  "  murdered?  who  is  murdered,  and  by 
wbomr* 

"  The  Englishman,  Sir  Piereie  ShaAon,"  said  Dan 
of  the  Howlet-hirat  "  has  murdered  vonng  Halbert 
Glendinning  yesterday  morning,  and  we  have  all 
risen  to  the  fray." 

"  It  is  a  bedlam  bnsinees,  I  think,"  said  Christie. 
"  Firet  1  find  you  all  locked  up  in  your  own  towei; 
and  next  I  am  come  to  prevent  vou  revenging  a  mnr- 
der  that  was  never  committed  V* 

",  I  tell  you,"  said  Edward,  "  that  my  brother  was 
slain  and  buried  yesterday  morning  by  this  faifaw 
Encdishman." 

''And  I  tell  you,"  answered  Christie, "  that  I  sawbtn 
alive  and  well  last  night  I  would  I  knew  hia  trick 
of  getting  out  of  the  grave;  most  men  find  it  more 
hard  tohreak  through  a  green  sod  than  a  grated  door>' 

Everv  body  now  paused,  and  looked  on  Christie  a 
astonishment,  until  the  Sob-Prior,  who  had  hitherto 
avoided  communicBtion  with  him,  came  np,  and  re- 
quired earnestly  to  know,  whether  he  meant  really 
to  maintain  that  Halbert  Olendinning  lived. 

"  Father,"  he  said,  with  more  req;>ect  than  he  tim- 
ally  showed  to  any  one  save  his  master,  "  I  confess 
I  may  sometimes  jest  with  those  of  your  coat  but 
not  with  you ;  because,  as  you  may  partly  recoTleet 
I  owe  you  a  life.  It  is  certain  as  the  sun  is  in  b^- 
ven,  that  Halbert  Glendinning  supped  at  the  house 
of  mv  master  the  Baron  of  Avenel  last  night,  and 
that  he  came  thithtr  in  company  with  an  old  man, 
of  whom  more  anon." 

"  And  where  is  he  now  7" 

"  Th&  deffti  only  can  answer  that  question,'*  w- 
pliedChristii!,  ^'foriht?  devil  ban  pc^5e%^*ed  the  whole 
family^  I  think.  He  took  fright,  the  foolish  lad,  at 
sOTibi  thing  ur  other  which  our  Baron  did  in  his  moody 
hrtiiour.  and  bo  he  jumpdl  into  the  Uke  ami  i 
asKonr  Ij  k^  ?)  wj  Id -duck.  Robin  of  Red -castle  0j 
a  good  pIdiTitf  in  ehfti^nj!  iiim  this  morning." 

Ann  u'hy  did  ho  chnie  the  youth  T'  saifT thd  Svb-' 
Priory  ''  what  hnrm  had  be  done?'' 

"  ISon^  that  I  know  of^**  said  Christie;  "  bat  Mich 
wai  the  Haniri'^  order,  bctng  \n  biB  mood,  and  all  the 
worM  having  gon^  m^id,  as  I  have  »md  before." 

"  Wbiihor  away  flo  faat,  Edward  ?"  iaid  the  monk. 

"  To  Ci)m-nan-Bhian,  For  her,"  answered  the 
yomh,— *'  Marrin  nnd  Dan,  lake  pick- axe  azid  mat- 
tock, ami  fnlbw  mr;  if  yoti  he  mcnP 

"  Ri^bt,'^  ifind  lIu!  monk.  ''  and  f^j]  not  to  give  as 
instant  notice  what  yoo  find." 

"If  you  find  aught  there  like  Halbert  Glendin- 
mng,"  said  Christie,  halloomg  after  Edward.  "I 
will  be  boond  to  eat  him  unsalted.— ^Tis  a  siRht  tu 
see  now  hew  that  feitow  takes  the  bent  f— It  la  ra 
the  time  of  action  men  see  what  lads  are  made  ot 
Halbert  was  aye  skipping  op  and  down  like  a  ro«^ 
and  his  brother  need  to  sit  in  the  chimney-nor>k  with 
his  book  and  sic  like  trashr-Bat  the  lad  w«9  Ut»a 
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loaded  hackbut,  which  will  stand  in  the  comer  as 
quiet  as  an  old  crutch  until  ye  draw  the  trimr,  and 
then  there  is  nothing  but  flash  and  smoke.— But  here 
comes  my  prisoner :  and,  setting  other  matters  aside, 
I  must  pray  a  word  with  you.  Sir  Sub-Prior,  respect- 
ing him.  I  came  on  before  to  treat  about  him,  but 
1  was  interrupted  with  this  fasherie." 

Ab  he  spoke,  two  more  of  Avenel's  troopers  rode 
into  the  court-yard,  leading  betwixt  them  a  horse,  on 
which,  with  his  hands  bound  to  his  side  sate  the  re- 
fbrraed  preacher,  Henry  Warden. 


CHAPTER  XXXI.  • 

At  achool  I  knew  bim— a  •harp-witted  youth. 
Grave,  thouf Iitful,  and  reserved  among  hii  mater, 
Tuminf  the  nourv  of  iport  and  food  to  lalxHir. 
Starving  his  body  to  intbrm  hit  mind.— 0/tf  Play. 

Tks  Sub- Prior,  at  the  Borderer's  request,  had  not 
failed  to  return  to  the  tower,  into  which  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  Christie  of  the  Clinthill,  who.  shutting  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  drew  near,  and  began  his  dis- 
course with  great  confidence  and  familianty. 

*•  My  master,"  he  said,  **  sends  me  with  his  com- 
mendations to  Vou,  Sir  Sub-Prior,  above  all  the  com- 
munity of  St.  Mary'^  and  more  specially  than  even 
to  the  Abbot  himself;  for  though  he  be  termed  my 
lord,  and  so  forth,  all  the  world  knows  that  you  are 
the  tongue  of  the  trump." 

"  If  you  have  aught  to  say  to  me  concerning  the 
community,"  said  the  Sub-Pnor, "  it  were  well  you  pro- 
ceeded in  It  without  farther  delay.  Time  presses,  and 
the  fate  of  young  Glendinning  dwells  on  my  mind." 

"  I  will  be  caution  for  him,  body  for  body,"  said 
Christie.  "I  do  protest  to  you,  as  sure  as  I  am  a  liv- 
inz  man,  so  surely  is  he  one." 

"  Should  I  not  tell  his  unhappy  mother  the  joyful 
tidings?*'  said  Father  Eustace,—  and  yet  better  wait 
till  they  return  from  searching  the  grave.— Well,  Sir 
Jackman,  your  message  to  me  from  your  master?" 

**  My  lord  and  master."  said  Christie,  "hath  good 
reason  to  believe  that,  trom  the  information  ofcer- 
tain  back  friends,  whom  he  will  reward  at  more  lei- 
sure, your  reverend  community  hath  been  led  to  deem 
him  ill  attached  to  Holy  Church,  allied  with  heretics 
and  those  who  favour  heresy,  and  a  hungerer  after 
the  spoils  of  your  Abbey." 

"  Be  brief,  good  henchman,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
^  for  the  devil  is  ever  most  to  be  feared  when  he 
preacheth." 

"  Briefly,  then— my  master  desires  yoiurfnendahip; 
and  to  excuse  himself  from  the  maligners'  caliim- 
nips,  he  sends  to  your  Abbot  that  Henry,  Warden, 
whose  sermons  have  turned  the  world  upside  down, 
to  be  dealt  with  as  Holy  Church  dh-ects,  and  as  the 
Abbot's  pleasure  may  determine." 

The  Sub-Prior's  eyes  sparkled  at  the  intelligence ; 
for  it  had  been  accounted  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance that  this  man  should  be  arrested,  possesstxi^  as 
he  was  known  to  be,  of  so  much  zeal  and  popularity, 
that  scarcely  the  preaching  of  Knox  himself  had  been 
more  awakening  to  the  people,  and  more  formidable 
to  the  Church  ot  Rome. 

In  fact,  that  ancient  system,  which  so  well  accom- 
modated its  doctrines  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of  a 
barbarous  age,  had,  since  the  art  of  printing,  and  the 
gradual  diHusion  of  knowledge,  lain  floating  like 
some  huge  leviathan,  into  which,  ten  thousand  re- 
forming flshers  were  darting  their  harpoons.  The 
Roman  Church  of  Scotland,  in  particular,  was  at  her 
last  gasp,  actually  blowing  blood  and  water,  yet  still 
with  unremitted,  though  animal  exertions,  maintain- 
ing the  conflict  with  the  assailants,  who  on  every 
side  were  plunging  their  weapons  into  her  bulky  body. 
In  many  large  towns,  the  monasteries  had  been  sup- 
pressed oy  the  fury  or  the  populace ;  in  other  places, 
their  possessions  had  been  usurped  by  the  power  of 
the  reformed  nobles ;  but  stiTl  the  hierarchy  made  a 
part  of  the  common  law  of  the  realm,  and  might 
claim  both  its  property  and  it's  privileges  wherever  it 
had  the  means  of  asserting  them.  The  community 
of  Saint  Mary's  of  Kennaquhair  was  considered  as 
being  particularly  in  this  situation.  They  had  re- 
uuned,  undiminished,  their  territoriaT  power  and  in« 
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fluence ;  and  the  great  ban'ons  in  the  neighbmnliood,' 
partly  from  their  attachment  to  the  party  in  the  state 
who  still  upheld  the  old  system  of  religion,  partly 
because  each  grudged  the  share  of  the  prey  which 
the  others  must  necessarily  claim,  had  as  yet  abstained 
from  despoiling  the  Halidome.  The  Community  was' 
also  understood  to  be  protected  by  the  powerful  Earis 
of  Northumberland  and  Westmoreland,  whose  zea- 
lous attachment  to  the  Catholic  faith  caused  at  a  later 
period  the  great  rebellion  of  the  tenth  of  Elizabeth. 

Thus  happily  placed,  it  was  sirpposed  by  the  friends 
of  the  decaying  cause  of  the  Roman  Catnolic  faith, 
that  some  determined  example  of  courage  and  reso- 
lution exercised  where  the  franchises  oi  the  church 
were  yet  entire,  and  her  jurisdiction  undisputed, 
might  awe  the  progress  of  the  new  opinione  into  ao- 
tivitv:  and,  protected  by  the  Jaws  which  still  ex- 
isted, and  by  the  favour  of  the  sovereign,  might  be  the 
means  of  securing  the  territory  which  Rome ^et  pre- 
served in  Scotland,  and  perhaps  of  recovenng  that 
which  she  had  lost. 

The  matter  had  been  considered  more  than  ones 
by  the  northern  Catholics  of  Scotland,  and  they  had 
held  communication  with  those  of  the  south.  Fa- 
ther Eustace,  devoted  by  his  public  and  private  vows, 
had  caught  the  flame,  and  had  eagerly  advised  that 
they  should  execute  the  doom  of  heresy  on  the  first 
reformed  preacher^  or,  according  to  his  sense,  on  the 
flrst  heretic  of  eminence,  who  saoukl  venture  within 
the  precincts  of  the  Halidome.  A  heart,  naturally 
kind  and  noble,  was,  in  this  instance,  as  it  has  b-sen 
in  many  more,  deceived  by  its  own  gmerosity.  Fa- 
ther Euatace  would  have  been  a  bad  administrator  of 
the  inquisitorial  power  of  Spain,  where  that  power 
was  omnipotent,  an4  where  judgment  was  exercised 
without  danger  to  those  who  inflicted  it.  In  such  a 
situation  his  rigour  might  have  relented  in  favour  of 
the  criminal,  whom  it  was  at  his  pleasure  to  crush  or 
to  place  at  freedom.  But  in  Scotland,  during  this 
crisis,  the  case  was  entirely  diflercnt.  The  question 
was,  whether  one  of  the  spirituality  dared,  at  the 
hazard  of  his  own  hfe,  to  step  forwanl  to  assert  and* 
exercise  the  rights  of  the  church.  Was  there  any 
one  who  would  venture  to  wiek)  the  thunder  in  her 
couse,  or  must  it  remain  like  that  in  the  hand  of  » 
painted  Jupiter^  the  object  of  derision  instead  of  ter- 
ror? The  crisis  was  calculated  to  awake  the  soul  of 
Eustace;  for  it  comprised  the  question,  whether  he- 
dared,  at  all  hazards  to  himself,  to  execute  with  stoi- 
cal severity,  a  measure  which,  according  to  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  was  to  be  advantageous  to  the  churchy 
and,  according  to  ancient  law,  and  to  his  firm  belioC 
was  not  only  justifiable  but  meritorious. 

While  such  resolutions  were  agitated  amongst  th«- 
Catholics,  chance  placed  a  victim  within  theirgraspt 
Henry  Warden  had,  with  the  animation  proper  to  the 
enthusiastic  reformers  of  the  age,  transgressed,  it» 
the  vehemence  of  his  zeal,  the  bounds  of  the  discre- 
tion il  !fh  r'v  allowed  to  his  scot  so  far,  that  it  mnw 
ih^  .-  .;  .  '  tiii^n-^a  pi  raoni^l  cJigriiry  WD*t  cnnremed 
in  I f  r  I  a  .:i  ri :4  i t  r i n  to  '^i ^\\c^..  He  tW  frt^fm  Edi n burgh, 
with  ri^i^ymmeiidauori*,  however,  from  Loril  Jam^ 
Sirwari,  afierwariia  [ho  eeTebriated  Earl  of  JMLirrfly, 
to  ^(jinc  of  the  Bonder  clitcftftma  of  mfi^rior  mni, 
wliQ  wercprivatdv  conjuTeiJ  to  procure  hnn  »of«  fins- 
sai;t3  miQ  England,  One  of  the  pHueip^it  per&oTia  to 
w!iam  Huch  r^scommenfhitiDn  wiis  addrosaod^  wds- 
Julinn  Avenel;  fbr  as  yet,  and  for  a  considerabli* 
timt^  nfierwnrd*,  the  corfe^»ondl«TiPe  ar^  interest  of 
Lfrd  JitnifB  lav*  rather  Aitfi  the  subordinate  leaders 
ttin'tn  wjph  thi^chieft  of  ^reai  powrfr  *nji  iwm  of  dis- 
tin^^ti^hod  inAuf^nciij  upon  theBorctor^  JulFiaTi  Avenel 
hftfl  inirignt'd  wilhoul  scruple  with  both  parlioa— ytjr 
b«[!  A9  he  wB^  he  ciTtainly  would  n^l  hnvt  prociisedf 
aught  agnin^t  the  guest  whtwo  LoFd  Jsmos  had 
recornmemitNJ  to  his  hofrtMhty»  had  it  not  been  for 
wJiBt  hu  termed  the  ptt-achcr^B  officioiTS  pntf^rmLtldliuK 
in  hie  fnmrly  affHirs.  But  wht-n  h«  h*d  dHt-rmmod 
to  make  Warden  rue  the  Kn^ture  he  had  rend  bJm| 
and  ihc  sccncof  pablkscnndD!  whkh  be  hfid  cnusedf 
in  hia  hull,  Julinn  rtrj^alnti  with  tho  iMn^titutionol 
shrewdness  of  \Vm  disposition^  to  conjbin*  bit  verl- 

5ftlnce  wjib  his  interest.    Arid  ihdtefbro.  iinit^ad  of' 
Cling  vioknce  on  thft  pctson  of  Hen«7  Wark** 
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withiil  hU  own  oMtle,  he  dielermiaed  to  dehver  him 
UP  to  the  Community  of  Saint  Mary's,  and  at  once 
make  them  the  instrumenia  of  hi*  own  revenf^e,  and 
found  a  claim  of  personal  recompense,  cither  in  mo- 
ney^ or  in  a  grant  of  Abbey  lands  at  a  low  quitrent, 
which  last  began  now  to  be  the  established  form  in 
which  the  temporal  nobles  plundered  the  spirituality. 

The  Sub-Pnor,  therefore,  of  Saint  Mary'iL  unex- 
pectedly saw  the  steadfast,  active,  and  inflexible  ene- 
my of  the  church  delivered  into  his  hand,  and  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  moke  good  his  promises  to 
the  (Jrieods  of  the  Catholic  faith,  by  ouenching  here- 
9y  in  the  blood  of  one  of  its  most  zealous  professors. 

To  the  honour  more  of  Father  Eustace's  heart 
than  of  his  consistency,  the  communication  thai 
Henry  Warden  was  placed  within  his  power,  struck 
him  witli  more  sorrow  than  triumph :  but  his  next 
feelings  were  those  of  exultation.  "  It  is  sad,"  he 
said  to  himseit  "  to  cause  human  sufiering,  it  is  aw- 
ful to  cause  human  blood  to  be  spilled ;  but  the  judge 
to  whom  the  sword  of  Saint  Paul,  as  well  as  the 
keys  of  Saint  Peter,  are  confkied,  must  not  flinch 
fh>m  his  task.  Our  weapon  returns  into  our  own 
bosom  if  not  wielded  with  a  steady  and  unrelenting 
hand  against  the  irreconcilable  enemies  of  the  Holy 
Church.  Ptnat  iaU!  It  is  the  doom  he  has  incur- 
ted,  and  were  alt  the  heretics  in  Scotland  armed  and 
at  his  back,  they  should  not  prevent  its  being  pro- 
Qouneed,  and,  J f  possible,  enforced.— Bring  the  here- 
tic before  me,"  he  said,  issuing  his  commands  aloud, 
«nd  in  a  tone  of  authority. , 

Henry  Wardon  was  led  in,  his  hands  still  bound, 
Iwt  his  £eet  at  Uberty. 

"Clear  the  apartment,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  *^ oi 
all  bwt  the  necessary  guard  on  the  prisoner." 

Afl  retired  excepting'  Cliristie  of  the  Clinthill,  who, 
having  dtemisseti  the  inferior  troopers  whom  he  com- 
manded, unsheathed  his  sword,  and  placed  himself 
beside  the  door,  as  if  taking  upon  him  the  charac- 
ter of  sentinel. 

Thejudge  and  the  accused  met  face  to  face,  and  in 
that  of  both  was  enthroned  the  noble  confidence  of 
rectitude.  The  monk  was  about,  at  the  utmost  risk 
to  himself  and  his  community,  to  exercise  what  in 
his  ignorance  heconceiveil  to  be  his  duty.  The 
preacher,  actuated  by  a  l>etter  informed,  yet  not  a 
more  ardent  zeal,  was  prompt  to  submit  to  execution 
for  God's  sake,  and  to  seal,  were  it  necessary,  his 
mission  with  his  blood.  Placed  at  such  a  distance 
of  time  as  better  enables  us  to  appreciate  the  tenden- 
cy of  the  principles  on  which  they  severally  acted, 
Mre  cannot  doubt  to  which  the  palm  ought  to  be 
awarded.  But  the  zeal  of  Father  Eustace,  was  as 
ittt  from  paflsion  and  personal  views  as  if  it  had 
been  exertoi  in  a  better  cause. 

They  approached  each  other,  armed  each  and  pre- 
IMired  for  mtellectual  conflict,^  snd  each  intently  re- 
garding his  opponent,  as  if  either  hoped  to  spy  out 
•ome  defect,  some  chasm  in  the  armour  of  his  ante- 
i^oniat.  As  they  gazed  on  each  other,  old  recollec- 
tMMM  began  to  awake  in  either  bosom,  at  the  sight  of 
features  long  unseen  and  miich  altered,  but  not  for- 
gotten. The  brow  of  the  Sub-Prior  dismissed  by 
degreea  its  frown  of  command,  the  look  of  calm  yet 
fttara  defiance  gradually  vanished  from  that  of  War- 
den, and  both  lost  for  an  instant  that  of  gloomy 
•solemnity.  They  had  been  ancient  and  intimate 
-friends  in  youth  at  a  foreign  university,  but  had  been 
long  separated  from  each  other;  and  the  chang;eof 
name,  which  the  preacher  had  adopted  from  motives 
of  safety,  and  the  monk  from  the  common  custom  of 
the  convent,  had  prevented  the  possibility  of  their 
hitherto  recognising  och  other  in  the  opposite  parts 
which  they  had  been  playing  in  the  great  polemical 
and  poUtical  drama.  But  now  the  Sub-Prior  ex- 
claimed, "  Henry  Wellwoed !"  and  the  preacher  re- 
plied, •* William  Allan!"— and,  stirred  by  the  old 
familiar  names,  and  never-to-be- for^tten  recollec- 
tions of  college  ftudies  and  college  intimacy,  their 
bands  were  for  a  moment  locked  in  each  other. 

"Remove  his  bonds,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  and 

assisted  Christie  in  performing;  that  office  with  his 

own  hands,  ah  bough  the  prisoner  scarcely  would 

-aiiaeiu  to  be  unbound,  repeaJn^  with  emphasis,  that 


henijoioed  in  the  cause  for  which  bs  anffisred  shame. 
When  his  hands  were  at  liberty,  however,  he  showed 
his  sense  of  the  kindness  by  again  exchan^og  t 
grasp  and  a  look  of  aflection  with  the  Sub-Pnor. 

The  salute  was  frank  and  generous  on  either  aids, 
yet  it  was  but  the  friendly  recognition  and  greetiog 
which  is  wont  to  take  place  betwixt  adverse  cham- 
pions, who  do  nothing  in  hate^  but  all  in  honour.  As 
each  felt  the  pressure  of  the  situation  in  which  th^ 
stood,  he  Quitted  the  grasp  of  the  other's  hand,  and 
they  fell  back,  confrontmg  each  other  with  looks 
more  calm  and  sorrowful  than  enressive  of  any 
other  passion.    The  Sub-Prior  was  the  first  to  sfxak. 

"  AfiA  is  this,  then,  the  end  of  that  reatlesa  activity 
of  mind,  that  hold  and  indefatigable  love  of  trutk 
that  urged  investigation  to  its  utmost  limita,  aoa 
seemed  to  take  heaven  itself  by  storm— is  this  the  ter- 
mination of  Wellwood'scareer  1— And  having  known 
and  loved  him-during  the  best  years  of  our  youth,  da 
we  meet  in  our  old  age  as  judge  and  criminal  T* 

"  Not  as  judge  and  crinunav'  said  Henry  Warden, 
—for  to  avoid  confusion  we  describe  him  bv  his  Ista 
and  best-known  name— "Not  as  judge  ana  criminal 
do  we  meet,  but  as  a  misguided  oppressor  and  his 
ready  and  devoted  victim.  I,  too,  roav  ask.  are  these 
the  harvest  of  the  rich  hopes  excited  oy  the  dasncsl 
learning,  acute  logical  powers,  and  varied  knowledge 
of  William  Allan,  that  he  should  sink  to  be  the  soli- 
tary drone  of  a  cell,  graced  only  above  the  swam 
with  the  high  commission  of  executing  Roman 
malice  on  alfwho  oppose  Roman  imposturel" 

"Not  to  thee,"  answered  the  Sub-Prior,  "be  as- 
sured—not  unto  Ihee,  nor  unto  mortal  man,  will  I 
render  an  account  of  the  power  with  which  the 
church  may  have  invested  me.  It  was  granted  but  as  a 
deposit  for  her  welfare— for  her  welfare  it  shall  at  eve- 
ry risk  be  exercised,  without  fear  and  without  favour." 

"  I  expected  no  less  from  vqur  misguided  seal,** 
answered  the  preacher:  "and  in  me  have  you  met 
one  on  whom  you  may  fearlessly  exercise  your  aut^ 
rity,  secure  that  his  mind  at  least  will  defy  your  infio- 
ence,  as  the  snows  of  that  Mont  Blanc  which  m^  saw 
together,  shrink  not  under  the  heat  of  the  hottest 
summer  aun." 

"  I  do  believe  thee,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  I  do 
believe  that  thine  is  indeed  metal  unmalleable  by 
force.  Let  it  yield  then  to  persuasion.  Let  ua  dd>ate 
these  matters  of  faith,  as  we  once  were  wont  to  coo- 
duct  our  scholastic  disputes,  when  houra^  nav  days. 
glided  past  in  the  mutual  exercise  of  our  inteUectual 
powers.  It  may  be  thou  mayst  yet  hear  the  voice  of 
the  shepherd,  and  return  to  the  universal  fold." 

"  No,  Allan,"  replied  the  prisoner,  "  this  is  no  vain 
Question,  devised  by  dreaming  scholiasts,  on  which 
they  may  whet  their  inteUectual  faculties  nniil  the 
very  metal  be  wasted  away.  The  errors  whidi  I 
combat  are  like  those  fiends  which  are  only  cast  oat 
by  fasting  and  prayer.  Alas!  not  many  wise,  not 
many  learned  are  chosen ;  the  cottage  ana  the  hamlet 
shall  in  our  days  bear  witness  against  the  schools 
and  their  disciples.  Thy  very  wisdom,  which  is  fool- 
ishness, hath  made  thee,  as  the  Greeka  of  old,  hold 
as  foolishness  that  which  is  the  only  true  wisdom." 

"This,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  sternly,  "is  the  mm 
cant  of  Ignorant  enthusiasm,  which  appealcth  from 
learning  and  from  authority,  from  the  sure  guidance 
of  that  lamp  which  God  hath  aiforded  ua  in  the 
Councils  and  in  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  to  a  rash, 
self-willed,  and  arbitrary  interpretation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, wrested  according  to  the  private  opinion  d 
each  speculating  heretic." 

"  I  disdain  to  reply  to  the  charge,"  replied  Warden. 
"The  question  at  issue  between  your  church  and 
mine,  is,  whether  we  will  be  judg^ed  by  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  or  by  the  devices  and  decisions  of  mea 
not  less  subject  to  error  than  ourselves,  and  who 
have  defaced  our  holy  religion  with  vain  denoea, 
reared  up  idols  of  stone  and  wood,  in  (brm  of  thoss, 
who,  when  they  lived,  were  but  sinful  creatures,  to 
share  the  worship  due  only  to  the  Creator— esta- 
blished a  toll-house  betwixt  heaven  and  hell,  that 
f»rofitabIe  purgatory  of  which  the  Pope  keepa  the  ken, 
ike  an  iniquitous  judge  commutea  puniahmcnt  wc 
briber 


I  iniquitous 
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**  SUeiio&  bltaphemar,"  tai^  the  Sub^Prioc.  stcviiljr, 
**  or  I  will  nave  thy  blatant  obloquy  stopped  with  a 

"Ay,"  replied  Warden,  "such  ia  the  freedom  of 

£e  Christian  conference  to  which  Rome's  priests  so 
ndly  invite  us !— the  gag— the  rack— the  axe— is  the 
ratio  ultima  Romm.  But  know  thou,  mine  ancient 
friend,  that  the  character  of  thy  former  companion 
is  not  so  changed  by  age,  but  that  he  still  dares  to 
endure  for  the  cause  of  truth  all  that  thy  proud  hie- 
rarchy shall  dare  to  inflict." 

"  Of  that,"  said  the  monk,  "  I  nothing  doubt— 
Thou  wert  ever  a  lion  to  turn  against  the  spear  of 
the  hunter,  not  a  stag  to  be  dismayed  at  the  ^ound  of 
his  bude.  — He  walked  through  the  room  in  silence. 
'•  Wellwood,"  he  said  at  length,  "  we  can  no  longer 
be  friends.  Our  faith,  our  hope,  our  anchor  on  futu- 
rity, is  no  longer  the  same." 

"  Deep  is  my  sorrow  that  thou  speakest  truth.— 
May  God  so  judge  me,"  said  the  Reformer,  "  as  I 
voutd  buy  the  conversion  of  a  soul  like  thine  with 
my  dearest  heart's  blood." 

*•  To  thee,  and  with  better  reason,  do  I  return  the 
wish,"  replied  the  Sub-Prior ;  "  it  is  such  an  arm  as 
thine  that  should  defend  the  bulwarks  of  the  Church, 
and  it  is  now  directing  the  battering-ram  against  them, 
and  rendering  practicable  the  breach  through  whidi 
all  that  is  greedy,  and  all  that  is  base,  and  all  that  is 
mutable  and  hot-headed  in  this  innovating  age,  al- 
ready hope  to  advance  to  destruction  and  to  spoil 
But  since  such  is  our  fate,  that  we  can  no  longer 
fight  side  by  side  as  friends,  let  us  at  least  act  as 
generous  enemies.  You  cannot  have  forgotten, 
'  O  fran  bonta  iM  cavilieri  antiqui  l 

Erano  nemid,  oron'  de  fcde  diverta' 

Although,  perhaps,"  he  added,  stopping  short  in  his 
quotation,  "  your  new  faith  forbids  you  to  reserve  a 
place  in  your  memorv,  even  for  what  high  poets  have 
recorded  of  loyal  faith,  and  generous  sentiment." 

**  The  faiih  of  Buchanan,"  replied  the  preacher, 
**  the  faith  of  Buchanan  and  of  Beza  cannot  be  un- 
friendly to  literature.  But  the  poet  you  have  quoted 
affords  strains  fitter  for  a  dissolute  court  than  for  a 
convent." 

"  I  might  retort  on  your  Theodore  Beza,"  said  the 
Snb-Prior  smiling  \  but  **  I  hate  the  judgment  that, 
like  the  flesh-fly,  skims  over  whatever  is  sound  to  de- 
tect and  settle  upon  some  spot  which  is  tainted.  But 
to  the  purpose.  If  I  conduct  thee  or  send  thee  a  pri- 
soner to  Saint  Mary's,  thou  art  to-night  a  tenant  of 
the  dungeon,  to-morrow  a  burden  to  the  gibbet-tree. 
If  I  were  to  let  thee  go  hence  at  large.  I  were  thereby 
wronging  the  Holy  Church,  and  breaking  mine  own 
•olemn  vow.  Other  resolutions  may  be  adopted  in 
the  capital,  or  belter  times  may  speedily  ensue.  Wilt 
thou  remam  a  true  prisoner  upon  thy  parole,  rescue 
or  no  rescue,  as  is  the  phrase  amongst  the  warriors 
of  this  country  1  Wilt  thou  solemnly  promise  that 
thon  wilt  do  so,  and  that  at  my  summons  thou  wilt 

8 resent  thyself  before  the  Abbot  and  Chapter  of  Saint 
lary*!  and  that  thou  wilt  not  stir  from  this  house 
above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  any  direction  1  Wilt 
thou,  I  say,  engage  me  thy  word  for  this  7  and  such 
is  the  sure  trust  which  I  repose  in  thy  good  faith,  that 
thou  shalt  remain  here  unharmed  ana  unsecured,  a 
prisoner  at  large,  subject  only  to  appear  before  our 
court  when  called  upon." 

The  preacher  paused—"  I  am  unwilling,"  be  said, 
"  to  fetter  my  native  liberty  hy  any  self-adopted  en- 
gagement. But  I  am  already  m  your  power,  and  you 
ynay  bind  me  to  my  answer.  By  such  promise,  to 
abide  within  a  certam  limit,  and  to  appear  when  call- 
ed upon,  I  renounce  not  any  liberty  which  I  at  pre- 
sent possesi^  and  am  free  to  exercise;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  bemg  in  bonds^  and  at  your  mercy,  I  ac- 

fiire  thereby  a  liberty  which  I  at  present  possess  not. 
will  therefore  accept  of  thy  proffer,  as  what  is  cour- 
teously offered  on  thy  part,  and  may  be  honourably 
accepted  on  mine." 

"  Stay  yet*"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  one  important 
part  of  tny  engagement  is  forgotten— thou  art  far- 
ther to  promise,  that  while  thus  left  at  liberty,  thou 
wilt  not  preach  or  teach,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  of 
tliote  pestilent  heresies  by  which  so  many  souls  have 


baen  in  this  oar  day  won  oyer  from  the  kinsdom  of 
light  to  the  kingdom  of  darkness." 

^'  There  we  break  off  our  treaty,"  aaid  Warden 
firmly—"  Wo  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the  Gosupet  1' 

The  Sub-Prior's  countenance  became  clouded,  and 
he  again  paced  the  apartment,  and  muttered,  '*  A 
pl^e  upon  the  self-willed  fool !"  then  stopped  shor* 
m  his  walk,  and  proceeded  in  his  argument.— "Why 
by  iliine  own  reasoning,  Henry,  thy  refusal  here  i« 
but  peevish  obstinacy.  It  is  in  my  power  to  placa 
you  where  your  preaching  can  reach  no  human  ear 
m  promising  therefore  to  abstain  from  it,  you  giant 
nothing  which  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  retuse." 

"  I  know  not  that,"  replied  Henry  Warden ;  "  thou 
mayst  indeed  cast  me  into  a  dungeon,  but  can  I  fore* 
tell  that  my  Master  hath  not  task-work  for  me  to  per- 
form even  in  that  dreary  mansion  1  The  chains  of 
saints  have,  ere  now,  been  the  means  of  breaking 
the  bonds  of  Satan.  In  a  prison,  holy  Paul  found 
the  jailer  whom  he  brought  to  believe  the  word  of 
salvation,  he  and  all  his  nouse." 

"  Nay,'^  said  the  Sub-Prior,  in  a  tone  betwixt  anger 
and  scorn,  "  if  you  match  yourself  with  the  blessed 
Apostle,  it  were  time  we  had  done— prepare  to  endure 
what  thy  folly,  as  well  as  thy  heresy,  deserves.- Bind 
him.  soldier. 

With  proud  submission  to  his  fate,  and  regard- 
ing the  Sub-Prior  with  something  which  almost 
amounted  to  a  smile  of  superiority,  the  preacher  placed 
his  arms  so  that  the  bonds  could  ba  again  fastened 
round  him. 

"  Spare  me  not,"  he  said  to  Christie ;  for  even  that 
ruffian  hesitated  to  draw  the  cord  straitly. 

The  Sub-Prior,  rneanwhile.  looked  at  him  from 
under  his  cowl,  which  he  had  drawn  over  his  head, 
and  partly  over  his  face,  as  if  he  wished  to  shade  his 
own  emotions.  They  were  those  of  a  huntsman  with- 
in point-blank  shot  of  a  noble  stag,  who  is  yet  too 
much  struck  with  his  majesty  of  front  and  ofaiitler 
to  take  aim  at  him.  They  were  those  of  a  fowler, 
who,  levelling  his  gun  at  a  magnificent  eagle,  is  yet 
reluctant  16  use  his  advantage  when  he  sees  the  no- 
ble sovereign  of  the  birds  pruning  himseli'in  proud  defi- 
ance of  whatever  may  be  attempted  against  Uiio^ 
The  heart  of  the  Sub-Prior  (bigoted  as  he  was)  re- 
lented, and  he  doubted  if  he  ought  to  purchase,  by  a 
rigorous  discharge  of  what  he  deemed  his  duty,  the 
remorse  he  mi^ht  afterwards  feci  for  the  death  ot 
one  so  nobly  independent  in  thought  and  character, 
the  friend,  besides,  of  his  own  happiest  years,  during 
which  thev  had,  side  by  side,  striven  in  the  noble  race 
of  knowledge,  and  indulged  their  intervals  of  repose  in 
the  lighter  studies  of  classical  and  general  letters. 

The  Sub-Prior's  hand  pressed  his  half-o'ershadow- 
ed  cheek,  and  his  eve,  more  completely  obscured,  w  na 
bent  on  the  ground,  as  if  to  hide  the  workings  of  hia 
relenting  nature. 

"  Were  but  Edward  safe  from  the  infection,"  he 
thought  to  himself—"  Edward,  whose  eager  and  en- 
thusiastic mind  presses  forward  in  the  chase  of  all 
that  hath  even  the  shadow  of  knowledge,  I  might 
trust  this  enthusiast  with  the  women,  after  due  cau- 
tion to  them  that  they  cannot,  without  guilt,  attend 
to  his  reveries." 

As  the  Sub-Prior  revolved  these  thoughts,  and  de- 
layed the  definitive  order  which  was  to  determine  the 
fate  of  the  prisoner,  a  sudden  noise  at  the  entrance  ot 
the  tower  diverted  his  attention  foran  instant,  and.  hia 
cheek  and  brow  inflamed  with  all  the  glow  uf  heat 
and  determination,  Edward  Glendinning  ruaoea  mio 
the  room. 
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ThMi  In  my  jwwo  of  lobm  fray 
Alone  the  mountain  path  rll  wandir, 

And  wmd  my  solitary 
TotlwMulthriiiatl 


.,  way 

tbat  oourta  B0  FOMMr 

Tlmti.  In  the  eabn  nMmantle  tloMfo, 

Alt  ini«riM  may  be  fonlvcn ; 
▲ad  tbere  lor  ChM.  oodaraU  maid, 

My  <niK»i  shall  riM  to  haavMi. 

The  CnUl  Lady  efth»munuun».   . 

Tmi  first  words  which  Edward  uttered  wora,^ 
"My  brother  is  safe,  reverend  father— ha  ia  aaf» 
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tlunk  God,  md  lifwl— Tikcre  if  not  in  Coni-nan- 
■hian  a  grave,  nor  a  vestige  of  a  grave.  The  tfirf 
aroand  toe  fountain  haa  neither  been  disturbed  by 
pick-aze,  spsde,  or  mattock,  since  the  deer's-haur 
first  sprang  there.    He  lives  as  surelv  as  I  live!" 

The  earnestness  of  the  youth— ine  vivacity  with 
which  be  looked  and  moved— the  springy  step,  out- 
stretched hand,  and  ardent  eye,  reminded  Henry 
Warden  of  Halbert,  ao  lately  nis  guide.  The  bro- 
tliera  had  indeed  a  strong  family  resemblance,  though 
Halbert  was  far  more  athletic  and  active  in  his  per- 
son, taller  and  better  knit  in  the  limbs,  and  though 
Edward  had,  on  ordinary  occaaions,  a  look  of  more 
habitual  acuteness  and  more  profound  reflection. 
Tne  preacher  was  interested  as  well  as  the  Sub- 
Prior. 

'*  Of  whom  do  you  speak^  my  son  T*  he  said,  in  a 
tone  as  unconcerned  as  if  his  own  fate  had  not  been 
at  the  same  instant  trembling  in  the  balance,  and  as 
if  a  dungeon  and  death  did  not  appear  to  be  his  in- 
stant doom— ••  Of  whom,  I  aay,  speak  youl  If  of  a 
TOOth  somewhat  older  than  you  seem  to  be— brown- 
haired,  open-featured,  taller  and  strong  than  you 
appear,  yet  havinf^  much  of  the  same  air,  and  of  the 
same  tone  of  voice— if  auch  a  one  is  the  brother 
whom  you  seek,  it  may  be  I  can  tell  you  news  of 
him." 

"  Speak,  then,  for  Haaven's  aake,^  said  Edward— 
**  life  or  death  liea  on  thy  tongue.'* 

The  Sub-Prior  joined  eageny  in  the  same  request, 
and,  wkh^jyL  ^ailtjj^  li>  In:  itjdcd^  the  ptescher  gave 
a  m 1 1^ u [ e  at  l^ou n t  qI  ^ h i l'  c j  r tj >i m  » [ a n cca  under  which 
liMnel  the  elder  GL^ndJtitiiii^,  wuli  *j  tjtoci  adescrip- 
titjn  of  his  person,  thnt  [hero  rcmamed  no  doubt  as 
10  his  identify.  When  he  mc^ntiamal  that  Halbert 
Glundirtnin^  tiaii  conducLpjd  him  to  the  deli  in  which 
tbev  foimd  ihcgrasfl  blotidy^  Bnd  agraYe  newly  cloaed, 
ttna  lold  how  the  yputii  aeeui«l  him«Ir  of  the 
ulatLght^rof  Sir  Pi^reic  Shafton,  ihe  Sub-Prior  looked 
in  I  ndwfnrd  wi(h  aitint&hmcnt. 

""Diiljit  ihuu  not  SBV,  eviiu  now,'^  h^  ^aid.  "that 
there  was  no  vestige  or  s  grave  in  that  spot  r* 

"  No  more  vestige  of  the  earth  having  been  removed 
than  if  the  turf  hnd  grown  there  since  the  days  of 
Adam  "  replied  Edward  Glendinning.  *' It  is  true," 
he  added,  *  that  the  adjacent  grass  was  trampled  and 
bloody." 

"  These  are  delusions  of  the  enemy,"  said  the  Sub- 
Prior,  crossing  himself.— "  Christian  men  may  no 
lonaer  doubt  of  it." 

^^  But  an  it  be  so,"  said  Warden,  "  Christian  men 
might  better  guard  themselves  by  the  sword  of  prayer, 
than  by  the  idle  form  of  a  cabahstical  spell." 

*'  The  badge  of  our  aalvation^"  aaid  tne  Sub-Prior, 
.  "cannot  be  so  termed— the  sign  of  the  cross  dis- 
armeth  nil  evil  spirits." 

"  Ay,"  answered  Henry  Warden,  apt  and  armed  for 
controverey,  "  but  it  should  be  borne  in  the  heart, 
not  scored  with  the  fingere  in  the  am  That  verv 
impassive  air,  through  which  your  hand  passes,  shall 
as  soon  bear  the  imprint  of  your  action,  as  the  exter- 
nal action  ahall  avail  the  fond  bigot  who  substitutes 
vain  motions  of  the  body,  idle  genuflections,  and 
signs  of  the  cross,  for  the  living  and  heart-bom  duties 
of  fiiith  and  good  works." 

**  I  pity  thee,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  aa  actively  ready 
for  polemica  as  bimseU^— "I  pity  thee.  Henry,  and  re- 
ply not  to  thee.  Thou  mayst  as  well  winnow  forth 
and  measure  the  ocean  with  a  sieve,  as  mete  out  the 
power  of  holy  words,  deeds,  and  signs,  by  the  erring 
gauge  of  thine  own  reaaon." 

*'lSot  by  mine  own  reason  would  I  mete  them," 
said  Warden ;  "  but  by  His  holy  Word,  that  imfading 
and  unerring  lamp  oi  our  paths,  compared  to  which 
human  reaaon  ia  but  as  a  glimmering  and  fading 
taper,  and  your  boasted  tradition  only  a  misleading 
wild-fire.  Show  me  your  Scripture  warrant  for  as- 
cribing virtue  to  such  vain  aigns  and  motions?" 

**  I  offered  thee  a  fair  field  of  debate,"  aaid  the 
Sub-Prior,  "  which  thou  didst  refuse.  I  will  not  at 
aresent  rasuros  the  oontroversy." 

*•  Were  these  my  last  accenta,"  aaid  the  Reformer, 

and  were  they  uttered  at  the  stake,  half-choked 
^th  amoke,  and  aa  the  fagots  kindled  into  a  blaze 


aroand  me^  with  that  last  utterance  I  would  tccdl^ 
against  the  soperetitious  devices  of  Rome." 

The  Sub-Pnor  suppressed  with  pain  the  oontrorer- 
aial  answer  which  aroae  to  his  tips,  and  turning  to 
Edward  Glendinning,  he  said,  *'  there  could  be  now 
no  doubt  that  his  mother  ought  presently  to  be  in* 
formed  that  her  sun  lived." 

"  I  told  you  that  two  houra  since."  said  Christie  of 
the  Clinthill,  "  an  you  would  have  believed  me.  But 
it  aeems  you  are  more  willing  to  take  the  word  of  an 
old  gray  aorner,  whoae  life  has  been  spent  in  pattering 
heresy,  than  mine,  though  I  never  rode  a  foray  in  mj 
life  without  duly  saying  mypater-noster." 

"  Go,  then,"  said  Father  Eustace  to  Edward ;  *'  let 
thy  sorrowing  mother  know  that  her  son  is  restorod 
to  tier  from  the  grave,  like  the  child  of  the  widow  of 
Zarephath ;  at  the  interceasion,"  he  added,  looking  «t 
Henry  Warden,  "of  the  bleaaed  Saint  whom  I  in- 
voked in  his  behalf." 

"  Deceived  thysell"  aaid  Warden,  matantly,  "  thoa 
art  a  deceiver  of  others.  It  was  no  dead  mai^  no 
creature  of  clay,  whom  the  bleaaed  Tishbite  mvokec^ 
when,  stung  by  the  reproach  of  the  Shunamite  wo- 
man, ne  prayed  that  her  aon*8  soul  might  come  into 
him  again." 

**lt  was  by  his  intercession,  however,**  repeated 
the  Sub-Prior ;  "  for  whst  saya  the  Yulgata?  Thus 
is  it  written  :  *  Et  exaudivit  Dominut  voetm  HeUt  ; 
d  retersa  est  anima  pueri  intra  mm,  et  retixit  /*— 
and  thinkest  thou  the  intercession  of  a  glorified  saint 
ia  more  feeble  than  when  he  walks  on  eartli,  ahroaded 
in  a  tabernacle  of  clay,  and  aeeing  but  with  the  eye  at 
fleah?" 

During  this  oontroversy  Edward  Glendinning  ap* 
peared  restless  and  impatient,  agitated  by  some  strong 
internal  feeling,  but  whether  ofjoy,  grieit  or  expecta- 
tion, his  countenance  did  not  expressly  declare.  He 
took  now  the  unusual  freedom  to  break  in  upon  tha 
discourse  of  the  Sub-Prior,  who,  notwithsunding 
his  resolution  to  the  contrary,  was  obviously  kin* 
dling  in  the  spirit  of  controverey,  which  Edward  di- 
verted by  conjuring  hia  reverence  to  allow  him  to 
speak  a  few  worda  with  him  in  private. 

"Remove  the  priaoner,"  said  the  Sub-Prior  td 
Christie ;  "  look  to  him  carefblly  that  he  escape  nots 
but  for  thy  life  do  him  no  injury." 

His  commands  being  obeyed,  Edward  and  the  monk 
were  left  alone,  when  the  Sub-Prior  thus  addressed 
him. 

"  What  hath  come  over  thee,  Edward,  that  thy  eya 
kindles  so  wildly,  and  thy  cheek  ia  thua  changing 
from  scsrlet  to  pale  7  Why  didst  thou  break  in  ao 
hastily  and  unadvisedly  upon  the  argument  with 
which  I  was  prostratins  yonder  heretic  7  And  where- 
fore doest  thou  not  tell  thy  mother  that  her  aon  is 
restored  to  her  by  the  intercession,  ss  Holy  Church 
well  warrants  us  to  believe,  of  Blessed  Saint  Bene- 
dict, the  patron  of  our  Order?  For  if  ever  my  prayen 
were  put  forth  to  him  with  zeal,  it  hath  been  in  be* 
half  of  this  house,  and  thine  eyes  have  aeen  the  reaolt 
—go,  tell  it  to  thy  mother." 

^'1  must  tell  her,  then,"  said  Edward,  "that  if  sha 
has  regained  one  aon,  another  ia  lost  to  her." 

"What  meanest  thou,  Edward?  what  language  if 
thisT*  said  the  Sub-Prior. 

"Father,"  aaid  the  youth,  kneeling  down  to  him, 
"  my  sin  and  my  ahame  ahall  be  told  thee,  and  thoa 
shaft  witneaa  my  penance  with  thine  own  eyea." 

"I  comprehend  thee  not,"  said  the  Sub-Prior. 
"What  canst  thou  have  done  to  deaerva  auch  adf- 
accusation?— Hast  thou  too  listened,"  ha  adde4 
knitting  his  brows,  "  to  the  demon  of  heresy,  ercr 
most  enectual  tempter  of  those,  who,  like  yondtf 
unhappy  man,  are  distinguished  by  their  love  oC 
knowledge?" 

"  1  sm  ffuiltless  in  that  matter,**  anawered  Glen- 
dinning, "nor  have  presumed  to  think  otherwin 
than  thou,  my  kind  father,  hast  taught  me,  and  than 
the  Church  allowa." 

"And  what  ia  it  then,  my  son,"  said  the  Sub-Priof; 
kindly, "  which  thua  afflicts  thy  conscience?  speak  0 
to  me,  that  I  may  answer  thee  in  the  words  of  com 
fort;  for  the  Church's  mercy  is  great  to  tfaoar  ol» 
dient  children  who  doubt  not  her  p  ywwX 
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"  My  confeation  will  nqoira  her  mercy,"  replied 
'Bdwara.  **  My  brother  Halbert— eo  kino,  so  brave» 
■o  fi^ntlei  who  spoke  not,  thought  not  acted  not, 
out  in  love  to  me,  whose  hand  had  aided  me  in  every 
difficulty,  whose  eye  watched  over  me  like  the  easle's 
over  her  nestlings,  when  they  prove  their  first  mght 
from  the  eyry— this  brother,  so  kind,  so  gentle,  so 
aflectionate— I  heard  of  his  sudden,  his  bloody,  his 
violent  death,  and  I  rejoiced— I  heard  of  his  unex- 
pected restoration,  and  I  sorrowed!" 

'*  £dward,"  said  the  &ther,  "  thou  art  beside  thy- 
self—what  could  urge  thee  to  such  odious  ingratitude? 
— ^In  your  hurry  of  spirits  you  have  mistaken  the  con- 
fused tenorofvour  feelings— €k>,  my  8on,pravand  com- 
pose thy  mind— we  wilfroeak  of  this  another  time." 

"  No,  father,  no,"  said  Edward,  vehemently,  **  now, 
or  never!— I  will  find  the  means  to  tame  this  rebel- 
lious heart  of  mine^  or  I  will  tear  it  out  of  my  bosom 
—Mistake  its  passionsi— No.  father,  grief  can  ill  be 
mistaken  for  Joy— All  wept,  all  shrieked  around  me 
— my  mother-the  menials— she  too,  the  cause  of  my 
crime— all  wept— and  I— I  could  hardly  disguise  my 
brutal  and  insane  joy.  under  the  appearance  of  re- 
venge—Brother, I  said,  I  cannot  give  thee  tears,  but 
I  wUl  give  thee  blood— Yes,  father,  as  I  coimted  hour 
after  hour,  while  I  kept  watch  upon  the  English  pri- 
soner, and  said,  I  am  an  hour  nearer  to  hope  ana  to 
happiness" 

'^1  understand  thee  not,  Edward."  said  the  monk, 
**  nor  can  I  conceive  in  what  way  thy  brother's  sup- 
posed murder  should  have  affected  thee  with  such 
unnatural  joy— Surely  the  sordid  deaire  to  succeed 
him  in  his  small  possessions" 

"Perish  the  paltrv  trash!"  said  Edward,  with  the 
same  emotion.  "No,  father,  it  was  rivalry— it  was 
jealous  rage— it  was  the  love  of  Mary  Avenel,  that 
rendered  me  the  unnatural  wretch  I  confess  myself!" 
,  *•  Of  Mary  Avenel !"  said  the  priest—"  of  a  lady  so 
high  above  either  of  you  in  name  and  in  rank  1  How 
dared  Halbert— how  dared  vou,  presume  to  lift  your 
eye  to  her  but  in  honour  and  respect^  as  to  a  superior 
of  another  degree  from  yours  1" 

"When  did  love  wait  for  the  sanction  of  herald- 

SfV*  replied  Edward;  "and  in  what  but  a  line  of 
ead  ancestors  was  Mary,  our  mother*?  guest  and 
foster-child,  different  fiom  us,  with  whom  she  was 
brought  up  1— Enough,  we  loved— we  both  loved  her! 
But  the  passion  of  Halbert  was  requited.  He  knew 
it  not,  he  saw  it  not— but  I  was  sharper-eyed.  I  saw 
that  even  when  I  was  more  approved^  Halbert  was 
more  beloved.  With  me  she  would  sit  for  hours  at 
our  common  task,  with  the  cold  simplicity  and  indif- 
fisrence  of  a  sister,  but  with  Halbert  she  trusted  not 
herseUl  She  changed  colour,  she  was  fluttered  when 
he  approached  her ;  and  when  he  left  her,  she  was 
•ad,  pensive,  and  solitary.  I  bore  all  this— I  saw  my 
rival's  advancing  progress  in  her  affections— I  bore  it 
father,  and  yet  I  natedhim  not— I  could  not  hnie  him!" 

"And  well  for  thee  that  thou  didst  not,"  said  the  fa- 
ther; "  wild  and  headstrong  as  thou  art,  would st  thou 
hate  thy  brother  for  partaking  in  thine  own  folly  7" 

''Father,"  replied  Edward,  "the  world  esteems 
thee  wise,  and  holds  thy  knowledge  of  mankind 
high :  but  thy  Question  shows  that  tnou  hast  never 
loved.  It  was  by  an  effort  that  I  saved  myself  from 
hating  my  kind  and  affectionate  brother,  who,  all 
unsuspicious  of  my  rivalry,  was  perpetually  loading 
me  with  kindness.  Nav,  there  were  mooas  of  my 
mind,  in  which  I  coula  return  that  kindness  for  a 
time  with  energetic  enthusiasm.  Never  did  I  feel 
this  so  strongly  as  on  the  night  which  parted  us.  But 
I  could  QOt  help  rejoicins  when  he  was  swept  from 
my  track— could  not  heufp  sorrowing  when  be  was 
again  restored  to  be  astumbUng-block  in  mv  paths." 

"  May  God  be  gracious  to  thee,  my  son  1"^  said  the 
monk;  "  this  is  an  awful  state  of  mind.  Even  in 
euch  evil  mood  did  the  first  murderer  rise  up  against 
his  brother,  because  Abel's  was  the  more  acceptable 
sacrifice." 

"I  will  wrestle  with  the  demon  which  has  haunted 
roe.  father,"  replied  the  youth,  firmly— "I  will  wrestle 
with  him,  and  I  will  subdue  him.  But  first  1  must 
remove  from  the  scenes  which  are  to  follow  here.  ] 
sannot  endure  that  I  should  see  Mtry  Aveoel's  eves 


ignin  fluih  with  jov  st  the  rtstoratton  of  Kct  lover. 
It  ^veT*i  &  BLght  to  muke  indeed  a  second  On  in  of  mel 
"hlf  fit!TCit%  turbiiit  and  triiiiiHitery  joy  diftclrjarjfr^  itself 
iti  a  tbirftt  to  t'o^nniii  botntcide,  and  Ivow  can  I  wEi- 
male  iha  frcDif  of  my  despair  1" 

''  Mfidmein!  asiti  the  ^ub- Prior,  ^'at  what  dread- 
ful cTirim  doe«  thy  fury  drivel^' 

"My  Jot  in  (ietprmm^  fnthfr,"  said  Edwftrd  in  a 
ri?S[>lrLte  tone;  "I  wifl  enibrncc  the  ppifEttirtI  siisN 
which  you  have  so  on  recommended,  it  is  my  pur- 
pose to  return  with  vou  to  Saint  Mary's,  and,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Holy  Virgin  and  of  Saint 
Benedict,  to  ofier  my  proiessic  n  to  the  Abbot" 

"Not  now,  my  son,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "not  in 
this  distemperature  of  mind.  The  wise  and  good 
accept  not  giAs  which  are  made  in  heat  of  blood,  and 
which  may  be  after  repented  of;  and  shall  we  make 
our  offerings  to  wisdom  and  to  goodness  itself,  with 
lees  of  solemn  resolution  and  deep  devotion  of  mind, 
than  is  necessary  to  make  them  acceptable  to  our 
own  frail  companions  in  this  valley  of  darkness  1 
This  I  say  to  thee,  roy  son,  not  as  meaning  to  deter 
thee  from  the  good  path  thou  art  now  inclined  to 
prefer,  but  that  thou  mayst  make  thy  vocation  and 
thine  election  sure." 

"  There  are  actions,  father,"  returned  Edward, 
"which  brook  no  delay,  and  this  is  one.  It  must 
be  done  this  very  now ;  or  it  may  never  be  done. 
Let  me  ^o  with  you;  let  me  not  behold  the  return  of 
Halbert  into  this  house.  Shame,  and  the  sense  of 
the  injustice  I  have  already  done  him,  will  join  with 
these  dreadful  passions  which  urge  me  to  do  him  yet 
farther  wrong.    Let  me  then  go  with  you." 

"  With  me,  my  son,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  thou 
shalt  surely  go ;  but  our  rule,  as  well  as  reason  and 
good  order,  require  that  you  should  dwell  a  space 
with  us  as  a  probationer,  or  novice,  before  taking 
upon  thee  those  final  vows,  which,  sequestering  thee 
for  ever  from  the  world,  dedicate  thee  to  the  service 
of  Heaven."  • 

"And  when  shall  we  set  forth,  father?"  said  the 
youth,  as  eagerly  as  if  the  journey  which  he  was  now 
\mdertaking  led  to  the  pleasures  of  a  sumnter  holiday. 

"Even  now,  if  thou  vrilt,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
yielding  to  his  impetuosity— "  go,  then,  and  command 
them  to  prepsre  for  our  d^arture.— Yet  stay,'*  he 
said  J  as  Eldward,  with  all  the  awakened  enthusiasm 
of  his  character,  hastened  from  his  presence,  "  come 
hither,  my  son,  and  kneel  down." 

Edward  obeyed,  and  kneeled  down  before  him. 
Notwithstanding  his  slight  figure  and  thin  features, 
the  Sub-Prior  could,  from  the  energy  of  his  tone,  and 
the  earnestness  of  his  devotional  manner,  impress 
his  pupils  and  his  penitents  with  no  ordinary  feelings 
of  personal  reverence.  His  heart  always  was,  as  well 
ns  seemed  to  be,  in  the  duty  which  he  was  imme- 
diately performing ;  and  the  spiritual  guide  who  thus 
shows  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  his 
office,  seldom  fails  to  impress  a  similar  fioeling  upon 
his  hearers.    Upon  such  occasions  as  the  present,  his 

Cy  body  seemed  to  assume  more  majestic  stature- 
spare  and  emaciated  countenance  bore  a  bolder, 
loftier,  and  more  commandinjg port— his  voice,  always 
beautiful,  trembled  as  labciinng  under  the  immediata 
impulse  of  the  Divinity— atidnis  whole  demeanour 
seemed  to  bespeak,  not  the  mere  ordinary  man.  but 
the  organ  of  the  Church,  in  which  she  hadf  vested  her 
high  power  for  delivering  sinners  from  their  load  of 
imquity. 

"^Hast  thou,  my  fair  son,"  said  he,  "  faithfully  re- 
counted the  circumstances  which  have  thus  suddenly 
determined  thee  to  a  religious  \xfeV* 

"  The  sins  I  have  contessed,  my  father,"  answer* 
ed  Edward,  "  but  I  have  not  yet  tcld  of  a  stranfn  ap- 
pearance, which,  acting  on  my  mind,  hath,  I  think, 
aided  to  determine  my  resolution." 

"Tell  it,  then,  now,"  returned  the  Sub-Prior;  "li 
is  thy  duty  to  leave  me  uninstnicted  in  nought,  so 
that  thereby  I  may  understand  the  temptation  that 
besets  thee. 

"  I  tell  it  with  unwillingness,"  said  Edward ;  "  for 
although.  Ood  wot,  I  spesk  but  the  mere  truth,  yet 
fven  while  my  tongue  si^iak%itA84rullv|QV  own  ears 
receive  it  as  iahle.*'  ^ 
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"  Yet  ny  the  wholei*'  Baid  Father  Enstace ;  *'  nei- 
Iher  fear  rebuke  from  me,  seeing  I  may  know  rea- 
•one  for  receiving  as  true  that  which  others  might 
rsffard  as  fabulous." 

^  Know,  then,  father,"  rwlied  Edward.  "  that  be- 
twixt hope  and  dospsir— and.  Heavens !  what  a  hope ! 
—the  hope  to  find  the  corpse  mangled  and  crushed 
hastily  in  amongst  the  blood v  clay  which  the  foot  of 
the  scornful  victor  had  trod  down  upon  my  good,  my 
gentle,  my  courageous  brother,— I  sped  to  the  glen  call- 
ed Corri-nan-shian ;  but,  as  your  reverence  has  been 
already  informed,  neither  the  grave,  which  my  un- 
hallowed wishes  had  in  spite  of  my  better  self  long- 
ed to  see,  nor  any  appearance  of  the  earth  having 
been  opened,  was  visible  in  the  solitary  spot  where 
Martin  bad,  at  morning  yesterday,  seen  thefaul  hil- 
lock. You  know  our  daleemen,  father.  The  place 
|iath  an  evil  name,  and  this  deception  of  the  sight 
mclined  them  to  leave  it.  My  companions  became 
affrighted,  and  hastened  down  the  glen  as  men  caught 
in  trespass.  My  hopes  were  too  much  blighted,  my 
mind  too  much  agitated,  to  fear  either  the  hving  or 
the  dead.  I  descended  the  glen  mofe  slowly  than 
they,  often  looking  back,  and  not  ill  pleased  with  the 
poltronery  of  my  companions,  which  left  me  to  my 
own  perplexed  and  moody  humoui^and  induced  tbera 
to  hasten  into  the  broader  dale.  Tlxey  were  already 
out  of  sight,  and  lost  amongst  the  windings  of  the 
glen,  when,  looking  back,  I  saw  a  female  form  stand- 
inK  beside  the  fountain" 

"How,  my  fair  son?"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "be- 
ware yon  jest  not  with  your  present  situation  r 

"  I  jest  not,  father,"  answered  the  youth ;  "  it  may 
be  I  shall  never  jest  again— surely  not  for  many  a 
day.  I  saw,  I  say,  the  form  of  a  female  clad  in 
white,  such— such  as  the  Spirit  which  haunts  the 
house  of  Avenel  is  supposed  to  be.  Believe  me,  my 
father,  for,  by  Heaven  and  eartli,  I  say  nought  but 
what  I  saw  with  these  eyes  1" 

"  I  believe  thee,  my  «on,"  said  the  monk ;  *'  pro- 
ceed in  thy  strange  story." 

"  The  apparition,"  said  Edward  Cllendinning, 
"  sung,  and  thus  ran  her  lay :  for,  strange  as  it  may 
seem  to  you,  her  words  abide  by  my  remembrance 
a;}  if  they  had  been  sung  to  me  from  infancy  upward  : 

*  Thou  who  leek'flt  my  fountain  lone. 

With  thoughts  and  bop«4  thou  Haroat  not  own : 
WboM  heart  within  l«ap*d  wildly  glad 
When  moiit  hii  brow  iioom'd  dark  ami  sad ; 
Hie  Ume  back,  thou  find'et  not  here 
CorpMu  or  coffin,  grave  or  bier ; 
The  Dead  AUvo  is  vone  and  fled— 
GothiM,  and  join  the  Living  Dead  I 

*  llw  Living  Dead,  whoeo  sober  brow 

0(1  shmuds  such  thoughts  an  tliou  hant  now, 
Whoso  hearts  within  are  seldom  cured 
Of  pasMons  by  their  vows  abjured ; 
Where,  under  sad  and  solemn  show. 
Vain  hopes  are  nursed,  wild  wiihos  glow. 
Seek  the  convent's  vaulted  room. 
Prayer  and  vigil  be  thy  doom  ; 
Dun  the  areen,  and  don  the  cray. 
'X'o  the  cloister  hence  away  V  " 

*'  *Tis  a  wild  lay,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  and  chanted, 
f  fear  me,  with  no  good  end.  But  we  have  power  to 
turn  the  machinations  pt  Satan  to  his  shame.  Ed- 
ward, thou  shalt  go  with  me  as  thou  desireat ;  thou 
Shalt  prove  the  life  for  which  I  have  long  thought 
thee  best  fitted— thou  shalt  aid.  my  son,  this  trem- 
bling hand  of  mine  to  sustain  the  Holy  Ark,  which 
bold  unliallowcd  men  press  rashly  forward  to  touch 
and  to  profane.— Wilt  thou  not  first  see  thy  mother  9" 

"  I  will  see  no  one,"  said  Edward,  hastily ;  **I  will 
risk  nothing  that  mav  shake  thepuiposeof  my  heart 
Prom  Saint  Mary's  they  shall  learn  my  destination- 
all  of  them  shall  learn  it.  My  mother— Mary  Ave- 
nel—my  restored  and  happy  brother— they  shall  all 
know  that  Edward  lives  no  longer  to  the  world  to  be 
a  clog  on  their  happiness.  Mary  shall  no  longer  need 
to  constrain  her  looks  and  expressions  to  coldness 
because  I  am  nigh.    She  shall  no  longer" 

"  My  son,"  snid  the  Sub-Prior,  interrupting  him, 
'*  it  is  not  by  k>oking  back  on  the  vanities  and  vex- 
ations of  this  world,  that  we  fit  ourselves  for  the  dis- 
charge of  duties  which  are  not  of  it.    Go,  ^et  our 

-ses  ready,  and,  as  we  descend  the  glen  together,  I 


will  teach  thee  the  truths  throngh  which  the  fhthcw 
and  wise  men  6f  old  had  that  preckms  alchyaijr, 
which  can  convert  suffering  into  happiness." 
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like  to  the  yam-dew  of  the  dnmsy  kmbtm, 
Dragg'd  bf  the  frolic  kitten  tfaroogh  the  eafaan. 
While  the  good  dame  sits  nodding  o'er  the  fire  I 
Masters,  attend ;  'twill  oiave  some  sklU  to  dear  H. 

T'lA  ^TiD,  vnth  the  speed  of  one  who  doubts  the 
I'  -B  of  his  own  resolution,  hastened  to  prepare 
B  for  their  departure,  and  at  the  same  time 
ind  dismissed  the  neighbours  who  had  cooia 
.  -istance,  and  who  were  not  a  little  surprised 
L  t]  le  suddenness  of  his  proposed  departure,  and 
turn  affairs  had  taken. 
}  f'Tt  scold  hospitality,"  quoth  Dan  of  the  How- 
let  ))ir^[  10  his  comrades ;  /*  1  trow  the  Glendinnin^ 
may  die  and  come  alive  ridht  oft,  ere  I  put  foot  ut 
stirrup  again  for  the  matter?' 

Martin  soothed  them  by  placing  food  and  Uonoi; 
before  them.  They  ate  fliuflenly,  however,  ana  de- 
parted in  bad  humour. 

The  joyful  news  that  Halbert  Glendinning  Ihred, 
was  quicKly  communicated  through  the  sorrowing 
family.  The  mother  wept  and  thanked  Heaven  al- 
ternately ;  until  her  habits  of  domestic  economy 
awakenmg  as  Iter  feelings  became  calmer,  she  ob- 
served. "It  would  be  an  unco  task  to  mend  the  yeti^ 
and  what  were  they  to  do  while  they  were  broken  in 
that  fashion  ?    At  open  doors  dogs  come  in  V* 

Tibb  rcmsrked,  '^  She  aye  thoiisht  Halbert  was 
ower  ^e^  at  his  weapon  to  be  killed  sae  easilv  by 
ony  Sir  Picrcie  of  them  a*.  They  might  say  of  tn«M 
Southrons  as  they  liked ;  but  they  had  not  the  pith 
and  wind  of  a  canny  Scot»  when  it  came  to  cloae 

On  Marv  Avenel  the  impression  was  inconceivably 
deeper.  She  had  but  newly  learned  to  pray,  and  it 
seemed  to  her  that  her  prayers  had  been  instandy 
answered— that  the  compassion  of  Heaven,  whica 
she  had  learned  to  implore  in  the  words  of  Scrip- 
ture, had  descended  upon  her  after  a  manner  almost 
miraciUous,  and  recalled  the  dead  from  the  grave  at 
the  sound  of  her  lamentations.  There  was  a  dan- 
gerous degree  of  enthusiasm  in  this  strain  of  feeling^ 
but  it  originated  in  the  purest  devotion. 

A  silken  and  embroidered  muffler,  one  of  the  few 
articles  of  more  costly  attire  which  she  possessed, 
waa  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  wrapping  up  and  con- 
cealing the  sacred  volume,  which  henceibrth  she  was 
to  regard  as  her  chiefest  treasure,  lamenting  only 
that,  for  want  of  a  fitting  interpreter,  much  must  re- 
main to  her  a  book  closed  and  a  fountain  sealed.  She 
was  unaware  of  the  yet  greater  danger  she  incurred, 
of  putting  an  imperfect  or  even  false  sense  upon  soma 
of  the  doctrines  which  appeared  most  comprehensi' 
ble.  But  Heaven  had  provided  against  both  theso 
hazards. 

While  Edward  was  preparing  the  horses,  Christie 
of  the  Clinthill  again  solicited  his  orders  respecting 
the  reformed  preacher,  Henry  Warden,  and  again  the 
worthy  monk  laboured  to  reconcile  in  his  own  mind 
the  compassion  and  esteem  which,  almost  in  spite  of 
him^  he  could  not  liilp  feeling  for  his  form^  com- 
panion, with  the  dutv  which  he  owed  to  the  Church. 
The  unexpected  resolution  of  Edward  had  removed, 
he  thought,  the  chief  objection  to  his  being  left  at 
Glendearg. 

"If  I  carry  this  Wellwood,  or  Warden,  to  the  Mo- 
nastery," he  thought,  "  he  must  die— die  in  his  heresy 
—perish  bodv  and  soul :  And  though  such  a  measura 
was  once  thought  advisable,  to  strike  terror  into 
the  heretics,  yet  such  is  now  their  daily-increasiitf 
strength,  that  it  may  rather  rouse  them  to  fiiry  and 
to  revenge.  True,  he  refuses  to  pledge  himself  t'o  ab 
stsin  from  sowing  his  tares  among  the  wheat j  but 
the  ground  here  is  too  barren  to  receive  them.  I  fear 
not  nis  making  impression  on  these  poor  women,  the 
vassals  of  the  church,  and  bred  up  in  dqe  obedience 
to  her  behests.    The  keen^  searching,  inquiring;  and 
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Ik^  dupondon  of  Edward,  might  have  afibrded 
fuel  to  the  fire;  but  that  is  removed,  and  there  is 
nothini;  left  which  the  flame  may  catch  to.— Thus 
shall  he  have  no  power  to  spread  his  evil  doctrines 
abroad,  and  yet  his  life  shall  be  preserved,  and  it  may 
be  his  soul  rescued  as  a  prey  from  the  fowler's  net. 
I  will  myself  contend  with  him  in  argument ;  for 
when  we  studied  in  common,  I  yielded  not  to  him,  and 
rarely  the  cause  for  which  I  struggle  will  supoort  me, 
"Were  I  yet  more  weak  than  I  d^m  myselr.  Were 
thia  man  reclaimed  fh)m  his  errors,  an  hundred-fold 
more  advantage  would  arise  to  the  church  from  his 
Bpiritual  regeneration,  than  from  his  temporal  death." 
Having  finished  these  meditations,  in  which  there 
waa  at  once  goodness  of  disposition  and  narrowness 
of  principle,  a  considerable  portion  of  self-opinion, 
and  no  small  degree  of  self-delusion,  the  Sub-Prior 
cx>nimanded  the  prisoner  to  be  brought  into  his  pre- 
sence. 

•*  Henry,"  he  said,  "  whatever  a  rigid  sense  of  duty 
may  demand  of  me,  ancient  friendship  and  Christian 
compassion  forbid  me  to  lead  thee  to  assured  death. 
Thou  wert  wont  to  be  generous,  though  stern  and 
stubborn  in  thy  resolves ;  let  not  thy  sense  of  what 
thine  own  thoughts  term  duty,  draw  thee  farther  than 
mine  have  done.  Remember,  that  every  sheep  whom 
thou  sbalt  here  lead  astray  from  the  fold,  will  be  de- 
manded in  time  and  through  eternity  of  him  who 
hath  left  thee  the  liberty  of  doing  such  evil  I  ask 
no  engagement  of  thee,  save  that  thou  remain  a 
imsoner  on  thy  word  at  this  tower,  and  wilt  appear 
when  summoned." 

•*Thou  bast  found  an  invention  to  bind  my  hands," 
replied  Ae  preacher,  "  more  sure  than  would  have 
\teen  the  heaviest  shackles  in  the  prison  of  thy  con- 
vent. 1  will  not  rashly  do  what  may  endanger  thee 
with  thy  unhappy  superiors,  and  I  will  be  the  more 
cautious,  because,  it  we  had  farther  opportunity  of 
conference,  I  trust  thine  own  soul  may  yet  be  rescued 
ae  a  brand  from  the  burning,  and  that,  casting  from 
thee  the  livery  of  Anti-Chnst,  that  trader  in  human 
sins  and  human  souls,  I  may  yet  assist  thee  to  lay 
bold  on  the  Rock  of  Ages." 

The  Sub-Prior  heard  the  sentiment,  so  similar  to 
that  which  had  occurred  to  himself^  with  the  same 
kindlinz  feelings  Mrith  which  the  game  cock  hears 
and  replies  to  tne  challenge  of  his  rival. 

**I  bless  God  and  Our  Lady,"  said  he,  drawing 
himself  up,  "  that  my  faith  is  already  anchored  on 
that  Rock  on  which  Saint  Peter  founded  his  church." 
**  It  is  a  perversion  of  the  text,"  said  the  eager 
Henry  Warden,  "grounded  on  a  vain  play  upon 
words — a  most  idle  paronomasia." 

The  controversy  would  have  been  rekindled,  and 
ia  all  probability— for  what  can  ensure  the  good  tem- 
per and  moderation  of  polemics?— might  have  ended 
in  the  preacher's  being  transported  a  captive  to  the 
Monastery,  had  not  Christie  of  the  Clinthill  observed 
that  it  was  growing  late,  and  that  he  having  to  de- 
scend the  glen,  which  had  no  good  reputation,  cared 
not  CTeatly  for  travelling  there  after  sunset.  The 
8ub-rrior,  therefore,  stifled  his  desire  of  argument, 
and  again  telling  the  preacher  that  he  trusted  to  his 
gratitude  and  generosity,  he  bade  him  farewell. 

'*6e  assured,  mine  old  fiiend,"  replied  Warden, 
^that  no  willing  act  of  mine  shall  be  to  thv  preju- 
dice. But  if  my  Master  shall  place  work  before  me, 
I  mast  obey  God  rather  than  man." 
, These  two  men,  both  excellent  from  natural  dispo- 
sition and  acquired  knowledge,  had  more  points  of 
similarity  than  they  themselves  would  have  admit- 
ted. In  truth,  the  chief  distinction  betwixt  them 
was,  that  the  Catholic,  d'^ending  a  religion  which 
afibrded  little  interest  to  the  feelings,  had,  in  his  de- 
votion to  the  cause  he  espoused,  more  of  the  head 
than  of  the  heart,  and  was  politic,  cautious,  and  art- 
ful; while  the  Ptotestant,  acting  under  the  strong 
impulse  of  more  lately  adopted  convictioa,  and  fcel- 
lAg,  as  he  justly  might,  a  more  animated  confidence 
in  his  cause,  was  enthusiastiCjCager,  and  precipitate 
in  his  desire  to  advance  it.  The  priest  would  have 
been  contented  to  defend,  the  preacher  aspired  to 
oonqoer ;  and,  of  course,  the  impulse  by  which  the  lat- 
tir  was  governed,  was  mora  active  and  mors  decisive. 


They  could  not  part  firom  eaeh  odier  without  a  se- 
cond pressure  oi^  hands,  and  each  looked  io  ths  face 
of  his  old  companion,  as  he  bade  him  adieu,  with  a 
countenance  strongly  expressive  of  sorrowi  anection, 
and  pity. 

Father  Eustace  then  explained  briefly  to  Dame 
Glendinning,  that  this  person  was  to  be  her  guest 
for  some  days,  forbidding  her  and  her  whole  house- 
hold, under  high  spiritual  censures,  to  hold  any  con- 
versation with  him  on  religious  subjects,  but  com- 
manding her  to  attend  to  his  wants  in  all  other 
particulars. 

"May  Our  Lady  forgive  me,  reverend  father."  said 
Dame  Glendinning,  somewhat  dismayed  at  this  in- 
telligence, "but  I  must  needs  say,  thatower  mony 
guests  have  been  the  ruin  of  mony  a  house,  and  I 
trow  they  will  bring  down  Glendearg.  First  came 
the  Lady  of  Avenel— (her  soul  be  at  rest>— she  meant 
nae  ill— but  she  brought  with  her  as  mony  bo- 
gles and  fairies,  as  hae  kept  the  house  in  care  ever 
since,  sae  that  we  hae  been  living  as  it  were  in  a 
dream.    And  then  came  that  English  knight,  if  it 

E lease  you,  andMf  he  hasna  killed  my  son  outright, 
e  has  chased  him  aff  the  gat&  and  it  may  be  ling 
eneiigh  ere  I  see  him  again— forby  the  damage  done 
to  outer  door  and  inner  door.  And  now  your  rever^ 
ence  has  given  me  the  charge  of  a  heretic,  who.  it  is 
like,  may  bring  the  great  horned  devil  himself  down 
upon  us  all :  and  they  say  that  it  is  neither  door  nor 
window  will  servo  him,  but  he  will  take  away  the 
side  of  the  aidd  tower  along  with  him.  Neverthe- 
less, reverend  father,  your  pleasure  is  doubtless  to  be 
done  to  our  power." 

"  Go  to,  woman,"  said  the  Sub-Prior  i  "  send  for 
workmen  from  the  clachan,  and  let  them  charge  the 
expense  of  their  repairs  to  the  Community,  and  I  will 
give  the  treasurer  warrant  to  allow  them.  Moreover, 
in  settling  tbe  rental-mails,  and  feu-duties,  thou  shalt 
have  allowance  for  the  trouble  and  charges  to  which 
thou  art  now  put,  and  I  will  cause  strict  search  to  be 
made  after  thy  son." 

The  dame  curtsied  deep  and  low  at  each  favour- 
able expression ;  and  when  the  Sub-Prior  had  done 
speaking,  she  added  her  farther  hope  that  the  Sub- 
Prior  would  hold  some  communing  with  her  gossip 
the  Miller,  concerning  the  fate  of  his  daughter,  and 
expound  to  him  that  the  chance  had  by  no  moans 
happened  through  any  negligence  on  her  part 

"  I  sair  doubt  me,  father,"  she  said,  **  whether 
Mysie  finds  her  way  back  to  the  Mill  in  a  hurry;  but 
it  was  all  her  fathers  own  fault  that  let  her  run  lamp- 
ing about  the  country,  riding  on  bare-backed  naiga, 
and  never  settUng  to  do  a  turn  of  wark  within  doors, 
unless  it  were  to  dress  dainties  at  dinner-time  for 
his  ain  kyte." 

"  You  remind  me,  dame,  of  artother  matter  of  or* 
gency,"  said  Father  Eustace;  "and,  God  knovrs, 
too  many  of  them  press  on  me  at  this  monMnt. 
This  English  knight  must  be  sought  out,  and  expla- 
nation siven  to  him  of  these  most  strange  chances. 
The  giddy  girl  must  also  be  recovered.  If  she  hath 
suffered  in  reputation  by  this  unhappy  mistake,  I  will 
not  hold  myself  innocent  of  (he  disgrace.  Yet  how 
to  find  them  out  I  know  not." 

"  So  please  you,"  said  Christie  of  the  Clinthill.  "  I 
am  wilbng  to  take  the  chase,  and  bring  them  back  by 
fair  means  or  foul;, for  though  you  have  always 
looked  as  black  as  night  at  me,  whenever  we  have 
forgathered,  yet  I  have  not  forgotten,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  you,  my  neck  would  have  kend  the  weight 
of  my  four  quarters.  If  any  man  can  track  the  tread 
of  them,  I  will  say  in  tbe  face  of  both  Merse  and 
Teviotdale,  and  take  the  Forest  to  boot,  I  am  that 
man.  But  first  I  have  matters  to  treat  of  on  my 
master's  score,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  rde  down 
the  elen  with  you." 

"Nay,  but,  my  friend,"  said  the  Sub-Pnor, '  thon 
shottldst  remember  I  have  but  slender  cause  to  trust ' 
thee  for  a  companiofi  through  a  place  so  solitary." 

"  Tush!  tush !"  said  the  jackman,  "  fear  me  nott 
I  had  the  worst  too  surely  to  begin  that  sport  again. 
Besides,  have  I  not  said  a  dozen  of  times,  I  owe  you 
a  lifel  and  when  I  owe  a  man  either  a  good  turn  or  a 
bad,  I  never  fiul  to  pay  it  sooner  or  later.    MMenver 
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b^ehraw  me  if  I  can  to  «>  akme  down  the  den,  or 
even  with  my  troopera  who  are.  every  loon  of  them, 
aa  much  deviPe  bairna  as  myself:  whereas,  if  your 
reverence,  since  that  is  the  word,  take  beads  and 
psalter,  and  I  come  along  with  jack  and  spear,  you 
will  make  the  devils  take  the  air,  and  I  will  make  all 
human  enemies  take  the  earth.'* 

Edward  here  entered,  and  told  his  reverence  that 
his  horse  was  prepared.  At  this  instant  his  eye 
caught  his  mother's,  and  the  resolution  which  he  had 
so  strongly  formed  was  staggered  when  he  recollected 
the  necessity  of  bidding  her  farewell.  The  Sub- 
Prior  saw  his  embarrassment,  and  came  to  his  relief. 

"  Dame,"  said  he^ "  I  forgot  to  mention  that  your 
son  Edward  goes  with  me  to  Saint  Mary's  and  will 
not  return  for  two  or  three  days." 

*'  You'll  be  wishing  to  help  him  to  recover  his  bro- 
ther 1    May  the  saints  reward  your  kindness !" 

The  Sub-Prior  returned  the  benediction  which,  in 
this  instance,  he  had  not  very  well  deserved,  and  he 
mad  Edward  set  forth  on  their  route.  They,  were 
.  nresently  followed  by  Christie,  who  came  up  with  his 
fbllowers  at  such  a  soeedy  pace,  as  iatimated  sufii- 
ciently  that  his  wisn  to  obtain  spiritual  convoy 
through  the  glen,  was  extremely  sincere.  He  had, 
however^  other  matters  to  stimulate  his  speed,  for  he 
was  desirous  to  communicate  to  the  Sub-Prior  a 
meaaage  from  his  master  Julian,  connected  with  the 
delivery  of  the  prisoner  Warden ;  and  having  requested 
the  Sub-Prior  to  ride  with  him  a  few  yards  before 
Edward,  and  the  troopers  of  his  own  party,  he  thus 
addressed  him,  sometimea  interrupting  his  discourse 
in  a  manner  testifying  that  his  fear  of  supernatural 
beings  was  not  altogether  hiUed  to  rest  by  his  confi- 
dence in  the  sanctity  of  his  fellow-traveller. 

"  My  master,"  said  the  rider,  "  deemed  he  had  sent 
you  an  acceptable  gift  in  that  old  heretic  preacher ; 
but  it  seems,  from  the  slight  care  you  have  taken  of 
him,  that  you  make smallaccount  of  the  boon." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "do  not  thusjudge  of 
it  The  Community  must  account  highly  oi  the  ser- 
vice^ and  will  reward  it  to  thy  master  in  goodly 
fashion.  But  this  man  and  I  are  old  friends^  and  I 
trust  to  brin£{  him  back  from  the  paths  of  perdition." 

"  Nay,"  said  the  moss-trooper,  "  when  I  saw  you 
ahake  hands  at  the  beginning,  I  counted  that  you 
would  fight  it  all  out  in  love  and  honour,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  extreme  dealings  betwixt  ye— how- 
ever, it  is  all  one  to  my  master— Saint  Maryl  what 
call  Vou  yon.  Sir  Monk  1" 

"The  branch  of  a  willow  streaming  acroaa  the 
path  betwixt  us  and  the  sky." 
.  "  Beshrew  me,"  said  Christie.  "  if  it  looked  not 
like  a  man's  hand  holding  a  sword.— But  touching  m  v 
master,  he,  like  a  prudent  man^  hath  kept  himself 
akM>f  in  these  ^ken  times,  untd  he  could  see  with 
practaion  what  footing  he  was  to  stand  upon.  Right 
tempting  offers  he  hatn  had  frona  the  Lords  of  Cpn- 
gragation,  whom  you  call  heretics;  and  at  one  time 
ne  waa  minded,  to  be  plain  with  you,  to  have  taken 
their  way— for  ne  was  assured  that  the  Lord  James* 
was  coming  this  road  at  the  head  of  a  round  body 
of  cavaU-y.  And  accordingly  Lord  James  did  so  far 
reckon  upon  him,  that  he  sent  this  man  Warden,  or 
whatsoever  be  his  name,  to  my  master's  protection, 
aa  an  assured  friend ;  and,  moreover,  with  tidinga 
that  he  himaelf  was  marching  hitherward  at  the 
head  of  a  strong  body  of  horse/' 

"  Now,  Our  Lady  forfendl"  said  the  Sub-Prior. 

'  Amen !"  answered  Christie,  in  some  trepidation, 
**  did  your  reverence  sec  aught  r' 

"Nothing  whatever."  replied  the  monk;  "it  was 
thy  tale  which  wrested  from  me  that  exclamation." 

"  And  it  was  some  cause,"  replied  he  of  the  Clint- 
hill,  "  for  if  Lord  James  should  come  hither,  your 
Haiidoine  would  smoke  for  it.  But  be  of  good  cheer 
—that  expedition  is  ended  before  it  waa  b^n.  The 
Baron  of  Avenel  had  sure  news  that  Lord  James  haa 
been  fain  to  march  westward  with  his  merrymen,  to 
protect  Lord  Semple  against  Cassilis  and  the  Ken- 
aediea.  By  my  faith,  it  will  cost  him  a  brush ;  for 
wot  ye  what  they  aay  of  that  name,— 

•  Lanl  Jsinss  Stewart,  sftanraidi  tfat  Rcfont  Monay. 


'TwiKt  WiftoD  81^  the  taw«  of  Aft. 

Poitpatriek  and  OM  eraiVM  of  Q«e, 
No  man  need  tUak  for  to  Ude  thm. 

UoImi  he  court  Saiat  Ksnnsdis.' " 

"Then,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "the  Lord  Jam^ 

purpose  of  coming  southwards  being  broken,  c 

this  person,  Henry  Warden,  a  cold  reception  at  Ave- 
nel Castle.^ 

"  It  would  not  have  been  altogether  ao  roo^  a 
one,"  said  the  moss-trooper,  "for  my  master  waa  in 
heavy  thought  what  to  do  m  these  unsettled  time^ 
and  would  scarce  have  hazarded  misusing  a  man 
sent  to  him  by  so  terrible  a  leader  as  the  Lord  Jana«a. 
But,  to  speak  the  truth,  some  busy  devil  tempted  d>a 
old  man  to  meddle  with  my  master  s  Christian  liberty 
of  hand-laating  ^ith  Catherine  of  Newport.  So 
that  broke  the  wand  of  peace  between  them,  and  now 
ye  may  have  my  master,  and  all  the  force  he  can 
make,  at  your  devotion,  for  Lord  James  never  forgava 
wrong  done  to  him ;  and  if  he  come  by  the  upper- 
hand,  he  will  have  Julian's  head  if  there  were  n«vei 
another  of  the  name,  as  it  is  like  theie  is  not,  except* 
ing  the  bit  slip  of  a  lassie  yonder.  And  now  I  have 
told  you  more  of  my  master's  affairs  than  he  would 
thank  me  for;  but  you  have  done  me  a  frank  tvjB 
once,  and  I  may  need  one  at  your  hands  again." 

"  Thy  frankness,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  ahall  anva- 
ly  advantage  thee;  for  much  it  concerns  the  church 
in  these  broken  times  to  know  the  purpoaee  aod 
motivea  of  those  around  us.  But  what  is  it  that  thy 
master  expects  from  us  in  reward  of  good  serrioa; 
for  I  esteem  him  one  of  those  who  are  not  willing  to 
work  without  their  hire?" 

"  Nay,  that  I  can  tell  you  flatly ;  for  Lord  Jamea 
had  promised  him,  in  case  he  would  be  of  hia  lac- 
tion  in  these  parte,  an  easy  uck  of  the  teind-aheaves 
of  his  own  Barony  of  AveneL  together  with  the  lands 
of  Cranberry-moor,  which  lie  intersected  with  hia 
own.   And  be  will  look  for  no  less  at  your  hand." 

"  But  there  is  old  Gilbert  of  Cranberry-moor,"  said 
the  Sub-Prior,  "  what  are  we  to  make  of  him  1  The 
heretic  Lord  Jamea  may  take  on  him  to  dispone  upoa 
the  goods  and  landc  of  the  Halidome  at  his  pleasurei 
because,  doubtless,  but  for  the  protection  of  God,  and 
the  baronage  which  yet  remain  faithfiil  to  their  creed, 
he  may  despoil  us  of  them  by  force ;  but  while  they 
are  the  property  of  the  Community,  we  may  not  take 
steadinga  from  ancient  and  faithful  vassals,  to  gratify 
the  covetousness  of  those  who  serve  Gkkl  only  froaa 
the  lucre  of  gain." 

"  By  the  maas,"  said  Christie,  "  it  is  well  talking. 
Sir  Priest:  but  when  ye  consider  that  Gilbert  haa 
but  two  half-starved  cowardly  peaaants  to  follow  him, 
and  only  an  auld  jaded  aver  to  ride  upon,  fitter  for  the 
plough  than  for  manly  service ;  and  that  the  Baroa  o^ 
Avenel  never  rides  with  fewer  than  ten  iackmea  at 
his  back,  and  ofrener  with  fifty,  bodin  in  all  that  eSkirm 
to  war  as  if  they  were  to  do  battle  for  a  kingdom,  sjul 
mounted  on  nags  that  nicker  at  the  claah  of  a  sword 
as  if  it  were  the  clank  of  the  Ud  of  a  corn-chest— T  say, 
when  ye  have  computed  all  this,  you  may  gueaa  whim 
course  will  best  serve  your  Monastery." 

"  Friend,"  said  the  monk,  "I  would  willingly  pur- 
chase thy  master's  assistance  on  his  own  terms,  auioa 
times  leave  ua  no  better  meana  of  defence  asainat  the 
sacrilegious  spoliation  of  heresy;  but  to  take  from  a 
poor  man  his  patrimony" 

"  For  that  matter,"  said  the  rider,  "  his  seat  woukl 
scarce  be  a  soft  one,  if  my  master  thought  that  Gfl- 
bert's  interest  stood  betwixt  him  and  what  he  wishes. 
The  Halidome  haa  land  enough,  and  Gilbert  may  ba 
quartered  elsewhere.". 

"  We  will  consider  the  possibility  of  so  disposiiig 
the  matter,"  said  the  monk,  "  and  will  expect  in  con- 
sequence your  master's  most  active  assistance,  with 
all  the  followers  he  can  make,  to  join  in  the  definice 
of  the  Halidome,  against  any  force  by  which  it  may 
be  threatened." 

"  A  man's  hand  and  a  mailed  glove  on  that,"*  said 

•  Af  MwiM  atooeinent  for  tbdr  laxHy  of  nonk  oq  mail  oca* 
liofM,  the  Bofderen  were  terere  obsenrat  <^tlw  nnn  which  Vmf 
ha/l  irfedfed,  eren  to  an  enemy.  If  anrpemonfarDkelMiwardM 
pUfhted.  the  individua]  to  whom  &ith  tad  not  bMn  olwitd, 
aaed  to  bdng  to  tbs  Best  BordeniMetinc  n  glove  ha«OBihi 
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.thajaekman.  **Tli0yciniismtfsiidBrai  diie?e8,and 
what  not;  but  the  side  we  take  we  hold  by.— And  I 
will  be  blithe  when  my  Baron  comes  to  a  point  which 
aide  he  will  take,  for  the  castle  is  a  kind  of  hell,  (Oar 
Lady  forgive  me  for  naming  such  a  word  in  this 
l>Uoe!)  while  he  is  in  his  mood,  studying  how  he 
may  beet  advantage  himself.  Ani^  now.  Heaven  be 
praised,  we  are  in  the  open  valley,  and  I  may  swear 
a  round  oath,  should  aught  happen  to  provoke  it." 

"  My  friend,"  said  the  Sub-Prior;  "  thou  hast  little 
narit  m  abstaining  from  oaths  or  blasphemy,  if  it  be 
only  out  of  fear  of  evil  spirits." 

*  Nav,  I  am  not  9uite  a  church  vassal  yet,"  said 
fhe  jackman,  "  and  if  you  link  the  curb  too  tight  on 
a  young  horse,  I  promise  vou  he  will  rear— Why,  it  is 
much  tor  me  to  forbear  old  customs  on  any  account 
whatever." 

The  night  being  fine,  they  forded  the  river  at  the 
spot  where  the  Sacristan  met  with  his  unhappy  en- 
counter with  the  spirit.  As  soon  as  they  arrived  at 
the  gate  of  the  Monastery,  the  porter  in  waiting  ea- 
gerly exclaimed,  "  Reverend  father,  the  Lord  Abbot 
18  most  anxious  for  your  presence." 

*'  Let  these  strangers  be  carried  to  the  great  hall," 
said  the  Sub-Prior,  **  and  be  treated  with  the  best  by 
the  cellarer ;  reminding  them,  however,  of  that  mo- 
desty and  decency  of  conduct  which  becometh  guests 
in  a  nouse  like  this." 

**  But  the  Lord  Abbot  demands  you  instantly,  my 
▼enerable  brother,"  said  Father  Philip,  arriving  in 
great  haste.  "  I  have  not  seen  him  more  discouraged 
or  desolate  of  counsel  sinoe  the  field  of  Pinkie-cleugh 
was  stricken." 

*'  I  come,  my  good  brother,  I  come,"  said  Father 
Ekistace.  I  pray  thee,  good  brother,  let  this  youth, 
Edward  Olenainning,  be  conveyed  to  the  Chamber 
of  the  Novices,  and  placed  under  their  mstructer. 
Gkxl  hath  touched  his  heart,  and  he  proposeth  laying 
aside  the  vanities  of  the  world,  to  become  a  brother 
of  our  holy  order;  which,  if  his  epod  parts  be  matched 
with  fitting  docility  and  humility,  he  may  one  day 
live  to  adorn." 

"  My  very  venerable  brother,"  exclaimed  old  Fa- 
th«  Nicholas,  who  came  hobbling  with  a  third  sum- 
mons to  the  Sub-Prior,  '*  I  pray  thee  to  hasten  to  our 
worshipful  Lord  Abbot.  The  holy  patroness  be  with 
us  I  never  saw  I  Abbot  of  the  House  of  Saint  Mary's 
in  sadi  consternation ;  and  yet  I  remember  me  well 
when  Father  Ingleram  had  the  news  of  Flodden- 
field." 

"  I  com^  I  come,  venerable  brother,"  said  Father 
Eustace— And  having  repeatedly  ejaculated  '*  I  come !" 
be  at  laat  went  to  the  Abbot  in  good  earnesu 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

It  b  not  texts  will  do  it— Church  artUlenr 

Aro  silenoed  loon  by  real  ordnaoca. 

And  canoM  are  but  vara  oppoaed  to  cannon. 

Oo.  coin  your  crozior,  hmU  your  church  plate  down, 

Bia  tho  starved  soldier  banoiet  in  your  halls. 

And  quaff  your  km^-eaved  hunhead*— Turn  them  out 

TIkis  primed  with  yuur  food  cheer,  to  guard  your  wall. 

And  Ihey  will  veaturefiir't OkLPIojf. 

The  Abbot  received  his  counsellor  with  a  tremu- 
lous eagerness  of  welcome,  which  announced  to  the 
Sttb-Pnor  an  extreme  agitation  of  spirits,  and  the  ut- 
most need  of  good  counsel.  There  wss  neither 
nazer-dish  nor  standing-cup  upon  the  little  table,  at 
the  elbow  of  his  huge  chair  of  state :  his  beads  alone 
lay  there,  and  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  been  telling  them 
in  his  extremity  of  distress.  Beside  the  beads  waa 
placed  the  mitre  of  the  Abbot,  of  an  antique  form. 
and  blazing  with  precious  stones,  and  the  rich  and 

Bolot  of  a  spear,  and  proclaim  to  Scots  and  EoffKsh  the  name  of 
Bb  de&utter.  Tiiis  was  accounted  so  great  a  disgrace  to  all  con- 
pecced  with  him.  that  his  own  clansmen  sorotfmee  destroyed 
bm.  to  escape  the  hi&my  he  had  brought  on  tMlb. 

Constable,  a  spjr  engaged  by  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  tal 
Bolder  thieves,  whom  he  used  as  his  guides,— "  That  tj 


talks  of  two 

^ ^       it  they  would 

that  they  would'  not  betray  any  man 

I  France. 

betn/  me  they 


Bot  care  to  steal,  and  ret  that  ther  would  not  betray  i 
tet  trusts  in  them,  ibr  all  the  gold  in  Scotland  or  m 
VbBf  an  my  guides  and  outkws.  If  they  would  betrajr 


mtrreetUm. 
Vol.  lit 


S!^'-^9dler't  JMtgn  during  ihs  itorOmn  hi- 


night  jet  their  pardons,  and  cause  me  to  be  hanged ;  butT  have 
'Itboaeie        **      ' -----:»--i — ._    ^ 


highiy-emboflflsd 


ctoiier  xeated  against  the  laaM 

The  Sacristan  and  old  Father  Nicholas  had  fol- . 
lowed  the  Sub>Prior  into  the  Abbot's  apartment, 
perhaps  with  the  hope  of  leammg  somethmg  of  the 
important  matter  which  seemed  to  be  in  hand. .  They 
were  not  mistaken ;  for,  after  having  ushered  in  the 
Sub-Prior,  and  being  themselves  in  the  act  of  retir- 
ing, the  Abbot  made  them  a  aignal  to  remain. 

,  My  brethren,"  he  said,  *'  it  is  well  known  to  voa 
with  what  psinfiil  zeal  we  nave  overseen  the  wei^ty 
affairs  of  this  house  committed  to  our  unworthy  hand 
—your  bread  hath  been  given  to  you,  and  your  water 
hath  been  sure-*I  have  not  wasted  the  revenues  of 
the  Convent  on  vain  pleasures,  as  hunting^  or  hawk- 
ing or  in  change  of  rich  cope  or  alb,  or  m  feasting 
idle  bards  and  jesters^  saving  those,  who.  according  to 
old  wont,  were  received  in  time  of  Christmas  and 
Easter.  Neither  have  I  enriched  either  mine  own 
relations  nor  strange  women  at  the  expense  of  the 
Patrimony." 

"There  ha\h  not  been  such  a  Lord  Abbot,"  said 
Father  Nicholas,  *'  to  my  knowledge,  since  the  days 
of  Abbot  Ingelram,  who  

At  that  portentous  word,  which  always  preluded  a 
long  story,  the  Abbot  broras  in. 

*nklay  God  have  meroy  on  his  soul  1— we  talk  not 
of  him  now.— What  I  would  know  of  ye.  my  bretl 
is,  whether  I  have,  in  your  mind,  faithfully  c ' 
the  duties  of  mine  omce  7" 

"  There  hss  never  been  subject  of  complaint,"  an- 
swered the  Sub-Prior. 

The  Sacristan,  more  diffuse,  enumerated Uie  various 
acts  of  indulgence  and  kindness  which  the  mild  gor 
vemment  of  Abbot  Boniface  had  conferred  on  tna 
brotherhood  of  Saint  Mary's— the  inckUgerUiw—thiB 
graii<u—i\ie  biberu— -the  weekly  mess  of  boiled  al- 
monds—the enlarged  accommodation  of  the  refec- 
tory—the better  arrangement  of  the  cellarage— the 
improvement  of  the  revenue  of  the  Monastery— the 
diminution  of  the  privations  of  the  brethren. 

'*  You  might  have  added,  mv  brother,"  said  the 
Abbot,  listening  with  melancholy  acquiescence  to  the 
detail  of  his  own  merits,  *'  that  I  caused  to  be  built 
that  clurious  screen,  which  secure th  the,  cloisters 
from  the  north-east  wind.— But  ali  these  things  avail 
nothing— As  we  read  in  holy  Maccabee,  Cap(a  tat  ei- 
vita^  oer  vohintatem  Dd,  It  hath  cost  me  no  little 
thought,  no  common  toil,  to  keep  these  weighty  mat- 
ters in  such  order  as  you  have  seen  them— there  waa 
both  barn  and  binn  to  be  kept  full— Infirmary,  dor- 
mitory, guest-hall,  and  refectory  to  be  looked  to— 
processions  to  be  made,  confessions  to  be  heardt 
strangere  to  be  entertained,  venim  to  be  granted  or  re- 
fused ;  and  I  warrant  me,  when  every  one  of  you 
was  asleep  in  your  cell,  the  Abbot  hath  lain  awake 
for  a  full  hour  by  the  bell,  thinking  how  these  mattert 
might  be  ordered  seemly  and  suitably.^' 

Msy  we  ask,  reverend  my  lord,"  said  the  Sub-Pri- 
or, "  what  additional  care  has  now  been  thrown  upon 
you,  since  your  discourse  seems  to  point  that  way  V 

"  Marry,  this  it  is,"  said  the  Abbot.  **  The  talk 
is  not  now  of  biberea  or  of  caritas,  or  of  boiled  al- 
monds,* but  of  an  English  band  coming  against  ua 

*  "The  bthtftt,  carit^,  and  boiled  almoodiH  of  whieb  AlAmi. 
BonilJinc  Kjx<EkXfl4  vcifri;-  e\)ts^in.\  oecaiioiu  lur  PDJujinr  lujiiirfcs, 
aHhrtlt^l  M  tlu  moFikt  tijr  Nmnti  fivm  (UttwHit  lovtmig m^  m  tntm 
otf^r  fjc-ni-rftc!oTi  Ut  ihu  crKTiVt^nl.  Ttmtu  u  ufie  of  tliiay  ^hartm 
call45l  D*  Piia/icia  CtnfaiH  LtirrnTum.  Uy  thu  cJiutsr.  mbb 
U  wry  cikfirjuK.uiu  KfAitstt  fifiue^un  Uwt  i«l]i  Jiinuarrtiiaa  m  the 


thf"  (Hum  'nrpOTrt  lnjixlnvt  rxniJiUiwi  nl  lhi>  hriir-yi'nrijf  trnm  ftTPfn- 


of  tKo  111  ran  It*  ot  ^clniic,  'Hid  prv^^  DiinHM^n  of  4iii«  Anfiiaij  i> 
to  ftifiu^li  ii>  eurh  i:>i'  the  manka  «f  tlw  4»J4  mtnirute^^  wwla 
pincml  ax  &mM  in  iho  nffitiflfy^  *»  0*^™  mft"  "^'  noa  baifed  with 
mdlkr  nf  uf  iUmufiil>»  (m  pass,  at  oHher  pulvo  of  Uwt  Hod  wmch 
uuLlI  itfi  pfiKUR-d  in  ti»  tsMtttrf.  TUi  M.diitH'^  ii>  their  onrnnv^ii 
u  Ut  lj«j  c'lkUUuTsJ  ths  King's  M»4-  Anil  H  tt  LhrcEuzoi.  that  aliho^h 
Bjor  rnWik  'huulclt  A^^ai  tam^  human  aiolotf,  wmnt  eppeiila  or 
iDcliasiua  la  eo-t «  tlie  hii^'«  mtM^P  bin  iimra  rtiHHtldt  prvvHbe^ 
le«.  t»  placed  ea  ibe  laUe  with  t)Krt«  of  hu  bnthran,  uu)  aner^ 
Wifili  cemAl  td  Uvfstfl  awt  given  ta  tfae  iKK>t«  '  ^4«ih<T  n  it 
mil  T'Fcn  ^ins'*  ei''!iEJnim  tht  bcHimtilUl  wvenswn.  *^  ihtti  ihv  iUnttef* 
w]>\'  n  I-  i-r  ikK^'iit  iMlfficTvtvJ  Up  ig  tilt  laid  munVti  arrnrrJVij?  to 
th-  H  .Mfi'KTii  niU'.  jhoukl  t»  diitiii^hwt^ 'mmntJly,  iir  wmloml 

4e 


m 


TBB  VONASmT. 


tCfaur. 


iioai  Haiham,  comisaiided  by  Sir  Jolin  FVister :  nor  j 

is  it  of  the  screening  us  from  the  east  wind,  but  how 
10  escape  Lord  James  Stewart,  who  cometh  to  lay 
waste  and  destroy  with  his  heretic  soldiers." 

'*  I  thought  that  pmpose  had  been  broken  bv  the 
feud  between  Semple  and  the  Kennedies,"  said  the 
Sob'Prior  hastily. 

"  They  have  accorded  that  matter  at  the  expense 
of  the  church,  as  usual."  said  the  Abbot;  "  the  Earl 
of  Cassilis  is  to  have  the  teind-sheaves  of  his  lands, 
which  were  given  to  the  house  of  Grosraguel,  ana 
he  has  stricken  hands  with  Stewart,  who  is  now 
called  Murray.— Principe*  convenerunt  unum  ad- 
V€nnts  Dominum.— There  are  the  letters." 

The  Sub-Prior  took  the  letters,  which  had  come 
by  an  express  messenger  from  the  Primate  of  Scot- 
land, who  still  laboured  to  uphold  the  tottering  fa- 
bric of  the  system  under  which  ho  was  at  length 
buried,  and,  stepping  towards  the  lamp,  read  them 
with  an  air  of  deep  end  settled  attention— the  Sa- 
cristan and  Father  Nicholas  looked  as  helplessly 
at  each  Other,  as  the  denizens  of  th^  poultry-yard 
when  the  hawk  soars  over  it.  The  Abbot  seemed 
bowcxi  down  with  the  extremity-  of  sorrowful  appre- 
bension,  but  kept  his  eye  timorously  fixed  on  the 
Sub-Prior,  as  if  striving  to  catch  some  comfort  from 
the  expression  of  his  countenance.  When  at  length 
he  beheld  that,  after  a  second  intent  perusal  of  the 
letters,  he  remainedstill  silent  and  full  of  thought,  he 
asked  nim  in  an  anxious  tone,  **  What  is  to  be  done?" 

**  Our  duty  must  be  done,"  answered  the  Sub-Prior, 
"  and  the  rest  is  in  the  hands  of  Grod." 

"Our  duly— our  duty?"  answered  the  Abbot,  im- 
patiently; "doubtless  we  are  to  do  our  duty;  but 
what  is  that  duty?  or  how  will  it  serve  us f— Will 
bell,  book^  and  candle,  drive  back  the  English  here- 
tics? or  wtU  Murray  care  for  psalms  and  antiphonars  ? 
or  can  I  fight  for  the  Halidome,  like  Judas  Macca- 
beus^ against  those  profone  Nicanors?  or  send  the 
Sacnstan  against  this  new  Holofernes,  to  bring  back 
his  head  in  a  basket?" 

"  True,  my  Lord  Abbot,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  we 
cannot  fight  with  carnal  weapons,  it  is  alike  contrary 
to  our  habit  and  vow;  but  we  can  die  for  our  Convent 
and  for  our  Order.  Besides,  we  can  arm  those  who 
will  and  can  fight.  The  English  are  but  few  in  num- 
t)er,  trusting,  as  it  would  seem,  that  they  will  be  joined 
by  Murray,  whose  march  has  been  interrupted.  If 
Foster,  with  his  Cumberiand  and  Hexham  bandits, 
ventures  to  march  into  Scotland,  to  pillage  and  de- 
spoil our  House,  we  will  levy  our  vassals,  and,  I 

floment  <if  the  mo«t  taco  of  hU  brethren,  aha]]  name  a  prudent 
and  decent  monk  for  receiving,  directinf,  and  expondinr,  all  mat> 
ten  concerning  this  annuity  for  the  benefit  of  the  cunununity. 
agreeably  to  the  royal  desire  and  intention,  rendering  a  ikithml 
acoount  thurei>f  to  the  abl>ot  and  superior*  of  the  same  convent. 
And  the  same  charter  declares  the  king's  fkrther  pleasure,  that 
the  said  men  of  reliipon  should  be  bound  yearly  and  for  ever,  in 
acknowledgnnent  of  the  above  donation,  to  clotiie  fifleeo  poor 
men  at  the  feast  of  Saint  Martin  in  winter,  and  to  feed  thum  on 
the  same  day,  delivering  to  each  of  them  four  ells  of  large  or 
broad,  or  six  .ells  of  narrow  cloth,  and  to  each  alto  a  now  pair  of 
•hoes  or  sandals,  according  to  their  order ;  and  if  the  suid  monks 
shall  fail  in  their  engaf  ements.  or  any  of  them,  it  is  tlie  king's 
w'\i  that  the  fault  shall  be  redeemed  by  a  double  i»rfomtance  of 
%r4iat  has  been  omitted,  to  be  executed  at  the  sight  of  tJie  chief 
fi  restor  of  Ettrick  fur  the  time  being,  and  bef<jro  tlie  return  uf 
IBaint  Marlm's  day  lueeeeding  that  on  which  the  omiasiwi  has 
taken  place. 

Of  this  charter,  respecting  the  nittance  of  XOOL  assigned  to  fUr 
nish  the  monks  of  Melrose  with  a  daily  mess  of  bouc'Q  rice,  al- 
monds, or  other  pulse,  to  mend  their  commons,  the  antiquarian 
leader  will  be  pleased,  doubtless,  to  see  the  oiigmal. 

CAKTA  RBOIS  ROBBKTI  I.  ASBATX  BT  CONVBMTUI  OB 

Mblross. 
Carta  ie  PUancta  Centum  Lihrarum. 

"  Robertua  Dei  grada  Rex  Seottoram  omnibus  probis  hominlbus 
locius  terre  sue  Salntem.  Sciatis  nos  pro  salute  anime  nostre  et 
pro  salute  animanim  antecMSonim  et  suceessorum  nostrorum  Re- 
(am  Scocie  Dedinse  OtjncesstSMe  et  hoc  presenti  Carta  nostra  oon- 
Vrmasse  I>eo  et  Beata  Marie  virgini  et  Religiosis  viris  Al>bati  et 
Convtmtui  de  Mebuss  et  eontm  fueccffsoribus  in  porpetuum  Cen- 
tum Llliras  Sterlingorum  Annui  Redditus  singulis  annis  pcrcipim- 
itas  de  firmis  nostris  Burgi  Berwici  super  Twedam  ad  terminos 


Kenterostift  et  Sancti  Martini  in  hyeroe  pro  eqiiaU  portkme  vel  de 
nova  Custama  nostra  Burgi  *predicti  si  finne  nostre  predicte  ad 
Bctam  summam  pocunie  sufncere  non  notorunt  vel  de  nova  Cus- 


luma  nost  a  R'nyomm  nostrorum  de  Edenburg  et  de  Hadington. 
01  ftrme  nustre  et  Costuma  nostra  viUe  Bemrici  aliquo  casu  eon- 
* "  -  I  boe  fbtie  »  ^  s^Bciant  Ita  quod  VoU  somma  peeu- 


trast,  shall  be  fomid  •trong  floougii  to  ghre  him  bat- 
tle." 

"  In  the  blessed  name  of  Oor  Lady,"  said  the  Abbnt, 
"  think  you  that  I  am  Petros  Eremita,  to  go  forth  the 

leader  of  an  host  7" 

*'  Nay,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  **  let  some  man  ekiltod 
m  war  lead  our  neople-^there  is  Julian  Avend,  aa 
approved  soldier." 

'*  But  a  Bcotfen  a  debancbed  person,  and,  in  brief^ 
a  man  of  Belial,    quoth  the  Abbot. 

"  Still,"  said  the  monk,  "  we  must  use  his  ministry 
in  that  to  which  he  has  been  brought  up.  We  c«a 
gfuerdon  him  richly,  and  indeed  I  alreadjr  know  ths 
price  of  his  service.  The  English,  it  is  expected, 
will  presently  set  forth,  hoping  here  to  seixe  upon 
Piercie  Shafton,  whose  refuge  oeing  taken  with  os, 
they  make  the  pretext  of  this  unheard-of  inroad." 

*'  Is  it  even  soT*  said  the  Abbot;  "  I  never  judced 
that  his  body  of  satin  and  his  brain  of  leathers  bodfid 
us  much  good." 

*'  Vet  we  ranat  have  his  assistance,  if  possiUeyl* 
said  the  Sub-Prior j  "  he  may  interest  in  our  bebsji 
the  great  Piercie^  or  whose  friendship  he  boasts^  and 
that  good  and  faithful  Lord  may  break  Foster's  dut- 
pose.  I  will  despatch  the  jackman  after  him  with  all 
speed.—Chiefly^nowever,  I  trust  to  the  military  spirit 
of  the  land,  which  will  not  suffer  peace  to  be  easilT 
broken  on  the  frontier.  Credit  me,  my  lord,  it  vriu 
bring  to  our  side  the  hands  of  many,  whose  hearts 
may  nave  gone  astray  aAer  strange  doctrines.  Tlis 
great  chie/s  and  barons  will  be  ashamed  to  let  the 
vassals  of  pencefiH  monks  fight  nnaided  against  lbs 
old  enemies  of  Scotland." 

"It  mav  be,"  said  the  Abbot,  "that  Foeter  inQ 
wait  for  Murray,  whose  purpose  hitherward  is  bat 
delayed  for  a  short  space." 

"  By  the  rood,  he  will  not,"  said  the  Sub-Prior; 
"  we  Know  this  Sir  John  Foster— a  pestilent  heretic, 
he  will  long  to  destroy  the  church— bom  a  Borderer, 
he  will  thirst  to  plunder  her  of  her  wealth— a  Border- 
warden,  he  will  be  eager  to  ride  in  Scotland.^  Then 
are  too  mony  causes  to  urge  him  on.  If  he  joins  with 
Murray,  he  will  have  at  beat  but  an  auxiliary's  shars 
of  the  spoil— if  he  comes  hither  before  him,  tn  wiB 
reckon  on  the  whole  harvest  of  depredation  as  Us 
own.  Julian  Avenel  also  has,  as  I  have  heard,  soma 
spite  against  Sir  John  Foster;  they  will  fi^t,  wbea 
tney  meet,  with  double  determination.— Sacristan, 
send  for  our  bailiff— Where  is  the  roll  of  fencible  men 
liable  to  do  suit  and  service  to  the  Hali({ome1 — Send 
off  to  the  Baron  of  Meigallot ;  he  can  raise  threescon 

nie  Centum  Ljbranim  ete  annuattan  intogre  it  aba^oa  ffnntmHb> 

tione  aligua  plenarie  perw>lvatur  pre  cunctis  altis  qabaatmafm 
assignaciombuB  per  nos  factis  seu  faciendis  ad  invenieadaiii  hi 
perpetuum  singulis  diebus  cidlibet  roonacho  mooasterii  pradiBtf 
coniedcnti  in  Kofoctorio  unum  stifiiciens  ferculum  risanon  Mela* 
rum  cum  lacte.  ami^alanun  vel  i^isanun  bivb  aliorum  dboraa 
eonsimilis  condicionis  iiiventoruro  m  patria  et  tllud  fercolam  fti>> 
culum  Regis  vocabitur  in  etemum.  Et  si  aJiqiuis  roonadffs  as 
aliqua  causa  honcsta  de  dieto  fereulo  comedere  noloeiit  vied  nfid 
non  poterit  non  mmus  attamen  aibi  de  dicto  lereulo  aainlatwilg 
et  ad  portam  pm  paupenbus  deportetor.  Nee  volarans  quod  oeea- 
sione  ferculi  nostn  predicU  pnuidiiun  dicti  Conventus  de  qao  aali 
quitus  oommuniter  eis  deserviri  sive  miniatrari  aolebat  in  aikiaa 
pqjoretur  seu  diminuatur.  Volnmus  insuper  et  ordinainiia  gml 
Abbas  qiusdem  noonasterii  qui  pro  tempore  ftierit  da  eouMBm  »• 
niorum  de  Conventu  sperialitor  constjtuat  onam  mooacfaiaD  mo- 
vidum  et  discrotum  au  recipiendum  ordinandum  et  expetidMiaai 
totam  summam  pecunie  memorate  pro  utiHtate  oonvontns  maum 
dum  voTitm  et  iTTToncionpni  Tnt?ntia  Titntrr-  rnrt^tvy^  aTmrrtntinn  tt 
ad  I.M-.J.  i..liini  llif.  :■  ^--rn; -il.jN  ilmmi  AN.'it^:  +t  M:Lt*/ri)»i«  Js 
C<...v.r,:.|    ,|,.J,il.^  .1 ^  ,J.:  jM-n- ■,!,;..   iji.'  K  ,>.i,1 1^.    tt   N  OJ'UTTIIt  4}Uai 
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THE  MOICASTBRY. 


lorse  and  better— Say  to  him  the  Monastery  will 
iomponnd  with  him  for  the  customs  of  his  bridge, 
vhich  have  been  in  controversy,  if  he  will  show  him- 
lelf  a  friend  at  such  a  point.— And  now,  my  lord,  let 
IS  compute  our  possible  numbers,  and  those  of  the 
tncmy,  that  human  blood  be  not  spilled  in  vain— Let 
IB  therefore  calculate" 

'*My  brain  is  dizzied  with  the  emergency,"  said 
he  poor  Abbot—"  I  am  not,  I  think,  more  a  coward 
ban  others,  so  far  as  mvown person  is  concerned ; 
tut  speak  to  me  of  marching  and  collecting  soldiers, 
ind  calculating  forces,  and  you  may  as  well  tell  of  it 
o  the  youngest  novice  of  a  nunnery.  But  my  resolu- 
ion  is  taken.— Brethren,"  he  said,  rising  up,  and 
k>ming  forwnrd  with  that  dignity  which  his  comely 
icrson  enabled  him  to  assume,  "  hear  for  the  last  time 
he  voice  of  your  Abbot  Boniface.  I  have  done  for 
ou  the  best  that  I  could ;  in  auieter  times  I  had  per- 
laps  done  better,  for  it  was  for  quiet  that  I  sought 
be  cloister,  which  has  been  to  me  a  place  of  mrmoil, 
IS  much  as  if  I  had  sate  in  the  receipt  of  custom,  or 
idden  forth  as  leader  of  an  armed  host.  But  now 
natters  turn  worse  and  wors^  and  I,  as  I  grow  old, 
ira  less  able  to  struggle  with  them.  Also,  it  oeoomes 
ne  not  to  hold  a  place,  whereof  the  duties,  through 
ny  default  or  misfortune,  may  be  but  imperfectly  fill- 
d  by  me.  Wherefore  I  have  resolved  to  demit  this 
nine  high  office,  so  that  the  order  of  these  matters 
nay  presently  devolve  upon  Father  Eustatius  here 
tresent,  our  well-beloved  Sub-Prior;  and  I  now  re- 
oice  that  he  hath  not  been  provided  according  to  his 
nerits  elsewhere,  seeing  thst  I  well  hope  he  will  suc- 
ked to  the  mitre  and  staff  which  it  is  my  present 
»urpose  to  lay  down." 

'^In  the  name  of  Our  Lady,  do  nothing  hastily, 
ny  lord !"  said  Father  Nicholas—"  I  do  remember 
hat  when  the  worthy  Abbot  Ingelram,  being  in  his 
linetieth  year— for  I  warrant  you  he  could  remember 
vhen  Benedict  the  Thirteenth  was  deposed— and  be- 
n^;  ill  at  ease  and  bed-rid,  the  brethren  rounded  in  his 
;ar  that  he  were  better  resign  his  office.  And  what 
iaid  he,  being  a  pleasant  man  1  marry,  that  while  he 
»uld  crook  his  little  finger  he  would  keep  hold  of  the 
rronier  with  it." 

The  Sacristan  also  strongly  remonstrated  against 
he  resolution  of  his  Superior,  and  set  down  the  in- 
infficiency  he  pleaded  to  the  native  modesty  of  his 
lisposition.  The  Abbot  listened  in  downcast  silence ; 
iven  flattery  could  not  win  his  ear. 

Father  Eustace  took  a  nobler  tone  with  his  dis> 
ioncerted  and  dejected  Superior.  "  My  Lord  Abbot," 
le  said,  "  if  I  have  been  silent  concerning  the  virtues 
trith  which  you  have  governed  this  house,  do  not 
hink  that  I  am  unaware  of  them.  I  know  that  no 
n^n  ever  brought  to  your  high  office  a  more  sincere 
xrish  to  do  well  to  all  mankind ;  and  if  your  rule  has 
lot  been  marked  with  the  bold  lines  which  soroo- 
imes  distinguished  your  spiritual  predecessors,  their 
Aults  have  equally  been  strangers  to  your  character." 

"  I  did  not  believe,"  said  the  Abbot,  turning  his 
ooka  to  Father  Eustace  with  some  surprise,  *^that 
ron^  fother,  of  all  men,  would  have  done  me  this 
ustice." 

"  In  your  absence."  aaid  the  Sub-Prior,  "  I  have 
*vcn  done  it  more  nilly.  Do  not  lose  the  good  opi- 
lion  which  all  .men  entertain  of  yon,  by  rendundng 
four  office  when  yonr  care  is  most  needed." 

''  But,  my  brother,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  I  leave  a 
more  able  in  my  place." 

"  That  you  do  not,"  said  Eustace;  **  becatise  it  is 
not  necossary  you  should  resign,  in  order  to  possess 
Lhe  use  of  whatever  experience  or  talent  1  may  be  ac- 
sonnted  master  of.  I  have  been  long  enough  in  this 
profession  to  know  that  the  individnalqualities  which 
any  of  us  may  have,  are  not  hia  own,  but  the  nro- 
perty  of  the  Community,  and  only  so  far  usefol  when 
ihey  promote  the  general  advantage.  If  you  care 
not  in  person,  my  lord,  to  deal  with  this  troublesome 
matter,  let  me  implore  you  to  go  instantly  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  make  what  friends  yon  can  in  our  behalf; 
whue  I  in  your  absence  will,  aa  Sub-Prior,  do  my 
duty  in  defence  of  the  Halidome.  If  I  succeed,  may 
the  honoar  and  praise  be  yours,  and  if  I  fail,  let  the 
du«noe  and  ahiiM  be  mioa  own." 


The  Abbot  mused  for  a  space,  and  then  Teiillied.^ 
"  No,  Father  Eustatius,  you  thall  not  conquer  roe  by 
your  generosity.  In  times  Uke  these,  this  honae 
must  nave  a  stronger  pik>tage  than  my  weak  hands 
afford ;  and  he  who  steers  the  veesel  must  be  chief 
of  the  crew.  Shame  were  it  to  accept  the  praise  of 
other  men's  labours ;  and,  in  my  poor  mind,  all  the 
praise  which  can  be  bestowed  on  him  who  under- 
takes a  task  so  perilous  and  perplexing,  is  a  meed 
beneath  his  merits.  Misfortune  to  him  would  deprive 
him  of  an  iota  of  it !  Assume,  therefore,  your  autho- 
rity to-night,  and  proceed  in  the  preparations  you 
judge  necessary.  Let  the  Chapter  be  summoned 
to-morrow  after  we  have  heard  mass,  and  all  shall 
be  ordered  as  I  have  told  yon.  Benedicite,  my  bre- 
thren !— peace  be  with  you !  May  the  new  Abbot-ex- 
pectant Bleep  aa  sound  as  he  who  is  about  to  resign 
his  mitre." 

Thov  rt'-'irfii,  affected  atcti  to  tears.  The  ^od 
Aliboi  had  shown  a  pttlnt  of  hia  cbnrnctef  to  wbick 
th'?)'  wf  n?  stmnptr^.  Eytn  VhiUot  Kiisrac4s  had  held 
hi^  spiritunil  Superior  hitherto  ns  a  gnod -humoured, 
indolGnL,  self'LTidirlgenL  man,  whose  bhief  ni^rit  was 
th^  flbi*eoc«  of  frress  faulL»;  so  that  this  Mchftceof 
povva?f  to  a  sense  of  dut/,  even  if  a  little  allo)erl  by 
thu  meaner  motives  of  fenr  and  opprdienfltiLl  flifTiouf- 
tic!?,  raiwd  him  oiineirffmbly  in  iho  Sub-Priot'a  eati- 
mnrion.  He  even  felt  an  aversion  to  profit  by  the 
re-i[j;niir!on  of  the  Abbot  Bonifnc<?,  ami  in  a  manner 
to  rise  on  his  ruins;  hiit  ihia  ett^numcnt  did  not  loiij? 
conte?nd  wiiti  thuBe  which  kd  him  to  rtii^olkcit  hi|(her 
consiilcrati^ms.  It  could  not  be  d*?nved  thni  Bonlfaco 
was  f-ntirt^ly  until  for  hie  situntion  in  the  present  cristt  i 
and  rhe  SuVPriar  felt  that  he  himpelj^  noting  tn^n^y 
as  a  dclejjalCf  could  not  well  take  the  decisive  meamrBa 
whi'^'h  thf!  time  rpriuiroei;  the  weat  of  lhe  Conimu- 
ni^j"  therafore  demAnded  h\A  elevation.  If,  beajdea^ 
tht ni  crt'pt  in  n  feeiing  of  en  high  dif^iity  obtmnod. 
and  the  nntivrt  exultation  of  a  hfiii^jhiy  B^iirit  called 
to  fontf  nd  with  the  imminent  dan^er^  attadie<l  to  a 
po*t  of  such  djptincfikjTit  lh*?i^  sentimonu  wern  stf 
cmi  nine  I V  blended  and  amiilganiattd  wiHi  others  ol 
a  more  Jiitinierestcdi  nstufp,  that,  ng  the  Sub- Prior 
hi  instil  f  was  uncon^cioua  of  lht?ir  a  agency,  wei,  who 
hhvf^  n  rr^nTil  for  him,  nre  not  s/)iiciiuua  to  detect  tL 

The  Abbotele<?i  cartipd  him  self  wjtli  mtire  di*^ttjf 
tb?in  formcrlyt  when  givinp  HUL*h  directions  a  a  the 
prc^riin,^  circumsinHcica  of  the  iimc»  Tffjiiirieil ;  and 
thvw!  iivho  appro ni^hfd  him  Ctiijld  perfjeive  iin  miuBunI 
kirtitiini^  of  hi!)  fuh^on  e>'e,  nnd  an  iimiaiial  flush 
uiiifii  hifl  rxnie  and  fad'^1  du*k,  With  bnt'fnin-.aH  and 
pf'.f'ision  he  wrote  mid  dtctoitsrf  various  Itj iters  to  dif- 
fer'^Tit  barons,  scqnainting  rhern  wiih  the  moditaJ^ 
invji<tjon  of  the  Halidome  by  the  Knj*lifiK  snd  con- 
juring them  to  lend  aid  and  aasisiar^ce  aa  in  a  com- 
mon caiiiw^  The  tenaptstion  of  ndvanta|!6  was  held 
out  to  those  whom  he  judged  less  sensible  of  the 
ctiii^c  of  honrjtir,  and  all  were  uriiwl  by  lhe  mo tt yea  of 
piirrciitism  ^tid  encTent  Rnimoaity  to  the  English. 
TKp  time  hfiil  hwn  when  ml  s^ich  exhqriations  would 
hnvo  been  nct'c^Mry.  Burt  ei>  ese^itial  was  EAha- 
bt  ih's  aid  10  the  n^tVirme«i  party  in  Scotland,  and  so 
slrosi^  was  that  party  almost  every  whtte,  that  there 
wi^  r  tipyjn  to  beheve  a  great  many  would  obftorw 
ni'iitrnhtv  on  tht  present  occasion,  e¥en  if  thei'  did 
not  i:\t  the  l(^f!:;ih  of  unitini?  \^'i*h  *^-*-  F.^)-/^'^^  M-^^inat 
the  Catholics. 

When  Father  Eustace  considered  the  number  of  tht 
immediate  tassala  of  the  Church  whose  aid  he  might 
legally  command,  his  heart  siuik  at  the  thoughts  oi 
ranking  them  under  the  banner  of  the  fierce  and 
proflisate  JuUan  Avenel. 

"  Were  the  young  enthusiast  Halbert  Glendinnmg 
to  be  found,"  thought  Father  Eustate  in  hisanxietyt 
*'  I  would  haya  riaked  the  battle  under  hia  leading, 
jroung  aa  he  ick  and  with  better  hope  of  Ood'a  bless* 
ing.  But  the  bailifT  is  now  too  infirm,  nor  know  I  « 
chief  of  name  whom  I  might  trust  in  this  important 
matter  belter  than  this  Avenel."— He  touched  the  bell 
which  stood  on  the  table,  and  oommanded  Christie  oi 
the  CUnthill  to  be  brought  before  hinL— "  Thou  owest 
me  a  life,"  aaid  he  to  that  person  on  his  entrance, 
"  and  I  maT  do  thee  another  good  tmn  if  thoa  W«* 
stnosra  witk  bMi" 
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CSiiTstif  bad  tlntdy  dTtined  two  sundipg  ohm  of 
wine,  which  would,  on  another  occasion,  have  added 
to  the  insolence  or  his  familiarity.  But  at  present 
there  was  something  in  the  augmented  dignity  of 
manner  of  Father  Eustace,  whicli  impos^  a  restraint 
on  him.  Yet  his  answers  partook  of  his  usual  cha- 
racter of  undaunted  assurance.  He  professed  him- 
seLT  willing  to  return  a  true  answer  to  all  inquiries. 

*'  Has  the  Baron  (so  styled)  of  Avenel  any  friend- 
■hip  with  Sir  John  Foster,  Warden  of  the  West 
Marches  of  Enfflandr*  :  , 

"  Such  friendship  as  is  between  the  wild-cat  and 
the  terrier,"  replied  the  rider. 

"  Will  he  do  battle  with  him  should  they  meetT* 

**  As  surely,"  answered  Christie,  "  aa  ever  cock 
fouriit  on  Shrovetide-even." 

''^And  would  he  fight  with  Foster  in  the  Church's 
fluarrel?"  ^     ^ 

"  On  any.  quarrd,  or  upon  no  quarrel  whatever," 
replied  the  Jadiman. 

^*  We  wiU  then  write  to  him,  letting  him  know, 
that  if  upon  occasion  of  an  appreheivled  incursion  bv 
Sir  John  Foster  he  will  agree  to  join  his  force  with 
ours,  he  shall  lead  our  men.  and  lie  gratified  for  doing 
so  to  the  extent  of  his  wish.— Yet  one  word  more— 
Thou  didst  say  thou  couldst  find  out  where  the  Eng- 
lish knight  Piercie  ShaAon  has  this  day  fied  to  ?" 

**  That  I  can,  and  bring  him  back  too,  by  fair 
means  or  force,  as  best  likes  your  reverence." 

"  No  force  must  be  used  upon  him.  Within  what 
time  wilt  thou  find  him  out  1" 

"  Within  thirty  hours,  so  he  have  not  crossed  the 
Lothian  firth— U  it  is  to  do  you  a  pleasure,  I  will  set 
off  directly,  and  wind  him  as  a  sleuth-dc^  tracks  the 
moss-trooper,"  answered  Christie. 

"  Bring  him  hither  then,  and  thou  wilt  deserve 
good  at  our  hands,  which  I  may  soon  have  free  means 
of  bestowing  on  thee." 

"  Thanks  to  your  reverence,  I  put  myself  m  your 
reverence's  hands.  We  of  the  spsar  and  snaffle  walk 
something  recklessly  through  lite ;  but  if  a  man  were 
worse  than  he  is,  your  reverence  knows  he  must  live, 
and  that's  not  to  be  done  vrithoiit  shifting,  I  trow." 

'*  Peace,  sir,  and  begone  on  thine  errand— thou 
shalt  have  a  letter  from  us  to  Sir  Piercie." 

Christie  made  two  steps  towards  the  door;  then 
turning  back  and  hesitating,  hke  one  who  would 
make  an  impertinent  pleasantry  if  hedared^  he  asked 
what  he  was  to  do  with  the  wench  Mynie  Happer, 
whom  the  Southron  knight  had  carried  off  with  him. 

"  Am  I  to  bring  her  hitlier,  please  your  rwerendb?" 

*' Hither,  you  malapert  knave 7"  said  the  church- 
man :  **  remember  you  to  whom  you  speak  1" 

**  No  offence  meant,"  replied  Christie ;  ^  but  if  such 
is  not  your  wiU,  I  could  carry  her  to  Avenel  Castle, 
where  a  well-favoured  wench  was  never  unwelcome.' 

**  Bring  the  unfortunate  nrl  to  her  father's,  and 
break  no  scurril  jests  here,"  said  the  Sub-Prior— 
^  See  that  thou  guide  her  in  all  safety  and  honour." 

"  In  safety,  surely,"  said  the  rider,  "  and  in  such 
honour  aa  her  outbreak  has  left  her.— I  bid  your  reve- 
rence farewell,  I  must  be  on  horse  before  cock-crow." 

"What,  in  the  dark!— how  knowost  thoa  which 
wavtogol" 

•'^I  tracked  the  knight's  horse-tread  as  far  as  near 
to  the  ford,  as  we  rode  along  together,"  said  Christie, 
**and  I  observed  the  track  turn  to  the  northward. 
He  is  for  Edinburgh.  I  will  warrant  you— so  soon  as 
daylight'comes  I  will  be  on  the  road  again.  It  is  a 
kenspeckle  hoof-mark,  for  the  ahoe  was  made  by  old 
Eekie  of  Cannobie— I  would  swear  to  the  curve  of 
the  cawker."    So  saying  he  departed. 

'*  Hateful  necessity/'  said  Father  Eustace,  looking 
after  him,  **  that  obligee  us  to  uae  such  implements 

CB  these !  But,  assailed  as  we  are  on  all  sides,  and 
y  all  conditions  of  men,  what  alternative  is  left  us? 
*-But  now  let  me  to  my  most  needful  usk." 

The  Abbot  elect  accordingly  sate  down  to  write 
-ftters,  arrange  orders^  and  take  upon  him  the  whole 
charge  of  an  institution  which  tottered  to  its  fall, 
with  the  same  spirit  of  proud  and  devoted  fortitude 
wherewith  the  commander  of  a  fortress,  reduced 
nearly  to  the  last  extremity,  calculates  what  means 
reoiam  to  him  to  protract  the  fotal  hour  oCsuooeaaful 


storm.    In  the  mamiwbila  Abbot  Bowifcoe,  iBa^int 

given  a  few  natural  sighs  to  the  downfall  of  tbe  tir^ 
eminence  he  had  so  long  enjoyed  amongst  his  breahntL 
fell  fast  asleep,  leaving  the  whole  cares  and  toile  id 
office  to  his  assistant  and  successor. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

And  wbm  he  came  to  brolna  brisp. 

Ha  ilack'd  his  bow  and  awaai ; 
And  when  he  cani«  to  anu  gnminr. 

Set  down  hi*  feet  aid  ran.— GU  Monieti. 

Wa  return  to  Halbert  Olendinninff,  who,  as  <mi 
readers  may  remember,  took  the  high-road  to  Eda- 
burgh.  His  intercourae  with  the  preacher  Qearf 
Warden,  from  whom  he  received  a  letter  at  the  id»- 
ment  of  his  deliverance,  had  been  so  bri^fl  thmt  bo 
had  not  even  learned  the  name  of  the  nobleiBafi  w 
whose  care  he  was  reoominended.  Something  tiks 
a  name  had  been  spoken  indeed,  but  he  had  oalf 
comprehended  that  he  was  to  meet  the  chief  edrsB' 
cing  towards  the  south,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
horae.  When  dsy,  dawned  on  his  journey,  he  was  m 
the  same  uncertainty.  A  better  scholar  would  have 
been  informed  by  the  address  of  the  letter,  hut  HaU 
bert  had  not  so  far  profited  by  Father  BuMce^s  lea- 
sons  as  to  be  sble  to  decipher  it.  Hie  mother-wit 
taught  him  that  he  must  not,  in  such  uncertain  txmca 
be  too  hasty  in  asking  information  of  any  one :  anc 
when,  after  a  long  daya  journey,  night  soipriaed  hna 
near  a  little  village,  he  b^an  to  be  dubious  and  anx- 
ious concerning  the  issue  of  his  journey. 

In  a  poor  country,  hospitality  is  generally  ezerdaed 
freely,  and  Halbert,  when  he  requested  a  night'aqnar^ 
ters,  did  nothing  either  degreduig  or  eztraordtBary. 
The  old  woman,  to- whom  he  made  this  reqneec, 
granted  it  the  more  readily,  thst  she  thought  ehe  saw 
9ome  resemblance  between  Halbert  and  her  aoo 
Saunders,  who  had  been  killed  in  one  of  the  frayase 
common  m  the  time.  It  ib  true,  Saunders  was  a  aliort, 
square-made  fellow,  with  red  hair  and  a  fre^ed  fiBoe» 
and  somewhat  bandy-legf^  whereas  the  atrann 
was  of  a  brown  complexion,  tall,  and  reoiarkably 
well  made.  Nevertheless,  the  widow  was  cdear  that 
there  existed  a  general.resemblance  betwixt  her  goest 
and  Sttunder&  and  kindly  pressed  him  to  ahaie  of 
her  evening  cneer.  A  peoler,  a  uMn  of  about  forty 
years  old,  was  also  her  guest,  who  talked  with  great 
feeling  of  the  misery  of  pursuing  such  a  pn>fiBaaio& 
as  his  in  the  time  of  war  and  tumult 

"  We  think  much  of  knights  and  soldiera,"  aaid 
he;  "but  the  pedder-coffo  who  travels  the  land  has 
need  of  more  courage  than  them  alL  I  ain  amia  be 
maun  face  mair  riak,  God  help  him.  Here  have  i 
come  this  length,  trusting  the  godly  Earl  of  Morray 
would  be  on  nis  march  to  the  Borders,  for  he  was  ta 
have guestened  with  the  Baron  of  Avenel;  and^ in- 
stead of  that  comes  news  that  he  has  gone  westland- 
ways  about  some  tuilzie  in  Ayrshire.  And  what  to 
do  I  wot  not ;  for  if  I  go  to  the  south  without  a  safe- 
guard, the  next  bonny  rider  I  meet  might  ease  nseof 
sack  and  pack,  and  maybe  of  my  life  to  boot:  and 
then,  if  I  try  to  strike  across  the  moors,  I  maybe  as 
ill  off  before  I  can  join  myself  to  that  good  Lord's 
company." 

No  Otoe  was  quicker  at  catching  a  bint  than  Hal- 
bert Glendinning.  He  aaid  be  hunaelf  had  a  deaua 
to  go  westward.  The  pedler  looked  at  him  with  a 
very  doubtful  air,  when  the  old  dame,  who  perhaps 
thought  her  young  ^est  resembled  the  nmipt>wV 
Saundera,  not  only  m  his  looks,  but  in  a  cortaia 
pretty  turn  to  slight-of-hand.  which  the  dbfonct  was 
supposed  to  have  possessed,  tipped  him  the  wink, 
and  assured  the  pedler  heoieea  have  no  doubt  that 
her  young  cousin  was  a  true  man. 

"Coumnl"  said  the  pedler,  "I 
this  vouth  had  been  a  stranger." 

"Ill  hearing  makes  ill  rehearsing,"  aaid  the  land* 
lady;  "  he  is  a  stranger  to  me  by  eye-sight,  but  that 
does  not  make  him  a  stranger  to  me  by  Ueod,  noit 
especially  seeing  his  likeness  to  my  son  Saamden^ 
poor  bairn." 

The  pedler's  scruples  and  jealottsies  being  thus  fa* 
moved,  or  at  least  atkiioed,  the  traTellera  •inoA  tbn 


:  thought  yon  said 
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hcT  wonld  |nt>c6ed  In  eomptny  togedier  ihe  next 
noraing  by  daybreak,  the  pedler  acting  aa  a  guide 

0  CUenBinning,  and  the  youth  as  a  guard,  to  the  ped- 
er,  until  they  abould  fall  in  with  Murray's  detach- 
nent  of  horse.  It  would  appear  that  the  landlady 
lever  doubted  what  was  to  be  the  event  of  this  com- 
»act,  for,  taking  Glendinnin^  aside,  she  charged  him 
"  to  be  moderate  with  the  puir  body,  but  at  all  events, 
M>  to  forget  to  take  a  piece  of  black  say,  to  make  the 
mid  wife  a- new  rokday."  Halbert  laugl^ed  and  took 
lifl  leave. 

It  did  not  a  little  appal  the  pedler,  when,  in  the 
Didst  of  a  black  heatf^  the  young  man  told  him  the 
iftttire  of  the  e9mmif«ion  with  which  their  hostess 
wd  charged  him.  He  took  heart,  however,  upon 
mdng  the  open,  frank,  and  friendly  demeanour  of 
lie  youth,  and  vented  bis  exclamations  on  the  un- 
grateful old  traitress.  "I  gave  her."  he  said,  "ves- 
er^e'en,  nae  farther  gane,  a  yard  of  that  very  biack 
lay,  to  make  her  a  couvre-cnef :  but  I  see  it  is  ill 
looe  to  teach  the  cat  the  way  to  the  kirn." 

Thus  0et  at  ease  on  the  intentions  of  his  companion, 
for  in  those  happy  days  the  worst  was  always  to  be  ex- 
lected  from  a  stranger,)  the  pedler  acted  as  Halbert's 
^ide  over  moss  and  moor,  over  hill  and  many  a  dale, 
n  such  a  direction  as  might  best  lead  them  towards 
ho  route  of  Murray's  party.  At  length  they  arrived 
ipon  the  side  of  an  eminence,  which  commanded  a 
iiatant  prospect  over  a  tract  of  savage  and  desolate 
noorland,  marahv  and  waste— an  alternate  change 
»f  shingly  hill  ana  level  morass,  only  varied  by  blue 
itagnant  pools  of  water.  A  road  scarcely  marked 
fvinded  like  a  serpent  through  this  wilderness,  and 
he  pedler,  pointing  to  it,  said—"  The  road  from  Edin- 
>ur8h  to  ulasgow.  Here  we  must  wait,  and  if  Mur^ 
-ay  and  his  train  be  not  already  passed  by,  we  shall 
)oon  see  trace  of  them,  unless  some  new  purpose 
ihall  have  altered  their  resolution ;  for  in  these  blessed 
Jays  no  man,  were  he  the  nearest  the  throne,  as  the 
Ivarl  of  Murray  may  be,  knows  when  he  lays  his 
lead  on  his  pillow  at  night,  where  it  is  to  lie  upon  the 
following  even." 

They  paused  accordingly,  and  sat  down,  the  pedler 
cautiously  using  for  a  seat  the  box  which  contained 
lis  treasures,  and  not  concealing  from  his  companion 
:hat  he  wore  under  his  cloak  a  pistolet  hanging  at 
la  belt  in  case  of  need.  He  was  courteous,  however, 
tnd  offered  Halbert  a  share  of  the  provisions  which 
le  carried  about  him  for  refreshment.  They  were  of 
:he  coarsest  kind— oat-bread  baked  into  caxes,  oat- 
meal slaked  with  cokl  water,  an  onion  or  two,  and 

1  morsel  of  smoked  ham,  completed  the  feast.  But 
lu^  as  it  was,  no  Scotsman  of  the  time,  had  his 
'ank  been  much  higher  than  that  of  Glcndinning, 
nrould  have  refc^^  to  share  in  it,  especiallv  as  the 
>«dler  produced, ^vith  a  mysterious  air.  a  tup^s  horn, 
ivbirh  be  carried  slung  from  his  snouloers,  ana 
pvhich.  when  its  contents  were  examined,  produced 
:o  each  party  a  damshell-full  of  excellent  osque- 
Daugh— a  liquor  strange  to  Halbert,  for  the  strong 
waters  known  in  the  south  of  Scotland  came  firom 
Prance,  and  in  fact  such  were  but  rarely  used.  The 
;>edler  recommended  it  as  excellent,  said  he  had  pro- 
cnired  it  in  bis  last  visit  to  the  braes  of  Doune,  where 
he  had  securely  traded  under  the  safe-conduct  of  the 
Laird  of  Buchanan.  He  also  set  an  example  to  Hal- 
beart,  by  devoutly  emptying  the  cup  *'  to  the  speedy 
downfall  of  Anti-Christ." 

Their  conviviality  was  scarce  ended,  ere  a  risins 
dust  was  seen  on  the  road  of  which  they  commanded 
(he  prospect,  and  a  half  a  score  of  horsemen  were 
dimly  descried  advancing  at  considerable  speed,  their 
casques  glancing,  and  the  points  of  their  ^eara 
twinkling,  as  they  caught  a  mimpse  of  the  sun. 

*'  'lliese,"  said  the  pedler,  ^*  must  be  the  outscour- 
ers  of  Murray's  party ;  let  us  lie  down  in  the  peat- 
hajz,  and  keep  ourselves  out  of  sight." 

*And  why  so?"  said  Halbert ;  'Met  ua  rather  go 
down  and  make  a  signal  to  them." 

"  Ood  forbid!"  replied  the  pedler;  "do  you  ken 
•o  iU  the  customs  of  our  Scottish  nation?  That 
plump  of  spears  that  are  spurring  on  so  fast  are 
doiibtleaa  commanded  by  some  wild  kinsman  of 
lioftoo,  ur  tome  such  danng  ftBtr-nothing  as  neither 


regards  God  ndr  man.  It  Is  their  boamesa  if  tttef 
meet  with  any  enemies,  to  pick  quarrels  ana  clear  die 
way  of  them ;  and  the  chief  knows  nothing  of  what 
happens,  coming  up  with  his  more  discreet  and  mo« 
derate  iriends,  it  may  be  a  full  mile  in  the  rear. 
Were  we  to  go  near  these  lads  of  the  laird's  beh,  your 
letter  would  do  you  little  good,'  and  my  pack  would 
do  me  muckle  black  ill;  they  would  tin  every  steek 
of  claithes  from  our  backs,  fling  us  into  a  moss-hag 
with  a  stone  at  our  heels,  naked  as  the  hour  that 
brought  us  into  this  cumbered  and  ainfbl  world,  and 
neither  Murray  nor  any  other  man  ever  the  wiser. 
But  if  he  did  come  to  ken  of  it,  what  might  he  hdp 
it  ?— it  would  be  accounted  a  mere  mistake,  and  there 
were  all  the  moan  made.  O  credit  me,  youth,  that 
when  men  draw  cold  steel  on  each  other  in  their 
native  country,  they  neither  can  nor  may  dwell  deeply 
on  the  offences  of  those  whose  swords  are  useful  to 
them." 

They  suffered,  therefore,  the  vanguard,  as  it  miglit 
be  termed,  of  the  Earl  of  Murray's  host  to  pass  loi^ 
ward ;  and  it  was  not  long  until  a  denser  cloud  of 
dust  began  to  arise  to  the  northward. 

*'  Now,"  said  the  pedler,  "  let  ua  hurry  down  the 
hill ;  for  to  tell  the  truth,"  said  he,  dragging  Halbert 
along  earnestly,  "  a  Scottish  noble's  march  is  like  a 
serpent— the  head  is  furnished  with  fangs,  and  the  tail 
hath  its  sting ;  the  only  harmless  point  of  acceea  ii 
the  main  body." 

**  I  will  hasten  as  fast  as  you,"  said  the  youth ; 
•*  but  tell  me  why  the  rearward  of  such  an  army 
should  be  as  dangerous  as  the  van  ?"  ' 

"  Because,  as  the  vanguard  consists  of  their  picked 
wild  desperates,  resolute  for  mischief,  such  as  neither 
fear  Gocf  nor  n^rd  their  fellow-creatures,  but  under- 
stand  themselves  bound  to  hurry  from  the  road  what- 
ever is  displeasing  to  themselves,  so  the  rear^guard 
consists  of  misproud  serving- men,  who,  being  in 
charge  of  the  baggage,  take  care  to  amend  by  their 
exactions  upon  tm veiling-merchants  and  others,  their 
own  thefts  on  their  master's  property.  You  will  hear 
the  advanced  er^fans  perdus,  as  the  French  call  them, 
and  BO  they  are  indeed,  namely,  children  of  the  fall, 
singing  unrlean  and  fulsome  bullods  of  sin  and  har 
lotrie.  And  then  will  come  on  the  middle-ward, 
when  rou  will  hear  the  canticles  and  psalms  sung  by 
the  reforming  nobles,  and  the  gentry,  and  honest  and 

f>ious  clergy,  by  whom  they  are  accompanied.  And 
ast  of  all,  you  will  find  in  the  rear  a  legend  of  god- 
less lackeys,  and  palfreniera^  and  horse-boys,  talking 
of  nothing  but  dicing,  drinkmg,  and  drabbing." 

As  the  pedler  spoke,  they  had  reached  the  side  of 
the  high-road,  and  Murray's  main  body  was  in  sight, 
consisting  of  about  three  hundred  horse,  marching 
with  great  regularity,  and  in  a  cloaely  compacted 
body.  Some  of  the  troopers  wore  the  liveries  of  their 
masters,  but  this  was  not  common.  Most  of  them 
were  dressed  in  such  colours  as  chance  dictated. 
But  the  majority,  being  clad  in  blue  cloth,  and  the 
whole  armed  with  cuirass  and  backplate,  with  sleeves 
of  mail,  gauntlets,  and  poldroons,  and  either  mailed 
hose  or  strong  jack-boots,  they  had  something  of 
a  uniform  appearance.  Many  of  the  leaders  wera 
clad  in  complete  armour,  and  all  in  a  certain  half- 
military  dress,  which  no  man  of  quality  in  those  dis- 
turbed times  ever  felt  himself  sufficiently  safe  to 
abandon. 

The  foremost  of  this  party  immediately  rode  up  to 
the  pedlar  and  to  Halbert  CHendinning,  and  demanded 
of  them  who  they  were.  The  pedler  told  his  story 
the  young  Glendinning  exhibited  his  letter,  which  « 
gentleman  carried  to  Murray.  In  an  instant  after, 
the  word  "  Halt !"  was  given  through  the  squadroiL 
and  at  once  the  onward  heavy  tramp,  which  seemed 
the  most  distinctive  attribute  of  the  body,  teaaed,  and 
was  hear  no  more.  The  command  was  announced 
that  the  troop  should  halt  here  for  an  hour  to  refresh 
themselves  and  their  horses.  The  pedlar  was  as- 
sured of  safe  protecUon,  and  accommodated  with  ih6 
use  of  a  bamige  horse.  But  ot  the  same  time  ht 
was  ordered  into  the  rear ;  a  command  which  he  re- 
luctantly obeyed,  and  not  n  ithout  wringing  patheti- 
cally the  hand  of  Halbert  aa  he  separated  from  him. 

Tne  young  heir  of  GlenJearg  wm  in  the  metv* 
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wbde  conducted  to  a  plot  of  grouBd  raors  niacd,  and 
therefore  drier  than  the  rest  of  the  moor.  Here  a  car- 
pet was  flung  on  the  ground  by  way  of  table-cloth,  and 
around  it  sat  the  leaders  of  the  party,  partaking  of 
fun  entertainment  as  coarse,  with  relation  to  tbeir 
rank,  as  that  which  Glendinmnghad  so  lately  shared. 
Murray  himself  rose  as  he  came  forward,  and  ad- 
Yanoed  a  step  to  meet  him. 

This  celebrated  person  had  in  his  appearance,  as 
well  as  in  bis  mind,  much  of  the  admirable  qualities 
of  James  V.,  his  father.  Had  not  the  stain  ^f  illegi- 
timacy rested  upon  bis  birth,  be  would  have  filled 
the  Scottish  throne  with  as  much  honour  as  any  of 
the  Stewart  race.  But  History,  while  she  acknow- 
ledges his  high  talents,  and  much  that  was  princely, 
may,  royal,  in  his  conduct,  cannot  forget  that  ambi- 
tion lea  him  farther  than  honour  or  loyalty  warranted. 
Brave  amongst  the  bravest,  fair  in  presence  and  in 
favour,  skilml  to  manage  the  most  intricate  affairs, 
to  attach  to  himself  those  who  were  doubtful,  to  stun 
and  overwhelm,  by  the  suddenness  and  intrepidity  of 
his  enterprises,  those  who  were  resolute  in  resistance, 
he  attained,  and  as  to  personal  merit  certainly  de- 
served, the  highest  place  in  the  kingdom.  But  he 
abused,  under  the  influence  of  strong  temptation,  the 
opportunities  which  his  sister  Mary's  misfortunes 
and  imprudence  threw  in  his  way;  he  supplanted  his 
sovereign  and  benefactress  in  her  power,  and  his  his- 
tory affords  us  one  of  those  mixed  characters,  in  which 
principle  was  so  often  sacrificed. to  policy,  that  we 
must  condemn  the  statesman  while  we  pity  and  re- 

fret  the  individual.  Many  events  in  his  life  gave 
kehhood  to  the  charge  that  he  himself  aimed  at  the 
erown;  and  it  is  too  true,  that  he  countenanced  the 
fatal  expedient  of  establishing  an  EngliBJi,  that  is 
a  foreign  and  a  hostile  interest,  in  the  councils  of 
Scotland.  But  his  death  may  be  received  as  an  atone- 
ment for  his  offences,  and  may  serve  to  show  how 
much  more  safe  is  the  person  of  a  real  patriot,  than 
that  of  a  mere  head  of  a  faction,  who  is  accounted 
answerable  for  the  offences  of  his  meanest  attendants. 

When  Murray  approached,  the  youn:;  rustic  was 
naturally  abashed  at  the  dignity  of  bis  presence. 
The  commanding  form,  and  the  countenance  to 
which  high  and  important  thoughts  .were  familiar, 
the  features  which  bore  the  resemblance  of  Scotland's 
long  line  of  kings,  were  well  calculated  to  impress 
awe  and  reverence.  His  dress  hud  little  to  distinguish 
him  from  the  high-born  nobles  and  barons  by  whom 
he  was  attended.  A  buff-coat,  richly  embroidered 
with  silken  lace,  supplied  the  place  oi  armour ;  and 
a  massive  gold  chain,  with  its  medal,  hung  round 
his  neck.  His  black  velvet  bonnet  was  decorated 
with  a  string  of  large  and  fair  pearls,  and  with  a 
•mall  tufted  leather:  a  long  heavy  sword  was  girt  to 
his  side,  as  the  familiar  companion  of  his  hand.  He 
wore  gilded  spurs  on  his  boots,  and  these  completed 
hie  equipment. 

"  This  letter,"  he  said,  "  is  from  the  godly  preacher 
of  the  word,  Henry  Warden,  voung  man  f  is  it  not 
Bo7"  Halbert  answered  in  tne  affirmative.  "And 
he  writes  to  us,  it  would  seem,  in  some  strait^  and 
isfers  us  to  you,  for  the  circumstances.  Let  us  know, 
I  pray  you,  bow  things  stand  with  him." 

In  some  perturbation  Halbert  Olendinning  gave 
an  account  of  the  circumstances  which  had  accom- 
panied the  preacher's  imprisonment.  When  he  came 
to  the  discussion  of  the  handfaating  engagement, 
he  was  struck  with  the  ominous  and  displeased  ex- 
pression of  Murray's  brows,  and,  contrary  to  all  pru- 
dential and  politic  rule,  seeing  somethinjg;  was  wrong, 
yet  not  well  aware  what  that  something  was,  had 
almost  stop(  short  in  his  narrative. 

"  What  ails  the  fooH"  said  the  Earl,  drawing  his 
a|aTk-red  eyebrows  together,  while  the  same  dusky 
glow  kindled  on  his  brow—*'  Hast  thou  not  learned 
to  tell  a  true  tale  without  stammering  1" 

'  So  please  yoti,"  answered  Halbert,  with  consi- 
durable  address,  "  I  have  never  before  spoken  in  such 
a  presence." 

'*  jSe  seems  a  modest  youth,"  said  Murray,  turning 
to  his  next  attendant,  "and  yet  one  who  m  a  good 
•ause  will  neither  fear  ifriend  nor  foe.  Speak  on,  fnend, 
^  apeak  &e«ly«" 


Halbert  then  gata  aa  aoooont  of  the  qnatrd  b< 

twixt  Julian  Avenel  and  fhe  preacher,  whidi  th 
Earl,  biting  his  lip  the  while,  compdled  himself  t 
listen  to  as  a  thing  of  indiffisrence.  At  first  he  av 
peered  even  to  take  the  part  of  the  Baron. 

"  Henrv  Warden,"  he  said,  "  is  too  hot  in  his  »eaj 
The  law  bpth  of  God  and  man  maketh  allowance  fo 
certain  alliances,  though  not  atrictly  formal,  and  th 
issue  of  such  may  succeed.'* 

This  ^leral  declaration  he  expressed,  %ccompaoy 
ins  it  with  a  glance  around  upon  the  few  follovi-«3i 
who  were  present  at  this  interview.  The  most  o 
them  answered—"  there  is  no  contravening  that;' 
but  one  or  two  looked  on  the  ground,  ^d  were  sileni 
Murray  then  turned  again  to  Gleiidinning,  oemmaiMi 
ing  him  to  say  what  next  chanced,  and^not  to  oiii  ii 
anjr  particular.  When  he  mentioned  the  manner  ji 
which  Julian  had  cast  from  him  his  concubine,  Mir< 
ray  drew  a  deep  breath,  set  his  teeth  hard,  and  Ix^d 
his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his  dagger.  Casting  his  eyq 
once  more  around  the  circle,  which  was  now  an^ 
men  ted  by  one  or  two  of  the  reformed  preachers,  ^ 
seemed  to  devour  his  rage  in  silence,  and  again  coa^ 
manded  Halbert  to  proceed.  When  he  came  to  ot- 
scribe  how  Warden  had  been  dragged  to  a  dun&r«-i, 
the  Eari  seemed  to  have  found  the  point  at  which  N 
might  give  vent  to  his  own  resentment,  secure  of  t^ 
sympathy  and  approbadon  of  all  who  were  presesi 
'  Judge  you,"  he  said,  looking  to  those  around  his* 
"judge  you,  my  peers,  and  noble  gentlemen  of  Sa-- 
land,  betwixt  me  and  this  Julian  Avenel— he  ha:j 
broken  his  own  word,  and  hath  violated  my  safe- 
conduct— and  judge  you  also,  my  reverend  breihrc*, 
he  hath  put  his  hand  forth  upon  a  preacher  of  tk 
gospel,  and  perchance  may  sell  his  blood  to  the  wen- 
shippers  of  Anti-Christ !" 

Let  him  die  the  death  of  a  traitor,"  eatd  the  seca- 
lar  chiefs,  "  and  let  his  tongue  be  struck  through  wiili 
the  hangman's  fiery  iron,^  to  avenge  his  perjury  !'* 

"  Let  nim  go  down  to  his  place  with  Baal's  priests" 
said  the  preachers,  "  and  be  bis  ashes  cast  into  To> 
phet !" 

Murray  heard  them  with  the  smile  of  expected 
revenge ;  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  brutal  treatment 
of  the  feraaiis  whose  circumstances  somewhat  resem- 
bled those  of  the  Earl's  own  mother,  had  its  share  io 
the  grim  Bmile  which  curled  his  sun-burnt  cheek  and 
his  hauj^hty  lip.  To  Halbert  Glendinning,  when  hii 
narrative  was  finished,  he  spoke  with  great  kindness. 

"  He  is  a  bold  and  callant  youth,"  said  he  to  thoM 
around,  "  and  formeo  of  the,  stuff  which  becomes  a 
bustUng  time.  .  There  are  periods  when  men's  spiriti 
shine  br?ively  through  them.  I  will  know  somethinj; 
more  of  him." 

He  questioned  him  more  particularly  conceraliu 
the  Baron  of  Avenel's  probable  for<|ps— the  strengia 
of  his  castle— the  dispositions  of  his  next  heir,  tai 
this  brought  necessanly  forward  the  sad  history  of 
his  brother's  daughter,  Mary  Avenel,  which  was  to^ 
with  an  embarrassment  that  did  not  racape  Mumf- 

"  Ha !  Julian  Avenel,"  he  said.  V  and  do  you  pro- 
voke my  resentment,  when  you  have  so  much  roan 
reason  to  deprecate  my  justice !  I  knew  Walter  Av^ 
nel,  a  true  Scotsman  and  a  good  soldier.  Our  sisur. 
the  Queen,  must  right  his  daughter ;  and  were  tur 
land  restored,  she  .would  be  a  fitting  bride  to  soon 
brave  man  who  may  better  merit  our  favour  than  tbi 
traitor  Julian."— Then  looking  at  Halbert,  he  sM 
"  Art  thou  of  gentle  blood,  young  man  T* 

Halbert  with  a  faltering  and  uncertain  voice,  begai 
to  speak  of  his  distant  pretensions  to  claim  a  drscenl 
from  the  ancient  Glendonwynes  of  Galloway,  wba 
Munay  interrupted  him  with  a  smile. 

"Nay— nay--leave  pedigrees  to  bards  and  heraUi 
In  our  days,  each  man  is  the  son  of  his  own  deeds. 
The  glonous  light  of  reformation  hath  ahone  alik 
on  prince  and  peasant:   and  peasant  as  wfll  h 

frince  may  be  Qlusirated  by  fighting  in  its  ^(ftx. 
t  is  a  stirring  world,  where  all  may  advance  ttc©; 
selves  who  have  stout  hearts  and  stronj*  arms.  Ta 
me  frankly  why  thou  hast  left  thy  father's  house. 

Halbert  Olendinning  made  a  frank  confession  « 
his  duel  with  Piercie  Shafton,  and  mentioned  ^ 
supposed  death. 


OkAip.'aXEVU 


THB  novAsmr: 


''Bf  my  iMnd,*'  Mid  Moray,  «*Uioa  art  a  bold 
q^rrow-hawk,  to  match  thaa  fo  early  with  auch  a 
kile  as  Piercie  Shaflon.  Queen  Elizabeth  would  give 
ker  glove  filled  with  gold  ciowna  to  know  that  med- 
dling coxcomb  to  be  under  the  aod.— Would  ahe  not, 
Morton  r* 

^*  Ay,  by  my  word,  and  esteem  her  glove  a  better 

S'ft  than  the  crowna,"  replied  Morton,  *'  which  few 
order  lada  like  thia  fellow  will  esteem  just  valua- 
tion." . 

"  But  what  shall  we  do  with  this  young  homicide  1" 
•aid  Murray;  "  what  will  our  preachers  say  7" 

"  Tell  tbem  of  Moses  and  of  Benaiah,"  said  Mor- 
ton ;  ''  it  is  but  the  smiting  of  an  Egyptian  when  all 
la  said  out" 

"Let  it  be  so,"  said  Murray,  laughing;  "but  we 
will  bury  the  tale,  as  the  prophet  did  the  bod^,  in  the 
•and.  I  will  lake  care  of  tliis  swankie.— Be  near  to 
us,  Glendinning,  since  that  is  thy  name.  We  retain 
thee  as  a  squire  of  our  household.  The  master  of  our 
horse  will  see  thee  fully  equipped  and  armed." 

During  the  expedition  which  ne  was  now  engaged 
in.  Murray  found  several  opportunities  of  putung 
Giendiiiniug's  courage  and  presence  of  mind  to  the 
%eat,  and  he  began  to  rise  eo  rapidlv  in  his  esteem, 
thtit  those  who  knew  the  Earl  coneiaered  the  youth's 
£6rtune  as  certain.  One  step  only  was  wanimg  to 
raise  him  to  a  atill  higher  degree  of  confideDce  and 
favour— it  was  the  abjuratian  of  the  Popish  rcUgioiu 
The  ministers  who  attended  upon  Murniy,  and  formed 
his  chief  support  amongst  the  people,  found  an  easy 
convert  in  Halbert  Glendinning,  who,  from  his 
earliest  days,  had  never  felt  much  devotion  towards 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  who  listened  eagerly  to  more 
reasonable  views  of  reli;jion.  By  thus  adopting  the 
faith  of  his  master,  he  rose  higher  in  his  favour,  and 
was  ooostanUy  about  his  person  during  his  prolonged 
stay  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  which  die  intractability 
of  those  whom  the  Earl  had  to  deal  with,  protracted 
from  day  to  day,  and  week  to  week. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Faint  the  din  of  battto  bray'd 

Dutant  down  the  bollow  wind ; 
War  and  toiror  fled  before, 

Wounds  and  deadi  were  left  behind  — Pknuobe. 

Ths  antumn  of  the  year  was  well  advanced,  when 
the  Earl  of  Morton,  one  morning,  rather  unexpeot- 
cdlv.  entered  the  ante-chamber  ofMurray,  in  which 
Halbi^rt  Glendinning  was  in  waiting. 

"  Call  your  master,  Halbert,"  said  the  Earl ;  "  I 
have  news  for  him  from  Teviotdale ;  and  for  vou  too. 
Glendinning.— News!  news!  my  Lord  of  Murray ! 
ho  exclaimed  at  the  door  of  the  EarPs  bed-room: 
^*  come  forth  instanUy."  The  Earl,  appeared,  and 
greeted  his  ally,  demanding  eagerly  his  tidings. 

"  I  have  had  a  sure  friend  with  mc  from  the  south," 
rrid  Morton ;  *'  he  has  been  at  Saint  Mary's  Monas- 
tery, and  brings  important  tidinga." 

"Of  what  complexion?"  said  Murray,  "and  can 
jon  trust  the  bearer  T' 

*'  He  is  faithful,  on  my  life,"  said  Morton ;  "I  wiah 
all  around  your  Lordship  may  prove  equally  so." 

**At  what,  and  whom,  do  you  point?"  demanded 
ilurray. 

**  Here  is  the  Egyptian  of  trusty  Halbert  Glendin- 
ning|  our  Southland  Moses,  come  alive  again,  and 
flourishing,  gay  and  blight  as  ever,  in  that  Teviot- 
dale Goshen,  the  Halidome  of  Kennaouhair." 

"What  mean  you,  my  lord!"  said  Murray. 

"Only  that  your  new  henchman  has  put  a  false 
tale  upon  yoiL  Piercie  Shafton  is  alive  and  well; 
by  the  same  token  that  the  gull  is  thought  to  be  de- 
tained there  by  love, to  a  miller's  dauffhter,  who 
foam-'d  the  country  with  him  in  disguise. 

"Glendinning,"  said  Murray,  bending  his  brow 
into  his  darkest  frown,  "thou  hast  not,  I  trust,  dared 
to  bring  me  a  lie  in  thy  mouth,  in  order  to  win  tfiy 
confidence !" 

"Mv  lord,*  said  Holbert,  **  I  am  incapable  of  a  lie. 
I  should  choke  on  one  were  iny  life  to  rt'ouire  that  I 
pronounced  it  I  say.  that  this  sword  of  my  father 
w«s  through  the  body— the  point  came  out  behind 


"said  Morton,  "  wouldst  thou  beanl 


his  back— the  hilt  praned  upon  fa»  brefest-bone.  And 
I  will  plunge  it  as  deep  in  the  body  of  anyone  wtw 
ahall  dare  to  charge  me  with  falsehood." 

"How,  fellow  rsa 
a  nobleman?" 

"  Be  silent,  Halbert,"  said  Murray,  "  and  you,  my 
Lord  of  Morton,  fiorbear  him.  1  see  truth  wntten  on 
his  brow." 

"  I  wish  the  inside  of  the  mannscript  may  corres- 
pond with  the  superscription,"  replied  his  more  sus- 
picious ally.  "  Look  to  it,  my  lord,  you  will  one  da? 
lose  your  life  by  too  much  confidence." 

"  And  you  will  lose  your  friends  by  being  too 
readilv  suspicious,"  answered  Murray.  "  Enough  ol 
this— let  me  hoar  thy  tidings." 

"  Sir.  John  Poster,"  said  Morton,  "  is  about  to  send 
a  party  into  Scotland  to  waste  the  Halidome." 

"  How  I  without  waiting  my  presence  and  permis- 
sion ?"  said  Murray—"  he  is  mad— will  he  come  at 
an  enemy  into  the  (Queen's  country?" 

"  He  nas  Elizabeth's  express  ordera,"  answered 
Morton,  "  and  they  are  not  to  be  trifled  with.  In- 
deed, his  march  has  been  more  than  once  projected 
and  laid  aside  during  the  lime  we  have  been  here,  and 
has  caused  much  alarm  at  Kennaquhair.  Itonifacoi 
the  old  Abbot,  hos  resigned,  sad  whom  thiidt  you 
they  have  chosen  in  his  place?" 

"  No  one,  surely,"  said  Murray  ;  "  they  would  pre- 
sume to  hold  no  election  until  the  Queen's  pleasurt 
and  mine  were  known?" 

Morton  shrugged  his  shoulders—"  Tliey  havechosen 
the  pupil  of  old  Cardinal  Beatoun,  that  wily  deter- 
mined champion  of  Rome,  the  bosom-friei.id  of  out 
busy  Primate  of  St.  Andrewa.  Eustace,  late  the 
Sub-Priar  of  Kennaquhair,  is  now  its  Abbot,  and| 
like  a  second  Pope  Jiuiua,  is  levying  men  and  making 
musters  to  fight  with  Foster  if  ne  comes  forward." 

"  We  must  prevent  that  meeting,"  said  Marray« 
hastily  ;  "  whichever  party  wins  the  day,  it  were  a 
faul  encounter  for  us— Who  commands  the  troop  oC 
the  Abbot?"  . 

"Our  faithful  old  friend,  Julian  Avenel.  nothing 
less,"  answered  Morton. 

"  Glendinning,"  said  Murray.  "  sound  trumpets  to 
horse  directly,  and  let  all  who  love  us^et  on  horse- 
back witliout  delay— Yes,  my  lord»  this  were  indeed 
a  fatal  dilemma.  If  we  uke  pan  with  our  English 
friends,  the  country  will  cry  shame  on  us— the  very 
old  wives  will  attack  na  with  their  rocks  and  spin- 
dles—the  very  stones  of  the  street  will  rise  np  against 
us— we  cannot  set  our  face  to  such  a  deed  of  ini'amy* 
And  my  sister,  whose  confidence  I  already  have  auch 
difficulty  in  preserving,  will  altogether  withdraw  it 
from  me.  Then,  were  we  to  orp-'?«n  tho  English 
Warden,  Elizabeth  would  fi.^ll  it  a  jr  -u-  um;^  »(  ticf 
enemies  and  what  inn,  ami  we  bIiqiM  luei'  Uvr" 

"The  she-dragon,"  smjj  MorujiK  /*«  ih«  btstcsrd 
in  our  pack  ;  ana  yei  I  would  not  WLlliii^lv  atmnd  stdl 
and  see  English  blndca  ctiT*e  Scots  llt^h— What 
say  you  to  loitering  hy  the  wfiy,  marrbmi;  fiiir  mvd 
easy  for  fear  of  spoil  iri;?  our  har*^  1  They  might 
then  fight  dog  fight  biiU,  fLrtU  Al^hot  fi^hi  arclier, 
and  no  one  could  uls me  u*  lor  what  chnm'.t'd  wta-n 
we  were  not  present." 

"  All  would  blame  us,  Jamea  Douglas,"  replied 
Murray;  "we  should  lose  both  sides- we  had  better 
advance  with  the  utmost  celerity,  and  do  what  ws 
can  to  keep  the  peace  betwixt  them.— I  would  ths 
nag  that  brought  Piercie  Shafton  hither  had  broken 
his  neck  over  the  highest  bench  in  NorthumberUnd  1 
— He  is  a  proper  coxcomb  to  make  all  this  bustle 
about,  and  to  occaaion  perhaps  a  national  war  1" 

"  Had  we  known  in  time,"  aaid  Douglas, "  we  might 
have  had  him  privily  waited  upon  a's  he  entered  tht 
Borders :  there  are  strapping  lads  enough  would  hav« 
rid  us  of  him  for  the  lucre  of  his  8pur-whang.«  Bui 
to  the  saddle,  James  Stewart,  since  so  the  plirass 
goes.  I  hear  your  trumpets  sound  to  horse  and  away— 
we  shall  soon  aee  which  nog  is  best  breathed." 

Followed  by  a  train  of  about  three  hundred  well* 

mounted  men-at-arms,  these  two  powerful  barons 

directed  their  course  to  Dumfries,  aiul  from  thenos 

eastward  to  Teviotdale,  marching  at  a  rate,  whidi. 

•  S/rur-iaAaivHaiMrksUMr 
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M  Morton  had  foretold,  soon  disabled  a  good  many 
of  their  horses,  so  that  when  they  approached  the 
scene  of  exp«?cted  action,  there  were  not  above  two 
hundred  of  their  train  remaining  in  a  bodv,  and  of 
these  mo^t  were  mounted  on  steeds  which  had  been 
Borplyjailtd. 

They  had  hitherto  been  amused  and  agitated  by 
various  nporis  cunceming  the  advanco  of  the  Eng- 


not  above  five  or  six  of  his  foUowers  could  keep  np 
with  him.  At  length  he  peached  a  little  hill,  at  ihia 
descent  of  which,  surrounded  by  a  semicircular  iweip 
of  a  small  stream,  lay  the  plain  which  had  been  tM 
scene  of  the  skirmish. 

It  was  a  melancholy  spectacle.  War  and  terror,  to 
use  the  expression  ol  the  poet,  had  rushed  on  to  tbt 
field,  and  left  only  wounds  and  death  behind  them. 


lish  soldier**,  and  the  degree  of  resistance  which  the  ,  The  battle  had  been  stoutly  contested,  as  was  almost 
Abbot  was  able  to  oppose  to  ihem.  But  wh«?n  they  alwiiy?*  the  case  with  these  Border  slurmishtrs,  where 
were  six  or  srven  niiletf  from  Saint  Mary's  of  Kenna-    ancient  hatred,  and  nuitual  injuries,  made  men  stub- 

Suhair,  a  gentleman  of  the  country,  whom  ISIurray  '  born  in  maintaining  the  cause  of  their  conflict.  Tih 
ad  suinnioncd  to  attend  him,  and  on  whose.'  intelli-  j  wards  (he  middle  of  the  plain,  there  lay  the  bodies 
geucc  lie  kricw  he  could  rely,  arrived  at  the  head  of  |  of  sevtTal  mm  who  had  fallen  in  the  %'cry  act  uf 
two  or  iiiir*;  s-rvants,  "bloo.ly  wiih  spurring,  tirry  grappling  with  the  enemy ;  and  there  were  setucotia- 
red  with  hasto."  According  to  his  report.  Sir  John  .  tiMiances  which  still  bore  the  stem  exprivsion  of  iia- 
Fuster,  al'tiT  Kevernl  times  announcing,  and  as  often  j  extin^uishablehaie  and  defiance,  hands  which  clasped 
delaying,  ius  intendetl  incursion,  had  at  Inst  h>.-en  so  ■  the  hilt  of  the  brokm  falchion,  or  strove  m  vain  to 
stuns;  with  ihp  news  that  Piercie  Slmfton  was  openly  '  pluck  the  deadly  arrow  from  the  wound.  Some  weic 
residing  within  the  Haiidonic,  that  he  dett.rmined  to  j  v.ounded,  and,  cowed  of  the  courage  the>'  had  lately 
execute  the  commands  of  his  mistrosii,  which  directed  I  hIiowii.  wiire  beg'.ring  aid,  and  craving  water,  in  a 
him,  at  every  risk,  to  make  himself  master  of  the    tone  of*  melancholy  depression,  whde  others  ined  to 


Kupnuist*s  person.  The  Abbot's  unceasing  exertions 
had  collected  a  lH>dy  of  men  almost  equal  m  number 
to  those  of  the  English  Warden,  but  less  practised  in 
arms.  Thov  were  united  under  the  command  of  Julian 
Avenel,  and  it  was  apprehended  ihvy  would  join  battle 
upon  the  banks  of  a  small  stream  which  forms  the 
verae  of  the  Halidome. 

Who  knows  the  place?"  said  Murray. 

*'l  do,  my  lord,"  answered  Glendinning. 

*"Tis  well,"  said  the  Earl;  "take  a  score  of  the 
best-mounted  horse— make  what  haste  thou  canst, 
and  announce  to  them  that  I  am  cominf^  up  instantly 
with  a  strong  power,  and  will  cut  to  purees,  without 
mercy,  whirnever  party  strikes  the  first  blow.— 
Davidson,"  said  he  to  the  gentleman  who  brought 
the  in  tell  licence,  "thou  shah  be  my  guide. -Hie  thee 


teach  the  faltering  tongue  to  pronounce  some  half- 
forgotten  priu'er,  which,  even  when  first  learned,  thef 
had  but  half^ understood.  lialbert,  uncertain  what 
coursi^  he  was  next  to  pursue,  rude  through  the  pli Ji 
to  see  if,  among  the  dead  or  wounded,  he  could  dis- 
cover any  traces  of  his  brother  Edward.  He  exp^ 
rienced  no  interruption  from  the  English.  A  distant 
cloud  of  dust  announced  that  they  were  still  pursuing 
(he  scattered  fumtives,  and  he  guessed,  th.it  to  ap- 
proach (hem  with  his  followers,  until  they  wereajnia 
under  some  command,  would  be  to  throw  away  his 
own  life,  and  that  of  his  men,  whom  the  victors 
woiilii  instantlv  confound  uith  the  Scots,  against 
whom  they  baa  been  successful.  He  resolved,  thpie* 
fore,  i«5  pause  until  Murray  came  up  with  his  forces, 
to  which  he  was  the  more  readilv  moved,  asheheanl 


..- , ,     jemv.  ,  _       .  

on,  Glendinning— Say  to  Foster,  I  conjure  him,  as  the  trumpets  of  (he  English  Warden  sounding  iM 
he  respects  his  Mistress's  service,  that  he  will  leave  retreat,  and  recalling  from  the  pursuit.  He  drewhii 
the  matter  in  my  hand^  Say  to  the  Abbot.  I  will  I  men  totiether,  and  made  a  stand  in  an  advantagt^Mi! 
burn  the  Monastery  over  his  head,  if  he  strikes  a  spot  of  ground,  which  had  l>eeuoccupie«i  by  the  iSovitt 
stroke  till  I  come— Tell  the  dog,  Julian  Avenel,  (hat  j  in  the  U  ginning  of  the  action,  and  most  lierct-ly  ill*- 
he  hath  already  one  detp  score  to  settle  with  me— I  '  puted  while  the  skirmish  lasted. 


will  set  his  head  on  the  top  of  the  highest  pinnacle 
of  Saint  Mary's,  if  he  presume  to  open  another. 
Make  ha-te,  and  spare  not  the  spur  for  fear  of  spoil- 
ing horse-flesh." 

Y'our  bidding  shall  be  obeyed,  my  lord,"  said 
Glendinning ;  and  choosing  those  whose  horses  were 
in  best  pliG:ht  to  be  his  attendants,  he  went  off  as  fust 
as  the  jadeti  state  of  their  cavalry  permitted.  Hill  and 
hollow  vanished  from  under  the  feet  of  the  chargers. 
They  had  not  ridden  above  half  the  way,  when  they 
met  stragglers  coming  off  from  the  field,  whose  ap- 
pearance announced  ihat  the  conflict  was  begun. 
Two  supported  in  their  arms  a  third,  their  elder 


While  he  stood  hen%  Halbert's  ear  was  assailed  by 
the  ftehic  moan  of  a  woman,  which  he  had  not  ex- 
peeted  to  hear  amid  that  scenc^  until  the  rcirvat  uf 
the  foes  hail  permitted  the  relations  of  the  slain  u 
approach,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  them  tlie  last  du- 
(ie.«(.  He  looked  with  anxieiy,  and  at  length  obsencd, 
that  by  the  body  of  a  knight  in  bright  armour,  whose 
crest,  though  soiled  and  broken,  still  ahowc^i  the 
marks  of  rank  and  birth,  there  sat  a  female,  wrapt  m 
a  horseman's  cloak,  and  holding  something  prrned 
against  her  bosom,  which  he  soon  discoverM  to  be  a 
child.  He  glanced  towards  the  English.  They  aii- 
vanccd  not,  and  the  continued  and  prolonged  sound 
brother,  who  was  pierced  with  an  arrow  through  the   of  their  tnimpets^  with  the  shouts  or  the  leaders.  aO' 


nounced  that  their  powers  would  not  be  inauntly  re- 
aiBsemliled.  He  had,  therefore,  a  moment  to  look  after 
this  unfortunate  woman.  He  gave  his  horse  to  a 
spearman  as  he  dismounted,  and  approaching  the  un- 
happy female,  asked  her,  in  the  most  soothing  tone 
he  could  assume,  whether  he  could  assist  her  in  hn 
distress.  The  mourner  made  him  do  direct  answer; 
butendeavourins.with  atremblingand  unskilful  band, 
to  undo  the  springs  of  the  visor  and  gon^t,  said,  ini 
toneof  impatient  grief,  "O,  he  would  recover  instanthr 


body.  Halbert,  who  knew  them  to  belong  to  the  ' 
Huhdome,  called  them  by  (heir  names,  and  questioned 
them  of  the  state  of  the  affray ;  but  just  then,  in  spite 
of  their  efforts  to  retain  him  in  the  saddle,  their  bro- 
ther dropped  from  the  horse,  and  (hev  dismounted  in 
haste  to  receive  his  last  breath.  From  men  (bus 
Higagcd,  no  information  was  to  be  obtained.  Glen- 
dinning, therefore,  pushed  on  with  his  little  troop, 
the  more  anxiously  as  he  perceived  other  stragglers. 

bearing  St.  Andrew's  cross  upon  their  caps  and    .w....w ».- r.-— 1    .-» • ,-...  .*^v,«  «.-.—  -. 

corslets,  flying  apparently  from  (he  field  of  battle.  :  could  1  hut  crive  him  air— land  and  living,  life  and 
Most  of  these,  when  they  were  aware  of  a  body  of  •  honour,  would  I  give  for  the  power  of  unaoins  ih«a 
horsemen  approaching  on  the  road,  held  to  the  one  !  cniel  iron  platings  that  suffocate  him  !'*  Ife  tii^: 
hand  or  the  other,  at  such  a  distance  as  precluded  ,  would  soothe  sorrow  must  not  argue  on  the  vanity  d 
coming  to  speech  of  them.  Others,  whose  fear  was  !  the  most  deceitful  hones.  The  body  lay  as  that  of  ok 
more  intense,  kept  the  onward  road,  gallopinu;  wildly  as  j  whose  last  draught  of  vital  air  had  been  drawn,  and 
last  as  (heir  horses  could  carry  thciii,  and  when  ques-  i  who  must  never  moro  have  concern  with  the  oetba 
tioned,  only  glared  without  reply  on  (hose  who  spoke  '  sky.  But  Hall)ert  Glendinning  failed  nut  to  raise  the 
to  them,  and  rr>de  on  without 'drawing  bridle.  Se- 1  visor  and  cast  loose  the  gorget,  when,  to  his  great  tiir- 
veral  of  these  wen*  also  known  to  Halbert,  who  had  ■  j>rise.  hi*  reco-^nised  the  pale  fwe  of  Juhan  .Avew^- 
thtri-hn.'  no  titmbt,  from  the  oircuni«»tttnct s  in  whiiHi  Hi^  Inst  ti:rht  wtij*  over;  the  fieri'e  and  turbid  S>:''> 
he  met  thi'in,  that  the  men  of  the  Halidoino  were  iW-  <  l\a<i  dcoarted  in  the  strife  in  which  it  had  so  lon^  lie 
fentvd.    Ho  Imcaine  now  un«pf.aka\»\y  anxiovs  eot\-  \ VvAww. 

otmmff  thn  fate  of  his  bn)ther,  w\io.  Vie  o.m\A  no\\    ''  \\^%\  Vt  \%  y^wv^sj'  »\\>^^i^«tv,«5«akinR!otw 
ihubi    miiat  have  been  entailed  iti  the  afuay.    He,  \VO\\t\v^^ovwxTv,\^v»\vwjv\yj,V*^Xiw 
thenUon.  incrcuaed  the  Bpcod  of  hw  hoT«,  m  \VMA\^iw^ti\w5\\«xa^«pw  v.^^'^^wo*. 
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^^^  O,  no,  Ba  no  f*  fehe  leileviled,  "4o  not  mjBo— 
ifl  not  oottd— he  is  but  in  a  awoou.  I  havo  lain  as 
ig  in  one  myself— and  then  his  voice  would  rouse 


do  but  counterfeit  to  fri^ten  me,  but  I  am  not  fright- 
enecL"  she  added,  wtth  an  hysterical  attempt  to 
MUjiSn:  and  then  mstantly  changing  her  tone,  en- 
treated kim  to  "  speak,  were  it  but  to  curse  my  folly. 
O,  che  rudest  word  you  ever  said  to  me  would  now 
flound  like  the  dearest  you  wasted  on  me  before  I 
Averou  alL  Lift  him  up,*' she  said,  **  lift  him  up, 
lu»r  .God's  sakel— have  you  no  compassion  1  He 
promised  to  wed  me  if  I  bore  him  a  bOy.  and  this 
child  is  so  like  to  its  father!— How  shall  be  keep 
Jns  word,  if  you  do  not  help  me  to  awaken  him  ?— 
Christie  of  the  Clinthill,  Rowley,  Hutcheon !  ve  were 
constant  at  his  (east,  but  ye  fled  from  him  at  the  fray, 
'lalae  villains  as  ye  are !" 

**  Not  I.  by  Heaven !"  said  a  dying  man,  who  made 
«oiBe  shirt  to  raise  himself  on  his  elbow,  and  disco- 
vered to  Halbert  the  well-known  features  of  Christie ; 
"  I  fled  not  a  foot|  and  a  man  can  but  fight  while  his 


_L  better  cap  to  live  in  than  die  in.  I  would  chance 
httd  sent  thy  brother  here  mstead— there  was  good  in 
lum— but  thou  art  as  wild,  and  wilt  soon  be  as  wick- 
ed as*myself." 

**  God  forbid  I"  said  Halbert.  hastily. 
*'  Marry,  and  amen,  with  all  my  heart,"  said  the 
ipvounded  man,  "  there  will  be  company  enow  with- 
out thee  where  I  am  going.  But  God  be  praised  I 
had  no  hand  in  that  wickedness,*'  said  he^  lookin/< 
to  poor  Catherine :  and  with  some  exclamation  in  his 
mooth,  that  sounded  betwixt  a  (Mrayer  and  a  curse, 
the  soul  of  Christie  of  the  Clinthill  took  wing  to  the 
last  account. 

Deeply  wrapt  in  the  painful  interest  which  these 
shocking  events  had  excited,  Glendinning  forgot  for 
a  moment  his  own  situation  and  duties,  an^  was  first 
recalled  to  them  by  a  trampling  of  horse^ndthe  cry 
of  Saint  Greorge  for  England,  which  the  English  sol- 
diers still  continued  to  use.  His  handful  ot  men,  for 
most  of  the  stragglers  had  waited  for  Murray's  coming 
Mp,  remained  on  horseback,  holding  their  lances  up- 
riKnt,  having  no  command  either  to  submit  or  resist. 
^*  There  stands  our  Captain,"  said  one  of  them,  as 
a  strong  party  of  English  came  up,  the  vanguard  of 
Foster's  troop. 

"  Tour  Captain !  with  his  sword  sheathed,  and  on 
foot  in  the  presence  of  his  enem v  7  a  raw  soldier,  I 
warrant  him,"  said  the  English  leader.  "  So !  ho ! 
young  roan,  is  your  dream  out,  and  will  you  now 
answer  me  if  you  will  fight  or  fiyT' 

*' Neither,',  answered  Halbert  Glendinning,  with 
great  tranouillity. 

**  Then  throw  down  thy  sword  and  yield  thee," 
answered  the  Englishman. 

"  Not  till  I  can  help  myself  no  otherwise,"  said  Hal- 
bert. with  the  samjs  moderation  of  tone  and  manner. 
**  Art  thou  for  thine  own  hand,  friend,  or  to  whom 
dost  thou  owe  service?"   demanded  the  English 
Captain. 
*'  To  the  noble  Earl  of  Murray." 
**  Then  thou  servest,"  said  the  Southron,  "  the 
Biost  disloyal  nobleman  who  breathes— false  both  to 
England  and  Scotland." 

*^Thou  liest  1"  said  Glendinning,  regardless  of  all 
eonsequences. 

"Ha!  art  thou  so  hot  now,  and  wert  so  oold  but 
a  minute  since?  I  lie,  do  II  Wilt  thou  do  battle 
with  me  on  that  quarrel  ?" 

"With  one  to  one— one  to  two— or  two  to  five,  as 
you  list,"  said  Halbert  Glendinning;  "grant  me  but 
a  fair  field." 

''That  then  shalt  have.— Stand  back,  my  mates," 
aaid  the  brave  Englishman.  "If  I  fall,  give  him 
lair  play,  and  let  him  go  on  firee  with  his  people." 

"Long  life  to  the  noble  Captain!"  cried  the  sol- 
.  dierS}  as  impatient  to  see  the  duel  as  if  it  had  bsaa  a 
^uU-btiting. 


"He  will  have  a  abort  lift  of  it^  tkoi^"  aaid  the 
sergeant,  "if  he,  an  old  man  of  aizty,  is  to  fight  for 
any  reason,  or  for  no  reason,  with  every  man  he 

SeetSi  and  especially,  the  young  fellows  he  might  be 
ther  tOw— And  Here  comes  the  Warden  besides,  to 
see  the  sword-play." 

In  fact,  Sir  John  Foster  came  up  with  a  considera- 
ble body  of  his  horsemen,  just  as  his  Captain,  whose 
age  rendered  him  uneauiil  to  the  combat  with  so 
strong  and  active  a  youtn  as  Glendinningi  was  depri- 
ved of  his  sword. 

"  Take  it  up  for  sham&  old  Stawarth  Boston,"  said 
the  "English  Warden;  and  thou,  young  man,  tell 
me  who  and  what  thou  art?" 

"A  follower  of  the  Karl  of  Murray,  who  bore  las 
will  to  your  honour,"  answered  Glendinning,—"  but 
here  he  comes  to  say  it  himself,  I  see  the  van  of  bis 
horsemen  come  over  the  hills." 

"  Get  into  order,  my  masters,"  said  Sir  John  Foster 
to  his  followers;  "you  that  have  broken  your  spears, 
draw  your  swords.  We^are  something  unprovided 
for  a  second  field,  but  if  yonder  dark  cloud  on  the 
hilUedge  bring  us  foul  weather, .  we  must  bear  as 
bravely  as  our  broken  cloaks  will  bide  it  Mean- 
while, Stawarth,  w&have  got  the  deer  wo  have  hunted 
for— here  is  Piercie  Shafton  hard  and  fast  betwixt 
two  troopers." 

"Who,  that  ladT'  said  Bolton;  "he  is  no  more 
Piercie  Shafton  than  I  am.  He  hath  his  gay  cloak 
indeed— but  Piercie  Shafton  is  a  round  dozen  of  years 
older  than  that  slip  of  roguerv.  I  have  known  him 
since  he  was  thus  high.  Did  you  never  see  him  in 
the  tilt-yard  or  m  the  presence  T' 

"To  the  devil  with  such  vanities!"  said  Sir  John 
Foster;  "when  had  1  leisure  for  them  or  any  thii\g 
else  ?  During  my  whole  life  has  she  kept  me  to  this 
hangman's  omce,  chasing  thieves  one  day  and  trai- 
tors another,  in  daily  fear  of  my  life :  the  lance  never 
hung  up  in  the  hall,  the  foot  never  out  of  the  stirrup, 
the  saddles  never  off  my  na^  backs;  and  now, 
because  I  have  been  mistaken  m  the  person  of  a  man^ 
I  never  saw,  I  warrant  me,  the  next  letters  from  the 
Privy  Council  will  rate  me  as  I  were  a  dog— a  man 
were  better  dead  than  thus  slaved  and  harassed." 

A  trumpet  interrupted  Foster's  complaints,  and  a 
Scottish  pursuivant  who  attended,  declared,  "  that 
the  noble  Earl  of  Murray  desired,  in  all  honour  and 
safety,  a  personal  conference  with  Sir  John  Foster^ 
midway  between  their  parties,  with  six  of  company 
in  each,  and  ten  free  minutes  to  come  and  go." 

"  And  now,"  said  the  EngUshman,  "  comes  an- 
other plague.  I  most  go  saeak  with  yonder  false 
Scot,  and  ne  knows  how  to  frame  his  devices  locast 
dust  in  the  eyes  of  a  plain  man,  as  well  as  ever  a 
knave  in  the  north.  I  am  no  match  for  him  in  words, 
and  for  hard  blows  we  are  but  too  ill  provided.— 
Pursuivant,  we  grant  the  conference— and  you^  Sir 
Swordsman,"  (speaking  to  young  Glendinnmg,) 
"  draw  oflT  with  your  tco<q>er8  to  your  own  party— 
march— attend  your  Earl's  trumpet.— Stawaru  Bol- 
ton, f 
wan 
rouro 

jre.'^ 

Notwithstanding  this  peremptory  order,  Halbert 
Glendinning  could  not  help  stopping  to  cast  a  k>ok 
upon  the  unfortunate  Catherine,  who  lay  insensible 
01  the  danger  and  of  the  trampling  of  so  many  horaeo 
around  her,  insensible,  as  the  second  glance  assured 
him,  of  all  and  for  ever.  Glendinning  almost  rejoiced 
when  he  saw  that  the  last  misery  of  life  was  over,  and 
that  the  hoofs  of  the  war-horses,  amongst  which  ne 
was  compelled  to  leave  her,  could  only  injure  anddefece 
a  senseless  corpse.  He  caught  the  iniant  from  her 
arms,  half  ashamed  of  the  shout  of  laughter  which 
rose  on  a|l  sides,  at  seeing  an  ermed  man  in  such  a 
sittfation  assume  such  an  unwonted  and  inconve- 
nient buidaa. 

"  Shoulder  your  infant  f  cried  a  harqu^usier. 

"  Port  your  infant !"  said  a  pikenuin. 

**  Peace,  ye  brutes,"  said  Stawarth  B«)lton,  "  and 
Tospeet  humanity  in  others,  if  you  have  none  your- 
at>  es.  I  pardon  the  lad  having  done  some  disoretfit 
to  aqr  ftay  hiiii^  whan  I  Mf  bun  take  oaie  of  tJm 
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helpless  creature,  which  )'e  would  have  trampled  !  as  you  do,  should  not  know  that,  if  you  hope  any 
upon  as  if  ye  had  been  littered  of  bitch-wolvcs,  not  {  thing  from  her,  it  muBt  be  fordoing  heruacful  serrice, 
born  of  women."  ,     I  not  for  involvm?;  her  in  quarrels  wifh  her  neigh- 

While  this  passed,  the  leaders  on.  either  side  met  in ',  boura  without  any  advantage.  Sir  Knight,  I  will 
the  neutral  space  betwixt  the  forces  of  cither,  and  the  ;  ^peuk  frankly  what  I  know  to  be  tnie.  Had  yoo 
Earl  acrostcd   the  Knglish  Warden :  **  Is  this  fair  or    seized  the  true  Piercie  Shafton  by  this  ill-advised 


honest  usa^e,  Sir  John,  or  for  whom  do  you  hold  the 
Karl  of  Morton  and  myself,  that  you  ride  in  Scot- 
land with  arrayed  banner,  fight,  slay,  and  make  pri- 
soners at  your  own  pleasure  7  Is  it  well  done,  think 
you,  to  spoil  our  land  and  shed  our  blood,  after  the 
many  proofs  we  have  given  to  your  mistress  of  our 


inroad;  and  had  your  deed  threatened,  as  most  lilcdjr 
it  might,  a  breach  betwixt  the  countries,  your  politic 
Princess  and  her  politic  council  would  rather  bars 
disgraced  Sir  John  Foster  than  entered  into  war  in 
his  behalf.  But  now  that  you  have  stricken  short  uf 
your  aim,  you  may  rely  on  it  you  will  have  Utrle  thaoki 


devotion  due  to  her  wUi,  saving  always  the  allegi-  ■  for  carrying  the  matter  farther.    I  will  work  thus  fir 
ance  due  to  our  own  sovereign."  on  the  Earl  of  Murray,  that  he  will  undertake  to  dw- 

"  My  Lord  of  Murray,"  answered  Foster,  "all  the    miss  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  from  the  realm  of  Scotland. 


world  knows  you  to  be  a  man  of  quick  ingine  and 
deep  wisdom,  and  these  several  weeks  have  you  held 
me  in  hand  with  promising  to  arrest  my  povereign 
mistress's  rebel,  this  Piercie  Shafton  of  Wilverton, 
and  you  have  never  kept  your  word,  alleging  turmoils 
in  the  west,  and  I  wot  not  what  other  causes  of  hin- 
dcrance.  Now,  since  he  has  had  the  insolence  to 
return  hither,  and  live  openly  within  ten  miles  of  Eng- 
land, I  ci)uld  no  longer,  in  plain  duty  to  my  mistress 
and  queen,  tarry  up-m  your  successive  delays,  and 
therefore  I  have  usetl  her  force  to  take  her  rebel,  by 
ihe  stronjg  hand,  wherever  I  can  find  him."  ' 

"And  18  Piercie  Shafton  in  your  hands,  then?" 
said  the  Earl  of  Murray.  "  Be  aware  that  I  may  not, 
without  my  own  great  shame,  suffer  you  to  remove 
him  hence  without  doing  battle."- 

"Will  you,  Lord  Earl,  after  all  the  advantages  you 
have  reoeiveci  at  the  hands  of  the  Queen  of  England, 
do  battle  in  the  gausc  of  her  rebel  1"  said  Sir  John 
Foster. 

••  x\ot  so.  Sir  John,"  answered  the  Earl,  "  but  I 
will  fight  to  the  death  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
our  free  kingdom  of  Scotland." 

"  By  my  faiih,"  said  Sir  John  Foster,  "  I  am  well 
content— my  sword  is  not  blunted  with  all  it  has 
done  yet  this  day." 

"  By  my  honour.  Sir  John,"  said  Sir  George  Heron 
of  Cliipchase,  "there  is  but  little  reason  we  should 
ficihl  these  Scottish  Lords  e'en  now,  for  I  hold  opi- 
nion with  old  Siawarth  Ik>lton,  and  believe  yonder 
Srigoucr  to  be  no  more  Piercie  Shafton  than  he  m*  the 
M  of  Northumberland;  and  you  were  but  ill  ad- 
vised to  break  the  peace  betwixt  the  countries  for 
a  prisoner  of  less  consequence  than  that  gay  mischief- 
maker." 

"  Sir  Gwrge,"  replied  Foster,  "  I  have  often  heard 
you  herons  are  afraid  of  hawks— Nay,  hiy  not  hand 
on  sword,  nian~I  did  hut  ledt;  nnd  for  this  prisoner, 
let  him  be  brought  up  hither,  that  we  may  see  who 
or  what  he  is— always  under  assurance,  my  Lords," 
he  continued,  addressing  the  Scots. 

"Upon  our  word  and  honour,"  said  Morton,  "we 
will  oiler  no  violence." 

The  laugh  turned  against  Sir  John  Foster  consi- 
derably, when  the  prisoner,  being  brought  up,  provi'd 
not  only  a  different  person  from  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
but  n  female  in  man  s  attire. 

*'  Plu(*k  the  mantle  from  the  quean's  face,  and  cast 
her  to  the  horse  hoys,"  said  Foster;  "she  has  kept 
such  company  ere  now,  I  warrant." 

Even  Murray  was  moved  to  laughter,  no  common 
thing  with  him,  at  the  disappointment  of  the  English 
Warden;  but  he  would  not  permit  any  violence  to 
be  offered  to  the  fair  Molinara,  who  had  thus  a  se- 
cond time  rescued  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  at  her  own 
personal  risk. 

"  Vou  have  already  done  more  mischief  than  you 
can  well  answer,"  said  the  Earl  to  the  English  War- 
den, "  and  it  were  dishonour  to  me  should  I  permit 
yuu  to  harm  a  hair  of  this  young  woman's  head." 

"  My  lonl,"  said  Morton,  "  if  Sir  John  will  ride 

apart  with  me  but  for  one  moment,  I  will  show  him 

such  reasons  as  shall  make  him  content  to  depart, 

and  to  refer  this  unhappy  day's  work  to  the  judgment 

of  the  CommiBaioners  nominated  to  try  onuwcea  on 

the  Border.** 


—Be  well  advised,  and  let  the  matter  now  pan  off- 
you  will  gain  nothing  by  farther  violence,  for  if  w« 
fight,  you,  as  the  fewer  and  the  weaker  through  yoor 
former  actitm,  will  needs  have  the  worse." 

Sir  John  Foster  listened  with  his  head  decliningoa 
his  breastplate. 

"  It  is  a  cursed  chance,"  he  said,  "and  I  shall  hire 
little  thanks  for  my  day's  work." 

He  then  rode  up  to  Murray,  and  said,  that  in  ieSt- 
rence  to  his  Lordship's  presence  and  that  of  mr  Lord 
of  Morton,  he  had  come  to  the  resolution  of^w;th- 
drawinc  himself,  with  his  power,  without  farthcf 
proceedings. 

"Stop  there.  Sir  John  Foster,"  said  Murrav,  "I 
cannot  permit  you  to  retire  in  safetv,  unless  youleaxe 
some  one  who  may  be  surety  to  {Scotland,  that  the 
injuries  you  have  at  i.iresent  done  us  may  be  fdlj 
accounted  for— you  will  reflect,  that  by  permitting 
your  retr^'at,  I  becrome  accountable  to  my  sovertijm. 
who  will  demand  a  reckoning  of  me  for  the  blood ct 
her  subjects,  if  I  suffer  those  who  shed  it  to  depart 
so  easily." 

"  It  shall  never  be  told  in  England,"  said  iIk 
Warden,  "  that  John  Foster  gave  pledges  like  a  ntV 
dued  man,  and  that  on  the  ver)'  field  on  which  iie 
stands  victorious.— But,"  he  added,  after  n  momeni'i 
paiiw,  "  if  Stawarth  Bolton  wills  to  abide  with  rai 
on  his  own  free  choice,  I  will  say  nothing  against  !t; 
and,  as  I  bethink  me,  it  were  belter  he  should  stay  to 
see  the  dismissal  of  this  same  Piercie  Shafton." 

"  I  receive  him  as  your  hostage,  nevertheless,  airf 
?ihall  treat  him  as  such,"  said  the  Earl  of  Murrav.  But 
poster,  turning  away  as  if  to  give  directions  to  feolion 
and  his  nun,  aficctnl  not  to  hear  this  observation. 

"There  rides*  a  faithful  servant  of  his  ni.»»t  biau!.- 
ful  and  Sovereign  Lady,"  said  Murray  as^de  toMor^^n. 
"  Happy  man !  he  knows  not  whether  the  exccutLLr: 
of  her  commands  may  not  cost  him  his  head;  atc 
yet  he  is  most  certain  iliat  to  leave  them  unexecutfd 
will  bring  disgrace  and  death  without  reprieve.  Har'T 
are  they  who  are  not  onlv  subjected  to  the  caprirrtiif 
Datne  t'ortune,  but  heldl>ound  to  account  and  be  re 
sponsible  for  them,  and  that  to  a  sovereign  as  moucv 
and  fickle  as  her  humorous  ladyship  hersi'lf !" 

"  We  also  have  a  female  sovereign,  my  lord,"  sin 
Morton. 

"  Wo  have  so,  Douglas,"  aaid  the  F^rl.  with  a  (Q- 
pressed  sigh ;  ''  but  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  loDst 
female  hand  can  hold  the  reins  of  power  in  a  WLti 
^0  wild  as  ours.  We  will  now  go  on  to  Saint  Miiy"*- 
and  see  ourselves  after  the  state  of  that  Homt- 
Glendinning,  look  to  that  woman,  and  protect  her  ~ 
What  the  fiend,  man,  hast  thou  got  in  tnino  annf  ?- 
an  infant,  as  I  live!— where  couidst  thou  find  wcfai 
charge,  at  such  a  place  and  moment?" 

Halbert  Glendinning  briefly  told  the  story.  Tx 
Earl  rode  forward  to  the  place  where  the  bodv  of  Jc* 
lian  Avenel  lay^  with  his  unhappy  companion^iinDi 
wrapt  around  him,  like  the  trunk  of  an  uprtx>ted  oak 
borne  down  by  the  tempest  with  all  its  ivy  garlaiulii 
Both  were  cold  dead.  Murray  was  touched  m  an  on- 
wonted  degree,  remembering,  perhaps,  his  own  butk. 
'•  What  have  they  to  answer  lor,  Dotiglas,"  he  Mii 
"  who  thus  abuse  the  sweetest  gifts  otafiection  f 
\    TVvc^  Vxx\  of  Morton,  unhappy  in  his  marriage,  vu 

\\ 


iie  then  led  Sir  John  Foster  aaule,  and  spoke  vo  \       \  o>\  mw^x  wx  w^v  ^^oft^xfyok^^AseMn^ 
htm  in  this  manner:— "Sir  John  Fosiex,  I  lnuc>^\m^\oTA^o^«^,^o\«iJJfta^— V*^>K^ 
■Mn^ifcata  man  who  know*  TOW  ^^;tt«c«^E^^»=»''*^  ^ 


^^ Forwaid  to  Saint  ]ftry*e^'»  n|d  th9  Bttl I ''iwM 
Ibe  word  on—Glendiimioft  g^Te  the  muint  to  tbis 
Mune  female  caTalier,  ancfTet  ii  be  taken  charge  of. 
(jet  no  diahonoor  be  done  to  the  dead  bodiee.  and  call 
on  the  coiintnr  to  bury  or  remove  them.~Forwvd,  I 
8ay,niy  maatera." 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

GoM  to  be  maniBd>-<tooe  to  vmu  apMcei-^JCfnf  Jokm. 

Tub  newa  of  the  loat  battle,  ao  quickly  carried  by 
the  fugitivea  to  the  village  ana  convent,  had  apread 
the  greateat  alarm  among  the  inhabitants.  The  Sa- 
cristan and  other  monks  oounaelled  flight;  the  Trea- 
aurer  recommended  that  the  chnrch  plate  shonld  be 
offered  as  a  tribute  to  bribe  the  English  offioer ;  the 
Abbot  alone  was  unmoved  and  undaunted. 

**  My  brethren,"  he  said,  **  sinae  God  haa  not  given 
OUT  people  victory  in  the  combat,  it  muat  behe^uae 
he  reauires  of  us,  his  spiritual  soldiers,  to  fight  the 
good  nght  of  martvrdom.  a  conflict  in  which  nothing 
but  our  own  faint-hearted  cowardice  can  make  us  faU 
of  victory.  Let  ua  aasnme,  then,  the  armour  of  frith, 
and  prepare,  if  it  be  necessary,  to  die  under  the  ruin 
of  these  ahnnea,  to  the  service  of  which  we  have  de- 
voted ouraelvea.  Highly  honoured  are  we  all  in  thia 
distinguished  summons,  from  our  dear  brother  Ni^o- 
laa,  whoae  gray  hairs  have  been  preaefved  until  they 
ahould  be  surrounded  by  the  crown  of  martyrdom, 
down  to  my  beloved  son  Edward,  who,  arriving  at 
the  vineyard  at  the  latest  hour  of  the  day,  ia  yet  per- 
mitted to  share,  its  toils  with  those  who  have  laboteed 
from  the  morning.  Be  of  good  courage^  my  children. 
I  dare  not,  like  mv  aainted  predeoeasora,  promiae  to 
you  that  you  shall  be  preserved  by  miracle--I  and  you 
are  alike  unworthy  of  that  eapeciai  interpoaiuon, 
which,  in  earlier  timea,  turned  the  aword  of  aacrilege 
against  the  boaom  of  tyranta  by  whom  it  waa  wielded, 
daunted  the  hardened  hearta  of  heretica  with  prodi- 
gies, and  called  down  hosts  of  angela  to  defend  the 
shrine  of  God  and  of  the  Virgin.  Yet,  by  Heavenly 
aid,  you  ahall  this  day  see  that  your  Father  and  Ab- 
bot will  not  disgrace  the  mitre  which  aits  upon  his 
brow.  €k>  to  your  cells,  my. children,  and  exercise 
your  private  devotions.  Array  yourselves  also  in  alb 
and  cope,  aa  for  our  moat  solemn  festivals,  and  be 
ready,  when  the  tolUng  of  the  largeat  bell  announoea 
the  aj^roach  of  the  enemy,  to  march  forth  to  meet 
them  m  solemn  prooeaaion.  Let  the  church  be  opened 
to  afford  such  refuge  aa  may  be  to  those  of  our  vaa- 
•als.  who,  from  their  exertion  in  thia  day's  unhai>py 
battle,  or  other  cauae,  are  particularly  appreheaaive 
of  the  rage  of  the  enemy.  Tell  Sir  Piereie  Shafton,  if 

he  has  escaped  the  fight" 

"*I  am  here,  moat  venerable  Abbot,"  replied  Sir 
Piereie:  "and  if  it  so  seemeth  meet  to  yon,  I  will 
presently  assemble  aoch  of  the  men  aa  have  escaped 
this  escaramouche,  and  will  renew  the  reaiatanoe^ 
even  unto  the  death.  Certea,  you  will  learn  £rom  ail, 
that  I  did  my  part  in  this  unnappv  matter.  Had  it 
pleaaed  Julian  Avend  to  have  attenaed  to  my  oounael, 
specially  in  aomewhat  withdrawing  of  hie  main  bat- 
tle, even  aa  you  may  have  marked  the  heron  eaehew 
the  atoop  of  the  falcon,  reoemng  him  rather  upon 
his  beak  than  upon  hia  wing,  affairs,  aa  I  do  oonoeive^ 
Blight  have  had  a  different  race,  and  we  might  than, 
in  a  more  bellicoae  manner,  have  maintamed  that 
afirav.  Nevertheleaa,  I  would  not  be  undaratood  to 
apeak  any  thing  m  diaregard  of  Julian  Avenel,  whom 
I  aaw  fall  flghtinsr  manAiUy  wiih  hia  face  to  hia 
enemy,  which  hath  banished  from  my  memory  the 
onaeernlv  term  of  *  meddling  coxoomb,'  with  which 
it  pleaaeoi  him  aometbing  raaUy  to  quamy  my  advice, 
and  for  which,  had  it  pleaaed  Heaven  and  the  aainta 
to  have  proloniged  the  life  of  that  eaoaUent  peraon,  I 
had  it  bound  opon  my  aonl  to  have  pat  him  to  deam 
wth  my  own  hsnd.*" 

*'  Shr  Piarde,"  aaid  the  Abbot,  at  length  miarrupt- 
ing  him,  "oar  time  aUowa  brief  leinre  to  apeak 
what  might  have  been." 

'*Ton  are  right,  moat  venerable  Lord  and  Father," 
replied  the  incorrigible  Bnphaiati  "  the  preterite,  aa 
rm  frail  HMftality  Ma 


t|ian  tbafium  nood,  a«d^nidaadoar  oagitaibiisiia- 
spectohieily  the  present.  In  a  wordl  am  wfljing  to 
head  all  who  will  follow  me,  and  oner  such  opposi- 
tion aa  manhood  and  nortaUty  may  permit,  to  the 
advance  of  the  Enfi^iah,  though  they  be  my  own 
countrymen  t  and  he  aafured,  Piereie  Shafton  will 
meaaure  hja  length,  being  fiVe  feet  ten  inches,  on  the 
ground  as  he  sunds,  rather  than  e^ive  two  yarda  in 
retreat,  according  to  the  usual  motion  in  which  we 
retrograde." 

"  fthank  vou.  Sir  Knight,"  aaid  the  Abbot,  "  and 
I  doubt  not  that  you  would  make  your  words  good; 
but  it  ie  not  the  will  of  Heaven  that  carnal  weapon 
ahould  reecue  ua.  We  are  called  to  endure,  not  to 
resist,  and,  may,  not  waste  the  blood  of  our  innocent 
commons  in  Vain-7Pruitless  opposition  becomes  not 
men  of  our  prolw^Jori  i  they  hare  my  commands  to 
resign  the  swot-ri  qjui  ihe  epe^r— God  and  Our  Lady 
have  not  bleaat^d  uur  banai^t. ' 

"Bethink  you,  reveteod  lo^d,'^  snjd  Piereie  Shaf- 
ton, very  eagerly,  ^'  ere  you  resign  the  defenCA  that  ia 
in  your  ppwei^ihere  aro  many  post  a  near  the  entry 
of  this  village,  whtTe  brave  men  might  live  or  die  to 
the  advantage;  wid  t  huve  ihiti  iuJditj(jt]aL  motive  lo 
make  defence,— the  eofety,  namel?^  of  a  fatr  frtend. 
wha  I  hope,  bi[b  tsoapcfl  the  hauda  of  the  iKTetics.'' 
"  I  underaund  volij  Sir  Piercit^"  paid  the  Abt>ot— 
you  mean  tbtt  daughter  of  our  Convtm's  miller  V 
^'Reverend  my  lord/'  aaid  Sir  Pierci^  not  without 
hesitation,  *'  the  fnir  IMyainda  is,  mm  may  be  in  aomts 
aort  alleged,  the  daughter  t>f  one  who  niechiinicaJly 
preparetn  com  tube  [luini isolated  into  bread,  witbout 
which  we  could  not  p^iistt  4iQd  which  i»  tho-pfore  on 
employment  in  itiiiC'irhutiourobl^  nay  tiec^iaaary*  Ne- 
vertheless, if,  (h*^  purest  flentimente  of  a  generous 
mind,  streaming  forth  hke  die  myeof  (he  mm  reflect- 
ed by  a  diamoDii,  nmy  ennoLde  one,  who  is  in  some 
aort  thedaughkT  of  a  mulendinary  mechanic^'^— ^ 
"  I  have  no,  time  for  aJl  chii^,  Sir  Kntght,'^  add  tho 
Abbot;  "be  it  enough  to  answi^r  that  with  our  wilt 
we  war  no  1oo^<t  with  carnal  weapon §.  We  of  ibe 
apirimalitv  will  hach  you  of  the  tempftrahty  how  to 
die  in  cola  bloc 'X  our  handi  not  cknehcti  for  reaiil- 
ance,  but  foldeci  i  ^.i  r  (i  r  a  y er  -  o  u  r  i  iii  1 1 '  ■  ■  ' " '  Uvi  ih 
jealous  hatred,  bui  v.  ah  ChnsiUiUL  uii^^^uc^  ^ua  tor- 
ffiveness— our  eara  not  deafened,  nor  our  senses  con- 
fused, by  the  sound  of  damoroua  instruments  of  war; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  our  voices  composed  to  HaUe- 
li^ah,  Kyrie-Eleiaon,  and  Salve  Regina.  and  our  blood 
temperate  and  cold,  aa  those  who  think  upon  recon- 
ciling themselves  with  God,  not  of  avenging  them- 
aelvea  of  their  fellow-mortals." 

"  Lord  Abbot,"  aaid  Sir  Piereie,  "  this  is  nothing 
to  the.fate  of  my  Molinara,  whom,  I  beaeech  you  to 
observe,  I  will  not  abandon,  while  golden  hut  and 
ateel  blade  bide  together  on  my  falchion.  I  com- 
manded her  not  to  follow  na  to  the  field,  and  yet  me- 
thought  I  aaw  her  in  her  page'a  attire  amongst  Uie 
rear  of  the  oombatanta." 

"  You  muat  aeek  elaewhere  for  the  peraon  in  whose 
fate  you  are  ao  deeply  intereated,"  aaid  the  Abbot ; 
,"  and  at  preaent  I  will  pray  of  your  knighthood  to 
inquire  concerning  her  at  the  church,  in  which  all 
our  more  defencelesa  vaaaala  have  taken  refuge.  It 
ia  my  advice  to  you,  that  you  alao  abide  by  the  noma 
of  the  altar;  and.  Sir  Piereie  Shafton,''  he  added, 
"  be  of  one  thing  aecure.  that  if  ^ou  come  to  harm, 
will  involve  the  whole  of  thia  brotherhood;  for 
never,  I  (mat  will  the  meaneat  of  ua  buy  aaiety  at 
theeipenaeofaurrenderiiigafnendorami^t.  LeiBivt 
ua,  my  son,  and  may  God  be  your  aid  r 

When  Sir  Piereie  Shafton  had  departed,  and  the 
Abbot  waa  about  to  betake  himadf  to  hia  own  cell, 
he  ^aa  aupriaed  by  an  unknown  peraon  anzionyly 
requiring  a  confisrenoc,  who,  being  admitted,  proved 
to  be  no  other  than  Henry  Warden.  The  Abbot 
atarted  aa  he  entered,  and  eaclaimed  angrily,—*'  Ha  I 
are  the  few  houra  that  lato  aUowa  him  who  may  laat 


j^%mw&nma  have  it,  ( 


mentedandaocoraedaect.  toaeethebesomofdntmoo 
tton  aweep  away  the  pride  of  olil  religion— to  deface 
00^  ahriiie»-to  mutilMf  and  In  wMto  the  Mm  ^' 
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our  benefactors,  as  well  as  theii  ffepdchres— to  des- 
troy the  pinnacU*s  and  carved  work  of  God's  house, 
anil  our  Ladv's?" 

"Peace,  William  Allan!"  said  the  Protestant 
preacher,  with  di^ificd  composuro ;  "  for  none  of 
!hes«e  purposes  dot  come.  I  would  have  these  stately 
shrines  deprived  of  the  idols  which,  no  long  ersimply 
regarded  as  the  effigies  of  the  good  and  the  wise,  have 
become  the  objects  of  foul  idolatry.  I  would  other- 
wise have  its  ornaments  subsist,  unless  as  they  are, 
or  may  be,  a  snare  fo  the  souls  of  men  ;  and  ef<pe- 
cially  do  I  condemn  those  ravages  which  have  been 
made  by  the  heady  fury  of  the  people,  stung  into  zeal 
a^a inst  will- worship  by  bloody  yHrrsecution.  Against 
Burh  wanton  devastations  I  lift  my  testimony. 

"  Idle  distinguisher  that  thou  art!"  said  the  Abbot 
Eastace,  internipting  him  ;  **'  what  signifies  the  pre- 
text under  which  thou  dost  despoil  the  nouse  of  God  ? 
and  why  at  this  present  emergence  wilt  ihou  insult 
the  master  of  it  by  thy  ill-omened  presence?" 

"  Thou  art  unjust,  William  Allan,''  said  Warden  ; 
"  but  I  am  not  the  less  settled  in  my  resolution. 
Thou  hast  protected  nu:  some  time  since  at  the  ha- 
zard of  thy  rank,  and  what  I  know  thou  boldest  still 
dcdRT,  at  the  risk  of  thy  reputation  with  ihine  own 
sect.  Our  party  is  now  uppermost,  and  believe  me, 
I  have  come  down  the  valley,  in  which  thou  didst 
quarter  me  for  sequestration's  sake,  simply  with  the 
wish  to  keep  my  ensngements  to  thee." 

"  Ay,"  answered  the  Abbot,  "  and  it  may  be,  that 
my  listening  to  that  worldly  and  infirm  compa.«sion 
which  pleaded  with  me  for  thy  life,  is  now  avengwi 
by  this  impending  judgment.  Heaven  hath  smitten,  it 
may  Ik',  the  erring  shepherd,  and  scattered  the  flock." 

"  Tnmk  better  of  the  Divine  iudgmcnts,"'  said  War- 
den. "  Not  for  thy  sins,  which  are  those  of  thy 
blinded  education  and  circumstances ;  not  for  thine 
own  .«.inp,  William  Allan,  art  thou  stricken,  but  for 
th»?  nci-UHiulated  guilt  which  thy  mis-named  church 
hath  accumulated  on  her  hnad  and  those  of  her  vo- 
tarif?,  by  the  errors  and  cormpiions  of  ages." 

"  .Nnw,  by  my  sure  belief  in  the  Rock  of  Peter," 
Bnid  the  Abbot,  "thou  dost  rekindle  the  last  spark  of 
human  indignation  for  which  my  bosom  has  fuel — 
I  thijii^ht  I  might  not  again  have  fit  the  impulne  of 
earthly  passion,  and  it  is  thy  voice  which  once  more 
call.**  me  to  the  expression  of  human  anger  !  yes,  it 
is  thy  voice  that  comest  to  fnsult  me  in  my  hour  of 
Borruw,  witli  these  blasphemous  accusations  of  that 
church  which  hath  kept  the  light  of  Christianity 
alivo  from  the  times  of  the  Apostles  till  now." 

"  From  the  limes  of  the  Apostles  ?"  said  the 
prcn'-lier,  eai^erly.  '*.Vc<ra/Mr,  GuHthnt  Allan— \\\^ 
primitive  church  differed  as  much  from  that  of  Rome, 
as  did  light  from  darkness,  which,  did  time  permit,  I 
should  Rivedily  prove.  And  worse  dost  thoujudm*, 
in  saying  I  come  to  insult  thee  in  thy  hour  of  afBic- 
tion,  bning  here,  Gixl  wot,  with  the  Christian  wish 
of  fulfilling  an  engagirment  I  had  made  to  my  host, 
and  of  rendering  mj-sclf  to  thy  will  while  it  had  yet 

rower  to  e-xercisk?  aught  upim  rac,  and  if  it  mi^^ht  so 
c\  to  mitiiraie  in  thy  behalf  the  rage  of  the  victors 
whom  ftod  hath  sent  as  a  scourge  to  thy  obstinacy." 
'•I  will  none  of  thy  intercession,"  said  the  Abbot, 
sternly;  "the  dignitv  to  which  the  church  has  ex- 
alted me^  never  should  have  swelhxl  my  bosom  more 
Sroudly  in  the  time  of  the  highest  prosperity,  than  it 
oih  at  this  crisis— I  ask  nothing  of  thee,  but  the  as- 
surance that  my  lenity  to  thee  hath  been  the  means 
of  per^'crting  no  soul  to  Satan,  that  I  have  not  given 
ii>  tne  wolf  any  of  the  stray  lambs  whom  the  Great 


Shepherd  of  souU  had  intrusted  to  my  charge.' 

"William  Allan"  answered  the  Protestant.  "I 
KPill  be  sincere  with  thee.    What  I  promised  I  have 
kept— f  have  withheld  my  voice  from  speaking  even 
good  thin:;s.    But  it  has  pleased  Heaven  to  call  the 
maiden  Mary  Avenel  to  a  better  sens(.>  of  faith  than 
thou  and  all  the  disciples  of  Rome  can  teach.    Hlt 
/  hnvr  nUicil  with  my  humble  power— I  have  ex  tri- 
es ffy/  hrr  from  the  machinations  of  cv\\  sv■\m^  \o 
^vhirh  she  ami  hvr  house 

be 


Wretched  man  V*  said  the  Abbot,  unable  to  sup- 
press his  rising  indignation,  "  in  it  to  the  Abbot  U 
Saint  Mary's  that  you  boast  having  misled  the  loiil 
of  a  dweller  in  Our  Lady's  Halidome  into  the  paths 
of  foul  error  and  damning  heresy?— Thou  dost  urge 
me,  Wellwood,  beyond  what  it  l>ecomes  me  to  boar, 
and  movest  me  to  employ  the  few  moments  of  power 
I  may  yet  possess,  in  removing  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  one,  whose  qualities,  given  by  God,  have  bees 
so  utterly  perverted  as  thine  to  the  B*'rvice  of  Saiaa." 

"Do  thy  pleasure,"  said  the  preacher;  "thyviia 
wrath  shall  not  prevent  my  doing  my  duty  to  advan- 
tage thee,  where  it  may  be  done  without  neglectiog 
mv  higher  call.    1  go  to  the  Earl  of  Murray." 

'Their  conference,  which  was  advancing  fast  into 
bitter  disputation,  was  here  interrupted  by  the  deep 
and  sullen  loll  of  the  largest  and  heaviest  bell  of  th« 
Convent,  a  sound  famous  in  the  chronicles  of  the 
Community,  for  dispelling  of  tempests,  and  putting 
to  flight  demons,  but  which  now  only  announod 
danger,  without  aflbniing  any  means  of  warding 
agamst  it.  Hastily  repeating  his  orders,  that  all  tlu 
brethren  should  attend  in  the  choir,  arrayed  for 
solemn  procession,  the  Abbot  ascended  to  the  battle- 
ments of  the  lofiy  Monastery,  by  his  own  privat* 
staircase,  and  there  met  the  Sacristan,  who  had  been 
in  the  act  of  din^cting  the  tolling  of  the  huge  btil, 
which  fell  undi;r  his  duty. 

"It  is  the  last  lime  I  shall  discharge  mine  office, 
most  venerable  Father  and  Lord."  said  he  to  the 
Abbot,  "  f<»r  yonder  come  the  Philistines;  but  I  wouli 
not  that  thelarge  bell  of  Saint  Mar>''s  should  Hiund 
for  the  last  time,  othtTwise  than  in  true  and  full 
^)ne— I  have  been  a  sinful  man  for  one  of  our  holy  pro- 
fession," added  he,  looking  upward,  "  yet  may  1  prp- 
Bume  to  say,  not  a  bell  hath  sounded  out  of  tune 
from  the  tower  of  the  house,  w  bile  Father  Phihp  had 
the  superintendence  of  the  chime  and  the  btlfry.'' 

The  -Abbot,  without  riply,  cast  his  eyes  towards 
the  path,  which,  windmg  around  the  moui)ta:D,  dr- 
Bcends  upon  Kennaquhafr  from  the  south-east.  He 
beheld  at  a  distance  a  cloud  of  dust,  and  hcnrd  the 
neighing  of  many  horses,  while  the  occasional  ^■p*^ 
kli'  of  the  long  line  of  spears,  as  they  came  down- 
wards into  the  valley,  announced  that  the  band  came 
thither  in  arms. 

"  Shame  on  my  weakness !"  said  Abbot  Eustace, 
dashing  the  t«ars  from  his  e>Ts;  "my  sight  is  too 
much  dimmed  to  obsor\'e  their  motions— look,  my 
F.ilwanl."  for  his  favourite  novice  had 


^»iw  be  emugbt  in  thy  snarea^' 


Joined  him,  "  and  tell  me  what  ensigns  they  bear.'* 

"They  are  Scottish  men,  when  ail  is  done,"  «• 
claimed  F.dwanl— "I  see  the  white  crosses— it  mar 
be  the  Western  Borderers,  or  Fcrnichcrst  and  hii 
clan." 

"Look  nt  the  banner"  said  the  Abbot;  ''tell  me 
what  arc  the  blazonries?" 

"  Tlie  arms  of  Scotland,"  said  Edward.  "  the  lion 
and  its  tressure.  quartered,  as  I  think,  with  tiine 
cushions— f.^an  it  be  the  royal  standard  7" 

"  Alas !  no,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  it  ia  that  of  the  Efri 
of  Murray.  He  hath  assumed  with  his  new  con- 
auest  the  badge  of  the  valiant  Randolph,  and  lifeih 
dropped  from  his  hereditary  coat  the  bcod  which 
indicates  his  own  base  birth— would  to  God  he  naif 
not  have  blotted  it  also  from  his  memory,  and  us 
as  well  at  possessing  the  name,  as  the  power,  of  i 
king!" 

"At  least,  my  father,"  said  Edward,  "^he  wiU 
secure  us  from  tne  violence  of  the  aouthron.'' 

"Ay,  my  son,  as  the  shepherd  secures  a  silly  latab 
from  the  wolf,  which  he  destines  in  due  time  to  hii 
own  banquet.  Oh,  my  son,  evil  days  are  on  ui! 
A  breach  has  been  made  in  the  walls  of  our  sane* 
tuar>'— thy  brother  hath  fallen  from  the  faith.  Such 
news  broughlmy  last  secret  intelligence— Murray  bii 
aln>ady  sp^iken  of  nswarding  hia  services  with  the 
hand  of  Mary  Avenel." 

"Of  Mary  Avenel!"  said  the  novire,  tottwiag 
., ,  .  \\o^viid^TiTvilu;ca«ving  hold  of  one  of  the  carvtd  pin- 
were  exposed  dunu^  v^^c\\\^cV^v*\^\v^\'^v\orcv«v<<^t\»\wMLVll%.v\loment. 


hlimlncss  of  their  Romish  superstition,  a!\A.  pTMscA     "  .^V*^^>^?«^  V*??^«'^C5  ^^*^^^ 
^eto  my  Mutator,  I  have  not  reason  lo  fcoi  *Vie  n«y\\U>it^  vV«  J^^vV  ^^  V«^ 


:iii»3caarau 


TBM 


fit' 


SrSEMnSBe  to  m^^ 

doeii^i  Du^  lor  the  grace  of  Oar  Laoy  and  Stint 


tenedicL  tbou  alio  badet  been  a  raatawajr.' 
'"enaiavi 

tibmwhat 
been  the  tho 
-ir«-  3^.aotibrwaidaniatcr 
"  Ha  daxea  do  what  scuta  hia  pi 


"^  endeavoiu,  my  father,"  aaid  fidwaid, "  I  ende^- 
oor  to  forgot  i  but  what  I  would  now  blot  from  my 
lemory  baa  been  the  thought  of  all  my  forour  life— 


fonay  dare  aqt  forward  a 


itdh  ao  nneqaal  m  liirth." 

jia  putpose— The  Castle 

f  Avenal  ia  strong^  and  needa  a  sbod  caatfiHani  de- 
oted  tohiaMnrioai  aa  for  UM^difievenae  of  tbepr  birth, 


no  more  than  oawooldimpd ^ 

tio  Mtund  rag^Urity  of  t^muml^  ware  u  1^60^^ 
e  abould  ereet  upon  it  military  noaa  and  mtrenoh- 
lenta.    But  do  not  droop  for  that—awaken  thy  aoul 


___    _  ,„ I  d^yaoul 

ntbiq  theai  my  eon.   l^hmk  yon  part  with  a  yma 
iaion,  aA  idle  dream,  nuraaq  ID     '     * 


.  ^ iinaoUtadeMidi&aatiQii. 

-I  weep  not,  yet  what  aip  I  ivow  Uhato  loaal— iiOok 
t  theae  towera^  ^Ji^  aainudwelt,  and  whara hefoea 
avo  been  boned— Think  that  I,  ao  briefly  ealled  ta 
reaide  over  the  pious  flock,  which  haa  dwelt  hera 
ince  the  firat  liaht  of  Chriatianily,  may  ba  thia  day 
T^rittan  down  thalaat  iather  of  thiakily  ooniniwity— 
^oiae,  let  uadeacencLfnd  meet  our  fillet,  laeatham 
pDToach  near  to  the  viUaaa." 
The  Abbot  descended,  the  nayioa  eaat  a  fiance 
roond  him ;  vet  the  aenae  of  the  dan«Br  impandBig 
vier  the  stately  atmctur^  with  which  he  waa  now 
mted.  wi^  unable  19  banifh  the  recoUeotion  of  Mai 


the  staitely  atmctur^  with  wl 
„  iL  waa  unable  to  baniah  the  recoUeonon  of  mary 
LveM—  Hia  l»oiWaWider'  he  pidlad  the  cowl 


ver  hia  face,  and  Mowed  hia  Superior. 
The  whola  beUa  of  the  Abbey  now  added  their  peal 
o  the  deaUV'toll  of  4he  laig^t  which  had  m>  long 
ounded.  ^be  monka  wcp(  and  prayed  an  they  got 
hc^^vop  mto  the  order  at)beu  proceaaiim  mr  the 
ast  time,  aa  seemed  but  l^o  ivqbabUt 

"  I|  ia  well  our  Father  Boni£pca  hath  retiiad  to  the 
nland?^  aatd  Father  PhUio}  '4ka  oouU  newr  have 
•lit  over  thia  4ay,  it  would  have  broken  hia  heart  S" 
^*Ood  GTwiththe  ao4  of  Abbot  lofflramr  aaid 
>id  Fa^^  Nicholas  "  thera  wcva  tta  anoh  doiaflia  in 
lia  daya.— Thev  aay  we  ai«  to  be  put  forth  of  the 
leisters;  and  how  I  am  to  live  any  where elaa  than 
vhm  I  have  Uvad  for  tfaeaa  saiventy jaara,  1  wiat  not— 
he  heat  is,  that  I  have  not  lang  to  live  any  ^era.*' 
'  few  momefita  after  thia  the  grtat  gala  of  the 
9  waa  flung  open,  and  thp  proceaaion  nowd 
ly  forward  pam  beneath  iia  hoge  and  iifhly 


008  aaid  aolemn  array  of  tha  brothaf^ood^  in  thev 
o%g  blaw  gawna  and  oowk,  witl^  theirwhite  ocapn* 
anea  htnemg  ftrar  tqeiB,  ^  vanoui  oficsn  of  the 
x)nvent  each  maMayiJig  hia  i^oper  badge  of  oflhfft 


akiAff  his  usual  p^t  i^  aama  mi 

LAarhVi»«Miatha '-'" 

he  novices  h|  lh«r  1 
tzathrea  diaopgidal 
^m  ^om  nr  the 
iHiad  wkh  a  '' 
b^appiabB] 
rhei 


leddflZuti 


ohildrw^ 

.^,.  in  tha  laar,  haWiiJing 

latioD  of  their  aaeieBt  a^etuary. 

ordeiS  and  laatramed  the 


aoifow  to  a  low  waUhw  aonnd,  idueh 

-    . , I  anth  thaa  intamiiited  the 

;bant  <^  tha  inonka* 

Tn  thj^  oroerthe  proceaaion  ei}t^re4  the  market- 


ing vMa^  of  l^m^qulMui*  vhich  waa  tfien, 
r«  diatingmaha^  oy  an  ancient  croaa  df  cunoua 
lanahif^  the  gift  ot  aama  for"Vr  monareb  of 
of  nnKsi  I 


»1aoeoit 

IS  now«  diatingmal 
yprkmanahift  the  , 
Scotland.   Cloaeb' 


he  rand^vous  of  f^  villagers^  and  'regarded  with 

«culiar  veneratioAi  a  fosling  immm  t0  noal  mac 

Vol.111. 


jnota  , ,_ 

"^under  the  ^  at  Mamre.* 

Tha  monka  formed  thepwlvoa  each  in  their  diia 
place  around  thaohas,  while  under  tha  t«imi  of  tiia  . 
aasd  tree  crowded  the  old  and  the  feehia  wim  otheaa 
who  iak  the  common  alainL  When  they  had  6aa 
arranged  thamaeiiraa,  thera  waa  a  deep  •ad  aolema 
pauaeg  The  mofika  atiUed  their  chant,  the  lay  papUf 
lace  huahad  their  laoMfttations,  and  ali  awaited  JR 
terror  an4  ailanoe  tha  arrival  of  thoaa  heretioal  foreea, 
whom  they  had  been  a»  Umg  taught  to  legaid  with 
foar  and  tiMaldingy 

A  distant  trampling  waa  at  length  beard,  and  th»  . 
^anceof  vwa  waaasen  ta  shine  throngh  the  tUMa 
above  the  viUaga.    The  aaitnda  nenaaeci  and  h^ 


Cteaebv  the  orosB,  of  much  greater  anti 

uity,  and  scarcely  lesa  h<HHNired<  was  an  unmensel] 
arga  oak-tree,  which  perhaps  had  witneaaad  tht 
vrorship  of  the  Druids,  ere  the  stately  Konaatery  to 


arga  oak-tree,  whidi  peAaps 

vrorship  of  the  Druids,  ere  the  l ^,  ^      , 

irfakh  it  adjoined  ha4  P^^  ^  qures  in  honour  of 


aad  whMi  ptifcipa  vi^iy  ha  tm^  wi^  to  the  r^ 
periad  whan  tha'patntcch  foaated  tha  1 


cama  p«ro  thidk,  onedoaa  contimiouaraahing  aound^ 

in  which  the  tread  of  hoa£\  waa  mingled  wiih  foe 

ringing  of  armour.    The  haneoaen  aoonapiMtted  at . 

the  prmdpal  antianoe  whi^  laada  into  tho  irregnlar 

mutet-plaoa  which  forma  the  oeotM  of  ih*  - 

.        .  •     •     ^  •   tha 


viUage. 


ori 


They  enioad  two  by  tw^  slowly,  ai 
ibund  the  open 


tMOf 

India 


greateat  order.  ThaTaaeontinued  to  move  on,  riding 

len  spao^  nniil  they  had  attained  the  ut- 

moat  point,  aad  thea  tanung  their  horaes*  haada  to 


the  atreat,  aiood  foat;  their  companiaM  followed  in 
the  name  ordir,  mtii  the  whole  matfceirplaoe  waa 
cloaely  sumnndad  with  aaUleiai  and  the  filea  who 
followed,  making  the  same  manmnvfe,  formed  am 
inner  hne  withm  thoa^  who  had  flfat  anived.  natn 
the  i^ce  waa  begirt  with  a  quadruple  file  of  horaa* 
men  doaeqr  draws  up.  T^ere  w«a  now  a  paaae,  of 
which  the  AhhaA  availed  hiaMaU;  by  nammandmg 
Qia  bratherhoed  to  raiaa  tha  aoamm  chant  i>«  jmv*  ' 
/undU€iawm$h.  Ha  fookedaaaaad  tha  armed  rank% 
tp  aea  what  impreaaion  the  aoleinn  aounds  made  on 
them.  AU  were  ftilent,  but  the  brewa  of  ^me  had 
an  ezprsaaion  of  oontenpt,  and  almaat  aU  tha  raat 
bore  a  look  of  indiflhrence ;  their  course  had.been  too 
foog  decided  to  permit  paat  foeUnga  of  entbtniasm  \4 
be  anew  awakened  by  a  proceasian  or  by  a  hymn. 

"Their  hearts  are  haidened,^  aaid  the  Abbot  to 
himself  in  dejection,  but  not  in  despair;  **it  remaiaa 
to  aee  whether  thoaa  of  their  leadera  are  equally  ob- 
durate." 

The  leaders  in  the  meanwhile,  were  advancing 
slowly^  and  BCnrray.  with  Morton^  rods  in  deep  con- 
veraation  before  a  choaen  hand  ot  their  moat  oistin- 

Sished  foUowara,  amongat  whom  eame  Halbert 
endinning.    But  the  preachy  Henry  Warden,  i^o» 


^1 


f«yi 


ingtheKonaaterythad  instantly  Jomed  thi 
aly  penon  admitted  to  their  conference. 
ire  aeiermined,  then,"  aaid  Morton  to  II 


Yon  are  Ci«7wiiiuii(7«s,  »iivi^      «biu  juvtwru    w  awiM- 

'*  to  give  the  heireas  of  Ayenel,  with  all  her  pre- 


teaaionak  to  thiaiMunelaaa  ana 
"Haoi  not  Warden  tok 


tokl  yon,"  aaid  Murray,  "Swit 

they  have  been  bred  togei(heri  m4  are  lovers  frc^ni 
their  youth  upward  f  . 

^' And  Uiatthay  are  both,"  aaidWarden,  *'bymaaaa 
which*  may  be  aJmoat  teimed  miracuKma^  reaeued 
arena  the  deluaiona  of  Borne,  and  broofl^t  within  thfi 
palf  of  the  troa  cf^urea.    H y  residence  at  Olendeartf 


Utift  to  thruai 

ginmamage» 

doneed- 

rtoourna* 
uy  and  under 

lof  domea- 


math  made  me  wellaoqaaintad  with 

would  it  boaeem  nay  habit  and  my  c; 

myaelf  into  match-making  and  ( 

but  woraa  wwa  it  in  me  to  aee  your 

leaa  vnong  tq  the  foelinga  which  are  , 

tu^  and  which,  being  indulged  hon< 

the  restraints  of  religion,  beapina  a  ^^-^ - 

re  qmet  here^  and  foture  happineaa  m  a  oetter  world. 
aMT,  that  you  will  do  ill  to  rend  those  ties  asundert 
and  to  give  this  maiden  to  the  kinsman  of  I^rd  Inor- 
toivthougb  Lord  Morton'a  kinaman  he  be. 

''Theae  are  foir  reaaanii  mv  Lord  of  Murray,"  aaid 
Morton,  **  why  yon  should  renise  me  so  simpleaboon  , 
as  to  beatow  thia  aiUydanwel  upon  young  Bannygask* 
$peak  out  plainlyt  my  kud;  aay  vou  wouki  remer  aea 
the  Caatle  of  Aveiiei  in  the  handa  of  one  who  owea 
hia  name  and  existence  solely  to  your  favour,  than  in 
the  power  of  a  DoUgIs%  and  of  my  kinaman. ' 
^MyLoKlofMorton^a5dMurrey,^nnE^ 
^hing  in  thi"  matter  which  should  aggrieve  you.  Tt^ia 


^er 


•Rli 


■MMnrr  tm  «qr*  tl«t  in 
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rCBAr.XXXTIL 


Uqbh  Qlendmning  has  done  roe  Rood  err  vice, 

_ r  do  me  mor^.     My  promiie  waa  in  Pome  de* 

greipaiii»«l  lo  him.  and  ihat  wtiile  Julian  Avend  waa 
«Hve,  when  aught  beaide  the  maiden'i<t  lil>  baud  wotitd 
have  beta  hnnl  to  come  bj;  wbeieHfl  you  never 
thought  of  siich  an  allmnce  for  your  kinaimtn,  (ill  you 
•iw  Julian  Uedtfad  yomieron  the  field,  and  knew  his 
land  to  be  n  waif  free  to  the  first  who  could  aeize  it. 
Cotne,  come,  my  lord,  you  do  leas  tbao  k^tice  to 
your  gallant  kmaman,  m  wiBhing  him  a  bnde  bred 
up  under  the  m  ilk-pa  ih  for  thia  giH  is  n  pea  stint 
wench  m  all  but  the  accident  of  bifib.  I  thought 
you  had  more  d«ep  reapect  for  tbe  horiour  of  the 
Dou^laanpa." 

**  The  honour  of  the  DougUiBea  ia  aa/e  in  my 
keeptng/'  answered  Morton,  haughtily  ;  ''  that  of 
other  ancient  fain iliea  may  aotferaa  wrll  aa  the  name 
of  Avenel^  If  niatics  aro  to  be  matched  wjth  the 
blood  of  our  ancient  barons." 

**  Thia  ia  but  idle  talking,'^  answered  Lord  Mur- 
rsf  ;  *^  in  times  like  theee  we  must  look  to  men,  and 
not  to  pedifp^ea.  Hay  wjia  but  a  rustic  before  the 
battle  or  Lo n curt y— the  bloody  yoke  actiialk  dragged 
Iheplough  ere  it  was  blazoned  on  ao-eat  by  the  htimld. 
Tlmea  of  action  tnake  princes  into  t>easants,  and 
•*  boora  into  barons.  AU  families  have  ^rung  from 
aotoe  one  mean  mani  and  it  ia  well  if  thev  have 
never  degenerated  from  hi*  vinue  who  raisea  ibem 
firat  from  obscurity." 

"  My  Lord  of  Murrey  will  please  to  C3iccpt  the 
Houae  of  Douglas,"  said  Morton  hauj^hiiiy;  '  nicn 
kave  seen  it  m  the  tree^  but  never  in  the  flttpUng— 
bave  seen  it  in  the  Mream,  but  tiever  in  the  fountain.* 
Iti  the  eorlieat  of  our  Scottish  annaK  the  Black 
Douglas  waa  powerful  and  distinguished  aa  now." 

I  *  iTw  l»ta  envHent  mhA  InbDriom  hTif|(]iiB7V,  Mr  CeOffp  ChtH- 
tamtj  hu  rrinkBd  iba  Tiutit  of  the  Hotuc  o['t)«4flu,  or  nihor 
ef  Hum*  of  Qodicfolt,  Uum  Jaiioiiaii.  hit  wi^  kw  ihiut  hit 
W9at«4  UKumcr.  In  lIm  fint  vuliurw  of  hut  Cftiaduftia,  b<i  nuaim 
tt^jULSiitafre^  in  Godacrott  Pmi  ilw  itur^ioa^:!  of  confuiin  it 

The  bdjiforiftii  [ufihi^  I>{H]^la»#t-4}  critf  tmt.  "  W(j  flo  rrni  kmrv 
tbccti  in  thd  fountain^  but  rn  iIk  ilrmain  ;  nuK  in  ihb  itH>L  tnit  in 
thfl  iToni  ;  fur  we  know  tut  whinb  u  tbe  mean  maD  Lhjit  did  ma 
•bdfe  tlkc  vut|r&r."  Tliii  Ju^uDiptjon  Mr  Cholmeni  coui-t'jvei  ill- 
timW,  and  aJlreva.  Ihni  if  i-hn  hidtpJiAii  }ud  RtUmdo^]  inortf  to 
niMrcli  Ihnn  to  der]iiiitaii<yn,  ti^  mirhi  cuilj'  havt^  tttn  ttK  iint 
ttieuT  Tniin  ol'ThiJi  rtnowiMxl  ranuh'  Tht*  he  qH^bc*  ii>  have  t«*r 
ttm  TlMHiijftltliu  rlammaiicui,  or  ThovlwM  ih^  Fleming,  to  wivtm 
Anioli].  Abbot  of  KeJui,  lR'twu*n  tl«i  jyar  IMT  and  llftO,  panled 
eertnin  landi  on  Doiirlaji  wattT,  hir  m  d«d  whirh  Mr.  Cnalnicn 
eonr»ivdi  to  he  ibft  fint  link  of  Un;  chfiJn  o(  iitJf»-di?«i^  lo  I>oti|i- 
l«itdaku.  Ht'n™,  hta  *tT¥,  the  fiunilr  muii  rf  uoubc«  tbnir  fikmjlf 
dtMTiain.  or  ankTv^wlot]^!  thu  ubfrcuiv  Fltimiof  n*  rbrkr  aiice^tor. 
ThiM}beiJ  tbi'  Florninu^jfi  ii  ncltrovi  ('rtiae*!,  did  cioLhutiit'Jrii^fnmD 
iba  nairtd  of  tTuu^lM  ;  '  but."  hafi  thi*  antitfjafr  "his  *rni  TVi|r 
jgani.  who  inherited  Nu  mUlId,  cmk-d  kumAcLr  and  vteii  tiiuflod  by 
frtbcTSn  be  r>ugifl.i  i"  and  be  ref^n  lo  the  dondi  in  wlu^b  he  k  to 
i^JAncJ-  Mr.  Ch&lmerr'i  fUll  tmuiieat  mir  1^  ibund  in  tha  firii 
v<iluTne  of  hi*  Caledctniflr  p  5TS. 

Thii  rrmvi*itkm  it  on«  wbidn  a  8A>tsman  win  idnur  unvriljinf- 
It.  uid  ciiily  upon  umlcninblp  t»tiD}i]d)i^  ^  ond  bi  ii  ii  liable  io 
■tiicmt  roundi  of  ch&llenf  o,  thu  iwieiit  auihnr  i^itii  all  ibe  nr- 
Spwt  to  Mr  Chalrn^n  wJuchi  bii  ze&kHi*  and  ofleclual  renHTcbei 
tbttii^  If  t)ti4  unwUUnt  to  take  thii  oopioniinitF  to  iiatfr  totnt  plAu- 
aida  rniundi  lor  doiibliiif  that  'HiHbaidwi  Ftimnimticuj  wai 
■ttber  (Im  btWol tbff  fint  WilUani^e  Dnuciv,  arm  Um tUf hlett 
tleffTPe  coniHicW  with  tJjo  Dnufla*  (amib. 

n  miwt  fii»t  W  obfcrrwi.  tbbt  the**  m  iki  reaion  wbiii<>vfr  foi 


4«  I>DU«ki.  ««Tit  'JiBl  ihef  both  hold  iand«  upon  Thr?i  #mait  ntnr 
of  I^wtfflajp  ^  unij  that  there  aiv  two  1*111111*  i»fniun^|iEiurjpi  to  ibe 
'wntJikr?.  F[ir^  tint,  thv  (^thar  beinf  naiocJ  Fktninf .^  there  leetni 
Da  fooJ  m*on  whj  the  ion  ihcHikTbavr  ofvumed  n  diffiirvsni  Af 
■i^aUon  1  ipcnndif  iherv  iloe*  not  Accur  a  mnw\«  itinTanrc  of  the 
itame  nf  Th^obaJd  dunn^tl^M  knf  lin^  of  thu  I>aufla«  padifriw, 
Ui  otniuion  vorr  uniiltrly  Cfj  take  \Jlaco  hnd  th^^'orvinftj  fi&ttwr  of 
llie  nur«  bpf^a  vfj  cuJLL>tL  TIh-'b*  are  «t><:4>[HbuT  ^onjclderatkmi  in- 
dfl^  :  btit  th^r  an  impoctant,,  in  lo  ffar  as  Lbtf  «3Erhid>e  anjr  ini^- 

Ert  of  Mr.  CnaJmar*'!  tritmo,  fsr^^jitt  ftnm  The  pomt  wbtdi  b* 
i  raihi^r  a»iiai'4  ihaa  irtovrd  niinii-];,  that  the  kndj  fnimftd 
Vi  ThflttbAJd  tbfl  flQuuiis  Mrero  ihr  sajii^  ^bdi  w«Te  rr&nted  to 
Wlllraft)  4e  DoutlBi.  aod  fi  hJrh  cAfkitftiit^d  the  ari[kial  dviniun  of 

^whicii  wfl  find  t&i*  powwftil  tami^y  lord*. 

'  Titow.  it  hihpM«,  mnru\ar\i  mouf  b.  that  th«  landi  Rrant^  br 
thi  AiJinit  Elf  Kf  1^0  to  TheoWdiu  FUmmalJcui  an  not  ikf  iaiD6 
#r  which  Williitm  de  Dou^lai  wo*  jn  jwiriilDn-  KaF.  it  *Tjuld 
■pprnr.  from  wnrpfninf  thn  fjiftiift  p^l^lt^d  loThroiutauif  Flam- 
Aintieujt.  t>iatK  thmiirb  Hli^it^ifl  on  thd  watir  of  nout^u^tbey  n«- 
wermaJf'  nT^nai  iha  bartwiy  of  that  luinitg..  t^nA  iKfTt^rofo  canpot 

Av  t/K  Momc  HNh  thcMP  held  br  Wjtljujn  dis  TinjEliu  in  the  myr- 

mr^mjF  rrnrmthti     But  if  Wiiliam  da  I>uuc^m  did  ucrt  mrjpicrl 


"  I  bend  tothcKonouTTB  of  the  house  of  Doogla^' 
«a:d  Murray,  somewhat  ironicaUy  {  ';  1  jtm  conseioii 


we  of  the  Ro^al  House  have  little  right  to  contpeic 
with  ihom  in  dignity— What  Though  we  baie  irera 
crowns  and  carried  flcepirea  for  a  few  gt^nerasioniv 
if  our  f^entftloE^y  inovej<  no  farther  back  ihao  Io  tin 
huntible  Alanvs  Dapifcr  »'"t 

Morton's  cheek  reddened  ap  hewaa  about  to  r^lff 
but  H^^nry  Warden  avails  himself  of  tho  libjeitf 
which  the  Protestant  clergy  long  jjoaaeeaed,  ind  ex* 
erted  it  to  interrupt  a  dincuHion  which  waa  becoonif 
too  eo^^r  and  prftonal  to  be  friendly, 

"  My  Jorda,'^  he  paid,  "  I  must  be  bold  in  diediarf- 
Ing  the  duty  of  tny^  Master.  J  t  is  a  shame  and  huh 
dnl  to  hear  two  noblea,  whose  handa  have  be«fl  aa 
forward  in  (he  work  of  reformation,  fall  into  diseori 
about  auch  vain  foliica  aa  now  occupy  your  T 


Bethink  you  how  long  vou  have  thought  with  l_, 
mindf  Been  with  one  es-e,  neard  with  ono  ear,  confine 
ed  by  your  onion  the  cungrei^ation  of  theChurch^  ap- 
pftlJed  by  your  joint  authority  the  congTCKitioa  <A 
Anti-Christ  I  and  will  you  now  fnll  into  discord  aboot 
an  old  decayed  castle  ar^d  a  few  barren  hillt,  aboot 
the  luvea  and  likings  of  a  bumble  apearsman.  and  1 
damst;!  bred  in  the  same  obscurity,  or  abont  the  iiiU 
vainer  questions  of  idle  genealo^  T* 

"  The  good  man  hath  spoken  nght,  nobte  Dou^aa" 
laid  Murray,  reaching  him  bit  nand,  ''  our  union  it 
too  esneniial  to  the  good  cause  to  be  broken  off  upon 
such  idle  tc^rmi  of  dissension  a.  I  am  fixed  to  grali' 
Gjendinning  in  thia  matter— my  ftrotni^  is  pai 
The  wars,  m  which  I  have  had  my  ehare^  have  t 
many  a  family  miaerabtei  I  will  at  least  try  if  J 1 
not  make  one  happy.  There  are  maid  a  and  mai 
enow  in  Scollana— I  prorates  you^  my  noble  ally^  ibit 
young  Bennycask  shall  be  richly  wived, ' 

"  My  lord,"  said  Warden,  ''  yon  speak  nobly,  and 
like  a  Chriatian.  Alaa  I  thie  is  a  land  of  hatred  asl 
bloodshed— let  us  not  chase  from  ihence  the  ft* 
traces  that  remain  of  gentle  and  domestic  love,— And 
be  not  too  eager  for  wealth  to  t  by  noble  ki ns man.  Df 
Lord  of  Morton,  aeeing  conteatmSnt  iti  the  maniai^ 
Slate  no  way  depends  on  it." 

"!f  you  allude  to  my  family  misfortutie^^'  avd 
Morton,  whose  Countess^  wedded  hy  him  for  hs 
^etatesand  honours,  was  insane  in  her  mind,  "thi 
habit  you  wear,  and  the  liberty,  or  rather  license,  oC 
your  profesaion,  protect  you  from  my  resetitmenL" 

''  Alas !  my  lord/*  replied  Warden,  ''  how  quick  and 
sensitive  is  our  aelf-love!  When,  pressing  forwanJ  it 
our  high  calling,  we  point  out  the  errors  of  the  8e- 
vereign,  who  praises  our  boldness  more  thsB  iki 
noble  Morton?  But  touch  we  upov\  bis  own  wi3r% 
wbieh  most  nreds  lancing,  and  be  abrinks  frointka 
faithful  chirurpeon  in  fear  and  impatient  anger  f* 

"Enough  of  thia,  good  and  reverend  sir,"  MJd 
Murray;  "you  transgress  (he  prudence  youneHn^ 
commended  even  now.-— We  are  now  close  upon  iki 
village,  attd  the  proud  Abbot  is  come  forth  at  (hi 
bean  of  his  hive^  Thou  baft  pleaded  well  for  km 
Warden,  othcrwiee  I  had  taken  thia  occasion  lopw 
down  the  neat  and  chase  away  the  roaka." 

"Nar,  but  do  not  bo,"  said  Warden;  '*  this  Wil- 
liam Allan,  whom  they  call  the  Abbot  Euataiiiui,  is  a 
man  whose  imafortunea  would  more  pr^udiea  atf 
cause  than  his  urosperitv.  Vou  cannot  inflitt  men 
than  he  ^^ill  eimure;  and  the  more  that  he  iamaddM 
beir,  the  higher  wUl  be  the  iiifluenc*  of  his  talenii  sod 
his  courage.  In  his  conventual  throne,  be  will  be  bat 
eoldly  looked  oti— disliked,   U  may  bc^  acd  tofiei 

t  To  ■tone  to  the  mcman  of  tke  leamvd  sad  inif^iirA 
Chalmrrp  for  hi^iiinc  ^TPhinn  in  impncb  ma  irfKakncAl  of^ 


igti4>ii  Mnif^mirif  the  diiHKii  of  lb*  rimrlsina.  ii*  tn  wSto 
nendiT  ham  our  f mtiflil  tbanki  bt  ibt  feHcitov  i  '       -  -  -  -    - 
itirown  <in  that  of  the  HouaAvfetewait,  1(111  m 
3rattiib  hliturr. 

Tbfl  acute  pen  ef  Lord  HaiTn,  wUrJt.  Uka  lJw<  tffwmr  Wi&mi, 
eoniured!  iO  manr  ibulaHi  fNnn  ScoiiMh  l^iorr,  hmd  <Jlb«iiwi 
BTnoEif  Lb«  tutl  tliMe  of  Q&tKjuo  And  Flk^^c*.  tlM  j^-ttxm  4 
whifh  fbbJej  lei  thp  ilkiiriotu  fartiiljr  of  jr^i^irart  vis^tiui  u  m- 
cfftlqr  twj'ond  Wnhef  th*  «an  of  AUan,  wha  »  Allu^if^ 
'nMbtoHudbu  of  WD  U1I&  iHitwd  aoti 


f5<       ^  ^     ^ufn^  of  Uh!  I>ou4laa  family  ai  Hume  of  O^^mft \ l^Wj^Br^^ig^  *S 


JSSS 


^  hw  orndfit  of  fold  mto  a  eniriflx  of  wood— 

travel  through  the  land,  an  oppreoMd  and 

Imnovenshed  man,  and  hia  paiianoeb  fiia  ekiqiieiice| 
ma  kmini.  will  win  move  hearta  from  the  aood 
causey  than  aQ  the  mitred  abbota  of  Scotland  naTe 
bean  able  to  make  piey  of  daring  the  iaat  hundred 
years.** 

**Ti»h!  toeh  i  bmu,"  eaid  Morion,  '* the  rerenuee 
af  the  Halidome  will  bring  more  men,  epeare,  and 
hoiaeai  into  the  field  in  one  day,  than  hia  preaching 
in  a  whole  lifetime.  Theee  are  not  the  days  of  Peter 
the  Hermit,  when  monke  could  march  armiee  from 
Bofdand  ta  Jeruealem ;  but  gold  and  aood  deeds  will 
•tilltfo  as  much  or  more  than  ever.  Had  Julian  Ave- 
Del  had  but  a  score  or  two  more  men  this  morning, 
Sir  John  Foster  had  not  missed  a  worse  welcome. 
I  aay,  oonfiacating  the  monk's  revennea  is  drawing 
hia  Ang-teeth." 

'*  We  will  surely  lay  him  under  oontiibntion,**  said 
Manrav ;  "  and,  moreover,  if  he  desires  to  remain  in 
hia  Abbey,  he  will  do  well  to  produce  Piercie  Shaf- 
toa." 

Aa  be  thus  spoke,  they  entered  the  maiket-plaoe. 
difltinsBishad  by  their  complete  armour  and  their 
lofty  plumes,  aa  well  as  by  the  number  of  fiollowers 
hearing  their  coloura  and  badges.  Both  these  pow- 
aMal  nobles,  but  more  e^piecially  Murray,  so  nearly 
allied  to  4he  crown,  had  at  that  time  a  retinue  and 
household  not  much  inferior  to  that  of  Scottish 
loyalty.  Am  they  advanced  into  the  maiket-place, 
a  paraniaant,  pressing  forward  from  their  train,  ad- 
drasaed  the  monks  in  these  wordst— **The  Abbot  of 
Saint  Mary's  is  commanded  to  appear  before  the 
Eari  of  Murray." 

''The  Abbot  of  St.  Mary's,"  saidJEustaca,  "  is.  in 
the  patrimony  of  his  convent,  superior  to  every  tem- 
poral lord.  Let  the  Eail  of  Murray,  if  he  seeks  him, 
come  himself  to  his  presence." 

On  receiving  this  answer,  Murray  smiled  scorn- 
frUy,  and,  dismounting  from  his  k>tty  saddle,  he  ad- 
vanced, accompanied  i>y  Morton,  and  followed  by 
others,  to  the  body  of  monks  assembled  around  the 
cross.  There  was  an  appearance  of  shrinking  among 
mem  at  the  approach  of  the  heretic  lord,  so  dreaded 
and  so  powerniL  But  the  Abbot,  casting  on  them  a 
slance  of  rebuke  and  encouragement,  stepped  forth 
nom  their  ranks  like  a  courageous  leader,  when  he 
seee  that  his  personal  valour  must  be  displayed  to  re- 
vive the  drooping  couraoe  of  his  followers.  "  Lord 
Jamee  Stewart*^  he  said,  '*  or  Earl  of  Murray,  if  that 
be  thv  title,  I,  Buatatius,  Abbot  of  Saint  MarVa  de- 
mand by  what  right  you  have  filled  our  peaoefiu  vil- 
laae.  %pid  sivrounded  our  brethren,  with  theee  banda 
01  armed  raeni  If  hospitality  is  sought,  we  have 
never  refused  it  to  courteous  asking— if  violence 
be  meant  against  peaoefol  churchmen,  let  na  know 
at  once  the  pretext  and  the  object  7" 

**  Sir  Abbot,"  said  Murray,  ^*  your  language  would 
better  have  become  another  age^  and  a  preaence  in- 
ferior to  oura.  We  come  not  here  to  reply  to  your  in- 
lenrogationa,  but  to  demand  of  you  why  you.  |iave 
broken  the  peace,  collecting  your  vaasala  in  arms,  and 
oonvocating  the  Queen's  Geges.  whereby  many  men 
hove  been  alaiiL  and  much  trouble,  perchance  breach 
of  amity  with  England,  ia  likely  to  ariee  7" 

"  Liaus  in  fabula,'*  answered  the  Abbot,  scorn- 
fully. ^*  The  wolf  accnsed  the  sheep  of  muddying 
the  stream -when  he  drank  in  it  above  hei^but  it 
.  served  as  a  pretext  for  devouring  her.  Convocate 
the  Queen's  iiegeal  I  did  so  to  defend  the  Queen's 
hmd  against  foreigners.  I  did  but  my  duty  i  and  I 
leant  I  had  not  the  means  to  do  it  more  eifecmally." 

^  And  was  it  alao  a  oart  of  your  duty  to  receive  and 
harbour  the  Queen  of  England's  rebel  and  traitor, 
and  to  inflame  a  vrar  betwixt  England  and  Scot- 
land T'  aaid  Murray. 

"In  my  younger  days,  my  lord,"  answered  the  Ab- 
mM,  with  the  sami  intrepidity,  **  a  war  with  England 

Xno  such  dreaded  matter;  and  not  merely  a 
d  abbot,  boond  by  his  rule  to  show  hospitality 
and  afford  sanctuary  to  all,  but  the  poorest  Scottisn 
peannt  would  have  been  ashamed  to  have  pleaded 
Mr  of  England  as  the  reason  for  abutting  l|is  door 
'a  aanecated  axila.   Bat  in  thoae  oldon  days, 


m 

thoRngliah  Beldonaawthafoqs.of  aSeotdshBOUa- 
man.  save  through  the  bars  of  his  visor."    .     ^  . 

*'  Monk  I"  saidthe  Earl  of  Morton,  sternly,  **  this 
insolence  will  little  avail  thee ;  the  days  are  gone  by 
whoi  Rome's  priests  weso  permitted  to  brave  noble- 
men with  impunity.  Qive  ua  up  this  Pierde  Shafton, 
or  by  tff  fother's  crest  I  will  set  thy  Abbey  in  a  bright 

"And  if  thoi3  dost,  Lard  nf  Morton,  iu  minfl  wjU 
tumble  above  ibiJ  tombs  i>f  thine  own  anoestara.  Be 
the  iiiaue  aa  God  wills,  ihe  Abbot  of  Siuni  Mnry*» 
gives  up  no  one  whom  be  haih  promise^I  to  ppotecu" 

"  Abbot  1''  said  Murray.  "  betfimk  th«e  ere  we  era 
drivL'ii  lo  deal  rouehly— me  hands  of  these  men^"  he 
said,  pointing  to  the  eoldierSi  "  will  muke  wild  work 
among  Bbnnca  and  cell 9^  if  we  are  compelled  to  under- 
take Ji  search  for  this  Engl  Lehman/* 

**  Vt  shall  Dot  need/'  a  aid  n  voice  from  the  crowd;  , 
and,  atlvnncing  graceful  I  y  before  the  Earla.  the  Eu- 
pbuj^t  rtung  from  him  the  man  tie  in  which  ho  wae 
muttlt  J.  "  Via  the  cloud  that  ehadowed  Sbafion  (" 
said  lie ;  "  behold,  my  lordiL  the  iCnight  of  Wilvertoti^ 
who  t^parra  you  tnejguilt  of  vioJeoca  and  sacnlefm." 

**  1  protest  before  Uod  and  man  aeainet  any  inTrao 
tion  of  the  pnvtlegea  of  this  house  said  the  Abbot, 
"by  iin  attempt  to  impose  violent  hands  upon  the 
person  of  dii^  nobfi;  knight.  If  there  be  yet  Bpirit  in 
a  S:^oetti4ii  Pnrlmment^  we  wjll  moke  you  bear  of  this 
ekewfaere,  my  lords  f 

"  Spare  your  threata,"  aaid  Murray,;  "it  may  he, 
my  purpose  with  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  ia  not  #uch  as 
thyu  dost  suppose— Attach  him,  punuivant,  aa  oar 
pnsoner.  rescue  or  no  rescue. ' 

"  I  yield  myseU;*'  said  the  Euphvist,  "  resenring  my 
right  to  defy  my  Lord,  of  Muiray  and  my  Lord  of 
Morton  to  single  duel 'even  as  one  gentleman  may 
demand  aatiafaction  or  another." 

"  Ton  ahall  not  want  those  who  will  answer  your 
challenge,  Sir  Knight,"  replied  Morton,  "without 
aspiring  to  men  above  thine  own  degree." 

^*  And  where  am  I  to  find  these  superlative  cham- 
pions," said  the  English  knight  "  whose  blood  runs 
more  pun  than  that  of  Piercie  Shaitonl" 

"  Here  is  a  fliffht  for  you,  my  lord  1"  aaid  Murray. 

"  As  ever  was  flown  by  a  wild-goose,"  said  Stawarth 
Bolton,  who  had  now  approtfcned  to  the  front  of  the 

. "  Who  dared  to  aay  that  wordi"  aaid  the  Euphuist, 
his  face  crimson  with  rage. 

"Tut  I  man/'said  Bolton,  "make  the  beat  of  it, 
thymother's  rather  was Amt  a  tailor,  old Overstitch 
of  Holdemes»— Why,  what!  hecauae  thou  art  a  mis- 
proud  bird,  and  despisest  thine  own  natural  lineage, 
and  ruffleat  in  unpud  sBks  and  velveta,  and  keepest 
company  with  gallanta  and  cutters,  must  we  lose  oar 
memory  for  that  1  Thy  mother,  MoU  Overstitch,  was 
the  prettiest  wench  in  those  parta— she  was  wedded 
by  wild  Shafkon  of  Wilvorton,  who,  men  aay,  waa 
akin  to  the  Piercie  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  blanket" 

"  Help  the  knight  to  some  strong  waters,"  said 
Morton ;  "  he  hath  fallen  from  aucn  a  height,  that 
he  ia  stimned  with  the  tumble." 

In  fact,  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  looked  like  a  man 
atricken  by  a  thunderbolt,  while,  notwithstsndinff  the 
seriousness  of  the  scene  hitherto,  no  one  of  those 
present,  not  even  the  Abbot  himself,  could  refrain 
from  laughing*  at  the  rueful  and  mortified  expression 
ofhisiaioe. 

"  LauAh  on,"  he  said  at  length,  "  laugh  on,  my 
masterck"  shrugging  his  shouldm :  it  is  not  for  me 
to  be  offended— yet  would  I  know  full  fain  fh>m  that 
squire  who  is  laughing  with  the  loudest,  how  he  had 
discovered  this  unhappy  blot  in  an  otherwise  spot- 
leas  Ibeage^  and  £v  what  purpose  he  hath  made  it 
knownl" 

"  /  make  it  known  T  aaid  Halbert  Glendinning,  ini 
aatomshment-^or  to  him  this  pathetic  appeal  wan 
made,— "I  never  heard  the  thing  till  thia  moment"* 

•  The  eonMnnoe  oTDtorokinff  the  initaUe  ^nxMj  of  Sir  Vinr- 
de  Shafton.  bf  praeeotinff  Mm  with  a  bodkin,  iodjcatire  of  Ms 
deteont  flpn  a  tailor,  k  borrowed  Bom  a  German  ramaoee.  oy  the 
eelebratod  TSeck.  palled  Dae  Peter  Manehon.  1  «l  The  liwan 
Petff.  Tliebetnff  who  giree  naoM  to  the  tale,  k  Uie'BurrceMt.ot 
eaatle  ■peetn.  cf  a^Oeimaii  fluniljr.  whom  he  eidt  with  1m  eon 
MUuhBdeftaditbdreMthibf  biiimmaatacaliwww.  Bsitha 


-^'  Wkjr,  aid  not  ffast  M  rarfrioMiir  latm  it  from 
thee?"  s^id  thekn^t,  in  inoreaiing amazement. 

**  Not  I,  by  Hea? en  1'*  said  Bolton ;  **  I  noror  saw 
the  youth  in  toy  life." 

"  Bot  you  havi  seen  htm  era  now^  my  worthy  mas- 
ter," said  Dame  Glendinnin&  bursting  in  her  turn 
from  the  crowd.  "  My  son,  tfiis  it  Stawarth  Solton, 
he  to  whom  wo  pwe  life,  and  the  means  of  preserving 
it^-if  he  be  prisoner,  as  seems  most  likely^  use  thine 
interest  with  these  noble  lords  lo  be  kind  to  the 
wkloVs  friend." 

*'  What,  my  Dame  of  tfas  Glen !"  said  Bdton, 
*  thy  brow  is  more  withered,  as  well  as  mine,  since 
we  met  last,  but  thy  tongue  holds  the  toaeh  better 
than  my  arm.  This  boy  of  thine  gave  me  the  foil 
sorely  this  morning.  The  Brown  Varlet  has  turned 
as  stout  a  trooper  as  I  prophesied ;  and  whero  is 
White  Head  r 

"^Alasl*'  said  the  mother,  looking  down,  "*  Ed- 
ward has  taken  orders,  and  beconM  a  monk  of  this 
Abbey." 

"  A  monk  and  s  soldier  !--BvU  trades  both,  my 
good  dame.  Better  hafve  made  one  a  good  master 
Mshioner,  like  old  Overstiteh  of  Holdemess.  I  sighed 
when  I  envied  you  the  two  bonny  children,  but  I  sigh 
not  now  to  call  either  the  monk  or  the  soldier  mme 
own.  The  soldier  dies  in  the  field,  the  monk  scarce 
Uves  in  the  cloister." 

"  My  dearest  mother,"  said  Halbert,  "  where  is 
BdWaid— can  I  not  speak  with  him  1" 

**  He  has  Jost  left  us  for  the  present,"  said  Father 
Philbt  *^  upon  a  message  from  the  Lord  Abbot" 

"  And  Mary,  my  dearest  mother?"  Sliid  Halbert— 
Mary  Avenel  was  not  far  distant  and  the  three  were 
soon  withdrawn  from  the  crpwo,  to  hear  and  relate 
their  vanote  chances  of  fortune. 

While  the  subordinate  peraenagea  thus  disposed  of 
themselves,  the  Abbot  held  serious  disonssion  with 
the  two  Earls,  and,  partly  yielding  to  their  demanda, 
partly  defending  himaelt  with  skill  and  eloquence, 
was  enabled  to  make  a  compositbn  for  his  Convent, 
which  left  it  provisionally  in  no  worse  situation  than 
before.  The  Barls  were  the  more  rsloetant  to  drive 
matters  to  extremity,  shioe  be  protested,  that  if  urged 
beyond  what  his  conscience  would  comply  with,  ne 
wonld  throw  the  whole  lands  of  the  Monastery  mto 
the  Queen  of  Scotland's  hands,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
her  pleasure.  This  wovfcl  not  have  answered  the 
views  of  the  Earls,  who  were  contented,  for  the  time, 
with  a  moderate-  sacfiflce  of  money  and  lands.  Mat- 
ters being  so  fqr  settled,  the  Abbot  tecame  an  ' 
for  the  fate  of  Sir  Piercas  Shaflon,  and  implored 
cy  in  his  hehalt 

**  He  is  a  coxcomb,"  ho  said,  **  my  lords,  but  ho  is  a 
generous,  though  a  vain  fool ;  and  it  ia  my  firm  beiief 
yott  have  this  day  done  him  more  pain  than  if  yon 
nad  run  a  poniard  into  him." 

"  Run  a  needle  into  him  yon  mean.  Abbot,**  said 
the  Earl  of  Morton ;  *'  by  mine  honour,  I  thought  this 
grandson  of  a  fashioner  of  doublets  was  descended 
from  a  crowned  head  at  last!'* 

"I  hold  with  the  Abbot,'*  said  Muiray:  ** there 
were  little  honour  in  surrendering  him  to  Elisabeth, 
but  he  shall  be  sent  where  he  can  do  her  no  iniury. 
Our  pursuivant  and  Bolton  shall  escort  him  to  Dun- 
bati^and  ship  him  off  for  Flandeea.— But  soft,  hero  he 
comes,  and  leading  a  female,  as  I  think.'* 

*' Lords  andothera,"  said  the  English  kni«it  with 
mat  solemnity,  "mshe  way  for  the  Lady  of  Piercie 
Shaflon— a  aecret  which  I  listed  not  to  make  known, 
till  Cite,  which  hath  betrayed  what  I  vainly  strove  to 
oonoeal,  makes  me  less  des&ious  to  hide  that  which  I 
now  announce  to  you." 

'*  It  is  Mysie  HaMer,  the  MiUer^s  daughttr,  on  my 
life !"  said  Tibb  Tacket  *'  I  thought  the  pride  of  these 
fiercies  would  ha«a  aft'.** 

fyrj^rf  f't^rf^r  i»  *».»  unforfi-tptilo  nn  mtlvi^er,  ihni  all  hi*  tounK^^lf, 
iliM'  arib  [urciiluririijF  iiticc^ji!!  iniJic  intrrn'tlinw  ruMEiUt.Aru'Lrt  ilui  ip»iw 
jtriioiiU^LS  Willi  iiiLnJui])  uiid  y<ith  L'uik.  'Hm  ^uLilfiful  !Uan;n.  i]« 
iiwrpor  of  Oil.'  hiiittiliMl  'C4iit\i\  Turn  h\  lovi-  with  b  Tmaiilrii.  tt* 
tliiHch^'^  "f  tt  cn'irhbonfirij;  ccmnl,  a  n\ta  af  tftvut  Pjidii,  vhu  r#- 
KiMV  liint  Iki  ttund  ufAUr  ri^"^  liid>\  an  artvuiinl  vf^m  ovrn  'ih 
fH'Tiuriif  *jf  i!-i*cv  nt  Tim  1  u^  tr ,  n^iju  Ijiih  E  m  mi  ki^nm  t*?d ,  n>tun« 
ji  tnlitr  f^uni^'T  •rilti  i\tn  DXruFf  PuUtT  hctw  i^n,  miiy  KiltlDIv::'  ihe 
u-  m*-  anil  s*H"'n  (iw  f  lirtfTt  iiM  %h*  ttrrimeni.  lIm;  (irEt  tiine  ih"iT 
cHUr  ttfi  014    lufMr  of  [KdipcnH-    Tlia  dwm  givia  bu  patrun  at 


tOkAT. 

""His  indMd  ihelcFMt?  IMndfe,**  stk!  tiMkingM 
"  whose  nMrits  toward  her  devoted  servant  desuimd 
higher  rank  than  he  had  H>  bestow." 

^*I  suspect,  though,"  said  Mnrray.  "that  we  sboold 
not  have  beard  of  the  Miller's  daughter  being  mnd^  « 
lady;  had  not  the  knight  proved  to  be  thegsandson  of 
a  tailor." 

**My  lord,'*  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  "it  is  poor 
valpur  to  strike  him  that  cannot  smite  again ;  md  I 
hope  you  will  consider  what  is  due  to  a  prisoner  by 
the  law  of  arm&  and  say  nothmg  more  on  this  odkHM 
subject  When  I  am  once  more  mine  owAman,  I  will 
find  a  new  road  to  dignity.*'  # 

"  Shape  one,  I  presume/'  said  the  Earl  of  Morton, 

**  Nay,  Douglas,  yon  will  drive  him  mad,*'  said  Mnr^ 
ray;  **  besides,  we  have  other  matter  in  hand—I  mm} 
see  Warden  wed  GlendinningwithMiiry  Avenel,  ana 

f>ut  him  in  possession  of  his  wife's  castle  without  de* . 
ay.  It  will  be  best  done  ere  our  forces  leave  tfaest 
parts.*' 

**  And  I,'*  said  the  Miller,  "have  the  like  griat^ 
grind ;  for  I  hope  some  one  of  the  good  fathen  wm 
wed  my  wench  wim  her  gay  bridegroom:'* 

"  It  needs  not,**  said  Shafton,  "the  ceremonial  bath 
been  solemnly  performed." 

"  It  will  not  be  the  worse  oT  another  bolting,"  said 
the  Miller;  "it  is  always  best  to  be  sure,  as  I  nay 
when  I  chance  to  td^e  multmv  twice  from  (he  sama 
meal*  sack.'* 

"  Stave  the  Miller  off  him,*'  said  Murray,  **  or  he 
will  worry  him  dead.  The  Abbot,  my  lord,  oflera  na 
the  hospitality  of  the  Convent ;  I  move  we  should  re- 
pair thfther,  Sir  Piercie  and  all  of  us.  I  muat  learn  ta 
know  the  Maid  of  AveneL— to-morrow  I  must  act  aa 
her  father— All  Scotland  shall  see  how  Murray  caa^ 
reward  a  Ihithfol  servant."* 

Mary  Avenel  and  her  lover  avoided  meeting  tta 
Abbot,  and  took  up  their  temporary  abode  in  a  house 
of  the  village,  where  next  day  their  nands  were  united 
by  the  Protestant  preacher  in  presence  of  the  two 
Earls.  On  the  same  day  Piercie  ShafYon  and  hia 
bnde  departed,  under  an  escort  which  waa  to  con- 
duct him  to  the  sea-side,  and  see  him  embark  for  the 
Low  Countries.  Early  on  the  following  momins, 
the  bands  of  the  Earls  were  under  march  to  the  Cas- 
tle of  Avenel,  to  Invest  the  young  bridegroom  with 
the  prc^rty  of  his  wife,  which  was  surrendered  to 
them  witbont  opposition. 

But  not  without  those  omens  which  Sbemed  to 
mark  every  remarkable  event  wluch  befell  the  fated 
family,  did  Mary  take  possession  of  the  ancient  cas- 
tle of  her  forefathere.  The  same  warlike  form  which 
had  appeared  more  than  once  atGlendearg,  was  seen 
by  Tibb  Tacket  and  Martin,  who  returned  with  their 
young  mistress  to  partake  her  altered  fortunea.  It 
glided  before  the  cavalcade  as  they  advanced  upon 
the  long  causeway,  parsed  at  each  drawbridge,  and 
flourished  its  hand,  as  in  triumph,  as  it  disappeared 
under  the  j^lopmy  archway,  which  was  surmounted 
by  the  insignia  of  the  house  of  Avenel.  The  two 
trusty  servants  made  their  vision  only  known  to 
Dame  Glendinning,  who,  with  much  pnde  of  heart, 
had  accompanied  her  son  to  see  him  take  his  rank 
among  the  barons  of  the  land.  "  O,  my  dear  bairn !" 
she  exclaimed,  when  she  heard  the  tale,  "  the  CMtle 
is  a  grand  place  to  be  sure,  but  I  wish  ye  dinna  a' 
desire  to  be  oack  in  the  quiet  braes  of  Glendearg  bo* 
fore  the  play  be  phiyed  out"  But  this  natural  reflec- 
tion, spnn^ng  from  maternal  ftnxiety.  was  soon  for*  ^ 
gotten  amid  the  busy  and  pleasing  task  of  examhung 
and  admiring  the  new  hamtadon  of  her  son. 

While  these  afllure  were  passinsL  Edward  had  hid- 
den himself  and  his  sorrows  in  the  paternal  Towei 
of  GKendearg,  where  every  object  was  mil  of  matter 
for  bitter  reflection.  The  Abbot's  kindness  had  des- 
patched him  thither  upon  pretence  of  placing  some 

He  if  next  firhunSuniieKivupSte^ on  the  nil^tofUt  OaSF 
U..ha«theeffbotacoordin<^.  '^S""JrJJj22?**2?'t*V"^ 


'If  w«'raroaMr  tiM  JhSSStta  '*?i^^§^**''"l'!M^|{?{2 
ufourmbA. --&M  wiSk  Aimi  an  inSSoua  alletwr* 


anyKZXXTn.1 


THB  MONAfinnERT. 


MMra  belonging  to  the  Abbey  m  safety  and  ii)e<rreey  i 
bat  inrMlity  tojrreverit  hig  witneseing  die  triumph 
of  his  brother.  Th  rd  tigh  the  d^^serted  apanmQn  is,  t  h^ 
•MOB  of  K)  many  biiitr  refit^jtiimsv  the  unhoppv 
IfOVtb  stalked  like  a  diecontented,  ghogt,  conjuring  up 
•rmand  him  at  every  step  ttew  eubjecis  for  sorrow 
•nd  for  telf-torai6ni.  Impatient,  at  lengthy  of  iti^ 
ststs of  irritation  mid  agontzod  recoil cx:tion  in  which 
he  found  himself,  he  ruahtxi  out.  and  w^lkisd  iiasuly 
op  the  ideh,  as  if  to  phakt;  off  ihe  load  which  hung 
■pon  bis  mind.  The  Btin  wqa  aeuing  wh^n  tie 
ivsched  the  entrance  of  Corri-nan-^hian^  and  the  re- 
eollsction  of  what  ho  had  seet\  when  be  last  viaitcd 
chst  haunted  ravine,  burnt  on  hia  tniad.    He  ytva&  tn 

•  hurooaTi  however^  rather  to  seek  out  dauger  than  to 
•void  it. 

**  I  will  face  this  mp£ic  bclnfit."  he  said  ;  ''  shg  foro- 
told,  tha  late  whidi  hna  wr^ipped  me  in  iniadresB^  — 
I  will  know  whether  f^ho  ha^i  au^ht  elAe  to  tcU  nio  of 

•  tile  which  cannot  but  bo  miecrabie,'* 

He  failed  not  ta  see  (ho  White  Spirit  ««ated  b/  bar 
accustomed  haunt,  and  singing  in  ber  usual  Low  and 
sweet  tone.  WbiEd  she  sung  she  lieemed  to  Look 
wicti  sorrow  on  her  golden  zone,  which  waa  now  dU 
Miniahed  to  the  fineness  of  a  silken  thread. 
•NPtaj  theq  well  tboo  Hdttj  gnm  i 
ViUi  ail  tlur  flmn^  niHncicli  l»n4uir. 

itartlfiiff  the  bewJMerTUnd, 
WhoMQt  tlae  wav«  without  a  wiaeL 


flball  thbd  munnur  to  mj  lonc, 
yrsu  Jk"  iryttal  bubbles  M^^Rft 
A«iV  t*«  Him  m  mjstte  Haodflt. 


RJM  and  fwan.  ars  bontand  loiC, 
Ljke  mortal  fduinM  bjr  fixtum  ooit 

"Tlie  knot  of  Ikto  at  lenfth  li  tied, 
Tlw  Chttri  i«  Loid.  the  Maid  li  Biida. 
YaJBtTdidmrniacioslo   ' 
Bond  tho  lover  froin  her 
Wither  both,  and  parieh 
FaU'nh  lofty  ATeneir 


wifihti 
■hwell. 


The  Vision  seemed  to  weep  while  she  song :  atis 
the  words  impressed  on  Edward  a  melancholjr  be-^ 
lief  that  the  alliance  of  Mary  with  his  brother  might 
be  iatal  to  them  both. 

Here  terminates  the  First  Part  of  the  Benedictine's 
Manuscript.  I  hsTS  in  Tain  endeavoured  to  ascer- 
tain the  precise  period  of  the  story,  as  the  dates  cannot 
be  exactly  reconciled  with  those  of  the  most  accre- 
dited historiea.  But  it  is  astonishing  how  careless  the 
writers  of  Utopia  are  upon  these  important  subjects. 
I  observed  that  the  learned  Mr.  Laurence  Templeton, 
in  his  late  publication^  entitled  Ivanhos,  has  not 
only  blessed  the  bed  of  Edward  the  Confessor  with 
an  offspring  unknown  to  history,  with  sundry  other 
solecisms  of  the  same  kind,  but  has  inverted  the  or- 
der of  nature,  and  feasted  his  swine  veith  acorns  in 
the  midst  of  summer.  All  that  can  be  alleged  bj[  the 
warmest  admirer  of  this  author  amounts  to  this,— 
that  the  pircumstances  obiected  to  are  just  as  true  as 
iutf  rem  oi  ine  siory  {  wnicn  appears  to  me  vmors  es- 
pecially in  the  matter  of  the  acorns)  to  be  a  very  im- 
perfect defence^  and  that  the  author  will  do  well  to 
PTo6t  by  Captain  Absolute's  advice  to  his  servant, 
and  never  tell  him  more  lies  than  are  indispsnsaUf 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  ABBOT 


f  KiJit  what  II  nfd  in  tM  introda«boii  Id  tha  MoDAaterr,  it 
BBBt  iHHMwaarhlr  bis  inrartvd,  tUmt  l\^4■.  Jkutimi  cofiiididPEMl  that 
nm&iiGb  ft>  kofiidtJiinjr  v«ty  I  ilia  4  railure.  It  in  trud  tliQ  book- 
•iJtertdid  aat  (Dni,[j]aii]  of  the  xalc^  UecaiuKipUnbiai  tin  very  TelL- 
cjlma  oecuiDnd,  or  tin  ihow  whic)i  ar«  eiiutlli;  Llie  niver«<i;, 
Utofwy  potHduitr  M  n(»t  fi>ne<l  arlDjit  br  a  ungle  publicftLtun- 
liewe  wt  ba  oJlDWcd  (^  tfiq  tide  both  to  fluw  and  ebb.  But 
I  vwm  fldDflciDtu  tliAt,  in  m^  ntuat^ftiiT  n^t  Xo  advuica  wdb  iri 
•0—  Jagieu  tn  wcHc,  nnil  belAir  OHttinlLr  anwillinf  ta  liiinls 
thai  tba  principLo  ordtcay  iar  in  ntj^Klf,  [  wAPnt  Iciftwtdesiruue 
LalUHwaf  d  cerUiLnt>\  whether  llw  JetTi*  of  diictiuntcnarjce 
vfaiefa  I  had  irtrumrd,  wu  iipw  ^winp  (jiian  Ul-minacecl  »if^r;»p 
araa  iU-cltiMoii  nibjccL 

I  WHB  nvrer,  I  conrt»§.  one  i>r  tlt'>re'  ivho  are  willing  to  lup^ee 

I  of  an  author  lo  ba-^litintluriiiillCh  wlucli  will  notaEAftd 

I  a  flinele  c-nsAininj^    nnd  who  nm  eri':rruillr  tiDLTpinv  to 

, J  autlion  to  husband  their  etTiirli,  ami  to  N'ChJirj'  of  men 

jrpatation.  i«t  it  gto^  hJtrkncyed  in  tiia^ym  Dfmen,  PcJ'hati* 
I  wa«,  and  h4VQ  alwari  been,  tbn  more  imljli^rpnt  tu  Ltie  degri^u 
of  eatima.lion  in  which  I  mt{:Fjt  be  hv-Ui  a*  iin  aiiTliar^  bucnuie  t 
4id  not  put  pn  hi^b  a  v-aliio  aitntiny  otharriu^^on  ifrhnt  i*  tartiicd 
htervf  reiimaiioa  in  i\\(i  ahiEmct.  or  at  Lcins!  u[M>n  tti4&  ipfHzIci 
of  pQpulajitjr  which  had  falLcii  lo  my  tlmr^  ;  for  iJiou^'h  it  wure 
wn*  thuti  hEfiKJittion  ta  Lk-iiy  ihat  mf  vuniiji'  wn»  itatiiiijnd  nt 
mf  iiteoeu  iri  thu  dcftiirtmerit  in  whtch  chance  had  in  Km\o 
Bffaaora  eoLuted  idc^^  t  wot,  nciTrth^^ltriJS,  f^r  Trotri  thmkin;  that 
ttefiotaliit  «f  rontiirti^  wriuir  HUindi  kiirrli  in  the  mnki  priKc- 
nO^t*  Butt  ipaie  thi^  reader  further  cfotitm  an  tliii  <iibjfie.ti  as 
I  biuv  AxprRMod  ID  J  ojnaion  v^^ry  Aill^  in  iholntiulLietory  EpintEe 
to  tli«  PunuuMof  Nif^l,  nrctechtiuti;  nnil  althoujph  it  bo  cftm 
pqaed  in  an  imaftnary  chJir:acEcr,  Jtii  ai  iincero  hnd  cundidau  if 
IT  bMd  bocn  i^Tiit4.>Q  "  wJLliout  my  cown  and  h&nd" 

Id  a  vi^rd,  when  [dortiidere^  myM^irbii  havm^f  heiin  unfucc«4»- 
fti.  intho  Monajtary^  ]  uoj  tfcupTtd  10  try  whcthcff  [  cciuLd  u^tt 
rHtfirc.  even  at  tim  ri«1c  of  I  □  tall}-  lomn^;,  my  to  r^ihud  Kputatioo. 
t'raiMw  hojord— 1  lr™knd  murid  tny  lihr^rr,  and  poutd  not  but 
oWTTici,  that»  f)mm  the  tiinf:  of  Clia.uci'r  to  tiial  of  U^roi^  the 
atoat  {MpuEor  authors  ha.v^  been  ll^ie  rnuit  prDlifti;.  Even  the 
initarcU  iuhnKFti  allnwid  limt  tlH>  'lurilitr  ofn^ndincu  and  ^itu- 
%KKm  had  a  merit  iri  tr»&ir,  huiependc^tii  iiftJiiri  intrjiiji  jet  value  of 
i,ha  eonpoiitionr  Talking  of  Churcbitl,  1  beiiev^,  who  had  h^titu 
mmt  n  his  prteiitdira<d  «yeit,  ho  nthiwod  httn  that  of  fRrtility, 
with  tonka  aueh  qnalificalion  anthii,"^  A.  CTabapiileam  bear  but 
eiBlM  after  sj I ;  bat  there  ii  a  ifreat  di/I^frtnc^  m  favnar  of  tj^iat 
irhich  biwrt  ft  larfa  quantiry  of  fniit,  hoi^evar  indLtfk}rent,  and 
tlut  vhli^  prodiiioaa  onlf  a  i^w.'^ 

liitAms  nmn  At«e>miv«trat  the  i>fitnarchi  of  liiaTature,  whom 
euRf  wu  4a  lotitf  u  it  wnt  brilhant,  L  thought  L  perc«i,T^d  Uiat 
IM  tlw  buff  and  (irolonred  errtirse  of  CKorhon,  thcti^  were  no 
■    '  jional  rkilurri.  but  Ehai  ilitl  ihow  who  were  fnvyur 


Um  of  tiheir  b«4  triumpNed  o^r  tbt^^e  HilBcarrinefti.  Uy  ihn  new 
ttiarta  which  they  maden  tl^eirtrpnri  were  ubh  tern  led,  thfry  be- 
qne  iidentilkd  with  ihn  LttornLurtii  oif  iht'lr  cuuntj-y,  and  after 
|i4«fB£'  1(Mt|^riBc^i*Qd  ]aMr  frum  ttn^  eirjticd,  came  in  lonKi  dc^i^ri^e 
Hi  inspoaa  tt  And  when  »uc>)  a  writer  wan  at  Innetti  t^jilled  front 
the  lOBne.  his  dfnih  Arvt  made  the  public  if^niiibTe  vrhata  lafire^ 
thB«  h«  had  oonupied  in  tb^ir  Btbrntjon.  I  rccot1er:t^d  a  pai 
tkftf  in  Orirrtm'd  CWiiTf^Bpoadenca,  that  while  un-e^thiLUiited  V-nl- 
lant  KNii  forth  trart  after  Iriet,  ta  the  nvry  cloi«.or  a  lonff  lifi% 
Hi*  flrm  imprtsufirtn  roada  branch  aa  it  ni^paared.  w-**,  tliat  11 
«ii  ifUTerior  to  ici  pi«dee«iioin  ,  an  opinion  adopted  from  Ukj 
(nHii^idiH  that  the  Patriarch  of  fvnwy  mnAt  at  ^^u^^  An4  t}io 
Mint  mHri  wbii^h  ha  wa^iu  dueling?.  Biit  t^ie  op  mi  on  of  the  public 
intUr  ranked  in  cU'CceviDn  the  last  of  VoltainV#  E^jdayti  nn  tliic 
■ima  footmiwith  those  which  hnd  funnortychanrtf-diherrBiich 
nition.  Tha  infortinca  frum  thli  and  siEuiLar  faet£  netrm^d  to  mo 
Ut  b«,  that  rww  worko  womi  olTen  jiidAed  of  hy  the  pohhei  nai  no 
asaeft  from  lh*)ir  own  intrinsic  mtnt,  a*  from  estrinDii;  idt^a* 
wiiicli  feadi?ri  bad  pricviDUily  fnnrrtHJ  wilb  re^iird  In  tliL'tn,  and 
ohtr  which  a  writer  mip^bt  brjpe  to  triumph  br  pationc^  and  by 
auftkia,    Thero  U  a.  riik  m  the  atletnpt ; 

'*  If  he  fjiJl  Sft,  iood  nJihi,  or  ilitk  or  iwim" 

But  thii  ta  a  chance  in  evident  to  averj  hterury  attampL,  and  by 
ulLjicli  oien  of  a  lanfiiine  tenipnr  ^rv  Uttio  innvbd, 

ImiiT  lUojimto  wh^tl  ini!!an,  by  ihi^  fcMflinri  of  mntt  men  in 
umilioi-  if  we  have  found  anyniac^  imrtimtlarJy  tediuus,  or 
m  in  aiqpeciali  decree  inlert-aiinjr,  pnirtictilarlv  ■horl,  or  much 
laapcT  Uhh  we  eit>^ct£d,  our  imaifi nation*  nne  10  apt  to  cxajf- 
fciftia  the  orlfinal  impre^iion,  that  on  reiicieiLidl  tijt?  joum&y, 
*t  BumUy  find  that  wc  iiav«  cflnnidertibly  o^er-ratcd  the  ptL^- 
tUrislDalinvqiuJityi  and  the  road  aiitienn*  lo  t^e  duller  or  mure 
plaoiaat,  aboreer  or  mora  ttsdioij^,  Ihnn  what  wo  t:Jip«*'lfld,  and 
titamqaxntiy,  than  what  i«  the  bniu^l  catrW  It  nlQE|hrE^s  a  third 
w  foottii  jc]urfH<'y  to  enable  U8  to  form  an  accurate  judement  of 
lubeaiitjr*  it^  leogth,  or  ita  other  attrjbutt'^. 

Iflfba-HUn^  Riaitner^  tlio  public^  judginfr  of  ape  w  wock^  which 
it  mcfsi^m  [leriiapi  wit^i  Utile  uirpeciatiun,  if  utirtirLi^d  into  ap^ 
Ipiiaiie^  bec'jiraefi  VPty  Qtien  efjiltnir.,  gtwn  n  ftvat  dr^dl  inE^rc 
ofttiiofc^tioo  111  an  ii  duE*.  and  elevates  Lh^j  rhild  of  lt*  immediate 
fiiwiitaa  rank  which,  ait  it  »fl4?rt*  the  auThnr,  it  \*  couJiHy 
diOealtto  keep,  and  pamfLJl  to  1o*l%  If,  on  t^jiit  ofcftfiuri,  thti 
iafhof  OenbJat  at  the  hr^i^ht  to  wliich  lie  u  raiied,  acid  bcciMnei 
■biiit  of  tba  ahaduw  of  hu  owarvnown^  Iiq  may  uidccd  ncirti 


frota  the  Jot^rr  vltb  ihs  pnsa  wbidh  ba  hu  djmwn,  bat  In 
futura  a^e*!  hii  Donour  wiLJ  ba  only  in  pfopoifiiiM  id  bit  IIJUMIIIL 
If, DD tb<}  contmrTi  ho  mthr* a^in  tdU» tht  liitii,  liftia mn  InlM 
judged  wiih  ■avei'itr  puipattiutuni  to  dw  IkMotr  Ihnravof  On 
puhE ic-  I f  he  bo  daun Eo d  hy  a.  bad  nn^pikia  «i  thiaWcavn!  Witm- 
rfiou,  hD  mar  afftin  tecome  u  ■  e ranatr  to  tho  ar^iia,  If. on  tlia  ir«ia- 
tiary,  liecaji  boap  hja  ground,  and  inland  tha  «butU4!Cpq.k'iii  i^W 
of  Nin|  atnick  uvano  down,  ha  will  pni^^bahly,  al  EcDf  Lh.  hol'd 
witli  toEiie  iDOrtainty  lli«  l?vul  in  pdhiir  (HEuniun  whieh  henuay  ba 
ft'Und  lo  deiicrvo  ;  otid  he  may  p«rhapi  hvnai  of  nrTibtijEi^  the 
^meral  nt  lent  ion,  in  t}ie  lome  monn-er  qj  the  Bacht-Eor  BamjKi& 
CmroMja,  of  Axinif  lii#  weaLh«rcock  Lb  ijiraJda  of  ^tUIo  for 
u'veka,  monttiin  or  yeoft,  tljat  i>i  for  ba  lona  aji  the  windr  ahal] 
unifitrtiiCy  blow  from  one  quarUBr,  To  tliin  cTeiree  of  populnritr 
ihe  Butliorha^t  (.ho  bardihood  to  aapire,  w>iil^p  in  urnii^rt^i  niTaia 
it,  he  aMumed  the  daring  r^tsoljtior^  to  keep  hiriiieLf  in  llie\i^w 
of  ihi»  public  by  frcyufnl  nppcarnnc*'"  before  Ihem- 

ti  mu^i  b«  ad4jed.  Ihai  Die  authur'^  uj'cofftiitu  gnv^  him  tha 
igritrdicr  courage  to  reuc^  hi*  altvmpti  to  pLeorie  Hie  public^  and 
nn  advanlAiro  ifmilar  lo  Umt  wluch  Jurk  tho  Uiani-killej'  fa- 
ce jved  fram  Wta  octal  of  darkncfiJ.  In  M-iidm^  I  he  Ahbvt  forth 
■0  jwon  after  the  r^lonoaleryr  he  iiad  oied  the  wuLl-kouwii  pno^ 
tjco  reeu^i] Encoded  by  Liiuijianio  ^^ 

**  tj3  FAy  lehool  dfhy*,  *hrB  1 1i«f)  l^it  attt  ibafl, 

r  thol  n,nnihrt  of  die  MfIC  t^mn  fljj[ht. 

Til*  m-](  mm*  iT*y,  wiilt  muH  »^viud  vitcb, 

To  fii*!  Oi*  mha  ftfrih.*' 

And,  toeeniinu^tho  timit«,  his  fbafCa,  Tike  ihone  ■:ir  th«  li*»ier 
Aja-tn  were  d]«charp<d  morB  rrfldily  that  tho  nfrhnjr  was  ttn  rii- 
R  crc&«and4 10  crl  t  iciiin » pcrsoaaEH  §  peaking^  aa  U  ie,  G 1  ecian  arctief 
undT'r  hin  brother's  Kvenfold  Fhield, 

Should  the  readnr  de>ire  tii  knuiv  upon  wh&t  prii]C:i;il>pt  tl%«i 
Abbot  wat  0!il.4ci^d  to  amend  tlic  fortune  of  the  Monaiilery.  I 
havii'  flptt  to  n:^aeiitiiiji!BittCnTkon  tn  th^^lnlrodurlory  ^pJAtla  ad* 
dreawd  to  the  fmajrinar/  CnpEinn  Clutlerbuck  5  a  mode  by  whieti, 
liko  hia  pred^ctiAiiAni  tn  thid  walk  of  ficiLun,  tlm  rc^dl  auttior 
niakun  one  uf  hii  {trumaSi^ prf^sm  the  mran*  of  cutnniunicjatifif 
hia  r»wn  ai;TiTETnenl-i  to  the  pubhi^,  Nnmcwhat  more  nrtj'fieially 
than  by  a  direct  addrc^  to  Ehe  retidcri-  A  phia»ine  FfPFirh 
wTtEorof  fairxEalei,  Monsieur  Htjofi,  author  «f  U*  HiHory  ijf 
Vriocf^  ^oly,  ha»  *et  adiv4:riii]|Mhnitile  of  tba  ifiuie  machinery^ 
where  li«  rntrodu^ei  the  prcftidin#  Gicn^ua  of  Une  land  uf  Ro- 
man ee  coiivf  nlnf  wilh  one  of  llu;  patmmgiti  nf  tJie  Lal«. 

tn  ihir  1ntTO{iuctorr£pi>tj#.  tkie  auU'ior  comniunieates^  in  cin> 
fidettr'^,  to  C'aptfti]!  {Jluiierbuck,  Iti*  aCiiK  that  the  Whrto  Ladf 
had  nut  met  the  ta^ie  ef  Uie  lirnui,  and  hja  ruaikjn  for  wiitt- 
druwini^her  from  thn  irrene.  'iltio  author  did  not  deem  it  eiitinlly 
rteceitimry  to  be  m  ndi  d  Tir#pecti  n  r  tno  ther  n)  tufi  i  ioil  The  JSlo 
naitery  was  desijjiined,  at  nr«t,  to  Lavft  coa rained  lomei  fupema-' 
lurai  iigr-.-ncy^  nrjiiing  out4)f  tlte  fact^  that  Melr^w;  had  been  iha 
pJary  uf  deposit  of  rhe  prfBi  Rubrfi  Bmce'i  htaiu  The  writer 
ibmnk,  however,  fioni  filhnjt  tip.  in  tbia  particulnr,  the  »ketch 
oa  ii  WDM  origliinily  tmi!:ud  -,  tior  did  hDvcnt.iinJ  tn  rccunier  in  tht 
cohtinnatioD,  the  cubject  which  b»  had  left  unnattempied  in 
Oie  orij;inal  worJt,  Thu*,  lliu  iti&ident  of  the  duirovery  of  Ih* 
heatt,  which  occutiiieri  ihtf  greater  pnrt  of  ibe  ]iitrmluciiun  to  lb« 
MoDajRrE!ry„t9a  myiterjf  unuarrsfarjly  ifitrudueed,  and  which  re- 
mains at  laat  ifery  imperlectjy  ei^^laincd.  In  dm  pnrtir.ulan  I  waa 
hiLpoy  lEi  Hliruud  myai^lf  by  the  eKBmt.^:(i  uf  Utf  auUitir  of  "  Caleb  , 
WjlUama,"  whs*  never  condH«rend«  lu  Inform  uj  of  Lhe  aciual 
cont^nu  of  that  Iron  Cheit  which  makei  sMrh  a  (!<ure  in  hn 
tntorufitinir  work,  and  fivei  Uicnome  in  Mt^  Cidni<aii'i  drama. 

Tl>s  public  had  lome  dnun  to  imimre  into  thia  inarier,  but  it 
Boenied  indinbrent  policy  in  liie  author  to  five  thp  e}[  pi  amotion. 
For,  wbatiiiv»rpmij«  mar  bs  due  to  the  in  tenuity  which  bnnet 
toaRnemL  combination  all  the  luomthrendiofn  narrative,  tiliu 
lhe  KniiMsr  at  tlwj  Aniftiiinf  of  bar  ■iockiiiir,  J  oni  art?ntly  de- 
r«ii{>d  if  in  tuany  canci  a  auperior  nd'^anta^  It  not  atiaiued, 
b  y  llhP  a  ir  of  real  1  ty  w  hich  the  deilc  j«ncy  of  expl  nua  ti  on  a  I  Uir  bca 
to  n  wi»rk  wriTicn  on  a  different  cyi»rcm-  Jn  hfn  iian^lf,  mnrir 
thir^i^i  bL^fhll  every  mortal,  of  whicti  th*;  individual  imvtrknowa 
Eb#  real  caujw  or  ormio  i  and  were  wu  to  point  out  tbe  ttioat 
merked  dj.sitincTion  between  a  mni  and  a  flctLtiuui  narmtiv^^  wa 
wuuhl  Ehy,  that  the  fonner^  in  rufisruucc  tu  tli^  remote  cnuwca  of 
lti€  erenla  it  ret'il'Ti,  iJi  ohiirure,  doublfuL  and  rpyatinriouA; 
whereas,  in  the  lati^^r  caae,  it  li  u  |iart  of  riie  aurhor**  duly  to 
otfurJ  !tii[ijinit.tory  dslaiJi  Mpttn  tho  cau«u  of  the  leparatif^veQEi 
lie  has  recorded,  and,  in  a  word,  la  nre/'juat  for  every  thiai.^ — 
Tbe  render,  hk<r  Mua|ro  ih  the  Padlock,  wilE  not  bo  aatt^ned 
witti  hraruig  wiiat  he  i#nol  mflde  fully  to  eomprshend. 

J  omitted,  there fum.  in  tbe  Intr^pductiuii  lo  thu  Abbot,  aiif 
atih>EnpE  lE]  L'^plamtJie  pi^evloua  fliury,  or  lo  apulogJ^uf  forunin^ 
tullinbihty. 

Ni'iii'ti'.'r  wnuld  it  hav-a  t«aii  prvdant  10  have  tndearourcd  to 
pniclaiiii  iJi  lhe  intriidurti&n  to  lh<!  Abbtit,  tba  rtinl  iiirinf,  hjf 
which  I  hoped  it  mijrbt  attruet  a  4ETTater  d<^ff^^f^of  int«T«flil  tUaa 
it»  >mmef  I  in  t«  pfridcc-fuiaor.  A  lak  in(i;  1 1  LEe,  or  i  h«  antto  unocmioiit 
DfaftupuLarnulijeet,  id  a  rrcipe  for  fuccub*  much  tn  lb  tour  willl 
ImokDcllerF,  btit  which  nutbon  wJII  n^it  nlwnytflnd  ethcictowi 
The  cau«7>  iri  worth  aipiitneut't  cjiamioalion. 

Thu'fi-  occur  in  every  count r>' tome  ittrtiTlarhiaEMnciil  .cl}an»^ 
len,  VI  hicii  are,  tike  a  spell  of  f{|iji!t£^a^>aceije«Mc^<Mt*  ifftriMitF 
and  atirncl  ati«ntivn,  pjncs  <^*fcry  one  in  tii^AifhD^A  de(fre"  Iw 
Unvoted  in  the  laud  whiob  they  belooi  to,  bat  b«a/d  tmich  «C 


INTBODUCnON  TO  THB  ABBOT. 


{hern,  tmA  tMin  It)  iktAr  marb.  A  tile  taminion  tlia  T"*  im 
•r  Altm4  or  blisulj^jiJi  in  Lncland,  at  ef  WftHAce  m  H  ^  in 
8r4tiJdrid,  \m  furo  by  tjid  very  nanoiJDeeniDnt  to  eicite  [lu'^     sih 

eontciiLi  of  tJ»e  work  an  known.  Thu  m  of  tti*  I«jit  i  rfp 
iji<y<  10  ilm  honkmH^r,  wtio  UAt  <tnd^>  lo  IM«  rii?  t-  <  ■  »1 
prirtiBifi,  "  brambt  h(Mim»"  4M  In*  cjufJbj.'  beinf  i^rpfitd.  N'  <  ,  ii 
A  difltanrnt  eoiw  mriU)  tJMi  Author,  iinca  it  cohtioi  L«  den 4-  lat 
v«  uv  Apt  to  ^1  letat  m  tiiOed  w  i  e  ti  tito  h  orlu  fi  fw  t  li  e;  |i  i^  ,ve 
tosen  incni^dd,  bfiitluiAnd  ImudAiory  DilvprUnemcnUp  i"  Br^ 
tnin  eitngft-inUjii  cK^iectationJi,  Tim  ini«jiL|un  ft(  Uw  u'.'  laa 
biRTfl  JiDtij;.ipiit0(l,  mnd  coiMeoncaivod  or  iQinGprflxintfld.  il- 
ttiou|li  ihe  dJOIciultr  of  c!»culinf  Uib  wortc  njFam  rani(nd#  i^*^  of 
flnTcfiiir'a  ttilt  ef  *'  oHwrwalkiu^  t  rumy^t  rDorhv  luud,"  jft  eIm 
td^iantDnrmmt  luok  rbr  manr  rid>euJB  if  be  Ikili,  iLoii  a^pKlaun 
if  Iw  BSBOitev,  bli  BBdartiklnr« 

^fotwiEh^amttfif  %■  rbk*  which  tlmuld  maka  an  iliorf  p n  li  m 
thdy  odfHit  iittiHHnB  whiGli,  dKoiimr  fvnoraJ  intorori  Km'.  lo- 
Htr,^op«nih«  jffnimxin  &t  dimppiiwUiiuGi.  h'^  Hv,-.  be 
4a  in  judiaiDo*  mfutBLloci  w  liirJi  i  tivuEd  deter  itic  ;.toG  tor  l  ,l  . .  i  ter 
tVom  aiT?in|iit4n^  to  inrrcid^cB  tiiituTicai  pnttfmaU^  tnpnuJy  iajm 
th&  tliffifnii  If  of  cjiOctitinf  liiv  tiuk  tn  A  inlijbctory  niiiu)ae'r4— 


wfrf h*  he  Uii^tv  ujuu-Oft  sn4  uvrt'on  Wfly  ftflfcrc  t^^ 


]     '-  i:*i>fj:Lm\]y  when  l]p  i*  wnnblv  <^f  Ifjsinf  stf^Wiii  'witb  i  \ 
m    >^r  ^lAt  an  mvEiL'ii'  milt  ho  jBitMcd  in  v^me  witJi  mddrt.  i 
strleetbon  of  nihjM^ct  or  titla  bj  j«  iti«dl  ItkcMj  to  procure 

id «       " 


rhriii.  It  wm  with  iti«««  rttihnfiof  hop« 

3  vijniLjrtfd  tu  eiviiikt;i3,  in  B  MLiFk  fif  flcilma, ,   . 

ji  Maryi  *o  iDti^rQitiDf  hf  tter  w\L,  her  boifltj^  hn  HMf  H 
^,  «^nd  tJie  myvi^ry  nnUifh  *tj|i  doet;,  Bnd  fnvbtMj  aJw?  | 

ovtrhang  twr  history.  In  dowf  Bf»^  I  wbj  awoiv  tti4i  foil  i  .1 

4  hu  a  ajncluvivaiJiittBlW,  At  mat  mj  Uuk  vbb  Bonn^iL^  j 


nl 

wi 

w« 

lil    rhat  of  OLD  tocbviier  who  ri]»«A  fpint  ci^r  whoeo  Ihc^  1 

MO- rpmn  of  poHBMiif  Bd  eflbct&Bl  ennirol;  Butt  I   pBiuihJit 

patd  AiEf  {ition  (a  mtnh  pttntiplm  of  eompDiiEim,  ba  I  contrn t 

fN<n.^  b«t  Hiitid  to  ibB  liMiorirjil  novel. 

tiEH^urtii  hai  bBoii  B^nsbdr  md  u>  eipdlBiB  iTia  pwrpoiv  of  «4-y  i 
po  -Ai:  ih6  Afabta.  T-Tio  hifioricAl  rafnt^^iOM  \itc,  bi  a^wJ  '  i 
pfa  "i]  tn  tJiB  nam.  That  whioti  iv:lai«4  to  (4ii4«(n  M^r^  * 
en  .  ><-  rrom  LqcJiluvnn  CaiilBH  ^*  Q  moH'  minaio  Brooqni  q{  li  i 
roi..jijLic  ndirbntiire,  (ij.i.n  li  iu  bo  fom^  m  Uib  liiBi4ne«  vhT  u« 
perMKL 


'■■  INTRODUCTORY   EPISTLE 

FBOM 

THE  AUTHOR  OF  "WAVERLEY,"  TO  CAPTAIN  CLUTTERBUCK, 


or  RIB  MAJSnyS  SXaiKSlIT  •F  IHTAirniT. 


DUUI  CAPrAXN, 

I  AM  sorry  to  obferve,  bfjtm  iMt  flirour.  that 
of  the  trameroas  retfenenmentA  and  alteretions  which 


b«on  under  the  neeefiity  of  raekinff  onihe  Menusoriptof  your 
^._^..._« — j..». ^"    =•"  -*  liekeyouth©     "        ' 


friend  the  Benedictine,  and  I  williiifly  iftake  you  the  modinm  of 
apoloiry  to  many,  who  have  honoored  me  more  than  I  deaerve. 

I  adrnit  that  my  letraoehmentA  have  been  numerous,  and  iMve 
gaps  m  the  story,  which,  in  your  oririnal  manuscript,  would 
have  run  well-mgti  Co  a  fourth  volume,  as  my  printer  aseuns 
me.  I  am  senmble,  besides,  that,  in  eooseqaenoe  of  the  liberty 
of  curtailment  you  have  allowed  mo,  some  parts  of  ttie  story 
hvn  been  huddled  up  without  the  necessary  details.  But,  after 
all,  it  is  better  that  the  travellers  should  have  to  step  over  a 
ditch  than  to  wade  throogfa  a  moiass— that  the  reader  sbouhl 
have  to  suppose  what  may  easily  be  infbired,  than  be  obli«ed  to 
creep  through  pages  of  dull  explanation.  I  have  strode  out,  for 
example,  the  whole  machinery  of  the  White  Lady,  and  the 
poetry  by  which  it  m  mo  ably  supported,  in  the  original  maau- 
MripL  But  you  must  allow  that  the  public  taste  gives  little  en- 
eouraipBment  to  those  legendary  supentitions,  which  formed 
altematoly  the  delist  and  the  terror  of  our  imdeoessors.  In 
like  manner,  nmch  n  omitted  illustrative  of  the  impulse  of  en- 
thusiasm in  flivour  of  the  ancient  religion  in  Mother  Magdalen 
and  the  Abbot  But  we  do  not  fM  deep  sympathy  at  this  period 
with  what  was  once  the  moet  poworfU  and  anbnating  ptmetple 
<D  Burope.  with  the  exeq»tion  of  that  of  the  Refonnatton,  by 
uriuch  It  u ^' -• 


Yon  rightly  observe,  that  these  lelieoehmenla  have  leadeee 
the  title  no  longer  applicable  to  the  suhjoet,  and  that  seaMs 
other  would  have  been  more  suitable  to  the  Work,  in  its  pcesent 
state,  than  tliat  of  Trb  AbboTi  who  made  so  mucit  gvsatw 
figure  in  the  ortfinal^  and  for  whom  your  fViend,  the  Benedict- 
ine, seems  to  have  inspired  you  with  a  svmpathetje  respect — 
I  must  plead  guilty  to  this  aoen«tioo,  obeenrinf  at  the  same 
time,  in  manner  of  extenuation,  that  Uioogh  tlie  o&eetion  mifkt 

havebeene—" ""  »-- -^-" »'** — .^-«»— ^ 

in  doing 
tweenti 

whiehl .    ., 

pecsonagee,  were  the  si 

Afler  all.  ua  good  Mead,  it  is  of  htUe  eonsequeece  what  the 
work  is  called,  or  on  what  iotereet  it  turns,  provided  it  catohea 
the  public  attentioa  {  for  tho  aualitv  at  the  wine  (eonld  wo  bet 
ensure  it)  may,  according  to  the  old  pcoveib^  reader  the  bueli 
uaoeoessary.  or  of  little  consequence. 

I  oongrahdatB  you  upoo  your  having  fband  it  oonsistent  with 
prudence  to  eetabiiah  your  tilbuiy,  aad  approve  of  tlie  ooloBr, 
and  ef  your  boy's  livery,  (subdued  green  ana  pink.)— Aa  you  taUc 
of  completing  your  descriptive  poem  on  the  **  Ruiae  ouKeaaa- 
qubair,  with  notes  by  aa  Antiquaiy,"  I  liopa  you  have  plDouied  a 
steadjr  borse.'-l  renmin,  with  oomplimeata  to  all  fHeode,  dear 
Captain,  very  mueli 

Toun,  fte.  *o.  dtc 

TBB  A  UTBOB  OV  W  AVSBLIT. 
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Ancioat  Roman  Epifapb. 

TiTi  time  which  poaMa  over  our  head  a  so  impercep- 
tibly^ mnkes  the  same  gradual  chnngo  in  habitja,  mjin- 
neTH,  DLnd  charDctef,  ns  in  perfrjnal  appearance.  At 
thp  revolution  of  every  five  years  we  find  ourselvea 
b  DO  [her.  and  yet  [hesnmo — th  ere  is^  a  change  of  views, 
and  no  lesa  of  ihe  light  in  which  wo  regard  them  j  a 
cilEligc  of  motives^  aa  wdJ  as  of  ac Lions.  Nearly 
twice  that  epRce  hud  glided  awnjr  over  ibe  hem!  of 
tJalbcTt  Glendinnin^  and  his  ladr^  betwLxt  the  period 
of  our  former  narrative^  in  which  they  filayed  a  His- 
tiDguiflhed  pnrt,  and  th{idale  at  which  our  present  tale 
ccmimencea. 

Two  cira;.mHtanceB  only  haH  embitterea  their unlon^ 
whkh  wna  otherwise  as  happ^  aa  mutual  sift ct ion 
eo^Jd  fender  it.  The  first  of  these  was  indeed  the 
commoti  ealtimjty  of  Scotland,  being  the  dial  roc  tod 
Male  of  that  unhappy  couniry^  where  every  man^a 
eword  was  dirccied  o^ainst  his  ndghbout^a  bosom. 
Giendinning  had  proved  whnt  Murray  ejcpected  of 
him,  a  etendy  friend,  strong  in  battle,  and  wiao  in 
eofflficiJ,  adhering  to  nim,  from  motives  of  gratimde, 
la  situation  H  where  by  his  own  tin  biassed  wiU  he 
would  either  have  stood  neutefi  or  have  joLntid  the 
pppo^ife  parly.  Hence^  whj^n  dansrer  was  near^nd 
it  was  seldom  Mr  diBtant— Sir  Halbert  GkndinningK 
for  he  now  bore  the  rank  of  knighthood,  wasperpe- 
tnany  summoned  tq  attend  his  pittron  on  distant  ei- 
|:i«ditK>nB,  or  on  perilous  enterprises^  or  to  assLst  him 
^ith  hia  counsel  in  the  doubtiuJ  intrigues  of  a  half- 
barlmfDua  courL  He  was  thus  froquentl/t  &nd  for  a 
loo*  ipor^,  absent  from  his  castle  and  from  hi*  lady  j 
ttiHi  to  this  ground  of  rc^et  we  must  add,  Chat  their 
tmioi}  had  not  be^n  blcsscnj  with  children,  to  occupy 
tkm  attention  of  tho  Lady  of  Avenel,  while  sho  waa 
tliiu  deprived  of  her  husband* s  domestic  society* 

On  inch  occasions  she  hved  almost  entirely  se- 
cluded from  the  vyorjd^  within  iho  wnlU  of  her  pnter- 
lui  majision.  Visiting  amongst  neighbours  was  a 
XnftlltT  entirrly  out  of  the  que^tifin,  unless  wn  occaiiions 
nC  solemn  fr^suval,  and  then  it  waa  chiefly  eon  lined  to 
Wmi  kindmi.  Of  these  the  Lady  of  Avcnel  had  none 
who  lUTvivcd,  and  the  dames  of  the  neighbo tiring 
tmrons  afTcr^Tcd  to  refpLrd  her  less  aa  the  faetressof  the 
H^cmie  of  Avenel,  than  as  the  wife  of  n  peasant,  the 
mux  of  a  church-vassal,  reiscd  up  to  musliroom  etni- 
nenco  by  the  laprieiouH  favour  of  Murray. 

This  prideof  anccatry,  which  rankJed  m  the  bo^om 
of  ibe  ancient  gentry,  waa  njore  openly  eiqareaae^i  by 
tbdrlftdica,  and  wns,^  more^vcr,^  erabittcted  not  a  httio 
by  the  politieaJ  feuds  of  the  time,  for  most  of  the 
iSouthem  eUief3  were  fnends  to  the  audiority  of  tlie 
Qiieen,  and  vtry  jealous  of  the  power  of  Murray, 
Ttie  Castle  of  Avenel  was,  thfrefore,  on  all  these 
aecounU,  as  metanchoty  and  solitary  a  residence  for 
rta  lady  ai  could  wtll  bo  iniafpned.  Stil]  it  had  the 
csaenuai  recommendation  of  creat  security.  The 
narJcr  ia  alreafly  a^are  that  the  fortress  waa  built 
upon  an  ialet  in  a  am  all  take,  and  was  only  aeceasible 
bf  a  causeway,  intersected  by  a  double  diteb,  defended 
b]f  two  drawbridges,  so  that,  without  artillery,  it 
migiht  in  those  days  be<  coi^aidered  as  impregnable^  H 
was  only  necessary,  ih<^reforG,  to  aectire  a^aitist  mw- 
fHte,  and  the  service  of  six  able  men  within  the  castle 
waa  iuffi  c  i  en  t  for  th  at  pu  rpoae.  If  more  aefioy a  d  an- 
pr  threatenedt  an  ample  gamson  wat  supplied  by  the  , 


male  inhabitants  of  ;t  little  hamlet,  which^  under  lh« 
auspices  of  H albert  Glendinning,  had  arisen  on  * 
Ismail  piece  of  level  ground^  betwixt  the  lake  and  the 
hill,  nearly  adjoining  to  the  spot  where  the  causeway 
joined  tho  mainland.  The  Lord  of  Avenel  had  found 
It  an  easy  mntter  to  p  roc  are  inhabitants,  sa  he  waa 
not  only  a  kind  and  beneficent  over-lord,  but  well 
qualified,  both  by  hia  experience  in  arint  his  bit;ti 
character  for  wisdom  and  integrity,  and  his  favoar 
with  the  powerful  Earl  of  Murray,  to  protect  and  de- 
fend those  who  dwelt  nnder  hia  oanner.  Jn  leavinB 
his  cai^tle  for  any  length  of  time,  he  b  ad,  therefore  the 
consolation  to  reflect,  that  thia  village  atforded,  on 
the^  slightest  noiice,  a  band  of  thirty  stout  mciii 
which  was  more  than  aulficient  for  its  defence; 
while  tho  familiea  of  the  villagers,  as  waa  uaual  on 
such  occasions,  fied  to  the  recesses  of  the  moutiiaino, 
drove  their  cattle  to  the  same  places  of  sbelteTi  and 
left  the  enemy  to  work  their  wi!l  on  theor  miserable 
cottages. 

One  ^est  only  r^ded  generally,  if  not  conatantiy, 
at  the  Castle  of;  Avenel.  Thia  was  Henry  Warden, 
who  now  felt  hims^^f  le:^  able  for  the  itormv  tn^ 
impoBcd  on  the  r«! forming  clergy  ;  and  having  by  his 
zeal  given  personal  offence  to  many  of  the  leading 
nohka  and  chk'£a,  did  not  consider  himself  as  per- 
fectly safe,  unless  when  witlnnihewall»of  the  strong 
mansion  of  some  a^surfd  (riend-  He  ceased  not, 
however,  to  srrve  his  cause  as  eagerly  with  his  pen. 
aa  he  had  formerly  done  with  hi^  tongue^  and  had 
engaired  in  a  furious  and  acrimonious  contest,  con- 
cern] ne  the  sachfli-c  of  rlia  mass,  a*  it  wns  tennfii, 
with  the  Abbot  Eustatia,  forrnerly  the  8 ub- Prior  of 
Kennaquhflir^  Answeri*,  replies,  duplies.  tripUea.  <jua- 
druphes,  followed  thick  upoH  each  other,  and  dis- 
played, as  is  not  unusual  in  eontrovcray,  fully  as 
much  35eal  aa  Chriatian  charity.  Tho  disputation 
very  aoon  became  aa  celebra»<il  as  that  of  John 
Knoi  and  the  Abbot  of  Crosragud,  raged  nearly 
as  fiercely,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  the  publiea- 
tiona  to  which  it  gave  ri»o  may  be  as  prockrai 
m  the  eyes  of  bibliographers.*  But  tlio  cnjcfoeaing 
nature  of  his  occupation  rendered  tha  theologian  not 
the  most  interesting  companion  for  a  solitary  female  * 
and  his  gravej  stem,  and  abaorbod  di'portrncnt,  which 
seldom  showed  any  interest  eJteept  in  ihat  which, 
concerned  his  rehgious  profession,  made  hi»  presence 
rather  add  to  than  diminish  the  gloom  which  hun^ 
over  the  CaMlo  of  Avenel.    To  superintend  the  1 


of  numcroiia  ft-rtiale  domestics^  was  Ihe  principal  part 
of  the  Lndy*a  daily  employment ;  her  apmdie  and  dis- 
taJf,  her  Biblej  and  a  solitary  walk  ujton  the  battle^ 
ments  of  tho  castle,  or  upon  tho  causeway,  or  occji- 
aionallv,  but  mo^p  seldom,  upon  the  banks  of  the  little 
Inkc,  consumed  the  re^t  of  the  day.  Hut  no  great  was 
the  insecurity  of  the  pcriorl,  that  when  ahe  ventured 
to  extend  her  walk  beyond  the  hanilet,  the  warden  on 
the  watch-tower  waa  directed  to  keep  a  aharp  look- 
out in  every  directioti,  and  four  or  five  meu  held  theui- 
selves  in  readiness  to  mount  and  sally  forth  from  the 
ca  Ptle  on  the  sligh  te*t  appearance  of  *la  r?n. 

Thus  atood  adaira  at  the  castle,  when,  after  an 
absence  of  several  weeks^  the  Kniphi  of  Avenel, 
which  was  now  the  tide  most  fnitjucntly  ^ven  lo 
Sir  H albert  Glendinning,  was  daily  ex|iected  to  re- 
turn homo.  Day  after  day,  however,  paased  away,, 
and  he  returned  not.  Lcttera  in  those  days  were  rar^* 

*  The  tmrti  which  i[>peifcd  kt)  iho  dLipytJition  lx«iwcrn  th* 
ScQttUh  Rpfnrmrr  And  Qii«nlJEi  Kf!Tine4r,  Ati^ut  ctf  Cmnmiycl, 
ar«  oincmt  ih«  icmr«ut  jit  %^tt«i^  JliiliOfttfili^.  ^mMXtm'm 
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If  written,  and  the  Knight  iiiBJrt  hiTC  reicried  to  a 
•ecretafy  to  eipresa  hi*  InientioiiB  in  that  manner: 
beoid^  intijrcourse  of  all  kinds  was  precarioLiii  mid 
unflafev  and  no  man  cartd  to  give  any  public  mrima- 
tioQ  of  tho  time  »nd  dLrection  of  n  journty,  since  if  his 
route  were  ptihljcly  known^  it  wm  alwrayi  Tdtelf  he 
miglit  in  thnt  ca*e  meet  with  more  enemifca  ttiaii 
friends  upon  the  road.  The  precise  dny.  lliereforeT  of 
Sir  HalSbrt'fl  return  wosnot  iiied,  buttiiai  which  his 
Wiy^s  ii^nd  txpoclation  had  raJeuJatt'd  uiKJn  in  her 
own  mind  had  long  dini^^a,  paBswi,  and  hope  delayed 
befati  to  maki?  ihtiTjfcart  eick. 

It  vfns  ui>cjn  thi7  ^viinms^  of  a  eultry  wamfnet^a  day^ 
when  the  Kiin  was  half  flunk  behind  tnc  distant  west- 
i?rn  moutitainB  of  Licidi^^daJe.  that  !ho  Lady  took  her 
soli  tan' w«l^  oti  the  haUlementa  of  a  range  of  budd- 
Uiga,  which  furmcd  the  front  of  the  i'Aetle,  whcp&  e 
flat  roof  of  flfig'Mon*"jB  pi^sfntod  a  broad  and  con  vb* 
nieni  promjetiade*  The  k-Ytl  eurfacc  of  the  lakfc 
undisttirbed  exoept  by  the  occasion al  fhppini?  i>f  a  tcah 
duck,  ot  C50ot|  waa  pldod  with  the  btatjis  uf  the  set- 
liDKlummary,  and  r^eeted,  eaif  in  a  tjoMeii  mirror, 
lh«  liUla  amongst  whith  it  lay  enibosotnwl.  'Ihc 
^■eenOt  otherwise  eo  lonLly,  was  occasionally  tnHvpjietl 
Bf  tHs  voioi»  of  tbc  ebildreii  in  tho  vdlnije,  which, 
Boftenrd  by  dklWMJ*^  feacheti  die  car  of  ihe  Ladrin 
herftolitory  wilk.  or  bf  *fa«  distant  call  of  (he  "^P^^ 
moji,  as  he  goided  hw  cattle  from  the  gleti  in  which 
they  had  pastured  bM  day,  lo  plac?©  tnem  m  greater 
TOCurity  for  liiE  nieht,  m  ihe  immediate  vieinity  of  the 
•  TiUafle,  The  derjj  lowinj^of  the  cowi  seined  to  de- 
moDil  the  attend  an  ee  of  the  mdk^maiiions,  whO|  sing* 
inp  *^hrflly  and  merrilyt  etrdii'd  fonK  eai^h  with  htr 
pad  on  hfT  hend,  to  attend  to  the  daty  of  the  tventnE. 
Th«  Ladyof  Avenel  hiobd  and  lifetencd;  the  sounds* 
whjch  eiie  he  an  I  temindc'd  her  of  fonnw  day»,  when 
her  mo«i  important  empkiiVinent,  rs  well  as*  her  preat- 
«9t  dehglit,  vFfi9  to  aasist  Dame  Gk'ndinrung  and  Trh 
Tneket  in  milkinK  the  cows  at  GleudewL  The 
thoiiebt  waa  fraught  with  melancholy,  -  *     ,     * 

''Why  wa*I  not,"  aheasid,  ''Ihe pea«imiKiri  which 
in  all  men^i  cyee  1  Bf?cm«l  to  be  I  Halbo*-t  and  I  had 
then  spent  our  life  peacefully  in  hia  native  gii^n^  un- 
diftturlMMi  by  the  phantonta  dthcr  of  fear  or  of  ambi- 
tion. His  greatc-st  ifridp  bad  then  beisn  toapow  the 
fairt^at  herd  iii  the  Haiidomej  hia  gwal^t  dftngBf  to 
r^pd  ffome!  pilfcriDg  Miatchtr  fti>m  iba  B<^c|er;  imd 
the  tiUaiost  diG Lance  which  w*otild  have  divided  n-s 
would  iiove  been  the  chase  of  pome  out-lying  deer. 
Bui  alMl  what  aTaiia  the  blood  which  Hnlhert  haa 
riidd  and  the  dongpre  wliicb  ho  encourttei^  to  eu^ 
>  norf  ft  same  and  rank^  dear  to  bim  b«caUBe  he  has  it 
'^on  me,  but  which  we  ehall  nevet  tntnatnit  to  out 
^^ostetitv  I— with  me  the  name  of  Aveael  must  expire, 

6be  Hiphed  as  theJ»e  rdjec lions  aro*e^  and,  looking 
towards  the  shore  of  die  lakc^  her  eye  was  ni tracked 
by  a  KToup  of  chddren  of  'varioue  agt*  asscmbkd  to 
ace  a  httic  f.hipt  constTucled  by  eotno  village  arti&t, 
I  perform  its  first  voyai^n  on  iho  woter.  It  Waa  latmch- 
ed  amtd  the  shnuL^  of  tifty  voiise*  And  tbe  dflppiOKof 
little  hands,  and  ahut  bravely  forth  on  Us  ^yag^e  ^h 
m  favonriaff  wind,  which  |>roiniGed  to  carry  it  to  the 
Othor  mdm  of  the  lake.  8om«9  of  the  hii;ger  boy  a  ran 
'     "  shores  ir 

Mrang  lii 


i  to  rw^ive  and  seojre  it  on  ihe  fariher  ahore^  try- 
...„  leir  ^Ked  a!2;ajnai  each  other  aa  thcv  SMrang  like 
ypimg  fawns  tlona  the  sltingly  vcfBe  of  the  lake.  The 


^t,  Tor  whom  aueh  a  journey  seemed  loo  nTduoua 
fttniine^l  waiciiing  (he  jiiotions  of  the  fairy  \eAm 
fyam  the  ^M>t  where  it  had  been  launch ctJ.  The  amht 
ttf  Mrmoi^  pxeaaed  on  the  niindot  the  chddleei 
liidj  of  iiwaei 

"  Why  ue  none  of  these  prattlerii  mine  V  &he  con^ 
thnKt,  puTBtung  the  tinor  of  her  melancholy  leflec- 
tionBL  "Their  parentis  can  acan:«  find  tueJti  the 
icoam^t  food*-and  1+  who  co\ild  ntiraethera  in  plenty. 
1  am  doomed  never  to  heora  child  call  mo  mother  I 

The  thought  eunit  on  her  henri  with  a  hitti3mes» 
vhieb  reflen^ied  envv^  m  deeply  M  )h»4eauBof  off- 
,  vpiing  implanted  in  the  letDale  bmaiL  ^a  breaaed 
oar  handa  togeLhcT  aa  if  ahe  were  wtifigW  uem  in 
the  eKtreroity  of  licr  deaolate  Ming,  as  one  whom 
Si«,fWlhtid  written  childless.  A  liLrge  ataghoynd  of 
m»  gnfhouTid  4>ecicii  aporoached  at  iluf«  momoott 
■ad,  tttracted  pcrhapa  by  the  geatuia,  hck«d  tac-rkaadB 


and  ptemd  hia  large  head  o^akat  thcrn.  He  obtma* 
od  the  deraed  cart^aa  in  ;i!turn,  but  adll  the  aad  in^ 
pfieenen  remained. 

"  Wolfi^'  she  said,  aa  if  ihe  anima]  could  hare  uo^ 
derstood  hef  cornplaintSi  "thou  art  a  noble  and  boau'^ 
tiful  animal:  but  a!ae!  the  lore  and  affeetjon  that  I 
leng  to  beatow,  la  «f  a  qvia^ty  higher  than  can  £m  lo 
tliy  ah  are,  i  ho  ugh  1  lova  thee  much,*' 

And,  as  if  she  wtjre  apo lodging  lo  Wolf  for  with- 
holding  from  him  nny  part  of  ber  rcf^ard,  ahe  caiiMuut 
his  proud  head  and  creat,  while,  looking  in  her  en*, 
he  p*,enied  to  ask  h^^  what  she  wanteii,  or  what  bs 
oouid  do  to  ^how  hii?^  attachment.  Ac  tide  moment  a 
ithriek  of  diatrenB  wai  beard  on  the  («hore,  froxn  tha 
playful  KTCinp  which  had  been  lately  ao  jovial.  The 
Lady  lonkco  and  flaw  the  cBii»owith  gr^nt  agony. 

The  little  »hip,  the  object  of  the  childn;n*a  de- 
lighted attetidoru  had  stuck  ainonR  some  tiff!*  of 
the  plant  which  Waja  tlie  water-lily^  that  marked  a 
islioal  in  the  lake  aboui  an  arTOW-Ai£:hl^jiia  wo  ■boriv 
A  hardy  liitla  boy.  who  had  taken  the  lead  in  Uianet 
round  tne  margin  of  the  take,  did  not  heaitala  n  qm^ 
ment  to  atrip  oifhi*  vy/i«-™tj/,  nlunge  into  tna  watar, 
and  awim  towarda  the  object  of  tJieir  common  •oln-' 
tude.  The  firBt  movement  of  the  Lady  w«a  Wfiftll 
for  help  i  bui  s^he  ohferv  cd  that  ihe  boy  awam  aluowv 
and  fiEorlcasly.  and  as  the  asw  that  ont  or^iworii^ 
lafQBTB,  who  were  diatant  spectRton^  of  the  tnCiptt^ 
aeemtxl  to  give  ifaemsi^lvai  no  nneaaineas  on  hit  ««- 
count*  aha  auppoeed  that  he  w&b  accustomed  to  tb$ 
exercise*  and  th,it  there  uaja  no  danger  But  iKh^skmt^ 
in  f  wimminir,  the  boy  had  struck  hm  bre«si  uauon  a 
aiinken  rock,  or  wheiher  he  w»*  auddonlr  WMi 
with  cratiip^  or  whether  be  had  ovef-ealculat»d  bia 
own  atneninn,  it  to  hippHied,  that  when  he  had  %- 
ombnrrasaed  tlie  Uttlp  plaything  tinm  the  fl^g«  id 
which  it  waa  entanpdnl^  atid  m.nt  a  Coirwiirdoil  its 
c™r»e,  he  had  acarci?  ewam  a  few  yard  a  ill  hia  way 
to  the  ahore,  whm  he  raised  himself  audcktijy  hotn 
the  water  and  acn.mmed  aloud,  duppinf^  Kta  hiOl^  ml 
the  same  time  with  an  eJipreesion  oi  featr  and  ^UfM 

Tlio  I^ady  of  A\cnelH  instantly  taking  tha  ikmi, 
called  hastily  lo  the  attendants  to  get  tbeboat  rwdyp 
But  this  wm  an  affair  of  aome  lune^  The  oiUy  pt^tii 
pcrmitti?d  to  b^  ustxj  on  the  lake  w  aa  moorod  Wl^tri 
the  aecoiid  cut  which  intersected  the  canai  MM  if 
waa  several  minutes  ere  it  could  hv.  ujmwwrgi  app|l 
got  under  -way,  Matun  titne^  the  Lady  of  Avenci  ^HK 
ai^onidng  taxjfltf*  aaw  that  the  i-Wbrta  whidl  Si 
poor  boy  made  lo  kaep  himself  anoat^  were  mm  mm 
changed  fore  faint  ftmgghnir.  wliich  wuuld  ^oonlw^ 
been  riv(?r,  but  for  aid  equally  prompt  ajid  r-~^^ — * 
for.  Wolf;  who,  like  some  of  tJiat  lar*^ 
^rreyhoundl  was  a  praetiicd  water-di^ 

the  object  of  her  anMaiy.  nod,  qtuttmR  II vr-r^ 

aide^  hajl  sought  tha  nearest  point  from  whtcb'p 
could  wiih  «5"ety  pluiiEe  into  the  lake*  Ulih  tfc. 
wonderful  instinct  which  these  noble  anitnala  aafa 
ao  often  diejilayed  in  the  like  circunistancee,  ho  a 
Btraight  to  the  f^*t  where  hi*  asaifliancc  waa  eti  i 
wanii^d,  and  seizing  the  child's  undtr-dnjpi  u»j 
mmuhj  he  not  only  k*Tl  Itim  afloat,  but  low^  I 
towards  the  ca  use  way*  The  boat,  half  ins  pu^ 
with  a  couple  of  men,  met  the  dos  ]ialf-wair,  an 
heved  him  of  hi»  btirden,  Th«y  land«t  cm  iht  a 
way,  dose  by  the  gate  of  the  castl&  with  their  yist 
llfciess  charge  and  were  there  met  by  the  Lady  <jf 
Avenel,  a  i  tended  by  one  or  two  of  her  niaidejwi,  eawlr 
waiting  to  odministo-  awi stance  to  the  atLtfiTec 

He  was  borne  irjto  the  coalie,  depoeiied  UM%M. 
and  a\'ery  mode  of  tceoTery  reported  ttK  wbkm/if 
knowledge  of  the  titnee^  and  the  f4ill  of  Henry  Wtr- 
den,  who  profeaaod  some  tt^ixlical  acjenoe,  «mM  dic- 
ta le.  For  aome  lime  it  was  alt  in  vam,  and  ml 
watched  with  nnspcekable  eameattieiii  too  1^.. 
cotin tmance  of  t he  b c a u tiJ ul  ch i Id ^  He  aeoiiwi  •bout 
ten  vfars  old*  H  i  a  d  rcse  was  of  th  e  meaneal  iotV  vat 
ina  foFOg  curled  hair,  and  the  nobk-ea&i  of  bialafituiffti 
partook  not  of  that  ptA^erty  of  eppeafaijca,  Th^ 
piuudestt  noble  in  Scotland  might  have  Weil  r^ 
prouder  could  he  have  called  that  child  jua  sMr 
White^  with  breath  leas  anxiety,  ihe  Lfldy  of  Afwpei 
nxed  on  hip 'sreil-fonisad  and^MffHwivelbaJ 
light  abad«  of  colottrretiim^  grt^itt^y  to  iIm 
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Mibended  iinimatiOQ  became  restored  by  degrees,  the 
cttu  sighed  deeply,  opened  his  eyes,  which  to  the 
human  countenance  produces  the  effect  of  light  upon 
the  natural  landscape,  stretched  his  arms  towards  the 
Ladv,  and  muttered  the  word  "  Mother,"  that  epithet, 
of  afl  others,  which  is  dearest  to  the  female  ear. 

•*  God.  madam,"  said  the  preacher,  "  has  restored 
the  child  to  your  wishes ;  it  must  be  yours  so  to  bring 
him  up,  that  h^  may  not  one  day  wish  that  he  had 
perished  in  his  innocence." 

**It  shall  be  my  charge,"  said  the  Lady }  and  again 
throwing  her  arms  around  the  boy,  she  overwhelmed 
him  with  kisses  and  caresses,  so  much  was  she  agi- 
tated by  the  terror  arising  from  the  danger  in  which 
he  had  been  just  placed,  and  by  joy  at  his  unexpected 
deliverance. 

,  •*  But  you  are  not  my  mother,"  said  the  boy,  reco- 
veriiMf  nis  recolwction,  and  endeavouring,  though 
bintly.  to  escape  from  the  caresses  of  the  Lady  of 
Avenel;  "you  are  not  my  mother— alas  I  I  have  no 
mother— only  I  have  dreamt  that  I  had  one." 

••  I  will  read  the  dream  for  you,  my  Jove,"  answered 
the  Lady  of  Avenel :  "  and  1  'will  oe  myself  your 
(bother.  Surely  God  has  heard  my  wishes,  and  in 
lus  own  marvellous  manner,  hath  sent  me  an  object 
fto  which  my  affections  may  expand  themselves." 
She  looked  towards  Warden  as  she  spoke.  The 
preacher  hesitated  what  he  should  reply  to  a  burst  of 
passionate  feeling,  which,  perhaps,  seemed  to  him 
more  enthusiastic  than  the  occasion  demanded.  In 
the  mean  while,  the  large  stag-hound.  Wolf;  which, 
dripping  wet  as  he  was.  had  followed  his  mistress 
mto  iho  apartment,  and  had  sale  by  the  bedside,  a 
patient  and  quiet  spectator  of  all  the  means  used  for 
resusciuiion  of  the  being  whom  he  had  preserved, 
■ow  became  impatient  of  remaining  any  longer  un- 
noticed, and  began  to  whine  and  fawn  upon  the  Lady 
with  his  great  rough  paws. 

"Yes,*^  she  said.  **good  Wolf,  and  you  shall  be 
Kmembered  also  for  your  day's  work;  and  I  will 
think  the  more  of  you  for  having  preserved  the  life  of 
a  creature  so  beautiful." 

Bot  Wolf  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  share  of 
ittention  which  he  thus  attracted;  he  persisted  in 
whining  and  pawing  upon  his  mistress,  his  caresses 
rendered  still  more  troublesome  by  bis  long  shagsy 
bail'  being  so  much  and  thoroughly  wetted,  till  the 
desired  one  of  the  domestics,  with  whom  he  was 
familtar,  .to  call  the  animal  out  of  the  apartment 
Wolf  resisted  every  invitation  to  this  purpose,  until 
his  mistress  positively  commanded  him  to  be  gone, 
m  an  angrv  tone ;  when,  turning  towards  the  bed  on 
which  the, boy  still  lay,  half  awake  to  sensation,  half 
drowned  in  the  meanders  of  a  fluctuaring  delirium, 
he  uttered  a  deep  and  savage  growL  curled  up  his 
nose  and  lip8»  showing  his  Aill  range  of  white  and 
sharpened  teeth,  which  might  have  matched  those  of 
an  actoal  woU;  and  then,  turning  round,  sullenly  fol- 
lowed the  domestic  out  of  the  apartment 

**It  is  singular."  said  the  Lady,  addressing  Warden; 

the  animal  is  not  only  so  gooa-natured  to  all.  but  so 
particularly  fond  of  children.  What  con  ail  hnn  at 
the  Utile  fellow  whose  life  he  has  saved  T ' 

**I>ogs,''  replied  the  (>reacher,  "  are  but  too  like  the 
Imman  race  m  their  foibles,  though  their  instinct  be 
lets  erring  than  the  reason  of  poor  mortal  man  when 
lelying  upon  his  own  unassisted  powers.  Jealousy, 
lay  good  lady,  is  a  passion  not  unknown  to  them, 
azid  they  cf^en  evince  it,  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
preferencee  which  they  see  given  by  their  nrasters  to 
indiyiduals  of  their  own  species,  but  even  when  their 
nvalfl  are  children.  You  have  caressed  that  child 
tnoch  and  eageny.  and  the  dog  considers  himself  as 
a  discarded  favonrhe." 

**lt  ifl  a  stnmge  insthict,"  said  the  Lady;  ''and 
fiom  the  gravity  with  which  you  mention  it,  my  reve- 
rend friend,  I  would  almost  say  that  you  supposed 
this  mngmar  jeak>usy  of  my  favount^  Wolf,  was  not 
duly  well  founded,  but  justifiable.  But  perhaps  you 
»peak  in  jestl"  ^ 

"1 8e}(k>m  jest."  answered  the  preacher ;, "  Kfe  was 
not  lent  to  us  to  bo  expended  in  that  idle  mhrth  which 
resembles  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  the  pot  I 
^vooU  only  have  voa  derive,  if  it  so  please  yoti»  this 
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lesson  from  what  \  have  said,  that  the  best  of  our 
feelings,  when  indulged  to  excess,  may  ffve  pain  to 
others.  There  is  but  one  in  which  we  may  indulge  to 
the  uttnost  limit  of  vehemence  of  which  our  bosom  ic 
capable,  secure  that  excess  cannot  exist  in  the  great- 
est intensity  to  which  it  can  be  excited— I  mean  the 
love  of  our  Maker." 

**  Surely,"  said  the  Lady  of  Avenel,  "we  are  ocm- 
manded  by  the  same  authority  to  love  our  neighbour?" 

"  Ay,  madam,"  said  Warden,  "  bnt  our  love  to  God 
is  to  be  unbounded— we  are  to  k>ve  him  with  our 
whole  heart  and  our  whole  soul,  and  our  whole 
strength.  The  love  which  the  precept  commands  os 
to  bear  to  our  neighbour,  has  affixed  to  it  a  direct 
limit  and  qualification- we  are  to  love  our  neighbour 
as  oursehf ;  as  it  is  elsewhere  explained  by  the  great 
commandment,  that  we  must  do  unto  him  as  we 
would  that  he  should  do  unto  us.  Here  there  is  a 
limit,  and  a  bound  even  to  the  most  prais6worthr  of 
our  affections,  so  far  as  they  are  turned  upon  sublu- 
nary and  terrestrial  objects.  We  are  to  render  to  our 
neighbour,  whatever  be  his  rank  or  degree,  that  cor- 
responding portion  of  affection  with  which  weoould 
rationally  expect  we  should  ourselves  be  regarded  by 
those  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  us.  Henoe^ 
neither  husband  nor  wife,  neither  son  nor  dau|^tflr« 
neither  friend  nor  relation,  are  lawfully  to  be  made 
the  objects  of  our  idolatry.  The  Lord  our  Ood  is  a 
jealous  Gfod,  and  will  not  endure  that  we  beaiow  on 
the  creature  that  extremity  of  devotion  which  Um 
who  made  us  demands  as  his  own  share.  I  say  tD 
you,  Lady,  that  even  in  the  fairest  and  purest,  and 
most  honourable  feelings  of  our  nature,  there  is  that 
original  taint  of  sin  which  ought  to  make  us  pause 
and  hesitate,  ere  we  indulge  them  to  excess." 

"I  understand  not  this,  reverend  sir,"  said  the  Lady ; 
"  nor  do  I  guess  what  I  can  have  now  said  or  done,  U> 
draw  down  on  me  an  admonition  which  has  some- 
thing a  taste  of  reproof." 

"Lady,"  said  Warden,  "I  crave  your  pardbn,  if  1 
have  urged  aught  beyond  the  limits  of  my  duty.  But 
consider,  whether  in  the  sacred  promise  to  be  notodr 
a  protectress,  but  a'  mother,  to  this  poor  child,  yoiK> 
parpose  may  meet  the  wishes  of  the  noble  kmgbt 
your  husband.  The  fondness  which  you  have  lavisiMd 
on  the  tmfortunate,  and,  I  own,  most  lovely  child, 
has  met  something  Uke  a  reproof  in  the  bearing  of 
tour  household  dog— Displease  not  your  noble  hus- 
band. Men  as  well  as  animals,  are  jealous  of  the 
affections  of  those  they  love." 

"  This  is  too  much,  reverend  sir."  said  the  Lady  oc 
Avenel,  greatly  offended.  "  You  Frave  been  king  our 
guest,  and  have  received  firom  the  Knight  of  Avenel 
and  myself  that  honoui^  and  regard  wluch  yovr  cha- 
racter  and  profession  so  justly  demand.  Bot  I  am  ytt 
to  learn  that  we  have  at  any  time  aothoriied  your 
interference  in  our  fomilv  arrangements,  or  placed 
you  as  a  judge  of  our  conduct  towards  each  other,  f 
pray  this  nray  be  forborne  in  future." 

^  Lady,"  replied  the  oreacher,  with  the  boUneas 
peculiar  to  the  clergy  of  his  persuasion  at  that  time^ 
"  when  you  weary  of  my  adinonitions— when  I  seo 
that  my  services  are  no  longer  acceptable  to  yon,  and 
the  noble  knight  your  husband,  I  shall  know  that  mf 
Master  wiHs  me  no  longer  to  abide  here ;  and,  prar* 
ing  for  a  conrinuance  of  his  best  blessiiigs  on  your 
family,  I  will  then,  were  the  season  the  depth  of  win- 
ter,  and  the  hour  midnight,  walk  out  on  yonder  wnsta, 
and  travel  forth  through  these  wikl  moantaiASL  as 
lonely  and  unaided,  though  far  more  helpless,  than 
when  I  first  met  your  husband  in  the  valley  of  Glen- 
deacg.  But  while  I  remain  here,  I  will  not  see  yo« 
m-from  the  truepnth,  nos  not  a  hair^s  breadth,  wklK 
out  making  the  old  man's  voiee  and  mnetrntnaum 
heard." 

**Nay,  but,"  said  the  Lady,  who  both  !ovod  and 
respected  the  good  man,  though  sometimes  a  fitde 
offended  at  what  she  oonceivtd  to  be  an  «aibaranl 
degree  of  teal,  "  we  witt  not  part  this  way,  my^ood 
friend.  Women  are  quick  and  hasty  in  thev  feehngs  | 
but,  believe  me,  my  wishes  and  my  purposes  toward* 
this  chiM  are  such  as  both  my  husband  aiul  yon  wil^ 
approve  of."  The  clergym^flpj^p^yeij^edjattt?]^  •• 
hts  own  tiMomneBt.  o         •. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


Ifow  ■^etdAuitly  h«  fixed  hi*  eyeion  i  . 

Ilia  dark  eyes  thininf  tiiroairh  fbnottMi  i 

Thfii  atretched  hi*  littio  umK  and  called  me  notlMr  I 

What  could  I  do  I  I  took  the  bantliof  home— 

I  coald  not  tell  the  imp  be  had  no  mother. 

CountBasiL 

Wkeit  Warden  had  left  the  apartment,  the  Ladjr  of 
Avenel  gave  way  to  the  feelings  of  tenderness  which 
the  sight  of  the  boy^  his  sudden  danger,  and  his  recent 
escape,  had  inspired;  and  no  longer  awed  by  the 
sternness,  as  she  deemed  it,  of  the  preacher,  heaped 
with  caresses  the  lovely  and  interesting  child.  He 
was  now,  in  some  measure,  recovered  from  the,  con- 
sequences of  his  accident,  and  received  passively, 
though  not  without  wonder  the  tokens  of  kindness 
with  which  he  was  thus  loaded.  The  face  of  the  lady 
was  strange  to  him,  and  her  dress  different  nnd  £BLr 
raore  sumptuous  than  any  he  remembered.  But  the 
boy  was  naturally  of  an  undaunted  temper;  and  in- 
<deed  children  are  generally  acute  physio^omists  and 
fiot  only  pleased  oy,  that  which  is  beautiful  in  itself, 
but  pecoiiarly  quick  in  distinguishing  and  replying  to 
the  attentioDS  of  those  who  reallv  love  them,  if  tney 
«ee  a  person  in  company,  though  a  perfect  stranger, 
who  is  by  nature  fond  of  children,  the  Uttle  imps  seem 
to  discover  it  by  a  sort  of  freemasonry,  while  the 
awkward  attempts  of  those  who  make  advances  to 
them  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  themselves  to 
.their  (>arcnts,  usually  fail  in  attracting  their  reciprocal 
Attention.  The  little  boy,  therefore,  appeared  in  some 
idenee  sensible  of  the  lady's  caresses,  and  it  was  with 
^limculty  she  withdrew  herself  from  his  pillow,  to  af- 
ibrd  him  leisure  for  necessary  repose. 

"To  whom  belongs  our  Utile  rescued  varlet  T*  was 
the  first  question  which  the  Lady  of  Avenel  put  to  her 
iundmaiden  Lilias,  when  they  had  rehired  to  the  hall. 

"Te  an  old  woman  in  the  hamlet,"  said  Lilias, 
**  who  is  even  now  come  so  far  as  the  porter's  lodge 
toinqutte  ^onoeminff  his  safety.  Is  it  your  pleasure 
that  she  he  admhted?" 

"Is  it  my  pleasure T'  said  the  Lady  of  Avenel, 
echoing  (he  question  with  a  strong  accent  of  dis- 
pleasure and  siuprise ;  "can  you  make  any  doubt  of 
it  7  What  woman  but  must  pity  the  9gony  of  the  mo- 
ther, whose  heart  is  throbbing  for  the  safety  of  a  diild 
4M>  lovely  1" 

"NaT,  but,  madam,"  said  Lilias.  "this  woman  is 
too  okf  to  be  the  mother  of  the  child ;  I  rather  think 
she  must  be  his  grapdmother,  or  some  more  distant 
velatioD." 

"  Be  she  who  she  will,  Lilias,"  replied  the  Lady, 
^'she  must  have  an  aching  heart  while  the  safety  ofa 
creature  so  lovely  is  uncertain.  Cro  instantly  and 
hring  her  hither.  Besides,  I  would  willingly  learn 
«(Mmethiiig  concerning  his  birth." 

JLilias  left  the  haU,  and  presently  afterwards  re- 
turned, ushering  in  a  tall  female  very  poorlv  dressed, 
yet  with  more  pretension  to,  decency  and  cleanliness 
than  Was  usually  combined  with  such  coarse  garments. 
The  Lady  of  Avonel  knew  her  figure  the  instant  she 
preeentea  herself.  It  was  the  feshion  of  the  family, 
that  upon  every  Sabbath,  and  on  two  evenings  in  the 
walk  besides,  Henry  Warden  preached  or  lectured  in 
the  chapel  at  the  castle.  The  extension  of  the  Pro- 
testant faith  was,  upon  principle,  as  well  as  in  good 
policy,  a  primary  object  with  the  Knight  of  Avenel 
The  umaoitanta  of  me  village  were  therefore  invited 
to  attend  upon  the  instructions  of  Henry  Warden, 
and  many  of  them  were  speedily  won  to  the  doctrine 
winch  their  master  and  protector  approved.  These 
aennons,  honuUe%.and  lectures,  had  made  a  great  iin- 
prasflon  on  the  mind  of  the  Abbot  EUistace,  or  Eus- 
latiua^  and  were  a  sufficient  spur  to  the  severity  and 
sharpness  of  his  controverey  with  his  old  fellow* 
colkg^n^ie ;  and  ere  Queen  Maiy  was  dethroned,  and 
while  the  Catholics  still  had  considerable  authonty  in 
fionkr  provinces,  he  more  than  once  threatened  to 
levy  his  vassals,  and  assail  and  level  with  the  earth 
that  stronghoki  of  heresy  the  Castle  of  Avenel.  But 
notwithstanding  the  Abbot's  impotent  resentment, 
and  notwithstanding  also  the  disinclination  of  the 
oountry  to  favour  the  new  religion,  Henry  Warden 
•raoreded  without  remission  in  hishUMNUa,  4nd  made , 


weekly  converts  (rom  the  faith  of  Rome  to  that  of  th« 
reformed  church.  Amongst  those  who  ^ve  most 
earnest  and  constant  attendance  on  his  mmistry,  was 
the  aged  woman  whose  form,  tall,  and  otherwue  too 
remarkable  to  be  forgotten,  the  Lady  had  of  late  ob- 
served frequently  as  Wng  conspicuous  amongst  the 
little  audience.  She  had  indeed  more  than  once 
desired  to  know  who  that  stately-looking  woman  was. 
whose  appearance  was  so  much  above  the  poverty  ox 
her  vestments  But  the  r^ly  had  always  been,  that 
she  was  an  Englishwoman,  who  was  tarrying  for  a 
season  at  the  hamlet,  and  that  no  one  knew  mors 
concerning  her.  She  now  asked  her  after  her  name 
and  birth. 

"  Magdalen  Graeme  is  my  name,"  sak)  the  woman  { 
"I  come  of  the  Gremes  of  Heatheigill,  in  Niool- 
forest,*  a  people  of  ancient  blood." 

"  And  what  make  you,"  continued  the  Lady,  *  so 
far  distant  from  your  home?" 

"  I  have  no  home,'*  said  Magdalen  Graeme,  "it  was 
burnt  by  your  Border-riders~my  husband  and  my  son 
were sUio— there  is  not  a  drop's  blood  left  in  the  veini 
of  anv  one  which  is  of  kin  to  mine." 

"That  is  no  uncommon  fate  in  these  wild  times^ 
and  in  this  unsettled  land,"  said  the  Lady ;  "  the  Eng- 
lish hands  have  been  as  deeply  dyed  in  our  blood  a« 
ever  those  of  Scotsmen  have  been  in  yours.'* 

"  You  have  right  to  say  it,  Lady,"  answered  Mag- 
dalen Gn&me;  for  men  tell  of  a  time  when  this 
casile  was  not  strong  enough  to  save  your  father's 
liib.  or  to  afford  vour  mother  and  her  infant  a  place  of 
refu^  And  why  ask  ye  me,  then,  wherefore  I  dw^ll 
not  in  mine  own  home,  and  with  mine  own  peoolel" 

"It  was  indeed  an  idle  question,"  answered  the 
Lady.  "  whera  misery  so  often  makes  wanderers ;  but 
wherefore  take  refuge  in  a  hostile  country  7" 

*'  My  neighbours  were  Popish  and  mass-mongers,*' 
said  the  old  woman ;  "it  has  pleased  Heaven  to  give 
me  a  clearer  sight  of  the  gospel,  and  I  have  tarried 
here  to  enjoy  the  ministry  of  that  worthy  man  Henry 
Warden,  who,  to  the  praise  and  comfort  of  many, 
teacheth  the  Evensel  in  truth  and  in  sincerity." 

"Are  you  poor 7"  again  demanded  the  Lady  of 
Avenel. 

"  Vou  hear  me  ask  alms  of  no  one,"  answered  the 
Englishwoman. 

Here  there  was  a  pause.  The  manner  of  the  wo- 
man was,  if  not  disrespectful  at  least  much  leas  than 
gracious;  and  she  appeared  to  give  no  encourage- 
ment to  farther  eomniunicatioiL  'The  Lady  of  Ave- 
nel renewed  the  conversation  on  a  different  topic 

"  Tou  have  heard  of  the  danger  in  which  your  boy 
has  been  placed  7" 

"I  have.  Lady,  and  how  by  an  especial  providence 
he  was  rescued  from  death.  May  Heaven  make  him 
thankful,  and  me !" 

"  What  relation  do  you  bear  to  him 7" 

"I  am  his  grandmother.  Lady,  if  it  so  please  yon ; 
the  only  relation  he  hath  left  upon  earth  to  take 
charge  of  him." 

"  trie  burden  of  his  maintenance  must  necessarilf 
be  grievous  to  you  in  your  deserted  situation  7"  pur- 
sued the  Lady. 

"I  have  complained  of  it  to  no  one,"  said  Magda- 
len Grseme,  with  the  same  unmoved,  dry,  and  uncon- 
cerned tone  of  voice,  in  which  she  had  answered  all 
the  former  questions. 

" If,"  said  the  Lady  of  Avenel,  "vour  grandchilc 
could  be  received  into  a  noble  fiunily,  would  it  not 
advanta^  both  him  and  you  7"  . 

"Received  into  a  noble  family!"  said  the  old  wo- 
man, drawing  herself  up,  and  bending  her  brows  until 
her  forehead  was  wrinKled  into  a  frown  of  unusual 
severity ;  and  for  what  purpose,  I  pray  you  7— to  b« 
my  lady's  page,  or  my  lord's  iackman,  to  eat  broken 
victuals,  and  contend  with  other  menials  for  the  rem- 
nants of  the  master's  meal  7  Would  you  have  him  to 
fan  the  flies  from  my  lady's  face  while  ahe  sleeps,  to 
carry  her  train  while  she  walks,  to  hand  her  trencher 
when  she  feeds,  to  ride  before  her  on  horseback,  to 
walk  after  her  on  foot,  to  sing  when  she  lists,  aiui  to 
be  silent  when  she  bids  7--a  very  weathercock,  which, 
though  furnished  in  appearance  with  wings  and  phi^ 
*  ▲  dUtrict  of  CambeilaDd,  ijrioff  elose4i^J|kS^8cotUsh  I 
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mage,  cannot  soar  into  the  air— cannot  fly  from  the 
ipot  where  it  is  perched,  but  receives  all  its  impulaes, 
and  performs  all  its  revolutions  obedient  to  the 
chan^ul  breath  of  a  vain  woman?  When  the  enf^e 
of  Helvellyn  perches  on  the  tower  of  Lanercost,  and 
turns  and  changes  his  place  to  show  how  the  wind 
flits,  Roland  Graeme  shall  be  what  you  would  make 
him.** 

The  woman  spoke  wiih  a  rapidity  and  vehemence 
which  seemed  to  have  in  it  a  touch  of  insanity ;  and 
a  sudden  sense  of  the  danger  to  which  the  child  must 
necessarily  be  exposed  in  the  charge  of  such  a  keeper, 
iocreafied  the  Lady's  desire  to  keep  him  in  the  castle 
if  possible. 

You  mistake  me,  dame,"  she  said,  addressing  the 
M  woman  in  a  soothing  manner;  "I  do  not  wish 
your  boy  to  be  in  attendance  on  myself^  but  upon  the 
good  knight,  mv  husband.  Were  ne  himself  the  son 
ci  a  belted  earl,  he  coidd  not  better  be  trained  to 
arms,  and  all  that  befits  a  gentleman,  than  by  the 
mstructions  and  discipline  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendin- 
iiing." 

^  Ay,"  answered  the  old  woman,  in  the  same  style 
dfbitter  irony,  "  I  know  the  wages  of  that  service  ^— 
a  curse  when  the  corslet  is  not  sufficiently  brightened, 
—a  blow  when  the  girth  is  not  tight! v  drawn,— to  be 
beaten  because  the  Hounds  are  at  fault,— to  be  reviled 
because  the  foray  is  unsuccessful.— to  stain  his  hands 
for  the  master's  bidding  in  the  blood  alike  -of  beast 
and  of  man,— to  be  a  outcher  of  harmless  deer,  a 
marderpr  and  defacer  of  God's  own  image,  not  at  nis 
own  pleasure,  but  at  that  of  his  lord ;  to  live  a  brawl- 
inj;  ruffian,  and  a  common  stabber,— ex(K)sed  to  heat, 
to  cold,  to  want  of  food,  to  all  the  privations  of  an 
anchoret,  not  for  the  love  of  Gkxl,  but  for  the  service 
of  Satan,— to  die  by  the  gibbet,  or  in  some  obscure 
skirmish,— to  sleep  out  his  brief  life  in  carnal  secu- 
rity, and  to  awake  in  the  eternal  fire  which  is  nerer 
quenched." 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Lady  of  Avenel,  "but  to  such  un- 
hallowed course  of  life  your  grandson  will  not  be  here 
exposed.  My  husband  is  just  and-  kind  to  those  who 
live  under  his  banner ;  and  you  yourself  well  know, 
that  youth  have  here  a  strict  as  well  as  a  good  pre- 
ceptor in  the  person  of  our  chaplain." 

The  old  woman  appeared  to  pause. 

**  You  have  named,"  she  said,  "the  only  drcum- 
atance  which  can  move  tne.  I  must  soon  onward, 
the  vision  has  said  it— I  must  not  tarry  in  the  same 
K»t— !  must  on— I  must  on,  it  is  my  weird.— Swear, 
tnon,  that  you  wilt  protect  the  boy  as  if  he  were  your 
ow)i,  until  I  return  hither  and  claim  him,  and  I  will 
consent  for  a  space  to  part  with  him.  But  especially 
awear,  he  shall  not  lack  the  instruction  of  the  godly 
man  who  hath  placed  the  gospel-truth  high  above 
those  idolatrous  shavelings,  the  monks  and  iriars." 

"  Be  satisfied,  dame,"  said  the  Ladv  of  Avenel ; 
"  the  boy  shall  have  as  much  care  as  if  ne  were  bom 
of  my  own  blood.    Will  yon  see  him  now?" 

•*»lVo,"  answered  the  old  woman,  sternly ;  "  to  part 
fa  enough.  I  go  forth  on  my  own  mission.  I  will  not 
aoften  my  heart  by  useless  tears  and  wailings^  as  one 
that  is  not  called  to  a  duty." 

*'  Will  yoa  not  accept  of  something  to  aid  you  in 
four  pilr -^nsage  7"  said  the  Lady  of  Avenel,  putting 
mto  her  hand  two  crowns  of  the  sun.  The  old  wo- 
man flung  them  down  on  the  table. 

"  Am  I  of  the  race  of  Cain,"  she  said,  "  proud  Lady, 
that  you  offer  me  gold  in  exchange  for  my  own  flesh 

"I  had  no  such  meaning,"  said  the  Lady,  gently } 
**nor  am  I  the  proud  woman  you  term  me.  Alas!  my 
own  formnes  might  have  taught  me  humility,  oven 
had  it  not  been  born  with  me. 

The  old  woman  seemed  somewhat  to  relax  her 
tone  of  severity. 

"You  are  or  gentle  blood,"  said  she,  "else  we  had 
Bot  parleyed  thus  long  together.— Yoa  are  of  gen- 
tle blood,  and  to  such^'  she  added,  drawing  up  her 
tall  form  as  she  spoke,  pride  is  as  graceful  as  is  the 
ptuma  upon  the  bonnet.  But  for  these  pieces  of  gold, 
Ladv,  you  must  needs  resume  them.  I  need  not 
money.  I  am  well  provided ;  and  I  may  not  care  for 
mvadf,  nor  think  how,  or  by  whom,  I  shall  be  sus- 


tained. Farewell,  and  keep  your  word.  Cause  your 
gates  to  be  opened^  and  your  bridges  to  be  lowered.  I 
will  set  forward  this  very  nighu  when  I  come  agam, 
I  will  demand  from  you  a  strict  account,  for  1  have 
Idt  with  you  the  jewel  of  my  life  I  Sleep  will  visit  me 
but  in  snatches,  food  will  not  refresh  me,  rest  will 
not  restore  my  strength  imtil  I  see  Roland  Grsme. 
Once  more,  farewell." 

"Make  your  obeisance^  dame."  said  Lilias  to  Mag- 
dalen Gneme^  as  she  retired,  "  inake  your  ooeisance 
to  her  ladyship,  and  tuank  her  for  her  goodness,  as  is 
but  fitting  and  right" 

The  old  woman  turned  short  round  on  the  officious 
waiting-maid.  "  Let  her  make  her  obeisance  to  me 
then,  and  I  will  return  it.  Why  should  I  bend  to  her? 
—is  It  because  her  kirtle  is  of  silk,  and  mine  of  blue 
lockeratn  ?— Go  to,  my  lady's  waiting-woman.  Know 
that  the  rank  of  the  man  rates  that  of  the  wife,  and 
that  she  who  marries  a  churl's  son.  were  she  a  king's 
daughter,  is  but  a  peasant's  bride. 

Luias  was  about  to  reply  in  great  indignation,  but 
her  mistress  imposed  silence  on  her,  and  commanded 
that  the  old  woman  should  be  safely  conducted  to  the 
mainland. 

"  Conduct  her  safe  !**  exclaimed  the  incensed  wait- 
ing-woman, while  Magdalen  Gneme  left  the  apart- 
ment I  "I  say,  duck  her  in  the  loch,  and  then  wc  will 
see  whether  she  is  witch  or  not,  as  every  body  in  the 
village  of  Lochside  will  say  and  swear.  I  marvel 
your  ladyship  could  bear  so  long  with  her  insolence." 
But  the  commands  of  the  lady  were  obeyed,  and  the 
old  dame,  dismissed  from  the  castle,  was  comnntted 
to  her  fortune.  She  kept  her  word,  and  did  not  long 
abide  in  that  place,  leaving  the  hamlet  on  the  very 
ni^jhi  succeedmg  the  interview,  and  wandering  no 
one  asked  whither.  The  Lady  of  Avertel  inquired 
under  what  circumstances  she  nad  appeared  amon^ 
them,  but  could  only  learn  that  she  was  believed  to  be 
the  widow  of  some  man  of  consequence  among  the 
Giremes  who  then  inhabited  the  Dcbateable  Land,  a 
name  given  to  a  certain  portion  of  territory  which 
was  the  frequent  subject  of  dispute  betwixt  Scotland 
and  England- that  she  had  suffered  great  wrong  in 
some  of  the  frequent  foravs  by  which  that  unfortunate 
district  wos  wasted,  ana  had  been  driven  from  her 
dwelling-place.  She  had  arrived  in  the  hamlet  no 
one  knew  for  what  purpose,  and  was  held  by  some  to 
be  a  witch,  by  others  a  zealous  Protestant,  and  by 
othere  again  a  Catholic  devotee.  Her  language  was 
mysterious,  and  her  manners  repulsive ;  and  all  that 
could  be  collected  from  her  conversation  seemed  t6 
imply  that  she  was  under  the  influence  either  pf  a 
spell  or  of  a  vow,— there  was  no  saying,  which,  since 
she  talked  as  one  who  acted  under  a  powerful  and 
external  agency. 

Such  were  the  particulars  which  the  Lady's  in- 
quines  were  able  to  collect  concerning  Magdalen 
Gnfjnr,  I'  '  .■  ':'  ^  ■  '  ,  1  ;  ^-^ii  i^ini  rrn  iVtoiv^  to 
auMiorize  :in,v  fatitiautj^rt'  (lt.Juciijjn,  In  i.tvL\.K  iho 
mit^inea  of  thii  lime,  tind  tht  various  turns  of  hie 
inci-lpntnl  to  n  fmriti(>r  country,  were  millet u^ I ly 
chn^ifi^  IVom  ihuir  linbiration*  those  who  bad  not  the 
mvn  f  1  s  o  f  dcf  tmce  or  f.i  ro  i  eel  in  n .  Thirst'  wandcf  c  rs  \a. 
th(  In  lid  ^f  ro  too  riftnti  &<?en,  to  f  xeittf  niu(^h  atttfnf  jotl 
or  Fymparhvv  Thi?y  received  the  cold  relief  whi^tti 
was  ejttprteO  hy  ei?rierBl  fotliii*sof  humnnily:  *  liitia 
ex«Mted  in  somt."  orcnnts,  and  perhaps  raiher  chiUcd  in 
othf  rii,  liy  tbo  fecdkf^tloo  tnnl  they  who  gzvt  tlv 
ch  iHtv  tti"day  niiii^ht  them  selves  w^nt  ii  lo-moimw 
Mri^rdnlon  Grppme^  therefore,  en  me  nnd  dcpnrtwl  fiky 
a  f  lifiihiw  from  the  neit^hbourhoofl  of  Avunel  CttftJi? 

'£h(r  boy  whom  Providence,  a?!  fihe  thon^^ht,  hoi 
thti-i  FTr^Tiijcly  placed  under  her  curf,  wn»  a  I  onea 
esfiihliahml  n  fnvouritf!  with  the  Lady  of  the  cttsrk'. 
How  could  U  lie  othcrwiseT  Hn  bft^ame  the  ob|ect 
of  rbose  nf1i*ctionate  fcctini^  which,  finding  forrneriy 
no  ijbjw'i  on  which  to  expafiri  tbrmj»?lvr^,  HaiJ  in- 
cn  Kstd  tilt  gloom  of  tbo  casiK  and  embittt^red  the 
soliruflc  of  lis  mi«lrLS9.  To  tcat^h  him  reading  and 
writniT  a*^  fmr  a**  hrr  flkill  went,  to  ntr^nif  fo  hid 
childifiti  eoinfort?,  to  watch  \m  Ki.»viph  *porf.\  b^nnm 
thr.  fj,r!ily'ft  ffiivouritr'  ^t]iugr?iiU"fit.  In  htT  rircr in- 
stances, where  the  ear  onk  hearti  the  lowing  of  the 
cattle  from  the  distant  hillSj  or  the  heavy  step  of  tha 


10 


THE  ABBOT. 


[Chap.  IIL 


wBfder  OS  lie  walked  upon  liis  poet,  or  the  half-envied 
IjtuKb  of  lii^rm allien  119  fi tie  turniBd  her  wheel,  the 
apT«iirance  of  the  bfoocrune  and  beauti/iil  bojrnve 
aj]  iiuerc9t  ^i^hich  tun  hardiybe  conceived  by  those 
whrj  Live  amid  g&veT  or  busier  scenes.  Toung  Roland 
Kafl  to  the  Lady  of  Avt-ncjl  what  the  flower,  which 
occupied  the  window  of  fiome  solitary  captive^  is  to 
the  poor  wiitht  by  whum  ii  is  nureed  and  cultivated, 
— soiiiethin^  i^hi«h  at  imce  excited  and  repaid  her 
care  ;  and  in  giving  ihe  boy  her  afiection,  she  felt,  as 
U  were.  Kmit^lul  Lo  hmi  uir  releasing  her  from  the 
At^X£i  of  qui  I  apaihy  in  which  she  had  usually  found 
hcnell  duKng  ih^  aba«Dct?  of  Sir  Halbert  GRendin- 
ning. 

Uiil  even  the  chwrras  of  this  blooming  favoiirite 
were  unable  lo  chase  iht!  reciirtini;;  apprehensions 
which  0A>8e  from  hrr  hti^hand's  procrantinafwi  re- 
turn. Soon  aftfr  Roland  GriEnitt  beoame  d  ri^sidcnt 
at  the  cafitlc,  a  cti^oiti,  deep»lch|?f]  by  Sir  HnlUrt, 
fanpught  lidings  LnaL  buRinesa  of  importance  stiil  lie- 
laved  iht  Knighl  at  iht^  t^urt  tif  Holy  rood.  The 
Tiiope  distant  period  which  the  rnes^nger  hnd  aa- 
ai^tiii  for  hi  9  maFter^s  arrival  at  kn^th  glided  a  way, 
fiu^mncj-  nielied  into  autunin,  and  autumn  wajs  about 
to  give  place  to  wixilor^  and  yol  be  came  noL 


CHAPTER  III. 

Tlie  wanfmrhurrMt'rooon  thooe  broad  and  brifht, 
The  warder's  Imm  wai  heard  at  dead  of  niffht, 
And  while  the  folding  portals  wide  were  flttng, 
With  tfampling  hoofs  the  rock/  pavement  rtinff.     

"Am)  yon,  too,  would  be  a  soldier,  Roland?"  said 
the  Lady  of  Avenel  to  her  young  charge,  while,  sealed 
on  a  stone  chair  at  one  end  of  the  battlementf,  she 
saw  the  boy  attempt,  with  a  long  stick,  to  mimic  the 
motions  of  the  warder,  as  he  alternately  shouldered, 
or  ported,  or  sloped  pike. 

Vea,  Lady,  said  the  boy,— for  he  was  now  fa- 
miliar, and  relied  to  her  questions  with  readiness  and 
alacrity,—"  a  soldier  will  I  bo ;  for  there  ne'er  waa 
gentleman  but  who  belted  him  with  the  brand.'* 

"  Thou  a  gentleman  f  said  Liliaa,  who,  as  usual, 
waa  in  attendance:  "such  a  gentleman  as  I  would 
make  of  a  bean^cod  with  a  rusty  kntfa" 

*'  Nay,  chide  him  not,  Lilias."  said  the  Lady  of  Ave- 
nel, "  for,  beshrew  me,  but  I  think  he  comes  of  gentle 
blood— see  how  it  muaters  in  his  face  at  your  injurious 
reproof." 

"  Had  I  my  will,  madam,"  answered  Lilias,  **  agood 
birchen  wand  ahould  make  his  colour  muster  to  better 
purpose  still.^' 

"On  my  word,  Lilias,"  said  the  Lady,  **one  would 
think  you  had  received  nann  from  the  poor  boy— or  is 
he  00  far  on  the  frosty  sidepf  vour  lavour  because  he 
enjoys  the  sunny  side  of  miner' 

'*  Over  heaven's  forbode,  my  Lady  t**  answered  Li- 
<Ias;  "I  have  lived  too  long  with  centles,  I  praise  my 
«r:ars  for  it,  to  fight  with  either  folhes  or  fantasies, 
whether  they  relate  to  beast,  bird,  or  boy." 

Lilias  was  a  favourite  in  her  own  class,  a  spoiled 
domestic,  and  often  accustomed  to  take  more  hcense 
than  her  mistress  was  at  all  tiroes  willing  to  encou- 
rage. But  what  did  not  please  the  Lady  of  Avenel, 
she  did  not  choose  to  hear,  and  thus  it  was  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  She  resolved  to  look  more  close  and 
sharply  after  the  boy,  who  had  hitherto  been  com- 
mittedi  chiefly  to  the  management  of  Lilias.  He  mast, 
she  thought,  be  bom  of  gentle  blood ;  it  were  shame 
to  think  otherwise  of  a  form  so  noble,  and  features  so 
fair;— the  very  wildness  in  which  he  occasionally  in- 
dulged, his  contempt  of  danger,  and  impatience  of 
restraint,  bad  in  them  something  noble;— assuredly 
the  child  was  bom  of  high  rank.  Such  was  her 
conclusion,  and  she  acted  upon  it  accordingly.  Tlie 
domet«tics  around  her,  less  jealous,  or  less  scrupulous 
than  Lilias,  acted  as  servants  usually  do,  following 
the  bias,  and  flattering,  for  their  own  purposes,  the  hu- 
mour of  the  Lacy ;  and  the  boy  soon  took  on  him 
those  airs  of  superiority,  which  the  sight  of  habitual 
deference  seldom  fails  to  inspire.  It  seemed,  in  truth, 
as  if  to  cooamand  were  his  natural  sphere,  so  easily 
'iid  he  use  himself  to  exact  and  receive  compliance 


with  his  humours.  The  chaplain,  indeed,  mia^t  ha'vo 
interposed  to  check  the  air  of  assumptbn  which  Ro- 
land Oneme  so  Feadily  indulged,  and  most  probablr 
would  have  willingly  rendered^  him  that  favour ;  but 
the  necessity  of  adjusting  with  his  brethren  some  dis- 
puted points  of  church  discipline  had  withdrawn  bitn 
for  some  time  from  the  castle,  and  detained  him  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Matters  stood  thus  in  the  Caatle  of  Avenel,  when  a 
winded  bugle  sent  its  shrill  and  prolonged  notes  ffom 
the  shore  of  the  lake,  and  was  replied  to  cheerily  bf 
the  signal  of  the  warder.  The  Lady  of  Avenel  kne^s 
the  sounds  of  her  husband,  and  rushed  to  the  windovr 
of  the  apartment  in  which  she  was  sitting.  A  band 
of  about  thirty  spearmen,  with  n  pennon  displayed  be- 
fore them,  wmded  along  the  indented  shores  of  the 
lake,  and  approached  the  causeway.  A  sin/;Ie  horse- 
man rode  at  the  head  of  the  party,  his*  bnght  amis 
catching  a  glance  of  the  Octooer  sun  as  be  moved 
steadily  along.  Even  at  that  distance,  the  Lody  re- 
cognised the  lofty  pluma  bearing  the  mingleaeofouM 
of  ner  own  livenesand  those  of  Glendonwyine,  blend- 
ed with  the  holly-branch ;  and  the  firm  seat  and  diip- 
nified  demeanour  of  the  rider,  joined  to  the  atately 
motion  of  the  dark-brown  steed,  sufficiently  an- 
nounced Halbert  Glendinning. 

The  Lady's  first  thought  was  that  of  rapturous  joy 
at  her  husband's  return— her  second  was  connected 
with  a  fear  which  had  sometimes  intruded  itseUi  chat 
he  mifi^ht  not  altogether  approve  the  peculiar  distinc- 
tion with  which  she  had  treated  her  orphan  ward.  In 
this  fear  there  was  implied  a  consciousness,  that  the 
favour  she  had  shown  him  was  excessive ;  for  Hsl- 
bert  Glendinning  was  at  least  as  ffentie  and  indulgent, 
aa  he  was  firm  and  rational  in  the  intercourse  of  his 
household  ;  and  to  her  in  particular,  his  conduct  had 
ever  been  most  afl'ectionately  tender. 

Yet  she  did  fear,  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  her 
conduct  might  incur  Sir  Halbert's  censure ;  and  nas- 
tily resolving  that  she  would  not  mention  the  anecdote 
of  the  boy  until  the  next  day,  she  ordered  him  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  apartment  by  Lilias. 

"  I  will  not  go  with  Lilias.  madam,"  answered  the 
spoiled  child,  who  had  more  than  once  carried  his 
point  by  perseverance,  and  who,  lik^  his  betteis.  de- 
lighted m  the  exercise  of  such  authonty,— "  I  will  not 
go  to  Liliaa's  gousty  room— I  will  suy  and  see  that 
brave  warrior  who  comes  nding  so  galumtly  along  the 
drawbridge." 

"  You  must  not  stay,  Roland,"  aaid  the  Lady,  more 

positively  than  she  usually  spoke  to  her  little  favotnite. 

"  I  will,"  reiterated  the  boy,  who  had  already  idi 

his  consequence,  and  the  probable  chance  of  success. 

**YoutftiAltolandI"  answered  the  Lady,  "what 

manner  of  word  is  that  1    I  tell  you,  you  must  go." 

"  Will,"  answered  the  forward  boy,  "is a  word  kfg 
a  man,  and  must  is  no  word  for  a  lady." 

"You  are  saucy,  sirrah."  saki  the  Lady^"LiIai^ 
take  him  with  vou  instantly." 

"I  always  thought,"  said  Lilias,  smiling,  aa  she 
seized  the  reluctant  boy  by  the  arm,  "  that  my  young 
master  must  give  place  to  my  old  ope." 

"And you. too,  are  malapert,  mistress T'  said  the 
Lady:  "hath  the  moon  changed,  that  ye  all  of  you 
thu^  forget  yourselves?" 

Lilias  made  no  reply,  but  led  off  the  boy,  who^  too 
proud  to  offer  unavailing  resistance,  darted  at  his 
benefactress  a  glance,  which  intimated  plainly,  how 
willingly  he  would  have  defied  her  authority,  had  he 
possessed  the  power  to  make  good  his  point. 

The  Lady  ot  Avenel  was  vexed  to  find  how  much 
this  trifling  circumstance  had  discomposed  her,  at 
the  moment  when  she  ought  naturally  to  have  been 
entirely  engrossed  by  her  husband's  return.  But  we 
do  not  recover  composure  by  the  mere  feeling  that 
agitation  is  mistimed.  The  glow  of  displeasure  had 
not  leA  the  Lady's  cheek,  her  rufiOed  deportment  waa 
not  yet  entirely  composed,  when  her  husband,  un- 
helmeted,  but  still  wearing  the  rest  of  his  amu^ 
enteied  the  apartment  His  appearance  banished  the 
thoughts  of  every  thing  else;  she  nished  to  h'lML 
clasped  his  iron-sheathed  frame  in  her  armj^  ana 
kissed  his  martial  and  manly  face  with  an  nmcuiaa 
which  was  at  once  evident  and  sincere.  The  wamur 
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returned  her  embrace  and  her  caress  with  the  same 
fondness :  for  the  time  which  had  passed  since  their 
union  had  diminished  its  romantic  ardour,  perhaps, 
Uut  it  had  rather  increased  its  rational  tendern^s, 
and  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning's  long  and  freouent 
absences  from  his  castle  and  prevented  affection  from 
dernnentinsi  by  habit  into  indifference. 

When  the  first  eager  Kreetings  were  paid  and 
receiTed,  the  lady  gazed  fondly  on  her  husband's 
face  as  she  remarked—"  You  are  altered,  Halbert 
—you  have  ridden  hard  and  far  to-day,  or  you  have 
beeniUr 

"  I  have  been  well,  Mary,"  answered  the  Knight, 
** passing  well  have  I  been;  and  a  long  ride  is  to 
me,  thou  well  knowcst,  but  a  thing  of  constant  cus- 
tom. Those  who  are  boriynoble  may  slumber  out 
their  lives  within  the  walls  uitheir  castres  and  manor- 
houses;  but  he  who  hath  achieved  nobility  by  his 
own  deeds  must  ever  be  in  the  saddle,  to  show  that 
he  merits  his  advancement." 

While  he  spoke  thus,  the  Lady/irazed  fondly  on 
him,  as  if  endeavouring  to  read  his  inmost  soul :  for 
the  tone  in  which  he  spoke  was  that  of  melancholy 
depression. 

Sir  Halbert  Glendinning  was  the  same,  yet  a  dif- 
ferent person  from  what  he  had  appeared  m  his  early 
years.  The  fiery  freedom  of  the  aspiring  youth  had 
given  place  to  the  steady  and  stem  composure  of  the 
approved  soldier  and  skilful  politician.  There  were 
deep  trcuses  of  care  on  those  noble  features,  9ver 
which  each  emotion  used  formerly  to  pass,  like  light 
clouds  across  a  summer  sky.  That  sky  was  now, 
not  perhaps  clouded,  but  still  and  grave,  like  that  of 
the  sober  autumn  evening.  The  forehead  was  higher 
and  more  bare  than  in  early  youth,  and  the  locks 
which  still  clustered  thick  and  dark  on  the  warrior's 
head,  were  worn  away  at  the  temples,  not  by  age, 
but  by  the  constant  pressure  of  the  steel  cap,  or  hel- 
met His  beard,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  times, 
grew  short  and  thick,  and  was  turned  into  mustaches 
en  the  upper  lip,  and  peaked  at  the  extremity.  The 
eheek,  weatherbeaten  and  embrowned,  had  lost  the 
g^w  of  youth,  but  showed  the  vigorous  complexion 
of  active  and  confirmed  manhood.  Halbert  Glen- 
dinning  was,  in  a  word,  a  knight  to  ride  at  a  king|s 
riffht  hand^to  bear  his  banner  m  war,  and  to  be  his 
counsellor  m  time  of  peace;  for  his  looks  expressed 
the  considerate  firmness  which  can  resolve  wisely 
and  dare  boldly.  Still,  over  these  noble  features, 
there  now  spread  an  air  of  dejection,  of  which. 
I»erfaap8,  the  owner  was  not  conscious,  but  which  did 
not  escape  the  observation  of  his  anxious  and  affec- 
tionate partner. 

"  Something  has  happened,  or  is  about  to  happen," 
aaid  the  Lady  of  Avenel ;  **  this  sadness  sits  not  on 
your  brow  without  cause— misfortune,  national  or 
particular,  must  needs  be  at  hand." 

"  There  is  nothing  new  that  I  wot  of,"  sail  Hal- 
bert Glcndinning;  '*^but  there  is  little  of  evil  which 
can  befidl  a  kingdom,  that  may  not  be  apprehended 
in  this  unhappy  and  divided  realm." 

"  Nay,  then,"  said  the  Lady,  "I  see  there  hath 
really  been  some  fatal  work  on  foot.  My  Lord  of 
Murray  has  not  so  long  detained  you  at  Holyrood, 
save  that  he  wanted  your  help  in  some  weighty  pur- 
pose.** 

"  I  have  not  been  at  Holyrood,  Mary,"  answered 
the  Knight ;  "  I  have  been  several  weeks  abroad." 

"AbroHsdl  and  send  me  no  word?"  replied  the 
Lady 

"  What  would  the  knowledge  have  availed,  but 
to  have  rendered  you  unhappy,  my  love?"  replied  the 
Knight ;  "  your  thoughts  would  nave  converted  the 
slightest  breeze  that  curled  your  own  lake,  into  a 
tempest  raging  in  the  German  ocean." 

"  And  have  you  then  really  crossed  the  sea?"  said 
the  Lady,  to  whom  the  very  idea  of  an  element  which 
she  had  never  seen  conveyed  notions  of  terror  and  of 
wonder,— "  really  left  your  own  native  land,  and 
trodden  distant  shores,  where  the  Scottish  tongue  is 
unheard  and  unknown  ?" 

^  Really,  and  really,"  said  the  Knight,  taking  her 
hand  in  affectionate  playfulness,  "I  nave  done  this 
MiMrvelloaB  deed— have  rolled  on  the  ocean  for  three 


days  and  three  nights,  with  the  deep  green  wavet 
dashing  by  the  side  of  my  pillow,  and  but  a  thin 
plank  to  divide  me  from  it." 

"  Indeed,  my  Halbert,"  said  the  liady,  "  that  was 
a  tempting  of  Divine  Providence.  I  never  bade  you 
unbuckle  the  sword  from  your  side,  or  lay  the  lance 
from  your  hand— I  never  bade  you  sit  still  when  your 
honour  called  you  to  rise  and  ride ;  but  are  not  blPida 
and  snear  dangers  enough  for  one  man's  life,  and 
why  would  you  trust  rough  waves  and  raging  seas?" 
We  have  in  Germany,  and  in  the  Low  Countries, 
as  they  are  called"  answered  Glendinning,  "men 
who  are  united  with  us  in  faith,  and  with  whom  it  is 
fitting  we  should  unite  in  alliance.  To  some  of  these 
I  was  despatched  on  business  as  important  as  it  was 
secret.  I  went  in  safety,  and  I  returned  in  security : 
there  is  more  danger  to  a  man's  life  betwixt  this  and 
Holyrood,  than  in  all  the  seas  that  wash  the  lowlands 
of  Holland." 

"And  the  country,  my  Halbert,  and  the  people,* 
said  the  Lady,,  "are  they  like  our  kindly  Scots?  or 
what  bearing  have  they  to  strangers  ?" 

"They  are  a  people,  Mary,  strong  in  their  wealth, 
which  renders  all  other  nations  weak,  and  weak  in 
those  arts  of  war  by  which  other  nations  are  strong.'* 

"  I  do  not  understand  you/'  said  the  Lady. 

"  The  HoIUnder  and  the  Fleming,  Mary,  pour  forth 
their  spirit  in  trade,  and  not  in  war:  their  wealth 
purchases  them  the  arms  of  foreign  soldiers,  by  whose 
aid  they  defend  it.  They  erect  dikes  on  the  sea-sbore 
to  protect  the  land  which  they  have  won,  and  they 
levy  regiments  of  the  stubborn  Switzers  and  hardy 
Germans  to  protect  the  treasures  which  they  have 
amassed.  And  thus  they  are  strong  in  their  weak- 
ness ;  for  the  very  wealth  which  tempts  their  mas- 
ters to  despoil  them,  arms  strangers  in  their  behalf.'* 

"Tfic  slothful  hinds!"  exclaimed  Mary,  thinking 
and  feeling  like  a  Scotswoman  of  the  penod;  "  have 
they  hanns,  and  fisrht  not  for  the  land  which  bora 
them  ?    They  should  be  notched  off  at  the  elbow  !** 

"Nay.  that  were  but  hard  justice,"  answered  her 
husband ;  "  for  their  hands  serve  their  country,  thoush 
not  in  battle,  like  ours.  Look  at  these  barren  hills, 
Mary,  and  at  that  deep  winding  vale  by  which  tlie 
cattle  are  even  now  returning  from  their  scanty 
browse.  The  hand  of  the  industrious  Fleming  would 
cover  these  mountains  with  wood,  and  raise  com 
where  we  now  see  a  starved  and  scanty  sward  of 
neath  and  ling.  It  grieves  me,  Mary,  when  I  look  on 
that  land,  and  think  what  benefit  it  might  receive 
from  such  men  as  I  have  lately  seen- men  who  seek 
not  the  idle  fame  derived  from  dead  ancestors,  or  the 
bloody  renown  won  in  modem  broils,  but  tre^d  along 
the  land  as  preservers  and  improvers,  not  as  tyrants 
and  destroyers." 

"These  amendments  would  here  be  but  a  vain 
fancy,  my  Halbert,"  answered  the  Lady  of  Avenel ; 
"  the  trees  would  be  burnt  by  the  English  foemen,  ere 
they  ceased  to  be  shrubs,  and  the  grain  that  you 
raised  would  be  gathered  in  by  the  first  neighbour  that 
possessed  more  riders  than  follow  your  train.  Why 
should  you  repine  at  this?  The  fate  that  made  you 
Scotsman  by  birth,  gave  you  head,  and  heart,  and 
hand,  to  uphold  the  name  as  it  must  needs  be  upheld.** 

"It  gave  me  no  name  to  uphold'*— said  Halbert, 
pacing  the  floor  slowly;  my  arm  has  been  foremost 
in  every  strife— my  voice  has  been  heard  in  every 
council,  nor  have  tne  wisest  rebuked  me.  The  craftv 
Lethington,  the  deep  and  dark  Morton^  have  heid 
secret  council  with  me,  and  Grange  and  Lindsay  have 
owned,  that  in  the  field  I  did  the  devoir  of  a  gallant 
knight— but  let  the  emergence  be  passed  when  they 
need  my  head  and  hand,  and  they  only  know  me  as 
son  of  the  obscure  portioner  of  Glendearg.** 

This  was  a  theme  which  the  Lady  always  dreaded , 
for  the  rank  conferred  on  her  husband,  toe  favour  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  powerful  Earl  of  Murray, 
and  the  high  talents  by  which  he  vindicated  his  ri^ht 
to  that  rank  and  that  favour,  were  qualities  which 
rather  increased  than  diminished  the  envy  whirh  was 
harboured  against  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning  among  a 
proud  aristocracy^  aa  «^  v^xwiw  wjj^scsJ^h  '^'^  \x&s2c>sst 
and  o\>ecute\yviVYv,  ^\vo\vtA  \\«feTv\ja\^>&  ^>TvaKvcv.  ^x- 
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r.ess  of  hiB  romd  did  not  enable  him  to  despise  the 
ideal  advantages  of  a  higher  oedigree,  which  were 
held  in  such  universal  esteem  oy  all  with  whom  he 
conversed;  and  so  open  are  the  noblest  minds  to  jeal- 
ous inconsistencies,  that  there  were  moments  in 
>vhich  he  felt  mortiScd  that  his^  ladv  should  possess 
those  advantages  of  birth  and  high  descent  which  he 
nimsc'lf  did  not  enjoy,  and  regretted  that  his  import- 
ance as  the  proprietor  of  Avenel  was  qualified  by  his 
possessing  it  only  as  the  husband  of  the  heiress.  He 
was  not  so  unjust  as  to  permit  any  unworthv  feelings 
to  retain  permanent, possession  of  his  mind,  but  yet 
they  recurred  from  time  to  lime,  and  did  not  escape 
his  Indy's  anxious  observation. 

VHad  we  been  blessed  with  children,"  she  was 
wont  on  such  occasions  to  say  to  herself,  *\had  our 
blood  been  united  in  a  son  who  might  have  joined  my 
advantages  of  descent  with  my  husband's  personal 
wortk  these  painful  and  irksome  reflections  had  not 
disturbed  our  union  even  for  a  moment  But  the  ex- 
istence of  such  an  heir,  in  whom  our  affections,  as 
well  as  pur  pretensions,  might  have  centered,  has 
been  denied  to  us." 

With  such  mutual  feelings,  it  cannot  be  wondered 
that  it  gave  the  lady  pain  to  hear  her  husband  verging 
towards  this  topic  of  mutual  discontent.  On  the  pre- 
sent, as  on  other  similar  occasions,  slie  endeavoured 
to  divert  the  Knight's  thoughts  from  this  painful 
channeL 

"  How  can  you."  she  said,  ", suffer  yourself  to  dwell 
upon  tilings  which  profit  nothing  1  Have  you  indeed 
no  name  to  uphold  1  You,  the  good  and  the  brave, 
the  wise  in  council  and  the  strong  in  battle,  have  you 
not  to  support  the  reputation  your  own  deeds  have 
won,  a  reputation  more  honouraole  than  mere  ances- 
try can  supply?  Good  men  love  and  honour  you,  the 
wicked  fear,  and  the  turbulent  obey  vou ;  and  is  h  not 
necessary  you  should  exert  yourself^ to  ensure  the  en- 
durance of  that  love,  that  nonour.  that  wholesome 
fear,  and  that  necessarv  obedience  1" 

As  she  thus  spoke,  the  eye  of  her  husband  caught 
from  hers  coiurage  and  comfort,  and  it  Lightened  as 
he  took  her  hand  and  replied.  "It  is  most  true,  my 
Mary,  and  I  deserve  thy  rebuke,  who  forget  what  I 
am,  m  repining  because  I  am  not  what  I  cannot  be. 
I  am  now  what  the  most  famed  ancestors  of  those  I 
envy  were,  the  mean  man  raised  into  eminence  by  his 
own  exertions ;  and  sure jt  is  a  boast  as  honourable  to 
have  those  capacities  which  are  necessary  to  the  foun- 
dation of  a  family,  as  to  be  descended  from  one  who 
E>sses8ed  them  some  centuries  before.  The  Hay  of 
oncarty,  who  bequeathed  his  bloody  yoke  to  his 
lineage,— the  *  dark  gray  man,'  who  first  founded  the 
house  of  Douglas,  had  yet  less  of  ancestry  to  boast 
than  I  haye.  For  thou  knowest,  Mary,  that  my  name 
derives  itself  from  a  line  of  ancient  warriors,  although 
my  immediate  forefathers  preferred  the  humble  station 
in  which  thou  didst  first  find  them ;  and  war  and 
counsel  are  not  less  proper  to  the  house  of  Glendon- 
wyne,  even  in  its  most  remote  descendants,  than  to 
the  proudest  of  their  baronage."* 

He  strode  across  the  hall  as  he  spoke;  and  the 
Ladv  smiled  internally  to  observe  how  much  his  mmd 
dwelt  upon  the  prerogatives  of  birth,  and  endeavoured 
to  establish  his  claims,  however  remote,  to  a  share 
in  them,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  afiected  to  hold 
them  in  contempt.  It  will  easily  be  guessed  however 
that  she  permitted  no  symptom  to  escape  her  that 
could  show  she  was  sensible  of  the  weakness  of  her 

*  Thia  WM  a  hou«e  of  ancient  detoent  and  ntperior  conn* 
qw>ne«,  incladinf  peraona  who  foufht  at  Bannockburn  and  Ot- 
larburn,  and  eloMlf  conMcted  by  alliance  and  (yiendihip  with 
Uie  grnat  Earli  of  Douf las.  The  Knifht  in  the  atory  argues  as 
most  Scotsmen  would  do  in  his  situation,  for  all  of  the  same 
olan  are  oopularlf  oonsidtfred  as  descended  (tmn  the  same 
Block,  and  as  bavinf  a  right  to  theanoeelral  honour  of  the  chief 
brandi.  This  opinion,  though  sometimes  ideal,  is  so  strong, 
even  at  this  day  of  innovation,  that  it  may  be  observed  as  a  na- 
'Vjnal  diflbrence  between  my  countrymen  and  tlie  English.  If 
.Km  ask  an  Rnglishman  of  good  birth,  whether  a  person  of  the 
Mane  name  be  oonneeted  with  him,  he  answers,  (if  in  diiMo,) 
*' No-he  i*  a  mere  namesake."  Ask  a  similar  question  of  a 
Scot,  (I  mean  a  Bcotsroan.)  he  replies—"  He  is  one  of  our  clan  i 
I  dare  say  there  is  a  relationship,  though  I  do  not  know  how 
distaitt"  The  Bagliahman  thinks  of  discountenancing  a  spe> 
ties  of  rivalry  in  society ;  the  Scotsman's  answer  is  grounded 
fi«  ihc  ancient  idea  of  strengthening  the  clao. 


husband,  a  perspicacity  which  oerfaaps  his  proud  apint 
could  not  very  easily  have  brooked. , 

As  he  returned  from  the  extremity  of  the  hall,  to 
which  be  had  stalked  while  in  the  act  of  vindicatiujr 
the  title  of  the  House  of  Glendonwyne  in  its  mosc 
remote  branches  to  the  full  orivileges  of  arisiocmcy. 
"Where,"  he  said,  "is  Woul  I  have  not  seen  him 
since  my  return,  and  he  was  usually  the  first  to  wei« 
come  my  home-coming." 

"  Wolt"  said  the  Lady,  with  a  alight  degree  of  em- 
barrassment, for  which,  periiaps,  she  would  haro 
found  itdifiicult  to  assign  any  reason  even  to  herself 
—"  Wolf  is  chained  up  for  the  present.  He  hath  been 
surly  to  my  page." 

"Wolf  chained  up— and  Wolf  surly  to  your  page  T* 
answered  Sir  Halbert  #lendinning ;  "Wolf^  never 
was  surly  to  any  one :  and  the  chain  will  either  Veak 
his  spirit  or  render  him  savage— So  ho,  there--aet 
Wolffree  directly." 

He  was  obeyed ;  and  the  huge  dog  rushed  into  the 
hall,  disturbing,  by  his  unwieldy  and  boisterous  gam- 
bojs,  the,  whole  economy  of  reeliL  rocks,  and  distafli^ 
with  which  the  maidens  of  the  household  were  em- 
ployed when  the  arrival  of  their  lord  was  a  signal  to 
them  to  withdraw,  and  extracting  from  Lilios,  who 
was  summoned  toput  them  again  in  order,  the  natu- 
ral observation.  "That  the  laird's  pet  was  as  trouble- 
some as  the  lady's  page." 

"  And  who  is  this  page>  Mary  7"  sski  the  Knight,  hia 
attention  again  called  to  the  subject  by  the  observa* 
tion  of  the  waiting-woman,— "W^ho  is  this  page^ 
whom  every  one  seems  to  weigh  in  the  balance  with 
my  old  friend  and  favourite.  Wolf  ?— When  did  you 
aspire  to  the  dignity  of  keeping  a  page,  or  who  is  the 
bov  7" 

^I  trust,  my  Halbert,"  said  the  Lady,  not  without 
a  blush,  "  you  will  not  think  yoiu-  wife  entitled  to  lets 
attendance  than  other  ladies  of  her  quality  7" 

"Nay,  Dame  Mary,"  answered  tne£jiight,  "it  is 
enough  you  desire  such  an  attendant.— Vet  I  have 
never  loved  to  nurse  such  useless  menials— a  lady's 

K age— it  may  well  suit  the  proud  English  dames  to 
ave  a  slender  youth  to  bear  their  trains  from  bower 
to  hall,  fan  them  when  they  slumber,  and  touch  the  lute 
for  them  when  they  please  to  listen ;  but  our  Scottish 
matrons  were  wont  to  be  above  such  vanities,  and 
our  Scottish  youth  oufi^t  to  be  bzed  to  the  spear  and 
the  stirrup." 

"Nay,  out,  my  husband,"  said  the  Lady,  "I did  but 
iest  when  I  called  this  boy  my  page ;  he  is  in  sooth  a 
little  orphan  whom  we  saved  from  perishing  in  the 
lake,  and  whom  I  have  since  kept  in  the  casUe  out  of 
charity.— Lilias,  bring  little  Roland  hither." 

Roland  entered  accordingly,  and,  flying  to  the 
Lady's  sid&  took  hold  of  the  plaits  of  her  gown,  and 
then  turned  round,  and  gazed  with  an  attention,  not 
unraingled  with  fear,  upon  the  stately  form  or  the 
Knight—"  Roland."  said  the  Lady,  "  go  kiss  the  hand 
of  the  noble  Knight,  and  ask  him  to  be  thy  protec- 
tor."—But  Roland  obeyed  not,  and  keeping  his  sta- 
tic r  onnr-nM  t--  7"7i-?  fix'"i"!lv  nm\  Timklly  on  Sir 
HnlliLit  ijluidirLciiii^— "<J4^to  iJitKiu^ht,  boy," said 
thi  I.july;  ^'whal  dost  thau  fenr,  child  7  Go,  kiss 
SirHalbert'Hh.ind-" 

"I  will  kJB9  no  hand  save  yours,  lady,"  answered 
the  hoy. 

"  Nay,  but  do  as  you  ttrv  commanded,  child,"  ra» 
pU^d  tiie  Lndy*— "He  isdajphoH  by  your  presence^"  she 
said,  apologidnjBf  to  her  huflbana  {  **  but  is  he  not  a 
hnndsome  boy  T 

'^4nd  no  15  Wolt"  enid  SirHnlhwItas  he  patted 
his  hu^c  four-fooltvJ  favourite,  "afasndaomedog;  but 
he  hn^  tliiis  don  Me  advaniageover  ™rne»i^favouritek 
tbnt  Iko  does  what  he  is  conimandtd,  and  hears  not 
wluni  he  is  rrui&etl.*' 

^"Nay,  now  you  are  diFp1f'ji9c?d  with  me,"  relied 
th^Ldilyj  "and  yet  why  fthould  you  be  so 7  Theie 
is  nothing  wron&  in  relieving  the  difttreased  oiphan, 
or  in  luvici^  tliat  whicli  l«  in  ittelf  luviJy  and  deserv- 
ing^ of  aifeo  lion.  But  you  have  seen  Mr.  Warden  at 
Edinburgh,  nnd  he  has  set  you  apoin^t  the  poor  boy." 

''My  dear  MaryV  annwertd  h«r  husband,  "Mr, 
Warrlen  bettor  ktmvvs  hiH  pl&c»  iIjqji  to  presume  to 
int^ere  ©ther  in  y^ilfW^^H^^^e,    I  neither 
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bimina  yoiir  rBliertng  this  bo3r,  nor  joqr  kindness  for 
hiin.  But,  I  think,  considenng  his  birth  and  pros- 
pecta,  you  ought  not  to  treat  him  with  injudicious  fond- 
ness, which  can  only  end  in  rendering  him  unfit  for 
the  humble  situation  to  which  heaven  has  designed 
hiin." 

"Nay,  but.  mv  Halbert,  do  but  look  at  the  boy," 
smd  the  Lady,  "  and  see  whether  he  has  not  the  air 
of  being  intended  by  Heaven  for  something  nobler 
than  a  mere  peasant.  May  he  not  be  designed  as 
others  have  been,  to  rise  out  of  a  humble  situation 
into  honour  and  eminence  7" 

Thus  far  had  she  proceeded,  when  the  conscious- 
ness that  she  was  treading  upon  delicate  ground  at 
onoe  occurred  to  her,  ana  induced  her  to  take  the 
most  natural,  but  the  worst  of  all  courses  on  such 
occasions,  whether  in  conversation  or  in  an  actual 
bog,  namely,  that  of  stopping  suddenly  short  in  the 
illustration  which  she  had  commenced.  Her  brow 
crimsoned,  and  that  of  Sir  Halbert  Olendinning  was 
slightly  overcast  But  it  was  only  for  an  instant; 
for  he  wasincapable  of  mistaking  hislady^s  meaning, 
or  supposing  that  she  meant  intentional  disrespect  to 
htm. 

**  Be  it  as  you  please,  my  love."  he  replied :  /*!  owe 
you  too  much,  to  contradict  you  in  aught  which  may 
render  your  solitary  mode  of  life  more  endurable. 
Make  of  this  youth  what  you  will,  and  you  have  my 
fiiU  authority  tor  doing  so.  But  remember  he  is  your 
diarge,  not  mine— remember  he  hath  limbs  to  do 
man  service,  a  soul  and  a  tongue  to  worship  God ; 
breed  him,  therefore,  to  be  true  to  his  country,  and  to 
Heaven ;  and  for  the  rest,  dispose  of  him  as  you  list 
—it  is,  and  shall  rest,  your  own  matter." 

This  conversation  decided  the  fate,  of  Roland 
Orsme,  who  from  thenceforward  was  little  noticed 
by  the  master  of  the  mansion  of  Avenel,  but  indulged 
and  favoured  by  itB  mistress. 

Tliis  situation  led  to  many  important  consequences, 
■nd,  in  truth,  tended  to  bnng  forth  the  character  of 
the  youth  in  all  its  broad  lignts  and  deep  shadows. 
As  the  Knight  himself  seemed  tacitly  to  disclaim 
alike  interest  and  control  over  the  immediate  favour- 
ite of  his  lady,  young  Roland  was,  by  circumstances, 
exempted  from  the  strict  discipline  to  which,  as  the 
retainer  of  a  Scottish  man  of  rank,  he  would  other- 
wise have  been  subjected,  according  to  all  the  rigour 
of  the  age.  But  the  steward,  or  master  of  the  house- 
hold—such was  the  proud  title  assumed  by  the  head 
domestic  of  each  petty  baron— deemed  it  not  advisa- 
ble to  interfere  with  the  favourite  of  the  Lady,  and 
especially  since  she  had  brought  the  estate  into  the 
present  family.  Master  Jasper  Wingate  was  a  man 
experienced,  as  he  often  boasted,  in  the  ways  of  great 
fiunilies,  and  knew  how  to  keep  the  steerage  even, 
when  wind  and  tide  chanced  to  be  in  contradiction. 

This  prudent  personage  winked  at  much,  and 
avoided  giving  oroortunity  for  further  offence,  by  re- 
questing Uttle  of  Roland  GnBme  beyond  the  degree  of 
attention  which  he  was  himself  disposed  to  pay; 
rightly  conjecturing,  that  however  lowly  the  place 
wnich  the  youth  miffht  hold  in  the  favour  of  the 
Knight  of  Avenel,  still,  to  make  an  evil  report  of  him 
would  make  an  enemy  of  the  Lady,  without  securing 
the  favour  of  her  husband.  With  these  prudential 
considerations,  and  doubtless  not  without  an  eye  to 
httown  ease  and  convenience,  he  taught  the  boy  as 
much,  and  only  as  much,  as  he  chose  to  learn,  readily 
admitting  whatever  apology  it  pleased  his  pupil  to 
allege  in  excuse  for  idleness  or  negligence.  As  the 
other  persons  in  the  castle,  to  whom  such  tasks  were 
delegated,  readily  imitated;  the  prudential  ponduct  of 
the  major-rdomo,  there  was  little  control  used  towards 
Roland  Gneme,  who,  of  course,  learned  no  more  than 
what  a  very  active  mind,  and  a  tot&l  impatience  of 
absolute  idleness,  led  him  to  acquire  upon  his  own 
account,  and  by  dint  of  his  own  exertions.  The  latter 
were  croecially  earnest,  when  the  Lady  herself  con- 
descended to  be  his  tutoress,  or  to  examine  his 
progress. 

It  followed  also  from  his  quality  as  my  Lady's 

fimmrite.  that  Roland  was  viewed  with  no  peculiar 

«ood-wili  by  the  followers  of  the  Knight,  many  of 

whom,  of  tne  same  agOi  and  apparently  similar  ori- 
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S^n,  with  the  fortunate  page,  were  subjected  to  severe 
observance  of  the  ancient  and  rigorous  discipline  of  a 
feudal  retainer.  To  these,  Roland  Graeme  was  of 
course  an  object  of  envy,  and,  in  consequence,  of  dis- 
like and  detraction ;  but  the  vouih  possessed  qualities 
which  it  was  impossible  to  depreaate.  Pnde,  and  a 
sense  of  early  ambition,  did  for  him  what  severity  and 
constant  instruction  did  for  others.  In  truth,  the 
vouthful  Roland  displayed  that  early  flexibility  both  of 
body  and  mind,  which  renders  exercise,  either  mental 
or  bodily,  rather  matter  of  sport  than  of  study;  and 
it  seemed  as  if  he  acquired  accidentally,  and  by  starts, 
those  accomplishments,  which  earnest  and  constant 
instruction  enforced  by  frequent  reproof  and  occa- 
sional chastisement,  had  taught  to  others.  Such  mili- 
tary exercises,  such  lessons  of  the  period,  as  he  found 
it  agreeable  or  convenient  to  apply  to,  he  learned  so 
perfectly,  os  to  confouftd  those  who  were  ignorant 
how  o(\en  the  want  of  constant  application  is  com- 
pensated by  vivacity  of  talent  and  ardent  enthusiasm. 
The  lads,  tnerefore,  who  were  more  regularly  trained 
to  arms,  to  horsemanship,  and  to  other  necessary 
exercises  of  the  period,  while  they  envied  Roland 
Graeme  the  indulgence  or  negligence  with  which  he 
seemed  to  be  treated,  had  little  reason  to  boast  of  their 
own  superior  acquirements ;  a  few  hours,  with  the 
powerful  exertion  of  a  most  energetic  will,  seemed  to 
do  for  him  more  than  the  regular  mstruction  of  weeks 
could  accomplish  for  others. 

Under  these  advantages,  if  indeed,  they  were  to  be 
termed  such,  the  character  of  young  Roland  began  to 
develope  itself  It  was  bold,  peremptory,  decisive,  and 
overbearing;  generous,  if  neither  withstood  nor  con- 
tradicted; vehement  and  prissionnte,  if  censured  or 
opposed.  He  seemed  to  cc j  n  ?  id  cr  hi  n i  e^\(  s  a  a  t  r  3c  f  i  ed 
to  no  one,  and  responsibli^;  in  nn  t>ne.  i+xct^pt  hi;*  mis- 
tress:  and  even  over  her  riMNri  he  tiaii  ^a^luiitly  nc- 
Quired  that  species  of  as '>  imIi  nry  ivhteh  inilulgcnca 
is  so  apt  to  occasion.  Ai)<\  fjlrlnnji^h  iluMiiiiTittriate 
followers  and  dcpcndcnta  of  Sir  Halbert  fikndm"  ^ 
ningsaw  his  ascendency  wirh  jwulousy^  and  often  took  ' 
occasion  Jo  mortify  his  intuty^  iljcna  wanu^d  not 
those  who  were  willing  to  nonmre  tlie  favour  ftf  the 
Lady  of  Avenel  by  humcurinf^  nnd  Enkinc  part  wirh 
jhe  youth  whom  she  pTotPi'U^d ;  fi^r  filthotjijh  a  fnvour- 
ite.  as  the  poet  assures  u-4,  lui^  no  Te  ii  luf,  he  st'Idom 
fails  to  have  both  followers  and  flatterers. 

The  partisans  of  Roland  Grame  were  chiefly  to  be 
found  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  hamlet  on 
the  shore  or  the  lake.  These  villagers,  who  were 
sometimes  tempted  to  compare  their  own  situation 
with  that  of  the  immediate  and  constant  followers  of 
the  Knight,  who  attended  liim  on  his  frequent  jour- 
nevs  to  Edmbui^h  and  elsewhere,  delighted  in  con- 
siaering  and  representing  themselves  as  more  pro- 
perlv  tne  subjects  of  the  Lady  of  Avenel  than, of 
her  husband.  It  is  true,  her  wisdom  and  affection, on 
all  occasions  discounienanred  the  distinction  which 
was  here  implied ;  but  the  villagers  persisted  in  think- 
ing it  must  be  agreeable  to  her  to  enjoy  their  peculiar 
and  undivided  homage,  or  at  least  in  acting  as  if  they 
thought  so ;  and  one  chief  mode  by  which  tbey  cvincea 
their  sentiments,  washy  the  respect  they  paid  to  young 
Roland  Graeme,  the  favourite  attendant  of  the  de- 
scendant of  their  ancient  lords.  This  was  a  mode  of 
flattery  too  pleasing  to  encounter  rebuke  or  censure ; 
nnd  tne  opportunity  which  it  afforded  the  youth  to 
form,  as  it  were,  a  party  of  his  own  within  tne  lit»iits 
of  the  ancient  barony  of  Avenel,  added  not  a  little  to 
the  audacity  and  decisive  tone  of  a  character,  which 
was  by  nature  bold,  impetuous,  and  incontrollable. 

Of  the  two  members  of  the  hou5ohola  who  had 
manifested  an  early  jealouw  of  Roland  Orarne,  the 
prejudices  of  Wolf  were  easfly  overcome :  and  in  pro- 
cess of  time  the  noble  dog  slept  with  Bran,  Luath, 
and  the  celebrated  hounds  of  ancient  days.  But  Mr. 
Warden,  the  chaplain,  lived,  and  retained  his  dislike 
to  the  vouth.  That  good  man,  single-minded  ana 
benevofent  as  he  really  was,  entertained  rather  moro  ■ 
than  a  reasonable  idea  of  the  respect  due  to  him  as  a 
minister,  and  exacted  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
-castle  more  deference  than  the  haughty  young  page, 
proud  of  his  mistress's  favour,  and  petulant  from 
youth  and  situation,  was  at  oil  times  wUling  to  pay; 
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His  bold  and  free  demeanour,  his  atlachment  to  rich  r  nttachmen.*  in  that  which  he  had  forxned  to  his  mu- 
drcfis  and  decoration,  his  inaptitude  to  receive Instruc-  (ct.  He  wais  a  lavourite  in  his  dr:partnient,  jcaioui 
tion,  and  his  hardening  himself  against  rebuke,  were  |  And  conceited  of  hia  skilly  as  masters  of  the  gum 
circumstances  which  induced  the  good  old  man,  with  ,  usually  are;  for  the  rest  ox  his  character,  lie  was  a  Kticr 
more  haste  than  charity,  to  set  the  forward  page  down  nnd  a  parcel  poet,  (qualities  which  by  no  means  abated 
as  a  vessel  of  ¥#ath,  and  to  presage  that  ilie  youth  |  his  natural  conceit,)  a  jolly  fellow,  who,  though  a 
nursed  that  pride  and  hauj^htiness  of  spirit  which  ^ound  Protestant,  loved  a  naffon  of  ale  better  tbao  a 
goes  f>efore  ruin  and  destruction.  On  the  other  hand  '  long  sermon,  a  stout  man  ofhis  hands  when  Deed 
Roland  evinced  at  times  a  marked  dit^like,  and  even  '  required,  true  to  his  master,  and  a  little  presuming  on 


something  like  contempt,  of  the  chaplain.  Most  of 
the  attendants  and  followers  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendin* 
ning  entertained  the  same  charitable  thoughts  as  the 
cvcrend  Mr.  Warden  ;  but  while  Roland  was  favoured 
by  their  lady,  and  endured  by  their  lord,  they  saw  no 
policy  in  making  their  opinions  public. 

Roland  Grieme  was  sufficiently  sensible  of  the 
unpleasant  situation  in  which  he  stood ;  but  in  the 
haughtiness  of  his  heart  he  retorted  upon  the  other 
domestics  the  distant,  cold,  and  sarcastic  manner  in 
which  they  tR-ated  him,  assumc^i  an  air  of  supe- 
riority which  compelled  the  most  obstinate  to  obe- 
dience, and  had  ihu  satisfaction  at  least  to  be  dreaded, 
if  he  was  heartily  hated. 

The  chaulain's  marked  dislike  had  the  effect  of 
rBCommcnding  him  to  tlic  attention  of  Sir  Halbert's 
brother,  Rdwurd,  who  now,  under  the  conventual 
appellation  of  Father  Ambrose,  continued  to  be  one 
of  the  few  monks  whu,  with  the  Abbot  Eustasius, 
had,  notHnthstanding  inc  nearly  total  downfall  of 
their  faith  under  the  regency  of  Murray,  been  still  per- 
mitted to  linger  in  the  cloisters  at  Kenoaquhair.  Re- 
apcct  to  Sir  Halbert  had  prevented  their  being  alto- 
f^cthcr  driven  out  of  the  Abbey,  though  their  order 
was  now  in  a  great  measure  suppressed,  and  they 
were  interdicted  the  public  exercise  of  their  ritual,  and 
only  allowed  for  their  t;iipi)ort  a  small  pension  out  of 
their  once  splendid  revenues.  Father  Ambrose,  thus 
situated,  was  an  occasional,  though  very  rare  visit- 
ant, at  the  Castle  of  Avenel,  and  was  at  such  times 
observed  to  pay  pnrtirular  attention  to  Roland  Gramme, 
who  seemed  to  return  it  with  more  depth  of  feeling 
than  consisted  with  his  usual  habits. 

Thus  situated,  vears  glided  on,  during  which  the 
Knight  of  Avenel  continued  to  act  a  frequent  and 
important  part  in  the  convulsions  of  his  distracted 
country;  while  yoiuig  Gneme  anticipated,  both  in 
wishes  and  persoiial  accomplishments,  the  af*e  which 
ithould  eiiable  him  to  emerge  from  the  obscuntyof  his 
oresent  situation. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Amid  their  enp»  that  rnwiy  flow'd, 

Their  revelry  and  mirth, 
A  routhful  lord  Ux'd  Valentine 

With  bow  and  doubtAil  birth. 

Valentine  and  Onon. 

When  Roland  Graeme  was  a  youth  about  seven- 
teen ycai-s  of  age,  he  chanced  one  summer  morning 
lo  descend  to  the  mew  in  which  Sir  Halbert  Glcndin- 
ning  kept  his  hawks,  in  order  to  superintend  the 
training  of  an  eyas,  or  young  hawk,  which  he  himself, 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  neck  and  limbs,  had  taken 
from  a  eelebratwl  eyry  in  the  neighbourhood,  caljed 
Gledscrai}{.  As  he  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with 
.he  attention  which  had  been  bestowed  on  his  fa- 
vourite bird,  he  was  not  slack  in  testifying  his  dis- 
Eleasure  to  the  fnloonor's  lad,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
ave  attended  upon  it 

"What,  hoi  sir  knave,"  exclaimed  Roland,  "is  it 
-hus  you  feed  the  eyas  with  unwashed  meat,  as 
were  gorging;  the  foul  brancher  of  a  worthless  hoodie- 
crow 


his  interest  with  him. 

Adam  WoodcocL  such  as  we  have  described  him, 
hy  no  means  relished  the  freodom  used  by  yoiin% 
(^rsme,  in  chastising  his  assistant.  *'He^',  liey,  rey 
l.ady*spage,"  said  hc^  stepping  between  his  own  boy 
nnd  Roland,  "  fair  and  softly,  an  it  like  your  gilt  jacket 
—hands  off  is  fair  play— if  my  boy  has  done  aniiis,  I 
can  beat  him  myself  and  then  you  may  keep  your 
Uanda  soft" 

"I  will  beat  him  and  thee  too,"  answered  Roland, 
without  hesitation,  "  an  ye  look  not  better  after  your 
business.  Sec  bow  the  bird  is  cast  away  h^tweeo 
)  ou.  I  found  the  careless  lurdane  feeding  her  with 
unwashed  flesh,  and  she  an  eyas."* 

"  Go  to,"  said  the  falconer,  "  thou  art  but  an  eyas 
thyself,  child  Roland.— What  knowcst  thou  of  feed- 
ing? I  say  that  the  eyas  should  have  her  meatcn- 
%v ashed,  until  she  becomes  a  brancher— 'twere  the 
ready  way  to  give  her  the  frounce,  to  wash  her  iDeat 
fiijoncr,  and  so  knows  every  one  who  knows  a  glcd 
from  a  falcon." 

"  It  is  thine  own  lazmesfk  thon  false  English  blood 
that  dost  nothing  but  drink  and  sleep,"  retorted  tht 
piif^  "and  leaves  that  lithcr  lad  to  do  the  work, 
^hich  he  minds  as  little  as  thou." 

"And  am  I  so  idle  then,"  said  the  falconer,  '*thit 
hrtve  three  cast  of  hawks  lo  look  after,  at  perch  tod 
■new,  and  to  fly  them  in  the  field  to  boot?— and  any 
l.ady's  page  so  busy  a  man  that  he  must  take  me  op 
«=hort  ?— and  am  I  of  false  English  blood  ?— I  mirrd 
\^  hat  blood  thou  art— neither  Englander  nor  Scot- 
n^i  nor  flesh— a  bastard  from  the  Dcbateable  Land, 
^^ithout  either  kith,  kin,  or  ally  I— Marry,  out  upon 
^\\ce,  foul  kite,  that  would  fain  be  a  tercel  gentle. 

The  reply  to  this  sarcasm  was  a  box  on  the  ear, » 
well  applied,  that  it  overthrew  tlie  falconer  into  tht 
f  isieni  in  which  water  was  kept  for  the  benefit  of  the 
hawks.  Up  started  Adam  Woodcock,  his  wrath  Wh 
wise  appeased  by  the  cold  immersion,  and  seizing  oa 
a  truncheon  which  stood  bv.  would  have  soon  roqunBd 
the  injury  he  had  received,  had  not  Roland  laid  hit 
hand  on  nis  poniard,  and  sworn  by  all  that  wassaocd. 
that  if  he  offered  a  stroke  towanis  hini,  he  woukl 
sheathe  the  blade  in  his  bowels.  Tlie  noise  was  now 
Fo  great,  that  more  than  one  of  the  household  cam 
in,  and  amongst  others  the  major-xinmcL  a  flp-aTepc^ 
son  age,  already  mentioned,  whose  gold  chain  ini 
white  wand  intimat«3d  his  authority.  At  the  appctf^ 
a  rice  of  this  dignitary,  the  strife  was  for  the  present 
lippeased.  lie  embraced,  however,  so  favourable  u 
opportunity,  to  read  Roland  Graeme  a  shrev^-d  lectan 
itn  the  impropriety  of  his  deportment  to  his  feUov- 
ixtenials,  and  to  assure  him,  that  should  he  conimunh 
tate  this  fray  to  his  master,  (who,  though  nowoo  am 
of  his  frequent  expeditions,  was  speedily  enccted  M 
return,)  which  but  for  respect  to  nis  Lady  he  woald 
most  certainly  do,  the  residence  of  the  cutpxii  in  the 
*  'astle  of  Avenel  would  be  but  of  brief  duration.  **  Bm, 
however,"  added  the  prudent  master  of  the  houacbotd. 
"  I  will  report  the  matter  first  to  my  Lady." 

"  Very  just,  very  rittht.  Master  Wingatfs."  exclaiari 

'Aval      %ft\tru\a     tntvotViar  ^     *'v*%<r    T   nrla.     ....Il     a>v..a^«b  ■ 


TYnaunu;  eu  iviia^c,     t;xciaiiiii;u  xvuioiiu,     la  ii  |,  very  jusi,  very  nKni,  xnasier  T^ingaic.    exciauBBB 

thus  you  feed  the  eyas  with  unwashed  meat,  as  if  you   Ptn-cral  voices  togetner;  "my  Lady  will  consider  if 

rging  the  foul  brancher  of  a  worthless  hoodie-    fJaggei *-  *-  -" -  ' •»•    — > 

by  the  mas-s,  and  thou  hapt  neglected  its  cast-    find  w  

mgs  also  for  these  two  (lays!    Think'st  thou  1  ven- 1  hold,  where  there  is  the  fear  of  God,  or  amoBill 


daggers  are  to  be  drawn  on  us  for  ever)'  idle  word, 
1  whether  we  are  to  live  in  a  well-ordered  1 


lured  my  neck  to  bring  the  bird  down  from  the  crag   iJrawn  dirks  and  sharp  knives." 

that  thou  shouldst  spoil  her  by  thy  neglect?"    And  ,     The  object  of  this  general  resentment  darted  u 

lo  add  force  lo  his  remonstrances,  he  conferred  a  cufTj  Qn«r>' glance  around  him,  and  suppressinj;  withdifi* 

or  two  on  the  negligent  attendant  of  the  hawks,  who.  I  k  iilty  the  desire  which  urged  him  to  reply  in  furious  or 

vhoutmg  rather  louder  than  was  necessary  under  all !  in  cuntcmptuous  languac;c,  returned  Iiis  dagger  iDto 

the  circumBianccSt  brought  the  masu>r  falconer  to  his    tlie  scabbard,  lookedf  disdainfully  around  upon  tbs 

attsistanc*^.  1.  oiiseinbled  menials,  turned  short  upon  his  ImcI,  ud 

^Adpm  nWcock,  the  falconer  of  AvcneV  waa  w\  \    ♦  TYwwv%^^\«<»x«v«i%twws%^vithoriiiM  how  lout  ibaaa* 

Kntslishman  by  b:r(h,  but  so  long  m  inc  acrwce  "^    n\tii  Vin>-r  v  iV>-rAA  v  ^-^^  'i-*^  ^rvn  -r>Y>T^>m  ifiaiwiMij  r— 

'^Unaing,  tna:  he  had  IobI  much  of  bia  iiavvoixti\^«%«to«A.  ^^ 
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^hin^  aside  those  who  stood  betwixt  him  and  the 
door,  left  the  apartment. 

**  This  will  be  no  tree  for  my  nest,"  said  the  fal- 
coner, "  if  this  cock-sparrow  is  to  crow  over  us  as  he 
■eems  to  do." 

•*He  s'ruck  me  with  his  switch  yesterday,"  said 
one  of  the  j^ooms,  "  because  the  tail  of  his  worship's 
gelding  was  not  trimmed  altogether  so  as  suited  nis 
humour." 

**And  I  promise  you"  said  the  laundress,  "my 
young  master  will  stick  nothing  to  call  an  honest 
woman  slut  and  nuean,  if  there  be  but  a  speck  of  soot 
upon  his  band-cx)llar." 

"  If  Master  Wingate  do  not  his  crrAnd  to  my  Lady," 
was  the  general  result,  "  there  will  be  no  tanying  m 
the  same  house  with  Roland  Graeme." 

The  master  of  the  household  heard  them  all  for 
some  time,  and  then,  motioning  for  universal  silence, 
he  addressed  them  with  all  the  dignity  of  Malvolio 
himself.—"  My  masters.— not  forgetting  you,  my  mi»- 
tpssscs,— do  not  think  the  worse  of  me  that  1  proceed 
with  as  much  care  as  haste  m  this  matter.  Our  mas- 
ter is  a  gallant  knij^t,  and  will  have  his  sway  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  wood  and  field,  in  hall  and 
bower,  as  the  saying  is.  Our  Lady,  my  benison  upon 
her,  is  also  a  noble  person  of  long  descent,  and  right- 
ful heir  of  this  place  and  baronv,  and  she  also  loves 
her  will :  as  for  that  matter,  snow  me  the  woman 
who  doth  not.  Now,  she  hath  fovourcd,  doth  ftrvour, 
and  will  favour  this  jackanapes— for  what  good  part 
about  him  I  know  not,  save  that  as  one  noble  lady 
will  love  a  messan  dog,  and  another  a  screaming 
popinjav,  and  a  third  a  Barbnry  ape,  so  doth  it  please 
our  noble  dame  to  sot  her  affections  upon  tliis  stray 
elf  of  a  page,  for  naught  that  I  can  think  of,  save  that 
she  was  the  cause  of^  his  being  saved  (the  more's  the 
pity)  from  drowning."  And  here  Master  Wiugato 
made  a  pause. 

"  I  would  have  been  his  caution  for  a  gray  groat, 
against  salt  water  or  fresh,"  said  Roland's  adver- 
sary, the  falconer;  "  marry,  if  he  crack  not  a  rope  for 
stabbing  or  for  snatching,  I  will  be  content  never  to 
hood  hawk  again." 

"Peace,  Adam  Woodcock,"  said  Wingate^  waving 
his  hand;  "I  prithee,  peace,  man- Now,  my  Ladv, 
liking  this  springald,  as  aforesaid,  dim^y  tliiTeUi 
from  my  Lord,  who  loves  never  a  bone  in  his  sEtiii- 
Now,  is  it  for  me  to  stir  up  strife  betwiJtl  ihtm.  and 
put  as  'twere  my  finger  betwLxt  the  bark  uiiJ  the 
tree,  on  account  of  a  pragmatical  youn^rstcr,  whom. 
nevertheless,  I  would  willingly  see  whij^fn^J  fyrth  *>f 
the  barony  7  Have  patience,  and  this  bud  will  break 
without  our  meddling.  1  have  been  in  nwTvice  since 
I  wore  a  beard  on  my  chin,  till  now  that  that  beartl  k 
turned  gray,  and  I  have  seldom  known  any  one  bet- 
ter tllAtna^IVOa     OVon    Ktr  talrinnr  tV%a  \nAtt^a  na*i«  anminal 


"  then  trust  me,  his  song  shall  soon  be  laid.  If  my 
mistress  does  not  ask  me  what  is  the  matter  below 
stairs  before  she  be  ten  minutes  of  time  older,  she  is 
no  bom  woman,  and  my  name  is  not  Lihas  Brad 
bourne." 

In  pursuance  of  her  plan,  Mistress  Lili as  failed  not 
to  present  herself  before  her  Mistress  with  all  the  ex- 
terior of  one  who  is  possessed  of  an  important  secret, 
—that  is,  she  had  the  corners  of  h<;r  mouth  turned 
down,  her  eyes  raised  up,  her  lips  pressed  as  fast 
together  as  if^  they  had  been  sewed  up^  to  prevent  her 
blabbing,  and  an  au"  of  prim  mystical  importance  dif- 
fused over  her  whole  person  ami  demeanour,  which 
seemed  to  intimate,  "I  know  something  which  I  am 
resolved  not  to  toll  you!" 

Lilias  had  rightly  read  her  mistress's  temper,  who 
wise  and  good  as  she  was,  was  yet  a  daughter  of 
grandam  Eve,  and  could  not  witness  this  mysterious 
bearing  on  the  part  of  her  waiting- woman  without 
longing  to  ascertain  the  secret  cause.  For  a  space. 
Mrs.  Lilias  was  obdurate  to  all  inquiries,  sighed, 
turned  her  eyes  up  hijgher  yet  to  heaven,  hoped  for 
the  best,  but  had  nothmg  particular  to  communicate. 
AH  this,  as  was  most  natural  and  proper,  only  stimu- 
lated the  Lady's  curiosity;  neither  was  her  impor- 
tunity to  be  parried  with,— "Thank  God,  I  am  no 
makebate— no  tale-bearer,- thank  God,  I  never  en- 
vied any  one's  favour,  or  was  onxious  to  nropale  their 
misdemeanour,— only,  thank  God,  there  nas  been  no 
bloodshed  and  murder  in  the  house— that  is  all." 

"Bloodshed  and  murder!"  exclaimed  the  Lady, 
"what  does  the  quean  mean?— if  you  speak  not  plaui 
out,  yon  shall  have  something  you  will  scarce  be 
thankful  for." 

**  Navj  my  Lady,"  answered  Lilias,  eager  to  disbur- 
den her  mind,  or,  in  Chaucer's  phrase,  'to  unbuckle 
her  mail,'  "if  you  bid  me  speak  out  the  tnith,  you 
must  not  be  moved  with  what  might  displease  you— 
Roland  Graeme  has  dirked  Adam  Woodcock— that  is 
all." 

"  Good  Heaven !"  said  the  Lady,  turning  as  pale  as 
ashes,  "is  the  man  slain?" 

"No,  madam,"  replied  Lilias,  "but  slain  he  wonia 
have  been,  if  there  had  not  been  ready  help ;  but  may 
be,  it  is  your  Ladyship's  pleasure  that  this  young 
esquire  shall  poniard  the  servants  as  well  as  switch 
and  batoon  them." 

"Go  to,  minion,"  said  the  Lady,  "you  are  saucy 
—tell  the  master  of  the  household  to  attend  me  in- 
stantly." 

Lilins  hastened  to  seek  out  Mr.  Wingate,  and  hurry 
him  to  his  lady's  presence,  spea!ung  as  a  word  m 
season  to  him  on  the  way,  '*I  have  set  the  stone 
a-trowling,  look  that  you  do  not  let  it  stand  still." 

The  steward,^  too  prudential  a  person  to  commit 


ter  themsefves,  even  by  taking  the  lady's  part  agamst    himself  otherwise,  answered  by  a  sly  look  and  a  nod 
the  lord's;  but  never  one  who  did  not  dirk  himseLQ  if   of     "   '* 


he  took  the  lord's  against  the  lady's. 

•*  And  80,'*  said  Lilias,  "  we  are  to  be  crowed  over, 
every  one  of  us,  men  and  women,  cock  and  hen,  by 
this  httle  upstart  ?— I  will  try  titles  with  him  first,  1 
promise  you.— I  fancy.  Master  Winaat^  for  as  wise 
as  you  look,  you  will  be  pleased  to  tell  what  you  have 
seen  to-day,  if  my  Lady  commands  you?" 

*To  speak  the  truth  when  my  Lady  commands 
me,"  answered  the  prudential  maior-domo,  "is  in 
some  measure  my  duiy.  Mistress  Luias;  always  pro- 
viding^ for  and  excepting  those  cases  in  which  it  can- 
not be  spoken  without  breeding  mischief  and  incon- 
venience to  myself  or  my  fellow-servants ;  for  the 
tongue  of  a  tale-bearer  breaketh  bones  as  well  as  a 
Jeddart-stafl:"* 

**  But  this  imp  of  Satan  is  none  of  your  friends  or 
fellow-servants,'*  said  Lilias;  "and  I  trust  you  mean 
not  to  stand  up  for  him  against  the  whole  family 
besides  ?" 

"Credit  me.  Mistress  Lilias,"  replied  the  senior, 
"should  I  seethe  time  fitting,  I  would  with  right 
good- will  give  him  a  lick  with  the  rough  side  of  my 
tongue.** 

**Enough  said,  Master  Wingate,"  answered  Lilias; 

*  A  ipeeiei  of  batile-axe,  lo  c«ll«d  ai  being  in  especial  uae  ta 
that  ancient  burgh,  whose  armoritJ  boaringf  lUlI  reprMoiit  au 
aimtdboneautn  bnadbUung  aich  «  irvapoo. 


__  intelligence,  and  presently  af^er  stood  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lady  of  Avenel,  with  a  look  of  great 
respect  for  his  lady,  partly  real,  partly  affected,  and  aa 
air  of  CTeat  sagacity,  which  inferred  no  ordinary  con- 
ceit ofnimselfV 

"  How  is  this,  Wingate,"  said  the  Lady,  "  and  what 
rule  do  you  keep  in  the  castle,  that  the  domestics  of 
Sir  H albert  Glendinning  draw  the  dagger  on  each 
other  as  in  a  cavern  of  thieves  and  murderers?— is 
the  wounded  man  much  hurt  ?  and  w^at— what  hath 
become  of  the  unhappy  boy  ?" 

"There  is  no  one  wounded  as  yet,  madam,"  replied 
he  of  the  golden  chain ;  "  it  passes  my  poor  skill  to 
say  how  many  may  be  wounded  before  Pasche,*  i/ 
Bome  rule  be  not  taiken  with  this  youth— not  hut  the 
vouth  is  a  fair  yourh,** ' ds  added,  correcting  himself, 

and  able  at  his  exercise ;  but  somewhat  too  ready 
with  the  ends  of  his  fingers,  the  but  of  his  riding- 
switch,  and  the  point  of  his  dagger.** 

"And  whose  fault  is  that,'*said  the  Lady,  "but 
rours,  who  should  have  taught  him  better  disapline^ 
than  to  brawl  or  to  draw  his  da/?ger?" 

"If  it  please   your  Ladyship  so  to  impose  the 
blame  on  me,"  answered  the  steward,  "  it  is  my  pan 
doubtless,  to  bear  it— only  I  submit  to  your  cicwubx-- 
deration,  thiit,  vmVesa  \  xv^u«^\vn%  ^^».v^^  ^J^  "^^  %R^ar- 
bard,  1  co\M  xio  moitk  Nsjee^  \\  ^nSS^^^^'V  ^:Kv5sSi.\i;x 
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,  ckmlrer,  which  defied  oven  the  ikil)  of  Raymond 
Luniua." 

"  Tell  me  not  of  Raymond  Lulliua,"  said  the  Lady, 
losmg  patience,  ''but  send  me  the  chaplain  hither. 
You  grow  all  of  you  too  wiae  for  me  during  your 
lord*a long  and  repeated  absences.  I  would  to  Uod  his 
aflairs  would  permit  him  to  remain  at  home  and  rule 
his  own  household,  for  it  passes  my  wit  and  skill !" 

"  God  forbid,  my  Lad v !"  said  the  old  domestic, 
"  that  vou  should  smcerely  think  wl\at  you  are  now 
pleased  to  say :  your  old  servants  might  well  hope, 
that  after  so  many  years'  duty,  you  would  do  their 
service  more  justice  than  to  distrust  their  gray  hairs, 
because  they  cannot  rule  the  peevish  humour  of  a 

freen  head,  which  the  owner  carries,  it  may  be,  a 
race  of  inches  higher  than  becomes  him." 

"  Leave  me,"  said  the  Lady ;  "  Sir  HsJbert's  return 
must  now  be  expected  daily,  and  he  will  look  into 
these  matters  hunself — leave  me,  I  say,  Wingate, 
without  saying  more  of  it  I  knpw  vou  are  honest, 
ond  I  believe  the  boy  is  petulant;  ana  yet  I  think  it  is 
myfavour  which  hath  set  all  of  you  against  him." 

The  steward  bowed  and  retired,  after  having  been 
silenced  in  a  second  attempt  to  explain  the  motives 
on  which  he  acted. 

The  chaplain  arrived ;  but  neither  from  him  did  the 
Lady  receive  much  comfort.  On  the  contrary,  she 
found  him  disposed,  in  plain  terms,  to  lay  to  the  door 
of  her  indulgence  all  the  disturbances  which  the  fiery 
temper  of  Roland  Grsme  had  already  occasioned,  or 
mig^t  hereafter  occasion,  in  the  family.  "  I  would," 
be  said,  "  honoured  Lady,  that  you  had  deigned  to  be 
ruled  by  me  in  the  outset  of  this  matter,  sith  it  is  easy 
to  stem  evil  in  the  fountain,  but  bard  to  struggle 
against  it  in  the  stream.  You,  honoured  madam  (a 
word  which  I  do  not  use  according  to  the  vain  forms 
of  this  world,  but  because  I  have  ever  loved  and  ho- 
noured you  as  an  honourable  and  an  elect  lady,)— 
you,  I  soy,  madam,  have  been  pleased,  contrary  to  my 
poor  but  earnest  counsel^  to  raise  this  boy  fiom  hi8 
station  into  one  approaching  to  your  own." 

"What  mean  you,  reverend  sir?"  said  the  Lady; 
**I  have  made  this  youth  a  page— is  there  aught  m 
my  doing  so  that  does  not  become  my  character  and 
quality  r 

"I  dispute  not,  madam,"  said  the  pertinacious 
preacher,  "  vour  benevolent  purpose  in  taking  charge 
of  this  youth,  or  your  title  to  e^ve  him  (his  idle  cha- 
racter of  page,  u  such  was  your  pleasure;  though 
what  the  education  of  a  boy  in  the  train  of  a  female 
can  tend  to,  save  to  ingraft  foppery  and  efieminacy 
on  conceit  and  arrogance,  it  passes  my  knowledge  to 
discover.  But  I  blame  you  more  directly  for  h^vinjg 
taken  little  care  io  guard  him  against  the  perils  of  his 
condition,  or  to  tame  and  humble  a  spint  naturally 
haughty,  overbearing;  .and  impatient  You  have 
brought  into  your  bower  a  lion's  cub ;  delighted  with 
the  beauty  of  his  for,  and  the  grace  of  his  gambols, 
you  have  bound  him  with  no  fetters  befitting  the 
fierceness  of  his  disposition.  You  have  let  him  grow 
up  as  unawed  as  if  he  had  been  still  a  tenant  of  the 
forest,  and  now  you  are  surprised,  and  call  out  for 
assistance,  when  ne  begins  to  ramp,  rend,  and  tear, 
according  to  his  proper  nature." 

"  Mr.  Warden,"  said  the  Lady,  considerably  of- 
fended, "you  afe  my  husband's  ancient  friend,  and  I 
beUeve  your  love  sincere  to  him  and  to  his  hous^old. 
Yet  let  me  say,  that  when  I  asked  you  for  counsel,  I 
expected  not  this  asperity  of  rebuke.  If  I  have  done 
wrong  in  loving  this  poor  orphan  lad  more  than 
others  of  his  class,  I  scarce  think  the  error  merited 
such  severe  censure;  and  if  stricter  discipline  were 
re9uired  to  keep  his  fiery  tenmer  in  order,  it  ought,  I 
think,  to  be  considered,  that  I  am  a  woman,  and  that 
if  I  have  erred  in  this  matter,  it  becomes  a  friend's 
Dart  rather  to  aid  than  to  rebuke  me.  I  would  these 
ftvils  were  taken  order  with  before  my  lord'a  return. 
He  loves  not  domestic  discord  or  domestic  brawls : 
and  I  would  not  willinslv  that  he  thought  such  could 
arise  from  one  whom  1  nave  favoured— What  do  you 
counsel  me  to  do  7" 

**  Dismiss  this  youth  from  your  service,  madam," 
rfl|;!ied  the  preacher. 

You  cannot  bid  me  do  so,"  said  the  Lady;  **yott 


cannot,  as  a  Christian  and  a  man  of  humam'ty.  bad 
me  turn  away  an  unprotected  creature  against  whom 
my  favour,  my  injudicious  favour  if  you  will,  hm« 
reared  up  so  many  enemies." 

/'It  is  not  necessary  you  should  altogether  abandon 
him,  though  you  dismiss  him  to  another  service,  or  to  a 
calling  better  suiting  his  sution  and  character,"  said 
the  preacher ;  **  elsewhere  he  may  be  a  useful  and  pro- 
fitable men^ber  of  the  commonweal-ihere  be  is  but  a 
makebate,  and  a  stumbling-bk>ck  of  onence.  Tfaa 
youth  has  snatches  of  sense  and  of  intelligence,  ft»^»£ji 
he  lacks  industry.  I  will  myself  give  him  letters  oona* 
mendatory  to  olearius  Schinderhausen,  a  leamec 
professor  at  the  famous  university  of  Leyden,  wheae 
they  lack  an  under-jani tor— where,  besides  gratis  in- 
struction, if  Ood  give  him  the  grace  to  seek  it,  he  will 
enjoy  five  marks  by  the  year^  and  the  professor's  caal- 
off  suit,  which  he  disparts  with  biennially." 

"This  will  never  do,  good  Mr.  Warden,"  said  tha 
Lady,  scarce  able  to  suppress  a  amile ;  **  we  will  think 
more  at  large  upon  this  matter.  In  the  mean  whiles 
I  trust  to  your  remonstrances  with  this  wild  boy  and 
with  the  family,  for  restraining  these  violent  and  an> 
seemly  jealousies  and  bursts  ofpaseion ;  and  I  entreat 
you  to  Dress  on  him  and  them  their  duty  in  thiareipecl 
towards  God,  and  towards  their  master." 

"You  shaU  be  obeyed,  madam,"  sak)  Warden. 
"  On  the  next  Thursday  I  exhort  the  family,  and  yrHL 
with  God's  blessing,  so  wrestle  with  the  demon  oc 
uTath  and  violence,  which  hath  entered  into  my  little 
flock,  that  I  trust  to  hound  the  wolf  out  of  the  fold, 
as  if  he  were  chased  away  with  ban-dogs." 

This  was  the  psrt  of  the  conference  from  which  Mr. 
Warden  derived  the  greatest  pleasure. ,  The  pulpit  waa 
at  that  time  the  same  powerful  engine  for  adectina 
popular  feeling  which  the  press  has  since  become.  anH 
he  had  been  no  unsuccessful  preacher,  as  we  nave 
already  seen.  It  followed  as  a  natural  consoguence^ 
that  he  rather  over-estimated  the  powers  of  his  own 
oratory,  and.  like  some  of  his  brethren  about  the  period, 
was  glad  or  an  opportunity  to  handle  any  matters  ol 
importance,  whether  public  or  private,  the  discussioii 
of  which  could  be  dragged  into  his  discourse.  In  that 
rude  age  the  delicacy  was  unknown  which  prescribed 
time  and  place  to  personal  exhortations ;  and  as  the 
court-preacher  often  addressed  the  King;  indivklually, 
and  dictated  to  him  the  conduct  he  ou^t  to  observe 
in  matter  of  state,  so  the  nobleman  hunself^  or  any 
of  his  retainers,  were,  in  the  chapel  of  the  feudal 
castle,  often  incensed  or  appalled,  as  the  case  mi^t 
be,  b^  the  discussion  of  their  private  faults  in  the 
evening  exercise,  and  by  spiritual  censures  directed 
against  them,  specificalfy,  personally,  and  by  name. 

The  sermon,  by  means  of  which  Henry  Warden 
proposed  to  restore  concord  and  good  order  to  the 
Castle  of  Avenel,  bore  for  text  'the  well-known  words, 
"  He  vfw  striketh  with  the  ncord  shall  perish  hw 
the  sxoord^"  and  was  a  singular  mixture  of  good 
sense  and  powerful  oratory  with  pedantry  and  bad 
taste.  He  enlarged  a  good  deal  on  the  word  striketh, 
which  he  assured  his  hearers  comprehended  bLowa 
given  with  the  point  as  well  as  with  the  edge,  and 
more  generally,  shooting  with  hand-gun,  cross-bow, 
or  long-bow,  thrusting  with  a  lance,  or  doinf(  any 
thing  whatever  by  which  death  might  be  occasK>ned 
to  the  adversary.  In  the  same  manner,  he  proTeq 
satisfactorily,  that  the  word  sword,  comprehended  au 
descripdons,  whether  back-sword  or  basket-hilt,  cut- 
and-thrust  or  rapier,  fslchion  or  scimitar.  "Bnt  i^" 
he  continued  with  still  greater  animation,  "  the  text 
inclodeth  in  its  anathema  those  who  strike  with  any 
of  those  weapons  which  man  hath  devised  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  open  hosiiUty,  still  more  doth  it  compr^ 
bend  such  as  from  their  form  and  size  are  devised 
rather  for  the  gratification  of  privy  malice  by  treach; 
ery,  than  for  the  destruction  of  an  enemy  prepared  and 
standing  upon  his  defence.  Such,"  he  proceeded, 
looking  sternly  at  the  place  where  the  page  was  seated 
on  a  cushion  at  the  feet  of  his  mistress,  and  wearing 
m  his  crimson  belt  a  pay  dagger  with  a  g\lded  hilt,^ 
"  Such,  more  espoctfilly,  J  hold  to  be  those  rniplementi 
of  dea*h,  which,  in  ou.*  modem  nnd  fantastic  timea 
are  worn  pot  only  by  thie\es  and  <nr  throats,  to  whott 
they  most  properly  Delonft  but  ever  bv  those  n  ho  at 


^^'^^  IVl  THE  ABBOT 

tec^  TTpoTi  TTnTTiPTT,  aful  WfLit  HI  tiM  chamkr^  <)t  h 

tm^um happy  wfftfM>n,  frajm'd  irir  all  evil  ami  iat  uu 
gor>d,  IS  raiijpr*:li!;nded  tindtT  Hiis  rJeadJy  dcnuneia- 
tion,  whetht^  n  be  a  itrilet,  \*hi{rh  we  have  borrowv^l 
tram  me  f reach (?rr>u»  Italmn,  or  a  tJirk,  which  i^  bainc 
by  the  savnge  Highlandroeo,  or  a  whimper,  which  m 
wrti^d  by  our  own  Kf>fd«Mhievi^s  und  CLU^diroats,  or 
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o-\  weary  wandeRT  on  the  fkee  of  the  wrth  wHeh  hs 
</f   pad  c  se  bwn  ni  this  day  the  immortal  lord  of— Frida 
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a  tiud^n  dagger,  ail  are  alike  cnijinea  jtivctittd  by 
tii«  devU  hjiijii<^H  for  ready  iiiipleinents  of  deadly 
^th^  jadd^n  to  ejtocite,  and  tliifiijidt  to  U?  parritxi 
h,*eii  t^#  common  stvord-und-burkl+^r  brawW  dti- 
SfHABs  the  UFp  of  suf;h  a  irraclicTiiua  and  malignant  i/i- 
stnimwit,  which  is  iliereJ*or*j  fit  eo  bcusai,  not  by  man 
or  to  diem  bur  by  thosu  who,  traintd  under  Ami  a  lis 
discipiinc^  l>ccotiie  riieir^ft^Wes  etKnuuiat;^  h*Trnapbro- 
mu»,  n»^[i^5  ftfniali;  apite  and  female  cowanlice  added 
»  tfta  infirmitiea  ojni  evd  paMsiona  ofilieir  maacttiiiie 
nature,  ■ 

J'^.fff^t  which  this  oration  prt>duc«l  utjou  rhu 
WwHifibleti  congregation  of  A  vend  caJinor  vury  i^aady 
DC  descrth^i.  Thtr  Lady  »oem«l  a  t  o  nee  em  ba  rraasti 
and  ^tmdftJ ;  the  menials  j.^uM  hard)  y  eonlain,  unikr 
S?  ^t"*^^"*''-*"  *^^*W*  a[t*'n[ion,  the  W  with  which 
Hier  h«anj  tha  chrtpUtn  launch  hb  tlmndora  M  the 
il  o*  the  unpiipLdor  fnvoumei  and  tfc^ w*?a|>o(i  wbieh 
iLf  *  con^dt^-mj  uii  11  Lad^eof  aHeccniion  and  hnory. 
Mrs  I  Ah  33  crt^fit^i  and  dr^w  i*p  hitr  head  mdi  all  tJic 
a«p-ft[t  pride  of  ^raijfit'd  i^entmenl  j  while  the 
we  ward,  obsKTvinff  a  strict  neutrality  of  natn^ci,  fixed 
hia  eyes  upon  an  old  scutcheon  on  ihu  optKisilc  eidi*  of 
U»  wall,  which  he  neenwd  to  ex  amine  with  ihts  in* 
mo«t  accuracy^  more  wdling,  perhaps,  \o  incur  the 
£PB«ijmor  hem;;  inattentivt^  to  the  sermon,  than  ihnt 
OTfe^nimgto  listen  with  marked  approbatioa  tu  what 
■fllNSftred  sa  distasieful  to  his  Rii»trvfi 

The  unfortimnte  unhkTt  of  the  haranKuc.  whom 
Rtlare  had  c^riflowed  with  passion s^  wbir^h  naJ  hiifipr- 
toldund  no  efTA^EuQl  r™t.raNit,  coahi  not  dbiruiae  die 
'iititttjient  which  he  dAt  at  be  ins  thus  dirccth'  htid 

I  to  the  acniTij  a?  widl  as  the  certattre,  tjf  the  asaant- 

ed  inhsbitants  of  the  lirilc*  world  in  which  In?  liv*xi. 
His  btow  grew  red,  hitt  hp  ct^w  pal(\  he  *el  hta  tetlh, 
h«  denchcd  his  hand*  arm  then  with  mechjinica] 
rttdincss  grasped  tiie  wf^«poti  of  which  the  cUTgi- 
niflti  hikd  fHven  ao  hideaua  a  cha racier^  and  at 
u^y^th,  t»  me  preacher  hcii^htfmed  the  colouring  of 
bid  infef?tive,  he  fcJt  his  m^e  bticonie  so  urtfti>virm- 
fthle,  ihar^  fearful  of  being  hurriefl  mtn  some  deed  of 
fl'?i^fUlo  violence^  ha  mso  ujjv  traver^^d  rhe  chapel 
with  haaty  sieps,  and  left  the  cons^reKsdon- 

The  trL\icher  wa^  su^Jtised  inio  a  j?ajildeQ  pauw^ 
while  the  fiery  youth  «hol  acrosB  him  like  a  flash  of 
lighttiJngt  n?:;araing  him  i*  he  pasW,  aa  if  he  had 
Wiwicd  to  diiri  from  hm  eyes  the  name  power  of 
bli^Ung  nnd  of  eonaumin^.  fiut  no  sooner  had  he 
g^Kd  ihe  chapel,  and  =hui  with  violence  hthirjd 
oHn  tile  door  of  the  vaultid  entrance  !jy  which  it 
commiinicated  wtih  the  ea^^tlt  Than  the  impropriety 
of  hii  conduct  stippticd  Warden  witf(  one  tif  those 
bappicj  mbjccis  for  cloquefioc,  of  whit  h  be  knew  how 
lo  take  advantagi^i  for  makmi^  n  pin  in  hie  imprtrwon 
©a  nia  hearers*  He  paused  for  an  inatanrn  and  then 
I>roijoimD(?d,  in  a  slrjw  and  Sfdi^rrm  voice,  ilie  deep 
tLnEtthcmOi ;  '^  Ha  hath  goni^  out  from  us  pBcausc  he 
WW  tiijt  of  03— the  sick  man  hmh  been  ot1^?nd«d  at 
Ihe  wholesome  bitter  of  the  meflidne—lhe  wounded 
patient  hath  flinched  from  the  friendly  ktiifo  of  the 
juraijut)— the  shei'jt  halh  f^^l  from  the  ahevpfolfl  and 
celrterBcl  hini^If  to  the  wolfi  because  iie  could  not 
•ffiTpje  the  ciuiei  and  humble  conduct  Hemnnded  of 
nj  by  tha  ^vnt  Shepheni.--Ah  I  my  hrethn.n.  beware 
of  WTslh"bt?wnrc  ofpride— l>eware  of  the  deadly  and 
dc^tfoyini^  sin  which  eo  ofren  show«  itself  ta  our  frad 
er«*  m  the  gJirmcnrB  of  Vt^hi !  What  ia  our  earthly 
honour  1  Pride,  and  pride  only— What  our  earthly 
g^fts  ijid  graces  ?  Pride  and  vanity;— -VoyapnTfl  apeaK 
&f  (nttjan  men  who  deck  themselveft  with  »hella,  and 
inoiai  thi?in«elvea  w^iih  pigmenta,  and  lioaat  of  tlieir 
ittir^'  LB  wd  do  of  our  iniBerBblB  carnal  advanta^ej^— 
Pride  codd  draw  down  th**  mominR-fitar  from  Hca- 
tea  ^en  [a  the  verge  of  [he  pit— Pnde  and  Bel:f  opi- 
Jion  kmdlcrl  the  flamitig  pwofii  whieh  wave  a  ua  off 
from  Puft'bae^Fndt)  made  Adam  luortal^  tmJ  a ! 


broughi  aiiion^et  ua  sin,  and  double*  everj-  sin  it  haj 
brought*  1 1  IS  the  ootposil  which  the  devil  and  iha 
n^sh  moat  siubtjomly  iimintain  against  tiie  aspaidta 
uf  grace  J  and  until  jt  be  suhdiwd,  and  its  barritrg 
k^¥cJled  with  the  very  oartk  there  is  mom  h»pe  of  a 
fool  than  of  the  smner*  Rend,  then,  from  your  bo- 
sotiis  this  BCi^urBed  ahoot  of  the  fri tal  apple  \  i^ar  it 
up  by  the  roots,  though  Jt  be  iwisied  with  the  cord  a 
of  your  [ife.  Profit  by  the  ciainple  of  ifie  mistrabb 
Sinner  that  has  pnased  from  ua,  and  embrace  ih© 
mean*  of  grat^^  while  it  is  called  to-day— ere  your 
coiiac^ence  js  seared  as  with  a  firebrahd,  and  your 
ear?*  deafened  hkc  those  of  the  adder,  and  your  heart 
hardened  hke  the  nether  mil  Us  tone*  Up,  tlien.  and 
be  domK— wreaile  and  Dvercomet  reajst,  nM  the 
enemy  shall  Hee  from  vou— Watch  and  pray,  le^i  yo 
fall  mto  temptation,  and  let  the  stumbling  of  othpm 
be  your  wamtng  and  your  example.  Above  nV.,  r  ly 
not  on  yountUcB,  for  such  eelf-eonfiden."  :h  ■  v^  ri  tijo 
worst  symptom  of  the  diaurdtr  italf.  TJt-  PKnri-t cs 
litTliaps  di^mtni  himself  biimblu  while  he  stooped  in 
the  Temple,  and  thanked  God  that  he  was  not  as 
other  men,  and  even  a^  ihe  publican*  But  while  hia 
kneea  touched  tlu^  marble  pavement,  his  hrnd  was  aa 
mgh  aft  the  topmost  pinnacle  of  the  Temple.  Do  not 
therefore  deceive  yourBeUes,  and  off'^r  false  coin, 
where  tho  pureat  you  can  present  ia  but  as  dross- 
think  nut  that  such  will  t>usa  the  assay  of  OmnipcH 
tent  WisJotn*  Vti  shrink  not  from  the  task,  W 
caiise,  as  I*  my  bounden  duty,  1  do  not  dlss^iiA  from 
yoEi  irs  dtflicidtiEs,  Self-sea  rchtng^  can  do  much-^ 
JiedUaTioii  can  do  much— Graci*  can  do  all." 

Aiid  he  concluded  with  a  touching  and  animating 
exhottation  to  bis  hearers  to  sE^k  divine  gracef^  wliicS 
IS  perfecic*!  m  hwman  weakness* 

The  audiimce  did  not  listen  to  this  address  witboul 
bemi?  conptderably  aff^-ied;  though  it  might  b« 
douhred  whether  the  fet>hngs  of  triumph,  ejeited  bf 
tfie  fhsgraceful  it  treat  of  the  favourite  paae,  did  not 
greauy  quahfy  in  the  minds  of  many  the  e^hortattoni 
^f  the  pfiencher  to  charity  and  lo  humiliiy.  And,  In. 
tact,  the  txprt^>iHion  of  their  counlenane^a  much  re- 
seinhled  the  aHtisfied,  triuin^jhant  air  of  a  set  of  chiltl* 
renj  who,  haying  ju*(  itren  n  coinp;triion  punished  for 
ft  fault  in  which  <h(?v  had  no  share,  ron  their  task 
with  double  glee,  both  becauee  they  tbemjielvoa  an 
^"i*F   I       '^'^J^npi'^  and  liecaiise  the  eulpril  is  in  it, 

Y  [[h  very  di^Jerent  fi  ehnys  did  the  Lady  of  Avencl 
seek  her  o  w  n  a  pa  rt  m  e  n  L  She  fel  t  an -ry  a  t  WuTtlcn 
having  made  a  (lomesiic  matter,  in  which  she  took  a 
rwrju-uial  mteni6t.  the  uubject  of  »uch  public  discus- 
sion. But  thiB  ehtT  knew  the  gooil  man  claimed  at  % 
bnanch  uf  his  ChriMian  bbcrtv  as  a  preat  her,  and 
also  that  It  waa  vindicated  by  ibe  univerpnl  cuaioin 
of  his  bifethren.    But  the  tHitf-willed  comiuct  of  her 

E^/W  iillorded  her  yet  deeper  concern.  That  he 
ad  bmki  n  through,  in  so  remarkable  a  if^-i^rwcv  not 
only  the  respect  due  to  her  presence,  but  that  which 
was  paid  to  ndigioija  adnumition  in  thos*  days  with 
sitch  pecuhar  revenrnca  arf^ued  a  spirit  aa  nniame- 
oble  as  his  eneinies  had  rtiprcscnracl  him  to  posseai. 
I  ^  J*^\'  ^  ^^'  "  ^"^  ^^  ™*"  under  lier  own  cyi^ 
Bhu  had  seen  no  mr^ns  of  that  fiery  spirit  than  np- 
ptfanai  to  her  to  become  his  yeara  and  his  vivacity* 
Tins  ojunioM  might  be  found&J  in  en  me  degree  on 
paniflhty  ;  in  some  dtigrcei  too,  it  miKht  be  ownng  to 
tfifj  kindness  and  indulgence  which  she  hud  always 
i*Ttendf?d  to  him  ;  but  still  she  thought  it  imjiossibla 
that  she  could  t>e  tf»rally  mistaken"  In  the  estimate 
slie  had  formed  of  his  character.  The  extreme  gf 
violence  is  scnrcv  consistent  with  a  course  of  t:onti* 
nued  hypocrisy,  (althotigh  Lilias  charitably  hintwl 
that  m  some  insfancea  they  were  happily  iimtod,)  and 
therefore  aha  could  not  exactly  trust  the  report  of 
others  agam»l  her  own  expefienre  and  observation- 
The  thoufjhis  of  this  orphan  boy  clung  to  her  heart- 
flt rings  wuh  a  fondnesa  for  which  she  hera*^lf  waa 
unable  to  account,  lln  had  sec: mod  to  have  been 
sen  I  to  her  by  Heaven,  to  fill  up  thosfy  inn^rvals  of 
languor  and  vacuity  wbirh  deprived  her  of  ni^^ch  en- 
joyment Perhaps  he  iWjt.M  J^%iltiU^l6.,U^,  ba- 
cause  she  well  saw  that  be  woa  a  favoimti-%iLli  no 
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OD0  olae,  and  becaate  she  fdt,  that  to  give  him  up 
waB  to  anbrd  the  hidgment  of  her  husband  and  othere 
a  triumph  over  ner  own ;  a  circumstance  not  quite 
indiAerent  to  the  best  of  spouses  of  either  sex. 

In  short,  the  Lady  of  Avenel  formed  the  internal 
resolution,  that  she  would  not  desert  her  page  while 
hjBr  page  could  be  rationally  protected :  and,  with  the 
view  or  ascertaining  how  far  this  might  be  done,  she 
caused  him  to  be  summoned  to  her  presence. 


CHAPTER  V. 

In  the  wild  itonii, 

Tlie  wainan  hewi  hi»  mait  dowD,  and  the  merchant 
Heave*  to  the  billows  wares  ho  onoe  de^m'd  precious  ; 
So  prince  and  poor,  'raid  popular  conlenuoni, 
Caat  off  their  faroarites. 

Otf  Pity. 

It  was  some  ti/ne  crfi  Roland  Gntmc  appentrd. 
The  messenger  (hia  old  friend  LiHsB)  had  ni  firpt 
aUi^mpU'd  to  o^-n  the  door  of  his  litde  apfirtmcnt 
With  lHe  eharitnbk  purrt^^e*',  iJotihtl™s,  of  enjoying  the 
confusion^  and  mnrking  the  riemcnnour,  ojf  the  nil- 
Ijrit.  Bui  an  oblong  bit  of  iron  yr*l(*pt  a  hAu  ^  fis 
pas^  QtroFs  the  d£>or  orj  the  iiiiidi>,  imd  rrevenred 
her  benign  in  tendons.  Liliae  knocke-d^  nnd  rfllli'd  nt 
interval*.  "  Roland— Rol«nd  nr^nu— Afof/rr  Rolgnd 
Orffime,  (sn  emphnsifl  on  the  word  Maifcrj  **W!J1 
you  be  pIcftBed  to  Uhda  ih^  doorl— Whii  ajls  you  1— 

3 re  you  at  your  prayfrs  in  private^  to  eoniplete  the 
(?votion  which  you  lofl  unfinished  in  pnhlic'J-^SuSTly 
wc  mitst  have  n  ecrei'nfti  ecnt  for  yon  m  the  chapel, 
that  your  p;fnljliiy  may  be  frci?  from  the  eyes  of  com- 
mon folk^r  Snll  no  whisjifr  wna  hpurri  in  reply. 
"  Weill  Blaeter  Roland^"  bo  id  the  wnt  tin  ^'- maid,  "  [ 
musl  tell  my  TntBiTrfs>  ihnl  if  dhe  wDtild  hove  an 
answt^r,  she  nm^t  *?ithiT  couic  herselft  or  Bend  tbfj?e 
on  errand  to  you  who  can  beat  the  door  down." 

"What  says  your  Lady?"  inquired  the  page  from 
within. 

"Marry,  open,  the  dqor,  and  you  shall  hear,"  sn- 
•wered  tne  waiting-maid.  "I  trow  it  becomes  my 
Lady's  message  tone  listened  to  face  to,  fiace ;  and  1 
will  not,  for  your  idle  pleasure,  whistle  it  through  a 
key-hole.*' 

Your  mistress's  name," 'said  the  page,  opening 
the  door,  "is  too  fair  a  cover  for  your  impertinence— 
What  says  my  I«ady  ?" 

"That  vou  will  be  pleased  to  come  to  her  directly, 
in  the  witndra wing-room,"  answered  Lilias.  "I  pre- 
sume she  has  some  directions  for  you  concerning  the 
Hbrms  to  be  observed  in  leaving  chapel  ui  future. 

"  Say  to  my  Lady,  that  I  wm  directly  wait  on  her," 
said  the  page ;  and,  returning  into  his  own  apartment, 
be  once  more  locked  the  door  in  the  face  of  the  wait- 
ing-maid. 

Rare  courtesy T*  muttered  Lilias;  and,  returning 
to  her  mistress,  acquainted  her  that  Roland  Gnem^ 
would  wait  on  her  when  it  suited  his  convenience. 

"What!  is  that  htsrhriiB^  or  your  own  addition, 
Liliii*  T*  eaid  lh(f  Lady^  coolly. 

*'  Nay,  madam,"  replied  tho  attendant,  nni  directly 
answering  the  qurrationj  ^'he  looiied  as  if  ho  could 
have  said^much  more  impcrlinent  things  (h tin  ihftt, 
^  1  had  been  winin|r  to  hnar  them.— Bui  here  he 
comes  to  an fi't^'et■  for  njm pelf." 

Roland  Orn.'nn'^Ttrrn  r1  rlif  npnrtment  with  a  loftier 
mi^n,  and  somc^vhnt  ri higher  eoloufi  than  his  wont; 
there  was  embaTraiifltTHtuln  Iti^  tiianner,  but  it  wo* 
neither  that  nf  fear  nof  of  ptniicnee. 

*^  Vou n^  man,"  said  the  Ladv,  ""  what  trow  you  am 
I  to  ihinkof  youreOTi  Jiiei  this  day  ?" 

'If  it  has  oflend^^d  ynu,  madam,  1  am  de<?ply 
giievcd  *'  fsaid  the  yoiilh. 

"  To  have  oflendtd  me  alone,"  *iaid  the  T^ady,  "  were 
but  little — Vou  have  been  pjilty  of  conduct  which 
will  hi;?Wy  nffend  your  master— of  vioknw  to  vonr 
fellow- a^T^-anTs,  and  of  diprc^pect  to  God  him seLI^  in 
the  person  of  his  nnihafl&ador.' 

^*iE*erm.(i  me  aeain  to  reply/"  said  the  £>&gcv  **thnt 
ifl  have  offended  tny  only  miwtiTBa,  frit^xio,  ana  bene- 
faciri?«fl^  it  indudys  the  »«m  of  my  giult,  and  deserves 
lli«  «um  of  my  penitence — Sir  Halbert  Glendmnin^ 
cdJiS  me  not  ijcrvan^  nor  do  I  coll  bim  mafitet"— he  ut 


not  entitled  to  blame  me  for  chastising  an  insoleni 
^om— nor  do  I  fear  the  wrath  of  Hmren  for  tieat- 
mg  with  scorn  the  unaotborized  intefferenoe  of  a 
meddling  preacher." 

The  Lady  of  Avenel  had  before  this  seen  symptoma 
in  her  favourite  of  boyish  petulance,  and  of  iropatieooe 
of  censure  or  reproof.  But  his  present  demeanour  was. 
of  a  graver  and  more  determmed  character,  and  she 
was  for  a  moment  at  a  loss  how  she  should  treat  the 
youth,  who  seemed  to  have  at  onoe  assumed  the  cha- 
racter not  only  of  a  man,  bat  of  a  bold  and  deter- 
mmed one.  She  paused  an  instant,  and  then  aaaum- 
ing  the  dignity  which  was  natural  to  her.  she  said. 
"Is  it  to  me,  Roland,  that  you  hold  this  laiuiuagel 
Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  mskmg  me  repent  the  favour  1 
have  shown  you,  that  vou  declare  yourself  independ- 
ent, both  of  an  earthly  and  a  Heavenly  master  1 
Have  you  forgotten  what  you  were,  and  to  what  the 
loss  of  my  protectbn  would  speedily  again  reduce 
you  ?" 

"Lady,"  sakl  thepase,  "I  have  forgot  nothing;  1 
remember  but  too  much.  I  know,  that  but  for  you,  1 
should  have  perished  in  yon  blue  waves,"  pointmo, 
as  he  spoke,  to  the  lake,  which  was  seen  throuffi 
the  window,  sgitated  by  the  western  wind.  *'Yotir 
goodness  has  j^ne  farther,  madam— yon  have  piXH 
tected  me  agaiast  the  malice  of  others,  and  i^g^aioat 
my  own  folly.  You  are  free,  if  you  are  wilhng.  to 
abandon  the  orphan  you  have  reared.  You  havelell 
nothing  undone  by  him,  and  he  complains  of  nothing. 
And  yet,  Lady,  do  not  think  I  have  been  upgratefal — 
I  have  endured  something  on  my  part,  which  I  woukl 
have  borne  for  the  soke  of  no  one  but  my  bene- 
factress." 

"For  my  sake!"  said  the  Lady;  "and  what  is  it 
that  I  can  nave  subjected  you  to  endure,  which  can  be 
remembered  with  other  fieehngs  than  those  of  thanks 
and  gratitude?" 

"You  are  too  just  madam,  to  require  me  to  lie 
thankful  for  the  cold  neglect  with  which  your  hua 
band  has  uniformly  treated  me— neglect  not  un- 
mingled  with  fixed  aversion.  You  are  too  just,  madana, 
to  requfre  me  to  be  grateful  for  the  constant  and  un- 
ceasing marks  of  scom  and  malevolence  with  which 
I  havel)een  treated  by  others,  or  for  such  a  homily  aa 
that  with  which  your  reverend  chaplain  has,  at  my  ex- 
pense, this  very  day  regaled  the  assembled  household.'* 

"Heard  mortal  ears  the  Uke  of  this  I"  said  the  wait* 
ing-maid,  with  her  bands  expanded,  and  her  eyea 
turned  up  to  heaven ;  "  he  speaks  as  if  he  were  son  of 
an  earl,  or  of  a  belted  knight  the  least  penny  I" 

The  page  glanced  on  her  a  look  of  supreme  con- 
tempt, but  vouchsafed  no  other  answer.  His  mis 
tress,  who  began  to  feel  herself  seriously  ofieodcd. 
and  yet  sorry  for  the  youth's  folly,  took  up  the  same 
tone. 

**  Indeed.  Roland,  you  forget  yourself  so  strangely,*' 
said  she,  "that  you  will  tempt  me  to  take  serioua 
measures  to  lower  you  in  jrour  own  opinion,  by  rediio- 
ing  yo^i  to  your  proper  statkm  in  society." 

**  And  that,"  added  Lilias,  "would  behest  done  by 
turning  him  out  the  eame  beggar's  brat  that  your  lady- 
thip  look  him  in." 

''Lilin^  fl^aka  too  rudely,"  continued  the  Lady, 
*^but  pill  1irv=  Bfnikoti  the  truth,  young  man  :  nor  do  1 
thit)k  T  HMiLir  [>i  ^^[riii)  that  pride  which  hath  so  com- 
p f  n  tel >'  E 1 1  r n r  iJ  y  m  i r  h i  tsd.  You  have  been  tricked  up 
with  il^ne  crantitintM,  ;jQd  treated  like  the  son  of  a  gen- 
tleman, uiitii  vou  nave  fetgot  the  fountain  of  your 
churliRfi  blood/^ 

*'  CraYing  your  pardon,  most  honourable  madatn. 
Lilian  bath  net  spokein  truth,  nor  does  your  ladyship 
know  aught  of  my  ri^'-soent.  which  should  entitle  you 
to  treat  it  with  such  rleddea  scorn.  I  am  no  beggai*a 
brat— my  grandmoEfiur  begged  from  no  one,  hers  nor 
tiJaewhtTe— sho  would  have  perished  sooner  on  the 
bare  moor.  We  wt^rc  harried  out  and  drnren  from  our 
home— a  chants  w]]ich  happed  elsewhere,  and  to 
orhc?rt}-  Avenel  Cai<tle,  with  its  lake  and  its  towers^ 
was  not  at  aft  timea  able  to  protect  its  inhabitants 
frt>m  want  and  dei^iolntion." 

"  Hear  but  his  assiErance !"  said  Lilias, "  he  upbraida 
my  Lady  with  the  d suitresses  of  her  famUy  I" 

^*lt  had  indeed  beao  a  tbeii»s  more  gnttefiiUy 
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Sired,"  said  the  Lady,  afiected  neverthaless  with  the 
vmon. 

*'  It  was  necessary,  madam,  for  my  vindication,*' 
said  the  page,  ^  or  I  had  not  even  hinted  at  a  word 
that  might  mve  you  pain.  But  believe  honoured 
Lady,  I  am  ot  no  churls'  blood..  My  pro^  descent 
I  know  not ;  but  my  only  relation  has  said,  and  my 
beart  has  echoed  it  Back  and  attested  the  truth,  that  I 
ara  eorung  of  gentle  blood,  and  d^erve  gentle 
usage?* 

*'  And  upon  an  assurance  so  vague  as  this,"  said  the 
Lady,  **  do  you  propose  to  expect  all  the  regard,  all 
the  privileges,  befitting  high  rank  and  distinguished 
birth,  and  Decome  a  contender  for  concessions  which 
are  only  due  to  the  noble?  Go  to,  sir,  know  yourself^ 
or  the  master  of  the  household  shall  make  you  know 
you  are  hable  to  the  scourge  as  a  malapert  boy.  You 
have  tasted  toolitde  the  discipline  fit  for  your  age  and 
station." 

**The  master  of  the  household  shall  taste  of  my 
digger,  ere  I  taste  of  his  discipline,"  said  the  page, 
tivuig  way  to  his  restrained  passion.  "  Lady,  I  have 
been  too  long  the  vassal  of  a  pantoufi&  and  the  slave 
of  a  silver  whistle.  You  must  hcsicetorth  find  some 
ot^r  to  answer  your  call ;  and  let  him  be  of  birth  and 
•lant  mean  enough  to  brook  the  scorn  of  your  menials, 
and  to  call  a  church  vassal  his  master." 

**!  have  deserved  this  insult,"  said  the  Lady,  colour- 
ing deeply,  **  for  so  long  enduring  and  fostering  vour 
Demlance.  Begone,  sir.  Leave  this  castle  to-night— 
1  win  send  you  the  means  of  subsistence  till  you  find 
some  honest  mode  of  support,  though  I  fieiar  your 
imaginary  grandeur  will  be  above  all  others,  save 
those  of  rapine  and  violence.  Begone,  sir,  and  see  my 
lace  no  more." 

The  page  threw  himself  at  her  feet  in  an  agony  of 
BMTow.  **  My  dear  and  honoured  mistress"-— he  said, 
but  was  unable  to  bring  out  another  syllable. 

**  Arise,  sir," ,  said  the  Lady,  "  and  let  go  my  man- 
tle—hypocrisy is  a  poor  cloak  for  ingratitude. 

"  I  am  incapable  of  either,  madam,"  said  the  page, 
springing  up  with  the  hasty  start  of  passion  which 
belonged  to  nis  rapid  and  impetuous  temper.  "  Think 
not  I  meant  to  implore  permission  to  reside  here ;  it  has 
been  long  my  determination  to  leave  Avenel,  and  I 
win  never  forgive  myself  for  having  permitted  you  to 
say  the  word  oegone^  ere  I  said,  *I  leave  yon.'  ,  I  did 
but  kneel  to  ask  your  (brgiveness  for  an  ill-considered 
word  used  in  the  height  of  displeasure,  but  which  ill 
became  my  mouth,  as  addressed  to  you.  Other  grace 
I  asked  not  -you  have  done  much  for  me— but  I 
repeat,  that  you  better  know  what  you  yourself  have 
doog.  than  what  I  have  sufifered." 

"Roland,"  said  the  Lady,  somewhat  appeased,  and 
nisoting  towards  her  favourite.  "  you  had  me  to  ap- 
petl  to  when  you  were  aggrieved.  You  were  neither 
called  upon  to  suffer  wrong,  nor  entitled  to  resent  it, 
when  you  were  under  ray  protection." 

**  And  what,"  said  the  youth,  **  if  I  sustained  wrong 
from  those  you  loved  and  favoured,  was  I  to  disturb 
yoqr  peace  with  idle  tale-bearings  and  eternal  com- 
plamts  7  No.  madam ;  I  have  borne  my  own  burden 
IB  nlence,  and  without  disturbing  you  with  murmurs; 
and  the  respect  which  you  accuse  me  of  wanting, 
furnishes  the  only  reason  why  I  have  neither  ap- 
pealed to  you.  nor  taken  vengeance  at  my  own  hand 
m  a  manner  tar  more  efTectuaL  It  is  well,  however, 
that  we  part  I  was  not  bom  to  be  a  stipendiary, 
fevoured  by  his  mistress,  until  ruined  by  the  calum- 
nies of  others.  May  Heaven  multiply  its  choicest 
blessinas  on  your  honoured  head ;  and,  for  your  sake, 
opon  all  that  are  dear  to  you  1" 

He  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment,  when  the 
Ladv  called  upon  him  to  return.  He  stood  still, 
while  she  thus  addressed  him :  "It  was  not  my  inten- 
tipn.  nor  would  it  be  just,  even  in  the  height  of  my 
displeasure,  to  dismiss  you  without  the  means  of  sup- 
port;  take  this  purse  or  gold." 

"  Forgive  me,  Lady^"  said  the  boy,  "  and  let  me  go 
hence  with  the  consciousness  that  I  have  not  been 
dc^aded  to  the  point  of  accepting  alms.  If  my  poor 
services  can  be  placed  against  the  expense  of  my  ap- 
parel and  my  maintenance,  I  only  remain  debtor  to 
rou  tor  my  life,  and  that  alone  is  a  debt  which  I  can 
VyL.  ill. 


never  repay;  put  up  then  that  purse,  and  onlv  sayi 
instead,  that  you  do  not  part  from  me  in  anger. 

"No,  not  m  9iiff0r,"  saki  the  Lady,  "in  sorrow 
rather  for  your  wilfulness;  but  take  the  gold— yon 
cannot  but  need  it." 

"  May  God  evermore  bless  you  for  the  kind  tons 
and  the  kind  word !  but  the  gold  I  cannot  take.  I 
am  able  of  body,  and  do  not  lack  friends  so  wholly 
as  you  may  think ;  for  the  time  may  come  that  I  may 
yet  show  myself  more  thankful  than  by  mere  words." 
He  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  kissed  the  hand 
which  she  did  not  withdraw,  and  then  hastily  leA  the 
apartment. 

Lilias,  for  a  moment  or  two,  kept  her  eye  fixed  on 
her  ifiietress,  who  looked  so  unusually  pale,  that  shs 
seemed  about  to  faint;  but  the  Lady, instantly  re- 
covered herselii  and  declining  the  aasistance  which 
her  attendant  ofiered  ho*,  walked  to  her  own  apart- 
ment 
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Thoo  but  taeh  •ecrtt  of  t 

I  dare  be  swoh)  Uiou  hast  bewi  in  tlte  buttery 
SUiapinff  Uur  euriova  humour  in  fat  ale, 
And  in  ow  butler*!  tatfle— «r,  or  chatting 


With  the  flib  waftiof  wooMa  to'tor  bar 
Thaeo  bear  the  key  to  each  domestic  mjiter/. 

OMPtey. 

Upon  the  morrow  succeeding  the  scene  we  have 
described,  the  disgraced  favourite  lefl  the  castle;  and 
at  breakfast-time  the  cautious  old  steward  and  Mra^ 
Lilias  sat  in  the  apartment  of  the  latter  personage^ 
holding  grave  converse  on  the  important  event  o(  the 
day,  sweetened  by  a  small  treat  of  comfits,  to  which 
the  provklence  of  Mr.  Wingate  had  added  a  flask  oc 
racy  canary. 

He  is  gone  at  last,"  said  the  abigail,  sipping  her 
glass ;  "  and  here  is  to  his  gpod  journey^" 

"Amen,"  answered  the  steward  gravely;  "I  wish 
the  poor  deserted  lad  no  ill." 

"And  he  is  gone  like  a  wild-duck,  as  ne  came," 
continued  Mrs«  Lilias;  "  no  lowering  of  drawbrid^ls, 
or  pacing  along  causeways,  for  him.  My  master  has 
pushed  off  in  the  boat  which  they  call  the  Uttle 
Herod,  (more  shame  to  them  for  giving  the  name  of 
a  Christian  to  wood  and  iron,)  and  has  rowed  himself 
by  himself  to  tho  further  side  of  the  loch,  and  off  and 
away  widi  himself,  and  left  all  his  finery  strewed 
about  his  room.  I  wonder  who  is  to  dean  his  tnim* 
pery  out  after  him— though  the  things  are  worth  Hft- 
infff  too." 

Doubtless,  Mrs.  Liliasj"  answered  the  master  of 
the  household ; "  in  the  which  case,  I  am  free  to  think, 
they  will  not  long  cumber  the  floor." 

''^And  now  tell  me,  Mr.  Wingate,"  continued  the 
damsel,  "  do  not  the  very  cockles  of  your  heart  re- 
joice at  the  house  being  rid  of  this  upstart  whelp,  thai 
flung  us  all  into  ahadow  ?" 

"Why,  Mrs.  LiUas,"  replied  Wingate,  "as  to  re- 
ipicing— those  who  have  lived  as  long  in  great  fami- 
nes as  has  been  my  lot  will  be  in  no  hurry  to  reioios 
at  any  thing.  And  for  Roland  Gnfcme^  though  he 
may  be  a  good  riddance  m  tne  mam,  yet  what  smts 
the  very  sooth  proverb,  *  Seldom  comes  a  betten' 

'  Sefdom  comes  a  better,  mdeed  I"  echoed  Mrs. 
Lilias.  "  I  say,  never  can  come  a  worse,  or  one  half 
so  bad.  He  might  have  been  the  ruin  of  our  poor 
dear  mistrBSs,"  There  she  used  her  kerchief;)  "  bedr 
and  soul,  and  estste  too;  for  she  spent  more  ooin  oa 
his  apparel  than  on  any  four  servants  about  this 
house." 

"Mrs.  Lilias,"  said  the  sage  steward,  "I  do  apiae 
that  our  mistress  requireth  not  this  pity  at  our  hands, 
being  in  all  re^>eots  competent  to  take  cars  of  her 
own  Dody,  soul,  and  estate  into  the  bargain." 

"You  would  not  mayhap  have  sakl  so,"  answered 
the  waiting^womtn,  "  had  you  seen  how  like  Lot^ 
wife  she  looked  when  young  master  took  his  leave. 
My  mistress  is  a  good  lady,  and  a  virtuou^  and  a 
well-doing  lady,  and  a  well-spoken  oC— but  I  wo«iki 
not  Sir  Halbert  had  seen  her  last  evening  for  two  «ad 
aplack." 

^'  Oh,  foy  I  foy  I  foy !"  reiterated  the  stewafd ;    ser 
vants  should  hear  and  see,  and  say  nothing     Besides 
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that,  my  Lady  is  utterly  detoted  to  Sir  Halbert,  as 
well  she  may,  being,  as  he  ia,  the  rooet  renowned 
knight  in  theee  parta." 

"Well,  well,"  said  the  abigail,  "  I  mean  no  more 
harm ;  but  they  that  seek  least  renown  abroad,  are 
Djoi^t  npt  \'t  fiml  tjUH't  iif  hon,-?,  t^infp  all-  find  my 
LaeIvS  ItHif'Siiiiie  fiiiimliOTi  i**  U!\  hv  rjtsiMdfTcd,  cliat 
made  Ker  fain  lo  tskeivp  with  (ho  firai  t>c|fgiir^a  Wat 
that  a  (lag  lirought  li«t  out  i^f  xhe  ]ocU" 

**  Ami  iliiTefore/'said  the  at^word,  "1  «ftyi  Hoice 
not  loi-i  rniich,  or  too  hailily,  Mn.  Lififls  ;  fir  if  your 
Ladv  wishi-ii  a  ffivourtte  to  pnaa  awny  the  time,  iie> 
pend  dTwn  il^  (be  lime  will  tioT  pflFs  lixhtpr  now  that 
n©  is  ^ne.  So  she  will  hovr  ntKHher  favouhie  to 
choose  for  hrraelC  snd  be  asstired,  if  she  wtsh^  puch 
a  toy  (tht;  will  nut  lark  one  J* 

*^  And  wh^re  should  sh^ehooiK*  oti^^  but  amotijEz  her 
own  tnid  nnd  fuithfu]  fftJ:rviiU*/'  «»id  JVlrp.  LjIehs; 
'who  havt;;  hfnk*=-n  hor  brt^iad^  and  ilrnnk  htTslrii^k, 
for  so  ninny  itiirsl  I  bavt^  known  ninny  a  Indy  aa 
high  as  she,  tliett  nevf.-r  thoii^hi  cLitiiC?r  of  a  fritnLJ  or 
favonrile  lH7<jnd  tiidr  own  woitms^woman— al\^  iiya 
having  a  fjnjiwf  TRsr't^^L,  at  ihe  *amp  tiin**^  for  ifieir 
oy  and  ftiiihful  moste-r  of  thu  houscbold,  Mr.  W  lh- 
Rate." 

"Truly,  Mra.  Liliaa,"  replied  the  ateward.  "I  do 
partly  see  the  mark  at  which  you  shoot,  but  I  doubt 
your  bolt  will  fall  short.  Matters  being  with  our 
Lady  as  it  likes  you  to  suppose,  it  will  neither  be  your 
crimped  pinners,  Mrs.  Lilias,  (speaking  of  them  with 
due  rcspoci,)  nor  my  silver  hair,  or  golden  chain,  that 
will  fill  up  tnc  void  which  Roland  Grsmc  must  needs 
leave  in  our  Lady's  leisure.    There  will  be  a  learned 

Jroung  divine  with  some  new  doctrine—a  learned 
ccch  with  some  new  drug— a  bold  cavalier,  who  will 
not  be  refused  the  favour  of  wearing  her  colours  at  a 
nmning  at  the  ring— a  cunning  harper  that  could  harp 
the  heart  out  ol  woman's  bruasi,  as  thev  say  Signor 
David  Rizzio  did  to  our  poor  Queen ;— these  are  the 
Bort  of  folk  who  supply  the  loss  of  a  well-favoured 
favourite,  and  not  an  old  steward,  or  a  middle-aged 
waiting- woman." 

"  Well,"  replied  Lilias,  "  you  have  experience,  Mas- 
ter Wingate,  and  truly  I  would  my  master  would 
leave  of!  his  pricking  hither  and  thither,  nnd  look  bet- 
ter after  the  affairs  of  his  househoki.  There  will  be 
a  papistrie  among  us  next,  for  what  should  I  see  among 
master'a  clothes  but  a  string  of  gold  beads?  I  pro- 
mise you,  arei  and  credo*  both !— 1  aeized  on  them 
like  a  falcon." 

"  I  doubt  it  not,  i  doubt  it  not,"  said  the  steward, 
sagaciously  nodding  his  head  ;  "I  have  often  noticed 
that  the  boy  had  strange  observances  which  savoured 
of  popery,  and  that  he  was  very  jealous  to  conceal 
them.  But  you  will  find  the  CathoUc  under  the  Prea- 
byterian  cloak  as  often  as  the  knave  under  the  friar's 
hood— what  then  ?  we  are  all  mortal.— Right  proper 
beadathey  are^"  he  added,  looking  attentively  at  them, 
"  and  may  weigh  four  ounces  offine  goW.**^ 

"  And  iwill  have  them  melted  down  presently,"  she 
'■aid,  "before  they  be  the  misguiding  of  some  poor 
blinded  soul." 

"  Vervcautknia,  indeed,  Mrs.  Liliaa,"  aaid  the  atew- 
ard, nodding  hia  head  in  assent 

"  I  will  have  them  made,'*  said  Mra.  Lilias,  "  into 
a  pair  of  shoe-buckles ;  I  would  not  wear  the  Pope's 
trinkets,  or  whatever  has  once  borne  the  shape  of 
them,  one  inch  above  my  instep,  were  they  diamonds 
instead  of  gold— But  this  is  what  has  come  of  Father 
Ambroae  coming  about  the  castlsi  aa  demure  aa  a  cat 
that  ia  about  to  steal  cream." 

"Father  Ambroae  isour  master's  brother,"  saki  the 
•toward,  gravely. 

"Very  true,  Master  Wingate,"  replied  the  dame; 
**but  is  that  a  good  reaaon  why  he  ahould  pervert  the 
Kinff'a  liegu  aiibjecta  to  papistne  T  * 

"Heaven  forbid,  Mrs.  Liliaa,"  answered  the  sen- 
tentious major-domo  I  "but  yet  there  are  worse  folk 
than  the  papisu." 

"  I  wonder  where  they  are  to  be  found,"  aaid  the 
waiting-woman,  with  some  asperity ;  "  but  I  believe, 
Master  Winf^te,  if  one  were  to  speak  to  you  about 
tne  devil  himself,  you  would  say  there  were  worae 
people  than  Satan." 


"Aasnredlyl  might  say  so,"  replied  the  steward. 
"  supposmg  that  I'saw  Satan  atanaing  at  my  elbow.' 

The  waiting- woman  atarted,  and  having  exclaimed* 
"God  blesa  uaf  added,  "I  wonder,  Mr.  Wiogate, 
you  can  take  pleasure  in  frightening  one  thus." 

"  Nay,  Mrs.  Lilias,  I  had  no  such  purpose,"  was  th« 
reply ;  ''  but  look  you  here— the  papists  are  put  dowv 
for  the  present,  but  who  knows  how  long  this  word 
present  will  last  ?  There  are  two  great  popish  earla 
m  the  north  of  Encland,  that  abominate  the  very 
word  reformation ;  1  mean  the  Northumberland  and 
Westmoreland  Earls,  men  of  power  enough  to  shaka 
any  throne  in  Christendom.  'Then,  though  our  Scot- 
tish King  be,  God  bless  him,  a  true  Proleataot,  yet  h« 
is  but  a  boy;  aifd  here  is  his  mother  that  was  our 
Queen— I  trust  there  is  no  harm  to  say  God  bless  lier 
too— and  she  is  a  Catholic;  and  many  begin  to  think 
ahe  has  had  but  hard  measure^  such  aa  the  Hamiltona 
in  the  west,  and  some  of  our  Border  clana  here,  and  the 
Grordons  in  the  north,  who  are  all  wishing  to  see  a 
new  world  ;  and  if  such  a  new  worid  ahould  chance 
to  come  up,  it  ia  like  that  the  Queen  will  take  back 
her  own  crown,  and  that  the  mass  and  the  croas  wiU 
come  up.  and  then  down  go  pulpita,  Geneva  gowna, 
and  black  silk  skull-capa.*' 

"And  have  you,  Mr.  Jasper  Wingate,  who  have 
heard  the  word,  and  listened  unto  pure  and  precioua 
Mr.  Hcniv  Warden,  have  you,  I  say  the  patience  to 
speak,  or  out  to  think,  of  popery  coming  down  on  ua 
like  a  storm,  or  of  the  woman  Alary  again  makinsthe 
royal  seat  oi  Scotland  a  throne  of'^ abomination  7  No 
marvel  that  you  ore  so  civil  to  the  cowled  monk,  Fa- 
ther Ambrose,  when  he  comes  hither  with  his  down- 
cast eyes  that  he  never  raises  to  my  Lady's  face,  and 
with  his  low  sweet-toned  voice,  and  his  benedicitea, 
and  his  benisons;  snd  who  so  ready  to  take  them 
kindly  as  Mr.  Wingate?'* 

"  Mrs.  Lilias,"  replied  the  butler,  with  an  air  which 
was  intended  to  close  the  debate,  "  there  are  reasona 
for  all  things.  If  I  received  Father  Ambrose  debo- 
nairly, and  suffered  him  to  steal  a  word  now  and  then 
with  this  same  Roland  Graeme,  it  was  not  that  I 
cared  a  brass  bodle  for  his  benison  or  malison  either, 
but  only  because  1  respected  my  master's  blood.  And 
who  can  answer,  if  Mary  come  in  again,  whether  ha 
may  not  be  as  stout  a  tree  to  lean  to  as  ever  his  bro- 
ther hath  proved  to  ua?  For  down  goes  the  Eari  ol 
Murray  when  the  Queen  cornea  by  her  own  again; 
and  good  is  his  luck  if  he  can  keep  the  head  on  hia 
own  shoulders.  And  down  goes  our  Knight  with  tha 
EaH,  his  patron  ;  and  wlio  so  like  to  mount  into  hia 
empty  saddle  as  this  same  Father  Ambrose  7  The 
Pope  of  Rome  can  soon  dispense  with  his  vows,  and 
then  we  should  have  Sir  Edward  the  aoldier,  instead 
of  Ambrose  the  priest." 

Anger  and  aatonishment  kept  Mrs.  Lilias  silent, 
while  her  old  friend,  in  his  self-complacent  manner, 
was  making  known  to  her  his  political  speculationa. 
At  length  her  resentment  found  utterance  in  wordaof 
great  ire  and  acorn.  "What,  Master  Wingate!  have 
you  eaten  my  mistress's  bread,  to  say  nothing  of  mv 
master's^  so  many  years,  that  you  could  live  to  think 
of  her  being  dispossessed  of  her  own  Castle  of  Avenel, 
by  a  wretched  monk,  who  ia  not  a  drop'a  blood  to 
her  in  the  way  of  relation  ?  I,  that  am  btit  a  n-oman, 
would  fry  firM  whethtT  my  rock  or  hi»  eowl  wrre  the 
better  nif?la!.  Shanit.^  on  yoiu  MusT'^r  WtnirEitn!  If  I 
had  not  liitd  you  a<p  *o  old  ^n  [nqiiEitnEantv.  ihia 
ahnnid  ha VI  cone  to  myLndy^s  tarfs  though  1  hiifltinen 

fiHt'fl  prrkibank  nnt\  talc-pyetfof  my  pnirift,  »^  utien 
told  ijC  Bo] find  Ora^iiK^  shoot infrihti:  wdd  swan/' 
Mii9tt!r  Wifij^ritrt  wrte  Mmewhnt  di^»Tj>aytHl  fit  pCT- 
ceiviJiL^  thnt  xhv  dvU\i\  which  he  hod  given  of  IiIei  far- 
si^litt^  pulirical  vitws  had  productxl  op  his  bearer 
nih^T  fiuKptcion  of  his  ^dehty  than  Hdmimiiun  of  hk 
wiftloni,  and  endeavour*^,  ne  hupiijy  ^s  po^hLIc,  to 
apoloLn7;e  and  to  explain,  nit  hough  internmlly  ei 
trt^niuly  ortet>di*d  at  rhe  uimniionRblc  vjt-w,  as  oe 
dcrTEud  tL,  ^bich  It  had  ph'sscd  Mistress  l.ihii!^  Brad- 
burru^  to  tnVf  of  bifl '^3iprt^s?ioTis  |  ntid  rrTPTiialU*  con- 
vi'i-'^-d,  ihat  her  diflfipprohntion  of  hifi  n:nrinienta 
aru^i  i^,,],]v  mil  of  the  con^dfraiii^n*  ttial  tEiouidi 
Fcirhj  r  ,hiiUF<i'ip,  Fupf>ositi|^  hini  to  liecnntc  ihc  mas- 
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•r  a  ateward,  yet  thtse  of  a  waitiiig-womaii  would, 
in  the  supposed  circumstances,  be  altogether  super- 
Huoiis. 

Alter  his  explanation  had  been  received  as  ezplana- 
tiona  usualljf  are,  the  two  fnends  arreted ;  Liliasto 
attend  the  silver  whistlb  which  called  her  to  her  mis- 
tnns's  chamber,  and  the  sapient  major-domo  to  the 
duties  of  Kis  own  department  They  parted  with  less 
tlian  their  usual  degree  of  reverence  and  regard ;  for 
the  steward  felt  that  his  worldly  wisdom  was  rebuked 
by  the  more  disinterested  attachment  of  the  waiting- 
woman,  and  Mistress  Liiias  Bradboume  was  com- 
pelled to  consider  her  old  fnend  as  something  little 
better  than  a  time-server. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

When  I  h«e  a  Mupenee  iind«r  my  thvmb, 
Tbm  I  8«t  credit  in  ilka  town  ; 
But  when  I  am  poor,  tliejr  bid  mo  ffte  bjr— 
0  povertf  parts  food  eompanf  I 

(Mdang. 

Whtle  the  departure  of  the  page  afforded  subject 
Cot  the  conversation  which  we  have  detailed  in  our 
last  chapter,  (he  late  favourite  was  fap  advanced  on 
his  solitary  journey,  without  well  knowing  what  was 
its  object,  or  what  was  iikelv  to  be  its  end.  He  had 
lowed  the  skiff  in  which  he  lefl  the  castle,  to  the  side 
of  the  lake  most  distant  from  the  village,  with  the 
deare  of  escaping  from  the  notice  of  the  itihabitants. 
His  pride  whispered,  that  he  would  be,  in  his  dis- 
carded state,  onlv  the  subject,  of  their  wonder  and 
eompassion ;  and  his  generosity  told  him,  that  any 
mark  of  sympathy  which  his  situation  should  excite, 
might  be  unfavourably  reported  at  the  castle.  A  tri- 
fling incident  convinced  him  he  had  little  to  fenr  for 
his/riends  on  the  latter  score.    He  was  met  bv  a 


on 

ted . 

of  his  assistant.    Ralph  Fisher  approached  to  greet 
him,  with  all  the  alacrity  of  an  humble  friend. 

"What^  Master  Roland,  abroad  on  this  side,  and 
without  either  hawk  or  hound  7" 

"Hawk  or  hound,"  said  Roland,  "I  will  never  per- 
haps halloo  to  again.  I  have  been  dismissed— that  is, 
I  have  left  the  castle." 

Ralph  was  surprised.  **  What !  you  are  to  pass  into 
the  Knight's  service,  and  take  the  black  jack  and  the 
lance  r*^ 

"Indeed,"  replied  Roland  Graeme,  "I  am  not— I 
am  now  leaving  the  ser\'ice  of  Avenel  for  ever." 

"And  whither  ore  you  going,  then  V*  said  the  young 
oeasant.  « 

'*  Nay,  that  is  a  question  which  it  craves  time  to 
answer— 1  have  that  matter  to  determine  yet,"  replied 
the  disgraced  favourite. 

**Nay,  nay,"  said  Ralph,  **I  warrant  vou  it  is  the 
same  to  you  which  way  you  go— my  Lady  would  not 
dismiss  yon  till  she  had  put  tome  lining  into  the 
poaches  of  your  doublet." 

"Sordid  slave V*  said  Roland  Greme,  " dost  thou 
Chink  I  would  have  accepted  a  boon,  from  one  who 
was  giving  me  over  a  prev.to  detraction  and  to  niin, 
at  the  instigation  of  a  canting  priest  and  a  meddling 
serving- woman  7  The  bread  that  I  had  bought  with 
such  an  alma  would  have  choked  me  at  the  first 
mouthful."      .  ,  ,         .     ^ 

Ralph  looked  at  his  quondam  fnend  with  an  an*  of 
.  wonder  not  unmixed  with  contempt  "Well,"  he 
said,  at  length,  "  no  occasion  for  passion— each  man 
knows  his  own  stomach  best— but,  were  I  on  a  black 
moor  at  this  time  of  day,  not  knowing  whither  I  was 
foing,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  broad  mece  or  two 
m  my  pouch,  come  oy  them  as  I  could.— But.perhaps 
you  will-  go  with  me  to  my  father's— that  is,  for  a 
night,  for  to-morrow  we  expect  my  uncle  Menelaus 
and  all  his  folk ;  but.  as  I  said,  for  one  night** 

The  cold-blooded  limitation  of  the  offered  shelter  to 
one  night  only,  and  that  tendered  most  unMrillingly, 
sflended  the  pnde  of  the  discarded  favourite. 

"1  wouki  rather  sleep  on  the  fresh  heath(*r,  as  I 

te▼e  done  many  a  night  on  less  occasion,"  said  Ro- 
id  Greme,  ^  than  in  the  smoky  garret  of  your 
Vol.111        zD 


fiither,  that  nnefls  of  peat-i 
like  a  Highlander's  piaid^" 


You  may  choose,  mv  master,  if  you  are  so  nice," 
replied  Ralph  Fisher ;  **you  may  be  glad  to  smell  a 
peat-fire,  and  usquebaugh  too,  ii  you  ioumey  long  in 
the  fashion  you  propose.  You  might  have  said  Ood- 
a- mercy  for  your  proffer,  though— it  is  not  every  one 
will  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  ill-will  by  harbour-  ' 
inz  a  discarded  serving-man." 

^^ Ralph.'*  said  Roland  Graeme,  "I  would  pray  you 
(o  remember  that  I  have  awitched  you  before  now, 
and  this  is  the  same  riding-wand  which  you  have 
Usted.**  . 

Ralph,  who  was  a  thickset  clownish  figure,  amved 
at  his  full  strength,  and  conscious  of  the  most  com- 
plete personal  superiority,  laughed  contemptuously  at 
the  threats  of  the  sUght-made  stripling. 

"It  may  be  the  same  wand,"  he  sajd,  "btit  not  the 
same  hand ;  and  that  is  as  good  rhyme  as  if  it  were  in 
a  ballad.  Look  you,  my  Lady's pageu  that  was,  when 
your  switch  was  up,  it  was  no  fear  of  you,  but  of  your 
betters,  that  kept  mine  down— and  I  wot  not  what 
hinders  me  from  clearing  old  scores  with  this  hazel 
rung,  and  showing  you  it  was  your  Lady's  Uvery- 
coat  which  1  sparoi,  and  not  your  flesh  and  blood, 
Master  Roland." 

In  the  midst  of  his  rage,  Roland  Grsme  was  just 
wisd  enough  to  see,  that  by  continuing  this  alterca- 
tion, he  would  subject  himself  to  very  rude  treatment 
from  the  boor,  who  was  so  much  older  and  stronger 
than  himself;  and  while  his  antagonist,  with  a  sort 
of  jeering  laugh  of  defiance,  seemed,  to  provoke  the 
contest,  he  felt  the  full  bitterness  of  his  own  degraded 
condition,  and  burst  into  a  passion  of  teanu  wtiich  he 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  conceal  with  both  his  hands. 

Even  the  rough  churl  was  moved  with  the  distreas 
of  his  quondam  companion. 

"Nay,  Master  Roland,"  he  said,  "I  did  but  as 
'twere  jest  with  thee— I  would  not  harm  thee,  man, 
were  itl)ut  for  old  acquaintance  sake.  But  ever  look 
to  a  man's  inches  ere  you  talk  of  switching— why, 
thine  arm,  man,  is  but  like  a  spindle  compared  to 
mine.*— But  hark,  I  hear  old  Adam  Woodcock  halloo- 
ing to  his  hawk— Come  along^  man,  we  will  have  a 
merry  afternoon,  and  go  jouily  to  my  father's,  in 
spite  of  the  peat-smoktf  and  usquebaugh  to  boot 
Maybe  we  may  put  you  into  some  honest  way  of  win- 
ning your  bread,  though  it's  hard  to  come  by  in  these 
broken  times." 

The  unfonunate  page  made  no  answer,  nor  did  be 
withdraw  his  hands  from  his  face,  and  Fisher  con- 
tinued in  what  he  imagined  a  suitable  tune  of  comfort 

"  Why.  man,  when  you  were  my  Lady's  minion, 
men  hcla  you  proud,  and  some  thought  you  a  papist^ 
and  I  wot  not  what ;  and  so,  now  that  you  have  no 
one  to  bear  you  out,  you  must  be  companionable  and 
hearty,  and  wait  on  the  minister's  examinarions,  and 
put  these  things  out  of  folk's  head ;  and  if  he  says  yon 
arc  in  fault,  vou  must  jouk  your  head  to  the  stream ; 
and  if  a  gentleman,  or  agentieman's  gentleman,  gives 
you  a  rough  word,  or  a  light  blow,  you  must  only  any, 
thank  you  for  dusting  my  doublet,  or  the  like,  as  } 
have  done  by  you.— But  hark  to  Woodcock's  wnisde 
again.  Come,  and  I  will  teach  you  all  the  trick  on't 
as  we  go  On." 

"  I  thank  you,"  said  Roland  Gneme,  endeavouring 
to  assume  an  air  of  indiflerence  and  of  superiority } 
"  but  I  have  another  path  before  me,  and  were  it 
otherwise,  I  could  not  tread  in  yours." 

"  Very  troe,  Master  RoUmd,"  replied  the  clown , 
"  and  every  man  knows  his  own  matters  best,  and 
so  I  will  not  keep  you  from  the  path,  as  you  say. 
Give  us  a  grip  of  your  hand,  man,  for  auld  lang  syne. 
—What !  not  clap  palms  ere  we  part  7— well,  so  be  it 
—a  wilful  man  will  have  his  way,  and  so,  farewell, 
and  the  blesf>ing  of  the  mommg  to  you." 

"  Good-morrow— good- morrow,"^said  Roland,  has- 
tily ;  and  th?  clown  walked  lightly  of!i  whistKng  as  ho 
went,  and  glad,  apparently,  to  be  rid  of  an  acquaint- 
ance, whose  c.aims  might  be  troublesome,  and  who 
had  no  longer  the  means  to  be  serviceable  to  him. 

Roland  Greme  compelled  himself  to  walk  on  whils 
they  were  withi^i  sight  of  each  other,  that  his  former 
intimate  might  not  augur  any  vadllatbn  ot  puiposih 
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of  0TiecT(flinty  of  nbjrirfj  fVom  hii  rernatnlnj^  on  jhe 
Sftnitj  fpot  i  but  the^  ctlori  wna  a  pfiiniul  ona.  He 
*i>eni<Mi  siunrif^d,  ni  it  were,  and  t^cMjr :  tliL-  is^aTih  on 
which  he  atood  felt  as  if  une^jLHio,  nna  quaking  wndtT 
hiB  ftiot  UkR  th(;  sLurfqot!  of  a  Ime^^  &t\d  he  httd  once  or 
Iwic*^  nearly  ffillm,  though  Ihc  paih  he  (rode  waa  iif 
firm  ^tunswsrd  He  kept  rcsohuely  moving  for- 
wardf  m  ppltc  of  thi?  ititernal  a^ntadoti  to  vhicb  \h&e 
Ajraiploma  bdoitRcd^  until  The'lktunt  form  of  h;»  ai- 
qijBintancecll^iippi'^reil  btbiniJ  ihi^  dupe  of  n  bill,  wb'jn 
m»  hciirr  fjiiW  nt  onrrj  nnil.  sttlmg  down  on  ihc> 
ttirf,  Pftmcit?  from  hunmn  kiflt,  hfi  ^^vc  wiiy  to  the  na- 
tainl  arpiwsiiTtiM  of  wcmiidrtl  imde,  fjriff,  nnd  fs/sr. 
4^  wcii-i  wi[h  linfLdlraliiLj  ynjiuHigji,  and  iinijuafitW 
bitterncsp. 

When  the  first  violent  paroxysm  of  his  feelings  had 
subsided,  the  deserted  and  friendless  youth,  felt  that 
mental  relief  which  usually  follows  such  discharces 
of  sorrow.  The  tears  continued  to  chase  each  other 
dpwn  his  cheeks,  but  they  were  no  lon^jer  accompa- 
nied bv  the  same  sense  of  desolation ;  an  afilicting 
yet  milder  sentiment  was  awakened  in  his  mind,  by 
ihe  recollection  of  hie  benefactress,  of  the  unwearied 
kindness  which  had  attached  her  to  him,  in  spite  of 
many  acts  of  provokine  petulance,  now  recollected 
08  offences  of  a  deep  dye,  which  bad  protected  him 

S^iust  the  machinations  of  others,  as  well  as  acainst 
e  consequences  of  his  own  folly,  and  would  have 
continued  to  do  so,  had  not  the  excess  of  his  presump- 
tion compelled  her  to  withdraw  her  protection. 

"Whatever  indignity  I  have  borne,"  he  said,  "has 
been  the  just  reward  of  my  own  injen'atiiude.  And 
have  I  done  well  to  accept  the  hospitality,  the  more 
than  maternal  kindness,  of  my  protectress,  yet  to  de- 
tain from  her  the  knowledge  of  my  religion?— but  she 
shall  know  that  a  Catholic  has  as  mucn  gratitude  as 
a  puritan— that  I  have  b{  en  thoughtless,  but  not 
wicked— that  in  my  wildest  moments  I  have  loved, 


mind,  and  began  hastily  to  retread  his  footsteps  to 
wards  the  castle.  But  he  checked  the  first  eagerness 
of  his  repentant  haste,  when  he  reflected  on  the  scorn 
and  contempt  with  which  «the  family  were  likely  to 
Bee  the  return  of  the  fugitive,  humbled;  as  they  must 
necessarily  suppose  him,  into  a  supplicant,  who  re- 
quested pardon  for  his  fault,  nnd  permission  to  return 
to  his  service.  He  slackened  his  pace,  but  he  stood 
not  still. 

"  I  care  not,"  he  resolutely  determined  j  "  let  them 
wink,  point,  nod,  sneer,  speak  of  the  conceit  which 
is  humbled,  of  the  pride  which  has  had  a  fall— I  care 
not ;  it  is  a  penance  due  to  my  folly,  and  I  will  endure 
it  with  patience,  t^ut  if  she  also,  mv  benefactress 
if  she  also  should  think  me  sordid  and  weak-spirited 
enough  to  beg,  not  for  her  pardon  alone,  but  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  advantages  which  I  derived  from  her 
favour— ^r  suspicion  of  my  meanness  I  cannot— I 
will  not  brook." 

He  stood  still,  and  his  n  ide,  rallying  with  constitu- 
tional obstinacy  against  his  more  just  feeling,  urged 
4hat  he  would  incur  the  scorn  of  the  Lady  of  Avenel, 
rather  than  obtain  her  favour,  by  following  the  course 
which  the  first  ardour  of  his  repentant  feelings  had 
dictated  to  him. 

"If  I  had  but  some  plausible  pretext,"  he  thought, 
'*some  ostensible  reason  for  my  return,  some  excuse 
to  all^  which  might  show  I  came  not  as  a  degraded 
supplicant,  or  a  discarded  menial,  I  might  go  thither 
—but  as  I  am,  I  cannot— my  heart  would  leap  from 
its  place  and  burst" 

As  these  thoughts  swept  through  his  mind,  some- 
thing passed  in  the  air  so  near  him  as  to  dazzle  his 
eyen,  and  almost  to  brush  the  plume  in  his  cap.  He 
looked  up-7-it  was  the  favourite  falcon  of  Sir  Halbert, 
^rhich;  flying  around  his  head,  seemed  to  claim  his 
attention,  as  that  of  a  well-known  friend.  Roland 
extended  his  arm,  and  gave  the  accustomed  whoop, 
and  the  falcon  instantly  settled  on  his  wrist,  and.be- 
gan  to  prun*»  '♦self,  glancing  at  tlie  youth  from  time 
to  time  an  acute  and  brilliant  beam  of  its  hazel  eve, 
which  seemed  to  ask  why  he  caressed  it  not  with  his 
usnal  fondness. 


*  Ah,  I>iamon<!  f  he  said,  as  if  Ae  bird  rnKfrn^itood 
him,  "thou  and  I  roust  be  strangers  henc^orwarcL 
Many  a  gallant  stoop  have  I  seen  thee  make,  nod, 
many  a  brave  heron  strike  down ;  but  that  is  alljeone 
and  over,  and  there  is  no  hawking  more  for  me  f^ 

"And  why  not.  Master  Roland,"  said  Adam  Wood- 
cock the  falconer,  who  carne  at  that  instant  from  be^ 
hind  a  few  alder  bushes  which  had  concealed  him 
from  view,  "why  should  there  be  no  more  bawkins 
for  you  7  Why,  man,  what  were  our  life  without  our 
^x>rt8 1— thou  know'st  the  jolly  old  song— 

*Amt  rfither  would  Allan  in  dwtfeon  li*. 
Than  live  at  larre  where  the  falcon  cannot  flj  ; 
And  Allan  would  rather  lie  m  Sexton's  pound. 
Than  live  where  he  foUow'd  not  Om  merrjr  liawk  and 
hoand.'  '* 

The  voice  of  the  falconet"  was  hearty  and  friendly* 
and  the  tone  in  which  he  half-sung,  half-recited  his 
rude  ballad,  implied  honest  frankness  and  cordiality. 
But  remembrance  of  their  quarrel,  and  its  conse- 
quenees,  embarrassed  Roland,  and  prevented  his  re- 
ply. The  falconer  saw  his  hesitation,  and  guesaed 
the  cause. 

"  What  now,"  said  he,  "  Master  Rolond  7  do  yon, 
who  are  half  an  Englishman,  think  that  T,  who  am 
a  whole  one,  would  keep  up  anger  against  you.  and 
you  in  distress  7  That  were  like  some  of  the  Scots, 
(my  master's  reverence  always  excepted.)  who  cwi 
be  fair  and  false,  and  wait  their  time,  and  keep  their 
mind,  as  they  say,  to  themselves  and  touch  pot  and 
flagon  with  you,  and  hunt  and  hawk  with  you.  and, 
after  all,  when  time  serves,  pay  off  some  old  feud  with 
the  point  of  the  dagger.  Canny  Yorkshire  has  no 
memory  for  such  ow  sores.  Why.  man,  an  you  bad 
bit  me  a  rough  blow,  maybe  I  would  rather  have  taken 
it  from  you,  than  a  rough  word  from  another;  for  vott 
have  a  good  notion  of  falconry,  though  you  stand  up 
for  washing  the  meat  for  the  eyasses.  So  give  us 
your  hand,  man,  and  bear  no  malice." 

Roland,  though  he  felt  his  proud  blood  rebel  at 
the  familiarity  of  honest  Adam's  address,  could  not 
resist  its  downright  frankness.  Covenng  his  facs 
with  the  one  hand,  he  held  out  the  other  to  the 
falconer,  and  returned  with  readiness  his  friendllf 

"Why,  this  is  hearty  now,"  said  Woodcock ;  "l 
always  said  vou  had  a  kind  heart,, though  you  have  4 
spice  of  tne  devil  in  vour  disposition,  that  is  certain. 
I  came  this  way  with  the  falcon  on  purpose  to  find 
you,  and  yon  half-bred  lubbard  told  me  which  way 
you  took  night  You  ever  ihotight  too  much  of  that 
kcstril- kite,  Master  Roland,  and  he  knows  naught  dE 
sport,  after  all,  but  what  he  caught  from  you.  I  saw 
how  it  had  been  betwixt  you,  and  I  sent  nim  out  of 
my  company  with  a  wanion— 1  would  rather  have 
a  rifler  on  my  perch  than  a  false  knave  at  mr 
elbow— and  now,  Master  Roland,  tell  me  what  way 
winRveT^  ^ 

"^Thflt  ii  as  God  pk-nsea.  rivniti  ttu^  pngC,  With  A 
sjjjh  which  be  could  not  nfpprfps. 

^'  Nav,  man,  never  droop  a  f(?alher  for  Toeing  caA 
oflr^  an  id  Jh<?  falcontr ;  '*whfi  knows  but  v^u  ma? 
scar  the  belter  ond  fnirrr  flight  for  all  ihis  yet* 
Lonk  at  Diamond  lh('re,  *tia  a  noble  binl^  nnd  showt 
gall n nil jr  wiib  bis  hood  nnd  bt%  nnd  j^ses;  but 
tnerc  la  many  1  wild  falcon  in  Norway  ihat  wouM 
not  chaiiEe  properties  with  him— And  tbm  is  what  I 
^ould  say  of  you.  You  nre  no  bnfeer  nif  Lady'h 
pnpft,  and  you  will  not  clothe  so  f»fr,  or  feed  so  welL 
or  sliH'p  50  foft^  or  ehow  so  ^riMant— What  of  all 
thai  ?  if  you  are  no i  her  pagE,  you  srv  your  own  man, 
and  may  go  were  you  will,  without  minding  whoop 
or  whistle.  The  worst  is  the  loss  of  the  sport,  but 
who  knows  what  you  may  come  to  1  They  say  that 
Sir  Halbert  himselC  I  speak  with  reverence,  was  once 
glad  to  be  the  Abhors  forester,  and  now  he  has 
hounds  and  hawks  of  his  own  and  Adam  Woodcock 
for  a  falconer  to  the  boot.'* 

"You  arc  right,  and  soy  well,  Adam  "  answered 
the  youth,  the  olood  mantling  iii  his  cheeks,  "  thto 
falcon  wilt  soar  higher  without  his  bells  than  with 
them,  though  the  bells  be  made  of  silver." 

"  That  is  cheerily  spoken,"  replied  the  (alcontf  s 
"  and  whither  nowr?—  ^y  ^^^  ^<j) "^ 
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**  I  'hoiKHt  of  floiajT  to  the  AbUy  of  fiennaquhair," 
aoswered  Roland  Gra^o^  "  to  ask  the  eounaoi  of 
Father  Amhroae." 

**  And  ipy  go  with  yovi"  said  the  ialcoDer*  thooim 
it  » likdy  you  may  and  the  old  monks  in. sonic 
WQgxowi  toey  say  the  commons  are  threatening  to 
turn  them  out  of  their  cells,  and  make  a  devii*s  mass 
oC  it  in  the  old  churco.  thmking  they  hare  torfoome 
thft  sport  too  long ;  and  troth  I  am  clear  of  the  same 
opuiiofl." 

"Jllien  will  Father  Ambrose  be  the  better  of 
haTiDg  a  friend  beside  him !''  said  tlie  page,  manflilly. 

**  Ay,  but,  my  young  fearnau^hi,"  replied  the 
falconer,  "  the  friend  will  scarce  be  the  better  of 
boiag  beside  Father  Ambrose— he  may  come  by  the 
rodder's  lick,  and  that* is  ever  the  worst  of  the  bat- 
Uer 

•*!  car© not  for  that,"  said  the  page;  "  the  dread 
of  a  lick  should  not  hold  me  back:  but  I  fear  I  may 
bring  trouble  betwijen  the  brothers  by  visiting  Father 
Ambrose.  I  will  tarry  to-night  at  Saint  Cuihbcrt's 
c«lL  where  the  old  priest  win  give  me  a  night's 
Bfelter;  and  1  will  send  to  Father  Ambrose  to  ask 
his  advice  before  I  ro  down  to  the  convent." 

"  By  Our  Lady,''^  said  the  falconer,  '*  and  that  is  a 
likelv  plan !— And  now,"  he  continued,  changing  his 
fimnkness  of  manner  for  a  sort  of  awkward  embarass- 
meot,  as  if  he  had  somewhat  to  say  that  he  had  no 
raady  means  to  bring  out— *' and  now,  you  wot  well 
that  I  wear  a  pouch  for  my  hawk's  meat,*  and  so 
forth,  but  wot  ye  what  it  is  lined  with,  Master 
RoUJidr 

**  With  leather,  to  be  sure,"  replied  Roland,  some- 
what snrprised  at  the  hesitation  with  which  Adam 
Woodcock  asked  a  question  apparently  so  simple. 

*•  With  leather,  lad  ?"  said  Woodcock ;  "  ay,  and 

aith  silver  to  the  boot  of  that  Seft  (lere,"  he  snid, 
lowing  a  secret  slit  in  the  lining  of  his  bag  of  office 
—there  they  are,  thirty  good  Harry  groats  as  ever 
srere  struck  in  blulfola  Hal's  time,  and  ten  of  them 
are  right  heartily  at  your  serviee  j  and  now  the  mur- 
der is  out"   • 

Roland's  first  idea  was  to  refuse  this  assistance: 
but  he  recollected  the  vows  of  humilitv  which  he  hafi 
just  taken  u^on  him,  and  it  occurred  that  this  was 
toe  opportunity  to  put  his  new- formed  resolution  to 
toe  test  Assuming  a  strong  command  of  himself 
he  answered  Adam  Woodcock  with  as  much  frank- 
ness as  his  nature  permitted  him  to  wear,  in  doing 
what  was  so  contrary  to  his  inclinations,  that  he 
accepted  tbaiikfuUy  of  his  kind  offer,  while,  to  soothe 
his  own  reviving  pride,  he  could  not  help  adding,  **he 
hoped  soon  to  reouite  the  obligation." 

*That  as  you  fist— that  as  yon  list,  young  man," 
•aid  the  falconer,  with  ^ee,  counting  out  and  de- 
b'Vering  to  his  young  fhend  the  sm^pty  he  had  so 
merously  offered,  and  then  adding  with  great  eheer-- 
fSmesa,— *•  Now  you  may  go  through  the  world  j  for 
he  that  can  back  a  horse,  wind  a  horn,  halloo  a  grey- 
hound, fly  a  hawk,  and  play  at  sword  and  bncklcr, 
with  a  whole  pair  of  shoes,  a  green  jacket,  and  ten 
I8y-white  groats  in  his  pouch,  mav  bid  father  Care 
hang  himself  in  his  own  jesses.  Fiarewdl,  and  Qod 
be  With  you!" 

So  saying^  and  asif  desifous  to  avoM  the  thanks  of 
Ms  compamon,  he  tamed  hastily  round,  aiid  left 
RoUnd  QTVsms.  jo  pursue  his  journey  alone. 
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Th«  ssftred  taper*!  liirhti  sra  rooa, 
Qmr  mom  b«f  timi  the  alur  •utua^ 
IVi  holy  kMift  if  o'«rtlM>ini, 

TiM  bell  het  eeMed  t»to|l. 
Tlie  lonrnbbed  Melw  we  bont  ud  «hr«Bk« 
Ttie  lMl7  ■briiiee  !•  mta  WDk, 
DeMurlad  le  Hie  pioM  monk, 
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Tub  Cell  of  Saint  Cuthbert,  as  it  was  caMed,  marked, 
or  was  supposed  to  mark,  one  of  those  resting-places 
tchich  that  venerable  saint  was  pleased  to  assign  to 

•  IVe  HUM  bkf ,  like  tnmr  thinr  beloefliir  to  IMeeiiry.  w« 
•wgeuixi  an  honourable  di^inctipn.  end  worn  oftev  bjr  the  m»- 
blHr  end  |ent(t-  One  of  the  Somervitlei  of  CunneUiMi  «»«t 
ealM  &^  MM  irtmnt  rt^daf,  b»Rat]««  it  wuHi»  trent  lo  wiir 
kalMwItlartKMNkiovwWwftniatioortiwt  ' 
8» 


his  monks,  wfien  nis  conrent,  being  ativen  fflMp  lAl* 
disfem  by  the  Danes,  became  a  penpatede  society  of 
reKgionists,  and,  bearing  their  patron's  body  on  taeir 
shoulders,  transported  him fromplace  to  place  ihrotigh 
Scotland  and  the  borders  of  England,  until  he  was 
pleased  at  length  to  spare  them  the  pain  of  carryinK 
him  farther,  and  to  choose  his  nltimate  ploee  of  rest 
in  the  lordly  towers  of  Durham.  The  odour  of  his 
sanctity  remained  behind  him  at  each  place  where  he 
had  granted  the  monks  a  transient  respite  from  their 
li^bovrs ;  and  proud  were  those  who  could  assign,  at 
his  temporary  resting-place,  any  spot  within  their 
vicmity.  There  were  few  cells  more  celebrated  and 
honoined  than  that  of  Saint  Cuthbert,  to  which  R»> 
land  Orxme  now  bent  his  way,  situated  considernbly 
(o  the  north-west  of  the  great  Abber  of  Kennequhair. 
on  which  it  was  dependent  In  the  neigh  hour  hooci 
were  some  of  those  recommendations  which  weighed 
with  the  experienced  priesthood  of  Rome,  in  choosing 
their  sites  for  places  of  religion. 

There  was  a  well,  posseesed  of  some  medicinal 
qualities,  which,  of  course,  claimed  the  saint  for  its 
guardian  and  patron,  and  occasionaUy  produced  some 
advantage  (o  the  recluse  who  mhabited  his  cell,  since 
noite  could  reasonably  expect  to  benefit  by  the  foon« 
tain  who  did  not  extend  their  bounty  to  the  saint's 
chaplain.  A  few  roods  of  fertile  land  afforded  the  - 
monk  his  plot  of  garden  g[round ;  an  eminence  well 
clothed  with  trees  rose  behmd  the  cell,  and  sheltered 
it  from  the  north  and  the  eas^  while  the  fhmt  open* 
ins  to  the  south-west,  looked  up  a  wild  but  pleasant 
valley,  down  which  wandered  a  lively  brook,  which 
battlea  with  every  stone  that  interrapced  its  passage. 

The  cell  itself  was  rather  plainly  than  rudely  con-  . 
structed— a  low  Gothic  bnildinff  with  two  emoH 
apartments,  one  of  which  served  the  priest  for  his 
dwelling-place,  the  other  for  his  chapeL  As  there 
were  few  of  the  secutar  clergy  who  durst  venmre  to 
reside  so  near  the  border,  the  assistance  of  this  monk 
in  spiritual  affairs  had  not  been  oseless  to  the  com* 
munity,  while  the  Catholio  religion  retained  the  as* 
eendency ;  as  he  eould  many,  christen,  and  adminis* 
ter  the  other  sacraments  of  the  Roman  church.  Of  . 
late,  however,  as  the  proteetant  doctrines  gained 
ground,  he  had  fbond  it  convenient  to  live  in  close 
nmrement,  and  to  avoid,  as  ranch  as  poasibl^,  draw*^ 
ing  upon  himself  observation  or  animadversion.  The 
appearance  of  his  habitation, -however,  when  Roland 
Grsme  came  before  it  in  the  ckwe  of  the  evening; 
plainly  showed  that  his  caution  had  been  finaUy  in- 
eflfectuul. 

The  page's  first  movement  was  to  knack  af  th*^ 
door,  when  he  observed,  to  bis  samrise,  that  it  wa» 
open,  nottVom  beins;  lef^unlaiclied,hiit  becaasor  beat 
otT  its  upper  hmgc,  it  wae  only  fastened  to  the  door- 
poet  by  the  k>wer,  and  oonU  therefore  no  knger  per* 
Ibcm  its  functioned  Somewhat  alarmed  at  ms,  and. 
receiving  no  answerwhen  he  knocked  and  called,  Rok 
hmd  began  to  look  n^re  nt  leisure  upon  the  exterior  * 
of  the  tittle  dweflmg,  before  he  ventured  to  cntet  in 
The  flowere,  which  had  been  trained  with  care 
against  the  walla,  seemed  to  bavto  been  veomdj  torn 
down,  and  (railed  their  dishonoured  jgaiiaBda  on  the- 
earth ;  the  latticed  window  wa»  broken  and  da^ec^ 
in.  The  gavden,  which  the  monk  had  maintained  by 
hte  tfonstant  labouf  m  the  hifehest  aider  and  beauty, 
bofe  marks  of  having  been  wtoly  trod  dowoand-dfr-  - 
stfoved  by  the  hooftof  animais  and  the  feecof  men. 
••  The  sairtted  spring  had  not  eeeapMd.  it  wae  Wont 
to  rise  beneath  a  eanopy  of  ribbed  arches^  with  which' 
the  devotion  of  elder  nntee  had  secured  ancl^praieeted  t 
its  healing  waters.  These  arches  were  now  abnoet 
entirely  dehieliehed,  and  fim  stones  ef  whkb  tney 
weta  t^lt  were  tumbled  mto  the  wclt^  an  tf  fln^  t^ 
pntpoee  ef  oholdng  np  and  deemwing  thefimnlaiBi 
wfiicit  aait  bad  ntied  m  other  (teya  the  hofipareri 
the  samt,  was,  in  the  jpreecnt^  doomed  t*  panahe  hi» 
nnpopulsrilf.  Part  ot  the  roof  had  been  paMed  down  • 
frmn  ihe  hones  itseU;  and  an  attempt  had  been  made- 


with  crows  and  tevwa  vpon  one  of  the  angie^  by 
which  several  lam  comer-slonea  had  been  foroeil 
out  of  their  place  fhtn  the  soMty  of  ancient  maaoo^ 
work  had  proved  too  great  for  me  time  or  patience  of  • 
the  nssailants,  and  th^  had  rennqiiished  thett  talk  ^ 
61* 


destniCtkHK    Sadi  dilapidated  buildingi,  after  the 
lapse  of  veank  durir      ^'^  ■*— 

ooTered  the  enects  o\ 


iqi^.ym. 


lapse  of  yeank  during  which  nature  has  gradually 
ooTered  tne  enects  ofviolenoe  with  creeping  plantSi 
and  with  weather-etaina,  ezliibit,  amid  their  decay. 


no,  CAiiiuii,    (iiiiiu    iiicii  ucv-ajTi 

a  melancholy  beauty.  But  when  the  visible  enects  of 
violenee  appear  raw  and  recent,  there  js  no  feellns  to 
mitigate  the  sense  of  devastation  with  which  they 
impress  the  spectators  i  and  such  was  now  the  scene 
,  on  which  the  youthful  page  gazed,  with  the  painful 
i«)«l?ag8  it  wa^  qualified  to  excite. 

When  his  first  momentary  surprise  was  over,  Ro- 
land Grsme  wns  at  no  loss  to  cor^jecture  the  cause  of 
these  ravaxes.  The  destruction  of  the  Popish  edifices 
did  not  take  place  at  once  throughout  Scotland,  but 
at  different  times,  and  according  to  the  spirit  which 
actuated  the  reformed  clergy,  some  of  whom  insti- 
gated their  hearers  to  these  acts  of  demolition,  and 
others,  with  better  taste  and  feeling,  endeavoured  to 
protect  the  ancient  shrines,  while  they  desired  to  see 
them  purifi^  from  the  objects  which,  had  attracted 
idolatrous  devotion.  From  time  to  time,  therefore, 
the  populace  of  the  Scottish  towns  and  villases,  when 
instigated  either  by  their  own  feelings  of  abhorrence 
for  Popish  superstition,  or  by  the  doctrines  of  the  more 
zealous  preachers,  resumed  the  work  of  destruction, 
and  exercised  it  upon  some  sequestered  churck  cha- 
oel,  or  cell,  which  had  escaped  the  first  burst  of  their 
indignation  against  thn  relii^on  of  Rome.  In  many 
,)Iacea,  the  vices  of  the  Catholic  cleri^,  arising  out  of 
ihe  wealth  and  the  corruption  of  that  tremendous 
hierarchy,  furnished  too  good  an  apology^  for  wreaking 
vengeance  upon  the  spletuiid  edifices  which  they  inha- 
Ibited '  and  of  this  an  old  Scottish  historian  gives  a  re- 
markable instance. 

**  Why  mourn  ye,"  said  an  aged  matjon,  seeing  the 
disosiTtent  of  some  of  the  citizens,  while  a  stately  oon- 
nrent  was  burnt  bv  the  multitude,— "why  mourn  ye 
lor  its  destruction  1  If  you  knew  half  the  tla^itious 
-wickedness  which  has  been  perpetrated  within  that 
tiovse,  yea  would  rather  bless  the  divine  judgment, 
'Which  tiermtts  not  even  the  senseless  walls  that 
screened  such  profligacy,  any  longer  to  cumber  Chria- 
•tian  ground!" 

But  althouffh,  in  many  instances,  the  destruction  of 
lh«  Roman  Catholic  buildings  might  lie,  in  the  mat- 
sx>n's  way  of  judging;  an  act  of  justice,  and  in  others 
•nn  act  of  policy,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  humour  of 
<lano{ishinsr  monuments  of  ancient  piety  and  munifi- 
cence, and  that  in  a  poor  country  like  Scotland,  wiicre 
there  was  no  chance  of  their  being  replaced,  was  both 
useless,  mischievous,  and  barbarous. 

in  the  present  instanrct,  the  unpretending  and  quiet 
aeelu^ion  of  the  monk  of  St.  Cuthbert^s  had  hitherto 
saved  him  from  tlie  general  wreck ;  but  it  would  seem 
ruin  had  now  at  length  reached  him.  Anxious  to  dis- 
cover if  he  had  at  least  escaped  personal  harm,  Roland 
Oncme  entered  the  half-niifpd  cell. 

The  interior  of  the  building  was  in  a  state  which 
fully  mstified  the  Cfpinion  he  had  formed  from  its  ex- 
terna] injuriesL  The  few  rude  utensils  of  the  solita- 
ry's hut  were  broken  down,  and  lay  scattered  on  the 
floor,  where  it  seemed  as  if  a  fire  had  been  made  with 
some  of  the  fragments  Co  destroy,  the  rest  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  to  consume,  in  partietilar,  the  rude  old  image 
4>f  Sl  Cirthbert  in  its  episcopal  habit,  which  lay  on 
the  hearth  like  Dsi^on  of  yore,  shattered  with  the  axe 
MTtd  scorched  with  the  flamea,  but  only  partially  do- 
•atroyed.  In  the  little  apartment  which  served  a?  a 
chapel,  the  altar, was  overthrown,  and  ib^"  Hmf  huge 
•tones  of  which  it  had  been  once  compn:f!cd  lay  si^ ot- 
tered aroond  the  floor.  The  large  «umi^  fri^:.\fi.M, 
^hieh  occupied  the  niche  behind  the  altur,  and  frun  Pc  d 
the  sapplicant  while  he  paid  hisdevonon  thcrr^  hiui 
teen  pulled  down,  and  dashed  by  its oun  wei^bt  into 
three  fragments.  There  were  tnarks  of  aleilj^e-hri  rn- 
mers  on  each  of  these:  yet  the  imfige  hud  bf^n  brv^ 
from  otter  demolition  by  the  size  and  str^  nuth  of  ilie 
remaining  fragmenta,  which,  though  uwich  iiijiin-fl, 
retained  enough  of  the  original  sculpture  lo  fthuw 
Kvhat  it  had  been  intended  to  represent.* 
•  t  msjr  b#ra  dbwarve.  thst  thi«  it  Mtimly  an  ideal  9t9m.  flaiiit 


Roland  Gr^me,  secretly  nursed  m  the  teneu  of 
Rom&  saw  with  horror  the  profiinadon  oi  the  moat 
sacred  emblem,  according  Co  his  creed,  of  our  hciy 
relunon. 

"^It  is  the  badge  of  our  redemption,**  he  said,  **  which 
the  felons  have  dared  to  violate — would  to  Gkxi  in> 
weak  strength  were  able  to  replace  it— my  humbl^ 
reverence,  to  atone  for  the  sacrilege!" 

He  stooped  to  the  task  he  first  meditated,  and  with 
a  sudden,  and  to  himself  almost  an  incredible  exertion 
of  power,  he  lifted  up  the  one  extremity  of  the  lower 
shaft  of  the  cross,  and  rested  it  upon  tne  edge  of  the 
large  stone  which  served  for  its  pedestal.  Encour- 
a;;^  by  this  success^  he  applied  his  force  to  the  other 
extremity,  and,  to  his  own  astonishment,  succeeded 
so  far  as  to  erect  the  lower  end  of  the  limb  into  the  * 
socket,  out  of  which  it  had  been  forced,  and  to  place 
this  fragment  of  the  image  upri^t. 

While  he  was  employed  in  this  labour^  or  rather  at 
the  very  moment  when  he  had  accomplished  the  ele- 
va'ion  of  the  fragment,  a  voice,  in  thrilling  and  well- 
known  accents,  spoke  behind  him  these  words: — 
**WelI  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant!  Thus 
would  I  again  meet  the  child  of  my  love— the  hope  ot 
my  aged  eyes." 

Roland  turned  round  in  astonishment,  and  the  tall 
commanding  form  of  Magdalen  Graeme  stood  beside 
him.  She  was  arrayed  in  a  sort  of  loose  habit,  in  form 
like  that  worn  by  pemtentsin  Catholic  countries^  but 
black  m  colour,  and  approaching  as  near  to  a  pilgnm'e 
cloak  as  it  was  safe  to  wear  m  a  country  where  the 
suspicion  of  Catholic  devotion  in  many  places  endan> 
gered  the  safety  of  those  who  were  suspected  of  attach- 
ment to  the  ancient  faith.  Roland  Gra:me  threw 
himself  at  her  feet.  She  raised  and  embracod  hinn, 
with  afieetion  indeed,  but  not  unmixed  with  gravity 
which  amounted  almost  to  sternness. 

"  Thou  hast  kept  well,**  she  said,  "  the  bird  in  thy 
bosom.*  As  a  boy,  as  a  youth,  thou  hast  held  fast 
thy  fai,th  among  heretics— thou  hast  kept  thy  secret 
arid  mme  own  amongst  thine  enemies.  I  wept  when 
I  parted  from  you— I,  who  seldom  weep,  tticn  fihed 
tears,  loss  for  thy  death,  than  for  thy  spiritual  danger 
—I  ihred  n.ir  even  jme  thee  to  bid  thee  a  last  farewel 


her. 
thv  ; 

fo*  ' 
frc   I 

wl, 


riling  grief,  had  betravcd  melo  tbos^ 
But  TJuut  hast  Deenfaithftil— down,  do^n^jn 


Catbbart.  ■  penHm  wf  eti«t>liflhfl4  MOAlitgr,  liad,  so  dovbl,  Mfv«i«l 
als«c«  or  worahip  on  tbe  Burdoni.  where  lie  flourtnliad  whilst 
ilvUif ,  but  Tiltmouth  Ctiapel  j«  th«  only  ono  wtticli  betni  MMne 
'Siwirtilanes  to  Um  lwnai*flfr  '^Hf^hU  Is  the  ant    It  Ims. 


i-'(iK  befVirc  \\ni  holy  sign,  >vhich  evil  ma;  injure 
Ini'Hit^nit-;  ilvjwn,  and  praise  saints  and  ansels 

;  ■     I-  ,  ih  I.    lavedone  thee,  in  preserving  thee 

I  :'i    :     h  .-  iliipi^iie  which  cleaves  to  the  house  in 

1 1 1  iiLLN.  vvLfL  :':!irtured!" 

If,  my  rnotlur-so  I  must  ever  call  you,"  replied 
Graiiii',— "if  I  am  returned  such  as  thou  wouldat 
vAsU  me,  thou  must  thank  the  care  of  the  pious  father 
Ambrose,  whose  instructions  confirmed  your  early 
precepts,  and  taught  me  at  once  to  be  faith f id  and  to 
be  silent." 

"Be  he  blessed  for  it!"  said  she,  "blessed  in  the 
cell  and  in  the  field,  in  the  pidpit  and  at  the  altar— ^ 
the  saints  rain  blessings  on  him !— they  are  just,  and 
employ  his  pious  care  to  counteract  the  evils  whk:h 
his  detested  brother  works  asainst  the  realm  and  the 
church.    But  he  knew  not  ol  thy  lineage  ?" 

"I  could  not  myself  tell  him  that,"  answered  Ro- 
land. "  I  knew  but  darkly  JQrom  your  words,  that  Sir 
Halbert  Glendinning  holds  mine  inheritance^  and 
that  I  am  of  blood  as  nuble  as  runs  in  the  vemif  of 
any  Scottish  Baron— these  are  things  not  to  be  for- 
indeed  ■  well,  (kmoiu  Tor  tnnttryinc  thru*  wishes  for  ovotf 
worvliinper  who  shaU  qmfl'  Uio  fovsiain  wiUi  sulBcient  twIiaC 
in  itiiemcacir.  At  this  spot  th«  saint  is  said  tfi  have  landed  ia 
hi»  stone  coffin,  in  which  tie  sailed  down  Ute  'ISveod  fnim  Mel- 
m«e,  and  liere  tiie  atone  coffln  lona  lay,  in  evidenea  of  llie  IkeL 
Tlie  late  Sir  Francis  Blake  Delaval  is  said  to  Itave  mken  Uie  ex- 
act  measure  of  Uie  cotTin.  and  to  have  aacscrtained.  bj  hydrosta- 
tic princiiries,  that  It  inif ht  have  aettialljr  swam.  A  pntfane  i^ 
SMf  in  the  neiahbourhood  annoanced  his  intentio«i  of  cunvert- 
tog  this  last  b^  of  the  Saint  into  a  troofh  for  hia  swine  :  but  ths 
profknatinn  was  rendered  imponsiMe,  either  by  the  Samt,  or  bf 
soma  fsoas  yoiary  in  hia  behalf,  for  on  the  foUowini  mumisf 
.» L ^ — I  ^^^--  •- -" 

.     ,  poir  -  -, 

howevor,  in  exactly  the  oppiMite  difvction  as  ruaarthi  M<»tn»sa^ 
wliieii  UiaaappoapdcollofSaiaiCuiliberiiaaaiJtohavat  — 


■v»i«   |MW«  vwi«ij  in   i«wi   uvMaii.  ivi    wu   »i^  ihhv^'IV  •uimhj 

Uie  Stone  ^arcophainis  was  fuunu  broken  in  two  fVannents. 

Tiltmouth  Chapel,  with  (liese  points  of  reiicmhianoe.  H*t,  ' 

howevor,  in  exactly  the      -     *  " — *    "" 

wliieii  Um  aoppoapd  col 
towarda  Kenaaquhair. 

*  An  expression  asod  by  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  slain  >  thsj  battla 
of  JliedgalyHBoor  in  I4M,  wlien  dyinjr  to  eipraea  his  navflM  |ms> 
aarvad anslaissd  im Mitjr^lp Um^iujs^^ Us^taiv 


CiukP.  vni.i 


THE  ABBOT. 


gotten,  but  for  the  explaDation  I  must  now  look  to 
you." 

"  And  when  time  suits,  thou  shslt  not  ask  for  it  in 
Tain.  But  men  say,  my  son,  that  thou  art  bold  and  sud- 
den ;  and  those  wno  bear  such  tempera  are  not  lightly 
U>  be  trusted  with  what  will  strongly  move  them." 

**  Say  rather,  my  mother  "  returned  Roland  Graeme, 
"  that  I  am  laggard  and  eold-blooded— what  patience 
or  endurance  can  you  require  of  which  fu  is  not  capa- 
ble, who  for  years  has  heard  his  reli  Hon  ridiculed  and 
insulted,  yet  failed  to  plunge  his  dagger  into  the  blas- 
phemer's bosom !" 
**  Be  conten  ted,  my  child,"  replied  Magdalen  Grsme; 
*  the  time,  which  then  and  even  now  demands  pa- 
tience, will  soon  ripen  to  that  of  effort  and  action— 
Kreat  events  are  on  the  wins,  and  thou^thou  shalt 
have  thy  share  in  advancing;  tnem.— Thou  hast  relin- 
quished the  service  of  the  Lady  of  Avenel  7" 

"  I  have  oeen  dismissed  from  it,  my  mother— I  hav§ 
lived  to  be  dismissed,  as  if  I  were  the  meanest  of  the 
train." 

**  It  is  th«i  better,  my  child,"  replied  she ;  *'  thy  mind 
will  be  the  more  haraened  to  undertake  that  which 
mast  be  performed." 

"Let  it  be  nothing,  then,  u:ainst  the  Lady  of  Ave- 
pel,"  said  the  page,  "  as  thy  look  and  words  seem  to 
imply.  I  have  eaten  her  bread— f  have  experienced 
her  favour— I  will  neither  injure  nor  betray  her." 

*•  Of  that,  hereafter,  my  son,"  said  she ;  **  but  learn 
this,  that  It  is  not  for  tnee  to  capitulate  in  thy  duty, 
and  to  say  this  will  I  do.  and  that  will  I  leave  undone 
— ^No,  Roland !  God  ana  man  will  no  longer  abide  the 
wickedness  of  this  generation.— Seost  thon  these 
fraRincnts— knowest  tnou  what  they  represent 7— and 
canst  tbou  think  it  is  for  thee  to  make  disdnctions 
amongst  a  race  so  accursed  by  Heaven,  that  they  ro- 
nounce,  violate,  blaspheme,  and  destroy,  whatsoever 
we  are  commanded  to  believe  in,  whatsoever  we  are 
commanded  to  reverence T' 

As  she  8{)oke,  she  bent  her  head  towards  the  broken 
image,  witti  a  countenance  in  which  strong  resent- 
ment and  zeal  were  mingled  with  an  expression  of 
ecstatic  devotion ;  she  raised  her  left  hand  aloft  as  in 
the  act  of  making  a  vow,  and  thus  proceeded :  "  Bear 
witness  for  me,  blessed  symbol  of  our  salvation,  bear 
witness,  holy  saint,  within  whose  violated  temple  we 
stand,  that  as  it  is  not  for  vengeaifce  of  my  own  that 
my  hate  pursues  these  people,  so  neither,  for  any 
favour  or  earthly  affection  towards  any  amongst 
them,  will  I  withdraw  my  hand  from  the  plough, 
when  it  shall  pass  through  the  devoted  furrow !  Bear 
witness,  holy  saint,  once  thy;8clf  a  wanderer  and  fugi- 
tive as  we  are  now— bear  witness,  Mother  of  Mercv, 
Queen  of  Heaven— bear  witness,  saints  and  angels  f 
In  this  nigh  strain  of  enthusiasm  she  stood,  raising 
her  eyes  thr(3ugh  the  fractured  roof  of  the  vault,  to  the 
stars  which  now  began  to  twinkle  through  the  paki 
twilidit,  while  thelonggraytreeses  which  hung  down 
over  ner  shoulders  waved  m  the  night-breeze,  which 
the  chasm  and  fractured  windows  admitted  freely. 

Roland  Gneme  was  too  much  awed  by  early  habits^ 
as  well  Bs  by  the  mysterious  import  of  her  words,  to 
ask  for  f;urtner  explanatkm  of  the  mirpose  iftie  06- 
Bcurelv  hinted  at  Nor  did  she  farther  press  him  on 
the  subject ;  for,  having  concluded  her  prayer  or  ob- 
testation, by  claspin^^  her  hands  together  with  solem- 
nity^ and  then  signmg  herself  with  the  cross,  she 
again  addressed  her  grandson,  in  a  tone  more  adapted 
to  the  ordinary  business  of  life. 

"Thou  must  hence,"  she  said,  "Roland,  thou  mnsi 
hence,  but  not  till  morning.— And  now,  how  wilt  thou 
ihifi  for  thy  night's  quaners  ?— thou  hast  been  more 
softly  brer)  than  when  we  were  companions  in  the 
Biistjr  hil)«  of  Cumberland  and  Liddesdale." 

"I  have  at  least  preserved,  ray  good  mother,  the 
habits  which  I  then  learned— can  lie  hard,  feed 
sparingly,  and  think  it  no  hardship.  Sineo  I  was  a 
w»  ulerer  with  thee  on  the  hills,  I  have  been  a  hunter, 
auL  fisher,  and  fowler,  and  each  of  these  is  accus- 
tonled  to  sleep  freely  in  a  worse  shefter  than  sacri- 
lege has  left  us  here," 

'•Than  sacrilege  has  left  us  here !"  said  the  matron, 
repeating  his  words,  and  pausing  on  them,— "Most 
trie,  my  ion ;  and  God's  faithfiu  children  are  now 


worst  sheltered,  when  they  1<hge  in  God's  own  hoom 
and  the  demesne  of  his  bleneed  saints.  We  .ahaU 
sleep  cold  here,  under  the  night- wind,  which  whistles 
through  the  breaches  that  neresy  has  made.  The/ 
shall  Tie  warmer  who  made  them— ay,  and  through  a 
long  hereafter !"  ,   .       , 

Notwithstanding  the  wild  and  smgular  expressiona 
of  this  female,  she  appeared  to  retain  towards  Roland 
Graeme,  in  a  strong  degree,  that  affectionate  and  sedu- 
lous love  which  women  bear  to  their  nurslings,  and 
the  children  dependent  on  their  care.  It  seemed  as  if 
she  would  not  permit  him  to  do  aught  for  himself 
which  in  former  days  her  attention  had  been  used  to 
do  fiN*  him,  and  that  she  considered  the  tall  stripling 
before  her  as  beine  equally  dependent  on  her  careful 
attentk>n  as  when  he  was  the  orphan  child,  who  had 
owed  all  to  her  affeclionate«olicitude. 

"  What  hast  thou  to  eat  now 7"  she  iaid.  as^  leav- 
ing the  chapel,  they  went  into  the  deserted  habitaiioit 
of  the  priest:  "or  what  means  of  kindling  a  fire,  to 
defend  thee  from  this  raw  and  inclement  air  1     Poor 


child!  thou  hast  made  slisht  provision  for  a  long 
journey;  nor  hast  thou  skiH  to  help  thyself  by  wiL 
when  means  are  scanty.     But  Our  Lady  has  placed 


by  thy  side  one  to  whom  want,  in  all  its  forma,  is  as 
familiar  as  plenty  and  splendour  have  formerly  been. 
And  with  want.  Roland,  come  the  arts  of  which  aha 
is  the  inventor. ' 

With  an  active  and  ofilcious  diligeno^which  strange- 
ly contrasted  with  her  late  abstracted  and  high  tona 
of  Catholic  devotion,  she  set  about  her  domestic  ar- 
rangements for  the  evening.  A  pouch,  which  was 
hidden  under  her  garment,  produced  a  Hint  and  steel, 
and  from  the  scattered  frag^ments  around  (those  per- 
taining to  the  ima^  of  Saint  Cuthbert  scrupidously 
excepted)  she  obtained  splinters  sufficient  to  raise  a 
sparkling  and  cheerful  fire  on  the  hearth  of  the  de- 
serted, ceil. 

"  And  now,"  she  said,  "for  needful  food." 

"  Think  not  of  it,  mother,"  said  Roland,  "  unless 
you  yoin^lf  feel  hunger.  It  is  a  little  thing  for  me  to 
endure  a  night's  abstinence,  and  a  small  atonement 
for  the  necessary  transgression  of  the  rules  of  ths 
Church,  upon  which  I  was  compelled  during  my  stay 
in  the  castle." 

"Hunger  for  myself!"  answered  the  matron— 
'I  Know,  youth,  that  a  mother  knows  not  hunger  tiu 
that  of  her  child  is  satisfied."  And  with  aflectionata 
inconsistency,  totally  different  from  her  usual  manner, 
she  added,  "Roland  you  must  not  fast;  you  havo  dis- 
pensation; you  are  young,  and  to  youth,  food  and 
sleep  are  necessaries  not  to  be  dispensed  with.  Hus- 
band your  strength,  my  child^— your  sovereign,  your 
religion,  your  counti7  require  il  Let  age  macerate  bff 
fast  andf  vigil  a  body  which  can  only  sutler ;  let  youth, 
in  these  active  times,  nourish  the  limbs  and  tfaa 
strent^th  which  action  rcqturea." 
•While  she  thus  spoke,  the  scrip,  which  had  pro- 
duced the  means  of  striking  fh^nnnished  provision 
for  a  meal ;  of  which  ahe  herself  scarce  partqpk,  but 
anxiously  watched  her  char^  taking  a  plea8ttr&  re- 
sembling that  of  an  epicure,  m  each  morsel  which  hci 
swallowed,  with  a  youthfiil  appetite  which  abstinence 
had  rendc^  unusually  sharp.  Roland  readily  obeyed 
her  recommendations,  and  ate  the  food  which  she  so 
affectionately  and  earnestly  placed  before  him.  But 
she  shook  her  head  when  invited  by  him  in  return  to 
partake  of  the  refreshment  her  own  cares  had  fur- 
nished ;  and  when  hia  solicitude  beeame  mnre  vT^^f- 
ins,  she  refused  him  in  a  lotiit  r  ume  uf  ri  jet Uiiu. 

Young  man,"  she  said. '  you  know  not  to  wijom, 
or  of  what  you  speak.  T\ny  to  whom  Huavc^n  de- 
clares its  purpose,  must  merit  lis  co»n]munir.aiii»ti  by 
mortifying  the  senses;  they  hnv^^  ilmt  witluri  uhigh 
requires  not  the  superfluity  of  tiirihly  FiutrimenL 
which  is  necessary  to  thc^^^  wVlo  ure  witlwut  the 
sphere  of  the  Vision.  To  rlu^iu  the  wnteh  si>trut  l^i 
prayer  is  a  refreshing  slumh^  r,  nnd  th^^scnac  of  doini^ 
the  will  of  Heaven  is  a  richer  bfinuiKt  lUnn  ihu  tabl^ja 
of  monarchs  can  spread  bcfom  (hmi !— Hin  do  tliou 
sleep  soft,  my  son,"  she  sai<l.  r^  tnpHUi|r  rnini  ^\w  tuno 
of  fanaticism  into  thatof  m:'L<  rrjrd  nfli^ciion  and  TlIi- 
demes^;— "do  thou  sleep  ^/imikI  wlule  ji|;  la  hut* 
young  with  thee,  snd  the  eaf^eti  ^f  iiy  it^,can  U) 


Wowned  in  the  shimbera  of  the  evening;  Different  is 
ihy  duty  and  mine,  and  as  different  the  moane  by 
Vuich  we  must  qualify;  and  etrengthen  ouradree  to 
^rform  it.  FVom  thee  is  demanded  strength  of  body 
—from  me,  strength  of  soul." 
'  When  she  thus  spoke,  she  prepared  with  ready  ad- 
dress a  pallet-couch,  compoeeci  partly  of  the  dried 
i eaves  which  had  once  furnished  a  bed  to  the  sohtary, 
md  the  guests  who  occasionally  receiyed  his  ho«)i- 
talitv^,  and  which,  neglected  bv  the  destroyers  of  his 
hum'bie  cell,  had  remained  Kttle  disturbed  in  the  cor- 
ner allotted  for  them.  To  these  her  care  added  some 
f){  the  vestures  which  lay  torn  and  scattered  on  the 
lioor.  With  a  zealous  hand  she  selected  ail  such  aa 
appeared  to  have  made  any  part  of  the  sacerdotal 
vestments,  laying  them  aside  as  sacred  from  ordinary 
purposes,  and  with  the  rest  she  made,  with  dexterous 
promptness,  such  a  bed  as  a  weary  man  might  will- 
ingly stretch  himself  on ;  and  during  the  time  she  was 
preparing  it  rejected,  even  with  acrimony,  any  at- 
tempt whicn  the  youth  made  to  assist  her,  or  any 
entreaty  which  he  urged  that  she  should  accept  of 
The  place  of  rest  for  her  own  use.  "  Sleep  thou," 
*wdd  she,  "  Roland  Grseme,  sleep  thou-~the  persecuted, 
the  disinherited  orphan— the  son  of  an  ill-fated  mo- 
ther-deep thou  1 1  go  to  pray  in  the  Chapel  beside 
thee." 

Tilt'  tM'il!TH'r  V\'ity  t'xt  ri\'i\].n'-^\:i^[\riin'j,'  vutw"*]^  lOO 
obslititttdy  firm,  to  pcniiLi  Rfiinnd  Gramme  tf>  dJBpute 
her  will  any  farther.     Vr;t  h^  tt^v  some  ahame  in  giv- 

'fnjt  ^Ay  to  It.  It  fifcriitid  as  if  Hhe  had  fot^Ucn  the 
ytttTs  that  hurl  jiitj^A^cl  awoy  Rinct}  thm  partinf?;  and 
eipoctrd  to  WfMi,  in  the  tall,  iiidulgf^^^,  ond  ^vjiftil 
yrjujtht  whom  j^he  had  recover^,  tht?  passive  obedi- 
ence of  the  child  whom  eihe  had  left  in  thu  CAAtlt;  of 

^  A  vend*  This  did  ncrt  fail  to  hurt  htr  tfranJaon's 
characicrbtic  and  constituTional  ijndo,  fie  obeyfd, 
indetdL  hwed  into  mtbmtteion  by  th(?  sudden  rttur- 

Vence  of  former  subonJi nation,  and  by  fwelin^H  of 
RJfiHrtion  and  L^mtUude,  ^tic!^  however,  he  felt  the  yoke. 
*'  HnVQ  [  rdimiuii^hed  thp  hawk  and  the  hflsiWl,"  he 
BaiLl,  "  to  bL'Conit!  thp  piipil  of  h*:r  pleasijrL\  aa  if  I 
w-rt*  slil!  A  child  I  I,  whom  tfV**n  my  envbu*  mates 
allowed  to  be  gyperior  in  thoao  e.itTciirips  which  thty 
look  most  pftins  to  at^qutre,  and  which  cutne  ti>  iiie 
iiatjjriiily,  as  if  a  knowf^g^  of  thu^m  had  been  iXjY 

'birthright?  This  miiy  not,  and  must  not  bp^  1  will 
ftG  no  reclaimed  fipamiw-huv^kt  who  le  frarried  hooded 

,ot!  a  wmnan^a  wrist,  and  Hub  his  quarry  otdy  t^hcwn 

'10  hitn  wht*n  hiju  eye»  aru  tj(nco\epod  for  his  iiight.    I 

will  know  her  piUT^)se^re  it  Ih  proposed  to  me  to  n id  it." 

ThsBR  and  oth^^r  though  E^  fttreamed  through  :he 

Ttilnd  of  Roland  UirTmo;  andftltbough  wcsaned  with 
ttit*  fati^es  of  the  day,  it  wae  long  ere  he  cuuld  cam- 

'ro$ii  himself  to  nsfi. 


•'  CHAPTER  IX. 

'  'KnMfWtthme-iwearlt-'tia  not  in  word*  t  trait,      • 

fltva  whan-Uwy^re  feneed  with  an  appeal  to  Haaven. 

Oid  Plat, 

'  ArrBi  passing  the  night  in  that  sound  sleep  for 
'which  asinitk)!!  and  fatiaoehad  prepared  him,  Roland 
'was  awaltened  by  the  n'esh  morning  air,  and  by  the 
'bHinii  of  the  rising  Bun .  Hhs  first  feeling  was  that  of 
FLiiprisei  fLT.  idsttflij  of  loitkuig  forth  from  a  turret 
window  on  tlie  waicre  M'  thu  Lake  of  Avenel,  which 
wfljs  the  proappct  hisr  furrrjcr  npartment  atfonied,  an 
im  latticed  aperture  eave  bnn  the  view  of  the  demo- 
l)flh(^tl  pajtfeii  of  I  he  bauii^litd  inchohte.  He  sate  up 
on  hi»  eoDch  of  If^nviaa,  and  iir ranged  in  his  memory, 
n«t  Wit  limit  wondtsr^  ihe  ei  titular  events  of  the  pre- 
'c«<!intf  day»  whiib  npjwflred  the  more  surprising  the 
n ore  he  fionsidered  them.  He  had  lost  tne  protec- 
tTfsft  of  hh  youth,  and,  in  th«  same  day,  he  had  re- 
eovffud  iho  enida  nnd  i^ardiari  of  his  childhood.  The 
for  trier  detsrivation  ho  tnlt  ought  to  be  matter  of  un- 
r^^lns  rtCTft,  ond  \t  ptemeff  as  if  the  latter  could 
^hnrdly  be  tW  fiuhj^  et  <iT  iinciiued  self- congratulation. 
H-s  rLinembewl  tbb  ptraon,  wbo  had  stood  to  him  in 
I  he  rvlniiotri  of  a  mother,  as  equally  affectionate  in  her 
fitiintiori,  and  absolute  in  her  authority.  A. singular 
mixture  of  love  and  fear  atteoded  upon  hia  early 
ramembronces  aa  they  were  connected  with  her  i  and 
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the  fear  that  she  might  deaire  to  resume  the  same  ab- 
■olnte  control  over  his  mofion»--«  fear  which  hei 
conduct  of  Yesterday  did  not  tend  much  to  diasipaU 
—weighed  heavily  against  the  joy  of  this  second 
meeting. 

"  She  cannot  mean,"  said  hia  rising  pride,  *'  to  lead 
and  direct  me  aa  a  pi9>il,  when  I  am  at  the  age  ol 
jodging  of  my  own  acuons  7— this  she  cannot  mean, 
or  meaning  it  will  feel  herself  strangely  deceived." 

A  aense  oc  grititude  towards  the  person  against 
whom  his  heart  thus  rebelled,  checked  this  course  of 
^BeHng:  He  resisted  the  though  te  which  in volun  taril  V 
arose  in  his  mind,  as  he  would  have  reaisted  an  actual 
inatigatian  of  the  foul  fiend ;  and,  to  aid  him  in  his 
struggle,  he  felt  for  his  beads.  But.  in  hia  hasty  de- 
parture firom  the  Castle  of  Avenel,  oe  had  foiigotten 
and  lef\  them  behind  hhn. 

"Tliis  is  yet  worse,"  he  said;  "but  two  things  I 
learned  of  her  under  the  moet  deadly  charge  of  secreer 
—to  tell  my  beads,  and  to  conceal  that  I  did  so ;  and 
I  have  kept  my  word  till  now }  and  when  she  shall 
aak  me  for  the  rosary,  I  must  say  I  have  foigotten  it. 
Do  1  deserve  she  should  beUeve  me  when  1  say  I  have 
kept  the  secret  of  my  faith,  when  I  set  so  light  by  its 
symbol?" 

He  paced  the  floor  in  anxioua  ngilatioti.  In  fact, 
hi^  ntiacbtnejit  \a  his  faith  wi^  of  a  naiuri?  very  di^* 
ferent  from  that  which  nriitnaiod  iJieenthni'iistic  ma- 
tron, but  which,  iiotwiihfitBfidmg,  it  wouki  liave  been 
bin  ket  thought  t^o  relinquish. 

The  ej^irly  cnargea  imoreii^'d  on  hiin  i  '  "  ;8  grand- 
mo  ther^  hud  bvGti  ini<till»d  intoarTi'  memoiy 
of  a  character  peculiarly  lenucious,  <  '  BhewaSi 
he  waa  prt^ud  of  the  conhdc-nce  repo^d  .jj  his  di*- 
cietioiij,  and  ro<M>lvc4  to  ithow  that  it  had  not  been 
rafthly  intruBtsd  lo  hinr  At  tb^  snnve  time,  his  reso- 
lution wa«i  nu  more  than  thoft  of  a  child,  and  must, 
neccBJ^ftnly,  ha\e  gradual Ey  faded  awny  under  t^B 
opcratjon  both  of  pre^^ept  and  example,  during  hia 
reisideTioQ  Bt  the  Ca^iile  of  Avenel,  but  for  the  ex- 
hoTtntionEi  of  Fattver  Ambrose,  wbo,  in  hi:s  hiy  estate, 
had  been  calk^  Fklwnnl  Gbndinning.  Thisiealoua 
monk  had  l^ci^n  apftriztd,  bv  an  unEifned  letier  placed 
in  his  hand  by  a  ;til^'rirn,  that  a  child  educAted  in  tlM 
GnthiTj^lii:  faith  waa  now  in  the  Cai<.tle  of  Avcinel,  poa- 
lo5i>lv  Htuatrd  E>a  ^jii^  ih*d  ftstruU  t;M>rtf^!=rrt)  as  ever 
the  uiKt  children  who  were  caai  into  the  fiery  furnace 
of  persecution.  The  letter  threw  upon  Father  Ambrose 
the  fkult^  shoukl  this  sohtary  lamb,  unwilUngly  left 
within  toe  demesnes  of  the  prowling  wolf,  become 
his  final  prey.  There  needed  no  farther  exhortation 
to  the  monk  than  the  idea  that  a  soul  might  be  en- 
dangered, and  that  a  Catholic  might  become  an 
apoetata ;  and  he  made  hia  visits  more  frequent  than 
usual  to  the  Castle  of  Avenel,  lest,  through  waat 
of  the  private  enoourageroent  and  instruction  which 
he  always  found  some  opportunity  of  dispensing,  the 
church  should  lose  a  proselyte,  and,  according  to  the 
Romish  creed,  the  devil  aoquire  a  soul. 

Still  iheat'  ijih  rview»  were  rare;  and  though  thev 
encoiutiged  the  tjohtary  boy  to  ke^  his  secret  and 
hold  fast  hia  ri^ligion,  they  were  neither  freauent  nor 
long  Enough  to  m^ire  him  with  any  thing  beyond  a 
blind  attacnnttjnt  to  the  observances  which  the  priest 
recommendid,  He  adhered  to  the  forms  of  hia  re- 
ligion, rather  bccau^t^  Ut  felt  it  would  be  dishonourable 
to  chanjge  that  of  bis  fulhers,  than  from  any  rationa- 
conviction  or  aincere  beUef  of  its  mysterious  doctrines 


It  was  a  principal  part  of  the  distinotk>n  which,  in  bis 

own  opiniOBL  singled  him  c "^  ' —  *'" ~'^  "*" — 

he  Uvea,  and  gave  him  an  i 


own  opiniOBL  singled  him  out  from  those  with  whom 
he  Uveid,  and  gave  him  an  additional,  though  an  intai^ 
nal  and  concealed  reason,  for  contemning  those  c^tM 


household  who  showed  anundieguised)li4ikeof  him. 
and  for  hardening  himself  against  the  mstruotions  of 
the  chaplain,  Henry  Warden.  J      . . . 

"  The  fanatic  preacher."  he  thouant  within  hrniseli; 
daring  some  one  of  the  duiplain's  freauent  diacouraea 
against  the  Church /jf  Uoim-,  "  he  littfe  knows  whose 
oars  are  receiving  hie  profani^  doctrine^ and  with  what 
contempt  and  abhorrf  ncft  tlicv  hear  hi^  blasphemifa 
against  the  holyreli^  i:  >.  kings  have  been 

crowned,  and  for  wh  i  i  ■,  j  -      ?e  died  I" 

But  m  such  proud  filings  of  del^ance  of  heiesy,  as 
it  was  ^rmed,  and  of  its  professors,  which  associated 


Ohap.  1X.J 
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supplied  by  a  string  of  hazel  nuts !— This  is  heresy— 
So  Henry  Warden,  the  wolf  who  ravages  the  flock  of 
the  Shepherd,  hath  taught  thee  to  speak  and  to  think." 

"Motner,"  said  Roland  Gneme,  "I  am  no  heretic; 
I  believe  and  I  pray  according  to  the  rules  of  our 
church— This  misfortune  I  regret,  but  I  cannot  amenl 
it" 

"Thou  canst  repent  it,  though,"  replied  hisspiritusl 
directress,  "  repent  it  in  dust  and  ashes,  atone  for  it 
by  fasting,  prayer,  and  penance,  instead  of  looking  on 
me  with  a  countenance  as  light  as  if  thou  hadst  lost 
but  a  button  from  thv  cap." 

"Mother,"  said  Roland,  "be  appeased  ;  I  will  r^ 
member  my  fault  in  the  next  confession  which  i  have 
space  and  opportunity  to  make,  and  will  do  whatever 
the  priest  may  n?quire  of  me  in  atonement.  F«r  the 
heaviest  fault  I  can  do  no  more.— But,  mother,"  he 
addedj  after  a  moment's  pause,  "let  me  r\ot  mcar 


tlie  Catholic  religion  with  a  sense  of  generous  inde- 
pendence, and  that  of  tlie  Protestants  with  the  subju- 
gation of  his  mind  and  temper  to  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Warden,  began  and  ended  the  faith  of  Roland  Grsme, 
who,  independently  of  the  pride  of  singularity,  sought 
not  to  understand,  and  had  no  one  to  expound  to  him, 
the  peculiarities  of  the  tenets  which  be  professed.  His 
ngret,  therefore,  at  missing  the  rosary  which  had 
Deen  conveyed  to  him  through  the  hands  of  Father 
Ambnosa  was  rather  the  shame  of  a  soldier  who  has 
dropped  his  cockade,  or  badge  of  service,  than  that 
of  a  zealous  votary  who  had  forgotten  a  visible  sym- 
bol of  his  religion. 

His  thoughts  on  the  subject,  however,  were  morti- 
fying, and  the  more  so  from  apprehension  that  his 
Begligence  must  reach  the  eare  of  his  relative.  He 
felt  it  could  be  no  one  but  her  who  had  secretly  trana- 

mitted  thcsebeads  to  Father  Ambrose  for  his  uae,  and    auuc^j,  ai»ci  »  iiiwiiivrni,  o  ^uu.^     .^^  ...«  .i'»  ...«.». 
that  his  carelessness  was  but  an  indifferent  requital  of  your  farther  displeasure,  if  I  ask  whither  our  journey 


her  kindness. 

"  Nor  will  she  omit  to  ask  me  about  them,"  said  he 
10  himself;  "for  here  is  a  zeal  which  age  cannot 
quell ;  and  if  she  has  not  quitted  her  wont,  my  answer 
will  not  fail  to  incense  her." 

While  he  thus  communed  with  himself;  Magdalen 
Chrsnie  entered  the  apartment  "The  blessing  of 
the  morning  on  your  youthful  head  mv  son,"  she  said, 
with  a  solemnity  of  expression  which  thrilled  the  youth 
to  the  heart,  so  sad  and  earnest  did  the  benediction 
flow  from  her  lips,*  in  a  tone  where  devotion  was 
blended  with  aflection.  "And  thou  hast  started  thus 
early  from  thy  couch  to  catch  the  firat  breath  of  the 
dawn  ?  But  it  is  not  well,  my  Roland.  Enjoy  slum- 
ber while  thou  canst ;  the  time  is  not  far  behind  when 
the  waking  eye  must  be  thy  portion,  as  well  as  mine." 

She  uttered  these  words  with  an  affectionate  and 
anxious  tone,  which  showed,  that  devotional  as  were 
the  habitual  exercises  of  her  mind,  the  thoughts  of 
her  nuraling  yet  bound  her  to  earth  with  the  cords  of 
human  affection  and  passion. 

But  she  abode  not  long  in  a  mood  which  she  pro- 
bably Bcgarded  as  a  momentarv  dereliction  of  her 
imaginary  high  calling— "(>oine,'"  she  said,  "vouth. 
up  and  be  domg— It  is  time  that  we  leave  this  place." 

"And  whither  do  we  goT*  said  the  young  man; 
"or  what  is  the  object  of^our  journey  T' 

The  matron  atepped  back,  and  gazed  on  him  with 
nirprise,  not  unminglcHl  with  disploawire- 

To  what  purpose  such  a  question '?"  she  said:  "is 
it  not  enough  that  I  lead  the  way  7  Hast  thou  lived 
with  heretics  till  thou  hast  Icarncxl  to  instnl  the  vanity 


IS  bound,  and  what  is  its  object  I  am  no  lonuer  a 
child,  but  a  man,  and  at  my  own  disposal,  with  down 
upon  my  chin,  and  a  sword  by  my  side— I  will  go  to 
the  end  of  the  world  with  ^oii  to  do  your  pleasure : 
but  I  owe  it  to  mvself  to  inquire  the  purpose  and  direc- 
tion of  our  travels." 

"  You  owe  it  to  yourself,  ungrateful  boy  7"  rcplieH 
his  relaiive,  passion  rapidly  supplying  the  colour  which 
age  had  long  chased  from  her  features,—"  to  yourself 
you  owe  nothing— you  can  owe  nothing— to  me  you 
owe  cvfer>'  thing— your  life  when  an  infant— your  su|>> 
port  when  a  child— the  means  of  instruction  and  the 
hopes  of  honour— and,  sooner  than  thou  shouldst 
ahundun  the  noble  cause  to  which  t  have  devoted 
thee,  would  I  sec  thee  lie  a  corpse  at  my  feet !" 

Roland  was  alarmed  at  the  vehement  agitation  with 
which  she  spoke,  and  which  threatened  to  overpower 
her  aged  frame ;  and  he  hastened  to  reply,—"  I  forget 
nothing  of  what  I  owe  to  you,  my  dearest  mother^ 
show  mchow  mv  blood  can  testify  my  gratitude,  nnd 
you  shall  judge  if  I  spare  it  But  olindfold  obedienot 
has  in  it  as  little  meni  as  reason." 

"Saints  and  angels!"  replied  Magdalen,  "and  do 
I  hear  these  words  from  the  child  of  my  hopes,  the 
nursling  by  whose  bed  I  have  kneeled,  and  for  whose 
weal  I  hnve  wearied  every  saint  in  Heaven  with  pray- 
ers'?" Roland,  by  obedience  only  canst  thou  show 
thy  affection  and  thy  griititude.  What  avails  it  ihnt 
you  inigfit  perchance  adopt  the  course  I  propose  to 
iliee,  were  it  to  be  fully  explained  7  Thou  wouldst 
not  then  follow  my  command,  but  thine  own  judg- 
ment ;  thou  wouldst  not  do  the  will  of  Heaven, 


of  thine  own  private  judgment  in  place  of  due  honour    municntcd  through  thy  best  friend,  to  whom  thou 

and  obedience  7"  nwt^st  tliinn  all:  but  thuu  wniilrist  ohservfi  the  blindMl 

The  time,"  thought  Roland  Gncme  within  him- 


eeli^  "is  already  come  when  I  must  establish  my  free- 
dom, or  be  a  willing  thrall  for  over— I  feel  that  I  must 
ipcedily  look  to  it." 

She  instantly  fulfilled  his  foreboding,  by  recurring 
to  the  theme  by  which  her  thoughts  seemed  most  con- 
stantly engrossed,  although,  when  she  pleased,  no  one 
ooukl  so  perfectly  disguise  her  religk>n. 

"Thy  beads,  my  son— hast  thou  told  thy  beads 7" 

Roland  Gramme  coloured  high;  he  felt  the  storm 
was  approaching,  but  scorned  to  avert  it  by  a  false- 
hood. 

"I  have  forgotten  my  rosary,"  he  saki,  "at  the 
Castle  of  Avcnel." 

"Forgotten  thy  rosary!"  she  exclaimed;  "false 
both  to  religion  and  to  natural  duty,  hast  thou  lost 
what  was  sent  so  far,  and  at  such  risk,  a  token  of  the 
tniest  oflection,  that  should  have  been,  every  bead  of 
It,  as  dear  to  thee  as  thine  eyeballs  7" 

"I  am  grieved  it  should  have  so  chanced,  mother," 
replied  the  youth,  *  and  much  did  I  value  the  token, 
as  coming  from  you.  For  what  remains,  I  trust  to 
win  gold  enough,  when  I  push  my  way  in  the  world ; 
and  till  then,  beads  of  black  oak,  or  a  rosary  of  nuts, 
must  serve  the  turn." 

"Hear  him!"  said  his  srandmother;  "youog  as  he 
n,  he  hath  learned  already  the  lessons  of  the  devil's 
aehool !  The  rosary  consecrated  by  the  Holy  Father 
himself,  and  sanctified  by  his  blesnngs.  is  But  a  few 
knobs  of  CfjJd,  whose  value  may  be  replaced  by  the 
wages  of  hia  profane  labour,  and  whose  virtue  may  be 


owest  tliinc  all ;  but  thuu  wouklst  observe  the  blinded 
dictates  of  thine  own  imperfect  reason.  Hear  me^ 
Roland !  a  lot  calls  thee — solicits  thee— demands  thee 
—the  proudest  to  which  mnn  can  be  destined,  and  it 
uses  the  voice  of  thine  earliest,  thy  best,  thine  only 
friend  -Will  thou  resist  it  7  Then  go  thy  way— leave 
me  here — my  hopes  on  enrth  are  gone  and  withered— 
I  will  kneel  me  down  before  yonder  profaned  altsr, 
and  when  the  rsjo^ng  heretics  return,  tney  shall  dye  it 
with  the  blood  ofa  martyr!" 

"  But  my  dearest  mother,"  said  Roland  Gnrmei 
whose  early  recollections  of  her  violence  were  formi- 
dably renewed,  by  these  wild  expressions  of  reckless 
passion,  "1  will  not  forsake  you— 1  will  abide  with 
you— worlds  shall  not  force  me  from  your  side— I  will 
protect— I  will  defend  you— I  will  Uve  with  you,  an4 
die  for  you !" 

"One  word,  my  son.  were  worth  all  these — sav 
only,  'I  will  obey  you.*  " 

"^Doubt  it  not  mother,"  replied  the  youth,  "I  will, 
and  that  with  all  my  heart;  only" 

"  Nav,  I  receive  no  qualifications  of  thy  promise,'* 
said  Magdalen  Gnrme,  catching  at  the  word,  "  the 
obedience  which  I  require  is  abaulute;  and  a  hlrs^ing 
on  thee,  thou  darling  memory  of  my  beloved  child, 
that  thou  hast  power  to  make  a  promise  so  hard  to 
human  pride!  Trust  me  well,  that  in  the  design  in 
which  thou  dost  embark,  thou  hast  for  thy  pnrtnera 
the  mighty  and  the  valiant,  the  power  of  the  church, 
and  the  pride  of  the  noble.  Succeed  or  fail,  live  or 
die,  thy  name  shall  be  among  those  with  whom  suc- 
cess or  failure  ia  alike  gloriouv^leatb^^^  alike  de- 
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Bi'rable.  Forward,  then,  forward !  life  is  short,  and 
our  plan  is  laborious— Angela,  saints,  and  the  whole 
bles»e<l  host  of  heaven,  have  iheir  eyes  even  now  on 
thid  barr»^n  and  blighiea  land  of  Scotland— What  say 
I  ?  on  Scotland  7— their  eye  is  on  m»,  Roland— on  the 
frail  woman^on  the  inexperienced  youth,  who.  amidst 
the  ruins  which  sacrilese  hath  made  in  the  holy  place, 
devote  themselves  to  iSod's  cause,  and  that  of  their 
lawful  Sovcrc  ign.  Amen,  so  be  it !  The  blessed  eyes 
of  saints  and  martyrs,  which  see  our  msolve,  shall 
witne.oH  the  execution;  or  their  ears,  which  hear  our 
\ow,  jihall  hear  our  death-groan  drawn  in  tlie  sacred 
cau^e !" 

While  thus  speaking,  she  held  Roland  Gneme  firmly 
with  one  hand,  while  she  pointed  upward  with  the 
other,  to  leave  him,  as  it  were,  no  means  of  protest 
a^^ainst  the  obtestation  to  which  he  was  thus  made  a 
partv.  When  she  had  finished  heraopeal  to  Heaven, 
she  left  him  no  leisure  for  farther  tiesitation.  or  for 
asking  any  explanation  of  her  purpose ;  but  passing 
with  the  same  ready  transition  as  fonnerly,  to  the 
solicitous  attentions  of  an  anxious  parent,  over- 
whelmed him  with  questions  concerning  his  residence 
in  the  Castle  of  Avenel,  and  the  qualities  and  accom- 
plishments he  had  acquired. 

"It  is  well,"  she  said,  when  she  had  exhausted  her 
mquiries.  "mygay  goss-hawk*  hath  been  well  traineil. 
and  will  soar  high;  but  those  who  bred  him  will 
liuv&cause  to  fear  as  well  as  to  wonder  at  his  flight. 
— Let  us  now,"  she  said,  "to  our  morning  meal,  and 
care  not  though  it  be  a  scanty  one.  A  few  hours* 
walk  will  bring  us  to  more  friendly  quarters." 

They  broke  their  fast  accordingly,  on  such  frag- 
ments as  remained  of  their  yesterday  s  provision,  and 
immediately  set  out  on  their  farther  journey.  Mag- 
dalen Graime  led  the  way,  with  a  finn  and  active  step-' 
much  beyond  her  years,  and  Roland  Graeme  followed, 
pensive  and  anxious,  and  far  from  satisfied  with  the 
state  of  dependence  to  which  be  seemed  again  to  be 
reduee<l. 

"Am  I  forever,"  he  said  to  himself^  "  to  be  devoured 
with  the  desire  of  independence  and  free  agencv, 
and  yet  to  he  for  ever  led  on,  by  circumstances,  to  fol- 
low the  will  of  others?" 


CHAPTER  X. 

8h«  dwelt  nnnoticcd  find  alone, 

BiwHie  the  «prinn  of  Dove : 
A  maiden  whom  thc^ro  wac  none  to  praiae, 

And  verjr  Tew  to  love. 

WOKDfiWORTH. 

In  the  course  of  their  journey  the  travellers  spoke 
little  to  each  other.  Magdalen  Gneme  chanted,  from 
time  to  time,  in  a  low  voice,  a  part  of  some  one  of 
those  l>eauriful  old  Latin  hymns  which  behmg  to  the 
Catholic  service,  muttered  an -Ave  or  a  Credo,  and  so 
pnfised  on,  lost  in  devotional  rontemnlation.  The 
melitatitms  of  her  grandson  were  more  bent  on  miin  • 
dane  matters:  and  many  a  time,  as  amoorfowl  arose 
fmm  the  heath,  and  shot  along  the  moor,  uttering  his 
liold  crow  of  defiance, "he  thought  of  the  jolly  Anam 
Woodwork,  and  his  tnisty  goss-hawk:  or,   as  they 

fmssed  a  ihirket  where  the  low  trees  and  bushes  were 
ntermingled  with  tall  fern,  furze,  and  broom,  so  as  to 
form  a  thick  and  intricate  cover,  his  dreams  were  of  a 
roebuck  and  a  brace  of  gaze-hounds.  But  frequently 
his  mind  returned  to  the  benevolent  and  kind  niis- 
*  TliP  rompariMon  is  taken  from  «nnie  briutirul  veraes  in  an 
OM  ballad,  entitli'd  Fauw  Fnodraire.  puhliiiiipd  in  the  "  Min- 
•irfNy  (if  the  yc<»tti*h  B«>rdpr."  A  liepoiu^d  (pieen.  to  pre«>rv« 
lier  infant  «on  from  thA  traitor*  who  have  ^lHln  hi*  father,  px- 
chRnpi*!.  him  witn  thf  ^'miilcotfiiprin?  of  a  faithful  friend,  and 
fon^  on  to  direct  the  eduration  of  the  children,  and  the  private 
ficnalx  bjr  which  the  perenta  are  to  he«r  news  each  of  her  own 
•ttipriiif. 

"  And  joa  shall  l«am  mr  ny  voaahawk 

iti<ht  well  to  br«aKt  a  rtteed  ; 
And  lo  will  I  your  turtle  dnw, 

Aa  well  to  write  and  read. 
And  ft  *ha!I  l«im  mr  iray  »om  hawk 

To  wield  holh  bi>w  and  ttrand  1 
And  «u  will  I  your  turlln  dow , 
To  Ja/  gowa  with  her  hnml. 
Ai  kirk  or  market  when  w«  meet, 

We'll  dnre  make  no  avow,  ^    .^^ 

But^  '  Ihime.  how  does  my  w^J  ROM-YtainkV 
liowduwmy«iowr** 


iivss  whom  he  had  left  behind  him,  ofTended  justly 
■nd  unreconciled  by  any  effort  of  his. 

"Mv  step  would  be  fiiditer,"  he  thought,  "andss 
wouki  my  heart,  could  I  but  have  returned  to  see  her 
fbr  one  instant,  and  tu  say,  Lady,  the  orphan  boy  wai 
wild,  but  not  ungrateful  I" 

Travelling  in  these  divera  moods,  alKHit  the  hour  of 
noon  they  reached  a  small  straggling  vdlage,  ia 
which,  as  usual,  were  seen  one  or  two  ol  thuse  predo- 
minating towers,  or  peel-houses,  which,  fornasoosof 
defence  elsewhere  detailed,  were  at  that  time  to  be 
fiHind  in  every  Border  hamlet.  A  brook  flowed  brnda 
Lhti  village,  and  wat«>red  the  valley  in  which  it  stood. 
There  was  also  a  mansion  at  the  end  of  the  villa;.T, 
Qiid  a  iittlo  wav  separatixl  from  it^  much  dilaptdtied, 
and  in  very  baa  order,  but  appearing  to  have  lieen  tb« 
Tibode  of  persons  of  some  consideration.  The  aitut- 
II on  was  agreeable,  being  an  angle  formed  by  uu 
stream,  bearing  three  or  four  larcc  sycaniore^trtt^ 
which  were  in  full  leaf,  and  served  to  relieve  theiiark 
Bl'pcarance  of  the  mansion,  which  was  built  o>'  i 
d(,<i?p-red  stone.  The  house  itself  was  a  large  one,  but 
\\'\i9  now  obviously  too  big  for  the  inmates:  se^erd 
windows  were  built  up,  especially  those  which  opened 
[  n  fm  the  lower  stor>' ;  others  wen*  blockaded  in  ■  k«f 
f-u  listantial  manner.  The  court  before  the  door,  which 
htid  once  been  defended  with  a  spcties  of  l«>w  outer- 
wall,  now  ruinous,  was  paved,  but  the  stones  were 
Lonipletely  covered  with  long  gray  nettles.  thL«ik^ 
niid  other  weeds,  which,  « hooting  up  U-twixt  tbi 
flags,  had  displaced  many  of  them  from  their  lerd. 
Even  matters  demanding  more  peremptor)'  attention 
had  been  left  neglected,  in  a  manner  which  arpued 
sloth  or  poverty,  in  the  extreme.  The  strtam.  uiuitr- 
mining  a  part  of  the  hank  near  an  angle  oi  tlie  rum- 
ous  wall,  had  brought  it  down,  with  a  coriii  r  tumt, 
the  ruins  of  which  lay  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  Tbe 
current,  intermpted  by  the  ruins  which  it  had  over- 
!  liTOwn,  and  turned  yet  nearer  to  the  site  of  the  towtr, 
had  greatly  enlarged  the  breach  it  had  made,  andwu 
in  the  process  of  undermining  the  ground  oii  ^*hKh 
the  house  itself  stood,  unless  it  were  spwdily  pro- 
tected by  sufficient  bulwarks. 

All  this  attracted  Roland  Grrme's  obsen-ation,  ai 
\hi.y  approached  the  dwelling  by  a  wimhng  path, 
which  gave  them,  at  intervals,  a  view  of  it  from  dii- 
ferent  points. 

^'  If  we  go  to  yonder  house,"  he  said  to  his  mother, 
''  I  trust  it  is  but  for  a  short  visit.  It  looks  as  if  two 
rainy  davs  from  the  north-west  would  send  then'bole 
into  the  brook." 

''  Voii  sec  but  with  the  eyes  of  the  body,"  said  the 
oUf  woman ;  "  God  will  defend  his  own,  thou;.'h  it  he 
fc^rBaken  and  dej^ised  of  men.  Better  to  d wtrll  on  the 
^>llld,  under  his  law,  than  fly  to  the  rock  oi  fauoiaa 
(ru.*t." 

As  she  thus  spoke,  they  entered  the  court  before  the 
old  mansion,  and  Roland  could  ol>st-r>'e  that  tlie  froDt 
of  it  had  foriiierlybecn  considerablvornam«nttiiwii^ 
cEirved  work,  in  the  same  dark-coloureil  fri-estotifof 
wfiich  it  was  built.  But  all  these  ornamt  ntb  had 
bi  en  broken  down  and  destroyed,  and  only  the  >faet- 
Tered  vestiges  of  niches  and  entablatures  now  firt'wed 
ffie  place  which  they  had  once  oceiipii-d.  The  larsjif 
rncrance  in  front  was  walk.-d  up,  but  a  little  lootpaih. 
^viiirh,  from  its  appearance,  seemed  to  l*  nnAj 
troddi  n,  Uni  to  a  small  wicket,  defended  by  a  rioor 
wf^ll  clenched  with  iron-headed  nails,  at  whfch  Mac* 
dalen  Gra>nie  knocked  three  times,  pausing  hi  tvixt 
tfurh  knock,  until  she  heard  an  answering  tap  frpn 
within.  At  the  last  knoirk,  the  wicket  w^s  oi<en«drf 
a  pale  thin  female,  who  said,  *'  Benedirti  'pti  uniunl 
in  nomine  iJominiJ*  They  enteretJ,  and  ihei-orttrti 
hastily  shut  behind  them  the  wicket,  and  made  ftft 
ihn  massive  fastenings  by  which  it  was  seciirvd. 

The  female  led  the  way  through  a  narrow enirtncj 
into  a  vestibule  of  some  extent,  paved  with  stone,  and 
having  benches  of  the  same  solid  material  raaod 
arttund.  At  the  upper  end  was  an  oriel  window.  W 
I  vj«\e  o^vW\\ucrvals  fonned  bv  the  stone  sbafif  and 
\  TftxAXwmft >N^\«  Ww?«v«A  >a:^^  w^  \W. the  apart nieni «« 
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sreecing  her  hy  the  title  of  sister,  kined  her,  with 
much  solemnity,  on  either  side  of  the  face. 

"  The  blessing  of  Our  Lady  be  upon  you,  my  sister," 
were  her  next  words;  and  they  left  no  doubt  upon 
Roland's  mind  re£»ecting  the  reunion  of  their  hostess. 
eren  if  he  could  have  suspectea  his  venerable  and 
zealous  £uide  of  resting  elsewhere  than  in  the  habi- 
tation ofan  orthodox  Catholic.  They  spoke  together 
a  few  words  in  private,  during  which  he  had  leisure 
to  remark  more  particularly  the  appearance  of  his 
grandmother's  friend. 

Ilcr  age  mi^ht  be  betwixt  fifty  and  sixty;  her 
looAB  had  a  mixture  of  melancholy  and  unhappinoss, 
that  bordered  on  discontent,  and  obscured  the  re- 
mains of  beauty  which  age  had  still  left  on  her  fea- 
tures. Her  dress  was  of  the  plainest  and  most 
ordinary  description,  of  a  dark  colour,  and,  like  Mag- 


dalcn  Uneme'a,  something  approaching  to  a  rdigious 
habits  Strict  neatness,  and  cleanliness  of  person, 
seemed  to  intimate,  that  if  poor,  she  was  not  reduced 


to  squalid  or  heart-broken  dbtrcss,  and  that  she  was 
still  sufficiently  attached  to  life  to  retain  a  taste  for 
ita  decencies,  if  not  its  elegancies.  Her  manner,  as 
well  as  her  features  and  appearance,  argued  an  origmal 
condition  and  education  far  above  the  meanness  of 
her  present  appearance.  In  short^he  whole  figure 
wassucli  as  to  excite  the  idea,  *' That  female  must 
have  bad  a  history  wortli  knowmg."  While  Roland 
Gcseme  was  making  this  very  reflection^  the  whispers 
of  the  two  females  ceased,  and  the  mistress  of  the 
mansion,  approaching  him,  looked  ou  his  face  and 
person  with  much  attention,  and,  as  it  seem&I,  some 
mterest. 

"  This,  theii,"  she  said,  addressing  his  relative,  *'  is 
the  child  of  thine  unhappy  daughter,  sister  Magdalen ; 
and  him,  the  only  shoot  from  your  ancient  tree,  you 
are  willing  to  devote  to  the  Good  Cause  T    • 

**  Yes,  hy  the  rood,"  answered  Magdalen  Gneme, 
m  her  usual  tone  of  resolved  determination,  "  to  the 
good  cause  I  devote  him,  flesh  and  fell,  sinew  and 
umb,  body  and  soul  I" 

"Thou  art  a  happy  woman,  sister  Magdalen," 
answered  her  companion,  "  that,  hfted  so  high  above 
human  aflection  and  human  feeling,  thou  canst  bind 
such  a  victim  to  the  horns  of  the  altar.  Had  I  been 
ealled  to  make  such  sacrifice— to  plunge  a  youth  so 
young  and  fair  into  the  plots  and  bloodthirsty  deal- 
ings of  the  time,  not  the  patriarch  Abraham,  wtien  he 
led  Isaac  up  the  mountain,  would  have  rendered  more 
melancholy  obedience." 

She  then  continued  to  look  at  Roland  with  a  moum- 
fiil  aspect  of  compassion,  until  the  intentness  of  her 
gaze  occasioned  his  colour  to  rise,  and  he  was  about 
to  move  out  of  its  influence,  when  he  was  stopped  by 
Ins  grandmother  with  one  hand,  while  with  the  other 
the  divided  the  hair  upon  his  forehead,  which  was 
BOW  crimson  with  bashfulness,  while  she  added,  with 
a  mixture  of  proud  affection  and  firm  resoluuon,— 
**  Ay,  look  at  nim  well,  my  sister,  for  on  a  fairer  face 
thine  eye  never  rested.  I  too,  when  first  1  saw  him. 
after  a  long  separation,  felt  as  the  worldly  feel,  and 
was  half  shaken  in  my  purpose.  But  no  wind  can 
tear  a  leaf  from  the  withered  tree  which  has  long 
been  stripped  of  its  foliage,  and  no  mere  human 
casualty  can  awaken  the  mortal  feelings  which  have 
kmg  slept  in  the  calm  of  devotion." 

While  the  old  woman  thus  spoke,  her  manner  gave 
the  he  to  her  assertions,  for  the  tears  rose  to  her  eyes 
while  she  added,  "But  the  fairer  and  the  more  spot- 
lees  the  victim,  is  it  not,  my  sit«ter,  the  more  worthy 
of  acceptance  T'  She  seemed  glad  to  escape  from  the 
sensations  which  agitited  her,  and  instantly  added, 
"  He  will  escape,  my  sister— there  will  be  a  ram  caught 
in  the  thicket,  and  the  hand  of  our  revolted  brethren 
shall  not  be  on  the  youthful  Joseph.  Heaven  can 
defend  its  own  rights,  even  by  means  of  babes  and 
sucklings,  of  women  and  beartdless  boys." 

"  Heaven  hath  left  us."  said  the  other  female :  '*  for 
our  sins  and  our  father  s  the  succours  of  the  blessed 
saints  have  abandoned  this  accursed  land.  We  may 
win  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  but  not  that  of  earthly 
triumph.  One,  too,  whose  prudence  was  at  this  deep 
crisis  so  indispensable,  has  been  called  to  a  better 
World.  The  Abbot  Eusiatius  is  no  more." 
Vol.  m     3  £ 


"May  his  soul  hare  mercy T  said  Magdalen 
Gbieme,  **  and  ma/  Heaven,  too.  have  mercy  upon  us 
who  Unger  behina  m  this  bloody  land!  His  loss  is 
indeed  a  perilous  blow  to  our  enterprise;  for  who  re- 
mains behind  possessing  his  far-fetched  experience, 
his  self-devoted  zeal,  his  consummate  wisdom,  and  his 
undaunted  courage !  He  hath  fallen  with  the  church's 
standard  in  his  hand,  but  God  will  raise  up  another 
to  lift  the  blessed  banner.  Whom  have  the  Chapter 
elected  in  his  room  7" 

*'It  is  rumoured  no  one  of  the  few  remaining 
brethren  dare  accept  the  of&ce.  The  heretics  have 
sworn  that  they  will  permit  no  future  election,  and 
will  heavily  punish  any  attempt  to  create  a  new. 
Abbot  of  Saint  Mary|s.  Conjuravcrunt  inUr  »<  prii^ 
cfpM,  dicentes^  Projiciamus  la^coa ejus" 

".QuouJTue,  Domine, "'—eihcuhited  Magdalen: 
"  this,  my  sister,  were  indeed  a  perilous  and  fatal 
breach  in  pur  band ;  but  I  am  finn  in  my  belief^  that 
another  will  arise  in  the  place  of  him  so  untunely 
removed.— Where  is  thy  (^ughter  Catherine?" 

"In  the  parlour,"  answead  the  matron,  "but" — >• 
She  looked  at  Rolnnd  Gneme,  and  muttered  some- 
thing in  the  ear  of  her  friend. 

"Fear  it  not."  answered  Magdalen  GnemeL  "it  is 
both  lawful  and  necessary— fear  nothing  from  him— I 
would  he  were  as  well  grounded  in  the  faith  by  which 
alone  comes  safety,  as  he  is  free  from  thought,  deed, 
or  speech  of  villany.  Therein  is  the  hereuca*  disci- 
pline to  be  commended,  ipy  sister,  that  they  train  up 
their  youth  in  strong  morahty,  and  choke  up  every 
inlet  to  youthful  folly/' 

"  It  is  but  a  cleansing  of  the  outside  of  the  cup," 
answered  her  friend,  "a  whitening  of  the  sepulchre ; 
but  he  shall  see  Catharine,  since  vou,  sister,  judge  it 
safe  and  meet.— Follow  us,  youth,"  she  added,  and 
led  the  way  from  the  apartment  with  her  friend. 
These  were  the  only  words  which  the  matron  had 
addressed  to  Roland  Graeme,  who  obeyed  them  in  si- 
lence. As  they  paced  through  several  winding  pas- 
sages and  waste  apartments  with  a  very  slow  step,  the 
young  page  had  leisure  to  make  some  reflections  on 
his  situation,— reflections  of  a  nature  which  his  ar- 
dent temper  considered  as  specially  disagreeable.  It 
seemed  he  had  now  got  two  mistresses,  or  tutorcssesL 
instead  of  one,  both  elderly  women,,  and  both,  it 
would  seem,  in  league  to  direct  his  motions  according 
to  their  own  pleasure,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of 
plans  to  which  he  was  no  party.  This,  he  thought, 
was  too  much ;  arguing,  reasonably  enough,  that 
whatever  right  his  grandmother  and  benefactress 
had  to  guide  his  motions,  she  was  neither  entitled  to 
transfer  her  authority,  or  to  divide  it  with  another, 
who  seemed  to' assume,  without  ceremony,  the  same 
tone  of  absolute  command  over  him. 

"But  it  shall  not  Igng  continue  thiis,"  thought 
Roland;  "  I  will  not  be  m  my  life  the  slave  of  a  wo- 
man's whistle,  to  go  when  she  bids,  and  come  when 
she  calls.  No,  by  Saint  Andrew !  the  hand  that  can 
hold  the  lance  is  above  tiie  control  of  the  distaE  I 
will  leave  them  the  slipped  collar  in  their  hands  on  the 
first  opportunity,  and  let  tiiem  execute  th«ir  own 
devices  oy  their  own  proper  force.  It  mav  save  them 
both  from  peril,  for  I  guess  what  they  meditate  is  not 
likely  to  prove  either  safe  or  easy— the  Earl  of  Murray 
and  his  heresy  are  too  well  rooted  to  be  grubbed  up 
by  two  old  women." 

As  he  thus  resolved,  they  entered  a  low  room,  in 
which  a  third  female  was  seated.  This  apartment 
was  the  first  he  had  observed  in  the  mansion  which 
was  furnished  with  moveable  seats,  and  with  a  wooden 
table,  over  which  was  laid  a  piece  of  tapestry.  A  car- 
pet was  spread  on  the  door,  there  was  a  ^rate  in  the 
chimney,  and.  in  briefl  the  apartment  had  the  air  of 
being  habitable  and  inhabited. 

But  Roland's  eyes  found  better  employment  than 
to  make  observations  on  the  accommodations  of  (ho 
chamber  t  for  this  second  female  inhabitant  of  the 
mansion  seemed  something  very  different  from  anv 
thing  he  had  yet  seen  there.  At  his  first  entry,  sh^ 
had  jgreeted  with  a  silent  and  low  obeisance  the  twu 
ageomatrons,  then  glancing  her  eyes  towards  Roland, 
she  adjusted  a  veil  which  hung  back  over  her  should 
dcra,  so  as  to  bring  it  over  her  face ;  an  operatioa 
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which  sh^  performed  with  much  modesty,  bujt  with- 
out either  mfected  haste  or  embarrassed  timidity. 

During  this  manopurre.  Roland  had  time  to  observe 
that  the  face  was  that  or  a  girl  apparently  not  much 
past  sixteen,  and  that  the  ey^s  were  at  once  soft  and 
brilliant.  To  these  very  favourable  observations  was 
added  the  certainty,  that  the  fair  object  to  whom  they 
referred  possessed  an  excellent  shape,  bordering  per- 
haps on  embonpoint,  and  therefore  rather  that  of  a 
Hebe  than  of  a  Sylph,  but  beautifully  formed,  and 
shown  10  great  advantage  by  the  close  jacket  ana  pet- 
ticoat which  she  wore  after  a  foreign  fashion,  the 
last  not  quite  long  enough  absolutely  to  conceal  a 
v.'Tf  pretty  foot,  which  rested  on  a  bar  of  the  table  at 
which  she  sate ;  her  round  arms  and  taper  fingers 
very  busily  employed  in  repairing  the  piece  of  tapestry 
which  was  spread  on  it,  which  exhibited  severjd 
deplorable  fissures,  enough  to  demand  the  utmost 
skill  of  the  most  expert  seamstress. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  it  was  by  stolen  glances 
that  Roland  Gnemc  contrived  to  ascertain  these 
interesting  particulars ;  and  he  thought  he  could  once 
of  twice,  notwithstanding  the  texture  of  the  veil, 
detect  the  damsel  in  the  act  of  taking  similar  cogni- 
zance of  his  own  nerson.  Tlie  matrons  in  the  mean 
while  continued  tneir  separate  conversation,  eyeing 
from  time  to  time  the  young  people,  in  a  manner 
which  left  Roland  in  no  doubt  that  they  were  the  sub- 
ject of  their  convcr?alion.  At  length  he  distinctly 
heard  Magdalen  Orjpme  say  these  words—"  Nay,  my 
sister,  we  must  give  them  opportunity  to  speak  toge- 
ther, and  to  become  acquamted;  they  must  be  per- 
sonally known  to  each  other_,  or  how  shall  they  be 
able  to  execute  what  they  are  intrusted  with  ?'* 

It  seemed  as  if  the  matron,  not  fully  satisfied  with 
her  friend's  reasoning  continued  to  offer  some  objec- 
tions ;  but  they  were  oorne  down  by  her  more  dicta- 
torial friend. 

"It  must  be  so,"  she  said,  "my  dear  sister;  let  us 
therefore  go  forth  on  the  baJconv,  to  finish  our  con- 
versation.—And  do  vou,"  she  aoded,  addressing  Ro- 
land and  the  girl,  ''  become  acquainted  with  each 
other." 

With  this  she  stepped  up  to  the  young  woman,  and 
raising  her  veil,  discovered  features  which,  whatever 
n^iffht  DC  their  ordinary  complexion,  were  now  covered 
with  a  universal  blush. 

"fjicitumsit"  said  Magdalen,  looking  at  the  other 
matron. 

"  Vix  licitum"  replied  the  other,  with  reluctant 
and  hesitating  acquiescence  j  and  again  adjusting  the 
veil  of  the  blushing  girl,  she  dropped  it  so  as  to  shade, 
thoueh  not  to  conceal,  her  countenance,  and  whis- 
pered to  her,  in  a  tone  loud  enough  for  the  page  to  hear. 

Remember,  Catherine,  who  tnou  art,  and  for  what 
destmed." 

The  matron  then  retreated  with  Magdalen  Grsme 
through  one  of  the  casements  of  the  apartment,  that 
opened  on  a  large  broad  balcony,  which,  with  its  non- 
derous  balustrade,  had  once  run  along  the  wnole 
south  front  of  the  building  which  faced  the  brook, 
and  formed  a  pleasant  and  commodious  walk  in  the 
open  an*.  It  was  now  in  some  places  deprived  of  the 
balustrade,  in  others  broken  and  narrowed ;  but, 
ruinous  as  it  was,  could  still  be  used  as  a  pleasant 
promenade.  Here  then  walked  the  two  ancient  dames, 
busied  in  their  private  conversation;  vet  not  so  much 
so,  but  that  Roland  could  observe  the  matrons,  as 
their  thin  forms  darkened  the  casement  in  passing  or 
repassing  before  it,  dart  a  glance  into  the  apartment, 
to  see  how  matters  were  going  on  there. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Lifts  t\KVt\  its  Majr,  and  it  ii  mirthAil  then  t 

Tlio  woodf  are  voml,  acd  tlM  flowera  all  odogr ; 

lU  very  bla«t  hu  mirth  in't-and  tho  maidens. 

The  while  they  don  their  clonks  to  skreeo  tlioir  kirtlea, 

Liuigli  at  the  rain  that  wets  them. 

OUFCar. 

CATmaims  was  at  the  happy  age  of  innocence 
and  buoyancy  of  spirit,  when,  after  the  first  moment 
of  embarrassment  was  over,  a  situation  of  awkward- 
Host  like  that  in  which  she  was  suddenly  left  to  make 


acnuaintaQce  with  a  handsome  yquth)  not  even  known 
to  her  by  name,  struck  hft,  in  spite  of  herseft  xa  tt 
ludicrous  point  of  view.  She  bent  her  beantifiil  e^es 
upon  the  work  with  which  she  was  busied,  and  with 
infinite  gravity  sate  out  the  two  first  turns  of  the  ma- 
trons upon  the  balcony;  but  then  glancing  her  deep 
blue  eye  a  little  towards  Roland,  and  obserx-ing  the 
embarrassment  under  which  he  laboured,  now  shift- 
ing on  his  chair,  and  now  dangling  his  cap,  the  whole 
man  evincing  that  he  was  perfectly  at  a  loss  how  ta 
oppu  thf  r-^v-cni^n,  ^hr  r-i -V  ^-ep  her  composyro 
no  Ion;?!  j,Lu[.ji^UT  ^\:i:u.-  okeoutintoa  Mn» 

cerr,  t  hou^h  n  ven  invnlisii  laughing,  so  richly 

ac^iitnpnnifMlby  the  loiitfiT  :  nerry  eyeSj  which 
aciiinJlv  uUuced  rbrorif^h  ihr  ttjkm  \v  hich  the  effort  fiH- 
ed  rln  [II  with,  and  by  the  waving  of  her  rich  tresses, 
that  lilt  godciens  of  smile*  herself  iscver  looked  more 
lovely  than  Cntht^rine  nt  that  mi>Fn'?nt.  A  court  page 
wouEd  not  hnye  kft  her  long  nloru  in  her  mirth ;  but 
Rriland  was  ccnintr^-bTt?H,  nnd,  h  Mdes,  having  some 
ieulii^ipj',  OS  vrrW  ag  bDahfulm?!-,  h^  took  it  mto  h!s 
ncnd  til  at  he  wns  liin>splf  the  of  :■  ct  of  her  inextin- 
giii!ihnhlr^  tnuj^hifr.  His  Htri*'?ivii[rs  to  sympathize 
WL'h  Cnthcrinp,  thfteforr,  roulrl  i  JiTyhim  no  farther 
thnri  H  furcf  ri  pij^sle,  which  hmi  injre  of  displeasure 
thiin  Lif  mirrb  in  it,  nmJ  >vhieh  so  much  enhanced  that 
of  (he  giflj  tlrf(t  it  pwmcd  lo  render  it  impossible  for 
h(  r  tvrj  to  brmg  htr  lotjshter  to  on  end,  with  what- 
ever anxious  pains  she  labourptl  to  do  so.  For  every 
oiiy  has  Tell  tnni  when  a  ptir^myitm  of  laughter  has 
sei^r.t  liim,  nt  ti  mbffFroTrV--  '-^Te  and  place,  the 
effons  which  he  makes  tj  ;lj.;.il^j  it,  nay,  the  very 
sense  of  the  impropriety  of  giving  way  to  it,  tend  only 
to  augment  and  prolong  the  irresistible  impulse. 

It  was  undoubtedly  lucky  for  CatherinCi  as  well  as 
for  Roland,  that  the  latter  did  not  share  in  the  excess- 
ive mirth  of  the  former.  For,  seated  as  she  was  with 
her  back  to  the  casement,  Catherine  could  easily 
escape  the  observation  of  the  two  matrons  during  tho 
course  of  their  promenade ;  whereas  Graeme  was  so 
placed,  with  his  side  to  the  window,  that  his  mirth, 
had  he  shared  that  of  his  companion,  would  have 
been  instantly  visible,  and  could  not  have  failed  to 
give  oflence  to  the  personages  in  question.  He  sateu 
however,  with  some  impatience,  until  Catherine  had 
exhausted  either  her  jwwer  or  her  desire  of  laughing, 
and  was  returning  with  good  grace  to  the  exercise  of 
her  needle,  and  then  he  observed  with  some  dn^ness. 
that  "  there  seemed  no  great  occasion  to  recommend 
to  them  to  improve  their  aoouaintance,  as  it  seemed 
that  they  were  already  tolerably  familiar." 

Catherine  had  an  extreme  desire  to  set  oflT  upon  a 
fresh  score,  but  she  repressed  it  strongly,  and  fixing 
her  eyes  on  her  work,  replied  by  asking  his  pardon, 
and  promising  to  avoid  future  otience. 

Roland  had  tense  enough  to  feel,  that  an  air  of 
offended  dignity  was  very  much  misplaced,  and  that 
it  was  with  a  very  different  bearing  he  ought  to  meet 
the  deep  blue  eyes  which  had  borne  such  a  hearty 
burden  m  the  laughing  scene.  He  tried,  therefore,  to 
extricate  himself  as  well  as  he  could  fi-om  his  blunder, 
by  assuming  a  tone  of  corresponding  gayety,  and  re- 
questing to  know  of  the  nymph,  "how  it  was  her 
pleasure  that  they  should  proceed  in  improvmg  the 
acquaintance  whidi  had  commenced  so  merray." 

"That,"  she  said,  **you  must  vourself  discover; 
perhaps  I  have  gone  a  step  too  far  in  opening  our 

"  Suppose,"  said  Roland  Qreeme,  '*  we  should  begin 
as  in  a  tale-book,  by  asking  each  other's  names  and 

"It  is  right  well  imagined,"  said  Catherine.  **  and' 
shows  an  argute  judgment.  Db  you  begin,  and  I  will 
listen,  and  only  put  m  a  question  or  two  at  the  dark 

Earts  of  the  story.  Come,  unfold  then  your  name  and 
istory,  my  new  acquaintance." 

"I  am  called  Roland  Gneme,  and  that  tall  oM  wo- 
ixyan  is  my  grandmother." 

"And  your  tutoress?— Good.  Who  are  your  pa- 
rents r* 

"They  are  both  dead,**  replied  Ro%nd. 

"  Ay.  but  who  were  they  1  You  had  parentSi  I  pre* 
BumeT'  * 

"I  suppose  80|"  said  Roland,^ hti^Inaye  neveg^ 
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been  Me  to  learn  much  of  their  history;  Mv  father 
wms  a  Scottish  knight,  who  died  giillantly  m  his  stir- 
rup»— my  mother  was  a  GnEme  of  Heathergill  in 
die  Debateable  Land— most  of  her  family  were  killed 
witon  the  Debateable  coontry  was  bumea  by  the  Lord 


page. 

*That  must  be  a  great  while  since,**  saH  she, 
•baking  her  head  gravely ;  **  look  you,  I  cannot  weep 
lor  them." 

"It  needs  not,"  said  the  youth,  **theY  fd\  with 
kenour.** 

••  So  much  for  your  lineage,  fah  sir,"  replied  his 
eompanion,  "of  whom  I  like  the  living  specimen" 
(a  glance  at  the  casement)  **  far  less  than  those  that 
tre  <|ead.  Your  much  honoured  grandmother  looks 
•»  if  she  oould  make  one  weep  in  sad  earnest  And 
now,  fair  sir,  for  your  own  person— if  you  tell  not  the 
tide  iaster,  it  will  be  cut  short  in  the  middle:  Mother 
Briiget  pauses  longer  and  longer  every  thne  she  passes 
the  window,  and  with  her  there  is  as  little  mirth  as 
in  the  grave  of  your  ancestors." 

••  My  tale  is  soon  tdd— I  was  introduced  into  the 
Cbatie  of  A  venel  to  bepage  to  the  lady  of  the  mansion." 

"She  is  a  strict  Huguenot,  is  she notT*  said  the 
■Mtiden. 

"As  strict  as  Calvin  himself.  But  mv  grandmo- 
ther can  play  the  puritan  when  it  suits  ner  purpose, 
and  she  had  some  plan  of  her  own  for  quartering  me 
m  the  castle— it  would  haVe  failed,  however  after  we 
hitd  remained  several  weeks  at  the  hamlet,  but  for  an 
^expected  master  of  ceremonies" 

*  And  who  was  that  ?"  said  the  girl. 

•A  large  black  dog,  Wolf  by  name,  who  brought 
me  into  the  castle  one  day  in  his  mouth,  like  a  hurt 
wild-duck,  and  presented  me  to  the  lady. 

"A  most  respectable  introduction,  tmhr^"  said 
Catherme ;  **  and  what  might  you  learn  at  tnte  same 
eaetle?  I  love  dearlv  to  know  what  my  acquaint- 
•nees  can  do  at  need. 

"To  fly  a  hawk,  halloo  to  a  hound,  back  ahorse, 
tnd  wield  lance,  bow,  and  brand." 

"And  to  boast  of  aJl  this  when  you  have  learned 
it,"  said  Catherine,  "which,  in  Franco  at  least,  is  the 
iuroei  accompUshment  of  a  page.  But  proceed,  fair 
sir ;  how  came  your  Huguenot  lord  and  your  no  less 
Hiwuenot  lady  fo  receive  and  keep  in  the  family  so 
peruoos  a  person  as  a  Catholic  page?" 

"  Became  they  knew  not  that  part  of  my  hiatory , 
which  from  infancy  I  had  been  tauj^ht  to  keep  secret 
—end  because  my  grana-dame's  former  zealous  at- 
tendance on  their  heretic  chnplain,  had  laid  all  this 
sospickm  to  sleep,  m'^st  fair  CaNipoIis,"  said  the 
page;  and  in  so  saying,  he  edged  bis  chair  towards 
the  seat  of  the  fair  qoenst. 

•*  Nay,  but  keep  your  distance,  most  gallant  sir." 
intwered  the  blue-eyed  maiden,  '*  for,  unless  I  greatly 
nuBtake,  these  reverend  ladies  will  soon  interrupt  our 
amicable  conference,  if  the  accrnaintanco  they  recom- 
mend  shall  seeih  to  proceed  beyond  a  certain  point 
—so,  fair  sir,  be  pleased  to  abide  ov  your  station,  and 
fBply  to  my  questions.— By  what  achievements  did  you 
prove  the  qualities  of  a  page,  which  you  had  thus  bap- 
pihr  acquired?" 

Roland,  who  began  to  enter  into  the  tone  and  ^i- 
rit  of  the  damsels  conversation,  rephed  to  her  with 
becoming  spirit. 

^  In  no  leat,  fair  gentlewoman,  ^s  I  found  inex- 
pert,wherein  there  was  mischief  implied.  I  shots  wana, 
htratod  cats,  frightened  serving-women,  chased  the 
deei;  and  robbed  the  orchard.  I  say  nothing  of  tor- 
nendoi;  the  chaplain  in  various  ways,  for  that  was 
ay  duty  as  a  sood  Catholic." 

"Now,  as  I  am  a  jgentlewoman,"  sakl  Catiierine, 
"I  think  theee  heretics  have  done  Catholic  penance 
fai  entertaining  so  all-accomplished  a  servmg-man ! 
And  ^at.  fau*  sir,  might  have  been  the  unhappy 
efent  which  deprived  them  of  an  inmate  ahogether  so 
mmnbleV* 

"Traly,  fiur  gentlewoman,"  anaweied  the  youth, 
^yoor  real  proverb  says  that  the  longest  lane  will 
wve  a  turning,  and  mine  was  more— it  was  in  fine  a 
UminffoS:" 


"  Good  V*  said  the  merry  young  maiden,  **  it  is  an 
apt  pUy  on  the  word.— And  what  occasion  was  takert 
for  so  important  a  catastrophe?— Nn/,  start  not  for 
mv  learning,  I  do  know  the  schools— m  plain  phraisei 
why  were  you  sent  from  service  ?" 

The  page  shrugged  his  shoulders  while  he  replied, 
— "  A  roort  tale  is  soon  heard— and  a  short  horse  soon 
curried.  I  made  the  falconer's  boy  taste  of  my  switoll 
—the  falcone*-  threatened  to  make  me  brook  his  rudgd* 
—he  is  a  kindly  clown  as  well  as  a  stout,  and  1  would 
rather  have  been  cudgelled  by  him  than  any  man  in 
Christendom  to  choose— but  I  knew  not  his  qualities 
at  that  time— so  I  threatened  to  make  him  brook  the 
stab,  and  my  Lady  made  me  brook  the  '  Begone ;'  so 
adieu  to  the  page's  office  and  the  fair  Castle  of  AveneL 
—I  had  not  travelled  far  before  I  met  my  venerable 
parent— And  so  tell  your  tale,  fair  gentlewoman,  for 
mine  is  done." 

"  A  happy  grandmother,"  said  the  maiden,  "  who 
had  the  luck  to  find  the  stray  page  just  when  his 
mistress  had  slipped  his  leash,  and  a  most  lucky  page 
that  has  jumped  at  once  from  a  page  to  an  old  lady*! 
gentleman-usher  !'* 

"^11  this  is  nothing  of  your  history/*  answered 
Roland  Gneme,  who  oe^n  to  be  much  m  teres  ted  in 
the  congenial  vivacity  of^his  facetious  young  f^ntie* 
woman^— "  tale  for  tale  is  fellow-traveller's  justice." 

"Wait  till  we  are  fellow-travellers,  then,"  replied 
Catharine. 

"Nay.  you  escape  me  not  so,"  sakl  the  page;  "if 
yon  deal  not  iustly  by  me,  I  will  caU  out  to  Dame 
Bridget,  or  whatever  your  dame  be  called,  and  pro- 
claim yon  for  a  cheat" 

"  You  shall  not  need,"  answered  the  maiden—"  m^ 
history  is  the  counterpart  of  your  own ;  the  same 
words  might  almost  serve,  change  but  dress  and  name^ 
I  am  called  Catharine  Seyton,  and  I  also  am  aa 
orphan." 

^  Have  your  parents  been  lonff  dead  V* 

"That  IS  the  only  Question/'  said  she^  throwing 
down  her  fine  eyes  with  a  sudden  expression  of  sor^ 
row,—"  that  is  the  only  question  I  cannot  laugh  at." 

"And  Dame  Bridget  is  your  grandmother?" 

The  sudden  cloud  passed  away  Hke  that  which 
crosses  for  an  instant  the  summer  sun,  and  she  an* 
swered,  with  her  usual  lively  expression,  "  Worse  by 
twenty  degrees— Dame  Bridget  is  my  maiden  aunt." 

**Over  gods  forebode !"  said  Roland— "Alas !  that 
you  have  such  a  tale  to  teU !  And  what  horror  comet 
next?" 

"Your  own  history,  exactly.  I  was  taken  upon 
trial  for  service*' 

"And  turned  off  for  pinching  the  diienna,  or  alTrontp 
ing  my  lady's  waiting-woman  ?" 

^*  Nay,  our  history  varies  there,"  said  the  damsel— 
"Our  mistress  broke  up  house,  or  had  her  house  broke 
up,  which  is  the  same  thing;  and  I  am  a  free  woman 
of  the  forest" 

"  And  I  am  as  glad  of  it  as  if  any  one  had  lined  my 
doublet  with  cloth  of  gold,"  saW  the  youth. 

"I  thank  you  for  the  mirth,"  said  she,  "but  the 
matter  is  not  likely  to  concern  you." 

"Nay,  but  go  on,"  said  the  page,  "for  yon  will  be 
presently  interrupted ;  the  two  good  dames  have  been 
soaring  yonder  on  the  balconv,  like  two  old  hooded 
crows,  and  their  croak  grows  hoarser  as  ni^t  comes 
on ;  they  wi|^  wing  to  roost  presently.— This  miatrcsa 
of  yours,  fair  gentlewoman,  who  was  she,  in  uod'a 
name?" 

"O,  she  has  a  fair  name  in  the  world,"  replied 
Catherine  Seyton.  "Pew  ladies  kept  a  fairer  housoi 
or  held  more  gentlewomen  in  her  household;  my 
aunt  Bridget  was  one  of  her  housekeepers.  We  never 
saw  our  mistress's  blessed  face,  to  be  sure,  but  w^ 
heard  enough  of  her ;  were  up  early  and  down  late^ 
and  were  kept  to  bng  prayers  and  light  food." 

"Out  upon  the  penurious  old  beldam!"  said  the 
pajie. 

*'  For  Heaven's  sake,  blaspheme  not  f '  said  the  ghi 
with  an  expression  of  fear,—"  God  pardon  us  both  I 
I  meant  no  harm.  I  speak  of  our  blessed  Saint  Cath^ 
rine  of  Sienna !— may  God  forgive  me  that  I  spoke  su 
lightly,  and  made  you  do  a  great  sin  and  a  great  bla** 
pnemy  I   This  was  her  nunnery,  in  which  liera  wen 


12 


THE  ABBOt. 


[Chap.  XII. 


twelve  nupa  and  an  abbess.  My  aunt  was  the  abbess, 
lill  tho  heretics  turned  all  adrift." 

And  where  are  your  companions!"  asked  the 
youth. 

'*  With  the  last  year's  snow,*'  answered  tlie  maid- 
en ;  "  east,  north,  south,  and  west— some  to  France 
•OHIO  to  Flanders,  some,  I  fear,  into  the  world  and  its 
pleasures.  We  have  got  permission  to  rt^main,  or 
rather  our  remaining  has  oeen  connived  at,  for  my 

eunt  has  great  relations  araons  the  Kerrs,  and  they 
ave  threatened  a  death-feud  if  any  one  touches  us; 
and  bow  and  spear  are  the  best  warrants  in  these 
times." 

"  Nay.  then,  you  sit  under  a  sure  shadow,"  said  the 
youth ;  and  I  suppose  you  wept  vourself  blind  when 
Saint  Catherine  broke  up  housekeeping  before  you 
bad  taken  arles*  in  her  service?" 

''Hush I  for  Heaven's  sake,"  said  the  damsel, 
crossing  herself,  *'  no  more  of  that !  But  I  have  not 

Suite  cried  my  eyes  out,"  said  she,  turning  them  upon 
im,  and  insuntly  again  bending  them  upon  ner 
work.  It  was  one  ot  those  glances  which  would 
require  the  threefold  plate  of  brass  around  the  heart, 

Sore  thui't  it  is  needed  by  the  mariners,  to  whom 
orace  recommends  it.  Our  youthfid  page  had  no 
defence  whatever  to  ofler.'* 

"What  say  you,  Catherine,"  he  said,  "if  we  two, 
thus  strangely  turned  out  of  service  at  the  same  time, 
yhonld  give  our  two  moat  venerable  duennas  the  torch 
to  hpld,  while  we  walk  a  merry  measure  with  each 
Other  over  the  floor  of  this  weary  world  ?" 

"  A  goodly  proposal,  truly,"  said  Catherine.  "  and 
worthy  the  madcap  brain  of  a  discarded  page )— And 
what  shifts  does  your  worship  propose  we  should  live 
by  7— by  singing  ballads,  cutting  purses,  or  swagger- 
ing on  the  highway  1,  for  there,  I  think,  you  would 
find  your  most  productive  exchequer." 

"  Choose,  you  proud  peat  i"  said  the  paga  drawing 
off  in  hujB^e  disdain  at  the  calm  and  unembarrassed 
ridicule  with  which  his  wild  proposal  was  received. 
And  as  he  spoke  the  words,  the  casement  was  again 
darkened  by  the  forms  of  the  matrons— it  opened,  and 
admitted  Magdalen  Grsme  and  the  Mother  Abbess, 
•0  we  must  now  style  her,  into  the  apartment. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

Naf ,  hear  me,  brot)ier-4  bib  elder,  wiwr, 
I  And  holier  than  tho*.    And  ofB,  sod  wk 

And  holineM^  have  pereinptor/  olaiBM, 
And  will  be  litteo'd  to. 

0»Pta9, 

Whsti  the  matrons  re-entered,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  conversation  which  we  have  detailed  in  the  last 
chapter.  Dame  Magdalen  Gr«me  thus  addressed  ner 
grandson  and  his  pretty  companion:  "Have  you 
apoke  together,  my  children  ?— Have  you  become 
known  to  each  other  as  fellow-travellers  on  the  same 
dark  and  dubious  road,  whom  chance  hath  brought 
togethei,  and  who  study  to  learn  the  tempers  and 
dispositions  of  those  by  whom  their  perils  are  to  be 
•hared?" 

It  was  seldom  the  light-hearted  Catherine  could 
suppress  a  jest,  so  that  she  oAen  spoke  when  she 
womd  have  acted  more  widely  in  holcung  her  peace. 

"  lour  grandson  admires  the  journey  which  you  pro- 

g)se  so  very  greatly,  that  he  was  even  now  preparing 
r  setting  out  upon  it  instantly." 
"  This  IS  to  be  too  ibrward,  Roland,"  said  the  dame, 
addressing  him,  "  as  yesterday  you  were  over  slack— 
*he  just  mean  bee  in  obedience,  which  both  waits  for 
the  signal  to  start,  and  obeys  it  when  given.— But 
once  again,  my  chddren,  have  you  so  perused  each 
other's  countendnoes,  that  when  you  meet,  in  what- 
ever  disgtuse  the  times  may  impose  upon  you,  you 
may  recognise  each  in  the  other  the  secret  agent  of 
the  mighty  work  in  which  you  are  to  be  leagued  ?— 
■  joqk  at  each  other,  know  each  line  and  lineament  of 
Mch  other's  countenance.  Learn  to  distinguish  by 
the  step,  by  the  sound  of  the  voice,  by  the  motion  of 
(he  hand,  by  the  glance  of  the  eye,  the  parmer  whom 
Uaovea  hath  sent  to  aid  m  wonung  its  will.— Wilt 
♦  ^RfttM—lkm^-iiMuie/. 


thou  know  that  maiden,  wHsnfoerer  or  wbereaoevar 
you  shall  again  meet  her  my  Roland  Greme  ?" 
^  As  readily  as  truly  dkl  Roland  answer  in  the  afliniiai- 
tive.    "And  thou,  my  daijghter,  wilt  thou  again  r^ 
member  the  features  of  this  youth  1" 

"  Truly,  mother,"  repiiea  Catheritie  Seyton,  "  I 
have  not  seen  so  many  men  of  late,  that  I  should 
immediately  forget  your  f^andson,,  though  1  mark 
not  much  about  nim  that  la  deoerving  of  spedal  to«> 
membra  nee." 

"  Join  handfl^  then,  my  children,"  said  Magdalen 
Gneme ;  but,  in  saying  so,  was  interrupted  oy  hcv 
companion^  whose  conventual  prejudices  had  been 
gradually  giving  her  more  and  more  uneasiness,  and 
who  coimT remain  acquiescent  no  longer. 

"Nay,  my  good  sister,  you  forget."  said  she  ta 
Magdalen,  ''^Catherine  is  the  betrothed  bride  o£  Hetif 
v^— ihese  intimacies  cannot  be." 

"  It  is  in  the  cause  of  Heaven  that  I  command  them 
to  embrace,"  said  Magdalen,  with  the  full  force  of  hor 
powerful  voice ;  "  the  end,  aister,  sanctifies  the  meaxM 
we  must  use." 

"They  call  me  Lady  Abbess,  or  Mother  at  the 
least,  who  address  me,'  said  Dame  Bridget,  drawing 
herself  up,  as  if  offended  at  her  frijend's  authoritative 
manner—"  the  Lady  of  Heathergill  forgets  that  aim 
speaks  to  the  Abbess  of  Saint  Catherine?' 

"  W*hen  I  was  what  you  call  me,"  said  MagdaJeiif 
"you  indeed  were  the  Abbess  of  Saint  Cathtrinei 
but  both  names  are  now  gone,  with  all  the  rank  that 
(he  world  and  that  the  church  gave  to  them  ;  and  wa 
are  now,  to  the  eye  of  human  judgment,  two  poor. 
despised,  oppressed  women,  dragging  our  dishonoured 
old  age  to  an  humble  grave.  Biit  what  are  we  in  the 
eye  of  Heaven  7— Ministers,  sent  forth  to  work  Hi« 
will,— in  whose  weakness  the  strength  of  the  church 
shall  be  manifested— before  whom  shall  be  humbled 
the  wisdom  of  Murray,  and  the  dark  strength  of  Mon> 
ton.— And  to  such  wouldst  thou  apply  the  narrow 
rules  of  thy  cloistered  seclusion  7— or,  hast  thou  foiv 
gotten  the  order  which  I  ahowed  thee  from  thy  Supo- 
nor,  subjecting  thee  to  me  in  these  matters  T 

"  On  thy  head,  then,  be  the  scandal  and  the  ■in,'' 
said  the  Abbess,  sullenly. 

"  On  mine  be  they  both."  sak]  Magdalen.  "  I  say* 
embrace  each  other,  my  children." 

But  Catherine,  aware,  perhapa,  how  the  dispute 
was  likely  to  terminate,  had  escaped  from  the  apart^ 
ment,  and  so  disappomted  the  grandson,  at  leaat  aB 
much  as  the  old  matron. 

"  She  is  gone,"  saki  the  Abbesa,  "  to  provide  some 
little  refreshment  But  it  will  have  little, savour  ta 
those  who  dwell  in  the  world ;  for  I,  at  least,  cannot 
dispense  with  the  rules  to  which  I  am  vowed,  becauao 
it  is  the  will  of  wicked  men  to  break  down  the  soxie- 
tuaiy  in  which  they  were  wont  to  be  observeo." 

"  It  is  w^  my  sister,"  replied  Magdaien,  "  to  pay 
each  even  the  smallest  tithes  of  mint  and  cumta 
which  the  church  demands,  and  I  blame  not  thy 
scrupulous  observance  of  the.  ruletf  of  thine  ordei; 
But  they  were  established  by  the  church,  snd  for  tho. 
church's  benefit:  and  reason  it  is  that  they  should 
give  way  when  the  salvation  of  the  church  heraelf  ia 
at  stake." 

The  Abbess  made  no  reply. 

One  more  acquainted  with  human  nature  than  tl^ 
inexperienced  page,  might  have  found  amusement  in 
comparing  the  dimirent  kinds  of  fanaticism  VfhicD 
these  two  females  exhibited.  The  Abbess— ^baiid 
narrow-minded,  and  discontented,  clung  to  ancieul 
usages  and  pretensions  which  were  ended  by  taa 
Reformation,  and  was  in  adversity,  as  she  hadTbeea 
m  prosperity,  scrupulous,  weak-spmted,  and  iNgot^di 
while  the  fiery  and  more  lofty  spirit  of  her  companion 
sugjgested  a  wider  field, of  efifort,  and  would  not,ba 
Umited  by  ordinary  rules  in  the  extraordinary  acbemaa 
which  were  suggested  by  her  bold  and  irrc^ar  im^r 
gihation.  But  Roland  Greme.  instead  of  tracing  theaa 
peculiarities  of  character  in  the  two  old  dames^  only 
waited  with  great  anxiety  for  the  leUim  of  Catherine^ 
exoecting  probably  that  the  proposal  of  the  £tatar> 
nal  embrace  would  be  renewed,  as  his  grandmottMt 
seemed  disposed  to  carry  matters  with  a  high  handT 

His  expectatioiui,  or  hopes,  if  we  may  caj^tMn^  m 
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were,  howeTer,  disappointed  t  for,  when  Catherine 
le-eiitefvd  on  the  sunimona  of  the  Abbess,  and  placed 
OB  the  table  an  earthen  pitcher  of  wattr,  and  four 
wooden  platters,  with  cups  of  the  same  materials,  the 
Dame  of  Heathervill,  satnfied  with  the  arbitrary  mode 
in  which  she  baa  borne  down  the  opposition  of  the 
Abbess,  purausd  her  victory  no  fiuriher— a  moderatioD 
for  which  her  grandson,  in  his  heart,  returned  her  but 
slender  thanks. 

In  the  mean  while,  Catherine  continued  to  place 
■pon  the  table  the  slender  preparations  for  the  meal 
of  a  recluse,  which  consisted  ahnost  entirely  of  cole- 
wort,  boiled,  and  served  up  in  a  wooden  platter,  hav- 
ing no  better  seasoning  than  a  little  salt,  and  no  bet- 
ter accompaniment  than  some  coarse  barley-bread  in 
very  moderate  quantity.  The  water-pitcher,  already 
mentioned,  furnished  the  only  beverage.  After  a 
Latin  grace,  delivered  by  the  Abbess,  the  guests,  sat 
down  to  their  spare  entertainment.  The  simplicity 
of  the  fare  appeared  to  produce  n»  distaste  in  the 
females,  who  ate  of  it  moderately,  but  with  the  usual 
appearance  of  appetite.  But  Roland  Grsme  had  been 
used  to  better  cheer.  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning,  who 
affected  even  an  linusual  dcj^ree  of  nobleness  m  his 
housekeeping,  maintained  it  m  a  style  oi  genial  hos- 
pitality, which  rivalled  that  of  the  Northern  Barons 
of  England.  He  might  think,  perhaps,  that  by  doing 
80,  he  acted  yet  more  completely  the  part  for  which 
he  was  bom— that  of  a  great  Baron  and  a  leader. 
Two  bullocks,  and  six  sheep,  weekly,  were  the  allow- 
ance when  the  Baron  was  at  home,  and  the  number 
was  not  greatly  diminished  during  his  absence.  A 
boll  of  malt  was  weekly  browed  into  ale,  which  was 
U9ed  by  the  household  at  discretion.  Bread  was 
baked  in  proportion  for  the  consumption  of  his  do- 
mesticH  and  retainers;  and  in  this  scene  of  plen^ 
had  Roland  Grsme  now  lived  for  several  years.  It 
himed  a  bad  introduction  to  lukewarm  greens  and 
9»riog  water}  and  probably  his  countenance  indi- 
cated some  sense  of  th6  difference,  for  the  Abbess 
observed,  "It  would  seem,  my  son,  that  the  ubles  of 
the  heretic  Ba^on,  whom  you  have  so  long  fbJowed, 
are  more  dainuly  furnished  than  those  of  the  suffer- 
ing daughters  of  the  church ;  and  yet,  not  upon  the 
BMst  solemn  nights  of  festival,  when  the  nuns  were 
permitted  to  eat  their  portion  at  mine  own  table,  did 
I  consider  the  cates  which  were  then  served  up  as 
half  so  delicious  as  these  vegetables  and  this  water, 
Ml  which  I  prefer  to  feed,  ratner  than  do  aught  which 
may  derogate  from  the  strictness  of  my  vow.  It  shall 
never  be  said  thai  the  miairess  of  this  house  made  it 
a  bouse  of  f(^asting,  when  days  of  darkness  and  of 
affliction  were  hanging  over  the  Holy  Church,  of 
which  I  am  an  unworthy  member." 

"  Well  hast  thou  said,  my  sister,"  replied  Magdalen 
Gr»me ;  "  but  now  it  is  not  only  time  to  suffer  in  the 
good  eause,  but  to  act  in  it.  And  since  our  pil^m's 
meal  is  finished,  let  us  go  apart  to  prepare  for  our 
journey  of  to-morrow,  and  to  advise  on  the  manner 
m  which  these  children  shall  be  employed,  and  what 
measures  we  can  adopt  to  supply  their  thoughtless- 
0088  and  lack  of  discretion." 

Notwithstanding  his  indifferent  cheer,  the  heart  of 
Roland  Gneme  bounded  high  at  this  proposal,  which 
he  doubted  not  would  lead  to  another  t^te-k-t£te  be- 
twixt him  and  the  pretty  novice.  But  he  was  mis- 
taken. Catherine,  it  would  seem,  had  no  mind  so  far 
to  indulge  him ;  for,  moved  either  by  delicacy  or  ca- 
pnoe,  or  some  of  those  indescribable  shades  betwixt 
the  one  and  the  other,  with  which  women  love  to 
tease,  and  at  the  same  time  to  captivate,  the  ruder 
■ex,  she  reminded  the  Abbess  that  it  was  nui.  t-r-uiy 
ir»e  should  retife  for  an  hour  befi^ro  vcppcrej  awi, 
receiving  the  ready  and  approving  ivkj  of  her  Su|it> 
rior,  she  arose  to  withdraw.  But,  Ik  tbrc  Icavlni;  iha 
apartment,  she  made  obeisance  to  tlir  mntron^  tend- 
ing herself  till  her  hands  touched  htr  knr^B,  and  thoa 
made  a  lesser  reverence  to  Roland,  which  con«i^t(Nl 
»  a  slight  bend  of  the  body  and  gentle  dtprp?*aion  of 
the  head.  This  she  performed  very  d'-mur^[y  ^  but 
the  party  on  whom  the  saluMition  was  conitn-t-d. 
thought  he  could  discern  in  her  mannr:r  an  nrch  tind 
misdiievous  exultation  over  his  y^CKl  disaj^point- 
ment— *'The  devil  take  the  saucy  giil,"  be  ihought 


in  his  heart,  Aough  the  presenceof  the  Abbess  should 
have  repressed  all  such  profane  imaginacions.— "aht 
IS  as  hard-hearted  as  the  lauglung  nyena  that  the 
story-books  tell  of— she  has  a  mind  that  X  shall  not 
forget  her  this  night  at  least." 

The  matrons  now  retired  also,  giving  the  page  to . 
understand  that  he  was  on  no  account  to  stir  from 
the  convent^  or  to  show  himself  at  the  ;window,  the 
Abbess  assigning  ss  a  reason,  the  readiness  with 
which  the  rude  heretics  caught  at  every  occasion  of 
scandalizing  the  religious  orders. 

"  This  is  worse  than  the  rigour  of  Mr.  Henry  War- 
den himself"  said  the  page,  when  he  was  left  alone  | 
"  for,  to  do  him  justice,  nowever  strict  in  requiring 
the  most  rigid  atiention  during  the  time  of  his  homi- 
lies, he  left  us  to  the  freedom  of  our  own  wills  after- 
wards—ay, and  would  take  a  share  in  our  pastimes, 
too,  if  he  thought  them  endrely  innocent  But  these 
old  women  are  utterly  wrapt  up  in  gloom,  mystery, 
and  self-denial.— Well,  then,  if  I  must  neither  stir 
out  of  the  gate  nor  look  out  at  window,  I  will  at 
least  see  what  the  inside  of  the  house  contains  that 
may  help  to  pass  away  one's  time— perad venture,  I 
may  light  on  that  blue-eyed  laugher  m  some  comer 
or  other." 

Going,  therefore,  out  of  the  chamber  by  the  en- 
trance opposite  to  that  through  which  the  two  ma- 
trons had  departed,  (for,  it  may  be  readily  supposed 
that  he  had  no  desire  to  intrude  on  their  privacv,)  he 
wandered  from  one  chamber  to  another,  througn  the 
deserted  edifice,  seeking,  with  boyish  eagerness,  some 
source  of  interest  or  amusement.  H^re  he  passed 
through  a  long  gallery,  opening  on  either  hand  yito 
the  little  cells  of  the  nuns,  all  oieserted,  and  deprived 
of  the  few  trifling  articles  of  furniture  which  the  rules 
of  the  order  admitted. 

"The  birds  are  flown,"  thought  the  page;  "but 
whether  they  will  find  themselves  worse  off  in  the 
open  air  than  in  these  damp  narrow  cages,  I  leave  my 
Lady  Abbess  and  my  venerable  relative  to  settle  bc^ 
twixt  them.  1  think  the  wild  young  lark  whom  they 
have  left  behind  them,  would  like  best  to  sing  under 
God's  free  sky." 

A  winding  stair,  strait  and  narrow,  as  if  to  remind 
the  nuns  of  their  duties  of  fiist  and  maceration,  led 
down  to  a  lower  suite  of  apartments,  which  occupied 
the  ground  story  of  the  house.  These  rooms  were 
even  more  ruinous  than  those  which  he  had  left ;  for, 
having  encountered  the  first  fury  of  the  assailants  by 
whom  the  nunnery  had  been  wasted,  the  windows  had 
been  dashed  in,  the  doors  broken  down,  and  even  the 
partitions  betwixt  the '  apartments,  in  some  places^ 
destroyed.  As  he  thus  stalked  from  desolation  to 
desolation^  and  began  to  think  of  returning  from  so 
uniiiteresimg  a  research  to  the  chamber  which  he  had 
left,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  low  of  a  cow  very 
close  to  him.  The  sound  waa  so'  unexpected  at, the 
time  and  place,  that  Roland  Graeme  started  as  if  it 
had  been  the  voice  of  a  Uon,  and  laid  his  hand  on  hie 
dagger,  while  at  the  same  moment  the  light  and  lovely 
form  of  Catherine  Seyton  presented  itself  at  the  door 
of  the  apartment  from  which  the  sound  had  issued. 

"Good  even  to  you.  valiant  champion !"  said  she] 
"  since  the  days  of  Guy  of  Warwick,  never  was  one 
more  worthy  to  encounter  a  dun  cow." 

"Cow?"  said  Roland  Graeme,  "<by  my  faith,  1 
thought  it  had  been  the  devil  that  roared  so  near  me. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  convent  containing  a  cow- 
house 1" 

"  Cow  and  calf  may  come  hither  now,"  answered 
Catherine,  "for  \.c  have  no  means  to  keep  out  either. 
But  I  advise  you,  kind  sir,  to  return  to  the  place  from 
whence  you  csme." 

"  Not  till  I  see  vour  charge,  fair  sister,"  answered 
Roland,  and  made  his  way  into  the  apartment,  m 
spite  of^  the  half  serious  half  laughing  remonstrancee 
of  the  girl. 

The  poor  solitary  cow,  now  the  only  severe  recluse 
within  the  nunnery,  was  quartered  in  a  spacious 
chamber,  which  had  once  been  the  refectoiy  of  the 
conTent  The  roof  was  graced  with  groined' archo& 
and  the  wall  with  niches,  from  which  the  ima;^  had 
been  pulled  down.  These  remnants  of  architectural 
ornaments  were  strangely  contrasted  with  the  nide 
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crib  QonstTucted  for  the  cow  in  one  comer  of  the 
apartment,  and  the  stack  of  fodder  which  was  pifed 
beside  it  for  her  food.* 

*Croinbie  is  more 

■aid  Catherine, 


••  By  m V  fait\"  said  the  page.  "  C 
lordly  lodged  than  any  one  here  r 

"You  had  best  remain  with  her," 

""and  supply  by  your  filial  attentions  the  offspring  she 
Irtis  had  the  ill  luck  to  lose." 

•*  I  will  remain,  at  least,  to  help  you  to  prepare  her 
rJght^s  lair,  pretty  Catherine,"  said  Roland,  seizing 
opon  a  pitchfork. 

"By  no  means,"  said  Catherine:  "  for,  besides  that 
you  know  not  in  the  least  how  to  do  her  that  service, 
you  will  bring  a  chidinp:  my  way,  and  I  get  enough  of 
that  in  the  regular  course  of  thinpfs." 

"  What !  for  accepting  my  assistance  7"  said  the 
page,—"  for  accepting  my  assistance,  who  am  to  be 
your  confederate  in  some  deep  matter  of  import  ? 
That  were  altozether  unreasonnole— and,  now  I  think 
on  it,  tell  me  if  you  can.  what  is  this  mighty  emprise 
tp  which  I  am  destined  T 

**Robbmg  a  bird^s  nest.  I  should  suppose,"  said 
Catherine,  considering  the  champion  whom  they 
have  selected." 

"  By  my  faith,"  said  the  youth,  "  and  he  that  has 
taken  a  falcon's  nest  in  the  Scaurs  of  Polmoodie,  has 
done  something  to  brag  of,  my  fair  sister.— But  that 
It  all  over  now— a  murrain  on  the  nest-  and  the  eyas- 
868  and  their  food,  washed  or  unwashed,  for  it  was 
all  anon  of  cramming  these  worthless  kites  that  I  was 
sent  upon  my  present  travels.  Save  that  I  have  met 
with  you,  pretty  sister.  I  could  eat  my  dagger-hilt  for 
vexation  at  my  own  folly.  But,  as  we  arc  to  be  fellow- 
travellers'* 

"  Fellow-labourers  !  not  fellow-travellers  T'  an- 
swered the  girl :  "for  to  your  comfort  be  it  known, 
that  the  Lady  Abbess  and  I  set  out  earlier  than  vou  and 
your  respected  relative  to-morrow,  and  that  Lpartly 
endure  your  company  at  present,  because  i^.%y  he 
longere  we  meet  agam." 

''By  Saint  Andrew^  but  it  shall  not,  though,"  an- 
swercNd  Roland :  "I  will  not  hunt  at  all  imless  we  are 
to  hunt  in  couples." 

"I  suspect,  m  that  and  in  other  points,  we  must  do 

?8  we  are  bid,"  replied  the  yotmg  lady.—"  But  harkl 
hear  mv  aunt's  voice." 

The  old  lady  entered  in  good  earnest  and  darted  a 
•eyere  glance  at  her  niece,  while  Roland  had  the  ready 
wit  to  busy  himself  about  the  halter  of  the  cow. 

"  The  young  gentleman,"  said  Catherine,  gravely, 
"  is  helping  me  to  tie  the  cow  up  faster  to  her  stake, 
for  I  find  that  last  night  when  .she  put  her  head  out  of 
window  and  lowed,  she  alarmed  the  whole  village ; 
and  we  shall  be  suspected  of  sorcery  among  the  here- 
Cica,  if  they  do  not  discover  the  cause  of  the  apparition, 
or  lose  our  cow  if  they  do.  "  Relieve  yourselr  of  that 
fear,"  said  the  Abbess,  somewhat  ironically:  "the 
person  to  whom  she  is  now  sold,  comes  for  the  ani- 
mal presently." 

"  Oood-night,  then,  my  poor  compank)n."  said 
Catherine,  patting;  the  animal's  shoulders ;  *^I  hope 
tiiou  hast  fallen  mto  kind  hands,  for  my  happiest 
hours  of  late  have  been  spent  in  tending  thee— I  would 
I  had  been  bom  to  no  better  task !" 

•'Now,  out  upon  thee,  mean-spirited  wench!"  said 
tne  Abb^s ;  "  is  that  a  speech  worthy  of  the  name  of 
fiesrton,  or  of  the  mouth  of  a  sister  of  thia  house, 

*Ttil<,  Ute  tlio  Ctll  or^inL  Cutlibrri.  U  an  tituiflnar^  icono, 
bat  1  tooJ?  orra  or  (w(t  idctur  of  Mn»  EiKmiatiuci  at  thtf  ioT£rii*r 
fram  m  ■twrj  tt>tri  me  hy  my  ffltlif^r.  1h  licK  jogUi  — It  may  hv  nc;ir 
•Jftstf  f«v»  4iit(».  u  ^«  WW  born  in  t7!ii9-litf  had  occkJiioTi  lu 
vuil  HP  «l(i  JBclf  wln>  n»i.dMli  m  B  SurtJtfr  rasUfl  (jf  ron«iiiciiit^ie 
finown,  Ortlj-  uoo  vfjrj  ]|jiiiii>d  rmriioti  of  ttw  cxi^^ntivrp  jnjuii 
iiilllf«d  fcr  Uif  BcccvminfHttiiirtn  of  ihe  inmalM,  ithd  mt  fH(ii«ir 
imu^Kil  hifn^etr  bf  -wimAnr'mg  UirqurU  Uio  nnrt  lljit  wan  tuv 
iwinicid  Ln  4  Ainmt  atArinMoit,  liaviitjc  o  ro^f  liclilr  idrmtt  d 
UriUi  ircVioj  ind  dpjtn,  tliwc  wiu  ftuQiHittid  b  \^m  "turt  uf  \uif 
\»  w\\\f:\\  ralvot  were  hi:iU»ti9r  t^Hsrnielvn  from  orpi^Dik'  «bit4^< 
A#  ffif  fntiiisf  KMird  Aral  in  r  Bi  Hiirfc  mifiaui  ini?ii;t(l<c  p-uiin-aw,  >jit 
frrrlti'uii^]  riiri  up  ht^Uitc  \\\m^  and  rvdbTt^iy  wa«  Uuj  n»A(ii  of 
■avinf  hib  UU\  rur  lliiii  aninMi  M^  ttaroi]|:U  «  tiap^duor,  or  AFV^r* 
lara  m  Uie  *i|iif,  tUnn  WBf&iP^  U^e  u^ntir  of  Ui«  ^fkne^r  of  itif 
tipput.  h*  Um  dn#  conunycd  howt^nf  frmn  •  grtftt  w^ath,  my 
fiiilwr  p-i  tJie  ofd  l.Eiti«rH  whoft^one  ttn^wtnfiit  of  ti>D  \Q^a\ium 
fefront  i>n?  iiuilip,  w  utilorfc  B  nrtof  riflhlo,  io  wivic\\  Kill-bu-k 
has  .ogiiirt  v\i^  nn<^  *tmn\L  tlm  p^tuCi;  bf^Dir  fUJiMJ  wvUi  thr  .sninf 
eofnaoditr  whtcn  U\XfitisQ  ^^^n  it«ti*  of  Aueu,  ud  *Uicti  1ib4 
ttodftrvit  the  duf 'i  folL  mi  wwf  ow, 


treading  the  path  of  election— and  to  be  spoken  befors 
a  stranger  youtlu  too !— Go  to  my  oratory,  minioo^ 
there  read  your  Hours  till  I  come  thither,  when  I  will 
read  yon  sach  a  lecture  as  shaU  make  you  prisa  tW 
blessings  which  yoo  possess." 

Catherine  was  about  to  withdraw  m  ailenoe.  cast- 
ing a  half  sorrowful  half  coraio  glance  at  RolaDd 
Grasme,  which  seemed  to  say—"  Voir  see  to  what  yow 
untimely  visit  has  exposed  me,"  when,  soddanly 
changinig  her  mind,  she  came  forward  to  the  page^ 
aiMl  extended  her  hand  as  she  bid  him  good-evening. 
Their  palms  had  pressed  eachother  era  the  astonished 
matron  could  interfere,  and  Catherine  had  time  to  say 
—"forgive  me.  mother ;  it  b  bng  since  we  have  sesn 
a  face  that  looked  with  kindness  on  us.  Sinoe  ihesa 
disorders  have  broken  up  our  peacefol  retreat,  all  has 
been  sloom  and  malignity.  I  bid  this  youth  kindly  far»> 
well,  oecause  he  has  come  hither  in  kindness,  and  be- 
cause the  odds  are  great,  that  we  may  never  again 
meet  in  this  world.  1  guess  better  than  he,  that  the 
schemes  on  which  you  are  rushing  are  too  mig^hty  for 
your  management,  and  that  yoo  are  now  setting  ths 
stone  a-rolhng,  which  must  surely  crush  you  m  its 
descent.  I  bid  farewell,"  she  added,  **  to  my  fellow* 
victim  I" 

This  was  spoken  with  a  tone  of  deep  and  serious 
feeling,  altogether  different  from  the  usual  levity  of 
Catherine's  manner,  and  plainly  showed,  that  beneath 
the  giddiness  of  extreme  youth  and  total  inexperienos, 
there  lurked  in  her  bosom  a  decker  power  of  aense 
and  feeling,  than  her  conduct  baa  hitherto  expressed. 

The  Abbess  remained  a  moment  silent  after  she  had 
left  the  room.  The  proposed  rebuke  died  on  her  tongue^ 
and  she  appeared  struck  with  the  deep  and  forebooing 
tone  in  which  her  niece  had  spoken  her  wpoA  even. 
She  led  the  way  in  silence  to  the  apartimnt  which 
they  had  formerly  occupied,  and  where  there  was 
prepared  a  small  refection,  as  the  Abbess  termed  it, 
consisting  of  milk  and  barley-bread.  ,  Magdalen 
Grsenie,  summoned  to  take  share  in  this  colTation, 
appeared  from  an  adjoining  apartment,  but  Catherine 
was  seen  no  more.  There  was  little  saki  during  the 
hasty  meal,  and  after  it  was  finished^  Roland  Oneme 
was  dismissed  to  the  nearest  cell,  where  some  prepa- 
rations had  been  made  lor  his  repose. 

The  strange  circumstances  in  which  he  found  him- 
seli^  had  their  usual  eflfect  in  preventing  slumbo'  from 
hastily  descending  on  him,  and  ho  could  distinctly 
hear,  by  a  low  but  earnest  murmuring  in  the  apart- 
ment which  he  had  left  that  the  matrons  continued 
in  deep  consultatk>n  to  a  late  hour.  As  they  separate), 
he  heard  the  Abbess  distinctly  express  herself  thus : 
"In  a  word,  my  Bister^  I  venerate  your  character  and 
the  authority  with  which  my  SnperiorUkve  invested 
you :  yet  it  seems  to  nie,  that,  ere  earing  on  this 
perilous  course,  we  should  consult  somm'  the  Fathers 
of  the  Church?'  ' 

"And  how  and  where  are  we  to  find  a  faithfhl 
Bishop  or  Abbot  at  whom  to  ask  counsel?  The  faith- 
ful Eustatius  is  no  more— he  is  withdrawn  from  a 
world  of  evil,  and  from  the  tyranny  of  heretics.  May 
Heaven  and  Our  Lady  assoilzie  mm  of  his  sins,  and 
abridge  the  penance  of  his  mortal  infirroitieel — 
Where  shall  we  find  another,  with  whom  to  taHe 
counsel?" 

"Heaven  will  provide  for  the  Cfcurch,"  said  die 
Abbess ;  "and  the  faithful  fathers  who  yet  are  suffered 
to  remain  in  the  house  of  Kennaquhair,  will  pioeeed 
to  elect  an  Abbot  They  will  not  suffer  the  staff  to 
fall  down,  or  the  mitre  to  be  unfilled,  for  the  threats 
of  heresy." 

"That  will  I  learn  to-morrow,"  said  Magdaiev 
(Trsme ;  "  yet  who  now  takes  the  office  of  an  houTi 
save  to  partake  with  the  spoileraln  their  work  of 
plunder?— to-monow  will  tell  us  if  one  of  the  thou 
sand  saints  who  are  sprung  from  the  House  of  Saint 
Mary's  continues  to  took  down  on  it  in  its  misery.— 
Farewell,  my  sister,  we  meet  at  Edinburgh." 

"Benediciteif'  answered  the  Abbess,  and  they 
parted. 

"To  Kennaquhair  and  to  Edinbursrh  we  bend  oar 
way,"  thought  Roland  Graeme.  "That  inli)miat]on 
have  I  purchased  by  a  sleepless  houi^it  suits  weH 
with  my  pmpoae.   At  Keimaiiuhair  I  shall  see  Father 
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Imbcoae  ^at  EdinbtOKh  I  bhall  find  the  means  of 
shaping  my  own  coorae  through  this  bustling  world, 
wifbotti  buidening  my  affectionate  relation— «t  Edin- 
korgh,  too,  I  sfaalTsee  again  the  witching  npvic&  with 
bo-  bine  ejres  and  her  provoking  smile.*'— He  fell 
and  it  was  to  dream  of  Catherine  Seyton. 


CHAPTER  XIII 
Wliat,  D«ron  up  Main  i— t  thoaiht  we  had  hmV6  hiai 
Down  on  the  thramold  mvw  more  to  riw. 
Brifif  wedfe  and  axe ;  and,  neirhboura,  land  jam  handa, 
And  rive  the  idol  into  winter  mrotal 

AtkeUtane,  or  AM  Oenmtled  Dam. 

Roland  Gb^me  elept  long  and  sound,  and  the  sun 
was  high  over  the  horizon,  when  the  voice  of  his  com- 
panion summoned  him  to  resume  their  pilgrimage; 
and  when,  hastily  arrnn^i^ing  his  dress,  he  went  to  at- 
tend her  call,  the  enthusiastic  matron  stood  already 
at  the  threshold,  prepared  for  her  journey.  There 
WBA  in  all  the  deportment  of  this  remarkable  woman, 
a  promptitude  ol  execution,  and  a  sternness  of  perse- 
Tcrance,  founded  on  the  fanaticism  which  she  nursed 
so  deeply,  and  which  seemed  to  absorb  all  the  ordi- 
nary purposes  and  feelings  of  mortality.  One  only 
human  aflection  gleamea  through  her  enthusiastic 
energies,  like  the  broken  glimpses  cf  the  sun  through 
the  rising  clouds  of  a  storm.  It  was  her,  maternal 
fondness  for  her  grandson— a  fondness  carried  almost 
to  the  verge  of  dotage,  in  circumstances  where  the 
Catholic  religion  was  not  concerned,  but  which  gave 
way  instantly  when  it  chanced  either  to  thwart  or 
come  in  contact  with  the  more  settled  purpose  of  her 
•oul,  and  the  more  devoted  duty  of  her  life.  Her  life 
dbe  would  willingly  have  laid  down  to  save  the  earthly 
object  of  her  anection ;  but  that  object  itself  she  was 
ready  to  hazard,  and  would  have  been  willing  to  sa- 
erifi<:e,  could  the  restoraibn  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
have  been  purchased  with  his  blood.  Her  discourse 
by  the  way,  excepting  on  the  few  occasions  in  which 
Ker  extreme  love  of  her  grandson  foimd  opportunity 
to  dispiay  itself  in  anxiety  for  his  health  and  accom- 
modation, turned  entirely  on  the  duty  of  raising  up  the 
(alien  honours  of  the  Church,  and  replacing  a  Catho- 
Jic  sovereign  on  the  throne.  There  were  times  at 
which  she  hinted,  though  very  obscurely  and  distantly, 
that  she  herself  was  foredoomed  by  Heaven  to  per^ 
form  a  part  in  this  important  taski  and  that  she  had 
more  than  mere  human  warranty  for  the  zeal  with 
'  which  she  engaged  in  it.  But  on  this  subject  she  ex- 
pressed herself  in  such  general  language,  that  it  was 
not  easy  to  decide  whether  she  made  any  actual  pre- 
tensions to  a  direct  and  supernatural  call,  like  the 
oelebnited  Elizabeth  Barton,  commonly  called  the 
Nun  of  Kent  ;•  or  whether  she  only  dwelt  upon  the 
general  duty  which  was  incumbent  on  all  Catholics 
of  the  time,  and  the  pressure  of  which  she  felt  in  an 
•extraordinary  dcfi^se. 

Yet,  though  Magdalen  Gr»me  gave  no  direct  mti- 
mation  of  her  pretensions  to  be  considered  as  eome- 
ihing  beyond  the  ordinary  class  of  mortals,  the  de- 
meanour of  one  or  two  persons  amonpt  the  travellers 
whom  they  occasionally  met,  as  they  entered  the 
More  fertile  and  populoua  part  of  the  valley,  seemed 
to  indicate  their  belief  in  her  superior  attributes.  It  is 
tme,  that  two  clowns,  who  drove  before  them  a  herd 
of  cattle— one  or  two  village  wenches,  who  seemed 
bound  for  some  merry-making— a  strolling  soldier, 
in  a  mated  morion,  and  a  wandering  student,  as  his 
threadbare  black  cloak  and  his  satchel  of  booas  pro- 
claimed him— passed  our  travellers  without  cbserva- 
tian,  or  with  a  look  of  contempt :  and,  moreover,  that 
two  or  three  children,  attracted  by  the  appearance  of 
a  dress  so  nearly  rcaembhng  that  of  a  pilgrim,  joined 
in  booting  and  calUng,  "  Out  upon  theoldmass-mon- 
gtr  r*  But  one  or  two,  who  nourished  in  their  bo- 
soms respect  for  the  downfallen  hierarchy— casting 
first  a  timorous  glance  around,  to  see  that  uo  one  ob- 

•  A  fanatjc  nun.  called  thi»  Holy  Maid  of  Kent,  who  protended 
totha  fin  of  prophecr  and  power  ofmiraclefl.  Havina  denounced 
the  d^om  of  ipeedy  death  aaainat  Ueory  VIIL  for  hi*  marriate 
with  Aane  Bolern,  l}ie  proplieteM  waa  attainted  in  Parliament, 
aad  executed,  wiUi  lier  accomplice*.  Her  impoalure.was  for  a 
tiAe  fo  mieceHAil,  that  eten  Sir  ThoSiafl  Hon  waa  dlipoeed  to 
••  a  be'wvot. 


pcned  them-'hastiljr  ctosjkm]  tliemselvf s— hent  ihejr 
kmc  to  sister MugUflknt  l^Y  «huh  name  tluy  solul^ 
hcj-^kissed  her  hand,  orffv<*ii  the  hem  nfhft  dalma* 
tinue— rnj€fvefi  u  jih^  bumiliiy  t!ie  Benediciie  wtlh 
wlijch  she  repaid  ihtAr  obci&onDe  [  nntl  then  fluriing 
up,  tfnd  asain  looking  timNlly  rcHind  to  f^f  ihnt  thty 
had  btjtfn  utiohfierveti,  liiksttjfy  reeunieti  thi'ir  joumeyi 
Kveri  while  within  ai^rftt  of  peratuvs  of  ihtf  pK-vaiUng' 
fiiiti],  tht'n?  were  mdividunla  iatUl  enough,  hy  folding 
iluir  snns  and  bendjni^  ihdr  heed,  to  jrive  dii?tnnt 
and  eiknt  mtimation  thni  they  rwugiiiRMl  Skstf  rMag^ 
dnlefji  imd  hiinaurtxl  uIikt'herisLrson  and  h+:'T  puritcafi, 

Sho  fnilt^d  not  to  noiice  la  Ker  iLTandPOO  iheas 
marks  of  hfuiuur  arid  Te:spccE  whkh  from  Tjitfcf  to  time 
she  rLTfived-  "  Yvu  &tt,"  aht  Baid,  "  iny  son,  ihnt 
tlic  tni-mn-s  bavf  tMwn  unable  nho^crher  to  eiifipri-fa 
the  yipod  tjiirii,  or  to  rool  out  the  true  setd*  Amd 
ht-rtiUJ?  and  HehiBnialic:!?,  ftpoSit-ra  of  I  he  cbundi^l 
liind»,  anci  fn^B^ra  at  &^ul3  and  AUcriimenia,  thefa  iq 
Ifcft  B  rrriinariu''  ' 

"Ii  miive,  my  moihtr*"  sotd  Ho  I  and  Gr^mei  '^h\tX 
methinks  ihcy  are  ofa  qu^tit)  M-htfih  cut)  \wlp  u*  liuf 
I) ilk  See  you  luoi  tA\  ilmse  wlw  Ut  or  ettnl  tit  iheif 
Biiie,  and  henx  mark  ft  of  better  uunlity,  ruftte  pnst  m 
ns  thfv  Wijtjld  past  the  nitftfiost  iMi^urs  ?  fur  thoft 
who  s^Te  UB  any  nmrkJS  of  Mynnujihv*  an^  the  po^rcsj 
of  the  poor*  nnJ  moet  oiiifati  oI  [he  n*.'ttiy,  who  imv| 
rripitfr  hrtad  lo  uhitri:  with  Lisi,  nor  BWojrdB  to  defeiT^ 
ij^,  nor  ekill  to  n$^  them  if  they  had.  Thai  f>oor 
Wfri«  h  [but  laM  kneeled  to  you  w]th  *urh  detf^d^^ifo- 
tiivn,  Jind  who  scenu^l  emacintted  by  the  touch  of  Bum* 
lAHMJni?  drsra*!'  wilhinn,  nnd  the  f^n^p  of  itoyertf 
wifhoiit-tJini  ri:ilt",  fthivmJT^%  mi^trubk  ciiiulf,  hoW 
cuTi  he'  uLii  ihe*T^^'fli  seh*  mts  you  niedtrnieT' 

*'Mnf'h,  my  ton/*  said  tht"  umiroiii  Hith  more  mild* 
n!'?t^  tbrin  tlip  pupc  perhup;^  espectud,  "Vilien  tliai 
fious  pon  of  tho  church  re i urns  from  the  shtine  of 
f^aint  Kinpnn,  wbuhcr  he  now  trovt  Is  by  my  counsel 
ATid  hv  tbt'  aid  of  |:!ood  Caiho lies,— when  he  returns 
hraW  <3f  hiawattinK  innlndy,  h(gb  in  henlth,  and 
fttronp  in  limU  will  not  the  glory  of  hie  fnithfumeEA 
nnd  Its  mirufuloua  rewnnlH  sptrnk  loudtr  in  ih^  eHft  m 
rhi:?  Irr^ittteii  rtotkle  of  Scotland,  thnn  the  din  n^mc^ 
3-^  uitllv  riinde  in  a  ihouF^ond  hereiicnl  pulpits T* 

"  A>",  but,  nujther,  I  fear  ihi^  fcsainf »  band  is  out  Tt 
iy  lonn  sini'e  wc  havi.'  heard  uf  a  nuraGle  pcriofrncd  a| 
Snint  RinEjan'a."  ,        .  . 

Tlie  mntrop  maiV  a  dead  pnti=f^,  ftrn!,  with  a  tojcs 
treiTiu1'»Ui^  wiih  erooliun,  a-^kid,  ^'  Ar^  rh.  u  j^ounhapry 
&i^  ro  doubt  tht'  powiT  of  iht  hks^e  I  iS^ilrst  i" 

'' Nay*  mother,"  ihe  youtJi  hami  ned  to  rcTT/i  "I 
belirvp  fLB  rhe  Hnfy  Church  commandfl,  and  doubt 
not  Saint  EJngan'ii  power  of  hcnhng ;  btrt*  be  it  said 
tviih  TLVcrancc,  he  hath  not  df  Ute  showed  ihd  indt* 
paTion."  ^  .,1^1 

"  And  has  this  land  deserved  it  T'  sfmd  the  Cafho^ 
lie  [jiaEToai,  advancing  baatily  while  she  ppok^  imtO 
rfibr  nlinitufd  the  numtnit  of  a  ming  gfouod,  ovtr 
Mhich  ihc  path  Ud,  aud  then  stajtidirii?  rtjfuln  utili 
^  *'Here,"  pbt^aid,  '*  Mood  tht^r'Tos^  iht  Lmn:^  of  the 
Hftildonioof  Srttnt  Mary'B— bi  rij-ou  l]li^  t minipnce 
—from  wbuh  the  eye  of  the  boly  pili^rifii  rniiihl  firit 
I  atch  a  vtew  of  thai  ancient  Monntit-  ry,  th*^  lix^iitofihft 
liindj  liie  abod^  of  aamtt,  and  ibe  fjrave  uf  monarclu 
—Whore  U  iwiw  that  etnbkui  of  otir  fmtb  1  It  lieP  oJi 
the  earth— a  siiaplea*  block,  from  i^bith  the  hioken 
fr*imuf  ntg  have  Wn  carried  oft;  for  the  intjiiJi^st  upt^ 
ii31  nownu  semblance  of  i^a  oiiKinni  fotJti  rtminina. 
Look  toward »  the  fast,  my  son,  wb^r*  rne  but^  waa 
w^-sfit  to  filitttr  ori  amtoJx  epu-es— from  \^diini  crosHa 
end  h*-!'!*  have  wow  been  burled,  a^  if  the  iand  hfidbct-fe 
invaded  once  more  by  barborouia  hcatbetis— Look  dt 
yondtr  batilfTnenifi,  of  which  we  cim,  f vi  n  at  tmisdi^ 
tHuct^  cWry  the  parflul  detiiohtRm  i  nnd  nsk  if  tlim 
iand  can  cxix^i  from  the  bleasctl  !*flint3,  whose  abrinfli 
and  whose  ij»as*«  ii^ve  bff^-n  profdnedi  any  othct 
minr^bfi  I  nit  ihose  of  veriEcance?  Hfiw  lona."  ph4 
(TcrlaimH,  looking  upward^  '*How  bnft  phHil  it  be 
til  i.iurl7 '  She  paejyj^d,  ntid  thi  n  f*?unu'il  with  en- 
thu-'isiir  rnp]ditj',  **  y#F,  rny  son,  all  on  earth  is  but 
fur  u  1  I  FM'i-juy  and  ctid^  triumph  o tid  dctoUtiqn, 
t;iN    iti  cih  olh       ''* 


y  and  ctitf.  tnumpn  otidactoitKign, 
ihttt  like  amd  ^  atmfhiftP  r— im 

jot  h  ' 

■hall  he  amended^ 


,,,... ,.,ii„pu«f^^^g^^i 
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Sow  dresfed  and  trimmed.    Even  thia  dajr—ay^ven 
is  hour,  I  trust  to  hear  news  of  iniportanoe.    Dally 
■ot— let  us  on— lime  is  brief;  and  judgment  is  certain. 

She  resumed  the  path  which  led  to  the  Abbey— a 
path  which,  in  ancient  times,  was  careful!/  marked 
out  by  posts  and  rails,  to  assist  the  pilgrim  in  his 

fcurncy— these  were  now  torn  up  and  destroyed.  A 
ilf  hour*s  walk  placed  them  in  front  of  the  once 
•plendid  Monastery,  which,, although  the  church  was 
as  yet  entire,  had  not  escaped  the  fury  of  the  times. 
The  long  range  of  cells  and  of  apartments  for  the  use 
of  the  brethren,  which  occupied  two  sides  of  the  great 
^uare,  were  almost  entirely  ruinous,  the  interior  hav- 
ing been  consumed  by  fire,  which  only  the  massive 
architecture  of  the  outward  walls  had  enabled  them 
*  to  resist  The  Abbot's  house,  which  formed  the  third 
aide  of  the  souare,  was,  though  injured,^  still  inhabited, 
and  alibrded  refuge  to  the  few  brethren,  who  yet, 
rather  by  connivance  than  by  actual  authority,  were 
permitted  to  remais  at  Kennaquhair.  Their  stately 
offices— their  pleasant  gardens— the  magnificent 
cloisters  constnicted  for  their  recreation,  were  all  di- 
lapidated and  ruinous ;  and  some  of  the  building  ma- 
terials had  apparently  been  put  into  requisition  by 
persons  in  the  village  and  in  the  vicinity,  who,  for- 
merly vassals  of  the  Monastery,  had  not  hesitated  to 
Sppropriate  to  themselves  a  part  of  the  spoils.  Ro- 
md  saw  fragments  of  Gtothic  pillars  richly  carved, 
Occupyin;;  the  place  of  door-posts  to  the  meanest  huts  j 
and  here  and  there  a  mutilated  statue,  inverted  or  laid 
gn  its  side,  made  the  door-post,  or  threshold,  of  a 
wretched  cow-house.  The  church  itself  was  less 
injured  than  the  other  buildings  of  the  Monastery. 
But  the  images  which  had  been  placed  in  the  numer- 
ous, niches  of  its  columns  and  buttresses  having  all 
^Eillen  under  the  charge  of  idolatry,  to  which  the  su- 
perstitious devotion  of  the  papists  nad  justly  exposed 
them,  had  been  broken  and  thrown  down,  without 
much  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  rich,  and  airy 
canopies  and  pedestals  on  which  they  were  placed ; 
nor.  if  the  devastation  had  stopped  short  at  this  point, 
could  we  have  considered  the  preservation  of  these 

gionuments  of  antiquity  as  an  object  to  be  put  in  the 
aiance  with  the  introduction  of*^  the  reformed  wor- 

CKir  pilgrims  saw  the  demolition  of  these  sacred  and 
Tenerable  representations  of  saints  and  angels— for 
08  sacred  ana  venerable  thoy  had  been  taught  to  con- 
sider them— with  very  difierent  feelings.  The  anti- 
quary may  be  permitted  to  regret  the  necessity  of  the 
action,  but  to  Magdalen  Orteme  it  seemed  a  deed  of 
impiety,  deserving  the  instant  veager? nee  of  heaven— 
a  sentiment  in  which  her  relative  joined  for  the  mo- 
ment as  cordially  as  herself.  Neither*  however,  gave 
vent  to  their  fecnngsin  words,  and  upliAed  hands  and 
.eyes  formed  their  only  mode  of  expressing  them.  The 
page  was  about  to  approach  the  greit  eastern  gate  of 
the  church,  but  was  prevented  by  his  guide.    **  That 

gate,'*  she  said,  "has  long  been  blockaded,  that  (he 
oretical  rabble  may  not  know  there  still  exist  among 
the  brethren  of  Saint  Mary's,  men  who  dare  worship 
where  their  predecessors  prayed  while  alivo,  and  were 
interred  when  dead— follow  ma  this  way,  mt  son." 

Roland  Gngme  followed  accordindy ;  and  Magda- 
len, c  isiing  a  hasty  glance  to  see  whether  they  were 
observed,  (for  she  had  learned  caution  from  the  dan- 
f^T  of  the  times,)  commanded  her  grandson  to  knock 
at  a  little  wicket  which  she  pointed  out  to  him.  "  But 
knock  gently."  she  added,  with  a  motion  expressive 
of  cauUon.  After  a  little  space,  during  which  no  an- 
swer was  returned,  she  signed  to  Roland  to  repeat  his 
summnns  for  admission  t  and  the  door  at  length  par- 
tially opening,  discovered  a  glimpse  of  the  thin  and 
ilinid  p<>rter,  DV  whom  the  duty  was  oerformed,  skulk- 
'Tkg  from  the  oSservaiion  of  those  wno  stood  without ; 
-»ut  endeavouring  at  the  same  time  to  gain  a  sight  of 
them  without  being  himself  seen.  How  different  from 
the  proud  consciousness  of  dignity  with  which  the 
porter  of  ancient  days  offered  his  important  brow  and 
his  goolly  person  to  the  pilgrims  who  repaired  to 
Kennuquhairl  His  solemn  ^*intrate^  meijilii^**  was 
exchanged  for  a  tremulous  **  You  cannot  enter  now 
-—the  brethren  are  in  their  chambers."  But.  when 
^fagdalcn  Oraiue  askvii,  in  an  under  tone  or  vdce, 


t 


"Hast  thou  forgotten  moMtay  brother ?^  he  chsogied 
his  apologetic  rwVisai  to  "Edter,  my  hoooorad  aiatef, 
enter  speedily,  for  evil  eyes  are  upon  us." 

They  entered  aecoidingly,  and  having  waited  until 
the  porter  had,  With  jealous  haste,  barred  and  bolted 
the  wioket,  were  conducted  by  him  through  several 
dark  and  winding  passages.  As  thev  walked  slowly 
on,  he  spoke  to  tne  matron  in  a  suboutxl  voice,  as  il 
he  feared  to  trust  the  very  walls  with  the  avowal 
which  he  communicated. 

"Our  Fathers  are  assembled  in  the  Chapter- house, 
worthy  sister— ves,  in  the  Chapter- house— for  tlu) 
election  of  an  Abbot.— Ah,  Benedicite!  there  must  be 
no  ringing  of  bells— no  nigo  mass-r-no  opening  of  the 
great  gates  now,  that  the  people  might  see  and  vene- 
rate their  spiritual  Father!  Our  Fathers  must  hide 
themselves  rather  like  robbers  who  choose  a  leader, 
than  godly  priests  who  elect  a  mitred  Abbot" 

"  Regard  not  that,  my  brother,"  answered  Magdalen 
Grseme ;  "  the  first  successors  of  Saint  Peter  hiniac*f 
were  elected,  not  in  sunshine,  hut  in  tempests — not  in 
the  halls  of  the  Vatican,  bul  in  the  subterranean  vaults 
and  dungeons  of  heathen  Rome— they  were  not  gratu- 
lated  with  shouts  and  salvos  of  cannon-shot  and  oi 
musketry,  and  the  display  of  artificial  fire — no,  my 
brother— but  by  the  hoarse  summons  of  Lictors  and 
Praetors,  who  came  to  drag  the  Fathers  of  the  Church 
to  martyrdom.  From  such  adveraty  was  the  l-hurcb 
once  raised,  and  by  such  will  it  now  be  purified.— And 
mark  me,  brother !  not  in  the  proudest  days  of  the 
mitred  Abbey,  was  a  Superior  ever  chosen,  whom  bis 
office  shall  so  much  honour,  as  he  shall  be  honoured, 
who  now  takes  it  upon  him  in  these  days  of  tnbula^ 
tion.    On  whom,  my  brother,  will  the  choice  fall  ?" 

"  On  whom  can  it  fall— or,  alas !  who  would  dars 
to  R'plv  to  the  call,  save  the  worthy  pupil  of  the 
Sainted  Eustatius— the  good  and  valiant  Father  Am 
brose?" 

^I  know  it,"  saki  Magdalen;  **my  heart  told  me, 
long  ere  your  lips  had  uttered  his  name.  Stand  forth, 
courageous  champion,  and  man  the  fatal  breach  ! — 
Rise,  bold  and  experienced  pilot,  and  seiie  the  helm 
while  tiie  tempest  rages  1— Turn  back  the  battle  brave 
raiser  of  the  fallen  standard !— WieW  crook  and  sltu^ 
noble  shepherd  of  a  scattered  flock." 

"  I  pray  you.  hush,  my  sister !"  said  the  porter,  upen- 
ing  a  door  which  led  into  the  great  church,  ^  the 
brethren  will  be  presently  here  to  celebrate  then-  elec- 
tion with  a  solemn  mass— I  must  marshal  them  the 
way  to  tiic  high  altar— all  the  offices  of  this  venerable 
house  have  now  devolved  on  one  poor  decrepit  old 
man." 

He  left  the  church,  and  Magdalen  and  Roland  re- 
mained alone  in  that  great  vaulted  space,  whose  style 
of  rich,  yet  chaste  architecture,  referred  its  origin  to 
the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  best  period 
of  Gothic  building.  But  the  niches  were  stripped  oi 
their  images  in  the  inside  as  well  as  the  outside  of  the 
church ;  and  in -the  pell-mell  havoc,  the  tombs  of  war* 
riors  and  of  princes  had  been  included  in  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  idolatrous  shrines.  Lances  and  swoids  ot 
aniiqtie  siz&  which  had  hung  over  the  tombs  of  mighty 
warriors  or  former  days,  lay  now  strewed  omong 
relics,  with  which  the  devotion  of  pilgrims  had  grao^ 
those  nf  their  peculiar  saints ;  and  the  fragments  of  dhs 
knights  uml  dames  which  had  once  lain  recumbent; 
or  kneeled  in  an  attitude  of  devotion,  where  their 
mortal  relics  were  reposed,  were  mingled  with  those 
of  the  saints  and  angels  of  the  Gothic  chisel,  which 
the  hand  of  violence  had  sent  besdlong  from  their 
stations. 

The  most  fatal  svmptom  of  the  whole  appeared  to 
be,  that,  though  this  violence  had  now  been  com- 
mitted for  many  months,  the  Fathera  had  lost  so 
totally  all  heart  and  resolutbn,  that  they  had  not  ad- 
ventured even  upon  clearing  away  the  rubbish,  or 
rt»storing  the  church  to  some  decent  degree  of  order. 
This  might  have  been  done  witliout  much  labour. 
Bnr  terror  had  overpowered  the  scanty  remains  of  a 
body  once  so  powerful,  and,  sensible  they  were  only 
suffered  to  remain  in  this  ancient  seat  by  connivance 
and  from  compasvion,  thev  did  not  venture  upon  tak- 
ing any  step  which  might  oe  construed  into  an  asser- 
tion of  their  ancient  rights,  contenting  thenisdycf 
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wi^  the  lecret  and  obscura  oxercue  o£  their  religious 
cseremonial,  in  a«  unostentatious  a  manner  as  was 
possible. 

Two  or  three  of  the  more  aged  brethren  had  sunk 
vsder  the  pressure  of  the  times^  and  the  ruins  had 
been  parti v  cleared  awpy  to  permit  their  interment. 
One  stune  Had  been  laid  over  Father  Nicholas,  which 
raconied  of  him  in  special,  that  he  bad  taken  the 
▼ows  during  the  incumbency  of  Abbot  Ingelram,  the 
period  to  which  his  memory  so  frequently  recurred. 
Another  flag-stone,  wt  more  recently  deposited, 
covered  the  body  of  Philip  the  Sacriston,  eminent  for 
bis  aquatic  excursion  with  the  phantom  of  Avenel ; 
and.a  third,  the  most  recent  of  all,  bore  the  outline  of 
a  mitre,  and  the  words  Hie  jacet  Eustaiius  Abbas ; 
for  no  one  dared  to  add  a  word  of  commendation  in 
favour  of  his  leamingi  and  strenuous  zeal  for  the 
Roman  Caiholic  faith. 

Magdalen  Grsme  looked  at  and  perused  the  brief 
/ecords  of  these  monuments  successively,  and  paused 
over  that  of  Father  Eustace.  "  In  a  good  hour  for 
thyself,'*  she  said,  *'  but  oh  {  in  an  evil  hour  for  the 
Cnurch,  wert  thou  called  from  us.  Let  thy  spirit  be 
with  us,  holy  man— encourage  thv  successor  to  tread 
in  thy  footsteps— give  him  thy  Sold  and  inventive 
capacicy,  thy  zeal  and  thy  discretion— even //»y  piety 
eacceeds  not  his."  As  slie  spoke,  a  side  door,  which 
closed  a  passage  from  the  Abbot*s  house  into  the 
cliureb,  was  thrown  open,  that  the  Fathers  mi^ht 
enter  tlie  choir,  and  conduct  to  the  high  altar  the 
Superior  whom  they  had  elected. 

In  fonner  limes,  tliis  was  one  of  the  most  splendid  of 
th«  ninny  pageants  which  the  hierarchy  of  Rome  had 
devised  to  attract  the  veneration  of  the  faithful.  The 
period  during  which  the  Abbacy  remained  vacant, 
was  a  state  of  mourning,  or,  as  their  enibleniaticai 
phrase  exoressed  it,  of  widowhood ;  a  melancholy 
term,  whicn  was  changed  into  rejoicing  and  triumph 
whf  n  a  new  Superior  was  chosen.  When  the  folding 
doors  were  on  such  solemn  occasions  thrown  open, 
and  the  new  Abbot  appeared  on  the  threshold  in  full- 
blown dignity,  with  ring  and  mitre,  and  dalmatique 
and  crosier,  his  hoary  standard-bea.ers  and  his  juve- 
nile di(*m  nsers  of  incense  preceding  him,  ana  the 
vetH:ral>ie  train  of  monks  behind  him,  with  all  besides 
wbich  could  announce  the  supreme  authority  to  which 
be  was  now  raised,  his  appearance  was  a  signal  for 
the  magnificent  Jubilate  to  rise  from  the  organ  and 
niu««r-U»ft,  and  to  be  joined  bv  the  corresponding 
burst  of  Allcluiah  from  the  whole  assembled  congre- 
ntion.  Now  all  was  changed.  In  the  midst  of  rub- 
bish and  desolation,  seven  or  eight  old  men,  bent  and 
shaken^  as  mitch  bv  grief  and  tear  as  by  age,  shrouded 
hastily  m  the  prosrribed  dress  of  their  order,  wandered 
like  a  procession  of  spectres,  from  the  door  which  had 
been  thrown  open,  up  through  the  encumbered  pas- 
sage, to  the  high  altar,  there  to  instal  tlieir  elected 
Superior  a  chief  of  ruins.  It  was  like  a  band  of 
bewildered  travellers  choosing  a  chief  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Arabia;  or  a  shipwrecked  crew  electing  a 
captain  upon  the  barren  island  on  which  fate  has 
thrown  them. 

Thejr  who,  in  peaceful  times,  are  most  ambitbus  of 
aathority  among  others,  shrink  from  the  competition 
it  fcurh  eventful  periods,  when  neither  ease  nor  parade 
attend  the  possession  of  it,  and  when  it  mes  only  a 
painful  pre-eminence  both  in  danger  and  in  labour, 
and  exposes  the  ill-fated  bhieftain  to  the  murmurs  of 
his  discontented  associates,  as  well  as  to  the  first 
iBsault  of  the  common  enemy.  Rut  he  on  whom 
the  office  of  the  Abbot  of  Saint  Mary's  was  now 
conferred,  had  a  mind  6tted  for  the  situation  to  which 
be  was  called.  Bold  arid  enthusiastic,  yet  srenerous 
and  forgiving— wise  and  skilful,  yet  zealous  and 
prompi'-^e  wanted  but  a  better  cause  than  the  sup- 
port of  a  decaying  superstition,  to  have  raised  him  to 
ihe  rank  of  a  truly  grea  t  man.  Bui  as  the  end  crowns 
the  work,  it  also  forms  the  rule  by  which  it  must  be 
irftimattly  fudged;  and  those  who,  with  sincerity  and 
generosity,  fight  and  fall  in  an  evil  cause,  posterity 
can  only  compassionate  as  victims  of  a  generous  but 
fatal  error.  Amongst  these,  we  must  rank  Ambro- 
niB,  he  last  Abbot  of  Kermaquhair,  whose  designs 
Mas*  bo  condemned,  m  their  success  would  have 


riveted  on  Scotland  the  chains  of  antiquated  super- 
stition and  spiritual  tyranny ;  but  whose  ulents'com- 
manded  respect,  and  whose  virtues,  even  from  tbt 
enemies  of  his  faith,  extorted  esteem. 

The  bearing  of  the  new  Abbot  served  of  itself  to 
dignify  a  ceremonial  which  was  deprived  of  all  other 
attributes  of  grandeur.  Conscious  of  the  peril  in 
which  thev  stood,  and  recalling,  doubtles.%  the  better 
days  they  nad  seen,  there  hung  over  bis  brethren  an 
appearance  of  mingled  terror,  and  grief,  and  shame, 
which  induced  them  to  hurry  over  the  office  in  w  hicn 
they  were  engaged,  as  something  at  once  degrading 
aiid  dangerous. 

But  not  so  Father  Ambrose.  His  featuresi  indeedt 
expressed  a  deep  melancholy^  as  he  walked  up  the 
centre  aisle,  amid  the  ruin  of^  things  wUich  he  con- 
sidered as  holy,  but  hie  brow  was  undejet'ttd,  and  his 
step  firm  and  solemn.  He  seemed  to  think  that  the 
dominion  which  he  was  about  to  receive,  depended  ir; 
no  sort  upon  the  exitmal  circunistances  under  whrh 
it  was  conferred  ;  and  if  a  mind^  firm  was  aceessi- 
ble  to  sorrow  or  fear,  it  was  not  on  his  own  account, 
but  on  that  of  the  Church  to  which  he  had  devoted 
himself.  » 

At  length  he  stood  on  the  broken  steps  of  the  high 
altan  barefooted,  as  was  the  rule,  and  holding  in  his 
hand  his  pastoral  stafli  for  the  gemmed  ring  and 
jewelhd  mitre  had  become  secular  spoils.  IMoobe* 
dient  vassals  came,  man  after  niftn,  to  moke  their 
homage  and  toofler  the  tribute  which  should  provide 
their  spiritual  Superior  with  palJn  y  and  trappings. 
No  Bishop  assisted  at  the  soUnmiiy.  to  receive  into 
the  higher  rank?  of  the  Church  nobility  a  d  gniinry, 
whose  voice  in  the  I^JBlature  was  as  poieniial  as  his 
own.  With  hasty  and  maimed  rites,  the  tew  remain- 
ing brethren  sJcpifd  forward  alternately  to  give  their 
new  Abbot  the  kiss  of  peace,  in  toktn  of  Itaiemai 
affection  and  spiritual  homage.  Mass  was  then  has- 
tily  pcrformtd,  but  in  such  precipitation  as  if  it  had 
been  hurried  over  rather  to  satisfy  the  scruples  of  a 
few  youths,  who  were  impatient  to  si  t  out  on  a  hunt- 
ing party,  than  as  if  it  made  the  most  soknm  pari 
of  a  solemn  ordination.  The  officiating  priest  laltered 
as  he  spoke  the  service,  and  often  looked  around,  at 
if  he  expected  to  be  interrupttd  in  the  midst  of  his 
office;  and  the  brethren  listentd  as  to  that  whichf 
short  as  it  was,  they  wished  yfrt  more  abridged.^ 

These  eymuoms^of  alarm  increased  as  the  cere* 
mony  proceeded,  and,  as  it  seemed,  were  not  <  aused 
by  mere  apprehension  alone;  for,  amid  the  pauses  of 
the  hymn,  there  were  heard  without  soundfc  ol  a  very 
different  sort,  bi  ginning  faintly  and  at  a  distance,  but 
at  length  approaching  close  to  the  exterior  of  the 
church,  ttnd  stunning  with  dissonant  elaniour  those 
engaged  in  the  service.  1  he  winding  of  horns,  blown 
with  no  repard  to  hamioiry  or  concert;  the.jnnghng 
of  bells,  the  thumping  oi  drums,  the  squeaking  of 
bagpipi^  and  the  clash  of  cymbals— the  shouts  of  a 
multitude,  now  as  in  laughter,  now  as  in  anger— the  . 
shrill  tones  of  female  voices,  and  those  of  childreDt 
mingUng  with  the  deeper  clamours  of  nu  n,  formed  a 
Babel  of  sounds,  which  first  drowned,  and  then  awed 
into  utter  silence,  the  official  hymns  pf  the  ConvenL 
The  cause  and  result  of  this  extraoniinary  intermp 
tion  wdl  be  explamcd  m  the  next  cliapter. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Not  the  wHd  biltcw,  wlien  it  brmiks  Its  bsmei— 
Not  tlie  wild  «ind,««c«pinr  frotn  itiicavem— 
Not  tlio  wild  fk'rHi,  IhatminftM  both  tortiUier. 
And  |iouni  theirmfv  it|>on  tli«  npeninir  lianeat, 
Con  match  tlie  wild  ne«ki  of  this  mirtliru!  meelinc— 
Comic,  yvt  fterful-drull,  anU  jrei  de«lructi\e. 

rite  Csiuptraef. 
The  monks  ceased  their  song,  which,  likt;  that  of 
the  choristers  in  the  legend  of  the  Witch  of  Berkley, 
died  away  in  a  quaver  of  eonaternation ;  and.  like  a 
flock  of  chickens  disturbed  by  the  prest  nee  of  the  kileu 
they  at  first  made  a  movement  to  disperse  and  fly  in 
different  directions,  and  then,  m  ith  despair  ratherthan 
•  In  Cithotif  countriea,  m  order  to  raoonniie  llie  ptenMunm  «f 
the  frcat  u  ith  the  ub^i^nencei  of  re  irios.  it  wm  riimmoa,  whea 
a  party  wen  l>etii  fur  iho  citniw,  lo  cekbrate  maiw,  abrid|«»d  and 
roaimed  of  its  rittv,  railed  a  liunting-man,  the  brevity  oi  Hliie*i 
waa  deaixned  lo  correapoiHl  with  lb*  impatieoca  of  Uie  audieor* 


TOK  abbot: 


[dux*  xnr 


bop«t  huddled  them*</.«lirc;3  nrcJun*J  tijeir  new  Abh^>t; 
wbiii  iV'i:iinmflr  Ih^  loftj  nnd  ufulismi/fid  look  w^344i'h 
bad  titOTiifiid  niin  rhraujB^ti  the  whid^wrcinnny,  siLt-jd 

miwE  cunjpEC'uriti^  mark  on  Wi-liich  diin;>«r  miuhldr-»- 
fhnn^  it^m,  anil  to  *nve  hi«  eomparvbii?^  Uy  fiinfl,  If. 
dcvoHon,  at«C4^  liCr  could  atibrd  tUem  no  oi!i«r  f/roieo- 
tjon. 

Involiiri[nrify,  aa  ii  wtn?,  Mnsplalen  nrmniB  ajid  ihc 
m^t  nwppiyd  In  mi  (Ha  stiitiijn  wttu^h  lutli'jrto  iti^  y 

ro<»nttA^  wHn'^v*tr  Hi  air  iiijmtit  ht\  Kaili  howi'd  ivvit- 
rnilty  UnvMOnf  Ahljoi ;  hijiI  wiuiv  M(uri|:d<m  stu^iru  d 

nhtjiu  to  ipiiJik,  tho  vauthj  iftjkiaij  lawnrtU  rh -a 

Bfitfijriiv.  at  whi  It  rhf?  fir>i*e  Mn^f  rcj{in<«i  rn  ■  r, 

mid  whkh  wjm  ni  iiii>  ««inn  titmi  nMnsidi^Hl  v, .  a 

kiiLiHiinjE,  b<d  hi*  liiiiid  uin\i\  lu*  dii^ipir* 

Tha  Al>bt>»  ('hJtiiijicd  lu  buth  lo  forbcaf  f  '*Prai  j, 
mf  <Mtrr/'  hc#nirJ^*i  li  low  ik»Tift,  bul  whit^h,  b-irjg 
in  II  diS'TiiiU  limy  f mm  {h-^  lumiiUiifin-^uuridft  wiUi- 
imt  fotil<{  Utjilittitn  ulifhisiif  Ih  i.'VrTinmii'Jsi  eh^jtuiiitili ; 
-*  Pen'^Jii,"  117  9-11:1,  myHialLiri  kttfi'  nf^w  Sui>eruir 
of  S lifi r  It  1  r>"'  f  h t rn  wll  rt*t^^  ve  nnrl  rui) I y  to  r htf  grti [ < ^ 
M  a^iHjiJtmtKjrct  nr  (I in  viii^iiU  whu  comt^  to  ctl  s 
bfHU  in*  miulisitimu— Ami  tli^ni  n>^  son,  forlit'ar  I 
olju^^e  i(jir^\  tiij  loiieh  thjrunrtbW  Wt?a,pijni^ifUi§  tho 
pl*?fiiiur'  if  our  pfwipetnei^  tlmi  nwr  shiinc  b«  this  day 
dlc4  crnt'sil  bydiM$tiitif  viuleticvj,  audpcilluled  by  bluod- 
»hi^ldjii^>  bft  it  firjt  I  cbar^o  thtij,  happen  ihrou^h  ihe 
dcoil  of  n.  Caiholic  son  of  ilie  churclk 

Tbo  rtfjtaj  and  knuckin^  ai  thf*  outer  gate  became 
now  evi^rv  njijfri.?nt  iominrt  btiJ  voiraa  wisfa  herird 
wiipari-nif^  ddffiiiniin^  nd!tiittarn>e*  Tbe  Abbatn  with 
dignity^  anti  iiritb  o  ar-p  whic^i  5«vt*n  rli*!  r^m^ir^yni-y  •*[ 
d»nit*?r  fanderad    riffitbpr  fulrcrinf!  nit    m  r\\<\.itr 


I  towarvJ  thi!  p^^rLnl,  and  d^iurkiidud  M  ki\  im,  la 
i  lone  of  Authority^  wlm  it  wi»  itiAt  disuirbi^i  Uii,  t 
WOirihici,  and  whnt  tbpy  desirnil 

Thero  waj  a  Jiiomuni's  sitfU&e,  nnd  Ihon  n  l^^ifd 
Ititj^h  frijrn  i^Uh  mt.  Al  kn^^ili  tt  vutee  ri.'t>liud,  ''  U'e 
lenm  ctumiit^o  into  the  ahuTrbt  urid  wb^ii  tUtjdyor 
wopHmcJ,  you  will  «<>on  seo  who  w*  ar^/' 

"  Bv  whose  nu thorny  do  yon  r^qutm  unifuncc  T* 
•ttd  thtf  F-^itliar. 

"  By  anihrjuiy  of  the  ri^ht  rcveriMid  Lord  Abho(  if 
Uoroasuii,"*  wplial  the  voice  froio  mthout  i  atii,  £hi  a 

*  Wv  liaant  rVurn  no  Ifii*  ittthnf ^t]F  ttivp  iUM  of  Niipn!  "       i- 

iwfitt,  ihnr  tiijitw  }ji  bill'  n  dm  fi*  tigmtwrw?*!!  ih**  ^ulii  ■  i- 

UitwtnpHis  feq»(  If  i*  1  irtiiiiii^in  fnrtn  An*  c<iiri^rrH!  l  r, 

ta  t«ff  nwift  Utar  iliu  vtntir  ^yf  (wwy  4atfn4  nn*  iwcj  ►• 

SM  ItHh  rt     TUWt  Lllit  l>i»'ll1tEifli3ti  to  Nu;!^  hnr/>iii  ^    .          |. 

^liaral  Hh    c,^r.    .  i     r'lit  vrHt4:li  krLi|iira4  UHt  l|fU!»eiM    '  I, 

ur  tiM  n^:    .>  '    I    i»A«  thtr^n  ^iimnioalf  ladnU^  a 

i*<foj4«  n'  111   ••  ■  -  '•  '•'  ill  o1in-i»(  4tLJ  I'ovf^lriA*^    Uv  1 

uiirilf,  |j«ciijj;i_r  'iH  ihr  (XnTtmn  i:jtT>]ip1ic;Ctiiifcli»  thftt  ^'  f 

ptmiM  hcKv  m  r.n.tfFf  MvMreh.il«h  fitwi  tmFH'ihnirfin  i  n  u.  .ri^ 
rffli^Urftlr  itiitt  jH'imM^  tim^ii?',  iMilWr^rtirri^nnil  Pirfrn^ii  .i-*[.i  if 
<;t>ul4  ftrjil  *(y  ih'.'in.  thrv  ru'w^vlNclPM  p*.mnirnd,  iifjim  -I'ItmJ 
*pinii-^t  ■  v»j, .    .^  ^:  '       ■  r  '■■     riiilo  vglfftf,  wIkj,  ii>  fliiu'j«t  nil 

CrtJii    ^  ■  it  lttB-,1  n4«Ulthi»if,  »1|fl  |prlv|3i^is» 

or  pii  ■     ■  i».  w  lio^  uriiip-r  UH*  nmms  of  tli# 

Alif"''  'I'   '  -hup,  cpf  nut  r*rTi«id«rit  of  TwnU^ 

fi«(n*]>ii<4^  III  -  ^u*iM  ipi;s,  uniJup'il  tUa  holy  pFnciMi  bjpftrnp^i'^  \mi 
MriLfrt  ppf  Tii<^  t«er"<l  tilfn^  nmi  tnnt  iii'i»*efliit  irtifu^iM  iwi  ijpfDni 
iif  llti*  rkyfr'H,  tlip  litLlviTon-ncifl  uru><p  cjottr,  a*^art  wtwsrt  Uxcjf 
tjfptarwr  w^t  jnifitiT»t.  Iw  tfit!  \fii\vfom  t-jlpkliilln^ni  wlijcli  tiiuj  al- 
wriji  iifl..p^r,.',i^  i(n,i  4jirTti'TJrni?i  *nrtpyrftjp(!i,  fcpTiiN  ■  nlfMn;  r-pn- 
trait  Fri  Til  '  »' purfivm^int  witli  wUIaH  ih^y  mghtiimi  ■n^  svfhnii 
Attrrn^l,  hv  [irrjurhitm  or  writhlff.  I«  J'T+rv*o'«  ft^T  *f  ITHJ  lJ>ii> 
trifn^*  o**  tri*  eliitrpilt  It  »«ld  wIf  W  €^jiTiEii.fr4  la  Tlip-  ipairujir 
ajPflU^I  U'ilU  tfli^ot"  TlwrimliifKcl,  miri  rjTtnn  4,aiTiirvi1,  r1t«<  wrf»$ 
tioyifl/MrliLrti  ciumflttTp  OmtMr,  E''i^«i?itp.  Ituniidlkt,  ani  't1l..1?^, 

r^^mTMpv^Ll  u'M^in  rtw  b«()  iirrimU  of  i  Ltip  cti-rcr      U  n^rn^     b 

ttHi^rtinii'ii  411  tupih  in^tanp^rii  Imhi  ipntlnaifitijfr*{  n>  «:.■  b 

with  Ui<i  \ntiy.  Nfrri  Mntiwecl  lUrif)  f idfju kuniiTI jr  to  ^r .  r 

ritflfvif  humour  bjr  inclMCJjnt  p(itii»,  fim¥itJ*»[i  tJinr  wo.]  ■  i 

/tni^tny  ifrniuiiuiitiiimi  ctiowflTiitis  ih,-  rcpun^tfttion  of  i^f*  i"  > 
tnum  tf«  w]|iaiifi*eftDi«l  ■uchkq.n  iinmonw  (ahiii  of  frec(e«i- 
Vtie«l  twj#fff 


_    _HlK 

f  IN  Mr^rtM  w  I  rid  J  pJi' 
riui]  fif  h..   .   r 

l>f<ii[|iln    I 


lit  it'if?lrui0i  K«i|:^h  to  tpr^  i 

^\n•f^  linri  ri<4<riiiixii]  In  fp..  f 

i'i.(«i  inufntLfpn  <pf  Ut«hfifi>'ii<  ■   - 

►  nfPMf  rrfvrwiviinMf  II,  1}!^  thnJ  rm^Tii  ii 
r^trffifft  lhp.'ir  utiw  4i*f#fjuil  fwf  tJp« 


I  mir  tfli^  1 L. ,  a,J  '.  vJiPiipt*,  tlt««u<  ^i'ta  *pi»riiof  wni  to 
|la>HriiiArl<::k  frifift  tht^  HnjHLl*  «f  ll|lllt  A«4rvwi,  lo  ciita  titu  lofl 


«r  tlia*  mill's  M^Ufi  wni  ftpiM&^f^ 


the  laugh  which  rollowed,  h  seemed  ^s  if  there  wat 
Bomething  highly  ludicrous  couched  rnidcr  this  reply. 

*'I  know  nol,  and  seek  not  tokii)w,  your  mean* 
ina"  repFied  the  Abbot,  "  since  it  is  probably  a  roda 
on&  But  begone,  in  the  name  of  Ood,  and  leave  hia 
servanis  in  peace  I  speak  this,  as  having  lawful 
authority  to  command  hefe." 

"Open  the  door,"  said  another  rode  voice,  "and  we 
wil!  try  titles  with  you,  Sir  Monk,  and  show  ymi  « 
Superior  we  must  all  obey," 

Break  open  the  doors  if  Re  daffies  any  longer," 
said  a  third,  "and  down  with  the  carrion  monks  who 
would  bar  us  of  our  privilege !"  A  general  shout  fol- 
lowed. "  Ay,  ay,  our  privilege !  our  privilege !  down 
with  the  doors,  and  with  the  lurdane  monks,  if  they 
make  opposition  V* 

The  knocking  was  now  exchanged  for  blows  with 
great  hammers,  to  which  the  doors,  Mrong  as  they 
were,  must  soon  have  given  way.  But  trie  Abbot, 
who  saw  resistance  woiiid  be  vain,  and  who  did  not 
wish  to  incense  thea^^sailnnts  by  an  attempt  at  offer- 
ing it,  besought  silence  earnestly,  and  with  difficnlrr 
obtained  a  hearing.  "  My  children,"  said  he,  "  I  will 
save  you  from  committing  a  great  sin.  The  potter 
will  presently  undo  the  gate— he  is  gone  to  fetch  the 
kevs— mean  time,  I  pray  you  to  conxder  with  yoar> 
selves  if  you  are  in  a  state  of  mind  to  cross  the  holf 
threshold." 

"  Tdly  valley  for  your  papistry !"  was  answered  ftrmi 
without ;  "  we  are  in  the  mood  of  the  monks  vrhen 
they  are  merriest,  and  that  is  when  they  sup  beef- 
brewis  for  len ten-kail.  So,  if  your  porter  hath  noi 
the  gout,  let  him  come  speedily,  or  we  heave  away 
readily.— Said  I  welL  comrades?" 

"  Bravely  said,  and  it  shall  be  as  bravely  done,"  said 
the  multitude;  and  had  not  the  keys  arrived  at  that 
rnoment,  and  the  porter,  in  hasty  terror,  performed 
his  office,  throwing  open  the  great  door,  the  populace 
would  have  saved  nim  the  trouble.  The  instant  he 
had  done  so,  the  affrighted  janitor  fled,  like  one  who 
has  drawn  the  bolts  of  a  floodgate,  and  expects  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  rushing  inundation.  The  monks 
with  one  consent,  had  withdrawn  themselves  behind 
the  Abbot,  who  alone  kept  his  station,  about  three 
yards  from  the  entrance,  snowing  no  signs  of  fear  or 
perturbation.  His  brethren— paruy  encouraged  by  hit 
devotion,  partly  ashamed  to  desert  him,  and  partly 

to  be  daeked  in  a  milldam,  and  oblifid  to  eat  up  hia  para^ 

'  '  IV  ti«'  nmitt^U  wiUi  tli«  rijElAirjiijF  wtiintvicAt  d«- 

tai  I  J.: lain  v,\neh  fini^lf  pltw  in  rlie  m^W"  uf  ftorih- 

wi  IT  v^iT.     |r  nfir^^rf,  Timt  in  P«i*e<iu*»n*»  laf  i 

EMpix'i^r  ni'nmi^  H&f  ^  M«f^x£«iw  B,nd  ilw  fjpitv 
' "»  u  f  >p  I  ctMn  rniin  i^xa  Li^iri  h  nd  t A«Kd  ac^Hi  iwi  tN« 

lai  r . '  r ,  4 s- .' . .  I L Ji  I  (1  f  Hw  i:oi:i  tLi  macf  o  r  t^vf  tn  iJ>  w  UrH? «*i.    WM- 

liaiiH.  Liini^lnnLl!t,  an  apfinlrLtr  or  n^SLrt^r  (&im^4r1iui>  of  tJk9%«p«f 
81  \ri<1rf  viri.  piT#<pfi!''iIfhp'»^  li<i!lffn  I*  t>m  <iame  atlhm  eltiinh 
of  Rt\nliwii:k,  ff^imntiir  tiiiTi  (n  [lUt^lith  tlie  Hiiioaf  the  nrvie* 
of  J."  fti  miw.  IL  vtitin*  thdl  1I|«  iillutt>irarM«  t>r  lJ^a  ciijIIp  wtt 
at  Tint  ihrjntn^-nr^]  m  vUtj  rnvrturrin  tpori  of  fn^ciEiPt  ifift  Ab- 
bot atLTDmndoM.  a  m\HiCirf*nf  hiftljirlk^p  in  wtikh  n  uumio  ptW' 
\ti\fs  wti4  elKnli!>d^  who,  Uk»  th#  Lord  of  M»nik  in  Bnjr^*i^* 
tunii54l  alt  tort  nt  lawful  auttujfbEjr^  anil  ii«rLiciulivigr  tlia  frliurE,!* 
rihini.  iuto  riE||(!itlt).  TNi*  t'mi i r «:htkj  iurap:tn  MitU  hi"  fT'tmn*, 
noTw  ith»lani.1iriii[  uf  rtio  iipj;^ariti>r'q  rhtrtrt^f.fiitj'n**]  thi>i>JiM#«Jt, 
to\ri"li  iM-nn  llHP  iTriniritD'j  o(fir:pr  wtlltin/l  ^ic^ttniinnH  ntfi,  tinif- 
ginL-  hPTEi  to  th«  milt-ijflni  fpq  Hut  mMtih  *ktfl  of  ihs  tmiI*,  dm»^ 

tifiL  iiijrp^i^r^ion,  linn  Atpt^ji  nt  UnnELMn  rKurKMincupti  llltl^. 
Wnlinm  Li!n)|rliinJ*  mteiji  mti  ynt  mOkttfntlr  t}*rhM)H  inid  l)Mf» 
for?  riir<^il  lpi4P  iiui4fArfi4  til  Inyhim  ppn  hit  bm^  Hi  ti»  fTOwam 
anitdurfe  1 1  nil  m  iJiQ  nMiiii  aAhitkriorr  &nd  pvrfort  mnutwn  Tlia 
nofortunaitt  ii[pp«rirur  w%»  iIhuj  eninctiu:i«)<.i  bae\i  to  lim  diar«^ 
wKern^  rur  hn  wfttMUmnat  ttfUir  hii  liAth,  tliH>  toti^^rt  nf  fi,^«)m< 
rmsi;  I  ■if*nr\  w\*ri^  NTn  t-.  pipcw*,  puirl  •Icwp™!  m  m  bwwt  m  wi«  i 
(h(  I;  iif.h.5!  twiniT  ipfirpfstbljf  of  ojpjttion  tls^lt  a  tat^^  pmt^* 

riM  i.i  liut  4irir  Ditiinff,  LRnt^ib]>U  vill-c  c>jii^i«l!irp|  IipmI  Uu 

tot  'U'i  flwuilow  ilMi  vfint.  nivJ  di^FnuwoiJ  bf  llw  Abtnti  of 

Vt  ,  M.  vniU  eitit  eotnfuKiii]>iij  ii-nqf^nrfi,  ihtt  if  nT\f  maH 
•OMt  N  ifnra  hhouM  Jinitci  rfiirlril'  Itso  emitlnniuaw  ipfhi*  i 


lhp]f  tii.huhl  a'  «n*ptf  tJio  mam^  ifnlc/'  if.  »u  ilio  tain«  rua4 

r^  nihi  ){nr|K«i>L  thfl  «crvflnt  of  Lu/d  Ufp^iliAm,  itt  iTiJ 


A  «iiniiar  *etnv>  n^ran  iHttwui  a  m\nnat  nf  Uiv  Uiil^Nifi  m 
Re       -•■'•T^  nihi  ){nr|K«i>L  thfl  «crvflnt  of  Lu/d  Ufp^iliAm,  itt  iTiJ 
f  Sir  Jiilin  i"^UW»iltt,  -ythi^  iht-  Cnnmr  mmi'fit  tb« 
<TH#flr  Ifj  Hit  lit^  eiilBtp^m     Tfi^  rtijilrpfiifl.  ^h4Afi  niTty  M 


oi        !  [hi^iiut^  rniLiniitqi  mottQf  tli^ji^ti  wktieh  may  btiii^ 

tO^x  d  . . irt , ri H i -f  1 .1 1 e  In  »M ril  »a  tsjtt/mU^piLnVT  <J*t,"** I OU  *         «  ^ 

*  HarftM.  Marrr,  air,  la  tkk  imnmMi  paielmMnt  Y 

Bimntr.  Yea,  marrr  la  it 

MBTFaoj.  And  thia  aaal  wail 

Btmner.  It  i«  ao. 

HsfTaoL  If  ttiia  ba  psrefadeat.'tedjhli  p%  waVfjest  ym  lift 
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•Biaratad  by  a  genat  of  dutf— ti^tutied  bt^dillfld  dQ9& 
together,  at  the  back  of  theij-  Superior.  Thc^rt^  wzb  a. 
load  laugh  and  huzza  v/hcn  the  doors  wen?  opert£>d; 
buti  contravy  to  what  migiit  have  btrcri  fjxpscisfi,  no 
erowd 'of  enraged  aasailania  nxahed  inio  uie  church. 
On  thacontrajy,  therewna  h  crvof ''Abnit!— a  halt 
—to  order,  my  maatera !  nnd  let  the  two  reveit^nd 
fiithere  greet  each  other,  a»  be»w  m  j!  r  bem , ' ' 

The  appearance  of  the  crowd  wlio  were  thus  collod 
to  order,  waa  groteiqiie  in  tht;  «xtrem4>.  1 1  was  coin- 
pooed  of  meii,  women,  and  childr^Tu  ludicroualy  cii^^- 
giiioed  inYarioae  habita,  andnreeniniupi  LTOup^f^quttUy 
li^crafied  and  ^teaqjie.  Htre  odg  fellow  witli  d 
horae'a  head  painted  before  him^  nnd  a  tail  bdiuid, 
and  the  whole  covered  with  a  ion^  foot^cloih,  wiiich 
waa  Bupc)08ed  to  hide  th<$  body  of  the  unitiinl,  ambled, 
earaooled.  pranced,  and  plun^^d,  lu  hs  pcrformcHl  tbi< 
eelebrated  part  of  the  hohby-hurse^*  flotiAen  liMuJtd 
to  in  our  ancient  drama;  and  which  fitill  ilourbhen 
on  the  stage  in  the  batth  thm  coii eludes  iihv&^  tm- 
ndy.  To  ri?al  the  addrtas  and  i^^lity  diephyed  hy 
Uiia  character,  another  rjor$i:iniig^  aJvuneud,  ui  the 
more  (brmidable  character  of  a  huj^  drason,  wuh 
gilded  winga,  open  jawa,  ojid  a  ecfirti^t  ron^iSy  cloven 
at  the  end,  which  mad^i  vanoua  otlbrts  U>  arertaku 
and  devour  a  lad,  dressed  di$  thu  Jo^dy  Sabi^a,  dnuiirh- 
ter  of  the  Kin^  of  Egypt,  who  (\ed  before  hi  in;  wFide 
A  martial  Saint  GreorP',  gruteAjiK^y  armed  with  a 
goblet  for  a  helmet,  and  n  sp\i  for  a  Imico,  ^ver  and 
anon  interfiBred,  and  corn;xlJL<l  tbu  mon^ii^r  to  rdui- 
^uiah  his  prey.  A  bear,  n  wolf,  and  one  of  two  oihc>r 
wild  aniinals,  played  their  porta  with  Lhd  diftcreiioti 

•  Thii  exhibition,  the  plnffMm  of  SftotlMtf,  ilood  hifti 
■monf  holydmr  gunbola.    It  mufi  b^^  mn^ruHr  iir|,«4ni.i'it}  fn>m 


the  wooden  cbarcen  which  farnuh  mil  oui 


n  gi\e* 


Bat  oh,  bat  oh.  the  bstibr-hfine  it  forfol  I 


There  !■  a  very  cooiie  MetHr  in  HtnumonL  ami  F1»tc3i«T'i  pint 
Of '*  Womea  Pleeaed,"  wnen  HnEH-on^itfh  ElomUye.  n  puntu. 
eobblvr.  reAnoe  to  duoe  with  tho  hubbr-h^rvc.  Tlien;  wa4 
Braeh  aifllcaltf  and  freat  mrieiy  iu  Llia  natJonf  wlUch  Uio 
bobbj-hone  waa  expected  to  ciihibit. 

The  learned  Mr.  Douce,  whu  ha  a  (roniriibqtrHt  t&  mtiett  bs  the 
■Inatration  of  oar  theatrical  nrnn^ruJ  urt,  hta  jtiv^  u«  n  fiiil  %c- 
ooont  of  this  paftaot,  and  tbo  burlemju^  hunemiuaruj^  which  it 
practiced. 

"The  hobbf-hon*,*  lara  Mt.  Dmicr,  "  wo*  TppnwrmfKl  br  a 
BMn  equipped  with  aa  much  pAit<>bufird  a«  wo*  «i[n'riiiii  (<>  rurm 
tiie  bead  and  hinder  parte  of  i  ^ne.  niu  iiuadmEwrliiE  (l«r<ifii 
beiav  ecMioealed  by  a  lonir  mani:l  e  nr  fira !  rlotti  tJ » m  i  ncmirl  r  tiTiuc^kri^J 
the  goand.  The  former,  on  Hut  f^c:t*&l•^t^,  en^rt^i-d  oil  liii  ikitl 
in  barleaqoe  honemanchip.  In  Syin^iAr»r!>  i\s.y  or  iho  Iaw- 
breakers,  leM,  a  miller  peraomtei  thi:  hoS^b^^iofae,  aniJ  btt^ng 
tncrr  that  the  major  of  ttie  dtr  li  put  ui  romixjtitign  ^i-tbhiin, 
aiclainM,  'Lot  the  mayor  pla;  Mm  Iwbl] -fiunw  anion fh Li  bn^ih- 
Ro,  an  he  will ;  I  hope  our  town  -I  lulii  cur  iv  ^t  Mr  ui  t  a  hnbb^-  harw 
Bave  I  practiaed  mjrreint.  my  crnmrrM,  rji  v  )»Tmn&kt<r«.  my  atnbtiM. 
my  fUaa  trota,  my  anooth  ambit*,  amk  Cantorburr  ^ofM^  ftoii 
ahall  maater  mayor  put  me  biMiclvi  th^  iLobbr-liurw^?  Ho^'e  L 
borroift-ed  the  forehoree  bella,  hit  p\umm,  liiin  bravrriM  i  nay, 
had  hi«  mane  new  thorn  and  frisrlml,  and  «fa^li  !l4«  mavor  {HJt 
■wjlliifke  Uw  hobby-horwr  "-Dopga^s  JSJiuiiMflfiu,  vol  " 


vr; 


pardimeot  and  wax,  or  I  will  miJce  ixircbmefitdf  r»uriJ!m,  and 
beat  your  braina  into  wax.  SirroJi  euniner,  de^paLch-^nvour, 
abrah,  devour. 

Saaiatr.  I  am  my  Lord  of  Roclwitar'i  nniMf  !  I  euw  to  do 
mr  ofRce,  and  thou  ahalt  anawer  it 

yerfool.  Sirrah,  no  railinCn  bitl  WH\^t  tlif^elf  to  thy  toflih. 
Thou  shaft  eat  no  worse  than  thoo  brinceiC  wini  tJim.  Thoa 
brtocBst  it  for  my  lord  ;  and  wilt  tliuti  brmr  mf  Iwil  worse  thaa 
thou  Witt  eat  thyseIfY 

Bawuur.  Sir,  I  brouaht  it  nat  my  lord  to  eat 

Barp9oL  O.do  you  Sir  bm  now  1  Ali't  ona  for  Uiat ;  Ml  maJce 
|oa  eat  it  fbr  brioffinc  it 

SHiMr.  I  cannot  eat  it 

ITanMaL  Can  yoa  not}    '8bU»d,  HI  beat  you  till  rod  >iiva  « 

oosachl  (BuiM  Mim,> 


Btmner.  Oh,  hold,  hold,  gopod  M;.  Sorriiiiimcn  ;  I  wilt  eaML 
SarpooL  Be  champinf,  be  ehewtnc,  vir,  nr  1  will  tJtmw  yim, 
yoa  rofue.    Toofh  wax  is  th«  pur«i  of  the  hnn^y. 
SosMtr.  The  paraatof  the  booeyi^O  LQ?d.  lirt  Qhi  ohi 
U^rpooL  Piiea,   feed;    'tit    whoIeiNiiiA,  rou^it    wlio|#«amt. 
Cannot  yoa,  like  an  honest  iumnrr.  wRJk  wiHi  me  d«vii  your 
brother,  to  fetch  in  your  balMfT*  rtott ,  bat  rm  mutt  cofnd  (4  k 
Bobtomaa'a  hooaa  with  procew  ?    if  t}it  smI  wrn*  bmmd  es  ih# 
.ea4  whioh  ooven  Rockeater  Cliurch  Uiou  iliouMat  sat  iL 
Saauwr.  Oh.  I  am  almost  c1iAk«iJ-l  4tn  »)mEiii  rjidke^  i 
BarpooL    who's  within  thfr^t  ^^ni  you  iJLuna  my  JurdT  li 
there  no  baor  in  the  hoosef   Buikr,  t  n.j. 

Atftsr.    Hera,  here. 

flirjail   Qive  him  bear.  Ttmirli  old  wtwtrp  ikhi  '■  tnit  dry  OMt 
nm  An  «rsvr  J'Mm  OUc«£^,  Act  IL  Bee»  L 
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of  Snog  the  joiner  j  fbr  the  decided  pTetar^nf/MvIiM.b 
tiiev  f  avt  to  the  tise  of  ihtrtr  bind  kj^s,  w:ia  eulftLurit, 
without  Atiy  formal  Htinunc Lotion,  (q  atsmra  the  nva»t 
timorous  apectmora  tbei  th«*y  harj  to  do  with  habUuDJ 
Inpeda  There  wag  a  ^FQup  of  out  law  a,  with  Hi:)bin 
Hood  aud  Little  John  at  tbuiLr  headt— iKe  best  rc-[ptv- 
i?en.tation  oxhil>ited  at  the  time;  and  no  swni  woo- 
der,  Eintiti  inost  of  the  ^ctora  wercj  by  proli^siott^  fhb 
brinish^id  tiieii  and  thicvts  whom  they  prpseutiTl, 
Other  niamneradei^  there  were,  of  a  leaa  inorktri  tk** 
criptioii.  Alen  were  disgyised  as  women,  and  Wiimfn 
a«  men— ehildrtn  wore  tlie  dresa  of  brciI  praple,  nnd 
totttfud  with  crutch -sticks  in  their  hands,  furred 
pwna  on  iHeir  I n tie  back u^  and  caps  on  the  ir  round 

ns  well  at  the  dn?M  uf  children^  Boiiide*  these,  niuny 
hail  ihclr  faccB  pain  U^d,  nnd  wore  tbcir  shina  ovi^  tUa 
the  nst  of  their  dreas',  while  rolourcd  pa^icbouttS  and 
ribundfl  ftintishiHl  out  decora huDS  for  others.  TiioM 
wht>  wantfc-d  §11  ihc«o  propcraei*  blackeJ  tlmt  fn&^ 
and  turned  their  jackets  ixistdti  out^  and  tbua  the 
transmutation  uf  the  whole  usiembly  mtoa«et  of  mad 
grotesque  tnummerB,  wae  at  once  completed. 

The  pause  which  the  moBqueradera  made,  waitinK 
apparently  for  some  per9i>n  of  tho  hjgh^l  authtiratv' 
amongst  ihern,  fiave  thoetr  within  Iho  Abbey  Cbureh 
full  time  iii  obiervc  all  th^^ec  atFUtditi^.  1  hey  were 
at  no  loss  to  comprL'Jiend  their  pur{?<w(5  and  meaning. 

Tew  rfod^rs  i!an  be  ignorant,  il^nt  at  an  esjiy  jh'* 
riod,  and  during  theplen3tiideot"ncrptfwt?r,  fhti  Church 
of  Romu  not  otdy  connived  »Tt  but  cifcn  encotirugrd, 
9uch  saturcaliaa  licensea  aaiha  mbabitania  uf  Keiiua^ 

t  T^o  f^r<«^i^'*fltAUaQ  af  Ttabin  Hood  wss  Oio  di/t^nf  May^tanw 
ham  in  Eii^Und  nml  l^ottand,  end  dmiibUe*^  tliB  favumitv  per- 
iontflcmliijik  mui  tidvu  rpvivcil,  tflMril  tliti  Abtwtt  of  tTiHvitsO«t»  ul 
oiUvT  iirt'ltnr-:'  ntTriJlif ,  ftvo  ua  unuiu&i  ei^|^4>e<  at  hotn»*. 

TJifO  frotpjimnl  cJerg^,  wlm  Lad  foraicrly  ri4iTi«d  siUtAhtitCi 
from  Vtw  tippvtimiiiif*  "mrUirM  tli^aa  mn&tiw  nrlcinb,^  ttinn  mI 
diinaciirMr  Uieir  own  «tlin  arrd  tlw  ncfiruJoDf  Ui«  lnwer  I'tibf^r* 
iiFviritt  UiEi  CatJvjlie  churchy  bv^n  tu  And  lliotp  wlwn  iliiTMi  mir- 
;i(ii*i»  weft!  »ertwd.  niflitfaicoufitL'  ^^Miim^  Aefsriwd  Uiviii  qrni* 
wisJt  lo  ttUGiid  divjrne  wontiip^  uid  difturbed  itie  i^mmsaf  jttlnij 
lii  wliielL  it  can  be  altirndtta  ti?  ndranLaiw.  'the  «l«hiiitei] 
Bijiiiop  JLjiiiHHff  rivT#  A  inarr  «*r*  ac^^cnjfit  of  Uia  manitpr  in 

[>lacc  to  Kfibsn  Hood  sDd  {ii»  fMllowi!T». 

"  1  rime  ptic*  iTtrM^lfa  ridtn^  oa  a  j&imnf  Imin^werd  ftinhi 
Ondcn^iuid  t  mtot  wofd  over  uifht  into  iho  u.mtK  th«i  I  wtmlil 
pftnt't*  tliyrtj  in  Ui«  mumJn^g,  bocoui"!  it  wn»  Ititlniay,  mntt  tni 
iikfjue^lit  j^t  wii  ft  tiaijdftyss  workp,  T\ic  ^rliureh  ttoiid  m  if«y 
\t'ay,  unci  I  lintkc  mr  ItoNc  «n^  tny  cmupetiy;  4jid  wtint  ttitilwr^ 
a  ttifiufiit  r  ttitDuid  iinvp  r^Jimd  ■  rrvat  caini>e«>r  rn  Uw  Etnralt,) 
end  MvUtm  1  camp  ili«n>  tfw  chnr^lr  drxnv  win  r^fl  loefctC  ( 
larTfifd  thcw  Jinlfe  nfl  Jinym  6j>ri  omjic.  At  t«tt  the  fcagt  Wfl» 
r^^.-un*!,  and  43tte  of  ihc  parinU  tMiiCH  tui  irw,  anil  tnifl,— *l4r,  thip 
iiii  bunio  day  wiiU  u#,  wu  cnnnrn  lirar  run  i  it  i«  Bubin  Road*B 
liaj.  TJiH  ]tnn*b  ifw  font'  abrojid  lo  raUicr  Tiif  aohia  Hofid. 
I  prttj  rou  \*;i  riiccn  not?  1  was  ft it>f  there  to  gf^^i  plac«  lo  Unbin 
UaoiL  I  tlioatlu  mf  Torti^t  «li<<qld  bitiv  b«vn  jvfirtleil,  iJum^ ii 
T  were  Kml  [  bni  i(  wtiQld  not  Mtro,  it  wii>  fpin*  lo  fliif  plum 
to  Rfibin  HoDtl'i  men.  It  id  no  taikf  liinf  maLtei-f  tnr  fri»)it4,  ft 
14  a  weuprnp  lEaflcrn  a  h^avii''  rr'Bti'i^  a  bi'iOvi*  rnhttcr,  Kiuuvr 
tti«  I « truce  for  ^nUH^rin;  fm  Kobirt  Itood,  n  Ensftinif,  uitt  n 
thinf,  ID  t<ut  nut  a  pn-acix^r  ;  to  Iwie  \i\*  oflle*  ln«#  culecfnH]  ^ 
lo  inrefcrrs  Robm  Hwij  Uftifii  lh«  mtii{«tFfttioai  of  Oc4>  Wiinl  i 
nn^  Bii  tblii  Ii4th  (^ottia  of  ttrLtirrnr-tiinF  |*r?lBiHL  iTik  rtnim* 
hAtti  (nooh  ilL  i>TavldtrLl  fnr,  tliDt  ic  ItnUi  hud  aiieti  eemipl  B^F* 
fiieiiii  in  il,  to  pwfcr  Bflbiti  Kood  to  God**  wwit''— fidbuy 

UijiCe  Ui0  Enfl<l«li  FraUtftwiti  llnMi  prtAffml  ttia  cniHaw'a 
pnjEisant  to  tlw  [uMchinf  of  itioir  eieaitlmt  Bi«li«r'>  tim  ?"*tM*li 
caJvjniKtjt  r^Horfjr,  with  ilio  Piktb/aEed  JoIib  Ki»d«  altMrltDturt^ 
Oficl  biit){tcl  br  tl>a  a  union  ly  oft  1^0  mn«i«tnULdiof  t;^(iob«rti<i 
wlm  ]>ad  of  lull?  b*pn  clioicn  caetu^ivcljf  n««i  i»ii»  Wrt/.  (iiiiiiij 
31  JTH^Huirtblft  la  control  lim  Tfttfa  ot  ihe  |»ar|iukc^«,  wlHrn  ihi^r 
atiBiniMf^d  to  4f^Tiv«  Vivm  of  n^B  imvildfei  o(  yKnaa^stg  Unit 
li^^.nm  of  BtitJin  Hufld. 

(IMIO  V  V(»on  Ihe  ]nti  diir  of  3vni^  AKTiitialde  Dowf|a»  of 
Kd^I^mdiA.  Pni^o^t  of  iTdr-,  Uoifid  KjrmnuBT  tiii4  Adftmo  rwliar 
loon,  bnilhcf  or  itio  a^unrnii^  t^AUiil  ane  ttjifdiniirp  ttniLDt.  rail  it 
j'tirncm  (Jilfon,  Ink  in  of  bpfoir,  fw  pEr^jfiof  m  If^dr.  wiili  Nihl^n^' 
tlude,  to  Htndtirlr  tli*  UWt  *nd  iml  Inm  la  tin*  kQuwIt^^o  *if  anv 
nif  jriic  f|lkt  rtij  hiiUI  f  li-ctn  of  >&rr  ftvoran*^  tiuba  vriUt  mlitut 
d«EiberfttiDOTi  iwrvdeninit  bim  to  too  ham n  for  re  ift'd  errimi. 
And  tbo  dfiaccin*  nf  re  Cf»fti«iH5n  ftuMntf  viToart,  maM  trr^t 
nj\i%tnuii»  at  p*^  bamtlj  of  yv  viud  urovopit  and  hoLU^uk,  uoii  »\i^ 
fL-«]Uirit  JuHn  Knoi^  rniniilvr,  foi  twclifwing  of  luntoU,  tti  ■■ii^t- 
fjoid  j'i!  rArrmjoqn  of  him,  vnto  jti  i^fue  ynj  phI*!  nlvi^ rti?ii  ntf 
LcirJ  thakc  i'txifof.  And  Jflll^  if  it  wm  bi»  iuprnd  anri  wiJI  V4t 
h«  ihould  bo  diiiKmil  vjioun,  to  #dNl  iJtaeonii  urtd  (^rftjDWM  C 
fi lit! Hid  contnt'  l>((n  mit*^  MUlia  anttforilH  y*t  rai  cold  ii«  w«r 
Ft'jEitj'  TV  ^xticqtkjiin  of  jiutica.  UuluD  ]r«  ttniB  of  t*  ahi^ 
p{pu»  tniii]6  liaiiiftor  mtTroaeliit,  and  jtjli  ra  baxij 
to  ro  jibhai  wjili  v«  i«ji)ur,  rpcmH  fi  QJk  rh  * 
p^ould  [nif(?  hi*fia  lian^t,  -  -  -       --^  - 


t^ildr^f,  4|ylii  wj^i  pat  lo  fff 
»id  aobcM  |liid4  '■  ptOfUt  i 


cufUMlafd 
It  nalip^ 

■••  ■^:::^T'^-^'  ^^"*  "■*^^' J'^*  ""'^ 
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qufmir  nni!  the  neighbourhood  had  now  in  hand,  nnd  I  viniFiic  divine— were,  in  tunu  ronipe11«*d  togivr  plact 
iliut  ihe  vulgnr,  on  r<iich  occa8ion»,  wcmnot  only  per-  I  to  those  jocular  persi^nages,  the  Pope  of  Foula,  thf 
niiiti-dbutcncournccd,  hyanunihcroffianiMj^,  some-  I  Boy  Bishop,  and  the  Abbot  of  Unreason.* 
tiiniiS  puerili^  nnd  liidicrrHift,  sAmctimen  inrimond  and  '  It  was  the  latter  personage  who  now,  in  full  o^ 
profane,  to  indrninifv  thenisf.'Ivcs  for  the  privations  tume,  made  h\«  approach  to  the  great  door  of  th« 
nnd  p.iianasiinposi'd  on  them  at  other  Rcnson?.   But,    Church  of  St.  Mar>''8,  accoutred  in  such  a  manner 


of  all  other  lopi«:8  fi)r  burlesciue  and  ridicule,  the  ritea 
and  ccTenioiiia!  of  the  church  itself  were  most  frc- 
«iU(  ntly  rt.s.irt«;d  to;  and.  sirange  to  say,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  clergy  tliemsclves. 

While  the  hiorarrlfy  flourished  in  fiill  plorj',  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  dreadtd  the  consiquencts  of  Huf- 
f«  ririjr  the  people  to  become  »)  irreverently  familiar 
\vi th  things  sacred ;  they  then  ima;;ined  the  laify  to 


ns  to  form  a  caricature,  or  practical  panidy,  on  tha 
costume  and  attendants  of  the  real  Superior,  whum 
he  came  to  beard  on  the  very  day  of  hij«  installation, 
in  the  pneence  of  his  clerg\',  and  in  the  rhanceJ <^ 
his  church.  The  mock  diunitar>'  was  a  stout -nisdi 
under-sized  fellow,  whose  tliick  squab  fonn  had  bern 
rendered  crott'sque  by  a  supplemt-ntal  paunch.  wtH 
stuffed.    He  wore  a  mitre  ot  leather,  with  the  fn^nt 


be  niucn  m  tlie  condition  of  q  labourer's  horse,  which  [  like  a  grenadi(>r*s  cnp,  adorned  with  mock  embroi- 
<io':8  not  submit  to  the  bridle  and  the  whip  with     '  -j^-  •         ^.         «,. 

f;n  ai<"r  reluetnnce,  because,  at  rare  intenals,  he  is 
allowed  to  frolic  at  lar^*  in  nis  pasture,  and  thnj;  out 
his  lirtls  in  clumsy  gambols  at  the  master  who  u.<u- 
uliy  drivis  hini.  liui,  when  times  clffcnfre<I— when 
lioubl  of  I  he  Woman  Catholic  doctrine,  and  hatred  of 
Their  pricsiliood,  had  possessed  the  reformed  party, 
the  cUrgjy  discovered,  too  late^  ihat  no  small  incon- 
vuiieneu  arost^  from  the  established  practice  of  Rames 
c!id  nurry-makinKs,  in  which  they  ilumselves,  and 
nil  thry  hclfl  most  Mcred,  wtre  made  the  subject  of 
riuiculi-.  Ir  then  became  obvious  to  duller  politicians 
than  die  Koini.sh  churchmen,  that  the  same  actions 
have  a  very  d:tli.rent  tendency  when  done  in  the  spiui 
of  sarcnstrc  insoli^nce  ond  liatrul,  than  when  act(d 
merely  in  exuberance  of  rude  and  uncontrollable  spi- 
rits. Thrv,  ibirefDre,  thoufrh  of  the  latest,  endea- 
voured, where  they  hail  any  remaining  influence,  to 
diircourapc  the  renewal  of  thete  indecorous  festivities. 
In  this  particular,  the  (-atholii:  clerg>'  were  joined  by 
most  ot  the  reformed  preachers,  who  were  more 
sliofkcd  at  the  profanity  and  innnoralitv  of  many  of 
tht*e  exhibitions,  than  di.-poai.d  to  profit  bv  the?  ridi- 
culous lii.'hl  in  which  they  plactn  the  Ohurch  of 
Rome,  and  her  observances.    But  it  was  Ion, 


dery,  and  trinkets  of  tin.  This  surmounted  a  visae^ 
the  nose  of,  which  was  the  most  prominent  finiure. 
bein^  of  unusual  size,  and  at  least  k«  richly  gemmed 
as  his  head-»ar.  His  robe  was  of  buckram,  and  hj 
cop<;  of  canvass,  curiously  painted,  and  cut  into  eprt 
work.  On  one  shoulder  was  fixed  the  paintefl  fifxn 
of  an  owl;  and  he  bore  in  iho  richt  hand  fainpae- 
toral  srafli  and  in  the  left  a  small  mirror  havmp  i 
a  handle  to  it,  thus  ns«'mblin^  n  cekbrated  je«;er, 
whosm  adventures,  translated  into  English,  wereub:- 
lom  extremely  fjopular,  and  which  may  still  be  prunind 
in  black  letter,  for  about  one  sterlins;  ponnd  per  UzL 
The  attendants  of  this  moek  di£rnitar>'  nad  thtir 

f>rorM.T  drefises  and  iquipa^e,  bearing  the  same  bar- 
csque  rf'semblance  to  the  orticors  of  the  Consent 
which  their  lea'Ier  did  to  the  Surxrior.  The>-  fu:- 
lowwl  thtir  leader  in  regular  procei>sion,  and  the  rrait- 
ley  characters,  which  nad  waiti-d  his  amval,  now 
crowded  into  the  church  in  his  train,  shouiinn  as  they 
came,—"  A  hall,  a  hall !  for  the  venernblc  Fa:i.-.r 
HowIeKla.s,  the  learned  Monk  of  Misrule,  and  the 
Kidit  IJeverend  Abbot  of  Unreason!" 

The  discordant  minstrelsy  of  every  kind  renewed 
its  din;  the  ()oys  .«hrieked  nnd  howled,  and  the  nitn 
lau^he<l  and  hallooed,  nnd  the  women  giggled  and 
sf.n  ained,  and  the  beasts  roared,  and  the  crasi'ii 
walUpe«l  and  hissetl,  and  the  hobby-horse  m:gh«!, 


— -,  -    _ ^  ere 

th«.'St>  scandalous  nnd  iiiiiiioral  sports  could  be  abro- 

fZTiitd  ;— the  rude  multitude  continued  attached   to  . , 

il:.ir  favourite  pasiimes;  and,  Iwth  in  England  and  pranced,  and  capered,. and  the  rest  frisked  and  to- 
iSeoi land,  the  mitre  of  the  (.-alholic— the  roehet  of  the  lieke;!.  clashinjj  thrir  hobnailed  shoos  agnin*:  if.e 
nforimti  bishop— and  the  cloak  and  band  of  the  Cal- 1|  pavement,  till  it  sparkled  with  the  uiarlTa  of  iher 
ri-.  pn«t  to  w'opf.-iniii,  and  vni  lirak  down  ye  wild  jitibnt,  ami  yan  \  ^^neriretic  caprioles.  >.   ■ ,.     ,  ,    -        . 

riiitrit  >«.>  Mid  pr»\uKt,  baiiin-H.  and  Aifvr.  Gutiino,  in  >•'  f.ii>i }  Jt  was,  in  nne,  a  sccne  of  ndiculous  connision.  ^iitX 
AivMimicr's  writinir  iiuiiii.  an-i  held  >anm  ynirin ;  ami  vairufter '  d»:  aft  lied  the  ear,  made  the  cycs  cdddv,  and  must  hare 
pa*i  to  ye  toU.uyt,  aud  b.-raui.  the  _wiMi>iie  wus  *ioiket.. ami    altopeiher  Htunm.d   any  indifferent'  sptc:ator;   :fae 

moiiks,  whom  personnl  apprehension  and  a  «ie- 
sciousness  that  much  of  the  popular  enjoyment  arwe 
from  the  ridicule  beini;  directed  against  them,  were, 
monrovfr.  little  comforted  by  the  reilc-etion,  tba; 
bold  in  their  ditsgui.oe.  the  mummers  who  whoo;^ 
and  capered  arouhd  them,  niicht,  on  slight  provocs- 
tioii,  turn  their  jest  into  earnest,  or  at  least  procted  to 
those  practical  pit nsnn tries,  which  at  all  time^anjc 
so  naturally  out  of  the  frolicsome  and  mischiev-ttf 
disposition  of  the  populace.  Th'?v  looked  to  thr-' 
Abt)ot  amid  the  tumult,  with  such  looks  aslancnnea 
cast  upon  the  pilot,  uhen  the  storm  is  at  the  h:;!hi5t 
—looks  which  express  that  they  are  devoid  of  ill 
hoi-e  arising  irom  iliiir  own  exertions,  and  not  wfv 
eoiifident  in  any  success  likely  to  attend  those  cf 
their  Palinurus. 

The  Ablwt  himself  seemed  at  a  stand;  hefclt  iw 
fear,  but  he  was  s*neible  of  the  danger  of  exprtwr^ 
his  rising  indignation,  which  he  was  scarcelv  abk  '.o 
su|>rrt:sa.  He  hiade  a  gesture  with  his  hand  as  if  ctir- 
mnnding  silence,  wh'ch  was  at  first  onlv  ivplied  to  ty 
redoubled  shouts,  and  r)eals  of  wild  laughter.  H'hn. 
liowever,  the  same  motion,  nnd  as  nearly  in  the  mc< 
manner,  had  hem  made  bv  Howle|r]as,  it  was  unine- 
diately  oU'yed  by  his  riotous  companion^  uho  ex* 
pecud  fresh  food  for  mirth  in  the  conversation  Inwai 
the  real  and  mock  Abl)Ot,  luiving  no  small  contliciKe 
in  the  vulgar  wit  and  impudence  of  their  leader.  Ac- 
cordingly,  they  began  to  shout,  "To  it,  fatheT»-» 
It!'  — ; Fight  monk,  fight  madcap— Abbot  ogain** 
Abbot  is  fair  phiy,  and  so  is  reason  against  uniutfdO. 
and  malice  against  monkery !" 
"Silence,  my  mates!"  said  Howlcglas,  "cidbo- 
*  Frwi  Uie  intsreatiiif  novel  cniitled  i 


fkn!<uwnyoH  mid  gfit  tlii>  k«.-ye4  thairor.  thai  brake  titu  nhul  to; 
I'Uiih  d'tro  uiih  ttirire  hnrb**ri«,  |ier  forco,  (tlie  ^aid  pro\'->-(  nnd 
b.'iillin«|i|.-k.tml  tjiiiiron.)  and  n<it  unlic  ]<ut  Ihar  (hn  *aid  Gillumo 
lo  fii-donic  nnd  hlti'rtif.  umt  bnirtit  him  furlli  of  iho  siiid  tolliuit, 
hoi  al-'ia  till'  ronmncnt  ;>«rr»onarii>  U'lnir  tlinirintill ;  and  tliij> 
dnnf.  I\v6  Mid  vml'liMiMMi'ii  nervundii,  uiUi  tho  Mid  condumpnit 
rfinionar,  |>a.<t  diMin  to  the  Ncihcrltow,  to  have  past  furih 
tii.iirat :  hwt  t>craus  the  Kiinync  uji  their  cominf{  thairto  wt-ii 
cUt^i,  fhni  piint  \p  asane  flic  Hie  utrcil  of  the  cnid  bourplio  to 
Iho  i.'n.Hii'llhill.  ami  in  tliii»  nH'iK-tyiiie  the  unidit  proveiit  and 
tniilifh  niiii  ihuir  a»«<iiitiiriH  b«tin>  in  thi>  writtinff  builli  ofthc  Miid 
A'.oxT.  (iuMiric,  pcHt  and  en  tori  I  in  (ho  Niid  tolbuyt,  and  in  (he 
M-<!  ^■;namI•fM  p  umi^  vp  the  (lie  rireit,  then  Mchotc  fuMii  thair- 
ut  nt  thiinie  aim  ditp,  and  hurt  ane  wrvaiid  o(  thn  Hid  rluldrr. 
Tiiu  beinv'  dune,  thuir  uei  nathimr  vihir  but  (lie  one  |>arlie 
f "i.udniid  nut  nnd  caiiond  pinneii  Ciirth  of  (lie  raid  tolbuyt, mid 
thr  \i.hi-r  I  ;iirtie  *'rhutoand  hapbutdi  in  Uio  Mime  ajrano.  Ai.d 
■lia  the  cruriii'inen'ii  hcrtandif.  aboiiu  wriiten,  held  nnd  inch):.it 
•li**  «nid  {iruifi^t  nnd  baiUie*  CfHitinowaliie  in  (lie  Miid  lolburdi. 
Irni>  rhrre  houri«  rnernoiie,  fpihill  uu(;ht  liouri*  at  even,  and  tin 
niiin  of  the  nid  town  preiiMt  lu  n;lic\e  thair  »aid  pro%ei(  and 
hftiiiifii.  And  than  ihni  ifoiid  to  (he  inui^leM  of  the  Ca-tit;!!,  to 
ran*  tham  if  tliai  myi'ht  Htnv  the  »Hid  wrvnndis,  (|uha  maid  aiie 
iii.'ir:«'t  (o  (io  (lit-  t>ainp,  hot  thai  rould  not  brintr  the  umn  to  ai>e 
Aiisll  fmi.  tfttr  the  luiid  riorvandR  wold  on  nowayeit  utay  fra,  guhill 
thai  had  rKV«'iitfit  the  hurtinr  of  one  of  them;  and  thaireltir  the 
e4i<i«(abUf  of  tli«  raateil  come  down  thairi'm.aDd  he  with  tlie  «/tid 
mhisti-m  trcatit  Ih<iwii  Um:  Mid  piie«in  IhiHmanncr :— That  ilie 
ntiii  provuwt  and  bailtien  mil  remit  tn  the  kaid  craduolnlder,  all 
ortii.un.  rrymr>.  andoflt'ii*  thai  Uiai  had  rommittilaffoiM>ii  thuiiie 
In  any  lyir.'^  bytniiic;  and  l>and  and  oblokt  thame  never  to  pur- 
•pw  them  ihainor ;  and  al*  commandit  tlieir  inaiatem  (o  renauc 
them  uvnim*  in  ihn.'r  vervirek,  an  Ihai  did  befoir.  Ami  this  bciny 
fmiriaiiiit  at  the  mrrrat  rnM«,  thai  tiralit.  and  (lie  laid  provewt 
mid  l>HiHii>ii  come  fiirth  of  the  Mme  lolbouylh."4icc  Sn\  &c. 

John  KiHix,  who  writeii  at  larre  ujion  this  tumult,  inform*  u« 
it  wu  Hillamed  by  the  deaecn*  or  rraftn,  wiio.  reMntimr  the 
■apcrinriiv  uwunivd  over  them  hy  Um  maeittrate*,  would  yield 
no  MMiiir.inro  to  put  down  the  tunifilL  "Thcj  will  be  marn** 
iniie*  alone,"  i>aid  Iho  recniant  dearont,  "e'en  let  them  rule  the 
pniiutaro  alone ;"  and  accordiorly  tiiey  pa>iud  quietly  to  take 
Aetr  Jhur'ko%.r»  pennf,  and  left  the  marii>lnitp«  to  help  them- 
*ttlriv  A"  ther  rould.  Alany  perionfl  were  I'xcomniunirnied  for 
««iM  uutmmf.  and  ooi  adiui  t  fdio  rhurati  w\  auom  MiX  \k«ty  WmI 


Om».SV«1 


laqsABBef. 


two  kvnod  Ftthertof  tlu»  ChQsqh  hold  oonunmuon 
together,  but  you  must  come  here  with  your  bear-gar- 
dm  whoop  and  halloo,  as  ifyouxvere  hounding  forth  a 
naatmupon  a  mad  bull  1  I  say,  silence !  aodlet  this 
learned  Father  and  I  con&r,  touching  matters  afbct- 
Sng  our  mutual  state  and  authority." 

^  My  children"-^said  Father  Ambrose. 

**  Aty  childcen  too,— «nd  happy  childr<ea  they  are!" 
said  his  burlesque  counteq)art  t  "many  a  wise  child 
knows  not  its  own  father,  and  it  is  well  they  have 
two  to  choose  betwixt" 

**  If  thou  hast  aught  in  thee,  save  'scoffing  and  rib- 
aldry," said  the  real  Abbot,  **  permit  me,  for  thine 
own  soul's  sake^  to  speak  a  few  words  to  these  mis- 
gnided  men."* 

**  Aught  in  me  but  scoffing,  tay'it  thou?"  retorted 
iho  Abbot  of  Un^-eason ;  ''  why,  reve^nd  brother,  I 
have  all  that  beoomes.inme  offi.ce  at  this  time  a-day-7 
I  have  beeC  ale^  and  brandy- wine,  with  other  condi- 
tnentsnot  worth  mentioning;  and  for  speaking,  m.an 
— ^why,  speak  away,  and  we  will  have  turn  about,  like 
lu>iiest  fellows." 

During  this  discussion  the  wrath  of  Magdalen 
Gisme  oad  risen  to  the  uttermost^  she  approached 
the  Abbot,  and  placing  herself  by  lus  side,  said  in  a 
WW  and  yet  distinct  tone^"  Wake  and  arouse  thee, 
FatHer— the  sword  of  Saint  Peter  is  in  thy  hand— 
strike  and  avenge  Saint  Peter's  patrimony!  Bind 
them  in  the  chains,  which,  being  riveted  by  the 
church  on  earth,  are  riveted  in  Heaven" 

"  Peace,  sister !"  said  the  Abbot  9  '*  let  not  their  mad- 
ness destroy  our  discretion— I  pray  thee,  peace,  and 
let  me  do  mine  office.  It  is  the  first,  periaid venture  it 
may  be  the  last  time,  I  shall  be  called  on  to  dis- 
charge it" 

" Nav,  my  holy  brother  V*  said  Howloglas,  "I  rede 
you,  take  the  holy  sister's  advice— never  throve  con- 
vent without  woman's  counsel." 

"  Peace,  vain  man  1"  aaid  the  Abbot ;  "  and  you,'  my 
brethren" 

"Nay,  nay!"  said  the  Abbot  of  Unreason,  "no 
fl|>eakitig  to  the  lay  oeople,  until  you  have  conferred 
witli  your  brother  01  the  cowl  I  swear  by  bell,  book, 
and  candle,  that  not  one  of  my  congregadon  shall 
listen  to  one  word  you  have  to  say:  so  you  had  as, 
well  address  yourself  to  me  who  wilL'' 

To  escape  a  conference  so  ludicrous,  t^e  Abbot 
a^in  attempted  to  appeal  to  what  respectful  feelings 
might  yet  renuun  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hal* 
idome,  once  so.  devoted  to  their  spiritual  Superiors. 
Alasl  the  Abbot  of  Unreason  had  only  to  flourish  his 
mock  crosier,  and  the  whooping,  the  hallooing^  and 
the  dancing,  were  renewed  with  a  vehemence  which 
-would  have  defied  the  hmgs  of  Stentor. 

"And  now,  my  mates,"^said  the  Abbot  of  Unrea- 
•00,  "one*  again  dight  your  gabs  and  be  hushed— 
let  us  see  if  the  Cock  of  E^ennaquhair  will  fight  or  flse 
thepiL" 

There  was  again  a  dead  silence  of  expectation,  of 
which  Father  AxK^ufBe  availed  himself  to  address 
his  antagonist,  seeuS  plainly  that  he  could  gain  an 
audience  on  no  other  terms.  "Wretched  man!" 
Baki  he^  "  hast  thou  no  better  employment  for  thy 
carnal  wit,  than  to  employ  it  in  leading  these  blind 
and  helpless  creatures  into  the  pit  of  utter  darkness  T' 

"Truly,  my  brother,"  repIiedHowlegUs,  "lean  see 
little  difference  betwixt  your  employment  and  miae, 
save  that  yon  make  a  sermon  of  a  jest,  aad  I  make  a 
jest  of  a  sermon." 

"Unhappy  beicf^"  said  the  Abbot,  "w^o  has  no 
better  subject  of  pleasantry  than  that  which  should 
make  thee  tremble— 00  sounder  jest  than  thme  own 
mn»t  and  no  better  objects  for  laughter  than  those  who 
can  absolve  thee  from  the  guilt  of  them !" 

"Verily,  my  reveren^  brother,"  said  the  mock  Ab- 
bot, "  what  you  say  might  be  true,  iJ^  in  laughfaig  at 
hypociitea,  I  meant  to  laugh  at  reCgion.— 0,  it  is  a 
predocis  thing  to  wear  a  long  dress,  with  a  girdle  and 
a  cowl— we  become  a  holy  oillar  of  Mother  Church, 
and  a  boy  must  not  play  at  ball  against  the  walls  for 
fear  of  breakmg  a  painted  window !" 

**  And  will  you,  my  fiienda,"  said  the  Abbot,  k>oking 

round  and  speaking  with  a  vehemence  which  secured 

"  him  t  tnuiiiiil  tadieDce  for  some  time,-^  will  you. 


— fHfrr  %  BToCaiia  bwBbpiL  wiAni  w0  irvy  chmwi  ok 
GooT  to  insult  his  mimstersT^Many  of  you— all  d 
you,. perhaps— have  lived  under  my  holy  predecessors 
who  were  called  upon  to  rule  in  this  church  where  I 
am  called  upon  to  sufler.  If  you  have  woridly  goods, 
they  are  their  jrift ;  and,  when  you  scorned  not  to 
accept  better  girts- the  mercy  and  forgiveness  6f  the 
Church— were  thqr  not  ever  at  your  command  ?— did 
we  not  pray  while  you  were  jovial— wake  while  you 
sl«)tr' 

^  Some  of  the  good  wives  of  the  Halidome  weie 
wont  to  say  so^"  said  the  Abbot  of  Unreason ;  but  his 
iest  met  in  this  instance  but  slight  applause,  and 
Father  Ambrose^  having  gained  a  moment's  atten- 
tionjbastened  to  improve  it. 

I*  What  r'  said  he ; "  and  is  this  grateful— is  it  s^mly 
—is  it  honest— to  assail  with  scorn  a  few  old  men» 
from  whose  predecessors  you  hold  a|l,  and  whose 
only  wish  is  to  die  in  peace  among  these  frai^ents  of 
what  was  once  the  light  of  the  land,  and  whose  daily 
prayer  is.  that  they  may  he  removed  ere  that  hour 
comes  when  the  last  spark  shall  be  extinguished,  and 
the  land  leQ  in  the  darkness  whleh  it  nas  chosen 
rather  than  ught  ?  We  have  not  turned  against  yoti 
the  edge  of  the  spiritual  sword,  to  revenge  our  tempo- 
ral persecution ;  the  tempest  of  your  wrath  hath  de- 
spoiled us  of  land,  and  deprived  us  almost  of  our  daily 
food,  but  we  have  not  rspakl  it  with  the  thunders  of 
excommunication,— we  only  pray  jrour  leave  to  Uve 
and  die  within  the  church  which  is  otu:  own,  invoking 
God,  Our  Lady,  and  the  Holy  Saints,  to  pardon  your 
sins,  and  oar  own,  undisturbed  by  scmril  buffi>onery 
andblaq)hemy." 

This  speech,  so  different  in  tone  and  tenninatk>n 
from  that  which  the.crowd  had  expected,  product  an 
eiiect  upon  their  feelings  unfavourable  to  the  proseco- 
Uon  of  their  frolic.  The  morrice-dnncers  stood  still— 
the  hobby-horse  surceased  his  capering— pipe  and 
tabor  were  mute,  and  "silence,  like  a  heavy  cloud," 
seemed  to  descend  on  the  late  noisy  rabble.  Several 
of  the  beasts  were  obviously  moved  to  compunction; 
the  bear  could  not  restrain  bis  sobs,  tmd  a  huge  fox 
was  observed  to  wipe  his  eyes  with  his  tail.  But  in 
especial  the  dragon,  lately  so  formidably  rampant, 
now  relaxed  the  terror  of  his  ckws,  uncoiled  his  tre- 
mendous rings,  and  grumbled  out  of  his  fiery  throat 
in  a  repentant  ton&  By  the  mass,  t  thought  no  harm 
in  exercising  our  old  pastime,  but  an  I  had  thought 
the  apod  Father  wouJd  have  taken  it  so  to  heart,'! 
would  as  sooa  have  played  your  devil  as  your  dragon." 

In  tMs  momentaiy  pause,  the  Abbot  stood  amongst 
the  miscellaneous  and  grotesque  forms  by  which  ^e 
was  surrotmded,  triumphant  as  Saint  Anthony,  m 
Callot's  Temptations  s  out  Howleglas  would  not  so 
resign  his  purpose. 

"And  how  now,  my  masters !"  said  he;  "is  this 
&ur  play  or  no  7  Have  you  not  chosen  me  Abbot  of 
Unreason,  and  is  it  lawful  for  any  of  you  to  listen  to 
common  a^se  to-day  7  Was  I  not  formally  elected 
by  you  in  solemn  chapter,  held  in  Luckie  Martip's 
change-house,  and  will  you  noAv  desert  me,  and  give 
up  your  old  pastime  and  privilege  7 — Play  out  the 
play— and  he  that  speaks  the  next  word  of  sense  or 
reason,  or  bids  us  think  or  consider,  or  the  like  of 
that,  whbh  befits  not  the  day,  I  will  have  him  so- 
lemnly ducked  in  the  mill-dam  f* 

The  rabble,  mutable  as  usual,  huxxacd,  the  pipe  and 
tabor  struck  up,  the  hobby-horse  pranced,  the  beasts 
roared,  and  even  the  repentant  dragon  hmn  again 
to  coil  up  his  spires  and  prepare  himself  for  nesh  gam- 
bols. But  the  Abbot  might  have  stili  overcome,  by 
his  eloquence  and  his  entreaties,  the  malicious  designs 
of  the  revellers,  hiul  not  Dame  Magdalen  Graeme 
given  loose  to  the  indignatbn  which  she  had  long 


^*  ScoflTers,"  she  said,  ^ftnd  men  of  Belial— Blas- 
phemous heretic^  and  truculent  tyrants"— 

"Your  patienoB.  my  sister,  I  entreat  and  I  com- 
mand yoal"  saui  the  Abbot;  "let  me  do  my  dutv^ 
disturb  me  not  in  mine  office  f* 

But  Pame  Magdalen  contmued  to  giunder  fona 
her  threats  in  the  name  of  Popes  and  Cooncils,  and 
in  the  name  of  evefv  Samtt^from  S^i^  Mirniat 
downward.  -g.— -y      ^^^ 


t*M  Alttt04*. 


ICniF,  X^. 


"Wjr  comrades  r*  «afd  the  Abl>ot  ^of  trmeasoo, 
••  this  Rood  d^me  hath  not  spoke  a  mnrie  word  of 
reason,  and  therein  may  esteem  herself  w&e  flwn  the 
law.  But  what  she  spoke  was  meant  for  reason. 
an(|,  therefore,  unless  she  confesses  and  avoacfaes  all 
which  she  has  said  to  bo  nonsense,  it  shall  pass  for 
such,  so  far' as  to  inctir  the  penalty  of  our  statutes.— 
Wherefore,  holy  dame,  piUrim,  or  abbess,  or  what- 
evc»thoti  art,  be  mute  with  thy  mummery  or  beware 
the  niill-dain.  We  will  have  neither  spiritual  nor 
temporal  scolds  in  oar  Diocese  of  Unreason  P* 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  extended  his  hand  towards 
the  old  woman,  white  his  followers  shouted, "  A  doom 
—a  doom  t**  and  prepared  to  second  his  pmpose,  when 
lo !  it  was  suddenly  frustrated.  Roland  Orseme  had 
witnessed  with  indignation  the  insults  offered  to  his 
old  spiritual  preceptor,  bjit  yet  had  wit  enough  to  re- 
flect he  could  render  him  no  assistance,  but  might 
well,  by  ineffective  interference,  make  matters  worse. 
But  when  he  saw  his  aged  relative  m  danger  of  per- 
sonal violence,  he  gave  way  |o  the  natural  impetu- 
osity of  his  temper,  and,  stepping  fbr^vard,  struck  his 
poniard  into  the  body  of  the  Abbot  of  Unreason, 
whom  the  blow  instantly  prostrated  on  the  pavement 


CHAPTER  XV. 

At  when  in  t^vlti  riw  the  ifnobto  crowd, 
Mftd  «re  their  motioM,  ai)d  their  tonftiee  an  knui. 
And  stooee  and  Imuide  in  ratUinc  ftirjr  tj. 
And  ail'  the  nieUe  anna  w^ioh  Airy  ean  nipfiT" 
'rhon  if  some  grave  and  pious  man  appear, 
Thej  hush  their  noise,  and  lend  a  liatenincear. 

DtTon's  VirgU. 


A  DBEAPFUL  shout  of  vcngcance  was  raised  bj  the 
revellers,  whose  sport  was  thus  so  fearfully  inter- 
rupted ;  but,  for  an  instant,  the  want,  of  weapons 
amongst  the  multitude,  as  weU  as  the  inflamed  fea- 
ture»  and  brandished  poniard  of  Roland  OFoeme,  kept 
them  at  bay,  whiU  'ne  Abbot,  horror-struck  at  the 
violence,  implored,  with  uplifted  hands,  pardon  for 
bloodshed  committed  within  the  sanctuary.  Mag- 
dalen Gramme  alone  expressed  triumph  in  the  blow 
her  descendant  had  dealt  to  the  scofler,  mixed,  how- 
ever, with  a  wild  and  anxious  eirpression  of  terror  for 
her  grandson's  safety.    "  Let  him  perish,"  she  said, 

.  **  in  his  blasphemy— let  him  die  on  the  holy  pavement 
which  he  has  insulted !" 

But  the  rage  of  the  multitude,  the  crief  of  the  Ab- 
bot, tlie  exultation  of  the  enthusiastic  Magdalen,  were 
all  mistimed  and  unnccessaiy.  Howlegias,  mortally 
wounded  as  he  was  supposed  to  be,  sprung  alertly  up 
from  the  floor,  calling  aloud,  ^'A  miracle,  a  miracle, 
my  masters!  as  brave  a  miracle  as  ever  was  wrought 
m  the  Kirk  of  I^ennaqubair.— And  I  chan^  vou,  my 
masters,  as  your  lawfally  chosen  Abbot,  that  you 
touch  no  one  without  my  command— You,  wolf  and 
bear,  will  guard  this  pragmadc  youth,  but  without 
hurtmg  him— And  you,  reverend  brother,  will,  with 
your  comrades,  wiihdhiw  to  vour  .cells ;  tor  our-con- 
(ierence  has  ended  like  all  conferences,  leaving  each  of 
his  own  mind,  as  before ;  and  if  we  fight,  both  you, 
and  your  brethren,  and  the  Kirk^  will  have  the  worst 
On't— Wherefbre,  pack  up  your  pipes  and  begone." 

The  hiibbub  was  begmniog  again  to  awaken,  but 
still  Father  Ambrose  nesitatSd,  as  uncertain  to  what 
path  his  duty  called  him,  whether  to  face  out  the 
present  storm,  or  to  reserve  himself  for  a  better  mo- 
ment. His  brother  of  Unreason  observed  his  difficulty. 

'  and  said,  in  a  tone  more  natural  and  less  affected 
than  that  with  which  he  had  hitherto  sustained  his 
character,  "We  came  hither,  my  good  air,  more  m 
mirth  than  in  mischief— otu*  bark  a  w,OTse  than  our 
bite— and,  especially,  we  mean  you  no  personal  harm 
—wherefore,  draw  off  while  the  nlay  is  good ;  for  it  is 
ill  whistling  for  a  hawk  when  she  is  once  on  the  so'ar, 
and  worse  to  snatch  the  quarhr  trom  the  ban-dog;- 
Let  these /ellows. once  begin  thdr  brawl,  and  it  will 
be  too  much  for  madness  ifselA  let  alone  the  Abbot  of 
Unreason,  tp  bring  them  bacle  to  the  lure;"  ^ 

The  brethren  crowded  around  Father  Ambrosius, 

,  and  joined  in  urging  him  to  fpve  place  to  the  torrent 

'The  tiresen*  revel  was,  they  said,  afl  ancient  custom 

which  Yhn  prodeceseon  had  permitted,  ana  old  Father 


HicfhoIaB  himself  had  played  die  dragon  iti  the  da)ra 
of  the  Abbot  Ingelram. 

"And  we  Aow  refcp  the  fruit  of  the  seed  which 
Uiey  have  so  unadvisedtv  sown,"  said  Ambrosiue, 

they  tandit  men  to  make  a  mock  of  what  is  holy, 
what  wonder  that  the  d^endants  of  scoffers  become 
robbers  and  plunderers  1  But  be  it  as  you  list,  my 
brethren— move  towards  the  dortour— And  you,  dame, 
I  command  you,  by  the  authority  which  I  have  over 
you;  arid  by  your  renect  for  that  youth's  safety,  that 
you  go  with  us.  without  farther  speech— Yet,  stay — 
what  are  your  intentions  towards  that  youth  whom 
yqu  detain  prisoner?— Wot  ye,"  he  continued,  ad- 
dressing HowleglifSs  in  a  stem  tone  of  voice, '  that 
he  bears  the  livery  of  the  house  of  Avenell  Fbey 
who  fear  not  the  anger  of  Heaven,  may  at  least  Jread 
the  wrath  of  man." 

"Cumber  not  yourself  conc€minghhn,"  answered 
HowleglasB,  **  we  know  right  well  who  fijid  what 
he  is." 

"Let  me  pray,"  aaid  the  AM>ot,  in  a  tone  of  en- 
treaty, "  thai  you  do  him  no  wrong  for  the  rash  deed 
which  he  attempted  in  his  imprudent  zeal." 

"  I  say,  trouble  not  yourself  about  it,  fkthcr,"*  an- 
swered Howlegias,  "  but  move  off  with  your  train« 
male  and  female,  or  I  will  not  undertake  to  save  yon- 
der she-saint  from  the  ducking-stool— And  as  for 
bearing  of  malice,  my  stomach  has  no  room  for  it :  tt 
is,"  he  added,  clapping  his  hand  on  his  pottly  beUy. 
"  too  well  bumbasted  out  with  straw  and  bucKraro — 
gramercy  to  them  both— they  kept  out  that  madcap's 
dagger  as- well  as  a  Milan  corslet  could  have  done." 

In  fact,  the  home-driven  poniard  of  Roland  Gne^w 
had  lighted  upon  the  stuffing  of  the  fictitious  paunch, 
which  the  Abbot  of  Unreason  wore  as  a  part  of  his 
characte^tic  dress,  and  it  was  only  the  force  of  the 
blow  which  had  prostrated  that  reverend  person  or 
the  groand  for  a  moment. 

Satisfied  in  some  degree  by  this  man's  assurances 
ahd  com;)elled  to  give  wav  to  superior  forc&  the  Abbo- 
Ambrosius  retired  from  the  Church  at  the  head  of  ths 
monksL  and  left  the  court  free  for  the  revellers  to 
work  theur  will.  But  wild  and  wilful  as  these  rioters 
,  were,  they  accompanied  the  retreat  of  the  religionists 
^with  none  of  those  shouts  of  contempt  and  derision 
with  which  they  had  at  first  hailed  them.  The  Ab- 
bot's discourse  had  affected  some  of  them  with  re- 
morse, others  withshame,  and  all  with  a  transient 
degree  of  respect.  'They  remained  silent  ufitil  the  last 
monk  had  disappeorea  through  the  side-door  which 
communicated  with  their  dwelling-place,  and  e\'en 
then  it  cost  some  exhortations  on  the  part  of  Howie- 
glaa  some  caprioles  of  the  hobby-honR,  and  some 
wallops  of  the  dragon,  to  rouse  once  more  the  rebuked 
spirit  of  revelry. 

"And  how  now,  my  masters?"  said  me  Abbot  of 
Unreason :  "and  wherefore  look  on  me 'with  such 
blank  Jack-a-Lent  visages?  Will  you  lose  your  old 
pastime  for  an  old  wife's  tale  of  saints  and  punitory  ? 
Why,  I  thought  yon  would  hd^e  made  all  spTit  lotu 
since— Come,  stnke  up,  tabor  nid  harp,  strike  up,  fid- 
dle and  rebeck— dance  and  be  merry  to-day,  and  Ifet 
en  '  " —  "'morrow!  Benr  and  woTfi  look  to  your 
pr  I  iMi  -  [.rMiice,  hobby— hi Fft,  dragon,  and  halloo, 
bc'V-'-we  eff^w  old^r  every  jriotncnt  we  stand  idle, 
arji]  Jife  La  loo  short  to  he  fpent  in  playing  mum- 
ch^mctC*  ,   .     «. 

This  pjThy  e^thortalion  ^nfl  amended  with  the  effect 
de^i  ri aI  ,  They  Aj  m  igatwl  i  h  e  Church  w  ith  bnmt  wool 
and  fintherB  inattod  of  incense,  pui  Owl  ^yter  into 
th^  holy-wjarerbttsina,  and  celebrated  n  parody  on  the 
Church-Btnice,  The  mock  AhbpX  off.cxtLtmg  at  the 
alttir;  they  ming  Ittdicrovis  and  ftidectjit  parodies,  to 
th€  Uines  of  church  hvnmsi  tiicy  violated  whale\'ci 


vcatmenif  or  ve^^cts  tclonffin^  To  ibe  Abbey  ihct 
could  lay  ihdr  ban  dp  upon  j  and,  [iliy  lOg  every  fre%k 
wliich  int'  whhn  of  ihemojneti*  could  i^^iUggest  to  their 
witd  caprk^T  ai  Irnalh  lfif  y  ffll  (o  nKiftVIastingdeed" 
of  dcniobiioni  ^mfU  ndown  and  ikstroyr  dsome  carved 
wood- Work,  d^ehrd  out  iln'  pojnrwl/wlnd^ws,  which 
had  f^svuped  foflnuT  viuUncc,  and  in  their  rigorous 
fli'iiTt  h  fliter  BCtifptures  dctlicattd  to  idDlatry,  b^no  to 
dpairoy  vthat  oro^siisartu  M-tF^^^^f  euniie  upte 
the  tombs,  and  around  uie  cornices  dftne  polttrs. 


GbtAKXV.] 


Tm4BBm.. 


Tlw  mini  of  dflmoUlMiiik  likB^Hfaer  taftei,  mci 
bw'  indiilgenoe ;  from  these  lighter  attempts  at  mis- 
CBM^  the  mora  tumAiitnouo  part  of  the  meeting  begaa 
lo  mediute  deetniotion  on  a  more  ezteoaive  ecale— 
**L«et  OB  heave  it  aown  altogether,  the  old  crow's 
t,"  heoame  a  general  cry  among  them,  "it  has 
i  the  Pope  aiiq  his  rooks  too  long:''  and  up  they 
;  a  ballad  which  was  then  popular  among  the 


"Th«  Palp,  that  pecan  Adl  of  prkto, 

Hath  Minded  u  owar  laaf , 
mr  where  the  blind  the  blind  doth  lend, 

No  marvel  beith  gae  wrauf. 

•  Like  prince  and  kiof, 
He  led  tlie  rioK 

•  or  all  iniaaitje. 

Buff  h«r  tru,  irim-go-tris* 
Uader  the  greenwood  trae. 


The  bMMp  rieli.  be  codhl  aot  prtaah 
-    ^^^rwitkiir 

ihovei 
For  awmoiu  at  he  p 


•^.iXi 


The  nlly  Triar  behoved  to 
awmoiu  at  he  fMuaee : 
The  oarate  hia  creed 
He  could  not  raad,— 

Shame  (k'  the  oomnpnjr  I 
Sing  hajr  inx,  trim-fo-tnz. 
Under  the  greenwood  tree.*** 

*n»mdering  out  this  chorus  of  a  notable  himting 
aong,  which  had  been  pressed  into  the  service  oT 
e.  polemical  poet,  the  followers  of  the  Abbot  of 
'uBOD  were  turning  every  moment  more  tumuir 

,  and  getting  beyond  the  management  even  of 

that  reverend  prelate  himseUl  when  a  knight  in  full 
atmois^  foUowtod  by  two  or  three  men-at-arms,  en- 
tered the  ehuich,  and  in  a  stem  voice  commanded 
them  to  fiotiMar  their  riotous  mummery. 

Hia  visor  was  up,  but  if  it  had  been  lowered,  ^ 
eo^niacance  of  the  holy-branch  suffidently  distm- 
gvahed  Sir  Halbert  (jrlendinning,  who,  on  jii»  homo- 
wvd  load,  was  paaamg  throned  the  villa^  of  Ken- 
DBqohair;  and  moved^  perhaps,  by  anxietv  for  his 
bniuiar's  safoty,  had  como  directly  to  the  church  on 
haaring  of  the  uproar. 

'*  What  is  the  meaning  of  this,"  he  said,  **  my  mas- 
ters 7  are  ye  Christian  men.  and  the  king's  subjectSi 
mkI  yet  waste  and  deatroy  church  and  chancel  like  so 
man/ heathens  1" 

All  stood  silent,  though  doubtless  there  were  several 
diaaiipointed  ana  surprised  at  receiving  chiding  m- 
0tea«l  of  ihanka  from  so  tealous  a  protestant. 

The  dragon,  mdesd,  did  at  length  take  upon  him 
to  be  spokaaman,  and  growled  from  the  depth  of  his 
painted  maW;  that  they  did  but  sweep  Popery  out  of 
the  chuRh  with  the  h^m  of  destruction. 

*«  What !  my  friends,"  replied  Sir  Halbert  Olendin- 
iting,  "  think  yon  this  niumming  and  masquing  has 
not  more  of  Popery  in  it  than  have  t)iese  stone  walls  1 
Take  the  leprosy  out  of  your  flash,  before  you  speak 
of  purifying  stone  wallB---abate  your  insolent  license 
^irhich  leads  but  to  idle  vanity  and  sinful  excess ;  and 
know,  that  what  you  now  practise,  is  one  of  the  pro- 
fiuie  and  unsesmly  sports  introduced  by  the  priests  of 
Rome  themaelvest  to  mislead  and  to  hrutify  the  souls 
wfaieh  feU  into  theur  net" 

"  Marry  eome  up— are  you  there  with  your  bears  1" 
muttered  the  dragon,  with  a  draconic  sulienness, 
wfaieh  was  in  good  keeping  with  his  character,  "  we 

^d  as  good  nave  been  ni^mans  still,  if  we  are  to 
ve  no  freedom  in  our  pastunes  1" 

''Dost  thou  reply  to  me  sol"  said  Sir  Halbert 
CHendtnningt  "or  is  there  any  pastime  in  grovelling 
on  the  ground  there  like  a  gigantic  kail-wormT— <3et 
aatoi  thy  painted  caaa,  or,  by  my  kni^thood,  I  will 
treat  you  uke  the  beast  and  reptile  you  have  made 
yeiirsfilf" 

"  Beast  and  reotilel"  retorted  the  offended  dragon, 
**  setting  aside  yoir  knU;htbood,  I  hold  myself  as  well 
•bom  min  as  thvaelt"^ 

Hie  Knight  made  no  answer  in  words^  bi^t  bestowed 

•  Tliaae  rade  rh^rsM  am  taken,  wHlv  triflii 
a  ballad  nailed  Tnm-go-trlk.    It  oecvra  in  a 
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majtlsd,  "  A  Compendioiu  Book  of  Godir  and  sHntaat  Sbnf*. 
edllaetsd  otft  of  wadrie  paru  of  the  Scriptnre,  with  aimdry  of 
...._..._.  aaiMee,  flKarajdiafof 
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two  inch  blows  with  the  bi;\t  of  hia  lance  on,  the  beto- 
lant  dragon,  that  had  not  the  hoo|>s  whiclt  constituted  ' 
the  ruMB  of  the  machine  been  pretQr  strong,  they  would 
hardly  have  sav^  those  of  tne  actor  from  beinfi:  bro- 
ken. In  all  haste  the  masgper  crept  out  of  h»  dis- 
guise, unwilling  to  abide  a  tfiird  buffet  from  the  lance 
of  the  enraged  Knight,  And  when  the  ex-dragon 
stood  on  the  floor  of  me  dfaurch,  he  presented  to  Hal- 
bcart  Glendinning  (he  well-known  countenhnce  of 
Dan  of  the  Howlet-hirst,  an  ancient  comrade  or  his 
own,  ere  fkte  had  raised  him  so  high  above  the  rank 
to  .which  he  was  bom.  The  clown  looked  sulkily 
upon  the  Knight,  as  if  to  upbraid  him  for  his  violence 
towards  an  old  aoquaintaqoe,  and  G|ei^inning'»  own 
good-nature  reproached  him  for  the  violence  oe  had 
acted  upon  him. 

"I  did  wrong  to  strike  thee,  Dan,"  he  said;  "but 
in  truth,  I  \new  thee  not— thou  wcrt  ever  a  mad  fel- 
low—come to  Avend  Castle,  and  we  shall  see  how 
my  hawks  fly."  '         ^  ,        „ 

^*  And  if  we  show  hmi  not  falcons  that  will  mount 
as  merrily  as  rockets,"  said  the  Abbot  ofUnreason,  **I 
would  veur  honour  laid  as  hard  on  my  bones  as  you 
did  on  ms  even  now."  ,. 

"  How  now.  Sir  Knave,"  said  the  Kmgkt,  **  and 
what  has  brought  you  hither  7" 

The  Abbo^  hastily  ridding  himself  of  tho  false  nose 
which  mystified  his  physiognomy,  and  the  stmple- 
raentary  belly  which  made  up  his  disguise,  stood  bo-  " 
fore  his  master  in  his  real  character,  of  Adam  Wood-  ' 
cocIl  the  frdconer  of  AveneL 

*'How.  varlet  V*  said  the  Knight ;  "  hast  thou  dared 
to  come  here,  and  disturb  the  very  house  my  brothop^ ' 
was  dwelling  in?" 

**And  it  was  even  for  that  reaison.  cravmg  vour 
honour's  pardon,  that  l43ame  hither— for  I  heard  the 
country  was  to  be  up  to  choose  an  Abbot  of  Unreason, 
and  sure,  thought  I,  I  that  can  sing,  dance,  leap  back*  • 
wards  over  a  broadsword,  and  am  as  good  a  fool  as 
ever  sought  promotion,  have  all  chance  of  carrying 
the  office ;  aiid  if  1  gain  my  election,  I  ^lay  s^pd  hie 
honour's  brother  in  some  stead,  siippotirag  things  fall 
roughly  out  at  the  Kirk  of  Saint  Mafry's,*' , 

**Thou  art  but  a  cogging  knave,"  said  Sir  Halbert, 
"  and  well  I  wot,  that  love  of  ale  ond  brandy,  besidee 
the  humour  of  riot  and  frolic,  would  draw  thee  a  mile, 
when  love  ox  my  house  would  not  bring  thee  a  yard. 
But,  go  to— carry  thy  roisterers  elsewhew— to  the  ale- 
house if  they  list,  and  there  are  crowns  to  pay  vour 
charges— make  out  the  day's  madness  without  doing 
more  mischief;  and  be  wise  men  to-morrow— ana 
heipafter  leam  to  serve  a  good  cause  better  than  by 
acting  like  buffoons  or  ruffians." 

Oh(vTi+^Ti  t  Jo  hip  master's  mnii(1at^i  ihe  falcorier  was 
cc\\cr\itvj:  iiis  diflcnurriRu^J  iblbwcrs,  and  whispt'ring 
into  lliL'ir  rtire— "Away,  awav— iare  is  Latin  for  n 
cand[y  -ccvcr  mind  the  Rood  Knii^lu's  puritanism— 
wu  wilt  play  ilic:  frolir^  0(]t  ovrr  a  st^nd  nf  ^iouble  ale 
in  Dam<>  Maniii  ilic  Brrw?t<7'9  barnvanl— Hraw  otJ^ 
harp  Qhri  Eabor^b^i;L,'plpe  and  dnim— muin  till  you  ara 
out  of  the  cliLirchyaiu  then  Id  iho  i^plkiti  ni^  ngnin 
—move  Qt\  v^olf  and  u^ar — keep  the  binti  bga  till  j^utl 
cross  the  kirk -stilt!,  ond  then  show  yoursulVHi  bcaats 
of  nicttid — ^what  dt^vil  H'JM  him  hereto  npnil  our  holi- 
day 1  hut  auger  him  not,  my  heflrts  t  hit  lance  is  no 
gc^  t^  -  fea  [  her,  oa  D  a  n '  ff  ri  bs  ran  tell ' 

'  i3y  mv  ^jljI/'  said  Dan,  "had  it  been  anothftT  ibna 
my  ancM  rit  tomrH'idc,  1  UT>tild  haya  made  iny  Jathf7r s 
olu  fa\*  tlyflhui]t  his  carer' 

*'HuiihI  hushr  man,"  rpplied  Adam  l^oo  foockr 
"not  £)  wtirtl  that  wiiy,  us  you  v  a!  no  iUo  i^oTetjr  of  your 
bonc^f— whaf.  man !  we  nius*  take  n  cHnk  as  it  paaaen^ 
so  ius  noE  bestowed  m  downright  jll-wiif  " 

'*Bul  I  Will  !ftk^  no  Buch  thmjr,"  paid  Dan  of  tbo 
Howkt-hir?rti  nuddcnlj*  rteisiinff  the  I'flhtt*  of  Wood- 
cock, who  was  draffffing  him  out  *^f  the  church  i 
whr^n,  Lhfl  qwdk  military  eye  of  Bit  Hftlbert  Glendia- 
nin^  {fctictiEig  Ridandtlr^mebctwiji  hs«  two  m]art% 
thi  Kw.iihx  ctclaimtx!,  "So  ho!  falconer,— Wooi- 
CO  k.— kmv*,  has?!  tbou  tm>uKht  my  Lndv'f  pafoiit 
mill'  own  WvGTji  to  asptat  at  thi  a  hMiFcrul  nvel  of 
thini\  with  yout  wi^tvcs  anr!  bf*ara  1  ftinf''  v^j-'Li  wpfo 
at  Hii^h  iTiumniijtgfl,  you  tiMght,  ffymi  ^^ul»;  hiT«  a* 

'  An  so  oW  MiiMMd  hroadfw/»nl  «M  oftwi  10  eal)s4. 
58  , 


n^A^BWJ 


CGHAfCxr. 


least  saved  the  credit  of  my  household,  by  dresmng 
liim  up  aa  a  jackanapes— 4>niiK  him  hither,  fellows  r 

Adam  Woodcock  was  too  honest  and  downrigbti 
to  permit  blame  to  light  upon  the  youth,  when  it  was' 
imdesefved.  "I  swear,"  he  said,  *'by  Saint  Martin 
ofBuUions"* 

"And  what  hast  thou  to  da  with  Saint  Marthi  V 

"  Nay,  little  enough,  sir,  unless  when  he  sends  such 
ralnyldays  that  we  cannot  ny  a  hawk— but  I  say  to 
your  worshipful  knighthood,  that  as  I  am  a  ^roe 
wan" 

**  As  you  are  a  false  varlet,  had  been  the  better  ob- 
testation." 

*'  Nay,  if  your  kiligbthood  allows  me  not  to  q;)eak," 
said  AaaoL  "  I  can  hold  my  tongue—but  the  boy  came 
ne(  hither  by  my  bidding,  foe  all  that."    ' 

'*  But  to  gratify  his  own  malapert  pleasure  I  war- 
rant me,"  said  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning— **  Come 
hither,  young  springald,  and  tell- me  whether  yon  have 
your  mistress's  license  to  be  so  far  absent  Irom  the 
castle,  or  to  dishonour  my  livery  by  mingling  in  such 
a  Mav-game  7" 

"  tyiT  Halbprt  liif  nil t lining/'  an^woit'ii  Roland 
C^mpi  with  steftdine^  "  I  IJave  obinined  the  per- 
iitiaaiorL  or  railjerthe  ctLtniinatid^  of  ymtr  lady,  to  dis- 
p^fle  of  my  lime  Uereafler  according  to  iny  own 
pleasure,  l  have  beiii  a  moat  utl^K'^llbg  ^(M:tator  of 
tk\»  May-game,  flitiL-p  it  is  your  rlea-jijip  sa  lo  call  it ; 
Hud  I  only  wear  your  livt'iy  unlil  I  cnii  obiuiii  clothes 
which  biyir  no  such  badj*c;  of  stiritude," 

''  How  am  I  ro  Tujderstoxid  this,  yoiinK  m&nf  *  said 
Sur  Halben  Glfindiniiiji*;j  "  speak  pbiuly,  for  I  am  no 
reader  of  riddles.—Thui.  my  lody  favourL^  thee,  I 
know.  Whut  hast  thou  doxi€  lo  disoblige  her,  and 
o<]casiqn  ihy  diftmiejal  1" 

'^  Nothing  to  speak  of/'  anid  Adam  Woodcock,  an- 
iwcnni;  for  tlie  boy—"  a  fooliiih  quarrel  wiih  ni«,  which 
uaij  more  RwhahJy  lold  over  DgSLin  to  my  humoured 
kdy,  cos  I  Ihu  poor  boy  hia  pUf  e*  For  ri^y  part,  I  will 
say  freely,  ibas  I  was  wroiia  from  begmmng  to  end, 
cxetpt  about  the  washing  of  the  eyafi^s  meat.  There 
I  a  rand  lo  n  that  I  was  nghl." 

With  thai,  the  good' natured  falconer  repontf-d  to  his 
master  the  wliolo  hi&lory  of  the  equabbje  wiiich  had 
brouj^'lit  RobnJ  Grcoui*;  into  di^cfactt  with  his  mis- 
ivK&fr,  L.Ji  in  a  manner  so  favouraljic  for  tht  paije,  that 
Hii  Halbert  could  not  but  eu^|Kt^u  his  generous  mo- 
tive. 

"Thou  art 0 good-natured  fellow,"  he  said,  "Adam 
Woodcock." 

*'  As  ever  had  fidoon  upon  fistj'  said  Adam  |  *'  and, 
foi  that  matter,  so  is  Master  Roland ;  but,  bemg  half 
a  gentleman  by  his  office,  his  blood  is  soon  up,  and  so 
is  mine." 

*«  Well,"  said  Sir  Halbext,  "  be  it  as  it  will,  my  lady 
has  acted  hastily,  for  this  was  no  great  matter  of 
offence  to  discard  the  lad  whom  she  had  trained  up 
for  yeanj  but  he,  I  doubt  not,  made  it  worse  by  his 
pranng-Mt  jumps  well  with  a  purpose,  however, 
which  I  had  in  my  mind.  Draw  oB*  thesfi  people, 
Woodcock,— and  you.  Rolfmd  Graeme,  attend  me." 

The  page  followed  him  m  silence  into  the  Abbot's 
house,  where^  stepping  into  the  first  apartment  which 
he  found  open,  he  commanded  one  of  his  attendants 
to  let  his  brother.  Master  Edward  Glendinning,  know 
ihat  ha  desired  to  Sj^ak  with  him.  The  men-at-aims 
venC  gladly  off  to  join  their  comrade.  Adam  Wood- 
cock, and  the  jollv  crew  whom  he  had  assepobled  at 
Dame  Maitin's,  the  hostler's  wife,  and  the  page  and 
knight  were  left  alone  in  the  apartment    Sir  Halbert 

Glendinninj3  pnrri  thr  f  r.nr  fr,r  n i^nt  in  eilonce, 

and  then  thi 

•  "Thonmi',-.  ^t  Jinvrj  retn-irktMl,.  ^iri[iling,  that  I  hava 
but  seldom  ciistioitjiiiBhed  tb&j  by  inufh  notice? ;— I  B^e- 
thy  colour  ha^  s,  but  do  not  speak  till  thou  heart^^t  me 
oot  I  say,  1  hav^  nov^r  much  distinmiishftl  thoe, 
not  because  I  did  noi  hoc  that  in  ih^  which  I  miglit 
well  have  jpraiHLHJ,  but  bconuau  I  saw  Bomcthm^ 
blameabk.  wiuch  puch  pratsoa  michi  have  made 
worse.  Thy  nn^trcfl*,  dealing  acconTl  ng  to  her  plea- 
sure in  her  owti  hiTust^linhi,  qb  no  one  hat h  better  rea- 
son or  title,  If  L^l  j.i*  kml  thrt?  from  the  rest,  and  tr^ialed 
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thee  knore  like  a  rehttSon  thsn  t  doBi«8tic }  and  if  tbMi 
didst  show  some  vanity  and  petdlance  uhder  smell 
distinction,  it  were  injustice  not  to  sav  that  thou  hast, 
profited  both  in  thy  exercises  and  in  thy  breeding,  anct 
hast  shown  many  sparkles  of  a  gentle  and  manlr 
spint.  Moreover,  it  were  ungenerous  haviiig  bred 
thee  up  freakish  and  fiery,  to  dismiss  tnee  to  want  or 
wandering,  for  showing  that  very  peevishness  and  in^ 
patienoe  of  discipline  which  arose  from  thy  loo  deH- 
eate  nurture.  Therefor^  and  for  the  credit  of  my  owa 
household,  I  am  determined  to  retain  thee  in  my  train, 
until  I  can  honourably  dispose  of  thee  elsewhere,  with 
a  fajr  prospect  of  thy  going  through  the  world  with 
credit  to  the  house  that  Drought  thee  ud/' 

|f  there  was  something  m  Sir  Halbert  Glendin* 
ning's  qpeech  which  flattered  Roland's  pride,  there 
was  also  much  that,  according  to  his  mode  of  think- 
ing,  was  an  alloy  to  the  compliment  And  yet  his 
conscience  instantly  toM  him  that  he  ought  to  accept, 
with  gratefid  deference,  the  offer  which  was  made 
him  by  the  husband  of  nia  kind  orotectress}  and  his 
prudence,  however  slender,  coulo^  not  but  admit  ho 
should  enter  the  world  under  very  different  auspices 
as  a  retainer  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendmning,  so  famed  for 
wisdom,  courage,  and  influence,  from  those  under 
which  he  might  partake  the  wanderings,  and  becorna 
an  agent  in  the  visionary  schemes,  for  such  the^  ap 
peered  to  him,  of  Magdalen,  his  relativsL  Sull,  m. 
strong  reluctance  to  {e^enter  a  service  from  wlucfa  be 
had  been  dismissed  with  contempt,  almost  counter* 
balanced  these  considerations. 

Sir  Halbert  looked  on  the  youth  with  surprise  aad 
resumed— "You  seem  to  hesitate,  young  man.--Aie 
your  own  prospects  so  inviting,  that  yon  should  pause 
ere  you  accept  those  which  I  offer  to  you  1  or*  must  I 
remind  you  that,  although  you  have  ofiended  ymtr 
benefactress,  even  to  the  point  of  her  dismissing  jroo, 
yet  I  am  convmced,  the  knowledge  that  3k>u  nave 
gone  tmguided  on  your  own  wild  way,  into  a  world  ao 
uisturbed  as  ours  of  Scotlanjd,  cannot,  in  theupdiotr 
but  give  her  sorrow  and  pain ;  ftom  which  it  is,  in 
gratitude^  your  duty  to  preserve  her,  no  less  than  it  is 
in  common  wisdom  your  duty  to  accept  my  offered 
protection,  for  jronr  own  sake,  where  body  and  soul 
are  aUke  endangered,^  ahould  you  refuse  it." 

Roland  Graeme  replied  in  a  respectfbl  tone,  but  at 
the  same  time  with  some  spirit,  "I  am  not  ungrate 
ful  for  such  countenance  as  has  been  affoided  me  by 
the  Lord  of  Avenel,  and  I  am  glad  to  learn,  fof  the 
first  time,  that  I  have  not  had  the  miafortune  to  be 
utterly  beneath  his  observation,  as  I  had  thought-— 
And  It  is  only  needful  to  show  me  how  I  can  testify 
my  duty  and  my  gratitude  towards  my  early  and  con- 
stant benefactress  with  my  life's  hasaid,  aad  I  will 
gladly  peril  it."   He  stopped. 

"These  are  but  words,'  young  man,"  answered 
Glendinning;  "large  protestations  are  often  used  to 
supplv  the  place  of  effecUial  service.  I  know  nothing 
in  which  the  peril  of  your  life  can  serve  the  Lady  <u 
Avenel ;  I  can  only  say,  she  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
you  have  adopted  some  course  which  may  ensure  the 
safety  of  your  person,  and  the  weal  of  your  spul-*' 
What  ails  yon,  that  you  accept  not  that  safety  when 
it  is  offered  you  7"  ; 

"  My  only  reUtive  who  is  alive,"  answered  Roland^ 
"  at  least  the  only  relative  whom  I  have  ever  seen, 
has  rejoined  me  since  I  was  dismis^  from  the  Cas« 
do  of  Avenel,  and  I  must  consult  with  her  whether  I 
can  adoi)t  the  line  to  which  you  now  call  me,  or  who* 
ther  her  increasing  infirmities,  or  the  authority  wiiidi 
she  ia  entitled  to  exercise  -over  me^  may  not  require 
me  to  abido  with  her." 

"  Where  is  \hi9  relation  7"  said  Sir  Halbert  Glen- 
dinning. 

"In  thi^' house."  imswered  the  pane* 

*'  Got  then,  aTnl  ^^eek  her  out,"  said  the  Knight  el 
Avenel ;  ''  more  than  meet  it  is  that  thou  shouldst 
hnve  her  approbation,  yet  worse  than  foolish  wouM 
she  show  herself  in  denying  it." 

E^il^md  Left  the  apartment  to  seek  for  Ins  grand- 
mother ;  sod,  OS  be  retreated,  the  Abbot  enter^ 

Tlu>  (WO  hrctheTB  met  as  brothers  who  lorveesdi 
oiber  fondly,  yet  meet  rarely  together.  Such  indeed 
vaathecaso.  Their  mutud  a^Mtion  atta(^ed  tfaoa 
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to  each  other;  but  in  efWf^nnrnot,  habit,  or  send- 
Dfeent}  connected  with  the  discords  of  the  thnes,  the 
friend  and  counsellor  of  Murray  stood  opposed  to  the 
Roman  CathoUc  priest ;  nor,  indeed,  could  t^iey  have 
held  very  much  society  together,  without  giving  cause 
of  offence  aad  suspicion  to  their  confederates  on  each 
aide.  After  a  close  embrace  on  the  part  of  both,  and 
a  vrelcome  on  that  of  the  Abbot,  Sir  Halbert  Glen- 
dinning  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  he  had  come 
ia  time  to  appease  the  riot  raised  by  Howleglas  and 
his  tumultuous  followers. 

"And  yet"  he  said,  "when  I  look  on  your  gar- 
ments, brother  Edwara,  I  cannot  help  thinking  there 
•till  remains  an  Abbot  of  Unreason  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Monastery." 

'*  And  wherefore  carp  at  n^y  garments,  brother  Hal- 
bert?" said  the  Abbot;  "  it  is  the  spiritual  armour  of 
xny  calling,  and,  as, such,  beseems  me  as  well  as 
breastplate  and  baldric  become  your  own  bosom."  , 

**Ay,  but  there  were  small  wisdom,  methinks.  in 
fHitting  on  armour  where  we  have  no  power  to  fiwit ; 
u  is  but  a  danjgerous  temerity  to  defy  the  foe  whom 
we  cannot  resist." 

**  For  that,  my  brother,  no  one  can  answer,"  said 
the  Abbot,  *'  unm  the  battle  be  fought ;  and,  were  it 
even  as  you  say,  methinks  a  brave  man.  though  des- 
perate of  victory,  would  rather  desire  to  nght  and  fall 
than  to  resign  sword  and  shield  on  seme  mean  and 
dishonourable  composition  with  his  insulting  antag- 
onist. But  let  us  not,  dear  Halbert,  make  discord  of 
a  thane  on  which  we  cannot  agree,  but  rather  stay 
and  paruke,  though  a  heretic,  of  mv  admission 
feast.  You  need  not  fear,  my  brother,  that  your  zeal 
for  restoring  the  primitive  discipline  of  the  church 
will,  on  this  occasion,  be  offended  with  the  rich  pro- 
Ivunon  of  a  conventual  banquet.    The  days  of  our  old 

fiend  Abbot  Boniface  are  over ;  and  the  Superior  of 
aint  Mary^s  has  neither  forests  nor  fishings,  woodd 
nor  pastures,  nor  cornfields  ;~neither  nocks  nor 
herds,  bucks  nor  wild-fowl— granaries  of  wheat,  nor 
•torehouses  of  oil  and  wine,  of  ale  and  of  mead. 
The  refectioner's  office  is  ended ;  and  such  a  meal  as 
a  hermit  in  romance  can  offer  to  a  wandering  knight, 
is  all  we  have  to  set  before  you.  But  if  you  will  share 
u  with  us,  we  shall  eat  it  with  a  cheerful  heart,  and 
thank  you,  my  brother,  for  your  timely  orotection 
amnst  these  rude  scoffers." 

^*  My  dearest  Edward,''  said  the  Knight,  *  it  grieves 
me  deeply  I  cannot  abide  with  you;  but  it  would 
•ound  ill  for  us  bofh  were  one  of  the  reformed  con- 
gr«ration  to  sit  down  at  your  admission  feast ;  and, 
u  lean  ever  have  the  satisfaction  of  affording  you 
effectual  protec^on,  it  will  be  much  owing  to  my 
remaining  unsuspected  of  countenancing  or  approving 
yom-  religious  rites  and  ceremonies.  It  will  demand 
whatever  consideration  I  can  acquire  among,  my  own 
friends,  to  shelter  the  bold  mai^  who,  contrary  to  law 
and  the  edicts  of  parliament,  has  dared  to  take  up  the 


office  of  Abbot  of  Saint  Miur's." 

*' Trouble  not  vourself  with  the  task,  my  brother," 
tesplkd  Father  Ambrosius.  "  I  would  lay  down  mv 
dearest  blood  to  know  that  you  defended  the  church 
far  the  church's  sake ;  but,  while  you  remain  unhap- 
pily her  enemy,  I  would  not  that  you  endangered 
your  own  safety,  or  diminished  your  own  comforts, 
for  the  sake  of  my  individual  protection.— But  who 
eomes  hither  to  disturb  the  few  minutes  of  Eternal 
oommunication  which  our  evil  fate  allows  usi" 

The  door  of  the  apartment  opened  as  the  Abbot 
•poke,  and  Dame  Magdalen  entered. 

"  Who  is  this  woman?"  said  Sir  Halbert  Glendin- 
ninflLsomewhat  sternly,  "and  whatdoes  she  want?" 

"That you  know  me  not,"  said  the  matron,  " sig- 
nifies little ;  I  come  by  your  own  order,  fo  gnre  my 
free  consent  that  the  stripling^  Boland  Grseme,  re- 
tom  to  your  service ;  and,  having  said  so,  I  cumber 
vou  no  longer  with  my  presence.  Peace  be  with 
fou  f  Shelumed  to  go  away,  but  was  stopped  by 
the  inouiries  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning. 

"  Who  are  you  ?— what  are  yoi)  ?— ana  why  do  you 
Dot  wait  to  make  me  answer?" 

**!  was,"  she  ra>lied,  "while  yet  I  belonged  to  the 
vporld,  a  matron oino  vulgar  name ;  now,  I  am  Mag- 
dalen, a  poor  pilgiimsr  for  the  sake  of  Holy  Kirk:" 


"Yea,"  said  Sir  Halbert,"  art  thon  a  Catholic?  I 
thought  my  dame  said  that  Roland  Grsme  came  of 
reformed  km." 

"His  father,"  said  the  matran,  "  was  a  heretic,  or 
rather  one  who  regarded  neither  orthodoxy  nor  heresy 
— neither  the  temple  of  the  church  or  of  antichrist  t, 
too— for  the  sins  of  the  times  make  sinners—have 
seemed  to  conform  to  your  unhallowed  rites— but  I 
had  my  dispensation  and  my  absohition." 

"  You  see,  brother,"  said  Sir  Halbert,  with  a  sihile 
of  meaning  towards  the  Abbot  "  that  vfe  accuse  you 
not  altogether  without  groundis,  of  mental  equivoca- 
tion." 

"  My  brother,  you  do  us  injustice^"  replied  the  Abbot  j 
"this  woman,  as  her  bearing  may  or  itself  warrant 
you,  is  not  in  her  perfect  mind.  T^ank§,  I  must  needs 
say,  to  the  persjdcution  of  your  marauding  barons,  and 
of  your  latitudinarian  clergy." 

"I  will  not  dispute  the  point,"  said  Sir  Halbert; 
"  the  evils  of  the  time  ate  unhappily  so  numerous,  that 
both  churches  may  divide  them,  and  have  enow  to 
spare."  So  saying,  he  leaned  from  the  window  of  the 
apartment,  and  wmded  his  bugule. 

"Why  do  you  sound  your  horn,  my  brother?"  said 
the  Abbot : "  we  have  spent  but  few  mmutes  together." 

"Aiasl''  said  the  elder  brother,  "and  even  these 
few  have  been  suUied  by  disagreement.  1  Qound  to 
horse,  my  brother— the  rather  that,  to  avert  the  con- 
sequences of  this  day's  rashness  on  your  part,  requires 
hasty  efforts  on  fnine.— Dame,  you  will  oblige  mo  by 
letting  your  young  relative  kiiow  that  we  mount  in- 
stantly. 1  intend  not  that  he  shall  return  to  Avenel 
with  me— it  would  lead  to  new  quarrels  betwixt  him 
and  my  household ;  at  least,  to  taunia  which  his. 
proud  heart  could  ill  brook,  and  my  wish  is  to  do  him 
kindness.  He  shall,  therefore,  go  forward  to  Edin- 
burgh with  one  of  my  retinue,  wnom  1  shall  send  back 
to  say  what  has  chanced  here.— You  seem  rejoiced  at 
this  ?"  he  added,  fixing  his  eyes  keenly  on  Magdalen 
Grsme,  who  returned  his  gaze  with  calm  indif- 
ference. 

"  I  would  rather,"  she  said,  "  that  Roland,  a  poor 
and  friendless  orphan^  were  the  jest  of  the  world  at 
large,  than  of  the  memals  at  AveneL" 

•^Fear  not,  dame— he  shall  be  scorned  by  neither," 
answered  the  Knight. 

"It  may  be,"  she  replied— "It  may  well  be— but  I 
will  trust  more  to  his  own  bearing  than  to  your  coun- 
tenance."   She  left  the  room  as  she  spoke. 

The  Knight  looked  after  her  as  she  departed,  but 
turned  instantly  to  his  brother,  and  expressing,  in  the 
mnat  nffrrtionate  terms,  his  wishes  for  his  welfare  and 
hfi  J I n  I  r .  --> .  craved  his  leave  to  depart  "  My  knaves," 
hf  s.iiil.  '  iire  too  busy  at  the  ale-stand,  to  leave  th^ir 
rev.  In  sVu  che  empty  breath  of  a  bugle  horn." 

'  Vbii  have  freed  them  from  higher  restraint,  Hal- 
bert^'* anssv^ered  the  Abbot,  "and  therein  taught  them 
tc  Ttbc-1  niiiiinst  your  own." 

'  i  _:ir  not  that,  Edward,"  exclaimed  Halbert  who 
never  gave  his  brother  his  monastic  name  of  Am- 
brosius ;  "  none  obey  the  command  of  real  duty  so 
well  as  those  who  are  free  from  the  observance  ot 
slavish  bondage." 

He  was  turning  to  depart,  when  the  Abbot  said,- 
"Let  us  not  yet  part,  my  brother— here  comes  some 
Ught  refreshment  Leiave  not  the  house  which  I  must 
now  call  mine,  till  force  expel  me  from  it,  until  you 
have  at  least  broken  bread  with  me." 

The  poor  lay  brother,  the  same  who  acted  as  porteri 
now  entered  the  apartment^  bearing:  some  simple  re- 
freshment, and  a  flask  of  wme.  "  He  had  foumi  it," 
he  said  with  officious  humihtv,  "'.;y  rummcgmg 
through  every  nook  of  the  cellar." 

The  Knight  filled  a  small  silver  cup,  and  quaffing  it 
off,  asked  his  brother  to  pledge  him,  observing,  the 
wine  was  Bacharac,  of  the  first  vintage,  and  great 
SRe. 

"Ay,"  said  the  poor  lay  brother  "it  came  out  o( 
the  nook  which  old  Brother  Nicholas  (may  his  soul 
be  happy  I)  was  wont  to  call  Abbot  Ingeiram'ff  cor- 
ner; and  Abbot  Ingelram  was  bred  at  the  Convent  o( 
Wurtzburg,  which  I  tmderstand  to  be  near  where  that 
choice  wine  growa" 

"True,  my  reverend  air,"  said  Sir  Halbert;  "and 
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xhathft  1  eotteat  my  brothtr  and  you  to  plfldge  me 
in  ■  cup  of  this  drthodox  ▼tntage." 

The  thin  old  porter  looked  with  a  wiehful  gianee 
towards  the  Abbot  ^  Do  tetnam^**  said  his  Superior ; 
afid  the  old  man  seised,  with  a  trembling  hand,  a 
bevenice  to  which  he  haa  been  long  onaocastomed, 
irainea  the  cup  with  protracted  delight,  as  if  dwelling 
on  the  flaYour  and  peiliime,  and  set  it  down  with  a. 
melancholy  smile  and  shake  of  the  head,  as  if  bidding 
adieu  in  future  to  such  delicious  potations..  The 
brothers  smiled.  But  when  Sir  Halbert  motioned 
to  the  Abbot  to  take  op  his  oup  and  do  him  reason, 
the  Abbot,  in  turn,  shook  his  head,  and  replied—"  This 
is  no  day  for  the  Abbot  of  St.  Mary's  to  dat  the  fat 
and  drink  the  sweet.  In  water  fh>m  Our  Lady's 
well,"  he  added  filling  a  cop  with  the  liquid  element, 
**  I  wish  youj  my  brother,  all  happinese,  and,  above 
all,  a  true  sight  of  your  spiritual  errors." 

*'Andto  you,  my  beloved  Edward,"  replied  Glen- 
dinning,  **  I  wish  the  free  exercise  of  your  own  free 
reason  and  the  dischar;^  of  more  important  duties 
than  are  connected  with  the  idle  name  which  you 
have  so  rashly  assumed." 

The  brothers  parted  with  deep  regret ;  and  yet  each, 
confident  in  his  opinion,  felt  somewhat  reueved  by 
the  absence  of  one  whom  he  respected  eo  much,  and 


with  whom  he  could  agree  so  little. 

Soon  afterwards  the  sound  of  the  Knight  of  Ave- 
ncl's  trumpets  was  heard,  and  the  Abbot  went  to  the 
top  of  a  tower,  from  whose  dismantled  battleinents 
he  could  soon  see  the  horsemen  ascending  the  rising 
ground  in  the  direction  of  the  drawbridge.  As  he 
gazed  Magdalen  Qrseme  came  to  his  side. 

**  Thou  art  come,"  he  said,  "to  catch  the  last  glimpse 
of  thv  grandson,  my  sister.  Yonder  he  wends,  under 
the  cbarge  of  the  best  knight  in  Scodand,  his  faith 
ever  excepted." 

"Thou  canst  bear  witness  my  father,  that, it  was 
no  wish  either  of  mine  or  of  Roland's,"  replied  the 
matron,  "  which  induced  the  Knight  of  Avenel.  as  he 
IS  called,  again  to  entertain  my  grandson  in  his  house- 
hold—Heaven, which  confounds  the  wise  with  their 
own  wisdom,  and  the  wicked  with  their  own  policy, 
bath  placed  him  where,  for  the  service  of  the  church, 
I  would  most  wish  him  to  be." 

"  I  know  not  what  you  mean,  my  sister,"  said  the 
Abbot. 

"Reverend  father," replied  Magdalen,  "best  thou 
never  heard  that  there  are  tprnta  powerful  to  rend  the 
walls  of  a  castle  asunder  when  once  admitted^  which 
yet  cannot  enter  the  house  unless  they  are  invited, 
nay.  dragged  over  the  threshold  1*  Twice  hath  Ro- 
land Onenie  been  thus  drawn  into  the  household  of 
Avenel  by  those  who.  now  hold  the  title.  Let  them 
look  to  the  issue." 

So  saying,  she  left  the  turret ;  and  the  Abbot,  af^er 
pausing  a  moment  on  her  words,  which  he  imputed 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  her  mind,  followed  dowipthe 
winding  stair  to  celebrate  his  admission  to  his  high 
ofl)ce  by  fast  and  prayer,  instead  of  revelling  and 
thanksgiving. 
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t  «l1*t  an  inlitiiiiiird  \waM^  urflt^i*  intllMt.  my,  dntcRMl 

•OB  in  til*  TaLi^»  (it  ihn  a«iiif,  wlietr  no  «ichuitiii  tm  Hiiii^ttid 
|i^  N^^  iiilmiilwij  liim*^Kifita  tti9  Hivun  mtiha  SuLiiui 

'* '  TPiLii,'  fjiirl  ttiti  Jllijt(rmu»  Mif^iiir,  '  Wt  Lha  nnrmiM  of  Ma- 
HomnJ  twi  d(imnTH  i  but  mr^rm  nw.  O  yis  nKfuw }  \imW  the 
«t<  m1:p<|iiiih!h  or  whif'h  mf  f  utir  b^>thii'«n  Aid  thai  Umi  vTtcbnMtn 

{'siTi  itdrittitaiyk^v  Ut'.tr.  i'-'  Hnf  ihc  lord  i-f  my  lii  irt/  uisuv^crpd 

kU  hi*  nii'il  k*  \  VtwwJidA  ar?  th^  mountJiirui  rrum  Qui^dfl,  and 
«iw  nctther  ihs  fuu[it4<t>«  of  brfl^tp^  nor  I  he  (lJ«tii  uf  bird*,  b«- 
JioW,  J  4^hhn4t<J  to  xHiM  Ihroibrti  ■  r^n^fti*  in  whaxf  Itullow 
•4l1h>^  t  CutiFnii  tlifi  n^Liri«d  mu*,  Ui  wliom  1  unfoilri^'tl  ilio  kri- 
rjtiicpnuf  itie  Lilian  of  IjitllB,  and  vr,  ioirimtt  ififnmf;7f!-4  t'ji*flfdi 
tiM  fiivnn  i  huE  vta  wr  nfi^eMr  Ite  ■iii[l  unto  tni!-, '  Put  Hiy  trnnd 
ftitfji,  miiH  [ntU  nii>  ri>w«di  ttitw  unirh  ihe  Piraij,  cailF<rDe  on  ih« 
BAtrm  «jf  Mnhottiat,  ftir  *bervfl  njiitiLuir^xith  mu  in  J  rt%  ni»."" 


|»trlj  r  II I  itr  Umt  tjT  tlM»  tiujEaii  MlvnAr,  wft*  taicPD  fruin  rublLUM 


1*1 1 L  Mm  ifKn*!  tMfiu^t'wrup  oia  of  [hi«  t^^'puii^r  tivlnf  fjrfort  In 


fl'li  nut  r»ur  fjH  TL  JiuRLjaniiAlu 
vil\  4i^aJri>  Ut  (LI 1 11 


■  fiiir  Hint  (*iinri>  i^n 
r  roAt,  tu  ^  titan 


"  To  esfl  him  up.  who  left  half  told 
Tho  siMT  or  CMBtaMoan  bold  1" 


Tootht  thoa  w«u*et  to nMuiKood • 
I>artcer  lip  end  darker  brow, 
fihatelier  atep,  more  pemive  mien, 
In  thy  fkee  and  cait  ate  aeea : 

Thoa  muat  now  orook  midnit      ^ 

Take  thjr  food  and  eport  byiotohaal 
For  the  gunbol  and  Che  jeet. 
Thou  wert  wont  to  lore  the  beat, 
Orarer  folUea  muat  thoa  follow, 
BotaaacaBeloia,fklae,  and  hollow.      £4^«J 

YoiTNo  RoLAKD  QttMKE  now  tit>tted  gayly  forward 
m  the  train  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendiimmg.  He  was  re- 
lieved firom  his  most  galling  apprehenBion,^the  en* 
counter  of  the  soom  and  taunt  which  might  possibly 
hail  bis  immediate  return  to  the  Castle  of  AveneL 
**  There  will  be  a  change  era  they  see  me  again,"  hm 
thought  to  himself;  "  Ishall  wear  the  coat  of  plate^ 
instrad  of  the  green  jerkin,  and  the  steel  morion  for 
the  bonnet  and  feather.  They  will  be  bold  that  may 
venture  to  broik  a  gibe  on  the  man-at-arms  for  the 
follies  of  the  page ;  and  I  tnist,  that  era  we  retimi  I 
shall  have  done  something  mora  worthy  of  note  than 
hallooing  a  hound  after  a  deer,  or  scrambling  a  crag 
for  a  kite's  nest"  He  could  not,  indeed,  help  mar- 
velling that  his  grandmother,  with  all  her  religious 
dumces,  leaning^  it  would  seem,  to  the  other  side^ 
consented  so  readily  to  his  re-entering  the  service 
of  the  House  of  Avenel :  and  yet  more  at  the  myste- 
rious joy  with  which  she  took  leave  of  him  at  the 

"Heaven,"  said  the  dame,  as  she  kissed  ber  young 
relation,  and  bade  him  farewell,  "works  its  own 
work,  even  by  the  hands  of  those  of  our  enemies  who 
think  themselves  the  stroifgest  and  the  wisest  Hiou, 
my  child,  be  ready  to  act  upon  the  call  of  thy  relieioii 
and  country ;  and  remember,  each  earthly  bond  which 
thou  canst  form  is,  compared  to  the  ties  which  bind 
thee  to  them,  like  the  loose  flax  to  the  twisted  cable. 
—Thou  hast  not  forgot  the  face  or  form  of  the  dam- 
sel Catherine  Seytonf ' 

Roland  would  have  replied  in  the  negative,  bnt  the 
word  seemed  to  stick,  in  his  throat,  and  Magdalen 
continued  her  exhortations. 

"Thou  must  not  forget  her.  mv  son ;  and  here  I 
intrust  thee  with  a  to>Ken,  which  I  trust  thou  wilt 
speedily  find  an  opportunity  of  delivering  with  care 
and  secrecy  inta  her  own  hand." 

She  put  here  into  Roland's  hand  a  very  small 
packet,  of  which  she  again  enjomed  him  to  take  the 
strictest  care,  and  to  suffer  it  to  be  seen  by  no  one 
save  Catherine  Seyton,  who,  she  a^ain  (very  unne- 
cessarily) reminded  him,  was  the  voimg  maiden  ha 
had  met  on  the  preceding  day,  She  then  bestowed 
on  him  her  solemn  benediction,  and  bade  (Sod  speed 
him. 

There  was  something  in  her  manner  and  ber  con- 
duct which  implied  mystery ;  but  Roland  Grvme  wa« 
not  of  an  age  or  temper  to  waste  much  time  in  endea- 
vouring to  decipher  her  meaning.  All  that  was  ob- 
vious to  his  perception  in  the  present  iouraey,  pro- 
mised pleasure  and  novelty.  He  rejoiced  that  he  was 
The  veraes  I  raftr  to  are  when  Chriatabel  ooodaeta  into  her  (h^ 
ther**  caatle  a  mjrtterioua  and  maleToleot  being,  under  the  faias 
of  a  dialieaaed  (Wniale  attanfer. 

**The7  eroea'd  the  moat,  and  Chriatabel 

Took  the  key  that  fitted  «  il ; 

A  litUedoor  the  open'd  itraigtit, 

An  in  the  middle  of  Uie  aate  t 

The  rate  that  was  iroa'd  witbin  and  withoot. 

Where  an  anny  in  battle  array  had  marehad  ooL 

*'  The  lady  tank,  belike  thro*  pain. 

And  Chrittabal  with  mif  ht  and  maia 

Lifted  her  oin  a  weary  weifht, 

Ov»r  the  threibold  of  the  gate 

Then  the  lady  roae  afain,  / 

And  moved  aa  aha  weia  not  fa  paiB.  | 

**8o  free  fhmidanfer,  (yea  ftonifbar,  I 

They  oroei'd  the  eourt  :-ridi|  glad  thay  were,  | 

And  Chriitabel  devoutly  emd  » 

To  the  lady  by  her  tide : 
•  PmiM  we  tho  Virgin,  all  dhrfne. 

Who  hath  rescued  thee  fhND  thjadwtiaafc 
'  Alaa,  alaa  l'  aaid  GeraldioB, 

*  1  cannot  speak  from  wearineas.' 
Bo  f^ee  ftom  danger,  fVee  (Vom  fear, 
They  oro  aHi  lha  oottrtt-tlglitflMijiNr 
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travelling?  towards  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  ansame  the 
characKT  of  a  man,  and  lav  aside  innt  of  a  boy.  He 
was  doIif;h(ed  to  think  that  he  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ngoiiiinff  Catherine  Seyton,  whose  bnght 
eyes  and  Uvcly  manners  had  made  so  favourable  an 
inipr^ssiun  on  his  imagination;  and^  as  an  inexperi- 
enced, yet  hi^^h-ppirited  youth,  entering  for  the  first 
time  upon  actn'ohfc,  his  heart  bounded  at  the  thought, 
that  he  was  about  to  sec  all  those  scenes  of  courtly 
splendour  and  warlike  adventures,  of  which  the  fof- 
loWcn  of  Sir  Halbert  used  to  boast  on  their  occa- 
sional visits  to  Avcnel.  to  the  wonderment  and  envy 
of  I  hope  who,  like  Roland,  knew  courts  and  camps 
only  by  hearsay,  and  ^t-re  condemned  to  the  solitary 
eport<«  and  almost  monastic  seclusion  of  Avenul,  sur- 
ruundtHl  by  its  lonely  lake,  and  embosomed  among 
its  paihless  mountains.  "They  shall  mention  my 
name,"  he  said  to  himself,  "  if  the  risk  of  my  life  can 
purchnj^  me  opportunities  of  distinction,  and  Cathe- 
rine Soyton's  saucy  eye  shall  rest  with  more  respect 
on  the  diiitin^ished  soldier,  than  that  with  which  she 
laughed  to  scorn  the  raw  and  inexr>erienced  page." — 
Tlitre  was  wanting  but  one  accessary  to  complete  the 
nense  of  rapturous  excitation,  and  he  i>osses8ed  it  by 
being  once  more  mounted  on  the  back  of  a  fiery  and 
active  horse,  instead  of  plodding  along  on  foot,  as  had 
been  thi.'  case  during  the  precaling  days. 

Impelled  by  the  liveliness  of  his  own  spirits,  which 
BO  many  circumstances  tended  naturally  to  exalt, 
Roland  Gncme's  voice  and  his  lau.i?htcr  were  soon 
distin^ii'hrd  amid  ihe  trampling  of  the  horses  of  the 
retinue,  and  more  than  once  attracted  the  attention 
of  their  leader,  who  remarked  with  satisfaction,  that 
the  youth  replied  with  good-humoured  rnilleiy  to 
■uch  of  the  train  as  jested  witii  him  on  his  dismissal 
and  return  to  the  service  of  the  House  of  Avenel. 

"I  thought  the  holly-branch  in  your  bonnet  had 
been  blighted,  Master  Roland  7"  said  one  of  the  men- 
at-njrms. 

'*Only  pinched  with  half  an  hour's  frost;  you  see 
it  flourishes  as  green  as  over." 

"It  is  too  grave  a  plant  to  flourish  on  so  hot  a  soil 
as  that  head-pii'ce  of  thine,  Master  Roland  Gramme." 
retorted  the  other,  who  was  an  old  equerry  of  Sir 
Hall»ert  Glendinning. 

"If  it  will  not  flourish  alone."  said  Roland,  "I  will 
mix  it  with  the  laurel  and  the  nijTil'^— and  I  will 
carr\'  them  so  near  the  skv,  that  it  shall  make  amends 
for  tneir  stinted  growth. 

Thus spcakine,  bedashed  his  spurs  into  his  horse's 
fidesi,  and,  checkm»  him  at  the  same  time,  compelled 
iiim  to  execute  a  loftv  caracole.  Sir  Halbert  Glendin- 
ning looked  at  the  demeanour  of  his  new  attendant 
•vith  that  son  of  melancholy  pleasure  with  which 
those  who  have  lon^  followed  the  pursuits  of  life,  and 
•ro  sensible  of*  their  vanity,  jegard  the  gay,  younzr, 
and  buoyant  spirits  to  whom  existence,  as  yet,  is  only 
Qope  and  promise. 

In  the  mean  while,  Adam  Woodcock,  the  falconer, 
stripped  of  his  masquing  habit,  and  attired,  according 
to  his  rank  and  calling,  in  a  green  jerkin,  with  a  hawk- 
ins-bag  on  the  one  side,  and  a  short  hanger  on  the 
other,  a^love  on  his  left  hand  which  reached  halfway 
up  his  arm,  and  Iwniiet  and  a  feather  upon  his  head, 
came  after  the  party  as  fast  as  his  active  little  callo- 
WBv-nag  could  trot,  and  immediately  entered  into 
parley  with  Roland  Grteme. 

**  So,  my  youngster,  you  are  once  more  under  sha- 
dow of  the  holly-branch  T' 

'  .\nil  in  case  to  repay  you,  my  good  friend,"  an- 
Bwerc<i  Roland,  "  your  ten  groats  of  sih'cr." 

"  Which,  but  an  hour  since,"  said  the  falconer, 
"  you  had  nearly  paid  me  with  ten  inches  of  steel. 
On  my  faith,  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  our  destiny, 
that  1  must  brook  your  dagger,  after  all." 

"Nay,  speak  not  of  that,  my  good  friend,"  said  the 
youth,  1  would  rather  have  broached  my  own  bosom 
than  yours:  bui  who  could  have  known  you  in  the 
mumming  dress  you  wore?" 

*•  Ves,  the  falconer  resumed,— ;for  both  as  a  poet 
and  actor  ho  had  his  own  professional  share  of  self- 
conceit,—"!  think  I  was  as  good  a  Howlcglas  as 
•vnr  played  part  at  a  Shrovetide  revelry,  and  not  a 
0iuch  worse  Abbot  of  Unreaoon.   1  defy  the  Old 


Enemy  to  unmask  me  when  I  choose  to  keep  my 
vizard  on.  What  the  devil  brought  the  Kni:.;ht  on  uc 
before  we  had  the  game  out  7  You  would  have  heard 
me  holla  mv  own  new  ballad  with  a  voice  should 
have  reached  to  Berwick.  But  I.  pray  you,  Master 
Roland,  bo  less  free  of  cold  steel  on  slight  occasions : 
since,  for  the  stuffing  of  my  reverend  doublet,  I  had 
only  left  the  kirk  to  take  my  place  in  the  kirkyard." 

*  Nay,  spare  me  that  feud,"  said  Roland  Grasme, 
"  we  shall  have  no  time  to  fight  it  out ;  for.  by  our 
lord's  command,  I  am  bound  for  Edinburgh.'' 

"I  know  It,"  said  Adam  Woodcock,  "and  even 
therefore  we  shall  have  time  to  solder  up  this  rent  by 
the  way,  fur  Sir  Halbert  has  appointed  me  your  com* 
panion  and  guide." 

"Ay?  and  with  what  purpose?"  said  the  page. 

"That,"  said  the  falconer,  "is  a  question  I  cannot 
answer;  but  1  know,  that  l>e  the  food  of  the  eyassce 
washetl  or  unwashetl,  and,  indeed,  whatevf  r  becomes 
of  perch  and  mew,  I  am  to  go  with  you  to  fklinbursh, 
and  see  you  safely  delivered  to  the  Regent  at  Holy- 
rood.'* 

"  How,  to  the  Regent  ?"  said  Roland,  in  surprise. 

"Ay.  by  my  faith,  to  the  Regent,"  replied  Wood- 
cock ;  I  promise  you,  that  if  you  arc  not  to  enter  hie 
ser\'ice,  at  least  you  are  to  wail  upon  him  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  retainer  of  our  Knight  of  Avenel." 

"1  know  no  right,"  said  tne  vouth,  "which  the 
Knight  of  Avenel  hath  to  transfer  my  service,  sup- 
posing that  I  owe  it  to  himself." 
^  "  Hush,  hush !"  said  the  falconer;  "  tliat  is  a  ques- 
tion I  advise  no  one  to  stir  in  until  he  has  the  moun- 
tain or  the  lake,  or  the  march  of  another  kingdunri, 
which  is  better  than  either,  betwixt  hiiu  and  his 
feudal  superior." 

"  But  Sir  Halbr'rt  Glendinning,"  said  the  youth, 
"is  not  my  feudal  superior;  nor  has  he  aught  of 
authority" 

"I  pray  you,  my  son,  to  rein  yoar  tongue,"  an- 
swered Adam  Wo(Mlcock;  "my  lord's  displeasure,  if 
you  provoke  it,  will  be  worse  to  appease  than  my 
lady's.  The  touch  of  his  least"  finger  were  heavier 
than  her  hardest  blow.  And,  by  my  faith,  he  is  a 
man  of  steel,  as  true  and  as  pure,  but  as  hard  and  as 
pitiless.  You  remember  the  Cock  of  Cappt'rlaw, 
whom  he  hanged  over  his  gate  for  a  men;  mistake — a 

{)Oor  yoke  of  oxen  taken  in  Scotland,  when  In;  thought 
ie  was  taking  them  in  English  land?  I  lovi^l  the 
Cock  of  Capperlaw ;  the  Kerrs  had  not  an  honester 
man  in  their  clan,  and  they  have  had  men  that  might 
have  been  a  pattern  to  the  Border—men  that  would 
not  have  lifted  under  twenty  cows  at  oa,pe,  and  would 
have  held  themselves  dishonoured  if  they  had  taken 
a  drift  of  sheep  or  the  like,  but  alwa>'8  managetJ  their 
raids  in  full  credit  and  honour. — But  see,  his  worship 
halts,  and  we  are  close  by  the  bridge.  Ride  up— ride 
up— we  must  have  his  last  instructions." 

It  was  as  Adam  Woodcock  said.  In  the  hollow 
way  descending  towards  the  bridge,  which  was  still 
in  the  guardianship  of  Peter  Bridgeward.  as  he  was 
called,,  though  he  was  now  very  old.  Sir  Halbert 
Glendinning  halted  his  retinue,  and  beckoned  to 
Woodcock  and  Gncme  to  advance  to  the  head  of  the 
train. 

"Woodcock,"  said  he,  "thou  knoweat  to  whom 
thou  art  to  conduct  this  youth.  And  thou,  young 
man,  obey  discreetly  and  with  diligence  the  orrlers 
that  shall  be  piven  tnee.  Curb  thy  vain  and  peevish 
temper.  Be  just,  true,  and  faithfiil;  and  there  is  in 
thee  that  wtiich  may  raise  thee  many  a  d^^ee  abovji 
thy  present  station.  Neither  shalt  thou— always  sup- 
posing thine  eflbrts  to  be  fair  and  honest— want  the 
protection  and  countenance  of  Avenel." 

Leaving  them  in  front  of  the  bridge,  the  centre 
tower  of  which  now  began  to  cast  a  prolonged  fthade 
upon  the  river,  the  Knight  of  Avenel  turned  to  the 
left,  without  crossing  the  river,  and  pursued  his  way 
towards  the  chain  of  hills  within  whose  recr-sses  aie 
situated  the  Lake  and  CasUc  of  Avenel.  There  ro- 
mained  behind,  the  falconer,  Roland  Graime,  and  a 
domestic  of  the  Knijght,  of  inferior  rank  who  was 
left  with  thfem  to  look  af^er  their  horses  while  on  the 
road,  to  carry  their  baggage,  and  to  attend  to  thdi 
convenience.  "^^  p-  -y ^  ^  - 
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So  soon  8S  the  more  nimlaroiii  body  of  riders  had 
turned  off  to  pursue  their  journey  westward,  those 
whose  route  lay  across  the  river,  and  was  directed 
towards  the  north,  summoned  the  Bridgeward,  and 
demanded  a  free  passage. 

"  I  will  not  lower  the  bridge,"  answered  Peter,  in  a 
▼oioe  querulous  with  age  and  iU-humour.— ''Come 
PaiMst,  come  Protestant^  ve  are  all  the  same.  The 
Papists  threatened  us  with  Purgator]^,  and  fleeched 
us  with  pardons ;— the  Protestant  nunts  at  us  with 
the  sword,  and  cuittles  us  with  the  liberty  of  oon- 
seience;  but  never  a  one  of  either  says,/ Peter,  there 
IS  your  penny.'  I  am  well  tired  of  all  this,  and  for  no 
man  shall  the  bridge  fall  that  pays  me  not  ready 
money ;  and  1  woula  have  you  know  I  care  as  Uttle 
•  for  Geneva  as  for  Rome~as  little  for  homilies  as  for 
pardons ;  and  the  silver  pennies  are  tbe  only  paaspons 
IwtHhearof." 

*'HeTKiBn  pmper  aid  cliulfi'*  Hojd  Wc^odcocktohis 
odtufifif uijn  4  then  miftin«  his  vtofr,  J,^  exclaimed, 
"  EiiIe  tht'^  dfw^BniJ  H^c  WB  rd,  V 1 1  i  .  <  st  thou  think 
If «  have  reJuBt^l  thy  n^initflakt  Pi  1. 1  .-  ace  to  Rome, 
%  ifny  thine  a i  iha  lind^j;*!  of  K+ 1 1 ii [if j u  I mir 7  Let  thy 
bT-d*;edown  instantly  to  ihe  tcillowtra  lij' the  house  of 
Aveiic4.  or  hy  the  hanti  of  my  Tuther,  fiod  that  han- 
tiled  many  n  bndlc  rojn<  f^r  he  ^oa  a  bliilF  Yorkshire- 
iitati— I  Bfly,  by  my  fBlbtfr's  horrd,  our  Knight  will 
blow  tbf?>  out  of  thy  Skjltin-Koos^'ft  m-^x  there  in  the 
middle  of  the  wMfr^  with  tht  Uaht  (alcanet  which  we 
are  bringing  south  wnnd  from  FjiiHibuTgb  to-morrow." 

Thit  Bfidf?tm*&rd  heard,  and  tnutt^r^-l,  "A  plague 
on  fycon  and  falcon Bt,  on  caonon  and  lieml-cannon, 
and  aU  the  barking  hulUdui^is  whorrt  they  halloo 
aiESlEiM  ^!i>no  and  lime  in  thetw  our  JjivbI  It  was  a 
RJeTTy  linu'  w}ien  th+^h^  vne  link  bf:!iifli  .s  fiandy blows, 
and  It  jnny  \iv  n  flight  ot  niTi)ws  thnt  larirmed  an  ash- 
ler wnll  RE  little  as  &j  muny  hoilatom  ^  But  we  must 
iouk,  Hurt  let  thf?  jnw  sang  hy."  OjMiJ.  rting  himself 
hi  hia  state  of  diniini^lH  ri  c(jn«?quf  net  \^  ith  this  pithy 
o  id  1  Iff  >  V  e  H  ]  J*  '  '  1  rd  1  u  wcrhJ  ( I H I  drawbridge, 

andpflrniittoiJ  (ff  i  i  ^  i  n.^ij  av(*r..  jVi  tbe  sight  of  his 
white  hair,  albeit  it  discovered  a  visage  equally  peevish 
through  age  and  misfortune,  Roland  ¥ras  inclined  to 
give  him  an  alms,  but  Adam  Wood<!ock  prevented 
nim.  "  E'en  let  him  pav  the  penalty  of  his  former 
d^urlishness  and  greed,"  he  said }  "  the  woli^  when  he 
has  lost  his  teeth,  should  be^treated  no  better  than  a 
cyr." 

Leavinpr  the  Bridge  ward  to  lament  the  altera  lion  of 
timea,  which  sera  domineering  soldiera^  and  fmdal 
rsT^inetifH  10  hi?  nlac«  of  pawage,  ittstend  of  peucefid 
pilgrims,  nn<^^redtirt^d  him  to  become  the  opi-r*i*ftud. 
inatehd  q(  ptajnne  the  extortioner;  the  travollers  tiimed 
them  northward;  and  Adam  Woodcock,  well  ac- 
fjaaintcd  with  that  part  of  the  eoutitry,  proposed  to 
cut  short  ■  considermhleporUon  of  thp  mad,  by  tra- 
vtTBinp  the  litde  vnlti  of  GrttcHeai^i  so  faniou^  for  the 
advmtufCB  which  tn>fill  tljerein  during  thecnHierririrt 
of  the  BenoJietine  B  manuscript  With  thcBet  and 
with  ih?  th^jusand  corometitarie^j  reprtstniaijoiut,  and 
misrejprtFentatioris,  lo  wiuoh  tbev  bad  given  nacj  Ro- 
land Gru'infl  wafl,  of  course,  well  aeqtiainted(  wt  in 
the  Cftstio  of  Aveoei,  aa  well  as  m  other  great  ^ta- 
bU^hnitfntsL  ih<!  iumatL's  talki^d  of  nothing  eooAen, 
or  with  j^nch  plea ^ re,  b0  of  tht^  private  ail'airs  of  their 
lord  and  Indy.  But  while  Rji>land  wfts  vluwing  v\  ith 
intei-efit  iheae  haunted  fiw^jiea,  in  whith  things  wi^re 
ttaid  to  have  patafd  beyond  the  oniin^nf  law»  of  na- 
lura,  Adam  Woodwork  was  titill  npt'ttinc  in  his  ae- 
CTet  .«oijE  thf!  unfimsbed  revel  and  ihe  nitiftng  bnllnd, 
-and  kf  jht  livery  now  mid  ibon  breaking  out  witli  wjrae 
•och  verses  as  these  :— 

•«  The  Prion  of  Pail  dnink  bem-bwwn  ale, 

The  bMt  that  e'er  was  tm«t«d  ; 
The  MoniCB  of  Melroae  made  gnde  kale 
On  Fridara,  when  they  flute<l. 
Saint  Monance'  ■i«ter, 
Tne  fray  priert  kttt  her- 

Piend  aare  Uie  companr  I 
Binjr  hay  trix.  trim-co-trix. 
Under  Uie  greenwood  tree  i" 

By  my  hand,  friend  Woodcock,"  aaid  the  page, 
**  though  I  know  you  for  a  hardy  gospeller,  that  fear, 
ftsilher  saint  nor  devil,  yet,  if  I  were  you,  I  would  not 


J 


aing  youf  profane  fi^nga  In  this  valley  of  Glcndeaqb 
considering  what  has  happened  here  before  oat 
time." 

"A  straw  for  your  wandering  spirits  T*  said  Adam 
Woodcock;  *'I  mind  them  no  more  than  an  earn 
cares  for  a  string  of  wild-geese— they  have  all  fled 
since  the  pulpits  were  filled  with  honest  meiL  and  the 
people's  ears  with  sound  doctrine.  Nav,  I  have  a 
touch  at  them  in  my  ballad,  an  I  had  out  bad  the 
good  luck  to  have  sung  it  to  end ;"  and  again  he  set 
offin  the  same  key : 


ad  apnnc  and  graaay  nng, 

Troop  soblto,  elf,  and  fairy ; 
And  the  kripie  moat  flit  from  the  black  boff>pit, 
Aad  the  brownie  mwt  not  tarry ; 
ToUnbo-Iak* 
Their  way  they  take. 

With  anarce  the  pitti'to  ilea. 
Binr  hay  trix,  trim  co-trix, 
iJMer  Um  greenwood  tree  1 

I  think,"  he  added,  '*  that  could  Sir  Halbert's  patience 
have  atretched  tin  we  came  that  length,  he  would 
have  had  a  hearty  laugh,  and  that  is  wnat  he  seldom 
enjoys." 

^' If  it  be  all  true  that  men  tell  pf  his  early  life,**  said 
Roland,  "  he  has  less  right  to  laugh  at  goblins  than 
most  men." 

"Ah,  if  It  be  all  true,"  answered  Adam  Woodcock  f 
"but  who  can  ensure  us  of  thati  Moreover,  these 
were  but  tales  the  monks  used  to  gull  us  simple  lay- 
men withal ;  they  knew  that  fairies  and  hobgobhne 
brought  aves  and  paternosters  into  repute ;  but.  now 
we  have  eiven  up  worahip  of  images  in  wood  and 
stone,  methinks  it  were  no  time  to  he  afraid  of  bul> 
bles  in  the  water,  or  shadows  in  the  air." 

"  However,"  said  Roland  Graeme,  **as  the  Catholice 
say  they  do  not  worahip  wood  or  stone,  but  oniv  as* 
emblems  of  the  holy  samts,  and  jiot  as  thmgs  hofy  in 
themselves" 

*'  Pshaw !  pshaw  T'  answered  the  falconer;  **  a  rush 
ibr  their  prating  They  told  us  another  story  wheD 
these  baptized  ictols  of  theirs  brought  pikestaves  and 
sandalled  shoon  from  all,  the  four  winds,  and  whillied 
the  old  women  out  of  their  com  and  their  candle-end  a, 
and  their  butter,  bacon,  wool,  and  cheese,  and  wfaett 
not  so  much  as  a  grav  groat  escaped  tithing." 

Roland  Grismehaa  been  long  taught,  by  necessity 
to  consider  his  form  of  religion  ss  a  profound  aecret 
and  to  say  nothing  whatever  in  its  defence  when  ae- 
sailecL  lest  he  should  draw  on  himself  the  suspickm 
of  belonging  to  the  unpopular  and  exploded  church. 
He  therefore  suffered  Adam  Woodcock  to  triumph 
without  farther  opoosition,  marvelling  m  his  own 
mind  whether  any  oi  the  goblins,  formerly  such  active 
iu;ent&  would  avenge  his  rude  raillery  before  they  left 
the  valley  of  Glenoearg.  But  no  such  consequences 
followed.  They  passed  the  night  quietly  in  a  cottage 
in  the  glen,  and  the  next  day  resumM  their  route  to 
Edinburgh. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

fidina  I  Sootia'a  darting  aeat,  » 

All  hail  thy  palaces  and  towera, 

Where  once,  beneath  a  monareliHi  IbtH, 
Sate  legialttioB'a  aovereign  poweca  i 
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"This,  then,  is  Edinburgh T*  said  the  youth,  as  the 
fellow-travellers  arrived  at  one  of  the  heights  to  the 
southward,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  grreat 
northern  capital—"  This  is  that  Edinburgh  of  vvhidi 
we  have  heard  so  muchT* 

"Even  so,"  said  the  falconer;  "yonder  standi 
Auld  Reekie— you  may  see  the  smoke  h'»ver  ovei 


K'ves  is  felt  from  die  edge  of  Solwav  to  Duncan'e-ba> 
iod.  See,  yonder  is  the  old  Castle;  and  see  to  the 
right,  on  yon  rising  ground,  that  is  tbe  Caatle  ol 
Crai^illar,  which  J  have  known  a  merry  place  ife 
my  time." 

^*  Was  it  not  there."  said  the  page  in  a  low  voic^ 
"  that  the  Queen  held  her  court?" 
•*Ay,  ay,"  repKed  the  fidconer,  "doeen  ahe  wm 
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then,  though  yon  must  not  call  her  so  now.— Well, 
ihcy  Tiioy  »i\y  whni  they  will— many  a  tnie  heart  will 
be  rari  for  Mar\'  Stewart,  e'en  if  all  be  true  men  nay 
of  her;  for  look  yoiL  Muster  Roland— she  was  the 
loveliest  creature  to  look  up<m  that  I  ever  saw  with 

are,  anil  no  lady  in  the  land  liked  better  the  fair  flight 
f  a  falfon.  I  was  at  the  cp'cat  match  on  Roslin-moor 
betwixi  Hotliweil— he  was  a  black  sieht  to  her  that 
Boinwi  11— and  the  Baron  of  Roslin,  who  could  judge 
a  hawk's  flight  as  well  ns  any  man  in  Scotland— a 
butt  of  Uhchish  and  a  ring  of  gold  was  the  wager, 
and  it  was  flown  as  fairly  for  as  ever  was  red  gold 
and  bright  wine.  And  to  bw  her  there  on  her  wnite 
palfn'V,  that  flew  as  if  it  scorned  to  touch  more  than 
the  heather  blossom ;  and  to  hear  her  voice,  as  clear 
■ml  Hwefi  as  the  mavis's  wftistle,  mix  amonp  onr 
jolly  whooping  and  whistling;  and  to  mark  all  the 
nohlos  dashing  round  her;  happiest  he  who  got  a 
word  or  a  look— tearing  through  moss  and  hagg,  aAd 
venturing  nrck  and  limb  to  gain  the  pniis4>  of  a  bold 
rider,  and  the  blink  of  a  bonny  Queen  s  bright  eye  !— 
■he  will  si'c  little  hawking  where  she  lies  now— ay, 
■y,  pomp  and  pleafnire  pass  away  as  speedily  as  the 
wap  of  a  falcon's  wing. ' 

*'-Anil  where  is  this  poor  Queen  now  confined?" 
■aid  Kuland  ('nemc,  intcrrsted  in  the  fate  of  a  woman, 
whose  In-auTy  and  grace  had  made  so  stn)ng  an  im- 
prcsRon  ev»'n  on  the  blunt  and  careless  character  of 
Adam  Woodcock. 

"  Where  is  she  now  imprisoned  1"  said  honest 
Adam  ;  "  why,  in  some  castle  in  the  north,  they  sav 
—1  kmm'not  where,  for  my  part,  nor  is  it  worth 
while  to  vex  one's  .oelf  anont  what  cannot  be  mended 
^Aq  she  had  guided  her  power  well  wbilnt  she  had 
it,  she  had  not  come  to  so  evil  a  pass.  Men  say  she 
must  resign  her  crown  to  thin  little  baby  of  a  prince, 
for  that  tht'v  will  tnist  her  with  it  no  longer.  Our 
master  has  been  as  busy  as  his  neighbours  m  all  this 
work.  If  I  he  Queen  should  come  to  her  own  again, 
Avenel  f.'astle  is  like  to  smoke  for  it,  unless  he 
makes  his  bnnrnin  all  the  better." 

"  In  a  castle  in  the  north  Queen  Mar>'  is  confined  ?" 
•aid  the  page. 

"  Why,  ay— they  say  so.  at  least— In  a  castle  be- 

Irond  thi»t  great  river  wljich  conies  down  yonder,  and 
ook9  like  a  river,  but  it  is  a  branch  of  the  sea,  and  as 
bitter  as  brine." 

"  And  amongst  all  her  subjects,"  said  the  nage, 
with  some  emotion,  "is  th«'n*  none  that  will  adven- 
ture any  thing  for  her  reli«'f .'" 

'•  That  is  a  kittle  question."  said  the  falconer;  "and 
if  you  ask  it  often.  Master  Roland.  I  am  fain  to  tell  you 
that  you  will  be  mewed  up  yourself  in  some  of  tlio<«e 
castles,  if  they  do  not  prefer  twistmg  your  head  off]  to 
•ave  farther  trouble  with  vou— Ad  venture  any  thing  ? 
Lordf  why,  Murray*  has  inc  wind  in  his  i)Oop  now, 
man,  and 'flies  ^^o  hii^h  and  strong,  that  the  devil  a  wing 
of  them  can  match  dim-No,  no:  ihere  she  is,  and  there 
■lie  must  lie,  till  Heaven  send  her  deliverance,  or  till 
her  son  has  the  management  of  all— Rut  Murray  will 
never  let  her  loose  again,  ho  knows  her  too  well.— 
And  hiirk  thee,  wc  are  now  bound  for  Holy  rood, 
where  thou  will  find  plenty  of  news  and  of  courtiers 
to  tell  it— But.  take  my  counsel,  and  kirp  a  calm 
■ough,  as  the  Scots  say— hear  every  man's  counsel, 
and  keep  your  own.  And  if  you  hap  to  learn  any 
news  you  like,  leap  not  up  as'  if  you  wt>ro  to  put  on 
armour  direct  in  the  cause— Our  old  Mr.  Wingatesays 
—and  he  knows  court-cattle  well— that  if  you  are 
told  old  King  Coul  is  come  alive  again,  you  should 
turn  it  otTwith,  '  And  is  he,  in  truth  ?— I  heard  not  ol' 
it,'  and  should  seem  no  more  moved,  than  if  one 
Inld  you.  by  way  of  novelty,  that  old  King  Coul  was 
dead  and  burie<l.  Wherefore,  look  well  to  your  bear- 
ing, Master  Roland,  for  1  promise  you,  you  come 
among  a  generation  that  are  Keen  as  a  hungry  hawk 
— ^And  never  l^e  dagger  out  of  sheath  at  every  wry 
word  you  hear  spoken ;. for  you  will  find  as  hot  Blades 
•a  yourself,  and  then  will  be  letting  of  blood  without 
advice  either  of  leech  or  almanack." 

"  Vou  shall  see  how  staid  I  will  be,  and  how  cau- 
tious my  gt>od  friend,"  said  Gneme :  "  but,  blessed 
Lady,  what  goodly  house  is  that  which  is  lying  all  in 
~^  I  to  dose  to  the  city  1  Have  they  been  Dlaying  at 


the  Abbot  of  Unreason  here,  and  ended  the  gambol 
by  burning  the  church  1" 

"  There  again  now,"  replied  his  companion,  "you 
go  doi^Ti  {he  wind  like  a  wild  haggard,  that  minds 
neither  lure  nor  beck— that  is  a  question  you  should 
have  asked  in  as  low  a  tone  as  I  shall  answer  it." 

"If  I  stay  here  long,"  said  Roland  Gneme,  '*  it  is 
like  I  shall  lose  the  natural  use  of  my  voice— but 
what  are  the  ruins  then  T* 

"  The  Kirk  of  FieM,"  said  the  falconer,  in  a  low 
and  impressive  whisjH'r,  laying  at  the  same  lime  his 
finger  on  his  lip;  "  ask  no  more  nhmit  it— somehmly 
got  foul  play,  and  somebixly  got  the  blame  of  it;  ana 
the  game  began  there  which  perhaps  may  not  be 
played  out  in  our  lime.— Poor  Hertr)'  Darnley!  to  be 
an  ass,  he  understood  somewhat  of  a  hawk !  nut  they 
sent  him  on  the  wing  through  the  air  himself  one 
briglit  moonlight  night." 

The  memory  of  tHis  catastrr)phe  was  so  recent,  that 
the  page  averted  his  eyi.'S  with  horror  from  the 
scathed  ruins  in  which  it  had  taken  place;  and  the 
accusations  against  the  Que<Mi,  to  which  it  had  given 
rise,  came  over  his  mind  with  such  strength  as  to 
balance  the  compassion  he  had  begun  to  entertain 
for  her  present  foriorn  situation. 

It  was,  indeed,  with  that  agitating  state  of  mind 
which  arises  partly  from  hoVror,  but  more  from 
anxious  interest  and  curiosit)',  that  young  Gricme 
found  himself  actually  traversing  the  scene  of  those 
tremendous  events,  the  report  of  which  had  dis- 
turbed the  most  distant  solitudes  in  Scotland,  liko 
the  echoes  of  distant  thunder  rolling  among  the 
mountains. 

"  Now,"  he  thought,  "  now  or  never  shall  I  be- 
comii  a  man,  and  Iwiir  my  part  in  those  deeds  which 
the  simple  inhabitants  of  our  hamlets  lepeat  to  each 
other  as  if  they  were  wrtjught  by  beings  of  a  superior 
order  to  their  o^'n  !  I  will  know  now,  wherefore  the 
Knight  of  Avenel  carries  his  crest  so  much  above 
those  of  the  neighbouring  baronage,  and  how  it  is 
that  men.  by  valour  and  wisdom,  work  their  way 
from  the  noddin-gray  coat  to  the  cloak  of  scarlet  and 
gold.  Men  say  I  have  not  much  wisdom  to  recom- 
mend me ;  and  if  that  be  tnie,  courage  must  do  it : 
for  1  will  tin  a  man  amongst  living  men,  or  a  dead 
corose  amongst  the  dead." 

From  these  dreams  of  ambition  he  turned  his 
thouglits  to  those  of  plcasun*,  and  began  to  form 
many  conjectures,  when  and  where  he  should  ees 
Catherine  8eyton,  and  in  what  manner  their  ac- 
quaintance was  to  he  renewed.  With  such  conjee^ 
tiiri-s  ht;  was  amusing  himself,  when  he  found  that 
they  had  entered  the  city,  and  all  other  feelinjgs  were 
.suspended  in  the  sensation  of  giddy  astonishment 
with  which  an  inhabitant  of  the  country  is  aiFected, 
when,  for  the  first  time,  he  finds  himself  in  the  streets 
of  a  large  and  populous  city,  a  unit  in  the  midst  of 
thousands. 

The  principal  street  of  Edinburgh  was  then,  as  now, 
one  ot  the  most  spacious  in  Europe.  The  extreme 
height  of  the  housi^s,  and  the  variety  of  Gothic  gables, 
and  battlements,  and  balconies,  by  which  the  sky- 
line on  each  side  was  crownwl  and  terminated,  toge- 
ther with  the  width  of  the  street  itself,  might  have 
struck  with  surprise  a  more  practised  eye  than  that 
of  young  GrcRme.  The  population,  close  packed 
witnin  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  at  this  time  increased 
by  the  luiinber  of  the  lords  of  the  King's  party  who 
had  thronge<l  to  Edinburgh  to  wait  upon  the  Regent 
Murray,  absolutely  swarmed  hke  bees  on  the  wide ' 
and  stately  street.  Instead  of  the  shop- windows, 
which  are  now  calculated  'for  the  display  of  goods, 
the  traders  had  their  open  booths  projecting  on  the 
8trect,  in  which,  as  in  the  fashion  of  the  modern 
bazars,  all  was  exposed  which  they  had  upon  rale. 
And  though  the  commodities  were  not  of  the  richest 
kmds,  yet  Gntine  thought  he  beheld  the  wealth  o/tbe 
whole  world  in  the  various  bales  of  Flanders  cloths, 
and  the  specimens  of  tapestry ;  and,  at  other  places^ 
the  display  of  domestic  utensili^  and  pieces  or  plate, 
struck  nim  with  wonder.  The  sight  of  cutlers'  booths^ 
furnished  with  swords  snd  poniardsL  which  were 


manufactured  in  Scotland,  and  with  pieces  of  defen- 
ave  armour,  imported  fiom  FUadaiiaxvUWA.>»SBik 


fChuuiL 


ftiippiwt  flid,ate»eryM»,ha£NUidBt>n«ellto«d» 
mire  and  to  gaze  upon,  that  Ad^  Weodeook  had  ao 
Uuletliffioulty  in  provaiUng  on  mm  to  advance  through 
auch  a  scene  of  enchantment. 

The  Mght  of  the  crowds  which  filled  the  atraeta  was 
equally  a  8ubj[ect  of  wonder.  Here  a  gay  lady,  in  her 
taufHer,  or  silken  veil,  traced  bar  way  delicately^  a 
eentlemao-uaher  making  way  for  her,  a  page  heanag 
up  her  tr&in,  and  a  waitmg  gentle  woman  carrying  her 
Bihie^  thus  intimating  that  her  puri^oae  waa  towards 
the  church— There  he  might  see  a  group  of  cithDana 
bending  the  same  way,  with  their  ahort  Flemiah 
doakai'wide  trowaera,  and  high-eaped  doublets;  a 
fashion  to  which,  aa  well  aa  to  their  bdnnet  and 
feather,  the  Scota  ware  long  faithful  Then^  again, 
came  the  clergyman  himaelf;  in  hia  black  Geneva 
do/ik  and  baa«t  lending  a  grave  and  attentive  ear  to 
ihe  Discourse  of  several  persons  who  accompanied 
him,  and  who  ware  douotleaa  holding  serioua  con- 
verae  on  the  religioua  aubject  he  waa  about  to  treat  o£ 
Nor  did  there  lack  paaaengera  of  a  different  claaa  and 
appearance.. 

At  every  turn,  Roland  Oreme  might  aee  a  gallant 
ruffle  along  in  the  newer  or  French  mode,  his  doublet 
slashed,  and  his  points  of  the  aame  cokmra  with  the 
bning,  his  kmg  sword  on  one  aide,  and  hia  poniard 
on  the  other,  behind 'him  a  body  of  stout  serving* 
men,  proportioned  to  hia  eatate  and  quality,  all  of 
whom  walked  with  the  air  of  military  retainers,  and 
were  armed  with  aword  and  bucklerthe  latter  being 

g  email  round  shield,  not  unlike  the  Highland  target, 
aving  a  steel  sp^e  in  the  centre.  Two  of  thoae 
parties,  each  headed  by  a  person  of  importance^ 
chanced  to  meet  in  the  very  oentre  of  the  street,  or, 
as  it  waa  caUed,  '*  the  crown  of  the  cauaeway.'*  a  post 
of  honour  aa  tenacioualy  aascrted  in  Scotland,  as  that 
of  giving  or  taking  the  wall  need  to  be  in  the  more 
aouthern  part  of  the  island.  The  t#o  leadeca  being 
of  equal  rank,  and,  most  probably,  either  animated  by 
political  dltmej  or  by  recollection  of  aome  feudal 
enmity,  marohed  close  an  to  each  other,  without 
yielding  an  inch  to  the  riglit  or  the  leftt  and  neither 
ehowin^  the  least  ourpose  of  giving  Way,  they  stomied 
for  an  matant,  and  then  drew  their  aworda.  Their 
ibllowers  imiuted  theit  example;  about  a  score  of 
weapons  at  once  flashed  in  the  aim,  and  there  was  an 
ntnediate  dattar  of  aworda  and  bucklera,  while  the 
followers  on  etiher  side  cried  theu*  maaler'a  name ;  the 
one  shouting  *'  Help,  a  Leslie  1  a  Lealie !"  while  the 
othera  answered  with  shouts  of  "  8eyton  I  Seytonf 
with  the  additional  punning  alogaa,  '*  Set  on,  aet  on 
-4)ear  the  knavea  to  the  fq^ndl" 

If  the  falconer  found  difficulty  in  getting  the  page 
to  go  forwafd  before,  it  waa  now  perfectly  impoa- 
■ibie.  He  reined  up  hia  horse,  clapped  las  hands,  and 
delighted  with  the  fray,  cried  and  ahouted  aa  faat  as 
anyof  those  who  ^re  actually  engaged  in  it. 

The  noise  and  cnes  thus  arising  on  the  High-gata^ 
aa  it  was  called,  drew  into  the  qimrrel  two  or  three 
other  partiea  of  gentlemen  and  their  aervanta,  besides 
apme  single  paaaenoera,  who,  hearing  a  fray  betwixt 
these  two  distinsuished  namea,  took  part  in  it,  either 
far  love  or  hatred. 

The  combat  became  now  very  aharp,  and  althon^ 
tbp  sword-and-bockler-men  made  more  clatter  and 
noiae  than  they  did  real  damage,  yet  aeveral  good  cnta 
were  dealt  among  them ;  and  those  who  worerapiere 
^«  more  formidablo  weapon  than  the  ordinary  Scot- 
Uah  aword— «ave  and  received  dangeroua  wounda. 
Two  men  were  already  atretched  on  the  canaeway, 
and  the  party  of  Seyton  began  to  give  ground,  betng 
much  mfenor  in  number  to  die  otfaei;  with  which 
aeveral  of  the  citizena  had  united  theuMehrea,  when 
young  Roland  Graeme,  beholdmg  their  leader,  a  noble 
gentleman,  fightina  bravely,  and  hard  preased  with 
numbersi  could  witnhoki  no  longer.  "Adam  Wood- 
tock,^*  he  said,  "  an  you  be  a  man,  draw,  and  let  ua 
.  ake  part  with  the  Seyton."  And.  ^thout  faaiting  a 
leply.  or  listening  to  the  frdoonera  eameat  entreaty, 
that  he  would  leave  alone  a  strife  in  which  he  had  no 
aoncem,  the  fiery  youth  aprung  from  hia  horse,  drew 
hia  ahort  aword.  and  ahoating  like  the  raat,  "A  8ey^ 
Ion!  aSe/uin)  Set  on4  M  on!"  thniatforward 
i0loth»|lironftaiid  atonk  d^wn  aat  gC  thaaa  vfaa 


wai  pvaning 
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neaahig  hafdMC  npaa  ikB  gemietnen  mhmm 
he  eapanaed.  Thia  andden  rsmfiircemeDi  gaa» 
,^_..  to  the  weaker  par^,  who  hena  to  rancw  tlit 
combat  with  much  alacriQr.  when  roar  of  the  iiian'ip 
tratea  of  the  city,  diatinguiahed  by  their  velvet  otoak* 
and  geld  akaine,  eame  I4>  with  a  guard  of  halbeidieff 
and  emaenii  armed  with  long  weapons,  and  well  a» 
enatoned  to  anch  aervice,  threat  boldly  Ibrward,  and 
oompellad  the  aYrordsmen  to  separate,  who  imin»- 
dialaly  retreated  m  di&rent  dhrectkms,  leaving  each 
of  the  wounded  on  both  Bkie8>  aa  had  been  dtsabM 
in  the  frmr,  lying  on  the  atreet 

The  fefconer,  who  had  been  tearing  Ua  beard  fbr 
anger  at  hia  oomrade*a  raahneas,  now  rode  op  to  hma 
wim  the  horse  which  ha  had  caught  by  the  bndle^  mad 
acooated  him  with  "Master  Roland-Vnasterf^ooar* 
mastflr  madcap— wiU  it  please  j^ou  to  gat  on  horaa^ 
and  budge?  or  will  yea  remain  baae  to  be  carried  is 
priaon.  and  made  to  answer  for  thia  pretty  da/s 
woikT** 

The  page,  who  had  begun  hie  retreat  along  with  the 
Seytona,  juat  aa  if  he  tiad  been  one  of  their  natmral 
alhea,  waa  by  this  uneeiemonknia  applicatitm  made 
sensible  thatlie  was  acting  afooliah  part;  and,  obef- 
Ing  Adam  Woodcock,  with  aome  senae  of  ahame,  n« 
ssnuiR  actively  on  horaeback,  and  upsetting  with  tiM 
shoulder  of  the  animal  a  city-ofiloer,  who  vraa  making 
towaida  him^  he  began  to  riloe  amar^y  down  the  atsess 
along  with  his  companion,  and  waa  quickly  outof  tbs 
reach  of  the  hue  and  cry,  In  feet,  reacountere  of  the 
kind  were  ao  common  m  Edinbargh  at  that  peiiod, 
that  the  disttnbance  seldom  excited  much  attention 
i^ter  the  affiray  waa  oytTt  tmleaa  aome  person  of  co»> 
aequenee  chanced  to  have  feOen.  an  incklent  whidi 
impoaed  on  his  friends  the  duty  or  avenipng  his  oeadi 
on  the  firat  convenient  opportunity.  Bo  feebld^  i»> 
deed,  waa  the  arm  of  the  polkx^  that  it  waa  not  un»> 
aual  for  such  akiimiahea  to  last  for  hoar%  where  the 
parties  were  numerous  and  well  matched.  But  at  this 
time  the  Reifent;  a  man  of  great  strength  of  eharaop 
ter,  aware  of  the  mischief  which  nautuly  arose  froaa 
such  aeta  of  vk)lenoei  had  prevailed  with  the  magia- 
trates  to  ke^  a  constant  guard  on  foot,  for  preveofr> 
ing  or  separating  such  afirayaaa  had  happened  in  the 
present  oaae.  « 

The  falconer  and  hia  young  companion  were  novr 
riding  down  the  Canongate,  and  had  slackened  ihak 
pace  to  avoid  attracung  attention,  the  rather  that  there 
seemed  to  be  no  appearance  of  pureuit  Roland  humr ' 
his  head  as  one  who  was  conadoua  his  conduct  hal 
bean  none  of  the  wiaeet,  while  hia  companion  thoa 
addressed  him. 

"  Wni  yoQ  be  pleaaed  to  tell  me  one  thing.  Master 
Roland  Grmne^  and  that  ia,  whether  there  be  a  dsvi 
incarnate  in  yon  or  no  f 

"Truly,  Master  Adam  Woodcock,"  answered  tha 
page,  "I  would  fahi  hope  there  ia  not"  *  # 

^%en,*'  aaid  Ad^  "I  would  fein  know  by  what 
o^er  influence  or  tna^tion  you  are  peroetunlly  aa 
one  end  or  the  other  oraoow  blsody  brawl  1  Whaill^ 
I  pray,  had  you  todo  with  theae Seytons  and  LeaKei^ 
that  yon  never  heard  the  namea  of  in  your  life  b4> 
forer' 

"You  are  out  there,  my  friend,"  aatd  RolanA 
Grsme.  "I  have  my  own  reaaona  for  being  a  ftieiid 
to  the  Seytona." 

"  They  muat  have  been  vor  aeeret  reasons,  then,* 
anawered  Adam  Woodcock,  ''fori  think  I  ooukikavn 
wagered  you  had  never  known  one  of  the  namei  and 
I  am  apt  to  believe  atill  that  it  wu  your  unhallowed 
passion  for  that  claahing  of  odd  iron,  which  haa  ai 
much  charm  for  yoa  aa  me  clatter  of  a  oraaa  pan  hath 
for  a  hive  of  beea,  rather  dian  any  care  either  for  Se^ 
ton  or  tor  Le^  that  peranaded  you  to  thrust  90^ 
fool's  hevl  into  a  quarrel  that  nowiae  coneemed  yoa 
But  take  thia  for  a  warning  my  young  maater,  that  if 
yoa  are  to  draw  aword  with  every  man  who  tews 
awold  on  tfae  High«fiele  here,  it  will  be  aaaroe  worii 

rwhfle  to  aheatne  bilbo  aj^m  for  the  rest  ef  yo* 
aince,  if  I  gueaa  rightly,  it  will  scarce  endma  «• 
anch  terma  formany  houra^-^  which  I  leave  to  yoor 
aerkraa  conaideration." 
**Bymf  word,  Adam,  I  honour  yo«r  advice,  and! 
yoBb  that  1  wili^raat^  fay  jtaafaidiftily«n 


mat\ 


§*  wmt  mmm  nymiUf  «t^  voil  to  ^  iM«  mi 
■■yvtaiT  of  bMiiag  mvMlf  who  all  wiadom  and  aafBijr 
«toofi8i  the  new  palka  of  lift  that  I  an  abont  to  be 

And  thenin  you  will  do  wtll,"  aaid  tlie  Adoonei^ 


L  a  diin((hi]l  hon— and  ao  baiwixt  twofiuilta  ... 

hm.m  the  beet  aide  on't  Bot  befldea  yon  oesoiiar 
ipmhia  for  quairelfoig  and  luninft  oat  yoor  aide  oom- 
pemion.  my  dear  Maater  Roland,  yon  have  alao  the 
sift  or  peering  under  every  woman'a  auiffler  and 
screen,  as  if  you  expected  to  find  an  oldaoquanitance. 
Tt^ogn  wereyoutoapyftne,  I  should  beaa  reach  mir- 
prtaea  at  it,  well  wotting  hew  few  you  have  aeen  of 
dleae  same  wild-fowl^  aa  I  was  at  your  taking  so  deep 
mn  interest  even  now  in  the  Sevtoa«" 

**  Tush,  man  I  nonsense  and  lolly/*  answered  Ro- 
land Greme,  "  I  but  sought  to  see  what  eyea  these 
Sontle  hawks  have  got  under  their  hood." 

*^  Ay,  but  it's  a  dangerous  subject  of  inqiuiry,"  aaid 
the  falconer  {  "  vou  had  better  hold  out  your  bare 
'^vrist  fi>r  an  eagle  to  perch  upoif .— Look  you,  Master 
Roland,  theee  pretty  wikl-geese  oannot  be  hawked  at 
without  risk—they  have  as  many  divings,  boltinga, 
mod  voQeyiofls,  as  the  most  gamesome  quairy  that 
ialooa  ever  flew  at— And  besides,  every  woman  of 
tliem  is  manned  with  her  husband,  or  her  kind  fiiend, 
or  her  brother,  or  her  cousin,  er  her  sworn  servant  at 
the  least— But  you  heed  me  net,  Maaier  Roland, 
though  I  know  toe  game  ao  well— your  eye  is  all  on 
tkat  pretty  damsel  who  trips  down  the  gate  befbre  us 
-^by  my  certes,  I  will  warrant  her  a  Blithe  dancer 
either  in  reel  or  revel— a  pair  of  silver  morisort  bells 
would  become  these  pretcv  anklee  as  well  aa  the  jea- 
aea  Mroold  suit  the  fairest  Norway  hawk." 

^Thou  art  a  fool,  Adam,"  said  the  page,  ^andl 
cars  not  a  button  about  the  girl  or  her  ankles— But, 
what  the  foul  fiend,  one  must  look  at  something  1" 

'^  Very  true,  Maater  Roland  Gneme,"  said  his  guide, 
**  but  let  me  pray  you  to  choose  your  objects  better. 
Look  ^u,  .there  is  scarce  a  woman  walks  this  High* 
gate  with  a  nlk  screen  or  a  pearlin  muffler,  but,  as  I 
said  before,  she  has  either  gentleman-usher  before 
her,  or  kinsman,  or  lover,  or  husband,  at  her  elbow, 
or  it  may  be  a  brace  of  stout  fellows  with  sword  and 
buckler,  not  so  fiv  behind  but  what  they  can  follow 
dose— But  you  heed  me  no  mor6  than  a  goas^awk 
minds  a  yeUow  yoklring.*^ 

*'0  yea,  I  do— I  do  mind  you  indeed^"  aaid  Roland 
Xhvme ;  "  but  hold  my  nag  a  bit— I  will  be  with  you 
in  the  exdiange  of  a  whistle."  So  saying,  and  ere 
Adam  Woodcock  could  finish  the  aermon  which  was 
dying  on  his  tongue,  Roland  Qneme,  to  the  faloon^s 
utter  astonishment,  threw  him  the  bridle  of  his  jen- 
net, jumped  off*  horseback,  and  puraued  down  one  of 
the  closes  or  narrow  lanes,  which,  opening  under  a 
vault,  tenninatod  upon  the  main-street,  the  very 
maiden  to  whom  his  friend  had  accused  him  of  show- 
ing so  much  attention,  and  who  had  turned  down  the 
pftsa  in  question. 

'*  Saint  Mary,  Saint  Magdalen,  Saint  Benedict, 
Saint  Barnabas  f '  cried  the  poor  talcoaer,  when  he 
found  himself  thus  suddenly  brought  to  a  pause  in  the 
midst  of  the  Canongate,  and  saw  hia  young  charge 
etart  ofTlike  a  madman  in  quest  of  a  damsel  whom 
he  had  never,  as  Adam  supposed,  seen  in  his  life  be- 
fore,-^'* Saint  Satan  and  Saint  Bedzebub— for  this 
would  make  one  swear  Saint  and  devil— what  can 
have  come  over  the  lad,  with  a  wanion  I  And  what 
shall  I  do  the  whilst  7— he  will  have  hia  throat  cot, 
the  poor  lad,  as  sure  as  I  was  bom  at  the  foot  of 
Roseberry-Topping.  Could  I  find  some  one  to  hold 
the  horaes!  but  they  are  as  sharp  here  north-away  as 
b  canny  Torkshire  herself  and  quit  bridle,  Quit  titt,  as 
we  aay.  An  I  could  but  see  one  of  our  folks  now,  a 
bolly-^rig  were  worth  a  gold  taaael :  or  oould  I  but 
ioe  one  of  the  Regent's  men— but  to  leave  the  horaes 
.  lo  a  atranger.  that  I  cannot— and  to  leave  the  place 
while  thelaa  is  in  jeopardy,  thati  wonot" 

We  must  leave  ao  fakx>ner,  however,  in  die  midat 
of  hia  diatreaa,  and  follow  the  hot-headed  youth  who 
was  the  canae  of  lua  petpfenty. 


The  latler  ptH.oT  Adam  Wdadoook'a  me^nmm^ 
stranoe  had  been  m  a  great  measure  MSI  upon  Roland 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  ii^tcoded  ;  becauae,  mone  (» 
the  female  forma  which  tripped  along  the  atreet,  mufi> 
fled  in  a  veil  of  striped  silk,  like  the  women  of  Brua> 
aela  at  this  day*  his  eye  had  disconed  something 
which  dosely  lasembled  the  exquisite  shape  and  aoi* 
hted  beanng  of  Catherine  Seyton.— Durmg  all  tl|a 
0«ve  adnee  which  the  felcooer  was  dinning  into  m 
ear,  hia  eye  continoed  intent  uoon  so  interesting  an 
object  of  observation :  and,  at  length,  aa  the  daraaeli 
joat  about  to  dive  under  one  of  the  arched  passagea 
which  afibrded  an  outlet  to  the  Canongate  from  tba 
hooaea  beneath,  (a  passage^  graced  by  a  projecting 
ahield  of  arma,  supported  by  two  huge  foxes  of  stonej 
had  UAed  her  veil  for  the  purpoae  perhaps  of  descry- 
ing who  the  horseman  waa  who  for  some  time  had 
2ed  her  ao  cfoaely,  young  Roland  saw.  under  the 
ada  of  the  silken  plaid,  enough  of  the  oright  azure 
e^ea,  lair  loeka,  and  blithe  features,  to  induce  hin^ 
like  an  inexperienced  and  rash  madcap,  whose  wiUul 
.wasra  had  never  been  traversed  by  contradiction,  nor 
much  subjeeted  to  consideration,  to^brow  the  bridle 
of  hia  horaa  into  Adam  Woodcock' snand,  and  leave 
him  to  play  the  waiting  gen tlemaui  while  he  dashed 
down  the  paved  court  after  Catharme  Sey  ton— all  aa 
aforsaaid. 

Women's  wits  are  proverbiallyquick,butaDparently 
those  of  Catherine  augieeated  no  better  expedient  than 
famy  to  betake  heraelt  to  speed  of  foot,  in  hopes  of 
bafisinff  the  page's  vivacity,  by  getting  aafely  lod^ged 
before  he  could  discover  woera  But  a  youth  of  eigh- 
tsen,  in  porsuit  of  a  miatrea^  is  not  so  easily  out- 
stripped. Catherine  fied  across  a  paved  court  deco- 
rated with  large  formal  vasea  of  stone,  in  which 
yews,  cypmeaes,  and  other  evergreens,  vegetated  in 
sombre  sullenness,  and  gave  a  correspoiH^ent  d^ne 
of  aolenmity  to  the  high  and  heavy  boildlog  in  front 
of  which  they  were  placed  aa  ornaments^  aspiring 
towards  a  square  portion  of  the  blue  hemisphero.  cor^ 
responding  exactly  in  extent  to  the  quadrangle  in 
which  they  were  atationed,  and  all  around  which  rose 
huge  bla6k  walla,  exhibiting  windows  in  rows  of  five 
atoriei^  with  heavy  architravea  over  each,  bearing 
armonal  and  religious  devices. 

Through  this  .court  Catherine  Seyton  flashed  like  a 
hunted  doe,  making  the  beat  uae  of  those  pretty  legs 
which  had  attracted  the  commendation  even  of  the 
reflective  and  cautioua  Adam  Woodcock.  She  has-  * 
tened  towards  a  large  door  in  the  centre  of  the  lower 
front  of  the  court,  pulled  the  bobbin  till  the  latch  flew 
up,  and  enaconcedf  herself  in  the  ancient  raanaion. 
But,  if  she  fled  like  a  doe,  Roland  Grsme  followed 
with  the  speed  and  ardour  of  a  youthful  stag-hounci, 
loosed  for  the  first  time  on  his  prey.  He  kept  her  in 
view  in  spite  of  her  eflbrts ;  for  it  is  remarkable^  what 
an  advantage  in  auch  a  race  the  gallant  who  desirea 
to  aee,  poaaesses  over  the  maiden  who  wishes  not  to 
be  seen— an  advantage  which  I  have  knovrn  counter- 
balance a  great  start  in  point  of  distance.  In  short, 
he  aaw  the  waving  of  her  screeiL  or  veil,  at  one  cor- 
ner, hoard  the  tap  of  her  foot,  light  aa  that  waa,  as  it 
crossed  the  court,  and  caught  a  glimpae  of  her  figure 
just  as  ahe  entered  the  door  of  the  mansion. 

Roland  Gneme,  inconsiderate  and  headlong  as  we 
have  described  him,  having  no  knowledge  of  real  life 
but  from  the  romancea  wmeh  he  had  read,  and  not 
an  idea  of  checking  himaelf  in  the  midat  of  any  eager 
mipulas;  possess od,  besides,  of  much  o6urage  and 
readineea,  never  hesitated  for  a  moment  to  approach 
the  door  through  which  the  object  of  his  search  hail 
disappeared.  Be,  too,  ouUed  the  bobbin,  and  tlie 
latch,  though  heavy  ana  maasive,  answered  to  the 
sdmmons,  and  aroae.  The  page  entered  witii  tbo 
aame  predpitatbn  which  had  marked  his  whole  pro-  . 
ceeding,  and  fo«md  hunself  in  a  lar^  gloomy  hall,  or 
vestibuie,.(fimiy  enlightened  by  latticed  casements  of 
painted  ffaaa,  and  rendered  yet  dimmer  through  the 
exclusion  of  the  aunbeamai  owing  to  the  heigm.  of 
the  walla  of  those  buildings  by  wluch  the  court-yard 
waaefickwed.  The  walls  of  the  hall  were  surrounded 
with  shita  of  ancient  and  rusted  annour,  interchanged 
with  huge  and  maasive  atone  scutcbeons.  beanng 
Anibfe  tnmmm^  fleorod  and  cowar-fleuna.  wImi 


ihfltiM,  otmmets,  And  io  Ibrth,  diiiiKt.to  nMeh  Ro- 
land Oneme  give  not  a  moment's  attention. 

In  fate t,  he  onl/ deigned  to  obterve  thrj  E-  of 
Catherine  Seyton,  who,  deeming  bene  1 1  -  >  he 

hall,  had  stopped  to  take  breath  after  hi  r  ^  ad 

was  reposing  herself  for  a  moment  on  a  Irirv  o:i  i .  en 
aettle  which  stood  at  the  upper  end  of  thi^  ha\ [.  The 
noise  of  Roland's  entrance  at  once  di-ctnrhrrl  hri 
fhe  started  up  with  a  faint  scream  of  ad 

escaped  through  one  of  the  several  j ts 

which  opened  mto  this  apartment  as  a  common  cen- 
tre. This  door,  which  Roland  Chnme  instantly  ap- 
proached, opened  on  a  lor^e  and  well-lighted  gallery, 
at  (he  upper  end  of  which  he  oouJd  hear  several 
voieea,  ana  the  noise  of  hasty  steps  approaching  to- 
wards the  hall,  or  vestibule.  A  little  recalled  to  sober 
thought  by  an  dpoearance  of  serious  danger,  he  was 
deliberating  whotlter  he  should  stand  fast  or  retire, 
when  Catherine  Seyton  re-entered  from  a  side  door, 
ronning  towards  him  with  as  much  speed  as  a  few 
minutes  since  she  had  fled  from  him. 

*'  O,  what  miscliief  brought  you  hither?"  she  said ; 
"fly— flv,  or  y^  are  a  dead  man,— or  stay— they 
come— flight  is  impossible— say  you  came  to  ask  for 
Lord  Seyton." 

She  sprung  from  him  and  disappeared  through  the 
door  by  which  she  had  made  her  second  appearance ; 
and.  at  the  same  instant,  a  pair  of  large  folaing-doors 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  gallery  flew  open  with  vehe- 
liicnce;  and  six  or  seven  young  gentlemen,  richly 
dressed,  pressed  forward  into  the  apartment,  having, 
tor  the  greater  part,  then-  swords  drawn. 

"  Who  is  it,"  said  one,  "  dare  intrude  on  us  in  our 
own  mansion  V* 

'^Cut  him  to  pieres,"  said  another}  "let  him  pay 
fbr  this  day's  insolence  and  violence— he  is  some  fol- 
lower of  the  Rothes." 

"  No,  by  Saint  Mary,"  said  another ;  '*  he  is  a  fol- 
lower of  the  areh-flend  and  ennobled  clown  Holbert 
Glendinning,  who  takes  the  style  of  Avenel— once  a 
church-vassal,  now'fe  pillager  of  the  chtirch." 

'*It  is  80,"  said  a  fourth;  "I  know  him  by  the 
holly-sprig,  whicii  is  their  cognisance.  Secure  the 
door,  he  must  answer  for  this  insolence." 

Two  of  the  gallants,  hastily  ^rawing  their  wea- 
pons, passed  on  to  the  door  by  which  Roland  had 
entered  the  hall,  and  stationea  themselves  there  as 
if  10  prevent  his  escape.  The  others  advanced  on 
Greme,  who  had  just  sense  enotu^h  to  perceive  that 
any  attempt  at  resistance  would  be  alike  fruitless 
and  irnpniclent.  At  once,  and  by  various  voices, 
none  of  which  sounded  amicably,  the  page  was  re- 

Suired  to  say  who  he  was,  whence  he  came^  his  name,' 
is  errand,  and  who  sent  him  hither.  The  number 
of  the  questions  demanded  of  hirn  at  once,  aflbrded  a 
momentary  apology  for  his  remaining  silent,  and  ere 
that  brief  iruoe  had  elapsed,  a  personage  entered  the 
hall,  at  whose  appearance  those  who  nad  gatherod 
fiercely  around  Roland,  fell  back  with  respecU 

This  was  a  toll  man,  whose  dark  hair  was  already 
grizzled,  thougli  his  eye  and  haughty  features  retained 
all  the  onimation  or  youth.  The  upper  part  of  his 
person  was  undressed  to  his  Holland  shirt,  whose 
ample  fokis  were  stained  with  blood.  But  he  wore  a 
n^antle  of  crimson,^  lined  with  rich  fur,  caat  around 
him.  which  supplied  the  deficiency  of  his  dress.  On 
his  head  he  had  a  crimson  velvet  bonnet,  looped  up 
on  one  side  with  a  small  golden  chain  of  many  links, 
which,  going  thrice  round  the  hat,  was  (astened  by  a 
medal,  agreeable  to  the  fashion  amongst  the  grandees 
of  the  time. 

"Whom  have  you  here,  sons  and  kinsmen," -said 
he,  "around  whqm  vou  crowd  thus  roughly  ?— Know 
you  not  that  the  snelter  of  this  roof  should  sedbre 
eivcry  one  fair  treatment,  who  shall  come  hither  either 
in  fair  peaoe,  or  in  open  and  manly  hostility  1" 

"But  here,  my,  lord,"  answered  one  of  the  youths, 
"is  a  knave  who  comes  on  treacheroua  espial  1" 

^I  deny  the  charge,"  said  Roland  Graeme,  boldly, 
**  I  came  to  inquire  after  my  Lord  SeytoiL" 

"A  likely  tale,"  answered  his  accuaan^  ^ in  the 
ttouih  of  a  -foUower  of  GHendinning." 

"  Stay,  yoang  men,"  said  the  Lord  Seyton,  for  it 
«rM  that  ttobknui  himself  "tet  nin  kmk  at  this 


.       .       .  itiadieYcifi 

ly  to  my  ade  not  vary  many  minules  sino^.whesi 
some  of  my  own  knaves  bora  thamaelves  with  mora 
respect  to  their  own  worshipful  safety  than  to  mine  I 
Stand  back  flora  him,  for  he  well  ckaervaB  honour 
and  a  fiiendly  wetoone  at  your  hands,  instead  of  thin 
loosh  treatment" 

They  fell  back  on  all  aides,  obedient  to  Lord  Scw- 
ton's  command^  who,  taking  Roland  Greme  by  t&$ 
hand,  thanked  hun  tor  his  prompt  and  gallant  asaiat* 
anoe,  adding:  that  he  nothing  doubted^  "the  aamn 
mte^t  which  he  had  taken  in  his  cause  in  the  afiiay, 
brought  him  hither  to  inquire  after  his  hui;^." 

Roland  bowed  low  in  acquiescence. 

"  Or  is  there  any  thing  in  Which  I  can  sen*e  you,  to 
show  my  sense  of  your  ready  gallantry  1" 


But  the  page)  thinking  it  best  to  abide  by  the  apo* 
logy  for  his  visit  which  the  Lord  Seyton  had  so  apt][y 
himaelf  suggested,  replied,  "  that  to  be  assured  of  hm 
lordship's  safety,  had  been  the  only  cause  of  his  intru^ 
sion.  He  judflpad,"  he  added,  "he  had  seen  him- re- 
ceive some  hurt  in  the  affray.'* 

"A trifle,"  said  Lord  Seyton,  "I  had  but  atrippad 
my  doublet,  that  the  ehirurgeon  might  put  boom 
dressing  on  the  paltnr  acratch,  when  these  rash  boya 
mterrupted  us  with  their  clamour." 

Roland  Greme,  making  a  low  obeisance,  was  now 
about  to  depart,  for,  relieved  from  the  danger  of  being 
treated  as  a  spy.  he  began  next  to  feltr,  thai  hia  conk- 
panion,  Adam  Woodcock,  whom  be  had  So  uncere- 
moniously quitted,  would  either^  bring  him  into  sohm 
farther  dilemma,  by  venturing  into  the  hotel  in  quest 
of  him,  or  ride  oflf  and  leave  him  behind  altogether; 
Bui  Lord  Seyton  did  not  permit  him  to  escape  ao 
easily.—"  Tarry,"  he  said,  young  man,  and  let  ro« 
know  thy  rank  and  name.  The  Seyton  has  of  late 
been  more  wont  to  aeo  friends  and  followers  shrink 
from  his  side,  than  to  receive  aid  from  strangers — but 
a  new  world  may  come  round,  in  which  he  may  have 
the  chance  of  rewardmg  his  well  wishera" 

"  My  name  is  Roland  Greme.  my  lord,"  answered 
the  youth,  "a  page,  who,  for  the  present,  is  in  the 
service  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning." 

"I  said  so  from  the  first,"  saia  one  of  the  young 
men ;  "  my  life  ,1  will  wager,  that  this  is  a  shaft  out  m 
the  heretic  a  quiver— a  stratagem  from 'first  to  last,  to 
inieer  into  your  confidence  some  espial  of  his  own. 
They  know  how  to  teach  both  boys  and  women  to 
play  the  intelligencers."    _ 

"^That  is  false,  if  it  be  spoken  of  me,"  said  Roland  t 
"no  man  in  Scotland  should  teach  mo  such  a  foul 
part!" 

"I  believe  thee,  boy,"  said  Lord  Seyton,  "  for  tlur 
strokes  were  too  fair  to  be  dealt  upon  an  undersuno- 
ing  with  those  that  were  to  receive  them.  Credit 
me,  however,  I  little  expected  to  have  help  at  need 
from  one  of  your  master's  household  ;  and  I  wotdd 
know  what  moved  thee  in  my  quarrel,  to  thine  own 
endangering 1"  # 

"  Sq  please  you,  my  lord,"  said  Roland,  "  I  think 
my  master  himself  would  not  have  stood  by,  and  seen 
an  honourable  man  borne  to  earth  by  odds,  if  bis 
single  arm  could  lielp  him.  Stfch,  au  least,  is  'the 
lesson  we  were  taught  in  chivalry,  at  the  Castle  oi 
Avenel." 

"  The  good  seed  hath  fallen  into  good  ground,  young 
man,"  said  Seyton;  "but,  alasl  if  tbou  practise  su^ 
honourable  war  in  these  dishonourable  days,  when 
right  is  every  where  borne  down  by  mastery,  tny  life 
my  poor  boy,  will  be  but  a  short  one." 

^'  Let  it  be  short,  so  it  be  honourable,"  said  Roland 
Gnnnie;  "and  permit  me  now,  my  lord,  to  commend 
me.to  your  grace,  and  to  take  my  leave.  A  comraae 
waita  with  my  horse  in  the  street" 

"  Take  this,  however,  young  man,"  said  Lord  Sey 
ion,*  undoing  firom  his  bonnet  the  golden  chain  and 
medal,  "  andwear  it  for  my  sake." 

*  GeoM,  ftftti  Lord  aBytoo^waiiiniDovabljr  fkithfW  to  Qoeta 
Mary  donng  all  tha  mutabilitM*  of  bar  fortnoe.  He  wm  nrapd 
master  of  the  hotueliold.  in  which  capaeitj  he  had  a  PieCara 
paintei  of  himaalf  with  ni«  otBetal  batooa,  and  Hm  hrJ»mmg 
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'With  no  tittle  pride  Roland  Gneme  accepted  the 
mtt  which  he  hastily  fastened  aroond  his  bonnet,  as 
ba  had  seen  gallants  wear  such  an  ornament,  and, 
iwnewmff  his  obeisance  to  the  Baron,  left  the  halt, 
IfBveised  the  court,  and  appeared  in  the  street,  just 
Bii  Adam  Woodcock,  vexed  and  anxious  at  his  delay. 
had  determined  to  leave  the  horses  to  their  fate,  and 
eo  in  oueet  of  his  youth ftd  comrade.  "Whose  bam 
BauBt  thou  broken  next?"  he  exclaimed,  greatly  r&- 
bevad  bv  his  appearance,  although  bis  countenance 
indicated  that-  he  had  passed  through  an  agitating 
scene. 

"  Ask  me  no  Questions,"  said  Roland,  leaping  gayly 
on  his  hone ;  "but  see  how  short  time  it  takes  to  win 
a  chain  ofgold,"  pointing  to  that  which  he  now  wore. 

*'Now,  God  forbid  that  thou  hast  either  stolen  it^or 
reft  it  by  violence,"  said  the  falconer ; "  for,  otherwise. 
I  wot  not  how  the  devil  thou  couldst  compass  it  I 
have  been  often  here,  av,  for  months  at  an  end,  and 
BO  one  gave  me  either  chain  or  medal." 

^'llion  eeest  I  have  got  one  on  shorter  acquaint- 
ance with  the  city,"  answered  the  page,  *'  but  set  thine 
honest  heart  at  rest ;  that  which  is  fairly  won  and 
freelv  given,  is  neither  reft  nor  stolen." 

"  Marry^  hang  thee,  with  thv  fanfarona*  about  thy 
neck !"  said  the  falconer ;  "  I  think  water  will  not 
oiown,  nor  hemp  strangle  thee.  Thou  hast  been  dis- 
carded as  my  lady's  page,  to  come  in  again  as  my 
lord's  squire ;  and  tor  following  a  noble  young  damsel 
mto  some  great  household,  thou  getst  a  chain  and 
medal,  where  another  would  have  had  the  batoon 
across  his  shoulders,  if  he  missed  havinjg  the  dirk  in 
his  body.— But  here  we  come  in  front  of  the  old  Ab- 
bey. Bear  thy  good  luck  with  you  when  you  cross 
these  paved  stones,  and,  by  Our  Lady,  you  may  brag 
Scotland." 

As  he  spoke,  they  checked  their  horses,  where  the 
huge  old  vaulted  entrance  to  the  Abbey  or  Palace  of 
Hotyrood,  crossed  the  termination  of  the  street  down 
which  they  had  proceeded.  The  court-yard  of  the 
oalace  opened  within  this  gloomy  porch,  showing  the 
front  of  en  irregular  oile  of  monastic  buildings,  one 
wing  of  which  is  still  extant,  forming  a  part  of  the 
modem  palace,  erected  in  the  days  of*Charlcs  L 

At  the  g;ate  of  the  porch  the  falconer  and  page  re- 
signed their  horses  to  the  serving-man  in  attendance ; 
the  falconer  commanding  him.  with  an  air  of  authority, 
CO  carry  them  safiely  to  the  stables.— "We  follow,"  he 
•aid,  **  the  Knight  of  AveneW— We  must  bear  ourselves 
tin  what  we  are  here,"  said  ne,  in  a  whisper  to  Roland, 
••for  evevf  one  here  is  looked  on  as  they  demean 
themselves;  and  he  that  is  too  modest  must  to  the 

On  variooi  parti  of  his  etntle  ha  Inscribed,  u  expraisiiif  hh 
Miifiotts  ind  political  creed,  the  legend, 

Un  Doeu,  w  roT,  VM  Rot,  un  Lot. 

Be  declined  to  be  promoted  to  an  earldom,  which  Queen  Manr 
eflfcrwl  him  at  the  name  time  when  site  advanced  her  oatural 
brother  to  be  Bari  of  Mar,  and  aAemrardt  of  Murray. 

On  hif  roflfainc  thia  honour,  Mary  wrote,  or  oauaed  to  be 
vrictan,  the  fbllowinf  linea  in  uitio  aibd  French  t~ 

Sunt  eomitea,  daoeique  alii ;  aunt  deniqoe  i^ee  | 

Sethooi  dominiun  ait  aatis  eaae  mihL 
n  r  a  dea  comptea,  dea  roni,  dca  duca ;  ainat 
C'eat  assez  pour  roof  d'eatze  Seigneor  de  Seton, 
Which  may  be  thna  rendered  :-> 

Earl,  duke,  or  kinf ,  be  thou  that  Itat  to  be, 
cfetoa,  thy  lordship  is  enough  ibr  me. 

Thia  distich  reminds  us  of  the  "jwide  which  aped  humiUi7r' 
ta  tHe  motto  of  the  house  of  Conci  i 

Je  suia  ni  roj,  ni  prinoe  auasi  { 
Je  auis  le  Seigneur  de  Coucy. 

Anetllwbarik  .  u^i  abliprd  toretim 

ahr<r«it  fur  Qf«tv,  cinci  ua^  an.  r'^jK"  iht  tw^t  yfit*^,  (lurini;  Whi^^h 
\m  vaaiiMiiic^d  Ut  llH^  [M>e£uitr  nfdnvittir  «  v^s^ti^  in  Flan4^J<!.-ra 
^nrliJtpatfTflfcftrJ'.  iltf  tme  to  fnirnur  in  Janio*  Vt/f  mlfti.  nrtd 
Btbigliit  tWil^fJT'al  iJruptf^rty,  Uail  hi m-^t f  r>lii ntr^l  in  lud  wnf- 
_  t  d^M,  aiiri  in  iho  net  tif  ^tiwint  q  w&m  w^Uh  fnaf  liorscs, 
oMr  the mnb  end  <if  ■  ifiaXa\y  valine  at  Snttm  CMt\r.  fla  np(»p«ni 
bi  h*ire  twes  fotiil  vfiivi  artj  :  fur  iham  enicta  i  bcaiiuful  finnaLr* 
gif  ni  m  in  thfi  foa  tnt  i^  r  h  LI  ram  i  9r '  3 J  f  P  i  n  b  ortno,  t n  1 1  la 
lltfh  knronQrnpl>rii,  Cutilii^hcKl  an  rni^vjn^ipf  thii  c^itrtoiia 
t  *rho  cirii^miiJ  i*  tliu  ijrupertjr  nTLdrd  t^umtrvillf,  rworJ/ 
t>»i1  w-ilh  ttif  >^..rnf>  UtTUlf.  Drifl  r'.  nr   [lr.'^^l"nT  al  liitt  lunf. 
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*  Ik  MsSie  fiven  lo  the  gold  ehaina  wan  by  the  mflttwy  mea 
If  the  period.    It ia  of  8ptnish  oilfin /for. the Ihahioo  of  wi& 
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wan,  as  the  provuf»  says ;  therefbre  oock  thy  bdoneti 
man,  and  let  us  brook  the  causeway  bravely." 

Assuming,  therefore^  an  air  of  consequenee,  cor- 
responding to  what  he  supposed  to  be  his  master's 
importance  and  quality,  Adam  Woodcock  led  the  way 
into  the  court-yard  of  the  Palace  of  Holyrood. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

-The  sky  ia  eteaded,  Qaspard, 


And  the  vex'd  ocean  aleepa  a  uoubled  sleepp 

Beneath  a  lurid  gleam  of  partinff  aoiishine. 
\  Buch  slumber  hanga  o'er  discontented  lands. 

While  factions  d^ubt,  as  yet,  if  they  have  strength 

To  fVont  the  open  battle.  ABfkm-A  Pom. 

Thx  youthful  page  paused  on  the  entrance  of  ths 
court-yard,  and  unplored  his  guide  to  give  him  a  mo- 
ment's breathing  space.  "  Let  me  but  took  around 
me,  man,"  said  he ;  "  you  consider  not  1  have  nevef 
seen  such  a  scene  as  this  before.— And  this  is  Holyroud 
—the  resort  of  the  gallant  and  gay,  and  the  fair,  and 
the  wise,  and  the  powerful !" 

"Av,  marry,  is  it!"  said  Woodcock;  "but  I  wish 
I  could  hood  thee  as  they  do  the  hawks,  for  thou  sta- 
rest  as  wildly  as  if  you  sought  another  fray  or  anothef 
fanfarona.  I  would  I  had  thee  safely  housed,  for  tHou 
lookest  wild  as  a  goss-hawk." 
^  It  was  indeed  no  common  sight  to  Roland,  the  ves- 
tibule of  a  palace,  traversed  by  its  vinous  groups-* 
some  radiant  with  gavety— eome  pensive,  and  appa^ 
rcntly  weighed  down  by  affairs  concerning  the  state, 
or  concerning  themselves.  Here  the  hoary  states- 
man, with  his  cautious  yet  commanding  look,  his  fur 
red  doak  and  sable  pantoufles :  there  the  soldier  in 
bufi*  and  steel,  his  long  sword  jarring  against  ths 

Cavement.  and  his  whiskered  upper  lip  and'^frowning 
row,  looking  a  habitual  defiance  oi  danger  which 
perhaps  was  not  always  made  good;  there  again 
passed  ray  lord's  serving-man,  high  of  heart,  and  bloody 
of  hand,  humble  to  hie  master  and  hismaster'seauals, 
insolent  to  all^  others.  To  these  might  be  added,  the 
poor  suitor,  with  his  anxious  look  and  depressed  mleq 
—the  ofiicer,  full  pf  his  brief  authority,  elbowing  his 
betters,  and  possibly  his  benefactors,  out  of  the  road 
—the  proud  priest,  who  sought  a  better  benefice--the 
proud  baron,  who  sought  a  grant  of  church  lands— 
the  robber  chief)  who  came  to  solicit  a  pardon  for  the 
injuries  he  had  inflicted  on  his  neighbomrs— the  plun- 
dered franklin,  who  came  to  seek  vengeance  for  that 
which  he  had  himself  received.  Besides,  there  was 
the  mustering  and  disposition  of  guants  and  soldiers 
—the  despatching  of  messengers,  and  the  receiving 
them— the  trampling  and  neighing  of  horses  withom 
the  ^te— the  flashing  of  arms,  and  rustling  of  plumes, 
imd  jingling  of  spurs,  within  it.  In  short,  it  was  that 
gay  and  splendid  confusion,  in  which  the  eye  of  youth 
sees  all  that  is  brave  and  brilliant,  and  that  of  dtpe- 
lience  much  that  is  doubtful,  deceitful,  false,  and 
hollow— hopes  that  will  never  be  gratified— promises 
which  will  never  be  fulfilled— pride  in  the  disguise  oi 
humility— and  insolence  in  that  of  frank  and  generous 
bounty. 

As.  tired  of  the  eager  and  enraptured  attention 
which  the  page  gave  to  a  scene  so  new  to  him,  Adam 
Woodcock  endeavoured  to  get  him  to  move  forward, 
before  his  exuberance  of  astonishment  should  attract 
the  observation  of  the  sharp-witted  denizens  of  (he 
court,  the  falconer  himself  became  an  ol]ject  of  atten- 
tion to  a  gay  menial  m  a  dark  green  bonnet  arid 
feather,  with  a  cbak  of  a  corresponding  colour,  laid 
down,  as  the  phrase  then  wen^  by  six  broad  bars  of 
silver  lace,  and  welted  with  violet  and  silver.  The 
words  of  recognition  burst  from  both  at  once.  "  What ! 
Adam  Woodcock  at  court!"  and  "What!  Michael 
Wingi-the-wind and  how  runs  the  hackit  grey- 
hound bitch  now!" 

"  The  waur  for  th^  wear  like  ourselves,  Adam,-  • 
eight  years  this  grass— no  four  legs  will  %irnr  a  dog 
for  ever :  but  we  keep  her  for  the  breed,  ana  so  she 
'scapes  Border  doom.— But  why  stand  you  gazing 
there  7  1  promise  you  my  lord  has  wished  for  you, 
and  asked  for  you." 

"  My  Lord  of  MurrsT  ssked  for  msi  snd  he  Regent 
of  the  kingdom  too!''^  said  Adam.  *^I  hunger  and 
thirst  lo  psf  mj  dotf  to  fM  good  lord  ;-^nit  I  foHty 
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hk  pond  Irtrdnhip  remembRrfl  the  ^f^vpan  on  Carij- 
■WJitn-n^ocn-j  tind  my  Onmimeliiaf  fil(?oa;,  Uiat  b*rat 
thf  hawki  froirt  the  IaIc  of  Mwn  und  won  hi*  li^fJ- 
■l)i|»  a  bundiiLXJ  eroun^  from  ibci  Siiuiiuirii  b^ircia 

"  Nay,  no  I  to  tlnUcr  tfiec,  Adotn,"  fiaifl  hia  cowrt* 
frientlt  hi-  rt"inenikTs  nausMof  lhc«  rjr  of  thy  falcgn 
«iher.  He  horli  flowti  tu.ujy  a  hi^hL^j-  tlijshl  mtifv 
that,  find  stmick  bis  quany  t<io,  Bwi  como,  eom^ 
lylhAT  away;  1  iruet  wb  ari3  la  Wgood  cjoiiinudc^  o^i 
tlie  old  Bcore*" 

^  What  r'  anid  AdiiTn^  **  you  woulrl  bavi?  thf  crush  n 
pot  wuh  you  T  but  J  tntist  i]rH  dispone  t?f  my  ei  3*, 
^lierti  hti  will  neirhcr  have  gj^l  fo  diafte,  uoi  lad  to 
Jra  w  Hword  upon/* 

"  Ja  tfcie  yoimg&ier  auch  ji  oneT'  aftid  MicUgel. 

"Ah  bv  my  lioodi  he  (!ie«  ai  tiU  gtime,"  niph&l 
Woocicajct* 

**Theii  had  lie  brUcrcome  ^-iih  us/'  said  Micbad 
fFinH-the  wind  I  "forwj&  cannot  have  n  pruptx  ca- 
ttmtt  jttfit  now,  only  I  would  wtt  tny  Uf>«t  imd  »j 
muaiyoti.  I  want  to  hfttir  the  newe  from  Saiut  Mft- 
|y^»  biifore  you  sou  tny  lord,  and  1  will  k  t  jfou  kxi^w 
luiw  the  wind  &it«  up  yonder/' 
,  White  he  thui  ipoki^  he  led  the  wny  to  a  ^ide  door 
whidi  opened  inlo  the  court ;  Hfid  thr^fidiim  at^veral 
Wfk  paattBOT  with  the  air  of  one  who  knew  the  mo^i 
#ecf(*t  rec^EB^  of  t}ie  pal  see,  e^ndiici4}d  rhcm  to  a 
anna II  mntiut  r^bunib**,  whvtv  lie  placed  bmad  *nd 
ciowjM^  imd  a  fuainmjo;  ilaflon  of  flb  before  tb<?  iaJcA* 
tm  tttid.  his  yrjintft  <  oniDtUiiun.  wlio*imm«iiatcly  did 
|lCNtk«  to  ibu  liifLtt.r  m  &  Variy  drnu^htf  which  m-'Qi-ly 
CtiWtHii!  rhb  MMiH-uit'-  HnvJ  nj(  druwn  ni«  bremh,  and 
piumtwl  ihf'  fro  lb  iwm  bi»  whui^^tjrB,  he  ol^M^r^ed  tli&t 
Sift  anxiety  for  the  bov  had  mude  hhii  dertJtv  dr^-. 

^'Mcnii  ytiiir  drrjuiihi,'*  ajdd  bis  hoipiioblc  friend 
Agnin  jtupfjlviii;;  ibr  riniion  from  u  pitchtr  Hitich  stood 
(tj^ido.  1  kiiijw  [Jit  wny  to  the  hLJUm-bur*  And 
now,  nund  whut  1  say —this  nmming  the  Ivurl  of  Mor- 
ton  cttjne  to  my  lord  in  a  mighty  cbjife." 

*'Whiii!  they  keep  thetitd  fnendslup,  ihtnT'  eaid 
Woodcock* 

*'Ay,  uy.  mnn,  what  elicf  aaid  Michad  j  "nm:^ 
linnd  rnuit  scralcb  the  olher.  But  in  a  miahtv  vhui'v 
WOK  my  Lord  of  Mortortt  who  to  eny  truih,  louk^iib 
im  such  occnsK^niiaUncjetbiM'uncAiiny,  nmS,  a#  it  wen 
fiendish ;  and  he  snys  to  my  lord— fur  1  %v  fla  in  the 
clmmlHT  lakinj^  ordera  nbuui  a  cnst  of  hawk^  that,  t\ie 
to  he  ft'teheiJ  from  Dnrnoway-^they  match  yotir  lon^- 
winEod  falcons,  said  Adtmi/ 

"I  wili  believe  that  whtn  I  tee  ihcm  fly  a^high  d 
||ttch,"  replitjd  >Voo<lenck,  ihif  proft^eaioall  CibiH^rvn- 
liiin  fnrnnng  a  sort  of  iJarcnihesiK, 

"llowevt^r,*^  said  Michiivl,  pmsuing  hi«  taic,  '*iny 
Ltiid  of  Morton,  in  a  miBlny  lUnk-'^  ftuked  my  Lon.! 
fU^treni  wb«Uii:r  hf  wq»  vvtil  dealt  with—"  tor  my 
broihnr/  so  id  he,  'ehouid  have  hud  a  gift  lo  be  Com- 
ineddaror  of  KennsKiuhuift  and  to  hjive  all  Uie  tempo- 
■ralittoaer^tti'd  into  alurdahipof  n.^ijfiUty  ior  hia  l^^tneJit; 
•fid  here,'  fi»id  li*^,  'iho  falim  monks  havi^  had  liiu  uim- 
Jence  to  choose  a  ntiw  Abbut  10  put  Inei  einitn  in  my 
Imtlier'fl  way^  and,  tzioreoveft  the  ni**?ahty  of  ibu 
nifj^  irrlr^  '1  have  burnt  and  plimderf?d  all  that  vi  a^i 
Idt  tn  the  Ahb«?y,  bo  thai  my  brother  wih  n»t  have  a 
bouee  lodwdl  iti.  when  h&hatli  ousted  ih«|azy  hoimda 
of  [iricKt*.'  And  niy  lord  si^inij  iiini  ehaful  gaid 
mildly  to  hifn,  'These  are  shrewd  tidio««*  Dmii^Ias,  but 
I  tniM  tbiiv  lie  nonrut  j  for  Hatbert  likndirinme  ^ent 
Kiuihwnrd  ye.'?[eiday.  with  a  band  oj^pisirs*  oihI  nsi-n- 
rcdly,  had  ejiber  of  thea*j  rViDticsa  happened  that  the 
monkf^  bad  pfemjmed  to  ehooK  an  AU<ot,  m  thst  the 
Abbey  b^d  hi:«n  bumi,  ait  you  euy,  he  bad  iaki:j;n4jnJer 
^411  Uif  ip0t  for  I  bo  punittbnKint  of  auch  infol^iice,  and 
^mmi  lei^tebed  u»  »  mc^ewnKtir/  And  tha  Earl  ^f 
Morton  repbnd-^Now  1  pray  yuu,  Adam,  to  noiiee. 
ibnt  1  ^ay  ihia  ont  of  jotb  M  von  uad  fcmt  loni,  nnd 
nleo  for  olj  comrtdciwpv  &i^  MA"  bfM^UM  Sir  H albert 
Imth  dona  nw  gaod,  tnd  may  again —and  also  bwnufe 
J  lo^  not  the  Earl  of  Morton,  aa  imiwd  more  funr 
than  like  him— 10  iheq  it  w^hth  a  foul  der<i  in  you  uy 
betray  me,—'  RtUn'  (mill  the  Earl  to  the  ReBi?nii  *  Takg 
hcfiU  niy  lord^  you  trust  tiot  tUta  Glandmnlni^  loo  fiir 
—he  i^rnes  0!  cNunrrB  blood,  which  waa  never  *nje  to 
(n«  nobles'— by  Saim  AAdi«Wp  theM  W£im  his  Ytry 


worda^— VAnd  besHieiV'  h««9^.  *ha  hath  a  brothar  i 
monk  m  Saint  Mary'fr,  tmd  wnmeallby  hiaouiidanoe 
and  is  making  friends  on  the  Bordt^  witb  BaccleucJ 
and  with  F<frftkhtirai,*  arid  will  join  band  with  them 
were  ihete  likelihood  of  a  new  world/  And  tny  ion 
anawer&d,  like  a  Site  nob1«;  lord  aa  he  ia :  *Tuah !  mj 
Lord  of  Morion^  I  will  ha  warrant  fur  Gldndinniiiff'i 
faith  i  and  for  hca  bruthcr,  hcb  a  dr^amtr,  thai  thiriAi 
of  n audit  but  book  and  breviary— and  tf  such  haf 
have  chanctd  aa  you  tell  of ,  I  look  to  roceiTe  from 
Glendmiiiiig  the  cowl  of  a  nanK>  d  monk,  and  the 
head  of  a  riotous  churl,  by  way  01  ^iian^  and  andden 
juaiioe.*— And  tny  Lord  of  Morion  left  []tr  place,  and, 
aa  it  Burned  to  ma,  somewbott  nmbi  undent.  But 
iintxi  that  time,  my  lord  has  asked  me  more  than  onca 
whether  ibwe  has  arrivitid  no  niv**criKtr  from  the 
K^nighl  of  Avenel.  And  all  diia  I  have  told  you,  that 
you  may  frame  your  diiwoiirae  to  the  be*!  pimwae,  for 
It  frocma  to  me  tnat  my  lord  will  not  h«  ^  ^  [j  pleased,  if 
aufiht  has  happetjud  hke  vvbai  my  Lord  o\  Morton  aaid, 
and  if  your  lord  bnih  not  In  nti  t'tTict  «ird>  l1  with  it." 

Therti  was  somt:lhinff  in  this  eumirniiiicition  which 
fairly  hlanktd  the  bold  vi»Ki^L'  of  Adki^n  Woodcock 
in  ?pite  of  the  rein furecnu' lit  whieh  hif.  untural  hard] 
hood  bad  rec*:ivHi  from  iba  bcrry-brtfwn  nle  of  Holy- 
rood. 

^'  What  was  tt  he  jtaid  about  a  churr»  bead,  thai 
(prim  Lordof  MoriuiiJ^'  aajd  ti)edi*coitcer  ted  falconer 
to  bis  friettd. 

**  Nay.  il  was  my  Lord  R^^gent,  who  tmid  that  he 
eJtptcTt  n,  if  rln?  AhtKiy  was  injured,  your  knight  would 
aend  luiu  iJu  lit  ftd  of  the  ringb'atW  amoti^-  theriotera./* 

^'Nay.  hut  ]^  this  done  like  a  ijiood  Prtnti  stent,"  said 
Adam  WootJcotk,  *'ora  true  L^ird  of  ibi^  Congrega- 
tion 1  Wtf  used  to  be  then  whice-bovs^ind  darlings 
when  we  puUcd  down  the  eonvtnta  in  Va^iand  Perth- 
ahine*" 

''  Ay,  but  that,''  aaid  Michael,  "  was  when  old 
mother  Ronie  held  ber  own,  and  her  Kreat  folks  were 
deiemiined  she  should  have  no  bhcfter  for  her  head 
in  St^dand.  But,  now  that  ilu?  prieat!^  are  fifid  in  all 
quarteria,  and  their  houses  and  lands  are  given  to  our 
grandoca,  they  cannctt  pfx  thai  wo  are  workiim  the 
work  of  reformation  m  desuoying  the  palaoesonteal- 
ous  Protestanla^'^ 

"But  I  tell  you  Saint  Mary'aia riot  destroyed!"  said 
Woodcock,  in  increa(<ing  agitation  ;  ''  some  irasb  oi 
painted  windows  there  were  bttfkL'n—ihiogs  that  no 
nohktnan  could  have  brooked  in  bis  house— some 
stone  aainia  wcrobrou^bncvn  their  marrow-bones,  like 
old  Widdrinj^ton  at  Che vy-C base ;  but  as  for  fire- 
raising,  there  wea  not  so  tauch  aa  a  lighted  lont 
amongst  ua,  a^ive  the  mat  eh  whii^h  the  dragon  had  to 
ii^ht  the  burning  tow  withal,  which  he  was  to  spit 
again  at  Saint  GH>rgpj  nay,  I  had  caution  of  that"  . 

*'How!  Adam  Woodcock,"  said  hjs  comrade,  "I 
tniBl  thou  hadst  no  hand  in  such  a  fair  work?  Look 
you,  Adam,  I  were  loth  to  terrify  you,  and  you  just 
come  from  a  joumev  \  but  1  promise  youp  Bari Morton 
bath  brougbtyou  dbwr*  a  Maiden  friim  Halifax,  you 
never  raw  the  like  of  her— and  eh^'Il  clasp  you  round 
ihe  neck,  and  your  head  will  remain  in  her  arms." 

"Fahaw!"  answert-d  Adam,  "1  am  mo  old  to  have 
my  head  mmed  by  any  mniden  of  \kwm  all  I  kaow 
my  Lord  oi"  Morton  will  go  as  far  for  a  buxom  lass  as 
any  otie '  but  what  the  devil  took  him  to  Halifax  nil 
tbo  way?  and  if  he  has  gut  a  gamester  there^  what 
haih  dhe  to  do  with  my  beadT'^ 

"Much,  much!"  answered  Micbai>l  "HenxTs 
dnuehter,  who  did  suth  execution  with  her  foot  and 
arvkle,  danced  not  men's  heada  oil  more  oleanif  than 
tins  maiden  of  Morton.t  'Tia  sti  axe.  man,— an  us 
which  fallfl  of  itself  like  a  sash  window,  and  never 
gives  the  headsman  the  trouble  to  ^leld  It" 

**  By  my  faith,  a  shrewd  device,"  said  Woodcock 
'*  Heaven  keep  ua  free  on't  t" 

The  page,  seeing  no  entt  to  the  conversaifen  betweei 
tbeae  two  old  comrades,  and  anxious,  from  what  U 

*  Both  Uuita  Bonier  eltiflftaiu  wen  fzwi  fn«di  of  QaM 
MeiT- 

t  AbWn  tif  Jitn-m-m  tpccin  nt  cvilloiipA  whkh  Iks  Bafait 
BfurtAn  brouvlit  di»wn  rroni;  Hfet^tkv,  cN\Mn\T*l^mmi9» 
■iderabtf  \tm  Uian  intfantaied  in  Qm  Ala.  Be  wtthhmlftfa 
itti  UkBt  hi^tihI  hj  the  en^aae. 
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had  heard,  concerning  the  fate  of  the  Abbot,  now  in- 
terrupted their  conference. 

"Methinks"  be  8aid»  "Adam  Woodcock,  thou 
nadst  better  deliver  tliy  master's  letter  to  the  Regentt 
questionlees  he-hath  therein  stated  what  has  chanced 
at  Kennaquhair,  in  the  way  most  advantageous  for 
all  concerned  " 


•my  I 


The  boy  is  riffht,"  said  Michael  Wing-the-wind, 
IrW  will  be  very  impatienL'* 


*/  The  child  hath  wit  enough  to  keep  himself  warm," 
■aid  Adam  Woodcock,  proclucing  from  his  hawking- 
bag  his  lord's  letter,  addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Murray, 
"and  for  that  matter  so  have  I.  So,  Master  Roland, 
vou  will  e'en  please  to  present  this  yourself  to  the 
Lord  Regent :  nifl  presence  will  be  better  graced  by  a 
foung  page  than  by  an  old  falconer," 

*'  Well  said,  canny  Yorkshire !"  replied  his  friend  : 
"  and  bnt  now  yon  were  so  earnest  to  see  our  good 
I^rd !— Why,  wouldst  thou  put  rhe  lad  into  the  noose 
that  thou  mavst  slip  tether  thvself?— or  dost  thou 
think  rhe  Maiden  will  clasp  his  fair  young  neck  more 
willingly  than  thy  old  sunburnt  wensand  T* 

*' Gro  to."  answered  the  falconer;  "thy  wit  towers 
high  in  it  could  strike  the  qunrry.  I  tell  thee  the 
youth  has  naught  to  fear— he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  gambol— a  rare  gnmbol  it  was,  Michael,  as  mad- 
caps ever  played ;  and  I  had  made  as  rnre  a  ballad,  if 
we  had  the  luck  to  get  it  sung  to  an  end.  But  mum 
for  that— /ace,  as  I  said  before,  is  Latin  for  a  candle 
Carry  the  youth  to  the  presence,  and  I  will  remain 
here,  with  bridle  in  hand,  ready  to  strike  the  spurs  up 
to  tho  rowel-heads,  in  case  the  hawk  flies  my  way.— 
I  will  soon  put  Soltra-edgc,  I  trow,  betwixt  the  Re- 
gent and  me,  if  he  means  me  less  than  fair  play." 

"Come  on  then,  mv  Ind,"  said  Michael,  "since 
thou  must  needs  taJie  tne  spring  before  canny  York- 
shire." So  saving,  he  led  the  wav  through  windin? 
passages,  closely  followed  by  Roland  Grajme,  unfit 
they  arrived  at  a  large  winding  stone  stair,  the  steps  of 
which  were  so  Ions  and  broad,  and  at  the  same  time 
so  low,  as  t<r  render  the  ascent  uncommonly  easy. 
When  they  had  ascended  about  the  height  ofonp  story. 
the  guide  stepped  aside,  and  pushed  open  the  door  of 
a  dark  and  gloomy  ante-chamber ;  so  dark  indeed, 
that  his  youthful  companion  stumbled,  and  nearly  fell 
down  upon  a  low  srep,  which  was  awkwardly  placed 
on  the  very  threshold. 

"Take  heed,"  said  Michael  Wing-the-wind,  in  a 
very  low  tone  of  voice,  and  first  glancing  cautiously 
round  to  sec  if  any  one ftstenod-"  Take  heed,  mv 
young  friend^  for  those  who  fall  on  these  boards  sel- 
dom rise  a;?am.— Seest  thou  that,"  he  added,  in  a  still 
lower  voice,  pointing  to  some  dark  crimson  stains  on 
the  floor,  on  which  a  ray  of  lisht,  shot  through  a 
small  aperture,  and  traversing  the  general  gloom  of 
the  apartment,  fell  with  mottled  radiance—"  Seest 
thou  that,  youth  ?— walk  warily,  for  men  have  fiUlen 
here  before  you." 

"  What  mean  you  V*  said  the  pase,  his  flesh  croep- 
\nf^  though  ha  scarce  knew  why ;  "  Is  it  blood  T* 

Ay,  ty,"  said  the  domestic,  in  the  same  whisper- 
inff  tone,  and  draginng  the  youth  on  by  the  arm— 
"  Blood  it  is,— but  this  is  no  tune  to  question,  or  even 
to  look  at  it.  Blood  it  is,  foullv  and  fearfullr  shed,  as 
foully  and  fearfully  avenged.  The  blood,"  he  added, 
in  a  still  more  cautious  tone,  "of  Seignior  David." 

Roland  Graeme's  heart  throbbed  when  he  found 
Fiimself  so  imexpcctedly  in  the  scene  of  Rizzio's 
ilaughter,  a  catastrophe  which  had  chilled  with  horror 
ill  even  in  that  rude  aga  which  had  been  the  theme  of 
wonder  and  pitv  through  every  cottage  and  castle  in 
Scotland,  and  had  not  escaped  that  of  Avenel.  But 
iiis  guide  hurried  him  forward,  permitting  no  further 
luestion,  and  with  the  manner  ot  one  who  has  already 
tampered  too  much  with  a  dangerous  subject  A  tap 
which  he  made  at  a  low  door  at  one  end  o(  the  vesti- 
bule^ was  answered  by  a  huissier.  or  usher,  who,  open- 
ng  It  cautiously,  received  Michael's  intimation  that  a 
>age  waited  the  Regent's  leisure,  who  brought  letters 
from  the  Knight  of  Aven«l. 

"The  Council  is  breaking  ur"  said  the  usher;  "but 
pve  me  the  packet ;  his  grace  the  R^ent  will  present- 
y  see  the  ma(<tenger." 

'  '^e  packet,"  replied  the  pun,  "  must  be  delivered 


into  the  Regent's  own  hands ;  such  were  the  orders 
of  my  master." 

The  usher  looked  at  him  from  head  to  foot,  as  if 
surprised  at  his  boldness,  and  then  replied,  with  somo 
asperity,  "Say  you  so,  my  young  master?  Thou 
crowest  loudly  to  bo  but  a  chicken,  and  from  a  coun- 
try barn-yard  too." 

"Were  it  a  time  or  place."  said  Roland,  "thou 
shouldst  see  I  can  do  more  than  crow ;  but  do  your 
duty,  and  let  the  Regent  know  I  wait  his  pleasure." 

"  Thou  art  but  a  pert  knave  to  tell  me  of  my  duty," 
said  the  courtier  in  oflice ;  "  but  I  will  find  a  time  to 
show  you  you  are  out  of  yours;  niean  while,  wait 
there  till  you  are  wanted."  So  saying,  he  shut  tlie 
door  in  Rolmd's  face. 

Michael  Wing-the-wind,  who  had  shrunk  from  his 
youthful  companion  during  this  altercation,  according 
to  the  established  maxim  of  courtiers  of  all  ranks, 
and  in  all  n;res,  now  transgressed  their  prudential  line 
of  conduct  so  far  as  to  come  up  to  htm  once  more. 
"  Thou  art  a  hopeild  voimg  springald,"  said  he,  "  and 
I  see  ritrht  well  old  Yorkshire  had  reason  in  his  cau- 
tion. Thou  hast  been  five  minutes  in  the  court,  and 
hast  employed  thy  time  so  well,  as  to  make  a  power- 
ful and  mortal  enemy  of  the  usher  of  the  council- 
chamber.  Why,  man,  you  might  almost  as  well  have 
oflondtu  the  deputy  butler !" 

"  I  care  not  what  he  is,"  said  Roland  Crrsme ;  **  I 
will  teach  whomever  I  speak  with,  to  speak  civilly  to 
me  in  return.  I  did  not  come  from  Avenel  to  be 
browbeaten  in  HoljTood." 

"  Bravo,  mv  lad  I  said  Michael ;  "it  is  tirtinB  spirit 
if  you  can  hold  it— but  see,  the  door  opens." 

The  ush..  r  appeared,  and,  in  a  more  civil  tone  of 
voice  and  manner,  said,  that  his  Grace  the  Regent 
would  receive  the  Knight  of  Avcncl's  message;  ani 
accordingly  marshalled  Roland  Graeme  the  way  int9 
the  apartment,  from  which  the  Council  had  beenjust 
disniissc<l,  after  finishing  their  consultations.  There 
was  in  the  room  a  long  oaken  table,  surrounded  by 
stools  of  the  same  wood  with  a  large  elbow-chair, 
covered  with  crimson  velvet,  at  the  head.  Writing 
materials  and  papers  were  lying  there  in  apparent  dis- 
order; and  one  or  two  of  the  privy  councillors  who 
had  lingoned  behind,  assuming  their  cloaks,  bonnets, 
and  swords,  an«l  bidding  farewell  to  the  Regent,  were 
depnrtin?  slowly  bv  a  Iara:e  door,  on  the  opposite  side 
to  tint  through  which  the  page  entered.  Apparentlv 
the  Enrl  of  Murray  had  made  some  jest,  for  the  smil- 
ing countenances  of  the  statesmen  expressed  that  sort 
of  cordial  r«:cption  which  is  paid  by  courtiers  to  the* 
condescending  pleasantries  of  a  prinr^e. 

The  Regent  iiimsidf  was  hushing  heartily  as  he 
said,  "  Farewell,  niy  lonls.  and  hold  mo  lemembcrsi 
to  the  Cock  of  the  North.'* 

He  then  turned  slowlv  round  towards  Roland 
Gncme,  and  the  marks  of  gayety,  real  or  assumed, 
disappeared  from  his  countenance,  as  completely  a» 
the  passing  bubbles  leave  the  dark  mirror  of  a  still 
profound  lake  into  which  a  traveller  has  cast  a  stone; 
m  the  course  of  a  minute  his  noble  features  had  as- 
sumed their  natural  expression  of  deep  and  even 
melancholy  gravity.  . 

This  distinguished  statesman,  for  as  snch  his  worst 
enemies  acknowledflred  him.  possessed  all  the  external 
dignity,  as  well  as  almost  all  the  noble  oualities.  which 
could  grace  the  power  that  he  enjoyed ;  and  had  he^ 
succeeded  to  the  throne  as  his  legitimate  inheritance, 
it  is  probable  he  would  have  been  recorded  as  one  of 
Scotia  mi's  wisi>st  ami  greatest  kings.  But  that  he 
held  his  authority  by  the  deposition  and  hnprisonment 
of  his  sister  and  bonefactrcss,  was  a  crime  which  those 
only  can  excuse  who  think  ambition  an  apology  for 
ingratinide.  He  was  dressed  plainly  in  black  velvet 
ahef  the  Flemish  fashion,  and  wore  in  his  high 
crowned  hat  a  jewelled  clasp,  which  looped  it  up  o» 
one  side,  and  formed  the  only  ornament  of  his  appareL 
He  had  his  poniard  by  his  side,  and  his  sword  lay  on 
the  council  table. 

Such  was  the  personage  before  whom  Roland 
Grfemc  now  presented  himself,  with  a  feeling  of 
breathless  awe,  very  different  from  the  usual  boldnesa 
and  vivacity  of  his  temper.  In  fact,  he  was,  frora 
educatk>n  and  nature,  forward,  huLQ^tJinpvdePt.  ozmT 
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was  much  more  eanly  eontroned  bf  the  moral  iiip»- 
noritv.  arising  from  the  elevated  talents  and  renown 
of  thotfe  with  whom  he  conveiYed,  than  by  pretensibna 
founded  onlv  on  rank  or  external  show.  He  mi^t 
have  bra vea  with  indifference  the  presence  of  an  earl, 
merely  distinguished  by  his  belt  and  coronet ;  but  he 
felt  overawed  m  that  of  the  eminent  soldier  and  states- 
man, the  wielder  of  a  nation's  power,  and  the  leader 
of  her  armies.— The  greatest  and  wisest  are  flattered 
by  the  deference  of  youth— so  graceful  and  becoming 
in  itself;  and  Murray  took,  with  much  courtesy,  the 
letter  from  the  handis  of  the  abashed  and  blushing 
page,  and  answered  with  complaisance  to  the  imper- 
fect and  half-muttered  greeting  which  he  endeavoured 
to  deliver  to  him  on  the  part  of  Sir  Halbcrt  of  Avenel. 
He  even  paused  a  moment  ere  he  broke  the  silk  with 
which  the  letter  was  secured,  to  ask  the  page  his 
•  name— so  much  he  was  struck  with  his  very  hand- 
tome  features  and  form. 

** Roland  Graham,"  he  said,  repeating  the  words 
after  the  hesitating  page,  *'  what,  of  the  Grahams  of 
the  Lennox?" 

"  No,  my  lord.*'  replied  Roland ;  "  my  parents  dwelt 
in  the  Debateable  Land.*'  . 

Murrey  made  no  farther  inquiry,  but  proceeded  to 
read  his  despatches ;  during  the  perusal  of  which,  his 
brow  began  to  assume  a  stem  expression  of  displea- 
sure, as  that  of  one  who  found  something  which  at 
once  surprised  and  disturbed  him.  He  sate  down  on 
the  nearest  sest,  frowned  till  his  eyebrows  almost 
met  tog^her,  reed  the  letter  twice  over,  and  was  then 
■ilent  Tot  several  minutes.  At  length,  raisine  bis 
head,  his  eye  encountered  that  of  the  usher,  woo  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  excharige  the  look  of  eager  and 
curious  observation  with  which  he  had  been  perusing 
the  Regent's  features,  for  that  open  and  unnoticing 
expression  of  countenance,  which,  in  looking  at  all, 
seems  as  if  it  snw  and  marked  nothing— a  cast  of 
look  which  may  be  practised  with  advantage  by  all 
those,  of  whatever  degree,  who  are  admitted  to  wit- 
ness the  familiar  and  unguarded  hours  of  their  supe- 
riors. ^  Great  men  are  as  jealous  of  their  thoughts  as 
the  vife  of  King  Candaufcs  was  of  her  charms,  and 
will  as  readily  punish  those  who  have,  however, 
mvoluntarily,  beheld  tliem  in  mental  deshabille  and 
exposure. 

'•  Leave  the  apartment,  Hyndman,"  said  the  Re- 
gent, sternly,  "  and  carry  jour  observation  elsewhere. 
You  are  too  knowing,  eir,  for  your  post,  which,  by 
special  order,  is  destined  for  men  of  blunter  capacity. 
So !  now  you  look  more  like  a  fool  than  you  did**— 

}for  Hyndman,  as  may  easily  be  supposed,  was  not  a 
ittle  disconcerted  by  this  rebukeH-"  keep  that  con- 
fused stare,  and  it  may  keep  your  office.  Begone,  sir!" 
The  usher  departed  in  dismay,  not  forgetting  to 
register,  amongst  his  other  causes  of  dislike  to  Roland 
Graem&  that  he  had  been  the  witness  of  this  dis- 

Saceful  chiding.  When  he  had  left  the  apartment, 
e  Regent  again  addressed  the  page. 

"Your  name  you  say  is  Armstrongf ' 

"No,"  replied  Roland,  "my  name  is  Greme,  so 
please  you— Roland  Gnume,  whose  forbeare  were 
designated  of  Heathergill,  in  the  Debatcable  Land?" 

"Ay,  I  knew  it  was  a  name  from  the  Debatenble 
Land.  Hast  thou  any  acxiuaintances  bore  in  Edin- 
•ureh?" 

'•My  lord,"  replied  Roland,  willing  rather  to  evade 
this  question  than  to  answer  it  directly,  for  the  pru- 
dence of  being  silent  with  respect  to  Lord  Sey ton's 
adventure  immediately  struck  him,  "I  have  been  in 
P/Jinbursh  scarce  an  hour,  and  that  for  the  firet  time 
lo  my  life." 

*;  What  I  and  thou  Sir  Halbert  Glendinnmg'spage?'* 
aaid  the  Regent. 

"I  was  brcMJffht  up  as  my  Lady's  page,"  saW  the 
youth,  "  and  left  Avenel  Castle  for  the  first  thne  in 
my  life— at  least  since  mychildhood— only  three  days 
«nce." 

"My  Lad/s  page !"  repeated  the  Earl  of  Murray. 
as  if  sneaking  to  himself;  "  it  was  strange  to  send 
his  Lady  s  page  on  a  matter  of  such  deep  concern- 
ment—Morton  will  say  it  is  of  a  piece  with  the  nomi- 
iiauoii  of  his  brother  to  be  Abbot ;  and  yet  in  some 
■oit  an  mexperienccd  youth  will  bnit  terve  the  turn. 


—What  ha«t  thou  betn  taught,  yoong  mmn,  in  tlif 
doughty  apprenticeship?" 

"To  hunt,  my  lord,  and  to  hawk,"  aaid  Roland 
Gnsme. 

"To  htmt  coneys,  and  to  hawk  at  ouielsT*  nid 
the  Regent,  smiling;  "for  auch  are  the  aporu  oi 
ladies  and  their  followers." 

Graeme's  cheek  reddened  dea>ly  as  he  replied,  not 
without  some  emphasis,  "To  hunt  red-deCT  of  the 
firet  head,  and  to  strike  down  herons  of  the  highest 
soar,  my  lord,  which,  in  Lothian  meech.  may  be 
termed,  for  ausht  I  know,  coneys  and  ouzels ;— alsoi, 
I  can  wield  a  orend  and  couch  a  lance,  according  to 
our  Border  meaning ;  in  inland  speech  these  may  be 
termed  water-flags  and  bulrushes." 

"Thy  speech  nngs  like  metal."  said  the  RegaDi 
"and  1  pardon  the  sharpness  of  it  for  the  tnith.^ 
Thou  knowest,  then,  what  belongs  to  the  duty  of  a 
man-at-arms  ?" 

"  So  far  as  exercise  can  teach  it,  without  real  asr* 
vice  in  the  field,"  answered  Roland  Gneme;  **biii 
our  Knight  permitted  none  of  his  household  to  make 
raids,  and  I  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  a 
stricken  field." 

*'The  good  fiirtunel"  repeated  the  Regent,  smiling 
somewhat  sorrowfully,  "take  my  word,  youn^  man, 
war  is  the  only  game  from  which  both  parties  riaa 
losers." 

*-  Nut  D[ikr,i:8,  my  lofd,"  answered  the  page,  vrith 
bin  chnrdr-tf n^tic  audacitv,  "if  fame  s|>eakB  truth." 

''  lk>w,  SLr  r^  said  the  Regent,  colouring  in  his  turn, 
and  pcfhnj I?  inspecting  an  indiscreet  alluaioo  to  the 
heit^'nt  vvhiL-h  Jie  himself  had  attained  by  the  hap  of 
civil  war. 

''  Bccnuse^  my  lord,"  said  Roland  Graeme,  without 
chnn^^  or  Tone,  "  he  who  fights  well,  must  have  famo 
in  life,  or  honour  in  death;  and  so  war  is  a  game 
from  which  no  One  can  rise  a  loser." 

The  Regent  smiled  and  shook  his  head,  when  at 
that  moment  the  door  opened,  and  the  Earl  of  Hor> 
ton  presented  himself. 

"  I  come  somewhat  hastily,"  he  saki,  "  and  I  enter 
unannounced,  because  my  news  are  of  weight— It 
is  as  I  said ;  Edward  Glendinning  is  named  Abbot, 
and" 

"Hush,  my  lord!"  said  the  Regent,  "I  know  It, 
but" 

"  And  perhaps  you  knew  it  before  I  did,  my  Lord  of 
Murray.'  answered  Morton,  his  dark  red  brow  grow- 
ins  darlccr  and  redder  as  lie  spoke. 

^Morton,"  said  Murray,  "suspect  me  not— touch 
not  mine  honuur— I  have  to  suner  enough  from  the 
calumnies  of  foes,  let  me  not  have  to  contend  with 
the  unjust  suspicions  of  my  friends.— We  are  not 
aJone,"^8aid  he,  recollecting  himseU;  "or  I  could  tell 
thee  more." 

He  led  Morton  into  one  of  the  deep  embresores 
which  the  windows  formed  in  the  massive  wall,  and 
which  afforded  a  retiring  place  for  their  conversing 
apart  In  this  receas,  Roland  observed  thein  speak 
together  with  much  earnestness,  Murrey  appearinff  to 
be  grave  and  earnest,  and  Morton  having  a  jealous 
and!  ofiended  air,  which  seemed  gradually  to  give 
way  to  the  assurances  of  the  Regent 

As  their  conversation  grew  more  earnest,  they  be- 
came gradually  louder  in  speech,  having  perhaps  for- 
gotten the  presence  of  the  page,  the  more  readily  at 
his  positbn  m  the  apartment  placed  him  out  of  sight, 
so  that  he  found  himself  unwiUinglv  privy  to  more  of 
their  discourse  than  he  cared  to  near.  For,  page 
though  he  was,  a  mean  curiosity  after  the  secrets  of 
othere  had  never  been  numbered  aniongst  Roland*s 
failings;  and  moreover,  with  all  his  natural  .""ash- 
ness,  ne  could  not  but  doubt  the  safety  of  becommg 
privy  to  the  secret  discourse  of  these  powerful  and 
dreaded  men.  Still  he  could  neither  stop  his  eari^ 
nor  with  propriety  leave  the  apartment ;  and  while  he 
thought  of  some  means  of  signifying  his  presence,  be 
had  already  heard  so  much,  that,  to  have  produced 
himself  suddenly  would  have  been  as  awkward,  and 
perhaps  as  dangerous,  as  in  quiet  to  abkle  the  end  of 
their  conference.  What  he  overheard,  however,  was 
but  an  imperfect  part  of  their  communieation;  and 
although  a  more  expert  politician,  acquainted  with 
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the  circumstances  of  the  times,  would  have  had  little 
difficulty  in  tracing  the  meaning,  yet  Roland  Grsme 
could  only  form  very  general  and  vague  coi^jectures 
as  to  the  import  of  tneu"  discourse. 

"  All  is  prepared."  said  Murray,  *'and  Lindesav  is 
settinz  forward— She  must  hesitate  no  longer— thou 
seest  1  act  by  thy  counsel,  and  harden  myself  against 
softer  considerations." 

"True,  my  lord,"  replied  Morton,  "in  what  is 
necessary  to  gain  power,  you  do  not  hesitate,  but  go 
boldly  to  the  mark.  But  are  you  as  careful  to  defend 
and  preserve  what  you  have  won  ?--Why  this  esta- 
blishment of  domestics  around  her?— has  not  your 
sister  men  and  maidens  enough  to  tend  her,  but  you 
must  consent  to  this  superfluous  and  dangerous  re- 
tinue 7" 

"  For  shame,  Morton !— a  Princess,  and  my  sister, 
could  I  do  less  than  allow  her  due  tendance  ?" 

"  Ay,"  replied  Morton,  "  even  thus  fly  all  your  shaAs 
— smartly  enough  loosened  from  the  bow,  and  not 
unskilfully  aimed— but  a  breath  of  foolish  affection 
ever  crosses  in  the  mid  volley,  and  sways  the  arrow 
from  the  mark." 

"■  Say  not  so,  Morton !"  replied  Murray,  "  I  have 
both  dared  and  done" 

"  Yes,  enough  to  gain,  but  not  enough  to  keep- 
reckon  not  that  she  will  think  and  act  thus— you 
have  wounded  her  deeply  both  in  pride  and  in  power 
—it  signifles  naught,  that  you  would  tent  now  the 
wound  with  unavailing  salves- as  matters  stand 
with  you,  you  must  forfeit  the  title  of  an  affectionate 
l»rother,  to  hold  that  of  Mold  and  determined  states- 
man." 

"  Morton !"  said  Murray,  with  some  impatience^ 
**]  brook  not  these  taunts— what  I  have  done  I  have 
done— what  I  must  farther  do,  I  must  and  mhU— buti 
am  not  made  of  iron  like  thee,  and  I  cannot  but  re- 
member-Enough of  this— my  purpose  holds." 

"  And  I  warrant  nic,"  said  Morton,  "  the  choice  of 
these  domestic  consolations  will  rest  with" 

Here  he  whispered  names  which  escaped  Roland 
Graeme^s  ear.  Murray  replied  in  a  similar  tone,  but 
BO  much  raised  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  sen- 
tence, that  the  page  heard  these  words—**  And  of  hun 
I  hold  myself  secure  by  Olendinning's  recommenda- 
tion." 

"  Ay,  which  may  be  as  much  trustworthy  as  his 
late  conduct  at  the  abbey  of  Saint  Mary* s— you  have 
heard  that  his  brother's  election  has  taken  place. 
iTour  favourite  Sir  Halbert,  my  Lord  of  Murray,  has 
as  much  fraternal  aflection  as  yourself." 

"  Bv  Heaven,  Morton,  that  taunt  demanded  an  un- 
iriencfly  answer,  but  I  pardon  it,  for  vour  brother  also 
is  concerned ;  but  this  election  shalf  be  annulled.  I 
leU  you,  Earl  of  Morton,  while  I  hold  the  sword  of 
state  in  my  royal  nephew's  name,  neither  Lord  nor 
IC.iight  in  Scotland  shall  dispute  my  authority ;  and 
if  1  bear  with  insults  from  my  friends,  it  is  only  while 
(  know  them  to  be  such,  and  forgive  their  foUiee  for 
their  faithfulness." 

Morton  muttered  what  seemed  to  be  some  excuse 
and  the  Regent  answered  him  in  a  milder  tone,  and 
then  subjoined, "  Besides,  I  have  another  pledge  than 
Olendinning's  recommendation  for  this  youth^s  fidel- 
ity—his  nearest  relative  has  placed  herself  in  my 
hands  as  his  security,  to  be  dealt  withal  as  his  doings 
shall  deserve." 

"That  is  something"  replied  Morton ;  "but  yet,  in 
fair  love  and  good-wUl,  I  must  still  pray  you  to  keep 
on  your  guardT  The  foes  are  stirring  again,  as  horse- 
flies and  hornets  become  busy  so  soon  as  the  storm- 
blast  is  over.  George  of  Seyton  was  crossing  the 
causeway  this  mornmg  with  a  score  of  men  at  his 
back,  and  had  a  ruflle  with  my  friends  of  the  house 
of  Leslie— they  met  at  the  "Tron,  and  were  fightmg 
liard,  when  the  provost  with  his  guard  of  partisans, 
came  in  thirdsman,  and  staved  them  asunder  with 
their  halberds,  as  men  oart  dog^and  bear." 

"  He  hath  my  order  for  such  interference,"  said  the 
Reaent--"  Has  any  one  been  hurt  7" 

**  George  of  Seyton  himself  by  black  Ralph  Leslie 
—the  devil  take  the  rapier  that  ran  not  through  from 
tide  to  side  I  Raloh  has  a  bloody  coxcomb,  by  a  blow 


from  a  messan-page  whom  nobody  knew— Dick  Sey- 
ton of  WindygowT  ts  run  through  the  arm,  and  Jwo 
gallants  of  thelieslies  have  suffered  phlebotomy.  This 
IS  all  the  gentle  blood  which  has  been  spilled  in  fbo 
revel ;  but  a  yeoman  or  two  on  both  sides  have  had 
bones  broken  and  ears  cropped.  The  ostlere-wivet, 
who  are  like  to  be  the  only  losers  by  their  miscarriage, 
have  dragged  the  knaves  off  the  street,  and  are  crying 
a  drunken  coronach  over  them." 

"  You  take  it  lighdy,  Douglas."  said  the  Regent  i 
"  these  broils  and  feuds  would  shame  the  capital  nt 
the  Great  Turk,  lot  alone  that  of  a  Christian  and  re- 
formed state.  But,  if  I  live,  this  gear  shall  be  amended; 
and  men  shall  say,  when  they  read  my  story,  that  if  it 
were  my  cruel  hap  to  rise  to  jpower  by  the  dethrone- 
ment 01  a  sister,  I  employed  it,  when  gained,  lor  the 
benefit  of  the  commonweal."  • 

"  And  of  your  friends,"  replied  Morton ;  "  where- 
fore I  trust  for  your  instant  order  annulling  the  elec- 
tion of  this  lurdane  Abbot,  Edward  Glendinning." 

"  Vou  shall  be  presendy  satisfied,"  said  the  R^^cent. 
and,  stepping  forward,  he  b^gan  to  call  "  So  ho,  Hyiid- 
man!"  when  suddenly  his  eye  lighted  on  Roland 
Grsme— "  By  my  faith,  Douglas,"  said  he,  turning  to 
his  friend,  "  here  nave  been  three  at  counsel  I" 

"  Ay,  but  only  two  can  keep  counsel,"  said  Morton ; 
"  the  galliard  must  be  disposed  of." 

"  For  shame,  Morton— an  orphan  boy !— Hearitsn 
thee,  my  child— thou  hast  told  me  some  of  thy  accom- 
plishments—canst thou  speak  truth  7" 

"Ay,  my  lord,  when  it  serves  my  turp,"  replied 
Grseme. 

"It  shall  serve  thy  turn  now,"  said  the  Regent; 
"  and  falsehood  shall  be  thy  destruction.  How  much 
hast  thou  heard  or  understood  of  what  we  two  have 
spoken  together?" 

"  But  little,  my  lord,"  replied  Roland  Gnenie  boldly. 
"  which  met  my  apprehension,  saving  that  it  seemed 
to  me  as  if  in  something  you  doubted  the  Caith  of  the 
Knight  of  Avenel,  uiider  whose  roof  I  was  nur- 
tured." 

"  And.what  hast  thou  to  say  on  that  point,  young 
man  7"  continued  the  Regent,  bending;  his  eyes  upon 
him  with  a  keen  and  strong  expression  of  observa- 
tion. 

"That,"  said  the  page,  "depends  on  the  quality 
of  those  who  speak  ag:ainst  his  honour  whose  bread 
I  have  lonff  eaten.  If  tney  be  my  inferiors,  I  say  they 
lie,  and  will  maintain  what  I  say  with  my  batoon ;  tf 
my  equals,  still  1  say  they  lie,  and  will  do  hattle  in  the 
quarrel,  if  they  list,  with  my  sword ;  if  my  superiors" 
—he  paused. 

"Proceed  boldly."  said  the  Regent- "What  if  thy 
superiors  said  aught  that  nearly  touched  your  maa- 
ter's  honour?" 

"  I  would  say,"  replied  Grasme,  "  that  he  did  ill  to 
slander  the  absent,  and  that  my  master  was  a  man 
who  could  render  an  account  of  his  actions  to  any 
one  who  should  manfully  demand  it  of  him  to  bia 
face." 

"  And  it  were  manfully  said."  replied  the  Regent— 
'*  what  thinkest  thou,  my  Lord  of  llorton  7" 

"I  think."  replied  Morton,  "  that  if  the  young  gal- 
liard resemble  a  certain  ancient  friend  of  ours,  as 
much  in  the  craft  of  his  disposition  as  ha  does  in  eye 
and  in  brow,  there  may  be  a  wkle  difierence  betwat 
what  he  means  and  what  he  speaks." 

"  And  whom  meanest  thou  that  ha  reaemblea  to 
closely?"  said  Murray. 

"  Even  the  true  and  trusty  Julian  Avenel,"  replied 
Morton. 

*'  But  this  youth  bebngt  to  the  Debateable  Land,*' 
said  Murray. 

"  It  may  he  so ;  but  Julian  was  an  outlying  striker 
of  venison,  and  made  many  a  fair  cast  when  ne  had  a 
fair  doe  in  chase." 

"Pshaw!"  said  the  Regent,  "  this  is  bat  idle  taik— 
Here,  thou  Hyndman— thou  curiosity,"  calling  to  thr 
usher,  who  now  entered,  "conduct  this  youth  to  hit 
companion.— You  will  both,"  he  said  t«>  Gneme,^"  keep 
yourselves  in  readiness  to  travel  on  short  nouoe."-* 
And  then  motioning  to  him  courteously  to  withdrii*«^. 
he  broke  up  the  interview. 
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himself  to  the  strange,  complicated,  and  yet  hean- 
stirring  reflections,  to  which  the  events  of  the  moni- 
ing  had  given  rise.  Yestcrdav  he  was  of  neiihfr 
mark  nor  likelihood,  a  vagrant  boy.  the  attendant  on 
a  relative,  of  whose  sane  judgment  tie  himself  had  not 
the  highest  opinion;  but  now  he  had  become,  II 
knew  not  why.  or  wherefore,  or  to  what  extent,  the 
custodier,  as  the  Scottish  phrase  went,  of  some  im- 
portant  state  secret,  in  the  safe  keeping  of  which  the 
Regent  himself  was  concerned.  It  did  not  dimisish 
from,  but  rather  added  to.  the  interest  of  a  situation  n 
unexpected,  that  Roland  himself  did  not  perfec[!]r 
understand  wherein  he  stood  committed  by  the  rate 
secrets,  in  which  he  had  unwittingly  become  paniri- 
patcr.  On  the  contrarj',  he  felt  like  one  who  kxii 
on  a  romantic  landscape,  of  which  be  sees  the  feitunc 
for  the  first  time,  and  then  obscured  with  mist  ar.d 
driving  tempest.  The  imperfect  glimpse  whicb  the 
oye  catches  of  rocks^  trecF,  and  other  obj*ectB  arounj 
him,  adds  double  dignity  to  these  shrouded  mouD' 
tains  and  darkened  abysses,  of  which  the  height, 
depth,  and  extent,  are  left  to  imagination. 

But  mortals,  especially  at  the  well-appetized  age 
which  precedes  twenty  yeara,  are  seldom  to  much 
engsigfxl  either  by  real  or  conjectural  subjects  of 
spcculntion,  but  that  their  earthly  wanta  claim  tbcir 
hour  of  attention.  And  with  many  a  smile  did  our 
hero,  so  the  reader  mny  term  him  u  he  H-iU,  kail  the 
re-appearance  of  his  fnend  Adam  Woodcock,  bcarisK 
on  one  wooden  platter  a  tremendous  portion  of  bGikd 
beef,  and  on  another  a  pluopful  allowance  of  green, 
or  rather  what  the  Scotch^all  lang-kale.  A  groom 
followed  with  bread,  salt,  and  the  other  means  o! 
setting  forth  a  meal ;  and  when  they  had  both  olaerd 
on  the  oaken  table  what  they  bore  in  their  hands,  the 
falconer  observed,  that  since  he  knew  the  coai.  r 
had  got  harder  and  harder  every  day  to  the  poor 
gentlemen  and  yeomen  retainers,  but  that  now  it 
was  an  absolute  flaying  of  a  flee  for  the  hide  ar.d 
tallow.  Such  thronging  to  the  wicket,  and  such 
churlish  answers,  and,  sich  bare  beef-bones,  such  a 
shouldering  at  the  but ter>'- hatch  and  cellarage,  ard 
naught  to  be  gained  beyond  small  insuflicient  s.ci;!< 
ale,  or  at  best  with  a  single  straike  of  malt  to  counid^ 
balance  a  double  allowance  of  water—"  Bv  the  masa. 
though^  my  young  friend,"  said  h«\  while  nr  saw  the 
food  disappearing  fast  under  Roland's  active  cXiT* 
tions,  "  it  is  not  so  well  to  lament  fur  former  tiroes  ai 
to  take  the  advantage  of  the  present,  else  we  arc  like 
to  lose  on  both  sides." 

So  saying,  Adam  Woodcock  drew  his  chair  to- 
wards the  tablc^  unsheathed  his  knife,  (for  every  one 
carried  that  minister  of  festive  distribution  for  ntm- 
sell;)  and  imitating  his  young  companion's  mmf\t. 
who  for  the  moment  had  lost  hia  anxiety  for  the 
future  in  the  eager  satisfaction  of  an  appeuie  shaip* 
ened  by  youth  and  abstinence. 

In  truth  they  made,  though  the  materials  «ne 
sufficiently  simple,  a  very  respectable  meal,  at  the 
expense  of  the  roval  allowance;  and  Adam  Wood- 
co«.*k,  notvvithstanding  the  deliberate  censure  which 
he  had  nassed  on  the  household  beer  of  the  palace 
had  taken  the  fourth  deep  draught  of  the  bbck-jacl 
cr*:' he  remembered  him  that  he  had  apokin  in  lU 
dispraise.  Then,  flinging  himself  jollil)-  and  iuxc- 
riously  back  in  an  old  daiiskc  ell»ow-chair,  ami  look* 
ing  with  careless  glee  towards  the  page,  extendin^at 
the  same  tinie  his  right  leg,  and  atrctcbing  theotsff 
ca.sly  over  it,  he  reminded  his  companion  that  he  had 
not  yet  hcara  the  ballad  which  he  had  made  for  the 
Abbot  of  Unreason's  revel.  And  accordingly  be 
struck  merrily  up  with 

"Tho  Pnpe,  itiat  dmui  AiH  of  pride, 
Hu  blinded  u  Adl  lug** 

Rolnnd  Grcme.  who  felt  no  great  delight,  um 
be  supposed,  in  the  falconers  satire,  considerinir  iti 
subject,  began  to  snatch  up  his  mantle,  and  (lnc>t 
around  his  shoulders,  an  action  which  instantlf  o- 
ternintod  the  ditty  of  Adam  Wixxlcock. 

"  \Vh»Tc  the  vengeance  are  you  goinf;  now,"  hi 
said,  "  thou  restless  boy  ?— Thou  hast  quickn!v.T  a 
the  veins  of  tht!C  to  a  certainty,  ond  canst  no  nun 

,„„,„.^  ^i.  «..««,  , , abide  any  douce  and  sensible  communing,  than  i 

fllrf'  duriDg  his  atMence,  Roland  Grame  a)baudQWGd\\iOQ4\e«a  ^vik.  woukl  keep  perched  on  my  wriair 
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It  b  and  Imiot-'tu  the  tliioff  1 10111111  for. 

Have  kneel'd  for,  pray'd  for,  rick'd  ny  fame  and  lifk  for, 

And  yet  it  i«  not— 110  more  than  the  thaduw 

Upon  the  hard,  cold,  flat,  and  polinh'd  mirror, 

In  the  warm,  gracefyil.  roueded,  livtnir  rabatuioo 

Which  it  preaenU  in  form  aiid  iiDeameot. 

OUPler. 

Thk  usher,  with  gravity  which  ill  concealed  a  jea- 
lous scowl,  conducted  Roland  Gncme  to  a  lower 
apartment,  where  he  found  his  comrade  the  falconer. 
The  man  of  ofl^ce  then  briefly  acouainted  them  that 
this  would  be  their  residence  till  his  Grace's  further 
orders ;  that  they  were  to  go  to  the  pantry,  to  the 
butter>',  to  the  cellar,  and  to  the  kitchen,  at  the  usual 
hours,  to  receive  the  allowances  becoming  their  sta- 
tion,—instructions  which  Adam  Woodcock's  old 
familiarity  with  the  court  made  him  perfectly  under- 
stand—"For  your  beds."  he  said,  "  you  must  go  to 
the  hotelrie  of  Saint  Michael's,  in  respect  the  palace  is 
now  full  of  the  domestics  of  the  greater  nobles." 

No  sooner  was  the  nsher^s  back  turned  than  Adam 
exclaimed,  with  all  the  glee  of  eager  curiosity,  "And 
now.  Master  Roland,  the  news— the  news-  come, 
unbutton  thy  pouch,  and  give  us  thy  tidings-  What 
says  the  Regent?  asks  he  for  Adam  Woodcock?— 
and  is  all  soldered  up,  or  must  the  Abbot  of  Unreason 
•trap  for  it?" 

"  All  is  well  in  that  quarter,'*  said  the  page;  "and 
for  the  rest— But,  hev-dny,  what !  have  you  taken  the 
chain  and  medal  offfrom  my  bonnet  ?" 

"And  meet  time  it  was,  when  jon  usher,  vinegar- 
fccetl  rogue  that  he  is,  began  to  inquire  what  popish 
trengam  yon  were  wearing— By  the  mass,  the  metal 
would  have  been  confiscated  for  conscience-sake,  like 

{our  other  rattle-trap  yonder  at  Avcnel,  which  Mrs. 
.ilias  bears  about  on  her  shoos  in  the  guise  of  a  pair 
of  shoe-bucklea— This  comes  of  carrying  popish  nick- 
nackets  about  you." 

"The  jade  !"  exclaimed  Roland  Grwme,  "has  she 
melted  down  my  rosary  into  buckles  for  her  clumsy 
hoofs  which  will  set  off  such  a  garnish  nearly  as  well 
as  a  cow's  mieht  7— But,  hang  her,  let  her  keep  them 
— manv  a  dog^s  trick  have  I  played  old  Lilias,  for  want 
of  havfrig  somcthiuK  belter  to  do,  an»i  the  buckles  will 
»er>'e  for  a  remembrance.  Do  you  remember  the 
verjuice  I  put  into  the  comfits,  when  old  Wingate 
and  she  were  to  breakfast  together  on  Easter  mom- 
mg?" 
^In  troth  do  I,  Master  Roland— the  major-domo's 
mouth  was  as  crooked  as  a  hawk's  beak  for  the 
whole  morning  afterwariis,  and  any  other  page  in 
your  room  would  have  tasted  the  discipline  of  the 
porter's  lodge  for  it.— But  my  Lady's  favour  stood 
between  your  skin  and  many  a  jerking— Lord  send 
you  may  be  the  better  for  her  protection  in  such 
mattere!"  ,  ,    , 

"  I  am  at  least  grateful  for  it,  Adam ;  and  I  am  glad 
you  put  me  in  mind  of  it." 

"  Well,  but  the  news,  my  young  master,"  said 
Woodcock,  "spell  me  the  tiding*— what  are  'wv  to  fly 
at  next  ?— what  did  the  Regent  say  to  you  ?" 

"Nothing  that  I  am  to  nijcat  again, '  said  Roland 
Gnpme,  shaking  his  head. 

"Why.  hey-day," said  Adam,  "how prudent  we  are 
become  all  of  a  sudden  !  You  have  advanced  rarelv 
in  brief  space.  Master  Roland.  Yon  have  well  niuh 
had  your  head  broken,  and  you  have  gained  your  Rold 
chnin,  and  vou  have  made  an  eneniv.  Master  Usher  to 
wit,  with  hw  two  If^s  like  hawks  jx-rohes,  and  you 
have  had  audience  ul  the  first  man  in  the  rc^lni,  and 
l»car  as  much  mystery  in  your  brow,  as  if  you  had 
flown  in  the  court-sky  ever  since  you  were  hatched.— 
I  believe,  in  my  soul,  you  would  run  with  a  piece  of 
the  eaq;-shell  on  your  head  like  the  curlews,  which  (1 
wouldwe  were  after  them  a^ain)  we  used  to  call 
whnps  in  the  Halidoine  and  its  neighbourhood.— But 
sit  thee  down,  boyj  Adam  Woodcock  was  never  the 
lad  to  seek  to  enter  into  forbidden  secrets— sit  thee 
down,  and  I  will  go  fetch  the  vivere— I  know  the  butler 
«nd  the  pantler  of  old." 

The  good-natured  falconer  srt  forth  upon  his  errand, 
hMri^^  /i/mwff  about  pnwurinK  thetr  refrrrshmcnt 
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"  Why  Adam,"  replied  the  pi^  *'  if  you  must  needs 
snow,  I  am  about  to  take  a  walk  and  look  at  this 
fair  city.  One  may  as  well  be  still  mewed  up  in  the  old 
castle  of  the  lake,  if  one  is  to  sit  the  live-long  night 
between  four  walls,  and  hearken  to  old  ballads." 

"  It  is  a  new  ballad— the  Lord  help  thee  l"  replied 
Adam,  "  and  that  one  of  the  best  that  ever  was 
luatched  with  a  rousing  chorus." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  the  uaae,  "  I  will  hear  it  another 
day,  when  the  rain  is  dashuiff  against  the  windows, 
and  there  is  neither  steed  stamping,  nor  wur  jingling, 
Qor  feather  waving  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  mar  my 
marking  it  well.  But,  even  now,  I  waut  to  be  in  the 
world,  and  to  look  about  me." 

I*  But  the  never  a  stride  shall  you  go  without  me," 
laid  the  falconer.  "  until  the  Regent  shall  take  yuu 
whole  and  sound  off  my  hand  :  and  so,  if  you  wilL 
we  may  go,  to  the  hostelry  of  Saint  Michael's,  and 
there  you  will  sec  company  enough,  but  through  the 
casement,  mark  vou  me;  ior  as  to  rambling  through 
the  streets  to  seek  Sey tons  and  Leslies,  and  having  a 
dozen  holes  drilled  in  your  new  jacket  with  rapier 
and^niard,  I  will  >ield  no  way  to  it." 

**  To  the  hostelry  uf  Saint  Michael* s,  then  with  all 
my  heart,"  said  the  page ;  and  they  left  tlie  palace 
accordingly,  rendered  to  the  sentinels  at  the  gate, 
who  haa  now  taken  their  posts  for  the  evenings,  a 
strict  account  of  their  names  and  business,  were  dis- 
missed through  a  small  wicket  uf  the  close-barred 
STial,  and  soon  reached  the  inn  or  hostelry  of  Saint 
ichael,  which  stood  in  a  large  court-yard,  off  the 
main  street,  close  under  the  descent  of  the  Cnlton-hill. 
The  place,  wide,  waste  and  uncomfortable,  rescm- 
bled  rather  an  Elosteru  caravansary,  where  men 
found  shelter,  indeed,  but  were  obliged  to  supply 
themselves  with  ewkny  thing  else,  than  one  of  our 
modern  inns ; 

"  Where  not  ooe  eomflirt  ihall  to  thoM  be  loit. 
Who  never  e^k,  or  uevor  feel,  Uve  cosL" 

But  Still,  to  the  inexperienced  eye  of  Roland  Oneme, 
the  bustle  and  confusion  of  this  place  of  public  resort 
furnished  excitement  aud  amusement.  In  the  large 
room,  into  which  they  had  rather  found  their  own 
way  than  been  ushered  by  mine  host,  travellers  and 
natives  of  the  city  entered  and  departed,  met  and 
greeted,  gamed  or  drank  together,  forming  the 
strongest  contrast  to  the  stern  and  monotonous 
order  and  silence  with  which  matters  were  conducted 
ji  the  well-ordered  huusehold  of  the  Knight  of 
Avcnel.  Altercation  of  every  kind,  fifom  brawling  to 
iftfting,  WHS  going  on  among  the  groups  around  them, 
and  yet  the  noise  and  mingled  voices  seemed  to  dis- 
turb no  one,  and  indeed  to  be  noticed  by  no  others 
than  by  those  who  composed  the  group  to  which  the 
^K'aKer  belonged. 

The  falconer  passed  through  the  apartment  to  a 
projecting  lattictkl  window,  which  formed  a  sort  of 
recess  from  the  room  itself;  and  having  here  en- 
sconced himself  and  his  companion,  he  called  for 
fome  refreshments;  and  n  tapster,  after  ho  had 
shouted  for  the  twentieth  time,  accommodated  him 
with  the  remains  of  a  cold  capon  and  a  neat's  tongue, 


J  will  be  jolly  to-nigl  ,  .    , 

when  he  saw  himself  tnus'accommodatol,'  "and  let 
care  come  to-morrow." 

But  Roland  had  eaten  too  lately  to  or^joy  the  good 
cheer ;  and  feeling  his  curiosity  much  sharper  than  his 
appetite^  he  made  it  his  choice  to  look  out  of  the  lat- 
tice, which  overhung  a  large  yard  surrounded  by  the 
stables  of  the  hostelry,  and  fed  his  eves  on  the  busy 
light  beneath,  while  Adam  Woodcock,  after  ho  had 
rompared  his  companion  to  the  "  Lami  of  Macfar- 
lane  s  geese,  who  liked  thf^ir  play  better  than  their 
meat."  disposed  of  his  time  with  the  aid  of  cup  and 
trencher,  occasionally  humming  the  burden  of  his 
bh-th-strangled  ballad,  and  beating  time  to  it  with  his 
fingers  on  the  little  round  table.  In  this  exercise  he 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  the  exclamations  of  his 
eompamon,  as  he  saw  somothin;;  new  in  the  yard 
ftencath,  to  attract  and  interest  him. 

li  was  a  busy  scene,  for  the  number  of  gentlemen 


and  nobles  who  were  now  crowded  into  the  city,  had 
filled  all  spare  stables  and  places  of  public  reception 
with  their  horses  and  military  attendants.  There 
were  some  score  of  yeomen  dressing  their  own  or 
their  masters'  horses  in  the  yard,  whuitling,  singing, 
laughing,  and  upbraiding  each  other,  in  a  style  of  wit 
which  the  good  order  of  Avenel  Castle  rendered 
strange  to  Roland  Grsmc's  ears.  Others  were  busy 
repainng  their  own  arms,  or  cleaning  those  of  their 
masters.  One  fellow,  having  just  bought  a  bundle  of 
twenty  spears,  was  sitting  in  a  comer,  employed  in 
painting  tne  white  staves  of  the  weapons  with  yellow 
and  vermilion.  Other  lackeys  led  large  8tau-hound^ 
or  wolf-dogs,  of  noble  race,  carefully  inuziled  to  pre- 
vent accidents  to  passengers.  All  came  and  went, 
mixed  together  and  separated,  under  the  delighted 
eye  of  the  page,  whose  iiiiagination  had  not  even  con- 
ceived a  scene  so  gaylv  diversified  with  the  obji-cts  he 
hod  most  pleasure  in  Beholding;  so  that  he  was  per- 
petually breaking  the  quiet  reverie  of  honest  Wood- 
cock, and  the  mental  progress  which  he  was  making 
in  his  ditty,  by  exclaiming,  "Look  here,  Adam— look 
at  the  bonny  bay  horse— S'aint  Anthony,  what  a  gal- 
lant forehand  he  hath  got !— and  see  the  goodly,  gray, 
which  yonder  ffi-llow  in  the  frieze-jacket  is  dressing  at 
awkwardly  ns  if  he  hud  never  touched  aui^t  but  a 
cow— I  would  I  were  nigh  him  to  tench  him  nis  trade! 
—And  loyou,  Adam,  the  gay  Milan  armour  that  the 
yconicn  is  scouring,  all  steel  and  silver,  like  our 
Knight's  prime  suit,  of  which  old  Wingate  makes 
such  account— And  see  to  yonder  pretty  wench,  Adam, 
who  comes  tripping  through  them  all  with  her  milk- 
uoil— I  warrant  she  has  had  a  long  walk  from  the 
loaning;  she  has  a  stammel  waibtcoat,  like  your 
favounte  Cicely  Sunderland,  Master  Adam  I" 

"  By  my  hood,  lad,"  answered  the  falconer,  "it  is 
well  for  thee  thou  wert  brought  up  where  grace  mrew. 
Even  in  the  Castle  of  Avcnel  thou  wert  a  wild-olood 
tmough.  but  hndst  thou  licen  nur lured  Iier&  within  a 
flight-shot  of  the  Court,  thou  hadst  been  the  verir^sL 
crack-hemp  of  a  page  that  ever  wore  ftiathcr  in  thy 
bonnet  or  steel  by  thy  side :  truly,  I  wish  it  ma/  ena 
well  with  ihee." 

"Nay,  but  leave  thy  senseless  humming  and  drum* 
ming,  old  Adam,  and  come  to  the  window  ere  thou 
hast  drenched  thy  senses  in  the  pint-pot  there.  See 
here  comes  a  merry  minstrel  with  his  crowd,  and  a 
wench  with  him,  that  dances  with  bells  at  her  an- 
cles ;  and  sec,  the  yeomen  and  pages  leave  their  horses 
and  the  armour  they  were  cleaning,  and  gather  round, 
as  is  very  natural,  to  hear  the  music  Come,  old 
Adam,  we  will  thither  loo." 

"  You  shall  call  mo  cutt  if  I  do  go  down,"  said 
Adam;  "you  are  near  as  good  minstrelsy  as  (he 
stroller  can  make,  if  you  haa  but  the  grace  to  listen 
to  it." 

"  But  the  wench  in  the  stammel  waistcoat  is  stop- 
ping too,  Adam— by  Heaven,  they  arc  going  to  dance  t 
Frieze-jacket  wants  to  dance  with  stammel-waist- 
coat,  but  she  is  coy  and  recusant." 

Then  suddenly  changing  his  tone  of  levity  into  one 
of  deep  interest  and  surprise,  he  exclaimed,*  Queen  of 
Heaven !  what  is  it  that  I  see!"  and  then  remained 
silenL 

The  sage  Adam  Woodcock,  who  was  in  a  sort  of 
languid  degree  amused  with  the  page's  exclnniatioiui, 
even  while  professed  to  despise  them,  became  at 
length  rather  desirous  to  sst  his  tongue  once  more 
a-gojng,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  superionty  afforded 
by  his  own  intimate  familiarity  witii  all  the  ciicuin- 
stances  which  excited  in  his  young  companion's  mind 
BO  much  wonderment. 

"Well,  then,"  he  said  at  last,  "what  is  it  you 
do  see,  Master  Roland,  that  you  have  become  mute 
all  of  a  sudden?" 

Roland  R'turnrd  no  answer. 

"I  say,  Muster  Roland  Grieme."  said  the  falconer, 
"  it  is  manners  in  my  country  lor  a  man  to  speak 
when  he  is  spoken  to.^ 

Roland  Gricme  remained  silent. 

"The  murrain  is  in  the  boy,"  said  Adam  Wood- 
cock,  "  he  has  stared  out  his  eyes  and  talked  his 
tongue  to  pieces,  I  think !" 

The  falconer  hastily  drank  off  his  can  of  wine,  ajid 
54« 
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t  m  RrlflnJ,  who  wtoad  like  a  atatu^,  wiih  hit 
mfl  eagerly  btnt  nn  tbe  court-jfard,  ihijimh  .^dam 
Woodcock  wai  unftirlei  to  dft*^i  wnong*!  th*?  joyqus 
scene  wbich  it  ethibittd  aiyfiit  that  could  dt?*eTV« 
Mich  devoted  iiii:<?tjHon, 

^*  The  iiid  is  maz<d  T*  n\d  the  faJcoTwr  to  hnn^E-lf. 

But  Roland  Ora.'me  hid  good  ncnsonii  for  his  mif- 
prke,  tho%^h  thdy  wert'  no^Buch  as  be  could  tummii- 
ujcrntv  to  hu<  companion. 

The  touch  of  iiho  oM  tnmsttfri  in^tnimcnt,  for  he 
Dfld  ot ready  bfr*un  io  plajr.  had  drnwii  in  Bevcrtl 
auditors  froiij  ihe  ^itetU  when  oneentcirfi  -^^  -  te 
of  thfj  >tirU  whdw  a»peir»iicfl eselnBivii v  n j .  le 

iUfftiiion  of  Roltmd  Gntmp.    He  w&s  of  hi  ■  b, 

OTA  good dflftJ  youiiRfr,  and  from  hiw  rk-  «j.  ii>  i  .  ,f. 
iitg  might  beDrtht<  earni!  runk  mid  tallua  iii^iML  fl 
thft  sirof  eoiCijmbry  and  pirt^^nsion.  v^\u<)^  nrr  .r  l.d 
with  Ji  handjMDine,  thou|^h  siiehi  unfl  \ovc  ihi^utv  Jind 
an  eli^giint  dn?i^»,  in  pnn  hid  by  °  1^^^  purple  dortk. 
A»  be  eniLtL»d,  h«  cist  «  gtuncc  U|)  Towards  the  witt- 
dowa,  nnd^  to  hia  ca  trance  aAionishintmL,  under  I  he 
purfile  velv&i  bonnet  anri  white  feather,  Roliind  fi-co}^- 
fiiacd  thtf  f«itLifieB  so  deeply  m^pressed  on  hiA  mfftiioty, 
ihif  bright  and  duisiered  rretsei,  the  IflUfthinp  full  bhie 
«yea,  the  well- formed  ey^ibrowAv  the  nose,  vith  the 
Highlevt  pcwaihk  mdmntion  tu  be  afjuilmr?,  the  rubV 
lip,  of  which  an  arch  and  hiilf-sripprr^scf!  emile 
*«^med  the  habitual  eiprejsion— in  short*  tht-  form 
and  face  of  Cflthmne  Seyton;  m  man'e  attire,  how- 
iivcr,  and  mtmickinff.  as  it  Be«^ti>rtlnot  unrnjcceaefully, 
ihe  been  OK  of  a  youlhfid  but  forward  pate. 

**  Saint  George  ond  Hrtint  Atidrewr  ejtclaimed 
lh«  maKed  Roland  Grtr^me  to  himself,  *'waa  :b<^re 
*!TCT  mch  oa  audarioua  quciinl-flhe  &eemfi  a  littEe 
ushimeti  of  her  mummtrj^  tons  for  she  holds  rh^  lap 
of  her  cloak  to  hcrfnee,  and  her  colunr  js  heighlcneo 
^^ut  Santa  Maria,  bow  &hc  thrt^adii  the  throng,  with 
ai  inu  tind  hold  a  st^p  m  if  ahe  had  pever  HhI  pctii- 
coBl  toiind  her  waint  I— Holy  pami?  !  »he  holiis  up 
her  ridioi^'rod  fia  if  she  would  hy  it  about  some  af 
tbdr  e^rs.  that  stand  most  In  hr^r  way— by  the  hantJ 
of  iny  father  I  che  be  art  herself  like  the  ver^  model  of 
^aguhood.— H*y I  what!  sure  she  wiJl  not  strike 
frieiaH^Bckel  in  earnest  V  Btit  be  waft  not  lonp  k  ft 
in  4omi ;  ftjr  the  lotit  whom  he  had  before  rei>ca(eiJljr 
noticed,^  standing  in  the  wa^  of  the  buHtling  pagi^ 
and  maintaining  hia  placo  with  clownish  obfititmcjf 
or  BttJpiditvv  the  advanced  rtdine-rod  wap,  without  a 
■nionienfahesitnTiun,  sharply  JSpplicd  to  his  aboLiUier-i, 
m  a  nmnntT  which  made  hmi  spring  flBid!.\  rubbing 
the  part  of  tlie  body  whseh  h*id  ircdvcd  bo  unceremo- 
nious a  hint  that  it  was  in  tlte  way  of  ht»  belters. 
The  party  mjured  growl ed  forth  ati  oaih  or  two  of 
indi{^iiatJoti,  and  Roland  Ontrnm  b^^gan  to  think  of 
gvinK  down  Btairs  to  t>ie  asaiiitnnCG  of  the  translated 
Caiherine!  but  the  laugh  wf  the  y^rd  waa  againBt 
frieze -jacket,  which  indt^l  had,  in  those  dnys,  ism  nil 
choiiee  of  fair  play  in  a  qwarrri  wiUt  velvet  and  em- 
broidery I  »o  that  the  ftrllow.  who  was  a  nienml  in  the 
jon,  *bmk  back  to  ttmh  hi?  tjtsk  of  drt«fitnj?  xhe. 
botinjr  gray.  laui»bed  at  by  all.  but  most  by  the  ^'c  nch 
in  thti  Btammei  watMeoai,  hi»  fellow- servant^  who,  to 
cfowri  bb  dii;?ratte,  had  the  eruelty  to  east  on  applnud- 
ing  smile  upon  (he  author  of  thi^  injury,  whik  with  a 
fr«?dotn  niore  like  the  uulkmnid  of  the  tow^n  than  ehe 
of  the  plams,  she  accosted  him  with^'^la  there  any 
one  you  want  here,  my  pretty  gentleman,  that  you 
B#ain  in  «uch  haste  1" 

"J  leck  D  Blip  of  a  lad,'*  said  the  aeemingr  gallant, 
'*  with  a  iprig  of  holly  in  hi«  cap,  black  hair,  and  black 
eye**  f^ttxn  jaeket,  nod  the  air  of  a  country  coacotnt) 
-*I  bave  Bought  htm  thryutjh  every  clo&s  and  alley  m 
the  Ciinoiigsta  the  fiend  Kore  him  !" 

**Whj%  aod-a-merer,  Nnur  muuereo  Eolajid 
Grffime,  much  bewild^ireii. 

**  1  Vf\]\  inqufre  him  presently  out  for  your  fair  yoimg 
worship  "  said  the  wirn<"h  of  the  inn. 

^'  Do,"  ft  Hid  the  cftllnnt  squire,  "  aod  if  you  bring  me 
lo  him,  you  ah  alt  have  n  ^oai  to-ni^fbt,  tmd  a  kis*  oil 
Sumiftv  wbtn  yuu  hoTe  on  a  cleaner  kirtle,'* 

*' Why,  God-B-nierey,  NunV  aaain  ni uttered  Ro- 
land, "  this  is  a  note  ftbovc  E  La.'*^ 

In  a  uiument  aft*ir,  the  servant  entered  the  roQm, 
■nd  uibeml  lu  th«  object  of  h:i  Kirptiae, 


Winle  the  d!«gQi«tf  teetal  looked  with  tmmbaafaed 
brow,  and  bold  tmi  rapid  glance  of  her  ejre,  thrunfA 
the  TariouB  parties  in  the  large  old  room,  Rolam 
Onem&  who  felt  an  internal  awkward  sense  of  bash- 
ful contusion,  which  he  deemed  altogether  unworthy* 
of  the  bold  and  dashing  character  to  which  be  as- 
pired, determined  not  to  be  browbeaten  and  put  doim 
bv  this  singular  female,  but  to  meet  her  with  a  glance 
of  recognition  so  sly.  so  penetrating,  so  expreasiveljr 
humorous,  as  should  show  her  at  once  be  was  in 
possession  of  her  secret  and  master  of  ber  fate,  and 
should  compel  her  to  bumble  herself  towards  him,  at 
least  into  the  look  and  manner  of  respectful  and  de« 
j»ecating  observance. 

This  was  extremely  ^ell  planned ;  but  just  ss  Ro- 
land had  called  up  the  knowing  glance,  the  suppressed 
smile,  the  shrewd  intelligent  look,  which  was  to  en- 
sure hb  triomph,  he  encountered  the  bold,  firm,  and 
steady  gaze  ox  his  brother  or  sister  page,  who  castmg 
on  him  a  falcon  glance,  and  recognismg  him  at  ones 
as  the  object  of  his  search,  walkra  up  with  the  most 
unconcerned  look,  the  most  free  and  undaunted  com- 
posure, and  hailed  him  with  **You,  Sir  Holly- top,  I 
would  speak  with  you.*' 

The  steady  coomess  and  assurance  with  which 
these  words  were  uttered,  although  the  Toice  was  the 
very  voice  he  bad  heard  at  the  old  convent,  and 
although  the  features  more  nearly  resembled  those  of 
Catherine  when  seen  close  than  when  viewed  from  a 
distance,  produced,  nevertheless,  such  a  confusion  hi 
Roland's  mind,  that  he  became  uncertain  whether  he 
was  not  still  under  a  mistake  fh>m  the  beginning: 
the  knowing  shrewdness  which  should  have  animated 
his  visage  faded  into  a  sheepish  bashfuluess,  and  the 
half-suppressed  but  most  intellimble  smile,  became 
the  senseless  gigsle  of  one  who  laughs  to  cover  his 
own  disorder  of  ideas. 

"  Do  they  nnderatand  a  S^toteh  tongse  in  thy  coon 
try,  Holly-top  T'  sakl  this  marrefiooe  specimen  of 
metamorphosis.    "  I  said  I  would  «peak  with  thee." 

"What  is  your  business  with  my  comrade,  mf 
young  chick  of  the  game  ?**  sakl  Adam  Woodcodc, 
willing  to  step  in  to  his  companion's  assistance 
though  totally  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  sudden 
disappearance  of  all  Roland's  usual  smartness  and 
presence  of  mind. 

**  Nothmg  to  you,  my  old  cock  of  the  perch,"  repbeo 
the  gallant ;  "  go  mind  your  hawks'  castings.  I  guess 
by  your  bag  and  your  gauntlet  that  you  are  squire  ol 
the  body  to  a  sort  of  kites." 

He  laughed  as  he  spoke,  and  the  laugh  reminded 
RoUnd  so  irresisubly  of  the  hearty  fit  oT  risibility  in 
which  Catherine  had  indulged  at  his  expense  when 
they  firat  met  in  the  old  nunneiy,  that  he  could  scarce 
help  exclaiming.  ** Catharine  Seyton,  by  Heavens!" 
—He  checked  tne  exclamation,  however,  and  only 
said,  "I  think,  air,  we  two  are  not  totally  strangers 
to  each  other.'' 

**  We  must  have  met  in  our  drean^s  then,"  said  the 
youth :  **  and  my  days  are  too  busy  to  remember  what 
I  think  on  at  nights.^' 

"Or  apparently  to  remember  upon  one  day  thosa 
whom  you  may  have  seen  on  the  preceding  eve,"  said 
Roland  Grsme. 

The  youth  in  his  turn  cast  on  him  a  look  of  some 
surprises  as  he  replied*  "I  know  no  more  of  what  you 
mean  than  does  the  horse  I  ride  on— if  there  bs 
offence  in  your  words,  you  shall  find  me  as  ready  to 
take  it  as  any  lad  in  Lothian." 

"  You  know  well,"  saM  Roland,  "though  it  plesaet 
you  to  use  the  language  of  a  stranger,  that  v^th  yon 
1  can  have  no  purpose  to  ouarreL" 

"  Let  me  do  mine  errand  then,  and  be  rid  of  you,** 
said  the  page.  "  Step  hither  this  way,  out  of  that  old 
leathern  fist's  hearing." 

They  walked  into  the  recess  of  the  wmdow^  which 
Roland  had  j^  upon  the  youth's  entrance  mto  the 
apartment  The  messenger  then  turned  his  back  on 
the  company,  after  casung  a  hasty  and  sharo  glance 
around  to  see  if  they  were  observed.  RoSana  did  th^ 
same,  and  the  page  in  the  purp}e  mande  thus  ad- 
dressed him,  takmg  at  the  same  time  from  under  his 
cloak  a  short  but  beautifully-wrought  sword,  with 
the  hilt  and  ornaments  upon  the  shearh  of  aUveir 
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chaaedindoTw-gildad^**!  bnngypaUui 

'wreapon  firom  m  fiiend,  who  gLYea  it  you  under  the 
DO  condition,  that  you  wul  not  unsheathe  it  until 


^ I  are  commanded  by  your  rightful  Sovereign.   For 

rour  warmth  of  temper  is  known,  and  the  presump- 
tion Mrith  which  you  intrude  yourself  into  the  quar- 
relfl  of  others;  and,  therefore,  this  is  laid  upon  you  as 
a  penance  by  those  who  wuih  you  well,  and  whose 
Iftand  will  influence  vour  destiny  for  good  or  for  eviL 
nnais  is  what  I  was  cnarsed  to  tell  you.  So  if  you  will 
fCEwe  a  fair  word  for  a  fair  sword,  and  pledge  your 
immise  with  hand  and  glove,  good  and  well ;  and  if 
not,  I  will  carry  back  Calibum  to  those  who  sent  it" 
"And  may  I  not  ask  who  these  are  7"  said  Roland 
Oneme,  admiring  at  the  same  time  the  beauty  of  the 
iwepon  thus  offered  him. 

^my  eommission  in  no  way  leads  me  to  answer 
mack  a  question,"  said  he  of  tne  purple  mantle. 

"  Bot  if  I  am  ofiended,"  saki  Roland*  "  may  I  not 
draw  to  defend  myself?" 

^Not^tt  weapon,"  answered  the  sword-bearer; 
**  but  you  have  your  own  at  command,  and,  besides, 
for  what  do  you  wear  your  poniard  1" 

**  For  no  flood,"  said  Adam  Woodcock,  who  had 
now  approatmed  close  to  them,  "  and  that  I  can  wit- 
sMsa  as  well  as  any  one." 

' Stand  back,  fellow,"  said  the  messenger;  "thou 

Bt  an  intrusive  curious  face,  that  will  come  by  a 

buffet  if  it  is  found  where  it  has  no  concern." 

"A  buffet,  mv  young  Master  Malapert?"  said 
Adam,  drawing  oack,  however;  "best  Keep  down 
fist,  or,  by  Our  Lady,  buffet  wUl  beget  buffet  r 

**Be  patient.  Adam  Woodcock,"  said  Roland 
GrTBeme  ;-r*'  and  let  me  pray  you,  fair  sir,  since  by  euch 
addition  you  choose  for  the  present  to  be  addressed, 
may  I  not  barely  unsheathe  this  weapon,  in  pure  sim- 
plictty  of  desire  to  know  whether  so  fair  a  hilt  and 
■cabbard  are  matched  with  a  befitting  blade  ?" 

"  By  no  manner  of  means,"  said  the  messenger ; 
"^at  a  wonL  you  must  take  it  under  the  promise  that 
voa  nevor  draw  it  until  you  receive  the  commands  of 
your  lawful  Sovereign,  or  you  must  leave  it  alone." 

^  Under  that  condition,  and  coming  from  your 
friendly  hand,  I  accept  of  the  sword,"  said  Roland, 
tdung  it  from  his  hand ;  "  but  credit  me,  that  if  we 
■re  (o  work  together  in  any  weighty  emprise,  as  I 
am  induced  to  believe,  some  confidence  and  openness 
on  your  part  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  right  im- 
pulse to  my  xeal— I  press  for  no  more  at  present,  it  is 
enough  that  you  understand  me." 

**l  understand  youl"  said  the  page,  ezhibitinff  the 
sppearanceof  unfeigned  surprise  in  his  turn,— "Re- 
nounce me  if  I  dol~faere  you  stand  jiggeting,  and 
■uggling,  and  looking  cunning,  as  if  there  were  some 
mignty  matter  of  intrigue  ana  co.nmon  understand- 
ing betwixt  you  and  me,  whom  you  never  set  your 
eyes  on  before  F' 

"  What !"  said  Roland  Gnsme,  "  will  you  deny  that 
we  have  met  before.?" 

"  Marry  that  I  will,  in  any  Christian  court,"  said 
the  other  page. 

'*And  will  you  also  deny,"  said  Roland,  "that it 
was  recommended  to  us  to  study  each  other's  fea- 
tores  well,  that  in  whatever  disguise  the  time  might 
impose  upon  ua,  each  should  recognise  in  the  other 
the  secret  agent  of  a  mighty  work  1  Do  not  you  re- 
member, that  SisterMagdalen  and  Dame  Bridget" — 
Tlie  messenger  here  interrupted  him,  shrugmng  up 
hia  shoulders  with  a  look  of  compassion,  "  Bndget 
and  Magdalen  1  why,  this  is  madnees  and  dreaming ! 
Hark  ye.  Master  Holly- top,  your  wits  are  gone  on 
wool-gatnering ;  comfort  yourself  with  a  caudle, 
tfaatcn  your  brain-sk^  noddle  with  a  woollen  night- 
eqp,  and  BO  God  be  with  you!"      .        ,. 

As  he  concluded  this  polite  parunx  address,  Adam 
Woodcock,  who  was  again  seated  oy  the  table  on 
which  stood  the  now  empty  can,  said  to  him,  "  Will 
yon  drink  a  cup,  young  man,  in  the  way  of  courtesy. 
now  you  have  done  your  errand,  and  listen  to  a  good 
tMig?"  and  without  waiting  for  an  answer,  he  com- 
OMttoed  his  ditty,— 

**  TlM  Po|M,  that  puan  (Ul  of  prids, 
lUUi  l>UiKted  in  fliUlonc" 

.1  ia  profattble  tluit  the  good  wine  had  made  some 


innoTatkm  m  the  falconer's  bram,  otherwiae  Le  woukl 
have  recollected  the  danger  of  introducing  any  thing 
like  political  or  polemical  pleasantry  into  a  pubhc 
assemblage,  at  a  time  when  men's  minds  were  in  a 
state  of  great  irritability.  To  do  him  justice  he  per- 
ceived his  error,  and  stopped  short  so  soon  as  he  saw 
that  the  word  Pope  had  at  once  interrupted  the  sepa- 
rate conversations  of  the  various  parties  which  were 
assembled  in  the  apartment ;  and  that  many  began  to 
draw  tliemselves  up,  bridle,  look  bijt  and  prepare  to 
take  part  in  the  impending  brawl ;  while  others,  more 
decent  and  cautious  persons,  hastily  paid  down  their 
lawing,  and  prepared  to  leave  the  place  ere  bad  should 
come  to  worse. 

And  to  worse  it  was  soon  likely  to  come ;  for  no 
sooner  did  Woodcock's  ditty  reach  the  ear  of  the 
stranger  page,  than,  uplifting  hie  riding-rod.  he  ex- 
claimed, "  He  who  speaks  irreverently  of  the  Holy 
Father  of  the  Church  in  m  v  presence,  is  the  cub  of  a 
heretic  wolf-bitch,  and  I  wiO  switch  hun  as  I  would  a 
mongrel  cur  T 

"And  I  wiU  break  thy  young  pate,"  said  Adam,  "  if 
thou  darest  to  lift  a  finger  to  me."  And  then,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  young  Drawcansir's  threats,  with  a  stout 
heart  and  dauntless  accent,  he  again  uplifted  the 
Btave, 

"  The  Pope,  that  pagan  AiIl  of  pride, 

Hath  blinded" 

But  Adam  was  able  to  proceed  no  farther,  being 
himself  unfortunately  blinded  by  a  stroke  of  the  im- 
patient youth's  switch  across  his  eyes.  Enraged  at 
once  by  the  smart  and  the  indignity,  the  falconer 
started  up,  and  darkling  as  he  was,~for  his  eyes  wa 
tered  too  fast  to  penmt  his  seeing  any  thing,— he 
would  soon  have  been  at  close  grips  with  his  insolent 
adversary,  had  not  Roland  Grsme,  contrary  to  his 
nature,  played  for  once  the  prudent  man  and  the  peace- 
maker, and  thrown  himself  betwixt  them,  imploring 
Woodcock's  patience.  "  You  know  not,"  he  said, 
"  with  whom  you  have  to  do.— And  thou,"  addressing 
the  messenger,  who  stood  scornfully  laughing  at 
Adam's  rage,  get  thee  gone,  whoever  thou  art ;  if 
thou  be'st  whatlguess  thee,  thou  well  knowest  tbera 
are  earnest  reasons  why  thou  shouldst." 

"Thou  hast  hit  it  right  for  once,  HoUy-top,"  said 
the  gallant  "though  I  guess  you  drew  your  bow  at  a 
venture.— Hera  host,  let  this  yeoman  have  apottle  ot 
wine  to  wash  the  smart  out  of  his  eyes— and  there  is 
a  French  crown  for  him."  So  sayin£^  he  threw  the 
piece  of  money  on  the  table,  and  left  the  apartment, 
with  a  quick  yet  steady  pace,  looking  firmly  at  right 
and  left,  as  if  to  defy  interruption :  and,  snappingTiia 
fingers  at  two  or  three  respectable  burghers,  who, 
declaring  it  was  a  shame  that  any  one  should  be  suf- 
fered to  rant  and  ruffle  in  defence  of  the  Pope,  were 
labouring  to  find  the  hilts  of  their  swords,  which  hsd 
got  for  the  present  unhappily  entangled  in  the  folds 
of  their  cloaks.  But,  as  the  adversary  was  gone  era 
any  of  them  had  reached  his  weapon,  they  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  unsheathe  colu  iron,  but  merely 
observed  to  each  other,  "This  is  more  than  masterful 
violence,  to  see  a  poor  man  stricken  in  the  face  just 
for  sin^ng  a  ballad  against  the  Whore  of  Babylon  I 
If  the  Pope's  champions  are  to  be  bangsters  in  our 
very  change-houses,  we  shall  soon  have  the  old 
shavelings  back  again." 

"  The  Provost  should  look  to  it,"  said  another,  "  and 
hflvc  ]5omc  five  or  sis  armed  witn  partisans,  to  come, 
in  ii[Hm  die  drai  whisite,  lo  uueh  these  gallants  their* 
le'^-itri.  Fur,  look  you.  tiui^hbom  Lugleather,  it  ia 
not  ioT  decent  lioii5LhokiL»rf  like  ourselves  to  be  brawl- 
iiiiK  With  tliti  guclk'^ii  grooms  iind  pert  paces  of  the, 
nob  I  If  A,  ihat  »re  htud  up  to  liilk  d^  save  oloodshed 
and  blaftphoniy." 

"  For  nil  tiiat,^  neikhbour,*'  snid  Lugleather,  "  I 
wotild  Kuvo  curried  Lhat  yuLingsti^r  as  proper! v  as 
ever  I  eurrieij  a  Umb'a  hide,  had  uot  the  hilt  of  my 
bilbo  bu£-n  far  the  fnai^nt  beyunLl  my  grasp;  and 
before  1  could  turn  my  fiirdJe,  gunc  was  my  master!" 

*'  Ay"  fluid  the  oLhurs^  "ihy  devil  i?o  with  him,  and 
pencv  a  hid  (J  ^viih  ua— I  give  my  rtui<s  neighbours,  thai 
we  pay  thi?|AwiDE,  orjd  be  flEeppini^  homeward,  lik* 
brjilur  and  bmth'jr;  fibroid  Humt  Giles's  is  tolling 
curftw,  and  tlic  sttvet  gj^wfcd^tfej/ous  at  night." 
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With  that  the  good  barghere  ndh 
and  prepared  for  their  departure,  while  he  that  aeemt  _ 
the  bnakeat  of  the  three,  laying  his  hand  on  hiff  An- 
drea Ferrara,  obaerved.  "^that  they  that  spoke  in 
praise  of  the  Pope  on  the  High-gate  of  Edinburgh, 
had  best  bring  the  sword  of  Saint  Peter  to  defend 
them." 

While  the  ill-humour  excited  by  the  insolence  of  the 
young  aristocrat  was  thus  evaporating  in  empty  me- 
nace, Roland  Orsme  had  to  control  the  far  more  seri- 
ous indignation  of  Adam  Woodcock.  "  Why,  man,  it 
was  but  a  switch  across  the  mazzard— blow  your 
nose,  dry  your  eyes,  and  you  will  see  all  the  better 
for.it." 

By  this  light,  which  I  cannot  see,"  said  Adam 
Woodcock,  "thou  hast  been  a  false  friend  to  me, 
young  man— neither  taking  up  my  rightful  quarrel, 
nor  letting  me  fight  it  out  myself." 

"Fy  for  shame,  Adam  Woodcock,"  rm)lied  the 
youth  determined  to  turn  the  tables  on  him,  and 
become  in  turn  the  counsellor  of  good  order  and 
'peaceable  demeanour— "I  say,  fy  for  shame  I  — 
Alas,  that  you  will  speak  thus !  Here  are  you  sent 
with  me,  to  prevent  my  innocent  youth  getting  into 
snares'* 

"I  wish  vour  innocent  youth  were  cut  short  with  a 
halter,  with  all  my  heart  r  said  Adam,  who  began  to 
lee  which  way  the  admonition  tended. 

—"And  instead  of  setting  before  me,"  continued 
Roland, "  an  example  of  patience  and  sohrieiy  becom- 
mg  the  falconer  of  Sir  Halbert  Olendinning,  you 
quaff  me  off  I  know  npt  how  many  flagons  of  ale, 
besides  a  gdlon  of  wine,  and  a  full  measure  of  strong 
waters !" 

"  It  was  but  one  small  pottle,"  said  poor  Adam, 
whom  consciousness  of  his  own  indiscretion  now 
reduced  to  a  merely  defensive  warfare. 

"It  was  enough  to  pottle  you  handsomely,  how- 
ever," said  thepage— " And  then,  instead  of  going  to 
bed  to  sleep  ofl^your  liquor,  must  you  sit  siniging  vour 
roistering  songs  about  popes  and  pagans,  tillyou  nave 
got  ysur  eyes  almost  switched  out  of  your  head ;  and 
but  for  my  interference,  whom  your  drunken  ingrati- 
tude  accuses  of  deserting  you,  jron  galliard  wouldtiave 
cut  your  throat  for  he  was  whipping  out  a  whinger  as 
broad  as  my  hand,  and  as  shaip  as  a  razor— And 
tlies^  are  lessons  for  an  inexperienced  youth!— Oh, 
Adam  I  out  upon  you !  out  upon  you !" 

*'  Marry,  amen,  and  with  all  my  heart,"  said  Adam ; 
"out  upon  my  folly  for  expecting  any  things  but  im- 
p^tinent  raillery  from  a  page  like  tho^  that  if  he  saw 
his  father  in  a  scrape,  would  laugh  at  him,  instead  of 
lending  him  aid!" 

"Nay,  but  I  will  lend  you  aid,"  said  the  page,  still 
laughing^  "  that  is,  I  will  lend  thee  aid  to  thy  chamber, 
good  Adam,  where  thou  shalt  sleep  off  wine  and  ale, 
ire  and  indignation,  and  awake  the  next  morning  with 
as  much  ttar  wit  as  nature  has  blessed  thee  withal. 
Only  one  thing  I  will  warn  thee,  good  Adam,  that 
henceforth  and  for  ever,  when  thou  railest  at  me  for 
being  somewhat  hot  at  nand,  and  rather  too  prompt 
•  to  out  with  poniard  or  so,  thy  admonition  shall  serve 
as  a  prologue  to  the  memorable  adventure  of  the 
Bwitcning  of  Saint  Michael's." 

With  such  condoling  expressions  he  got  the  crest- 
fallen falconer  to  his  bed,  and  then  retired  to  his  own 
pallet,  where  it  was  some  time  ere  he  could  fall 
usleep.  If  .the  messenger  whom  he  had  seen  were 
rrally  Catherine  Seyton,  what  a  mascdine  virago  and 
termagant  must  she  be !  and  stored  with  what  an 
inimitable  command  of  insolence  and  assurance!— 
The  brass  on  her  brow  would  furbish  the  front  of 
twenty  pages ;  "  and  I  should  know,"  thought  Roland, 
"  wlhat  that  amounts  to— And  yet,  her  features,  her 
look,  her  light  gait,  her  laushmg  eye,  the  art  with 
which  she  disposed  the  mantle  to  show  no  more  of 
her  limbs  than  needs  must  be  seen— I  am  glad  she  had 
at  least  that  grace  left— the  voice,  the  smile— it  must 
have  been  Catherine  Seyton,  or  the  devil  in  her  like- 
ness !  One  thing  is  good.  I  have  silenced  the  eternal 
predications  of  that  ass  Adam  Woodcock,  who  has  set 
i*p  for  being  a  preacher  and  a  governor  over  me,  so 
soon  as  he  nas  left  the  hawks'  mew  behind  bun." 

And  with  this  cbmfortable  reflectwn,  joined  to  the 


happy  indiAmoe  whiefa  yoMk  hadi  iat^enaSm^ 
the  morrow,  Roland  OrsnisliiU  fast  I  ' 


CHAPTER  XX. 

If ow  have  rou  reft  m*  from  mr  sUiir,  nf  ffvida. 
Wlio  tanrbt  mjr  jroath,  ■•  mm  tmoh  aBtaniid  ftio 
To  OM  mjr  itreoffth  dwerMUf-l  am  nft 


Ofeomradeaadof 


OM  J 


Iir  the  grav  of  the  next  morning's  dawn,  there  waa 
a  loud  knocking  at  the  gate  of  the  noatelry ;  and  tliose 
without,  proclaiming  that  they  came  in  the  nmme  of 
the  Recent,  were  instantlyadmitted.  A  moment  or 
two  afterwards,  Michael  Wmg-the-wind  vtood  by  tbe 
bedside  of  our  travellers. 

"Up!  upT'  he  said,  "there  is  no  slumber  whtn 
Murray  hath  work  ado." 

Both  sleepers  sprung  up,  and  began  to  drsas  ibtm- 
sdves. 

"You,  old  friend,"  said  Wing-tbo-wind  to  Adam 
Woodcock,  "must  to  horse  instantly,  with  this  packet 
to  the  Monks  ol  Kennaquhair  x  and  vrith  this,^'  deli- 
vering them  as  he  spoke,  "to  the  Knight  of  Av«n«L" 

"As  much  as  commanding  the  monks  to 


their  election,  I'll  warrant  me,  of  an  Abbot,"  quoth 
Adam  Woodcock,  as  he  put  the  packets  into  his  bog, 
"and  charging  my  master  to  see  it  done— To  faawr 
at  one  brother  with  another,  is  less  than  &ir  play, 
methinks." 

"Pash  not  tbv  beard  about  it,  old  boy,"  said  Mi- 
chael, "but  betake  thee  to  the  saddks presently;  fcir 


if  these  orders  are  not  obeyed,  there  will  be  bare  walla 
at  the  Kirk  of  St.  Mary's,  and  it  may  be  at  the  Castle 
of  Avenel  to  boot ;  for  I  heard  my  Lord  oi  Morton 
loud  with  the  Regent,  and  we  are  at  a  pass  that  W9 
cannot  stand  with  him  anent  trifles." 

"  But."  said  Adam,  "  touching  the  Abbot  of  Unrea- 
son—what  say  they  to  that  outbreak  7— An  tlwnr  be 
shrewidily  disposed,  I  were  better  pitch  the  packets 
to  Satan,  and  take  the  other  suie  of  the  Border  for 
my  bield." 

,  ^'O,  that  was  passed  over  as  a  jest,  since  there  was 
little  harm  done. — But,  hark  thee,  Adam,"  continued 
his  comrade  "if  there  were  a  dozen  vacant  abbacies 
in  your  road,  whether  of  jest  or  earnest,  reason  or 
unreason,  draw  thou  never  one  of  their  mitres  over 
thy  brows— The  time  is  nM  fitting,  man !— blades, 
our  Maiden  longs  to  cUp  the  neck  of  a  fat  church- 
man." 

"  She  shall  never  sheer  mine  in  that  capacity,"  said 
the  falconer,  while  he  knotted  the  kerchief  in  two  or 
three  double  folds  around  his  sunburnt  bull-neck,  call- 
ing out  at  the  same  time,  "  Master  Roland,  Master 
Roland,  make  haste!  we  must  back  to  perch  and 
mew,  and,  thank  heaven  more  than  our  own  wit, 
with  our  bones  whole,  and  without  a  ata^  in  tht 
stomach." 

"  Nay,  but,"  said  Wing-the-wind,  "  the  page  goea 
not  back  with  you,  the  R^^t  has  other  employment 
for  him." 

"Saints  and  sorrows!"  exclaimed  the  ficdconer- 
"  Master  Roland  Grsme  to  remain  hero,  and  I  to  re- 
turn to  Avenel  I— Why,  it  cannot  be— the  child  cannot 
manage  himself  in  this  wide  world  without  me,  and  I 
question  if  he  will  stoop  to  any  other  whistle  than 
mine  own ;  there  are  times  I  myself  can  hardly  bring 
him  to  my  lure." 

It  was  at  Roland's  tongue's  end  to  say  something 
concerning  the  occasion  they  had  for  using  mumally 
each  other's  prudence,  but  the  real  anxiety  whien 
Adam  evinced  at  parung  with  him,  took  away  his 
dispoation  to  such  ungracious  raillery.  The  fakoner 
did  not  altogether  escape,  however,  £Sr,  in  turning  his 
face  towards  the  lattice,  his  fHend  Bfichael  caosnt  a 
glimpse  of  it  and  exclaimed,  "  I  pritheeu  Adam  Wood- 
cock, what  hast  thou  been  doing  with  these  eyes  ol 
thine  1  They  are  swelled  to  the  starting  from  thi 
socket  P' 

**  Naught  in  the  world,''  sud  he,  after  casting  a  de> 
precating  ^ance  at  Roland  Ghvme,  "but  theeoectoi 
sleeping  m  this  d— d  truckle  without  a  pillow." 

"why,  Adam  Woodcock,  thou  must  be  srowa 
strangely  dmnty,*LiriiJiif  oki^pngi^WMii  "ihaf 
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known  thee  sleep  all  night  with  no  better  pillow  than 
a  bush  of  ling, .and  start  up  with  the  sun,  as  gleg  as 

•  falcon ;  and  now  thine  eyes  resemble" 

"  Tnsii,  man,  what  signifies  how  mine  eyes  look 
now?"  said  Adam— "let  us  but  roast  a  crab-apple, 
pour  a  pottle  of  ale  on  it,  and  bathe  our  throats  witnal, 
tbon  sfia't  se€  a  change  in  me." 

**And  thou  wilt  be  in  heart  to  sing  the  jolly  ballad 
abotit  the  Pope,"  said  his  comrade. 

*'  Ay,  that  I  will."  replied  the  falconer,  "  that  is, 
when  we  have  left  this  quiet  town  five  miles  behind  us, 
if  you  will  take  your  hobby  and  ride  so  far  on  my  way. 

**Nay,  that  I  may  not,''  said  Michael—"  1  can  out 
stop  to  partake  your  morning's  draught,  and  see  you 
fairly  to  horse— I  will  see  that  they  saddle  them,  and 
toast  the  crab  for  thee,  without  loss  of  time." 

During  his  absence  the  falconer  took  the  page  by 
the  hand—"  May  I  never  hood  hawk  again,"  said  the 
good-naturod  fellow,  "  if  I  am  not  as  sorry  to  part 
with  you  as  if  you  wer»  a  child  of  mine  own,  craving 
pardon  for  the  freedoi.^-1  cannot  tell  what  makes 
me  love  you  so  much,  unless  it  be  for  the  reason  that 
I  loved  the  vicious  devil  of  a  brown  galloway  nag, 
whom  my  master  the  Knight  called  Satan,  till  Mas- 
ter Warden  changed  his  name  to  Seyton  ;  for  he  said 
it  was  over  boldness  to  call  a  beast  after  the  King  of 

Darkness" 

**And,"  said  the  page,  "it  was  over  boldness  in 
him,  I  trow,  to  call  a  vicious  brute  after  a  noble 
family." 

"Well,"  proceeded  Adam,  "Seyton  or  Satan,  I 
lovod  that  nag  over  every  other  horse  in  the  stabls— 
There  was  no  sleeping  on  his  back— he  was  for  ever 
fidgeting,  bolting,  reanng.  biting,  kicking,  and  giving 
you  work  to  do,  and  may  be  the  measure  of  your  back 
on  the  heather  to  the  boot  of  it  all.  And  i  thmk  I  love 
you  better  than  any  lad  in  the  castle,  for  the  self-same 
qualities." 

"Thanks,  thanks,  kind  Adam.  I  regard  myself 
bound  to  you  for  the  good  estimation  in  which  you 
hold  me.'' 

"Nay,  interrupt  me  not,"  said  the  falconer— "  Satan 
was  a  good  nag— But,  I  say,  I  think  I  shall  call  the 
two  eyasses  after  you,  the  one  Roland,  and  the  other 
Qrmme',  and^  whde  Adam  Woodcock  lives,  be  sure 
you  have  a  fnend— Here  is  to  thee,  my  dear  son." 

Roland  most  heartily  returned  the  grasp  of  the 
hand,  and  Woodcock,  having  taken  a  deep  draught, 
continued  his  farewell  speech. 

"  There  are  three  things  I  warn  you  against,  Ro- 
land, now  that  you  are  to  tread  this  weary  world  with- 
out my  experience  to  assist  you.  In  the  first  place, 
never  draw  dagger  on  slight  occasion— every  man's 
doublet  is  not  so  well  stuffed  as  a  certain  abbot's  that 
you  wot  of.  Secondly,  tiy  not  at  every  pretty  girl, 
like  a  merlin  at  a  thrush— you  will  not  always  wm  a 
gold  chain  for  your  labour— and,  by  the  way,  here  I  re- 
turn to  you  your  fanfarona— keep  it  close,  it  is  weighty, 
and  may  benefit  you  at  a  pinch  more  ways  than  one. 
Thirdly,  and  to  conclude,  as  our  worthy  preacher  says, 
beware  of  the  pottle-pot— it  has  drencned  tlie  judg- 
ment of  wiser  men  than  you.  I  could  bring  some  in- 
stances of  it,  but  I  dare  say  it  needeth  not ;  for  if  you 
should  forget  your  own  mishaps,  you  will  scarce  fail 
to  remember  mine— And  so  farewell,  my  dear  son." 

Roland  returned  his  good  wishes,  and  failed  not  to 
send  his  humble  duty  to  his  kind  Lady,  charging  the 
fialconer.  at  the  same  time,  to  express  his  regret  that 
he  should  have  offended  her,  and  his  determination 
BO  to  bear  him  in  the  world  that  she  would  not  be 
ashamed  of  the  generous  protection  she  had  afforded 
him. 

The  falconer  embraced  his  young  friend,  mounted 
his  stout,  round-made  trotting  nag,  which  the  serving- 
man,  who  had  attended  him,  held  ready  at  the  door, 
and  took  the  road  to  the  southward.  A  sullen  and 
Heavy  sound  echoed  from  the  horse's  feet,  as  if  indi- 
cating the  sorrow  of  the  good-natured  rider.  Every 
hoof-tmad  seemed  to  tap  upon  Roland's  heart  as  he 
heard  his  comrade  withdraw  with  so  little  of  his  usual 
alert  activity,  and  felt  that  he  was  once  mora  alone  in 
ihe  world. 

He  was  roused  from  his  reverie  by  Michael  Wing- 
thd-wind,  who  reminded  him  that  it  was  necessary 


they  should  instantly  return  to  the  palace,  as  my 
Lord  Regent  went  to  the  Sessions  early  in  the  morn* 
ing.  They  went  thither  accordingly,  and  Wing-the- 
wind,  a  favourite  old  domestic,  who  was  admitted 
nearer  to  the  Regent's  person  and  privacy,  than  many 
whose  posts  were  more  ostensible,  soon  introduced 
Grseme  into  a  small  matted  chamber,  whore  he  had 
an  audience  of  the  present  head  of  the  troubled  State 
of  Scotland.  The  Earl  of  Murray  was  clad  in  a  sod- 
coloured  morning-gown,  with  a  cap  and  slippers  of 
the  same  cloth,  but,^  even  in  this  easy  d6shabiJl^  held 
his  sheathed  rapier  in  his  hand,  a  precaution  which  he 
adopted  when  receiving  strangers,  ratherin  comphance 
with  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  his  friends  and 

E artisans,  than  from  any  personal  apprehcnaionJ  of 
is  own.  He  answered  with  a  silent  nod  the  respect; 
ful  obeisance  of  the  page,  and  took  one  or  two  turns 
through  the  small  apartment  in  silence,  fixing  his 
keen  eye  on  Roladd,  as  if  he  wished  to  penetrate  into 
his  very  soul.    At  leng(th  he  broke  silence. 

"  Your  name  is,  I  thuik,  Julian  Graeme?" 

"Roland  Grtcmc,  my  lord,  not  Julian,"  replied  the 
page. 

*^ Right— I  was  misled  by  some  trick  of  my  memory 
—Roland  Graeme,  from  the  Debateable  Land.— Ro- 
land;  thou  knowust  the  duties  which  belong  to  a  lady's 
service  ?" 

"  I  should  know  them,  my  lord,"  replied  RoUnd. 
"  having  been  bred  so  near  the  person  of  my  Lady  of 
Avenel  j  but  I  trust  never  more  to  practise  them,  as 
the  Knight  hath  promised" 

"Be  silent,  young  man,"  said  the  Regent;  "I  am 
to  speak,  and  you  to  hear  and  obey.  It  is  necessary 
that,  fur  some  space  at  least,  you  shall  again  enter 
into  the  service  of  a  lady,  who,  in  rank,  hatn  oo  equal 
in  Scotland;  and  this  service  accomplished,  I  give 
tlioe  my  word  as  Knight  and  Prince,  that  it  shall  open 
to  you  a  course, of  ambition,  such  as  may  well  graiiify 
the  aspiring  wishes  of  one  whom  circumstances  en- 
title to  entertain  much  higher  views  than  thou.  }  will 
take  thee  into  my  household  and  near  to  my  person, 
on  at  your  own  choice,  I  will  give  you  the  command 
of  a  foot-company— either  is  a  preferment  which  the 
proudest  laird  m  the  land  might  be  glad  to  ensure  for 
a  second  son." 

"May  I  presume  to  ask,  my  lord,"  said  Roland, 
obser\'ing  the  Eurl  paused  lor  a  reply,. "  to  whom  ray 
poor  services  are  in  the  first  place  destined  7" 

"  Y'ou  will  be  told  hereafter,",  said  the  Regent ;  and 
then,  as  if  overcomiri^  some  internal  reluctance  to 
speak  further  himself,  he  added,  "  or  why  should  1 
not  myself  tell  you,  that  you  arc  about  to  enter  into 
the  service  of  a  most  iliuc'irious— most  unhappy  lady 
—into  the  service  of  Mary  of  Scotland." 

"  Of  the  Queen,  my  lord !"  said  the  page,  unable  to 
repress  his  surprise. 

".  Of  her  who  was  the  Q,ueen  !''  said  Murray,  with 
a  singular  mixture  of  displeasure  and  embarrassment 
in  bis  tone  of  voice.  "You  must  be  aware,  young 
man,  that  her  son  reigns  in  her  stead." 

He  sighed  from  an  emotion,  partly  natural  perhapi^ 
and  partly  assumed. 

"And  am  I  to  attend  upon  her  Grace  in  her  place 
of  imprisonment,  my  lord  ?"  again  demanded  the 
page,  with  a  straightforward  and  hardy  simplicinr. 
which  somewhat  disconcerted  the  sage  and  powerful 
statesman. 

"She  is  not  imprisoned,"  answered  Murray,  an- 
grily: "God  forbid  she  sliould— she  is  only  seques- 
trated from  state  afiiiira,  and  from  the  business  of  the 
public,  until  the  world  be  so  effectually  settled,  that 
she  may  enjoy  her  natural  and  uncontrolled  freolom, 
without  her  royal  disposition  being  exposed  to  the 
practices  of  wicked  and  designing  men.    It  is  for  this 


purpose,"  he  added,  "  that  while  she  is  to  be  furnished, 
as  right  is,  with  such  attendance  as  may  befit  her 
present  secluded  state,  it  becomes  necessary  that 
those  placed  around  her,  are  persons  on  whoso  pru 
dence  I  can  have  reliance. ,  You  see,  therefore,  you 
are  at  once  called  on  to  discharge  an  office  most 
honourable  in  itself,  and  so  to  discharge  it  that  yon 
may  make  a  friend  of  the  Regent  of  Scotland.  Thou 
art.  I  have  been  told,  a  singularly  apprehensive  youth ; 
aodl  pooMve  by  thy  look,  that  thou  dost  already  iia(» 
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derstand  wbat  I  would  ssy  on  thin  matfer.  In  this 
schedule  your  particular  points  of  duty  are  set  down 
at  length— but  the  sum  required  of  you  is  fidelity— I 
mean  fidelity  to  myself  and  to  the  state..  You  are, 
therefore,  to  watch  every  attempt  which  is  made^  or 
inclination  displayed,  to  07"*^  nrw  rommnnicntton 
with  any  of, the  lords  v.  In.  j  ii:.v--  r.r,'..r;ir  hnsc.l^v-  in 
the  west— with  Hamiltoti,  >::[t'\\  v,jili  r'JMiiljru.  or 
the  like.  It  is  true  that  mv  Ljmr  i,jijs  nuiitT,  ftEki  iing 
upon  the  ill  chances  thai  Imi^<  hnppfd  to  thi^  irtsti-  of 
tuis  poor  kingdom,  fronk  1  ^l  t  EiEinsellors  who  have 
abused  her  royal  nature  n  tirrs^f  pujiT,  htiJh  dt^tem>ined 
to  sequestrate  herself  fhim  BtaieortLiira  in  future,  lint 
it  is  our  duty,  as  acting  U'u  nn'i  m  the  odim?  of  ^jur 
infant  nephew,  to  guara  ntjainet  the  hviIb  which  otay 
arise  from  any  mutation  or  vndlldtioti  in  berroynl  re- 
solutions. Wherefore,  it  will  hfy  ihy  dn\y  to  iftatah, 
and  report  to  our  lady  mitherj  who&e  fnitfit  oat  softer 
is  for  the  present,  whatever  may  mfer  a  diFpositiun  to 
withdraw  her  oerson  fium  the  plnce  of  *peuriiy  in 
which  she  is  lodged,  or  to  open  communicatkjn  ^^ith 
those  without.  If;  howf  vtt,  yonr  obficfvation  thmdd 
detect  anything  q[  weij^bt,  and  which  rraay  exr-ed 
mere  suspicion,  fail  not  to  ?crni  no! ice  by  an  cki)^^  iai 
messenger  to  ma  dhtictly,  nad  thb  rinpf'>^hnll  ln^  iby 
warrant  to  order  horse  Tmd  man  on  mjch  fser\ior  — 
And  now  begone.  If  tl^Tf  bi:  hsilf  the  wit  in  ihy 
head  that  there  is  apprehim^ion  in  \hy  look,  ihou  h)\\y 
comprehendest  all  that  1  wouhj  siiv— St^rvo  ipr  frmh- 
fiiUy,  and  sure  as  I  am  bckod  eerl,  th^'rcwarid  flhall  b^ 
great." 

Roland  Graeme  made  an  obeisance,  and  was  about 
to  depart. 

The  Karl  signed  to  him  to  remain.  "I  have  trust- 
ed thee  deeply/*  he  said,  "  young  man,  for  thou  art  the 
only  one  or  her  suite  who  has  been  sent  to  her  by  my 
own  recommendation.  Her  gentlewomen  are  of  her 
own  nomination—it  were  too  hard  to  have  barred  her 
that  privilege,  though  some  there  were  who  reckoned 
it  inconsistent  with  sure  policy.  Thou  art  young  and 
handsome.  Mingle  in  their  follies,  and  seo  they  cover 
not  deeper  designs  under  the  appearance  of  female 
levity— if  they  do  mine,  do  thou  countermine.  For 
the  rest,  bear  all  decorum  and  respect  to  the  person  of 
thy  mistress— she  is  a  princess,  though  a  most  un- 
happy one,  and  hath  been  a  queen,  thotigh  now,  alasl 
no  longer  such.  Pay^  therefore,  to  her  all  honour  and 
reapect,  consistent  with  thy  fidelity  to  the  Kins  and 
me— and  now,  farewell.— Yet  stay— you  travel  with 
Lord  Lindesay,  a  man  of  the  old  world,  rough  and 
honest,  though  untaught ;  see  that  thou  offend  him 
not,  for  he  is  not  patient  of  raillery,  and  thou,  I  have 
oeard,  art  a  crack-halter."  This  he  said  with  a  smile, 
then  added,  "  I  could  have  wished  the  Lord  Linde- 
say's  mission  had  been  intrusted  to  some  other  and 
more  gentle  noble." 

"And  wherefore  should  you  wish  that,  my  lord?" 
said  Morton,  who  even  then  entered  the  apartment : 
•*  the  Council  have  decided  for  the  best- we  have  had 
but  too  many  proofs  of  this  lady's  stubbornness  of 
mind,  and  the  oak  that  resists  tne  sharp  steel  axe, 
must  be  riven  with  the  rugged  iron  wedge.— And  this 
is  to  be  her  page  7— My  Lord  Regent  hath  doubtless 
instructed  you,  young  man,  how  you  shall  guide  your- 
self in  these  matters ;  I  will  add  but  a  little  hint  on 
my  part  You  are  going  to  the  castle  of  a  Douglas, 
where  treachery  never  thrives— the  first  moment  of 
suspicion  will  be  the  last  of  your  life.  My  kinsman, 
WiUiam  Douglas,  understands  no  raillery,  and  if  he 
once  have  cause  to  think  you  false,  you  will  waver  in 
the  wind  from  the  castle  oattlements  ere  the  sun  set 
upon  his  anger.— And  is  the  lady  to  have  an  almoner 
withal?" 

"Occasionally,  Douglas"  said  the  Regent;  **it 
*vere  hard  to  deny  the  spbitual  consolation  which  she 
thinks  essential  to  her  salvation." 

"  You  are  ever  too  soft-hearted,  my  lord— What !  a 
false  priest  to  communicate  her  lamentations,  not  only 
to  our  unfriends  in  Scotland,  but  to  the  Ghiises,  to 
Rome,  to  Spain,  and  I  know  not  where !" 

"Fear  not,'  said  the  Regent,  "we  will  take  nioh 
order  that  no  treachery  shall  happen." 
"Look  to  it  then,"  said  Morton;  "yon  know  my 
nd  respectiag  the  wench  vou  havis  fonaented  riid 


have  been  purveyed  of  a  page  as  much  to  het  porpoao 
as  her  waiting-camsel  I  near  a  rumour  that  an  old 
mad  Romish  pilgrimer,  who  passes  for  at  least  half 
a  samt  among  them,  was  employed  to  find  a  fit  suIh 
ject." 

"  We  have  escaped  that  danger  at  least"  said  Minw 
ray,  "  and  converted  it  into  a  point  of  advantage^  bf 
sending  this  boy  of  GKendinning^a— and  for  her  waiti- 
ing-damsel,  you  cannot  grudge  ner  one  poor  maidea 
instead  of  her  four  nobis  Marys,  and  all  their  ailkea 
train  V 

"  I  oare  not  so  much  for  the  wsiting-maiden,*'  said 
Morton,  "but  I  eannot  brook  the  almoner— I  think 
priests  of  all  persuasions  are  much  like  each  other. 
Here  is  John  Knox,  who  made  such  a  noble  pullcfw 
down,  is  ambitious  of  beeommg  a  setter-up,  and  a 
founder  of  schools  and  colleges  out  of  the  Abb^  lsnd% 
and  bishops'  rents,  and  other  spoils  of  Rome,  which 
the  nobihty  of  Scotland  have  won  with  their  sword 
and  bow,  and  with  which  he  would  now  endow  new 
hives  to  sing  the  old  drone." 

"John  is  a  man  of  Ood^"  said  the  Regent,  "and 
his  scheme  is  a  devout  imsmnation." 

The  sedate  smile  with  which  this  was  spodten,  left 


Orieme,  as  if  he  thought  he  had  been  long  enonah  a 
witness  of  this  conversation,  he  bade  him  get  Kim 
presently  to  horse,  since  my  Loid  of  Lindesay  waa 
aheady  mounted.  The  page  made  his  reverence^  and 
left  the  apartment 

Guided  by  Michael  Wing-tha-wind,  he  found  his 
horse  ready  saddled  and  prepared  for  the  journey  uf 
front  of  the  palace  porch,  where  hovered  about  a  aoors 
of  men-at-arms,  whose  leader  showed  no  small  aymp* 
toms  of  surly  impatience. 

"  Is  this  the  jackanape  page  for  whom  we  hava 
waited  thus  long?"  said  ne  to  Wing-the  wind.— "And 
my  Lord  Ruthven  will  seach  the  castle  long  befo» 
us  I" 

Michael  assented,  and  added  that  the  boy  had  been 
detained  by  the  Regent  to  receive  some  parting  in- 
structions. The  leader  made  an  inarticulate  sound  ia 
his  throat,  expressive  of  sullen  aoquieaceno^and  call- 
ing to  one  of  his  domestic  attendants,  "Edward," 
said  he,  "  take  the  gallant  into  your  charge^  and  let 
him  speak  with  no  one  else." 

He  then  addressed,  by  the  title  of  Sir  Robert,  an 
elderly  and  respectable-looking  gentleman,  the  only 
one  01  the  party  who  seemed  above  the  rank  of  a  ra- 
tafnrr  or  cfomfj^tic,  and,  observed  that  they  irrtist  gsl 
to  harati  wiLli  liil  i^ElLW. 

DurJim  this  liiscourse,  and  while  tliey  wen  ridinc 
slowly  Diong  the  fiUvei  of  the  suburb,  Roland  had 
tirij^  to  ejfftniine  rriope  acciiratttv  the  looks  and  Sguiia 
of  the  Baron,  who  waa  at  their  Kend. 

LrjTtl  Lindesay  of  die  Byres  ^as  mlbfr  touched 
thim  stricken  wlih  years.  His  upright  eiHturc  and 
8triin;;liml>ti  stiJl  showc^d  him  fully  (iiiml  toidl  the^jier- 
tiona  nnd  fnii^esof  war  His  thick  eyebrowii,  now 
partiull);  umzl^,  lowered  over  lsrgijev«s  full  of  dark 
firt\  whieh  i^et^med  yt-t  darker  from  lie  uneummon 
depth  nt  which  rh^y  wera  Sfel  in  hie  head*  His  fiea- 
tu^e.'^  nauiraEly  arrong  and  harsh,  had  their  ste?nntBa 
exai^i^trDrcd  by  one  or  iwo  icnra  received  in  battle. 
These  fearun^s,  natwraUy  calculated  10  ejtprcss  the 
harsiicr  pn^atonsk  were  ahaded  by  an  opfn  sletl  ^ap^ 
with  a  prnjeeurg  front,  but  ha  win  a  no  vhoj,  over  tho 

STgct  of  which  fell  the  black  and  gris^^tk-d  beard  o* 
0  ^riin  old  Bnron,  and  totiiUy  hid  the  lower  pan  ot 
his  I  nee.  The  njet  of  bte  dreiss  was  a  loo«^  buff-eoatj 
whieh  had  once  hc<?n  lined  with  eilk  and  adorned  wuk 
cm  broidery,  but  which  eptmwi  much  ftaiiied  with 
titivei,  am  dnmaKifii  with  cttt^  n?ccivi'd  probjibly  in 
bstlie.  h  covered  a  caratel^  which  had  once  iiemi  o| 
pqliahed  fitwL  fairly  giWed.  bui  was  now  some  what 
mjiired  with  rust.  A  sword  nf  antique  mak^  and  un- 
common aize^  frariiptl  jo  Im  wielded  with  both  hands, 
a  kind  iff  weapon  which  waa  th«i>  hesltijimg  10  go 
out  of  use,  hung  frotis  lia  noek  ik  a-^^rk^  ajid  waa 
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so  difirK>9ed  as  to  traverse  his  whole  person,  the  huge 
hilt  appearing  over  his  left  shoulder,  and  the  point 
reaching  wi^ll  nigh  to  the  right  heel,  and  jarring 
against  his  spur  as  ne  walked.  This  unwieldy  weapon 
could  only  be  unsheathed  by  pulling  the  handle  over 
the  left  shoulder— for  no  human  arm  was  long  enough 
to  draw  it  in  the  usual  manner.  The  whole  equip- 
ment was  that  of  a  rude  warrior,  negligent  of  his  ex- 
terior even  to  misanthropical  suUenness;  and  the 
short,  harsh,  haughty  tone,  which  he  used  towards 
his  attendants,  belonged  to  the  same  unpolished 
character. 

The  personage  who  rode  with  Lord  Lindesay.  at  the 
head  of  the  party,  was  an  absolute  contrast  to  nim,  m 
manner,  form,  and  features.  His  thin  and  silky  hair 
was  already  white,  thouf^h  beseemed  not  above  forty- 
five  or  fifty  years  old.  His  tone  of  voice  was  soft  and 
msinua ling— his  form  thin,  spare,  and  bent  by  an 
habitual  stoop— his  pale  cheelc  was  expressive  of 
shrewdness  and  intelligence— his  eye  was  quick 
though  placid,  and  his  whole  demeanour  mild  and 
conciliatory.  He  rode  an  ambling  nag,  such  as  were 
used  by  ladies,  clergymen,  or  others  of  peaceful  pro- 
fessions-^wore  a  riding  habit  of  black  velvet,  with  a 
cap  and  feather  of  the  same  huo,  fastened  up  by  a 
golden  medal— and  for  shaw,  and  as  a  mark  of  rank 
rather  than  for  use,  carried  a  walking  sword,  (as  the 
short  light  rapiers  were,  called,)  without  any  other 
arms,  onensive  or  defensive. 

The  party  had  now  quitted  the  town,  and  proceeded, 
at  a  steady  trot,  towards  the  west.— As  tney  prose- 
cuted their  journey,  Roland  Grteme  would  gladly  have 
learned  something  of  its  purpose  and  tendency,  but 
the  countenance  of  the  personage  next  to  whom  he 
had  been  placed  in  the  train,  discouraged  all  approach 
to  familiarity.  The  Buron  himself  did  not  look  more 
grim  and  inaccessible  than  his  feudal  retainer,  whose 
grisly  beard  fell  over  his  mouth  like  the  portcullis  be- 
fore the  gate  of  a  castle,  as  if  for  the  pui];M)se  of  pre- 
venting the  escape  of  any  word,  of  which  absolute 
necessity  did  not  demand  fhr  utterance.  The  rest  of 
the  train  seemed  under  the  same  taciturn  influence, 
and  journeyed  on  without  a  word  being  exchanged 
amongst  them- more  like  a  troop  of  Carthusian  fnars 
than  a  party  of  military  retainers.  Roland  Oreeme  was 
snrprised  at  this  extremitv  of  discipline:  for  even  in 
the  household  of  the  Knignt  of  AvencI,  though  some- 
what distinguished  for  the  accuracy  with  which  de- 
corum was  enforced,  a  Journey  was  a  period  of  license, 
during  which  jest  and  song,  and  every  thing  within 
the  limits  of  becoming  mirth  and  pastime,  was  freely 
permitted.  This  unusual  silence  was^  however,  so  far 
acceptable,  that  it  gave  him  time  to  bring  any  shadow 
of  judgment  which  ne  possessed  to  council  on  his  own 
■tuation  and  prospects,  which  would  hove  appeared 
to  any  reasonable  person  in  the  highest  degree  dan- 
gerous and  perplexing. 

It  was  quite  evident  that  he  had,  through  various 
circumstances  not  under  his  own  control,  formed 
contradictory  connexions  with  both  the  contending 
factions,  by  whose  strife  the  kingdom  was  distracted, 
without  being  properly  an  adherent  of  either.  It 
seemed  also  clear,  that  the  same  situation  in  the  house- 
hold of  the  deposed  Q,ueen,  to  which  he  was  now 
promoted  by  the  influence  of  the  Regent,  had  been 
destined  to  him  by  his  enthusiastic  grandmother, 
Magdalen  Oneme;  for  on  this  subject,  the  words 
which  Morton  had  dropped  had  been  a  ray  of  light ; 
yet  it  was  no  less  clear  that  these  two  persons,  the 
one  the  declared  enemy,  the  other  the  enthusiastic 
votary,  of  the  Catholic  religion,— the  one  at  the  head 
of  the  King's  new  government,  the  other,  who  re- 
gartdod  that  government  as  a  criminal  usurpatk>n,— 
must  have  required  and  expected  very  different  ser- 
vices from  the  individual  whom  they  had  thus  united 
in  recommending.  It  required  very  little  reflection  to 
loresee  that  these  contradictory  claims  on  his  service 
might  speedily  place  him  in  a  situation  where  his 
honour  as  weO  as  his  life  might  be  endangered.  But 
U  was  not  in  Roland  Grseine*s  nature  to  anticipate 
evil  before  it  came,  or  to  prepare  to  combat  difficulties 
before  they  arrived.  "I  will  see  this  beautiful  and  , 
unfortunate  Mary  Stewart,"  he  said,  "of  whom  we 
kttre  beud  to  much,  and  then  there  will  be  time 


enough  to  determine  whether  I  will  be  kingsman  or 
qiieensman.  None  of  them  can  say  I  have  given 
wora  or  promise  to  either  of  their  factions  ;  for  they 
have  led  me  up  and  down  like  a  blind  Billy,  without 

Sving  me  any  light  into  what  I  was  to  do.  But  it  was 
cky  that  grim  Douglas  came  into  the  Regent's 
closet  ihis  morning^  otherwise  I  had  never  got  free  of 
him  without  plighting  my  troth  to  do  all  the  Earl 
would  have  me,  which  seemed,  after  all,  but  foul  play 
to  the  poor  imprisoned  lady,  to  place  her  page  as  an 
espial  on  her." 

Skipping  thus  lightly  over  a  matter  of  such  conse- 
quence, the  thoughts  of  the  hairbrain^d  boy  went  e 
wool-gathering  after  more  agreeable  topics.  Now  he 
admired  the  Grothic  towere  of  Bambougle,  rising  from 
the  sea-beaten  rock,  and  overlooking  one  of  the  most 
glorious  landscapes  in  Scotland— and  now  he  began 
to  consider  what  notable  sport  for  the  hounds  and  the 
hawks  must  be  afibrded  by  the  variegated  ground 
over  which  they  travelled— and  now  he  compared  the  • 
steady  and  dull  trot  at  which  they  were  then  prose- 
cuting their  journey,  with  the  delight  of  sweeping  over 
hill  and  dale  in  pursuit  of  his  favourite  sports.  Ab, 
under  the  influence  of  these  ipyoiis  recollections,  he 
gave  his  horse  the  snur,  and  made  him  execute  e 
gambade,  he  instantly  incurred  the  censure  of  hit 
grave  neighfiour,  who  hinted  to  him  to  keep  the  pacc^ 
and  move  quietly  and  in  order,  unless  he  wished  such 
notice  to  be  token  of  his  eccentric  movements  as  wai 
likely  to  he  very  displeasing  to  him. 

The  rebuke  and  the  restraint  under  which  the  youth 
now  found  himself,  brought  hack  to  his  recollection 
bis  late  good-humoured  and  accommodating  asso- 
ciate and  guide,  Adam  Woodcock :  and  from  that  topio 
his  imagination  made  a  short  flight  to  Avenei  Castle, 
to  the  quiet  and  unconfined  hfe  of  its  inhabitants,  the 

niness  of  his  early  protectress,  not  forgetting  the 
^zens  of  its  stables,  kennels,  and  hawk-mews.  In 
a  brief  space,  all  these  subjects  of  meditatbn  gave  wav 
to  the  remembrance  of  that  riddle  of  womankind, 
Catherine  Scyton,  who  appeared  before  the  eye  of  his 
mind— now  in  her  female  form— now  in  her  male 
attire— now  in  both  at  once— like  some  strange  dream,  S 
which  presents  to  us  the  same  individual  under  twe  ^ 
different  charactera  at  the  same  instant.  Her  mys- 
terious present  also  recurred  to  his  recollection— the 
sword  which  he  now  wore  at  his  side,  and  which  he 
was  not  to  draw,  save  by  command  of  his  legitimate 
Sovereign  !  But  the  key  of  this  mystery  he  judged 
he  was  likely  to  find  in  the  issue  of  his  present  journey. 

With  such  thoughts  passing  through  his  mind, 
Roland  Graeme  accompanied  the  party  of  Lord  Linde- 
say to  the  ^ueen*8-Fernr,  which  they  passed  in  ves- 
sels that  lay  m  readiness  for  them.  They  encountered 
no  adventure  whatever  jn  their  passage,  excepting 
one  horse  being  lamed  in  getting  into  the  boat,  an 
incident  very  common  on  such  occasions,  until  a  few 
yeare  ago,  when  the  Ferry  was  completely  regulated. 
What  was  more  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  olden 
Sjge,  was  the  discharge  of  a  culverin  at  the  party  fipom 
the  battlements  of  the  old  castle  of  Rosytne,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Ferry,  the  lord  of  which  happened  to 
have  some  public  or  private  quarrel  with  the  Lord 
Lindesay,  and  took  this  mode  of  expressing  his  re- 
sentment. The  insult,  however,  as  it  was  harmlese, 
remained  urmoticed  and  unrevenoed.  nor  did  anjr 
thing  else  occur  worth  notice  until  the  band  had  come 
where  Lochlcven  spread  its  magnificent  sheet  oC 
watere  to  the  beams  of  a  bright  summer  sun. 

The  ancient  castle,  which  occupies  an  island  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  lake,  recalled  to  the  page  that  (mT 
Avenei,  in  which  he  had  been  nurtured.  But  the  lake 
was  much  larger,  and  adorned  with  several  islets  be- 
sides that  on  which  the  fortress  was  sitoated;  and 
instead  of  being  embosomed  in  hills  like  that  of  Ave- 
nei, had  upon  the  southern  side  only  a  splendid  moon- 
tainous  screen,  being  the  descent  of  one  of  the  Lo- 
mond hills,  and  on  the  other  was  surrounded  by  the 
extensive  and  fertile  plain  of  Kinross.  Roland  Graeme 
looked  with  some  degree  of  dismay  on  the  water-gir^ 
died  fortress,  which  then,  as  now,  consisted  oalx  <^t 
one  larRe  Don)Olcv-V£e^^  wircwscAw^^x'^^  waeev.-^^^ 
i  wiiYi  two  loxiad  ^TiKW«r^»'««%  ^\^^^^^  ^^ 
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inferior  importance.  A  few  oW  treca,  clustered  to- 
gether, near  the  rnstle,  sn  ve  some  relief  to  the  air  of  de- 
solate secluaion ;  but  yet  thepa^e.  while  he  ptaed  upon 
a  building  ao  ecqucatrated,  could  not  but  feel  for  the 
situation  of  a  captive  Princess  doomed  to  dwell  there, 
as  well  as  for  his  own.  **  I  must  have  been  bom,"  he 
thought,  "under  the  star  that  presides  over  ladies  and 
lakes  of  water,  for  I  cannot  by  any  means  escape 
from  the  scr\'ice  of  the  one,  or  from  dwelling  in  tbe 
other.  But  if  they  allow  me  not  the  fair  freedom  of 
my  sport  and  exercise,  they  shall  find  it  as  hard  to 
confine  a  wild-drake,  as  a  youth  who  can  swim  like 
one." 

The  band  had  now  reached  the  edge  of  the  water, 
and  one  of  the  party  advancing  displayed  Lord  Linde- 
say's  pennon,  wavmg  it  repeatedly  to  and  fro,  while 
that  Baron  himself  blew  a  clamorous  blast  on  his 
bugle.  A  banner  was  presently  displayed  from  the 
roof  of  the  castle  in  reply  to  these  signals,  and  one  or 
two  fibres  were  seen  busied  as  if  unmooring  a  boat 
'  which  lay  close  to  the  islet 

"  It  will  be  some  time  ere  the)'  can  reach  us  with 
tlieboat  "  said  the  companion  olthe  Lord  Lindesay : 
" should  wo  not  do  well  to  proceed  to  the  tonn,  ana 
array  ourselves  in  some  better  order,  ere  we  appear 

before" 

"You  may  do  as  jou  list,  Sir  Robert,"  replied 
Lindesay,  "I  have  neither  time  nor  temper  to  waste 
OR  such  vanities.  She  has  cost  me  many  a  hard  ride, 
and  must  not  now  take  offence  at  the  thread-bare 
clonk  and  soiled  doublet  that  I  am  arrayed  in.  It  is 
the  livery  to  which  she  has  brought  all  Scotland." 

"Do  not  speak  so  harfihly,"  said  Sir  Robert;  "if 
she  hath  done  wrong,  she  hath  dearly  abycd  in  and 
in  losing  all  real  power,  one  would  not  deprive  her 
of  the  little  external  homage  due  at  once  to  a  lady 
and  a  princess." 

"  I  say  to  you  once  more,  Sir  Robert  Melville,"  re- 
plied Lmdesay,  "do  as  you  will— for  me,  I  am  now 
too  old  to  dink  myself  as  a  gallant  to  grace  tbe  bower 
of  dames."    ' 

"The  bower  of  dames,  my  lord!"  said  Melville, 
looking  at  the  rude  old  tower— "is  it  yon  dark  and 
grated  castle,  the  prison  of  a  captive  Queen,  to  which 
you  give  so  gay  a  name  ?" 

"Name  it  as  you  list,"  replied  Lindesay ;  "had  the 
Regent  desired  to  send  an  envoy  capable  to  speak  to 
a  captive  Queen,  there  arc  many  gallants  in  his  court 
who  would  have  courted  the  occasion  to  make 
speeches  out  of  Amadis  of  GauL  or  the  Mirror  of 
Knighthood.  But  when  he  tant  blunt  old  Lindesay. 
he  Knew  he  would  speak  to  a  misguided  woman,  as 
her  former  niisdoinsis  and  her  present  slate  n  nder 
necessary.  I  sought  not  this  employment— it  has 
be(>n  thrust  upon  mc ;  and  I  will  not  cumber  myself 
wiUi  more  form  in  the  discharge  of  it,  than  neula 
must  be  tacked  to  such  an  occupation." 

So  saying,  Lord  Lindesay  tlirew  himself  from  horse- 
back, and,  wrapping  his  riding-cloak  around  him,  lay 
down  at  lazv  length  upon  the  sward,  to  await  the  ar- 
rival of  thehoat,  which  was  now  stu-n  :•  wing  fn>m 
the  castle  towards  the  shore.  Sir  Robert  MeUiile, 
who  had  alao  dismounted,  walked  at  ^hort  turns  to 
and  fro  unon  the  bank,  his  arms  crossed  on  his  breast, 
often  looking  to  the  castle,  and  disr  laying  in  his  coun- 
tenance a  mLXturo  of  sorrow  and  of  anxiety.  The  rest 
of  the  party  sate  like  statues  on  horseback,  without 
moving  so  much  as  the  points  of  their  lances,  which 
they  held  upright  in  the  air. 

As  soon  as  the  boat  approached  a  rude  quay  or 
landing-place^  near  to  which  they  had  stationed 
themselves,  Lord  Lindesay  started  up  from  his  re- 
cambent  posture,  and  a«-ked  the  person  who  steered, 
why  he  had  not  brought  a  larger  boat  With  him  to 
transport  his  retinue. 

"  So  please  you,"  replied  the  boatman,  "  because  it 
18  the  order  of  our  lady,  that  we  bring  not  to  the  cas- 
tle more  than  four  persons." 

"  TTiy  lady  is  a  wise  woman,"  said  Lindesay,  "  to 

mspect  tnc  of  treachery !— Or,  had  I  intended  it,  what 

fa  to  hinder  us  from  throwing  you  and  your  comttidwk 

inra  the  lake,  and  filling  the  Doal  wVm  mi  oviw  ^eV 

lowsl' 


nal  to  his  men  to  back  their  oars,  and  hold  off  frooi 
shore  which  thev  were  approarhir 
Why,  thou  ass,"  said  Lmdesay,  ' 


the  shore  which  they  were  approarhintr. 

"  Why,  thou  ass,^  said  Lmdesay,  "  thoo  didst  not 
think  that  I  meant  thy  fool's  head  serious  harml 


Tbe  Mteersmaxu  on  hearing;  t}uB»  made  aViMVY  ««r 


Hark  thee,  friend— with  fewer  than  three  srnranu  I 
will  go  no  whither— Sir  Robert  Mi-lville  will  require 
at  least  the  attendance  of  one  domestic;  and  ii  will 
be  at  your  peril  and  your  lady's  to  refuse  us  admiv 
sion,  come  hither  as  we  are  on  matters  of  great  nt- 
tional  concern." 

The  steersman  answered  with  firmness,  but  with 
great  civility  of  expression,  that  his  orders  were  posi- 
tive to  bring  no  more  than  four  into  the  islann,  Lu! 
he  offered  to  row  back  to  obtain  a  revisal  of  hi»  in- 
structions. 

"  Do  so,  my  friend,"  said  Sir  Robert  MelvJle,  after 
he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  persuade  his  stubborn 
companion  to  consent  to  a  temporary  abatement  of 
his  train,  "  row  back  to  the  castle,  siih  it  will  be  no 
belter,  and  obtain  thv  lady's  orders  to  transport  the 
Lord  Lindesav  mvaelt  and  our  retinue  thither." 

"And  hearken/'  said  Lord  Lindesay.  " take  wiih 
you  this  page,  who  comes  as  an  attendant  on  yoiii 
lady's  cuest.— Dismount,  sirrah,"  said  he,  addrea«uiC 
Roland.  "  and  embark  with  them  in  that  boat" 

"And  what  is  to  become  of  my  horse?'*  said 
Gramme:  "I  am  answerable  for  him  to  my  master." 

"I  wilj  relieve  you  of  the  charge,"  said  LindtsaT; 
"thou  wilt  have  httle  enow  to  do  with  horse,  saddle^ 
or  bridle,  for  ten  years  to  come— Thou  mayst  take  the 
halter  an  thou  wilt— it  mav  stand  thee  in  a  turn. 

"If  I  thought  so,"  said  Roland— but  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  Sir  Robert  Melville,  who  said  to  him  good- 
humouredly,  "Dispute  it  not,  young  friend— resiftp 
nnce  can  do  no  good,  but  may  well  run  thee  into 
danger." 

Roland  Greme  felt  the  justice  of  what  he  said,  and. 
though  neither  delighted  with  the  matter  nor  manner 
of  Lmdesay's  address,  deemed  it  best  to  submit  to  ne- 
cessity, and  to  embark  without  further  remonfitrance. 
The  men  plie<i  their  oars.  The  Quay,  with  the  party 
of  hoTfe  stationed  near  it,  reopded  from  the  psci-'i 
eyes— the  castle  and  the  islet  seemed  to  draw  near  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  in  a  brief  space  he  land«>i 
und(>r  the  shadow  oi  a  huge  old  tree  which  overhunt 
the  landing-place.  The  steersman  and  Grsme  leaped 
ashore;  the  boatmen  remained  lying  on  their  oaii 
ready  for  further  service. 
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Coald  ralonr  aurht  tTsil  or  people**  lore, 
Fnuine  had  not  wei>i  Nararrp'v  brave  Henry  ilaiB; 

If  wit  or  bMutf  could  compaMion  mo^v. 
The  Rose  of  Scotland  had  not  went  in  Tain. 

Elegy  in  a  RoftU  MsiuoCnn*.— Lnm. 

At  thepateof  tlie  court-yard  of  Lochlcven  sppetrrf 
the  stately  form  of  the  Lady  of  Lochleven,  a  limitle 
whose  early  charms  had  captr«'ated  James  V..  bf 
whom  she  i>ecame  mother  of  the  celebrated  Recent 
Murray.  As  she  was  of  noble  birth  (being  a  diusih 
ter  of  the  House  of  Mar)  and  of  great  beauty,  Ikt 
intimnry  with  James  did  not  prevent  her  being  tttf- 
wards  sought  in  honourable  marriage  by  many  nl 
lants  of  the  time,  among  whom  she  had  pnefrmd 
Sir  William  Douglas  of  Lochleven.  But  well  has  iC 
been  said, 

"  Our  DleaMuit  w\cn 

Are  made  the  whip*  to  teoarfe  na** 

The  station  which  the  Lady  of  Lochleven  now  heM 
as  the  wife  of  a  man  of  high  rank  and  interest,  and 
the  mother  of  a  lawful  family,  did  not  pR\ent  hff 
nourishing  a  painful  sense  of  degradation,  even  while 
she  was  proud  of  the  talents,  the  power,  and  the  sta- 
tk)n  of  her  son^  now  prime  ruler  of  the  state,  bat  snB 
a  pledge  of  hcrillicit  intercourse.  "  Had  Jamesdons 
to  her,"  she  said,  in  her  secret  heart,  "  the  justice  hs 
owed  her.  she  had  seen  in  her  son,  as  a  source  of  an- 
mixed  delight  and  of  unchastened  pride,  the  lawfid 
monarch  ot  Scoiland^and  one  of  the  ablest  whs  ewr 
v«a.<^ed  the  sceptre.    The  House  of  Mar,  not  infiehor 

ma.tv\\^Vi  o\  «vn&sMX  \n  Uiat  of  Drummond,  would 
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when  H  hat  a  reyaT  ^over  for  its  apofocy.'*  White 
•uch  feelings  preyed  on  a  boeom  naturally  proud  and 
MTere,  they  had  a  coTresponding  effect  on  her  coun- 
tenance^ where,  with  the  remains  of  ^reat  beauty, 
fpere  nungled  traits  indicative  of  in  want  discontent 
and  peevish  melancholy.  It  perhaps  contributed  to 
increase  this  habitual  temperament,  that  the  Lady 
Lochleven  had  adopted  uncommonly  rigid  and  severe 
▼iew3  of  religion,  imitating  in  her  ideas  of  reformed 
•aith  the  very  worst  errora  of  the  Catholics,  in  limit- 
Wkg  the  benefit  of  the  gospel  to  those  who  profess 
tfaeir  own  speculative  tenets 

In  every  respect,  the  unfortunate  Queen  Mary,  now 
the  compulsory  guest,  or  rather  prisoner,  of  this  sul- 
len lady,  was  obnoxious  to  her  hostess.  Lady  Loch- 
leven disliked  her  as  the  daujghter  of  Mary  of  Guise, 
the  legal  possessor  of  those  nghts  over  James's  heart 
and  hand,  of  which  she  oonceived  herself  to  have 
been  injuriously  deprived ;  and  yet  more  so  as  the 
professor  of  a  religion  which  she  detested  wdrse  than 
Paganism. 

Such  was  the  dame,  who,  with  stately  mien,  and 
■harp  yet  handsome  features,  shrouded  by  her  black 
velvet  coif,  interrogated  the  domestic  who  steered  her 
barge  to  the  shore,  what  had  become  of  Lindeeity  and 
Sir  Robert  Melville.  The  man  related  what  had 
passed,  and  she  smiled  scornfully  as  she  repUed, 
**  Fools  must  be  flattered,  not  foughteo  with.— ^w 
t>ack-Hnaake  thy  excuse  as  thoii  canst— say  Lord 
Kuthven  hath  already  reached  this  castle,  and  that  he 
is  impatient  for  Lord  Lindesay's  presence.  Away 
with  thee,  Randal— yet  stay— what  gabpin  is  that 
thou  hast  brought  hither?" 

**  So  please  you,  my  lady,  he  is  the  page  who  is  to 
wait  upon" 

**  Ay,  the  new  male  minion,"  said  the  Lady  Loch- 
l<tven:  "the  female  attendant  arrived  yesterday.  I 
shall  nave  a  well-ordered  house  with  this  lady  and 
her  retinue ;  but  I  trust  they  will  soon  find  some 
others  to  undertake  such  a  charge.  Begone,  Randal 
— and  you"  (to  Roland  Grsme)  "  follow  me  to  the 
garden. 

She  led  the  way  with  a  slow  and  stately  sten  to  the 
small  garden,  which,  enclosed  by  a  stone  wall  orna- 
mented with  statues,  and  an  artificial  fountain  in  the 
centre,  extended  its  dull  parterres  on  the  side  of  the 
eottrt-yard,  with  which  it  communicated  bjr  a  low 
and  arched  porial.  Within  the  narrow  circiut  of  its 
formal  and  lunited  walks,  Mary  Stewart  was  now 
learning  to  perform  the  weary  part  of  a  prisoner, 
which,  with  little  interval,  she  was  doomed  to  sus- 
tain during  the  remainder  of  her  life.  She  was  fol- 
lowed in  her  slow  and  melancholy  exercise  by  two 
female  attendants;  but  in  the  firat  glance  which 
Roland  Graeme  bestowed  upon  one  so  illustrious  by 
birth,  so  distinguished  bv  her  beauty,  accomplish- 
ments, and  mistortunes,  ne  was  sensible  of  the  pre- 
sence of  lio  other  than  the  unhappy  Quean  of  Scot- 
land. 

H^  face,  hef  form,  have  been  so  deeplv  hnpressed 
ODon  the  imagination,  that,  even  at  the  distance 
of  nearly  three  centuries  it  is  unnecessary  to  remind 
the  most  i^orant  and  uninformed  reader  of  the 
striking  traits  which  characterize  that  remailcable 
eountenance,  which  seems  at  once  to  combine  our 
ideas  of  the  majestic,  the  pleasing,  and  the  brilliant, 
leaving  us  to  doubt  whether  they  express  most  hap- 
pily the  aueen,  the  beauty,  q^  the  accomplished  wo- 
man. Who  is  there,  that,  at  the  very  mention  of 
M ahr  Stewart's  name,  has  not  her  countenance  be- 
fore nim,  familiar  as  that  of  the  mistress  of  his  youth, 
or  the  favourite  daughter  of  his  advanced  a^l  Even 
those  who  feel  themselves  compelled  to  bebeve  all,  or 
raach,  of  what  her  enemies  laid  to  her  charge,  can- 
not think  without  a  sigh  upon  a  codntenance  expres- 
sive of  any  thing  rather  than  the  foul  crimes  with 
which  she  was  enar;^  when  Hving,  and  which  still 
'trmtinue  to  shsde,  if  not  to  blacken,  her  memory. 
That  brow,  so  truly  open  and  regal— those  eyebrows, 
80  regularly  graceful,  which  yet  were  saved  from  the 
charge  of  regular  insipidity  by  the  beautiful  effect  of 
Che  hazel  eyes  which  they  over-arched,  and  which 
seera  to  utter  a  thousand  histories— the  nose,  with 
•ill  i*8  Grecian  prsoision  of  ootline-Hhe  mouth,  so 
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wen  proportioned,  so  sweetly  formed,  as  if  desigiied 
to  speak  nothing  but  what  was  de|ightfhl  to  hear— 
the  dimpled  chin— the  stately  swanuke  neck,  foim 
a  countenance,  the  like  of  which  we  know  not  to 
have  existed  in  any  other  character  moving  in  that 
high  class  of  l^e,  where  the  actresses  as  walas the 
actora  command  general  and  undivided  attention.  It 
IS  in  vain  to  say  that  the  portraits  which  exist  of  this* 
remarkable  woman  are  not  like  each  other;  for, 
amidst  tl^eir  discrepancy,  each  possesses  general  fea- 
tures which  the  eye  at  once  acknowledges  as  peculiar 
to  the  vision  which  our  imagination  has  raised  while 
we  read  her  history  for  the  nret  time,  and  which  has 
been  impressed  upon  it  by  the  numerous  prints  and 

fticturcs  which  we  have  seen.  Indeed  we  cannot 
ookxmlne  worst  of  them,  however  deficient  in  point 
of  execution,  without  saying  that  it  is  meant  for 
Queen  Mary;  and  no  small  instance  it  is  of  the 
power  of  beauty,  that  her  charms  should  have  re- 
mained the  subject  not  merely  of  adminHion,  but 
of  warm  and  chivalrous  interest,  after  the  lapse  of 
such  a  length  of  time.  We  know  that  by  far  the 
most  acuteof  those  who,  in  latter  days,  have  adopted 
th^^  imfnri^TmM.-'  yi^v  nf  Mnr/s  chnrnctrr,  lonsed^ 
liKv  ■,,•:  I  A.,  ^i.MiL'j-  btfuic  J  J  is  drvadfui  ut^k  wns  per- 
fontii'dj  10  lti«a  rhe  inn  hnnrl  of  hff  on  whom  he  was 
abnuL  to  Derform  bo  horrible  n  duty. 

PrcMTfi  th*tn,  in  n  dofp  moummg  robe,  and  with 
all  thfjBp  cbn'TiKis  of  faco^  phape.  nnd  m (inner,  with 
which  fiirliful  ^radivion  iu]»  mdcfo  cftch  tf^-ndtr  fanii- 
liar,  Mary  Stewart  fldvnnced  to  mfj^t  thy  Lady  oi 
Ldi^h levin,  >*ho,  on  het^un,  i^ndiTivourcd  to  o>nceftl 
dif^Fike  and  appretn^nsion  under  the  apiwarancp  of 
re^i  Fftful  ind^flereti^fl,  Th^  tnith  wm^,  that  Bi>e  had 
espi  rienet'd  mpyoudly  the  ^uuen^B  superioniv  in  thst 
sp<'''t^'^  *>f  f3i3!3i]i«r'i{  vpt  <^i]runj>  snrt^nsm^  s\i\h  whi(*h 
woiuun  Clin  successfully  avenge  ihcmselvcs,  lor  real 
and  substantial  iiljuries.  It  may  be  well  doubted, 
whether  this  talent  was  not  as  fatal  to  its  possessor 
as  the  many  othera  enjoyed  bjr  that  highly^ted,  but 
most  unhappy  female ;  for,  while  it  often  afforded  her 
a  momentary  triumph  over  her  keepers,  itfhiled  not  xa 
exasperate  their  resentment ;  and  thfe  satire  and  sa^ 
casm  in  which  she  had  indulged,  were  frequently 
retaliated  by  the  deep  and  bitter  Hardships  which  they 
had  the  power  of  inflicting.  It  is  well  known  that 
her  death  was  at  length  hastened  by  a  letter  which 
she  wrote  to  Q.ue(!n  Elizabetli,  in  which  she  treated 
her  jealous  rival,  and  the  Countess  of  Shrewsbury, 
with  the  keenest  irony  and  ridicule.' 

As  the  ladies  met  together,  the  C^ueen  said,  bending 
her  head  at  the  same  time  in  return  to  the  obeisance 
of  the  Ladv  Lochleven,  "  We  are  this  day  fortunate — 
we  enjoy  the  coirmany  of  our  amiable  hostess  at  an 
unusual  hour,  atia  during  a  period  which  we  have 
hitherto  been  permitted  to  give  to  our  private  exercise. 
But  our  good  hostess  knows  well  she  has  at  all  times 
access  to  our  presence,  and  need  not  observe  the  use- 
less ceremony  of  requiring  our  permission." 

"I  am  sorry  my  presence  is  deemed  an  intrusion  by 

Kour  Grace,"  said  the  Lady  of  Lochleven.  "  I  came 
ut  to  announce  the  arrival  of  an  addition  to  your 
train,"  motioning  with  her  hand  towards  Roland 
Grasme ;  **  a  circumstance  to  which  ladies  are  seldom 
indifl*erent." 

"Oil  crare  your  ladyship's  pardon  \  and  am  bent 
to  the  earth  with  obligations  for  the  kindness  of  my 
no^!l^:f^-^^f  riu  MOVtft>iaTi»>  shall  T  ffill  ihf^m?— who 
havf  f'r  rnn'Ti-.j  ^ik-  such  iv  rt*[:iectdbit.'  addiiiuji  to  rny 
pei.^iiDJit  ri  Mriur." 

"ihf  y  Im^i  iHrjrrdsnidjcd,  fnadam,"  5fl id  the  Lady 
of  Luit^hU'Vi  ti,  "to  abow  their  kindn^fa  towarda  votir 
Gra-t— soinHhrrtc  ut  the  risk  rt?rhapeiof  sourrd  polinfi 
and  1  tmsi  their  tloin^  will  nfjt  bt-  mtHcanatruod.*' 

'■  ImprjHSitbhf"  Biiid  thuQut.'f^n  [  "  the  bounty  whicn 
permiiji  thf  dntii^hter  of  fw>  tntmv  kingsv,  and  who  y*t 
18  Qiiten  '>f  the  rftdm,  the  nrtendance  of  two  wititin^ 
women  and  a  Wy,  is  a  grace  which  MaiT  Stewart 
can  npy^r  miflicwtitly  scknftwlrsd^pH  WViy  [  my  tniin 
win  be  pquni  to  that  of  anj'  c*?unrry  dame  in  this  your 
kiriijdam  of  Fife,  »f\vix\^  but  ibe  kck  of  a  frcnileman- 
usln  r,  and  DL  pair  ortwo  of  hliip-coatixi  ^ryinc-men. 
But  1  niiiBt  not  fot^'^tirim^' MA^  py,  |lid|^itioaal 
trouble  and  chargf^a  to  WHi^'^this  magiitticent  mift- 
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mentation  of  our  train  will  put  oar  kind  hostess,  and 
the  whole  house  of  Lochleven.  It  is  this  prudent 
anxiety,  I  am  aware,  which  clouds  your  hrows,  my 
worthy  lady.  But  be  of  good  cheer;  the  crown  of 
Scotland  has  many  a  fair  manor,  and  your  aflection- 
ate  son,  and  my  no  less  afiectionatc  brother,  will  en- 
dow the  good  kni|B:ht  your  husband  with  the  best  of 
*  them,  ere  Mary  should  be  dismissed  from  this  hospi- 
table castle  from  your  ladyship's  lack  of  means  to 
support  the  charges." 

The  Douglasses  of  Lochleven,  madam,"  answer- 
ed the  lady,  have  kno\%'n  for  ages  how  to  discharge 
their  duty  to  the  State^  without  looking  for  reward, 
even  when  the  task  was  both  irksome  and  danger- 
ous." 

"  Nay !  but,  my  dear  Lochleven,"  said  the  Queen, 
"  you  are  over  scrupulous— I  pray  you  accept  of  a 
goodly  manor;  what  should  support  the  Queen  of 
Scotland  in  this  her  princely  court,  saving  her  own 
erown-l«nds— and  who  should  mimster  to  the  wants 
•f  a  mother,  save  an  affectionate  son  like  the  Earl 
of  Murray,  who  possesses  so  wonderfully  Itoth  the 
power  and  inclination  ?— Or  said  you  it  was  the  dan- 
ger of  the  task  which  clouded  your  smooth  and  hos- 
pitable brow?— No  doubt,  a  page  is  a  formklahle 
addition  to  my  body-guard  of  females;  and  I  bethink 
mc  it  must  have  been  for  that  reason  that  my  Lord 
•f  Lindesay  refused  even  now  to  venture  withm  the 
leach  of  a  force  so  formidable,  without  being  attend- 
ed by  a  competent  retinue." 

The  Lady  of  Lochleven  started,  and  looked  some- 
diing  surprised ;  and  Mary^  suddenly  changing  her 
manner  from  the  smooth  ironical  affectation  of  mild- 
ness to  an  accent  of  austere  command,  and  drawing 
ip  at  the  same  time  her  fine  person,  said,  with  the 
full  majesty  of  her  rank,  "Yes  I  Lady  of  Lochlevrn; 
I  know  that  Kuthvcn  is  already  in  the  castle,  and  (hat 
Lindesay  wails  on  (he  bank  the  return  of  your  barge 
to  bring  him  hither  along  with  Sir  Robert  Melville. 
For  what  purpose  do  these  nobles  come— and  why 
am  I  not  in  ordmary  decency  apprised  of  their  arrival?" 

"  Their  purpose,  madam,  replied  the  Lady  of  Loch- 
leven, "  they  must  themselves  explain— but  a  formal 
annunciation  were  needless,  where  your  firace  haih 
attendants  who  can  play  the  espial  so  well." 

"Alas!  |X)or  Fleming,"  said  the  Queen,  turning 
to  the  elder  of  the  female  attendants,  "  thou  wilt  be 
tried,  condemned,  and  gibbeted,  for  a  spy  in  (he  gar- 
rison, because  thou  did}>t  chance  to  cross  the  great 
hall  while  my  good  Lady  of  Lochleven  was  parleying 
at  the  full  pitch  of  her  voice  with  her  pilot  Randal. 
Put  black  wool  in  (hy  ears,  girl,  as  you  value  tlie 
wearing  of  I  hem  lunger.  Remember,  in  the  Castle  of 
Lochleven,  ears  and  tongues  are  matters  not  of  use, 
but  for  show  merely.  Our  good  hostess  can  hear,  as 
well  as  speak,  for  us  all.— We  excuse  your  further 
auendance,  my  lady  hostess,"  she  said,  once  more 
addressing  the  object  of  her  resentment,  *'and  retire 
to  prepare  for  an  interview  with  our  rebel  lords.  We 
wul  use  the  ante-chamber  of  our  sleeping  apartment 
as  our  hall  of  audience.— You,  young  man,  she  pro- 
ceeded, addressing  Roland  Gra'me,  and  at  once  soften- 
ing the  ironical  sharpness  of  her  manner  into  good- 
humoured  raillery,  "you,  who  are  all  our  male  atten- 
dance, from  our  Lord  High  Chamberlain  down  to  our 
least  galopin.  follow  us  to  prepare  our  court." 

She  turned,  and  walked  sk>wl)'  towards  the  castle. 
The  Lady  of  Lochleven  folded  her  arms,  and  smiled 
in  bitter  resentment,  as  she  watched  her  retiring 
■teps. 

"Thy  whole  male  attendance!"  she  muttered  re- 
peating the  Queen's  last  wonls,  "and  well  for  thee 
had  it  been  had  thy  train  never  been  larger;''  then 
turning  to  Roland,  in  whose  way  she  had  stood  while 
making  this  pause,  she  made  room  for  hun  to  pass, 
saying  at  the  same  time,  "Art  thou  already  eaves- 
droppuig?  follow  thy  mistress,  minion,  and,  if  thou 
wilt,  tell  her  what  I  nave  now  said." 

Roland  Gnpme  hastened  after  his  royal  mistress 
and  her  attendants,  who  had  iust  entered  a  postern- 
gate  communicating  betwixt  the  castle  and  the  small 
Sirden.  They  ascended  a  winding-stair  as  high  as 
c  second  story,  which  was  in  a  great  measure  occu* 
pied  by  «  auite  ol  three  nwma,  opemnK  into  each  other, 


and  assigned  as  the  dwvlUnc  of  the  ciptire  Prinom 
The  outermost  wasm  small  ball  or  anteroom,  withr 
which  opened  a  large  parlour,  and  from  that  agair 
the  Queen* 8  bedroom.  Another  small  apartmrot 
whk;h  opened  into  the  same  parlour,  contained  tk 
beds  of  the  gentlewomen  in  waiting. 

Roland  Greme  stopped,  as  became  .lis  itaiioa.  ic 
the  outermost  of  these  apartments,  tnart.  to  8«»i< 
such  ordera  as  might  be  communicated  to  him.  Fron 
the  grated  window  of  the  room  he  saw  Lindesr. 
MelvillcL  and  their  followers,  disemiwrk :  and  cb- 
scr>-ed  that  they  were  met  at  the  castle  gate  by  a  thud 
noble,  to  whom  Lindesay  exclaimed,  in  nis  loud  bans 
voice,  "My  Lord  of  Ruthven,  you  have  the  start  of 
us!" 

"  At  this  instant,  the  page's  attention  was  called  to 
a  burst  of  hysterical  sods  from  the  inner  acartnMnt. 
and  to  the  hurried  ejaculations  of  the  trrriiSefll  femaW. 
which  led  him  almost  instantly  to  hasten  to  tbfir 
assistance.  When  he  entered,  he  saw  that  the  Queen 
had  thrown  herself  into  the  larce  chair  which  atnod 
nearest  the  door,  and  was  sobbing  for  breath  a  t 
strong  fit  of  hysterical  affection.  The  elder  frmak 
supported  her  in  her  arms,  while  the  younger  baiiied 
her  face  wiih  water  and  with  tears  alternately. 

"Hasten,  young  man  f  said  the  elder  lady,  in 
alarm,  "fly— call  in  assistance— she  is  swoonincf 

But  the  Queen  ejaculated  in  a  faint  and  broken 
voice,  "  Stir  not,  I  charge  you  !— call  no  one  to  mit- 
pess— I  am  better— I  shall  recover  instantly."  Anc 
indeed,  with  an  effort  which  seemed  Lke  that  of  one 
struggling  for  life,  she  sate  up  in  her  chair,  and  en- 
deavourra  to  resume  her  composure,  while  brr  (tt- 
tures  yet  trembled  with  the  violent  emotion  of  hod> 
and  mind  which  she  had  undergone.  "  I  am  ashauec 
of  my  weakness,  girls,"  she  said,  taking  the  hand«.'f 
her  atiendants;  but  it  is  over, — and  I  am  Mar) 
Stewart  once  more.  The  savage  tone  of  that  man'i 
voice— my  knowledge  of  his  insolence— the  ntiiii 
which  he  named— the  purpose  for  which  they  cone, 
may  excuse  a  moment's  weakness— and  it  shall  be  a 
moment's  only."  She  snatched  from  her  head  the 
curch  or  cap,  which  had  been  disordered  durio^h'r 
hysterical  agony— shook  down  the  thick  cluMrn^ 
tresses  of  dark  orown  which  hod  been  before  vHk 
under  it— and,  drawing  her  slender  fingers  across ibi 
labyrinth  which  they  fomiod,  she  arose  from  thcchai^ 
and  stood  like  the  inspired  image  of  a  Grecian  rco> 
phetess,  m  a  mood  which  partook  at  once  of  wrwu 
and  pride,  of  smika  and  of  tesrs.  "  Wo  are  ill  "P- 
pointed,"  she  said,  "  to  meet  our  rebel  subjects;  but, 
as  far  as  we  may,  we  will  strive  to  present  otirtthti 
as  becomes  their  Queen.  Folk>w  me,  my  maideci' 
she  stiid ;  "  what  says  thy  favourite  song,  mj  FkB- 
ing? 

*  Mr  maid*,  eome  to  1117  irrwrnnf-bowtg. 

And  deck  mj  nut-tKown  Imir ; 
WlMfK'er  ye  laid  a  plait  before. 
Look  jre  lay  ten  Uaiea  mair.' 

Alas!"  slie  added,  when  she  had  icwaied  with  1 
smile  these  lines  of  an  old  ballsd,  violeoce  has 
already  rubbed  me  of  the  ordinary  decorations  cf  my 
rank ;  and  the  few  that  nature  gave  me  have  b^ 
des(royed  by  sorrow  and  by  fear."  Yet  while  t^ 
apoke  thus,  she  again  let  her  slender  fingera  ttrai 
through  the  wilderness  of  the  beautiful  tresses  whicii 
veiled  her  kingly  neck  and  swelling  bosom,  as  it  ia 
her  agony  of  mind.  t\^  had  not  altoicetber  lurt  ibe 
consciousness  of  her  unrivalled  charms.  Roland 
Gnrme,  on  whose  youth,  inexperience,  and  ardet: 
sense  of  what  was  disnified  snd  lovely,  the  d«*nwarr 
our  of  BO  fair  and  high-born  a  lady  wrought  like  lU 
charm  of  a  magician,  stood  rooted  to  the  s^ot  vif.i 
surprise  and  interest,  lonaing  to  hazard  his  lifinina 
quarrel  so  fair  ss  that  which  Mary  Stewart'a  muft 
needs  be.  She  had  been  bred  in  France— »he  ♦  j» 
possessed  of  the  most  distinguished  beauty— she  i.ai 
reigned  a  Queen  and  a  Scottish  Queen,  to  whom 
knowledge  of  character  was  as  essential  as  the  ir!« 
of  vital  air.  In  all  these  capacities,  Mary  was.  of  &i: 
women  on  the  earth,  most  alert  at  perceiving  aiiJ 
unng  the  advantages  which  her  charms  gave  herow 
almost  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  their  inib 
snce.     She  cast  on  Rolaod  •  iiluice  wfagich  nup 
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baveaaltedahatftofitoiia.  »Myp(M>rboy/\ahe 
Mid,  with  a  feeUng  partly  real,  i>artl]r  poliUc,  thou 
art  a  atranger  to  iia--Beot  to  this  doleful  captiTitjr 
from  the  aocietjr  of  aome  tender  niother,  or  aiater,  or 
maiden,  with  whom  you  had  freedom  to  tread  a  gay 
measure  round  the  May-pole.  1  grieve  ibr  you  ;-HH]t 
you  are  the  only  male  m  my  limited  houaenold— wilt 
thou  obey  ipy  ordera  1" 

**  To  the  death,  madam,"  said  Oreme,  in  a  deter- 
mined tone. 

*'  Then  keep  the  door  of  mine  apartment,"  said  the 
Queen ;  *'  keep  it  till  they  offer  actual  jriolence,  or  till 
we  ahall  be  fitly  arrayed  to  reoeive  these  intrusive 
▼isiters.'* 

**  I  will  defend  it  till  they  pass  over  mv  bodv,"  said 
Boland  Gneme ;  any  hoitation  which  he  had  felt 
oonoeming  the  une  of  conduct  he  ought  to  pursue, 
being  completely  sw^t  away  by  the  impulse  of  the 
moment. 

**Not  so,  my  good  youth,"  answered  Mary  t  "  not 
ao,  I  command  thee.  If  I  have  one  fiiithful  subject 
beside  me,  much  need,  God  wot,  I  have  to  care  for 
his  safety.  Resist  them,  but  till  ihey  are  put  to  the 
•hanoe  of  uaing  actual  violence,  and  then  give  way  1 
charge  you.  Remember  my  commands."  And,  with 
a  smile  expressive  at  once  of  favour  and  authority, 
she  turned  firom  him,  and,  followed  by  her  attendants, 
entered  the  bedroom. 

«  The  youngest  paused  for  half  a  aecond  ere  she  fol- 
lowed ber  companion,  and  made  a  signal  to  RoUnd 
Orsme  with  her  hand.  He  had  been  already  long 
aware  that  this  was  Catherine  Seyton— a  circum- 
stanos  which  could  not  much  surprise  a  youth  of 
quick  intellects,  who  recollected  the  sort  of  mysteri- 
ous discourse  which  had  passed  betwixt  the  two  mat- 
rons at  the  deserted  nunnery,  and  on  which  his  meet- 
ing with  Catherine  in  this  place  seemed  to  cast  so 
much  light.  Vet  such  was  the  engrossing  effect  of 
Mar/s  presence,  that  it  surmounted  for  the  moment 
even  (he  feelings  of  a  youthful  lover ;  and  it  was  not 
■ntil  Catherine  Seyton  had  disappeared,  that  Roland 
began  to  consider  in  what  relation  they  were  to 
stand  to  each  other.—**  She  held  up  her  hand  to  me  in 
a  commanding  manner,"  he  thought;  **  perhaps  she 
wanted  to  confirm  my  purpose  for  the  execuuon  of 
the  dueen's  commands;  fori  think  she  could  acarce 
purpose  to  scare  me  with  the  sort  of  discipline  which 
she  sdministered  to  the  mroom  in  the  fneze  jacket, 
and  to  poor  Adam  Woodcock.  But  we  will  see  to 
that  anon ;  mean  time,  let  us  do  justice  to  the  trust 
leftosed  in  us  by  this  unhappy  Queen.  I  think  my 
Lord  of  Murray  will  himaelt  own  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  faith|tl  page  to  defimd  his  lady  against  intrusion 
on  her  privacy." 

Accoitiingly,  he  stepped  to  the  little  vestibule,  made 
last,  with  lock  and  bar,  the  door  which  opened  from 
Ihenoe  to  the  large  staircase,  and  then  sat  himself 
down  to  attend  the  mault  He  had  not  long  to  wait 
—a  rude  and  strong  hand  first  essayed  to  lift  the 
latch,  then  pushed  and  shook  the  door  with  violence, 
aod^  when  it  resisted  his  attempt  to  open  it,  txdaimed, 
**  Undo  the  door  there,  you  within  I" 

**  Why,  and  at  whose  command,"  said  the  page, 
**am  I  to  undo  the  door  of  the  apartments  of  the 
Quean  of  Scotland?" 

Another  vain  attainpl,  which  made  hinge  and  bolts 
pDfi^  showed  that  the  impatient  ap|/Ucant  without 
would  willingly  have  entered  altogether  regardless 
of  his  challenge;  but  at  length  an  answer  was  le- 
lumed. 

"Undo  the  door,  on  your  peril— the  Lord  lindesay 
eoroes  to  speak  with  the  Lady  Mary  of  Scotland." 

**Tbe  Lord  Lindesay,  as  a  Scottish  noble,"  an- 
swered the  page,  "most  await  his  Sovereign's  lei- 


means  in  the  Ural  instaaea.  Vkflenee  to  a  ladv 
would  stain  your  scutcheon  for  ever.  Or  await  ttU 
my  Lord  Rutnven  comes." 

^'  I  will  await  no  longer,"  said  Lindesay ;  "  it  is  high 
time  the  business  were  done,  and  we  on  our  return  to 
the  council.  But  thou  mayst  try  thy  fair  play,  as  ihoa 
callest  it,  while  I  cause  my,  train  to  prepare  tne  petard. 
I  came  hither  provided  with  as  good  gunpowder  as 
blew  up  the  Kirk  of  Field." 

"For  God*s  sake,  be  patient,"  said  Melvilk^;  and, 
approaching  the  door,  he  said,  aa  speaking  to  those 
within,  "  Let  the  Queen  know  that  I,  her  faithful 
servant,  Robert  Melville,  do  entreat  her«  for  her  own 
aake,  and  to  prevent  worae  consequences  that  she 
will  undo  the  door,  and  admit  Lord  Linuesay,  who 
brings  a  misaion  firom  the  Council  of  State." 


An  earnest  altercation  ensued  amongst  those  with 
out,  in  which  Roland  distinguished  the  remarkably 
harsh  voice  of  Lindesay  in  reply  to  Sir  Robert  Mel- 
ville who  appeared  to  nave  been  using  some  sooth- 
ing language—"  No  1  no  I  no !  I  tell  thee,  no  1  I  will 
place  a  petard  against  the  door  rather  than  be  baulked 
^  a  profligate  woman,  and  bearded  by  an  insolent 
footboy  " 

"Yet,  at  lea«L"  said  Malvill^  "let  ins  try  fair 


T"; 


will  do  your  errand  to  the  Queen,"  said  the 
..  "and  report  to  you  her  answer." 
_-e  went  to  the  door  of  the  bedchamber,  and  tap- 
ping againat  it  gently,  it  was  opened  by  the  elder  lody. 
to  whom  he  communicated  Iub  errand,  and  returned 
with  directions  from  the  Queen  to  admit  Sir  Robert 
Melville  and  Lord  Lindesay.  Roland  Gneme  re- 
turned to  the  vestibule,  and  opened  the  door  accord- 
ingly, into  which  the  Lord  Lindesay  strode,  with  the 
air  of  a  soklier  who  has  fought  his  way  into  a  con- 

Jiuered  fortress ;  while  Mclvule,  deeply  dejected,  fbl- 
owed  him  more  slowly. 

"I  draw  you  to  witness,  and  to  record,"  said  the 
page  to  thia  laet,  **  tliat,  save  for  the  especial  com- 
mands of  the  Queen,  I  would  have  made  good  the 
entrance,  with  my  best  strength,  and  my  best  blood, 
against  all  Scotland." 

"  Be  silent,  young  man,"  said  MelvOle,  in  a  tone  ol 
grave  rebuke;  "aod  not  brands  to  fire— this  is  no 
ume  to  make  a  flouriah  of  thy  boyish  chivalry." 

"  She  has  not  appeared  even  yet,"  said  Lindesay, 
who  hsd  now  reached  the  midst  of,  the  parlour  or 
audience-room ;  '*how  call  you  this  trifiing?" 

"Patience,  my  lord,"  replied  Sir  Robert,  "time 
presses  not— and  Lord  Riithvcn  hath  not  as  yet 
descended." 

At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  inner  apartment 
oi>ened,  and  Queen  Mary  presented  herself^  advancing 
with  an  air  oi  peculiar, grace  and  mi^ty,  and  seem- 
ing  totally  unnifiled,  either  by  the  visit,  or  bv  the  ruds 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  enforced.  Her  dress 
was  a  robe  of  black  velvet;  a  small  ruff,  open  in . 
front,  gave  a  full  view  of  her  beautifuUy-formetl  chin 
and  neck,  but  veiled  the  boeom.  On  her  head  she 
wore  a  smsU  ess  of  lace,  and  a  transparent  white  veil 
hung  from  ber  shoulders  over,  the  long  black  robcL  in 
large  loose  folds,  so  that  it  could  be  drawn  at  plea- 
surs  over  the  fkoe  and  person.    Sbs  wore  a  cross  ol 

Ski  around  her  necl^  and  had  her  rosary  of  gold  and 
ony  hanging  from  her  girdle.  She  was  closely  foU 
lowed  by  ner  two  ladies,  who  remained  standing 
behind  her  during  the  conference.  Even  Lord  Linde- 
say, though  the  rudest  noble  of  that  rude  sge,  was 
surprised  into  something  like  respect  by  the  uncon- 
cerned and  majestic  mien  of  her,  whom  he  had  ex- 
pected to  find  frantic  with  impotent  passion,  or  dis- 
solved in  useless  and  vain  sorrow^  or  overwheUned 
with  the  fears  likely  in  such  a  situation  to  assail 
fSsdlen  royalty. 

"  We  fear  we  have  detained  you,  my  Lord  of  Linde- 
say," aaid  the  Queen,  while  she  curteeied  with  dignity 
in  answer  to  his  reluctant  obeisance;  " but  a  female 
does  not  willingly  receive  her  visiters  widiout  some 
minutes  spent  at  the  toilette.  Men,  my  lord,  are  less 
dependent  on  such  ceremonies." 

Lord  Lindesay,  casting  his  eye  down  on  his  own 
travel-stained  and  disordered  dress,  muttered  some- 
thing of  a  hasty  joumev,  and  the  Queen  paid  her 
greeUng  to  Sir  Robert  Melvilla  with  courtesy,  and 
even,  as  it  seemed,  with  kindness.  There  was  then 
a  dead  pause,  during  which  Lindesay  k>oaed  towards 
the  door,  as  if  expecting  with  iropauence  the  col- 
league of  their  embassy.  The  Queen  alone  was  en- 
tirely unembarrassed,  and,  as  if  to  break  the  silence^ 
she  addressed  Lord  Lindesay^  with  a  glance  at  the 
large  and  cumbrous  sword  which  he  wore,  ss  already 
mentioned,  hanging  from  his  neck. 

"  You  have  there  a  tniacy  and  a  weighty  travsUuit 


ecrnipflnkm,  mr  lorl  I  tmt  jan  meetad  to  inaec 
with  no  enemy  hcra^  tgtinst  whom  such  a  formidable 
weapon  could  be  neceeaary  7  It  ia,  methink8|  eomo' 
what  a  singular  ornament  for  a  eoart,  though  I  am, 
aa  I  well  need  to  be,  too  much  of  a  Stewart  to  fear  a 
aword." 

**lt  ia  not  the  first  time^  madam,"  replied  Lindesajr, 
bringing  round  the  weapon  so  aa-to  rest  its  point  on 
the  ground,  and  leaning  one  hand  on  the  huge  cross- 
handle,  "H  is  not  tbu  first. time  that  this  weapon 
Has  intruded  itself  into  the  presence  of  the  House  of 
Stewart." 

"Poasibly,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Queen,  **U  may 
hare  done  service  to  my  aneestors— ¥our  ancestors 
were  men  of  loyalty." 

"Ay,  madam,"  replied  he,  "senrioe  it  hath  done; 
but  such  ns  kings  love  neither  to  acknowledge  nor  to 
rewnnl.  It  was  the  service  which  the  knife  renders 
to  the  treu  when  trimmmgit  to  the  quick,  anddepriv- 
mg  it  of  the  superfluous  growth  of  rank  and  unfruitful 
tuckers,  which  rob  it  of  nourishment." 

"  Voii  talk  riddles,  my  lord,"  said  Marvj  "I  will 
ho^  the  explanation  carriea  nothing  ihsulimg  with 
it.  0 

**  Vou  shall  judge,  madam/l  anawered  Lindeaay. 
'*  With  this  good  sword  was  Archibald  .Douglas, 
Rarl  of  Angus,  girded  on  the  memorable  dsy  when 
he  acquired  the  name  of  Bell-the-Cat,  for  dragging 
nom  the  presence  of  your  great-gnndfather,  the 
third  James  of  the  race,  a  crew  of  miniona,  flatterers, 
and  favouritea,  whom  he  hanged  over  the  bridge  of 
Lauder,  as  a  warning  to  such  reptiles  how  they 
approach  a  Scottish  throne.  With  this  same  weapon, 
the  same  inflexible  champion  of  Scottish  honour  and 
nobilitv,  slew  at  one  Wow  Spena  of  Kilspindie.  a 
nmruof  tit  yuuT  i^jnw\hiht*j.  Jnmts  i\i*-  Pourth,  who 
hud  dantl  to  t[n*ak  Hubtlv  ttf  liim  m  the  royal 
prt»<?j»c* .  Til  t^f  (oQfsh  I  m  M  r  t  h  r  lu '  H  /w  1 1'  Pala :  and 
|tt.|l-thc-Cnn  with  iluH  b)^lllt^  H\vn\i-\  through  the 
ihiitJmf  liisioptumrnt,  nnd  Krjijif^]  ihfl  hryh  as  easily 
ft»  n  fthrfflii'Pcrft  Iwjy  9Mm  n  twi«  (nnu  n  napling." 

"My  bfd,"  r^'pjied  tbc  UiiGtn^  n-^ii'aning,  **  my 
r>i*rv*^fc  nrv  trxj  arjod  to  \w  akirmc*}  rv-ih  by^  this  ter- 
rible htHh>ry— Mflv  I  auk  huw  a  Lln^ki  ^o  illustnona 
pASD«d  fffim  the  flouw  f>f  DouRlaB  to  tlnit  of  Linde- 
aay l—Melhinks  ii  ahuuld  h^vr  tk?fii  T'fi  served  aaa 
oonacernt^d  rrli^^  by  a  family  w\w  hn\r  licld  all  that 
ih«v  eould  do  a^dtiist  their -kLtig,  to  ba  di*tw  in  favoiir 

"Nny,  mftfbm"  Bait!  Melvillst  nn^ioualy  inter- 
ferfng,  **nsk  not  ihnt  ntKjpiion  cif  Lonl  Lindeaay— 
And  you,  my  lord,  for  shame— for  decency— forbear 
to  reply  to  it" 

"  It  IS  time  that  this  lady  should  hear  the  truth," 
replied  Lindesay. 

^*  And  be  assured/*  said  the  dueen,  **  that  ahe  will 
be  moved  to  anger  by  none  that  you  can  tell  her,  my 
kml.  There  are  coses  in  which  just  scorn  haa  alwaya 
the  masteiT  over  hist  anger." 

^  Then  know,"  aaki  Lindeaay  "  that  upon  the  field 
of  Carberry-hill,  when  that  false  and  infamous  traitor 
and  murderer,  James,  some  time  Earl  of  Bothwell, 
and  nicknamed  Duke  of  Orkney,  offered  to  do  personal 
battle  with  any  of  the  asaociated  noblea  who  came  to 
drag  him  to  iustice.  I  accepted  his  challenge,  and  was 
by  the  nobfe  Earl  of  Morton  gifted  witti  his  good 
aword  that  I  might  therewith  tight  it  out— An  I  ao 
help  me  Heaven,  had  hia  presumption  been  one  grain 
more,  or  his  cowardice  one  grain  lees,  I  should  have 
done  Buch  work  with  thia  good  steel  on  his  traitorous 
corpse,  that  the  hounds  and  carrion-crows  ahould 
have  found  their  moraels  daintily  carved  to  their 
use?" 

The  Queen's  eouraoe  well  nigh  gave  way  at  the 
mention  of  Bothwelra  name— a  name  connected 
with  Buch  a  train  of  guilt  shame,  and  disaster.  But 
the  prolonged  boast  of  Lindesay  gave  her  time  to 
«allv  herseff,  and  to  answer  witli  an  appearance  of 
cold  onnteinpt— **  It  is  easy  to  elay  an  enemy  who 
enters  not  the  lists.  But  had  Mary  Steward  inherited 
her  father's  sword  as  well  aa  his  sceptre,  the  boldest 
of  her  rebels  should  not  upon  that  day  have  oom- 
plaintjd  that  they  had  no  one  to  cope  withal.  Your 
"mialiip  wiL  wrgiva  me  if  I  •bridge  this  con- 


ffTfWcf:.    A  bncf  lieacrmtioD  of  a  bloodr  4gBt  m  lo 

in^h  ioBititfy  a  isor'ti  runtwty ;  and  unbaa  tuf 
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/  Lind^fiay  ha*  aotnethir^  mote  iaiDortant  tc 
b  ihnn  of  ihc  dp^ii  which  old  B^Al- the-<?al 
fMfj,.v^v^,  and  hftwhewi>uW  himself  hfiF« emulated 
rh  !!?.  liod  um^  and  ud^  rjermitietL  we  wilf  r«<tir«  Ui 
(  itc  ApitrtrrTirnt,  tktid  you,  flc^Lm$;  ih«ll  Ikiftdi 

]  e^j  u»  vandtrr  liiik  treatit^  D*»  H^dtfitumM^ 

'  Tiirry;  mndftm/'  wnid  Liridesay*  hia  complexion 
tMtmnfs  in  bin  uitiii  'I  know  your  ^<4  wit  too 
v^iU  uf  old  fjj;  biiv!*  istmfKhi  sn  iij6«Tf»ew  that  yon 
rr^iuhf  nhrini«n  t£»  t^dge  at  ih«  i^ipenK'  of  ro;r  bonon]'. 
Lrjid  llmhtt  n  flod  myMlf,  with  Sir  Kobvti  MdviJk 
n^  n  ronfmr'Tit,  rmrnp  to  voirr  Grace  on  the  p&n  ol 
jii.'  Hi''f'tt'i  ( ^fMiTHil,  to  fi-nf\er  ro  ynti  whii  much  am*- 
r  r  arih  tJir  v^frtv  ttl   vQiirown  hf(^  and  lbs  WdfaiV  Oif 

"  Tilt    Secret  CtTtjiicil  ?"   fisicj   the  Q.uee-fi  t    **  bf 

wlirhT  powrrn  can  it  wuhnr^i  or  uri,  while  L  th^tk 

ic  hofdi  ira  rbrnmcfir,  nm  hpt^  dfifBinKfuiiilcr 

I  <  ^Imifit  7    l?iif  it  tnnf tere  nol— whrtt  conoema 

\-\rt!  of  i^cfitlfirjd  »haM  be  a^^c^piable  to  MaiT 

>  !■  <^  iirt,  eome  from  ia  boTcver  qiinrter  ii  will--^»d  for 

lvll;^t   ftmecmn  her  own   lifi-,  she   ba»  lived    long 

*  fujtigl)  lo  be  Vfwiiy  of  it.  even  at  the  m^  of  iwentv* 

fivfl. "Where  is  your  coUeague,  my  lord—why  tamei 

"  Ho  camea^  mndam,"   paid  Mp|vi||4%  and  LoftT 

Riirhveneinerr'd  nt  the  mmant,  holding  in  his  hand  a 

I'll  krf.    A*  tht!  Quptn  rpTurTHxJ  Ins  i^alqtarion,  she 

."  dt-ndly  pfliN\  but  iiiiEsntly  rw^overtd  hmeU 

ifftfotij^rtnd  ^uddto  rritolutioiip  jt^nt  aa  the 

v^hr>f*e  spjit-aranrt]  seemed  it>  eKcitc  such  •^lo- 

liijj^M  in  htfr  btj^ofnt  timened    Hw  flr;4rtm£dt  in  ootn> 

pany  wiJh  GiMUiff'  Dounlas,  th*?  ymmgesi  son  of  tba 

Xiiii)L*ht  ofLocblevL-n,  whrjv  durint?  ihe  abpence  of  hii 

iritbor  and  brethren,  «ctcd  »«  SeneA^hal  yf  the  Cuatk 

ijT}ilrr  the  djriiction  of  tb^  elder  Lady  Loch  lev  en,  hii 

(utKlt's  mothcrr. 


CHAPTKR  XXn, 

I  ri*«  tlvii  hcBi'f  wfiiftkt  fram  vWmy  hmmd^ 
And  itwt  uavaiAtlf  «:<,'ptTT  fruati  my  tiwuli 
Willi  mtucoun  UmtN  I  vt'fl>|]  mtBr  nyy  hniUk^ 
Villi  Ui)  own  Tiarni  1  rfivo  h^m  my  rfo^n, 

Willi  mititD^ifi]  brcAth  »leaH  ill  atiteoui  nitilK 

B.leiur4  IL 

IjObd  RcTtinn*  had  the  loaM  and  bcflring  which 
bteamc?  a  soldier  and  a  eintppmnnt  tir>d  th^  moriial 
caiitof  hii  form  and  features  firo<*urt'd  him  ibi?  poptilar 
i-pHbet  of  GrLn^sif^il^  by  which  he  v  na  dimt^jk^mhed 
by  liiH  iniinifvtf^,  after  ibc  hereof  a  mHri^^al  romaneo 
then  frrnprallv  known.  His  dre*«,  which  wa?  n  buff- 
cofit  c'nibrvjjiforL^d,  had  n.  half-tnibtiiry  cbaracfer^  but 
etbibit^d  nfjthin^j  of  the  sordid  negligence  which  die- 
tiriRui^thefl  tbnt  of  LindtrEay.  But  the  ton  of  an  ill- 
tnied  »ifv»  and  the  fniberof  a  yet  moro  tinformoate 
family^  bon^  in  bifl  look  that  cast  of  intiuf^pidouft  mfl- 
Irineboly,  by  which  tho  physiy^ti mists  of  thai  time 
pTi-tcnded  to  di?tinatii*h  those  who  were  prcKh^tinijd 
to  H  violent  Jutid  unliappy  deatb. 

TliP'  ferrrir  which  i\w  pre*eneo  of  this  r^obleman 
iinprs=«?ri  on  thcQuecVs  mind,  atoiiefrom  the  ad* w" 
shan^  hti  bar  I  borne  in  thcslrtu^ht^rof  David  Rizuof 
hifi  father  havtu^*  prteided  at  theT>cTiketrfttion  ofthif 
Jibominabb  crimci,  aMhouich  bo  weak  fmm  bngjUKl 
wnsliifg  illiiM  that  he  ct«iild  not  cndtiretbe  vmtkt 
of  biii  errtioiir,  having?  arisen  from  a  9ick-b?d  to  oom- 
n^it  a  innrdPF  in  the  pres^tict  of  Hie  &50v*f*fiHn,  On 
that  occasion  hia  wrn  s^Bo  had  attended  atid  tAkvn  an 
jictiv©  parL  It  wae  tiitle  to  be  wondered  at,  xhm  ihp 
Queen,  <;onwidprinc  her  conduion  when  such  a  drad 
of  h error  waa  acted  m  her  presence,  should  rr'tain  tn 
insrinrtive  terror  for  th*  pnnripaJ  nciun*  m  iht  imtr 
drr.  She  tcturjiedf  howevtr,  wnb  grace  tbi^  suluiuttcin 
Hif  Lofd  Ruthven,  and  extended  hpr  hand  to  Geofjia 
f)oui;t:is^  who  kntielftit  nnd  kiafted  il  with  rtapetitj 
Thoftn^t  fiitirk  of  a  Guhject'a  horn  age  whir  h  Roiatid 
Gnr)np>  bad  «cen  ativ  of  ib<  tii  render  to  ihi-  rapuw 
^Sovtrct^n,  fiho  n:'(Limiil  ^  •■  ■"■  ■-•- in  ssih^nr-.-,  ao.J 
there  waa  a  brief  pauae,  duiuig  vviiivh  Uio  aUib^dtMlU 
f  the  oastkk  a  maji  of  a  aad  blow  and  a  aevcn  9 A 
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pbeadt,  mider  daoi^  DmUatf  9  ^firadbnii  a  table 
i(id  writiriff  materials:  aiKTIhe  page,  obedient  to  hit 
vistreM'sdumb  ngnal,  advanced  a  larasehair  to  the 
iide  on  which  the  Queen  stood,  the  table  tfaas  form- 
ing a  sort  of  bar  which  divided  the  Qaeen  and  her 
personal  foDowers  from  her  unwelcome  visiters^  The 
flseward  then  withdrew  after  a  low  reverence.  When 
he  had  closed  the  door  behind  him,  the  Queen  broke 
•fence—"  With  yoor  favour,  my  lords,  I  will  sii— my 
^ralks  are  not  ind^  extensive  enough  at  weeent  to 
fatigue  me  grsatt^,  ret  I  find  rq)ose  somethmg  more 
DecQssary  than  usiial." 

She  si'  down  a^cordinpdy*  and,  leading  her  eheek 
with  her  beautiful  hand  looked  keenly  and  imprea- 
lively  at  each  of  the  nobles  in  turn.  Mary  Fleming 
applied  her  kerchief  to  her  eyes,  and  Catherine  Sexton 
and  Roland  Ghnsme  exchanged  a  glance,  which 
showed  that  both  were  too  cieeply  eng^rossed  with 
sentiments  of  interest  and  commisseration  for  their 
royal  mistress,  to  think  of  any  thing  which  regarded 
themselves. 

**I  wait  the  purpose  of  your  mission,  mv  lords," 
aak]  the  Queen,  after  she  had  been  seated  for  about 
a  minute  without  a  word  being  R)6ken,— "  I  wait  yovr 
message  from  those  vou  call  tne  Secret  Council.—I 
trust  it  is  a  petition  of^pardon,  and  a  desire  that  I  will 
resume  my  rightfhl  throne,  without  usrng  with  due 
severity  my  right  of  punishing  those  who  have  dis- 
possessed me  of  it  ?" 

^  Madam."  replied  Rathven,  "it  is  painfol  for  us  to 
speak  harsh  truths  to  a  Princess  who  has  long  ruled 
as.  But  we  come  to  oAeT,  not  to  implore,  pardon.  In 
a  word,  madam,  we  have  to  propose  to  you  on  the  part 
of  the  Secret  Council,  that  you  sign  these  deeds,  which 
will  contribute  greatly  to  the  pacifk;ation  of  the  state, 
the  advancement  of  God's  word,  and  the  weUhie  of 
four  own  future  life." 

**  Am  I  expected  to  take  these  fair  words  on  trust, 
mr  lord  7  or  may  I  hear  the  contents  of  these  recon- 
eifing  papers,  ere  I  am  asked  to  sign  them  T* 

'* unquestionably,  madam}  it  is  oor  jpurpose  and 
wish  vou  should  read  what  you  are  required  to  sign," 
replied  Kuthven. 

,*  Required?"  replied  the  Queen,  with  some  empha- 
sis:  ''  but  the  phrase  suits  well  the  matter— read,  my 
lord." 

The  Lord  Ruthven  proceeded  to  read  a  formal  in- 
•tniment,  running  in  the  Queen's  name,  and  setting 
forth  that  she  had  been  called,  at  an  early  age,  to  the 
administration  of  the  crown  and  realm  of  Scotland, 
and  had  toiled  diligently  therein,  until  she  was  in  body 
and  spirit  so  weaned  out  and  disgusted,  that  she  was 
finable  any  longer  to  endure  the  travail  and  pain  of 
State  affairs;  and  that  smee  God  had  blessed  her 
with  a  fair  and  hopeful  eon,  she  was  desirous  to  en- 
sure to  him,  even  while  she  yet  lived,  his  succession 
to  the  crown,  which  was  his  by  right  of  hereditary 
descent.  "Wherefore,"  the  instnwneni  proceeded. 
"  we.  of  the  motherly  af^tion  we  bear  to  our  said 
•on,  nave  renounced  and  demitted,  and  by  these  our 
letters  of  free  good-will,  renoimoe  and  demit,  the 
Crown,  government,  and  guiding  of  tho  realm  of 
ScodandTin  favour  of  our  said  son.  that  he  may  suc- 
ceed to  us  as  native  Prince  thereof,  as  much  as  if  we 
had  been  removed  by  disease,  and  not  by  our  own 
iNroper  act.  And  that  this  demisaibn  of  our  royal  au- 
thority may  have  the  more  foil  and  solenrn  efTeot,  and 
none  pretend  ignorance,  we  give,  grant,  and  commit, 
All  and  f^  and  plam  power  to  our  trusty  cousins. 
Lord  Lindesayofthe  Byres,  and  William  Lord  Ruth- 
in, to  appear  in  our  name  before  as  many  of  Che  no- 
Wity,  clergy,  and  burgesses,  as  may  be  assembled  at 
Staling,  and  there^  in  oar  name  and  behalf,  publicly, 
«nd  hi  then'  presence,  10  rsnonnee  the  Crown,  gm- 
danta  and  government  of  this  our  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land.*' , 

The  Queen  hero  broke  bi  with  an  air  of  extreme 
anrprise.  **  How  is  this,  my  lords?"  she  said ;  *^  Are 
my  ears  turned  rebels,  that  they  deceive  me  with 
aounds  so  extraordinary?— And  yet  it  is  bo  wonder 
lllat,  having  conversed  so  long  with  rebelliort,  they 
'thoiud  now  force  its  langUagaupon  my  undeivtQad- 
ing.  Say  I  am  mistaken^  my  lords— saV,  for  the 
4Miaar«ii'  younslvss  and  tlis^Saoiilah  aoUUly  that. 
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my  Tight  traHf  ooasnM  <^  Lmdisaf  ttnd  Rulhvsil^ 
two  barons  of  warlike  fame  and  ancient  line^  bava 
not  sought  the  prison-house  of  their  kind  mistiess  km 
such  a  purpose  as  these  worda  seem  to  imply.  S^ay^ 
for  the  sake  of  honour  and  loyahy,  that  ny  ears  hava 
deceived  me." 

"No,  madam,"  said  Ruthven  graved,  "your  sari 
do  not  deceive  you—they  deceived  you  when  they 
were  closed  against  the 'preachers  of  the  evaagele, 
and  ^e  honest  advice  of  your  faithful  sulgeets ;  aad 
when  they  were  ever  open  to  flattery  of  pick- thanks 
and  traitors,  foreign  cubiculars  and  domeadc  minionSi 
The  land  may  no  kmgcr  brook  tho  rule  of  one  wha 
cannot  rule  herself;  wherefore  I  pray  you  ta  complt 
with  the  last  remaining  wish  of  your  subjects  aad 
counselors,  and  spare  yourself  and  us  the  fm'ther  agi« 
tation  of  matters  so  painful." 

"  And  is  this  all  my  loving  subjects  require  of  roe^ 
my  lord  ?"  said  Mary,  in  a  tone  of  bitter  irony.  *^  D6 
they  really  stint  themselves  to  the  easy  boon  that  I 
should  yidd  up  the  crown,  which  is  mine  by  birtb^ 
rixht,  to  an  infant  which  is  scarcely  more  than  ayeaff 
old— fling  down  my  sceptre,  and  take  up  a  diatan?^ 
O  no !  it  is  too  Uttle  for  there  to  ask— That  ether  roll 
of  parchment  contains  something  harder  to  beooro« 
plied  with,  and  which  may  more  nighly  tax  my  raadit 
ness  to  comply  with  the  petitions  01  my  lieges.**        , 

'^  This  parchment,'?  answered  RuUiven,  ia  ihesame 
tone  of  inflexible  gravity,  and  unfolding  the  inscnh 
ment  as  he  spoke,  "  is  one  by  which  your  Grace  con- 
stitutes your  nearest  in  blood,-  and  the  most  honoar* 
able  and  trustworthy  of  your  subjects,  James,  Earl  ot 
Murray,  Regent  of  the  kingdom  during  the  minori^ 
of  the  youn;2;  King.  He  already  holds  the  appoint* 
ment  from  the  Secret  Council." 

The  Queen  gave  a  sort  of  shriek,  and  clapping  her 
hands  together,  exclaimed,  "  Comes  the  arrow  out  of 
his  quiTerl— out  of  my  brother's  bow 7— Alas!  I 
looked  for  his  return  from  France  as  my  sole,  at  least 
my  reediest,  chance  of  deliverance.— And  yet,  when  I 
heard  that  he  had  assumed  the  government,  I  gussaad 
he  would  shame  to  wield  it  in  my  name." 

"I  must  pray  your  answer,  madam."  said  Lord 
Ruthven,  ^*to  ihederaand  of  the  Council." 

"The  demand  of  the  Coaneill"  said  the  Queen t 
"  say  rather  the  demand  of  a  set  of  robbers,  impatiaal 
to  divide  the  spoil  they  have  seized.  To  such  a  de* 
niHind,  and  sent  by  the  mouth  of  a  traitor,  wl^osa 
sealp,  but  for  my  womanish  mercy,  should  long  m — 
have  stood  on  the  city  gates,  Mary  of  Seolland  1 
no  answer." 

*^I  trust,  madam,"  said  Lord  Ruthven,  **  my  beiiur 
Unacceptable  to  voor  presence  will  not  add  lo  youa 
obduracy  of  resolution.  It  may  become  you  to  ror 
member  that  the  death  of  theatnion.  Risxio^  cost  tea- 
house of  Ruthven  its  head  and  leader.  My^  fathen. 
more  worthy  than  a  whole  province  of  sueh  vdssyo^r 
phants,  died  in  exile,  and  broken-hearted." 

The  Queen  daspea  her  hands  on  herfaoev  and  resM 
ing  her  arms  on  the  tabl&  stooped  down  het  head 
and  wept  so  bitterly,  that  the  tears  were  seea  to  find' 
their  way  in  streams  between  the  wbits  and  slender 
fim9i*rs  with  which  she  endeavoured  to  conceal  thsmt 

'^  My  lords^"  said  Sir  Robert  Melville,  "  this  is  too 
much  rigour.  Under  yoor  lordships*  fovour,  we  casns 
hither,  not  to  revive  old  griefs,  hal  to  fiad  the  mods 
of  avoiding  new  ones." 

'*Sir  Rokjert  Melville,''  said  Rathveik  *'wa  basl 
know  for  what  purpose  we  wece  delegated  hither,  and 
wherefore  you  were  somewhat  unneeessarily  sent  to 
attend  us.**^ 

"  Nay,  by  my  hand,"  said  Lord  Liadesay,  **  I  know 
not  why  we  were  cumbered  with  the  gocw  knu^l^ 
unless  he  comes  in  phios  of  the  lump  of  ^ugar  wmoh 
pothiears  put  into  their  wholesome  but  bitter  modiea 
menlB,  to^  please  a  Iroward  child— a  needless  laonaii 
raethinka,  where  men  have  the  means  to  make  llieli| 
swallow  the  physic  otherwise. ** 

"Nay,  my  lords,"  said  Melville,  *'je  best  know 
your  own  secret  instructions.  I  conceive  I  shall  best- 
obey  mine  in  striving  to  mediate  between  her  CSraoa 
and  you."  1 

"  Be  silent.  Sir  Robert  BCdville,"  said  the  Qussi^ 
arising^ and  her  foce sail g/owin^witk  pfftatioBiir 
65* 
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traitors  sboold  have  power  to  moTe  me  thoe.— T 
■M,  proud  lorda,"  she  added,  wiping  away  tbe  tea 
as  ne  qiwke,  *  bjr  what  earthly  warrant  can  lie 


'Mr  fccrd&C  FleaiBK-*!  ikmam  that 
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■ubiects  pretend  to  challenffe  the  rights  of  an  anoint- 
ed Soveretxn— u>  throw  off  the  all^iance  they  have 
««wed,  and  to  take  away  tbe  crown  from  the  head  on 
irhich  Divine  warrant  had  placed  itT* 

"*  Madam,"  said  Rnthven,  "*  I  wiU  deal  plainly  with 
y«ii.  Yoor  leign,  from  the  dismal  fien  of  Pinkie- 
eleacli,  when  yon  were  a  babe  in  the  cradle,  till  now 
that  ye  stand  a  grown  dame  before  ua.  hath  been  such 
a  tragedy  of  losses,  disaatcsra,  civil  giaaeniBona  and 
t>reign  wara.  that  the  like  is  not  to  be  found  :*!  oar 
ehronideB.  The  French  and  ELngliah  have,  with  one 
consent,  made  Scotland  the  battle-field  on  which  to 
Bfiit  out  their  own  ancient  quarret.—For  oorselvea. 
every  man*8  hand  hath  been  against  his  brother,  nor 
hath  a  year  passed  over  without  rebellion  snd  slaugh- 
ter, exile  of  nobles,  and  oppressing  of  the  oommonsi 
We  may  endure  it  no  longer;  and.  therefore,  as  a 
prinoe,  ro  whom  God  hath  rafuaed  the  gift  of  heark* 
ening  to  wise  counsel,  and  on  whoae  dealings  and 
^Mojeets  no  blessing  hsth  everdeeoended,  we  orav  you 
to  give  way  toother  nde  and  governance  of  the  land, 
that  a  remnant  mav  yet  be  saved  to  thia  distracted 
realm.'* 

**My  kud,'*  said  Mary,  ''it  seems  to  me  that  j^ou 
"flin^  on  my  unhappy  and  devoted  head  those  evils, 
^wfaich,  with  fsr  more  justice,  1  may  impute  to  your 
owa  turbulent,  wikl,  and  untameable  dispositions— 
tfae  frantic  violenoe  with  which  you,  the  Magnates  of 
"Scotland,  enter  into  feuds  against  esch  other,  stick- 
•ng  at  no  cruelty  to  gratify  your  wrath,  taking  deep 
revenge  for  the  slightest  oflenees,  and  setting  at  de5- 
Uice  (nose  wise  laws  which  vour  ancestors  made  for 
#ta»ehing  of  such  cruelty,  lebeliing  against  the  law- 
ful authority,  and  bearing,  yonrselvea  as  if  there  wete 
4IO  lung  in  the  land ;  or  rather  as  if  each  were  king 
m  (us  own  premises.  And  now  you  throw  the  blame 
cit  me— on  mc,  whose  life  hss  been  embitteted— 
whose  sleep  has  been  broken—whose  hsppiness  has 
bssn  wrecked,  bv  your  dissensions.  Have  I  net  my- 
self been  obliflBd  to  travprse  wiUs  and  moootaina,  at 
-the  bead  of  a  lew  faithlbl  followers,  to  maintain  peace 
«nd  to  put  down  oppression  1  Have  I  not  worn  har- 
ness on  my  person,  and  carried  piatob  st  my  saddle; 
4ain  to  lay  aside  the  softness  of  s  womsn,  and  the 
dignitrof  a  Queen,  that  I  laight  show  an  example  lo 
«iv  folk)  were  T* 

^We  grant,  madam,"  aaid  Lindesay,  "that  the 
«fl^y8  occasumed  bv  yoor  miagovemroeat,  mav 
•ometnocs  have  surtlcd  you  in  the  midst  of  a  mask 
or  galliard ;  or  it  may  be  that  soch  may  have  inter- 

3 ted  tbeak>latryofthema8s,or  thejpsuiticalcottn- 
I  of  some  French  ambassador.  But  the  kmgest 
asid  asfeitst  journey  which  yoor  Grace  has  taken  in 
ny  memory,  waafiom  Hawiek  to  Hermitage  Castle; 
wmd  vrhether  it  was  for  the  weal  of  the  State,  or  for 
font  swn  honour,  rests  vrich   your   Graoe^s  eon- 

The  Queen  taraed  to  him  with  tnexpreaable  sweet- 
ness of  tone  and  manner,  and  that  engaang  kiok 
which  Heaven  had  assigned  her,  ss  if  to  snow  that 
IbscfaoiceBt  arts  to  win  inen's  sffectkms  may  be  given 
HI  vain.  ''Lindesay,"  ahe  said,  "  you  spoke  not  ts 
me  in  this  stem  tone,  and  with  soch  scorril  taunt, 
MM  foir  sunmer  evening,  whoi  yon  snd  I  shot  at  the 
MNtvanainst  the  Rarl  of  Mar  and  Mary  Livingstone; 
•nd  won  (tf  them  the  evening's  collation,  in  the  pirvy 
garden  of  Saint  Andrewa.    The  Msster  of  Lindesay 


w«^  then  my  friend,  and  vowed  to  be  ray  aoUier. 
How  I  have  oAended  the  Lord  of  Lindesay.  I  know 
L^snleas  honows  have  changed  mawMrs." 
f  ardMearted  as  be  wsa.  Lindessy  seemed  struck 
isiih  th**  unexpected  sopeal,  bat  ahnoet  instantly  re- 
flied  **  Madam,  it  is  wefl  known  that  rssrOraee  could 
10  those  daya  make  fools  of  whomever  spproacbed 
fpo.  I  pretsiMl  not  to  have  been  wiser  then  others. 
«st  gavar  meivand  better  ooortiera  aoon  jostled  aaide 
my  ruds  homi^re,  and  I  think  yoor  Grace  cannot  bat 
remember  tiroea,  when  my  awkward  attenpta  to 
sake  the  aaantnrs  that  pleased  3roo,  vrere  the  sport  of 
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"My  fonL  1  Qievsff  I  hsffe  o6epdsd  9M  tbi«M«|l 
ktlegsyety,''  said  the  Uneen;  **aM  can  hst  ssy  it 
was  most  unwitdngljr  done.  Von  are  folly  reveoffMl  i 
for  through  gayety,^  aaid  aha  with  a  eijgh. "  vnU  1 
never  ofiond  any  one  more;'* 

"Our  time  is  wsstiog,  madam,**  ssid  Lord  Rotk- 
ven;  "1  must  pray  your  decision  on  this  weig;biy 
matter  which  I  nave  submitted  to  you.'* 

"Whst.  my  lofdr  said  the  Q^tem,  "upon  lbs 
instant,  and  without  a  iiMmisat*a  taue  to  deliberaiel 
—Can  the  Council,  as  they  term  themselves,  expect 
this  of  me  f* 

"Madam,"  rcpUed  Rothven,  " theCoondPhoU  the 
opinion,  that  since  the  fatal  term  which  paaeed  bm* 
twixt  the  night  of  King  Henry's  murder  and  the  day 
of  Carberry-hill,  your  Grace  abould  have  held  yoa 
prepared  for  tbe  measure  now  proposed,  as  tbe  esoest 
escime  from  your  numerous  dancers  and  difficultieaL.'' 

" Great  God r exclaimed  the  Queen;  "and  is  it  as 
a  boon  that  you  propose  to  me^  what  every  Chrisiiaa 
king  ought  to  regsra  as  a  loss  of  honour  equal  lo  the 
loaa  of  lie  I— You  take  from  me  my  cro wil  my  power, 
my  sobiecta,  my  wealth,  my  stale.  What,  m  the 
name  oi  every  ssint^  can  ypo  ofler,  or  do  you  ofler,  ia 
requital  of  my  oomplaanoer' 

We  give  you  pardon,"  answered  Ruihven  atemly, 
"  we  give  yoo  spsoeand  means  lo  spend  your  reroain- 
ing  lite  in  penitenoe  and  aecluaion— we  g^\e  you  time 
to  make  your  peace  with  Heaven,  and  to  reeeive  ths 
pore  <Jospei  which  you  have  ever  rejected  and  perse* 
cuted." 

Tbe  Qooen  turned  pale  at  the  menace  which  this 

rfch^  aa  well  as  the  rough  and  indexMe  tonea  ol 
speaker,  seemed  diatinctly  to  infer—"  And  if  l/U 
not  comply  with  your  reooeai  so  fiercdy  urged,  my 
lord,  what  then  foUowa?^ 

She  said  this  in  a  voice  in  which  female  and  natural 
frar  was  contending  with  the  feelings  of  ineal  ted  dig- 
nity.—There  was  a  pause,  as  if  no  one  cared  to  return 
to  the  ouestion  a  disiioct  answer.  At  length  Ruth- 
ven  spoke:  "  There  is  liftle  need  to  tell  to  your  Grsce^ 
who  sre  well  read  both  la  the  laws  and  in  thechron^ 
clesof  the  realm,  that  murder  and  adultery  are  Crimea 
for  which  sre  now  queens  themselves  have  sufibrud 
death,** 

*  And  where,^  my  lord,  or  how,  found  you  an  acc« 
aation  ao  bomble,  againat  her  who  stands  before 
you  T*  aaid  Queen  Mary.    "The  foul  and  odious  ca 
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stem  Lotd  Rothven,  "  thsn  the  enamcless  mamafls 
betwixt  the  widow  of  the  murdered  and  tbe  leader  ot 
the  band  of  murderere !— They  that  Joined  haoda  is 
the  foied  month  of  May.  had  already  united  hearts 
atid  counsel  in  the  deed  which  preceded  that  mar- 
riace  b«i  a  fow  brief  weeks." 
^^y  ford,  my  kkd  r*  said  die  Queen,  eageHy,  "  to- 
member  well  there  were  more  eonaenta  than  mme  is 
that  fotal  umon,  that  most  unhsppy  set  of  a  most  un- 
hsppy  life.  The  evil  steps  adopted  by  aovereigna  are 
often  the  anggestinn  of  bad  couaaeOon;  hut  theaa 


counaellon  are  worae  than  fienda  who  tempt  and  bs> 
tray,  if  they  themaelvea  are  the  firat  to  call  their  imh 
fortunate  princes  lo  answer  for  tbe  consequences  of 
their  own  advice.— Heard  ye  never  of  a  bond  by  ths 
nobles,  my  fords,  reoomroending  that  iD-foied  union 
to  the  ill-foted  Mary?  Methinka,  were  it  carefrdly 
examined,  we  ahouki  aee  that  ttie  names  of  Hortof^ 
and  of  Lindeaay,  and  of  Ruthven,  may  be  found  in 
that  bond,  which  preaaed  me  to  marry  that  unharpy 
man.— Ah  I  atout  and  loyal  Lord  Hernes,  who  never 
knew  fmile  or  dishonour,  yoa  bent  your  noble  knee  is 
me  in  vain,  to  warn  me  of  ray  danger,  and  wen  yat 
the  firet  to  draw  thy  good  sword  in  m^  cause  whei^I 


tne  tint  to  draw  tuy  good  sword  m  my  cause  wnen  t 
altered  for  negfoetmg  thy  sounsell  Faithful  knigh* 
and  true  noble,  what  a  difierenos  betwix*  thee  and 
those  oounsdiore  of  evil,  who  now  threaten  my  lifii 
for  having  follen  into  the  anarea  they  apread  for  me  P* 
"  Madam,'*  assd  Rothven,  "  ws  know  that  yon  an 
an  ormor ,  and  pcfhapa  for  thai  reason  the  Council 
has  sent  hither  men,  whoeeoonvtfss  hath  been  mora 
wth  ihn  wni^  than  iritih  tnsksffiaci  of  ths  sohoofo 
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or  the  cabals  of  state.    We  bat  desire  to  know  if;  on 
assurance  of  lifo  and  honour,  ye  will  demit  the  rule  ulf 
iliis  kinfffioni  of  Scotland?'' 
"  And  Nvlmt  warrant  have  I,"  said  the  Queen,  "that 

te  will  kt-ep  treaty  with  nie,  if  1  should  barter  my 
in^ly  estate  for  seclusion,  and  leave  to  weep  in 
■ecret  7" 

"Our  honour  and  our  word,  madam,"  answered 
Ruthven. 

"  They  are  too  slight  and  unsolid  pledses,  my  lord," 
said  the  Quc^n  ;  "  udd  at  least  a  handful  of  thistle- 
down to  give  them  weight  in  the  balance." 

'*  Away,  Ruthven,"  said  Lindcsay ;  "  she  was  ever 
deaf  to  counsel,  save  of  slaves  and  sycophants;  let 
her  n^main  by  her  refusal,  and  abide  by  it !" 

"  Stay,  my  lord,"  said  Sir  Robert  Melville,  '*  oi 
rather  permit  me  to  have  but  a  few  minutes'  private 
audience  with  her  Grace.  If  my  presence  with  you 
could  avail  auj^ht,  it  must  be  as  a  mediator— do  not,  I 
conjure  you,  leave  the  castle,  or  break  off  the  confer- 
ence, until  I  bring  you  word  how  her  Grace  shall 
flnaily  stand  disposed.'* 

''We  will  remain  in  the  hall,"  said  Lindesay,  "for 
half  an  hour's  space;  but  in  dcspisin;;  our  words  and 
our  plinlge  of  honour,  she  has  touched  the  honour  of 
my  name— let  her  look  herself  to  the  course  she  has 
to  pursue.  If  the  half  hour  should  pass  away  with- 
out her  determining  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
the  nation,  her  caroier'will  be  brief  enough." 

With  little  ceremony  tlie  two  nobles  Id't  the  apart- 
ment, traversed  the  vestibule,  and  depcenilcti  the 
winding  stairs^  the  clash  of  Lindesay's  huge  swonl 
being  heard  as  it  rang  against  each  step  in  hisdest^ent.  , 
Geon^u  Douglas  followed  them,  after  exchanging  with 
Melville  a  gesture  of  surprise  and  sympathy. 

As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  thcUue.^n,  giving  way 
to  grieC  fear,  and  agitation,  threw  herself  into  the 
■cat,  wrung  her  hamls,  and  seemed  to  al>andon  her-  j 
■clf  to  de^air.  Her  female  attendants,  weeping 
themselves,  endeavoured  yet  to  uray  her  to  be  com- 
posed, and  Sir  Robert  Melville,  kneeling  at  her  feet, 
made  the  same;  entreaty.  After  giving  way  to  a  pas- 
sionary burst  of  sorrow,  she  at  length  said  to  Melville, 
"Kneel  not  to  me,  Melville— mock  me  not  with  the 
homage  of  the  person,  when  the  heart  is  far  away— 
Why  stay  you  behind  with  the  deposixJ.  thecondenm- 
ed  7  her  who  has  but  f(>w  hours  perchanue  to  live  7 
Vou  have  bt«n  favoured  as  well  as  the  n:sl;  why  do 
you  continue  the  empty  show  of  gratitude  and  thank- 
fulness any  longer  than  thry  ?'' 

"*  Madam,"  said  Sir  Rol>ert  Melville.  '  eo  help  me 
Heaven  at  my  need,  my  heart  is  as  true  to  you  as 
when  you  were  in  your  highest  place." 

**  Tnic  to  me !  true  to  nie  I"  repeated  the  Queen, 
with  some  scorn :  "  tush.  Melville,  what  signifies  the 
truth  which  walks  hand  in  hand  with  my  enemies' 
falsehood  7— thy  hand  and  thy  sword  have  never  been 
•o  well  acciuainted  that  1  can  trust  thee  in  aught 
where  manhood  is  required— O,  Seylon,  for  thy  bold 
father,. who  is  both  wise,  true,  and  valiant !" 

Roland  Grsme  could  withstand  no  longer  his  car- 
nest  desire  to  offer  his  services  to  a  princess  so 
distressed  and  so  beautiful.  "If  one  swoni"  he  said, 
"madam,  can  do  any  thing  to  back  the  wisdom  of 
this  grave  counsellor,  or  to  defend  your  nghtful  cause, 
here  is  my  weapon,  and  here  is  my  hand  ready  to 
draw  and  use  it."  And  raising  his  sword  with  one 
hand,  he  laid  the  other  upon  the  hill. 

As  he  thus  held  up  the  weapon,  Cath'  rine  Seyton 
exclaiinefl,  "  Methinks  I  see  a  token  from  my  father, 
madam :"  and  immediately  crossing  the  apartment, 
she  took  Roland  Gramme  by  the  skirt  of  tlie  cloak, 
and  asked  him  earnestly  whence  he  had  that  sword. 

The  page  answered  wiih  surprise,  "Methinks  this 
is  no  presence  in  which  to  jest— Surely,  damsel,  you 
yourself  best  know  whence  and  howl  obtained  the 
weajKjn." 

*'  is  this  a  time  for  folly  7"  said  Catherine  Seyton; 
"uiisiieathe  the  sword  instantly !" 

"If  the  Qii»!en  commands  me,"  s^d  the  youth, 
k>oking  towards  his  royal  mistress. 

"For  shame,  maiden!"  said  the  Queen;  "wouldst 
diou  instigate  the  poor  boy  to  enter  into  useless  strife 
with  the  two  most  approved  loldien  in  SootlmodT' 


"  In  your  Grace's  cause,"  replteo  the  page,  "  T  will 
venture  my  life  upon  them !"  And  as  ne  spoke,  he 
drew  his  wea;x>n  partly  from  the  Hheath,  and  a  piei^ 
of  parchment,  rolled  around  the  blade,  fi.Il  out  and 
dropped  on  the  floor.  Catharine  Seyton  caught  it  up 
with  eager  haste. 

**It  is  my  father's  handwriting,"  she  said,  "and 
doubtlc:*s  conveys  his  be«t  duteous  advice  to  your 
Majesty;  I  knew  that  it  was  prepared  to  be  si'nt  in 
this  weapon  ;  but  I  expected  another  messenger." 

"  By  my  faith,  fair  on^"  thought  Roland,  "and  if. 
you  knew  not  that  I  had  such  a  secret  missive  about ' 
me,  I  was  yet  more  ignorant." 

The  Queen  cast  her  eye  upon  the  scroll,  and  re- 
mained a  few  minutes  wrapp(>d  in  deep  thought. 
"  Sir  Rolxjrt  Melville,"  she  at  length  said,  "this  scroll 
advises  me  to  submit  mvself  t«)  necessity,  and  to  sub- 
scribe the  defds  these  hard  men  have  brought  witii 
them,  as  one  who  gives  way  to  the  natuml  fear  in- 
spired by  the  threats  of  rebels  and  murderers.  You, 
Sir  Robert,  are  a  wise  man,  and  Se/ton  is  both  saga- 
cious and  Drive.  Neiilier,  I  think,  would  mislead  dm 
in  this  matter." 

"Madam,"  said  Melville,  "if  I  have  not  the 
strength  of  body  of  the  Lonls  Herries  or  Seyton, 
I  will  yield  to  neither  in  zeal  for  your  Majesty's  ser- 
vice. 1  cannot  fight  for  you  like  these  lords,  out  nei- 
ther of  them  is  more  willing  to  die  for  your  service.'* 

"  I  lielieve  it,  my  old  and  faithful  counsellor,"  said 
the  Queen,  "and  believe  ine^  Melville,  I  did  thee  but 
a  moment  s  injustice.  Read  what  my  Lord  Seyton 
hath  written  to  us,  and  give  us  thy  best  counsel.' 

He  glanced  over  the  parch meht,  and  instantly 
replied.—"  O !  my  dear  and  royal  mistret>s,  only  trea- 
jjun  itself  could  give  you  other  advice  than  Lord  Sey- 
ton has  here  e.xpresi*ed.  He,  Hemes.  Huntly,  the 
English  aiMl>as.sador  Throgmorton,  and  others,  your 
friends,  are  all  alike  of  opinion,  that,  whatever  docda 
or  instruments  you  execute  witliin  these  walls,  must 
lo.se  all  force  and  eflect  as  extortt'd  from  your  Grace 
by  duresse,  by  sufferance  of  present  evil,  and  fear  of 
men,  and  harm  to  ensue  on  your  refusal.  Yield, 
therefjre,  to  the  tide,  and  be  astfured,  that  in  sub- 
scribing what  parchments  they  present  to  you,  you 
bind  yourself  to  nothing,  since  your  act  of  signature 
wants  that  which  alone  can  make  it  valid,  the  free 
will  of  the  grantor." 

"Ay,  BO  says  my  Lonl  Seyton."  replietl  Mary; 
"yet  methinks,  for  the  daughter  of  so  long  a  line  oi 
foveicigns  lo  resign  lier  biiihiight  liccause  reMa 
press  upon  her  with  ilircats,  arpies  little  of  loyalty, 
and  will  read  ill  for  the  fame  of  Mary  in  future  chroni- 
cles. Tush !  Sir  Robert  Melville,  the  traitors  may 
use  black  threats  and  bold  words,  but  they  wUI  not 
dare  to  put  their  hands  forth  on  our  person?" 

"Alas!  madam,  they  have  already  dared  so  far. 
and  incur nnl  such  penl  by  the  lengths  which  they 
have  gone,  that  they  are  but  one  step  from  the  wont 
and  uttermost." 

"Surelv,"  said  the  Queen,  her  fears  again  predomi- 
nating, Scottish  nobles  would  not  letkl  tlicmselvatf 
to  assassinate  a  helpless  woman  7" 

"Bethink  you.  madam,"  he  rcnlied,  "what  horrkt 
spectacles  have  been  seen  in  our  day ;  and  what  act  is 
so  dark^  that  some  Scottish  hand  has  not  been  found 
to  dare  it  7  Lord  Lindesay,  besides  his  natural  suUen 
ncss  and  hanlness  of  temper,  is  the  near  kinsman  of 
Henry  Darnlcy,  and  Ruthven  has  his  own  dei>p  and 
dangerous  plans.  The  Council,  besides,  speaks  of 
proofs  by  writ  and  word,  of  a  casket  with  lettera— of 
I  know  not  what." 

"  Ah !  good  Melville,"  answered  the  Queen,  "  wei« 
I  as  iiiire  of  the  evenhandt^  integrity  of  piy  judges,  ae 
of  mv  own  innocence— and  yet" 

"Oh!  pause,  madam,"  said  Melville;  "even  inno- 
cence must  sometimes  for  a  season  stoop  to  ii^urioua 
blame.    Besides,  you  are  here" 

He  looked  round,  and  paused. 

"  Speak  out,  Mel villeV  said  the  Queen,  "ne\er  one 
npproached  my  person  who  wished  to  work  me  evili 
ind  even  this  poor  page,  whom  I  have  to-day  teen 
for  the  first  time  in  my  Ufe,  I  can  trust  safely  with 
^our  communication." 

"  Nay,  madam,"  anawered  MeUille,  "in  auch  emo^ 
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gcnce,  and  he  bcinj?  the  bearer  of  Lord  Seyton's  mcs- 
Mge,  I  will  venture  to  sny  before  him  and  thew  fair 
ladies,  who.se  trutli  and  fidelity  I  dispute  not— I  sav  I 
will  venture  to  sny.  that  there  are  other  modes  besides 
that  of  open  trial,  nv  which  dei>osed  sovereigns  often 
die ;  anu  that,  as  Machiavel  saith,  there  is  but  one 
step  betwixt  a  king's  prison  and  his  grave." 

Oh !  were  it  but  swift  and  easy  for  the  body,"  said 
the  unfortunate  Princesis,  "were  it  but  a  safe  and 
happy  ehani;e  for  the  soul,  the  woman  lives  not  that 
would  take  the  step  so  soon  as  I  .'—But,  alas  !  Mel- 
ville, when  we  think  of  death,  a  thousand  sins,  whieh 
we  have  trod  as  worms  beneath  our  feet,  ri.*^;  up 
against  ua  as  flaminff  serpents.  Most  injuriously  do 
iney  aoeupe  me  of  aidmp  Darnley's  death ;  yet,  blessed 
Lady !  I  afforded  too  ojjen  oceasion  for  the  suspicion- 
espoused  Bothwell.'' 

Think  not  of  that  now,  madam,"  said  Melville, 
"think  rather  of  the  immediate  mode  of  saving:  your- 
•elf  and  son.  Comply  with  the  present  unreasi)nable 
demands,  and  trust  that  belter  times  will  shortly 
arrive." 

"Madam,"  said  Roland  Gra?me,  "if  it  pleases  you 
that  I  should  do  so,  I  will  presently  swim  through 
the  lake,  if  they  refuse  me  other  conveyance  to  the 
shore :  I  will  go  to  the  courts  successively  of  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Spain,  and  will  show  you  have 
fubscribed  these  vile  instruments  from  no  stronger 
impulse  than  the  fear  of  death,  and  I  i^inll  do  battle 
against  them  that  say  otherwise." 

The  Queen  turne<l  ner  round,  and  with  one  of  those 
•WL-et  smiles  which  durinp;  the  era  of  life's  romance, 
overpay  every  risk,  held  her  hand  towards  Roland, 
but  \%ithout  speaking  a  word.  Hekneeleil  reverently, 
and  kissed  it.  and  Melville  again  resumed  his  plea. 

"  Madam,'  he  said,  "  time  presses,  and  you  must 
not  let  those  boats,  which  I  see  they  are  even  now 
pri-paring,  put  forth  on  the  lake.  Here  are  enough  of 
witncBs*.'9— your  ladies— this  bold  youth— myw^lf. 
when  it  can  ser\"c  your  cause  efrectually,  for  I  would 
not  hastily  stand  committed  in  this  matter— but  even 
without  me  here  is  evidence  enough  to  show,  that 
you  have  yielded  to  the  demands  of  the  Council 
lhrous;h  force  'and  fear,  but  from  no  sincere  and  un- 
conslraintd  asrient.  Tneir  boats  are  already  manne<l 
for  their  return— oh !  permit  your  old  servant  to  recall 
them !' 

"Melville"  .said  the  Queen,  "thou  art  an  ancient 
courtier— when  didst  thou  ever  know  a  Sovereign 
Prince  recall  to  his  presence  subjects,  who  had  parted 
from  him  on  such  terms  as  those  on  which  these 
envoys  of  the  Council  left  us,  and  who  yet  were  re- 
called without  submission  or  a(>ology  ?— Let  it  cost 
me  both  life  and  crown,  I  will  not  again  command 
them  to  my  presence." 

"Alas!  madam,  that  empty  form  should  make  a 
barrier!  If  I  rightly  understand,  you  are  not  unwilling 
to  listen  to  real  and  advantageous  counsel— but  your 
scruple  is  saved— I  hear  them  returning  to  ask  your 
final  resolution. — O!  take  the  ad\'ice  of  the  noble 
"Seyton,  and  you  may  once  more  command  those  who 
now  usurp  a  triumph  over  you.  But  hush!  I  hear 
them  in  inc  veHtibuIe." 

As  he  concluded  speaking,  George  Douglas  opened 
fne  door  of  the  apartment,  and  marshalled  in  the  two 
noble  envoys. 

"  We  come,  madam,"  said  the  I/ord  Ruthvcn,  "  to 
request  your  answer  to  the  proposal  of  the  Council." 
Your  final  answer,"  said  Lonl  Lmdesay;  "for 
with  a  refusal  you  must  couple  the  certainty  that  vou 
have  precipitated  vour  fate,  and  renounced  the  last 
opportunity  of  making  peace  with  Grod,  and  ensuring 
your  longer  abode  in  the  world." 

"My  lords,"  said  Mary,  with  inexpressible  grace  and 
digniTv.  "  the  evils  wc  cannot  resist  we  must  submit  to 
—I  wQl  subscribe  these  parchments  with  such  liberty  of 
choice  as  my  condit'on  pennits  me.  Were  I  on  yonder 
ahore,  \\  ith  a  fleet  jennet  and  ten  good  and  loyal  knights 
Oround  m«*,  I  would  subscril.*e  my  sentence  of  eternal 
Aindrmnation  as  soon  as  the  resignation  of  my  throne. 
But  here,  in  the  ea.^tle  of  Lochleven,  with  deep  water 
nrouiif]  n»e— and  you,  my  lords,  beside  me,— I  have 
"o  fnt^om  of  choice.— Give  me  the  pen,  Melville^  and 
*«-  wttneas  to  what  I  do,  and  why  1  do  it." 


"It  is  our  hope  your  Grace  will  not  auppoae  yourself 
compelled,  by  any  nppreliensions  from  tis,"  said  ihs 
Lord  Ruthven,  to  execute  what  must  be  your  oiiii 
voluntary  deed." 

The  Queen  had  already  etooped  towards  the  tabl^ 
and  placed  the  parchment  befortf  her,  with  the  pea 
between  her  fingers,  ready  for  the  imr^crtant  act  o( 
signatureL  But  when  l/>ru  Ruthven  had  done  speak- 
ing, she  looked  up,  stopped  short,  and  thr^w  dowra 
the  pen.  "  If,"  she  said,  "I  am  expected  to  declarer  I 
give  away  my  crown  of  free  will,  or  otherwise  thaq 
because  I  am  compelled  to  renounce  it  by  the  threat 
of  worse  evils  to  myself  and  my  subjects.  I  will  net 
put  my  name  to  such  an  untruth — not  to  gain  full  ;.o9> 
session  of  England,  France,  and  Sf-otlaud  1— all  odc« 
mv  own,  in  possession  or  by  right." 

''  Beware,  madam,"  said  Lindcsay,  and.  snatrhinf 
hold  of  the  Quei^n's  arm,  with  bis  own  gauntlit«i 
hand,  he  pressed  it,  in  the  rudencs^s  of  his  passion, 
more  closely,  perhaps,  than  he  was  himself  aware  o([ 
— "  beware  how  you  contend  with  those  who  are  tJw 
stronger,  and  have  the  mast«'r>'  of  your  fa'e !" 

He  held  his  grasp  on  her  arm,  binding  his  eves  nn 
her  with  a  stern  and  intimidating  lor>k,  till  boik 
Ruthven  and  Melville  cried  shame !  and  Douglas,  who 
had  hitherto  nmained  in  a  state  of  apparent  apathf, 
had  made  a  stride  from  the  door,  aa  if  to  interfere.  Tae 
rude  Baron  then  quitted  his  hold^  diiu^ising  the  coo- 
fusion  which  he  really  felt  nt  having  indulged  his  pas- 
sion to  such  extent,  under  a  aullen  and  conieniptuoui 
smile. 

The  Queen  immediately  began,  with  an  expresfioi 
of  pain,  to  bare  the  arm  which  he  had  gasped,  br 
drawing  up  the  sleeve  of  her  gown,  and  it  mjitud 
that  his  gripe  had  left  the  purple  marks  of  his  iron 
fingers  upon  her  flesh— "My  lonl,"  she  said,  "«si 
kni^iht  and  gentleman,  you  might  have  spared  nif 
frail  arm  so  severe  a  proof  that  you  have  the  grpatu 
strength  on  your  sade^  and  are  resolved  to  use  it— But 
I  thank  you  tor  it— it  is  the  most  decisive  token  of  the 
terms  on  which  this  day's  business  is  to  rest.— I  drav 
you  to  witness,  both  lords  and  ladies,"  she  said,  shov- 
ing the  grasp  on  her  arm,  "  that  I  subscribe  th(«eiD- 
struments  in  obedience  to  the  sign  manual  of  mr 
Lord  of  Lindcsay,  which  you  may  see  iiiiprinttd  oo 
uiine  arm."* 

Lindcsay  virould  have  spoken,  but  was  rcstraimd  bf 
his  colleague  Ruthven,  who  said  to  him.  "  Peace,  nr 
lord.  Let  the  Lady  Mary  of  Scotlanci  ascrihe  hrf 
signature  to  what  she  will,  it  is  our  business  to  pro- 
cure it,  and  carry  it  to  the  Council.  Should  there  be 
debate  hereafter  on  the  manner  in  which  it  was  tA- 
hibited,  there  will  be  time  enough  for  it." 

Lindcsay  was  silent  accordingly,  only  mutterlns 
within  his  beard,  "  I  meant  not  to  hurt  her ;  but  I  thmi 
women's  flesh  be  as  tender  aa  new-falkn  anow." 

*  The  df>tiiils  of  thjp  mnarksbl*  event  arv.  «s  fivm  ii  tht 

firecMlinf  cliaptpr.  imsfiMry  :  but  tlw  outline  of  ttie  f^ctti  n 
iHtnricaJ.  Sir  Kobcsrt  Lioaoaaj,  brftther  to  tlw  auUtor  of  tit« 
Mi'mdin*.  wotf  at  Ant  iotniatvd  wilh  the  dciicjiUs  conuniMiontf 
|ivr>uadinir  tlie  ini(<riM>iied  Que«D  to  imitn  her  cmwn  Af  b* 
flatly  n'fuiicd  tu  ininrfrrv.  thnjr  derermiiM.'d  to  vrnd  Mf  trri 
I^ndoMf,  one  or  the  nidnt  and  alo^t  violmc  of  \)tnr  nwo  ftr 
ticm,  with  imitructioiif.  tir*t  lu  ■*«  Toir  p«r*uajian*,  and  if  :>.»• 
did  not j(Ui:ctH.'d,  to  ontur  into  iiardcT  lerniri  Kkv\  aM4tciaii-*  U-tc 
Kutlivrn  with  lAnAvmy  in  thii  air.miinc  nnnniiwivn.  Hr  «u 
the  KHi  of  that  Lord  Ralhven  wha  was  prime  aceni  lo  thr  r*'- 
d«r  of  Ri/uo :  and  little  mercy  was  to  tie  cziecic<l  frva  b« 
cunjunctiun  with  Linduvaj. 

'nie  eini>li>jmcnt  of  hicI)  rudn  tooU  arfued  a  moiUtioB  m 
the  iMirt  of  Uio«e  who  had  theQuren'n  penion  in  ilieir  powrMi 
pmewd  to  th«t  utmoat  eslmnitioa,  should  tlier  l^nd  Man  ob- 
stinate. To  avoid  this  |ires«inir  danger,  Cfir  Ki<bcrt  McfiiUi 
wa»  dispatched  bf  Uirm  tu  Lochleven,  comrmK  « iih  him,  coe- 
ceaJf^l  in  the  scabbard  of  his  swnrd,  letters  tu  tlM>  Uueea  f*Mi 
tlifl  Eart  of  Athoie.  Maitland  of  Lcthinalon.  and  t%tn  fnM 
Thrufmofion,  Uie  Enciisli  arabassador,  whn  was  then  ftveaft- 
blu  to  Die  unfortunate  Mary,  conjunna  uer  lu  yield  to  t^ltf  mK» 
sity  of  ttia  times,  and  to  subscribe  such  deeds  as  Lmdesay  tbuai 
lay  before  her,  without  tieinf  startled  by  their  tenor;  sod  ■*■«■ 
inc  her  that  her  doinc  so,  in  the  state  of  captivity  widrr  wliidi 
she  was  placed.  wiMild  neither,  in  law,  honour,  or  tuascunOi 
be  binding  u|Nin  licr  when  »he  should  obtain  her  hberty.  i$tt 
mittjn;.  by  the  advire  of  one  i>art  of  tier  subjects,  in  thnnrfiaia 
of  the  iithufi,  and  Icnminc  that  Linde^ny  w-aii  arrived  in  a  N.M«t' 
inr,  thai  in,  threateiiinc  humour,  tlie  QutTn.  "  wi'iistHn^  n  if- 
tanry,  ond  with  tears,'' Mith  Knox,  subscribed  one  drtd  les^ 
tof  her  crown  to  lier  infant  sim,  and  another  efTabh^huviH 
Earl  of  Murray  regi^nt  It  seems  afie«d  by  liistonans,  Uiai  L» 
,  desay  beliaved  with  treat  bruiality  on  Hm  ocv^iia.  The  dssii 

\  ^ii«%  tscMiaiwh  4irir,  nsfr ""  ""  ^^  ^  ^3^  ^ 


Thn  doeen  mmn  wliiU  «d>terib6i  ^.wUi  of 
parchment  with  &  hasty  mdinereace,  as  if'  th^  bad 
been  matters  of  slight  oonsaqusncei  or  of  mera  for- 
mality. Wheq  she  had  pei^rmed  this  paiolul  task  she 
miom,  and,  having  curtseved  to  the  loras,  was  about 
to  withdraw  to  her  chamber.  Ruthyea  and  Sir  Ro- 
bert Mclvdle  made,  the  first  a  formal  severeooei  the 
ftecood  an  obeisance^  in  which  his  desire  to  acknow- 
ledge his  sympathy  was  obviously  ohocjLed  by  the  fear 
of  afipeariug  in  the  eyes  of  his  colleagues  too  pajflial 
to  his  former  mistress.    Qut  T«indesay  stood, metioii- 


tess,  even  when  they  were  preparing  to  withdraw, 
At  length,  as  if  moved  by  a  sudden  impulse,  he  walk- 
^  round  the  table  whion  had  hiUierto  been  betwkt 
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them  and  the  Q^ueenTknaeled  o«  one  knee,  look  hetf 
hand,  kissed  it,  let  it  fall,  and  arose—"  Ladyi"  he  said, 

thou  art  a  noble  oreaCurSi  even  though  thou  haAt 
abused  God's  choicest  gilts.  I  pay  that  devotioa  to 
thy  manliness  of  spirit,  which  1  would  not  have  paid 
Co  the  power  thou  hast  long  undeservedly  wiuded— I 
kneel  to  Mary  Stewart,  not  to  the  ^ueen." 

^*Tne  ^ueen  and  Mary  Stewart  pity  thee  alike, 
Lindesayt  said  Maiy— "  alike  they  pUy,  and  they 
fiirgive  tnee.  An  honoured  soldier  hadsi  thou  been 
by  a  king's  side— leagued  with  rebels,  what  art  thou 
init  a  good  blade  m  the  hands  of  s  ruffian?— Pare- 
well,  my  Lord  Ruthveui  the  ameoiher  but  the  deeper 
traitor.— Farewell,  Melville— mayst  thou  find  masters 
that  can  understand  slate  policy  bette^  and  have  the 
means  to  reward  it  more  nchly,  taan  Mary  Stewart S 
— Farewell,  George  of  Douglas— make  your  jrespeeted 

and^me  comprehend  that  we  would  bt  alone  foe 
.„e  remainder  of  the  day— God  wot,  we  have  need  to 
collect  our  thoughts." 

All  bowed  fnd  withdrew  ;  butsearce  had  ihey  en- 
tered the  vestibule,  ere  R^thven  and  Lindesav  were  at 
variance.  '^  Chide  imh  with  me,  Ruthven,"  Lindesay 
was  heard  to  say  in  answer  to  something  more  indis- 
tinctly uii^  by  his  coUeague— "  Chide  not  with  me, 
fin- 1  will  not  brook  it  1    You  put  the  hangman's  office 

Eme  in  this  matter,  and  liven  the  very  hangman 
th  leave  to  ask  some  pardon  of  those  on  whom  h^ 
es  bis  offic^.  I  would  I  had  as  deep  cause  t«>  bd 
this  lady's  fnend  as  I  have  to  b^  her  eneraytboa 
sihouldst  see  if  I  spared  limb  and  life  m  her  quarrel  ' 

'*Tbou  an  a  sweet  minkm."  said  Ruthven,  *'u> 
6ght  a  lady's  quarrel,  and  all  for  a  brent  brow  and  a 
tear  in  the  eyel  Such  toys  bavs  been  out  of  thy 
ttioughts  this  many  a  year." 

**Do  me  riffbL  Ruthven.'*  said  Lindesay.  "You 
are  like  a  polishea  corslet  of  steel ;  it  sbincs  more  gau- 
dily, but  It  is  not  a  whit  SQfBer^tiay,  it  is  five  times 
harder  than  a  Glasgow  breastplate  of  hammsced  iron. 
Eiiougb.    We  know  each  other." 

They  descended  the  stairs^  were  heard  to  summon 
dicir  Boats,  and  the  (^ueen  signed  to  Roland  Grame 
tt>  retire  to  the  veetibuMi  and  leave  her  with  her  £amale 
atiendsnta 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 
Ghre  dm  «  mDrael  oo  tlM  t>eeiM<iMU  rather. 
Cmrw  M  yon  will  Um  fookins— Let  the  fMh  ipriaff 
^bble  Reside  mjr  papkin— «nq  the  free  birde 
Twittennr  end  chupinr  hop  ntMn  bouffh  to  boo^. 
To  tlskn  the  onimbe  1  fe4v«  for  perquiutBe— 
Your  priMNfrRiets  I  Uks  not. 

Tk»  Woodman,  s  DnmM. 

A  aaoBss  in  the  vestibule  was  eniig^ened  by  a 
«aall  'window,  at  which  Roland  Gnsme  stationed 
aimself  to  mark  the  departure  of  the  lords.  He  could 
see  their  followers  mustering  on  horseback  under  their 
iMpBCiive  bannew^tbe  wesiecn  sun  glaneing  on  their 
aonlets  and  steel  caps  as  they  moved  to  and  fro, 
mounted  or  dismounted,  at  intervals.    On  the  narrow 

Ekoe  bstarixt  the  castle  and  the  water,  the  Lords 
thven  and  Lindesay  were  already  moving  slowly 
to  their  boats,  accompanied  by  the  laidy  of  Lochleven, 
|«r  grandson,  and  th«r'  principal  attendants.  They 
look  a  ceremonious  leave  of  each  other,  as  Roland 
coukl  discern  by  their  gestures,  and  the  boats  pat  Off 
from  their  lanmng-pUoe :  the  boatmen  stretched  to 
ikeir  oarst  and  thev  speedily  dhninished  upon  the  eye 
af  the  idlegaaer,  who  had  no  better  emnlovment  than 
l»  waloh  their  motkuia    Such  SBemad  aJaa  the  oo* 


of  Iks  La^  Loehlofan  and  George  Dooglasi 

JO,  retnining  from  the  landing-place  looked  fi»- 
guently  back  to  the  boata  and  at  length  stopped,  aa 
if  to  observe  their  progress,  under  the  window  at 
which  Roland  Grame  was  stationed.— As  they  gated 
on  the  lake,  he  couki  hear  the  lady  distmctly  say, 
**  And  she  has  bent  her  mind  to  save  her  life  at  tha 
expense  of  her  kingdom  T* 

^'  Her  life,  madam !"  replied  her  son ;  I  "  know  not 
who  wonkl  dare  to  atleaq>t  it  in  the  oastle  of  my  fa- 
ther. Had  I  dreamt  that  it  was  with  such  purpose 
that  Lindesay  insisted  on  bringing  his  followers  hither, 
neither  he  nor  thev  should  have  passed  the  iron  gato 
of  Lochleven  caatle." 

"I  speak  not  of  private  slaughter,  my  son,  but  of 
open  trial,  condemnation,  and  execution:  fpr  with 
siioh  she  has  been  threatened,  and  to  such  threats  she 
iven  way.    Had  she  not  more  of  the  false  Gui- 

>lood  than  of  the  royal  race  of  Scotland  in  her 

veins,  she  had  bidden  them  defiance  to  their  teeth-^ 
but  it  is  all  of  the  same  complexion,  and  meanness  ia 
the  natural  companion  or  protligacy.~I  am  dis- 
charged, forsooth,  from  intruding  on  her  graciooa 
presence  this  evening^  Go  thou,  my  son,  and  render 
the  usual  service  oi  the  meal  to  this  unqueened 
Queen." 

*'^  So  please  you,  faidy  mother,"  said  Douglas,  "*  I  care 
not  greatly  to^approach  her  presence." 

**  Thou  art  right,  my  son ;  and  therefbre  I  (rust  thr 
prudenoe.  even  because  I  have  noticed  thy  cautk>n. 
She  is  like  an  isle  on  the  ocean,  surrounded  witk 
shelves  and  quicksands ;  its  verdure  fkir  and  hiviting 
to  the  ey&  but  the  wreck  of  many  a  goodly  vessa 
which  had  approaohsd  it  too  rashly.  But  tor  thee, 
my  son,  I  fear  naught ;  and  we  may  not,  without 
honour,  sufibr  her  to  eat  without  the  attendance  of 
one  of  us.  She  may  die  by  the  judgment  of  Heaven, 
or  the  fiend  may  have  power  over  her  in  her  despair  ;- 
and  then  we  would  he  touched  in  honour  to  show, 
that  in  our  house,  and  at  our  table,  she  had  had  all 
fair  play  and  fitting  usage." 

Here  Roland  was  intem^ted  bv  a  smart  tap  on  the 
shoulders,  reminding  him  sharply  of  Adam  Wood- 
oook  .'s  adventore  of  me  pr^iceding  evening.  He  turned 
rouad,  almost  expecting  to  see  the  pate  of  Saint  Mi- 
chael's hostelry.  He  saw,  indeecLdatnerine  Seyton ; 
but  she  was  m  female  attire^  dinering,  no  doubt,  a 
great  deal  in  shape  and  materials  from  that  which  she 
had  worn  when  they  first  met,  and  becoming  her 
birth  as  the  daughter  of  a  great  baron,  and  her  rank 
as  the  attendant  on  a  princess.  *'  So,  fair  page,"  said 
she,  "  eaves-dropping  is  one  of  your  page-like  quaU- 
ties,  I  presumed" 

"Fair  sister,"  answered  Roland,  in  the  same  tone, 
"  if  some  friends  of  mine  be  as  well  aeoaaintcd  >%itn 
the  rest  of  our  mystery  as  they  are  with  the  arts  of 
swearing^  swsMering,'  and  switching,  they  need  ask 
no  page  m  Christendom  for  further  msignt  into  his 
vocation." 

"Unless  that  pretty, speech  infer  that  yon  have 
yourself  had  the  oisciptine  of  the  switch  since  we  last 
met,  the  probability  whereof  I  nothing  doubt,  I  pro- 
fess, fair  page,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  your  min- 
ing. But  there  is  no  time  to  debate  it  now— they  come 
with  the  evening  meat  Be  pleased,  Sir  Page,  to  do 
your  duty." 

Four  servants  entered  bearing  dishes,  preceded  by 
the  same  stern  old  steward  whom  Roland  had  already 
seen,  and  followed  by  €^rgs  Douglas,  already  men- 
tioned as  the  grandson  of  the  Lady  of  Lochleven,  and 
whot  acting  as  seneschal,  represented,  upon  this  occo- 
sion,  his  Ciither,  the  Lord  of  the  Castk  He  entered 
with  his  arms  folded  on  his  bosom,  and  his  looks  bent 
on  the  ground.  With  the  assisunce  of  Roland  Grem^ 
a  table  was  suitablv  covered  in  the  next  or  middle 
apartment,  on  which  the  domestics  placed  their  bur- 
dens with  great  reverence,  the  steward  and  Douglas 
bending  low  when  they  had  seen  the  table  properly' 
adorned,  as  if  their  royal  prisoner  had  eat  at  the  board 
in  question.  The  door  opened,  and  Douglas,  raising 
his  eyes  hastily,  cast  them  again  on  the  earth,  when 
he  perceived  it  was  only  the  Lady  Mary  Fleming  who 
enter^ 

"  Her  Oreea,"  she  said,  **  will  not  eat  to-mght.'* 


THE  ABBOT. 


(Chap  XXDL 


"  Lot  us  hope  she  may  be  otherwise  persuaded," 
■aid  Doui^lns;  ''mean  while,  madam,  please  to  ste 
our  duly  performed.'' 

A  servant  presented  bread  and  salt  on  a  silver 
plate,  and  the  old  steward  carved  for  Douglas  a  small 
morsel  in  succession  from  each  of  the  dishes  presented, 
which  he  tasted,  as  was  then  the  custom  at  the  tahlfs 
of  princes,  to  which  death  was  often  suspected  to  find 
its  woy  in  the  disf'uisc  of  food. 

''The  Queen  will  not  then  come  forth  to  nightT' 
•aid  Douglass. 

"  She  has  so  determined,"  replied  the  lady. 

"Our  further  attendance  then  is  unnecessary— wc 
leave  you  to  your  supper,  fair  ladies,  and  wish  you 
good-even." 

He  retired  slowly  as  he  came,  and  with  the  same 
•ir  of  deep  dejection,  and  was  followed  by  the  attend- 
ants bclonf^ng  to  the  castle.  The  two  Indies  sate 
down  to  their  meal,  and  Roland  Grsme,  with  ready 
alacrity,  prepnred  to  wait  upon  them.  Catherine  Sey- 
ton  whispered  to  her  companion,  who  replied  with  the 
qutrstion,  spoken  in  a  low  tone,  but  looking  at  the 
pajre,— "  Is  he  of  (jentle  blood  and  well  nurtured  ?" 

The  answer  which  she  received  seemed  satisfactory, 
for  she  said  to  Roland,  "  Sit  down,  yoimg  gentleman, 
and  eat  with  your  sisters  in  captivity." 

"  Permit  me  rather  to  perform  my  duty  in  attend- 
ing them,"  said  Roland,  anxious  to  snow  he  was  pos- 
•essed  of  the  high  tone  of  deference  prescribed  by  the 
rules  of  chivalry  towards  the  fair  sex,  and  especially 
to  da:ncs  and  maidens  of  quality. 

"Vou  will  find,  Sir  Page,"  said  Catherine,  "you 
will  have  little  time  allowetf  you  for  your  meal :  waste 
it  not  in  ceremony,  or  you  may  rue  your  politeness 
ere  to-morrow  morning." 

"  Your  speech  is  too  free,  maiden,"  said  the  elder 
lady ;  '*  the  modesty  of  the  youth  may  teach  you  more 
fittmg  fashions  towards  one  whom  to-day  you  have 
seen  for  the  first  time." 

Catherine  Seyton  cast  down  her  eyes,  but  not  till 
■he  hnd  given  a  single  glance  of  inexpressible  arch- 
ness towanls  Roland,  whom  her  more  grave  com- 
oanion  now  addressed  in  a  tone  of  protccuon. 

"Regard  her  not,  young  gentleman—she  knows 
little  of  the  world,  save  the  forms  of  a  country  nun- 
ner>'— take  thy  place  at  the  board-end,  and  refresh 
thy:*elf  after  thy  journey." 

Roland  Gneme  obeyed  willingly,  as  it  was  the  first 
food  he  had  that  day  tasted ;  lor  Lindesay  and  his 
folluwers  seemed  regardless  of  human  wants.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  the  sharpness  of  his  appetite,  a  na- 
tural gallantrv'  of  disposition,  the  desire  of  showing 
himself  a  well-nurtured  gentleman  in  all  courtesies 
towards  the  fair  sex,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  the  plea- 
sure of  assisting  Catherine  Seyton,  kept  his  attention 
awake,  during  the  meal,  to  all  those  nameless  acts  of 
duty  and  service  which  gallants  of  that  age  were 
accustomed  to  render.  He  carved  with  neatness  and 
decorum,  and  selected  duly  whatever  was  most  deU- 
cate  to  place  before  the  laaies.  Ere  they  could  form 
a  wish,  he  sprung  from  tlie  table,  ready  to  comply 
with  it— i)Ourwd  wine — tempered  it  with  water— re- 
moved and  exchanged  trencherf^  and  performed  the 
whole  lionours  of  the  table,  with  an  air  at  once  of 
cherrftd  diligence,  profound  respect,  and  graceful 
promptitude. 

When  he  observed  that  they  had  finished  eating,  he 
hastened  to  offer  to  the  elder  lady  the  silver  ewer, 
Dssin.  and  napkin,  with  the  ceremony  and  gravity 
whicfi  he  would  nave  used  towards  Mary  herself. 
He  next,  with  the  same  decon'm,  having  supplied  the 
basin  with  fair  water,  presented  it  to  Catherine  Sey- 
ton. Apparently,  she  was  determined  to  disturb  his 
pelf-po3Sf.>si«ion,  if  possible;  for  while  in  the  act  of 
bathing  her  hands,  she  contrived,  as  it  were  by  acci- 
dent, to  flir'  some  drops  of  water  upon  the  face  of  the 
assiduous  assifitanu  But  if  such  was  her  mischicv- 
«r<ji  purpose  she  was  completely  disappointed;  for 
Roland  Gneme,  internally  piquing  himself  on  his  self- 
command,  neither  lau^hetJ  nor  was  discomposed ;  and 
all  that  the  maiden  gamed  by  her  frolic  was  a  severe 
rebuke  from  her  companion,  taxing  her  with  mal- 
aJtJrtvs  nmi  indeconim.  Colhrrine  replied  not,  but 
fat  poutiiisi,  soiDciiiing  in  the  hiin\oui  ol  aBpoVL\.c\nld^ 


who  watches  the  opportunity  of  wreaking  opon  boim 
one  or  other  its  renentinent  for  a  deserved  renrimanL 

The  Lady  Mary  Fleming,  in  the  mean  while,  wu 
naturally  well  pleased  with  the  exact  and  revprrat 
observance  of  the  page,  and  said  to  Catherine,  after  a 
favourable  glance  at  Roland  Gneme,- "You  might 
well  say,  Catherine,  our  companion  in  captivity  was 
well  bom  and  gently  nurtured.  I  would  not  make 
him  vain  by  my  praise,  but  his  services  enable  uais 
dispense  with  those  which  George  Douglas  conde> 
scends  not  to  afford  us,  save  when  the  Quoen  is  ha- 
self  in  presence." 

"Umph!  I  think  hardly,"  answered  Catherine. 
**  Georfre  Douglas  is  one  ot  the  most  handsome  gil- 
lants  in  Scotland,  and  'tis  pleasure  to  see  him  even 
still,  when  the  gloom  of  Lochleven  Castle  has  shed 
the  same  melancholv  over  him,  that  it  has  done  over 
everv  thing  else.  When  he  was  at  Holy  rood,  whs 
would  have  said  the  young  sprightly  George  Doislaf 
would  have  been  contented  to  play  the  locksman  nen 
in  Lochleven,  with  no  gayer  amusement  tlian  that  of 
turning  the  key  on  two  or  three  helpless  ^-omen?-! 
strange  oflice  for  a  Knight  of  the  Bierding  Heart- 
why  does  he  not  leave  it  to  his  father  or  his  broihenr 

"  Perhaps,  like  usl  he  has  no  choice,"  answered  the 
Lady  Fleming.  "  But,  Catherine,  thou  bast  used  Chf 
brief  space  at  court  well,  to  remember  what  Gcorgi 
Douglas  was  then." 

"  I  used  mine  eyes,  which  I  suppose  was  what  I 
wns  designed  to  do,  and  they  were  worth  using  there. 
When  1  was  at  the  nunnery,  they  were  very  uspIm 
appurtenances;  and  now  I  am  at  Lochle^-en,  thit  ue 
good  for  nothing,  save  to  look  over  that  eternal  ynxk 
of  embroidery. 

"  You  speak  thus  when  you  have  been  but  a  few  brief 
hours  amongst  us— was  this  the  maiden  who  would 
live  and  die  in  a  dungeon,  m^ht  she  but  have  permis- 
sion to  wait  on  her  gracknis  Queen  ?" 

"Nay,  if  you  chide  in  earnest,  my  jest  iscndei" 
said  Catherine  Seyton.  "  I  would  not  >ield  in  attach- 
ment to  my  poor  godmother,  to  the  gravest  dame  that 
ever  had  wise  saws  upon  her  tongue,  and  a  double- 
starched  rufT around  her  throot— you  know  1  utniW 
not.  Dame  Maiy  Fleming,  and  it  is  putting  ihanie 
on  mo  to  say  otherwise." 

"  She  will  challenge  the  other  court  lady  "  thought 
Roland  Gneme;  "she  will  to  a  certainty  fling  down 
her  glove,  and  u  Dame  Mary  Fleming  hath  but  the 
soul  to  lift  it,  we  may  have  a  combat  in  the  li*tf  .'^ 
—But  the  answer  of  Lady  Mary  Fleming  was  such  u 
turns  away  WTath. 

"  Thou  art  a  good  child,"  she  said,  "my  CathcniML 
and  a  faithful ;  but  Heaven  pity  him  who  sliall  haft 
one  day  a  creatun*  so  beautiful  to  delight  him,  and  a 
thing  so  mischievoi»  to  torment  him — thou  art  fit  to 
drive  twenty  husbands  stark  mad." 

*'Nay,"  said  Catherine,  resuming  the  full  career  of 
her  careless  good-humour,  **he  must  be  half-witted 
beforehand,  that  gives  me  such  an  opportunity.  Bat 
I  am  glad  you  are  not  angry  ^ilh  me  in  sinoeritv,* 
casting  herself  as  she  spoke  into  the  arms  of  her 
friend,  and^ontinuin^L  with  a  tone  of  auoloeetic  fond* 
neas,  while  she  kissed  her  on  either  side  of  the  face: 
"  you  know,  my  dear  Fleming,  that  I  have  to  contend 
with  both  my  lather's  lofty  pnde,  and  with  my  moth- 
er's high  spirit— God  bless  them!  they  have  lift  roe 
these  goodf  quahties,  having  small  portion  to  give 
besides,  as  tinies  go— and  so  I  am  wilful  and  sauer; 
but  let  me  remain  only  a  week  in  this  castle.  findOj 
my  dear  Fleming,  my  spirit  will  be  as  chastised  and 
as  humble  as  thine  own." 

Dame  Mary  Fleming's  sense  of  dignity,  and  hn 
of  form,  could  not  resist  this  affectionate  appeal  She 
kissed  Catlierine  Seyton  in  her  turn  afR.>ciiofialciy; 
while,  answering  the  last  part  of  her  speech,  she  mid, 
"Now,  Our  Lady  forbid,  dear  Catherine,  that  yoa 
should  lose  aught  that  is  beseeming  of  what  bei'OinHi 
so  well  your  light  heart  and  lively  humour.  Keep  hot 
your  sharp  wit  on  this  side  of  madness,  and  it  cannot 
but  be  a  blessing  to  us.  But  let  me  go,  mad  wench-;- 
I  hear  her  Grace  touch  her  silver  call."  And,  exiri* 
mating  herself  finom  Catherine's  grasp,  she  weH 
]  towards  the  door  of  Queen  Mary's  apartment,  fion 
I  which  waa  hcar4,J^|#^J<^^^i»^.  silver  whi«k 


whieh.  now  oidf  wwd  by  te  bbtttwuiM  in  tfaeaanry^ 
wnn  then  J  for  want  of  Mtta,  the  ordinanr  mode  by 
«hich  ladies^ even  of  the  very  highefltrank,  nimmooed 
^nr  domoflttea.  When  aha  had  made  two  or  three 
■tepa  towards  the  door,  howerer.  she  turned  back,  and 
■drancing  to  the  yoon^  couple  whom  she  left  tosMher, 
she  said,  in  a  very  senous  though  a  low  tone,  *4  trust 
it  is  impossible  that  we  can,  any  of  us,  or  in  any  dr- 
cnmsrances,  forget,  that,  few  as  we  are,  we  form  the 
kiusehold  of  the  Queen  of  Scotland :  and  that,  in 
■or  calamity,  all  boyish  mirth  and  ohilcGsh  jestmgcan 
only  serve  to  give  a  great  trmmph  to  her  enennes, 
jrho  have  alieady  found  their  aooount  in  objecting  to 
aer  the  lightness  of  every  idle  fbliv,  that  the  yaung 
and  the  gay  practised  in  her  court^  So  saying,  she 
laft  the  apartment 

Catherine  Seyton  seemed  much  struck  with  this 
rsmonstrance^She  snCered  herself  to  drop  into  the 
aeat  which  she  had  quitted  when  ahe  went  to  tmbrace 
J>ame  Mary  Fleming,  and  for  some  time  rested  her 
brow  upon  her  hands ;  while  Roland  Gnsme  looked 
at  her  earnestly,  with  a  mixture  of  amotions  which 
perhsM  he  himself  could  neither  have  analysed  nor  ex- 
plained. As  she  raised  her  face  slowly  from  the  pos- 
ture to  which  a  momentary  feeling  of  ssif-rsbukehad 
depressed  it,  her  eyes  encountered  those  of  Roland, 
and  became  gradually  animated  with  their  usual  spi- 
rit of  malicious  drollery,  which  not  unnaturally  ex- 
cited a  similar  expcpssion  in  those  of  the  equallv  voU- 
tile  page.  They  eat  for  the  space  of  two  mbiutea, 
each  looking  at  the  other  with  great  seriousness  on 
their  features,  and  much  mirth  in  their  eyes,  until  at 
length  Catherine  was  the  first  to  break  silence. 

Mav  I  pray  you,  fair  sir,"  she  began  very  demurely, 
**  to  tell  me  what  you  see  in  my  face  to  arouse  looks 
ao  extremely  sagacious  and  knowing  as  those  with 
which  it  is  jrour  worship's  pleasure  to  honour  me? 
It  would  aeem  as  if  there  were  some  wondofful  confi- 
dence and  mtimacy  betwixt  us,  fkir  sir,  if  one  is  to 
radge  from  your  extremely  cunning  looks;  and  ao 
help  me  Our  Lady,  as  I  never  saw  you  but  twice  in 
my  life  before."  ^ 

**  And  where  were  those  happy  occasions,"  said 
Roland,  "if  I  may  be  bold  enough  to  ask  the 
quesUon  V 

"  At  the  nunnery  of  Saint  Catherine's,"  said  tlie 
damseL  "  in  the  first  instance ;  and,  in  the  second, 
during  five  minutes  of  a  ceruin  raid  or  foray  which 
it  was  your  pleasure  to  make  into  the  lodging  of  my 
lord  and  father.  Lord  Seyton,  from  which,  to  my  sur- 
prise, as  probably  to  your  own,  you  returned  with  a 
token  of  friendship  and  favour,  instead  of  broken 
bones^  Mrhich  were  the  more  probable  reward  o(  your 
intrusion,  considering  the  prompt  ire  of  the  house  of 
Seyton.  I  am  deeply  mortified."  she  added,  ironically, 
••that  your  recollection  should  require  refreshment 
on  a  subject  so  important;  and  that  my  memory 
should  be  stronger  than  yours  on  such  an  occasion,  ia 
truly  humiliating." 

"Your  own  memory  is  not  so  exactly  correct,  fair 
mistress,"  answered  the  pa^e,  "  seeing  you  have  for- 

Ktten  meeting  the  third,  m  the  hostelry  of  Saint 
chaef  s,  when  it  pleased  you  to  lay  your  switch 
across  the  face  of  my  comrada  in  order,  I  warrant, 
to  show  that  in  thejtouae  of  Seyton,  neither  the 
prompt  n«  or  its  descendants,  ndr  the  use  of  the 
doublet  and  hose,  are  subject  to  Salique  law,  or  con- 
fined to  the  use  of  the  males." 

**  Pair  sir,"  answered  Catherine,  looking  at  him 
with  great  steadiness,  and  some  surprise,  "  unisss 
your  faif  wits  have  forsaken  you,  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
to  ooi^ture  of  your  meaning." 

**  By  my  troth,  fair  mistress,"  answered  Roland, 
•*  and  were  I  as  wise  a  warlock  as  Michael  Scott,  1 
could  scarce  riddle  the  dream  vou  read  me.  Did  I 
not  see  you  last  night  in  the  hostelry  of  Saint  Mi- 
chael's t— Did  you  not  bring  me  this  sword,  with 
command  not  to  draw  it,  save  at  the  command  of  my 
native  and  fightful  Sovereign  7  And  have  I  not  done 
as  you  required  me  7  Or  is  the  sword  a  piece  of  lath 
--my  wonl  a  bulrush— my  memory  a  dream— and  my 
syss  good  for  naught— espials  which  oorbiea  might 
fick  out  of  my  head  7" 

'•And  if  your  eyes  serve  yon  not  mors  truly  on  other 


>ns  than  in  foi^r  visUm  of  Saint  Mwhatl"  said 


interrupted.''- 

The  damsel  was  right ;  for  no  sooner  hod  the  dull 
toll  of  the  castle  bell  begun  to  resound  through  the 
vaulted  apartment,  than  the  door  of  the  vestibuls 
flew  open,  and  the  steward,  with  his  severe  counte- 
nance, his  goki  chain,  and  his  white  rod,  entered  the 
apartment,  folbwed  by  the  same  train  of  domestics 
who  had  placed  the  dinner  on  the  table,  and  who 
now,  with  the  same  ceremonious  formality,  began  to 
remove  it. 

The  steward  remained  motionless  as  some  old 
picture,  while  the  domestics  did  their  ufiice :  and  when 
It  was  aocomplished,  every  thing  removed  from  the 
table,  and  the  board  itself  taken  from  its  tressels  and 
disposed  against  the  wall,  he  said  aloud,  without  ad- 
dressing any  one  in  particular,  and  somewhat  in  the 
tone  of  a  herald  reaaioA  a  proclamation,  "  My  noble 
Lady,  Dame  Margaret  Erskine,  by  marriage  Douglaa, 
lots  the  Lady  Mary  of  Scotland  and  her  attendants 
to  wit,  that  a  servant  of  the  true  evangole,  her  reve- 
rend chaplain,  will  to-night,  as  usual,  expound,  lec- 
ture, and  catechise,  aooordmg  to  the  forms  of  the 
congregation  of  gospe^ers." 

"Hark  you,  my  fi4end,  Mr.  Dryfesdale,"  said 
Catherine,  1  understand  this  announcement  is  a 
nightly  form  of  yours.  Now  I  pray  you  to  renaark, 
that  the  Lady  Fleming  and  I— for  I  trust  your  inso- 
lent invitation  concerns  us  only— have  chosen  Saint 
Peter's  pathway  to  heaven,  so  I  see  no  one  whom 
godly  exhortation,  catechise,  or  lecture,  can 


ifit,  excepting  this  poor  page,  who,  being  in  Sa- 
tan's hand  as  well  ss  yourself,  had  better  .worship 
with  you  than  remain  to  cumber  our  better-odvisea 
devotions." 

The  pae;e  was  well  nigl)  giving  a  roim^  denial  to 
the  assertions  which  this  speech  imphed,  when, 
remembering  what  had  passsd  betwixt  nini  and  the 
Regent,  and  seeing  Catherine's  finger  raised  in  a 
monitory  fashion,  he  felt  hiro^elf^  as  on  former  occa- 
sions at  the  Castle  of  AveneL  obliged  to  submit  to 
the  tssk  of  dissimulation,  and  followed  Drvfesdak 
down  to  the  castle  chapel,  where  he  asaistea  in  the 
devotions  of  the  evening. 

The  chaplain  was  named  ESias  Henderson.  He 
was  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  possessed  of  good 
natural  parts,  carefully  improved  by  the  best  educa- 
tion which  those  times  afiorded.  To  these  qualities 
were  sdded  a  faculty  of  close  and  terse  reasoning { 
and,  at  intervals,  a  ffow  of  happy  illustration  and  na- 
tiu^  eloquence.  The  religious  faith  of  Roland  Greme. 
as  we  have  already  had  opportunity  to  obsen'e^  rested 
on  no  secure  basis,  but  was  entertained  rather  m  obe- 
dience to  his  grandmother's  behests^  and  his  secret 
desire  to  contradict  the  chaplain  of  Avenel  Castlei 
than  firom  any  fixed  or  steady  reliance  which  he  placed 
on  the  Romish  creed.  His  ideas  had  been  of  late 
considerably  enlarj^ed  by  the  scenes  he  had  passed 
through ;  and  feehng  that  there  was  shame  m  not 
understanding  aometning  of  those  political  disputes 
betwixt  the  proferaoreofthe  ancient  and  of  the  re- 
formed faith,  he  listened  with  more,  attentk>n  than  it 
had  hitherto  been  in  his  nature  to  yield  on  such  occa- 
sions, to  an  animated  discussion  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal points  of  difTerence  betwixt  the  chureheai  So 
passed  away  the  first  day  in  the  Castle  of  Lochleven : 
and  those  which  folfowod  it,  were,  for  some  time,  or 
a  very  monotonous  and  uniform  tenor. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


Tifl  a  w«anr  \Hh  thit 

VauU«  overnMd,  and  fralM  and  bam  aroood  n>e, 
And  mr  tad  houri  ipcnt  with  as  sad  companiona, 
Whoae  UmnmIiU  are  broodmr  o'«r  their  own 
Far,  fki  too  aatpljr  to  taka  pwtin  auoa. 

Tk*  IFoMtniM. 
Tmt  coarse  of  life  to  which  Mary  and  her  littJu 
retinue  were  doomed,  was  in  the  last  degree  secluded 
and  lonely,  varied  only  as  the  weather  permitted  or 
rendered  impossible  the  Queen's  usual  walk  in  the 
garden,  or  on  the  battlements.    The  greater  part  oi 
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itk  morning  she  -wrought  with  her  ladies  at  tkoae 
pieces  of  needlework,  many  of  which,  etiU  rentain 
ptoofB  of  her  indefatigable  application.  At  such  hours 
the  page  waa  permitted  the  freedom  of  the  cattle  and 
iaHet ;  nay,  he  was  sometimes  invited  to  attend  George 
I>oagla8  when  he  went  a-sporting  upon  the  lake,  or  on 
its  margin ;  opportunities  of  diversion,  which  were 
ohiy  clouded  by  the  remarkable  melancholv  which 
always  seemed  to  brood  on  that  gentleman  s  brow, 
and  to  msrk  his  whole  demeanour,— a  sadneas  so 
profound,  that  Roland  never  observed  him  to  smile, 
or  to  speak  any  word  unconnected  with  the  immedi" 
ate  object  of  their  exercise. 

The  most  pleasant  part  of  Roland's  day,  was  the 
oeeasional  space  whicii  he  was  permitted  to  pass  in 
personal  attendance  on  the  Queen  and  her  ladies,  to* 
gether  with  the  regular  dinner-time,  which  he  always 
spent  with  Dame  Mary  Fleming  and  Catherine  Sey- 
ton.  At  these  periods,  he  had  frequent  occasion  to 
admire  the  Kvely  spirit  and  inventive  imagination  of 
the  latter  damsel,  who  was  unwearied  in  her  contri- 
vances to  amuse  her  mistress,  and  to  banish,  for  a 
thne  at  least,  the  melancholy  which  preyed  on  her 
bosom.  8he  danced,  she  sung,  she  recited  tales  of 
ancient  and  modem  times,  with  that  heartfelt  exer- 
tion of  talent,  of  which  the  pleasure  hes  not  in  the 
vanity  of  displaying  it  to  others,  but  in  the  enthu- 
siastic consciousness  that  we -possess  it  ourselves. 
And  yet  these  hi^  accomplishments  were  mixed  with 
an  air  of  rusticity  and  harebrained  vivacity,, whkjh 
seemed  rather  to  belong  to  some  village-maid,  the 
(xxmctte  of  the  ring  jiround  the  Maypole,  than  to  the 
hign-bred  descendant  of  an  ancient  baron.  A  touch 
ofaudacity,  altogether  short  of  eifrontery,  and  far  less 
approaching  to  vulgarity,  trave  as  it  were  a  wildness 
to  all  that  she  did ;  and  Mary,  while  defendhig  her 
from  some  of  the  occasional  censures  of  her  grave 
companion,  compared  her  to  a  trained  singmg-bird 
f^scaped  from  a  cage,  which  practises  in  all  the  luxu- 
riance of  freedom,  and  in  full  possession  of  the  green- 
wood bough,  the  airs  which  it  had  learned  dunng  its 
earlier  captivity. 

The  moments  which  the  page  was  permitted  to 
ptass  in  the  presence  of  this  fascmating  creature,  danced 
80  rapidly  away,  that,  brief  as  they  were,  ihey  com- 
pensated the  wcarr  dulness  of  all  the  rest  of  the  day. 
The  space  of  indulgence,  however,  was  always  brief, 
nor  were  any  i^rivate  interviews  betwixt  him  and 
Catherine  permitted,  or  even  possible.  Whether  it 
were  some  special  precaution  respecting  the  Queen's 
household,  or  whether  it  were  her  general  ideas  of 
propriety,  Dame  Fleming  seemed  particulariy  atten- 
tive to  prevent  the  young  people  from  holdmg  any 
separate  correspondence  together,  and  bestowed,  for 
Catherine's  sole  benefit  in  this  matter,  the  full  stock 
of  prudence  and  experience  which  she  had  acquired 
when  mother  of  the  Queen's  maidens  of  honour,  and 
by  which  she  had  gained  their  hearty  hatred.  Casual 
meetings,  however,  could  not  be  pre  vented,,  unless 
Catlienne  had  been  more  desirous  of  shunning,  or 
Roland  Greme  less  anxious  in  watching  fbr  them. 


A  smile,  a  gibe,  a  sarcasm,  disarmed  of  its  severity  b^ 
the  arch  look  with  which  it  was  aoeompanied. 
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that  time  permitted  to  pass  between  them  on  such 
occasions.  Bm  such  passing  interviews  neither  af- 
forded means  nor  opportunity  to  renew  the  discnssion 
of  the  circumstances  attending  their  eariier  acquaint- 
ance, nor  to  permit  Roland  to  investigate  more  accu- 
rately the  mysterious  apparition  of  the  page  in  the 
pirrpie  velvet  cloak  at  the  hostelry  of  Saint  Michaer& 
The  winter  months  slipped  heavily  away,  and  spring 
was  alroady  advanced,  wben  Roland  Gneme  observed 
a  gradual  change  in  the  manners  of  his  fellow-pri- 
soners. Having  no  business  of  hts  own  to  attend  to, 
and  beine,  like  those  of  his  ag^  education,  and  degree, 
sufficiently  curious  concerning  what  passed  around, 
he  began  by  degrees  to  suspect,  and  finally  to  be 
convinced,  that  there  was  something  in  agitation 
among  hb  companions  in  captivity,  to  which  they  did 

S>t  desire  that  he  should  be  privy.  Nay,  he  became 
mos«  certain  that,  by  some  means  umnteUigible  to 
iihn.  Queen  Mary  held  correspondence  beyvind  the 
wails  and  waters  which  surrounded  her  pri8on-)M>nee, 
m9u\  *i.at  abe  I  oorished  some  aeciet  hope  of  didiver- 


anoa  or  eseapa^  Is  tk%  Miveisatioos  betwjxt  h«i 
and  her  attendanta»  at  whioi  ha  was  aecessanly  pre- 
sent, the  Queen  could  not  alwaya  avoid  showing  that 
she  was  aequainted  with  the  events  which  were  pass* 
ing  abroad  in  the  worid.  and  which  he  only  Beard 
through  her  report.  He  observed  that  she  wrote  more 
and  worked  less  than  had  been  her  former  custom, 
and  that,  as  if  desirous  to  lull  suspicion  asleep,  she 
changed  her  manner  towards  the  Lady  Lochleven 
into  one  more  gracious,  and  which  seemed  to  ex- 
press a  resigned  submission, to  her  lot.  "  They  think 
I  am  blind,"  he  said  to  himself^  *'  and  that  I  am 
unfit  to  be  trusted  because  I  am  so  young,  or  it  may 
be  because  I  ¥ras  sent  hither  by  the  Regent.  Well  I. 
--be  it  BO— they  may  be  glad  to  confide  in  me  in  the 
long  run ;  and  Catherine  Seyton,  for  as  saucy  as  she 
is,  may  find  me  as  safe  a  confidant  as  that  sullen 
DoUglss,  whom  she  is  always  running  after.  It  mmy . 
be  they  are  angry  wiUi  me  for  listening  to  Master 
Elias  Henderson ;  but  it  was  Uieir  own  fault  for  send- 
ing me  there ;  and  if  the  man  speaks  truth  and  good 
sense,  and  preaches  only  the  word  of  God.  he  is  as 
likely  to  be  right  as  either  Pope  or  Councils." 

It  is  probable  that  in  this  last  conjectures  Roland 
Grieme  had  hit  upon  the  real  cause  why  the  ladies 
had  not  intrusted  him  with  their  counsels.  He  had 
of  LiTe  had  1^4 1<  -il  •  '  ices  with  Henderson  on 
tfiE?  :ul<jrct  iH  ■  -...',  had  given  him  to,  under- 
st/inil  tii4t  ho  atuod  ill  iit>  d  of  iiis  instructions  al* 
thon£!h  he  hid  nui  tint  11^  I  it  there  was  either  pru 
dert^i'e  or  ncoee^^kty  for  €oti1'  jsing  that  hitherto  he  bad  ■ 
hdrl  the  icnets  of  the  Chun  h  ofRome. 

FJiua  Htiid*.rwti,  a  kttn  propagator  of  the  re- 
ftimtid  faith,  hod  sought  the  seclusion  of  Lochleven 
Ca»tle,  with  the  etprt*>s  purpose  and  expectation  of 
mi'ikiiig  convLTts  from  lit'ime  amongst  the  domestics 
of  the  diL  throned  Qw^n,  mid  confirming  the  faith  oi 
th'i«6  who  airuady  hi^kt  the  protestant  doctrines. 
pj'rha[na  his  hopt-a  soai:'  i  ahttle  higher,  and  he 
Tiirmfu  noiimh  »au\y  ationof  a  proseWte  more 

diMiriffuiphtd,  in  ih  1  of  the  deposed  Queen. 

Kilt  I  Ik-  periinju'ik'  bich  she  snd  her  female 

atii'ndnntft  T*-i\i^tl  ^'  r  listen  to  him,  rendered 

such  hapLS  il  lie  mjuuLiUta  it,  altogether  abortive. 

The  opportunity,  therefor^  of  enlarging  the  reli* 
gioos  information  of  Rolaaa  Graeme,  and  bringing 
him  to  a  more  due  sense  of  his  duties  to  Heaven,  was 
hailed  by  the  good  man  as  a  door  opened  by  Provi- 
dence for  the  salvation  of  a  sinner.  He  dreamed  not, 
indeed,  that  he  was  converting  a  papist,  h-M  axick 
was  the  ignorance  which  Roland  di«)layed  upox 
some  material  points  of  the  reformed  doctrine,  tha 
Master  Henderson,  while  praising  his  docility  to  th 
Lady  Lochleven  and  her  grandson,  seldom  failed  to 
add,  that  his  venerable  brother,  Henry  Warden,  must 
be  now  decayed  in  strength  and  m  mind,  since  he 
found  a  catechumen  of  his  flock  so  ill-grounded  in 
the  princii^es  of  his  belief.  For  this,  indeed,  Roland 
Graeme  thought  it  was  unnecessary  to  asfign  the  true 
reason,  which  was  his  having  made  it  a  point  of  honour 
to  foiget  all  that  Henry  Warden  taught  him,  as  soon 
as  he  was  no  longer  compelled  to  repeat  it  ever  as  a 
lesson  acquired  by  rote.  The  lessons  of  his  new  in- 
stmcten  if  not  more  impressively  delivered,  were 
received  by  a  more  willing  ear.  and  a  more  awakened 
undentanding,  and  the  solitude  of  Lochleven  Castle 
WBB  favourable  to  graver  thoughu  than  the  page  had 
hitherto  entertained.  He  wavered  yet,  indeed,  as  one 
who  was  almost  persuaded ;  but  his  attention  to  the 
chaplain's  instmctions  procured  him  favour  even  witk 
the  stem  old  dame  herself;  and  he  was  once  or  twice, 
but  under  great  precaution,  permitted  to  go  to  the, 
nei^bouring  village  of  Kinross,  situated  on  the  main- 
land, to  execute  some  ordinary  commission  of  his 
unfortunste  mistress. 

For  some  time  Roland  Graeme  might  be  considered 
as  standing  neuter  betwixt  the  two  partkss  who  in- . 
habited  the  waler-girdled  Tower  of  Lochleven ;  but,, 
as  he  rose  in  the  opinion  of  the  Lady  of  the  Castte 
and  her  chaplain,  he  perceived,  with  great  grie£  that 
he  lost  ground  in  that  of  Mary  and  her  female  allies. 

He  came  gradiuUly  to  be  sensible  that  he  was  re*, 
garded  as  a  spy  upon  their  discourse,  and  that,  instead 
of  the  eas6  with  which  they  had  formerly  conversea 
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m  hm  prMBDCflk  wilhoat  iuppjoawig  aajr  pf  Um  Data-  kUpi,  impiiioiied,  mftil  it  died  on  hiatongne^  a  rerroacn 


E>1  ueungs  of  aooer,  of  sorrow,  or  mirth,  which  the 
chance  topic  of  the  moment  hapfiened  to  call  forth, 
tbeir  talk  was  now  guardedly  restricted  to  the  most 
iDdiffi»ieot  aubiects,  and  a  studied  resenre  observed 
even  in  the  mode  of  treatmg  these.  ,This  obvious  want 
of  confidence  was  accompanied  with  a  correspondent 
change  in  their  personal  demeanour  towards  the  un- 
fortunate page.  The  Queen,  who  had  at  first  treated 
him  with  marked  courtesy,  now. scarce  spoke  to  him 
•ave  to  convey  some  necessary  oomroand  for  her  ser- 
Tvce.  The  Lady  Fleming  restricted  her  notice  to  the 
most  dry  and  distant  expressions  of  civility,  and 
Catherine  Seyton  became  bitter  in  her  pleasantries, 
and  shy,  cross,  and  pettish,  in  any  intercourse  they 
had  together.  What  was  yet  more  provoking,  he 
^w,  or  thought  he  saw,  marks  of  intelligence  betwixt 
Georae  Douglas  and  the  beautifiil  Catherine  Sevton ; 
and,  sharpened  by  Jealousy,  he  wrought  himself  almost 
into  a  certainty,  that  the  looks  which  they  exchanged 
conveyed  matters  of  deep  and  serious  import,  "wo 
wonder,"  he  thougiit,  "  i^  courted  by  the  son  of  a 
pfoud  and  powerful  baroii;  she  can  no  longer  spare  a 
word  or  look  to  the  poor  fortuneless  page. 

In  a  word,  Roland  Grime's  situation  became  truly 
oisagreeable,  and  his  heart  naturally  enough  rebelled 
■j^nsc  the  injustice  of  this  treatment,  which  deprived 
ami  of  the  only  comfort  which  he  had  received  tor 
Mibmitting  to  a  confinement  in  other  respects  nii- 
aomeb  He  accused  Queen  Mary  and  Catherine  Sey- 
ton (for  concerning  the  opinion  of  Dame  Fleming 
he  was  indifi^rent)  of  inconsistency  in  being  dis- 
pleased with  him  on  account  of  the  nauiral  conse- 
ipences  of  an  9rder  of  their  own.  Why  did  they  send 
him  to  hear  this  overpowering  preacher?  The  Abbot 
Junbiosius,  he  recollected,  understood  the  weakness 
of  their  Popish  cause  better,  when  he  enjoined  him 
10  repeat  within  his  own  mmd  avM,  and  credos^  and 
vaUrg,  ali  the  while  old  Henry  Warden. preached  dr 
lectured,  that  so  he  might  secure  himself  against 
iBftdmg  even  a  momentary  ear  to  his  heretical  doc- 
Uine.  "But  I  will  endure  this  life  no  longer,"  said 
be  to  himse^  manfully;  "do  they  suppose  I  would 
betray  ray  mistress,  because  I  see  cause  to  doubt  of 
hor  religion  7— that  would  be  a  servings  as  they  say. 
the  devil  for  God*s  sake.  I  will  forth  mto  the  world 
-—he  that  serves  fair  ladies,  may  at  least  expect  kind 
looks  and  kind  words ;  and  I  bear  not  the  mind  of  a 
gentleman,  to  submit  to  cold  treatment  and  sus- 
pickin,  and  a  life-long  captivity  besides.  I  will  speak 
to  George  Douglas  to-morrow  when  we  go  out 
a-fishing.^' 

A  sleepless  night  was  spent  in  agitating  this  mag- 
nam'mous  resolution,  and  he  arose  in  the  morning 
not  perfectly  decided  in  his  own  mind  whether  he 
should  abide  by  it  or  noL  It  happened  that  he  was 
summoned  by  the  Queen  at  an  unusual  hour,and  just 
ts  he  was  about  to  go  out  with  George  Douglas.  He 
west  to  attend  her  commands  in  the  garden ;  but  as 
he  had  his  an/^ling-rod  in  his  hand,  the  circumstance 
announced  his  previous  intention,  and  the  Queen, 
turning  to  the  Lady  Fleming,  said,  "  Catherine  must 
devise  some  other  amusement  for  us,  ma  bonne  amiet 
our  discreet  page  has  abready  made  his  party  for  the 
day's  pleasure.*^ 

*  I  said  fit>m  the  beginning."  answered  the  Lady 
Fleming,  "that  your  Grace  ought  not  to  rely  on  being 
favoured  with  the  company  ot  a  youth  who  has  so 
many  Huguenot  acquaintances,  and  has  the  means  of 
tmuaing  himself  far  more  agreeably  than  with  ua" 

"I  wish,"  said  Catherine,  her  animated  features 
n^ening  with  mortification,  "that  his  friends  would 
HU  away  with  hitn  for  good,  and  bring  us  in  return  a 
page  (if  such  a  thing  can  be  found)  faithful  to  his 
Queen  and  to  his  religion." 

"One  part  ofyour  wishes  may  be  granted,  madam," 
said  Roland  Grsme,  unable  any  longer  to  restrain 
his  sense  of  the  treatment  which  he  received  on  all 
ndes;  and  he  was  about  to  add,  "I  heartily  wish  you 
a  companion  in  my  room,  if  such  can  be  found,  who 
is  capable  of  enduring,  women's  caprices  without 
going  distracted."  Luckily,  he  recollected  the  remorse 
which  he  had  felt  at  having  given  way  to  the  vivacity 
«f  Iiir  temper  upozi  asinvlar  occasion  s  and  dosing  hia 
Y0L.IIL 


so  misbecoming  the  presence  of  majesty. 

"  Why  do  you  remain  there,"  said  the  Queen,  "  at 
if  you  ware  rooted  to  theparteneT' 

"  I  but  attend  your  Grace's  commands,"  said  the 

''I  have  none  to  give  ypu^— Begone  sir!" 
As  he  left  the  garden  to  go  to  the  boat,  he  distincuy 
heard  Mary  upbrud  one  of  her  attendants  in  these 
words :— "Vou  see  to  what  you  have  exposed  us!" 

This  brief  scene  at  oncedetermined  Roland  Greme's 
resolution  to  quit  the  castle,  if  it  wera  possible,  and 
to  impart  his  resolution  to  George  Douglas  without 
loss  of  time.  That  gentleman,  in  his  usual  mood  ol 
silence,  sate  in  the  stem  of  the  little  skiff  which  they 
used  on  such  occasions^  trimming  his  fishing-tackle^ 
and,  fcom  time  to  tima  indicating  by  signs  to  Gnerae^ 
who  puUed  the  oars,  which  wa  v  he  should  row.  When 
they  were  a  fiiriong  or  two  from  the  castle,  Roland 


tested  on  the  oara  and  addressed  bis  companion  some* 
what  abruptly,—  *  I  have  something  of  importance  to 
say  to  you,  under  your  pleasure  fair  sir." 

The  pensive  melancholy.of  Douglas's  countenance 
at  once  gave  way  to  the  eager,  keen,  and  startled  look 
of  oni^  who  expects  to  hear  something  of  deep  and 
alarming  import. 

"  I  am  wearied  to  the  very  death  of  this  Castle  of 
Lochleven,"  continued  Roland. 

"  Is  that  all  ?"  said  Douglas ;  "  I  know  none  of  ita 
inhabitants  who  are  much  better  pleased  with  it." 

"Ay-  -but  I  am  neither  a  native  of  the  bouse,  nor  a 
prisons  in  it,  and  so  I  may  reasonably  deaire  to  leavf 

"Yju  it  I  ij^  tit  'if.' Are  to  quit  it  with  equal  reason," 
answered  Douglas,  "if  you  were  both  the  one  and  the 
otlicr," 

''  lint"  sflid  Roland  Gnsme,  "I  am  not  only  tired  of 
liviTiLf  in  Lochleven  Castle,  but  I  am  determined  !• 
quit  *l'^ 

^'That  is  a  jr^^ttition  more  easily  taken  than  exo> 
cutwl,"  r(\plitjfl  O'liiglas. 

'  ?x  ^:  li  yo-iisilf,  sir,  and  your  Lady  Mother,  chooas 
to  consent^"  answered  the  page. 

"You  mistake  the  matter,  Roland,"  said  Douglas ( 
"  you  will  find  that  the  consent  of  two  other  persons 
iscQually  essential—that  the  Lady  Mary  your  mistresc^ 
ana  tliat  of  my  uncle  the  Regent,  who  placed  you 
about  her  person,  and  who  will  not  think  it  proper 
that  she  should  change  her  attendants  so  soon." 

"And  must  1  then  remam  whether  I  wiH  or  nof* 
demanded  the  page,  somewhat  appalled  at  a  view  of 
the  subject,  which  would  have  occurred  sooner  to  a 
person  of  more  experience. 

"  At  least"  said  Greorge  Douglas,  "  you  must  wiU 
to  remain  till  my  uncle  consents  to  dismiss  you." 

"  Frankly,"  said  the  page,  "  and  speaking  to  you  as 
a  gentleman  who  is  incapable  of  betraying;  me,  I  will 
confiEws,  that  if  I  thought  myself  a  prisoner  heri% 
neither  walls  nor  water  should  confine  me  long." 

"  Frankly,  *  said  Douglas,  "I  could  not  much  blame 
you  for  the  attempt ;  yet,  for  all  that,  my  father,  or 
uncle,  or  the  eari,  or  any  of  my  brothers,  or  in  short 
any  of  the  king's  lords  into  whose  hands  you  iel^ 
would  in  such  a  case  hang  you  like  a  do^,  or  like  a 
eeptinel  who  deserts  his  post ;  and  I  promise  you  that 
you  will  hardly  escape  them.  But  row  towards  Saint 
Se^'s  island— there  is  a  breeae  from  the  west,  and  we 
shall  have  sport,  keeping  to  windward  of  the  isle,  where 
the  ripple  is  strongest.  We  will  speak  more  of  what 
you  have  mentu>ned  when  we  have  had  an  hour's 
sport." 

Their  fishing  was  successful,  though  never  did  twe 
anglers  pursue  even  that  silent  and  unsocial  pleasure 
with  less  of  verbal  intercourse. 

When  their  time  was  expired,  Douglas  took  the 
oars  in  his  turn,  and  by  his  order  Roland  Gr«me 
steered  the  boat,  directing^ her  course  upon  the  land* 
ing  place  at  the  castle.  But  he  also  stopped  In  the 
midst  of  his  course,  and,  looking  around  nim,  said  to 
GrflBme,  "'There  is  a  thing  which  1  could  mention  to 
thee;  but  it  is  so  deep  a  secret,  that  even  here,  sur- 
rounded as  we  are  by  waves  and  sky,  without  the 
possibilily  0  ]^a  listener,  I  q^|i|^lpi:!eyiJlpijjrnyeelf  m 
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**  Better  letve  it  unspoken,  sir,**  answered  Rdland. 
Oreme,  '*  if  you  doubt  the  honour  of  him  who  abme 
can  hear  it.*' 

"  I  doubt  not  your  honour,"  replied  George  Douglas } 
**  but  you  are  young,  imprudent  and  changeful.'*^ 

'*  ^  oung,"  said  Roland,  "  I  am,  and  it  may  be 
nnpnident— but  who  hath  informed  you  that  I  am 
ehangefulT* 

'    *'One  that  knotis  you,  perhaps,  better  than  vou 
know  yourself/'  replied  Douglas. 

**I  suppose  you  mean  Catherine  Seyton,"  said  the 
pasa  his  heart  rising  as  he  spoke;  *^but  she  is  her- 
self nfty  times  more  variable  in  her  humour  than  the 
▼ery  water  which  we  are  floatin^^  upon." 

**  My  young  acquaintance,^'  said  Douglas,  "  I  pray 
vou  to  remember  that  Catherine  Seyton  is  a  lady  of 
blood  and  birth,  and  must  not  be  lightly  spoken  of." 

"Master  George  of  Douglas,"  said  Grseme,  "as 
that  soeech  seemed  to  be  made  under  the  warrant  of 
something  tike  a  threat,  I  pray  you  to  observe,  that  I 
Taluc  not  the  threat  at  the  estimation  of  a  fin  of  one 
of  these  dead  trouta ;  and,  moreover,  I  would  have 

Sou  to  know  that  the  champion  who  undertakes  the 
efence  of  every  ladv  of  blood  and  birth,  whom  men 
accuse  of  change  or  faith  and  of  fashion,  is  like  to 
have  cnouffh  of  work  on  his  hands." 
'  "  Go  to,"  saki  the  Seneschal,  but  in  a  tone  of  good- 
humour,  "  thou  art  a  foolish  boy,  unfit  to  deal  with 
any  matter  more  serious  than  the  casting  of  a  net,  or 
the  flying  of  a  hawk" 

"If 
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with  her,  as  she  has  ere  now." 

The  flush  which  passed  over  Douglas^^  f^rr^  mride 
the  page  aware  that  be  had  lighted  on  a  mrrh,  when 
he  was,  in  fact,  speaking  at  random;  arni  rbo  f-tling 
that  he  had  done  so,  was  like  striking  u  <  ^;<LLL>  t  into 
his  own  heart.  His  companion,  witlioui  lunfier 
answer,  resumed  the  oani  and  pulled  luf^tily  til]  iljpy 
arrived  at  the  island  ancf  the  castle.  Thi^  «f!fvnnts 
received  the  produce  of  their  sport,  and  t lie  two  fish- 
ers, turning  from  each  other  in  silence,  wt:nt  eaclt  to 
his  severalapartment. 

Roland  Grsme  had  spent  about  an  hour  in  grum- 
bling against  Catherine  Seyton,  the  Queen,  the  Re- 
emd  the  whole  House  of  Lochleven,  with  George 
as  at  the  head  of  it,  when  the  time  approached 
is  duty  called  him  to  attend  the  meal  of  Queen 
Kary.  As  be  arranged  his  dress  for  this  purpose,  lie 
grudged  the  trouble,  which,  on  similar  occasions,  he 
used,  with  boyish  foppery,  to  conskler  as  one  of  the 
most  important  duties  of  his  day;  and  when  he  went 
to  take  nis  place  behind  the  cnair  of  the  Queen,  it 
was  with  an  air  of  offended  dignity,  which  could  not 
escape  her  observation,  and  probably  appeared  to  her 
ridiculous  enough,  for  she  whispered  something  in 
French  to  her  ladies,  at  which  the  Lady  Fleming 
laughed,  and  Catherine  appeared  half  diverted  and 
half  disconcerted.  This  pleasantry,  of  which  the  sub- 
|ect  was  concealed  from  him,  the  unfortunate  page 
received,  of  course,  as  a  new  offence^  and  called  an 
additional  degree  of  sullen  dignity  into  bis  mien, 
which  might  have  exposed  him  to  farther  raDlery,  but 
that  Mary  appeared  disposed  to  make  allowance  for 
and  compassionate  his  feelings. 

With  the  peculiar  tact  ana  delicacy  which  no  wo- 
man possessed  in  greater  perfection,  she  began  to 
■oothe  by  degrees  the  vexed  spirit  oi  her  magnani- 
mous attendant.  The  excellence  of  the^fish  which 
he  had  taken  in  his  expedition,  the  hi^h  flavour  and 
beautiful  red  colour  of  the  tronts,  wnkh  have  long 
given  distinction  to  the  lake,  led  her  first  to  express 
he*  thanks  to  her  attendant  for  so  agreeable  an  addi- 
tion 10  her  table,  especially  upon  a  >bfir  de  jeune  /  and 
then  brought  on  inquiries  into  the  place  where  the 
fish  had  been  taken,  their  size,  theii  peculiarities^  the 
times  when  they  were  in  season,  and  ,a  comparison 
between  the  Lochleven  trouts  and  those  which  are 
found  in  the  lakes  andriversof  the  south  of  Scotland. 
The  ill  humour  of  Roland  Gncme  waa  never  of  an 
•bstinate  character.  It  rolled  away  like  mist  before 
the  sun,  and  he  was  easily  engaeed  in  a  keen  and 
animated  diaserution  about  Lochleven  troat,  and  sea 


troat,  and  river  traot  and  biil|  tront,  and  char,  wfaicfr 
never  rise  to  a  fly,  and  par.  which  some  suppose  *nfanf 
salmon,  and  herlingB^  which  frequent  the  Nith,  and 
vendis»es,  which  are  only  found  m  the  Castle- Locb 
of  Lochmaben;  and  be  was  hurrying  on  with  the 
eager  impetuosity  and  enthusiasm  of  a  young  sports- 
man, when  he  observed  that  the  smile  with  which 
the  Queen  at  first  listened  to  him  died  languidly 
away,  and  that,  in  spite  of  her  efforts  to  supnreac 
them,  tears  rose  to  her  eyes.  He  stopped  suadenlr 
short,  and^  distressed  in  his  turn,  aaked,  "If  be  bod 
had  the  misfortune  unwittingly  to  give  displeasure  to 
her  Grace?" 

"No,  my  poor  boy,"  replied  the  Queen ;  "but  at 
you  numbered  up  the  lakes  and  rivera  of  mr  king- 
dom, imagination  cheated  me,  as  it  will  do,  and 
snatched  me  from  these  dreary  walla,  away  to  the 
romantic  streams  of  Nithsdale.  and  the  royal  towers 
of  Lochmaben.— O  land,  which  my  fathers  have  so 
long  ruled!  of  the  pleasures  which  you  extend  so 
freely,  your  Queen  is  now  deprived,  and  the  pooreat 
beggar,  who  may  wander  free  from  one  landward 
town  to  another,  would  scorn  to  change  fates  with 
Mary  of  Scodand !" 

"Your  Highness,"  saki  the  Lady  Fleming,  **will 
do  well  to  withdraw." 

"  Come  with  me  then,  Fleming,"  said  the  Queen, 
**  I  would  not  burden  hearts  so  yoimg  aa  theee  axe^ 
with  the  sight  of  my  sorrows." 

She  accompanied  these  words  with  a  look  of  nie- 
lancholy  compassion  towarda  Roland  and  Catherine^ 
who  were  now  left  alone  together  in  the  apartment. 

The  pace  found  his  situation  not  a  little  embar- 
rassing; lor,  as  every  reader  has  experienced  who 
may  have  chanced  to  be  in  such  a  situation,  it  is 
extremely  diflScult  to  maintain  the  full  dignity  of  an 
offended  person  in  the  presence  of  a  beautiful  girl, 
whatever  reason  we  may  have  for  being  angry  with 
her.  Catherine  Seyton,  on  her  part,  sate  still  like  a 
lingering  ghost,  which,  conscious  of  the  awe  which  its 
presence  imposes,  is  charitabl/  disposed  to  give  the 
poor  confused  mortal  whom  it  visits,  time  to  recover 
his  senses,  and  comply  with  the  grand  rule  of  de> 
monology  by  speaking  first.  But  aa  Roland  seemed 
in  no  hurry  to  avail  himself  of  her  condescension,  aha 
carried  it  a  step  farther,  and  herself  openeMie  con- 
versation. 

"  I  pray  you,  fair  fcr,  if  it  may  be  permitted  me  to 
disturb  your  august  reverie  by  a  question  so  simple,— 
what  may  have  become  of  your  rosary?" 

"  It  is  lost,  madam— lost  some  time  since,"  said 
Robnd.  partly  embarrassed  and  partly  indignant 

''And  may  I  ask  farther,  air."  said  Catherine 
"  why  you  have  not  replaced  it  with  another  7—1  have 
half  a  mind,"  ahe  saki,  taking  from  her  pocket  a 
string  of  ebony  beads  adorned  with  gold,  "  to  bestow 
one  upon  you,  to  keep  for  my  sake,  just  to  remind 
you  of  former  acouaintance.V 

There  was  a  little  tremulous  accent  in  th^  tone 
vri th  which  these  words  were  delivered,  which  at 
once  put  to  flight  Roland  Grcme's  resentment,  and 
brought  him  to  Catherine's  side ;  but  she  instantly 
resumed  the  bold  and  firm  accent  which  was  more 
familiar  to  her.  "  I  did  not  bid  you,"  ahe  said,  "  come 
and  sit  so  close  by  me;  for  the  acquaintance  that  I 
spoke  oil  has  been  atifl  and  cold,  dead  and  buried,  fbr 
this  many  a  day." 

"Now  Heaven  forbid  1"  said  thepag&  "it  haa  only 
slept ;  and  now  that  you  desire  it  should  awake,  fiaji 
Catherine,  believe  me  that  a  pledge  of  your  retuniing 
favour" 

"  Nay,  nav,"  aaid  Catherine,  withholding  the  ro- 
sary, towarois  which,  as  he  spoke,  he  extended  his 
hand,  "  I  have  changed  my  mind  on  better  reflection. 
What  ahould  a  heretic  do  with  these  holy  bea<ib, 
that  have  been  blessed  by  the  Father  of  the  church 
himaelf?" 

Roland  winced  grievously,  for  he  saw  plainly  which 
way  the  discourae  was  now  likely  to  tend,  and  felt  that 
it  muat  at  all  events  be  embarrassing.  "Nay,  but,' 
he  aaid,  "it  was  a  token  of  your  own  regard  that  yoi 
offered  them." 

Ay,  fair  sir,  but  that  regard  attended  the  faithful 
jeet,  the  foyai  and  pious  Catholic,  the  indivkinal 
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who  waa  so  toiemntf  devoted  «t  llie  miM  thiui  with 
myself  to  the  same  grand  daty ;  which,  yoa  must 
DOW  undentand,  was  to  senre  the  church  and  Queen. 
Tto  such  a  peraun,  if  yoa  ever  heard  of  him,  was  mv 
regard  due,  and  not  to  him  who  associates  with 
beretica,  and  is  about  to  become  a  renegado." 

**  I  riioukl  scarce  betieve,  fair  mistress,"  said  Ro- 
land, indisnantlf,  **  that  the  Tane  of  your  ftyour 
tsmed  only  to  a  Uatholio  wind,  considering  that  it 
points  so  plainly  to  George  Douglas,  who  i  think,  is 
Doth  kinxsman  and  piotestant'' 

"  Think  bett^  of  George  Douglas,"  said  Catherine, 
"  than  to  believe"  and  then  checking  herself  as 

if  she  had  spoken  too  much,  she  went  on  "  1 


roo,  fair  Master  Roland,  that  all  who  wish  you  well 
tre  sorry  for  you." 

"Thcor  number  is  very  few^  Ibdieve,"  answered 
Roland,  ^  and  their  sorrow,  if  they  feel  any,  not 
deeper  than  ten  minutes'  time  will  cure." 

**  They  are  more  numerous,  and  think  more  deeply, 
eoncermng  you,  than  you  seem  to  be  aware,"  an- 
swered Catherine.  "  But  perhaps  they  think  wrong 
—You  are  the  best  Judge  in  your  own  affairs ;  and  a 
fon  prefer  gold  and  ohurch-lands  to  honour  and 
loyalty,  and  the  faith  of  your  fathers,  why  should  you 
be  hampered  in  conscience  more  than  others  7" 

**  May  Heaven  bear  witness  for  me,"  said  Roland, 
"  that  u  I  entertain  any  diflerence  of  opinion— that  is, 
if  I  nourish  any  doubts  in  point  of  religion  they  have 
been  adopted  on  the  conviction  of  my  own  mind,  and 
the  suggestion  of  my  own  conscience!" 

"  Ay,  ay,  your  conscience— your  consdenoe !"  re- 
peatfjQ  she  with  satiric  emphasis;  **yoar  conscience 
M  the  scape-goat ;  I  warrant  it  on  able  one— it  will 
beer  the  burden  of  one  of  the  best  manors  of  the 
Abbey  of  Saint  Mair  of  Kennaquhair,  lately  forfeited 
to  our  noble  lord  trie  King,  by  the  Abbot  and  com- 
munity thereof;  for  the  high  crune  of  6delity  to  their 
religious  voMTS,  and  now  to  be  granted  by  the  High 
ukT  Mighty  Traitor,  and  so  forth,  Jame&  Earl  of 
Mnrray.  to  the  good  sauire  of  dames  Roland  Grsema 
for  his  loyal  and  faithrul  service  as  ander-espial,  and 
deputy-turnkey,  for  securing  the  person  of  his  lawful 
nrereign.  Queen  Mary." 

"You  misconstrue  me  cruelly,"  said  the  page: 
"  yes,  Catherine,  most  cruelly— God  knows  I  would 
protect  this  poor  lady  at  the  risk  of  my  life,  or  with 
my  life:  but  what  can  I  do— what  can  any  one  do 
fbrherT* 

**  Much  may  be  dpne— enough  may  be  done— all 
may  be  done— if  men  will  be  but  true  and  honourable. 
is  Scottish  men  were  in  the  days  of  Bruce  and 
Wallace.  O,  Roland,  from  what  an  enterprise  you 
ire  now  withdrawing  your  heart  and  hand,  through 
mere  fickleness  ana  coldness  of  spirit !" 

"  How  can  I  withdraw,"  said  Roland,  "from  an 
enterprise  which  has  never  been  communicated  to 
me  7— Has  the  Queen,  or  have  you,  or  has  any  one, 
oommunicated  with  me  upon  any  thing  for  her  ser- 
rice  which  I  have  refused  ?  Or  have  you  not,  all  of 
TOO,  held  me  at  such  a  distance  from  youroounsels, 
is  if  I  were  the  most  faithless  spy  since  the  days  of 
Oanelon?"* 

**And  who^"  said  Catherine  Seyton,  "would  trust 
me  sworn  fnend.  and  pupil,  and  companion,  of  the 
heretic  preacher  Henderson  1  ay— a  proper  totor  you 
bave  chosen,  instead  of  the  excellent  Ambrosius. 
who  is  now  mmed  out  of  house  and  homestead,  if 
mdeed  he  is  not  languishing  in  a  dungeon,  for  with- 
itaoding  the  tyranny  of  Morton  to  whose  brother  ^ 
temporalities  of  that  noble  house  of  God  have  been 
gified  away  by  the  Regent" 

Is  it  possible?"  saB  the  page ;  "  and  is  the  eoteel- 
km  Father  Ambrose  in  such  distress  7" 

He  would  account  the  news  of  yow  fialluig  away 
nom  the  faith  of  your  fathers,"  answered  Catherine, 

i  worse  mishap  than  aught  that  tyraimy  can  inflict 
oo  himself." 

But  why,"  said  Roland,  very  much  moved,  "why 
■honld  you  suppose  that— that— that  it  is  with  me  as 
you  say  7" 

*  QtB,  Qiao,  or  OuMkn  of  Mamios.  it,  in  the  Ronaaow 
••  iba  nbtjeet  of  aiarlanwcM  amt  his  PalaiMiM,  •iwn  rapra- 
gu»d  M  tha  tcaitor  hf  whom  tho  Christian  ctaaapioBS  ars 


''Do  yon  yburstlfdenyitf '  rapHed  Catherine { "iW 
yon  not  admit  that  yotrhave  drunk  the  poison  whieb 
you  should  have  dashed  from  your  lips  7— Do  you  deof 
that  it  now  ferments  in  your  veins,  if  it  has  not  alto- 
gether oorrupted  the  springs  of  hie  I^Dq  you  deny 
UMit  you  have  your  doubts,  as  yon  proudly  term  them, 
respecting  what  popes  and  councils  have  declared  it 
unlawfiol  to  doubt  of  7*-Ib  not  youriaith  wavering,  if 
notoverthrown  7— Does  not  the  hereue  preacher  boast 
his  conquest  7— Does  not  the  heretic  woman  of  thif  • 
prison-house  hM  up  thy  example  to  others  7— Do  not 
the  dueen  and  the  Lady  Fleming  believe  in  thy  fall- 
ing away  7— And  is  there  any  except  eno-^es,  I  will 
speak  it  out,  end  think  as  lightly  as  you  please  of  my 
good  will— is  there  one  except  myself  that  holds  even 
a  Ungering  hope  that  you  may  yet  prove  what  we  once 
all  believed  of  yon  7" 

"I  know  not,"  said  oar  poor  page,  much  esbar- 
rassed  by  the  view  which  was  thus  presented  to  him 
of  the  conduct  he  was  expected  to  pursue,  and  by  a 
person  in  whom  he  was  ixH  the  less  interested  that  so 
long  a  residence  in  l^K>chleven  Castle,  with  no  obiect 
so  likely  to  attract  his  undivided  attention,  had  taken 
place  smee  they  bad  first  met,— '^  know  not  what 
you  expect  of  me,  or  fear  from  me.  I  was  sent  hither 
to  attend  Ctuecn  Mary,  and  to  her  I  acknowledge  the 
duty  of  a  servant  through  lifea«d  death.  If  any  one 
had  expected  service  of  another  kind,  I  was  not  the, 
party  to  render  it  I  neither  avow  nor  disclaim  tha 
doctrines  of  the  reformed  church.— Will  you  have  tha 
truth  7— It  seems  to  me  that  the  profligacy  of  the  Ca- 
tholic clergy  has  brought  this  judgment  on  their  own 
heads,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  it  may  be  for  their 
reformation.  But,  tor  betraying  this  unhappy  Queen, 
God  knows  I  am  guiltless  or  the  thought  Did  I  even 
believe  worse  of  her,  than  as  her  serrant  I  wish— a» 
her  subject  1  dare  to  do— I  would  not  betray  her-far 
from  it— I  wouW  aid  her  in  aught  which  ooiud  tend  to 
a  fair  trial  of  her  cause." 

"Enough!  enough  r  answered  Catherine,  daspin* 
her  hands  together;  "  then  thou  wilt  not  desert  us  if 
any  menns  are  presented,  by  which,  placing  our 
Royal  Mistress  at  freedom,  this  case  maybe  honestly 
tried  betwixt  her  and  her  rebellious  subjecU  7**      , 

"Nay— but,  fair  Catherine,"  replied  the  page,  "hear 
hut  what  the  Lord  %{  Murray  said  when  he  sent  ma 
hiiher"- 

"  Hear  but  what  the  devil  said,"  replied  the  maiden, 
"rather  than  what  a  false  subject,  a  false  brother,  a 
false  counsellor,  a  false  friend,  said  I  A  man  raised 
from  a  petty  pensioner  on  the  crown's  bounty,  to  bo 
the  counsellor  of  majesty,  and  the  prime  distribute 
of  the  bounties  of  the  state ;— one  with  whom  rank, 
fortune,  title,  consequence,  and  power,  all  grew  up 
like  a  mushroom,  by  the  mere  warm  good- will  of  uio 
sister,  whom,  in  requital,  he  hath  mewed, up  m  thi» 
place  of  melancholy  seclusion— whom,  in  f^her 
requital,  he  has  deposed,  and  whom,  if  ne  dared,  ha 
would  murder !" 

"  I  think  not  so  ill  of  the  Eari  of  Murray,"  said  Ro- 
land Graeme ;  "  and  sooth  to  speak,"  he  added,  with  a 
smUe,  "it  would  require  some  bribe  to  make  me  em* 
brace,  with  firm  and  desperate  resolution,  either  one 
side  or  the  other." 

"  Nay,  if  that  is  all,"  replied  Catherine  Seyton,  in  a 
tone  or  enthusiasm,  "you  shall  be  guerdoned  with 
prayers  from  oppressed  subjects— froiti  disposseessd 
clerey— from  insulted  nobles— Wiih  immortal  praise 
by  roture  ages— with  eager  gratitude  by  the  present— 
with  fame  on  earth,  and  with  felici^r  in  Heaven  t 
Your  country  will  thank  you— your  ^ueen  will  be 
debtor  to  you— you  will  achieve  at  once  the  hurbeet 
from  the  lowest  dazree  in  chivalry— all  men  willhon- 
our,  all  women  will  love  you— and  I,  sworn  with  yo« 
so  early  to  the  accomplishment  of  dueen  Mar/e 
freedom,  will— yes,  I  wHl  love  yoa  better  than— ever 
sister  loved  brother  1"  ,  , 

"  Say  on— say  on  f*  whispered  Rolaiid,  kneehngon 
one  knee,  and  taking  her  hand,  which,  in  the  warmtk 
of  exhortation,  Catherine  held  towards  him. 

"Nay."  said  she,  pausing,  "  I  have  already  said  toe 
much— rar  too  muclL  if  I  prevail  not  with  you— far  too 
little  if  I  do.  But  I  prevail,"  she  continued,  seoiBii 
thai  tlwootrnteDaaoe  of  the  youth  she  eddreseed  it- 


turned  the  enthntiiMi  of  bar  ^wti~'*I  dwtmIi  or 
Mther  the  good  cause  preveUs  |hfx>uga  ite  owa 
aa«agth<-thu8  I  devote  thee  to  it"  And  as  she 
■poke  she  appioacbed  her  finger  to  the  brow  of  the 
ajitonishad  yotitlL  and,  without  touching  it,  eigned  the 
cross  over  hu  forehead— stooped  her  face  towards 
him,  and  seemed  to  kiss  the  empty  spaoe  in  which  she 
hsd  traced  the  symbol ;  then  starting  up,  and  extri- 
oating  herself  from  his  grasp,  darted  into  the  Q^ieen's 
opartmeaL 

Roland  Graeme  remained  as  the  enthusiastic  maid- 
en had  left  him,  kneeling  on  one  knee,  with  breath 
withheld,  and  with  eyes  fixed  upon  the  space  which 
the  fairy  form  of  Catherine  Seyton  had  so  lately  oo- 

Siied.  If  his  thoughts  were  not  of  unmixed  deCght, 
f  at  least  partook  of  that  thrilling  and  iatoxicaimg, 
ugh  mingled  sense  of  pain  and  pleasura  the  most 
ovarpowenng  which  life  oifTers  in  its  blended  cup.  He 
rose  and  retured  sbwiy :  and  although  the  chaplain 
Mr.  HendersoD  preached  on  that  evening  his  best  ser- 
moiL  against  the  errors  of  popery,  I  would  not  engage 
that  he  was  foUowed  accurately  through  the  tnun  of 
hbieaacming  by  the  young  proselyte,  with  a  view  to 
whose  espeoMl  beaefit  he  kad  handled  the  subject. 
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CHAPTER   XXV. 

And  when  lo«t'«  torali  hath  Ml  tke  h«ai1  ia  fla«fi«, 
Ctm9*  Seifnof  Rea«oiu  with  liia  nwi  And  cautiont, 
QjviRf  tuch  &k1  u  Hie  eld  gray-beard  Sextnn, 
Who  from  the  ehorch-viiult  6ng»  his  craxjr  «n(ioe, 
To  i^ly  il«  dribbtiav  tnefltetual  Btrtamltt 
A«uii«t  a  oonflncration. 

(MPiay. 

ht  a  musing  mood,  Roland  Grasme  upon  the  ensu- 
iig  morning  betook  himself  to  the  battlements  of  the 
CBStle,  as  a  spot  where,  he  might  indulge  the  course  of 
his  thidk-ooming  fancies  with  least  chance  of  inter- 
ruption. But  his  place  of  retirement  was  i"*  *.Se  pre- 
aant  case  ill  chosen,  for  he  was  presently  jiinfcd  by 
Mr.  EUas  Henderson. 

**I  sought  you,  young  man,"  said  the  preacher, 
**  having  to  qpeok  of  something  which  concerns  you 
nearly."^ 

The  pa«e  had  no  pretence  lor  avoiding  the  confer- 

Soe  waicn  the  chaplain  thus  oflkred,  though  he  felt 
at  it  might  prove  an  embarrassing  one. 

**  In  teaching  thee,  as  far  as  my  feeble  knowledge 
luith  permitted,  thy  duty  towards  God,"  said  the 
obaplain,  "  there  are  particulars  of  your  duty  towards 
man,  upon  which  I  was  unwilling  long  or  much  to 
insist  You  are  here  in  the  service  of  a  lady,  honour- 
able as  touching;  her  birth,  deserving  of  all  compf  s^ 
akm  as  respects  ner  misfortunes,  and  garnished  with 
even  but  too  many  of  those  outward  qualities  which 
win  men's  regard  and  afiection.  Have  you  ever  con- 
aklered  your  regard  to  this  Lady  Mary  of  Scotland, 
IB  its  true  tight  and  bearina'?"   . 

"I  trust,  reverend  sir."^  replied  Roland  Graeme, 
**that  I  am  well  aware  of  the  duties  a  servant  in  my 
oondition  owes  to  his  royal  mistress,  especially  in  her 
lowly  and  distressed  state." 

"True,"  answered  the  preacher;  "but  it  Is  even 
that  honest  feeling  which  may,  in  the  Lady  Mary*s 
oaseu  earry  thee  into  gieat  crime  and  treachery." 

"  How  so,  reverenasir  ?"  replied  the  page ;  I  pro- 
fess I  understand  you  not." 

"  I  speak  to  you  not  of  the  Crimea  of  this  ill-advised 
lady*"  said  the  preacher;  "  they  are  not  subjecu  for 
the  ears  of  her  sworn  servant  But  it  is  enough  to 
■ay,  that  this  unhappy  person  hath  rejected  mors 
oners  of  grace,  more  nopes  of  jglory,  than  ever  were 
beld  out  to  earthly  princes;  ana  that  she  is  now,  her 
4ay  of  favour  being  passed,  sequestered  in  this  lonely 
castle,  for  the  common  weal  of  the  people  of  Sootlandi 
•od  it  may  be  for  the  benefit  of  her  own  souL" 

"Reverend  sir,"  said  Roland,  somewhat  impa- 
tiently, "  I  am  but  too  well  aware  that  my  unior- 
ttmate  mistress  is  imprisoned,  since  I  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  share  in  her  restraint  royseif— of  which,  to 
4peak  sooth,  I  am  heartily  weary.'^ 

"  It  is  even  of  that  which  I  am  about  to  speak«" 
•aid  the  chaplain,  mildly ;  "  but  first,  my  gpqd  Ro- 
«aiid«  look  forth  on  tha  pkiatant  prospeot  of  vendor 


yonder  viUage  standing  haJl  Ridden  by  the  treea^  ani 
you  know  it  to  be  the  dwelling-^place  of  jpemoa  and 
industry.  Prom  space  to  space,  each  by  the  side  oi 
its  own  9tn?nm.  ymi  &c?e  the  gray  tiwcrs  of  baronsi 
wnti  i-tyitu^t.-fi  Kirn  rsjn Try  iJ ;  ami  ^mi  kriuw  that  they 
aU4x  wiih  thei.r  huiL-rhoM.  nre  now  ijvirLg  in  unitj; 
th*i  fBiitTrbiing  ii[ioii  Uie  vvjill,  and  The  ewisrd  resting 
in  ic^  ehiiath.  Vou  ^c,  um^  rnoTfi  llian  one  fan 
cbiarb,  Hhi?jc  thv  pure  wau^  of  lile  art  ofiered,to 
the  ?l.ii!\«t}f^  anj  whtrt?  tlii?  Ijucignr  Drervfiiehed  with 
spiriujul  itJud,— Whnt  wuuld  hy  lieacrvii,  v.  ho  should 
bnns  fiTia  ariiJ  elauigiiior  inio  90  fair  and  lL^['py  a  acena 
— svfiip  ^ihniild  bttt^i  ihii  ew^irdft  uf  iht;  ^^litiy  and  turn 
th  I  f ach  Mthtr— wiio  fi^kauld  ^ixt^  lower  and 

(lamo-^  MtiJ  ^]\iki-  ih«  cJiiU  ri  with  the 
bl  ■    iijihvi'!f<-j5. 7-Wluii  w^iuld   lie  deserve 

whu  iLwu..u.  .J.I  ]4i  ii^ii^i'.  Luai  iinuuii ipiiiicm  of  Supers 
stition,  whom  the  worthies  of  the  time  have  beaten 
down,  and  who  shoulq  once  more  make  the  churchea 
of  God  the  high  places  of  BaaH" 

"  You  have  limned  a  frightful  picture,  reverend  air, 
said  Roland  GrsBme ;  "  yet  I  guess  not  whom  yon 
would  charge  with  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  chnngf 
so  horrible." 

"God  forbid,"  replied  the  preacher,  "  that  I  shoold 
say  to  diec)  thou  art  the  man*— Yet  beware,  Roland 
Grteme,  that  thou,  in  serving  thy  mistress^  hold  fast 
the  still  higher  service  which  thou  owest  to  the  poaci 
of  (by  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  her  bhabitants ; 
else,  Roland  GraBm&  tnou  mayst  be  the  very  man^ 
upon  whose  head  will  fall  the  curses  and  assured 
punishment  due  to  such  work.  If  thou  art  won  by 
the  song  of  these  sirens  to  aid  that  unhappy  lady^a 
escape  from  this  place  of  penitence  and  seconty,  it  is 
over  with  Uie  peace  of  Scotlanas  cottages,  and  with 
the  prosperity  of  her  palaces— snd  the  pp.W  tzbjrj 
shall  curse  the  nan? e  of  :1:  i  raiL  a  c«  ga  re  intWt  to  the 
disorder  which  will  folUw  the  war  betwixt  the  mo- 
ther and  the  son." 

"I  know  of  no  such  plan,  reverend  sir,"  answered 
the  page,  "  and  therefore  can  akl  none  such. — ^y 
duty  towards  the  Q,ueen  has  been  simply  that  oi 
an  attendant ;  it  is  a  task  of  which,  at  times,  I  wouki 
willingly  have  been  freed]  neverthejess" 

"It  is  to  prepare  thee  for  the  enjoyment  of  some- 
thing more  of  Uberty/'  said  the  preacher,  "that  I- 
have  endeavoured  to  unpreaa  upon  you  the  deep  re- 
sponsibility under  which  vourofiQce  must  be  dis- 
charged. George  Douglas  hath  told  the  Lady  lioob- 
leven  that  you  are  weary  of  this  service,  and  ray. 
intercession  hath  partly  determined  her  good  lady-r 
ship,  that,  as  your  discharge  cannot  be  granted,  yon 
shall, instead  be  employedin  cert^n commi^ions on 
the  mainland,  whk:h  have  hitherto  been  d»charged 
by  other  persons  of  confidence.  Wherefore,  come 
with  me  to  the  lady,  for  even  to-day  such  duty  will  be 
imposed  on  you." 

^  I  trust  you  will  hold  me  ejccused,  reverend  sir, 
said  the  page,  who  felt  that  an  increase  of  confideooa 
on  the  part  of  the  Lady  of  the  Castle  and  her  fomily 
would  render  his  situation  in  a  moral  view  donblr 
embarrassing,  "  one  cannot  serve  two  masters — and 
I  much  fear  that  my  mistress  will  not  hold  me  Or 
ciued  for  taking  employment  under  another." 

"Fear  not  that,"  aaid  the  preacher;  "her  consani 
shall  be  awed  and  pbtaiped.  ,  I  fear  she  will  yield  it 
but  too  easily,  as  hoping  to  avail  herself  of  your  agency, 
to  maintain  correspondence  with  her  friends,  aa  those 
falsely  call  themselve&  who  would  make  her  naxoii 
the  watchword  for  civil  war." 

"  And  thus,"  said  the  page,  I  shall  be  exposed  to 
suspicion  on  tdl  skies;  for  my  mistress  will  consider 
me  as  a  spy  placed  on  her  by  ner  enemies,  seeing  me 
so  for  trusted  by  them ;  and  the  Lady  Lochleven  vrill 
never  cease  to  suspect  the  possibility  of  my  betraying 
her,  because  circumstances,  put  it  into  my  power  to 
do  so— I  would  rather  remain  as  I  am." 

There  felfowed  a  pause  of  one  or  two  minutes, 
during  which  Henderson  kx)ked  steadily  in  Roland's 
countenance,  as  if  desirous  to  ascertain  whether  tbers 
was  not  more  in  the  answer  than  the  precise  wordd 
aeemed  to  impiy.  He  failed  in  this  pomt,  howeverf 
for  Roland,  bted  s  page  from  childhood,  knew  hoft 
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to  assume  a  sullen  petHsii  cast  of  countenance,  well 
enough  cnlculated  to  hide  oil  internal  emotions. 

**  I  undtTBtiind  thei>  not,  Roland,"  said  the  prunchrr, 
"or  rather  thou  thinkcst  on  this  matter  more  deeply 
than  I  apprehended  to  be  in  thy  nature.  Mothought, 
the  deli^iii  of  poing  on  shore  with  thy  bow,  or  thv 
gun,  or  thy  angling-rod,  would  have  borne  a^i'ay  all 
otlier  feeling?.'' 

'*  And  80  it  would,"  replied  Roland,  who  perceived 
the  danger  of  sutferiiu;  Hundernon's  half-raised  sus- 
picioiiH  10  berome  lully  awake,— "I  would  hnve 
thought  of  nothing  but  the  gun  and  the  oar,  nnd  the 
wild  watiT-fowl  tiiat  tempt  me  by  sailing  among  the 
sedges  yonder  so  fur  out  o[  flight-shot,  had  you  not 
spoken  of  my  going  on  shore  as  what  was  tr>  otrcasion 
burning  of  town  and  tower,  th?  downfall  of  the  evan- 
gele,  arid  the  up-Htjtling  of  the  mass." 

'*  Follow  me,  then."  said  Henderson,  "  and  we  will 
seek  the  Ladv  Lochleven." 

They  found  her  at  breakfast  wth  her  grandson 
GieortK}  Douglas.— "Peace  be  with  your  ladvship!" 
•aid  the  preacher,  bowing  to  his  patroness ;  ''Koland 
Oraeme  awaits  your  order." 

"Younjjman."  said  the  lady,  "our  chaplain  hath 
warranted  for  thy  fidelity,  and  we  are  determined  to 
Kive  you  ct^rtain  errands  to  do  for  us  in  our  town  of 
Kinross." 

•*Not  by  my  advice,"  said  Douglas,  coldly. 

**  I  said  not  that  it  was,"  answered  the  lady,  somo- 
thing  sharj)ly.  *  The  mother  of  thy  father  may,  I 
should  think,  be  old  enough  to  judge  for  herself  m  a 
matter  so  simple.— Thou  wilt  take  the  skiftj  Roland, 
and  two  of  my  people,  whotu  Dryfesdale  or  Randal 
will  order  out^  and  letch  ofl' certain  s.'utfof  plate  and 
hangings,  which  should  last  night  be  lodged  at  Kin- 
ross by  the  wains  from  Eilinburgh." 

"And  give  this  packet,"  said  Geonjo  Douglas,  "to 
a  servant  of  ours,  whom  you  will  find  m  wailing  there 
—It  is  the  report  to  my  father,"  he  added,  looking 
towards  liis  grandmother,  who  acquiesced  by  bending 
her  head. 

"  I  have  already  mentioned  to  Master  Henderson," 
said  Roland  Gr»mc,  "  that  as  my  duty  requires  my 
attendance  on  the  Queen,  her  Grace's  permission  for 
my  journey  ought  to  be  obtained  before  I  can  under- 
take your  commission." 

"  Look  to  it,  my  son,"  said  the  old  lady,  "  the  scru- 
ple of  the  youth  is  honourable." 

"  Craving  your  portion,  madam,  I  have  no  wish  to 
Ibrce  myself  on  her  presence  thus  early,"  said  Doug- 
las, in  an  indirtert^nt  tone;  "it  might  displease  her, 
and  were  no  way  agreeable  to  me." 

"And  I,"  said  the  Lady  Lochleven,  "although  her 
temper  hath  been  more  gentle  of  late,  have  no  will  to 
ondergo,  without  necessity,  the  rancour  of  her  wit." 

"  Under  your  pennission,  madam,"  said  the  chap- 
lain, "  I  will  myself  render  your  request  to  the  Queen. 
During  my  long  residence  in  this  house  she  hath  not 
deigned  to  see  me  in  private,  or  to  hear  mv  doctrine ; 
yet  so  may  heaven  prosper  my  labours,  as  love  for  her 
soul,  and  desire  to  bring  her  into  the  right  path,  was 
my  chief  motive  for  coming  hither." 

•'  Take  care,  Muster  Henderson,"  said  Douglas,  in 
a  loiic  which  seemed  almost  sarcastic,  "  lest  you  nish 
hastily  on  an  adventure  to  which  you  have  no  voca- 
tion—you are  learned,  and  know  the  adage.  NeaccM- 
teris  in  ronsilium  nUi  roca/u*.— Who  hath  required 
this  at  your  hand  7" 

"  The  Master  to  whose  service  I  am  called,"  an- 
swered the  preacher,  lookingupward,— "He  whohath 
commanded  me  to  be  earnest  in  season  and  out  of 
season." 

"  Vour  acquaintance  hath  not  been  much,  I  think, 
with  courts  of  princes."  continued  the  young  Esquire. 

"  No,  sir,"  replied  Henderson,  "  but,  like  my  master 
ICno.i,  I  see  nothing  frightful  in  the  fair  face  of  a  pretty 
lady." 

"  My  son,"  said  the  Lady  of  Lochleven,  "quench 
not  the  good  man's  zeal— let  him  do  the  errand  to  this 
u/ihappy  Princess  * 

"'■'^•'^  .^ore  willmgneM  than  1  would  do  it  myself." 
Mid  George  i>ouglas.  Yet  something  in  his  manner 
•pjgearorl  to  contradict  his  words. 

The  niinister  wen*  accordingly,  followed  bvRolaiid 


Gkosms,  and,  demanding  an  audi^^nce  of  tne  imori- 
soned  Princess,  was  admitted.  He  found  her  withhar 
ladies  engaged  in  the  daily  task  of  embroidery.  The 
Queen  rcceiverl  him  with  that  courtesy,  which,  in 
ordinary  cases,  she  used  towards  ail  who  approached 
her,  and  the  clergyman,  in  opening  his  commission, 
was  obviously  somewhat  more  embarrassed  than  he 
hod  expectea'to  be— "The  good  Lady  of  Lochlevei! 
—may  it  please  vour  grace" 

He  made  a  snort  pause,  during  which  Mar>'  saki 
with  a  smile,  "My  Grace  would,  in  truth,  be  well 
pleased,  were  the  Lady  Lochleven  our  troml  lady— but 
go  on— what  is  the  will  of  the  go«jd  Lady  of  "Loch- 
leven ?" 

"Shp  desire^  madnm,"  said  the  chaplain,  "that 
your  <Trace  will  permit  iliis  yotinc?  giintleman,  your 
page,  Roland  GriiMiuv  lo  pass  to  Kinross,  to  look  after 
some  household  stiiifi'  and  hangings,  stmt  hiilier  for 
the  letter  furn'shing  your  Grace's  apartments.'* 

"The  Lady  of  Lo«-hleven,"  said  the  Quwn,  "usca 
needless  ccrtmony,  in  rwiuesting  our  permission  for 
that  which  stands  within  her  own  pleasure.  We 
well  know  that  this  young  gentleman's  attendance  on 
us  had  not  been  so  long  permitted,  were  he  not  thought 
to  be  more  at  the  command  of  that  good  lady  than 
at  ours.— But  wo  cheerfully  yield  consent  that  he 
shall  go  on  her  errand— with  our  will  we  would  doom 
no  living  creature  to  the  captivity  which  we  ourselves 
must  aullbr." 

"  Av,  madam,'*  answered  the  preacher,  "  and  it  ia 
doubtless  natural  for  humanity  to  quarrel  with  its 
pria^n-house.  Yet  there  have  been  those,  who  have 
found  that  time  spent  in  the  house  of  temporal  cap- 
tivity may  be  so  employed  as  to  redeem  us  d'oiii  spirit* 
ual  slavery." 

"I  apprehend  your  meaning  sir,'*  replied  the  Queen, 
"  but  1  have  heard  your  apostle— I  have  heard  Master 
John  Knox ;  and  were  I  to  bo  perverted,  I  would  will- 
ingly resign  to  the  ablest  and  most  i)owerful  of  here- 
siarchs,  the  poor  honour  he  might  acquire  by  over- 
coming my  faith  and  my  hope." 

"Madom."  said  the  preacher,  "it  is  not  to  the 
talents  or  skill  of  the  hu.sbandman  that  Grod  gives  the 
increase— the  words  which  were  oflerrcd  in  vain  by 
him  whom  you  justly  call  our  npostle,  during  the 
bustle  and  gaycty  or  a  court,  may  yet  find  better 
acceptance  dunngthc  leisure  for  reflection,  which  this 
place  Bfl()rds.  God  knows,  lady,  that  1  speak  in  sin- 
clenesH  of  heart,  as  one  who  would  as  soon  compare 
himself  to  the  immortal  angels,  as  to  the  holy  man 
whom  you  have  named.  Yet  would  yon  but  conde- 
scend to  apply  to  their  noblest  use,  those  talents  and 
that  learning  which  all  allow  you  to  be  possessed  of— 
would  you  afford  us  but  the  slightest  hope  that  yon 
would  hear  and  regard  what  can  oe  urged  against  the 
blinded  superstition  and  idolatry  in  which  yon  vrcfB 
brought  up,  sure  am  1,  that  the  most  powerfully  gifted 
of  my  brethren,  that  even  John  Knox  himself,  would 
hasten  hither,  and  account  the  resnie  of  your  single 
soul  from  the  nets  of  Romish  error" 

"  I  am  obliged  to  you  and  to  them  for  their  charity," 
said  Mary;  "but  as  I  have  ot  prewnt  but  one  pre- 
sence-chamber, I  would  reluctantly  sec  it  converted 
into  a  Huguenot  synod." 

"At  least,  madam,  be  not  thus  obstinately  blinded 
in  your  errors  I  Hear  one  who  has  hungered  and 
thirsted,  watched  and  praye<i,  to  undertake  the  good 
work  ot  your  conversion,  nnd  who  would  be  content 
to  die  the  instant  that  a  work  so  advantageous  for 
yourself  and  so  beneficial  to  Scotland  were  accom^ 
plished— Yes.  lady,  could  I  but  shake  the  remaining 
pillar  of  the  heathen  temple  in  this  land— and  that 
permit  me  to  term  yonr  faith  in  the  delusions  ot 
Rome— I  could  be  content  to  die  overwhelmed  in  the 
ruins!" 

"  I  will  not  insiril  your  zeal,  sir,"  replied  Mary,  "  hf 
saying  you  are  more  likely  to  make  sport  for  the 
Philistines  than  to  overwhelm  them— >'our  charity 
claims  my  thanks,  for  it  was  warmly  exoresied  ani 
may  be  truly  purposed— But  believe  as  well  of  me 
as  I  am  willing  to  do  of  you,  and  think  thai  I  may 
bo  as  anxious  to  recall  you  to  the  ancient  and  only 
road,  as  you  are  to  teach  me  your  new  by-ways  te 
paradise.*  ,  u^^..  ..y  ^^^^...^ 
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**  Hien,  madam,  if  such  be  your  generous  purpose," 
nid  Henderson,  eagf:'rly,  "what  hinders  that  we 
■hould  dedicate  some  part  of  that  time,  unhappily  now 
too  much  at  your  (trace's  disposal,  to  discuss  a  Ques- 
tion so  weighty  7  Vou,  by  report  of  all  men,  are  both 
barncd  and  witty;  and  I,  though  without  such  advan- 
tages, am  strung  in  my  cause  as  in  a  tower  of  de- 
fence. Why  should  wo  not  spend  some  space  in 
endeavouring  to  discover  which  of  us  halh  the  wroni; 
aide  in  this  iinporiunt  matter?' 

*'Nay,"  said  Quet^n  Mary,  "I  never  alleged  my 
force  was  strong  enough  to  accept  of  a  combat  en 
champ  clo8y  with  a  sc^holar  and  a  polemic.  Besides, 
the  match  is  not  equal.  Vou,  sir,  iniuht  retire  when 
you  felt  the  battle  go  against  you,  while  I  am  tied  to 
the  Bt:die,  and  have  no  permission  to  say  the  debate 
wearies  me.— 1  would  be  ulone  " 

She  curtsied  low  to  him  as  she  uttered  these  words ; 
and  Henderson,  whose  zeal  was  indeed  ardent,  but 
did  not  extend  to  the  neglect  of  delicacy,  bowed  in 
letuni,  and  preriared  to  withdraw. 

'*I  would,"  he  said,  *'that  my  earnest  wish,  my 
most  zealous  prayer,  could  procure  to  your  Grace  any 
blessing  or  comfort,  but  especially  that  in  which  alone 
blessing  or  comfort  is,  as  easily  as  the  slightest  inti- 
mation of  your  wish  will  remove  me  from  your 
presence." 

He  was  in  the  act  of  departing,  when  Mary  said  to 
him  with  much  courtesy,  "  Do  me  no  injury  in  your 
thoughts,  good  sir ;  it  may  be.  that  if  my  time  here 
be  protracted  longer— as  surely  I  hoF»eit  will  not,  trust- 
ing that  either  my  rebel  subjects  will  repent  of  their 
disloyalty,  or  that  my  faithful  lieges  will  obtain  the 
upper  hand— but  if  my  time  be  here  protracted,  it  may 
be  I  shall  have  no  displeasure  in  hearing  one  who 
seems  so  reasonable  and  compassionate  as  yourself, 
and  I  may  hazard  your  contempt  by  endeavouring  to 
recollect  and  repeat  the  reasons  which  schoolmen 
and  councils  give  for  the  faith  that  is  in  me.— although 
1  fear  that,  GimI  help  me !  my  Latin  has  deserted  me 
with  my  other  p'jssessions.  This  must,  however,  be 
for  another  day.  Mean  while,  sir,  let  tlie  Lady  of 
Lochleven  emplov  my  page  as  she  lists— I  will  not 
aHbrd  suspicion  by  s(>eaking  a  word  to  him  before 
he  goes.— Roland  Gni'me,  m>'  friend,  lose  not  an 
opportunity  of  amusing  thy st^lf— dance,  sing,  nin,  and 
leap — all  may  be  done  meriilv  on  the  mainland ;  but 
be  must  have  more  than  quicksilver  in  his  veins  who 
would  frolic  here." 

"Alas!  madam,"  said  the  preacher,  "to  what  is  it 
you  exhort  the  youth,  while  time  passes,  and  eteriiity 
summons!  Can  our  salvation  be  ensured  by  idle 
mirth,  or  our  good  work  wrought  out  without  fear  and 
trembling?" 

"I  cannot  fear  or  tremble,"  replied  the  Queen ;  "  to 
Mary  Stewart  such  emotions  are  unknown.  But,  if 
wealing  and  sorrow  on  my  pari  will  atone  for  the 
boy  s  enjoying  an  hour  of  boyish  pleasure,  be  assured 
the  penance  snail  l)e  duly  paid." 

"Nay,  but,  uracious  lady,"  said  the  preacher,  "in 
this  you  greatly  err ;— our  tears  and  our  sorrows  nrtf 
all  too  little  for  our  own  faults  and  follies,  nor  can  we 
transfer  them,  as  your  church  falsely  teaches,  to  the 
benefit  of  others." 

"May  ipray  you,  sir,"  answered  the  Queen,  "  with 
aa  Uttle  oflence  as  such  a  prayer  may  import,  to  trans- 
fer yourself  elsewhere?  We  are  sick  at  heart,  and 
may  not  now  bedititurbod  with  further  controversy- 
ana  thou,  Iloland,  thke  this  little  purse;"  (then  turn- 
irig  to  the  divine,  she  said,  showing  its  contents,) 
"Look,  reverend  sir,— it  contains  or.ly  these  two  or 
three  gold  testoons,  a  coin  which,  though  bearing  niy 
own  poor  features,  I  have  ever  found  more  active 
against  me  than  on  mv  side,  juat  as  my  subjects  take 
arms  against  me,  with  my  own  name  for  their  sum- 
mons and  signal. — Take  this  purse  that  thou  mayst 
Mranl  no  means  of  amusement.  Fail  not— fait  not  to 
bring  me  back  news  from  Kinross ;  only  let  it  be  such 
as,  without  suspicion  or  oflence,  may  be  told  in  the 
prv^nct  of  this  reverend  gentlemen,  or  of  the  good 
I^Jv  Lochleven  herself." 

Tile  lai^t  him  was  too  irresistible  to  be  V\v\\ftVoQ^\ 


the  address  which  was  natural  to  her,  had  learned,  m 
an  extraordinary  degree,  the  art  of  evading  discourv 
which  was  disa^ot'eable  to  her  feelings  or  prriiidirea, 
without  aflTrontmg  those  by  whom  it  was  proflertd 

Roland  Grscme  retired  with  the  chaplain,  at  a  vg- 
nal  from  his  lady;  but  it  did  not  escape  him,  that  ai 
he  left  the  room,  stepping  backwards,  and  making  the 
deeo  obi^isancc  due  to  royalty,  Catherine  Seyion  nv!d 
up  ner  slender  forefinger,  with  a  gesture  whuh  ha 
alone  could  witness,  and  which  seemed  to  say,  "  lia- 
member  what  has  passed  betwixt  us." 

The  voting  r>age  had  now  his  last  charge  from  the 
Lady  of  Lochleven.  "There  are  revels,'*  she  said, 
"  this  day  at  the  village— my  son's  authonty  is,  a!»ypt, 
unable  to  prevent  these  ctmtinuod  workmjzs  of  ihe 
ancient  leaven  of  folly  which  the  Romish  pnests  h^ive 
kneixied  into  the  vpr>' souls  of  the  Scottish  peasantry. 
I  do  not  command  thee  to  abstain  frrtni  them— th^.t 
would  Ih?  only  to  lay  a  snare  for  thy  folly,  or  to  ti^di 
thee  falsehood;  but  enjoy  these  vanitits  with  m-di- 
ration,  and  mark  them  as  something  thou  must  »'on 
learn  to  renounce  and  contemn.  Our  chambf-rl^iD 
at  Kinross,  Luke  Limdin,— Doctor,  as  he  fooiivhif 
calleth  himself,— will  acquaint  thee  what  is  tn  be 
done  in  the  matter  about  which  thou  gocst.  Renum- 
ber thou  art  trusted— show  thyself^  tnerefore,  wonlif 
of  trust." 

When  we  recollect  that  Roland  Graeme  was  not  ni 
nineteen,  and  that  he  had  spent  his  whole  Ufe  in  \h 
solitary  Castle  of  Avenel.  excepting  the  few  hours  be 
had  passed  in  Edinburgh,  and  his  late  n«idcncf  at 
Lochleven.  (the  latter  period  havins  very  hiileser\-cd 
to  enlarge  his  acouaintance  with  the  sav  worliii  v« 
cannot  wonder  that  hLs  heart  beat  hii;h  with  n)pe 
and  curiosity,  at  the  prospect  of  partaking  the  fjort 
evm  of  a  country  wake.  He  hasteni'd  to  hu  l:M!e 
cabin,  and  turned  ovit  the  wardrobe  with  which  'm 
everv  respect  becoming  his  station)  he  had  been  ta^ 
plied  from  Kdinbursrh,  probably  by  order  of  the  Ear 
of  .Murray.  By  the  Queen's  command  he  had  hithnto 
waited  upon  her  in  mournin/r,  or  at  least  in  fad- 
coloured  raiment.  Her  condition,  she  said,  admittd 
(if  nothiuK  more  gay.  Rut  now  he  selected  the  «v. 
est  dri^s  his  wardrobe  afforded ;  comptised  of  s*"nr!rt, 
slashed  with  black  satin,  the  royal  colours  oi  fScrt- 
land— combed  his  long  curled  ha ir^— disposed  hit 
chain  and  medal  round  a  b<  aver  hat  of  the  mweft 
block ;  and  with  the  gay  falchion,  which  had  reached 
him  in  so  mysterious  a  manner,  hung  by  hisriiie  la 
an  embroidered  belt,  his  apparel,  addr-d  to  his  na:urtl 
frank  mien  and  handsome  figure,  formed  a  most 
commendable  and  pleasing  specimen  of  the  youcg 
gallant  of  the  period.  He  sought  to  make  hit  part- 
ing reverence  to  the  Queen  and  her  ladies,  but  old 
Dr\'fesdale  hurried  him  to  the  boat. 

"We  will  have  no  private  audienceft,"  he  said,  "m) 
master;  since  you  are  to  be  trusted  with  snnHwhaL 
we  will  try  at  least  to  save  the«?  from  the  leniptafroti 
of  opportunity.  Go<l  help  thee,  child,"  he  added,  «ith 
aglanceof  ("ontemptat  his  gay  clothes,  "an  the  hear- 
ward  be  yonder  from  Saint  Andrews,  have  a  can 
thou  go  not  near  him." 

"  And  wherefore,  I  pray  you  7"  said  Roland. 

"  I,est  he  take  thee  for  one  of  his  runaway  jackan- 
apes," answered  the  steward,  smiling  souriv. 

"  I  wear  not  my  clothes  at  thy  cost,"  said  Roland, 
indicnantly. 

"Nor  at  thine  own  either,  my  son,"  repUed  tns 
steward,  "else  would  thy  garb  more  nearly  rtsembis 
thv  ment  and  thy  station." 

Roland  Graeme  suppressed  with  difficulty  the  re- 
partee which  arose  to  his  lips,  and,  wrapping  hi?  9fa^ 
let  mantle  around  him,  threw  himself  into'  the  N»3t, 
which  two  rowers,  themselves  urged  hv  cun(«:iv  n 
see  the  revels,  pull«d  stoutly  towanis  the  wc«!  end 
of  the  lake.  As  they  put  off,  Roland  thou;:hrlM 
couhl  discover  the  face  of  Catherine  Seytoti.  thuupa 
carefully  withdrawn  from  observation,  pecfvins  f^>Bl 
a  loophole  to  view  his  departure.  He  pulled  oH  hM 
hat,  and  held  it  up  as  a  token  that  he  saw  and  iK-i^Ind 
^\\cv  ^AvtM.  A  white  kerchief  waved  for  a  *<ivnfl 
^«o**\W'^\^^wwN^tA^«i  vWtesi  of  the  Iitilr  w- 


__  _  _         _______  ^v;\\jT*w  \\\^ -n  \\\>K»»^ »  «\v\v»  \v»\  x\vc  \^:»i.  wi    I  lie  mill-  n- 

«n£/Hendcreon'wiihdrew,'haUmortifted,ha\tp\e;\»^v\'^?''^>>^^^^^^^^^^ 
^ith  his  rwjption;  for  Mary,  from  \ot\a  YvabvV,tLu\\\xi\s»>aT«^VH.vC^J^^^ 
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.  the  sounds  of  mirth  and  music,  the  laugh,  the 

halloo^  and  the  shout,  came  thicker  upon  the  ear,  and 
to  a  tnoe  the  boat  was  moored,  and  Roland  GruBme 
hastened  in  quest  of  the  chamberlain,  that,  being 
mformed  what  time  he  had  at  his  own  diig)osal,  he 
Ut  lay  it  out  to  the  beet  advantage. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

Room  for  tho  naiter  of  the  rinr,  ye  •waioi, 
Divide  jronr  crowded  raokt— before  him 


The  loMl  minetralcy,  Uie  mttliiiff  drum, 

The  damoroue  war-pipe,  and  far-eehoioff  hom. 

Rural  Bp»rt*,-80MWKViLLa. 

No  long  space  intervened  ere  Roland  Grneme  was 
able  to  discover  among  the  crowd  of  revellers,  who 
gambolled  upon  the  open  space  which  extends  be- 
twixt the  village  and  the  lake,  a  person  of  so  great 
importance  as  Doctor  Luke  Lundin,  upon  whoin 
devolved  officially  the  charge  of  representing  the  lord 
of  the  land,  and  who  was  attended  for  support  of  his 
authority  by  a  piper,  a  drummer,  and  four  sturdy 
downs  armed  with  rusty  halberds,  sarnished  with 
party-coloured  ribands:  myrmidons,  v^o,  early  as  the 
day  was,  had  already  broken  more  than  one  head  m 
the  awful  names  of  the  Laird  of  LocUleven  and  his 
chamberlain.* 

As  toon  as  this  dignitary  was  informed  that  the 
castle  skiff  had  arrived,  witn.a  gallant,  dressed  like  a 
lord's  son  ^t  the  least,  who  desired  nfesenily  to  speak 
to  him,  he  adjusted  his  ruflTand  his  biack  coat,,  turned 
found  his  girdle  till  the  gnmished.hilt  of  ms  long 
rapier  became  visible,  and  walked  with  due  solemnity 
towards  the  beach.  Solemn  indeed  he  was  entitled 
to  be.  even  on  less  important  occasions,  for  hv  bad 
been  bred  to  the  venerable  study  of  medicme,  as  those 
acquainted  with  the  science  very  soon  discovered 
ftom  the  aphorisms  which  ornamented  his  discourse. 
His  sucoesB  had  not  been  equal  to  his  pretensions ;  but 
as  he  was  a  native  of  the  neighbouring  Kingdom  of 
Fife,  and  bore  distant  relation  tos  or  dependance  upon, 
the  ancient  family  of  LunJin  of  that  Ilk,  who  were 
bound  in .  close  friendship  with  the  house  of  Loch- 
kveik  he  had,  through  their  interest,  got  planted  com- 
fertably  enpugh  in  his  present  station  upon  the  banks 
of  that  beautiful  lake.  The  profits  of  bis  chamber- 
kinship  being  moderate,  especially  in  those  unsettled 
times,  ne  hod  eked  it  out  a  little  with  some  practice 
in  his  original  profession;  and  it  was  said  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  and  barony  of  Kinross  were 
not  more  effectually  thirled  (which  maybe  translated 
enthralled)  to  (he  baron's  mill,  than  they  were,  to  the 
medical  monoj^ly  of  the  chamberlain.  Wo  betide  the 
fomily  of  the  nch  boor,  who  presumed  to  acpait  this 
life  without  a  passport  f^MU  Dr.  Luke  Lundin !  for  if 
his  representatives  had  ausht  to  settle  with  the  baron, 
as  it  seldom  happened  otherwise,  they  were  sure  to 
find  a  eoU  friend  in  the  chamber^lin.  He  was  con- 
oderate  enough,  hof^ever,  gratuitously  to  help  the 
poor  out  of  their  ailments,  and  sometunes  out  of  all 
their  other  distresses  at  the  same  time. 

Formal,  in  a  double  proportk)n,  both  as  a  physician 
and  as  a  person  in  office,  and  oroud  of  the  scraps  of 
Isaming  which  rendered  his  language  almost  uni- 
versally unintelligible.  Dr.  Luke  Lundin  approached 
the  beach,  and  hailed  the  page  as  he  advanced  to- 
wards him.— "The  freshness  of  the  morning  upon 
you,  fair  sir— You  are  sent,  I  warrant  me,  to  see  if  we 
observe  here  the  regimen  which  her  good  ladyship 
hath  prescribed,  for  eschewing  all  supersiitbus  cere- 
monies and  klle  anilities  in  these  our  revels.  I  am 
aware  that  ber^ood  ladyship  would  willingly  have 

•  At  SeottMi  fliire,  the  bailie,  or  maclstrate.  deputed  br  the 
lefd  in  whoee  oaaM  the  meetinr  i«  held,  attenda  Ui«  fair  with 
iM  foard,  deciden  trifliojr  diiputet.  ai«t  panMhea  on  the  ipol 
aif  peftjr  delinqueocie*.  Hi*  atu-ndaata  are  uMMlly  armed  with 


•liMetber  abahebed  and  abrogatad  them— Bat  as  I 
had  the  honour  to  quote  to  her  from  tlie  works  of  the 
learned  Hereules  of  Saxony,  omnis  curaHo  «a/  vol 
emnoniea  vtl  ceocto,-7that  is,  lair  sir,  (ior  silk  and  vel- 
vet have  aeklom  their  Latin  ad  ^mfrvem,)  every  curt 
must  be  wrought  either  by  art  and  induction  of  nUe, 
or  by  constramt ;  and  the  wise  physician  choosoth 
the  former.,  Which  argument  her  ladyahip  being 
pleased  to  allow  well  of;  I  have  made  il  ray  business 
so  totlend  instruction  and  caution  with  dtbght,  ( iiuf 
mixtio^  as  we  say,)  that  I  can  answer  that  the  >  uigar 
mind  will  be  defecated  and  purged  of  anile  and  popiaa 
fooleries  by  the  medicament  adhibited,  so  that  (he 
prinuB  via  being  cleansed.  Master  Henderson,  or  any  * 
other  able  pastor,  may  at  will  throw  in  tonio&  and 
effectuate  a  perfect  moral  cure,  tuto^  cUo^hicunat," 
"I  have  no  charge.  Doctor  Lundin,'*^ replied  th« 


Call  me  not  doctor,'*  said  riie  chamberlain,  "sinct 
I  have  lakl  aside  my  furred  gown  and  bonnet,  and 
retired  me  into  this  temporality  of  chamberlainship." 

"  O,  sir,"  sakl  the  page,  who  was  no  stranger  by 
n  to  the  charactar  of  this  original  "the  oowl 
makes  not  the  monk— neither  the  oord  the  friar- 
we  have  all  heard  of  the  cures  wrought  by  Doctor 
Lundin." 

•'Toys,  young  sir— trifles,"  answered  the  leech» 
with  grave  disclamation  of  superior  skill ; "  the  hit-or- 
miss  practice  of  a  poor  retired  gpntleiaaii,  in  a  abort 
cloak  and  doublet— Many,  Heaven  si^nt  its  blessing 
—and  this  I  must  sny,  better  fashioned  mediciners 
have  brought  fewer  patients  through— /unfo  roba 
eorta  scitnxitu  saidi  the  Italian— ha,  fair  sir,  you  have 
the  language  ?" 

Roland  Greme  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  ex- 
pound to  this  learned  Theban  whether  he  understood 
n^in  or  no ;  but,  leaving  that  matter  uncertain,  he  tuld 
htm  he  came  in  quest  of  certain  packages  which 
should  have  arrived  at  Kinross,  and  been  placed  undei 
the  chamberlain's  charge  the  evening  before. 

"  Body  o'  me  V-  said  Doctor  Lundin^  '*  I  fear  our 
common  carrier,  John  Aiichtennuchty,  hath  met 
with  some  mischance,  that  he  came  not  up  last  night 
with  his  wains— bad  land  this  to  journey  m,  my  mas- 
ter ;  and  the  fool  will  travel  by  night  loo,  alil.'ju^h 
(besides  all  maladies,  from  year  tuvtU  to  your  pottt9. 
which  walk  abroad  in  the  night-nir)  he  mny  well  (Mi 
in  with  half  a  dozen  swash-buckler^  who  will  easa 
him  at  once  of  his  baggage  and  his  earthly  com* 
plainta.  I  must  send  forth  to  inquire  after  him,  since 
he  nath  ptuffof  the  honourable  household  on  handT* 
and,  by  Our  Lady,  he  bathstuff  of  mine  too— certain 
dru£s  sent  me  from  the  city  for  compositbn  of  mv 
alexipharmica— this  gear  mupl  be  looked  to.— Hodge,** 
said  he,  addressing  one  of  his  redoubted  body-guard, 
"  do  thou  and  Toby  Tellbrd  take  the  mickle  broWtt 
aver  and  the  black  cut-tailed  mare,  and  make  out  to* 
wards  the  Keiry-cfaigs,  and  see  what  tidings  you  can 
have  of  Auchtermui^tv  and  his  wains— I  trust  it  le 
only  the  medicine  of  t"he  pottle-pot  (behig  the  only 
nudieammtum  which  the  beast  u^eth)  which  hath 
cansed  him  to  tarry  on  the  road.  Take  the  ribawle 
from  your  halberds,  ye  knaves,  and  get  on  your  jacfc^ 
plate-sleeves,  sod  knapskulls,  that  your  presence  may 
work  some  terror  if  you  meet  with  oppcisers."  He 
then  added,  turning  to  Roland  Gnsm&  "  I  warrant 
me  we  shall  have  news  of  the  wains  ia  biief 


halberda,  and,  KiineUoiev  at  least,  eaeorted  br  imnie.  'rhva.  in 
Om  "  Life  and  Death  of  Babbie  BimpMO,"  we  ate  told  of  tliat 
minMtrel,— 

"  At  thira  he  ptared  boTbre  the  apear-meo. 
And  faiiygmitJiedie  their  fear-Boea; 
Steel  boooota,  jacka,  and  iworda  vhone  clear  then. 

Like  onr  bead : 
«ew  wha  alMll  ylay  betow  tie  t:^'-*?**.^^^  .^ 
SiiMsHabbie*tdaa4i'^ 


..._   iiief 

Mean  time  it  will  please  you  to  look  upon  the  sportai 
but  first  to  enter  my  poor  lodging  and  take  *him 
morning's  cup.  For  what  saith  the  school  of  Saleiiiol 

*  Pooalam,  mane  hauitom, 

Reataorat  saturain  exhaiutam.' " 

**Your  learning  is  too  profbunu  for  me,"  replied 
the  psirei  "  and  ao  would  your  draught  be  likewise^ 
I  fear."  ,    . 

"  Not  a  whit,  fair  air-a  cordial  cup  of  sack,  unpreg- 
nat^  with  wormwood,  is  the  best  anii-pesiilential 
draught ;  and,  to  speak  truth,  the  pestilential  mias- 
mata ere  now  very  rife  in  the  atmosphere.— We  \vie 
in  a  happy  time,  vonng  man,  continued  he,  io  a  tone 
of  grave  irony,  ''^and  have  many  bleitsings  imknown 
to  our  fathers— Here  ars  two  sovereigns  in  the  land, 
a  regnant  and  a  claimant— tnat  ia  enough  of  one  good 
tha4C*^ut  if  any  one  wants  more,  he  may  fiad  a  kifif 


iMKffiim 
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lb  ever)r  pcelfaoaM  in  the  oomtrr;  to  if  we  lack 
covemment^  it  is  not  for  want  of  ^ownon.  Then 
Have  we  a  civil  war  to  phlelK)tomize  us  etery  year, 
and  to  prevent  our  population  (torn  etarvinff  for  wane 
of  food^and  for  the  same  purpose,  we  have  the  Plogne 
proposing  ua  a  visit,  the  best  of  all  reeipesfor  thinning 
a  land,  and  converting  younger  brotbera  into  elder 
ones.  Well  each  man  in  his  vocation.  You  young 
A)llovirs  of  the  sword  desire  to  wrestle,  fence,  or  so 
forth,  with  some  expert  adversary;  and  for  my  part, 
I  love  to  match  myself  for  life  or  death  against  that 
aame  Plague." 

As  they  proceeded  up  the  street  of  the  little  village 
toward?  the  Doctor's  lodgings,  his  attention  was 
8ucccA9iVfly  occupied  by  the  various  personages 
whom  he  met,  and  pbinted  out  to  the  notice  of  nis 
oompanion. 

"  Do  you  see  that  fellow  with  the  red  bonnet,  the 
bine  jerkin,  and  the  gre^t  rough  batoon  in  his  hand?— 
I  believe  that  clowrihath  the  strength  of  a  tower— he 
has  lived  fifty  years  in  the  world,  and  never  enoou- 
rngod  the  liberal  sciences  by  buying  one  pennyworth 
of  hiedieoments.— But  see  you  that  man  with  the/a- 
cie»  Ilipponatica  ?'*  said  he,  pointing  out  a  thin  pea- 
sant, with  swelled  legs,  and  a  most  oadaveroos  coun- 
tenance; '*  that  I  call  one  of  the  worthiest  men  in  the 
baronv— he  breakfasts,  luncheons,  dines^  and  sups  by 
my  advice,  and  not  without  my  medicine ;  and,  for 
his  OYta  single  part,  will  go  farther  to  clear  out  a 
moderate  stock  of  pharmaceutics,  than  half  the  coun- 
try besides.— How  do  you,  mv  honest  friend  1"  said 
ke  to  the  party  in  question,  with  a  tone  of  condolence. 

"  Very  weakly,  sir,  since  I  look  the  electuary,"  an- 
swered the  patient;  "  it  neighboured  ill  with  the  two 
spoonfuls  of  pense-porridoe  and  the  kirnmilk." 

"Pease-porridge  and  kirnmilk  1  Have  you  been 
onder  meciicine  tnese  ten  years,  and  keep  your  diet  so 
ill  7— the  next  morning  take  the  electuary  by  itself,  and 
•ouch  nothing/or  six  hours."— The  poor  object  bowed 
and  bmped  on. 

The  next  whom  the  Doctor  deigned  to  take  notice 
6f,  was  a  lame  fellow,  by  whom  the  honour  was  alto- 
gether undeserved,  for  at  sight  of  the  mediciner,  he 
began  to  shufile  away  in  the  crowd  as  fast  as  his  in- 
firmities would  permit. 

**  There  is  an  ungratdul  hound  for  yon,"  said  Doctor 
Londin ;  "  I  cured  him  of  the  gout  in  his  feet,  and 
now  he  talks  of  the  chargeableness  of  medicine,  and 
makes  the  first  use  of  his  restored  legs  to  fly  from  his 
physician.  His  -pcdagra  hath  become  ao^ira^-u,  as 
honest  Martial  Hath  it— the  gout  has  got  into  his 
Angers,  and  be  cannot  draw  his  purae.  Old  saying, 
tnd  true, 

*  Prftfinia  cmn  poadt  medicbB,  Sathan  Mt' 

Wo  ore  angels  when  we  come  to  cure— devils  when  we 
ask  payment— but  I  will  administer  a  purgation  to  his 
puree,  I  warrant  him.  There  is  his  brother  too,  a 
sordid  chuff.— So  ho.  there !  Saunders  Darlet !  yoti 
have  been  ill,  I  hear?" 

*'  Just  got  the  tmn,  as  I  was  thinking  to  send  to 
fiswr  honour,  and  I  am  brawly  now  again— it  was  nae 
great  thing  that  ailed  me." 

"  Hark  you,  sirrah,"  said  the  Doctor,  *'  I  tntet  you 
remember  you  are  owing  to  the  laird  four  stones  of 
barleymeal,  and  a  bow  of  oats ;  and  i  would  have  you 
send  no  more  such  kain-fowls  as  you  sent  last  sea- 
son, that  looked  as  wretchedly  as  patients  just  dis- 
missed from  a  plague  hospittu;  and  there  is  hard 
money  owing  brides." 

*'  I  was  thinking,  sir,"  said  the  man,  more  ScoHco, 
that  is,  returning  no  direct  answer  on  the  subject  on 
which  he  was  addressed,  "  my  best  way  would  be  to 
oomedown  to  your  honour,  and  take  your  advice  yet, 
in  case  my  troulile  should  come  back." 

"  Do  so  theh,  kna  ve,"  replied  Luncfin.  **  and  Remem- 
ber what  Ecdesiasticus  saith— *  Give  place  to  the  phs"- 
lician— let  hhn  not  go  from  thee,  for  thoa  hast  need 
of  him.'" 

His  exhortation  was  interrupted  by  an  apparition, 
'  which  seemed  to  strike  the  Doctor  with  as  much 
Itorror  and  surprise,  as  his  own  visaso  inflicted  upon, 
wuidry  of  those  persons  whom  he  had  addressed. 

The  fiRura  which  prodoood  this  efiocl  on  tboEo- 


eoAapinf  otihB  ^HSige,  was  fhal  ota lidt dd  i^mmn, 
who  wore  a  high-crowned  hat  and  mofller.  The 
first  of  these  haoiliments  added  appareatly  to  her 
stature,  and  the  other  served  to  coneeai  the  loiwof 
part  of  her  face,  and  as  the  hat  itself  was  slourbed. 
little  could  bo  seen  besides  two  brown  cheek-bones, 
and  the  eyes  of  swarthy  file,  that  gleamed  tmm 
under  two  shaggy  gray  eyebrows.  She  was  dresaea 
in  a  long  dark-coloured  robe  of  unusual  fashion, 
bordered  at  the  skirts,  and  on  the  stomacher^  with  a 
sort  of  white  trimming  resembling  the  Jewish  phy- 
lacteries, on  which  were  wrought  the  characters  of 
some  unknoH'n  languagei  She  held  in  her  hand  a 
wajkingstaff  of  black  ebony. 

'*By  the  soul  of  Celsus,"  said  Doctor  Luke  Lundin, 
*•  it  is  old  Mother  Nicneven  herself— she  hath  come  to 
beard  me  within  mine  own  bounds,  and  in  the  verr 
execution  of  mine  office !  Hsve  at  thy  coat.  Old 
Woman,  as  the  song  say*— Hob  Anster,  let  her 
presently  be  seized  and  committed  to  the  tolbootht 
and  if  there  are  any  zealous  brethren  here  who  would 
give  the  hag  her  deserts,  and  duck  her,  as  a  witch, 
m  the  loch,  1  pray  let  them  -n  no  way  be  hindered." 

But  the  myrmidons  of  Doctor  Lundin  showed  in 
this  case  no  alacnty  to  do  hi^  bidding.  Hob  Anscer. 
even  ventured  to  remonstrate  in  the  name  of  himseli 
and  his  brethren.  "  To  be  sure  he  was  to  do  his 
honour's  bidding;  and  for  a'  that  folk  said  about  the 
skill  and  viritchencs  of  Mother  Nicneven,  he  would 
put  his  trust  in  God,  and  his  hand  on  her  collar, 
without  dreadour.  But  she  was  no  common  spso- 
wife,  this  Mother  Nicneven.  likn  Jean  Jopp  that  fiTed 
in  the  Brierie-baulk.  She  had  loids  and  lairds  that 
would  ruffle  for  her.  There  was  MoricriefTof  Tipper 
malloch.  that  was  popish,  and  the  laird  of  CarstogML 
a  kend  Queen's  man,  were  in  the  fair,  with  wha  kend 
how  mony  swords  and  bucklers  at  their  back  t  and 
they  would  be  sure  to  make  a  breakout  if  the  ofncera 
meddled  with  the  auld  popish  witch-wifi^  who  wa$ 
9ae  weel  fHcnded ;  mair  especially  as  the  lamfs  best 
men.  such  as  were  not  in  the  castle,  were  in  Edin- 
burgh with  him,  and  he  doubted  his  honour  the 
Doctor  would  find  ower  few  to  make  a  good  backing, 
if  blades  were  here." 

The  Doctor  listened  unwillingly  to  this  pmdential 
counsel,  and  was  only  comforted  by  the  faithful 
promise  of  his  satellite,  that "  the  old  woman  should," 
as  he  expressed  it,  '*  be  ta'en  canny  the  next  time  she 
trespassed  on  the  bounds." 

"  And  in  that  event,"  said  the  Docto*  to  his  com« 
panion.  *"*  fire  and  f^got  shall  be  the  best  of  her  we)^ 

This  he  spoke  in  heanng  of  the  dame  herseU  who 
even  then,  and  in  passing  the  Doctor^  shot  towards 
him  fjrom  under  her  gray  eyebrows  i  look  of  the 
most  insulting  and  contemptuous  superiority. 

"  This  way?'  continued  the  physician,  **  this  way," 
marshalling  his  guest  into  his  lodging^-"  take  ears 
you  stumble  not  over  a  retort,  for  it  is  haaardous  for 
the  ifftioraTil  to  wnik  in  the  wnys  of  ort" 

Thb  ^fii^fy  fotinfi  nil  rpfwm  for  the  cnuticm;  lot 
be.HirJc?:^  iiiLilftd  lm}»,  and  liznrds,  and  bottttfd  enake^ 
and  bun 'lifts  t)f  simTilcs  mtAa  up,  and  oThi?r  paroels 
spr^nd  out  to  dr^'n  nnd  lill  the  ctmAiejon.  not  to  nien^ 
tion  the  niiti^lf^  ^nd  Eiikeiking  sni^M  tncidentat 
to  a  rin]ggist*s  B)ock  Jn  truda  he  had  aim  (o  nvod 
hetip*!  of  chjiTCUJit  cnidMi^*.  ^^>!r-hf4d^  fttoves^  und 
thf?  other  fund  Eure  vf  a  ^Ht  niton  1  InlKjrmory, 

Anionqsi  htB  oiln  r  f ilujM.riiifiit'a I  qualjiMja,  Doctor 
Lundin  failcfl  not  tci^  ln^  a  t  orifu?^!  sloven,  and  his  old 
houPcki^'pcTi,  whoi?t.'  ['ift.\  AS  ehe  Pflidj  waa  FP^-nl  tft 
"reddini^  him  up,''  \md  irotttd  off  to  the  mart  of 
gaveiy  ^  ith  otIht  nrtd  younfetT  folks,'  Much  HafUTtng 
aiiU  inng!inR  ihertfore  thcro  was  anioog  jojSt  und 
betrfi^fS  nmi  phiulf^  pre  the  Doctor  produced  t^e  hId* 
tiftrouji  poiion  winch  he  recommendi'd  ^  iiroiiKlr^ 
and  a  Bcardi  t-qtmlly  Ion*?  und  noisy  follov^id.  amung 
brokf^n  caua  mid  crHrktd  pipkins,  tro  he  could  brin^ 
(OT'M  ri  ni]]  out  ofwhjdi  m  driidt  it.  Uoih  i«aUtr» 
be  NIL  :ji  Irn^ih  Dchiipvjf^Jf  tho  Doctor  p*'i  the  cxFimplo 
to  Lis  jj^csi,  by  quaffing  ofl"  ft  cup  of  the  cordial,  and 
smacking  his  lip9  with  approbation  as  it  dtacended 
his  gullet:— Roland.  intum,6ubiniti^toBWftUow  the 
m  tMst 


potion  wkicb  hid  Mat  bo  earneaUy  rocommendodi 


bac  which  he  hand  so  inmfiertbly  bitter^  that  he 
beramB  a^ger  to  escape  from  the  laboratory  in  search 
cm  dfauxnt  of  fair  water  to  expel  the  taste.  In  spite 
of  hia  e^rtfl^  he  was  nevertheless  detained  by  the 

Kndr.y  of  his  host,  till  he  gaTolMm  some  account  of 
tker  Nicneven. 
^  I  care  not  to  speak  of  her/'  said  the  Doctor, 


doien  butchers  and  yeomen,  who,  by  dint  of  $tavine 
and  taiiingt  as  it  was  technically  termed,  separntea 
the  unfortunate  animals,  whose  fury  bad  for  an  hour 
past  been  their  chief  amusement.  The  itinerant  min- 
strel found  himself  deserted  by  the  audience  he  bad 
collected,  eren  in  the  most  interesting  passage  of  the 
romance  which  he  recited,  and  just  as  he  was  sendinjS 
tho  ofpen  air,  and  among  the  throng  of  people  {  not  »Abq«it  his  boy,  with  bonnet  in  hand,  to  collect  their 


for  mghc,  Kkayon  oo  weirdly  dog,  Anster,  but  because 
1  would  grre  no  occasion  for  a  miy,  having  no  leisure 
to  look  to  stabs,  slashes  and  broken  bones.  'Men  call 
the  old  hag  a  prophetess— I  do  scarce  belisTe  she 
coohl  foretell  when  a  brood  of  chickens  will  chip  the 
shell— Men  say  she  reads  the  heaven»— my  black 


oMUtions.  He  indignantly  stotped  short  in  the  midst 
of  Ro9twal  and  LUiant  ancL  replacing  his  three- 
stringed  fiddle,  or  rebeck,  in  its  leathern  cas'j^  followed 
the  crowd,  with  no  good-wiU,  to  the  exhibiuon  which 
had  superseded  his  own.  The  juggler  had  ceased  his 
exertions  of  emitting  flame  and  smoke,  and  was  con- 


bitch  knows  as  much  of  them  when  she  sits  baying,  tent  to  respire  in  the  manner  of  ordinary  mortals. 


the  moon— Men  pretend  the  ancient  wretch  is  a 
sorceress,  a  witch,  and  what  not— i^emo«,  I  will 
never  contradict  a  rumour  which  may  bring  her  4o 
the  9take  which  she  so  richly  deserves:  but  neither 
will  I  believe  that  the  tales  of  witches  which  they  din 
into  our  ears  are  aught  but  knavery,  cozenage,  and 
odd  women's  fables.**^ 

*^  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  what  is  she  then,"  said 
the  Pjige,  "  that  you  make  such  a  stir  about  herT' 

"  She  is  one  of  those  cursed  old  women,"  replied 
tho  Doctor,  "who  take  currently  and  impudently 
opon  themselves  to  act  as  advisers  and  curers  of  the 
sick;  on  the  strength  of  some  trash  of  herbs,  some 
rfavnie  of  spells^  some  julap  or  diet,  drink  or  cordial." 

"  Nay,  go  no  farther,  said  the  page  j  "  if  they 
brew  cordials^  evil  be  their  lot  and;  all  there  par- 
lakprs!^ 

^  You  say  well,  young  man,"  said  Doctor  Lundin ; 
**  for  mine  own  part,  I  know  no  such  pest  to  the 
commonwealth  as  these  old  incarnate  devils,  who 
haunt  the  chambers  of  the  brain-sick  patients^  that 
are  mad  enough  to  suffer  them  to  interfere  with. 
disturb,  and  let,  the  regular  progress  of  a  learned  and 
artificial  cure,  with  their  sirups,  and  their  julaps,  and 
diascordium,  and  mithridate,  and  my  Lady  Wbat- 
shall-cairum's powder,  and  worthy  Dame  Trashem's 
pin ;  and  thus  make  widows  and  orphans,  and  cheat 
the  regular  and  well-studied  physician,  in  order  to 
est  the  name  of  wise  women  and  skeely  neighbours, 
and  so  forth.  But  no  more  m*X  Mother  Nicneven* 
and  I  wnll  meet  one  day :  and  she  shall  know  there  is 
danger  in  dealing  with  the  Doctor." 

"it  is  a  true  word,  and  many  have  found  it,"  said 
die  page ;  "  but,  under  your  favour,  I  would  fain  walk 
abroad  for  a  btue,  and  see  these  sports." 

**  It  is  well  moved,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  and  I  too 
should  be  showing  myself  abroad.  Moreover,  the 
play  waits  us,  young  man— to-day,  totuamundusagU 
«i*^runtem.— And  they  sallied  forth  accordingly  into 
the  mirthful 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

8m  on  fon  verdant  lawn.  Um  faUMrlnf  crowd 
ThiekSn*  ainaia ;  Uie  buxom  njrmplii  advance, 
Usber'd  br  jolljr  clowns ;  dittinoUont  ceMO, 
l4Mt  in  Um  common  jojr,  and  Uw  bold  tiava 
Laana  oo  bis  waalUiy  maaler  nnroprovcd. 

itvro^  aport».-SoaaamuJL 

Thx  re-appearance  of  the  dignified  Chamberlain  on 
the  street  of  the  village  was  eageriy  hailed  by  the 
revdlers,  as  a  pledge  that  the  play,  or  dramatic  repfe- 
seotation,  which  had  been  postponed  owing  to  his 
wsetice,  was  now  full  smrely  to  conmience.  Any  thing 
like  an  approach  to  this  most  interesting  of  all  amose- 
ments,  was  of  recent  origin  in  Scotland,  and  engaged 
pobbc  attentbiy  in  proportion.  All  other  sports  were 
oisoontioued.  The  dance  around  the  Maypole  was 
arrested-Hhe  ring  broken  up  and  dispersed,  while  the 
dancers,  each  leading  his  partner  by  the  hand,  tripped 
on^to  the  silvan  theatre.  A  truce  was  in  like  manner 
aoiieved  betwixt  a  huge  brown  bear  and  certain  mas- 
tifl«,  who  were  toggmg  and  pulling  at  bis  shaggy  coat, 
onder  the  mediation  of  the  bear-ward  and  half  a 

•  Thia  wat  the  name  (riven  to  the  grand  Mother  Viteh,  the 
venr  Hecate  of  Scottish  popalar  tupergtition.  Her  name  was 
Mttowcd,  ia  one  or  two  hurtoneet,  upon  torceteaws,  who  were 
Md  to  nmbla  ber  bj  iheir  saperior  ekiU  ia  "  Heii'a' ' 


rather  than  to  play  gratuitously  the  part  of  a  fiery 
dragon.  In  short,  all  other  sports  were  suspended,  so 
eageriy  did  the  revellers  throng  towards  the  place  of 
representation. 

They  would  err  grpatly.  who  should  regulate  their 
ideas  of  this  dramatic  exhibition  upon  those  derived 
from  a  modem  theatre;  for  the  rude  shows  of  Tnes- 
pis  were  far  less  difTerent  from  those  exhibited  by 
Euripides  on  the  stage  of  Athens,  with  oil  its  magni- 
ficent decorations  and  pomp  of  dresses  and  of  scenery. 
In  the  present  ease,  there  were  no  scenes,  no  stage, 
no  machinery,  no  pit,  box,  and  gallery,  no  box- 
lobbyr ;  and,  what  might  in  poor  Scotland  be  some  con- 
solation for  other  negations,  there  was  no  taking  of 
money  at  the  door.  As  in  the  devices  of  the  mag* 
nanimous  Bottom,  the  actors  had  a  greensward  plot 
for  a  stage,  and  a  hawthorn  bush  for  a  greenrOom  and 
tiring-house;  the  spectators  being  accommodated  vrith 
seats  on  the  artificial  bank  which  bad  been  raised 
around  three-fourths  of  the  play-ground,  the  remain- 
der being  left  open  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the 
performers.  Here  sate  the  uncritical  audience,  the 
Chamberiain  in  the  centre,  as  the  person  highest  in 
office^  all  alive  to  enjp^ent  and  admiration,  and  all 
therefore  dead  to  criticism. 

The  characters  which  appeared  and  disappeared 
before  the  amused  and  interested  audience,  were  thoae' 
which  fill  the  earlier  stage  in  all  nations^-old  men,, 
cheated  by  their  wives  and  daughters,  pillaged  by 
their  sons,  and  imposed  on  by  theur  demesnes,  a  biag- 
if^ocio  captain,  a  knavish  pardoner  or  qusestionary. 
a  country  bumpkin,  and  a  wanton  city  dame.  Amid 
all  these,  and  more  acceptable  than  almost  the  whols- 
put  together,  was  the  all-licensed  fool,  the  Graciosv 
of  the  Spanish  Drama,  who,  with  his  cap  fashioned' 
into  the  resemblance  ot  a  coxcomb,  and  his  bauble,  » 
truncheon  terminated  by  a  carved  figure,  wearing  a^ 
fool's  cap  in  his  hand,  went,  came,  and  returned, . 
mingling  in  ev«y  scene  of  the  piece,  and  interrupting, 
the  business,  without  having  any  share  himself  in  the- 
actkm,  and  ever  and  anon  transferring  his  gibes  from* 
the  actors  on  the  stage  to  the  audience  who  sate 
around,  pron^t  to  applaud  the  whole. 

The  wit  of  the  piece,  which  was  not  of  the  mosti 
polished  kind^  was  chiefiy  directed  against  the  super* 
stitious  practices  of  the  Catholic  religion;  and  the 
stage  artillery  had  on  this  occasion  been  levelled  by 
no  less  a  person  than  Doctor  Lundin,  who  had  not' 
only  commanded  the  manager  of  the  entertainment- 
to  select  one  of  the  numerous  satires  which  had  been 
written  against  the  Papists,  (several  of  which  were 
cast  in  a  dramatic  form,)  but  had  even,  like  the  Prince 
of  Denmark,  caused  them  to  insert,  or,  accordins  to* 
his  own  phrase,  to  infiise,  here  and  there^  a  few  plea- 
santries of  his  own  pennmg,  on  the  same  inexhauati- 
bte  subject,  hoping  thereby  to  mollify  the  rigour  of 
the  Lady  of  Lochleven  towards  pastin^s  of  this 
description.   ^  He  failed  not  to  i9g  Roland's  clbdw.. 
who  was  sitting  in  state  behind  nim,  and  Tecomraend 
to  his  particular  attention  those  favourite  passages. 
As  for  the  pag&  to  whom  the  very  idea  oi  suchaa 
exhibition,  simple  as  it  was,  was  entirely  new,  he  be- 
held it  with  the  undiminished  and  ecstatic  del^ht  wii  b. 
which  men  of  all  ranks  look  for  the  first  time  on  dra 
mntic  representation, and  laaglied,  shouted,  and  clip- 
ped his  hands  as  the  performance  proceeded.    An  in- 
cident at  leiigth  took  place  which  effccmally  broke  olf 
bis  interest  in  the  business  of  the  scene. 

One  of  the  principal  personages  in  the  comic  !itiyt' 
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of  the  ^fama  was,  as  we  ha^e  already  Mid,  a  qaw- 
tionaiy  or  pardoner,  one  of  those  itinerants  who 
hawk«l  about  from  place  to  place  relics,  real  or  pre- 
tended, with  which  he  excited  the  devotion  at  onee 
and  the  charity  of  the  populace,  and  senerally  de- 
ceived both  the  one  and  the  other.  The  hypocrisy, 
impudence,  and  profligacy  of  these  clerical  wander- 
CTs,  had  made  them  the  subject  of  satire  froiiK$l(# 
time  of  Chaucer  down  to  that  of  Heywooa.    Tfaeu 

firesent  representative  foiled  not  to  follow  the  same 
ine  of  humour,  exhibiting  Dig's  bones  for  relics,  and 
boasting  the  virtues  of  email  tin  crosses,  which  had 
been  shaken  in  the  holy  porringer  at  Loretto,  and 
of  cockleshells,  which  ned  been  brought  from  the 
shrine  of  Saint  James  of  Compostella,  all  which  he« 
disposed  of  to  the  devout  Catholics  at  nearly  as  high 
a  price  as  antiquaries  are  now  willing  to  pay  tor 
baubles  of  similar  intrinsic  value.  At  length  the 
pardoner  pulled  from  his  scrip  a  email  phial  of  clear 
water,  of  which  he  vaunted  ibe  quality  m  the  follow- 
ing verses :— 

LittMth.  ffode  poopl«,  everictie  om, 

For  in  tlio  londe  of  lUbylone, 

Par  eaxtwnrd  I  wot  it  Iveth, 

And  ii  the  flnit  londe  the  Mntie  efpieth, 


Ther,  m  lie  cometh  Av  oat  tbe  n  ; 
In  thk  ilk  londe,  u  thinkelh  me, 
Rifht  as  holie  lefendce  toil. 
Snottieth  from  a  roke  a  well, 
And  fklleth  into  ane  bath  of  vtno, 
Vher  chest  8ui«nne,  in  times  lonf  f  on, 
Wa«  wnnt  to  wash  her  bodio  and  lim— 
Mickle  vcrtu  hath  that  ttreme, 
At  ye  shall  »e  er  that  ye  pai, 
Entampie  by  thia  little  flae- 
lliroufh  nirhtea  cold  and  dayea  hole, 
fliderward  I  have  it  brought: 
Hath  a  wife  made  atip  or  slide, 
Or  a  maiden  stepp'd  aside ; 
Putteth  this  wafer  under  her  neat. 
Wold  she  nold  she,  she  ahall 


*nie  jest,  as  the  reader  skilful  m  the  antique  lan- 
guage of  the  drama  must  at  once  perceive,  turned 
<m  tne  same  pivot  as  in  the  old  minstrel  tales  of  the 
Dnnking  Horn  of  King  Arthur,  and  the  Mantle  made 
Amies.  But  the  audience  were  neither  learned  nor 
critical  enough  to  challenge  its  want  of  originality. 
'  The  potent  relic  was,  after  such  grimace  and  buffoon- 
ery as  befitted  the  subject,  presented  successively  to 
«ach  of  the  female  personages  of  the  drama,  not  one 
of  whom  sustainedf  the  supposed  <est  of  discretion : 
!bat,  to  the  infinite  delight  of  the  audience,  sneezed 
much  louder  and  longer  than  perhaps  they  them- 
Mlves  had  counted  on.  The  jest  seemed  at  last  worn 
threadbare,  and  the  pardoner  was  passing  on  to  some 
new  pleasantry, '  wnen  the  jester  or  ciown  of  ihe 
•drama,  possessmg  himself  secretly  of  the  phial  which 
contained  the  wondrous  liquor,  applied  it  suddenly  to 
the  nose  of  a  young  woman,  who,  with  her  black  silk 
muffler,  or  screen,  drawn  over  her  face,  was  sitting  in 
the  foremost  rank  of  the  spectators,  intent  apparently 

Xn  the  business  of  the  stage.  The  contents  of  the 
il,  well  calculated  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  par- 
lioners  legend,  set  the  damsel  a-sneezmg  violenitly, 
an  admission  of  fhiilty  which  was  received  with 
8  lonts  of  rapture  by  the  audience.  These  were  soon, 
nowever,  renewed  at  the  expense  of  the  jester  him- 
self, wh^n  the  insulted  maiden  extricated,  ere  the 
paroxysm  was  well  over,  one  hand  from  the  folds  of 
her  mande,  and  bestowed  on  the  wag  a  buffet  which 
made  him  reel  fullv  his  own  length  from  the  par- 
doner, and  then  acknowledge  the  favour  by  instant 
prostration. 

No  one  pities  a  jester  overcome  in  his  vocatk)n, 
and  the  clown  met  with  little  sympathy,  when,  rising 
from  the  ground,  and  whimpering  forth  his  com- 
r)1aints  of  harsh  treatment,  he  invoked  the  assistance 
and  sympathy  of  the  audience.  Btit  the  Chamber- 
liun,  feeling  his  own  dignity  insnlted.  ordered  two  of 
tiis  nalbeimers  to  bring  the  culprit  before  him.  When 
these  official  persons  first  approached  the  virago,  she 
threw  herseu  into  an  atdtude  of  firm  defiance,  as  if 
•determined  to  resist  their  authoritv;  and  from  the 
sample  of  strength  and  spirit  which  she  had  already 
displayed,  they  showed  no  alacrity  at  executing  their 
commission.  But  on  half  a  minute's  reflectk>n,  the 
Alimsel  changed  totaMy  her  attitude  and  manner. 


fokled  her  doak  ■ronmt  her  iivw  in 

maiden-like  ftshkm.  and  waHied  of  her  own  aoootd 
to  the  presence  or  the  great  man,  followed  and 
guarded  oy  the  two  manfbTsatellitea  As  sh«  moved 
across  the  vacant  spac&  and  more  especially  as  she 
stood  at  the  footstool  of^the  Doctor's  judgment-seat, 
the  maiden  discovered  that  ligntness  and  elastiaty  of 
step,  and  natural  grace  of  manner,  whkh  connois- 
seurs in  female  beauty  know  to  be  seldoni  divided 
from  it.  Moreover,  her  neat  rBMet-oolonied  jacket, 
and  short  petticoat  of  the  same  colour.  diq>Iayed  a 
handsome  form  and  a  pretty  leg.  Her  features  were 
concealed  by  the  screen ;  but  the  Doctor,  whose  fcra- 
vity  did  not  prevent  his  pretensions  to  be  a  connoie- 
seur  of  the  school  we  have  hinted  at,  saw  enough  to 
judge  favourably  of  the  piece  by  the  sample. 

He  began,  however,  with  considerable  austerity  ot 
manner.—"  And  how  now,  saucy  quean  V*  said  the 
medical  man  of  office  i  "  what  have  you  to  say  whr  I 
should  not  order  yon  to  be  ducked  in  the  loch,  far 
lifting  your  hand  to  the  man  in  my  presence  V* 

"  Marry,"  replied  the  culprit,  "  because  1  judge  that 
your  honour  will  not  think  the  cold  bath  necessary 
for  my  complaints." 

"A  pestilent  jade,"  said  the  Doctor,  whispering  to 
Roland  Oreme;  "and  Til  warrant  her  a  good  one— 
her  voice  is  as  sweet  as  sirup.— But,  mv  pretty  maid- 
en," said  he,  '*  vou  show  us  wonderfhl  Gttle  of  that 
countenance  of^yours— be  pleased  to  throw  aside  your 
muflaer." 

"  I  trust  your  honour  will  excnes  me  till  we  are 
more  private,"  ans%vered  the  maiden ;  "  for  I  have 
acquaintance,  and  I  should  like  ill  to  be  known  in  the 
country  as  the  poor  girl  whom  that  scurvy  knave  put 
his  jest  upon." 

"  Fear  nothing  for  thy  good  nam^  my  sweet  little 
modicum  of  candid  manual"  replied  the  Doctor} 
"  for  I  protest  to  you,  as  I  am  Chamberlain  of  Loch- 
leven.  Kinross,  and  so  forth,  that  the  chaste  Susanna 
herself  could  not  have  snafied  that  elixir  without 
sternutation,  being  in  tnith  a  curious  distillation  of 
rectified  aectumr  or  vinegar  of  the  sun,  prepared  by 
mine  own  hands— Wherefore,  as  thou  sayest  thou 
wilt  come  to  me  in^vate,  and  express  thy  contrition 
for  the  offence  whereof  thou  hast  been  gmlty,  I  com- 
mand that  all  for  the  present  go  forward  as  if  no 
such  interruption  of  the  prescribed  course  had  taken 
place." 

The  damsel  curtsied  and  tripped  back  to  her  place. 
The  play  proceeded,  but  it  no  k>nger  attracted  the 
attention  of  Roland  Oreeme. 

The  voice,  tiie  figure,  and  what  the  veil  permitted 
to  be  seen  of  the  neck  and  tresses  of  the  village  dam- 
sel, bore  so  strong  a  resemblance  to  those  of  Catherine 
Seyton,  that  he  felt  like  one  bewildered  in  the  maaes 
of  a  changeful  and  stupifying  dream.  The  memo- 
rable scene  of  the  hostelry  rushed  on  his  recollection, 
with  all  its  doubtful  and  marveUons  circumstaisces. 
Were  the  tales  of  enchantment  which  he  had  read  in 
romances  rq^lized  in  this  extraordinarv  giril  Could 
she  transport  herself  ttom  the  walled  and  guarded 
Castle  of  Lochleven,  moated  with  its  broad  take, 
(towards  which  he  cast  back  a  look  as  if  to  ascertain 
it  was  still  in  existence,)  and  watched  with  such 
scrupulous  care  as  the  safety  of  a  nation  demanded 
-^Coidd  she  surmount  all  these  obstacles,  and  make 
such  careless  and  dangerous  use  of  her  liberty,  as  to 
engage  herself  pubhcly  in  a  qoarrel  in  a  village  fau*  1 
Roland  was  unable  to  determine  whether  the  exer- 
tions which  it  must  have  cost  her  to  gain  her  five- 
dom,  or  the  use  to  which  she  bad  put  it,  rendered  her 
the  most  unaccountable  creature. 

Lost  in  these  meditations,  he  kept  his  gase  fixed  on 
the  subject  of  them ;  and  in  every  casuaTmotion,  dis- 
covered, or  thoiudit  he  discovered,  something  which 
reminded  him  still  more  strongly  or  Catherine  Seyton. 
It  occurred  to  him  more  than  once,  indeed,  that  he 
might  be  deceiving  himself  br  exaggerating  some 
casual  hkeness  into  absolute  identity.  But  tnen  the 
meeting  at  the  hostelry  of  Saint  Michael's  returned 
to  his  mind,  and  it  seemed  in  the  highest  degree  im- 
probable, that,  tmder  such  yarious  circumstances;, 
mere  imamnaoon  should  twict  have  found  oppor- 
tunity to  play  him  the  self-same  trick.    This  tunc. 
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THE  ABBOT. 


•lowever.  he  determined  to  have  hie  doubts  resoWed, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  sate  during  the  rest  of  the 
9lay-  Hke  a  greyliound  in  the  slip,  ready  to  spring  upon 
the  hare  the  instant  that  she  was  started.  The  dam- 
sel, whom  he  watched  attentively  lest  she  should 
tscape  in  the  crowd  when  the  spectacle  was  closed, 
9ate  as  if  perfectlyunconscious  that  she  was  observed. 
But  the  worthy  Doctor  marked  the  direction  of  his 
eyes,  and  magnanimously  suppressed  his  own  inch- 
iiation  to  become  the  Theseus  to  this  Hippolytn,  in 
deference  to  the  rights  of  hospitality,  which  enioined 
tiirn  to  forbear  interference  with  the  pleasurable  pur- 
luits  of  his  young  friend.  He  passed  one  or  two  for- 
mal gib<\s  upon  the  fixed  attention  which  the  page 
^aid  to  the  unknown,  and  upon  his  own  jealousy ; 
adding,  however,  tlmt  if  both  were  to  be  prest^ntcd  to 
the  patient  at  once,  he  had  little  doubt  she  would  think 
•.he  vounger  ninn  the  8<>undor  prescription.  "I  fear 
me,  he  addt  d,  "  we  shall  have  no  news  of  the  knave 
Auchtermuchiy  for  some  time,  since  the  vermin  whom 
I  sent  after  him  seem  to  have  proved  corbie-messen- 
zers.  So  you  have  an  hour  or  two  on  your  hands, 
Unster  Page ;  and  as  the  minstrels  arc  beginning  to 
strike  up,  now  that  the  play  is  ended,  why,  an  you 
incline  for  a  dance,  yonder  is  the  green,  and  there 
sits  your  partner— I  trust  you  will  hold  me  perfect  in 
my  diagnostics,  since  I  see  with  half  an  eye  what 
disease  you  are  sick  of,  and  have  administered  a 
pleasing  remedy. 

IHMeemit  sapient  ruf  (u  Chamberi  hath  iU  '  funt  etmfundU 
auUus.' " 

The  page  hardly  heard  the  end  of  the  learned  adage, 
or  the  charge  which  the  Chamberlain  jgave  him  to  be 
within  reach,  in  case  of  the  waiiis  arriving  suddenly, 
and  sooner  than  expected— so  eagtr  was  he  at  once  to 
shake  himself  free  of  his  learned  BSi<ociate,  and  to 
satisfy  his  curiosity  regarding  the  unknown  damsel. 
Vet  in  the  haste  with  which  he  made  towanlsher,  he 
found  time  to  reflect,  that,  in  order  to  secure  an  oppor- 
tunity of  conversing  with  her  in  private,  he  must  not 
alarm  her  at  first  accosting  her.  He  therefore  com- 
po8«.fl  his  manner  and  gait,  and  advancing  with  be- 
coming self-confidence  l>cfore  three  or  four  country- 
fellows  who  were  intent  on  the  same  design,  but 
knew  not  so  well  how  to  put  their  request  into  shape, 
he  acquainted  her  that  he,  as  the  deputy  of  the  vener- 
able Chamberlain,-  retiuested  the  honour  of  her  hand 
as  a  partner. 

"The  venerable  Chamberlain,"  said  the  damsel 
frankly,  reaching  the  pagje  lu.r  hand,  "does  very  well 
to  cxercu%  this  part  of  his  privilege  by  deputv ;  and  I 
suppose  the  laws  of  the  revels  leave  me  no  choice  but 
to  accept  of  his  faithful  delegate." 

"  Providid,  fair  damsel,"  said  the  page,  "  his  clioice 
of  a  delegate  is  not  altogether  distasteful  to  you." 

"Of  that,  fair  sir,"  replied  the  maiden,  "I  will  tell 
you  more  when  we  have  danced  the  first  measure." 

Catherine  Seyton  had  admirable  skill  in  gestic  lore, 
and  was  someUmes  called  on  to  dance  for  the  amuse- 
nient  of  her  royal  mistress.  Roland  Grsme  had 
often  been  a  spectator  of  her  skill,  and  sometimes,  at 
the  Queen's  command.  Catherine's  partner  on  such 
occasions.  He  was,  therefore,  perfectly  acquainted 
with  Catherine's  mode  of  dancing ;  and  observed 
that  his  present  partner,  in  grace,  in  agility,  in  quick- 
ness of  ear,  and  precision  of  execution,  exactly  resem- 
bled her,  save  that  the  Scottish  jig,  which  he  now 
danced  with  her,  required  a  more  violent  and  rapid 
motion,  and   more  rustic  agility,  than  the   stately 

Ravens,  lavoltas,  and  courantoes,  which  he  had  se«.'n 
cr  execute  in.  the  chamber  of  Queen  Mary.  The 
active  duties  of  the  dance  left  him  little  time  for  reflec- 
tion, and  none  for  conversation ;  but  when  their  pas 
dt  deux  was  finished,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the 
villagers,  who  had  seldom  witnessed  such  an  exhibi- 
tion, he  took  an  opportunity,  when  they  yielded  up  the 
green  to  another  couple,  to  use  the  privilege  of  a  part- 
ner, and  enter  into  conversation  with  the  mysterious 
maiden  whom  he  still  held  by  the  hand. 

"  Fair  partner,  mav  1  i»ot  cr«vc  the  name  of  her 
who  has  graced  me  thus  fai  'i'' 

**  ^'ou  mav,"  said  the  maiden ;  "  but  it  it  a  question 
whether  I  shall  answer  you." 


"  And  why  ?"  asked  Roland. 
"Because  nobody  gives  any  thing  for  nothing— 
and  you  can  tell  me  nothing  in  return  which  I  care  to 
hear." 

"  Could  I  not  tell  you  my  name  and  Uneage,  in  ez 
change  for  yours  T'  returned  Roland. 

"^o!"  answered  the  maiden,  "for  you  know  little 
of  either." 
"  How  7"  sakl  the  page,  somewhat  apsrily. 
"Wrath  you  not  for  the  matter,"  said  the  damseij 
"  I  will  show  you  in  on  instant  that  I  know  more  of 
you  than  vou  do  of  yourself" 

"Indeed!"  answered  Groeme;  "for  whom  then  do 
you  take  me?" 

"  For  the  wild  falcon,"  answered  she,  "whom  a  dog 
brought  in  his  mouth  to  a  certain  castle,  when  he  was 
but  an  unfltdged  eyas— for  the  hawk  whom  men  dare 
not  let  fly,  lest  he  should  check  at  game,  and  pounce 
on  carrion— whom  folk  must  keep  hooded  tdl  he  has 
the  proper  light  of  his  eyes,  and  can  discover  good 
from  evil." 

"  Well— be  it  so,"  replied  Roland  Groeme;  "I  gucss 
at  a  part  of  your  parable,  fair  mistress  mine— and  per- 
haps I  know  as  much  of  you  as  you  do  of  me,  and 
can  well  dispense  with  the  information  which  you  are 
so  niggard  in  giving." 

"Prove  that,"  said  the  maiden,  "and  I  will  give  you 
credit  for  more  penetration  than  I  judged  you  to  be 
gifted  withal." 

"  It  shall  be  proved  instantly^"  said  Roland  Grspme. 
"  The  first  letter  of  your  name  is  S.  and  the  last  N." 
"Admirable  I"  said  his  partner;  "guess  on." 
"It  pleases  vou  to-day,"  continued  Roland,  "lo 
wear  the  snoou  and  kirtle.  and  perhaps  you  mav  be 
seen  to-morrow  in  hat  ana  feather,  hose  and  doublet."  / 

"In  the  clout!  iu  the  clout!  you  have  hit  the  very 
white,"  said  the  damsol,  suppressing  a  great  inclina- 
tion to  laugh. 

"  Vou  can  switch  men's  eyes  out  of  their  heads,  as 
well  as  the  hearts  out  of  their  bosoms." 

These  last  words  were  uttered  in  a  low  and  tender 
tone,  which,  to  Roland's  great  mortification,  and 
somewhat  to  his  displeasure,  was  so  far  from  allaying, 
that  it  greatly  increa.scd,  his  partner's  disF>osition  to 
laughter.  She  could  scarce  compose  hcrs(>lf  while 
she  replied,  "If  you  had  thought  my  hand  so  for- 
midable," extricating  it  from  his  hold,  "you  would 
not  have  grasped  it  so  hard;  but  I  perceive  you 
know  me  so  fully,  that  there  is  no  occasion  to  show 
you  my  face." 

"Fair  Catherine,"  said  the  page,  "he  were  unwor- 
thy ever  to  have  seen  you,  far  less  to  have  dwelt  so 
long  in  the  same  service,  and  under  the  same  roof 
with  you,  who  could  mistake  your  air,  your  gesture, 
your  step  in  walking  or  in  dancing,  the  turn  of  your 
neck,  the  symmetry  of  your  form— none  could  be  so 
dull  as  not  to  recognise  you  by  so  many  proofs ;  but 
for  me,  I  could  swear  even  to  that  tress  of  hair  that 
escapes  from  under  your  mufller." 

"And  to  the  face,  of  course,  which  that  muffler 
covers,"  said  the  maiden,  removing  her  veil,  and  in 
an  instant  endeavouring  to  replace  it.  She  showed 
the  features  of  Catherine;  but  an  unusual  degree  of 
petulant  impatience  inflamed  them,  when,  from  soma 
Awkwardness  in  her  management  of  the  muflier,  ^e 
was  unable  aga'ri  to  a<ljust  it  with  that  dexterity 
which  vvas  a  principal accompHshment  of  the  coquet  tea 
of  the  time. 

"The  fiend  rive  the  rag  to  tatters!"  said  the  dam- 
sel, as  the  veil  fluttered  about  her  shoulders,  with  an 
accent  so  earnest  and  decided,  that  it  made  the  page 
start  He  looked  again  at  the  damsel's  face,  but  the 
information  which  his  eyes  received,  was  to  the 
same  purport  as  before.  He  assisted  her  to  adjust 
her  muifler,  and  both  were  for  an  instant  silent.  The 
damsel  spoke  first,  for  Roland  Gramme  was  over- 
whelmed with  surprise  at  the  contrarieties  which 
Catherine  Seyton  seemed  to  include  in  her  persou 
and  character. 

"Vou  are  surprised,**  said  the  damsel  to  hiui.  "at 
what  you  see  and  hear— But  the  times  which  make 
females  men,  are  least  of  all  fitted  for  men  to  bcconi*^ 
women :  yet  you  yourself  are  in  danger  of  such  a 
change."  ^.^.u^^^^y  ^^^^^^^ 
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^I  in  danger  of  becoming  eftminatef  raid  the 


^  Yea,  jroo,  for  all  the  boldness  of  toot  reply,"  said 
the  damsel.  **  When  you  should  hold  fast  your  reK- 
jpoD,  because  it  is  assailed  on  all  sides  by  rebels,  trai- 
tors, and  heretics,  you  let  it  glide  out  of  your  breast 
Jike  water  joraspea  in  the  hand.  If  yon  are  driven 
from  the  faith  of  your  fathers  from  fear  of  a  traitor,  is 
not  that  womanish?— If  you  are  cajoled  by  the  cun- 
.ning  arguments  of  a  trumpeter  of  heresy,  or  the 
praises  of  a  puritanic  old  woman,  is  not  that  woman- 
ish?—If  you  are  bribed  by  the  hope  of  spoil  and  pre- 
ferment, is  not  that  womanish  7— And  w)|en  you 
wonder  at  my  venting  a  threat  or  an  ejcecrauon, 
should  you  not  wonder  at  yourseli^  who,  pretend- 
ing to  a  gentle  name,  and  asrpiring  to  knighthood, 
:an  be  at  the  same  time  cowardly,  silly,  ana  self-in- 
terested 1" 

"  I  would  that  a  man  would  bring  such  a  charge !" 
said  the  page ;  "  he  should  see,  ere  his  life  was  a  min- 
ute older,  whether  be  had  cause  to  term  me  coward 
Dr  no»'* 

"  Beware  of  such  big  words."  answered  the  maid- 
an :  "  you  said  but  anon  that  I  sometimes  wear  hose 
and  doublet" 

"  But  remain  still  Catherine  Seyton,  wear  what 
you  list,"  said  the  paga  endeavourmg  again  to  pos- 
.  sees  himself  of  her  hand. 

**  You  indeed  are  pleased  to  call  me  so,"  replied  the 
.  maiden,  evading  his  intention,  "  but  I  have  many 
other  names  besides." 

**  And  will  you  not  reply  to  that,"  raid  the  page, 
"by  which  you  are  distinguished  beyond  every  other 
maiden  in  Scotland  1" 

The  damsel,  unallured  by  his  praises,  still  kopt  aloof, 
and  sung  with  gayety  a  verse  from  an  old  baUad, 
*'  O  MivM  do  csll  me  Jack,  tweet  lore, 

And  eoine  do  call  me  Gill : 

But  when  I  ride  to  Holjrrood, 

My  name  ia  Wtl/bl  WiU." 

"Wilful  Wilir*  exclaimed  the  page,  impatiently; 
"  say  rather  Will  o*  the  Wisp— Jack  with  the  Lan- 
tern, for  never  was  such  a  deceitful  or  wandering 
meteor !" 

"If  1  be  such,"  replied  the  maiden,  "  I  ask  no  fools 
to  follow  me— If  they  do  so,  it  is  at  their  own  plea- 
sure^ and  must  be  on  thehr  own  proper  peril." 

"  Nay,  but,  dearest  Catherine,"  said  Roland  Oreme, 
"be  ibrone  mslant  serious." 

"  If  you  will  call  me  your  dearest  Catherine,  when 
I  have  given  you  so  many  names  to  choose  upon," 
replied  the  damsel,  "  I  wouM  ask  you  how.  supposing 
me  for  two  or  three  hours  of  my  life  escaped  from  yon- 
der tower,  you  have  the  cruelty  to  ask  me  to  be  seri- 
ous during  the  only  merry  moments  I  have  seen 
perhaps  for  months?" 

"Ay,  but,  fair  Catherine,  there  are  moments  of 
deep  and  tnio  feeling,  which  are  worth  ten  thousand 
years  of  the  liveliest  mirth:  and  such  was  that  of 
yesterday,  when  you  so  nearly" 

"  So  nearly  what  ?"  demanded  the  damsel,  hastily. 

"When  you  approached  your  lips  so  near  to  the 
sign  you  had  traced  on  my  forehead." 

''Mother  of  Heaven I'*^  exclaimed  she,  in  a  yet 
fiercer  tone,  and  with  a  more  masculine  manner  than 
she  had  yet  exhibited,—"  Catherine  Seyton  approach 
her  Ups  to  a  man's  brow,  and  thoa  that  man :— vas- 
sal, thou  liest!" 

The  page  stood  astonished ;  but,  conceiving  he  had 
alarmed  the  damsel's  delicacy  by  alluding;  to  the  en- 
thusiasm of  a  moment,  and  the  nranner  in  which  she 
had  expressed  it,  he  endeavoured  to  falter  forth  an 
apology.  Hisexcttses,  though  he  was  unable  to  give 
cliem  any  resrular  shape,  were  accepted  by  his  com- 
•;>Btiion,  who  nad  nxleed  suppressed  her  indignation 
after  its  first  explosion—"  Speak  no  more  on't,"  she 
said.  "  And  now  let  us  part ;  our  conversation  may 
attract  more  notice  than  is  convenient  for  either 

of  118." 

"  Nay,  but  allow  me  at  least  to  follow  you  to  some 
icquc'Stered  place." 

'^  You  dare  not."  replied  the  maideiu 
.      "  How,"  said  tha  youth,  "  dare  not  ?  where  is  it  you 
dare  80,  where  I  dare  not  follow  1" 


"You  fear  a  Will  o'  the  Wiap,"  said  the  damae! ; 

how  would  you  face  a  fiery  dragon,  with  an  en- 
chantress mounted  on  its  back  ?"  .... 

"Like  Sir  Egcr,  Sir  Grime,  or  Sh-  Greystcil,"  Mid 
the  page ;  "but  be  there  such  toys  to  be  seen  hereT 

"I  go  to  Mother  Nicneven's,*'  answered  the  maid ; 
"and  she  is  witch  enough  to  rem  the  homed  devil, 
with  a  red  silk  thread  for  a  bridle,  and  a  rowan-tree 
switch  for  a  whip."  "    • 

"  I  vfill  follow  you,"  said  the  page. 

"Let  it  be  at  some  distance,"  said  the  muden. 

And  wrapping  her  mantle  round  her  with  mors 
success  than  on  ner  former  attempt,  she  mingled  vvitb 
the  throng,  and  walked  towards  the  village,  needfulH 
follow^  by  Roland  Graeme  at  some  distance,  and 
under  every  precaution  which  he  could  use  to  prereni 
lus  purpose  from  being  observed. 

CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


Yea,  it  ia  ahe  whoae  eyea  look'd  on  thy  childhood, 
And  watch'd  with  tremblinf  hope  Uiy  dawn  of  youl 
Tliat  now,  with  thewramoeyeballi  dimm'd  witJi  ac 


Afld  dimoMr  jret  wiUi  uan,  aeea  thy  dithonour. 
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At  the  entrance  of  the  principal,  or  indeed,  ao  to 
speak,  the  only  street  in  Kinross,  the  damsel,  whose 
steps  were  puraued  by  Roland  Gneme,  cast  a  glance 
behind  her,  as  if  to  be  certain  he  had  not  lost  trace  ol 
her,  and  then  plunged  down  a  very  narrow  lane  which 
ran  betwixt  two  rows  of  poor  and  ruinous  cottages. 
She  paused  for  a  second  at  the  door  of  one  of  those 
miserable  tenements,  again  cast  her  eye  up  the  lane 
towards  Roland,  then  lifted  the  latch,  opened  the 
door,  and  disappeared  from  his  view. 

With  whatever  haste  the  page  followed  her  exam- 
ple, the  difficulty  which  he  found  in  discovering  the 
trick  of  the  latch,  which  did  not  work  quite  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  in  pushing  open  the  door,  which 
did  not  yield  to  his  first  eflbrt,  delayed  for  a  minute  or 
two  his  entrance  into  the  cottage.   A  dork  and  smoky 

Eassage  led,  as  usual,  betwixt  the  exterior  wall  of  the 
ouse,  and  the  halla%  or  clay- wall«  which  served  aaa 
partition  betwixt  it  and  the  intenor.  At  the  end  ot 
this  passage,  and  through  the  partition,  was  a  door 
leading  into  the  6en,  or  inner  chamber  of  the  cottage, 
and  when  Roland  Grsme's  hand  was  upon  the  latch 
of  this  door,  a  female  voice  pronounced,  Bcncdictus 
qui  venial  in  nomine  Domini^  damnandus  qui  in 
nomine  inimici."  On  entering  the  apartment,  he 
perceived  the  figure  which  the  Chamberiain  had 
pointed  out  to  him  as  Mother  Nicneven,  seated  be- 
side the  lowly  hearth.  But  there  was  no  other  per- 
aon  in  the  room.  Roland  Grseme  gazed  around  m 
surprise  at  the  disappearance  of  Catherine  Seyton, 
without  paying  much  regard  to  the  supposed  sorce- 
ress, until  she  attracted  and  riveted  his  regard  by  the 
tone  in  which  she  asked  him— "What  seekest  thou 
here?"  ^        ^      ^ 

"I  seek,"  said  the  page.  With  much  embarrassment 

"I  seek"- 

But  his  answer  was  cut  short  when  the  old  woman, 
drawing  her  huge  grey  eyebrows  sternly  together,  with 
a  fr"^vn  wl'.irh  kcLJcur!  \\'r  bruw  into  a  ^housana 
wririkhyt  nro-HV  and  iTLtMing  k'r^.'lf  up  r^^  her  full 
naTiiml  eiz*?,  ton?  the  kerehief  from  lur  hhad,  and 
seiiing  Roliind  by  ilio  ami,  made  iwg  ?tiidf^  acroM 
tho  floor  of  the  apanment  ti>  ii  amall  windtm'  lhrou«n 
wliich  the  Ugln  M\  ftiil  on  hi  r  fncc^  nm\  enowed  tfte 
asioniahc'^l  v<mili  the  countenance  of  Magdften 
Gnt-me,— "IrVp,  Roland;^  she  said,  "thine  eyes  de- 
ceived thee  not  i  iht-y  show  ihce  tntljr  the  features  ol 
hcTwhorn  ihou  linst  myself  decsi^^d,  wham  wtnelhoe 
host  tunif  H  into  gnl!.  her  brcnd  of  joyfulneas  into  bit- 
ter poi?M>ni  l]trr  hope  into  the  blackest  riesppir^it  is  she 
who  now  demands  of  thee,  whnt  eceke»t  ihou  here! 
— Sh<;  whoBC  heovipBi  ein  towaitis  Heovcn  hath  been, 
that  she  loved  iht*  even  better  ihnn  the  wcol  of  th« 
whoU'  churth,  "nd  cotild  not  without  reluctance  siff* 
reiidtr  ihee  even  in  the  enuse  of  God— she  HOW  aflM 
yen,  what  ficrkcpt  thcu  lu  re  ?** 

While  iJhe  fpokt%  i?hf*  kept  her  brond  bliick  eye  rnr- 
eied  on  the  youth's  face;  tii^i  4h$  tjpri^ssion  ^tb 
which  th<s  ca^lft,  Pigfl£di4silpMf  »«^  be  tciw  it  to 
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Roland  Mt  hiiBaell"  at  ihe  moment  incapoble 
flt  ther  of  repJ  y  or  cv  »ifiion.  Tli  b  i^x  traordmar^'  en  di  u- 
»issl  had  prefN^rved  over  hmi  in  eoi^i*  oieasure  the 
^temiultincy  whiclj  alie  Jmd  ao^uireJ  during  his  Lhild- 
bood ;  fliitl.  besidt^at  ho  knew  tm  violence  of  Uer  poM- 
wm*  and  her  mipatienr^  of  eon  LradicdoiL,  and  was 
WQ*ibltr  that  ulmost  aiiy  reply  wJuch  he  could  muke, 
was  bktJy  lo  throw  her  into  an  o^siasy  of  rage.  He 
vaa  iherefore  «iknt  and  MngdaJen  GnEme  pro- 
ceedM  with  increaijuig  cnthLigiasni  in  hor  apofitrc^^be 
—"Once  more,  ^^bal  eeck'&t  ihouj  faJae  boy  7— Rwk'it 
^UKk  tha  honour  iJifji]  haiit  reJiouactxi^  ihe  ftuth  thou 
ktet  ftbiuidoni^ti,  the  hopes  iliou  haai  dBsirovfd  ?^0r 
flbt  thou  aeek  me,  the  a<i|e  proteetroea  ijif  ihy  youth, 
ms  only  parent  whom  thou  ha»t  knuwn^  ihat  thou 
maf  St  tmavple  on  mv  gray  huira^  evfn  as  thuu  h?«t 
elrenrly  tmniplcd  on  tlio  hen  u-ih'.hrs  of  my  iieart?" 

in  truth  and  reaaon,  I  deserve  not  your  blame.  1  have 
been  treated  amongst  you— even  by  yourself,  mv  reve- 
rend parent,  as  well  as  by  others— as  one  wno  lacked 
the  common  attributes  oi  free-will  and  human  reason, 
or  was  at  least  deemed  unfit  to  exercise  them.  A  land 
of  enchantment  have  I  been  led  into,  and  spells  have 
been  cast  around  me— every  one  has  met  me  in  dis- 

Kise— every  one  has  spoken  to  me  in  parables— I 
ye  been  like  one  who  walks  in  a  weary  and  bewil- 
dering dream ;  and  now  you  blame  me  that  I  have 
not  the  sense,  and  judgment,  and  steadiness,  of  a 
waking,  and  a  disenchanted,  and  a  reasonable  man, 
who  knows  what  he  is  doing,  and  wherefore  he  does 
it !  If  one  must  walk  with  masks  and  spectres,  who 
waft  themselves  from  place  to  place  as  u  were  in  vi- 
sion rather  than  reality,  it  might  shake  the  soundest 
fiuth  and  turn  the  wisest  head.  I  sought,  since  I  must 
needs  avow  my  folly,  the  same  Catherine  Seyton  with 
whom  you  made  me  first  acquainted,  andf  whom  I 
most  strangely  find  in  this  village  of  Kinross  gayest 
vnong  the  revellers,  when  I  had  but  iust  left  her  in 
the  well-guarded  castle  of  Lochleven,  the  sad  attend- 
ant of  an  imprisoned  Quoen— I  sought  her.  and  in  her 
V^  I  find  you,  my  mother,  more  strangely  disguised 
than  even  sho  is." 

**  And  what  hadst  thou  to  do  with  Catherine  Sey- 
ton T'  iiaid  the  matron  sternly;  "is  thia  a  time  or 
a  world  to  follow  maktens,  or  to  dance  around  a 
Ifaypole?  When  the  trumpet  summons  every  true- 
hearted  Scotsman  around  the  standard  of  the  true 
fiovereiCT,  shalt  thou  be  found  loitering  in  a  lady's 

"No,  by  Heaven,  nor  imprisoned  in  the  rugged 
walls  of  an  island  castle !"  answered  Roland  Graeme : 

I  would  the  blast  were  to  sound  even  now,  for  I  fear 
that  nothing  less  loud  will  dispel  the  chimerical  visions 
by  which  I  am  surrounded." 

"Doubt  not  that  it  will  be  winded,"  said  the  mat- 
ron, **  and  that  so  fearfully  loud,  that  Scodand  will 
never  hear  the  like  until  the  last  and  loudest  blast  of 
an  shall  announce  to  mountain  and  to  valley  that 
time  is  no  more.  Mean  while,  be  thou  but  brave  and 
constant— Serve  God  and  honour  thy  sovereiffi— 
Abide  by  thy  religion— I  cannot— I  will  not— I  dare 
not  ask  thee  the  truth  of  the  terrible  surmises  I  have 
heard  touching  thy  falling  away— perfect  not  that 
accursed  sacrifice— and  yet,  even  at  this  late  hour,  thou 
mayst  be  what  I  have  hoped  for  the  son  of  my  dearest 
hope— what  say  1 1  the  son  of  my  hope— thou  shalt  be 
ge  hope  of  Scodand  her  boast  and  her  honour  1— 
Even  thy  wildest  and  most  foolish  wishes  may  per- 
chance be  fulfilled— I  might  blush  to  mingle  meaner 
motives  with  the  noble  guerdon  I  hold  out  to  thee— It 
shames  m&  being  such  as  I  am,  to  mention  the  idle 
passions  of  youth,  save  with  contempt  and  the  pur- 
pose of  censure.  But  we  must  bribe  children  to 
wholesome  medicine  by  th<y  offer  of  cates,  and  youth 
to  honourable  achievement  with  the  promise  oi  plea- 
nire.  Mark  me,  therefore,  Roland.  TheloveofCathe- 
rme  Seyton  will  follow  him  only  who  shall  achieve 
the  freeaoro  of  her  mistress }  and  believe,  it  may  be 
one  dav  in  thine  own  power  to  be  that  happy  lover. 
Cast,  therefore,  away  doubt  and  fear,  and  prepare  to 
do  what  religion  calls  for,  what  thy  country  demands 
of  thee,  what  thy  duty  as  a  subject  and  as  a  servant 
alike  retrace  at  your  hand{  aqd.b^  aMund.  evea  ibe 


idlest  or  wildest  wishes  Of  thy  hbut  will  be  mbiit  rea- 
dily attained  by  following  the  call  of  thy  duty." 

As  she  ceased  fln[)eaking.  a  double  knock  was  heard 
against  the  inner  door. .  The  nfiatron.  hastily  adjusdng 
her  mufflen  and  resuming  her  chair  by  the  hearth,  de- 
manded who  was  there.    • 

**  Saha  in  nomitu  wndot"  was  answered  firoa 
without. 

"  StUveU  ei  vot"  answered  Magdalen  Ghraeme. 

And  a  man  entered  in  the  ordinary  dress  of  a  noble* 
man's  retainer,  wearing  at  his  girdle  a  sword  and 
buckler—"  I  sought  you,^'  said  he,  "  mv  mother,  and 
him  whom  I  see  with  you."  Then  addressing  him- 
self to  Roland  Greme,  he  said  to  him,  "  Hast  thou 
not  a  packet  from  Qeoige  Douglas?" 

"  I  have,"  said  die  page,  suddenly  recollecting  that 
which  had  been  committed  to  his  charge  in  the  morn- 
ing, "but  I  may  not  deliver  it  to  any  one  without  some 
token  that  they  have  a  right  to  ask  it." 

"  You  say  well,"  rephed  the  serving-man,  and  whis- 
*  into  his  ear,  "  The  packet  which  I  ask  is  tha 


report  to  his  father— will  this  token  suffice  T 

^'It  will,"  replied  the  page,  and  taking  the  packet 
fix>m  his  bosom,  gave  it  to  the  man. 

"  I  will  return  presently,"  said  the  serving-man,  and 
left  the  cottage. 

Roland  had  now  suffidendy  recovered  his  surprise 
to  accost  his  reladve  in  turn,  and  request  to  know  the 
reason  why  he  found  her  in  so  precarious  a  disguisa 
and  a  place  so  dangerous—"  You  cannot  be  ignorant," 
he  said,  "  of  the  hatred  that  the  Lady  of  Lochleven 
bears  to  those  of  your— that  is  of  our  religion— your 
present  disguise  lays  you  open  to  suspicions  of  a  dif- 
ferent kindl  but  inferring  no  less  hazard ;  and  whether 
as  a  Catholic,  or  as  a  sorceress,  or  as  a  friend  to  the 
unfortunate  Queen,  you  are  in  equal  danger,  if  ap- 
prehended within  the  bounds  of  the  Douglas ;  and 
in  the  chamberlairf  who  administers  their  authority, 
you  have,  for  his  own  reasons,  an  enemy,  and  a  bitter 
one." 

"  I  know  it,"  said  the  matron,  her  eyes  kindling 
with  triumph ;  "  I  know  that,  vain  of  his  school-craft 
and  carnal  wisdom,  Luke  Lundin  views  with  jealousy 
and  jatred  the  blessings  which  the  saints  have  con- 
ferred on  my  prayers,  and  on  the  holy  reUcs,  before 
the  touch,  nay,  before  the  bare  presence  of  which, 
disease  and  death  have  so  often  beein  known  to  retreau 
—I  know  he  would  reiki  and  tear  me;  but  there  is  a 
chain  and  a  muzzle  on  the  ban-dog  that  shall  restrain 
his  fury,  and  the  Master's  servant  shall  not  be  offended 
by  him  until  the  Master's  work  is  wrought.  When 
that  hour  comes,  let  the  shadows  of  the  evening  de- 
scend on  me  in  thunder  and  in  tempest ;  the  time 
shall  be  welcome  that  relieves  my  eyes  from  seeing 
guilt,  and  my  eare  from  listening  to  blasphemy.  Do 
thou  but  be  constant— play  thy  part  as  I  have  plavtd 
and  will  play  mine,  and  my  release  shall  be  like  that 
of  a  blessed  martyr  whose  ascent  to  heaven  angels 
bail  with  psalm  and  song,  while  earth  pursues  him 
with  hiss  and  with  execration." 

As  she  concluded,  the  serving-man  a^^ain  entered 
the  cottage,  and  said,  "  All  is  well !  the  time  holds  for 
to-morrow  night." 

"  What  ume  1  what  holds !"  exclaimed  Roland 
GrsBme  ;  '*I  trust  I  have  given  the  Douglas's  packet 
to  no  wrong" 

"Content  yourself  young  man,"  answered  tha 
serving-man  ;  "  thou  hast  my  word  and  token." 

"  I  know  not  if  the  token  be  right,"  said  the  pa«e ; 
"  and  I  care  not  much  for  the  word  of  a  stranger." 

"  What,"  said  the  matron.  "  although  thou  mayst 
have  given  a  packet  delivered  to  thy  charge  by  one  of 
the  Queen's  rebels  into  the  hand  or  a  loyal  subject- 
there  were  no  great  mistake  in  that,  thou  hotbrained 
boyl" 

"  By  Saint  Andrew,  there  were  foul  mistake, 
though,"  answered  the  page ;  "  it  is  the  very  spirit  ot 
my  diity,  in  this  firet  stage  of  chivaUy,  to  be  faithful 
to  ray  trust;  and  had  the  devil  given  me  a  mesfta^ 
to  discharge,  I  would  not  (so  I  had  plighted  my  faith 
to  the  contrary)  betray  his  counsel  to  an  angel  of 
light."  • 

*Now.  by  the  love  I  once  bore  thee,"  said  the 
matron,  ■ '  I  could  slay  thee  with  mine  own  hami 
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wfaen  I  heat  thee  ttlk  of  a  dauvr  feitb  Deitig  doe  to 
rebels  and  heretiea,  than  thou  oweat  to  thjr  chinch  and 
ihjr  prince !" 

^*  Be  patient,  mfgood  aister,"  aaid  theaervine-man , 
"I  will  give  him  such  raaaona  as  shall  counterbalance 
the  scruples  which  beset  him^theapirit  is  honourable^ 
tbouffh  now  it  maf  be  miatimec^  and  misplaced.— 
Follow  me,  young  man." 

**Ere  I  go  to  call  this  stranger  to  a  reckoning,"  said 
the  page  to  the  matron,  *'  is  there  nothing  I  can  do  for 
3rour  comfort  and  safety')" 

"Nothing,"  she  replied,  "nothing,  save  what  will 
lead  more  to  thy  own  honour  r-the  aaims  who  have 
protected  me  thus  far,  will  lend  me  succour  as  I  need 
It.  Tread  the  path  of  glory  tliat  is  before  thee,  and 
only  think  of  me  as  the  creature  on  earth  who  will 
be  most  delighted  to  hear  of  thy  fame.— Follow  the 
atranger-ho  hath  tidings  for  yOu  that  yon  little 
expect" 

The  stranger  remained  on  the  threshold  as  if  wait- 
ing for  Roland,  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  him  put  him* 
self  in  motidn,  he  mo^ed  on  before  at  a  auick  pace. 
Diving  Btill  deeper  down  the  lane^  Roland  perceived 
that  it  was  now  bordered  by  buildings  upon  the  one 
aide  only,  and  that  the  other  was  fenced  By  a  high  old 
« wall,  over  which  some  trees  extended  their  branches. 
Descending  a  good  way  farther,  they  came  to  a  small 
door  in  the  wall.  Roland's  guide  paused,  looked 
around  for  an  instant  to  see  ifany  one  were  within 
sight,  then  taking  a  key  from  his  pocket,  opened  the 
door  and  entered,  making  a  sign  to  Roland  Graeme  to 
follow  him.  He  did  so,  and  the  stranger  locked  the 
door  carefully  on  the  insid&  During  this  operation 
the  page  had  a  moment  to  look  around,  and  perceived 
that  be  was  in  a  small  orchard  very  trimlv  kept. 

The  atranger  led  him  through  an  alley  or  two, 
ahaded  by  trees  loaded  with  summer-fruit,  into  a 
pleached  arbour,  where,  taking  the  turf-seat  which 
was  on  the  one  side,  he  motioned  to  Roland  to  occupy 
that  which  was  opposite  to  him,  and,  after  a  moment- 
ary silence,  opened  the  conversation  as  follows :  "  Vou 
have  asked  a  better  warrant  than  the  word  of  a  mere 
stranger,  to  satiafy  you  that  I  have  the  authority  of 
Oeors;e  of  Douglas  for  possessing  myself  of  the  packet 
intrusted  to  your  charged 

*'It  is  precisely  the  point  on  which  I  demand  reck-* 
oning  of  yon,"  aaid  Roland.  "I  fear  I  have  acted 
hastily ;  if  sa  I  must  redeem  my  error  as  I  best  may." 

"You  hold  me  then  as  a  perfect  stranger  1"  said 
the  man.  "Look  at  my  face  more  attentively,  and 
aee  if  the  features  do  not  resemble  those  of  a  man 
much  known  to  you  formerly." 

Roland  gazed  attentively;  but  the  ideas  fecalled  to 
his  mind  were  ao  inoonsistent  with  the  mean  and 
servile  dress  of  the  person  before  him,  that  he  did  not 
venmre  to  express  the  opinion  which  he  was  irresisti- 
Uv  induced  to  form. 

^' Yes,  my  son."  said  the  stranger,  observing  his 
embarraasment,  "you  do  indeed  see  before  you  the 
unfortunate  Father  Ambroaiua,  who  once  accounted 
his  ministry  crowned  in  your  preservation  from  the 
anares  of  heresy,  but  who  is  now  condemned  to  la- 
ment thee  as  a  castaway !" 

Roland  Graeme's  kindness  ot  heart  was  at  least 
equal  to  his  vivacity  of  tempei^he  could  not  bear 
to  see  his  ancient  and  honoured  master  and  spiritual 
guide  in  a  situation  which  inferred  a  change  of  for- 
tune so  melancholy,  but  throwins  himself  at  his  feet, 
grasped  his  knees  and  wept  aloud. 

"What  mean  these  tears,  my  son?"  said  the  Ab- 
bot; "if  they  are  ahed  for  your  own  sins  and  folliea, 
surely  they  are  gracious  showera,  and  may  avail  thee 
much— but  weep  not,  if  they  fall  on  my  account.  You 
indeed  see  the  Superior  of  the  Community  of  Saint 
Mary's  in  the  dress  of  a  poor  sworder,  who  gives  his 
master  the  use  of  his  blade  and  buckler,  anoT  if  need- 
fol.  of  his  life,  for  a  coarse  hvery  coat  and  four  maiks 
by  the  year.  But  such  a  garb  suits  the  tim&  and,  in 
the  penod  of  the  church  militant,  as  well  becomes 
her  prelatea  aa  staff  mitre,  and  cr>sier,  in  the  days  of 
tne  church's  triumph." 

"By  what  fate,'' aaid  thi  page,— "and  yet  why," 
added  he,  checking  himself;  "need  I  aski  Cathe- 
lioa  SaytoQ  in  aome  aort  prepared  me  for  thia.    But 


thnt  thft  c-hfiEi^  «?vMild  be  to  abaohite-^e  de8tni^> 
tsm  ^j  c&nip\^te  V 

''  Vrs,  mv  tion,"  naid  the  Abbot  Ambrosius,  "  dtina 
own  i^yva  neh^ld^  in  my  imworthy  elevation  to  tbo 
AKtiot's  Rtnli.  th(  l'ist  especial  act  of  holy  solemnity 
mhwh  piiali  W  ^i^  ii  in  the  church  of  Saint  Mar^ai, 
muit  it  sMqH  I'h-n^  Efeaven  to  turn  back  thecapdvitr 
of  [  hf'  cliiTi  h  t'<  r  the  present,  the  i^epherd  is  emit- 
ttri— eiVh  wdl  \\.-j.\\  '0  the  earth— the  flocks  are  acat- 
terctl,  Qtud  tli<  ^h Titles  of  eaints  and  marQrra,  and 
pinij«  bpjQiir»i  !<^^s  lu  the  church,  are  given  to  the  owls 
of  nti^htt  »n*i  *h«  -niyra  of  the  desert?* 

'And  yoiiT  linaiier,  the  Knight  of  Avenel— cookl 
hf^  du  no  thin  I?  for  5  -  *ur  protecdon  T* 

*'  H<?  hirni^df  htiifi  fallen  under  the  suspicion  of  th# 
nVmfi;  powtT?/  nn\i\  the  AbboL  "who  are  aa  unjnat 
to  ihi'if  tri-  rnl>i  fi«  tlicy  are  cruel  to  their  enemiea.    I 

0  it,  did  I  hope  it  might  eatranga 
hi  ;  but  I  know  the  aom  of  Halbert, 
ai  viU  drive  him  to  prove  hta  fkielitf 
tc  ^^i:  unhappy  cause,  by  some  deed  which  may  bo 
yet  moredeetractive  to  the  church,  and  more  offenaiva 
to  Heaven.  Enough  of  this ;  and  now  to  the  business 
of  our  meeting.— I  trust  you  will  hold  it  sufficient  if  I 
pass  my  wora  to  you  that  the  packet  of  which  yoa 
were  lately  the  bearer,  waa  designed  for  my  hands  bf 
George  of  Douglas  7" 

"  'Then."  said  the  page,  "  is  Geon»  of  Douglas" 

"A  true  friend  to  his  Queen,  Roland;  and  will 
aoon,  I  trust,  have  his  eyes  opened  to  the  erron  of  hia 
(miscalled)  diurch." 

"  But  what  ia  he  to  his  father,  and  what  to  the 
Lady  of  Lochleven,  who  has  been  as  a  mother  to 
him  7"  said  the  page  impatiently. 

"The  best  friend  to  both,  in  lime  and  through  eter- 
nity," said  the  Abbot,  "if  he  shall  prove  the  happy 
instrument  for  redeeming  the  evil  they  have  wrought 
and  are  still  working," 

"  StilV  nid  the  page,  **  I  like  not  that  good  service 
which  begins  in  breach  of  trosL"  • 

"  I  blame  not  thy  scruples,  my  son."  said  the  Ab- 
bot ;  "  but  the  time  which  has  wrenched  asunder  the 
allegiance  of  Chrisdans  to  the  church,  and  of  sub- 
jects to  their  king,  has  dissolved  all  the  leaser  bondi 
of  Bociety ;  andT  in  such  daya,  mere  human  tiee 
mnat  no  more  reatrein  our  progresa,  than  the  bram- 
bles and  briers,  which  catch  hold  of  his  garmentai 
should  delay  the  path  of  a  pilgrim  who  travels  to  pay 
hia  vows." 

"  But,  my  father,"— aaid  the  jrouth,  and  then  atopC 
short  in  a  neaitating  manner. 

"Speak  on.  my  aon,"  said  the  Abbot;  "speak 
without  fear." 

"  Let  me  not  offend  you  then,"  said  Roland,  "when 

1  answer,  that  it  ia  even  this  which  our  adversaries 
charge  against  us,  when  they  say,  that  shaping  the 
means  according  to  the  end,  we  are  willing  to  com- 
mit great  moral  evil  in  order  that  we  may  work  out 
eventual  good." 

"Thu?  hprpfirp  havs  pUyed  their  usunl  arts  on  yoii, 
mj-  non/'  f  !iid  th+j  Abbot  j  'Mhey  would  willitigfy  de- 
priv**  ns  of  the  powrr  of  neting  wim^Ay  and  secretjyi, 
thciii-'h  thuir  popfn^psiofi  of  ^utwri^t  forcv  forbiils  oar 
cor  1 1  r  n  f  I  i  n^  wi  ih  I  hem  on  t  h  e  term  s  of  ^\i  aJ'  t  y .  Thef 
havi'  reducol  u»  to  a  state  of  Exhau^ii^'d  wrnkncM, 
anrl  nowwoiild  fain  pTOscrihft  the  mt^nns  by  wfaich 
weiiktirae^  through  ail  the  rn/ig;p  cf  immrr,  fFuppliea 
the  Itick  of  Ktmnethj  and  dcft.>hds  iiself  iiF^tiinjt  jti 
pot^'nt  enemies.  As  w^ll  might  the  hpund  *ay  m  thd 
MTf^,  use  not  fheftc  wily  ciTBa  to  escape  mc^  btit  con- 
tend with  ma  in  pitchca  baa]{<,  as  the  arfEiE^d  and 
powt^rTuI  ht'Tfltic  demtitvd  of  lh(?  down -trodden  und 
opprese^-d  Catholic  to  Inv  a^de  the  wisdotn  of  tho 
ser^w^nt,  by  whkh  nhne  they  may  a^in  hope  toraisMs 
up  tlie  Jernsaleiii  ovrr  v,  h^f^h  Thry  wr<Ti,  nnH  nhicix 
itis  «h*:tT  [fmy  iij  rt.Hu!',-      I'  :     "      '  ■•  r. 

And  fitjw,  my  son,  I  cou:iu,;:ui:  4I.CU  u;^  H.}  i:i^ik  to 
tell  me  truly  and  particularly  what  has  chanced  to 
thee  sinoe  we  parted,  and  what  is  the  present  state  o« 
thy  conscience.  Thv  relation,  our  sister  Magdalen, 
is  a  woman  of  excellent  gifts,  blessed  with  a  zeal 
which  neither  doubt  nor  danger  can  quench;  but  yet 
it  ia  not  a  zeal  altogether  according  to  knowledge; 
w^enfotok  my  ion,  1  would  willing  be  miHif  thf 
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interrogator  and  ihy  counsellor,  in  thcso  days  of  dark- 
ness and  stratagem." 

With  the  respect  which  he  owed  to  his  first  instructer, 
Roland  Graeme  went  rapidly  through  the  events  which 
the  reader  is  acquainted  with ;  and  while  he  disguised 
not  from  the  prelate  the  impression  which  had  been 
made  on  his  mind  by  the  arguments  of  the  preacher 
Henderson,  he  accidentally,  and  ahnost  involuntarily, 
gave  his  Father  Confessor  to  understand  the  influence 
which  Catherine  Sevton  had  aaiuired  over  him. 

"It  is  with  joy  I  discover  mv  dearest  son,"  replied 
the  Abbot,  "  that  I  have  arrived  in  time  to  arrest  thee 
on  the  verge  of  the  precipice  to  which  thou  wert  ap- 
proaching.   These  doubts  of  which  you  complain,  are 
the  weeds  which  naturally  grow  up  in  a  strong  soil, 
and  require  the  careful  hand  of  the  husbandman  to 
eradicate  them.    Thou  must  study  a  little  volume, 
which  I  will  impart  to  thoe  in  fitting  time,  in  which, 
bv  Our  Lady  s  grace,  I  have  placed  in  somewhat  a 
clearer  light  than  heretofore,  the  points  debated  be- 
twixt us  and  these  heretics,  who  sow  among  the  wheat 
the  same  tares  which  were  formerly  privily  mingled 
\¥itli  the  good  seed  by  the  Albigenses  and  the  Lollards. 
Sut  it  is  not  by  reason  alone  that  you  must  hope  to 
conquer  these  uisinuatiuns  of  the  enemy :  It  is  some- 
times by  timely  resistance,  but  oftener  by  timely  liiglit. 
^^ou  must  shut  vour  ears  against  the  arguiiients  of 
the  heresiarch,  when  circumstances  permit  you  not  to 
^withdraw  the  foot  from  his  company.    Anchor  your 
thoughts  upon  the  sor^'ice  of  Our  Lady,  while  he  is 
expending  m,  vain  his  heretical  sophistry.    Are  you 
unable  to  maintain  your  attention  on  heavenly  objects, 
think  rather  on  thine  own  earthly  pleasures,  than 
tempt  Providence  and  the  Saints  by  giving  an  atten- 
tive ear  to^  the  erring doctriiu—i hint  of  thv  hawk,  thy 
hound,  thine  angling  rod,  thy  sword  and  bucklf^r— 
think  even  of  Catherine  Seyton,  rather  than  aive  thy 
soul  to  the  lessons  of  the  tempUT.    ^Vlas !  my  son, 
believe  not  that,  worn  out  with  woes,  and  bent  more 
by  affliction  than  by  years,  I  have  forgotten  the  effect 
of  beauty  over  the  heart  of  youth.  Even  in  the  watches 
of  the  night,  broken  by  thoughts  of  an  imprisoned 
Queen,  a  distracted  kingdom,  a  church  laid  waste  and 
ruinous,,  come  other  thoughts  than  these  suggest, 
and  feelings  which  belonged  to  an  earlier  and  happier 
course  of  life.   Be  it  so— we  must  bear  our  load  as  we 
may:  and  not  in  vain  are  these  passions  implantinl 
in  our  ^breast,  since,  as  now  in  thy  case,  tliev  may 
oome  in  aid   of  resolutions  founded   unon  higher 
grounds.    Vet  beware,  my  son— this  CJaiherinc  Sey- 
ton is  the  daughter  of  one  of  Scotland's  proudest,  as 
well  as  most  worthy  barons ;  and  thy  state  may  not 
Bufler  thee,  as  yet,  to  aspire  so  high.    But  thus  it  is— 
Heaven  works  its  purposes  through  human  folly ;  and 
Douglas's  ambitious  affection,  as  well  as  thine,  shall 
contribute  alike  to  the  desired  end." 
"How,  my  father,"  said  the  page,  "  my  suspicions 

are  then  true  1— Douglas  loves" 

"  He  does ;  and  with  a  love  as  much  misplaced  as 
thine  own;  but  beware  of  him— cross  him  not- 
thwart  him  not." 

"  Let  him  not  cross  or  thwart  me,"  said  the  page ; 
"  for  I  will  not  yield  him  an  inch  of  way,  had  he  in  nis 
body  the  soul  of  every  Douglas  that  has  lived  since 
the  time  of  the  Dark  Gray  Man."* 

"Nay,  have  paiienre,  idle  boy,  and  reflect  that  your 
salt  can  never  interfere  with  his.— But  a  truce  with 
these  vanities,  and  let  us  belter  employ  the  Httle  space 
which  still  remains  to  us  to  spend  together.  To  thy 
knees,  my, son,  and  resume  the  long  interrupted  duty 
of  confession,  that,  happen  what  may.  the  hour  msiy 
find  in  thee  a  faithful  Catholic,  relinvwi  from  the  ^uift 
of  his  sins  by  authority  of  the  Holy  Church.  Could 
I  but  vA\  thee,  Roland,  the  joy  with  which  I  see  thee 
once  more  put  thy  knee  to  its  best  and  fittest  use ! 
Quid  dicis^  mijili?" 

**■  Culpua  mcas^  answered  the  youth ;  and  according 
to  the  ritual  of  the  Catliolic  Churcli,  he  confessed  and 
*  Br  ao  ancient,  thoufli  improbable  tradition,  the  Dou?1aMc« 
Sr*  aaii  to  hare  derived  their  name  from  a  charnpion  who  had 
•TMtlr  distin^ishod  himiicir  in  an  action.  When  the  kinr 
Qemnndcd  by  whom  the  hnttlM  had  been  won.  theatiHndantsaro 
laid  to  have  an»w«»red,  "Sholio  Douglan,  nir;"  which  ii  Mid  to 
feMsn,  "  Yr  ndifr  dark  fra/  man. "  But  the  name  ia  luidouliiedlT 
tmritohaJ,  utd  taken  from  Dvuglas  river  and  dale. 


received  absolution,  to  which  was  annexed  the  con- 
dition of  perform  in;<  cenain  enjoined  penances. 

When  this  religious  ceremony  was  ended,  an  old 
man,  in  the  dress  of  a  peasant  of  the  better  order,  ap- 
proached the  arbour,  and  greeted  the  Abbot. — "  I  have 
waited  the  conclusion  of  your  devotions,"  he  said,  "lo 
tell  you  the  youth  is  sought  after  by  the  chainberlaini 
and  it  were  well  he  should  appear  without  delay. 
Holy  Saint  Francis,  if  the  halberdiers  were  to  seek 
him  here,  they  might  sorely  wrong  my  garden-plot^- 
they  are  in  office,  and  reck  not  where  they  tread, 
were  each  stepon  icssamine  and  clove-gillyflowers." 

"  We  will  speed  him  forth,  my  brother,"  said  the 
Abliot;  "but,  alas!  is  it  possible  that  such  trifles 
should  live  in  your  mind  at  a  crisis  so  awful  as  that 
which  is  now  impending?" 

"Reverend  father,"  answered  the  proprietor  of  tlie 
garden,  for  such  he  was,  "  how  oft  shall  I  pray  you  to 
kfcp  yi)ur  high  counsel  for  high  minds  likeyour  own  1 
What  have  you  required  of  me,  that  I  have  not  granted 
unresistingly,  though  with  an  aching  heart  1" 

I'l  would  require  of  you  to  Iwyourselfi  my  brother," 
said  the  .Abbot  .-Imbrosius;  *'  to  remember  what  you 
were,  and  to  what  your  early  vows  have  l>oimd  you." 

"I  toll  thee,  Father  Ambrosius,"  replied^the  gar* 
duner,  *'the  patience  of  the  best  saint  that  ever  said 
pnter-nostur,  would  be  exhausted  by  the  trials  to  which 
you  have  put  mine— What  I  have  been,  it  skills  not  to 
sprak  at  j)resent— no  one  knows  better  than  yourself 
father,  what  I  remjunced,  in  hopes  to  And  ease  and 
quiet  (luring  the  remainder  of  my  days— and  no  one 
U'tter  knows  how  my  retreat  has  been  invaded,  my 
fruit-trees  broken,  my  llower-bods  trodden  down,  my 
quiet  friLchiene.l  away,  and  my  vm  sleep  driven  irom 
my  brd,  since  ever  this  poor  Uiuu^ii,  God  bless  her, 
hath  been  sent  to  Lochlevon.— 1  blame  her  not ;  being 
'  1  prisoner  it  is  natural  she  slioidd  wish  to  get  out 
I  from  so  vile  a  hold,  where  there  is  scarcely  any  place 
'  even  for  a  tolerablp  garden,  and  where  the  water- 
mists,  as  I  am  tokl,  blight  all  the  early  blossoms— I 
my  I  cannot  lilame  her  for  endeavouring  for  her  froe- 
iom ;  but  why  I  should  [>e  drawn  into  the  scheme— 
why  my  harmless  arbours,  that  I  olanted  with  my 


)wn  hands,  should  bei'ome  places  ot  privy  conspiracy 
—why  my  little  auny,  whicrh  I  built  for  my  own  lish- 
jng  boat,  should  have  become  a  haven  for  secret  em- 


barkations—in short,  why  I  should  be  dragged  into 
matters  where  both  headiifg  and  hanging  are  Uke  to 
he  the  issue,  I  profess  to  you,  reverend  father,  I  am 
tofallv  ignorant." 

"3ly  brother,"  answered  the  Abbot,  "you  are  wise, 
and  ought  to  know" 

"  I  am  not— I  am  not— I  am  not  wi*c"  replied  the 
fiorticulturi.st,  ))ettislily,  and  stopping  his  cars  with  his 
fingers— '*!  was  never  called  wise,  but  when  men  want- 
ail  to  engage  me  in  some  acdon  of  notorious  folly." 

"  But,  my  good  brother,"  said  the  Abbot 

"I  am  not  good,  nt-ither,"  said  the  peevish  garden- 
er; "I  am  neither  good  nor  wise— Had  I  been  wisou 
yruu  would  not  have  hem  admitted  here ;  and  were  1 
^ood,  methinks  I  should  send  you  elsewhere,  to  hatch 
plots  for  destroying  the  quiet  of  the  country.  What 
Bignifies  disputing  about  queen  or  king,  \^'hen  men 
may  sit  at  peace — snib  umbra  vitis  sui  ?  and  so  would 
[  do,  after  the  j^recept  of  holy  writ,  were  I,  as  you 
terni  me,  wse  or  good.  But  such  as  I  am,  my  neck 
is  in  the  yoke,  and  you  make  me  draw  what  weight 
jou  list.— Follow  me  youngster.  This  reverend  fa- 
ther, who  makes  in  his  jackinan's  dress  nearly  as  rev- 
erend a  figure  as  I  myself,  will  agree  with  mo  in  one 
thing  at  least,  and  that  is,  that  you  have  been  lony 
[inoni»!i  here." 

"  Follow  the  good  father,  Roland,"  said  the  Ab 
hot,  "  and  remember  my  words— a  day  is  approach 
ing  that  will  try  the  temper  of  all  true  Scotsmen- 
may  thy  heart  prove  faithful  as  the  steel  of  thy  blade!' 

The  page  bow«,-d  in  silence,  and  thev  parted ;  the 
ganlcner,  notwithstanding  his  advaneai  age,  walking 
on  before  him  very  briskly,  and  muttering  as  he  went, 
partly  to  himself,  partly  to  his  companion,  after  the 
manner  of  old  men  of  weakene<l  intellects-"  When 
I  was  great,"  thus  ran  his  ma.Mwd^iTvTv'j^^'^  -axvWssANw^ 
mule  auA  m^  Tvu\\\\\Tv%'utsNiT€^  ^v  t^i\v\\^\w^^A;^'«sv«^''• 


hsre  walked  at  this  psea  I  had  my  coat  and  my 
rheumatics,  and  an  hundred  thinn  besidea,  that  hung 
fetters  on  my  heels;  and  now,  thanks  to  Our  Lady, 
and  honest  labour,  I  can  walk  with  any  i^^xxi  man  ox 
my  age  in  the  kingdom  of  Fife— Py  npoin  it,  that  expe- 
rience should  be  so  long  in  coming  f" 

As  he  was  thus  muttering,  his  eye  fell  upon  the 
branch  of  a  pear-tree  which  drooped  doWn  wr  want 
of  support,  and  at  once  forgetting  his  haste,  the  okl 
man  stopped  and  set  seriously  about  binding  it  up. 
Roland  Graeme  had  both  readiness,  neatness  of  hand, 
and  good  nature  in  abundance;  he  immediately  lent 
his  aid,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  the  bough  was  nip- 
ported,  and  tied  up  in  a  way  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
the  old  man,  who  looked  at  it  with  mieat  complai- 
sance. "They  are  bergamots,"  he  saio,  "and  if  you 
will  come  ashore  in  autumn,  you  shall  taste  of  them 
—the  like  are  not  in  Lochleven  Castle— the  ffarden 
there  is  a  poor  pinfold,  and  the  gardener,  Hugh  Houk- 
hi^n,  hath  little  skill  of  his  craft— so  come  ashore, 
Master  Page,  in  autumn,  when  you  would  eat  pears. 
But  what  am  1  thinking  of— ere  that  time  com&  they 
may  have  given  thee  sour  pears  for  plums.  Take  an 
old  man's  ^dvice,  youth,  one  who  hath  seen  many 
days,  and  sat  in  higher  places  than  thou  canst  hope 
for—bend  thy  sword  into  a  pruning-hook,  and  make 
a  dibble  of  thy  dagger— thy  days  shall  be  the  longer, 
and  thy  health  the  better  for  it— and  come  to  aid  me  in 
my  garden,  and  I  will  teach  thee  the  real  French  fash- 
ion of  imping,  which  the  Southron  ddl  gracing.  Do 
this,  and  do  it  without  loss  of  time,  lor  there  is  a 
whirlwind  coming  over  the  land,  and  only  those  shall 
escape  who  lie  too  much  beneatn  the  storm  to  have 
their  boughs  broken  by  it." 

80  saying,  he  dismissed  Roland  Ghreme,  through  a 
different  door  from  that  by  which  he  had  entered, 
signed  a  cross,  and  pronounced  a  benedicite  as  they 
parted,  and  then,  still  muttering  to  himself,  retired  into 
the  garden,  and  locked  the  door  on  the  inside." 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Pnr  u<Hi  via  tiravQ  not  ouiAc^unDa  we  lung  1 

King  JlCTTf  VI 

DtBanBai.fi  from  the  old  main's  Rardctt^  Roland 
Gnemo  foiincl  thiii  a  f^ass^  paddock,  in  wh^ch  entin- 
TCfbd  two  cows,  I  lie  prone  tty  of  the  gnrdener,  still 
acparatcwl  Mm  from  iht-  vilkjjc.  He  jmct^  through  it, 
Jost  in  itK^iinijiJti  itputi  rhe  words*  of  the  Abbot.  Fa- 
ther Am  bjuslQ*;  hmj,with  But^cc^fii!!  enoiigbi  extorted  over 
|iim  that  poweirAsl  mftnenc^  which  Ihp  ^arJiane  nad 
rnstruciQrs  of  our  childhood  pos^i-ss  o\vt  oitr  more 
mature  youiJi.  Ami  vtt.  when  Rolund  looked  buck 
upon  what  thf?  fctthf^r  had  Raid,  he  cauld  not  but  mm- 
peel  ihm  ho  had  mtbcr  sought  lo  evade  entering  fnto 
ihe  eontrt>vcr3y  betwixt  the  chtjrches,  ihan  to  rtpel 
the  objections  and  i$a.iMy  thtJ  doubts  which  the  bxj- 
lurc*  of  Henderson  had  eicitud.  "For  thi»  ht?  had 
no  lime'."  eaid  the  page  ^  to  hinist?li;  **  neither  Lave  I 
nov  calmness  and  [enrning  sufticif  nt  to  judgi?  upon 
points  of  such  nmgjiitudc*  Besides,  it  Were  bajte  to 
quit  my  faith  vihUt}.  the  wind  of  fortune  Pet*  against 
It,  utiW^  1  Wtn*  so  tilatrfi  that  my  conversion,  snaold 
ii  take  pbce,  were  free  an  hght  worn  the  imputation 
of  self-mief€?L  I  wu^i  bned  d  CuTholw— bred  in  ihe 
faith  of  Bnjc^  and  Wallace— I  will  hold  that  faltJi  till 
ftm«  nnH  rrn'^iHin  «h^iJ  r*JMviqce  me  thatitfrrs,  1  "ill 
serve  this  poor  Queen  as  a  subject  should  serve  an 
imprisoned  and  wronged  sovereign— they  who  placed 
me  in  her  service  have  to  blame  themselves— they 
sent  me  hither,  a  gentleman  trained  in  the  paths  of 
loyalty  and  honour,  when  they  should  have  sought 
out  some  truckling,  cogging,  double-deahng  knav& 
who  would  have  been  at  once  the  observant  page  or 
the  Queen,  and  the  obsequious  spy  of  her  enemies. 
Since  I  must  choose  betwixt  aiaing  and  betraying 
her,  I  will  decide  as  becomes  her  servant  and  her 
subject;  but  Catherine  Seytoii— Catherine  Seyton, 
beloved  by  Douglas,  and  holding  me  on  or  off  as  the 
intervals  of  her  leisure  or  capnce  will  permit— how 
shall  I  deal  with  the  coquette?— By  Heaven,  when  I 
next  have  an  opportunity,  ahe  shall  render  me  some 
reason  for  her  conduct,  or  I  will  break  with  her  for 
tverP 


Ashefimnad  thisdoqRjhty  resoliitioii,  he  cntmd  the 
stile  which  led  out  of  the  little  enclosure,  and  w«s 
almost  immediately  greeted  by  Dr.  Luke  Lundin. 

"  Ha !  my  most  excellent  young  friend,"  said  the 
Doctor,  "from  whence  come  vou7  but  I  note  the 
place.— Yes,  neighbour  Blinknoolie's  garden  is  a 
pleasant  reiidezvous,  and  you  are  of  the  age  when 
lads  look  after  a  bonny  lass  with  one  eye,  and  a 
dainty  pkim  with  another.  But  hey  I  you  look  sub- 
triste  and  melancholic— I  fear  the  makten  has  proved 
cruel,  or  the  phims  onripe;  and  surely,  I  think  neigh- 
bour Blinkhoolie's  damsons  can  scarcely  have  b^n 
well  preserved  throughout  the  winter— he  spares  the 
sacchanne  juice  on  his  confects.  But  courage,  man, 
there  are  more  Kates  in  Kinross;  and  for  the  im- 
mature fhiit,  a  glass  of  my  double  distilled  tupia 
mirabm^-1>robaium  e$t.** 

The  page  darted  an  ireful  odance  at  the  faoetioue 
physician  j  but  presentlv  recollecting  that  the  name 
Kate,  which  had  provoked  his  displeasure,  was  pro- 
bably but  introduced  for  the  sake  of  alliteration,  he 
suppressed  his  wrath,  and  only  asked  if  the  wains  had 
been  heard  ofl 

"  Why,  I  have  been  seeking  for  yon  this  hour,  to 
tell  you  that  the  stuff-  is  in  your  boat,  and  that  the 
boat  waits  your  pleasure.  Auchtermuchtv  had  onir 
fallen  into  company  with  an  i'll*  knave  hke  himseii^ 
and  a  stoup  of  aquavits  between  them.  Your  boat- 
men lie  on  their  oars,  and  there  have  already  been 
made  two  wefts  from  the  warder's  turret,  to  intimate 
that  those  in  the  castle  are  impatient  for  your  return. 
Yet  there  is  time  for  you  to  take  a  slight  repast; 
and,  as  your  friend  and  physician,  I  hold  it  unfit 
you  should  fooe  the  water-breeze  with  an  emptf 
stomach." 

Roland  Gr»me  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  retnnit 
with  such  cheer  as  he  might,  to  the  place  where  his 
boat  was  moored  on  the  beach,  snd  resisted  all  offer 
of  refreshment,  although  the  Doctor  promised  that 
he  should  prelude  the  collation  wirii  a  gentle  appe- 
tizer—a decocnon  of  herbs,  gathered  and  distilled  by 
himself.  Indeed,  as  Roland  had  not  forgotten  the 
contents  of  his  morning  cup,  it  is  possible  that  the 
recollection  induced  him  to  stand  firm  in  his  refusal 
of  all  fopd^  to  which  such  an  unpalatable  preface  wae 
the  preliminary. ,  As  they  passed  towards  the  boat, 
(for  the  ceremonious  politeness  of  the  worthy  Cham- 
berlain would  not  permit  the  page  to  go  thither  with- 
out attendance,)  Bioland  Oreme,  amidst  a  group  who 
seemed  to  be  assembled  around  a  party  of  wandering 
musicians,  distinguishea,  as  he  thou^t.  the  diess  of 
Catherine  Seyton.  He  shook  himseLf  clear  from  hie 
attendant,  and  at  one  spring  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
crowd,  and  at  the  side  of  the  damsel.  "  Catherine," 
he  whispered,  "  is  it  well  for  you  to  be  still  here? — 
will  you  not  return  to  the  castle?" 

"To  the  devil  with  your  Catherines  and  vour 
castles !"  answered  the  maiden,  snappishly ;  "  have 
you  not  had  time  enough  already  to  get  nd  of  your 
follies  ?  Bc^ne !  I  desire  not  your  farther  company, 
and  there  will  be  danger  in  thrusting  it  upon  me." 

**  Nay— but  if  there  be  danger,  fairest  Catherine,** 
replied  Roland,  "  why  will  you  not  allow  me  to  stay 
and  share  it  with  you?** 

.  "Intruding fool,'*  sakl  the  maiden,  **the  danger  is 
all  on  thine  own  side— the  risk  is^in  plain  term&  that 
I  strike  thee  on  the  mouth  with  the  hilt  or  my 
dagger.**  So  saying,  she  turned  haughtily  from  him, 
and  moved  through  the  crowd,  who  gave  wavin  some 
astonishment  at  the  masculine  activity  with  wliidi 
she  forced  her  way  among  them. 

As  Roland,  though  much  irritated,  prepared  to 
follow,  he  was  grappled  on  the  other  side  bv  Doctor 
Luke  Lundin,  who  reminded  him  of  the  loaded  boat, 
of  the  two  wef^s,  or  s^als  v  ith  the  flag,  which  had 
been  made  from  the  tower,  of  the  danger  of  the  cold 
breeze  to  an  empty  stomach,  and  of  the  vanity  of 
spending  more  time  upon  coy  wenches  and  eomr 
plums.  Roland  was  thus,  in  a  manner  dragged  beck 
to  his  boat,  and  obliged  to  launch  her  fortfiupon  his 
return  to  Lochleven  XJaatla 

That  little  voyage  was  speedily  aooompliahed,  and 
the  page  was  greeted  at  the  landing-place  by  the 


■erew  uid  cauuc  welcome  of  old  Hn 


Chap.  XXUC] 


THE  ABBOT. 


young  Kallant,  you  are  come  at  last  after  a  delay  of 
six  hours,  and  after  two  Biennis  from  the  castle? 
But,  I  wnrrant,  some  idle  juriketinj^  had  occupied  you 
too  deeply  to  think  of  your  service  or  vour  dutv. 
Where  is  the  note  of  the  plate  and  housenold  stutf  7 
—Pray  Heiivcn  it  hath  not  heen  diminished  under 
ihe  sleeveless  cure  of  so  heedless  a  gadabout !" 

'*  Diminished  under  my  care,  StewanH"  retorted 
the  page  angrily ;  "  say  so  in  earnest,  and  by  Heaven 
your  gray  hair  shall  hardlyprotect  your  saucy  tongue?*' 

"  A  truce  with  your  swai^ering,  young  esquire," 
returned  the  steward ;  "  we  lirive  holts  and;  dungeons 
for  brawlcra  Go  to  my  lady,  and  swagger  before 
her,  if  thou  darest— she  will  give  thee  proper  cause  of 
offence,  fur  she  has  waited  for  thee  long  and  im- 
patiently." 

"  And  w^herc  then  is  the  Lady  of  Lochle>'en  ?"  said 
the  page ;  ''for  I  conceive  it  is  of  her  thou  speakest." 

*  Ay— K>f  whom  else?"  repliwl  Dryfesdale;  "or  who 
besides  the  Lady  of  Lochiwen  hath  a  right  to  com- 
mand in  this  castle?" 

"The  Lady  of  Lochlevcn  is  thy  mistress,"  said  Ro- 
land Grneme ;  "  hut  mine  is  the  Qu(vii  of  Scotland." 

The  steward  looked  at  him  (ixetlly  for  a  mbment 
with  an  air  in  which  suspicion  and  dislike  wero  ill 
concealed  by  an  atftHJtation  of  contenmt.  "The 
braaging  cock-chicken,"  he  said,  "will  betray  hi m- 
lelf  by  his  rash  crowing.  I  have  marked  thy  altered 
manner  in  the  chapel  uf  late— ay,  and  your  changing 
of  glances  at  mealtime  with  a  certain  idle  dampcl, 
who,  like  thyself.  laughs  at  ail  gravity  and  guo<iness. 
There  ia  something  about  you,  my  master,  which 
should  be  looked  to.  But,  if  you  would  know  whether 
the  Lady  of  Lochleven  or  that  othor  lady  hath  right 
to  command  thy  service,  thou  wilt  find  tiicm  together 
in  tlie  Lady  Mary's  ante-room." 

Roland  hastened  thither,  not  unwilling  to  escape 
from  the  ill-natured  penetration  of  the  old  man,  and 
snarvelhng  at  the  same  time  what  peculiarity  could 
have  occasioned  the  Lady  of  Lochleven's  b<;ing  in  the 
Queen's  apartment  at  this  time  of  the  afternoon,  so 
much  contrary  to  her  usual  wont.  His  acuteness  in- 
stantly penetrated  the  meaning.  *'  She  wishes,"  he 
concluded,  "  to  see  the  meeting  betwixt  the  Uucen 
and  me  on  my  return,  that  she  may  form  a  guess 
whether  there  is  any  private  intellignnce  or  under- 
standing betwixt  us— I  must  be  guarded." 

With  this  resolution  he  entered  the  parlour,  where 
the  Queen,  seated  in  her  chair,  with  the  Lady  Flem- 
ing leaning  upon  the  back  of  it,  had  already  kept  the 
Lady  of  Lochlevcn  standing  in  her  presence  for  the 
space  of  nearly  an  hour,  to  the  manifest  increase  of 
her  very  visible  bad  humour.  Roland  Gnemc,  on 
entering  the  apartment,  made  a  deep  obeisance  to  the 
Queen,  and  another  to  the  Lady,  and  then  stood  still 
as  if  to  await  their  further  question.  Speaking  al- 
most together,  the  Lady  Lochleven  said,  "  So,  young 
roan,  vou  are  returned  at  length?" 

Anu  then  stopped  indignantly  short,  while  the 
Queen  went  on  without  nsgarduig  her—"  Iloland,  you 
are  welcome  home  to  us— you  have  proved  the  true 
dove  and  not  the  raven— Yet  I  am  sure  I  could  have 
forgiven  you,  if,  once  dismissed  from  this  water  cir- 
cled ark  of  ours,  you  had  never  again  returned  to  us. 
I  triat  you  have  brought  back  an  olive  branch,  for  our 
kind  and  worthy  hostess  has  chafed  herself  much  on 
account  of  your  long  absence,  and  we  never  needed 
more  some  symbol  of  [>eace  and  reconciliation." 

"1  grieve  I  should  have  been  detained,  madam," 
answx'red  the  page ;  "  but  from  the  delay  of  the  person 
intrusted  with  the  matters  for  which  1  was  sent,  1  did 
not  receive  them  till  late  in  the  day." 

"  See  you  there  now."  said  the  Queen  to  the  Lady 
Lochleven ;  "  we  cotda  not  persua<le  you,  our  dean*st 
hostess,  that  your  household  goods  were  in  all  safe 
keeping  and  surety.  True  it  is,  that  we  can  excuse 
your  anxiety,  consiflering  that  these  august  apart- 
ments are  so  scantily  furnished,  that  we  have  not 
br«n  able  to  offer  you  even  the  relief  of  a  stool  during 
the  long  time  you  have  afforded  ua  the  pleasure  of 
your  society." 

"The  will,  madam,"  said  the  Lady,  "the  will  to 
off«*r  such  accommodation  was  more  wanting  than 
tbomcana." 


"  What !"  said  the  Queen,  looking  round,  and  af- 
fecting surprise,  "there  are  then  stools  in  this  apart- 
ment—one, two— no  less  than  four,  including  the 
broken  one— a  royal  garniture  I— We  observed  them 
not— will  it  please  your  ladyship  to  sit?" 

"  No,  madam,  I  will  soon  relieve  you  of  my  pre- 
sence," repUed  the  Lady  Lochleven  ;  "  and  wnile 
with  you,  my  aged  hmbs  can  still  belter  brook  fa- 
tigue, than  my  mind  stoop  to  accept  of  constrained 
courtesy." 

"Nay,  Lady  of  Lochleven,  if  you  take  it  so  deeply," 
said  the  Queen,  rising  and  motioning  to  her  own 
vacant  chair,  "I  would  rather  you  assumed  my  seat 
you  are  not  the  first  of  your  family  who  has  done  so." 

The  Lady  of  liOchleven  curtsied  a  negative,  but 
seemed  with  ii\uch  difliculty  to  suppress  the  angry 
answer  which  rose  to  her  lips. 

During  this  sharp  conversation,  the  page's  atten- 
tion had  been  almost  entirely  occupied  by  the  en- 
trance of  Catherine  Seyton,  who  came  from  the  inner 
apartment,  in  the  usual  dress  in  which  she  attencled 
upon  the  Queen,  and  with  nothing  in  her  manner 
which  marked  either  the  hurry  or  confusion  incident 
to  a  hasty  change  of  disguise,  or  the  conscious  fear  of 
detection  in  a  perilous  enterprise.  Roland  Grseme 
ventured  to  make  her  an  obeisance  as  she  enter. -<!, 
but  she  returned  it  with  an  air  of  the  utmost  indiffer- 
ence, which,  in  his  opinion,  was  extremely  incon- 
sistent with  the  circumstances  in  which  they  stood 
lowanls  each  other.— " Surely,"  he  thought,  "she 
cannot  in  reason  expect  to  bully  me  out  of  the  belief 
due  to  mine  own  eves,  as  she  tried  to  do  concerning 
the  apparition  in  the  hostelry  of  Saint  Michael's— I 
will  try  if  I  cannot  make  her  feci  that  this  will  be  but 
a  vain  task,  and  that  confidence  in  me  \a  the  wis^r 
ond  safer  course  to  pursue." 

These  thoughts  nad  naspcd  rapidly  through  his 
mind,  when  the  Queen,  having  finisht"d  her  alterca- 
tion with  the  Lady  of  the  castle,  again  addresse<l  him 
—"What  of  the  revels  of  Kinross,  Roland  Grsemel 
Methought  they  were  gay,  if  I  may  judge  from  soma 
faint  sounds  of  mirth  anadistant  music,  which  found 
their  way  so  far  as  these  grated  windows,  and  died 
wln^n  they  entere*!  them,  as  all  that  is  mirthful  must 
—But  thou  lookest  as  sad  as  if  thou  hadst  come  from 
a  convent irlc  of  the  Hujiuenots !" 

"And  HO  portThancc  he  hath,  madam,"  replied  the 
Lady  of  Lochlevin,  at  whom  this  side-shaft  was 
launched.  "I  trust,  amid  yonder  idle  foolori»»s,  there 
wanted  not  some  p^juring  forth  of  doctrine  to  a  l)etter 
purpose  than  that  vain  mirth,  which,  blazing  and 
vanishing  like  the  crackling  ol  dry  thorns,  leaves  to 
the  fools  who  love  it  nothing  hut  diist  and  ashes." 

"Mary  Fleming,"  said  the  Qiux^n,  turning  round 
and  drawiiijg  her  mantle  abt^it  her,  "  I  would  that  we 
had  the  chimnev-grate  supplied  with  a  faizot  or  two 
ol  these  same  thorns  which  the  Lady  of  Lochlevcn 
describes  so  well.  Methinks  the  damp  air  from  tha 
lake,  which  stagnates  in  these  vaulted  rooms,  ren 
ders  them  deadly  cold." 

"  Vour  Grace  8  pleasure  shall  be  ol>cyed,"  said  the 
Lady  of  Lochleven ;  "*  yet  may  I  presume  to  remind 
you  that  we  are  now  in  summer  ?" 

"J  thank  you  for  the  information,  my  good  lady," 
said  the  Queen;  "for  prisoners  better  learn  tlidr 
calendar  from  the  moutn  of  their  iailor,  than  from 
any  change  they  themselves  feci  in  the  seasons.  Once 
more,  Roland  Gni«me,  what  of  the  revels'?" 

"They  were  gav,  madam,"  said  the  page,  "hut  of 
the  usual  sort,  and  little  worth  your  Hignness's  ear." 

"  O,  you  know  not,"  said  the  Queen,  "  how  very 
indulgent  my  ear  has  become  to  all  that  speaks  of 
freedom  and  the  pleasures  of  the  free.  Methinks  1 
would  rather  have  seen  the  gay  villagers  dance  their 
ring  round  the  Maypole,  than  nave  witnessed  the  most 
stately  masques  within  the  precincts  of  a  palace.  The 
absence  of  stone-walls— the  sense  that  the  green  turt 
is  under  the  foot  which  may  tread  it  f^  and  un- 
restrained, is  worth  all  that  art  or  splendour  can  add 
to  more  courdy  revels." 

"  I  trust,"  said  the  Lady  Lochleven,  addressimc  th« 
page  in  her  turn,  "  there  were  amongst  these  folliec 
none  of  the  riots  or  disturbances  to  which  they  to 


naturally  leeul  ?" 
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RAUsd  gave  a  difthc  gbiice  to  Qit&eriiie  I 

IS  it  to  bespeak  her  atteotiMi,  as  iie  repUsd,-*  

nessed  no  ofienoe,  madam,  worthy  of  marking— iiune 
indeed  of  anv  kindly  saTe  that  a  bold  damsel  made  ber 
hand  somewnat  too  familiar  with  the  cheek  of  a  plav- 
er-raan,  and  ran  some  risk  of  being  ducked  in  the 
lake." 

'As  he  uttered  these  words  he  cast  a  hasty  glance  at 
Catherine ;  but  she  sustained,  with  the  utmost  serenity 
of  manner  and  countenance,  the  hint  which  he  had 
deemed  could  not  have  been  thrown  out  before  her 
without  exciting  some  fear  and  confiiiion. 

"  I  will  cumber  your  Ghrace  no  longer  with  my  pre- 
sence," said  the  Lady  Locbleven,  '^  unless  you  ha^e 
wiffht  to  command  roe." 

'^Naught,  our  good  hostess,"  answered  the  Queen, 
''unless  it  be  to  pray  vou,  that  on  another  occasion 
you  deem  it  not  neeoAu  to  postpone  your  better  em- 
pLoymeni  to  wait  so  long  upon  us.*' 

"^May  it  please  you,"  aooed  the  Lady  Lochleren, 
**to  command  this  your  gentleman  to  attend  us,  that 
I  may  receive  some  account  of  these  matters  which 
have  bec:i  icnt  hither  for  your  Grace's  use  7" 

*' Wt'  nmy  not  ivtawe  what  wu  are  pleased  to  r»- 
<|uirQ4  itiKduin/'  anaw^ed  the  Queen.  Go  with  the 
lady,  lIoEand,  if  aitr  cominands  be  indeed  necessary 
to  thy  tioujj^  tti.  We  will  hear  to-morrow  the  history 
of  [by  Kioro(i4  pWueui^iv.    For  this  night  we  dismiss 


hyni 

Hi^lnnd  Qt^9i>e  nrra  with  the  Lady  of  Lochleven, 
who  f.tiiiM]  not  to  uftk  him  many  questions  concerning 
vtihai  kail  pjiH«ed  fit  the  R^xirts,  to  which  he  rendered 
euck  QiigW4.'rf!  as  w^n^  int.it  hkely  to  lull  asleep  any 
suspicicmii  wlikh  she  mi^bi  entertain  of  his  disposition 
10  UivoiiT  Kliiiiin.  M:ir>',  tfiklng  especial  care  to  avoid 
nil  ^Miii^i  )f}  ta  rht^  (tppiiritton  of  Magdalen  Onsme, 
and  t}(  i ba  Abbot  A i ii b nini  us.  At  length,  after  under- 
going a  lonR  and  ^muwhat  close  examination;  he 
wt)s<lbrni4«?iMj  with  mdi  expressions,  as,  coming  nom 
Ltie  :„_:-!  .aJ  iiUjrii  Ludv  of  Lochleven,  might 
seem  to  express  a  degree  of  favour  and  countenance. 

His  first  care  was  to  obtain  some  refreshment^ 
which  was  more  cheerfully  afforded  him  by  a  good- 
natured  pantler  than  by  Dryfesdale,  who  was,  on  this 
occasion,  much  disposed  to  abide  by  the  fashion  of 
Pudding-bum  House,  where 

Tbejr  who  came  not  the  flrat  call, 
a«t  no  mora  mMt  till  the  out  mesl. 

When  Roland  Grame  had  finished  his  repast,  hav- 
ing his  dismissal  from  the  Queen  for  the  evening  and 
bemg  little  inclined  for  such  society  as  the  castle  af- 
fordcKi,  he  stole  into  the  garden,  in  which  he  had  per- 
mission lo  spend  his  leisure  time,  when  k  pleased  him. 
In  this  place,  the  ingenuity  of  the  contriver  and  dis- 
poser or  the  walks  had  exerted  itself  to  make  the 
most  of  little  space,  and  by  screeniu  both  of  stone 
ornamented  with  rude  sculpture,  and  hedges  of  living 
green,  had  endeavoured  to  give  as  much  intricacy  and 
variety  as  the  confined  limits  of  the  garden  would 
admit. 

Here  the  young  man  walked  sadly,  considering  the 
snrents  of  this  day,  snd  comparing  what  had  dropped 
from  the  Abbot  with  what  he  had  himself  noticed  of 
the  demeanour  of  George  DougUs.  "  It  must  be  fo," 
was  the  painful  but  inevitable  conclusion  at  which  he 
arrived.  "  It  must  be  by  his  aid  that  she  is  thus  ena- 
bled, like  a  phantom,  to  tramcwrt  herself  fix>m  place 
to  place,  and  to  appear  at  pleasure  on  the  mainland  or 
on  the  islet— It  must  be  so,"  he  repeated  once  more ; 
"with  him  she  hokls  a  close,  secret,  and  intimate  cor- 
respondence, altogether  inconsistent  with  the  eye  of 
favour  which  she  has  sometimes  cast  upon  me,  and 
destructive  to  the  hopes  which  she  must  nave  known 
ttiese  gUnces  ba^e  necessarily  inspired."  And  yet 
Ubr  love  will  hope  where  reason  despairs)  the  thought 
lushed  on  his  mind,  tha.  it  waa  possible  she  only  en- 
oouraged  Douglas's  passion  so  far  as  might  serve  her 
mistmsa^s  interest,  and  *iiat  she  waa  of  too  frank, 

eand  candid  a  nature^  to  hold  out  to  himself 
which  she  meant  not  to  fiilfiL  Lost  in  these 
lanous  eonjectuies,  he  seated  himself  upon  a  bank  of 
luri^  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  lake  on  the  one 
aide,  and  on  the  other  of  that  front  of  the  castle  along 
which  the  Queen's  apartmenu  were  situatad. 


Hie  SOB  had  n<m  for  Miina  thus  set,  and  the  twi- 
light of  May  was  rapidly  fadmg  into  a  serene  night. 
On  the  kke,  the  expanded  water  rose  snd  fell,  witk 
the  slightest  and  softest  influence  of  a  southera 
brssMi,  which  scarcely  dimpled  the  surface  over  whick 
it  passed.  In  the  distance  was  still  seen  the  dim  out- 
line of  the  island  of  Saint  SerC  onee  visited  by  many  • 
sandalled  pilgrim,  as  the  blessed  spot  trodden  by  « 
man  cff  God— -;iow  m«leeted  or  violated,  as  the  re- 
fogs  of  \tay  priests,  who  hsd  with  justice  been  com* 
pelled  to  give  plaos  to  the  sheep  and  the  heifersof  a 
protestant  baron. 

As  Roland  gaxed  on  the  dark  spedt  amkl  the  lighter 
blue  of  the  «ratera  which  surrounded  iL  the  mates  o# 
polsmical  discussibn  again  stretefaed  themselves  be- 
fore the  eye  of  his  mind.  Had  these  men  justly 
suffered  their  exile  ss  licentious  drones,  the  rooberSb 
at  onoe,  and  disgrace  of  the  bnsy  hive ;  or,  had  the 
hand  of  avarice  and  rapine  expelled  from  the  temple^ 
not  the  ribalds  who  polluted,  but  the  foithfiil  mieete 
who  served  the  shrine  m  honour  and  fidelity  1  The 
argumsnu  of  Henderson,  in  this  conteroplauve  hour, 
rose  with  double  fores  before  him,  and  couk)  ecaroelf 
be  parried  by  the  appeal  which  the  Abbot  AmbroMoa 
had  made  from  his  underaUnding  to  his  feeUngs,— an 
appeal  whuh  he  had  felt  more  forcibly  amki  the  bustle 
of  stirring  life,  than  now  when  his  reflections  were 
more  undisturbed.  It  required  an  efibrt  to  divert  hie 
mind  from  this  embarrassing  topic ;  and  he  found 
that  he  best  succeeded  by  tummg  his  eves  to  the  firont 
of  thn  trf^T.  -w-nTrMng  whrrr  s  twinkliTig  light  •tul 
strediuiU  froiu  tlic  c^liieineiit  of  Cathenna  Seyton'a 
apartment,  obsnincd  bv  tirajes  for  a  niunient  aa  the 
anndtvw  yf  the  fair  inhabuatit  T^xy^xi  h^twjxt  the  tsper 
and  I  he  window*  *  At  lerj^th  the  light  wus  removed  or 
eatinfliii»hi?ti,  ami  that  object  of  sjieculaiiim  was  alse 
withdmwn  fr&tn  the  eyca  of  the  nictiifiitive  lovea 
DftTu  I  confew  the  fact,  without  imitnni^hiacharactel 
for  ever  a  s  a  h  tTt*  of  romance  "J  'Uu-^^  cv«8  graduallr 
became  heavy ;  speculative  doubis  oo  tlie  subject  of 
relLKioua  rotiifOVfjrsii^H  aiifl  onAious  m^ii lectures  con* 
cernin^:  the  eLsie  of  his  misirefis'ft  aHt'rtti.»ns,b^ani© 
confiiSKdly  hIendetJ  Together  iti  hU  mti^nigs;  the  la- 
tig^  ird  of  a  busy  day  prevailed  iJVfT  ihu  harassing 
suJ>ji'CMi«  of  cctniempfaiion  wiueh  oc^cupi^-d  his  mindt 
aii'i  liM  I'll  II  fait  afilocp. 

So  u  n  J  J  H I  f  e  b  i  s  almnbers^  unt  il  they  were  soddenlw 
disjieliid  by  the  iron  totigw*  of  t^e  cattle  bell,  which 
seiit  ii»  deep  cttid  Anllen  Bound  a  wide  over  the  bosoBS 
of  the  lake,  and  awakitwd  the  echoes  of  Bennar^« 
tht'  hill  whieh  d^wM^iKi*  steepiv  tm  m  amithem  bank. 
Rtiland  Ptartsd  up.  for  this  befl  was  alwuya  tolled  et 
ten  o  dock,  as  iJic:  signal  for.lockirig  tlu}  ■  astle  gatssi, 
and  placinB  the  k(?ya  under  lbs  ebafK*^  f)f  the  seii»- 
schfil ^  1:1  e  thcrr >f ore  hasiaoied  to  (lie  w i c ket  by  which 
the  wardiMi  cmninunieBted  wflh  ths  buHchiig,  and  had 
th'j  inEjj-tificiitlorj,  jus!  as  he  rt-Jiched  it,  to  hear  the 
bc^li  k:avv  tta  sheath  with  a  dbcotidatit  crash,  and  enter 
th^  ^  I  ( I  ]f  I  ( ■  *£  r  1  ii  1 V 1"  f I  f  the  d  oor-Iifi  teU 

'^Hnld,  hill!"  crk^  the  yage^  ''and  let  me  in  «!• 
you  lodt  the  wicket."  . 

The  voice  of  Dryfesdale  replied  from  within,  m  Yam 
usual  tone  of  imbittered  sullenness,  "The  hour  is  past, 
faff  mastsTT-you  like  not  the  inside  of  these  walls— 
even  make  it  a  complete  hoUdav,  and  spend  the  night 
as  wellssthedayoutofbounda."  ,  . 
.  "Open  the  door,"  exclaimed  the  indignant  ptge^ 
"or  by  Saint  Giles  I  will  make  thy  gold  chain  amok* 
for  it  f* 

"  Make  no  alarm  here,"  retorted  the  impenetrable 
Dryfesdale,  "  but  keep  thy  sinfril  oatha  and  silly  threats 
for  those  that  regard  them— I  do  mine  office,  and  carry 


the  keys  to  the  seneschal.— Adieu,  my  young  mas- 
r  1  the  cool  night  air  will  advaiuage  your  hot  blood." 
The  steward  was  right  in  what  he  said ;  for  thn 


oooUng  breeie  was  veiy  necessary  to  appeam  tha 
feveriah  fit  of  anger  which  Roland  expenencod,  nor 
did  the  reipedy  succeed  for  some  time.  At  length,  af> 
ter  some  hasty  turns  made  through  the  garden,  ex- 
hausting his  passion  in  vain  vows  of  ven^eanoe^ 
Roland  Gneme  began  to  be  Bensibie  that  his  situatioa 
ought  rather  to  beneld  as  matter  of  laughter  than  of 
senous  resentment.  To  one  bred  a  qportsmsn.  a  night 
spent  in  the  openj^lyul^in  jt  liit!e^A"^«*»oflN  •" 


CmAr,:tSXi' 


TtBBt  I^MBOft, 


the  poor  mafioe  of  the  gtevrvrd  seeniM  more  wortfav 
of  his  contempt  than  his  wngn.  **  I  would  to  God,'' 
he  mid,  "  that  the  grim  old  roan  may^  always  have 
contented  himself  with  such  sportiye  revenge.  He 
often  looks  as  he  were  capable  of  doing  us  a  darker 
torn."  Returning,  therefore,  to  the  turf-seat  which  he 
hsd.formerly  occupied,  and  which  was  partially  shel- 
tered by  a  trim  fence  of  ffreen  hollVj  he  drew  his 
mantle  around  him,  stretcned  himseu  at  length  on 
the  verdant  settle,  and  endeavoured  to  resume  that 
■leep  which  the  castle  bell  had  interrupted  to  so  little 
purpose. 

Sleep,  like  other  earthlj  blessings,  is  nimrd  of  its 
favours  when  most  courted.  The  more  Roland  in- 
voked her  aid,  the  further  she  fled  from  his  eye-lids. 
He  had  been  completely  awakened,  first,  by  the  sounds 
of  the  bell,  and  then  by  his  own  aroused  vivacity  of 
temf^r.and  he  found  it  difficult  again  to  compose 
ymselr  to  slumber.  At  length,  when  his  mind  was 
wearied  out  with  a  ma«e  of  unpleasing  meditation,  he 
succeeded  in  coaxing  himself  into  a  broken  repose. 
This  was  again  dispelled  by  the  voicesof  two  persons 
who  were  walking  in  the  nirden,  the  sound  of  whose 
conversation,  after  mingung  for  some  time  in  the 
page's  dreams^t  length  succeeded  in  awaking  him 
thoroughly.  He  raised  himself  from  his  reclining 
posture  in  the  utmost  astonishment,  which  the  cir- 
cumstance of  hearing  two  persons  at  that  late  hour 
conversins  on  the  outside  of  the  watchfully  guarded 
Castle  of  Lochloven,  was  so  well  calculated  to  excite. 
His  first  thought  was  of  supernatural  beings:  his 
next,  upon  some  attempt  on  the  part  of  Queen  raary's 
friends  and  followers ;  his  last  was,  that  George  of 
Douglas,  possessed  of  the  keys,  and  having  the  means 
of  ingress  and  egress  at  pleasure,  was  availing  himself 
of  his  office  to  hold  a  rendezvous  with  Catherine  Sex- 
ton in  the  castle  garden.  He  was  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  by  the  tone  of  the  voice,  which  asked  in  a  low 
whiq>er,  ^*  Whether  all  was  ready  7' 
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fo  some  breosti  pauioa  liM  eoneeal'd  and  tUeat, 
Like  war's  awart powder  in  a  ciutle  Tanit, 
Until  oecaiion,  like  the  Itnatoek,  lighu  it: 
ThtM  cornea  at  onoe  the  liffhtniuK  and  the  thoadar. 
And  distant  eclioea  tail  that  all  i*  rant  aaunder. 

Old  Flat, 

Roland  Ga«m,  avaiKnff  himself  of  a  breach  in 
the  holly  screen,  and  of  tne  assistance  of  the  full 
mooiL  which  was  now  arisen,  had  a  perfect  opportu- 
ni^r,  himself  unobserved,  to  reconnoitre  the.  persons 
au  the  motions  of  those  by  whom  his  rest  had  been 
tbn  unexpectedly  diaturbed:  and  his  observations 
confirmed  his  jealous  apprehensions.  They  stood 
together  in  close  and  earnest  conversation  within  four 
jrards  of  the  place  of  his  retreat,  and  he  could 
easily  recognise  the  tall  form  and  deep  voice  of  Doa- 
^ast  and  the  no  less  remarkable  drees  and  tone  of 
the  page  at  the  hostelry  of  Saint  Michael's. 

**  1  have  been  at  the  door  of  the  pagers  apartment," 
•aid  Dou^as,  "  but  he  is  not  there,  or  he  will  not  an- 
swer. It  IS  fiMt  bolted  on  the  inside,  as  is  the  custom, 
and  we  cannot  pass  through  it— and  what  )xm  silence 
may  bode  I  know  not." 

^ou  have  trusted  him  too  far,"  saki  the  other;  '*  a 
feather-headed  coxcomb,  upon  whose  changeable 
mind  and  hot  brain  theie  is  no  making  an  abiding 
impression." 

*It  was  not  I  Mrho  was  willing  to  trust  him,"  said 
Donglas:  "  but  I  waa  assured  he  would  prove  friendly 
vrhen  called  upon^for"^— Here  he  spoke  so  k>w  that 
Roland  lost  the  tenor  of  his  words,  which  was  the 
more  provoking  as  he  was  fiilly  aware  that  he  was 
himself  the  subject  of  their  oonversation. 

**  rfay^"  replied  the  stranger,  more  aloud^  '*I  have 
on  my  side  put  him  off  with  fair  words,  which  make 
foobi  fain-<but  now,  if  yon  distrust  him  a^  the  push, 
d«al  with  him  with  yoinr  dagger,  and  so  make  open 


waaw." 
Thst  were  too  rash."  said  Dougjaa;  "and,  be- 
■des,  as  I  told  you,  the  door  of  Ms  apartment  is  shut 
•ad  bolted.    I  will  essay  again  to  waken  him." 

'9neme  instantly  compiebeuieci  that  the  ladies, 


iiaving  be«i  tonMbow  made  AwsM  of  his  being  in  dM 
garden,  had  secured  the  door  of  the  outer  room  in 
whiah  he  usually  slg^t,  aa  a  sort  of  sentinel  upon  that 
only  access  to  the  Queen's  apartments.  But  then, 
how  came  Catherine  £heyton  to  be  abroad,  if  the 
Q«een  and  the  other  lady  were  still  within  their  cham- 
bers, and  the  access  to  them  locked  and  bolted  ?— *'  I 
will  be  instantly  at  the  bottom  of  these  mysteries" 
he  said,  "and  then  thank  Mrs.  Catherine,  u  this  be 
really  she,  for  the  kind  use  which  she  exhorted  l>oi^ 
glae  to  make  of  his  dagger— they  seek  me,  as  I  ooni« 
prehend,  and  they  shatlnot  seek  me  in  vain." 

Douglas  had  by  this  time  re-entered  the  castle  by 
the  wicKetj  which  was  now  open.  The  stranger  stobd 
alone  in  the  garden  walk,  his  arms  folded  on  hi» 
breast,  and  his  eyes  cast  impatiently  up  to  the  moon, 
as  if  accusing  her  of  betraying  him  by  the  magnifi- 
cence of  her  lustre.  In  a  moment  Roland  Orame 
stood  before  him— "A  goodly  night,"  he  sakl,  ^Mra. 
Catherine,  for  a  youn^^  lady  to  stray  forth  in  disguss, 
and  to  meet  with  men  m  an  orchard !" 

"  Hush !"  said  the  stranger  page,  "  hush,  ;hon  fool- 
ish patch,  and  tell  us  in  a  word  if  thou  art  fhend 
or  foe." 

"  How  should  I  be  friend  to  one  who  deceives  me 
by  fair  words,  and  who  would  have  Douglas  deal  with 
me  with  his  poniard  7"  replied  Roland. 

"The  fiend  receives  George  of  Dou^as  and  thee 
too,  thou  bom  madcbp  and  sworn  marplot  1"  said  the 
other :  "  we  shall  be  discovered,  and  then  death  is  the 
word." 

"Catherine,"  sakl  the  page,  "yon  have  dealt 
falsely  and  cruelly  with  me,  and  the  moment  of  ex- 
planation is  now  come— neither  it  nor  you  shall  ee- 
cape  m&" 

'*  Madman  t"  said  the  stranger,  "I  am  neither  Kate 
nor  Catherine- the  moon  shines  bright  enough  surely 
to  know  the  hart  from  the  hind." 

"That  shift  shall  not  serve  you,  fair  mistreasi" 
sakl  the  page,  laying  hold  on  the  lap  of  the  stranger i 
cloak ;  "  this  time,  at  least,  I  will  know  with  whom  I 
deal.'* 

"  Unhand  me,"  said  she,  endeavouring  to  extricate 
herself  fitnn  his  grasp;  and  in  a  tone  where  anger 
seemed  to  contend  with  a  desire  to  laugh,  "  use  yon  so 
little  discretion  towards  a  daughter  oTSeyton?" 

But  as  Roland,  encouraged  perhaps  by  ner  risibility 
to  suppoee  his  violence  was  not  unparaonably  offen- 
nve,  kept  hold  on  her  mantle,  she  said,  in  a  steroer 
tone  of  unmixed  resentment,—"  Madman,  let  me  go  I 
—there  is  life  and  death  in  this  moment— I  would  not 
willingly  hurt  thecL  and  yet  beware  1" 

As  she  spoke  she  made  a  sudden  effort  to  eecape. 
and  in  doing  so,  a  pistol,  which  she  carried  in  her  hand 
or  about  her  person,  went  off. 

This  warlike  sound  instantly  awakened  the  well- 
warded  castle.    The  warder  blew  his  horn,  and  I 
to  toll  the  castle  bell,  crying  out  at  the  sai 
"Pie,  treason!  treason!  cry  all!  cry  all  I" 

The  apparition  of  Catherine  Seyton,  which  the  page* 
had  let  loose  in  the  first  moment  of  astonishinent, 
vanished  in  darknees,  but  the  plash  of  oars  was  heard, 
and  in  a  second  or  two,  five  or  six  harquebuseeaand  a 
falconet  were  fired  from  the  battlements  of  the  castle 
successively,  as  if  levelled  at  some  object  on  tho 
water.  Confounded  with  these  incidents,  no  way  for 
Catherine's  protection  (supposing  her  to  be  in  fhe  boat 
which  he  had  heard  put  nom  the  shore)  occurrsd  to' 
Roland,  save  to  have  recourse  to  Gleorge  of  DongtaSb 
He  hastened  for  this  puroose  towards  the  apu-tment 
of  the  QueeiL  whence  he  heard  bud  voices  and  much 
tramplinff  of  feet  When  he  entered,  he  found  him- 
self  added  to  a  confused  and  astonished  group,  which* 
assembled  in  that  apartment,  stood  gaxing  uporkesdi 
other*  At  the  upper  end  of  the  room  stooa  the  ween, 
equipped  as  for  a  journey,  and  attended  not  only  by 
the  Lady  Fleming,  but  by  theomniprssent  Catherine 
Sejrton,  dressed  in  the  habit  of  her  own  sex, 'and  bear- 
ing in  her  hand  the  casket  in  which  Mary  kept  audi 
jewels  as  she  had  been  permitted  to  retain.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  hall  was  the  Lady  of  Lochleveo, 
hastily  dresssd,  as  one  startled  fbom  slumber  by  the 
sudden  alarm,  and  surrounded  by  domeetios,  eomi 
bearing  toroheei  othere  holding  naked  eworda,  nai^ 
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t4a%  pUfoUl  or  Mieh  otiier  w«ajMii«  a*  tbejr  had 
owi^t  vt*  in  ilii«  h^^ry  of  ft  nigh  I  siarjii.  Betwixt 
Umm  twd  piirtuB  BtiKid  ChfofBii  of  Doui^Iiib,  hii  ar^nB 
fctmrni  ott  hm  bnt^n^t,  liu  cyti  Imnt  r>n  iho  Kr^und,  like 
a  cHinmDt  who  knawv  tuji  bow  lo  iJiTty>  yet  con- 
timiM  uHwiiMiM  ut  »¥0«yf  lIu<  guilt  m  v^hi^ia  be  has 

of  Douf^iifh"  m\d  the  Lady,  of 


^HWaki  nuil  clear  tbc  Korrid  auapicu)!! 
„_  iplf  m  ihif  n«m»,  «iiy,/A  D^iualas  waa 
tmtm  mmmm  to  hi*  im»[,  an  J  1  nin  u  Oouglaa.* 
Hiifr  mm,  my  d*An4(  at^n.  And  it  la  nil  J  ti^  thee  to 
9KY  to  cU'Df  iby  naiiit\  irv«i]  under  «<uc.1i  t)  f«jEil  charge. 
Say  Lf  wnH  but  the  wjk  ofthcwd  Biilmppy  wumen,  and 
tliM  l^ipw  l>r,iy^  whir  b  |iLnt(fid  an  tiBCQ.pa  tut  fatal  to 
SrH/U»od— K»  tWiroettvt?  ia  ihir  father**  houae." 

*^Umiam/'  aiud  old  I>ryl>«da[c  th«  itowurd,  "thia 
much  cid  I  Bijy  fi>r  this  Rilly  pHW*,  tlmi  hn  c**«Ud  not  be 


nrv  la  sinlsn'kmK  thw  dmjta,  jujus!  I  ui/aelf  tbia 
nighl  [Mjlfnl  bill  out  uC  (hc^  c(iPtti\  WlnKver  limned 
thiit  iii^lttince:^',  lUc  J  ad's  thmrv  in  it  mvuiji  to  have 
Lrncn  vtnciM/' 

*'Thou  It^'Hli  Dryf*»dal«,"  wmd  tbn  I*ady,  "and 
%ou|di*t  ilinjw  thu  blame  on  thv^  mn^tor^ii  houae,  to 
aav»  tb«  woftblcBi  Ufa  of  a  immy  Uiy." 

*'Hja  dcalb  wffw  motv  drnmNt^  Ui  tiiir  than  his 
lifi\'^  aiiBWfrcd  tJm lUnwnrdi  wjJIi^iIyi  "" but  the  truth 
ia  t]w  ifuUi/'  ,  . 

At  U  w*  words  nnn^Snr!  ftif'^rri  h^s  h en H,  drew  Up 
hia  figure  to  its  full  height,  and  apoke  boldly  and  se- 
dately, as  one  whose  resolution  was  taken.  "  Let  no 
lifis  be  endangered  for  me.    I  alone" 

"Douglaa,"  said  the  Queen,  interrupting  him,  "art 
thou  mad  7    Speak  not,  I  charge  you.^' 

"Madam,"  he  replied,  bowing  with  the  deepeat 
reapect,  "gladly  would  I  obev  your  commands,  but 
thty  must  nave  a  victim,  and  let  it  be  the  true  one- 
Yea,  madam/'  he  continued,  addressing  the  Lady  of 
Locnleven,  "I  alone  am  guilty  in  tbia  matter.  Ifthe 
word  of  a  Douglaa  baa  yet  any  weight  with  you,  be- 
lieve me  that  this  boy  is  innocent ;  and  on  your  con- 
science I  charge  you,  do  him  no  wrong :  nor  let  the 
Queen  aufier  hardship  for  embracing, the  opportunity 
of  freedom  which  sincere  loyalty— which  a  sentiment 
yet  deeper— offered  to  her  acceptance.  Yes!  1  had 
planned  the  escape  of  the  most  beautiful,  the  most 

gtrsecuted  of  women :  and  far  from  regretting  that  I, 
r  a  while,  deceived  the  malice  of  her  enemies  I  glory 
in  it,  and  am  most  willing  to  yield  up  life  itself  in  her 

"  Now,  may  Qod  have  compassion  on  my  age, 
said  the  Lady  of  Lochleven,  "  and  enable  me  to  bear 
tbia  load  of  affliction  !  O  Princess,  born  in  a  luckless 
hour,  when  will  you  ceaae  to  be  the  instrument  of  se- 
duction and  of  ruin  to  all  who  approach  you !  O  an- 
cient houae  of  Lochleven,  famed  so  long  for  birth  and 
honour,  evil  was  the  hour  which  brought  the  deceiver 
imder  thy  roof  1" 

"  Say  not  ao.  madam,"  replied  her  grandaon ;  "  the 
old  honours  of  the  Douglas  line  will  be  outshone, 
when  one  of  its  descendants  dies  for  the  most  injured 
of  qusens— for  the  most  lovely  of  women." 

"Douglaa,"  aaid  the  Queen,  " must  I  at  this  mo- 
ment—ay, even  at  ihia  moment,  when  I  may  loae  a 
fiuthful  aubject  for  ever,  chide  thee  for  forgetting  what 
is  due  to  me  as  thy  Queen  7" 

"  Wretched  boy,^'  saki  the  diatmcif^d  Lady  of  Loch- 
leven, "haat  thou  fallen  eve  n  iJma  fax  mto  the*r»ure 
of  thia  Moabidah  woman  t-bn^t  tlio»j  bdrrired  riiy 
name,  thy  allegiance,  thy  knigluk  nuLii,  iliy  duEy  to 
Uiy  parents,  thy  country  ara^i  iliy  Goil.  for  »  feigned 
tear,  or  a  ak^Iy  smile,  from  |m.<i  wbicb  flauf^n^l  ihe 
infirm  FVancis— lured  to  cJt?nt]i  the  iduoi  D«iiil(?y— 
Mad  luscious  poetry  ^tui  the  »kiition  ChaaitlDi^- 
mingied  in  th^  laya  of  love  which  w^rt'  loing  by  the 
beggar  Riizk>— and  which  wcrr*  y>\Tw4  in  itiinirr.  to 
thoae  of  the  foul  and  licentious  Bothwell  ]" 

"Bla^eroe  not,  madam!"  sakl  Douglaa;— "nor 
yuo,  fair  Queen,  and  virtuous  as  fair,  chide  at  this 

Soment  the  presumptkm  of  thy  vassal !  Think  not 
at  the  mere  devotk>n  of  a  aubject  could  have  moved 
■le  to  the  part  1  have  been  performing.  Wdl  you 
ieserve  that  each  of  your  heges  should  die  for  you ; 
sot  I  bavs  done  mors— have  done  that  to  whidi  love 


alone  c^uM  compel  a  Dowdas  I.  have  dissembiad. 
F^crt^wvll  then.  Queen  of  aU  hearts,  and  Empress  of 
thot  of  Douglai  J— When  you  are  freed  from  this  viio 
biifidflffp— ttB  frettl  you  shall  be,  if  juatice  remains  in 
Hi^avtin— and  when  vou  load  with  honours  and  titles 
tbf  hfljjpy  mnn  wiio  shall  deliver  you,  cast  one  thought 
01  '  :  'art  would  have  despised  every  re- 
w  your  hand— cast  one  thought  on  hia 

fi<  Hie  tear  on  hia  grave."   Aiid  throw- 

ing iuijt^rt'ii  hi  lier  fiMt,  he  aeued  her  hand,  and 
prrfiN^J  it  to  bi«  Ljps. 

'  Tbifl  h*(ijTv  my  face  r*  exclaimed  the  Lady  of 
L<hIi]«v^-i«— "  iA  ill  thou  court  thy  adulterous  paramour 
bdcirt^  tUc  eyrs  of  a  parent  ?— Tear  them  asunder,  and 
pi,i  hiT.|  M»?.ff  r  -irict  ward!  Seize  biro,  upon  your 
li'.  -J  ':  til's  uoJud.  aeeing  that  her  attendants  looked 
on  each  other  with  hesitation. 

"They  are  doubtful."  aakl  Maiy.  "Save  thyael^ 
Douglaa,  I  command  thee !" 

He  started  up  from  the  floor,  and  only  exclaiming^ 
"My  life  or  death  are  yours,  and  at  your  disposal !" — 
drew  his  sword,  and  broke  through  thoae  who  stood 
betwixt  him  and  the  door.  The  enthusiasm  of  hia 
onset  was  too  sudden  and  too  lively  to  have  been 
resicted  by  anv  thing  short  of  the  most  decided  op* 
ppsition ;  ana  as  he  was  both  loved  and  feared  by 
his  father's  vaaaala,  none  of  them  would  offer  him 
any  actual  injury. 

The  Lady  of'^  Lochleven  stood  astonished  at  hia 
sudden  escape— "Ami  surrounded,"  she  said,  "by 
traitors  1  Upon  him,  villaina  I— pursue,  stab,  cut  him 
down  !** 

"  He  cannot  leave  the  island,  madam,"  said  Dry- 
fesdale.  interfering;  "1  have  the  key  of  the  boat- 
chain." 

But  two  or  three  voices  of  those  who  pursued  from 
curiosity,  or  command  of  their  mistreaa,  exclaimed 
from  below,  that  he  had  cast  himself  into  the  lake. 

"  Brave  Douglas  still !"  exclaimed  the  Queen—"  O,  . 
true  and  noble  tieart,  that  prefers  death  to  imprison- 
ment I" 

"  Fire  upon  him !"  said  the  Lady  of  Lochleven ;  "  ii 
there  be  here  a  true  servant  of  nis  father,  let  him 
shoot  the  runagate  dead,  and  let  the  lake  cover  our 
shame!" 

The  report  of  a  gun  or  two  was  heard,  but  they 
were  probably  shot  rather  to  obey-  the  Lady,  than 
with  any  purpose  of  hitting  the  mark ;  and  Randal 
immediately  entering,  said,  that  Master  George  had 
been  taken  up  by  a  boat  from  the  castle,  which  lay  al 
a  little  distance. 

"  Man  a  barge,  and  pursue  them !"  said  the  Lady. 

"It  were  auite  vain,"  aaid  Randal:  "bv  thia  tiroo 
they  are  half  way  to  shore,  and  a  doud  has  coma 
over  the  moon." 

"  And  haa  the  traitor  then  escaped  7"  said  the  Lady, 
pressing  her  hands  against  her  forehead  with  a  ge»» 
ture  of  despair ;  "  the  honour  of  our  houae  ia  for  ever 
gone,  and  all  will  be  deemed  accomplices  in  this  baaa 
treachery  I" 

"  Lady  of  Lochleven,"  said  Mary,  advancing  to- 
wards her,  "  you  have  this  night  cut  off  niy  fairest 
hopes— You  have  turned  my  expected  freedom  into 
bondage  and  dashed  away  the  cup  of  joy  in  the  veiT 
instant  I  was  advancing  it  to  my  lips— and  yet  I  feu 
for  your  sorrow  the  pity  that  you  deny  to  mine— Gladly 
would  I  comfort  you  if  I  mig^  (  but  as  I  may  not,  I 
would  at  least  part  from  you  m  charity." 

"Away,  proud  woman!"  said  the  Lady;  "who 
ever  knew  so  well  as  thou  to  deal  thedeepest  wounds 
under  the  pretence  of  kindness  and  courtesy  7— Who, 
since  the  great  traitor,  could  ever  so  betray  with  a 
kiss  ?" 

."Lady  Douglas  of  Lochleven,"  said  the  Queen, 
"  in  this  moment  thou  canst  not  offend  me— no^  not 
even  by.  thy  coarse  and  imwomanly  language,  heU 
to  me  in  the  presence  of  menials  and  armed  re- 
tainers. I  have  this  night  owed  so  much  to  one 
member  of  the  house  of  Lochlevei^  ss  to  cancel 
whatever  ita  mistress  can  do  or  aay  m  the  wildnesa 
of  her  paasion." 

"We  are  boonden  to  yoo,  Princess,"  said  Ladv 
Lochleven,  putting  a  atrong  constraint  on  hersdUL 
and  pasaing  fiom  her  tone  of  vMrienea  to  that  of 
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bitter  ironf ;  "our  poor  boose  hath  been  bht  BeMom 
graced  with  royal  smilea^  and  w3I  hardly,  with  my 
dioice,  excnange  their  rough  honesty  for  such  court- 
Honour  as  Maij  of  Scotland  has  now  to  bestow." 

**  They,"  repfied  Mary,  *'  who  know  so  well  how  to 
Cake,  may  think  themseives  excused  from  the  obliga- 
tion impUed  in  receiving.  And  that  I  have  now  Uttle 
to  offer,  is  the  fault  of  the  Dou^asses  and  their  allies." 

*•  Pear  nothing,  madam,"  replied  the  Ladyof  Loch- 
leven  in  the  same  bitter  tone,  "  you  retain  an  exche- 
quer which  neither  your  own  prodigality  can  drain, 
nor  your  offended  country  deprive  you  of  While  you 
hare  fair  words  and  delusive  smiles  at  command,  you 
need  no  other  bribes  to  lure  youth  to  folly." 

The  Queen  oast  a  not  ungratif^ed  glance  on  a  large 
mirror,  which,  hanging  on  one  side  of  the  apartment, 
•ad  illuminated  by  the  torch-light,  reflected  her  b«au- 
tifol  face  and  person.  "Our  hostess  grows  complai- 
sant," ^e  said,  "my  Fleming;  we  had  not  thought 
that  grief  and  captivity  had  left  us  so  well  stored  with 
that  sort  of  wealth  which  ladies  prize  most  dearlv." 

"Your  Grace  will  drive  this  severe  woman  fran- 
tic," said  Fleming,  in  a  low  tone.  "On  my  knees  I 
implore  you  to  remember  she  is  already  dreadfully 
offended,  and  that  we  are  in  her  power." 

"I  will  not  spare  her,  Fleming,"  answered  the 
itneen ;  "  it  is  agains'.  my  nature.  She  returned  my 
lionest  syqapathy  with  insult  and  abuse,  and  I  will 
gall  her  in  return— If  her  words  are  too  blunt  for 
tnswer,  let  her  use  her  poniard  if  she  dare !" 

"The  Ladv  Lochleven,"  said  the  Ladv  Fleming 
%loud,  "would  surely  do  well  now  to  withdraw,  and 
to  leave  her  Grace  to  repose." 

"Ay,"  replied  the  Lady,  "or  to  leave  her  Grace,  and 
her  Grace's  minions,  to  tnink  what  silly  fly  they  may 
next  wrap  their  meshes  about.  My  eldest  son  is  a 
widower— were  he  not  more  worthv  the  flattering 
Bopes  with  which  you  have  seduced  his  brother  7— 
IVue,  the  yoke  of  marriage  has  been  already  thrice  fit- 
ted on— but  the  church  of  Rome  calls  it  a  sacrament, 
and  its  votaries  may  deem  it  one  in  which  they  can- 
not loo  often  participate." 

"  And  the  votaries  of  the  church  of  Gteneva,"  re- 

Siied  Mary,  colouring  with  indignation,  "as  they 
eem  mamage  no  sacrament,  are  said  at  times  to 
dispense  with  the  holy  ceremony."— Then,  as  if 
afraid  of  the  consequences  of  this  home  allusion  to 
the  errors  of  Lady  Lochleveu's  early  lifSe,  the  Queen 
added,  "  Come,  my  Fleminz,  we  grace  her  too  much 
by  this  altercation;  we  will  to  our  sleeping  apart- 
ment. If  she  would  disturb  us  asain  to-night,  she 
must  cause  the  door  to  be  forced."  So  saying,  she 
retired  to  her  bedroom,  followed  by  her  two  women. 
Lady  Lochleven.  stunned  as  it  were  bv  this  last  sar- 
casm, and  not  the  less  deeply  incensed  that  she  had 
drawn  it  upon  herself;  remained  like  a  statue  on  the 
spot  which  she  had  occupied  when  she  received  an 
aiffiront  so  flagrant.  Dryfeedale  and  Randal  endea- 
voured to  rouse  her  to  recollection  by  9uestions. 

"  What  is  your  honourable  Ladyship's  pleasure  in 
the  premises  7" 

"  Shall  we  not  double  the  sentinels,  and  place  one 
upon  the  boats  and  another  in  the  garden  7"  said 
Randal. 

"  Would  you  that  despatches  were  sent  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam at  Edinburgh,  to  acquaint  him  with  what  has 
Happened  7"  demanded  Dryfesdale :  "  and  ought  not 
the  place  of  Kinross  to  be  alarmed,  lest  there  be  force 
upon  the  shores  of  the  lake  7" 

"  Do  all  as  thou  wilt,"  said  the  Lady,  collecting 
herself,  and  about  Co  depart  "Thou  hast  the  name 
of  a  good  soldier,  Dryfesdale,  take  all  precautions. 
—Sacred  Heaven  I  that  I  should  be  thus  openly  in- 
sulted !" 

"  Would  it  be  your  pleasure,"  said  Dryfesdale,  hesi- 
tating^ "  that  this  person— this  lady— be  more  severely 
restrained  7" 

"No,  vassal!"  answered  the  Lady,  indignandy, 
my  revenge  stoops  not  to  so  low  a  gratification.  But 
I  will  have  more  worthy  vengeance,  or  the  tomb  of 
my  ancestors  shall  cover  my  shame !" 

"  And  you  shall  have  it,  madam,"  replied  Dryfes- 
dale—" Ere  two  suns  go  down,  you  shall  term  your- 
■rif  amply  revenged." 


The  Lady  made  no  answer-perhaps  did  not  hear 
his  words,  as  she  presently  leA  the  apartment  t^ 
the  command  of  Dryfesdale,  the  rest  of  the  attena- 
ants  were  dismissed,  some  to  do  the  duty  of  guard, 
others  to  their  repose.  The  steward  himself  re- 
mained  after  they  had  all  departed;  and  Roland 
Grseme,  who  was  alone  in  the  apartment,  was  sur- 
prised to  see  the  old  soldier  advance  towards  him 
with  an  air  of  greater  cordiality  than  he  had  ever 
before  assumed  to  him,  but  which  sat  ill  on  his 
scowling  features. 

J*  Youth,"  he  said.  "  I  have  done  thee  some  wrong 
—it  is  thine  own  fault  for  thy  behaviour  hath  seemed 
as  light  to  me  as  the  feather  thou  wcarest  in  thy  hat ; 
and  surely  thv  fantastic  apparel,  and  idle  humour  of 
mirth  and  folly,  have  made  me  construe  thee  some- 
thing harshly.  But  I  saw  this  night  from  my  case- 
ment, (as  I  looked  out  to  see  how  thou  hadst  disposed 
of  ihvselfin  the  garden,)  I  saw,  I  say,  the  true  efforts 
which  thou  didst  make  to  detain  tne  companion  of 
the  perffdv  of  him  who  is  no  longer  worthy  to  be 
called  by  bis  father's  name,  but  must  be  cut  off  from 
his  house  like  a  rotten  branch.  I  was  just  al>out  to 
come  to  thy  assistance  when  the  pistol  went  off;  and 
the  warder  (a  false  knave,  whom  I  suspect  to  be 
bribed  for  the  nonce)  saw  himself  forced  to  give  the 
alarm,  which,  perchance,  till  then  he  had  wilfully 
withheld.  To  atone,  therefore,  for  my  injustice  to- 
wards you,  I  would  willingly  render  vou  a  courtesy,  if 
you  would  accept  of  it  from  my  handa" 

"May  I  first  crave  to  know  what  it  is 7"  replied 
the  page. 

"  Simply  to  carry  the  news  of  this  discovery  to 
Holyrood,  where  thou  mayst  do  thyself  much  grace, 
as  well  with  the  Earl  of  Morton  and  the  Regent 
himself,  as  with  Sir  William  Douglas,  seeing  thou 
hast  seen  the  matter  from  end  to  end,  and  heme 
faithful  part  therein.  The  making  thine  own  fortune 
will  be  thus  lodged  in  thine  own  nand,  when  I  trust 
thou  wilt  estrange  thyself  from  foolish  vaniues,  and 
learn  to  walk  in  this  world  as  one  who  thinks  upon 
the  next." 

"Sir  Steward,"  said  Roland  Ghiseme,  "I  diank  yon 
for  your  courtesy,  but  I  may  not  do  your  errand.  I 
pass  that  I  am  the  Queen's  sworn  servant,  and  may 
not  be  of  counsel  against  her.  But,  setting  this  apart, 
methinks  it  were  a  bad  road  to  Sir  William  of  Loch- 
leven's  favour,  to  be  the  first  to  tell  him  of  his  son's 
defection— neither  would  the  Regent  be  over  well 
pleased  to  hear  the  infidelity  of  his  vassal,  nor  Mor- 
ton to  learn  the  falsehood  of  his  kinsman." 

"Um !"  said  the  steward,  making  that  inarticulate 
sound  which  expresses  surprise  mingled  with  dis- 
pleasure. "Nay,  then,  even  fly  where  ye  list;  for, 
giddy-pated  as  ye  may  be,  you  know  how  to  bear  yon 
m  the  world." 

"  I  will  show  you  my  system  is  less  selfish  than  ye 
think  for,"  said  the  page ;  "  for  I  hold  truth  and  mirth 
to  be  better  than  gravity  and  cunning— ay,  and  in  the 
end  to  be  a  match  for  thent— You  never  loved  ma 
lessi  Sir  Steward,  than  you  do  at  this  moment  f  * 
know  you  will  give  me  no  real  confidence,  and  I  am 
resolved  to  accept  no  false  protestations  as  current 
coin.  Resume  your  old  course— suspect  me  as  much 
and  watch  me  as  closely  as  you  will,  I  bid  you  defi- 
ance—you  have  met  with  your  match." 

"  By  Heaven,  young  man,"  said  the  Steward,  with 
4  look  of  bitter  malignity,  "  if  thou  darest  to  attempt 
any  treachery  towards  the  House  of  Lochleven,  thy 
head  shall  blacken  in  the  sun  from  the  warder's  ttir- 
rel!" 

"  He  cannot  commit  treachery  who  refuses  trust." 
sakl  the  page ;  "  and  for  ray  head,  it  stands  as  securely    ^ 
on  mine  own  shoulders,  as  on  any  tuiret  that  ever 
mason  built" 

"Farewell,  thou  prating  and  speckled  pie,"  said 
Dryfesdale,  "  that  art  so  vain  of  thine  idle  tongue 
and  variegated  coat !    Beware  trap  and  lime-twig." 

"  And  fare  thee  well,  thou  hoarse  old  raven.'''^an- 
swered  the  page;  "  thy  solemn  ,flight^  sable.hue,  and 
deep  croak,  are  no  charms  against  bird-boit  or  hail 
shot,  and  that  thou  mayst  find— It  is  open  war  be- 
twixt ui^  each  for  the  cause  of  our  mistress,  and  God 
show  the  right  t"       ^<^n,.^^>.y  ^^^^^.^ 
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"  Amen,  and  defend  hii  own  people/'  laid  the  itew- 
ard.  *'  I  will  let  my  niistresB  know  what  addition  thou 
hast  xnide  to  this  inett  of  traitort.  Good  night,  Mon- 
sieur Fcathcrpate  " 

"Good  iiijzht,  Seignior  So^'erpby,"  replied  the 
page:  and,  wh6n  tlie  old  man  departed,  he  betook 
niniself  to  rest. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Poisoned— ill  fare  i-dead,  forsook,  cast  off! 

King  jBhn. 

HowEVEB  weary  Roland  Gnrme  might  be  of  the 
Gastle  of  Ix»chleven— however  much  lie  might  wish 
that  the  plan  for  Mary's  escape  had  been  perieclMl,  I 

auestion  if  he  ever  awoke  with  more  pleasing  feelings 
ban  on  the  morning  after  Gerjrge  Douglas's  phm 
for  accomplishing  her  dcliveran<%  had  been  frus- 
trated. In  the  f.rst  place,  he  had  the  clearest  con- 
viction that  he  had  misunderst(K>d  the  imiendo  of 
the  Abbot,  and  that  the  atfections  of  Douglas  were 
fixcd^  not  on  Catherine  Seylon,  but  on  the  Queen ; 
and  in  the  second  place,  from  the  sort  of  explanation 
which  had  taken  place  betwixt  the  steward  and  him, 
he  felt  himself  at  liberty,  without  any  breach  of  ho- 
nour towards  the  family  of  Lochlevcn,  to  contribute 
hit  best  aid  to  any  S(.*heme  which  should  in  future  be 
formed  for  the  Uueen's  escape :  and,  indep<:nd(i)tlyof 
the  good-will  which  he  himself  had  to  the  enterprise, 
be  knew  he  could  find  no  surer  road  to  the  favour  of 
Catherine  Seyton.  He  now  sought  hut  an  opjKir- 
tunity  to  inform  her  that  he  had  dt  dicated  himself  to 
this  task,  and  fortime  was  pmpitiousin  affoniing  him 
one  whicli  was  unusually  favourahle. 

At  tile  ordinar>'.hour  of  breakfast,  it  was  introduced 
by  the  s^ieward  with  his  usual  forinf>^  who,  as  soon  as 
it  was  placed  on  the  board  in  the  inner  apartment, 
sslIc  to  Roland  Grucme,  with  a  glance  of  sarcastic 
import,  "'I  leave  you,  my  young  sir,  ludo  the  office  of 
Bewer— it  has  been  too  long  rtndertil  to  the  Lady 
Marv  by  one  belonging  to  the  liouse  of  Douglas." 

"  Were  it  the  prime  and  principal  who  ever  bore 
the  nanie,"  said  Roland,  *'  the  otBce  were  an  honour 
to  him." 

The  stewanl  departed  without  replying  to  this 
bravade,  oihcrwii^e  than  by  a  dark  look  of  scorn. 
Gnrme,  thus  left  alone,  busied  himsLlf  as  one  en- 
gaged in  a  labour  of  love,  to  iinitatfs  as  well  as  he 
could,  the  grace  and  couriesv  with  which  Gtorge 
of  Douglas  was  wont  to  render  his  ceremonial  s«;r- 
vice  at  meals  to  the  Queen  of  Scotland.  There  was 
more  than  youthful  vanity— there  was  a  gi?neroup 
devotion  in  the  ftn^ling  with  which  he  took  up  the 
task,  asi  a  lirave  soldier  as&umes  the  place  of  a  conf- 
rade  who  has  fallen  in  the  front  of  battle.  **I  am 
now."  he  said,  **  tluir  only  champion;  and,  come 
weal,  come  wo.  I  will  be  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and 

B»wer,  us  faithful,  as  trustworthy,  as  brave,  as  any 
ouglafl  of  them  all  could  have  ken." 

At  this  moment  Catherine  Seyton  entered  alone, 
contrary  to  her  custom }  and  not  k-ss  contrary  to  her 
custom,  she  entered  with  her  kerchief  at  her  eyes. 
Roland  Gramme  approached  her  with  beating  heart 
and  with  downcai^t  eyes,  and  asked  her  in  a  low  and 
hesitating  voice,  whether  the  Queen  were  well  ? 

"Can  you  sunpose  it?"  said  Catherine;  "think  you 
her  ht.art  and  Kidy  are  framed  of  steel  and  iron,  to 
endure  the  cruel  disappointment  of  yestt.r  even,  and 
the  ini'amous  taunts  of  yonder  puritanic  hag  ?— Would 
to  GikI  that  I  were  a  man,  to  aid  her  moreent*ctually  1" 

"  If  those  who  carry  pistols  and  batoons,  and  pon- 
iards," said  the  page,  "ar^  not  men,  they  are  at  least 
Amazons ;  and  that  is  as  formidable." 

*'  Vou  ore  welcome  to  the  rtash  of  your  wit,  sir," 
KpIiciJ  the  damsel;  "I  am  neither  in  spirits  to  enjoy, 
or  to  rei^ly  to  it." 

"  Well,  theiij"  said  the  page,  "list  to  me  in  all  serious 
truth.  And,  hrst,  li  t  me  say,  thai  the  gear  last  nisht 
had  iM.'en  siiuxytlicr,  had  you  taken  me  into  your  coun- 
■els." 

"And  *>  w(»  meant;  but  who  could  have  guessetl 
Uiat  Master  Page  should  choose  to  pass  all  night  in 
iht  ^ard^-n,  like  fionie  moon-siricWen  WuiftUt  iu  a 


Spaniah  romance— mstead  of  being  in  his  bedroom, 
when  Douglas  came  to  hold  oommunication  nith 
him  on  our  project  1"  * 

"  And  why,^  said  the  pw,  "  defer  to  so  laie  a 
moment,  so  important  a  conndencel" 

"  Because  your  communications  with  Heniir^nfon, 
and — with  pardon — the  natural  impetuosity  ami  f,c- 
klenesaof  your  disposition,  made  ue  dread  U)  intrust 
you  with  a  secret  of  such  consequence,  till  the  ia»i 
moment  7" 

"  And  why  at  the  last  moment  7"  said  the  p^sjn, 
offended  at  inis  frank  avowal ;  "why  at  thai,  it  any 
other  moment,  since  1  had  the  misfortune  to  incur  w 
much  suspicion  ?" 

"  Nay— now  you  are  angr\'  again,*^  said  f 'athfrin*; 
"and  to  stne  you  aright  1  snoidd  break  oti' '.his  i:iliL; 
but  I  will  be  magnanimoiiH,  and  answer  yuur  i,-iii>:!nn. 
Know,  then,  our  reascm  for  trusting  you  was  iw-'fili 
In  the  first  place,  we  could  scarcv  avoid  it,  ^ir.cv  ym 
slept  in  the  room  through  w  hich  wc  had  lu  pass.  la 
thi'  gecon<I  place" 

"  Nay,"  said  the  page,  "  you  may  dispen^*  vijh  a 
second  reason,  when  the  first  makes  your  i^nf^trncc 
in  me  a  case  of  necef  «iiy." 

"  Groo<l  now,  hold  thy  peace,"  said  Caibcrim.  "la 
the  second  place,  as  I  said  before,  there  is  i^f\f  ('"tl^h 
perscm  among  us.  who  believes  that  Roland  On  nir « 
heart  is  warm,  though  his  head  is  giddy— that  his 
blood  is  pure,  though  it  boils  too  hastily— nml  iliai 
his  faith  and  honour  are  true  as  the  lo«d.«iar.  i}ioL);b 
his  tongue  sometimes  is  far  less  than  di^e^•.l  r. " 

This  avowal  Catherine  nt^aic-d  iu  a  li>\%  torr.  with 
her  eyes  fixed  on  the  floor,  as  if  f>he  Fhunimi  ti:e 
glance  <if  Roland  while  she  suifen-d  it  toesi'.^j-e  her 
lips— "An<l  I  his  single  friemi,"  exclaimeii  thr  jHuii.a 
rapture ;  "  this  only  one  who  would  do  Just.er  to  ilie 
IMHir  Roland  Gra?me,  and  whose  own  gtm-m  :ii:«:ii: 
tauifht  her  t<i  distinguish  between  follies  of  ihv  brain 
and  faults  of  the  heart— Will  you  not  t«ll  tne,  c^-arrtt 
Catlu  rine,  to  whom  I  owe  my  most  grateful,  my  nK»«i 
heartfelt  thanks?" 

"Nay,"  faid  Catherine,  with  her  eyes  ftill  fixed  on 
the  ground,  " if  voiir  own  luart  tell  you  not"* 

"Dearest  Catherine!"  said  the  page,  stizinz  1400 
her  hand,  and  kiieelinizon  one  kne-e. 

'•  If  your  own  heart,  I  i-ay,  fell  you  not,"  said  <  '.irhc- 
rine,  gi  ntly  dist  ngaging  her  hand,  "  it  is  ver>'  unL-mte- 
fill ;  for  Kince  tlie  maternal  kindness  of  itic  i»ij 
Fleming" 

The  page  starte'd  on  his  feet.  "By  Heaven,  Ca'he- 
rine,  yt>ur  tongue  wears  as  many  disiruist  *  .??  ii.ar 
person  !  Rut  you  only  mock  me,  cruel  girl.  Vnii  kiiov 
the  Lady  Fleming  has  no  more  regard  for  nnyoiA 
than  hath  the  forlorn  princess  who  is  wrought  into 
yonder  pii-ce  of  old  iigure-d  court  lapf-siry." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  Catherine  Seyton,  "  but  yen 
should  not  si^^ak  so  loud." 

"Pshaw!  answered  the  page,  but  at  the  Mine 
time  lowering  his  voice,  "she  earcs  for  no  onr  ki 
herself  and  the  Queen.  And  you  know.  lK>.i:t«. 
there  is  no  one  of  you  whose  iiT)iniun  I  vaiut.  il"I 
have  not  your  own.  No— not  that  of  Quet.n  Jlery 
herself." 

"  The  more  shame  for  you,  if  it  be  so,"  said  Caihfr 
rine,  with  great  composure*. 

"  Nay,  hut  fair  Catherine,"  said  the  psge.  "  w!; 
will  vo'ii'thus  damp  my  ardour,  when  I  am  r!*  loijrj 
mvself,  body  and  soul,  to  the  cause  of  your  ni>:r»  >? : ' 

^'  It  is  because  in  doing  so,"  said  Caihirini..  "  joa 
debase  a  cause  so  noble,  by  naming  uloni;  with  c 
any  lower  or  more  se-lfish  motive.  lJeli»  venie,"  j-b^ 
said,  with  kindling  eyes,  and  while  the  bh^' id  iiinn'ii: 
on  ner  chtek,  "  tney  think  vilely  and  fal««.l..  m:  »-- 
men— 1  mean  of  those  who  deserve  the  narit— »w 
deem  that  they  love  the  gratification  of  th*ir  \r?.y. 
or  the  mean  purpose  of  engrossing  a  lovi  r  :*  ;.  :;';:ra- 
tion  and  alFection,  better  than  they  lovc  the  \j'W 
and  honour  of  the  mtin  they  may  be  bnnmr  i  to  tt** 
fer.  He  that  serxes  his  religion,  ni.s  pr.r.  e.  .-.;..:  ii* 
country,  with  ardour  and  drvolion.  ivwl  r.i't  j  "tc  i  i"* 
cau:«e  with  the  commonplace  rant  of  roiiw.ri:!  i^hr 

Ision— the  woman  whom  he  honours  wjtii  I.-  .■  >. 
becomes  his  debtor,  and  hvr  comiupondmg  atltctw* 
is  engaged  to  repay  his  glorious  toiL" 
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"Too  hold  a  fflorioas  pmefbr  mch  toiV  mid  the 
foiith,  bending  hi8  eves  on  hn  with  ciithniiiasni. 

"  Only  a  heart  wLich  knows  how  lo  vahie  it,"  said 
Catherine.  "  He  that  should  free  this  injured  Princess 
from  these  dungeons  and  set  her  at  libcrf  y  amonp  htr 
loyal  and  warlike  nobles,  whose  hearts  are  burning 
to  welcome  her— where  is  the  niaidt>n  in  i:Jcotlaiid 
whom  the  love  of  such  n  hero  would  not  honour, 
were  she  sprung  from  the  blood  ri>yal  of  the  land,  and 
he  the  oflVnring  of  the  poorest  cottager  that  ever  held 
a  plough  !'^ 

I  am  determined,"  said  Roland,  "  to  take  the  ad- 
rentuH".  Tell  me  first,  however,  fair  Catherine,  and 
speak  it  as  if  you  were  confessing  to  the  priest — 
this  poor  Queen,  I  know  she  is  unhappy— but,  Cathe- 
rine, do  you  hold  her  innocent?  Sne  is  accused  of 
murder. 

*'  Do  I  hold  the  lamb  guilty,  because  it  is  assailed 
by  the  wolfT*  answered  Catherine;  "do  I  hf)ld  yon- 
der sun  polluted,  because  an  earth-damp  sullies  his 
ben  ma? 

Th*^  page  sighed  and  looked  down.  "  Would  my 
conviction  were  as  divp  bh  thine!  But  one  thing  is 
clear,  thfit  in  this  captivity  she  hath  wrong— She  ren- 
dered her.s».lf  up  on  a  caniiulaiion,  and  the  terms  have 
betn  nifuscd  her— I  will  embrace  her  quarrel  lo  the 
death!" 

"  Will  yon— will  you  indeed  T'  said  Catherine,  tak- 
ing his  hand  in  her  turn.  "O  be  but  firm  in  mind,  as 
thou  art  bold  in  il«^  and  ouiek  in  n'solution ;  keep 
but  thy  iili;;hted  faith,  and  after  ages  shall  iionour 
thee  as  the  saviour  of  Scotland  !" 

*'  But  when  I  have  toiled  sucressfully  to  win  that 
[iCnh,  Honour,  thou  wilt  not,  my  (.■atficrine,"  said 
the  p^g'•,  "condenm  me  to  a  new  term  of  service  for 
that  Rachel.  Love?" 

"Of  that,*'  siiid  Catherine,  aeain  extricating  her 
band  from  hia  srasp,  "we  shall  have  lull  time  to 
speak :  but  Honour  is  the  elder  sister,  and  must  be 
won  the  first." 

"  I  may  not  win  her."  answered  «he  page;  "but  I 
will  venture  fairly  for  her,  an«i  man  ran  do  no  more. 
And  know,  fair  Cfatherine,— for  you  f-liall  see  the  very 
secret  thouglitof  my  heart,— that  not  Honour  only— 
not  only  that  other  and  fairer  sister,  whom  you  frown 
on  me  for  so  much  as  mentioning— but  the  stern 
commands  of  duty  also,  compel  me  to  aid  the  Queen's 
deliverance." 

"  Indeed !"  said  Catherine ;  "  you  were  wont  to  have 
doubts  on  that  matter." 

"  Ay,  but  her  life  was  not  then  threatened,"  replied 
Roland. 

"  And  is  it  now  more  endangered  than  heretofore  ?" 
a!«ked  Catherine  Seyton^  in  anxious  terror. 

"  Be  not  alarmed."  said  the  page;  "but  you  heard 
the  terms  on  which  your  royal  mistress  parted  with 
the  Lady  of  Lochleven  7" 

"Too  well— but  too  well,"  said  Catherine;  "alas! 
Uiat  she  cannot  rule  her  princely  resentment,  and 
refrain  from  encounters  like  these! 

"  That  hath  passed  between  thrm,"  said  Roland, 
**  for  whi^'h  woman  never  fonrives  woman.  I  saw  the 
Lafly's  brow  turn  pale,  and  tben  black,  when,  before 
all  the  mcnzie.  and  in  her  moment  of  power,  the 
Queen  humbb^n  her  to  the  dust  by  taxing  her  with  her 
shame.  And  I  heard  the  oath  of  deadly  resentment 
and  revenge  which  she  mutU'red  in  the  ear  of  one, 
who  by  his  answer  will.  I  judge,  l)o  but  too  ready  an 
executioner  of  her  will." 

"  Yo'.i  terrify  me,"  said  Catherine. 

"  Do  not  so  take  it— call  up  the  masculine  part  of 
yonr  spirit— we  will  counteract  and  defeat  her  plans, 
DC  thf;y  dang'-rous  as  thev  may.  Why  do  you  look 
up<m  tiif  thus^  and  weepi" 

•'Alas  I'  said  Cathenne,  "because  you  stand  there 
bef  )re  nu-  a  living  and  breathing  man,  in  all  the  ad- 
venturous alow  and  enterprise  of  youth,  yet  still  pos- 
se.ssini;  the  frolic  spirits  of  child  hood— there  you 
stand,  full  alike  of  generous  enterprise  and  childish 
recklcf-iit  as;  and  if  to-day,  to-morrow,  or  some  such 
bri^'f  Hiiac(\  vou  lie  a  mangl«\i  and  liftjjess  corpse  upon 
the  ll  'or  of*  iheHc  hateful  dungeons,  who  but  Catlic-  | 
rine  Si-yton  will  be  the  cause  of  your  brave  and  gay  i 
career  beiii"  *»»-okcn  short  as  you  start  from  the  goal?  j 


I  Alas!  she  whomyouhavechoaen  to  twinoyourwreathi 
I  may  too  probably  have  to  work  your  shroud !" 

"  And  be  it  so,  Catherine,"  said  the  pajce,  in  the  full 
I  glow  of  youthful  enthusiasm ;  "  and  do  thuu  work  my 
I  shroud!  and  if  thou  grace  it  with  such  ttars  as  fall 
.  now  at  the  thought,  it  will  honour  my  rL-mains  more 
!  than  an  earPs  mantle  would  my  li\ing  body.  But 
I  shame  on  this  faintness  of  heart!  the  linit  craves  a 
firmer  mood-  i»e  a  woman,  Catherine,  or  ralhcr  be  a 
man— thou  catist  be  a  man  if  thou  wilt." 

Catherine driwl  her  tears,  and  endeavoured  lo  smile- 

"Y'ou  must  not  ask  nw,"  she  said,  "about  that 
which  80  much  disturbs  your  mind ;  you  shall  know 
all  in  time— nay,  you  should  know  all  now,  but  that 
Hush  ?  here  comes  the  Queen." 

Mary  entered  from  hLTai)artm*"nt,  paler  than  usual, 
and  apparently  exhausted  by  a  skiplcss  niu'hl,  and  by 
the  painful  thought.s  which  had  ill  siij<plii.-d  the  place 
of  reiMjse ;  yet  the  languor  of  her  looks  was  so  far 
froni  impairing  her  beauty,  that  ilonly  sub.'-tilulKl  the 
frail  delicacy  of  the  lovely  woman  for  the  majestic 
grace  of  the  Queen.  Contrary  to  her  wont,  lier  toi- 
lette had  been  very  hastily  despatched,  and  her  hiiir, 
which  was  usually  dresseri  by  Lady  Fleming  with 
great  care.  eseai)mg  from  beneath  the  head-tire, 
which  had  bevn  hastily  adjusted,  fell,  in  long  and 
luxuriant  tresses  of  Nature's  own  curling,  over  a  neck 
and  bosom  which  were  somewhat  less  carefully  veiled 
than  usual. 

As  she  stepped  over  the  threshold  of  her  apartment, 
Catherine,  hastily  drying  her  tears,  ran  to  meet  her 
r>yal  mistre.Hs,  nud  having  first  kn«-*«led  at  her  fi^t, 
and  kissed  her  hand,  instantly  rose,  and  placin;;  her- 
sell[  on  the  other  side  of  the  Qiie(>n,  seemed  anxious  to 
divide  with  the  Lady  Fleming  the  honour  of  support 
iiig  and  a.ssisting  htr.  The  page,  on  his  part,  ad- 
vanre<l  an<l  put  in  order  the  chair  of  state,  wiiirh  she 
usually  occupied,  and  having  placed  the  cushion  and 
footstool  for  her  accommodation,  stepped  back,  and 
stood  ready  for  service  in  the  place  usuallv  occupied 
by  his  patlecessor,  the  voung  Senes<hal.  Mury'a 
eye  rested  an  instant  on  him,  and  could  not  but  re- 
mark the  chanjze  of  i>ersons.  Hers  was  not  the 
female  heart  which  could  refuse  compassion,  at  least, 
lo  a  gallant  youth  who  had  siiffen'fl  in  her  cause, 
although  he  iiail  Invn  guidi'd  in  hi.-*  enterjiii^e  by  a  too 
presumptuous  pa.«sion ;  and  the  words  "  Poor  Dou- 
glas!" esi-aiN^d  from  her  lips,  perbnps  unconsciously, 
as  she  leant  herself  back  in  her  chair,  and  put  the  ker- 
chief to  her  ryes. 

"Yes.  gracious  madam,"  said  Catherine,  assuming 
a  cheerful  manner,  in  order  to  cheer  her  sovereign, 
"our  gallont  kniiiht  is  ind««i  banishj-d— the  adven- 
ture was  not  reserved  for  him ;  but  be  has  left  behind 
him  a  youthful  Es^iiiire,  os  much  <levoted  to  your 
Grace's  service,  and  who,  by  mc,  makes  you  tender 
of  his  hand  and  sword." 

"If  they  may  in  aught  avail  your  Oracc."  said  Ro- 
land Cinrme,  bowing  profourully. 

V  Alas !"  said  the  Queen,  "  what  needs  this,  Cathe- 
rne?— whv  prepare  new  victims  to  be  involved  in, 
and  ovcrwhelmrtl  by,  my  cruel  fortune?— were  we  not 
betur  cease  to  stmgirle,  and  ourselves  sink  in  the  tide 
without  further  resistance*,  than  thus  drag  into  de- 
struction with  us  every  geni-rous  heart  which  makes 
an  effort  in  our  favour?— I  have  had  but  too  much  of 
plot  and  intrigue  around  me,  since  I  ^\asstR'tched  an 
on>hrin  chiNl  in  my  ver>'  cradle,  while  contending 
nobles  strove  v^hicn  should  rule  in  the  name  of  the 
unctfns<:ious  inn«)cent.  Surely  time  it  were  that  all  thia 
busy  and  most  dansreruus  coil  should  end.  Let  me  . 
call  my  prison  a  convent,  and  my  seclusion  a  volun- 
tnr>'  sequestration  of  myself  from  the  world  and  ita 
wavs!" 

"  Speak  not  thuai,  madam,  l>eforc  your  faithfid  aei- 
vanls,"  said  Catherine^  "  to  discourage  their  zeal  at 
once,  and  to  bn^ak  their  hearts.  Daughter  of  king& 
be  not  in  this  hour  so  unkindly— Come,  Roland,  and 
let  us,  the  youngest  of  her  followers,  show  ourselves 
worthy  of  her  cause— let  us  kne».'l  before  her  footstool, 
and  implore  her  to  1m«  her  own  inaflnanimoiis  :«elf." 
And  leading  Roland  Ormme  to  th<'Quei'n's.«»eat,  they 
both  kneeled  down  In'fore  her.  Mary  raised  hersiMl 
in  her  chair,  and  sat  erect,  while,  exteriding  one  hand 
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to  be  kisflod  by  the  pon^,  she  amfiffed  with  the  other 
the  clustenng  locks  Which  shadej^  toe  bold  yet  lovely 
brow  of  the  nigh-spirited  Cathcnne. 

**  Alas !  ma  mignont^^*  she  said,  for  so  in  fondness 
the  often  called  her  young  attendant,  "that  yo« 
should  thus  desperately  mix  with  my  unhappv  fate 
the  fortune  of  your  young  lives!— Are  they  not  a  lovely 
couple,  my  Fleming  7  and  is  it  not  hesirt-rending  to 
think  thiit  I  must  be  their  ruin  7" 

"Not  so,"  said  Roland  Graeme,  **h  is  we,  gracioos 
Sovereign,  who  will  be  your  delhrerers." 

"  Ex  oiibus  partulorum  f '  said  theQ,ueen  looking 
upward ;  **  if  ii  is  by  the  mouth  of  these  children  thai 
Heaven  calls  me  to  resume  the  stately  thoughts 
which  become  my  birth  and  my  rights,  thou  wilt 
grant  them  thy  protection,  and  to  me  the  power  of 
rewarding  ihcir  7.eol!"— Then  turning  to  Fleming, 
she  instantly  added,—"  Thou  knowest,  my  friena, 
whether  lo  make  those  who  have  served  me  happy, 
was  not  ever  Mnry's  favourite  pastime.  When  I 
have  been  rebuked  by  the  stem  preachers  of  the  Cal- 
vinistic  heresy— when  I  have  seen  the  fierce  counte- 
nances of  my  nobles  averted  from  me,  has  it  not  been 
because  I  mixed  in  the  harmless  pleasures  of  the 
yojmg  and  gay,  and  rather  for  the  sake  of  their  hap- 
piness than  my  own,  have  mingled  in  the  mask,  the 
song,  or  the  dance,  with  the  youth  of  my  household  ? 
Weir  1  repent  not  of  it— though  Knox  termed  it  sin, 
and  Morton  degradation— I  was  hapi)y,  because  1  saw 
happiness  around  me ;  and  wo  betide  the  wretched 
jealousy  that  can  extract  guilt  out  of  the  overflowings 
of  an  unguarded  gave ty !— Fleming,  if  we  are  restored 
to  our  throne,  shall  we  not  have  one  blithesome  day 
at  a  blithesome  bridal  of  which  we  must  now  name 
neither  the  bride  nor  the  bridegroom  7  but  that  bride- 
groom shall  have  the  barony  oi  Blairgowrie,  a  fair  gift 
even  for  a  Queen  to  give,  and  that  bride  s  chaplet 
shall  be  twined  with  the  fairest  pearls  that  ever  were 
found  in  the  depths  of  Lochlomond ;  and  thou  thy- 
self, Mary  Fleming,  the  best  dresser  of  tires  that 
ever  busked  the  tresses  of  a  Q,ueen,  and  who  would 
scorn  to  touch  those  of  any  woman  of  lower  rank,— 
thou  thyself  shak  for  my  love,  twine  them  into  the 
bride's  tresses.— Look,  my  Fleming,  suppose  them 
such  clustered  locks  as  those  of  our  Catherine,  they 
would  not  put  shame  upon  thy  skill." 

So  saying,  she  passed  her  hand  fondly  over  the  head 
of  her  youthful  lavounte,  while  her  more  aged  at- 
tendant replied  despondently,  "Alas!  madam,  your 
tboiights  stray  far  from  home." 

"  They  do.  my  Fleming,"  said  the  Queen :  "  but  is 
it  well  or  kind  in  you  to  call  them  back7— Grod 
,  knows,  they  have  kept  the  perch  this  night  but  top 
closely— Coma  I  will  recaU  the  gay  vision,  were  it 
but  to  punish  them.  Yes,  at  that  blithesome  bridab 
Mary  herself  shall  forget  the  weight  of  sorrows,  and 
the  toil  of  state,  and  herself  once  more  lead  a  measure. 
—At  whose  w&^ding  was  it  that  we  last  danced,  my 
Fleming?  I  think  care  has  troubled  my  memoir— 
yet  something  of  it  I  should  remembei^-canst  inou 
not  aid  me?— I  know  thou  canst." 

"  Alas !  madam."  replied  the  lady 

"What!"  said  Mary,  "wilt  thou  not  heb  us  so 
far?,  this  is  a  peevish  adherence  to  thine  own  graver 
opinion,  which  hokls  our  talk  as  folly.  But  thou  art 
coiirt-bredf  and  wilt  well  understand  me  when  I  say, 
the  Queen  commands  Ladv  Fleming  to  tell  her 
where  she  led  the  last  branle?* 

With  a  face  dcadlv  pale,  and  a  mien  as  if  she  were 
about  to  sink  into  the  earth,  the  eotirt-bred  dame,  no 
longer  daring  to  refuse  obedience,  falfered  otlt— "  ura- 
ciotis  Lady— if  my  memory  err  not— it  was  at  a  mask 
'n  Holyrood— at  tne  mamage  of  Sebastian." 

The  vnhappv  Queen,  who  had  hitherto  hstened 
with  A  melancholy  smile,  provoked  by  the  reluctance 
with  which  the  Lady  Fleming  brought  out  her  atory, 
at  this  ill-fated  word  interrupted  her  with  a  shriek  so 
wild  and  loud  that  the  vaulted  apartment  ranj^  and 
both  Roland  ard  Catherine  sprung  to  their  feet  m  the 
utmost  terror  nnd  alarm.  Mean  lime,  Mary  seemed, 
by  the  train  of  horrible  ideas  thus  suddenly  excited,  | 
surprised  not  only  beyond  self-command,  but  for  the  | 
moment  beyond  the  verge  of  reason.  j 

"  Traitress  !*'  she  siudio  the  Lady  Fleming,  "  thou 


wDtddst  diy  thr  ■of^ttjm  -CaB  m  French  gnarda 
— d  moit  ^  moil  mm  /ranoaw/— I  am  besM  witb 
traitors  in  mine  own  palace— they  have  murdered  my 
husband- Rescue !  rescue  I  Ibr  the  Queen  of  Sco^ 
land !"  She  started  up  irom  hercfaair— her  Joaturoa, 
late  so  ezQuisitely  lovely  in  their  paWeae,  now  in- 
flamed with  the  fury  of  frenzy,  and  reaembhng  thosa 
ofaBellona.  "  We  will  take  the  fieki  ourselv*  she 
said }  "  warn  the  citv^wam  Lothian  and  Fife  aad- 
dle  onr  Spanish  barb — and  bid  fVench  Paris  see  our 

Eetronel  be  charged  I— Better  to  die  at  the  head  of  our 
rave  Scotsmen,  like  our  grandfather  at  Fk>dden, 
than  of  a  broken  heart,  like  our  ill-starred  father !" 

"Be  patient— be  composed,  dearest  Sovereign!" 
said  Catherine  i  and  then  adareasing  Lady  Fleming; 
angrily,  she  added,  "How  could  you  say  aught  that 
reminded  her  of  her  husband  7" 

The  word  reached  the  ear  of  the  unhappy  Princess, 
who  caught  it  up,  speaking  with  great  rapidity. 
"  Husband  I— vrhat  husband  7— Not  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty— he  is  ill  at  ease— he  cannot  mount  on 
horaebaok.  Not  him  of  the  Lennox— but  it  was  the 
Duke  of  Orkney  thou  wouldst  say." 

"  For  Giod's  love,  madam,  be  patient !"  aaid  the 
Lady  Fleming. 

But  the  Queen's  excited,  imagination  could  by  no 
entreaty  be  diverted  from  its  course.  "  Bid  him  coma 
hither  to  our  aid,"  she  said,  "  and  bring  with  him  his 
lambs,  as  he  calls  them— Bowton,  Bay  of  TaUa, 
Black  Ormiaton,  and  his  kinsman  Hob— Fie!  how 
swart  they  are,  and  how  thc^  smell  of  sulphur  I 
What !  closeted  with  Morton  7  Nay.  if  the  Douglaa 
and  the  Hepburn  hatch  the  compiot  together,  the 
bird,  when  it  breaks  the  shell,  wul  scars  Scotland. 
Will  h  not  my  Fleming  7" 

"She  grows  wilder  and  wilder,"  said  Fleming t 
"we  have  too  many  hearers  for  these  atranea 
words." 

"Roland"  aaid  Catherine^  "in  the  name  of  Ood. 
begone !  You  cannot  aid  ns  here— Leave  ua  to  deu 
with  her  alone— Away— away  I" 

She  thrust  him  to  the  door  of  the  anteroom  $  yet 
even  when  he  had  ei.tered  that  apartment  and  sniit 
the  door,  he  could  still  hear  the  Queen  talk  in  a  lou^l 
and  determined  tone^  as  if  giving  forth  orders  untu 
at  length  the  vaice  died  away  in  a  feeble  and  con- 
tinued lamematk)n. 

At  this  crisis  Catherine  entered  the  anteroom.  **  Be 
not  too  anxious,"  ahe  sakl,  "  the  crisis  is  now  over; 
but  keep  the  door  fast— let  no  one  enter  until  she  is 
more  composed." 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  what  does  this  mean  V*  aaid 
the  page :  "  orwhat  was  there  in  the  Lady  Flem- 
big's  words  to  excite  so  wild  a  transport  7" 

^O,  the  Lady  Fleming,  the  Lady  Fleming,"  aaid 
Catherine,  repeating  the  words  impatiently ;  "  thi 
Lady  Fleming  is  a  tool— ahe  loves  ner  mistress,  yet 
knows  80  Uttie  how  to  express  her  love,  that  were  the 
Queen  to  ask  her  for  very  poison,  she  would  deem  it 
a  point  of  duty  not  to  resist  her  commands.  I  could 
have  torn  her  starched  head-tire  from  her  formal 
head— The  Queen  should  have  as  soon  had  the  heart 
out  of  my  body,  as  the  word  Sebastian  out  of  my 
Kps— That  that  piece  of  weaved  tapestry  should  be  a 
woman,  and  yet  not  have  wit  enough  to  tell  a  liel" 

"  And  what  was  this  story  of  Sebastian  r'  said  the 
page.  "  By  Heaven,  Catherine,  you  are  all  riddles 
alike  1" 

"Yon  are  as  great  a  fool  aaFleminfL"  returned 
the  impatient  maklen}  "know  yeiiOt,  that  on  the 
night  of  Henry  Damlejr  s  murder,  and  at  the  blowing 
up  of  the  Kirk  of  Field,  the  Queen's  absence  was 
owing  to  her  attending  on  a  ma^k  at  Holyrood, 
given  by  her  to  grace  the  marriage  of  this  same 
Sebastian,  who,  hmiaelf  a  favoured  servant,  married 
one  of  her  fiemalo  attendants,  who  was  near  to  bar 
person  7" 

"  By  Saint  Gilefi,"  sakl  the  page,  "I  wonder  not  at 
her  passion,  but  only  marvel  by  what  forgetful ness  it 
was  that  she  could  urge  the  Lady  Fleming  with  such 
a  question." 

^  I  cannot  account  for  it,"  said  Catherine ;  '*  but  it 
seema  as  if  great  and  violent  grief  or  horror  aoroe- 
tunas  obscara  the  memory,  and  n>read  a  cloud,  liks 
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that  of  an  exploding  cannon,  over  the  rirmnislanriE's 
with  which  ihcy  are  arcoinpnnied.  But  I  may  not 
stay  hero,  where  I  came  not  to  moriLlizo  wuh  ypni 
wiadom,  bat  simplv  to  cool  my  rescnrment  ngainst 
that  unwise  Lady  Fleminff,  which  I  think  hain  now 
•omewhat  abated,  so  that  I  shall  cnduno  hf^r  preicBce 
without  any  desire  to  dama^  either  her  curch  or 
vaflquine.  Mean  while,  kec-p  fast  that  door— I  would 
not  for  my  life  that  any  of  those  heretics  saw  hpr  in 
the  unhanpy  state,  which,  brought  on  hor  a^  n  haji 
been  by  the  success  of  their  own  diabohcai  pIottinifBf 
they  would  not  stick  to  call,  in  their  snuflLng  cant, 
the  iudgmcnt  of  Providence." 

She  left  the  apartment  just  as  the  latt^h  of  the 
outwapl  door  was  raised  from  without-  But  the  bolt 
which  Roland  had  drawn  on  the  inside^  rosisiv^  the 
efforts  of  the  pt^rson  desirous  to  enter.  *'  Who  ia 
there  7"  said  Gneme  aloud. 

"  It  is  I,"  replied  the  harsh  and  yet  low  voice  of 
the  steward  Dr^'fesdale. 

"  You  cannot  enter  now,"  returned  the  yoMth, 

"  And  wherefore?"  demanded  Dryfesdalc,  "  w^in^ 
I  come  but  to  do  my  duty,  and  inquin^  whnt  nn^nna 
the  shrieks  from  the  apartment  of  iho  MunbiMflh 
woman.  Wherefore,  I  say,  since  such  le  tiiine  ^rrttiid, 
can  I  not  enter?" 

"  Simply,"  replied  the  youtli,  berausc  the  bolt  if 
drawn,  and  I  have  no  fancy  to  undo  iL  I  hnvc  the 
right  side  of  the  door  to-day,  as  you  had  Ifaat  nif^hi," 
Thou  art  ill  advisi'd,  tnou  malapert  boy,"  replied 
the  steward,  "  to  speak  to  me  in  such  faflhion  ;  but  L 
f  hall  inform  my  Lady  of  thine  insolence^ ' 

*'  The  insolence,"  said  the  uape,  *'  is  meant  for 
thee  only,  in  fair  f^erdon  of  thy  discourk'fiy  to  me. 
For  thy  Lady's  information,  I  have  atjswer  more 
courtcouf*— you  may  say  that  the  Queen  la  ill  at  case 
and  desin^  to  be  disturbed  neither  by  vIbieb  nor 
mes.«<age8." 

"  I  conjure  you,  in  the  name  of  G»od/'  said  the  old 
man,  with  more  solemnitv  in  his  tone  than  he  had 
hitherto  used,  "  to  let  me  know  if  her  malady  really 
gains  power  on  her !"      * 

"  she  will  have  no  aid  at  your  hand,  or  at  your 
Lady's— wherefore,  be£!one,  and  trouble  un  no  more 
— wc  neither  want,  nor  will  accept  of,  aid  at  youf 
hands." 

\Vith  this  positive  reply,  the  steward,  finjIhbUng  and 
dissatisfied,  returned  down  stairs. 

CHAPTER  XXXIL 

It  ii  the  curie  of  kinffi  to  be  attended 

Rjr  ilavr^,  who  take  thi^ir  hamoum  for  a  irunrtt 

To  l>n>alc  into  tlie  bloody  house  of  lift, 

And  on  Uui  winkinc  of  autlmrilf 

To  andcratand  a  law.  Sin^  JsktL. 

The  Lady  of  Lochlevcn  sat  alone  in  her  chamber, 
endeavouring  with  sincere  but  imperfect  xual,  to  fii 
her  e^'es  and  her  attention  on  the  blark-l^ttcr  Bihk 
which  lay  before  her,  bound  in  velvet  andecnUroidi^r)', 
and  adorned  with  massive  silver  clasps  and  knost);^ 
But  she  found  her  utmost  eiibrts  unable  to  withdraw 
her  mind  from  the  resentful  recollection  of  what  had 
last  night  passed  betwixt  her  and  theQueen^  m  which 
the  latter  had,  with  such  bitter  taunt  reiutnded  her 
of  her  edrly  and  long-repented  transgrtission, 

"  Why,'^she  said,  **  should  I  resent  so  dt«p1y,  that 
another  reproaches  mo  with  that  which  I  have  never 
ceased  to  make  matter  of  blushing  to  myself?  and 
yet,  why  should  this  woman,  who  reapat^at  leasts  has 
z«ar>ed— the  fruits  of  my  folly,  and  has  jo?tk>d  my  aoq 
aside  from  the  throne,  why  should  she:,  in  the  tjice  of 
all  my  domestics,  and  of  her  own,  dare  to  upbraid 
me  with  my  shame  7  Is  she  not  in  my  pow^r?  Does 
snc  not  fear  me?  Hal  wilv  tempter,  I  will  wrest ie 
with  thee  strongly,  and  with  better  suggcsiiona  than 
my  own  evil  heart  can  supply !" 

She  a^n  took  up  the  sacred  volume,  and  was  en- 
deavourint;  to  fix  her  attention  on  its  contents,  when 
she  was  disturbed  by  a  tap  at  the  door  of  the  room- 
It  opened  at  her  command,  and  the  steward  Dryfes- 
dale  entered,  and  stood  before  her  with  a  gloomy  and 
perturbed  expression  on  tiia  brow.  *  . 

YJJJgjf ••  cAsiioed;  Diy/Mals,  that  thou  boka^  \ 


thus?"  said  his  mistress—"  Have  therft  been  evil 
tidings  of  my  son,  or  of  my  grandchildren?" 

"  No,  Lady  "  replied  Dryfesdale,  "  but  you  wore 
deeply  msiilted  last  night,  and  I  fear  me  thou  art  as 
deeply  avenged  tliis  morning— Where  is  tlie  chap- 
lain T 

"  What  mean  you  by  hints  so  dark,  and  a  question 
so  sudden  ?  The  chaplain,  as  you  well  know,  is  absent 
at  Perth  upon  an  assembly  of  the  brethren." 

"I  care  noL"  answered  the  steward;  "he  is  but  a 
priest  of  Baal." 

*'  Dryfesdale,"  said  the  Lady  sternly,  "what  mean- 
est thou  ?  I  have  ever  heard,  that  in  the  Low  (Jouii- 
tries  thou  didst  herd  with  the  Anabaptist  preachers, 
(hose  boars  which  tear  up  the  vintage— Hut  the  minis- 
try which  suits  me  and  my  house  must  content  my 
retainers." 

"I  would  I  had  good  ghostly  counsel,  though." 
replied  the  stcwnitl,  not  atiendmg  to  his  mistresirs 
rebuke,  aivl  seeming  to  speak  to  hiinsell  **  This  wo- 
man of  Moab" 

"Speak  of  her  with  reverence,"  said  the  Lady; 
"she  IS  a  king's  daughter." 

"Beit  flo,'^  replied  Dryfesdale:  "she  goes  where 
then.^  is  little  ditference  betwixt  her  and  a  beggar's 
child— Mary  of  Scotland  is  dying." 

"  Dying,  and  in  my  castle  1'  said  the  Lady,  startinff 
up  in  alarm ;  "  of  what  disease,  or  by  what  accklent  ?' 


The  mini.^try  was  mine." 
traitor !— how    didst    thou 


"  Boar  patience,  Lady. 

"  Thine,   villain   ana 
dare" • 

"I  heard  you  insulted,  Lady— I  heard  you  demand 
vengeance— I  promised  you  sliould  have  it,  and  I  now 
bring  tidings  of  it." 

"Dryfiitfdahs  I  tniat  thou  ravest?"  said  the  Lady 

"  I  rave  not,"  rei>li«i  the  steward.  "  That  which  was 
written  of  me  a  million  of  years  ere  I  saw  the  light, 
must  be  executed  by  me.  She  hath  that  in  her  veins 
that,  I  fear  me^  will  soon  stop  the  springs  of  life." 

"Gniel  villain,"  exclaimed  tlie  Lady,  "thou  hast 
not  poisoned  her  ?" 

"And  if  I  had,"  said  Dryfesdale,  "  what  does  it  so 
greatly  merit  ?  Men  bane  vermin— why  not  rjd  them 
of  their  enemies  so  ?  in  Italy  they  wul  do  it  for  a 
cruizuedor." 

"  Cowardly  rufRan,  begone  from  my  sight !" 

"Think better  of  my  zeal.  Lady,"  said  the  steward, 
^'  and  judge  not  without  looking  around  you.  Linde- 
say,  Ruthven,  and  your  kinsman  Morton,  poniarded 
Rnzio,  and  yet  you  now  see  no  blood  on  their  em- 
broidery—the I^rd  Seniple  stabbed  the  Lord  of  San- 
quhar—does  his  bonnet  sit  a  iot  more  awry  on  his 
brow  ?  What  noble  lives  in  Scotland  who  has  not 
had  a  share,  for  policy  or  revenge,  in  some  suph  deal- 
ing?—and  who  imputes  it  to  them?  Be  not  cheated 
with  names— a  dagger  or  a  draught  work  to  the  same 
end,  and  are  little  unlike— a  glass  phial  imprisons  the 
one.  and  a  leathern  sheath  the  other— one  deals  with 
the  brain,  the  other  sluices  the  blood— Yet,  I  say  not 
I  gavp  aught  to  this  lady." 

''What  dost  thou  mean  by  thus  dallying  with 
me?"  said  the  Lady;  "as  thou  wouldst  save  thv 
neck  from  the  rope  it  merits,  tell  me  the  whole  truth 
of  this  story— thou  hast  long  been  known  a  danger- 
ous man." 

"  Ay,  in  my  master's  service  I  can  be  cold  and  sharp 
as  my  sword.— Be  it  known  to  yim,  that,  when  last 
on  shore,  I  consulted  with  a  woman  of  skill  and 
powcn  called  Nicneven,  of  whom  the  country  has 
rung  for  some  brief  time  past.  Fools  asked  her  for 
charms  to  make  them  beloved,  misiTS  for  means  to 
increase  their  store;  some  demanded  to  know  thu 
future— an  idle  wish,  since  it  cannot  be  altered ;  others 
would  have  an  explanation  of  the  past— idler  still, 
since  it  cannot  be  recalled.  I  heard  their  queries  with 
acorn,  and  demanded  the  means  of  avenging  myself 
of  a  aeadly  enemy,  for  I  grow  old,  and  may  trust  no 
longer  to  Bilboa  blade.  Sho  gave  me  a  packet— Mix 
that,  said  she,  with  any  liquid,  and  thy  vengeance  is 
complete." .     ,    .  . 

"villain  I  and  you  mixed  it  Hiith.  UNaCsvwi  <:^  >»!»> 
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bouse,  I  mixed  the  contents  of  the  packet  with  the 
4ar  or  euccory- water :  They  seldom  fail  to  drain  it, 
and  the  woman  loves  it  over  all." 

"It  was  a  work  of  hell,"  said  the  Lady  Lochleven. 
**both  the  asking  and  the  granting.~Away,  wretched 
man,  let  us  see  if  aid  be  yet  too  late  f 

"They  will  not  admit  us,  madam,  save  we  enter  by 
force— I  have  been  twice  at  the  door,  but  can  obtain 
no  entrance." 

"  We  will  beat  it  level  with  the  ground,  if  needful— 
And  hold— summon  Randal  hither  instantly.— Randal 
hero  is  a  foul  and  evil  chance  befallen— send  offa.  boat 
instantly  to  Kinrosa  the  Chamberlain  Luke  Lundin 
is  said  to  have  skill— Fetch  ofi|  too,  that  foul  witch 
Nicncven ;  she  shall  first  counteract  her  own  R)clL 
and  then  be  burnt  to  ashes  in  the  island  of  Saint  Serf. 
Away,  away^Tell  ihom  to  hoist  sail  and  ply  oar.  as 
ever  ifiey  would  have  good  of  the  Douglas's  hand  r 

"Motner  Nicknevcn  will  not  be  lightly  found,  or 
fetched  hither  on  these  conditions,"  answered  Dry- 
fesdalc. 

"Then  grant  her  full  assurance  of  safety— Lo()k  to 
it,  for  thine  own  life  must  answer  for  this  lady's  re- 
covery." 

"  I  might  have  guessed  that,"  said  Dryfcsdale,  sul- 
lenly ;  *'  liut  it  is  my  comfort  I  have  avenged  mine 
own  cause,  as  well  as  yours.  She  hath  scoffed  and 
scripped  at  me.  and  encouraged  her  saucy  minion  of 
a  page  to  ridicule  my  stiH'gnit  and  slow  speech.  I  felt 
it  borne  in  upon  mc  that  I  was  to  be  avenged  on 
them." 

'*  Go  to  the  western  turret,"  said  the  Lady,  "  and 
remain  there  in  ward  until  we  see  how  this  gear  will 
terminate,  f  know  thy  resolved  disposition— thou 
wilt  not  attempt  C8cape.  * 

"  Not  were  the  walls  of  the  turret  of  egg-shells,  and 
the  lake  sheeted  with  ice,"  said  Dr>'fe8dale.  "I  am 
well  taught,  and  strong  in  belief^  that  man  does 
nriught  of  himself,  he  is  but  the  foam  on  the  billow, 
which  rises,  bubbles,  and  bursts,  notbv  its  own  effort, 
but  by  the  mightier  impulse  of  fati;  which  urges  him. 
Yet.  Lady,  if  1  m.'iy  advise,  amid  thisxeal  for  the  life 
of  the  Jezebel  of  Scotland,  forget  not  what  is  due  to 
thine  own  honour,  and  keep  the  matter  secret  as  you 
may." 

So  saying  the  gloomy  fatalist  turned  from  her,  and 
stalked  off  with  sullen  composure  to  the  place  of  con- 
finement allotted  to  him. 

His  lady  caught  at  his  last  hint,  and  only  ezprcssod 
her  fear  that  the  prisoner  had  partaken  of  some  un- 
wholesome food,  and  was  dangerously  ill.  The  castle 
was  soon  alarmed  and  in  confusion.  Randal  was 
despatched  to  the  shore  to  fetch  off  Lundin,  with  such 
remedies  as  could  counteract  poison ;  and  with  farther 
instructions  to  bring  Mother  Nicneven,  if  she  could 
be  found,  with  fiill  power  to  pledge  the  Lady  of  Loch- 
leven's  word  for  her  safetv. 

Mean  while  the  Lady  of^Lochleven  herself  held  par- 
Icy  at  the  door  of  the  Queen's  apartment,  and  in  vain 
urgetl  the  page  to  undo  iL 

^^  Foolish  boy !"  she  said,  "  thine  own  life  and  thy 
Lady's  are  at  stake— Open,  I  say,  or  we  will  cause 
the  door  to  be  broken  down." 

"  I  may  not  open  the  door  without  my  royal  mis- 
tress's orders,"  answered  Roland;  "she  has  been 
very  ill,  and  now  she  slumbers— if  you  wake  her  by 
using  violence,  let  tlic  consequence  b^  on  you  and 
your  followers." 

'*  Was  ever  woman  in  a  strait  so  fearful  I"  exclaim- 
ed the  Lady  of  Loehleven— "  At  least,  thou  rash  boy, 
beware  that  no  one  tastes  the  food,  but  especially  the 
jar  of  succory-water." 

She  then  hastened  to  the  turret,  where  Dryfesdale 
had  composedly  resigned  himself  to  imprisonment 
She  found  him  reading,  and  demandea  of  him,  "Was 
tliy  fell  potion  of  speedy  operation  ?" 

''  Slow,"  answered  the  steward.  "The  hag  asked 
me  which  I  chose— I  told  her  I  loved  a  alow  and  sure 
revenge.  Revenge,  said  I,  ia  the  highest-flavoured 
draught  which  man  tastes  upon  earth,  and  he  should 
tip  It  by  httle  and  little— not  drain  it  up  greedily  at 
once.** 
.   '*Amnst  whom,  unhappy  maiii  couldst  thou  noo- 
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I  had  many  oluects^  but  the  chief  waa  that  inie* 
)age.** 

-'he  boy!— thou  inhuman  man,"  ezclaimed  thf 
lady;  ^*  what  could  he  do  lo  deserve  thy  malice?" 

^  He  To^  in  your  favour,  and  you  graced  him  with 
your  cominisftiona-Lhtit  was  one  thing.  He  rose  ia 
iha  t  of  GeoTf^f  DoumIqs  alf^o-^that  was  another.  Ht 
waei  the  favourite  m  the  Calnnistic  Henderson,  who 
hattnl  me  because  my  spint  disowns  a  separated  pritfit- 
hood.  The  Mi^abitjah  Queen  held  him  dear— winds 
from  each  opposing  \miXi\.  blew  in  his  favour— the  old 
serviirjr  of  your  houae  wiis  held  lightly  among  >*€— 
above  till,  from  the  firat  time  I  saw  nis  face,  I  loDsed 
to  deairoy  him," 

"  What  fitnd  have  I  nurtured  in  my  bouse  V*  replieo 
th<?  Lad)'.  ^' May  God  forgive  mc  the  ain  of  having 
given  thee  fi>otl  and  ntjnieiit!" 

"  YiHi  mL;;li(  not  flioy^'.  Lady,"  answered  the  stew- 
ard. "  Long  ere  this  castle  was  builded— ay,  lonj;  err 
the  islet  which  sustains  it,  reared  its  head  above  the 
blue  water,  I  was  destined  to  be  your  faithfnl  slave, 
and  you  to  be  my  ungrateful  mistress.  ^  Remtinber 
you  not  when  I  plunged  amid  the  victorious  French, 
m  the  time  of  this  lady's  mother,  and  brought  off  your 
husband^  when  those  who  had  hung  at  the  same 
breast  wifh  him  dured  not  attempt  the  rescue  ?— Re- 
member how  I  plunged  into  the  lake  when  your  grand- 
son's skiff  was  overtaken  by  the  tempest,  boarded, 
and  steered  her  safe  to  the  land.  Lady-rthe  strnaat 
of  a  Scottish  baR^n  is  he  who  regards  not  his  own  life, 
or  that  of  any  other,  save  his  master.  And,  for  the 
death  of  the  woman,  I  had  tried  the  potion  on  h«f 
sooner,  had  not  Master  George  been  her  taster.  Her 
death— would  it  not  be  the  happiest  news  tiiai  Scot- 
land ever  heard  1  Is  she  not  of  the  bloody  Guisian 
stock,  whose  sword  was  so  often  red  with  the  blood 
of  Grod'ssaintsi  Is  she  not  the  daughter  of  the  wretch- 
ed tyrant  James,  whom  Heaven  cast  down  from  hif 
kingdom,  and  his  pride,  even  as  the  king  of  Babylop 
was  smitten  ?" 

"Peace,  villain  f  said  the  Lady— a  thousand  varied 
recollections  thronging  on  her  mind  at  the  me niioa 
of  her  royal  lover's  name ;  "  Peace,  and  disturb  nut 
the  ashes  of  the  dead— of  the  royal,  of  the  unhappy 
dead.  Read  thy  Bible;  and  may  God  grant  thn:  ic 
avoil  thyself  better  of  its  contents  than  thou  hast  ye*, 
done!"  She  departed  hastily,  and  as  bhe  reacHi-ii 
the  next  anartment,  the  tears  roee  to  her  eyes  so  has* 
lily,  that  snc  was  compelled  to  stop  and  use  her  ker- 
chief to  dry  them.  "I  e.Ti)Ccted  not  this,"  she  Ki;d. 
"  no  more  than  to  have  drawn  water  from  the  hard 
flint,  or  sap  from  a  withered  tree.  I  saw  with  a  Hry 
eye  the  apostasy  and  shame  of  George  Douglas,  iha 
hope  of  my  son  s  house— the  child  of  my  love;  and 
yet  I  now  weep  for  him  who  has  so  long  lain  id  hj 
grave— for  him  to  whom  I  owe  it,  that  his  daughtrr 
can  make  a  scoffing  and  a  jest  of  my  name !  But  she 
is  A  i«  daughter— my  heart,  hardened  against  her  for 
so  many  causes,  relents  when  a  glance  of  her  fc^a 
places  her  father  unexpectedly  betoie  me— and,  u 
often,  her  likeness  to  that  true  daughter  of  the  housa 
of  Guise,  her  detested  mother,  has  again  confirmed 
my  rraolution.  But  she  must  not— must  not  die  in 
my  house,,  and  by  so  foul  a  practice.  Thank  C^ 
the  operation  of  the  potion  is  slow,  and  may  be  coun- 
teracted. I  will  to  her  apartment  once  more.  Hut 
0!  that  hardened  villain,  whose  fkielity  we  held  ia 
such  esteem,  and  had  such  high  proof  of!  What  mira- 
cle can  imite  so  much  wicked neB8»  and  so  much 
truth,  in  one  bosom  V* 

The  Lady  of  Lochleven  was  not  aware  low  far 
minds  of  a  certain  gloomy  and  determined  c.i»t  by 
nature,  may  be  warped  b^  a  keen  sense  of  petty  inji- 
ries  and  insults,  combining  with  the  love  of  gain,  aad 
sense  of  self-interest,  and  amalgamated  with  the 
crude,  wild,  and  indigcated  fanatical  opink»a  which 
this  man  had  gathered  among  the  crazy  seciarwsof 
Germany ;  or  how  far  the  doctnnea  of  fatalum,  which 
he  had  embraced  so  decidedly,  tear  the  human  coo- 
science,  by  representing  our  actions  as  the  result  of 
inevitable  necessity. 

During  her  visit  to  the  prieoner,  Roland  had  oca* 

municated  to  Catherine  the  tenor  of  the  oonvcraaiioa 

\\m  hid  had  with  bir  at'che  dooroC  tlw  •MrtBcuL 
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Vfhe  qntek  iateHiflenM  of  that  Vi^  mtkten  ItMaii^ 
coapreheiMied  the  otoline  of  what  was  beHetted  lo 
haw  happened,  bat  her  prejudices  hurried  her  bejrond 
the  truth. 

**The]rineanttohaTspoi0oiiedi]8,"  sheezclahned 
in  horror,  "  and  there  stands  the  fatal  Hquor  which 
should  hare  done  the  deed  1— Af ,  as  soon  as  Douglas 
oeased  to  be  our  taster,  our  food  was  likel/  to  be  &- 
talljr  seasoned.  Thou,  Roland,  who  sfaouldst  have 
made  the  essay,  wert  readily  doomed  to  die  with  na. 
O,  dearest  Lady  Flemings  pardon,  pardon^  for  the  in> 
juries  I  said  lo  you  in  my  angerT^ur  woTds  wwre 
prompted  by  Heaven  to  ssto  our  liyea  and  espeeially 
that  of  the  mjured  Queen.  But  what  haTe  We  now  to 
do?  that  old  crocodile  of  the  lake  will  be  presently 
back  to  shed  her  hyi^ocritTcal  tears  over  our  dying 
agonies.— -Lady  Fleming,  what  shall  we  do?" 

**  Our  Lady  help  ut  in  our  need  f  sbe  replied  i "  how 
should  I  tell  '{-'-uDiless  we  were  to  make  oar  plaint  to 
tlie  Regent'' 

**  Moke  our  plaint  to  the  devil,"  said  Gathering  im- 
patiently, "  and  accusahis  dam  at  the  foot  of  his  burn- 
ing throne !— The  Qneen  still  siseps-^we  must  gain 
time.  The  poisonmg-  hag  muse  aot  know  her  scheme 
has  miscamed ;  the  old  enveBMmed  spider  has  but  too 
many  ways  of  mending  her  broken  web.— The  jar  of 
sucoory-water,"  said  she— **  Roland,  if  thou  be*8t  a 
man*  help  me— empty  the  jar  on  the  chimney  or  ftom 
the  window— 'make  such  waste  among  the  viands  as 
if  we  had  made  our  usual  meal,  and  leave  the  frag- 
ments on  cup  and  pqrrin^r,  but  taste  nothing  as  thou 
lorest  thy  me.  I  will  sit  by  the  Ctoeen,  and  tell  her, 
at  her  waking,  in  what  a  fearful  pass  we  stsnd.  Her 
sharp  wit  and  ready  spirit  wiH  teach  us  what  is  best  to 
be  done.  Mean  whde,  till  farther  notice,  observe, 
Roland,  that  the  Queen  is  in  a  state  of  corpor— that 
Lady  Fleming  is  indisposed— ihat  character '  (speak- 
idjt  m  a  lower  tone)  '*  will  suit  her  best,  and  save  her 
wits  some  labour  m  vain.  I  am  not  so  much  indis- 
posed,  thou  imdentandest." 

"And  I V*  said  thejpage — ^ 

"Youf  replied  Catherine^  "yoa  are  quite  well 
—who  thinks  it  worth  while  to  poison  puppy-dogs  or 
psflesT* 

^Does  this  levity  become  the  time?"  asked  the 
psge.  * 

^It  does,  it  does,"  answered  Catherjas  Beyton ; 
"  if  the  Qneen  approves,  I  see  plainly  hoiMb  disoon- 
certed  attempt  may  do  us  good  service."^ 

She  wiant  to  work  while  she  spoke,  eagerly  assisted 
oy  Roland.  The  breakfast  table  soon  displayed  the 
appearance  as  if  the  meal  had  been  eaten  as  usual ; 
•nid  the  ladies  retired  as  sofUy  as  possible  into  the 
i^atm*m  sleeping  apartment.  At  a  new  summons  of 
the  Lady  Lochleven,  the  page  undid  the  door,  and  ad- 
mitted her  into  the  anteroom^  asking  her  pardon  for 
bsving  withstood  her,  alleging  in  excuse,  that  the 
Qneen  li«l  fallen  into  a  heavy  smmbor  since  she  had 
broken  her  fiist. 

"*  She  has  eaten  and  dranfcen,  then  T  sakl  the  Lady 
of  Lochleven. 

"Surely,"  replied  the  page,  ** according  to  her 
€hac6*^s  ottliBary  ctistom,  unless  apon  the  msls  of  the 
churdi." 

^The  jar,"  ahe  said,  hastily  examining  it^  "it  is 
eHH>ty— ilrank  the  Lady  Mary  the  whole  of  this 
water?" 

**A  large  part,  madam;  and  I  heard  the  Lady 
Catherine  SeytoH  Jesimaly  upbraid  the  Lady  Mary 
Fleming  with  having  taxen  i^re  than  a  just  share  of 
what  remained,  so  that  but  httle  fell  to  her  own  lot" 

"And  are  they  weU  in  health  T*  saul  the  Lady  of 
Lochleven. 

**Lady  Flemtfig,"  ssid  the  pagsi  **  complains  of 
lethargy  and  looks  daDer  than  usual ;  and  the  Lady 
Cathdffne  of  Styton  feels  her  bead -somewhat  more- 
giddy  than  is  h«r  wont" 

He  nrissd  his  voice  a  little  as  he  said  these  words, 
lo  appnse  the  ladies  of  the  part  assigned  to  each  of 
ihem,  and  not,  perhaps,  without  the  wish  of  oonvey- 
iag  to  the  ears  of  Catherine  the  page-like  jest  whi& 
imked  in  the  aUotment 

*  I  will  enter  the  Queen's  chamber,"  said  thal^y 

^^-^t  "nybitfintwfteiaNM." 


AS  she  advandsd  to  the  door,  the  voioe  of  Cathe- 
rine Seyton  was  heard  from  within— "No  one  can 
enter  here— the  Queen  sleeps." 

**I  wHl  not  be  controlled,  young  lady,"  replied  tha 
Lady  of  Lochleven;  "  there  is,  I  wot,  no  inner  bar, 
and!  will  enter  in  ybor  despite." 

"Tlisre  is,  indeed,  no  inner  bar,"  answered  Cathe- 
rine, firmly,  *'  but  there  are  the  staples  where  that  bar 
should  be ;  and  into  those  staples  nave  I  thrust  mine 
arm.  like  an  ancestress  of  your  own,  when,  better 
employed  than  the  Douglasses  of  our  days,  she  thus 
defended  the  bedchamber  of  her  sover^gn  against 
murderers.  Try  your  force,  then,  and  see  whether  a 
Seyton  cannot  rival  in  courage  a  maiden  of  the  housa 
of  Douglas." 

"I  dare  not  attempt  the  pass  at  such  risk,"  said  the 
Lady  of  Lochleven :  Strange,  that  this  Princess,  with 
all  that  justly  attaches  to  her  as  blameworthy,  should 
preserve  such  empire  over  the  minds  of  her  attend- 
ahts  I— Damsel,  I  give  thee  my  honour  that  I  come 
for  the  Queen's  safety  and  advantage.  Awaken  her, 
if  thoa  lovest  her,  and  pray  her  leave  that  I  may  en-« 
ter— I  will  retire  from  the  door  the  whilst"  i 

"Thou  wilt  not  awaken  the  Queen?"  said  the  Lady 
Flemmg." 

**What  choice  have  we  7"  said  the  ready-witted 
maiden,  "unless  you  deem  it  better  to  wait  till  the 
Lady  Lochleven  herself  plays  lady  of  the  bedcham- 
ber. Her  fit  of  patience  will  not  last  long,  and  the 
Queen  must  be  promred  to  meet  her." 

**But  thoo  wilt  bring  badk  her  Grace^s  fit  by  thus 
disturbing  her." 

"  Heaven  forbid !"  replied  Catherine ;  "but  if  so,  it 
most  pass  for  an  effect  of  the  poison.  I  hope  better 
things,  and  that  the  Queen  will  be  able  when  she 
wakes  to  form  her  oMm  judgment  in  this  terrible  cri- 
sis. Mean  while,  do  thou,  dear  Lady  Fleming,  prec- 
tise  to  look  as  dull  and  heavy  as  the  alertness  of  thy 
spirit  will  pennit" 

Catherine  kneeled  by  the  side  of  the  Queen's  bed, 
and,  kissing  her  hand  repeatedly,  succeeded  at  last  in 
awakening  without  alarming  her.  She  seemed  sur- 
prised to  find  that  she  was  ready  dressed,  but  sate  up 
in  her  hed,  and  appeared  so  peiiectly  composed,  that 
Catherine  Seyton,  without  further  preamble,  judged 
it  safe  to  inform  her  pf  the  predicament  in  whicn  the^ 
were  placed.  Mary  turne^ale,  and  frossed  herself 
again  and  agam,  when  sheVeara  the  immlBent  dan- 

gr  in  which  she  had  stood.    But,  like  the  Ulysses  of 
omeTi 

*'  Hardly  wtkiof  yst, 

flpranr  i&  bw  miml  tlwinoiMottty  wit,'* 

and  ahe  at  once  imderetood  her  situation^  with  the 
dangers  and  advantages  that  attended  it 

"  We  cannot  do  better,"  she  said,  after  her  hasty 
oonferenoe  with  Catherine^  pressing  her  at  the  aame 
time  to  her  bosom,  and  kissing  h^  fordiead:  **we 
cannot  do  obtter  than  to  follow  the  scheme  so  happily 
devised  by  thy  ouick  wit  and  bold  affection.  Undo 
the  door  to  the  Lady  Lochleven— She  shall  meet  her 
match  in  art,  though  not  in  perfidy.  Fleming,  draw 
dose  the  curtain,  and  get  thee  befimd  it-^thou  art  a 
better  tire- woman  than  an  actress;  do  but  breathe 
heavily,  and,  if  thou  wilt,  groan  slightly,  and  it  w01 
top  thy  part  Hark!  they  come.  JNow,  Catherins 
of  Meaici&  may  thy  spirit  inspire  me,  for  a  cold  north- 
em  brah)  is  too  bhmt  for  this  scene  (" 

Ushered  by  Catherine  Seyton,  and  steppmg  as  litdit 
ss  she  could,  the  Lady  Lochleven  was  shown  into  the 
twilight  apartment,  and  conducted  to  the  sLde  of  the 
couch,  where  Mary,  palhd  and  exhausted  from  a 
sleepless  -night,  and  me  subsequent  sQtation  of  the 
morning,  lay  extended  so  Usdessly  as nu^^t  well  con- 
firm the  worst  fean  of  her  hostess. 

**  Now,  God  forgive  us  our  sins  f"  said  the  Lady  of 
Lochleven,  forgetting  her  pride^  and  throwing  heredf 
on  her  kneea  l^  the  nds  of  the  bed;  **it\Bw>  true— 
she  is  murdered  V 

**  Who  is  m  the  chamberT*  said  Bfary,  as  if  awak 
ing  from  a  heavy  sleep.  '*  Seyxon.  Fleming,  whevs 
are  you?  I  heard  a  strange  voice.  Who  waits  1— Call 
Courcelles."  ^ 

"Alas>  hsi^  msmofy  it  at  Rotyrood,  though  htr 
body  i0  it  liB#hleveD.*^)isive^  madam.*'  tonamr' 


.  * 
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RretErslu^oftl 
mrfas  of  Lochleven." 
"  O,  our  gentle  hostess,"  answered  tho  Queen,  *'  who 
bath  such  care  of  our  lodgings  and  of  out  diet— We 
dumher  you  too  much  and  too  long,  good  Lady  of 
Lochleve.n :  but  we  now  truat  your  task  of  hospitality 
is  well  mgn  ended.",  ' 

'Her  words  go  like  a  knife  through,  roy  hetji," 
§aid  die  Lady  of  Lochleven— "  With  a  breaking  heart, 
pray,  your  Qrace  to  tell  me  what  is  your  aument, 
lat  oia  may  be  had,  if  there  be  yet  time?" 
**Nay,  my  ailment,'*  replied  the  Queen,  "is nothing 
worth  tellirtg,  or  worth  a  leech's  notice— my  limbs 
feel  heavy— my  heart  feels  cold— a  prisoners  limbs 
and  heart  are  rarely  otherwise— fresh  air,  methinks, 
and  freedom,  would  soon  revive  me ;  but  as  the  Es- 
tates have  ordered  it,  death  alone  can  break  my  pn- 
ion-doLiTs." 

'*Wer<i   U    ^.■....-..>,u.:^.,     ii..l,^..l,.l,        =,U..LJ    liit:     L»,jy,         l^,^i 

your  libeTty  cotjUl  restore  yo&rpcrfccl  hoallii,  1  wuuld 
rovaelf  en<'OuiiU:r  ihu  reauntrtient  of  thu  n^^uBt— of 
rvty  wan.  Sir  William— nf  my  whole;  frujidik  m iliac 
limn  Vtsu  should  meet  3(oiir  iato  in  tlii§  caeiit:  !^' 

**  AlHfl  !  madHin,"  sairi  iha  Lsdy  Ficininp^  ivho  con- 
ceived ihe  lijnti  propiiiuus  lo  show  ihn;  her  liwn  ad- 
dress had  btcn  h^ild  loo  IigKdy  of;  ''it  lA  b\a  uyioa 
whnt  Eoml  fri?t^om  may  work  upon  us;  for  rTiy^itil^l 
think  a  Ertt'  walk  on  the  grtjaisward  would  do  me 
niuf  h  pood  nt  bean." 

The  Lady  of  Ldchlovou  rose  fiiom  I  he  bedside,  und 
riarred  n  pi^neiTiiting  look  tn  the  ddet  valetudmary. 
"Artj  yoAi  so  t'vil  dt:q>o9ud»  Lud^  Piemin^?" 

"  Evil  difiio?ed  indeed,  madam,"  hjphed  the  caurl 
'  nnd  ill 
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no  ffluodj  "help!  1  Biiyjbelj>J  ihf^  t^iieeu  i*  »J>out  tt) 
p^Bs  away.    Atd  iuT,  Ladjr  LQohlti 
QBiaal 


dim  "  nnf  iiiorci  C38pccmlly  since  btcakfa^t" 

''Hmn!  helpT'  eidabiicd  Calherine.  atixious  to 
bfiDok  off  B  cqnvcrntttion  which  bod*^  her  srhcnius 

iu[?en  i*  tdiOMt  to 
tVLin,  if  ygu  bo  a 
woman  I 

The  Lady  hastened  to  support  the  (Queen's  head., 
who,  turning  her  eyes  towards  her  with  an  aii  of 
Ij^reatlaoeuor,  exclaimed,  "Thanks,  roy  deareatLady 
of  Lochleven— notwithstanding  some  pasii|gea  of 
^ate,  I  have  never  misconstrued  6r  misdoubted  vour 
affection  to  our  house.  It  was  provedi  as  I  nave 
Heard,  before  I  was  bonv'* 

The  I.a«ly  Lochleven|Bprung  fxom  the  0oor,  on 
which  she  nad  again  RHelt,  and  having  paced  the 
apartment  in  great  disorder,  flung  open  the  lattiosb  M 
if  to  ^t  air. 

**^ow,  Our  L.ady  forgive  roe  T  said  Catherine  to 
herself.  **  ttoyr  deep  must  the  love  of  sarcasm  be 
implanted  in  the  breasts  of  us  woroen,  since  the 
Queen,  with  all  her  senee,  will  risk  ruin  rather  than 
rem  in  her  witf*  She  then  adventured,  stooping 
over  the  Queen's  person,  to  press  her  arm  with  her 
hand,  saying,  at  the  sninc  Unwb  "For  God's  sake, 
roadam,  restrain  ycui  tJi  l" 

**  Thou  art  too  13c  r  s\  j  i  f  l]  ,m  aiden,"  said  the  Queen ; 


)  efMSk  ahd  ^iDr  attitude,  even  at  tbat  clMtMoe,«s 
preaamg  anthnsmstip  eagerness  to  arrive  at  the  lanw* 
mg-place.  They  arrived  there  accordingly ;  and  whiM 
the  suppMyod  witch  itaa  detained  is  a  nxms  beaeDth, 
tile  pbyaioian  was  uahersd  to  the  Qnetn's  apartaient, 
whid^  he  entered  with  all  doe  professional  soleromty.^ 
Catherine  had,  in  the  roean  while,  fallen  back  from 
the  Queen's  be^  and  taken  an  opbortnmty  to  whis- 
per to  Boland,  *'MethiiikiL  from  the  infoiroation  of 
Um  threadbaffQ  velvet  e>oak  and  the  eolann  beard, 
there  would  be  httle  trouble  in  naltering  yonder  ass. 
But  thy  grandmother,  Roland--tby  grandmo^trs 
aeal  wifl  ruin  us,  if  she  get  not  a  hint  to  duMeroble." 
Roland,  wiOmmK  reply,  glided  towards  the  door  of 

tb "^rn^T^t.,  rrnFSfjd  the  p^-* :rMl safely  eatersd 

th(   .:..:cL':ui]iiM;  luu  w]i  ^mptsdT  to  pasa 

fai    ir-r,  (he  word  "  Hnck !  I  shoed  ftoni  one 

to  ilitj  othcTf  by  two  men  iir  carabines^  con- 

\u\'<-d  him  that  (he  Lndy  ul  i ren's  sospickm* 

hsd  iifT,  *  voR  in  the  midst  ol  her  nljirms,  been  so  fiir 
lulkJ  1m  4f-t:p  as  to  omit  tb^  srecufMion  of  stationing 
sei  I E  L  r;  1^  i  ^  on  h*^  r  r  i  risj  n  p  ra .  H  e  w  a  :^  f rompeUed,  tnere- 
fort%  toTciurn  to  the  narjour,  or  a od  i t  ncei*chainber,  m 
whJL'h  lie  finind  the  Lmly  of  the  c^sdem  confiarecco 
wiUi  her  IrHumt-d  lc4*rlu 

*'  A  mice  with  your  cant  phr itm  find  your  MMom  • 
foppt^ryt  Lurtflm,     in  mtch  to  ma  she  accosted  toa 
mnn oi  art,  "and  let  me  know  iiiPUintlT,  if  thodcanat 
vAU  whether  thJa  la^Jy  hath  swalbw^  aoght  that  m 
lesa  Uian  wholemiiK^ ' 

"Nay*  but.  good  Indy^honoupcd  patroneae-^to 
whom  I  ajn  aljke  bondaman  io  my  medical  and  ofi- 
cinl  cflpncily*  deal  n^nafj nobly  with  met  If  tma,  muM 
UJiifttnijuM  pmiciit*  wid  not  nnswtf  ii  oueatioiL  saving 
with  sighs  nnd  moanip— if  that othtr  taonoorable  lady 
will  do  naught  but  yuwn  in  niv  faco  when  I  in^i'^ 
aft*  r  I  he  diapnoaiicp— and  if  thftt  *M  her  young  damsel, 
wIhi  1  pnQiffiiS*  19  a  *"omelv  miudc-n'^— 

"Tiilk  tio^  to  uw  ot  coiiiehnese  or  of  damaek," 
said  (he  Lady  of  Lorhkwn,  ''I  nay,  are  (hey  evu- 
di!^[><i^  7— III  mva  wofd.  in  an.  hiive  they  taken  poi- 
aon«a3r  or  no  7" 

"Poisons,  madam,"  said  the  leaned  leech,  ** are  of 

vtriouf  aorta.   There  la  your  animal  pomob,  m  the 

UpuM  marintUt  as  mentioned  by  Dioscondes  and  0»* 

mineral  and  eami-mineral  ooiaons,  as 

reguhiaolaDtin 
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vitriol  anVthe  ai 


but  immediately  ailiJr. 


.  low  whisper,  "  Forgive 


me^  Catherine;  bm  wlu-n  I  ielt  the hag'a muiderous 
hands  busy  about  my  h^ad  und  neck,  Kelt  such  dia- 
gtist  and  hatred,  that  t  mxm  have  aaid  something,  or 
died.  But  I  will  bt^  sr  li.>rjb  d  te  better  haviour— only 
8^  that  thou  let  h(  r  iujl  coi^iii  me." 

"Now,  Godhe  Brai^r  d  r  said  theLady 
withdrawing  her  i;r  ad  fron^  the  window,     . 
comes  as  int  as  sml  and  oar  can  send  wood 

water— It  brings   diu  Icwoh  and  a  &mal. 

tainly,  from  the  appearance,  the  very  pen^n  I  was 
in  onest  of.  Were  she  but  wcU  out  of  una  castle, 
with  our  honour  safie,  I  would  that  she  were  on  the 
top  of  the  wildest  mountain  in  Norway j  or  I  woukl 
I  nad  been  ther^  myself  exel  had  undertaken  this 
trust  I" 

While.ehe  thus  express^  herself;  sUnding  apart. at 
onew^do^,  'Rcnand  GtsBme,  from  the  other,  watched 
*^    *^     '  bursting  thnnwh  tl^  winters  of  the  lake, 
litBflidiBir" — ' — "  *" '' —    "■ 


L  "  InisptfeandiA.foanu.  He, 

too,  became  sensible^  thai  at  tb^  stem  was  seated  the 

inedidai  Chamberlain  clad  m  his  black  velvet  cloak; 

.  and  that  hia  own;  relatiyai,  Magdalen  Qifeam  in  her 

wmnmud  character  of  Jio9)eL  9iciiej(«k  b^Qm  ui  4^ 


.^   Jed  of  sublimate  reguhia  of  antimony, 
ioL  anVthe  arsenical  aalta— there  are  your  poisona 
fiom  beite  and  vegetables  as  the  aqua  cyaabalane, 
cnitmi,  aoonitiun,  canthaxidea,  and  the  hke^-there  are 

"  Now,  out  upon  thee  for  a  loamed  fool  1  and  I  tnyw 
•elf  am  no  better  for  expecting  an  onde  from  aoch  a 
log,"  said  the  Lady. 

^  Nay,  bat  if  your  ladyahip  will  have  patienoe---if  I 
knew  what  food  they  had  partaken  of  orcodd  see 
but  the  remn^pta  of  v^kat  thoy  have  last  ealen-HRnr 
as  to  the  external  and  internal  sympto^is,  I  can  dia- 
ooTor naught  likei  iior,  a*  Oftlm  aaith  m  his  second 
book  iUAnHdoHa'* .^       ,         ,      ^ 

"Away,  fooll"  said  tbel.ady<  "Mod  ine  that  hag 
hither  i  a^e  shall  avouch  what  it  waa  that  she  biui 
given  to  the  wretch  Dryfesdale.  or  the  pilniewmks 
m^  thj^ftbikina  ahali  wniiofa  it  out  of  her  finger 

"^^Art  hath  no  enemy  nnlesfc  the  ignorant,**  eaid  the 
OMAified  Doi^r ;  ineifii^,  bowoveiv^  remark  under 
tbo  Latin  Toraon,  and  stepiMiig  apart  mto  a  oemer  to 
watch  the  result. 

In  a  muute  or  two  Magdalan  Ormne  entered  tin 
ar--^- — tt  drr?i?rd  afl  wiibaite  dea^ibed  her  at  the 
rcvM,  UirA  %MM,  iier  muffler  thrown  back,  on  aU 
atlMtatioii  0*  dj^ae.    She.v?aa  attended  by  two 

Eai^  of  whosu  paeaanoe  «Aisfdid  net  asera  even  to 
conecious,  and  who  foUowed  Jwr-with  an  nar  of 
einbnrnissmLnt  and  timidity,  wbiob  waa  probably 
owinK  to  ihcir  heUsI  in  ,her,8iiparaaH»el  power, 
coupled  ^^th  ih4>  ^sfiMtp^uoed^by  her  opld  and  ua 
dai  ~ 


_  untpd  deineflnaw.  She  ocmfrottted  dia  Ladv.of 
LocbkvcTi.  Mho  ^«eine^  to endnre  with  kighdiadain 
Uic  foiii!  ^  '  her  au- and  roanmt.     ^ 

.    '\\rLfL.iud>^rj««if'attid4h0l^yfUfterem 
for  a  moment  t»^iw  hir  danrtt^  be#Ke  ahs  adttlMBH 
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ner,  by  the  ttatelr  severity  of  her  look,  "what  was 
that  powder  which  thoii  didst  fnve  to  a  servant  of  this 
houfv^  by  name  Jn^ivr  Dryfcsdale,  that  he  might 
work  out  with  it  some  alow  and  secret  vengeance  1 — 
Confess  its  nature  and  properties,  or,  by  the  honour 
of  DouginB,  I  give  theo  tofirc  and  stake  before  the  sun 
is  lowor !" 

"Alas!"  said  Ma^alcn  Gnrme  in  reply,  "and 
when  became  a  Douglas  or  a  Douglas's  man  so  un- 
furniflh<Kl  of  his  means  of  revenge,  that  ho  should 
sct^k  tlum  at  the  hands  of  a  poor  and  solitary  woman  ? 
The  towers  in  which  your  captives  pine  away  into 
impitiod  graves,  yet  stand  fast  on  their  foundations-7- 
ihe  crimes  wrought  in  them  have  not  yet  burst  their 
vaults  asunder— your  men  have  still  their  crossbows, 
pistolcts,  and  dagi?erar-whvneed  you  seek  to  herbs  or 
charms  fur  the  execution  of  your  revenges  T* 

"Hear  me,  foul  has,"  said  the  Lady  of  Lockleven, 
— "  but  what  avails  si)t»aking  to  thee  7— Bring  Dryfea- 
dale  hither,  and  let  them  be  confrontc*!  together. 

"  Yn\i  may  spare  vour  retainers  the  labour,"  replied 
MairdaU'n  firrn^mc.  I  came  not  here  to  be  confronted 
with  a  base  groom,  nor  to  answer  the  interrogatories 
of  James's  heretical  leman— I  came  to  speak  with  the 
Qm^T  of  Scotland— Givf^  plai-e  thrTc!" 

And  wliili;  thf  Ladyof  Loclileven  stood  confounded 
at  herK'ldni'^s,  and  at  the  reproach  she  had  cast  upon 
herselt;  i^agdah'n  finemc  strode  past  her  into  the 
bedchamh-r  of  the  Clue«;n,  and,  knei.-fing  on  the  floor, 
made  a  saU'tation  as  it*,  in  the  Oriental  fashion,  she 
meant  to  toich  the  earth  with  her  forehead. 

"Hail,  Princess !"  shesaid,"  hail,  daughter  of  many 
a  king,  but  /^-accd  above  them  all  in  that  thou  art 
called  to  suffer  for  the  true  fsiith  .'—hail  to  thee,  the 
pure  gold  of  whv^se  crown  has  been  tried  in  the  seven- 
times  heated  furnace  of  affliction— hear  the  comfort 
which  Go<i  and  Our  Ladv  send  tiiee  by  the  mouth  of 
thy  unworthy  servant.— But  first"— and  stooping  her 
head  she  cri>s8i^  herself  repjeatediy,  and,  still  upon 
hff  knees,  appeared  to  be  rapidly  reciting  some  form- 
ula of  devotion. 

"Seize  her.  and  drag  her  to  the  massy-more!— To 
the  deepest  dungeon  with  the  sorceress,  whose  mas- 
ter, the  Devil,  could  alone  have  inspired  her  with 
boldness  enough  to  insult  the  mother  of  Douglas  in 
his  own  castle !" 

^hus  spoke  the  incensed  Lady  of  Lochleven,  but 
the  physician  presumed  to  interpose. 

"  1  pray  of  you,  honourwl  madam,  she  be  permitted 
to  take  her  course  without  internqition.  Peradvonture 
we  shall  learn  something  concerninj'  the  nostrum  she 
harh  ventured,  contrary  to  law  and  the  niles  of  art,  to 
adhibit  to  these  ladies,  through  the  medium  of  the 
steward  Dryfesdale." 

"  For  a  fool  "  replied  the  Ladv  of  Lochleven,  "thou 
hast  counselled  wisely— I  will 'bridle  my  resentment 
till  their  conference  be  over." 

"  God  forbid,  honoured  lady,"  said  Doctor  I^nndin, 
"that  you  should  suppress  it  longer— nothing  may 
more  endang'T  the  frame  of  jrour  honoured  body;  and 
tnilv,  if  there  be  witchcraft  in  this  matter,  it  is  held 
by  the  vulgar,  and  even  by  solid  authors  on  Demono- 
logy,  that  three  scruples  of  the  ashes  of  the  witch, 
when  she  hath  been  well  and  carefully  burnt  at  a 
Ptake,  is  a  i^aiid  Catholicon  in  such  matter,  even  as 
they  prescribe  rrtTi I «  eanis  rabidly  a  hair  of  the  dog 
that  bit  the  patient,  in  cases  of  hydrophobia.  I  war- 
rant neither  treatment,  being  out  of  the  regular  prac- 
tice of  the  schools ;  but,  in  the  present  case,  them  can 
be  little  harm  in  trying  the  conclusion  upon  this  old 
necromancer  and  quacksalver-:^/  experimenhtm 
(as  we  say)  in  corpore  rilL" 

"Peace,  fool!"  said  the  Lady,  "she  is  about  to 
speak." 

At  that  moment  Magdalen  Greemo  arose  from  h^ 
knees,  and  turned  her  countenance  on  the  Queen,  at 
the  same  time  advancing  her  foot,  extending  her  arm, 
and  assuming  the  mic>n  and  attitude  of  a  Sibyl  in 
frenzy  As  her  gray  hair  floated  back  from  beneath 
her  coif;  and  her  eye  gleamed  Are  from  under  its  shaggy 
eyebrow,  the  elFect  of  hcrojcpressive  though  emaciaiea 
feature^  was  heighteniHi  by  an  enthu.<qasm  approach- 
insf  to  insanity,  and  her  appearance  stnick  with  awe 
dJ'  who  were  present.   H^  eyes  for  a  time  glanced 


wildly  around,  as  if  seeking  for  something  to  aid  her  fai 
collecting  hcT  powers  of  expression,  and  her  lips  had 
a  nervous  and  quivering  motion,  as  thosi*  of  one  who 
would  fain  ."ipt'aK,  yet  rejects  as  inadequate  the  word* 
which  present  themselves.  Mary  herself  caught  the 
infection  as  if  by  a  sort  of  matmetic  influeticc,  and 
raising  herself  from  her  bed,  without  being  able  to 
withdraw  her  e\Ts  from  those  of  Magdalen,  waited  as 
if  for  the  orade'of  a  Pythoness.  She  waiteu'not  long; 
for  no  si>onerhad  the  enthusiast  collected  herself,  than 
her  gaze  became  intensely  stt-ady,  her  features  assum* 
rd  a  determined  energy,  and  when  she  began  to  siieak, 
the  words  flowed  from  her  with  a  profuse  fluencv, 
which  might  have  passed  for  inspiration,  and  which, 
perhaps,  she  herself  mistook  for  such.  ♦ 

"Arise,"  she  said,  "Uuwn  of  France  and  of  F.ng- 
Rind !  Arise,  lioness  »)f  Scotland,  and  be  notdismayM. 
though  the  nets  of  the  hunters  have  encircled  thee  I 
Stoop  not  to  fei^n  with  the  false  ones,  whom  thou 
shah  soon  meet  m  the  field.  The  issue  of  battle  is 
with  the  God  of  armies,  but  by  battle  thy  cause  shall 
be  tried.  Lay  aside,  then,  the  arts  of  lower  mortals, 
and  assume  those  which  become  a  Queen !  True  de- 
fender of  the  only  true  faiih,  the  armor>'  of  heaven  ia 
open  to  thee  I  Faithful  daughter  of  the  Church,  take 
tnp  keys  of  St.  Peter,  to  bfnd  and  to  loose  I— Royal 
Princess  oi  the  land,  take  the  sword  of  St.  Paul,  to 
smite  and  to  shear !  There  is  darkness  in  thy  destinyj 
—but  not  in  these  towers,  not  under  the  rule  of  theor 
haughty  mistress,  shall  that  destiny  be  closed— In 
other  lands  the  lioness  may  crouch  to  the  power  of  the 
tigress,  but  not  in  her  own— not  in  Scotland  shall  the 
Queen  of  Scotland  long  remain  captive—nor  is  the 
fate  of  the  royal  Stewart  in  the  hands  of  the  traitor 
Douglas.  Let  the  lady  of  Lochleven  double  her  boite 
and  deepen  her  dungeons,  they  shall  not  retain  thee — 
each  element  shall  give  thee  its  assistance  ere  thou 
shalt  continue  captive— the  land  shall  lend  its  earth- 
quakes, the  water  its  waves,  the  air  its  tempests,  the 
nre  its  devouring  flames,  to  desolate  this  house,  rather 
than  it  shall  continue  the  place  of  thy  captivity.— 
Hear  this  and  tremble,  all  ye  who  flght  against  the 
light,  for  she  says  it,  to  whom  it  hath  been  assured !" 

S're  was  silent,  and  the  astonished  physician  said. 
"If  there  was  ever  an  Entn^umertf,  or  mssesscd 
Demoniac,  in  our  days,  there  is  a  devil  speaking  with 
that  woman's  tongue !" 

"  Practice,"  saia  the  Lady  of  Lochleven,  recovering 
her  sunmse ;  "here  is  all  practice  and  imposture— To 
the  dungeon  with  her!" 

"Ladv  of  Lochleven,"  said  Mary,  arising  from  her 
bed,  and  coming  forward  with  her  wonted  dignity, 
"ere  you  make  arrest  on  ony  one  in  our  presence^ 
hear  me  but  one  word.  I  have  done  >-ou  some  wrong 
I  believed  you  privy  to  the  murderous  purpose  of  your 
vassal,  and  I  deceived  you  in  suffering  you  to  believe 
it  had  taken  effect.  '  I  did  you  wrong,  Lady  of  Loch- 
leven, for  I  perceive  your  purpose  to  aid  me  was  sin- 
cere. We  tasted  not  of  the  liquid,  nor  are  we  now 
sick,  save  that  we  languish  for  our  freedom." 

"  It  is  avowed  like  Mary  of  Scotland,"  said  Mag^ 
dalen  Gneme;  "and  know,  besides,  that  had  the 
Queen  drained  the  draught  to  the  dregii,  it  was  barm- 
less  as  the  water  from  a  sainted  sprine.  Trow  ye^ 
proud  woman."  she  added,  addressing  herself  to  tlie 
Lady  of  Lochleven,  "  that  1— I— would  have  been  the 
wretch  to  put  poison  in  the  hands  of  a  ser\'ant  or  vas- 
sal of  the  house  of  Lochleven,  knowing  whom  that 
house  contained?  as  soon  would  I  have  furnished 
drug  to  slay  ray  own  daughter!" 

"Am  I  thus  bearded  in  mine  own  castle  7"  said  the 
Lady^  "to  the  dungeon  with  her!— she  shall  abye 
what  IS  due  to  the  vender  of  poisons  and  practiscr  of 
witchcrafts." 

"  Yet  hear  me  for  an  instant,  Lady  of  Lochleven," 
said  Mary ;  "  and  do  you,"  to  Magdalen,  "  be  silent 
at  my  command.— Your  steward,  lady,  has  by  confes- 
sion attempted  my  life,  and  those  of  my  housdioki, 
and  this  woman  hath  done  her  L>est  to  save  them,  by 
furnishing  him  with  what  was  harmless,  in  place  of 
the  fatal  drugs  which  he.  expected.  MoxI\vv\Va  V\!tjaF- 
pose  \o  \'ov\  Wv  ^  Ivivt  *i^cVw\\?*iN'«Vws.Y%«\  Ws^^s*^ 

i  \o  God,  aivd  \o  \v»  coxx'aicvMW^^'fe^  >i~6X  ^vi>^  ^-^^v* 
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g'ye  tlie  boldness  of  this  woman  in  your  presence}  I  part;  but  Magdalen  Grxnic,  collectiug  hLrseif,  waf 
r  we  tnist  you  do  nut  hold  it  as  a  crime,  that  she  i  nl^oui  to  renly,  when  the  Uiiceti  inicrpojc^XH  sayin:^ 
substituted  an  inuoccnt  beverage  fur  the  mortal  poi- 1  ''Good  moiner,  we  iicuriily  liiank  you  for  your  un- 


son  which  was  to  have  drenched  our  cup." 
'  Heaven  forefcnd,  madum,"  said  the  Lady, 


'that 


feigned  zeal  towards  our  ptrston,  r.nd  pray  >uu,  a^uui 
Uepce-wonian,  that  you  ubi^tain  from  w hut vv^r  ii.ay 


I  should  account  that  a  crime  which  saved  the  house  |  lead  you  into  personal  danger;   oud,  furihtr,  ii  isuur 

of  Douj^las  from  a  foul  breach  of  honour  and  hospi-    will  that  you  depart  without  n  word  of  furihtT  ( urlty 

tality!  \Ve  have  written  to  our  son  touching  our  vas- 

sal's  delict,  and  he  mubt  abide  his  doom,  wiiich  will 

most  likely  be  death.    Touching  this  woman,  her 

trade  is  damnable  by  Scripture,  and  is  mortally  pim- 

ibhed  by  the  wise  laws  of  our  ancestry  — she  also 

ntttat   n\t\Ao  llor  Anrkttt  " 


must  abide  her  doom. 
.  "And  have  I  then,"  said  the  Queen,  *'no  claim  on 
the  house  of  Lochleven  for  the  wrong  I  nave  ao  nearly 
suHLfL-d  within  their  walls  ?  I  ask  but  in  requital,  the 
life  of  a  frail  and  aged  woman,  whose  brain,  as  your- 
self may  judge,  seems  somewhat  affecteti  by  years 
and  suflenng.'' 

*'lf  the  Lady  Mary,"  replied  the  inflexible  Lady  of 
Lochleven,  '  hath  been  menaced  uith  wrong  in  the 
house  of  Douglas,  it  mav  be  regarded  as  <^ime  com- 
pensation, that  her  complots  have  cost  that  house  the 
«xile  of  a' valued  son." 

"Plead  no  more  for  me,  mv  gracious  Sovereign," 
said  Magdalen  Grieme,  "nor  abase  yourself  to  a&k  sft 
much  as  a  gray  hair  of  my  head  at  her  hands.  I 
knew  the  risk  at  which  I  6i*rved  my  Church  and  my 
Queen,  and  was  ever  prompt  to  pny  my  poor  lite  as 
the  ransom.  It  is  a  comfort  to  think,  that  in  slaying 
nie,  or  in  restraining  my  freedom,  or  even  in  injuring 
that  single  fcny  hair,  the  house,  whose  honour  she 
Doasts  so  highly,  will  have  filled  up  the  measure  of 
their  shame  oy  the  breach  of  their  solemn  written 
assurance  of  safety."— And  taking  from  her  bosom  a 
papiT,  slie  lianded  it  to  the  Queen. 

It  is  a  solemn  assurance  of  safety  in  life  and 
limb,"  said  Queen  Mary,  "  with  space  to  come  and 

t>,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Chamberlain  of 
inross,  grantiii  to  Magdalen  (xneme,  commonly 
^  culled  3Iother  Nicneven,  in  consideration  of  her  con- 
senting to  put  herself,  for  the  space  of  twenty-four 
hours,  if  required,  within  the  iron  gate  of  tlic  Castle 
of  Lochleven." 

"  Knave !"  sakl  the  Lady,  turning  to  the  chamber- 
lain, "how  dared  >x>u  grant  her  such  a  protection  7" 

"It  was  by  your  Ladyship's ordens  transmitteii  by 
Randal,  as  he  can  bear  witness,"  replied  Doctor  Lun- 
din ;  "  nay,  I  am  only  like  the  phormacopolist,  who 
comi^ounds  the  drugs  after  the  order  ol  tlie  mcdi- 
ciner." 

"  I  remember— I  remember,"  answered  the  Lady ; 
"but  I  meant  the  assurapee  only  to  be  used  in  case, 
by  residing  in  another  Jurisdiction,  she  could  not  have 
5>een  appieliended  under  our  warrant." 

"Nevertheless,"  said  the  Queen,  "the  Lady  of 
Lochleven  is  bound  by  the  actidn  of  her  deputy  in 
granting  the  assurance." 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  Lady,  "  the  house  of  Dou- 
glas have  never  oroken  their  safe-conduct,  and  never 
will— too  deeply  did  thty  suffer  by  such  a  breach  of 
trust,  exercised  on  themselves,  when  your  Gnice's  an- 
cestor, the  second  James,  in  defiance  of  the  rights 
of  hospitality,  and  of  his  own  written  ossurnnce  of 
safety,  poniairded  the  brave  Earl  of  Douglas  with  his 
own  hand,  and  witiiin  two  yards  of  the  social  board, 
at  which  he  hadiust  before  sat  tho  King  of  Scotlaml's 
honoiurcd  guest. 

"Methinks,"  said  the  Queen,  carelessly,  "in  con- 
sideration of  so  very  recent  and  enoniious  a  tragedy, 
which  I  think  only  chanccxl  some  six-score  years 
agr}ne,  the  Douglasses  should  have  shown  themselves 
les!<  tenacious  of  the  company  of  their  sovereigns, 
thrin  vou,  Ludy  of  Lochleven,  seem  to  be  of  mine." 

"  f^l  llandal,"  baid  the  Lady,  "  take  the  hng  back 
to  Kinross,  and  set  her  at  full  lilierty,  discharging 
her  from  our  boun<i8  in  future,  on  peril  of  her  head.— 
And  lot  your  wiwioni,"  to  the  C!hamberlain,  "ketp 
her  company.  And  fear  not  for  your  character, 
thnufih  I  ffcml^  you  m  such  company ;  for,  ffninung 


with  anyone  in  this  castle.  For  thy  present  gucniun, 
lake  this  small  reliquary— it  was  given  to  u>  livour 
uncle  the  Cardinal,  and  hath  hail  ihe  U  iRuicUQ  gf 
the  Holy  Father  himself ;— and  now  depart  m  pi ac^ 
and  in  silence.— For  you,  kuriied  sir,"  eoniinucd  ine 
Queen,  advancing  to  the  Doctor,  \v  ho  made  his  i;,\er- 
ence  in  a  manner  doubly  ciiibarrai>!>Mi,  by  tLc  uuc  vA 
the  Queen's  presence,  which  made  liini  ftar  to  do  loo 
little,  and  by  the  apprehension  of  hic>  ludyV  d.fi>!ft4- 
sure,  in  ease  he  should  chance  to  do  too  much.— *' for 
you,  learned  sir,  as  it  was  not  your  fault,  though  surhly 
our  own  good  fortune,  that  we  did  not  need  yuur  .^kjii  tl 
this  time,  it  would  not  Ik  come  us,  howi\er  c«rcLm 
stanced,  to  suffer  our  leech  to  kuvv  u»  wit&oui  &ueh 
guerdon  as  wo  can  offtr." 

With  these  words,  and  with  tJie  grace  which  never 
forsook  lier,  though,  in  the  present  case,  there  tiii,;(ui 
hirk  under  it  a  little  giutle  ridicule,  she  otTend  a  i-ii.ail 
embroidered  purse  to  tlie  Chamberlain,  wlui,  wiih  vx- 
tended  hand  and  arched  back,  his  learned  face  «too^- 
ing  untU  a  physiognomist  mi>;ht  have  praehc^i  ma 
metofMiscopical  science*  upon  it,  as  seen  from  U  u.:id 
betwixt  his  gamhadot  s,  w  as  about  to  accept  uf  lus 
professional  recompense  offtretl  bv  so  fair  as  well  ui 
illustrious  a  hand.  But  the  Laay  interp<jsi^  a:id, 
regaiding  the  Chamberlain,  said  aloud,  "  No  ^servant 
of  our  house,  without  instantly  relinquishiuj^  that 
character,  and  incurring  withal  our  higliest  di>p!i  a- 
sure,  shall  dare  receive  any  gratuity  at  the  hand  of  tU 
Lady  Mary." 

fSadlv  and  slowly  the  Chamberlain  raised  his  6c- 
)re8sea  stature  into  the  perpendicular  aiti:;ide,  anj 
eft  the  apartment  dciectedly,  fullowe-d  by  Mag>.alcn 
Gnrme,  after,  with  niute  but  exiirtssivc  gisture,  frlw 
had  kissed  the  reliquary  with  which  tlieUutin  hEid 
prrsentcd  her,  and  raising  her  elabpid  haiiu&  aiiu 
uplifted  eyes  towards  Heaven,  had  seLmt\l  lo  «n- 
treat  a  benediction  upon  the  royal  dame.  As  sLl  lift 
the  castle,  and  went  towards  they  quay  where  tlx 
boat  lay,  Roland  Gncme,  anxious  to  comniuuicate 
with  her  if  possible,  threw  hims4.1f  in  her  way.  and 
might  have  succeeded  in  exchanging  a  few  words 
witn  her,  as  she  was  guarded  only  by  the  drjeried 
Chamberlain  and  his  halberdiers,  but  she  feeciiicv  :•) 
have  taken,  in  its  most  strict  and  literal  accipufjoo. 
the  command  to  be  silent  which  she  had  rtceivtd 
from  the  Queen:  for,  to  the  repiatid  signs  of  her 
grandson,  she  only  replied  by  laymg  her  fingt  r  on  her 
up.  Dr.  Lundin.was  not  so  reserveil.  Regret  fur  the 
handsome  gratuity,  and  for  the  compulsory  task  of 
self-denial  imposed  on  him,  had  grieved  the  s(>int  uf 
that  worthy  officer  and  learnt^  inodicincr— "F.vin 
thus,  my  fnend,"  said  he,  squeezing  the  page's  baud 
as  he  bade  him  farewell,  "is  merit  rewaraiul  I  rame 
to  cure  this  unhappy  lady— and  I  profess  she  wtll  <ic- 
serves  the  trouble,  tor,  say  what  they  will  of  her.  eht 
hath  a  most  winuing  manner,  a  sweet  voice,  a  gn* 
cious  smile,  and  a  most  majestic  w*ave  of  lu-r  b^^na. 
If  she  was  not  poisoned,  say.  my  dear  Master  Rol.tiuL 
was  that  fault  of  mine,  I  being  ready  to  cure  hi-r  if 
she  had  ?— and  now  I  am  denied  the  pt*imis<iun  u> 
occcpt  my  welUametl  honorarium — O  Gakn.'  0 
Hippocrate-s !  is  the  graduate's  cap  and  doctor'^ star- 
let brought  to  this  pass!  Fnutra/atigumuM  rtKiuliii 
fEgroaV 

He  wiped  his  evrs,  stepped  on  the  gimwale,  and 
the  boat  pushed  oH'from  the  shore,  and  went  mini.) 
across  the  lake,  which  was  dimpled  by  the  suuiiKr 
wind.* 

*  A  ronMneer,  to  um  a  Hrottiili  nhnw.  wanti  bvt  a  hair  t<i 
mako  a  tethar  of.  Tlie  wluile  detail  of  fha  ati'warii'f  a4ii<k4 
cofUfiirary  a^iowt  tbe  lifc  of  Mary,  u  fruuniiv*!  u^hih  an  rk,irt4- 
nion  in  one  of  lier  iclterit, «  hich  amnii».  mat  Jajii»  r  Pr)  \*U.X.K 


her  to  be  a  WIU%  \l  would  be  a  waste  ol  IdgpXa  lo  .^^,^^-x\\\wft\H>^^\»«A««rh«.hare  m  tH-  Queen  «  wcap^i 
bunt  you  /or  a  wiza nl. "  ,    \  m>A  vretw^i  Vaax va  ^«\^  '^jwjx  «.  ^a^t  ui  Marr '•  o «  o  !■** 

Tho  creatfallcn  Chamberlain  was  piepaimii  lo  Ae-\-ciiku^M:%Lvj«i«I  ^^l«.ute^,xv^.  „  v^v 
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CHAPTER  XXXIIL 

Dtftth  distant  l>No.  alu  f  he'i  «v«r  with  tM, 
And  ahakea  tbe  dart  at  as  in  all  our  actinci  t 
Re  lurks  within  our  cup,  while  we're  in  healtti  j 
Bits  bf/our  sick-bed,  mocks  our  medicines 
—  »cahnof 


»! 


.  .jnnot  walk,  or  sit,  or  ride,  or  travel, 
t  Death  is  bj  to  aeixe  ns  when  he  lisU. 

The  Spamlik  Wafker. 

FaoM  tbe  aatating  scene  in  the  Queen's  pres^M^ 
diamber,  the  Lady  of  Locbleven  retreated  to  her  own 
apartment^  and  ordered  the  steward  to  be  called  befi>re 
her. 

••  Have  they  not  disarmed  tbee,  Dryfesdale?"  she 
■aid,  on  seeing  him  enter,  accoutred,  as  usual,  with 
•word  and  aacger. 

"No!"  rephedtheoldman;  " how  should  they 7— 
Tour  ladyship,  when  you  coramanded  me  to  ward, 
aaid  naught  of  laying  down  my  arms;  and,  I  think, 
•one  of  your  menials,  without  your  oitier,  or  your 
•on's,  dare  approach  Jasper  Dryfesdale  for  such  a 
t>urp08e.~ShaIl  I  now  give  up  my  sword  to  vou7— 
A  is  worth  little  now,  for  it  has  fought  for  your  house 
^^it  is  worn  down  to  old  iron,  like  the  pantWa  old 
ehuming  knife." 

,  *' You  have  attempted  a  deadly  crime— poison  un- 
ler  trust." 

"  Under  trust  ?— hem !— I  know  not  what  your  lady- 
ship thinks  of  it,  but  the  world  without  thinks  the  trust 
#ra8  given  you  even  for  that  very  end ;  and  you  would 
save  bepn  well  off  had  it  been  so  ended  as  I  proposed, 
and  you  neither  the  worse  nor  the  wiser." 

"  Wretch  I"  exclaimed  the  Lady,  "  and  fool  as  well 
as  villain,  who  could  not  even  execute  the  crime  he 
had  planned !" 

"I  bid  as  fair  for  it  as  man  could,"  replied  Dry- 
fesdale ;  "  I  went  to  a  woman—a  witch  and  a  papipt 
—If  I  found  not  poison,  it  was  because  it  was  other- 
wise predestined.  I  tried  fair  for  it ;  but  the  half-done 
{ob  mav  be  clouted,  if  you  will." 

"Villain  I  I  am  even  now  about  to  send  off  an  ex- 
press mesaen^r  to  my  son,  to  take  order  how  thou 
ahouldst  be  disposed  ot  Prepare  thyself  for  death,  if 
thou  canst" 

"  He  that  k)oks  on  death,  Lady,"  answered  Dfvfes- 
dalej  "as  that  which  he  mav  not  shun,  and  which 
pas  Its  own  fixed  and  certain  hour,  is  ever  prepared  for 
It  He  that  is  hanged  in  Blay  will  eat  no  fUumes*  in 
midsummer-so  them  is  the  moan  made  for  the  old 
serving-man.  But  whom,  phiy  I,  send  you  on  so  fiur 
an  errand  V  * 

"  There  will  be  no  lack  of  messengers,"  answered 
his  mistress.  . 

"By  ray  hand,  but  there  will,"  replied  the  old  man  \ 
**your  casde  is  but  poorly  manned,  considering  the 
watches  that  you  must  keep,  having  this  charge- 
There  is  the  warder,  and  two  others,  whom  yoo  dis- 
carded for  tampering  with  Master  George ;  than  for 
the  warder's  tower,  the  bailie,  the  donjon— five  men 
mount  each  guard,  and  the  rest  must  sleep  for  the 
most  part  in  their  dotaes.  To  send  away  another 
man,  were  to  harass  the  sentinels  to  death-^unthrifty 
misuse  for  a  householdL  To  take  in  new  soldidv 
were  dangerotis,  the  charge  reauiring  tried  men.  I 
see  but  one  thing  for  it— I  will  do  your  errand  to  Sir 
William  Douglas  myseUl" 

'*  That  were  indeed  a  resource  h-And  on  what  day 
within  twenty  years  wduld  it  bedonel"  said  the  Lady. 

"Even  with  the  speed  of  man  and  hsirse,"  said 
Uryfesdale;  "for  though  I  care  not  much  about  the 
latter  days  of  an  old  serving-man's  life,  yet  I  wonM 
like  to  know  as  soon  mav  be,  whether  my  neck  is 
nine  own  or  the  hangman's." 
.  "Holdest  thoa  thy  own  life  so  iighdyr'  said  the 
Lady. 

"Else  I  had  recked  more  of  that  of  others,"  said 
|he  predestinarian.— "  What  is  death  1— it  is  but  ceas- 
ing to  live— And  what  is  living?— a  wearv  return  af 
light  and  darkness,  sleeping  and  waking;  being  hun* 
gered  and  eating.  Tour  dead  man  needs  neather 
candle  nor  can,  neither  fire  nor  feather-bed ;  and  the 
Joiner's  chest  serves  him  for  an  eternal  frieze-jerkin." 

"  Wretched  man !  believest  thou  not  that  after  death 

mes  the  judgment  1" 

'*  Lady*    answered  Dryfosdale^  "  as  my  mistress,  I 


may  not  dispute  your  words ;  but,  as  spiritually  speak- 
ing, you  are  still  but  a,  burner  of  bricks  in  ^orpt. 
Ignorant  of  the  fieedom  of  the  saints  ?  for,  as  was  well 
shown  to  me  by  that  gifted  man,  Nicolaus  SchoBtTer- 
bacb,  who  was  martyred  by  the  bloody  Bishop  of 
Munster,  he  cannot  sm  who  doth  but  execute  ^t 
which  is  predestined,  since" 

"  Silence !"  saki  the  Ladv,  interrupting  him,—"  An- 
swer me  not  with  thy  bold  and  presumptuous  blas- 
phemy, but  hear  me.  Thou  hast  been  long  tbe  servant 
of  our  house" .  ' 

"  The  bom  servant  of  the  Douglas— they  have  had 
the  best  of  me— I  served  them  since  I  left  Lockerbie  : 
I  was  then  ten  years  old,  and  you  may  soon  add  the 
mrsescore  to  it" 

"Thy  foul  attempt  has  miscarried,  so  thou  art 
guilty  only  in  intention.  It  were  a  deserved  deed  to 
bang  thee  on  the  warder's  tower ;  and  yet,  in  thy  pre- 
sent mind,  it  were  but  giving  a  soul  to  Satan.  I  take 
thine  offer,  then— Go  nenoe— here  is  my  packet— I 
will  add  to  it  but  a  line,  to  desire  him  to  send  me  a 
fkithfiil  servant  or  two  to  complete  the  garrison.  Let 
my  son  deal  with  you  as  he  will.  If  thou  art  wise, 
thou  wilt  make  for  Lockerbie  so  soon  as  thy  foot 
touches  dry  land,  and  let  the  packet  find  another 
bearer ;  at  all  ra^  look  it  miscarries  not" 

"  Nay,  madam,"  replied  be—"  I  was  bom,  as  I  said, 
the  Douglases  servant,  and  I  will  be  no  corbie-mos- 
seneer  m  mine  old  age— yoiur  message  to  your  son 
shall  be  done  as  truly  by  me  as  if  it  concerned  another 
man's  neck.    I  take  my  leave  of  vour  honour." 

The  Lady  issued  her  commands,  and  the  old  man 
was  ferried  over  to  the  shore,  to  proceed  on  his  ex- 
traordinary pilgrimage.  It  is  necessary  the  reader 
should  accompany  hiro  on  his  jouroey,  which  Provi- 
dence had  detemnned  should  not  be  of  long  duration. 

On  arriving  at  the  vilUge,  the  steward,  although  his 
disgrace  had  transpved,  was  readily  accomrnodated 
with  a  horse,  by  the  Chamberlain's  authority ;  and 
the  roads  bdng  oy  no  means  esteemed  safe,  he  asso- 
ciated himself  with  Aochtermuchty,  the  common 
carrier,  in  order  to  travel  in  his  company  to  Edinburgh. 

The  worthy  wagoner,  according  to  the  established 
custom  of  all  carriers,  stage-coachmen,  and  other 
persons  in  such  public  authonty,  from  theeariiest  days 
to  the  present,  never  wanted  good  reasons  for  stop- 
ping upon  the  road,  as  often  as  he  would ;  and  the 
pbice  which  had  most  captivation  for  him  as  a  resting- 
pUee  was  a  chai^e-house,  as  it  was  termed,  not  very 
distant  from  ^  rcMantic  dell,  well  known  by  the  name 
of  Keirie  Craifjfs.  Attractk>ns  of  a  kind  very  different 
from  those  which  arrested  the  prog;ress  of  John  .-luch- 
termuchty  and  his  wains,  still  contmue  to  hover  round 
tUfl' romantic  spot,  and  none  has  visited  its  vicinity 
withouta  desire  to  remajn  fong  and  to  retiun  soon. 

Arrived  near  his  favourite  Am^  not  all  the  au- 
thority of  Dryfesdale  (mndi  dimimshed  indeed  by  the 
ramours  of  his  disgrace)  could  prevail  on  the  carrier, 
obstinate  as  the  bmtes  which  he  drove,  to  pass  on 
without  his  accustomed  halt,  for  #hich  the  distance 
he  had  travelled  furnished  little  or  no  pretence.  •  Old 
Kelde,  the  landlord,  who  hte  bestowed  his  name  on 
a  bridge  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  quondam  dwell- 
ing, received  the  carrier  with  his  usiial  festive  cor- 
diality, and  adjourned  with  him  into  the  hoiise,  under 
pretence  of  important  business,  which,  I  believe,  con- 
sisted in  theur  emptying  together  a  mutchkin  stoup  of 
usquebaugh.  While  the  worthy  host  and  his  guest 
ware  thus  employed,  the  discarded  steward,  with  a 
double  portion  of  moroeenees  in  his  gesture  and  look, 
walked  discontentedly  into  the  kitchen  of  tbe  place, 
which  was  occupied  but  by  one  guest    The  stranger 


:ht  figare,  scarce  above  thcage  of  boyhood. 

le  dress  of  a  page,  but  beainng  an  air  of 

haughty  aristocratic  boldness  and  even  msolence  in 


his  Took  and  manner,  diat  might  have  made  Dryfe.<i 
dale  conclude  he  had  pretensions  to  superior  rank, 
had  not  his  experience  taught  him  how  freauen^Iy 
these  airs  of  superiority  were  assumed  by  the  domes- 
tics and  military  retaineraof  the  Scottish  nobiUty.— 
"The  pilgrim's  rooming  to  you,  oU  sir,"  said  the 
youth ;  "  you  come,  as  I  think,  from  Locbleven  Castle 
—What  news  of  our  bonny  Queen  ?— a  fairer  dov« 
was  noTer  pent  up  in  ao  wretch^  a  dove<v>t " 
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"  They  that  ipeaJL  of  Loehiem,  and  ttflliQM  whom 
hs  walls  contain,  answered  Diyfeadale.  **  speak  of 
what  concerns  the  Douglas ;  ana  they  woo  speak  of 
what  concerns  the  Douglas,  do  it  at  their  peril." 

'*  Do  you  speak  from  fear  of  theuL  old  man,  or 
would  vou  make  a  quarrel  for  them  '^— I  should  have 
deemea  your  age  might  have  oooled  your  blood." 

"  Never,  while  there  are  empty-pated  ooxoombs  at 
each  comer  to  keep  it  warm." 

"  The  sight  of  thy  gray  h^  keeps  mine  cold,"  said 
the  boy,  wno  had  risen  up  and  now  sat  down  again. 

"  It  IS  well  for  thee,  or  I  had  cooled  it  with  this 
holly-rod,"  replied  the  steward.  "  I  think  thou  be'st 
one  of  those  swashbucklers,  who  brawl  in  al^hoosee 
and  taverns;  and  who,  ii  words  wen  pikes,  and 
oaths  were  Andrew  Ferraras,  woilld  soon  place  the 
religion  of  Babvlon  in  the  land  onoe  more,  and  the 
woman  of  Moab  unon  the  throne." 

"  Now,  by  Saint  Bennet  of  Sey  ton,"  said  the  youth, 
"  I  will  strike  thee  on  the  fkee,  thou  £>ul-mouthed  old 
railing  heretic  1" 

"Saint  Bennet  of  Seyton!"  eclv>ed  the  steward; 
"a  proper  warrant  is  Saint  Bonnet's,  and  for  a  pro- 
per nest  of  wolf-birds  Uke  the  Sey  tons !— I  will  arrest 
thee  as  a  traitor  to  King  James  and  the  good  Regent. 

^Ho !  John  Auchtermuchty,  raise  aid  against  the 

King's  traitor  1" 

So  sEiyin:?.  he  bid  hi?  liiutd  on  (he  youth's  ooDar, 
and  (irtiiiv  Ills  swor<f.  John  Aiichiermueat^  Iniokfia 
in,  hKi%  &»ing  the  nnkcd  wt^tipori,  ran  faster  out  than 
h»  entered,  Kekiti,  the  Landlofi  dtood  by  and  htl^rod 
neiiher  pimr,  auly  ofciaimin*!.  G^rjiiemeti  I  gtiritlD- 
jnca  I  for  the  love  of  Hcavtn  I''  and  so  fonh.    A 


flt?icrinined  grrapp^  drew  his  daj^ger,  nnd,  with  the 
^eod  oi*ti5!btt  deaU  him  ibree  wownds  in  ibt'  breast 
and  body,  the  Ien*t  of  which  was  mortal.  Tho  old 
ijuin  sunk  on  tbe  ground  with  a  de«p  Rroan*  and  the 
huat  w[  tip  a  ptleous  tutcUmfttioa  of  sufpriise. 

'*P*?flcit,  ye  bawling  hound  f   said   tho  woundr^ 


nee,  ye 


si.ifh 


jsiewurd  f  are  d^iKl^r-stabs  and  dv'njg  men, 
Tiirities  in  Si'otian^C  that  you  should  cry  zs  if  the 
house  were  fjililn^l— Yoitih,  1  do  not  forgire  thee,  fur 
tjiene  ii  n might  betwixt  ne  to  forgive.  Thou  haat  done 
what  I  have  done  to  tnore  thmi  otif— And  I  AU^fer 
what  I  have  tftvn  them  suffer— ii  was  nU  ordain^  to 
be  thus  and  not  olht;rwi»e*  But  iL  thou  would et  do 
me  nght>  thou  wih  send  thia  pa4let  safely  to  the 
hands  of  Sir  William  of  Duiii^las:  ^md  st>e  thnt  my 
memory  Barter  not,  as  if  1  viouid  bava  loitered  on 
mine  eiranci  for  fear  of  my  Uftf/* 

The  youths  who^  passion  had  gubeided  th«  instanC 
hp  httd  dune  the  deed,  iistened  with  svmpathy  and 
atlentioa  when  another  pt^rson.  mufHtd  in  hia  cloak, 
wintered  ttie  apaitm«pt,  and  ej^daimcd— ''  Good  CEod! 
Dr)'fesdal&  and  expiring  1" 

Ay,  and  Dryf^aaslo  would  thaiheha<J  beendrad," 
answi^mi  tho  woiwided  man,  "rather  thon  (hat  his 
cars  had  baud  the  words  oi  the  only  Douglas  timt 
ever  was  false— but  yet  it  is  betier  as  ft  is.  Good  my 
murderer,  and  the  rest  qf  yoii.  stand  back  a  tittle,  and 
let  me  speak  with'  th)S  unhappy  apostate. — ^Kneel 
down  by  me.  Master  George— You  have  heard  that  I 
failed  in  my  attempt  to  take  away  that  Moabitish 
stumbling-block  and  her  retinue— I  gave  them  that 
which  I  Uiought  would  have  removodTthe  temptation 
out  of  thy  path— and  this,  though  I  had  other  reasons 
to  show  to  thy  mother  and  others,  I  did  chiefly  pur* 
pose  for  love  of  thee." 

"For  the  love  of  me,  base  poisoner  1"  answered 
Douglas,  "  wouldst  thou  have  committed  so  honri- 
bie,  80  unprovoked  a  murder,  and  mentioned  my  name 
with  it  r 

"And  wherefore  not,  Geofge  of  Douglas T'  an- 
swernd  Drvfesdale.  "  Breath  is  now  scarce  with  me^ 
but  I  would  spend  my  last  gasp  on  this  argument 
Hast  thou  not^  despite  the  honour  thou  owest  to  thy 
parents,  the  faith  that  is  due  to  ihy  religion,  the  truth 
that  is  due  to  thy  King,  been  sooarriM  away  by  the 
charms  of  this  beautiful  sorceress,  that  thou  wouldst 
nave  helped  her  to  escape  from  her  prison-house,  and 
lent  her  thine  arm  a^^  to  ascend  the  throne,  whkfa 


she  had  made  a  plaee  of  abomfaiation  ?— Nay,  stir 
not  from  me— my  hand,  though  fiist  stifiemng,  has 
yet  force  enough  to  hold  thee— What  dost  ^oa  aim, 
at— to  wed  this  witch  of  Scotland  1—1  warrant  thee, 
thou  mayst  succeed— her  heart  and  hand  ^ve  been 
oft  won  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  thou,  foolmat  thou 
art,  would  think  think  thyself  happy  to  pay.  But, 
ahould  a  servant  of  thy  falhsf's  bouse  nave  seen 
thee  embrace  the  fate  of  the  idiot  Damley,  or  of  tho 
idllai.n.Bothwell— the  fate  of  the  murdered  fool,  or  of 
the  living  pirate— while  an  ounce  of  ratabane  woidd 
have  saved  thee  9" 

"Tlimk  on  God,  Dryfeedale,"  said  George  Dooglaa 

and  I'  .ive  th*»  uiicrancc"  of  tfaoiM?  horrore— H<T:pnl  if 
thou  c  ''  nm,  at  U^nai  he  siltint. — Sejion^  aid  mo 

to  SOI  -  dymf?  wrelch,  that  bo  may  compcjaa 

himse  :  I  r  thoudita,  if  it  bcpOBsihIe- 

,  "  Sty :  I  n  I J  El  ne  vvt:re{i  iht'  dying  man  j  **  Stryfon  1  la 
It  by  n  Ntyton'a  hand  that  I  fall  at  Jast  ?— There  is 
something  of  mnhu lion  ni  that— einw?  the  house  bad 
nigh  lutiL  ft  eiste^r  by  my  deed."'  Filing  hia  fading 
eyes  on  tho  youth,  he  added,  '*  Ho  hath  bcr  s^jy  fea- 
tures tiii'l  tifiwnci'!— Stoop  down,  youtK  artd  \h  mm 
see  thi  1.  t  fofltr-I  would  knaw  thm  when  we  tneet  in 
yonder  viorld,  for  hijmicides  wiJI  herd  togpthCT  thA%, 
and  I  have  been  one,"  He  pulled  S«ylon*p  Tnce.  in 
spite  of  Borrjc  resist  ant*,  cloftt  to  hia  own,  lookod  at 
him  fbroHly,  and  addH,  "Thou  hnst  }H*;^m  yotjng 
— thy  eun^-T  ^vill  hr' !!•    ^:^  '  i'^      ■.   '-  ■•   nsf-'t 

with,  and  that  aiuiu-  a,  ^vuuh  ih»ii*i.  u^vor  (l..^^v«»  laet 
was  watered  with  an  old  man  s  blood.— Yet  why 
blame  I  thee  1  Strange  turns  of  fate,"  hemutteredi 
ceasing  to  address  Seyton,  "  I  designed  what  I  could 
not  do,  and  he  has  done  what  he  did  not  perchanco 
deaign.— Wondrous,  .that  our  will  should  ever  opposa 
itsttf  to  the  strong  and  uncontrollable  tide  of  destiny 
^that  we  should  strive  with  the  stream  when  wo 
might  drift  with  the  current  f  My  brain  will  serve 
me  to  question  it  no  farther— I  would  Sohoefferback 
were  here— yet  why"?— I  am  on  a  course  which  the 
vessel  ean  hold  without  a  pilot.— Farewell  Geom  of 
Douglas— I  die  true  to  thy  father's  house."  He  fellinto 
oonvttisionfl  at  these  words,  and  shortly  after  expuned. 

Seyton  and  Douglas  stood  boking  on  the  aying 
maiL  and  when  the  aosne  was  elosed.  the  former  was 
the  nrst  to  speak.  "-As  I  live,  Douglaa,  I  meant  not 
this,  and  am  soiry;  bat  he  laid  hands  on  roe,  and 
compelled  me  to  defend  my  freedom,  as  I  beet  might 
with  my  dagger.  If  he  were  ten  times  thy  friend  ana 
follower,  I  can  but  aay  that  I  am  sony*" 

"  I  blame  thee  not,  Seyton,"  saidDouglM,  **  thougii 
I  lament  the  chance.  There  is  an  ovemiling  destiny 
above  ua,  though  not  in  the  sense  in  wnieh  it  was 
viewed  by  that  wretched  man,  who,  beguiled  by  some 
foreign  mystago||UB,  used  the  awful  word  as  the  ready 
apology  for  whatever  he  chose  to  do— we  must  exa- 
mine the  packet." 

They  withdrew  mto  an  inner  room^  and  remained 
deep  in  consultation,  until  they  were  disturbed  by  the 
entrance  of  Keltic^  who,  with  an  embarrassed  coun- 
tenance, asked  Master  George  Douglas's  pleasure  ' 
respecting  the  disposal  of  the  oody.  ^*  Your  honour 
knows,"  he  added,  "  that  I  make  my  bread  by  living 
men,  not  by  dead  corpses ;  and  old  Mr.  Dryfesdale^ 
who  was  but  a  sorry  customer  while  he  was  aliv& 
occupieB  my  pubhc  room  now  that  -he  is  deceased,  and 
can  neither  call  for  ale  nor  brandy."  ^ 

*'Tie  a  stone  round  his  nedi,"  said  Seyton,  '*and 
when  the  sun  is  down,  have  him  to  the  Loch  of  Ore, 
heave  him  in,  and  let  him  alone  for  Ending  out  the 
bottom.'* 

"Under  your  fovonr,  sir,*'  said  Goorgs  Dou^asi 
"it  shall  not  be  so.— Kelde,  thou  art  a  true  fellow  to 
me,  and  thy  havmg  been  so  shall  advantage  thee. 
Send  or  take  the  body  to  the  chapel  at  Scotlsod's 
Wall,  or  to  the  church  of  BaUingty,  and  tell  what 
tale  thou  wilt  of  his  having  follen  m  a  brawl  widi 
some  unruly  guests  of  thine.  Auchtermuchty  knows 
naught  else,  nor  are  the  times  so  peaoefkl  as  to  adnut 
close  looking  into  such  acoounts.^' 

"Nay,  let  him  toll  the  tnitlL''  said  Seyton,  •*bo  (ar 
as  it  harms  not  our  scheme.— Say  that  Henry  Seyton 
met  with  him,  my  good  Mow;  I  cars  not  a  brass 
boddleforthefeud.'^ 
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"Aftiid  with  the  Doi^iilas  was  ew  to  be  leared, 
iMwever,"  said  George^  displeasure  jyiingHng  withhn 
Batural  deep  gravity  of  manner. 

**  Not  when  the  beet  of  the  name  is  on  my  stde,^ 
replied  Seyton.  ^    .' 

^*  Alas!  Henry,  if  thon  meanest  me.  I  am  hot  half 
a  Douglas  in  this  emphze>-half  head,  naif  heart,  And 
half  hand.->But  I  will  think  on  one  who  can  never  be 
forgotten,  and  be  all,  or  more,  than  any  of  my  ances- 
tors was  ever.— Keltic,  say  it  was  Henrv  Seyton  did 
^  deed ;  but  beware,  not  a  word  of  me !— Let  Auch- 
termuchty  carry  thb  packet"  (which  he  had  resealed 
with  his  own  signet)  "  to  my  father  at  Edinburgh  ; 
and  here  is  to  pay  for  the  foneral  expenses,  and  thy 
loss  of  custom. 

*'  And  the  washing  of  the  floor,"  said  ^  landlord, 
"which  will  be  an  extraordinary  job ;  for  blood,  thpy 
sav,  will  scarcely  ever  cleanse  out." 

''Bat  as  for  your  plan,"  said  Qecfge  of  Douglas, 
addressing  Seyton,  as  if  in  continuation  of  what  they 
had  been  before  treating  o^  *'  it  has  a  good  face ;  bu^ 
imder  vpur  favour,  you  are  yourself  too  hot  and  too 
young.  Oesides  other  reasons  which  are  much  against 
yourpfcaying  the  part  youpropose." 

"  We  willconmdt  the  Father  Abbot  up9n  it ''  said 
the  youth.    "  Do  you  ride  to  Kinross  to-night  T' 

"Ay— so  I  purpose"  answered  Douglas;  "the 
night  will  be  dork,  and  suits  a  muffled  man.*— Keltie, 
I  torfQOt,  there  should  be  a  stone  laid  on  that  man's 
grave,  recordmg  his  name,  and  his  only  merit,  which 
was  being  a  faithful  servant  to  the  D|bglas." 

"What  religion  was  the  man  of T*  said  Seyton  j 
"  he  used  worcla  which  made  me  fear  I  have  sent  Sa- 
tan a  subject  before  his  time." 

"  I  can  tell  you  little  of  that,"  said  George  Douglas ; 
**he  was  noted  for  disliking  both  Rxmie  and  Geneva, 
and  spoke  of  lights  he  had  learned  among  the  fierce 
sectariesof  Lower  Oermanv'— an  evil  doctrine  it  was, 
if  we  judge  by  the  fruits.  God  keep  us  from  presump- 
tuously judfftng  of  Heaven' s  secrets !" 

"  Amen  r  said  (he  joung  Seyton,  ^*  and  from  meet- 
ing any  encounter  this  evening." 

^It  is  not  thy  wont  to  pray  so,"  said  George  Dou- 
i^ 

**NoI  I  leave  that  to  you,"  replied  die  youth, 
'*  when  vou  are  seized  i^ith  scruples  of  engaging  with 
your  father's  vassals.  But  I  would  fain  have  this  old 
man's  blood  off  these  hands  of  mine  ere  I  shed  more 
—I  will  confess  to  the  Abbot  to-night,  and  I  trust  to 
have  light  penance  for  ridding  the  earth  of  such  a 
miscreant  All  I  sorrow  for  is,  that  he  was  not  a 
•oofe  of  years  srounser— He  drew  steel  first,  however, 
that  IB  one  comfort" 
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Ay,  P8drD.-C«ine  yvm  bofe  with  mjitkiiiiil  taatarot 
Ladder  of  ropoii  «nd  oUicgr  moootlune  tools— 
Whf,  yoangf  ter^  thou  mayat  cheat  the  old  duenna. 
Flatter  the  waittnf> woman,  bribe  the  valet ; 
Bat  know,  thall  her  father  play  the  rrTphon. 
TaoMlefa  and  aleepleaa,  proof  to  thud  or  bribe, 
And  ffuard  the  hidden  neaawe  of  herbeantjr. 

Thb  tenor  of  our  tale  carries  us  back  to  the  Castle 
of  Lochleven,  where  we  take  up  the  order  of  events 
on  the  same  remarkable  day  on  which  Dryfesdale  had 
been  dismissed  fhmi  the  casde.  It  was  past  noon,  the 
usual  hour  of  dinner,  yet  no  prepaiations  seemed  made 
for  die  Queen's  entertainment  Mary  herself  bad 
retired  into  her  own  apartment,  where  she  was  closely 
engaged  in  writing.  Her  atteiidants  were  together  in 
the  preeence-cnamber,  and  much  disposed  to  specu- 
late on  the  delay  of  the  dinner:  for  it  may  be  recol- 
lected that  their  breakfast  had  been  interrupted.  '^I 
believe  in  my  conscience,"  sakl  the  page,  '*  that  hav- 
ing found  the  poisoning  scheme  miscarry,  byiiaving 
gone  to  the  wrong  merchant  for  their  deadly  wares, 

*GeneraIlja  diagaiaed  manj  origiBalljone  who  weara  the 
doak  or  ipanUe  matfled  roond  the  lower  part  of  Uie  fboe  to 


eoneeal  hia  oountenanoe.  I  have  on  an  aocient  nieoe  of  iron 
the  leyieaeutation  of  a  robber  thus  accoutred,  eodeavourinf  to 
make  hia  way  into  a  houae,  and  oppoaed  by  a  nuistifll  to  whom 
be  in  vian  otfcra  food.  The  motto  ii  Sparnit  dona  Jules.  It  ia 
^•n  of  a  flra^grate  aaid  tabs's  belonged  to  Archbiabop  8han»k 


they  are  u*iw  iboul  to  tiy  how  fisuxmie  will  work 

Lady  Fleming  wss  somewhat  alarmed  at  this  sur- 
miw,  but  eoniforrofJ  herself  by  observing,  that  the 
chimney  of  ihu  kiichin  had  reeked  that  whole  day  in 
a  manner  wliich  contradicted  the  supposition.— 
Cflthcrrne  Saj^n  pnteentlr  ezdaimed,  They  virero 
benring  the(ii><ht'd  across  the  court,  marshallea  bytiie 
Lady  LcpcliIevGn  hLT^^l^  dressed  out  in  her  highest 
and  BtiiTestfTjfrt  wUh  lierpartlet  and  sleeves  of  cypnis, 
and  her  hugu  old^fjoHhioned  farthiiunde  of  cnmson 
vdvet." 

"i  heliere  on  my  word,"  said  the  page,  aporoach- 
ijig  iht5  window  alfiOj  "it  was  m  that  very  farthingale 
thwt  j^be  i^apiivnted  rhe  heart  of  gentle  Kmg  Jamie, 
whir'h  procured  our  poor  Queen  her  precious  bargain 
of  a  brotKer/' 

.  "Thsr  tnjiy  hnrdly  be,  Master  Roland,"  answered 
the  Lndy  FleniitiSt  ^'''ho  was  a  great  recorder  of  the 
chatiites  of  fashion,  "  since  the  farthingales  came  first 
in  wfien  ibe  Clm^n  R^ent  went  to  Sflunt  Andrews, 
after  ih?  hat  tie  of  pinkie,  and  were  then  called  Vertu- 
gTrdinsf'^' 

She  would  have  proceeded  farther  in  this  important 
d  iacLjssion,  but  wus  i  aterrupted  by  the  entrance  of  the 
LRth  ejf  Locbft  vcn,  w  ho  preceded  the  servants  bearing 
the  difllies,  and  forrjinlljroischaiiged  die  duty  of  tasting 
each  of  tliem,  L?i^iy  Fleming  regretted,  in  courtly 
phrase,  that  the  LthIv  of  Lochieven  should  have  un-* 
dertakeij  ao  trm)bk-iK?me  an  office: 

"  After  the  etmngie  incident  of  this  day,  madam," 
Bnid  rbe  Lndy%  **\t  is  necessary  for  my  honour  and 
tliat  o!  my  son,  ihut  I  partake  whatever  is  offered  to 
TWY  involuntary  guest.  Please  to  inform  the  Lady 
Man'  thnt  I  flttiAid  her  commands." 

"  Her  Mftj^sty/*  replied  Lady  Fleming,  with  due 
tmphfifh  «>n  ihe  word.  "  shall  be  mformed  that  the 
Loth'  Lochleven  waits." 

j^urj'  fippf^arod  in''iandy,and  addressed  her  hostess 
wiih  count  ffy,  whif  h  even  approached  to  something 
Tfiitte  CO rdin L  "  Th i ^  iS  nobly  done,  Lady  Lochleven," 
fihe  snid;  "for  ikou^  we  ourselves  apprehend  no 
danger  und^r  your  T^ofy  our  ladies  have  been  much 
alnrrned  by  ttns  Tnon  ling's  chance,  and  our  meal  will 
ho  the  more  chi^rfuS  tor  your  presence  and  assurance. 
Pluaiiij  yon  to  nit  down." 

The  Lady  T/^  'i  /en  obejred  the  Queen's  com" 
mnmJQ,  Rn[t !'  -rformed  the  office  of  carver  and 

acTendam  u^  But.  notwithstanding  what  the 

Qnetm  had  pain^  \np  meal  was  silem  and  unsocial; 
and  every  efibrt  ^\  Inch  Maiy  made  to  excite  some 
t'onveiAiiiont  difd  ji way  under  the  solemn  and  chill 
n-phf'S  uf  thf  Lndy  I  ^f  Lochleven.  At  length  it  be- 
njimc  p^ain  iha(  thr  Clneen,  who  had  considered  these 
nd  van  res  as  a  conJi  scension  on  her  part,  and  who 
piqut^d  her3t?lf  j\i«t]y  on  her  powers  ot  pleasing,  be- 
cain(<  ofl^'Tided  at  the  repulsive  conduct  of  her  hostess. 
j\Jur  looking''  wiili  a  rtignificant  glance  at  Lady  Flem* 
ing  snd  Catherine^  fIic  slightly  shrugged  her  shoul- 
dcres  nnd  rcmaini>d  silent,  A  pause  ensued,  at  the  end 
at  which  the  Liidy  Douglas  spoke :—"  I  perceive, 
madam,  I  am  a  nh&ck  on  the  murth  of  this  fair  com- 
pany. I  pray  you  to  excuse  me— I  am  a  widow- - 
fit  one  hf?re  in  a  moj^t  perilous  charge— deserted  by  my 
izrandson— betmyt d  hy  my  servant— I  am  little  wor- 
thy of  ihe  ^rncr  yo>\  do  me  in* offering  me  a  seat  at 
your  tablf,  v  i    im  aware  that  wit  and  pastime 

eirt'  u^ally  >  \  rom  the  guests." 

*'  If  ihe  ! . ^1 ;  ,  1  even  is  serious,"  said  the  Queen, 
"  we  wtindeT  by  whrii  simohcity  she  eipects  our  pre- 
Bfnt  tncais  lo  be  t^iisonea  with  mirth.  If  she  is  a 
widow,  fhe  fivf'«3  Imiioured  and  uncontrolled,  at  the 
head  of  her  Ira  rr  1 1 1 1  <^S;ind's  household.  But  I  know  at 
Jea^t  ot  cinf"  wid<  u^d  woman  in  the  world,  befoiB 
whom  the  v^ .  '  srtion  and  betrayal  ought  never 
to  bti  iiKiii  (I  e  no  one  has  been  made  so  bh 

trtl^  iit^aifs,  their  import" 

'*I  meant  l\<h,  ni^iiam,  to  remind  youof  yotir  mis- 
foritjne?,  hy  the  lunw  ion  of  mine,"  answered  the  Lady 
l^wUhvuu.  and  then  was  aniin  adeep  oleuce. 

yiikry  ukniii'n  :idure8sed  Lady  Fleming.  "Wecau 
erjinmit  no  d  .s.ly  ^.is  here,  ma  bound.  Where  wears 
so  well  warded  mui  looked  to;  but  if  we  could,  this 
,  Carthusian  mi*iac^  might  be  use&l  as  a  kind  of  pen- 
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If  thon  hsit  a^jtitted  my  wimple  aiiiiM»  ray 

.lomin;;,  or  if  Catherine  hath  made  a  wry  stitch  in 
her  broidery,  when  she  was  thinking  of  something 
else  tJian  her  work,  or  if  Roland  Grsme  hath  missed 
a  wild-duck  on  the  win^  and  broke  a  quarrel-pane* 
of  glass  in  the  turret  window,  as  chanced  to  him  a 
week  since,  now  is  the  time  to  think  on  your  sins  and 
to  repent  of  them." 

"  Madam,  I  speak  with  all  reverence,"  said  the  Lady 
Lochleven ;  "  but  I  an\old,  and  claim  the  privilege  of 
age.  Methinks  your  followers  might  find  fitter  sub- 
iects  for  repentance  than  the  trifles  you  mention,  and 
80  mention— once  more,  I  crave  your  pardon— as  if  i 
you  Jested  with  sin  and  repentance  both."  .    | 

"  You  have  been  our  taster.  Lady  Lochleven,"  said 
the  Queen,  "  I  perceive  you  would  eke  out  your  duty 
with  that  of  our  Father  Confessor— and  since  you 

choose  thut  our  con *-on  should  be  serious,  may 

I  ask  you  why  thi  i  *s promise— since  your  son 

feO  iiyles  hjmef^li— fM<>^  i"-t  been  kept  to  me  in  that 
feapectl  Vmrn  uim:  lo  ticne  this  promise  has  been 
reoei  w<^  nrielaiiCMnfliunEJy  broken.  Methinks  those 
who  jjft^iifnd  thiiii9i!]vLfi  Eo  so  much  gravity  and  sanc- 
tity, i*iiouJ(i  uot  deh&t  itmn  others  the  leligiouB  soc- 
couis  which  tin  if  rr.iri>fi^  i  ices  require." 

**MmUi{i^  ■  .    I  Murray  was  indeed  weak 

€j)ou^ii,''  iiai  i  ^chleven.  "to  give  so  far 

way  to  your  unuaDpjr  prejudices,  and  a  religioner  of 
the  Pope  presented  nimself  on  his  part  at  our  town  of 
Kinross.  But  the  Douglas  is  Lord  of  his  own  castle^ 
and  will  not  permit  his  threshold  to  be  darkened,  no, 
not  for  a  single  moment,  by  an  emissary  belonging  to 
the  Bishop  of  Rome." 

"  Methinks  it  were  well,  then,"  said  Mary,  "  that 
roy  Lord  Regent  would  send  me  where  there  is  less 
scruple  and  more  charity." 

"In  this,  madam,"  answered  the  Lady  Lochleven, 
**^ou  mistake  the  nature  both  of  charity  antdof  reli- 
gion. Charity  eiyeth  to  those  who  are  in  delirium  tht 
medicaments  which  may  avail  their  health,  but  refuses 
those  enticing  cates  and  liquors  which  please  the 
palate,  but  augment  the  disease." 

"  This  your  charity,  Lady  Lochleven,  is  pure  crudty, 
under  the  hypocritical  disguise, of  fnenoly  care.  1 
am  oppressed  amongst  you  as  if  you  meant  the  de- 
Btrucuou  both  of  my  body  and  soul ;  but  Heaven 
will  not  endure  such  iniquity  for  ever,  and  they  who 
are  the  roost  active  agents  in  it  may  speedily  expect 
their  reward." 

At  this  moment  Randal  entered  the  apartment,  with 
a  look  so  much  perturbed,  that  the  Lady  Fleming 
uttered  a  faint  scream,  the  Queen  was  obviously  start- 
led, and  the  Lady  of  Lochleven,  though  too  bold  and 
proud  lo  evince  any  marked  signs  of  alarm,  asked 
nsstily  what  was  the  matter? 

"  Dryfesdale  has  bden  slain,  madam,"  was  the  reply, 
"  murdered  as  soon  as  he  gained  the  dry  land  by  young 
Master  Henry  Seyton.^' 

It  was  now  Catherine's  turn  to  start  and  grow  pale— 
"  Has  the  murderer  of  the  Douglas's  vassal  escaped  7" 
was  the  Lady's  hasty  question. 

"There  was  none  to  challenge  him  but  old  Eeltie, 
and  the  carrier  Auchtermuchty,"  replied  Randal; 
"  unlikelv  men  to  stay  one  of  the  frackestt  youths  in 
Scotland  of  his  vears,  and  who  was  sure  to  have 
friends  and  partakers  at  no  great  distance." 

"  Was  the  deed  completed  7"  said  the  Lady. 
'Done,  and  done  thoroughly,"  said  Randal;  "& 
Seyton  seldom  strikes  twice— But  the  body  was  not 
dcspoUed,  and  your  honour's  packet  goes  fprward  to 
Edinburgh  by  Auchtermuchty,  who  leaves  Keltie- 
Bridge  early  to-morrow— many^  he  has  drunk  twu 
bottles  of  aquavitae  to  put  the  lii^t  out  of  his  head, 
oifd  now  sleeps  them  on  bewle  his  csrt-a vers." t 

There  was  a  pause  when  this  fatal  tale  was  told. 
Th^  Queen  and  Lady  Douglas  looked  on  each  other, 
as  if  each  thought  now  she  could  best  turn  the  uici- 
dent  to  her  own  advantage  in  the  controversy,  which 
%va8  continually  kept  alive  betwixt  them— Catherms 
8eyton  kept  her  kerchief  at  her  eyes,  and  wepL 

*  Oiamond-flhaped  ;  literallf,  fonned  Wu  ths  head  of  a  MWf- 
m,  or  arrow  for  ttia  ctomImw. 
»  Boldcat-moat  forward. 
I  Oart-tunaej. 


"  Y<m  see.  madam,  lb«bloo^iDaxiiTi4  oiid  |»ra?lic« 
oflhe  dJud«d  papists/'  said  Lsdf  Loctilfivi-ti, 

"  Nay.  madam,  n^ljed  ihe  Qnwei^  ''  say  lalha  jNMt 
Fee  the  utM^erVHl  Judgment  of  Heaven  lQ;»ia  A  Qdm« 
jdijcal  poison  I]  r.  — 

*'  Dnliadnb  was  not  of  tha  Charcb  of  (I<a«v*,  or 
of  Scjjtland,''  s^i^  \hp  hidy  Lochiev^n,  hisuly« 

"  Hl'  was  ti  liereUCr  huwi^vcr,"  rajliedMBrv  i  ihm 
h  but  onf  tnte  aad  unt:TTiiig  guide;  tiiit  tfllMtr*  Ma 
alike  into  trrror*" 

"  WftL  tnadum,  I  trust  it  will  reeonote  joa  Ip  m^ 
T^.tTtiiU  thai  ibi&m'^  :^iO¥iM  the  tcr nipi'r of  ihosc  moot 
ij:i;;iii  wiih  y.iu  at  Jiberty.  Hloodthirity  (vr^nta,  and 
Lrik  I  lEiun-qutlkrs  arc  ihey  aU^  from  tlie  Clan-RsAiala 
uud  Claii'TimaL^lj  in  tbts  ncirih,  to  the  FeaniliOTl  i]|a 
Dueciirud)  in  the  nuih-Hhe  mm^dmng  SqrtoDa  m 
tljjt'  (?a*t,  and"— 

"  Mt'tlMdka,  tijsdaoi.  yaufurgct  that  f  am  n  StjiimT*. 
smil  Cuthf^nnt^  withdrawing  hur  kcnliitf  imtn  h<# 
fuc*:,  wliitli  was  now  eybuTL^  with  iadi^aikiiw 

''in  hfld  forgot  it,  fuir  mienTcoa^  rour  fom  ard  t 
urn  would  have  reminded  iju^"  min  Lndy  U^1«i« 

^ir  niy  brother  has  slain  the  lillaln  thai  wd 
hnve  po»Borw<i  hi<  Sover^d^iu  ^nd  hi*  siiiei,'*  i 
Cathorifu\  '*1  am  only  bo  far  sorty  thai  he  »1il_._ 
huvti  sfi>n.nii  thi'  hai^^imsiii  kia jpToi^r  m&k-  Foraiiglit 
fiirdirr.  had  it  bc^^n  the  be«t  Dtm^ii^  ii^  iUt  taod,  hm 
woLit<i  huve  Win  bowourod  in  iailmK  by  iht  ^cyto^^A 

''Farewell^  gay  niistress^'^  said  the  J^idfot  Locb- 
Itvcii^  rising  titewithdmw ;  "it  i^  such  maidcais  ai 
vou»  who  niakefidrly-fiiLiiUoned  r^vdltrs  nnd  $kMifl|r 
brawli  rs»  Boys  must  irhhIs  ri«&  fiiriHKit^  m  tM 
tiTv^cc  of  FK>iiic  ?p rightly  domsdl,  who  ihinki  to  dlttOi 
mi^iigh  liTti  as  thmuj^h  a  tVftneh  pTkllianl*'  6m 
rhun  made  her  rcverf^ur^  to  the  Quc^n^  ond  adou 
"  Do  you  aliio,  nmiJ&iii,  fare  you  wi-ll^  tjll  cuiMf 
tinw;  whtn  I  will  tniik*,  jieri^hfmce,  iii«o  bold  uom 
wvUome  in  mt landing  ur>on  Vuuf  cuppc^r-boaid. — ^ 
Conio  witii  iiit^  Raodul,  and  If^tl  me  mxiw  of  thiA 
cruel  fatL" 

"'Tia  an  t^iraordinnry  rhancci"  sJiid  the  dueem 
when  sh'j  had  dipiiHi-^J;  "and.  viUalEi  as  be  w«a^  I 
Wiiuld  thi^  miyi  had  bt^i.'n  spai^  tone  for  K-pentsnc«L 
\Vu  wiU  eauso  samciJuiig  lo  be  dooL'  f^n:  his  iCHiL  It 
we  over  attttin  our  hbertKi  and  ihc  Chkircli  will  permit 
iiuch  atace  lo  a  heretic— But,  leU  mUi  Cstheritt*^ 
ma  Mtjpwnne—ibhhroihct  of  t\ih\Ct  who  k  ap/racL 
58  tht  idlow  called  him,  bears  ho  the  same  wytidfitfli 
likeiicsf^  to  thtc  as  foruierly  T* 

*'lf  ^'our  Grace  mcuua  m  temper,  yoD  know  wh^ 
tb^  1  am  mfrnck  aa  Uit  &er\in#;-man  spoke  U^" 

"Nay,  thou  art  nrtimtt  tnou^  in  ill  FanseiimbW 
cunscicticv,"  n^pUm  ibtj  Queen  j  *'But  dwu  an  mf 
uwn  dariijii^  notwithstanding— But  I  mtnnt,  i»  this 
chy  Ewiii-bmLher  as  like  ihee  in  form  ami  fcstuf^  as 
fomitiriy  7  I  rt-^mcmbcT  thy  dear  luotlicr  aliegiwl  it  as 
a  R'aeon  for  deetinm^  thtc  to  l^ie  veil,  thal^  w«r«  yil 
both  logo  ot  l&rm  tnou  wouldst  mtdv  gti  the  CTedit 
uf  ^me  of  thy  bpfjlhtr'fl  mad  pranks," 

"  I  iK'lii-'ve,  mndam."  said  Cathencfi,  **  tbtte  aif 
somo  unusually  siinpic  i>eople  e^tn  yat,  who  oeiri 
hartily  distini^uish  bc-twisl  Ufij  etptriolly  wtcn,  Ibr 
(livtrsion^a  soke,  my  brrnhtr  haih  la  ken  a  femaJij 
dn'fa/'— und,  a»  E^hc  spke^  bbe  £av«  a  qiiidi  ^ai>c4 
at  Kjolftud  Gra^ne,  la  wlKim  this  con vctaajion  «fjnve^* 
i^d  a  ra>  of  light,  welcome  as  ever  siiwimcd  into  Ihf 
duiigLi'^iof  a  tap  live  tbrougb  the  dtjor  whkh  u|i<iiivD 
lu  give  him  fRcdum* 

^Hc!  miibi  h0  a  handsotiie  cavalier  tlua  bmiKct  &f 
thiiiei  if  hi^  t'e  so  Uke  you,*'  rajiUed  Mary.  *'  H^  «n4 
ill  France,  I  think,  fuf  th<rae  kte  ycaiA,  so  :bftt  I  mvf 
him  noi  at  Hol)T4j<jd/' 

''  His  \0'jk^  itmdam,  hare  never  bo^^P  iTuich  hmni 
fault  with/'  answend  Cathcmie  Stvlonj  "!*ui  I 
would  lie  had  It^aa  (jf  dial  angry  Bli3  hciirfy  epinl 
wljiih  dvlI  times  havo  encouragaJ  atnc^igEit  our 
youjJK  iii>b|c«.  God  ktiowa^  I  grudgK  not  IlIm  tife  lA 
yuur  Grace's  quarrd;  aiid  leivc  him  for  tjit  ui[hii«» 
tie«s  with  which  hi'  labotrra  for  your  ri*i:uc,  Bui 
whtr^rurti  sbotild  he  brawl  wiib  du  old  nilTiJijdf 
6«rvini;irmn»  anij  &iaiu  ni  <Ki<^t-  hii*  unmo  with  ^iidn  i 
hnnl,  a.nd  hb  hand^  v^uh  iht  blood  *>(  ati  old  lUlJ 
igiioble  wietch  If* ,  „^^^  ^^  ^_,  ^  J^  1  ^  # 
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*  **  Naf ,  be  patient,  Catherine ;  I  wiUnot  have  thee  [  "  Nay.  fear  nothing  for  tliat,  ftar  Catltemte,"  an- 
traduce  my  gallant  young  knight.  With  Henry  for  ^wered  the  puK'';  ''I  am  vrdi  able  to  proLeci  nvyac>lt 
tk\y  knight,  and  Roland  Greme  for  my  trusty  squire,    againat  rt^ks  of  that  n&tumJ' 

*"  ■  '  *  "  Thni  is  to  say."  replied  »hc,  "  ihat  yon  would 

fight  wiiti  my  twin-Droiii^r  to  i^how  vour  .necartl  Sm 
ins  eisL^r?  I  have  heard  tha  Queen  ea.Yi  in  her  ead 
Ijoura,  that  man  nre^  in  love  or  in  hnie,  the  most 
rjulfjoh  animals  of  citation  i  and  vour  CBi-elessn<ss  m 
this  matter  louka  very  hkc  it  Bui  bo  not  §b  much 
abosh^— you  art)  no  worse  than  othem,** 

"Vou  do  tiie  injumice,  Catherino."  replitsd  the 
pog^,  "  I  thought  but  of  bem^  threatened  with  a 
a  word*  and  ditTnot  rttnefuber  in  whose  hand  your 
f  aiicy  ha  d  pi  need  i  L  tf  yo  ur  broU  i  er  stood  before  rac, 
with  It  is  drttwii  weapon  in  hi  a  hand,  fio  like  an  be  is 
lo  you  in  word,  person,  and  fnvuur^  hc^  misliL  thcd 
my  life's  blood  ere  1  could  iind  in  my  heajfl  to  ruwtt 


methiniB  1  am  like  a  princess  of  romance,  who  may 
shortly  set  at  defiance  the  dungeons  and  the  weapons 
of  all  wicked  sorcerers.— But  my  head  aches  with  the 
agitanon  of  the  day.  Take  meila  Mer  dta  HiaUrirtB^ 
and  resume  where  we  left  off  on  Wednesday.— Our 
Lady  help  thy  head,  girl,  or  rather  mayshe  help  thy 
heart!— I  asked  thee  for  the  Sea  of  Histories,  ana 
thou  hast  brought  La  Cronighi6(P Amour  T 

Onco  embarfced  upon  the  Sea  of  Histories,  tha 
Queen  continued  her  labours  with  her  needle,  while 
Lady  Flemiiv  and  Catherine  read  to  her  alternately 
for  two  hours. 

As  to  Roland  Grame,  it  is  probable  that  he  con- 
tinued in  secret  intent  upon  the  Chronicle  of  liOve, 
notwithstanding  the  censure  which  the  Queen 
seemed  to  pass  upon  that  branch  of  study.  He  now 
remembered  a  thousand  curcumstances  of  voice  and 
manner,  which,  had  hia  own  prepossession  been  less, 
must  surely  have  discriminated  the  brother  from  the 
abte^ ;  and  he  felt  ashamed,  that,  haying  as  it  were 
by  heart  every  particular  of  Catherine's  gestures, 
words,  and  manners,  he  should  have  thought  her, 
notwithstanding  her  spirits  and  levity,  capable  ox 
assuming  the  bold  step,  loud  tones,  and  forward 
assurance,  which  accorded  well  enough  with  her 
brother's  hasty  and  masculine  character.  He  en- 
deavoured repeatedly  to  catch  a  glance  of  Catherine's 
ey&  that  he  might  judge  how  she  was  disposed  to 
iook  upon  him  since  he  h^d  made  the  discovery,^  but 
he  was  unsuccessful ;  for  Catherine,  when  afie  was 
not  reading  herself  seemed  to  take  so  much.mterest 
in  the  exploits  of  the  Teutonic  knights  against  the 
Heathens  of  £sthonia  and  Lhronia,  that  he  could  not 
surprise  her  eye  even  for  a  second.  But  when,  closing 
the  book,  the  Queen  commanded  their  attendance  in 
the  garden,  Mary,  perhaps  of  set  purpose,  (for  Ro- 
land^ anxiety  coidd  not  escape  so  practised  an  ob- 
server,) afforded  him  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
accosting  his  mistress.  The  Queen  commanded  them 
to  a  litde  distance,  while  she  engaged  Lady  Fleming 
in  a  particular  and  private  conversation ;,  the  subject 
wh^reofj  we  learn  from  another  authority,  to  have 
been  the  comparative  excellence  of  the  high  standing 
ruff  and  the  falling  band.  Roland  must  have  been 
duller  and  more  sheepish  than  ever  was  youthftd 
lover,  if  he  had  not  endeavoured  to  avail  himself  ox 
this  Opportunity. 

"  1  have  been  longing  this  whole  evening  to  ask 
of  you,  fair  Catherine,"  said  the  page,  "  how  foolish 
and  unapprehensive  you  must  mive  thought  me,  in 
being  capable  to  mistake  betwixt  your  brother  and 

"  Tlie  circumstance  does  indeed  little  honour  to 
my  rustic  manners,"  said  Catherine^  "  since  those  of 
a  wild  young  man  were  so  readily  nustaken  for  min& 
But  I  shalfgrow  wiser  in  time;  and  with  that  view 
I  am  determmed  not  to  think  of  your  folUest  but  to 
correct  my  own." 

"  It  will  be  the  lighter  subject  of  meditauon  of  the 
two^*  said  Roland. 

**  1  know  not  that,"  said  Catherine,  very  gravely; 
**  I  fear  wd  have  been  both  unpardonably  rooUsh." 

"  I  have  been  mad,"  said  Roland,  **  unpardonably 
mad.    But  you,  lovely  Catherine" 

**  I,"  said  Catherine,  in  the  same  tone  of  unusoal 
gravity^  "have  too  long  suffered  you  to  use  such 
expressions  towards  me— I  fear  I  can  permit  it  no 
longer,  and  I  blame  myself  for  the  pain  it  may  give 
you." 

*'  And  what  can  have  happened  so  suddenly  to 
change  our  relation  to  eaah  other,  or  alter  with  auch 
sodden  cruel  ty,  your  wholl  deportment  to  the  f 

**I  can  hardly  tell."  replied  Catherine  "  unless  il 
is  that  the  events  or  the  day  have  impressed  on  my 
mind  the  necessity  of  our  observing  more  distance  to 
each  other.  A  chance  simiUr  to  that  which  betrayed 
to  you  t.ie  existence  of  my  brother,  may  make  known 
to  Henry  the  terms  you  nave  used  to  me :  and^  alas  ? 
his  whole  conduct,  as  well  as  his  deed  this  day 
makes  me  "too  Justly  apprehei^ve  of  the  conae- 


liim  lo  his  injurj'-" 

"  Alfte  F^  f^aid  she,  *'  it  ia  not  my  brother  alone.  But 
you  remember  only  the  sin^ar  fircumalance*  m 
which  we  have  met  in  oquality,  and  1  may  aay  in  iu- 
tim  r.cy*  Y  ou  think  not,  t  hal  w  hen  over  I  K-cn  ler  my 
filth tr  s  bouae,  there  ia  a  gulf  between  ua  you  may 
[M3t  pasB,  but  with  peril  of  your  life  ^'our  only  ktin  wn 
relative  is  of  wilt]  nnd  singular  habit^  of  a  nostra 
and  broken  elan*— ihs  rtst  of  your  Unf.nge  uiikiitiwn 
— formve  n;e  that  I  speak  what  U  the  uudcnmbla 
trutlj/' 

''  Love,  TTiy  beautiful  Cathmtie,  deapisea  genealo^ 
gica,"  anawcred  Roland  Grwme. 

"Love  may,  hut  ao  wi)l  not  the  Lord  Soyton, 
rejciintjd  tha  damsel. 

^'  The  Queea,  ttiy  misir^ss  and  mtne^  she  will  inter- 
cede. O I  drive  me  not  from  you  at  the  moment  I 
thought  myself  mott  hnppy  !— and  if  I  shall  aid  her 
deliverancu,  eaid  not  youradf  thai  you  tind  she  wpuld 
beiiomerny  debitors) 

"All  Scotland  wiU  become  yoiu^  dsbtoTs,"  aaid 
Catherine  I  "but  for  the  nclive  e  tract  a  you  raighi 
hopi*  from  our  gratitude,  you  mtist  remenil>er  I  ant 
whuUy  Biib)(*cted  to  my  ifitherj  and  the  poorQiieen 
i^  for  alonW  tune,  nx^frv  likdy  to  be  dt^ptmdent  on  jhe 
I  of  tlie  nohlcfl  of  her  party,  than  poaseaatd  of 


[kaauro  c 

puwer  to  contn^l  ihem/' 
**  Be  it  90,"  replied  Rolopd ; 


'  my  deeds  shull  con- 


Av  I''  said  Co  then  ne,  "  thciti  *poka  the  douifluy 
kniRht  of  romance,  that  will  cut  hia  way  to  the  im- 
pji¥<mwi  princeaa,  ihroujjh  fiend* and  tltry  dragon b  V 
"  But  if  1  can  set  the  trntioess  at  iurge.  and  pro- 
cur!>  JisT  the  freedom  of  her  own  cfioict'''  aaid  tha 
rnue,  'where,  deareat  Catherine,   will  that  choii?* 

"  lleleaso  the  princt\^a  from  durcsaa,  and  fihe  wul 
tell  you,**  sjiid  the  dflniwl  j  and  breaking  oJf  die  con- 
vers.'ttion  ab^uIltiy^  i^he  joined  the  Quetsn  «>  auddetdy, 
that  Mary  exdaunodi  half  aloud— 

"  No  more  tidinj^a  of  evd  irnport^^^io  diaeenaion,  I 
tmet,  in  mv  limited  hou9*^bolJ?''--Tben  lookins  on 
Cut  hen  ne'e  blushing  cUetik.  and  Rtdiwid's  cxpnndod 
brow  and  Alnncin^  i;v*i— "  No^-no,"  she  aaid,  ^1  »oe 
all  ifl  well— 3/n  pcHU  mi^ionne,  goto  tny  apartment 
and  fetch  raedowji— let  ma  fij?y— ay,  fetch  my  poman^ 
dcrbox." 

And  having  ihua  di?posj>d  of  her  attendant  m  tha 
manner  best  qtuilidcd  to  iiiileher  confiiaion,  ti\e  (^ueuii 
added,  speakinc  upnrt  to  J<^jbndj  "  1  flhoidd  nt  leoal 
have  two  gn^te/ul  subiecta  oJ  CJnthcriae  and  you ;  for 
what  &aven;i»^  but  Mary  wuuld  ftiii  true  law  so  will- 
ingly ?"Ay,  you  lay  your  hand  on  your  sword— yoMr 
pirtitt  jlambcT^t  k  ritn  there^Well,  short  time  will 
flhuw  if  all  tlie  good  be  true  that  is  protested  to  us— I 
hear  them  uAi  curftrw  from  Kinroa*.  To  r^ir  clintn* 
bi,r— this  old  dam*; hath  pnjmistjd  to  be  wiiii  uaa^iain 
at  our  evcnittg  meal,  \\aio  it  not  for  the  hoptiof 
SfJeedy  dehveranoe,  lier  preetnce  would  drive  nve  dia- 
trnttf^*     But  1  wili  W  Latiynt." 

"I  profcsB,"  mid  Cnthenn':!,  who  juat  then  entered, 
''  I  would  I  could  be  Mcnr^',  with  all  a  man's  privi- 

•  A  bn*k*»n  cIiiid  wb»  ftite  wJmj  had  xm  t^of  able.l|t  tl;id  mc» 
fdy  fur  Uiuir  ftjod  beliiiWiiai^a,  ^{an  of  yuiklS(«  ;  aod  Hi* 
UdBQiH  Qf  ttwIHJbaUuLble  Laml  w«»  in  lUt  eoamtlw. 
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icRcs  for  onp  momont— I  loni?  to  throw  my  plntc  at !  she  would  never  dream  she  was  posscssdl  of  iht 
that  cuiit"<^rt  of  pridi.'.  and  forninliiv,  and  ill-nature!"  |  wrong.'* 

The  Lady  Klciiiing  rrprirnjindwi  hiT  young  com-  I     "And  the  good  dame,  thank  Heaven^  ie  eomcvhil 
panion  for  this  oxplosion  of  impatience  ;  the;  QuLtjn    blind,"  said  the  Queen  ;  "but  then  for  a  forge,  niT 

bov.  and  the  means  of  labouring  unobserved  . 


laupiitd,  and  tiit-y  wtiit  to  the  prc?senct»-chaml>er, 
wht  re  almost  immediatclv  entered  wippt-r,  and  the 
Lady  of  tlie  cac»lle.    The  Uucrn,  str^mp  in  hur  pru- 


unng  I 

The  armourer's  forge,  at  which.1  ustti  fomeiic.fi 

to  work  with  iiim,  is  the  round  vault  at  the  bottom  of 


dent  re«)lution*s.enflured  hi'rprc!»ence  with  great  for- '  the  turret— he  was  diFmitised  with  the  warder  foi 
liiiide  HnJt^iiiMiiimiry.  until  iierpationrewae  disturbed  i  being  supnosc<l  too  much  attached  to  George  Douglui 
by  a  new  fiirni,  whicii  hud  hitherto  made  no  part  of  I  The  people  are  accustomed  to  Pec  me  busy  then,  and 
the  ciTcmoiiia!  of  the  cnstlc.    When  the  other  at- 1 1  warrant  I  shall  find  some  excuse  that  udl  ;;ai>scti> 

rent  with  them  for  putting  bellows  and  acvil  i« 
work." 

"The  Bcheme  has  a  nromiFing  fare,"  said  th# 
Queen ;  "  about  if,  my  lad,  with  ail  sptiij,  and  biwan 
the  nature  of  your  work  is  not  discovered." 

"Nay,  I  wnll  take  the  liberty  to  draw  iht  bull 
against  chance  visiters,  so  that  I  will  have  time  'J) 
put  away  what  I  am  working  upon,  before  I  ULdo  the 
door." 

"Will  not  that  of  itself  attract  suspicion,  in  ajlace 
where  it  is  so  rurrent  already  T'  said  Catli'.hni-. 

"Not  a  whit,"  replied  Roland;  "Circgury  i he  ar- 
mourer, and  every  good  hammennaii,  liitk^  himstji 
in  when  he  is  about  some  masterpiece  of  cralL  Be* 
sides,  something  must  be  risked." 

"Part  we  then  to-niglit,"  said  the  Quffn,  "and 
God  bless  you,  my  children !— If  Marj's  htr^d  e\£i 
rbes  above  water,  you  shall  all  rise  along  with  ha." 


tendani  had  relirtil,  Ran  da!  entered,  bearing  the  keys 
of  the  casrie  fastened  upon  a  chain,  and,  announc- 
ini?  that  the  watch  was  ^rt,  and  the  gates  locked,  de- 
li v«'rcd  the  keys  with  all  reverence  to  the  Lady  of 
Lof'filevcn. 

The  Queen  and  her  ladies  exchanged  with  each 
other  a  look  of  disa[-poiiitnient,  anger,  and  vexation ; 
and  Mary  said  alouri,  "  We  cannot  regret  the  small- 
n«  !«8  of  our  court,  when  we  see  our  hostess  discharge 
in  person  hj  many  of  its  offices.  In  addition  to  her 
char*:es  of  principal  sii^ward  of  our  household  and 
grand  almonf-r,  she  has  to-nighi  done  duty  as  captain 
of  our  guard." 

"And  will  continue  to  do  so  in  fiituro,  madam," 
an^swered  the  Lady  Lochleven,  with  much  gravity ; 
"the  history  of  Scotland  may  teach  mc  how  ill  the 
dury  is  {xrlonncd,  whirh  is  done  by  an  accreditt-d 
deputv — Wc  have  hc-ard,  madam,  of  favourites  of 
latirdate,  ami  a.s  little  merit,  as  Oliver  Sinclair."* 

"O,  madam,"  replied  the  Qun-n,  "my  father  had 
his  feniulif  as  well  as  his  male  favourites— there  were 
the  Ladies  Sandilands,  and  Olifaunt,t  and  some 
others,  niethink";  but  their  names  cannot  survive  in 
the  nnmor\'  of  so  crave  a  person  as  vou." 

The  Lady  [^ochleven  look«.<l  as  if  she  could  hove 
slain  the  Qmrn  on  the  spot,  but  commanded  her  tem- 
per, and  nnircd  fnmi  the  apartment,  bearing  in  her 
hand  (hepondrroiislninch  of  k»ys. 

"\ow(»o<l  \Hi  praistd  for  that  woman's  youthful 
frailly!"  said  till' Queen      ""    ■    •  -    .    - 


CHAPTER   XXXV. 


It  H  a  time  or  lian^r,  cot  of  rtivej, 
Vlien  churchmen  tuni  tomukciib 


Spenish  refijrr. 


Thb  enterpnse  of  Roland  Grwmc  appc^artd  tu  i«rc'«- 
per.    A  trinlcet  or  tw«),  of  which  the  w«rk  dKl.not 


surpass  the  substance,  (for  the  materials  were  s»lv«f, 
supplied  by  the  Queen,)  were  judiciously  prott  nted  to 

^ those  most  likely  to  b<?  inquisitive  into  the  l.ibours  of 

Had  she  not  that  weak  I  thefoi?^'  and  anvil,  which  they  thus  were  indoctd  to 

rHniii  in  ht  r  charnftrr,  I  mi^dit  waste  my  words  on  I  reckon  profitable  to  others,  and  harmless  in  ii.-*! 


her  in  vain— Bui  that  stain  is  the  ver>'' revi-rse  of 
what  is  said  of  the  witch's  mark — I  can  make  her 
feel  rhere,  though  she  is  otherwise  insensiblrall  over. 
— ihU  how  say  vou,  girls— here  is  a  new  difficulty — 
How  are  these  keys  to  be  come  by?— there  is  no  de- 
ceiving or  bribing  this  dragon,  I  trow." 

"May  I  crave  to  know,''"  said  Roland,  "whether,  if 
your  Grace  were  beyond  the  walls  of  the  castle,  you 
could  find  m/.ans  of  conveyance  to  the  firm  land,  and 
protection  when  you  are  there  ?" 

"Trust  us  ftir  that,  Roland,"  said  the  Queen  :  "for 
to  that  [Htint  our  scheme  is  indilierent  well  laid. 

"Then  if  your  Grace  will  permit  mo  to  speak  my 
mind,  1  think  I  could  be  of  some  use  in  this  matter. 

"As  how,  my  pood  vouih?— speak  on,"  aaki  the 
Queen,  "  and  fearlessly." 

"  My  patron  the  Knight  of  Avenel  used  to  compel 
the  youth  educated  in  his  household  to  learn  the  use 
of  axe  and  hammer,  and  working  in  wood  and 
in)n— he  U8«?d  to  s[>eak  of  old  norihem  champions, 
who  forgHl  their  own  weapons,  and  of  the  Highland 
Captain,  Donald  nan  Ord,  or  Donald  of  the  Hammer, 
whom  he  liimst.'!!'  knew,  and  who  used  to  work  at  the 
anvil  with  a  J?lwl;ro-hamimT  in  earii  hand.  Some  said 
he  praised  this  art,  because  he  was  himself  of  churl's 
blood.  However,  I  gained  some  practice  in  it,  as  the 
Lady  Catherine  Scyton  partly  knows ;  for  since  we 
were  here  I  wnnight  her  a  silver  brooch." 

"  Ay,"  replied  Catherine.  "  but  you  should  tt»ll  her 
Grace  that  your  workmanship  was  so  indifferent  that 
it  broke  :o  pieces  next  day,  and  I  flung  it  away." 

"  Believe  her  not,  Roland,"  said  the  Queen ;  "she 
wept  when  it  was  broker,  and  put  the  fragments  into 
hfcr  bosom.  But  for  your  scheme— could  your  skill 
avail  to  forg«*  a  second  set  of  keys  ?" 

"No,  madam,  because  I  know  not  the  wards.  But 

I  am  conviiK\*il  I  could  make  a  sc!t  so  like  that  hate- . 

fui  hunch  which  the  Lady  bore  off  even  ivw?,  \\itiV \Vrn* from  her  par  ro!«  (/?//ot7?" 

wuld  thoy  be  exchanged  ngainFl  them  by  at\Y  tc\cmv«^\    ^'"^wV  >wWv  ^wx  Cvtx^^:<i'ft  Permission,"  said  Bo- 


Openly,  the  page  was  seen  working  about  such  tnrtt*. 
In  private  he  forged  a  numlier  of  keys  resenibling  so 
nearly  in  weight  and  in  form  thodo  which  Merrfre- 
sentrd  everj'  evening  to  the  Lady  LochU  ven,  rhat,  oa 
a  slight  insp»cction,  it  would  have  been  difficult  toi>.r- 
•eivc  the  dilfi  n'nce.  He  brought  them  to  the  i^ark 
rusty  colour  by  the  use  of  salt  and  water ;  ati'^.  in 
the  triumph  of  his  art,  prestmicd  them  nt  lengih  to 
Queen  Mary  in  her  presence-chamber,  about  an  hour 
before  the  tolling  of  the  curfew.  She  looked  at  ihiin 
wiih  nleasurn,  hut  at  the  same  time  with  doubt.— "*! 
allowV'  she  said,  "that  the  Lady  Locfaleven's  cjfB, 
which  are  not  of  the  clearest,  may  be  well  dioticfd. 
could  we  pass  those  kc>'6  on  her  in  place  of  the  retl 
implements  of  her  tyranny.  But  how  is  thi&  to  bt 
done,  and  which  of  my  httle  court  dare  attempt  tlu 
tour  dtjonsileur  vAxh.  any  chance  of  success?  Ccdd 
we  but  engage  her  in  some  eamen  matter  of  arpTi- 
ment— but  those  which  I  hold  with  her,  always  htvf 
been  of  a  kind  which  make  her  grasi>  her  klvs  iii« 
faster,  as  if  she  said  to  herself— Hi  re  I  hold  what  kh 
me  aboye  your  taunts  and  reproaches— And  even  U< 
her  liberty,  Mary  Stewart  could  not  stoop  to  s;ssi 
the  proud  heretic  fair.— What  shall  wc  do?  Sfi.iil 
Lady  Fleming  tr>'  lur  eloquence  in  desccribin^  Itie  lart 
new  head-tire  from  Paris?— Alas!  the  gtW  ilanit  haJ 
not  changed  the  fashion  of  her  hcad-xear  since  Pin- 
kie field,  for  aught  that  I  know,  ^hnll  my  mi^i\oy\n$ 
Catherine  sing  to  her  one  of  those  touching  a:ri 
which  draw  the  ver>'  souls  out  of  nu-  and  Ri^laRQ 
Gramme  7— Alps !  Dame  Mai^an^t  Douglas  would 
rather  hear  a  Huguenot  fesalm  of  Clement  Mirroi, 
sung  to  the  tune  oi  RivtilUs  rousy  helU  *nrformie.— 
Cousins  and  liege  counsellors,  what  is  to  be  done,  for 
our  wits  arc  really  astray  in  this  matter?— Must  ua 
man-at-arms  ana  the  champion  of  our  body,  Rolanil 
Grsme,  manfully  assault  the  old  lady,  and  take  fhi 


c^k^.xsqpr.i 
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., yet  hehas  no 
might  DM  at  thfl 


meat  enlightened  by  a  projectingwindow. . 

"Lpok  from  that  window,  Roland,"  b1 
**8ee  you  amongst  the  several  lights  which 


**A,host  of  old  waBU»p\  ml 
"each  armed  with  rock  and  dpi 
fancy  for  pikes  and  partisans,  wl 
cry  of  Hap  I  a  Douglas^  a  uoug 

^'They  that  do  not  fear  fair  ladies*  tongues,*'  con- 
tinued tne  page,  "  need  dread  nothing  else.— But. 
gracious  Liege,  I  am  well  nigh  satisfied  that  I  could 
pass  the  exchange  of  these  Keys  on  the  Lady  Loch- 
leven ;  but  I  dread  the  sentinel  who  is  now  planted 
nightly  m  the  garden,  which,  by  necessity,  we  must 
traverse.'* 

**Our  last  advices  from  ot^  friend  on  the  shore 
have  promised  us  assistance  m  that  matter,*'  replied 
the  Queen. 

"  And  is  your  Grace  well  assured  of  the  fidelity  and 
watchfiilness  of  those  without?" 

*•  For  their  fidelity,  X  will  answer  with  my  life^  and 
for  their  vigilance,  I  will  answer  with  my  lue.  I  will 
give  thee  instant  proof,  my  faithfid  Roland,  that  they 
are  ingenuous  and  trusty  as  thyself.  Come  hither- 
Nay,  Catherine^  attend  us ;  we  carry  not  so  deft  a 
page  into  our  private  chamber  alone.  Make  fast  the 
door  of  the  parlour,  Fleming,  and  warn  us  if  you  hear 
the  least  step-Tor  stay,  go  thou  to  the  door  Cathe- 
rine,'* (in  a  whisper)  **^tny  ears  and  thy  wits  are  both 
ahaper.— Crood  Fleming,  attend  us  thyself  "-^(and 
again  she  whispered)  her  reverend  presence  will  be 
as  safe  a  watch  on  Roland  as  thine  can— so  be  not 
jealous,  mignonne." 

Thus  speaking,  they  were  lighted  by  the  Lady 
Fleming^  into  the  dueen's  bedroom,  ^a  small  apart- 

she  said; 

—  , .^ . oh  begin  to 

kindle,  and  to  dimmer  palelv  through  the  gray  of  the 
evening  from  the  village  of  Cmross— seest  thou,  I 
say,  one  solitary  spark  apart  from  the  others,, and 
nearer  it  seems  to  the  verge  of  the  water?— It  is  no 
brighter  at  this  distance  than  the  torch  of  the  poor 
glow-worm,  and  yet,  my  good  youth,  that  light  is 
more  dear  to  Mary  Stewart  than  every  star  that  twin- 
kles in  the  blue  vault  of  heaven.  By  that  signal,  I 
know  that  more  than  one  true  heart  are  plotting  my 
deliverance:  and  without  that  consciousness,  ,and 
the  hope  or  freedom  it  gives  me,  I  had  long  since 
stooped  to  Iny  fate,  and  died  of  a  broken  heart.  Plan 
after  plan  has  been  formed  and  abandoned,  but  still 
the  light  glimmers;  and  while  it  glimmers,  my  hope 
lives.— O  ihow  many  evenings  have  I  sat  musing  m 
despair  over  our  ruined  schemes,  and  scarce  hoping 
that  I  should  again  see  that  blessed  signal ;  when  it 
has  suddenly  kindlod. '  and.  like  the  lights  of  Saint 
Elmo  in  a  tempest,  brought  hope  and  consolation, 
where  there  was  only  dejection  and  despair!" 

"If  I  mistake  not,"  answered  Roland,  "  the  candle 
ahines  from  the  house  of  Bhnkhoolie,  the  mail-gar- 
dener." 

*'Thou  hast  a  good  eye,"  said  the  Queen;  "it  is 
there  where  my  trusty  lie«es— God  and  the  saints 
pour  blessings  6n  them  I— Bold  consultation  for  my 
deUverance.  The  voice  of  a  wretched  captive  would 
die  on  these  bhie  waters,  long  ere  it  could  mingle  in 
thdr  council ;  and  yet  I  can  hold  communication— I 
will  confide  the  whole  to  thee— I  am  about  to  ask 
those  fiiiihful  friends,  if  the  moment  for  th^  great 
attempt  is  nighr-Placa  the  lamp  in  the  window, 
Fleming.** 

She  obeyed,  and  immediately  withdrew  it  No 
sooner  had  she  done  so,  than  the  light  in  the  cottage 
of  the  gardener  disappeared. 

"  Now  count*'*  said  Quean  Mary,  "for  my  heart 
beats  m  thick  that  I  cannot  count  myself!** 

The  Lady  Fleming  began  deliberately  to  count 
one,  twD,  three,  and  when  she  had  arrived  at  ten,  the 
light  on  the  shore  again  showed  its  pale  twinklei 
^  Now,  our  Lady  be  praised !"  said  the  Quetos  "it 
waa  but  two  nights  smce,  that  the  absence  of  the 
light  remaiotxl,  while  I  could  tell  thirty.  The  hour  of 
deliverance  approaches.  May  God  bleai  those  who 
■boor  in  it  with  such  truth  to  me !— alas  I  with  such 
hazard  to  themselves— and  bless  you  tooy  my  chil* 
dren]— Come,  we  must  to  (he  audieaoe-chamber 
Our  absence  might  excite  aospicioD,  fhould 
serve  supper." 

Voulli 


Main. 
Sevsa 


They  returned  to  the  preaeoce-^hamher,.  and  the 
cvenins  oontiud«i  as  usual. 

The  licit  noon,  at  (liuiwT-fimo,  sti  ntvismil  inci- 
dtnt  <>ccwmxi.  Wliile  Laiiy  Uijugba  of  Lodileven 
r«irforiivj(i  her  daily  duly  of  ^sai^iJint  and  taster  at 
I  he  Queen^a  tabic,  sIir  waj  told  &  mau-aMirma  hud 
firrivtxl  mconimendcd  b^  her  eon^  but  without  any 
kner  oT  Qihm  tokaa  tkan  what  be  btought  by  word 
of  mouth. 

"Hath  he  given  you  that  tokenT'  domtmded  the 
Ladv\ 

"Ho  ri(>$ervcd  it,  as  T  think,  for  your  Ladyship^i 
tfur,"  replied  Raadat* 

'-  He  doth  wull,"  said  the  Ladyj  "  t«U  him  to  wait 
in  the  hatl— But  no— with  your  permission,  madam," 
Ut>  the  (luccn)  *"  let  him  OLltcnd  me  heri^*' 

"Since  you  afe  plcaW  to  receive yomifJii mealies  in 
Tsiy  pce^aant:^"  aaiu  the  tiucen,"  I  caiinol  choufte'* — — 

^' mv  iufirmitiea  iiiu«e  lAem  my  eicuae,  nmdam," 
replied  the  Lctdy;  "the  life  I  must  lead  lierie  ill  suits 
with  the  yeara  which  h»vc  p^ifteMjd  over  my  head,  and 
compels  me  to  waive  rtsrcm onial." 

"O,  my  good  Lnijy/'  nuptial  the  Que^,  "I  would 
there  wone  naught  in  this  your  caatlfi  more  strongly 
f^ijinpiilaive  than  the  cobweb  ciieiina  of  ooreoiony ;  tjut 
bo\is  uiid  barj  are  Imrder  nmtters  to  cunt  end  with*'* 

Ah  she  spoki'^  the  person  aniiouac^^  by  Randnl  en- 
tend  tljG  rooni,  and  Roleimi  Gneme  at  onoe  reca^- 
liiTL^i  in  hini  the  Abbot  Ambrose lu. 

''  What  IB  your  name,  gixhi  felEowl"  said  the  Lady. 

**  Edward  Glendinnijie,"  auswcnd  tho  Abbot,  wiui 
a  siiiLahL'  n^vifreuce. 

"  Art  thou  of  tin;  blood  of  the  Knifibt  of  A  vend  1** 
said  the  Lady  of  LocJilcveru 

"  Ayi  madani,  and  that  nearly/'  replied  t!ie  pra- 
tended  soldier. 

*'  It  ia  likely  enouah/'  said  the  Ladv,  **  for  the 
Knight  13  Uie  s^n  ot  his  owti  good  works,  and  luts 
risen  fMin  obscure  liaaage  to  tiia  prcaent  hiah  rank  la- 
the  Estate— But  he  ia  <jf  sure  tnilh  ftnd  approved 
worth,  Biid  \uA  kinzmnn  is  wt:li>omfi  to  ua.  You  hold, 
iinqueationahly.  the  truij  faith  7" 

'^Dii  not  doubt  of  it,  madam,*'  said  tba  diagtii^ 
churchnian. 

"  Hast  thou  n  token  to  me  from  Sir  WilUum  Dou- 
glas 7-' said  the  l^ady. 

"  J  hava  madain,  rcpll<»l  he  i  "batitmust  bewtid 
in  privata  ' 

'^Thou  art  right."  said  the  Lady,  moving  towards 
the  recurs  af  «  windows' }  "say  in  wha^  dous  it  injn- 
&kt  V 

**In  the  words  of  on  oM  bardj'*  rvplicd  ihe  Abbot, 

'Ml*2pQat  tlmin,"  ana  wared  the  Lady  ^  and  h^  utLmtsd^ 
in  a  low  tonc^  the  Un^4  from  a^  oM  poeint  caltcxLTha 
H  owlet,— 

"O.  Dmif^iit   [)fjqftul 
*ri?n(Vr  and  tnia." 

"Trusty  Sir  John  Holland!"*  said  the  Lady  Dou- 
1^10%  apostrophising  liie  poet^  "^  a  kinder  ht^tirt  never 
jiiapirtxl  a  rhyme,  and  thu  Do-oglaa's  honour  wmever 
0(1  thy  harp-fltfit^'  We  ivueive  you  amon^  am  fol- 
luwci'ft,  GlcndinLninR^But,  Randal,  soe  that  he  kfep. 
ilie  outer  ward  o^^ly,  till  wi^  tthall  hear  mom  toitchitiC 
iiicn  tni^i  our  soii>— Thou  fi^rest  not  the  night  ai/, 
Glendinuijte  T* 

"  In  the  cause  of  ihe  lady  before  whom  I  stand,  J 
fear  nothing,  madam."  answered  thedJAguised  AbboU 

"  Out  garfisoHi  thou,  is  stronger  py  one  iru^t-woi^ 
thy  sold  J  fir,"  mm  the  matron— "Go  to  Ihe  buttflry*' 
and  tut  ihem  rnaka  much  of  th^e/^ 

When  tins  Lady  Lochlrsven  hod  retired,  the  Queen 
said  to  R^]]and  Urffiuies  who  was  now  almuet  t*Oii- 
^limtly  in  her  coinpanj',  ""  1  feipy  coinfojl  iti  ibsiwEjan- 

fCi?-r's  countenanot; ;  I  know  nut  why  it  should  ho  so^ 
>ut  1  nm  well  pursitaded  hs  is  a  friend." 

"  Vour  Grace'?  p^netialion  doea  not  decavo  yaQj**^ 
finawcfed  iJie  page  j  and  no  irUbrmcii  htsr  tha*  the  Ab- 
bot of  Saint  Marya  himscdf  pluy^d  the  pftrt  q£  iho 
newly  airivod  soldL^r, 

The  Queen  croraed  hersdf  nnd  looked  iipward. 
''  Unworthy  smm^t  that  I  am^'^aheffakj, "  thai  for  mf 

•  Sir  Jflho  R»t1ind'Ji  prmn  ofTlw  UnMet/,  ttJrvimrhrAii  «  U 
l«etDti  itj  Ihtt  tmiitiful  t^itim  ^t^^^tiM  ^Wt^aimv^  Oub 
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sake  a  man  so  holy,  and  so  high  m  apmtual  office, 
should  wear  the  rarb  of  a  base  sworder,  and  run  the 
risk  of  dying  the  death  of  a  traitor  I" 

"Heaven  will  protect  its  own  servant,  madam," 
said  Catherine  Scyton ;  "  his  aid  \%'ould  bring  a  bless- 
ing on  our  undertaking,  were  it  not  already  blest  for 
its  own  sake." 

"  What  I  admire  in  my  spiritual  father,"  said  Ro- 
land, "  was  the  steady  front  with  which  he  looked  on 
me,  without  paving  the  least  sign  of  former  acquaint- 
ance. 1  did  not  think  the  like  was  possible,  smoe  I 
have  ceased  to  believe  that  Henry  was  the  same  per- 
son with  Catherine." 

^  But  mnriced'  you  not  how  astucionsljr  the  good 
father,"  said  the  Queen,  "eluded  the  .questions  of  the 
woman  Lochleven,  telling  her  the  very  truth,  which 
yet  she  received  not  as  such  7" 

Roland  thought  in  his  heart,  that  lirhon  the  truth 
was  spoken  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving,  it  was  little 
better  ^an  a  lie  in  disguise.  But  it  was  no  time  to 
ngitnte  such  questions  of  conscience. 

*'  And  no\^'  for  the  signal  from  the  shore !"  exclaimed 
Cattierine :  "  my  bosom  tells  me  we  shall  see  this 
night  two  lights  instead  of  one  gleam  from  that  gar- 
den of  Eden— And  then,  Roland,  do  you  play  your 
part  monfully,  and  we  will  dance  on  the  green-sward 
Uke  midnight  fairies !" 

Catherine's  conjecture  misgave  not.  nor  deceived 
her.'  In  the  evening  two  beams  twinkled  from  the 
cottage,  instead  or  one;  and  the  page  heard,  with 
beating  heart,  that  the  new  retainer  was  ordered  to 
stand  sentjuel  on  the  outside  of  the  oastle.  When  he 
intimated  this  news  to  the  Queen,  she  held  her  hand 
out  to  him— he  knelt,  and  when  he  raised  it  to  his 
lips  in  all  dutifiil  homage,  he  found  it  was  damp  and 
cold  as  marble.  "For  God's  sake,  madam,  droop 
not  now— sink  not  now !" 

"  Call  upon  Our  Lady,  my  Liege,**  said  the  Lady 
Fleming—"  call  upon  your  tutelar  saint." 

"  Call  the  spirits  of  the  hundred  kinin  you  are  de- 
scended from!"  exclaimed  the  page;  in  this  hour 
of  need,  the  resolution  of  a  monarch  were  worth  the 
aid  of  a  hundred  saints." 

"O !  Roland  Graeme,"  said  Mary,  in  a  tone  of  deep 
despondency,  "  be  true  to  me— many  have  been  falso 
to  me.  Alas !  I  have  not  always  been  true  to  myself! 
My  mind  misgives  me  that  I  sholl  die  in  bondage, 
and  that  this  bold  attempt  will  cost  all  our  liv^s.  It 
was  foretold  me  by  a  soothsayer  in  Prance,  that  I 
should  die  in  prison,  and  by  a  violent  death,  and  here 
comes  the.  hour— O,  would  to  God  it  found  me  pie- 
pared  !" 

"  Madam,"  said  Catherine  Serf  on,  "  remember  you 
are  if  Queen.  Better  we  all  died  in  bravely  attempt- 
ing to  gain  our  freedom,  than  remained  here  to  be 
poisoned,  as  men  rid  them  of  the  noxious  vermin  that 
haunt  old  houses."  .  .    ^  ... 

"You  ore  right.  Cathenne,"  said  the  Queen;  "and 
Mary  will  bear  her  like  herself.  But,  alas!  your 
young  and  buoyant  spirit  can  ill  spell  the  causes 
which  have  broken  mine.  PoAgive  me,  my  (^Idren, 
and  farewell  for  a  while— I  will  prepare  both  mmd 
and  body  for  this  awful  venmre." 

fThey  separated,  till  again  called  together  by  the 
tolling  of  the  curfew.  The  Quean  appeared  jgnive, 
but  firm  and  resolved ;  the  Lady  Fleming,  with  the 
art  of  an  experienced  courtier,  knew  perfectly  how  to 
disguise  her  inward  tremors;  Catharine's  eye  was 
tirod,  as  if  with  the  bolt^ness  of  the  project,  and  the 
half  smile  which  dwelt  upon  her  beautilul  mouth 
seemed  to  contemn  all  the  risk  and  all  the  conse- 
quences of  discovery;  Roland,  who  felt  how  much 
success  depended  on  his  own  address  and  boldnes^ 
Bummonecf  together  his  whole  presence  of  mind^  and 
if  he  found  his  spirits  flag  for  a  moment,  cast  his  eye 
Dpon  Catherine  whom  he  thought  he  had  never  seen 
look  so  beauiiml.— "  I  may  be  foilecLV  he  thought, 
••but  with  this  reward  m  prospect,  they  mnst  btmg 
the  devil  to  aid  them  ere  they  cross  me."  Thos  re- 
solved, he  stood  like  a  greyhound  in  the  slips,  with 
hand,  heart,  and  eye  intent  upon  nmkin^  and  seuemg 
«ipMrtunity  for  the ezecutio#of  their  project. 

The  keys  had,  ivith  the  wontsd  oeremoniaL  been 
cmssented  to  the  Lady  LocUleren.    0he  stood  with 


h«r  back  to  the  casement,  which,  h'ke  that  of  ihm 
Queen's  apartment,  commanded  a  view  of  Kinroaa, 
with  the  church,  which  stands  at  some  distance  Cnm 
the  town,  and  nearer  to  the  lake,  then  connected  witn 
the  town  by  straggling  cottages.  With  her  back  to 
the  casement,  thekL  and  her  face  to  the  table,  on 
which  the  keys  lay  for  an  instant  while  she  tasted  tho 
various  dishes  which  were  placed  there,  stood  the 
Lady  of  Lochleven,  more  provokingly  intent  than 
usual— so  at  least  it  seemed  to  her  prisoners-^upon 
the  huge  and  heavy  bunch  of  iron,  the  implements  of 
their  restraint.  Just  when,  having  finished  her  cere- 
mony as  taster  of  the  Queen's  table,  she  was  about 
to  take  up  the  keys,  the  pMe,  who  stood  beside  her. 
and  had  handed  ner  the  dishes  in  succession,  looked 
sidewise  to  the  churchyard,  and  exclaimed  he  saw 
corpse-candles  in  the  vault  The  Lady  of  Lochle- 
ven was  not  without  a  touch,  though  a  slight  one,  o| 
the  superstitions  of  the  time ;  the  fate  of  her  sons 
made  ner  alive  to  omens^  and  a  corpse-light,  as  it  was 
called,  in  the  family  bunal-place,' boded  death.  She 
turned  her  head  towards  the  casement— saw  a  dis- 
tant glimmering— forgot  her  charge  for  one  second, 
and  in  that  second  were  lost  the  whole  fhiits  of  her 
former  vigilance.  The  page  held  the  forged  keys  un- 
der his  cloak,  and  with  great  dexterity  exchanged 
them  for  the  real  ones.  His  utmost  address  could  not 
prevent  a  slight  clash  as  he  took  up  the  latter  bunch. 

Who  touches  the  keys?"  said  the  Lady;  and  while 
the  page  answered  that  the  sleeve  of  his  cloak  had 
stirred  them,  she  looked  round,  possessed  herself  ot 
the  bunch  which  n^ow  occup'jd  the  place  of  the  genu- 
ine keys,  and  again  turned  to  gaze  at  the  supposed 
corpse-candles. 

*  I  hold  these  gleams,"  she  said,  after  a  moment's 
consideration.  "  to  come,  not  from  the  ehurchyard. 
but  fh)m  the  nut  of  the  old  gardener  Blinklioolie.  I 
wonder  what  thrift  that  churl  drives,  that  of  late  he 
hath  ever  had  light  in  his  house  till  .he  ni^ht  grew 
deep.  I  thought  nim  an  industrious,  peaceful  man— 
If  he  turns  resetter  of  idle  companions  and  night 
walkers,  the  place  must  he  rid  of  him." 

"  He  may  work  his  baskets  perchance,"  said  th* 
pase.  desirous  to  stop  the  train  of  her  suspicion. 
Or  nets,  may  he  not?"  answered  the  Lady. 

"  Ay,  madam,"  said  Roland, "  for  trout  and  salmon.** 

"Or  for  fools  and  knaves,"  replied  the  Lady:  "bu« 
this  shall  be  looked  after  to-morrow.— I  wish  youi 
Grace  and  your  company  a  good  evening.— Randal, 
attend  us."  And  Randtu,  who  waited  in  the  ante- 
chamber after  having  surrendered  his  bunch  of  ke>*8, 
gave  his  escort  to  his  mistress  as  usual,  while,  leaving 
the  Queen's  apartments,  she  retired  to  her  own. 

"To-morrow?"  said  the  page,  rubbing  his  hands 
with  glee  as  he  repeated  the  Lady  s  last  words,  "  fools 


look  to  to-morrow,  and  wise  folk  use  to-night.— May 
I  pray  you,  my  gracious  Liege,  to  retire  for  one  hau 
hour,  untO  all  the  castle  is  composed  to  rest  ?  I  must 


go  and  rab  with  oil  these  blessed  implements  of  our 
freedom.  Courage  and  constancy,  and  all  will  go 
well,  provided  our  friends  on  the  shore  fail  not  to  send 
the  boat  you  Spoke  of." 

"  Pear  diem  not,"  said  Catherine,  "  they  aro  drtis 
as  steel— if  our  dear  mistress  do  but  maintain  her 
noble  and  royal  courage."* 

"  Doubt  not  me,  Catherine,"  replied  the  Queen :  **  s 
whde  since  I  was  overborne,  but  I  have  recalled  ths 

til'.  English  aHiU-ipumfliHf,  futft  Cu^^il  i|kO  MtuMiii< account  «l 
QiP-cA  MAnr'ji  ckmcotimtr  ;  — 

'  in  aEL  tfaoiB  fnrbullc«,  T  Hfvin  r^^t  honmir,  I  ma^ef  saw  tha 
dnecn  meniPir.  newer  <1(pmiirL'd  '  ft^t  i»ovor  Uiijuphl  I  tl»at  bUk 
mirlits  tu  bE>  m  httr  ihnt  1  UniL    &tie  n»pi-iiitrd  iKiElJing  but,  %  ' 


the  Lonl^  and  uihcni,  ot  tnvf'r^l^Vi,  cime  in  tliv  maminc  from 
ttw  wnifbp*,  Oiflt  ^Ihp  ^Oi  nft(  «  m4*i  !n  know  mIjai  life  it  was 
t&  iju  all  ntthi  ia  Wtv  (w-M;  4ir  to  wilk  uwttt  tlia  cauMwajr 
wirti  n  jai^k  and  a  ko4{M«*tip^  m  Giueoi*  t^iirkVtrr,  msuX  a  bitiaa* 
iitord,"— RAN-ui;fcLPH  tfl  L'ErfL,  Scptvmk/T  I  a,  lat'i 

Tiiti  writpf  or  tli^  fiLiU¥0  Icrtur  hkhii  to  Imnj  ftit  the  sams 
^mJirf^-|iia!l  whicli  rattn^iin*  f^.yirm,  in  tn*^  irn  rtmn^eni  aa 
pflif"  F  t"  tho  JiuflfTi'i  T'ti?*<!nri*  aiT>un|  h*^  *niit4  nUjactc 

"  'riiuu£>i  Vfv  iirithrr  ihMUfht  uor  UH>krd  i\>r  (>ih«v  titan  on 
tJifit  (iriv  t(t  Unvf  PmtUt  or  ncif  r— wliDt.  Ji<kTw.'rnic  hlowa  woal4 
noe  haw  horn  fsivvn,  vrht^n  rj-rtj  ^nn  uhtmUl  hmta  ToHght  in  tha 
Sflit  fftKtt  nobltf  II  Qnjt??!],  niitl  m  nmii^  fiiir  ^adia*.  oar  eoaSiiaa 
to  Nmvu  ijikeri  titrnta  fmin  ui,  tm\  yr^  H*^^  ^"'^  Jkiooiub,  not 
Ui  t.v  r*f I  of  tiicm.  fm*^iiojmr^&4^i^f4m^  V'^Tkt  mm$  H 
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wpmt  of  my  eariier  and  more  sprightly  days^  when  I 
used  to  accompany  my  armed  nobTea,  and  wish  to  be 
mrself  a  man,  to  know  what  life  it  was  to  be  in  the 
fields  with  sword  and  buckler,  jack  and  knapecap  f* 

**  O,  the  lark  lives  not  a  gayer  life,  nor  sines  a  lighter ' 
and  gayer  song,  than  the  merry  soldier.'*^  answered 
Cathenne.  "Your  Grace  shall  be  in  the  inidst  of 
them  soon,  and  the  look  of  such  a  liege  Sovereign 
will  make  each  of  your  host  worth  three  in  the  hour 
oi  need :— but  I  must  to  my  task.*' 

**  "We  have  but  brief  time,-"  said  Queen  Mary :  "one 
of  the*  two  lights  in  the  cottage  is  extinguished— that 
shows  the  boat  is  put  off." 

"  They  will  row  very  slow^"  said  the  nn jje^  ''  or  li-  nt 
where  depth  permits,  to  avoid  noise.— Tu  our  ?ev<  ral 
taskfr— I  will  communicate  with  the  gco^l  Father/' 

At  the  dead  hour  of  midnight,  when  ^ilf  wn<i  silent 
in  the  castle,  the  page  put  the  key  into  tlic'  look  oi  the 
wicket  which  opened  into  the  garden,  nnd  i^liich  ^vas 
at  the  bottom  of  a  staircase  that  deso  nr]<.*d  from  the 
Queen's  apartment  "Now  turn  smcoUi  and  »o(\\v. 
thou  goM  bolt,"  said  he.  *'ir  ever  oil  fofien^i  rmiv* 
and  nis  precautions  had  been  so  efTectual,  that  the 
bolt  revolved  with  little  or  no  sound  of  resistance. 
*  He  ventured  not  to  cross  the  threshold,  but  exchang- 
ing a  word  with  the  disguised'  Abbot,  asked  if  the 
bcKSt  were  ready  7 

"  This  half  hour,'*  said  the  sentinel.  "  She  lies  be- 
neath the  wall,  too  close  under  the  islet  to  be  seen  by 
the  warder,  but  I  fear  she  will  hardly  escape  his  no- 
tice in  putting  ofT  again." 

'*  The  darkness,"  said  the  page,  '*  and  our  profound 
denoe,  may  take  her  off  unobserved,  as  she  came  in. 
HQdebrana  has  the  watch  on  the  tower— a  heavy- 
beaded  knave,  who  holds  a  can  of  ale  to  be  the  best 
head-piece  upon  a  night-watch.  He  sleeps  for  a  wa- 
ger." 

"  Then  oring  the  Queen,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  and  I 
wiD  carry  Henry  Seyton  to  assist  them  to  the  boat" 

On  tiptoe,  with  noiseless  step  and  suppressed  breath, 
trembling  at  every,  rustle  of  their  own  apparel,  one 
after  another  the  f^r  prisoners  glided  down  the  wind- 
mg  stair,  under  the  guidance  of  Roland  Graeme,  and 
were  received  at  the  wicket-gate  by  Henry  Se\'ton 
and  the  churchman.  The  former  seemed  instantly  to 
take  opon  himself  the  whole  direction  of  the  enter- 
prise. "My  Lord  Abbot,"  he  said,  "give  my  sister 
your  arm— 1  Mrill  conduct  the  Queen — and  that  youth 
will  have  the  honour  to  guide  Lady  Fleming." 

This  was  no  time  to  dispute  the  arrangement,  al- 
though it  was  not  that  which  Roland  Gneme  would 
have  chosen.  Catherine  Seyton.  who  well  knew  the 
garden  path,  tripped  on  before  like  a  sylph,  rather 
leading  the  Abbot  than  receiving  assistance— the 
Queen,  her  native  spirit  prevailing  over  female  fear, 
and  a  thousand  painful  reflections,  moved  steadily 
forwanL  bythe  assistance  of  Henry  Seyton— while 
the  Lady  Fleming,  encumbered  with  her  fears  and 
her  helplessness,  Roland  Grasme,  who  followed  in 
the  rear,  and  who  bore  under  the  other  arm  a  packet 
of  necessaries  belonging  to  the  Queen.  The  door  of 
die  ^rden  which  communicated  with  the  shore  of 
the  islet,  yielded  to  one  of  the  keys  of  which  Roland 
had  pottessed  himself,  although  not  until  he  had 
tried  several,— a  moment  of  anxious  terror  and  ex- 
pectatk)n.  The  ladies  wero  then  partly  led,  portly 
carried,  to  the  side  of  the  lake,  where  a  boat  with  six 
rowers  attended  them,  the  men  couched  alon^  the 
bottom  to  secure  them  from  observation.  Henry 
Seyton  placed  the  Queen  in  the  stem ;  the  Abbot  of- 
ieied  to  assist  Catherine,  but  she  was  seated  by  the 
QiiKn*8  side  before  he  could  utter  his  proffer  of  help ; 
and  Roland  Oneme  was  just  lifting  Ladv  Fleming 
ovei'the  boat-side^  when  a  thought  suddenly  occurred 
to  him,  and  exclaiming,  "  Forgotten,  forgotten !  wait 
for  me  but  one  half  minute."  he  replaced  on  the  shore 
Ibe  helptess  lady  of  the  bedchamber,  threw  the  Queen's 
packet  into  the  boat,  and  sped  back  through  the  gar- 
I  den  with  the  noiseless  speed  of  a  bird  on  tne  wing. 

"  By  Heaven,  he  is  false  at  last !"  said  Seyton ;  "  I 
tver  feared  it !" 

**  He  is  as  true,"  said  Catherine^  '*  as  Heaven  itself 
•od  that  I  will  maintain." 

"Be  Blent,  minion,"  said  hff  brotfaei;  "for  shame^ 


if  not  for  fear— Fellows,  pat  of^  and  row  for  vour 
lives !" 

"Help  me,  help  me  on  board  I"  said  the  deserted 
Lady  Fleming,  aind  that  louder  than  prudence  war* 
ranted. 

"  Put  oflT— put  off;"  cried  Henry  Seyion ;  "leave  all 
behind,  so  the  Queen  is  safe." 

"Will  you  permit  this,  madam 7"  Slid  CatherinOj 
implorinsly ;     you  leave  your  deliverer  to  death." 

I  vrill  not,  said  the  Queen.—"  Seyton,  I  com- 
mand you  to  stay  at  every  risk." 

"  Pardon  me,  madam,  if  I  disobey,"  said  the  intract- 
able youhg  man ;  and  with  one  hand  lifting  in  Lady 
Fleming,  ne  began  himself  to  push  off  the  boot. 

She  was  two  fathoms*  length  from  the  shore,  and 
th"  ~  rs  were  getting  her  head  round,  when  Roland 
GiiiLi^Ls  arriving,  bounded  from  the  beach  and  at- 
tained the  Boat,  overturning  Seyton,  on  whom  he 
light tfi  The  youth  swore  a  deep  but  suppressed  oath, 
futd  (irrnping  Greeme  as  he  stepped  towards  the  stern, 
said,  ''  ^'oiir  place  is  not  with  high-born  dames— keep 
at  the  head  and  trim  the  vessel— Now  give  way— give 
way*-Row,  for  God  and  the  Queen !" 

The  rowers  obeyed,  and  began  to  pull  vigorously. 

"  Why  did  you  not  muffle  the  oars?"  said  Roland 
Grseme ;  "  the  dash  must  awaken  the  sentinel— Row. 
ladsL  and  get  out  of  reach  of  shot ;  for  had  not  old 
Hildebrand,  the  warder,  supped  upon  poppy-porridge, 
this  whispering  must  have  waked  nim." 

"  It  was  all  thine  own  delay."  said  Seyton ;  "  thou 
shalt  reckon  with  me  hereafter  for  that  and  other 
matters." 

But  Roland's  apprehension  was  verified  too  instantly 
to  permit  him  to  reply.  The  sentinel,  whose  slumber- 
ing had  withstood  the  whispering,  was  alarmed  by 
the  dash  of  the  oars.  His  challenge  was  instantly 
heard.  "A  boat— a  boat!— bniig  to,  or  I  shoot!" 
And,  as  they  continued  to  ply  die^r  oars,  he  called 
aloud,  "Treason !  treason!"  rung  ttie  t»ell  of  the  cas- 
tles and  discharged  his  harquebuss  at  th^  boat  The 
ladies  crowded  on  each  other  like  startled  wild-fowl, 
at  the  flash  and  report  of  the  piece,  while  the  men 
urged  "the  rowers  to  the  utmost  speed.  They  heard 
more  than  one  ball  whiz  olong  tl\e  surface  of  the  lake, 
at  no  great  distance  from  their  little  bark ;  and  from 
the  lights,  which  glanced  like  meteors  from  window 
to  window,  it  was  evident  the  whole  castle  wasalar^n- 
ed.  and  their  escape  discovered. 

Pull !"  asain  exclaimed  Seyton ;  "stretch  to  your 
oars,  or  I  will  spur  you  to  the  task  with  ray  dagger— 
they  will  launch  a  boat  immediately." 

'^That  beared  for,"  said  Roland;  "I  locked  pta 
and  wicket  on  them  when  I  went  back,  and  no  boat 
will  stir  from  the  island  this  night,  if  doors  of  good 
oak  and  bolls  of  iron  can  keep  men  within  stone- 
walls.—And  now  I  resign  my  omceof  porter  of  Loch- 
leven,  and  give  the  keys  to  tne  Kelpie's  keeping." 

As  the  heavy  keys  plunged  in  the  lake,  the  Abbot, 
who  till  then  had  been  repeating  his  prayers,  exclaim- 
ed, "Now,  bless  thee  my  son !  for  thy  ready  prudence 
puts  shame  on  us  alL"* 

\9\'vr\  WM  cflTeefp*]  iiv  Oourun-  Huu/lnj^,  rlt«  r<)iin^«t  tiwiilwtr  flf 
Sir  Wi[li«m  hnij^lni,  ili<Tlnn1  oTTrn*  rniMc  ;  tjur  tMf  mimh*  r«r- 
eumitiiiirf'ri  4)1' Ilia  uvwnt  Jiftvc  tHwrt  n  t^tM^fl  dtnti  cfinfmrd,  unrlfif 
to  tva  Hffiriu  hfliinjt  bvvn  ctinfyjrn-'il  m  it  wha  buro  ihti  ■nriw 
name.  It  hw  bii-n  atwcyn  <u|)pii4i>^  thai  (Jn'orcc  Mmiiflfli  wij 
imiui^ciJ  Tu  JiTjct  Mnrjf'rf  ijn'tvpf  i>r  tiic  atnbrtifniH.  hi|N'  iii*f,  ht 
muh  senirtif  he  irii^fii  mcrii  fior  UnnA.  Bat  Ittd  nurpii^p  waa 
dhi-ov^'tj  by  liu  bftillirr  i^vr  Vh^ittrHtn,  tnd  (in  vfnm  <*4i>tHlMt 
froiQ  [JiA  ravile.  Tit}  ectntinticd,  noinrjuutatidijiix,  lu  hovi^r  iir 
thr'  ni^E^titaiiurhoiHl,  uid  rimiriia»in  ■  {^irriMj^tiudihFiCA  with  Lli# 
ro*  n\  latvmvr  mi] A  ottii-ri  in  tlir  frtrtwi*. 

nim  [  a  ti^U'-m*^  »1ilc!ii  erjalnl  Imrfilr  i.t-'^  ti-n»tu*.  ■(fttw  mt^ynt 
•tilE  U\e  ^tLfb  uT  JkiElii^titl^  Inn  u  Uirlu  if  •iufwe'^lwfi  at  «IL  miiht 
l»e  with  B  prirH»*e  nf  rmtifjiFi^  th*  Itt^jniAt  .Mufray'ii  timHirhvn, 
and  nmniittiitiFif  hi?  favour  j  prnrt*  tu*  wnf,  It  nuiit  *if  n^mwn'  i 
ed,  thd  bnitht^r  utcrino  nf  Q«cfnp>  Ihyti^la*,  £m  wliam  ■ueh  hiSH 
houttiit  ^a«  mti  to  tm  Otmigntii 

ami  Mary  %t%m  rtmmftt  Uftr  mn*o^  or«**rii(*     Hc^f  ftifure  i* 
her  driyi  tHemrff  twu  *am^  iMciurmw  pAittculam,  v^lttrh  itiifiihl 
bavu  brvrt  i<)vnnULrpu^[i»1r  mitrtAnr^d  in  AcUtNmi  ii«riniti*h, 
DrtiT^  Khth  OciE  liiv  rc»1  rowing  ti^enuflt '/l-tlw  DMltflri— 
"But  afuyr,  mntn  i\vi  "i'tiU  ^li^o  l^L  (^V^^t^tP^j^Pf^^f^^ 

aonfot<>rD?d  luDf  l;uif  ui  l»4  all  Utu  itwfTiihc.    The  niuiiMr  b' 
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**l  knl^w,"  nid  Mwy^  dmwuig  her  bie«th  mare 
freelv,  as  ihey  were  dow  out  of  reach  of  the  musketry 
-7"!  knew  niyflquire|8  truth,  promptitude,  and  em- 
dty.— I  must  nave  him  dear  lneB(l»  with  my  no  less 
true  knights.  Douglas  and  Seyton— but  where,  then, 
uDoi^lasr 

"  Here,  madam."  answered  the  deep  and  mdan- 
choly  voice  of  the  boatman  who  sat  next  her,  and  who 
acted  as  steersman. 

"Alas !  was  it  you  who  stretch^  your  body  before 
me,"  said  the  Queen,  "when  the  baUa  were  raining 
around  us  T* 

"  Believe  you,"  said  he,  in  a  low  tone,  "  that  Doug- 
las would  have  resigned  to  any  one  the  chance  of  pro- 
tecting his  Queen's  life  with  his  own  ?" 

The  dialogue  was  here  interrupted  by  a  shot  or  two 
from  one  of  those  small  pieces  of  artillery  called  fal- 
conets, then  used  in  defending  castles.  The  shot  was 
too  vague  to  have*  any  effect,  but  the  broader  flash, 
the  deeper  sound,  the  louder  return  which  was  made 
by  the  midnight  echoes  of  Bennarty,  terrified  and  im- 
posed silence  on  the  liberated  prisoners.  The  boat 
was  along  side  of  a  rude  quay  or  landing-place,  run- 
ning out  from  a  garden  of  considerable  extent,  ere 
any  of  them  again  attempted  to  speak.  They  landed, 
and  while  the  Abbot  returned  thanks  aloud  to  Heaven, 
which  had  thus  far  favoured  .their  enterprise,  Doug- 
las er^joyed  the  best  reward  of  his  desperate  underta- 
king, in  conducting  the  Queen  to  the  house  of  the 
lOardener.  Yet,  not  unmindful  of  RoUind  Grsme  even 
m  that  moment  of  terror  and  exhaustion,,  Mary  ex- 
pressly commanded  Seyton  to  give  his  assistance  to 
Flemmg,  while  Catherine,  voluntarily  and  without 
bidding,  took  the  arm  of  the  page.  Seyton  presently 
resigned  Lady  Fleming  to  the  care  of  the  Abbot, 
alleging  he  must  look  after  their  horses;  and  his 
attendants,  disencumbering  themselves  of  their  boat 
cloaks,  hastened  to  assist  nim. 

While  Mary  spent  in  the  gardener's  cottage  the  few 
minutes  whi^  were  necessary  to  prepare  the  steeds 
for  their  departure,  she  perceived  in  a  comer,  the  old 
it  wu  UiiM :  there  ooineth  in  to  her  the  lanndrets  etrljuother 
timn  before  ilie  wm  wanted,  and  the  Queen  according  lo  soGh 
a  secret  practice  putteth  on  her  the  hood  of  the  laundroM,  and 
•o  with  the  fkrdel  of  clothes  and  the  nniffler  upon  her  Cnoe, 
pBMeth  out  and  eotretn  the  boat  to  paae  the  Loch ;  which,  after 
•onie  space,  one  of  them  Uiat  rowed  eaid  merrily, '  Let  ue  eec 
wlMt  manner  of  dame  Uiit  it,'  and  therewith  ofreml  to  pull 
dovtn  her  muJBler,  which,  to  defend,  the  put  up  her  hands,  which 
they  eipied  to  be  very  fair  and  white  ;  wherewith  they  entered 
toto  Mitpicion  whom  the  was,  befinning  to  wonder  at  her  eater- 
prin.  whereat  the  waslitUediaroayed,  but  charf^  them,  upon 
oangvir  of  their  lives,  to  row  her  over  to  the  shore,  which  they 
nothing  regarded,  but  eftsoons  rowed  her  back  again,  promis- 
ing her  it  should  be  secreted,  and  especially  fVom  the  lord  of 
the  house,  under  whose  guanl  she  lyeth.  It  seemed  she  knew 
be"  reAige,  and  where  to  nave  ftmnd  it  if  she  had  oooe  landed ; 


for  tJicre  ^d,  and  yet  do  linger,  at  a  litUe  village  called  Kin 
rosf,  hard  at  the  Loch  side,  the  same  George  Douglas,  one  8em> 
pit,  and  one  Beton,  tlie  which  two  were  sometime  her  tnuty 


servants,  and,  as  yet  eppeareth,  tiiey  mind  her  ne  less  aflbo- 
>  tioD."-BisiiOP  Kbith's  HUwnf  tf  tkc  Afain  tf  Ckmnh  and 
Btau  to  Scotland,  p.  490. 

Notwithstanding  this  disappotnUnent,  little  spoke  of  by  hit- 
torians,  Mary  renewed  her  attempts  to  escape.  There  was  in 
Che  CasUe  of  Lochlevcn  a  lad,  named  William  Douglas,  some 
jelation  probably  of  the  baron,  and  about  eighteen  years  old. 
Thia  youth  proved  as  accessible  to  Queen  Mary's  prayers  and 
fromises,  as  was  the  brother  of  his  patron,  George  Douglas, 
firom  whom  this  William  must  be  careAilly  kept  distmet  It 
wasyounc  William  who  played  the  pan  commonly  assigned  to 
Ais  superior,  George,  stealing  the  keys  of  the  casUe  from  the 
table  on  which  they  lay,  while  his  lord  was  at  supper.  He  let 
the  Queen  kncTa  waiting  woman  out  of  the  apartment  where 
thn»-  ^^-fTT  wTTTrrr*.  ^r-l  rr-  nf  thf  <*r^T  it-ft^'f.  *'i^»»fl«1ir'»*l  with 
tl  ■:    ■  .  .  .   ■  ■  ';■      re- 

V  i^Ull.    Iir.  lur  IT'  i;iiJISi.'M   i|*i«nr.    im  rti.:ij     iin.'    mOH 

^1  [ivus  tav/tn,  nnd  thrvu  tJit^  liiryi  inru  tiie  like. 

V.  ,  ■  .  ..  rn»  amJ  Lord  ^<)iiin  and  JoniOi  BumHUiti  of 

OitiikinLuu  lu  iiiufldMC4j,Jit  ttiri  bi^ad  nf  a  party  flf  faiUafut  fol- 
lawr»,  wiih  wlimn  Llwy  Q^ttgi  NyiJJloCaj)tl{>r  and  from  thctioe 
to  Htmilt^Hir 

tn  oarmtrng  thtt  romaoTJe  tinfr*  bt»lb  htttocr  and  tinditioo 
,  evnAue  (he  Iwii  TuMi^lik^v*  tofutltiii,  nud  ^outtr  ctn  GcQr^r  tJio 
wUi0if*Atu\  «i«cutiOh  ttf  [111'  i»f^i«  fruin  the  c^iMtla,  Uk  menr  of 
which  tte!i>ng«^  m  rtnMtjr,  to  Um  lH>)r  cfUEcd  ^illljini,  or,  nn'jre 
ftwiMnUy.  **i«  LitUa  Dou^ltu,  tiWier  l^om  hi*  rtwtl*  or  his 
^ffht  statu n^  TImi  nojAet  wlit  ob«r^D,  LlL^t  in  t|iv  i»njiir»ce, 
wm  pa^  cf  t^*  UtU#  Dou^B*  his  l«*?n  ajuifiwd  ia  Ko.and 
CraLM.  .n  looiW  cam^  it  wauliJ  b&  Icdji^uc  tp  ^luiiit  otii  ma 
work  t.f  emu««m»r>l  niriiniJDutt<,  ^loiali  v(  liiclonMl  tUct  ;  Fmt 
Uw  fffMini  \c\tvK>ti  lakcu  jsi  tiie  tUt  of  Qiit^n  Mvy.  t^utlun 
■%ury  iJiibf  gf  ddMoquu"^  wliKii  «fliuiBBla  ilsotT  vmk  hcj  itus- 


man  to  whom  tbtgndanbekiiigMl,  and  called  him  10 
approach.    He  came  as  it  were  with  relQctance. 

'^  How,  brother,"  said  the  Abbot,  **so  slow  to  wel- 
come thy  royal  Queen  and  mistress  to  liberty  and  to 
her  kinniom  I'* 

The  old  man,  thus  admonished,  came  forward,  and, 
m  good  terms  of  neech,  gave  her  Grace  joy  of  her 
dehveranca.  The  Queen  returned  him  thanks  in  tha 
mast  mck)us  manner,  and  added,  "It  will  remain  to 
us  to  oner  some  immediate  reward  for  your  fidelity,  for 
We  wot  well  your  house  has  been  long  the  refuge  in 
which  our  trusty  servants  have  met  to  conceit  jnea- 
sures  for  our  freedom."  So  saying;  she  oflered  gold, 
and  added,  "  We  will  consider  your  services  more 
fully  hereafter." 

"^Kneel,  brother,"  said  the  Abbot,  "kneel  instantly, 
and  thank  her  Grace's  kindness." 

"  Good  br6ther,  that  wert  once  a  few  steps  unde^ 
me^  and  art  still  very  manv  years  vounger,"  replied 
the  gardener,  pettishly,  '*  let  me  do  mme  acknow- 
ledgments in  my  own  way.  Queens  have  knel  t  to  me 
ere  now,  and  in  truth  mv  knees  are  too  old  apd  stiff 
to  bend  even  to  this  lovely-faced  lady.— May  it  please 
your  Grace,  if  your  Grace's  servants  have  occupied 
my  house,  so  that  I  could  not  call  it  mine  own— if 
they  have  trodden  down  my  flowers  in  the  zeal  of 
their  midnight  commgs  and  goings,  and  destroyed  the 
hope  of  the  fruit  season,  by  bringing  their  war-horaea 
into  my  garden,  I  do  but  crave  of  your  Grace  in  re- 
quital, that  you  will  choose  your  residence  as  far  from 
me  as  possible.  I  am  an  old  man,  who  would  wil- 
lingly creep  to  my  grave  as  easily  as  I  can,  in  peaoe^ 
good-will,  and  quiet  labour." 

"I  promise  you  fairly,  good  man,"  said  the  Queen. 
"I  wul  not  make  yonder  castle  my  residence  again,  ii 
I  can  help  iL  But  let  me  nress  on  you  this  money— it 
will  make  some  amends  for  the  havoc  we  have  made 
in  vour  little  garden  and  orchani" 

"  I  thank  your  Grace,  but  it  will  make  me  not  the 
least  amends,"  said  the  old  man.  *'  The  rumed  la- 
bours of  a  whole  year  are  not  so  easily  replaced  to  him 
who  has  perchance  but  that  one  year  to  live :  and  be- 
sides, they  tell  me  I  must  leave  this  place,  ana  become 
a  wanderer  in  mine  old  age— I  that  have  nothing  on 
earth  saving  these  fruit-trees,  and  a  few  old  parcfa- 


^^i/v/v  w*  .^au4%  *«.'ary  e— an^  yet,  I  wot  not— for.  if 
Abbot  Boniface  be  but  the  poor  peasant  Blinkhooli& 
his  successor,  the  Abbot  Ambrosius,  is  still  transmuted 
for  the  worse  into  the  guise  of  a  aword-and-budder- 
man." 

"  Ha !  Is  this  indeed  the  Abbot  Boniface  of  whom 
I  have  heard  7"  said  the  Queen.  **  It  is  indei^  I  who 
should  have  bent  the  knee  for  your  blessing,  good 
Father!" 

"  Bend  no  knee  to  mo^  Lady !  Tlie  blessing  of  an 
old  man,  who  is  no  longer  an  Abbot,  ip  with  yon 
over  dale  and  down— I  &ar  the  tnftnpling  of  yeur 
horses." 

"  Farewell,  Father,"  said  the  Queen.  "When  we 
are  once  more  seated  at  Holyrood,  we  will  ndither 
fors»t  thee  nor  thine  injured  garden." 

^HfS'orget  us  both,"  said  the  Ex-Abbot  Bonify 
"  and  may  Grod  be  with  you !" 

As  they  hurried  out  of  the  house,  they  heard  the  old 
man  talking  and  muttering  to  himaelil  as  he  hastily 
drew  bolt  and  bar  behind  them. 

"  The  revenge  of  the  Douglasses  will  reach  the  poor 
old  man,"  said  the  Queen.  "  Qod  help  me,  I  ruin  every 
one  whom  I  apj)roach !" 

"His  safety  is  cared  for,"  said  Seyton;  "he  most 
nt  t  remain  here,  but  will  be  privately  conducted  to  a 
pUce  of  greater  security.  But  I  would  your  Grace 
were  in  the  saddle.— To  norse !  to  horse  r 

The  party  of  Seyton  aikl  of  Douglas  were  increased 
to  about  ten  by  those  attendants  who  had  remained 
with  the  horses.  The  Queen  and  her  ladies^  wi^  au 
the  rest  who  came  from  the  boat  were  mstandr 
mounted ;  and  holding  aloof  from  the  village,  whicn 
was  already  alarmed  Dy  the  firing  from  the  casUa 
with  Douglas  acting  as  their  guide,  they  soon  reached 
the  open  groimd,  arid  began  to  ride  as  fast  as  was  oobl- 
■stent  wtth  kacpiog  together  in  good  order. 


dHAPTER  XXXVI. 

!!•  noanted  hiouelf  on  •  ooftl-bl«el(  aleed. 
And  het  on  a  (^«ckle<l  grajr,  ^.     .^ 

If  itii  a  bufofet  hattk  hang  doini  ttcm  bit  uoe, 
And  rouudjy  tlwjr  rode  awajr.  ^.^  ^_. ,  ^ 

Thi  influence  of  the  free  ^^  the  ruahing  of  the 
horses  over  high  and  low,  the  ringing  of  the  bridles, 
the  excitation  at  once  arising  from  a  sense  of  freedom 
and  of  rapid  mouon,  gradually  dispelled  the  confused 
and  deject(Jd  sort  or  stupefaction  bv  which  Queen 
Mary  was  at  first  overwhelmed.  She  could  hot  at 
last  conceal  the  change  of  her  feelings  to  the  person 
vfho  rode  at  her  fein,  and  who  she  doubled  not  was 
the  Father  Ambrosius:  for  Seyton,  with  all  the  heady 
impetuosity  of  a  youth,  proud,  and  jusdy  so,  of  his 
first  successlbl  adventure,  assumed  all  the  bustle  and 
importance  of  commander  of  the  little  party,  which 
escorted,  in  the  language  of  the  time,  the  Fortune  of 
Scotland.  He  now  led  the  van,  now  checked  his 
bounding  steed  till  the  rear  had  come  up,  exhorted  the 
leaders  to  keep  a  steady,  though  rapid  pace,  and  com- 
manded those  who  were  hindmost  of  the  party  to  use 
their  spurs,  and  allow  no  interval  to  take  place  in 
their  line  of  march  j  and  anon  he  was  beJaide  the 
Queen;  or  her  ladies,  inauiring  how  they  brooked  the 
hasty  journey,  and  whether  they  had  arfjr  commands 
for  him.  Bat  while  Seyton  thus  busied  himself  in  the 
general  cause  with  some  advantage  to  the  re^lar 
order  of  the  march,  and  a  good  aeol  of  personal 
ostentation,  the  horseman  who  rode  beside  the 
Queen  gave  her  his  full  and  undividea  attention,  as 
if  he  had  been  waiting  uoon  some  superior  being. 
When  the  road  was  rugged  and  dangerous,  he  aban- 
doned almost  entirely  the  care  of  his  own  horse,  and 
kept  his  hand  constantly  upon  the  Queen's  bridle :  if 
a  river  or  larger  brook  traversed  their  course,  his  left 
arm  retained  her  in  the  saddle,  while  nis  right  held 
her  palfrey's  rein. 

•*!  had  not  thought,  reverend  Father,"  said  the 
Queen,  when  they  reached  the  other  bank,  "  that  the 
convent  bred  such  good  horsemen."— The  person  she 
addressed  sighed,  but  made  no  other  answer.—"  I 
know  not  how  it  is,"  said  Queen  Mary,  "but  either 
the  sense  of  freedom,  or  the  pleasure  of  my  fevourite 
exercise,  from  which  I  have  been  so  long  debarred,  or 
both  combined,  seem  to  have  given  wings  to  me— no 
fish  ever  shot  through  the  water,  no  biro,  through  the 
air,  with  the  hurried  feeling  of  liberty  and  rapture  with 
which  I  sweep  through  this  night-wind,  and  over 
these  wolds.  Pfay,  such  is  the  magic  of  feeling  my- 
self once  more  in  the  saddle,  that  I  could  almost 
awear  I  am  at  this  moment  mounted  on  my  own 
favourite  Roj'abelle,  who  was  never  matched  in  Scot- 
land for  swiftness,  for  ease  of  motion,  and  for  suro- 
ness  of  foot," 

*^And  if  the  horse  which  bears  so  dear  a  burden 
could  speak,"  answered  the  deep  voice  of  the  melan- 
choly George  of  Douglas,' "  would  she  not  reply,  who 
but  Rosabelle  ought  at  such  an  emergence  as  this  to 
serve  herbelovedTmistreas,  or  who  but  Dou£^a  ought 
to  hold  her  bridle-rein  V 

Queen  Ma^,  started ;  she  foresaw  at  once  all  the 
evils  like  to  arise  to  herself  and  him  from  the  deep 
enthusiastic  passion  of  this  youth ;  but  her  feelings  aa 
a  woman,  gratefid  at  once  and  compassiooate,  pre- 
Tented  her  assuming  the  dignity  of  a  Queen,  and  she 
endeavoured  to  oontmue  the  converaatioB  ia  an  indif- 
ferent tone. 

"Methought,"  she  said,  "1  heaid  that,  at  the  .di- 
vision of  my  spoils,  Rosabelle  had  become  the  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Morton's  paramour  and  ladyfr4ove» 
Alice." 

*'The  noUe  palirey  had  indeed  been  destined  to  so 
bale  a  lot,"  answered  Douglas ;  "  she  was  kept  imdisr 
four  keys,  and  under  the  charae  of  a  nomeroua  crew  of 
grooms  and  domestics— hut  Queen  Hary  needed  Ro- 
•abejle,  and  Rosabelle  is  here." 

**AQd  wad  it  well,  Pougla^"  said  Queen  Mary, 
**  when  such  iearful  risks  of  vanous  kinds  must  D/^a 
be  encountered,  that  you  should  augment  their  periU 
to  younidf;  for  a  subject  of  ao  little  moment/OS  a  pa)- 

■Do  tou  call  t6at  of  tittle  inoment  7*  ainswered 
3\ 


THE  ABBOT.  ll« 

DougUs,  "  which  has  afforcied  y^  a  moment's  P^st- 
sure  7— Did  you  not  start  wiikjoy  when  I  ^rst  said 
you  were  mounted  on  Rosaballel— And  to  parcha^e 
you  that  pleasurci  thoogh  it  were  to  last  no  longer 
than  the  nash  of  lightning  doth^  would  not  Donglaf 
have  risked  hia  life  a  thousand  ttmeaT' 


IS 

Saint  Mar>^s— Nay,l>oi;^aa,'l  wOl^ot  let  youqwi 
my  rein  in  displeasure."    , 

''Displeasure,  Lady  I"  answered  Douglas ;  "alaal' 
sorrow  is  all  that  I  can  feel  for  your  well-warranteU 
contempt— I  should  be  as  soon  displeased  vfith 
Heaven  for  refusing  the  wildest  wish  whi^h  {norial  * 
cari  form." 

'*Abide  by  my  rein,  however,"  said  Mary,  "there 
is  room  tor  mv  XA>rq.  Abbot  on  the  oihev  side;  and* 
besides,  1  doubt  if  his  assistance  would  be  so  useful  ' 
to  Rosabelle  and.  me  as  youra  has  been,  aUould  tine  • 
road  again  require  it.  i 

Tlie  Abbot  came  up  on  the  other  aide,  and  ahe  in^ 
mediately  opened  a  conversation  with  biro  on  the  topie . 
of  the  state  of  parties,  and  the  plan  fittest  fof  her  to  . 
pursue  in  consequence  <^  her  deliveranoe.  >Ia*^kS 
conversation  Douglas  took  little  idiare,  and  never  to 
when  directly  applied  io  by  the  Queen,  wiiile,  aa.be* 
fore,  his  attention  seemed  entirely  eogroased  bytha 
care  of  Mary's  personal  safety.  She  learned,  how- 
ever, she  had  a  new  oblJgati9n  to  hini^  since,  by -hia 
contrivance,  the  Abbot,  whom  he  had  fumiafaed  mth 
the  family  pass-word,  waa  introduced  into  th»  eaaiie 
as  one  of  the  garrison. 

I/)ng  before  day  break  they  ended  their  baaty  atMl 
perilous  journey  beforo>the  gates  of  Niddrte^  a  castle 
in  West  Loti^iao,  belonging  to  Lord  Seyton.  Wbon 
the  Queen  was  about  to  alight,  Henry  Seyton,  pre*- 
venting  Douglas,  received  ^er  in  hia  arms,  audi  kneels 
ing  down,  prayed  her  Maiesty  to  enter  the  houss  oi 
his  father,  her  faithful  servant 

"Your  Grace,"  he  added,  "may  vepoae  yotirsell 
here  in  perfect  safety— it  is  already  garrisoned  with 
good  men  for  yourpfotecUoQ;  and  I  navaatnt  apost 
to  my  father,  whose  instant  arrival,  at  the  head  oifiTs 
hundred  men,  may  be  looked  for.  Do  not  dismay 
yourself^  therefore,  should  your  sleep  be  broken  by  tha 
trampling  of  horse  t  but  only  think,  ihlit  here  an 
some  scores  more  of  the  saucy  oeyions  eome  to  at* 
tend  you." 

"And  by  better  friends  than  the  aaucy  SeytoQB,'a 
Scottish  Queen  cant^ot  be  guarded,"  rentied  Mary. 
"Rosabelle  went  fleet  as  the  summer  oreeze,  aad 
well  nigh  tfs  easy;  but  it  is  long  siiMe  I  htvie  been  a 
traveller,  end  1  feel  that  repose  wiU  be,  welcome.^ 
Catherineinui  miif'TKmve,  you  must  sleep  in  my  apart- 
ment  to-night,  and  bid  me  welcome  to  your  noble 
father's  castle.— Thanks,  thanks  to  all  ooy  kind  de&t*  . 
verers— thanks,  and  a  good  night  is  all  I  can  nu\v 
offer ;  but  if  I  climb  onoe  more  to  the  upper  aid^  of 
Fortune's  wheel,  1  will  nothsve  her  banoaga.  Marf 
Stewart  will  keep  her  eyes  open,  and  distinmiish.her 
friends.— Se>ton,  I  need  scarcely  reoemmeiia  the  t»* 
nerable  Abbot,  the  Doughis^  aod  itiy  page,  to  your 
honourable  care  And hospitaluy.'^ 

^enry  Sevton  bowed,  and  CalberiASand  Lftdy  Fie 
nung  attended  the  Queen  to  bar  apartment ;  -^em^ 
opknowledging  to  them  thai  ahe  ahoaild  ha  via  found  iw 
di£dcult  m  that  raomeni  to  keep  ker  proniae  of  hom- 
ing her  eyes  open,  she  resigned  henelf  to  repoM^  and 
awakened  not  till  the  morning  was  advanced. 

Mary's  first  foelbu^  wben  Bh»  awoke,  waa  tke  do«bt 
of  her  freedom)  and  the  impulse  promyMl  her  to 
start  from  bed*  sm  hastily  throwing  her  maBill  over 
her  skouldersL  to  look  out  at  ibe  casemeiil  of  ber 
apartmeik.  O  sight  of  joy  1  instead  of  the  crystal  . 
abeet  of  LochUf eck  unaiteifd  am  by  tbs  influenee 
of  the  wind,  a  landscape  of  wood  and  moorland  lay 
before  her.  and  the  park  aiouad  the  castle  was  oceu* 
pied  by  the  tfoops  -of  bar  most  foithf ul  and  most 

"Rwe,  nse,  Catherine,"  cried  the  enraptured  Pritt-  ■ 
«ess;  **  arieaiand  oome  hiihef  l-^icre  ara  sword^attif 
spears  ia  tnia  bawbi  -SAct  gHttani^  annoiir-oti  MikW 
brrasta.    Here  are  banners,  my  ffiU  floating  m  m 
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now,  and  hoi>e  hereafter  to  have  the  advantage  of 
puveming  by  it  our  kingdum.— You  wrill  permit  my 
Utiles  and  me,  my  f^od  lord^  to  break  our  t'avt  aionz 
with  you— Wc  must  be  halfsoldiera  oursdves  and 
Wit  state  apart." 

Low  bowed  many  a  hclmetf?d  head  at  this  gracions 
profl*er,  when  (he  Queen,  glancing  her  e\  c a  ihroiJj;h 
the  assembled  leaders,  miFficd  botn  Dou^fiae  and  Ro- 
land Grvme,  and  inquired  for  them  in  a  whisper  to 
Catherine  Seyton. 

''They  are  m  yonder  oratory,  madam,  sad  cnoi:gh,' 
replied  Catherine;  and  the  Queen  observed  thatiicr 
favourite's  eyes  were  red  with  weeping. 

"This  must  not  be,"  said  the  Queen.  "Keep  ihs 
company  amused— I  will  seek  them,  and  introduce 
thfm  myself." 

She  went  into  the  oratory,  where  the  first  she  met 
was  George  Douglas,  standing,  or  rather  reclining^ 
in  the  recces  of  a  wmdow,  his  back  restf-d  agmuiiit 
the  wall,  and  his  arms  folded  on  his  breast.  Ai  the 
pit:ht  of  the  Queen  he  started,  and  his  counrenanca 
fij^owed,  for  an  instant,  an  expression  of  intense  de- 
h^ht,  which  was  instantly  exchanged  for  his  usual 
ditp  melancholy. 

"What  means  this?"  she  snid;  *'Douplas.  Hb| 
liotiB  the  first  deviser  and  bold  executor  of  the  hc^pj 
^hcme  for  oiv  freedom,  shun  the  company  of  kit 
folluw  nobles,  and  of  the  Sovereign  whom  he  has 
oli%dr 

"Madam,"  replied  Douglas,  "those  whom  yon 
f^race  with  your  presence  bring  followers  to  aid  your 
CnIhpc.  wealth  to  support  your  state,— can  ofltr  jcm 
[jails  in  which  to  feast,  and  impreimable  caf Ues  for 
vfkur  defence.  lama  houseless  and  landless  ff.an— 
(ti^inhi-rited  by  mv  mothtr,  and  laid  under  her  male- 
dirtion- disowned  by  my  name  and  kind^-d— who 
hnii^  nothing  to  vour  standard  butt  single s^ord, 
and  the  poor  life  ot  its  owner." 

*'r>o  you  mean  to  upbraid  me,  Dougla^"  lepii^ 
[he  Qiiftn,  *'  by  showing  what  you  have  lost  fur  my 
^i>kr?" 

"  God  forbid,  madam  !"  interrupted  the  youn?  man, 
enpcrly;  "were  it  to  do  again,  and  hud  I  ton  timei 
03  much  rank  and  wraith,  and  twenty  times  as  nifciiy 
friends  to  loose,  my  losses  would  be  overpaid  by  th« 
firttt  step  yon  made,  as  a  free  prinjesa,  upon  the  foil 
of  your  native  kingdom." 

'And  ^hat  then  ails  you,  that  you  will  not  rejcioc 
lAith  those  who  rejoice  upon  the  same  joyful  occa- 
i-um  ?"  i>aid  the  Queen. 

"  Mndain,"  rci  lied  the  youth,  "  thouf;h  rxheridaif^ 
nnd  disownrd,  I  am  yet  a  Douglas :  with  n-.u»t  ot 
jondtT  nobles  my  family  have  b«-en  m  feud  for  ap«:F— 
n  cold  reception  amonpst  them  were  an  insult,  a.nd  i 
kind  one  vet  nion'  humiliating." 

"  For  sr.dnie.  Douglap.''  replied  the  Qu«  n,  *'shaU 
of!'  this  unmanly  glooni !— I  can  make  ihti  matclt 
for  the  best  of  them  in  title  and  fortune,  and,  be 
lieve  me,  I  will.— Go  then  amongst  llKro,  1  com- 
mand you." 

"That  word,"  said  Douglos,  "is  enough— I  pa 
This  only  let  me  say,  tha  t  not  for  wealth  or  u\\c  would 
I  h.'ive  done  ihnt  which  I  have  done— Mary  Suwart 
will  not,  and  the  Quern  cannot,  reward  me'." 

So  sayint?,  he  left  the  onitor>',  mingled  with  the 
nobles,  and  placed  himself  at  the  bottom  of  the  table. 
The  Queen  looked  after  him,  and  put  her  kerchief  to 
her  eyes. 

*'  Now,  Our  Lady  pity  me,"  she  said.  "  for  nu  *uaner 
fine  my  prison  cares  ended,  than  those  which  btstf 
Tnii  as  a  woman  and  a  queen  agmin  thicken  around 
me.— Happy  Elliabeth  !  to  whom  political  interest  n 
every  thing,  and  whose  heart  never  befniys  thy  head 
—  And  now  must  I  sctk  this  other  boy,  if  1  would 
prevent  daggero-drawing  betwixt  him  and  the  youofi 
Sevfon." 

Roland  Gramme  was  in  the  same  oratory,  but  at  suco 

a  distance  fn^m  Douglas,  that  he  could  noi  overhear 

And  when  dowejoumevT  wtmt  passed  bit^ixt  the  Queen  and  h.m.    He  aUo 

"He;>ropose,"fl«i(/l^rd  Sexton,  "if  youTGTWe**^vi!a»fiTOodv  and  thoughful,  but  clcaicd  his  bru«  at 
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wind,  as  lightly  as  summer  clouds— Great  God  I 
what  pleasure  to  my  weary  e>'es  to  trace  their  devices 
— thmc  own  brave  father's- the  princely  Hamil* 
ton's— the  faithful  Fleming's— See— see— they  have 
caught  a  glimpse  of  me,  and  throng  towards  the 
window !" 

She  flung  the  casement  open,  and  with  her  bare 
head,  from  which  the  tressrs  flow  back  loose  and  di- 
shevelled, her  fair  arm,  slenderly  veiled  by  her  mantle, 
returned  by  motion  and  sign  the  exultmg  shouts  of 
the  warriors,  which  echoed  for  many  a  furlong 
around.  When  the  first  burst  of  ecstatic  joy  was 
ever,  she  recollected  how  lightly  sh«  was  dressed, 
and,  putting  her  hands  to  her  face,  which  was  covered 
with  blushes  at  the  recollection,  withdrew  abruptly 
from  the  window.  The  cause  of  her  retreat  was 
easily  conjecturt^t,  and  increased  the  general  enthu- 
siasm for  a  Princess,  who  had  forgotten  her  rank  in 
her  haste  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  her  subjects. 
Tiic  unadorned  beautieis  of  the  lovelv  woman,  too, 
moved  the  military*  speciotors  mort»  than  the  highest 
display  of  her  re^al  state  might;  and  what  might 
have  seemed  too  free  in  her  mode  of  appearing  beton- 
them,  was  more  than  atoned  for  by  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  moment,  and  by  the  delicacy  evinced  in  her  hasty 
retreat.  Often  as  the  shouts  died  away,  as  often  were 
they  renewed  till  wood  and  hill  rung  again :  and  mnny 
a  deep  oath  was  made  that  monnng  on  the  cn>8s  of 
the  sword,  that  the  hand  should  not  part  with  the 
M'capon,  till  Mary  Stewart  was  resrorrnl  to  her  rights. 
Dut  what  are  pronii<>r»s,  whut  the  ho(>es  of  mortals? 
In  ten  days  these  gallant  and  devoted  votaries  were 
slain,  were  captivos,  or  had  fled. 

Mnry  flung  herself  into  the  nearest  seat,  and  still 
blushing,  yet  half  smiling,  exclaimed,  ^*Ah  mip- 
nonnr,  what  will  they  think  of  me?— to  show  myself 
to  them  with  my  bare  feet  hastily  thrust  into  the'slip- 
|)erB— only  this  loose  mantle  abou'  Aie— my  hair  loose 
on  mv  sliotddcrs— my  arms  and  neck  so  bare— O,  the 
best  t*hey  can  suppose  is,  that  her  abode  in  yonder 
dungeon  has  turned  their  Queen's  brain!  But  my 
rebel  subjects  saw  me  exposed  when  I  was  in  the  dc-ptn 
of  afniction,  why  should  I  hold  colder  ceremony  wiih 
hese  faithful  and  loyal  men?— Call  Fleming,  how- 
ever—I trust  she  has  not  forgotten  the  little  mail 
with  my  apparel— We  must  be  as  brave  as  we  can, 
mienonne. 

**Nay,  madam,  our  good  Lady  Fleming  was  in  no 
case  to  remember  any  thing." 

"  You  jest,  Cathenne,"  said  the  Queen,  somewhat 
offended;  **it  is  not  in  her  nature,  surely,  to  forget 
her  duty  so  far  as  to  leave  us  nithout  a  change  of  ap- 

"*  Roland  Grnprne,  madam,  touk  rare  of  that,"  an- 
swered Catherine;  "for  hu  threw  the  mail,  with  your 
highness's  clothes  and  jewels,  into  the  boar,  ere  he 
ran  back  to  lock  the  gate— I  nt>ver  saw  so  awkward 
«  page  as  that  youth— the  packet  well  nigh  fell  on 
my  hcdd." 

''He  shall  make  thy  heart  amends,  mygirV*  said 
Quec-n  Mary,  laughing,  "for  that  and  all  othfTOfTences 
^«en.  But  call  Fleming,  and  let  us  put  ourselves 
into  apparel  lo  meet  our  faithful  lords." 

Such  had  been  the  preparations,  and  such  was  the 
•kill  of  Lady  Meming.  that  the  Queen  appeared  before 
her  assembled  nobles  in  such  attire  as  became,  thoueh 
it  could  not  enhance,  her  natural  dignity.  With  the 
most  winning  courtem*,  she  expressed, to  each  indi- 
vidual her  grateful  thanks,  and  dignified  not  only 
every  noble,  but  many  of  the  ksser  barons,  by  her 
particular  attention. 

"And  whither  now.  my  lords?"  she  said;  "what 
%ray  do  your  counsels  determine  for  us?" 

"^To  Draphane  Castle,"  replied  Lord  Arbroath.  "  if 
your  Majesty  is  so  pleased ;  and  thence  to  Dunbar- 
ton,  to  place  your  Grace's  pc^rson  in  safety,  aAer  which 
we  long  to  prove  if  these  traitors  will  abide  us  in  the 
£c)dr 


^tifrue  will  permit,  to  take  horse  after  tne  monimi 
Jnea/." 
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"IW  phaBure,  my  lords,  U  mine,"  tepYv^  \V*\i«J«g^ 
QuMOi  "ws  wiU  rale  our  Journey  hf  ym  widom\    -^o\ 
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"  but  I  am  told  the  Page  of  LochVxTeii  is  not  the 
Pn^r  of  Niddrie-Castle;  and  so  Master  Henry  Sey- 
ton  haih  in  a  manner  b«en  pleased  to  supoiMxlo  my 
attendance." 

"  Now,  Hoaven  forgive  me,"  said  the  Queen,  "how 
soon  these  cock-chickens  be»in  to  spar !— with  chil- 
dren and  boycL  at  least,  I  may  be  a  ouccn.— I  will 
have  you  friends.— Some  oni!  send  me  Henry  Seyton 
hither."  As  she  spoke  the  last  words  aloud,  tne  youth 
whom  s!;e  had  named  entered  the  apartment,  "uome 
hithtr,"  she  said,  "Henry  Seyton— I  will  have  you 
give  your  hand  to  this  youth,  who  so  well  aided  in  the 
plan  of  my  escape." 

"^VVillmjtly.  madam,"  answered  Seyton,  "so  that 
the  youth  will  grant  me,  as  a  boon,  that  he  tduch  not 
the  h'lnd  ol  another  Seyton  whom  tie  knows  of.  My 
hand  has  passed  current  for  hors  Mrith  him  before 
now— and  to  win  my  friendship,  he  must  give  up 
thoughts  of  my  sister^s  love." 

"  H(mr>'  Seyton,"  said  the  Queen,  "does  it  become 
you  t(i  nd'd  any  condition  to  my  command?" 

'*  Midnm,"  said  Henry.  "I  am  the  servant  of  your 
Grace's  throne,  son  to  the  most  loyal  man  in  Scot- 
lanii.  Our  ^ouds,  our  castles,  our  blood,  are  fours: 
Our  honour  is  in  our  own  keeping.  I  could  say  more, 
but** 

"  Nav,  sponk  on,  nide  boy,"  said  the  Queen ;  "  what 
avails  it  that  I  am  released  from  Lochhwen,  if  I  am 
thus  enthralled  under  the  yoke  of  my  pretended  deli- 
vurt'rs,  and  prevented  from  doing  justice  to  one  who 
hns  deAorved  ns  well  of  me  as  yourself?" 

**  Re  not  in  this  distemperature  for  mo,  sovereign 
L:idy,"  said  Roland;  ** this  young  gcntteman,  b«ng 
the  tnithful  servant  of  your  Grace,  and  the  brother  of 
Catherine  Seyton,  bears  that  about  him  which  will 
ch:trm  down  my  passion  at  the  hottest." 

•'1  warn  tlioe  once  more,"  said  Henry  Seyton, 
hnughtily,  "that  you  make  no  speech  wnich  may 
inftT  that  the  daughter  of  Lord  Seyton  can  be  oiu{ht 
to  thee  beyond  what  she  is  to  every  churl's  blood  in 
Scotland.'' 

I'tie  Queen  was  again  about  to  inteifere,  for  Ro- 
land's complexion  rose,  and  it  became  somewhat 
quusiionable  how  long  his  love  for  Catherine  would 
suppress  the  natural  nrc  of  his  temper.  But  the  inter- 

Sjsiiion  of  another  persim,  hitherto  unseen,  prevented 
lary's  interference  There  was  in  the  oratory  a 
separate  shrine,  enclosed  with  a  high  screen  of  pierced 
oak,  within  which  was  placed  an  iniaf^e  o(  Saint 
Bennet,  of  peculiar  sanciitv.  Prom  this  recess,  in 
which  she  had  been  probably  engaged  in  her  devo- 
iioiif»,  issued  suddenly  Magdnlon  Gnemc,  and  ad- 
dressed Henrv  Seyton,  in  reply  to  his  last  oflensive 
expwsaions—  And  of  what  -clay,  then,  are  they 
moulded  thitse  Seyton^  that  the  blood  of  the  Gmmes 
may  not  aspire  to  mingle  wiih  theirs?  Know,  proud 
boy,  that  when  I  called  this  youth  my  daughter's 
child,  I  affirm  his  descent  from  Malise  Earl  of  Strat- 
bern.  called  Malise  with  the  bright  band;  and  I  trow 
the  dIoixI  o(  your  house  springs  from  no  higher 
source." 

"Good  mother,"  stid  Seyton,  "methinks  your 
sanctity  should  make  you  superior  Co  these  worldly 
vanities;  and  indeed  it  seems  to  have  rendered  you 
somewhat  oblivious  touching  them,  since,  to  be  of 
gentle  descent,  the  father's  liame  and  Hneagc  mutt 
be  as  well  qualified  as  the  mother*^s." 

"  And  if  I  say  he  tiomes  of  the  blood  of  Avenel 
by  the  father's  side;"  re))lied  Msgdalen  Grxme, 
"name  I  not  blood  as  richlv  eoloursd  as  thuieown?*' 

**Of  Avenel?"  said  the  Queen;  "is  my  page  de- 
scended of  Avenel  V* 

"  Ay,  gracious  Princess,  and  the  last  male-heir  of 
that  ancient  house— Julian  Avenel  was  his  fiither, 
who  fell  in  battle  againMt  the  Souihron." 

*'  I  have  heard  the  talc  of  sorrow,"  said  the  Queen ; 
**il  %vas  thy  daughter,  then,  who  followed  that  un- 
fortunate baron  to  the  field,  and  died  on  his  body? 
Ains!  how  many  ways  does  woman's  aflection  And 
to  work  out  her  own  mi.sery !  The  tale  has  oft  been 
told  and  Runcin  hall  and  bower-^And  (hooi  RoUlikI; 
Mil  that  child  of  miwfvTiunf^  wfio  wm  left  •mong  the 
Ubo^  W^'%  f,  2^^  Stytm,  ha  u  thine  eqoel  in 


"Scarcely  so,"  said  Henry  Seyton,  "even  were  hm 
legitimate ;  but  if  the  tale  be  told  and  sung  anghl*    ' 
Julian  Avenel  was  a  false  knight,  and  his  Icnian  % 
frail  and  credulous  maiden." 

*'  Now,  by  Heaven,  thou  liesl  f  said  Roland  Grmne» 
and  laid  his  hand  on  his  sword.  The  entrance  eC 
Lord  Seyton,  however,  prevented  violence. 

"  Save  me.  my  lord,''  said  the  Queen,  "  and  aepft- 
rate  these  wild  and  untamed  spirita" 

"How,  Henry !"  said  the  Baron,  **are  my  castle^ 
and  the  Queen  a  presence,  no  checks  on  thine  inso- 
lence and  impetuosity?— And  with  whom  art  thoa 
brawHng  ?— unless  my  eyes  spell  that  token  false,  u 
is  with  the  very  youth  who  aided  me  so  gallantly  in 
the  skirmish  with  the  Leshee- Let  mo  look,  fair 
youth,  at  the  medal  which  thou  wearest  in  thy  capu 
By  Saint  Bimnet.  it  is  the  same!— Henry,  I  com- 
mand thee  to  forbear  him,  as  thou  lovcst  my  bleee- 
inir" 

^And  as  you  honour  mv  command,"  said  the 
Queen;  "good  service  hath  he  done  me.*' 

"  Ay,  madam/'  replied  young  Seyton,  "  as  when 
he  carried  the  billet,  enclosed  in  the  sword-sheath,  to 
Lochleven— Marry,  the  good  youth  knew  no  more 
tlian  a  pack-horst^  what  he  was  carrying." 

"  But  I,  who  dedicated  him  to  this  ^rvat  work,"  said 
Magdalen  Graeme—"  I,  by  whose  advice  and  agenciy 
this  just  heir  halh  been  unloosed  from  her  thraldom 
—I,  who  spared  not  the  last  remaining  hope  of  a 
failins;  house  in  this  great  action— i,  at  least  knew 
and  cbunselkid ;  and  what  merit  may  be  mine,  let  the 
reward,  most  gracious  Queen,  descend  upon  thie 
youih.  Mv  mini8tr>'  here  is  ended  ;  you  are  free— a 
sovereign  Princess,  at  the  head  of  a  gallant  aimy. 
surrounded  by  valiant  barons— My  service  eoulu 
avail  you  no  farther,  but  might  well  prejudice  you| 
your  fortune  now  rcste  upon  men's  hearts  and  nion'e 
swords— May  they  prove  as  trusty  as  the  faith  of 
women !" 

"  You  will  not  leave  us,  mother,"  said  the  Quocn— 
"  you  whose  practices  in  our  favour  were  so  power- 
ful, who  dnreri  so  many  dangers,  and  wore  so  manf 
disguises,  to  blind  our  enemies  and  to  confirm  our 
friends— you  will  not  leave  us  in  the  duvra  of  our 
reviving  fortunes,  ere  we  have  lime  to  know  and  to 
thank  you?" 

"Vou  cannot  know  her,"  answered  Mngdalen 
Gnemc,  "  who  knows  not  herself— there  are  tiinee 
when,  in  this  woman's  frame  of  mine,  there  is  the 
strength  of  him  of  Oath— in  this  overtoiled  brain,  the 
wisdom  of  the  Inost  sage  counsellor— and  again  the 
mist  is  on  me,  and  my  strength  is  weakness,  my  wis- 
dom folly.  I  have  spoken  before  princes  and  cardi- 
nals—ay. noble  Princess^  even  before  the  princes  of 
thine  own  house  of  Lorraine;  and  I  know  not  whence 
the  words  of  persuasion  came  which  flowed  from  my 
lips,  and  were  drunk  in  by  tVeir  ears.— And  now, 
even  when  I  most  need  words  of  persun.<«ioii,  there  ie 
something  which  chokes  my  voice,  and  robs  me  of 
utterance." 

"1/  there  be  ought  in  my  power  to  do  thee  plea- 
sure." said  the  Queen,  "  the  barely  naming  it  aliall     , 
avail  as  well  as  all  thine  eloquence. ' 

"  Sovereign  Lady,"  replied  the  enthusiast,  "  it 
shames  me  that  at  this  high  moment  something  of 
human  frailty  should  cling  to  one,  whose  vows  the 
fcnints  have  heard,' whoise  labours  in  the  rightful  cause 
Heaven  has  prospered.  But  it  will  be  thus^  while  the 
living  spirit  is  shrined  in  the  clay  of  mortality— 1  will 
yield  to  the  folly,"  she  said,  weeping  as  ahe  spoken 
*'and  it  shall  be  the  last."  Then  seizing  Roland'a 
hand,  she  led  him  to  the  Queen's  feet,  kneeling  her- 
self upon  one  knee,  and  causing  him  to  kneel  on  both. ' 

"  Mighty  Princess."  she  said, "  look  on  this  flower 
^it  was  found  by  a  kindly  stranger  on  a  bloody  field 
of  battle,  and  long'  it  was  ere  my  anxious  eyes  saw,  > 
and  my  arms  pressed,  all  that  was  lofl  of  my  onif 
daughter.  For  your  sake,  and  for  that  of  the  holy 
faith  we  both  profess,  I  could  leave  this  pUint^  whiU 
it  was  yet.  leudec^  Mo iJcvt  ww^sw^  ^'^  %Nx'a.^'«!K%— ^Hx A    . 
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few  hoort  cA  doubt  snd  drettd,  and  now  I  part  wfth 
thft^tnld  •/  mf  tov©— for  «vcr-fore?«'I— O,  torBvety 
wear/  atap  I  hare  made  in  your  rightful  cauae,  in  this 
and  in  ibfeign  lands,  ghre  pfoteciion  U>  the  child 
whom  I  must  no  more  call  mine  1" 

*'I  swear  to  you,  mother."  said  the  ^oaenk  deeply 
unDetedy  "  that,  for  your  sake  and  his  own,  his  hap- 
piness and  fortune  aball  be  onrcharaer* 

"I  thank  you,datighter of  princee,"  aaid  Magdalen, 
md  pressed  her  lipa,  first  to  the  Queen's  hand,  then 
to  tlM  brow  of  her  grandaon.  "  And  now."  she  said, 
drjqng  her  tears,  andnaing  with  difmity,  ''Earth  haa 
had  Its  own,  and  Heaven  claims  tha  FDst--Lioness 
of  Scotland,  go  forth  and  cononer !  and  if  the  pimyera 
of  a  deroted  votaress  can  avail  the^  thev  will  rise  in 
many  a  land,  and  from  many  a  distant  shnne.  I  will 
glide  Uke  a  ohost  fiom  land  to  land,  from  temple  to 
teraple ;  and  where  the  very  nam©  of  my  coimtry  is 
unluiownt  the  priests  shall  ask  who  is  the  Queen  of 
that  distant  northern  clime,  for  whom  the  ajrod  pil- 
pim-waa  so  ftrvant  in  prayer.  Farewell!  Honour 
l>e  thine,  and  earthly  prosperity,  if  it  be  the  will  of 
God^if  not,  may  the  penance  tnon  shalt  do  here  en- 
sure thy  faappiuesa  hereafter  1— Let  no  one  speak  or 
follow  ane^-my  resolution  is  taken— :my  vow  cannot 
be  cancelled." 

She  ^oed  from  their  presence  as  she  spoke,  and 
her  last  look  was  upon  her  beloved  grandchild.  He 
wonki  have  risen  and  foUowed,  but  the  Qneen  and 
Loid  Seyton  intaiiarad. 

"'Press  not  on  her  now,"  said  Lord  Seyton.  "if 
you  would  not  lose  her  for  ever.  Many  a  tune  nave 
we  aeen  tha  sainted  mother,  and  often  at  the  most 
needful  moment ;  but  to  press  on  her  privacy,  or  to 
th  w^t  her  purpose,  is  a  cnme  which  she  cannot  par- 
doii  i  trust  we  shall  yet  aee  her  at  her  need— <a  noly 
wopHm  she  is  for  oertain»  and  dedksated  wholly  to 
prayer  and  penitence;  and  hence  the  heretics  nold 
her  ss'Ono  dtatraeted,  while  true  Catholics  deem  bc^  a 
saint." 

"Let  me'  then  hope,"  aaki  the  Queen,  "that  you, 
my  lord.  wiU  aid  me  in  the  ezecntion  of  her  last 
reonest." 

'''  What  1  in  the  ptoteotion  of  my  young  second  1— 
cheerfully-^hat  is^  in  all  that  your  majesty  can  think 
It  fitting  to  ask  of  me-^-Henry,  give  thy  huid  upon 
the  instant  to  Roland  Avenel,  for  ao  I  presume  he 
must  now  be  called." 

"<And  shall  be  Lord  of  the  Barony^"  said  the  Qoeen, 
"if  €h>d  prosper  our  rightful  arm  a." 

"  It  can  only  be  to  restore  it  to  my  kind  protectiees, 
who  now  holds  it,"  said  youiig  Avenel.  "I  would 
rather  be  landleae  all  my  ute^  than  ahe  loat  a  rood  of 
grooad  by  roe." 

'^Nay,"  said  the  Qaseo,  looking  to  Lord  Seyton, 
*  his  mind  matches  his  birth— Henry,  thou  has  not 


yet  even  thy  hand." 

"it  is  hia,"  aakl  Henry,  gi     ^  

peaianee  <i{  oourteav,  bat  wbnpenng  R(riand  at  the 


is  1^"  aaiid  Henry,  giving  it  with  some  ap- 


sarfte time^— " For nUthis  thou nast  not  ray sistn^s." 
"May  it  please  your  Grace,"  said  Lord  Seyton, 
**  now  that  these  {jjasMgae  are  ovei;  to  honour  our 
poor  meal.  Tiaaeit  were  that  our  banners  were  re- 
flected m  the  Clyde.  We  maat  to  horse  with  aa  little 
delay  as  may  be." 
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Ay,  lir-oar  ancieot  crown,  m  theas  wild  timet, 
Oft  blood  upon  a  east— the  gum»tm*»  daeat, 
00  oftm  alaked,  aod  loat,  and  Hmd  rafainod, 
96ittet  kiia  w  ao  naay  hattrda. 

^  Etp^nbh  FoAer. 

It  la  not  our  object  to  enter  into  Uie  histonoal  part 
iA  tfaereiga  ef  the  ill-fkted  Mary,  or  to  recount  how, 
durlu;  the  week  which,  succeeded  her  flight  firoin 
Lochieven,  her  partiBans  mustered  around  ner  with 
their  i6llowef&  IbimiM  a  gallant  army,  amounting 
tu  sipt  thousand  men.  Somuchr  halit  has  been  lately 
thrown  en  the  most  minute  details  of  the  period,  by 
Mr.  Chahnera,  in  his  vahiable  History  of  Queen 
Manr,  that  tin  reader  nay  be  aafsly  referred  to  it  (or 
the  tmleat  iafbnnatk>n-wbich.  ancient  recorda  afiqrd 
"onashdn^ibat  interest^  time.   Itis  flQffieien^ibf 


our  purpose  to  aay,  thai  while  Mary'a  head-qoartei^ 
were  at  Hamilton,  theKegent  and  us  adherents  had^ 
in  the  KiiM*a  name,  asseinbled  a  host  at  GJasgow 
inferior  indeed  to  that  of  thaUueen  in  number^  but 
formidable  from  the  military  talenta  of  Murray.  Mor- 
ton, the  Laird  of  Ghtdige;  and  oihera.  who  hoA  been 
trained  from  their  youth  in  tbreign  and  domeatie  waM. 

In  theee  oireumstaocea,  it  waa  the  obvioua  policy  ot 
Queen  Mary  to  avoid  a  conflict,  aeaire  that  %ere  ner 
person  once  in  safety,  the  number  of  her  adherenta 
must  daily  increase  i  whereas,  the  forces  of  thoeeon* 
poaed  to  ner  most,  aa  bad  frequently  happened  in  the 
previoua  history  of  her  reign,  have  dimmiahed,  and 
their  spirits  become  broken.  And  so  evident  was  this 
to  her  oounseUors,  that  they  resolved  their  first  step 
should  be  to  place  the  Qoeen  in  the  strong  castle  of 
Dunfoarton,  mere  to  await  the  course  of  events,  the 
arrival  of  succours  from  France,  and  the  leviea  which 
were  made  bv  her  adherents,  in  every  province  in 
Scotland.  Accordingly,  orders  wers  given  that  all 
men  ^uld  be  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  apparelled  in 
their  armour,  and  ready  to  follow  the  Qiieen's  standi 
ard  in  array  of  battle,  the  avowed  oeterminatien 
being  to  escort  her  to  the  castle  of  Dunbanon  in  defi- 
ance of  her  eneroiea. 

The  muster  was  made  upon  Hamilton-Moor,  and 
the  march  commenced  in  all  the  pomp  of  feudal 
times*  Military  nwmo  sounded,  banners  and  pen- 
none  waved,  armour  glittered  iar  and  wide,  and 
spearajdanced  and  twinkled  like  atars  in  a  frosty 
sky.  The  gallant  spectacle  of  warhke  parade  waa 
on  this  occasion  digmfied  by  the  presence  of  the 
Qoeen  herself^  who,  with  a  fair  retinue  of  ladiea  and 
household  attendants,  and  a  special  guard  of  gentle- 
men, amonratwhom  young  Seyton  ^d  Roland  were 
distinguished,  gave  grace  at  once  and  confidence  to 
the  army,  which  apread  its  ample  files  before^  around, 
and  behind  her.  Many  churchmen  also  jomed  the 
cavalcade,  roost  of  whom  did  not  scnnle  to  assinne 
arroa,  and  declare  their  intention  of  winding  them  in 
defence  of  Mary  and  the  Catholic  fioith.  Not  so  the 
Abbot  of  Saint  MaiVs.  Roland  had  not  seen  this 
prelate  aincethe  nignt  of  their  escape  from  Lochle- 
ven,  and  he  now  beheld  him,  robed  in  the  drees  of  his 
order,  assome  his  station  near  the  Queen's  p^son. 
Roland  haMened  to  pull  ofi*  his  basnet,  and  beseech 
tiie  Abbot'a  blessing. 

"Thou  hast  it,  my  son!"  said  the  priest;  "I  aee 
thee  now  under  thy  true  namei  and  m  thy  ri^tful 

garb«    The  helmet  with  the  holly  branch  befits  yom 
rows  well^I  have  long  waitea  for  the  hour  thou 
shouldct  asMme  it" 

"  Then  you  knew  of  my  descent,  my  good  father  T 
aaid  Roland. 

"I  ^d  so,  but  it  was  under  seal  of  confession 
from  thy  grandmother :  nor  was  I  at  liberty  to  tell  tha 
secret,  till  ahe. herself  abould  make  it  known." 

"Her  reason  for  such  secrecy,  my  ftuherl"  saki 
Roland  AveneL 

"Fear,  perchance,  of  my  brother— a  mistaken  fear, 
for  Halbert  wonki  not,  to  ensure  himself  a  kingdom, 
have  offered  wrong  to  an  orphan ;  besides  that  youx 
title,  in  mnet  times,  even  had  your  fhtherdone  yoai 
momer  that  justice  which  I  well  hope  be  did,  could 
not  have  competed  with  that  of  my  brothera  wiA^ 
the  child  of  Julian'a  ekler  brotlier/' 

"They  need  fear  no  coropelitton  from  me,"  sak! 
Avenel  "  Scotland  is  wide  enough,  and  there  are 
many  manors  to  win,  without  plundering  my  bene- 
factor. Bat  prove  to  me,  my  reverend  father,  that  my 
father  was  jtiat  to  my  mother— show  me  that  I  may 
call  myself  a  legitimate  Avenel,  and  make  me  your 
bonnden  slave  for  ever  r 

"Ay^"  teptied  dbe'Al^  "I  Uar  the  Sevtons  hold 
thee  cheap  fix  that  stain  on  thy  ebiekl.  Something, 
however.  I  have  learnt  Itom  the  late  Abbot  Bonifaee, 
vhich.  it  it  piove  eooth,  may  redeem  that  reproacii." 

"Tdl  ma  that  blessed  news,"  saki  Roland.^  and 
the  fnture  service  of  my  life"     ■ 

"Rash  boyi"  saki  the  Abbot,  "I  should  but  mad-  ' 
den  thine  impatient  temper^  by  exciting  hopes  that 
may  aisver  he fulfilled-'aiid  is  this  a  tiiae  for  them? 
Think  on  what  periloua  maroh  we  are  bound,  and  if 
then  hn#  ftraib  unooofci^adt  negfect  ^n^i  the  «iUy 
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kiiflaro  which  Heaven  niav  pefofaanoe  affi>ni  thee  for 
^knfesfldon  and  absolutioQ." 

"There  will  be  time  enough  for  both,  I  tnurt,  when 
we  reach  Dunbartont"  anawerad  the  page. 

"Ay,"  said  the  Abbot,"  thou  croweet  aa  bvidlraa 
ike  rest— but  we  ^m  not  yet  at  Donbarton,  md  there 
la  a  lion  in  the  path." 

"Mean  you  Murray,  Morton,  and  the  other  rebels 
at  Glasgow,  my  re?eremi  father  1  Tuahl  they  dare 
not  look,  on  the  royal  banner." 

"  Even  so,"  replied  the  Abbot,  "  speak  many  of 
those  who  are  older  and  should  be  wiaer  than  thou. 
~l  have  returned  m>m  the  soutl^em  shires^  where  I 
left  many  a  chief  of  name  arming  m  the  Queen^a  inter- 
eet— I  left  the  lords  here  ^iae  and  conaiderate  men— 
I  find  them  madmen  on  my  return—thcy  are  willing 
for  mere  pride  and  vamglory,  to  brave  the  enemy, 
and  to  carry  tha  Queen,  as  it  were  in  tiiun^,  paat 
the  walls  of  Glasgow,  and  under  the  bearda  of  the 
adverse  army.— Seldom  does  Heaven  smile  on  such 
mistimed  confidence.  We  shaU  be  encountered,  and 
that  to  the  purpose." 

"  And  so  much  the  better."  replied  Roland, "  the 
field  of  battle  was  my  cradle." 

"Beware  it  be  not  thy  dying  bed,"  aaid  the  Abbot 
•*Buf  what  avails  it  whiBpering  to  young  wolves  the 
dangers  of  the  chase  7  You  will  know,  perchance, 
ere  this  day  is  out,  what  yonder  men  are,  whom  yon 
hold  in  rash  contempt." 

"Why,  what  are  they?"  said  Henry  Seyton,  who 
.  now  jomed  them :  "  have  they  sinews  of  wir&  and 
flesh  of  iron7~Will  lead  pierce  and  steel  cut  them? 
—If  so,  reverend  father,  wq  have  HtUe  to  fear." 

"They  are  evil  mw,"  said  the  Abbot,  "but  the 
trade  of^  war  demands  no  saints.— Murray  and  Mor- 
'ton  are  known  to  be  the  beet  generals  m  Scottanc. 
No  one  ever  saw  Lindesa/a  or  Ruthven's  bank— 
Kirkoldy  of  Grange  was  named  by  the  Constable 
Montmorency  the  first  soldier  in  Europe— My  brother, 
too  good  a  name  for  such  a  cause,  has  been  far  and 
wide  known  for  a  leader." 

"  The  better,  the  better!"  said  Seyton,  triumphantly; 
**  we  shall  have  all  these  traitors  pf  rank  and  name  m 
a  fair  field  before  us^  Our  cause  is  the  beat,  our  mua- 
l>ers  are  tlie  strongest,  our  hearts  and  linibs  match 
theirs— Saint  Bennei,  and  set  on !" 

The  Abbot  made  no  reply,  but  seemed  lost  in  reflec- 
tion:  and  his  anxiety  in  some  measure  communicated 
Itself  to  Roland  Avenel,  who  ever,  as  their  Une  of 
march  led  over  a  ridge  or  an  eminence,  caat  an  anx- 
k)us  look  towards  ine  towers  of  Glasgow,  as  if  he 
expected  to  see  symptoms  of  the  enemy  issuing  forth. 
It  was  not  tb^t  he  feared  the  fight,  but  the  issue  was 
of  such  deep  miport  to  his  coimtry,  and  to  himaeli; 
that  the  natural  fire  of  his  spirit  burned  with  a  leas 
lively,  though  with  a  more  intense  gk>w.  Love^ 
honour.  fam&  fortune,  all  seemed  to  depend  on  the 

Sne  of  one  field,  rashly  hazarded  pohapa,  but  now 
Leiy  to  become  unavoidable  and  decisive. 
When,  at  length,,  their  march  came  to  be  nearly 
parallel  with  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Roland  became 
•eosible  that  the  hi^n  grounds  before  thorn  were  al- 
ready in  part  occupied  bv  a  force,  showing,  like  their 
own^  the  royal  banner  ot  Scotland,  and  on  the  point 
of  being  supported  by  columns  of  infantry  and  squad- 
rons or  horse,  which  the  city  gates  had  poured  forth, 
and  which  hastily  advanced  to  sustain  those  troops 
who  already  possessed  the  ground  in  fivnt  of  the 
Clueen's  forces.  Horseman  aAer  horaeman  galloped 
in  from  the  advanced  guard,  with  tidings  that  Mur- 
ray had  taken  the, field  with  his  whole  army;  that 
hia  object  was  to  intercept  the  Queen's  maron,  and 
his  purpose  unquestionable  to  hazard  a  battle.  It 
was  now  that  the  tempers  of  men  were  subjected  tr  a 
Budden  and  a  severe  trial;  and  that  those  who  had 
too  presumptuously  concluded  that  they  abould  paas 
without  combat,  were  something  disconcerted,  when, 
at  once^  and  with  Utile  time  to  deliberale,  they  found 
themselves  placed  m  front  of  a  resolute  enemy.— 
Their  chiefs  immediately  assembled  around  the 
Queen,  and  held  a  hasty  council  of  war.  Mary's 
Quivering  lip  confessed  the  fear  which  she  endea- 
voured to  conceal  under  a  bold  and  dijoufied  do- 
ncanoor.  But  her  efibrts  were  overcome  hy  painfiil 
2t» 
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recolleetions  ot  the  disastrous  issue  of  her  last  ap- 
pearance In  arms  at  CaTberry-hill :  and  v^hcn  ^he 
meant  to  have  asked  them  their  advice  fur  ordcrmg 
the  battle,  she  involuntarily  inquired  whether  thero 
were  no  means  of  escaping  without  an  engagement  7 

"  EsoapingT'  answered  the  Lord  Seyton ;  "  when 
I  stand  as  one  to  ten  of  your  Highness's  enemies,  I 
may  think  of  escape— but  never  while  I  stand  with 
three  to  two  1" 

"  Batde !  battle!"  exclaimed  the  assembled  lords ; 
"  we  vi^  drive  the  rebels  from  their  vantage  ground, 
as  the  hound  turns  the  hare  on  the  hill  side." 

"  Methinks,  ray  noble  lords,"  said  the  Abbot,  **  It 
were  as  well  to  nrevent  his  gaming  that  advantage. 
—Our  n>ad  lies  through  yonder  hamlet  on  the  brow, 
and  whichever  party  hatn  the  luck  W)  possess  it,  with 
its  litde  gardens  and  enclosures,  w;ll  attain  a  post 
of  ffreat  defimce." 

"^The  reverend  father  is  rij^t,"  said  the  Quodn. 
"O,  haste  thee,  Seyton,  haste,  and  get  thither  bcforo 
them— they  are  marching  like  the  wind." 

Seyton  bowed  low,  and  turned  his  horn's  head.— 
— "  Your  Highness  honours  me"  he  said ;  "  I  will 
instantly  press  forward,  and  seize  the  pass." 

"Not  before  me,  my  lord,  whose  charge  is  the 
command  of  the  vanguard,"  said  the  Lord  of  Ar- 
broath. 

"  Before  you,  or  any  Hamilton  in  Scotland/'  aaid 
the  Seyton,  "  having  the  Queen's  command— Follow 
me,  ivendemen,  rny  vassals  and  kinsmen— Saint 
Bennet.  and  set  on  r 

"And  follow  me,"  said  Arbroath,  "  iny  noble  kins- 
mm,  ond  brave  men-tenants,  we  will  see  which 
will  first  reach  the  post  of  danger.  For  God  and 
Queen  Mary  1" 

Ill-omenea  haste,  and  Itxt^x  unhappy  Ptri(e," 
aaid  tm  AwM.c  tvtiO  aav  rnem  and  their  followers 
rush  hastily  anc^  emuloue.y  to  ascend  the  height, 
without  waidng  till  their  men  were  placed  in  order. 
— "  And  you,  gentlemen,"  he  continued,  addressing 
Roland  and  Seyton.  who  were  each  about  to  follow 
those  who  hastened  thtis  disorderiy  to  the  conflict, 
"  wUl  you  Iteve  the  Queen's  person  unguarded  ?" 

"  O,  leave  me  not,  gentlemen !— aaid  the  Queen,- 
"Roland  and  Seyton^ do  not  leave  me— tliero  nr« 
enough  of  arms  to  strike  in  this  fell  combat— with- 
draw not  those  to  whom  I  trust  for  iny  safety !" 

"We  may  not  leave  her  Grace,"  said  Roland, 
looking  a^  seyton,  and  timiing  his  horse. 

"  I  ever  looked  when  thou  wouldst  find  out  that," 
rejoined  the  fiery  youth. 

tloland  made  no  answer^  bnt  bit  his  lin  till  the 
blood  canML  and  spurring  his  horse  up  to  the  side  of 
Catherine  Seyton  s  palifcy,  he  whispered  in  a  low 
voice,  "  I  never  thought  to  have  done  aught  to  do- 
serve  you ;  but  this  day  I  have  heard  myself  up- 
braided with  cowardice,  and  my  sword  remained  stdj 
sheathed,  and  aU  for  the  love  of  you."  ^ 

"  There  ia  madness  among  us  all,"  said  the  dam- 
sel;  "my  father,  niy  brother,  and  you,  are  all  alike 
bereft  of  reason.  Ye  should  think  only  of  this  poor 
Queen,  and  you  are  all  inspired  by  your  own  absiml 
jealousies— The  Monk  is  the  only  soldier  and  man  ot 
sense  amongst  y»u  all.— My  Lord  Abbot,"  she  cried 
aloud,  "  were  it  not  better  we  should  draw  to  the 
westward,  and  wait  the  event  that  God  shall  send  us, 
instead  of  remaining  here  in  the  highway,  endanger- 
ing the  Queen^s  person,  and  cQinburing  the  troopa  in 
then  advance  7" 

"  You  aay  well,  my  daughter,"  repKed  the  Abbot  f 
"  had  we  but  one  to  guide  us  whe^re  the  Queen's 
person  may  be  in  safety— Our  nobles  hurry  to  the 
conflict,  witnout  casting  a  thought  on  the  very  cause 
of  the  war. 

Follow  me,  said  aknight,  or  man-at-arms,  well 
mounted,  ana  accoutred  coraplelely  in  black  armour, 
but  having  the  visor  of  his  hehnet  closed,  and  bearing 
no  creat  on  his  halmet,  or  device  upon  his  shield. 

"Wo  will  follow  no  sf ranger,''  said  the  Abbot,, 
"  without  some  warrant  of  his  truth." 

"  I  am  a  stranger  and  in  your  hands,'  said  the 
horseman;  "if  you  wish  to  know  more  of  me,  the 
Queen  herself  ^1  be  yonr  warrant." 

The  Queen  had  ^mained  fixed  to  the  spot,  as  t 
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'  -  difial)icd  by  fear,  yet  Tncchanically  smilin";,  bowing, 
and  waving  her  hand,  as  banners  were  lowered  ond 
fpcnrs  dei>rcs<icd  bilfore  her,  while,  emulatins  ihe 
strife  Iieiwixt  Sty  ion  and  Arbroath,  band  on  nand 
prcss^  furw:»rd  their  march  towards  the  enemy. 
Scarce^  howuvtr,  had  the  black  rider  whispered 
something  in  her  car,  than  she  assented  to  what  he 
said  ;  and  when  he  spoke  aloud,  and  with  an  air  of 
command,  **  Gentlemen,  it  is  the  Queen's  pleasure 
that  you  shoul'l  loilow  me,"  Mnry  uttered*  wita  some- 
thing hkc  eagerness  the  word  '*  Yes." 

All  were  in  motion  in  an  instant:  for  the  black 
hori<eman.  tnrowing  off  a  sort  of  apathy  of  manner, 
Hhich  }iis  firHt  apnearance  indicated,  spurred  his 
norse  lo  and  fro,  making  him  take  such  active  bounds 
and  short  'urns,  as  showed  the  rider  master  of  the 
anirnal*  and  i;ctting  the  Queen's  Utile  retinue  in 
some  order  for  marching,  he  led  them  to  the  left, 
directing  his  bourse  towards  a  castle,  which,  crown- 
ing a  i^ntle  yet  commanding  eminence,  presented  an 
extensive  view  over  the  country  beneath,  and  in 
riarticularj  commanded  a  view  of  those  heights  which 
both  armies  hastened  to  occupy,  and  wluch  it  was 
now  anparent  must  almost  instantly  be  the  scene  of 
fetru^^ic  and  dispute. 

"  Yonder  towers,"  said  the  Abbot,  questioning  the 
•able  hon*eman,  *'  lo  whom  do  they  bulong?— and  are 
they  now  in  the  hands  of  friends?' 

"  They  art-  untcnantwl,"  replied  the  stranger,  "  or, 
at  least,  they  have  no  hostile  inmates~But  ui^^e  these 
youtiis  Sir  Abl>ut,  to  make  more  haste— this  is  but 
an  evil  time  to  satisfy  their  idle  curiosity,  by  peering 
out  upon  the  baitlc  in  which  they  are  to  take  no 
share." 

*  '^bc  worse  'ojck  mine,"  said  Henry  Seyton,  who 
0*  c-hrnrd  liiiii ;  *'  1  would  rather  be  under  my  father's 
banni-r  at  tn'ji  moment  than  be  made  Chamberlain 
of  II  }lvrond,  for  this  my  present  duty  of  peaceful 
ward  well  and  patiently  discharged." 

*'  Your  place  under  your  father's  banner  will 
shortly  be  right  dangerous,"  said  Roland  Avcnel, 
who.  ('rt.»sing  his  horse  towards  the  westward,  had 
still  Ins  look  reverted  to  the  armies;  "  for  I  sec 
yonder  body  uf  cavalry,  which  rres0s  from  the 
eastward,  will  reach  the' village  ere  Liord  Seyton  can 
gain  it.'' 

"They  arc  but  cavalry,"  said  Seyton,  looking 
atteniivi'Iy ;  "thoy  cannot  hold  the  vilhige  without 
shot  of  harqiicbuss." 

"  Look  more  clostJy,"  said  Roland ;  "  you  will  see 
that  (ach  of  these  horsemen  who  advanced  so  rapidly 
from  Glai«^ow,  farries  a  f(X>tman  behind  him." 

"  >tuw,  by  Heaven,  he  speaks  well !"  said  the 
black  cavalier ;  "  one  of  you  two  must  go  carr>'  the 
news  lo  Lord  Seyton  and  Lord  Arbroath,  that  they 
hasten  not  their  horsemen  on  before  the  foot,  but 
ad\ance  more  regularly." 

"  lie  that  my  trrantl."  said  Roland,  "for  I  first 
mnrkiil  the  .-tnila^'i.m  of  the  enemy." 

**  Km.  I'V  >i»ur  liavi,"  said  Syion,  "  yonder  is  my 
father's  banner  ( ngaged,  and  it  beb^  becomes  me  to 
go  to  th^  ro*('Uf .'' 

"1  Will  ^tand  by  the  Queen's  decision,"  said  Ro- 
land Avenel. 

"Wimi  new  appeal?— what  new  quarrel?"  said 
Queen  M;«r>— "Are  there  not  in  yonder  dark  host 
rnpTnies  enou;?h  to  Mary  Stewart,  but  must  her  very 
(jrieiiils  turn  enemits  to  each  other  ?" 

"Nay,  madain,"  said  Roland,  "  the  >'oung  Master 
of  S^y'ii>n  f\r.({  I  did  but  dispute  who  should  leave 
your  p'Tson  to  do  a  most  needful  message  to  the 
rio<(t  He  thoi:uht  hi.^  rank  entitled  him,  and  1  deemed 
that  thi'  ptison  of  least  cunseqwuce,  being  myself^ 
were  br.'ller  uriled" 

•*  Sol  »*},  sjiiu  the  Queen;  "if  one  must  leave  me, 
be  it  Styion." 

yitnry  Seyton  Iniwcd  till  the  nhite  plumes  on  his 

lu  !nii;t  mixitd  with  the  flowing  mane  of  his  gallant 

war-iiorse,  the  i  placed  himselt  firm  in  the  saddle. 

fhook  his  hncc  aloft  with  an  air  of  triumph  and 

iffihTijiiniiiinii,  and  Mriking  his  horse  w'u\\  iV\cH>^Tf^ 

itfudc  tuwftrds  his  father's  banner,  which  >«»»  »U> 


**My  brother!  my  father f*  exclaimed  Catherint^ 
Mrith  an  oipression  of  agonized  apprehension^*"  they 
are  in  the  midst  of  peril,  and  I  in  safety  !" 

"  Would  to  God,*'  said  Roland,  "that  I  were  with 
them,  and  could  ransom  every  drop  of  their  blood  by 
two  of  mine  1" 

"  Do  I  not  know  thou  dost  wish  it  1"  said  Catherine 
— "  Can  a  woman  say  to  a  man  what  1  h&\e  wt-ll 
nigh  said  to  thee,  and  yet  think  that  he  could  har- 
bour fear  or  faintness  of  heart  7— There  is  that  in  yon 
distant  sound  of  approaching  battle  that  pleases  me 
even  while  it  atfrignts  me.  1  would  I  were  a  r.iar., 
that  I  might  feel  that  stem  delight,  without  Lhs 
mixture  of  terror!" 

"Ride  up,  ride  up.  Lady  Catherine  Se>-ton,"  cried 
the  Abbot,  as  they  still  swept  on  at  a  rapid  pace,  mA 
were  now  close  beneath  the  walls  of  the  ca-stle- 
"  ride  up.  and  aid  Lady  Fleming  to  support  tho 
Qui«n— she  gives  way  more  and  more." 

They  halted  and  lifted  Mary  from  the  saddle,  am 
were  about  to  support  her  towards  the  ca«ile,  whi^n 
she  said  faintly,  "Not  there — not  there^ibese  waij 
will  1  never  enter  more!" 

"  Be  a  Queen,  madam,"  said  the  Abbot,  *'  and  fur- 
get  that  you  are  a  woman." 

•'O,  I  must  forget  much,  much  more,"  an^werhi 
the  unfortunate  Mary,  in  an  under  tone,  "ere  I  c&o 
look  with  steady  eyes  on  ihc^e  wt-ll-known  scttjrf  !— 
I  miLMt  forget  the  days  which  1  spent  berc  as  the  brie 
of  the  lost— the  murdered" 

"This  is  the  Castle  of  Crookstone,"  said  the  Lidy 
Fleming,  *'in  which  the  Queen  held  her  first  cuurt 
after  she  was  married  to  Damley." 

"  Heaven,'  said  the  Ablx)t,  '*  thy  bond  is  upem  i*.^I 
—Bear  yc-tup,  madam— vour  foes  are  the  focsol'Hiiy 
Church,  and  God  will  this  day  deckle  whether  Scot- 
land shall  be  Catholic  or  hcrvtic.'* 

A  heavy  and  continued. fire  of  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry bore  a  tremendous  burden  to  his  word^  a:ii 
sitemed  far  more  tlian  they  to  recall  the  spirits  uf  d:0 
Queen. 

"To  yonder  tree,"  she  said,  pointing  to  a  rew-tr« 
which  grew  <in  a  small  mount  close  to  t.he  castle;  I 
know  It  wt  11— from  thenco  you  may  s<.-c  a  ;rosf*ci 
wide  as  from  the  peaks  of  ScmhnUion." 

And  fry^^eing  herself  from  her  nssi.^tnnts,  she  ualkd 
with  a  det(rmiiied,  yet  somewhat  wild  sti n.  vp  'o  tho 
stem  of  the  noble  yew.  The  Abbot,  Ca il.tr r*^.  rna 
Roland  Avenel  followed  her,  while  Lady  Fitit::nK 
kept  back  the  inferior  persons  of  her  irr.in.  Tin-  I'la- k 
hors(  man  als^o  follows  the  Quctn,  waiting  on  h'.r  ns 
closely  as  the  shadow  upon  the  light,  but  f\ir  ty 
maining  at  the  distnnee  of  two  or  ihrr*  yrirds-he 
fohiod  his  arms  on  his  l)o.«om,  iiu-ned  his  back  to  il  c 
battle,  and  seemed  solely  orcupiitl  by  g"yin^'  on  M.':r., 
through  the  bars^  of  his  closed  visor.  The  Htum  re- 
garded hnn  not,  but  fixed  her  eyes  upon  the  s;r«  acii:; 
yew. 

"  Ay,  fair  and  stately  tree,"  she  said,  as  if  at  ine 
siaht  of  it  she  had  iMt-n  rapt  aw.ny  from  iri»;  j-nsni 
scene,  and  had  overcome  the  horr«.«r  which  hi.!  n? 
pressed  her  at  thu  fir?«t  apprr.»afh  to  Cn-iksune 
"  there  thou  standcst,  gay  and  gcKxily  as  c\-tT.  rt:»ii  -A 
thou  hearest  the  sounds  of  war,  instead  of  the  \c«i 
of  love.  All  is  gone  since  1  last  gn?«'ted  the<— lovt 
and  lovei^vows  and  vowci^king  and  kinj-'don..- 
How  goes  the  field  my  Lord  Abln^t  ?— with  u*.  I  nt^i 
^yet  what  but  evil  can  Mary's  eyes  witni65  fium  ihj 
spot !" 

Her  attendants  eagerly  bent  their  eyes  on  the  f  ^Iii  ^ 
battle,  but  could  discover  nothing  more  thnn  i^>a:  :t 
was  obstinately  eontesic*!.  The  small  enrlosur'p  unj, 
cottage  gardens  in  the  village,  of  vi  liirh  thi  y  h;:d  a  r'ulJ 
and  commanding  view,  and  whirli  *'hortl>  Uli.rt  .i\. 
with  their  lines  of  sycamore  and  a*h-trn  s  !«*■  i^'i'.i  an;! 
quiet  in  the  mild  light  of  a  May  sun.  wen-  now  i  ?•  a 
converted  inton  lineof  fire,  canopi'.d  by  fmeki-:  n:  i.  :!ts 
sustained  and  constant  n  port  of  the  mui>keir>-r.!:>i  ria- 
non,  mingled  with  the  shouts  of  the  mtctiiit:  len  bat- 
anls.  showed  that  as  yet  neither  party  had  .::!>t  i:;:ro-.:  d. 

'^Many  a  soul  finds  its  fiiml  dtpanunMo  t-« 'lun 
OT  \v^^  \\\  ^ew  vkVA  vVvvvuders,"    said  the  .Al'roi; 
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*Not  here— not  here,"  said  the  unfortunate  Queen : 
"pray  not  here,  falher,  or  pray  in  silence— my  mind 
m  too  much  torn  between  the  past  and  the  present,  to 
dare  to  approach  the  heavenly  throne— Or,  if  ye  will 
pray,  be  it  for  one  whose  fondest  affections  have  been 
aer  greatest  crimes,  and  who  has  ceased  to  be  a 
^ueen,  only  because  she  was  a  deceived  and  a  tender- 
hearted woman." 

.    "  Were  it  not  well,"  said  Roland, "  that  I  rode  some- 
what nearer  the  hosts,  anfl  saw  the  fate  of  tlie  dav  T* 

"  Do  so,  in  the  name  of  Ood,"  said  the«Abbot ;  '^for 
if  our  ft-iends  are  ecaitered,  our  flight  must  be  hasty— 
but  beware  thou  approach  not  too  nigh  the  conflict; 
there  is  more  than  thine  own  life  depends  on  thy  safe 
refum." 

"O,  go  not  too  nigh,"  said  Catherhie;  "but  fail 
not  to  see  how  the  Seytons  fight,  and  how  they  bear 
themselves.*' 

"Pear  nothing,  I  will  be  on  my  guard,"  said  Ro- 
land Avenel;  and  without  waiting  further  answer, 
rode  towards  the  scene  of  conflict,  keeping,  as  he 
rode,  the  higher  and  unenclosed  ground,  and  ever 
looking  cautiously  around  hinLiioa'fear  of  involving 
himself  in  some  hostile  party.  As  he  approached,  the 
shots  rung  sharp  and  more  sharphr  on  his  ear.  the 
shouts  came  wSder  and  wilder,  and  he  felt  that  thick 
beating  of  the  heart,  that  mixture  of  natural  appre- 
hension, intense  curiosity,  and  anxiety  for  the  dubious 
event,  which  even  the  bravest  expenenoe  when  they 
approach  alone  to  a  scene  of  interest  and  of  danger. 

At  length  he  drew  so  close,  that  from  a  bank,  screen* 
ed  by  bushes  and  underwood,  he  could  distincdy  see 
where  the  stniggle  was  most  keenly  maintained. 
This  was  m  a  hollow  way.  leading  to  the  village,  up 
which  the  Quv^m's  vanmiard  had  marched,  with  more 
hasty  courage  than  well-advised  conduct,  for  the  pur- 
pose ofjOosseRsing  themselves  of  that  post  of  advan- 
tage. They  found  their  scheme  aniicipaied,  and  the 
hiMges  ^d  enclosures  already  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
led  by  the  celebrated  Kh'kcaldy  of  Grange,  and  the 
Barl  of  Morton ;  and  not  small  was  the  loss  whidi 
they  sustained  while  struggling  forward  to  come  to 
dose  with  the  men-at-arms  on  the  other  side.  But, 
as  the  Queen's  followers  were  chiefly  noblemen  and 
barons,  with  their  kinsmen  and  followers^  they  had 
pressed  onward,  contemning  obstacles  and  danger, 
and  had,  when  Roland  arrived  on  the  fi;rottnd,  met 
hand  to  hand  at  the  gorge  of  the  pass  with  the  Re- 
gent^i  vanguard,  and^enoeavoured  to  bear  them  out 
of  the  village  at  the  spear-point  i  while  their  foes, 
equally  determined  to  Kcep  the  advanta^  which  they 
had  attained,  struggled  Vii\h  the  jtkeobstmacy  to  drive 
back  the  assailants. 

Both  parties  w^e  on  foot,  and  armed  in  proof;  so 
chat,  when  the  Ion?  lances  of  the  front  ranks  were 
fixed  in  each  other's  shields,  corselets,  and  breast- 
plates, thb  struggle  resembled  that  of  two  bulls, 
who,  fixing  their  Trondets  hard  against  each  other, 
remain  in  that  posture  for  hours,  until  the  superior 
strength  or  obstinacy  of  the  one  compels  the  other  to 
take  to  flight,  or  bears  him  down  to  the  earth.  Thus 
locked  togetlier  in  the  deadly  struggle,  which  swayed 
^wly  to  and  fro,  as  one  or  other  party  gained  the 
advantage,  those  who  fell  were  trampled  on  alike  by 
friends  and  foes j  those  whose  weapons  were  broken 
retired  from  the  front  rank,  and  had  their  place  supplied 
by  others :  while  the  rearward  ranks,  unable  otherwise 
td  take  share  in  the  combat,  fired  their  pistols,  and 
hurled  their  daggers,  and  the  points  and  truncheons  of 
the  broken  weapons^  like  javelins  against  the  enemy. 

"God  and  the  Queen  r  resounded  from  the  one 
party;  **God  and  the  King!"  thundered  from  the 
other :  while,  in  the  name  of  their  sovereign,  faiiow- 
s«bjects  on  both  sides  shed  each  other's  blood,  and, 
ill  the  name  of  their  Creator,  defaced  his  image. 
Amid,  the  tumult  was  ofUn  heard  the  voices  of  the 
captains  shouting  their  commands;  of  leaders  and 
chiefs,  crying  their  gathering  words;  of  groans  and 
shrieks  from  the  falEng  and  the  dying.         ,  . 

The  strife  had  lastednearly  an  hour.  The  strength 
of  both  uartics  seemed  exhausted ;  but  thsir  rage  was 
unabated,  and  their  obstinacy  unsubdued^  when  Ro- 
land, who  turned  eye  and  ear  to  all  around  ^im,  saw 
t  column  of  mfantry,  headed  by  a  few  horsemen. 
Vol  m       3Q 


wheel  round  the  base  of  the  biuik  whershe  had  ata^ 
tk>ned  himselland,  levelling  thar  hmg  laocea,  attack 
the  flank  of  the  Queen's  van|;uard,  dosely  eng^ed 
as  they  were  in  connict  on  their  front.  The  verv  mat 
gUmce  showed  him  that  the  leader  who  directed  this 
movement  was  the  Knight  of  Avenel,  his  ancient 
master i  and  the  next  convinced  him,  that  its  eHe^ 
would  be  decisive.  The  result  of  the  attack  of  fyeeh 
and  unbroken  forces  upon  the  flank  of  those  already 
wearied  with  a  long  and  obstinate  struggle,  was  in- 
deed, instantaneous. 

The  column  o(  the  assailants,, which  had  hitherto 
shown  one  dark,  dense,  and  imited  line  of  helmets 
surmounted  with  plumage,  was  at  once  broken  and 
hurled  in  confusion  down  the  hill,  which  they  had  so 
long  endeavoured  to  gain.  In  vain  were  the  leaden 
heard  calling  upon  theu*  followers  to  stand  to  the  cotn- 
bat,  and  seen  personaUv  resisting  when  all  resistance 
was  evidently  vain.  They  were  sl^  or  felled  to  the 
earth,  or  hurried  backwards  by  the  mingled  tide  of 
flight  and  pursuit.  What  ware  Roland's  thoughts  on 
beholding  the  rout,  and  feeting  that  all  that  remained 
for  him  was  to  turn  bridle,  and  endeavour  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  the  Queen's  person !  Vet,  keen  as  his 
grief  and  shame  might  be,  they  were  both  forgotten, 
when,  almost  close  beneath  the  bank  which  he  occu- 
pied, he  saw  Henry  Seyton  forced  away  Sc&m  his  own 
party  in  the  tumult,  covered  with  dust  and  blood,  and 
defending  himself  desperately  against  several  of  the 
enemy  wno  had  gathered  around  him,  attracted  by  hia 
gay  armour.  Roland  paused  not  a  moment,  but  push- 
ing his  steed  down  the  bank,  leaped  him  amongst  the 
hostile  party,  dealt  three  or  four  blows  amongst  them, 
which  struck  down  two,  and  made  the  rest  stand 
aloof;  then  reaching  Sexton  his  hand,  he  exhorted 
him  to  s^ze  fast  hold  on  nis  horse's  mane. 

"We  live  or  die  together  this  day,"  said  he ;  "  keep 
but  fast  hold  till  we  are  out  of  the  press,  and  then  my 
horse  is  yours." 

Sevton  heard  and  exerted  his  remaining  strength, 
and,  by  their  joint  efTortSt  Roland  brought  aim  out  of 
danger,  and  behind  the  spot  from  whence  he  had  wit* 
nessed  ihedisastrous  conclusion  of  the  fight  But  no 
sooner  were  thev  under'shelter  of  the  trees,  than  Sey- 
ton let  go  his  hold,  and,  in  spiteof  Roland  s  efforts  io 
support  him,  £ell  at  length  on  the  turf,  "Trouble 
yourself  no  more  with  me,"  he  said ;  "  this  is  my  first 
and  my  last  battle— arid  I  have  aheady  seen  too  much 
of  it  to  wish  to  see  the  close.  Hasten  to  save  the 
Queen— and  commend  me  to  Catherine--fihe  will 
never  more  be  mistaken  tor  me  nor  I  for  her*-the  last 
sword-stroke  has  made  an  eternal  distinction." 

"  Let  me  aid  you  to  mount  my  horse,"  said  Roland, 
eagerly,  '*  and  you  may  yet  be  saved— I  can  find  mv 
own  way  on  foot— turn  but  my  horse's  head  westward, 
and  he  will  carry  you  fleet  and  easy  as  the  Mrind." 

"  I  will  never  mount  steed  more,"  said  the  youth ; 
"farewell— I  love  thee  better  dying,  than  ever  J 
thought  to  have  done  while  in  life— 1  would  that  old 
mau^s  blood  were  not  on  my  hand  l—Sanele  Btne- 
dicle,  ora  pro  nu  /—Stand  not  to  look  on  a  dying  man. 
but  haste  to  save  the  Queen  !" 

These  words  were  spoken  with  the  last  effort  of  hit 
voice,  and  acarce  were  they  uttered  ere  the  apeaker 
waa  no  more.  They  recalled  Roland  to  the  sense  of 
the  duty  which  he  had  well  mgh  forgotten,  but  they 
did  not  reach  his  ears  only. 

"  The  Queen— where  is  the  Queen  1"  said  Sir  Hal- 
bert  Glendifining,  wha  fallowed  by  two  or  three 
horsemen,  appeared  at  this  instant.  Roland  made  no 
answer,  but  |uniing  his  horse,  and  confiding  in  hi« 
speed,  gave  him  at  once  rein  and  spur,  and  rode  over 
height  and  hollow  towards  the  Castle  of  Crookstone. 
More  heavily  armed,  and  mounted  upoii  a  horse  of 
less  speed,  Sir  Halbert  Qlendiiming  followed  with 
couched  lanca  calling  out  as  he  rode,  "  Sir,  with  the 
holly-branch,  halu  and  show  your  right  to  bear  tha 
badge— fly  not  thus  oowardly,  nor  disnonoii^  the  cog- 
nizance thou  deserveet  not  to  wear  1— Halt,  air  coward . 
or,  by  Heaven,  1  will  strike  thee  with  my  lance  on  tho 
back,  and  slay  thee  like  a  dastard— I  api  the  Knight 
of  Avenel— I  am  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning." 

But  Rolandi  who  had  no  purpose  of  encounteriuK 
his  oM  master,  and  who,  bemdes,  knew  the  Queen  • 
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eafety  deDer\ded  pn  his  making  the  best  apeed  he  could, 
answtiiea  not  a  word  to  the  defiances  and  reproaches 
which  Sir  Halbert  continbed  to  throw  out  against 
him ;  but  making  the  best  use  of  his  spurs,  rode  yet 
harder  than  before,  and  had  gained  about  a  hundred 
yards  upon  his  pursuer,  when  coming  near  to  the  yew- 
tree  where  he  had  left  the  Queen,  he  saw  them  d- 
rs|idy  getting  to  horse,  and  cried  out  aa  toud  as  he 
could,  "  Foes !  foes !— Ride  for  it,  fair  ladies— Brave 
gentlemen,  do  your  devoir  to  protect  them  ]** 

So  sayiniiy,  he  wheeled  his  liorse,  and  avoiding  the 
shock  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendinning,  charged  one  of 
that  knight's  follow^s,  who  was  nearly  on  a  Kne  with 
hira,  80  rudelvwith  his  lance,  that  he  overthrew  horse 
and  nr -  It  '  .  'w  his  Hwurd,  and  attacked 
tbesec  jiirJ,  witjU^  iUv  hmtk  niftn-nt-qinn^  throwing 
Uiaiflclf  h\  i\w  way  of  Glundinnm^,  they  rushed  on 
each  omiT  so  fv'iT^ly.  I  hat  Insfh  liorses  were  over- 
thrown, nnd  Ihenrlrt-iilnynjlJinpron  ihcpl:iin.  Neither 
was  able  ro  arrows  for  thf?  hlnck  h()r*eniflin  was  pierced 
through  with  <ik  ciclrtmmff's  Inno.^,  and  ibu  Knight  of 
Avenel,  otii»rt*j*eil  wiih  the  wfii^lu  of  lits  own  horse, 
and  soitly  Kruji^fn}  bi-tiidt^  i^Lt?j[u'<j  in  lirilp letter  plight 
than  hn  wIuj-in  Jic  hnd  mortally  v^n^uintwf. 

"Yi^  hi  iImm,  Sir  Kntaht  of  Avenel^  frscue  or  no 
rescue,''  i^aui  RMriml  uho  hnd  rwit  a  seomd  antago- 
nist our  fji  cmtiJLtiNn  tu  confhnt,  mid  basumed  to  pre- 
vent GleTi(iifintni?  fmiri  r^newin"  (he  conflict. 

"I  I  liny  n,^E  iii.'*ifs<^  UsjT  yH(f''  eaid  -Sir  Halbert, 
"since  I  can  no  longer  fight:  but  it  shames  me  to 
speak  such  a  wond  to  a  coward  like  thee !" 

"Call  me  not  coward,"  said  Roland,  lifting  his 
visor,  and  helping  his  prisoner  to  rise,  "  since  but  for 
old  kindness  at  thy  hand,  and  yet  more  at  thy  lady's, 
I  had  met  cheeas  a  brave  man  should." 

"The  favourite  page  of  my. wife !"  said  Sir  Halbert, 
astonished :  "  Ah !  wretched  boy,  I  have  heard  of  thy 
treason  at  Lochleven." 

"  Reproach  him  not,  my  brother,"  said  the  Abbot, 
"  he  was  but  an  agent  m  the  hands  of  Heaven." 

"To  horse,  to  horse!"  said  Catherine  Seyton ; 
**  mount  and  be  gone,  or  we  are  all  lost.  I  see  our  gal- 
lant army  flying  for  many  a  league— To  horse,  my 
Lord  Abbot— To  horse,  Roland— My  gracious  Liege, 
to  horse  I    Ere  this,  we  should  have  ridden  a  mile.'* 

"Look  on  these  features,"  said  Mary,  pointing  to 
the  dyinij  krMght,  who  had  been  imheiraed  by  some 
compassionate  hand  j  "  look  there,  and  tell  me  if  she 
who  ruins  all  >»ho  love  her.  ought  to  fly  a  foot  farther 
to  save  her  wretched  life!" 

The  reader  mnst  have  long  anticipated  the  disco- 
very which  the  Queen's  feelings  had  made  before  her 
eyes  confirmed  it.  Ii»was  the  features  of  the  unhappy 
George  Doaglas,  on  which  <leath  was  stamping  hii 
mark. 

"  Look— look  at  him  well,"  said  the  Queen,  "  thus 
has  it  been  with  ail  that  k)ved  Mary  Stewart!— The 
royalty  of  Francis,  the  wit  of  Chastefar,  the  power  and 
gallantry  of  the  gay  Gordon,  the  melody  of  Ilizzio,  the 
portly  form  and  youthful  grace  of  Darnley,  the  bold 
address  and  courtly  manners  of  Both  well— and  now 
lUe  deep-devoted  nassion  of  the  noble  Douglas- 
naught  could  save  them— they  Kx>ked  on  the  wretched 
Mai3',  and  to  have  loved  her  was  crime  enough  to 
deserve  early  death  I  No  sooner  had'  the  victim 
formed  a  kind  thought  of  me,  than  the  poisoned  cup, 
the  axe  and  block,  the  dagger,  the  mine,  were  ready 
to  punish  them  for  casting  away  affection  on  such  a 
wretch  as  I  am !— Importune  mo  not— I  will  fly  no 
farther— I  can  die  bat  once,  and  I  will  die  here." 

While  she  spoke,  her  tears  fell  fast  on  the  face  of  the 
dying  man,  who  continued  tof«(  his  eyes  on  her  with 
an  eagerness  of  passion,  which  death  itself  could 
hardly  subdue.—  Mourn  not  for  me,"^  he  said  faintly, 
"  but  care  for  your  own  safety— I  die  in  mine  armour 
as  a  Douglas  should,  and  I  die  pitied  by  Mary 
Stewart  1" 

He  expired  with  these  words,  and  without  with- 
drauHng  his  eyes  from  her  facei  and  the  Queen, 
wh'*«  heart  was  of  that  soft  and  gentle  mould,  which, 
m  domestic  life,  and  with  a  more  suitable  partner 
than  Daniley,  might  have  made  her  happy,  remained 
weeping  by  the  dead  man,  until  recalled  to  herself  by 
t*ie  Abbot,  who  found  it  necessary  to  use  a  style  of 


unusual  remonstrance.  "  We  also,  madam,"  ha  tasdi 
"  we^  your  Grace's  devoted  foUowera,  have  friends  and 
relatives  to  weep  for.  I  leave  a  brother  in  imminfini 
jeopardy— the  husband  of  the  Lady  Fleming— tha 
father  and  brother  of  the  Lady  Catherine,  are  all  in 
yonder  bloody  field,  slain,  it  is  to  be  feared,  or  pri- 
soners. We  forget  the  fate  of  our  own  nearest  and 
dearest,  to  wait  on  our  Queen,  and  she  is  loo  much 
occunicd  with  her  own  sorrows  to  give  one  thought  to 
ours. ' 

"I  deserv^not  your  reproach,  father,"  said  the 
Queen,  checking  her  tears ;  "  but  I  am  docile  to  it — 
where  must  we  go?— what  must  we  do?" 

"We  must  fly,  and  that  instantly,"  said  the  Abbot ; 
"  whither  is  not  so  eaaly  answered,  but  we  may  dia- 
pute  it  upon  the  road— Lift  her  to  her  saddle,  and  set 
forward.^** 

*  I  am  informed  in  the  mofft  polite  manner,  by  D.  Mae  Voui, 
Esq.  of  GiaBfow,  that  I  have  been  incorrect  in  mf  locality,  in 
aivmg  an  accountof  the  battle  of  Lonjsside.  Crook»lone  Coalle, 
ho  obaervex,  lie«  four  roile«  wnat  from  the  field  of  battle,  tua6 
raU)cr  in  the  rear  of  Murray's  amty.  The  real  place  (iaak 
which  Monr  naw  the  rout  of  her  laitt  army,  waa  Cnthcart  C«»- 
tlo,  which.beinf  a  raileand  a  half  eait  from  Laorside,  uaa  situ- 
ated in  the  rear  of  the  dueen'i  own  army.  I  was  led  aiitroy  in  \l\m 
present  case,  by  the  authority  of  my  deceased  friHnd,  JanMM 
Grahnme,themoellentai  id  amiable  author  of  the  Sabbath^  in  his 
drama  on  the  mibject  of  Queen  Mary  ;  and  by  a  traditwmur 
report  of  Mary  havins  seen  the  battle  Trom  Uie  Castle  of  Crook- 
stone,  which  seemed  so  much  to  increase  the  interest  of  th^ 
scene,  that  I  have  been  unwilling  to  make,  in  this  particular 
instance.  Uio  fictioa  five  way  lo  the  fact,  whieh  last  la  ua- 
doubtedfy  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mac  Vean's  system. 

it  is  sm^ar  how  tradition,  which  is  sometimes  a  sure  guite 
to  truth,  IS,  in  oUier  Cskcs.  nrone  to  mislead  us.  In  the  cel«- 
brated  fleid  of  battle  at  Killiecrankie.  the  traveller  is  struck 
with  oneof  tliose  rupged  pillars  of  roufh  stone,  winch  indicata 
the  scenes  of  ancient  conflicL  A  friend  of  Uie  auUior,  woll 
actpiaintod  with  the  cirrumsteaees  of  the  battle,  was  standioff 
nenr  this  large  stone,  and  looking  on  the  scene  orouni.  when  a 
Highland  shepherd  hurried  down  from  Uie  hill  to  oflor  his  ser> 
viocs  as  cicerone,  nnd  proceeded  to  inform  him,  that  Dun<to« 
was  sluin  at  that  stone,  whicli  was  raised  to  his  memory.  "  Pie, 
Donald,"  answered  my  friend,  "how  can  you  tell  such  a  story 
to  a  strangerl  I  am  sure  you  know  well  enough  that  Dundee 
was  killed  at  a  oonsiderablo  distance  from  this  place,  near  th« 
house  of  Faicalty,  and  Uial  this  stone  was  here  loQg  before  th« 
battle,  in  1688."—"  Oich  !  oich  I"  said  DooaJd,  no  way  abashed* 
"and  your  honour's  in  the  right,  and  I  sec  you  ken  a' about  it. 
And  he  wasna  killed  on  tlie  spot  neither,  but  lived  till  the  nex^ 
morning  ;  but  a'  Uie  Saxon  gentlemen  like  best  to  hear  tie  was 
killed  at  the  great  stane."  It  is  on  the  same  principle  of  pleae> 
ing  my  readers,  Uiat  I  retain  Crookstone  CasUe  instead  of  Catb- 
cart 

If,  howerer.  tha  autbar  has  Uken  a  liberty  In  removing  ths 
actual  field  of  baiUe  somewhat  to  the  eastward,  he  has  been 
tolerably  strict  in  adhering  to  the  incidents  of  the  engageinant, 
as  will  appear  from  a  coraporiMn  of  events  in  the  novel,  wilk 
the  following  account  from  an  old  writer. 

"  The  Regent  was  out  on  foot  and  ail  his  company,  except  tha 
Laird  of  Grange,  Alexander  Hume  of  Manderston.  and  aouo 
Borderers  to  the  number  of  two  hundred.  The  Laird  of  GranM 
ttad  already  viewed  Uie  ground,  and  with  all  imaginable  diu- 

Sence  cansed  erery  horseman  to  take  behind  him  a  footman  of 
lie  Ilexent*%  to  guard  behind  them,  and  rode  with  speed  to  tha 
head  of  the  Langside  hill,  and  set  dowa  the  fooimen  wiUi  thair 
culverings  at  Uie  head  of  a  straight  lane,  where  there  were  soim 
cottage  houses  and  yards  of  sreat  ndvan^Age.  Which  soldiers 
with  their  continual  shot  killed  divers  of  the  vaunt  guard,  led 
by  the  Hamiltons,  whp,  courageously  and  lioroaly  ascending  up 
the  hill,  were  already  out  of  Breath,  when  Uie  Recent's  \-annl 
guard  joined  with  them.  Whore  the  worthy  Lord  Hume  fouglit 
on  fool  with  his  pike  in  his  hand  very  manfully,  asitisted  by  Ilia 
Laird  of  Cessford,  his  brother- in  law,  whotielped  him  opag.xia 
wlien  he  was  sinickcn  lo  the  ground  by  many  strokes  upoo  his 
face,  through  the  throwing  pistols  at  him  after  they  had  beea 
discharged.  He  was  also  wounded  with  staves,  and  had  maoy 
strokes  of  spears  through  his  legs ;  for  he  ami  Grange,  at  Uia 
joining,  cried  to  let  iheir  adversaries  first  lajr  down  their  spears, 
to  bear  up  iheini ;  which  spears  were  so  thick  fixed  in  Uie  otJi* 
ers'  jacks,  that  some  of  tlie  pistols  and  great  staves  that  wen 
tlirown  by  Uicm  which  weio  behind,  roi^t  be  seen  lying  upon 
tlie  spears. 

"  t/pon  the  Qoeeo's  aide  the  Earl  of  Argyle  comrnaaded  tha 
batUe,  and  the  Lotd  of  Arbroath  the  vaunt  guard.  But  the  Re> 
gent  committed  to  the  Laird  of  Grange  the  special  care,  as  being 
an  exi>erimented  raptnin,  to  oversee  every  danger,  and  lo  ride  lo 
every  wiag,  to  encourage  and  make  help  where  irrealest  need 
was.  He  perceived,  at  the  first  joining,  the  right  wing  of  tlii 
Regent's  vaunt  guard  put  back,  and  like  to  tiy,  whereof  tha 
greatest  part  were  commons  of  the  boronv  of  Renfew  ;  where* 

upon  he  rode  to  Uiem,  and  told  them  that  Uieir  encm 

already  turning  their  baeks,  requeatine  them  to  ttar  and  ^ 
till  he  ahouid  bring  them  fresh  men  forth  of  the  battle.    Wlii* 


upon  he  rode  to  them,  and  told  them  that  their  enen^wai 

till  he  ahould  bring  them  fresh  men  rortn  or  ttio  hattie.  Wlii* 
ther  at  f^Il  speed  he  did  ride  alone,  and  told  the  Regent  that 
the  enemy  were  shaken  and  flying  away  behind  the  litUe  vi,. 
laee,  and  desired  a  few  number  of  f^sh  men  to  go  with  hin. 
Whero  he  found  enough  willinf,  as  the  Lord  Lindesay.  Ui« 
Laird  of  Lochleven.  8ir  James  Balfour,  and  all  the  Regenfi 
aervantB,  who  followed  him  with  diliaence.  and  reiofbfced  that 
wiuc  which  was  beginning  to  fly  ;  wnicli  noah  men  with  thsi* 
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They  iet  off  accxMndin^^Raland  Unaesed  jk  mo- 
ment, to  command  the  attendants  of  the  Kiught  of 
Avenei  to  convey  their  master  to  die  Castle  of  Crook- 
•tonet  and,  to  say  that  he  demanded  from  him  no 
other  condition  of  liberty,  than  his  word,  that  he  and 
his  followers  would  keep  secret  the  direction  in  which 
tiie  Queen  fled.  As  he  turned  his  reia  to  detf)art,  the 
tionest  countenance  of  Adam  Woodcock  stared  upon 
him  with  an  expression  of  surprise,  wliich.  at  another 
time,  would  have  excited  his  nearty  mirth-  He  had 
been  one  of  the  followers  who  had  experienced  the 
weight  of  Roland's  arm,  and  ,they  now  knew  each 
Other,  Roland  having  put  up  his  visor,  and  the  gcpd 
yeoman  having  thrown  away  his  barret-cap,  with 
the  iroq  bars  in  front,  that  he  might  the  more  rea- 
dily as^t  his  master.  Into  this  barret-cap,  as  it  lay  on 
the  ground,  Roland  forgot  not  to  droo  a  few  gold 
pieces,  (fruits  of  the  Queen  s  liberality,)  and  with  a 
ngnid  of  kind  recoUecdon  and  enduring  friendship,  he 
departed  at  full  gallop  to  overtake  the  Queen,  the 
liust  raised  by  her  train  being  aheady  lar  down  the  hill. 
^  **  It  is  not  foiry-money,"  said  honest  Adam,  weigh- 
ing and  handlirig  the  gold— "And  it  was  Master  Ko- 
laiid  himself  that  is  a  certain  thing— the  same  open 
band,  and  by  Our  Lady!"— (shrug^m^  his  shoulders) 
— "  the  same  ready  fist  1— My  Lady  will  hear  of  this 
^adly,  for  she  raournB  for  hun  a8<  if  he  were  her  son. 
And  to  see  how  gay  he  is !  But  these  light  lads  are 
at  sure  to  be  uppermost  as  the  froth  to  be  on  the  top 
ef  the  quart-pot— Your  man  of  solid  parts  remains 
•rer  a  falconer.*'  So  saying,  he  went  to  aid  his  com- 
ndeSt  who  had  now  come  up  in  gre&ler  numbersr  to 
carry  his  master  into  the  Castk  of  Crookstone. 


CHAFTKR  XXXVIIL 

M7  native  land,  good  nifht  t 


Btkon. 


Many  a  bitter  tear  was  shed  during  the  hasty  flight 
of  Queen  Mary,  over  fallen  hopes,  future  prospects, 
apd  slaughtered  friends.  The  deaths  of  the  brave 
Douglas,  and  of  the  fiery  but  gallant  young  Seyton, 
seemed  to  affect  the  Queen  as  much  as  the  flEul  from 
the  throne,  on  which  she  had  so  nearly  been  again 
seated.  Catherine  Seyton  devoured  in  secret  her  own 
grief,  anxious  to  support  the^broken  spirits  of  her  mis- 
tress ;  and  the  Abbot,  bending  his  troubled  thoughts 
upon  futurity,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  form  some  plan 
which  had  a  shadow  of  hope.  The  spirit  of  youns 
Roland,  for  he  also  mingled  in  the  hasty  debates  hela 
by  the  companions  of  toe  Queen's  flight,  continued 
ODchecked  and  nnbroken. 

"Your  Majesty."  he  said,  "has  lost  a  battle— Your 
ancestor,  Bruce,  lost  seven  successively,  ere  he  sf : 
triumphant  on  the  Scottish  throne,  and  proclaimi  i 
with  the  voice  of  a  victor,  in  the  field  of  Bannockourn, 
the  independence  of  bis  country.  Are  not  these  heaths, 
which  we  may  traverse  at  will  better  than  the  locked, 
guarded,  and  lako-moated  Castle  of  Lochleven  ?— 
We  are  tree— in  that  one  word  there  is  comfort  far  all 
our  losses*" 

He  struck  a  bold  fiotSi  but  the  heart  of  Mary  made 
no  response. 

**  Better,"  she  said,  **I  had  stOl  been  in  Lochleven. 
*ban  seen  the  slaughter  made  by  rebels  among  the 
snbjects  who  offered  themselves  to  death  for  my  sake. 
Speak  not  to  me  of  further  efforts— they  would  only 
cause  the  lives  of  you,  the  friends  who  recommend 
them  I  I  would  not  again  undergo  what  I  felt,  when 
I  saw  from  yonder  mount  the  swords  of  the  fell  horse- 
men of  Morton  raging  among  the  faithful  Seytons 
and  Hamillons,  for  their  foyalty  to  their  Queen— I 

looM  wwpont  atrvck  tht  eMmiai  in  thair  flifak  and  tkesa, 
which  (brtad  them  incostioont  to  $iv%  pl«e«  and  turn  baek 
alter  loflt  ficliUnc  and  puihinf  othera  to  and  fro  with  thak 
•p«ai«.  Tbere  were  not  maof  horsemen  to  pursue  after  them, 
tad  Ute  Refont  cried  10  «iv«  and  not  to  kill,  and  Orante  was 
oerer  ervol,  eo  that  thata  were  (ew  slain  and  taken.  And  the 
ODir  dauf  hter  was  at  the  ftisl  reDCouoter  by  the  shot  of  the 
•oldiers.  wliieh  Qranie  had  planted  at  tholano-head  bahiod 
•mne  dikes.'* 

It  is  remarkable  that,  whOe  naaeioff  throufh  the  small  town 
of  Reafew,  aomo  partisans,  adhefenta  of  the  Uoase  of  Lanox, 
Bttcmptint  to  airest  Queen  Marr  and  hor  attendants,  ware 
SbU/oKl  to  make  wa/  tbr  her,  opt  without  alati£bter. 
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would  no^anin  f^v^tlftltwhimlXiM^'ilifli- 
blood  stamed  my  mantle  for  his  love  to  Mi^  Stew- 
. art— pot  to  be  empress  of  all  that  Britam's  s^as 
enclose.  Find  for  me  some  place  where  I  can  hide 
my  unhappy  hei^d,  which  brings  destruction  on  all 
who  love  It— it  is  the  last  favour  that  Mary  asks  of 
her  faithful  followers" 

In  this  dejected  mood,  but  still  pursuing  her  fligfar 
with  unabated  rtmidity,  the  unfortunate  Mary,  altar 
having  been  joined  by  Lord  Herries  and  a  few  follow- 
ers, at  length  hailed,  for  the  fiist  time^  at  the  Abbsy 
of  Dundrennan,  nearly  sixty  miles  distant  from  the 
field  of  battle.  In  this  remote  comer  of  Gallo- 
way, the  Reformation  not  hj^vijig  yet  been  strictly 
enforced  against  the  monksia  few  still  lingered  in 
their  cells  unmolested ;  and  the  Prior,  with  tears  and 
reverence,  received  the  fugitive  Queen  at  the  gats  of 
ms  convent 

*'  I  bring  you  ruin,  my  good  father,"  said  the  Quean, 
as  she  was  lifted  from  her  paUrey. 

*'lt  is  welcome,"  said  the  Prior,  "if  it  comes  in  the 
train  of  duty." 

Placed  on  the  ground,  and  supported  by  her  ladia% 
the  Queen  looked  for  an  instant  at  her  pamrey,  wl  * 
jaded  and  drooping  its  head,  seemed  aa  if  it  mou 
the  distresses  of  its  mistress. 

"  Good  B;oland,"  said  the  Queen,  wlusperin^,  ?let 
Rosabelle  be  cared  fbdTT-ask  thy  heort,  and  it  wiU 
tell  thee  why  I  makothis  trifling  request  evon  in  this 
awful  hour." 

She  was  conducted  to  her  apartment,  and  m  the 
hurried  conscdtation  of  ner  attendants,  the  fatal  res^ 
lution  of  the  retreat  to  England  was  finally  adopted. 
In  the  morning  it  received  her  approbation,  and  a 
messe^er  was  despatched  .to  the  English  warden,  m 
pray  him  for  safe  conduct  and  hoapitaljlty,  on  the  part 
of  the  Queen  of  Scotland.  On  the  next  day,  the 
Abbot  Ambrose  walked  in  the  garden  of  the  Abbey 
with  Roland,  to  whom  he  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  the  course  pursued.  '*  It  is  madness  and  ruiiiL" 
he  said ;  "  better  conimit  herself  to  the  savage  High* 
landers  or  wild  Bordermen,  than  to  the  faith  of  £li* 
zabeth.  A  woman  to  a  rival  woman--a  presumptive 
successor  to  the  keeping  of  a  jealous  and  childless 
Queen!— Roland,  Herries  is  true  and  loyal,  but  his 
counsel  has  ruindd  his  mistress." 

"  Ay,  ruin  follows  us  evenr  whercL"  said  an  old  man, 
with  a  spade  in  his  hand,  and  dressed  like  a  lay* 
brother,  o[  whose  presence,  in  the  vehemence  of  hts 
exclamation,  the  Abbot  had  not  been  aware—"  Gaze 
not  on  me  witb  such  wonder  1— I  am  he  who  was 
the  Abbot  Bonifoceat  Kennaquhair,  who  was  the 
gardener  Blinkhoolie  at  Lochleven,  hunted  round 
to  the  place  in  which  I  served  my  noviciate,  and  now 

re  are  come  to  rouse  me  up  again  I— A  weary  lifo 
have  had,  for  one  to  whom  peace  was  ever  the  dear- 
est blessings" 

"  We  will  soon  rid  you  of  our  company,  good  (^ 
ther,"  said  the  Abbot;  "and  the  Queen  will,  1  foar, 
trouble  your  retreat  no  more." 

"  Nay,  you  said  as  much  before,"  said  the<<iueni* 
lous  old  man,  "and  yet  I  was  put  forth  from  Kinross, 
and  pillaged  hy  troopers  on  theroad.-'Thev  took  fixwi 
me  the  certificate  that  you  wot  of— that  of  the  Baron 
— ay,  he  was.  a  moss-trooper  L'ke  themselves— You 
asked  me  of  it,  and  I  coiud  never  find  it,  but  they 
found  it— it  showed  themarriageof— of— my  memoiy 
foils  me— Now  see  how  men  diner  1  Father  Nicholai 
would  have  told  you  a  hundred  tales  of  the  Abbot 
Ingclram,  on  whose  soul  God  have  mercy !— He  wa^ 
I  warrant  you,  fourscore  and  six,  and  I  am  not  mors 
than— let  me  see"— 

"Was  not  Avenei  the  name  you  seek,  my  good 
Father  1"  said  Roland,  impatiently,  yet  moderating 
his  tone  for  foar  of  alarming  or  onending  the  infirm 
old  man. 

"Ay,  right— AveneL  Julian  Avenei— You  are  per- 
fect in  the  name— I  kept  all  the  special  confosstonsk 
judmng  it  held  with  my  vow  to  do  so— I  coidd  not  find 
it  when  my  successor,  Ambrosius.  spoke  onH— tmt  the 
troopers  found  it,  and  the  Knight  who  commanded 
the  party  struck  his  breast,  till  his  hauberk  clattersd 
like*an  empty  waterinz-can." 

''Saint  turn  i*  saia  ^  Abbot  "in  wikom  oooLI 
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THE  ABBOT. 


(CkTAp.  icxxvm. 


•och  a  pnpcT  cxcito  mch  interest  1    What  was  the 
ap;>o:iranco  of  the*  Knijjht,  his  arms,  his  coburs?" 

'*  Vc  Ji:»iract  me  with  yourqiio^^ionrt— I  dared  hardly 
look  at  him— thny«hnr:;ed  mc  wiih  hearirr^  liuicrs  for 
the  Uucori,  and  srarrhi'd  my  mnil— This  was  ail  along 
of  your  doiiiq**  n\  I^H'-hlnven.'' 
^  "  [  ini*t  in  (iod,"  said  the  Abbot  lo  Roland,  who 
^Btood  b«.»ride  hiin,  bhivennsand  tremhlins  with  iriipa- 
tjcncc,  "th"  pnikrr  has  fallen  into  the  hands  uf  my 
broth«'r— I  hcani  he  had  been  with  his  followers  on 
tlie  srom  b<iwixt  Siirlini;  and  Ghissrow.— Bore  not 
the  Kmtiht  a  holly-bough  in  his  helmet  ?— Canst  thou 
Dot  r*-mi'inlirr7 

"O.  remember—remember,"  said  the  old  man, 
petYi«Miy ;  "count  as  many  years  as  I  do,  if  your  plots 
will  let  vou.  and  st^  what,  and  how  much,  you  remem- 
ber.— Why,  I  scarce  remember  the  pearmains  which 
I  prartlrj  hero  with  my  own  hands  some  fifty  years 

At  this  monicnt  a  bugle  sounded  loudly  from  the 
beach. 

"It  is  the  death-blast  to  Queen  Mar>'*s  ro>'altv!" 
said  Ambrosius;  "the  English  wanli'n's  answi.'r  has 
been  rvct  ived,  favourable  doubtless,  for  when  was  the 
do«)r  of  ilir^  trap  closed  a^'ainst  the  prey  which  it  was 
8('i  for  ?— Droop  not,  Roland— this  matter  shall  be 
siflc-d  to  the  liotiom— but  we  must  not  now  leave  the 
Quiit-n— Follow  me— let  us  do  our  duty,  and  fnisi  the 
issue  with  (io. I— Farewell,  good  Father— 1  will  visit 
ihff  a:?nin  soon." 

He  was  about  \)  h-avo  the  pirdcn.  followed  by 
Roland,  with  half- reluct  ant  stvps.  The  Ex-Abbot 
resumf-d  his  spad.'. 

"  f  could  be  sorry  for  thpsc  meti,"  he  snifl.  •*  ay,  and 
for  that  fHDor  Qu'in,  but  what  avad  earthly  sorrows 
lo  a  man  of /oursconj?— and  it  is  a  rare  dropping 
mornina;  for  tin*  early  rolewort." 

"He  is  .•stricken  wiih  ai'o,"  sa'd  Ambro«»iu.s,  ns  he 
drapi^  Roland  down  lo  the  sea-bcu'h ;  "  wc  nm.st  let 
him  take  his  time  to  collect  hinisilf-nothinj^  now 
can  be  thoui^ht  on  but  the  fate  of  the  Qm-en." 

Thf-y  s<K)h  arrived  where  she  stoorl,  surrounded  by 
hrr  little  iniin,  and  by  her  side  the  shprifl'of  Cutnhfr- 
land,  a  gfii tit-man  of  the  hou.«e  of  Lowther,  richly 
dn-sstsl  and  accompanied  by  soldiers.  The  aapf;ct  of 
theQ.u'^.nexhihiied  asinsnilar  mixture  of  alacrity  and 
reluctance  lo  depart.  Her  ]an^ua;;!e  and  ^.•!<turcs 
Kjoke  hope  and  con«iolation  to  h-.r  ailendnnts,  and 
■he  seemed  desirous  to  p«.r.suade  vvm  herself  that  tiie 


kniffht— farewell  for  a  brief  seoson.  I  uill  dry  t.hf 
tears  of  Catherine,  or  I  wdl  wix^iwith  her  i;!!  niiihct 
of  us  van  wwp  longer."  Sh»;  hehl  out  htf  hai.-i  ;p 
Rohind,  who,  tlinmn^  himself  on  lits  Wnr't-ii,  k:«sol  it 
with  much  emotlDU.  Hp  was  about  to  r-.u-li-r  :\t 
same  homage  to  Carherine,  when  theQucn.  .■i<:»;inv- 
inii  an  air  of  j?prii;htlinrss,  said^  "  H^r  his.  ih.'i!  t"'i.il- 
ish  boy !  and,  (.'aiherine.  coy  it  not— tlu""/  f'ii:;'.=h 
eenilemon  should  st^  that,  even  in  our  c:i!|  r!.j;if. 
Beautv  knows  how  to  reward  Bravery  and  I'l  i'.l\\'.'* 

''\Ve  are  not  now  to  learn  the  force  oi  ^ont;"!! 
heauH'.  or  the  rneiile  of  Sooliish  v,^l>;ir,"  *i  J  !l.e 
Sheriff  of  Cumlwrland,  courteously—**  I  wo  ;l ;  .r  »\:9 
in  my  power  to  bid  these  ortendants  upon  hur  w'y:  j 
herself  the  mistn.'ss  of  Scotiinh  beauty,  a*  wcl^oM 
to  Kndand  as  my  poor  cares  would  make  tin  m.  But 
our  Queen's  onlcrs  arc  positive  in  case  of  *-eli  aa 
emerf;ence.  and  they  must  not  be  disi»utcd  hy  hfr  <^jI- 
ject.— May  I  remind  your  Majesty  that  the  liiiuet^'S 
fa.st  r' 

The  .Sneriir  took  the  Quecn*»  hand,  and  .«ho  h\i 
already  placed  herfo<)t  on  the  Ranxway,  by  wii:t2.«r.« 
ymH  to  entrr  the  skifti  when  the  Aobot,  startn::  m»:n 
a  trance  of  griof  and  astonishment  ai  ih->  winj*  .J 
the  Shcrin;  rushed  into  the  %*'ater,  and  seized  u;  ua  .h-.r 
mnntlo. 

**  She  foresaw  it !— she  foresaw  itT*— he  ex-?!i  T.^i 
— "  she  foresaw  your  flight  into  her  realm ;  uii-:  fi-rt^ 
sc.in'-?  it,  cave  orders  you  should  be  t'.iu*  r> tt;v-.<!. 
Blinded,  (rrccivrd.  doomtd  Princes.s!  y.^iir  i"Te  J 
senhNi  when  you  quit  this  strand.— Quf-t-n  of  Sv:- 
land,  thou  shall  not  leave  thine  heritage  I"  ho  co-i'\- 
nu'i'd,  holdinir  a  still  fir?ncr  Kra«p  upon  her  nrm"!*?: 
"  true  men  Fuall  turn  rebels  to  liiy  will,  thjl  iht  y  :n-  y 
save  thee  from  captivity  or  dfath.  Fear  not  tne  I'.I.i 
ami  Ixiwp  whom  that  jray  man  has  at  h:s  !••  •;■;—•** 
will  withstand  him  bv  force.  O.  lor  the  ijtm  uf  rv 
warlike  brother  I— Roland  Avenel,  ilraw  *liy  swora: 

The  Qni'cn  stood  irresolute  and  frighten  ni;  one 
foot  upon  the  plank,  the  other  on  the  sand  of  her  na- 
tive shon\  which  she  was  quilimp;  for  cwr. 

"What  needs  this  violence,  Sir  Prits:?*'  siid  tS« 
Sherifl' of  c 'und^rrland  ;  "I  came  hithtr  at  v.i:r 
Queen's  command,  to  do  her  service;  and  I  villc* 
part  at  her  least  order,  if  she  rejects  such  a:d  as  I  caa 
offer.  So  marvel  is  it  if  oiir  Queen's  wi*do:a  fore- 
saw that  .cuch  chance  ns  this  tniirhf  happi:i  >im^:?t 
the  turmoils  of  viMir  nnscttlwl  Stait- ;  and,  wh..c  w.!- 
linfj  to  aftbrd  i^iiir  hospitality  to  her  RovgI 


str'p  .she  adopted  was  secure,  and  that  the  assurance  ;  dct.med  it  wi:=n  to  prolubit  the  entrance  o(  a  broken 


»he  had  r.^ceivwl  of  kind  reception  was  aliojciher 
Hatisfactorv;  but  her  quivc  rinif  lip,  and  un.settled  eye, 
betrayiil  at  onco  her  ansui.^h  at  departing  fnnn  Scot- 
land, and  her  f^ars  of  confidin:;  herself  li>  the  doubt- 
ful faith  (»f  Enpiland. 

"  Welcome,  my  Lord  .Abbot."  s!ie  sai«l.  speihjnir  to 
Amhro'iin*',  '"and  you.  Uol.ind  .Vvi  nej.  we  have  jo\ful 
news  for  you— our  lovmi^  sistrr's  officer  proffT?*  us, 
in  hrr  nanie,  a  safi*  a.'jvlum  from  thp  rebHs  who  have 
drivt  n  us  iViim  our  own— only  it  c;riev^s  me  we  must 
he^'  part  fmm  you  for  a  short  space." 

"Part  from  us,  ma«iam!''  said  the  Abbot.  "Is 
your  we|cf»me  in  Em»land,  then,  to  commence  with 
the  abridgement  of  your  train,  and  dismi.ssal  of  your 
counsellor**  ?" 

"Take  it  not  thu^  irooti  Father,"  saidMor>';  "the 
WanJen  and  the  ."Sherilf,  faithful  .servantsof  our  Royal 
Sister,  deem  it  necessary  to  obey  her  instructions  in 
thcprestMit  case,  even  to  the  letter,  and  can  only  take 
upon  them  to  admit  mc  with  my  female  attendants. 
Kn  express  will  instantiv  be  despatchefl  from  London, 
a8si:znim;  u\r  a  place  of  residi  nee;  and  I  will  spoixlilv 
send  to  all  of  you  whenever  my  Ctnirl  shall  b«*  formed."' 

"Your  Court  formcrl  in  England  !  and  wlule  Eliza- 
beth lives  and  renins  ?"  said  the  Abbot — "that  will 
be  when  w;-  shnll  siv.  two  sun.'<in  one  heaven  I'* 

"Do  not  think  so,"  replii?d  the  Queen;  "we  aro 
well  assured  of  our  sister's  potnl  faith.  Elizabeth 
fowm  thme—am}  no!  all  that  hhe  has  won  by  h-r 


armv  of  her  followers  into  the  Ensjlish  fryni;  i 

"  V''ou  hear,"  .said  Quren  Mary,  pently  utiiof^sl-.; 
her  robo  from  the  .Abbot's  grasp,  "tliai  we  txvr*:* 
full  liberty  of  choice  in  leaving  this  shore;  aisl.  i,j.*- 
tionl'?>.s.  The  choice  will  remain  free  to  us  i:i  .::■  in:;  i^ 
France,  or  rjtumini;  to  our  own  domiiiv^a".  a-  « 
shall  determine— Bcsitl'.s,  it  is  liw  IuIl— Vour  bkss- 
ins.  Father,  and  Go<l  speed  thc'/ 1" 

"May  He  have  nur-^y  on  thee,  Pnnoo«6.  aaJsTtviI 
thee  al*:o !"  .said  the  .Abbot,  retreai  rnr.  "  Hut  u\\  ijd 
tep^mu  I  look  on  thi»e  for  the  last  time !" 

The  sails  were  hoisted,  the  oars  were  piir,i  th  v?*- 
.«.d  went  freshly  on  her  way  ihrouirh  the  Fiiih,  w.".:.i 
divides  the  shores  of  Cumberland  from  lho=«e  of  Ga^ 
lowayj  but  not  till  the  vessel  diminishei  to  th*  <.i6 
of  a  child's  frisat'i.  did  the  doubtful,  and  d-r«cMl, -I'i 
dismissed  followers  of  the  Queen  craee  to  liii::'::  oa 
the  sands;  and  Ion;?,  lonp  could  they  discern  t.'u  *•:• 
chief  of  Mar\\  as  she  waved  the  oft-ft7>eated  r.^r.^.d 
adieu  to  her  faithful  adherents,  and  to  tlie  slurtd  J 
Scotland. 


If  cooil  tidings  of  a  private  nature  couM  havr  .vi- 
soled  Roland  for  jiarliiiR  with  his  nii-tn'«>.  ani  f.'f 
the  distresses  of  his  .sovereign,  he  receiver!  -i:-h  •••■r.i- 
f«irt  some  days  subst^pjent  to  the  Qutt-n's  kn^-  -is 
Dundn^nnan.  A  brcathlesH  post  —no  other  than  A  iaTi 
Woodcock— brought  despatches  from  Sir  Ilal'trt 
CMcndinninu  to  the  Abl>ot,  whom  he  found  w^ih  R.- 


/lOMVT  and  her  wisdom  will  crpial  thai  wh\cV\  »\\«  v;\ll 

aty/iiin'  by  evfendini;  her  hospitnWtv  lo  a  <3lvsVtvsscA\\blV\A, ijV'W  wwVwvvk ^^  Dundrennan.  oi:d  iri  vam  T-r- 

mutirV*  not  nW  that  sho  may  hen-afiCT  Ao  o?  ?»v^AA\>JiT\t\v;  Vkr»\vAwr«s  ^wV  ^tm*^  '\\\v«.\^wi?»s.)n^.     T'* 

Mi.-t»,  and  ^nnt.  w.iuhl  Idol  ciit  the  Tcv>Toac.V\  oC  Ti\)U»-\  v^^V.^^  ^^^''^^  ?^,  ^^"\^^^1'^  \wn\n^\v\^  \ci\\v*^\as5fVK.\  v^ 

iiig  our  couiidonce.— Farewell,  mv  paRe-uovr  m^XiiMikc  kNttif^v.1^a^\«ila\^^^ss»\^\<a^Vx^^  --^6^^ 


cleroencv  of  tbQlUKent"  aaid  the  writ^i^  "baa  03^- 
**.t0bded  pardon  both  to;  Roland  aiid  to  you,  o|>dn  cod- 
'  -d^tion  of  your  pemaininR  a  time  under  my  wardship. 
'And  i  have  thar  to  communicate  respectins   the 

*  ^'rentage  of  Ruiand,  which' not  only  you  wiiTwill- 
lo^y  listen  to,  but  which  will  be  also  found  to  afibrd 

'  me,  as  the  husband  of  his  nearest  relative^  some.inte- 

rest  in  the  fiiture  (iourse  of  his  life." 
'     Hie  Abbot  read  this  letter,  and  paused,  aa  if  ponsi- 

dering^  what  were  besWor  him  to  dO.    Mean  while, 

*  Woodcock  took  Roland  aside,  and  addressed  him  &§ 
follows :— Now,  look,  Master  Roland,  that  you  do 
Jiot  let  any  peptstrie  nonaonse  hire  either  the  priest  Of 
'  you  from  the  right  quarry.  See  you.  you  ever  bore 
'yourself  as  a  bit  of  a  gentleman.   Read  that,  and 

thank  God  that  threw  old  Abbot  Boniface  in  Our 
way,  aa  two  of  the  Sejton'a  men  were  conveying 
'  bim  towards  Dtindr^nnan  here.  We  searched  nijtn 
'ftr  in teftigence  concerning  that  iair  exploit  of  yours 
<«t  Lochleven,  that  has  cost  manj  a  man  his  life^  and 
one  a  set  of  sore  bone»--and  we  fotmd  what  is  better 
fbrvour  purpose  than  ours.'* 
^  Toe  paper  which  he  gave,  was,  indeed,  an  attesta- 
tion by  Father  Philip,  subscribing  himself  unworthy 
Sacristan,  and  brother  of  the  House  of  Saint  fifaiys, 
stating,  "  that  under  a  vow  of  secrecy  he  had  united. 
in  the  noly  sacrament  of  marriage,  Julian  Avenel  and 
Catherine  Graeme ;  but  that  Julian  having  re»^ted 
>f  his  union,  he,  Father  Philip,  had  been  sinfully  pre- 
Tailed  on  by  bim  to  conceal  and  disj^uise  the  same^ 
according  to  a  complot  devised  betwixt  him  and  the 
said  Juluin  Avenel,  whereby  the  poor  damsel  was 
induced  to  believe  that  the  ceremony  had  been  per- 
formed by  one  not  in  holy  orders,  and  having  no 
authority  to  that  effect  Which  sinful  conooalment 
the  undersigned  conceived  to  be  the  caiise  why  nis 
was  abandoned  to  the  misguiding  of  a  water  fiend, 
whereby  he  had  been  under  a  spell,  which  obliged 
bim  to  answer  every  question^  even  touching  the 
most  solemn  matters,  with  idle  snatches  of  old 
songs,  besides  beingsorely  afflicted  with  rheumatic 
pains  ever  after,  wherefore  he  had  deposited  this 
testificate  and  confession,  with  the  day  and  date  of 
the  said  marria^  with  his  lawful  superior^  Boniface, 
Abbot  of  Saint  Mary's,  sub  sigiXlo  an^fesBumit** 

It  appeared  by  a  letter  from  Julian,  folded  caiefullv 
op  with  the  cerdficate,  that  the  Abbot  Boniface  had, 
m  effect,  besurred  himself  in  the  affair,  and, obtained 
from  the  Baron  a  promise  to  avow  his  marriage ;  but 
the  death  of  both  Julian  and  his  injured  bride,  toge- 
tho*  with  the  Abbot's  resignation,  nis  ignorance  of 
the  fate  of  their  unhappy  offspring  and,  aoove  all,  the 
good  father's  listless  and  inactive  disposition,  had 
suflered  the  matter  to  become  totally  forgotten,  until 
tt  was  recalled  by  some  accidental  conversation  with 
the  Abbot  Ambrosius  concerning  the  fortunes  of  the 
Avenel  family.  At  the  request  of  his  successor,  the 
quondam  Abbot  made  search  for  it ;  but,  as  he  would 
receive  no  assistance  in  looking  among  the  few  re- 
cords of  spiritual  experiences  and  important  confes- 


it^Fortune  will  flyJ^.oipm-%b^  ]«|  Miiu4iaAos 

himsiBlf  hoarse." 

The  Abbot  and.  Roland  journeyed  to  Avenel*  whera 
the  former  was  tenderly  received  hy  hisiproloer^ while 
the  lady  w«pt  for  joy  to  find  that  m  Jqer  iavounte  or- 
phan she  had  protected  the  sole  surviving  branch  ^ 
her  own  Ctmily.  Sir,  l|albert  Glen^nuw  and  hts 
household  were  not  a  httle^  siuprisad  at  the  chaogs' 
which  a  brief  acquaintance  with  thSvV^d  oad.  pro- 
duced in  their  former  inmate,  and  re|}oioed  to  &a^  ia 
the  pettish,  spoiled,  ^d  presuming  page»  a  mfiaost 
and  unassuming  yoiing  man,  too  much  acquainted 
-ivith  his  Own  expectauons  and  character,  to  be  hot 
or  petulant  in  demanding  the  consideratioir  which 
was  readily  and  volimtarily  yielded  to  him.  The  old 
Major  Domo  Wingate  was  the  first  to  sing  his  praises, 
to  Which  Mrs.  Lihas  bore  a  loud  echo,,  always  hoping 
th^  God  would  teach  mm  the  true  gospel 

To  the  true  gospel  the  heart  of  Roland  had  sscretly 
long  inclmed,  and  the  departure  of  the  good  Abbot 
fbr  France,  with  the  purpose  of  entering  into  soqos 
house  of  his  order  in  that  kingdom,  removed  his  obiof 
objection  to  renouncing  the  Catholic  faith.  Aoother 
might  have  existed  in  the  duty  which  he  owed  lo 
Magdalen  Grsme,  both  by  birth  and  from  gra'*tuqe. 
But  he  learned,  ens  he  had  been  long  a  resid^it  In 
Avenel,  that  his  grandmother  had  died  at  Ck>logne^  in 
the  performance  of  a  penance  too  severe  for  hier  age^ 
which  she  had  taken  upon  herself  in  behalf  of  ths 
Queen  and  Church  of  Scotland,  so  sqpn  as  she  heard 
of  the  defeat  at  Langside.  Tiie  z^  of  the  Abbot 
Ambrosius  was  more  regulated ;  but  he  retired  into 

the  Scottish  convent  01 %  and  so  hved  there, 

that  the  fraternity,  were  inchned  to  claim  for  him  the 
honuurs  of  canonization.  But  he  guessed  their  pur-* 
nose,  and  prayed  tneni^  on  his  death-bed,  to  do  no 
honours  to  the  body  of^  one  as  sinful  as  themsdves; 
but  to  send  his  body  and  his  heart  to  be  buried  in 
Avenel  burial-aisle,  in  the  monastery  of  Saint  Mary's, 
that  the  last  Abbot  of  that  celebrated  house  of  devo- 
tion might  sleep  among  its  ruins.* 

Long  before  that  period  arrived,  Roland  Ayenel 

*  This  wu  not  the  explanation  ef  tlw  incident  of  foarctiinf 
for  Uie  heart,  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  the  tale,  which 
the  author  original  I  jr  intended.  It  waa  deeifned  to  refer  to  the 
heart  of  Robert  Bnicei  It  ie  generallr  known  that  that  rreat 
monarch,  bein«  on  hia  deathbed,  bequeathed  to  the  good  Lord 
Jamea  of  Dou^as,  the  task  of  carrrinff  hia  heart  to  the  Holy 
Land,  to  Ailfil  \n  a  certain  defree  hia  own  desire  to  perform  a 
crasade.  Upon  Doof las'i  dnath,  fighting  afainst  the  Moora  in 
Spain,  a  tort  of  mihtarr  hon  d'muvn  to  whic}%  he  could  hate 
pleaded  no  regular  call  of  duty,  his  (bllowers  bfbaght  back  lh« 
Brace's  heart,  and  deposited  it  in  the  Abber  cliurch  of  Melroae, 
the  Kennaquhair  of  the  tale. 

This  Abbey  had  been  always  particularlf  Ikvonred  br  the 
Bruce.  We  hare  already  seen  his  extreme  anxiety  that  each  of 
the  reverend  brethren  should  be  daily  supplied  with  a  service  of 
boiled  almonds,  rice  and  milk,  pease,  or  the  like,  to  be  called 
the  King's  mess,  and  thot  without  Uie  ordinary  service  of  their 
table'  hemg  either  disturbed  in  quantity  or  quality.  But  tbta 
was  not  the  only  mark  of  the  benignity  of  good  King  Robert 
towards  the  monks  of  Melrose,  since,  by  a  charter  of  the  date, 
£ith  May,  1326,  he  conferred  on  the  Abbot  of  Melroee  the  sum 


of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  for  rebuilding  the  church  of 
St  Bfary's,  ruined  by  tiie  Enffish ;  and  there  is  little  or  no 
doubt  that  the  principcU  port  of  the  remains  which  now  display 


sions,  which  he  had  conscien  tiously  treasured,  it  migl 
have  remained  for  ever  hidden  amongst  them,  bi 
for  the  more  active  researches  of  Sir  Halbert  Glen- 
dinning. 

'*  So  that  you  are  like  to  be  hen'  of  Avenel  at  last. 
Master  Roland,  after  my  lord  and  lady  have  gone  to 
their  plac&"  said  Adam;  "and  as  I  have  out  one 
boon  to  ask,  I  trust  you  will  not  nick  me  with  nay." 

"  Not  if  it  be  in  my  power  to  say  yes,  my  trusty 
friend." 

"Why  then,  I  must  needs,  if  I  live  to  see  that  day. 
keep  on  fieeding  the  evasses  with  unwashed  flesh,^* 
said  Woodcock  sturdily,  yet  as  if  doubting  the  recep- 
tion that  his  request  mignt  meet  with. 

"  Thou  shalt  ^ed  them  with  what  you  list  fbr  m&" 
said  Roland,  laughing;  "I  am  not  many  months 
older  than  when  I  left  the  Castle^  but  I  trust  I  have 
gathered  wit  enough  to  cross  no  man  of  skill  in  his 
own  vocation."    * 

**Then  I  would  not  change  places  with  the  King's 
falconer,"  said  Adam  Woodcock,  "nor  with  the 
Qjieen's  neither— but  they  say  she  will  be  mewed  up 

and  never  need  one.--I  see  it  grieves  you  to  think  of  eorde  iajungimiM.  ^lUtimi'asaigiiiu^ioiU^^o^  eiadem  virit 
t,  and  I  cocddgneTe  lor  company;  bat  what  hsip  fbr  |  BeligiocSi  et  (ybrioi  Booiesis  mm  de  novo  freiiaw  as  telMi 


rach  exquisite  specimens  of  Gothic  architecture,  at  its  very 
purest  period,  had  their  ori^n  in  this  munificent  donation.  The 
money  was  to  be  paid  out  of  crown  lands,  estates  forfeited  to  the 
King,  and  other  property  or  demesnes  of  the  crown. 

A  very  curious  letter  written  to  his  son  about  three  weeks 
before  his  death,  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  by  my  Mend  Mr. 
Thomas  Thomson,  Deputy-Register  fo«  Scotland.  It  enlarge! 
ao  much  on  the  love  of  the  royal  writer  to  tNe  oommunity  o( 
Melrose,  that  it  is  well  worthy  of  beina  inserted  in  a  work  coo- 
•ected  iu  some  degree  with  Scottish  Histoiy. 
LiTsaA  Donna  Rmis  Rossbti  ad  wnmu  Bmm  Davbi 
*'  Robertus  del  gratia  Rex  Scottonun,  David  precordialisnrao 
Alio  Buo,  ao  ceteris  sucoeseoribus  suis ;  Salutem,  et  sic  eras  ps»* 
oepta  teoere,  ut  cum  sua  benedictione  poseint  regnare.  Fill  ca> 
risaime,  digite  oenseri  videtur  filius,  qui,  patemoa  in  bonis  ooorea 
imitans,  piam  egus  nititur  exequi  voluiiialem ;  nee  propria  siU 
sumit  nomen  heredif,  qui  salubribus  predecessoris  afl)»ctibns 
non  adherit:  Cupientes  igitor,  ut  piam  alfectionem  etacinoeram 
dilectiooem.  quam  urge  monastennm  de  Molroa,  ubi  cor  noetnina 
ex  speciali  oevotione  disposuimus  tnmulandnm,  et  erga  ReUgio* 
aoa  ibidem  Deo  servientee,  ipeorum  vita  saoctissima  noa  ad  noa 
excitante,  concepiraus ;  Tn  cetenque  suocessores  mei  pia  scin 
eeritate  prosequaroini,  ut,  ex  vestre  dilectionis  aflbetu  dietifl 
Religiosis  noetri  causa  post  mortem  nostram  ostenao,  ipsi  pro 
nobis  ad  orandum  fervencius  et  forcius  animentur :  Vobia  pra> 
eipimua  quantum  possumus,  instanter  snppUcamns.  et  ex  tola 


THE  ABBOT. 
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was  wedded  to  Catherme  Seyton,  who,  after  two 
years'  residence  with  her  unhapov  miBtresSi  was  dis- 
missed, upon  her  being  subjected  to  closer  restraint 
than  liad  been  at  first  exercised.  She  returned  tp  her 
father's  house,  and  as  Roland  was  acknowledged  for 
the  successor  and  lawful  heir  of  the  ancient  house  of 
Avenel,  greatly  increased  as  the  estate  was  by  the 
providence  of  Sir  Halbert  GHendinning,  there  occurred 
no  objections  to  the  match  on  the  part  of  her  family. 
Her  mother  was  recently  dead  when  she  first  entered 
the  convent  s  and  her  nther,  in  the  unsettled  tunes 

omnfbud  atiiK  dontcifHiihui  umtiitf,  jfhku  Whtn  inv<i?r«  r^ntiit- 
BQDhlBfl,  iiTfuniin  ftefici  Dim  mufitrtif  bmerohy  arttniiK^tiiff,  <ic 

HMD!  CDDtJH  EltCM  iDtDMHQlttt  fjrnuJO'  piq  dk^rrtlHU  EW  pcal#rG}itdi. 

tltrnt  uiiffQ  exharueHMuni  mpft^jt^ctunitin  ct  iinKoi'fuin  tu, 
fill  cctoiiqur  niccettom  iwftji,  pfemjuiti  HDinracumrler^  curpti*, 

fill  I  lunamt  acflrif,  qui  flttui  do«tiil  pqtFuro  ^luntfltei  in  hano 

CrAmrv^  itiKrvnt  in  munduni  nc  mniiK  non  uT  iUioi  i^ilui^- 
i9Fn  fftcflret  mil  p^tiArnaiti-  In  tcutitnonki^iii  ftiifrwi  fiaitre  de- 
TOtlonig  crga  lorum  pr«!:dicE[]Dj  iJc  a  iiobla  dilfcluin  et  I'kfium 
emi/^ptc^  lifi2M?nij.*m  riipFsm  Relipiff***  prpdicMn  diitijiiinj^js, 
■(Mtrj4  iHiCii^>MioribiM  in  [HuiLfrutn  rHtcadMiiT^ini.  Da  la  np^ud  ^ar- 
4X9*,  imdecimi*  dia  Mu^^  A  ana  RD|ni  DOiln  vice<imo  muoxUl" 

If  this  ehartor  be  altovsther  lOfiHins,  tnd  there  it  no  appcu^ 


which  followed  Queen  Haiy*s  flight  to  England,  wii 
not  averse  to  an  alliance  with  a  youth,  \%bo,  hinisuf 
loyal  to  Queen  Mary,  still  held  some  influence,  througti 
means  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendinninfe  with  the  party  m 
power. 

Roland  and  Catherine,  therefor^  were  united,  «;;:« 
of  their  differing  faiths ;  and  the  White  Lady,  vihon 
apparition  had  been  infrequent  when  the  doum;  uf 
Avenel  seemed  vrging  to  Mtinction,  was  aen  to 
sport  by  her  haunted  wdl,  with  a  zone  of  pold  uuuiid 
her  bosom  as  broad  as  the  baldrick  of  an  EqH. 

tne*  of  forgery,  it  rivee  rite  to  a  cnriooe  doabt  in  RconiUi  hi*- 
tury.  The  Tetter  anaouDon  thai  the  King  had  alrr.adr  oer^oed 
hii  heart  to  be  depoeited  at  Melroie.  The  molution  to  w^u  it 
to  Pale«tine,  under  the  charge  of  Duu^aa,  ma^r  haTv  lai 
adopted  betwiit  11  th  Mn  13»,  tlie  date  of  Uie  letter,  tni  rti 
June  of  tlte  same  roar,  when  Uw  i;race  died  :  or  eife  we  D.-j#t 
iuppoae  Umt  tho  coomiiaion  of  Dougias  extended  not  only  to 
taking  the  Bmoe'i  heart  to  Paleatine,  but  to  bring  it  ufc  tick 
to  itB  final  place  of  depoeit  m  the  Abbey  of  Melruae. 

It  would  not  be  worth  inquiring  by  n  liat  caprire  the  Bath<>r 
waa  induned  to  tliruw  tlie  incident  of  the  Bnice'a  heart  tL'.inlj 
out  of  the  ilttrr,  Mve  mentiy  to  lay,  tJiat  he  found  hinucif  ■ 
able  to  fill  up  tlie  canvus  lie  had  afcetrlied,  and  inn.ti-cned 
proaecute  the  manar^mardt  o^  Ute  aupematural  naachioerr  «-i 
which  hi*  plnn,  wlieL  it  w<ia  fiiat  rmtgh-hem-n.  waa  ajanecA 
and  Goabioed. 


THE  END  OF  TtW  ABBOT. 
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